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THE newspapers continue to annqunce the early arrival of 
Colonel Ingersoll at the Hotel Palomares, Pomona. It is safer 
to wait until something further is ascertained before add'ressing 
him at that point. 

'VHEN-Jackson, the dusky pugilist from Australia, overcomes 
the champion of the Pacific Coast, and fifteen colored converts to 
the Baptist church are dipped into the Hudson river in winter, 
who shall say that the African race is not coming to the front it! 
science and religion? 

THE Alta-California makes this argument: "Two Chicago 
clergymen have proved to their own satisfaction that dancing is 
wrong, because men never dance with men. Yes, and we sup
pose, by parity of reasoning, that marriage is wrong because men 
never marry each other." 

A JAPANESE newspaper man sets a good example. Being chal
lenged by another editor to fight a duel, he declines on the ground 
that duelling is a "relic of barbarism" and invites his challenger 
to continue the discussion of the question at issue. Thus does 
calm philosophy impose a muzzle on the dogs of war. 

THE Washington Territory people are agitating for the admis
sion of the terrritory among the states. Simultaneously they 
must adopt a constitution, and it behooves the Secularists to be on 
deck. Let them see hat, in the new constitution, ecclesiastical 
property is not exempt from equal and impartial taxation. The 
constitution of California is a good model in this regard. 

A SISTER of Charles Sumner, dying at Hyde Park, Mass., made 
a bequest for the benefit of Spiritualism, and General Butler, on 
pehalf of other legatees, is trying to break the will. The contestants 
~laim that, on account of her belief in Spiritualism, Miss Sumner 
was not of sound mind. The judge in the case has reserved his 
decision, but before deciding a belief in Spiritualism to be prima 
facie evidence of insanity he should consider in what regard such 
belief differs from belief in any other form of supernaturalism, 
and whether a testator's belief in Christianity has ever prevented 
miracle-mongers from getting money bequeathed to them. If a 
l>elief fn the unkllowa.ble were a proof of mental aberration, the 
majority of people would be sUbjects for the lunatic asylum. 

EXGLlSH Radicals do not approve of Gladstone's letter recom
mending international arbitration on the position of the pope 
toward Italy and the question of the restoration of h~s temporal 
power. Such a proposition would excite ridicule if it carne from 
anybody but Gladstone. It is equivalent to asking other nations 
to inten'ene in settling the questions at issue between the United 
States government and the Mormons. The only sensible attitude 
for governments to adopt toward the pope is to ignore him and 
let him paddle his own canoe. 

ONE of the most bigoted preachers in Oa.kland is the Rev, 
Dr. Horton, Presbyterian. In a recent sermon he made a 
general attack upon the regents o( the California University, 
none of whom are so unfortunate as to be Calvanists, and upon 
the Rev. Dr. Stebbins, the Unitarian, in particular. He charged 
that the whole University was dominated by Unitarianism. The 
Rev. Dr. Stebbins has replied, denying the allegation and advis
ing Dr. Horton to take a year's schooling in some young ladies' 
seminary where good manners are made a specialty. One fact is 
settled, these Christians do love one another! 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

STELLA, \V. T.-There are only two houses at Stella, but it is a 
rallying-point for the Liberals. They come from the ~vater and 
from the land. Even if another deluge should appear, myaudi:. 
ence would be assured. No orthodox deity can drown them outl 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lawson and family, two boys and four girls, 
gave cordial welcome in the big house, in which there is a splen:. 
did hall, dedicated to Freethought and to humanity. Good 
audiences were present Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon 
and evening. On Saturday evening, after the lecture, the organ 
and violin made melody for dancing feet. There is plenty of 
hospitality in this genial mansion on the banks of the Columbial 
On Sunday morning the sunshine came forth in beautiful array 
over the waters and the distant winding shores; From this point 
one can look over the vast river for fifteen miles, and a glittering 
picture is presented when the sun marches forth from the pavil~ 
ion of clouds. Friend Lawson has been a pioneer in this land 
for about a quarter of a century, and his strong arm has made 
the shadowy forest bend, and the light of civilization has advanced I 

His hearthstone is a cheerful rendezvous for the clans. F. C. 
Schornhorst~ "Uncle Fred" as they call him, joined our com
pany, and, like an old soldier, has much to say of battles fough 
and won, and the flame uf enthusiasm is undimmed. Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Anderson are of the frontier ranks, and gave th 
sparkle of good fellowship to our camp-fires. Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Howard, stalwart Liberals, are building for the glory 0 

the future as well as the present. They have ten children, and 
in their faces we read that "the thoughts of men will broaden 
with process of the suns." All the way. from Cathlamet come 
our good friends Sheriff Albert and his wife, Mrs. Lida Albert. 
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\Vherever they are the torch of Freethought blazes again.:>t the 
night of superstition. From up the river, friends Kettinger and 
BJnar made advent on Sunday morning. Lawrence Bonar is·a 
veteran of the Mexican war, and has been on the coast since 
I 85 I, and many a varying fortune has been his, but brain and 
heart are still for the flag of freedom. Mr. Kettinger from early 
days has been a prominent business man on the coast, and has 
done. much to develop its industries. I have received a cordial 
invitation to visit Cedar Landing, his and Mr. Bonar's home, to 
lecture, and I hope to do so. All along the banks of the Colum
bia are the bivouacs of liberty, and nowhere 90 I find more sturdy 
supporters. James Jarrel, W. M. Anderaon, D. F. Howard, John 
San strom , H. Lawson, S. S. Parsons, A. Herring, and others 
whom I met at Stella are of the U good ship's crew," and, storm 
or sun, "onward we'll go." 

Monday was a beautiful day, almost like spring in softness and 
splendor. With the kindly farewell of my host and companions 
of this happy fireside, Stella, on the green lowlands, with the 
wooded heights and columned pinnacles behind, and the shining, 
commerce-Iadened ocean-stream in front, is indeed a star-a 
star of hope for the" good· time coming." Marvelously bright 
were the river, the lands, the sky, the gorgeous clouds, and the 
blue-white mountain tops in that lovely December day. It was 
like a palace fair, a dream of enchantment sweeping by, like the 
jeweled waters, with ever-changing lustres. The boat sped on. 
Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Flood, in supurb magnificence, rivaled 
the sun with their kingly foreheads, and flashed back its rays with 
diamond-like effulgence. Amid the balmy air, sweet as "mild 
September," I watched the wonderful panorama until shining 
Portland opened its gateways, and its busy and muddy streets 
made a motley conclusion to the brilliant journey. 

I met Friend Nice, of Waterford, near Cathlamet, on Qoard 
the boat. He is a subscriber of FREETHOUGHT, as also of· the 
Truth Seeker and Investigator, and this is pretty good evidence 
that he wears our colors like a "captain true." 

NORTH YA~lHILL.-Immediately on my arrival at this place, 
where Freethought has ever had a glowing home, I was met by 
Robert Laughlin, and the first thing he told me was that Rev. 
J. A. Campbell, of Hillsboro, was on hand to meet me in debate, 
and that the hall was full awaiting the onset of. the adversaries. 
I was pleased at this announcement, for a debate, conducted in a 
gentlemanly manner, is certainly a benefit, and this I never re
fuse. Arrangements were at once made for discussion. I was 
to lead off the first night with an hour's speech. Mr. Campbell 
was to follow with an hour's reply, and I was to close with a 
twenty minutes rejoinder. On the following night Mr. C~mp
bell was to open on the same terms, and I was to reply. So it 
was fair play all around. The hall was crowded both nights. 
I opened with the "Nine Demands of Liberalism." I know 
this was rather hard on my opponent, for he found it difficult to 
reply, so self-evident was the truth of my propositions even to a 
Christian's mind, and he wandereq several times from the ques
tion, as he himself confessed. However, I deemed it good policy 
to discuss the question of rights as precedent to all questions of 
belief or non-belief. ' My opponent was cot exactly prepared for 
this issue. On the following night Mr. C:lmpbeU ch::>se his 
battle-ground, which was "The Divinity of the Bible." Mr. 
Campbell is a vigorous speaker, and from the standpoint of 
Christianity makes his points quite effectively. I find the Camp
bellite theory of inspiration is like that of the Unitarians. 
In fact, I judge the Camp~ellite theology to be conservative 

Unitari~nism, with th~ rite of baptism aJJed as a necessary 
formula. Mr. Campbell loudly affirmed that he was not 
orthodox, and did not care a cent for the " doxies." It wasthe 
~ible, (C the grand old Bible," that he stood for. He did not 
defend the orthodox theory of inspiration, namely, that the Bible 
ts the revelation of God. He simply said, uThe Bible contains a 
revelation." There is a radical difference in these theories, 
which I pointed out in order to demonstrate the heresy of my 
opponent. To be a revelation and to contain a 'revelation are 
affirmations of the Bible widely apart as the poles. If the Bible 
only contains a revelation, and revelation is, that· which the un
aided human reason cannot discover, then myoppo:lentis 106ic~lly 
in ,total ignorance of the revelation. He cannot find it in the 
Bible without another revelation or "the infal:ible pope." In 
order for the Bible to be of any use as a revehtion, it must bt! 
in itself a revelation, so that every word is an expression of the 
divine mind. If if it only contains a revelation, which ~evelation 
is undiscoverable by human means, the believer is no whit wiser 
than the skeptic. I urged this point and others whieh it is im
po.ssible to giv~ in the.se News and Notes. SJme of the revc"rend 
gentleman's arguments were original. H ~ said thltm:>iion is 
the result of the contact of substance with sub.stance. If so, then 
God could have no motion unless a substance hit him some
where in the immensities of space. !Ie said that hinguage 
comes by hearing. The first man must have heard, or he could 
not learn to talk. Ergo, he heard God. If. EO, then God must 
have human organs. If he has human organs he 'is subject to 
the limitations of man. Ergo, he must learn by hearing. Who 
in the beginning talked to God, and who gare him, ~peech ? 
The- first record of talking in the Garden of· Eden "is the truthful 
dedaration of the "Old Serpent." The devil, then, must have 
given man "parts of speech" along with other benefits. The 
debate created great interest in the community. It has set 
many to thinking, and of the result I have no fear. 

North Yamhill has been famous for its liberal element. No 
revivals have ever flourished here. The parsons have had hard: 
lines in the saving of souls. The school-house is stronger than 
the church. The Laughlins have penetrated the community with 
Liberal ideas. The father came in early days, a vigorous repf(!
sentative of American progress. His posterity, children· and 
grandchildren, now number about four hundred. Sbmehave 
drifted within the church borders, but with a Liberal· mind .. The 
ancestral independence is mlnifested in the descendants of this 
grand pioneer. 

F. Hauswirth and his family are thoroughgoing radicals, and 
it was a pleasure to meet with these generollsfriends. Mr.Haus
wirth knows all the weak points or ortho~oxy, and his keen way 
of presenting them gives little cbmfort to the supporters of the 
faith. 

I was pleased also to greet G. R. Higgins and family around 
the fireside. My friend is always ready to do his level best for 
Freethoughl and this world's golden age. 

I was sorry that our well-known Liberal comrade, Mr. Lee 
Laughlin, was obliged to be away on· jury duty, but his hearth
stone made genial welcome, and Mrs. Lee Laughlin blends the 
S~cular spirit with the noble hospitality of her home. : 

Geo. L:mghlin, Robt. Laughlin, member elect to the legisl~
ture, with the record of a Secularist, Ivan Daniel, G ..W.Sap
pington, W. T. Kutch of Carleton, and others, steady-going Lib
erals, always for square dealing and Freethought, will keep thi~ 
country 03 the road of proJre3s, and theoutlook·will ever be brigh~. 
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Mr. Fred. Sappington, Miss vVills, and others, furnished some 
lively and entertaining music for the meetings, and the arena of 
debate was softened with the amenities of art. Even the soul 
of the theologian was made merry by the sprightly notes. 

North Yamhill, amidst a stately country, with gardens and 
orchards, and rich [urns and elegant dwellings, and the sunlight 
of reas')n so fl.xdin3' the churches, that even the Christmas tree 
is loadel with gifts of freedom and humanity-this shall be a 
pleasant land for m~mory and hope. 

McMIN:-lVILLE.-\V. T. Booth, A.]. Gant, and friend Richard
son, who came down to the North Yamhill debate, were com
p.:mions of my journey to ·their home, McMinnville, now the 
county seat, with a superb court-house in process of construction, 
and with every indication of business and educational prosperity. 
The Baptists have a college here, and the orthodox have thus a 
gJoJ deal of the inside track. But the Liberal element he~e is 
n::>t of the kind to s'lrrender. .The battle is going on notwith
standing the heavy orthodox guns. The Rev. Mr. Campbell was 
invited to engage in the debate at McMinnville, and he did so. 
The intellectual combat was continued on about the same lines as 
North Yamhill. On the first night the discussion was held at 
fle opera house. A large audience was present. The subject 
this time was, "The Religious Conspiracy." I c~uld not get my 
opponerit to define his position. He said that he had no fight 
with the Romishchurch. He will probably find out some day 
that the Romish church has a fight with him and hischurch, even 
to extermination. 

The second evening we debated at the Campbellite church, 
which was full. The ladies of the place were exercising their 
privileges of the leap year, and a gorgeous leap year party was 
in progress at the opera house, and so the Infidel was obliged to 
d~al his 'blows in the very sanctuary of the Lord. The Infidel 
did not feel any the 'worse for the contact. Whether the church 
will recover is a question of time. I was much struck, as w(!re 
many others, with the points made in rebuttal by my opponent. 
He spoke of the 'lmonumental institution" of the Jewish Pass
ov.er,and that its origin and continued celebration were proof of 
the divinity of the Bible. I answered that if it were granted that 
a traditional history of nearly seven hundred years was of any 
value, the Pa~sover only made memorable the transactions of a 
cruel and swage deity, abhorrent to all civilized ideas of God. It 
celebrated the butcheries of a monster. According to the story, 
thousands of inn'JCent children, the first-born of the Egyptians, 
were slain ruthlessly by the angel of the Lord, and in order 
that the angel might have the chance to thus massacre, Go~ 
hardene:l Pnaraoh's heart so that he would not let the children 
of Israel go. Was there ever the celebration of a greater crime 
than this? My opponent answered that God made the children 
of the E1yptians, and therefore they were his property, and he 
could slay them at his own sweet will, and no wrong was com
mitted. The hther can slay his own offspring! To what logic 
one is reduced when he undertakes to defend the divinity of the 
Bible. B~sides, said my opponent, God by killing them was tak
ing the "first-born" right up into the abodes of glory, and there
fore it was a good thing. They were snatched from a world of 
sin amI suffering to a paradise of bliss. I should like to have 
the testimony of the "first-born" on this subject, and see if they 
enjoyed the traI'-':::'~" from earth to heaven. According to this, 
the "destroying ang'd" beats Moody at soul-saving a hundred to 
one. Does the Bible anywhere declare that all those whom God 
slays go to heaven? If so, then there is a host out of every trib~ 

and nation which no man can number. According to this dec
laration, the Rev. Mr. Campbell is almost a Universalist. 

I cannot note other points, The debate went pleasantly oft: 
and if circumstances are ever favorable will be renewed some
time. So long as clergymen and Christian champions confine 
themselves to the real issue, and discuss ideas and principles, I 
consider it a good thing to debate, but have no use for th03e who 
resort to personalities. Silent contempt is the only defens:! 
against their rottenness. To answer them is to give some noto
riety to that which will die of its own filth. 

After the lecture I went to the leap year party and enjoyed 
the music and d.ancing and lunch, and the" reign of beauty" and 
"woman's rights," until midnight's solemn hour, when I mean
dered to the land of dreams, but many of the others did not go 
home till morning. 

Rev. Mr. Campbell subscribed for FREETHOUGlq. He obeys 
the scriptural injunction, "Be ye wise as serpents." 

The fires blaze at McMinnville, and" the morning star is' com· 
ing." Only a few are at the front, but the world moves with 
every wind and tide. My friends, the Booths, the Glds, the Ford:., 
Brooks, Wallace, of Amity, Richardson, the Garrisons, etc., give 
cheer and ardor, with their sympathy and appreciation,' and 1 
hope that my wandering way will sometime turn again to these 
happy fir~sides and shining fields. 

SILVERToN.-Saturday morning I was obliged to be up at six 
o'clock, and through the trailing mists, and deep down gulfs of 
mud, pull across the country twelve miles to Ray's Landing; 
cross the Willamette, whose tumbling billows, from the passin:; 
of a steamer, rocked the boat; land on a bank of slime; climb 
anything but a " golden stair" to reach the station, and then found 
the car I was to take half a mile off. Finally I started, and the 
train, by sticking to the rails, which it does not always do, brought 
me, after many twistings and turnings, to Silverton, where our 
banners are always glistening in the sun. Silverton is becoming 
widely known as a battle· point. The debate of eight days, just 
held, has been an admirable vindication of Secular principles. 
The Freethought cause is stronger than ever, while the church 
that started the fight with such a fluurish is almost dead. It 
can't support a minister. Warm greetings are always here, and 
the friends of my first visit are the same staunch friends to-day. 
The Freethought temple stands, and the rays of reason go forth. 
The earnest purpose has won the victory. The Silverton Secular 
Union still holds its commanding position. I lectured on Satur
day and Sunday evenings to good audiences. The Christians 
stayed away. Scarcely one was present. Silence is their policy 
now. On Sunday evening a concert was given by the Silverton 
band, H. L. Allen, leader. The music was excellent. It was a 
delight to listen to these inspiring strains. Music is ever of the 
free-born mind. It is the constant aid of progress. Truth is for 
joy, it is for music and poetry; and Freethought would garland 
the pathway of man. The Silverton Secular Union transcended 
all expectations in its gorgeous Christmas festival. I remained 
to deliver an address and read a poem vindicating the right of 
Freethinkers to this happy day, for it is not a church festival, but 
a pagan festival, and celebrates the return of the sun, not the birth 
of Jesus. It is an astronomical holiday, and was not adopted 
by . the church until some hundreds of years after jesus's 
time. It is pre-eminently natural and humanitarian in its origin~ 
and should be accepted by Liberals as a festival day, especially 
for the sake of the children, who delight in these joyous occasions. 
Let the fountain flow, but with the sun's bright beams, and not 
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the tinsel of the church. It was a supreme success. N early a 
hundred children were present. The hall was crowded to over
flowing. After the reading of the poem, published on another 
page, a dozen little girls, dressed in white, tripped upon the plat
form and sang', with wonderfully entertaining effect, the Christmas 
song. Then the curtain rose and Santa Claus appeared, with the 
shaggy face, and glittering snO'\,vs upon his back, and the three
masted boat of Liberty, laden from stem to stern, and wreathed 
to topmost ,spar with glistening gifts. . A thousand dollar's worth 
hung on that radiant ship, flashing o'er the brimming eyes of the 
children. There were dolls-one as big as a baby-and guns, 
and carriages, and jewels, and laces, and vases, and books, and 
albums-one of which, with streamers of red, white and blue, 
and two starry flags above, floated to the hands of the Freethought 
Pilgrim, and in FREETHOUGHT'S sanctum it shall blaze its crimson 
glory, to mingle with the blossoms from' Frisco Bay. It took the 
united efforts of about a dozen young ladies to distribute these 
many gifts, and it was a rippling stream of smiles and laughter 
from beginning to end. There were also songs and recitations 
by some of the little girls, rendered with delightful skill and effect, 
and older ones could not do any better or display a brighter in
telligence. When these brilliant exercises were over, then the 
"children of a larger growth" had their fun, and music and 
dancing and supper lasted until the small hours .of the night. 
The hall should have been twice as large to accommodate all the 
attendants at the festival. This will be a bright landmark in the 
annals of the Silverton Union. It is evidence of a grand and 
growing life. 

I spent Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. H. D.Mou~t, and the 
day was one of enjoyable rest. My friends have thirteen children 
and are youthful still in feeling and hope. Their am pIe fireside 
will indeed keep things lively for years to come, and reason and 
humanity will always be ahead. I was fortunate to spend a 
Merry Christmas where father and mother and children, down 
to the little baby, make such jovial company. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Ames. The Christ
~as tree grows abundantly around this hearthstone of liberty. 
Mrs. Ames's gift was a deed of house and lot where the family 
circle gathers. This was a good deed and good Secularism, 
which makes the wife queen of home. A hundred other friends 
of this glorious Secular Union give a Merry Christmas and Hap
py New Year all along the way. 

At six o'clock in the morning, Wednesday, I am off for Port
land, where I say good-bye to friend Beal, who gets the gold of 
life spite of all fortune; O. Jeldness, who, I hope, will make the 
jeweled veins of earth float our victorious banners; my friends 
the Saunders', Mrs. Seymour, Mrs. Carrie E. Haight and the 
boys, Mrs. Graham and children, from Los Angeles; and I find 
that friend Niles received a wondrous Christmas present, a boy 
weighing ten pounds, born Thursday, Dec. 20, and his name is 
Harrison. So~ay the Walla Walla papers. Comrade \V. J. Taylor, 
M. D., and wife also greet me, and give the generous farewell. 

Thursday, December 27, I leave Oregon, where the misty air 
makes promise of green and glorious harvest fields, amidst a day . 
of rare loveliness; resplendent pictures on every side-Mt. Shasta 
sending down its benediction from silver masses of cloud, the 
vast forests gorgeous in the mellow December light, the rocky· 
walls gemmed with white cataracts, the tallpinnac1es bathed with 
gold of floating mist, and earth and heaven glittering with the 
heraldry of the new year that's "corning up the steeps of time." 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

OUR REGARDS. 

We send out from the headquarters of FREETHOUGHT a Happy 
New Year to the many thousand friends who will read this paper. 

To all th~ workers in the field~the lecturers, the writers, those 
who advance the cause of mental liberty. 

To all our Liberal contempora~ies-to the Truth Seeker, the 
Investigator, Secular Thought, the, Independent Pulpit, Truth, 
Lucifer, Liberty, Fair Play, and the Ironclad and }'rogressive Age. 

To our brethren ac~oss the water-:-tbe Secular Review, the 
Freethinker, and the National Refonner. 

To Colonel R. G. IngersolL· 
To Secretary Stevens and the American Secular Union. 
To President, Westbrook and Girard college. 
To Otto \Vettstein and his Freethought Badgepin. 
T~ all the other officers of the Secular. Union. 
To even the ministers. During I 888 thespH~ad of Freethought 

has made ,them unhappy. May ';~89· reconcile them to the prog
ress of enlightenment. .. , ., .. 

To the. Great East, gre~ting: .. '. 
To the Great West, greeting. 
Peace on ·earth to men ·o[ good will. 
To all the sons -onndustrr, to all the sons of wealth, to ~ll the 

toilers of the sea, go'od. health. 
To all m'ankil).d; to the· whole earth, to the universe, 
Our iegards. . 

------~~--------

. "GIRARD'S WILL AND GIRARD COLLEGE THEOLOGY." 

The first thing those should do who contem plate assisting in the 
fight to restore Girard College to secularism, is to read the work 
entitled a~ above. Then their contribution to the cause will be 
doubled. 

The work is by Dr. R. B. Westbrook, president of the Ameri
ca~n Secular Union, and gives, as its title indicates, the substance 
of Gi.rard's wi~l, and sets forth how that will has been violated by 
the mtroductIOn of theology into the college which Girard 
founded. The bo:)k may be ordered from this office; price, $1. 

NEW DOCTRINE RESENTED. 

The Jews have long borne uncomplainingly the responsibility 
~or the c.rucifixion of ChJ:ist, and have rather appeared to enjoy 
It. Judgmg from the actIOns of some Hebrews in Omaha, Neb., 
they even resent the office3 of anyone who would take that re
sponsibilitY,from their shoulders. Last S~turday, it is reported, 
Rab?i ~lexander undertook to prove that the whole story. of the 
cruclfixIOn was a myth, and that Jesus Christ never met the ig
nominous death described in the New Testament. The report 
states that at this the congregation were so enraged that they ad
vanced upon the. rabbi with violent intent, and that the latter 
barely saved himself by a hurried exit through the back door. 
The flock then proceeded to argue the matter among themselves, 
a general fight ensU€~d, and the church furniture was circulating 
freely through the aIr, when an officer entered and placed all he 
could get huld of under arrest and charged them with disturbing 
the peace. 

We must say that the account reads very much like fiction but 
it ma! not be such. The Jewish race played a far more impo;tant 
part.111 th.e scheme of salvation than they are generally ac
~redI.te~ WIth, and may well decline to be cleared of participa
hon m It.. If they h~d been liberally inclined people, tolerant 
of the behef of others, the plan of redemption would have fallen 
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through, and become inoperative. It was a' part of the plan that 
Judas should act as betrayer,. and that the Jews should be the 
complainants. Otherwise Ch~ist might have died a natural death, 
and there would have been no atonement. It was, in old days, 
regarded by the Jews as a meritorious act to ofter something as a 
sacrifice. It is no wonder, then, that these mo~ern Jews should 
not wish to have their ancestors robbed of. the credit given them 
by sacred history. On any other theory it would be difficult to 
account for the extraordinary conduct of Rabbi Alexander's con
gregation. 

NOW FOR .THE MEETINGS. 

Sunday, January 6, S. P.. Putnam will speak at Irving Hall, 
129 P03t street, at 8 o'clock, P.M., subject," Tlle Bible arid 
Modern Thought." All are invited. 

The list of contributors to the expenses of the meetings has 
taken on a large increase since ·last week. It now stands as 
follows: 
A. J. M. Campbell ........ $10 00 I K. Pa; ker ......... , ...... ', $1 00 


W. F. Eddy ................ 5 0.0. JohnRobillett ..... : ..· ..... 1 00 


O. T. Davis ........... ; .... 5 00 I' J: j{Obe,rtson .. ·...• " ..... " 1 00 

Robert Gunther .......... ~ 3·'00 'f:;.. fri:utl ......, ...... : .. ; ... 100 


Ed. Wegll:::r .............. , 3 00'1 Samos Par:oons . '.. : .... , . . .. 1 00 


H. E. Palanca ............ 3 00 Henry lOme .............. I 00 


L. and R. Kais~r ........... 2 00 IE. M. Hansson .... ·.: ....... I 00 

Wm.Nuble ................ 2 00 H. 'P. Evans .... ; ........... t 00 


'Philip Cowen...... . . . . . . .. I 00 Mrs. P. Va'u Hoeter ........ I 00 


H. Replogle ................ I 00 IA. J. Andersen ... · .......... I 00 


A. Derming .. . .. .. ... ...... J 00 Henry Kaiser.. . .. .... .. . ... I 00 

Charles Kair;er ... , ......... I 00 IA. H. Schou ................ I 00 
Mrs. Rebecca Kaiser.... . .. I 00 B. B. Rockwood.. . . .. . .. . . 00 

A frien(l .................. I 00 . X. L.... ....... ...... . .... 00 

Frank ButL:r ................ I 00 IMrs. R. Palanca ........... I 00 
Thos. Lee. .. .. .. . ... ... ... I 00 Gustave Palanca ........ '" I 00 

A. Imbach................ I 00 Jacob Makins.. .. . .. . .. .... I 00 


';lex Hauser ............. , I 00 IJ. H. Fritschi ...... " ... , " I 00 

h.. Butterfield...... . . . . ••. I 00 A. B. Bnrns .......... : .. " 1 00 


F. H. Schaedin........... 50 N. D. Goodell ............. I 00 

H Freichler. .. ... ... . .. .. . 50 Ii Jacob Schmid. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 50 

C. S Zej~nwaldt ...... '" . . 50 A friend ........... " . . .... 50 


A frh:nd. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 50 A frit:nd ........ " .... . . . . . 50 


Cash ............. ~.... ... 50 IF. Woodward... ...... .... 25 

G. Willmullder. . . . .. . . . . . . 50 

THE BIBLE AS A SCHOOL BOOK. 

PresiJent Cook, of the State Convention of Teachers at Sacra
mento, made the following recommendation in his address: 

~'Introduce the Bible into the schools in the least objectionable man· 
ner as soon as public sentiment and boards of education will allow. Try 
to live by its best and purest teachings and induce your pupils to do the 
same." 

Concerning this the committee chosen to report upon the ad
dress said: 

"The committee submits that discussions upon the use of the. Bible in 
the schools have b:!en so bitter, and the opinions of prominent educators 
are so widely divergent, that we feel it inadvisable to comment or disap. 
prove." 

The majority of the delegates were less conservative than the 
committee, and there was no lack of protests against any action 
of the convention in favor of introducing the Bible in the schools, 
but they appear to have compromised finally by agreeing to say 
nothing for or against it. The Bible in the schools question 
seems to possess a remarkable vitality, and its advocates are irre
pressible. Fortunately, the Hebrew-Christian book of mythol
ogy is not now used in our schools, and there is little chance that 
it will be. The Roman Catholics are opposed to it, and so are 
the Constitution and the Secularists. The situation is, at present, 
as regards the Bible, quite satisfactory, and any attempt to change 
it will un:.loubtedly me(;t with defeat, as it ought to, but the relig
}PUS hymns and ceremonies now employed should be dispensed 

with. Give the children only secular education at public ex
pense. 

" IT is because the teachings of the Christian churches of to
day strike no responsive chord in the great bosom of humanity," 
&ays Henry George, "that modern Christianity is dying like a vine 
severed from its root.;' The correctness of this view depends 
upon what modern Christianity is. The more liberal Protestant 
churches strike no responsive chord becau.3e they are hypocritical. 
They preach one thing and profess another-that is, they preach 
liberal ideas and profess orthodoxy. The Catholic church, how
ever, is as popular as at any time among the ignorant, the super
stitious, and the unscrupulous. If this church represents modern 
Christianity, then modern Christianity is in a fairly prosperous 
condition. Its rival, the S..1lvation Army, is the only bra~lch of 
Protestantism that arouses enthusiasm, and perhaps this army is 
really best entitled to be called the representative of modern 
Christianity. It and the Catholic church offer so much more 
superstition for the same amount of money that all other sects 
are as good as excluded from the harvest fields of ignorance. 

POPE LEO's latest encyclical complains that "the tendency of the 
age is toward material interests, and that the tendency is strength
ened by worldly pride, an evil press and the drama, the demor
alization of the arts and the changed e~ucation in, schools, 
Materialistic and Atheistic teachings obscuring true notions of 
right. Secularism, Nihilism, and Communism, it says, are also 
the outcomes' of this addition to material things." Considering 
that the pope is reaching out his wrinkled and palsied hands to 
grasp the sceptre of temporal power in Italy, his wail over the 
tendency of the age toward material things gives his encyclical 
letter a copious dash of hypocrisy. 

THE Protestants of New Jersey are adopting a doubtful method 
of discouraging Catholic parish schools. The trustees of the 
Normal College of the state are c<:msidering the preparation of an 
amendment to the state constitution prohibiting the establishment 
of schools, the purpose of which is to withdraw pupib from the 
public schools. This means parochial schools, of course. The 
government prohibits competition in the matter of letter carrying, 
so that it is possible the prohibition may be made to extend to 
rivalry in teaching, but it would be a questionable stretch of legal 
power. The death of Catholic encroachment lies in the 
D~mands of Secularism. 

DURING a debate in the French Chamber of Deputies last week 
a member attacked the government for going to extremes in sec
ularizing the schools. Premier Floquet, in reply, declared his 
warmest approval of everything that had been done to secularize 
the schools. The republic, he said, desired to free education 
from all religious influence. Floquet's speech was received with 
enthusiastic applause, and a motion to print and placard it 
throughout France was carried. When shall the enthusiasm of 
the American people be aroused by the head of the nation advo
cating the complete secularization of the schools of th is country? 

SO:UE pastors, when dismissed by their congregations for min
isterial conduct, proceed to organize an independent church. 
Olhers sue the trustees for damages, while others, still, express 
their dissatisfaction by a personal assault upon their accusers. 
The Rev. Fred Bell, of Columbus, 0., adopted the latter method. 
The character of the pastor being discussed by the congregation 
in his presence, one Elder Flynn remarked, "Fred Bell, I have 
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in my pocket evidence that proves you a genuine fraud."- At 
this the Rev. Mr. Bell suddenly siezed Elder Flynn, and, bearing 
him down in a pew, choked him until he was black and blue in 
the face. So, in one way or another, Christianity proceeds upon 
its triumphant march. 

THE Rev. Joseph Sasia, of the Jesuit Order of California, has 
b2-en lecturing on Galileo, his object being to show that the great 
astronomer was not persecuted for teaching scientific truth. He 
clinches the matter with the worn-out assertion that "Galileo was 
not persecuted for being a good astronomer, but for being a bad 
theologian." In Galileo's time (1632) to affirm the revolution 
of the earth was heresy, and no good theologian believed in it. 
Galileo was therefore prosecuted as a "bad theologian," as any 
good astronomer was bound to be. Catholics endeavor to draw 
attention from the main point by quibbling about the cause of his 
persecution, as though the fact that he was a heretic could make 
his trial and torture before the Inquisition any the less infamous. 

BROTHER MCCORMICK, of the Catholic Monitor, is just" catching 
on" to the beauties of alliteration. Behold: 

"Intolerance stops at nothing in order to achieve its mischievous and 
malignant aims, and it is not at all unlikely that the Methodist preachers 
of B03ton, whose brazen throats blared forth blasphemy and bigotry for 
weeks before the Boston election, taught their female tools the trick of 
voting for every officer on the ticket, when they were not entitled by law 
to commit any such crime. Are Methodists proud of their disreputable 
de~ds in this diabolical direction?" 

"Diabolical direction" was never equaled by the man who in
vented this cheap style of rhetoric. 

THE freshest joke of the season is made by our occasional cor
respondent, Mr. C. Severance, of Los Angeles. He is a carpen
ter, and relates that he has within a week beaten the best six days' 
record walking for work. Mr. Severance adds: "The thought has 
struck me several times that if Jesus Christ found it as hard to 
obtain carpenter work as I have, his going to preaching may have 
been a necessity on his part inst~ad of a desire to save the world." 

THE citizens of Massachusetts, through Senator Hoar, petition 
Congress to adopt a constitutional amendment prohibiting the in
terference of any religious sect with the common public school 
system. There are but two sects that aim at this, the Catholic 
and the Protestant. The Massachusetts petition is designed to 
prohibit Catholic interference. 

AFTER attending the lecture by B. F. Underwood in Oakland, 
anj making a speech highly complimentary to the lecturer, the 
Rev. Geo. Sweeney is now engaged in "answering" Mr. Under
wood's attacks upon the strongholds of Christianity. Mr. Sweeney 
is sometimes spoken of as the Talmage of Oakland. 

DR. R. P. FELLOWS, whose advertisement appears on another 
pJ.ge, will be with us for a year. He has for a long time been 
before the Liberal public, and we have heard no complaint that 
h~ does not do what he promises. A better indorsement could 
not be written. 

OBSERVATIONS of the eclipse at many points were highly suc
cessful, and promise important results to science. The obscura
tion began at 12 1\1., and by way of a New Year's day reform, the 
eclipse wore off at 3 P.M. 

AN unusual legal proceeding is in the courts of Rondout, N. Y. 
The action is brought by Rev. Mr. \Volfberger, against Isaac and 

Jacob Kingsburg, to recover $30 for services rendered as rabbi in 
saying prayers for the repose of the soul of the father of the de
fendants, who died a few months ago. 'The defendants claim 
that the services were of no value; but if no religious services 
were paid for until their value had been demonstrated, it is to be 
feared that the clergy would starve to death. 

MR. A. F. HOYT, of EI Monte, will please accept from U3 the 
compliments of the season and our thanks for a New Year's gift 
of $4. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD'S lectures in Stockton \vere well attended, 
and reported at length in the Stockton Express. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

George Macdonald, of FREETHOUGHT, says lhat it was only a few 
days ago that he learned there was in this country a G ~nnan Fr<!e,huught 
society called the Turnerbund. vVhich leads to the thought th?-l h.: was 
a.lso oblivious to the existence of the Good Templars. 

I take the foregoing from E. C. Walker's Fair Play to i:Iu~trate 
how easy it is to destroy the meaning of a statement by misquoting 
it. 1 did not say that it was "only a few days ago th:tt I learned 
there was in this country a German society called the Turnerbund:" 
I hea-d of the Turnerbund fifteen· years ago. My remark. was 
that I did not know that there existed in this country a large or
ganized body of German Freethinkers, "in whose Dcclara,Lm of 
Principles the Nine Demands of Liberalism are embodied." 1 
maintain that it is possible to know of the existence of an organ
ization without knowing what is contained in its D~clarati Jll of 
Principles, especially if the Declaration is printed in a foreign 
language. The platform and statutes of the Turnerbund embod
ying the demands was adopted at the National Conven:ion in 
May, 1888. 

A short time ago Mr. Walker misquoted the editor of the 
Truth Seeker, and had to explain. In the course of the discus
sion that followed he compared the editor to some Catholic gen
tleman named O'Flanagan, and now he apologizes for t11.1t. If 
Mr. Walker would be a little more careful about his quota:ions 
he would not so frequently be called upcm to humiliate him3elf. 

I am in receipt of a postal card from Mr. Moses Hull, of Chi
cago, upon which he takes occasion to remind me that he is no 
longer a resident of Des Moines, Iowa, and tliat his journal, 
New Thought, is now published in the city distinguisheJ for its 
generosity toward Anarchists in the matter of rope for anistic 
hanging purposes. I refer to Chicago, whose methods of elim
inating undesirable elements are unsurpassed by any to b~ f,mnd 
outside of St. Petersburg. 

I trust that Moses is prosperous now, but I well remem ber the 
time when he was not thus. The card I have just mentioned was 
written by Mr. Hull himself. The familiar handwriting awoke 
pleasant memories, and the memories thus awakened proceeded 
to get up and clothe themselve~ in the garments of the past. This 
figure of speech is something I thought up myself. As I said, 
or was about to say when I interrupted myself, 1 knew Mr. 1 lull 
away back in the era of my type-setting days. He hal at that 
epoch just retired from the editorial alem bic of a journal c.llled 
"Hull's Crucible." It appears that he had put all his money into 
the Crucible and melted it. At any rate, he went to work at the 
compositor's case in the Truth Seeker office. He did not at that 
time present any of the outward and visible signs of pro:;perity. 
Reformers do not, as a rule, carry those signs conspicuou:;ly dis
played. But clothes do not make the man, so it is no disparage
ment of Mr. Hull to say that his habiliments, at or about the date 
under consideration, needed renovating. There was an autum
nal aspect suggested by them, something like aNew England 
cornfield in November, and his shoes were a pair of corporations 
v..ithout souls. He worked early and late, and did his best, but 
he was never cut out for a printer. He had an empirical system 
of punctuating, and dividing, and justifying, that was quite con
sistent in itself, but it did not harmonize with the theories of the 
proof-reader. There was a legend among the boys that the mar
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ginal no~es on his proof-slips first 5uggested to Colonel Ingersoll 
the title of his lecture on the "Mistakes of Moses." 

But if Mr. Hull could not set as much type as the rest of us, 
he knew another game that was worth two of ours. He could 
make a speech that people were willing to pay for. The "wick
edest man in New York" heard of him. and gave him ten dollars a 
night to conduct the prose pOition of his sacred concerts. Moses 
carned his money. 1 attended the services myself. The sermon 
was eloquent. and the concert as sacred as any. 

Pretty soon hard times lifted with the subject of this memoir. 
An orator like lVIr. Hull could not be overlooked by the politi
cians in a presidential campaign. Consequently, our compositor 
dropped his stick and took to the stump. Someboly said he got 
a hundred dollars a week. Any way, the next time the boys saw 
him there had been a transformation. Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of Moses-new beaver, new broad
c:oth, gold watchguard. A coin just out of the mint would look 
lu~ty be::.ide him. The slickest dressed parson in New York 
never wore a whiter tie. 'The printers who had made humor
ous remarks about H ully Moses at the case lost popularity, and 
their jokes went out of circulation. 

Since that time, I judge, Mr. Hull has not been afflicted with 
ad \'ersity; I like to think that virtue is rewarded, because that 
leaves more of an opening for me. If all the good died young I 
thouldlong since have passed away, and should not now be en
joying so salubJious a climate as that of California. I expect 
tnat Mr. Hull's era of prosperity began when he learned th:1t the 
t .eories advocated in his Crucible had no indorsement strong 
enough to support them. He has had a checkered career and 
has made a record. With' one-half his experience. I believe I 
CJuld write an autobiography that would sell readily at a high 
price. 

I have just read a work by Edward Bellamy entitled "Looking 
Ibckward." Itis interesting not alone for its ideas, but because 
its chunks of political economy are strung on·a thread of ro
mance. But there is nothing new under the solar eclipse. 
Every idea in "Looking Backward" is expressed or suggested by 
" Rational Communism: The Present and the Future Republic 
0: North America," by "A Capitalist," publIshed by the Truth 
S~eker Company in New York in 1885. "Rational Commun
i';ll1," too" is a greater and bolder work, and enters fields of 
reform' that" Looking Backward" is careful to avoid. Perhaps 
I take a greater interest in ,. A Capitalist's" book because I read it 
s veral times before it was published, and because I am ac
quainted with the author. I am sure that the fact that he is a 
}'reethinket and puts the religious reform nearly the first in the 
I bt, should make me so. The two books are of the same size 
and price (fifty cents), but "Rational Communism" contains a 
considerable excess of reading matter, as it does of fact, argu
ment, and history. A perusal of Bellamy, if it convinces the 
rader, will make him a Socialist. " A Capitalist" makes him an 
a I-around reformer,and a Socialist or Communist to boot. 
Thoughtf ul people will read both books-h Rational Conunun
ism," first as a study; "Looking Backward," for recreation. 
Then, I suppose, they will go on in the same old way, and set 
bJth authors down as dreamers. But the people of his day 
th::mght that Columbus was a dreamer until America materialized. 

I notice that a band of pilgrims are soon to leave New York 
to visit Palestine. I never hear of this kind of an excursion 
without wanting to go along. The religious pilgrim to Palestine 
gets all his ideas of the country from books before he goes, and 
does not view it with his own eyes. The books and tradition 
have given the resort a fictitious value. They describe it as a 
land flowing with milk and honey, and the reader would take it 
for another Santa Clara Valley if he believed all the liars. 
About the firbt veracious writer to visit Palestine was D. M. 
B~nnett, and his account of what he saw there removed consid
erable of the glo::s. But he made the mistake of dropping into 
the unnatural Biblical style of chronicling his experience in "the 
land of Yahweh," so that it was never quite satisfactory to me. 
Many writers who might otherwise have told the truth about 
Palestine have been hampered by their reverence for holy ground. 

They stand on a rock "which possibly has been press~d by the 
feet of our savior," and their senses leave them. They view 
their surroundings with the superstitious awe that seizes a Catho
lic when he sees a piece of the true cross or any bit of wood so 
described. I am confident that I should not be affected in that 
way, and so sometime I am going to take a Bible and a sun um
brella and journey to the holy land as a special correspondent of 
this journal. The let~ers will be written in my mo~t cheerful vein, 
and the subscription price of FREETHOUGHT will not be increased. 
Putnam has his eye on Australia when his ship comes in, but if 
a sufficient amount of misguided capital ever misses some more 
deserving person and finds its way into my retentive grasp, my 
trunk will be checked for Jerusalem. M. 

HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

Delegates from all the counties in Washington Territory met 
at Ellensburg on January 3 to frame a state constitution and 
memorialize Congress for the speedy admission into the Union. 
The sentiment of the people is unanimously in favor of admL-;
sion.--There were 102 deaths in San Francisco last week 
against 147 for the corresponding week of 1887.--The annual 
export of coal from Vancouver island mines was 400,000 tons, 
chiefly to Sn.n Francisco.--In spite of the fact that speculation 
ceased over a year ago, the real-estate sales in Los Angeles 
county have amounted to over $60,000,000 since that time; the 
assessed wealth of the county has increased over fifteen and a 
half millions., and $8,000,000 worth of building has been done. 
--All the judicial recounts that have been in progress in this 
city have been finished. In the mayoralty contest O'Donnell 
gained 322 votes. Of these, 190 were taken from Pond and 104
from Story The Democrats, therefore, says the Examiner, had 
the advantage of the Republicans in the stealing in the propor
tion of about nine to five.--It is reported that the vineyardists 
of California are somewhat alarmed over the prospective dearth 
of Chinese laborers.-' -Leong Sing, a Chinaman who murdered 
his uncle, was hanged at the San Francisco county jail last week. 
He took death stoically, and the ministers in attendance failed to 
terrify him concerning his future fate. 

The Bristol, one of the finest of the Long Island Sound steam
ers, burnt at her wharf at Newport, R. I., on the 30th ult. She 
was valued at $300,000.--The Anarchists met in Chicago last 
Sunday and Mrs. Parsons made a speech despite police prohibi
tion.--Fifteen colored imbeciles were baptized in the icy 
waters of the Hudson river at Nyack, N. Y., last Sunday.-
Father Bernard J. Donnelly, assistant pastor of the Catholic 
church of the Epiphany, New York, has been relieved from his 
priestly functions, having become insane. He imagines himself 
to be vicar-general of the diocese.--While a Christmas enter
tainment was being held in the hall at Last Prospect, Pa., the hall 
collapsed and 300 people were hurled from the second to the 
first floor. Fortunately few were injured.--The Methodist 
ministers of Columbus, 0., have passed a protest against the ball 
with which it is designed to celebrate the inauguration of Harri
son.--Father Hecker, at one time associated with Emerson, 
Hawthorne, and others in the famous Brook Farm experiment, 
'and afterward a Catholic priest, died in New York last week.-
The president granted a pardon to the Mormon Bishop A. A. 
Kimball, convicted in the First District court of Utah of adultery, 
and sentenced to eight month's imprisonment. The president's 
action is based upon representations that the prisoner is in an ad
vanced stage of consumption, and would not survive in his pres
ent surroundings.--Ten years ago Priest F. C. Jean was re
moved from the pastorate of a Catholic church in Dubuque, lao 
He now sues his bishop and others for $30,000 damages, charg
ing conspiracy to injure him. ' 

The emperor of Germany enjoys a salary oI $750,000, besides 
a big income as king of Prussia. Nevertheless he asks .for a 
raise of $3So,000.--Work on the Panama canal contmucs, 
although on some sections labor has been reduced. Altogether, 
2,000 'men have been discharged within the past two months, 
owing to disputes between the Canal Company and the. con
tractors. The highest authorities consider the total suspenSIOn of 
work as very improbable. There are now about 9,000 laborers 
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actually engaged on the works.--The death of General Loris 
Melikoff~ the well-known Russian officer, is reported from Nice. 

YULE-TIDE. 

The Summer's glory passes into Autumn's weighted sheaves; 

The harvest gold is gathered midst the falling of the leaves; 

The woods grow bare, the wing of bird dims in the southern sky, 

And from the north the icy winds the whitening fields sweep by. 


The clouds of gloom, the frost, the rain, make winter's doleful sway, 

While in the heavens the circling sun wanes further day by day; 

The morning and the evening seem to mingle in the air, 

And night's long shadow crouches in the noonday's pallid glare. 


No prayers can stay the steady march of that bright sun away; 

No God is in the heart of it to give the kindlier ray. 

StIll to the distant goal it swings-the blind earth weeps in "vain; 

Not all. its thousand altars can one warm sunbeam regain; 


But when the utmost bound is reached, and Nature's course is made, 

Behold the bright, returning orb through winter's deepening shade; 

Though winds may blow, and icy breath the tempest's rack may bring, 

Still in the sun's high journey flows the music of the spring. 


It is coming nearer, nearer, to caress the eager earth; 

In every wandering sunbeam is the sweet bud's happy birth; 

The lengthening days begin to dawn with skies of blue and gold, 

And from the mount's white pinnacle the streams are sparkling rolled. 


The ranks of green are waving fair, the seed is scattered far; 

The furrowed lands are smiling to the morn and evening star. 

The birds are singing clearly, they sing of summer's crown; 

They sing of roses' perfume, and the grasses freshly mown. 


Thus the heart of man is gladdened with the Christ that nature give::;; 

'Tis the earth that is resurgent and with newer glory lives; 

'Tis the sun that marches wondrous from the regions of the night; 

'Tis the spring, with wings exultant, makes the miracle of light. 


The promise to the heart of man is not from one sublime; 

The life of all makes beauty in the gathering .wealth of time; 

Not Jesus is alone the Christ, but every good and fair, 

Each baby face gives Christmas to the mother everywhere. 


Each birth is music midst the pains that woman bears for love; 

Each hearthstone finds in children's joy the star that shines above; 

And glorious youth forever is the world's redeeming grace 

From death, eternal shining on the pathway of the race. 


So this festival is ours, not the church's or the creed's; 

It stands for nature's bounty, for sunshine, and good deeds; 

It stands for bright fraternity, for childhood linked with age; 

It stands for hero's lustre upon truth's immortal page. 


It stands' for all that life can mean of struggle and of gain; 

It stands for earnest purpose, though the darkness may remain; 

It stands for help, midst suffering, that kindly hands can give; 

ft stands for all the worthiness for which a man can live. 


Then let the chimes ring merry, through the shadows of the night; 

We will change the gloom to glory with the years' melodious flight; 

We will look to coming morning, we will hope and work for day; 

With the heart of love and brain of light, and the dark shall flee away. 


Give the gifts to happy children; in their faces' pure delight 

Is the future's sparkling promise of the triumph of the right; 

These are angels of our progress, and the music of their mirth 

Is the message sounding ever of a paradise on earth. 


This joy-day is for union, not the churches' narrow faith 

Of one Christ, or one savior, of one martyr's crown of death. 

In the world's broad field of battle do a million saviors shine; 

All deeds of love, from age to age, declare the Christ divine. 


In every mother's heart upflames the. martyr's glorious fire

The sacrifice-surrender to the helpless one's desire; 

This is the noblest God of all-the crown amid the thorn; 

The crown of joy, the crown of hope, o'er life's unceasing morn. 


Man and Nature, mingling forces, make the heaven that we see

This is the warp and woof of all the pictured tapestry; 

Then let us weave, from day to day, the brightest and the best,' 

And make the world more beautiful, and every hearthstone blest. 


Ever onward, is our summons, midst the fortunes of the strife, 

L~t the snows of age greet spring-time in the bloom of children's life' 

Whate'er betide, be youthful still, and when the sun goes down ' 

In the gathering stars and darkness hail to-morrow's golden cro~n. 


___________SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

BEPORE THE TURNVEREIN. 

On Wednesday evening, January 9, S. P. Putnam will speak before the 
San Francisco Turnverein, in the Hall at 323 Turk street. Subject, 
"The American Republic." Admission free. 

CALL POR A STATE LIBERAL ORGANIZATION. 

THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 
1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall be 

no longer exempt from just taxation. 
2. \Ve demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in. state 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall b<: discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

"4. \Ve demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern. 
ment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in. the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of "Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
liberty. 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several states, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege or advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall b.! founded 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. 

The undersigned citizens of California, realizing that the safety 
of Republican institutions is imperiled, the advance of civilization 
impeded, and the most sacred rights of man infringed by the least 
interference of the State in matters of religion, and believing, with 
the Founders of the Republic, that" Eternal vigilance is the price 
of Liberty," hereby invite the Freethinkers and Liberals of Cali
fornia to meet in Convention at Irving Hall, San Francisco, 
Sunday, January 27, 1889, at 10 o'clock A. M., for the purpose of 
forming an Auxiliary Association of the American Secular Union, 
to help secure throughout the country practical compliance ,dth 
the above Demands of Liberalism: .. 
J W North, E J Chess, . Mary A At\vood, 
\V F Freeman, Frank G Chess, A H Schou 

W H Pepper, A A Fargo, C \V Broneer, 

Abraham Schell, H L Shaug, H L Haelke, 

Philip Cowen, C Severance, Robert Laramure, 
H B Loomis, A K Coward, Emil S Lemme, 
Samos Parsons, \Vm Schroeder, W P McCord, 

William Parson!', Dr S Morse, C E Spafford, 

J Van Hoeter, HE Cutting, C H Gordon, 

Thos N Paine, E M Hansson, " Paul Duering,

S Littlefield, J ames Battersby, Carl Feschner~ 

W A Chess, C Applegarth, Charles Barth, 

R T Smith, Charles Kaiser, Ernest Brand, 

A H Swain, Lewis Kaiser, F C Miller, 

W H Scribner, Rosa Kaiser, 
 li- SchY;'arzman, Jr.,
Bnrnside McCord, Mrs Rebecca Kaber, H Herrmann,
R E Anck, John Thompson, William Glindermann,
H A Blodget, E Goodman, I K Garrett,
T E Hooding, J Goodman, Eugene L Fischer, 
John E Bailey, J Schnee, Henry Dopman,
A F Storm, A A Dunn, C H Symmes, . 
Martin Schneider, F S Dunn, B B Rockwood, 
H Meerlleck, JTaylor, F M Bates,

Fred Gunther, Chas Taylor, . Elbert Ward,

W Nolden, John Benton, Eugene Paris, 

H Hainke, S Rudy, Robert Gunther,

Louis Schneider, E A Treas, 
 HE Quosig,
J W Frank, 1\1 Lovelace, E G Wanririch, 
F I 1-.Iarks, L Schieferdecker, JOhmann,
H Stieber, Alonzo Beaver, \V H Webster, 
Jos Schweitzer, J S Frame, J Benne, 
August Walz, Harry Bull, W Loheide, 
Chas MichIe, Martin Stelzer, I J Ohmann,
C F Weber, P A Anderson, K Schoenstadtt, 
John R Kaiser, F Koch, R Demartina, 
John Anderson, Ludwig Axt, Samuel Kaiser, 
Marion Estep, Alexander .Rasmassen, Victoria Kaiser, 
Joseph Cevasto, Henry Samlsh, Fredric Kaiser, 
John Kaiser, Henry Krall, Henry Kaiser,
T B Misly, Henry Schmall, G W Thurston, 
E Parkhurst, Andrew Berte1i;on. Henry J Buner, 
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W Jordan, 

Frank Garrigue, 

Arvin Lewis, 

Sven Svenson, 

H W Faust 

Frank MarsaiJes 

Eugene Hough, 

Peter Brandt, 

D H Vagts, 

H G Alberts, 

Rob~rt Knudsen, 

Geo W Shaw, 

George Veil, 

F Stuenner, 

Chas Slater, 

John F Bear, 

R T Ankerson, 

Samuel L,::,er, 

E J Weiber, 

E Rosson, 

Wm F Lieben, 

C K Finnour, 

o Hubertz, 
F ·Bernzott, 
Charles Himbert, 
E Grimrel, 
Aug Hagedorn, 
Theo Nagel, 
Reinhold Screhlow, 
William Schoening, 
George Skss, 
Jos Castor, 
Clias Nielsen, 
M Bany, 
Danid Frank, 
NM Grosse, 
Henry Maret, 
Loui.; Schonpold, 
WIlliam Eggert, 
G Eyssen, 
C Schutz, 
H Gleisman, 
D Davidson, 
\Vm Kern, 
C Flach, 
Paul Schutz, 
Louis Hinz, Jr;, 
George Herrmann, 
Loui.; Rapp, 
Theo Planz, 
Albert Goldman, 
Jos L Schater, 
W F Blasanf, 
A Kelter, 
Fr. Wellenbdnk, 
Emanuel Stoz, 
Alfred Furst, 
L Schulkheis, 
James Hay, 
L T Hallett, 
G _orge Frampton, 
J olm S~vers, 
Landon Bonham, 
W W Young, 

A Woodin, 

John DoHond, 

John Goeddel, 

H A Smith, 

W W Orr, 

Sam'l Calhoun, 

J A Valder, 

H Marteen,. 

J M Voss, 

N Hunt, 

G W Doane, 

C V Sellards, 

o M LeFebvre, 

W H Evans, 

E A Pullin, 

S Littlefield, 

Wm H Fink, 

A N Henry, 

J S Roberts, 

S P Bates, 

H C Gade, 

John Meradeth, 

M H Cone, 

Thos E Cone, 

A J Mason, 


Adam TRice,
J J Hopper, 
A E Hendricks, 
E B Johnson, 
Jos Helmsen, 
J Sickel, 
N H Milche1l, 
Tohn Kuehler, 
Fred Clist, 
A E \Vhite, 
SO Llewllyn, 
D \V Hudson, 
Jerry Moltzen, 
John Turner, 
T A Darling, 
H Baldridge, 
C H Turner, 
G J Turner, 
A Pawning, 
J R Hare, 
L 1\[ Laporte, 
S G Lewis, 
W W N;:lson, 
L M Carr, 
o L Twitchell, 

J H Prodger, 

Simon Novitzky, 

Wm Kohler, 

J P Mealeville, 

F J Roberts, 

G W Dutton, 

W A Pope, 

V LeDuc, 

Henry Hanssen, 

J W Griffiths, 

Chas S Downes, 

J W Lawnt, 

John A Perkins, 

Richard Stager, 
E Lundquist, 
\Vm Larson, 
P H Nordstrom, 
H W Walker, 
Chs Quinting, 
Chas H Mayer, 
\V H Eastman, 
Eli Larson, 
Geo E Church, 
Andrew D.!rming, 
Conrad Pdsch, 
J H Sandkamp, 
Geo Ruge, 
G H \"oerz, 
P Skoellin, 
Phillip Gretsch, 
Joseph Gassner, 
Otto Koch, 
Earnest Claussen, 
Rohert Andin, 
C F Mictinger, 
Jacob Hakius, 
Alex Hauser, 
J H Fritschi. 
L Smz, 
Gus A Einselen, 
G Knopf, 
D Fried, 
S S Schultes, 
R Cook, 
F Husing, 
F Attinger, 
Henry Qlbrich, 
G Eiennessey, 
August Otto, 
C H Sagehorn,
JG Seaton, 
A H Hogue, 
S W Westfall, 
Joseph Dick, 
T G Hogue, 
L L Femmons, 
E Femmons, 
Mrs D J Broneer, 
Mrs M Schou, 
J H Mertz, 
Thomas Arper, 
Frank Johnson, 
H L Hae1ke, 
A Hat:.lke, 

Laura Hae1ke, 
Clare Hae1ke, 
Joseph E Crane, 
C W Poole, 
Al McMillan, 
N D Phelps, 
Fred McMillan, 
Jno D Beaur, 
G \V Bagby, 
Neils Esperson, 
W L Smilh, 
N A Oxindine, 
A Taylor, 
C H Bennett, 
G Hansson, 
H Gilroy, 
L A Manchester, 
L CrovilTlia, 
M Le~t,b 
\Vm Atwood, 
:Mary Atwood, 
Oscar Allison, 
TOlJathan R Davis, 
°T ames French, 
Philip Boersep, 
M A Misenheimer, 
David Clapp, 
() H Cambridge, 
G S Andersen, 
Samos Crossley, 
H Roerdon, 
William Gross, 
H A Russell, 
Dr B Hamlin, 
Henry Schlenter, 
M Levy, 
S I Ki(hl, 
F R Fo:;ter, 
Dr L L Moore, 
E Moore, 
Jo:1 A Fox, 
S G Fox, 
A H Kidd, 
Frank B Fox, 
R N Graves, 
B K Sweetland, 
I II Fox, 
Geo S Foster, 
\V T Burton, 
Thos Nelson, 
Andy Taylor, 
]) Brownstone, 
A Brownstone, 
J W Chisum, 
Henry S Ellis, 
W F lIolser, 
Mrs R Palanca, 
Gustave Palanca, 
A Imbach,
J E Palanca, 
J Maines 
T C Geercke, 
Henry Dopman, 
C Meinecke, 
Geo Meineke, 
Fredericke Meinecke, 
William McAuslan, 
H Friedlander, 
John Dohbel, 
Andrew Krogh, 
Henry Friedericksen, 
I Bulwer, 
Theo Wetischy, 
C J Thorn,
J G Cooper, 
A "Verner, 
C Tenhert, 
Leopold Palmsag, 
Oscar Stuber, 
Johanna Dopman, 
George Hinrichsen, 
H C Hinrichsen, 
Marie Hinrichsen, 
Carl C Mohr, 
Jacob Gassner, 
D Gross, 
F Chas Bocer, 
P L Davis, 
J W Clark, 

Chas Czagln, W Kraus, E Phillips, 
Ralph S\!ward, F M Lorenz, Harvey Squire, 
J H Breen, P Lorenz, J E McKenzie, 
J W Waeher, Ernst Schober, . W S Fowler, 
F \Viegmann, Chas Haas, Chas Sperry, 
D Bottenstein, W G Baimlier, Geo Hogan, 
C H King, J T Davis, George Knack, 
I G Price, P G Sharp, Thos Hill, 
A Wolf, W T Jones, Horace Lyon, Jr., 
\V Vaden-bin, Thos T R~ad, Horace Lyon, Sr., 
Samuel Levi, G C Hyatt, Mrs E L Hanson, 
P Braas, J C Gage, Louis Khut, 
L Blohm, C Grattan, Lewis McKelvay, 

L Thowges, A T Hudson, Dallas McCord, 

A T Forbes, Emile Dreyfous, Jno S Douglas,

T B Forbes, Jas A Loutent, H A Jastro, 

l' Petersen, Thos J Pope, A WerilJ, 

A Muller, John Ebert, W Wmterhater, 

H Tierny, V Heck, H Stepfons, 


Many other names were received too Jate for publication, and the list 
will be continued next week. 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

The cull apse of De Lesscps's Panama Canal has set every 
tongue wagging, "Didn't I tell you so?" There is more truth 
than poetry here. The belief was undoubtedly general that this 
old man would ultimately fail, for in no other way can the apa
thy of the American people O\'er this work be explained. If 
there ever had been any prospect of success, the Monroe doctrine 
would have come to the front. There has been no letting down 
on this distinctively American idea. The stronger we become, 
the stronger hold this old notion of the elder Adams and Mon
roe has on us. Every observing man has, for the past two years, 
seen the hand writing on the wall. De Lesseps has made a plucky 
fight, but the inevitable was too strong for him. That our gov
ernment will permit France to complete this work, no one in the 
East credits. "America for Americans" is a growing, not a fad
ing, sentiment. The resignation of De Lesseps caused for a day 
some little apprehension in Wall street of financial trouble in 
Paris. This is possible, but not probable, as the holders of the 
Panama securities are of the middle classes, scattered all over 
France. The securities have been paid for, and are held as invest
ment. P ,mics are caused by big losses falling on a few large oper
ators, or moneyed institutions. In this instance the loss falls on a 
multitude of people. Such a state of affairs in this country would 
not cause a ripple of excitement in Wall streec. Of course French
men are differeilt from other people, and one neyer knows just 
how to take them. 

Of late Europe has been drawing on us for millions of gold. 
The bears in the Street are greatly exercised over it, and are pre
dicting woes unnumbered. \Ve are rich in gvld, and can spare 
a few more millions without doing more than putting the rate of 
money up to 6 per cent. The continual coining of silver, and 
the extracting of gold from our mines, have reduced our depend
ence on Europe. \Ve are as independent of her financially as 
we are politically. She rather looks to us. The ill-repute of 
our railroad securities is no reflection on our tinancial condition. 
The country is as solid as a rock. Our merchants are conserva
tive, our banks are fuB of money. There has been no balloon
ing, except in building· railroads into jungles, deserts, and waste 
places. The tonnage mo\'ed shows conclusively that our people 
are actively engaged in their daily pursuits. The profits may be 
small, but that matters little so long as everyone is busy. 

Every man, woman, and child in New York is preparing for 
Christmas. The stores are made more attractive than ever; for
eign marts have been ransacked for novelties to please the eye, 
and from the rushing of the female portion of Gotham success 
seems to have b:!en achieved. Macy, as usual, has his holiday 
show in his Fourteenth-street windows. It is a great attraction 
to children. Our "gin-:lIlills" are decked outside with festoons 
of evergreens. Their multitude on some avenues presents an 
appearance at once grotesque and attractive. If the inside is as 
festive as the outside is attractive, Christmas will be jolly there. 

Some of our cranks are rejoicing over ,"Mrs. Diss Debar," 
whose term of imprisonment on Blackwell Island expired on the 
17th. Old Luther Marsh is said to be cured of his infatuation. 
How such frauds exist is a mystery, or, we should rather say, how 
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a sensible man becomes their dupe is a mystery. Luther R. 
Marsh for years was one of our .brightest lawyers, and the last 
man to be caught by such a woman. She must be a woman of 
magnetism, of intellect; nevertheless our courts have branded her 
a fraud. The Fox sisters have confessed that Spiritualism was a 
fraud at its birth. This confession ought to end this craze, but it 
seems to enrage that class of people known as Spiritualists in 
this part of the East. 

Mrs. Diss Debar has asked through her lawyer, John D. Towns
end, to see her children, This, Eldridge Gerry, president of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, refuses. This 
feems cruel, it may be just. That she is an adventu-re3s the 
court, I take it, has settled, but that she is devoid of love for her 
offspring, I cannot believe. The Society, I think, frequently goes 
to extremes, and consequently at times is unjust. Gerry inherited 
a fortune from a miserly uncle. He is a kid-glove philanthro
p:st. EUDORUS. 

New York, Dec. 19, 1888. 

A THEOLOGICAL PARADOX. 

That a house should,seem to stand and the people continue to 
live in it as though nothing had happened, and this after all of 
its foundations had been removed-this is the paradox which I 
have in mind. And it is one of so striking a nature that one will 
hardly find it true in any other domain except that of theology. 
So remarkable a sight as this is worth looking at. Let us, there
fore, consider it a little and see what lessons it may have for us. " 

The theological structure which orthodox Christianity has 
erected is clear-cut in outline, bound part to part, and thoroughly 
consistent with itself. As now we examine a few of the main 
features of the "plan of salvation," all this will appear. 

1St. This world-a province of God's universal kingdom-is 
in a state of re~ellion. Every man, woman, and child is .. born 
into this rebelliL~s condition. The state of nature is one of alien
ation from God and all good. No matter howgood a man may 
be, in the ordinary sense of the word, he is a rebel; and this fact 
taints all that he is or does. And until he "throws down the arms 
of his rebellion," no natural virtues can at all avail to put him in 
right relations to God. 

This is perfectly reasonable on this governmental theory of 
the world. Sir Harry Vane's virtues did not make him any less 
a traitor to the king. So it is rational and logical for Mr. Moody 
to say: "Morality don't touch the question of salvation." Of 
course not, on the basis of this supp03ed theory and the supposed 
facts. 

zd. God, against whom this causeless and wicked rebellion has 
been raised, has a perfect right to choose as to what terms he will 
reluire as the condition of forgiveness. Man, who deserves only 
death, has nothing to say on this subject. 

3d. In order to maintain the majesty of his government and 
the inviolability of his laws, God is under the necessity of making 
such a public example of his hatred of sin, as well of his love, as 
\\·iIl jllstify in the eyes of his intelligent creation his extending a 
free pardon to rebellious man. To this end the second person of 
the Trinity takes on human nature and suffers the penalty of the· 
broken la~\'. This secures the double end of vindicating God's 
j J;jtice and displaying his forgiving love. 

4th. Now he is free to pardon all those who accept this offer
ing as made on their behalf. And they have no right to com
plain if pardon is refused on any other terms. 

5th. On this theory the church is made up of those who have 
accepted these terms. Such persons become the "nucleus of a 
growing army of loyalists. It is their business to fight against 
whatever tends to continue this rebellion and to do all they can 
to induce God's enemies to lay down their arms. 

9th. Those who become loyal are the willing subjects of God's 
kingdom, and so entitled to share God's final victory and the 
blessings of his heaven. Those who remain rebellious are fol
lowers and friends of Satan, the leaJer of God's enemies, and 
mu~t expect to share his ultimate defeat and th~ pains and penal
ties of his prison-house. 

This is the general scheme of things on which all the activi
ties of the orthodox church are based. 

Now, everybody kuO\vs that the entire foundation of this whole 
theological structure is the story of the garden of Eden and the 
fall of man. If man has. not fallen, then this world is not a re
bellious province of God's great kingdom. If man is not fallen, 
all the talk about providing terms or conditions of forgiveness is 
uncalled for. If man is not fallen, there is no need of the stu
pendous miracle of an incarnate and crucified God. If man 
is not fallen, the radical distinction between the church and the 
world breaks down. If man is not fallen, the popular dreams of 
heaven and hell are only dreams and do not accurately represent 
the future destiny of man and woman. 

How stands this question then? Plainly, thus: In no civilized 
country, to-day, is there a bJy or girl of fourteen years of age who 
has not the means of knowing that the story of the fall of man has 
no more reasonable basis of belief than have the stories of Her

" cules. Not only has it no rational support, it is beyond question 
dispro..'ed. That is, another story as to man's origin and nature 
is so thoroughly established that, but for theological bias, no in
telligent person could be found who would think for one moment 
of questioning it. 

Even the biblical support for the story of the FaIr is almost 
wholly confined to the theological discussions of one man, Paul. 

"The older and greater prophets say nothing about it. It appears 
in the Old Testament only after the contact of the Jews with the 
Persians, at the time of the captivity. For all competent scho!ars 
know that the early parts of Genesis, containing the story, were 
not composed until the time of or after the captivity. This, then. 
is a Pagan, Persian legend, and only that. It is a Pagan way of 
trying to account for the sorrows and evils of life. Accordin3" to 
the orthodox theory, Jesus was God coming to earth to save man 
from the results of the fall, and yet, curiously enough; he do~s 
not seem to know anything about it. 

But even though the Bible were full of it, from beginning to 
end, still "we know, on other grounds, that it is not true. A be
lief in the Ascent of man has takea the place of a belief in his 
Fall in the minds of all free and competent students. 

Of course it is to be expecte~ that all those who still b~lieve 
the story of the Fall should keep on in their endeavors to "save" 
people after the old methods. But now comes the wonder of 
our theological paradox. Those who still believe this story are 
not nearly enough to continue the activities of the churches on 
their present basis. Thousands ot persons who do not b.elieve it 
at all any longer still help to continue all these old activities just 
as though nothing had happened. Many among those who do 
this are ministers; that is, they have seen the entire foundation 

. of their theological house taken out and yet go on Iiving in it, 
and asking others to come into it for safety, as though they still 
believed it founded on the everlasting rock. And yet it ought 
tq be plain, to even the feeblest intellect, that if this race of ours 
is not a fallen one, then-whatever else it may need-it does not 
need to be "saved from the effects of the Fall." 

Let us now note two or three great evils that result from this 
plradoxical condition of affairs. 

1St. It is kept up at a terrible cost- of the sincerity of those wh~ 
are even "silen~ partners" to what must hereafter -be only ~ pre
tense, though ever so "pious" a one. 

2d. Only less serious than this is another evil. If a physician 
thinks a patient is ill of a certain disease, of course he will treat 
him for that. But should he find out that the disease was of en
tirelyanother character, what would he do? And what would 
people be justified in saying if he should keep on doctoring him 
for the first supposed disease? If the human race has fallen 
and the old theory about it is true, then, of course, a certai~ 
method of treatment is rational and helpful. But if it has not 
and the old theory is not true, then the old treatment is not only 
injurious, but it stands square in the way of such a course of med
icine as might put the patient on his feet. Con.:;ider, therefore 
the waste of time, of money, of thought, of devotion and enthu~ 
siasm, that has been going on for a thousand years. That the 
world has gradually been improving is no justification of these 
theories. For, in the first place, it has improved more rapidly 
by as much as these old beliefs have become less and less influ
ential. And, in the second place, patients often im prm'e in spite 
of, and not because of, their doctors. And, in the third place, 
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during the periods of the most rapid improvement, a thousand 
other agencies have been at work, through the' activity of thou
sands who had rejected the old beliefs. 

If only all the intelligence, the time and the money of the civil
ized world (which are now wasted on the old methods) could be 
direc:ed to finding and curing the real evils of the world, the 
long dreamed of "kingdom of God" (the real kingdom of man) 
might be brought to pass in a single century. In the nature of 
things there is no reason why this old world should not be
come a garden, filled \vith intelligent and happy peoples. 

In giving up the dreams and legends of the past, nothing is 
lost I'ut illusions; and what is found is "the truth· that" -in old 
theological phrase-His able to make men wise unto salvation." 
And this salvation is from the real evils that destroy human hap
piness and human life, and not from shadows.-M. J. SAVAGE, 
in the Open Court. 

A WOLF IN WOOLEN. 

The world is kind to ministers and priests as a rule. There 
are in the United States about one hundred thousand of them 
who, with their families, are supported by the people. Their 
churche.s to the value of about $700,000,000 pay no taxes, and 
the people allow themselves to be taxed to make up the deficit 
caused by the omission to tax this vast amount of property. In 
return for this the ministers, as a rule, are quiet, peacable, hu
mc:;n~ men who do what they can to make death painless and 
matrimony sweet. They are ready to take money from all 
sources. and never refuse it because of the opinions of those who 
give. , But in the reverend Clark Braden is found a minister who, 
while he live:; upon the social body, vilifies and maligns all that 
portion of iUhat does not recognize in him a being sent of God 
to den:)unce and destroy all beliefs that do not comport 
with his own.. It is nothing to him that the Constitution 
of the United S:ates guarantees to all freedom to entertain 
unmo'ested whltever opinions they may. He arro3"antly as
sumes the right to traduce all men and women who do not con
fess him and Christ. It .is apparent ~t times that he does not 
even consider the claims of Jesus upon the sympathies of the 
WGrld in his vaulting ambition to be considered a divine being 
himself. Nothing is safe from his vile tongue. Such being the 
·case. it is worth while that the public should know the truth in 
regard to this man. Having put on the livery of heaven, it is 
well enough to know that he is using it as a cover under which 
to serve the devil of his own meanness. In a debate which he 
recently held with Mr. B. F. Underwood in Oregon his emphasis 
was always laid upon scurrilous assaults upon men and women 
who do not accept the Bible as an infallible guide in life. His 
treatment of his opponent was such as might have been expected 
from a rough, a bully, or a blackguard. His introduction of his 
false, malignant, and diabolical attack on R. G. Ingersoll and 
his daughters into the debate (by attempting to advertise his 
"Ingerwll pamphlet") was a piece of audacious impudence that 
could not be excelled by a desperado who should force himself, 
pistol in hand, into the company of ladies and gentlemen, entirely 
justifying Mr. Underwood's severe language that the author of 
tvat pamphlet was" a mean vilifier and an infamous liar." Mr. 
Underwood pro~ested against the sale or advertisement of this 
pamphlet from the platform during the debate, and as soon as 
the moderators came to understand its character thev sustained 
Mr. Underwood in his "point of order," and Braden was com
pelled to respect the decision, and he made no further reference 
to the pamphlet during the debate. His attempts to convert his 
opponent's introduction of Darwin's doctrine of "Sexual Selec
tion" into obscenity were the low and vicious acts of a guttersnipe. 
\Vhat is he, and why has he thus attempted to smirch better peo
ple than himself? Let his own church answer these questions in 
part. In August, 1876, "The Church of Christ," at Perry, Pike 
county, Ill., published a letter "To the Christian Brotherhood, 
wherever scattered, greeting," signed by the five elders of the 
church-l\I. B. Chenoweth, B. F. Dorsey, Joseph S. Chenoweth, 
A. Dorsey, and J. M. Browning. Referring to a tract, charging 
"our leading preachers as lewd and licentious men," and con
taining "most false, and slanderous" statements, written hy Clark 
Braden, the church, through its elder~, says: 

Had we known its character, and that Clark Braden was its author, 
no letter of commendation would have gained him admission to Ollr fel
lowship. \Ve claim, therefore, that he imposed upon our ignoranc~ in 
thi.; matter when he sought and obtained our confidence and fellowship; 
and that consequently he is not, and never was, rightfully a m~mher of 
this congregation. Under these circumstances we do not feel at Iib~rt y 
to bring him to an account b:;!fore the bar of the church, even for wrongs 
and mi.;clemeanors committed since coming among us, which we d~em 
amply sufficient in themselves to warrant us in withdrawing our fellow
ship, if it existed, unless he rep:;!nt of his wrongs. 

The letter concludes by saying: 
Until Clark Braden di:;avows the sentim~nts of the aforesaid pam

phlet, acknowledges his wrong for thus slandering the church and the 
preach ~rs, and sets himself right b!fore the congregation for his conduct 
here, we must hold him as an enemy of the church and to the cause 
which we plead, and as wholly unworthy of a plac;! among us, either as 
a member of the body or a preacher of the blessed gospel. 

The Apostolic Times, a Disciple paper, August 3, 1876, said 
editorially: 

\Ve do not hesitate to declare that the author of such a tract deserves 
to b~ not only censured but excommunicated by the congregation to 
which he belongs, and repudiated by the entire brotherhood unless he 
gives evidence of sincere repentance. .. . If one who has ob~ained mem
bership wrongfully deports himself wrongfully, anci does thing,;; worthy 
of expulsion, as the elders in this case affirm of 1\1r. Braden, then the. 
reasons for expulsion are multiplied anel the right to expel, though not 
increa.,ecl, becomes much clearer. 

Braden declares th:l.t he 'forced the aboV'e-nam ed gentlemen to 
retract their statement, but one of them, Mr. B. F. Dorsey, was 
sub3equently written to from Sllem. 0., and from l\Ieaford, OnL, 
a3king if the charges against Braden had been withdrawn. 
Following is an extract from one of Mr. Dorsey's replies: 

You ask if the inclosed charg~s s~ill hold again:;t Braden? I answer, 
They do. You then if ask Braden's charac:er is good in this community. 
I answer, It is 1tot by allY 7It~a1ts. 

In the other letter Mr. Dorsey wrote (August 10, 1880): 
You ask the question if the five elders of the Christian church in 

Perry have retracted their statement made by them Aug. 9. 1876, ad. 
dres.:;~d to the Chri.:;tian Brotherhood in reference to Clark Braden. They 
have not rdracted anything they have published or said concerning Clark 
Braden. 

The original of these letters can, if necesslfy, be produced. 
The Rev. L. L. Luse, of Nebraska, says: 
I have had business transactions with a large number of men in a 

great many different states-men of all characters and professions-but 
for pure meanness, unlimited trickery, uncalled for and foolish lying, 
the like of Clark Braden I have never known. 

WILBER, NER., April 6, 1887. 
MR. EDITOR: Friday of last week was a cold day for the Rev. Clark 

. Braden. He and the Rev. L. L. Luse have b;!en making \Vilber th~ir 
headquarters for settling a little unpleasantness existing between them 
for the past two or three years. First, Rev. Luse had Rev. Braden 
arrested for selling mortgaged property. Then Rev. Braden had Rev. 
Luse arrested for perjury. Then Rev. Luse, in a civil suit, obtained 
judgment against Rev. Braden for about $150, and siezed Rev. Braden's 
grip-sack, or trunk, containing some old clothes, boots, and Bradan's 
l.;!ctures, all of which were sold at sheriff's sale. Then Rev. Braden, on 
the oath of Christain minister, had another warrant issued, and sent the 
sheriff all the way to Pennsylvania and had Rev. Luse again arrested 
for perjury. He was tried and acquitted, and at the instance of Rev. 
Luse, the sheriff siezed Braden's overcoat to apply on aforesaid judgment; 
and Braden failed to prove himself a Christian by not even offering to 
give his other coat also. H. KILGORE. 

As long ago as 187 I Braden was in trouble with his own 
. brethren. Owing to his malignant denunciation of some of them, 
it was said that he was "insane." It was then that he wrote to 
B. F. Underwood advising him how he should proceed to defeat 
Elder J. S. Sweeney, Braden's clerical brother, in delate. Fol
lowing is an extract from the letter: 

If you have not met Rev. J. S. Sweeney, you will find him weak on 
history. historic evidences, sciences, the position that the Bible is an out
growth of pre-existent paganism and was built up like all other books 
of religion. He is sharp, pert, and declamatory, but superficial in edu
cation, not well read, and retails second-hand what he uses. If you will 
press these pOints on him and frequently press on him that he does not 
answer them, you will defeat him. He will fail in what we debated in 
our first and second propositions also. Review what you have prese~te(l 
on his attention, and you can defeat him. Should you feel like remmcl
ing him of our debate, do so FOR ME. This is between us, remember. 

Braden's attack on Colonel Ingersoll is so malignant that it 
defea's itself. No intelligent person can glance through it with
out being convinced that its object is not to tell the truth, but to 
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gratify a personal spite. Fortunately the pamphlet itself contains 
a statement that explains Braden's attitude toward' the colonel. 
On page 5 Braden says: "In thz's volume we intend /0 publt'sh the 
full/ext of every lecture as he delz"vers it." That is to say, Braden 
started out to write a biographical sketch of Colonel Ingersoll, 
then to steal his lectures, make a "volume" which should serve 
to advertise "Clark Braden" in connection with "Robert G. 
Ingersoll," being shekels and fame to the impecunious, disr.epu
table priest, and set him up in business. The object was to steal 
the fame of the great Freethinker for the name, fame, and profit 
of .the little Christian. But the publisher of Colonel Ingersoll's 
lectures happened to possess copyrights upon them, and the 
Rev. Clark Braden found his game blocked. Then he 
turned in rage and vomited his poverty-stricken bile upon the 
colonel and his family in this pamphlet, hoping to excite the colo
nel's anger to such a degree that he would either reply to 
Braden or kick him, or do something that would bring him before 
the public in connection with Ingersoll. However, the colonel has 
never paid the slightest attention to the fellow's filth, the scheme 
to advertise himself has been a failure, and his pamphlet has 
proved a poor investment. His attack on the character of Colo
nel Ingersoll's daughters is vice defiling virtue, sin defaming 
irinocence, hideousness slandering beauty. It could have been 
produced only by a person whose nature is corrupt, whose heart 
is that of a hyena, whose tongue is that of a cobra, whose imbe
cility marks his reptilian tendencies. No man possessed of the 
remotest instincts of a gentleman would be guilty of such an act,. 
and no gentleman will uphold him in it, even if it were true. 
But what is his authority? A man in Chicago told a man in 
Galva, and in the course of time Braden heard of it, and in 
oder to "get even" with Colonel Ingersoll for not allowing him 
to steal his lectures and make his" volume," hi!; low, ghoulish 
nature prompts him to publish it in this pamphlet. 

Such is the man who is put forward by the Christian churches 
to defend Christianity against Freethought. But the churches of 
Oregon will soon learn, as the churches of other states learned 
long ago, that the caress of this man is worse than his, kick. 
His defense of Christianity is more to be dreaded by the church 
than the influence of Freethought. . The viper will ever sting the 
hand that warms it. 

Braden's" evidence" presented against prominent Liberals is 
hear-say, gossip, and envious tattle, and it would not be admitted 
as relevant in any court of justice. But his mean, dastardly 
course opens the door for the introduction of matter upon the 
other· side, and as Braden is put forward as a Christian minister 
of good character and standing, it is proper. to weigh his attack 
on Freethinkers by the estimate of those who know him. Such 
being the case, it can be said that there is better evidence to prove 
that Braden has been guilty of disgraceful and disreputable con
duct in private life than any that Braden produces in his pam
phlet to sustain his reptilian attack upon Colonel Ingersoll and his 
family. There is better evidence to prove that this reverend, 
Clark Braden, has been known as a petty thief than is any of the 
testimony introduced into his pamphlet to prove his charges 
against Colonel Ingersoll. 

In the recent debate this "meek and lowly" charged that 
Colonel Ingersoll had been engaged in returning fugitive slaves, 
and when asked for his authority said: 

"It was old Mr. McGee." 
" Where did he live?" 
" At a town in Illinois." 
" What was his first name '?" 
"He is dead." 
"Oh, he's dead, and you can slander Ingersoll in his name 

with impunity!" exclaimed Mr. Underwood. 
There is positive evidence to prove that this man who slanders 

innocent young women was disowned and denounced by the 
Campbellite church in Perry, Illinois, for the publication of a 
slanderous and lying pamphlet attacking some of his brethren 
in the church. There is positive evidence to prove that he is 
often reckless, untruthful, and malicious in his statements. 
There is positive evidence to prove that he wiII not pay an 
honest debt. 

Now, therefore, Braden's attack on Colonel Ingersoll and his 

estimable daughters, when examined in the light of its author's 
character, is seen to be the work of a man who, for a quarter of 
a century, has borne a bad name-a man who has been called a 
thief, a slanderer, a liar, and a brutal husband. \Vhat the 
statements of such a man ~re worth the public can readily 
understand. OREGON. 

INGERSOLL'S REPLY TO CARDINAL MANNING. 

From the North American Review. 
VIII. 

If the real pope is the vicar of Christ, the true shepherd of the 
sheep, this fact should be known not only to the vica!, but to the 
sheep. A divinely founded and guarded church ought to know 
its own shepherd, and yet the Catholic sheep have not always 
been certain who the shepherd was. . 

The Council of Pisa, held in 1409, dep03ed two popes-rivals 
--Gregory and Benedict-that is to say, deposed the actual vicar 
of Christ and the pretended. This action was taken because a 
council, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, could not tell the genu
ine from the counterfeit. The council then elected another vicar, 
whose authority was afterwards denied. Alexander V. died and 
John XXIII. took his place; Gregory XII. insisted that h~ was 
the lawful pope; John resigned, then he was dep03ed, and after
wards imprisoned; then Gregory XII. resigned, and Martin V. 
was elected. The whole thing reads like the annals of a South 
American revolution. 

The Council of Constance restored, as the cardinal declares, 
the unity of the church, and brought back the consolation of the 
Holy Ghost. Before this great council John H uss appeared and 
maintained his own tenets. The council declared that the 
church was not bouud to keep its promise with a heretic. Hu:;s 
was condemned and executed on the 6th of July, 1415. Ilis dis
ciple, Jerome of Prague, recanted, but having relapsed, was put 
to death, May 30, 1416. This cursed council shed the blood 
of H uss and Jerome. 

The cardinal app.als to the author of "Ecce Homo" for the 
purpose of showing that Christianity is above nature, and the fol
lowing passages among others are quoted: 

"Who can describe that which unites men? Who has entered 
into the formation of speech, which is the symbe>l of their union? 
Who can describe exhaustively the origin of civil society? He 
who can do these things can explain the origin of the Christian 
church." 

These passages should not have been quoted by the cardinal. 
Th~ a?thor of the~e passages simply says that the origin of the 
Chnstlan church IS no harder to find and describe than that 
which unites men-than that which has entered into the forma
tion of speech, the symbol of their union-no harder to describe 
than the origin of civil society-because he says that one who can 
describe these can describe the other. 

Certainly none of these things are above nature. We do not 
need the a'>sistance of the Holy Ghost in these matters. We know 
that men are united by common interests, common purposes, 
common dangers--by race, climate, and education. It is no more 
wonderful that people live in families tribes communities anj 
nations, than that birds, ants, and bees hve in 'flocks and sw~rms 

If we know ;tnything, we know that languao-e is natural-that 
it is a physical science. But if we take the ground occupied by 
the cardinal, then we in~ist that everything that cannot be ac
counted for by man, IS supernatural. Let me ask, by what 
man? What man must we take as the standard? Cosmas or 
Humboldt, St. Irenreus or Darwin? If everythino- that we can,.; 
not account for is above nature, then ignorance is fhe test of the 
supernatural. The man who is mentally honest, stops where his 
knowledge stops. At that point he says that he does not know. 
Such a man is a philosopher. Then the theologian steps for
ward, denounces the modes~y of the philosop~ers as blasphemy, 
and proceeds to tell what IS beyond the honzon of the human 
intellect. 

Could a savage account for the telegraph, or the telephone hv 
natural causes? How would he account for these wonders? 'H~ 
would account for them precisely as the cardinal accounts for the 
Catholic church. 
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Belonging to no rival church, I have not the slightest interest 
in the primacy of Leo XII!., and yet it is to be regretted that 
this primacy rests upon such a narrow and insecure foundation. 

The cardinal says that" it will appear almost certain that the 
original Greek of St. Iremeus, whzch zs unfortunately lost, con
tained either the word, or some inflection of one, which signifies 
primacy." 

From this it appears that the primacy of the bishop of Rome 
rests on some" inflection" of a Greek word-and that this sup
posed inflection was in a letter supposed to have been written by 
St. Iremx:us, which has certainly been lost. Is it' possible that 
the vast fabric of papal power has this, and only this, for its 
foundation? To this "inflection" has it come at last? 

The cardinal's case depends upon the intelligence and veracity 
of his witnesses. The fathers of the church were utterly incapa
ble of examining a question of fact. They were all believers in 
the miraculous. The same is true of the apostles. If St. John 
was the author of the Apocalypse, he was undoubtedly insane. 
If Polycarp said the things attributed to him by, Catholic writers, 
he was certainly in the condition of his master.. What is the tes
tilDony of St. fohn worth in the light of the foilowing? c, Cer
inthus, the heretic, was in a bath-house. St. John and another 
Christian were about to enter. St. John cried out: C Let us run 
away, lest the house fall upon us while the enemy of truth is in 
it.' " Is it possible that St. John thought that God would kill two 
eminent Christians for the purpose of getting even with one 
heretic? 

Let. us see who Polycarp was. He seems to· have been a pro
totype of the Catholic church, as will be seen from the following 
statement concerning this father: "\Vhen any heretical doctrine 
was spoken in his presence he would stop his ears." After this, 
there can be no question of his orthodoxy. It is claimed that 
Polycarp was a martyr-that a spear was run through his body, 
and that from the wound the soul, in the shape of a bird, flew 
away. The history of his death is just as true as the hi~tory of 
his life. . 

Irenreus, another witness, took the ground that there was to be 
a millennium-a thousand years of enjoyment in which celibacy 
would not be the highest form of virtue. If he is called as a wit
ne!)s for the purpose of establishing the divine origin of the 
church, and if one of his "inflections" is the basis of papal 
supremacy, is the cardinal also willing to take his testimony as 
to the nature of the millennium? 

All the fathers were infinitely credulous. Everyone of them 
believed, not only in the miracles said to have been wrought by 
Christ, by the apostles, and by other Christians, but every one of 
them believed in the Pagan miracles. All of these fathers were 
familiar with wonders and impossibilities. Nothing was so com
mon with them as to work miracles, and on many occasions they 
not only cured diseases, not only reversed the order of nature, 
but succeeded in raising the dead. 

It is very hard, indeed, to prove what the apostles said, or 
what the fathers of the church wrote. There were many centuries 
filled with forgeries-many generations in which the cunning 
hands of ecclesiastics erased, obliterated, and interpolated the 
records of the past-during which they invented books, invented 
authors, and quoted from books that never existed. 

The testimony of the" Fathers" is without the slightest value. 
They believed everything-they examined nothing. They re
ceived as a waste-basket receives. Whoever accepts their testi
mony will exclaim with the cardinal: "Happily men are not 
saved by logic." 

THE FORUM. 

The entertainment arranged by the Forum Quartette for the 
evening of Dec. I 2, was a splendid artistic, jf not a financial suc
cess, and to Mr. Frank Stillman, the organist, and our leader, 
Mr. Card, are due the thanks of the organization for the credita
ble programme. ' 

Miss Deal, our former organist, also a very accomplished 
pianist, who adds delicacy of interpretation to her efforts, kindly 
assisted, receiving a merited recall. In fact, to abbreviate this 
notice, I might state that all the numbers were so exceptionally 
well renclered that they were encored. Prof. Geo. A. Vinton, 

director of the Chicago Musical and Dramatic College, and one 
of our active members, whose inimitable character impersona
tions are a whole entertainment in themselves. added much to 
the strength of the programme. Mrs. Emma Ma Dan's solo 
was rendered with the evenness of quatity, easy phrasing, and 
melodic grace of a voice naturally true to pitch, possessing sweet
ness and power. Miss Hattie Allen and Mr. Stillman's difficult 
piano duo was performed with the masterly dash of a pair of 
virtuosos, and the young lady admirably sustained her artistic 
reputation in the solo which followed. 

The songs of Messrs. Haverson and Hayes were admirably 
sung, and brought down the house. The professional lady 
whistler, Miss Bigelow, was very fine, but it was scarcely neces
sary to add such expense to so excellent a programme. 

The recital of little Florence Segner was a novelty. \Vhen her 
father mounted the platform with an immense easel we were full 
of expectancy to know what this clever little six-rear-old was 
going to do. It turned out to be an original poetic version of 
"Mary's Little Lamb," with thirteen large crayon drawings de
picting the thrilling situations of the tragic story. Mr. Segner's 
illustrations and the little lady's recital will be a cherished mem
ory of the altogether pleasing performance. 

THE LIGHT-BEARER. 
l\10ses Harman, the much-persecuted editor of Lucifer, occu

pied the rostrum at the Forum last Sunday, and though the first 
time he had ever essayed to address a public gathering, delivered 
a very able lecture from his point of view on the Eighth Demand 
of Liberalism, entitled" Christian vs. Natural Morality." A very 
interesting and animated discussion followed, participated in by 
Judge F. C. Russell, C. S:Darrow, Moses Hull, the celebrated 
lecturer, Wm. Holmes, H. E. Bartholomew, and the writer. 

Chicago. E. A. STEVEXS. 
Ingersoll's Contemplated Trip. 

From the Examiner. 
PONOMA. December 28.-Ex-Senator Stephen W. Dorsey will 

accompany Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and family on their visit to 
the Pacific Coast. From Ponoma the party will go to Monterey, 
and from there to San Jose. 

IN OAKLAND. 

oThere will be a lecture in Oakland by S. P. Putnam next Sunday after 
noon, January 6, at 3 o'clock, in Odd Fellow's Hall, corner of Eleventh 
and Franklin streets. Come all. Admission free. 

PREMIUMS. 

Attention is called to the premiums for new subscribers to FREF.
THOUGHT offered on another page. A good many of ollr friends have 
worked for the paper and done their best,' and have refused all offers of 
r.!ward in the form of a commission. The premium list of books is entic
ing; we woulrllike to see 'a thousand readers take advantage of it. 

RENEWALS. 

This is the season for renewals, and we are reminded of that fact both 
by the large number sent in and by the large number that have not as 
yet reached us. 'Ve have had a year's trial before a jury of our patrons. 
The verdict, which will come in the form of renewals, is due. 'Ve trust 
that the jury will be unanimously in favor of giving us another year. 

SAMPLE COPIES. 

This'issue is sent to several thousand persons who are not subscribers. 
FREETHOUGHT earnestly endeavors to find favor in the eyes and minds 
of all Liberals. It seeks also their patronage. Reader, if YOll find 
FREETHOUGHT a paper that promises to give you your money's worth 
during the next year, subscnbe~ and it will visit you every week. The 
subscription price is $2 per annum. Address Putnam & Macdonald, 50 4 
Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

THE Sinaloa Colony Club meets Jan. 6, at 2 P.lI., at 39 4th st. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. * * 



14 FREETHOUGHT. 

WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in' quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and ~ccompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en establi.>~ed in the s~me town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\'[-WINDERS.~Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $g; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50 .. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver cose, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounc.! case, $. extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open~face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I I 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, iIlside glass cap; 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and' $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special' artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of oth{!rs ! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH;-Thebest in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch; In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, fi)]ed Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., h~mtlllg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14·karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., .to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. . . 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line; and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price.. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc; worth $35' for $25: 
do., worth $70,. fO.r $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictJy as represented. 

. RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from allY catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye.glasses. • . . . . . .• $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr..plated Table-spoons .. $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and. ... . . •. . . . . . . . .. 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per ·oz. 1.60 
(Send· line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .. ; ...... : ........... . ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 .. . 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one... 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ........ "........ . .50 

6 Rog:;:rsBros' best triple-plated Knives.. 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ............... : ..... . ·75 
" Forks.. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3,_ $4 to .... . 10.00 

Teaspoons.. 1.70 

An goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $I; springs, $I; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, .111. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

SAYSDR. EADON.REMARKABLE BOOK, 
" 

of Bdin hnrgh. Soot
a 'lrl\uuate of t hree unIVerSities, and. ret ired after 50 .years' pract .ce, he 

,:~t~~~(.~,;~;~ l~ r:!::~:::b~';t;·la:.I:.~.~:~:~-:~i':.I~~~C:d\~:5; 
the most popular and comprehensive boot treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
=~vde:bI~ ~~ewri~t:n:~ j;nrll!I~I~: ~.:~~ ~: ro~~ : 
I nstructlve, practical presentation o~'Medical Common Sense" medi A 
Y aluable t.o invalids, showing new means by which they may be cnre D 
A pproved by editors, phYSICians, clergymen. cr it 'CR. and Jiterat I 
Thorough treatmrnt of subj ects e!\pecia lJy important to young me N 
Everyone who .. wants to know. you know," will find it interestin Q 
4 Parts, 3S Chapter., 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

Just introduced, consists of a serlerA NEW FEATURE, of .beautiful ~olor .. " n~ntoQt. 

:3:r1 :~:Sfo'~~ll~~"~~~~~~~it~a?~~~':lst~~!~Y~~~~ ~Jf'J: 
wS:~~~r A G EN TS l{~h~:;~r::?Y;lf~~~h~°J;!::i~~~;¥n ::ci 
bours." :Many agents take 50 or 100 at once, nt special rates. Send for terms. 

a I6-page Contents Table of Plain Home Talk. red\. -white andFREE~lul' circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', Heal/,n MQnthlll. 
Standard Edition, .3.25 ~ S!,me prin~ ~nd iIIustrati~ns..the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference 181D paper and bwdmg. 

III1JUUY BILL PUB. 00... 129 (N.) East 28th St., New lork. 

THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A :\fagazme of 24 pp., devuted to BY G. H. STCCKHAl'tI, l\I,D •• 

Liberalism, Frecthol ght, Secularism,-and Ethics. Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposetl 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHA W, Waco, Texas. CIo.h, 75 cts. Address this office 
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. All Communications Strictly Confidential, 

A ·'ANitLEGALLYQJ''p'
LIFIlm PHYSICIAN. 
the mt-st succcsslul (in 
Rpecialty) as hls I'ractke wU 
surely llro'·e. 'l'Le 
treats all tholle peculia" 
eagts of young and 
aged men such as. semiual 
lYellkne~s. impotency, &c., 
suiting from indcscret,iou and 
ignorance of youth. 'I'bose who 
are ailing should send ten (Il) 
cents for his beok, 
Counsellor," setting f<.rth 
external ApplicatilJn-

A POSI'.rIVE ('"VUE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, lnd she uld 
Tead by the young fOJ' instnlc' 
tion anu the afflicted for relit!. 

Plain Envelopes used. The bo')k spoken of sent sealed. 
Address, DR. }(. P_ FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
::lay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[1<'rom the Wash:ngton Na!·iom'l View.] 
nr. Fellows.. of Vineland, New Jersey offers" his valuahle 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. :Similiar arIvert'sements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed alJd f'xposed by the press
but. Dr. Fellows, a specialht, in hIS line. stands foremosi 
ill his profesl'idn. and the encomiums showered Ullon him 
publicly liS well as in private, are Iiattcrillg evidences of 
the high apprec:ation and confidenC'e hs long and con5c'en. 
tious dtovolion to h s speciaIt,ies in hi3 p ofession have so 
justly meritell for l.im, and it is safe to tntst him. 

A Testilll0nial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12. 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELT.OWs-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is wOlkinglike a cLa: Dl. 1 am completely surprised the WIloY 
it acts upOU the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weakneBSs, (seminal weakness) is coming out alk 
right. Yours reslectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair Fample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States. 
from young. middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who ale now cured 
by DIy Exteinal AI'pliC'ation, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this claSM of di~eases. As I am an out·and-out 
Liberal 1 trust the Freeth nhrs of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money on 
Christ,an doctoll!. DR. Fl!:LLOWS. 

S. P. TAYLOR &. CO., 
Manufact~rers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Ma11ila, Book, hews, Hardwat"e, Wrapping. 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo rarer Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st, S. F. 


FREETIIOUGII'[ BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The' New God. 10c. The New God was matll 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture.. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. A', 
Washburn. . 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filleJ 
with manly thoughts, expressed in man'ly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American sto·ry •. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and ,.ltamatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with' 
the livng spirit of to.daY."-J'onn Swintoll'I' 
PIIPg-. . 
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M. LESS, 
Real Estate and General Business 

..A.. GEl NT,. 
he Sale and Purcha~e of Every Class of 

BUSI:-"i<:<;; Cay AND COUNTRY PROPERTY, 
1f0TI':LS, SALOONS, AND GROCERIES. 

PARl':mRS SECURED. LOAN'! NEGOTIATED 

31 ('-carny Strl~CI; ~. F. 

All Pu chase l\IJney m\l.~t be paid through thi!l offica, other
wi.;e pUl"Clla3ers w.n be held reslJOnsble [or

the am.mnt of my lJolllmisdion. 

I'L\ (~ IFIe Cj\ 1< 1< IAGE C ( ). 
BUSINESS OFFICtlj 11 POWELL ST. 


OJxn:\{ fIINCKI."·,V SUPKRI~Tl<::\DENT 


Central Stands, 200 and 207 'Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J _,A.REED~ 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS"& SHOES 

Made to' order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairingn~ntly done. I ll1vite t.I~erenders of this 
pnperto -give me'a trial.' JAS~ 'A. REED,' 

:t75 Natoma St., cor. 5th, S. F. 

SECULAR THOUGHT.. 
A 701l;nal of Lioeral Thought. 

The Official Organ of the Canadian Secular Union. 

P~blished Weekly., $2.' per Year. 

CHARLES. WATTS, Editor, 

31 Adelaide st. East, Toronto, 

Ont., Canada. 

Read wbatColonellngersoll says: "I am much 
pleased with S::cular 'fhought-=-with its form, 
arrangement, and contents-above all; with its 
spirit. It is splendid .. · I, don't see how it could 
be better. 1 read-it with' the greatest of plea
sure." COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

Read what B. F. UndQrwood says: "Mr. Watts 
publishes a solid,paper. Secular Thought is the 
best Liberal paper thilt now comes to me." . 

_" . _ B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Read what Helen H. Gardener says: "I heartily 

congratulate our Canadian fnends upon'the fact 
that they are represented by S~cular Thought, a 
paper of which. they -.can be justly proud, and 
which tlier need riever hesitate to hand, to their 
most delicate-minded friends, howeverrdigi6us 
they may be." HELEN H. GARDENFR. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian- Church~ 
Pnce, 10 cents. . 

Sunday and the Sabbath •. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. -Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. r hurch and the Public Schools 
.Price,S cents. 

A Short .H istQry of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation arid 
Development of. the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Prlce,;o cents. 

FREETHOUGHT. 

F~L\SHIONS. 


! 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $~5.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR .............................................. , ...... _.. 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR ........ '......................................... , 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application, 

C:H:AS•..~F..' :BU:Fl.0-1\IJ:.AN". 


. TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH 

A' BRmF HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUE~ 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROlt-

ADRIA-,-V If.': TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
inramotls, distinction of being:dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By Jr\:!\ms G. MAGUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. I IS, octavo. Price· 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
FI anci.~t:o, Cal. 

HISTORY. OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris
ing all that relates to the pro!!,ress of the Christian reli· 
gion in "The IIistorj of the De<'lIneand Fall of the Homan 
Empire," and a Yin(lication (never bl'fore published in 
this country) of Bome passages in the 15th an'\ 16th cllap. 
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Preface anti Notes by the Editor, inclUding variorum 
note.'I by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, "an English Church· 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 palCes. 
Cloth•. With Engravings. Price, $160. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the ilJllllortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the national an, 
them entitled "LarJ~ of Libelty." Price, 10 cenUl; 5 cop
Ies, 25 cents; 25 COpies, $1• 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
,)r lAws of the Moral and Phylfcal World. By BaroD 
D'Holbach. A new and Improved edition, with DOte. b,
D14erot. Two yolQJDea lD ODO. Price, 12. 

STREET 101-

REMSBUR~'S'"W'ORKS. 

False Clarms. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the 'Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. . 

Fathers of the Republic. raine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of lon'luest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Inlole, ance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery: Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty a~~ Vagr.an
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy.; O~sceTlJty. PTl(;e, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copIes, ~1. SpeCIal 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking, ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
'from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsollle print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 

. ~criptures and the Sab~~th; Exan?in.atio~ of 
"-unday Arguments; Ongm of Chnstlan Sa}, 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers;.the 
Sabbath during the ~liddle Ages; the Puntan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l hrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of ~unda'y 
I,aws.· l'lice, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
. . 504 Kearny st. San FrancisCO. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or the Infidel Teacher. 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married,. 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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FREETHOUGHT LECTURES 

----------J3~----------

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM 

------AT----

IR VING HALL, 129 POST ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

SUNDAY EVENINGS, JANUARY 6, 13, 20 AND 27, 1889. 
SUBJEOTS: 

Jan. 6.-" The Bible and Modern Thought.", Jan. 13.-" ,Evolution and Creation." 


J an~ 20.'-" The Religious. Conspiracy." 


JANUARY 27th, 28th, and 29th, 

GOPJVENTION OF LIBERALS OF CALIFORNIA and PAINE ANNIVERSARY OELEBRATION. 
Many Prominent Speakers will be present" and Address the Meetings. 

ALL ARE INVITED.' SEATS FREE. 

PREMIUMS WITH, FREETHOUCHT FOR, 1889• 
.. ... 

In order to increase the circulatiou of' FREETHOUGHT, and at the same time to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following 

Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE· BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

" Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF' CHRISTIANITY and 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

" Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A rnost Magnifi
cent Volume). 

" Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) . . . VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half 
Morocco, (111ost· elegant style, $4 ed). 

"Six New Subscribers ($12) . . INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: . 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOIJL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 
VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.~p. 

"VOLTAIRE'S ROlfANCES, .(fine. binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES Co~rpLETE, $5.00.' ~ 
~Dy,oft~eBe works will be sent postpl\id! upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

AD ~ RESS, PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST, SAN FRANCISCO,' 
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SAN FRANCISCO, - JANUARY 12, 1889 

THE large choir at the Moody meetings dra,,'s well, and a patient 
public listen to the wearisome twaddle of the 'revivalist as a 
penance. 

THE colored man continues to distinguish himself in the field 
of religion.. a convention of Catholic negroes having just been 
held at Washington.' It is getting so now that when a chicken 
is missing there is no way of determining whether it has gone to 
line the' ribs of a Bl.ptist minister or a Catholic priest". 

THE Bulgarian monk who is preaching to interested working
men in the northern part of the state may be a fanatic, but he is 
sound on some questions. For instance, he denounces the popu
I.ar churches for begging the hard-earned wages of the poor to 
build costly edifices and pay high salaries to their preachers. 
This is worthy the ~ttention of working people. 

PITTSBURGH, Pa., Catholic~ have been occupying a public school 
building for parochial school purposes, but the Protestants raised 
such a rumpus that the Rev. Mr. Sheedy, the priest in that parish, 
has decided to vacate. The Catholics should now retaliate by 
driving Protestantism out of PittSburgh's public schools. The 
catechism has as much right in the schools as the Bible. 

.THE Rev. John Dowie, faith-healer, is tryilig to make Job 
out a liar. It will be remembered that the prophet declared 
that" the Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away." For this Mr. 
Dowie would substitute, "The Lord giveth and the devil t:tketh 
away." If somebody will take the Rev. John Dowie away we 
will give him due cr~dit, whether it is done by the Lord or his 
great adversary. 

NEW JERSEY has a law, passed in 1770, which makes it a crime 
for anyone to attempt to pass himself off on the public as the 
messiah, and a man has just been arrested for violating it. He 
refused to give bail and demanded trial, saying that God would 
be his c~nsel and defense. Readers of the Bible will recall 
that a man in Palestine, termed the messiah, once went to trial 
with similar confidence,- and 'that at the last moment he was 
moved to exclaim, "My God, my God, why hast thOu forsaken 
me?" 

Al\lOXG the claims made for the Catholic church by Cardinal 
Manning in his discussion with Colonel Ingersoll was the on~ that 
the church had abolish~d demonology. Ingersoll showed that 
the claim was untrue. Now two Catholic priests of San Francisco 
tell an Examiner reporter that all priests are at ordination invested 
by the bishop with the power of exorcism, or casting out devils. 
It seems, fur~her, that there is still in the Catholic church an order 
called the Order of Exorcists., The priests explain that Spirit
ua~ism is of satani~ originjand that mediums are" possessed." 

MRS. MARY H. MCGLYNN, who married Frank McGlynn, a 
brother of the former coadjutor of Henry George, has sued for a 
divorce in the San francisco courts. Frank McGlynn is a well
known and reputable real estate dealer of this city. Mrs. Mc
Glynn, who is a Catholic, charges that her h~sband scoffs at the 
pope; ridicules the Jesuits, will not go to church, and has made 
their home a house of blasphemy. She further avers that he is 
an Atheist. In view of which she demands an absolute divorce 
and a division of the estate. If this case were investigated it is 
probable that a priest would be found back of it who will get a 
good share of the estate in return for ,a dispensation permitting a 
Catholic woman to obtain a divorce. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 
, 

I thought to strike golden sunshine when I arrived in Califor. 
nia. But the skies\vere misty and the streets muddy in Sacra
mento in the dim light of. Saturday morning, December 29. 
It had been raining'persistently for over a month. The old 
inhabitants say that this is a remarkably damp season, but that 
the wet weather . gives promise of a big crop. In some places, 
however; there has been so much rain that seed cannot be 
planted: The next day after my arrival the skies became clear 
and brilliant, and it looks nOw as if the sunny days are ascendant, 
and if so, all the valleys and hills will be ready for cultivation. 
Yes, gloriously the sun shines forth on Sunday and on New 
Year's day, and the mud disappears with marvelous rapidity. It 
does not stay long upon the soil of California when Apollo rides 
through the heavens in his unclouded chariot. I spent New 
Year's at -the home of N. D. Goodell, where every season flows 
along with bright serenity. When the rains descend the fireside 
is blazing still with cheerful glow. Also I met Mr. and Mrs. 
0. T. Davis with greetings of the new year, and R. Butterfield 
and others, who look forward and not backward, and "lend a 
hand." So the old yea.. passes with happy memories and the 
new year comes with splendid hope. Looking over the months 
of labor, and thinking of the many friends and homes along the 
way from sea to sea, where "mountains kiss high heaven;" 
where broad rivers flow,. plains spread to the blue horizon, har
~est-fields ripple like' ~ummer's ocean, and orange blossoms 
mingle with golden fruit-from the varied scene touched with 
the spirit of progress, where life and thought prevail, rich with 
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nature's pomp--.-inspirations come to clearer work in the ever
broadening pathway of mankind. The world is better to~day 
than it was yesterday, and it will be better and happjer to-mor
row than it is· to:"day. 

In the wide future there's a golden age,_ 
Richer than ever gleaned on poet's page; 
Where all that's excellent on~ earth shall thrive,. 
And the pure, generous soul alone shall live; \ 
Where weakness, misery and nanow thought; 
The stupid pleasures that are sold and bought; 
The heart that's false, the spirit insincere, 
The dark ambition and the soul of fear-
All these shall vanish in its vivid light, 
And happy homes shall sparkle on the sight. 
Oh, there are prophecies of this bright time, 
In many a· burning word and thought sublime; 
We feel them when the gorgeous spring-time flows, 
'Vhen summer murmurs to the golden close; 
We feel them in those deep and mystic days 
That flash and gladden in October's haze; 
And winter's pure and sparkling lengths of snow 
Unfold its fairy visions in their glow. . 
Thus nature blooms upon the stream of love, 
It's rich with joy below, around, above. 
The universal being flames in aU-
In constellations huge and feathery ball. 
Within, without, to purity, and life, 
The perfect wonder shines above the strife. 
The earest purpose· makes the future bright, 
And paradise is found in doing right. 

On New Year's I witnessed the darkening of the sun. The 
edipse was nearly total at Sacramento. It was a magnificent 
spectacle when the sweeping orb left only a little rim of light 
along the vast firmanent. One bright star was visible to the 
naked eye, shining through the fleecy clouds that floated in the 
upper heaven. It seemed like a sleepless watcher over the pale 
couch of the king of day, a maiden fair. who would not desert 
the discro\vned monarch, dimmed by the insolent, ungrateful 
moon, which would never wear its silver jewels save for the 
smiles of the genial Phrebus. The sun eclipsed by moon! 
What a story of human life in that majestic symbol-nature re
peating the trag~dy of genius! 

The clouds hung in strange, wild splendor around that deso
late scene A pale b·rilliance, mingling with deep, dark gulfs, as if 
there were a sunset in the middle sky, made the view intensely 
pathetic. There never was a picture more infinitely suggestive. 
The wandering eye saw masses of color changing like lightning 
on a sea of darkness. The supreme moment, when the rim of 
light was tiniest, overshadowed like a pall. Around the defeated 
sun the clouds rolled in midnight gloom. Then suddenly the 
light increased, as if by some magic touch, and the ghastly glare 
turned to golden flame. The mighty sun appears victorious, re
gains its diadem, and woos ·once .more the e~rth, and covers it 
with sparkling robes. 

Early on Wednesday morning I seek the Golden Gate. I 
read of blizzards in the East-of blinding snows-but here are 
the flowers of spring, the beautiful, verdant swards, and shining 
waters. It is like New England in June, this January morning 
in California. The hills are simply dazzling· in their bright ar
ray, No snow,' no ice, but expanses of living green. 

Once more voyaging the broad bay, the regal city of the West 
greets the eye; once more the thronging multitude makes pic

tures of varying life; once more the music of the superb boat 


. mingles with the flashing tide, then grates against the busy wharf. 

Once more I am in FREETHOUGHT olfIce, where, twelve months 


ago, scarcely a single subscriber was 'on the' books, and now the 
number is among the thousands. . 

"The boundless future pours its ample dower 
_ Upon the toil and struggle of to day, . 

On Sunday afternoon I meet again the Liberal friends of Oak
land. I lecture at Odd Fellow's Hall, on "The Religious Con
spiracy." A fair beginning has been made; lectures will be given 
at the same place for the next two Sunday afternoons. Friend 
Schou, the" deacon" of our "Big Church," the church of Hu
manity, the church ofScience, was 1lresent to carryon the prac
tical business arrangements of the meetings, and he is always 
ready to do this with the same enthusiasm as ",hen a member of 
the Methodist church. The prospects are favorable for progres
sive work in Oakland. Our welcome was all that heart could 
wish. Considerable interest was Ol.wakened by the subjects pre
sented, and the dangers that threatened the Republic, especially 

. the attitude of som eof the labor organizations of this co_untry; for 
instance, the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, which, by 
vote at its last national gathering, pledged its support to the Blair 
Sabbath bill, and therefore to the union of church and state'. 
.Labor organizations should not thus allow themselves to be. hood
winked into such ecclesiastical schemes. Sturdy protests are be
ing made against such indorsements of Sabbath legislation, and 
I hope there will be a thorough agitation among working people 
on this point, so that they can understand this Sabbatb-in-the
state business to be an enemy of the rights of labor. 

The clergymen ofOakland are in quite a hubbub over "Rob
ert Elsmere." Sermons have been pred.ched pro and con, and 
discussion waxes loud, and many side issues have been intro
duced. The interest justifies a lecture upon "Robert ~Ismere," 
which I shall give next Sunday afternoon. This is a representa
tive book, and although it does not represent Freethought, nev
ertheless it is a valuable ally, and has given orthodoxy a stagger
ing blow. No wonder the priests are excited over its marvelous 
popularity. This is a sign of the times, but it does not betoken 
the" second coming of Christ." I shall endeavor to show the 
value ofthis book, and also its limitations. 

The meeting in San Francisco on Sundar evening was indica
tive of success. It. was the largest audience I have yet addressed 
in this city.. There is growth. This is all that we can hope for 
now, but it is a prophecy of what will ce "in the iong result of 
time." SAMUEL P. PU1NAl'tI, 

January 7, 1889. 
GOOD DEEDS. 

The Silverton Secular Union has contributed, by collection, 
$9.20 to the American Sentinel, which is pushing forward the 
Sunday Remonstrance Petition with untiring determination. In 
this fight now forced upon the Liberals by the American Sabbath 
Union and Senator Blair's bill, the Seventh Day Adventists 
are persistent· and courageous allies) and ~e join hands heartily 
with them. They have already secured ten thousand signatures 
in Oakland, and their agents are -busily at work· throughout the 
land. Let every. subscriber of FREETOUGHT send for a copy of 
this Remonstrance and secure names. The supporters of Sena
tor Blair's bill claim fifteen million names upon their petition. 
:rhe action of the Silverton Secular Union is a good. one to fol
·low. This Union, also, by the efforts of its lady members has 
raised $50 for a Library fund. The like should be done at every 
possible point. A Freethought library is a constant and widening 
influence. 

M. J. Kettering, of Ranier, Oregon, h~s contributed $1 to the 
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.Hacker fund. We would like to see more of these good' gifts 
for our veteran friend. Many to-day enjoy the fruits of his 
strenuous toil. In" News and Notes" from Stella, our friend 
Kette.ring's name, by a typographical error, has changed to 
"Kettinger." , l?erhaps thereis nothing in a name, but we desire 
our generous comrade. to be titled as he really is, for he is a well
known ,citizen of the Northwest. R. Butterfield, of Sacramento, 
gives $5 for the Girard will case, with the ~emark "that there is 
more in his pocket for the same purpose,. when needed.". Friend 
Butterfield is as hopeful no\v as in his younger days. He is not 
the kind to get rich, for he has too much philosophy, but If he 
ever does get a hold upon 'the golden treasure of this earth it 
won't go to the making of harps, or the mansions and stre.ets of 
the New Jerusalem, qut to the building' of a Freethought hall in 
the clpital of the state. 

·The Girard will case is of the utmost importance. To under
stand this thoroughly one should read Dr. Westbrook's book on 
the subject. Copies are for sale at.FREETHOUGHT office, pric~ $1. 

LIBERALISM EAST AND WEST. 

The "Truth Seeker Annual for 1889" is a publication of un
usual importance. Its illostrations are good; its calendar is most 
valuable; its review bE "Freethought in thelUn'ited States 1888" 
written, in :'th,u~deious Gladstonian s~ntences, is compiete a~d 
comprehensive, if we ~xcept its failure to record the birth and 
growth of a Freethoughtjournal in San Francisco; its symposium 
on'" Liberalism" 'is the greatest and best addition' to Liberal 
literature made for many years, and the colIocation entitled 
"Ingersoll and,Shaksp'ere" is nothing less than wonderful. 

But the'chief feature of the Annual is the Symposium. The 
editor submitted a serie3 of fourteen questions to the leading 
Freethinkers of the country, and twenty-four replied. The four
teen questions cover a grelt deal of debatable ground, but 
'perhaps the one the ans\vers to which will be of most interest to 
the readers of FREETHOUGHT is this: 

"\Vhere are the most Liberals, and in what section of the country is the 
be,st work for Liber~1ism being done?" 

Colonel Ingersoll answers as follows: 
"The most Liberals ar~jn, the most intelligent section of the United 

States. Where people think the most, you will find the most Liberals; 
where people think the least, you will- find the most bigots. Bigotry is 
produced by feeling; Liberalism, by thinking-that is to say, the one is 
a prejudice,' the other a principle." 

James Parton answers none of the questions, but, as he says, 
merely sends the thought that'came into his mind when he read 
them. -- .. -" 

Charles Watts replies that 'according to his experience, there 
are most Liberals and best wotk done in Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Chicago, Ill.; Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Pa., and in Toronto 
and the Lower, Provinces, Canada. 

Capt. Robert C. Adams mentions Canada, and Boston. 
J. D. Shaw finds most Liberals among the reading classes. 
J. H. Burnham believes tmt both the East and the West offer 

interesting fields. 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker names New York and Boston as the best 

points for Liberalism, though not in proportion to population. 
Thus three writers locate the center of Liberalism in the E~st, 

and four are non-committal. Now let--us quote the seventeen 
others. They answer the question where the best work is being 
done for Liberalism in this way: 

Helen Gardener: "In the West and Northwest." 

S. P. Putnam: "The West." 
E. A. Stevens: "In the West." 

Parker Pillsbury: "In and \vest of New York.", 

F. M. Holland: "In the Northwest." 
E. B. Foote, Jr.: "West of the Mississippi." 

Lucy N. Colman: "The West." 

L. K. Washburn: "In the Western states." 

Ella E. Gibson: "In the West. 

Susan H. Wixo~: "In the West." 

John Peck: "The grand prairies of the West." 

W. S. Bell: "In the wide West." 
E. C. Walker: "The Pacific Coast, the territorie3, and Texas." 
Mattie A. Freeman: "In the West." , 

Juliet H. Severance, M. D.: "In the West." 

John R. Kelso: "I would prefer the Pacific Coast." 

G. H. Dawes: "North Central and Pacific states. 
Out of twenty writers, therefore, who express an opmlOn, 

seventeen agree that the best work for Liberalism is being done 
in the West. It is certainly high praise to the workers in this' 
section; but a few years ago, . before the Am erican Secular Union 
had sent its secretary through the country to lecture wherever a~ 
audience could be found, this verdict \~ould not have been given. 
Since that time, however, and especially during the past year, 
there is little doubt that the West has been the .scene of the 
greater activity in Liberal work. The Truth Seeker and the 
Liberal Club in New York; the Investigator and L. K. Washburn 
in Boston; E. A.. Stevens and the Local Secular Union in Chicago;, 
Charles Watts and Secular Thought in Toronto, Canada; the 
~ennsylvania Liberals, and others, are doing magnificent service. ' 
The lecture and newspaper' work in the West has heretpfore, 
been done largely by non-residents. Now that this state of 
affairs is changed, still greater results ~ay be looked for in the 
•future. 

TO THE LIBERAL~ OF CALIFORNIA. 

The Call for a convention of the Liberals of this st'lte, and the 
meetings in the month of January, point to work of vital impor
tance in the growth of the Liberal party. It is hoped that every 
Liberal in this state will feel an interest and responsibility in this 
endeavor for a union of Freethought forces. This union is 
necessary, for, without doubt, a determined effort will be made. 
for larger ecclesiastical authority in state and national legislation. 
It needs but slight study of the signs of the times to discern a 
gathering storm. Six million signatures have been attached to a 
petition in favor of a National Sabbath law, and the Romish 
church, by the attitude of Cardinal Gibbons, with its seven mill
ions of membership, is committed to this usurpation of rights. 
Th~re can no longer. be indifference. One cannot withdraw from 
the state. Its strong arm is over all the land. The rich and the 
poor alike must obey its mandate. No true American can affirm 
he has nothing at stake in such a crisis. It won't do to say that. 
tyrannical laws will not be passed. Such laws are already on the, 
statute books, and Freethinkers and Christians alike have been 
imprisoned in consequence. It is the illusion of some that the 
republic, like the king, can do no wrong. , But in a republic 
there can be despotism and a disregard of justice, and unless 
every citizen is instant to note and remove all infringements upon 
personal liberly, there is danger. If Liberals would devote a 
little time to these matSen; they would be aroused to most earnest 
action, and their voice would be heard. 

United action is needed against combined eccIe.;iastical en-. 
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croachments. The State ConveI"!tion is for this purpose. It is a 
call for the maintenance of human rights. It isa call to bring the 
administration of our government to the simple' and sublime 
principle,S of the Declaration of Independence: Our platform is 
a platform of rights; It· has no creed of belief or non-belief. 
However important belief and the understanding of the truth and 
the triumph of knowledge over ignorance may be, first and fore
most, beyond the truth or falsehood of any belief, is the right to 
hold a b'elief. Rights transcend beliefs. To believe the right is 
indeed of infinite moment, but the right to believe is even greater 
than this, for the right to believe is the shining road to every 
glorious truth. 

The summons is not to the defense of any creed, but to the 
d~fense of liberty and justice. If it were merely a matter of 
creed, Liberals might be justified in a do-nothing policy. One 
might say, I care not what my neighbor believes. It concerns 
menot whether he prays good Lord or good devil. I am indif
ferent to the intellectual and moral condition of others. Each 
must find truth or error in his own way. Thus the free-and-easy 
Liberal might declare, and if there were no question of rights at 
issue there would be no urgency of disapproval. But the richest, 
the most cultured, the most self-reliant Liberal is under the do
minion of the state. Unless he becomes a disembodied spirit he 
cannot escape this universal power. So long as he has houses 
and bank stock and a body; so long as he desires work and play; 
so long as he must eat and drink, and clothe himself; so long as 
he is in, this world, a man among men. he is under the control 
of the state. He is a citizen in the state. He is subject to the 
laws of the state. His personal libe!ty is constantly in jeopardy. 
He may be selfish in regard to creeds. He may not care to 
make people wiser or better. But he cannot be careless in re
gard to rights. If he has the spirit of a man he must stand for his 
rights. He cannot surrender them. No man can. The most· 
indifterent must defend his rights, or suffer personal degradation. 

This is the question of to-day': human rights. When liberty 
is established truth will win the day, but if liberty is destroyed 
then truth is lost in the shadows of tyranny. 
- A bold altem pt is being made by the Christians of this land to 
revolutionize the government-to unite church and state-and 
under the forms of democracy to make one of the greatest des
potisms in the world. The principles of the fathers of the republic, 
of Washington and Jefferson, are to be repudiated, and it is to be 
declared that this nation is founded upon the Bible, an 1 only 
belie~ers -'in its divine revelation can enjoy the privileges of 
citizenship. ' 

There is no doubt of a wide-spread conspiracy for the estab
lishment of religious authority. A majority of the people are not 
in favor of this, but a determined and bigoted sninority will some
times overcome a careless and indifferent majority and practically 
rule. Measures are often adopted which the best part of the 
people do not desire. They are lobbied through by the perti
nacity and secret workings of religious zeal. The existence of 
the Salvation Army, the power of the Roman chu~h, the numer
ous revivals, all proclaim that the spirit of superstition is prevalent, 
and where there is sllperstition there are the conditions of tyranny. 
This tyranny has already lifted its head in the councils of the 
nation, supported by fifteen millions of the adherents of the 
~uoc~ . 

There should be no delay, but action at, once. The Liberals 
of California should not be backward in this matter. Already 
there has been a noble response. Many, however, do not see 

the necessity of effort. We urge these to a careful consideration 
of the tendencies of the time, and to realize that, being Citizens, 
they cannot escape the dangers of citizenship-that ,they cannot 
be independent of superstition so long as superstition creepi and 
crawls and hisses, even in the very Senate of the United States, 
and makes the' laws of the land, and imprisons the advocates of 
liberty. 

To those who have shown· an interest in this united action; 
whose names are signed' to the Call, and whose generous support 
has aided the advance of Fre.ethought, we say, do not let your 
efforts slacken in this im portant un~ertaking. The victory will 
not be won for years to come. It will never be won unless we' 
agitate, and enlighten the people. We must do our best co'n-" 
stantly. The battle for human rights will never end until the 
whole earth is free from the shadow of superstition. 
" All Liberals of California and the Coast must, therefore, ha,;e' 
a vital interest in the su~cess of these January meetings. SucceSs' 
here is ~uccess all along the line. It ,,:m give a ,'ast im petusto 
Liberalism throughout the West, and help organize at other fal'or
able places. In this metropolis the heart-beat of reform will 
create forces of advance in every direction. 

In conclusion, friends will realize that this far-reaching. work 
cannot be done without the sinews of war. It is necessary to se-: 
cure one of the best halls in the city, and to advertise largely. 
There are thousands of Liberals to be reached, who can only be 
reached by widely-scattered notices and' ne" spaper rer orts. ,; 
There are no half rates for Liberals. We have to pay for all 
that we get, and full price. We must attract public attention to: 
our work. We hope that generous donations will 'still come in.' 
The cost of hill and advertisi~g for these January meetings "'ill 
be about two hundred dollars, not counting the services of indi
viduals who must' devote themselves almost exclusively to this 
undertaking. The liberality already displayed is an earnest of 
continued supply, and from now on the enterprise will be vigor- . 
ously pushed. - From all parts of the state the names of Liberals 
give greeting and promise. Let each contribute what he can to 
this forward movement, and the banners of Freethought will not 
"pale their ineffectual fires" when the bloody sceptre of orthodoxy 

'would tower over the flag of the republic. '.' 

IN OAKLAND. 

There will be a lecture in Oakland by S. P. Putnam next, 
Sunday afternoon, January 13, at 3 o'clock, in Odd Fellow's;' 
Hall, corner of Eleventh and Franklin streets. Subject: "Robert, 
Elsmere." Come all. Admission' free. 

PREMIUMS. 

Attention is called to the premiums for new subscribers to FREE

THOUGHT offered on another page. A. good many of onr friends have, 
worked for the paper and done their best, and have refused all otTers of 
reward in the form of a commission. The premium list of books is entic
ing; we would like to see a thousand readers take advantage of it. ' 

RENEWALS. 

This is the season for renewals, and we are reminded of that fact both 
by the large number sent in and by the large number that have not as 
yet reached us. We have had a year's trial before a jury of our patrons. 
The verdict, which will come in the form of renewals,is due. We trust, 
that the jury will be unanimously in favor of giving us another year. 

ABOUT this time, when the bigots are agitating for a Sunday 
law, there should be a large circulation of Harry Hoo· ... cr's "Sab~ 
bath Imposture." Price 10 cents; fifteen for $1. 
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THE MEETINGS. 

The series of Liberal meetings at Irving Hall, this city, opened 
most auspiciously last Sunday ev.ening with the Freethought ele
,ment of San Francisco represented by a large and warmly en
'thusiastic audience. Contributions to, the expenses of the work 
'~ow amount to $80.75, donated as follows: 

·.A~ J. M. Campben ........ $10 06 K. Parker ................. $1 00 

:Y/. F. Eddy ....... : ....... 5 00 John Robinett ............. I 00 


!O. T. Davis ............ '" 5 00 I. Robertson .............. 1 03 

A Debarry................ 5 00 Eugt!ne Hough.... . . . • . . .. 1 OJ 

Robert Gunther ........... 3 00 I A fri.:nd.... . ........ : . .. I 03 


Ed. Wegner .•............. 3 00 ISamos Par.sons .......... '" I 0,) 

H. E. Palanca ............ 3 00 Henry Kline .............. 1 03 


L. andR.Kais~r ....•••...• 2 00,1 K M,' H", an.sson ............ 1 OJ 

Wm. Noble ................ 2 00 H. F. Evans .............. 10,) 


.A.Derming .......•.•...... 2 00 Mrs; P.'Van-Hoeter ........ 1 03 

Philip Cowen...... . . . . . . .. 1 00 IA. J. Andersen. .. . .. . .. ... I 00 

H. Replogle ....•........ " I 00 Henry Kaiser ........... ' .. I 00 


Charles Kaiser .•. : ...••.... I 00 IA. H. Schou ........ , ..... I 03 

.:Mrs. Rebecca Kalser.... . .. I 00 B. n. Rockwood...... . . . .. I 00 


'A, frit!nJ ............... ; .• I 00 A. L ..................... I 00 


Frank Butbr. . . .. . .. ...... I 00 IMrs. R. Palanca. . . . . . . . ... I 00 

Thos. Lee ...•.... '. .. ...... I 00 Gustave Palanca, . . . . . . . . .. I 00 


A; Imbach ................ I 00 • Jacob Makins .............. I 00 

. Alc'x Hauser .............. I 00 J.H. Fritschi. ............. I 00 


; R. Butterfield...... ....••. 1 00 A. B. Borns.......... . . . .. 1 00 


, W. C. Lyon ..............• I 00 G. W. Parker .............. 1 00 

, R. W. Barcooft .... " ..... I 00 Herman Fry .....•........ I 00 


F. H. Schaedin........... 50 I J. E. Clark, ............... I 00 


H Freichler .......... :. .. . 50 II N. D. Goouell. . .. ... . . . . .. I 00 

C. S Zejenwaldt .......... .- 50 Jacob Schmid. . . . . . . . •• . . • . 50 


A friend ... : ...... " . . . . . . 50 A friend ........... : . . . . . . . 50 

Cash .....,. .....• . . . . •• . . . 50 IA frit!nd . . . . . . . . .. ........ 50 

G. WilJmullder...... ...... 50 F. Woodward... ...... .... 25 

Next Sunday evening, January 13, "Evolution and Creation." 

WE have recieved 'many inquiries and some orders for the 
Ingersoll-Gladstone dis~ussion in book form. The discussion has 
not yet appeared as a book, but undoubtedly will at an early day, 
when we shall be able to furnish it and to fill deferred orders. 

l\hs. HUl\IPHRY WARD'S philosophical novel, "Robert Els
mere," which so disturbed the orthodoxy of Mr. Gladstone, and 
which still continues to give the clergy great uneasiness! may be 
orJered from this office. Price 50 cents; 665 pp. 

IT is rather remarkable that the'publications in this city calling 
themselves newspapers should have known nothing about the 
lecture at Irving Hall last Sunday night. It is explainable only 
on the theory that reporters who were not at some prize fight 
were attending the Moody revival. 

"R01IAN RULE AND RUIN," the series of artic;les on the history 
or the Catholic church, by Z. Shed, which recently appeared in 
FREETHOUGHT, is now issued in pamphlet form, together with the 
poem, "Our Father in Heaven," by Charles Stephenson. The 
price of the pamphlet is ten ce~ts; four for 25 cents; ten for 45 
cents; twenty-five for $1. . 

ANTHONY COMSTOCK, of New York, secretary of the Vice society, 
has got himself into hot water. L'lst week he caused the arrest 
of a saloon-keeper named' Gus Junker, for violating the ·law 
against lotteries. Junker had two marine views exposed in his 
saloon, and was about to raffle t4em for the benefit of Joseph 
Sellner, who recently lost two children, whose wife is dying, and 
\vho is in destitute circumstances. Junker explained ~hlt he 
would not make a cent by the raffle, but that it was sim ply an 
act of charity, but Comstock insisted UP0:l his arrest and th'lt of 
his bJ.rkeep~r. .J~stice Ford paroled the prisoners.' The Ger
m,ans are. denound~g Comstoc\ JU:lker ·being pre'sident of one 
of their largest societies.; . 

MRS. MATTlE P. KREKEL, of Kansas City, Mo., has entered the 
Liberal lecture field. Mrs. Krekel is one of the ablest women 
ill this country, and is capable of doing a vast amount of good 
work. Liberals anywhere who engage her for lectures will have 
their highest expectations more than fulfilled. Address Mrs. 
Mattie P. Krekel, 1101 Charloae street, Kansas City, .Mo., for 
subjects and terms. 

THE Greek church in this city, of which our correspondent, 
Brother Vladimir, is bishop, celebrated last Sunday, the 6th, as 
Christmas, and next Sunday will be observed as New Year·s. 
Greek Catholics, by" retaining the Old Style calendar, are nearly 
two weeks behind the age, but their Christmas has the same 
origin as that of other sects. It commemoratesthe resurrection 
of Baldur, the Scandinavian sun-god. 

MADAM Dlss ,DEBAR, of New York, recently released from 
prison, whither she was sent for\ obtaining money under false 
pretenses, now announces that she will lecture with Archbishop 
Corrigan as her patron. Her claim to the friendship of the 
archbishop is denied by Catholics, but it seems unfortunrte that 
so harmonious a combination should be broken. The madam 
and the prelate are both in the same line of business. 

IT is charged by Freethinkers that the reason why people re
main Christians is became they never reflect upon the subject of 
their faith. That view is no'Y confirmed by the Rev. Joseph 
Sasia, of this city. In his sermon last Sunday he stated that 
Catholics continue faithful because they "do not fall into the 
pernicious habit of forming their own opinions on theological 
matters, which ~abit is the main calise for Infidelity." 

GERMAN Freethinkers are active. A Freethinking School So~ 
ciety (Der Freisinnige Schulverein) was organized in Chicago 
last month. Its object for the present is the establishment of 
s~cular schools on Sunday. Discarding the Bible as unfit to be 
put into the hands of children, it proposes to teach as substitutes 
history, science, and political economy. Similar organizations 
are perfecting in New York, Milwaukee, and other points, and 
are the outcome of a resolution passed at the last annual meet· 
ing of the Northwestern Turnerbund. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Last Sunday evening I had the pleasure of attending a Free~ 
thought lecture where I was not called upon to either pass the 
hat or to put anything into it. My happiness, therefore, was un
shadowed. The lecture was delivered by l'utnam, at Irving 
Hall, before an audience of some three hundred persons-the 
largest that he has ever addressed in this city, excepting at the 
Paine celebration. Putnam lectured in Oakland Sundayafter
noon. I did not attend, and he is at this time engaged in writ

, ing a report of the same in his usual able style, which appears 
elsewhere. Before entering the hall I spent a few moments gaz
ing pensively upon the large pink posters attached to the bulletin 
boards, whereon I had previously engrossed the date and hour 
of the lecture. Then I went in. A gentleman on the stage was 
drawing a stream of melody from a violin, down which went float
ing musical bubbles from the piano, played by a lady. Applause 
greeted the overture. Mr. Schou introduced the orator, and there 
was more applause, in which I joined to some extent myself. 
Mr. Putnam spoke on "The Bible· and Modern Thought." The 
audience appeared to be much entertained. Only one man, an 
old settler, dropped asleep, but when the orator casually referred 
to the great city of San Francisco, he aroused himselflong enough 
to applaud, and then reposed again as he had previously done. 

It would be outside the province of these Observations to re
port the lecture,except to say that it went off most successfully. 
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I used to like to hear Putnam lecture years ago in Science Hall, 
New York, when he first left the pulpit, and since that period he 
has been adding new features to his oratory, and has picked up 
many scientific facts that have dp.veloped during the intervening 
time, so that, as a lecturer, he excites my admiration now rather 
more than he did then. To those who want fo hear a good dis
course I can conscientiously recommend this young man. The 
foregoing notice is unsolicited and written without hope or prom
ise of reward. Otherwise, it would be much more glowing. 

Not the least attractive part of these meetings is the splendid 
vocal and instrumental music furnished by Mrs; L. Rutter and 
Mrs. S. Cook, and Messrs. Priore, Stout, Ely, and Cook. 

'The lecture was so good and sound,· and closed with poetry 
so grand, that many persons gathered round to grasp th~ speaker 
by the hand; who on each one beamed bland and bnght, and 
took occasion to explain that on the following Sunday night he 
hoped to beam on them again. 

A iett<::r has just reached me from a valued subscriber in Salt 
Lake City, which gives an account of some lectures ~hat ~ave 
just been delivered there by a man who professes LIberalIsm; 
who was engaged bv the Liberals of Salt L3.ke City, last year, to 
speak for them. He was there last year, and gave general di,,
satisfaction. On his return recently he came quietly, as though 
fearful that his footfalls might arouse unpleasant memories. The 
correspondent writes sadly that the professed Liberal lecturer is 
the same as at his first visit; that he heaps obloquy and contempt 
upon those who fail to see beauty in his primitive methods. 
Nothing pleased him. Not only the churches, but the press and 
the Liberal element of the city fell under the lash of his vindic
tive tongue. And in return the churches despised him, the press 
ridiculed him, the Liberals renounced him, and there was none 
so poor to do him reverence. In years past I have heard this 
man spoken of as an able orator, and as a man capable of doing 
great good for Liberalism, ,being witty and magnetic, though a 
trifle coarse and clownish at times. As age fell upon, him his 
wit degenerated, to harlequinry, his magnetism dropped from 
him as a leaf, and now before the public that once admired him 
he rattles the loosely-articulated skeleton of his former genius. 
With kindly- words his. friends admonish him that hi~ glory has 
departed, but he rejec~s them and t?eir well-mean~ services, an? 
in sorrow they leave hIm to work hIS own destructIOn, and theIr 
place is filled by the thoughtless and ribald, who, having lost their 
own respect, have no respect for others. So they come to laugh 
and jibe at . the inanities of the age, the squeak ~nd jibber of 
s~ni1ity. The old man hears them and imagines they are laugh- ' 
iog with him instead of at him. Egged on by their applause, 
his eccentricities increase. He descends to coarseness; they 
lauCYh louder, and he. becomes vulgar. But one of his former 
traits remains. He still enjoys the clink of coin, and his avarice 
drives from him the last friend who overlooked a,l else. In early 
days a preacher, the intolerance born of bigotry now reappears. 
Insufferable in his egotism, impatient of criticism, wise in his own 
conceit with misdirected zeal he makes enemies of former 
friends,' and makes them the enemies of one another. Illiterate 
to the verge of ignorance, incapable of a deep thought or a pure 
one, given to tattling, gossiping, and misrepresenta!ion that 
amounts to lying, he stands as a sad example of reverSIOn from 
the higher type of a Liberal to the lower one of an irresponsible 
ranter. I do not give his name; let that stanj for the respect 
which it once inspired. Let his later days and the ill he seeks to 
do go into oblivion with the memory of his vanished worth. 

There are not many pieces of literary work of rarer value than 
that performed by the collocator of the article in the "Truth 

, Seeker Annual" entitled "Ingersoll and Shakspere." The arti
cle is not signed, but I can think of no one likely to be its au
thor except a young man named W. L. Colby, who has been in 
the Truth Seeker office, off and on, for the past eight or ten years. 

, Colby and I went to school together in Westmoreland, N. H., 
in the winter of 1874. He was about a dozen years old, and 
had more deviltry in him on I week days and more piety 
on Sunday than any other boy I 'ever saw. His sanctimoni
DUS countenance, as he marched up the. road to the white 

meeting-house, with a Sunday-school book in his hand, was 
altogether too angelic for a sinful world like this. It was 
strange that he should have been suspected of participation in all 
the cussedness going on in the neighborhood, but such was the 
fact, as I state with regret. At school he was not the teacher's 
favorite scholar. He had a faculty of absorbing his lessons at a 
glance, and when not glancing he cut monkey-shines. He had 
nothing to do but know as much as the teacher did; and that was 
too easy.. He longed for diversion; and he found it in all the 
absurd devices known to Satan. Suspicion fell upon him;· but 
never condction. His face, when the teacher's eye rested ~P'OJ~1 
it, wore a Sunday-school expression, beatific as the divinely ill~n 
minedcountenallce·of ach~rub. He had a bighead, a slim neck,
loose joints, and dangling arms and hands. .. 

Colby went from Westmoreland to Virginia, where he picked' 
up a little knowle.dge of type-setting, and then came to the Tr~th 
Seeker offiCe. He developed the highest skill as a compositor. 
investigated proofreading and mastered it, got to be a book worm. 
and made literature a midnight study. He has many peculiari
ties; writes "backhanded," with pen pointing toward 'his left 
elbow, begins the writing of figures on the line and proceedsup;;' 
ward, wears a seven and three-eighths hat. weighs above hyo 
hundred pounds, holds Socialistic views, and carries an encyclo-: 
pedia of booklore in his head. If he possesses the faculty of 
utilizing the proceeds of his study, he may enrich our literature 
with much pleasing and instructive work. 

It is the almost unanimous verQict among the contributors to 
the "Annual" Symposium, that Liberals should organize. It 
strikes me as strange, thcugh, that no one proposes two organi
zations-one for the workers and another for the kickers. The 
latter have been active if not effective. They appear to agree that 
any organization not run by themselves has no right to exist, and 
if they are sincere in their conviCtions they certainly ought 
to reap what benefit they can from co-operation and united, 
effort. There is; one distinguished lecturer who holds that apart 
from its officers, its members, and its supporters; the Secular 
Union is a "sham." He should proceed at once to form a so
ci ty which, without any of these, would still remain a powerful 
organization. Such a sQciety, having no head, collecting no 
funds, and doing nothing, would not alone be above reproach, but 
it would wive the ontological problem of "pure being." Let the 
kickers .organize. Tr.e fun would be worth double what the ex
pen:;e would amount to. M. 

HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Moody is in to\\'n ..--It is said that Mr. Murchison, of Pomoria, 
will go to Washington to attend the inauguration services and be 
introduced to Mr. Harrison.--Archbishop· Riordan of San 
Francisco officiated in a Paris church last Sunday.--The com
pletion of the branch line called the Oregon and Washington 
Territory Railroad from the main stem of the Northern Pacific 
road at' Wallula to \Valla Walla places the'splendid bluestone 
wheat section of Walla \Valla in direct traffic with Puget sound 
at Tacoma.-.-The term of Judge Jas. G. Maguire closed on 
the 5th. Several attorneys who have been practicing in his court 
gave him a pleasant reception and a handsome gold watch.--· 
The· Rev. Andrew \Vood, of Los Angeles, is defendant in a 
divorce suit, his wife charging cruelty and adultery.--It is un-, 
derstood that $800,000 is to be appropriated for a new post-office 
site in San Francisco.--Seventy-five delegates' attended the 
state ·convention at Ellensburg, W. T., Jan. 3. Ex-Governor 
Watson C. Squire presided. A long petition was adopted pray
ing Congress especially to admit Washington with the Idaho 
panhandle annexed. The petition sets forth that the people in 
the territory are fully prepared and willing· to shoulder the te
sponsiQility of statehood, having a popUlation of 240,000, a gain 
of 180,000 in eight years.-.-Last Monday morning at 5 o'clock 
drnamite was exploded under the house of George Bodayla at 
Gilman, W. T. Two men stopping in the house, friends of 
BQdayla, were instantly killed. A little daughter of Bodayla died 
in an hO'lr from her injuries; Both of Bodayla's legs were bro· 
ken. 1\1rs. lloJayla. received fatal injuries. At 1:3° p.)J,the 
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criminal was lynched.--The California legislature convened 
un the 7th. 

, Mrs. Parsons, the Anarchist, spoke again in Chicago last Sun
Ji", and was not molested.--A circular addressed to the 
Knights of Labor throughout the country and signed· by James 
L \Vright, R. L. Keen, R. C. McCauley, and Joseph S. Ken
nedy has just been issued. The signers style themselve3 the 
"surviving founders of the secret order of the Knights of Labor," 
arid state that after due deliberation they have come to the con
clusion that under the present autocratic form of government the 
order has departed from the original designs.-'-Springer of 
Illinois, in the House last Saturday, introduced a joint resolution 
proposing a constitutional amendment, authorizing Congress to 
Illake a uniform law of marriage and divorce. It was referred to 
acommittee.--The steamboat Paris C. Brown was sunk in the 
1\fississippi on S.lturday night and eight Jives lost.--Mrs. DeJia 
Parnell, the mother of the Irish agitator, has deeded her home 
i.n; Bordertown, N. J., to her son.--The Rev. J. U. Sing, a 
Chinaman, has created a scandal in the Central Congregational 
church of Brooklyn, N. Y., by marrying a white girl. It is said 
that he has a Chinese wife.--Clark Silvers fired a charge of 
buckshot into a band of" White Caps" at Gold Run, Ohio,a few 
nights ago. His example is regarded as worthy of emulation. 
-'-A "fasting girl" hum bug has turned up at Lewistown, Me. 
It js claimed that she has not eaten anything for seven years.-
Tlie Rev.F. Israel, pastor of a Unitarian church in Salem, Mass., 
'.~oinmitted suicide by cutting his throat.--The electric sugar 
{efining scheme turns out to be a gigantic fraud. Sugar men 
everywhere were swindled.--The Chicago police have sued 
theTimes newspaper for libel. , The Times says they have acted 
a", a fence for thieves.---The New York courts h:1ve refused 
':\Iadam Diss Debar the custody of her children. 

\Vhile Gladstone was in Rome recently he called upon the 
pl)?e, who, he says, is pers~nally very near to his heart.-
Gudinal Manning has prepared all exhaustive paper on the 
:\ merican public school system. He strongly favors parental, as 
opposed to public school control.--A new Panama canal com
pany is being formed.--The king of the Netherlands is 
reported to be dying. 

ONE DIES EVERY SECOND. 

New York Mail and Express. 

Here are some interesting facts about the people who compose 
th~ population of the world: 

•There are 3,064 languages in the world, and its inhabitants 
profess more than 1,000 religions. The number of men is 
about equal to the number of women. The average of life is 
abnut thirty-three years. One-quarter die previous to the age of 
sev,enteen. To every 1,000 persons "only one reaches 100 years 
of life, says the Golden Argosy. To every 100 only six reach 
the age of sixty-fiv _", and not more than one in 500 lives to 
eighty years of age. ' 

There are on earth 1,000,000,000 inhabitants; of these 
33,c33,033 die every year; 91,824 every day, 3,730 every hour 
and 60 every minute, one every second. 

The married are longer-lived than the single, and, above all, 
those who ob3erve a sober and industrious conduct. Tall men 
live longer than short ones. Women have more chances of life 
in their favor previous to fifty years of age than men have, but 
fewer afterward. 

The number of marriages is in the proportion of 75 to every 
1,000 individuals. Marriages are more frequent after equinoxes 
-that is, during the months of June and December. 

Those born in spring are generally of a more robust constitu
tion than others. Births are more frequent by night than by day, 
also deaths. 

The number of men capable of bearing arms is calculated at 
one-fourth of the population. 

Fear not in any tongue to call 
, Upon the Lord-he knoweth all. 

But jf he answereth my plea 
He speaketh one unknown to me. 

" ,_ , _ ..-:AMBROSE BIERCE. 

THE PUTNAM-CAMPBELL DISCUSSION. 

The discussion between S. P. Putnam and the Rev. J. A. Camp
bell at this place (North Yamhill, Or.) lasted two nights. The 
first night Mr. Putnam spoke for an hour on the Nine Denlands 
of Liberalism, showing plainly to any candid mind the gross 
injustice of the non-taxation of church property, the tyranny of 
Sabbath laws, the unfairness of putting the Bible in the-pUblic 
schools, of the government employing chaplains in the army, 
navy, and senate, and the decree for fast and thanksgiving days. 
The speaker showed in a clear and logical manner that the law is 
force, and that thus to compel the Freethinkers, Jews, and non

, believers to help support these theological institutions is a palpa
ble wrong; that it was in a manner uniting church and state, 
which is a violation of the Constitution of the United States. 
The folly of administering the oath in courts and other places 
was explained. 

J. A. Campbell followed, 'and for nearly ail hour leveled 
his theological gun (a loud-mouthed piece) at the Free
thought camp. When the smoke cleared away could be seen the 
Freethought lines standing out in bold relief, not a line broken 
nor a life lost. The shot aimed at Colonel Ingersoll went hiss
ing and crashing through the rank and file of the army of the 
church. Then Mr. Putnam closed with twenty minutes time, in 
which he spiked the theological gun. There was nothing to do 
but to reinforce his previous remarks, as his opponent had 
missed the mark, having wandered from the subject under dis
cussion. The argument' was clinched. Freethought gained a 
victory. 

The second night Mr. Carnpbellled off for an hour in defense 
of the divinity of the Bible and the Sabbath. He said the Sab
bath, the passover, and circumcision were monumental institu
tions, and attempted to show that Jehovah had the management 
of the whole affair, and that the Bible is a revelation from God. 

_Then' came Mr. Putnam with a reply, showing that of some of 
the books of the Bible the authors were not known; that none 
of the books of the Bible were written earlier than eight hundred 
years before Jesus Christ lived; that Moses lived some fifteen 
hundred years before Christ; that for the seven hundred years 
previous to the writing of the books there was nothing but tradi
tion-stories-consequently the Bible cannot be relied upon. 
He said matter and motion were eternal. that all matter was in 
motion. History and science did not support the Bible. The 
four gospels were written so long after the ,life and death of 
Christ that there was but little reliance to be placed in them. 
The Bible contradicts itself; there are two Sabbaths and two 
modes of being saved. Could any Christian be found who would 
sell all that he had and give it to'the poor? He showed the im
propriety of some of Christ's teachings, and demonstr~ted that 
the axioms and teachings of Freethought were far r.uperior. 

Then followed Mr. Campbell with a reply of twenty minutes, 
in which he used such words as "false," "ignorance," and other 
unpleasant expressions. Mr. Putnam used no such language. 
He acted the perfect gentleman. Mr. Campbell, after using all 
the time allotted to him in ineffectual argument, stated that he 
could read page upon page of history corroborating what is said 
of Christ in the Bible, if he had the time. He evidently said 
this to mislead, or why did he not read it while he was denying 
that matter was always in, motion? He said that matter was 
sometimes at rest, which, he said, was called "inertia." Does 
not the reverend gentleman know also that when matter is in 
motion, to continue so is called inertia? Does he not know that 
when Mr. Putnam stated' that the stand, the diamond, was in 
motion he, did not mean motion through space, but motion of 
the particles composing them? Does he not know that matter 
is constantly changing? Does he not know that this is effected ~y 

. the moving of particles? What is there that will forever reSIst 
the tooth of time? 

Large and attentive audiences were present. The w~iter 
believes that the discussion, together with the Freethought lIter
ature sold, going into many homes where it has not go~e before, 
will be the means of doing much good. One more VIctory for 
mental liberty! G. R, HIGGINS. 

North Yamhill Oregon. 
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THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, LL.D., PRESIDENT. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary .....•........ 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer .......•............ " .... Rochelle, Ill. 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com ....•. 120 Lexington ave., New York 
MATTIE A. FREEMAN, Chair. Fin. Com., 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago. 

CALL POR A STATE LIBERAL ORGANIZATION. 

THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 
I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall be 

no longer exempt from just taxation. 
2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, a,syhims, and in all, 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
chari'table institutions of a 5ectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern
ment shall be abolished; .and especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the 
° 

president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of. all religious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
liberty. 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the se~eral states, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege or advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. . 

The undersigned citizens of California, realizing that the safety 
of Republican institutions is imperiled, the advance of civilization 
im peded, and the most sacred rights of man infringed by the least 
interference of the State in matters of religion, and believing, with 
the Foundeors of the Republic, that" Eternal vigilance is the price 
of Liberty," hereby invite the Freethinkers and L.iberals of Cali
fornia to meet in Convention at Irving Hall, ,San Francisco, 
Sunday, January 27, '1889, at 10 o'clock A. 1\1., for the purpose of 
forming an Auxiliary Association of the American Secular Union, 
to help secure throughout the country practical cbmpliance with 
the above pemands of Liberalism: 

[The following 200 names have been received in addition to the 450 
published last week.] 
N D Goodell, William Stephens, H M Wekome, 
F II Schardin, Sam'l Chapman, John Mayer, 
II Freichler, A Davis, John Williams, 
R Butterfield, Otto A Bartkalez, G A Courvoisier, 
Jacob Schmid, G W Parker, H Taft, 
C S Zejenwaldt, L S Geitner, Adam Hahn, 
F'Voodward, S J Howard, S Cannon, 
A B Burnz, Mrs Howard, August Mueller, 
G Willmunder, D L Howard, Charles Kurtz, 
Ed Lemme, H M Elliott, A Styger, 
A:olelmo Schroeder, Robert Stuart, Chas Hamf, 
Herman Herzog, Frank G Hawk, H Bustorf, 
Hugo Schroeder,
JC Schroeder, 

Mrs H A Williams, 
Charles B Hawk, 

H Nickel, 
Wm Strobach, 

I F Parker, Mrs S E Brown, Hermann Kuerzi, 
~ Herman J Axt, W P Byler, Josef Wesely, 
Charles Ruthard, Mrs Mary E Byler, Adolph Wahl, 
J B Dreyer,
J Perrault, 

Lucie Byler, 
J E Byler, 

Michael Mantel, 
John Gilcher, 

Chas Bittoef, Jane A Harron, Ernst Reith, 
Carl Brandt, J J Harron, August Luetge, 
Geo Schroder,
J B Harrimann, 

Mrs Anna Maurer, 
Mrs M II Brown, 

Ludwick Bobkiewdz, 
Oscar Bach, 

Louis Herzog, R W S Briggs, W Neergard, 
Mrs Fannie Wangeman, Capt A A Stout, John Ness, 
Bruno Gladewitz, Mrs F B Stout, Henry ZLb s, 
Albert Harriman, A P Bouton, F Brudlewsky, 
Julius Harriman, Mrs L B Browne, Ernst Jacob, 
John Zeni, S Byron Welcome, A Schau, 

Max Schau, P Miller, C TTaylor, 
E Kanein, F W Gayetty, Ed Wegner, 
Herman Nahl, C E Shattuck, Chas Brosin, 
John Kuhlke, II Y Burton, John Dumbacher, 
Herm Hahn, John McGlashan, John A Losee, 
John J uergensen, John Mewhinney, W V Wilson, 
FeIix J uettnez, John Leonard, F Raschess, 
Fred Barnewitz, DrC Crouch, OW Brown, Jr., 
J Fetsch, George Whitehorn, F Ehrlich, 
Thomas N Cowen, R FGilmor, Julias Fochette, 
A M Caswell, Geo H Beck, R B Lyon, 
J H Simpson, 
J L Baisley, 

C H Whitten, 
I D Card, 

L B Lawrence, 
James A. Albertson, 

C B Langdon, J D Hillman, Chas A Bonesteel,M.D. 
- Fred Schlnitll, 
F Michelsen, 

,V S Evans, 
W K Lucoas, , 

Cameron Knigbt, 
J P Boan, 

A H Hoyt, J W Hendrix, C G Ferguson, 
Henry StIPP, Geo W Stant, WC Lyon. 
Owen T Davies, V McClellan, H L Knight. 
Geo E Duden, E S Arms, - R W Barcroft, 
Peter Hese1es, John Henry Schefer, A W Brooks, 
Ben Steinauer, Jacob Heger, 'Wm I Thomas, 
H Weale, Mich Farkas, L Giles, 
M Km:buel, J H Donohot!, Thos H Branson, 
Chas F Weisman, WmProuMoot, -Robert Arthur, 
D M Bishop, J R Johnson, 1\1 S Merino, 
John M Davis, S H Hibbs, CO Brown, 
Samuel H Pugh, S H Christie, C A Pierson, 
Wm Fey, 
W 0 Davis, 

I Gobbi, 
John Eastwood, 

J B Littlejohn, 
Geo Chittenden, 

Frank McConnick, R M Jones, E F Sylvester; 
John Driscoll, \Vm Press, R H Bliss, 
Phillip Miller, A E Sherwood, John Wm Smith, 
L B Dalliff, H H Mitchell, Mrs M ERich, 
R B Maxfidd, A J Seward, Miss C A Smith, 
T L Lewis, A R Redemyer, I P Mundy. . 
A Briggs, C A Hull, 

ANOTHER SECULAR UNION VICTORY. 

Three years ago S.1muel P. Putnam, as secretary of the Amer
ican Secular Union,oled a gallant fight against the trustees of the 
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art and Natural History, 
for the opening of that institution on Sunday, and the interest 
then awakened has never slumbered; and although the smoke of 
battle passed away and the enemy's position seemed well-nigh 
impregnable, time has proved that Putnam's artillery was so well 
directed that it has finally com pelled his opponents to surrender, 
so far as to allow the museum to be open from 12 to 6 on Sun
days. This is a boon for which the toilers of New York should 
sincerely thank the American Secular Union. 

STATISTICS AKD CRIME. 

As our government goes to the expense of gathering statistics 
upon which it is presumed legislation may be based, and as the 
United States census is about to be taken, we hope that some 

° questions may be inserted which wiiI accurately give the influ
ence of theo)ogic training. For instance, that criminals shall answer 
as to whether they had religious training and of what character. 
Then it would be easy enough to show that the institutions which 
furnish pro rata to the population the largest .amount of criminals 
could not well claim exemption from just taxation of their prop
erty on the ground of their moral influence. Can't some our 
friends move in this matter? . 

We had a very brilliant leCture Sunday eveninO' from the 
fo~mer principal of the high .sc~ool, now a young attorney,P. J. 
o Shea, and the Herald admIts It was the most brilliant defense 
of .that secular institution---:-the Sunda~ paper-yet given. The 
Tnbune seems to have given only hiS most conservative utter
ances, though none of the papers gave his best for he went ex
tensively into the question of ecclesiastical persecution ° and 
spared none. The Tribune says: 

Attorney P. J. O'Shea l<!ctured on the Sunday newspaper at a largely 
nttended meeting of the Secular Union. In course of his remarks the 
speaker said: "In the pUblication of a newspaper not only are there 
copyright fees but the paper is t~xed about 33 per cent of its value; 
t~ose metals that so largely.enter.Into th.e manufacture of the paper as 
hlg~ as 40 per cent, an~ the. Ink. wI~h w!uch they are printed 20 per cent 
of Its value. S~rely, If an InstItutIon like the church escapes the just° 

burc1en~ of taxa.hon, beca}lse, as alleged, it teaches men to be moral, 
what WIll be sald of the Sunday newspaper? •The American newspaper 
-c~aste, bold, hone~t, able,. affectIonate, Impatient of restraint, its 
mynad hands extendmg not mdeed over our northern continent alone, 
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and unifying it, but including the whole planet, and even penetrating the 
abysses of the infinite in its efforts to satisfy the great mind of man. 
With its stories, its poetry, its humor, bringing gladness where\'er it goes. 
In its criminal department warning us by the experience of others of th>! 
dreadful consequences of crime or of ill-advised marriages. In its polit
ical departm, nt showing the citizen his duty to his country, but in all its 
pages contributing to the happiness and well-being of society. Its moral 
teachings have superseded those of the pulpit. It sways the people not 
indeed with. tortures and persecutions and burnings, but through the 
spirit of rationalism. It instructs the politicians and statesmen, and 
warns them that 'behind the apparent custodians the real custodians, 
the people stan.1, menacing, silent.' I may well say of the Sunday 
newspaper that he who carefully reads it avoids the saloon, the gambling
house. Surely, then, if any institution in the country should escape its 
share of the public burden of taxation it is tJ,e press. When the question 
wall asked by the Roman governor in reference to Jesus: ., \Vhy, what 
evil hath he done?' the Jewish ministers cried out the more, saying, 
'Let him be destroyed,' and when the question is asked, ,'What evil 
hath the Sunday newspaper done?' the Chicago ministers have no reply 
to make but I Away with it; away with it. Let it be destroyed.''' 

At the conclusion of the lecture resolutions upholding thE! 
Sunday newspaper were unanimously adopted. 

Chicago. E. A. STEVEN3. 

THE ROLL OF HONOR. 

we Smith. South Corinth, N. Y ........................... $2) 0,) 


Samuel D Moore, Adrian, Mich ..... " . '" ................ 20 00 


John D Powers, Woodstock, Vt ......... ; ................ _.. IS 00 


Owen Thomas Davies, Brighton, Cal ............. , .. , '" .. '" 10 0,) 


\V H Pepper........................ ..... .............. 10 co 

J D Shaw, by pamphlets, etc. ............. ....... ........ 6 c;o 

A F Neunert, Portland, Or ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............. 6 00 

San Jose Secular Union, per Mrs. R II Swartz.. ;............. 5 00 


James Wardwell, Emmetts, Idaho .. , ....................... 5 00 


A G Church, " "... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 00 

L D Gill, .... " ... , .... , • . . .. . . . . . .. 5 00 


Y H. Mann, " ....... , . . . . . . . . .. ........ 5 00 


John I Merzie, ............... , .... ...... 5 00 


Aaron Davis, Frederick, Md ............................... , 5 00 


T J Conley, Limekiln, Cal ..••....... , ........ " ........... 5 00 

13 II Rockwood, San Pasqual, Cal. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . . . . . . 5 00 

'Chas de La Baume, Uintah, Utah ......•.............•. , ... '., 5 00 


Joseph Lee, Fresno, Cal .................... : ... , " . . . . . . . . . 3 00 


SlIneon Russell, Volo, 111......... ...... ................. 2 50 


Chas Tiff~ny, Volo, Ill .............. " ...... .... ...... .. ... 2 00 


\Vln C Howard, Volo, Ill. .. , ............... ~.. .. .... .. . . .. J 50 


John Corbet, 1-linneapolis .............. : ................ , . .. 2 00 


. W 0 Williams, Toode City, Utah. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 00 


Henry Ml:Elsander, Eagle Creek, Ore .... , .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 00 


Katie Kehm, Ottumwa, Ia•.......... " .... '. . . . . . . . . .. .... J 00 


John Jost, Ogden, Utah .................. , ........ ,. .. . . . . . 1 00 


Chas Crane, Kanosh, Utah ............................... '. . I 00 


John Lei~ch, Mazo Manie, Wis...................... , ...... I 00 


Luke Wm Gallup, Westminster, CaL ......... ~.... '.' 1 00 

S Brewer, Ithaca, NY, $1; A D Cornwell, Hri.,;tol, Wi.,;, $!; J. 

A Geeting, McKeesport, Pa, $1. 

Brother Smith's is the kind of an epistle from a Corinthian we 
are most happy to receive, believing that it is more worthy to be 
incorporated in the grand gospels of common sense than both 
0, Paul's, giving evidence of a gentleman of culture, a student of 
h~ston' on whom the lesson is not lost, and a Liberal of· broad 
iJeas 'of nature and humanity. . 

My good friend Moore, a sturdy Secularist, whose 76 eventful 
yet triumphant years have not cooled his ardor for liberty, for his 
brain is as clear and his heart responds as patriotically as when 
championing the anti-slavery cause, enrolls among Americans 
who do not propose to be ruled and duped by myths and dreams. 
Brother Moore is delighted with the work we are doing and pro
pose to do, and renews his stock in the organization, which in his 
estimation is completing the true foundation of· American 
freedom. 

John D. Powers stands as firm as the granite hills of Vermont 
for secular liberty, and though surrounded by superstition, can be 
depended on to keep our banner bright, and dId not forget the 
American Secular Union when sending for his holiday presents 
to our trea~urer-jeweler of Rochelle, Brother W (ttstein. 

Owen Thos. Davies is another life member who openly main
tains his Liberal convictions, and more-much more-sustains 
them too. Living in that beauteous garden of the world seems 
to lure men from the solemn absurdities of the past, and they 
become· ardent soldiers under the flag· of mental liberty. Th e 
name reminds us forcibly of 

"Arthur and Merlin of yore, 
Of Griffith and Conan and O\V~n Glendour;" 

for it is of decidedly Welsh flavor, and if he possesses the ster
ling characteristics of that race, 'we can have no more essential 
allr. 

'Brother Pepper has kept his nurseries for thirty years in Peta· 
luma, and the name and occupation are suggestive of buds and 
blossom, of luxurious flowers and fruit-laden vin'es, and when to 
this is added that inimitable climate which we hear so much 
about, what wonder that the genial spirit of freedom asserts 
itself where intellect abides. " • 

From the sparkling Southern orator and brave Texan S..!cular
ist, J. D. Shaw, of \Vaco: we have received a contributIon of $5 
worth of his able pamphlets: "The Bible-What is it?" "Th'e 
Di\'inity of Christ," "Studies in Theology," "A Myth Exposed," 
anJ a renewal of our subscription to the Independent Pulpit, 
which is booming Jhe Secular Campaign as a political movement, 
an 1 grows brighter every is.me. May Brother. Shaw live long 
and prosper is the sinGere desire of the secretary. 

From Portland friend Neunert sends generous words and 
practical help. He is a stalwart inconoclast who is ever ready 
to stand by o'Jr colors. . 

The first contribution from any Union to the present secretary 
w~s, I believe, received from S.lD Jose, and we have a tender 
regard for this active host because of their confidence and esteem. 

Emmetts is fortunate, for Jas. Wardell is enthusiastic; has built 
a fine hall entirely alone, and will donate it to the Liberals if. 
they will organize and make a success. Wish someone would 
do that for Chicago. He redeems th<: pledge of these gentlemen 
made to his friend Putnam. He says he would give $100 a year 
~o keep a Liberal lecturer, not a "crank," who would organize 
in his neighborhood. He says a Liberal crank is worse than a 
preacher crank. To his generous associates we tender our grate
ful salutations. . 

In Frederick, Md., it seems there are still those who, like 
Barbara Fritchie, po'ssess the pluck to shake the {fag in the face 
of ecclesiastical rebels with brave defiance. Howe\'er, may 

"Peace and order and beauty draw 
Round the .symbol of light and law," 
And ever the stars in love look down 
On Aaron Davis of Fredericktown. 

Brother Conley is the kind of a man from which 'heroes are 
made. He says': "We have a hard fight for our rights. They 
may take our lives, but our liberty-never!" 

.\ brave standard-bearer is Brother Rockwood of San Pasqu~1. 
He is willing to bear the brunt of the battIe, and there will be 
no retreat at that point. 

Utah is looming up for mental liberty, and Charles de La 
Rmme is a courageous cap!ain of our struggling band. 

Fresno's active Freethinker is Joseph Lee, who does not pro
pose to give up to ministerial dictation. 

Bro~her Howard is the inspiration of the splendid trinitv at Volo, 
II1., who sent $6 as a new year's gift for the secretary. They will 
forgive me if I turn it into the fund, I know. My sincere salu
tation to this right royal trio. 

Friend Corbet is anxiously watching the progress of mental 
freedom; is a great reader and a deep thinker. He is a true 
Liberal. 

W. O. "Villiams is enthusiastic for reform, and will keep our 
secular flag floating. 

Henry McEls.1nder, of Eagle Creek, b willing to pull against 
the stream, whether the current is favorable or not. 

Katie Kehm is the brilliant young pagan school "marm" of 
IO\\'a, who may soon enter the lecture field, and would be sure 
to win fame. if not fortune. 

Our philosophic friend Jost is our earnest sentinel at Ogden, 
whose work evidences the higher inspiration-humanity. 
.' The presidentof the Utah Wool Growers' Association, ehas. 
Crane, takes no stock in the Lamb's book of life. 

Brother 'Leitch is a worthy worker, who puts his shoulder to the 
wheel in his Wi~consin community. 

Luke Wm. Gallup, another golden state Secularist, sends 
words of cheer and financial aid. 

S. Brewer is a careful stud~nt who forwards $1 for the Girard 
fund. 

I 
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A. D. Cornwell, of Bristol, is one we are glad to greet. He is 
not afraid to express his opinions. An honest man we al~vays 
welcome. 

Brother Geeting's new home is McKeesport. He was our 
active representative at Washington. Ind. 

To all our friends a Happy New Year. E. A. STEYENS. 
Chicago, Janu~ry I, 1889. 

THAT RELIGIOUS AMENDMENT. 

Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, says the Chronicle, has pre
sented an amendment to the Federal Constitution, concerning 
the establishment of a national educational system, the provisions 
of which are briefly as follows: 

S.!ction One provides that no state shall ever mlke or main
tain any law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohib
iting the free exercise thereof. . 

Section Two makes it obligatory on every ~tate to establish and 
maintain a system of free public schooh for the education of 
children "in the com.mon branches of knowledge, and in virtue, 
morality, and the principles of the Christian religion," but with 
an inhibition against. the teaching of sectarian tenets, beliefs~ cere
mon,ials, or observances. 

S~ction Three provides that the United States shall guarantee 
to ~very state the support and maintenance of such a system of 
free·schools as is provided for in the previous sections; and Sec
tion Four provides that Congress shall enforce the amendment 
by legislation when necessary. 

.It will be apparent that the proposed amendment is at vari
ance with the spirit, at least, of the existing First Amendment to 
the Constitution, which declares that "Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion." Undoubtedly the 
purpose of that amendment was to forbid any such union of 
church. and state as has obtained in Great Britain and other 
countries, and the Blair amendment does not, in terms, interfere 
with it; but can it be denied that it seeks to do indirectly what 
cannot be done directly under the Constitution? Where an arti
cle of the organic law provides t\lat a certain thing shall be taught 
in the common schools of every state in the Union, is it not a 
mere evasion to say that it is not an establishment of that partic
ular thing by authority of law? 

.:Suppose, for exa~ple, that the Constitution forbade the recog
nition by the state of the laws of mathematics. Would not an 
amendment which directed that the multiplication table be taught 
in every common school in the land, at the same time pledging 
the United States to the support and maintenance of such schools, 
be· a repeal, or at any rate a palpable evasion, of the prohibition 
against mathematics? 

'Without seeking to enter upon any polemical discussion, it is 
beyond controversy that the "principles of the Christian religion" 
must involve the divinity of Christ; for so far as the purely ethical 
doctrines are concerned, they are common, to a greater or .less 
degree, to all religions; and may, indeed, be found in certain 
philosophical systems which lay no claim to being considered 
religions at all. Senator Blair, then, would have every common 
school in the United States teach children between the ages of 
six and sixteen that Christ was divine. But if this be done, how 
can the conclusion be avoided that the United States has adopted 
a state religion? and what becomes of the rights of those of her 
citizens who believe otherwise? 

The question is a serious one and it cannot be left for decision 
solely to those who already believe in the Christian religion. 
They have, under the law, every right to believe; but their neigh
bors, who may be fire worshipers, or Mohammedans, or Agnos
tics, have, under the same law, an equal right to disbelieve; and 
the question is, whether it is consistent with the idea of a govern- '. 
ment which has always disavowed any union between church and 
state to insist that all the children of the nation shall be instructed 
in the principles of any religion, no matter what its intrinsic value 
or claims upon the world may be. Virtue and morality are one 
thing, the prinCiples of the Christian religion another; and it be
hooves us to pause and reflect before we consent to such an inno
vation in legislation as the Blair amendment proposes. 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

There is evidently a race between our papers to print the most 
pages on Sunday. The Tribune, on Monday morning, claimed 
that it published the equal of I ~o to 155 columns to the World 
130; the Time~, 104-; the Herald, 100; the Sun, 110. Horace 
Greeley never boasted of the quantity in his paper; his pride 
was in its strength of ideas, its purity of diction, its cleanness. A 
lesser man multiplies its columns and dilutes its quality. The 
elder Bennett would spend thousands of dollars to give his read
ers the earliest news. In this he was boastful. but he never ut
tered a word about the size of the Herald. Raymond was care
ful of the quality o~ the Times; he never gave a thought about 
the quantity. To-day we get an increase in quantity at the ex
pense of the quality. When the two Jews came from the ,,yest 
to this city, the one starting the Journal, the other buying the 
W orId, they introduced unclean journalism into our papers. The 
cleanne3s of our papers has in a great measure departed. The 
Post and the Times are as clean as a hound's tooth. Thousands 
of fathers will not allow the Journal, World, or Herald to enter 
their home~, fearing some nasty tale will meet the eyes of their 
c;lildren. Even "the Tribune, founded by Horace Greeley," is 
not entirely free from such nastiness. During the divorce suit of 
Colin Campbell, it printed a letter from Lady Colin to her hus
band, which was unfit for publication. It was the wounded cry 
of a girl who found herself wedded to a man whom decency 
ought to have forbidden to marry. From wife to husband it was 
proper enough; but to the world it was otherwise-it was filthy. 
The avidity with which the Journal and World are read by our 
uudes and sewing-girls is alarming for our morals. We notice 
you are going to increase the size of FREETHOUGHT; we hope not 
at the expense of its quality. The glory of our press long since 
passed away. In place of Horace Greeley we have Whitelaw 
Heid; in place of \Villiam Cullen Bryant we have Godkin and 
Horace White; in place of Manton Marble and Hurlbut, we 
have a Hungarian Jew; in place of Raymond, Geo. Jones; in 
place of James Gordon Bennett, the late Rev. Hepworth. All 
gone excep.t Charles H. Dana, and with them the strength, po
tency, and mfluence of the papers they founded and made pow
erful. . . 

One of the heroes of the \var has just died-Col. Chas. Custer; 
At the outbreak of the war he entered the Seventh, and with it. 
went to the front as a private. On his return home he was ap
pointed a lieutenant in the regular army, and served throuIYh' 
the Peninsular campaign; then Gov. Morgan appointed him c~l..; 
onel of the I34th·New York regiment. At the age of 22 he com
manded a brigade at Gettysburg. He was as genial as brave 
a favorite with all. ' 

Father Hecker-the founder ofthe Paulist fathers-was one of 
the ~est men that ever trod our streets. His goodness was pro
verbIal. He was a brother of the Heckers, the millers. He 
built up a large church on the west side, and did immense good 
among the peo~le of his faith. We honor the man, although we 
do not accept hIS theology.. 

Mrs. James Brown Potter is at Palmer's, late Wallack's. A 
crowded house greeted her. The papers are still hostile to her' 
they see little merit in her work. They may be right, but thu~. 
far they have not been able to convince the public. As an ama-'" 
teur she was pronounced-a success. \Vhy, the moment she be
came a professional, did she lose her cunning? The swells or' 
New York stand by her, and snap their fingers in the faces of the 
critics. 

There has been quite alittle spurt in stocks the past few days 
based on a rumored settlement of the rate war in the Northwest: 
The officers of tho~e road3 are said to be speculators per se. If 
they hwe agreed to stop this fight there will be a further advance 
in prices. 

Christmas Day was a delightful one, as balmy as a day in Oc
tober. EUDORUS. 

New York,. Dec. 30, 1888. 

COUNT~Y minister--::' Lit~le boy, what will your father say to 
your fishmg Sunday? LIttle boy-" If you kin wait a minnit 
he'll tellyou. He's just gone to dig more bait."-Life. 



--------------------

21 FREETHOUG'HT. 

FAITH. 

The professed Christian says to the unbeliever, "I have two 
chances to your one for future life and bliss. If I am right, I 
gain all, while you lose all. If I am wrong, I lose nothing." Yet 
according to' Paul, "If the .dead rise not at all, then are we of 
all' men" most miserable." All superstitious people make the 
same plea. It was made before Christna of India, two thousand 
years before the Christian Era. The Catholics make it again.:it 
the Protestants; the Protestants make it against each other, and 
they all make it against unbelievers. According to Christian 
doctrine, thieves, libertines, and murderers, by having faith, be
come blameless and innocent, while the unbeliever is held 
responsible for all crimes, as though he did commit them, and 
is consigned to eternal perdition.. Criple is indeed the first step, 
into heaven: "The greater the sinner the greater the salvation." 
Says Martin Luther in "Table Talk," "A man may commit 
adultery and murder a thousand times a day;' if he only has faith 
enough in the Lord Jesus he shall be saved." "Great is the 
mystery of godliness (without controversy)." 

What is this faith? It is to believe in tlie Bible as GJd's infal
lible word and revelation to mankind through a priesthood. It 
is to believe that God made everything out of nothing, about 
six thousand years ago, and that he always was, without anywhere 
to exist, or without anything to do, until he commenced the 
work of creation. It is to believe God had a son about eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight years ago, who was at least part Jew, 
and whom fanatics now want to crown king of this republic anu 
the nations of the earth; This son was as old as his father (God), 
and he became God; and his mother was the mother of GJd. 

It has been proven bypracticaJ demonstrations that the Bible 
does not contain one truth out of a million statements. The 
churches, instead of making the races of men better, engender 
sectarian hatred and strife. If there is to be a future state of 
existence, the Bible nor any other book proves or disproves it. It 
will be agreeable to laws, conditions, and circumstances, regard
less of Bibles; priests, or prophets. L. C. H. ' 

THE WOMAN OP THE WEST, 

Rose Eytinge in Belford's Magazine. 

The woman born and reared in the West is a grand and 
goodly type of womanhood. She is strong and keen and com
prehensive; she is full of life and grace and freedom; she is 
quick to feel an injury, and she is quite equal to being her own 
avenger.' 

Her eye is keen and her tongue is sharp, but her heart is warm 
and her hand is open. She is always ready with her sympathy 
and prompt with her help. ' 

Her business ability and executive. talent are of a very high 
o,rder, as a proof of which is the fact that some of the finest cattle 
ranches and most extensive and most prosperous sheep runs are 
owned and managed by women. ' 

I have now in my mind the case of a woman born in Ohio, 
who, ten years ago, in this city of New York, was earning $5 or 
$6 a week, with which sum she supported her mother and her 
fathe(s brother, a semi-invalid old man. 

At the time I speak of, when this woman was about nineteen 
years of age, she obtained, after much difficulty and delay, agrant 
of a quarter section of government land, to which' her dead fa
ther had become entitled through his services in the rebellion. 

The land was located in Oregon. She sent her old uncle out 
to take up the land, and she pinched and saved and sent to him 
from time to time, almostdollar by dollar, money with which 
to hire help to clear a space in the timber and to put up a log 
house. 

As soon as this poor shelter was provided for them she took 
her mother and went out and lived on the land. As she could, 
from time to time, she bought stock, and so she crept on, step by 
step, until now she has a good hJme and barn, and last rear she 
cleared from the stock she had raised, and from the sale of her 
crops, several thousand dollars. 

And what ,this woman has done hundreds of women are doing 
every year. ' 

And if many of these women have not got much education 
their sons and daughters will hJ.ve. It is well with the land that 
breeds such women, and it is well with the men of the land who 
have such mothers. 

MENTAL CONTAGION. 

Error, like truth, flourishes in crowds. At the hearth of sym~ 
pathy eac;l finds a home. The fanatical lead, the saner foliow. 
When a p~r.:ion of nervous temperament, not strongly independ
ent in thought and action, enters a spiritualistic circle, where he 
is constantly surrounded by confident believe~s, all eager to have 
him share their sacred visions and profound revelations, where 
the atmosphere is replete with miracles. and every chair and ta..; 
ble may at any instant be transformed into a proof of the super;. 
natural, is it strange that he soon becomes one of them ?-hesi~ 
tatin3ly at first, and perhap3 yet r~storable to his former mo::Ies 
of thought by the fresh air of another and mo:-e steadfast mental 
intercourse, but more and more certainly and ardently convinced 
the lon~er he breJ.thes the seance atmo.3phere. No form of con
tagion is so insidious in its onset, so difficult to check in its 
advance, so certain to leave germs that may at any moment re'/e;1:1 
their pernicious power" as a mental contagion-the contagion of 
fear, of panic, of fanaticism, of lawlessness, of superstition. The 
story of the witchcraft persecutions, were there no similar records 
to deface the pages of history, would suffice as a standing iIlustr~~ 
tion of the overwhemling power of psychic contagion. To fully 
illustrate its importance in the production of deception would 
require an essay in itself. It enters at every stage of the process 
and in enry type of illl13ion. It has least effect wh~n deception 
is cJ.rried on by external arrangements, by skillful c0unterfeits 
of logical inferences; its power is greatest where the subjective 
fa:tor in deception is gre.ltest, more particularly in such forms of 
deception as have been last described.-Prof. JOSEPH ]ASTROW, 
in the Popular Science Monthly. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

A correspondent who orders one thousand copies of E. A. Ste
vens's pamphlet, "God in the State," for distribution, asks the 
following questions-not for the purPJse of criticism, nor neces
sarily expecting an answer, but merely as suggestions: 

'Vhy does not the American S.:cular Union send this pamplllet ("God 
in the State") to the president of the United States, to all members of 
Congress, to judges of the Supreme Court, to all other judges and law
yers, to city councils, to the Vanderbilts, D..!pews, Goulds, etc.? 

Why do they not adopt the distribution of Freethought literature, as the 
principal method of work, on the plan of missionary societies? The 
country ought to be fairly flooded with such reading matter. 

Why does the A. S. U. not solicit membership and make the conditions 
known? 

Why do they appeal to individuals for the two thousand dollars needed 
in the Girard case, instead of raising this amount by equal taxation of the 
memb:!rs? 

Circumstances Alter Cases. 

A traveler called at a hut in the vicinity of Denver, Col., and 
requested some dinner. The lady, her spouse being absent, r\!-' 
fused to supply his necessities for money or the love of humanity. 

"Very well," said the hungry traveler as he turned his fOlts~eps 
from the inhospitable abode, "you will want nothing to eat to
morrow." " 

"Why not ?" inquire'd the woman. . 
, "Because," answered the weary man, ,; the Indians a:'e digging 

a tunnel at Devil's Bluff lake, and they are going to turn all the 
waters of the lake into the valley, and you and all the rest ot the 
people are to be drowned." 

Upon this intelligence the old lady hurried off to the prie::.t to 
inform-him that a flood was to overflow the vJ.lle\', anJ to ask 
what was to be done in the sad emergency. ' 

The 'priest endeavored to quiet her fears by telling her that 
God had promised that he should never send another flood upon 
earth. 

" But," exclaimed the affrighted woman, "it isn't God that's 
. doin1' it-it's the cussed Indians." 

IIln that case," said the priest, "you'd better git." And she 
got, , 
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Professor Seymour on the Trail. 
To the Editors l'f Futhollght: 

Our first stopping:place to It!cture after l\!aving your city was Antioch, 
hot the old Bible Antioch, but the new one, in Contra Costa county, Cal. 
We arrived about midnight at the depo~, nearly a mile .from the town, 
and' no hack, -dray, hotel, or person to be seen. The only alternative 
wis to shOllhL~r our gripsackof books, take our h,eavy roll of maps and 
paintings in the other hand, and tramp through the sea of mud to the 
sleeping "burg" shadowed forth in the distance. I used to like to travel 
long lonesome roads at "midnight's solemn hour" with bright-eyed 
"sweethearts," in my younger days; but this ramble, loaded down with 
raaical and Freethought literature, through the muddy lanes of this 
stiaggling hamlet, did beat sheol. I found cover at last in the" Palace 
Hotel," but the "palace" ended where the sign did, for it was a very 
pl~!n affair. About the only ornament or fine furniture the hotel con
tained was mine hostess, who weighed a good many pounds over two 
hundred. 

Antioch contains abo~t 500 people, is very -finely located, near the 
cotitluence of the San Joaquin and Sacramento rivers at the head of San 
Francls~o bay. The town is dead, dead, dead; yet it finds life enough to 
support thirteen saloons, one large distillery, three Joss houses (churche,,), 
five stores, one newspaper, and three Chinese "washee men." I gave 
thiee lectures here in Page's hall to very fair audiences, considering that 
it rained all the time. Antioch is about like those other ancient towns 
th~t Lot had to vacate because there were not enough righteous men in 
them to save them. There were no Liberals here, and if God should 
ipeak from Mount Diablo (near here) saying that if I could not find 
th{ee Liberals he would let loose that shower of fire and sufphur again, 
I~()uld shaut at the top of my feeble voice, " Let her go, Gallager," and 
rapidly perambulate toward the mountains, with (luckily) no wife to be 
transformed into a "salt lick" for the herds of Contra -Costa county. 
Our Putnam should come here and give the "New God" the and "Glo
ries of Infidelity." It is stony soil, but "one glory" might take root. 
Antioch is the home of Lois Waisbrooker, who has so long, by tongue 
and pen, fought the battle for mental liberty; but her fire is almost out; 
her fearless paper is silent in death-:-died because planted in such barren 
so-il, with but few to appreciate the grandeur of her ideas, which, if carri;!d 
~ut, would do more to save the world in a hundred years than Joseph's 
Eo/, bOrn in a manger, has done in two thousand. Lois is most through 
her _life's work, but the bread she has cast on so many waters by her 
lectures, books, and Foundation Principles, will ultimately "help ftll 
lile world with joy .. " Well, I left some copies of FREETHOUGHT where 
possibly they might stir the muddy pool of orthodoxy and whisky. 

Our next stopping-place was Turlock, about one hundred miles south. 
This is a small but pretty place of 250 inhabitants, and very liberal, 
many being Spiritualists. We found a most hearty welcome at the beau
tiful home of Mr. and Mrs. Mitchel, who-are broad-guaged and ·lib;!ral 
in all their views, and refined and highly cultivated people. Mr. 
Mitchel has several hundred thousand acres here in a body, with water 
from the Sierra Nevada running over it for irrigation. He has oranges 
and most of the other fruits, and his wheat fields are too large to ride 
around in a single day. This is wholesale farming for a certainty-plows 
with eight horses or mules in January, going in every direction, while 
the pastures and fields are most beautiful in their green carpeting of 
waving grass and grain. I could not help thinking, as I looked over this' 
rich domain of nature's wealth, of the thousands of lovely homes this 
tract would make if divided into ten acres each, and donated to the 
worthy landless and homeless ones who have fought, the battles for 
wealth and - homes, and lost, and now are wanderers with no place to 
rest or call home. 

I did not lecture in Turlock for the reason that Professor Dutton had 
just finished a course of four lectures; so after a brief visit of twenty-four 
hours, and greatly enjoying the social treat of a chat on the great ques
tions of the day with Mrs. Mitchel (Mr. Mitchell was away), Mrs. Adams, 
Miss Gerty Fuiler, and 'many others, I again whistled off-brakes, and 
rolled on to Visalia, Tulare county, where I now am, among FREE
THOUGHT readers and Kaweah colonists. I go to-morrow forty-nine miles 
into the grand canyons of the Sierra, on the Kaweah river, to the. colony'S 
lands, and to take a look at the giant forest. They have trees there 
forty feet in diameter, and a third of a thousand feet in height. They 
have a pure marble canyon, and a young Niagara for a water-power, and 

sc~nery that rivals the far-famed Yosemite, of Merced county, of this 
state. But I will not anticipate. I have found a delightful home here 
at Visalia, with comrade Watson and wife, who keep the co-operative ren
d;!zvous, for all the comers and goers, for the co-operative colony'S lands 
above mentioned. I met here Mr. Kimbe~ly, wife, and babies, just 
landed from Kansas; Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Christie, _and others, allcorn
rades in this little army that is being organized to try to solve the great 
economic question of homes for all, and plenty for each, with no rich 
landlords or poor serfs, but all alike entitled to use and enjoy the air, the 

- earth, and the water, which "Mother Nature" certainly intended all her 
creatures should do. Co-operation evidently must make all equal, if 
they ever are to become so. I find these people, so far, all Freethinkers 
a ld Liberals, jolly, and thoroughly in earnest. - It is much better to evo-, 
lIte by co-operation than r«?volution, and the millions of the wage serfs' 
will watch and wait anxiously for the result. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Visalia, January 3, 1889. 

The Deserted Village. 

To the Editors of Free/hough!: 
I return Call for State Convention with the lonely signature of "me 

and myself." Del Mar is busted-gone up the wooden works of the flume, 
so to speak. I mean the people, not the town. The big hotel and some 
forty handsome cottages, together with resort, etc., are still here, but the 
people, that life-giving necessity in towns that aspire to greatness, have 
"jumped" the town. All that are left, and who daily attend its funeral, 
are the landlord, express agent, postmaster, and one lonely merchant. 
Even the "Iron Duke" has taken to the hills, never to return. - The 
"Temple of Learning" still stand~ majestically on its solid foundations, 
while the little! Presbyterian spook house (which cost $3,000, but in which 
no sky-pilot racket has yet aroused the slumbers of a single spook, or 
echoed the wail of the whangdoodle) stands like a lone sentinel guarding 
a cemetery-'-of dead ideas, which it fittingly represents. Don't ,know 
who is going to pay the taxes on the thing, and I would be willing to 
have the taxes knocked oft of all churches if they were as dead as this 
one. If Christ ever buys a ticket over the California Southern railroad, 
he will not layover at Dd Mar. All of this deadness of which I write 
is not the result of a "busted" boom; some say the stampede was caused 
by busted morals, or words to that eftect. I do not know the cause of 
the stillness, but Del Mar is as ddd as the Methodist hell. Not even 
another Infidel besides your wicked scribe is left to "whoop her up." You 
doubtless begin to "catch on" why it is that I am alone calling for a state 
convention from these parts. If I fail to attend I will send a proxy in 
th'e shape of a greenback, which proxy will exercise more influence, than 
if I were there and left said proxy at home. H. L. SHAUG. 

Del Mar, Cal. 

Spiritualism. 

To the Editors of Free/hough!.
Professor Philbrook asserts, affirms, and declares that man is only a 

galvanic battery, and his mind only an electric phenomenon. Accepting 
this plain and plausable explanation, my "electric phenomenon" impels 
me to remark that I was somewhat interested in Mr: Ranford Worthing's 
communication on "Spiritualistic Frauds." He frankly admits these 
phenomena claimed by Spiritualists actually occur, but denies that the 
cause which they claim for these manifestations is the correct one. For 
years their occurrence has been a settled fact with me, and not yet hav
ing a better explanation than the spirit theory, that is still accepteu. 
Now if we can get so-called Materialists to admit these strange things 
do occur, we have taken a long step forward in solving the problem as 
to their cause. For while they are scoffed at and derided, -and some are 
so conceited as to think their opinion alone can settle the fact that they 
do occur, little effort will be made to discover the truth or falsity of the 
spirit theory. H. S_ Olcutt, a believer for twenty-three years in Spirit
ualism, now explains some of the spiritualistic phenomena, by saying 
that the soul of the living medium can, unconsciously to his physical 
self, ooze out and by its elastic and protean nature take on the image Of 
any deceased person whose image it sees in a visitor's memory. He fur
ther claims that in India he has met individuals who, with a kn<1wledge 
of subtle laws and for~es, were able to- will the production of phenomena 
which he once supposed was dependent on spirits. This statement 
coincides with Mr. 'Vorthing's opinion that electro-magnetism, or some 
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unkno\\"n force, is the basis of all thelle extraordinary phenomena. Now 
Mr. Olcutt holds that centurks of study and investigation among the 
Hindoos has placed them jna(\vanceof other nations in respect to 
knowledge of these forces; but as these phenomena have taken place 
where ignorance reigned supreme regarding _these subtle laws, suc\1 facts, 
with me, go to sustain the spirit theory: I have known of mediums for 
physical manirestations that lacked intellcctual·brightness, and have 
sometimes' thought the bigger the fool, the better the medium. 'Now, if 
such' people have a k~owledge of these secret forces, which wiser ones 
are unable to disLOver, where and how did they gain that kn?\i~edge ? 
If, as'they invariahly claim, they are passive instruments in the control 
of some intelligent force, who and what is this force if not one or more 
spirits of dtceased mortals? For one, I am ready to accept some other 
explanation when it can be demonstrated; but the phenomena ar~ unde
ni~ble, and nothing is open to doubt but the cause. What is it {" 

Los Angeles, Cal. C. SEVERA:NCE. 

The Church and Marriage. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
In a recent numb~r of your paper, in speaking with regard to religions 

teacher& performing the marriage ceremony, you say that the state should 
at least require them to use a ceremony prescribed by the state. That 
would be an improvemont on present conditions, but 1 would most ear
nestly suggest that this authority should b: taken from the priesthood alto
gether. The state owes no allegiance to the church. Then why should 
the state give this authority to the leaders of church societi:!s and not to 
the leaders of other societies-Old Fellows, Masons, T .:mp.:rance S;>cie
ti.:s, etc.? 

Marriage is a contract of one man and on! woman with the state, and 
none but state officers, or those who have authority from the state to ad. 
minister oaths, should be allowed to celebrate, in the name of the state, 
a marriage of one man and one woman. In view of recent efforts of the 
church to get control of both the national and- s'ate governments, it is 
high time strong efforts were being made for the complete separation of 
church and state. 

The church, almost from its earliest history, has ex: !rted an evil influ
ence amongmen; has p ~rverted the powers of nations and l!d them to 
cruel wars; has sowed the seeds of enmity and bittern-ess among socie
ties which resulted in the most revolting persecutions. And in every 
age of 'the world, since the church has had an existence, has it hurled its 
curses against th;: Infidels, or the men of free thought, the very men to 
whom they owe the blessings ofthe liberties th!y at present enjoy. Yet 
to;-day they would trample us under their feet if they could, and then, 
when that was done, turn to the persecution ofeach other again~ for the 
tendency ,of church influence is unprogressive, is backward to cruel des
potisms; consequently, it becomes us, the liberty-loving people of the 
country, to break the hold the church has on the stale to-day. If the 
church cannot live without state and national aid, let it die. 

Clackamas, Or. WM. PHILLIPS. 

Good Prospeots. 

10 th~ Editors of Fruthouglzt: 
I have been out in the mountains all the fall prospecting, and am glad 

to say I have been successful in discovering some fine gold quartz prop
erties. All contain good pay ore, and next year I will make some money. 
Nor will I forget the last born, good paper-FREETHOUGHT. I greatly 
admire your journal. I like it for its fullness, its radicalness-it cannot 
be too radical for me. Regular "Bradlaugh sledgehammers" are needed 
to down the mon!>ter superstition and imposition. You are doing splen
did work, and I heartily congratulate you for hitting 'em hard, including' 
the pope in particular. Very respectfully, CHAS. F. BLACKBURN. 

Salmon City, Idaho. 

A Bible to Sell 

To Ike Edilors of Frulhotlgltl: 
Since reading FREETHOt:GHT I have come to the conclusion that the 

Bible is a put-up job on man, and a doubly put-up job on woman. We'll 
sell our Bible cheap. I formerly resided in New York and in Brooklyn, 
and have heard the great man Henry Ward Beecher; also Talmage. 
Henry Ward Beecher got to disbelieve the Bibl'; preached no h~lI,and 
had he lived until now wottld have stQ:>d side by siue with Colonel Inger

soIl. Talmage, no doubt, is the w-.lr!>t fanatic of the age. He says much 
about obscene literature. Why, then, does· he not go for the Bible, ~he 
most filthy book published? He now preaches to woman; in short, wants 
her to save him and his kind. He sees the end, but expects to die b:!
fore the collapse. The days of Christianity, Talmage and all, are mim
bered. I hope tobe in San Francisco during January. We expect to 
hear Ingersoll, Putnam, and others. Yours respectfully, II. J. MAY. 

San J aci~to, Cal. 

Saint Paul on the Marriage Question. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
Dr. Murdock's translation of the ancient Syriac version of the ~~w 

Testa.ment, called the Peshito, published in 1850, has the following reno 
dering of I Cor. vii, 36: 

" But if anyone thinketh that there is reproach, on account oC hIS 
maiden [daughter], because she hath passed her time, and he hath~not 
presented to her a hu!>band, [and] it be fitting that he present her; Jet 
him do what he desireth, he sinneth not; let her be married." 

The brackets are Murdock's own, and the Peshito is the more reliable 
version. HISTOl<ICUS. 

A New Year's Greeting. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
. With the end of the year terminates also my double SUbscription to FREE

THOUGHT. I am well pleased with Vol. 1., and its fifty-two visits hiv!!· 
given much pleasure to my wife and myself. We are glad of the ass.ur. 
ance that it will come to us as many times more. \Vith this end in .view 
and as an appropriate New Year's greeting and token of goodwill and 
good wishes, I inclos! $~ to pay for two copies for another year. That 
FREETHOUGHT may brighten all the weeks of all the coming years is the 
sincere wish of yours very truly, W. S. RODGERS": 

B)uld~r Creek, California: 

Christmas Tidings. 

To th~ Edit(lrs of Fruthouglzt: 
To.day is Christma!> (according to Pope Constantine), and we will ~~1. 

eb:ale the day by sending you $2 toward defraying the expenses of tht! 
January meetings. Wishing you a grand success, we remain yours for 
Universal Mental Liberty. LEWIS A~D ROSA KAISER. 

Ophir, Cal. 

The Work Goes On. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
Herewith I hand you $6-$3 for the Girard College fight, $2 to r:new 

m! sub3cription, and another dollar for the meetings in thi3 city. 
San Francisco-. A. DERMING. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD lectures in Salt Lake City every Sunda'1 
evening during January, and Charles Watts every Sunday night 
in February. 

PREACHER-"Attendance falling of somewhat . .isn't it, sexton?" 
Sexton-"Yes, sir; they are all going over to Pastor Down's 
church." Preacher-H There's evidently got to be somethi!1g 
done." Sexton--" Suppose I spread a report about your having 
kissed a leading member of the flock." Preacher-" Er-some 
purely fictitious story would·-er~o ju~t as well, I think;" 
-Judge. 

A NEAT story (says the Bendigo Advertiser) is told of a Cat?~
lic priest down South, whose sermons are usually of a practI~1 
kind. On entering the pulpit one Sunday morning he took With 

him a walnut to illustrate the various Christian churches; He 
told the people "the bhell was tasteless, that was the . Wesleyan 
church; the skin' ,,'as nauseous, disagreeable, and wor.hless, that 
was the Presbyterian church." He then said he would show the 
holv Roman Apostolic church. He cracked the nut, and found 
it rotten I Then his reverence coughed violently, and pro
nounced the benediction. 

RIJUBARB BfTTERS impart a ddicions tlavor to all drinks, cure lysi. 
pep~i:r. prolllot~ ,~igcstion.and regulate the bowels. Try them. ~.*G. 
Wood, 323 Edd.y st., S. F. 
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.. :WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL 'W ANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED. WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an cxpert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
': 	 case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 

Coin Silver cose, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best op.::n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; ~ I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine . engraved, $1 ' and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels,. '$23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best ~tores. All filled cas~s guaranteed 20 years. . Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO \VETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap. $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis Xl V. style, $35; in 

~ 	 special artistic cases, $3 to .$10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

. ::LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
. $20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special 'fine artistic 

embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

~DIAMONDS.-I a~ an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 - for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS . .:.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Selc:ct from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses ........ , $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons .. $3-40 

Gold do., $5 and ....•...... ,. . .. 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz. 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ..................... . ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 .. . 4.50 

..Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one ... 1.00 4 Be·st Violin Strings ................. . .50 

6. Rogers Bros' best triple.plated Knives.. 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .............. " '" .. . ·75 
. " Forks.. 1.75 Largest Albums; $1, $2, $3, $4 to .... . 10.00· 

Teaspoons.. 1.70 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, -or· money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. : Best work . . Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 
~-	 ' ", 	 OTTO . WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 

N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 
r.---- .. --..

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " AAYSDR.EADON, · . 	 , of Edinlmrgh. Scot
; ~ .f2~;,:.c:~,, ~;.~r;: u~~~:'~-;i~~~ ',~:1 :;I\i~, ':f~e.i ~.l.~!';~:f~t;L~~e.r~~ 
"ut " lio :·it- t y . I t I. nc ,v, 5t:II·(IIIII.\', nn d ve r y I n .....u c .. l v e . .. 

Ls the most VUI'l.L.ar and oomprehl;:nsive IJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~c:.Yde!hl!>' ~ll~e~~t:!u:!, ~n:ll!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve , practical. pre~Dtation ot~'lIooical COllllJlon SenKe" medi A 
Valuable W invalids, lIhowin~ new mean~' by vrhwh t,:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phY~l<"ian8, clergymen, crit ·cs, aud literat I 
T hcroug h t reatment of subj6('l.8 espeCiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who "wants to know, yuu know," will find itinterestlll 0 
4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW'FEATURE Just introduced, consists of a ~ri" . ~ • ot beautiful .·ol...·t-d unut(i~ 
l~ul c:.hurts. in-five colurs, guarantet.-'<lr:- uperlQr to any efore ot1't-red in a iAJP- • 
ulnr phyaiologicnl book. arid rendering it Rilain tbe mo~t attractive and -quick

w~~~~r AGE N TS J{~t3::;~::,c:?Y;.ff~~l~:e·~;:t~~n~ifn ::0 
hours. .. Many ~ents tu.ke 60 or 100 at once., nt speCial rates. SenMor terms. • 

a 16-p¥e Content'! Table of Plllin Home Talk. ~\ white an4FREE~luf' Clrculars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(UL/1 Monthl". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 ~ Same print and U1ustrations,tho 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JllTBIUY WLL PITB. (0.. 129 (N.) East 28th St., l\t. Jerk. 


'TH E INO'EPENDENT PULRIT'i T €mperance and Prohibition, 
-A ~lugazl\1e of 24 pp., devvted to i BY G. :H. STOCKH.\M, M.l)•• 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. I Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposell 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by ! to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. ' Cloth, 75 cts. . Address this office 

and 
hill 

Do~tor 

mlddlt'

an 

manyI 

J\RfggLtih~EP$~1ff 
LIFmD PHYSICIAN, 
the m('st successi'ul (In
specialty) as his practi<'e will 
surely I'rove.'fhe 

;. treats all tho~e peculiar. dis
.eaRl'S of young and 
aged men snch as lIeminal 
weakn·' f8. impotency, &c., rl!
suiting from ind£scretioll snet 
igllor~,nce of youth. 'I.'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (1. ) 
cents for' his hook, "Prlvate 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSrrlVE CURE 

. The book is worth 
times its cost, lind shnuld be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The bo')k spoken of sent sealed . 

Address, DR. It. P. FELLO'TS, VINELAND, NEW Jl':RSEY. 
::lay where you saw thia Advertisement. 

[F:rom the Washington NR.~·ional View.] 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. . SiOlilia.r advert 'demp-nts from unreliable 
practitiunllTS have been assailed and f'Xl'osed hy the press 
~ut,.Dr. Fell<?ws, a speciali~t, in .hls lille. stands fort:mosi 
In hl.S professwn, and the encowlums showered UP:)1l him 
pubhcly as well as in pr;vate,are I!a.tteriug evidences of 
the high apprec ation and confidence h'slong and consc'en
~ious derotion to h Ii specialties in hio p of('s~ion have 80 
Justly merited for 1 ilD, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 

DR. R. P. FELT.OYrS~f>~~!'~f::RT.fheO~e~~5y l;~~S:nt 
is wOlking like a charm. 1 ~m conlpletely surprised the way
it act.s upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknpsss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours resI ectfully, J. R. 

R~!IIA~KS-Th!l aboye is a fair Fample of the hundreds of 
testullomais re~elved trom all parts of the United States. 
from young. nuddle-aged and elderly men, suffering from' 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a'e now cured 
hy nly External Al,plication, the grel>test of all known 
r~medies for this clas~ of di~eases. Asl am an out.and-out 
Llb.erall trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their .patronage, :md not waste their time alld money on 
Christian doctorl!. . DR. Fl':LLOWS. . 

S. P. TAYLOR & 
Manuf...cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Mattila, Book, JI,--nus, Hardware, U'rajJpil1g. 

PAPER BAGS, ~WINE. 


Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo PUFer Mills 

4l.4 and 4l.6 Clay st., S. F. 


FREE1~IIOUGIIT BOOKS 
-----_._---------- - --

PUTNAM'S -WOH.KS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was mall.. 
by an a!·tist !Jand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
h!s "god:' in his own image, and breathes into 
hIS nostnls the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Gold~n Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"1 he author certainly has genius. The divine 
cr;ative spark is ~ithjn him. The book is filled 
WIth manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
w~rds, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
LIberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
erl G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cen~s; cl?th,. $1. QO. "A prose epic 
of the war; nch WIth lllcldent and dlamatic 
pow~r; bre~zy (rom first page to last with 
the bvn~ Spll1t of to.day."-7ohn Swinlon'lP,... 	 . 

http:VUI'l.L.ar


------------------

31 

. P ttCIFIC CARRli\GE G(). 

BU3INEl 35 . OFPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

~UPERINl'ENDENT 

C1ntral Stands~ 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny a.nd Sutter Sts. 

'i.'elephone 1950. 

J A. REED. 
F1R3T-CLAS5 

BOO.TS -& SHOES 

l\1ad.! to order. P~rfect fit guarante ~d. Re· 
pairing nady dO:1e. I mvite the readers of this 
raper to glV\! me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

'375 Kaloma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

SECULAR THOUGHT. 
A Journal of Liberal Thought. 

The Official Orgln of the Canadi~n Secular Union. 

Published Weekly. $2 per Year. 

CH .;\.RLES. WATTS, Editor, 

'31 Adelaide st. East, Toronto, 

Ont., Canada. 

Read what Colonel Ingersoll says: "I am much 
pkased with Secular l'hollght-wlth its form, 
arrangement, and contents-ab-we all, with its 
spi i.. ·It is splendid. I don't s::ehow it could 
he better. I h:ad it with the greatest of plea 
scire." COL. ROBERT lI. INGERSOLL. 

Read what B. F. Underwood says: "Mr. Watts 
pl1blish~s a solid paper. ~;!cu1ar Thought is the 
best Liberal paper that now COll1.!S to me." 

B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Read what Helen H. Gardenersays: "I heartily 

congl atulate our Canadian Inends upon the fact 
that they are represented by S.!cu1ar Thought, a 
paper of which they can be justly proud, and 
which they need never hesitate to hand to their 
most delic::tte-minded friends, however religious 
they may be." HELEN H. GARDENFR. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

FREETHOUGHT.; 

THE LATEST 


:USINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DhLSS SUITS FOR ...................._.............................': ....... 35.00
P.A N TS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C::B:.A.S. F. :SUH..G-BI.[..A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

ROMANCES I EI!lpire,"al1d aVinllh:ation (n~ver Lt·fort: pUblished inVOLTAIRE'S . _ I th18 country) of 80mI' passages In the 15th an·1 Hlt.h chap. 

A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba-
I '1' d 1 'I . 
)l lty, an not a ways resemb e a dream. I desue 
to find in it nothing trivial orextravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance ~-
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvt. 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vu1gar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav. 
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Bdng a popular account of the formation and 
DC\'e!oplllent of the Canon. By rrons~n C 
Keeler. Price. 50 cents. 

• I 

Irel~n~~n~ tne p~~~ I 
.... 'i ~ 

-A BRIEF HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIAJ.V IT-: TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, 'not to say 
inramous, distinction of being dangemus only to 
those who confide in him." 

By JA:\IES G. MAGUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco; Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important "'ork by Gibbon, the historian. Compris. 

i lng all that relates to the prog-ress of the Christian reli 
gion in "The Uistor. of the Uedineand I"all of the Roman 

ters, by EtIward Gibbon, Esq., with a Lift! of the Author 
Preface and Notes by' t.he Editor, Including varionll~ 
notes.. by Gui7.ot, W~nck, lIilman, "an English Church· 
man, and otht:r 8cholars. Handsome 12 mn., 864 pail'C8.
Cloth. With Eng-ra\·ings. Price 81 50. 

_ ' 
ROBERT G. INGERS ' 

OLL S 
GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 

On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the national an
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10cen1.8; 5 cop
lea, 25 cents; 25 copies, 81. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
)r~LAwlor the Moral &ud PbYllit,al World. 8y BaroD 
D'liolbach. A Dew and iwproved edition, with DokB bl
Werot.. Two Yolumea in OD.. Price, II. 

REMSBURG'S 'W'ORKS. 

False Claims. Price]o cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr.' Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal.--:tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence' the Church and Learuing; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ' 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, \\'al'hington, 

Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cent:.. 


Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc-' 
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception: 
Cheating; Thefl and Rohbery; Adultery and 
.t>rostitution; Murder; Wars 01 i.. onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism: Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness, 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po- . 
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; O~scenity. Pri<;e, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copIes, $1. Spectal 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath.Breaking. ~ This is the best and, most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of theSab. 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the. Ch~-islian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; ExammatltJn of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Falhers;.the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puntan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. ~ Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; l\fary 

Jones, or the Infidel Teacher', 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, c10th,75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents {the last four are Infidel novels}; Diana
sexpal advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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FREETHOUGHT LECTURES 

----------]3)(--------- . 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM 

~--------~T----------

IRVING HALL, 129·. POST ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


SUNDAYEVENIN~S, JANUARY 6) 13,20 AND 27, 18S9. 

SU.13.TEOTS: 

Jan. 6.-;'·The Bible and· }lo.dern Thought." Jan. 13.-" Evolution and Creation." 
-

.Jan: 20.-" The Religious Conspiracy." 

JANUARY 27th, 28th, and 29th, 

OONVENTION OF LIBERAL ~ QF CALIFORNIA ani PAINE AIVNIVER8ARY CELEBRATION. 
Many Promiuent Speakers will be present and Address the Meeting$. 


ALL ARE INVI'l'ED.· SEATS FREE. 


PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889• 
.. ... 

ln order to increase the· circulatiun of FREETHOUGHT, and at tll'J s~tnle ·.tinie to secure the dis


.tribution of books that everyone ShOtlld read, we offer the following 

Premiums to getters up of .clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber· ($2) • • - KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4)·. . . . .. GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. . 


" Three New Subscribers ($6) . '. . GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and 

. INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 


" Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE PO EivlS, (A most Magnifi
cent VolUlne). 

" Pive ~ew Subscribers ($10) . VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf' or Half 
Morocco, (lnost elegant style, $4 ed). 

" Six New Subscriber:; ($12) . . INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half ~Iorocco, $5 ~d. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBL~, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. .HISTORY OF CHR~STIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S Ro~rANcES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLr..'s PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S RUMANCES,. (fine. binding), $4~00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these works will be scnt postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM· ~ MACDONALD, 504. KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 
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SAN F~NCISCO, - JANUARY 19, 1889 

IF 'the Free~hought meetings at Irving Hall continu~· to grow 
in attendance Mr. Moody may have to vacate the Mechanic's 
Pavilion to satisfy the demands of Liberalism. 

IN their attempt to organize the German-American citizens of 
the country into a total abstinence pro.hibition party, the Chicago 
Teutons will find themselves uI:1popular, to say the least. In the 
tru~ sense of the word, the Germans are among the most tem
perate people on earth. 

WHE:i Mr. Moody has worked up the public of San Francisco 
to a proper state of receptivity toward religious truth, Revivalist 
Sam Jones will come to the city" as his successor. Meanwhile 
the gathering of the Freethought hosts will go on. The battle 
may as,well be fought here as elsewhere. 

MR. SPRINGER, of Illinois~ has introduced a bill in Congress 
providing for a national marriage and divorce law. This is a 
proper companion of the national Sunday law. With our religion 
and morals thus placed in the care of the Congress at Washington, 
local legislatures may as well adjoulJl sine die. 

THE progress of evangelical work has been temporarily sus
pended in Albuquerque, N. M~, by the exposure and arrest of the 
Rev.]. W. Sanders for ministerial conducttoward a girl of sixteen 
summers. Mr. Sanders declares that it is a case of mistaken 
identity, but until he shall be abl~ to demonstrate his theory he 
will remain in jail. 

THE state of New Hampshire is revising its constitution in such 
a manner as not to discriminate against Catholics. Article VI. 
of the constitution at present empowers H towns, parishes, bodies 
corporate: or religious societies" to "make adequate provision, 
at their own expense, for the support and maintenance of public 
Protestant teachers of piety, religion, and morality." It is now 
proposed -to strike out this article and let the following stand in its 
place: "Every religious sect or denomiIiation demeaning them
selves, quietly and as good subjects of the· state shall be equally . 
under the protection of the law, and·no subordination of anyone 
sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by Ia\v." . 

IN 1 886 the Rev. Waldo Messaros, Presbyterian, was tried in 
Philadelp~ia for indecent assault on a female member of his con
gregation, and his ill inistration there ended in a scandal. Never'" 
theless he is still thought good enough to preach the gospel, and 
he has just' been installed as pastor of a congregation in New 
York. If the Rev. Mr.· Messaros repeats his Philadelphia ex
perience in New York, "he may expect to be made a bishop 
later on. 

AITEl\tPTS are being made to stir the Lick trustees into activity. 
These trustees, it ·is charged, are in a state of repose except when 
drawing their salary. The City Hall statuary is not erected, nor 
are the public baths for which many thousand dollars were be
queathed. There are numerous bathing establishments in this 
city to which admission is charged, and the Lick. trustees will 
escape the unpleasant suspicion of being in the pay ofthe pro
prietors of these institutions if they will proceed to u~e the funds 
in their possession for the purpose designed ·by James Lick. 

NEARLY one hundred years ago, that is, April 30, 1789, when 
George \Vashington was inaugurated president of the United 
States, . meetings were held in the churches o( New York, in which 
city the inaugural ceremonies took place. The people regarded 
it as a sort of religious occasion, and the clergy of New York now 
issue an address to the ministers throughout the country asking 

. that similar incantations may be performed on the one hundredth 
anniversary of the event. To show how superstition has sunk 
into the background during the past century it is necessary merely 
to note that Harrison's inauguration will be celebrated by a ball, 
and none but a few ministerial fossils are found to pretest 
against i~. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

The lecture at the Turnverein Hall Wednesday, January 9, was 
most cordially received. Our German radical friends are entirely 
in sympathy with the Demands of Liberalism. They are" fo~ 
advanced thought and the separation of church and state. They 
believe in a sound mind in a sound body, and that fine physical 
development is necessary to civilization. The hall was full, the 
music inspiring. Chairman Schroeder introduced the speaker 
with a ringing speech. He insisted upon the need of action, that 
in the present condition of affairs Liberals cannot afford to be 
indifferent. The address of the evening was upon the Nine 
Demands .. The attention and intet:est of the audience in the. mat, 
ters discussed are evinced by the fact that our energetic ally,. 
Emil S. Lemme, secured in a few minutes a list of over twenty· 
subscribers for FREETHOUGHT. I have not addressed a meeting 
where more encouragement· has been givento the Secular work' 
than here. .. 

On Saturday evening friend, Thurston and IIlyself ventured on 
a pioneer excursion toOceatl View:· ·':fhis is one of t~e suburbs· 
of ·San Francisco, formerly known ~ :San Miguel. It is· pl~·"~ 
andy situated, although·~ot' .by- any means a busy point. It 
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seems as ii eventually it might be an elegant place of residence. 
It is only a little way from the city. The ocean views are. 
delightful. The white sails glitter in the distance, and the blue 
immeasurable expanse stretches from the shore, whose soft de
clivitie.) are rcldiant at this seas:m with robes of green. The 
gardens, too, are ornamented with flowers. They bloom in the 
sunny atmosphere. If the three-cornered shanty were removed 
and the electric light substituted, there would be a vast improve
ment in one's first impression of the place. Col. Geo. Thistleton 
of the" Jolly Giant" arranged for a lecture at Wolf's Hall. Not 
a large num ber were out. By a misunderstanding circulars an
nouncing the I)1~eting were distributed at Coleman, instead of 
being delivel~u to the residents of O~ean View. Many of the_ 
prominent citizens were not' notified of the . lecture. The few 
that were present however, made an appreciatives audience. 
H. L. Heath, Benjamin Rayner, A. M. Fairchild, Miss Julia 
Caldwell, Frank Caldwell, Mr. and Mrs. Woodville, Mrs. 
\Vhalen, 1\1:r. Daaiel McDonald, Mr. David Hughes, Frank 
Hale, \Vm. Simmons, IVlax Grace, Mr. Reed, Chas. Hender
son, Thomas McDonald, Mr. Ba.ldwin, etc., are among the 
friends of this suburban post. McDonald and Baldwin still be
long to the church, but they are too fair-minded to refuse to grant 
Freethinkers the same rights they demand for themselves. Mr. 
Hughes is an old friend from Toronto, a member of the 
Canadian Secuiar Union, and a s~aunch Freethinker. Col
onel Thistleton·is a Mexican veteran and was also in the late war 
at the front. He is a born fighter. He enjoys th~ smoke of 
battle, whether of the cannon or of the press. He has a cozy 
little home overlooking the sea, and lives an independent life. 
His wife is as good a radical as he, and his children,all girls, are 
in the ranb:. Around his fireside was genial entertainment. The 
inhabitants of O~ean View are largely Roman Catholic. They 
took pains to have an entertainment of their own at Murphy's 
Hall, over the way, and thus th\:! faithful were kept within the fold. 

Sunday morning was simply gorgeous. Hardly a cloud was 
in the sky. All the land and sea were shining in the floods of 
radiance. Over the beautiful bay the editorial stan journeyed 
to the silver shores of Oakland. Happy refreshment attended 
the ..Xreethought trio at the home of friend Haelke, where 
music mingles with the merry feast. After dinner the editors 
visited the Pacific Pres:) establishment, one of the -largest and 
busiest in the state. Here they run at full steam on Sunday, while 
the churches carryon business of another sort. The place, 
however, is silent asthe tomb on Saturday. A Sunday law is certain
ly an inte~ference with the religious rights of these people. They 
are Biblical Christians-Adventists-and keep the command
ment as laid down in the Bible. From force of circumstances, 
these Christians are strenuous advocates of a secular government, 
and an invaillable aid to the agitation for the demands of Liber
alism. It was quite refreshing to see this big establishment so 
lively on the Holy SabbJ.th. May it continue to flourish and. be 
a thorn in the side of orthodoxy. On this ~ery Sunday the Evan
gelical clergymen of Oakland preached upon the"Holy Sa.bbath" 
and petitions were largely signed for a state Sabbath law. Thus 
the issue is being forced upon the people of California. 

Odd Fellows' Hall was nearly full to listen to the lecture !Ipon 
"Robert Elsmere." An abstract of the lecture is given in another 
cQlumn. The increased attendance and interest are quite encour
aging. The new and old friends I greet, the generous support, 
make the path of labor-if not the· path of fortune-a path of 
rejoicing~ 

The largest audience yet was present at Irving Hall on Sunday 
evening. The movement is evidently forward, and the prospects 
are bright for the State Convention. I believe we shall have on~ 
of the largest conventions on the continent for Freethought and 
Secular government. The enormous activity of the churches at 
the present time, the Blair Sabbath bill, the American Sabbath 
Union, the Religious Amendment Association, the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, pushing forward the petition for 
Sabbath laws in California-all these "signs of the times" which 
point backward, and not forward, must arouse Liberals to the 
necessity of organization. There must be a State Union to suc
cessfully oppose these ecclesiastical encroachm:ents. There 
could not be a more opportune time for united effort. 

A beautiful gift is before me-the Memorial Address on Ros
coe Conkling, by Rob~rt G. Ingersoll. The gift is more precious 
by the inscription on the first plge: "To S_lm'l P. Putn'lm, Esq., 

_from his friend, R. G. Ingersoll, Jan. 5, '89." 
I have two' other gifts from the same generous hand, arid they 

are inscribed, strange to say, as follows: "Rev. Mr. Putnam, 
from his friend, R. G. Ingersoll." 

It can't seem possible that I ever was a "Rev." But I have 
before me the autograph of Ingersoll to that effect and I must 
admit h, but what a change iri mental horizon between the first 
gift and the last I I don't think death itself could make a trans
formation more utterly wonderful. And he whose genius hath 
given such grace to this life hath put, also, the flower of beauty 
upon the breast of darkness. Listen to the magnificent peroration: 
" And as he lived he died. Proudly he entered the darkness, or 
the dawn, that we call death. Unshrinkingly he passed beyond 
our horizon; beyond the twilight's purple hills; beyond the ut
most reach of human harm or [leip; to that vast realm of silence, 
or of joy, where the innumerable dwell, and he has left with us 
his wealth of thought and deed; the memory of a brave, im

. perious, honest man who bowed alone to death." 
S. P. PUTNAM. 

AN UNJUST DECISION.. 

Old John McGuire, of New York, died some time ago while 
attending one of Dr. McGlynn's Anti-poverty meetings. He 
owned a lot in Calvary cemetery, a Catholic burying-ground, but 
was refused burial there because, being a disciple of McGlynn, 
he had not died in the faith. His family brought suit to compel 
the church to give him the right of sepulture, a~d on January 7 
a decision was reached in the supreme court. Judge Beach, 
presiding, refused to interfere, upheld the action of the church, 
and dismissed the case. He claims that the matter is not one 
for judicial interference, but for appeal to _ the ecclesiastical 
a uthoriti es. 

Probably Judge Beach knows the law. No doubt the instru
ment conveying the burial lot to Mr. McGuire was of such a 
nature thac it could be revoked at the will of the church. 
Nevertheless the decision is unjust. A man who buys a cem
etery lot to be buried in, and pays for it, has a right to be laid 
there after he is dead. "If the law does not secure him in that 
right it should be changed. 

--------------~~-
SmlE of the names attached to the Call for the State Conven

tion may appear misspelled as printed in FREETHOUGHT. It is 
hoped that signers will overlook any such errors, as proper names, 
often written under unfavorable circumstances, fu:-nish the printer 
with the severest trhl incident to his profession. . 
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THE GIRARD COLLEGE THEFT. 

Stephen Girard was born near Bordeaux, in France, in the year 
1750. At the age of fourteen he left home to be a cabin-boy on 
a trading-vessel. In 1778 he became a citizen of this country 
by naturalization, having ,married a Philadelphi;t lady the year 
previous. His wife bore one child, a daughter, who soon died. 
During the last twenty-five years of her life Mrs. Girard was 
insane, dying in 1815. Girard's death occurred in 1831, when 
he was in the eighty-second year of his age. He had amassed 
an enormous fortune, and by the 'provisions of his will gave 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for charitable purposes, besides 
endowing the college which bears his name with $2,000,000 and 
forty-five acres of land in the city of Philadel,phia upon which 
the college stands. The residue of certain portions of his vast 
estate inure to this college, so that it now has an annual income 
of more than a half a million dollars. The whole Girard Col
lege estate is worth $20,000,000. The college grounds and 
buildings are worth $10,000,000. 

, What Girard's religious views were, if he had any, nobody will 
ever know. That he was an admirer of the French Freethinkers 
is shown by the fact that some of their works were found in his 
library and that four of his ships were named after Voltaire, 
Helvetius, Montesquieu, and Rousseau. It may be stated here 
that Girard's fortune was made in the marine traffic. 

The clause in Girard's will over which there has been an end
less amount of controversy is as follows: 

'I r enjoin and require that no ecclesiastic, missionary, or minister of any 
sect whatsoever, shall ever hold or exercise any station or duty whatever 
in the said college; nor shall any such person ever be admitted for any pur
pose, or as a visitor, within the premises appropriated to the purpose of 
the said college. I d!!sire to keep the tender minds of the orphans, who 
are to derive advantage from this bequest, free from the excitement which 
clashing doctrines and sectarian controversy are so apt to produce; my 
desire is, that all the instructors and teachers in this college shall take pains 
to instil into the minds of the scholars the purest principles of mora lit y, so 
that on their entrance into active life, they may, from inclination and 
habit, evince benevolence toward their fellow.creatures and a love of 
truth, sobriety, and industry, adopting at the same time such religious 
l.!nets as their matured reason may enable them to prefer." 

Has this provision of the dead ,philanthropist's last will and 
testament been carried out? 

To begin with, there has been erected in the center of the College 
grounds a church building called a chapel. It is of ecclesiastical 
architecture, such as characterizes the English or Protestant 
Episcopal church. Now the style of building recommended by 
Gir:ud was not ecclesiastical; it was Corinthian, and his college is 
the finest specimen of Greek architecture in the coun'try. In 
erecting an ecclesiastical edifice the trustees 'made their first 
departure from the design of the great philanthropist, their first 
breach of trust. The chapel is a sectarian building. 

I n this building-this chapel, or church-religio~s exercises 
:uc held every Sunday. And what is Sunday b~t a . sectarian 
institution? It is observed by some of the sects, and not ob
served by others sects. The holding of meetings on Sunday is a 
recognition of a sectarian day. It is a recognition of Sunday as 
the Sabbath, the same as the ho~ding of religious services on 
Saturday would be a recognition of that day as the Sabbath. 
Here, then, we have a second feature of sectarianism enforced 
by the trustees of the college. The beneficiaries of Girard's be
qu'est are taught that Sunday isa holy day. 

Further in the direction of sectarian instruction is the" Manual 
for' the Chapel of Gir~rd College."This manual should' have 

been caned a ritual. In it are special services for Sundays, 
Christmas, Good Frt'day, Easter, and other" holy days." By how 
many of the sects of the Christian and other religions are Good 
Friday and Easter celebrated? Not by one in ten., They are 
therefore sectarian days. The observance of them is a sectarian 
rite. The manual itself is a violation of the will; its, liturgy is 
another. But the rest of the manual is even worse. It contains 
numerous forms of prayer, nearly, if not all, taken from ., Tde 
Book, of Common Prayer'of the Protestant Episcopal Church." 
They are all orthodox. For instance, the orphans are taught to 
pray that departing souls may be "cleansed in the blood of Christ." 
In addition to being sectarian, such a prayer is barbarous. Thus 
the sectarian doctrine of the vicarious atonement is taught. 

The sectarian dogma of a virgin-born savior comes next in a 
"responsive hymn," thus: 

"When thou [meaning Christ] tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou 
didst humble thyself to be born of a virgin." , 

The sectarian dogma of th~ " second coming" is also inculcated: 
"We beheve that thou shalt come to be our Judge." 

Next we' have inculcated the sectarian incarnation' theory, i.e., 
the dogma that Christ was God: 

"The God incarnate! Man divine!" 

The sectarian dogma of redemption follows. The explana
tion of the presence of thousands of children in heaven is given: 

"Because the savior shed his blood 
To wa~h away their sins: 

Bathed in that pure and precious flood, 
Behold them white and clean." 

That mathematical absurdity, the trinity. glaringly sectarian, is 
represented by the lines: 

"God in three persons, blessed trinity!" 
"Glory to the three in one," etc. 

The dogma of a hell is included in this stanza : 
"Buried in sorrow and in sin, 

At hell's dark door we lay, 
But we arise by grace divine 

To see a heavenly day." • 

Everybody knows that the dogmas of cleansing blood, redem p
tion, miraculous conception of Christ, the second coming of Christ, 
the incarnation of God in man, and, above all, the trinity, are 
rejected by all the liberal sects and are held only by the ortho
dox. There is, therefore, as much reason why these doctrines 
should be com bated as inculcated, in a non-sectarian course of 
teaching. 

So much for sectarianism. The whole Sunday exercises reek 
with it. In fact, all the religion taught there'is sectarianism, as 
is all that is taught anywhere. 
. Take away sectarianism and you take away religion. Religion 
that is not sectarian does not exist. Girard knew this. He knew 
that if he excluded the teaching, of sectarian dogmas he would 
exclude the teaching of all dogmas. This was recognized by 
Daniel Webster. It was recognized by the heirs of Girard, who 
endeavored to break his will on the ground that "the founda
tion of the college upon the principles and exclusions prescribed 
by-the testa~or is derogatory and hostile to the Christian religion, 
and so is void, as being against the common law and public 
policy of Pennsylvania." 

That Girard intended to exclude all religion is sho~ further, 
not only by the provision that none but the "fmrest principles of 
morality" should be instilled, but also by the very preachers who 
co-operate with the trustees in their fiduciary unfaithfulness. One 
of these preachers. not long ago remarked, in his discourse; that 
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the founder of the college "never contemplated or intended such 
a service as then and there engaged their attention I" . 

Girard was a friend and admirer of Thomas Paine, yet one of 
these preachers, in a sermon delivered in the j::hapel, took occa
sion to ridicule the teachings of Paine, and to designate those 
who celebrate his birthday as "fanatical long-haired men and 
short-haired women." 

To sum up : the college which Girard endowed for the pur
pose of educating the destitute youth of Philadelphia, and giving 

- .them an education free fr9m superstition, has been turned into a 
theological seminary for the teaching of the grossest absurdities 
of the orthodox religion. It is submitted that the first principle 
of morality is common honesty. The trustees of the college are 
guilty of gross violation of their sacred trust, and if the institution 
is ever brought back to the use for which it was intended, the· 
provisions of Girard's will touching the age of pu pHs should not 

/debar these trustees from the privilege ofattending and learning 
something about the principles of morality, at least as far as they 
refer to the question of honesty. The trustees are disregarding 
the will, and they know i.t. 

NOTE.-The foregoing facts concerning the superstitious incantations 
tmposed upon the orphans who receive the benefit of Girard's philan
thropY, are d)::lwn from the work entitled "Girard's Will and Girard 
College Theology," by R. B. \Vestbrook, LL.D., President of the Amer
icatl Sf-cular Union. Those who desire a full examination of the subject. 
should consult this work. It may be obtained at the FREETHOUGHT office. 
Price, $1. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MEETING PUND. 

vVhen the Irving Hall gatherings were proposed, it was sug
gested in FREETHOUGHT that as the meetings were to be free 
the Liberals throughout the state might \vish to pay the ex
penses of hall rent, etc.' The opportunity was embraced, and 
$97.25, contributed as follqws, h3.s been paid or pledged: 

A. J. l\L CampbeJl ........ $10 00 K. Parker................. $1 00 

W. F. Ed~>:,: ......... ~ .... 
O. T. DavlS ............... 

5 00 
5" 00 

John Robinett ............. 
J. Robertson .............. 

I 
I 

00 
00 

A Debarry .........••.••.-. 
Judge Heydenfeldt ......... 
Hon A Schell ..... , ... ~ .. .. 

5 00 Eugene Hough.... ........ 
5 0.0 IJ vos.trovskY ... -... .... .... 
5 00 Mrs L P Langley .......... : I 

00 

00 
00 

Robert Gunther...... . . . . .. 3 00 A fri::!nd.... . . . . .• . . . . . . .. I 00 

Ed. Wegner ............... 3 00 I Samos Parsons ............. 1·00 

H. E. Palanca ............. 3.00 I Henry Kline.......... .... I 00 


P A Clark ................ 2 00 IE. M. Hansson~ ............ r 00 

L. and R. Kaiser ........... 2 00 H. F. Evans _ ............. I' 00 


Wm. Noble .... : ............ 2 be IMrs. P. Van'Hoeter ........ I 00 

A. Derming ................ 2 00 A. J. Andersen ............ I 00 

J Dumbacher ...... '.' ..... , I 50 Henry Kaiser. . . . . . . . . . . . .. I 00 

Philip Cowen ............. , I 00 IA. H. Schou ..... , . . . . .. .. I 00 
H. Replogle. .. .. .. .. .. .... I 00 B. B. Rockwood. .. ... .. ... I 00 


Charles Kaiser ..........•.. I 00 I A. L ..................... I 00 

Mrs. Rebecca Kaiser.... . .. I 00 Mrs. R. Palanca ........ '" I 00 


A friend.................. I '00 Gustave Palanca ........... I 00 


FrankButler ................ 1001 JacobHakius.... .......... 00 

Thos. Lee .... ; ............ I 00 .J. H. Fritschi...... ........ 00 


A. Imbach ... : ............ I 00 A. B. Burns ............... I 00 


Al~x Hauser .............. ' I 00 t G. W. Parker ...' ........... I 00 

R. Butterfield...... .....•. I 00 Herman Fry....... ........ I 00 


!W. C. Lyon ............... I 00 J. E. Clark ................ I 00 

!R. W. Barcroft ........... 1 00 I N. D. Goodell ............. J 00 


'F. H. Schaedin. .... . . .. . . . 50 I Jacob Schmid .... '" .. , ... • 50
:H Freichler ................ - 50 jl A friend...... .... ......... 50

IC, S Zej :!nwaldt.. .... ... .. 50 E A Herman .... " ....... 50 


fA friend ............ '" : :. . 50 A fri~nd. . . . . . . . .. ........ 50 


~rs Reguin... . . • . . . . . . . . •. 50 IG. WilllIiuuder.. . . . . . . . . . . . 50 


Fash ",' ... ... ... . . . . •. . . . 50 F'. Woodward ............. 25 


t The rent of the hall for the six nights, including the Con
vention and Paine celebra~ion, is $1I 2.50. Collections from 
the audience have amounted to $34.80, and about $33.75 has 
beeen expended in stationery,' advertising, and music, up to date 
rhe Oakland meetings are sustained by the collections taken, but . 

the speaker has in no instance received anything for his services 
except the sati~faction of sowing good seed in fertile soil. 

GRAND INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATION OP PAINE'S 
ANNIVERSARY. 

It is now decided to have an international celebration of Paine's .. 
Anniversary, January 29. This is fitting for one who declared, 
"The world is my country." Addresses will be made in English, 
German, B:>hemian, French, and Italian. J. S~hueneman-Pott 
will speak in German-one of the most brilliant speakers.in that 
language. Our bright and generous ally of San Jose, J. Vostrov
sky, will be asked to represent the Liberals of the land of J!uss. 
Able representatives will be found of the land of Garibaldi and 
of Voltaire. If Ingersoll is on the coast on this auspicious occa

. sion he will be asked to represent the nationality of Shakespere~ 
Paine, and Lincoln. Patriotic songs will be sung. San Fran
cisco is a cosmopolitan city. It should have a cosmopolitan 
celebration. 

THE ISSUE AT HAND. 

The following speaks for itself: 
"The California Woman's Christian Temperance Union' has recently 

prepared a petition to the legislature for the enactment o(a Sunday law. 
This petition is prepared for the signatures of both voters and non-voters 
in separate columns, and a large number of subscribers has already been 
obtained. Mrs. M. E. Congdon of this city, who is superintendent of the 
department of legislation, etc., in the Union, has charge of the circula
tion and presentation of these petitions. She said yesterday to a Chron..: 
icle reporter that party and sectarian lines were ignored, and a strong 
showing in favor of the object was confiden~ly expected. The working
men were signing the petition very numerously. The Temperance ele
ment in the community was nearly unanimous in its favor, and the 
churches of all denominations but the Seventh-Day Advent would work 
for it. The women of the Union were in earnest in this matter, and with 
another month of hard work would be able, she was sure, to roll up a 
memorial which the legislature would not venture to treat with disrespect. 
Copies of the petition, she added, had been sent to all the pastors in the 
state to secure signatures in their congregations and' return to her for 
presentation. " 

It is no use for the Liberals of California to say that this Sab
bath conspiracy will not succeed. It will su~ceed unless we 
organize at once and work against it. E"ery orthodox clergy
man in the s'tate is enlisted for this war. In every city and 
village, and by every wayside, this matter will be pushed. Wher
ever there is a church spire this petition will find busy supporters. 
Let the Liberals of California unite. It is folly to do nothing 
while the churches are putting forth every effort. 

THE order of exercises at the Convention will be as follows: 
The Convention will open at ten o'clock Sunday morning, Jan
uary 27, with an address, by Samuel P. Putnam, on "Freethought 
Organization-Its Necessity and its Methods." Afterthe address 
temporary officers will be chosen-president, secretary, and 
treasurer, and committees appointed to draft constitution, resolu
tions, nominate permanent officers, etc. Sunday afternoon and 
evening addresses may be expected from prominent Liberal 
speakers. Monday afternoOIi there will be a business session. 
Monday evening speeches and business, and Tuesday evening, 
music, poems, and addresses in memory of Thomas Paine. 
From ten to twelve o'clock Tuesday evening there will be a 
sociable and dance. The following are expected to be present 
and address the Convention: ]. Schueneman Pott, Judge J. W. 
North, Hon. A. Schell, W. F. Freeman, Laura DeForce Gordon, 
Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, Miss Ada Ballou, B. F. Loomis, Professor 
Seymour, Prof. A. P. Bouton! Mrs. Scott-Briggs, and others. . . 
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IF a "special dispatch" to the San Francisco Examiner is to 
.be relied upon, the Canadian Parliament is under the thumb of 
the pope of Rome. This is the dispatch: 
"MONTRE~L, January I1.-A sensation has been created in religious 

and politica.l circles over the assumption by Cardinal Taschereau of pre
cedence in the provincial Parliament over the lieutenant governor. Par
liament opened yesterday. Cardinal Taschereau and the clergy had been 
sent invitations to attend, being assigned to the first seats on the floor. 
His eminence resented this. and writing to the usher of the black rod, 
demanded a position on the throne, and claimed, as a prince of Rome 
and according to the rules of the church, precedence over even the repre
sentatives of the queen. The speaker of the Senate and Premier Mercier 
held a hurried consultation, and word was sent to his eminence that what 
he demanded would be given. A hastily constructed throne was erected 
on a dais beside the queen's throne, and directly under the royal arms, 
and this was occupied by Cardinal Taschereau and a bodyguard ofprclates 
yesterday when Parliament opened." . 

Canada needs a Secular Union, and needs it badly. 

"RATIONAL COMMUNISM" is one of the wise books of to-day. It 
is written by a Freethinker and humanitarian-by one who has 

had a varied experience of life, who knows the struggle of life and 

the success of life. It is a beautiful picture of what may be in 

the evolution of the American Republic. Every Liberal should 

read this book, not necessarily to agree with all the profound sug~ 


. gestions of 'the author, but as a stimulus to' discover the best 

practical method to secure the noblest and happiest co-operation 

of mankind. __ The generosity of the author is illustrated by the 
fact that he has made a New Year's ~ift to FREE;HOUGHT of 
seventy-five copies of this book. Those who want to help FREE
T~t:JGHT and get their money's worth can do no better than pur
chase ·this attractive volume. Price per copy, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 

BARON HIRSCH, a wealthy Jew living in Paris, conceives that 
the messiah for whom the Jewish people have been waiting for 
untold years has come at last. His notion is that the messiah is 
not an incarnate person, but a sort of dispensation, said dispensa
tion being the fusion of the Jews with Christians, to be brought 
about by co-education and interfnarriag~. Baron Hirsch-offers 
$20,000,000 - to the governments of Russia and Austria for the 
founding of schools for Jews an..d Christians alike. The general 
belief among Jewish theologians is that Baron Hirsch is not a 
friend of Judaism, and that his plan is ·impracticable. As one 
rabbi remarks, Jews and Christians sometimes reach a com
mon belief,'but that belief is Freethought. 

THE Japanese might be willing to accept Christianity, says the 
Rev. J. Honda, before the Methodist ministers' meeting, if only 
one sect of Christianity should present its claims to their atten
tion. Mr. Honda is a missionary, and reports that the quarr~ling 
of thevarious sects of Christianity in Japan makes the natives 
suspicious that the whole,thing is a humbug; hence Mr. Honda 
recommends joint effort on the part of all sects. But it won't 
do. It will be no gain to Protestantism if the Romish church 
captures Japan, nor any gain to the Romish church if the Protes
tants convert the whole island. These outposts of missionary 
effort are prizes to be contended 'for by the differing sects, and 
no united effort can be expected. Meanwhile the Japanese are 
right in setting them all down as humbugs. . 

'THE idea of Evangelist Barnes concerning hell is that it is a. 

crucible, whete men's sins are burnedaway and the soul chastened, 
and when. the inmate of purgatory has been sufficiently punished 

Mr. Barnes thinks he will be transported -to a seat in heaven. 
The sufferer's condition may be alleviated while in hell, and Mr . 
Barnes prays to. go there to lighten the burdens of· the damned. 
This is a charitable theory, and is as good as any other that is 
not true. Mr. Barnes's desire to go to hell is original, and if he 
can make himself useful there no one will object to his having 
it gratified. 

MEDIUM COLBY'S libel suit against the Chronicle has come to 
an unsatisfactory termination. Mr. Colby has all along assured 
his friends that he could produce the original Parson Rains who 
robbed the mail train at Hearne, Texas, and served a term of 
imprisonment for the .crime. When the case came before the 
commissioners, as reported by the Chronicle, he failed to ex
hibit the parson, but was himself positively identified by the mail 
agent and the postmaster at Hearne a's the man they had known 
as Rains and who committed the robbery. Mr. Colby is now out 
of town. 

As examples of the tenacity of religious delusions may be 
mentioned the almost daily reports of cures performed through 
prayer. The latest case is that of John Wright. of Pine county, 
Ga. For three years he has prayed for the restoration of his sight, 
which he lost in 1885. The other day, so tl)e report says, it 
came back. The only way to prove that prayer did it is to prove 
that his1;ight would not have returned if he had not prayed. As 
such proof is impossible, the eyes have it, so to speak, and the 
prayer-cure theory prevails. 

"ROMAN RULE AND RUIN" is an excellent and timely pam
phlet by Z. Shed. It gives a real history of Romanism. The 
authorities cited are of the highest order: It is valuable for 
reference in controverting the claims of 'the church tQ "inex
haustible fruitfulness in all good things:" The poem, "Our 
Father in Heaven," is a powerful and dramatic production. It 
is, we might say, "logic on fire." Price per copy.· 10 cents; four 
copies for 25 cents; ten for 45 cents; twenty-five for $1. 

IT appears from the New Year's celebration heldin the Rus
sian church last Sunday that the Greek Catholics begin their era 
with January 13, the anniversary of the day when Christ was 
circumcised and c'received upon his- person the mark of the 
children of Abraham." If somebody will now establish the 
celebration of the day the son of Joseph was vaccinated, the cal
endar will be enriched with another red-letter day of transcendent 
importance. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM will lecture next Sunday afternoon, January 
20, at 3 o'clock; in Odd Fellows' Hall, corner of Eleventh and 
Franklin streets, Oakland. Subject: "The Glory of Infidelity." 
Music will be furnished by Mrs. L.- Rutter, Miss Clare H3.elke, 
and Miss Laura Haelke. All are i~vited. - Seats free. 

AN attractive feature of the successful meetings at Irving Hall 
is the music furnished by Mrs. L. Rutter, Mrs. S. Cook, Mrs. 
Albert Stout, Mr. Ely, and Prof. A. Priore.. Their services will 
be secured for the Convention and Paine Anniversary, . - . 

l\fR.. PUTNAM: will lecture Sunday evening next, at Irving Hall, 
on "The Religious Conspiracy," . Every Liberal should make 
an earnest effort to attend and induc~ others ~oatt~rtd_.; - The sub

ject is of the utmost importance~ Seats free. 

THE" Sabbath Imposture," a pam phlet by Harry' Hoover, 10 

cents per copy; six for 50 cents; fifteep for$l.oo.... :: 

http:for$l.oo
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OBSERVATIONS. 

More lectures. A lecture before the Turnverein to enthusiastic 
Germans, from whom a plea for human liberty calls forth applause 
like an earthquake. . A lecture before a hall full of the elite of 
Oakland. A lecture at Ocean View that looks out upon the un
bounded Pacific. A lecture in Irving hall crowded to the door 
wi!tl San Franciscans. . Attendance on these has been my joyful 
experience since the last issue of FREETHOUGHT lifted its light 
upon a world groveling in the dust of superstition. 

Allow me to get down off this high rhetorical pedestal and 
remark that these are lively times. I did not get out to Ocean 
View, but I understand the 'lecture went all right, though the 
audience went wrong. Colonel Thistleton explains the absence 
of the multitude by saying that a lady in the neighborhood met 
with a severe accident which cast a gloom over the entire com
munity. The lady in question was bottling some beef-tea. The. 
tea was hot, the bottle cold. The latter exploded, and a piece of 
it carried away a fragment of the lady's nose. The neighbors 
turned out as one man and one woman to offer their sympathy 
and to rook for the missing fragment of nose, with a view to re
placing it where it belonged. The search was without result up 
to the time of the lecture, and only a few persons, indifferent to 
the pride a Roman nose, gathered to listen. Such are the 
unforeseen difficulties which the cause of reform has to contend 
against at this frontier outpost. 

I took much pleasure in visiting Oakland on Sunday. The 
trip across the -ten miles of bay is a sail through a ,picture gal
lery.The views on a sunny day are illuminated like those Mr. 
Reynolds and I used to throw on the screen with a stereopticon, 
and spectators are permitted to look at them withont being obliged 
to listen to any explanatory remarks. At Odd Fellows' Hall I 
heard with profit the lecture on "Robert Elsmere." As the 
orator proceeded to outline his premises, I listened eagerly; as 
he dre\v his conclusions) my attention became more marked; but 
when he reached the climax of his argument, and, soaring still 
higher upon the silv~r-tipped pinions of eloquence, announced 
that a collection of six dollars was necessary to pay the hall rent, 
my emotion exceeded control, and I broke forth into enthu3iastic 
applause. I am quieter now. . 

If somebody should observe that the meeting held on the same 
evening at Irving Hall surpassed anything, known in the history 
of San Francisco, I should see no reason to throw doubt upon 
the statement. Half an hour before the lecture began Mr. Chess, 
formerly of Monrovia, entered, cast his eye over the assemblage 
that filled all the chairs, and said that remarkable phenomena 
were becoming frequent when there were no good seats to be 
found at a Liberal lecture in a hall that held a thousand. I met 
here the striking combination of Mr. Furgason and Mr. Pingree. 
Mr. Furgason stopped growing when he was six feet and seven 
inches in height, or seven feet and six inches-I will not risk my 
veracity upon the assertion that it is not the latter. Mr.' Pingree 
looms to the altitude of five feet. H~ refers to Mr. Furgason, 
familiarly, as "Shorty." The twain walking together gives Mr. 
Pingree the appearance of a tug taking an ocean steamer out 

. through the Gate. Mr. Furgason tells the story that he was one 
evening upset from a boat into the"Missouri river, and that it took 
him nearly all night to swim ashore. I have never been able to 
understand why he did not have the presence of mind to wade. 

If an author would be famous let him also be incomprehensible: 
1 do not often begin an article in this abrupt manner, but the 
above thought struck me, and I deemed it best to set it down 
befure I forgot it. Accompanied by the compliments of the au
thur, I have just received a pamphlet, with an orange peel cover, 
entitled, "Facettes of Love: from Browning," by Dr. Daniel G. 
Brinton. It contains an address delivered "at the opening of the 
Browning Society of the New Century Club of Philadelphia," and 
is published by request-that is to say. the author requested the 
printer to put it in its present form, and the latter complied. The 
word Hfacettes" means little faces, as seen, for example,- on' the 
surface of a diamond badge pin. "Love" is a term found in the 
dictionary. Browning is a contemporary English poet, with a 
yearning for the ot'scure~ Dr. Brinton re3ides at Media, Pa., 

and is vice~president of the Browning society, hereinbefore men
tioned..With this definition of terms, let us proceed. The S'ociety 
meets for the purpose of studying Browning. If anyone desires. 
to understand Browning, he has got to be studied, there can be 
no dispute about that. People read Tennyson, and Ingersoll; 
and Thomas Paine, and know at once what the authors are talk
ing about, but Browning and the Bible need investigation and 
commentary, and societies are formed for those purposes. Many 
people have vague ideas which they are unable to express. They 
come across expressions like those to be found in BrJwning's 
poems, which do not stand for anything in particular. They put 
their ideas into the poet's words, and are happy. ,Vagueness is 
married to obscurity in blissful union. . 

Browning would never do for a lexicographer. He ~ay3 of 
love: 

The gem 
Centuplyangled o'er a diadem. 

I do not understand the above. Whlt did the gem angle for, 
and what luck did it have? 'Vhat did it expect to catch? Shin
'er3, may be. The gem can have no reference to the letters form
ing the initials of my name. This extract does not readily yield 
to study. We pass. Says one of Browning's "lofty women :" 

There have been moments, if the sentinel, 

Lowering his halbert to salute the queen, 

Had flung it brutally and clasped my knees, 

I would have stooped and kissed him with my soul. 


That is all clear until we read the last line. What the qU~2'n 
might have meant to say w~s that, if the man had been guilty of th ~ 
violent conduct described, she "would have stopped and kicked 
him with her sole." And the verdict of the world would have· 
been that she served him right. 

I would ·like to go through Browning, and breathe new mean
ings into his poetical compositions, but I have no tim~. Mlny 
of his expressions are objectionable. One heroine says: 

Well, if none of these good things came, 
What did the failure prove? " 

The man was my whole world "all th;! sam~," etc. 

Except for. the laws of rhythm, which even Browning some
times observes, the foregoing would probably have appeared as 
"all the samee," which belongs to the Dictionary of Slang, and can 
have no place in these columns except in quotation. marks. 
Browning will not become popular here on the CO:lst until he 
learns to express himself in plain and chaste language. 

. In his book, "Looking Backward," Edward Bellamy sets forth 
that in the year 2000 everybody's house will be conne~ted by 
telephone with a central music station, and only professionals 
will perform upon musical instruments. There is a man at my 
boarding house who, I expect, wishes that year of grace had 
at:rived. Few persons love music more passionately than myself. 
As Shakspere has well said, those who have no music in their 
souls are fit for delinquent subscribers. I have at home a tin 
flute with which I sometimes while away the hour waiting for 
breakfast, and I notice that the bell rings ear:ier now than it did 
before I inaugurated the practice. The innovation is due to the 
influence of the man above mentioned. I heard him freeing 
his mind to the landlady recently. He said that when the calli
ope that comes with the circus goes whoop~ng through the street 
he had noticed that dogs with an ear set to music point their 
snouts into the air and howl. He did not know whether they 
did thus because they were pleased or otherwise, and he would 
not say that the music of my flute was wholly disagreeable to him. 
He only knew that when he heard it he just wanted to sit up and 
howl. He told the landlady that it was the inexpressible sadness 
of "The Last Rose of Summer" performed by a man who had 
had nothing to eat that morning which affected him in this way, 
and so he hoped she would get -breakfa,t ready as early as she 
could. This tribute satis5es me that I have obtained the highest 
power possible to me until I can grasp the harp which awaits me 
in the Ineffable Hence. . 

I expect thatI am the only rerson in a positJ,on to do' so 
who h~s never ;:l.sked Colonel Ingersoll for an indorsement, a 
pre:ac:!, an advertisement, or a contribution. I take no credit 
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for this fact. I merely concede to myself the possession of 
a certain sapience by which I ·was enabled to perceive in ad
vance that I would not have got them any way. I never met 
the colonel but once~ and he has probably forgotten the occa
sion. Nevertheless I have fared well at his hands. I ob
tained, I believe,· the first communication from him ever contrib
uted to the columns of the Truth Seeker. It was a number of 
years ago. The editor of the Truth Seeker was away on a vaca
tion, and I kept his chair from getting rusty at 33 Clinton 
place. One evening I took a trip to Long Beach, where Colo
nel Ingersoll and family spent. the hot weather. Putnam hap
pened to be there, and called attention to me. The colonel ab
sorbed my hand in his broad and com prehensive palm, transferred 
me to the notice of his family, drew me into a big chai~ beside 
the one he occupied, and gave me a large and fragrant cigar. 
He was kind enough to address numerous remarks to me, and as 
I could see that the little ~ircle gathered around cared more for 
what he &aid than anything I could call to mind to discourse about, 
I ~llowed him to proceed without interruption. I noted that his 
conversation was much like his addresses and his printed articles, 
b.eing full of fine figures and wise sayings. I did not go there to 
interview him, nor did I solicit anything, as Mr. Putnam ,vilt bear 
me out in saying; but ere I went away an interview was promised 
me for the Truth Seeker, and the promise was kept. \Vhen the 
editor returned from his vacation I greeted him with the cordiality 
due from one brother to another who has been absent, but when 
he asked me what matter I had selected for the succeedin\S issue, 
there was a slight trace of hauteur in my manner as I replied that 
I expected to publish a somewhat extended interview with my 
friend. Mr. Ingersoll, whom I had recently met at the beach. 
The editor did not club me, but he suppressed my introduction 
to the interview and published a much better one written by 
himself. 

I hear that there are persons who make the colonel's life bur
densome at times-cranks, impostors and beggars. It is not 
always fortunate to be great and gooti, and well-fixed financially. 
These things make a man a target for the malicious, the menda
cious, and the impecunious. .. • 

The mail brings to this office a memorial volume containing 
the "Proceedings of the Senate and Assembly of the State of New 
York, in relation to the Death of ex-Senator Roscoe Conkling, 
held at the Capitol, May 9, 1888," with the Memorial Address by 
Robert G. Inger:mll, delivered before the State Legislature. It 
is an elegant volume; the address is magnificent, and I have read 
it a half dozen times, but after all I turn to the fiy-Ieaf and read 
there, the last thing before laying'he 'book aside, the inscription 
written in a strong, masterly hand, "To George E. Macdonald, 
Esq., from. his friend, R. G. Ingersoll, Jan. S. '89." We have 
books for sale at the office of FREETHOUGHT. This one is not in 
the catalogue. M; 

LITERARY NOTES. 

CHARLES \VATTS'S definition and defense of Agnostici::;m is 
given in a ten-cent work-" Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which is the more Reasonable ?" 

THE "Truth Seeker Annual and Freethinkers' Almanac" for 
I 889 has already been mentioned in FREETHOHGHT. It may be 
obtained at this office for 25 cents; by mail, 30 cents. 

L. K. \VASHBURN'S latest published lecture is, "Was Jesus 
Insane?" issu~d by the Truth Seeker Company, price 10 cents. 
His conclusion, supported by many qU9tations from scripture, is 
that Christ was more insane than divine. 

THERE will always be rebels against the authority of those who 
seek to make men good by law. Such is Mr. G. A. Lafayette, 
who prints a 14-page pamphlet on "Personal Rights vs. Pro
hibition." We are not acquianted with the author's address or 
the price of the pam phlet. 

"WHY I Am an Agnostic". is a manual of Agnosticism written 
by "Saladin" and Joseph Taylor, and published by W. Slewart 
& Co., 4 I Farrington street, London, E. C. It goes rather deeply 
into metaphysicc, and professes to set forth the Agnostic faith. 
If we may judge from the writers on the subject, Agnosticism is 

coming to be a religion, in which case, we fear, it will fall into· 
disrepute as a term among Freethinkers. 

PAUL CARUS, editor of the Open Court, publishes a 26-page 
pamphlet entitled- "The Idea of God." It is an attempt to put 
the-new wine of the author's conceptio:l of the. universal being 
into the old bottles used in past ages, and succeeds as well as 
any we have ~een made in that hopeless direction. 

"INFIDEL DEATHBEDS," by G. W. Foote, editor of the London 
Freethinker, is a 98-page pamphlet giving the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths of some 65 Freethinkers, wherein it is 
shown that the" idle tales of dying horrors," so far as they relate 
to unbelievers, are pure fabrications. Price 50 cents. 

"CHRISTIANITY: Its Origin, Nature, and Influence," is dis
cussed by Mr. Charles Watts, editor of the Toronto Secular 
Thought, in a pamphlet of 31 large pages, price I 5 cents. Mr. 
Watts is doing good work in Canada, especially by his pamphlets, 
which are always sound and argumentative and calculated to 
convince whoever reads them. 

A MOST valuable little book is Andrew Jacobson's "Bible In
quirer; or, A Key to Bible Investigation." It contains one 
hundred and fifty propositions from the Bible, all of which are 
contradicted by other propositions, and. gives many thoughtful 
commentaries on the scriptllres. Price 25 cents. Address 
A. Jacobson, 120Q No. 18th st., Omaha, Neb. 

SCIEN'CE, "a weekly newspaper of all the arts and sciences~" 
published by N. D. C. Hodges, 47 Lafayette Place, New York, 
begins the new year with twenty pages instead of sixteen, its 
former number~ This paper is gradually working itself into pop
ular favor. Professor Boaz, the map-maker, keeps abreast of 
modern discovery, and appears to know more about geography 
than anyone e~se. The contributed articles are from the highest 
scientific authorities, as are also the editorials; and the detail 
work in the form of book reviews, electrical notes, and para
graphs, done by our old friend Henry J. Thomas~the kind of 
work that counts on the subscription list-all this makes Science 
the best paper of its class. Subscription price, $3.50 per year. 

HISTORY OF- THE WEEK. 

There was a lecture at Irving Hall, this city, last Sunday even
ing, by S. P. Putnam. The hall holds 800 or I,COO people ann 
it was full. l\1r. Putnam also lectured before the Turnverein on 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 9. A great crowd and tremendous 
enthusiasm were in attendance. On Saturday evening lVlr. Put
nam addressed an intelligent audienc.: at Ocean View, and, on 
Sunday afternoon he discoursed in Odd Fellow's Hall, Oakland, 
to a full house.--Charles Dudley Warner, one of the editors of 
Harper's Magazine, will winter at Pomona.--The $800,000 
appropriation for a post-office site in San Francisco has been 
agreed to.--A man who was injured in the elevator accident 
in the Brancroft building has sued the company for $102,500. 

The plea of Washington; New Mexico, Montana: and Dakota 
for admission as states is favorably met by both parties in Con
gress.--There is a report that Plymouth church in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., is in a bad way financially, but Dr. Abbott, the present 
pastor, denies it.--The wife of Jay Gould, the millionaire, died 
last Sunday in· New York.--Powderly asserts that the men who 
are organizing an opposition to the Knights of Labor offered to 
sell out to him for $Ioo.--Many live3 were destroyed by cyclones 
in Reading and Pittsburgh, Pa., last week. Many buildings col
lapsed and afterward burnt.--There does not appear to be 
any American ships of any consequence engaged in the world's 
carrying trade. S:atistics of the grain trade during the past year, 
which William E. Ferguson, the statistician and grain shipper of 
the Produce Exchange, hqs collected and tatmlated show that of 
754 vessels which carried grain from New York during 1888 to 
feed hungry Europe there were only three which bore the stars 
and stripes and they were the old steamers Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and Illinois, owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. 
The three American ships carried in five cargoes. Two of them 
made two trips with a total of 167>315 bushels of grain, during 
the year. British ships carried during the same time 15,974;492 
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bushels, and against five American cargoes there were 471 British. 
--The Mormons will hold a world's convention at St. Joseph, 
Mo., in April.--Investigation of the New York appraiser's 
office discloses that many milliol1s have been stolen by officials. 
--Railroad men report that the Interstate Commerce act has 
worked beneficially during I888.--The Illinois State Federa
tion of Labor met on the 9th and app~inted a committee to call 
upon Governor Fifer and ask him to pardon the three Anarchists 
now in the state penitentiary.--A National German-American 
Prohibition League was organized in Chicago last week. Its 
object is to create a sentiment among German-Americans in 
favor of total abstinence and legal prohibition.-.-James G. 
Blaine, Jr., has begun an apprenticeship to learn the machin
ist's trade in the railroad shops at Waterville, Me.--Judge 
Tully, of Chicago, has decided, very justly, it appears to us, 
that the police of that city have no right to interfere with peace
able assemblages, whether of people calling themselves Social
istsor Anarchists, or others. If the police had understood this, 
a::. they should. have understood it, previous to May 4, 1886, 
the Haymarket tragedy would never have occurred.--Presi
dent Cleveland has transmitted to Congress an important message 
on the relations of this- country with Germany as regards the 
usurpation of power by Germany in the Samoan Islands. .The 
warship Trenton is off for the scene of action.--It is now un
derstood that George Chainey-the Orthodox, the Unitarian, the 
Freethinker, the Spiritualist, the Theosophist, and the Gnostic, in 
turn-has joined the Christian Scientists in New York. Mr. 
Chainey appears to be a so~t of Wandering J ew ~n the world of 
religious thought. 

AMONG THE WORKERS. 

.W. F. JA~IESON has just closed his engagements in Nebraska, 
and is announced for a week's lectures in Shenandoah, Iowa. 
He has given lecttir:es in Lowell, Newbold's, Newark, Bloodgood's, 
and Wilber; with the best attendance at Wilber, where the clergy 
were thrown into a panic-one of them making a ferocious as-:, 
sault on "Tom Paine" and Infidelity-but none of them with 
courage, enough to meet the "Infidel" in joint debate. Mr. 
Jamieson can be addressed -at Sheilatidoah,-Iowa. 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL (widow of the late Judge Arnold 
Kre~el), orKansas City, Mo., is prepared to lecture on the fol
lowing subjects: 

I. Evolution oCThought and Progress of Ideas. 
2. Religion vs. Theology. 
3. The Unity of Ideas. . 


· 4. The Brotherhood of Prophets. 

- 5. Religion and Church of the Future. 

'6. 	Natural Morality Superior to Theological Restraint as a Safe

guard to Society. 
7. The Decay of Protestantism.-The Cause. 

8~ The Ethical Movement.-Culture. 

9. Mental Enfranchisement. 


· 10. Cause and Cure of Crime. 

II. Woman's Equality before the Law; 
12. Women as a Social Political Factor: 
13. Marriage.-The Home. 
14. The Divinity of Motherhood and Fatherhood. 

IS. The Rights of Children. 

16. The Relationship of Poverty and Crime. 
17. Am I my Brother's Keeper? 


· 18. Religious Amendments to the Constitution. 

19. Thomas Paine as a Patriot and Reformer. 
20. Thomas Paine, one of the World's Saviors. 
21. The Modern Inquisition. 

Address, for terms, etc., L. B. Leach (business r.nanager), 
Wamego, Kari. 

PREMIUMS. 

Attention is called to the premiums for new subscribers to FREE
THOUGHT oflered on another page. A go~d many of Ollr friends have 
worked for the paper and done their best, and have refused all offers of 
reward in the form of a commission. The premium list of books is entic
i~g; we would like to see a thousand readers take advantage of iL 

SEND to this office for blank petitions against the proposed 
na~ional Sabbath law. 

NEW ~ORK LETTER. 

Hewitt is out. Grant is in. Has New York lost or gained 
by the change? This question, later on, will be an interesting 
one. We are apt to think the ex-mayor's political career is 
,closed. There is a possible career before Mayor Grant, althouO"h 
we doubt it, with his surroundings. The "Bald Eagle of We~t
chester" got left in his contest for speaker of the Assembly. 
Cole served last year acceptably to his party, and has been re
elected this. We hear of no measure likely to be introduced at 
Albany this winter, of any stirring imp~rtance, except the Saxton 
bill of last year. This was passed at the last session and vetoed 
by Governor Hill. There is a general demand that some safe
guard be thrown around the ballot box. This is not confined to 
either party, but whether such a measure can be madenon-p3.r
tisan is questionable. The usual idiotic bills to. suppress intem
perance will doubtless be 'introduced. This is to ,be expected. 
Just at the moment politics in this state are as mild as a June 
morning. Business at the exchanges opens dull with the new 
year, and prices have receded a little. The feeling is hopeful. 
The ,Western railroads have not settled their differences, although 
they are in process of being adjusted. Money is flowing back 
into Wall street. The enormous sum received in dividends, 
etc., has got to be reinvested. Where will it go, into stocks, 
bonds, real estate, or manufacturing? This was some $80,000,
ooo-a nice new year's present. There is not much poverty 
here, is there? Trade with our merchants is dull, as usual, at 
this time of the year. The unprecedented warm winter has been 
serious to our retail shops. Your boasted California winters 
bear no co~pari?on to the last month. I know whereof I speak, 
for I have lIved m your state. I know your climate from Marys
ville to San Bernardino. Of course we shall pay for these balmy 
days-cyclones and a late spring. The coming year promises 
to be one of activity with the legal fraternity. Governor Hill has 
assigned Judge Daniels to hold a special orer and terminer in 
t~i~ county.. Johnny Fellows can no longer shirk t~e responsi
bIhty of trymg the boodle aldermen. The Governor will in a 
few days nawe seven of the judges of the Supreme Court to hold 
an annex Court of Appeals.· This court is some three years be
hind in its work. These two courts ought to clean the docket 
within the next two years. Our best lawyers have a year of hard 
work. before them. In this town, lawvers,' like clothes are fash
ionable fqr a season, and then cast aside. It was ;nlya few 
years ago that William Fullerton, Robert Sewell, John D. Town
send, John Graham, David Dudley Field, figured in every large 
case, but to-day no one hears tlteir names in connection with 
law. Field kep~ Gould and Fisk out of Sing Sing. John Gra
ham has saved many a poor devil from the hangman's halter. 
Fullerton was unable to trip up Bessie Turner on the Beecher 
trial. A new set have come to the front, no more learned in the 
law, no more skilful in- handling a case, no more effective before 
the jury, but the fashion ~f the hour. Choate, Colonel Ingersoll, 
Bourke Cochran, and Ehhu Root have the call. They will play 
their hour on the legal Hage, and then be set aside for other new 
comers. Not one of these can cross-examine a witness as Ful
lerton can, or argue a point with Dudley Field, or influence a 
jury by their eloquence as old John Graham has a hundred 
times. They are simply fashionable-nothing more. It is the 
same wit.h .our doctors. Dr. ~o.rdyce Ba~ker has for years been 
the phYSICIan of our swell famIhes. He IS no more skilful than 
the Flints, father and son, or Gourley, or Crane, or Thomas or 
hundreds of other doctors. He is the pet of the Astors ~nd 
socially one of the most delightful men in New York. I 'have 
ample reason to bless him. He has saved the lives of some of 
mv dearest friends. 
J~dge Andrews has .,r~fused t,o enjoin the "Society for the Pre

ventIOn of Cruelty to ChIldren, ' to return to Mrs. Diss Debar 
her children. The court still holds that she is morally incapa
ble of taking tare of her offspring. I understand that her "Se
rene Highness" has not seen the general since she returned from 
Blackwell's Island, ha~i~g been informed by the spirits that one 
of the Cresars, who reIgned over Rome some nineteen hundred 
years ago, had divorced her from her so-called husband. 

New York, Jan. 6, 1889. 	 EUDORUS. 
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THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, LL.D., PRESIDENT•. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary .............. 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer ............... , .........• Rochelle, Ill. 
'E. B. FOOTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com .. : ... 120 Lexington ave., New York 
MATTIE A. FREEMAN, Chair. Fin. Com., 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago. 

" CALL FOR A STATE LIBERAL ORGANIZATION. 

THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 
I. We demand that churches arid other ecclesiastical property shall be 

no longer exempt from just taxation. ' 
2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state' 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in pri50ns, asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern. 
ment shall be abolished; and espedally that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all n:1igious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease . 
. 6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts aad in all other 

departments of the government shan be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser. 
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con· 
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rignts, and impartial 
liberty. 

9. We demand that not on~y in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several stat~s, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege OI advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; tbat our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. . 

The undersigned chizens of California, realizing that the safety 
of Republican institutions is imperiled, the advance of civilization 
impeded, and the most sacred rights of man infringed by the least 
interference of the ,State in matters of religion, and believing, with 
the Founders of the RepUblic, that" Eternal vigilance is the price 
of Liberty," hereby invite the Freethinkers and Liberals of Cali
fornia ,to meet in Convention at Irving Hall, San Francisco, 
Sunday, January 27, 1889, at 10 o'clock A. l'rI., for the purpose of 
forming an Auxiliary Association of the American Secular Union, 
to help secure throughout the country practical compliance with 
the above Demands of Liberalism: 

[The following 126 names have been received in addition to the 650 
previously published.] , 

Ranr'ord Worthing, 
J M Hartley, 

John E High, 
A Moore, 

E Lorrenstein, 
J D Moust:r, 

L \V Stevens, WE Rowe, GEBennett, 
W EHigh, A S Smith, L W Young, 
Jas H Guion, John C Westcott. Louis Strand, 
H M Johnson, T G U Fiske. Robt Bailey, 
N S Lockwood, N E Worthing, Wm M Averell, 
Henry George,
J C Holland, 

W L Watkins, 
A M Thornburgh, 

J P Ryan, 
Isaac D Snedecor, 

E W Hulburd, E L Morse, A Crant', 
T E Fultz, C S Palmeter, Z Hayden, 
A D Campbell, Mary A White, D L Newcomb, 
R W Pontius, John Miller, AMHuie, 
Fred E Lewis, R HAllen, 1\1 B H Tobey, 
S B Marks, , C W Garland, Geo C Ettershank, 
WmH King, B F Grust, H M LandIS, 
,\;V M Blaine, 
C C Zinn, 
W Hatch, 

Chas Schletweg, 
J L Stern l

J Pril:e, 

Malcolm Matheson, 
Sam Levi, 
R Blum, 

B M Gildea, W B Corliss, L B Lewis, 
Thos McAulltle, 
K A Gregory, 
A Clark, 
Thos H Bush, 

W A Davis, 
I M Kimball, 
Amos Buckman, 
R E Warner, 

Thos Boden,
J N Heiller,
J F Liston, 
Mrs E J McLam, 

Lewis Post, 
Fernando Kies, 

A T Large, Jr., 
J W Brenning, 

Mrs M S Chapman, 
Lorenzo A Chapman, 

Luke D Bechtel, 
eM Wood, 
H.W Gould, 

,B D Day, 
Valentine Fink, 
F,rank F Wright, 

Mrs L P Langley, 
Capt Sam'l Burtis, 
Percy W Good win, 

Albert A Wentworth, Chas Otter P Warkentin, 
George M Bidwell, Chas Doerr, F Max Lorenz, 
Albert B Johnson, E Schnabel, Albert Weinert, 
Jas Bidwell, 
WE Rowe, 

F A Baumgartner, 
A Geoffray, 

August Lorenz, 
Bruno Moje, -

N S Lockwood, Jacob Polak, S Bildhauer, 
R S Smith,' B Lenz, Max Koch, 
James P Jones, L R Titus, W 0 Davis, 
John F Schwartz, R 0 Mayer, Frank McCormick, 
Chas Snider, Lewis Rothermel, John Driscoll, 
ED French, 
A L Doolittle, 
J Vostrovsky, 

Sam'l A Bishop, 
M Wiener, 
E A Clark, M. D., 

Phillip Miller, 
L B Dalliff, -' 
R B Maxfield. 

"ROBERT ELSMERE." 

[Abstract of a lecture delivered in Oakland, Sunday, January, 13; by 
SJ.muel P. Putnam] 

This is a representative book. It is a photograph of English 
literary and religious life: It is not profoundly original. It can 
lay no claim to genius. ,It has learning, tact, skill, fine descrip
tion of character, keen dissection of motive. Its graces of Ian:.. 
guage are abundant. It abounds with the "sweetness and light" 
of Matthew Arnold. It, is permeated with his philosophy. 
However, it tou~hes no depths, and reaches no grand heigh's of 
human experience. In many respects it is superficial and unfair: 
It has a narrowness of outlook. It is pre-eminently of the 
"broad church," and not of universal humanity. It is pervaded 
with the ecclesiastical spirit, but 'that spirit stripped of its igno~ 
ranee and barbarity. It is a novel written with a purpose, and 
such a novel cannot be supremely excellent. Genius writes,to 
please itself, not to convert the world. Genius sees all sides, and 
is absolutely impartial. It has no favorite dogm.as, no favorite 
personages. It simply' reports. It puts no emphasis and indi
cates no preference. "Robert Elsmere" is a partial book., .It has 
a dogma at the root of it. It is written in the interest of faith. 
It stands for a particular belief. Still it is an immensely helpful 
book. To thousands of minds it is a brilliant and beautiful gos
pel. It is indeed a wonderful story of human thought. It 
conveys a vast amount of information. It is deeply interesting 
from beginning to end. It is a book to be read by everyone 
who desires to be conversant with the spirit of the age. 

It is an anti-orthodox book. It wields the polished sword of 
Saladin. It deftly cuts to the very heart of the ancient faith, and 
inflicts a wound from which it will not recover. It deals with 
the church, not from the standpoint of science, but of literature 
and history. The hero is not swayed at all by the spirit of 
science. He does not study nature, but simply man. He does 
not reject Christianity because of _the unscientific nature of its 
dogmas, but because of the lack of testimony, because it has 
really no valid history. This method of attack will influence a 
greater number than the purely scientific attack. Science is not 
yet thoroughly p,opular. Very few are deeply trained in its prin
ciples. ' Very few understand what science really is. The general 
results of science are accepted by the world, but the process by 
which these results are reached is hardly known. Robert 
'Elsmere is not a man of science, but a literary critic. It is the 
new philosophy of history that compels him to abandon Chris
tianity. Admitting that Christianity is a possible religion, and it 
is a possible religion to the Theist, the question over which Robert 
Elsmere struggles is this, What evidence is there there that this 
possibility is a fact? His historic acumen declares that there is 
no evidence at all. Hence he must renounce Christianity, not 
because its doctrines in themselves are absurd, but because they 
have no basis of fact. They are not parts of history, but simply 
myths. This method of attack from the point of history is abso
lutely necessary to the destruction of Christianity. When intel
ligent minds realize that the "gospels" are not history, that the 
witnesses are untrustworthy, that in fact there are no witnesses, 
but only hearsay, Christianity as a: special religion must be 
surrendered, and only the elements of a universal religion will 
survive. In this regard" Robert Elsmere" is a potent foe of or
thodoxy, and in the lines of Theism will do a most @ffectual 
service for mental progress.' ' 

"Robert Elsmere" is a radical Unitarian book. It retains simply 
the humanity of Jesus. It affirms his real existence and tran
scendent excellence. This is the dogma of Unitarianism and 
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the dogma of Robert Elsmere, and this dogma is a limitation. 
The idea is a beautiful and consoling one, and a multitude of 
minds cannot go beyond it. They can surrender the super
natural divinity of Jesus, but not his real existence. They like 
to believe that this gentle martyr once lived, the ideal man of the 
race. . But there is no more evidence of a "historic" Jesus than 
of a "divine" Jesus. To believe in the real existence of Jesus is 
as much a matter of faith as to believe in his divinity. This is 
the l~t fond superstition of Christianity. There is no valid testi
monv that Jesus ever lived in this world. Not only his miracles, 
but· his very existence, are mythical, and if we accept the records 
they do not by any means demonstrate the perfection of Jesus. 
Many harsh and cruel sayings ar ..e attributed him, and his teach
ings are not always in harmony with the highest wisdom. The 
H New·Brotherhood of Christ" according to Elsmere cannot be a 
unive~sal and permanent fraternity: It is founded upon a senti-
m~nt, not reality. It represents a dogma, not simple humanity. 

"Robert Elsmere" is a theistic book. It protests as ardently 
against. Atheism as against orthodoxy. Its Theism is of a very 
imp:tlpable sort. It does not affirm a personal God, but 

"One far off-divine ·event 
To which the whole creation moves;" 

amI it is this" event" that gives Robert Elsmere hope in his 
s~renuous toil. He depends upon something above and beyond 
humanity. Jesus is to him the expression of this hidden divinity 
of m.ture. Elsmere is an optimist, and believes that God, or 
goodne~s, is the beginning and end of all things, that goodness is 
absolute~ . while evil is relative, and in the long run the ally of 
goodness; 

This is a beautiful belief, but is after all a dogma, a senti
mental creed.. It is merely assumption, and is not in accordance 
wilh facts. To our experience goodness and evil are both rela
th'e, and one se(}ffiS to be as strong as the other. Now one 
triumphs and then the other, and there is no more assurance of 
the ultimate triumph of the good than the ultimate triumph of 
the evil. Poetically we can picture the glorious triumph of the 
good,:hul'scientifically this cannot be maintained. There is no 
knowledge or intuition in t~e-matter. We simply do not know, 
we can only hope. . 

But all hope and all victory must spring entirely from our 
humanjtYI Man is his own providence. He must subdl}e 
nature. . He cannot trust it. Civilization is the result of eternal 
com bat with nature's force. Nature will not save man. There 
is no:.God in nature. As Ingersoll says, the very logic that de
thrones the-God of the Bible on account of the cruelties ascribed 
to him, also dethrones the" God of Nature," for. the "God of 
Natur,e" is as cruel as the' "God of the .Bible." If we· say that 
infinite goodness cannot command destruction of men, women, 
nnl children, even so we must say that infinite goodness cannot 
do these things which nature is constantly doi.ng. Nature is 
infinitely destructive. Everywhere there is a field of 'battle. 
1\Lm must save himself. There is no God on the throne of a 
universe in which such horrors occur from day to day. It is as 
logically consistent to believe in the God of the Bible as to be
lieve in the God of nature. This is the gist of Butler's famous 
ar<Jument. The only answer to Butler's Theology is Atheism, 
and this will be the answer of man in his highest intellectual 
career. Science is absolutely non-theistic. The author of" Rob
ert Elsmere" does not appro~e of Atheism, or Secularism, and her 
treatment of these is superficial. She seems to think that Athe
ism 'is· a deformity or a weakness. I regard Atheism as tre 
granqestaltitude of the human mind. It accepts the situation 
frankly. It is not negation. It is an advance in human thought 
and power. It is self-reliance. It is progress. "The Squire" 
in "Robert Elsmere" is not by any means a representative of Athe
ism.... ,He is depicted as all head and no heart, a kind of intellectual 
monstrosity. But Atheism does not dim the hope of TQan or 
make less warm his affection. The skies are as beautiful, the 
earth as lovely to the Atheist as to the Theist. He recognizes 
what~ve, there is of delight and magnificence. He recognizes the 
nobility of love, the lustre of heroism, the joy of endeavor.· The 
Atheist does not lose heart because he disbeliev~s in God. He 
is 'not- necessarily a cynic. The glory of humamty does not de-

originated from the virtue of a god. S~cularism is essentiallv 
humanitaria~. It cultivates hopefulness, sympathy, fraternity. 
It stands for energy, foresight, and all the noblest possibilities of 
the race. It discards no fact, no truth. It accepts all science, 
all human faculty, all intellectual power. Theism is a faint,· 
vague hope. It has no evidence any more than Christianity. 
It does no good. It creates feebleness rather than strength. It 
gives a false reliance. Whenever God has been depended upon 
for any result there has been an absolute failure. Amidst the 
play of cause and effect the deity has been an eternal shadow. 
Not one event in the history of the world can be traced to a 
divine mind. 

As Ingersoll says, "Robert Elsm ere" is a conservative book. It 
does not go to the root of the matter. It glances by the greatest 
of problems. It does not plunge into the great sea. It discovers 

-no new world. 
It speaks of anew religion. No new religion can be made at 

this day. Religion is not the offspring of civilization. Civiliza
tion needs no religion. It simply tolerates religion. Disraeli in 
one of his novels declares that all men of sense have the S:lme 
religion. What religion? inquires one. " Men of sense never 
tell," is the philosophic reply. The secret is, men of sense have 
no religion, They want no religion. Charles Sumner said that 

he never had a particle of religious feeling. Sumner is a repre

sentative man. The reformer, the worker, the genuine enthusi

ast, the poet, the artist, need no religion. Religion has no 

meaning in the ever advancing world of science. Religion orig

inates in the shadow of barbarism, not in the light of knowledge. 

It is good and bad, as any passion is good and bad, but it is 

essentially passion. When it comes, it comes spontaneously. 

To create a new religion by conscious human effort is imp03sible_ 

It is the dream of the child, but th(!man cannot reproduce the 

dream. He can simply remember it. As' well affirm that the 

race must have a new childhood as to affirmthat it must have a 


. new. religion. As Santa Claus disappears with childhood, so' 

every religion on the face of the earth must disapear as mankind 

approaches maturity. ' 

J What is Mrs. Ward's re~edy for the ills of life, for p~verty, 
for wrong? Simply out-door relief, as' Ingersoll says; simply 
charity. After reading this magnificent book we close it with a 
sigh, and wonder that it comes to this lame and impotent Con
clusion. It accepts society as it is. It accepts the riches of the 
rich and the poverty of the poor. It proposes no change. The 
rich shall be kind-hearted and patronizing. The poor shall be 
thankful that the rich are so charitable. This is the new gospel 
of Elsmere. It is the old church remedy. It is charity, it is 
not justice. It is not science. It is not liberty. Immense 
wealth and miserable poverty are to contine. Aristocracv is to 
continue. Ranks are to continue; splendid mansions are to con
tinue, and the crowded tenement houses. The rich are to aid 
the poor-gracious ladies are to visit the poor, noble aristocrats 
are to give gifts to the poor. This is the millennium. It is the 
same old regime. It is the same old ideal. It is chivalry-but 
it is not democracy. Feudalism remains. The iron system 
keeps right on. It is only placed in charge of a few good-natured 
millionaires, who are to try to run it, if possible, for· the benefit 
of the masses. The masses are to be quietly grateful, but under
lings still. "Robert Ellsmere" strikes at orthodox relio-ion but 
not at the orthodox system of social relations. It does °not: like 
"Looking Backward," and "Rational Communism," grapple with 
the mightiest problems of life, and point out some adjustment 
by which there shall be neither riches nor poverty, but happiness 
for all. The book is not a picture but a photograph. It gives 
no new perspective. It is a faithful reproduction of actual life 
to-day in cultivated English circles. It shows the mental strug
gles that are constantly going on. . 

It sho~vs how dead orthodoxy is to the intelligent ~ind, that it 
has no VItal hold upon the world at large. Catherine, with aU 
her noble qualities, is a pitiably ignorant woman. She scarcely 
reads or thinks. She is much like a machine in her intellectual 
~ovement. . Her h~art is broad and generous, .but her brain is 
lIke the b~am of a chIld: This is. orthodoxy to-day. Only the 
narrow-mmd;d can belIeve in its· dogmas. The heart of the 

penct:uponthe glory of divinity.. Not one .virtue of.m,an ever :- orthodox belIever may be sympathetic.· There may be charity 
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and good works because of a noble temperament, but the brain 
is paralyzed. It wants no living thought. It dreads inquiry. 
It dreads discussion. It clings to the past. It turns from the 
future. It denounces liberty. It abhors progress. 

Orthodoxy desires to rule. It bro::>ks no opposition. It has 
no regard for the rights of a Freethinker. It would chain· sci
ence and education to its car. 

The spirit of to-day,' the spirit of literature, of science, is 
opposed to orthodoxy. These are now its potent enemies; art 
~nd genius are no longer with it. The living books of to-day are 
not orthodox. Orthodoxy finds no response in the popular 
heart. Who, to-day, of cultivated men and women in the chnrch, 
or out of it, believes in total depravity, eternal hell-fire, vicarious 
atonement? Even orthodox clergy~en are c9mpelled to preach 
the simple humanity of Christ, and rely upon thatsimple human
ity for the success of their labors. They let dogmas alone. They 
won't do for tbis era of science and humanity. Within the church 
itself Robert Elsmere will have avast and beneficial influence. 
The pulpit may thunder against it, but the pews will welcome it. 
It comes as Christ came-not to the priests but to the multitude. 
The priests will crucify it, but the common people will accept it 
gladly. It is a breath of fresh air, of nature and humanity, 
amid the cold shadows of the church. If it had been a better 
book-a deeper book-even its. splendid literary excellence 
might not have made it so popular as it is. It gives the bright 
sunset colors of Christianity. It retains all the good that is in 
the venerable religion, while orthodoxy 

"\Vounded, w'rithes with pain 
And dies among its worshipers." 

It is a boo!{ for·all to read. The radical Liberal will find its 
pages full of interest. Usatisfactory in its results, the processes 
which it unfolds of mental evolution are intensely dramatic. It 
it a fascinating book. It is an honest book. It is a book that 
gives information. It helps to spread the gospel of "sweetness 
and light."', Thousands will find in its brilliant plges a !=timulus 
to advanced thought, to broader outlook and gentler belief. 

A CHESTNUT PROM JERUSALEM. 

Profane history is full of lies, but the champion liar is the fab
ricator of sacred history. For at least ten years past there has 
appeared in various newspapers a translation of a pretended doc
'ument said to have been found engraved in Hebrew on a brass
plate, in the ruins of an ancient city, in Italy, now called Aquila. 

The New York Sun of Nov. 8 reprints the document from the 
London Tablet, with a certificate of its undoubted authoritv, both 
editors apparently unaware that it is a stale and blasted chestnut. 
It purports to be the death sentence of Jesus Christ, pronounced, 
by Pontius Pilate, and dated "in the seventeenth year of the reign 
of the Emperor Tiberius, on the 25th day of the month of 
l\Iarch." 

Now, March 25, in the seventeenth year of Tiberius, was Sun
day, A. D. 3 I. Another printed copy says lVIarch 24, which was 
the Jewish Sabbath; and another copy says March 27, which was 

•Tuesday. 	 But the four Evangelists tell us that Christ was cruci
fied on Friday (which from time immemorial was hangman'sday), 
and three of them fix it on the great P.assover day, while the' 
fourth says it was the day before. And the fourth gospel is 
right as to its not being on the PaSlsover, because the Jews never 
allowed any trial or execution on that holy day. ~nd for some 
reason they never celebrated the Passover on Friday. 

None of the sacred writers tells us on what year the crucifixion 
took place, but astronomical science assures us that between A. D. 

28 and 35 inclusive, the only year in which the Passover could 
have fallen on Friday was A. D. 30. 

And in regard to the day of the month we know that the Pas
sover never occurred earlier than March 26. 

Another 'thing to be noted in regard to this pretended discov
ery is the ~iscrepancies of date in the printed copies. The Sun 
has it in 1280; another copy Eays 1810, another 1820, and still 
another ] 200. 

Aquila is 5iuated 58 miles northeast of Rome. It was built on 
the ruins of an ancient city by the Emperor Frederick II., who 
reigned 'from 1215 ito 1250. If the qis~ov~ry was made in 1280 

it was thirty years after his death. If it was in 1200 it was fifteen 
years before he was crowned, and when he was only six years 
old. Frederick led a crusade to Jerusalem in 1228. The brass 
plate is said to have been preserved in the sacristy of the Carthu
sians, inclosed in a box of ebony, where it was found by the 
commissioners of arts in the French army that invaded Italy in' 

,1859. If such a p:ate really exists it is as con.emptible a fraud 
as the golden plates that Jo:;eph Smith pretended to find in 1827, , 
and whether it was the work of a Carthusian monk or a French 
savant is quite immaterial; it is a Christian forgery all the same, 
like all the pretende.l historical records relating to the death of 
the late Lord Jesus Christ, in the reign of Tiberius. 

HISTORICUS. 

MY "MURCHISON" LETTER. 

Perhaps the readers of FREETHOUGHT who have been so stirred 
up over that biblical quotation in Nov. 13th issue-" But if any, 
man thinketh he behaveth unseemly toward his virgin daughter, 
jf she be past the flO\....er of her age, and need so requireth, let him' 
do what he will; he sinneth no~; let them marry"-feel they are 
entiled to some sort of an apology from me for not mentioning 
that it was taken from the revised pages; all the same I am not 
going to apologize at all. I incline to think the stirring up has 
benefited them, inasmuch as they may in the future be more 
careful to peep into the recesses of such several woods as are be~ 
fore them before jumping to the conclusion that neither one COl1~ 
t\ins the" b'ar telled on." 

The fact is, I thought it unnecessary to notify a reader of FREE~ 
THOUGHT that my quotation came from the revised New Testa
m ent. I believed such wide-awake students would know such a . 
plain stltement could not come fro.n among the ambiguous texts 
of the O:d B.)ok; and rath:::r hoping to set theology agog and 
gi ,'e it a ciun..:e to Jenv, I claimed to quote from (( the Rihle." 
I Jil quote from "the Bible," did I not? If the Old and New 
T~saments conjoined form a "Bible," then I had full authority to 
say, "The Bible says thus." 

I have no doubt Prof. W. F. Jamieson wrote a very telling .. 
letter (as he always does), and it is a pity to have its basis cut 
away so entirely no eyes save those of FREETHOUGHT'S editors had 
the pleasure of observing the structure thereof previous to its top
pling over. I for one sincerely regret its loss-especially the 
Jesuit part of it. He might work that up by itself, methinks, 
and serve on a fresh plate. I do not quite agree" jth him in 
thinking the last estate of the Bible worse than the first. I like 
a sentence to express just what it means, with no cha~ce for con
jectural disputations, and the new version has tried to clear away 
the cobweb ambiguity existing throughout the.old. There is 
no 'doubt that the moo~ed verse in I Corinthians means just 
the same in the old version a3 in the new, but it requires the two 
succeeding verses to undo its vagueness, as witness: I Cor., cLa;). 
vii, yerse 36: "But if any man thinketh that he behaveth him
self uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age 
and need so requireth, let him do what he will, he sinneth no',; 
let them marry." Verse 37: "Nevertheless, he that standeth 
steadfast in his heart, having nc> necessity, but hath power over 
his o.\'n will, and hath so de.;r~ed in hi:; heart that he will keep 
his virgin, he doeth well." 

Verse 38: "So, then, he that giveth :her in marriage doeth well: 
but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better." If Paul had 
meant several masculine connections of the virgin instead of one, 
the pronoun "he" would have been handled to give the texts the 
proper distinction; but he does not mean now a lover, now a 
father, and now a husband,any more than by the "she"-femi
nine personal-he means "wife" in lieu of "virgin." No; the 
mascu:ine pronoun "he" signifies one male individuat \Vhat 
sort of a male individual? Lo! "He tha:t giveth her in marriage 
doeth well.~" Who but a virgin's natural guardian, her father, giv
eth her in marriage? It is needless to suppose his substitute 
might on occasion fill the bilI, for Paul is not talking of substi
tutes, he does not even hint at one; he talks of a "man" who 
"thinketh he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin" who 
has passed the flower of her age, about whose "need" his mind 
is exercised. Or, baser still, is it the "man's need" the honora-, 
ble Paul is so solicitous a.bout? Verily~ it must be, if the text 
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means anything, and the feelings of the-lady:are, as is :usnal- in 
yeHchivalrous" Bible, of no ,account~. She, is past Yth~flower. of 
her .age," is an old maid who has done~nothing to lift the ·"curse" 
off her race; so not being "steadfast in his. heart" . to;consecrate 
her to God and to "holy deeds," and havingnq "power· over his 
own will," he, the father, the naturaLowner'of this. over~mature 
'Virgin~may "do what he will," he may marry her-pis own 
daughter . 
. ' So the old version, obscurely disdosing all this, is, to ,iny mind, 
worse than this new version that comes forthwith the law plainly 
wo~ded. "If any man thinketh he behavethunseemly- toward 
his virgin daughter, if she be past the flower. of her age, and need 
so requireth, let him do what he will, he sinneth not; let them 
marry." The plain text, whose meaning cannot be falsified for 
the entrapping of honest minds, is the Liberal's best ally. All 
hail to the plainly worded new version ! andl wish the "com
mittee" would get out yet another version on the same principle, 
for the honester the translations the sooner good people will have 
their eyes opened. . , 

Evidently Paul was too anxious to establish his church to med
dle with men's vices; He dared give some good advice though, 
such as, "He that giveth her in marriage doeth well," and" he 
that hath power over his own will". and "giveth her not in mar-:
riage doeth better," 'or "the unmarried woman careth for the· 
things of the Lord that she may be holy both in body and spirit." 
That last, we understand, is the "doeth better'" part of the busi
ness; yet if the father concludes his "need" is more pressing thari 
the Lard'E, "let him do what he. will; -he sinneth not:" he 
"doeth well" to marry her. So the difference between "doing 
well" and "doing better" is before us as clearly defined as Paul 
could put it. Do as you please and you "do well;" do for the 
Lord's glory and you "do better." Hell-fire is for heretics. 
Paul was politic or nothing.- He made" holiness" easy byadapt
ing -his creed to the inclinations of those whom he hoped _to 
manipulate into paying church-members. Is not that so? 
\Vhat other conclusion can one accept after f(~ading chapters like 
unto the vii of I Corinthians? - . 

Like G. E. M., I am heartily proud of the candid fight which 
Liberals accord the Bible. However great an enemy it may be, 
and has been to humanity, it should be met in open field without 
the prejudice of one untruth; it contains so much of degenerating 
cant, folly, vice, worldliness, that misrepresentation would appear 
like becrazed superfluity. For my part, I want to see every line 
of it pulled to pieces, the truths sifted out, and crammed down 
the universal throat, fact after fact, until all the old superstitious 
pabulum that has so l~ng kept human brains and human blood 
afroth with dyspepsia-like morbid taint is thoroughly. purged 
from the system. M. E. C. FARWELL. 

Vineland, N. J., Dec. I I, I888. 

POVERTY AND HENRY GEORGE. 

Allow me the use of FREETHOUGHT'S. columns in giving an 
opinion for which I have been asked. . 

We all know that poverty, here and abroad, is largely due to 
causes which society ought to remove, like saloons, lack of prac
tical education, legal support of monopolies, and belief that poor 
people ought to be content with the lot to which God has called 
them. But there are many who are poor because they are idle, 
intemperate, and extravagant; and to tell them, as is 50metimes 
done in Anti-poverty meetings, that society is to blame for their 
sufferings, is to do both them and society harm. And it is also 
to be remembered that we differ very widely in natural fitness of 
mind and body for making money. For present purposes I will 
make four classes. though the distance between members of the 
same class may be greater than that between this class and the 
next. Class first will contain those people who would have be
come rich even if they had started poor; class second, tpose who 
can support their families in comfort on their: earnings alone,but 
not become wealthy; class third, those who must endure many 
hardships and privations in order to support· their families on 
their earnings; class fourth; those who cannot do even this. 
The members of class first and class second ,make more 'money 
than their neighbors because their services' are w(j~h 'tnoreto ~he 

• 't •. ...... .... ..... • .... 

race. Who. ,Would dare to ride on a railroad where nobodv is em
ployed who has ever before earned a dollar a day? Society is 
like a steamer· where the captain, pilot, engineer, and other offi
cers are paid more than deck-hands, because if these latter were 
to get alL .the best places, the vessel would never get into port. 
It is no:more certain that two and two make four than that 
nearly one-half of every community will always be below the 
average in strength, skill, common sense, acuteness, energy, and 
every other gift which has a market value. Raise the average as 
high as .you can, you will always find some below it. Those of 
.us who have less than the average capacity for making money: 
and no other means of support, are necessarily poor, and our 
poverty is not going to be agitated out of existence. There is no 
more possibility of making all men equally comfortable than. 
equally tall. My -n'eighbor makes money faster than I can, be
cause his talents are more useful to our race. To compel him 
to support me as comfortably as himself, would be to rob him of 
his just reward; and to prevent him from earning more than I do, 
would make him a cripple and a slave. 

Poverty will never vanish entirely, but it will continue to di
minish, as it has done for centuries. Poor people in the United 
States are taxed much too heavily on their food, clothes, tools, 
and dwellings. Both. parties have proposed plans for altering 
our tariff, and I· should be glad to see some change made in the 
direction advocated with great brilliancy and glowing philanthro
phy, in his newspaper, ., The Standard," as well as in his book, 
"Protection or Free Trade," by Henry George. His plan of 
reducing all taxes, both local and national, to one on land, seems 
liable to fatal objections, however. Our national revenue could 
not be raised in that way, for the Constitution declares that direc 
taxes .shall be apportioned according to population, and the 
s~ates which- stand low in average wealth of citizens will not 
allow themselves to be overtaxed. Local taxes can be laid no
where more justly than on. churches, banks, factories, club
houses, hotels, saloons, and costly mansions. The plan of letting 
a man spend millions on such structures, and pay' no higher 
taxes than if he had put up a cheap cottage on the same land, 
does not look: like a new gospel for the poor. Is this to be done 
in order to enable the state to confiscate all the land? Confisca
tion without compensation is robbery. Is this the only way to save 
our free soil from being monopolized by individuals? No mo
nopoly of land could be so oppressive as to hav,e it all held by the 
~tate, for then the government would have despotic power. I 
am against reforms which require the sacrifice of individual 
liberty. FRED. MAY HOLLAND. 

ROBERT THE DEVIL. 

Yesterday was the fust time in a week that the editor of Gabe's 
Horn didn't strike me for a dime when I went into the sanctum 
for copy,- and the reeson was 'cos it was pay day, and he didn't 
have the cheek. But I struck him for seventy cents he owed me, 
lent to him at ten cents at a time. . 

Did he see me ? Not much, the skin-more'n· that, he's a 
Skinner. What did he do but ask me if I couldn't wait a day or 
two, as he had got to use all his fJay, but would have some more' 
in a day or two when he got a divvy on som.e stock, he said. I 
didn't like to, but I said- I could wait. You see, I don't wanter 
git out with him, 'cos [ wanter make my dabue in Gabe's Horn 
some day, and besides, he gives me tickets to moral shows once 
in a while, when he can't sell 'em, and don't kick hard when he 
misses cigars and oringes and things, 'cos he dasn't, rer know. 

When I said I warn't in no hurry for the spondulix, he smiled 
. like a hippertamus when you chuck him a cabbage, and praised 
the peces I'd rit, and hoped I would yet rite in a more subdude 
tone for the delecation-or some such thing-of the readers of 
Gabe's Horn, who would admire my genus, he said, but who 
crave less exhilaratin' pabalum, or something like that, or words 
to them effecks. 

I told him I'd got another literary effert about my clothes, and 
he ast to see it and I showed it to him. He looked at the name 
of it, and said I'd oughter have something available for o~r col
ums in that pece, and h~'d be pleased to examine it, smilin' a 
twenty-inch sm.Be of. gratification and insomny as he put the pece 
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in his desk for fucher reference, he said. Then he gimme 
some copy, and I scooted for the composin' room. As usual, I 
got the pece back at night, with a ritin' on it sayin' "A remarker
ble compersishen, but too florid and agnostick for the columns of 
Gabriel's Horn. The riter will yet be heard from in our col
umns, when comes the millennium. ln the meantime let him 
effervess in the Devil's Tattoo, a paper devoted to worldly affairs." 
This is the pece: 

TIlE CAIN AND ABEL AFFARE. 
When Mr. Adams was bounced outer the Eden ranch, he went 

into the farmin' biz; but where he got his plows, and harrers,.and 
rakes, and sythes and things the Lord only knows, and he doesn't 
tell in his book-forgot it, I s'pose, or thot it warn't of no conse
quence. In the history of the Adams family at that time-I won-' 
der if the garden of Eden was anywhere near Quincy, Massychoo
sits, where lots of Adamses live, and where the two presidents of 
that name come from? In the erly history of the Adamses Cain 
and Abel was born, and in two verses of the history they are 
grown up and farmin' and keepin' sheep, which is makin' mitey 
quick time! 

Cain russled with the soil and rased cabbages, pertaters, and 
rooty bagers, and things, and Abel, kind of dudish, rased lams 
and sheeps, cuttin' wool not bein' so hard work as cuttin' hay. 
In them days the Lord made folks offer burnt sacrifices to him, 
to show they was square up and up for him and didn't vote for 
the devil, and'cos he must a liked the smell of burnt meat. The 
wust of it was, the Lord allus wanted a good fat sheep roasted, 
though as long as he didn't eat it, I don't see why cat and dog 
meat wouldn't a smelt just as well burnin' as sheep meat. But 
the Lord was perticler, and wouldn't haye no cat and dog meat 
in his, but must have ram, lam, sheep and mutton or nuth'n. 

'VeIl, Abel had lots of sheeps, and one day burnt a lam for to 
tickle the nostrils of the Lord, who was well pleased when he 
smelt the burn in' meat, and told Abel he was a daisy, or words to 
that effeck; and Abel wer.t off home with a 'plume in his hat, so 
to speak, feelin' proud, yer know, and puttin' on frills. 

Then Cain, who 'didn't have nuthn' but vegetables to. offer, 
bilt a fire and put on 'taters, turnips, and rooty-bagers and things, 
thinkin' the Lord would like the smell of them and call him a 
brick. But the smell didn't suit the Lord, and he. didn't say, 
"Bully boy, Cain;" and Cain got on his ear, and he and the 
L~rd had SOal e war ds about it, and then he scuttled off to find 
Abel, who was puttin' on more frills than a stud hoss, which 
made Cain madder 'n a hornet! 

Now, I don't blame the Lord for not likin' the smell of burnt 
cabbages and things-I wouldn't like it myself-but when Cain 
offered the best he had in his line of business, and things""he mite 
a sold for spot cash, prob'bly, what did the Lord want to crush 
out his spirit for by showin' he didn't like the smell? Why didn't 
he say, "Cain, my boy, you are doing the best you can, but be
tween me and you and the lamp post, I ain't fond of the stink of 
burnt vegetables. Here, my boy, here's a quarter.. Go buy a 
lam of Abel, and then you can do the handsome. But no, he 
soured on Cain and Cain soured on him, and I don't blame him, 
for it was enuff to break up any young feller, to be set dO\vn on 
whell he tho't he was doing the handsome, as it was. 

Cain hadn't oughter slugged Abel, and knocked him 'cold, 
that's a fact, 'cos men was scarce then, and come high; but he 
was mad as thunder, and madder when he saw Abel puttin' on 
scollops; and there's no knowing how sassy and' insultin' Abe 
mite a been. He mite a called Cain a mudlark, a snoozer, a 
chump, a damphool, a son of a gun, or any of them gems of sass 
that gitsa feller's back up,and ketched one on the jugler in Cain's 
outburst of rage. We don't know, and never shall know, what 
made Cain lose his head, and had oughter let him down easy as' 
we can, 'cos ther's no knowin' when any of us mite strike fatally'
from the shoulder, when mad clear through. 

I all us had a good deal of sympathy for Cain, 'cos I allus tho't 
that sluggin' match was owin: to the way the Lord had treated 
Cain,' who picked out the best cabbages and things he had for the 
offerin', no doubt, and if I had been on a jury to try Cain I'd a 
stuck for a 'quittal, even if the other eleven had been obstinat 
enuff to vote and stick for conviction. Yes, laHus spoke:more 
in sorrer for Cain than in anger, and if any body wants to git up 

a monument for him I'll subscribe ten cents any day, and don't 
care who knows it. 

S'posin' a father-not a heavenly father, butan earthly father
had two sons, and one was a licker dealer, and give the old man 
a barrel of whiskey, and the other was a shoem:tker, and give the 
old 'un a pair of shoes. Ands'posin' the old un should say to 
the fust one,. "Tom, you're a dandy, right after my own heart! 
You've done the handsome-shake!" And should sav to the 
other, "Dick, you1re a chump! You're n. g. Git away to yer 
cobbler's shop and waxed ends, yer no company for me!" 
S'pos'n', eh? What would you think of such a father? Would 
you vote for· hini for city father-alderman? I'll bet yer 
wouldn't! 

But that's the way the heavenly father served Cain, and I have 
allus weeped teers of sorrow for Cain whenever I weeped for 
him at all-honest Injun I I never tho't it was fair, the way the 
Lord went back on Cain's cabbage offerin', being the best heads 
he had. I don't know how much teer water I've weeped for 
Cain, but I'm done weepin' now, bein' struck jes' now with the 
question: "Who knows if this Cain and Abel affare is true?" 
And the anser comes back, "Nobody!" and I said, "That's so," 
and I wiped my weepin' eyes for ever! I shan't come down for 
no monument to Cain! . 

Mr. FItEETHO'T editor, what's 'the' reeson, yer 'spose, \vhy the 
editor of Gabe's Hom wouldn't print this pece? Seems to me 
its a charitable vue of a case that never was p'r'aps; don't you? 

ROBERT THE DEVIL, of Gabe's Horn. 

.Captain Davis's Word and Deed 


To tlu Editors of Frathought: '" 

, I inclose to you herewith a post-office money order for $5 on accouut 

of FREETHOUGHT for 1889. According to your advertiied terms, this en

titles me to four copies, which please send to my address. Respectfully, 


Lunenburg, Mass. ROBT. DAVIS. 


P .S.-Keep the rum and tobacco ad vertisements out of the paper. 


From the Sierras. 

To the Editors 0/ Freethought: 
As I cannot be present at the coming Convention I herewith send you 

a little of the "yellow slave" ($5), dug out of these golden hills, to help 
roll onward the glorious work. Use it in any manner that you may dtem 
best to help on the good cause. Hopeful for Humanity, 

Camptonville, Cal. R. H. BLISS. 

The Coos County Contingent 

To the IJditors (If Freethought: 
Before this year is numbered with the past it behooves us, on its last 

day, to put on our thinking caps to find if there be anything left undone 

. that should have been done. I have concluded to devote part of the 


day to that"purpose, and, among other things, find that FREETHOUGHT 

should be remembered. 

I delayed my own ~ubscription expecting to see other friends. Please 
renew subscriptions as per six names inclosed. They all want FREE
THOUGHT. Find, also, cash for the! same. 

I am pleased to find that our Advent friends are sniffing the" dangers 
ahead,)' and are taking active steps to avert them if possible. \Ve could 
ask no more than they are doing, in their petition to Congress against the 
Blair educational amendl11ent; and what surp!ises me most is that they 
are ahead of us·in this move. It behooves us now to put our shoulders 
to the wheel and help all we can. We are working up a Paine celebration' 
at Myrtle POInt and expect to make a grand success of it. It is some
thing new for this' section, and we expect it will cause some to think and 
others to talk,' and possibly Some will blaspheme at us Infidels; for taking 
so much liberty in a Christian country. Mybest wishes go with you and 
FREETHOUGlIT. . __ Yours fraternally, J. HENRY SCHROED~R. 

Arago, Or. 

A NE\V edition of "God in the State," by E. A. Stevens, secre
tary of the American Secular Union, has just been issued. Price, 
10 cen~s; six copies, sqcents; fifteen copies, $1. 

. RHUBARB' BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, ptomote-digestion, arid regulate the bowels: Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 3:%3 Eddy st., S. F. *. . 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and plice. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 y.ears; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $~; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver cose, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and 1h9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b:!st op::n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap. 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN"WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27: do., hinged; 
glass inside cap, $29: do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XlV. style, $35; in 
speci:!l artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in l':l-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. . 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee JllY goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins.ardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS ANO EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold-and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Srect:\c1es or Eye-glasses. . . . . . . .. $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons .. $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and-. . . . .•• . . . . . . . .. 6,00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz: 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ..................... . ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant S-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 .. . 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one... 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ................. . .50 

6 Rog;:rsBro.i' best triple-plated Knives.. 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ..................... . ·75 
" Forks.. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to .... . 10.00 

Teaspoons. . 1.70 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, JII, 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDR.EADON, ' , , of Edinhurgh, Scot
t; ~ ,l2rrtG:~v~;.~r~ u~~~:'~';i~~~ I;I~1 ::.tn::.~~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 

IU.·r-nt" lio:-i .. ty. 1t 1. 'H~ 'V . at:II'UI "r:-, a .nd "ery In.t.ructlve.'' 
~ Lt the most poilu-at" a.nd compreh~usive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:!hI: ~I~e~~t!:a:~ ~n::lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;dt ru~~, I 

I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of~':Uooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 

Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by WhIch tf:cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors, phYSICians, clergymen, crit-t::H, and literat I 

T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 

eo veryone who .. wauts to know, you kuow," Will find it interebtin 0 


4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and

A NEW·F EA TURE Jrt intr<?duccd, consists of a~r). 

leal ~bn..t •• inftvecolo gua;(antf';t..>dr'.u~~eri~;;'~~ ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ 

wnr phYlliologic!ll book. ar:td rendering it Rltain the mo~t attractive and-quick

selling AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. lfr. 

work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 11(1111 the fir.;t six boQks in two 
hours... Many agents take 50 ot" 100 at. once, nt special rates. BeuMor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... wbite anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(lll.lI. M01tJ.IlJ". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustmtione., the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW Jerk. 
. 
THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 

A Magazme of 24 pp., devuted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D •.• 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and EthiCS"1 Sets fort? the ~erits of ~oral suasi~n as opposed 
Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force 10 settlmg the hquor question. 
'. . J. D.SHAW, Wa.co, Texas. Cloth, 75 ets. " . Address this office 

aud 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

.• Private 
an 

many 

.i\. --ANb-LEGALL"i,;~}J~~ 
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the mt-st successful (in
specialty) as his practire will 
surely ,.ro' e. The 
treats all tho!<e peculiar dis
eaH~S of young and 
aged men such as 
weakn~ss. impotency, &c., rll
suIting from indescretioll and 
igllor~,nce 6f youth. 'I'hose who 
aTe ailing should send ten (10) 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A PO!'rJ'IVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelopes u~ed. The bovk spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, Dlt. K P. FELLO'TS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
!:iay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From. the Wash:ngton National View.] 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valu'able 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathet;c and 
skillful physician. Sillliliu a,lvertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press,
but. Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hIS line. stan(is foremost 
in his profession, and the encomiums showered uv:m him 
pubJiely as well as in private. are flattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and consc:en
tious devotion to hla speciahies in hia p ofps~ion bave so 
justly merited for !lim, and it is safe to tmst him. , 

A Testinl0llial. 
WEST LIBERTY. 0., Aug. ]2, 1838. 

DR. R. P. FELT"OTrs-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a cbarm. l:lm completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week. 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours reSl ectfully. J. R. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a fair I'ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States, 
from young, middle-aged and elderly men, suffering frum 
various kinds of sexual complaints. hut who are now cured 
by my External Application, the grel\tcst of all known 
remedies for this class of di':leases. .As I am an out·and-out 
Liberal I trust the FreethInkers of the I.and will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money on 
ChristIan doctons. DR. FJ<:LLOWS. 

J4 karat Gold Scarf Pin .............................. $ 4 OJ 
10 karat Gold, small size 13adge Pil1.................. 2 O~ 
14 karat Gold. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
H karat Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamon " $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large 13adge :pin .................. ,.:. 3 00 
14 karat Qold. Large Badge Pin.................. .. . • 4 00 
10 karat Gol<l, 8ula1\ Charm (for watch chain)..... . 3 uo 
14 karat G"ld, Smal Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
10 karat Uold, . Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 500 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 W 

"This is a full-bodied diamond, f('t 1'0 that it m'IY be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. pre)'aid., and gUarUllteed as repre
sented or money refunded, addrefB, . 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
5C4 Kt<arny Street, San Francisc'l, Cal. 

s. p, TAYLOR & CO:, 
:M anD fOlcturers and Dealers ilJ 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, }.-ews, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. . 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper~lills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

http:De(lll.lI
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PftCIPIC CARl{IAGE C(). THE LATEST F.qS HI ONS. 
EU3INE33 ., OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLIVER H'NCKIY.V. SUPERINTENDENT 

Ce.ltral Stands~ 200 and 207 Sutter S1. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter 8ts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. I 

BOOTS & SHOES \ 
Made to order.· P-:r::ct fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Ulvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLl·SHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago • 


.- P. O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court b a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
Lad ing thinkers of the old anll new world .. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
Ul ade to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on sckntific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

~ Terms, S'2 per year. $1 for six months. 
So cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

LUCIPER THE LIGHT-BEARER. 
DEVOTED TO THE 

Frank and fearless discussion of basic principles 
in the field of governmental and social reform. 

For more than eighteen months this paper and 
i,s publishers have been prosecuted in the courts 
by the agents of the Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleged violations of the U. S. postal laws. 

Published weekly at Valley Falls, Kansas, at 
$ 1.2). per annum. Specimen copies free. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 

The .Catholir. Church and the Public 
Pnce, 5 cents. 

cents. 

10 cents. 

Schools 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above- all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent tlllth,obvi. 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire.

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 eng:aY' 

ln~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. 

BUSINESS SUITS POR......... , .................................. ' ........ $25.00 

DRESS SUITS_ FOR .............. , . _............ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 
a~ .A.S. F. :E3 U:Fl..CJr.DI.[.A. N". 

TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

A BRIEP HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROl\i • 
ADRIA1V IT: TO LEO XIII. 

. "The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
mfamous, distinction of being dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By ]Al\IESG. MAGUlRE,]udge of the Superior 
, Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putna?1 & Macdona!d, 504 Kearny street, San 
Franclslito, Cal. . 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
AD Important work hy Gibbon, the historian. Com ris
wg all that rela~es to the progress of the Christian ~er 
Eon .in :?he HIst?r.i .of t!te Dedine and Fall of the Roina~ 

f!lpIre, and a VmrllCabon (never before published in 
thIS country) of sO.me vassages in the 1lith an.1 16th elm ' 
ters, by Edward Glbbon, Esq., with a Lif~ of the Autho~ 
Preface and. Notes by the Editor, inclUding variorun: 
DOtes.. by GUIZOt, Wenel" Milman, "an English Church. 
man, and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo 864 
Cloth. With Engravings. Price, $150. 'J }JaI(es. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also the 'jlllllJOit I 
document. The Declaration Itself and th~ national a 
them entitled "Land of Liberty.'" Price 10 cents. Ii :'11,
tee, ~ cents; 26 copies, $1. ',V" 

THE SYSTEM OF·. NATURE, 
0 La 
D'r.a.-~of the }lora) and Phy81cal World. By Baro,.1101,-, A. Dew and improved edition, wi~ DO_ b, 
DIUrot. Two Yolumel lit out. PrIoeJ ", 

REMSBURG'S W'ORKS. 

False CI aims. Price 10 cents singly;' 75 c~nts 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by IVIr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora~s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Ruhbery; Adultery and 
.l'rostitution; Murder; Wars of i.. onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, fl. Special 
discount on larger quantities. . 

Sabbath-Breaking. e This is the best'and most 
. 	 thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 

from a rationa~ point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Odginof the Sab
balic. Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the'Christian 
~CJ iptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unuay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Falhers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of l hristian Reformers 
Scholars. and Divines; Abrop.,ation of Sunday 
Laws. ( PI ice, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1 . 

Address, Putu'lm & Maccon,lld, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMfNA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or the Infidel Teacher. 20 cents' The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cent;· The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John's._W~y, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novelS); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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FREETHOUGHT LECTURES 

----------J3~----------

SAMUEL P. 
----------~T----~---

IR VING HALL, 129 POST - ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


SUNDAY EVENINGS, JANUARY·t!., 13, 20 AND 27, 1889. 

SUBJEOTS: 

-. 
Jan. 6.-" The Bible and Modern Thought." Jan. 13.-" .Evolution and Creation." 

Jan. 20.-" The Religious Conspiracy." 

• 
JANUARY 27th, 28th, and 29th, 

OONVENTION OF LIBERALS OF OALIFORNIA.and PAINE ANNIVERSARY.OELEBRATION. 
Many Prominent Speak~rs will be present and A.ddresR the ~{eet.ings. 

•A.LL A.RE INVrrrED. SEATS FREE. 

PREMIUMS WITH. FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889• 
. . .. 

In order to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at tho same time to secure the. dis


tribution of books th~t everyone shodid read, we offer the following 

Premiulns to getters up of clut>s for this paper: 


For One New Subscribe,r ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY. OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

., Two New Subscribers ($4) . . . . . GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ·ROMANCES. 

" Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE 

" Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S' PROSE POEMS, (A rnost Magnifi
cent Volume). 

" Five ~ew Subs~ribers ($10) . . . . VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES,in Half Oalf Qr IIalf 
Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

I' Six New Subscribers ($12) . .. IN.GERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S RO)JANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.0.0. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any_of these wor~s will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new 8ubscrib~rsJ accompanied by the full subscription price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM MACDONALD, .504 KEARNY. ST. SAN -FRANCISCO. 
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S 'AN FRANCISCO, ~ JANUARY 26, 1889 

THE Examiner, the best of the city dailies: got there last Sunday 
evening, and' gave the Freethought meeting at Irving Hall as 
much space as it devoted to the Moody revival exercises at the 
Pavilion. 

WE beg. the religious editor of th.e Chronicle to give us the 
name of the" president of a prominent Infidel club in Los An
geles" who has been converted under the revival labors of the 
Rev. Mr. Cleggett. ' 

----------~~----------
MR. MOODY declares that H the man who will not swear in the 

presence of his wife, but does so outside, has more respect for 
his family than for his God." In our opiniori' the· man thus 
described knows exactly where his respect is due. 

THERE are more than a hundred Presbyterian ministers in the 
East who have applied for pulpits in Southern California. 
Whether this is due to a desire on the part of the ministers to 
s].ve the country or to let the country save them is uncertain. The 
climate in the southern part of the state ought to be good for 
parsonitis. 

THE efllilgence of" Lewis the Light," 'a religious crank who 
cherishes the delusion that he is the messiah, has been shut in 
from the_ world by the waUsof the insane ward of Bellevue Hos
pital, New York, whither the courts have committed him. The 
real name of this nineteenth century savior is Greensdale, and he 
was formerly a resident of San F:rancisco. There was no com
mission de lunatico t"nquzrmdo down in Judea. 

THE French Catholic parochial school at Haverhill, 'Mass., is 
.in trouble with the city school committee because it does not 
comply with the law. The law is thatthe English language must 
be the vehicle of instruction in all schools, public or private, and 
that United States History shall fotm part of the curriculum. 
In this schliol, which has two hundred and fifty pupils, two-thirds 
of the instruction is in French. A French history of Canada 
takes the place of a history of the United States. The tea'chers 
are ignorant of the methods in vogue in the American public 
schco!s. The priest in charge has declined to bring his school 
up t9 tl?~ ~equirements of the law. The §9h9QI <;ommittee has 

ordered. the truant officers to carry out the law, that is, to bring 
into court all parties who send their children to the unlawful 
school. There seems to be questionable stretch of legal authority 
in this case. In schools supported by private money parents 
should certainly be permitted to choose in what language their 
children shall be instructed .. 

THE Rev. J. C. Smith, of Otis, Mass., is an ardent sporting 
man, and has driven the winning horse in several local races. 
He replies to his scandalized parishioners by s:.tying that he has 
found worse men in the pulpit than on the sulky, and that horses 
pay better than preaching. The Rev. Mr. Smith will be com
mended for his frankness if for nothing else. 

A PETITION is in circulation asking that the women of this state 
be permitted to vote in school elections under the same restrictions 
imposed upon male citizens. There is a small colored party in 
this movement. . The proposed legislation \vill give native women 
a vole, while foreign females must take out naturalization papers. 
At the first .election following the passage of the act the Protestants 
would have a clean sweep. Nevertheless the bill ought to pass. 

THE scheme of removing Professor Woodrow from the Theo
logical department of the Uni versity of South Carolina,· as the 
,Chronicle observes, has not worked happy results. The professor 
held that evolution did not conflict with orthodox Christianity. 
Now the students have taken his part, and the injustice done him 
has caused a great revival of interest in Darwinism, and Huxley, 
Tyndal, Wallace, Haeckel, and other writers are eagerly read. 
The faculty have evidently sowed the dragon's teeth. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Lodi is in "the great watermelon belt of California." Land 
in the vicinity is worth from one hundred and t\\'enty~five to one 
hundred and fifty dollars per acre and is constantly increasing in 
value. Lodi is about forty miles from Sacramento, and one 
hundred miles east of San Francisco. The orange-trees, magno
lias in blossom, and violets greeting the sun show the mildness 
of its winter climate. AU the semi-tropical fruits can be raised 
here. The silk industry is successful; cotton and the tea plant 
flourish. The Mokelumne river, by means of machinery, irri
gates vast quantities of land. It is an attractive spot, and is des
tined to be one of the wealthiest portions of the state. 

It was bright, sunny weather during my campaign here of 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 16th, 17th, and 18th inst. 
Not a great many were present at the lectures, but the company 
I met was so genial and forward-looking that I do not feel dis

. couraged, although I was in hopes of greater results. The battle 
is not by any means over, and disappointments are often in the 
way of reform. Mr. and Mrs. john Robinett expect to make 
L:di their home, and they are always stron3' allies~ Freethough~ 
is to them the epthu~jasm of humanity. 
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GeJ.F. Cluff and sons, who edit that live1y paper "The Valley 
Review," don't keep their guns spiked for' fear of consequences. 
They are doing a splendid business. 

There are three women who are now admitted to practice be
fore the Supreme Court of the United States, Mrs. Belva Lock
wood, Mrs. Laura de Force Gordon, and Mrs. Ada M. Bitten
bender. The second of this illustrious trio, l\irs. Gordon, is fa
mous oil the Pacific Coast, and has a wide reputation for legal 
acumen and forensic ability. She is indeed one of the remarkable 
womeri of the .day-is not only a lawyer of first-rate capacity, but 
a reformer· and thinker of broad and generous mind. ,She has 
practical genius and i?elieves in improving the world in every 
direction. She has done much to develop the agricultural re
sources of this state. Her house is in the midst of a well-culti
vated garden, where nearly every variety of fruit and vegetable 
has been produced. She and her sister, Mrs. Cluff, are constantly' 
trying experiments, and have demonstrated the almost boundless 
fertility of the soil; that the wealth of the tropics and the orient 
can mingle with the best productions of a northern clime. Cot
ton,can grow with the wheat; the silkworm can spin his shiny 
thread; the' orange and lemon and pomegranate can thrive 
~vith the walnut and the almond and the olive. The tea plant 
and cassia and ginger tree will increase alongside the pota.to and 
the watermeJon. 

It was a delightful privilege to be entertained at this home, and 
to come in contact with this unceasing spirit of reform and pro
gress. It was a pleasure also to meet with Mrs. Powers and her 
son,' Dr. PO\vers, who are earnest humanitarians. Dr. Powers was 
the first child born in Virginia City, and the breath of freedom 
comes by natural inheritance. Mrs. Powers, like D. M. Bennett, 
was in her early years among the Shakers, and in a certain sense 
she still regards herself as belonging to the "family." I quite en
joyed studying this remarkable phenomenon of modern religious 
life. The Shakers are a gentle, 'quiet, happy, and orderly people. 
Their superstition is of a very mild sort. . They do not believe in 
the union of church and state. They believe entirely in persua
sion. They recognize a natural order and a spiritual order. In 
the natural order marriage is allowed. In the spiritual order it 
is freely renounced. There is no compulsion. Those who are 
brought up in these communities can go out into the world any 
time they desire. The Shakers believe in the absolute equality 
of the sexes. The.ir theology, in the abstract, is something like 
that of Theodore Parker. They adore both the fatherhood and 
II].otherhood of God. They deny the trinity but affirm the du
ality of the deity. He is masculine and feminine. They discard 
the "rib-story" and "miraculous conception." The Bible is not 

. infallible, but simply-a record of spiritual manifestations. Jesus 
is not God. Neither is he identical with the Christ. He is pnly 
a manifestation of the eternal Christ, as was also Mother Ann Lee. 
They do not accept vicarious atonement, and heaven and hell 
are decl~red to be conditions and states of the soul. They wor
ship with music and dancing. Practically Shakerism is founded 
upon the phenomena of Spiritism, and Elder Evans declares that 
among these communities there were phenomena similar to what 
occurred at Rochester with the Fox sisters, seven years before the 
"rappings." Mother Ann Lee was evidently a "medium" and 
all along the hiEtoryof this sect are manifestations of a power like 
that of modern Spiritualism. A curious folk the Shakers are-a 
phlcid, contented people. There are now eighteen families in 
the United States, with a membership often thousand.. In agri
cultural skill they are unsurpassed. No one works hard .. They' 

have plenty of leisure. There is always something to do, but when 
one is tired he can rest to his heart's content. The law of attrac
tion prevails. There have never been any law suits in the fami
lies. No police officers, no courts are required. Pure good will 
and frank confession settle every difficulty. All pro!--,erty is com
mon, as with the early Christians. The one who brings ten thou
sand dollars to the community wealth is no better treated than the 
one who brings nothing. Here is thorough equality. When 
one WIshes to deparLhe is given theexacl amount he puts in, with
out interest. The Shakers are quite an inventive people. They 
originated the drying of sweet corn for food, over fifty years ago. 
They were the first who instituted the raising, papering, ~nd vend
ing of garden seeds in the present style. They first manufac
tured medicinal vegetable extracts for market. They were the first 
.to raise and manufacture broom brush into brooms. The first 
buzz saw was made by the Shakers. They invented the planing 
and matching machines for dressing flooring and ceiling lumber. 
They were the inventors of cut nails and metallic pens. The 
Shakers show a good record in the way of making an earthly 
paradise. 

The three sunny days at Lodi, where the white frost. came 
every night, while the violets-and the roses and the marigolds 
bloomed in the morning radiance-these days of labor have been 
joyous with bright companionship and the learning of something 
new about the ever-flowing, ever-changing' ocean of humanity, 
more wonderful than any god ever dreamed of or "revealed" by 
priest or magician. 

Sunday afternoon was somewhat threatening, but a good audi
ence was present at Odd Fellows' Hall, Oakland, and I discoursed 
on "The Glory of Infidelity." W~en my friend· Schou was 
posting up the notices, some religious looker on so marveled at 
the title that he remarked in bewildered tones, ., He must be 
drunk." If this astonished individual had come to the lecture, 
he might have discovered that Infidelity means the exact oppo
site of his exclamation. It it! the sober second thought of the 
intelligence of mankind. 

Irving Hall was thronged again on Sunday evening, although 
the rain did come down a bit. I spoke on "The Religious 
Conspiracy." Everything now points to a most interesting con
vention. The issue is at hand. It is both state and national. 
The Liberals must meet it. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

I was pained beyond measure while at Lodi to receive a tele
grapic dispatch from my friend W. S. Rodgers, of Boulder 
Creek, urging me to be at the funeral of his wife. I could 
not go. Alas, how death mingles with life, and our most 
joyous moments are ever in the shadow. I remember the home 
on the mountain among the great trees, a home of peace and 
comfort, of quiet, sweet life. It'is a lovely picture, the mother 
and the children, and the father strong in life's battle, for noble 
affecticn makes flowers and sunshine for his arduous toil. The 
bright and beautiful- spirii: is gone. The home is desolate. The 
shadow deep has fallen. The heart is breaking, and tears are 
like rain. Death is remorseless. Humanity. glowing with sym
pathy, alone can aid in this awful hour. Over land and sea let 
this broad sympathy extend. Mingling with the memory of the 
dead let there be the tender consolations of the living. 

A copy of the Salt Lake Tribune just received also announces 
the de.athof Mrs. Sarah M. Pratt, the wife 'of the late Mormon 
apostle Orson Pratt, aged 72, at the residence of her son Arthur 
Pratt. . Mrs. Pratt withdrew from the Mormon church in obedi



51 FRE,ETHOUGHT 

ence to intellectual and moral conviction. She brought up her 
children to shun the creed of the church. I met her and het 
family when in Salt Lake City, and found them all in sympathy 
with broad and liberal ideas. Orson Pratt was one of the bright
est intellect~ in the Mormon church. He \vas the theologian 
and the philosopher of that body. Whatever his religion might 
be, in the world of pure thought he was a keen and brilliant 
mind. Mrs: Pratt was a woman of great fearlessness and inde
pendence, and it was no slight thing for her to break with, the, 
Mormon church for the sake of herself and her children. It 
was a heroic act, and bravely and beautifully did she stand by 
her womanhood and her conscience. Says the Tribune: 

"She voluntarily gave up all that is very dear to many women for a 
principle. She gave up everything except her womanhood and her chil
dren, and chose to walk alone through life, under such a ban as the 
Mormon chiefs were able to put upon her in the long ago, rather than 
make a compromise with what she believed wrong. No one not familiar 
with the methods that prevailed here of old, knows what the course of 
this woman involved to her. An absolute despot ruled at the time, and 
he knew that his only hold on power was through the superstitious fears 
of this people. His word was absolute law, and he was unscrupulous as; 
to the means adopted to execute his edicts. Yet this delicate wOman 
braved Ius wrath. When every door and window had ears and the very 
winds seemed to have voices to carry anything like words of revolt 
against wrong, this woman was wont to gather her children around her 
in the middle of the room, and in whispers explain to them the falsehood, 
the shame, the sin, and the disloyalty that haq crept into this thing . 
called here a creed, and to beseech them for the love they bore her, and 
for the sacrifices they owed to duty, never to cease to repudiate the 
thing. She knew every leader; she knew which were sincere and which 
were corrupt; she knew that the founder was irrevocably tainted, and 
she was brave enough to tell what she knew. With a pure woman's 
clear instincts she instantly de~ected how much of this creed was good 
and'how much was of the earth earthy; she Saw that, tested in any cru
cible, either of religion, justice, patriotism, or even common sense, the 
system a.s practiced here must either be readjusted or abandoned, or it 
would bring unspeakable sorrow and distress upon this people, and so 
she denounced it. She did it, too, when hedged about with distresses 
and terrors, but she never quailed. Surely she has earned her rest, and 
wh~n ,Utah, redeemed, shall begin to build monuments in honor of those 
who were real' martyrs for the sake of principle, one of the first to be 
upreared should be to the memory of Mrs. Sarah M. Pratt." 

Thus the roll of the shining dead increases. tiWe recognize the 
invisible world, the world of thought, the world of hope, the 
world of aspiration. This world is constantly growing, ever 
broader, ever higher, ever grander. From hero and martyr, 
frO!ll love and virtue, from all the fountains of ,the living pres
ent, from childhood, youth, and silver age, this world doth ever 
gro\v in majesty, in solemn wonder. in constellated glory. It is 
for the heart of man struggling with a thousand evils. Its" mys
tic unfathomable song" touches the spirit to earnest and sublime 
endeavor. Its countless stars from vast centuries of fleeting life 
pour their mild, inspiring rays on ceaseless toil, and thus more 
beautiful, more glodous, becomes each appointed task in the 
glistening fields of time. . SAlIlUEL P. PUINMI. 

THE PAINE ANNIVERSARY. 

An attractive program has been prepared for the Paine Anni
versary, consisting of music, short speeches, and recitations. The 
evening's entertainment will terminate with a sociable, and it is 
hoped that the attendance will be large. Especially is it desirable 
to bring out the ladies and the families, and make the sociable a 
SUCCf:5S. Admission to the hall is free. Gentlemen who dance 
w.-iill ~llffer a tax of t~enty-five cents: 

. :rh~ .~rs,t f(!aU~rf! pi, .the Paine celebration will be the address 

delivered by Hon. A. Schell Sunday evening, January 27. 1\1r. 
Schell is an able speaker and deserves a crowded house. 

THE CONVENTION. 

The- program fo~ the convention has been arranged, as far 
as possible, to expedite business and to have a full expression of 
OpInIOn. It must be understood that this convention meets for a ' 
definite purpose. It is called to help to carry out the Demands 
of Liberalism. At this tir.ne there is especial need of a union of, 
our forces. There are now pending in Congress t\VO pills known 
as the "Blair Educational Amend~ent bill" and the "Blair Sun
day Rest bill." The American Sentinel says: "Not less than 
fifteen millions of names hwe been presented to Congress as pe
titioners in favor of the latter bill by the American Sabbath Union. 
The names consist of about seven or eight millions gathered by 
the friends of the bill. and the counting of seven million two, 
hundred thousand Roman Catholics, because Cardinal Gibbons 
signed the petition." 

The principal leaders of the \Voman's Christian Temperance 
Union and Prohibition party are in favor of this "Sunday Rest 
bill." The Genera.l Ass~mbly of the Knights of L'lbor have in
dorsed this bill by unanimous-vote. The Brotherhood of Loco
motive Engineers, in convention assembled, have also indorsed 
the bill. 

It is evident that the nature of this church movement is not un
derstood by the working people, or they would not thus indorse 
it. Therefore there is necessity for agitation and for enlighten
ment. The Freethinker must stand by his colors. There never 
has been any greater danger to liberty than now. The point ,of 
co-operation for the ecclesiastical parties is the "Sunday Rest 
bill." That bill is for the protection of the churches. ' It is to 
build up th~ir power. It is to give them absolute control of one 
day in the week. 

The" Sunday Rest bill" is absolute tyranny. It is a degrada
tion to ~merican citizenship. It is a practical union of church 
and state. 

The issue is being forced in our own state. Hundreds of 
petitions are circulating for a Sabbath law in California. 

Liberals can exercise a vast influence if they will act together. 
Without doubt all wi.1l be desirous of harmony at the convention. 
Outside issues must be avoided. There are many important 
questions in which we are all deeply interested, but these ques
tions cannot be discussed at the convention. In concentration 
there is strength. It is by limiting the work to be done that the 
work is made successful. Good speakers will address the con
vention. Time forbids lengthy and elaborate lectures. What 
is needed are speeches that go at once to the point, that will 
arouse to actiori, that will kindle enthusiasm for liberty and 
justice. A brigh~, strong, harmonious convention will be inval
uable aid to our cause. It will give a universal impulse. It 
will interest thousands. , 

It is by co-operation that the great work of Liberalism is to 
be done~o-operation throughout the state. By combining re
sources public meetings can be held at the most favorable points. 
If one cannot have lectures in his own vicinity, he can help to 
sustain le<;tures at other places in the state. The co-operation 
of friends has 'made possible a series of most important meetings 
in San Francisco during the last month. This could not have 
been done simply by local aid. The experiment is worth trying 
elsewhere, at Sacramento, Los Ang~les, etc. The friends 
at these places cannot bear the whole burden, but 'friends 
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througliout the state can do so, and in the end all would be 
benefited. 

The Convention will open on Sunday morning with an address 
on "Organization, Its Necessity and Its Methods." To co-operate 
effectually it is necess~ry that we should know one another per
sonally. In order that there may be this acquaintance the meet
ings on Tuesday night will close with a sociable and dance. The 
object is not merely a good time, but to cultivate those friendly 
associations by which reform becomes im bued with the spirit of 
fraternity. 

Our German fellow-citizens are among our strongest allies. In 
the issue that is being forced upon the country they will be upon 
the side of Liberty. F. Schueneman-Pott will speak for this great 
body of coadjutors, at the Paine Anniversary. 

THE MEETING PUND. 

The following friends have taken advantage of the opportunity 
o~ered them to contribute toward the expenses of the meetings 
at Irving Hall. The amount paid and pledged is $109.50, or 
$3 less than the rent of the hall. 
A. j. M. Campbell ........ $10 00 K.Parker ................. $1 00 


W. F. Eddy ............... 5 00 John Robinett ............. 1 00 

O. T. Davis ............... 5 00 J-:--Robertson .•..-•...... '" I 00 

A Debarry ................ 5 00 Eugene Hough .......,...... 1 00 


Judge Heydenfeldt.. . .. .... 5 00 J Vostrovsky.......... .... I 00 

Hon A Schell .......... " .. 5 00 Mrs L P Langley ........... 1 00 


Robert Gunther..... . . . . . .. 3 00 A friend.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00 


Ed. Wegner ............... 3 00 Samos Parsons ......... ~... 00 

H. E. Palanca ............ 3 00 Henry Kline .............. 1 00 

P A Clark ................ 2 00 E. M. Hansson ............ 1 00 


L. and R. Kais:!r ........... 2 00 H. F. Evans .............. I 00 


Wm. Noble ................ 2 00 Mrs. P. Van Hoeter ........ 1 00 


A. Derming. " .....••...... 2 00 A. J. Andersen...... ...... I 00 
John Kaiser ...... ~....... 2 00 LMagenheimer .... '....... I 00 
L R Titus .....•........... 2 00 J R Kaiser ................ I 00 
Cash ..................... I 75 Henry Kaiser ............. I 00 
D Buckingham............ I 50 A. H. Schou ....... : ...... 1 00 

J Dumbacher. . . . . . . . •• .., I 50 B. B. Rockwood. . . . .. . .. .. I 00 

W Jordan ................. 1 00 A. L ..................... 1 00 
Philip CDwen...... . . . . . . .. I 00 Mrs. R. Palanca ........ '" 1 00 
H. Replogle ............... 1 00 Gustave Palanca ......... " I 00 


Charles Kaiser ........... ". I 00 Jacob Hakius ............ ~. I 00 

Mrs. Rebecca Kaiser. . . . . .. I 00 J. H. Fritschi ............ ' .. I 00 


A friend.................. 1 00 A. B. Burns.......... . . . . . 00 


FrankButler ............... I 00 G. W. Parker...... ........ 00 

Thos. Lee. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 00 Herman Fry....... ....... 00 


A. Imbach ................ I 00 J. E. Clark. '" ............ 1 00 

Alex Hauser ............. , I 00 N. D. Goodell .... '" .. , ... J 00 


R. Butterfield...... . . • . • •. 1 00 Henry Kaiser. . . . . . . . . .. .. I 00 

W. C. Lyon ............... r 00 N Lueders .. ; .............. I 00 

R. W. Barcroft...... .. ....1 00 Jacob Schmid.. .. . .. ... .. .. 50 

F. H. Schaedin.......... . 50 A friend. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

H Freichler ........ , . . . . . . 50 E A Herman _..... , ... , . . . 50 


C. S Zejenwaldt...... . . . . . 50 A friend. . . . . . . . .. ........ 50 

A friend ..... , ..... , . . . . . . 50 G. Wi1lmunder . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Mrs Reguin.. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 50 F. Woodward .............. 25 
Cash...... ...... ...... ... 50 

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND THE SUNDAY BILL. 

To the Editors of Freeth0 ugh! .
In the issue of January 12 appears something from which the casual 

reader might inter that the labor unions are in favor 'of and indorse the 
Blair Sabbath bill. As one who is, first of allthings~ interested in pro
moting the cause for which labor is fighting, i shall protest against any 
such sentiment gaining a foothold. The fact is, no organization can be 
more absolutely Secular than are the various labor unions. Their obli
gations are simply promises on the honor of the man or woman, with no 
sort of oath or mention of deity. The discussion, even, of religion is pro
hibited in all their meetings. They are organized for and pay strict 
attention to purely Secular business., 
" ~pdividual members of these unions are much like individual members 
of other organizations. No doubt there are members who would like to 
see a Sabbath forced upon all their brothers. This has as little relation 
to the union as has the stealing of a horse by a Methodist, or the shoo~iDg 
9£ h!s pus~~ess )?ar~ner P.y a roell)ber 9 f the American Secular VnjQn, 

Again, in our ranks are doubtless many with leather heads who, when 
approached by the leather-tongued disciple of the Sabbath bill, can be 
stretched on a number 6 block and their names secured on a petitIOn for 
the bill. Straightway their adherence is paraded in the columns of some 
such paper as the Advance, and warped into meaning that the labor unions 
are in favor of an absurd Sabbath law. Now I submit that the Advance 
is mighty poor authority on labor unions. Probably not one member in 
ten of any labor organization ever read a line in the Advance in all his 
life. 

After all is said and done, I shall still believe that the disciples of that 
bill have at present got the cinch on those of us who oppose it. When 
they approach a man who is working 365 days in the year and show him 
that this bill gi~es him every seventh day; that he will no longer be in 
danger of losing his job if he tells his employer on Saturday night. that he 
shall play with his children on the morrow, they have a powerful argu
ment for winning thafman. When the opposition tells him of the danger 
lying hidden in the measure he thinks it is working in the interest of his 
his employer who wishes to enslave him every day. If you play the 
demagogue and tell him he will be the richer at the end of the year by 
wvrking every day, he will use the knowledge obtained at his U~ion and 
show you most conclusively that you are, economically, wrong. 

How then, shall. he be approached? From my experience ",ith the 
workingman I snall say, offer bim something in place of the Sabbath bill 
that shall have as much attraction for him, and at the same time protect 
both him and yourself from the subtle dangers of the bill you oppose. 
He sees something to be obtained from this bill, and the fatal weakness 
of the opposition lies in its declaratton for things as they are. 

Oakland, Cal. EUGENE HOUGH. 

It cannot be doubted that Mr. Hough is right in regard to the 
general sentiment among intelligent working people. They 
want a Sunday, but they do not want a church day. They do 
not want a holy day, but a holiday. No just law can be passed 
forbiading work or play upon,Sunday. Ifone wishes to work on 
Sunday he has the right to do so. It is simple tyranny to say 
to any man in this republic that he shall not labor on any par
ticular day of the week. Arrangements for Sundays can be made 
by employers and employees without resort to ecclesiastical legis
htion. 

It is evident, however, that a large number of workingmen 
are in favor of enforcing the Christian Sabbath, and so are in 
favor of the union of church and state. They are in favor of 
tyranny and the subversion of human rights. Such is the posi
tion of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. It has 
placed itself on record as in favor of an ecclesiastical Sabbath. 
If it is a non-political body then it has most flagrantly violated 
its fundamental law. It has taken sides upon a political question 
of vast importance, and, worse than this, it has taken the un
American and the un-democratic side. It has"allied itself with 
superstition and barbarism. 

Every Liberal, every Freethinker, who belongs to this 
Brotherhood should indignantly protest against this hasty and ill
advised action. Are the Brotherhood in favor of a union 

. of church and state? Are they in favor of ecclesiastical 
tyranny? Are they in favor of religious legislation? Do they 
wish to subvert the Constitution? Do they wish to place them
selves on record as opposed to the Declaration of Independence? 
Yet this is what the Brotherhood has done. Are the Freethink
ers who belong to this organization to tamely submit? Are they 
to thus allow their dearest rights to be insulted? The Brother., 
hood has joined hands with the priests of this country to enforce 
a priestly rule. In the' Journal of United Labor, the organ of the 
Knights of Labor, Nov. 29, it is declared that at the General 
Assembly of this order, the Blair Sabbath bill was unanimously 
indorsed. If, as 1\1:r. Hough' says, the vast majority of work~ 
jn6" peopl~ an~ opposeg to thi~ 9jll~ why dg t~ey ngt ~ay 



-------------------

53 FREETHOUGHT. 

so? Why do they allow these indorsements to go Jorth? The 
representative of the God-in-the-Constitution party was allowed 
a two hours' address before the Brotherhood of Locomotive En
gineers and the Knights of Labor. The representatives of the 
American Secular Union had no chance to express the other 
side of the question. The church party had it all its own way, 
and the church party was unanimOUSly indorsed by these labor 
organizations. A great blunder has been committed. If these 
organizations ally themselves with the church, their usef~lness 
is over. Never can labor achieve its rights except by a recog
nition of universal rights. The Qnly way to protect labor is by 
a most sacred regard of the liberty of all. If these organizations 
commit themselves to Sabbath tyranny they commit themselves 
to death and dishonor. Let there be a wide discussion of the 
matter. Let the working people think about these things and 
speak out. Private remonstrance will not do. There must be 
a public reversal of this untimely action. The influence of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and of the Knights of 
Labor, by a public resolution, is given to theGod-in-the-Consti
tution party; it is, given to the political power of the churches 
and priesthood; it is given to the subversion of American liberty. 
\Vill the Liberal members of these organizations thus allow 
themselves to be led into public approval of a tyranny worthy 
of the middle ,ages? 

THE volume of the writings of Horace Seaver announced some 
time ago is at hand. It is published under the title of "Occasional 
Thoughts," and makes a I2mo book of 230 pages. Mr. L. K. 
Washburn, the compiler, writes the preface. This volume, if it 
bore the nam e of no author, would be of the greatest worth as a 
fountai~ of philosophical suggestions and a source of ideas that 
may be studied and enlarged upon by the reader, to his permanent 
advantage. But as a' volume containing the best thoughts of a man 
like Horace Seaver, who has stood at the front in a fifty years' 
battle for Freethought, the book possesses a value which it could 
not draw from any other circumstance. There is therefore a 
double reason why this yolume should be precious to Freethinkers. 
They cannot open it without striking some worthy sentiment 
expressed with clearness and power, and they can never look upon 
it and not feel i sense of thankfulness toward the man who has done 
so much to make this country free to believers and unbelievers 
alike. 

THE Oakland clergymen are unable to reach an agreement on 
the Sunday question. The Rev. Dr. Bothwell takes ground pub
liclyin favor of healthful recreation after divine service, in the 
parks and suburban gardens, while Rev. M. Clapp, of the East 
Oakland church, contends that Sunday recreation, as well as labor, 
is Sabbath-breaking and against the law of God. We can only 
implore these reverend gentlemen to take the advice of Paul and 
be fully persuaded in their own minds, and to let all others do 
the same, without attempting legal interference. 

MOO1?Y reports that since his last visit to this coast, ten years 
ago, he finds the condition of things very much improve43 and a 
correspondent of the Weekly Star inquires if that improvement 
is because Moody stayed away, and if so why he did not continue 
the good work by prolonging his absence. 

OUR immigration-law tinkers are again at work. There is now 
a bill in Congress proprosing to exclude Anarchists and Socialists 
-it is a wonder that Atheists were not -included. The Ford 

Commission reports the bill and has this to say of the excluded 
, classes: 

"These persons do not come here to uphold and maintain our form of 
government. Their object and purpose is to destroy and tear it to pieces. 
They hold any law in contempt which does not meet with their individ
ual approbation, and believe disobedience to it is perfectly justifiable." 

If this were to be applied impartially, what would be done with _ 
Roman Catholics? The Catholic" does not come here to up" 
hold and maintain our form of government." His object is to 
"destroy and tear it to pieces." Why is not the Fenian included 
in the prohibition? Why are Communists omitted? Why ,is 
the Coolie ignored? Is the Ford Commission competent to 
deal with the question anyway r 

IT may be truly said that Mr. L. K. Washburn, of Revere, Mass., 
has filled a long felt want. fte has compiled a song or hymn 
book "of the highest moral sentiment, united with the choicest 
music," and" perfectly free from all sectarianism." It is called 
the "Cosmian Hymn Book." It has 258 songs,. nearly all ac.. 
companied with music. There are Hymns of Nature, of 
Humani~y, and of Freedom; Liberal Hymns, Miscellaneous, 
Funeral, and Doxologies. Without controversy, this is the best 
hymn book ever published. It ought to be in the families of 
Liberals where the children can learn the songs as they grow up, 
instead of the Sunday·school inanities now sung by the rising 
generation. The price 'Of the book singly is $I.50, but in large 
quantities it may be obtained much cheaper. 

SABBATH legislation now threatens not only the nation as a 
whole, but the state of California in particular. The clergy of 
the state are circulating petitions asking the legislature to enact a 
Sunday law, and they are obtaining many signatures. To offset 
this movement anti-Sunday petitions have been printed and may 
be obtained at this office. Send for them, circulate them, and 
return them promptly, so that the legislature may addressed at 
once after the Sabbath bill is introduced. 

THE Methodist ministers of Cleveland have decided to answer 
"Robert Elsmere" by ignoring it entirely. This is similar to the 
ostrich's method of eluding pursuers by burying i~ ~ead in the 
sand. It is to be wondered at that nobody has had the wisdom 
to suggest that U Robert Elsmere" is immoral and therefore a pro
per object for the attention of Anthony Comstock. He is gen· 
erally the first resort in cases of this kind. 

THE Woman Suffragists are holding a convention at Washing· 
ton, and Senator Blair, of religious amendment notoriety, is at 
the fronl in favor of the movement. He wants the Republican 
party to make universal suffrage a plank in its platform. The 
women should fight shy of this man. He is after their votes for 
his Sunday law. 

RENEWALS. 

This is the season for renewals, and we are reminded of that fact both 
by the large number sent in and by the large number that have not as 
yet reached us. We have had a year's trialbefore a jury of our patrons. 
The verdict, which will come in the form of renewals, is due. We trust 
that the jury will be unanimously in favor of giving us another year. 

PREMIUMS. 

Attention is called to the premiums for new subscribers to FREE. 

THOUGHT oflered on another page. A good many of our friends have 
worked for the paper and done their best, and have refused all offers of 
reward in the form of a commission. The premium list of books is entic. 
ing; we would like to see a thousand readers take advantage of it. 
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HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The San Francisco Post-office bill has been signed by" Presi
dent Cleveland.--This is from the Tulare Register: "Word 
has reached us of a very exciting scene in one of the churches· in 
Porterville la~t Sunday. It wa5 at the forenoon service of Rever
end Fillingham, a Presbyterian minister, who recently located 
here. In the midst of his discourse the pastor iuddenly ceased 
and. began throwing books and chairs at the congregation, cre
atin~ the greatest consternation in the house. Several persons 
rushed forward, and after a desperate struggle succeeded in O\'er
powering and binding the unfortunate man, who had so suddenly 
become a raving maniac. He was taken to VisaIiat where he 
'Was pronounced insane. During the struggle in church he in
formed his captors that if he had his Henry rifle they would not 
find it so easy to secure. him. .The eccentric actions of the man 
have for some time been the subject· of comment."--The 
mortuary report of this city for last week shows that there were 
116 deaths, as against 173 for the corresponding week last year. 
There was one death from smallpox, 22 from phthisis, and 14 
from pneumonia.--The adoption of the Aus~ralian system of 
voting is recommended by the Labor organizations of this state. 
--Mrs. Elsie Reynolds, the medium whose recent trial at San 
Diego excited so much intereEt, has returned to that city and is , 
doing a good business.--The rec;ount of the ballots cast in 
San Francisco is progres5ing without material resuIts.--Alvan 
G. Clark, of Cambridge, Mass., the manufacturer of the great 
lenses for the Lick telescope, is in Lof, Angeles, to which place 
he has been summoned by the trustees of the University of 
Southern California. They wish to consult him regarding the 
manufacture of a forty-inch lense for a telescope to be erected on 
\Vilson's peak, in the Sierra Madre range, east of Los Angeles. 
. A bill is before Congress proposing to prohibit the admission 
into the United Slates of allY idiot, insane, pauper, or one likely 
to become a public charge, or one who· has been legally con
victed of crime, or who is a polygamist, Anarchist, or . Socialist, 
or who is afflicted with any loathsome disease, or has entered into 
a contract, expressed or implied, oral or written, to perform labor 
or service for any person, firm, company, or corporation in the 
United States, whose passage has been paid on promise of labor: 
It also provides that alien labor shall not be admitted to labor for 
a time with the intention of returning, ministers of the gospel 
excepted.--Religious differences are disrupting the Knights 
of Labor. It. is stated that the Catholic Knights in the Pittsburg, 
Pa., district will refuse to pay any more dues, and thus, becoming 
delinquent, "ill be dropped from the rolls of the order. The 
primary cause of their dissatisfaction is that. at an annual meet
ing of the dbtrict assem bly last week, the Protestants captured 
every office.--Archbishop Corrigan, of New York, has sent 
a circular to. all the priests of his diocese forbidding them 
to give absolution to anv who attend the Anti-Poverty meetings 
of Dr. McGlynn.-.-There are no new developments in the 
Samoa affair. United SLates warships are on their way to the 
islands, and a collision with German forces is possible.--An
other supposed good man is now shown to have gone wrong. 
The late Henry P. Marshall,· of New York, died short in his 
account.~· as the treasurer of the Episcopal Missionary Society for 
Seamen,$I 2,000, and St. George's church, of which he was a trustee, 
$40,000 more.--"General" Thomas Moore, late commander 
of· the Salvation Army forces in America, has ·been removed 
from office. Ris financial transactions were irregular.--Lieu
tenant Zalinski's dynamite gun, designed for the Italian govern
ment, was tried at Fort Hamilton Saturday last, and threw two 
shells, one contnining 180 pounds of explosive gelatine and dyn
amite and the other 500 pounds of the same explosive. The 
first shot went 950 yards and threw a great column of water 100 

feet into the air. The second shot went a distance of 1,400 

yards. A large mass of water was raised ten feet and a column 
of water went more than JOO feet high. Either of these explo
sions would blow any ship out of the water.--The -sheriff of 
Valencia county, . N. M., who was missing, had squandered 
$10,000 or $15,000 of public money.--Deacon ,.Cqoper,. of 
t~e Christian ch;r~~ at. Fort, DO~g'e, la., has ~ee~ '~uspended .. by 
hiS church for JlhClt hquor deahng.--A bill entItled "An ac~ 

to prevent monopolies" is in the New York senate. It is aimed 
at tru~ts, and embodies the principles laid down in Judge Bar
rett's recent decision against the sugar trust. 

The new White Star Steamer Teutonic was launcr.ed last Sat
urday morning at Belfast, Ireland. She is the largest vessel 
afloat, being 582 feet long and of nearly 10,OOC tons burthen. 
--It is reported that the Arabs have broken up the missionary 
station at Zanzibar and killed the missionaries.--Mme. Ilma 
di Murska, the once great singer, died in poverty at Munich 
Jan. 17. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Sunday evening, while the howling Salvationist stood in front 
of the ·old Adelphi Theatre on California street, with a lantern 
in one hand and the love' of God in the other, and ejacu'lated 
f roth over the surrounding spectators, I took my way to Irving 
Hall. I was early, but the crowd was ahead of me, and the best 
I could do was to take a seat in the back part of the room. Prof. 
A. Priore was deducing music from the violin, with piano accom
paniment, in a way that left the A. Posteriori method without an 
advocate. Mrs. Rutter sang the" Last Rose of Summer" better 
than I can play it, and there were vociferous cheers when the 
orator of th~ evening took the platform. It was an enthusiastic 
assemblage. It appeared rather strange to me that there were 
not more ladies present. There is room for reform in this 
direction. An audience that is not half women does not repre
sent our great movement. Still we rejoiced in the presence of 
fifty or a hundred ladies, and submitted to ther. absence of the 
others with the best grace possible. An Examiner reporter, 
present by invitation, gives a brief synopsis of the lecture in 
another column. 

These meetings are growing in interest and profit, as evinced b,r 
the increased attendance and the diminished number of plugged 
nickels found in the collection .. An unidentified pool check can 
be obtained at this office upon. delivery of the the ten-dollar gold 
piece for which it was dropped into the hat by mistake. It is a 
source of recreation to the reflective mind to observe the con
duct of persons who atttend Freethought meetings and get more 
thought than they can assimilate .. They seem to lack sufficient 
judgment to stay away, but they can tell when they have enough 
-and when they get it they go out. 

. It seems that the legal authorities of Pennsylvania, stimulated 
by Anthony Comstock, have decided that Sadie Bailey Fowler's 
romance, "Irene," is unnt for circulation. I wjsh I had known 
that before I read the book two or three years ago. I should 
then have perused it with a greater interest. As it was, I found 
the narratlve rather dry. Mrs. Fowler is not a great novelist. 
~he ranks with Amelie Rives, but her book is not so morbidly 
Immoral as the "Quick or the Dead." The trouble is that Mrs. 
Fowler's ethical standard is too high for the comprehension of 
believers in Christian morality. . . 

Years ago Bret Harte wrote a story called "The Luck of Roar
~ng Camp," and too~ it to a religious publishing house to be put 
m type. The propnetor of the establishment was a deacon in an 
orthodox church and of unblemished piety. He objected to Harte's 
manuscript because, as he claimed, it was unfit for his young 
lady copy holder to read, and liable to demoralize her. But it 
afterwards transpired, and became notorious that this deacon 
though a married man, was sustaining ministerial relations with 
the same young lady copyholder, who had been placed in his 
charge by her parents in the East. Worse still, he deserted her. 
Th;~ she expos~d him; ~is. wife got a divorce and half his prop
ert) , and lett hlI.n.. ThIS IS about the style of men that join 
c~urches and socletles for the suppression of vice and can't sleep 
mghts on account of their solicitude for other people's moral wel
!~re. The .chances are greatly in favor of the morality taught in 

Irene. bemg mu~h better than that practiced by anyone who 
favors Its suppressIOn. . 

L'1st S?nday, while being entertained at the house of Mr: Carl 
Broneerm Oakland,' I looked ove: an ol?-fashioned autograph 
album that ha~the yellow cqmpleXIOu which a3'~ gives to paper .. 
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It appeared to have been the property of Dorcas J. Rice, and 
contained many quaint sentiments poetically expressed. Under 
the date of Oct. 9, 1842, I found the following: 

ACROSTIC. 
Delightful theme as e'er engaged the tongue, 
Or more sublime than ever poet sung, 
Remote from bigotry and slavish fear, 
Conjoined with love and all that men hold dear, 
Are modest virtue; pure in every sense ; 
Sincerity of heart, benevolence, 
Justice and kindness join to make the sum, 
As all the graces harmonize in one. 
Now the result of all is happiness-
E'en bigots here must surely this confess. 
Rejoice, then, now that we have found the road, 
Immortal bliss in ever doing good; 
Contented in its lot, does not repine; 
Enrobed in truth the graces ever shine. 

Salubria, 1. T. ABNER KNEE~AND. 

HI. T.," stands for what was Iowa Territory forty-seven vears 
ago. The acrostic was written' by 'Mr. Kneeland, founder of the 
Boston Investigator, less than two years before his death, and 
when he was more than seventy years of age. The hand
writing is good-much above the average, and underneath 
the'signature is a neat and proper flourish. Dorcas was Abner's 
daughter, I believe, the mother of Mrs. Broneer. Mr. Kneeland 
was one indeed who "found the road," and" immortal bliss in 
ever doing good." That satisfied him, and he departed to the 
islands of the blessed, to the land of the Hereafter, with honors 
upon his head which are not dimmed to this day. 

It wiII take'me a' long time to become reconc\Led to the way 
Mr. W. R. Colby, the medium, has disappointed me. I never 
believed that he could write between slates screwed together with
out removing the screws, and I never felt more like a 'wooden
headed idiot than when I was sitting at a table with him waiting 
for the letter that was sent but never came. He was at the time 
under suspicion of being a Baptist minister, and I felt for him. 
He called frequently at the office, and was as agreeable a man as 
I ever met. A ~isitor to the city had presented me with a box 
of cigars that he had got l)windled on. He confessed that they 
made him sick. I gave Mr. Colby one of these, and he never 
complained; said he always smoked,that brand. --He confided 
to me a history of his life, and made it clear to me that he never 
was in Texas, where Parson Rains had committed his depreda
tions. Furthermore, he assured me that he could produce Par
son Rains in proper person. The result of his suit against the 
Chronicle shows that he is a humbug. He produced Rains sure 
enough, but Rains was Colby, as two men who had known him 
in Texas testified. Yet, even now, I do not believe Colby is 
more than half bad. He was a Union soldier, and his enemies 
admit that he was courageous in battle and tender-hearted and 
helpful in caring for the wounded. He enlisted as a private and 
returned as a lieutenant. -He-has kept himself poor by giving 
his money to people in distress-so says the record. He seems 
to have lacked the ability to resist temptation, drifting with the 
current of necessity that knows no statute book or moral obliga
tion. The theory of Stephen Pearl Andrews must be true, that 
men have a double nature-one half good and the other half bad 
one conflicting with the other, and each achieving and sufferinC: 
alternate victories and defeats. Colby'S better nature was in th~ 
ascendant when I mef him, so I find it difficult to think of him as 
the fraud that his profession made him. 

SUNDAY NIGHT'S LECTURE. 

From the Examiner. 
Samuel P. Putnam addressed an enthusiastic audience at Irving 

Hall last night on the subject of Freethought. He spoke of a 
deep-laid plan to make the schools sectarian, and cited the case of 
Pittsburg, where he said in [he public school building a Roman 
Catholic school W3S maintained, and other examples to show that 
there was real danger. 
: "Christians," said he, "have no more right to introduce the 
Bible in the scbools than Freethinkers have to make a text book 
ofthe ' Age of Reason.''' , _ 

Senator Blair's Universal. S,ab~ath ,bill was analyzed ,and eon

-demned. . He did. not, he said, find fault with the idea of a day 
of rest, but the religious features and the clauses prohibiting sec
ular amusement or work was an infringement of personal rights. 
Theology he spoke of as the "science of ignorance." The 
Religious Amendment party was roundly denounced as desiring a 
union of church and state. The American Sabbath Union, he 
said, was allied to this party. The presidents and principal 
officers of the Women's Christian Temperance Union are vice
presidents of the Religious Amendment organization. This 
party desires to amend the Constitution of the United States so 
as to have the laws administered by only Christian officers. in 
accordance with the principles of the Christian religion. The 
temperance unions and the Prohibitionists, he said, had his 
sympathy and approval in their temperance work, but they were 
ecclesiastical organizations, and so he objected to them. 

The Religious Amendment party was not dangerous alone, but 
the co-operation of the other organizations made it formidable. 

In conclusion Mr. Putnam said he did not wish to interfere 
with any man's belief, but he did not want anyone to interfere 
with his. 

:,He called a meeting of the" Freethinkers' Convention of Cal
ifornia" for next Sunday morning at 10 o'clock. 

EVERY SENSIBLE MAN'S VIEW. 

The sheet-anchors of a free republican government are free
dom of speech and freedom of the press; but liberty of con
science and liberty of thought would be of but little value if un
accompanied by the liberty of utterance and the freedom of 'ex
pression. Just what the political doctrine of "Anarchy" may 
be, or by just what particular mode the Anarchist pr~pose! to 
accomplish results, we do not understand. Perhaps they are de~ 
sirable and perhaps they are not; perhaps they are founded in 
philosophy, high intelligence, humanity, and the most admirable 
principles of political economy, perhaps they are not. We must 
permit the leaders of this party and the teachers of this faith to 
present their views to our intelligence before we condemn them; 
we cannot permit a judicial or executive censorship to come be~ 
tween Anarchists and intelligent citizens to silence the argument 
when being made. All we have the right to demand in the 
name of organized government is, that it shall proceed to no ille
gal extremities, nor take one unlawful step in an illegal direction. 
Anarchists who talk and write in reason may be heard; Anar
chists who throw bombs must be hanged. We know of no rea
son why a policeman should have greater authority to prevent an 
Anarchist band from talking thana Methodist camp-meeting from 
praying. We do not regard Socialists as any more or less re
sponsible for- utterances than Roman Catholics or Mormons, and 
we would be just as jealous of a church as a political organization 
if it took a step in the direction of subverting the' law, and we 
would punish with equal impartiality and severity all illegal acts 
by whomsoever done. Let the ,Anarchists and Socialists of Chi
cago know that .they are at liberty to advocate any political meas
ure however absurd, but that they cannot perform any illegal act 
however -rational. Hence, we are glad to be informed of the 
decision of Judge Tuly of the circuit court of Illinois, restraining 
the Chicago poiice from improper intermeddling with the meet
ings of the Arbiter Bund.-Argonaut. M. 

AMONG THE WORKERS. 

W. S. Bell writes: "I am going to start on a lecture trip to the 
West next April, and would like to gay a word or two to the Lib
eral brethren who may be interested in my lectures. My line of 
travel will be via St. L()uis, Kansas City, Denver, Leadville, 
Salt Lake- City, Sacramento, to San Francisco. I would like to 
have many opportunities to ring my liberty bell, on or near this 
line of travel, as I shall not, in all probability, return the same 
way. From San Francisco I shall follow in the footsteps of my 
illustric)Us predecessors, Dr. York, S. P. Putnam, C. B. Reynolds, 
and B. F. Underwood, in my tour through Oregon, Washington 
territory, and parts of Idaho. I would like to get into corre
spondence with our Liberal friends on this route from Chicago to 
Seattle at once, to arrange for lectures. W. S. B.ELL,' ChicagQi 
Ill., 248- State street. 
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CALL POR A STATE LIBERAL ORGANIZATION. 
~ 

THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 
I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall be 

no longer exempt from just taxation. 
2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued.· 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern
ment shall be abolished; and especially that .the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the' United 
States or. by the governors of the various states, of all rdigious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the bbser
yance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of " Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
lib~rty. 

9. We demand that not only in tIle Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several states, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege Ot advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire· political system shall be founded 
and administered on a purely S;!cular basis; and that whalever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. 

The undersigned citizens of California, realizing that the safety 
of Republican institutions is imperiled, the advance of civilization 
im peded, and the most ~acred rights of man infringed by the least 
interference of the Sjlte in matters of religion, and believing, with 
the Founders of the Republic. that" Eternal vigilance is the price 
of Libertv." herebv invite the Freethinkers and Liberals of Cali
fornia to 'meet in 'Convention at Irving Hall, San Francisco, 
Sunday, January 27, 1889, at 10 o'clock A. M., for the purpose of 
forming an Auxili~ry Association of the American Secular Union, 
to help secure throughout the country practical compliance with 
the above Demands of Liberalism: 

[The following 113 names have been received in addition to the 800 
previously published.] 
F H Johnston, . Henry Roehr, H E Dimock, 
Charles Schmitt, B Long, T L Parsons~ _ 
Charles Oettle, A R 'Woodham, S E Harris, 
C M H~ndel, Samuel McHenry, J J Ruyter, 
Noble Fisht:r, Wm Burg-:ss, Mrs M S Babcock, 
N Scha~lt, II M Johnson, C T Ball, 
C Lages, John Cognn, H G Turner, / 

Chas Kldnsorge, M A Bahcock, H W Talcott, 
\Vm Landerkin, G H Parsons, Robt Bailey, 
Chas Schwartz, J G Rawson, A D Stocking, 
Chas F Wagner, C B Roherts, N Rowland, 
D Birdingham, E E Welker, D P Comandich, 
J Rollizon, J McCollam, Mara Williams, 
Rob:!rt Maxwell, Mrs Emma. Reguin, J C Crenshaw, 
George E. Davis, William Clark, H S Stafford, 
J A VanVolk!!nuurg, C C Harris, Z McPotter, 
Mrs M F Carner, P D Vaughn, John Henninger, 
Geo W Bonds, Chas Hereeman, Jacob Henninger, 
Charles Ward. B F Fletcher, JE Raach, - .i.• 
Sam Dennis, . W S Jones, G U Gilkey, 
Edward Dennis, Robert Owens, C F Thomas, 
L Mag~nhdmer, - Rob't J Gregg, S B Hawes, 
Emma. L Harrison, J B Adams, , Walter J Wheeler, 
A lice M Harrison, H 1\1 Roberts, . 0 F Hart, 
Charle~ Aulman, Ida F Nolan, G S Woolsey, 
Edwin Davis, Mrs T C Kelley, G 0 Woolsey, 
Theodore Lenzen, Thos C Kelley, F C Woolsey, 
R H Schwartz, James F Craven, A J Jenkins, 
M Landorf, G~o A Pleasance, C W Citerley, 
Mrs R H Schwartz, G H Parsley, Henry Haryer, 
Minnie E Park, Joseph H Moore, J A Wise, . 
H M Cottinger, Mike Wc!av~r, Frank P Burgess, 
Max B Schunema.nn, Webster Freeman, A L Reinochl, 
Karl Prt:britz, Mrs A H Pleasance, A H M Ahlstrom, 
H L Hlrsch .. Abner Dimock, Fred Gruby, 
J R Bailey, ._ .. P T Griffith, Peter Jovovich, 
E H Swarthout, Mrs M Jennie Worster, Spire Vuscovich. 
Theodore Rank, C H Worster, 

THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, LL.D., ,PRESIDENT. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary ......•..•...• 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer .•....•..•................ Rochelle, Ill. 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com ....•. 120 Lexington ave., New York 
MATTIE A. FREEMAN, Chair. Fin. Com., 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago. 

PRES. WESTBROOK ON GIRARD COLLEGE AFPAIRS. 

To Ihe Directors and Afembers of the American Secular Union: 
At the last annual Congress of your association a resolution 

was adopted asking me to furnish" a brief report on the status of 
affairs as to Girard College and to suggest if possible a practical 
method that might be made use of to reform the abuse of Chris
tian domination and to restore this institution to conformity with 
the e:{pressed purposes and wishes <;>f the founder, Stephen 
Girard." 

I have delayed my answer to this call in order to thoroughly 
investigate certain preliminary questions regarding the proper 
remedy and course of procedure in bringing the case before the 
civil courts. After much hard work, with occasional consulta
tions with eminent lawyers in Philadelphia, I have full) settled 
this question in my own mind. 
. It would be manifestly unwise to give aid and comfort to our 

opponents, and embarrassment to ourselves, by a full disclosure 
of our case until we are ready to file our papers and to actually 
open the judicial contest. The case could not fail to become a 
most" notable" one, involving several important questions which 
have never been clearly settled by the courts. 

My conclusi~ns may be summarized as follows: 
I. There is without doubt a good cause of legal action against 

the trustees of Girard College for the violation of the express con
ditions of the Will of the founder. The proper policy is not to 
attempt to set aside the Will, but to enforce a strict conformity 
to its provisions. 

2. Although the subject is prfmarily a local one, it 'is a matter 
of public interest throughout our entire country as involvinO' 
questions bearing upon similar trusts already created and th~t 
may hereafter be established. Philadelphians should undoubtedly, 
and must necessarily, take the lead in this contest, but there are 
many reasons why they should ask and receive the countenance 
and financial aid of all friends of right and justice throughout the 
entire land. The interest manifested by the American Secular 
Union is worthy of all commendation, and the offers of pecuniary 
a~d from several of its . members and friends are highlyappre-
CIated. . 

3. The success of a law-suit is always continO'ent. Rufus 
Choate once said, "Divine prescience itself could °not possibly 
foretell the possible finding of a petit jury." The same is tru'e 
with regard to judses. We may fail in the first court. We have 
more hope in the supreme court of Pennsvlvania and still more 
in the supreme court of the United States. I'believe that we 
shoulrl succeed in one of the higher courts. It. is worth the 
effort, and great good could not fail to come out of the full ex
posure of sectarian fraud and bigotry. . 

~ am happy to say that p~blic opinion is growing rapidly in 
PhIladelphia and all over thIS country, against the palpable per
version of Girard's Will, and the courts are bound to feel this 
influence. .The Darrriouth College decision could not possibly 
find favor In our supreme court to-day, and Judge Storey, if on 
the bench now, would be ashamed to make the concessions he 
made in the Girard Will cas.e forty years ago, on queslions not 
really before the court. WhIle the courts of Massachusetts are 
wrangling over the Andover theological trust it is hiO'h time that 
the COU:lS of Pennsylvania were waked up o~ the Gi;ard College 
perverSIon. 

4. I have .by no means aba~doned my purpose to have the 
trustees of GIrard College arraIgned at the bar of justice unle~s 
they speedily change their policy in the matter of the m~ral in
~truction of the orphan students, but the preparation of the case 
IS not the work of a day. It may take several months to settle 
the numerous princip,les of law and practice. No money is 
needed at the present time beyond what I am willing to payout 
of my own pocket. When needed I will not hesitate to ask for 
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it with the assurance that it will be forthcoming. I find Liberals 
of all <:lasses, as well as many persons "professing and calling them
selves Christians," interested in this matter, not excepting the 
Jews and Freemasons, of which latter fraternity Girard was a 
prominent memh.er and a generous benefactor. It would be 
bad policy to "rush" this case. It will "keep," and our views 
are growing in public favor every day. 

5. Thereare other matters that are larger and more uro-ent 
than the Girard will case, and to these I recommend the Am~ri
can Secular Union to devote its attention for the present. I spe
cially note the joint resolution now pending before the Senate of 
th~ United Sta~es, introduced by Senator, Bla,.ir, of New Hamp
shtre. It has Just enough sugar coat to make the Jesuitical poison 
go· down palatably.. Girard College has only about 1 300 
pupils, w?ile there are, or ought to be, more than 13,000:000 
children III the public schools of the United States. The SE-cta
rian fight between Romanists and Protestants over "relio:ion" in 
our public schools will have to be settled by Secul~ist~ and on 
the secular principles of our government. 

The people of this country, if properly warned, will never es
tablish a religious sect (Christianity) under the thin disguise of 
not doing it. But "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty," so 
tet the American Secular Union labor diligently to increase the 
number of local auxiliaries and for the present give its best ener
gies to the. "Nine Demands," and in every consistent way encour
age our LIberal papers and lecturers. Ultimate success is cer
tain, for "ever the truth comes uppermost, and ever is· justice 
done." 

. Finally, allow me to make a practical suggestion. Prqgres~ive 
LIberals are called iconoclasts-"destructive critics" tearino- down 
without an effort to build up. There is too mu~h truth in this 
charge. If we object to the present system of moral instruction 
in Girard College and in our public schools; we are bound to 
show "a more excellent way." What we want is a carefully 
prepared scheme and manual (or general use in schools, showing 
how "the purest, principles ofmorality" can be tauo-ht, utterlv io-
noring theological dogma. Why should not the American Se~
dar Union offer a prize of $1,000 for the best treatise on this 
subject? I would divide it thus: say $500 'or the best, $300 for 
the second best, and $200 for the third best; the awards to be 
made by a carefully-selected committee. Such a work is greatly 
n~eded, and the. copyright would soon pay all expenses of pre
mlUm and pubhcatlOn. I have the plan thoroughly matured in 
my own mind, but can only give this hint here. "This letter is 
already too long, and for further information as to mv views· I 
must refer inquirers to my book, "Girard's Will and Girard Col
lege TheoloJY." R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Philadelphia, January 14, 1889. 

ATTACKING THE TRAINING SCHOOL. 

An, attac~ .was made in the circuit court yesterday on St. 
~a~ s Trammg School for Boys, at Feehanville, and an injunc
tlOn IS ~ought to prevent the county from making another con
tract WIth the school for paying in a certain sum per capita for 
each dependent boy. The complainants are Edward A. Stevens, 
secretary of the .. American Secular Union, and John 1\1. S~iles, 
taxpayers, who sue on behalf of themselves and any other tax
pa}'~r~ wh~ J?ay choose to s?are the expenses. They make St. 
~Tary s Trammg School and ItS board of directors, the county of 
Cook, the board of county commissioners and County Treasurer 
George R. Davi§, defendants. '. . 

The complainants proceed on the recent decision of the 
sup~eme court. in the case .which County Attorney Bliss brought 
agamst the ChIcagO Industnal School for Girls, wherein the court 
held that that institution was sectarian and that the Constitution. 
prohib.its the payment of money to 'such. They say that the 
school is an institution under church ~ontrol within the meaning 
of Section 3. Article 8, of the'Constitution, and that its officers 
propose to get from the county a contract by which it shall nay 
$8 a month for small boys, $7 a month for large boys, and $9 a 
month for cripples, as it has been doing. That the county com
missioners are willing to aid and abet this intent, and that the 
c0!ln.tr treasurer intends to pay the money if the board of com-
JnISSloners make the contract. ' 

Messrs. Stevens and Stiles say that the proposals involve a vio
lation of the public trust reposed in the commissioners ~nd 
county treasurer, because they are contrary to the constitutional 
provisions. It is asserted that among the religious denomina
tions of the world the Roman Catholic church, which is the par
ticular church dominating the training school, has particular 
prominence, is a church of the most elaborate and powerful sort, 
and is provided with an organization of the most efficient de
scription, and is able to sway its members in the most unquali
fied manner. It is alleged that in conducting the training school 
the officers proceed with the object of subserving the interest of 
the Roman church and that the poys for whose support the 
county pays are trained in the Catholic form of worship. The 
c?mplainants say that the present ,contract with the county ex
pIred December 31, and that, though the officers of the school 
and the county commissioners know the supreme court decision, 
they will enter into another contract unless restrained by the 
court. The court is asked to enjoin the defendants from making 
any contract, and also to restrain the training school from suing 
the county.-Chicago Tribune, Sunday, January 13. 

TWO CREEDS. 

When the Athanasian Creed was written no one knows. By 
whom it was written is equally in doubt. It received its name 
from Athanasius in the fourth century, not because he wrote it, but 
because he indorsed it. This creed is still professed by Roman 
Catholics and by Episcopaliam. Tho;;e who can read it and 
preserve their gravity can do nothing less than weep over the 
Cathartic Creed printed. in the adjoining column. The latter 
p03sesses the advantage' of authenticity, having been written by a 
young man employed in the New York Truth S~eker office several 
years ago: 

THE CATHOLIC CREED. THE CATtiARTIC CREED. 
1. Whosoever will be saved, I. Wh030ever shall be saved, 

before all things it is necessary before all things it is necessary 
that he hold the Catholic Faith. that he hold the Cathartic Faith. 

2. Which faith, except every 2. Which Faith, except every 
one do keep whole and unde one"do keep in a hole or on file, 
filed, without doubt he shaH without doubt he shall perish 
perish everlastingly. perpetually. 

3. And the Catholic faith is 3. And the Cathartic Faith is 
this: that we worship one God this: that we conceive of a cir
in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity. cular Triangle and a three-co:

nered Circle. 
4. Neither confounding the 4. Neither rounding the an

Persons, nor dividing the sub gles nor dividing the circum
stance. ference. 

5. For there is one Person of 5. For there is one angle of 
the Father, another of the Son, the Barrel, one of the Bung, and 
and another of the Holy Ghost. another of the Bunghole. 

6. But the head of the Barrel, 6. But the Godhead of the 
of the Bung, and the BungholeFather, of the Son, and of the 
is all one, the hoops within, the Holy Ghost is all one, the glory 

equal, the Majesty co-eternaL staves external. 
7. Such as the Barrel is, such 

is the Bung, and such is the 
7. Such as the Father is, such 

is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Bunghole. ' ,Ghost. 

8. The Barrel is solid, ·the8. The Father uncreate, the 
Bung solid, and the Bunghole Son uncreate, and the Holy 

solid.
Ghost un create. 

9. The Barrel liquid, the 
Bung liquid, and the Bunghole 

9. TheFatherincomprehens
ible, the Son incomprehensible, 


liquid.
and the Holy Ghost incompre
hensible. 

I~. The Barrel gaseous, the 10. The Father eternal, the 
Bung gaseous~ and the Bunghole Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost 

gaseous.
eternal. 

1 I. And yet there are notI I. And yet there are not 
three gaseouses, but one gaseous. three Eternals, but one eternal. 

12. As also there are not12. As also there are not 
three liquids nor three solids,Three Incomprehensibles, nor 
but one liquid and one solid. Three Uncreated; but one Un

created, and one Incompre
hensible. 
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13. So likewise the Father is 13. So like\\:ise the Barrel is 
Almighty, the Son Almighty, empty, the Bung empty, and the 
and the Holy Gh03t Almighty. Bunghole empty. ; 

. 14.· And yetthey are not three 14.. And yet there are· not 
Almighties,. but oae Almighty. three empties, but one half 

emp:y.. . 
1·5. So the Fa~her is .God, the 15. So the Rurel is full, the 

Son is God, and the Holy Ghost. Bung full, and the. Bunghole 
is God. fulL 
. 16. And yet they are not three 16. And yet there are not 
Gods, but one God. three fulls, but a one little too full. 

·17. So Iike,vise the Father is 17 .. So likewise the Barrel is 
Lord, the Son Lord, and the awful, the Bung very awful, and 
Holy Ghost Lord. . . the Bunghole awfully awful. 

lB. And yet not three Lords, lB. And yet not three awfuls, 
but one Lord. . but one rather queer-looking, 

neverthel ess. 
19.' For, like as we are com- 19. For like as we are com

pelled by the Christian verity to pelled by geometrical verity to 
acknowledge every. person by acknowledge every angle by it
himself to be God and Lord; so ~elf to be both Bung and Hole, 
are we forbidden by the Catholic so are we forbidden by the Ca
religion to say, There be three thanic religion to sar there be 
Gods, or three Lords. . three Bungs or three Holes. 

20. The Father is made of. 20. The Barrel is made of 
none: neither· created nor be- staves, neither headed nor hooped 
gotten. up. 

2 I. The Son is of the Father 2 I. The Bung is of the Bar-
alone; not made, nor created, reI alone, neither present nor 
but begotten. absent, but forgo~ten. 

22. The Holy Ghost is of the 22. The Bunghole is of the 
Father, and of the Son; neither Barrel and the Bung, neither 
made, nor created, nor begotten, bored nor cut nor punched, but 
but proceeding. extracted. 

23. So there is one Father, 23. So there is one Barrel, not 
not three Fathers; one Son, not three Barrels; one Bung, not 
three Sons; one Holy Ghost, three Bungs; one Bunghole, not 
no t three Holv Ghosts. three Bungholes. 

24. And in-this Trinity none 24. And in this Trinitv none 
is afore or after other; none'is is ahead nor astern nor abreast 
greater or less than another: but of another; nor as great nor as 
the .whole Three Persons are co- little as another, but the whole 
eternal together, and co-equaL three angles are mysteriously 

rectilinear and quadrilateral. 
25. So that in all things, as is 25. So that in all tbing::;, as is 

aforesaid; the Unity in Trinity, aforesaid, the circular Triangle 
and the Trinity in Unity, is to or the triangular Circle {s to be 
be worshipped. worshipped. 

26. He therefore that will be 26. He therefore that will be 
saved must thus think of the shaved must pay the barber. 
Trini,Y· 

27. Furthermore, it is neces 27. Furthermore it is neces
sary to·· everlasting salvation, sary to everlasting salvation that 
that he also believe rightly the he conceive rightly of the tripar
Inca nation of our Lord Jesus tite Bung. 
Chdst. 

2B. For the right{aith is, that 28. For the truth is that we 
we believe and confess that our believe, or profess to believe, 
LorJ. Jesus Christ, the Son of that the Bung is both Plug and 
God; Is God and Man. Hole. . 

29. God of the Substance of 29. Plug, of the substance of 
the Father, begotten before. the the Barrel, which is within it, 
worlds; and man, of the sub and Hole, of the substance of 
stance of his mother, born in the the Bunghole, which it· sur
world. rounds. 

30. Perfect God. and perfect 30. Perfect Plug and perfect 
man .of a reasonable soul and Hole, of a three-cornered square 
human flesh subsisting. round shape, on disem bottled 

spirits subsisting. 
3L Equal to the Father, as 3I. Equal to the Barrel when 

touching His Godhead: and in touching the Barrel-head, and 
ferior to the Father, as. touching inferior to the Bunghole· when 
His manhood. touching its Bungholiness. 

3z: Who although HebeGod . 32. And although it be both 

and man: yet He is not two, but Plug and Hole, yet it is neither, 
one Christ. but a veritable. Bung. 

33. One, not by conversion 33. Made, not by inserting 
of the Godhead into flesh, but the B~rrel into the Bunghole, 
by taking of the manhood into but by pulling .the Bunghole out 
God. of the Barrel. 
. 34. One altogether, not by 34. Not .by desultory and 
confusion· of substance, but by spasmodic jerking, but b}' a 
unity of Person, union of persons. and a long 

pull, a strong pull, and a pull 
~lltogether. . 

35. For, as the reasonable 35. For as the reasonable cat 
soul and fle:-h is one man; so and dog is one sausage, soB.ung 
God and man is one Christ. and Hole is one Barrel. 

36. Who suff.::red for our sal 36. Which is used as an Ash
vation, descended into hell, ro3e BHrel. descends into the ~ellar, 
again the third day· from the and rises again to the third . story. 
dead . 

. .37. He ascended into Hea- 37. It descends to the side
ven, He sitteth on the right hand walk, sitteth on the thumb:-hand 
of the Father, G~d Almighty, side of the lamp':post, whence it 
from whence he shall come to shall be dumped when the ash-
judge the quick and the dead. cart cometh. .. 

38. At whose coming all men 3B. At whose coming all men 
shall rise again with their bodies, shall close their eyes and take 
and shall give account for their. no account of the dust. 
own works. 

39. And they that have done 39. And the cinders shall be 
good shall go into life everlast sifted and those that are unbumt 
ing, and they that have done shall be given to the ash-:man's 
evil into everlasting fire. wife, and those that are no good 

shall be everlastingly fired. 
. 40. This is the Catholic faith, 40. This is the Cathartic 

which except a man believe Faith, which unless a man be
faithfully, hecannot be saved. lieve ardently and enthusiastl-: 

cally he cannot be physicked. '. 
Bully for the Barrel, for the 

Bung, and for the Bunghole; for 
the hoops are off, the heads al e 
gone, and 'tis a Barrel without 

. ends. Amen. Hooray! 

THE BLAIR EDUCATIONAL BILL. 

.As the United States Constitution now stands, there is a total 
separation between religion and the state; but when the proposed 
Amendment shall have' been adopted, there\vill be a union. 
Which of these shall we favor? is the question before us. The 
Amendment to which we refer is sometimes called the "Blair Edu
cational Amendment," but it would more properly be called the 
"Church and State Amendment," or the 'iBlair Religious Amend
ment" to the Constitution of the United States, t ecause that is 
what it really is. . 

The Amendment is as follows; 
ARTICLE. 

SECTION I. No state shall ever make or maintain any l~w respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. . 

SEC. 2. Each state in this Union shall establish and maintain a system 
of ftee public. schools adequate for the education of all thechildrenJiving 
therein, between the ages of six and sixteen years inclusive, in the com
mon branches of knowledge, and 10 virtue, morahty, and the principles 
of the Christian religion. But no monty raised by taxation imposed by 
law, or any money or other property, or credit belonging to any muni
cipal organization, or to any state, or to the United Sta.es, shall ever be 
appropriated, applied, or given to. the use or purposes of any school, insti
tution, corporation, or person, whereby instruction or· training shall be 
given in the doctrines, tenets, belief, ceremonials, or observance& peculiar 
to any sect, denomination, organization or society, being, or claiming to 
be, religious iri its character; nor shall such peculiar doctrines, tenets, 
belief, ceremonials, or observances,be taught or inculcated in the free 
public schools. , 

SEC. 3. To the end that each state, the United States, and all tf.te peo
ple thereof, may have and preserve governments republican in form and 
in substance, the United Stares shall guaranty to every state, and· to the 
United States, the support and maintenance of such a system of free pu&~
licschools as is herein provided.·· . .. :. '., 

SEC. 4. That Congress shall 'enforce this Article by legislation when 
necessary_ 
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. This amendment to the national Constitution has been pre
sented by Senator Blair, and is now pending. in Congress. It is 
a singular sort of document, . though hardly any more so than 
was to be expected in the promotion of the purpose which un
derlies it, z:e., the establishm.ent of a national religion. The 
proposed Amendment is just about as flatly selt-contradictory as 
any proposition could be. Section I reads: 

No state shall ever make or maintain any law respecting an establish
m~nt of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

The first sentence of section 2 reads: 
Each state in the Union shall establish and maintain a system of free 

public schools adequate for the education of all the ~hi1dren living therein, 
b~lween the ages of six and sixteeen years inclu!>ive, in the common 
branches of knowledge, and in virtue, morality, and the principles of the 
Christian religion. . . 
•. ·That is to say, no state shaH ever make or maintain a law re
specting an establishment of religion; but every state in this Union 
shall make and maintain laws establishing the principles of the 
Christian religion. And to make assurance doubly sure, section 
3 declares that . 

The United States shall guaranty to every state, and to the people of 
every state and oflve United States, the support and maintenance of such 
a system of free public schools as is herein provided. 

And that is to say, the United States government pledges itself 
th~t every state shall establish and maintain the principles .of 
the Christian religion. This proposed Amendment,· therefore, 
at one !::.troke, establishes Christianity as the national religion, be
cause it declares that every state shall maintain the principles of 
the Christian religion in the public schools, and the nation is 
pledged to see, that this is done. Therefore there must be a na
tional decision of some kind declaring just what are the princi
ples of the Christian religion. Then when that decision shall 
have been made, every state w:ll have to 'receive from the nation 
just those prin2iples of religion which the nat~n shall have de
clared to be the principles of the Christian religion, and which 
the nation will have pledged itself shall be taught in the public 
schools of every state. In other words the people of the United 
States will then have to receive their religion from the govern
ment of the United States and no longer from the Bible, as their 
own conscience, enlightened by the spirit of God, may dictate. 
Therefore, if Senator Blair's proposed Amendment to the national 
Constitution does not provide for the establishment and mainte
nance of a national religion, then no religion was ever established 
or maintained in this world. 

But how shall this national decision be made as to \"hat are 
the principles of the Christian religion? It would seem that the 
second sentence of Section 2 makes provision. for this. I t de
clares that no .C instruction or training shal1 be given in the doc
trines, tenets, belief, cere!l1onials, or observances peculiar to any 
sect, denomination, organization, or society, being, or claiming 
to be, religious in its character; nor shall such peculiar doctrines. 
tenets, belief, ceremonials, or observances, be taught or incul
cated in the free public schools.". . 

As therefore no religious tenets, doctrines, or beliefs can be 
taught in the schools, except such as are' common to all denomi
nations of the Christian religion, it will follow inevitably that 
there shall be officially called a national council of the churches 
to decide ,vhat are the principles common to all, and to establish 
a national creed, whiCh shall be enforced and inculcated by national 
power in all the public schools in the United States. And that
,vill be the establishment of a national religion. And that is 
exactly what Senator Blair's Constitutional Amendment assures, 
so surely as it or anything similar to it shall ever be adopted. 
- Another important consideration is this: Under this Amend
ment the teachers in the public schools will have to inculcate the 
principles of the Christian religion. Who are to compose the 
examining bqard that ,shall pass upon the qualifications and 
orthodl)xy of teachers? Assuredly none but the leading theolo
gians in the churches. This will require that such a board shall 
be statedly convened to deal out what shall have been decided 
by each successive council to be the principles of the Christian 
r[!ligion.. 
, It was in thi~ way precisely that the thing was worked in the 

fourth century and onward. Constantin~made Christianity the 
recognized religion of the Roman empire; . -Then it became,at 

once necessary that there should be an imperial decision as to 
what form of Christianity should be the im perial religion. To 
effect this an imperial council was necessary to formulate that 
phase of Christianity which was common to all. The Council 
of Nice was convened by imperial command, and an imperial 
creed was established, which was enforced by imperial power. 
That establishment of an imperial religion ended only in the im
perious despotism of the papacy. 

As surely as the complete establishment of the papacy fol
lowed and grew out of that imperial recognition of Christianity 
in the fourth century, just so surely will the complete establish
ment of a religious despotism· after the living likeness of the 
papacy, follow and grow out of this national recognition of 
Christianity provided for in the Constitutioual Amendment pro
posed by Senator Blair, and which is now pending in Congress . 
-American Sentinel. 

SOME OPINIONS ON LIBERALISM. 

We take the following article from the Truth Seeker because, 
on the whole, its suggestions are excellent. It points, we· believe, 
to what must ultimately become the main object of Liberalism: 
defensive warfare against the church as a political organization, 
and resistance to ecclesiastical encroachment. .In this work we 
must seek the co-operation of all who favor the Nine Demands 
of Liberalism: 

The general principles of Liberalism are right. They are 
easily proved. Every fact in nature is a testimony against church 
dogmas and creeds. As a whole the facts of history furnish evi
dence against church organization~ Yet organized Liberalism 
makes slow progress. Why? 

The church is well equipped for war. Her social and busi
ness influence is a thousand times more than a match for our 
arguments-facts. She m,kes it a social and financial object for 
men and women to pay tribute to her. It is in her power to in
jure those who refuse to do so. Where necessary s~e uses that 
power. Against such power and influence right, justice, and 
truth are of little moment. The majority of people never reason 
beyond dollars and cents. Church theology and church organi
zation are not the same. \Ve see very few pious or even relig
iously inclined people, but many who want to be called Christians. 
Men do not fear the hell of theology, but organized church power 
they do fear. 

The church is constantly doing little things to attract people. 
It builds up its power by catering to the weakness of human 
nature.. The influence of music, women, and social gatherings 
are its elements of strength; the preaching is of little or no ac
count. Not one in twenty of the average church.:goers discusses 
the sermon, but nine-tenths of them can remember all the social 
appointments announced. from the pulpit. The best minister of 
an orthodox church is not the man of great ability and learning, 
but the one of great social qualities, of whom the ladies will s~y, 
" Isn't he lovely I" Efforts made against Christian belief are in 
a great measure lost; the efforts that count are those directed 
against the organization. In Liberalism the church has but 
a feeble opponent. At best it is an unequal fight, but the odds 
might be reduced. Liberalism has been so long showing up the 
follies of religion, etc., that it has not found time to criticise itself. 
A battle cannot be won by simply attacking the weak points of 
the enemy; our own weak points want to be strengthened., It 
is important that we look to ourselves, and tell our faults nght 
out "in meetin'." The word Infidel is not a good one; its use 
is a detriment to the cause. Referring to it in a public address, 
the writer used aDout the following language: "I pave thought 
the epithet Infidel might be made popular as the name of th~ 
great movement in religion that is' to lift the human race from 
the slums of error, and place it on a basis where knowledge and 
not belief will guide its destinies; but am now satisfied that the 
prejudice aO'ainst 'Infidel' is too deep-rooted to be overcome, 
and for th~ good of the cause shall discontinue its use." We 
can throw this word; overboard to ,the advantage of our cause, and 
not sacrifice a single principle~ ·Let us avoid its use, and employ 
the better and mor.e popular term LiberaL Many wil~ aeknowl~ 
{;!clge themselves Liberals who shUll the idea of Infidehty. 
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lVlany of our Liberal writers do not treat Spiritualism with 
proper respect. Spiritualists are Liberals. They are progressive, 
and can always be depended on as anti-church people. We need 
strength. Lose sight of their theories regarding spirit return; that is 
not all there is to SlJiritology. Extend the hand of Liberal. 
friendship. Do not be guilty of saying, "Thou lunatic," for 
there is a chance that they may be right. If they are, the great 
principles of our reform will not be injured thereby. 

Unthinking men and women judge of the merits of a cause 
chiefly by the men who are its leaders or advocates. Thus the· 
church takes great pride in pointing out the good and prosperous 
leaders in the church. This is not argument, but it has more 
weight than a thou!iand sermons on the masses" ho are notcapa
ble of reasoning. :Its force is doubled if a comparison fails to 
show equally substantial men in the Liberal ranks. Now, the 
church is strong arid· can stand the strain of a grea,t many draw
backs. She has her dishonest preachers, deacons, etc., and the 
prayer-meeting always brings out a crop of cranks. But she is 
not troubled thereby. But among Liberals, few in number, a 
bad egg spreads its disagreeable odor over us all; and much to 
our hurt. I remember but one or two Liberals of any promi
nence who have proved· dishonest. Our record is clear in that 
r~spect. 

Religion develops lunatics and cranks in great numbers, but 
Liberals do not set them up as representative Christians; while 
the church always makes a great splurge over an unbalanced 
Liberal. They make him appear at his worst, and claim him as 
a representative of the cause. It goes that way among the peo
ple much to our reproach. 
, A word further on this subject. Cranks are generally made 

by getting one particular idea into their brain and harping on it 
so much that they lose interest in everything else. Then, also, 
men often take up some theory which seems so plain to them 
that they think the world only needs its attention called to it and 
it will adopt it. They promulgate it; try to reform the world; 
the world !doesn't reform, but laughs the reformer to scorn
treats him with deri~ion. His idea is perverted, motive mis
understood, character maligned. He essays to defend himself, 
talks extravagantly and without judgment, broods over his 
wrongs, imagines he is a great reformer, begins 1:0 adopt all 
kinds of uncouth theories, and almost before he knows it devel
ops into a modern crank. Now, if such men, as is often the 
case, make Liberalism a hobby, they do so to its everlasting 
injury. They prevent .many people from joining the ranks. To 
lose them would be gain. They have the right to advocate their 
peculiar idea. They can please their fancy with the thought that 
they are great reformers; but morally they have no right to give 
the impression that the ideas they have form any part of the 
great principles of anti-churchism. Liberals should make an 
effort to keep such men under cover. Make them think they 
were born "five hundred years too soon," when in fact they be
long to the Shaksperean age-anything to keep them quiet
unless they cease to associate their anti-modern theories with 
advanced Liberalism. 

As I have said, we have but little to fear from church creed or 
Christian belief, but everything to fear from their organization. 

We have a great battle to fight with that. We have just one 
point to assault that promises a victory for us. Our entire force 
must be concentrated on this one issue. That this issue'is pre
sented' ,to us is lucky, because it makes it necessary for Liberals 
to unite on a single issue-the one thing we need. The Blair 
bill is a desperate attem pt by the church to attach itself to the 
government. Such a thing never has been attempted in the· 
United States before; and the traditions, the spirit and letter, of 
our Constitution being radically opposed to it, it hardly seems 
possible that the bill can become a law. Yet a fight must be 
made against it; and it is a great opportunity for Liberalism to 
form an organization that will become popular. Rightly man
aged, "the flag above the cross" can be made the popular battle
cry the country over. 

Organization for some special object, with due· regard to 
social requirements, will accomplish more in one year than ten 
years of dis?rganized, hit-and-miss arguments on. a thousand 
different subjects. I do not mean to exclude the mmor matters, 

but, having a chief obje.ct to be attained, keep it as the rallyi ng
point. Now, as a closing summary, I set down the following as 
necessary for the progress of our cause: 

1. The word Infidel must be expunged from our vocabulary. 
2. The friend~hip and co-opera.tion of Spiritualism must be 

courted. 
3. The cranks must be controllerl. 
4. The creeds of the church must be left to die of their old 

age, and our efforts directed against the organization. 
5. Our organization must be more thorough-with some live 

issue-some definite object to be attained. A LIBERAL. 

It is So. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
A Happy New Year to FREETHOUGHT, and herewith a new subscriber 

to help assure its prosperity. The increased siz! has not affected its 
quality. The success of Liberal papers defines the growth of Liberal
ism; if we desire to spread' our ideas and cause them to be respected and 
tolerated, we must support and help increase their circulation. 

Stockton, Cal. W.- F. FREEMAN. 

Prom the Latter-Day Saints' Rest 

To thi! Editors of Freethought: 
We have hired the Kaysville Hall and arranged for lectures by Mr. 

Underwood, January IS, and by Mr. Watts, February 5. I have been 
sending my papers, FREETHOUC,HT, broadcast in this county and shall 
try to get you some new subscrib:!rs. I am ready to add my testimony in 
praise of your paper. It i~ getting already to s~em like the old Truth 
Seeker-indispensable in the household. HECTOR W. HAIGHT. 

Farmington, Utah. 

Tpe Ecclesiastical Conspiracy. 

To thi! Editors of Freethought: 
Is it possible that we are powerless and must sit supinely down and let 

Congress pass that contemptible Blair bill? Is it possible that the peo
ple of the nineteenth century are gullible enough to let a stupid pack of 
imbeciles bind them in fetters? I am a poor talker and no letter-writer, 
but I'll be damned if I don't think something ought to b"! done .. Sound 
the alarm! Seven millions of names petitioning Congress to pass a Sun
day law, and hardly a dissenting voice! I told a friend to-day that I had 
my doubts as to the people of the United States being capable of self
government, and if this Blair bill passes Congress I shall say emphati
cally they are not. B. B. ROCKWOOD. 

San Pasqual, Cal. 

A Subscriber in Perpetuity. 

To thi! Editors of Fruthought: 
Inclosed piease find Call for Liberal Convention, signed by seventeen 

of the Freethinkers of this community. I could have secured many more 
names than I now have if I had not determ,ined before starting out, to 
take only the names of those who can and do indorse all the Demands 
of Liberalism. 

I am more than pleased with FREETHOUGHT•. It is such a brilliant, 
and newsy journal that it is eagerly-yes, I might say almost impatiently 
-waited for each week.' It has come to stay" and don't you forget it" 
(that is, to renew your subscription in time). I expect to be a subscriber 
until old Gabe blows his horn, and by that time the children will know 
so much about Liberalism and so little about Sunday-school and fashion
able superstition that they will take my place as subscribers. 

Hoping that the Convention will be a grand success and that the sub
scription list to FREETHOUGHT will walk right along up mto thousands, 
I remain, Yours truly, J. R. HORSLEY, JR. 

Oak Dale, Cal. 

A Lcng List of Signers to the Call. 

To thi! Editors ofFruthought: 
I herewith return the p!tition for a Lib!ral Organization with seventy

five names. I could easily secur~ five hundred had I been able to make 
a canvass; but not having the time to spare I have only presented it to 
those whom I have met in the ordinary routine of business-w'ith the ex: 
ception of a few days when it was in the hands of Dr. H. M. Johnson, of 
Alpine, and C. W. Garland. . . . . 
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San Di;!go has not less than five thousand Liberals of the different sorts, 
but they are not, asa general rule, aggressive. The leading men and 
public oBicers of the city and co,!nty are larg~ly Agnostics, but are un· 
willing to say so by signing the Call, for two reasons: A portion of them, 
for business reasons, will not take a prominent part in the agitation, and 
many of them do not indorse all of the Nine D.'!man:is. These latter 
vary, but on an average indorse about seven, of them, giving a variety of 
reasons. 

I have not had the courage to ask the signers for contribut~ons of 
money', f6r we'area1l1and poor here~- with no- surplus of money. Still 
the confidence in the future of the town is so great that no one will sell a 
lot so long as he can borrow, beg. or earn enough to live on until the de· 
pression, consequent upon the boom of last year, subsides. 

I am in hop.'!s to be present at the meeting Jim. 29, as I am anxious to 
s~e the caus,! forwarded as fast as possible, knowing that the gospel of 
intelligence versus ignoranc:! and sup.!rstition ought to be promulgated on 
every favorable occasion, and that when religion becomes aggressive it 
must be met in kind. RANFORD WORTHING. 

San Diego, Cal. 

Movements in San Jose. 

To the Editors of Freetnought: 
As you have visited our city on several occasions I believe you will feel 

interested in some of our movements here. At the time you addreised us 
considerable interest was awakened, but of late it seemed as if we were 
all dropping off into a sort of Rip van Winkle sleep; but we have b~en 
most thoroughly aroused by the voice of N. F. Ravlin. Mr. Ravlin was 
for five years the pastor of the Baptist church in this city. During that 
time the church structure was destroyed by fire, but through bis energy 
was soon rebuilt. In the intervening time the society held their meetings 
in the California theatre. Large and commodious as this theatre is, it 
p~oved too small to hold the crowd that thronged to hear their pastor. 
Mr. Ravlin continued to grow and grow until the pulpit grew too small 
fOr him, so about three years ago he stepped down and out of his prison 
house into the hroad fields of progre~sive thought. His growth is simply 
marvelous. Mr. Ravlin is the possessor of strong magnetic powers, com· 
bined with a great heart, and a deep earnestness in the uplifting of hu
manity.. His stay with us depends on the support he receives here, and 
the outlook is most promising. On Sunday evening last the California 
theatre was filled as in the days of yore, and his lecture listened to most 
attentively. At times you could have heard a pin fall. His subject was 
this: "Does the wide-spread development of modern Lib:!ral thought por
tend good or evil to the human family?" The speaker expressed his 
pleasure at meeting so many of his old friends, etc., th::!n entered upon 
his discourse. He said: "The greatest duty of everyone is to provide for 
the development of his own nature. The subject of my discourse this 
evening." he continued, "will be a consideration whether the spirit of 
modern Liberalism is beneficial to that d;velopment or not. All of you 
are aware of the changes that have taken place during the last fifty years. 
Old barriers have been broken, old landmarks swept away; the creeds 
and dogmas of sectarianism are heing laid aside. Men demand a. religion 
as wide as the world, and a love that is as abundant as the air we breathe. 
The spirit influences the clergy as well as the people. Hundreds of young 
clergymen are beginning to lay aside their swaddling clothes and are pre. 
paring to come out of their cradles. The people, however, have far out. 
grown the clergy. The power that is to regenerate the world is a power 

• that is to be found outside the organized institutions of the day. It will 
be just as possible to replace the'railroad with the old stage coach as to 
replace the Liberalism of to-day with the old doctrines. Freedom is in 
the air and a longing for it in every human heart. Put your ear down to 
the earth anywhere and you wil}Jhear it throbbing with the tramp of the 
millions of men and women who are pressing forward to the glorious 
goal of liherty and universal enfranchisement. I have stated the affairs 
of the age just as they are without comment. I do not know whether 
you will think these things good or evil. It is to discuss this question 
that I am here to-night. There is nothing too sacred to be criticised by 
the spirit of the age; we bring everything to the test of reason; there is a 
flood of reason rising, and upon it we will be borne on to fortune. The 

-orthodox preachers say the moral man will be sent to hell: thi~ is an in. 
~ult to every man. _ _ 

f't\: fr~end qf mine was lrin~ on!! s~ck p~d ~e!1r t.in~() de~th~ ~~h~4 

lived a moral life, was a good man. An orthodox minister went to see 
him, and on coming away told the man'li wife that he was sure to die, 
and sure to go to hell. This is. orthodox consolation. Fortunately, the 
man had a reason and courage, was not afraid, so no harm was done; 
but consider how terrible such a religion must be to every timor~us soul. 
Be not a.fraid of this breaking up of old things. If you lose your idols you 
are not worse oB than I am, for I have given up myoid faith and I do not 
regret it. I was on the Pacific Ocean at the time of the eclipse of the 
sun. I watched the waves as they rose and fell, with the winds tumultu. 
ously high. I felt that I would like to control those waves which rose so 
high, for I feared that the ship I was on would be wrecked; but when I 
remembered that the ocean rolls from pole to pole and a third of the way 
around 'the world, I decided that r would not try to interfere ",ith it. 
So with you, my friends. You are on the ocean of truth, which is rising 
with a great tidal wave. The Pacific Ocean is as a dew.drop on the tip 
of a rose leaf compared to this great ocean of truth. You have nothing 
to fear; do not b~ alarmed. It will bear you safely on to wider and no. 
bIer havens than you have hitherto seen. Modern Liberalism heralds 
the coming day when man will be friendly to man, and when all society 
will be, reorganized. 'It is the animating genius of the soul in this world, 
and foretells a glorious immortality of progress." 

These, and many other good things, were received by us at this lecture. 
r hope we shall have his brave, ringing words at ourState Convention. 

San Jose, Cal. MRS. R. H. SCHWARTZ. 

LILIAN'S STORY. 

After much solicftation, Miss Andrews has consented to furnish 
the readers of this journal with a continued or serial story. An
nouncement of this event was inadvertently omitted from our 
last, but perhaps an announcement loses none of its attractive
ness when accompanied by its fulfilment, as in the present case. 
If the interest of the readers in this story proves as strong as we 
anticipate, our faci'ities for supplying the demand thus created 
"ill be severely taxed. \Ve have not read any chapter of the 
novel except the first. and are not, therefore, prepared to state its 
moral. Our impression, however, is that Lilian will show, before 
the narrative closes, that subscribers whose time is out, should 
hasten to renew. The title of our story is the suggestive one of 

PARKER & CO. 

By A. LILIAN ANDREWS, AUTHOR OF "ONE PENNY," "NELLIE'S 


MONKEY," AND OTHER TALES. 

CHAPTER 1. 

"I don't think one of us ought to go and live with uncle, for 
when mother died she told us to stay togeth~r," said Anita. 

There were ten of the Parkers. Their mother and father were 
dead four years, and they had used all the money that had been 
left, and their uncle had offered to take one of them to live with 
him But they did not want to part. There was Anita, who 
was the oldest. Bert was next; then came Grace and Ted; then 
the twins, Bessie and Jessie; then Mabel and Frankie, and Baby 
Maisy, who was four and a half; and there was their little cous
in, who was one and a half. They lived in a ltttle house with 
five rooms in it. The house was in the woods. 

"1 don't think one of us ought to go to live with uncle," said 
Anita. 

"We will have to tell him no," said Bert. 
Before the next day, when uncle Bert came, they had -had a 

meeting and decided what to tell him . 
The next morning their uncle rode up to the door, and said: 
"I can't stop a minute." 
"Well," replied Anita, "we have decided that--" 

(To be ConHnued.) 

DR. ANDREW D. WHITE'S "New Chapters in th: Warfare -of 
Science" are to be resumed in the February number of the Pop
ular Science Monthly. Dr. White has devoted several years to 
the investigation of this subject, and is now in Europe making an 
exhaustive examination of the libraries there for additional ma
terial, which shall enable him to continue -his remarkable account 
of the persistent dominance of delusion in the human mind. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to al1 drinks, cure dyi. 
pepsia, promote digestion, and ree-ulate the boweb. - Try them. A. G, 
WQod, J23 Eddy $t., S. F. • if 
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WATOHFUL ·WATOH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who. has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $II,$12.50, $15.50, and $)9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof ca~e, $2 extra. In best op~n-face, dust-proof filled Gold <;ase, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, 1PI7.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV; cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

TH E CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $J9.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in _ 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.~All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
. $20, $26; I4·karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter ~ecial fine artistic 

embossed cases, set with Diamonds and otlier jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150;' do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented . 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. - A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Sdect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses ...... , . _ $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons .. $3·40 

Gold do., $5 and. _....... _.... ... 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz. 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read • Silver Thimbles .................. ; .. . ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 .. . 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one. .. 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ................. . ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives.. 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ................... _.. ·75 

" Forks.. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to ... .. 10.00 
Teaspoons.. 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to ... _.• -.. 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $I; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
.. N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON.. , of Edinlmrgh. Scot-

I ; ~ .'l~rl:.&:~,,~;.~r;: U~~~~~-;l~~~ 1;1~1 :,:,\i~Je~, ~;~~ ~.l4~!I;~:f~c~i~-e.r~~ 
"t.",·ut" lIo:-i .. ty. It I. nc,v, 1lt:II'U I II\:, and "ery In.&.ruc&.lve.u 

& Lt the most lJU\IILa.r and compreh~nsive lxlok trenting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~,~ ~l1~e~~t:!":~ ~n:II!IC;:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical. presentation ot~')It:dical COllllllon Senile·' wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, l!bowin~ new mean~· by whICh t l:CY may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physIcians, clergymen, crit ·cs, aud litemt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubjecLB E"SJX'cinlly important to young me N eo veryone who .. wants to know, yuu kuow," will" find it interestlll Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t Ultroduced, consistsofa~riti!A NEW·

, of beautiful ~·..lo.·t."d "D"tcJ~ 

~:,1 ;:y,!fo\~~lll~~"~~~~:i'!~~'<\;~l;~~~ ':~~:~r:itgg!~~~Jrct 
selling AGE N TS who h:we already found n J:old mine in it. Hr.

work for Koehler writ.:lI: .. I flUid the tiNt silt booJt! in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at speciiU rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

a 16-p¥e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. red\ white an4FREE~lut' Clrculars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', Oeuitn. McY/l,t.hJfI. 
Standard Edition, '3"~5 ~ Same print and UJustmtions, the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 

JII1JUUY WLL PI1B. (0.. 129 (N.) East 28tb St.. l\tW Jork. 

I 

THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D•• 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and EthiCS"\ Sets fort~ the ~erits of ~oral suasi~~ as opposed 
Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force In setthng the hquor questIOn. 

J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office 

and 
his 

· 
Do.:tor 

mltldle
seminal 

"Prlvate 
a-n 

many 
be 

J\Rf*~~tih~t~~t1rA~ 
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the m<.st successful (in
spec'alty) as his ,'ractire will 
surely j'ro'·e. The 
treats all thol'e peculiar dis
ea.qt s of young and 
ageli men such as 
weakne~s. impotency, &c., rll
suiting from indescretiou and 
ignor-:.nce of youth. Those who 
ale ail ng should 8end ten 11(') 
cents for his h(lok. 
Coun~ellor," 8etting forth 
external Application-

A PO~ITIVE CURE 
The book is worth 

times its cost, Yond should 
read by the r/lung for Instruc 
tion amI the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Enve)ope~ used. The bo~k spoken of sent sealed. 

Addres.s, DR. l{. P. ~'ELLOWS. VINELAND, NEW JERSKY. . 
~ay where you saw this Advertisement. . 

[From the Wa.'lh:ngtoll National View.] 
n~. Fellows. of Vineland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

se~vlces to aU those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
sklliful physician. Similiar artvert'seroents from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed aIJd exposed hy the presl', 
bu~. Dr. Fellows, a specfali>t. in hiS line, stands foremost 
in hi.s professi 'no and the encomiums s··lOwered IIpon him 
publicly as well as in prIvate. are i!attering evidellces of · 
tue high al'prec;ation and cOllfldence h:s long and conllc 'en
tious devolion to h a speciahies in hid p oft-8sion have so 
Justly merited for lJim, and it is safe to tmst him. _ . 

A Testinlonlal. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. ]2, ]888.

DR. R. P. FELT.OlrS-Dear Sir:· The remedy you sent ·· 
!s working like_a cba.rm. 1 ~m completely surprised the way
It acts upou the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss. (seminal weakn{'ss) is coming out a.11 
right. YOIUI! res) ectfully, J. R. · 

REMARKs-The above i8 a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testilllonials re<;eived from all parts of the United States. 
fro~ youl!g. IDlddle·aged lind elderly men, suffering frum 
val'lous klDds of sexual complaints, but who a ·e now cur(:d 
by my ExtelUal A).plication. the grelotest of all known 
remedies for this clas" of di':leases. j>. 6 I am an out·and-out 
Lib.eral I trust the Freeth'nkt-rs of the Land will give me 
~~i~tra~rd~:t~~."nd not waste their t1)~. ~~~~~:: on 

J4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 karat Golll, sma .. 1 s~re Ba.dge Pio........ .......... 200 
14 karat GJId, small sIze Ballge Pin.................. 2 75 
It karaT. GI>ld, small size Bad~e Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 IJt) 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge l'!n...................... 3 00 
J4 karat Gold. Large Badge Pm...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat G;>ld, Sma I Charm (for watch chair.).. . .... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Cbarm lfor watch chain)....... 5 (;0
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 ka.rat Gold, LarlIe Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This is a full-hodied diamond, s('t. so that it ·may be 
cleaned from the revelse side and never lose its brilliancy 
8ent~dn:rt~~~;ya~~}~:d'elf:~d~i:!.~:.nd guaranteed 0.8 rep~e- : 


PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 

504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. Cal. 


S. P. TAYLOR & co., 
Manuf"cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, lvnvs, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer· So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

. 414 and 416 Clay.st, S. F. 

http:8ent~dn:rt~~~;ya~~}~:d'elf:~d~i:!.~:.nd
http:II,$12.50
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Pf\(~lrIC Cj\RRIAGE C(). 

BUSINDSS OFFICE,11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

·Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S . W Corners Kearny and Sutter St'!


Telephone 1950. 


J A. REED. 
FIR3T-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guarante;:d. Re· 
pairing n~ally done. lmvile the readers of this 
paper to glVI! me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

~75 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The OpEm Court· Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. 'Paul Caru5, Editor. 

The Open C~urt b a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new'world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought b.:aring on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

~ Terms, $2 peryear. $1 for six months. 
50' cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

LUGIFE R THE LIGHT-BEARER. 
DEVOTED TO THE 

Frank and fearless discussion of basic principles 
in the field of governmental and social reform. 

For more than eighteen months this paper and 
its publishers have been prosecuted in the courts 
by the agents of tht! Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleged violations of the U. S. postal laws. 

Published weekly at Valley Falls, Kansas, at 
$ I .25 per annum. Specimen copies free. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholic Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. Idesire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, 'with -67 engrav. 
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

LATEST· FJ-\SHIONS. 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR....................................................
 .$25.gg
DRESS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 3~00 
PANTS TO ORDER POR ............ ,' ............................. ,...... . 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~.A.S. F. :SUFl.G-DlJ:.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

A BRIEF HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIA.N Iv~ TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
infamous, distinction of being dangerc)Us only to 
those who confide in him." 

By ]Al\IESG. MAGUIRE,]udge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address. 
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
AD Important work by Gibbon, . the historian. Compris
Illg aU that relates to the pro~ress of the Christia.n reli 
gion in "The Hiator.i of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vinrlication (never bl·fore published in 
this country) of Borne paslS3.ges in the 15th an'. 16th cha.p. 
tera, by Edward Gibbon. Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Ecitor, inclUding variorum 
notes by Guizot, Wenck. Milman, "an English Church. 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 palCes. 
Cloth. With Engravings. Price,·11 50. 

ROBERT O. INOERSOLL~ 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itsell. and the national an· 
Ulem entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; 6 cop
tes, 26 centaj 26 copies. IL 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
.)rL,IAWi of the Moral and Physical World. By Baron 
D'lIolbach. A. new and lmprond edition, wiUl DO$ea bl 
~ Two "olumOi Ia oae. Price, ti. 

REMSBURU·s VVORKS. 

False Claims. Price (0 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ':'l~tisticst sho~ing. t~e creeds 

.of the prisoners m the pemtenllanes; th.e 
Church and Civilization; the Church and SCI
ence· the Church and !:.earning; the Church 
and liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
}{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

fathers of the Republic. raine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price_ IS cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices S~nc
tioned by ~CTipture; Falsehood and Decepllon; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of lonquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Into)eran.ce and 
Persecution' Injustice to Woman; Unkmdness 
to Children; Cruelty to ~nimals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty a~d Vagr.an
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; O~scemty. Pn~e, 
single copies, 25 cents; ~ ~oples, $1. SpeCial 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath·Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of vie~. . La~ge and 
handsome print. The queshon IS discussed 
under the following hea(ls: Origin of the. S~b
balic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the, Ch~'lstJan 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Exan~m.atlO~ of 
\"unday Arguments; Origm of Chnstlan Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers;.the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puntan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l hristi~n Rer~rmers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogatlon of Sunday 
Laws. ~ Price, 25 cents; 6 copies. $(. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Prancisco. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones or the Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S W.ay, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Dlana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

http:Into)eran.ce
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CONVENTION 

- OF THE-

LIBERALS OF CALIFORNIA 

AT . IRVING HALL, 139 POS'T STREET, 


SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 28-AND 29, 1889. 

COMMENCING SUNDAY, AT 10 A. M. 

Sunday Evening, at 8 o'clock, addresses by H<;>N. A. SCHELL and SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

Monday Evening, at 8 o'clock, addresses by JUDGE J. W. NORTH and others. 

Tuesday Evening, at 8 o'clock,· 

-~,-GRAND PAIN E. CELEBRATION,========
Addres~es by F. SCHUENEMAN-POTT and others. 

MUSIC, POEM~ AND RECITATIONS. ADMISSION FREE. ALL ARE INVITED. 

PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHI FOR -1889• 
.. ... 

1n order to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at the same time to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following 

. Premiums to getters 'up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) ... KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FI ELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

d Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

" rrhree New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and 
INGERSOLL~S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

" Flour New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A most Magnifi
cent Volume). 

" Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) . VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half 
Morocco, (1110St elegant style,- $4 ed). 

~, Six New Subscribers ($12) . INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS. ALONE .ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

/ VOLTAIRE'S RO;\fANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS' ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50, 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00, 
Any of these works will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscriptio~ price: 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY $T. $AN Fft~NC'SOQf 



Freethought. 

A LIBERAL JOURNAL. 

VOL. II-No.5. SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1889. PRICE, TEN CENTS 

Entered at the Postoffice at San Fra.ncisco, Cal.. as Second-class Mail Matter Jan. , I88S· 

FREETHOUGHT. 
.1'.' 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, } .
GEO. E. MACDONALD, EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. 

Address all commullications, anti make all Drafts, Checks, ana 
Money Orders payaole 'to Putnam &> lIfacdol1ald, 504 Kearny Strut, 
San Francisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT 'will oem/plied Ie the trade oy 
tlu San Francisco Nnos CompallY. 

SAN FRANCISCO, FEBRUARY 2, 1889 

THE CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 

There has been a 'Liberal C~~vention in the air for the past two 
months, and last Sunday it materialized at Irving Hall, San 
francisco. It opened at 10 o'clock A.M., with some two hundred 
and fifty persons present, and an amount of enthusiasm that 
needed only to be gently stirred to manifest itself in vociferous 
cheers. The delegation from the country was large. Owen T. 
Davies left his ranch at Brighton to run itself; Mr. John Jones 
from Inyo county allowed his Round Valley mill to clatter away 
without his attention; \V. H. Pepper, of Petaluma, let his nursery 
grow or otherwise while he came to the convention; from the 
Red Mountain vineyard of Stanislaus county the Hon. Abram 
Schell brought himself and better half; R. F. Grigsby's mine at 
Calistog~ was for a season minus its expert; Messrs. Schou and 
H~elke and Broneer and Arper and others from Oakland and the 

.oqtlying districts of Alameda .county, crossed the bay in -the 
gorgeous sunshine; and so, with the many not here mentioned, 
there was a representative gathering. The city, of course, 
furnished the majority of those present. 

The meeting came to order to listen to an address by S. P. 
Putnam on " Organization: Its Necessity and Its Methods." The 
speaker defined briefly the meaning of Freethought, its purpQse, 
and its general policy. ~e spoke substantially as follows, being 
frequently interrupted by applause: 

"Freet~ought represents the new era of humanity. It stands for the 
highest civilization, and must' take the place of the religions of the world. 
Its objects are three-fold-moral, intellectual, and political. 

"Freethought means truth, all the truth that is possible to the human 
mind. Freethought also means living truth--truth applied. It is virtue. 
It is morality. It is social development. It is sweeter, happier homes. It 
is broad, beautifufhuman progress. 

"Freethought is also political, not in a party sense, but representing th~ 
fundamental life of the Republic. All are citizens in the Republic-and 
therefore the Republic must stand for absolute liberty and justice. There 
must be a total· separation of church and state. . The union of these is 
the greatest tyranny.' . 

"Intellectual and social ad vance depends mainly on local societies. Each 
society must have its independent life and work according' to its environ
ment,. There is no authority in Freethought. Attraction is its law. 
Spontaneous work is the most successful work. The American Secular 

Union must be limited in its objects. It can not embrace all of life; it is 
essentially a political organization. Intellectual and moral improvement 
as such must come by other associations. Membership in this organiza
tion does not preclude membership in any other organization. There is 
no belief or non-belief in the articles of agreement. The Union is simply 
for the defense of rights, and for no other purpose-and there can be no 
more important purpose than this. The Spiritualist, the Materialist, the 
Liberal Christian, the Jew. the Agnostic, the Deist, all can work in 
harmony upon this universal platform. 

"The existence of antagonistic organizations, the Religio'Js Amendment 
party, th! American Sabbath Union, the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, and the enormous assumptions of the Romish church compel 
Liberals to unite for common protection." 

At the close of his address, Mr. Putnam read the Anti-Sabbath 
petition, and urged that everybody should sign it. He then an
nounced that the election of temporary officers was in order, and 
he would name first, as president, a man who had always been 
identified with reform, not only on this coast but in the East and 
North; who would bring to the p~sition the result of years of ex
perience in state and national work. He spoke of Judge J. W. 
North, of Oleander. 

As soon as the name was mentioned it became apparent that 
the president of the California State Liberal Union was elected. 
The judge took the chair amid hearty applause. Those who 
had been at a loss to know who should be the standard bearer of 
the new movement got over their doubts at once, and placed 
themselves in an attitude of expectant attention. Judge North is 
a man above sixty years of age, tall, silver-haired, \vith dignified 
bearing and a countenance which kindness and intelligence com
bine to make unusually attractive. "All my life," said Judge 
North, in his address, "I have been a reformer, but I never 
knew a time when work for reform was more necessary than 
now. Influences against freedom are perpetually at work; at 
present they have taken on a fresh degree of activity. It is 
worthy of our attention when six millions of Protestants present 
a petition to Congress asking for national legislation in favor of 
a religious Sabbath, and when by the act of a cardinal seven 
millions of Catholics are enrolled as indorsing the movement. 
Now/' said the judge, "I take pride in saying·that I am a Free· 
thinker. It is a happy and proud confession. We seek to in .. 
fringe on the rights of no man, woman, or child. We have 
never sought to curtail the liberties of Christians. The question 
now before us is, Shall we permit them to curtail ours? It is 
through the services of Freethinkers that the liberty established 
by our fathers has been in a measure preserved to us. Let it 
be our duty to defend that liberty and hand it down to the 
children that ,shall come after us. We are proud, therefore, to 
call ourselves Freethinkers. The word is not always popular, 
but. for myself, I glory in that name. Freethought is the only 
valuable thought-the only thought that is worth anything. If 
in any court it can be shown that an act is performed under com
pulsion. that there was not freedom to act otherwise, then the 
act becomes null and void. Sowilh a thought; without freedom 
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it is invalid. It is for the freedom which makes thought valid 
and genuine that we are laboring. 

" Freethought has before it two kinds of work-destructive 
and constructive; and while upon the latter there cannot be laid 
too much emphasis, the former is none the less necessary. Some
bodv must deny falsehoods. Gentler natures, like Whittier's, say 
no pleadingly; stronger ones must speak their wod of dissent 
positively and aggressively, to arouse the indifferent to the 
necessity of action. We must say no·! The weeds, must be 
pulled, that a better growth may follow. We begin to-day a work 
that is to last for generations. Not in our day shall we see the 
realization of all-that perfect liberty of thought demands. And 
if we are few, we have this to encourage us: the enlightened 
minds of the world are with us; nature is with us; and all history, 
all experience, and all facts are our faithful allies. 

"Before the assault of these superstition will ultimately disap
pear,· but work is necessary. It must be done not only at all 
place, but at all time-e.verywhere, every month, every week in 
the year. Just at the present time the Sunday is given over to 
the ministers by general consent; they own it, or claim to, and 
the religious people look with horror upon any service that is 
not a religious one on that day. It is left for Freethinkers to 
vindicate the words of Christ, " the Sabbath is made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath." Each individual is lord of the Sabbath, to 
deal with it as he will. The nonsense that we must observe it at 
the dictation of priests is a nonsense that the human mind should 
get rid of with the least possible delay." 

. If the amount of satisfaction this address gave to the members 
of the convention could be measured by the warmth of its re
ception, it was great. There were fervent responses from dif
ferent parts of the hall frequently, and applause from all parts 
constantly. 

The next business was the election of a temporary secretary. 
This officer was found in the person of Mr. Emil S. Lemme, 
a young man of unlimited enthusiasm and untiring energy as 
a worker. Mr. Lemme went into office by a unanimous vote. 

It seems almost unnecessary to say that the treasurership 
fell to the lot of Mr. A. H. Schou, of Oakland. Mr. Schou has 
been financier at all the meetings held here and in Oakland, 
and he will have charge of the sack of the California State 
Liberal Union. This by virtue of a unanimous vote. 

After the adoption of an order of business as outlined in the 
vills, l\Ir. Putnam said he would introduce a feature not included 
.in the program. He proposed a collection for general purposes, 
which was taken up with most gratifying results. 

A pleasing surprise followed in the address of the ex-Rev. J. 
E. Higgins, who was introduced as an evoluted preacher. Mr. 
Higgins said this was new business for him. It had been ~OIne 
years since his orthodoxy began to desert him, and in those 
v.ears he had drifted in uncertain waters. The great questions of . 
human ·duties presented themselves, but he had given up the old 
solution, and saw no new one until, within a comparatively short 
time, he found it within the realm of absolute Freethought. Mr. 
Higgins stated that he was now convinced that man had not only 
created all Bibles, but also all the authors of all Bibles. Every 
deity, every book, every bad thought, every good sentiment, all 
had their origin in the human mind. 

The speaker gave no credit to Christianity for the civilization 
of the world. What we do know is that religion has always im
peded progress; what we do not know is ~lOw. infinitely better <?ff 
the world would now be but for the retardmg mfluences of Chns
tianiLV. On the score of cruelty and brutality there is little choice 
between the two sects. Catholicism has persecuted to the extent 
of its ability, and the crimes of Protestantism have been bounded 
only by its power. The Puritans came to this country to estab
lish religious liberty, and were its worst violators. The old 
Adam and the old serpent is in them all. 

Mr. Higgins made an excellent impression. He is still a 
young man, and ought to do a good deal of work for the cause. 
He certainly has the ability and the will. At the point occupied 
by this paragraph the meeting adjourned. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 
When the convention came to order in the afternoon the hall 

was about half filled, and there was another pleasant surprise in 

store. The Tllrnerbunds of this cOJ.st were having a convention 
also, and they sent to the Liberal organization their delegates 
bearing words of greeting from OUf German co-workers. The 
delegates were invited to seats on the platform and introduced by 

---. the president. The greeting sent was as follows: 
To the Convention of/he Liberalr of California assem!Jltd at Irving 

Hall: 
At the convention of the delegates of the Turners of the Pacific Coast, 

held this day at the Hall of the San Francisco Turnverein, the following 
resolutions were adopted: 

Ruolved, That we send our greeting and express our sympathy to the 
Liberals of California in their efforts in behalf of Freethought ~I}~. per
sonal Liberty, and in their opposition to oppressive and'sumptuary legis
lation; and that we, the Tllrners of the Pacific Coast, hereby expn:!ss our
selves to be in full accord with the aims and objects of the Liberals of Cal
ifornia. 

. • Resolved, That we will give our aid, by word and deed, to the cause 
of organizing a branch of the American Secular Union on this coast. 

Resolved, That this meeting give three hearty cheers to the Convention 
of Liberals assembled at Irving Hall. 

Signed, F. ATTINGER, }
W. SCHROEDER, Committee. 

January 27, 1889. ERNEST BRAND, 

Anything so handsome as this merited a response. One was 
therefore prepared by S. P. Putnam and read at once. This is it: 

Resolved, That the California State Liberal Union declares its cordial 
co.operation with the purpose of the Turners of the Pacific Coast, to main
tain personallib!rty. and inthe fraternal greeting of this body to the Union 
recognize a cheering expression of public sentiment in favor of true we 
American Republicanism. 

Resolved, That the California State Liberal Union extends to the 
Turners of tbe Pacific Coast the hand of fellowship as to soldiers of hu
manity battling for the ~ame great .cause of justice and progress; and 
under the same flag will stand side by sUe for the Constitution as it is, 
for equal rights and impartial liberty, in a nation where churcn and state 
are to be forever separate. ~ 

At this moment there was a good deal of enthusiasm. The 
greeti!1g was accepted and the response indorsed by a unanimous 
rising vote, and three rousing cheers, led by the chairman, went 
up for the Turners and their delegates. Messrs. Schou, Lund, 
and Putnam were appointed a committee to bear the response to 
the Turnerbund. 

A committee had been previously appointed for drafting articles 
of organization, the members being N. D. Goodell, J. E. Jones,
J. Vostrovsky, John Robinett, and Geo. E. 'Macdonald. Such 
of the committee as were present agreed on the following: 
PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBERAL 

UNION. 
Realizing that the safety of Republican institutions is imperiled, the 

advance of civilization impeded, and the most sacred rights of man in
fringed by the least interference of the state in matters of religion, we 
hen:by organize the California Stase Liberal Union to help ~ecure, 
throughout this state and the United States, practical compliance with 
the principles of the American Secular llnion and the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism. 

CO:,\STITUTION. 
ARTICLE I.-The name of this organization shall be the California 

State Liberal Union. ' 
GENERAL OBJECT. 

ART. II.-Total separation of Church and State. 
SPECIFIC OBJECTS. 

ART. IlL-As a means to accomplish the General Object we indorse 
the following • 

DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM: 
J.. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall be 

no longer exempt from just taxation. ' 
2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall ceas!!. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern
ment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as 'a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the Unitcd 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. . 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under .the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in· its stead. . 

..,. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser. 
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 
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8. We d<!mand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" cent. have the aud,tcity. and presumption to dictate legislation for 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con ninety-five per cent. Think of the result of putting God and 
formed to the requirements of natural morality; equal rights, and impartial Jesus Christ in the Constitution as rulers of the nation. Of course 
liberty. ' neither God nor Christ could b~ expected to administer affairs. 9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several states, but also in the practical administration of the The carrying out of their supposed will would be left in the hands 
same, no privilege OI advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any of the priests as mouthpieces, and we should have a hierarchy. 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall b;! founded Our fathers, when they established this government, did the best 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes they could for liberty; but they could not abolish slavery. It
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and cost a million lives to do that. We imagine we have a divorce of promptly made. 

MODE OF WORK • church and state, but we have not, and the question is whether 
. ART. IV.-The means employed to secure compliance with the fore we shall bring about a peaceful separation, or whether religious 

going Demands shall be Lectures, Conventions, and Agitation through domination, like slavery, shall go down in blood. 
the rostrum and Freethougbt press. . "They tell us that if religion is a good thing, we cannot have 

MEMBERSHIP. too much of it in the state. History teaches otherwise. AnART. V.-AU persons indorsing the Demands of Liberalism, and de
siring to forward those principles, may become members of this Union other thing, Christianity.(is not based upon sufficient evidence to 
by signing these articles. support its claim. Darwin rejected it for this reason. Mr. Moody 

, OFFICERS.' , will say that all the Bible is true, to the dotting of an t' and the 
ART. VI.-The officers of the California State S;!cular Union shall crossing of a 1,- if not, we should build a monument, heaven high 

consist of PresIdent, Vice.Presidents, Secretary, and Treasurer, and an to Paine and Voltaire I The other evening Mr. Moody mad~Executive Committee of nine members, who, together with the President, 
First Vice· President, Secretary, and Treasurer, shall constitute a Board the statement that the gospel of St. Mark was written twelve years 
of Directors, who, shall be intrusted with the general management and after the events occurred which he professed to describe. A dozen 
control of the Union. educated clergymen, who knew that the statement was false, sat 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. upon the platform, but they made no protest. Are these cler .. 
, ART. VII.-The officers shall be- elected annually, and shall-hold gymen honest? These same clergymen know that they are not office untIl their successors are elected. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. preaching Christianity as taught by Christ. Draper says that Chris

ART. VIII.-The duties of officers shall be those generally pertaining tianity came from Africa, and that Augustine, a man whom nei· 


to the President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 'Board of Directors. ther Jesus nor the Apostles ever heard of, had more influence in 

Anyone can see that there is ,little new or original in the fore settling the tenets of Christianity than any other person. They 

going production. T.he Demands of Liberalism, especially, are know that in the Bible there is no mention of a spiritual fall until 
familiar to all; nevertheless each of the nine paragraphs was Paul invented it. The penalty imposed upon Adam and Eve 
cheered, and the Preamble and Constitution were adopted with was physical merely. God threatened Adam and Eve with death 
out dissent. Except that a reporter who borrowed the document as a penalty for pisobedience-that is, for becoming wise. Satan 
to copy it put it in his pocket and disappeared, it would doubtless assured them that no such penalty would be inflicted upon them; 
have been numerously signed upon the spot. but that, on the other hand, they would become enlightened. 

Judge North delivered the address of the afternoon. He re The story makes Satan the first champion of knowledge, and 
viewed the Sunday business thoroughly. Having been in the God the first champion of ignorance. It also makes Satan a 
legislature he knew something about the way the ministers work truthful character, as God afterwards admitted when he said that 
on the members. He said that the RepUblicans were humbugged the man and woman had become as gods, knowing good and 
by the clergy into believing that the people of the state were en evil. The penalty upon the man was labor, upon woman pain; 
thusiastic for a Sunday law, but the Republicans did not sanction not the slightest reference to any such thing as a fall, a 40gma 
a religious day. The people, however, understood it to be such, now repudiated by the most enlightened clergymen of the present
and their delusion was fostered by the Democrats, who made an time. The clergy are a"are that there is no truth in the miracu
anti-Sunday issue and carried the state. The speaker thought lous birth and origin of Christ. They know that the genealogies 
the Republicans would probably let the question alone after their given of him in the New Testament are worthless, as they are 
experience with it, and the Democrats are not likely to change contradictory, and at best give merely the genealogy, of Joseph, 
their position. who was not related to Jesus at all. These dogmas with regard 

to Christ are what the National Reformers wish to incorporate in "If," said the speaker, "I should ask the question where the 
the Constitution, and every man who swears to support the ConSunday observance originated, there are doubtless many, even in 
stitution will be obliged to take an oath to support these _ mythsthis audience, who cannot tell. In a congregation of Christians 
and absurdities. It is time for honest men 'to speak out." there 'would probably be none who know. We know that the 

Old Testament Sabbath is Saturday. In the New we find that the The foregoing is but an imperfect synopsis of Judge North's 
apostles met on the first day of the week to celebrate the resur excellent address. A great many hearty rounds of applause which 
rection of Christ, but it was not a Sabbath, and they attached no it evoked must be taken without mention. 
holiness to it. This originated with Constantine, who appointed Mr. Schell, of Knight's Ferry, speaking briefly on the Sunday 
the pagan day of the sun as a Sunday for Christians and pagans, petition, said there should be a closer scrutiny of the six million 
as he favored both. Constantine was impartial toward pagans signatures presented to Congress. Nobody heard of this petition 
and Christians, and the coins of the realm had Apollo on one until it was suddenly sprung upon the country with this great 
side and Christ on the other. The Sunday was as much for one number of names attached. Mr. Schell said he believed half of 
as th.e other, though Constantine was so much a pagan that when them were forgeries, copies from town records, gravestones, and 
he dled the pagans deified him. The early Christians did not check lists. The matter should be investigated. 
keep Sunday. Martin Luther had nei reverence for it and told Mr. Thomas Arper, of Oakland, thought the movement to put 
his congregation to ride on it and dance on it. Christ or the Christ in the Constitution would be opposed by the common 
apostles never heard of it. sense of the public. Christ is dead, defunct, and long since de

"There is a longing among Christians for power, Protestants ceased. Ifwe are to have a king, the people will insist upon 
equal to Catholics. They want to put into the Constitution their putting in a live mario 
creed and their God and his son. When this is done every man Mr. Putman made the remark that all present would be given 
who swears to uphold the Constitutions wears at the same time to an opportunity to subscribe for FREETHOUGHT. 

support the Christian religion. This is defended by members of Mr. Faust suggested that every person should "improve the oc
the National Reform party, who openly hold that none but Chris casion to sign the anti-Sabbath petition. 
tians are fit for either office or citizenship. But supposing one Prof. W. H. Holmes, who seemed to be. a stranger to all 
creed is ,true, who shall decide which? As there are at least two' present, made a ringing speech, and everybody wanted to 
hundred creeds taught in this country, we know that one hundred know him at once. He said that the history of the church was 

:it. struggle for power. At this day intelligent mountebanks Moo· and ninety-nine must be wrong. But only five per cent. of the _ 
dyize the people, and seek to incorporate their creed in our fun· people of this country profess any creed at all,and these- fhre per 
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dam ental law. But this is not a Christian nation. The school
master has been abroad, and one day the teachings of Thomas. 
Paine will supersede those of the crucified Nazarene. It is writ
ten on the brains of millions of people that thought shall be free, 
and this organization is necessary that it may be so. . 

The convention at this point took a recess until evening. 
SUNDAY EVENING. 

This was the biggest audience yet assembled. The number 
in attendance was estimated at nearly one thousand. Every cor
ner was iull. Before the regular exercises commenced Mr. 
Schou introdnced the Misses Haelke, of O.l.kland, for a piano 
duet. Mr. Putnam read the articles of organization adopted in 
the afternoon, and invited those who wished to become members 
to sign them. Eighty-four signatures were put down at once. 
Mrs. S. Cook and Prof. A. Priore gave an admirable piano and 
violin duet. 

Judge North was too much fatigued by his hard day's work to 
preside at this meeting, and Mr. Putnam occupied the chair, in
troducing the Hon. A. Schell, the orator of the evening, who 
spoke thus on "Thoma~ Paine:" 

"It is said that Justice is one of the attributes of deity, and 
the people, impressed with the truth of this. all over the land, in 
this broadest and grandest country the sun has ever shone upon, 
are at this time in meetings assembled to do justice to the 
memory of Thomas Paine. Justice may be slow in emerging 
from the grand C4lnter of public opinion, but it is sure to come. 
It may slumber for nearly a hundred years, but it awakes at last. 
Galileo was denied burial in consecrated ground, was thrown into 
prison to rot to death, for asserting an immortal truth,and it was 
not until long after his death that his friends were permitted to 
erect a. splendid shaft to his honor, in the city of Florence, the 
home of his brilliant achi~vements for science. ~o with Thomas 
Paine. It is now eighty-one years since his death, and to-day, 
from all tQe centers of humanity between the two great oce::ms 
the voice of eulogy reverberates through the halls of civilization 
in commemoration of the anniversary of Thomas Paine. 

U Thomas Paine was a potential factor in the dark days of the 
Revolution, on the side of liberty and freedom. From his lips 
first fell the magic words, 'Free and Independent States of 
America'-words that electrified a continent. When Trenton 

.arid'Princeton were in the hands of the Hessian; when the column 
of independence which had been so recently erected by our an
cestors seemed to totter to its base; when a formidable and 
victorious fleet of our enemy hovered upon and menaced our 
sea coast; our women and children butchered and massacred by 
the mercil6.ils savage, stimulated into increased ferocity by a pre
mium on scalps; when gloomy forebodings overshadowed the 
land like a pall; our soldiers, na~ed and starving with hunger, and 
who could be tracked over the frozen ground by the blood from 
their wounded feet, flying in dismay before a victorious enemy
it was then that the inspiring pen of Thomas Paine wrote the 
undying and imperishable words that will live in the heart of 
every American patriot while freedom shall have a friend and 
tyranny an enemy on earth. 

"The cannon of Washington were not more formidable to the 
British lion, on the field of battle, than the pen of Paine was to 
the cross of St. George in the palace of the king. 

"I must here relate wh~t Colonel Ingersoll said in tribute to 
his memory. He said that he got a letter from a man living in 
Pennsylvania whose father was an old Revolutionary soldier of 
the name of Martin, which stated that an old PresbYlerian minis
ter, named Crawford, used to come to his house. and he sat by 
the fire and got to talking about Thomas Paine, what a wretched. 
and infamous dog he was; and whilst he was in the midst of his 
conversation this old soldier rose from his seat and walked over 
to the proacher, and said to him, 'Did you ever see Thomas 
Paine?' 'No.' 'I have. I saw him at Valley Forge. I heard 
read at the head of every regiment and company a letter of 
Thomas Paine. I saw Thomas Paine write. on the head of a 
drum, sitting at the bivouac fire those simple words that inspired 
every patriot arm; and I want to tell you, l\'1r. Preacher, that 
Thomas Paine did more for liberty than ever a priest did that 
lived in the world.' 

"The great crime of Paine was his unbelief in the inspira

tion anJ revelation of the Bible, and he wrote his 'Age of 
Reason,' which, like a dynamite bomb, shattered the claim for 
the divinity of the Bible into a thousand fragments." 

The speaker read many lettera written by Paine's com
patriots, eulogizing his services. He closed as follows: 

"Borrowing my ideas from one of nature's noblest orators, 
I beg leave to say in conclusion that you all know that a clock 
ticks second by second, in a dull, patient, humdrum sort of way, 
till the hand reaches the sixtieth minute, and then it strikes a 
new hour born. What if. each day should be marked at sunrise 
by a louder striking of a clock to tell us that a more important 
minute was reached? \Vhat if the commencement of a new 
year should always be told to us by the vibrations of some 
mighty bell far up in space that sounded only on the, first of 
January, touched then on the hand of omnipotence. And now 
suppose that when anything very important was about to happen 
in the world, when a new year of hope and joy for a nation or 
mankind was to come, a mighty timekeeper away up in the 
stars should ring out, so that men could hear it and say, 
, Hark! a new hour, one of God's hours, has struck in the 
belfry of the heavens.' This would be grand. But time does 
mark the great seasons of the world's history by a mighty clock. 
In fact, every nation is a large dial-plate and behind it are the 
works, and below it is the pendulum, and every now and then 
its hands mark a new hour. Our Revolution was such a period, 
that is the glory of it. The English government had oppressed 
our fathers. It tried to break their spirit. It was for several years 
a dark time, like the season before sunrise. But the old-time 
piece kept ticking and ticking, the wheels kept turning calmly 
on, until about 1775. Then there was a stir and a busy clat
ter inside the case; the people couldn't bear it any more. A 
sixtieth minute came and all of a sudden the clock struck. The 
world heard the battle of Bunker Hill-one! the Declaration 
of Independence-two! the surrender of Burgoyne-three I 
the siege of Yorktown-four! the treaty of Paris-fiye ! the in
auguration of Washington-six! and then it was sunrise, and we 
live in the forenoon of that gloriouE day. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, let us be proud, glad, joyous, and 
grateful for this opportunity of c~lebrating the anniversary of 
Thomas Paine, the man who had so much to do with the tick
ing and striking of that good old clock in the~ days of the 
Revolution. Let us hope that the time-piece will remain un
impaired for centuries to corne, and that it may strike many 
times again to mark the new hours for humanity, for kind
ness and good will to the memory of Thomas Paine." 

At the close of Mr. Schell's remarks, S. P. Putnam essayed a 
few observations leading up "to a collection, but was interrupted 
by the receipt of a bouquet from some of the ladies. This caused 
him to lose for the moment the thread of his discourse, but he 
soon recovered himself and effected the point which he set out 
to make. Violin and piano music followed, succeeded by a 
piano and zither duet by the Misses Haelke. The young ladies 
received an ovation, and gave a zither duet as an enGore. Then 
as a closing feature of the evening's entertainment, Mrs. Rutter 
led in the National Anthem, " My Country, 'tis of Thee," in which 
the audience joined with a will. 

Adjournment was then had until Monday afternoon. 
l\1ONDA Y AFTERNOON. 

The Monday .afternoon session was well attended and lively 
beyond all precedent. The meeting opened by the'reading of 
the following resolutions: ' 

I. That this convention affirms the Nine Demands of Liberalism 
to be the sole basis and platform of the CALIFORNIA STATE LIBERAL 
UNION, and all persons, without regard to religious belief or non-belief 
are invited to become members. ' 

2. That the bills now pending in the National Congress known as the 
- "Blair.Educa~ional bill" and the "Blair Sunday Rest bill," contemplate 
a .practIcal u.n~oll of chur~h and state, and that their passage would be in 
dlrec~ OppOSlllOn to the principles of the Constitution, and a violation (}f 
the nghts of American citizenship. 
. 3: Th!1t the .effo~t now being made by the clergy and religious organ
IzatIOns 10 Cahforma to effect, by petitions to the legislature, the passage 
of a state Sabhath law should be vigilantly opposed by the Liberals of 
t?e state, and that petitions against such a law should be circulated for 
signatures and presented to the legislature. 

4· That the Board of Directors of this organization .be instructed to 
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take such steps as in their judgment wiiI prove most effective in prevent
ing the passage of this law, and be prepared to oppose the contemplated 
Sunday enactment, by argument before. the legislature (Jf the state if 
necessary. 

5. That the Liberals of California be solicited to contribute a fund of 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or more, to be used during the coming' 
year for legislative- work, for the diitribution of documents bearing on 
the Demands of LIberalism, and for the support of public meetings in the 
interest of the same general objects at important points. 

6. That in furtherance of the foregoing resolution the Board of Directors 
be instructed to arrange for a series of lectures at Sacramento while the 
present legislature is in session, in order that public sentiment may be 
aroused and made effective against any action looking to the passage of 
a State Sabbath law, or any legislation opposed to the Demands of 
Liberalism. ,. . 

7. That this convention condemns past appropria.tions of public moneys .• 
for the support of sectarIan instit.utions, whether Protestant or Catholic, " 
and protests against the appropriation of any further funds for the support 
of such institutions. 

8. That as, in the words of General Grant, religion is jor the family 
altar, the church, and the private school, this conventIon condemns the 
introduction of any religious ceremonies in the public schools, either in 
the form of prayers or hymns; and that it recommends the exclusion of 
all mention of the Bible as an inspired book, of the deity, or of any 
deified personage, as such, from the text books uied in the public schools 
of this state. 

9. That 'the success of Liberalism depends on work, both destructive 
and constructive; on plucking out the weeds of error and planting and 
cultivating the germs of truth; on not only demolishing the temples of 
darkness and superstition, but also on the rearing in their places of more 
b~al1tiful temples of liberty and light. 

10. That we urge upon all lovers of true liberty the importance of 
assembling themselves together for lectures, for reading circles, science 
classes, and ethical associations, and in every way possible cultivating the 
intellect and filling the minds of people with correct knowledge. . 

J I. That tl-tis' convention heartily indorses the present work and 
methods of the American Secular Union, and pledges moral and pecuni
ary support to the national organization. 

The resolutions were taken up and passed singly until the fifth 
was reached. Here Mr. W. F. Freeman, of Stockton, supported 
by a well-worded speech a motion to strike out the words "one 
thousand dollars." Mr. Freeman's amendment was amended 
by Mrs. Scott-Briggs, who moved to insert the words "or more" 
after "one thousand dollars" . The resolution was supported in 
a speech by S. P. Putnam, who explained its purpose, and it 
passed without dissent as above printed. . 

The eighth resolution was discussed by Messrs. Freeman and 
Arper. Mr. Freeman objected to the words" prayers or hymns," 
as implying that prayers and hymns were used in the schools of 
the state. He did not believe they were, and objected to being 
party to an unjust implication. 

Mr. Thomas Arper spoke to the resolution as read. He had 
knowledge of the fact that the Lord's prayer was sung in the 
state normal school. ~ 

Mr. Freeman said if such was the case he would withdraw his 
objection. 

The resolution was thereupon passed unanimously, as were 
also the three following. 

Then came a firebrand in the form of this resolution introduced 
by Mr. Thomas Curtis: 

Resolved, That this cOJivention advocates compulsory education for 
every child in the state and emphatically denies the right of parenti to 
educate their children in sectarian schools or colleges, theleby training 
them -as willing tools of priestcraft when they attain citizenship. As the 
state has to bear the responsibility of bad citizenship, that same responsi
bility entitles the state to see to it that every child shall be fairly educated 
for good citizenship. 

An uncertain quiet succeeded the reading of the above. Mr. 
Curtis took the floor. He said the community, not the parent, 
was the custodian of the youthful mind, and therefore should 
prescribe what education it may receive. 

Mr. Arper followed, favoring the resolution. 
Mr. G. W. Thurston opposed it, as making a bad matter worse. 
Mr. Henry Kline said that all he asked of the state was to let 

him educate himself. Paine and Voltaire were self-educated 
men. He opposed all compulsory education, whether religious 
or secular. 

Prof. W. H. Holmes said that he underst00d that this organ
ization was broader than any mere sectarianism. It was organ
ized for the protection of rights. Let it not narrow itself by op
posing the rights of others. 

. Mr. Curtis spoke again against granting Catholics the privilege 
of educating their offspring in their own faith. 

Mr. Putnam here intervened to say that the discu$Sion was 
wasting the time of the convention. The Nine Dea;lands could 
not be stretched to cover this question. It was a side issue. 
Personally he was in determined opposition to the resolution. It 
stultified all the declarations previously made by the convention 
in favor of equal rights and impartial liberty. 

Mr. A. Schell moved thafthe resolution be tabled, which was 
done with great emphasis. 

Next came the election of officers. The committee on nomi
nations reported the following: 

President, J. W. North, of Oleander; Secretary, Emil S. Lemme, San 
Francisco; Treasurer, A. H. Schou, Oakland. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.-Ranford Worthing, :San Diego; W. F. 
Freeman, Stockton; Philip Cowen, Petaluma; \Villiam Schroeder, San 
Francisco; W. S. Rodgers, Boulder Creek; John Robinett, Nipomo; Mri. 
Kate Parker, Anaheim; J. E. Clark, Los Angeles; L. Magenheimer, San 
Jose. - ~ 

These nominations were heard with cheers, but the conven
tion received something of a setback when Judge North stated 
that 0'ing to the infirmities of age and feeble health, he must ask 
to be excused. His sympathies were entirely with the organiza
tion, and from the expressions he had noted he was gratified to 
observe that he enjoyed the sympathi~s of those present. He 
was grateful for the honor, even though he must decline it. The 
CalJornia Liberal Union needed a younger man, one with the 
vigor to work. Such a man, he knew, was there upon the plat
form, and he therefore begged leave to nominate, as' president of 
the organization, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam. The nomination was 
seconded by a dozen voices, and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Putnam was rather more surprised than when he received 
the bouquet on the previous evening. He responded briefly by 
saying that he accepted the position because he welcomed the 
work. He would much rather that some one else received the 
honor, but he would put on the harness and do the work accord
ing to the best of his ability. 

The officers of the California State Union are therefore: 
President, Samuel P. Putnam, San Francisco. 
Secretary, Emil S. Lemme, San Francisco. 
Treasurer, A. H. Schou, Oakland. 
The executive committee was elected as nominated, as were 

also the following list of vice-presidents: 
J W North, Oleander Mrs E M Hansson, Merced 
N D Goodell, Sacramento A K Coward, Norwalk 
F Schueneman-Pott, San Francisco Laura de Force Gordon, Lodi 
A Schell, Knight's Ferry Mrs R H Schwartz, San Jose 
John Riggin, Los Angeles Charles Rodgers, BoulUer Creek 
H L Shaug, Del Mar Charles Haas, Stockton 
N Woolsey, Messina J C Gage, Stockt<Jll 
Samut-l McHenry, National City L R TItus, San Jose 
P A Clark, San Jacinto Freeman Parker, Petaluma 
W H Pepper, Petaluma Ed Wegner, Sonoma 
R F Grigsby, Napa Theodore Gomer, Livermore 
John McGlashan, Ukiah AIr Burgess, National City 
Thos McCowan, Ukiah E A Denicke, San Francisco 
Rufus Butterfield, Sacramento W S Ray, San Francisco 
o T Davies, Brighton R H Nason, Gilroy 
S Littlefield, Anaheim John Dibble, Santa Clara 
Robert Gunther, Eureka R H Bliss, Camptonville 
Mrs L P Langley, Santa Barbara Mrs Pauline Van Hoeter, Grass Vy 
John E Jones, Round Valley R 'V Barcroft, Hornitos 
H W Faust, San Francisco J R Horsley, Jr, Oakdale 
B B Rockwood, San Pasqual Samos Parsons, San Jose 
H W Walker, San Francisco T J Conley, Visalia. 
W A Chess, Monrovia D W Perkins, San Jacinto 
Charles French, Pomona T \V Brooks, Pomona 
Mrs D J Braneer, Oakland J M Voss, Los Angeles 
W P McCord, Hannaford Joel Parker,Ol1l.llge 
H L Haelke, Oakland C Severance, Los Angelei 
D Buckingham, Raymond Herman C Fry, Nipomo 
James Beazell. Livermore John Mewhinney, Porno . 
Leonard Parker, Anaheim Mrs Scott Briggs, San Francisco 
Robert Laramore, Fresno Flats 

An interesting address by Prof. D. C. Seymour ended this 
session. 

l\IOi\DA Y EVENli\G. 

There was another big gathering. The petitions against the 
Sabbath laws were read, as were also the articles of organization, 
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and' signatures were attached to both. Mrs. Rutter gave the 
"Star Spangled Banner" and the audience sang the chorus. 

Mr. Low was the first speaker. He observed that the "Star 
Spangled Banner" suggested to him what the religious people 
were endeavoring to do under that banner. They are combining 
to deny to unbelievers the liberties which that banner guarantees 
to all. Mr. Low did not believe much generally in petitions. 
He didn't beli~ve in praying to public servants. He would pre
fer the term used in the platform of the Liberal Union: "We 
demand." Nevertheless, as there are petitions on one side there 
must be petitions on the other. Imagine what confusion would 
ensue' from the adoption of the Blair amendment introducing the 
teaching of the "principles of the Christian relIgion" in the 
schools. No two persons fully agree on what those principles 
are. Supposing one finds that the principles as taught do not, 
harmonize with his views. He puts an injunction on the teacher 
and takes the matter into court. The teacher is called upon to 
state the source of the principle~ which he teaches as those of 
the Christian religion. He attributes them to God. This at once 
raises the question of the existence of God and of revelation. 
Nothing can be proven, and the case must be thrown out of 
court. It can not be adjudicated upon, and the amen~ent 
would not be worth the paper it was printed on. Christianity, 
said Mr. Low, had nothing to do with morality. So far as salva
tion is concerned, morality avails a man nothing. If .the princi
ples of Christianity included virtue and morality, the mention o( 
them as separate principles would have been unnecessary in the 
amendment. Mr. Low's address gave great satisfaction. 

The next speaker was Miss Ada Ballou, the lady who painted 
the great picture of Thomas Paine which has adorned the walls 
of the FREETHOUGHT office during the past year; The picture 
rested on a stand at the back of the stage. To say that Miss 
Ballou looked perfectly lovely is to use an expression which will 
be perfectly understood by all and heartily indorsed by those who 
saw her. She began her address by referring to two statues which 
she saw in Australia of Burke and Wilkins, pioneers in that' 
country, who laid down their lives for the land of their adoption. 
There was a likeness between these men and Thomas Paine, 
who, though a forefgner, sacrificed much for this country of ours. 
Paine was not a soldier. The country could find better use for 
him than to put a musket in his hands. It needed his inspiring 
words, for not muscle alone wins the battles of the free. Miss 
Ballou related how on a recent Sunday she stood before the 
monument reared to the memory of Francis Scott Key, author 
of the" Star Spangled Banner." From this statue her thoughts 
turned to the man who reared it, and who, while remembering 
the singer of the "Star Spangled Banner," did not forget the 
source from which that bamier drew its stars. He remembered 
the music of the spheres, the celestial notes hung upon the bars 
of night, and through the instrument which he placed on Mount 
Hamilton we read the song of the heavens. 

The speaker said that in the Centennial year, \vhen the cele
bration wa~ about to take place in San Francisco, a committee of 
gentleman called upon, her and asked her to paint something 
suitable to display on the line of march. The time was limited, 
but she painted a portrait of Thomas Paine. The committee 
were afraid. They thought if it were exhibited on the street it 
would prdvoke expressions of disapproval anq. the picture would 
be shot at. "I went down in the morning," said Miss Ballou, 
"and with the help of a friend got the picture in the street. I 
went to the committee and returned their money, and said, 'This 
picture is mine now, not yours, is it not?' They answered, 'Yes.' 
I then waited upon James Lick, who lay gasping on what proved 
to be his dying bed. I stated my. case -that the picture of the 
man whose motto had been' The world is my country, and to do 
good my religion' could have no place on the street that day. He 
asked me to have it brought up that he might see it. Upon its be
fna' brought he, with tears in his eyes, eulogized the patriot of 
th~ past, and he himself ordered that the picture be placed 
where the thousand of people must see it. I need not say it was 
not fired at, nor did it provoke any expressions of disapproval; 
and when the procession marched through Montgomery street, 
those who would not look at this picture of a patriot were 
obliged to tnqrch ul1Qer it," 

Miss Ballou's speech was cheered often during its delivery; 
and tremendously applauded at its close. 

, The veterari Freethinker; Thomas Curtis, follO\ved. He related 
the workings of a Sunday law in Philadelphia years ago. Spelk
ing of the attempt to inaugurate the Puritan Sabbath in California, 
he Slid that the price of liberty was eternal vigilance. In a com
munity of thieves the door must not be locked once a year but 
every night. So in an orthodox community the Christians must 
be watched all the time. Mr. Curtis told a story of a minister in 
Ohio who got his pay in rye. This minister' one day asked a 
deacon how the people liked his sermons. The deacon rep'ied 
that a good many of the parishioners were kicking about the doc
trines enunciated. "Well," said the minister, "you just go 
around the p:trish and find out what they want, and whatever they 
want I will preach, for by Jerusalem, I've got to have that rye." 
Mr. Curtis said the ministers of to-day were like the Ohio dominie, 
and preached not as they beli~ved but as the pews dictated. 

Professor Holmes, a ~entleman who was educated as a clergy
man in the church of England, spoke on Thomas Paine. The 
professor has a ringinJ voice, and a ready fund of facts and argu
ments, so that when he speaks the air is full of music. His aj
dregs was brief but pointed and telling. ' 

It was half past ten when the audience was dismissed. 

THE PAINE ANNIVERSARY. 

If the previous meetings were to be spoken of as a great suc
cess, as they were, what shall be said of that held on the I5 2d 
anniversary of the birth of Thomas Paine? It needed no adver
tising-the air was full of it, and when eight o'clock on Tuesdav 
evening arrived, there was not a vacant seat in Irving H,lli. A 
few minutes later, extra chairs and camp stools were re::{uired. 

The Misses Haelke gave a piano duet as an overture. The 
first number on the programme was a song, "Die Thrane 
(The Tear)," by the German singing societies. They were 
a few minutes late, and the interim was occupied by Mrs. Rutter, 
who led in "The Red, \Vhite, and Blue," the vast audience swell
ing the chorus into a volume of sound that filled all the space 
overhead. There was still a brief vacancy, and Mr. Putnam im
proved it with some impromptu remlrk51. Few, probably, sus
pected that he was talking against time, though such was the case; 
and when the singers came none but those aware of the circum
stances saw anything remarkable in the way he overleaped a hun
dred years in the history of the republic, and turned a disquisition 
on the universal aspect of Freethought into an address of-welcome 
to the choristers of the Turnverein. He did it, however, without 
a break, and' when some forty representatives of the land of 
Schiller and Goethe gathered upon the platform, it looked as if 
the whole speech had been prepared to lead up to this event. 
The singers got an ovation before they sang a note. Then the 
leader elevated his baton, and one of the most beautiful songs 
ever written came from two score manly voices with an effect 
that no orchestra could equal. An encore followed in response 
to tremendous applause. ' , 

The first regular speaker, Mr. F. Schueneman-Pott, delivered 
an address in German, and those who understood that language 
testified that it was magnificent. A zither solo by the Misses 
Raelke, so the musical critics of the daily press state, proved the 

. most enjoyable event of the evening, and was repeated. S. P. 
Putnam read a poem on Thomas Paine. W. F .. Freeman, of 
Stockton, in the absence of Mrs. Gordon, made an excellent ad
dress full of practical suggestions. Mrs. Scott Briggs read a brief 
paper and a poem written by Captain Scott. A statement of the 
receipts and expenses of the convention, by S. P. Putnam, showed. 
that financially, as otherwise, the lectures, convention, and cele
bration had been a success, and the proceedings came toa close 
with "Auld Lang Syne," sung by the audience. The hall was 
then cleared for dancing, and for two hours hilarity had the floor. 
Nearly one hundred couples joined the grand march, and after
wards executed various intricate figures, under the direction of 
Professor Burdick. . 

Nobody left the hall without stopping to confide to somebody 
else the opinion that this was the finest Paine celebration ever 
known. Mr.F. Schueneman-Pott testified that in all his experi~ 
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ence he had never met such an audience on an occasion Of this 
kind. 

It is hoped that the Paine celebrations everywhere were equally 
successful. 

Nearly everything else is crowded out of this issue of FREE
THOUGT to make room for the report of the convention and cele
bration. We do not believe that any complaint will arise from this 
fact, for since the starting of this paper no event has occurred of 
greater importance than these Liberal meetings. We only wish 
that we had more space, so that all the addresses might be. 

are held' every Thursday night and are conducted with excellent 
spirit. It is a good place for Liberals to attend. Truth is infinite 
and there is always something to learn. Our philosophy should 
embrace the whole universe. 

.The convention has been a superb success. Friends have 
come from all parts. Our office has been thronged with genial 
visitors. We have had a gala time. The speeches have been 
splendid, the audiences enthusiastic, the attendance large. The 
business has gone along with just enough sparkle of discussion 
to make things lively and attractive. There is harmony and 

printed in full. The amount of resources developed and talent.: Liberals are ready to work. 
displayed has surprised the old residents. Previous to this con- . " 
vention, few words of encouragement were spoken concerning it. 
Friends gave their money and their hope and good wishes, and 
those who ~ould do so came in from various parts of the state. 
Some came from as far as Oregon. 

The three preliminary lectures did much for the success of the 
convention. The attendance on these lectures increased weekly. 
The daily press was at first non-committal, and said nothing. 
Then it fell in line, and the meetings were well reported. Sun
day night, the 27th, a thousand were present. At the opening 9f 
the cqnvention Sunday morning, three hundred representative 
Freethinkers met to transact the busi~ess of the convention, and 
there was harmony throughout. . 

If anything in the outcome of this convention is to be regrett'ed, 
it is that the health of Judge J. W. North forbade him to accept 
the position of president. For that office he would have been 
the unanimous choice. But he chose to leave the responsibility 
for the shoulders of a younger man, and the convention con
curred. If he could not be president, the next best thing was to 
accept his judgment as to ,,,ho was best fitted for that position. 

The election of secretary and treasurer cannot fail to give satis
faction, and the executive committee is made up of the energetic 
workers of the state. So also of the list of vice-presidents. AI-
ready a long roll of members is obtained, and if all who signed 
the call for the convention join them, as steps will be taken to 
give them an opportunity to do, the California Liberal Union 
will have a membership of more than a thousand. Here is a 
splendid working force. So fdr, therefore, as the convention is 
concerned, the movement is successfully inaugurated, and if the 
energy hitherto displayed is maintained the result will be cor
respondingly great. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

On Thursday evening, January 24, I had the pleasure of lec
turing before the Liberal Spiritual Association of this city. The 
hall was full and the greeting most fraternal. I spoke 0 th 

"Ch 't' 't F'1 d f 'I ... d d n. e.tlleme, ns tam y a al ure H an a al ure It IS In ee -an In-: ,I J" '. . 
te11ectua,I humamtanan, and moral faIlure. Professmg to be a' 
divine revelation, it gives no particle of proof, either of the exist

ence of G<;>d or the immortality of the soul. It proclaims the 
brotherhood of man, and yet is divided into five hundred differ
ent sects constantly at war. It promised" peace on earth, good 
will to men," and yet its pathway is made bloody with the death ' 
of millions. The statistics of crime prove that five hundred 
Christians to one Infidel enter the jails of the land. A most 
lamentable failure Christianity has been and still is. My Spiritual 
friends were in entire harmony with my discourse, and show 
themselves to be good allies in the cause of Secular principles; 
and on the platform of justice and liberty we join heart and 
hand. These meetings at 909~ Market street, St. George's Hall, 

All this is written down elsewhere, at length. I will only give 
one of the bright moments of the convention, when the delegates 
of the Turners of the Pacific Coast sent their committee to give 
fraternal greeting. There was a glorious and tumultuous ap
plause in honor of these sturdy allies. It was a magnificent ex
pression of comradeship. As member of the committee of re
sponse I had the privilege of bearing the resolutions' of the Cali
fornia State Liberal Union to the delegates of the Turners. I 
shall not forget the welcome our committee received from that 
representative body. The resolutions were greeted with thun
deraus applause-and the Teutonic cheer, heard on fields afar, 
like the breakers of the sea, sweeping to victory, made the hall 
ring with the voice of fellowship. The children of the land of 
Goethe and Schiller lift up the banners of freedom over the land 
of Washington and Paine, and, in consecration to Liberty, uni
versal brotherhood is proclaimed. Our German friends will be 
noble coadjutors in the impending conflict. 

SA~IUEL P. PUTNAll. 

THE BUNDAY LAW PETITION. 

The petition which the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
and the clergy are circulating bears at its head the words: 

"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thuu 
labor and do all thy work." 

Also: 
"Hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall b~ a sign between me and you, 

that ye may know that I am theLord your God." 

Following is the petition: 
"To the Honorable; the Smate a1zd Assembly of the State of Cali· 

fornia: ' 
"Greeting; We, the undersigned, residents of--, in the county 

of--, State of California, in view of the dissipation and demoralizing 
influences arising from the desecration of Sunday in the Stale, earnestly 
and respectfully petition your honorable body for the en:::.ctment of a 
Sllnday law that shall give laboring men a day of rest; prohibit the car· 
ryi.ng on of all unnecessary business; prohib~t barbarous, unseemly, and 
nOIsy amusements, such as theatres, proceSSIOns, concerts, games; and 
also the opening upon Sunday of all places where intoxicating beverages 
are sold; also provIdmg, by proper legIslation, for the enforcement 
thereof." 

On the back of the petition the followinO' argument is printed: 

CALIFORNIA THE ONLY STATE IN Tl;E UNION WITHOUT 

A SUNDAY LAW. 
[EXCEPT THE STATE OF NEVADA] 

We propose to have one; to that end will you kindly see that this is 
printed in the local papers in your place,and get editorials in favor of it, 
and distribute the papers with the same largely, and send for Petitiolls 
and secure all the signatures possible? 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., December I, 1888. 
Dear Frimds: 

The repeal of the Sunday law ha·s robbed us in this State of our day of 
rest-the kindest gift of God to the toilers of earth-the sweetest day of 
the week to the worker, and every virtuous home. 
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How long shall we remain in bondage to Sunday desecrations, open hallowed one day. Constantine, the Roman cut-throat, appointed 
saloons, and all the orgies consequent upon these wicked practices on another. These people ask our legislature to ignore God's day 
God's holy day? and to consecrate the day appointed by a barbarous emperor. 

Let us have one quiet rest day in seven, when all men shall closeup 
Such is the inconsistency of the movement. The real deviltry their secular business, or such'as is not necessary to be carried on during 

ili~d~. . of it lies in the endeavor to force a holy day when people who do 
That each may have a day with their families and worship God in ac not believe in it. 

cordance with the dictates of their own consciences, uninterrupted by GUILELESS PAUL. 
noisy street parades emanating from open saloons, or where intoxicating 
drinks may be sold and drank on the sacred Sabbath. To the Editors of Freethought: 

Unless the Sabbath is observed, we are on the way to Spanish bull- In the issue of November 10, I observe an error of biblical interpreta
fights after the Lord's Supper, and the riot and doom of Gomorrah in the tion into which you have unconsciously fallen, and which appears to be 
end. copied from John E. Remsburg. The passage referred to is 2 Cor. xii,

The Sabbath was ordained by God at creation, expressly to minister to 16," Being crafty I caught you with guile," and is quoted in evidence 
man, this noblest being, and his immortal interests. that i>aul practiced untruthfulness and dissimulation, which, for all I 

Let us keep the window of the Sabbath open between earth and know, he may have done; though the charge will have to be sustain~d, 
heaven, 'lest earth become the vestibule of hell. ' if at all, on grounds extraneous to this verse; The word translated 

The hand lifted against it is feeling for one of the central pillars that "crafty" is pallourgos, from pas, all or every, and ergo, to work. The 
prop the temple of American liberty. meaning of the compound panollrgos is working in every way.· The 

Let the Sabbath be overthrown, and other moral restraints would soon translation" crafty" is used because one of the old meanings of the word 
fall with it, and Paris, Babylon, Sod om, would soon finish the l>tory. was skillful, dextrous; it is allied to the word handicraft. Crafty is now 

Let the Amcrican Sabbath, radiant with more than natural sunshine, used almost exclusively ill an evil sense, but in the .time of King 
hrighten onward into earth's millennial rest and glory. James was frequently employed in a good sense. The' word "guile" 

If we want to diminish crime, pauperage, and taxation, to lighten the presents no real difficulty when taken in its proper connection with verse 
people's burdens and to increase their power to bear them, then stand 13," For what is there wherein ye were made inferior to the rest i.f the 
Cast by the American Sabbath. It is the common law of our land; let it churches, except. that it be that I myself was not a burden to you? for-
be of our hearts also. give me this wrong;" The wrong he had done, if wrong it could be 

That which demoralizes and debauches the people ruin the nation. called, was in not giving the churches the privilege of supporting him, 
The Christian Sabbath has done more for America than all her fertile whereas he believed that, generally, churches should support their min

soil, her fine climate, her rivers, lakes, forests, gold-mines, or coal. isters. See 1 Cor. ix, 6-12; Gal. vi, 6. The true exposition of the 
It has civilized and ennobled her men, purified and exalted her women, p~ssage is found to be something like this: "Being handicrafty (for 

and taught her children to revere the name of their country next to that Paul was not only an apostle but a tentmaker also), I succeeded in 
of their God. making converts of you by the guilty method of supporting myself rather 

We appeal to you in behalf of" God and Home and Native Land," to than being a burden to you, as the law declares is proper, while I did it~" 
petition the Senate and Assembly of the State of California to grant to This is a spe.cies of guilt to which none can object. • C. L. ABBOTT. 
the people of this golden land a Sunday Law, that shall give to rich Estelline, Dak. 

and poor alike a day of rest. A day in which we can serve God accord- \Ve do not believe that our correspondent's defense of Paul 
ing to the dictates of conscience. will stand the test of examination. The word "crafty" is used 

By way of examining this argument, let us call attention to the four times in the Bible, always in the sense of cunning, tricky, or 
heading, "California the only State in the Union without a Sun- deceitful. "Guile" occurs ten times with the sam~ meaning; 
day law." Why was that heading placed there. since immediately and both words are passed by the revisers without modification 
under it are the words in greatly reduced type" except the state or comment. In this the Bible is supported by the dictionary. 
of Nevada?" If Nevada has no Sunday law, then the pre~ious Paul may have meant to say that he worked in all ways, as the 
statement loses all force. '... clergy of to-day pull every string with a convert or a dollar at the 

"The repeal of the Sunday law has robbed us m thIS state of . end of it but there is no evidence that in the mechanic arts he 
our day.of rest." How? ~n. what ma~ner? There is no law was a jack-of-all-trades. After Paul had admitted, in his epistle 
compellmg anyone.to abstam from restI~g on Sunday or any to the Romans, that he felt justified in lying for the glory of God, 
other day. There IS no la~v on the subject whatsoever. The there is nothing to be surprised at in his confession that being 
statement quoted, therefore, IS a falsehood. crafty he cauO"ht the people of Corinth with guile. 

The question" How long shall we remain in bondage to Sun 0 

day desecrations?" belongs under the same general head. No A C~MING INPLICTION. 

one is required by law to desecrate Sunday, and there is therefore 
The Rev. Samuel Jones is conducting a revival at Los Angele5:,no bondage. As the American Sentinel says, it is the verie~t 

and as he is shortly to visit San Francisco, it is well to find out,cant, designed to arouse the sympathy of the legislatiors for the 
from h~s record ther~ what we are to expect when he arrives.poor women of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, who 
The Los Angeles Times and Tribune evidently went into the find it impossible to take their much-coveted rest on Sunday be
work of reporting his sermons with a determination to make them cause there is no 'law compelling them to ! 
read as well as possible; but the reporters appear to have abanThere is one way for these women and others who sympathize 
doned·the attempt, and later on put the revivalist in cold type with them to escape all the evils they fear. Let them· go to 
without giving him the benefit of their superior knowledge of church on Sunday. The law will protect them in so doing. In 
English grammar. _the church there are no saloons, no intoxicants except sacramental 

We clip one of Jones's stories from the Times: .wine, and no bull-fights. . 
I said on one occasion, in the morning after breakfast, 'Vife said to me:The a.bsurdity of this Sunday petition is that the signers quote 

"Husband, I wish you would go down to the home of Virginia Wykellbiblical authority for the observance of Saturday as the Sabbath 
and see her. She is in deep distress, and her child is very ill." 1 said,

while they ask the legislature to pass a law compelling the people " I will go." I walktd down to their home, rang the' bell, the servant 
of the st*te to keep Sunday. God, according to the record, has. opened the door and carried me in the 'family room, and there was a 



73 FREETBOUGHT.· 

poor, sad, wornout mother, as she sat with a little suffering child in her 
arms. She was my schoolmate. I was the schoolmate of her husband, 
then the most dissipated, the worst debauched· man I almost· ever saw in 
my life. And when I sat down and b~gan to talk to her, I said, "Yirginia, 
I beH.!ve God is going to take this little one, too." He had already 
carried five little ones from that home to the skies. And she said, with 
the tears running down her cheeks, IC It looks as if it could not live at 
all." Then I said to her, "Virginia, did it evcr occur to you that God 
was doing his b~st to save your poor husband?" And the tears ran 
down her cheeks and spattered on the face of her sick child, and she 
said, ." Oh, if God can by this means save my poor -husband, I am will
ing to give them all up, though it breaks my heart. I, I knelt and prayed 
with the mother and the sick child, and then I walked up town and went . 
to her husband's office.· He was out, and I started on the hunt for him, 

Yand directly I saw him coming across the square. And as he approached 
me I gave him my hanJ, and looking him in the face, 1 said, "John, 
dear old fellow, we were raised together, and have known each other 
n.!arly all our days. I am just from your home. It is the saddest home 
.I ever saw in my Jife. Y(·ur wife is sitting there with that dyin~ cluhi 
in her arms. 0 John," I said, "1 asked your wife didn't she suppose 
God was taking your children from you to reform you,r life. John, in the 
name of all that manhood prizes, John, look me in the face; won't you 
surrender yuur heart to God and lead a better life?" 1 saw the tears 
start down his cheeks; he grasped my hand tighter, and said, "Pray for 
me; I am the frailest man; I want to be good; pray for me." That man 
to-day is mayor of my city whenever he chooses to be, and the leading 
memb~r of the Methodist church ani one of the most consecrated men 
jn our city. 

If any" more barbirous ch:lracter has ever been ascribed to 
God than this story gives him we have not heard of it. Imagine 
a heJ.venly father contemptible enough to sacrifice the lives of 
five innocent children, throus-h sickness and suffering, in order 
that a drunkard might reform and join the M~thodist church. 
Why did not G.)j take the man-the guilty party-instead of the 
children? 

Another of this revivalist's gems glitters like this: 
" Whenever you see a preacher' gadding' around, he cannot preach 

much. Many a preacher's got into trouble by , bogging' around. If I 
have a sick member. of my congregation, and he ain't any good, I ain't 
going to see him. 1 a.in't going to pray and ask' God to spare his life. 
If he is a good Christian, 1 will do anything for him. 1 once visited. a. 
sick brother, and he asked me to pray for him. 1 said: 'No, 1 can't 
pray for you.' He asked why. 1 told him he never was a good C~ristian, 
and I wasn't going to play any pranks on God by offering up a hypo. 
critical prayer for him. 1 sain: 'You neith:!r pray nor pay.' He said: 
'Brother Jones, would you like a load of corn.' 1 said I could use it. 
, Well, if I did nothing more, I made a load of ('om that morning.'" 

The Times gives a report of an evening meeting: 
"Mr. Jones, after the opening hymns had been sung, prayer said, and 

the usual collection taken up~ advanced to the front of the platform and, 
t"king off his handsome fur-trimmed overcoat, announced that he would 
say a few words on the text: 'I will live in the faith.' He then de
livered the usual jumble of anecdotes, slang witticisms, appea}s to God, 
and comments on his actions with which he 'revives' the unconverted .. 
As usual, he started away as far as possible from the original text, and 
fully sustained his reputation for religious buffoonery. He told the fol
lowing story: 'Now, see here, you 01' fellers, listen. Me and my wife 
once had an 01' sewing machine sent us in a box, and it got smashed all 
up to pieces, and I didn't know if it was a sewing machine or a patent 
harvester, it was so broke up. 'Well,' I says, 'let's wait er while.' 
By'n'by comes along a little book that tells us how to piece her up again. 
Why, I tell ye 1 made her run all night, and my wife she could just sew 
and tuck and hem and fell and bang-no, by the way, she couldn't bang 
on it. That's the way with God's work. The little good book comes 
along and all's right-alI's explained." 

The arguments of unbelief are thus answered: 
" 1 have known men who have b.-en in the church for years and then 

left it and becom~ Infidels. I had rather b\! any convict in the peniten
tiary of any state than an open avowed Infidel." 

Mr. Jone.> will find a ~uch larger number of men of his belief 
than of Infidels in "the penitentiary of any state. But to proceed: 

" I put Christianity and Infidelity together here and I say~ 'Christian
ity, what have you done?' '1 have come into the world on a mission of 
mercy. I have founded orphan ~ylums. I have brought peace to many 
a soul.' 'Infidelity, is that true?' c Yes, that is so.' ,'What are you 
doing, Infidelity?' 'I am fighting Christianity.' 'I had rather be.a con. 
vict than have a job like that.' " 

Let us indeed put Christianity and Infidelity together, and ask 
them what they have done and are doing. Infidelity has put out 
the fires. of religious persecution and lit the torch of progress. It, 
too, has founded orphan asylums. It has redeemed men, so far 
as they are redeemed, from the curse of sup~rstition. What is 
Chri3tianity doing? It is fighting Infidelity. 

Another inspired paragraph: 
" Here's Bob Ingersoll sitting on the train of this ninetO!enth century 

of progress, and he says, ' I believe I'll pull the cord. I'll get a joke on 
God; I'll pull it,' and he pulls the cord and before his laugh died ou 
here comes God's lightning express of judgment and eternity crashing 
into the train and hurls 50,000,000 of souls into petdition." 

This would indeed be a railroad accident worth reporting, but 
it ca~ be averted. Let God put the brakes on his lightning ex
press. Nothing could be simpler. 

An elegant definition of Infidelity: 
"What is an Infidel ?-just a great big old mouth going round talking. 

DiLl. you ever see a mute that was an Infidel? I defy you to find one. If 
a man has no mouth he c~n't be an Infidel, and the only way to argue 
with an Infidd is to mash his mouth, and then he's done for >, 
, Did Mr. Jones ever hear a p:>t speak of a kettle as a brunette? 

Where, let us ask, would Mr. Jones stand as a revivalist without 
that noisy mouth of his? Since he defies the world to produce a 
mute who is an Infidel, we shall take pleasure in doing so. If 
he will apply to this office. we will furnish him with the address 
of a mute Infidel whose silence is more sensible, not to say more 
eloquent, than all that Mr. Jones has ever said. We give the 
reverend gentleman the credit of proposing the sole practicable 
way of answering the Infidel-that is, to It mash his mouth." The 
gag has always been a favorite argument with the church, and 
is the only effective one in its possession. 

The Los Angeles papers say that on the t~ird night Jories be
gan to repeat himself, and it is presumable that his sermons 
there will be inflicted upon us here. It is strange that slang and 
blackguardism should be necessary to the promulgation of the 
teachmgs of Jesus Christ. Moody, now with us, is.an unlearned 
man, but he is something of a gentleman. The Rev. Samuel 
Jones, like Moody, is unlettered, but unlike him he can not be 
called a gentleman without so extending the scope of that word 
as to include those who willfully and habitually violate the truth. 

ERNST SCHNABEL, of San Jose, one of its most popular business 
men and liberal minded citizens-atrue American and supporter 
of Secular and Freethought principles-died at his residence, Jan
uary 25. The SJ.n Jose Mercury says: "He was the friend of 
all worthy enterprises, and assisted greatly the progress of the 
community. Those who were in need of sympathy or aid never 
apvealed to him in vain. He gave to the poor with a liberal 
hand and contributed freely to public and private charities. His 
death will be sincerely mourned by many friends and admirers of 
his open and Liberal views and principles, but those upon whom 

- the blow falls with a heavy hand are the widow and four children. 
The latter are Edward, late of Los Angeles, but now here; Emma, 
wife of George Koenig, and Ernst and Erna, younger children. 
Mr. Schnabel was a memberofGermania Lodge, No. I 16, LO.O.F. 
of San Francisco, and of the Teutonic Association of that city." 
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HEAVEN. 
... 

How natural it is for children to imitate their· parents! and 
just as naturally the parents copy after their forefathers. Chil
dren carefully preserve the broken fragments 6f china ware, and 
on the·shady side of the house, or in some big box, set up house
keeping by themselves. It is because they are children and in
stinctive with apehood. True, they leave off playing with bits of 
brightly colored . china, because they now procure such goods in 
unbroken form, but they received from their parents certain tra
ditions which were but fragments when their fathers received 
them from their forefathers, and they have never been able to ex
change the old fragmentary bits of tradition for anything better. 

Heaven is a highly colored bit of ancient, barbarous tradition. 
How few people try to think about this glittering bauble in any 
serious way. Such people are like a child in the first moments 
of· being weaned. There is nothing you can give him in its 
place. You cannot reason with him or coax him. He is 
wronged, deeply wronged, and he is going to fight it out on that 
line. I Unfortunately, the order of nature is against him. Our 
tender-hearted Christian friends are in much the same predica
ment. To attempt to show them that heaven is a tradition is like 
robbing them of all.they hold dear. The moment you begin to 
lift the veil from those commonly called sacred subjects, the be
liever is alarmed, if not offended, and seeks to retire, saying, "Oh, 
I cannot reason with a man who don't believe in anything." 

The idea of heaven is faint and obscure in the believer's mind. 
"Where is heaven ?" He don't know, but he begins to tell you 
what he believes about it. 

The writers of the Old, as well as those of the New Testament, 
supposed that heaven was very close to the earth, and this near
ness of heaven to earth shows the childishness of their thoughts. 
The Greeks had Mt. Olympus as the residence of their gods, 
whil,e our heaven is more obscure and less poetic. 
--While theology teaches that God is everywhere, the Bible rep

resents his home as heaven. The idea we get is that sometime 
he can diffuse himself infinitely, and as occasion demands can 
contract· or call in his personal' outskirts and retire into heaven. 
Let us take a specimen picture or two from holy writ: "And the 
Lord came down (irom heaven) to see the city and the tower 
(Babel) which the children of men had builded" (Gen. ii, 5). 
It would seem from this that while God was not very far away, he 
could not see just exactly \vhat was going on at the tower of Ba
bel. The good people of that region, or their great,-great-grand
fathers, had been cheated out of certain claims upon heavenly 
estates by a flood, and to prevent another flood from robbing 
them or their posterity from mansions in the skies, they projected 
a. plan of building a tower that would reach up to heaven, and 
from its top they intended to step over into. the New Jerusalem, 
without even so much as a "by your leave, sir." The idea was a 
good one, and it seems it would have been crowned with a glori
ous success if it had not been for t~e confounding of their lan
guages. Those were times to try men's souls, when heaven wa~ 
almost within their grasp, but snatched away before. their very 
eves. 
. I find another instance much like this in Gen. xviii. 2 I, where 

we read: "And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is grievous, I will go 
down now apd see whether they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, which is come up unto me, and if not I will 
know." . 

In this instance the omnipresent is going to a place where he 
never had been before. The omnipotent had to make an espe
cial effort to see something lie had never seen before, and the 
all-wise must make a short journey down to earth to find out the 
correctness of some reports th~t had come to his ears respecting 
certain irregularities among the Sodom and Gomorrah people. 

What we read about Jacob's ladder is as good material as any 
of the rest of it: "And he (Jacob) dreamed, and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven, and be
hold the angels of the Lord ascending and descending on it" 
(Gen. xxviii, 12). This account may be rejected by some very close 
critics on account of the angels climbing a ladder, when their 
prop,~~ way of ascending and descending was to fly.. But it will 

be well not to jump too hastily to conclusions, as it is barely pos
sible that this occurrence may have taken place in the moulting 
season of the angels, when they could not fly. 

While these Bible writers have very much to say about heaven, 
they have remarkably little informati(m to give us concerning 
the home of the sacred Santa Claus. \Ve have such phrases as, 
"And lol the heavens were opened," and "La, a voice from hea
ven, saying." . \Ve have to conclude that either heaven was very 
near at hand, or the voice, must have been thunderous loud, and 
if the heavens opened, it must have been on self-acting and clos
ing principle. 

"For the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled back the stone from the door and sat upon it." How 
did the writer know this? Did he see the he, she, or it (as the 
angel may have been) roll away the stone? How did he know 
that it was an angel? How did he know that the angel came 
from heaven? How could he possibly tell where he, she, or it came 
from? Heaven may be a bright place and full of light, but the 
manner in which this writer spreads out the New Jerusalem before 
us envelopes it in darkness, thick darkness. 

We find only a few instances where any attempt is made.to 
give us facts regarding any particulars of heaven that may have 
been witnessed by' mortal man. Yet we have a few such. For 
instance, Stephen, after he had made a great speech, among other 
things said: "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the son of 
man standing on the right hand of God." 

The writer of the gospel called Mark gives some other person 
credit for seeing into heaven: "So then, after the Lord had spo
ken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the 
right hand of God." It is hardly worth while to.. call attention 
to the fact that Stephen saw Jesus standing and the other party saw 
him sitting. Of course, he could not be expected to remain in 
either position all the time. 

It greatly puzzles us that these writers can write so much about 
heaven and yet give so little information; and besides, we cannot 
imagine how they could find out even what they did. They cer~ 
tainly had very long sight. For even if heaven is not far away, 
yet it was too far away for God to see what was going on at the 
tower of Babel, or in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and I 
suppose it was just as far from heaven down to Sodom as it was 
from Jerusalem up to heaven. 

I fear that these people let their imaginations run away with 
. them in regard to their ideas and facts about heaven, as they <lid 
respecting dreams, visions, trances, miracles, witches, devils, an
gels, and many other gross superstitions. Heaven and hell must 
pass away, but mankind must be exalted and glorified. 

248 State street, Chicago, Ill. W. S. BELL'. 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

Some thirty years ago the charity ball was first given for 
the aid of the "Nursery and Child's Hospital." From that 
time the fashionable element has taken it under its wing, and 
given a yearly ball. The last was as Jllonotonous and stupid 
as public balls are apt to be. The same gilded butterflies in un
dress were present as a third of a century ago, although they may 
be the children or grandchildren of the then belles. The same 
families were represented on both occa~ions. The same lauda
ble objects in view, to add to the hospital funds, to show their fine 
feathers. Change has not invaded this conservative festivity. Flow
ers and decorations are considered per~onal affairs, as of yore. 
Decorum is the marshal of the evening; hilarity and real fun 
the exception. If it is mirth to sit hours in a box, or to move 
stately through a dance, there is mirth at the. charity ball; other
wise not. The Astors, the Cuttings, the Rhinelanders, the Scher
merhorns, the Schieffielins, the Beeckmans, the Hoyts, the Len
til hans, the Motts, the Wilmerdings, the Livingstones, the Have
meyers, the Kingslands, the Vanderbilts, the Griswolds were there. 
It goes without saying that the ladies were as beautiful as fine 
clothes and Recamier could make them. Financially and so
cially the ball was a success, but we notice a mixture in the boxes. 
The grand march was headed by Mrs. William Astor and El
bridge Gerry. The music was furnished by Gilmore's band and 
Bernstein's orchestra, the former playing for promenading and 
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the latter for dancing. The \"omen seemed happy, the men Christianity holds that the turpitude of this offense was im
bored. Men go this ball to please their wives, to the French ball puted to all the posterity of man to the end of time. The 
to please themselves. penalties, to use the words of the Presbyterian confession of faith 

The press was simply brutal in its criticisms of Mrs. James ar~, ': Adam. and Eve being the root of all mankind, the guilt of 
Brown Potter's Cleopatra. From its tone one would judge there thIS sm was Imputed, and the same death in sin and corrupted 
is some 'hidden motive in its savagery. It bristled all over with nlture were conveyed to all their posterity; and they were defiled 
bitterness. These same papers commended her as an amateur. in all faculties and parts of soul and body." 
Why this change? This question is hourly asked. Noone ex Here arise.> a question of justice : Whether a mere moral 
pected to find in her the exquisite pose, the heroic action, the offense of a parent can be charged to a child born a thousand 
finished technique of Ada Rehan. The public demands fair treat years. afte.r the offense wa~ committed. If the ancestor was hung
ment. This, it has decided, has been denied her, and to empha for hIS cnme shall the chIldren through all time be hung for the 
size this feeling it crowds Palmer's nightly to see· her. This same offense? Is there a shadow of justice in subjecting little 
nightly greeting is an earnest of the contempt of the public for ' babes of to-day to 'sickness,. pain, and death because Adam and 
our d.ramatic critics. I think Mrs. Potter can afford to pay them Eve ate an apple from the only tree that bore the fruit of knowl
to wnte her down. These asses know all there is of art, and edge of rig?t and wrong. And then how hot must the anger 
would like to make their dictum a finality, but unfortunately for h we been kmdled to damn a whole unoffending race from birth 
them our people know the3e fellows, and knowing, condemn to ~e~th, not only in this world but to subject them to eternal 
them. p.am m some other; and .all because Adam and Eve aspired to 

Lillian Russell contends th~t she cannot wear tights at the nse above the dumb ammals and ate the fruit of the on~y 
S~andard without danger to her health. ~he is reported as saying knowledge-bearing tree in the garden. Could a debt of five dol
that her shapely legs will not stand pJ.dding with lambs' wool, as lars be ju:;tly .con~cted from a man now, whose great-great-grand
some other legs will. Who can blame the fair star for determin father hlddleg Insolvent to that amount? If our condition of 
ing to preserve her beautiful symmetry_ "A thing of beauty is a to~al depravity is what the churches say, we have struck bottom; 
joy for ever." So she breaks her engagement with Duff, and we can get no lower, for there are no degrees to the word total. 
goes to the Casino. Aronson is willing. Duff objects, hence Ask any judge or lawyer whether punishment could be justly the courts are appealed to. The opera is a fair success this sea inflicted upon a babe for the sin of an ancestor. " The son sh1.11 son. L')rd Fauntleroy is still drawing full houses at the Broad not bear the sin of the father." way. Daly is as popular as in former years. Such pains to But what could God expect now from a totally depraved race? please is taken by no other manager. The reward is success. 'If he got. the first soul of them, it must be by main strength. The Agricultural Department issued its last report for '88, on God tned several ways to restore mankind to a higher condithe 12th. It makes the crop of corn 1,987,790,000 bushels, 

ti~n. On observing that men began to multiply and that good valued $677,561,580, or 34.1 cents per bushel. The crop of hlr daughters were born to them, he sent his sons-for he conwheat 414,868,000 bushels, valued $38-l,248,030, or 92.6 cents trolled everything-to take wives of the daughters of men, rn 1per bushel against 68. I last year. On this side of the Rocky the sons of those wives became mighty men in the land and Mountains wheat has been pounded down to 100! in Chical'To. 
men of reno~vn, and there were giants in th~ land in those days. The bears are aggressive. The situation does not-look to ':ne 
But on lookmg around he saw men were WIcked. their thoughts bearish. For food and seed we need 340,000,000 bushels; \ye 
were evil continually-what could he have expected?-and conhave already exported 52,000,000 bushels, leaving out of this 
cluded th1.t hybrigizing was too slow a proce~s, and the prospect crop only 22,868,000 bushels to be exported, to go into the next 
was so discouraging that he became sorry that he had made man crop as we went into this, with an increase of 1)700,000 in our 
on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. population. Thus far England has taken no wheat from the 

Atlantic coast. She has supplied her wants from India and It seems, too, that he was sorry he had made the animals and 
Rl1ssia. The former is about barren of wheat, and the ports of creeping things, as if he didn't know at the beginning what he 
the latter are closed by ice. To this country she must look. was doing or would do. If he had said be was sorry' he had 

cursed man, it would seem to have been a little more consisNew York, Jan. 14, 1889. EUDoRus. 
tent. But Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord, and this 

REASON AND RELIGION. suggested to him that he might improve the race by evolution, 
az:d, therefore, he saved Noall and his family by whom to colo-

All truth is reas'onable. If any truth is unreason~ble it is just nIze the world anew. So the world rolled on some four or five 
like error, and hence the difference cannot be known. If all hundred years, but the race did not improve as desired; so the 
truth IS reasonable, it follows that whatever is unreasonable is Lord made another choice, Abraham and Sarah,' both nearly a 
untrue. Ho'Y can we know what is true but by its conformity hundred years old, mature physically and ripe mentally, to secure 
to facts? Reason, therefore, cannot be dangerous, as without it best results. Isaac was born and in process of time had two 
man would not be worth a groat. sons, Jacob and Esau. But the Lord loved Jacob and hated 

All history, whether in the Bible or out of it, must be tested Es:tu before they were born-both innocent alike. The Lord 
by its conformity to fact. , then chose Jacob, and from Jacob's four wives sprung the twelve 

If the position I have taken be correct, then reason is the tribes of Israel. When Jacob's family had multiplied to three
square, the rule, the measure, the scale by which to try every- - score and ten the Lord removed them to Egypt, probably to 
thing, religion not excepted. ReJ.son, therefore, is our crucible, educate them. He kept them there four hundred and thirty 
and truth, like gold, will not suffer by the crucible. years. And we don't read of bis giving any attention to any 

I now propose. to assay Christhnity by the crucible of reason other people of the world. He meant to make them a success. 
and hence I must begin at the foundation. If the foundation be Then he brought them across the Red Sea and kept them in the 
rock the house may stand; if it be s3.nd it may be washed away. wilderness forty years. During that time we read of no schools 

The chief corner-stone of the building is the doctrine that among them, and from their conduct while on their way to Pal
Adam and Eve committed an offense against God by eating fruit estine we judge they had not made much progress in the knowl
that grew on the tree of knowledge, instead of being satisfied edge of justice. 
with the fruit of ignorance which God preferred they should live On their way from the wilderness to Palestine they raised an 
on; for the fruit of all the trees of the garden permitted to them army of twelve thousand men and pitched into Midian and 
would not make them wise above the brutes. The interdiction killed aU the men and took the women and little boys captive, 
of G~d shows that he preferred ignorance to knowledge, for he and took them to their camp, separated all the young women 
went and told his companion-probably his wife, as he had said and girls from their mothers and little brothers. The girls 
before, Let us make man in our own image, male and female- numbered thirty-two thousand. All the mothers and little brothers 
Behold man has become like ,one of us, to know good and evil. were killed on the spot. The men killed in battle, and mothers 
As if it was a matter of regret or surprise, . and little boys, must. have reached fifty thousand. Were not 
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those people as much the offspring of God as any people, and 
he as much their father as he was of any? Was that slaughter 
the result of infinite love? But farther on they came to Jordan, 
where were the cities Jericho and Ai. God planned Joshua's 
battles for him, and Joshua destroyed those cities and people, 
men, women, children, and babes. And all this to recover- a 
people from a depravity with which God had cursed them. 
With God's special assistance Joshua passed through the country, 
killing as he went, to let the people know that there was a God . 
in Israel whose name was in their constitution, and himself presi
dent. He gave them their laws, and conducted them for hun
dreds of years. So much for a people controlled, guided, and 
governed by infinite power~ love, and wisdom. Taking that 
people as an example of perfect government, I will vote for our 
own in preference. 

But time rolled on, and the kingdom of God was divided a.nd 
c:llied the kingdoms of Israel and Judah; and a war arose be
tween them, and a battle; many.thousands were left dead on the 
field. Follow out the history of that people and notice the re
sults of an infinitely wise government. God had tried, by hun
dreds of thouslnds of S:1crifices, to reconcile the people to himself, 
and sent off their sins into the wilderness on the heads of goats, 
but all in vain. He S1.W by this time that something more effi
cient must be done, and made up his mind to make one more 
trial with them, not ·as a people but as individuals. Had he been 
wil:ing to confess his mistake in cursing a whole race, and 
rectified it, he might have saved three-fourths, if not more, 
of mankind. But he thought he would try one more expedient 
that would exhibit so much love and mercy that all men would 
be drawn unto him. So he concluded to beget a son and make 
him the offering. So he took a man's wife and begat a son as 
fIe substance of the sacrifice, and that sacrifice was to be made to 
himself to appease his anger. Anger for what? Could he be 
angry with a people for being what he made them? He himself 
had imputed to them a crime they had never committed-that 
of eating an apple from a knowledge-tree before ther were born 
-and then inflicted upon them all the agonies of this life, and 
death itself, as though they had been really guilty. Who had the 
most occasion to be angry? God's anger for that false yet im
puted offense had lasted four thousand years. 

The second essentia! stone of the Christian building is redemp
tion. God looked about and found a young married woman and 
begat a son by he~ on purpose to kill him and make people 
believe that somehow he would make amends to God and rescue 
mankind from unjust penalties. How could penalties be justly 
inflicted on persons for an offense committed before they were 
born? The Roman definition of justice is, "rendering to every
one his due." Can a babe be justly punished for an om~nse it 
never committed? If it can, then the Christian religion may be 
true. To recover mankind from the curse of such a law, Jesus was 
born and died. It is said he died to vindicate the justice of God's 
law. Can that law be just that inflicts distre3s upon a child for 
the moral offense of its father? How could the death of Christ 
prove the justice of a law that punished the innocent? All ortho
dox churches hold that Christ consisted of two whole, perfect, and 
distinct natures, the godhead and manhood, very God and very 
man,. yet one Christ; and that that Christ died for man. Every
body knows that :;t very God could neither·suffer nor die, and, 
therefore, it was only the manhopd that did die; and could God 
be appeased by the death of one man? If so, the death of a 
thousand would have greatly overpaid him. It is evident that 
thousands have suffered longer and more severely than he did, 
and died for themselves at last. \Vhere is there a man, woman, 
or child, who is not suffering, to-day, the curse of the law, although 
Paul says Christ hath redeemed us from it? If Christ has in fact 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, and the redemption price 
paid and receipt acknowledged, should not the prisoners be hon
orably discharged; and especially.babies who have never com
mitted a personal offense? Can a babe be justly held under 
execution after full payment and satisfaction has been made? If 
the offense of Adam was imputed to us unto condemnation, 
ought not the righteousness of Christ to be set to our cr,-dit to the 
full amount-debt and interest with damages? A. B.PIKARD. 

Canyon City, Col. 

- RELIGIOUS LEGISLATION. 

At the concluding meeting of the Christian Ministerial Asso
ciation of Califoniia, held in San Francisco on the 3d instant, 
"The Lord's Day"was one of the topics discussed. 'It was sub
divided thus: The authority for and proper manner of its obser
vance; The religious value of a day of rest; Are Sunday Jaws 
beneficial and desirable? The published report of "the meeting 
says: "R. N. Davis, of Napa, read a carefully prepared paper 
showing the traditions and customs of the early Christians in the 
observance of the day. He did not approve of legislating with a 
view of compelling- men to observe Sunday. The Lord's day 
being a spiritual institution, civil laws have no jurisdiction with 
reference to the manner of its observance." 

In this Mr. Davis has expressed the correct view in regard to 
Sunday laws. Sunday is a religions institution, and legislation 
regarding Sunday is religious legislation, no matter by what other 
name it may be called. A civil law enjoining a religious act is a 
law concerning religion and regulating its exercise, notwithstand
ing all that Sunday-law advocates have said to the contrary; and 
all liberty-loving citizens; of whatever religious belief, do well to 
oppose such legislatior.. 

But Mr. Davis was scarcely consistent, for "legislation to close 
saloons on Sundays he consiJered right, and he believed in legis
lating to restrain the wicked citizen, and for the preservation of 
law and order, in order that the preacher might have an oppor
tunity to reach the citizen who is liable to be tempted." So says 
the report. 

We have no word to say in favor of liquor selling; but to sin
gle out Sunday and close saloons upon that day simply that men 
may go to church instead of going to the saloons is entirely be
yond the proper sphere of civil government. But the plea may 
be made that the saloons ought to be closed on Sunday, not on 
religious grounds but because more meI;1 being idle upon that 
day more men patronize them. Then it ought to be extended 
to all holidays. The real truth is that men advocate Sunday clos
ing of saloons because of a religious regard for the day; more 
than because of oppo:.:~tion to liquor selling. And such laws tend 
far more to the exaltation of Sunday as a religious institution than 
they do toward the suppression of the liquor traffic.-Signs of the 
Times. 

"GOD BLESS BOB INGERSOLL." 

. "Every night before I sleep I say, 'God bless Bob Ingersoll' " 
said a young lady to a Sun reporter recently. "Why? Well, i'll 
tell you. 

"Everything has been going wrong with me lately. I've been 
what you would probably call 'playing in hard luck.' I've lost 
all my money, my income has been stopped, and I've been for 
the first time in my life thrown on my own resources entirely. I 
tri.ed everywhere to get employment. I am willing to do any
thmg, but everywhere I have been confronted· with the question: 
'What experience have you had in this line?' Not havinIT had 
any. it has been simply impossible for me to get a start e~en
a~d it sounds funny to me when I say it-even at tying up bun
dles. No one knows, no one can realize until she is thrown into 
the world unexpectedly, how hard, oh, how hard it is for a woman 
to get employment in this great, big, dear old New York. 

"Failing at every turn and getting poorer and poorer, I went 
to a clergyman whom everybody knows, and whom I had known 
in prosperity personally. Going around among the stores was 
bad enough, but this was worse. Still, I had known him and I 
was now cordially received until I had made known the' object 
of my call, and then I was informed very sweetly that 'we have 
so many members of our own congregation to assist, you know 
that really I-well-l'll talk it over with the ladies of our sOciet/ 
and will see if we can't recommend you to some place,' etc. And 
this was about the result with them all. 

"By this time I was in actual need, when the thought occurred 
to me to go to the opposite extreme and see Robert Ingerso'l a 
total stranger to me. I knew he couldn't kill me, and was s~re 
I would at least be politely treated. I was shown into his pri
vate office with my heart beating furiously, my brain in a whirl 
and without an idea of what I should say first. We shook hands; 
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and showing me to a chair opposite to him, he said: 'Sit down, 
pI ase, and let's see what the trouble is,' with such a kindly, cor
dial smile that I was at once at ease, and told him plainly just 
what a predicament I was in. He watched me closely and ques
tioned me shrewdly, and then kept people waiting while he gave 
me a lot of hi5 precious time and just such friendly, fatherly ad
vice as I have been yearning for. I could have just hugged him, 
while my eyes were full of tears. I felt already rich with his 
earnest sympathetic words, but b~fore I left he voluntarily helped 
me substantially. Then he came way out to the door with me, and, 
after asking me to let him know how I got along, his last words 
were, as he shook my hand: 'Good-bye; success to you-and, 
yes, I'll say God bless you.' 

"I think I've got a little start n0W, and that's why I say every 
night before I sleep, and a thousand times aday, 'God bless Bob 
Ingersoll.' " 

OUR GOOD WILL RETURNED. 

From the New York Truth Seeker. 

In sending out its New Year's regards-which the Truth 
Seeker is happy to .receive and more than willing to return-San 
Francisco FREETHOUGHT converts the benediction of the heavenly 
host into this: "Peace on earth to men of good will." From a 
human point of view this paraphrase is an improvement. Men 
of bad will-mean fellows, the liars, the pharisees, the bigots, 
the defamers, the hypocrites, those trying to injure their brethren 
-don't deserve much peace, and, if we ever prayed, we 
should pray that they didn't get any. California, by the way, is 
coming along to the front in Liberalism. In San Francisco; this 
month, and in Oakland across the bay, meetings are being held 
every Sunday, and the outcome of the 'Frisco gatherings will be 
the formation of a state organization. Over five hundred Califor
nians have signed a call for that purpose, and on Sunday, the 
27th, the largest auxiliary of the American Secular Union in the 
country will holj its first meeting. The object is to "help secure 
throughout the country practical compliance with the demands of 
Liberalism." California is generous, and having forced its own 
churches to pay taxes proposes to aid its sister states. This ac
tivity, we imagine, is due to FREETHOUGHT, which shares the pros
perity it has helped create, and comes out enlarged to sixteen 
pages; printed very neatly~ and edited with ability, discrimination, 
poetic fervor, and humor. George Macdonald it the presiding 
office genius .. Mr. Putnam bubbles all over with poesy, but has 
a hard, logical side nevertheless, as the ministers he has' met on 
his ten months'lecturing tour, in which he reached as far as 
New York, can testify. Their paper is a credit to themselves 
and the cause, and they deserve all the good fortune that has be
fallen them since the big-hearted California Liberals took them 
into the family. 

GOD AND PROHIBITION. 

In spite of all the Bible says in favor of the use of wine and 
other stimulating beverages, the Prohihitionists believe, or profess 
to believe, that God belongs to their party. The following ex
alted sentiments are written by a correspondent of the California 
Prohibitionist, who seems to be unable to separate.a political 
question from a religious one : . 

"The past year I shall never forget. It reminds me of old 
slavery days. Prayers and blood gave us the victory. God heard 
the cry of all good Christians, and the result was a speedy and 
terrible answer to our prayers. I am not a bit discouraged con
cerning the future of Prohibition. Our God is not asleep; n~i
ther has he gone on a journey. Oh, how grieved I am at 
the course of myoId California Christian Advocate! It seemed 
so designing for it to publish on the eve of the election just 
where all our bishops stood upon the question of voting. . Had 
all our bishops and pastors been conscientious before God, whose 

tors? All eyes ar~ upon their actions; truly, no eye but God's 
c~ look such men into contrition; but unless they do repent, 
bishops and all, God will not smile upon their labors for him. 
He will say: 'My sons, I can do without you. I must have holy 
humanity-loving men to do my work.' I cannot keep these 

• thoughts 	to myself longer. God, whose I am and serve, h.elp 
me, his child, to stand out boldly and faithfully for him! Thou
sands of our W. C. T. U. are hurt and some grieved at such lack 
of faithful trust in our brothers in Israel. Nevertheless, I be
lieve God will yet give us the victory." 

A RHYME OF THOMAS THE DOUBTER. 

\Vhen the Master had finished the story of the sower and the seed, 

And had shown his disciples the lesson of rock and wayside and weed, 

Then up spoke Thomas the Doubter, and his brow was furrowed with 


thought
lIe had seen a darker problem in the lesson that was taught. 
"Master," said Thomas the Doubter, "when' the seed sown is the 

word 
I can see the meaning right plainly of the lesson we have heard. 
" But, Master, say that the sower were God and the seed were men, 
And some of them fell by the wayside, what were the lesson tben ? 
" For I see men daily, my brothers, like the s=ed' of which you spokt', 
And. among the thorns fall many, and the thorns spring up and choke. 
"And some of them, good Master, fall where the soil is scant, 
And they perish there for the absence of the life for which tht!y pant. 
"It is easy," said Thomas the Doubter," for those on good soil cast, 
For they have their joy of living and the harvest at the last:. 
But those who fall by the wayside, in thorns and on stony grouno, 
Are they like the seed-grain scattered by a careless hand around?" 
But the Master was silent and mournful, and his brow was furrowed wilh 

thought, . 
And there lay on his soul a burden which Thomas the Doubter 11ad 

wrought. WILLIAM HERBERT, in the Open Court. 

GOOD WORK. 

\V. F. Jami.eson has aroused an interest in Shenandoah, Iowa, 
which has stirred the city from one end to the other, and the 
churches all against him, including the college. The Post ~ays: 

. Shenandoah was a busy town Tuesday evening last. A crowd 
gathered in the City Hall to form a new building association in this city; 
at the Congregational church, Rev. \Vickersham preached to a good 
congregation a week of prayer sermon; in the Knights of Labor hall, 
Prof. W. F. Jamieson spoke on "Objections to Freethought -Met and 
Refuted," to a good-sized audience; and the Free Methodist church was 
crowded 'Tith a large audience attending the revival there. This would 
indicate great mental activity in this community. . 

H. S. Holcomb, a live, earnest, Liberal, wrote to Mr. Jamieson 
to' be sure to give at least a week to the Liberal work in Shenan
doah. The Post again speaks of the result: 

The mental, moral, and spiritual forces of this community were in a 
state of violent agitation this week, as they were affected with tbe week 
of prayer services and sermons, Prof. Jamieson's Freethollght lectures; 
the stirring revivals in the Christian and Free Methodi,;t churches, and 
the grandly impressive Odd Fellows Ins~allation services. After all this, 
we ought to be a very wise and good community. 

Mr. Jamieson's address is Shenandoah, Iowa. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD will lecture at Denver Febuary 3, and at 
Leadville from Febuary 5 to J 0 inclusive. He has just finished 
a course of lectures at Salt Lake City, and has spoken also at 
Provo City, Payson, K.aysville, Murr.l.Y, Peoa, and Kamas, Utah. 

ABOUT this time, when the bigots are agitating for a Sunday 
law, there should be a large circulation of Harry Hoover's "Sab
bath Imposture." Price 10 cents; fifteen for $1. 

FREETHOUGHT, published at San Francisco, Cal., by Macdonald & 
Putman, seems to be in a prosperous condition. It has just added. to its 
dimensions, put on a new dress, and is filled with first-class Ltberal 
literature. There was a great want for a good Lib~ral paper on the 
Pacific cQast, and we are pleased to see the want so admtrably filled. 

servants so boldly they profess to be, may I ask what may have - Every Liberal on the coast should subscribe for it.-Fredhinkers' Maga~ 

been the result of our last election. I firmly believe Fisk would zine, Buffalo, New York. 

would have been elected. Our M. E. church alone could have 

carried the day. How can the voters of our church look their RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, 'cure dys. 
Judge in the face? How can they ask him to bless their work, pepsia, promote digestion, and r~gulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 

Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. * * and grant them a blessed outpouring of the spirit on their pas
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•• ",-.L'l) L~\jAL ..... 
LU'l1m PHYSICIAN. 
the mLst succt'sslu! (in
9pec ally) as his J.ractke w;ll 
surely I ro e_ '1'hll 
treats all thofltl peculia·· dis
eaM! 8 of young ami 
aged men 811~h as 
weaknt~s. impotency, &c.• 
suIting flom IIldfslrt'tioll and 
igllor~nce of youth. 1'bose wIm 
al·e ail ng shcmld send teu (h) 
(ents for his beok, "Private 
CounRellor," setting forth 
external Applicath..n-

A PO~I'.rIVE ('URE 

The bOOK is worth 
times its cost, lind should 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

WATCHFUL W ATGH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK, 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST I]VIPROVED AMERICAN STEl\I-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjuste<J, $16.50. -In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case;$1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b.:st op~n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-oun'ce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof cas~, filled .Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50,.$60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-l am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35· for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S;!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS~-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses ..•....•. $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons .. $3·40 

Gold do., $5 arid ....••• '. . . . . . . .. 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz. 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .................. ,',. ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you,) Elegant 8-d·ay Alarm Clock, worth $6 .. . 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one,., 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings., .... , .......... . ·50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives. . 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ..................... . ·75 

" Forks.. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to .... . 10.00 
" Teaspoons.. 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to ....... . 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, lh; springs,. $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Scot-

I; ~ ,'2rrl:,G:~"W~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ I;I~1 :;,tl~~, ~~e.i ~.l(~~';~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 
lu."' r·ut" lio:-it"ty. 1, 1. 'H~ 'V , at:..·UllIg, a .nd "Very In.tructlve.'' 

& Lt the most pollu-ar nnd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rove" by the lIlLIe of lIulr R Million to be the m('st popula R 
Readable IJecanse written in 1an!lu~e plain, chasle, anu furcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of 'l!ooical COllllllon BenKe·' wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~· by wbICh tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physlI'iaus, clergymen, crjt-t~, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of liubjecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who ., wants to know, yuu kuow," Will find it interebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEAT·URE htst introduced, consists of a ~ri.A NEW· ~ • of beautiful 4'olol'("'d unntCJ~ 

l~nl ~hnrt., infive colu~ guaranteoor:- u;~eriQr to any; efore oifiered in a iA>~ 
ular phYlliologiC91 book. arid rendering it Rltain the mo~t attractive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler Writt:R: .. I RollI the fir.;t six boQk4 in two 
hours... M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£ll.lI. MfmtllJlIe 
Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print nnd illustrations, the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper and binding. 

JIIJIUUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\ew J~rk. 

THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, !r.D., 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 7S cts. Addresi this office 
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All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope/! u~ed. The bOlk spoken uf sent sealed. 

Address. DR .k. P. FELLO\fS, VIN~~LAND, NEW Jl!:RSI!:Y. 
~ay where you saw tbis Advertisement. 

[From the WaRh:ngton National View.] 
Dr. Felluws, of Vineland. New Jersey oifl'rs his valuable 

services to aU those in need of a kind, sympatl.Jetc ami 
skil!ful physician. ISiruiliar arlvert sements from unreliable 
praLtitiontlrs have· Leen assailed aud exposed l.y the pres~ 
bu'., Dr. Fellows, a speciali~t. in hIS line. stan.ls f(lrelUosi 
ill his proft'ss! ,n, and the encomiums showered UP'1l him 
publicly as well a.~ in private, are i!atttlring evi..tences of 
the high appreciation and confidence h~s long and consc en. 
thus devotion to h II speciaHies in hia p oft'ssion have 80 
jus:ly merited for I.im, and it is safe to trnst him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELT.Ol'TS-Dear Sir: The remetly yoU sent 
is working like a charm. 1 otm cUllIpletely surprised the way 
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and tbat weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is cOllling out all 
right. Yours res, eetfully. J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair !'ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
frum young. middle·aged and elderly m.m, suffering fr.>ll~ 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a e now cured 
by my Extemal Al'plication. the greatest of all known 
remedies for this clas~ of di~ease8. As 1 a." an out-and'out 
Liberal 1 trust the Freeth·nhrs- of the land will give me 
their patronagl', and lJut waste tbeir timtl and money on 
Christian doctol'll. DR. F~LLOWS. 

J4 karat Gold Sca~ P!n...•.... ."............ : ..•••...•$ 4 00 
ILl karat Golu, sma,l B.lze Badge PlO.................. 2 00 
i4 karat GJld, smallslze Badge Pin .....•••••........ 275 
14 kara~ G.)ld, slllall size Bad&:e Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge 1'1n•••••••••••••••.••••••. 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin.................. .••• 4 00 
10 karat GoM. I::Imall Cbarm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat G"ld. Sma 1 Charm (for watch chain).... .•• 4 W.,· 
10 karat Uold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 ()() 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 W 

*Th:s is a Cull-bodied dlaIlJ(lnd, F('t so that it may be 
cleaned from thtl reve, se side and never lose its brilliancy 

Sent tv any adltress, prepaid. and guaranteed as repre
sented or mon,-y refunded, address, 

PUTNAM Ii/; l\lACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. Cal 

S, P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufilcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, /llnos, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 
. 41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. P. 
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PACIFIC Cl\RRIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS . OPI:JC'E, 11 POWELL ST. 


OLIVER lllNCK......V, ~UPERIN1.'ENDENT 


Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Comers Kear~y and Sutter Btl. 


Telephone 1950. 


'J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit gua:anteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBL]SHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
" The Open Court i:; a. weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliat~ng religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
matl~ to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bo!aring on scientific, religious, s'ocial, 
and economic questions. 

~ Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies ~ent free on application. 

LUG I F E"R THE L I GH T -BE ARE R. 
DEVOTED TO THE 

Frank and fearless discussion of basic principles 
in the field of governmental and social reform. 

For more than eighteen months this paper and 
its publishers have been prosecuted in the courts 
by the agents of the Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleged violations of the U. S. postal laws. 

Published weekly at Valley Falls, Kansas, at 
$1.25 per annum. Specimen copies free. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS~ 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church.Price, 10 cents. " 
-

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 


.T,he Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 


The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools,

Pnce, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav· 
ir.2s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $150. 

THE LATEST F.L\S HI ONS. 


~~~~NESSSUIT3 1'0.........................................................$25.00 

PAN S SUITS POR ..................................................... " 35.00 


TS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 

C~A.S. F. :SU::Fl.O-L\I.[AN". 


TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101-


Irel~nQ~nQ tne PD~~ !F~~;:;~7il~i~~~L~~~ 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIA.N IV. TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
infamous, distinction of being dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By]AMES G. MAGUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & M:lcdonald, 504 Kearny street, San
Francisco, Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 
' ,

An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris·
Ing all that relates to the progress of the Christiau teli 
Irion in "The Historj of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vindication (never b('fote published in 
this country) of some pas!l8.geB in the IMh aflll 16tH chap 
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author
Preface and. Notes by the. Editor, inclUding variorlln: 
DOtes by GUlzot, Wenck, lhlman, "an English Church·
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 p&lCes
Cloth. WiUl Engravinp. Price, $150. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
011 the DeclaratIon of Independence. Also, the Immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the national an· 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; 6 cop
I., 26 c:ent., 26 copies, $L 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
~L.~". of the Koral and Phyalcal World. By ~ 
D'lIOlbMla. ... Dew r.bd improyed edit.ion, wiib DOka b7 
~ !'we YOhImeIIa OM. ldoe,II. 

by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .:"ltatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. ¥rice 15 c~nts. 

Bible Mora s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.t>rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity." Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
discount on larger quantities. . 

Sabbath-Breaking. f) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heans: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scr.iptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
':iunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of \.. hrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. It Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA!
I Little LeS~ons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 
Jones, or the Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; :rh~ 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889. 
.. ... 
In order to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at the satne_ time to secure the dis· 

tribution of books that everyone should read, we _offer the fo11owing 
Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 

For One New Subscriber ($2); . KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

" 1'hree New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE 

" Fou~ New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A Inost Magnifi
cent Volume). 

" Five ~ew: Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, In Half Calf or Halt' 
:Morocco, (l11ost elegant style, $4 eo). 

" Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

, THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSIO~, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON 1'ALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

'VOLTAIRE'S RO:MANCES, (fine binding), $4.0q. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these works Will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full s·ubscription price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S VVORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by art Mtist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his OWh image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. InCn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 flO. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-Yohn Swinlon'l 
PdI. -

fir"ill~'IIL- u~; t\ r u~m. l'II<.:t:,.I.·· It i~ 
crammed with life, thought ami pr.. oun.1 emo 
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex· 
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Jf~/in 
IV. lI~IIClWS. 

Gottlieb: Hi~ Life' or, love Triumphant. A 
){omam:e of Mlthl Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 c~nts. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly t~IJ little tale, 
wouhl be a work of whi<,:h I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you
must read the book itself. 1 have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."- Eimillll Drake ,stenNer. I 

"lily Don't He Lend a H_'ntl? And other Ag' 
no:;tic Poems. Price, 10 cents. ":Mr. Put
0:1111 is a vig-)rotls poet. His poetry rings like 
a hell, and slirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-BlIlgflyitlS. 

\daml and Heva. Price, to cents. 'IA mag. 
nificent Agnostic poem, deSCriptive of the ever 
no,'el and ever my:;teriol1s I('gend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth ot imaginatlOn, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Tlu (/lIivnu, 
San Francisco. 

rbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tHic Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo

_	sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fllote's H~tllth 
AI(}lIthly. 

!ngersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-BostDn 
Imustipator. 

A Short -History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeloc. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
• 

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G.lngersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

Address this office. 

INGERSOLL'S WORKS.' 
rhe Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 

Judge JeremiahS. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, , •• 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages,. 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaId. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
her of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. 
tor of the San Fr~nciS(an. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 caples, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York OburtJn-. By Robert G 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. • 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price. 
scents. 

Address on the Civil Rights 8lit. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll', Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. '5. 

Tributes. -'Tribute to His Brother, It "The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast" 
and "Little Harry Miller'S Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, .and in large, clear type, suitable for 
f~ammg; four to any address for So centa, or 
either one for IS cents. 

Pr~se Poems and Selections. It contains, be
SIdes the celebrated "Decoration I )ay Ora
tion," and all the famous tributes, many 
other gems selected from'the speeches, argu
ments, lectures, table·talks and day-to-day 
conversations of the author. Fine steel por
trait and autograph facsimile. Price, in 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2 50. 

Photographs or Col. Inger801l. Cabinet, .JOe. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, FEBRUARY 9, 1889 

F. SCHUENEMANN-POTT and Samuel P. Putnam will address the 
citizens of Stockton next Sunday evening in regard to the Saobath 
question and the union of church and state. 

THE Freethinkers of New England held their Paine celebration 
in Paine Hall, Boston, and for the first time in fifty years Horace 
Seaver, editor of the Investigator, was unable to be present, by 
reason of sickness. 

NEW YORK has a rebellious priest in Dr. McGlynn, and Detroit 
has one in Father Kolansinski, who has established an indepen
dent church. Kolansinski's congregation go with him, and all 
are declartd excommunicated. 

THERE is one consolation for Freethinkers. When the National 
Reform party and other bigots have put God in the Constitution 
and crowned Jesus Christ king of this nation, there will be no 
further petitions for Sunday laws and religious enactmen+s. Then 
if people want anything of the administration they can consistently 
do nothing else but go down on their knees and pray for it. 

A DAILY paper heads one column "Christ the Savior," being' 
the report of a sermon. In an adjoining column is the caption, 
"Collins the Lamb," over the report of a court trial. To avoid 
misapprehension it is proper to state that while Savior and Lamb 
are one person by a conversion of reasonable human flesh into 
mutton, yet Chri~t and Collins cannot be made one individual 
by any confusion of substantives. . This fact should be borne in 
mind and not permitted to escape the memory. 

ONE section of the H Blair Sunday Rest Bill" provides that 
"no action shall lie for the recovery" of pay for service ren
dered or~ labor performed on' Sunday," and when so paid, 
whether in advance or otherwise, the same may be"recovered 
back by whoever shall first sue for the same." That is to say, 
after this bill shall have become a law, anybody may sue for the 
recovery back of salaries paid for service rendered on the first 
day of the week. Here is a chance for somebody to do a good 
business recovering the salaries of preachers, who. rend!!r and 
perform almost their entire services on Sunday. 

MR. A. D. CRlDGE lectured Sunday evening before the Single 
Tax society on " The Bible, the Church, and the Land Question," 
showing by quotations from the Bible that Henry George's theory 
is the true one. The fact that Mr. Cridge is a Freethinker does 
not lessen the force of a biblical argument upon his hearers, but 
it is rather remarkable for a speaker to attempt to prove a propo
sition that he believes in by other propositions in which he has 
no confidence whatever. 

THE Examiner pointed out that the Mechanics' Pavilion, where 
the late revival was held, had not sufficient means of e~it in case 
of fire. This was an underhanded attempt to draw popular at
tention from the danger from fire in another world, of which it 
is Mr. Moody's business to warn people. Let the :E;mminer take 
notice that if Christianity, which it professes to believe, is true, 
the subsequent home of the San Franciscan has a very wide 
entrance, no exits at all, and a most inefficient fire department, 
although conflagrations are perpetual. 

A CORRE5PONDEXT inquires the origin of the legend "In God 
we trust," found upon the coins of the country. So fat as we are 
informed, the inscription originated with the God-in-the-Consti
tution party, and first appeared on the coins in 1866. Under 
date of January 25, of that year, the Rev. Francis Vinton, writing 
to the Rev. T. P. Stevenson, secretary of the National. Christian 
Association, said, "It is gratifying to observe the pious acknowl
edgment of God on the pllblic coins." There was no legal 
authority for the innovation, except such as was vested in the 
mint master who struck the coins. 

THE CALIPORNIA STATE LIBERAL UNION. 

The convention of the Liberals o(California w~s a represent
ative gather~ng. The numbers and enthusiasm show the growth 
of advanced ideas. No national Congress has had better attended 
meetings. Without doubt, the audience at Tuesday evening's 
celebration was the largest in the country. From twelve to fifteen 
hundred people were present. At the first Paine celebration "in 
this city, Drily forty-eight were present. Evidently we have come 
to a shining land-mark of progress. But the gain will count 
but.little unless we go forward. We must not linger over the 
'past, but strive for the future. With each success the demand 
becomes greater. The California State Liberal Union is or
ganized to do something, and it is hoped that every Liberal will 
accomplish what he can. The first thing is to increase the list 
of membership. Two thousand, at least, should be upon the 
rolls. Over a thousand names were upon t.he call. These are 
practically members of the Union. Arrangements will at once be 
made to circulate copies of the articles of organization over the 
state so that signatures can be received at every point. 

J\rrangements also should be made throughout the state for 
lec' \.'~s-especially upon the Sabbath question, which is now 
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pending before the people and the legislature, and concerning 
which there should be unceasing agitation. Let everyone inter
ested see what can be done in his community. Have one, two, 
three, or more lectures if possible. By conferring at once, a series· 
of lectures could be arranged throughout the state, so that time 
and travel might be economized to the best advantage. It costs 
so much for railroad expenses on a lecture tour embracing 

"so large a territory as that of California that it is necessary it 
should be known immediately at what places lectures can be 
g:ven, in order to map out a line of travel embracing the most 
points. 

Where lectures can not be given on account of the fewness of 
Liberals and local resources, then contributions can be sent to the 
State Liberal Union to aid the work at important places. There 
are many places where lectures are not available at present. Let 
not, however, the Liberals of these places do nothing. Let them 
mass their forces, and have lectures at one or several strategic 
points under the auspices of the State Union. Sacramento, for 
instance, just now is the most important of these points. The 
State Sabbath bill this session will come before the legislature. 
It must be met by the power of public sentiment. Large popular 
meetings held at Sacramento will exert a great influence. Held 
under the auspices of the Union and representing the Liberal 
sentiment of the state, these meetings will have a much more 
than local effect. The Secular movement throughout the country 
will be advanced. 

There will also be need of legislative work and the distribu
tion of documents, and pamphlets trea.ting on the question at issue 
should be sent to every member of the legislature. This can be 
done most effectually by the State organization. 

The State- organization is to exercise no authority whatsoever 
in regard to local action. That proceeds independently. But 
for general purposes there must be co-operation. This is the 
strength of the churches to-day. They join forces. In this mat
ter of a Sabbath law they are joining hands. The Liberals must 
do the same thing. Th~alliance of the Turners with the Union 
is a matter of supreme import:;mce, and through that alliance a 
great deal can be accomplished for the secularization of the 
state, and for freedom and progress. If all who are in sympathy 
with Liberalism will thus heartily unite there is no question of 
success. 

The convention representing this fratenity of advanced thought 
opens glorious opportunities for work, and consolidation of 
forces. We look with pride upon the prestige which it gives to 
Freethollght now, ~ut in the growing future we seek the greatest 
result. A beginning has been made. We have struck hands; 
we know one another better. We can strike a heavy blow 
against superstition and tyranny. There is now not one but a 
thousand hands and hearts for Freethought and victory. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

I had the pleasure of a sitting Saturday evening, the 2d inst., 
with Dr. L. Schlesinger, of the Carrier Dove. I wrote off the 
names of persons living ~nd dead, upon paper. These wereI' 
rolled up and placed in my hat and passed to the doctor under the 
table. He selected, out of all the names, the name of the dead 
person-also by the same process the relationship and the place 
of death. The operation to me was simply remarkable. I can 
not explain how it was done. I do not deny the phenomena 
which the medium declared were present to him, but the line of 
distinction between fact and opinion is very subtle. T" 

phenomena are facts, but Spiritualism is still a theory, it is an ex
planation of facts-and as an explanation to me is not- satisfac
tory. Dr. Schlesinger, however, is an able exponent of the 
theory and developer of the facts. . 

I was at Slater's on Sunday night. The hall was crowded. At 
least fifteen hundred people were present. It was an intelligent 
audience. How many were believers I don't know. Slater is a 
vivacious, dramatic, skillful delineator. Like Barnum, he is a 
clever showman, whatever the truth or falsity of his tests. He 
makes himself at home with his audience, and mingles amuse
ments with solemnity. Good humor prevails, and as he says, 
"We come here not to have long faces, but the jolliest times 
possible." To the outsider the tests were quite astonishing, but 
possess no scientific value, for nothing was done but what might 
have been done by lJurely human means, and so long as I am 
persuaded that the dexterity of man can do these things I shall 
not believe that the spirits do them. According to the tenets of 
science, until the possibilities of all known causes have been ex
hausted there should be no resort to an absolutely new cause, es
pecially a cause of such magnitude as that of a "world of spirits." 
Now the possibilities of human cleverness, dexterity, manipula
tion, magnetism, electricity, mind-reading, have not yet been ex
hausted, and therefore I shall stick to our living humanity as 
the source of the phenomena. It has not yet been demonstrated 
that living man can not do the phenomena ascribed to spirits, 
and until that demonstration comes there is no logical necessity 
of a resort to a superhuman cause. 

It is a sign of the times that such vast numbers attend these 
seances. Spiritualism as compared with Christianity is a revolu
tionary and progressive force. Slaterism is opposed to Moody
ism. It does not base itself on authority, but upon 'one's free 
judgment concerning facts. There is no appeal to fear. It is a 
genial enthusiasm. Slater in his lively prelude made a few 
telling thrusts' against orthodox revivalbm. Moody's doctrine is 
that if I don't believe just as he says, I'll be damned. . Slater's 
doctrine is "Go as you please, you'll get there all the same." 

S. P. PUTNAM. 

RELIGION IN CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS. 

California made a good move when it took the printing of 
school books into its own hands instead of letting some big firm 
of publishers get rich at the expense of the school children. But 
in Jhe preparation of matter for text books care should be taken· 
to stick to facts and to exclude statements for which there is no 
foundation. For instance, in one of the reading books used in 
this city, we find the following 

CHRISTMAS HYMN. 

"The aged man forgets his years, 
The mirthful heart is douhly gay, 

The sad are cheated of their tears, 
For Christ the Lord was born to-day." 

The wrong of teaching children this kind of fable comes from 
the fact that Christ is not the Lord, and never \'vas, and that if he 
ever lived, there is no reason to believe that he was born on the 
25th of Decemter. 

The introduction of this teaching in the schools is an official 
declaration by the state of California that Christ is tqe Lord and 
that Christmas is his birthday. In other parts of the Reader items 
of hislory relative to the state are given, and pupils are left to 
infer.that what is said of Christ is as authentic as the genuine his
torical mat~er. In later years he will, of course, learn to sepa
rate mythology from history, but' the mixing of the~,two is mis
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chievous and worse than useless. \Vhat if the Reader should 
state that George Washington was born on the Fourth of July, 
1776~ and that under the administration of James G. Blaine he 
held,the office of postmaster at Milpitas. So far as historical ac
curacy is concerned, the statement would be as correct as that 
quoted about Christ, but the pupil would have to unlearn it nev
ertheless. 

We submit that even the state of California is not competent 
to decide that Christ was divine, or that he was born on the day 
when his alleged nativity is celebrated. 

AN ANXIOUS INQUIRY. 

We would like to inquire of the authorities by what right the 
s:lle of FREETHOUGHT is prohibited upon the streets of San 
Francisco. Boys with their arms full of other paper3 are per
mitted to vend their wares without molestation. Why should 
the old man whose o!lly income is that derived from the 
sale of FREETHOUGHT be driven off the sidewalk by every ruffianly 
policeman he meets? 

SAMPLE COPIES. 

We send out with this week's paper a large number of sample 
copies of NO.5 of FREETHOUGHT, containing the report of the 
convention. If those who receive these samples will kindly' sub
scribe, or distribute' them to people likely to do so, our object 
in circulating them will be accomplished. Per year, $2. 

THE MEETING FUND. 

The donations to the expenses of the January meetings were 
as follows: 
A. J. M. Campbell .....•.. $10 00 K. Parker ........••......• $1 00 


H P Stone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 5 00 John Robinett............. I 00 

W. F. Eddy...... . . . . . . . .. 5 00 R. W. Barcroft. . . . .. ..... I 00 

O. T. Davis ..........•. '" 5 00 J Van Hoeter .•.•••.....•• I 00 

A Debarry .•.......••.••.. 5 00 W T Jones ................ I 00 

Judge Heydenfeldt. ........ 5 00 Chas Sperry ............... I 00 

Hon A Schell ............ " 5 00 W F Freeman...... . . . . . .. I 00 

John McGlashan ........... 5 00 Theo Gomer .............. I 00 


A Hoyt. . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 00 Eugene Hough........ . • .. I 00 


Robert Gunther .......... " 3 00 J Vostrovsky.............. I 00 

Ed. Wegner ............... 3 00 Mrs L P Langley .....•...•. I 00 


H. E. Palanca ............ 3 00 A fri-!nd .................. I 00 

P A Clark................ 2 00 Samos Parsons. . . . • . . . . . . .. I 00 

L. and R. Kaiser. . . . • . . . . •• 2 00 Henry Kline.............. I 00 


Wm.Noble ................ 200 E.M.Hansson ............ 100 


A.Derming ............... ~ 2 00 H. F. Ebers.............. 00 

John Kaiser .............. , 2 00 Mrs. P. Van Hoeler........ 00 

L R Titus ................. 2 00 A. J. Andersen ............ I 00 


Geo Svensson ...•........ " 2 00 L Magenheimer........... I 00 


John E Jones...... ... . . . .• 2 00 J R Kaiser...... . . . . . . . . •• I 00 

Cash ....... , ............• I 75 Henry Kaiser.... . . . . . . . .. I 00 


J. Robertson .•...•....... " I 50 A. H. Schou. . . . . . ... . •. .. I 00 

D Buckingham............ I 50 B. B. Rockwood .•.•..... " I 00 

J Dumbacher... . •.•..• . .. I 50 A. L ..................... I 00 

W Jordan .....•.•....... " I 00 Mrs. R. Palanca .... : ...... I 00 

Philip Cowen ............ " I 00 ' Gustave Palanca. . . . .. . . . .. I 00 

H. Replogle ............... I 00 Jacob Hakius.. ............ 00 
Charles Kaiser .......•... " I 00 J. H. Fritschi. . . . . . . . . . .. .. 00 

Mrs. Rebecca Kaiser ..... " I 00 A. B. Burns.... . • . . .. . . . .. I 00 

A friend ................ o. I 00 G. W. Parker .............. I 00 

Frank Butler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00 Herman Fry. 0 0 o. . ... o. I 00• 0 0 

Thos. Lee 0 00 JoE. Clark ...... I 00••••••••• 0 • • • • • • 0 .00 • • • • •• 

A. Imbach ................ I 00 N. D. Goodell ............. J 00 

Alex Hauser .... I 00 Henry Kaiser. . . • . . . . . . . . .. I 000 • • • • • • • •• 

Ro Butterfield .•..••. o. I 00 N Lueders ..... I 000 •• 0 0 • • • • • • • • • •• 

. W.C.Lyon ............... 100 JacobSChmid.............. 50 


F. H 0 Schaedin. 0 50 A friend. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

0 •H Freichler ............. 50 E A Herman. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 50 

C. S Zejenwaldt...... ..... 50 A friend ..... ",'" ........ 50 

A friend. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 50 G. Willmunder. . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Mrs Reguin...... .... .... . 50 F. Woodward ............. 25 
Cash.,...... 500 ••• 0 •••• 0.... 

Collections during the meetings were received by 1\1r. A. H. 
Schou and turned over to the fund to the amonut of $ 138.25. 

All bills were paid by Putnam & Macdonald. The following 
statement was pre3ented to the Executive Committee January 29, 
the items allowed, and a vote passed that any excess of receipts 
over the expenditures should pass to FREETHOUGHT for its services 
in organizing the convention. Following is the statement: 

EXPEN~ES. 

200 copies of Call ............................... . $3 00 
100 Letterheads...... ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .....• 75 
Envelopes ..................................... . I 00 

100 written Letters .............................. . 5 00 

Postage on 100 Calls ............................. . 2 00 

Distribution of 2500 copies FREETHOUGHT •••• 0 50 00 

20 000 Dodgers (printing) ......................... . 18 00 

Distributing Dodgers ......•...................... 2 00
0 

Advertising in S. F. papers ................. " .... . 8 25 

" "Oakland papers ................. . 3 25 


Music (vocal and instrumental) ..................•.. 22 50 

Programs and tickets ........... , ................. . II 25 

Expenses of Oakland meetings over rec('ipts ......... . 7 10 

Rent of Irving Hall. . .. . ....................... . 112 50 


Total expenses ..... $246 600 ••••••••••• 

RECIEPTS. 

Donations ................................ $134 000 ••••••••••• 

Collections ......................................... " 138 25 
Dance Tickets ...... ,....• 20 000 • • • •• •••••••••••••••••• • • • • 

Total receipts ..........................$292 25 

Total expenses............... ... . . . . . .. 246 60 


$45 65 

The balance of $45.65 is Mr. S. P. Putnam's pay for a month's 
work in this city and Oakland--eight lectures in all. Other~ 

have worked hard for little or no reward, and the result in the 
magnificent meetings held shows what may be accomplished by 
endeavor on the part of a few and firiancial co-operation on the 
part of many. 

THE Chronicle's attempt to illustrate the Liberal convention 
'was successful from an adstic point of view, anl the pictures 
were well executed, but the controversy over whom they were 
intended to represent is not settled to this day. 

MR. HASSETT opens his reply to Fred. May Holland on the 
land question with the assertion that Mr. Holland's opinion i~ de
serving of no respect. In this Mr. Hassett errs. Mr. Holland is 
a schol:u and a thinker, and whatever he says on any subject is 
worthy of respectful consideration. 

CARDINAL GIBBO~S preached last Sunday to the 628 prisoners 
confined in the Maryland penitentiary at Baltimore, about four
fifths of whom, it is estimated, are Catholics. We base this esti
mate upon figures found in the Municipal Register of the San 
Francisco House of Correction. Of this institution there ~ere, 
in 1886-7, 462 inmates-332 Catholics, 127 Protestants,: and 
3 classed as Infidels (presumably heathens). To carry the gospel 
to convicts is much like shipping coals to Newcastle. 

THE beauties of the argument in favor of the California Sunday 
law were not all pointed out last week. The signers of the 
petition set forth that: 

"Unless the Sabbath is observed, we [the signers, ladies of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union] are on the way to Spanish bull. 
fights after the Lord's Supper, and the riot and doom of Gomorrah in the 
end." 

It is not easy to imagine the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union meeting to celebrate the Lord's Supper, and then adjourn
ing to attend a bullfight, but if our legislators think they are 
likely to do it, they should act in the matter at once. "The riot 
and doom of Gomorrah" is even worse. Let us inquire what 
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that riot was. We turn to holy writ, and find that the inhabitants 
of Gomorrah were guilty of unnamable vices. Are the'ladies 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in earnest when 
they threaten to repeat the offenses of the Sodomites and Gomor
rahites unless the legislature passes a Sunday law? Is there not 
some sort of moral suasion that 'Will induce them to refrain? If 
not, our legislators must arouse themselves to the' fact that they 
are confronted by a great issue, and proceed accordingly. 

~ DR. HARCOURT, of the Howard-street Methodist Episcopal 
church, ·wants a Sunday law, but no Puritanical Sabbath. He 
says: , 

"1 do not believe in worshiping the Sabbath. Now, while I hold that 
it is a good thmg for a man to go to church on the Lord's day, I would 
take away from no man his liberty of choosing his own way of spending 
this day of rest, while. he interferes with no other man in his enjoyments. 
If he who is shut up six days in the office, the store, the factory, says, 'I 
love the country, the seaside, the fresh air, and I am going to spend my 
Sabbath there,' I do not blame him, but in my heart say,"The Lord go 
with him.'" 

This is exactly the kind of Sunday liberty the state enjoys at 
present, and Dr. Harcourt's argument entirely disproves his 
proposition that a Sunday law is needed. There was a pleasing 
incident in this reverend gentleman's last Sunday exercises. 

tSpeaking of the Puritans, he said: ' I am glad they lived;" but 
before the enthusiasm aroused by this utterance had subsided he 
remarked, "I am also glad they are dead." 

THE Pacific Coast agent of the National Sabbath Union is the 
Rev. Dr. A. J. Nelson, pastor of a Methodist church in this city. 
He claims fourteen millions of signers to the Sabbath petition. 
As sympathizers with the movement, the Rev. Mr. Nelson men
tions the following persons and organizations: 

Cardinal Gibbons, 
President-elect Harrison, . 
National Committee on Education and Labor, 
Knights of Labor,,
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
National Reform Association, 
\Voman's Christian Temperance Union, 
The Christian Community generally. 
There is no way of determining the number of signers to the 

SJ.bbath petitions, but the dispatches from Washington state that 
every Congressman's desk is loaded with them. General Harri
son is in a compromising position. He has allowed his name 
to be used as vice-president of the Sabbath Union,' without pro
test. Meanwhile anti-Sabbath petitions are being numerously 
signed, but if they prove unavailing with Congress, there is still 
some hope left that when the proposed amendment comes be
fore the people of the country, it may bedefeated. With Sunday 
laws in all but two states of the Union, however, that hope may 
be small; for if the people will submit to state Sabbath enact
ments why should they vote against a national law? Taking one 
consideration with another, the outlook is uncertain. 

RENEWALS. 

This is the season for renewals, and we are reminded of that fact both 
by the large number sent in and by the large number that have not as 
yet reached us. \Ve have had a year's trial before a jury of our patrons. 
The verdict, which will come in the form of renewals, is due. \Ve trust 
that the jury will b~ unanimously in favor of giving us another year. 

THE" Sabbath Imposture," a pamphlet by Harry Hoo\'er, 10 

cents per copy; six for So cents; fifteen for $1.00. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

'Life has been worth living,. regardless of expens~,-dudng the 
past month. I have attended about a dozen meetings, and 
heJ.ru a gool many eloquent addresses from the platform, but 
the platform addresses, in point of absJrbing interest, in some 
respects fell behind those delivered here in the office. \Ve -have 
had many visitors. The first man to arri ve from the country \vas 
Captain Campbell, of Marshfield, Oregon. He was at every 
meeting. Then came Mr. John E. Jones from Round Valley, 
Inyo county. His hair and beard are white as frost, but he is 
the picture of bodily and mental vigor. Mr. Jones met here 
Mr. Owen T. Davies, of Brighton, whom ,he had lost trace of for 
thirty-eight rears. Both are from Wales; botn have been mem
bers of the Mormon church; both rebelled against the authority 
of Brigham Young, and left Utah at the risk of being shot. Each 
has achieved a competence, and it would be hard to say whi'ch is 
a Freethinker the greater number of hours in the day. Their 
meeting here was an incident that neither of them will ever care' 
to forget. 

N. D. Goodell, of S~cramento, was present for a day. I wish 
he could have stayed longer. He is a veteran whose services 
entitle him to a rest, but I don't see how we could spare him 
from the army. Perhaps he likes the armor, for he keeps it on, 
and is always ready for a new campaign. 

W. F. Freeman, of Stockton, is another old-timer. He sees 
all the difficulties ahead, but welcomes every new sign of advance., 
He works so quietly, and does so much without making any 
noise, that I have to refer to the subscription list to realize that 
he has sent in a subscriber for nearly every week of the past rear. 

With due respect to my esteemed partner, I wish Judge J. 'V. 
North, of Oleander, had accepted the office of president of the 
California State Liberal Union. I' never knew a man who I 
thought was better fitted for a president of this or any other Union~ 
whether of individuals or of states. He is .one whose counsel is 
sought by those needing good advice in large affairs. He re
minds me of the man whom we used to call the N es' or of Lib
eralism in the East-Elizur Wright. As first vice-president his 
wisdom will have much to do with shaping the course of Liberal
ism in this state. 

I thought to make a list of the visitors at the office and to say 
something about each one, but as I count the list it extends to 
such length that I have to give it up. Otherwise I would like to 
outline my impressions of them all. There is Mr. R. F. Grigsby, 
of Napa, a hearty, jovial man. He was at the dance, and though 
he did not participate, he purchased two tickets-one so he could 
see Mr. Putnam dance, and one so that Mrs. Grigsby might en
joy the same spectacle. He says it was the best investment he 
ever made. Mr. l'hilip Cowen, of Petaluma, is also on the list. 
He is a twinkling-eyed philosopher who points every moral with 
a good story. Also Messrs. Pepper and Parker, of the same 
place. Mr. Pepper has a philanthropic plan on foot to dQnate to 
the state, a valuable tract of land for a non-sectarian school for 
boys. He is quiet and sedate. Mr. Parker is also a worker at 
all times and places. A staid Vermonter, nothing suits him bet
ter than a dance, which he moves through with an accuracy un
known to modern schools. I should say something about Mr. 
G. \V. Thurston, who maintains, with an eloquence which I always 
applaud, that in no age or country has there ever been produced 
so great a man as Thomas Paine. Mr. Thurston worked hard 

, for the Convention. 	 He distributed thousands of circulars and 
advertised it in the highways and by-ways by word of m~uth. 
There is no estimating the value of his services in a hundred 
different ways. Though a man of austere self-respect, I have no 
doubt he would have been willing to make a sandwich of him
self and walk the streets bearing a placard before and behind if 
such a proceeding were necessary to the success of the meeti~gs. 
I give great credit to such workers, and all the more freely 
b::!cause it is a kind of honor which I have not the heart to.achieve. 

There was present. through the convention one figure toward 
which my eyes always turned with sorrowful sympathy. This was 
W. S. Rodgers, of Boulder Creek. He sat apart and alor.e most of 
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the time, thinking,!. suppose, of the wife who but a week ago, back 
among the giant redwoods of Santa Cruz, had' lain down to that 
sleep in which all who find it rest forever undisturbed. Mr. 
Ro:1gers told me about the twelve years he and his wife lived 
together, growing every year into better understanding and a 
deeper love; watching over their children, and. having no mis
givings except· that ,One of these children might be taken from 
them. They never worried about the possibility of either of the 
parents going first, until the shock came. ." Before this," said 
Mr. Rodgers, U I thought that the world was a good one to live 
in; that, on the whole, there was more of joy than of sorrow. 
But now I don't know. A thing like this offsets all the pleasures 
of life. I am lost and desolate." I could ~ay nothing. I never 
heard a word spoken that could lessen grief-it wears itself out 
at length. Belief in a meeting hereafter is no solace. Looking 
back upon the associat,ions of the past, and forgetting that they 
cannot be rene\ved, may furnish momentary relief, but the grave 
is here, and no man has looked into what is beyond it. 

. It is hopeJ that we shall hear'often from the Hon. Abraham 
Schell through the press and platform. His address on Thomas 
Paine merited the encomiums it received, which were many. 
There are not enough men like Mr. Schell, wealthy, talented, in
fluent,ial, . and at the same time fearle~s of consequences, and 
perfectly independent. Those who WQuid like to read 1\1 r. 
S;;hell's address will find it in the Carrier D~we of February 2. 

There are a number whom circumstances prevented from 
. attending these meetings. We all wanted to see Mr. lohn 
McGlashan, of Ukiah, as well as Thomas McCowan of the same 
place, and John Robinett, of Nipomo. Likewise Mr. Vostrovsky 
and Sam os Parsons and Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz, and the ex-Rev. 
R.l.Vlin, and others from San Jose. Everybody was inquiring 
for Ranford' Worthing, of San Diego. \Ve should have been glad 
to see the Parkers, of Anaheim; Alf Burgess, of National City, and 
H. L. Shaug, of Del Mar. If Robert Gunther had left his island 
at Eureka and been :with us, he would have received a hearty 
welcome, as would hundreds of others whom I call to mind with
out mentioning their names. ' 

Somebody who attended the Paine celebration carried away an 
o\"ercoat th~t belonged to Dr. Franz Kuckein, of 315 Geary street. 
Its early return is solicited. . . 

The sonorous voice of Prof. D. C. Seymour being impaired by 
a cold, the full benefit of his address was not enjoyed except by 
those near the platform. It is said that when his vocal organs are in 
good order, he makes t~e firmament resound. Professor Seymour 
came all the way from Tulare county to attend the convention. 

Members of the clerical profession who indorse the sentiments 
enunciated in the following memorial should issue it in blank 
form for circulation: 
To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United Stales of America: 
. GREETING AND BENEDICTION': Your Honorable Body (or Bodies) 
IS (or are) doubtless aware that a Bill under the name and title 
of the" Blair Sunday Rest Bill" is now pending before your 
Honorable Body (or Bodies) providing for the prohibition of all 
Secular work upon the first day of the - week, commonly called 
Sunday. - . 

Now we, citizens of the United States, having reached (and 
some of us passed) the age of discretion, would solemnly move 
that the said Bill be am'ended, before passsge, by striking out the 
word "Secular." 

And for the following reasons: We, who comprise a large 
body of citizens (forming a profession)~ known as priests, preach
ers, dominies, sky-pilots, and' ministers of the gospel, by the 
provisions of the said Bill, as it now reads, '\vould be wholly de
prived of the blessmgs of the proposed legislation. . 

It is notorious that we, members of the aforesaid sacred pro
fession, numbering some 80,000, many of us moral, are now, 
habitually, in a most shameful manner, compelled by our 

employers to perform services upon the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday, in the way of preaching, praying, and 
reading hymns, to the utter disregard of the Lord's day, to the 
total'demoralization of the community, and to the manifest peril 
of our souls. 

On that day when all nature sleeps, when rivers forget to run 
down to the sea, when mankind rest (and womankind if they 
get a chance), when the gin-mill is accessible only by means of 
the side entrance, shall we, respectable (and often moral) citizens 
of this republic, be forced by a tyrannical congregation to work 
ourselves into a copious perspiration hammering the cover off 
the word of God? In the name of home and foreign missions, 
we protest. 

. Let us have a United States Sabbath, when no citizen under 
the bright shadow of the Ship of State and the broad regis of the 
American fundamagoozlum, shall be corn pelIed to earn the 
sweat of his brow by labor performed upon the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday. 

We are excited and we mean business. Give us a rest, and 
pray that we may give you one. 

In the bowels of Christ, THE CLERGY OF THE U. S. 

I made some off-hand remarks a few weeks ago about Moses 
Hull, editor of New Thought, in which I gave sundry scraps of 
his history as I knew it. I relied on the charity of Mr. Hull to 
say nothing about mine, and I am pleased to see that my confi
dence was not misplaced. Mr I:Iull says that he will wait until 
I am six feet underground before throwing the bright light of 
publicLy upon my career. That suits me, because what is said 
of a person after the funeral cannot hurt his .feelings, but it was a 
narrow escape; and as the lightning of good luck seldom strikes 
twice in the same place I am not going to tempt fate any further. 
Therefore I shall have nothing to say of the way Mr. Putnam 
and. some others danced at the Paine celebration. They might 
retaliate. He received a bouquet when he was on the platform, 
and a good deal of applause at one time and another all through 
the convention; and then, when the dancing carne on, he took 
the belle of the ball for a partner, and got an ovation. There 
are some people who would take the earth as a matter of course 
if it should be offered to them. I thought the best dancing was 
done by Mr. Thurston. He had a stand where he sold books, 
and when the spirit caught him he came in front of the table and 
danced a solemn breakdown, afterwards returning to his former 
position and resuming business. The incident remains in my 
mind with more distinctness than any other I can now recall. . 

~ have received the following letter: 
NEW YORK, January 27, 1889 .. 

DEAR SIR: Tn the valuable paper you publish I have seen the "Sinaloa 
Colony Club" mentioned. If it is posslble will you be so kind as to let 
me know something about that organization? What is the object? Are 
they Liberals? Are they Spiritualists? Yours for truth and Liberalism, 

234 East 59th street. GEORGE KORNACHER. 

The Sinaloa Colony Club is a body of people re.iding at or 
near San Francisco, who feel an interest in the co-operative ex
periment being made at Topolobampo, Rtate of Sinaloa, Mexico, 
and who meet once a month to hear news from the colony. 
The club has some forty or fifty members. H. W. Faust, 6I~ 
Harrison street, San Francisco, is president. The members are 
Freethinkers, many of them being subscribers of FREETHOU~HT. 
Some are Spiritualists, some Christians; others AnarchISts, 
Socialists or Communists. Some of the members have faith in 
the ultim~te success of Topolobampo as a co-operative colony; 
others are not so hopeful, but all are interested in the experiment. 

I had the pleasure of attending the meeting of this club last 
Sunday, at 39 Fourth street. There were about fifty' persons 
present, the majority of whom spoke the German language. The 
proceedings consisted of reading of letters from Topolobampo 
and other points; a general discussion of the question of co,:, 
operation, and the payment of dues. Before the meeting dispersed 
it was photographed by Mr. Otto Sinz, with the best-looking 
people in the center; Mr. Putnam and myself were .on the out
skirts. Further particulars .may be obtained of PreSIdent Faust; 
or of John W. Lovell, 14 Vesey street; New York. M. 
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HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Joaquin Miller has presented the city of Oakland with fifteen 
acres of land to be used as a public park.--The Young Men's 
Christian Association of Petaluma, Cal., after a brief struggle of 
three or four months, has disbanded and sold its property at auc
tion.--A swindler calling himself J. C. Morris visited Oak
land a few days ago and induced a number of ministers to ad
vance him from $1 0 to $25 each for the purchase of cheap c1oth

-ing. The Oakland ministers thus far known to have been swin
dled are Revs. Gray, Sturtevant. Atkinson, Chapman, Penny, 
Merrill, Fleenor, and Hobart. The fellow got the money anJ 
never appeared again, but he sent the ministers a few yards of 
ched.p goods in return for their cash.--The opening of the 
new railroad extension from Ukiah to Cloverdale is promised for 
March I. It is no\\' open between Cloverdale and Hopland. 
-.-A bill providing for an $80,000 lighthouse at the mouth of 
Sinslaw river, Oregcm, has been favorably reported to Congre;)s. 
--There were I 14 deaths in San Francisco last week against 
146 for the corresponding week in 1888.--The Sharon will 
case is up again for adjudication in Judge Sullivan's court. There 
is an injunction on the plaintiffs forbidding them to reopen the 
case, and all who take part in it are liable to arrest. It is a queer 
matter as it stand3.--A grove of 30,000 orange trees is to be 
planted near Pomona, says. the Chronicle.--Commissioner 
\Vright, of the Department of Labor, at Washington, has sub
mitted a report \vhich relates entirely to the subject, "Workmg 
Women in Great Cities." The average weekly earnings by cities 
shows that women in San Francisco get the highest, with $6.9 I, 

and R~chmond, Va., the lowest, $3.93. The average weekly 
wages, computing all.the cities examined, is $S.24.--The de
funct Archbishop Alemany left $1 5,000 worth of property in San 
Francisco, which he wills to the Dominicans. --The exhibition 
car, "California on Wheels," now at Chicago, has been visited to 
date bi 73,000 people, and the enterprise is proving so pro
nounced a success that it has been decided to keep it on the road 
for six months instead of three. Time will thus be allowed for 
a very thorough tour through the New England and Southern 
Atlantic States. Further than this, a proposition will be made at 
the next meeting of the Executive Committee of the State Board 
to transfer the exhibit, thoroughly renovated of course, to Eng
land, there to make a tour which shall include the rural districts 
as well as the cities. . 
. It is authoritatively stated that upon retiring from the presi
dency Mr. Cleveland will practice law in New York, having al
ready associated himself with a firm of lawyers in that city.- 
The general car-drivers' strike in New York and Brooklyn is at-,. 
tended with collisions between the strikers and the polic~, and 
some blood has been shed. On Mon::lay no cars were moving 
in Brooklyn.--The legislature of Nebraska has agreed to sub
mit to the people of the state a constitutional amendment provid

~ing for eilher high license or total prohibition.--Property 
worth $3,000,000 was destroyed by fire in Buffalo, N. Y., Febru
ary 3.--Pennsylvania is expected soon to vote upon a prohibi
tory amendment to its constitution.-. -The Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania has released John W. Keely, of motor fame, from 
custody. Keely was some time ago committed by the Court of 
Common Pleas for contempt in refusing to explain the workings 
of his motor to experts appointed by the court. Judge Paxson, 
in discharging Keely, concluded that the order of the court com
m.nding Keely to exhibit and explain his motor was prematurely 
made because the case was not fairly at issue. 

The New York Herald publishes a .London edition, and all 
the newspaper men of the world's metropolis are agitated by the 
magnitude of American enterprise.--·A police inspector was 
killed at Gweedore, county Donegal, Ireland, last Sunday, while 
in the act of arresting a priest.--There is but slight danger of 
war between this country and Germany over the Samoan question. 
Things have coolE'd off visibly within the past week.--Crown 
Prince Rudolph, of Austria, was shot dead last week by a man 
whose wife he had seduced.--Fourteen persons were killed 
and fifty injured, fifteen fatally, by a railway accident in BelgIUm, 
onSunday.--It is stated that Sir Julian Paunceforte will be 
appointed British Minister to the United States.-.-William 

O'Brien, the Irish editor and agitator, \Va::. lodged in jail Jan. 3 J , 

to undergo his four months' sentence. He refused to remove 
his clothing and don the prison garb. The wardens did it by 
force, after a fierce struggle. His beard was shaved off in the 
same way. The struggle so exhausted him that the wardens 
thought he was going to die, and summoned a priest.--The 
Rev. Arthur Cornyn was found dead in his study at Strathboy, 
Ont., February I, with'a bullet hole in his head. It is not known 
whether it was an accident or suicide. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

[.A poem read by S. P. Putnam at the Paine Celebration_in Soln Francisco.] 

Forward the hero presses to bold strife; 

Ready to venture still his dearest life 

For that which makes the world most good and fair; 

Ready for man and truth to do and dare. 


o heroes shining on the ways of time, 

Valiant and strong, resplendent and sublime, 

How the wide world is lighted with your fame, 

Touched by the wonders of your spirit's flame. 


'Tis ye that harness:!d forces wild and rude; 

Befure the secret wealth of chaos stood 

And wrenched the crown that each and all may wear

The sovereign glory that the weakest share. 


And ye have trod the land of Greece elate, 

Fronted the beast and scorned the tyrant's hate; 

Built in the_ glowing air the city's pride, 


, And o'er the tossing seas new lands descried. 

Fair Italy hath been your bounteous home; 

SWl!et inspirations from its heavenly dome 

Have made you strong as the Olympian gods

Your blood has nourished its immortal sods.' 


England has been your glory and your woe; 
There have ye suffered, quenched your lightnings' glow, 

. Amid the shadows of the scaffold grim; , 
There have ye perished with your hope still dim. 

o heroes, many are your words and deeds, 

Throbbing in sword, in lyre, in bitterest needs 

Of cruel war, in artist's fire divine, 

In him who flung the plummet and the line. 


And in this band, amid the foremost throng, 

Worthy the poet's ardor 'and his song, 

In star-like majesty, o'er bigot's bane, 

We welcome and we honor Thomas Pame. 


o royal soul! 0 reckless genius grand! 

Spurning thy safety, quick to give thy hand 

To truth and freedom; where they led the way 

Still wouldst tho. follow, though all thundered nay. 


o beautiful the hope that poured its star 

In this new world, across the ocean's bar: 

Glittering against the dark of ancient yea'rs 

Man's way seemed op!ning into golden spheres. 


Yet still the tyrant's chain and minions· ruled, 

And olden custom the weak heart befooled, 

And Liberty went stumbling, blind, though strong

Men feared to break the fetters linked so long. 


{lntil the master mind the secret blazed; 

Olt-rayed the new, and the old structure razed; 

Rung the glad word that launched the future's weal; 

Flung wide the doors with magical appeal. 


o flag we love, that floats upon the air 

In constellated glory, ever fair, 

With streaks of .rujdy dawn and flashing light

Of human hope· the emblem broad. and bright-


Tossing and heaving over land and sea' 

As if the heart of heaven out-bloomed in thee. 

o happy flag! the grandest in thee wrought 
Was born of Thomas Paine's far-reaching thought. 

And when the storm of revolution rolled 

O'er wretched France, he was the leader bold 

Who, 'mid the tumult, saw the eternal right; 

He fought the despot, but with justice' might. 


For when the unshackled hand would slay the king, 

As if he too were but a senseless thing, 

Brave Paine defended. him though dungeon's gloom 

And death itself appeared his certain doom, 
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D.!spot and slave have rights no law can take, 
No crime can strip of and no fortune shake; 
And for these rights Pame dared to speak, to die, 
Not for a friend alone-but enemy. 

Still more than this; he 'saw the deadly hoh! 
Of superstition, and the darkness rolled 

Upon the mind of man by holy lies; 

The stupid incense rising to the skies. 


Anll though the wisest dart'd not speak their mind, 

So deeply did the cruel fetters bind, 

Yet Paine, the bravest, struck the bl"w that still, 

With sweep of ages, hath new power to kill. 


He hath been curs~d, he will be blest to· day, 

For truth and freedom make their conluei-ing way. 

Truth may b:! harsh, but it is joy sublime; 

Lie e'en for virtue, and .it is a crime. 


All honor, then, to him whose faithful pen 

Made tntth so homely, yet so rich to men. 

He would not write like courtier or a slave, 

And so the priesthood cursed him to his; gra ve. 


But 'lis not ended yet; the battle cry 

Issounuing on, th! flag floats; in the sky. 

Falsehood is lo.:;ing all its charms and power-

Flees with the night and drea:ls the mormng's hour. 


Forward we look and greet the happy years 

That, garlanded with truth, disp=1 our fears 

And make us patient 'spite the wrong" we see, 

For they must vanish, many though they be. 


But while we gather hope and fresh delight, 

And walk with bounding step to some new height; 

\Vhile cheering pr03p~cts op~n far and wide, 

Melting to glory in the still untried, 


Let us think dearly of the wondrous past, 

Its life flows with us-with our fate is cast. 

It is an impulse most divine and hIgh, 

In heart, brain, muscle, skill, and energy. 


The past hath gifted us with mighty prize, 

Out of its toils, its pains, and agonies, 

And as we gaze upon its silent years. 

Sinking before the brilliance that appears 


From the far quickening bosom of to-day, 

Amid its stars that shine with vivid ray, 

Flooding our path with still uncounted gain, 

Is the heroic, noble, splendid, Paine. 


THE SILVERTON CELEBRATION. 

Yesterday your correspondent drove twelve miles through the 
- Oregon mud, to the little city of Silverton, to attend the Paine 

celebration of the Silverton Secular Union. Readers of FREE
THOUGHT will remember that the great "Christian champion," 
when he was around here last fall, loudly proclaimed the death 
of this Union, and even went so far as to preach it a funeral ser
mon in Silverton. But that institution has proved a very lively 
corpse, having had another "funeral" on Christmas (when 
their hall failed to hold all the people who came), and another 
yesterday evening, when some two hundred people were present, 
notwithstanding the bad condition of the roads. 

The exercises consisted of a couple of short addresses, music, 
recitations, singing, more recitations, and music. They do these 
matters up in shape in Silverton ( at least the Seculars do), and 
the audience appeared to be duly appreciative. 

After exhausting the programme, the president announced that 
the" obsequies" would be repeated one year hence; and the hall 
chairs were then moved to one side, and those who chose pro
ceeded to trip the light fantastic. It isn't everybody who can 
dance at their own "funeral," and keep it up year after year. 

The dancing festivities were elegant, refined, and in good 
style. The music was superb; and altogether the scene as it ap
peard from the stage (where your correspondent sat, with other 
old" sinners" ) was sufficient to have given the average orthodox. 
preacher the horrors. . 

The Silverton Secular Union is in good shape, and prosper
ing. The result of the Underwood-Braden debate is all that they 
could reasonably desire, and Liberals all over the country are 
well pleased. The orthodox will never repeat the experiment 
here. Their"champion" has departed for pastures new, and 

we have only one Christian" bully" left in Oregon. Sic tranSl~ 
glorz'a St. Braden. F. S. MATTESON. 

Aumsville, Oregon, January 30. 

ROME AND THE SCHOOLS. 

[From an address by Mrs. Scott Briggs at the San Francisco Paine 
Celebration. ] 

\Ve are here to-night not so much to honor an individual, as 
to pay respect to that cause and those principles he so well illus
trated, and through and by which the world is better -off to-day. 
The one great principle of his life, illustrated in all his writings, 
and by his every act, was Liberty; liberty for man, liberty for wo
man, liberty for child. The personality of our being demands 
the freest exercise of thought and action in harmony with Liberty. 
There can be no true libertv with that man or woman who is 
bJund down by a creed. Where pJ.tristic authority takes the 
place of reason, the grandest gift to man; where the priest or the 
church or the creed binds the consciences of men, they are sla ves 
to that extent. Yet, in his encyclical letter, Leo XIII. has the 
effrontery to propose that "the state must profess some one relig
ion, and the Catholic being that which alone is true, should be 
professed, preserved, and protected by the state; and false doc
trines should be diligently repressed by public authority." "I 
anathematize." continues the pope, "all who maintain the liberty of 
the press, and all advocates of the liberty of speech, which is the 
liberty of perdition.. The absurd and erroneous doctrines, or 
ravings, in defense of liberty of conscience, are a most pestilential 
error-a pest of all others most to be dreaded in the state. I 
anathematize those who assert the liberty of conscience, and of 
religious worship, and all such as maintain that the church may 
not employ force." 

Is it not time, men and women, that we awaken to the necessity 
of keeping in our minds the Declaration of Independence, and 
the principles which the one we meet to honor taught r Would 
it not be well to have the time that is now occupied reading the 
Bible in our schools given to teaching our children the principles 
he set forth? Do you realize the successful endeavor of a Catho
lic board to Romanize the literature of the public schools of 
B.)ston ? If so, arouse to action, and with voice and pen, as did 
Thomas Paine, strike ecclesiasticism blows full in the face. Strike 
it with all the force and energy engendered by the knowledge 
that the Jesuits of the Boston school board have driven truthful 
history out of the public schools of Boston, and substituted in its 
place false history; they have driven out every standard, authen
tic, and truthful history of any part of the Christian world, or era 
of Christian civilization, that is not colored in the interests of 
the papacy and the church of Rome. 

In the history in use by the Boston school board, containing 
four hundrej and twenty-nine pages, thirty lines are devoted to 
the life of Abraham Lincoln, and forty to Archbishop Hughes; 
twenty-eight to George Washington, and thirty-seven to Father 
Peter de Smet. All that is truthful in history, that does not- re
dound to the glory of the Roman church, is suppressed. Rome 
has let loose its Jesuits upon our common schools, with the delib
erate intention of destroying them~ Witness the following facts: 
In the city of Brooklyn, where, thirty years ago, there were only 
35 parochial schools, there are now 90. In the city of Manches
ter, N. H. there are more children attending the parochialt 

schools than the public. In Chicago, one year ago, the schools 
were closed for Good Friday. These facts indicate clearly the 
efforts being made throughout the land. 

THE LIBERAL SPIRITUALISTS. 

The Liberal Spiritualists meet every Thursday evening in Fra
ternity Hall, 909i Market street. On Thursday evening, Jan~ary 
24, the exercises were. of unusual interest. Our commodIOUS 
hall was well filled with that class of earnest souls who fully ap
preciate a live subject and good speaking and singing. The 
meeting was called to order by our affable chairman Mr. A. A. 
Stout, and opened with vocal music by· a trio consi~tin~ of Mrs. 
Rutter, Mrs. Cook. and Mr. Ely; Mrs. F. B. Smut, plamst. The 
solo singing by Misses Margie and Nettie Cohn was fully ap
preciated. 
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Mr. S. P. Putman delivered an address upon the subject, "Is 
Christianity a Failure?" Mr. Putman is a clear and logical 
reasoner, and speaks with earnestness, pathos, and power, elicit
ing repeated and well-merited applause. The speaker reviewed 
Christianity from the time of Constantine down through the ages, 
until the Christian church had been divided and subdivided into 
nearly five hundred different sects, proving that its pathway had 
been deluged with human blood. Mr. Putman held the audience 
spellbound for about one hour, and his closing words were 
heartily cheered by the audience. 

The chairman then called on our well-known friend Mr. ·C. 
Fair for a short speech. We regret not having space to report 
these speeche~ in full. Every Thursday e\'ening the meetings are 
held at this hall.-Carrier Dove. " 

THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, LL.D., PRESIDENT. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary ............•. 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer .......•.................. Rochelle, IlL 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com ... ~ •. 120 Lexington ave., New York 
MATTIE A. FREEMAN, Chair. Fin. Com., 241 Wash. Boulevard, Chicago. 

A SECULAR REVIVAL IN MINNESOTA. 

For some time Brother Marlett, whose duties take him to Min
neapolis every week, has been on a still hunt for Liberals to in
augurate a Secular society in that city, and he discovered a num
ber who were finally drawn together and became enthusiastic for 
org'anization. For~most among them was John Maddock, a stal
wart Freethinker, physically and intellectually, and who, I heard, 
held down the ministers of Minneapolis, through the press, occa
sionally hiring a hall or opera house to reply to some particularly 
erroneous or malicious sermonizer. . 

Messrs. Greaves and Lownd, both bright, intelligent business 
men, took hold of the question with enthusiasm, and their im
porting and jobbing house, on Nicollet avenue, has been alive 
with Liberal work. Partners and half brothers, they are one in 
sympathy with the American Secular Union, and propose to firmly 
plant the standard of Universal Mental Liberty in the fairest city 
in Minnesota. 

Some preliminary meetings having been held, and Brother 
Marlett ofiering to secure my transportation over the \Visconsin 
Central line, so that I could more thoroughly explain the attitude, 
purpose, and object of the American SeculafUnion, an invitation, 
was sent, to which I gladly responded. 

Friday night, the 18th, we whirled out of Chicago, and I 
found to my surprise that the Wisconsin Central can boast of· as 
creditably equipped a road as any in the Northwest, although it 
has only been in operation two years. 

Yesterday afternoon we passed through St. Paul en route to 
Minneapolis, and the first thing to attract my attention was the· 
fur overcoats in which men were attired, giving them the appear
ance of perambulating bears, or stuffed buffalo robes out on mas
querade. The children, even, wore toboggan suits on the streets. 

As it is seldom you obtain a favorable impression of a city 
from the railway tracks, I charitably kept that fact in mind in 

reference to St. Paul. High on one promontory could be dis

cerned the palatial residence of some magnate, whose towers, like 

minarets, ambitiously pointed upward; but looking down, your 

eyes meet the "flats"-a sort of scooped-out gully-:-where shan

ties seem to have been thrown' with particular regard to promis

. cuity. No two stand at the same angle. The inhabitants, I un

derstand, pay $1 per month for the ground rent, and throw up 

their own shanties, which appear more like pig-pens than habita

tions for human beings. 

A short ride, and we are in Minneapolis-a modern marvel
a city 5icarce more than a score of years old-a young suburban 
stripling, which has far eclipsed in progress its ancient saintlv sis
ter, but. the saints are generally getting left, so that St. Paul' can
not expect to be made an exception. . 

We had little time to more than take supper and' get shaved 
(as no barber-is permitted to compete with the Minneapolis min
isters in shaving the public on Sunday), before the business meet- ' 
ing in the handsome parlors of the Eastman block. 

Brother Greaves being secretary of an association which meets 
here, he secured these luxurious quarters for the Liberals. A 
handsome silk flag was nailed above a gilt cross, signifying the 
Secular Union motto. -

Here, among those assembled, we met an old acquaintance, 
W. G. H. Smart, formerly of Boston, who has been ina sort of 
monastic retirement in Dakota for the past four years, one of the 
ablest writers on economics I have known. Readers of the In
dex, Investigator, and other Libclal journals will well remember 
him. He responded to the call for secular workers. Mr. Geo. 
Davis, author of a new theory on the origin of "Life and Species, 
and their Distribution," was there to be enrolled. 

Dr. and Mrs. Van Damm were active participants in the for
mation of the society, and are Liberals of a highly intellectual 
order. 

Mr. Curtis, who acted as temporary secretary, is one of the 
grand old guard of the Liberal League, as is also Mr. Macomber, 
whose years have impaired neither his health, mind, nor enthu::>i
asm. Years ago he shook up the judges of this city by refus
ing to swear, and the agitation which followed doubtless re
sulted in the favorable law which Minnesota has since adopted. 
Mr. \Vest was formerly a reader of the Truth Seeker, which 
accounts both for his interest and heresy. I was also intro
duced to a young Mr. Stevens, who, I hope, will to some 
extent follow my example. 

Mrs. John Maddock is an earnest, cordial, motherly matron, 
anxiGus that her two charming daughters-whom I will name 
Artemis and Aphrodite, as I know no others-shall learn some
thing of the moral lesson of nature, from which there is little 
fear they will ever backslide. They are brimful of brilliance 
and vivacity. 

By some misapprehension, the committee on whom devolved 
the dULy of reporting a name, constitution, etc., had reported in 
favor of naming the organization the "Radical Cluh." 

However, after a brief exhortation, showing ,the demand of 
a national organization to combat the encroachments of church 
and state, the committee magnanimously and·unanimously with
drew their report, and the Secular Society of Minneapolis, a reg
ularly ·chartered auxiliary of the American Secular Union, with 
by-laws and constitution drawn up in accordance therewith, was 
soon an accomplished fact. The meeting remained to a late 
hour and listened to the secretary, who, in an informal manner, 
related what the national organization had accomplished in the 
past, what it was doing now, and the work it had outlined for the 
ftiture. 

The next day Brothers Maddock, Lownd, Marlett, and the 
~ writer dined at the Windsor, where I learned some of the remark
able history of Broth'er Maddock, which would furnish ample 
material for a first-class romance, as fact is, after all, stranger than 
fiction. When a boy in his teens he was on . a British transport 
before Sebastopol, and helped to carry the wo~unded to and from 
the hospital at Scutari. After. that he was in the British naval 
service, and has seen nearly every country and every clIme on the 
globe, affording opportunities for personal observation apd com
parison, \vhich area rich mine of wealth to the person of active 
mind. lIe still believes that truth ever sails to windward. 

As.an afternoon lecture had been arranged I had the pleasure 
of greeting Bro. H. C. Draver, whom we appointed as the exec
utive member for Minnesota, and who had come down from 
Stilh,:ater. Brother Draver is a young man 'of unusual intellec
tual attainments, a graduate of the Freethinkers' Academy at 
Milwaukee, and thoroughly alive to the secular interests. As a 
clerk in a large manufacturing in~titution he is doubtful that he 
can spare the time for the duties, but his desire is good. I had 
intended to give my lecture on Romanism, but, by request gave 
"Reasons in Refutation of a Personal Creator," at whidh Mr. 
Maddocks presided. I prefaced my remarks, however with the 
attitude of the American Secular Union, and gave tho~e present 
to understand those were not necessarily the views Secularists 
were expected to subscribe to, as that organization, outside the 
Nine Demands, represented no special beliefs, but the rights of all. 

The leading paper of Minneapolis, the Tribune, devoted a col-
Ulbn to the lecture. . 

The Tribune's report of the evening lecture. was both cordial 
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and complimentary, and it i& evident that one paper in Minne
apolis is beyond the pale of bigotry and prejuflice; or, I should say, 
its reporter is. 

Quite a number respond~~to the sp~aker's invitation to join 
the Secular Union, among whom were Mr; and Mrs. Brockman, 
the latter of whom I had the pleasure of meeting in Chicago; also, 
Mr. Corbett, with whom I had corresponded. The audience very' 
generally came forward to sign a protest to the Blair Sunday bill. 

. Bright and early Monday morning Mr.· Maddock drove up to 
the hotel to show me the glories of Minneapolis, and when 
Brother Lownd had invested me in a fur-lined overcoat, it was con
cluded I was like Ajax, rcadyto defy the elements. It was gray, 
frosty, and misty, and it required no great stretch of the imagina
ti.911 to conjure up phantoms of Ossian's heroes doing battle in 
the heavy-hanging snow-clouds, or seeking fir-trees for spears, 
under the ghostly guidance ofsome Fingal of the North. 

I paid no attention to streets or location as \ve drove past beau
tiful temples of superstition, massive marts· of trade, the finest 
hotel (said to be) in this country, and pllatial residences where, 
twenty years ago, the wolves in plenty prowled, and possibly 
nightly ho\vled. When Mr. Maddock went there nineteen years 
ago, only a few shanties OCt upied the splendid nlain avenue, with 
a drive as fine as a boulevard.. The residences being erected 
are particularly fine-largely of the castellated order, having.tow
ers and turrets, miniature battlements and embrasures. 

Can the imagination take in a panoramic generalization from 
the landing of the persecuted and persecuting Pilgrims on the. 
rock-bound coast of Plymouth-men who fled from death at the 
gibbet by religious persecution, whose spirits are to-day manifest 
in this grand marv:el bf the western world? How little these 
Pilgrims kne\\"~in spite of blue-laws or witch-burning-that the 
great broadening continent, stretching out thousands of miles, 
wO~lld, through that great underlying law-necessity-sweep away 
their tenet~ as they would have swept out cobwebs. The stroke 
ofthe first axe made by willing but unskilled hands foretold the 
aggressive efforts of man the conqueror. The clearing of the 
way for this west~vard empire made man more and more con
scious of his powers and capacities. 

We halt on one side of the mighty Missi~sippi, whose voice and 
motion is very pacific, and my worthy guide endeavors to explain 
how this great river has been harnessed up to do in never-end
ing toil the work of these vast flour mills. Another mill-race is 
being made, so we look into .the rocky cavity. which suggests 
Byron's lines: 

. "To gaze on the torrent that thundered beneath." 

As this was not the great Pillsbury mill, Brother Maddock, who· 
holds the responsible position 01 purchasing agent of this vast in
stitution, the greatest milling interest in the world, hastened me 
over the river, to the A mill, claimed to be the eighth wonder 
of the worId, ,because it grinds about IO,OCO,OOO bushels yearly; 
has a capacity of 7,000 barrels daily; makes more flour than 
any two mills on the globe; could feed two cities as large as New 
York; and that 200 cars are .required every day to take wheat 
into and flour and -offal out of the three great mills of Chas. A. 
Pillsbury & Co., whose combined capacity is daily 10,000 barrels. 

. I was astounded to learn that wheat ground in this mill goes 
through 175 different processes. Brother Maddock took me from 
floor to fioor, e~plained minutely the machinery, but the build
ing itself was so filled with a continuous; mono~onous, subdued 
whirring s:)und, that I could comprehend little of what was said. 
He showed me the turbine wheels, the power gearing, the con
verors, separators, cyclone !'lifters. bolters;and every conceivable 
device, but when I got through I couldn't tell whether I was a 
sifter, a conveyor, a separator, or a grinder, or what not, but the 
whirr, whirr, was omnipresent. Machinery, to my mind, is very 
much of a muddle. 

Out of a trap-door at the roof we went to behold the belutiful 
city at our feet, but I considerately refrained from concoct
ing any scheme to carry it· back to Chicago, and left the ~vhol.e 
business un~ouched for the l\linneso~ans. They may conSIder It 
a narrow escape, especially the owner of a fur-lin:d coat. . 

One marvel oCt he mills I should have mentIOned was that 
everything ~eems to ,,,ork aUlc)rIuitically. They ha\'e an aut~m~
tic fire-service which will deluge the floors whether anyone IS III 

the building or not. Elevator doors close automatically, machin
ery fills the sacks and barrels, and the only labor left for hanJ
work is nailing up the barrel heads, and the way they do it is 
wonderful. Fast as the eye can follow the hammer, down goe; a 
nail, and one stroke is enough. Great skill and accuracy is at
tained in this. 

I regretfully learned that Fort Snelling was only five miles di,-. 
tant, and as Major Forwood was stationed there, I felt doubly 
sorry I could not meet one of our vice-presiden~s. 

At 1:15 my train was ready, and though the opera-hou£e w.l.s 
burning down as we passed through the city of the,saint, I could 
not stot>. to save it, as the Paine anniversary was fast approaching, 
and various important work was awaiting. Well pleased wilh my 
visit, I hJP~ that Minneapo~is Liberals will present an unflinch
ing. undaunted front, and that besides the pleasant memO! ies of 
my sojourn, a grand purpose shall have-been given a splen:lid 
impetus.· E. A. STEVENS, Sec. 

THE SINGLE TAX. 

An opinion, to be of value, should evidence some familiarity 
with the subject under dbcussion. The opinion of Fred. l\Iay 
Holland (FREETHOUGHT, January 12) is lackin~ in every essen
tial that would entitle it to respect. Mr. Holland· can best 
parallel himself by advocating, under the title of Cleveland's 
delusion, the right of freedom in trade, u~ing as his own 
th~ arguments that swarm thick in Democratic r:ampaign liter
ature, and charging Cleveland with the proposition that "a 
tariff is -not a tax." The fact that he wrote "by request" does 
not lessen the offense of his exposure. . 

In a criticism of the theories of Henry George we are led to 
infer that George is lame. because he overlooked certain noto
rious facts: that men differ widely in natural fitn( ss of mimI and 
body; that poverty cannot be agitated out of existence; that it is 
no more possible to make all men equally comfortable than 
equaIIy tall; that the man whose talents are useful to the race 
should not be robbed of his just reward for the support of his 
idle neighbor; that confiscation witnout compensation is robbery; 
that government monopoly of land is inadvisable; that there 
should be no sacrifice of individuallibertv. Now these are fun
damental propositions with Henry George, as Mr. Holland will 
confirm after a careful reading of the writings he mentions by 
name, in which they are repeatedly affirmed, almost word for 
word. 

All wealtb is the result of the application of labor upon land. 
The dbtribution of this unit, wealth, is to wages and rent. One 
increases as the other decreases. The landowner, as a landowner, 
cannot in any sense be considered a producer. He merely fore
stalls and monopolizes the passive factor in production. In his 
capacity as landowner he is the idle neighbor who robs; of his 
just reward the man whose talents are useful to the race. He 
confiscates without compensation the fruits of the useful man's 
toil. and the word robbery properly characterizes the legalized act. 

The product of labor being the source of both \vages and rent, 
an expenditure of rent-confiscated goods-cannot but be detri
mental to the community. The action of taking goods from one 
crmvd of laborers and handing them over to another crowd in 
return for services,virtually compels the first crowd to support 
the second. Tangible things produced by the second crowd flo\\ 
not to their real owners in equity-the first crowd-but to the 
landowners. These tangible things-houses, stores, etc., reflect 
a value on surroundin~ land. Ground rent rises; wages decline; 
an increased number can and do live off rent-live off their fel
low laborers-and are employed either in ministering to the lux
ury of landowners, or in producing things to which the landown
ers will hold title and which will further add to land v~lues. 
Every repetition ~f effort makes matters worse, and widens the 
gulf between landowners and laborers. 

If the landowners would throw into the sea the slice taken off 
as rent and the demand of the first crowd for store3, houses, etc., 
should'determine the direction of the labor of the second crowd, 
and if-what then? This is only a question .. 

Everything' now tends' to the .cen~raliza!ion of land into the 
hands Of a few; Ev~ry labor-savmg mventlOn adds to the num
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ber of idle m~n. Two men after one job will not result in high 
wages. One-tenth of the workers in the United S:ates are con
tinually in enforced idleness and competing for work with another 
tenth employed. All wages are based on the lowest form of la
b:)f, grading up\vards. One-fourth to one-half of every crop is 
given up as rent-wasted, as shown. Industry is clogged at every 
turn by monopoly of the gifts of nature and of the opportunities 
created by social growth. Suffering men are denied the gratifi
'(';ation of their wants through the injustice of a society that per
mits'the~r birthright and its possibilities to be appropriated by a 
few, and lhdividual liberty to toil (and ret~in the full result of 
exertion) must be sacrificed, and natural rights cannot be restored 
and a moral wrong corrected by a tax that WOUld. compel each 
man to pay to the community, for its general good, the exact 
value of all privileges growing out of itself and exclusively U3ed 
by him because of "a fatal constitutional objection"-because an 
eiO"hteenth century convention majority knew it all, and we must 

n " Gstill be steered "by hands that long ago were dust. 0 to! 
Take a lesson in "amendmenf' from the friends of God-in-the
Constitution. 

But it is when Mr. Holland proposes a partial remedy that he 
gets right down to brass tacks as an e~onomist: "Poor people 
are taxed too heavily on food, clothes, tools, and dwellings. . . 
Local taxes can be laid nowhere more justly than on churches, 
banks, factories, clubhouses. hotels. saloons, and costly mansions." 
When Mr. Holland says: "Raise the average as high as you can, 
you will always find some below it," the proposition passes as 
readily as if he had said that six and two are eight. There are 
certain axioms in the science of political economy that .are now 
accepted without demonstration, and this is the sense of one of 
them: a tax on the products of human labor tends to restrict 
production, while the demand remains unchanged. Lessened 
production and steady demand raise the price until tbe consumer 
pays the tax and a profit on the tax. Now, if banks, loans, and 
mortgages are taxed, the tax is added to the rate of interest or 
forms an item in the calculation of discount or commission, and 
is paid by the last user of the money. If factories are taxed, the 
people who buy food, clothes, and tools will pay the tax. There 
is no product of human labor free from the element of monopoly 
on which a tax can be fastened so that it will not be shifted to 
the user or consumer. A tax on hotels is paid by the boarders. 
And a tax on -any of the things mentioned by Mr. Holand discour: 
ages their production, and thereby lessens the demand for labor. 

A tax on land values, or on any other monopoly privilege or 
franchise, cannot be shifted. A tax on land val ues is sim ply the 
taking of a portion of the premium :which the landowner compels 
the tenant to pay for a privilege. He now extorts all that the 
tenant will pay; an attempt to get more would be ineffectual un
less surrounding land went up to his figures, which general ad
vances would merely demonstrate that it was time to increase the 
tax. 

Upon what authority is it stated that the "idle (lazy?), intem
perate, and extravagant are told in Anti-poverty meetings that so
ciety is to blame for their sufferings?" Archbishop Corrigan 
couldn't do worse than that. 

A few words of warning. It is the arguments of Holland 
economists that incite men to do murder. In anticipation of 
another "opinion," it is pertinent and proper to rem'uk that the 
C. L. James theory of the action of a hen and a half (Truth 
Seeker, January 5) is not accepted by a certain body of men as 
an inspired exposition of philosQphical Anarchy. - 

Anaheim, Cal., January 27. JAMES B. HASSEIT. 

MAX O'RELL relates this experience in the Forum: On board 
the steamer we had a party of Americans who passed seven days 
of the voyage in playing poker. The smoking-room rang from 
morning to night with the oaths that they uttered every time that 
they threw a card on the table. They were so fluent with them 
that they hardly used the same twice in an hour. Their stock 
seemed inexhaustible. On Sunday, after breakfast, a young lady 
sat down to the piano, and began playing hymns. What hap
pened then? Our poker party gathered round the young lady, 
and for two hours sang psalms and holy tunes to the edification of 
the other occupants of the saloon. I was dumfounded. In 

France we have men who swear. and also men who sing hymns. 
But I belive that the Anglo-Saxon race alone can furnish men 
who do both with equll facility and gusto. 

THE GLORY OP INFIDELITY. 

The Infidel is he who is unfaithful. Unfaithful to what? To 
that which is estab:ished, accrediteJ; to that which almost every
body believes to be right. He is the unfashionable thinker; the 
minority of oae. He is the ripple where all else is smooth. He 
is the out-door man-the oulre man the centrifugal force. He 
goes off like a cornet-and then again like a cannon. - He is the 
man-who will not be a commodity. He has no market value. 
He cannot be used, for he will not stand stiIllong enough. He 
cannot be bought or sold, for nobody knows where to put him. 
He has no abiding-place. He is a pilgrim and a stranger in the 
midst of ease and comfort. He is not of the ninety and nine
but is a lost sheep in the wilderness.• He is the element of un
expectedness in human affair3, the horror of Mrs. Grundy an::l 
the despair of the fashion-plate maker, for he will adopt no style. 
The world is :afraid of him; it tries to get rid of him; it laughs at 
him; it sneers at him; it trembles at him. It kicks him and 
cuffs him; knocks off his hat and tears his COlt; sets the police 
upon him, starves- him. crucifies him, and then builds him a 
monument and call him a hero. 

VYe can understand the Infidel still better-for he is a many
sided fellow-by a description of his opposite, the orthodox. 

The orthodox is he who stands straight up and down to what 
is; who knows nothing beyond, sees nothing higher nor better; 
whatever happens to be the style is his god. He is a brick in the 
edifice of custom and stays just where he is put. He is static, 
not dynamic. He has no motion. To stir is to him the greatest 
of crimes. He has a ramrod of a creed. run through him from 
head t:) foot, and he can:nt bend in the least; if he doe3, it kills 
him. He dies of too much air. He catches cold at every fresh 
breeze; and so sneezes at every new reform, which, in return, like 
a polite stranger, cries, "God bless you r' The orthodox belongs 
to the ninety and nine. He has no no~ion of running away. He 
cuddles about the fireside. He always sticks where there is good 
living. He never favors a change of diet, since he lives on beef
steak and plum-pudding. He takes things as they are because 
he wears broadcloth. His chronometer is a g.)ld watch; and he 
has no other means of knowing the time. He is not a star-gazer. 
He never takes an eagle's flight. His feet are planted on the 
firm soil. He knows that the earth is flat, and he cares not a fig 
for anything that is beyond the horizon. He will not ride in a 
palace car until the dust of ages has settled somewhat upon it. 
He will not use Edison's light or the telephone until they have 
become antique. I think he would be opposed to fresh butter 
and eggs if it were possible. He would prefer to eat them old if 
he could. The only new thing he believes in is the" new birth," 
and he believes in that because it was foreordained from the 
foundation of the world, and is therefore as a matter of fact one 
of the most ancient of occurrences. The ot40dox is entirely in 
favor of monotony. He is thoroughly devoted to the frog-pond. 
He admires its glassy stillness. Such, he thinks, should be human 
life. ' 

The Infidel is the exact opposite of all these. He is unfaithful, 
£ttjides, to everything that the orthodox holds ~acred. Of course 
he has to suffer the consequences and be held guilty of all sorts 
of bad conduct; for the orthodox are in the majority and can tell 
their story with but little contradiction. 

There are two ways in which we can look upon the glory' of 
Infidelity-as a spirit and as a result. The most important use 
of Infidelity lies in its spirit, and yet it is the spirit of Infidelity 
that is most utterly condemned. 

Infidelity in its results oftentimes becomes after a while ortho
doxy; that is:-a fixed, up-and-down accepted belief. In that 
event it is sufficiently glorified by orthodoxy itself-while at the 
same time the spirit that made such a belief possible is declared 
to be the spirit of the devil. 

Infidelity is history in the making, -and is . called Satan. After 
it has become made, then it is-called God, and all the world ad
mires its brilliancy. _ 



--------------------

91 FREETHOUGHT. 

Orthodoxy can see no glory in the raw mlterial, but it will 
worship anything that is made, even if.it is a golden calf. 

I purpose first of all to illustrate the glory of Infidelity, not in 
its results merely as crystallized in popular opinion, but in its 
method-its constant process by which forevermore the world is 
kept fresh' and beautiful. 

It is not simply what Infidelity has given to the world of hard 
won and accepted truth that constitutes its greatest merit, but the 
spiritual impulse which it continually puts into human effort. 

It is not merely our opinions that are valuable, but the way in 
which we hold them. It is the mind that is in our opinions 
which make them of advantage. Opinions are useless unless 
they are forged from the heat of our own personality, unless they' 
are the direct result of our mental power. A man may wear 
liberal opinions as one wears a suit of clothes-but for all that. 
his body, his soul, may be rigidly orthordox. Some people get 
these opinions as one does a dinner, by ordering from a bill of 
fare-he simply consults his taste, or perhaps the waiter, alias 
minister, who serves with immaculate apron and white necktie. 

Such opinions may be very nice and after a fashion progressive, 
but a milion of them would not stir the world. The opinions 
that uplift, that create, that build into the new, are not those that 
w~ take in, but those that we pour forth from our own activitv. 

The spirit of Infidelity makes this sort of opinions possible. 
It is the spirit of question, of doubt,· of denial. It is the spirit that 
will not allow mankind to be at rest; to take things complacently. 
It compels orthodoxy, the established, the popular, to hold its own 
by continual struggle. 

Since the world began the orthodox has not enjoyed a com
fortable nap. Like· St Paul, he has had a thorn in the flesh, and 
that thorn is the Infidel, who is always on the challenge and 
waves the red flag, and the othodox bull is obliged to be mad 
and prepare for the onset~he cannot wander in green pas
tures and lie down by the still waters. The Infidel has not al
lowed anything to be accepted on faith. He has opposed faith 
wherever he has found it and compelled it to its defense. Upon 
every iron creed h.e r.as written his interrogation' mark, and to 
rub that out has destroyed the creed. It is the Infidel who has' 
kept things agoing. He makes truth a dear possession. It must 
be held at the point of debate. Even error has had to bestir itself 
and show some sort of inventive genius; it could not lazily hold 
its empire. It must fight for it at least, and 50 the Infidel gives to 
error whatsoever honest zeal it has. 

It is the Infidel that brings th.! earthquake whence fairer pos
sibilities may arise-in thi~, at least, that it brings stagnation to 
an end. It tumbles the frog-ponj into a sparkling rivulet. 

It is the Infidel with his perpetual denial that gives to truth its 
infinite value, namely, that it be held by the force of constant in
tellectual activity. Admitting that the work of the Infidel is 
simply negative; that he gives the world no new truth, he is yet a 
blessing in disguise, "in this: he puts truth to the test; he makes 
it a living thing, he compels it to proof, so that they who have it, 
have it always fresh and beautiful, for it must always manifest itself 
to be the truth. It cannot rely on any past demonstration, for the 
questioner is ever present, and will ever insist upon fresh argu
ments; and so the human intellect is forever on the alert. The 
Infidel allows it no vacation. It must ceaselessly prove the truth 
of ever" iota of truth it holds. Truth would be almost as useless 
as error if one could hold it without proof. It is the Infidel who 
compels proof, and so he keeps the old truth ever new, becam:.e, 
like the new, it m~st continually demonstrate itself. 

The Infidel thus benefits even the errorist, by making him 
some sort of a thinker. If one hugs- error to his bosom he 
must give "some reasons why," and it is better for him to be 
obliged to give reasons, even if poor ones, than to 'hold it with 
blind stupidity. One may show some sparks of intellectual life 
in the defense of error, and that is infinitely better than' noth
ing. Indeed, it is better to defend error vigorously than to 
hold the truth inactively. Better draw the sword for error than 
let it and the soul rust for want of something to do. Action is 
what the soul wants, and action in support of a mistaken notion 
is preferable to inaction. If one is so certain of the truth he 
holds that he needs no intellectual activity to still maintain it, 
then that truth to him is dead--a dead certainty; and a _little 

live error would be preferable, as a living ass is better than a 
dead lion. It is the Infidel who gives a bright uncertainty even 
to truth itself, and one is never quite sure that he is right, and 
so is constrained to search and reason and justify. The Infidel 
keeps him all the time on the lookout. He can't ride along 
with closed windows. He must see something of the universe, 
even if he sees it ask ant. 

(To be Continued.) 

JAMIESON'S CAMPAIGN. 

"VV. F. Jamieson was engaged to deliver a week's course of lec
tures in Shenandoah, Iowa. The engagement lengthened into 
three ·weeks, includin~ lectures in the vicinity, and a debate with 
one of Iowa's greatest preachers, Elder D. R. Dungan. The 
whole country in southwest Iowa was aroused to a high pitch of 
interest. The marshal remarked that he never Eaw the o~era 
house so crowded. The Po.,t says: 

The great religiors controversy between \V. F. Jamieson, the Free
thought lecturer, and the Rev. D. R. Dungan, presidtnt of the Bihle 
School of the Drake University, of Des Moines, began Monday night last 
at the Opera House in this city, when an overwhelming audience filled 
every seat on floor and in gallery and every inch or foot of standing-room 
in that large auditorium. The moderators agreed up m were Rev. T.\V. 
\Vest, Jerry Brown, and W. G. Makinson, who, with the debaters, 
promptly appeared upon the stage at the appointed time. As the debat
ers took their seats they were the observed of all observers, every eye be
ingespecially riveted upon Jamieson, who had thus openly the cool har· 
dihood to appear in public and question the generally accepted belief b l 
arguing that "Disbelief in the Bible is a benefit to mankind, and ad
vances civilization," which was the subject of that evening's debate, and 
which was to constitute the subject of each succeeding dt:bate thereafter 
until Thursday evening. Mr. Jamieson is a man of medium height, with 
brown hair, mild dark eyes, and dark brown whiskers. He has good 
address, is well and deeply read, using plain and forcible language to 
cOllvey his ideas and thoughts. His voice is gentle, but on occasions, as 
the thought inspires, rises and swells with great power and volume. He 
is a keen, caustic reasoner, arguing from his standpoint with a precision, 
method, and logic which proclaim him an expert in the field of debat,·. 
He showed good feeling and good iense when he reproved a part of the 
audience, Monday night, for applauding a remark of his, saying that he 
and his opponent did not approve of it or allow it in their debates; tllat 
this was not a political meeting. 

'The Rev. D. R. Dungan, who appeared~ like Paul, for the defense of 
the gospel, is a gentleman apparently about fifty years of age, abo~t the 
same height as his opponent, but heavier set. He, too, is a self-poised 
man, armed at every point, and endowed with a command of language 
capable of reflecting every shade of thought from the purely ridiculous 10 

the grandly sublime. He has a voice of great compass and inflection 
with which to give expression to the creations of his active brain. Well 
rt:ad in every department of scripture, literature, and science, Mr. Jamie
son finds in him "a foeman worthy of his steel." It would be well for 
all Christians if they could, like him, give as good a reason for the faith 
that is in them. He is neither ashamed of his Lord and master, nor the 
glorious cause of evangelizing the world in which he is eagaged, and con
fesses Christ before men with such sacredness of devotion to his caUl'e, 
as to command the admiration of all who hear him. In this argument he 
had the negative. 

Thursday evening, and for five s':!ssions thereafter, the subject of de
bate is: "Christianity is true." In this debate Mr. Dungan will have the 
affirmative and Mr: Jamieson the negative. 

The interest in these debates increases as they proceed, and the miser
able weather we have been having does not seem to 'dampen the ardor 
of the attendants. 

Mr. Jamieson afterwards challenged all the clergy of Shenan
doah. They were silent, except in their pulpits, where Ihe\' de
clared that God, in the judgment day, would accept it and upoke 
the Bible under his nose !" 

Liberals in Iowa, Illinois, and Michigan sl.ould write to W. F. 
Jamieson, Shenandoah, Iowa. 

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY. 

W. S. Ray's birthday party was enjoyed. at his elegant resi
dence, 239 San Jose avenue, Tuesday evemng, February 5, by 
numerous friends. Mr. Ray says this is his sixteenth birthday. 
No wonder he feels young with such a happy fireside, even if 
bright children are there to greet him with the rest. Mr:>. 
Ray is a charming hostess. A brilliant company was present. 
About eleven o'clock, music made welcome entertainment in 
the moonlight. And the supper was exquisite. The dancing. 
and melody continued till the merry morning. May there be 
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many returns of the auspICIOUS day. Mr. and Mrs. Ray take 
fortune at its best, and the ships" come in from Spain" storm 
or shine. Jovial sea captains were present, and the breath-of old 
Neptune was in the delightful atmosphere. Among them were 
Captain Jenks and his wife, and Engineer Little of the Alameda, 
and Mrs. Little, who make FREETHOUGHT fly over-the broad 
Pacific. The occa~ion was one of heart and hope, with hosts of 
friends; and though the" Julia Ray" has ~unk to the depths, the 
flag will float again. The ship of home and love is staunch and 
true, and 

Youth and pleasure meet 
To chase the glowing hours with flying feet. 

DEATH OF MRS. W. S, RODGERS., 

Mrs. Cleo E. Rodgers, wife of Supervisor W. S. Rodgers, of 
Boulder Creek, died at that place Thursday morning, after an 
illness of but six days. Mrs. Rodgers was a highly respected 
young lady and leaves- many friends who mourn her Joss, while 
her husbarid is almost distracted. Besides her husband, Mrs. 
Rodgers leaves seven children. , . 

Unusually pathetic and sad were the circumstances of the burial 
of Mrs. Cleo Rodgers, wife of Supervisor W. S. Rodgers, bf 
Boulder, which took place on Saturday afternoon. at 1. O. O. F. 
cemetery. The rem'ains were brought to Boulder frolIl the 
Rodgers ranch, some distance above, to be placed upon the train 
for Santa Cruz. Scarcely had the co,rtege arrived there when 
word was brought that the infant, only a week old, had died sud
denly. The body of the babe was brought to Santa Cruz by car
riage, the casket re-opened, the child placed upon its mother's 
breast, and the two laid to rest together. _ 

At the grave Bart Burke read a selection from Robert Inger-' 
solI, and the choir sang the hymn, "One Sweetly Solemn 
Thought." Many friends came down by train from Boulder, and 
many from Santa Cruz also attended the last rites. 

Mrs. Rodgers left six motherless little ones, all quite young, a 
fact ,\-hich renders all the more severe the crushing blow to an 
esteemed Citizen of our county.-Santa Cruz Courier-Item. 

SAUL AND THE WITCH OF ENnOR. 

, IIi the days of that more or less recalcitrant m'onarch, Saul the 
king of the Jews, there might have been discovered at a certain 
time, by any one caring to look the matter up, much weeping 
'and wailing and gnashing of teeth in the witch circles of, Endor 
and outlying territory. 

This was at the time when his royal nibs, tired and fagged out 
in hunting the sprightly and elusive David, sought relief in the 
excitement of witch hunting, bagging more dames of accredited 
supernatural powers t6 the square acre than all the combined 
dude Jox-hunting clubs of Gotham and vicinity, in their ridicu
lous hunts, ever bagged of foxes, counting every hunted anise
seed bag, a fox. 

When his royal nibs raided the nocturnal riders of the fiery, 
untamed broomsticks, and sweepers of cobwebs from, the 
corners of the moon, that they might have the much-prized 
ghostly light of Luna as they sped through the circumambient, 
none of the heretofo're favored guild escaped that failed to find 
secure cover before the royal huntsman and his myrmidons got 
on to the game, so to spe~k. 

Of those who escaped the cycle of this grand hunt, or round
up, as I may say,. was one who has since become famous all 
through Christendom, owing to the fact that she was sought out 
by this same royal huntsman· for the purpose of a professional 
tete-a-tete, without malice prepense, or even later on, when he 
undoubtedly wished she had been bagged in the raid, or that he 
had not found her at home when he called. 

This old'dame, and nocturnal rider of the ash or white pine 
steed, rendered forever famous by that seance with his royal nibs, 
thereby getting honorable mention in the sacred book, is known 
to all the Christian, world as the "Witch of Endor," previous 
patronymic unknown, uncalled-for,and uncared-for. As the 
'Witch of Endor" she will probably go down to as much PJS

erity, if not more, as she has come· down to at present, if noth
ng interferes with' the multiplication process, which is honor 

enough for anJ. witch of the first water, even; and of this grade 
she proved herself to be on that ever-memorable occasion. 

Now, this old dame, or beldame, if you like; this ancient cow
boy of the skies, ..so to speak, and, from the fact that the \vilJest 
broomstick had no terrors, for her; this old prognosticator anJ 
prestigitator, if I may be permitted to use the term, had it in 
solid for Saul, make no mistake; not on her own account, but 
on general principles, say-on account of his late raid on the 
sisterhood of witches most bewitching, as understood, reducing 
the confraternity to a very small quorum, as it we're. 

To be sure, this very greatly reduc'ed competition 'and mad.e 
business more remunerative to the few survivors of the hunt, 
but this wasn't the, way she looked at it. She knew that she had 
escaped the fate that had befallen many of her sisters by a fluke, 
as it were, and that she would have been numbered with the 
witches that had -been, but were not, had she been taken in th:! 
net; and for this, together with the fact that the kipg had prose
cuted her guild, did she have it in for him solid, rejoicing in her 
heart when he called on her, well-knowing that he came with 
fair and not with foul intent, as far as she was concerned, at lea:;t. 

Now this old wrinkled dame, who had told' and foretold and 
performed much and greatly beyond the ken' and power of 
mortals' of the regulation stripe, well knew that his royal nibs 
was in a bad way-in an exceedingly tight place, so to put it, and 
she meant to give him a roast if it lay in her power; and as the 

, day was more than ordinarily frigid when her powers failed the 
summons of her will, it was a pretty sure thing that Saul wa3 in 
for the roast. 

When his royal nibs had paid the now advanced fee, thanks 
to his late raid, in spot cash, saying he wished to see and have 
an interview with Samuel, the venerable and wrinkled dame 
laughed inwardly and deeply down, with ghoulish glee-the roast, 
you see, was au fall accomplz'! See and have a chat with Samuel, 
eh? . Why, of course His Majesty should--why not? The fact 
that Sam was a defunct of several year's standing was no bar to 
the interview as desired by his royal nibs, were she around, anJ 
she thought she were if she knew herself, -and she thought she 

,did, particularly so -at that moment, with the enemy of the sister
hood of respectable ,\-itches within the charmed and mystic circle 
of her arts as black as hell-no, this won't do, will it? Hell is 
a deeply, brightly glowing red. Let me say, as black as 
Erebus, the original of blackness, and yet, as hell defined by some 
lexicographers. ' . 

You all know the'outcome ofthat visit of Saul to the aged and 
wrinkled dame of mysterious powers, the interview being set be
fore you in the sacred book in all the cold and naked realism of 
a stern and rock-bound coast; so to speak, and Comstock moving 
not upon said nakedness! You have seen. or can see, the stage 
picture, but how many of you ever went behind the scenes, in 
imagination even? How many of you ever suspected that this 
queen, maybe, of midnight revels high' in ether, as~ride her 
fastest and most fiery broomstick, had'. it in deep and solid for 
Saul? Not one of you, for marbles, but gorged the ghostly grill, 
nor sought to go behind the re~ords,' as it were. 

Everyone of you supposed this dame of destiny devoted to 
the dizzy dollar, but I am telling you it was vengeance, not lucre, 
that moved her to bring the 'erst saintly but now defunct Samuel 
from his downy couch-down i' the mud, you know-to a tete-a
tete with Saul! Not all the silver Saul could swipe from Syria 
would then have tempted her to serve his royal nibs, foregoing 
vengeance sweet! No; on vengeance bent was she when first she 
sighted Saul that evening in her parlor dim, and well she knew 
that she would have it. Doubt not the p<?wer that can raise the 
dead can e'en cont'rol the dead when raised ! ' ' 

The shrewd and skinny dame saw Sam in private, just from 
his oozy bed, before she showed him up to Saul, and straight
way· and forthwith commanded him to give it seething hot to 
Saul! in short, give him to understand that, on the morrow, 
he and all his sons should sleep the sleep Saul's fathers then 

; were sleeping; she to shape events accordingly. To give it to 
him thus, ,vas ~am, on pain of her displeasure, failing-and 
what a dance could' she' have led the dead-head, S.lm, nightly 
bouncing him from bed and breaking up his rest! But Sam 
failed not; to tell the truth, he couldn't; she' had him psycholog .. 
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icany fixed, as it were, or something: like, you know; and you 
all know how the celebrated intervi~w between the dead prophet 
and live king terminated-of course you do. 

Oh, how the ghoulbh glee must quick have rolled itself in 
surging wave3 within the sp.\re .and leathery anatomy of En
dor's champion witch, \vhen S.:ml \;,'ent sprawling to the floor, 
anJ yelled and vomited in very fear! Oh, how? 'vVell, I should 
smile! You couldn't have bought the old dame out for dollars 
or doub!o~n~ upJn a desert piled a hundred deep, for vengeance 
was hers. She knew the royal duffer's goose was cooked, or 
would be on the morrow, and better still, she knew he knew it, 
too! 0 double vengeance sweet, or vengeance doubly' sweet, 
but none to) sweet for Enaor's witch, immortalized! 

I have always thought it remarkable that Saul, when his 
craven fit sub~;ided, did not cry out, in littleness of soul, "\Vhat 
ho, there, with Jut, viUains! Shy me this caitiff witch!" But he 
didn't; he went moodily home and made his will, and, on the 
morrow, before the set of sun, slept peacefully with his fathers; 
he shuffling off hiS mortal coil, the tide of battle running all 
awry with him, by thrusting a sabre into his bowels, harikari 
fashion! SlC transl"t gloria 11lUnaa . 

There's a moral here, for kings: \Vh~n wi~ch hunting, hunt 
them' to the last fell witch, or failing, ablicate at once. 

S1 SLOKUM. 

Who Did It? 

To tlu Editors of Fruthotlght: 
\Vill you, or some one else, through your paper,b~ kind enough to 

answer the following? 
When, and why, and by what authority, was the inscription, " In Gott 

w.! trust," first placed upon our coins, instead of the old national 
.. motto-H E PluriOlls {fnum?" 

It seems to me that the change, bl whomsoever maJ~, was little els~ 
than an overt act of treason against our government, and that if there is 
not enough of patriotism and respect for our national Constitution still 
r'~maining among the· American people, they should see to it, that the 
oJious and treasonable inscription is suspended and the old national 
motto, CI E Plurious {fnum," restored. 

'Of dangers all, that menace freedom's cause, 
" In God we trust" has least respect for laws. 
In gold we trust-our faith is common sense, 
For gold is truth, and not a vile pretense. 

The legend bold, which on our coins appears, 

Will be the battle-cry in coming years, 

\Vhen creeds and craft unite in holy hate, 

And pious bigots seize the helm of state. 


\V'1en constitutions shall protect no more 

The rights, for which our fathers fought of yore, 

Then pri:'sts and princes as before shall reign, 

Nor earthly power our liberties regain. 


Stockton, January I J, 1889. J. C. B. 

A New Ally. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
I address an audience here of more than a thousand persons, every 

Sunday evening, in the California theatre. In the city where, for nearly 
five years, I was the honored pastor of the Baptist church, 1 now stand 
in the forefront of Freethought, as its exponent and defender. The 
masses are moved. They hail the rising dawn of liberty of conscience, 
and freedom from the shackles of ignorance, and the oppression of super. 
sti,ion. 

The days of priestly domination are numbered. The evolution of 
rational thought upheaves and scatters to the winds old obsolete theories. 
Humanity, burdened and torn and bleeding, is coming to the front at 
last. Men are co~ing to recognize that the best and only service they 
can render to God is by love to serve one another. Fraternally, 

San Jose. N. F. RAVLIN. 

Work, and a Suggestion. 

. To the Editors 0/ Fru/hought: 
Inclosed find $5 50. I wish to give five doUars toward the expenses 

of the Lib:!ral meeting held in San Francisco, and for the 50 cents please 
send me a copy of "Robert Elsmer.!." I also inclose remonstrance 10 

. any religious legislation by Congress with 69 names attached; the Ad. 
ventists have already sent up one with 84 names. The Adventists are 
fu.1ly alive to the .evils wInch will result from a union of church and' 
st:ate, and are straining every nerve to dereat the Blair bill and constitu. 
tional amendment. The Liberals ( here), on the contrary, seem to pooh. 
pooh the idea of Congress passing such a law. Of course men whose 
knowledge of history goes no further back than the American Revolu. 
tion cannot realize the evils likely to result if the church should ever 
be able to dictate laws, and have the whole power of the government 
to enforce them. 

It appears by the published list in FREETHOUGHT that 913* Liberals 
. signed the call for the meeting in San Francisco. By a little figuri"g it 

will be seen how easy it would be for that number to maintain a flourish. 
ing auxiliary, without feeling the burden, if' each one will give 5 cents a 
week ($2.10 a year)~ That would be a grand total of $2,373. One 
cigar a week, or one glass of lager a week the less, is all that some 
would feel it. I shall keep my subscription to FREETHOUGHT paid up 
so long as it is published. A. H. HOYT. 

EI Monte. 
*About one hundred additional names to the call were received too 

late for publication before the convention, so that the'total number on 
the roll is not less than one thousand.-ED. 

President Westbrook's Good Word. 

To the Editors of Fruthoteght: 
. I rejoice in what you are doing on the Pacific coast, and bid you 

"good speed!" I hope you may have a very successful convention. 
PhiJadell1hia, Pa. Cordially, R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Prom Judge Brewer. 

To the Editors of Fruthought: 
I have just r;;!ceived the first number of volume II. of FREETHOUGHT, 

which reminds me that my subscription must be up. I have b::en greatly 
pl;!ased with the paper the year past. 

Hoping you may be abundantly supported in your able and promising 
efforts to represent our cause on the Pacific slope, I inclose two dollars 
in curency for renewal, and wish you a prosperous and happy n ~\V • 

year. S. BREWER. 
Ithaca, New York. 

To the State Convention of California. 

Illinois Secularists send .glorious greetings to their brethren of the Oc· 
cident, who have been aroused into enthusiasm by the penetrating rays 
from that Torch of Reason-FREETHOUGHT. To its editors-Putman 
and Macdonald-we desire particularly to forward fervent fel10wship 
and gratitude. If the material were as accessible as the spiritual, many 
of us would be with you, but although a vast continent divides, we 
(figuratively at least) clasp hands in bonds of friendship, love, and truth. 

May the Golden State Secularists become a power for the prim~l 

principle of American freedom-the absolute divorce of church and state 
-and lead the van in the matter of organization, as they have already 
done in reforming the laws. Sincerely and fraternally, 

Chicago, January 22, 1889. E. A. STEVENS. 
__________ Secretary A. S. U. 

A Fair Laborer. 

To the Editors of Free/hough!: 
I received the anti·Sabbath petitions and the pamphlets in due time, 

and I am succeeding real well in getting signatures for the petition, and 
I hope to have a very large list of names. 

I sent to R. D. Allen, of Silverton, Oregon, a short time ago, and pro· 
cured blank petitions for the taxation of church property in this state, and 
I succeeded in getting 93 signatures for it, right here in our neighbor~ 
hood. Liberals must be patient, and work step by step for the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism. 

Wishing you great success in the publication of your most valuable 
paper, I remain yours for U. M. L., MISS ELVA DAVIDSON. 

Oswego, Oregon • 

RHUB'ARB BrrTERs Impart a delicious .flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

W]LL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and wh<;> is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $J9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 j';!wels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled c3;ses guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select 'from any catalogue, and I'will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectllcles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.,plated Table-spoons $3·40 

" Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you' can read Silver Thimbles ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, 'worth $6 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar S~rings .75 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 1°'°0 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15·°0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

I 

selling
work for 
hours... 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK "AAYSDR.EADON. . , of Edinhurgh, Soot

; ~ ,l2rrtG:~~~;.~r~ U~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l ::.tn::, ':f~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:r~ctt~I'~~ 
114."r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1t 1. nc,v, at:II'UllIg, a .nd ,-t! I'Y lnllltructlve." 
Lt the most lJUllu-ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.l4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~l~e~~t!:u:~ bn::lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~'lIooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by WhIch tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physl<'iaus, clergymen, crib::;;, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjecLB {'SpeciAlly import nt to young me N 

eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kllOW," Will find it interebtill Q 


4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and

ANEW·FEA TURE Just intr<?<luced, consists of afir

lenl ~hn..t •• Infivecolo guaOlnteoo?"u~~ri~~~i ~f~~·~ft!~~:a~~ 

war phYlliologiCtll book. ar:td rendering it Rltain the mOl!t atrrnct.-ive and-quickAGENTS who h:we already found 1\ ~..ld mine in it. lfr.

Koehler Writt:R: .. I lIold the ftr.;t six books in two 
M.any agents take 50 or 100 at once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. • 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£UII. M01tJ.hl". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JllTBIUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J~rk. 


THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office 

anll 
his 

Do~t"r 

middle
seminal 

.• Private 
an 

many 

J\R~*~Lt:G~tt~t\ff. 
LIFIED PH YSIOI AN, 
the m(,st succfstiJUI (in
ilpecialty) as his I,ractir-e w.ll 
surelY \-ro'e. The 
treats all tho~e peculiar dis
east's of young and 
aged men such as 
weakn"ss. impotency, &c., rll
suiting from ind£scretion and 
igllor~nce of youth. 1'hose who 
are aiLng should send ten (h) 
cents for his hook, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
externlft Applicath,n-

A POSr.rIVE ('URF> 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and slwuld be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The bo:>k spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. }{, P. FELLovrs, VINELAND. NEW JERSEY. 
t5ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the WMhington Na.tional View.] 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to aU those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the preSl!!,
but, Dr. Fellows, a. 2pecialist, in hiS line. stands for"most 
in his prof~sl'ion, and the encomiums showered UllJn him 
publicly 8S well as in private, are Jiattering evidences of 
the high apprec!ation and confidence his long and consc:en
tious devotion' to h Ii specialt.ies in his p:ofession have so 
justly merited for l,im, and it is safe to tlllSt him. 

A Testilnonial. 
WEST LIBERTY. 0., Aug. ]2.1888.

DR. R. P. FELT,OlTs-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a cbarm. I:tm completely surprised the wa.y 

~~~r:h~~o~e~t~~::a~n(;em¥::le ~~~k=~ i:i~~:i~:eO~~~~i 
right. Yours resl-ectfully. J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair !'ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United S:ates. 
from young, middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a' e now cured 
by my External Al'plication, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of diseases. As 1 am an out·and-out 
Liberal 1 trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and net waste their time aud money on 
Christian doctons. DR. FELLOWS. 

J4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Hadge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin .................. 275 
14 karat G'Jld, slllall size Badge Pill with Diamond, $5,6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge l'in...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Oharm (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)....... 4 5i) 
10 karat Gold. Large Charm (for w.atch chain)....... 5 00 
J4 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* H 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, P('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never Jose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, prepaid, and guarallteed In repre
sented or money refunded, address, 

PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

S, P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufltcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
ilfaft i/o , Book, 1v·~7IJS, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWl.L'IE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. P: 

http:M01tJ.hl
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Pf\(~IrIC Cf\RRIAGE C(l. 
BUSINElS3 ,OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLI r .. :~ "'NCKf,(V. SUPERINTENDENT 

C'utral Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 

r~'elephone 1950. 

J" A. REED. • 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS i'SHOES 

Made to order. P~rfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing n!atly dO!le. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to glVI! me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

~75 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBL1SHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 


Edward C. 14egeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
Tile Open Court b a weekly journal devot~d' 

to tho;! work of conciliating rdigioll with seienc.:. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Moni:;m-to present and u:!fenu which, Il> 

th'e main object of The Open Court. 
The Open Court has for its contributors the 

leading thinkers of the old an,1 new wodd. 
Translations from the most promin<.!nt author~ 

of Europe have been procured, and efforts art: 
made to present the very best and mo,;t ad vanced 
thought b>!aring on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

ti'" Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, IO 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

LUCIFER THE LIGHT-BE&RER. 
DEVOTED TO THE 

Frank and fearles:> discussion of basic principles 
in the field of governmental and social reform. 

For more than eightet!n months this paper and 
its publishers hay!! be~n prosecuted in tht! courts 
by the ag~llts of the Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleg~d violations of the U. S. postal laws. 

Published weo;!kly at ValJey falls, Kansas, at 
$ I .25 per annum. Specimen copies free. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cent~ 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded'on pro~a
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desIre 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448PP., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings; Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. _ 

THE ~:LATEST 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR................................. , .................. $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ..................'................................ : ..... 35.()0 

PANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application, 
C ~ .A.s. .F'• :J3U Fl.c:r.l.\I.I:A. N". 


TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

TxEMSBURU's VVORKS. 

r~ ~n ·~n ft ~~8 II- False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents
Wa a w W WI per dozen. As a Missionary Document it isI 1 a Q tn P 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

-OF- • 

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIA.N Iv: TO LEO XIII. . 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
infamous, distinction of being dangerC)us only to 
chose who confide in him." 

By JAMESG. MAGUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco, Cal.' 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. COtnprif!' 
iDg all that relates to the progress of the Christian reli 
glon in "The HistorJ of the Dedineand Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vinllication (never bt·fore published in 
this country) of some passages in the 15th an.l loth chap. 
iers, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variormD 
notes by Guizot, Wenck,llilman, "an Engli8h Chur('h· 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 paiCe8 
Cloth. With Engravinp. Price, $1 60. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. AhlO, the imlJlortai 
documeni. The Declaration Itself, and the national an 
~em entitled "Land of Libelty." Price, 10 cents; Ii cop
1-, 26 centl; 25 copies. IL 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
Jr1..Lawl of the Mor&! And Physical World. By SaroD 
D'Holbach. A Dew and lmprond editiOD, with DOW bl 
DWerot.. 'l'wo yolwn.. a. au. Pdoe," 

unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ,:,talistics, sbo~jng. t~e creeds 
of the prisoners in the pemtentlanes; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence' the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti.slavery 
l{eform; the Woman's Rig?ts Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and I'rauldin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora;s. Twenty Crimes and Vices S~nc
tioned by ~criptu(e; Falsehood ami DeceptlOni 
Cheating; Theft and J{ohbery; ,i\dultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars ot ,-onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolel an.ce and 
Persecution' Injustice to Woman; UnklOuness 
to Children: Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Can~ibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty a~d Va~r.an
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; O~scemty. I n~e, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. SpecIal 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. t) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discllssed 
under the following heads: Origin of the. S~b
batic Idea' the Jewish Sabbath; the Chnslian 
~criptures 'and the Sabbath; Examination of 
/~unday Arguments; Origin .0r. Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Chnstlan Fathers;.the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the PUrItan 
Sabbath· Testimony of \.. hristian Reformers, 
Scholar;, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws.« Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $t. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonala, 
504 Kearny st. San FrancisCO. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or the Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889. 

• 

ln order to increase the c.irculation of FREEl'HOUGHT, and at the same time to secure the dis

tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following-


Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT H~TORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

., Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE PO EivlS, (A Inost Magnifi" 
cent Volume). 

Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half" 
-Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

Six New Su bscri bers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half" 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 

Any of these works will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FREETIIOUGlrr· B()OKS 
PUTNAM'S ""?OJxI<S. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an ~tjst hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his Hgod" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob· 
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 90. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy (rom first page to last with 
the livn& spirit of to-day."-7ohn Swillton'sp.,. . 

Pr(lmlJlIIt us; "rot:m. l'lll:e, $1. "It j. 

crammed with life. thought and pro!oun.l emo 
tion, poured forth, it :.eems to me, with ex· 
traonlinary richness anu beauty."-Dr.llellr} 
IV. Bello'ltJs. 

Gottlipb: His Life' or, Love Triumphant. A 
}{Olliance of Earth, Heaven and HI! H. Price, 
25 centS. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. 1 have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."- Elmina Drake Simlur. , 

lilly Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
llO:.t ic Poems. Price, 10 cents. " Mr. Put
nam is a vigrlroUS poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and slirs the reader like a trumpet." 
- BII/gtlrius. 

ihmi and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag· 
uiflcent Agnostic puem, descnptive of the ever 
nOlel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuirie poet. "-The l/lliVlrse, 
Sail Fra1lcisco. .. 

rbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical wJiter Mr. Putnam is always a sue

, cess, and we delight to read him. I [is easy 
style and poetic expression lIIake his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foou's lIea/th 
MOllth/)'. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite guod, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being cuarse. On Ihe whole, 
il is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading. "-BostOII 
fuvutisrntor 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By BronsoTJ. C. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
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THE Rev. Samuel Jones received $2,500 in cash for his three, 
weeks' services in saving souls at L03. Angeles. As the San·ta-
Ana Standard remarks, "it- was a big price for the s~uls,. but 
cheap enough for Sam." 

L~T us pass the hat for the pope! Last year he recei ved from 
(' Peter's pence" $1,5°0,000; froin interest on capital invested; 
abroad,. $500,000, and from other source.; about $Ioo,ooo-be.{ 
~ide~ $400,000 in cash jubilee gifts. The old man is totally 
dependent upon the charity of the Christian world! 

l\iR.JAY COWDRY, a faith-healer; while lecturing in West Haven,-. 
Conn., )ast weekI illustrated pis remarks in a most infelJcitous 
manner. After reading several pages of manuscript he launched 
forth the assertion that a thorough Christian scientist could defy 
death at any time. He had no sooner made the remark than he 
fell back ina swoon and expired in a few minutes. 

A PENNSYLVANIA statesman last week introduced a.biU into the 
House prohibiting the custom of treating, and making it a penal 
offense punishable by a fine for anyone to treat another to intoxi
cating liquors, or to invite another to drink with him. The 
penalty proposed is a fine of from fifty to one hundred dollars. 
It is not understood that the bill is aimed at the administration 
of the sacrament. 

THE revival meetings of Mr. Moody here in San Francisco, 

Atheism," the bishop of Rochestcr presiding, a member of the 
SE!cular Society offered the reflection that "whcrcas in early 
Christian days one person fed five thousand, it now took fiyc 
thousand to feed one." The bishop, who enjoys a s:tlary of 
$15,000 per annum, denounced the remark as "insolcnt incivil-' 
ity." Nevertheless, it was a good hit. 

ACTING, ,as he claimed, under tqe command of God, a crank 
named Reed stabbed Father Ashfield, a Catholic priest, to the 
heart last Monday morning at Memphis, Tenn. The murderer 
is evidently insane; and any man who believes thlt Gol evcr 
gave commands or commandments to the human race suffers 
. from a species of insaI)ity that the world will not be free from until 
the last priest is dead. Those who teach that God governs in the 
affairs of men, and are 'killed in obedience to a supposed order 
of God, simply reap what they have sown. 

A LECTURE IN OAKLAND. 

Miss Ada Ballou will lecture on "Moodyism and Revivals" at 
Odd Fellows' HaU, Oakland, next Sunday evening at 7 :3°, 
o'clock. Admission free; all are invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES, 

The anti-Sunday L'lw'meeting held at Avon theatre, S~ockton, 
the 1qth .inst., under the auspices of the Turn Verein Society and 
the Liberal League, was a success in numbers and influence. 
There was a large-attendence. Addresses were made by Fred 
S(;huenemann-Pott ai1~ S. P. Putnam. The former has hosts of 
friends. in Stockton, friends of the East and the West; old PhiIa-
delphia friend!5, some of whom he had joined in the golden bonds 
of marriage long ago. It was a pleasant reunion. The mists 
were just rolling away when we arrived in Stockton, at one P. l\!., 

and in the shining afternoon, friends Haas and Wagner gave us 
a drive over the beautiful city, visiting the comrades of my elo
quent co-laborer. His speech in the evening was heartily ap
plauded. Our German friends especially were enthusiastic. In 
their own tongue they heard the ringing words of liberty and 
reason. Those who could not follow the whole of the admirable-
discourse could catch its telling points and brilliant oratory. 

being free to the public, were attended nightly by four or five ·:Fred Schuenemann-Pott seems to be still in the prime of life, al-. 
thousand people. This fact is pointed to by the Chronicle as a though he has labored over thirty-five years in ,this country in, 
" good answer" to those who assert that Californians care nothing the cause of advanced humanity-already having done good 
for" religion, art, literature, and culture." A few nights after work in his native land. He is still vigorous for the work, and 
Moody had vacated the Pavilion that structure was leased for an -• ardent as youth for the glorious future of the world's republic. 
exhibition by a lot of ruffians called pugilists, and although an 
admission fee of one dollar was charged, no less than seven 
thousand persons are -said to have been present. This was an 
audience as large as Moody's~ and proves just as much for" re
ligion, art, literature, and culture" as the attendance at the revival 
did. That is, it proves that San Francisco is a- good place for 

shows. 

He is a repre~entative man, whose learning, thought, and ex
perience are moulded into _polished sentences, whose splendid. 
eloquence is chaq:-6ing even in an unknown language. He i~, 
thoroughly radicFl, sincere, humanitarian, and progressive. 

After the meeting, the petitions and the demands of Liberal
ism and Articles of Organization of the California State Liberal 
Unk'n were numerously signed. 

http:Secollu-cla.ss
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Later, at the Turn Verein Hall, there were ~ocial festivities for 
an hour or two. Mr. and Mrs. Schou, of Oakland, were with us, 
and Mr. Holly, of San Francisco. It was a delightful merry
making. Toasts were drank to the Turn Vereins, the Secular 
Union, the American Republic, to the Freethought women of 
Stockton, and the honored visitors. Short speeches were made 
by F. Schuenemann-Pott, W. F. Freeman, Mr. Schou, S: P. Put
nam; :Mr. Holly, Mr. Hewins of the Stockton Mail, and Mrs. ~ 

Freeman. Mrs. ~Freeman. as the only lady orator, made the hit 
of the evenin3 with her witty rendition of the Liberal faith. 

Thus the spirit of fraternity grows bright with happy memories; 
golden hopes are in the sky. Amid festival hours the heart of 
humanity grows stronger. 

I was surprised to meec myoId friend and fellow soldier, Mr. 
Ryan of the Independent, formerly of the Evansville, Ind., 
Tribune. He was with me ten years ago when Chainey and I 
were both Unitarian ministers, and the star of Ingersoll came 
across our way and made forever impossible any further com
promise with the olden faith. Mr. Ryan stood by Chainey 
through the contest, and was expelled from the Freemasons 0:1 
account of his active sympathy. It was a pleasure to shake hands 
with this brave and true comrade. Alas! that Chainey, like a 
meteor, should wheel around the whole circle and fall again upon 
the desolate shores of theology. It seems ,almost like a dream, 
a fairy tale,. when I think of those events of 'ten years back, for~I 
do know that Chainey was thoroughly sincere when he left the 
church, and we were heart and soul togeth~r in that momentous 
time. 

But the temperament of Chainey is the temperament of 
the mystic. He is essentially of the faith order. He is a bundle 
of feeling, and the master feeling sways his de:-tiny. ' He is abs'o
luiely ignorant of science and the methods of science. He·is 
incapable of consecutive thought. Like Hamlet, he is " a wave' 
of the sea." His reconversion to Christianity has no meaning 
whatever, any more than the changing wishes of a child. He is 
a kind of typical man, and pictures much of the surface feeling 
of to-day which has not attached itself to the unchanging results 
of science. 

However, I shall never forget the bright, fresh, glorious feeling 
and splendid hope with which we turned from the old ecclesi
astical walls, to the boundless fields of humanity, ever broadening 
to me, so that the shadow of deity is forever lost. The forward 
beaming face of science, looking to golden immeasurable dawns, 
like the face of Memnon, forever breathes mu&ic to a struggling 
but ever advancing world. S. P. PUTNAM. 

PERSECUTION OF SWEDISH FREETHINKERS. 

The persecution of Freethinkers, says the National Reformer, 
has been going on in Sweden for some past. At the present mo
ment a young man named Viktor Lennstrand, the founder of the 
Swedish Freethought Society, is lying in prison at Malmo, for the 
high crime of lecturing. against Christianity; and his colleague, 
Alfred Lindkvist, has only just left the jail, after suffering a 
month's imprisonment for translating and publishing a Free
thought pamphlet. 

Lennstrand was condemned to three m0t:lths'imprisonment, 
and is likely to receive a second sentence whe~ he face~ a second 
prosecution, already commenced against hin'. The English 
Freethinkers are raising a fund to help their S\redi~h brethren 
pay the costs of trial, and to furnish the imprisoned man with 
food. 

BOGUS PETITIONS. 

The American Sabbath Association hl.s been for som~ time 
parading an alleged list of "over fourteen millions'" of signers 
to a petition ., praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law." It 
has been contended by the opponents of" the measure that the 
claim to so many signers was fraudulent.: Now comes the Con
gressionalRecotd (as quoted by the American Sentinel) giving 
the exact number of individual signatures tto that petition. And 
what is that number? Is it fourteen millions? No! Is it four
teen thousand? No! Is it fourteen hundred? No! It is precisely 
four hundred and seven (407). 

. What is to be thought of the: hone:ty of the members of a 
body who report fourteen millions of signatures when they have 
only four hundred and seven? They explain themselves thus: 

The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal church, the Home 
Mi.:isionary Society of the Baptist church, the Gc:neral Assemblies of the 
Presbyterian church (North and South), and the synod of the Reformed 
church, five denominations, represent 5,977,693. The Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers numb;!r 20,000. Knights of Labor, 219,000. The 
Presbyterian General Ass'!mbly, North, 722,071. The convention of 
Christian Workers, 450. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
185,521. The Roman Catholics, for whom Cardinal Gibbons speaks, 
7.200,000. 

It now only remains for the Sabbath Associatbn to pro:::ure the 
signature of General Harrison, who is said to favor the bill. His 
name might stand for the whole people of the United States, 
and the fraud of claiming sixty-five millions of signers, while no 
m::>~e ingenioU3 tha.n the present frau::l of claiming fourteen, 
would be sufficiently stupe~dous to excite the admiration of the 
m03t indifferent. ,. 

NO LOVE LOST. 

For fear it might in some way be identified with the Lib~ral 
movement inaugurated in· San Francisco, the Golden Gate, a 
local Spirituali~t paper, says: 

" \Ve have no sympathy with that so-called Liberalism that 
do~s nothing but deride and denouqce the things which millions 
of other people are dispbsed to regard as sacred-the Liberalism 
which at the same time does nothing itself for the uplifting of 
the race. The mighty charities of the church, misdirected and 
sometimes hurtful~ as they no doubt are, are vastly more bene
ficial to those that practice them than is the practice of no charity 
at all. The church teaches it members to give, and they do it 
with a lavis~ hand, as the many costly church edifices of this and 
every other city bear witness; while Liberalism, with its multi
tudes of followers, gives nothing but emptiness to the world; and 
its champions, save and except an occasional mighty ge~ius like 
Ingersoll, are often obliged to go to bed hungry." 

We would say in behalf of Liberalism that it has no sympathy 
with any doctrine, whether it is called Spiritualism or some other 

ism, that upholds fraud and superstition simply because they are 

regarded as sacred. The notion that religious dogmas are sacred 

and therefore not subject to criticism or ridicule is becoming 


. somewhat effete, not to say played out. It is a hypocritical pre

tense. If there be a God, if there be a future life, and angels 

and spirits and hobgoblins, their existence is a scientific fact, and 

no more sacred than anything else. Since these beings are be

yond our reach, they are indeed less sacred to us than earthly 

things should be. Opinions and beliefs are like persons, they 

should be re8pected only when worthy of respect. 
. The doctrine of promiscuous giving is pernicious. The proper 

place for money which can not be expended for some worthy 
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purpose is in the pocket of the man who earned it. Compare 
the charities of Liberals with the charities of superstition. Which 
is ,worth most to mankind, Girard College or the chapel built 
on the grounds? The Smithsonian Institute, or the Catholic uni
versity at \Vashington? The obs'ervatory on Mount Hamilton, 
or the Maclay theological seminary in Los Angeles county? 

Possibly Liberals give less than Christians, but they generally 
know ho\v'to place their mplley where it will do the most good. 
- When the Golden Gate asserts that" Liberalism gives nothing 
but emptiness to the world," we can merely dissent from the state
ment and pronounce it untrue. Liberalism at l~ast gives the 
world liberty. 

It is nothing against the worthiness of' a cause that its cham-:
pions do not grow' rich upon the credulity of the superstitious. 
The advocates of Liberalism are not sent to jail for obtaining 
I!l0ney under false pretenses. They do not exhibit the spirits of 
the departed, for a price. They are denied this source of revenue. 
They do not mystify with legerdemain and hoc est corpus; and 
though they may retire at night supperless, they thank fortune for a 
bed. Many Spiritualists are not wealthy, but' some of them are in
telligent enough to know that reform is not always profitable, in a 
pecuniary s.ense, to the reformer, and do not judge of !he value 
uf a doctrine by the amount of money it puts in the pockets of its 
advocates. Intelligent Spiritualists are Liberals, because they 
know that but for the influence of Liberalism their mediums 
would in all likelihood be hanged for witchcraft. 

If' th~re a're genuine, spirit mediums, this criticism does not 
lie against them. They are not responsible for the fraudulent 
ones." No .attack lipon Spiritualism is here intended, but in re
plying to a general condemnation of Liberalism by a Spiritualist 
it is in no wise unfair to mention tne-'weaker places in the armor 
of the attacking party, and to endeavor to turn aside th.e point of 
critidsm. 

CHURCH EXEMPTION IN OREGON. 

The petitioll to the legislature of Oregon, asking, that the ec
clesiastical.property -in that state be no longer exempt from just 
taxation, received about eight hundred signatures, and has been 
presented, 'and referred to a committee. Mr. Laughlin, of Yam
hill" has prepared a bill coveriI~g the ground of the petition. 

There is little chance, it is feared" that the bill will pass this 
session: The legislators know the power' of the orthodox, but 
they have not as yet become acquainted with the strength of the 
Secular element. Their action will be watched and recorded, 
and data will ,be gathered for proceedings at the next election. 

AS TO RENEWALS. 

We do not ,desi~e to be i~portunate, and would not urge our 
readers to undue haste in renewing, but business partakes of the 
nature· of business. Some, possibly, cannot afford to renew; 
others desire a little time; others still may not know when their 
subscription is out, and others, again, can renew at one time as 
well as another. We would be glad to hear from all of these, 
and upon receipt of adv~ces from them will make arrangements 
satisfactory to all parties concerned .. 

MANY questions were sent forward to be answered by Mr. 
Moody at one of his performances in this city last week, among 
them these two: "What is the unpardonable sin?" and, "Is waltz
ing immoral?" The first he answered readily; the unpardonable 
sin was committed 'by those who accused Christ of p~ving a devil 

in him. Concerning the waltz, Mr. Moody said he did not know 
what a waltz was; he had never seen one. It is astonishing how 
much information theologians possess about unknowable things, 
and how unsophisticated they are when everyday matters come 
under consideration. We are glad to know, however, that we 
have,.never committed the unpardonable sin, and that the danger 
from that source has passed its crisis. 

SENATOR BLAIR has reported to the Senate from a Select Com
mittee in favor of the Woman Suffrage bill. The report, after 
reviewing the history of the Woman's Suffrage movement and 
making some comments upon the denial of the right of suffrage 
to wonlen as an injustice equal to that of chattel slavery, con
cludes as follows: 

"Unless this government shall be made and preserved truly republi. 
can in form by the enfranchisement.of woman, the great reforms whi~h 
her ballot would accomplish may never be; the demoralization and dis
integration now proceeding in the body politic are not likely soon to be 
arrested. The corruption of the male suffrage is already well-nigh a 
fatal disease. A republican form of government cannot survive half 
slave and half free. The ballot is withheld from women because the 
men are not willing to part with one-half of the sovereign power. There 
is no other cause for the continued perpetration of this unnatural tyranny. 
Enfranchise woman or this republic will steadily advance to the same 
destruction, the same ignoble and tragic catastrophe, which has engulfed 
allmale republics of history." 

There is a good deal of "glittering generality" about this report, 
and the reasons given for according women the ballot are not 
very sound. They do not touch bed-rock. The reason why 
women should vote is because it is right and just thai they 
should 'have a share in governing themselves. Voting by all sorts 
of people produces a muddled state of affairs at best, and Woman 
Suffrage might make things worse; but we should do right and 
take the consequences. 

A CORRESPO~DENT of the New York Herald has interviewed Car
dinal Maiming, of England, on' American affairs. In reply to the 
question whether he could see any harmful results produced by 
the Sunday newspaper, the cardinal said: 
"I certainly can in one respect; that is as regards divorce. In this and 

other matters of morality I recognize in America a decided tendency to, 
as I call it, go to seed. I fear that in America freedom of divor~e has 
done much to bre~k up domestic life, and it certainly requires but slight 
observation to see that in the observance .of Sunday you have already 
drifted far, far away from the usage of your forefathers. Yes, I fear that 
America morally is going to seed, and her Sunday newspapers must have 
had something to do with it." 

, The direct connection between the publishing of a newspaper 
on Sunday and the freedom of divorce may be apparent to 
Cardinal Manning, but we doubt if anyone else can see it. The 
Catholi.c church, as is wel1 known, makes marriage a prison 
from which those who are lured'into it can escape only through 
the grave. There is, however; one thing noticeable-the priests 
are careful to keep out of it. . 

IN answer to an inquiry by Mr. Lyman Smith, of Los Angeles, 
we would say that the words attributed to Judge North in his 
address at the late convention: "But five per cent. of the people 
of this country profess any creed at all," should read," But five 
per cent. of the people of t,his state profess any of the evangelical 
creeds." Authority for the-judge's' statement, as corrected, will 
be found in a work entitled "Our Country," compiled by the 
Rev. Josiah Strong, D.D., and circulated by the American Tract 
'Society. According to this work some twenty per cent. of the 
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people of the country are members of evangelical or Protestant 
churc},es. 

LAST Sunday one hundred pious members of the Marion 
county, Ind., Tippecanoe Club called upon General Harrison 
aRd presented him with an expe,nsively bound Bible. A minis
ter made the presentation address, and it is reported that the 
president-elect was "visibly affected." In reply Mr. Harrison 
said: ' 

" 1 shall lean upon you and upon that great company of God-fearing 
people whom I represent. God bless Y6U, everyone. May the consola
tion of this holy book fill your lives with peace, and make the last the 
best day of all your honorable lives." 

The indications now are that during the next four years this 
country will sustain the character of a large Sunday-school with 
the occupant of the White House as its beloved teacher. Give 
out the Golden Text and let the s~rvices proceed. 

ON February 6 Colonel Ingersoll delivered a funeral address 
over Mrs. :rvrary Hewins Fiske, the drama.tist and author. The 
services were held in Seo.ttish Rite Hall, New York, which was 
crowded to the doors. The dispatch says: "Colonel Ingersoll 
told in eloquent words the story of a waif adopted by Mrs. Fiske 
a short time before her death, and which was named by the de
ceasoo Philip Heme. ' The oration closed with the words, " \Ve 
pray thee, Mother Nature, that thou wilt take this one and hoid 
her in thine arms as she held and pressed agai~st her generous ' 
throbbing heart this abandoned babe. We ask no more.' A 
quartet~e from Dockstader's Ministrels assisted in the musical 
portion of the services." . 

THESE statistics, claimed to be accurate, are of interest to those 
who viow with misgivings the growing power of the Roman 
Catholic church: ..." In the archdiocese of Sa.n Francisco there are 
93 Catholic churches, S2 stations, S2 chapels, 4 Catholic orphan 
asylums, in which are kept 1350 children; 26 theological stu
dents, 6 colleges, 26 academies, 2 S parochial schools, which are 
attended by 10,000 children, and 178 priests have the care of 
200,000 souls." According to the foregoing figures more than 
half the inhabitants of San Francisco belong to the Catho:ic fold. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

I do not know whether I ought to feel gratified or otherwise 
over the amount Of ~ncouragement I have received respecting 
my proposition to visit Palestine, as a correspondent of FREE
THOUGHT, and to write a series' of cheerful and at the same time 
veracious letters from the holy land. There are two obverse 
aspects to the case, or at least one obverse and the other reverse. 
If those who do not want me to go take that view because they 
desire n. continuation of my services :;J.S the editorial crank of this 
engine of refonn, then I have reason to rejoice that my feeble 
labors have not wholly fallen short of appreciation. If, on the 
other hand, they do not imagine that I would prove an exalted 
success as foreign correspondent, wandering 'among the graves 
of the prophets and patriarchs, there is less cause for elation on 
my rart. I was in a similar state of uncertainty on a previous 
occasion when a gentleman in Chicago told me, on my way west, 
that if I found business on the coast a failure and desired to 
return, he ,.,.ould s'end me the means to stay here. Touching 
the Pale~tine trip, a man in Oregon writes rather indefinitely. 
He had previously forwarded twenty-five cents for a book which 
he failed to receive, and now informs me -that I may keep the 

/ two-bits and go to Jerusalem or'to hell with it; he will not dictate 
which. Of course, in my position, I must abide by the ver
dict of the majorhy. The change ofdestinatio'n is a thing I had 
not thought of~ but I accept the amendment, .1 shall meet many 
of my friends there, ~nd hope to Eee all of them later. So here's 

,.	my heart and here's my hand, to share ,,;ith rou that happy lot, 
where saints clad in asbestos stand and never know that it is hot. 

Somebody asked an Eastern editor if he indorsed all thecom-' 
munications printed in his paper, and he rep1ied no, that he did 
not. He added that he had to stretch a point occasionally to in
dorse what he wrote himself. I do not often have to dissent 
from my own remarks, but sometimes I am unable to concur in 
the conclusions of my partner, Mr. Putnam. Last week Mr. . 
Putnam related his experience with Dr. Louis Schlesinger, and 
gave it as his opinion that the medium possessed no supernatural 
powers. Here I demur. Dr. Schlesinger is the bu~iness man
ager arid advertising agent of the Carrier Dove, a Spiritualist 
organ, which, while it may be a more ably conducted paper than 
FREETHOUGHT, does not enJoy a circulation much if any larger 
than this journal. Notwithstanding this fact, however, Dr.Schles
inger is able to fill his p~per every week with from ten to sixteen 
pages of advertisements. From my experience, as well as from 
the experience of others, I am prepared to assert that something 
outside of ordinary human endeavor is necessary to such a 
re!)ult as that. Furthermore, Dr. Schlesinger runs a printing-office 
in the old St. Ignatius church on M:;tr~et street, and within the 
past week, at his solicitation, I gave him a contract to print some 
em'elopes.. He charged $5 fo~_ a job that. Mr. Hinton, on Clay 
street, does habituallyfor $2.25. I hold that no man not super
naturally endowed could have collected so much money for so 
small an item. I am not naturally credulous, and I claim that my 
mind is to a certain extent devoid of superstition, ret when 1 am 
confronted by the stupendous, the miraculous, and the, unearthly, 
I think I am sufficientlv candid to admit the fact. Unbelief has 
it:) province. It is us~ful in its place, but it becomes little 
less than absurd when it sets itself in opposition to the higher 
capabilities of the human soul. 

There is a ch·aplin in the Senate of California, and. it is pre
sumed that he performs his duties with regularity, yet I have 
never, ~een but one mention of his efforts. .On Tuesday, January 
5, as reported by the Examiner, he spoke as fcJllows, his remarks 
not be~ng addressed to the chair; , 

o God of wisdom, of truth, and justice, reveal thyself in our midst to
day. Let thy spirit fin every heart and'inspire every thought and action; 
give grace unto these, thy servants, that they may do their whole duty. 
Give them grace to withstand every temptation toevi1; give them wisdom 
to legislate fo.r the public good, and thy name shall rej:eive the glory

,forever. Amen. ' 
I am of the opinion that these prayers should be 'published 

re~ularly for promiscuous circulation. They are at present 
heard only by the persons who happen to be in the senate cham- ' 
ber when they are delivered. The people of the state pay for 
these prayers, $5 per prayer, and they have a right to know 
what they are getting-for their money. . 

From a cursory glance at the prayer quoted I should hardly 
say it is worth $S, as prayers go. It~. invitation to the deity to 
accept the liberty of the floor is graceful, but, I believe, unauthor
ized. The motion should have originated with a member of 
the Senate. To say that ,the legislators are servants of God is to 
ignore a large and intelligent body of residents of California to 
whom the senators look for their salary. Again, in order to with- : 
stand temptations to do evil our lawsmiths are not so much in 
need of grace as of conscience and common honesty. Further~ 
more, to pray that they may be given wisdom to legislate for the 
public good is an implicatiQn that they cannot perform "their' 
duties wi~hout help from extraneous sources; whereas, the sup_· 
position is that they knew their business or they would not have 
been elected. 

These defects I note in the prayer under discussion, but maybe 
the chaplain can do better, possibly worse. I believe that, as 
before stated, theseprayers should be printed regularly. They 
are official; they are the voice of' California' addre~sed to the 
throne of grace. Asa citizen of California I want to know what 
we are praying for. I will cheerfully give space in this paper 
for all the prayers delivered . in the legislature of the state,. if 
Chaplain Banewill kin~ly forward me a transcript of his remarks. 

Does anybody know an irresponsible imbecile in Anaheim of 
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the name of Henry Aull ? He has addressed a communication 
to this office in which he improves the opportunity to say that 
non-religionists have committed the greatest atrocities against 
human life recorded by history, and that his experience on the 
road of life corresponds with the following: "Romanists are the 
most superstitious, ignorant, and honest. The other schools of 
religionists are more treacherous and dishonest, and more treach~ 
erous as they become more Liberal, until the straightout Infidels 
are reached, who -are the most treacherous ~nd unreliable as a 
clas3." Mr. Aull closes with the remark that" it would likely be_ 
throwing the pearl of metaphysics before swine'" for him to "go 
into details." I would like to inquire what metaphysics has to, 
do with the question? It appears to me' to be a simple matter 
of statistics. Why not introduce the figures? About four years 
ago the editor of the New York Truth Seeker collected as many 
Reports of the religious condition of jails, reformatories, peniten
taries, and other "lock-ups" as he could get hold of. The 
number of convicts given in them was 44,034, of whom 16,431 
were' "Romanists." The population of the country from which 
these convicts were drawn was less than one-sixth Catholic, but 
these one-sixth of Catholics committed more than one-third of 
the crime, Among the 44,034 prisoners there was one avowed
Infidel. I have myself had more or less acquaintance with Ro
man Catholics. Some of them are ignorant and some are not; 
some may be honest and trustworthy, but I do not recollect 
meeting one who was thus. The nominalJ>rotestant, who does 
not say much on the subject of -religion, represents the average 
of honesty' the Romanist is below him, the Freethinker above. 
The Sund~y-school Protestant, the Y. M. C. A. man, will bear 
watching every day in the week. He is the man who skips with 
the funds. I conclude that the matter stands like this: Religious 
belief makes a person neither honest nor dishonest, but the hon
est or dishonest person accepts the religion best fitted to him, as 
water finds its level. An ignorant and unthmking person, with 
no principle or conscience of his own, makes a goo~ Catholi<;--' 
that is, C:;ttholicism is adapted to such a person. The same k.md 
of a person makes, also, -a good Protestant, be.cause ProtestantIsm 
is likewise adapted to him." Whether he belong to one church 
or the other is a matter ofeducation and circumstance. There 
are more ignorant and 'dishonest people in: the Catholic church 
than in the Protestant because it began ~ith that kind, and has 
always discouraged improvement. Besides, the low and vicious 
are as a rule, the most prolific, and 999,999 out of every million 
Ca;holics are born of Catholic parents. The off~pring generally 
resemble the parents, so that the race perpetuates the religion by 
produCing subjects to which it is adapted. 

The church offers the world a code of morals mote or less 
perfect, accompanied by a system of reli,gion. I~ decl~res that 
its religion is of greater necessity to salv~tl<;m than Its ethIcs; that 
a man's belief is of more account than hIS works, and that he 
must believe anyway and be moral if convenient Of course 
those who find it easier to believe than to be moral, accept the 
religion. . . 

The Freethinker, on the other hand, offers a system of ethICS 
the practice of which, he insists, is necessary to the greatest good 
of mankind. He calls attention to the various forms of religion, 
and says, "Believe these things if you choose, but first of all be 
honest, be charitable, be just." As a consequence he has often 
been imprisoned for his opinions, but seldom for his acts. 

It is plain enough to me, and I hope 1 make it. p!ain to ~he 
readers of these lines, that the advocates of a relIgIOn whIch 
makes belief of more importance than works will attain greater 
distinction in piety than in morality; and that a tounter-system, 
represented by Freethinkers, who judge and commend people 
for what thev do instead of what they profess, will serve to make 
mankind better in fact rather than in theory. The nub of religion 
,is this: Believe or be damned. The kernel of Freethought is as 
follows: Behave or be condemned. In my opinion there can 
be but one answer to the question which of these precepts is best 
calculated to promote good behavior, and that answer is furni~hed_ 
by the statistics already quoted. ' M. 

A NEW reliO'ious sect has made its appearance in New Bruns
wick, which °claims to "aim at diffusing throughout the world 

love for one's neighbor and at bridging over the chasm which 
divides the rich from the poor." It will not prove a success. The 
religion of the other sort is altogether too popular for the reform 
to get a foothold.-Sunday Gazetteer. 

HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

There are ~aid to be 6000 idle laborers in Los Angeles.--.", 
A labor convention composed of delegates from the trades unions 
of this city and state met in Metropolitan Hall last SQnday. 
Socialists \vere not r!!cognized. The convention meets again 
next Sunday.--Governor Waterman has approved the bill pro
viding for the proper sanitary condition of factories and work
shops and compelling employers in mercantile establishments to 
supply seats for saleswomen.--Adley H. Cmnmins will lecture 
at Irving Hall, Tuesday evenings, February 26, lVlarch 12, and 
26, on "Among the Gods and Goddesses," "The Semitic ~a.cc," 
and "The History of Liberty."--The Rev. D. M. Canright of 
Otsego, New York, formerly a prominent Seventh·day Advent 
preacher, is now lecturing in Healdsburg against the doctrine~ 
of that church-:--the spe.e~. coming of Christ and end of the 
world, the annihilation of the wicked, the sacredness of the 
Saturday, feet-washing as a Christia.n ordinance, like the Lord'i 
Supper, etc.--A dispatch from Pomona states that a remedy 
has been found for the disease which has been ravaging the 
grapevines. , 

The Haverhill school matter, that has attracted so much at
tention in Boston, was taken up by the Catholic Central Associa
tion in Cleveland, Ohio, last Sunday, and will be denounced at 
a general meeting to be held next Sunday. Bishop Gilmore 
opposed the action of the Boston Protestants very vig-orously 
in an address in which he said: "I deny the right of the ~tate 
to come into my house with the presumption or the actual 
violation of just law. I deny the right of the state to coerce the 
citizen to educate his child, or to send his child to schoal. I 
admit, however, the right of the state to make education a con
dition for the exercise of the rights of citizenship, but I hold that 
the citizen is free to prepare himself for that or not, as he 
pleases."--It is reported that the linights of Labor are about 
to return to absolute secrecy, so that members of the organization 
will be totally unknown.--The New York and Brooklyn car
drivers' strike was a failure.--Somebody has donated $20,000,
000 to found a great Baptist university in New York. The report 
that John D. Rockefeller, president of the Standard Oil Company, 
is the donor in denied by Mr. Rockefeller.--Two faith-healers 
prayed for a sick man at Ireton, Iowa, and he recovered. The 
healers were arrested for prcticing medicine \yithout a license, 
but the court held that it was no crime to pray for an afflicted 
person, and the accused were acquitted.--\Voman suffrage 
was defeated in the Dakota House of Representatives by a ma

, jority of 4 votes.--A New York theatre manager who ad
vertised to put" Robert Elsmere" on the stage, ~as condud~d 
not to do so since Mrs. Ward, the authar, protests taat the publIc 
"would not bear to hear the most intimate and sacred specula
tive problems discussed behind the footlights."--A bill to 
submit a prohibitory amendment to th~ people of Massac~us~tt;; 
has passed the House of Representatlves ~):' a Iarg~ x:naJonty. 
--The wife of John L. -Sulhvan, the pugl1~st, has Jomed the 
Salvation Army.--The Woman Suffrage bIll has been favor
ably reported to Congress from the Select Committee. 

DurinO' recent political riots in Rome, the mob secured 
plunder to the value of ,$ 3?0,000.--,The prison auth?rities 
having the custody of 0 BrIen, the Insh edItor and agitator, 
deny z'n 101o the charge that he has been sUQjected to rough treat
ment.--Pasteur announces that he has found the true germ of 
diphtheria, but has not as- yet discovered the ~rinciple3 tha~ will 
neutralize the virus.--The New York CatholIc News states that 
Gladstone resigned his contemplated visit to Rome at the express 
wish of the Italian government. Signor Crispi has brought a,Il 
the influence he could command to make Gladstone change hIS 
mind or return to EnO'land without visiting Rome. It was feared 
that Gladstone might °sanction an appeal to the nations and gi~e 
countenance to the scheme which it is known the pope has In 

view.--It is said that the government of Canada wiU put the 
annex:;ttion question to popular vote. 
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DEATH OF A NOTABLE REFORMER. 

I have received two letters informing me of the death of W. 
Frey, the well-known Russian expounder of the Religion of Hu
manity and Communism~ 

Russians abroad who think of some day returning to their 
native land find themselves much safer working under an as
sumed name. Under the name of Frey he was well-known in 
Liberal circles, and in the history of altruistic settlements in this 
country the name Frey will always be better kno'Yn than that 
given by a Russian priest at the christening ~eremony. 

Frey was an outspoken Liberal, and on all questions held most 
liberal opinions.' Apprehending in his native land the ways and 
means by which a few captured the bodies and minds of nearly 
a hundred millions of people; conceiving the order, or rather 
disorder, which rendered the enslaved a means for the continua
tion of their own enslavement, as an honest man he openly at
tacked that system, and, as an educated man, easily discovered 
that the Christian religion was the ca~se of his countrymen's 
sufferings. 
, The union of church and state in Russia is strong. At one 

time the church wa.s stronger, and the state did its biddings. 
Now the adverse is the case. Still the state could not possibly 
hold on and be despotic as it is had not the church in Russia 
that influence which the pope of Rome is so anxious to establish 
for it all over the world. When one knows this he naturally, 
though mistakenly, concludes that the same power could be di
rected to good as to evil. If religion has the power to,so lowly 
enslave people, the same power can be brought about to highly 
elevate them. One might as well use the same logic in regard to 
despotism. It seems that Frey was in that sense a religionist, 
that is to say, he had no belief, but considered religion as a 
means; and for his having selected Positivism with its Religion 
of Humanity as an appendage in preference to the other thousand 
religious systems, he forever established for himself the admira
tion of those who though differing from him yet highly respected 
him. 

The communistic colony in Kansas having failed as such, he 
for some time absorbed himself in literary works. He contributed 
articles of advanced character to the Liberal press in Russia and 
other countries. During that time, his main work on Religion 
of Humanity first appeared in the Index in this country, and 
shortly afterwards it attained a large circulation in pamphlet 
form. In 1882, when thousands of unfortunate Russian Jews 
came to this country, Frey grasped the opportunity for establish
ing another communistic settlement. He did not seem to rely 
much on an individual convert. One in a community, no matter 
how altruistic he may be, must be crushed to the waU, and al
ways serve as an example of what man should not be; while if 
the converts all live in a community of their own, altruism benefits 
everybody alike and serves as an example to other communities 
as to what man should be. He thus argued with some young Russian 
Jews who had received a high education, and soon the scheme 
of colonization was agreed upon. He naturally supposed that 
these educated young men would be competent to judge as to 
qualification for memberships in the future from among the 
thousands of Russians who then had been thickly arriving. And 
they made the mistake of taking in nearly everybody rather upon 
the amount of destitution and promise to abide by the regula
tions of the community, than upon the amount of education and 
conviction of their belief in Positivism. In this way a lot of 
trash, some even devoid of common rules of decency, crept in. 
The settlement was known as New Odessa, and was located in 
Oregon. For nearly three years it struggled along. The trash 
one by one left the premises and promises as soon as the outer 
world afforded them an opportunity to live as their brainless 
heads liked best. The educated held out to the last, but were 
finally compelled to disperse as a settlement, came to San Fran
cisco in a body, worked and assisted each other till they secured 
means enough to leave for New York, where they are at present 
engaged in a co-operative business, still adhering to Positivism 
and hoping for its ultimate victory. 

F; ey lived in New Odessa for some time, and fearing its fall, 
went to London, England, where a large organization of Posi

tivists exists, with a view of receIvmg aid for the' settlement. 
Then and there he delivered a speech which, when published in 
pamphlet form, bore the title "How Positivism Could Compete with 
Socialism." It was severely handled by Socialists in this country, 
and I too had a letter published on the subject in the Denver 
Lab)r Enquirer. Frey asked for assistance to enable him to 'go 
amO:1g the educated Ru~sians and preach Positivism. I thought 
the Russians were in need of another kind of preaching. He 
thought that he could establish successfully a colony of Russians 
with communism, religion, vegetarianism, and a dozen of other 
isms, all as one code of. ethics. I thought, one ism at a time. 

In f883, as assistant secretary of the Portland, Oregon, Aux
1'iary Liberal Lelgue, I was authorized to issue a Call for a state 
convention with a view of establishing auxiliaries all over the 
state. I addressed one circular to Frey at New Odessa, and' ex
pressed hope that he would endeavor to place the whole settle
ment as an auxiliary. In reply he expressed sympathy with the 
movement, and thought that in one sen!:le the colony was an 
auxiliary already, but that while Liberals and Sociali~ts were try
ing to change law, he and his adherents were trying to change 
man, who would subsequently establish the law we were aim
ing at politically in our Nine Demands. 

Whatever difference of opinion there may have existed, Frey 
was a Freethinker. To the progress of mental liberty he con
tributed much. His deeds were manly. His god was Reason. 
His religion was that of Humanity, at the shrine of which he 
was praying and at the altar of which he was sacrificing most of 
his years. His death is a great loss to the Liberals 6f the world, 
for he had a heart that contained an equal amount of sympathy 
for every man, woman, and child on earth. , 

Dudley, Cal. ' M. S. WAHRHAFTIG. 

CO-OPERATION AND INDIVIDUALITY. 

[Abstract of an address berore the San Francisco Sinaloa Club, Febru
3, by Samuel P. Putnam.] 

Co-operation is necessary to, civilization; The solitary man is 
the savage man. He is the victim of nature. The solidarity and 
the continuity of the race are the conditions ~f conquest. It is 
by combination of effort, not only of the present with the present, 
but of the present with the past, which has made and kept the 
splendid instrumentalities of progress now in the world. The 
railroad, the telegraph, the steamship, would be impossible with
out this oneness of purpose in humanity. The highest flights of 
genius have never been made except by a common impulse. 
Genius, invention, art, are the direct fruits of the fraternity of the 
race. 

Co-operation will exist in the nature of things among civilized 
beings. The form of co-operation to-day is mainly for the benefit 
of the few, and not of all. The blood of millions is drained to 
make magnificence for a favored class. .. 

The co-operation of the future, of. the highest civilization, 
should be for the benefit of all. The humblest, the weakest, 
should share in the glowing harvest. But co-operation should 
not destroy individuality. This is the great problem: to unite 
the race, not as machines, but as infinitely diversified men and 
women. Unity attained at the expense of individualism is not a 
gain. To cut off the wants, desires, and varied aptitudes of men 
in order to make harmony, is by no means the ideal society. The 
ideal·· society is where everyone is himself, expresses himself, 
chooses his own career, makes his own fortunes, while, at the same 
lime, heart and hand are joined so that the same wealth and joy 
flow to all. , 

The problem is infinitely difficult, and must be realized 'in 
all its magnitude before any experiments can be successfully 
made. It is easy enough to unite submissive men and women, to 
unite those where one is master and the rest slaves, where there is 
a religious bond that supports authority. It is easy enough to join 
harmoniously those who have few wants, few desires, few am
bitions. But the life of civilization is in the multiplicity of wants, 
of desires, of ambitions. To combine, so that no want, no desire, 
no passion, no ambition, is sacrificed, but the whole individual 
is preserved-this is the problem, and this problem has never yet 
been solved and is far from solution. But the paradise will not 
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evolve except by its solution. Stephen Pearl Andrews, one of the 
wisest and best and broadest minds of the' century, has done more 
than any other philosopher to solve the problem, and has given 
hints of the greatest value. But it never can be solved by pure 
thought, only by many and manifold experiments, and every ex
periment. even if a failure, is of -priceless value. Everyone who 
joins a co-operative colony is in a sense a martyr to the world's 
scientific advancement. He is submitting to an experiment, at 
c >st, frequently, of heart. and hope. But the problem must be 
solved, or the highest life of man is unattainable. 

In the heart of the oiEl civiliz1.tion there is compulsion-com
p:.Ilsion of state, compulsion of society, compulsion of public' 
opinion. There is enormous tvranny. It permeates every sphere. 
None can escape its power. Very few dare to exercise natural 
rights. The punishment is too great. Mrs. Grundy is too pow
erful. The drift of civilization is to destroy individualit~·. Even 
the favored few who roll in wealth become dummies, and obey a 
will not their own. 

In the heart of the new civilization there must be freedom, 
absolute individuality, co-operation, not of suppression but of ex
pression. Society ~:hould not be a vast machinery, but an ocean 
of ever changing life and lustre; each man free, each woman 
free, not stripped of any passion or J10wer or genius.. but every 
faculty intense and full, and creative of noblest possibilities. This 
is the ideal society, the new civilization, based on freedom, on in 
dividuality, on diversity-yet in diversity manifesting the sublime' 
flower of excellence, all for each, each for all; where the least· 
shall be an inspiration to the greatest, and the greatest shall be 
bound in love and service to the least. 

THE GLORY or INFIDELITY. 

Orthodoxy must thank I nfidelity for keeping it a "live corpse." 
The life of orthodoxy to-day consists not in itself but in its efforts 
at defense. It shows its greatest activity in refusing to be buried. 
How ingenious,aIld r~allyinteresting are the defenses of Ortho
doxy, from Bishop Butler down. Even "Paradise Lost" was writ
ten to "vindicate the ways of God to man," and thus answer 
the Infidel, and surely if it were not for the devil "Paradise Lost" 
would be a very uninteresting book. Vve must thank Lucifer 
for all the poetry there is in it. It is so with mo~t orthodox pro
ductions; they are attractive only when fiJhting the devil. It is . 
the Infidelity they seek to overthrow that ghres them lustre. The 
army of the Lord would be a very dua affair if it were not for the 
wicked unbelievers that compel it to be in motion and keep its 
armor bright. It is really an intellectual pleasure to read many 
of the defenses of popular theology. Their authors ransack 
heaven and earth and all the fields of philosophy and science 
and history in order to find arguments. The brightness of Infi
delity compels orthodoxy itself to be bright, or it would go by 
the board; and indeed, so strong have been some of the arguments 
of the Infidel, so taking and persuasive, that with a s~rt of daring 
despair orthodoxy itself has seized upon and turned them to its 
own support. The sword of Saladin has been wielded by the 
Christian warrior. 

So Infidelity is really a sort of baptism to orthodoxy. It keeps 
it in motion, and so, to a certain extent, an object of interest. 
Suppose.that all attacks upon Christianity should cease; that it 
could live simply and solely on what it is in itself and be held by 
its adherents as safely and complacently as a government bond, 
how stale, flat, and unprofitable it would become. The sermons 
would be duller than ever. Everybody would fall asleep. Like 
Cain, they would go to the land of Nod, and probably find out 
how he got his wife. Of course, there would be no need of mis
sionaries, and so there would be no collections; and it must be 
admitted that a collection is one of the most animating parts of a 
religious service. How dead many of the churches would be with
out a collection! Christians would hear the discourse, go home, 
eat their dinners. and be profoundly satisfied. They would not dis
cuss anything, for there would be no need of discussion. Every
body would say yes, and close his eyes in peaceful slumber. 
There would be no more revivals. The lost sheep having been 
brought in, all excitement would be over, and the happy hundred 
would have nothing to bleat about, and so they would lie still, and 

the shepherd could shear them to his heart's content. All the 
bright intellects that now get a living by their replies to the Infi
del would have to take ·a country parish and live on donation 
VlSlts. Wouldn't they heartily pray that the Infidel might come 
again that they might cudgel him and live in clover? There's 
nothing pays better to-day than a brilliant attack on Infidelity. 
It puts money into the pocket. The more Infidelity there is the 
btter some Christians grow, for they earn their bread and butter 
by saying bright things against the unbeliever. In fact, take Infi
delityaway, and Christianity would lose its virility; it would be
come a shadow; it would have nothing to live on except ghosts, 
and that is mighty poor living even for Christianity. One good 
stout Infidel is worth them all; and I do say that Ingersoll has 
gIven more vitality to Christianity than all its legion of ghosts and 
clergymen; for he has compelled it to think and put its best foot 
forward and behave itself, and strip itself of a thousand incongrui

. ties, and be decent and respectable. 'Ingersoll has compelled 
Christianity to put in a new appearance, and present a more civ
ilized .aspect! except when under the patronage of Judge Black, 
when Its anCIent blackness reappears, and the old barbarian flouts 
in his naked deformity. Generally, however, in answer to Inger
soll, Chri~tianity has put on a suit of clothes of the 19th century 
style, and declared that is not quite so bad as the unbeliever and 
Bible affirm that it is, and for putting on this respectability and 
modern finish and decency of apparel, and improved looks gen
erally, it must be obliged to the Infidel, who would not let it suc
cessfully remain in its old savage manners and dirt. It has had 
to be shampooed and shaved, and take a Turkish bath and be 
rubbed and oiled and combed before it could be in a condition 
to meet the Infidel in a fair and square fight. Christianity, like a 
cub, has had to be licked into shape, not by its mother, 
Ignorance, but by its foe, Skepticism. If the religion of 
Christianity goes down it must be grateful to Infidelity for com
pelling it to prepare for a respectable demise. Only thmk what 

. a miserable affair it would be to-day if it had not been con
tinually polished off by the Infidel; and if there is any gold 
in Christianity it is the Infidel who will at last release it from 
its false surroundings, and make it valuable in the progress of 
the race, for it is the Infidel who compels analysis, discrimina
tion, judgment, and selection. 

Thus, in every period of history, it is the Infidel who has kept 
the world to its best thought. His doubts have come by the 
million, and like electric batteries have startled the most obtuse. 
The world may hate the Infidel, it may scoff at him and make 
him an outcast; it may d~stroy him, but it must answer him. In 
a thousand ways his questions present themselves. Immortal as 
the gods, they will not down. Like the tiny snowflake, they 
start here and there in the heights of human thought, and the 
avalanche will follow. 

The Infidel is a" perpetual disturber, I grant. Without him all 
would be calm, and orthodoxy would have a lovely time. But 
in that case the world would perish, for there would be nothing to 
desire and' nothing to search for, and hence no action. yniven:al 
dullness would sit upon the throne and decay succeed. Disturb
ance and change are the conditions of life, and the Infidel is the 
source of these, and he is thus a supreme necessity. . As the ice 
must melt and break in order that spring may come, so the rigid 
creeds must ever melt and break in order that new processes 
may come, that I'ew skies may bend over man's advancing way. 
It is the Infidel, the unbeliever, the skeptic, who brings the ever
changing breeze and the swift currents by which the old b broken 
down and its hidden life revealed and made illustrious. 

The word of the Infidel is the living word, because it is the 
questioning word. It is the word that evokes, becaUSe it is the 
word that investigates. It is the denial of the truth that makes 
the truth most precious; for not to accept truth is the highest 
life, but to prove that it is the truth. The orth0dox asks for no 
proof--:he simply accepts. The Infidel demands proof~ and it is 
this which sets the world's brand on fire, and it is this which con
stitutes the glory of Infidelity. 

So much for the spirit of Infidelity. If nothing but a spirit
a negative force-it has been a wondrous help to progress. Let 
us now loo!~ at its positive results, at what out of its spirit it has 
contributed to the world's advancement.-( 1'0 be Conltizued.) 
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AGAINST THE BLAIR BILL. 

[From the Chicago Tribune, February 4.] 
"Christ himself was a Sabbath-breaker," said E. A, Stevens,. 

-

Whereas, Their ungrateful return is seen in attempts to sap the founda
tioni of our state' and national life through tht" enforcement of their mind
debasing dogmas, and by limiting the citizens' mental liberty, s~eking to 

. ttccomplish by force of law what they have utterly failed tei do through 
the power of reason ancl logic; therefore, 

R~:;olved, That this mass-meeting hereby demands that the Gen !ral 
Assembly of Illinois enforce in matters of religion or irreligion the rule 
of "privileges for none, justice for all~" by so amending the exemption laws 
as to tax all church property in the slate. 

Mr. Christensen repeated the criticisms of the OIl Testament, 
and said that even the New Testament was not a fit subject for 
instruction. Christ himself behaved undutifully towards his par
ents, and was not a good example ,to. children. ' 

sccretarv of the American Secular Union, at Aurora Turner Hal1'Mr. Engelhardt said that religion was the ally of the privileged 
yesterd~y afternoon. About 800 persons ~ad gathered at the call 
ofthe Aurora Turnverein to raise their voices in a protest against. 
the bills introduced in the United States Senate by Senator Blair, 
one providing for the enforcement of the Sun?ay as a dar o~ rest 
and religious worship, and the other proposmg a constItutIOnal 
amendment adding instruction in the principles of the Christian 
religion to the curriculum of the public schools. 

Petitions were circulated and signatures obtained asking Con
gress "not to pass any bill in regard to the observance of the 
Sabbath or Lord's Day, or any other religious or ec~lesiastical 
institution or rite, nor to favor in any way the adoption of ar.y 
resolution for the amendment of the National Constitution that 
would in any way give preference to the principles of anyone 
reliO"ion above another, but that the total separation between re
liO"ign and state, assured by our national Constitution as it, now is, 
~ay for e'ver -remain as our fathers establi!:;hed it." 

Copies of a protest already adopted by the Aurora Turnverein 
were distributed. The document set, forth: 

The rights of conscience are inherent, inalienable, above and beyond 
all compacts and statutes.. They are not and cann<;>t be subjects ~f legis
lation. The right of free though!~ sp~ech, and !lchon, on ~ll subJe~ts of 
helief, limited only by the samenght III ot~ers, IS absolute III e.very Ill~el- . 
ligent. being. Any abrid~mel~t of that nght, followed to. Its logical. 
sequences, will destroy SOCIety Ihielf. The great and only obJ~ct of gov
ernment is the enforcement, not the abridgment, of personal nghts. Re
ligion has only to do with man's conscience. It is entirely beyund the 
jurisdiction of the state.. It does not belong to t~e st.ate to fi:c an~ e~force 
penal sanctions for the v101a~lOns of laws.an~ oblIgahons which It did not 
and cannot create or for which no authonty IS conferred. The powers of 
the United States government are purely secular. The Constitution pro
hibits expressly the right to pass any law respecting the establishment of 
any form of religion. 

The meeting was presided over by Adolph Rhein, first speaker 
of the Aurora Tumverein. A lengthy address was made by E. 
A. Stevens. He confined himself to the subject in hand, while 
those who followed him, Jens L. Christensen and Frederick En
gelhardt, the proxy justice from Jefferson, attempted to ridicule . 
reliO"ion in general and Christianity in particular. Mr. Stevens 
gav~ an account of the recent meeting of ~~e Senate Committ~e 
on Education and Labor, where the prOpOSItIOnS of Senator BJair 
were advocated by a number of ministers, ~nd opposed by a law
yer in behalf of the Secular Union. • 

The arguments of the religionists, he said, were mainly secular, 
d \,'elling on the necessity of a day of rest. "It is a clear case of 
false pretenses," he said. "It is an attempt to smuggle through 
Congress a law ab()lishing inalienable rights and to subordinate 
the state to the church."

A Sabbath law was universal, he went on, because that which 
was riO"ht in itself was always right, and that which was wrong in 
itself ~as always wrong. It invaded the sanctity of personal' 
rights and the right to IIlake contracts and receive compensa.tion 
for performing them. The less cautious of the _Sabbatanans ' 
showed that their real purpose was to drag the state behind the 
ecclesiastical juggernaut and crush by th~ law what they could 
not accom plish by moral suasion or logic. Christ was executed 
by the Roman law because he demanded the total separation of 
the secular from the religious government. God was outside of 
the jurisdiction of the legislature of the United States. 

Mr. Stevens submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously: 
. Whereas, the ecclesiastical party by being exempt from a just share of 
taxation on their property have grown rich and arrogant through this dan
gerous discrimination,confirming the assulPptioll that, having been g.ranted 
t his unusual privilege, the state considers them a necessary part of It; and 

classes, and it had been decreed. that it should be forced on the 
toilers even if it had to be done with the policeman's club. The 
same interests were now back of the present attempt to force reli
gion on the people that burned Huss, made GaliIeo retract, cruci
fied Christ, and even quite recently broughtab~ut the death. of 
seven men who opposed themselves to the process of reducmg 
the masses to ignorance, stupidity, and slavery. 

EULOGIZING PAINE. 

The one hundred and fifty-second anniversary of the birth of Thomas 
Paine was celebrated last night at Princess Opera House, 558 West Mad
ison street, by the Chicago Secular Union. The hall was handsomelf 
decorated with American flags, and upon the walls a number of selecdons 
from Paine's writings were displayed in large type. "Tlie World is My 
Country. To Do Good is My Rdigion;" "Do Justice, Love Mercy, an,l 
Endeavor to Make Our Fellow Creatures Happy," and "Fr~e Thought 
Will Give Us Truth" were the most prominent. 
. The program consisted of vocal and instrumental selections, with sev
eral brief speeches on the ltfe and character of ThomasPaine. The pres-. 

'ident of the Secular Union, Mr. E. A. Stevens, said it was fitting that 
they should celebrate with love and gladness the natal day of the truest 
friend the people ever had. Paine was a glorious patriot, a statesman 
whose principle was higher than diplomacy, and whose devotion to jus
,tice and freedom was above and beyond all selfishness. 

Professor George A. Vinton, of the Chicago D,amatic and Musical 
College, said Paine spoke like an oracle from heaven. He loved liberty, 
not only for himself, but for all mankind. He hated bigotry and op
pression, both in church and state. Professor Vinton also gave as a reci
tation the well known poem, uThe Que~n's Touch." 

Mrs. M. A. Freeman also spoke in eulogistic terms of Paine."Re 
did not believe in hell," she said. "Re bdi~ved in a heaven here. Re 
did not come to save a few sects, or even a nation, but the whole world. 
He preached eternal salvation for all." . . 

Musical selections were rendered by J. H. McNab, Frank Pearson, 
C. P. Thompson, Mrs. Anna Orvis, and Joseph May. Short addresses 
were also made by William Thompson, B. H. Marlett,and JudgeF. C. 
Russell. Refreshments and dancing followed the formal program.
Chicago Inter-Ocean, Jan. 31. 

Among the musical nmn,bers, those worthy of special mention 
were the charming soprano solo, "Vive l'America," by Mrs. 
Anna Orvis, who kindly volunteered her services; the splendid 
rendition of the "Skipper of St. !ves," by the leading bass of the 
Apollo Club, F. Pearson, Esq .. and the creditable piano perform
ance of young Master C. E. Thompson. As a matter of course 
the director of the Chicago Dramatic College, Prof. G(!o. A. Vin
ton, gave his recital in faultless and effective style .. 

Of the eulogies, the best were Mrs. Freeman's, ThompsJn's, 
and lVIarlett's, the two latter carrying off equal honors. as to qual:" 
ity of composition. The former's delivery was remarkably fine, 
easy, and unconstrained, which may be attributed to }'rofessor Vin
ton's tuition. Judge Russell is toq rpetaphysical and philosophi
cal a thinker to be specially felicitous as a eulogistic orator. He 
has more depth than dash. 

Following, is a portion of Mrs. Freeman's oration: 
In the old Book it reads: "And I will put. a lying spirit into the 

mouths of my prophets to deceive the people." In one of the editions of 
the sacred volume are given what purport to be the last \Yords of emi
nent Freethinkers-their fear and repentance. Among these is a short 
sketch of Thomas Paine. The misrepresentations embodied in it, the 
untruthfulness, are evidence that according to the passage quoted from 
Holy Writ the compilers were true prophets of the Lord. 

Among Paine's opponents there were none grand enough to grasp the 
meaning of his philosophy, to conceive even an outline of his life. "Do. 
ing justice, loving mercy, and endeavoring to make our fellow-creatures 
happy." That was the man.. That was the life he lived. That was 
the simple faith he died in. Had he need of more? Should his death 
bed have been one of terror? What phl\ntom wrong. could have been 
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evoked at that last hour? Doing justice? Justice has no Nemesk to 
torture him who does her will. Loving mercy? -The dew from heaven 
falls not lighter than peace on the white soul of the compassionate man. 
Endeavoring to make our fellow creatures happy? An ambition wor
thy of a god. He should have died as Socrates died, calmly, sweetly, 
at peace with all the world. He'should have died as a Christ died, for
giving the hands that hurt him. He, too, came to save the world. He 
did not believe in a hell; he believed in a h~aven here. He would not 
accept eternal torture for one poor, wretched human b;ing. 

Paine was a patriot, but the world was his constituency. He did not 
come to save Ireland" Germany, Russia, or France. He did not com~ 
to save a few sects~l\1ethodists, Baptists, or Catholics. He came to save 
the world. He knew eternal justice demanded that the world should be 
saved and he refused to accept anything short ofeternal salvation for all. 

An Englishman by birth, yet the-history of America could not be writ
ten without his name. He knew no nationality. He came to save the 
people, the whole pf'ople. To save themfrom poverty, from superstition; 
to -lift from their bowed necks the cruel heels of tyrants, to take 
from their poor, patient hands the chains of oppression. He hated the 
tyrant everywhere. He denounced injustice. He scorned the sycophant. 
With pitiless power he tore the mask from the face of royalty. Reason 
laughed at th'! exposure-the poor pretense of "divinely anointed." The 
head of the kmg could never more be made to touch the clouds. His 
glory had departed. He lay prone in the dust, henceforth and for ever, 
a poor Baal, a priest-made thing at the people's -feet, for Thomas Paine 
had written the "Rights of Man." 

He never sacrificed principle for policy. He: never slopped to ask, 
"Is it popular? Does' it pay?" He did what was right, assured that 
the right must ever pay; He spoke what he thought, for he felt that 
truth only is eternal. And b~cause he did this his name will endure 
so long as men love justice, and honesty is more admired than hypocrisy. 
He was never on the popular side. The republic glowed and burnt; an 
all-consuming fire, alone in that active hrain. -His great heart held the 
grand ideal. He bent alrthe energies of his wonderful will to impart 
to others a concep~ion of his daring dream: Jefferson, Franklin, Wash
ington, one by one, caught the spirit of his inspiration, and the Revolu
tion was :t reality. The people had been born. Washington is called 
the" Father of his Country." Thomas Paine was the incarnation of its 
Liberty. 

Amid the red glare of the downfall of the Bourbon reign, the intrepid 
soldier and statesman is found again facing the fearful forces of despot
ism. The effete monarchies of Europe tremble. Through a thousand 
centurieS' Christian civilization has tortured the people, robbed them, 
beat them with cn'el blows into a white heat of fury. Now it looks on 
dismayed at the madness of the wretched canaille. Even the loving 
persuasion of Paine was powerless to arouse their reason. The elements 
would not be stilled; the storm would not be hushed. When the sky 
cleared the scene was like fair fields laid waste by wind and hail. The 
grandest and best, as well as the weakest, had gone down. Nature is 
pitiless in her progress. To give vent to a volcano a continent must tum
ble into ruins. 

The life of Paine is a lesson for all time. It iliustrates how great a 
work can be accomplished by one individual. His dream, it is true, has 
fallen far short of realizatio.n, but it has left its impress upon the ages, 
for love of liberty must exist so long as the footfall of man is felt on the 
green earth. The work he began must go on. He did not, he could not< 

accomplish all. A thousand battles are to be fought. Wrong is on every 
hand. There is 1I0t a noble deed of the past but that may be emu
lated to-day. Tyranny, superstition, monopoly are advancing-ter
rible forces over the rights of the people. No need to look back and sigh 
for glory. The Thermopyl:e is here. See to it, 0 young American, 
that you as readily as Spartan hero defend the pass to liberty. No need to 
long for the days of Valley Forge. A great army is now marching through 
the land. loyal as yet to the flag-men, women, and little children. Their 
feet are bare and bleeding; their clothing tattered and torn; they cry for 
bread, and stretching their hands toward the eternal hills, they beg for 
coal. This army~grows larger year by year. It is becoming a terror. 
See to it, young American, that you do something for this army of desti
tute fellows. Its existence is a danger. Sure destruction comes to the 
land whose people are too wretched to be trusted in its defense. This is 
a Christian civilization, we are told. Let Christianity have the glory of 
this wretchedness. The idea of the Freethinker-the humanitarian--has 
no eternal misery here nor in the hereafter. The greatest happiness to 
the greatest number; Christianity the greatest misery to the greatest num
ber. In that eternity whose limit is boundless only the few are to be 
saved, the vast, vast majority to be damned. All Christian civilizations 
have been modeled on that plan. And when a nation has been made 
thoroughly Christian the people have been most thoroughly wretched. 

To save them-the people-from this wretchedness, is the work of the 
American Secular Union-the sepa-ration of Church and State. To do this 
is to eventually realize the glorious life-work of Thomas Paine. 

Here are a few excerpts from Thompson's tribute: 
Paine needs no praise, but if justice were done him we shall write one 

of the grandest epitaphs dedicated taman. • I!, the name of humanity 
his fervid words in freedom's cause burned deep mto the tyrant's heart, 
and shook the foundation of the bastile of oppression. His "Rights of 
Man," '·Crisis," and "Age of Reason" will hold their kingly throne as 
long as reason lasts and justice reigns. • Few of the brilliant phrase-

coiners live up to them, but he who uttered one of the grandest of 
recorded sentences: "The world is my country, to do good my religion," 
lived up to it in its broadest sense. To him humanity had no narrow 
bounds, and no limitation of state, town, or country fettered him like a 
caged, sweet warbler, or a chained slave. . Nothing so inspires the 
SOLI I, which touches the strings of justice, m~rcy, and love, as the thrill of 
joy and the tenderness of pity, which gives such an impetus to our higher 
selves as the contemplation of a life spent in the interests of humanity. A 
life where chagrin and anguish have been born:! with fortitude that a 
grand purpose may b.! accomplished. . Lib~rty, justice, and equal 
rights are not yet respectahle. Mental fre~dom is an outcast, is spurned 
with contempt, and the minus of the rnajo;-ity are still bounu and riveted 
by the shackles of superstition. Mental lib~rty is b~low par, and mental 
slavery is the passport of the day. . When Pain.! receives his just de

- serts then truth will not b! dress::d in rags, nor lib~rty hunted round the 
world. 

While the entertainment part of the program, owing to the 
unavoidable absence of some of the promised talent, was not 
quite up to our usu:lI standard, the quartette !Sang, "Tell Me, 
Flora," with splendid effect, and during the dance intermission, 
the Le Paige sisters. Ella and Maud, gave their Highlan.1 Fling 
and SJ.ilor's Hornpipe. Th~y performed by special invitation 
at the actor's benefil at Minneapolis Opera House, a couple of 
weeks ago, when \V. J. Florence made them a present of his 
special souvenir, his little hatchet, emblematic of his relationship 
to th:! historicli c'1erry-tree chopper in the matter of veracity. 
\Ve never before h1.d a blll where everyone seemed to so thor
oughly enjoy themselves. and where such happy abandon and 
good fellowship prevailed. E. A. STEVENS. 

PAINE ANNIVERSARY IN COOS COUNTY, OREGON. 

As is by this time well known by Mr. Putnam, there are 
staunch and true Liberals in Coos county, Oregon. Chief among 
these it is fair to mention Hon. H. S. Hazzard of Empire city, 
]. D. Garfield of Marshfield, E. Bender of Myrtle Point, the five 
Schroeders of Hall's Prairie, H. B. Nichols of Coquille city, 
Thomas Lowe of Randolph, and Titus V. -Nichols of B mdon. 

There was a Paine an-niversary celebration held at Myrtle 
Point on the evening of the 29th of January, 1889. Bender's hall 
was filled to overflowing by substantial and respt'cted citizens of 
Coos county, members of the Coquille Secular Union, and 
others. 

That injefatigable and earnest worker in the cause, ]. Henry 
S::hroeder, Esq., of Arago, local president of the Secular Union, 
ha:i as usual attended in the best manner to all arrangements. 
P. O. Chilstrom, formerly of Bandon, now a resident of San 
Francisco, presided. Hbn. H. S. Hazzard delivered the oration, 
which was a masterly and highly able eulogy and defense of 
Thomas Paine, occupying about an hour and a quarter's time, 
and which was most attentively listened to by the large and ap
preciative audience. 

The Myrtle Point brass band, of which Mr. E. Bend(:r is 
leader, and the numerous Schroeders ils chief body, discoursed 
instrumental music throughout the evening in its usual able, 
artistic, and pleasing way, and Miss Schroeder, accompanied on 
the piano by her father, ]. Henry Schroeder, rendered a couple 
of selections of most sweet-voiced song. The evening's entertain
ment terminated with a sociable, and dancing was kept up by 
the younger ladies and gentlemen present till early dawn. 

All in all, the Paine celebration in Coos county, Oregon, for 
1889 was a decided success. The credit for this rests first with 
J. Henry Schroeder, who, with his usual faithful work, good ar
ranging, and popular manners, brought the people out, a~d. then 
saw to it that everything went off smoothly and entertam~~glr' 
The Lib~rals of Coos are to be congratulated that the cau.:e IS 10 

the hands of sllch able management, and th1.t it is represented 
by its principal and foremost worthy and substantial citizens. 
Brother Putnam may well take considerable credit for the good 
seed sown here about two years ago anJ subsequently. 

The world moves. Mankind is slowly but surely becoming 
free. . P. O. C. 

B:mdon, Coos Co., Oreg9n, February I, 1889. 

A SPECIAL meeting of the Topoloblmpo group will be held 
on Sunday, February J7, at 618 Harrison street, San Francisco, 
at Ie A. M. 
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TWO FALSE CLAIMS OP CHRISTIANS. 

Asylums for the insane, for the blind, for the inebriate---:-these an~ a 
thousand other good things are the outgrowths of the teachm~ of Chnst. 
The teachings of Infidelity are guilty of none of these good thmgs. 

The above extract is taken from the writings of a minister, 
and, although it is an old libel on truth, there are .many people 
who take it for granted as a fact. Why? B~cause It comes from 
one who has had a call from their God to tell what they supPJse is the truth; also, b~caU3e they read theological literature with 
theology-dimmed spectacles, whereas if they would take the 
trouble to examine the claim set up by this so-called holy m III 
and religious books and papers, they would learn that they do not 
always 'state facts. The average parson loves to ~e continua.lly 
shoutin lY "Christianity is the mother of moralIty; InfidelIty
t~1.c'es °immorality alldcrime. Civilization is due to C lriS

tbnity. Christia~it.f f03ters educat!0l!- ~y buil~ing colleges an~, 
f'chools. Science IS mdebted to ChnstIanIty for ItS advancement. 
I would like to see just one plr30n who is honest enough to 
come out squarely and substantiate one or all of those claims by 
facts and figures. . 

Our reverend's claim that asylums, hospitals, and one thousand 
more good things are the outgrowth of ~he tea~hings of Christ-;that 
Infidelitv is guilty of none of th03e thmgs, WIll not bear the lIght 
of investigation. Let us see what are the facts of the case: hun:
dre:is of years before Christianity there were asylums for the in
sane in Egypt and the Indies; Gre,ece had home~ for the poor, 
for the refugees. and she had hospItals for the SIck. Hundreds 
of years before the Christian superstition had sprouted; hundreds 
of years before the mythical Jesus, an emperor of India es~ab
lished hospitals in every town in his empire. These hospItals. 
existed for hundreds of years. \Vhere were the .outgrowths ot 
Cnristianity at that time? In Mexico and Peru cha!,itable insti
tutions were maintained throughout those countnes. Rome 
ahvaysattended to the wants of her poor. Were the corn laws of 
Caius Gracchus, for the benefit of the poor, the outgrowths of 
Christianity? Except in a few monasteries, where were your hos
pitals for fifteen hundred years? Where were your boasted asy

, lums for fifteen hundred years? The first asylum for the insane 
that we have any record of was builtin the seventh century by the 
Mohammedans. The first asylum built in a Christian country 
\n.s in Spain, seven hundred years later, built by a mon~ for the 
purpose of protecting th~ poor unfortun~tes ~rom the msults of 
their Christian neighbors; so says the histonan. Where were 
your boasted schools Jor fifteen h~mdred.·years? Until Robert 
Owen an Infidel, sehm example In New Lanark,there was not a 
schooi fit to be called a school for children, in England. Col
leIYes and schools, during these fifteen hundred years, were scat
te~ed all over PaO'an lands. History will tell you that education 
an J sciences wer~ forced into Christian countries at the point of 
the Pagan lance. The ancients looked upon. i?sanity '~ith awe, 
and it was considered sacred. They cured theIr Insane WIth flow
ers music, and kindness. How did Christians treat their insane? 
Fr~m the time of the first Christian asylum down to the eighteenth 
century the keepers for the insane were chosen for their brutal 
~trength and brutal natures rather than for their moral and intel
lectual qualities. The asylums were hells of torture. In England 
the first measure to reform the institution for the insane was made 
by Dr. Franklin in 1750.. He was follo~ed in his go?d work by 
Dr. Pinel, ill 1791, who lIberated 53 patIents at the BIc~tr~, from 
chains with which they were bound. In 1793 a COmlTIlSSlOn.was 
appointed by the House of Commons, whose im<estigations re
vealed a most horrible state of affairs. They revealed the fact 

. that it was the custom, when lunatics were taken to Dublin, to tie 
them to the back of a cart, and force them to walk the entire dis
tance. About one in five lost an arm by that treatment. It was 
found that in one asylum, where there were twenty-three patients 
confined the building was one room, 1 6X1 1 feet, and seven feet 
hiO'h' n~ window, no means of ventilation; the door opened 
oppdsite a pig-sty and dung heap. Tht. room had six cells; three 
had floors and three had none. The bedsteads were wooden 
boxes, six feet long by two and a half feet wide, to which the 
.patients were chained, like wild animals, and treated worse. 
Straw was all they had to lie upon. That straw was not changed 
<:>ften. The commission reported that the patients 'were so dirty 

that a close examination was impossible. How is that for an out
growth of Christ? How does that compare with Pagan treat
ment of their insane? How does our Christian parson like the 
style of treatment of the insane by Christians down to the latter 
part of the eighteenth century? Are you not proud~of your dis
tinctly Christian institution for the insane? \Ve will give the 
devil his due: Christians are welcome to the glory. Freethought 
was muzzled in those days. It is a fact that no honest person can 
deny that Freethoug ht has spread-rapidly since the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, and sinc~ that time more regard has been paid 
to humane treatment of the msane. Out of the one hundred or 
more institutes for the insane in,the United States ho\v many were 
built by the church? Forinstance, how many were built and kept 
up by the Campbellites? The asrlt~ms are st~te, national, and ci~y 
institutions, and the Infidel pays hIS proportIon of taxes for theIr 
maintenance. It is a significant fact that the most Christian 
countries have the largest per cent. of insane; and another fact. 
which our parsons do not love to inform their flocks, is this: the 
insane asylums have a very large quota of Christians crazed by 
the outgrowths of the teachings of the religion of "believe or be 
be damned." The Moodys, Sankeys, and other emotionalists are 
furnishing more candidates for the asylums, so that the supply 
will not run short. Christianity has not built enough asylums in 
the United States to contain the insane crazed by its teachings. 

" The teachings of Infidelity are guilty of none of these good 
thinIYs" (building asylums, hospitals, and a thousand more good 
things). Let us puncture that theological. b~bble. ~n Infidel, 
Peter Brigham, gave $3.000,000 for e.::tabhshmg hospItals for the 
sick in Boston; James Smithson, an Infidel, gave $500,000 to. 
found the Smithsonian Institute; Stephen Girard, an Infidel, 
left $6,000,000 to establish an orphan's college in Philadelphia; 
James Lick, an Infidel, gave more than $1,000,000 for benevo- . 
lent and scientific purposes; John Redmon, an Infidel. gave 
$400000 to supply and keep free beds in the hospital of Boston; 
Rob~rt Owen, an Infidel, gave $~oo,ooo. and devoted his life to· 
the interest of the poor; Wm. Maclure, an Inqdel~ gave $500,000 

to help the poor men of Indiana; Peter Cooper, an Infidel, gave 
a large amount to benefit humanity; Henry Seibert, all Infidel, 
gave $500,000 to science and charity; and many other Infidels 
have given mO:1ey and time to benefit and make the human 
familv better. 

I ~ould like to ask our boastful parsons to inform me if there 
is any priest or preacher who gives as much to charity as R. 'G .. 
Ingersoll. "What has Infidelity done for charity?" is a taunt that 
is unjust and dishonest, emanating from. those who are eithel 
icynorant or bigoted. .This may seem harsh to the sensitive ears 
;f the parsons, but any reader of history can arrive at no other 
conclusion. Asylums, hospitals, and colleges were establisheq 
hundreds of years before Christianity.Ther~ ,,"ere no asylums 
built in Christian countries for fifteen hundred years. The Mo
hammedans instituted asylums hundreds of years before Christians 
did. How weak and puerile are the vaporings of priests who 
endeavor to hide the truth for the mythical Christ's sake! It is 

. curious how some parsons who, outside of their religion, are can
did and honest, will wilfully misrepresent facts when their religion 
is at stake. St. Paul, and some of the early Christian fathers, 
taught that it was no sin to lie for Christ's sake. Consequently, 
our parsons have a precedence to pin their bad habit to-a habit 
that is an outgrowth of a religion that has a license for crime. I 
would like to see one parson that would give credit when credit 
is due, and substantiate claims by facts, not fiction. 

Hillsboro, Oregon. W. C. CLOW. 

THE Golder Gate Bohemian Club held its annual reunion and 
ball last Saturday evening at Union Square Hall, San Francisco, 
and through the courtesy of Mr. J. Vostrovsky, of San Jose, who 
always attends, the occupants of the editorial chairs of FREE
THOUGHT were enabled to be present. The Bohemians are not 
numerous, but they make a select company. The Korbel 
Brothers, and Mr.. Baloun, and Dr. Proshek, and many 
others, are representative citizens. Mr. and Mrs. Vostrovsky 
enjoy a wide acquaintance among their countrymen, 'and there 
was nO,ne present among the ladies more popular than their viva
cious daughter. The music was good; the happy little children 
had no end of fun; and with all the handsome men and pretty 
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women in bright dresses, and flags and banners, and patriotic 
ai-s, and sociability, nobody t:ould help enjoying himself, and 
nobojy wanted to. 0 

ITEMS WRITTEN, WITH THE SCISSORS. 

IT is easier for a camel to get through the eye of a needle than 
for the savage to get through his need for an idol.-Puck. 

ON the Istof January, FREETHOUGHT, publish~d by Messrs. Put
nam & Macdonald in ,San Francisco, was enlarged from twelve to 
sixteen pages. Weare glad to see this evidence of success on 
the part of our friends on the Pacific coast.-Dr. Foote's Health 
Monthly. 

THE Rev. Dr. Howard Cro~b)',. of New York, who favors 
high license, has been formally denounced by a prohibition con
vention as "a traitor tp his church, his God, and his country." 
This leaves nothing to be said, except that his clothes don't fit 
him.-Ex. 

,. WE deem it most unjust," says the editor of the Hastings, 
Mich., Plaindealer, ,( that the laborer shall be prohibited from 
earning wealth on the Sabbath to pay intere~t, and at the same 
time capital be allowed to work on that day .... The editor of the 
Plaindealer therefore prays that the legislature may so amend 
the Sunday law that mortgages and other interest obligations shall 
not draw interest on the first day of the week. 

FORTUNE-TELLERS ~re punished with some six-months' or two 
years' im prisonment. How is it the law allows schemers to found 
a "Lord's treasury~! by promising immortality to the geese who 
bring their money to it? It looks as if in America, as in England, 0 

swindling may he practiced with impunity in the name of religion. 
One meets with just as many cases of the adroit blending of the 
worship of God and mammon.-Max O'Rell. 

B. F. UNDERWO()D has spent the month of January lecturing in 
Utah. He conchided hIs engagements in the territory with a 
lecture on "Radilallsm and Conservatism" in the Opera House 
in this city, Sunday evening. His lectures here have been of a 
high order, and his work has done much to undo the bad im
pres~ion created for .( Liberalism" by most of the rant that has 
been given here of lat'e under that name. As a clear, calm, logi
cal, candid, broad-minded reasoner, Mr. Underwood has made a 
marked irnpres~ion upon his hearers in Salt Lake, and when he 
comes this way again he will doubtless receive a hearty welcome. 
His lecture of Sunday evening was highly enjoyed by a large and 
enthusiastic audience.-Salt Lake Tribune. 

REGARDING the expunging of the word Infidel from our vocabu
lary, as prop~sed by "A Liberal," I consider 4is view erroneous. 
It reminds me of the struggles of the Campb~l,lites to "e:{punge" 
that, to them, objectionable appellation. Th~~ more they kicked 
the tighter it stuck, and their success has always been conspicuous 
for its absence. Let us not repeat their follies. "Infidel" is de
rivative of fides, faith; the prefix in signifying without-withOllt 
faith.' And I am pleased to know that Liberals are very gener
ally without faith in the dogmas 6f Christianity, and are therefore 
Infidel to that doctrine. And I, for one, am not ashamed of the 
name. So far as orthodoxy is concerned, I am an Infidel with a 
big I. Let the orthodox make the most of it.--F. S. MATTESON. 

A SOMEWHAT eccentric parson in southern Virginia was intend
ing to preach from the text, "And the spirit of the Holy Ghost 
descended like a dove." It occurred to him that it ,vould illus
trate the text forcibly to have a dove let down with a string from 
the ventilator above the pulpit just as he uttered the words. So 
an old negro servant was brought to the church on Saturday and 
sent up in the garret to rehearse letting down the dove. It 
worked to perfection, and on Sabbath morning the old darkey was 
again sent to the garret before the opening hymn. The preacher 
reached the words, "And the spirit of the Holy Ghost descended 
like a dove," but the dove didn't descend. The text was repeated, 
and still no dove appeared. A third time the parson repeated 
the words, and then glanced up at the ventilator to see what was 
wrong. Slowly the ventilator opened, and in the space appeared 
a woolly head. "Say, massa!" said the darkey, "Ise 'fraid de 0 

Holy Gose can't shO\v up to-day. Ole cat's bin up rar an' chawed 
his whole dam head off."-Investigator. , 

How does the Roman Catholic church stand now in the 
Dominion? It is owner of five million acres of land-making 
it the biggest landed proprietor on the American continent
with 900 parish churche3 and 300 convents, and an annUlI 
revenue of s~mething like $1 2,000,000; pa~'ing no taxes. making 
the hws, compelling the courts of the Dominion to do its will, 
yea, standing as it do:!s on the statute boo~s above the law, 
blindly obeyed by more than three-fourths of the inhabitants of 
the province of Quebec, you can easily understand what a power 
for good or evil is this institution. It will infallibly destroy all 
ve.5tige of liberty in this country unless wise legislation be 
speedily instituted to curtail its special privileges.-Alastor, in 
Toronto Secular Thought. 

No; the United States don't want to annex Quebec. New 
England has enough of Canadian Catholics within her border.; 
to-day: They have driven the New Englander out of his woods, 
the shoemaker from his shop, the Massachusetts girl from her 
loom, and the honest Yankee laborer from the farm. They are 
given over to religion and rum, to horse-trading and wife-beating. 
They have none of the virtues of the French Frenchman, but all 
his vices. The men are thoroughly bad; the women worse, and 
the boys and girls are a little smarter in evil-doing than their 
parents, readily assimilating the cuter ,vickedness of the Yankee. 
\Ve have seen these Canucks in all their glory in New England 
towns, and it is this race in Quebec who make it possible for 
Cardinal Taschereau ,vith his" bodyguard of prelates" to insult 
by his preposterous claims every decent man in the neigh borhood. 
The politicians are afraid of the priests because the latter own 
the majority of voters body and soul.--The Truth Seeker. 

IN commenting upon the late address of the pope before the 
Sacred college, America, c:t Chicago paper, remarks that" this 
address of Leo XIII. possesses the deepest interest for Ameri
cans. It is a notification to the 7,200,000 Roman Catholics in 
the United Slates that their supreme allegiance is due, not to the 
Republic, but to the pontificate. If this claim were merely the 
garrulous utterance of an old man, jealous of the authority and 
the prestige that has departed from his office, Americans could 
affnrd to dismiss it with a smile. But it is the expression of the 
pivo~al dogma u'p0n which revolves the mighty system of Roman 
supremacy over Its children among the children of the earth. It 
is the doctrine subscriQed to by over eight thousand priests, and 
preached by them to over teon thousand congregations, to over 
seven million American citizens. Worse than this, it is the un
American theory inculcated by alien teachers in 2,700 parochial 
schools to over five hunjred and thirty-seven thousand American 
children." 

A GENTLEMAN who" has been through all the various stages of 
what is called charity work," assures the Churchman that" there 
is no fraction of any percentage of meritorious mendicancy in 
New York." In other words, there are no beggars who deserve 
help. "Yet," adds the Sun, "the charitable societies are ~om
peting with each other in the creation and encouragement of 
pauperism, while in many cases th~ really deserving and self
respecting poor endure distress in silence, so that charity must 
search to find them out. There is something radically wrong 
about this whole business, and it" has its origin in the multiplica
tion of the professional philanthropists. They are the men and 
women who make a living out of dispensing other people's alms, 
and who seek 00 magnify their office by collecting and d.istributing 
as much money as possible." These private societies of profes
sional ecclesiastical reformers ought aU to be done away. Let 
the state take care of those who cannot or will not work, and not 
turn them over to men whose interest lies in making paupers who 
are to be used as levers to pry cash out of the pockets of good
hearted people. The state might find a way to make those who 
will not work reconsider their determination, but the incentires 
of the charitable societies are all in the other direction. Honest 
destitution should be aided tenderly; wilful wretchedness should 
be treated as a crime. It is undoubtedly true that professional 
philanthropy encourag-es pauperism more than it re~ieves actual 
distress.-The Truth Seeker. 

0 
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WHEN Robert Ingersoll presents himself at the gate of para.
dise and St. Peter sees that good, open face, radiant with happi
nes;, the doors will be thrown wide open to let him pass, and the, 
saint will say: 

"Come Robert come in. Thy happy face pleases me. We 
have just iet in a ~argo of long-faced folk-Presbrterians, I'll be 
bound, and it does one good to look at thee. Thou ?~st done 
thy .. utmost to. stifle. the h~'dra-he~de~ mon~ter SuperstltlOry, and 
to· destroy the InfamIeS which are In circulatIOn on the subJect of 
the Lord. Come in, friend, thou hast loved, thou hast been be
loved, thou hast preached concord, mercy, peace, love, and hap
piness; come, take thy place amongst the benefactors of the 
human race."-Max O'Rell. . 

THE antiquity of the different. versions of the Golden Rule 
stands thus: Golden Rule by Confucius, 500 B.C. : "Do unto 
another what you would have him do unto you, and do not to 
another what you would not have him do unto you. Thou need
est this law alone. It is the foundation of all the rest." Golden 
Rule by Aristotle, 385 B.C. : "We should conduct o~,rselves to
wards others as we would have others act towards us. Golden 
Rule by Pittacus, 650 B.C.: "Do not to your neighbor what 
you would take ill from him." Golden Rule by Thales, 4?4 ~; 
c.: "Avoid doing what you would blame others for dOIng. 
Golden Rule by Isocrates, 338 B.C.,; "Act towards o~hc:rs as 
you desire them to act to:vards you. Golden Rule. by A~lstiPPUS, 
365 B.C.: "Cherish recIprocal benevolence, whIch WIll make 
you as anxious for another's welfare as your o\vn." Golden Rule 
by' Sextus, a Pythagorean, 406 B.C. : "What you wish your 
neighbors to be to you such be also to them." 'Golden Rule by 
Hillel, 50 B.C.: " D~ not to others what you would not like 
others to do to you."-The Agnostic Journal. 

Believe In' Man. 

Believe in man, nor turn away. 
Lo! man advances year by year; 
Time bears him upward, and his sphere 

Of life must broaden day by day. 

Believe in man with large belief, 
The garnered grain each harvest time 
Hath promise, roundness and full prime 

For all the empty chaff and sheaf. • 

Believe in man with proud beltef, 
Truth keeps the bottom of her well, 
And when the thief peeps down, the thief 

Peeps back at hi~, perpetua1. • 

Faint not that this or that man fell; 
For one that falls, a thousand rise 

_ To lift white Progress to the skies; 
Truth keeps the bottom of her well. 

Fear not for man, nor cease to delve 
For cool, sweet truth, with large belief. 
Lo! Christ himself chose only twelye, 

Yet one of these turned out a thief. 
-JOAQUIN MILLER. 

A Biblical Opinion of Man. 

\Vife.-The Bible says much in favor of women, John. I 
thought that the Isra~lites kept t?eir ~vo~en in the b~ckground, 
·but if they did the BIble, whIch IS theIr hIstory, doesn t. 

Husband-Humph! The Israelites did well by keeping their 
WO'nen in the background;. that's where women should be. 

\Vife-But still the Bible says that-
Husband-Oh, I know there are a few women mentioned in 

the Bible-there was Jezebel, she was a woman. 
Wife-Yes; and there was Ahab; he was a man. And there 

was-
Husband-It is no use talking, Mary. The Bible is a hi&tory 

of men. Women are mentioned only incidentally as they had 
influence on the actions of men. The book says little about 

'women compared to what it does :tboutmen. 
Wife (musingly )-You may be-right, John, now when I 

. come. to think of it. There is one thing, - at any· raJe, it says· . 
about men that it d<,:>es not say about women. . ." ,:,-. ."': 

Husband (smilingly )-1 thought );OU would co~e to)'<J.lIr.~ 
senses, Mary. What is it the book says about men. that:it does 
not say about women? 

Wife (placidly )-It says all men are liars. 
Then the husband arose and put on his hat and went to s~e 

what kind of a night it was.-London Tid llits. . 

Peculiarity of Our Climate. 

The cool, dry' summers and delightful winters of the Pacific" 
. Coast are found to be peculiarly ,favorable for mediumisticde--, 
velopment and spiritual unfoldment. All returning spirits bear 
witnesR to this fact.-Golden Gate. 

A WOMAN'S CATECHISM. 

The following questions and answers '~re from theWo:nan's 
Journal: 

Who inculcate purity of heart, and yet are so con~lned to th¢ 
s~ntiment of sex that they decide from the shape of the body, in-. 
stead of attributes of the soul, in admitting candidates for the 
ministry? Ans.-Clergymen. . " '. 

Who are so obstinate in their self-conceit, and so fond of doing, 
all the talking, that they will not allow a word· from any r~pre- . 
sentative of the majority of the church? . Ans.-Clergymen. 

Who require women to promise obedience in the marriage 
service? Ans.-Clergymen (except among the Methodbts). 

Who point the way of humility, courtesy, and self-denial to 
women, but refuse to lead the march? Ans.-Clergymen. 

Who love the topmost seats in every place? Ans.~Clergymen.· 

CONSTANTiNE'S SUNDAY. 

The National Reformers have 'a great deal to say about Ameri
can institutions, the American Sunday, etc.; but the fact -is, the 
movement is wholly un-American. In a speech the other day, 
the editor of FREETHOUGHT made the following point, which we 
think is exceedingly well taken: . , 

"Constantine, the Roman emperor, WHO lived .over three' 
hun'ired years after Christ, first instituted the observance of Sun,,:.. 
day a~ the sacred dar-the Sabbath; and we of the nineteenth 
century are compelled to adjourn the celebration of our national 
anniversary, the Fourth of July, when it comes upon a Sunday, 
in recognition of Constantine's Sabbath; and every time we do 
so, our flag is trailed in the dust before the edict of a Roman 
emperor." . 

The whole National Reform movement is but an effort to 
Romanize America:. There is unly one error in the above, and. 
that is, that Constantine instituted the observance of Sunday as a 
sacred day. Although he issued the first law that ever existed in' 
regard to Sunday, its observance as a sacred -day was unknown 
till long after Conc:tultine's time. His law was like the one the 
National Reformers want; it was not designed to make meri very 
religious, only to make some of them appear so outwardly.
American Sentinel. 

OLD BUT ALWAYS GOOD. 

Not many years ago Professor Huxley had a little tilt with 
~amuel Wilberforce, bis~op of Oxford, who blandly asked him, 
In the presence of a large audience, "Is the learned gentleman 
willing to have it go forth to the world that he believes himself 
to be descended from a monkey?" Professor Huxley arose and 
replied in his quiet manner: "It seems to me that the learned 
bishop hardly appreciates our position and duty as men of 
scien~e. We are not here to inquire what we would prefer, but 
what IS true. The progress of science from the beginning has 
been a conflict with old prejudices. The true origin of man is 
not a question of likes and dislikes, to be settled by consultinO' 
the feelings, but it is a question of evidence, to be settled by strict 
scientific investigation. But as the learned bishop is curious to 
know my state of feelings upon the subject, I have no hesitation 
in saying that, were it a matter of choice with me (which clearly 
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it is not) 'whether I should be descended from a respectable 
monkey or from a bishop of. the English church, \vho ?an put 
his brains to' rio better use than to ridicule science and m lsrepre
sent its cultivators, I \vould certainly 5hoose the monkey !" 

M~S. GLADSTONE is quoted as saying that her husband considers 
it one of his' most sacred duties to do his utmost to check the 
flood of Infidelity that issweeping,over England. 

THF clergymen who have been praying fr~e for the Indiana 
legislature have refused to c?ntinue unl~ss they get $5 per prayer. 

LILIAN'S STOR~. 

·\Ve apologize hysterically for keeping our, readers in su~pense 
by 'allowing the continuation of Lilian's narrative to rEmam un
priilted for two weeks. It now proceeds: 

PARKER '& CO. 
BY_ ~.LILlAN ANDREWS, , AUTHOR OF ,"ONE PENNY," "NELLIE'S 

MONKEY," AND oiHER TALES. 
CHAPTER-II.. ' 

;, None of us will goto live 'with- you; ,,::e do not want to part." 
" Oh! YOU don't eh? Well, you don't hear of me again:' 

Withihat: Uncle B~rt road away. ' 
Anita stood looking after Uncle Bert. Then she went into the 

house and told the others all about it. 
CHAPTER III. 

The next day Anita "called a 'meeting to decide what they 
\,"ould do to earn a living. Bert said,"~Take in sewing." 

" No· that wouldn't be niCe," said Grace. 
c, I k~ow hpw to earn a liv~ng, teep \ a 'tandy store and sell 

tandy," said Baby Maisy. , 
"That would be just the thing; we know how to inake candy, 

and we could. sell it to Mr. S. Steward. 
(To 6~ Continu~d.) 

'A Veteran In Need. 

To th~ FreethougMand Liberal Friend! everywhere: 
I havejust received a letter f~om Professo('J. H. Cook, of Columbus", 

Kansas, stating that he is 7~ years old, helpless with a lingering incur
able disease, in a lone house and no money; has been living on 5 cents a 
day all winter, with no friellds or relatives to appeal to, and too sensitive 
to apply to tho! authorities. I have known Brother Cook well ,and long. 
He is a life-long workerfo'rour glorious cause of driving out superstition 
from the minds of humanity. He has lectured and written much, but is , 
now old and- feeble and in' pressing want. Will not the friends of Hu
manity and old womoutlecturers sendhim somethmg to help him along? 
He is worthy and,noble,-and'should not be forgotten in his time of age, 
and great need. Let each and all ,de. what they can. 

D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Always With Us. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
I have been absent from home most of the time during the past three 

months, and too busy to take a hand in the convention, which I hoped to 
be able to do, but I wish to have you put me down as a member of the 
Society, and inclose my mite towards paying expenses. I also inclose five 
dollars to renew my subscription to FREETHOUGHT and keep alive a few 
others that I sent in last year, until I 'can have further time to see if the 
parties becom.! voluntary subscribers. There must be fifteen or twenty 
of them in all, and I m,ay be able to continue them all or send you as 
many new ones during the present year. 

1 was much disappointed that my little scheme for securing one thou
sand subscribers at full rates failed so entirely of the response I expected 
it would receive, for I believe in co-operation, and while it would come 
heavy on one or two to give any real material help by themselves, a 
hundred me~ could do so easily, without its b!ing burdensome at all to 
any of them. , 

I do not suppos~ it would b~ worth while- to renew the proposition, 
but if anyone else· will make one as good, requiring the expenditure of 
no greater amount of money, they can put me down as on~ of the num· 
ber to join the club. I !>uppose the paper in its enlarged form will be as 

much in need of help as ever, and I certainly feel that it is more deserv
ing of support than it was at the beginning. Truly, H. P. 'SrONF.. 

Oakland, Cal. 

For a Free Sunday. 
'To the Editors of FeethougM: 

I feel like writing a few lines for the good of the cause and your en
couragement. Yesterday I received FREETHOUGHT of January 26. It 
is the best copy yet; glad you are getting enthused on the Sunday ques
tion. That is right. \Ve have a great work to do, and I shallexpl'ct 
much from FREETHOUGHT. Through my instrumantality we had a meet
ing at the school-house last Sunday. There was a general turnout and 
much interest. We had the Blair bill read and discussed; there was not 
one to defend it. We are nearly unanimous' here for a free Sunday, 
though occasionally I run across a bigot. Outside of our valley it is dif
ferent. In Escondido, eight miles away, which is our trading-point, 
there are six churches and many bigots, though the churches have few, 
and some no attendants, and base-ball is the principal attraction. 
My man told me that there were more at the bas~-ball ground last Sun
day than at all the churches, and many went froin church to the- ba.ll 
grounds. Petitions have gone up from there, both to the state legislature 
and Congress, for the Sunday law. I have been circulating the remon
strance, and find no trouble in getting an overwhelming majority, but it 
takes more time than I have to spare, and it is so little understood, and 
so little being done in other states, that it looks as though the people will 
not realize what is being done until they are bound hand and foot. 

It is astonishing to see the ignorance manifest on the subject. The 
churches have worked so secretly that the outside world is perfectly 
ignorant of what they are doing, and our best men are surprised that any 
one is so simple as to think that there is any possible chance of the Blair 
bill passing Congress. 

I asked one of our best men to sign 'the remonstrance. He laughed at 
me; said it was absurd to think Congress would pass the bill; said there 
was no possible danger; said he had not heard a word of it, and thought 
it strange, if there was danger, that there was riot a paper to, warn the 
people. I told him that as sure as he sat supinely down and stuck to it 
the bill would pass, and for him to remember my words. 

But I think it is our duty to warn the people, and if the worst comes 
we can not blame ourselves. I am circulating Harry Hoover's" Sabbath 
Imposture" and the American Sentinel. Last Sunday I subscribed five 
dollars for ten copies for circulation ( six months), and am going to do as 
much for FREETHOUGHT. So please send me as many copies every week 
as you can .afford, for six months, for five dollars, and I will try to place 
them where they will do the most good. Send also another dollar's 
worth of" Sabbath Imposture," and one copy of FREETHOUGHT to the 
subscriber whose name is inclosed. You may think it is rather reckl.!ss 
in me to offer FREETHOUGHT as a gilt to all Christians who will read it, 
but at the present rate it will take a long while to discourage me, 
though I am pretty well satisfied you will have some of them as 
permanent subscribers at the end of the year. 

I see by the papers that a great number of preachers want to come-to 
California. Now, if there can be one good one found that would pr~ach 
Liberalism, at a moderate salary at first, we could keep one employed 
in thii county. Can you send us one? A prophet is not without honor 
save in his own country, you know; we will have to import one, I sup
pose. 

I like FREETHOUGHT better than any other Liberal paper published, 
for I can circulate it among ml Christian neighbJrs without offense}q 
them. They cannone vI them fin-l m:lch fault with it. I wish you 
much success in your laudabl~ und !rtaking. B. B. ROCKWOOD. 

San Pasqual, Cal. 
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A L~ANI/~iEhALLYQ\re 
LIF~ED PHYSICIAN, and 
the ml.-st successtul (in his 
IIpecl ~1ty) as his l'racti.-e will 
Burel; "ro'e. The Doctor 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
e8.l!t"s of young amI mill dle
aged men SIKh as 8emillal 
weakn·'f.B. impot.ellcy, &c., re
sulting f!'Om indes('rt't:ou and 
ig1lOf' lice of youth. Those wh .. 
are ail.ng should send ten (1<) 
tents for his book. ., PrivatI! 
(;ounRellor," setting lurUI au 
external Application-

A. POSI'rIVE ('lJRF; 

The book is worth many
times its cost, s-ntl 8111uld he 
read by the young for instruc
t! n and the afflicted for rehel. 

FREETHOUGHT. 

WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT I 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK.

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined b;!fore shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTE[N, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to sp:!ak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERIC.\N STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1I,.$12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounc<:! case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In bt!st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold <.ase, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do" hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels,$23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 j!wels, $27.50; do., ~djusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $'10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world·· 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in.: 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce. $25; 6.ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hUlltIDg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style~$35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $IS, 
$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, ~tc, worth $35 for $25: 

. do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated· 
Jewelry of the lat'~st designs. Select 'from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses 
" Gold do., $S and 
(Send line of finest type you can read 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) 

Best Razor {a 1uxury} $2; a good one 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple.plated Knives 

" Forks 
Teaspoons 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Ro.chelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETIjOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

I 

selling
work for 
hours... 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK " AAYSDR.EADON, . 	 , of Edinhurgh, Scot
; ~ ,1f~rtG:~'W~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l ::.tn::,~~CJ ~.l(~~';~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 

Itt." r·ut" fiO:-i .. ty. 1, 1. 'lC~ 'V . tlt:II'U I II!:,. a ·nd Tery In.a.ructlve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.ar nnd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~1~e~~t!:Q:~ bn::lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of~'lIooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by which tl:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physICians, clergymen, crjt-t~, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubj ecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," Will find it interestill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW·F EA TURE Just intr<?<luccd, consists of a nr
l~ul ~bnrt•• Infivecolo guaranteed?"u~~ri~~~i'b~f~~·~ft!~~:a~~ 
war phYlliologiC1l1 book. ar:td rendering it Rjro.in the mO'!t (I.trrnct.ive and-quickAGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 

Koehler Writt:R: .. I 110111 the fir.;t six boQkII in two 
M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£UII. M01tJ.hl.. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print nnd illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW J~rk. 


THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. TE.mperance and Prohibition, 
A l\IagazlIle of 24 pp., devvle.l to UY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. S:.ts fOltl! the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to furce in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 75 cts. Address thi. office 

SUNDRIES. 
$1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 
6.00 	Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 

Silver Thimbles ·35 
Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·50 

1.00 	4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
1.75 	 6 Guitar Strings ·75 
1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3. $4 to 1°'°0 
1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15'°0 

All Ccmmunications Strictly Gonfidential. . 
Plain Envelope~ u~ed. The.bo)k spoken of sent sealed. 

Audress, DR. }{. P. FELLO':S, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
::;ay where you saw this AdvertiRement. 

[From the Wa.'!h:ng-tPlI NR.!.fonal View.) 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

!lervices to all those ill Ileeo of a kind, sympathetic and 
.skillful physician. l:-illlJia.r 3flvert lIemtmt·s from unreliable 
practitioners have heen assailed aud E'xposed by the preSR,
.but. Dr. Fellows, a speciali;t, in hi'! line. stan.ls foremoRt 
in his l'rof~s~1 n. amI the encomiums showered Ul»n him 
publicly IlS well as ill IOr.vate, are tlatterlng evidences of 
the high aJlprec'ation and coiltldenre hs long and consc'en
ti'lU8 dt;vo,LID to hi specialt.ies in hia p of"sRion have so 
jusJy merited for I im. and it is safe to tnlst him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, ]838.

DR. R. P. FELT.oTrs-Dear Sir: . Tbe rt'medy you sent 
is wo,king like a cbarm. l:\m cODlllletely surprised the wily
it acts Ullon the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
an,l that weaknesss, (seminar weaknrss) is cOllling out all 
light. YourS res, ectfully.· J. It. 

REl\(ARKs-The above is a fair Fample of the hundreds 01 
testillionials received from: all parts of the United States. 
from young. middle·aged Ilnd elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a e now cured 
by my External AI plication, the grel>test of all kno\\n 
remedies for this clas.. of di'3eases. 1\ s I all' an out and-out 
Liberal I trust tile Freethinkers of the Larid will give me 
their patronagE', ~nd n"to waste their timl! and money on 
Christ.an doctofll. " DR. F.Il:LLows. 

,,:":tl.ElS ~ 

b'/ilU::;1J
_---.I 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin •. .'............. :..............$ 4 00 
III karat Gold, sma!l size Badge Pin ........•.• ;...... 2 00 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin .... ; ............. 275 
14 kata~ Gold, slUall size Badge Pin with Diamond, 85, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge !'in............... ...... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, ~lIiall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 (JO 
14 karat GJlll. Sma 1 Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
Itl karat Gold, Large Charm (for wat(;h chain)....... 5 lO 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaill)....... 600 
14 ka.rat Gold, Large Charm " "Diamond* 14 to 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, F('t. so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre
sentl;d or mon. y refuuded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

s. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manuflolcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
.~lanila, Book, NeWs, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414'and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


http:M01tJ.hl
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PL~GIPIC Cl\RRIAGE G(). 

BUSINBSS ,'. OFFICE, 1.1. POWELL ST. 

OLl'lER HINCKI.'(V, ~uPERIN'l'ENDENT 

Central Stands~ 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter !:Its.. 


Telephone 1.950. 


J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to gIve me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

:'75 Natoma st., cor. 5th; S. F. 

TH'E OPEN. COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 

The Open Court Publishing Company, 

'Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 


Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism--to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bt:aring on sClt!l1tific, religious, social, 
and economic questions.,.' i 

Idf Terms, $2 p~r year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

LUCIFER· THE LIGHT-BEARER. 
DZVOTED TO THE 

Frank amI fearle:;;; di.5cussion of basic principles 
in the fielJ. of governmental ,and social rdorm. 

For more than eightei!n months this paper and 
ils publishers have been prosecuted in tht:: courts 
by the agents of the Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleg;::d v.iolations of the U. S. postal laws. 

Published weekly at Valley Falls, Kansas, at 
$1.25 per annum. Specimen copies free. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
Anew edition·, ~ith numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on pro~a
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I deSIre 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
itUts. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE LATEST F:-\ SHION S 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR...... , .......................................... .... 
$25.gg
DRESS SUITS FOR .. , ....................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3~.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR.............. .......... ........ .................. . 

Samples forwarded, on Application. 
C:E1.d.S. F. :SUR..Q..DI.I:.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-1.01. FIFTH STREET 1.01.

A BRIEP HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

AlJRIAJ.V IV. TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
infamous, distinction of being dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By JAMESG. MAGUIRE,Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. i 18, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important "'ork by Gibbon, the historian. Compris. 

. ing all that relates to the projrress of the Christia.n reIi 
gion in "The Histor.i of the Dedineand Fall ot the Roman 
Empire," and a Vindication (never bC'tore published in 
this country) ot some passages in the 15th an,1 16th chap
tel'l!, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum 
notes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman. "an Engli-;h Church. 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 pascas. 
Cloth. With Engravinga. Price, $1 00. ' 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the nation&l. an· 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; 6 cop
t-, !5 centli !5 copies, fL 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
::JrJ.,lAwa of the Moral and Phyale&l World. By Ba.rOI. 
D'JIOlbac:h. A Dew &Del imprond editioo, wi&.b 110_ b" 
ow.oe. ~ yobamel" OM. I'rioe,,, ., _ 

REMSBURU's W'ORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As-a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~t~tistics. sho~ing. t~e creeds 
of the prisoners III the penttentlanes; t~e 
Church and Civilization; the Church and SCI
ence' the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices S~nc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
~rostitution; Murder; Wars 01 ,onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; 1ntolo, an.ce and 
Persecution' Injustice to Woman; V n kmdness 
to Children! Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Can~ibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty a?d Vagr.an
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy;,O~scentty. Pn~e, 
single copies, 25 cents; ~ ~oples, $1. SpeCial 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the followin.g heads: Origin of the. S:,-b
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the. Ch~'lStlan 
~criptures and the Sab?<1:th; Exa"?m.atlO~ of 
':,unday Arguments; Ongm of ChrIstIan Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers;.the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puntan 
Sabhath; Testimony of L hristian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. ( Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San FrancisCO. 

ORDER THEM OF' ELMINA ! 
Little LeSSons on science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or the Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels) ; Diana-: 
sexual advice for the married, 2S cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH .. FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889• 
.. ... 

In order to Increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, anq. at the same time to secure the dis-" 


tribution of books that every' one shmlld read, we offer the following 

Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTQRY OF THE BJBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHR!STIANITY, or VOL..; 
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

1'hree New Subscribers ($6) . GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

" Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S f?ROSE POEMS, (A rnost Magnifi
cent Volume). 

" Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIR~'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half 
Morocco, (1110St, elegant style, $4 ed). 

" Six New Subscri ber8 ($12) INGERSOLL'S', LECrURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 edt 

THE PRICES OF' THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL' DISCUSSIO~, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON 'rALlIAGE, 50c. INGERSOLI..'SPROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these works will be sent postpaid: upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price: 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDDNALD,. 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FREE1'IIOUGlrrBOOKS 

'PU'I'NAl\1 's 'W 0 Ix l-<S. 

The New God. 10C. The l\ew GO!t was inaut 
by an artist hand, guided bya poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture, The creator make:. 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the Ln::ath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. '" A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly lIIind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth,. $1 eo. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident allJ d I :11l1atic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-Yuhn Swiu/,m', 
P~. 

Pr6mt:th~us: A ~ot:m. htce; $1. .. It b 
crammed with .lile, thought and pru oun,1 emo' 
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr.ll~lIr}' 
JV. B~lIows. 

Gottlieb: Ui~' Life' or, Love Triumphant. A 
l{olllalll:e of l':allh, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale,' 
woulJ be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To r~alize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 

,anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
aU my life before."-Elmina Drake Skllker. 

Why Don't H~ Lend a H.tntl? And other Ag 
J nostic I'oems. Pike, 10 cents. "Mr. Put

nam is a vignrotts poet. His poetry rings like 
a hell, an,1 stirs the reader like a .trumpet." 
-Bu/gnrills. . 

.\dami and Heva. ·Price, 10-cents. "A mag 
nificent Agnustic poem, descriptive of the eve, 

. novel and ever mysterious kgend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-Th~ Univllu, 
.S'an Francisco. 

fbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
. titic Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. FqpJe's Heolth 
Alonthly. • 

INGERSOLL'S WORKS 
• 

The Christian Religion. fly R. G. Ingersoll, 

Judge Jeremiah S. lllack and Prof. George F. 

fisher. Paper, 5.0 cents; cloth, $1 • 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents: 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the San Frallciscall~ 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Oburver. By Robert G 
Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. • . 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. . 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 'Large ~jze 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents., • 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-Opslon 
IllfustifTtuor 

~ Short History of the Bible. 
Being a ·popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price~ So cents. 

Men, WOmel1, and Gods. 

By Helen H. Gard~ner. Introduction by Robert 

G.lngersoll. Price, 50 cents. 


Address this office. 


Ingersoll s Lp.ct~~e8 Complete. Bound 10 one 
volume, contammg over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. ·cTribute to His Brother," "The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast" 
and "LittJeHarry Mi11er's Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, and jn large, clear type, suitable for' 
framing; four to any address for 50 cents, or 
either one for IS cents,' 

Prose Poems and Selections. It contain~ be. _. 
sides the celebrated "Decoration Day Ora
tion," and all the famous tributes, many,' 
other gems selec~ed from the speeches, argu
ments, lc:ctures, table.talks and day-to.day 
cdnversatlons of the author. Fine steel port 
trait and autograph facsimile. Price in' 
cloth, ~veled edges, gilt back and side, $; 50,. 

Photographs of Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, 404:, 
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SAN FRANCISCO, FEBRUARY 23. 1889 

THE police of San Francisco are suppressing the bands of re
ligious exhorters' who draw crowds on Sunday in the vicinity of 
the ferry. Sabbath-breaking has got to go down, law or no law .. 

JUDGF MAGUIRE'S book, " Ireland and the Pope," should now 
jump into a large circulation. It has fallen under the papal ban, 
been duly damned by Leo XII!., and placed in the Index 
Expurgalorius. 

TUE readers of the London Saturday Journal have decided by 
a vote of four hundred thousand that the Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
is "the greatest living Englishman." Curiously enough, the 
same voters express the opinion by a majority of thirty thousand 
that Irving the actor is a greater man than Spurgeon the preacher. 

THE latest religious canard is that Colonel Ingersoll has been 
blackballed by the Player's Club, an organization of New York 
actors. The truth is that Colonel Ingersoll has not applied for 
membership in the club and therefore there was no blackballing. 
No man stands higher than he in the estimation of the histrionic 
fraternity. 

POPE LEO has rushed into print with another allocution, in 
which he recommends that the powers of Europe should make 
common cause with the church of Rome. He reports that his 
negotiations with Russia are progressing toward a satisfactory 
conclusion. Russia and Rome are adapted to each other like 
the jaws of a wild beast, and when properly hinged by a treaty it 
will be a dark day for anyone who gets between them. 

A BRIEF telegram from Panama tells of the death, at that place, 
of Dr. H. J. Purdy, of Seneca Falls, N. Y. Dr. Purdy was a reg
ularly graduated physician, and went to Panama to practice his 
profession, but at the instigation of rivals he was arrested as a 
quack and thrown into jail. His friends at home were notified, 
and proof of his good standing was furnished the proper authori
ties at Washington, but before the diplomatic red tape could be 
unwound, Dr. Purdy w<1:S dead., If we are cor~ect in our surmise, 
Dr. Purdy was a long-time subscriber to the Truth Seeker. 
We met him in the office of that paper shortly before he left for 
Panama. This· outrage on an American citizen comes direCtly 

from the absurd and unjust laws by which one school of physi· 
cians, called regulars, are able to suppress another school whom 
they call quacks. Dr. Purdy was not a quack, but if he had been 
the action of the authorities at Panama would be none the less 
execrable. There is a good deal of quackery in medicine, but it 
is as nothing compared to the quackery in law. 

THE order of the Pennsylvania railroad company that no 
freight except that of a perishable character shall be transported 
on Sunday is a satire on the custom of calling Sunday the Lord's 
day. If ~unday were the Lord's, and if he had any respect for 
it, he would be likely to see to it that no loss came from its ob
servance. It is by the .working of the laws of nature that perish
able things decay, and if the Lord objects to Sunday labor he 
might reasonably be expected to let nature off at twelve o'clock 

-on Saturday night. 

THE finger of the priest is in every department of the muni
cipal government of New York. At the request of Archbishop 
Corrigan, the commissioners of charities and corrections have 
resolved to institute an inquisition into the religious belief of aU 
the sick ,who go to the public hospitals for medical treatment, 
and brand a cross upon the coffins of all who die Catholics. A 
portion of the potter's field has been "blessed" by the archbishop, 
and metropolitan pauper~ will hereafter have their obsequies at
tended to by the firm of Corrigan & New York, undertakers. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

I have been to hear Sam Jones. Mr. and Mrs. Schou, of 
Oakland, and N. D. Goodell and family, of Sacramento, were with 
me, and I felt that I should not be so carried away with the 
merriment of the occasion as to be brought forward to the 
anxious seat. 

Sam Jones is a unique character. There never was anything like 
him, and never will be again. Nature broke her mould in form .. ' 
ing him. The combination is a rare one. There have been 
comedians in the pulpit, but never such a minstrel show as Sam 
Jones. He plays the" end man" to perfection .. His jokes are 
"chestnuts," but he has a wonderful cute way of cracking them. 
As comedy, Sam Jones is a supreme success. No one can deny 
that. His hits are palpable, and so is his accent. If Sam Jones 
were on the stage with the tambourine I should enjoy him with~ 
out dissent. But the idea of combining his jokes and slang with 
the solemn, awful, tremendous doctrine of orthodoxy and eternal 
damnation is something' that one could not realize without an 
actual experience. The idea of cracking a joke with Calvin and 
St. Paul, and heaven and hell and the great white throne as a 
background, is simply inconceivable. I have no doubt that when 
Sam Jones passes the golden gates he will chuck St. Peter under 
the chin and say, "How are you, old feller?" and he will give 
Gabriel a poke in the ribs, and sauntering to the central throne 
will say to the archangels, HI will seeyou later;" alld if he should 
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happen to meet Lucifer no doubt will announce, " You make 
me tired." Sam Jones caricaturizes. He can't help it; but that 
Christians should accept the caricature for the reality is some
what strange. Outside of pure comedy Sam Jones is a fool. He 
don't know anything. He has no theology, no philosophy .. His 
religion is simply feeling., He is without thought or logic. He 
is absolutely unworthy of intellectual respect. He is a show and 
nothing more. 

Sunday afternoon I addressed the Progressive Spiritualist 
Society at Washington Hall. Judge Collins presides here, and 
he is one of our remarkable men. He is a thoroughgoing re
former, and has original plans for the amelioration of society which 
are worthy of consideration. He thinks that the state as it now 
is should institute methods of co-operation, and loan money and 
give lands for that purpose. He is opposed to what he calls" the 
invisible brigandage," where the strong. shrewd mind overcomes 
by superior mentality the lesser gifted. He claims that this 
mental brigandage is as bad as the same reckless use of physical 
force to gain advantage; and I think that in the finer civilization 
of the race ·the idea of Judge Collins will be paramount. To 
use the strong mind without conscience will be considered as bad 
as to use the strong arm without conscience. 

Judge Collins is a Spiritualist, and fifty-two years ago, before 
the Fox sisters were at all known, had am pIe evidence to his own 
mind of what he calls the spirit world. I do not accept the 
theory but the facts are nevertheless remarkable. 

I t~~k occasion in my address to emphasize the anti-theologi
cal work and its absolute necessity to the advance of all reform. 
That no method of reform can be successful without intelligent 
men and· women to carry it out, and the highest intelligence is 
impossible without the rejection of theology. An ex-priest who 
has had some rough experiences in the church of Rome, and 
since in his battles with its adherents, Mr. Houbert, also spoke 
burning words for liberty. He is a radical Spiritualist. Judge 
Swift then entertained the audience with bright, witty, and 
earnest remarks. The judge is also a Spiritualist, but he has a 
mighty deal of common sense mixed with his mystical faith, and 
he made a rattling good plea for reform and downright work for 
humanity. Mr. Johnson took up the cudgels for the church. He 
seemed to feel sorry that he had left it, and evidently felt like a 
lost sheep. He was not satisfied with Spiritualism except as it 
was tacked on to Christianity. Mr. Johnston is what I call an 
orthodox Spiritualist. He wants the new wine in the old musty 
bottles. He had better take a few lessons of the reformer Jesus, 
not oCthe HChrist Jesus." There is a world-wide difference be
tween the two. Dr. Mead closed the discussion with an an
nouncement of his clear-cut Infidel views. " It is time," he said, 
"to declare that orthodox Christianity is a fraud and in the way 
of progress~" This was received with applause. 

The Spiritualists are good Freethinkers,· and as we differ in re
gard to the quantity of life, and not the quality, there is no pro
found discord. We have the same ideas of virtue, justice, hu
manity, and these ideas don't change in the hereafter. The man 
who lives forever cannot be different morally from one who 
lives for a day. The length of being does not change the nature 
of well being:, Therefore so long as we are in the body, we can 
shake hands with the Spiritualist, and go ahead, and if death is a 
door we won't stop going ahead when we get there. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

WASHBVRN'S "Cosmian Hymn-Book" is advertised in this issue. 
Orders should be sent to the author. 

MISSION WORK IN CHINA. 

There are, says the North China News, no less than forty
Protestant bodies competing for converts in the Chinese empire, 
and not long since) in Hankow, one Protestant church accused 
another of stealing its converts. Dr.. Williamso:1 states the case 
thus: 

" First. To begin with, we have the church of England with her 
Thirty-nine Articles, her Prayer Book and her formularit;s, all translated, 
and she is striving and hoping to impose them'in all their entirety upon 
Chma. Again, we have the Presbyteri.ll:ns with the Westminster Con
fession, their longer and shorter catechisms, their system of church 
gover~ment also translated, equally ze2110us and sanguine in their en
deavor to lead the Chinese to adopt their system. Further, we have the· 
Methodists with their elaborate organizations, the COllgregatiunaIists 
with their form of government, the Baptists with the'irs, the Lutheran 
church seeking to produce in China a fa~-simile of itself, nothfng less or 
more, the American Episcopal church with a like aim. And so with
other denominations. What a spectacle to thoughtful Chinamen! And 
there are many such. No wonder they say to us: 'Agree among your
selves, and then we may listen to yori.' 

" But this is not the worst of our divisions. ~ We have three branches 
of the Episcopal church, eight different sects of Presbyterians, six sets of 
Methodists, two Congregationalists, two Baptists, besides several other 
minor bodies, all acting independently of each other, and in addition to 
all we have the Inland Mission, many of whose members belong to our, 
own denomination, but the bulk of whom disclaim creeds and systems; 
and unless the leaders of that mission receive special guidance from God 
it will become neither more nor less than another s~ct." 

The News comments: "But to come to details. We need 
not reGapitulate the forty various missions, from the oldest in 
China, the London Missionary Society, which dates from 1807, 
to the latest, the Church of England Zenana Mission Society, 
which only appeared on the scene last year. It must seem strange 
to a Chinaman who takes the trouble to inquire at all to know 
that while thirty-nine missions tell him that Sunday is the Lord's 
day there is one, the Seventh Day Baptist, founded for the ex
press purpose of promoting the observance of Saturday. What 
is an inquirer to ao too, if he proposes to judge by results? For 
we cannot expec(him to be able to dissect creeds and formu
laries, and of course each missionary will tell him that his own 
is the desirable church. He will find the largest society. 

"And another disheartening point is that the work done does 
not increase with the number of workers. Even if the number 
of missionaries did not increase at all from year to year their 
converts ought to, for every year the shepherds ought to know 
their work better, and the sheep that. they gather· into the fold 
ought to remain in it and attract other~ to it. But the proportion 
of sheep to shepherds decreases with the increase in the latter. 
In December, 1887, there were I03q. foreign missionaries with 
32,260 communicants, or an averag~" of 31.3 communicants a 
head; while in December, 1888, there were II23 foreign mis
sionaries, with 34,555 communicants, or an average of some
thing under 30.8 ahead; and it is probable that the returns are 
more complete in the latter year. The schools have nearly kept 
pace with the increase of missionaries, for there were nearly 13.3 
scholars to each missionary in December, 1887, and nearly 13.2 

in December, 1888." 
This shows indeed a remarkable state of affairs-the more 

missionaries, the fewer converts. To ,these figures let us append 
the admission of the New York Observer (Presbyterian), and 
submit the case to the Christian world without comment. Th,e· 
Observer says: . "We are compelled to be~ieve by the stern ar
ray of facts and figures that at the end of this boasted century of 
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missions, while not three million, nominal and real, have been 
won to Christianity, in pagandom, heathen and Mohammedan, 
are 200,000,000 more than there were at the beginning of the 
century. Thus the votaries of these faiths increase seventy times 
faster than the followers of Christ. The church is outstripped .on 
its own methods. They evince in these modern days a prop
agandism and aggressiveness far superior. The necessity in the 
foreign field cannot be overtaken on the present line of church 
work." 	 . 

IMPORTANT TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

We send out this week intimations to those whose subscription 
to FREETHOUGHT has expired, and ask that recipients give the 
matter their immediate attention. 
- To those who want the paper continued, but are not at present 

prepared to remit, we will send it for a while 011 credit if they 
will communicate with us setting forth the state of affairs. 

Subscribers who intend to renew, and can renew at once as 
well as later on, are kindly solicited to do so. 

Those who do not intend to renew should notify their post
master to that effect, and cease taking the paper from the post
office or carrier. There is a law under which pay for a paper 
may be collected for the time it is received by the subscriber. 
We do not believe, in a law of that kind, ~nd shall not take ad
vantage of it. The man who does not intend to pay for his 
paper, but continues to· receive it, is not an acquisition to the 
cause worth having." He should stop the paper at once, and 
cease his professions of Liberalism and honesty. When notified 
of his delinquency he no longer has an excuse for allowing it to 
continue. 

In a reasonable length of time after this notice, we shall be 
obliged to remove from our list the names of those who fail to 
remit or to communicate with us.

We ask each subscriber to do what he considers right in this 
matter. 

BLIND AND VICIOUS LEADERS. 

The" Knights of Lab~r," a paper published at Chicago, is, we 
presume, a representative organ of the body of workingmen from 
which it derives its name. As such its utterances are to be taken 
as in a measure official. Otherwise no self-respecting Freethinker 
would pay the slightest attention to what the" Knights of Labor" 
has to say about the American Secular Union and the Blair 
Sunday bill. We quote from the" Knights of Labor" of Febru
ary 9. Speaking of the mem bers of the American Secular Union 
it says: 

I. "They delight in calling themselves Freethinkers and claim to be 
organized for the purpose of propagating the principles of free thought. 
As if there was any restraint upon free thought, or that people were pre
vented from thinking as they please or even expressing their thoughts so 
long as they do it with a proper regard for their neighbors. . 

2 ... In order to incite the opposition of that class of small fry and 
narrow intellects who go into spasm~ at the m~ntion of the name of 
the despised Nazarene the members of this so-called free thought brigade 
'substitute the' Lord's Day' wherever Sunday is mentioned in the bill. 

3. "To mystify the workingman they say the bill provides that the 
employer need ,not pay for work done on Sunday. 

4. "These so-caned free thinkers are terribly afraid if the Blair bill 
is passed it will compel them to read the Bible. The bill won't have 
any such effect, but what if it did? Are their intellects so terribly weak 
that they are afraid they will become unbalanced if they are compelled 
to read of the struggles of humanity in its attempt to attain the infinite? 
These individuals who sleep with a copy' of the • Police News' or the 
•Days Doing!>' under their pillow are afraid their morals will become 

corrupted by reading the poetry of Solomon's songs. Will the story of 
Jesus, whose broad humanity, magnificent individuality, and heroic self
sacrifice has no parallel in the history of worlds, damage the intellect of 
these free thinkers if they should be compelled to read it? 
... 5. "NIr.Blair's bill is for the purpose of giving a. day of rest, recreation, 
and proper enjoyment of one day in seven to fifteen or twenty millions of 
overburdened and overworked people, for the hewers of wood and the 
drawers of water. A careful study of its provisions will convince any 
one ,with as much brains as a chippy that it will not interfere with any
body's' personal rights.'. ~t 

The foregoing comprises about half of the article in question, 
and it is the less, abusive half. Blackguardism and idiotic mis
representation can reach a depth where reply can not be made 
except in kind. and it is not our purpose to touch that level. We 
have numbered the statements of the" Knights of Labor" for 
convenience in replying. 

I. It is claimed that the members of the American Secular 
Union delight in calling themselves Freethinkers, "as if there was 
any restraint upon free thought." Supposing there is no restraint 
upon free thought, is that any reason why' people should -not be 
Freethinkers? There is no law forbidding a person to be a 
Knight of Labor, yet many delight to call themselves such. The 
Knights of Labor are in favor of resting upon Sunday, yet there 
is no law compelling them to work. 

2. The American Secular Union does not substitute the" Lord's 
day" wherever Sunday is mentioned in the Blair bill. The Blair 
bill itself is entitled "A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment 
of the Lord's Day commonly known as Sunday, as a day of rest, 
and to protect its observance as a day of religious worship." The 
protest circulated by the Secular Union is against "any bill in 
regard to the observance of the Sabbath, or Lord's day.," The 
briefquotations, without comment, prove either that the editor of 
the" Knights of Labor" has not read the Blair bill, or that he is 
a deliberate liar. 

3. Section 5 of the Blair bill performs the same service for the 
editor as the previous quotations. The section reads, "That it 

. shall 	 be unlawful to payor to receive payment or wages in any 
manner for service rendered, or for labor performed, or for the 
transportation of persons or of property in violation of the pro .. 
visions of this act, nor shall any action lie for the recovery thereof, 
and when so paid, whether in advance or otherwise, the same 
may be recovered back by whoever shall first sue for the same." 
If this does not" provide that the employer need not pay for work 
done on Sunday," what does it mean? 

4. The Freethinkers have no such fear as regards the Blair 
Sunday bill. The editor has confounded this bill with the Edu .. 
cational Amendment bill. "But what if it did" compel them to 
read the Bible? W ell, it would be a legal outrage-that is all. 
Between the Bible and the Police Gazette or the" Knights of 
Labor" every citizen must be protected in the right to choose 
for himself. If he likes the Gazette best it is nobody'~ business 
but his own, and need not, indeed, excite much surprise. These 
Freethinkers know as much about Christ as their critic, and we 
leave it to any candid judge to say whose intellect has suffered 
most damage from that or other source. 

5. There is a bald untruth in the statement that the Blair bill 
is to give anyone recreation. "Recreation" is expressly mentioned 
in the bill and prohibited. The words are, "nor shall any person 
engage in any play, game, amusement, or recreation." True, the 
qualifying words, "to the disturbance of others," are aqded, but 
they might as well have been left off, as there are now laws regu* 
lating public disturbances every day in the week. 

The object of the Blair bill is, as its title distinctly states, to 
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make Sunday a day of. religious ob~ervance. Workingmen will 
have· the ' same chance to rest then as now; no more and, no less; 
but on the other hand they will be deprived of the liberty to work 
on' Sunday if they wish to. They will ga'in nothing, but they 
,,:,ill lose their liberty. Like the dog in the fable, they will wear 
the marks of the collar, but, unlike the dog~ they will get neither 
food nor care in return. 

The case has been stated over and over again, but how long 
will it.take'to make the dupes of the priests and demagogues 
unaerstand that without 3,.ny Sunday: law they are at liberty to 
work or rest as they choose, and the governmen't protects them in 
doing either? To force a man to workon Sunday is tryanny, 
and to force him to rest is equal tyranny. Let him alone! 

We have expressed surprise that the Knights of Labor should 
indorse this Blair Sunday bill, but if their leaders are all as wood: 
en-headed and as maliciously dishonest as the editor whose state
~ents we have shown to be falsehoods, there is no longer cause 
for astonishment. When the blind lead' the blind both may be' 
expected to wallow in the same gutter. 

THE, GOOD WORK SHOULD GO ON. 

The large meetings of San' Francisco Liberals. the snccessfu'l 
Convention, and the organization of a Ca1ifornia State Liberal 
Un'ion, with prildica:Ily'one thousand members, have drawn the 
attention of Liberals everywhere to this coast. Rejoicings and 
congratulations reach tis from all directions. 
'With the eyes of the whoJe country ;upon liS, therefore, it be

hooves us to do something. It is one thing to organize; and 
an:othe~ thing'to proinote the objects of the organiiation; one 
thing'to pass resolutions, and another thing to keep them. 
The fifth resolution passed at the Convention is as follows: 

"Ruolv~d, That the Liberals of California be solicited to contribute a 
fund of one thousand dollars ($1,000), or more, to be 'used during the 
coming year for legislative work, for the distribution of. documents bear
ing on· the Demands of Liberalism, and for the support of public meetings 
in. the interest of the same general' objects at important points/' 

Upon the carrying out of this resolution depends at least the 
beginning of a movement to practicaliie all the others. During 
the present year the president of the California Liberal Union 
will make a lecture tour throughout the state. Going upon his 
own responsibility he can touch only at places where traveling 
expenses are assured; other points; where the field has not been 
opened, must necessarily be passed. If, however, the Liberals 
of California should decide to have the state thoroughly canvassed, 
and that the present is· the best time for the work, a portion of 
the thousand dollars might be devoted to that purpose. Distances 
in a state like California, covering an area ,seven hundred miles 
long and two hundred wide, are necessarily great, and traveling 
expenses are a large item . With these expenses assured by a 
state fund, lectures could be given in every county. 

,In collecting the fund of one thousand dollars there should be 
no delay and little outlay of money. The Liberals understand 
that it is to be raised if possible, and they should not wait to be 
personally solicited, or put the organization to the labor and cost 
of addressing each one separately by mail. Another thing, the 
fund is to be used, according to the resolution, during the coming 
year. .It should therefore be raised at once. As a method for 
this end, we suggest that the representative' Liberals in every 
lo<~a]ity 'procure from the secretary the blank form (mentioned 
elsewhere under the. heading of "Membership in· the California 
Liberal. Union"), procure signatures, -and solicit contributions. 

The fund might be rais.ed in thi~ way v,·i!hout anybody paying, 
more tha~ one doll,ar. 

'As before remarked, we have ano~ganization and an object: 
If the object is ~o be attained the' organization must be enlarged 
and supported and inv~sted with life. Every member ought 10 
give it something, if no more than, a nIckel. If 'he can't give 
that, he can at least talk about it to his neighbor~' 

PROPITABLE CHURCH PROPERTY. 

The Protestant Episcopal,church of St. Thomas, i,n New York, 
is one of, the wealthiest corporations 6f that city, and every pe\v 
is owned by so'me rich person. No strangers are admitted, and 
such as find their way there by mistake are ordered out. . That is 
the way the- matter is explained by one of the managers in an 
interView with a Sun reporter. It seems to entirely do away with 
the plea that churches are for the public' good, upon which' 
plea they are exempt-from taxation in New York .. 

The most remarkable disclosure made in the interview,' how
ever, is that' many of the pews in SL Thomas's church are the 
property of certain persons and their heirs in perpetuity. These 
are leased-to other persons ' for a' certain sum per year, and peo
ple who never attend the church get from $12,000 to $15,000 

annually' for the rent of their pews. The thing has been going 
on for over thirty years, and nobody'c()uld complain except for the 
fraud by \vhich· this valuable' property is exempt from pU9lic 
burdens. The wealthy people have a riglit to their club-house, 
bufitis meaner than smuggling· for them to dodge their taxes 
on the ground that the' club is a religious one.' 

THE LECTURE TOUR IN CALIPORNIA. 

it is n~t possible at pres'ent to ~~ke out a definite list of ap:" 
pointments, but the following is about the route and" dates" for 
Mr. Putna~'s'lectu·res. Friends will please note, and those who 
desire his services write at their earliest possible convenience: 
Feb. 24, Sacramento: Feb. 26, 27, 28, Auburn. 
March 2,3, Livermore. March 5, 6, 7, Grass Valley. 
March 10 to:17, Sacnim:e~to and'vicinity. M~rch 24, Pomon~, Los' An

geles,' and vicinity. March 31 to April 14, San Diego, National 
City, San Pasqual, San Jacinto, and vicinity. 

April 21, Anaheim and vicinity. April 28, Oleander and vicinity. 

May 5 to 12, R~ymond, Grub .Gulch, Fresno Flats, ~nd vicinity. May 


19 to June 2, San .Francisco, Calistoga, New Sanel, Bautder Creek,. 
San Jose, and vicinity. ' , 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CALIPORNIA ,LIBERAL UNION., 

, The. secretary is Jlrepa~ed to send out, to all parts of the state, 
forms for the signatures of those wish.ing to become members' of 
the California State Liberal Union.' It is a blank sheet with 
Preambleand Constitution printed at the top, and anyone may 
become a member' by signing, it. About one thousand signed 
the Call for the Convention, and the same signatures should be 
obtained to the Constitution. Address' Emil S .. Lemme ..::>ffice' of 
FREETHOUGHT, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco. Inclo~e 4 cents. 
in stamps when practicable. 

SHALL THERE BE A LOCAL UNIO;N? 

A series of meetings' preliminary to the formation of a local 
Se.cular" Union will be' inaugurated .o~: Sunday 'afternoon at 3 
o'cl(~c~, March 3, in St. Georg~'s Hall, 909! .Market street, San 
Francisco," Prof. Herbert Miller will de.liver a discourse.on the 
"Old and New." 

http:discourse.on
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AT SACR~MENTO. 

S. P. Putnam speaks at Pioneer Hall, Sacramento, next Sun
day night, the 24th. The lecture will be a review of the Rev. 
Sam. Jones. 

_THE death of ~rs~ A~y;Post, of Rochester, N.Y., calls one of 
the good _old mothers i~ Isra~l to he~ final rest or reward. She 
has earned both. S~y~ N_ew Th~~ght: "Sh~had been a life-iong 
'ref~rmer, begi~ning as an -a~ol.itionist and an ~nderground rail
road station keeper. She kept in her house, for more than' a 
~ozeri years, an average oJ o~~hundred and fifty runaway slaves 
each year. She boaste~ to ~er l~t that ~he never turned a tramp 
or any other person hungry from. her door. Her house was a 
~-endezvous for reformers of e~ery school. She was an abolitionist; 
and we believe wa~ turned out 'of the orthodox Quaker church 

peca.use of her abolitionprinciple~;she was a woman suffragist; 
she belonged to the American Peace Society ~nd was a Spiritual-
ist.through and through. T,he last time we saw Amy Post was 
at the Bennett reception in N ew York, at the time D. M. Bennett 
was r~leased from the Aib~ny Penitentiary, where he had been 
'unjustly sentenced .. _She 'the~ spoke a few eloquent and tru~hful 
words.". Mrs. Post was ~ighty-~ix years of age. 

" IF I could only know that the Christian religion is true, how glad I 
would be," says many a soul who is struggling in the quagmire of sin 
and unbelief. - But we may-know this. Jesus gives an infallible, yet sim
'pIe test, which all may put to the proof. It is this: "My doctrine is not 
.mine, bat his that sent :me. If any ma~ will do his will, he shall know 
~f the doctrine, whether it be of .God, ony-hether I speak of mys.!lf. "
Signs of the Times. - . 

- Our Adventist contemporary's test is not so simple as it looks. 
9n the 'contrary, it is vague- and iIidefinite. The simplest and 
most straightforward test given in the Bible is found in Mark 
xyi, 17-18: "And these signs shall follow them that believe: In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tohgues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover." Try this experiment, poor doubting 
sinner. If you succeed you may be certain you have. struck the 
combination. 

WE acknowledge the receipt of a photograph of the -Bailey 
monument at Mt. .olivet Ce~etery, Nashville, -renn. This mon
ument marks the last resting-place of "William Shreeve Bailey, 
tborn February 10,1806; died February 20, 1886, aged 80 years 
and 10 d~ys. One of the bravest pioneers of abolitionism for 
chattel slavery~ and of Freethought for mental slavery .. Though 
often outmgedand martyred for his principles, he was never 
conquered, suppressed~ nor discouraged. He rests in the peace 
and honor so nobly won." Mr. Bailey was, in his later years, 
edit<?r of a little Freethought paper, published in Nashville, called 
the "Liberal." The stone which thus briefly tells the story of his 
life has been erected by '~his Hellenic friend, Photius Fisk." It 
is well that the memory of these old heroes should be perpetu
ated in the land they have helped to make fre~. 

WE have three Httle leaflets that will do good by circulation. 
They are: I."Nameless," a poem by Voltairine de Cleyre; 2. 
"Two Creeds," the Catholic and the Cathartic,· the latter creed 
being an amusing parody on the former; 3. "The' Theft of 
Girard College," setting forth ,briefly the provisions of qirard's 
will touching 's.ectari~n 'teaching,' and showing, how those pro
visions have been ,violated. Any of these leaflets, 10 cents per 
dozen; So cents per hundred. 

THE Rev. Dr. Sprecher, formerly of San Francisco, woke up 
the ministers of Cleveland, Ohio, the other day by giving the~ 
~ sharp talk on evolution. '. "T~e attit~de of the clergy," he ;aid, 
"was antagonistic to the resul!s of scientific research, particularly 
in regard to the theory of evolution now commonly accepted; an~ 
in arraying itself against what are considered established scier{tiflc 
results the church loses its hold upon a large proportio.n of all 
the .people." This was given to the clergy at a. ministers' ~eet
ing, and an effort was made t<? choke off the speaker, ~ut'he 

. held his own and came oUt with flying colors. . 
. :,. 

_ IT is becoming quite the popular thing nowadays for Liberals 
to wear the Wettstein Fr~ethought Badge-pin. Reference to oUr 
advertising columns. will give the nrious prices and styles 'of this 
attractive ornament, any of which may be ordered' from this 
office. 

THE Rev. Num Sa~g, a Chinese Methodist minister of Sa~ Jose, 
is in trouble for running a fan-tan game on his premises. There 
is much regret in Chinese religious circles: _ 

THE Agnostic Journal, London, is republishing "Roman Rule 
and Ruin" from the columns of FREETHOUGHT. 

THB GLORY OP INPIDELITY. 

In the realms of truth, of morality, and of art we shall find that 
Infidelity has been a most noble power. 
. M3.ny a new truth has been discovered by the inquiring spirit 
of Infidelity, truth which could have been discovered only by'di~ 
puting the established belief~ That which IS cannot always ·be a 
basis of that which is TO BE. One must oftentimes be 'unfaithful 
to the past in order to be faithful to the future, as in:' the old 
Hindoo mythology, there must be the destroyer as well as' the 
creator and, redeemer, and the first is as divine as the last;' a's 
beautiful and as godlike. Infidelity has been but another form 
of fidelity, not to the actually attained but to the infinitely possible. 
All great reformers have been Infidels. No man has made this 
world better without, in the eyes of some, making it worse. He 
has had to be disreputable; .to be the dregs and offscourings;to 
go to the bottom of things, in order to lift them up. .One' can
not revolutionize society from the top; there is where the 
conservative floats in assured triumph. The upheaval must come 
from the roots~ The true prophet is ~ot a fashionable preacher. 
He must plunge into the wilderness and flout the holy of holies 
in the well-built temple, beneath the golden roof. But ·the 
wilderness becomes the seat of a new temple and a more glorious 
empire. How often the Infidel builds better than even he him
self knows! What unexpected truths are revealed by his searching 
spirit! What undreamed of progress made! The Buddhas and 
the ehrists of human history, wha.t builders they were out of 
their mighty unbelief! How valiantly they fought and destroyed 
the ancient gods and put new ones in their place, to be in their 
turn destroyed by nobler Infidels still; but the gods they made 
'were an improvement on the'old gods, they were wiser and gen
tler, they demanded less blood and sacrifice. 
. Every new thought has had to win its way against custom. It 
has had to go naked and have 110 place to lay its head. It has 
been born in a mange~ and traveled to the cross. Every new 
thought has bee~ a tragedy. Only the Infidel would receive it, and 
give it room to grow. Many a forlorn band of unbelievers has 
held the world's best hope. Miserable outcasts, they have borne 
the ark of- man's coming glory. Curses are heaped upon him who 
brings the rough gold of the future's wealth.- He is pelted with 
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mud; yet the gold is made into shining temples. Infidelity has 
ever been the door to progress; it may grate harsh thunder, but 
that thunder swells into the music of man's noble'st growth.' The 
Infidel may be a beggar, but he wears the crown of all the 
ages to come. He may be an outcast, but he carries the infinite 
treasury of the new .. 'He may die in poverty, but he leaves be
hind i~ the invisible air' the riches of his dauntless spirit. He 
may be tossed about, like a shell upon the- sea-shore, by careless 
hands and feet, but, like that shell, he bears within his bosom the 
music of the endless sea of time. Not only does ~e keep the 
world's brain on fire by his constant questionings, but -he turns 
that fire into new and beautiful shapes by which humanity is 
guided into vaster realms. His skepticism has been the beginning 
of philosophy and hung its fresh and' golden fruit over the 
sepulchres of the past. The face of Infidelity has ever been set 
towards the dawn; it has never turned to the midnight and sought 
consolation there, like faith. Ie has not yearned for the setting 
sun of yester eve however beautiful; it has not dreamed of a 
golden age in the dim past; it has not looked back to Eden; it 
has ever looked to the front; it has pressed on amidst darkness 
and difficulty; it has borne the banner of eternal progress. It 
has climbed the hills; it has hailed the morning; it has pointed 
the first finger to new and splendid hopes. Faith has cherished 
the past, but doubt has' conquered the future. Faith has sat in 
the quiet shadow of remote achievement, but doubt, with restless 
foot, has leaped to perilous victory. Faith dreams, but doubt 
acts; faith broods, but doubt discovers; faith prays, but doubt 
b~ilds. It rolls back the a1).cie~t heaven; it constructs the infinite 
world of Copernicus, templed with constellations and torched by 

countless suns. . 
Such is the work of Infidelity is the realm, of truth. Behold, 

also its achievements in the field of man's moral endeavor. It 
is g~nerally thought that even if Infidelity enlightens the head it 
does so at the expense of conduct, and is liable to create a moral 
interregnum, if no worse. Infidelity is looked upon by many as a 
sort of knowledge that overturns the foundations of society and 
lets the devil of human, passion go free. It is admitted that In
fidels are wise, but it is denied that they are good. Infidels are 
supposed to be Lucifers-light-bearers-who are above obeying 
the commandments. They give up the customary and the fixed, 
and being free in mind are loose in character. But I affirm 
that Infidelity has ever been a moral as well as intellectual pro

test. 
It has been for the conscience as well as for the brain. I 

affirm that all along the path of progress man's moral nature has 
been the greatest of Infidels, it has been the most sturdy in its 
unbelief. There has been denial, not simply for mental liberty 
but for moral advancement. Of course Infidels have been called 
sinners, and have borne the label because their opponents have 
been in the majority atid could call names and make a dictionary 
to suit themselves, but they, the Infidels, have been sinners after 
the fashion of Emerson. Some body said he was going to hell. 
"Don't whisper it then," said Father Taylor, "for if you do, 
you will turn the tide of emigration that way." Infidels have 
ever been the best of company. They are always good neigh
bors and ready to lend a hand. As' a general thing one had 
rather tru~t an Infidel than a church member. The former will 
pay without a note-from a sense of honor-but the Jatter not 
always. When the latter thinks that only God is a witness he 
will cheat like the devil. It does seem to help a man's man
hood to deny deity, the less he depends on him the mQre he 

depends on himself. When he loses faith in divinity then he has 
a greater faith in humanity. 

Now it is preached, even ,by some Freethinkers, that ele 
orthodox is moral. He may -be dull, but he is admitted to 
be pious. Therefore, some Freethinkers support the church, 
because it's a good institution, it keeps people straight. Intel
lectually ~hey deny, but practically they co~form. They support 
the minister because they think that he sets a good examp~e. 
He wears a white necktie, and therefore his character is stain~es5. 
He is a guide-post and it pays to keep him whitewashed a.nd in 
good order. I consider this shallow spectacular morality of 
mighty little value. No matter how nice it looks 'upon the out
side, it is too often a ~vhited sepulchre full of d~ad men's bones. 
Infidelity, however rough its appearance, carries within its breast 
the jewel of a finer morality. It is the nurse of a better livinS-. 
It has been the e~ernal baptism and regeneration of the race to 
higher, grander modes of conduct. 

There are two ways of considering morality, one as a system 
of rules and regulations, the other as an ever-growing life. 

The one is the mere shell or'morality, eyer breaking and ever 
forming; while the other i~ the very soul of m(>rality. 

Now the orthodox is the one who is devoted to the mere 
shell. He obeys certain rules and regulations. Duty, to him, is 
like the counting of so many b~ads. It is a formula and a task; 
it is a ceremony and a routine. The orthodox does what is 
right, like a horse in a treadmill. It is the same everlas:ing 
round. There's nothing new. It's the same liturgy from day 
to day; like the old deacon's prayer-the same each morriing, 
of interminable length, beginning with the creation of the world 
and ending with the judgment scen~ One of his little boys, 
after listening, a hot summer's day, about half an hour, became 
tired and was anxious for the close and _asked his brother, near 
by, if" father wasn't most through." "Oh, no," was the reply, " he 
hasn't got to the Jews yet." Orthodox morality is very much 
like this prayer, it is a lingo of the past. According to the or
thodox, the highest duty of a man is to set an exam pIe. He 
must always be on dress parade. He musts~udy his good looks, 
he must be careful of appearances, and think of what people 
wiII Say. 

. (To lu Continu~d.) 

HISTORY or THE WEEK. 

A large procession of unemployed workingmen paraded the 
streets of Los Angeles on Sunday.--News from Samoa is 
chiefly of the manufa~lured sort. .There are but slight indica
tions of war over Samoan affairs.--San Francisco has a new 
revivalist in the person of the Rev. A. J. Bell, who has been 
doing evangelical work in the state for some time. He lacks 
the clap-trap style necessary to great success in his line of busi
ness.--Judge O'Connor, of San Jose, has donated $50,coo to 
the Catholic University at Washington.--Adolph Sutro closed 
the gat~s of his park at the Cliff House last Sunday, and placed 
the ladles of. the Pioneer Kindergarten Association in charge. 
with the right to ask an admission fee of 50 cents for adults and 
25 cents for children. There were some two thousand visitors. 
--The Rev. J. D: Flenner, late pastor of the .Methodist Epis
copal c~urch ~t BOIse, I. T., who was found gUIlty by the Boise 
MethodIst EpIscopal conference of falsehood, misappropriation 
o~ church funds, and improper intimacy with two lady members 
hiS ~hurch, one of whom was a married woman, has appealed to 
a hl?"h.er tribunal. This b?~y, called the "Trier of Appeals," 
consIstmg of twenty-one mmIsters from three neighborinO" con
ferences and presided over by Bishop Warren, of Denver~ Col., 
has been in session at Portland, Or., and sustained the action of 
the ldaho c;:onference and deposed Mr. Flenner from the'minis
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try. He has· always been considered a good minister, but ap
pears to have been utterly incapable of understanding what the 
rights of others were in regard to money or anything else.-- . 
The city council of Tacoma, \V. T., has raised the liquor license 
to $ I ,ooo.--There appears to be need of an investigat,ion of 
the prison management at San Quentin. Very damaging facts 
a3'ainst Warden McComb have gained publicity.-The legisla
ture of California will send counsel to Washington to defend the 
Scott Exclusion act before the Supreme Court.-A fund is to be 
raised for the purpose of erecting a monument to Robert Burns 
in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 

Preacher John Elsmer, of Elizabeth, W. Va., went home drunk 
on the 15th inst., killed his ,vife with a heavy poker, and then 
brained his two daughters arid the hired girl.--A Catholic 
pilgrimage to Rome and Jerusalem starts from Jersey City, N. 
J~, February 2I.--A girl ran a bicycle 624 miles in six days at . 
the contest in New York last week.--A thousand Catholics 
held an indignation meeting at Cleveland, Ohio, last Sunday and 
denounced the action of the Harverhill, Mass., public school au
thorities who have interfered with the rights of Catholics in the 
matter of education.--The Salvation Army were rotten-egged, 
and otherwise shamefully ill-treated at Helena, Mont, last week. 
--Two Scandinavian sisters who were going to Salt Lake to 
marry the Mormon elder who converted them left him at Chey
enne, \Vyo., on Sunday, and he was thrashed. by their brother. 
--It is reported that many wealthy women are joining the Sal
vation Army in New York.--The Mormons were defeated in 
the recent election in Ogden, Utah, and the city passes under 
gentile rule.--Orders have b~en issued on the Pennsylvania 
railroad that no freight except perishables shall run out on Sun
day. 

Ernst Nf;chen, the German geologist, died at Berlin, Feb
ruary 16, aged 88.--Dispatches from Central America re
port a violent earthquake in Costa Rica, with the destruction of 
the city of San Jose, and the loss of 200 lives. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There are many America!!.. citizens who believe in what they 
call a "strong foreign policy." They want the flag "respected," 
and if a foreigner' puts a bullet through the mainsail of some old 
scow whose owner hails from the United States, they are in favor 
of declaring war immediately with the nation under whose flag 
the said foreigner is sailing at the time, and unless such a step is 
taken they begin at once to abuse the administration. These citi
zens are patriots. They stand upon the shore with a chip on 
their shoulder, looking out to sea and waiting for a shot from 
some foreign man-of-war to knock the chip off. Such spare 
funds as they have to devote to the cause of freedom they send 
to Ireland to promote the cause of ho~e rule. Meanwhile, the 
native of Ireland slips ashore at Castle Garden, selects the office. 
best suited to his choice, and immediately begins to conduct the 
affairs of the country. He :naugurates his career by getting ap
pointed to the "force," and in the city of San Francisco he distin
guishes himself by suppressing the sale of a paper that opposes 
the alien religion which he brings with him. During this time 
the patriot's eyes are cast seaward, and his brow is wrinkled with 
regret that we have not a stronger foreign policy. It seems to 
me that what is more necessary just now is a vigorous domestic 
policy that will protect the rights of citizens at home as well as 
abroad. 

Uncle Samos Parsons, from San J03e, came in to see us one 
day last week. He said he had called to blow us aU up. There 
must be a reform in the get-up and editorial policy of FREE
THOUGHT, or he would knock the props out from in under the 
office, and drop the whole business into the cellar. First, the 
paper should be printed in bigger type so he could read it. He 
was eighty-five years old day before yesterday, and his eyes had 
begun to fail him. Second, the pressman should be instructed 
to use more ink. and jam it on harder. Third, there must be a 
black line between the columns, so he would not read clear 
acrossthe page. Fourth, print clear to the edge of the paper, 
and don't waste so much space in margins. . Fifth, get cheaper 

paper. It was a waste of good material to print such slush as 
Putnam and I wrote on forty-eight pound stock. Sixth, and 
most decidedly, stop grumbling and finding fault with your 
friends. If anything doesn't suit you, let it pass. Direct your 
criticisms toward the enemy. 

I have not received somuch good advice before since I en
tered journalism, and it is not the less gratefully accepted because 
I see no way to act upon it. -Mr. Parsons is one of the grand 
old veterans in the cause. He carries the accumulated burdens 
of eighty-five years with as light a step as most men of sixty. He 
enjoys an annuity, which he draws regularly and distributes, or 
"sprinkles," as he terms it, among the workers for Freethought. 
So he lives only for the cause. A thousand men like him would 
keep the flower of Liberalism in perennial bloom. 

A short time ago I made reference to my habit of performing 
upon a tin flute every morning before breakfast, with the effect 
of noticeably hastening the preparation of the morning meal; the 
receipt of the following card is my excuse for recurring to the 
subject now: 

OFFICE OF THE MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING Co., t 
l No. 129 E. 28TH STREET, NEW YORK, January 29, 1889. , 

I send by this mail a tooter that may be new to you. Try it on your 
boarding-house. It will give all hands an appetite for an early break. 
fast. Try it and send me a testimonial. Give it as a premium with your 
paper ifit works well. E. B. FOOTE, Jr. 

The article referred to as a "tooter" has arrived. It is a pink 
wooden tube, with a diaphragm in it. The inventor calls it a 
Kazoo. The performer, if he does not value his life, puts one 
end of the tube in his mouth and "hums" in it, as children do 
through a comb foldecl in paper. The sound is distressing, and 
altogether too 50lemn for this joyous world. It might be appro
priate at a Chinese funeral, except that there would be a danger 
of its waking the corpse. I have prepared a reply to Dr. Foote 
reading thus: . 

"DEAR SIR: Your favor has come to hand-and mouth. I 
have used the tooter according to your directions. The result is 
all that I expected, and even more. You may forward me one 
gross. I want them for delinquent subscribers. The people at 
the house are preparing a testimonial for you. The testimonial 
is composed mainly of dynamite, and is so arranged that when 
received by you it will explode and lift the roof off your domi
cile. I remain yours in hope." 

This is a strange city. I suppose that in proportion to its size 
it has more Roman Catholics in it than any other city in Amer
ica. It also has more Chinamen, more prostitutes, more dives, 
and more vice generally. In some blocks every house is occu
pied by fallen women, who blazon their names on their doors, 
and who loll head and shoulders out of windows, and talk with 
one another across the street. Underneath business houses the 
city is catacombed by dives, the walls of which are hung with 
obscene pictures; where obscene songs and jests are retailed from 
the stage, and where drunken men and tipsy women mingle their 
debaucheries in the thinnest shadow of concealment. Almost in 
sight of this office, near the centre of the city, is a huge assigna
tion house, the proprietor of which publishes a paper to advertise 
his business, and the paper is hawked and sold openly upon the 
streets. The police' are blinded with bribes and see none of this 
iniquity. : 

All of which I should prefer not to mention, for to name these 
things is to soil good paper; but I wish to call attention to the 
strange fact that while, with the tacit consent of the authorities, 
every abomination is permitted the freedom of the city, there is 
not freedom for the sale of this paper, FREETHOUGHT. It has but 
one salesman on the street, an old gentleman of the name of 
Ketchum, and he has been repeatedly driven from the sidewalks 
and public squares, and threatened with arrest, by the Roman 
Catholic ruffians who wear the uniform of police officers. Natu
rally he does not desire to be arrested.' Few persons do. He 
has no money to pay fines, and Mr. Putnam and myself have 
none -to invest in that way for him. I would not like to be 
arrested mvself, and Mr. Putnam thinks he would prefer his mat
tress on th~ floor of the office to the hard beds and active vermin 



--------------------

120 FREETHOU.G'HT. 

of the station house. It is a case where we have to submit. The 
old man must conceal his copies of FREETHOUGHT under his coat 
and dodge the policeman. But I am prepared to say, after due 
reflection, that I protest. . 

Listening, a few days since, to the reading of an article which 
covered a score of pages of foolscap, and which was at its close 
offered for publication in this journal; I was led to recall the way 
I once saw D. M. Bennett retaliate on a manuscript fiend. It 
was while 1\lr. Bennett was conducting his discussion with the 
Rev. G. H. Humphrey through the Truth Seeker that the man 
brought his manuscript in, and insisted upon reading it. He 
was permitted to do so, and Mr. Bennett listened patiently, though 
I do not think he remained awake during the hour required for 
its delivery. Those who knew Mr. Bennett will remem ber that 
he had a habit of dropping asleep frequently at his desk while 
writing or reading, and it was the recuperation thus gained that 
enabled him to work about eighteen hours out of twenty-four. 
When the paper was finished, the writer wanted the listener's 
opinion of its availability for his columns, but instead of replying 
Mr. Bennett took down from its pigeon-hole a bundle of "copy'" 
that would have filled a small wheelbarrow, and remarking that 
he had just written something which he thought would interest 
his visitor, began reading it aloud, pausing now and then to make 
a correction, or to insert some new thought that struck him. The 
day was Sunday, and Eighth street was quiet. At first the visitor 
leaned forward and listened with a show of eagerness, responding 
occasionally by an expression of approval; but gradually, as page 
after page was read and turned over on the growing pile, his 
attention relaxed. He took an easier position in his chair, and 
assumed an attitude of deep thought. Finally, a restful expr~ssion 
stole over his countenance, and he slum bered. Mr. Bennett read 
on and on, till, stopping to write a longer addendum than usual, 
he, too, grew drowsy. 

The sun shone warm through the window, the flies hummed, 
in the sanctum; the pencil dropped from the writer's hand, and 
reader and listener slept. The editor woke first, picked up his 
pencil, finished his addendum, and read on, unconscious· of the 
other's somnolent state. The visitor, thus aroused, glanced 
appealingly at the oblivious reader, then at me anxiously, con
sulted his watch, thrust his manuscript in his pocket, and stole 
away just as Mr. Bennett was about to yield himself once more 
to sleep. I made some remark about the patentable character 
of that method of standing-off ambitious writers, but Mr. Bennett 
did not seem to appreciate the joke. He merely observed that 
it would be a good while before that man would get anything 
published iIi the Truth Seeker. 

"THE STORY OP AN AFRICAN FARM." 

This is not exactly a novel. It is not constituted with a plot. 
It is a series of sketches and an essay. (. It has neither beginning, 
middle, nor end, like the ideal novel-like that of a Fielding
where every character and incident goes to the making of the 
denouement. It is a transcript of life, after the fashion of Homer's 
Iliad. There is no selection of material for bright effects. We 
come into the traveled road. We go along a certain way. Many 
faces and incidents appear. Then we leave the road, and the 
panorama passes. Such is "The Story of an African Farm." It 
is a book of revelations. It is not for the market. It is not a 
sermon. It is not a lecture. It is an outpouring; It is terribly 
~incere. Nothing is kept back. It is the confessions of a noble 
heart, inexpressibly sad, and inexpressibly comforting to those 
who have had a like experience. It is a book that many have 
longed to read, an absolutely earnest, deep, radical, far-reaching 
book, compared to which a book like "The Quick or the Dead" 
is mere foam on the river. It is like the sea itself, of which the 
author says: 1 

"It is not like the sky and stars that talk of what ha::; no begin
ning and no end; but it is so human; of all the things I have 
ever seen only the sea is like a human being; the sky is not, nor 
the earth. But the sea is always moving, always something deep 
in itself is stirring it. I can hear it in the day and in. the night; 
the white foam breakers are saying that which I think. I walk 

alone with them when there is no one to see me. I lie down 
and watch them with my eyes half shut. The sky is better, but 
it is so high above our heads; I love the sea." 

This is a woman's book, and the author is a woman of genius 
like De Stael, George Sand, Mary W oolstonecraft, and like Sap
pho and Hypatia. Compared to this "Robert Elsmere" "is as 
m(Jonlight unto sunlight, and as water unto wine." In" Robert 
Elsmere" the author seems to stand outside of the characters, al1d 
to dissect them with marvelous skill,-the skill of the potter, but 
not of the creator; the skill of a Bulwer, but not of a Shakespere. 
"The Story of an African Farm" is intensely personal; the he~rt 
of its aut~or quivers in its -lines, in its words, in its pictures, its 
portraitures. "Robert Elsmere" is a building-a. temple or- ex
quisite beauty. This story is a river,a sea, a stream of fire./ .. 

Yet the author can individualize and depict characters· with the 
felicity of a.Dickens. Old Otto, Bonaparte Blenkins, Gregory 
Rose, Tant' S3.nnie, Piet, Vander Walt, are exquisitely sketched. 
The painting ~s to life, with the realism of a ZJla. Every" stroke 
tells; the subtle irony and humor are infinitely amusing. 
. Waldo, the two strangers, Lyndall, are not characters, rather 
portraitures, or masks-vague, changing faces, behind which the 
authoress lurks, and, with but little effort at concealment, speaks. 
It is rather incongruous, but the effect is charming. There is 
no description, no revealing of characteristics, but a swell of pent
up thought, a bursting forth of uncompromising feeling. The 
author throws the characters aside with reckless audacity and 
takes their place with _the unique expression of her own genius. 
Like the author, we let the contradiction go; and enjoy the dis
course without any repugnance to the fate of the charactc.rs 'yho 
are thus incontinently translated into the author's self. ' 

In Lyndall the tragedy of woman's life is expressed; of the 
high, the nQble, the ;t-,piring woman, who longs for freedo.n anJ 
for purity-to be herself-independent yet affectioU3.te, SJ that 
every act is her womanhood's most holy choice. 

"Can man be free while woman is a slave?" 

Yet to strive for free'iom is infinite suffering. It is marty~dom; 
it is death. In Lyndall there is the cry. of the woman whose 
chains cut deep, who feels there is no escape, that beauty is but a 
curse, and wisdom folly. Love lies bleeding, indeed, in the heart 

, of this tortured girl. Therein is the deepest tragedy of existence 
-the tragedy of man and of woman-for when woman suff.!rs 
and is debased man suffers and is debased also. Man's love can
not be free and highest until woman's love is equally so. : ' 

The descriptive portions of this book are wrought out with the 
fidelity of a Dutch painting. Nature itself is pictured; not an 
imitation. Things are not smoothed over. The actual homeli
ness is displayed, and so the actual beauty, the light and color, 
are of the real scene-of the African farm itself. The imagina
tion is employed not to invent, but to report. The following is 
an unfolding of the gospel of Nature, of science, as compared 
with the "gospel" of theology, of the supernatural. It is one of 
the finest pieces of description' in the English language. Every 
word is a gem. It gives the key-note of the whole book: 

And now we tum to Nature. All these years we have' lived beside 
her, and we have never seen her; now we open our eyes and look at her. 

The rocks have b<!en to us a blur of brown; we bend over them and 
the disorganized masses disso,lve into a many-colored, many-sh~ped, 
carefully-arranged form of eXistence. Here masses of rainbow-tinted 
crystals, half-fused tog;!ther; there bands of smooth gray and red, meth. 
odically overlying each other. This rock hl!re is covered with a delicate 
silver tracery, l1l some mineral, resembling leaves and branches' there 
on the flat stone, on which we so often have sat to weep and pray, ~e look 
down~ and see it covered with the fossil foot-prints of great birds, and the 
beautiful skeleton of a fish. We have often tried to picture in our mind 
what the fossiled remains of creatures must be like, and all the while we 
sat on them. We have been so blinded by thinking and feeling that we 
have never seen the world. 

The flat plain has been to us a reach of monotonous red. We look at 
it, and every handful of sand starts into life. That wonderful people, 
the ants, we learn to know; see them make war and peace play and 
work,.and bUII~ their hu?,e p.alaces. And that smaller peopl~ we make 
acquamta.ncc WIth, who hve Il1 the flowers. The bitto flower has been for 
us a mere blur of yellow; we find its heart composed of a hundred perfect 
flowers, t,he home~ of the tiny black people with red stripes, who move in 
and out In that lIttle yellow city. Every bluebell has its inhabitant. 
Every day the karroo shows us a new wonder sleeping in its teeming bosom. 
On our way to work we pause and stand to see the ground-spider make 
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its trap, bury itself in the sand, and then wait for the falling-in of its ene
my. Further on walks a horned beetle, and near him starts open the 
door of a spider, who peeps out carefully, and quickly pulls it down 
again. On a karroo bush a green fly is laying her silver eggs. \Ve carry 
thi!m home and see the shells pierced, the spotted grub come out, turn to 
a green fly, and flit away. \Ve are not satisfied with what Nature shows 
us, and will see something forourselvcs. Under the white hen we put 
a dozen eggs, and break one daily, to see the white spot wax into the 
chicken. We are not excited or enthusiastic about it; but a man IS not 
to lay his throat open; he must think of something. S;) we plant seeds 
in rows on our dam wall, and pull one up daily to see how it goes with 
them. Alladeen buried her wonderful stone, and a golden palace sprung 
up at her feet. We do far more. We puta brown seed in the earth, and 
a living thing starts out-starts upward~why, no more than Alladeen 
c~n we sa.y-starts upward, and does not desist till It is higher than our 
heads, sparkling with dew in the early morning, glittering with yellow 
blossoms; shaking brown seeds with little embryo souls 011 to the ground. 
We look ·atit sol:!mnly, from the time it consists ·of two leavd peeping 
above the ground and a soft white root, till we have to raise our faces to 
look at it; ·but we find no reason for that upward starting. 

We look into dead ducks and lambs. In the evening we carry them 
home, spread newspapers on the floor, and lit: working with them till 
midnight. With a startled feeling, near akin to ecstasy, we open the 
lump of flesh called a heart, and find little doors and strings inside. We 
f.!ellhem, and put the heart away, but every now and then return to look 
and to feel them again. \Vhy we like them so we can hardly tell. 

A gander drowns itself in our dam. We take it out and open it on the 
hank, and kneel, looking at it. Above are the organs divided by delicate 
ti.;sues; b.:low are the intestines "'artistically. curved in a spiral form, and 
each tier covered by a delicate net-work of blood-vessels standing out 
r~d against the faint blue background. Each branch of the blood-vessels 
is comprised of a trunk, bifurcating and rebifurcating into the most deli 
cate hair. like threads, symmetrically arranged. We are struck with its 
singular beauty. And, moreovel-and here we drop from our kneeling 
into a sitting posture-this also we remark: of that same exact shape and 
outlIne is our thorn tree seen against the sky in mid winter: of that shape 
also IS delicate metallic tracery between our rocks; iIi that exact path 
uoes our water fl"w when without a furrow we lead it from the dam; so 
s',apLu are the antlers of the. horned beetle. How are these thingii 
lelated that such deep union should exist between them all ? Is it chance?· 
Or, are they not all the fine branches of one trunk_, whose sap flows 
through us all? That would explain it. \Ve nod over the gander's 
ii.side. . 

This thing we call existence; is it not a something which has its roots far 
dJwn bdow in the dark, and its branches stretching out into the immen
sLy above, which we among the branches cannot see? Not a chance 
jumble; a living thing, a One. The thought gives us intense satisfaction, 
we cailllol tell why. 

We nod over the gander; then start up suddenly, look into th~ blue 
.sky, throw the dead gander and the refuse into the dam, and go k> work 
ag~n. . 

And so it comes to pass, in time, that the earth ceases for us to be a 
weltering chaos. We walk in the great hall of life, looking up and 
round reverentially. Nothing is despicable-all is m-:aning-full; nothing 
is small-all is part of a whole, whose beginning and end we know not. 
The life that throbs in us is a pulsation from it; too mighty for our com
piehension, not too small. . 

And so it comes to pass at .last that whereas the sky was at first a 
small blue rag stretched out over us, and so low that our hands might 
touch it, pressing down on us, it raises itself into an immeasurable blue 
alch over our heajs, and we begin to live again. 

This is a Freethought book. It accepts no particle of theolo
gy. It stands by fact and experience. It does not try to make 
things better than they are. It is called a pessimistic book. This 
does not make it ~ny the less helpful. It is simply a brave book 
because it will not declare that all is lovely, here or hereafter; 
because it will not say all is well when to say so is a lie and a 
fraud. All is not well. But not the less nobly are we to live
not the less strenuously, not the less courageously. Always there 
is beauty, splendor, attainment for the daring soul. We need not 
be \\'retched; though God is dead, the good survives. For him who 

brain. It is not "made up;" it is the storm and whirlwind, and 

sunshine and repose, of veritable exi:itence. S. P. P. 


THE STOCKTON MEETING. 

From the Daily Independent. 

The meeting was open by President Freeman of the Liberal 
League, who said the object was to counteract the influence of 
religion in politics, the tendency of which was to abridge liberty. 
He made but few remarks, and those to the same point, closing 
by offering a preamble and resolutions which, he said, had been. 
approved by the Liberal League and the Turn Verein: 

Whereas, Liberals of all shades are jealous of any interference with 
the civil and. secular liberties of the citiz.!n by any legislation on the 
subject of religion; and, . 

\Vhereas, There is an earnest movement on foot in this state, having 
for its· purpose the securing from the state legislature now in session the 
passage of a Sunday law which, ifpassed, would seriously affect the free
dom and well-being of the citizen and the whole people, besides being 
productive of religious and political discord, and would b! th:! stepping

. stone to future legislaqon in the direction of the practical union of church 
and state; therefore, as lib~rty seems to be the most precious j .!wel of our 
political world it must, like all (,ther precious things, b;! ever watchfully 
guarded. Be it therefore· . 

Resolved, That we are unqualifiedly opposed to the passage of any 
Sunday law bill, bdieving that aU law having for its purpose the well 
being of the people should bl! made upon a strictly secular basis, like 
the laws of Nature, knowing no Sunday, no fast days, nor other holy 
days of the religious calendar. In conclusion, be it 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to our county rep
resentatives at Sacramento, requesting of them a careful consideration of 
the subject when it is brought befor~ th-!ir several legislative bodies, and 
that these resolutions be attested by the secretaries of the societies of thl! 
Turn Verein and of the Liberal League of the city of Stockton. 

W. T. Jones moved their adoption and the motion prevailed 
without opposition. 

President Freeman then introduced Schuenemann-Pott, of San 
Francisco, who spoke in German. He prefaced his speech by 
sari ,g he should confine himself to one principal point, the God: 
idea in government. The present movement was one to mobilize 
the Liberal forces in opposition to those who would impose their 

. opinions upon others by legislative acts. This idea, he said, had 
already gained too much ground even in the Federal govern
ment, which had stamped it upon the coins of the country el,'en 
down to the nickel, to· wit: "In God We Trust." He considered 
this idea in nearly all of its .bearings, in a vein of keen satire, 
with many sentences as forcible as Ingersoll's, but less abrupt, 
and awakened a great deal of applause and laughter at his sallies, 
some of which would shock the orthodox believer and might 
subject the speaker to the penalty of blasphemy if, as Ingersoll 
says, the geography had not been in his favor. He could under
stand the God idea in monarchies, where the monarch depends 
upon bayonets to maintain his divine right to rule, and where 
church and state are united. There they permitted no dogmas 
to be questioned, yet no one would accept them if they were not 
so well backed by th~ police. There it was" God with Us," and 
here it is " In God We Trust," and what was enforced yonder 
these" God-we-trust" people would enforce here if they dared. 
That it was contrary to the genius and spirit of our institutions 
did not fount with those zealots who pursued the idea. They 
would reverse even mathematical axioms and make us believe 
that three times one are but one. He sketched the many· and 
various deities from remotest mythology to the present, and 
asked, "Which god?" The God of. the Jews and the Christian 

iearns to "labor and to wait," as our author happily says, "there God he described as the bachelor God, and God "ith a family, 
will always be something worth living for \'1 hile there are shimmery and Jesus, the crown prince, and asked which of these. Then 
afternoons." -Again, "Ah, life is delicious; well to live long, and there was the Protestant God and the Catholic God. The first 
see the darkness breaking and the day coming. The day when was an autocrat, and the other had a vast cabinet to help him, 
soul shall not thrust back the soul that would come to it; when yet, the autocrat had to content himself with the assistance of a. 
men shall not be driven to seek solitude because of th9 crying few~ angels singing hallelujahs! In which of these gods do we 
out of love and sympathy. \VeIl to live long and see the new light trust? Who were included in that we? The Liberals? No, by 
breaking.". no means, and here the speaker employed a word that showed 

"The Story of an African Farm". is a companion book to how closely a remnant of the religious habit dung to him. "Be
"Robert Elsmere," because, like "Robert Elsmere," it tells \"hat wahre," he cried, an exclamation that usually appears:· "Gott 
is going on in the vast realms of to-day's thought. It is ~ book bewahre" or "God forbid." 
of history, 110t merely of imagination. It is a living part of the If we were to have a national "God we trust" or a godly trust, 
nineteenth century. It is taken out of its throbbing heart and he insisted that the chief monopolist of this trust should be duly 
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elected, or rather chosen after a sufficient competitive examina
tion a fa civil service. The phrase was a lie, hypocritical cant. 
Where did they get the authority to stamp this lie upon the coin 
of the republic? As an emblem of our faith it was no nearer 
truth than would be " Whisky we drink," or "Poker we play." 

Another view of it was the "trust" part. How did we trust 
God? We didn't loan him anything, give him a credit on our 
boaks, or deposit our money with him. Perhaps it is the coin 
that trusts. Trusts what? That it may not be clipped, sweated, 
counterfeited, or stolen, perhaps. The idea was the height of ab
surdity. This republic does not trust in God. It does not de
pend upon any god. It is grounded on the sovereignty of man; 
on the manliness of its men. A republic and' a church did not 
and could not endure or tolerate each other. The God idea is a 
monarchical idea. Thrones on earth are but the mirrored re
flections of the throne above. The republic has none of it; wants 
none of it; will tolerate none of it. 

Mr. Pott closed his speech, which was couched in the choicest 
of German, with a poetical peroration that awakened great en
thusiasm, and earned for him very hearty applause. 

From the Stockton Express. 

Mr. Putnam's lecture, being in English, was more generally 
understood, and contrary to general expectation, it was not an 
anti-religious discourse. Had a stranger been there, and not 
understood the exact state of affairs, he would have come to the 
conclusion that lVIr.Putnam was simply a dissatisfied Christian, 
who was fighting against an innovation. He did not ask for 
evidence of the Trinity. He made no war on the mother's 
prayer. He razed no sacred pile. He fagoted no man who 
dared to think different from him. But, in language that never 
once reached vociferation, he made a fervent plea to be allowed 
the privilege of thinking for himself. 'Vhile according religious 
rights and liberties to all men, he was loth to submitto guardian
ship. He was not willing that any ptrson but himself should do 
the reasoning for Samuel P. Putnam. 

In substance he said that the question is not one of belief or 
of unbelief, but interests the Christian and the Infidel alike. .. 

The only challenge made by Mr Putnam was with regard- to 
the Mosaic Sabbath being a day of worship, he claiming th:;tt the 
account as written by Moses indicates that the day was a fete 
day a celebration, something akin to the Fourth of July, a day 
o( ~ommemoration, and not a time set apart for gloom and re
pentance, and that it applied to strange gods as much as to the 
Jewish deity. . 

"The Sabbath is the rich man's day," he said, !' for the pass
ing of the Sunday law would stop the street cars, and the ex
cursion boats, and not the coaches of the aristocracy. It would 
stop the Sunday newspaper and the Sunday train, and compel the 
patrons of the latter to lie over at inconvenient points. It is the 
law for tramps, by which they may, under certain conditions, sue 
for wages that have been earned and paid to honest men." 

The lecturer created quite a burst of laughter in reading the 
petition of the W. C. T. U. to the C~1ifornia legislature. W~ile 
the import of the document was plam, the phraseology was lm
perfect, and in one flight of rhetoric the collective word "we" 
indicated that if not legally restrained, the signers-the W. C. T. 
U.-would take in the sacrament and a Spanish bull fight during 
the same day. t 

The speaker caned attention to the California State Liberal 
Union, claiming that the organization had neither creed nor un
belief, but that it was open to Spiritualist and Deist, to the Jew and to 
the Materialist. Its Nine Demands were but the demands of jus
tice, he said, and they asked for the abolition of the chaplain, an of-
fleer who received $1 a minute for a five minutes' prayer. They 
asked for the non-exemption of church property from paying 
taxes. They asked for the doing away of the judical oath, but 
not lessening the penalty attached to making false statements be
fore the courts. They asked for justice only, but justice in its 
fullest sense. 

The speaker concluded his address by the rendition of " l\'fen 
of Thought and lVIen of Action, Clear the Way." He was at home 
with his subject, and did not break when, from time to time, the 
pro-Sunday law portion of his audience would get,"up and leave 

the room. One of his finest characteristics, and a trait which the 
gentleman himself has, perhaps, never given a s~cond thought, 
is that he never yells at his audience as if they were deaf, but 
holds them by logic, keeps them clinging to his softly-spoken 
words, in wait to hear what is coming next. 

7' - ANOTHER OPINION OF HENRY- GEORGE. 

After reading the opinio:1. held by Fred. May Holland; of 
"Poverty and Henry George," for which, he says, he has been 
asked, I am impelled to ask space for an answer to the gentle
man's arguments, for which I have not been asked. To begin: 
after ascribing numerous undoubted r~sons (or rather causes) 
for the poverty which exists, the gentleman makes useof the fol
lowing words: "But there are many who are poor because they 
are idle, intemperate, or extravagant, and to tell them, as is some.; 
times done at Anti-Poverty meetings, that society is to blame for 
their sufferings, is to do both them and society harm." The 
gentleman is mistaken in supposing that the idle or· the intem
perate are ever told by the advocates of the single tax that society 
is to blame for any portion of the misfortune or misery which 
falls upon them as a necessary result of addic~ion to those vices. 
The poverty and misery which we claim as the fruits of b.ld 
and illogical social laws are the involuntary poverty and its 
attendant misery which those who are not idle, nor intemperate, 
nor extravagant, are forced to suffer in consequence of the fact 
that natural opportunities, which are the common birthright of 
all, are allowed to become the property in fee ~imple of a few, 
upon whose terms these opportunities must be used, if used at 
all. This, we claim, is the cause of involuntary poverty, and the 
only cause which compels men who are able and anxious to work 
to tramp the streets in vain search for employment which is not 
to be had, even at a price which would be insufficient to main
tain them in the county almshouse. In regard to poverty which 
results from idleness and intemperance, it may be said that while 
we are so~ry that there are so many belonging to this class, we 
recognize the fact that such vices are largely engendered by the 
difficulty of finding work, which enforces idle periods during 
which men lose ambition, and fall into intemperance, frequ~ntly 
from the discouragement arising from their knowledge of their 
friendless and helpless condition. The gentleman thinks that it 
is entirely owing to superior ability that some get more than others 
for their services, which leaves out of the question entirely the 
fact that thous;1nds who are just as capable as those who succeed 
fail to get an opportunity to prove what is in them, because op
portunities are restricted by being held out of use by those who, 
like dogs in the manger, 'YiIl not use them themselves nor allow 
others to do so, except on their terms. 

Society, the gentleman says, is like a steamer, on which the 
captain, pilot, and engineer are paid more than deck hands, be
cause they are worth more; which is not to say that the natural 
capabilities of the captain, pilot, and engineer are necessarilr 
superior to those with which the~ deck hands are endowed. If 
the deck hand had been afforded the same opportunities which 
the captain enjoyed, from the cradle up, he might have become 
commodore of a fleet. This is one of the results which ensue 
from treating land as private property. Some are born with ab
solutely no right to a foothold in the country of their birth, 
because some are allowed by the laws to hold that which is the 
common heritage of the race. This fact handicaps those who 
start with only their natural abilities, because in order to get an 
opportunity to display and render effective those gifts they must 
get some world-owner to employ them.

If taxation were assessed only on land values, the inducement 
to hold land idle for speculative purposes would be largely dimin
ished, and if that tax took for the people the entire value which 
accrues to land by the mere presence of the people, no one would 
find profit in seizing more ground than he could use. This elim
ination of speculation would open up natural opportunities which 

-are now closed, and give everybody a chance to employ himself, 
thus relieving him from the necessity of finding an employer, as 
a condition precedent to going to work. This method, when 
fully in operation, would give the laborer the full results of his 
labor, which would shortly put all but the impotent and the lazy 
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in the position to educate themselves and their children, and then 
pe:)ple would sele:t suitable occupations more frequently than 
now, bec~use it is now not so much the question what a boy is 
best fitted to do as it is of wh'lt can he get to do. He has no 
time to waste huntin3'some special occupation, for his necessities 
coml-'el him to take the first thing which offers, for fear that be
fore another chance comes he will have starved to death. 

The gentleman seems to misunderstand the 'meaning of the 
assertion that all men are born free and equal, for he appears to 
think that those who advance that proposition intend to convey 
the idea th'lt all men are born with the same stature and strength, 
and with the same amount of grey matter in the brain. Equality, 
as used in the phrase quoted, applies simply to natural rights. 
"\Ve hold these things to be self-eviden', that all men are born 
free and equal, and with the same right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness," is about the phraseology of a well-known 
document not entirely unknown to Americans. Now, how can 
one have the same right to his life, his liberty, etc., unless he has 
also the same right to that which alone i:5 capable of supporting 
life, to wit, the land? If he must make terms with some land-' 
owner pI evious to starting in the pursuit of wealth, it seems clear 
that he is living on the landholder's terms, in other words, he is 
paying some one who has no greater rig!1t to any given opportu
nity than he himself has, for the privilege of living at all. What 
kind of liberty would you call that? 

The gentleman is evidently in error als:) in regard to the object 
aimed at by Mr. George's single tax scheme, for he saY:5: "My 
neighbor makes money faster th'1n I can, becluse his talents are 
more useful to the race. To co~pel him to support me would 
be to rob him of his just rewarJ; and to prevent him from earning 
m')re th tn I earn w)ald m1ke him a cripple and a sbve." 

The gentleman should have formed some clear conception of 
what Mr. George advocates previous to an attempt at criticism. 
H is method smacks too strongly of the system pursued by theo
logians, when dealing. with that ornament of hi3 race and tinle, 
Thomas Paine. ·Scarcely one of them considers it necessary, 
as a preliminary, to read what 1\lr. Paine wrote. The gen~leman 
seems to have thought knowledge of what Mr. G~orge wrote 
equally superilllOU:5. Mr. George does not advocate the impo
sition of any restriction upon what anyone can make by the use 
of superior talents; he sim ply holds that no one should be aIlO\\"ed 
to make themseh'es wealthy by holding the land idle. He does 
not entertain the idea that anyone should be forced, or expected, 
to support anybody, or that any should be restricted, or prevented, 
from earning as much as, or more than, anyone else. He 
merely demands that no one shall, by the mon:)p:)lization of the 
element from the products of which all must live, obtain any por
tion of the earnings of another, except he renders an equivalent, 
which quid pro quo, we claim, we do not get, for that portion of 
the product of our labor which we are forced, by existing laws, to 
give to the landholder for the use of a privilege which belongs, 
ethically, to him, only in the same proportion that it belongs to us. 

Poverty, the gentleman thinks, will never vanish entirely, but 
will continue to diminish, as it has for centuries. \Vhat authority 
has he for supposing that poverty is; or has been, decreasing? 
Does not the existence of the ubiquitous tramp argue that pov
ertyis increasingand not diminishing? Why! the word which 
denominates that product of modern civilization has not got into 
the dictionaries yet, except, perhaps, in the supplement. Poverty 
is not decreasing. 

The gentltman thinks th'1t Mr. George's plan of levying taxa
. tion on land values (not on land, as the gentleman says) is open 
to fatal objections, one of which he thinks is that states which 
stand low in average wealth would not allow themselves to be 
overtaxed. Suppose that the law-making power should decree 
that taxation for the support of the general government shall be 
derived by taxing the several states directiy,in proportion to the 
population, what possible redress would any recalcitrant state 
possess? Of course, the representatives of any state could, and 
possibly would, oppose, to the extent of their power, any change 
in methods of taxation which they considered detrimental to the 
interests of the most influential' of their constituents, but the 
measure, once it became law, would have to be submitted to. It 
is not states which pay taxes, it is the people that pay them, and 

the land-value tax would fall upon the poor very lightly, and upon 
the rich with correspondingly increased weight; the rich would 
recalcitrate, of coursej they always do when any project is on 
foot to com pel them to pay in proportion to their ability, but why 
would direct taxation cause any more opposition when levied for 
national than for state or local purposes? 

The gentleman thinks that taxes can be laid nowhere so justly 
as on churche3, b.mks, factories, saloons, hotels, and costly man
sions, and thinks that the plan which would allow a man to sp~nd 
millions upon such st~uctures, with no greater charge for taxes 
than if he had erected a cheap cottage on the Slme land, is not 
in consonance with common sense, and cannot be considered as 
being, to any great extent, like a new gospel to the poor. Let us 
s~e. It is to the interest of the poor that every inducement 
should be olfereJ for the promotion of buiIJin~, because much 
building makes increased work for them. and their wage3 are 
likely to be more, when the demlnj for their ~ervices is gieat, 
than it would be if the demand were small. Therefore, to 
remove taxation from those things which the poor produce, 
such as churches and various other structures mentioned by the 
gentleman, is but another term for promoting-the industries from 
which the poor derive their support. And to tax them, what is 
tha~ but a fine an] a penalty put upon those who use their capital 
in productive enterprises, and a direct premium offered them to 
induce them to use their m~an3 in im'estments that cannot be 
reached by taxatio:l (unless they choose to reveal them to the 
assessors, which, by the way, very few of them do)? If a man 
is such a ninny as to occupy a valuable site, which is suitable for. 
a large bank, hotel, or a costly mansion, with a cheap cottage, 
he foihould pay as much in the one case as in the other, because 
he has the privilege of putting the ground to better use, and if he 
cannot, from lack of pecuniary resources, do so, he has no use 
for such valuable land, and should seek hum bIer quarters, just as 
a man who cannot stand. the strain of paying for a superior suite 
of apartments at a crack hotel should seek accommodations 
more in accordance with his means. The cases are identical. 
The hotel proprietor could not be expected to allow his impe
cunious guest to remain for what he could alford to pay, when 
he could rent the apartments for their value to others; and the 
holder of valuable ground should pay the value that opportunity 
would bring the commuuity if it were put to its highest possible 
use. I would inform the gentleman that the single tax would not 
enable the state to confisclte all the land, any more than the pres
ent system enables it to confiscate all the houses, or other objects 
on which taxation is imposed. If the people choose to shift tax
ation from many things to one thing, how can tha~ be called con
fiscation? 

In conclusion, I would like to inform the gentleman that the 
single tax men are quite as firmly opposed to any "reform" which 
requires the "sacrifice of individual liberty" as he can possibly 
be.' The single tax would require no such sacrifice, but would, 
on the contrary, reinvest the individual with all the rights of which 
he has been deprived, and place him in a position to make his 
bargains in the wage market, on equal terms with his employer, 
a position he has not occupied for many years. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. E. ·0. ROSCOE. 

THE real point at issue is, not whether Zola's books are decent 
or indecent but whether a government has a right to suppress 
indecent lit~rature. And here I must state my conviction that they 
have no r~ght whatever to say a word in the matter. No man 
should be restricted in his right to publish whatever he pleases; 
no publisher should be forbidden to sell (if he can) any b?ok. 
Legislation against vice is folly, and has been proved so smc.e 
the beginning of laws. It is nev~r successful; on t~e contrary, It 
always promotes what it seeks to suppress. The. mn?cence of 
ignorance is impossible in this world; the only pOSSIble mnoce?ce 
is that of knowledge and volition. •. . . And my conclUSIOn 
is, that corrupt freedom is better than enforced virtue--;-if so ab
surd a contradiction in terms can be admitted.-Julian Haw
thorne, in America. 

THE" Sabbath Imposture," a pamphlet by Harry Hoover, 10 

cents per copy; six for 50 cents; fifteen for $1.00. 
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ITEMS WRITTEN WITH THE SCISSORS. 

THE most finicky ass that has' ever appeared in Los Angeles is 
Sam J ones.-Los Angeles Herald. 

THE Roman Catholic Directory for 1889 reports 8,157,676 
members in the United States. There are reported 8,II8 prie.)ts 
and 7,353 churches. 

. FREETHOUGHT is now a I 6~page wee~Iy, and every number is' 
filled to the brim with sparkling and useful matter. The Pacific 
COISt Liberals are fortunate in having such it medium of Liber<il 
thought among them.~Independerit Pulpit,: Waco, Texas. 

THE new National Academy of Theology, in New York, is. 
designed "to advance the study of theology as a science." We 
cannot have too much light: let some good soul set up a National 
Academy of Natural History to advance the study of the sheep 
as a fish.-Ambrose Bierce .. 

"S.H, Pathrick," whispered Jacobs::>n to his Hibernian friend; 
"I vonder vot sort of man dot is at de odder end of de loonch
c·')unter? " "Begob," returned Pat, eyeing the stranger, "he 
mus:1t be wan av thim new-fangled ducks called E!jgnostics. A' 
m m that will ate bacon on a Froiday is nayther Jew nor 
Christian! " 

NEWLY Arrived Spirit (wandering aimlessly about )-"What 
place is this? Can I come in? " St. Peter~"Where. are you 
from?" Spirit-"San Francisco." St. CPeter-"Always lived 
there?" Spirit-"Yes. Born there." St.-Peter (compassionately) 
~"No wonder you never heard of this place, my poor friend. 
You never had a chance. Come in."-~hicago Tribune~ 

l\IR. LAWLER, of Illinois, has introduced in the House of 
Representatives at Washington a concurrent resolution directing 
the public printer hereafter to drop the letters "ue" at the end of 
such words as "epilogue," and the lette~s "me" at the end of 
such words as "programme;" the letter "e" at the end of such 
words as "hypocrite;" the letters "te" at the end of such words 
-as "coquette," and to sub3titute "f" for "ph" in such words as 
"phantom." 

AFTER forty years nfgratuitous and earnest labor in this blessed 
[temperance] cause, I am solemnly convinced that if it was left 
to the tender mercies of partisan politicians, it would be 
assassinated! God never ordained that conflicts with gigantic 
sins should be waged with carnal weapons alone, or !lnder the 
command of Cresar! I am also convinced that if all the time, 
moner, and effort that have been expended on political movements 
had been expended in direct moral efforts to check the drinking 
usages, and educate the conscience and conduct, and teach to the 
young, lessons of abstinence, and make public sentiment against 
the diabolical anJ deadly drink-traffic, then our reform would be 
a hundred-fold strunger to-day.-Dr. T. L. Cuyler. 

THE editor of the Garden City, Kan., Herald has r:eceived an 
invitation to attend the inauguration ceremonies at Washington, 
but is obliged to send his regrets. He says: "One thing that 
prevents us from going to the inauguration is awant of transpor
tation, as well as the wherewithal ,-vith which to purchase it. A 
man can stand off the local dealer in groceries, but a story about 
a lame leg or a recent robbery in a lonely and sequestered spot 
on a cloudy and moonless night won't go with a railroad or post
office. We want Mr. Harrison and his wife,' too, to understand 
that we had no unkind feelings toward them, and that we think 
the crowd that will gather at Washington will be ordinarily re
spectable, and that we are not absenting ourself for any reason for 
which they are in any manner responsible. If we were to attend 
we should want to take in the ball and perchance shassey around 
with the girls in the mazy dance, whatever that is, but we should not 
look well ina linen duster and bare hands, yet, we are sorry to say, 
th03e things constitute a large portiop. of our wardrobe at the 
present writing. We trust our absence will not in any manner 
interfere with any of the proceedings. . We sincerely hope 
that Mr. Harrison will not omit his address because we cannot 
be present to hear it. 1t_ is our desire that the ball should go 011 
just as if we were to be there. Let nothing be omitted from t4e 
program. The committee have our thanks, and also the positive 
assurance that we will not be there." 

MUCH of the wild and irreconcilable chronology of the Bible 
may be attributable to the fact that the "holy men of God" were 
not adepts in the writing down of nurnericals, and that they 
thereby bungled and stultified the facts. with which the Holy 
Ghost "inspired" them. The non-arithmetical plight of the 
sacred scribes may be illustrated by the following episode in the_ 
experience of a certain Hibernian undertaker, who once got a 
job to make a coffin, the job to include painting the inscription 
on the lid. This he was too illiterate to do, but did not like to 
confess as much. By dint of following the written copy given 
him, he managed to get as far as ~'Michael O'Rafferty, aged--;" 
but, try as he would, ~e could not imitate the" 28." At last he 
remembered that he could write "7," and that four 7's made 
28. So he finished the inscription, aged 7777." \Vhen they 
came to bury Michael the coffin stood at the grave side, and the. 
priest spoke somewhat as follows: "Ah, he ,was a fine lad, and· 
he's lying there so. still; taken away in the very prime of loite.: 
Young, too, he was, only-" and here the priest looked down at 
the coffin plate t6 see how old Michael was." He was only," 
said his reverence again, and put his glasses on and went nearer 
to see how old he really was. " He was only:-" he continued; 
"he was seven thousand seven hundred and seventy-~even. Tare 
and ages! how did he escape the flood? "-Agnostic Journal. 

THE Express of Saturday evening contained some interviews '. 
with "several" city pastors, promising in the headline, "Striking 
Evidences of the Good Work at the Pavilion." '. The ·Rev. Mr. 
Reed has the . nerve to say that he does not approve of Mr. 
Jones's methods; for which he has the thanks of those Christians 
to whom' it is gall and wormwood to have the sacredness of their· 
religion draggeJ in the gutter; or, as the Herald has it, hawked 
about for the personal benefit of Sam Jones. Dr. Fay is reported 
as sharply criticising the clerical mountebank. But most affect
ing are the remarks of Dr. Cantine.' Truly, eyil communications 
corrupt good manners! Recognizing the efficacy of the Jones 
style, Dr. Cantine' tells us that "for seventeen years he has had 
religion in his head, his heart, his hands, and his feet." He also 
says thathe is "glad the emissaries of the devil are mad." Now, 
could"not he emulate his friend still.more ~nd speak out-tell us 
to whom he refers as the "emissaries of the devil?" Also, will 
he please ten jtisthow many times he has gone down into the 
congregation asking men if they were Christians, and got the re
ply "none of your damn business ?" If he we~e only "at liberty 
to do so" he could tell us wonderful tales. Truly 'tis a pity the 
converted gam bIers, saloon-keepers, arid others of that ilk, 
should be so ashamed of their reformation! He speaks of these 
gentry in the plural; now if he will point out a few saloons that 
hwe been closed by the consciences of the proprietors it will be 
much more to the point. If he will give the address of some of 
those lachrymose gamblers we would like to interview them. 
Perhaps they have concluded, like another reformed gambler, 
that preaching will pay better, and we shall have competition in 
the revivali:)t field.-M. D., in the Los Angeles Times. 

The Missionary Woman. 
She went 'round and asked subscriptions 
For the black Egyptians 
A Id the Terra del FuegaU!', 

. She did; ;. 
For the tribes 'round Athaba:Cl,, 
And the men of Madagascar, 
And the poor souls of Alaska, 

So she did; 
She longed, she said, to buy, 
Jelly cake and jam and pie 
For the Anthropophagi, 

So she did. 

How she loved the cold Norwegian, 
And the poor, half-melted' Feejan, 
And the dear Malacca islander! 

She did; 
She sent tins of red tomato 
To the tribes beyond the equator, 
But her husband ate potato, . 

So he did; 
The poor, helpless, hopeless thing 
(My voice falters as I sing) 
Tied his clothes up with a string, 

. , . Yes he did. -Exchange•• 
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. A STATE conventibn of- the Liberals of California met in this 
city January 27, and completed its work in three sessions. "Lib
erals" are what used to be "Infidels" in Abner Kneeland's and 
Thomas Paine's time, and the name of "Infidel" was considered 
by most people disgrac~ful, just as in orthodox communities the 
name of "Universalist" and "Unitarian~' was. Now. however, 
there are quite respected and respectable people ~ho openly say 
that they are Agnostics; that is, that they do not know \"hether 
revealed religion is true or not. Agnostics now would have been 
blackli5ted as Infidels fifty years ago. "Liberals" are little more 
than Agnostics; for the furthest that itis logically safe for a man 
to go is, to say that abou~ .te~elation and a future state. h~ does 
not know. If he asserts. that he does know thlt there Isn t any, 
he is as bad as the Christian who 'asserts th~1.t he does know that 
there is. There are a great many persons in California who are 
in sympathY with this organization. Arid a great many more 
who may not accept'alI oftheir views, not even all of the "Nine 
Points" will at least be in favor of their enjoyment, on the same 
terms',vith other citizens, of life, liberty, and the pur5uit of hap
piness.-San Francisco .Weekly ~t~.:: 

'AN EXPLANATION. 
'.....::._._

To tlte Editors 0/ Futhougkt: 
Your comment of February 9.-1 have read after Fred. May 

Holland with pleasure and profit.. My expressed disrespect for 
his opinions was confined exclusively to the one on single tax 
matters. If I had made a special &tudy of astronomy, I should 
not be expected to respect an opinion regarding planetary moti?ns 
if it contained evidence of being formed after a cursory readmci 
of Genesis and the occasional observation of a single star. 

If I hold in my hand a small book, I have no respect for an 
opinion that it is eleven feet thick. \Vhen Mr. Holland wrote, 
he had no more respect for my.opinion than I had for his. Per
haps I am making fine distinctions, but they are not new ones. 
If this will not go as an explanation, call it an apology. 

Anaheim, Cal., Feb. 10. JAIdES B. HASSETT. 

'. On the Trail. 

To tlu Editors o/Frutltougkt: 
. After penning my last letter from Visalia, I. took "Halstead's Express" 

up the "Canyon of the Kaweah," to the lands of the colony. The Trail 
was a rough one. For about ten miles we rode along among the beauti
ful oak groves, fine orchards and vineyards, and across numerous water 
ditches, by immensefarins, and across a very level country. After this 
we entered this 'wonderfulmountain gorge of the Kaweah, which is a 
small stream, but with a fail of several hundred feet to the mile, which 
makes it one continual' rushing torrent among the mighty boulders it has 
cut from these mountains of rock and granite. The scenery is most 
grand and sublime; evet changing as the traveler winds his way, some- . 
times along a narroW: sandy bottom, often in a trail cut along high up 
the mountain side, but ever with the sound of the rushing, tumbling 
water of the merry river making weird but welcome music, to cheer 
him along this weary journey. There is, now here, now there, a little 
f~rm, hid away in these solitudes, that is· like an oasis in the desert, a 
thing of beauty and a joy forever. 

The best fruit in California is raised in the mountains. Cattle ranging 
up the rugged gorges and over the peaks who live all the year round 
without being fed, while the bt!es gather in the nectar of the gods. 
Verily, Kaweah is the land where milk and honey, beef and apples, and. 
jolly co-operators may be found. \Ve arrived at Mr. Halstead's ranch, 
consisting of b~tween 800 and 900 acres, about sun down, and were 
ki~dly invited to stay with the happy old bachelor over-night, and sleep 
amid his bearskins, and by a roaring log fire, and see for once if "it is 
not good for man to live alone." Here we found the thriftiest looking 
orchard I have seen in the state, consisting of apples, peaches, mulber
ries, figs, and nuts· of different kinds. After a rousing supper, plenty 
of stories and card playing and singing, we retired to dream of wildcats, 
mou~i:ain lions, Cinnamon bears, and the future of this little but 
thoroughly in earnest colony that is being built up to prove the prac
ti~abllity (if so.cialism or true co-operation. Here- at comrade Halstead's 
ranch is the beginning of the road to the colony lands which reach from 
this point, cut along the sides of these often precipitous mountains, to 

the Giant Forests, som~ twenty miles away, up and up, some 7000 or 
8000 feet, nearly to the snowy peaks where the bIg Redwoods grow. 
These sturdy, energetic Socialists. very few in number, commenced this 
road nearly three years ago; which engineers estimated would cost half' 
a million, almost witho~t a donar, and now 'the mammoth trees are al
most reached. A few weeks more and the long tiresome work of build
ing roads, winding around rocky-mountain sides, will be over. Then for 
the mills that will soon be humming, away up in these almost inaccesible 
heights where wheeled vehicle has never rolled; and man but seldom 
trod. Then the long flume, of near forty miles, must be built to carry off 
the product of the mills, and water the gardens ;nd orcharc1s that will 
soon be planted in the little nooks and rich coves all along the line. 

Early the next day we resumed our trip up this winding trail until we 
came to the tent city of .Advance, where we found the most of these 
toilers for a better industrial system than competition can give or ever 
has given. I found all doing their" level best" to make the <;olony a 
success, undergoing many privati~ns and hardships, often ragged and 
with little to encourage them that final success would dawn upon them. 
All seemed happy and jolly, healthy and true. Some of these brave and 
true fellows have never been out of the canyon since the work began 
two and a half years ago. Most of the men are leading a wild bachelor 
life. There is quite a number of finely educated and handsome young 
women (and room for a hundred more); also middle aged and elderly 
ladies, living here in their tents alone, drawing their time checks for 
labor done, the same as their male companions, and keeping "bachelor's 
hall" in true feminine style, with pictures and flowers, carpets and rugs, 
musical instruments, bright ribbons, and brighter eyes all around. Here 
these folks have lived for two years, far removed from the haunts of men, 
winter arid summer, working and waiting for the good time coming. A 
more hearty welcome I never inet than from the splendid families of J. 
H. Redstone, J. J.Martin, 'Mr. 'Evans, Mr. E. C. Miles, H. T. Taylor, 
Mr. Reed, A. W. Greeri, Mrs. Jennie Sturdevant, Mrs. EgIi, Mr. Rodell, 
Mr. Weitnecht, and many single comrades, both men and women, whose 
names I fail to remember. Nearly all of these people were formerly 
residents of your city, but ti~ed of the ceaseless strife, of cut-throat com· 
petition and bitter disappointments, have come away up among the crags 
of the Kaweah to carve out a home together for their old age. There 
is no creed here,no God worshiped, no religion but the religion of Huu 
manity • 

Advance city is some 200 feet above the river, but a water wheel sets 
in the rushing torrent and is attached to a force pump that sends the 
water up through iron pipes, all among the canvas houses, on the 
heights above, irrigating their flowers and gardens, etc. Deer and bear 
are often killed here; love is made, school sustained, children borne, 
theatricals occur, and life goes on, like the merry river far below and 
the perpetual sunshine above, telling that this natural life is nearer to 
the designs of nature than what is called civilization. There is room for 
hundreds more here, and all interested, should write to E. C. Miles, 
treasurer, Three Rivers; Tulare county; or J. J . Martin, secretary, 
Visalia, California. I remained here two weeks, and could spend a ~ife
time here, among these t~iIe brothers and sisters, this gorgeous scenery, 
magnificent mountain water from me1ted~·.~~o\Vs, and clear sunshine. 
This climate is far better than in the valley" or near the sea. 

Visalia, FebruarY'I, 1889. ,- '. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

A Leader Wanted in Oregon. 

TfJ tlt~ Editors 0/ Frut/z.ollglt't: 
-DEAR BRETHREN: As my year's subscription is about up, I inclose 

money onler for $2.25 for FREETHOUGHT and" Freethinkers' Annu.al." 
I congratulate the Freethinkers of California for their success throughout 
the state, which success is mainly due to FREETHOUGHT and its enter
prising managers and editors. The California Liberal Union, with Put
nam as president; will be a blazing meteor in the heaven of Freethought; 
and may it never lose its lustre and its shining glory. I wish Oregon 
was in the hands and under the control of a Putnam for a while. Ac
cording to "News and Notes," we have good material here, but lack a 
leader. With success to FREETHOUGHT, I am yours for U. M. L. 

Dayton, Oregon~. M. MILLER, SR. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart-a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure uys . 
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Trytbelll.' ,;••G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S· 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b;!en estab1i:;hed in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED' AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.5°. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $J9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold e;ase, 7 jewels, $16; I I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels; $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-otmce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hUlltmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. ' 

DIAMONDS.-I am ari expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

" Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons; marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best tripl~-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" Forks I.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.°0 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.°0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON," , of Edinhurgh, Scot;. 
I; a lfrll,lcate of thr~ Ulllver:;IUCK, II ml retired after 50 years' PI'llCLlUe. he 

ll~r:~t~'~:: .1~~~~ t~ 1~~;~~:,":t:~~J.t~I::,l~:~~,~Jl~:~-;'i.':.I;~~t'udct~~:5: 
& Lt the most poilu-at' and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rOYen by the lIlLIe of lIalr R Million to be the mClst popula R 
Readable lJecanse written in 1an!lu~e plain, chasle, anu forcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of 'l!oo ical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~ by wblch t f:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physl<'iaus, clergymen. crjt-c~. and lItera. t I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubj ecLB especiAlly impo~t nt to. roung me N eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find 1t mterebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, andURE htst introduced, consists of a ~r1. 
. . ~ of .beautiful 4·ol().·~d a~o.tCJ~ 

l~nl ~hnrt•• in five colo~ guaranteoo!',. u;~enQr to any; efore otflered In a P.<>~
A NEW F EAT'
ular phYlliologiC91 book. arid rendering it Rltain the mOlo!t attractive BDdqmck

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we already found a-Itold mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler writt:~: .. I Rolel the flr.;t six boQk4 in two 
houts... M.any agents take 50 ot' 100 at. once, at special rates. Sendlfor terms. • 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... wbite anctFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. MfmtllJlIe 
Standard Edition, '3.~5 l S!l~e prin~ and ilIustrati~n8,.t;he
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 dIfference IS 1U paper and bmding. 

JIIJIUUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\ew J~rk. 

THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. ! emperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office 
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A ltf~~iJtJh*t~~~\r1<f. 
LIFIED PHYSICIAN. 
the m0st iuccesslUl (in
speclalty) as his l,ractic'e wIll 
surely I,rove. 'I'IUil 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
ea..t's of young and 
aged men su(;h as 
weaknel's. impotency, &c., 
sulting from indescretioll and 
igllOt7.nce of youth. 1'b05e who 
are ail'ngshould ~end ten (11) 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSrrlVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times Its cost, lind should 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the aillicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope~ mled. The bO'lk spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. }{, P. FELLO\lS, VINELAND, NEW Jl!:RSEY. 
:;ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Wash'ngtoll NAotional View.) 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar aclvert'sements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press,
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialh't, in hIs line. stands foremost 
in his professiun. and the encomiums showered UI))n him 
publicly as well as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high apprec:ation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devotion to h'i specialt.ies in his p,ofl'~~ion have so 
justly merited for l.im, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0 .• Aug. ]2, 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELT.OlrS-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a charm. I am completely surprised the way
it acts UI'OU the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is collling out all 
right. Yours reslectfully. . J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testitllotlials received from all parts of the United States. 
from young. middle-aged and elderly men. suffel'ing from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a' e now cured 
by. my External AI,plication, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this clas~ of di'3eases. A s I am an out· and-out. 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their timll and money on 
ChristIan doctol'ls. DR. FKLLOWS. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin..............................$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin... .......... ..... 2 75 
14 kara~ Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin........... ..... ...... 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Sman Charm (for watch chain)....... 4 50 
10 karat. Gold, Large Charm (for wa.tch chain)....... 500 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 GO 

*This. is a full-bodied diamond, 8(,1'. so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Bent to any address, prel'aid, and gua.ranteed as repre
sented or mon.,y refunded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

S, P. TAYLOR & co., 
Manuf"cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, l\"~'ltJS, Hard'ltJar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

4J.4 and 4J.6 Clay st., S. P. 

http:De(�ll.lI


FREETHOUGHT'. 	 i26 
~~~~~--~~--------------------~~-------

PACIFIC CARRIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS .. OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

HUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 

N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & 'SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial." JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The OpEm Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old allll new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, ·social, 
and economic questions. 

@" Terms, $2 per year. $ 1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

1UGIFE R THE 1IG HT-B EARE R. 
DEVOTED TO THE 

Frank and feadess discussion of basic principles 
in the field of governmental and social reform. 

For more than eighteen months this paper and 
its publishers have been prosecuted in the courts 
by the agents of the Comstock Vice Society, for 
alleged violations of the. U. S. postal laws. 

Published weekly at Valley Falls, Kansas, at 
$1.25 per annum. Specimen copies free. 

. 
WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath~ , Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The ,.Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Pnce, 5 cents. ' 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67engrav
in2S. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE LATEST F-4~SHIONS 


~~~~~~gI~~I;~:OR .................................................... $25. 00 

P ......................................................... 35.00 


ANTS TO ORDER FOR.................... ".............................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 
O:B:.A.S. F. :s-crFl.G-DlLAN'. 

TAILOR, 

-101 PIFTH STREET 101

REMSBURG's "VORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor

A BRIEF HISTORY ality; Criminal .'latiS! ics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 

-oF- Church anc\ Civilization; the Church and Sci. 
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against .Irish Liberty, 

-:-FROl\I

ADRIAJ.V IV. TO LEO XIII. 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
infamous, distinction of being dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By JAMESG. MAGUlRE,Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. . 

Pp. 1I8, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Putnam & Macdonald.. 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris.
iJ?g all that relates to the progress of the Christian rdi 
glon in "The Histor,; of the Dedine and Fall of tht' Homan 
Empire," and a Vindication (never bt·fore publbhed In 
this country) of some passages in the 15th anrl ltitn cllap. 
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Lift' of the Author, 
Preface and. Notes by the. Editor, inclUding variorum 
notes.. by GUlzot, Wenck, lblman, "an Englbh Chun·h. 
man, and other scholars. Handsome 12 mn. 864 p:i.l(cs. 
Cloth. With Engravings. Price, $1 60. ' 

ROBERT O. INGERSOLL'S. 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the hllmortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the natiollal an· 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; 6 cop-
tea, 25 CeDU; 25 copies, IL 

THE SYSTEM OF NATUr:;~, 
.)!l-La". 01 the Moral and Phy~i"aJ .World. By ~ro.. 
D lIolb&ch. A DeW and improved edItIon. with DOklo b,ow..-. Two y~ Ia OM. 1'Ib"_-__________...;.;..:..._ 

Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
JetTerson, and hanklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Rubbery: Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest anq 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft: Slavery: Po
lygamy; Intemperance: Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab. 
batic IJea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~ctiptiires and the Sabbath; Examination of 
":unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars. <l.nd Divines: Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. I> Price, 2S cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisoo. 

0 R 0 ER THEM OF ELMINA! 
"Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or P e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 

J 	Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address E D SLENKER 
t •• ,Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH· FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889. 

------_.-.-..----- 

/ 

order to increase the circulation of FREETIIOUGIIT, and at tho Salne time' to secure the dis
tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following 

Premiulns to getters' up of clubs for this paper: 

For One Ne\v Subscriber ($2) 	 KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or" 

the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S ~ISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES, 

Three New' Subscribers ($6) GmBoN's HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIE.WS ON TALMAGE. 

Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A 1110St 1'Iagnifi" 
cent Volume). 

Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half" 
:Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, flalf" 
Calf or Half :Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS· ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BmLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSIO~, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 


",\TOLTAIRE'S RO)fANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON ~rALl\fAGE, 50c. INGERSOLl.'~ PROSE POEMS, $2.50.. 


. VOLTAIRE'S ~OMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 

:4.ny ~( these works will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribors, accompanied by the full subsc!iption price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

Fl{EEI'HOUGlrr BOOKS 
pu-rNAM'S ,",YORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madl 
by aft a.nisl hand, guided by a poet sou 1. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The crealor makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
I"lashburll. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"'I he author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is nlIed 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob· 
"t G. IlIgn-so/l. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 eo. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to-day."-J'0hn SwilltOIl'S 
P4~. 

I • ''''~'''''' u~; "" I~o~m. I'rice,. fl. "It is 
\:IIiIllJllec.l with life, thought and profound emo· 
tion, poured forlh, it seems to me, with ex
traortlinary richness and beauty. "-Dr. IlmrJ'
W. Bellows. 

Gottlieb: His life' or love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, lieavenand Hell. Priee, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the bopk itself. 1 have never read 
anything so eXCJllisitely beautHul and good in 
aU'l1'Iy life befol·e. "- £Imilla Drake SIt1lkt1'~ 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTlO:-i 0[- 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

,COl\lPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice ..........•..•............ $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. 	\VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the ·formation and 

Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keele.-. Price. So cents": 

Men,Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction byRobert 
G.Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 

L Address this office. 

I INGERSOLL'S WORKS. 
. ---

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to aNum. 
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi
tor of the San FraNciscan. 5 cents 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copie~, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York ObuTVn-. By Robert G 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. • 

A lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Largesize 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. UTribute to His Brother," "The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast" 
and "Little Harry Miller's Grave, It printed 
on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, and in large, clear type, suitable for 
framing; four to any address for So cents or 
either one for 15 cents. ' 

Prose Poems and Selections. It contains: he. 
sides the celebratell "Decoration lJay 01 a. 
tion, tI and all the famous tributes mallY 
other gems selec'ed from the speechc~, argll
m~nts, l~ctures, table·talks an~ day-to.day 
conversatIOns of the author. FlOe steel por. 
trait and autograph facsimile. Price in 
cloth, beveled edges, giJt back and side, $; 50~ 

Photographs of Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, ¥>C. 
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THE apostolic benediction comes high, and Judge O'Connor, 
of San Jose, is probably the only lay citizen of California who 
has one in the 'house. It cost him a $50,000 donation to the 
Catholic U'niversity at Washington. 

OUR president-elect, General Harrison, has been" visibly af
fected" again, this time by the la~t Sunday sermon of his Indian
apolis pastor, who feelingly alluded to Mr. Harrison's departure 
for \Vashington. The whole congregation, as in duty bound, 
overflowed its banks and wept moistly. 

MR. CHARLES WATTS, of Toronto, has been lecturing in Salt 
Lake City to large audiences. The religious scamp Braden was 
in the city at the same time, and we are somewhat surprised to 
learn from the Tribune of February 19 that the two have en
gaged i~ a debate. Braden is such an unscrupulous and habitual 
liar that discussion with him is totally worthless. 

THE clerical profession has ~e~~~ye~ a new recruit lately in the 
person of " Billy" Frasier, a somewhat noted light-weight pugilist. 
There is no doubt of his suc~ess. The notoriety of Sam Jones, 
Sam Small, Dwyer, Sawyer, Gough, and other converted ruffians, 
shows that for effectiveness in revival work a bad reputation is of 
more value than a long and arduous term in a theological 
seminary. 

A SPECIAL report prepared by Commissioner Wright of the de
p:utment of labor shows that throughout the country, in the past 
twenty years, marriage has been a failure in 328,716 cases, that 
being the number of divorces granted. If some statistics could 
be obtained as to the number of cases in which the single state 
has proved unsuccessful, there would be some chance of getting 
at the real value of marriage as a modifi~r of human misery. 

SO~tE of the wealthy New York churches having excluded 
strangers and poor people from the sanctuary, the Rev. Wong 
Jock San,priest of a Chinese joss house on Mott street, throws 
open the doors of his temple and invites all wayfarers to enter. 
He hns given the following to the press: "You can just say that 
if the Christian churches don't allow them to pray or praise the 

Lord in their sanctuaries they cm come right into this temple of 
•Joss' here. It is built with much wealth and is kept as neat as 
we know how. They can come here and worship as long as 
they please and at any time they choose, and pray as loud as they 
want to to any God they have a fancy for, all free 0: cost. We 
have no castes here nor any religious differences. Everyone, so 
long as he or she is a human being, regardless of their condition 
of life, is welcome. Religion is ~bout the cheapest thing we 
have among us. Why should we deny it to anybody?" 

AT the Methodist pastors' meeting last week the Rev. C. F. 
Eltzholtz read a paper on "Our Foreign Element and \Vhat to 
Do with It," in the course of which he said that" a Philadelphia 
judge had the good sense to'refuse to naturalize a man who was a 
professed Atheist, and said truly that there were already too many 
of that class in the country." It is evident that if the Protestant 
clergy could have their way they would exclude from citizenship 
ail foreigners who show themselves to be impervious-to evangel
istic influences. 

NEXT SUNDAY'S MEETING, 

Prof. Herbert Miller will inaugurate a series of Liberal meet
ings in St. George's Hall, 909~ Market ~treet, beginn'ng next 
Sunday, 1\Iarch 3, at 3 o'clock. The subject of the firsf lecture 
is the" Old and New." 

It is hoped that these meetings will be well attended and sup
ported. If successful, the outcome will be the organization of a 
Local Liberal Club. ' 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

The cam paign at Sacramento has opened with excellent 
promise. Pioneer Hall was filled to overflowing, and nearly, as 
many went away for want of standing room as remained. About 
four hundred were present. It is hoped that a larger hall can 
be procured for the next lecture. The interest in the work of 
the Liberal Union is evidently growing. My subject at this first 
meeting was, "The Rev. Sam Jon~ Reviewed." I presume the 
subject drew some curiosity hunters. If Sam Jones were '~ Sam 
Jones" and nothing more, he would not be worthy of review. 
But since he is indorsed by the church and clergymen with scarcely 
an exception, his methods and ideas become the methods and 
idea.s of the popular religion, and are to be criticised as such. 
Sam Jones's theology is of an entirely new order. In all my 
studies I have never come across the like. He says that God 
loves the meanest man in Sacramento as well as' he loves the 
best man, and perhaps a little better. _ \Vho the meanest man 
may be it is difficult to tell. It is possible that he may be one of 
the largest contributors to the coffers of the Rev. Sam Jones. In 
that case, it is no wonder that the God of the Rev. Sam Jones 
loves the meanest man with surpassing affection, but the God of 
Jones is not the god of thi~ universe. God is goodness, and 
goodness _cannot love meanness. It hates it always and every. 
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where. Love can only love the lovable, the noble, and the 
beautiful. But the noble and the beautiful' are not always in 
outward adornments and respectability. The true saint, the true 
nobility, is. not inside the churches any more than outside, and 
according to the old legend, the strolling player b apt to be the 
noblest saint, though he might never utter a single prayer or 
claim a single virtue, b'J.t dO~3 good unconsciously, "without 
making any fuss acout it," as Charles Dickens says. The noblest 
virtue is that'virtue which never plumes itself as v~rtue. 

The Rev. Sam J03es'declares H love cannot save." This is a 
new theology. Human love cannot always save because it is al
ways limited in power, but Go 1 is not limited, and therefore he 
ca~ save. Thomas Paine gives abo 1t the be3t definition of deity 
there is: "The Deity is a being whose power is equal to his 
will." If man's power were equal to his will, then man would 
be a god. Whatever God wills he can do. If therefore he loves 
the meanest man, then his love will make the meanest man the 
best man; he will not leave him in his meanness. If, as Sam 
Jones says, God loves the sinner in hell as well as the angel in 
hea\'en, then he will save the sinner in hell. Infinite love and 
infinite power must in the end make no~hing but goodness and 
beauty. It will not love the evil, but will destroy it. 

The Rev. Sam Jones says he would rather be the worst 
. criminal in ti;e state-prisons of th¢ land than an open, avowed 
Infidel; that i~, he would rather be a robber, a thief, a murderer, 
a ravisher, than an honest man who" dares to speak his mind; 
rather be a hum3.n fiend than Thomas Paine, whose genius first 
set the stars of glory in the flag of our Republic; than Jefferson, 
wh') penned the Declaration of Independence; than Humboldt, 
who read the secrets of the universe for the benefit of all; than 
Darwin, who has revolutionized modern thought; than Ingersoll, 
whose words and life have given hope and courage to thousands. 
Sam Jones is' either a fool or a knave, and no Christian who has 
a spJ.rk of intelligence can indorse his outrageous statement, for 
every Christian knows that the honest, outspoken Infidel is a 
tn13lworthy and honorable citizen, and that the world is filled 
with the glor}: of his deeds. The Infidel does not fight anything 
gool in Christianity, its hulnanity. It fights only its inhumanity, 
its crueltv, its evil, its error, and its superstition. Let Christianity 
or the Bible or the church declare anything th3.t is really good, 
re.1Ily for the h lppiness and beauty of this world, for civilization 
and progress, and the Infidel will most cordially accept it. The 
Re '. Sam Jones's definitions of Christianityan::i Infidelity are 
as false as it is p:bsible for charlatanry and ignorance to give . 

.. Ids astonbh:nx that intelligent Christians will indorse this man 
who seems so familiar with the slum and nothing else. He says 
there is more swearing in the·city of Sacramento than in any 
other city. How does Sam Jones know this? \Vith whom does 
he associate. I have heard but very little swearing in Sacramento. 
Had I been with Sa.m Jones I might, however, have heard a good 
deal more, as he evidently has. He seems to have a wonderful 
cap3.city for se:!ing how bad the word is, I would commend to 
his notice the words of his Master, "Judge not, that ye be not 
judged." 

I shall be at Livermore next Sun lay. The friends there are 
quite active. The community is .Liberal , and I b:!lieve Liver
more will be one of the best points along the line. 

I shall be at Sacramento again Sunday, March 10, to discuss the 
Sabbath law, now pendin3' in Congress and in tLe California legis
lature. The proposed law in California makes it a crime to buy 
a ticket to a theatre or any place of amusement. Is California 

ready for such an iron despotism as that? It was intended, with
out doubt, to put the bill through without debate. It is well for 
Liberals to be on the lookout. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

Sacramento, February .25, 1889. 

THE QUESTION. 

To the Editors oj Fruthought: 
Inclosed please find Remonstrance against the Blair Sunday bill, 

signed to the margin by workingmen. All thes(! are men, citizens of 
California, and voters who work at manual labor for their living. Some 
of them are compelled to work seven days in the week in order to "hold 
down their jobs." They recognize the iniquity and the danger lying in the 
proposed law, hence give their names in remonstrance. All of them de
sire, aye, yearn for a day for rest and recreation. They don't care 
whether it is Sunday or Wednesday, but they want one day in seven for 
their own-a relief . from the grind of toil for maintenance. What are 
you going to do towards aiding them to secure this just end? Are you 
going to content yourselves by threatening them with the hell of an en
forced observance of the Sabbath? EUGENE HOUGH, 

Oakland, Ca1., Feb. 17, 1889. 

Mr. Hough's question is one worlhy of consideration, but, as 
we view the case, it must be considered apart from the question 
of securing by law a day of religious observance and enforced 
idleness. The right of a man to work upon Sunday is as good 
as his right to work upon any of the other qays of the week, and his 
right to rest upon.. that day or any othu must also be recognized. 
It is a thing to be arranged, not by the state, but between himself 
and his employer. The state must merely see to it that no forci
ble compulsion is used. How to secure one day of re:-.t and recre
ation in seven is a question of ways and means with the working
man, but we do not profess to see far enough into the labor 
problem to outline the method by which ..this is to be done in all 
cases. Many men are glad to work an extra day for the sake of 
the increased pay, or to make up for time they may have lost, from 
choice or otherwise, during the week. A Sabbath law, if enforced, 
prevents them from doing so, and their rights are violated. 

But the particular Sunday bill that we are objecting to now 
is the Blair bill, which is aimed more specially at Sunday recrea
tion than at Sunday work. It is therefore not to be wondered at 
that the workingmen who want a day of recreation fill the re
monstrance petition to the margin with their signatures. 

THE CALIPORNIA SUNDAY LAW. _ 

A bill has been introduced in the California Senate and Assem
bly entitled "An Act to add three new sections to the Penal Code, 
to be known as Sec~ions 299, 300, and 301, respectively, relative 
to Sunday amusements where liquors are sold, and keeping open 
places of business on Sunday." Both the Senate and Assembly 
referred the bill to a Committee on Public Morals. Here are its 
provisions: 

"299. Every person who on Sunday gets up, exhibits, opens, or main
tains, or aids in getting up, exhibiting, opening, or maintaining any bull, 
bear, cock, or prize fight, horse-race, circus, gambling-house, or saloon, 
or any barbarous and noisy amusement, or who keeps, conducts or ex
hibits any theatre, melodeon, dance-cellar, or other place of musical, 
theatrical, or operatic performance, spectacle, or representation, where 
any wines, liquors, or intoxicating drinks are bought, sold, used, drank, 
or givep away, or who purchases any ticket of admission, or directly or 
indirectly pays any admission fee to or for the purpose of witnessing or 
attending any such place, amusement, spectacle, performance, or repre
sentation, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

"300" Every person who keeps open on Sunday any store, workshop, 
bar, saloon, banking-house, or other place of business, for the purpose of 
transacting business therein, is punishable by fine not less than twenty 
nor more t.han one hundred dollars. 
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,; 30 I. The provisions of section three hundred do not apply to persons 

who on Sunday keep open hotels, boarding.houses, barber shops, baths, 
markets, restaurants, taverns, livery stables, or retail drug stores, for the 
legitimate business of each, or such manufacturing establishments as are 
usually kept in continued operation." 

It will be seen that sec.ion 299 aims at a separation of music 
and beer on Sunday,-that is, it forbids all sorts of entertaiu
ments where intoxicating drinks are sold. The word "where" is 
not very definite. It does not indicate whether 'these entertain
ments are prohibited in states, towns, localities, streets, buildings~ 
or rooms where intoxicating fluids are dispensed, and it might be 
construed to mean either. 

The same section makes it a misdemeanor to buy a ticket to 
the theatre on Sunday. The idiot who inserted that provision 
ought to be canonized. 

Section 300 would shut up all the stores-that is to say, it 
would allow the Roman cutthroat Constantine, who established 
Sunday as the Sabbath, to lock the doors of every mercantile 
house in this state once a week. An act of that kind bears ab
surdity on the face of it. 

The third section, by exempting taverns, would give rise to the 
same fraud that was practiced in New York, a·few years ago. 
Every saloon keeper will put the word'HoTEL, in small letters, on 
his door, and go on, as before. Then our wise men at Sacra
mento will have to decide the great question how many beds it 
takes to constitute a hotel. All of which absurd and ridiculous 
travesty upon legislation come from the efforts of fanatics to make 
a distinction between Sunday morality and week-day morality. 

FRBErHO'UGHr AND THE LABOR QUESTION. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthoug!tt: 
I can distinctly remember the time when, like yourselves, I considered 

priestcraft and other forms of sky-piloting a cause; but of late years 
some closer observations have completely convinced me that they are an 
effect; Nothing that I have seen of late comes as near conveying my 
idea in a nutshell as those few lines contained in your paper, and contrib
uted by my personal friend Severanc~, of this city, viz.: that "if Jesus 
Chri:>t found it as difficult to make a living at the carpenter trade" as he 
does, "it is quite as likely that he went to preaching the gospel of neces
sity as through a desire to save the world." I mean to say that if we had 
our natural rights, all could make their living without resorting to any 
such devilish means as to impose on and profit by the superstitions of the 
people. And again, were it not for poverty, or the fear of poverty, which 
is the most dreadful fear we know of, pious knaves could not get a hear
ing, and consequently would soon look around for some honest way of 
making a living. All religions are based on and fortified by fear. By 
disposing of this greatest of all causes of fear, therefore, the foundation 
of the whole business is gone, and the remainder would shrivel like a tree 
with the earth removed from around' its roots. 

You may say it is out of your line to deal with the question of poverty. 
Uso, that settles affairs b:!tween you and me. While I have never, per
sonally, suffered real poverty, and don't expect to in the future, yet I 
deem the industrial question, or the social problem, the problem before 
us, the one which is of such dimensions as to include all others; and when 
you get ready to edit your paper som~what on the plan of the Standard, 
by Henry George, the Twentieth Century, by Hugh O. Pentecost, or the 
London Democrat, by Wm. Saunders, you may count on my subscription. 

Los Angeles, Cal. Very respectfully, S. BYRO:-l WELCOME. 

The foregoing letter will serve as well as any of the many we 
have received for the text of a few remarks on the division of 
labor. It is an accepted maxim that the jack-of-all-trades is the 
master of none, and the principle holds just as good in the do
main of reform as in that of industry. No man can learn all 
trades; no journal can be the organ of all trades; likewise no 
editor can be an all-round reformer, and no papeI:. can advocate 

all reforms and do justice to any of them. The chosen work of 
FREETHOUGHT is for religious liberty, and the papers mentioned 
by our correspondent cho03e to advocate a certain theory as to 
land tenure. This is a most proper division of labor, for the 
reason that the editors of FREETHOUGHT profess to be familiar 
with the subjects they a;e called upon to discU.5s, \\hiIe they do 
not claim to be experts on the land problem. On the other 
hand, Mr. Henry George ,seems to have a reason for the faith 
that is in him on the question of a single tax, but so far as we 
are aware, in all his writings and addresse3, the Goj-in-the-state 
issue is assiduously dodged .. Mr. George evaded expressing him
self on the Nine Demands of Liberalism during his campaign in 
New York city when the editor of the Truth Seeker pressed him 
for a reply, and we have personally heard him defend Sunday 
legislation. 

Our friend Welcome thinks that the single-tax and associated' 
questions involve all others. We do not see it so. It is not 
clear to us how the shifting of taxes from house values to land 
values would materially modify the desire of fanatics to enact 
Sunday laws and put God in the Constitution, or how it would 
guard our common schools against the attacks of Rome. Instead, 
it appears more reasonable that to lift the burden of taxation from 
the poor man's garden patch and impose it on the several hundred 
millions worth of church property in the country might tempo
rarily draw the attention of religionists from other people's affairs 
to their own. 

H Henry George were to emphasize the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism, and transform the Standard into an organ of the 
American Secular Union, he would probably lose about one-half 
of his support, and for us to become an advocate of the single .. 
tax theory would be equally disastrous to FREETHOUGHT. We 

• might gain a Welcome at Los Angeles, but we would 	soon wear 
out our welcome elsewhere. The industrial question is a mighty 
big one, and Hen~y George represents but one phase of it. HIS 
rivals are the advocates of com petition under the present system, 
besides the Socialists, the Comm unists, the Anarchists, the 
Knights of Labor, and numerous Labor parties. He may be 
mistaken. We do not know. We certainly have not confidence 
enough in his theories to give up the advocacy of Freethought for 
the sake of promUlgating them .. 

H our correspondent holds that there is no need of the advocacy 
of Freethought and Secularism, he is justified in declining to read 
this paper. H, however, he believes in agitating the question of 
religious liberty, he should not refuse to support it simply because 
it does not attempt to expound the universe editorially. 

THE LECTURE TOUR IN CALIFORNIA. 

It is not possible at present to make out a definite list of ap
pointments. but the following is about the route and dates for 
Mr. Putnam's lectures. Friends will please note, and those who 
desire his services write at their earliest possible convenience: 
March 2, 3, Livermore. March 5, 6, 7, Grass Valley. 
March 10 to 17, Sacramento and vicimty. March 24, Pomona, Los An

geles, and vicinity. March 31 to April 14, San Diego, National 
City, San Pasqual, San Jacinto, and vicinity. 

April 21, Anaheim and vicinity. April 28, Oleander and vicinity. 
May 5 to 12, Raymond, Grub Gulch, Fresno Flats, and vicinity'. May 

19 to June 2, San Francisco, Calistoga, New Sanel, Baulder Creek, 
San Jose, and vicinity. . 

ON the 21St inst. Representative O'Donnell presented in the 
House of Representatives an enormous petition against the Blair , 
Sunday bill, bearing the signatures of 230,000 people, chiefly" 
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Seventh-day Adventists. On the same day Senator Stockbridge, 
of Michigan, presentea to the Sena~e an immense package of 
petitions in favor of the law; number of signatures not specified. 
,lfthis latter petition suffers from analysis as badly as the'''fourteen 
million" which were reduced to 4"07 actual signers, it may turn 
out to be on~ part petition and ninety-nine parts religious litera
ture or some other variety of waste paper. 

THE New York Evening Sun claims to have evidence that 
Grover Cleveland is a Spiritualist. There are many able men 
against whom a similar charge could be made, and who would 
not care to deny it. 

MR. BLAINE, of Maine, by way of providing for the future, has 
purchased a pew in the new Presbyterian church at Washington. 
Mr. Harrison has a slip in the same church. \Ve are entering 
upon an era of national piety. ' 

PETER ECKLER, of New York, has just published the "Confes
sion of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar," translated from the French 
of Jea~ Jacques Rousseau, to which is added" A Search for 
Truth," by Olive Schreiner. The two make a I 28-page book, 
selling in cloth for 50 cents; paper, 25 cents. It is a very hand
wrrie publication. 

THE only oral debate ever engaged in by Colonel Ingersoll is 
published in the New York Truth Seeker of Februarv 16. His 
opponents were the Hon. Frederick H. Coudert,' a Roman 
Catholic, and Gov. Stewart L. \Voodford. a Protestant. The de
bate, in pamphlet form, under the title of "The Limits of Tol
eration," is sold by the Truth Seeker Co. at 10 cents per copy. 

THE Rev. W. C. Bowen, principal of the Bordentown, N . .I., 
Female College, has nearly emptied his school by talking too 
plainly to the girls on the subject of morality; and the institution 
is likely to be cl03ed. The Rev. Mr. Bowen now probably sees 
his mistake. If he had merely been accused of ministerial con
duct toward one or more of his young lady pupils his school 
might be the most flourishing seminary in New Jersey. 

SOME LITTLE MATTERS OP BUSINESS. 

HORACE SEAVER'S book, "Occasional Thoughts," is for sale by 
Putnam & Macdonald. Price, $1. 

OBSERVE Mr. L. K. Washburn's announcement of the "Cos
mian Hymn Book" on page 144 of this paper. 

THE fl Sabbath .Imposture," a pamphlet by Harry Hoover, 10 

cents per copy; SIx-for 50 cents; fifteen for $1.00. . , 

BEAR in mind that we club FREETHOUGHT with the Independent 
Pulpit and send the two papers to one address for $3 per year. 

FIXE photographs of Colonel Ingersoll, obtainable at FREE
THOUGHT office, are sent postpaid for 40 cents; likenesses of Paine, 
25 cents; Putnam, 25 cents. . 

. . 

WE ha\'e for sale three pamphlets by J. D. Shaw, editor of the 
Independent Pulpit, namely, "The Bible-What is It?" 25 cents' 
"The Divinity of Christ," 15 cents; and" Studies in Theolo<TY': 
10 cents. , ,t) 

THE American Sentinel is a paper devoted wholly to advocatin<T 
the separation of church and state. It is published weekly at $~ 
per year.. For sample copies address the Pacific Press Oakland 
Cal. . Subscriptions taken at this office. ., I 

AL~ othe~ things being equ.al, Liberals should patronize Lib
enlls I~ .bm:mess. La.wyer Chllstrom,. whose card appears in our 
advertlsmg columns, IS a gentleman of superior abiUty and a 
trustwort~y att?rney. !hose who have to go to law, or need 
legal adVIce, wIll find hIm a powerful advocate. 

THE GLORY OP INFIDELITY. 

The Infidel, of course, has very little regard for this kind of 
morality. He considers.. it a theatrical display, as a seeking for 
applause, as ending in mere stage effect. It only lasts until the 
curtain is rung down. 

Respectability may, to a certain extent, be morality, but morality 
in itself is something infinitely more. 

In its essence it, is life, an ever-flowing current of sublime en
deavor; it is an aiming for the largest; it is the soul seeking its 
loftiest expression. It transcends all rules and regulations and 
breaks them with impunity when the life so gemands. It cares 
not for example, but for harmony; not for convention, but for 
progress; not for commandment, but for impulse. In other 
words, morality is motion, it is not crystallization. Now by the 
very nature of his being, by the power of his unbelief, the Infidel 

,is committed to a constant moral endeavor. This is the purpose 
of his Infidelity. He seeks freedom because he. seeks life. He 
seeks the new because the new gives life. It is very seldom that 
one bears the pains and burdens of a declared Infidelity unless 
he is animated by this moral desire. The merely intellectual 
Infidel too often ~eeps things to himself in order to enjoy the 
comforts he may have. The world is full of such Infidels. They 
are in the churches-not in the pews only, but the pulpit. These 
are they who love the loaves and fishes, and who pat orthodoxy 
with an approving smile. , Thousands of Infidels do this because 
only thek intellect is touched, but the very moment the moral 
nature is aroused this conformity becomes impossible. Then the 
Infidel must speak his burning thought. Then he must give up 
his nice conventionality. I affirm that it is one's· moral nature 
that makes him an out-and-out Infidel, and the expressed Infidelity 
of the world is the result, almost always, of intensitv of conviction 
.!!..it is the laboring for an ideal. I resent the i~putation that 
one is ever an Infidel for the sake of license, because one can 
have more license if he is orthodox, for with the orthodox. 

" Lung as the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return." 

One can act like the devil all his lifetime and go to glory from 
the scaffold. If I wanted a free-and-easy time I should certainly 
be orthodox. I'd join the church and say my prayer. I should 
have more bread and butter, more beefsteak and plum pudding, 
more wine and cake. The orthodox minister has a jolly time of 
it. He has the best spring chicken, both" new and old," killed 
for his especial benefit. And now the chickens have found this 
out. Recently in Arkansas a preacher made a call upon one of 
his parishioners. As he entered the door a chicken flew up on 
to the rafters and knocked down a musket. The musket went 
off and killed the preacher. The papers reported that it was 
clearly a case of self-defense. 

Surely there's no temptation to be an Infidel to the mere 
pleasure-seeker. Infidelity commits one to hard work, to sacri
fice. It's no child's play. It isn't a pastime or a picnic. It's 
labor, it's struggle, it's plain living. If mere animal satisfaction 
is sought, the church will give one a bed of roses; not only 
heaven in the next world; but plenty of patronage and <Told in 
this. t) 

As in the case of one of the Indian chiefs who was dying, :md 
a Spani:)h priest was sent for to administer consolation. The 
writer was asked to interpret between them, and thus de~cribes 
t';e conversation: 

Chief.-" To what sort of a country do the Christians go after 
death ?" 
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Priest.-'; Into a noble country." 
Chief.-" Is there sufficient pasture for all cattle ?" 
Priest.-" There is plenty." 
Chief.-" Have they plenty of guano and of ostriches there?" 
Priest.-" Any amount." 
Chief.-" Are there lions in that place ?" 
Priest.-" Yes, millions." 
Chief.-:-" Are they able to hunt and catch the lions?" 
Priest.-" Only those who die good Christiam can catch the 

lions." "-..- .- . 
Chief (stooping down to the visitor, in a very low \'oice).- . 

"Have they got brandy there ?" 
Priest.-" Brandy! yes, without any end." 
Chief (falling back on his pillow).-'· 1. die a Christian !I.' 
It is one's conscience that compels him to be an Infidel-the 

best within him. He can~ot choose. Like Luther he must go 
though a thouslnd devils were· in the way. He must go because 
in Infidelity he sees the brightest hopes of man; the gospel of the 
future; the religion of humanity; the moral perfection of the 
race. It is a question not of logic only, but of manhood. 

Furlhermore, out of unfaith have come some of the grandest 
forms of art. It seems as if here the Infidel could be of no 
service, for art is assumed to be the expression of faith. It is 
said to feed upon ~he past, to cling to'what is; and this, in a sense, 
is profoundly true. Art abhors disturbance; it dreads chaos; it 
delights in association; it flings its roots to the primal life of 
man. Therefore there is a natural spirit in art that turns from 
innovation, for beauty is so dear a thing, dearer even than the 
truth, that when we once have attained it, we hardly dare venture 
its loss for the sake of something better. 

So we could hardly expect to find the Infidel in the realm of 
art. And yet we do, and protests against old forms of beauty 
come from the a!t instinct itself. Art revels in order, but many 
a genius sees in the new a sublimer order than what is built up 
in the old, and so they are Infidel to the old, not for the sake of 
truth only, but for the sake of beauty. They are lured on by 
visions of delight. 

Such an Infidel was Lucretius, who produced the most mag
nificent poem in the Latin l~ngmige, whose greltne5s is not yet 
appreciated because i~ was the expres~ion of such advanced ideas. 
Such an Infidel was Voltaire, who was even more revolutionary 
in literature than in theology, and along with him Hugo, who 
re~'olted against the old classical school of France, the formalities 
of Racine and Corneille, and made possible the new French 
literature of the romantic school, where human passion is seen in 
such breadth of light and color, and such a wealth of genius is 
revealed, which would not be possible under the old regime. 

Lessing, also, was an Infidel. How sternly he battled against 
the literary orthodoxy of his day, and upset f",vorite rules, and 
made way"for Goethe and Schiller, who poured undreamed-of 
music from the heart of man. Goethe was the prophet of the 
new, because he saw in the new more glorious forms of t,beauty 
than in the old. Shakespere, also, was the outcome of Infidelity, 
for only by the violation of established rules were his plays POl)

sible. If Shakespere had written according to the orthodox 
canons of his day, how much of his genius would have been 
sacrificed. He was true to nature, but in being true to nature he 
was untrue to orthodox ·art. In the beginning of the present 
century, what was it that gave new splendor to English literature? 
It was the revolutionary spirit. Byron's poetry was' simply 
destructive, ret. what a power it was, what a regeneration! It 

heaved with fierce disturbance, it beat )vith the storm. But 
e\'en more profound than Byron's unfaith was Shelley's, who 
clfried the art of poetry to its loftiest expression. His music is 
simply marvelous, his light and color unequaled. Shelley was 
the poet of Infide1ity~ He was a declared Atheist. He despised 
faith. He hurled his anathemas against God. He, the most 
pas.:-ionate, the most tender. the most delicate spirit that ever 
came upon this planet clothed with brilliant genius-he was an 
Infidel, not by the cold dictates of his head, but with the warm 
impulses of his heart. It was grand and lovely visions that made 
him an unbeliever. He penetrated the secret of the restless 
heart of man. He knew what he yearned for in his troubled 
soul-something more beautiful than had ever yet touched his 
toiling spirit. .He had faith in man in all his wanderings and 
changes. And!:'o he could bravely sing: 

"\Ve know not where we go or what sweet dream 
May pilot us through caverns, strange and fair, 
or far and pathless' passion, while the stream 
Of lire our bark doth on its whirlpools bear, 
Spreading swift wings as sails to the dim air; 
Nor should we seek to know, since the devotion 
Of love and gentle thoughts are heard still there 
Louder and louder from the utmost oce-an 
Of universal life, attuning its commotion." 

Such another poet is Walt Whitman, voicing the mighty life 
and music of this new world, in forms of art that seem chaos to 
the worshiper of the old standard. It is he who cries, 

"We must not stop here, 
, However sweet these laid up st?res, however convenient this dwelling, 

we cannot remain here; 
However sheltered this port, and however calm these waters, we must 

not anchor here. 
We will sail pathless and wild seas, 

We will go where winds blow and waves dash and the Yankee clipper 
speeds under full sail." 

And like. the poetry of Byron, Shelley, and Whitman is the 
music of Wagner. How it has had to fight its way, and what a 
victory it has achieved! We would not give up the sublime 
symphonies of Mozart and Beethoven, but what a new glory we 
find in Wagner! What a sweep of melody! What harmonies 
never listened to before! And this new \vorld of' music has 
come by a noble scorn of established dogmas. 

Thus Infidelity, by its spirit, is a lasting benefit to man, and 
we see its splendid results in truth, in morality, and in art. Its 
fruits are many and manifold. 

The Infidel loses his life to-day, but he finds it to-morrow. 
The \>W:0rld's outcasts become in the hereafter its mightiest -gods. 

They who serve the present flout at him who serves the future, 
but the Infidel will not curse them in return. All he asks is the 
privilege to think and to give to their children the benefits of his 
earnest toil. 

The true Infidel is he who accepts no finality. He will always 
inquire, for he will always believe that there is a new and better 
way. Infidelity, therefore, is not a passing phase of humanity, 
but a permanent necessity. There must be eternal search and 
eternal questioning. We cannot be wound up like a clock and 
set agoing right every morning, however nice such an operation 
might be. We must guess our way and forever make' mi~takes 
and forever rectify with new and vaster outlooks. . 

No matter how good or true our opinions may be to-day, we 
must hold them in the spirit of inquiry. \Ve must hold them as 
living and not as dead; if living, then we must hold them as sub
ject to change, for change is one of the laws of life. 1£ we live 
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not then we change not, if we change not then we live not; and 
if our opinions change not then are they lifeless, and if lifeless 
let them be buried. That which changes not is already in its 
grave-clothes. Somebody.blamed a philospher for changing his 
mind. "Why," said he, "that is the difference between a man 
and a jackass." A jackass can't change his mind, but a man 
can. It is a human privilege. 

If the time ever comes when the opinions we set forth to-day 
are formulated into a creed to be imposed, without questioning, 
on humanity, then I hope some glorious Infidel in the far future 
will come along and smash them to pieces. We wish the 
opinions we express to be forever questioned. In that way only
will their real worth be forever illustrious. I always expect to 
b~ an Infidel, because I always expect to ask questions. 

I rejoice in the empi re that has been won by the perpetual 
,doubts of man. 

The old Roman, when he looked upon his country's magnifi
cent conquest sand m~jestic power, was proud indeed to say, "I 
am a Roman citizen." 

And when I look upon the empire of Infidelity, blazing along 
the track of human progress, revealing new continents with fresh 
and golden fruits, fountains of joy and heights "Of splendor, then 
indeed am I proud to say, "I am an Infidel." S. P. PUTNAM. 

OBSERVA~IO~S. 
~ ... - - ?. 

.-' 

The California- f1ea'-~i1l never cease to be the s_ubject of the 
poet's p_~t;l"-"'He .'vill also for so~e time,. i~ is ,Probable, continue 
to-fotin the subject of the. ord~nary. cItIzen s pr.ofane sp~e.ch.• 
There is a good deal of AtheIsm In thIS state, an~ m my opmlOn 
the flea is responsible for the greater part of -It. No man or 
woman of sense can feel one of these little devils skating about 
upon the epidermis, and occasionally digging in his heel.s, and 
still believe in th~ existence of a benevolent ruler of the umverse. 
Many a beautiful thought of mine has ta~en wings, ~eve~ to 
return when I have been obliged to pause In some poetic flIght 
to partially disrobe and interrupt the progress of a flea which was 
making its way into my vitals. . 

The appended poem was written and handed to me for publI
cation by a man who was once a clergyman. He w~s graduated 
at an Eastern theological seminary, and came West wIth the word 
of God in his mouth. How beautiful upon the mountains were 
his feet as he sped forward to convey the glad tidings to those 
who sat in the darkness of occidental Agnosticism. The fact that 
this clergyman made an anti-relig~ous address at the Co~vention 
in San Francisco last month, and Intends shortly to go mto the 
FreethouO'ht lecture field, tells the rest of the story. With the ex
ception of a belief in future retribution expressed in the closing 
line of the poem printed below, he has renounced the last tenet 
of orthodoxy and is the blankest kind of a blankity-blank ~theist. 

PULEX IRRITANS 
There's a little ubiquitous cuss 
That delights on my carcass to nuss. 

Oh, my! how I wish I might catch him; 
But of all of the insects or bugs 
That ramble at will o'er our mugs, 
Or cause us most numerous shrugs, 

Not one in alertness can match him. 
Forever eluding my grasp, . 
He leaves me impatient to rasp, 

With the nail on the end of my finger, 
The spot where he got in his work 
(At which I am sure he's no shirk), 
In~erting his dagger or dirk, 

Or whatever he has for a stinger. 

To-day, on the back of my hand, 
As if he were lord of the land, 

One sat in serene contemplation; 
He just took no notice of me, 
That galoptious, voluptuous flea; 
And not in the least did he see 

His risky, exposed situation. 

In the meantime, expecting a bite, 
I raised 'tother hand for to smite, 

Just thinking how sure I would swat him; 
None the less, notwithstanding, although, 
The force of my lightning-like blow 
Was enough to have smashed him, I kno,,:, 

When it got there he wasn't, Dod rot hun! 

As I saw by that fellow so bold 
Myself had b~en mightily sold, 

I sat for a moment quite solemn; 
But soon in my spirit grew vexed, 
Harrassed, and annoyed, and perplexed, 
Reflecting that probably next, 
That elastic, rantankerou9 cuss 
\Vould be vexing my spirits much wuss, 

Staking c1.aims on my vertebral column. 

If ever the critter I catch, 
My brain I will conjure, to hatch 

Some plan for his extermination. 
Just what it will he, I don't know. 
On the whole, I had best let him go 
To his chances of getting below, 

In the orthodox scheme of salvation. 

I have read about a traveler in the holy land, visiting the city 
of Damascus, and trying to find the house where Simon. the tan
ner lived. He was guided by St. Paul, who put it on record that 
Simon resided on the street which is called "Straight." The trav
eler whose name wa~ Twain, found the street remarkably crooked. 
He 'therefore concluded that the term "straight" was used ir0ni
cally, and credited St. Paul with the only humorous remark to be 
found in the Bible. This is a 'mistake. \Ve have all read about 
the man who looked into the muzzle of a gun, and the result of 
whose experiment is brie~y re!ated. in ~he words, ".His fu~eral 
was numerously attended.· 1 hat Joke IS not found 10 the BIble, 
but there is one in 2 Chronicles xvi, 12, 13, just like it. It refers 
to Asa, and says, tersely, "In his disease he sought" the physicians. 
And Asa slept Wllh his fathers." St. Paul or any other modern 
humorist has not been able to improve on the delicate sarcasm 
of that remark. 

A ROMANCE OF THE IXEFFABLE YET-TO-BE. 
When Etheldina Perkins entered this life her mother departed 

it. Etheldina was too young to realize the gravity of the situa
tion when they held her up to re.:.eive the mother's last glance of 
affection and to hear her last words. which were as follows: "In 
heaven 1 shallmeel my babe agazn." 

So the old lady passed, and Etheldina picked up her hand and 
played it. At the age of eighteen she accepted her first offe.r of 
marriage. The young man was not robust, nor prepossessmg, 
but he had an affection for her, was a Sunday-school teacher, anj 
was not hearty enough to be bad. Besides, Etheldina dreaded 
to become an old maid, and thought it best not to take any risks 
on everlasting things. So they were joined economically, but 
securely, in the bonds of wedlock. . Marriage did not diminish 
the husband's affection, but his health failed rapidly, and almost 
before the bloom was off his wedding clothes, and ~vhile his wife 
was still an interesting curiosity to him, he slipped his wind and 
passed on. His last words were: "In heaven I shall meet my 
bloomIng bride agazn." 

But Etheldina's husband had not lived in vain, 'and ere he lay 
many months in a coffin, the same minister who performed the 
weddinO' ceremony was called upon to christen his p'osthumous 
son. I~ is not our province to give an autobiography of the son 
or of Etheldina. We would only say that she clung to life tena
ciously, and outlived her boy, who died at the age of sixty, and 
crossed the Jordan. He had loved his mother dearly, and this 
was his last uttelance: "In heaven I shall see her aged and angel 
face once more." 

Twenty years later. The scene changes. We are now in heaven. 
Waiting just inside the pearly gates are three persons. The first 
is a young woman; the second is a young man, and the third is 
a gray-haired patriarch of sixty. They are Etheldina's mother, 
husband, and son, but as neither knew either of the others on 
earth, they are not aware of their relationship. Yet they enter 
into conversation. The white haired son of Etheldina addresses 
Etheldina's maternal parent, who is his grandmother, and says: 
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"My daughter, whom await you?" And she n.plies : 
"A baby girl, too sweet for anything." 
"And you, my son," he asks of the young man, who, he is una

w~e, is his father, "what denizen of the earth would you greet, if 
yuu could ?" The yOl!ng Il1in, Etheldina's consumptive hus
band, answers: 

"My blooming bride, and the babe she bore me after my body 
was dead." . 

Ting-a-ling! ding-dong I whang-bang! crash! The gates 
fly open to the sound of trumpets and the dulcet strains of ce
lestial kazoos. A saint has come to her reward and to join the 
loved ones gone before. All eyes upon the gat~way hang.· The 
figure of an old woman draws near. It is Etheldina, aged ninety
nine. She approaches the trio whom we have described; her 
eye rests upon the man of sixty, and she totters to his breast, cry
ing, "My son, my son!" He holds her at arms' length, and 
muses: "I had a mother who looked like her, but she was not so 
old, so wrinkled, so decrepi~. 'VeIl," addressing the ancient fe
male, "y.:m may be my mother, but I am s~mewhat disappointed 
in your appearance." 

Etheldina, the aged, turned to the young man, and would 
have clasped his neck, saying, "Greet me, my husband!" but he 
pushed her withered arms away, and said, "I do not recognize 
you. Your countenance is unfamiliar. I had a bride, but she 
was young and blooming. I have waited all these years for her 
and cannot accept the substitute." 

The old man looked on, and murmured, "Well, I'll be shot! 
If the old lady's eyes do not deceive her that' youngster is my 
father. I object." 

So Etheldiria sought the young woman, and pleaded: "There 
is none to welcome me among my kindred; will not you, a 
stranger, at least give me your sympathy?" Then her tone changed 
to one of surprise. "On earth," she remarked, "I cherished a 
miniature of my angel mother who died when I was born. It 
~as t?,e living likeness of yourself. Tell me, is your name Per
kms? J 

" It is," responded the young woman. "It is Rachel Perkins, 
and I resided at Molunkus, Maine, United States of America." 

"Then you are," cried Etheldina, " you are the mother who 
gave her life for ~e." And she made a break for the maternal 
bosom. 

But Rachel, too, drew away. "No," she said, "the daughter 
whom I await was a beautiful babe, too sweet for anything. You 
are a healthy looking orphan." 

Ani the old man ejaculated: "I am blowed! This kittenish 
creature, who call~ herself Rachel, is my grandmother!" 

And the young man said, "Rachel is my mother-in-law. I 
lived happily on earth without a mother-in-law, and among the 
im proved conditions of this locality I will try to exist a while 
longer without taking one on board." 

Thus the four people who were bound on earth by the ties of 
affection met in heaven as strangers. The young man swore by 
the sacred river that he did not propose to have a wife old enough 
to be his great grandmother. He would, of the two, prefer the 
mother-in-law. . 

The young wom:m said it would be a fine commentary on her 
age to introduce to her friends a daughter turned ninely-nine. 

The old man declared with emphasis that no boy of twenty
five could pass himself off on h£m as his father, and set himself 
up over his elders-not if he knew it. As for Rachel, his grand
mother, when hefeh like adopting a female child to bring up he 
might think of her. . 

..The aged Etheldina, for want of consolation, wished she were 
d ~ad, and then, when she remembered that she was dead, grieved 
that she had ever been born. Said she: "I was comparath'ely 
happy on earth, despite its grief and death. I never knew my 
mother, so I did not weep for her. When my husband died I 
wore the widow's weeds, and my sorrow wore out with them. 
My son was with me three score years ere he passed on, yet time 
reconciled me to losing him, and I was glad to live and contented 
to die. Life is like everything else, one may have too much of 
it. This heavenly addition is what I call a superfluity." 

Here Etheldina wept outright; Rachel joined her, and both 
men used language unbecoming angels. 

"Move on, move on!" said an archangel in brass buttons, "you 
are obstructing the thoroughfare." So with tears and execrations 
they passed along to join the great host of the disappointed. And 
on all sides of them there was the sound of wailing and gnash
ing of teeth. Everywhere other Rachels were weeping for their 
children, and would not be comforted. M. 

HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The coinage of all the U. S. mints last year amounted to 
$65,318,615.--Mrs. Cleveland has written to Mrs. Anna Ken
dall, of Pomona, that a box of oranges Mrs. Kendall sent her 
were the finest she ever saw.--Moody is at Santa Cruz, endeav
oring to work up a revivaI.--The seven weeks' drought in this 
state was broken last S.lturday by copious rains.--Henry 
Holmes, a member of the Salvation Army in Sacramento, was 
arrested February 22, on a charge of rape upon his nine-year old 
daughter. Holmes's wife is the complainant. Other complica
tions add to the horrible nature of the crime. Holmes admit.:; 
his guilt.--Judge O'Connor, of San Jose, who gave $50,000 to 
the Catholic University at vVashington, has been blessed by the 
pope with the apostolic benediction.-·-A Southern Pacific train 
was robbed by highwaymen last Friday, near Pixley station. The 
robbers blew open the express car and shot one passenger dead. 
--An item of $250,000 for dynamite guns for San Francisco 
harbor will be inserted in the army appropriation bill.--Says the 
Examiner of Feb. 22: An unconventionally dressed man named 
Rev. K N. Experidein, who says that he was born at Jerusalem, 
and is a Bulgarian monk, arrived at Oakland with a horse, buggy, 
and tent yesterday. He is a man of remarkable powers of en
dunnce, a cosmopolitan, and a man of vast erudition. He pur
poses to speak on the streets.--James C. Flood, the California 
millionaire, tiied at Heidelberg, Germany, February 2 I, of Bright's 
disease of the kidneys. He was 62 years old.--Governor Wa
terman recommends the destruction of the seals which inhabit 
the rocks in front of the Cliff House, and Adolph SUlra has writ
ten him a protest. The seals are certainly an attractive feature 
of the cliffs.--Dr. Bliss, Garfield's physician, died February 21. 

--The Chinatown police squad was arrested the other day for 
bribery. The corruption in this quarter has long been the sub
ject of scandal.--The town of Guerneville, Sonoma county, 
was almost entirely destroyed by fire onthe 20th. Loss, $2Sq,000. 

Four new states have been admitted to the Union, North 
and South Dakota, Washington, and Montana.--Mormon mis
sionaries have been flogged and nearly murdered in Dubois 
county,Ind.--General Harrison has gone to Washington to 
prepare for his inauguration as president.--The body of the 
twenty-third victim of the recent hotel fire at Hartford, Conn., 
has been removed from the ruins.--The "White Caps" have 
broken out again in Indiana. Their last inf~mous exploit was 
to ta'r and feather a woman.--The East has had another cold 
snap. The thermometer went from 20 to 40 below zero in New 
York last Saturday.--Senators Blackburn, of Kentucky, and 
Chandler, of New Hampshire, had an altercalion in the ~enate 
one day last week, and Blackburn pulled Chandler out of hIS seat 
by the ear.--A Catholic priest of Ba!timore is accused of Ill:ar
rying one woman to another. The object of such a proceedIng 
is unknown. 

Four German ironclads have been ordered to Samo:l, but it 
will take them three months to get there.--Prince Rupert, eld
est son of Prince Ludwig, of Bavaria, heir to the Bavarian thron e, 
is insane.--The American base ball teams played before the 
nobility of Rome last Saturday.--Chile has p~ssed a law ex
cludinCT Chinese, but will welcome all other forelgners.--Car
dinal Gibbons has made public the text of his letter of February 
I I to the Pope, on behalf of the Catholic hiera.rchy ~f t?e l!nited 
States. It is full of expressions of sympathy With hIm m hIS loss 
of temporal power and the restricti.ons placed upon him by the 
Italian government, and the latter IS roughly denounced. 

• W. F. JAMIESON is lecturing and debating in . Iowa. He in
vites the clergy everywhere to debate. He may be addressed, 
Irwin, Iowa. 
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ON IMPARTIAL TAXATION. 

President \Vestbrook, of the American Secular Union, has addressed the 
following letter to the members of the Pennsylvania legislature: 

The subject of a new revenue law is soon to come before your 
honorable body, and I venture to call your attention to a few 
points bearing uponthis subject. 

Thirty-eight years ago the commissioners of the county of Phil
adelphia, aided by the city solicitor, presented to our state legis
lature a memorial upon the subject of the laws exempting certain 
property from taxation. The amount of property then exempt in 
thi5 county, at a very low nominal valuation, was set down at 
$10,586,4 15. According to well-known figures, found in official 
reports of the United States, regarding the average annual increase 
.of the value of church properly, these figures would now prob
ably reach $50,000,000 or more. The amount of property now 
exempt from taxation in our entire state probably exceeds $200,

000,000, and might reach $300,000,000. I have no official 
figures on this subject from our commonwealth, but I notice that 
in New York the State Board of Assessors estimate .the amount 
of property in that state exempt from taxation as exceeding 
$500,000,000, and in Pennsylvania the figures cannot be very 
much,less. ' 

Allow me, gentlemen, to call your attention to the following 
suggestions: 

1. Our existing laws exempting church property from taxation 
undoubtedly conflict with the third section of our bill of rights, 
which provides th3:t "no man can of right be compelled to attend, 
erect, or support any place of worship, or to maintain any minis
try against his consent." . 

The exemption of church property from taxation virtually com
pels ta.x-payers to support, against their consent, all places of 
religious worship so exempt. True, this is done indirectly, but 
the result is the same as if the tax-payer were compelled by 
direct legislation to support churches with which he may have no 
sympathy arid whose dogmas he may abhor. He is compelled 
to contribute to church support just as much as his own tax is 
increased in consequence of the exemption of church property 
from taxation. If these unjust tax-laws are continued, tax-payers 
should carry their grievances to the courts for judicial relief, and 
sooner or later it will be done. 

II. Our present laws exempting certain property from taxation 
are unjust and oppressive, and should be repealed. They impose 
a tax on the many for the benefit of the few, and practically, in 
som e instances, on the poor for the benefit of the rich. I t is said 
that property exempted from taxation is public property devoted 
to the public good. This is only in part true. Moreover, multi
tudes of tax-payers not only do not believe that the dominant 
churches teach a sound morality, but instead certain dogmas of 
the dark ages which logically have an immoral tendency. 

The Rev. Dr. Wayland, in his Political Economy, well says: 
All that religious societies have toask of the civil government is the same 

privileges for transacting their own affairs which societies of every other 
sort possess. This they have a right to demand, not because they are 
religious societies, but becaus:! the exercise of religion is an innocent 
mode of pursuing happiness. If it happen accidentally that others are 
henefited, it does not follow that they are obliged to pay for this benefit. 
It cannot be proved that the Christian religion needs the support of civil 
government, since it has existed and flourished when entirely deprived of 
this !?upport. 

If the old American.axiom be true, that" where there is no 
representation there should be no taxation," it is equally true that 
property exempted from taxation is nO.t entitled to protection. 
As has been shown, tax-payers are not only "compelled" to "sup
port" instituti~ns and societies which. pay not a dime for the 
maintenance of municipal and state authorities for preserving life 
and property, but they are liable to a further special tax to pay 
to exempt property-holders for property destroyed Or injur~d by 

a mob orriot. . Of this injustice-Philadelphia and P;ttsbu:g have 
had more than one example. 

No system can be just based upon a principle of injmtice. A 
religion that is true does riot need pecuniary aid from the ~tate, 
directly or indirectly. The- church· would' grow in pub:ic es
teem if it would voluntarily practice justice and right and refuse 
to accept state aid through tax laws which violate every principle 
of equity and honesty. 

Senators and· representatives of this great commonwealth, the 
question of the taxation of church property has got to be met 
soon, and you might as· well deal with it now while you are wrest
ling with the important subject of taxation. President Grant, in 
his message (1875), thus treated this subject: 

In connection with this important question, I would also call yon at
tention to the importance of correcting an evil that, if permitted to con· 
tinue, will probably cause great trouble in our land before the close or 
the nineteenth cen~ury. It is the acquisition of vast amounts of untaxed 
church property. In 1850, I believe, the church property of the United 
States, which paid no tax, municipal or state, amounted to $87,000,000. 
In J860 the amount had doubled. In 1870 it was $354.483,587. By 
1900, without.a check, it is safe to say, thi~ property will reach a sum 

... exceeding $3,000,000,000. So vast a sum, receiving all the protection 
and benefits of government, without bearing its proportion of the burdens 
and expenses of the same, will not be looked upon acquiescently by those 
who have to pay the taxes. In a growing country, where real estate en
hances so rapidly with time as in the United States, there is scan;ely a 
limit to the wealth that may be acquired by corporations, religious or 
otherwise, if allowed to retain real estate without taxation. The contem
plation of so vast a property as here alluded to, without taxation, may 
lead to sequ~stration without constit~tional authority, and through blood. 
I would suggest the taxation of all property equally. 

President Garfield put on record a similar voice of warning; 
In Congress, June 22, 1874, he said: 

The divorce between church and state ought to be absolute. It ought 
to be so absolute that no church property anywhere, in any state, or in 
the nation, should be exempt from equal taxation; for if you exempt the 
property of any church organization, to that extent you impose a tax upon 
the whole community. 

The bId Democratic party, true to the principles of Thomas 
. Jefferson, declared in its national conventions of 1876, 1880, and 

1884 against everything looking to a virtual union of church and 
state, and the Republican party has explicitly and repeatedly done 
the same thing. Will not our statesmen of all political parties 
in our grand old Keystone commonwealth examine this subject 
of impartial taxation and promptly wipe out the public wrong of 
the exemption Qf church property from equal taxation with other 
property? The people are ready for such a reform, and if not 
voluntarily made by- our legislature the vox PfJpulz" will soon be 
heard in no uncertain tones. 

RICHARD BRODHEAD WESTBROOK. 

Philadelphia, February 12,1889. 

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL CASE. 

Judge Horton decided this morning that no injunction could issue re
straining the Board of County Commissioners from executing a contract 
with St. Mary's Training School for the care of dependent. boys. The 
suit was begun by Edward A. Stevens,' as a taxpayt:r, who claimed that 
the school was a sectarian institution under the control of the Catholic 
church, and to pay such an institution public money, for any purpose, 
w~s in contravention of the constitution of Illinois. The school presented 
a bill of $2343 to the county, and also solicited a renewal of the contract 
for another year by which the' county would pay it $7 a head for each 
boy per month. The judge said that the averment that the school was 
such that .the payments of public funds would be in violation of the con
stitution was made in the bill, but that was not sufficient to sustain an 
injunction. There was no averment that any warrant had been drawn on 
the county treasurer, or any appropriation made by the county board 
which he might pay if disposed, and the court had no power to enjoin the 
board from exercising the authority and discretion vested in it by the con
stitution. Nor could the court, o!} the complainant's allegation that they 
believed the board would do so and so, and assume or presume that the 
board, in the exercise of such authority and discretion, would do an ille
gal act. The 'county board was a co.ordinate branch of government, and 
the court could not interfere to divest or control its action in the future. 
Neither was there any reason why the court should restrain the school 
from presenting a claim to the board whether it was sectarian or not. It 
would have to assume that the board was about to do an illegal act, and 
it could not do that. There was no averment that any warrant had been 
drawn against the county treasurer, and hence to enjoin him again involved 
the same assumption, viz., that the county board would do an illegal 
act. The court said the bill was prematurely filed and dismissed it. He 
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iplimated that payment to the school could only b'.! enjoined after payment 
was ~rdered by the county board. The complainants appealed.-Chicago 
Evenmg Journal. 

HORTON "HAD TO." 

I was informed that when Judge Tuthill made his silly decision 
a year ago in a similar case, a friend in the legal fraternity was 
so surprised that he inquired why in the world he had made such 
a fool of himself. - He testily answereJ, "I had to;" and broke 
away from his questioner. The Romish church works in such 
mysterious ways its wonders to perform, and Horton "had to." 
If this decbion was any criterion of the court's legal acumen we 
should think be did .not know enough to "pound sand in rat 
holes," as it were. Horton assumes the injunction \vas prerIl'l
ture, as the court had not acted upon the bill; had not a chance 
to exercise its discretion. Yet they have contracted with the 
Feehanville school for years, and this bill'was for the payment of 
the 'last quarter of 1888, accruing under a contract for that year, and 
before the temp:>rary injunction was issued the county board had 
instructed their attorney to draft a new contract for 1889. This 
wise and noble judge pretends to assume that the county treasurer 
has a right to exercise judicial power--to refuse payment on a 
bill passed by the board it it is illega1. He has no more 'right to 
refuse ,to pay a bill properly audited than the man in the moon. 

We have taken an appeal to the aplJellate court, where we cm 
reasonably look for a similar bluH: owing to the personnel of the 
court, but Judge Russell proposes to earn a solid and substantial 
victory in the Supreme Court of Illinois, and they will have to re
verse their own decision, if we do not ' 
, One thing makes me sure the Romanists are feeling somewhat 
shaky is the fact' that the grand jury were solicited to visit Fee
hanville (or St. Mary's Training School), for the first lime on 
record, and make a column of a whitewashing report as to the 
excellence of the accommodations of the institution. which was 
duly printed in all the papers. While there is, I believe, two 
sides to that story of their accommodations, that is not the ques
tion at issue: It is whether there is any binding force in the C,')fl 

stitution of the slate of Illinois or not. ,E. A. STEVE~S. 

ROBERT INGERSOLL THE BUILDER. 

In a r~cent number of the North American Review, under the 
title of "The Combatants," the threadbare view of this unique 
personality is again set forth. , 

" He does not build." " Destruction is not needfu1." "The 
destroyer is not useful to his fellow man"-and all that follows 
in the train of propositions such as these. 
. ,That pulling down is both useful and necessary, as a part of 

progress, is too evident to need further elaboration than can be 
furnished by every thoughtful brain the moment the statement 
is made; but of Robert Ingersoll the iconoclast much has been 
written; of Robert Ingersoll the builder, little. I propose to consider 
him-what the world owes him, what he has given the world. 

This view of his character and work was presented anew to 
my mind by the death of Courtlandt Palmer and the glowing 
funeral oration over his dead friend by this most brilliant of 
Ii"ing orators. 

It recalled the last time I had seen the two men together, 
when Courtlandt Palmer was so happy and so proud that. at la~t, 
he was able to introduce to the Nineteenth Century Club this 
matchless orator, his revered friend, in the hope that the club 
might learn to comprehend the mental and moral grandeur of 
the man. 

In his introductory remarks, Mr. Palmer spoke of the fact that 
France had come to know the v~lue of her three Freethinker 
stars, ~d had recorded in imperishable form their names and 
fame.' 

To these three namesj,Rousseau, Voltaire, and Hugo, now h{'ld 
by France as benefactors of the human race, Mr. Palmer added 
,that of Robert Ingersoll. 
. This so aroused the ire of one of the debaters who was to 
follow (and who, by the way, was the same who wrote the article 
in the Review, just spoken of) that his alread." inflamed profes
sional jealousy-for he is a meinber of the bar of which Robert 
Ingersoll is so conspicuous an ornament-that he forgot to discuss 
the subject of the evening, and wade a personal onsalught that 

degraded the deb:lte from the high plane upon which Courtlandt 
Palmer had planned, and Colonel Inger"oll had opened it, to 
one of personality and invective. 

And he, a Roman Catholic, in order to do full justice to his 
jealousy and fear of Colonel Ingersoll, was forced into the rather 
ludicrous position of praising Voltaire. 

Voltaire-the man who spent his entire life in fighting what he 
called If l'Infame "-Roman C.atholicism! The man who gave 
to that faith its death wound in France. The desperation of this 
his Catholic' eulogist can be estimated from this outlook only. 
He asserted then. and bases his article on the same idea, that 
Colonel I nger;;oll builds nothing, has done nothing, will leave 
nothing of worth to the world. 

I was reminded of all this at Courtlandt Palmer's funeral 
where all Christian creeds alike were shlmed to silence, wher~ 
Ingersoll stood uttering tHe noblest sentiments and most inspir
ing, helpful, brave, and tender words, of which the clergyman 
who followed him was forced to say, "nothing can be added." 

I wondered then if 1\1r. Coudert and others who repeat, parrot
like, that Ingersoll" tears down, but builds nothing;" that he is 
sim ply an iconoclast, and that iconoclasts, at best, can do no 
good-I wondered then if it were nothing to free the human mind 
from fear at such a time as this; if it were nothing to give a man 
so truly to himself that he could meet and bravely face the ills 
of life, the mystery of death, with the calmness, the philosophy, 
and the hopefulness with which Courtlandt Palmer died. . 

And I realized that this is just what Robert Ingersoll has done 
for thousands of us. 

There are thousands of good men and women, in America 
alone, who owe to him a mental freedom from the lash of fear 
and doubt, and terrors of a future life, that none who have it 

_ would sell for all the wealth of all the worlds in space. 
Is this 'fnothing of worth" to do for his fellow men? 
But for the faith of such as Ingersoll no man who had a heart 

within his breast, and loved the dead, could stand by Cuurtlandt 
Palmer's grave and keep his reason. . 

There is no Christian creed on earth that leaves one single 
ray of hope for such a man as Courtlandt Palmer was. Not one. 

The" consolations of the Christian faith" are endless pain 
and anguish for such as he. 

His life was helpful, brave, and gentle; but since his brain re
jected all that could have saved his soul from endless hell if 
Christian creeds are true, where is the consolation? Where the 
ble~sing ? 

Is it nothing of worth to free the human mind from monstrous 
creeds like this? From dogmas that a fiend alone could fully 
comprehend and not go mad? 

Another debt we owe to Robert Ingersoll the builder is this: 
He has enriched the English language by his matchless elo

quence, and placed where they can never fade the sparks from 
freedom's brain. 

By the simple force of his ever-varied, eve'r-glowing forms of 
speech, he has com pelled a hostile audience to hang with eager
ness upon his every word, and forced a world to listen and assent 
to nobler thoughts and braver, truer words than anything the 
church can comprehend. 

He has extorted from the believer the reluctant recognition 
and confe~sion that a good and noble life does not depend on 
religion; that morals are independent of belief, and above it, 
and by his own example, and his matchless family life, has 
laid that ancient lie forever in the grave. 

That is, he has compelled a recognition of worth for worth's 
own sake and forced the old fictitious standards completely to 
the wall. 

This fact was never so fully illustrated as in the public com
ments on the life and worth and death of so outspoken and 
active a Freethinker as was Courtlandt Palmer. 

Before Robert Ingersoll had broken the chain, and, by the 
irresistible ability of hi$ own rich nature, compelled respectful 
attention, an honest expression of opinion on so-called sacred 
subjects, the comments on the lile and death of unbelievers took 
quite a different tone. 

The change is simply marvelous. It is due to Robert Inger
soll.' 
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The minds of all who come within the influence of this man's 
tongue or pen or life (and who does not at first or second hand ?) 
are freed from chains ,that held them to the little narrow paths of 
thought and sympathy laid out by mental pigmies, who, clinging 
still to all the blunders made in the morning of the world, follow 
the direction of the designing and the cruel, who know their 
source of power. It is nothing to have done this? 

• 	 He has made intellectual honesty and an exchange of thought 
possible, wherever a basis of mental integrity existed to build 
upon; and he has given to liberty of thought a new meaning and 
to personal honor and dignity a crown of gems. . 

He has laid the foundation and erected the palace of a beau
tiful character on worth and not on faith; he has taken the fear of 
hell from the human heart; he has destroyed devils; he has de
populated heaven of its vindictive gojs and its canting hypocrites, 
and left the dead in the arms of love and mercr. 

Is it nothing to have done this? 
Is it not a building fair to see? 
He has given the final blow to impudent authority, clothed in 

the purple of pretense, with stolen jewels in its cruel hands, and 
has erected a throne for personal dignity of character and indi
vidual development on the highest plane of reason and of love. 

lIe has taught that to make others happy is to redeem one's 
self. 

He has made the cruelty of abused power look so hideous 
that even the Catholic church shrinks from a glimpse of her own 
portrait, and is forced to engage new counsel to defend the 
character she has given her God-or to inv~nt for her a new and 

, better one. , 
He has planted firmly in the breasts of men the fact that ten

derness is not weakness; that justice cannot exist without liberty; 
that love is the highest law, and that the golden rule was never 
so little understood and practiced as by those whC? impudently 
profess to be its originators. 

This in his capacity of ethical teacher and leader; but as a 
great lawyer he h3.s taught his profession certlin much-needed 
lessons as well. 

Fir~t, that professional jealousy may go the lengths of slander 
and detraction, it may even enlist the cruel power of organized 
superstition, and still fail of the highest worldly success as against 
a generous, lofly, honorable, and outspoken rival, who owns his 
own brain and will not sell his mental freedom to purchase a 
clientele. 

He has shown that pretense is not necessary to success; 
that, in spite of creed and dogma, people who want an honest 
and able lawyer do not necessarily look for him in the vestry, 
and that they are eager to place their affairs in the hands of a 
man who frankly says he does not believe in hell and is not re
strained from misappropriating their money or selling out their 
case bv a desire to escape damnation. 

His' Catholic critic said in my hearing that this is all that keeps 
him honest, and that he would commit murder freely if this fear 
were not within him. ' 

Let us hope that he is better than he thinks he is. 
Robert Ingersoll the builder has laid a firm foundation upon 

which his profession can build with the knowledge that it is not 
necessary, then, to lie about their belief in-nor even by silence 
seem to sanction-a popular superstition, in order to succeed 
even in the overcrowded, jealous, merciless conditions of life in 
New York, where the struggle for fame and money makes 
merchandise of the heart's best blood and sells t<;nhe highest 
bidder many a noble aspiration-wringing the heart of love to pay 
the debt of Shylock. 

He has proven by his own life, to all, that a life of integrity, 
generosity, tenderness, and love are not dependent upon the shift
ing sands of religious belief; but are the high-tide marks of 
character. 

That, and that alone, is a building invaluable to the world, and 
places its architect not only as a possible fourth in the galaxy of 
stars spoken of by Mr. Palmer, but as high above them all as bis 
personal life, and the joy and love he has given his family and 
his friends, is above that of the other three. 

To the cause of Liberty and Love he has brought not only the 
precepts of his predecessors, but the example of a matchless life, 

as free from the ascetic barrenness against which their lapses 
from virtue were an un\vholesome protest, as it is from the lapses 
themselves. The value of such a life, in such a teacher, is be
rond computation, not only for the present, but for the future 
generations, who must fight to the end the battle ag<t.inst the au
thority of organized superstition in its tireless efforl to keep 
shackles on the human brain. 

To have a brilliant intellectual leader is fortunate; but to have 
that leader a personal example, above reproach, is to have our 
bible illustrated by the brush of genius, our score interpreted by 
a Wagner. 

Voltaire and Rousseau, with all their ability and splendid intel
lectual achievements, failed to gain a victory over themselves. 

Their greatest admirers cannot defend, with pleasure, some of 
their acts 'as showing an exalted sense of justice toward others 
and of moral obligation to be true. 

Hugo lacked tenderness and generosity, and his personal ego
lism was painful; but Ingersoll's faults-and even those who love 
him and know his splendid nature are not blind to these-are 
never tinged with hardness toward the less gifted nor with a dis
regard of the rights of others. 

Not only his wonderful brain, but his marvelous heart, is a 
heritage to the world. 

To compare his public work with that of the three stars of 
France would take time and di~crimination, however much the 
estimates may differ; but to compare his life with theirs. to weigh 
his personality, would leave the French trinity a long way below, 
no matter who held the scales. _ 

\Vhat Ingersoll is, as well as what he says, is a part of the 
building he will leave to the world; and if history can produce 
his peer, taking both his brain and,heart, his home life anJ his 
public work into the estimate, it has not yet written the record 
of the man. 

No Buddha, no Christ of any country, not even a matchless 
Shakespeare, can enter such a contest. -

He stands alone in history a peerless example of the results of 
his own precept~ that Reason, Liberty, and Love are the highest 
law, the only torches that lead to exalted character. , 

This is the building that Robert Ingersoll will leave the world. 
Match it who can. HELE~ H. GARDENER. 

A BEAUTIPUL TRIBUTE. 

The funeral of Mrs. Mary H. Fiske, a talented journalist and 
dramatic author, took place in New York, the 7th instant. It was 
attended by hundreds of actors, actresses, artists, and journalbts. 
The services w~re simple and impressive. Dockstader's Quar
tette sung "The Lost Chord," and Mme. Julia de Ruyther
"Never Again," after which Col. Ingersoll delivered the follow
ing tribute to the deceased lady: 

My FRlEXDS: In the presence of the two great mysterie~, life 
and death, we are met to say, above this still, unconscious house 
of clay,. a few words of kindness, of regret, of love and hope. 

In thIS presence let us speak of the goodness, the' charity, the 
generosity, and the genius of the dead. 

Only flowers should be laid upon the tomb. In life's last 
pillow there should be no thorns. 

Mary Fiske was like herself. She patterned after none. She 
was a genius, and put her soul in all she did and wrote. She 
cared nothing for roads, nothing for beaten paths, nothing fc r 
the footsteps of others-she went across the fields and through 
the 'woods and by the winding streams and down the vales and 
over the crags, wherever fancy led. 

She wrote lines that leaped with laughter and words that were 
wet with tears. She gave us quaint thoughts and sayi~s filled 
with the "pert and nimble spirit of mirth." Her paies were 
flecked with sunshine and shadow, an~ in every word were the 
pulse and breath of life. .. 

Her heart went out to all the wretched in this weary wor'd, 
and ~Tet she seemed as joyous as though gri!!f and death were 
na?9'ht but words. She wept where others wept, but in her own 
mlstortunes found the food of hope. She cared for the to-mor
row of ethers, but not for her own. She lived for to-day. 

Some hearts are like a waveless pool, satisfied to hold the image 
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of a wondrous star~but hers was full of motion, life, and storm. 
She longed for freedom. Every limitation was a prison's wall. 

Rules were shackles, and forms were made for serfs and slaves. 
She gave her utmost thought, She praised all generous deeds, 

applauded the struggling, and even tho.5e who failed. 
She pitied the poor, the forsaken, the friendle~s. No one 

could fall below her pity, no one could wander beyond the cir
cumference of her sympathy. To her there were no outcasts
they were victims. She knew that the inhabitants of palaces and 
penitentiaries might change places without adding to the injustice 
of the world. 

She knew that circums~ances and conditions determine charac
ter; that the lowest and worst of our race were children 'once, 
as pure as light, whose cheeks dimpled with smiles beneath the 
heaven of a mother's eyes. She thought of the road they had 
traveled, of the thorns that had pierced their feet, of the deserts 
they had crossed; and s'o, instead of words·of scorn she gave the 
eager hand of help. 

No one appealed to her in vain. She listened to the story of 
the poor, and all she had she gave. A god could do no more. 

The destitute and suffering turned naturally to her; the maimed 
and hurt sought for her door, and the helpless put their hands in 
hers. She shielded the weak, she attacked the strong. 

Her heart was open as the gates of day. She shed kindness 
as the sun sheds light. 

If an her good deeds were flowers the air would be faint with 
perfume. If all her charities could be changed to melodies a 
symphony would fill the sky. 

Mary Fiske had within her brain the divine fire caned genius, 
and in her heart the "touch of nature that makes the whole 
world kin." 

She wrote as a !.itream runs that winds and babbles through the 
shadowy fields, that falls in foam of flight an~aste, and laughing 
joir:is the sea. 

A little while ago a babe was found-one that had been 
abandoned by the mother, left as legacy to chance or fate. 

The warm heart of Mary Fiske, now cold in death, was touched. 
She took the waif and held it lovingly to her breast, and made 

the child her own. 
\Ve pray thee, Mother Nature, that thou wilt take this woman 

and hold her all tenderly in thy arms as she held and presf'ed 
against her generoU3 throbbing heart the abandoned babe. We 
ask no more. 

In this presence let us remem ber our faults, our frailties, and 
the generous, helpful, self-denying, loving deeds of Mary Fiske. 

THE INFIDEL'S HOPE. 

Does he then in:iulge in a hope? What is that hope? Not 
that of the criminal who, with the nome about his neck, expects 
to be turned into an angel of God, as one of your own poets 
hath said, "In the jerk of a lamb's tail," at the same time his 
victim i~ where the climate is the same all the year round, and 
no storm doth "sweep the wintry sky." The Infidel does not 
hope to skin into the Elysian Fields on some other man's good 
behavior; nor because he believes in three Gods, or a million 
of Gods; nor because God had to perform the somewhat extra
ordinary feat of killing part of himself in order to calm his angry 
passions, which had been aroused because his first adventure in 
manufacturing did not pay good ciividends. Neither does the 
Infidel hope to have his JOY inexpressiblv heightened by the great 
spectacular exhibition of God's love, namely, milliol)s broiling 

day train to hell to take the folks out on a pic-nic; and he would 
not rest till he had made the infernal, howling wilderness such a 
desirable place that the angels would all swap their harps for 
town lots. 

\Vhat does the Infitlelhope for? He hopes to cast from the 
attic chamber of his inmost being the owls and bats and wasps' 
nests of orthodox belief; to drive away the nightmare of error, 
the mists of superstition, and let the light of intellectual and moral 
liberty awak_n his soul to a new and glorious sunlit splendor; to 
kill out the baneful weeds in the mental garden, that the seeds of 
love and peace and every germ of good may have room to sprout, 
and grow, and blossom, and ripen the fruit of fair humanity. He 
hopes to help clear the way of the obstacles that block the wheels 
of progress; and to cast up the highway on which the car of sci
ence shall speed her way, bringing rich gifts to the world. He 
hopes to hasten the day when the vast amounts of time, labor, 
and capital now expended in nursing superstition shall be mlde 
to support every art and device by which this world shall become 
a happier home for man. While cherishing this hope, he need 
deny no hope beyond the grave that is worth the hoping, and if 
the dream of individual immortality has a ba5is in reality, the 
hopes and aspirations above named can be no hindrance, but 
helps to enjoy t~e companionship of any being or beings worthy 
of human recognition beyond the veil. ]. E. H. 

THE BIBLE IN PAVOR OF DEBATE. 

I. 
A promise made some time ago I now fulfil-to write a series 

of articles to show that the Christian's book requires debate. 
It has already been shown in my pamphlet, H Is Controversy 

Dangerous ?" that no truth has ever beep injured hy freedom 
of speech. What men have supposed was truth has suffered 
when, through controversy, it was shown to be counterfeit, so 
closely resembling truth as to require very close scrutiny to de
tect its falsity. If mankind would examine doctrines, theories, 
hypotheses, opinions, as carefully as they do bank bills, "it would 
fra many a blunder free us." 

Our Christian friends, who everywhere claim the Bible as their 
"chief witne~s" in the path of duty, may hardly be prepared for 
the overwhelming testimony which it gives in favor of debate. 
Indeed, some have unwittingly opposed debate as contrary to 
Bible teachings. They have not carefully read their own Bible, 
else they never could make so serious a mistake. Let us then 
grapple with the subject at once. HComenow, and let us reason 
together, said the Lord" (Isaiah I, 18). 

Is there any doubt that this text is an encouragement of de
bate? Does this talking on the part of one mean a subrnis
sive silence on the part of the other? 

"Let us reason together." Compare thought with thought, 
think, analyze, speak. This is the advice of the text, is it not? 
I know that all preachers have not looked at the matter in 
this light. But they are not always right. They will tell you 
so themselves. I hope I may satisfy their minds in this brocnure 
that as sure as they make the Bible their guide, they are under as 
much obligation to debate as to preach. 

Said that distinguished Christian and scientist, Lieutenant 
Maury, tl In my im'estigation of natural science, I have always 
found that whenever I can meet with anything in the Bible, on 
any subject, it always affords me a fine platform on which to 
stand." 

'.' The B}ble is our ?nly guide." "\yhatever i~ t~ugh~ in the 
and sputtering on the great gridiron down below. He does not _ scnptures IS to be beheved; whatever IS there enJo1Oed IS to be 
expect to stand in line with the angelic hosts on the battlemented 
heights, and sweeping with his spy-glass the vast fiery expanse, 
suddenly exclaim, with rapture in his eye, "Holy Jesus, there's 
my wife" and then O'ivinO' his harp an extra twang "God knew , '0 0 4 , 

what was best for wifey." The unspeakable joy of such heavenly 
bliss the Infidel relinquishes to the Rev. Jonathan Edwards and 
others like him. The Infidel would not be contented in heaven 
while any body else was suffering down there; not even his 
mother-in-law. He would not be in heaven a minute, before 
h~ would pass his hat for a collection to send a barrel of lemon
ade to hell; and next he would suggest to God to despatch a Sun

obeyed."-Watchman and Reflector. . 
Taki;tg the Bible, then, as a platform, let u~ det~rm1Oe whether 

or not It teaches that .we humans down here 10 thIS world are ex
pected to converse WIth each other, to argue, to debate, to contro

, 

vert, to overthrow each other s errors, and help one another to 
clearer views of truth. . 

I feel sure that the Bible does demand debate at our hands. 
If I suc~e~d in convincin?, yo?, my Christian brother, o~ sis

ter, that thIS IS a fact, then what IS your duty? If you beheve, 
with the r~ligious jo?rnal just quoted, that the B~ble i~ ~ou~ guide; 
w~atever It teaches IS to be belIeved; whatever It enJo1Os IS to be 
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obeyed-this is what the Christian believes-what, . then is your 
duty in reference to debate? Let us look at both sides. 

I have known some ministers to represent the Bible as opposed 
to debate, quoting such passages as Isaiah, lviii, 4: Behold, ye H 

fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wicked
ness." 

To argue from that text that the Bible is against debate 
is as unreasonable as to claim that it is against fasting. " Is 
it such a fast that I have chosen?" (v. 5.) Debate, like fasting, 
like speech itself, may be corrupted; but who thinks, therefore, 
that there should be no more fasts, and that speech should be 
interdicted? A debate, accompanied with strife and "smiting 
with the fist of wickedness," ought to be condemned by every 
man who loves the well-being of society. Debate is not quarrel
ing, although some short-sighted mortals rarely express a differ
ence of opinion without creating an "unpleasantness"-impressing 
hearers with the conviction that "such" a "debater" conceives it 
to be his duty to engender mere strife, to smite an opponent with 
the "fist of wickedness." Such a one has mistaken his calling, 
the arena of debate is not the ring oJ the pugilist-a pity that 
some so-called debaters have not learned this lesson; and because 
they have not, superficial observers have had their minds poi
soned ao-ainst debate. It is a part of my pleasant task to rescue 
it from the odium, unmerited, with which, in some quarters, it is 
surrounded. W. F. JAMIESON. 

WAS JOHN A ROMANCER? 

One of Ingersoll's strongest arguments, to my mind, and one 
which had a great influence in "convertip.g" me, was that every 
nation and race of people mlde their religion, hereafter, and God 
according to thdr own habits, customs, and surroundings, and of 
course their God granted them favors and each was his chosen 
people. Even in the United States, though all profess to believe 
in the same Being, each religion endows him with different at
tributes, and all worship differently, thus making their own views 
the views of God. ' 

The fortune-tellers of old, commonly called prophets, were 
much like their brethren of to-day in that respect. They fiatt':!red 
and cajoled, and if the money did not come in fast enough they 
hurled denunciations of wo~ up::m their superstitious hearers. 

But in all their predictions we cannot find any mention of 
thino-s unknown to them at that time. A true prophet who had 
nev~r heard of China or seen a Chinaman, but who claimed to 
be in a trance and see the Chinese, should be able to describe 
their habits and appearance correctly to prove his prophecy after
wards correct. 

In the' "inspired" Revelations we have a wonderful account 
from John of what is to take place when thiS little planet comes 
to a full stop. 'He says he was in the spirit or in a trance, and 
the Son of Man appeared and unfolded, what was to come like a 
panorama. Certainly John had a good memory to remember 
it all. 

But when we analyze all these predictions we find that John 
was simply giving a rehash of what he saw in his every-day. sur
roundings, perhaps colored by a Jules Verne's imagination. 

Nothing in the hot climate of Palestine was so precious as 
rivers or pools of water; nothing so good to eat as young 
lamb; nothing that killed so well as a two-edged sword, or 
protected from as a shield or armor; their priests dressed 
in long robes of pure white, and had seven large candlesticks 
upon their altars; their kings sat upon white thrones; the 
trumpet blew the Jews to battle; their cities had large high 
walls around, and of course h:l.d to have great gates and keys; 
their public documents were written upon parchment and were 
closed with large seals; gold and diamonds and precious stones 
were their chief means of barter and ornamentation; their princi
pal musical instrument was the harp, and the Jews always played 
them, waved palms, and sang hosannas at their religiou:; festivals. 

All these John saw in every-day life, so we find them all in 
heaven. 

IfJohn were alive to-dav, and being possessed of the Spirit, were 
to go to Goat Island in San Francisco, or Staten Island in New 
York harbor, no doubt his heavenly ideal would be different. 
He would probably see angels fighting with Krupp guns in vari

ous uniforms and ships of war; instead of candles, "electric I1ghts 
would be 5ubstituted;' the Heavenly Gazette would take the,place 
of sealed parchment documents; the telegraph and' railroads 
would be there, and perhaps a Spring Valley Water Company 
supplying water at high rates, and instead of angels going about 
thinly clad in white, John would probabl] dress them in Prince 
Albert suits and ulster overcoats. 

But I never could understand why it is that in such an honest 
place as heaven is supposed to be they require keys to lock 
things up and have to seal their documents from prying eyes. 

And then their warfare! The Jews fought, so of course the 
angels must. In one chapter of Revelations we have a vivid ac
count of the 'agony the poor devils were in for want of water, and 
how piteously they called upon the rocks to fall upon and kill . 
them. Of no use, they could not die twice. 

Then we get an account of the devils getting into heaven, and 
, after a lively tussle with swords the devils were finally ejected 

and old Sata.n chained up. 
Will any divine explain why they fought with swords when 

they co~ld not kim-neither angel nor devil could die twice. Was 
it a mimic warfare, or were they fighting for amusement? Like 
plays and novels, of course the angels win and the arch villain is 
foiled; but as so few enter the kingdom of heaven, a person 
would naturally suppose that the devils, being in a large ma
jority, would soon get away with the angels. 

It reminds me very much of a Spiritualistic circle I attended, 
when the medium, also in a trance, gave us a graphic description 
of the wonders of spirit land. Amongst other things she saw a 
heavenly Mississippi steamboat sailing along, when all at once it 
burst up, blowing passengers and all into fragments. Her au
dience were thrilled. I, however, being a little skeptical, asked, 
" But how can spirits, having no sub~tance, be hurt or killed-they 
cannot die twic~" "Oh," answered she, apparently non
plused, "their spiritual bodies came together again and then the 
steamer went on its way!" In that case I would not mind being 
blown up every dar; nor, if a devil, would I care how often I had 
a set-to with the angels to vary the monotony. 

I really think John had larger imaginative powers than Jules 
Verne or the prophet Joe Smith. But as to the accuracy of his 
statements, I quite coincide with Martin Luther, who: on. the 
authority of Davidson, said that he did not consider Revelations 
prophetic nor apostolic and thought it was almost on a level with 
the fourth book of Esdras, which last he proposed to throw into 
~he river Elbe. !here was no objection to anyone believing' 
It to have been WrItten by the Apostle John who desired to do so. 
As for himself (Martin Luther) he did not believe it, but con
sidered it a dumb prophecy. And Martin Luther placed He
brews, James, Jude, and Revelation in an appendix to his New 
Testament as of inferior authority. SINCLAIR TRIMBLE. 

San Francisco, February, 1889. 

On the Trail. 
To the Editors of Fruthought: 

After the meeting of the State Convention of Liberals at San Francisco, 
I took the steamer, Mary Garratt, up the bay and river to Stockton, then 
out by rail to this place in Stanislaus county. Oakdale is finely situated 
on or near the Stanislaus river, in a beautiful grove of live-oak trees, and 
contains some fifteen or sixteen thousand popUlation. The land is very 

. sandy, but rich, and will produce anything if irrigated. This is a quiet 
town and seems to have a very intelligent people, with many fine and 
cozy homes scattered around among the trees. I s(lon engaged the 
Union church, the largest and finest in the town, and scattered my hand
bills everywhere, which resulted in giving a full house the first night. 

My course here consisted of ten lectures, and nearly all were greeted 
, by a full house. There are three churches, but these intelligent people 

are ready for evolution and science, Freethought and Liberalism. I met 
. here Mr. Baker, editor of the Oakdale Graphic, Sunday-school superin

tendent, etc., who is a true rustler and live worker in any cause that in
terests him. ~is help and influence were much appreciated by your 
humble correspondent. Mr. Baker has a very interesting famIly of 
grown sons and daughters that are earnest workers for the good time 
coming -and a good time now. The Rodden brothers and families, 
merchants, also gave me a hearty welcome, and worked for our success 
right royally. Mr. Crawford and wife gave us their hearty approval. 
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Mr. W09ds and,wife,mine hosts of the \Vhite House hotel, are broad
guag'ed Liberals whose religion is "One world at a time" and ever do 
your level best. Mr. Woods and lady know how to make a pJeasant 
borne for the tired traveler, and I shall not -soon forget all their good 
will offerings to me and mine.- May their shadows never grow less for 
a hundred years. I also made acquaintance \vith the Ames family, who 
live just out of town-a mother and three soils who are all true Free
thinkers and grand workers for the "cause that lacks assistance, for the 
wrongs that need resistance and the good'that they can do." Mrs. Ames 
and sons are lately all the way from Maine and are building up a beau
tiful home here among the evergreen oaks of this fine valley. I also 
made fr~ends with Mr. Ackers and daughter, \vho are not on the ship of 
Zion, but paddl~ their own canoe along the river of life, trusting to 
Mother Nature to land them aright on the other side of Jordon. Friend 
Ackers is a full team, a great worker, and enjoys life well enough to 
want to live a thOlviand years, and believes in a good time now. His ac
complished daughter received the most votes, as the most popular young 
lady, for the fine volume I offered, entitled" Heads and Faces, How to 
Read Them." ,Mrs. Ackers I did not have the pleasure of meeting. Mr. 
Sprouls an4 Mrs. Sprouls, who keep the restaurant ,(and finely kept it is 
too) where this unworthy worm of the dust, your correspondent, took his 
hash, with their two refined and highly educated and attractive daugh
ters, were among the many who gave us a cordial welcome to Oakdale; 
Mr. Perry, also, of the White House, and very many others, both in town 
and country, whose names we have forgotten. The lectures were a sue. 
cess and all invited me to soon return. - D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Oakdale, Cal. 

Casting Out Devils. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
Our Campbellite Christian minister, J. T. Sharard, has for. a few Sun

days been treating us to comments on the miracles of Christian healing 
and casting out devils. A few Sundays since he gave us a thrilling 
account of a crowd and rush that followed Christ into a house, until the 
jam caused ~uffocation, so that one invalid being brought on a bed could 
not possibly find entrance. Notwithstanding, his bearers were not to be 

-foiled. Seeing a step-ladder by the wall of the house they ascended to 
the house top. He described the flat roof composed of rafters, brush, 
straw, and dirt, through which an excavation was made (of course 
tumbling dirt, sticks, and straw on to the heads of the crowd below), and 
the bed let down by ropes at the four 'corners, upon the heads of the 
crowd. 

It occurred to me, here was an opening for considerable labor saving. 
As those four men came tugging tv-eir ,load over the plains through the 
scorching sun, why did it become necessary for so much work to be per
formed to render this man's faith effectual? Could he not have been 
healed while on the way and sent home rejoicing, instead of scrambling 
up the wall and being dumped on the heads of the crowd? But the 
grandest feat of all was casting out the legiun of devils from the" man 
of the tombs," who could not bl! bound with chains. This devil must 
have been possessed of Herculean power, probably equivalent to that of 
a locomotive. 

Mr. Sharard did not inform us whether the patient had been subjected 
to medical treatment or not, but it is fair to presume emetics and cathartics 
had all failed. Otherwise he would Jonah like have heaved the monster 
up; although it might have been at the sacrifi"ce of all the hogs on the 
ranch. Therefore, it may be he concluded on this stroke of policy, rather 
than run the risk of b~i~g minus pork, for a year or two, the better 
policy would be to intrust his case to a regular expert and thereby save 
his bacon. 

The speaker, in his usual happy and fluent style, gave a quite ex
tended history of the belief of the ancients in the immortality of the 
soul and in' its progress tn the hereafter, through the endless ages of 
eternity. After death, the. souls of great men or great hero:!s take up 
their abode in correspondingly heroic animals, 'such as the lion and 
other favorite animals; then with a correspondingly downward descent 
through the lesser esteemed animals, as the hog, dog, coyote, and on 
down to fleas and mosquitoes; thus illustrating the doctrine of transmi
gration, or metempsychosis. 

Except speaking a little disparagingly of the flea and musquito de
partment, the speaker left us to infl!f he .indorsed the transmigration 

doctrine right through. Notwithstanding, this demonology, or doctrine 
of devils, is to me a prorOUnt} mystery; therefore I should be obliged to 
adopt the Janguage of Paul when sp~aking of godliness, namely, Great 
is the mystery of devilism. T. l\lcC. 

P. S.-How did the" man of the tombs" hold his grip while the 
legion was being dragged out of him by locomotive power, and what. be. 
came of the devils after the swine were choked to death? Mc C. 

Ukiah, Cal. 

Jamieson's Campaign. 
To th~ Editors of Fruthollght.

I should have acknowledged the receipt of sample copies of your 
paper long ago. If I could find one word that would express the com. 
pound and concentrated praise of all who have so justly commenlted it, 
I Would write that word and then underscore it thrice. There is an in
adequacy in language sometim~s to reprcs~nt our meaning; so here, in 
trying to represent th~ excellence of FREETHOUGIlT, I find that it is like 
strapping a ton weight on one poor little don-no, broncho. Perhaps 
you have noticed that a certain humorist in a late issue of that excellent 
journal, the Truth Seeker, wishes to know who J. K. P. Baker is, and 
where Irwin, U. S. A., is. Well, Prof. W. F. Jamieson has succe::ded 
in making the discovery, and C:ln now give said humorist a satisfactory 
answer. He gave the first lecture of his course, "Objections to Infidelity 
Met and Refuted," last Wednesday evening in the town hall to a large 
and appreciative audience. 

At its conclusion, another was announced for Thursday evening; but it 
was so stormy that we thought the audience would be too small to justify 
a lecture, and so the professor remained my guest, two miles from the 
little village. It was a mistake (·n our part, for a large audience, much 
larger than the previous.one, gathered in the hall and remained till after 
eight o'clock, eager to hear him. Considering that a revival meeting is 
now in progress, and a great effort being made to build another church, 
also that there is no Liberal organization here, the lecture success is 
something phenomenal. J. K. P. BAKER. 

Irwin, Iowa. 

True and Poetical 

To the Editors ()f Fruthought: 
Be kind and be just, 
And ne'er in God trust; 
If you do you will bust. 

Snohomish, Wash.' Yours for the right, J. S. MARTI~. 

The Crafty Paul. 

To the Editors of Fruthought: 
The passage in 2 Cor. xii, 16, "Being crafty I caught you with guile," 

is the same in the Douay version, save one word, viz., "took" for 
"caught." And in the P~shito, or ancient Syriac version, it is translated 
by Dr. Murdock, "Like a cunning man, I filched from you by crafti
ness." The Syriac is doubtless the most correct version. HISIORICUS. 

Why the Sale of .. I'reethought" is Suppressed 

1 0 th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
The pop.!'s Irish who interfe;e with your newsman are only the min

ions of church and state. They want blazes knocked out of them. 
Frssno, California. GIDEON BOWDISH. 

'DR. ANDREW D. \VHlTE will com:lude, in the March "Popular 
Science Monthly," the subject of " Demoniacal Possession and 
Insanity," which forms one of his" New Chapters in the Warfare 
of Science, now publishing in that magazine. The forthcoming 
article will tell how the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Calvin
istic clergy vied with each other in exorcising and persecuting 
the unhappy victims of insanity, and how medical science slowly 
introduced more humane treatment and finally drove back super
stition from this part of the great· battle-field. 

THE Sinaloa Colony Club meets March 3, at 2 P.M., at 39 4th st·. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st~, S. F. • • 
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WATCHFUL' WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined b~fore shipment and accompanied 
by written guaran~ee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b:en established in the same town 
31 years; who b an expert in his line, anu who is not afrai,\ to.sp~ak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\l-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $g; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
C"n Silver case, $Il, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-011ncc! case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ." 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b<!st op.::n-face, dust-proof filled Gold Lase, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 j;!wels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cas~s, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All fill(!d cases guarante~d 20 years. B~ware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO \VETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a p;!rfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce. $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntIng, $33; do.,-Louis XIV. style, $35; in 

• special artistic cas:!s, $3 to $10 more; in I4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, wOEth $35· for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND 	EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S:!lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

" Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Senu line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .75 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 1°'°0 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15·°0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BO-OK " AAYSDR.EADON,. . , of Edinhurgh, Soot
; a arl1llcate of thrw UnlVer:;IUeK, IIml retired after 50 years' PI'llCtlUe. he 

: il-.'he , ,,ur'''' I .. l.rh.c l ...... )n 'alne, nnd t.'uh·ulult"d to rt' 
llt'r·ut.. Il ..:-i.-ly. 1t .. 'H~ 'V , "t:II'UllIg, a .nd , 'ery lnllltructlve." 
Lt the most lJUllu-ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.l4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~l~e~~t!:Q:~ bn::lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~'lIooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~ by whleh tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors. phYSICians, clergymen, crib::;;, aud lItera. t I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjecLB {'SpeciAlly imp01:t nt to. roung me N eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find 1t mterebtill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW,FEA TURE Just intr<?<luced, consists of a fir
lcul ~hn..t •• Infivecolo guaranteoo?"u~~ri~~~i ~f~~·~ft!~~:a't,~ 
war phYlliologiCtll book. ar:td rendering it Rltlloin the mOllt atrract.-ive aDoqmck

selling AGENTS who h:we already found a' !told mine in it. lfr. 
work for Koehler Writt:R: .. I lIold the fir.;t six books in two 
hours... Many agents take 50 or 100 at once. nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£un, M01tJ.hl". 
Standard Edition, '3.~5 l S!ll)le prin~ and il1ustrati~ns..the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 dlffe rence 12 lU paper IIlld bmding. 

JllTBIUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J~rk. 

THE INDEPENDENT PULP'IT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devuted to BY.G. H. STOCKHAl\I, M.D., 

Uberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.5° per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. 
J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. Cloth, 7S cts. Address this office 

and 
his 

Do~tor 

middle
seminal 

re

"Private 
an 

man,. 
be 

J\. "ANI,'iEc}ALLYQu·f. 

• 

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the lll(.st succesMlul (ill
lil'ec ally) as his vracti<'c w;U 
surely I,ro' e. 'l'lle 
treats all thol'e peculiar dis
ea.~tS of young and 
aged men such as 
weakne~s. impotency, &c., 
sulting from indescretioll and 
igllor~,nce of youth. Those who 
are ail.ng should send tell ilL) 
cents for his hook, 
COIlll!Iellor," setting forth 
external App!icatioll-

A POSI'.I'IVE.CURB 

The book is worth 
times its cost, Itnd should 
read by the young for instruc
tiun and the afflicted for relief. 

All Ccmmunications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Euvelope~ used. The bO:Jk spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, Drt. .K P. }'ELLO':S, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY 
t'ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Wa.'1hington National View.] 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind. sympathetIc and 
skillful physidan. lSillliliar advert:sements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press, 
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialift, in hIS linl!, stands foremost 
ill his professi ,n, and the encomiums showered n1»n him 
publicly as well as in private. are liattering evidences of 
the high al'prec:ation and confidence hIS long and conscien
tious (It,volivn to h Ii specialties in his p.ofl'ssion have so 
justly meritetl for Lim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELT.OTrs-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a cLarm. I ~m completely surprised the way
it acts UlJon the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours reSl ectfully. J. R. 

REIIIARKR-The above is a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials receivcd from all parts of the United States, 
from young. middle-aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who ale now cured 
by my External Al'plicatiun. 1he grel>test of all known 
remedies for this claSR of di~eases. As 1 am an out· and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the I.and will give me 
their patronage, :\nd not waste their time and monty on 
ChristIan doctors. DR. FELLOWS. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ........................ >.....S 4 00 
10 liamt Gold, smaa size Badge Pin......... ..... .... 2 ()()
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 ()() 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge }'in...................... 300 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... • ()() 
10 karat Gold. Small ChaIm (for watch chain)..... • 3 ()() 
14 karat Gold, Sma:l Charm (for watch chaill)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 (0 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaill)....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 (;0 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, F('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the revelse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. plepaid, and guaranteed as repre
sented or mont'y refunded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufctcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
.lIlaltila, Book, lv-ffl)s, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 
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TBLEPnoSB No. 655. 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers &. Chilstrom.) 

C()mmerci'-ll Busine·~ and Coilections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 MontgomeJ:'Y St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11; . 

SAN FRANCI8CO, CAT.. 

Pl\CIPlC Cl\Rl{IAGEC(). 
BUSINESS . OpPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLIVER HINCKf.>f.Y, ~UPERINl'ENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 

N Wand S W Comers Kea.rny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order•. Per'fect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. lAS. A. REED, . 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

tir Terms, $2 pt!r year. $ 1 for six months. 
50 cents' for thret! months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

.The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Pnce, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav· 
inis. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So• . 

THE LATEST F4~SI-IIONS 


~~~~~~I~UITS pOR....................................................$~5.·)) 

PANTS TO gR~~: 'FOR ................................................... 35.0) 


. ...•..........••.•••...•••••.•.•••.•••.•........ E/)O 


Samples forwarded on Application. 
C.E3:AS. F. BU:FI..G-l\I.I:.ArtJ. 


TAILOR, 

-101 PIFTH STREET 101

I REMSBURG'S VVORI<S. 

~~~ I F"alse Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 centsPWVI per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

A BRIEI' HISTORY 

-oF-

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIA1V IV, TO LEO XIII. 

. "The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
mfamolls, distinction of being dangerous only to 
those who confide in him." 

By JA:\IEsG. MAOUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp 118 0 t P . 5 Ad 1 

Putn~?l &. rJa~~~~ald,n~~4 ~e~::;S~treet,{ ~:~ 
FranCISco, Cal. 

HIS1'ORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by GIbbon, the historian. Camprls· 
lD~ all t~at rela~ to the progress ot the Christia.n reli· 
don .in The Historj of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
l!:mplre," and a Vindication (never })(>fore published In 
thia country) of so.me passages In the 15th anri 16th chap
ters, by Edward Gibbon. Esq., with a Life of the Author 
Preface and. Notes by the. Erlitor, incluuing varioru~ 
DOtes" by GUizot, Wenck, Milman, "an English Church. 
man, and, other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 pajl"CS. 
Cloth. With EngraviDgL Price, $1 50. 

ROBEllT G. INGERSOLL'S ~ 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the DeclaratioD of l~dependence. Also, the immortal 
document. The DeclaratIOn Itself, and the bational lob. 
them entitled "Land ot LibeIty." Price, 10 cent.· 5 cop-
t., !6 <*ltl; 26 copies, $1. ' 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE. 
I 

::J1,-~"" of the Moral and Pbysical World. 8y &roD 
D'lIOlbacla. A Dew and improved ediUoo. wiUl DOte. hJ 
w..e. 'l'n ~ la oae. ----PrIce, '" 

unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and l\lor
ality; Criminal ..,tatistics, showing the creed,. 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church nnd Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti.slavery 
H.eformj the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jeirerson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
l'rostitlllion; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran. 
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 2 5 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. e This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
fiandsome print. The question is discusseol 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
"unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath durin~ the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l hrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws ~ !'rice, 25 cents; 6 copies. $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny at San Prancisco. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman's. Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889• 
.. ... 

In order to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at the same time to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following 

PremiU111S to getters up of, clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

~~

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL~ 
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S H'ISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

H Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A IllOSt Magnifi
cent Volume). 

Five ~ew Su bscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half" 
Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half" 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSIO'<J, 50c. lIISTORY OF 9HRISTIANITY, $1.50,. 

VOLTAIRE'S RO~IANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PRo'SE POEMS, $2~50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these }Vorks will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

,ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD" 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FREETIIOUGli'[ BOOKS 
PUTNAM'S YVORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by all artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrHs the breath of ,his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Goldell Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 QO. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the 1ivn~ spirit of to.day."-J'Q.4n Swinton's 
P.... 

PrUIllt;Wt;US; t\ r"Utlm. l'lI\:e, Jl. •• It is 
crammed with life, thought and pro'-ounJ emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hmry 
W: Bd/ow!. 

Gottlieb: His Life i or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
woulU be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."-l!lmifUI DrllU Sklller. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTIO~ OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MU~IC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 


COIPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .........•••.•............ $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. \VA$HBURN, 

evere. l\lass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of· the formation and 

Development of the Canon. By Fronson c. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G.Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

Address this office. 

I INGERSOLL'S WORKS'. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 

Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, '12mo., paper, 10 cents, 
SI per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers loa Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded· hy the edi 
tor of the Sail FraNcJScan. 5 cent~. '50 cellt:s 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Obur1Jer. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents•. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper" 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. uTribute to His Brother," "The 
Vision of\Var," "The Grant BaneJllet Toast" 
and "Little Harry Miller's Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, and in large, clear type, suitable for 
framing; four to any address for 50 cents, or 
either one for 15 cents. 

, Prose Po:ms and Selections. It contains, be
sides the celebrated "Decoration 1)ay Oral 
tion," and all the famous tributes, many 
other gems selec'ed from tne spelchcs. argu
ments, lectures, table·talks ,and day-to-day 
conversntions of the author. Fine steel pore 
trait and autcgraph facsimile. ' Price, in 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $25'0. 

Photographs or Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, ~. 

http:to.day."-J'Q.4n


------------------

Freethou~ht. 

A LIBERAL JOURNAL. 

VOL. II-No. I C. SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 1889. PRICE, TEN CENTS 

Entered at the Postoffice at San Francisco, Cal. as Second-class Mail Matter Jan., 1888 

.FREETHOUGHT. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, t 
GEO. E. MACDONALJ), f EDITORS AND PUnLISHERS. 

PUBLI~HED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. 

Address all communicatioltS, and make all Drafts, Clucks, and 
IIfoney ,Orders payable to Putl1am C:r> .Jfacdol1aM, 504 Kearny Street, 
San Fr~tCisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT will be supplied to the trade by 
the San Francisco News Company. 

SAN FRANCISCO, l\IARCH 9, 1889 

THE opponents of the Sunday law bill in California did not 
work in'vain. The bill was refused.a se.:ond rea.ding and dropped 
dead in the Senate. 

I T is feared that Queen Victoria did not carefully read Inger
soll's reply to Cardinal Manning. The Paris Figaro alleges that 
she is a convert to the Romish faith. 

WHEN the new post-office is built, it is hoped that the delivery 
of mail will be accelerated. Something over five days is now re
quired for FREETHOUGHT to go from the post-office to Montgom
ery and Washington streets, a distance of one and a half blocks. 

.MRS. HUMPHRY WARD, the author of "Robert Elsmere," has 
written another book. We hwe not learned its title or its motive, 
but if she cures Robert Elsmere of the intellectual rheumatism 
that struck him when he got as far as Unitarianism, and makes a 
Freethinker of him, her second book will be more valuable than 
the first. 

THE Blair Sunday Rest bill was referred by Congress to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. The California legislature 
put the state Sunday bill in the hands of a Com mittee on Public 
Mor.lls. This shows that our lawsmiths are not clear in their 
minds where such a bill belongs. The Committee on Public 

. Nuisances ought to have a chance at it. 

LAST week the Examiner had a report of a sermon by Father 
Fasanotti, under a startling heading to the effect that heathen 
may be saved, and that even Protestants may indulge a faint 
hope of ultimate salvation. The Rev. Father Fasanotti hastens 
to correct the erroneous statement, and says: "It remains always 
a fact and a doctrine of the church that' out of the church there 
is positively no salvation.' " 

'OLD man Pecci, the Italian impostor who does business as 
Pope Leo XIII., celebrated the seventy-ninth anniversary of his 
birth on March 2. In response to the congratulations of the 
cardinal his alleged holine~ made a grumbling speech in which 
he complained that his loss of temporal power made it impossible 
for him to perform his full duty as head of the church. The 
pope occupies the p03ition of a man wit~ opportunities to do a 

a great deal of good, yet who is doing the cause of progress anti 
liberty more harm than any other man in the world. 

THE dispatches say that during the closing hours of Congress, 
that is, on Sunday night, Senator Blair presented a petition from 
Philadelphia for a constitutional amendment against religious or 
sectarian education in public schools. This is a queer business 
for Mr. Blair to be engaged in. We had supposed that his hobby 
was the bill for instruction" in the principles of the Christian 
religion." 

'CATHOLICS multiply like the fishes in the sea. The Boston 
Pilot says: ., Hoffman's Directory gives the total of American 
Catholics at 8, 157,676, but says that in every diocese there are 
parishes that fail to report. We believe that the estimate made 
recently by a careful Catholic writer in the New York Sun, and 
which reckons the Catholics of the United States at a scant 
12,000,000, touches the true figure more nearly than the other 
estimate given above." The total number of parochial schools is 
3,070, and the attendance 585,965. 

THE complaints regarding the prevalence of immorality in 
Alaska come chiefly from the missionaries there, and Governor 
Swineford says that two or three of these are responsible for all 
the vile slanders upon the white people of Alaska which have 
been sent broadcast through the country. The governor has re
ported to Congress upon the matter, and concerning one mis
sionary he says: "I can but express the earnest hope that either 
the government or the Board of Home Missions may be able 
very soon to find a field far remote from Alaska, in which the 
peculiar talents and altogether questionable methods of Rev. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson can be more profitably employed." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Auburn bears out the poetic significance given to it by Gold
smith. It is a beautiful village, not upon the plains like Gold
smith's Auburn, but among the foot-hills, and the scenery about 
it, of wooded heights and deep ravines and shining orchards, is 
lovely. Deep down in the canyon is seen the winding American 
river, and far off against the horizon flashes the Sacramento, and 
the snow-capped mountains are in the blue distance over the 
lofty hills. The climate is unsurpassed. June days are in the 
bosom of winter. The skies are luminous, the roses bloom, the 
grass glitters as on summer's'breast, and the almond-trees dance 
to the wind with silvery blossoms. One can sit in the warm, re
freshing atmosphere and look upon fairy pictures. 

Auburn is one of the oldest mining towns in the state, and its 
former picturesqueness has not disappeared. The streets are ir
regular and the business pOI'tion of the place has still the frontie'r 
look. But the village spread3 out capaciously, and elegant dwell
mgs and lawns and beautiful gardens appear, and almost in a 
moment the mining tOW'i becomes like an elegant suburban city. 
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A few -years ago Auburn had almost ceased to grow, for the 
mining industries had waned, but of late it has begun to increase 
owing to the fertility of the soil, and the healthfulness of the 
Climate. The once vacant spaces between Auburn station and 
the Hold" town" are now being filled up with handsome dwell
ings and business houses, and the "two ends" are one city of 
about three thousand inhabitants. 

There is abundance of water for house, irrigation: fire, sewer, and 
manufacturing purposes. All kinds of fruits and berries flourish. 
It is the home of the orange, olive, and vine. 

The Sierra Normal College and Business Institute is estab
lish~d here. It is liberally conducted and flourishing. Auburn 


i s the county seat of Placer county. It is 36 miles from Sacra~ 

mento, 126 miles from San Francisco, and at an elevation of 

1300 feet. At the State fair, 1886, Placer county carried off the 

first prize for the best quality and greatest variety of deciduous 

fruit, and at the citrus fair held at Sacramento a year ~go, its ex

hibitors received premiums for the best oranges. 

Placer county is named from its rich placer mines. When 
these became exhausted many miners remained and engaged in 
the growing of fruits, with the raising of cattle and sheep. Lands 
near the railroad are held at from $30 tO$IOO an acre, and 
at a distance of eight or ten miles from $15 to $30 an acre. 

The lectures were not very successful in point of numbers, but 
a beginning has been made, and I am sure of a much larger at
tendance next time. 1\iany difficulties were in the way as usual 
in towns where Freethought lectures are given for the first time.
In spite oEall I have found good friends and much encourage
ment. 

My persistent ally, O. D. Storrs, needed the" seven leagued" 
boots for the work that he has done. He has walked and talked 
almost without end to get the people out. He ~s heart and, as 
"he says, "sole" in the cause. I don't think anybody has put 
more shoe leather and grit into" it than he has, and not
withstanding all unfavorable surroundings he "made the rime." 
He is a Grand Army man, and can lead the forlorn hope. A bet
ter soldier never was, and it will be "forward march" so long as 
he has a breath of life. Not only will he foot the highways and 
byway3, but also the bills, with the same generous enthusiasm. 

The Kaiser boys, Lewis and Henry, are already known for 
valuable work, and it was a pleasure to meet these fearless sup
porters. Through thick and thin they stand by the colors, and 
will always keep things lively for Freethought. To them, "The 
dream of youth is manhood's noble fire." 

I found a cordial and delightful friend in Dr. J. C. Hawver, 
who is widely informed, and amid professional cares enjoys the 
"sweets of divine philosophy." He is' not iconoclastic-is a 
builder, but doesn't see that the church is the friend of progress. 
He believes thoroughly with Ingersoll that" every demonstrated 
fact drives a superstition from the brain and a ghost from the 
sky." 

A. Keller showed me his magnificent collection of minerals, 
for which he has received several medals. The enthusiasm of 
his life is to discover these beautiful treasures, every one of which 
is a testimony against the Bible with H crystal clearness" and 
"rainbow tint." No one better understands than Mr. Keller the 
nature of our soil and its varied capabilities. 

O. V. Newton is an o,iginaI philosopher. H~ doesn't believe 
in civilization, but in nature, in which view there is much truth," 
for about three-fourths of our present civilbmtion is artifice". 
Friend Newton is a believer in the spiritual powers, and that by" 

their influences hereafter we shall have a better chance to be 
ourselves. I have no objection to these spirits that are on the 
side of nature and against theology. 

Mr. A. Radcliff is also an ardent Spiritualist, but also a Liberal, 
and he was one of my most cheerful coadjutors. Ile has a clear 
insight into the situation and is an unflinching opponent of ec
clesiastical authority in the state. 

Freeman of Freeman's Hotel is a jl;Uy landlord and knows 
. how to make his guests comfortable. Mr. and 1\'Irs. N. B. Mike

sell of the Arlington are genial entertainers, and believe in mak
ing this world as happy as possible. Their religion is to give 
to the traveler the best they have. _ 

Mr. and Mrs. Butterfield, Mrs. Bancroft, Mrs. Newton, are 
among the agreeable acquaintances made in this sunny land, and 
so, with the kind friends here, the work, although not as yet 
popular in its re~;ults, is of such promise that I shall rejoice to 
visit again this field of fruits and flowers and transparent skies. 

Our friends at Livermore are now well-known for their liber
ality and progressive, spirit. There is no better place in the 
world for the growth of Freethought. Nature smiles here in her 
sweetest attire, and one can't think much of a "world beyond" 
when the present world is so enchanting. Livermore is in the 
heart of a broad valley which just now has its garniture of burst
ing green; and mingling with the verdant landscape are the 
orchards and vineyards which display signs of "abundant harvest, 
if only the rain will fall. 

My honorable friend, Jas. Beazell, was on hand to greet me as 
I landed from the cars" and I found comfortaqle welcome at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jordan, whose fireside knows no shadow 
of superstition. Hovering around is" the bright little Ada, six 
years old, "a 'picture of perpetual motion, whose childish fancies 
are woven by fairy fingers, and not by dark theology. Happy 
childhood I how beautiful it is, flowing untouched by the sombre 
shadows of the church. 

The hall was full on Saturday evening. Hon. Jas. Beazell pre
sided. It always does me good to look at this man, for it seems 
as if he could bear the weight of the world on his broad shoulders, 
and his kindly nature makes every one feel at home, and so the 
meetings were conducted in the spirit of neighborly hospitality. 
I gave my lecture on "The Religious Conspiracy." At the close 
our almost four-score-old philosopher, whose age is still bright 
with the spirit of youth, 1\1. S. Palmer, recited that beautiful poem, 
"N~meless," which was recei',ed with universal applause. The 
burning thought of the ballad was fitly rendered with grace and 
skill. 

Sunday morning"-a perfectly lovely morning, the skies and 
earth shining with burnished beautyas if I were in the chamber 
of some mighty palace of gold and silver-friend Jordan drove 
me out to the noble residence of Mr. and l\1rs. N. Lueders. 
This farm is one of the best in the valley~six hundred broad 
acres, as neatly kept as a garden. The horses and cattle revel in 
big barns and ample yards and sunny pastures, and the grain is 
just putting forth its million verdant spires; and round the house the 
roses and violets bloom and the orchards wave with snowy douds. 
Amidst these elegant surroundings Freethought finds no gloom 
of ignorance and fear. 

From thence we traveled to the" hou86 on the hill" where our 
comrade, C. H. Symmes and wife, and four bright children, live 
amid an ever-varying picture of delight. One can look over the 
whole valley from this lofty eminence. Pleasanton is glittering, 
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just against the swell 'of hills, and beyond the mountains tower in 
magnificent array, Diablo crowning the glittering spaces. Sweep
ing backward the eye catches Livermore gla,ncing among the 
trees and smooth declivities. A glorious panorama on every 
side, of industry, of art, of wealth, of nature, of splendid sky, of 
teeming field, makes the heart of the ob3erver thrill with delight. 

In the afternoon of Sunday there was a meeting of those who 
are in favor of organization. Enough, were pre3ent to give 
promise of a good strong society, and a committee was appointed 
to arrange· for future work. I believe that an excellent Liberal 
Union can be formed here. I had a crowded house in the 
evening, and spoke upon" The Sunday and the Sabbath." The 
audience represented the best portion of the community, and its 
attention and appreciation were indeed an inspiration for the 
cause. ~ large number of ladies were present, and their support 
anj intelligen(;e will certainly give moral and social prestige to 
the Liberal Union. ' 

I feel highly encouraged with the generous and numerous 
friends I find here-so many that I cannot name them in" News 
and Notes." But they are in my memory and make hope for 
arduous toil. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

AGAINST PUBLIC SCHOOLS; 

The attitude of the Catholic church toward the American 
common school does not change. At the dedication of a parochial 
school building in Pittsburg, Pa., last Sunday, Bishop Kane, of 
Wheeling, said: 

" The great problem that confronts us to-day is the same as that which 
confronted the people in apostolic times. There were schools then, but 
they were pagan schools, and the only way to counteract their dIed was 
to establish Christian schools. That is what the Catholic church is try
ing to do in America now." 

There is no legal objection to Catholics founding" Christian" 
schools., They may _have one or more in every to,wn in the' 
country if they wish, so long as they support them by private and 
voluntary contributions. The infamy of the Catholic movement 
is that it seeks to JISe the public school fund for· the propagation 
of Roman superstition. 

THE BLAIR SUNDAY BUSINESS. 

Every time there is a lull in the proceedings of Congress, 
somebody presents a petition for the Sunday Rest bill. Last 
Saturday night Senator Cameron brought'such a petition into the 
Senate, but it was accompanied by one against the measure. The 
presiding officer hi'mself contributed a petition from the citizens 
of Kansas protesting against the passage of any bill for the ob
servance of Sunday. 

The California Senate has set the national body agood ex
ample by refusing to listen to the second reading of a Sunday 
bill. The Senate at Washington should follow that example if 
the matter comes up at the next session. 

RELIGION AND MARRIAGE. 

A sad example of what religion can do toward wrecking 
human happiness was afforded by a recent tragedy in this city. 
A shop-girl named Emma Bennett, a Christian, for some time 
associated with Emanuel Davis, a Hebrew. They expected to 
marry each other, but it turned out that Davis's parents would 
not permit the young man to marry a "gentile," and he so' in
formed Miss Bennett. The girl brooded over the matter for a 
short time, and then procured a pistol with which she attempted 
Davis's life, and afterward took her own. 

The case has excited a great deal of remark. Nearly all the 
clergymen insist that religioas differences should be observed in 
contracting marriage, but it is generally admitted that the more 
religious member of the family is apt to make the most trouble. 
The devout Protestant, Jew, or Catholic does not hate a co
religionist any the less for being such, but he hates t!lOseof 
another religion more. 

'A GENEROUS PROMISE KEPT. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 

It now gives me much pleasure to redeem our promise made 
some time ago, of co-operating with Mr. Stone in his unselfish 
efforts to establish FREETHOUGHT on a self-sustaining basi5l. In
closed is cash for ten full yearly subscriptions to be sent to the 
friends whose names are inclosed. 

I am exceedingly sorry to see, by your editorial notice to sub
scribers, that many are neglecting to renew as promptly as they 
should. One would think every Liberal would be glad to give 
at least two dollars per year towards popularizing the rational 
ethics of Freethought; and what more practical way can be found 
than to build up our Liberal press? This carelessness of the 
necessities of the hour is another empha~is of the utter indiffer
ence of the many, and should spur the few who are interested on 
to redoubled efforts for the success of this movement now so well 
begun. 

My noble wife was by my side when this promise, which I 
now redeem, was made, and was ,vith me heart and mind in all 
our little efforts to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT. Its 
success and our promise are doubly sacred on this account. 
Consider it as much from her as my~elf, and believe me, 

Boulder Creek, Cal. Yours always, \V. S. RODGERS. 

THE Rev. Samuel Jones, now in San Francisco, continues to 
give utterance to the enlightened sentiments previously noted in 
FREETHOUGHT. In his sermon Sunday morning he said: {(God is . 
no respecter of persons in his love, but loves one man as much 
as another. God loves the worst man in San Francisco as much 
as the best; the most wicked sinner as much as the most saintly. 
Sometimes I think that if there's any difference God loves the 
sinner better'n the Christian." Another gem-it is old but it 
should be kept before the people: "Yes, I would sooner be a 
com'ict than one of these men who declare themselves Infidels." 
According to Christian theology, Mr. Jones is right, as convicts 
generally go from the gallows to glory, while honest Infidelity is 
t3e high,~ay to hell. _______- ____ 

CONGRESS has adjourned without doing anything about the 
new post-office site in San Francisco except to appropriate 
$800,000 to pay for it. This is quite agreeable to us. The 
present post-office is but a few blocks distant, while any new site 
likely to be chosen will be ~ocated a mile or two from our office. 
This fact should be taken into consideration by the commission, 
though it probably will not. 

MRS. ANNIE BESANT is doing a great work for the poor children 
who come under her charge as member of the ~chool-board. In 
a recent number of the National Reformer she says: "I have 
some 2,900 small creatures now eating away merrily every week, 
and there will be over 3,000 pairs of jaws gOIng next week. 
peeped in at one of the' dinner centres' the other day, and a 
right pleasant sight it was to see a second relay of over a hundred 
mites. munching away at good pea soup, with bread and jam to 

I 
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follow. Some were hatless, and their clothes were thin enough, 
but they will face the cold better with their poor little stomachs 
full of warm food instead of aching with emptiness. And there 
ar.e people who would let them ache, because their parents are 
im provident." 

THE officious Henry C. Bowen, editor of the New York Inde
pendent, attended the inauguration ceremonies at Washington, 
carrying with him the Bible on which Washington was sworn 
when he first took the oath of office as president, and wanted 
General Harrison to use it. The general, however, had an old 
Bible that he carried through the war in his saddlebags, and used 
that; over which circum~tance the religious people indulge in the 
usual amount of twaddle. It would have been in much better 
taste if the president had left his fetich at home, ~nd had simply 
affirmed upon the honor of an American citizen that he would 
perform the duties of his office to the best of his ability. 

OUR legislature has just passed a law making it a misdemeanor 
for any person to obtain any food or accommodation at an inn or 
boarding-house without paying therefor, with the intent to defraud 
the proprietor or manager thereof, or to obtain credit at an inn 
or boarding-house by the use of any false pretense, and after ob
taining credit or accommodation at any inn or boarding-house, 
to abscond and surreptitiously remove his baggage therefrom 
without paying for his food or accommodations. This looks like 
a reversion toward the custom of imprisoning for debt. 

SAN JOSE, we believe, has the first Church of Humanity in the 
state. It was organized last Sunday with the following officers: 
President, O. F. Alley; vice-president, J. W. Miller; secretary, 
Mrs. R. H. Schwartz; treasurer, Dr. Bentley. The pastor of this 
church, of course, is N. F. Ravlin, a clergyman who recently 
drifted from his orthodox moorings at San Diego, and who now 
preaches the gospel of Liberalism as re\'ea]ed "through common 
sense. The Church of Humanity starts with a membership of 
two hundred! and with every prospect of success. 

PROF. J. H. COOK, of Columbus, Kan., writes to thank Profes
sor Seymour for his kind and sympathetic ,vords, but says that 
he is not in want, and does not at present require financial assist
ance. He sufiers, he says, from conditions that money cannot 
remedy. 

SAMOS PARSONS has forwarded $10; Henry Kaiser, $1: L. R. 
Titus, $2; A. Derming, $1, and Frank Butler, $1, to start a fund 
for propaganda work through the California Liberal Unio,n. 

THE LECTURE TOUR IN CALIFORNIA. 

It is not possible at present to make. out a definite list of ap
pointments,but the following is about the route and dates for 
Mr. Putnam's lectures." Friends will please note, and those who 
desire his services write at their earliest possible convenience: 
l\Iarch 10 to 17, Sacramento and vicinity. March 24, Pomona, Los An

geles, and vicinity. March 31 to April 14, San Diego, National 
City, San Pasqual, San Jacinto, and vicinity. 

April 21, Anaheim and vicinity. April 28, Oleander and vicinity. 
May 5 to 12, Raymond, Grub Gulch, Fresno Flats, and vicinity. May 

19 to June 2, San Fra.ncisco, Calistoga, New Sane 1, Boulder Creek, 
San Jose, and vicinity. 

FINE photographs of Colonel Ingersoll, obtainable at FREE
THOUGHT office, are sent postpaid for 40 cents; likenesses of Paine, 
'5 cents; Putnam, 25 cents. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr. Ketchum, who earns his daily bread by se11ins copies of 
this paper on the !:ltreet, has no end of trouble. The other night, 
when he went home, some unknown person assaulted him, ,hit 
him behind the ear with a club or other weapon, again in the 
face, on the forehead, and in the ribs, and left him in a b~uised 
and battered condition. No policeman was in sight, his story 
told at the station house aroused no interest, and his stock of 

. papers were sprinkled with gore so profusely as to be unsalable. 
The victim thinks thlt the universe is conspiring to take his life, 
but he accepts things philosophically. A skilful doctor I sen.t 
him to pronounced his injuries not necessarily fatal, and gave 
him a prescription for application to his contused parts. When 
he found that the prescript~on would cost a dollar and a half, he 
concluded he could get more comfort out of the money if he in
vested it in Voltaire's Romances. He had more faith in that than 
in medicines. I let him have the volume at reduced rates, and 
he went home to read and await developments. The philosophy 
of the book pleased him, but he found that his injured side would 
not admit of his laughing at its witticisms, and he had to postpone 
its perusal. He thought a police surgeon might help him, anj 
visited one. The official sawbones, in his examination, hurt him 
so much worse than his original assailant that he got no w:ace 
there, and left in disgust. Then he thought of vengeance, and 
consulted Attorney Chilstrom. He has never seen his assailant, 
to his knowledge, but has his suspicions; also his assailant's hat. 
Suspicions and a hat are so poor material to open a case with that 
the lawyer does not see his way clear to a conviction, and the pro
fessor is so fearful of accusing some innocent party that he hesi
tates to swear out a warrant for anybody's arrest. That is the 
way the matter now stands. A sympathizing friend, whose name 
is not disclosed to me, has placed funds at Mr. Ketchum's dis
posal to pay the cost of such legal proceedings as may be neces
sary, but it is not probable that any will be begun. Mr. Ketchum 
is one of those eccentric persons called cranks' by an unappreci
ative world, and, as iswell known, cranks have no rights that o.her 
cranks are bound to respect. Being something of a crank my
self, I can see how hopeless his case is. 

'A week or two ago I prepared and printed a petition, to be 
signed by the clergy, offering such an amendment to the Blair 
Sunday Rest bill as will free ministers and priests from tte bUI
den of Sunday toil, by striking out the word "secular" from the 
bill. The petition has been extensively copied and reprinted in 
the secular press, but I am disappointed that the religious pJ.pers 
and the clergy themselves do not take hold of it with a stronger 
hand. If that bill passes. and becomes a general law, sixty or 
seventy millions of people will be allowed to sit around idle on 
Sunday, while eighty thousand preachers do all the work. Un
der the circumstances, how would it rio to pass' a. supplementary 
law that no clergyman shall perform any religious services during 
the week? If there is to be enforced Sunday rest for the world's 
people, it is no more than fair to enforce week-da~ rest on God's 
people. A lop-sided bill like Blair's condemns itself. 

The Liberal lecture by Professor Miller, last Sunday, was not 
largely attended, but those who came were quite satisfied with 
the discourse. Mr. Miller is still a young man, probably under 
thirty-five. He is a student of Herbert Spencer, and a scholar 
and thinker. He ought to be encouraged while his enthusiasm 
is warm. New York, Chicago,and other cities have their ethical 
and Liberal societies, and yet they do not need them any more 
than San Francisco does. It will not be to our credit if we allow 
the East to get ahead of us from an ethical point of view. I can
not imagine anything more desirable in the way of a regular 
weekly meeting than can be had by keeping Professor Miller on 
the platform, supplemented with singing from the Cosmian 
Hymn Book, and a collection by Mr. Schou to pay running ex
penses. 

The appended synopsis of Professor Miller's last Sunday dis
course gives an insight into the instructive nature of his remarks: 

THE OLD AND THE NEW. 
Man is a very old creature. Fifty years ago the average educated intel. 

ligence of our race assented to the chronology of Archbishop Usher, 
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itself based upon the middle-age scholarship of "Scaliger and others, 
which was engrafted upon ·King James's translation of the Bible, and 
ascribed an antiql1ity to man of four thousand years. But the science of 
these fifty years has shown this antiquity to be comparative youth. Geol
ogy and archreology have removed man's genesis unknown centuries of 
centuries into the mists of the past. Relics of his art upon reindeer 
bones found in the caves of Southern France declare his existence there 
in a pre-glacial epoch, and an antiquity of 250,000 years. Even then his 
physical development was perfect, and he had made considerable mental 
advance, as much as many savage tribes of to-day. Our own discovery 
has infinitely enlarged the horizon of man's action in time, and the law 
of evolution indicates that the stage of humanity was preceded by untold 
ages of development out of lower species. We have been compelled to 
readjust and enlarge all the standards of our history and growth under 
the guidance of a new law wbich explains with reason and consistency 
the development of the universe. The Usherian chronology, which made 
the creation of the world coeval with that of man, has shriveled into 
feeble contempt when compared with the magnificent reons which geology 
and evolution show have passed since the solar system began to pass from 
homogeneous star dust into planets and suns. The stage of time has b:!en 
so stretched out as to become a large part of eternity, and almost wearies 
the intelligence which has explored it to retain a comprehensive grasp 
upon its extent. 

The primitive man, whom we faintly see far down the lengthening cor
ridor of antiq uity, has left some records of himself in his rude stone tools, 
in the bones of animals that bear his marks, in his own bones preserved 
in earth's paleologic strata. He was homogeneous in the simplicity of his 
occupations, his government, his knowledge and his beliefs, but he held 
within himself the promise and the potency of the future, the power of 
intellectual growth. If he may fairly be represented by the lowest sav
ages of our day, the Australian and the Terra del Fuegian, the distance 
he has climbed the mountain of intelligence is plainly shown by the 
physical increase of the great organ of intelligence in the most highly 
developed modern races. The brain of the modern Aryan (European or 
American) is farther removed in weight, quantity, and complexity from 
the brain of the Hottentot and Australian than is theirs from the brain 
of the chimpanzee" one of the highest anthropoid apes. The dif. 
ference between. the highly developed modern and the primitive man 
is legible in his body, as well as in the vast differentiations of employ
ment, polity, science, art, social 'organization, religion. To track out 
man's history in each of these great departments of thought and action 
is a delightful and inexhaustible task. To know at least their outlines is 
necessary to approximately understand ourselves; but it is the last of 
these which touches us most nearly in its relation tv Freethought and the 
objects of Liberal organization. ". 

The religion ofthe"primitive man was derivetl from his dreams and his 
imagination. It was entirely simple and natural in its origin, and was 
only a belief that the common forces of nature, the sun, wind, fire, rain, 
etc., had a personality ltke his own, though more powerful, to be pro
pitiated for its favors, and feared for its injuries. As men organized into 
tribes and nations, religion was organized into mythologies. As man 
increased in understanding and refltctive power polytheism became 
monotheism, which has long been the religion of the leading Aryan and 
Semitic nations, yet among great masses of these peoples, still tinged 
with ancient polytheism. Eachnation has pictured its own personality in 
its ideas of its Gods, and monotheism has b:!en no exception to that 
tendency. 

The Supreme Ruler has been and is yet to the majority a highly 
idealized human intelligence. Only in the last crucible of philosophical 
analysis is it found that the nature of the supreme power must in ils 
eternity and infinity be unknowable to man, and no terms or qualities of 
the one can be ascribed to the other. Yet this exception may be made, 
that' that portion of the infinite and eternal that h~s become kno.wn by 
the mind in the time and space that it has conquered, are knowable, and 
so far infinity and eternity are knowable, as are the parts of a whole, 
but the whole is of necessity unknowable by the finite. 

With the fading away of faith in a revelalion, proof of immortality has 
become impossible. 'This has filled many men with sadness, some with 
bitterness and despair. Evil has seemed to them to preponderate and the 
forces of the world they have declared pessimistic. . 

But the last word is not spoken. The growth of human intelligence 
has not ceased. It may go as far beyond its present attainments as 
those attainments exceed its beginnings. The average of life has been 
increased; it may be lengthened indefinitely. Many secret doors ofna
ture are yet unopened. Death may become intelligible, or avoided till 
welcome. And though life is cr.uel and has daily tragedies, it has many 
joys and satisfied appetites. Though the old faiths and the certainty of 
a future life have' faded, the great human virtues remain-fatherhood, 
motherhood, brotherhood, patriotism; the desire and delight of knowl
edge, of work, of giving, remain to inspire and strengthen. It is better 
to face the truth than to go backward with falsehood; for "though the air 
in which she walks be keen, man's accumulated experience assures him 
that it is wholesome. 

The speaker closed with an appeal to Liberals to consider not 
only the destructive attitude they must take towards false thought, 
but the much larger constructive work they have to accomplish 
by substituting the laws and system of science and nature, in the 

place of the mistaken religious and social systems, against which 
they contend. . 

Mr. Schou arose to say that there was apparent need of greater 
encouragement than this first meeting had received. Remarks 
on that subject would be to the point. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis and Mrs. Scott Briggs gave their imprcs· 
siom, and Mr. John Beaumont moved the appointment of a 
committee to visit local Liberals and see what they would do. 
Mr. Schou, Professor Miller, and Mr. Beaumont were there· 
upon named as the above committee for rustling purposes. 
They will make personal calls at or about this date, and friends 
are requested to receive them cordially. The next meeting will 
be duly announced in these columns. 

Has anybody ever remarked the disparity between what 
dentists advertise to do and what they actually accomplish? I 
have, or had, a molar tooth that has caused me trouble and ex· 
pense ever since I became of age. Ten years ago I requested a 
New York dentist to extr~ct it. He looked at it, hammered it 
with the butt end of an iron crochet hook, said it appeared to be 
a pretty firm tooth, and thought it ought to be filled. I let him 
fill it. Two days later another dentist unfilled it, touched it with 
carbolic acid, and said it would probably never trouble me more. 
A large majority of the doctors of dental surgery doing business 
in New York afterwards had an introduction to that tooth. They 
filled it with gold, zinc, amalgam, sludge acid, and slickin's. It 
always ached. I dosed it with the essential oil of all the arom:ltic 
spices, with all toothache drops, anodynes, and ready reliefs. 
Still it ached. The other day going up Market street I S3,W :In 
advertisement of Dr. Onion's electric method of extracting teeth 
without pain. I applied. The doctor assured me blandly that 
his method was so painless as to be a pm.itive luxury. He ex
amined the tooth, probed it, hammered it, stuffed it with cotton,2nd 
then inquired if it "ached" me. At that moment I could not .ay 
whether it ached or not. Galvanic pains shot through every 

. bone in my head: and I said I didn't know, but I would like to 
have hiIll apply his painless process and extract the tooth. "You 
better have it filled and save itt he suggested. I wouldn't do it. 
Then while I reposed, thinking he was getting his battery ready, 
he introduced his forceps, crushed the tooth to atoms, and 
dropped some fragments on the stand. He then came back for 
the rest, and proceeded to strew the office with comminuted 
particles of my osseous system. At the end of the seance I 
took occasion to inquire if the method just exemplified W3i the 
one advertised as painless. Dr. Onion replied that the electric 
apparatus was a little out of order and that lowed him one dol· 
lar and four bits. I was relieved to find I was in his debt. I 
had feared he owed me something, which I would not be able to 
collect, for contributing enough of my remains to start an ana· 
tomical museum with. The method of Dr. Onion might do for 
people with· powerful nerves, but I shall not submit to it again 
so long as I can find a hammer and cold-chisel and good strong 
men to manipulate them. . It 

Re my proposed trip to Palestine, or else ...here, I have received 
a communication from my friend A. C. Nicolaides, of Spokane 
Falls. Wash. Let me here say that I got the word re from the 
English papers. It is used interchangeably \vith anent, and I do 
not know what it means. Mr. Nicolaides writes thus ornately: 

If you will accept my preponderance, I will vote for you to go to --I 
as opposed to the holy land. The divines of this locality have consigned 
me to the fiery pit, and I would like to have some truthful person pre
cede me and write a veraciolls description of the place, so that I may 
prepare myself for my father'i mansions. The clergy pretend to tell w~at 
kind of a place it is, but between you and me, I believe they are untn
formed if not untruthful. To whichever place YOll conclude to go, I will 
help to give you a good send-off. 

Thus the encouragement augments. A. great destiny is before 
us. As from Mount Pisgah's lofty height we view the future as 
a dream, we. see a band of spirits bright climb from the waves of 
Jordan's stream. We see them shiver on the banks, in moistened 
clothes without a drier, while further on are ranks on ranks of 
parsons gathered round the fire. We hear no hallelujaas sung, 
celestial anthems fail to swell; the pilgrims cry, as with one 
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tongue, "If this is heaven, what is --?" But I anticipate. I 
am at present unprepared for the contemplated trip, not having 
as yet been measured for my asbestos ulster.. M. 

HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

C. R. Bennett, secretary of the Society for the Suppres"ion of 
Vice, has arrested a man at Portland, Or., named Isaac E. Bories, 
upon a charge of sending vile matter through the mails, violating 
section 356 of the postal laws and regulations. Young Bories 
was examined before United States Commissioner Deady, and 
held to answer with bail fixed in the sum of $300o.--The 
O'Connor-Gaudaur boatrace at Alameda was a fizzle. Gaudaur 
rowed a quarter of a mile and then quit.--The Rev. Father 
Bixie, pastor of the Santa Clara College, died suddenly of heart 
disease, at San Jose, March 2.--There were 139 deaths in San 
Francisco last week.--White Caps have broken out at Arroyo 
Grande.--Judge. Terry's sentence for contempt of court has 
expired, and he has given bail to answer to half a dozen other 
charges.--The supervisors of San Francisco have reduced 
Spring Valley's water rates. The company has suspended im
provements on its reservoirs, and will appeal to the courts.-
Goat Island, in San Francisco bay, will be used for a govern
ment torpedo station.--A conductor on a street car 'having 
refused a 3-cent piece and two I-cent pieces, in lieu of a nickel, 
for a passenger's fare, the Superior Court will be called upon to 
decide whether these coins are legal tender in San Francisco. 
--The monthly report of Chief Crowley shows that 1878 arrests 
were made in this city during February. Of these 748 were 
charged with being drunk, 59 were common drunkards, while 
143 were charged with visiting and taking part in Chinese lottery 
games.-.-E. S. Bentley, one of the passengers shot by the train 
robbers near Pixley, on the 22d instant, died March I.--Ore
gon has a new medical law, aimed at irregulars, which gives three 
examiners power to take a physician's diploma from him for un
professional conduct, but there is no provision which says what 
such conduct shall consist of.--The negro, Frank Hart, won 
the six days' walking match last week, making over 525 miles. 

Harrison was inaugurated pn the 4th, with large public display. 
The following is his cabinet: James G. Blaine, of Maine, Secre
tary of State; William Windom, of Minnesota, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Redfield Proctor, of Vermont, Secretary of War; 
Benjamin F. Tracy, of New York, Secretary of the Navy; John 
W. Noble, of Missouri, Secretary of the Interior; John Wanna
maker, of Pennsylvania, Postmaster-General; W. H. H. Miller, 
of Indiana, Attorney General; Jeremiah Rusk, of Wisconsin, 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

Congress has adjourned sine die.--A party of fifteen Mor
mons passed through Atlanta, Ga., March 3, on their way to 
Utah. They came from Southern Georgia, and were in charge 
of two missionaries.-.-Riddleburger, senator from Virginia, 
was ejected from the Senate Chamber the other evening for being 
drunk and refusing to come to order.--The admission of 
Utah to the Union is favored by a majority of the committee on 
territories.--In the Senate, March 2, Blair asked unanimous 
consent to take up the joint resolution propoSling a liquor prohi
bition amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
Harris objected. Blair said the matter had been pending for 
fourteen years, and all he asked now was to have a vote upon it 
without debate. He moved toproceed.toits consideration. The 
motion was defeated.-General Rosecrans has been placed on 
the retired list of army officers.--Governor Ross, of New Mex
ico, has issued an address to the people of th;!.t territory askinO' 
them to call meetings, formulate memorials, and in e~ery way 
appeal to Congress to give New Mexico a school law that will 
save her from ignorance and barbarism. It is charged that some 
of the "teachers" now employed in New l\1'exico can neither read 
nor write.--At Harrison's inauguration, last Monday, a Mrs. 
Spofford, of Massachusetts, was present, having with her the first· 
American flag ever used. Mrs. Spofford has refused $1,000 for 
t~e flag.--The Mormons of Ogden, Utah, are somewhat ex
cIted over a. movement, inaugurated in the City Council, tendmg 
~o wrest the so-called Tabernacle square, one of the finest blocks 

in the town, from the grasp of the church, which has been hold
ing it. 

The case of the London Times against Parnell has fallen 
through by the principal 'Witness, Pigott, confessing himself a 
forger, and committing suicide when arrested.--It is reported 
that the czar of Russia is scandalized by the irregular life of his 
brothers, and has ordered the Grand Duke Vladimir to resign his 
commandership of the Guards. 

BOOK REVIEW. 

YONE SANTO: A Child of Japan. By E. H. House. Price, 50 cents. 

This is the book which the Missionary Society tried to suppres~, 
but didn't. It should be widely read. It is entirely different 
from" Robert Elsmere," or "The Story of an African Farm," 
but in its way it is a most powerful attack on Christianity. It is 
written from the standpoint of free or universal religion. Its 
spirit is that of Thomas Paine-" The world is my country, to 
do good my religion." It shows that religion in all races 
and all beliefs is equally as good in the oneas in the other. There 
is really no need of any change of heart or of creed to be mor
ally better. Yone Santo is just as good,· just as noble, as a pagan 
as she would be as a Christian. The author recognizes the uni
versal element in Christianity, but he seems to disregard as of 
little value its special elements. The missionary work. is shown 
in its true colors-simply as an absolute failure. His criticisms, 
without doubt, are founded in truth, and that is why they cut so 
deep. No wonder that the Missionary Society endeavored to 
keep the book out of print; but it is a sad commentary upon 
the independence af the American public that a great publish
ing house was obliged to go back on its contract in order to 
placate the inquisition of the Missionary Society. The book, 
however, is published, and is the ally of Freethought. 

The literary quality of the book is of the first order. The 
character of the "Child of Japan" is beautifully drawn. It is 
a flower of genius-delicate and lovely. The story is· absorb
ing. The knowledge shown of human nature i~ deep. The 

. old doctor- is a sort of radical Puritan-a man of the world
but with noble conscience. 

The book does not contain the observations of the ordi
nary traveler in Japan, but the results of the almost life-long 
residence of a: keen philosopher and brilliant story teller. 
Of this book Helen H. Gardener says: 

It is a plea and a protest so strong, so simple, so tender, and withal so 
gentle, that, although it claims to be but the story of one little maid in a 
distant land, it is the story of many little maids jn every land. This 
American gentleman, this gentle American, has done a brave thing, a 
good thing, and a much broader thing in its scope than I believe he him
self has fully understood, and he has done it.so well that I for one feel 
that he has extended. to me a personal favor. In the person of his sweet 
little heroine he has fought for us all-for every woman of every country. 
It is the new chivalry, and we are to be congratulated that the knight 
who breaks the lance for progress and fair play is so well equipped for 
the battle. I would not have it inferred from what I say that the book 
is either a theological treatise or an equal-rights argument. It is simply 
and solely, so far as its rank goes, a story. It is no more an argument 
than was "Adam Bede," or "Bleak House." It is no more a theological 
treatise than the "The Scarlet Letter." but the missionary board took ex
ception to it as it appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, and found means to 
frighten Houghton, Mifflin & Co. into submission to their desires to see 
the .book suppressed. But the story of this outrage is told most effectIvely 
by its gifted author in a postscript to the book itself, and a most striking 
commentary it is upon free speech and free press in this country. 

GOD AND MAN; a Philosophical Inquiry into the Principles of Religion. 
By the Rev. Henry Truro Bray, M. A., B. D., LL.D., Rector of 
Christ Church, Booneville, Mo. 

This is a brave book and a learned book. It is wurth reading 
for the quotations it contains, especially from ancient authors, 
pertinent to the subjects discussed. It is seldom that a clergy
man is so clear and candid. He does nat seem to be afraid of 
facts. 

His belief, however, is founded, not upon the facts, but upon 
sentiment. And this he willingly confesses. He takes the only 
reasonable position which the theologian can take to-day, namely, 
th'lt he believes in God and immortality simply because these 
beliefs are not yet actually disproved by the reason of man. He 
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gives up the demonstration of them. He believes simply because 
he wants to believe; because there is no absolute evidence 
against believing, and so he is at liberty to follow his desire. The 
attitude of modern theology is thus diflerent from ancient theol
ogy. Formerly the theologian undertook to prove the existence 
of God and the immortality of the soul. ·Modern theology 
wisely refrains from this task, as our author does. His argument 
is about this. Almost all men believe in God. It is a pleasant 
belief; it has some moral motive. Seeing therefore that science 
does not peremptorily forbid the belief, but allows "the deep 
heart of man" to disport itself somewhat at will in the realms of 
the unknown, is it not therefore a valid belief? The author is 
not always conscious of this mode of reasoning, but that is about 
what the book means. He looks at all the unfavorable facts in 
the history of the Bible, the church, the world, but declares that 
so long as there is no actual disproof of his belov,eJ do,Sm3.s he 
will cling to them. If one reasons this way consciously his be
lief really amounts to nothing, for God and immortality.ceaose to 
be reaiities the moment one clearly perceives that the foundation 
for tIte belief i~ only in the sentiments,and that the intellect 
gives no voucher. Our author is so strongly theistic in the very 
temperament of his being, that he can confront any array of un
favorable facts without much unsettling of his faith. He can 
afford to be candid simply because his feeling is his voucher, 
and not his intellect· This book is worth reading by the Free
thinker on account of the admissions which it makes and the 
wealth of knowledge which it displays. Coming from the source 
it do~s it is a somewhat surprising book. It shows ab.out the 
position of advanced minds in the churches to-day, but the mul
titude of believers generally will look upon it as heretical. How-. 
ever, the position is the position of every enligohtened Christian 
who knows that there is not one particle of evidence in favor of 
God and immortality ; that the only evidence' of his belief is 
the universality and earnestness of the belief; th3.t it is the restllt 
of inherited associations and sentiments. The pure intellect is 
absolutely dumb upon the question. The only hope of theology 
to-day is in the agnosticism of science. So long as science says 
" I do not know," so long will the human heart leap the barriers 

and build its air castles in the unknown. Dr. Bray is a born 

theologian, but he is also a gentleman and a scholar. S. P P. 


"THE STORY OF AN AFRICAN FARM" is for sale at this office. 
Price, 20 cents. 

SmlEBODY has kindly mailed us a copy of an address delivered 
in Paine Hall, January 24, 1884, by the Hon. A. Schell, on 
Co The Will of Stephen Girard," published by J.P. Mendum. It 
is an eloquent and stirring defense of the non-religious provisions 
of the document which forms its subject. 

J. M. WHEELER, of London, England,.is preparing and pub- . 
lishing in parts a "Biographical. Dictionary of Freethinkers of 
All Ages and Nations." Part I., containing thirty-two pages, is at 
hand. It goes as far as Bauer (Bruno), the German biblical 
critic. \Vhen completed the work will be of the greatest value 
as a book of reference. 

. LO~lS WAISBROOKER holds that usury and land monopoly must 
go, or all freedom must go, and she sets forth her reasons there
for in a ten-cent pamphlet with the title "Facts and Figures for 
Workingmen." That interest is a severe burden to borrowers 
is quite plain, but how borrowers can be persuaded to cease 
paying it, is a question not easy to apswer. 

MR. SINGLETON W. DAVIS, of San Diego, offers the world a 
new religion in a 64-page pamphlet called" Sketches of the 
Scientific Dispensation of a New Religion." The title signifies, 
according to the author's definition, "the supersedure ofmysticism 
by scientific methou, and of chaotic superstition by a rational 
system of utilitarian religion." Mr. Singleton desires to bring 
about a coalition between science and religion, so that the bene
fits of both may be utilized. He has our best wishes for his suc
cess. The author prints and publishes his pamphlet and sells it 
for 2s·cents. His address is 916 Third street, San Diego. 

THE New Ideal Company, of Boston, are publishing some ex
cellent pamphlets under the running title of "The Modern 
Essayist," i,ssued monthly.' No. J of· the series.is an es~ay on 

"Herbert Spencer; His Life, \Vritings, and Philosophy," by 
Daniel Greenleaf Thompson. Mr. Thompson is the successor 
of the late Courtlandt Palmer as president of the Nineteenth Cen
tury Club. He is an able and pleasing writer. No. 2 of the 
"Modern Essayist" deals with" Solar and Planetary Evolution," 
by Garrett P. Serviss; NO.3. "Charles Robert Darwin; His Life 
Works, and Influence," by John \V. Chadwick. These pam~ 
ph lets are handsomely printed and sell for 10 cents per copy. 

PROGRESS AND POVERTY. 

To the Editors of Fra/hought: 

I am sorry to see that a man cannot criticise "Progress and 
Poverty" without being told that his opinions incite men to mur
der, and are not entitled to respect. Is such language the fruit 
by which we may judge the book? Its title, by the way, and the 
statement in the introductory (pagcsS and 9). that" the tendency 
.of what we call material progress is to still further depress the 
condition of the lowest cla~s," show that l\Ir. yeorge has not 
tak~!1 much notice of the real causes of poverty. That he also 
.ails to recognize the right of owners of land to compensation is 
plain enough from every page of the chapter devoted to denying 
their claim (chapter III of book Yll). How can anyone consist
ently take any other ground who hold~ like both Mr. George 
and Mr. Hassett, that pri\'atc owner:ship of land is robbery? I 
'have only to add that the gentleman to whose speech at an anti
poverty meeting in Bastjn I referred, was invited l's lecture there 
again, and also to stump New York in co-operation with Mr. 
George. I do not feel bound to bring his name into a contro
versv which has taken this form. FRED. 1\fAY HOLLAND. 

Concord, l\Iass., Feb. 15, 1889. 

A WOMAN REMONSTRANT IN THE I'IELD. 

To the Editors of R-utlzought: 
Pursuant to the call for action in the matter of remonstrances 

. to Congress against the Blair Sunda)' bill, l\Irs. Mary A. \Vhitc, 
of San Diego, has entered the DeJJ, and in addition to circulating 
a petition-to which ~he has hundreds of sig-ners-has com
menced to lecture. She spoke here l\Iarch 3 in the Louis Opera 
House on "Constitntiona1 Libertv versus Sunday La\\"s." The 
lecture was a good one, and well 'attended comiciering the short 
notice. Mrs. \Vhite has a commanding presence, is fine looking 
and a good speaker, with an analytical and logical mind. She 
writes well, and in a tour through the state, which she proposes 
to make, wiWdo yeoman service for the cnusc. 

San Diego. RAXFORD \VORTHlNG. 

The Demands of Liberalism. 
I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall b 

no longer exempt from just taxation. 
2. \Ve demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 

legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, a;;yluJl1s, and in all 
other institutions supporteJ'by public money, shall L~ discontinued. 

3. \Ve demand that all public appropri:llions for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. \Ve demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern
ment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly a<; a text book or avowedly as a book 
of reli[;ious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious festivals 
and fasts- shall wholly cease. 

6. \Ve demand th~t the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights,Oand impartial 
liberty. . 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several states, but also in the practical admini:itration of the 
same, no privilege 01 ad~antage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and, 
promptly made. 
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THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, LL.D., PRESIDENT. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary .....•••..•••• 241 Wash; Boulevard, Chicago 
o fTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer ...•.•••...............•.. Rochelle, Ill. 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com ...•.• 120 Lexington ave., Ne,,: York 
MATTIE A. FREEMAN, Chair. Fin. Com., 241 Wash. Boulevard, ChIcago. 

THE ROLL OP HONOR. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE WORK OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 
E. B. Foote, Sr., New York city ................................ $100 


E. B. Foote, Jr., " " co ••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• , •• 25 
Hon. Abram 'Schell, Knight's Ferry, Cill ..........•......•:... . . 25 
N. D. Goodell, Sacramento, Cal...... .................... ... 25 
Joseph Sedgebeer, Painesville, Ohio...... ....•. ...... •...•• .... 20 
Photius Fiske, Boston, Mass .....•.....•,.... . . .. . .......•.. ;. 20 
"Unkno\vn," Savannah, Ga................ ..... .... ...... ...... 20 
K. Hellenthal, Pittsburgh, Pa ................'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Wm. Redfield, Stanley, Iowa...... .••••• .....• ....•• .... ...... 5 
Geo. Hendee, Royal Center, Ind ... ',' .. .. .. . .. .. .. • • • . . .. . . . .. 5 
Geo. N. Hill, 'Boston, Mass ...................'...... ... . . . . . . • 3 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis, Ore.... ...... ........ ...... .......... 3 

G.F. A. de Lespinasse, M. D., Orange City, Iowa.... ...... ...• 2 
A. J. Kraft, Grantfork, IlL,.:....... ...... ... . . .. . . . . . .... .... 2 

Isabella McElsander, Eagle Creek, Ore ....................••.. 

L. S. Luce, Los Angeles, ~al ...•..•.•........................ 

S. L. Hogen, Mariposa, Cal. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . • • . •• . . . . . . . . .•. . • • I 

L. P. Anderson, Farmington, Utah ......•....••............... ,I 
Hector W. Haight, Farmington, Utah...... . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . I 
J. H. Collin~,.,Placer, Montana .•.•••....•.•••................ 

Chas; Biggs, Westfield, IlL .......................... ; ....... . 

Geo. E. Andrews, Pleasant Prairie, Wis .......•.•.............. 

Alex. B'!ttes, Gillespie, Ill ................................... . 


A VALENTINE'S VISIT. 

In the third century a priest of Rome wanted to interfere .to.o 
much with the secular pleasures of the pagans, for whIch, It ~s 
ar-.serted, he was beaten with clubs and then beheaded. HIS 
martyrdom secured canonization, and the day of " solemn remem
brance" of his terrible death has, through the perversity of human 
frolic and passions, been turned to produce the very mirth-pro
voking propensities which this saint was trying to suppress. Alas 
for human irreverence 1 To think a monk's bones merely.de
velop more monkery must be excruciating to the saints. 

Wanting a couple of days' vacation I dropped in to Rochelle, 
Ill. and discovered our worthy Materialistic philosopher, whose 
ad~irable articles are such severe specimens of logical reasoning, 
perusing-just think of it-a. valentine I While about to tell ~im 
of my willingness to enter into a solemn covenant not to mentIOn 
the matter to Mrs. W., he took me into his confidence, as I 
will my readers, and gave. the whole matter away. It is as 
creditable to the recipient as to the sender,'and being something 
of a paraphrase on the Paley argument, will be read with profit 
and pleasure by the FREETHOUGHT family: 

MY WATCH. 
TO OTTO WETTSTEIN, ROCHELLE, ILL. BY JO~EPH HAIGH. 

Twelve months ago I bought a watch 
From Wettstein of Rochelle, 

And ever since it's pegged away 
And kept time very well. 

Ten thousand pulse-beats every hOl r 
Ring through its tiny veins, 

And are so accurately made 
It neither lags nor gains. 

The case is made of purest gold,·~,;.
The front is French plate glass, 

The springs are of elastic steel, 
The wheels-of finest brass. 

In heat or cold, by day or night, 
No moment does it miss; 

There is no man or living thing 
Can run as true as this! 

A Freethought badge is on the chain, 
The chain is on the stem, 

The watch is like a thing of life, 
The" charm" a little gem. 

One well may ask which greatest is, 
The watch,or man who made it? 

The man needs food to make him go, 
The watch no thing to aid it. 

Man made the watch and God made nian
That's what the preachers say-

Two wonderful machines they are, 
As all their parts display. 

But ~Yhich machine is most perfect? 
We'll let the experts tell ' 

Which best admits of skilled treatment, 
When sick, to be made well. 

, If man could be withdrawn apart, 
Repaired, and rendered clean, 

'Twould be a grand improvement on 
God's wonderful machine. 

Till we can separate man's parts, 
To clean and then attach, 

The preference, in fairness, must 
Be given to the watch. 

Chebame, Ill., St. Valentine's Day, 1889. 

At his residence I received a hearty welcome from his charm
ing and accomplished wife~ a cordial salute from Mr. Frank ('Yho, 
beinO' in the local bank, acts as deputy treasurer*of the AmerIcan 
Secular Union), the same from Otto, jun.ior, and his pretty sister, 
Olivia. Their delightful home abounds In gems of lIterature ~n? 
the recherche in art, for art is another of Brother WettsteIn s 

. weaknesses. 
Next noon Brother James A. Greenhill, of Clinton, Iowa, a 

life member who has been on a European tour, was passing 
through Rochelle, homeward bound, and was prevailed on to par
take of the good cheer at the Wettstein home an.d u~-reel some 
of the rich reminiscences he had re<::ently acqUIred In the land 
of his birth-of Burns's birth place; of his visit to Abottsford; his 
week in London, and his pilgrimage to the tombs of Darw!n, 
Dickens and others in Westminster, and to other places of In.. 
tense interest. As his friends at Clinton had prepared a reception, 
we had to bid him good-bye on the next train. 

Brother Wettstein's store is filled with a finer and costlier 
, assortment of diamonds and jewelry than is found in an ordinary 
country jeweler's, but, as he is now entirely dependent 011 Liberal 
patronage of the entire country, he '~as to carry a lar~e assort
ment, the local 'trade-though he has hved here over thIrty years, 
has largely assisted in in the town's development, and posse~ses 
an unblemished reputation-having abandoned him because he 

. could not be coerced into hypocrisy and thus into the church. 
This proves how they love their neighbors as th~mselves. B~f~re 
leavinO' I exchanged my Freethought badge-pm for a fac-sImIle 
in a s~arf adornment-something that can be seen. \Vish t~at 
more would thus show their colors, and on our travels many en
joyable acquaintances might be acquired. 

THE BLAIR BILL AGITATION. 

Last Sunday afterqoon [ spoke, at two Turner societies, on 
the Blair bill. No~withstanding there was not the slightest men
tion of Anarchy or Socialism, many of the vile sheets of Chicago 
hwe determined to dub all the Blair bill meetings as Anarchistic 
assemblages. We are getting signatures to the protest. At each 
of these mass meetings my resolution was adopted demanding the 
adoption of a law taxing all church property. E. A. STEVEN'S. 

SECULARISM IN ,SALT LAKE CITY. 

Secularism has iust scored a great and, we believe, a lasting 
triumph in this city, far exceeding the expectations of its most 
sanguine adherents. The quiet,' dignified, and scholarly way 
in which it has been presented by Messrs. Underwood and Watts 
has inspired almost universal respect, and the impression that 
had hitherto prevailed among some classes that our representative 
men wer,e superficial and inclined to treat the important ques
tions at issue in a flippant and undignified manner has certainly 
been dissipated. Many persons of education and refinement out
side of our faith have in the most earnest and cordial way 
spoken of these two worthy representatives of modern thought in 
very flattering terms. 

Mr. Underwood gave four scientific lectures in the Opera 
House in January, which would have been a brilliant success but 
for the parsimony of the proprietors in trying to economize on 
fuel at the expense of the comfort and health of the audiences. 
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The place was so unco.mfortable that it was found necessary to 
adjourn to the Federal Court room, where the lectures have 
since been given. 

Mr. Charles Watts followed with four lectures also, and from 
the first had large and enthusiastic Cludiences. He has a strong, 
pleasant voice, and 'his evident training for the stage has added a 
charm to his oratory that places him amongst the foremost in 
his profession. His language is lucid and logical, and he never 
fails in impressing his audiences with his earnestness and candor. 
He is gentl~manly and dignified in his deportment, and he al
way commands the respect of his auditors, altho:.Igh many may 
differ with him on the questions at issue. 

Mr. Watts has just finished a four' night's debate with the 
notorious Clark Braden. which resulted in an overwhelming de
feat of Braden and the church militant. The religious element 
of this city did not seem to be acquainted with Clark Braden or 
his antecedents, neither were they willing to be enlightened by 
OIle not of their faith, but were determined to indorse him as 
their representative. This they made one of the necessary con
ditions of the debat~. . 

Although Mr. Watts was ready to meet any re;pectable and 
honest opponent, he at first objected to have anything to do with 
Braden on account of his previo~s history and conduct. After 
much solicitation upon our part, however, Mr. Watts consented 
to debate upon the written understanding that he was discussing 
with the representative of the Christians of this city, and that 
Braden should retract, also in writing, a false and malicious 
statement that he had two years ago caused to be printed and 
circulated about Mr. 'Vatts. Both these conditions were com
plied whh. Braden had in his plausible way related to the 
various ministers of the city how he had pulverized the anatomy 
of every Liberal lecturer in the field; that the scalp of Under-. 
wood was now hanging from his belt, that he had driven Putnam 
from the field, that Ingersoll did not dare to meet him, and that 
time and opportunity were all that was needed to chain Charles 
Watts to his chariot wheels. This was quite enough; he must 
indeed be a man sent of God to be able thus to wipe out Infi
delity from amongst our people. / 

The presiding ministers of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
churches sent our SOCIety a challenge for Mr. Watts to deb.lte 
"Christianity vs. Secularism" with their .champion. Arrange
ments being completed, the discussion commenced on February 
19 and lasted four nights. Each speaker had two speeches of 
thirty minutes every evening. 

The first two evenings Braden affirmed, and used manuscript 
that surely must have been written for some other proposition 
than the one under consideration, as many portions of it were 
irrelevant and not at all suited to the question under discussion. It 
was evident throughout the debate that Braden was no match for 
hig opponent, although some of the church members seemed at 
first sanguine. This feeling, however, was of short duration. 
One very noticeable feature of the matter was the fact that while 
~t a meeting of all the ministers of the orthodox churches in the 
city Braden was unanimously indor5ed by that body, but very few 
indorsed him by their presence after the first night. Their every 
action from that time indicated that they were not proud of their 
champion. It was really pitiable to hear him repeat, evade, and 
dodge the questions at issue. He is an "artful dodger," and that 
is all that can be said for him. As one paper stated, "The de
bate . was finished last night. but Braden was finished the first 
night." A very good illustration of the estimation in which he is 
held by the church people here can be shown by referring to a 
lecture given by him in the church where the debate was held, 
the night following its close, on "The Fallacies of Infidelity." 
There were present twenty-two persons, including the' writer, 
The lecture was tame, consisting of the most exaggerated asser
tions regarding the character and teachings of Secularism and 
Secularists, and laudations of the great ability and wonderful 
attainments of Clark Braden. 

We wish to state that the ministers who arranged the debate 
for Braden have the thanks of our society for the spirit of fairness 
and cordiality with. which they conducted their part of the pro
gram; there was not the slightest ill feeling exhibited. and every
thing went off in the most harmonious manner. ~ They kindly 

offerej us the choice of churches in which to hold the debate, 
and the Methodist was accepted. Mr. Watts was congratulated 
bv the ministers for the masterly way in which he presented his 
sije. Good feeling prevailed, and we have no doubt that bene
ficial results to Secularism will follow. Full houses greeted the 
disputants each night, and great interest was manifefoited through
out. M. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 

MR. WENTWORTH DISCOURSES. 

The people of San Pasqual recently held a meeting in t~le 
schoolhouse for the purpose of discussing the Blair Sunday Rest 
bill. Mr. Hiram Wentworth, of Escondido, was ·one of the 
speakers, and the following is a portion of the language which 
he used on that occasion: 
~ow for these Christians. They promised to give us their 

reasons, drawn from the' Bible, for believing the Blair bill 
must become a part of our national law; but they have only 
proved ¥> us what we already. knew-that hunting for reason 
in the Bible is like fishing for trout in a swill-barrel. They 
have. gone back to barbaric times and explored the dreary 
wastes of chaotic prophecy till they have found an old superan
nuaterl nightmare, which they have driven by divine strategy 
into the invisible corral of faith, where she is now being 
groomed by Senator Blair, and will, we are told, after she has 
received the sacred rite of extreme unction, be put into the 
Constitution of the United States. The venerable old beasts of 
the Bible have been put to' the torture. We have seen their 
tails twisted and we have heard them prophesy. Our benighted 
minds have been enlightened in regard to the future of the Blair 
bill by a gorgeous display of prophetic moonshine. These su
pernatural idiots are trying to shift the responsibility of the Blair 
kid from the arch traitor who begot it to the God whom they 
profes~ to love-which I regard as a very fair specimen of Chris
tian consistency. Compared with eating the flesh and drinking 
the blood <)f their redeemer, this foul crime is shorn of its enor
mity and almost ranks as a virtue. The present outlook seems 
to justify the prediction that the Advents will leave no stone 
unturned to make themselves appear criminally pious and 
stupidly ridiculous while opposing the Blair bill; therefore I 
cheerfully give the devil his due in advance by admitting, as a 
foregone conclusion, that this mountain of stupidity will labor 
persistently and unwittingly to establish the almighty disgrace 
of dog spelt backward, till it brings forth its inevitable mouse. 
The desperate folly and sublime stupidity of these Bible students 
forcibly remind me of the old blind negro who was found with 
an extinguished lamp in his hand hunting in a dark cellar at 
midnight for a black cat that wasn't there. They take Bible non
sense and palm it off for divine, infallible prophecy with as much 
brazen assurance as the Irbhman who picked up a government 
blanket: "Och, this is moine, sure. U. for Patrick, and S. for 
McCarthy. I've found my blanket at last." 

To a man with long hair, the position which these bobtailed 
Christians assume concerning the Blair bill seems not only ridic
ulously absurd, but in flat contradiction to their religious profes
sions. If there is an Almighty God, and the Bible is God Al
mighty's word,' and in God's word it is predicted that the Blair 
bill must become a part of our national law; then it logically 
follows that whoever tries to defeat the Blair bill, tries to make 
God out aliar, and that is just what these bobtailed Christians are 
trying to do. Hypocrisy! thy name is' Christian. I.nco.nsistency! 
thy name is Advent. Thou art opposed to the BlaIr bIll. What
soever ye ask, in Christ's name, shall be given. Why not ask for 
the head of Senator Blair on a charger. It makes an Infidel 
tired to hear you whine about the Blair bill when you could have 
both the treachery and the traitor destroyed just by asking for 
their destruction. 

It is not the style of a good orator to tear his subject all to 
pieces the moment he gets hold of it; but I have no time to-day 
to amuse you by playing with my victims as cats often do with 
mice before devouring them. At some future time I propose to 
dissect for your amusement and instruction some of the whited 
sepulchres in our midst who set themselves up as public moral 
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teachers, but who would consider it much less disgrace to be 
guilty of theft, adultery, or rape, than to appear before an audi
ence in shabby attire. A man who prefers dishonorable deeds 
to honorable rags, is eminently qualified for the kingdom of 
heaven. God promises to forgive every species of crime which. 
men are guilty of, except that. of sinning against the Holy Ghost 
-which appears to consist in disobeying the imperial mandates 
of fashion. The thief on the cross was unconditionally forgiven 
and immediately snatched. up to. glory.. The man who attended 

. the marriage supper, without having on a wedding garment, was 
bound. hand and foot, and cast· into out~r darkness, to weep and 
wail, and gnash his teeth. He had committed the unpardon
able sin! 

As I was about to bid Mr. R--- an affectionate farew-ell, 
something over a year ago, he told me confidentially, before 
his family, at the dinner table, that I had the most cheek of any 
man he ever saw. Knowing him to be good authority on'cheek, 
and a man above suspicion of flattery, I could but regard his 
unsolicited and impassioned confession as highly complimentary 
to myself, and at once wrote it plainly on the tablet 0," my mem
ory, where it will always remain. But it must be borne in mind 
that there are several kinds of cheek, and that \vhile I have an 
inexhaustible supply of that var~ety which prompts a man to speak 
Dr write his thoughts plainly and fearlessly whenever occasion 
requires, I am conspicuously destitute of that kind which 
preaches the stupid guesswork of ignorant barbarians as the 
inspired word of an all-wise God, and am filled with painful dis-' 
gust at the cheek which' prom pts a man to stand and grin at an 
audience for half an hour, like a cat eating cheese, without saying 
anything. That is stupidity trying to identify itself. . 

One man is over~tocked with ideas, but has no way .of getting 
them to market. Another man has every tacility for conveying 
ideas, but, unfortunately, has none to convey. Some men who 
have no ideas of their own, and are incapable of originating ideas, 
appropriate the mental coin of other people by the U. for Patrick, 
and S. for McCarthy process, and having inscribed the trade-mark 
of a thief upon it, pa~s it··off as their own. One enterprising 
genius imagines he has a talent for reading, and persistently insists 
011 putting his victims either to sleep or to flight by reading to 
them in a slovenly manner what no one but B-- is anxious to 
hear. One man in 60,000,000 has an unlimited supply of orig
inal idea;;;, and has first-class bcilities for conveying them. His 
n:lme is Ingersoll. I don't know whether he has more than four 
fathers or not; but in all probability one of his forefathers was 
Demosthenes. There has been a great improvement in oratonr , 

however, since the time of Demosthenes; consequently, Inger
soll does not find it necessary to fill his mouth with cobblestones 
before making a speech. An orator who has a poor memory 
should always read his piece, instead of speaking it. By this plan 
he will avoid the necessity of stopping at short intervals to use a 
stomach pump in consequence of having swallowed tlte wrong 
sentence. A good policy for .one WhD is afflicted with a painful 
constipation of ideas and a chronic diarrhcca of words, is to speak 
only when he is spoken to. By observing this rule he will avoid 
making his ignorance known to all men, as compar,ltively few 
will ever speak to him. But a man who has an abundance of 
ideas and is perfectly at home with "vVeb3ter under the bridge," 
can speak" henever he pleases, and take the confectionary of a;>
pIa use wherever he goes. . 

------~-----------
WE have three little leaflets that will do good by circulatiDn. 

They are: 1. "Nameless," a poem' by Voltairine de Cleyre; 
2. "Two Creeds," the. Catholic and the Cathartic, the latter creed 
being an amusing parody on the former; 3~ "The Theft of 
Girard College," 'setting forth breifly the provisions of Girard's 
will tou:hing sectarian teaching, and showing how those provisions 
hav,e been violated. Any of these leaflets, 10 cents per dozen; 
50 cents per hundred. . . 

WE have for sale three pamphlets by]. D. Shaw, editor .of the 
Independent Pulpit, namply, "The Bible-\Vhat is It?" 25 cents; 
, The Divinity of Christ,". IS cents; and" Strdies in Theology," 
10 cents. 

THE" Sabbath Imposture," a pamphlet by Harry H(o~'er, 10 

cents per copy; six for 50 cents; fifteen fDr $1.00. 

ITEMS WRITTEN WITH THE SCISSORS. 

THE pe~ simistic Saltus is accumulating a large amount of no
toriety. His latest audacious fIlot was this: when a~ked what 
character in fictiDn he most admired, he- replied, "God."-Ex. 

THE National Sunday Law men are industrious, if nothing 
else. We have received probably a dozen petitions from them, 
requesting us to sign them and use the influence of New Thought 
to boom that work. Gents, we are "ferninst ye."--New Thought. 

UNCLE RASTCS-" Why does dey put' In God we all trust' on 
a two-cent piece, and doesn't put it on dese ere ten-dollar bills, 
Sambo-does yer know?" Sambo-" I dunno', chile; but I 
'spects its because you don' hab .to ask no one fer tru:;' when yer 
hab ten dollars." 

"ADELF, have you seen those lovely prarer rugs at the down
town store.~?" "Yes, I have one myself." "Oh! how nice." 
"Yes; I toU papa that I wouldn't pray any more unless I had 
one, and that fetched him. Papa is quite pious at home, you 
know."-Chicago Herald. 

MR. ALLEN THORNDIKE RICE acknowledges the artic1e which 1 
have written at his request on "Humanity's Gain from Unbelief." 
It is expected to appear in the next issue of the North AmeY'ican 
Review, and it will then be republished in these columns.-:-Chas. 
.Bradlaugh, in National Reformer. 

A WOMAN whD went out to Burmah as a missionary, convertell 
a nat.ive as soon as she arrived, and then married him. \Vhen 
the next batch of female missionaries arrived the male natives 
took to the woods~again illustrating the axiom that self-preserva
tion is the first law of nature.-Norristown Herald. 

THE Catholic Mirror announces that ,. his eminence Cardinal 
. Gibbons has been invited to address the convention of the National 
Teachers' Association, at Nashville, Tenn." How fitting that the 
representatives of the public schools of America should be ad
dressed by the representative of that power which is doing its ut
most to overthrow them !-American Sentinel. . 

PUT doyv,n a long mark to the credit of Arkansas. Its legis
lature has passed a memorial to Congress, asking the defeat of 

. the Blair Sunday Rest bill. The memorial was passed by a large 
majority in both houses. We are glad that Arkansas has done 
this much toward redeeming herself from 'the disgrace of her 

. Sunday law of a few years ago.-American Sentinel. 

DEAN BURGON on a certain occasion, not long ago, was expati- .. 
ating on the nature of man. He pointed out that one great dis
tin-::tion between human beings and the lower animals consisted 
in the capacity for progress. "Man," exclaimed the dean, warm
ing to his theme, "is a progressive being; other creatures are 
stationary. Think, for example, of the ass! Always and every
where the s~me creature, and you never saw a more perfect a~s 
than you see at the present moment." -Argonaut. 

OMAHA DA1\IE.-': How many chaplains are there in the United 
States army?,' Army man.-~" Thirty-four." "The army is very 
small, I suppose?" "There are about 25.000 soldiers." "What! 
Only thirty-four chaplains for 2 5,000 soldiers? -That's terrible I" 
"Madam, a soldier's first duty is to accept things as he finds them. 
We have all learned discipline, and we would not rebel against 
the government even if we did not hear a sermon once in three 

.months-no indeed, madam."-Omaha World. 

THE portrait of Miss Olive Shreiner, the author of "The Story 
of an African Farm," in the February number of the Book Buyer, 
is the .first that has been printed. Miss Schreiner contributes 
some interesting autobiographical notes, which we reprint: " My 
father was a German, bDm in Wurtemburg. He studied at 
Basel, and went to South Africa as a missionary. My mother is 
English, the daughter .of a Presbyterian minister, and for genera
tions my ancestors have been strict Puritans. I was born in the 
heart of South Africa, on a solitary mission station. I was many 
rears old before I saw a town. My father died many years ago. 
My mother has become a Roman Catholic, and is living in a con
vent in South Africa. I came to England·for the first time seven 
years ago, and then published the' African Farm,' which I had 
written in Africa. The first English edition was published in 1882. 
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I have made stories ever since I cou'd remember; long before I 
could write I used to scribhle on shee~s of paper imagining that I 
was writing them .. I began IAn African Farm' when r was almost 
a child, but left it for some years befo:-e I finished it:'~Argonaut. 

A STORY without much of a moral comes from Hungtry. It 
seems that at a village dance the pastor of one of the churc~les 
was dancing with a comely young woman, and at the conclusion 
of the waltz he bent over and kissed her pretty lips. But the 
fair dancer had a lover who saw the affair, which, by the way, 
was entirely in public, and he thereupon knocked the indiscreet 
clergyman down. A friend of the latter at once struck the angry 
lover on the head with a stick and dropped him dead on the spot. 
There is a moral in this story somewhere, but it would require 
too much time to point it out. 

IT is sad to think that when Col. Robert G. I~gersoll leaves 
this "mysterious life to enter the equally rriysteriom hereafter," 
there will be no one in thi ~ world, which he loves so well, who 
can be called upon to speak at his grave with the same profound 
eloquence with which he has so often moved people to tears. 
Colonel Ingersoll's funeral oration at the bier of Mary Fiske was 
a garland of beautiful words wrought with an eloquence that was 
of the music of angels. It charmed the' ear while it moved to 
tears many who have stood beside graves time and again without 
giving vent even to a sigh.-Telegram. 

ARRANGE:\IENTS have been made lor a publicdiscus;ion in 
Cleveland, Ohio, March 21,22, and 23, between B. F. Under
wood and Dr. C. S. Bates, rector of the Euclid avenue Ep:scopal 
church of that cit~·. Dr. Bates is one of the most popular clergy
men of Cleveland, and the discussion promises to be one of much 
interest. The propositions which will form the basis of the' de
bate are the following: I. "Some of the teachings of Christianity 
are detrimental to the welfare of mankind." Underwood affirms. 
2. "The Bible contains special revelations from God to man." 
Bates affirms. 3. l( The miraculous is both possible and prob
able." Bates affirms. 

THE Power of Religious Emotion.-The sun had already. sun l\. 

in the west when the convict returned to his native village. . Dur
ing the many years of his confinement he had harbored but one 
idea-that of revenge. As he neared the old school house (which, 
by the way, he had made up his mind to fire) a bell fr~m a tlis
tant !'pire began its slow and solemn peal. A feeling which the 
convict had not felt for many years filled his breast. He stood 
rooted to the spot, and tears, hot tears, moistened his cheek~. 
When the bell had ceased its tolling, he hastily wiped' his eyes 
with the. back of his calloused hand and exclaimed: "My heart 
is s')ftened; I will not shed blood to-night-I will rob instead!" 
-Life. 

THE following dispatch shows that the ecclesiastical tyrants are 
determined to exercise whatever power the present state of the 
law gives them, and that Liberals wiII recognize none too soon 
the fact that there is yet a tough battle for freedom to fight:· "MIN
NEAPOLIS, Jan. 29.-Axel Paulson and Rudolph Goetz, who 
skated a twenty-mile race on Sunday afternoon, were to-day ar
rested, and, with \V. W. \Vettelson, manager of the affair, fined 
$50 for violation of the Sunday ordinance. Several newspaper 
reporters were also arrested, but secured a suspension of sentence. 
This is the beginning of a war on Sunday amusements. The 
word has gone out that the theatres will be clo~ed next Sunday." 
-Secular ~hought. 

POLYGAMY starts with the great advantage of the support of Rev
elation. For whereas (as all searchers of the scriptures are 
aware) the practice of polygamy is frequently recommended in 

-Christianized Jew had many wives but only one God. Th·:!y 
"split the difference," a~ Artemus \Vard would have said, anJ the 
result was "Chris~bn marriage."-London Truth. 

IMAGINE a popular preacher in a London pulpit, with a grave 
old gentleman sitting at the foot of it, waiting as it were, with a 
landing net for plagiarisms, and informing the congregation when
· ever he caught onc. "That is Shvlock's," he said at the third 
· sentence; at the seventh, "That is TilloL'mn's." The preacher, 
who knew that there were plenty more to corne, was in a pretty 
state; if he did itag-ain he made up his mind to speak to the 
man. "That is Blair's," came out at the tenth sentence. "Fel
low," said the preacher, 1eaning over the pulpit, "if you interrupt 
again you shall be turned out." The old gentleman looked 
round on the congregation with the same calm confidence of 
recognition as before, and, without moving a muscle of his coun
tetlance, ob~ed, Ie That's his own." 

AN interesting and instructive portrayal of an unsatisfied life 
was given at Boston last Sundar, in a lecture by George Chainey 
(formerly of San Francisco), from the text: "For there is none 
other name under heaven given amon~ men whereby we must 
be saved." Relating his religious experience, Mr. Chainey said he 
was first a Methodist minister, but becoming full of doubt he 
broadened his views and entered the Unitarian ministry. Soon 
he came to the point of Infidelity, and then went through Spirit
ualism, Theosophy, Rosicrucianism, hermetic philosophy, and 
esoteric culture, but the further he went in these lines the more 
unhappy he became, and his search for a new faith and peace 
brought him finally back to the good old way, and in his joyous 
relief he exclaimed, "I will go unto all the world and preach this 
gospel."-Palmer, Mass., Journal. _, 

THE city of Jerusalem is growing in size and population at a 
remarkable rate. Its growth is an the more surprising because 
neither its situation nor its trane is favorable to an increase; it lies 
among a not very fertile group of mountains; it has next to no 
commerce, and it has no manufactures. Neverthelet-s, new 
buildings are rising daily; churches, gardens, and institutes of 
various kinds are fining up the formerly desolate neighborhood 
to the distance of half an hour's walk bevond the limits of the 
city. The Hebrews are to the front as builders. Their houses 
spring out of the ground like mushrooms-uniform, ugly, one

· storied, plentifully supplied with windows, but with no manner 
of adornment. The Rothchilds have completed a new hospital. 
Close beside it there is a new Abyssinian church. The Rus.::'ians 
are also great builders. They have erected a new church, con
sulate, lodging-houses for pilgrims of the orthodox national 
churches, and a hospital. Near to the Russian group stands the 
"German House," for German Roman Catholics, from the top 
of which the German and the papal flags float side by side. The 
Russians have. also built a high tower upon the Mount of Olives, 
from whose summit the Mediterranean and the Dead seas can 
both be seen. The Greeks and Armenians are also busy builders, 
but they provide for the bodily rather than the religious demands 
of the pilgrims. The former build cafes and bazars, the latter 
set up shops.-Washington Po~t. 

IN what other countrv than America could such an anecdote 
as the following be told? It is the most typically American story 
I heard in the United States, says Max O'ReII. It came from 
Chauncey Depew, it is said. But, for that matter, when a good 
story goes the round of the states, it is always put down to .l\'~r. 
Depew, Mark Twain, or the late Artemus Ward. A new mInIS
ter had been appointed in a little Kentucky town. No sooner 
had he taken possession of his cure than he set about ornament
inO" the church with stained-glass windows of gorgeous hues. 

the sacred writings, it is nowhere condemned, except (and then. This proceeding aroused the suspicions of several parishioners, 
more by way of caution than of prohibition) in the single case of who imaO"ined that their new pastor was inclined to lead them to 
bishops, who, being usually elderly (and in those days invariably Rome. Ameeting was called, and it was decided to send a dep
poor) men, were advised to content themselves with one wife. In utation to the minister to ask him to explain his conduct and beg 
fact, I take it, upon a calm and dispassionate view of the subject, him to have the offending windows removed. The hea~ of the 
that monogamy must be regarded as a politic concession made deputation was an old man of Presbyterian proclivities, whose 
by the early Christianized Jews to the Pagan Romans. It was, austerity was well known in the town. He opened ~re by ad
in fact, a sort of give-and-take, or compromise. The Pagan dres::;ing the reverend gentleman thus: "'rVe have waIted upon 
Roman found himself with many gods but only one wife. The ·you, sir, to beg that you will remove those pai!lted windows from 
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our church as soon as possible. We are simple folks, God's own 
light is good enough for us, and we don't want to have it shut 
out by all those images--" The worthy man had prepared a 
finc harangue and was going to give the minister the benefit of it 
all; but the latter, losing patience, thus interrupted him: "Ex
cuse me, you seem to be taking high grounjj who are .you, may 
I ask?" "Who am I?" repeated the good old spoke man, "I 
am a meek and humble .follower of Jesus, that's what I am, and 
--- you, who are you ?" . 

THE STATUE TO GIORDANO BRUNO AT ROME. 

A noble life-sized statue of Giordano Bruno is to be erected in 
May next in the Campo de Fiori at Rome, on the very spot where 
he was burnt alive by the order of the papal In1.uidtion on the 
16th of February, 1600. 

The completion of this undertaking, which has~ the general 
support of the Liberals of Europe, has been delayed for several 
years by local opposition in Italy, but finally the consent of the 
Roman municipality has been obtained by an overwhelming 
majority, and the monument to the great proto-martyr of Free
thought, modern science, ari~ philosophy will be inaugurated in 
May with a becoming celebration. . 

\Ve have been appointed for the United States of America up
on the International Committee, and requested to assist in raising· 
funds to secure this noble act of historic justice. Already $400 
have been contributed through this Committee by Liberal Ameri
cans, but we desire to send a much larger sum, and have 
promised at least $1,000, which will be about one-tenth of the 
total cost. 

The Committee will be pleased to have the number of sub
scribers as numerous as possible, so that subscriptions of $1 will 
be appropriate, though larger sums will be gladly received. All 
c;ontributions will be publicly acknowledged and forwarded. 
The time is short, and necessity of. immediate action is urged by 
the committee at Rome. 

Please to subscribe and send at once to our treasurer, T. B. 
\Vakeman, 93 Nassau street, New York city. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, . 
T. B. WAKEMAN, tCommittee. 
DANIEL G. THO:\IPSON, ~. 
TH0:\JAS DAVIDSON, . 

STATE:\lENT OF THE U. S. l\IlNISTER AT RO:\IE ON' THE LAST LETTER 
FROl\1 THE BRUNO COMJ\IlTTEE THERE. 

"As stated in the foregoing letter, the Common Council of 
Rome has granted permission to erect a statue of Giordano Bruno 
in the Campo de Fiori. J. B. STALLO. 

"Rome, Jan.·12, 1889." 

COLONEL INGERSOLL OPENS THE NEW SUBSCRIPTION. 
. LAW OFFICE } 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, NEW YORK, Feb. 8, 1889. 
40 \VALL STREET, 

T. 	B. WAKEMAN, ESQ., Treas., Bruno Monument Committee: 
A;(y Dear Szr: It gives me great pleasure to inclose my check 

for one hundred dollars ($ 100). 
I shall never be quite sl.tisfied until there is a monument to 

Bruno higher than .the dome of St. Peter's. 
Yours very truly, R. G. INGERSOLL. 

THE following compilation of facts and:figures will interest 
those who are curious about the odd things of the old book. The 
Bible contains 66 books, 1889 chapters, 33,173 verses, 773,692 
words, ani 3.586,489 letters. The word "and" occurs 46,287 
times, the word "Lord" 1 8 55 times, "reverend" but once, "girl" 
but once-in the third chapter and third verse of Joel; the words 
"everlasting fire" but twice, and "everlasting punishment" but 
once. The middle verse is the eighth verse of the one hundred 
and eighteenth Psalm. The twenty-first verse of the seventh 
chapter of Ezra contains all the letters in the alphabet except the 
letter" j." The nineteenth chapter of Second Kings and the 
thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah are alike. The longest verse is 
the ninth verse of the eighth chapter of Esther. The shortest is 

the thirty-fifth verse of the eleventh chapter of St. John, VIZ.: 
" Jesus wept." The eighth, fifteenth, twenty-first, and thirty-first 
verses of the one hundred and seventh Psalm are alike. ,There 
are no words of more than six syllables.-Pittsburgh Dispatch. 

..L. 
,  Liberalism on Coos Bay. 

To tne Editor.r of Freetnought: 
. Thinking a few words from this out-of-the-way place would be of in

terest to your readers, I take this opportunity to write you. Since I wrote 
to FREETHOUGHT last summer some advancement has been made in the 
'cause. Paul A. Smith stopped with us during the month of October; his 
lectures were well attended; he is a good speaker and a man of advanced 
ideas; he is a Spiritualist, but a rational one, taking no stock in orthodoxy 
of to-day. 

This town has a Universalist church which Brother Smith dedicated to 
the use of humanity; elt!ven years before, while he was a preacher of 
that denomina.tion. Many of his old associates are still living here; two 
or three have grown out of the old faith anJ have become Liberal; the 
others are standing just as he left them eleven years before. I had all I 
cottlddo to get consent for him to occupy the church. It was crowded. 
~Many..,said they came to see if he had cha~ged in his views much. That 
lecture fixed it; he was accused of blasphemy and the church refused 
him for future use. So Masonic Hall was occupied. He always had 
good houses; spoke to places on the river and on Coos Bay, to full 
houses, and we hope he will come again. 

The Liberals are looking anxiously for the coming of S. P. Putnam this 
coming summer. Many names have been added to our list since he was 
ht!re last summer. I well remember his coming down the river in a small 
boat with the rain pouring down" like suds;" yet we had a good time, 
mauy coming in small boats in the rain. It is a hard rain that keeps a 
genuine Liberal from a meeting of that kind. • 

I will not give you a description of our Thomas Paine celebration held 
at Myrtle Point, as Brother P. O. Chilstrom has done that, only it .was a 
good tum-out and a success. 

I see by last FREETHOUGHT that the cause of Freethought has a new 
ally in N. F. Ravlin. I listened to Mr. Ravlin in San Diego over a year, 
nearly every Sund·ay. He is a Spiritualist, but also a rational one, taking 
no stock in frauds or the isms that have fastened themselves to so many 
Spiritualistic societies of California. 

Your paper FREETHOUGHT grows better day by day. Although I am 
a Spiritualist, and have been for eighteen years, I like your paper for 
Its rational views, its work for humanity, comprehensive and so easily 
understood. When the Golden Gate started I hopeJ that we would have 
a representative paper on this coast, but have been doomed to disap
piontment. It in no way compares with FREETHOUGHT. Fully two 
thirds of it is given up to "ads" of fraudulent mediums, talks on reincar
nation, theosophy, obsession, faith cure, and "Orienta.l Band of Sun Angd 
Order of Light by Sadie," all of which benefit no man, but serve to dis
gust the inquirer. 	 HENRY H. NICHOLS. 

Coquille City, Oregon. 

Some Criticisms. 

To the Editor.r ofFreetnought: 
DEAR SIRS: A friend has recently sent me several numbers of FREE

THOUGHT, and llike it so weIll want to express my appreciation; but I 
also want to find a little fault. The paper is alive all the way through, 
and Mr. Putnam's jottings are the brightest, breeZiest ones I ever saw. 

The paper is also, generally speaking, liberal, in the best sense of the 
word, though not liberal (or thoughtful) enough to extend its New Year's 
greetings to its Spiritualistic co-laborers and exchanges, some of which 
are certainly as truly liberal as itself. 	 . 

As an individual Spiritualist I also want to protest against the idea of 
being patted on the back and taken into any "Secular" or other 
" Union" or on to any platform that is not "Liberal" and strong and 
broad enough to give a hearing to all the" cranks" in the world. I say 
if they are visionary or "imagine" they are "great reformers" when 
they are not, by all means invite them onto our platforms and give them 
a hearing in our publications, and then from the plenitude of our wisdom 
show them wherein they are wrong, and if we cannot do it alone let us 
invite the churches to come up and help. 

They will be just as likely to help as tht!y will be now to come out and 
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hear us, for when they see us fighting all the" cranks" and irrepressible 
men and women who" imagine they are reformers," they will be sure to 
think we are on their side (I wouldn't like to say what I should think 
about it) and they will come out to help, and then we shall get thcm 
sure. 

As to the word Infidel being "expunged from our,vocabulary," I don't 
see any necessity for it. It ha'sn't meant anything for a long time past 
more than a disposition to give the poor bread instead of tracts. 

I don't see what kind of people" Liberal" can have been ~mong to 
have found the word Infidel so unpopular. I have found it a great deal 
more popular than Liberal, principally, as I think, because it has a little 
b:l.ckbone in it, and isn't so afraid of not being" respectable." 

However, it makes little difference to me what name the organization 
in which I work carries. It is the thing itself, and n,ot the name, of which 
I am proud or ashamed; and I readily admit as a Spiritualist that we are 
not a success as an organization, and if the Secular Union or any other 
organization can show "us how to be a success in that particular, as we 
are in others, or can "extend the hand of fellowship" in such a way as to 
put us on an equal footing with themselves, without any sneers regarding 
us as a people, or regarding our" theories" (facts), I for one should be 
glad to co-operate with them, but I am quite certain that the mass of 
Spiritualists are too Liberal to co-operate successfully with such illiberal 
liberals as "A Liberal" unless he can extend the dimensions of his 
platform, which I for one will be happy to have him do. Cordially and 
sincerely yours, MARY E. PRESTON. 

Maquoketa, Ia. 

Unfairness Toward Spiritualists. 
To tlu Editors' 07 Fruthottght: 

Many of our Liberal papers (or rather Materialistic) do not treat our 
Spiritualistic friends with fairness and due respect. Whenever they have 
occasion to mention Spiritualism or its philosophy it is done with a 
sneer and overwise knowledge, ridicule, and scarcasm. Fools, lunatics, 
ghost-hunters, sky-pilots, etc., may sound smart and wise to some folks, 
but it will never help to spread Freethought, nor liberate the minds of 
the people. So-called cranky and_ loony Spiritualism has done more in 
the last thirty years to free the people from priestcraft and its domina
tion than all other theories or systems of thought combined. Many of 
our best scholars and thinkers of the age are its adherents. Spiritualism 
is not and cannot be a religion, nor simply a belief, but a scientific truth 
in harmony with natural law and the eternal order of things. Yours, 

Brodhead, Wis. E. P. HASSINGER. 

From Oregon. 
To the Editors of Fruthought: 

Permit me to express my great satisfaction at the cheering condition of 
the Liberal cause, as shown by the organization of the California State 
Liberal Union. No one but a lonely resident in an orthodox neighbor. 
hood can realize the far-spreading influence of these Secular organiza
tions. The Silverton Secular Union has cooled the fires of hell around 
me very much, and now comes another cool stream of salvation from 
away off in Cahfornia, and the tone of the local church bigots is very 
senSibly modified. "Gloria in excelsis." 

I should be very sorry, however, to believe that Mr. Thomas Curtis's 
"compulsory education" resolution was any more than a "josh" run 
on the Union to see how Liberals stood on the question. And I cannot 
believe that any well informed Liberal would be in earnest in so "stulti
fying all the declarations previously made by the convention in favor of 
equal rights and impartial liberty ." I prefer to think that Messrs Curtis 
and Arper were "just a funnin." I am also pleased that Mr. Putnam 
was made president. 

We had a little joke on Mr. Putnam when he was first here, that will 
bear telling, although it should have been seen to be appreciated. . 

While at Stayton Mr. Putnam and half a dozen others, including 
yours, etc., were in the hotel parlor, and there came. in a long char
acteristic specimen of a Campbellite preacher, evidently on hostile 
mission 'bent. Argument soon grew promiscuous and lively. To the 
evident surprise 'of the "divine," the" Infidel" did not wither away be
fore the august maje5ty of his presence, and presently, as bis kind are 
wont to do, the preacher made some idiotic remark, and Putnam 
laughed. "Humph I" snorted the preacher, "any fool can laugh;" 
and then we all laughed except the preacher. 

A little S:!cularism is being gotten in before the people here through 
the debating clubs. The ever ubiquitous" whisky question" furnishes 
occasional opportunity; and last Saturday night the question, "Resolved, 
That the signs of the times indicate the downfall of the government," 
gave yours, etc., a chance to show, as well as he could in ten minutes, 
the danger of such downfall through the operations of the "God
in-the-Constitution" party and its allies. The people listened with 
great attention, and the opponent speakers ventured hardly a criticism; 
and I took two orders fo~ Paine's" Age of Reason" that night. Another 
result will prohably accrue, which is, that yours, etc., will. be booked to 
debate against the crowd, at a neighboring club, the question, "Re
solved, That church property should be exempt from taxation." I am 
to take the negative, of course, and have I don't know how manyop
ponents. Perhaps there is a big job on hand, but I will do as the boy 
said by the nest 'of hornets, if I can't "take" them I'll "devil 'em awhile 
anyhow." Respectfully. F. S. MATTESON. 

Aumsville, Or. 

Braden in Boise City. 
10 the Editors of Fruthottght: 

The champion of free grace and hell-fire has been here, the spirit of 
inquiry is eXlinct, the questioner has been silenced, and orthodoxy is tri
umphant! Oh, yes! We're cast adrift in a very small boat, without sail 
or rudder; the captain has been killed, the first and second mates are in 
irons, the log-book is overboard; we are ~urrounded by soul-hungry 
sharks and the old gospel tub is almost out of sight, with sails spread for 
the kingdom. 

We have heard fanatics talk on their pet subject before, but Braden 
takes the cake. He can utter more lies to the square inch of manuscript 
than could Munchausen to the square mile of te,rritory, and it is very ap
parent to the observer that the churl knows he is a liar from the vindict
iveness of his assertions. He endeavors to overcom~ opposition by calling 
his opponents hard names and answers the inquirer by epithets and abuse. 
For example, he asserted that the" Infidel was either a keeper or a fre
quenter of bagnios, a gambler, or the proprietor of gambling hells." 
This is contrary to what all parties assert who know anything of the mat
ter. If the statistics could be taken it would be found that gamblers are 
the most superstitious class on earth, even going so far as to induce some 
old hag to get a handful of 'earth (at midnight) from some new-made grave 
in order to "hoodoo" their opponents at the card table. It was amusing 
to hear Braden's assertion in this town, where there are more than one of 
the depraved class of women who, in order to secure a quasi-respectability, 
have united with the church; and, do not forget it, their money is just 
as acceptable to Yahveh as was the sacrifice of virgin purity to him or his 
brutal soldiers In ancient days. If the church wants to be vindicated 
and win over sensible people to its support, it should send forth a cham
pion imbued with some of the instincts of a gentleman. 

He read a question (which he claims to have receiv.!d from some one 
in this town) in regard to the mother of Christ. It is my firm belid that 
said question is some of his st~ck-in-trade, to be produced on any and all 
occasions. It was an indecent question, and it took an indecent man to 
read it to a congregation of average men and women. I shall not b.-1ieve 
the question was received by him at this or any other place on his unsup
ported say so. He asserted that Infidels search the "holy scriptures" 
only to gather up the filth-buzzards gathering carrion-while the "Chris
tian" was a beautiful humming- bird gathering honey I Why is the filth 
and the carrion and all the rot and abomination there, 0 champion of a 
pure deity? I am afraid you might be shot for an ungainly dodo which 
could neither run nor fly, and which is extinct, as your species is also 
rapidly becoming. Humming-bird Braden! 0 immaculate conception! 
When he is making some of his wildest assertions he will halt to inform 
the audience, "I've held the chair in this college," "I've been principal 
of that school," "I've had thirty years' experience," and I'm somebody, 
and that does settle it. Well, the bigots of the town drank in his sewage 
as ifit were nectar-that is, some of them; but with the best church peo
ple I am inclined to think he rather overdid his side of the question. 
With some I know such to be the case, and I find more Freethinkers since 
he was here than before_ At least they are more outspoken. The Ad
ventists went with him swimmingly until he abused them most outrage
ously on the SundlLY question. A. G. NosTle. 

Boise City, Idaho. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys. 
pepsia, promote &igestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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A pproved 

A NEW· 
seUiilg

work for 
hours_" 

FREE 

FREETHOUGHT. 

·WATCHFUL W ATOH.BUYERS WILL . WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b:::en established· in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to sp~ak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50~ In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.SO, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best op::n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50;15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do.,· gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. . Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do;, adjusted, 
$31.5°. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN"WATCH.---,-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Sn"erine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no, better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled (iold,·$27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do.,Louis XIV. style, $35; in· 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $~o to.$100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line,. and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and. best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest rlesigns. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or se.nd better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table"spoons $3·40 

Gold do., $S and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles _ ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·50 

-Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 BestVioIin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10·°0 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches· for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, . Rochelle, III. 
'N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

A."A~ItL·EhALLyt\tf.
LIFIED PHYSICIAN. and 
the IIlt-st successful (in· his 
spec·alty) as his IJTactiro WIll 
surcly "ro. e. 'l'be Do~t.,r 
treats all tho~e peculiar dis
eaM. s of young an.1 middle· 
aged men snch as ~millal 
weakness. impotency, &'c., re
sultj.Hg from indescretlOlI and 
ignon lice of youth. l'hose who 
are ail ng shl)uld send ten (10 
cents for his beok, "Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external AJllllicatitJn-

A PO!\oI'I'IVE CURB 

The book is worth many 
times its cost, lind should be 
read by the young for instruc' 
til 'n and the afHicted for relief. 

All Ccmmunications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope!' used. The bo·)k spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. K P. FgLLO,rS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
.:lay where you saw this Allvertisement. 

[From the Washington National View.] 
TIr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

serviccs to all those ill need of- a kind, symp:lthetic and 
skillful physician. Sillliliar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed aud exjlOsl,d by the pres!!, 
but, Dr. Fellows, a speciali.;t, in hIS liue. stands fc,remost 
in his profession, and the encomiums showered upJn him 
publicly as well as in private, are llatter-illg evidenccs of 
the high appreciation and confidence Ius long and c01lsc:en
tious deVotion to· hili specialties in his p of.'ssion have so 
justly merited for iJim, and it is safe to trust him. 

.A Testimoniul. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. ]2,1888.

DR. R. P. FELT.Olrs-Dcar Sir: l'he remedy you sent 
,is working like a cha.rm. l:tm completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs.. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out aU 
right. Yours res. ectfully, J. R. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a. fair I'ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States, 
from young, middle-aged and elderly meu, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaintg, hut who are now cured 
by my External Al'plication, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. Po s I am an out and-out 
Liberal 1 trust the Freethink"rs of the Land will give me 
t·heir patronage, Rnd not waste their time and money on 
Christian doctors. . DR. FELLOWS. 

"A REMARKABLE BO·OK " AAYSDa.EADON,. . , of Edinhurgh, Scot-
I; ~ ,l2rrl:,G:~,,~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l ::.tn::,~~CJ ~.l(?~';~:f~CLt~e.I'~~ 

.It.''r·ut,, Ilo:-i.-ty. 1t 1. ne,v, at:..·U I"r.:, :a.nd "t!I'Y In.tructlve.'' 
~ Lt the most lJVilu.ar and compreht:nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:!hI: ~n~e~~t!:u:~ ~llI:lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~':Uooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~ by whleh tf:cy may be cure D 

by editors. physl<"iaus, clergymen, crib::H, and lItera. t I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjecLB especiAlly impOl:t nt to. roung me III eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," Will find lt mterebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 
F EATURE Just intr<?duccd, consists of a r.r

l~ul ~bnrt•• inftvecolo guaOlnteedr'.U~~ri~~~i- ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ 
wnr phYlliological book. ar:td rendering it Rltain the mOllt attrnctive an4qmckAGENTS who h:we already found n-Itold mine in it. lfr. 

Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 11(1111 the fir.;t sill: boQk4 in two 
Many agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... wbite anct 
~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. M01tthJ". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l S!l~e prin~ and il1nstratit:~ne,.the
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 dlfference 12 lU paper IIlld bmding. 

JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW Jerk. 

THE INDEPENDENT PUL..pIT. Temperance and Prohibition, 
A Magazme of 24 pp."devoted to BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D.,· 

Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. S~ts forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by to force in settling the liquor question. . 

]. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas.· C}oth, 75 cts. Address this office 

14 kara.t Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin ......•. _.. .• . .• .• 2 00 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Piu with Diamond, 85, 6 00 
lO karat Gold, Large Badge I'in ...................... 300 
14 karat Gold. Large Ba.lge Pin................. ..... 400 
lO karat Golll. Sill all Charm (for watch chain).•.. _ • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Sma:l Chanll (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)... ..•• 5 to 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain). ...... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, ~('t so that it may be 
cleaned from thc reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 

Scnt to any address, IJre}'aid, and guaranteed as relJre
sented or mont y reflllrdt·d, address, 

PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal 

S; P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufitcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, .J!lfflJs, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So, Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills. 

414 and 416 Clay at.. S. F. . 

http:De(�ll.lI
http:lJVilu.ar
http:sultj.Hg
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WM. YJ•. NOBLE, LATEST F.\SHIONS 
"l\1erchant Tailor. 

1222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Rroallway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECIALTY. 

Kearny and l\Iontgomery St. Cars pass by. 


TgLBpnO~B No. 0::5 


P. O. GHILSTROM, 
(Rociers &, Chilstrom.) 

Al,rrORNEY Al' IJAW" 
Commercial Business and Collections a. Specialty. - ' 101 FIFTH 'STREET 101

BUSINESS SUITS POR............................ "........................ $25.00 

DRESS SUITS POR .,. o~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •• 

PANTS TO ORDER POR................................ o. • • . • • • . . • . . . . • . . 
35.00 

6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C~AS. F. :J3UR..Q.DI.[.AN". 

TAILOR, 

Office, 415 Montgomery S1., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PltCIPIC Cl\Rl{IAGE G(). 
BUSINESS ,OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 


OLIVK& HINCKI.I<'.Y, SUPERINTENDENT 


Central Stands, 200 ' and '207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter I:)ts. 

Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made' to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Ca.tholin Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded o~ pro~a
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I deSire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12_mo., 44B pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50# 

HENlSBURU's VYORKS. 

°llise Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the sub)ecll> considered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor

A ' BRIEP HISTORY ality; Criminal ~lalistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penilentiaries; the 

-OF- ' Church and Civilization, the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and LeaTlling; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the ,\nti-slavery 
}{eform; the Woman's Rights ~tovement; the 

Against Irish Liberty, 

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

-FROM athers of the Republic. Paine, Wa!'hingtoD, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 centl>. 

ADRIAJ.V IV. TO LEO XIII. 3ible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Rohbery; Adultery and"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to say 
l'rostiLution; Murder; Wars 01 .. Onl)Uest andinfamous, distinction of being dangerous only to 
Extermination; Despotism; 1ntolS1 ance andthose who confide in him." 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; l'nkinuness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

By JAMESG. MAGUIRE, Judge.ofthe Superior rifices; Cannibalism: Witchcraft; Slav~ry; Po
Court of San Francisco, Cal. lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran

C),; Ignorance and idiocy; Obscellity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address' discount on larger quantities.
Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best anli most Francisco, Cal. thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 

from a rat ional point of view. Large and 
h:\Ildsome print. The question is di~cussed 
uuder the following heads: Origin of the Sab

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important 'IlI"ork by GIbbon, the historian. Compril! ' 
Ing all. that relate... to t.he pro!fress ot the Chrh.tia,. " reli  batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the CIJl"i~(jan 
Ilion In "The II jll',l)rJ of the nedine ami Fall of the Roman ~riptures and the Sabbath; Examimuion of 
Empire," anr! a \'inclieation (Jleverbt°fore puIJIi@hed in ,"unliay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sah , 

I
this coun~f)-) 0' 1l~,lIIt· \>a-,,!lg"'" il! the l~th an,l 16tH cJlap bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; ,the\ers, by Edward GIbbon, be'I., "Ith a LIfe 0' the Author, 

I Preface and Notes by the F.,!itor. including variorllnl Sal,hath during the Middle Ages; the PUritan 
DOtes by Ouizot, Wenck. )lilIlU.I1. "an English Church, Sallha! h; Testimony of L hrisliall H.eformer~,
man," And other scholllrs. Hancl~OIlH! 12 mo., 864 (lalCc.. Scholars, and Divines; Abrol?,ation of Sunllay Cloth. WiUl Engraving&. Price"l 50. 

1 ~w<; , P " ;I"P.. 2C: ('ent~: 6 copies. $1. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald,

ROBERT O. INOERSOM:S 504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 
GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 

On the Declaration ot 'ndependen(:e. Also, the Immortal ' ORO ER TH EM 0 F ELM I NA ! 
document. The Declaration Itself. and the ,national an, 1 . 1 e S • 40 11.1 
them entl,tied, "Land of Libelty." ,l)rice. 10, ceut.a; 6 cop' Lltt e L ,ssons on clence, . cents; 1> ary
lea, 2S centai Z5 copies, II. Jones, or e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 

- " ' - . , ' - " Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
:Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15TH E SYSTEM OF NATU RE, Icents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana

:>r.L.~wt of the Moral &lid Pbyll~ World. Br &roD sexual advice for the married, ~S cents. 
D'_t.da. A DeW UI4 improTed editicm, wWl DO$eI b, I Address, E." D. ,SLENKER,.,.... I'W......... ...,. - " Snowville, Pulaski Co., V'a~ 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889• 
.. ... 

In order to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at tho same time -to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer· the following 

Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT H.ISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL-' 
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INrERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

;, Four New Subscribers ($8) INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, (A Inost Magnifi.. cent Volume) . 

Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, in Half Calf or Half " 
Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half" 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES .oF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY.OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSIO~, 50c. HISTORY' OF' CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'~ ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON ~rALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLT.'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine bindiflg), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these works will be sent postpaid; upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FI{EE1'IIOUGIIT U()()KS 

PUTNAM'S VYORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madl 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, SJ 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Roo
"t G. InCffsoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 90. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."-7ohn Swinton's 
P.....- 

t rlilll"'IIt;U~; I't. r uc:m. /', "'e., 51. .. It b 
cfllmmed with life, thought and pro'ounJ emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. IImry 
IV. B~/lows. 	 / 

Gottlieb: His Life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
l-i.omance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. • To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself.· I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all wllifc be(otc."-~/"'inl' DnlM SImA"_ 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTIO~ OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

CO?tlP1LED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

Price .........••............... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

evere, Mass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G.lngersoll. Price, 50 cents. -

Addresi this office. 

INGERSOLL'S 'WORKS 
rhe Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 

Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. S6 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. 

. tor of the Sat: Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1 j 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Obu1'V". By' Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price. IS cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. , 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. IS. 

Trlb.utes. -'Tribute to His Brother," "The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast') 
and "Little Harry Miller's Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, and in large, clear type, suitable for 
framing; four to any address for 50 cents or 
either one for IS cents. ' 

Prose Poems and Selections. It contains, be
sides the celebrated "Decoration Day Ora
tion," and all the famous tributes, many 
other gems selected from the speeches, argu
ments, lecturc::~, table·talks and day-to-day 
co~versations of the auth?r.. Fine steel por
trait and autograph faCSImIle. Price in
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $~ So. 

Photographs of Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, 4OC. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, MARCH 16, 1889 

"IF Freethought hasn't run into free love in New England, then I don't 
know what I'm talking about."-Rev. Samuel Jones. 

That i. just it, Mr. Jones. You don't know what you are 
,;.alking about; and ,vhat is worse, your ignorance is invincible. 

THE Presbyterians of Carpenteria, Los Angeles county, are 
raising a building fund for a chapel. One method adopted is to 
give to it the money received for eggs laid on one Sabbath in 
each month.' The projectors of this scheme are not troubled 
with the question whether or not the laying of eggs on Sunday is 
a desecration of the day. They rest in the comfortable assurance 
that if there is any sin connected with it, the responsibility is on 
the hen. 

WE should judge th~t the new Unitarian church at Spokane 
Falls, Wash., under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Mr. Wheelock, 
has wide doors'. According to its declaration, it recognizes c. no 
Atheism but rascality and no Infidelity but the violatio~ of the 
golden rule." It regards divine providence as identical with the 
order of the universe and welcomes to its fellowship all who de
sire to associate for the promotion of moral culture and the 
well-being of mankind. 

THE new president has laid down a strict rule that there shall 
be no Sunday business transacted at the White House., He in.. 
augurated family worship last Sunday. His postmaster-general, 
John Wanamaker. who is also a Presbyterian, conducted a Sun
day-school and Bible class in Philadelphia. From the outlook 
now, if the Blair Sunday bill ever reaches the president he will 
sign it with both hands. Meanwhile Mr. Wanamaker will make 
it sultry for Freethought literature in the mails i~ he ever gets a 
chance. 

THE article in this issue by W. S. Bush, Esq., is timely and 
will be of interest to many readers, especially those of Washington. 
The constitutional election of that coming state will be held in 
May. It is a fitting time to cast aside partisanship, and vote only 
for men who are friends of equal rights, of equal taxation, of a 
Secular constitution; friends of labor, and men who can neither 
be bought nor bribed by corporations. Mr. Bush, now of Seattle, 
was formerly in the law office of Colonel Ingersoll at Washing
ton, D. C. 

THIS is the latest reported utterance of the Rev. Samuel Jones, 
now doing his master's work in San Francisco. "Ingersoll is a 
blatant, blab-tongued fool. Why, a fly can sit on his nose and 
kick him in both eyes and he wouldn't know it. Bob has no 
brains, for he can see through a gimlet hole with botb. eyes at 
oncet. Agnostics an' f ools---..:..if they want to be so, let 'em set 
and fan themselves with their ears." It is really becoming 
necessary that some one should throw a shovelful of ashes over 
Mr. Jones, and carry him out on t\VO chips. 

"RELIGION and the drama may be becoming intertwined, but Chris
tianity and the drama are not and never can. The drama is part and 
parcel of the world, and the Christian is commanded to 'love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world; if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.' "-Religious Exchange. 

\Ve read in holy writ that God himself so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten wn for it, and the son so loved the 
world that he gave his life to redeem it. We are, furthermore, 
enjoined to be perfect as the father in heaven is perfect. If man 
is to be as God, and if God loves the world, how can man leave 
the world outside his affections? Is it possible that there can be 
inconsistencies in religion? 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Grass Valley is a prosperous mmmg town of old standing. 
The country round about is rich in ore, and the deeper the ham
mer penetrates the earth the more wealth is discovered. There 
are extensive mills, and the iron machineries crush the quartz 
with giant hands, ever busy and pounding with the relentlessness 
of fate. Enormous quantities of gold have been taken from the 
yellow bosom of the hills, and still the glittering stream rolls on. 
There is also a good farming country near Grass Valley and 
fertile fruit lands. Beautiful sceneries stretch away, pine groves, 
rocky mounds, verdant vales, and, beyond, the snowy Sierras. 
The city has the air of active growth. 

Mr. and 1\1rs. Van Hoeter are among our first generous allies 
at this place. They placed "Van's Opera House" at the service 
of the lecturer, and so the flag will fly, storm or shine. These 
friends do not place their light under a bushel. It shiries for-all, 
and in their happy home on the hill the Secular Pilg~i_~_ ?~C:;._:J 
royal welcome. 

Taking all things into consideration, the attendance at the 
lectures was favorable. There is a large orthodox element in 
Grass Valley. There is a Catholic institution which receives ten 
thousand dollars a year from the state. The Cornishmen at the 
mines are mostly of the Methodist persuasion and very re
ligious. However, the mountain air breathes liberty, and there 
are enough to give vital power to Freethought. 

Quite a number of signatures were received for the State 
Liberal Union, and thus, a nucleus is formed for permanent 
work. 

Wednesday morning-glittering sun and sapphire skies being 
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the order of the day-Henry Hanssen, with his snug little team 
and cheery presence, helped me to spend the day "visiting," as 
we used to call it "down in New England." The first home we 
struck, redolent of flowers, and carpets of green and budding 
trees, was Thos. Lee's, with his bright Infidel wife and children, 
and boys all in the pioneer ranks, learning in the school of 
nature the sweetest lessons of life. Round the circlin,5 hills, in a 
broad winding valley, we next arrive at the cosy cottage of Mr. 
and Mrs. Russel, where the little baby of three months is lord of 
all he survey~. The last time I was here Mr. Ru isel was on a 
sick-bed, but now he greets the sun with the music Of health. A 
pleasant hour I spent with these Liberal friends. Then, bowling 
away over the intricate roads, we came to Hanssen's own ranch 
close by the Idaho mine, where my comrade works, puts in his 
leisure time on his homestead, and when the spirit moves, takes 
the pen in, hand and expresses the music and philosophy of life. 
Thus, with his children about him, he 'mingles the darkness be
low with the sunshine above. 

We stop at the New Eureka, where Mr. Weldon is working, 
with fair prospects of a rich vein. He is working, I believe, 
under the guidance of the spirits, but for all that, his "faith" has 
an element of ~ommon sense. 

Striking across country, we reach the vineyards of our rightly-
named veteran, Thomas Paine, who has the spirit of the glorious 
hero in his advancing age. He was chairman of my lectures. 
Though over seventy years or" age, he retains the fire of youth, 
and is ready for frontier service still. 

Our stalwart Liberal, H. G. Leeman, was hard at \\0 'k when 
we found him'. With unflinching toil he wins the life of inde
pendence, and has no favors to ask of king or prie~t. 

'The golden sunshine was over all the hills when our day's 

here are helping the cause of Freethought, ~nd heartily join 
hands. Mr. Butterfield addressed their meeting \Vednesday last 
and was received with warm congratulations, and substantial aid 
was given. This union of our forces is ofthe highest importance, 
and will exert a splendid influence for Secular government. 

I went on Sunday morning to the Unitarian church. Rev. 
Mr. Massey is doing good, strong work here, and I rejoice that 
this Liberal form of religion is laboring so effectively for broad 
and generous ideas of man and his destiny. Mr. Massey gave a 
Temperance discourse, and it was full of sound sense. He does 
not believe much in legislation, although he recognizes its value 
when not the result of fanaticism. He is more in favor of regu
lation than prohibition. He recognizes that the use of alcohol 
is not altogether injurious, but has its medical benefits. To drink 
is not in itself a sin, as St. Paul declares. Saloons are· not a 
cause, but effect. The cause of so much misery is deeper, the 
ignorance of the people, and mainly the de5ire to have the ad
vantages of life without doing honest work to attain them. 
Sumptuary laws are unwise and any interference with personal 
liberty is unjustifiable. The strongest instrumentality against in
temperance is education, knowledge, and the bracing atmosphere 
of cultivated faculties. If all those in favor of temperance would 
take the position of Mr. Massey, much more would be accom
plished for genuine reform. Mr. Massey is a man of earnest 
convictions, of learning and literary power, and his work in Sa~
ram~nto i.s of the highest order. 

I had the pleasure after Sunday evening's lecture of' attending 
a session of the Critic Club at the house of Mr .• and Mrs. Judge 
Armstrong, where,there was indeed a "feast of reason and a flow 
of souL':. Mrs. Armstrong is a delightful hostess, and the 
vivacity of her nature leaves no one an excuse for dullness. The 

journey was ended, but it was a journey that would give inspira- _ Critic Club is composed of choice spirits, and art, literature, 
tion for labor and for hope. 

All the way' from Chicago via England and "round the world," 
I find Geo. A. Gymer a strenuous and broad Freethin1{er and 
Spiritualist. In reply to misleading statements, he has written 
some excellent articles 'on Freethinking in the Grass Valley 
"Evening Telegram." He intends to make Grass Valley his 
home, and will be a valuable supporter hereafter. 

George A. Cooper and others came from beyond Nc\'ad,l City 
and gave good cheer to my labors. 

Mr. Cossler L. Horton, whom friend McCowen of Ukiah will 
recognize as a soldier of Freethought, H. C. Zal'hf, and o.hers 
are of the guard that will never fall back. 

Mrs. Brady and professor Adams furnished excellent music 
for the lectures, for which they have the thanks of our Liberal 
friends. 

.-.. "G~ass 'valley"is not all that I wish, but there is light and 
·.7~rmth amidst its difficulties, and so the prorriise shines and the 
welcome glows, and I expect tQ again do battle along these 
freighted hills. The gold of Freethought will shine forth only 
by pltience and hard blows. ' 

The flag floats at Sacramento rain or shine. \Vith such goe d 
friends as N. D. Goodell, R. Butterfield, P. Haseler, Thos. Owen. 
Davies, there will always be 

"A midnight darkness changing into gray." 

The rain simply poured on Sunday evening, but it was such a 
good thing that we had no complaints to make. About a 
hundred were out, and so I am not discouraged. "The Sunday 
and the Sabbath" was the subject of my discourse. The Turners 

philosophy, and science scintillate in a brilliant social atmosphere. 
The Capital of California does not lack for elegance and culture. 
. SAMUEL P. PUTNAll. 

LOCAL LIBBRAL SOCIETIES. 

The following resolutions were passed unanimously at the late 
convention of the California State Liberal Union: 

" The success of Liberalism depends on work, both- destructive and 
constructive; on plucking out the weeds of error, and planting and culti
vating the germs of truth; on not only demolishing the temples of dark
ness and superstition, but also on the rearing in their places of more beau
tiful temples of liberty and light. .. 

- "We urge upon all lovers of true liberty the importance qf assembling 
themselves together for lectures, for reading, science clasies, and ethical 
associations, and in every way possible cultivating the intellect and filling 
the minds of th~ people with correct knowledge." 

All great movements, religious, political, or social, have won 
success by thorough organization. This is in accord with a law 
of nature. Nature is structural. For the permanence and health
ful efficiency of the California State Liberal Union, local societies 
must be organized and maintained. These local organizations 
will bring together men and women of Liberal thought in every 
community. These are more than are now suspected, but they 
are unassociated, and, so far, ineffectual. Association will en
courage the timid, restrain the violent, harmonize extremes, and 
develop wisdom. 

The watchwords of Freethought are liberty, reason, science; 
'liberty our protection; reason our course; science the ship on 
which we voyage. These watchwords. proclaim clearly to the 
world our purposes. "I have taken all learning for my province," 
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said Lord Bacon nobly; and no less must be the aim of the Lib
eral movement. It is a reaction against the falsity of the old. It 
must embrace the whole truth of the new to succeed and endure. 
\Ve cry out against the inanities and falsities of the churches, 
and we have something to substitute. 

Man is a many-sided creature, and on the more sides we touch 
him strongly, the more stron3"ly we shall hold him. He loves 
philosophy, politics, science, art, ,vark; pleasure, all in turn, or, 
when possible, in c()mbim.tion.· He is a sochl creature, and 
likes to get his knowledge and his pleasures in compan); with his 
fellows. 

Liberal societies having these purposes in view have then to 
consider methods: . 

1. NA:\IE.-It may be an Ethical Society, as that of Felix Adler, 
in New York, or William Salter, in Chicago, or a Church of 
Humanity, or a Liberal Se>ciety, or Club. The name does not 
so much matter if the purpose is clear. 

2. OFFICERS.-The usual President, SecreJary, and Treasurer, 
of course; a Board of Directors or Trustees, and always, when 
practicable, a Chief Lecturer or Teacher, a man of ability and 
education, who shall give his whole time and energy to the ,vork, 
and be liberally supported in it. This is essenliallo permanent 
success. Liberalism rejects the churches. It must substitute 
something ~{ltu.lly strong and stronger than their methods to at
tract and hold humanity. In every community the church has 
its paid representatives to maintain its teaching::; and manage its 
affairs. Liberalisn1 must do the same if it would compete success
fully with the chlJfch. That is a plain business principle. Con
tinuity of supervision and incessant attention to detail is essential 
to the success of anyenterprise. There is no danger that this 
Chief Teacher will confine right liberty of thought or bar the 
wheels of progress. He will not' be appointed by divine ordi
nation, but elected by human suffrage, which can always deter
mine the benefit of his services. 

3. MEETlNGs.-Sunday is our day of greatest leisure. We 
want it hampered by no Sunday laws of enforced observances and 
prohibitions of enjoyment, but by common present and probably 
future consent, ordinary business will be then \"holly or partially 
suspended. It seems the most convenient day for public meeting 
in some hall or approprilte place. The exercises should be pop
ular, attractive, and interesting: music, the best procurable, in
strumental and vocal; readings or recitations from the great 
thinkers, poets, writef3; an address on some topic, religious, 
moral, !K>cial, literary, scientific, by the chief teacher or an invited 
lecturer. Such might be a program that would instruct the intellect 
and please the sense. The meetings would also occasion mu
tual knowledge, pleasant friendships, common action, beneficent 
to the individual and to the community. They should be weekly, 
when practicable, for the sake of continuity of impression upon 
the community. In connection with them classes might be or
ganized for the instruction of children and young people in the 
true history of religion and the principles of liberal thought and 
moral action. 
• 4. GENERAL WORK.-Whatever affects the welfare of the com

munity. With organized classes for literary, scientific, or artistic 
instruction, debating clubs, etc., the society can bring its force to 
bear most strongly npon the educational and intellectual broad
ening of its members, and it undoubtedly will. Organized sub
societies of men and women may study and act upon the social 
an'l moral questions of the day-poverty, disease, vice, labor, 
household living) charity, the innumerable social questions which 

daily demand intelligent adjustment. Other activities better ex
perience will suggest. . 

It may be said that this proposed plan of organization and 
method closely follows that of the church, and that is largely true. 
By carefully studying the wants of humanity the church learned 
for a time to satisfy them. An organization that purposes to take 
her place has a perfect right to profit by her experience. Fas 
est et ab llOste doce.i-it is well to learn even of an enemy. "To 
know the best thoughts of the best minds," said Matthew Arnold. 
"is the best. education." To use the best methods of the past, 
with the intelligence of the present, will insure a successful 
future. 

Now for the application of these remarks. The Liberals of 
San Francisco and vicinity have at present an opportunity to 
organize a society after the methods above outlined. Of course 
the fin.t necessity is a speaker and worker who will devote his 
time and strength to the building up of the organization. For
tunately such a one is at hand in the person of Pruf. Herbert 
Miller, a young man of the broadest education, of liberal mind, 
and with an earnest enthusiasm for the new movement. Like 
many othe~ reformers, Professor Miller has passed from ortho
doxy to so-called liberal Christianity, or Unitarianism, and thence 
to science and Freethought. If his experience as an Episcopal 
preacher was of no value to him mentally, it gave him at 
least a thorough knowledge of the methods of organization, and 
that kn<;>wledge he is anxious to apply where it will do good in
stead of harm. . 

The time to improve an opportunity is when it presents itself. 
A meeting is called next Sunday evening, l\farch 17, at Crusad
ers' Hall, 909~ Market street, at. 7.30 o'clock, to consider the 
important question of a permanent Liberal organization, and all 
friends of the movement are asked to attend. 

A FOOL AND HIS FOLLY. 

The Chronicle one day last week remarked, referring to the 
Rev. Samuel Jones: 

"It is gratifying to observe that the tendency is not very strong in San 
Francisco to mistake slang and bad grammar for religion. The general 
impression of the outside world favors the idea that society in our city is 
underdone, not to say. raw; but the ill success of those who try to pass 
off noise and rowdyism for something b:!tter seems to point conclusively 
to the existence of a more correct tone and better taste than some of our 
censors can boast." 

If would 1}e gratifying if the implication of the Chronicle were 
correct-that the people of. San Francisco do not patronize the 
Rev. Samuel Jones-but the fact is that two or three tho~sand 
persons listen to him daily, and applaud his vicious, untruthful, 
and often idiotic utterances. Why should any sensible or intelli
gent human being clap his hands when such a statement as the 
following is made? It is from Mr. Jones's last Sunday sermon,: 

"Man is not a sinner because he is an Infidel, but h~ is an Infiuel be
cause he is a sinner. If he will quit sinning he will quit doubting as 

naturally as a man eats." 
As nearly as we can gather from Mr. Jones's rambling dis

course, he uses sin as a synonym. for immorality, dishonesty, 
and intemperance, and therefore the words quoted are equivalent 
to saying that all unbelievers are immoral, dishonest, or intem
perate-which is a lie on the face of it. 

The next sentence declares that when a man quits sinning he 
quits doubting. How wopld that statement apply to the great 
Freethinkers of the world? . How would it apply to Colonel 
Ingersoll? How to Ralph Waldo Emerson, to Theodore Parker, 
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to James Parton, or Herbert Spencer-men who have exempli
fied all the virtues known to the purest code of morals, and yet 
have rejected Christianity as untruthful? . Compare the lives of 
these men wIth the lives of Christians, of preachers, of priests, 
bisbops, and popes. 

It is evident tbat Mr. Jones gets his "facts" from his brother 
preachers and repeats them without pausing to think whether 
there is any foundation for them or not. But !here is little to be 
gained by replying to "Sam" Jones-much less by abusing him. 
As the psalmist observed, "though thou bray a fool in a mortar 
yet will not his foolishness depart from him." 

A PREACHER ON CHURCH, STATE, AND DIVORCE. 

When a minister talks sense we take pleasure in quoting him, 
and are therefore pleased to lay before our readers the words of 
the Rev. Dr. Harcourt as reported by the Chronicle from his 
last Sunday sermon. Said Mr. Harcourt: "The laws of the 
church ~nd the laws of the state are not eo-ordinate or identical, 
and I do not believe as some do that facility of divorce, espe
cial1y when accompanied by the liberty of remarriage, will tend to 
lower the moral tone of society. I believe as John Milton said) 
that 'honest liberty is the greatest foe of dishonest license.' The 
state, therefore, does well to make provision for the well being 
of its subjects." 

After speaking of the dangers and the degradations that grow 
out of a united church and state, he dwelt at length lloPon the 
causes for which a divorce may and s~ould be granted-: "Adul
tery, extreme cruelty, willful desertion, willful neglect, habitual 
intemperance, and conviction of felony. The popular cry is 
heard on all sides of the great evils of divorce. It is about time 
for us to look at the many evils of the other side. There is a 
bondage that is often worse than death. Emancipation from 
this is godlike. What I am astonished at is not that so many 
married people get along so poorly, but that under all the cir
cumstances they get along so well." 

Mr. Harcourt is evidently one of those preachers who, while 
not always right, are still willing to admit that the majority of 
questions have two sides. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Putnam's lectures as at present 
determined: 
Sacramento, March 17 Pomona, April 16, 17, 18, 
'Lemoore, March 19, 20, 21, Los Angeles, April 21, 
San Jacinto and vicinity, March 24, Norwalk, April 23, 24, 

25, 26, 27, Anaheim, April 25, 26, 
San Diego, March 31, Santa Ana, April 28, 
San Pasqual, April 2, 3, 4, Oleander and vicinity, May I, 2, 3, 
San Diego, April 7, San Francisco, May 5, 
National City, April 8, 9, 10, Boulder Creek, May 7, 8, 9, 
San Diego, April 14, San Fr'isco, vicinity, May 12,19,26. 

• Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Grub Gulch, and vicinity the 
first week in June. About the middle of June he will begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 
Shed's, etc. About the third week iI\ July he will be in Coos 
county, Or. . 

Those desiring lectures will please write at their earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

A CANADIAN legislator has offered a novel method of settling 
the question of annexation of the dominion to the United States. 
He has given notice that he will, at the earliest opportunity, move 
the adoption of resolutions by the Dominion Parliament looking 

to the annexation of the New England states to the Dominion of 
Canada. His resolution recites that the experiment of a republi
can government has proved a failure, and that there are strong 
indications that a dissolution of the Union is imminent, to be 
followed by the spread of Anarchy in the United States, and 
therefore that Canada will welcome such of the New England 
states as wish to return to their allegiance to the crown of Great 
Britain. With the Eastern states annexed to the dominion the 
capitulation of the rest of the country can be only a matter of 
time; but when New England joins Canada we may expect to 
see China annex California. 

IN some respects Japan sets this country an example worthy 
of emulation. Viscount Mori, the minister of education, de
clared, not long ago, his disbelief in the national gods, and for 
bade the teachings of religion in public schools .. Meanwhile the 
Congress of the United States has just been asked to so amend 
our Constitution as to provide for the teaching of the principles 
of the Christian religion. It is true that Mori was assassinated 
by a Shintoo fanatic, but he died a brave man's death. America 
should call upon some representative man to invoke a similar 
immortality by denying o~r national fetich and opposing super
stition in the schools. It is safe to say, however, that our poli
ticians are not that kind of men. 

FIRED by religious enthusiasm, Mrs. Pauline King, a middle
aged colored woman, of Springfield, Ill., has just finished a.iorty: 
days' fast. She had a vision in the latter part of January, during 
which she was ordered by the Almigbty to abstain from food for 
two-score days. Now that the fast is ended Mrs. King says she 
is going forth as an evangelist, to which work she has received a 
"call." Providence should now have the presence of mind to 
give Mrs. King another vision and impose upon her about forty 
years of silence. But things of that kind never happen. The 
mouths of fanatics are invariably" opened." 

THERE are about half a dozen religious" charitable" institutions 
in the District of Colum bia supported by public appropriations. 
Inquiry has recently been made as to the drawing of the color 
line by these institutions, and it is found that some of them refuse 
to receive colored orphans. Here is a good chance for the stale 
to assert itself. The government knows no distinctions based 
upon" race, color, or previous condition of servitude," and neither 
should any institution which it supports. The state should settle 
the matter by withdrawing its support. T-he institutions would 
then be at liberty to receive or reject anyone they ch~se. 

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for Mar~h contains excellent 
likenesses of the Board of Directors of the American Secular 
Union-Judge R. B. Westbrook, president; E. A. Stevens, secre
tary; Otto Wettstein, treasurer; 1\1rs. M. A. Freeman, chairman 
of the Finance Committee, and E. B. Foote, Jr., of the Executive 
Committee. The magazine contains a large amount of valuable 
reading matter. Mr. Green has placed a number of copies on 
sale at this office at 25 cents each. 

WE have three little leaflets that will do good by circulation. 
They are: I. "Nameless," a poem by Voltairine de Cleyre; 
2. "Two Creeds," the Catholic and the Cathartic, the latter creed 
being an amusing parody on the former; 3. "The Theft of 
Girard College," setting forth breifly the provisions of Girard's 
will touching sectarian teaching, and showing how those provisions 
have been violated. Any of these leaflets, 10 cents per dozen; 
50 CEnts rer hundred. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Advices from the interior of the state inform me that Professor 
Seymour is making himself unpopular in ~eligious circles. The 
professor carries with him a variety of skulls and other human 
remains, along with charts showing the effect of tobacco and red
eye on the popular anatomy, and when he spreads these' out be
fore the multitude and dilates upon them in a deep bass voice, 
his hearers are visibly affected. The professor has likewise made 
some phrenological observations and is a physiognomist to a great 
extent. He gives character readings at his lectures, and says 
that when he gets his hands on a man's head or smells his 
breath, he knows about how much truth it is safe to tell about 
him. The cause of phrenological accuf3cy is often damaged 
by some bad man coming to the anxious seat to have his he<,ld 
felt of. In such cases if the professor sticks to science he is in 
danger of being shot at. If he doesn't tell the truth the subject 
is likely to denounce him as a fraud, and he therefore has to go, 
ahead in a general way, using words which arouse the subject's 
admiration, though they may not get home on the intellect. His 
favorite victim is the local preacher, or pious citizen, and he 
hasn't any consideration for the weaknesses of eithE'f. I am 
daily expecting to hear complaints from them, but if they let him 
have their churches to talk Freethought and science in, under the 
thin disguise of phrenology and temperance, it seems to me that 
the joke is on them. ... .. 

I derived much pleasure last Sunday evening from attending 
a meeting of the San Francisco Turn Verein, of which I am a 
member. The occasion was a "Schau-turn en," or exhibition, by 
the active boys, girls, and young men belonging to the organiza
tion. The reason why I take so much interest in the Turners is 
because they are all 'Freethinkers. They represent the idea of 
a sound mind in a sound body. About thirty-five boys, the 
oldest' possibly fourteen, everyone of them as straight as a 
pickerel, as th,ey say in New England, gave an exhibition of 

, juvenile activity that awoke my admiration at once. The little 
shavers po:;ed, inverted themselves, pyramided, and evoluted like 
professionals. Even the little tots of girls swung light clubs with 
the rhythm of a song. I could not help comparing this exhibi
tion with the ordinary Sunday-school, where the children learn 
the old lies, and repeat like parrots the twaddle about Joseph 
and Jesus and the holy old sinners of Bible days. 

The young men vaulted and tumbled, and !Jut heavy \veights 
about with metrical precision, and sang noble songs, Conrad 
Flach, the instructor in gyrilllastics, looking on the while with 
justifiable pride. Secretary Lemme, of the State Liberal Union, 
wme the badge of committeeship, as did also Mr. Schroeder, 
Henry Maret, and Joseph Schweitzer, whose names mingle in 
the subscription list of FREETHOUGHT. And every Turner had a 
wife m mother, or sister, or schatz present. who gave the kind 
of applause that is worth winning. The affair ended, of course, 
with a grand ball. The best performers of the evening received 
prizes, and will go to Cincinnati to com pete in the games of the 
North American Turnerbund. 

Eminence as a musician is a precarious thing. More than 
sixty years ago, when the Marquis de Lafayette revisited America, 
a boy named Charles Snyder sang before him and astonished 
that patriot with his wonderful voice. Many years later the 
Marquis heard the same singer at the Royal Opera House in 
Paris, and gave him a lyre set with diamonds. From Paris Snyder 
went to Milan, Naples, Venice, Florence, and Rome, singing 
under the stage name of Henry Ashton, and achieving wealth and 
fame. An American manager heard of him, and went to Europe 
to listen to his voice, the result of which was that Ashton came to 
America under a three years' contract. Here he sang for a long 
time wiLh Jenny Lind the Swedisli Nightingale, but suddenly he 
disappeared from the stage and was heard of no more. 

The other day an old man of three score and fift~en came in~o 
FREETHOUGHT office and when he had recovered hIS breath saId 
that he was Charle~ Snyder, of Oakland.' Somebody had kindly 
sent FRFETHOUGHT to him during the past year. He admired it 
greatly, thol1~h unable to pay for it, and, he wanted it continued 

while he lived, which he did not expect would be many months. 
Old age was pulling him down, and asthmatic consumption help
ing it along. Mr. Snyder observed that the time had been when 
he had more money than he knew what to do with. He earned 
it fast and banked it. ,This led to the story that he was Henry 
Ashton. Jenny Lind's great tenor. "I had forty thousand dollars 
in the bank," said the old man, "but the bank broke and I lost it . 
all. I had a voice like a silver bell, so clear and strong that I 
often surprised myself with my own music. A cold contracted 
at Cincinnati grew into typhoid pneumonia, and neither my 
health nor my voice ever came back to me." 

Mr. Snyder was also a good pianist, but a sore on the inside of 
his hand left that member contracted and half useless, so th~t he 
.could not play at all. Except for a pair of bright eyes shininCT 

from.a face drawn sharp with consumption, there are small rem~ 
nants of life left in his once active body. However, his mind is 
clear and his speech intelligent, though his voice is mumed and 
limbs feeble. He lives in an attic room of the Sunnyside House, 
in Oakland. and subsists on the offerings of charity. 

I gave Mr. Snyder a cup of coffee from the cafe concealed un
der the editorial desk, and he ate with fortitude a small cake 
which our novelist Lilian had learned to make at the cooking 
school. He th<.n went upon his way refreshed and cheered. In 
years to come, when my performances upon the flute are forgotten, 
I may need a kindly hand myself, and I like to cast my bread 
upon the waters. 

I have just received from Brother H. L. Green, editor of the 
Freethinkers' Magazine, a cordial invitation to forward a good 
photograph of myself for publication in his monthly. There are 
reasons wl,ly I cannot accede to this request. Though born of 
poor but respectable parents-whose qualities, particularly the 
former, I have inherited in a marked degree-I was gifted at 
birth with great personal beauty, my only consolation for not 
ha ving been born wealthy. It was not my choice to be created 
thus, but the selection was made for me, and it is too late now to 
go behind the decision of the electors. I do not like the notion 
of entrusting the portrayal of my countenance to the hands of an 
engraver. No camera has ever been able to do me full justice. 
and the highe:;t effort of the photographer has produced at best 
but a mere "study," as it were, The engraver cannot finish the 
portrait. For the completed work the great public must refer 
back to the original, to be found at 504 Kearny street, top fioor, 
a young man with red whiskers, smoking a short pipe, and 
giving his best thought to the world for a salary of one dollar 
per diem. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

Abundant rains have assured good crops in California.-
John F. Swift, of this state, will represent the present adminis
tration in Japan.--The Citizen's ticket won in Oakland last 
Monday, and Gla~cock was elected mayor.--San Diego and 
Los Angeles, according to reports, have been half depopulated 
by the rush to the Santa Clara gold fields in Lower Califor
nia, but the rush has collapsed, and the deluded gold seekers 
are already returning.--Salvadonist Holmes, in jail at Sacra
mento for the crime of incest, is said to be trying to starve him
self to death. There is little hopc that he will succeed in the 
laudable endeavor.--There is so much dissension in the ranks 
of the patriotic Irishmen of San Francisco, that St. Patrick's day 
will be celebrated by three different divisions of Hibernians.-
If all the appropriation bills passed by the California legislature 
are signed by the governor the citizens of this s~ate will be taxed 
some $5.000,000 in the next two years, exclUSIve of schoo~ t.ax. 
--Four men are under arrest at Bakersfield, under SuspICIOn 
of being the Pixley train robbers. 

The queen has approved the appointment of Sir Julian Paunce
.forte to be British minister to the United States in place of Lord 
Sackville West, recalled.--The estate of the late Isaiah \Vil-' 
liamson, of Philadelphia, amounts to between $8,000,000 and 
$9,000,000, exclusive of the $2,500,000 for a mechanical schoo!. 
The money is willed to the decedent's relatives.--Chinese reSl" 
dents of Milwaukee, Wis., have been mobbed, and if the charges 
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against them are true hanging is too good for them. The mon
golian wretches are accused of debauching boys and girls.--
The forty-second annual report of the board of emigration com
missioners shows in substance that during the year 1888 the total 
number of passengers from all foreign ports landed in Castle 
Garden, New York, was 370,822 (237,856 males and 132,966 
f~males). The nationalities chiefly represented were: Irish, 
44,3°0; English, 38,355; German, 78,145; Russian, 33,°5 2; 
Swedish, 37,934; Italian, 43,927.--John Ericsson, the great 
naval inventor, died at New York last week, in his 86th year. 
--Six thousand weavers struck for higher wages at FaIr River, 
Massachusetts, last Monday.--The prison officials of New 
York are experimenting with electric methods for the execution 
of criminals.--An attempt was made on Sunday to burn out a 
party of thirty Italian laborers employed at the West Troy, N.Y., 
arsenal.--Robert Garrett, the demented railroad millionaire., is 
on his way to MexiCo with much improved health.--A lot of 
new ·war ships are to be built for the American navy.--Con
gressman Townshend, of Illinois, died last week. 

It is not safe to believe any of the war "news" from Samoa. 
There is no reason to believe that any fighting has been done 
between American and German men-of-war, and the Nipsic 
still floats.--A German paper has been suppressed at Bremen 
for attacking Bismarck.--Henry George is in England, meet
ing with enthusiastic receptions.--Several French legislators 
will be prosecuted for their connection with the patriotic league. 
--The warfare between the peasantry and landlords of Ireland 
was reopened March 1I with bloody results. While Creach, a 
county Clare landlord, and his sister, were driving to church, they 
were am bushed and fired upon by unknown persons. Both were 
badly wounded. 

SAFEGUARDS OF THE SUFFRAGE. 

Washington Gladden discusses, in the February Century, the 
above topic. He says the first question is to "determine \\ ho 
shall vote." That the first condition of popular government is 
education. That as a large proportion of the foreigners who 
emigrate here are ignorant of the country and its laws, the num
ber of. ignorant voters is increasing. That they, and the millions 
of ignorant negroes who vote, have reduced the average capacity 
of the voter, so that "the average A merican citizen is not a 
proper person to exercise the suffrage." Tested by the same 
rule of thumb, the average morals of the American citizen might 
be said to be lowered, so that he is not a proper person to belong 
to a church. Or, if the morals of Christian ministers is to be 
scaled by a similar rule, the average might raise some doubt as 
to their capacity for political rights. For years, in many of the 
states, ministers were debarred from office because of their unfit
ness to deal with political matters. The serious question is 
whether their admission to active politics has not reduced the 
intelligence of the average voter. 
. Mr. Gladden then turns to the suppression of the negro vote 
in the South, and considers it "one of the natural consequences 
of extending the suffrage to people who are unfit to vote." He 
brushes aside the results of the war so far as they were in favor 
of human freedom. When it closed, the rebel element refused 
to vote or hold office in the Southern states, because the colored 
man was held their equal in rights, and they hated the rule of 
the northern man who recognized that principle of law and 
worked in good faith to build up free states in the South. In 
the reconstruction of the Southern States, provision was made for 
free public schools. Northern aid was also generously tendered 
to educate the southern colored people. When the ultra South
ern element determined to control the state governments they 
secured power by intimidation and fraud. The Liberal recon
struction legislation was repealed. Northern men have been 
discriminated against. Force and violence have been as effect
ive to suppress the white vote as it was to suppress the colored 
vote. They are determined in no event to allow their opponents 
to control. Such men oppose an educational test. They know, 
too, that the fourteenth amendment forbids it, and that the mo
ment they enforced such an enactment they would lose a pro
portionate representation in Congress. . 

Mr. Gladden deplores bribery, and yet he must know that the 

bribers and their agents would pass the educational test for voters. 
So would the officers who make false returns. If the heavy hand 
of government is to fall upon any citizen, it should _be on the 
~ducated vote~, who consi?ers everything fa~r in politics. and jus
tifies fraud, bnbery, and VIOlence, so that hIS party may win the 
election. What is needed is more virtue in the educated voter
more honesty, more courage, more manliness. If ministers take 
an active part in politics, let them denounce those who per
petrate election frauds, instead of justifying them on the plea 
that the voters were ignorant. Let them follow the example of 
Theodore Parker in the days of the fugitive slave law. Or, in a 
more recent case, when the Supreme Court of the United States 
struck down the civil rights law, and the lawyers and statesmen 
acquiesced almost without a murmur. Robert G. Ingersoll re

. viewed the decision in a bold and masterly address, which was 
unanswerable.. 

The opponents of equal suffrage for all adult citizens would 
deny others the same political rights which they claim for them
selves. Some claim that the test should be educational' others 
that it should be the payment of a property tax, on the' ground 
that those who pay the taxes alone shall say how they shall be 
expended; others would discriminate between nativ~ and foreio-n
born citizens, giving the preference to the former; still others 
\~ould base it on sex, irrespective .of the per.sonal or property 
fights of womel!, or of the laws whIch regard the ,,"ife's person
alty as merged In that of the husband, or of those which declare 
that .the .husband and wife shall be .equal in their property and 
famIly rIghts. -

Mr. Gladden, however, disposes of the whole question of suf
frage hy the assertion that suffrage" is not a natural rio-ht which, 
c~~ be justly with~eld from no rna? But this is a popular super
stItIOn. Suffrage If-; not a natural rIght. . Natural rights are 
not subject to restriction and limitation." In this territory, one 
of the grave charges brought against woman suffrage was that 
they used it too effectively in connection with their services as 
jurors, to put down liquor selling. gambling, and licentiousness. 
Hen~e the vicious element combined to take it away, and they 
took It away on account of this intermeddling with the vices of 
men. If the suffrage of preachers is not a natural rio-ht but sim
ply. a privile!?e. granted by the party in power, they ~adnot com
plam If the VICIOUS element hereafter takes it away. If suffrao-e 
it not a natural right, the party in power may so restrict it that 
only a very few of the so-called wisest and best can vote or hold 
office at all. . 

"Natural rights are not subject to restriction and limitation." 
Hence as suffrage is so subject, it is not a natural -rio-ht. This 
r.ule of Mr. ~ladden's will.cut down natural rights to a Overy small 
hst. The !Ight to do busmess, to acquire and hold lands, to con
vey them, IS subject to restrictions and limitations of various 
kinds. Is it not a natural right? These limitations are bascJ 
on the principle that one person should not use his rights to prop
erty in such a manner as to injure another. Society has fixed the 
age of majority as the period when the citizen, male or female 
is considered capable of making and enforcing contracts. Th~ 
same rule is adopted in regard to voters. It is a proper regula
tion of a natural right in each case. . 

The fundamental principle on \vhich our government is 
founded is that the civil and political rights of all adult cit
izens are equal, and that both are natural rights which belono
to every citizen of adult age. The professional man who d;' 
nies this shows that he is ignorant of the' fundamental princi
~les of our govern~ent. J:Ie, ~t least, should not decry the intel
hgence of the patnot who IS dnven out of the despotisms of Eu
rope. The education of such ministers has not educated' nor 
has their study of theology taught them justice. Prejudi~e has 
warped or deadened their sense of right. The republic is in 
danger from the sophistries of such men, who (orce themselves 
to the front as the leaders of thought, quite as much, .. not 
more, than it is from the ignorance of the colored voter, fr0m 
the ~'ote of the foreigner who speaks broken English, from the 
patnot who comes here to escape the despotisms of Europe .. 

The principal opponents of municipal suffrage for wom~, in 
l\Iol.:)sachusetts, were the editor of the Congregationalist, of Bos
ton, and another minis~er, They concede tQ wo~eQ the right 
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to obey their husbands, to fear God, and to serve the church 
and the priesthood by acts of benevolence and charity. As a 
recom pense, they will be entitled to eternal happiness here
after. 

Of course it is the duty of women to visit the slums, to erect 
hospitals and asylums for the victims of the lust of men, and 
society will vote them thanks as ministering angels. If, however, 
they demand the right to vote, so that honest and fearless men 
may be elected to office, and the tide of violence, poverty, and 
crime may be stemmed, the keepers of the slums, and the self
styled pillars of society, including many of the prie3th 1~d, are 
shocked at the impropriety of women mingling in p01itic3. 

Fortunately, the emancipation of women from authority is 
progressing. They are fast learning to think for themselves in 
matters of religion, and in duty to themselves, in spite of clerical 
influences. In the recent school election in Boston they voted 
almost unanimously for Rabbi Schindler for school trustee, 
although he is a radical in religion. In the school elections in 
Great Britain Mrs. Ashton Dilke and Mrs. Annie Besant were 
elected members of the school board by large majorities. 

Irrespective of the question of how women have voted in this 
territory heretofore, or how they may vote hereafter, I am in fa
vor of giving them equal political rights with men. If a woman 
has a right to sell liquor under the same terms as those required 
of men, she has the sa!Jle right to protect her business by the 
ballot a man has. On the other hand, the wife of a drunkard, 
who spends the joint earnings of himself and wife in saloons, and 
makes himself and family a charge upon private benevolence or 
public charity, has a right to help regulate the liquor traffic, so 
that it may not produce such results. This includes the right to 
vote for men who will pass proper laws and for men who will 
enforce them. 

In the selection of men for delegates to the constitution:1.1 con
vention, those only should be selected who are pronounced 
friends of equal rights, and are in favor of. equJ.l taxation of all 
property except public property, who are pledged to the absolute 
separation of church ar.d state, and to protection of labor against 
ca pitaI. \V. S. BUSH. 

Seattle, Wash., Feb. 27, 1889. 

LILIAN'S STORY. 

\Ve continue this week the publication of Lilian's thrilling 
romance. 

PARKER & CO. 
By A. LILIAN ANDREWS, AUTHOR OF "O~E PENNY," "NELLIE'S 

"MONKEY," AND OTHER TALES. 

CHAPTER IV. 
•, What will we call ourselves? 'Parker & Comp:my' is a guod 

name," said Grace. 
Just then Tom came in. 
"I guess we had better keep a shop of our own, Anita," 

said he. 
Anitia: "Yes that would be better." 
Tom: "I looked at a real nice little ~tore" 
Anita: "How much rent?" 
Tom: "$5 per month.'~ 
"Cheap enough." 
"Yes, we will have it. But I have a good plan," said Anita. 

" You know father's hotel. Mr. Parker had kept a hotel in the 
woods. It was near the cottage. W ell I was thinking of having 
summer boarders." 

"Yes, yes," said all the others. 
"All right, I will tell you more. There is a large hall down 

stairs, and I can keep a cooking school." Anita's plan was set
tled upon, and she was selected to appoint everyone and give 
him his work. "Tom, Grace, and I will keep the hotel. Even
ings I will teach cooking. Grace, Tom, and Ted will make 
candy. Ted will tend store. Bessie, Jessie, and Mabel will make 
beds, Frankie will go with Ted and do errands, and Mais;y will 
help Bessie, Jessie. and Mabel." 

"The baby, what will she do? " 

"She'll be taken care of." 


(70 be Continued.) " 


OUR oUNITARIAN PRIEND. 

The Rev. Eli Fay, of Unity church, Los Angeles, on February 
10 made a brief reply to the question, "Is the creation of man 
a failure?" Any but the gentlest criticism of his sermon would 
be unkind. If the preachers would all talk like Mr. Fay, and 
practice what they preach, the life of the American S.::cular 
Union would be shorter than that of a snowball in the red-hot 
hands of Satan. 

The fabled fall of Adam and Eve is exposed to a smooth con
tempt. The childishness of the story is shown to be equaled 
only by its cruelty. Encouraged by a being created by their God, 
they gratified their natural desires, and for this offense "they 
were cursed above all cattle and above every beast of the field." 
"Every human being to be born into the world fell under the 
concentrated wrath

O 

and curse of God. Never was a military 
. campaign planned and entered upon that proved so overwhelm
ingly disastrous as was God's first encounter with the devil. Not a 
vestige of the original plan remained; the entire field was swept 
bare; Paradise was an appalling ruin." . . "With profound 
reverence for God, it may be said that dealing with one 
man and one woman who stood as the federal head of unnum-" 
bered thousands of-millions whose eternal destiny for weal or 
woe would be determined by a single word or deed-as it were 
by the turn of their hand, God was J:>ound, without the slightest 
hesitation I declare, God was bound to succeed-by all the in
effable glories of heaven, and all the hopeless agony, the black 
despair of hell, morally, morally bound to succeed.". . "The 
.great creeds of the orthodox church assume that he did not suc
ceed." 

And then to make amends what a trivial scheme was adopted, 
what an infinitesimal effort of an infinite God, and that after 4000 

years of contemplation of his error. "He went to the cross in 
the person of Jesus Christ as his only means of recovering what 
he lost through his own want of foresight and care-lost through 
the surprising cunning of his great enemy against whom he had 
erected not the slightest fortification or stationed a single picket." 

"Gladly we turn from this whole system of theology, which in 
its drafts upon the imagination, its assumption of the incredible, 
surpasses all heathen mythology; and we begin with the postulate 
that there is one God; the life of all life; the soul of all souls; 
the source of all things.". "Those who listen to me know 
that I am not at all in sympathy with the views of Robert Inger
soll, who holds that. at death we drop into abso
lute nonentity." As to matters of this life the expressed views 
of Mr. Fay are in all essentials exactly in accord with those of 
Mr. Ingersoll. The disagreement of views respecting a future 
life is plain enough, but it cannot be the disagreement that Mr. 
Fay has in mind, because Ingersoll's views have been misstated. 
Ingersoll confesses his lack of knowledge and owns his incom
petency to discover differences in synonyms. To him the as
sumptions of credulous orthodoxy and the postulations of the 
Deist are of equal value. He knows the limits of his knowledge, 
and neither affirms nor denies the existence of a God, and no
where does he claim that "at death we drop into absolute non
entity." The drop is to him a mystery, and the c~stitution of 
his mind is such that the addition of another mystery, or God 
mystery, to the list merely adds confusion to ignorance and is in 
no way satisfactory or convincing. What he has said in sub
stance a thousand times is this: " We do not know, we cannot 
say whether death is a wall or a door, the folding forever of 
wings or the spreading of pinions to soar." A postulate-Ii a 
th1nO' assumed without proof"-of a God cannot successfully 
controvert what Ingersoll does not assert, nor does it in any 
manner tend to establish the existence of an infinite intelligence. 

Mr. Fay holds that "Agnosticism em pties the heart ofall grand. 
inspiration; makes impossible the eager, onward, upward gaze 
that carries us over many of the rough places of the world, de
stroys all high and sacred incentive, and dissipates the delightful, 
waking dream that our manifold and marvelous development, 
and all of our exqu~site sensibilities here, are prophetic." Of 
what? Immortality? A postulation of the obscure and indis
tinct leads to a waking dream, and the dream becomes a prophecy 
of an incoherent and indefinite hope I What's the matter with 
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the naked hope unhandicapped of an, assortment of specially 
manufactured illusions? Agnosticism is not necessarily devoid 
of a hope of immortality, and the hope is just as vigorous as a 
tram p in the unknown as it would be riding around in elegance 
under a white parasol on a creature drafted from the imagination. 
Is a knowledge of the limits of knowledge less inspiring or less 
elevating than a faith in what we cannot com prehend? Para
phrasing Mr. Fay, "the more we positively know, the worse we 
become!" Is that logic? . 

Cardinal Newman is held up as one, of the horrible examples 
of a belief in the orthodox God: "A face the saddest, the most 
anxious, the most care-plowed I ever saw, indicating that all true 
inspiration, all buoyant hope, all natural brightness and joy long 
sin~e departed from his heart, says: 'Nature is out of joint with 
the purposes of God.' Is it wonderful that he is sad?" Perhaps 
not. But as the opposite of this description fits Ingersoll, I fail 
to see where it adds force to Mr. Fay's argument. , 

Mr. Fay is satisfied with the nebular hypothesis and 5ubscribes 
to the theory of evolution, but he places :;t God before both. Is 
it not a child:sh idea of God that "he may be trusted to finish 
the work so quietly begun, and so unostentatiously and yet so 
successfully prosecuted?" That is, he must practice before he 
can become perfect, and after awhile, with man's assistance, he 
will be able to produce a man that is a real man; and as man is 
progressing towards perfection his "creation" is not a failure. 

There are times when l\,lr. Fay forgets about God, and talks 
about man just as an Infidel would talk. And his religion is not 
that of the club and the fagot. His sermon is published in 
pamphlet form for free distribution, and those who read Robert. 
Elsmere literature will find it worth perusal. 

Anaheim, Cal., Feb. 25. JAMES B. HASSEIT. 

IS THERE NO EVIDENCE? 

The clergy of San Francisco have been invited and pressed to 
present the evidences of their faith, in a tangible form, before the 
best minds in our city, and in the presence of opposing counsel, 
to object, to rule out, and to show its inefficiency. The form 
suggested is highly practical, and well calculated to illustrate and 
enforce each point. It is that of a court, with counsel on each 
side, and a learned judge to rule out whatever is not in order, 
not admissible, or does not make a sufficient proof. 

No acceptance has been received. The clergy decline the 
ordeal. They doubt their ability. They doubt the aid of God 
or the holy ghost. They doubt their own ability to attain a tri
umph. They manifestly doubt the facts of the case, and dare 
not lay them before the people. At a meeting of one of their 
conferences they seem to give all away, and to admit that in such 
an examination they have nothing to show, nothing to say, no 
hope of making out a case for their religion. One of them, in a 
recent conference, said in relation to this matter: "The Christian 
religion has no such evidence to offer. It is a religion of author
ity and emotion. It speaks to be believed, felt, obeyed, and not 
examined. They who hesitate are lost. They who examine are 
never satisfied. Those who require proof only go farther and 
farther awaye Hell is yawning for all. The church offers a free 
pass to heaven, to those who come and ask no questions. But 
it has nothing for the doubter who must have a reason, who 
questions the authority of those who offer him an estate for 
nothing." , 

Very good. If such is the attitude of the church, then the 
Salvation Army is the only open door. It requires no knowledge, 
no proof, no demonstration that it is true. It is simply an alarm, 
like an alarm of fire in your house; you must get up and run, 
and find out after whether he who cries fire is honest and truthful 
or not. 

But this attitude for religion will not suit the republic and the 
coming century. We have discarded all authority for truth. 
The Constitution of the United States declares that all men are 
free and equal, and each must think for himself: There can 0'0 
longer be religion by imperial edict, act of parliament, or papal 
letter. All must rest on such broad evidence' as will speak to 

'the general mind. This emotional religion is akin to emotional 
insanity~ It is not favored in our courts, or among our people. 

Those who yield to it are not regarded as safe, reliable persons. 
Even in a fire, to run and scream, regardless of the f.acts in the 
case, and jump out of the window when you might as well go by 
the door, is the act of an insane rather than a sound mind. 
And if we are to take religion on the jump, as it were, without 
examination or facts, we are confronted with another difficulty
which to take. If emotion, and not reason, must decide, how 
shall we select or resolve whether Christ or Mohammed or 
Confucius shall be our guide? The emotions of all speak for· 
their own side, and on this basis all men shall follow forever 
the religion of their fathers. But this cannot be. For the first 
time in this world all the nations of the earth confront each other. 
with their forms of government, religions, and domestic modes 
and manners. Mankind will select the best of all from each, 
and sometimes make a new pattern contrived from several or all. 

In governme~t, without any common understanding, man .has 
evoluted to monarchy, as a rule. It is the first form of orgamza-· 
tion for human society. But time has evolved better patterns, 
and the \vhole world is bound to gravitate to the better plan. 

Slavery followed monarchy. It was a little varied in different 
states, but the rule in all. Yet it must disappear. Justice and 
reason have condemned it to oblivion, and it must die. In a 
thousand years itwill be a relic of the barbarous past. Religion has 
followed the same role. It was a natural product of the human 
mind and in all climes, all races, and all conditions it has 
reached pretty much the same essence. These are .the simple 
elements of all the religions of the world: 

God is a father, king, despot, who must be implicitly obeyed. 
The priest is his agent, with his authority, and must be 

believed. . 
God will bless those who believe and obey, and curse those 

who do not. 
Beyond this world there is a hell for unbelievers and rebels, 

and a heaven for those the church approves. 
If you want heaven, and would avoid hell, believe and obey, 

and honor and pay the preacher. 
Here Jehovah is God,and Christ the great priest. There Allah is 

God, and Mohammed is his prophet. In other places the names 
and forms and observances are all changed, but the simple prin
ciples above set out are never changed. They are common to 
all the religions of the world that have ever been connected with 
the state. Not before, as a rule. Christ taught no such doctrine. 
It was only when the Christian religion was wedded to the Roman, 
empire that it took on all the ingredients of a perfected state 
religion. Now, like the monarchy and slavery, this form of state 
religion must cease. It will do so slowly, as the human mind 
reaches up to a higher plane. But there will be no going back. 
There can be none. Our fathers, in their Constitution, utterly 
excluded all these elements of state religion, and in express 
terms declared them untrue. It is written there as plainly as 
word could say: God is not a despot or king, but only the father 

. in heaven. He has not appointed any man to be his agent or 
mouth-piece. God will bless all those who do right, the. brave 
and the free, and curse none, only with the consequehces of their 
own acts. All men shall think for themselves, and seek their 
own happiness in their own way. There is no need to believe 
any man. Obey no man. And pay and honor no man only as 
you believe him to deserve them.. Every American citizen shall 
believe as seems to him best, and no opinion shall be a crime. 

Compare this with the -elements of religion above set out"and 
you find a flat contradiction of every line. . And our people are 
being educated up to the Constitution'of their fathers. As mon
archy is dead among us by their act, so will this effete religion 
of the past die out. It is not rational, and it will soon cease to 
be emotional. We have no emotional monarchists now. But 
Fiance has thousands who are crazy for a king. Germany has 
those who worship the Brandenburgers, and Russia regards 
the czar as God's anointed. But all this must pass away. 
Emotions that are irrational cannot rule mankind much longer. 
All must be swept into the waste-basket, monarchy, slavery, and 
religion that will not bear investigation. It is idle to imagine 
any other course. And indeed the process is well op. its way in the 
United States. The churches do not break, but bend gracefully 
before public opinion. N? one ventures to teach the hard-shell 
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dogmas of a hundred years ago. They are all simply dropped, 
one by one, and they must all go. The church of the republic 
must harmonize with the republic. We can no longer keep 
apart. Truth is not a contagious pestilence to be quarantined 
against. There is no truth that is' dangerous and injurious to 
mankind, and there is no error that can be salutary. There can 
be no religion of value that will not bear investigation. If men 
cannot believe it after a close inspection, the assent of the igno
rant and emotional is of no value. 

If, after a well ordered trial of all the allegations in court, it could 
be said that religion had made out its case, and there was 
ground for a rational belief in it, what a source of pride it would 
be to our churches, and in all future time what a book of refer
ence the record would become! 

If it should be found to be utterly groundless, as many very 
sensible people now hold, can the clergy learn it too soon ( 
\Vould it not guide them to such changes as the age demands? 

Should th~y decline this opportunity, what are we to think of 
them? Do they believe that the religion of, God cannot stand 
the strain of public debate? Alas, what weakness! Rather is 
that the true light that knocks at the doors of the churches and 
is kept out by orthodox adherence to antiquated error. There is 
no danger ftat error should prevail. "'Vho ever knew truth put 
to the rout in a fair and open encounter?" 

We hope 'to see our clergy enter the arena with all their power 
and zeal. Organize your defense with j'our best men and your 
best material and forms. The enemy is at hand, well armed 
and confident. And this consolation will remain above all, that 
the exploding of one religion is only to lay the foundation of a 
better. Human history has no record of a people abandoning 
a ,good religion to take on a ~vorse. All our changes have been 
for the better. Let us not leave for the next century what should 
be done in this. " • H. L. K. 

THE CHURCH OP HUMANITY. 

At the dedication of the New Church ~f Humanity at San Jose, 
l\Ltrch 3, M". N. F. RlVlin thus explained the object of the or
ganization : 

The Church of Humanity is organized as a living rebuke to 
the narrow, uncharitable exclusiveness of sectarianifill. How 
much of the Christ-spirit, and to what extent does sympathy for 
humanity in its abyssmal depths dwell in the various "isms" of 
of the day? \Vho sways the scepter of power, Jesus Christ or 
l\Jammon, the god of this world? 

How many people in San Jose possess the spirit, keep the com
nundments, and daily follow the example of Jesus? I fear not 
one. Jesus said unless a man forsook all that he had he could 
not be his disciple. Of whom is this true to-day? He says, -"If 
a man come to him and hate not his father and mother, his 
wife and children, his brothers and sisters, yea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be his disciple." Who meets the require
ment, taking the scripture just as it reads? Jesus says: If you 
have two coats give one of them to him who has none. Who 
does it ( He commands you to love your enemies and to love 
your neighbor as yourself. Do rou know any one who does 
either? He.says . that unless you' deny yourself, take up your 
cross and follow him daily, you cannot be his disciple. Now 
the whole requirements which Jesus Christ himself lays down 
are sufficient refutation of the modern· idea of salvation by faith 
alone. . 

It is a well-known, undeniable fact that these conditions of dis
cipleship are not met. Vast numbers of people calling them
selves Christians live in self-indulgen~e, deny themselves nothing 
they have the means to obtain, follow their own whims and no
tions, and pay no heed whatever to the commandments and 
teachings of Jesus. People who come so far short of meeting 
the requirements of him whose name they have assumed should 
cultivate a more charitable spirit toward others, and be more 
sparing in the use of opprobrious epithets. 

The Church of Humanity is organized in the defense of Free
thought, of private judgment, of personal liberty, of free speech, 
of equal rights, of impartial justice, of the equality of the sexes 
before the law, and of the claims of suffering humanity through

out the world. It is organized to defend no dogmas, to spread 
abroad no theories of religious belief, to formulate no creed, and 
to establish no sect. Yet, in the spirit of a broad charity, it ac

. cords to all people everywhere the right to any form of belief, 
to any creed or system of doctrine that they may think proper to 
adopt, and that they should be protected therein so long as they 
do not infringe upon the rights of others. 

The church of Humanity is organized to labor for the better
ment of the condition of the masses, to lighten the burdens of 
the "heavy laden," to comfort such as mourn, to give bread to 
the hungry, clothing to the naked~ and, as far as possible, find 
employment for the unemployed. Its mission is to inculcate the 
vital principles of right living in this world in conformity with 
the ethics of· the "Golden Rule." ., All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do yc even so to them." This 
is the very quintes~ence of true theosophy and of true Christianity 
as well. Had no other doctrine ever been incurcated the world 
had long since been redeemed, and never would human blood 
have been shed by reason of any differences of opinion in re
ligious matters. Humanity, everywhere over the whole earth, 
would welcome the religion of the Golden Rule. There is no 
race so barbarous, so benighted, that. its application would not 
elevate, educate, civilize, and redeem. Were the Christless, soul
less formalities of religious belief now dominant in Europe to be 
supplanted by the simple, pure, guileless religion of the Golden 
Rule, not a nation but what would disarm at once and universal 

, peace and prosperity would be assured for all time to come. 
The starving millions of earth would be fed. Her countless 
thou'sands of unemployed men and women would have remun
erative employment. The constantly increasing army of mental, 
moral, and physical wrecks would rapidly diminish, and the 
insane asylums, poor-houses, and prisons would be converted 
into industrial schools or manufacturing establishments. 

This plain, simple, unvarnished religion is what humanity 
needs, and it is the only idea or type of religion that can ever be 
made world-wide and of universal application. It is the great 
essential of all religions. Everything else in the line of dogmas 
and isms could be sacrificed and the world lose nothing-abso
lutely nothing. It i3 on non-essentials that the so-called Christian 
world split and divide, and over which they have so long wrangled. 
It is the hight of folly to suppose that the great world of man
kind can ever be brought to embrace a religion whose votaries 
agree not aIlIong themselves, and whose views of truth are 
irrational and conflicting. To think, speak, and act right toward 
all people in every relation in life is all the religion this world 
needs. It is exactly what Christ taught and illustrated by his ex
ample. It is a religion which we preach and which the Church 
of Humanity is organized to promulgate. It is not a religious 
belief, but practice. Are other churches laboring to elevate hu
manity ( So are we. Do they seek to save men from sin? So 
do we. Are they interested in the cause of temperance ( So are 
we. Are they in the love of truth and good? So are we. Do 
they preach charity? \Ve try to practice it. Do they delight in 
love and wisdom ( So do we. \Vherein lies the difference (
in external forms and ceremonies, and in speCUlative theories 
concerning God and Christ and man's existence in the eternal 
world. The old theology we reject. It is useless to fill the old 
bottles of dogmatic belief with the new wine of spiritual truth. 
The bottles have neither the strength nor capacity to hold the 
wine. Send them to some junk-shop of theological relics and 
put the wine into new botttes, new modes of thought and new 
forms of expression. In so far as the Bible teaches spiritual 
truth, in harmony with science and reason, we accept it. But we 
do not regard it as a book of infallible authority, nor do we be
lieve the holy spirit of truth had anything to do with dictating 
or inspiring all that it contains. The idea is absurd that a book 
should be called a revelation from God to man, and yet the chief 
excellence of that revelation lie in the fact that man cannot com
prehend it, and as far as it is understood it becomes worthless as 
a revelation, and when fully known is to be thrown away as 
good for nothing. Strange logic. We have no use for a revela
tion that can never be understood or comprehended. \Ve may 
know the truth, and as we know be correspondingly free. \Ve 
do know and fully comprehend the ethical teachings of Jesus. 
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We lay no claim to superior knowledge, but we do believe in the opponents of. religious debate had succeeded in placin-g the 
eternal progress. The man who never changes his views upon gag on free speech? The glory of America is her freedom of 
any subject never progresses, and never adds to his very limited debate, glorious in spite of abuses and evil associations, and when 
stock oCknowledge. No man, four or five hundred reus ago, the same freedom permeates the churches, "the world will be the 
could look upon truth from the standpoint we now occupy. better for it."- Shall we abandon truth because it is intermixed 
What revelations and what discoveries since John Calvin's day! with error? Shall we give up any good thing because it may be 
He considered it impious foolishness to talk of the earth being put to, a pad use~, If so we will surrender our stomachs! 
globular in form and revolving upon its axis, as we now know it It will be a surprise to many of my readers when they discover, 
does. Who would think now of quoting Calvin as standard au-. as they follow me through these pages, with what unanimity 
thority in astronomical science? And why regard him as the Bible writers were committed, unreservedly, to freedom of 
authority in religious matters? If he was so far from the truth debate. _ King Solomon, reputed to have been the wisest man 
in his conceptions of the earth and its movements, what reason thatever-lived, urged it-in these words: "Debate thy cause with 
is there to suppose that he is any nearer the truth in his concep- thy neighbor." Proverbs xxv, 9. 
tions of God, of eternity, and of heaven and hell? Yet" Calvin's - - Isaiah was so fond of discussion, and so sure that he would be 
Institutes" are standard authority in many a theological semi- _victorious, that he said, "The Lord God will help me; therefore 
nary to-day. He is honored as the founder of Presbyterianism, shall I not be confounded; therefore have I set my face like a 
and students for ·the ministry imbibe his teachings and go forth flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that 
to retail them to the world as the truth. Election, predestination, justifieth me; who will contend with me?" Isaiah I, 7, 8. 
and foreordination, the unalterable eternal, decrees of an oru- Some of my Christian brethren remark that there is nothing 
nipotent personal God. Cling to Calvinism, ye who will. Abide in the way of anybody contending for the truth. They insist 
in the cemetery of the dead if you must. Become fossilized au- that those who wish to controvert what the miniHers of Chris
tomatons if that be your highest ideal of a man. But lay not the tianity teach are at liberty to do so--can hire a' hall for that pur
flattering unction to your soul that you can fetter the lightning pose. They are confident that it was never meant by~he Bible 
bolts of thought, retard the wheels of progress, or impede the that debates should be brought into the church. Why not? Is 
"grand march" of destiny. Humanity, invited to come up it notthe prime object of debate'to elicit the truth? Can there 
higher, shakes off the bondage of her past oppressions, and in be a more sacred pursuit than truth seeking? Is there any spot 
her might stands foith appareled in her royal vestments of liberty on earth too good to find whatever is true? The old prophet, 
and freedom for evermore. Woe betide whatever stands in the just quoted, says, "Let us stand together;" not one in yonder 
way of her upward movement. Nations will be convulsed, church and another in this halL "Who is mine adversary," says 
thrones will topple into ruins; scepters, broken in t\vain, shall Isaiah," let him come near to me." 
pass away, and the very foundations of the earth b~ moved, but -I have heard the objection that it is not the place of a minister 
humanity, long crushed and bleeding humanity, her day of de- of the gospel to step down from the pulpit into the arena of. de
liverance has dawned at last, and ere the present cycle of evolu- bate.. Why not? Any reason for that? Any Bible for it? I 
tionary progress ends, she shall in all her kindred, nations, and think net. The minister is- only a ma~, liable to err in judg
peoples be ete~nally free. ment, as we all are. But would it be proper for preachers of the 

gospel to argue with the multitude? To debate with men whose 
THE BIBLE IN FAVOR OF DEBATE. standing is not equal to theirs? If they are superior, better edu

cated than the mass of the_ people, which I admit, in what way 
II. does their culture excuse them from debating? Their lord and 

\Vhy, says one, I supposed the Bible is unqualifiedly against master was not above controversies ,,,ith the" common people." 
debate. Romans i, 29, 30, 31, classes it among wickedness, Among lh. old prophets and teachers a rule was, "They that 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, de forsake the law praise the wicked; butsuch as keep the law con
ceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, tend with them." Proverbs· xxviii, 4. "The wicked flee when 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to plrents, no manp~rsuet~; but the righteous ~re bold as a lion." (v. I). 
without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affec Job belIeved It proper to debate WIth God himself. 
tion, implacable, unmerciful." "I would order my cause before him, and fin my mouth with 

Yes, and I read further, that they which do "such things are arguments. I would know the words which he "ould answer 
worthy of death." Romans i, 32. me." "The righteous might dispute with him." Job xxiii 4 

Now, does anyone suppose that the penalty of death ought 5,7· "How forcible are right words! but what doth your argu~ 
to be passed upon a man who debates? The victims would be ing reprove?" Job vi, 25. W. F. ] AlIlESOK. 
few, perhaps, during an "off year," but in a regular presiden
tial campaign the "slaughter oftheiimocents" would be immense. SLAIN BY A FANATIC. 
Even religious disputants are safe, for· the book, it is seen, 
teaches no such thing. When debate is spoken of on its own The Japan Mail of the 18th of February contained the follow
merits alone, like truth, love, wisdom, the testimony is just the ing details of the assassination of Viscount Mori formerly so well 
reverse. It favors debate, and does so in the strongest language. known in this country. ' 

Now read that chapter, Romans i, every paragraph, and you Viscount Mori died at the ~omparatively early age of forty

will discover, what perhaps has escaped your notice, that even one. The son of a gentleman of Satsuma, he received an ex

truth itself was perverted by the people against whom Paul aimed cellent education, and while acting as charge d'affaires at \\Tash

his criticism; love, truth, natural affection were all perverted by ington, he was fortunate enough to arrange the postal conven

iliem. . 
 tion between his country and the United States, for which service 

From such texts as, "Lest there be" debates, envyings, wraths he received considerable credit. He afterwards served as minis
strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults" (2 Cor. xii, ter plenipoteniary in Peking and in London, and while in the 
20) many Bible readers have drawn their conclusion that debate latter city, his close friendship with Herbert Spencer~ Darwin,
is frowned upon by the Bible. Huxley, a~d other leaders of modern thought permanently im

In America, every four years, there are "debates, envyings, pressed hIS character, and completely broke down his faith in 
wraths, strifes, backbitings, swellings, tumults." If you think the ancient creeds of the Orient. 
there is not, get nominated for an office, and you will learn that He neither feli nor could simulate any respect for the super
all your relations that were not hanged died in the poorhouse. , natt1ral elements of religion, and on a visit to the shrines of Ise 

But, notwithstanding these evil associations, who is willing to two ~ears ago ~e ~llowed ~is m?od to become conspicuous by 
exchange American liberty for Russian despotism? Where entermg the prmcipal shrIne WIthout removing his boots and by
would relig-ious and political freedom be, had it not been for raising a ~acr~d curtai~ With. h~s cane. In the eyes of many Jap
debate in Congress, and throughout the United State~ ? anese ShmtOIsm and ImperIalIsm are synonymous. They hold 

What would have become of Martin Luther's Reformation if that the emperor derives his divine right to rule from the Shinto 
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deities, his ancestors, and any semblance of disrespect to the lat- . 
ter constitutes, in their eyes, a direct menace to the sovereignty 
of the Tenno. Among such; zealots Nishino Buntaro, the de
ceased minister's assassin,. was conspicuous. Highly educated, 
gifted with considerable intelligence, and, though small of stature 
and weakly built, capabl~ of strong effort when under the influ
ence of excitement, his passionate reverence for everything apper
taining to the imperial house was constantly noticed by his com
panions. At what time he came to a knowledge of the story of 
Viscount Mori's doings at Ise we cannot certainly tell. Last 
autumn he paid a visit to Ise himself, and it is conjectured that 
his object in doing so was to obtain confirmation or contradiction 
of the tale. , ..' 

Returning to Tokio, he lodged with several compatriots in 
Imagawa-koji, but none of them appear to have suspected his 
design until after it was accomplished. There is no difficulty in 
understanding how a man of Nishino's temperament may have 
been roused to frenzy by the thought that a prominent minister 
of state had openly showed his contempt for the holiest shrine in 
Japan, and may have thought that the day appointed for the 
emperor to voluntarily divest himself of a portion of his divinely 
endowed pO\yer was precisely the time to proclaim by some sig
nal and shocking act that -the ancient faith remained as inviolate 
and as inviolable as ever. It is said that after Viscount Mori 
was struck down, the only words he uttered were a reproof to 
those who killed his assassin .. 

The minister when' stabbed graplJled with his assailant, and 
the guard running forward at the moment of the struggle, and 
imagining tha~ Nishino was even then endeavoring to do the 
viscount an injury, thrust him in the back and then nearly severed 
his head from his body as he fell. 

Later papers say that the body of the murderer was given by 
the police authorities to a couple of outcasts, who proceeded to 
bu ry it after. disfiguring it beyond recognition. 

INFIDELITY AND CHARITY. 

From the Examiner. 

Mr. Sam Jones, preacher-SIR: In making your comparison 
Sunday afternoon between Infidelity and Christianity, you tried 
to depict all Infidels as destroyers, tearers down and non-sup
porters of good institutions, such as orphan asylums, etc. 

Did you ever hear of a man named Stephen Girard? He was 
an Infidel, and did more towards helping poor and friendless 
orphans than you have done or ever will do. He founded an 
orphan institute, and rightfully forbade the entrance or inter
ference of aliy preachers or priests in the management of the 
orphans; knowing that, if trained .up to a mature age with un
"arped minds, they would be above religious superstition; and 
we do not hear of this institute turning out any worse men than 
any of the church-founded colleges. . 

James Lick was an Infidel, and contributed more to the 
progress of science, that great iconoclast, that destroyer of re
ligious superstition, than any so-called Christian of California. 

Colonel Ingersoll is an Infidel, and a kinder husband and 
father and a greater giver to charitable purposes I dare say Mr. 
Sam Tones himself is not. He is no reformed drunkard. Neither 
has l\ir. Jones been able to answer the masterly arguments of 
Mr. Ingersoll. The United States is full of Infidels. What 
\vould the world be without them? We have tried religion in 
past years, and we know what it is. You Christians are behind 
the age. Thomas Paine .was an Infidel, and the day will come 
when his name will be honored by all true Americans, even 
when Mr. Jones's name is heard no more. 

Why you should apply names of disre~pect to Infidels I do 
not know. Probably, you either try to mIslead the people, or 
trust to their ignorance in these matters, as a great many of them 
are. A priest in one of the churches of San Francisco a few 
Sundays ago said that members of all churches-the Protestant, 
Mohammedan, pagan, etc.':-could enter heaven if they were con
scientious in their belief. 

If that is so, we Infidels trust to get there by conscientious dis
belief. But I don't believe there is any such place. 

yOJ! ~id also that God loves us mortals even in hell, If that 

is so, and he can look and see Infidels burn when he has the 
power to prevent it, I don't care for his love, and would prefer 
to barn in hell than be an occupant in heaven with such a tyrant. 
I don't think you preachers believe such stuff either. . 

C. J. WOODFIN. 

AN EXPLANATION. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 

Your reply to the attack on the Union by the "Knights of 
Labor" carne near being my first intimation of its publication, for 
in thi3 community it is scarce ever heard of, and you are wasting 
valuable time refuting what no one has read. The plper is ke,)t 
up for political blackmailing purposes, and its attacks are CO:l

sidered compliments in this community. When a member of 
the K. of L., this whilom editor was expelled to my knowledge 
from one assembly anj shortly after barely escap~ serving this 
state in a suit more suggestive than fashionable for swindling 
operations. 

In my speeches at mass meetings on the Blair bill I did not 
fail to refer to the fact that this attempt at religious tyranny wa') 
indorsed by Powderly, and Powderly was indorsed by Ca.rdinal 
Gibbons, and Cardinal Gibbons wore the bloody insignia of 
Rome. From this article, it looks as though I hit about right. 

E. A. STEVENS. 

Dr. Matteson's Debate. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
Yesterday evening your correspondent went, as per arrangement, to 

Oak Ridge school-house, 10 debate, against that society's speakers, the 
question, "Resolved, That the property of religions associations should 
be exempt from taxation," your correspondent having the negative'. Ar
rived at the seat of operations, I learned that there were to be religious 
services at a church-house a mile or two off, where a new preacher was 
expected, and per consequence some of the club's speakers, and a 
goodly portion of the audience, were not expected to materialize at the 
school·house. The debaters available were young and inexperienced, 
uninformed on the subject, but game, and agreed to "give the old man 
the best they had." A fair audience of the young people of the neigh
borhood assembled in the school-house (boys become voters, husbands, 
and fathers; and girls become housewives and mothers, in the near 
future), and the "services" began. The first speaker argued that 
religious associations were beneficial to the community, but were poor 
and "could scarcely pay their preachers now," and therefore could not 
pay their taxes~ This was, of course, readily answered. The next 
speaker regretted the ab3ence of their "main speaker," who would have 
"floored me directly; but there was no help for it now." He argued that 
church property was public property, the same as stale houses, school
houses, etc., and being built and used for the benefit of the public, 
should be exempt. Another easy reply. 

The third speaker said that he had heard_ me speak at Silverton at the 
S. S. U. meeting, and wanted to· know what I was doing, "going 
around the county making Infidel speeches." Said that I did not believe 
in God, the Bible, nor religion. Anyone can believe what they like if 
they only try hard enough. Churches are dedicated to God, and govern
ment therefore had no right to tax them. Wanted to know who these 
people were who demanded that church property be taxed. Some }Jeople 
would argue anything. "Men will argue that the world is flat, nnd 
where do they get their argument from, I would like to know." Thought 
it right that Catholic-church property be taxed, but not others. 

Of course all this waS easy to reply. to. The term Infidel was ex
plained, and the distinction between Infidel and Secular shown. ln ex.
planation of my religious belief, I stated· that of Thomas Paine, my 
Agnostic position, and defined the term. I also explained.that I accepted 
whatever, in the Bible, appeared to my mind to be reasonable and good, 
but rejected the claim of its being the" \Vord of God," or in any sense 
anything superhuman. I rejected the doctrine of "ori{!inal sin;" of 
"total depravity;" "the fall of man;" the deluge, Jonah and the 
whale, the overshadowing of the ghost and the story of Christ generally, 
and the doctrine of "believe or be damned ;." asserting that no one had 
any control over their own belief, but must believe or not, as reason and 
information dictate•. My opponent then asked that I prove that. Ire. 
plied by asking him if he .could believe· himself·a negro, if he only tried 
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hard enough. This brought down th<! house wilh laughta. (Tv cause 
laughter is as good as argument sometimes.) The young man replied 
that he thought he could, upon a pinch" if it became necessary. I then 
asked him if he thought that by trying hard' enough he could convince 
himself that he was a woman. Uproariou!> laughter followed, and the 
young man surrendered. I then said that I did no't believe, if he would 
stand and face a looking-glass, he could even convince himself that he 
was good-looking, if he had any confidence in the glass. Again the 
negative had the laugh, if not the argument. As the preacher at Stay-
ton said to Mr. Putnam, when the latter laughed at his remark, " any 
fool can laugh." 

The debate over, I went home with one of my opponents and remained 
over the rest of the night. He is a genial man, has a charming wife and 
four nice little ones, and my visit was pleasant if not profitable. But 
some seed is sown. Those young people heard a. little of the new gospel 
of humanity and progress, and some of them will think and inquire. , 
The procession moves steadily on, and its ranks increase. 

I learned next morning that the expected preacher failed to show up 
at the church-house, ancl so the effect was simply to lessen the attend, 
ance at the debate. It is said to be "an ill w,ind that blows nobody good." 

Aumsville, Or., March 3. F. S. M .. 

On the Trail. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
After two weeks' hard work on the rostrum at Oakdale, I bade the 

many friends I found there adieu. We arrived a little late for dinner at 
the old quaint town of Knight's Ferry, one of the oldest mining towns in 
the state" and at one time said to contain 10,000 inhabitants, but now not 
numbering over four to five hundred people. The bed of the river, the' 
bottom lands, the bluffs and hills all around, have all been dug over and 
every spoonful of dirt car~fully washed for the "filthy lucre." Many a 
fortune has been made and lost here in days gone by. Away up 500 to 
1,000 feet high upon the sides of these Red mountains I found a fine water 
ditch, carrying to its full capacity the precious fluid, around the precip
itous rocky cliffs, often across yawning gulches and deep wide canons. 
being carried over in flumes and troughs that make one dizzy to look at. 
Verily the limpid water is the god of this country, for without it the glit
tering gold could never have been separated from the earth, and now the 
still more golden orange that is to b;! seen on many a hillside (and they 
grow here to perfection), could not be raised except for the water that is 
poured down to the heavily-laden trees from the ditch far above. These 
orangt's are said to be the finest in the state, being entirely free from rust and 
smut, and the flavor cannot be excelled even at Riverside. The "forty
niner" little dreamed, as he toiled here for the bright gold dust, that forty 
years later the orange and the fig, the almond and the raisin,would grow 
on the ruin he had made-even a better fortune than the one he had 
delved for. I found a splendid home at the fine hotel kept by Mr. and,MrS. 
McLoughlin, called the "Ferry House." Mr. McLoughlin is an old 
miner of Scotch descent, and has spent most of his life in Califo:nia. 
He has made and lost much by Dame Fortune's fickle moods, but yet 
works these shining sands occasionally for the glittering pelf. Mac and 
his wife know how to entertain the tired and hungry pilgrim, and with 
their three bright and winsome babies, their home is indeed a "traveler's 
rest." I gave here three lectures in the little brown church under the 
hill to very good audiences, and eve-tything went smooth as a r.larriage 
bell. A Miss Rose Voght, the school teacher, gave us some delightful 
music on the organ. After the second lecture was over a Mr. Duncan 
was called for, for a character reading. I found him away above the 
average biped in mental calibre, in fact, a royal head, or, as I read it off 
to the audience, a magnificent knowledge box, capable of delivering an 
oration on any occasion; a man that would make and lose many a fortune 
and die poor. I found Mr. Duncan had a big flat place on the top of 
his head and thus declared him to be the worst skeptic in town, one 
who would wear his trousers out everywhere els:! sooner than on the 
knees-which was declared to be all correct. I foun(i here a poor de
mented creature, living alone in an old deserted hotel, a Mr. Smith, who 
spends his time making life-Size models out of clay and other material. 
They are terrible-looking things, yet he names them Cleopatra, Apollo, 
etc. I paid a visit to the fine orange grove of Kaspar Voght, the finest in 
this part of the state. Mr. Voght showed me trees, eighteen years old, 
that raised him 2,000 oranges t. the tree. These, at two cents each, give 

nn income of $40 per tree. I saw trees, not three feet high, full of big 
navel oranges that sell readily at five cents each. Mr. Voght's trees are 
still pretty well filled with the goltlen b~auties, although he has b~en 

picking fruit for the last two months. Two acres of trees, twel ve to 
twenty years of age, well taken care of, would support any ordinary 
family in comfort and style. It is a business that requires constant at
tendance and a large amount of water in the dry season. I think I have 
never seen a more b;!autiful sight than a large orange grove full. of the 
ripe fruit, and all in blossom fvr the new crop. It b~ats by far an ort11O
dox heaven for artistic beauty. Its aroma, its evergreen shade, its lus~_ 
cious bunches of golden fruits-there is nothing finer. We made a stop. 
here of only four days, when that royal good fellow, Freethinker, and 
subscriber to FREt'rHOUGHT, H. Ackers, drove up from Oakdale, and 
took us in his coach and four, and whirled us away further towards the 
snowy peaks to new fields of labor. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

"Robert Ingersoll the Builder." 

To the Editors of Free/hought.
I have just received No; 9, volume n., of FREETHOUGHT, and am well 

pleased with it. Allow me to express my approbation of the article 
" Robert Ingersoll the Builder." 

If 1 were where I could speak to the lady who has written such true 
and noble words of him I could do nothing less than take off my hat and 
thank her. I appreciate what she has written. Perhaps not fully, but 
my heart grows big while reading her article much the same as when 1 
read his writings. I am one of the thousands who thank him from the 
fullness of my heart when I read his "matchless" thoughts. I hate a 
lie because of its meanness. I love the truth because of its goorlness. 
And I suppose that is about why I love Robert G. Ingersoll, and hate 
some traits of my own character. But it is not of myself that I would 
write. There is an attraction, an intellectual satisfaction, a solid human 
comfort, received from the thoughts of Mr. Ingersoll that outranks any
thing that has ever been painted in words. Many people have said some 
things well. He ha.s said and done many things'very well. Yes, Miss 
Gardener, he is a builder. He has destroyed forests of superstition and 
built in their places magnificent temples of Freethought. But, in speak
ing of him, I would not detract from the goodness of others. There are 
many who are doing good work in hfe. There are many more who 
could' do much better if they were free from the superstitious fear that 
enslaves them mentally. It restricts their thoughts, and circumscribes 
their opportunities. They live and act in a narrower sphere than is due 
their humanity, and our heroic builder constructs most excellent public 
highways, beaming with love,and hope,and light, along which we may 
travel without fear. Thanks to the lady who' has the courage of her 
convictions. J. C. WEYBRI(,HT. 

A Young Lady Worker. 
To the Editors of Freeth ought: " 

Inclosed I return you the anti-Sabbath petitions with 143 signatitres 
attach;!d. About two-thirds of the people to whom I presented the peti
tion were in favor of it. The people here in general are quite Liberal 
minded, though there are very few outspoken Infidels. 

Anyone that is in favor of a Sunday law is either tyrannical or ig
norant of the injustice there would be in such a barbaric, superstitious 
law. If the national Sabbath bill passes, America is doomed. 

My friend Miss Orlie F. Saunders, of Portland, gave me quite a num
b;!r of FREETHOUGHTS to disseminate; and when I waS procuring sig
natures for the anti-Sabbath petition, I took them and ~ther Free
thought publications with me, viz., the "Boston Investigator," "Truth 
Seeker," "Ironclad Age," "Lucifer," and "Fair Play," and left a copy 
of some Liberal paper 10 nearly every house that I visited, and I hope 
that by so doing I have helped to advance the" light of reason" in 
this vicinity. 

The pamphlets that 1 obtained from you, entitled "Sabbath Impos
ture" and "Self-Contradictions o( the Bible," are just splendid, and 
should be read by everyone. I wish I was able to order one hundred 
copies of them to disseminate in this locality. Yours most respectfully. 

Oswego, Oregon. ELVA E. DAVIDSON. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys. 
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. C. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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JONAH.-A Serio-Comic Tank Dra~a. 

Dramatis PersontE: 

JAHVEH, Lord of Blissville. 

JONAH, a chump and sorehead. 

SAILORS, on shipboard •. 

THE WHALE, or "prepared big fish." 

THE GOURD, a remarkable specimen of the genus 


Legmaria. 
THE WORM that brought the gourd to grief. 
Scene: Asia Minor or Major, or c01ltiguotls 

territory. ' 
ACT I. 

SCENE I .-Half-way House on the road to Joppa, 
a seaport. Jonah 011 the lee p0rch of the 
tavern smoking a pipe. 

[Enter Jahveh peeling about.] 
JAH. Ah, Jonah, just the man I'm looking for. 
JONAH (unshipping his pipe). 'S that so? AI

Ius find me here at the tavern, Milord. Beats 
camel tenrlin' all to thunder! What's up, Milord? 

JAIL Great Nineveh is up against me, Jonah, 
And unto that great city thou must go 
And warn the people that they surely must 
Stop monkeying with their brass gods, and stop 
Their high jinks generally, or the devil 
Will be to pay-on them I'll jump and make 
It hot for every mother's son. Give them 
Fair warning, Jonah. _ 

JON. \Varnin'nothin', Milord. I'd warm 'em, 
not warn 'em, right on the jump. Burn up the 
city and give them the grand roast! 

J AH. Go to, Jonah; go·slow and draw it mild 
For yet awhile. I feel in gracious mood 
At present, and- would give them fair a chance. 
Given fair warning, and perchance they'II melt 
And run their brass gods up into some form 
Of household goods, as andirons and such, 
And we be happy yet. Arise now, Jonah, 
And get thee into Nineveh at once. 

JON. (sotto voce). Not much. Catch me. I'll 
put for Joppa and ship for Tarshish. Warn thtm 
duffers at Nineveh? Not I, b'gosh! 

JAIL Well, Jonah, art thou going? 
JON. Yes, Milord. 
J AH. Then it were well that thou went quickly. 
TON. Yes, Milord. I'm off. 
[Disappears behind the tavern and scoots along 

the back road to Joppa, Jahveh looking dum
founded, but holding his peace and making no 
sign.] 

ACT II. 
SCENE I.-Gale at sea. Ship in distress. Jonah 

in the bilge sleeping the sleep of the just. 
Though run the seas full mountains high, he 
dreams of the sweet by and by. 
[Enter the mate and cook and captain bold, 

the bosen tight and midshipmite, and crew of 
the Nancy brig.] 

CAP. Avast there, ye land lubber! Open your 
glims, shaJ<.e out the reefs in your gabber and 
call on your God to save the ship, if he can. 
Hustle lively, my lad, or we'll all go down to 
IJavy Jones's locker! 

JON. (sitting up and rubbing his eyes) .. Hello! 
\Vhat's the racket? Thunder! What's the mat. 
ter with the shallop? She's pitchin' and plungin' 
like a mad heifer. 

CAP. Matter enough, ye landlubber. Who 
be ye, anyhow? And what d'ye come aboard 
for? Draw lots, lads, for . overboard. That'll 
tell who the Jonah is. 

JON. Ha! how'd you know my name? 
BOSEN TIGHT. Lot falls on him, cap'n. (How 

~trange!-Dramatist.) 
CAP. Sarves him right. Over with him. 
JON. Yes, I'm a poor orphan. Chuck me 

over. But it will be all right, for t he Lord will 
preserve me. The sea will go down, and I can 
swim ashore. I love and fear the Lord (the 
cheek of him, after scooting away as he did), 
and he sent this tempest because I skipped out 
and didn't obey orders. Chuck. I trust in the 
Lord. 

CAP. Over with the duffer! 
[He is thrown overboard, th~ sea immediately 

falling flat,-everything then bemg lovely and the 
goose hanging high.] . . 

SCENE 2.-The whale's interior. Pitch darkness. 
Jonah sloshing about in lamp oil up to his knees. 
JON. Whew! What an infernal stink. This 

room never's been aired since it was built, and 
I'll bet on't. Gosh! how dark tis here. Dark! 
that aint no name for't. It's blacker'n black 
cats in- black cellars at black midnight. B1ack
er'n the character of a feller's political rival. 
Thunder! what's that? It shakes this old hoss 
mackerel from stem to stern. Oh, I know-he's 
blowin' off. If he'd only blow me off; I'm dry
er'n a religious weekly. ~Vhew! I wonder how 
long I've got to paddle round in this lamp oil? 
The good Lord might 'a had a lantern here. 
'Spose the blackness of darkness of this stinkin' 
oil tank is to punish me for skippin' out and not 
goin' to Nineveh. Well, they'd ought to be 
roasted there, as Sodom was. Gosh! I've struck 
ile here; if I could only scull the critter ashore, 
high and dry. Ha! I'd supply all Joppa with 
oil, and set up a tavern of my own, with lashin's 
of grog. Wonder how long I'm in for't, anyhow? 
Wherc'm I goin' to sleep-whcw! Can't lay 
down on the floor, I should be drowned in oil. 
Thunder, but it's hell here! How she rolls. I'm 
gittin' sea.sick, too. 0 Lord, send this big fish 
ashore-high and dry, 'cos I'd like to scoop in 
the oil-and l'll go to Ninevl:h by fast express 
(limited), and warn the galoots there of comin' 
wrath. They that ohserve lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy. That isn't mc, 0 Lord! Let 
me out of this and I'll make Nineveh howl
that.is, I'll tell 'em you will if they don't rally 
rollnd our flag, 0 Lord! Oh! phew! faugh! but 
this is the father of all stinks and blackness! If 
this fish doesn't cast me up soon I shall cast up 
myself and become of the fish fishy! Whew! 
but this beats the worst dive in the slums of JoP
pa, and I know where the worst of 'em is. 0 
Lord, let me see daylight and smell fresh air once 
more and I'll cry ag:tinst Nineveh even as the 
soft-shell clam man cries out-I wi11, O' Lord, 
sure pop! Ha! what's this? It seems to be a 
sort of hammock of whalebone. 0 Lord, thy 
mercy can't be measured in a quart cup. Here 
goes for a snooze. \Vatch over me, 0 Lord, and 
let the quality of this stink be strained to my 
nostrils, or I shall asphyxiate. 

[Gets into the hammock and sleeps the sleep 
of just men made perfect.] _ 
SCENE 3.-The Joppa coast, three days later. 

A whale appears on the beach and vomits 
forth a man. It is Jonah, who, with tears in 
his eyes, watches the whale as it scuttles off 
into deep water. That tavern becomes a thing 
of the invisible Beyond. Jonah squats on the 
sand to reckon upon his losses, by reason of 
losing the whale. Nineveh recedes, as does 
the tavern that was to be, and Jonah begins 
to sigh for the delights of the tavern that is, 
but a large voice brings him up with a round 
turn, as it were. 
[Enter Jahveh, with a ,tern rock-bound ex

pression of countenance.] 
JAil. Why sit ye there cross-legged like a Turk, 

And mooning, Jonah? Up and unto the 
Great city, Nineveh, and preach ye there 
The preaching that I bid thee. 

JON. (H ustling to his feet, and bowing defer
entially). Yes, Milord. I was just a-goin' to 
start-":soon's I'd got a breath of fresh air. It 
waS awful in that oil tank! 

JAH. Better than feeding fishes in the sea, 
Eh, Jonah-better far than sinking in 
The soup! 

JON. Gosh! Yes, Milord. It beat bein' in the 
salty soup; but that stinkin' oil, knee deep, warn't 
no slouch ofa soup-faugh! But thanks, awfully, 
as the girls say. Shall I start for Nineveh now, 
or go home and change my togs, Milord? 

JAIl. (suspicious of him). Get thee out:!! once. 
I will remove the smell thy raiment from, 
That on thy journey hence may not offend 
Olfactories fastidious. Get hence, 
And go thee unto Nineveh, and fail 
Me not, lest it go hard with thee. 

JON. Yes, :Milord, I'm goin' now-this min~te. 
Good day, Milord. 

[Exeunt on the road to Nineveh.] 

ACT III. 
SCENE I.-Nineveh. Jonah shouting like a house 

afire (if the comparison be allowed) to tht! 
inhabitants. \Varning them of the wrath to 
come in forty days, unless a new leaf is turned 
over. 
Much to Jonah's disgust, he wishing to witness 

a barbecue on a grand scale, the new leaf was 
_at once turned, everyone in the city, from king 
to cowboy, turning for all he was worth. A fa"t 
was proclaimed, and all, including cows, camels, 
sheep, geese, etc., went into a heavy state of 
sackcloth and ashes, the king wallowing in the 
ashes of sandal wood to the queen's taste, and 
vice versa, probably. Yes, Nineveh fasted and, 
in sackcloth, wallowed 111 the ashes! It was a 
tremendolls come down for the Ninevins, hut it 
was b~ttt:r, they thought, than" going up," as 
understood. For the time being, it was sic 
transit gloria mundi with them, and sick transit 
and rapid with the disgusted Jonah for the coun
try beyond the walls. No barbecue, 110 ton.h! 

SCENE 2.-0pen country outside the walls of 
Nineveh. 
[Enter Jonah, sore-headed as a bear shot in 

the ear.l 
JON. 'l'he idea of the Lord repentin' of the evil 

he said he would do unto them duffers! H(;!'d 
oughter socked it to 'em, that's what he'd ougilter 
done. He makes me tired. I'd. b.!tter di<: than 
live. If he'd only give that city a roast, it would 
be,.somcthing worth livin' for to see. But no, 
he repents, bah! (Applies a pocket pistol _to 
his lips and lies down in the sand and goes to 
sleep, to be rid of his troubles. Awakes in the 
morning, and 10 aud behold, a luxuriant gourd, 
grown up at. his back, waves its foliage over, and 
protects him from the fearful blaze of the sun.) 

Jonah is "exceeding glad of the gourd," he 
forgets or purposely omits-probably the latter
to thank the Lord for it: for he has a notion of 
staying there to watch the city, hoping the Lord 
might change his mind and sock it to Nineveh. 
While he was trailing up the vine, to get the 
most good out of it, an unfortunate calaP.litv oc
cured which put a stop to his labor of love. -l\. 
mo~er and many-jointed worm, with a mouth 
on him like a Connecticut pie.hiter, and teeth 
like those of a buzz saw, attacked the gourd 
near the earth, and the growth of the night went 
down in the breath of the morning, withering 
like a pie in an overheated oven. This unex
pected calamity broke Jonah all up, and he wept 
as the wog wog weeps for its young, and wanted 
to die-it is supposed that he cussed somewhat, 
from what occured later on. 

[Enter Jahveh, looking benignantly on Jonah.] 
J AlI. Dost thou do well to get thee on thine ear 

For this the gourd, eh, Jonah? 
JON. Yes, I do well to get me on mine ear for 

this the gourd, Milord! 
JAH. Ha~t pity for the gourd which cost thee 

naught, 
Which thou didst not e'en cause to grow, but 

which 
Came up at night and perished in the morn? . 

JON. Yes, because it was a bully gourd, Mi
lord-blast that worm!-and better than an Ulll 

brel1a to keep the sun oft-whew! it's blasted 
hot here-because I didn't have to hold it. 

JAIl. Thou wouldst have spared the gourd, eh, 
Jonah? 

JON. You bet, I would. 
JAlI. Then Jonah, should I not spare Nineveh, 

The City great wherein are more than six 
Score thousand persons who do not know B 
From a bull's foot, in matters righteous; 
Also much cattle? 

R~ader, this is the end of this more or less in
teresting tank drama. Abrupt, I am aware, but 
then the Holy Queer thus abruptly saws off the 
interview between the two principal characters 
in real life, and for the writer to prolong the 
agony by drawing on his imagination for exten
SIOn, would be nothing less than impious. 

How Jahveh and Jonah parted, whetherin love 
or in anger, and what became of the hero of that 
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insufferable oil tank, the H. Q. should have told 
a curious posterity, I think. In my humble 
opinion, whatever that may be worth, Jahveh 
calmly but firmly soured on Jonah arid left him 
very suddenly and severely alone; at all events, 
that last interview was very suddenly and se
verely saweel 00 by the H. Q., and what became 
of Jonah will never be known. The probabllity 
is, that he went back to that tavel:n on the Joppa 

road, and there, with the dregs of society and of 
demijohns, ended a life soured by disappointment 
and l(es of wine. It doesn't matter, anyhow. 
For one, I don't care what became of him. He 
was n_o company for me. Selah! S'I S: OKUM. 

THE OkDE:J< (J~ Cht,,,, iUN, 
A J)iscu8sion betwecn (lla.tlst.oolt'. lIuxJ.-,r. MuJ:t'r. /.inton 
Ile\'ille 011 the COllflict betwe~1I GCh< gis auJ GcuJog-y:
Price, f,O eeuts. 

WATCHFUL W ATGH-BUYERS WILL W A~T 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carerully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in' the same town · 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\I-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; 1I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver casc, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extr.a. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do:, adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do-., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.5°. In special artistic engraved. Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern imflrovements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, 1$25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for- $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33jdo., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

.LApIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAM9NDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., w9rth $70, for $50; do., worth '100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' lr.-plated Table-spoons $3·40 

" Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·35 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings • ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-platen Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" . Fork's 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10'°0 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this' paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDa.EADON,. , of Edinhnrgh. Scot

; ~ .'l~;':.c:~~~;.~r:! u~~~~~-;l~~~ ';~:l ,";H~~, ~~'!i ~,lc~!I~~:f::1c~~~e.r~~ 
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Lt the most poilu-ar and compreht:usive OOok treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~c:.YJ'~J~ t!:l~e~~t:!t1:~ ~n:"!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve , practical. prel!entation ot~'~t:(]jcal COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalid!\, l!bowin~ new meani by whICh tl:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crit·cs, aud literat I 
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4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t introduced. consistsofa~ri"A NEW· , of beautiful ~·..l().·~d t1Dt1td~ 

~:,1 ;:y%\~~N~~"~~~~:i'!~~'<\;~I~~~~~~!~:~~;~~~Jrct 
eellmg AGE N TS who h:we already found 0.' ~old mine in it. l4r. 

work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I ROltl the fir,;t silt booJcs in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at speciiU rates. ScnMor terms. • 

.16-~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\ white an4FREE~lut' Cll'culars, and If, sample of Dr. Foote'. Dec,an, MOIUhJf#. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and iIInstrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 
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JlRfg~LtJb~rp$~bEf-
LIF~J.a) PHHHUJAN. 
the lIIt-st successlUI (in
»l,cc 'alty) as his )Iractir'e WIll 
surcly I,ro\·e. '1'1,e 
trl'ats all thOl'e peculiar uis
e(l.>;, B of young anu 
agclI Dlell such as 
weakn~ss. impotency.· &c.• 
sulting from indescretioll and 

~~I~o;ii~c:s~J~dt~~;~~!~~tf 
cents for his book. ··Priva.t.e 
Coun~ellor," 8etting forth 
external A}'plica.tiuu-

A PO!>. ....l'IVE CURR 

The book is worth 
times its cost, aud sh(.uld 
read by the young for instruc
tio:n and the a1Hicted fur relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope!l ulied. The book spoken of sent sealed . 

:~d~~:~~;:;u}{~a~ t~~Lfd~~~~~~:;t~AND, NEW JERSEY 

[From the Wash'ugtoll Nat·ioual View.) 
nr. FellJw8. of Vineland,tHew Jerscy offers his valuable 

serviccs to all those in need of a kiud. sympathctic and 
skillful physician. Simili~r advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have Leen assailcd and f>x/lost:<l lly the pres".
but. Dr. Fellows, a Ibpeclalh·t, In hIS Jill Il , stands foremost 
in hi.s professhn. and the cncomiums showered IIl>JU him 
publicly as well as in private, are I!attering evidences of 
t~e high apprec 'atioll and confidence h 's long and conscieu
~IOUs dtJvo tion to h II specialties in hia p oft'ssion have &0 
Justly merited for lJim. and it is safe to tnlst him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY. 0., Aug. 12. 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELT.Ows-Dear Sir: The remcdy you sent 
!s working like a charm. I am completely surplised the way
It acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weakncsss, (seminal wtJaknt'ss) is coming out ali 
right. Yours resI ectfully. J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair ~ample of the hundreUs of 
testimonials r~eivcd from all parts or the United States. 
from young. mIddle-aged and eldcrly men. suffering frum 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who al e now curcd 
by my Ext.emal Application. the greates' of all . known 
remedies for this clas.~ of <liwases. Pos 1 aon an out·and-out 
Libllral I trust the Frccthinkers of the I .and will give me 
b~~tfa~rd~c~~%.and no, waste thcir t~:. ~~~~~:.y on 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin........................ ..... $ 4 00 
10 karat Golu. small size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat GoM, small size Badge Pin............. . .... 2 75 
14 kara~ Guld, small size Badge Plu with Dbmun i, $5, 6 00 
10 brat Gold, Large Badge Pin...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin ........ . ............. 400 
10 karat Gold. Hmall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chaill)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chaill)....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Large Charm ... .. Diamond! 14 00 

"This is a full-bodie,l diamond, fd 80 that it may be 
cleaned from the rC\'erse Eide and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed al repre
scutcd or money refllnde<l. address, 

PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 
5().l Kearny Strect, San Francisco, CaL 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manuf"cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
ll.fatzila, Book, N~s, Hard'War~, U'rapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay at., S. F~ 
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WM~ W. NOBLE, 

1\1erchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific amI Rroa·lway. 

D.REse SUITS A SPEOIALTY. 

Kcarny and Montgomcry st. Cars pass by. 

TELEPnoNE No. 655 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

ATTORNEY AT IJAW, 

Commercial 'Business and Collections a Specialty. 

OJiI:e, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

s.\~ FJ.{ANCISCO, CAL. 

PL\(~IrIC Cl\I{RIAGE Cf). 
BUSINESS 'OPFICE, ~~ POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St 
N Wand S W Comers Kearny and Sutter 8ts. 


Telephone ~950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fal>le there may appear some latent truth, obvi
OllS to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. . 

,.' 12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. 

THE LATEST Fi-\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS POR ......... '............................................ ". 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application, 
C:E3:.A.S. F. :E3U~<3-DI.[.AN". 

TAILOR, 

-~Ol PIPTH STREET 10~-

A BRIEP HISTORY 

-OF

PAPAL INTRIGUES 
Against Irish Liberty, 

-FROM

ADRIA.N IT,: TO LEO XIII. 

H.EMSBURu·s W"ORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per Jozen. As a Missionary Document it il 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered I 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church ann Mor
ality; Criminal "tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the. penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
J.{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

at hers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
JdTerson, and hanklin. Price IS cents. 

Billie Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tionell by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 

"The pope enJoys the unenviable, not to sa.y Cheating; Theft and !{ohbery; AdulLery and 
. infamolls, distinction of being dangerQus only to' Proslitulion; Murder; Wars 01 '- onquest and 
those who confide in him." 

By JAMESG. MAGUIRE, Judge of the Superior 
Court of San Francisco, Cal. 

Pp. 118, octavo. Price 50 cents. Address 
Pl.ltnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Qlbbon, the historian. Compris· 
ing all that relates to the pro;rress of the Christian reli 
gion in "The lJistorJ 01 the Dedineand /<'all of the Homan 
Empire," and a Vindication (never b"fore pullli~hcd in 
this country) of, some Jlas~gc8 itl the 15th an,l Wtll chap
ters, by Edward Gibbon. l<:sq., with a Life of the Author. 
Preface and Notes hy the Editor, includin;,{ variorullI 
DOtes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, "an Engli~h Churdl· 
man:' and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 1Ja1Ce8. 
Cloth. With En&'ravinp. Price. $1 50. 

ROBERT O. INGERSOLL·S 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration oflndependence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itselt, and the national an· 
them entitled "Larld of Libclty.·' Price 10 cents· 6 cop-
lea, 26 centl; 25 copies, $1. "lJones, or e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 

aDarwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana

::Jr..La.". 0' the Moral and Physical World. By Baroa sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 
D' olbach. A Dew and improved edition, with DO&ea b, Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
llWercM. Two yoJam_la OM. PrtGe,,, Snowville, PulaskI Co., Va. 

Extermination; Despotism; IntoJelance and 
Persecution; ·Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. f) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever wriLten on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heal)s: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
!-icriptures and the Sabbath; Examination oC 

. "unday Arguments; Origin or Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
S:lbhath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformels, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunllay 
Laws. ( Price. 2, cents: 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st San Prancisco. 

ORD ER TH EM 0 F ELM I NA ! 
. es S . 40LIttle L sons on clence, cents; Mary 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889. 
.. ... 
IlL .order - to increase the circulation of FREETHOUGHT, and at the same tinle to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer t~e following 

Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New... Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

" Two New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or- VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES, 

Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Four New Subs9ribers ($8) INGERSOLI.'S PROSE POEMS, (A Inost Magnifi" 
\ 	

cent Volume). 
\ 

\ " Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, In Half Calf or Half 
Morocco, (1110St elegant style, $4 ed). 

" Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 ed. 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SnORT HISTORY OF THE BmLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S RO~JANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLL'S PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 

'VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 
Any of these works will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of names of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscription price. 

\ 	 ADDRESS, PUTNAM &. MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY 8T. SAN FRANCISCO. 

PU'TNAl\1'S V\lORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was madl 
by an aui"l hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image. and breathes into, 
his nostrils lhe breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-7C1nn SwintC1n',
PIfiM'. r ~ 

Prombtheus: A. Poem. l'IKe, $1. "it is 
crammed with life, thought and pro:ound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Henry 
H~ Fdlt'ttrs. 

Gottlieb: Hi., life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
}{oluance of Ealth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
woulU be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my1ife before."- Elmina Drake Simlur. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND l\lUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COl\lPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

l'rice ..... - ................. 1••• $1.50 

Address orders to 

L. K. \VASHBURN, 
Revere. Mass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen II. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G.Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

Address this office. 

INGERSOLL'S WORKS. 
The Christian Rclig!o:1. By R. (;. Ingersoll, 

JUtlge Jeremiah ~. Black and l'1Of. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
• 	 her of Vital (.)uestions Propounded by the edi. 

tor of the Sail Frau(tsca". 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 

of the New York UbunJN'. By Robert G. 

Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. '. 


A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete.. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. nTribute to His Brother." ,,'The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast" 
and "Little Harry Miller's Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper. 18x22, illuminateC':· . ';';' 
der, and in large, clear type, suitabt, :.for 
framing; four to any address for 50 cents or 
either one for IS cents. ' 

Pr~se Poems and Selections. It contains, be- . 
sldes the celebrated "Decoration Day Ora- . 
tion," and all the famous tributes, many 
other gems selected from the speeches, argu
ments, lectures, table·talks and day-to-day 
conversations of the author. Fine steel por
trait and autograph facsimile. Price,.in 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2 50. ' 

. 	 {

Photographs of Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, 40c. 

http:Price,.in


Freethouu;ht. 

A LIBERAL JOURNAL. 

VOL. II-No. 12. SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 1889. PRICE, TEN CENTS 

Entered a.t the Postoffice at San Francisco, CaL as Second-class Mail Matter Jan•• 1888 

FREETHOUGHT. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, t 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, f EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. 

Addrus all communications, and make all Drafts, Clucks, am/ 
1I1.0ney Orders payable to Putnam c,... MacdonaM, 504 Kearny Strut, 
San Francisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT will lJe mjJjJlied te the trade" by 
the SOIl Francisco News Compatzy. 

SAN" FRANCISCO, 

THE California Legi~lature has adjourned and left the capitol. 
The people" who suffer f~om the raids on the treasury are now 
looking at:ound to see if anything else is left worth mentioning. 

THE priest at Ixmiguelpom .has excommunkated El Pensa
mien/o, a newspaper of Zimapan, state of Hidalgo, Mexico. The 
excommunication even applies to the animals owned by its editors. 
This is the Christianity of our sister ~epublic. 

"THE way to get the best of an Infidel," s~ys the Rev. Samuel 
Jones, (, is to close his mouth. Don't listen to him. If you can 
stop his talking, you've got him." We can recommend Mr. 
Jones's advice as worthy the acceptance of all evangelizers. You 
may" get" an Infidel by keeping him quiet; but one thing is 
certain, if you let him talk he's got you. 

POPE LEO has " specially" blessed Miss Caldwell, who endowed 
the Catholic University at Washington, D. C., with a gift of 
$800,000. Judge O'Connor, of San Jose, gave the same institu
tion $50,000, and received therefor only a plain, every-day 
apostolic benediction. Orders for blessings in every style are 
taken at the Vatican from $10 upward. The patronage of fools 
who desire to be parted from their money is especially solicited. 

Two members of the British Parliament are severely attacked 
by the London Times for joining with the Radical clubs in the 
welcome to Henry George. The Times says: "George's doc
trines come as near spoliation as anything that has been proposed 
by a man with a ch<;tracter to lose, since the French revolution." 
Weare interested to know what opinion of Mr. GeC?rge will be 
expressed by Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, the Freethinking member 
of Parliament. 

THE Rev. Mr. Curtis, pastor of a Presbyterian church in this 
city, scored a good point last Sunday against the inconsistency of 
Sabbatarians who would suppress all Sunday labor, yet who "go 
to church with their car fare in one hand and a hymn-book in 
the other." Mr. Curtis says that the necessity of Sunday cars 
and boats could be obviated" by people going to some church 
nearer home. The right of Christians to dictate to the public 
how it shall travel on Sunday seems to be taken for granted by 
our enlightened clergymen. 

FROM the Chronicle's report of the Rev. Samuel Jones's ser
mon, Sunday last: "Mr. Jones was particularly severe on soldiers. 
He said that any soldier who would swear would steal a sheep, 
then he would steal a bee-gum, and then-- But -what he 
would do then, according to Mr. Jones, cannot be told in a news
paper." Where, then, was C. R. Bennett, Anthony Comstock's 
agent for this coast? If obscenity is to be suppressed, why not 
begin with its most popular exponent? 

THE New York Citizens' Committee to aid the Confederate 
Soldiers' Home at Austin, Tex., has engaged Col. R. G. Ingersoll to 
deliver a lecture, for the benefit of the fund, at the Academy of 
Music next Sunday. The committee is in receipt of the following 
communication from Admiral Porter: 

"The Confederate veterans are, as of yore, our fellO\v-countrymen 
and, in regard to any ho~tile feeling between northern and southern sol. 
diers,the latter have long since forgotten it. Out oHhe conflict sprang many 
good qualities which we might otherwise have not possessed-humanity, 
sympathy, and magnanimity oC fee"Hng for those who warred a~ainst the 
Union. The North is full of prosperity, and the South, under the new 
order oC things, is rapidly following in her footsteps. The stars shine 
brightly for us all, and, having secured a perpetuation of the Union, it 
behooves us of the North to assist those who are now overwhelmed with 
adversity. This is the best way to m~ke a united country. There should 
be no North, no South, but one nation, over which the stars and stripes 
should wave forever." 

If the soldiers who fought in the war have forgotten the ani
mosities which it engendered, it is, perhaps, time that the poli
ticians should become reconciled. 

NEWS AND NOTES, 

RocKLIN.-Rocklin not a very large place, but the breath of 
improvement comes with the rattle of the locomotive and the 
beautiful and fertile country in the vicinity. There is a round
house here, and so" the otherwise quiet village has a busy and 
somewhat tumultuous appearance, for the railroader is always on 
the "go" whether at work or at home. 

The bounteous rains came down, and everybody was rejoicing. 
It was a pleasure to watch the broad and cloudy skies, e\'er 
changing; now with white, fleecy masses, and depths of blue i~
termingling; and then rolling into mountainous crags and 
precipitous glooms belching forth torrents of rain; or again, vast 
mists seem floating over field and wood and dropping showers 
like gentle tears; or at night the shimm~ring moonlight sweeps 
in glistening floods, and the streets are sheeny, in the dim glare, 
with spreading waters. Day after day the stormy march rolls on, 
with wondrous music on the window pane and roof and battling 
trees, with glittering pennons of sun-glints here and there, and 
great masses of gold and rainbow colors which the storm king 
seems to fling forth as pledges of the brilliant harvest lurking in 
his pavilion of gloom. These have been grand days, picturesque 
days, days of majesty and power, for each threatening cloud 
brings hope, and the earth grows radiant with every tempestuous 
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stroke. When the sun does come forth, what royal garniture will 
greet his way! How the hills will flash their green heads, _and 
the plains wave their verdant splendor! 

So I cared not if there were but few at the lectures. I wanted 
it to rain, rain, rain, as everybody else did, for there were" mill
ions in it" for the farmers of ~alifornia; more than in an the 
gold of the hills. However, I had good audiences, and apprecia
tive audiences, and I have enjoyed my work and sojourn in this 
lively little hamlet. There are some staunch Liberals here, men 
and women both, few, but enough to give a noble encouragement 
for future efforts. • 

Especially have I been delighted with meeting the Kaiser 
family, whcr are heart and soul for freedom, and generous and 
open as the day. Every evening they were at the lectures, com
ing six and seven miles through the pouring rain, and" besides, 
bearing the brunt of the expenses for the lectures. They make 
a regiment in themselves, almost. There is the father and seven 
boys, and it does one's heart good to associate with _these jovial 
and valiant comrades. The father, John Kaiser, came from 
Switzerland in 1837, with the breath of those glorious mountains 
of liberty in his heart and hope; although, at first, he was a de
voted Methodist. He was in Ohio and Missouri for anumber 
of years, and finally, twenty-two years ago, came to this country 
and took up land and began to cultivate it-two thousand dollars 
in debt at the time, he says. After eight years he had secured a 
comfortable home and paid his debts, but one night all his houses 
and household goods were swept away by fire-five thousand 
dollars' worth; but he began again, and to-day he looks over a 
broad expanse of two hundred and eighty acres, all his own, or
namented with vineyards, wheat field, orchards, amidst pastures 
and woodlands, every inch of it worth a hundred dollars an acre. 
It is in the centre of the recently organized citrus colony, the 
object of which colony is to combine for irrigating and improve
ment purposes. Oranges, lemons, and limes of superior quality 
can be raised in this section, and really there is no country in the 
world that can surpass this in beauty and fertility. Mr. Kaiser 
has been one of the foremost pioneers in developing its splendid 
resources. I had the pleasure on WednesdCJ.y of visiting his 
home, a charming place amidst fruitful hills and vales. His 
wine-cellar is fire proof. 'The product of his vintage is of the 
finest flavor and has taken several.premiums. His farm is capa
ble.of raising almost every kind of fruit, vegetable, and grain. He 
has horses, cattle, and sheep. He has demonstrated that this 
soil, once considered almost worthless, is capable of varied culti
vation and use. 

His four sons, John, Charles, Henry, and Lewi~, whom I met, 
and who with their father were at the lectures every night, keep 
up the spirit of work and progress. Henry flings art into his 
arduous out-door employments and is a painter.of no mean skill, 
and will achieve something in the future. I felt thor~ughly at 
home among these loyal spirits, who have not a particle of super
stition left, but are bright, progressive, and earnest.' The other 
brothers, Sam, Fred, and Jake, and Miss Mary, the daughter, who 
lives at Carson City, I did not see, but I expect that all have the 
same bright inheritance from the land of Tell, of lofty and liberty
loving humanity. 

Thus the fellowship of Freethought is broadening and deepen
ing. Thu3 we begin to know each other better, and power 
increases. The veterans of our cause have had to work alone, 
many of them, while the churches have been united. But now 

..the forces are gathering for the new ~~~ bri?"ht€?r ~r~: Through 

wide lands the spirit of fraternity prevails, and many firesides 
mingle light and glory for the advancement of the human race. 
I have found a comfortable resting-place at the Western Home 
Hotel, Rocklin, and Frank Tall, the proprietor, always takes 
good care of his guests, and so the stormy days have passed with 
genial surroundings. 

Nature is a very whimsical providence. She comes in the 
"nick of timeJ' but stays too long. A universal vote, I think, 
would declare that there h:td been plenty of rain, and that fair 
weather was in order; and it rolled off so beautifully on SJ.tur
day afternoon, and the spanking north ,vind drove on so de
lightfully, and the masses of white cloud melted into such gor
geous d~pths of b!ue, that it did seem that Sunday 'night would 
be all that one could wish in the way of moonlight and starlight 
and clear heavens; but alas! to the far-seeing prophet the signs 
were unfavorable-the storm rolled off against the sun, and when 

. morning came the sun pushed ,,)efore it the vast and lowering 
mists, and by evening the rain and winds were roaring; and I did 
not expect a baker's dozen at the lecture. But Pioneer Hall was 
nearly full. I was happily disappointed. The appreGiative au
dience gave hope and courage. There is a large element of 
Liberalism in this capital city, and it gradu3.11y increases in power 
and prominence. With the stalwart friends always ready to aid, 
the future here is for Freethought and victory. The series of lec
tures has opened the field for larger and more fruitful work, and 
I go to other parts of th~ ad'V'ancing line with heart warmed with 
beams of undying promise. 

Saturday night I viewed the closing scenes of the California 
legislature. There was a vast hubbub, and'what was going on 
it was pretty difficult for the outsider to detect. There was a 
rmh of business and presentation speeches. A gold watch and 
gold-headed cane and diamond ear-rings formed a part of the 
brilliant display. It gave an air of social festivity to the august 
assembly. On the whole, they are a pretty good-looking set of 
men, and as honest as the average of humanity. I do not believe 
in these charges of corruption. I believe that all, the governor 
included, are trying to do thG best they can in the midst of a big 
muddle. The. very nature of politics, as now conducted, is con
fusion. How can there be wise legislation when such haste is 
necessary? Nearly a thoasand bills were introduced this session. 
Who can judge what is right or wrong in all these? One thing 
seems plain to me-that there should be no legislature at all and 
the people be left to look after themselves, as in the old mining 
days; or the legislature should be in session almost constantly, 
and its members be paid, not by the day, but by the year-and 
well paid, and so be expected to do· their duty faithfully. As it 
is now the work is but half done. How can the manifold inter
ests of the state of California be properly Ie ,ked after in a session 
of sixty days? It is simply an impossibility. No member can 
properly inform himself concerning the questions presented, and 
much of his legislative action must be guesswork, or the result of 
the dictation of committees or newspapers. The fault is not that 
legislators or office holders are dishonest. They are fair repre
sentative men and reflect the general conscience and intelligence 
of the community. The system is wrong. If we must have a 
legislature, pay its members well, and for a year's service, if need 
be, and let what work is done be well done. If any railroad, 
stelmboat, or other business and private corporation were run in 
the same fashion that state affairs are run, such corporation 
would be bankrupt in six months. ,Democratic government i!; 
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still an experiment, and it will take some centuries to make it a 
successful experiment; and as one c~n't do everything in a life~ 
time, the DemanJs of Liberalism make the choice battle-ground 
for to-day. ,I 

I had a short visit SaturdaY afternoon with my friend Avery, 
who keep., the Unitarian Sunday-school on it~ bright and vigor
ous way. It is really a pleas::mt gathering, and the children get 
at the musical and sunny side of things, and obtain from kindly 
asso;;iations the power to do good with pleasure, and not with 
fear and trembling. Friend Avery can put deep phil030phy into 
cheerful labors. 

I also, under the pilotage of friend Butterfield, wandered into 
the weird curiosity-shop of Dr. Light, who has a genius for al
most everything. He has ransacked the bosom of t~e earth and 
sea, and his treasures are indeel beautiful and remarkable. 
They show the wonderfulness of nature and the long history of 
man, wh03e footsteps are still found in the dusty chambers of 
the gathering soil of ages. Amidst these relics of .physical life 
are strewn bits of philosophy, and the following struck my fancy 
as containing the gist of all the commandments. On the walls 
of his omc~ the doctor keep3 these lines: 

"The Lord helps every man who helps himself: 
BLIt th! LlJrd help th! ma.n who is caught helping himself here." 

That is what I should call much in . little. 
The doctor is an old-timer, and has had many an adventure 

upon the frontieT, and his "shooting cane" has done effectual 
service. This is a cane which, apparently harmless, is loaded 
like a gun, and can be discharged to the very great surprise of 
one's assailant. It is a convenient walking-stick in a new 
country. Telling some of his encounters to a company of 
preachers, one of them solemnly asked the doctor if " he thought 
of his soul when he was face to face with death." He answered, 
"No, I didn't think of my soul then, and I haven't thought of i~ 
since. And," continued the doctor, "if I had stopped to pray 
to God to help me I should have been a dead man." 

I have two little sparkling coins before me, one-dollar gold 
pieces of date 1849 and 18S1. These were given me by Thomas 
Paine, of Grass Valley; as mementos of old days. I shall carry 
them with me on my pilgrimage, and so always have a dollar or 
two for the blows of fate. As long as these two "angels" are 
with me I shall never be "dead broke," and their face shall al
ways be a reminder of my good friend of to-day, and of the star 
of the Revolution. 

Thus treasures gather all along the way for heart and hope, 
and I leave Sacramento and the faithful allies here with memory 
of happy toils that point to a splendid future. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"ONE of the pleasures of living under a government like that of 
Austria," says an exchange, "was illustrated shortly after the 
death of Prince Rudolph. A printer's apprentice, who had heard 
consideraple of the unpublished gossip about the affair, was so 
careless as to repeat some of the stories in the hearing of a per
son who was so ineffably contemptible as to report the matter to 
the authorities. As a result the boy is now serving a sentence of 
six months' imprisonment at hard labor for having dared to 
whislJer aught against the royal family." This ruling would 
condemn the subjects of the greater majority of royal families 
to absolute silence,unless such subjects were hypocrites. The 
character of. royalty is· generally of the kind tha.t will not admit 
of any but adve~~ mention. 

THE LOCAL ·SOCIETY. 

All the Liberals in the vicinity are asked to attend the meeting 
next Sunday evening, March 24, at the hall of the San Francisco 
Turn Verein, 323 Turk street, at 7:30 o'clock. Professor Miller 
will deliver an address and a permanent organization will be 
formed. 

OUR PIOUS ADMINISTRATION. 

We are entering upon four years of National Piety. The 
president'and his secretary of state have secured pews in a Pres

byterian church at Washington; orders have gone forth th~t no 

business is to be transacted at the White House on the first day 

of the week, commonly called Sunday; Postmaster-general.Wana

maker will visit Philadelphia once a week to take charge of his 

Sunday-school; and Mr. Procter, secretary of the war department, 


. it is reported, has abolished the Sunday dress parade of the boys 

in blue. 

It will be ~ most edifying ~pectacle for the people of this coun
try to behold their representatives bowing themselves down before 
the contemporary fetich, and participating in the incantations of 
Presbyterian superstition-mongers. We shall all take pride in 
knowing that our state buildings are locked every seventh day by 
the Roman hypocrite and cut-throat who made Sunday the Sab
bath fifteen hundred years ago. Likewise shall we be glad to 
know that the same barbarian assumes command of our army on 
that day. The people of Washington who have enjoyed listening 
to the band on Sunday will gladly forego that pleasure when they 
come to realize that the musicians' souls are taken out of jeopardy 
by the new order. The Washington Post hints that .the arrange
ment is directly in the interest of the }iquor traffic, because when 
the soldiers are off duty they will imbibe more than when they 
have to drill or mount guard. 

But Postmaster-general Wanamaker's position will be the 
m03t critical. Every Sunday he will be found at church endeav
oring to teach morality from 'a book which, under a fair con
struction of the postal laws, would be condemned as unmailable 
by the department of which he is the head. 

Fortunately we are able to say that these men do not represent 
the sentiment of the American people. There are a lot of de
vout old women who admire piety, but the average citizen does 
not, to use his own expression, care a " damn" for it. Society
the snobs, the dudes, ani the dead-beats-go to church, and 
the ignorant and the imitative follo.w their example. Public men, 
in our day as in all other days, simply conform to the popular 

error. 
INTERESTING REMINISCENCES. 

Gen. W. T. Sherman, in the North American Review for 
March, gives some most interesting reminiscences of early times 

in this state. He says: 
"In 1846 the United States declared war to exist with Mexico, and 1, 

as a lieutenant of C. Q. Tompkins's company of the Third Artillery, was 
sent in the U. S. storeship Lexington to California, around Cape Horn, 
198 days buffetmg with the winds and waves, yet arriving, January 29, 
1847, at Monterey, the most speedy and convenient route possible at that 
day. There was'no city of San Francisco then. Our ord:rs. ~e~~ to 
occupy and hold Monterey, the capital of Alta, or Upper Ca~Iforma. . 

"In 1847, only forty-two years ago, there was no ~uch thmg ~s a mall 
in California. Letters came straggling by chance shlps from Chma,Val. 
paraiso, Callao, and the Sandwich Islands. The adjutant-g:neral of 
the army, afterwards from Washington, sent across land, by KIt Carson, 
F. X. Aubrey, and Roubidea.u, a few official letters once a year by waf 
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of Fort Leavenworth, Santa Fe, Los Angeles, etc.~ starting usually in. 
September of each year and reaching our headquarters at Monterey in. 
May of the following ye"a.r. That was the surest and most expeditious 
way we in California could' receive letters from our Eastern friends in 
1847. 1848, and part of 1849." 

In the days spoken of by General Sherman, San Francisco was 
known as Yerba Buena. Captain Folsom was quartered here, 
and established a semi-monthly mail between Yerba Buena and 
San Diego, with three intermediate stations-Monterey. "iDana's" 
(Nipomo), and Los Angeles. This was the first mail- route ever 
established on the Pacific coast. 

"California, from 1848 to 1888," says General Sherman, 
IIpassed through all the phases of civilization which England did 
in the past thousand years. In 1846 it was an outlying Mexican 
province. At that time th~re was not a sQod horse in California, 
not a tavern, hotel, or a common wagon road. We traveled by 
trails, on horseback, sleeping by the roadside, eating jerked meat, 
or game shot with our rifles; and now California has better ho
tels, better markets, more convenient appurtenances for travel, 
than London, Paris, or Vienna, and as good stores, factories, and 
machine shops, When I first rode into Yerba Buena, now San 
Francisco, in 1847, I could not command a roof, a common 
meal, or even buy oats, barley, or hay for my tired horse. Now 
anybody can obtain a good carriage, hotel, and room as luxuri
ous as can be found in the world." 

Old San Franciscans will read with pleasure ~nd pride these 
resuscitated memories of an era that preceded by many moons 
the time when the water carne up to Montgomery street. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE? 

Freethinkers are often, criticised for using the phrase "the 
Christian surperstition" when referring to what is commonly 
known as the Christian religion. But what is the difference, ex
cept, as has been said, that religion is superstition in fashion, and 
superstition is religion out of fashion? The Christian religion 
has gone out of fashion so -far as Freethinkers are concerned, 
and it is therefore quite proper, under the definition, to refer to 
it as superstition. . 

But can Christian scholars themselves distinguish between the 
two? To show that they cannot so distinguish, note the various 
translations of Acts xvii, 22. The common version has it: 

"Yemen of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too sttp~rsti
tious." 

The Unitarian version gives this rendering: 
"Yemen of Athens, I perceive that ye are exceedingly addicted to 

'"the worship of d~mons." . 

Archbishop Newcomb thought it should read thus: 
"Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are somewhat too 

religious ." 
And the eminent theologian, Dr. Lardner, translates the text 

as follows: 
"Paul, therefore, standing up in the midst of the Areopagus, said, Ye 

men of Athens, I perceive that ye are in all things v~ry r~ligiotls." 

If Paul's language was as indefinite as the translations of it, it 
is no wonder that the men of Athens did not understand him 
and told him they would see him later. As Robert Taylor ob-· 
served, "these various translators discovered more than they 
meant to, namely, that religion and superstition are c~nvertible 
terms." 

THE" Sabbath Imposture," a pamphlet by Harry Hoover, 10 

cents per copy; six for 50 cents; fifteen for $1. 

THERE is a law on the statute books of this state which forbids 
church corporations to ,hold land, except such as is occupied by 
buildings. used for religious _purposes. The Catholic church 
evades the law by putting its real estate -in the hands of the arch
bishop. The church, in the name of P. W. Riordan (archbishop), 
has for a long time held a tract of land at the corner of Sixteenth 
and Dolores streets, this city, part of whi~h is a burying ground, 
and has hitherto prevented the opening of Sixteenth street. Two 
years ago"the Board of Health got the best of the church by con
demning the property as a nuisance and enforcing its sale, which 
has just been recorded, the city being the purchaser. The re
mains of some five hundred persons will have to be exhumed. 
People owing bu'rial lots are powerless to protest, and cannot 
recover.. But the church is all right. It was paid for the property 
in lots, and now it gets the money for the entire tract. 

SECULAR THOUGHT, of Toronto, Canada, a most excellent Sec
ular journal, has a Sustaining Fund to meet the financial defi
ciencies incident to its publication. 'The Independent Pulpit, an
other guod Freethought periodical, published at \Vaco, Texas, 
has an Extension Fund for gen'eral purposes, and the Rev. or ex
Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost's Twentieth Century derives much of 
its circulation from gift subscriptions. We are pleased at these 
evidences of co-operation everywhere among reformers. and for 
the encouragement of the patrons of other Liberal journals, we # 

propo: e shortly to publish a few communications from our 
friends in the West and East to show how the readers of FREE
THOUGHT-stand ready to see it through any difficulties it may en
counter. The ~ncouragement extended is almost as surprising 
as gra tifying. 

THE Rev. Joseph Bloom, a young Englishman who recently 
resigned the pastorate of the Free Will Baptist church at Oswego 
Falls, N. Y., because of some difference with his congregation, 
and joined the Close Communion Baptists, has been arrested for 
stealing a horse and sleigh from a livery stable keeper at Oneida. 
He denied the charge, but, nevertheless, was taken to Oswego, 
where he had sold the animal, and was fully identified. He was 
held in $1,000 bail to answer. When events of this kind occur 
it is appropriate to sing that good old hymn: 

"Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the lamb, 

And shall I fear to steal a hoss 
Or blush to ride the same?" 

THE press giv.es the Seventh-day Adventists credit for 250,000 

signatures to the remonstrance petition against the Blair Sunday 
Rest bill. This in the face of the fact that the Seventh-day Ad
ventists' of the whole country do. not number more than 25,000 

all to1d. These Adventists have been wonderfully active in the 
matter, but it is doubtful if any of them secured any more signa
tures than Mr. John W. Abbott, of New Cambria, Kan., who 
forwarded a petition bearing the names of one thousand voters. 

THE Independent Pulpit, published by J. D. Shaw, at Waco, 
Texas, enters upon its seventh volume. It has a new title letter 
in six-line pica Hogarth style, and offers inducements to subscribers 
which should give it a wide circulation. 

ONE result of the recent storm was the blowing down of a 
school-house in San Diego. The dispatch relates that the teach
er and one of her pupils, the latter a daughter of our friend Ran
ford _ Worthing, were severely hurt .. 
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NEW YORK for one year-during the mayoralty of Abram S. 
Hewitt-enjoyed the luxury of freedom from Irish control Mr 
Hewitt having declared that while he held the .position of ~ayo~ 
none but the American fUg should be raised- on public build
ings. Last fall Mr. Hewitt ran for a second term, but waS re
jected. A Romanist succeeded him, and on Monday, St. 
Patrick's day, the Catholic rag waved again over the city hall. 

"A YOUNG man named Varnham, who has been nn Infidel lecturer has 
been. quite successful as a revivalist recently in Lincoln, Plac~r co~nty. 
and 15 an applicant for licensure by the Bay Congregational Association. 
At his examination he stated that he had never studied theolof7Y and did 
not think he ever should."-Chronicle. I:> 

Varnham-Varnham! The name is unfamiliar to us. Does 
anybody know this distinguished iconoclast? 

THE German government suppresses about one newspaper 
per week. Last week it was a Bremen journal which had at
tacked Bismarck. This week it is the V"ollu: a Socialist organ, 
published in Berlin. Bismarck may tinker with the rights of 
man for a few years, but they will outlive him and assert them
selves when he is remembered only for his brutal abuse of power. 

THE applications for places in the consular service reveal the 
fact that there are a great many clergymen in the country who 
want to go to Jerusalem at government expense. The salary is 
good, the duties are light, and the surroundings are" sacred." 
\Ve move that all clerical applicants for the position of consul to 
Jerusalem be given the portfolio in perpetuity. . 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Ab::mt forty people threaded the intricacies of the ent~ance to 
Crusader~' Hall, on Market street, last Sunday evening, to attend 
the meetmg called to organize a local Liberal Union. There 
were some things to prevent a larger attendance. In the fir~t 
place, it rained hard and the streets were muddy. In the next 
place. none but a natural-born discoverer could find the partic
ular hal~ where the meeting was held. Crusaders' Hall is one of 
a dozen or more in the same building, and is approached through 
a long series of ante-rooms, where a visitor might get tangled up 
and turned around, and unless he had a good deal of confidence 
in himself he would in a short time be glad to find the door he 
came i~ at, and escape through it. ~Mr. Derming acted as pilot 
for awhIle, but got lost, and a man who went to look for him did 
not reappear. A third trouble arose from the numerous other 
meetings held simultaneously in the various halls. Mr. Walker, 
who went from the cellar of the building to the roof before he 
found a familiar face, reported that overhead a large assemblage 
01 Japanese people were celebrating some sort of heathen rite. 
In another room a spiritual test medium held forth and her au
dience sang the" Sweet By and By" and "Neare;, My God, to 
Thee," most of the evenir.g. From still another direction could 
be heard the voice of the single tax advocate setting forth with 
fervid eloquence the theory that gold should b~ exempt from the 
burdens of wealth, but that the hole which it came out of should 
be taxed. How many meetings were scattered about elsewhere I 
did not learn. 

At 8 o'clock it was decided that all who intended to be present 
had either arrived or been lost, or that some other meeting had 
absorbed them, and Mr. Schou called the audience into the front 
seats and introduced it to Professor Miller. The professor gave 
a thirty-minutes' address on the subject of organization, and read 
an editorial on "Local Liberal Societies" from last week's FREE
THOUGHT. At the close of Profes~or Miller's remarks the ques
tion of organization was raised, and deferred until such time as 
the weather would permit more ladies to attend. Only two were 
present, and a unanimous sentiment prevailed that the number 
was too small. Mr. Schou spoke briefly, and appeared inclined 
to take up a collection, b:ut was restrained, and abandoned the 

project gloomilJ: .. ~djour?ment was had~arly to give the peo
ple a chance to Jom In SOCIal converse, whIch they did. Every
?ody had a good time looking at Mr. Furgason, of Oakland, who 
IS so ta!l that no one would be surprised to see him reach up and 
gather In a handful of stars on a clear night. Mr. Pingree was 
there too, so that the occasion was a success. The next meeting 
will .be held a\the Turners' Hall, 323 Turk street, on Sunday 
evenmg, Mardi 24, and no excuse will be accepted from those 
who fail to attend. 

1 "We have to record," says the London Freethinker of February 24 
"the d.eath of Tom Mead, the well-known Shaksperian actor. Mr: 
Mead died on Sunday at Islington. He was a histrion of the old school. 
~e played l:ading .parts. with Pbelps at Sadler's Wells, and gained a 
high repu.tatlOn formtelhgence and conscientiousness. Latterly, he served 
u?der Irvmg. Mr. Mead \yai .an earnest Freethinker who always avowed 
hiS heresy. He had many fnends, but we fancy not a single enemy." 

I used to see Mr. Mead occasionally in New York. He at
tended one of the festive occasions of the Liberal Club and gave 
us the best recitation I ever heard-except that of Mr. Watts 
entitled the "Maniac"-his subject being Shakspere's "Seve~ 
Ages of Man." . Some critics thought Mead as great as Irving. 
The~trical ~anagers are known. by th: company they keep, and 
certamly Irvmg must have realIzed thIS when he retained Tom 
Mead. 

This Palestine pilgrimage is really taking a serious form. I 
cull the appended expressions from the New York Truth Seeker 
of March 9. The editor thus says: 

"This is a pleasant resolution to receive concerning a well
beloved brother: 

LONGMONT, COL., Feb. 22, 289. 
DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: In compliance with a resolution of the Long

mont Secular Union, we address through you the Liberals of the United 
~tates and Canada. We do this for the purpose of inaugurating, if pos
Sible, some plan by ,which that rising light of Liberalism, George E. 
Macdonald, the spicy associate editor of FREETHOUGIlT, may, in the 
interest of our cause, be sent around the world, as was D. M. Bennett, a 
few years ago, to make and to publish in book form the observations of 
the journey; the books to be furnished at cost to the parties who sub
scribe the funds necessary to the carrying out of this undertaking. 

\Ve, therefore, invite all who are interested in this matter to corre
spond in regard to it with us and each other through your columns. 

. {JOHN R. KELSO, 
Committee•. GEORGIANA RICE, 

ETTA D. KELSO. 
"There are several leagues of territory intervening between 

this office and the generous person of our only brother, but still 
we feel that he is nearer than he would be if he were wandering 
around the streets of Jerusalem, turning over ash barrels and 
peering into dark corners looking for signs of our risen Lord, 
and we cannot say that we indorse this scheme very heartily. 
That his book, or books, would be worth several times the cost 
we willin~ly grant. The" Innocents Abroad" would be nothing 
to them. But the effects of such a trip are too far-reaching. After 
his explorations the Sunday-school maps would all have to be 
changed and another committee appointed to revise the New 
Testament. The economy of the theological world would b~ 
disturbed, and the old gentlemen up here in the Bible House 
might get excited. It wouldn't do to unsettle their geographical 
and historical convictions on biblical subjects. The lunatic 
asylums are not numerous enough. Better let George stay where 
he is, though if it is determined to send him out of the country, 
we know a few good people who ought to be willing to con-
tribute"heavily." 

The Longmont brethren and sisters awaken within me a most 
lively sense of gratitude, for I am not one of those suspicious 
persons who would detect in their pleasantly-worded communi
cation a covert scheme to get me out of the country. I calmly 
await the decision of the public appealed to. Let the agitation 
proceed, but the fact should not be overlooked that the people 
of Palestine and other sterile precincts of the occident may de
serve to be considered in connection with the enterprise. Who 
knows what sort of a'reception a man wearing a Wettstein badge

. pin would get from the uncircumcised and unspeakable bar
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barians of Asia Minor? i Some good Mohammedan might set 
me down for a new kind of Jower (I speak phonetically, mean
ing Giaour), .and eviscerate me with his cimeter. Of course, in 
such case, the joke would be on the Mussulman, but that would 
not obtund the grief of my surviving relatives. And then who, in 
that arid land, would see that my grave was kept perennially 
verdant? These co~tingencie~ are to. be pr~vided. f.w, as I do 
not wish to do anythmg to stram the dIplomatIc relatIOns between 
the United· Sta~es and Judea. All the members of our n~w 
administration are sprouting wings for angels, and trouble WIth 
the birth-place of the savior might retard their development.: 
Far be it from me to do thi8, because the sooner these men are 
angels the sooner will they be truly happy. 

/--. The following poem by Richard Realf under the title of "In
direction," has occupied the columns of the paper fo: the past 
half-dozen years and perhaps more-I have known It for that 
length of time. Now it has been forwarded anonymously for 
publication in FREETHOUGHT: 

Fair are the flowers and the children, but their subtle suggestion is fairer; 
Rare is the rose-burst of dawn, but the secret that clasps it is rarer; 

Sweet the exultance of song. but the strain that precedes it is sweeter; 

And never was poem yet writ, but the meaning outmastered the m~ter. 


Never a daisy that grows, but a mystery guideth the growing; 

Never a river. that flows, but a majesty scepters the flowing; 

Never a'Shakespeare that soared, but a stronger than he did enfold him; 

Nor ever a prophet foretells, but a mightier seer hath foretold him. 


Back Df the canvas that thrDbs, the painter is hinted and hidden; 

Into. the the statue that breathes, the soul Df the sculptor is bidden; 

Under the joy that is felt, lies the infinite issues of feeling; 

CrDwning the glory revealed, is the glDry that crDwns the revealing. 


Great are the symbols Df being, but that which is symboled is greater; 

Vast the create and beheld, but vaster the inward creatDr; 

Back Df the sDund broods the silence, back of the gift stands the giving; 

Back Df the hand that receives, thrill the sensitive nerves Df receiving. 


Space is nothing to. spirit, the deed is outdone by the doing; . 

The heart Df the wooer is warm, but warmer the heart ohhe wDoing; 

And up frDm the pits where these shiver, and up from the heights where 


those shine; 
Twin voices and shadDws swim starward, and the essence Df life is divine. 

I put the poem in here at a venture. I can generally tell when 
anything is ada pted to our columns, but I do not feel very con
fident about the foregoing. It has a good jingle and the heading 
fits it. (( Indirection" gives no due to the meaning of the poem, 
and the poem does not furnish a definition of its title. I do not 
deny that I admire the work. I have no doubt that it was written 
to amuse, or instruct, or, more indefinitely, to "edify." It seems 
to be composed of a series of declarative sentences. The reader 
gets a good grip on the first part of each line, but the.Iast part de
materializes, and leaves him nothing to hang on to. He wobbles 
along back to the beginning of the next verse, and then slide3 off 
again into space. 

I would like to have some authority on poems tell what de
partment of verse this poem belongs to. It starts off in a pastoral 
way that has gained it admission into some of the agricultural 
journals, but does not sustain that character throughout. It is 
slightly epic, somewhat tragic, and eminently elegaic. Yet it is 
neith'er epic, nor tragic, nor elegaic, but esthetic. It seems fur
ther to be pervaded, more or less, with theosophy aJ?d metaphys
ics. It may be a' cryptogram, a study of which would reveal 
that the Lord's Prayer was written by Dr. Monroe, of the Iron
clad Age. Perhaps it is a bugle call to the conflict, and may be 
some action is necessary at once. Perchance it demands a reply. 
If it is an attack on our climate, I will take the responsibility of 
casting back its aspersions in the teeth of the maligner of inno
cence. Again, has it any reference to the delinquent subscriber 
in his relations with the editor? As thus: 

--Back Df the gift stands the giving; 
Back of the hand that receives thrill the sensitive nerves of receiving. 

These lines shadow forth vaguely that sometime the writer has 
published a paper, and has felt the intoxicating joy of opening a 
communication from a backward member in a doubtful district, 
and finding inclosed payment in fu}l of all arrearages and one year 
in advance. I have sometimes had my nerves worke"d upon in 
this way, and have found a series of saltant excursions over chairs, 

tables, counters, and other occupants of the room, the only seda
tive that would diminish the preternaturally increased action of 
the liver and' restore me to 'a fit condition for further literary 
effort. M. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

It is understood that a branch of the Young Men's Christian 
Association is to be established adjacent to the· State University 
at Berkeley, for the" benefit" of the students.--.Railroad block
ades on the Oregon line caused by the recent rains necessitate 
the carrying of mails for Oregon and Washington by way of Og
den.--The Socialists of San Francisco celebrated, on March 
18, the anniversary of the Paris Commune of 1871. Addresses 
were made by P. Ross Martin, Messrs. Rudinger, \Vhite, and 
others. About 300 people were present.--Judge Hoadley, as 
counsel for Chae Chang Ping, has filed with the clerk of the 
United States Suprem e Court his, brief in the suit brought to test 
the validity of the Chinese Exclusion act.--Professor Hilgard, 
of the California University, is mentioned as the probable assist
ant secretary of the national department of agriculture.--The 
government of China has, for the first time, been com pelled to 
make an appeal to the citizens of America for aid in relieving 
the suffering of her subjects from floods and famine. It is. ex
p~cted that the sum of $20,000 will be contributed by the Chinese 
of this city.--Harry Holmes, the Salvationist in jail at Sacra
mento for the crime of incest committed upon his seven-year-old 
daugli\er, committed suicide by starving himself, and was found 
dead in his cell March I 6.--Peter L. Wimmer and Cornelia 
Tracy, . of Valley Center, San Diego Co., were married March 
8, without the services of priest or judge. . The contract which 
made them husband and wife reads as follmCfs: "Recognizing the 
eternal laws of mateship and the natural need of the right relation 
between the sexes, we, Peter L. Wimmer, Jr., and Cornelia Tracy, 
by these presents make.known to the world that we hereby bind 
ourselves to each other as man and wife, and mutually pledge to 
each other love and fidelity for life."--The exodus from San 
Diego to the~Santa Clara mines has not wholly ceased, although 
the "rush" is ended. Late reports from the gold fields are not 
of a cheering nature. 

Ex-President Cleveland has gone on an excursion to Cuba. 
--George Francis Train again announces his retirement 
from active participation in the affairs of this world.--Great 
damage has been done by storms on the New Jersey coast. 
-'- United States senators think their salaries should be 
raised from $5,000 to $10,000 per annum.--Six hundred men 
were thrown out of work by the recent.fire in the Anaconda mine~ 
near Helena,- Mont.--Beecher's country home at Peekskill, N. 
Y., has been sold for $75,ooo.--The Rev. Justin D. Fulton, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., was recently denied the use of a Baptist church 
in Richmond, Va., on account of his utterances in favor of race 
equality and the obliteration of the color line.--The Rev. Mr. 
Cunningham has been conducting a revival in the neighborhood of 
Braxton Courthouse, W. Va. He started a crusade against some 
unpopular people in the vicinity, with the resnlt that a gang of his 
converts tore dmvn eight dwelling houses and drove the inmates 
away. Twenty-five of the fervent Christians are under bail to 
await the action of the grand jury.--The legislature of Arizona 
has enacted a Sunday Closing law. 

William 0'Brien, the Irish editor and agitator, now in jail, is 
offered his liberty if he will promise not to agitate any more, but 
refuses to accept freedom unless it is unconditional.--Boulan
ger has made an address in self-defense, denying that his party 
contemplates a monarchy, and explaining that the goal toward 
which they are marching is a non-parlia!llentary republic, which 
shall be a protector to the weak and lowly and be preoccupied 
with the interests of the people, respecting the liberty of indi
viduals, and above all the liberty of conscience.--New Zealand 
settlers, living in the neighborhood of Poverty bay, have had a 
great scare lately over the threatened uprising of Te Kooti, a 
Maori fanatic. The man claimed to be the savior of his people, 
and was at the head of a considerable force of natives, when the 
government troops prevented .his advance.--The missionaries 
captured by the native insurgents at Zanzibar have been released 
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upon the payment of $3,000. In addition to the ransom money 
the Germans surrendered twenty-two slaves which had fallen 
into their hands. 

-HUMANITY'S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 

Charles Brad1augh, M. P., in the North American Review. 
As an unbeliever, I ask leave to plead that humanity has been 

a real gainer from skepticism, and that the gradual and growing 
rejection of Christianity-like the rejection of the faiths which 
preceded it-has, in fact, added, and will add, to man's happiness 
and well-being. I maintain that,in physics, scienc~ is the out
come of skepticism, and that general progress is im possible with
out skepticism on matters of religion. I mean by religion, every 
form of belief which accepts or asserts the supernatural. I write 
as a 1\1onist, and u~e the word "nature" as meaning all phenom
ena, every phenomenon, all that is necessary for the happening of 
any and every phenomenon. Every religion is constantly chang
ing, and at any given time is the measure of the civilization 
attained by what Guizot de~cribed as thejusle milieu of those who 
profess it. Each religion is slowly, but certainly, modified in 
its dogma and practice by the gradual development of the 
peoples among whom it is professed. Each discovery destroys 
in whole or part som~ theretofore-cherished belief. No religion 
is suddenly rejected by any people; it is, rather, gradually 
outgrown. None see a religion die; dead religions are like 
dead languages and obsolete customs; the decay is long, and. like 
the glacier-march, is only perceptible to the careful watcher by 
comparisons extending over long periods. A superseded religion 
may often be traced in the festivals, ceremonies, and dogmas 
of the religion which has replaced it. Traces of obsolete religions 
may often be found in popular customs, in old-wive:,' stories, and 
in children's tales; 

It is necessary, in order that my plea should be understood, 
that I should explain what I mean by Christianity; and in the 
very attem pt at this explanation there will, I think, be found 
strong illu_stration of the value of unbelief. Christianity in prac
tice may be gathered from its more ancient forms represented by 
the Roman Catholic and the Greek churches; or from the various 
churches which have grown up in the last few centuries. Each of 
these churches calls itself Christian. Some of them deny the 
right of the others to use the. word Christian. Some Christian 
churches trea t, or have treated, other Christian churches as here
tics or unbelievers. The Roman Catholics and the Protestants in 
Great Britain and Ireland have, in . turn, been terribly cruel one 
to the other, and the ferocious laws of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries enacted by the English Protestants against 
English and Irish Papists are a disgrace to civilization. These 
penal laws, enduring longest in Ireland, still bear fruit in much 
of the political mischief and agrarian crime of to-day. It is only 
the tolerant indifference of skepticism that has rc'pealed, one after 
the other, most of the laws directed by the Established Christian 
Church against Papists dbd Dissenters, and also against Jews and 
heretics. Church-of-England clergymen have in the past gone 
to great lengths in denouncing non-conformity; and even in the 
present day;ln effective example of such denunciatory bigotry 
may be found in a sort of orthodox catechism written by the 
Rev. F. A. Grace. of Great Barling, Essex, the popularity of 
which is vouched for by the fact that it has gone through ten 
editions. This catechism for little children teaches that" dissent 
is a great sin" and that Dissenters '_' worship God according tu 
their own evil and corrupt imaginations, and not according to 
his· revealed will, and therefore their worship is idolatrous." 
Church-or-England Christians and dissenting Christians, when 
fraternizing amongst themselves, often publicly draw the line at 
Unitarians, and positively deny that these have any sort of right 
to call themselves Christians. 

In the first half of the seventeenth century, Quakers were 
flogged and imprisoned in England as blasphemers, and the 
early Christian settlers in New England, escaping from the perse
cution of old-world Christians, showed scant mercrto the follow
ers of Fox and Penn. It is customary, in controversy, for those 
advocating the claims of Christianity to include all good done by 
men in nominallr Christian countries, as if such good were the 
result of Christianity, while they contend that the evil which exists 

prevails in spite of Chri.<;tianity. I shall try to make out that the 
ameliorating march of the last few centuries has been initiated 
by the heretics of each age, though I quite concede that the men 
and women denounced and persecuted as Infidels by the pious 
of one century are frequently classed as saints by the pious oj a 
later generation. . 

What, then, is Christianity? As a system or scheme of doc
trine, Christianity may, I submit, not unfairly be gathered from 
the Old and New Testaments. It is true that some Christians 
to-day desire to escape from submission to part, at any rate, of the 
Old Testament; but this very tendency seems to me to be part 
of the result of the beneficial heresy for which I am pleading. 
l\'lan's humanity has revolted against Old Testament barbarism, 
and, therefore, he has attempted to dissociate the Old Testament 
from Christianity. Unle~s Old and New Testaments are accepted 
as God's revelation to man, Christianity has no higher claim than 
any other of the world's many religions-if no such claim can be 
made out for it apart from the Bible. And though it is quite 
true that some who deem. themselves Christians put the Old 
Testament completely in the background, this. is, I allege, be
cause they are outgrowing their Christianity. Without the doc
~rine of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, Christianity as a religion 
IS nau~ht; but unless the story of Adam's fall is accepted, the re
demptlOn from the consequences of that fall cannot be believed. 
Both in Great Britain and in the United States the Old and New 
Testaments are forced upon the people as part of Christianity, 
for it is blasphemy at common law to deny the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments to be of divine authority, and such de.,. 
nial is punishable with fine and imprisonment, or even worse. 
The rejection of Christianity intended throughout this paper is, 
therefore, the rejection of the Old and New Testaments as being 
of divine revelation. It is the rejection alike of the authorized 
teachings of the Church of Rome and of the Church of England, 
as these may be found in the Bible; the creeds, the encyclicals, 
the prayer-book. the canons, and the homilies of either or both 
of these churches. It is the rejection of the Christianity of Luther, 
of Calvin, and of \Ves1ey. . 

A ground frequently taken by Christian theologians is that the 
progress and civilization of the world are due to Christianity, and 
the di£cussion is complicated by the fact that many eminent 
servants of humanity have been nominal Christians of one or 
other of the se'cts. My allegation will be that the special service 
rendered to human progress by these exceptional men has not 
been in consequence of· their adhesion to Christianity, but in 
spite of it; and that the specific points of advantage to human 
kind have been in ratio of their direct opposition to precise Bib
lical enactments. Take one clear gain to humanity consequent 
on unbelief-i. e., the abolition of slavery in some countries, the 
abolition of the slave trade in -most civilized countries, and 
the tendency to its total abolition. I am unaware of any religion 
in the world which in the past forbade slavery. The professors 
of Christianity for ages supported it; the Old Testament re
peatedly sanctioned it by special laws; the New Testament has 
no repealing declaration. Though we are at the close of the 
nineteenth century of the Christian era, it is only during the past 
three-quarters of a century that the battle for freedom has been 
gradually won. It is scarcely a quarter of a century since the 
famous emancipation amendment was carried to the United 
States Constitution; and it is impossible for any well-informed 
Christian to deny that the abolition movement in North America 
was most steadily and bitterly opposed by the religious bodies in 
the various states. Henry \Vilson, in his" Rise and Fall of the 
Sla.ve-Power in America;" Samuel J. May, in his" Recollections 
of the Anti-Slavery Conflict," and J. Greenleaf Whittier, in his 
poems, alike are witnesses that the Bible and pulpit, the church 
and its great influence, were used against abolition and in favor 
of the slave-owner. I know that Christians in the present day 
often declare that Christianity had a large share in bringing 
about the abolition of slavery, and this because men professing 
Christianity were Abolitionists. I plead· that those so-called 
Christian Abolitionists were men and women whose humanity
recognizing freedom for all-was, in this, in direct conflict with 
Christianity. It is not yet fifty years since the European Christi3;n 
Powers jointly agreed to abolish the. slave trade. What of the 
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effect of Christianity on these Powers in the centuries which had 
preceded? The heretiti· Condorcet pleaded powerfully for free
dom, while Chri?tian France was still slave-holding. For many 
centuries Christian Spain and Christian Portugal held slaves. 
Porto Rico freedom is not of long date, and Cuban emancipation 
is even yet newer. It was a Christian king, Charles V., and a 
Christian friar, who founded in Spanish America the slave-trade 
between the Old \Vorld and the New. For some 1,800 years almost 
all Christians kept slaves, bought slaves, bred slaves, sold slaves, 
stole slaves. Pious Bristol and godly Liverpool, less than one 
hundred years ago, openly grew rich on the traffic. During the 
ninth century Greek Christians sold slaves to the Saracens. In the 
eleventh century prostitutes were publicly sold in Rome as slaves, 
and the profit went to the church. 

It.is said that William Wilberforce was a Christian, but, at any 
rate, his Christianity was strongly diluted with unbelief. As an 
Abolitionist, he did not believe Leviticus xxv, 44-46; he must 
have rejected Exodus xxi, 2-6; he could not have accepted the 
many permissions and injunctions by the Bible deity. to his 
chosen people to capture and hold slaves. In the House of 
Commons on the 18th of February, 1796, Wilberforce reminded 
that Christian assembly that Infidel and anarchic France had 
given liberty to the Africans,' whilst Christian and monarchic 
England was "obstinately continuing a system of cruelty and in
justice." Wilberforce, whilst advocating the abolition of slavery" 
found the whole influence of the English court and the great 
weight of the Episcopal bench against him. George IlL, a most' 
Christian king, regarded abolition theories with abhorrence, and 
the Christian House of Lords was utterly opposed to granting . 
freedom to the slave. When Christian missionaries, some sixty-
1\vo years ago, preached to Demerara negroes under the rule of 
Christian England, they were treated by Christian judges, hold
ing commission from Christian England, as criminals. for so 
preaching. A Christian commissioned officer, member of the 
Established Church of England, signed the auction notices for 
the sale of slaves as late' as the year 1824. In the evidence be
fore a Christian court-martial -a missionary is charged with ha v
iug tended to make the negroes dissatisfied with their condition 
as slaves, and with having promoted discontent and dissatisfaction 
among the slaves against their lawful masters. For this the 
Christian judges sentenced the Demerara Abolitionist missionary 
to be hanged by the neck till he was dead. The judges belonged 
to the Established Church; the missionary was a Methodist. In 
this the Church-of-England Christians in Demerara were no 
worse than Christians of other sects. Their Roman Catholic 
Christian brethren in St. Domingo fiercely attacked the Jesuits as 
criminals, because they treated the negroes as though they were 
men and women, in encouraging "two slaves to separate their 
interest and 'safety form that of the gang," whilst orthodox Chris
tians let them couple promiscuously and breed for the bene~t of 
the owners, like any other of their plantation cattle. In 1823 the 
Royal Gazette (Christian) of Demerara said: "We shall not suf
fer you to enlighten our slaves, who are by law our property, till 
you can demonstrate that, when they are made religious and 
knowing, they will continue to be our slaves." 

,\Vhen \Villiam Lloyd Garrison, the pure-minded and most 
earnest Abolitionist, delivered his first antislavery address in 
Boston, Massachusetts, the only building he could obtain in 
which to speak was the Infidel hall owned by Abner Kneeland, 
the" Infidel" editor of the Boston Investigator, who had been 
sent to jail for blasphemy. All the Christian sects had, in turn, 
refused Mr. Lloyd Garrison the use of the buildings they severally 
controlled. Lloyd Garrison told me himself how honored 
deacons ofa Christian church joined in an actual attempt to hang 
him. \Vhen abolition was advocated in the United .States in 
1790; the representative from South Carolina was able to plead 
that the Southern clergy "did not condemn either slavery or the
slave-trade," and Mr. Jackson, the repretentative from Georgia, 
pleaded that" from Genesis to Revelation" the current was favor
able to slavery. Elias Hicks, the brave Abolitionist Quaker was 
denounced as an Atheist~ and less than twenty years ago a Hicks
ite Quaker was expelled from one of the Southern American' . 
legislatures because of the reputed irreligion of these Abolition
ist "Friends.": When the Fugitive-Slave law was' under discus

sion in North America, large numbers of clergymen, of nearly 
every denomination, were found ready to defend this infamous 
act. Samuel James May. the famous Abolitionist, was driven 
from the pulpit as irreligious, solely because of his' attacks on· 
slave-holding. Northern clergymen tried to induce "silver
tongued" Wendell Phillips to abandon his advocacy of abolition. 
Southern pulpits rang with praises for the murderous attack on 
Charles'S~~ner. The slayers of Elijah Lovejoy \vere highly
reputed Chnstian men. . 

Guizot, notwithstanding that he tries to claim that the church 
exerted its influence to restrain slavery, says ( "European Civili
zation," Vol. I., p. 110): 

"It has often b~en repeated that the abolition of slavery among 
modern people is entir~ly due to Christians. That, I think, is saying 
too much. Slavery existed for a long period in the heart of Christian 
society, without its being particularly astonished or irritated. A multi
t':l~e. of ~auses, and a great development in other ideas and principles of 
ciVIlIzatlOn, were necessary for the abolition of this iniquity of all in
iquities." -. . 

And my contention is that this" development in other ideas 
and principles 'Of civilization" was long retarded by governments 
in which the Christian church was dominant. The men who 
advocated liberty were imprisioned, racked, and burned, so long 
as the church was strong enough to be merciless; The Rev. 
Francis Minton, Rector of Middlewich, in his recent earnest 
volume on . the struggles of .labor, admits that "a few centuries 
ago slavery was acknowledged throughout Christendom to have 
the divine sanction. . . Neither the exact cause not the pre
cise time of the decline of the belief in the righteousness of 
slavery can be defined. It was, doubtless, due to a combination 
of causes, one probably being as indirect as the recognition of 
the greater economy of free labor. With the decline of the be
lief, the abolition of slavery took place." The institution of 
slavery was actually existent in Christian Scotlan.d in the seven
teenth century, where the white coal-workers and salt-workers of 
East Lothian were chattels, as were their negro brethren in the 
Southern States thirty years since, and "\\;ent to those who suc
ceeded to the property· of the works, and they could be sold, 
bartered, or pawned." There is, says J. M. Robertson, "no 
trace that the Protestant clergy of Scotland ever raised a voice 
against the slavery which grew up before their eyes. And it was 
not until 1 799, after Republican and irreliO'iaus France had set 
the example, that it was legally abolished." b 

(70 De Co!Zcluded.) 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. if 

No~hing, perhaps, shows so plainly as the history of Christianity 
how httle theory and practice harmonize in human life' how 
little pains is taken, even by those whose calling it is to uphold 
established doctrines, to apply their natural consequences to prac
tical life. The Christian religion, no doubt .m; well as the Buddh
ist, when stripped of all dogmatic and f;bulous nonsense con
t~ins an ad~~rable hu~an ~ernel, and precisely .that huma~ por
tIOn of ChnstIan teachmg-m the best sense social-democratic
which preaches the equality of all men before God, the loving of 
your. neighbor as yourself, love in general in the noblest sense a 
f:llow-feeling with the P?or and wretc~e.d, and so forth--pre
cIsely those truly human SIdes of the Chnstlan doctrine are so nat
ural, so noble, ~o pure, that we unhesitatingly adopt them into 
the. m~ral.doctnne of ~ur mo~istic natural religion. Nay, the 
SOCIal mstmcts of the hIgher ammals on which we found this re
ligion (for instance, the marvelous senseof duty of ants etc.) are 
in this best bense strictly Christian. ,. , 
A~d what-,~'e. m~f ask-:-wh~t . have the professed supporters, 

the learned dl \'mes, of thIS relIgIOn of love done? Their deeds 
are written in letters of blood. in the history of the civilization of 
~:m~ind during th: l.ast eighteen hundred years. All else that 
dIffenng church-rehglOns have accomplished for the forcible ex
tension of their doctrines and for the extirpation of heretics of 
other creeds, all that the Jews have been guilty of towards the 
heathen, the Roman em perors towards the Christians, the Mo

*From "Freedom in Science and Te:lching," by Earnst Haecker:: 
Humboldt Library, No. 105. 
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hammedans towards Christians and Jews alike-:.tll this is out
done by the hecatombs of human victims which Christianity has 
demanded for the spread of her doctrines. And these were 
Christians against Christians-orthodox Christians against hetero
dox Christians! Think only of the Inquisition in the Middle 
Ages, of the inconceivable and inhuman barbarities committed 
by the" most Christian kings" of Spain, by their worthy colleagues 
in Frankfort, in Italy, and elsewhere. Hundreds of thousands 
then died that most horrible death by fire, simply because they 
would not bend their reason to pass under the yoke of the gross
est superstition, .and because their loyalty to their convictions for
bade them to deny the natural truth that they clearly discerned. 
There are no deeds more hideous, base, and inhuman than those 
that:;].t that time were committed-nav, are still committed-in 
the name and on account of "true Christianity." 

And finally, how do matters stand with regard to the morality 
of the priests who announce themselves as the ministers of God's 
\Vord, and whose duty is therefore above all others to carry out 
the saving doctrines of Christianity in their own lives? The long, 
unbroken, and horrible series of crimes of every kind which is 
offered by the history of the Roman popes is the best answer to 
this question.' And just as these "vicars of God on earth" did, so 
did their subordinates and accomplices, so, too, have the orthodox 
priests of the other sects done; never failing to set the practice of 
their own course of life in the strongest poss:ble contrast to those 
noble doctrines of Christian love which were constantly on their 
lips. 

The Shipman's Tale. 
Listen, my masters! I speak naught but truth. 
From dawn to dawn they drifted on and on, 
Not knowing whither nor to what dark end. 
Now the North froze them, now the hot South scorched: 
Some called to God, and found great comfort so; 
Some gnashed their teeth with curses, and some laughed 
An empty laughter, seeing they yet lived, 
So sweet was breath between their foolish_ lips. 
Day after day the same relentless sun, 
Night after night the same unpitying stars. 
At intervals fierce lightnings tore the clouds, 
Showing vast hollow spaces, and the sleet 
Hissed, and the torrents of the sky were loosed. 
From time to time a hand relaxed its grip, . 
And some pale wretch slid down into the dark 
With stifled moan, and transient horror seized 
The rest who waited, knowing what must be. 
At every turn strange shapes reached up and clutched 
The whirling wreck, held on awhile, and then 
Slipt back into that blackness whence they came. 
Ah! hapless folk, to be so tost and torn, 
So racked by hunger, fever, fire and wave, 
And swept at last into the nameless void-
Frail girls, strong men, and mothers with their babes! 
And were none saved? 

My masters, not a soul! 
o shipman, woful, woful, is thy tale! 
Our hearts are heavy and our eyes are dimmed. 
What ship is this that suffered such ill fate? 
What ship, my masters? Know ye not?-The World! 

--"Thomas Bailey Aldrich, in Harper's Magazine for March•. 

CORRECTLY STATED. 

. It is a poor commentary on the intelligence of San Francisco 
people that the Mechanics' Pavilion should be crowded by thou
sands eager to listen to the talk of the revivalist mountebank, 
Sam Jones. This man's motives may be of the best, but his 
narrow-minded bigotry, his sectional prejudices, and his coarse 
language are a disgrace to the sacred profession to which he 
claims to belong. He surpassed himself yesterday in his abuse 
of Californians, his sweeping charges against San Francisco 
morality, and his bitter attacks on New England. His statement 
that Freethought in Boston had ended in free-love was as foul a 
lie as his statement that every other place in San Francisco was 
a saloon or an assignation house. San Francisco does not lay 
any great claim to superior virtue or morality, but it is free from 
the vices of cant, hypocrisy, and false-witness against its neighbors, 
of which Sam Jones convicts himself every time he opens his 
mouth.-Chloaicle. 
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A. D. Swan heads the list of last month's contributors with a 

life passage fee. Brother Swan is a studious reader and deep 
thinker, possessing ability also as a writer, and is brave enough 
to express his earnest convictions, even though unpalatable to 
some who, in his view, are too positive on matters purely specu
lative. Not regarding rashness of expression as the only demon
stratioI) of radical Liberalism, he believes a little more modesty 
would better become the philosophical inquirer. Severely prac;.. 
tical, his secular principles are therefore of the most robust order, 
for believing in our rights he takes pleasure in sustaining them. 
Brother Swan is a "promoter" of scientific inventions, and as a 
recent illustration of his status where best known, he had just 
thirty days to organize a company of $50,000 to manufacture a 
com bination lock for general purposes, requiring no key. Brother 
Swan has had a remarkably varied life and has been an exten
sive traveler. He takes great comfort with his violin. We im
agine that a couple of years ago friend Swan mistook the writer 
for a loud and aggressive advocate of violence and disorder. He 
has got over that. 

Capt. Robt. Davis is one of the benefactors of the Liberal 
cause. "One of the most generous meri I ever met," a friend 
informs me, and a man of culture. We are happy to learn that 
the work of the Union has won his confidence and support, and 
we hope he will yet have reason to be proud of his connection with 
the movement, to which we heartily welcome him. ,His letter 
says: "Inclosed find money order for $10, which please accept 
as a slight token of my appreciation of your recent and present 
labors in the cause of Freethought, as well as an encouragement 
to persevere in the good work." . 

R. F. Grigsby had just returned, full of enthusiasm, from the 
grand convention in San Francisco, when he wrote Brother Wett
stein for some jewelry, and considerately inclosed an X. Brother 
Grigsby rejoices over the wonderful results FREETHOUGHT has 
accomplished on the coast, and says" Samuel P. Putnam is agood, 
whole-souled worker, and is doing a grand work in waking up 
the people." 

Alliance is an important Liberal centre, and R. G. Smith, a 
thorough-going worker, is the man at the helm in that commu
nity. He forwards the amount pledged by their delegates at the 
last Congress, and reports the Union in splendid working order. 
At their Paine ball they had ninety-four couples, and a handsome 
surplus is now in the treasury. In one·set danced the venerable 
l\1rs. Rl.ily, a life-long Liberal of ninety years, her daughter, 
granddaughter, and great-granddaughter. Quite a unique quar-: 
tette. Brother Smith is now busily engaged in defending Paine's 
memory in the local press. A/fez Alliance I . 

Reuben Wright, secretary, forwards $10 for MoHala Secular 
Union, in far-off Oregon;' This band of brothers was the first 
to respond to my appeal for funds after accepting the secretary:-. 
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"hip, and consequently i hold it in grateful remembrance. -Their 
secretary hopes the good cause may be pushed forward as far in 
the present year as it was in the past." We'll try. Reuben is 
"all right" on secular matters. , 

, G. H. Hauschild is the worthy h03t of the Herman H03se, at 
Victoria, Texas, and we sincerely hope his gener03ity to the 
Union will be the means of his making many valued friends 
among the Secularists of the South. His can be a pleasant
"propaganda by deed." / 

Mrs. OIds, one of our lady vice-presidents, is a ceaseless worker 
for the Secular cause, and a most generous helper. She sent me 

,$5, which I think was to be credited to others, but having mis
'laid the letter cannot give credit where she desired it. Mrs. Oids 
has our hearty thanks, and we have the money. 

Clarence Hensley is waking up his community in Colorado, 
,'and organized the Pine River Secular Union. Bravo Hensley. 
"jNqW, Denver next? . 
: Brother Greenhill, a life-member, did not forget the Union 
(on account of his foreign tour, and before reaching home left a 
r donation. As he is quite an astonomer let him find out whether 
:Taurus is not the solar biological sign of Senator Blair amI 
: whether the H Bull" is on the ascending or descending node. 

F. H. Nichols forwards an annual membership, and sends for 
some of the pamphlets of Judge "Vaite. 

Brotl~er Zimmer desires to be enrolled among those who com
, prehend the' baneful influence of our time, and are working to 
\ remedy this state of things.. ' 
I. The only one of those who forwarded their donation to theITruth Seeker, I am acquainted with, is Mrs. Reicherter, of Valley 
j Falls, Kansas, a most energetic and intelligent worker in the 
\ Freethought vineyard. To the rest of the friends we tender our 
, sincere thanks. E. A. STEVENS. 

MISSIONARIES NOT WANTED. 

The following is from the Choya Shimbun, a Japanese news
'-paper: . 
• The Christian people of Europe and Amer,ica seem to hold 
,the silly idea that there is nothing so perfect and free from blem
ish as Christianity, and that all other creeds ar~ absurd and 
heretical. They believe Christianity to have been mainly instru
mental in elevating mankind to the present pinnacle of civiliza
tion, and that its aid is all that is required to lift any people, from 
the deepest mire of barbarism to the same dizz), height. They 

\ despatch missionaries at great expense to all parts of the world, 
, with the idea that this will insure them special favors from the 

Ij Almighty in a future life, and also with the benevolent intention 
of enabling others to enjoy similar benefits. In this respect their 

; unselfishness is a most laudable quality, and compares very
l favorably \\-ith their usual proneness to the worship of self-in
I terest. But this subject calls for thorough discussion, not for 
l' mere superficial treatment. It may not seem that this country 
! can suffer loss, however numerous may be our missionary 
I visitors, but the matter is not merely one of profit or loss. The 
f question of honor is also concerned. European and American 
; missionaries are sent here because a belief is entertained that 
l Japan is a miserable, uncivilized region, still under the baneful 

\ influence of paganism; and in welcoming the missionaries with 


gratitude our countrymen undoubtedly encourage this idea. 

l Could any· more insulting estimate be formed of Japan? Could 

l anything be imagined more despicable than such servility on the 


part of Japanese? Would they accept from a foreign power, a, 
i sum of money in commiseration of their poverty-stricken condi::'· 
! tion? The sending of missioIlaries to this country is but slightly 
t different, and yet they are accepted without shame! If the 
; Japanese do not make some return for this kindness, they are 
~ ungrateful; if they do, then the interests of this empire come 
, into the question. However' viewed, the dilemma is a difficult 
f one. Some say that if we accept Christianity, the adherents of 
i that religion in Europe anj America will reward us byestablish

ing schools and hospitals here, and in other ways conferring 
benefits on us. But, surely Japan is not so poor that she is un
able to attend to her own educational and sanitary affairs. ,If 

.anyone doubts that the sending of missionaries to this country 

is a -flagrant insult to it, let him imagine the result if the German 
people were to send missionaries to England, France, or the 
United States. Their presence would certainly not be tolerated. 
In the very nature of thing.:;, therefore, missionaries are essen
tially despatched by civilized to uncivilized nations. We do not 
advocate the rejection of the missionaries; we understand and 
appreciate the kind intentions of our European and American 
Christian friends, but we hope that while rendering such ap-· 
preciation the Japanese will not forget what is due to the honor 
and interests of their country. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Put~am's lectures as at present 
determined; 

San Jacinto and vicinity, March 24, Los Angeles, April 21, 

25, 26, 27; Norwalk, April 23, 24, 
San Diego, March 31, Anaheim, April 25, 26, 
San Pasqual, April 2, 3, 4. Santa Ana, April 28, 
San Diego, April 7, Oleander and vicinity, May 1,2, 3, 
National City; April 8, 9, 10, San Francisco, :May 5, 
San Di.?go, April '4, Boulder Creek, May 7. 8, 9~ 
Pomona, April 16, 17, 18, San Fr'isco, vicinity, May 12, 19,26. 

Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Gruu Gulch, and vicinity the 
first week in June. About the middle of June he \\'ill begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 
Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coos 
county, Or. 

Those desiring lectures will please write at thelr earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

AN UNRELIABLE HISTORIAN. 

Ever since last summer the religious press has been circulat
ing a story purporting to be an account of a meeting between 
Colonel Ingersoll and Jo Cook at a summer hotel. The story 
as given by the religious editors is an absolute falsehood, but it 
has Cook's indorsement, and enables us therefore to measure 
that fellow's regard for truth. This is the latest shape the travel
er's tale has taken: 

A statement is in the papers to the effect that Joseph Cook and Robert 
G. Ingersoll recently met at a hotel near Lake George, and that the 
latter .use.d profane and indecent language. Particulars are given, and 
there IS lIttle room to doubt, the substantial accuracy of the report, and 
the world thus sees a side of this blasphemer's character which is not 
often on exhibition. He is evidently capable of using the most ungentle
manly and brutal language. He even threatened Mr. Cook in these 
words: "You are a--liar and a dirty dog, and I have a half a mind to 
give you a licking." Mr. Cook stepped up to him at once and said: 
"You will never have a better chance than now. Put your fingers on 
me and I will hav you arrested in three minutes." The coarse Infidel 
then slunk away, still muttering vulgar and profane words.-New York 
Advocate. ' 

, When we read the above, we clipped'it and sent it to Mr. Cook to 
know the truth of the statement; to which we received the followmgTe
ply: "Entirely correct. The quotation of Ingersoll's is only one small 
part. You are safe in using it (this extract).-W. J. SUEILJDAY, secre
tary to Joseph Cook." , 

As the st~ry is given here by the Advocate it is a lie pure and 
simple, and Cook in indorsing it makes himself a liar without 
mitigating circumstances. In the Truth Seeker of October 27, 
1888, we printed the truthful version of the incident upon which 
Cook bases his lie. Cook had been trying to meet Colonel 
In~ersol1, and at last found. a gentleman-.he hotel manager, we 
beheve-who offered to mtroduce him. When the two ap
proached Colonel Ingersoll, the latter turned awav and said he 
did not desire to know lVIr. Cook. Thereupon Joseph bellowed 
out in his coarse manner that as Colonel Ingersoll had been so 
badly defeated by lVIr. Gladstone, he probably felt sore toward 
Christians. Colonel Ingersoll paused long enough to ~ay that 
that was not the reason, but that he declined to know l\'Ir. Cook 
because that individual was a liar. One witness of the meeting 
reports that the colonel added, "and a coward." He then 
walked away, leaving Cook very much embarrassed. 

That is all, there is to the story. Neither party uttered an 
oath, and no further conversation ensued. In indorsing the 

http:gentleman-.he
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Advocate's account as "entirely correct," Cook has revealed his fact that he was in his "place in the Senate during its se::;::.ion 
own dishonesty. His word cannot be taken, and his indecency March 3, and in a lull in the business proceedings presented 
of statement is very good evidence that Colonel Ingersoll was another petition in favor of his Religious Amendment bill. Sun
quite right in declining to permit him to be introduced.-The day must be observej by everybody, if its advocates have to work 
Truth Seeker. . all day Sunday to .accomplish their object.-Ex. 

ITEMS WRITTEN WITH THE SCISSORS. 

"I have been in a country," said a Nebraska preacher,"" where 
the h1.nd of man has never set foot."-Exchange. " 

A BRONZE ttatue to Rousseau has been erected on the Place du 
Pantheon, Paris. An elegy on the au~hor of "Emile" was pro
nounced by M. Jules Simon. . 

ACCORDING to an estimate given at the opening of a Jewish 
Young Man's Club in Glasgow, the number of Jews in the world 
is about 6,000,000. . 

MINISTER (from the pulpit)-"As the air of the church seems 
chilly, I would ask the sexton if he will kindly close the front 
doors and windows of the building. The collection will now be 
taken up."-Harper's Bazar. 

EDITOR (to gentleman just arrived)-" We don't want any 
pJetry." Gentleman-"No?" Editor-"Nor prose." Gentle
man-"No?" Editor-"Nor blank verse." Gentleman-"How 
would a $2 bill suit you for a year's subscription in advance?" 
Editor-"Why, 1!1y dear sir, why didn't you say so at first?" (To 
office boy) James, give the gentleman a couple of chairs and" H 

the floor to spit on." 

A KE:'."TUCKY gentleman, who recently came to \Vashino-ton to 
comult with his member of Congress about an office under the 
new administration, was asked yesterday by a gentleman from 
Boston whether it is really· true that the people of Kentucky are 
so very bibulous. "Bibulous!" said the Kentuckian. "Bibulous 
h-ll! I don't reckon you could find a dozen Bibles in the whole 
state." - Washingto.n Post. 

A CERTAIN politician holding office now in \Vashington comes 
from Gilead,--, and he is proud of his native town. It is told 
of him that on one occasion a visiting clergyman preached in the 
village church, and during the course of his remarks, he ex
claimed: "Is there no balm in Gilead?" Mr. Blank jumped to 
his feet at once. " Of course there is," he sung out, to the hor
ror of the congregation, "but you can't get it on Sunday."
\Vashington Critic. 

FIFTEEN years ago, Berlin had but 800)000 inhabitants, and 
church accommodations for only 25,000 persons. Since that 
time the population has doubled, and yet but one church has 
been built. In one district of the city, there is but one church 
to every 70,000 people, and in another, there is but one church 
to 140,000 people. And :;tlthdbgh each of these churches has a . 
pastor, with several assistants, the deficiency in the pastoral pro
vision and care of the people is correspondingly great. This 
state of affairs the Lutheran Observer attributes to general Sun
day de5ecration. 

I HEAR a rattling good story that occurred in one of the best 
known hat establishments of this city. Enter a well-known man
about-town, who hands his hat to an attendant to be ironed. 
While standing bareheaded at the counter, in comes Bishop Pot
ter. The latter, mistaking the club-man for one of the shop
walkers, gives him his hat, with the inquiry: "Have you a hat 
like this?" The club-man in the coolest possible manner takes 
the hat, turnS' it over, examines it closely, looks at it inside and 
out; then in slow and measured tones remarks: "No, I have 
not," and he adds, reflectively, H if I had, I am d--d if I would 
wear it."-New York Truth. 

SENATOR BLAIR doesn't want government employees to be re
quired to work on Sunday, and he is a very active worker for the 
passage of a law which will make it a misdemeanor for anybody 
to work on that day. But he evidently knows that where no law 
is there is no transgression, and so until his bill become3 a law 
he is free to use Sunday for business. This is shown by the 

THE Christian Statesman of January 24, 1889, says that Free 
Masonry always boasts of its "his~orical descent from the Eleu
sinian mysteries and the sun-worship of ancient times." \Vill 
the Statesman kindly inform the public where Sunday laws, 
which it so much favors, came from, except from the sun-worship 
of ancient times? Does not the Statesman know that the first 
Sunday law th~tever was1 was to enforce the observance of "the 
venerable day of the sun," and that it was issued by a downright 
sun-worshiper? If it does not know this, or does not believe. it, 
will it please tell us what other historical descent Sunday laws 
have than from the sun-worship of ancient times?-American 
Sentinel. , 

NOTWITHSTANDING repeated denials, the Christians are still circu~ 
lating the story that Colonel Ingersoll's daughter Eva visited the 
Catholic cathedral, and was so impressed with its magnificence 
that she at once became a Chr~stian. After circulating for fif
teen or sixteen hundred years a gospel which is entirely false, 
we cannot be surprised that the lovers of the Christian religion 
should push along a little lie like this, but it is surprising that 
any Freethinker should hear "with half-believing ear this slander 
of a foe," and think a denial necessary. Liberals should have 
more confidence in each other's integrity of purpose and mind, 
and e::-pecially should yarns about Colonel Ingersoll and his fam
ily be taken with a la~ge amount of salt. It is safe to deny 
instantly and point-blank any story to their discredit, from what
ever source it may emanate.-The Truth Seeker. 

FIVE weeks more and three men must stand at the bar of the 
United S~ates Court in Topeka and fight for their liberty because 
a paper, with which they were then more or less directly con
nected, nearly three years ago, contained a letter from a corre
spondent, a letter in which the correspondent told of a most hor
rible case of rape, and vigorously denounced the foul wrong. 
And this is America in I889! Suppose these innocent men are 
fined, imprisoned, their business destroyed, their mothers, com
panio'ns, children, heart-wrung-what then? What cares this 
mighty government, with right hand strong to torture the man of 
thought and humanity, with left hand weak in the defense of the 
oppressed, and the restraint of the ruthless wrong-doer? \Vhat 
care those who sit in the seats of power? What care the in
quisitors who live, vampire-like, upon the blood of their vic
tims? Who dare" expect justice in this age ?-Fair Play, Valley 
Falls, Kansas. 

THE house where Paine was born has been in my memory en
tirely renovated, the front having been cased with white bricks, 
and a vinery erected at the back. Early in the year 1888 the 
whole was razed to the ground, and the site is now occupied by a 
shrubbery, inclosed with iron palisading, and entered by a pair 
of iron gates, leading to a gentleman's house recently built. The 
shrubbery ,vould afford to the admirers of Paine an excellent site 
for the erection of a lasting monument to the memory of the 
great man. At present the pious inhabitants of Thetford would 
scout the idea as a flagrant impropriety; but perhaps a future 
generation may some day see fit to do him justice. The school 
where he was educated still remains upon the old foundations, 
and during the last ten years has undergone complete renova
tion. And after more than twenty years misappropriation of the 
funds, a new scheme was established, under which there appear 
some signs of prosperity. About thirty scholars are now being 
educated. As to Paine's ex-military teacher Knowles, I can give 
no information, further than that he was the appointed teacher at 
that time. Nor can I give any information as to his mother, 
Frances Cocke, who is said to be the daughter of a solicitor of 
that name. No,trace of such a family remains.-S. OLDMAN, 
Thetford, Eng., in the National Reformer. 

THE" Story of an African Farm" may be ordered from this 
office. Price z5 cents. 
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THE BIBLE IN PAVOR OP DEBATE. 

Ill. 

I think it was the Rev. Dr. Buck, author of II Buck's Theolog
icll Dictionary," who said, " the divine writings, mfny of them, 
are controversial, the Book of Job, and Paul's Epistles especially. 
The ministry of our Lord was a perp~tual controversy, and the 
apostles came at the truth by much disputing." This is the lan
guage of a Christian scholar. When we turn to the New Testa
ment we find his declaration well sustained. Paul was one of the 
greatest'debaters of his time. It is said of him (Acts ix, 29) 
that he "spoke boldly in t~e name of the Lord Jesus." . 

Still, there are some, having entertained the opinion that the 
Bible does not encourage debate, an opinion which they prob
ably obtain from listening to teachers who ought to have fitudied 
the subject better, and misled the people less, who will maintain 
that the clergyman in his pulpit speaks "boldly," like Paul, "in 
the mime of the Lord Jesus," and that is probably what is meant 
bv the writer of Acts in Paul's case, preaching sermons, not en
g;ging in disputation. But this will not avail; for in the same 
text it is said, "Paul disputed against the Grecians," even when 
he knew "they went about to slay him." He was ready for dis
putation at the risk of his life. Free speech has become more 
widespread since that time, and, in this country a1: least, a man or 
woman can dispute against the popular religion without much 
risk of the death penalty. 

In his arguments Paul did not always have his audience in his 
fa\'or; frequently against him, it would seem. Speaking of his 
opponent, "Alexander the coppersmith," he told Timothy "he 
hath greatly withstood our words" (2 Tim. iv, (5). . 

To show that he had a regular debate, speech-about, I quote 
the next verses, where Paul says, "At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men forsook _me." "Notwithstanding 
(and every religious teacher should take special notice of this) the 
Lord stood with me. and strengthened me." 

The smiths were naturally enough opposed to Paul-their 
business was liable to be overthrown, ruined, if Paul succeeded. 
Hence, by the very "law of self-preservation," a powerful instinct 
in man and beast, they assailed Paul. Their uppermost thought, 
seemingly, was not what is true, but what is dangerous! 
: ." Demetrius, a silversmith," was another of Paul's opponents. 
As related in Acts 19, "There arose no small stir about that 
way," "Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people;" 
an "uproar;" the smiths exclaiming, "Our craft is in danger;" 
(Acts xix, 27) a rush with Paul's traveling companions i~to a the
atre, "the whole city was filled with confusion;" the-debate went 
on; some "cried one thing and some another." They needed 
"Rules of Debate," and a board of moderators. The town
clerk made a speech, and a very sensible one it was. Read the 
nineteenth chapter of Acts. More orderly than that theatre
assembly are the debates of our time, thanks to the growing en
lightenment diffused by education, and scIence, and debate. 

An objection is sometimes made to debate, that it stir5 up the 
people. 

Let us always admit the truth, when it is seen. This is true. 
But anything almost is better than "intell~ctual death," as'Tyn
dali uniquely expresses it. This profound thinker and scientist 
f luther remarked, "A thinking being ought to scorn such base 
repose." .. 

The early disciples never hesitated to oppose the popular re
ligion of their day through fear that the sea of ignorance would 
be lashed into a foam by the winds of controversy. Paul's 
religious opponents also "stirred up the people" (Acts xvii, 
13). And his associates were charged with having "turned the 
world upside down" (Acts xvii, 6). . 
, To the credit of the Jews it appears that Paul was allowed to 
speak in their synagogues, and he "reasoned with them out of 
the scriptures" (Acts 17, 2). When he visited Ephesus" he 
went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the spate of three 
rn onths, disputing, and persuading the things concerning the 
kingdom of God." "Disputing daily in the school of one Ty
rannus. And this continued by the space of two years" (Acts 
xix, viii; 9, 10). . . 

Why should not all the Christian churches be as .free as those 

synagogues? \Vhy should not their doors be thrown wide open 
to debate ? Would the truth suffer? 

I cheerfully acknowledge that. in a few instances, I have been 
invited to debate in churches-Congregational. Baptist, Disciple, 
Universalist, Methodist, Presbyterian. I bear my Christian oppo
'nents no ill-will because they do not think as I think. I respect 
an honest, earnest Christian who antagonizes my Freethought; 
but I do like to have him do so openly, manfully. If the time 
ever comes when I can see that Christianity has the truth, I will 

- work for it. . But my conviclion is the other way. Twice in my 
life-time, I have, through debate, modified my views, and hope 
to never live long enuugh to be ashamed to change a false opinion 
for the truth. It was not weaknes:) in Paul to change his religion. 
It is weakness to embrace a weak doctrine in early youth and 
cling to it all through life. 

This same Paul said, "We can do nothing against the truth." 
If, therefore, you say that truth will be injured by deb3.te you set 
yourself in direct opposition to the Bible. 

I want to take away the last prop of an objection against debat
ing even in synagogues and churches. It is this: when Paul "rea
soned with them" it was the same as the clergyman does who 
reasons with his congregation in the form of a sermon,not by 
disputing or debating. I will kill the objection at once, "There
fore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the 
devout persons" (Acts xvii, 17). He did not confine his efforts 
to synagogues; but disputed in the market daily with them that 
met with him." In the Thes:salonica synagogue he reasoned with 
the Jews "three Sabbath days" (Acts xvii, I, 2). "Certain phi
10sopherF. of the Epicureans, and of the Stoics, encountered him" 
iIi his daily market-place debates. According to the report, his 
opponent employed very wea1{ arguments; for, calling a man a 
"babbler," as some did Paul; "a setter forth of strange gods," 
was no answer to anything he said. "Some mocked." Such 
argument lacks logic. Olhers charged him with being guilty of 
"new doctrine," a weighty objection with the superficial; "thou 
bringest certain strange things to our ears." .' Paul kept right on, 

. from city to city, "and he reasoned in the synagogue every Sab
bath, and persuaded the "Jews and the Greeks" (Acts xviii, 4). 
Debate, then, does change people's views. He persuaded some. 
Those who said, "\Ve will hear thee again on this matter" (Acts 
xvii, 32) exhibited a truth-seeking disposition; and as a further 
result of the debate, "certain men clave unto him, and believed." 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

PROFESSOR HUXLEY has written a racy reply to certain criticisms 
of Agnosticism made at the Church Congress of 1888, and to a re
cent deliverance by FrederiC Harrison, who attempts to prophesy 
on this subject. The article contains an account of how the 
name Agnostic originated, and explains why Agnosticism, as Pro
fessor Huxley conceives it, can not have a creed. It will be pub
lished in the April "Popular Science Monthly.'" 

The Rev. George Charney. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
A clipping which appeared in your columns relative to George Chainey 

served to illustrate some of the peculiarities of human nature. The 
changes and conditions through which Chainey has passed are as numer
ous as they are remarkable; and now we behold him again at the foot of 
the cross with the eye of faith fixed upon the throne of grace. Once 
more the imaginary joys of an orthodox heaven give peace to his soul, 
and his troubled spirit finds rest in the bosom of the church, where duubt 
is discouraged because of the comfort derived from a faith that has no 
connection with facts. Hope has been characterized by Ingersoll as an 
inveterate liar; and blind faith, which is simply a pleasant delusion, is 
cherished by many with the same tenacity with which a man clings to 
hope when under sentence of death. A man with Chainey's emotional 
nature, and his weakness for sympathy and approval, was never intended 
for an iconoclast or a rugged pioneer in the search for truth. His natural 
place is in the pulpit, back to which he has drifted after buffetting the 
waves of hardship and facing the storms of contention. There he can 
find pleasure, profit, and popularity, by dispensing the flowers of rhetoric 
and dealing out fancy, gilt-edged platitudes that mean nothing and offend 
nobody. It is the parson's legitimate province to please his hearers, and 
stren~thep their belief in accepted doctrines, regardless of science or of 
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truth; for the" dead calm of ignorance and faith" is what fills their souls 
with peace and makes life satisfactory. It is much easier to find success 
financially where one preaches to please instead of to reveal the truth; 
and as Chainey has never found such a sinecure as the pulpit during his 
mental mutations, it is not surprising if the law of necessity had some
thing to do with causing him to retrace his wandering steps; However, 
he has got back, and now let us hope that hetween the blessed consola
tion derived from faith in Christianity, and the afternoon pastoral visits, 
the unsatisfied yearnings of his soul may be fully ~nd completely relieved. 

Los Angeles, Cal. C. SEVERANCE. 

On the Trail. 

To tht Editors of Frathough!: 
We left Knight's Ferry, with its beautiful slo?es, orange groves, and 

deserted mines, and journeyed on over mountain and valley, by fine 
rancht::s and over wild stretches of waste and rocks, until we came to 
Chinese Camp, another old mining town on a hill, and consisting of 
quite a village, once evidently a thriving city, as there were many 'brick 
blocks and buildings and fine resiciences, the most of which now are de
serted and falling into ruins. We found, however, a finely-kept hotel 
and took dinner accordingly. ....Ve passed on through another old de
serted ruins of a once fine town, called Montezuma, and arrived at "Jim
town" after dark, and soon, being thoroughly tired out with the ride 
over these rough mountain roads, were snoring the bazoo of the rirrhteous 
dreaming uf what might have been if these "diggins" had only held ou't 
till our arrival, for this country has all been dug over, and left n~arly 
deserted. We found "Jimtown" very largely Catholic, and mostly a 
mass of ruins, that told of the" mighty past," when the search for gold 
was at its height. The town is finely located in a little valley all sur
rounded by green and rolling hills. Every foot of the valley has been 
dug over and over again, sifted and washed until the glittering ore has 
all been found. We arrived at Sonora, the county seat of Tuolumne 
county, in time to give a lecture at the M. E. church to a fair audience. 
Many members of the church were very badly shocked at our "awful" 
over and under dressed life-size-colored paintings showing humanity in
side and out, in health and disease; also, the big medicine man and 
Ashantee women and the gorrillas. Why, ,it was just awful to thus 
desecrate the "temple of the Lord" by turning it into a show. 

The next day being Sunday, only two dozen came to church for fear of 
those,"orful" things hanging on the wall, but I had the pe'rmit from the 
pastor to put them up and keep them there until I got through. I found 
the reverend gentleman a young man of 23, lately from Pennsylvania, and 
a very intelligent young man and well educated. He gave me the use of 
the church free, and did all he could to make my stay pleasant and re
munerative. By invitation from him, I occupi:!d the pulpit Sunday even
ing, in hi.; place, and gave my lecture, "The Evid~nces of Immortality, 
Whllt ar:! They, Scientifically Examined?" I think I never saw an au
dience so quiet and still for an hour, afraid, evidently, I was going to 
tear into pieces their idol of worship. I realized I was close to a slum
bering volcano, so' I was careful of the language I used, but I gave 
them evolution pure and unadulterated. 

After I was through, the pastor, who occupied the seat in the pulpit 
with m~, gave a short speech, praising very highly ,my humble effort, 
hoping the audience had been benefited as much as he had been by the 
lecture. I' gave only three lectures in Sonora, and passed on to pastures 
more green. Sonora is a place of 2,500 people, situated in a little nar
row valley, beautifully surrounded by the mountain,S. It has but one 
principal street, and that is very narrow and crooked, perhaps a mile 
long. Water is brought here some 70 miles for mining and family use. 
The soil here seems to be of a red formation, and looks like brick dust. 
There are holes here in all parts of the city running out into the hills, 
made to find gold. Here is located the famous Bonanza mine, called 
the richest mine in California, perhaps in the world. Out of this mine 
one day lately there was taken $85,000. One day while we remained 
they took out $30,000. In removing an old post or prop a short time 
'ago, $12,000 in crude gold was found under the post within an inch or 
two of the bottom of the post, and yet it had stood there many years. 
The gold is found mostly embedded in quartz rock, which is brought out 
of the mine and crushed in a mill. This famous mine is simply a tunnel 
running away under the mountain. Many millions have been taken out 
froin under these hills; and still there is more. I saw just as'many poor 

people in Sonora as' in' other towns. There are plenty of men that have 
been here thirty and forty years, that have worked for some one until 
they got some money, then lived on it while they mined for themselv-;!s, 
and have nothing yet. 

Most all ki~dsof fruits grow finely here. Everybody see~5 happy 
and contented, and all will swear that there is no place like California. 
It is very dry now; there has been very little rain for six weeks, but they 
had nearly a foot of snow a few weeks ago. I find, the climate and the 
atmosphere very much more agreeable than down in the valley or neal 
the coast. 

I met with one old man that claimed to be 110 years old; said h~ 
had been living here entirely alone for thirty-eight years, mining by 
spells all this time, but has never struck it rich yet. I thought of the 
verse, " Pity the sorrows of a ~or old man" whose trembling steps had 
borne him to the gold mines of California. D. C. SEYMOUR. ' 

Woman Suffrage. 
To tht Editors of Fruth0 ught : 

I had always supposed that Liberals were opposed to female suffrage. 
Looking over a back number of FRl:ETHOUGlIT, I was somewhat sur

prised to find an editorial remark, or, if I may be allowed the phrase, 
bit of abstract reasoning, which seemed to favor that crafty and insidious 
delusion. I have no desire to criticise or find fault with the chosen cause 
and policy of your paper, which accords with my view!>, except perhaps 
in this one instance. If an adverse opinion may be allowed, I desire to 
say that I believe any and all changes in governments should be ba~el 
upon experience, and not upon utopian schemes or abstract ideas. I be
lieve in accordance with the great charter of American liberty, that 
"all experience has shown that mankind are not disposed to change 
their e~isting forms of government for light and transient causes, or while 
existing are sufferable." I believe that womankind, especially American 
women, have no just or reasonable cause of complaint. I believe that a 
conspiracy exists, having for its object the establishment of church 
supremacy; and that frightful dangers are gathering around us, m:tch 
nearer than people generally care to believe. I can conceive of no 
danger so fatally threatening to the existence of our government as the 
enfranchisement of women. Female suffrage, whatever may be its claims 
or pretenses, means mischief-it means revolution-thorough and com
plete. It means that ~he elective sovereignty of the nation shall be con
trolled by the priesthood and the church. It means church supremacy, 
the union of church and state. The following may seem to illustrate 
some of my not altogether popular notions in the matter: ' 

'Tis said that once the women warlike grew, 

And all the males among their infants slew: 

Could vault astride, and curb the fiery steed: 

Could bend the bow, and swift the arrow speed. 

But now grown weak, the women of our land, 

To rule the strong, obey the priest's command. 

"The gods make mad all whom they would destroy," 

And for the task the weaker sex employ. 


Turlock, March 10, 1889. J. C. P. 

, He Loved Jesus. 
To tht Editors of Fruthought: 

Just opposite from the East Chicago police station, in Chicago, the~e 
were held, three years ago, Salvation Army meetings, for or to what 
purpose 1 do not know, or care, but wish to relate an incident that occurred. 

Among others who found" life everlasting" and did not know what to 
do with it, was an old Swede, a confirmed drunkard and vagrant. One 
evening at an experience meeting (a place where they show a lamentable 
lack of experience) he, among others, was called upon to tell of the 
priceless jewel he had found. He was no orator; his calling forbade 
that (it was calling at places where beer kegs were left and draining them 
of the sediment remaining), but what he lacked in oratorical powers a.nd 
rhetoric he made up for in volume of voice and earnestness. He 
harangued awhile in his own peculiar style, if not to the instruction of his 
audience,to their satisfaction. But he wound up with these inspired 
words: "I kaint talk so good English as some of yo's fellers; bnt I lnv 
Jesus better dan any God dam man on de Nort Side!" . 

MORRIS S. LINDEN." 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 

, Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK, 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who i.; an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 Jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-0l111ce 
Coin Silver 'Case, $PII, $12.5°_15.5°, and $J9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. Inbest op.::n-face, dust-proof filled Gold l.ase, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.5°; IS jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged bac1~, ,inside glass c~p, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra' fine engraved, $1 and $2 addItIOnal. Huntmg 
cases, Gold cap,7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO \VETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6.ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled G<;>ld, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-kArat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

.DIAl\i.ONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0, for $375. S:!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
- Jewelry of the latest designs. S~lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices or send better goods. 
-SUNDRIES. 

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 
" Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.6 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles . ·3 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 
" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. B,~st work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see back numbers of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BO-OK " RAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Soot

; ~ ,12~rtG:~,,~;.~r~ U~~:'~';i~~~ I;I~1 ::.tn::,':f~CJ ~.l(?~I;~:r:~CLt~e.I'~~ 
Ill," r'ut" lio:-i .. ty. 1t 1. nc , v , tit:II'U I II!:" a ,nd "t!I'Y In.''ructlve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.ar nnd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~I~e~~t!:u:~ blll: lI!iC;:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;dt ru~~, I 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation-of~'lIooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new meatH' by whICh tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physl<'iaus, clergymen, crit-t::H, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjec18 especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," will find it interestill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
ANEW, FE A TURE Just intr<?<luced, consists of a fir
l~ul ~bnrt•• inftvecolo guaranteed?"u~~ri~~~i ~f~~·~ft!r:J~:a~~ 
war phYlliologiCtlI book. ar:td rendering it Rltnin the mo~t ntrractive and-quick· 

selling AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ ~..ld mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler Writt:R: .. I 110111 the fir.;t silt books in two 
hours... Many agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. Sendlfor terms. • 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white ancJFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', DeuUII. M01tJ.hl". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print nnd ilInstrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PI1B. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\ew Jerk. 


Temperance and Proh ibitioil, THE INDEPENDENT PULPiT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, !II.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devuted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposell Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.5° per. annum by 

Cloth, 75 ets. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 
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A REGULAH EDUCATBD 
AND LEGALL'y QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the lUl-st succetis!ul (in 
~!.ec:alty) as his llractke w II 
surely prOIe. 'fhe 
treats all thof'e peculia" 
eaH(S of young and 
(I.ged men snch as 
weakn~~s. impotency, &0" 
sUltiug from illdescr.,t,oll ann 
ig!lOranCe of youth. 'I'hose who 
are ail.ng shouln send ten \10 
cents for his hook, 
Coungellor," setting forth 
external Applicatiull-

A PO!i!I'rIVE CIJRI': 

''I'he book is worth 
times its cost, ~nd sll/mld 
1eall Ly the YOllng for instrnc
til n and the affii.:ted fur relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ u~e<l. 'l'he bOJk spoken of sent sealed 


Address, DR. H. P. }<'«;LLO,rS. VINELAND NEW JEUSKY 

!Say where you saw this Advertisement. ' 


[From the Wallh:ngton Na'_·ional View,] 
l)r. FeU"ws. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 


se~vices to ~I! those. in .nced of a. kind, sympathet;c and 

skIllful phYSICian. HHlIiha.r advert·sement.s from unreliable 

practitioners have been assailed aud exposed hy the preSR 

but, Dr. Fellows, a specialbt, in hiS line. stands foremost 

in hi,S professiun, and the encomiums showered. Up)II him 

publ1?ly AS we!l ,as in private, are ilatterillg evidences of 

t~e hIgh apprec,atlOn and confidence hiS long alld conf'C en

~lOUs d'Vvo!ion to h Ii specialties in hi~ p of"ssion have so 

Justly meritetl for llim, and it is safe to tnlst him. 


A 'rcstinlolJinl. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0" Ang. 12,1888. 

. Du.~. P: FELT,OUs-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
!s workmg like a cbarm. lllm completely surprised the way
it acts upon tho organs. : Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is cOluing Qut all 
right. Yours res"ectfu!ly, J. R. 

REl\tARKs-The abovo is a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testimouials re<:eived from all parts of the United States. 
from young, mIddle-aged and elderly men, 81rtIering frvm 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a 'e now cured 
by DIY External Application. the greatest of all known 
remedies for this clagg of di~eases A s I a'" an out and-out 
Lih~ral I trust the Freethinkers df the Land_will ghe me 
theIr patronage, and not waste their timtl a:.tl money on 
Christian doetol'll. DR. FJ<:LLOWS. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin .............. : ...............$ 400 

1;) karat Gol!l, small size Badge Pin................... 200 

14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin .............. _.. . 2 75 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamon<] $5 600 
10 kamt Gold, I,arge BadgeTin................... : .. '3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, ~mall Charm (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain]....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch ehain ....... 5 (;0
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Dia~~;;d;' 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, f('t 80 that it ma.y be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilli' ncy 

Sent to any address, prel)aid. and gnarauteed a~< rel;re
seuted or mon"y refunded, address, 

r PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 

504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


B, P. TAYLOR & co., 
Manufillcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, A-ews, Hardware, Wrappillg 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Pap~r Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 

http:M01tJ.hl
http:lJVl'u.ar
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LATEST FASHIONSWM•.W. NOBLE, 
Merchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON 8T. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECIALTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery S~. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 655 

BUSINESS SUITS POR......... ••• $25.00e •••••••••• e e ••••••••••••• e ••• e •••••••• eP. O. GHILSTROM, DRESS SUITS POR ..................................................... ' .. 35.QO 

PANTS TO ORDER POR, ....................................... , e 6.00
_ •• '... ..

(R0ricrs & Chilstrom.) 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
Commercial Business and Coilections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PACIfIC Ci\I{RIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS OFFICE,ll POWELL ST. 

OLIVltR IlINCKt."',y, ' SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter 'Sts. 

Telephone 1950. 

J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I lllvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, '10 cents. 

The Catholic Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ini!s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C:E1.A.S. F. :SU~Cl-DI.[.A.N". 

TAILOR, 

-1.01 PIPTH STREET 101.

P. A. CLARK. elIAS. W. CLARK. 

DIAMON'D VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 


CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS; 


NURSER,YMEN. 

Catolpas for Timber Cultllre a 

Specialty. 


H a.ve at Th£.ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Fille1 und Delivered on' ~hort Notice. 

Spec:al Attent:on Givefi to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 


aI;ld Vineyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Oal 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris·
Ing all that relates to the pro/Z'ress of the Christian reli, 
gion in "The Historj of the Decline and Fall 01 the Roman 
Empire," and a Vinrlication (never bt·fore published in 
tbis country) of some pa.sl:iages in the 15th an.\ 16th chap
'ers, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a. Life of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum 
notes by Guizot, Wenck, Milma.n, "an Englillh Church· 
man," and other 8c,holal'8. Handsome 12 mo., 8M palCes. 
Clo~ With Engravinga. Price, $1 50. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL~ c 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the DeclaratIon of Independence. Also, the immortal 
documen'. The Declaration Itself, a.nd the national an
them entitled "Land of Libelty." Price, 10 eent.8; I) cop
lei, 25 c:enta; 25 copies, $1. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE. 
:)rL~"" 01 the Moral and PbylJica1 Wodd. 8y SarOD 
D'_~ A. new and lmprond edition, wiUa aOklll bl 
~ !'we .ohuaeIla 08&. Prioe, IS. , 

-".~- .. - ------.. -- ~ ... ---

lxEMSBURG's W'ORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church ami Mor

. aJity; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church I 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

athers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and l-lanklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheatmg; ThefL and Rohbery; Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of i.. onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance ,and. 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath~Breaking. C) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following hea(ls: Origin of the Sab. 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the ChrisLian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examinatiun of 
';unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab. 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fath~rs; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; '~ne Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of l :., ;slian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. ~ Price, 2, cents: 6 copies. $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
, 504 Kearny st. San FrancisCO. 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 
Little LeSSons on Science, 40 cents; MltTy 

Jones, or e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John's \V~y, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana.~, 
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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PREMIUMS WITH FREETHOUCHT FOR 1889. 
.. ... 

In order to increase the circulation of ':FREETHOUGHT, and at the sanle tinle to secure the dis


tribution of books that everyone should read, we offer the following 

Premiums to getters up of clubs for this paper: 


For One New Subscriber ($2) KEELER'S SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, or 
the FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

~wo New Subscribers ($4) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, or VOL
TAIRE'S ROMANCES. 

Three New Subscribers ($6) GIBBON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY and" 
INGERSOLL'S INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Four New Subscribers ($8) -. INGERSOLL'S PROSE. POEMS, (A most Magnifi
cent Volume). 

Five ~ew Subscribers ($10) VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, In Half Calf or Half" 
Morocco, (1110st elegant style, $4 ed). 

Six New Subscribers ($12) INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, Half" 
Calf or Half Morocco, $5 edt 

THE PRICES OF THE ABOVE BOOKS ALONE ARE: 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 50c. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION, 50c. HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, $1.50. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, $1.50. INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 50c. INGERSOLI..'s PROSE POEMS, $2.50. 
VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, (fine binding), $4.00 .. INGERSOLL'S LECTURES COMPLETE, $5.00. 

Any of'these works will be sent postpaid, upon receipt of nam~s of new subscribers, accompanied by the full subscriFtion price. ~ 

ADDRESS, PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 KEARNY ST. SAN FRANCISCO. 

FI{EETIIOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S YVORKS. 

The New God. 10C.· The New God was mad~ 
by an ,""list hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is \yithin him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 

. Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob. 
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the warj rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to la5t with 
th~ livnK spirit of to.day."-741,in Swinton's 
P~•.. ".",. " 

PrUmtaheuS: A Pri\:e, $1.p'oem. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profoun.} emo
tion, poured forth, it st:ems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hmry 
W. B~/loUJs. 

Gottlieb: His life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To descri~e all the ~eauties of 
this simple, yet touchmgly told htde tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all mllife before.u_ ~/minll Dralu SIm~". 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AN~ MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN • 

I'rice ..........•.......... : ..... $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G.lngersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

Address this office. 

INGERSOLL'S vVORKS 
The Christian Religion. By R. G: Ingersoll, 

Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof .. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi" 
tor of the San Fr~nciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copIes, $1 j 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Oburver. By Robert G 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents.. . 

A Lay Sermon, On the"Labor Question. Price 
5 cents. , , 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

l~gersoll'8 Lectures Complete. Bo~nd in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. uTribute to His Brother" " The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banq~et ~oast" 
and "Little Harry Miller's Grave," printed 
on heavy t~ned paper, 18x22, illuminated bor
der, .and In large, clear type, suitable for 
f~amtngj four to any address for 50.cents, Or 
eIther one for 15 cents. 

Pr~se Poems and Selections. It contains, be
s!des,~he celebrated "Decoration Day Ora.
tIon, and all the famous tributes, many 
other gems selected from the speeches, argu
ments, l~ctures, table·talks and day-to-day 
co~versatlOns of the author•. Fine steel por. 
traIt and autograph ~acsimile: Price, in 
cloth, beveled edges, gIlt back and side, $2 So. 

Photographs of Col. Ingersoll. Cabinet, ~oc. . 
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THE American Sabbath Union has agreed upon next week as a 

week of special prayer for the better observance of Sunday. There 

is something quite appropriate in the first of April being chosen 

for these incantations. 


HIEROPHANT OLCOTT, the Theosophist, of India, is lecturing in 
Japan. H~ takes the position that Buddhism is superior to 
Christianity, which mayor may not be true. Of two great evils 
the least is often difficult to detect. . 

.. 
THAT is a shrewd scheme which the Young Men's Christian 

Association at Berkeley have in hand. The project is to build a 
$50,000 hall near the University, and invite students to attend the 
religious exercises to be held therein. If the plan carries we may 
expect shortly to hear that the regents have been asked to accept 
the hall as a theological annex, the state thereafter to pay the ex
pense of sustaining it. 

IT is reported that "the seizure by the Berlin police of the 
Volks Zeilung has created a great sensation and a legal decision 
upon the right of the police to suppress the paper is awaited with 
considerable interest." Gvrmany is different from America. The 
police here might suppress a Socialistic or Anarchistic paper and 
no one would feel any interest at all in the event except the editor 
and a few of his followers. 

THE union of church and state in England brings about the 
ridiculous farce of a civil court trying a bishop for offenses against 
ecclesiastical rules. The criminal is the bishop of Lincoln, who 
has prayed toward the east or west, or worn or omitted to wear 
the chalice, we are not certain which. Ecclesiastics are protesting, 
b"Jt, as a Catholic paper puts it, "a church that is a creature of 
the crown must obey the crown." 

THE participation of women in politics at Detroit, Mich.,' does , 
not have the'demoralizing effect which some have feared. It is 
recorJed that" the utmost courtesy was shown to those women 
who turned out to register in order to be able to vote next month. 
In many registration places the judges prohibited smoking. Two 
saloon-keepers removed the place of registration from their saloons 

to respectable quarters near by, and no unseemly conduct was 
indulged in by any man while the women were registering." 
Respectable citizens who in order to register their names as voters 
have been obliged to enter all sorts of disIOeputable places will 
wish that something of this kind might strike San Francisco. 

IT will not be safe for the heavenly chariot to swing too low 
during the next four years or Mr. Harrison will climb aboard and 
the United States will be without a chief executive. A Washing
ton letter in the Chicago News states that every morning after 
breakfast the president and his family assemble in the parlor, 
where the general reads a passage of scripture and kneels in 
prayer. \Ve should have more confidence in the backbone of a 
man like Lincoln, who could keep his legs straight all the time, 
and, when occasion required,.-do a good p~ece of robust swearing. 

SUNDAY MORNING AT 10:30. 

That is the hour set for the next meeting of the Liberal 
Society. It will be held at 323 Turk street, and it is important 
that all friends should be present, a.s officers are to be elected, a 
constitution adopted, Ilnd all the preliminary business of a per
manent organization transacted. Sunday morning, March 31, 
10:30 o'clock, 323 Turk street. 

If time is afforded Professor Miller will deliver an address on 
"The Evolution of Religion." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

LEMOORE.-The valley of San Joaquin opens broad, bright, 
and beautiful after the plentiful rains. Miles of glistening green 
stretch on either side of the speeding cars. Every face wears a 
cheerful aspect, for wealth is in the sparkling scene. 

Far off the gray-blue mountains gleam, whose tops float away 
in white and misty shrouds, and what is sky and what is earth 
can scarcely be distinguished in the glittering horoscope. 

At half past eight Tuesday evening I arrive at Lemoore; 
changing cars at Goshen. The first to greet me was the gray
haired veteran, Dr. Seth Morse, who takes all the blows of fortune 
with uncompromising spirit. He has been for long years in the 
harness, and done effective service. There is nothing in death, 
or heaven, or hell, to appall his sturdy mind. 

He piloted me through the dim streets to the mansion of Dr. 
Hamlin, where everything was comfortable and the welcome was 
generous. I could not feel otherwise than at home with this 
pleasant-faced philosopher. He is a radi('~l of the radicals, but 
a kinder heart there never was, whos~ charity is universal. No 
one would go from his door·w1th6~t some kind of hospitable aid. 

After a good night's rest, the sparkling ,morning came. After 
breakfast I took a look at Dr. Hamlin's ten-acre lot, where almost 
everything is beginning to grow. A lovely home is in prospect, 
amidst fruits and flowers. The doctor has a printing establish
ment on his domain. He can set type, and many a Freethought 
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pamphlet has he made up and published for the benefit of the 
world, without money and without price, and the thoughts are 
such as, spoken from an honest heart and clear mind, will certainly 
agitate for good. The doctor is a kind of many-sided genius, 
and takes to things naturally, and, in a quiet way, he extracts 
about all the goodness there is in nature and humanity. • 

then dropped over to the little homestead of Dr. Morse, 
where he lives in "single-blessedness." He has a cow, as gentle 

,as a lady, which he wouldn't sell, I guess, for its weight in gold; 
also a calf, a pig, and chickens, and with these, and grapevines, 
and fruit-trees, he labors in the gray and gold of life's evening. 
He showed me his library, where the philosophers and poets 
shine forth, supreme.among them Shakespeare, and from these 
treasures flows the magic splendor that brings to age immortal 
youth. 

In the afternoon another genial friend of philosophic years, 
Dr. Moore, drove me for miles over the surrounding country, 
which is one vast landscape of, beauty and delight. A few years 
ago it was a treeless and apparently barren desert, but irrigation 
has performed marvels, and far as the eye can see are g~oves, 
alfalfa fields, flowering orchards, and the whole country for scores 
of miles in every direction presents a variegated" picture of in
dustry and improvement. 

Dr. Moore is one who has studied deep into the problems of 
life. He has written articles on the mOoney question that have 
excited wide a~tention. He believes that a good money system 
would do more for man's happiness than all the five hundred 
religions that now beset him, and I think he is right. Our good 
doctor, once a Materialist, is now a Spiritualist, -and he reasons 

. well, a przorz: in the Platonic spirit, for immortality. He has also 
had many personal experiences which are impressive. He was a 
friend of "Old Ben Wade" in his palmy days, and Ben himself 
was a pronounced Spiritualist before the doctor had reached his 
present conclusion. 

Fox and Sweetland are most cordial supporters of Free
thought, and they are not afraid to do business under the flying 
colors of their own honest belief. It is a pleasure to meet with 
such outspoken Liberals. 

Captain Nelson brings the breath of ocean itself into his breezy 
independence. He always gives where it will do the most' good 
and with a free hand. He has not a particle of superstition in 
head or heart. . 

And it was pleasure also to meet Mr. Joel A. Fox, an old 
An~islavery veteran, with charming reminiscences of the" West
ern Reserve." He is as bright as e. dollar, to-day, although he 
is seventy-three years of age, and I can imagine what a rustler 
he must have been on the underground railroad thirty odd years ago. 

W. M. Gill, editor of the Lemoore Leader, is from that hot-bed 
of Liberalism and orthodoxy, Kirksville, Mo., where so many 
debates have taken place. Mr. Gill himself brings the broad and 
strenuous spirit of our friends of Missouri to this Golden \Vest. 
Dr. T. W. Helm, S. I. Kidd, A. S. Cunningham, George Foster, 
and many others whom I met here have made my short stay ex
ceedin3"1y agreeable. " " I 

Goodman's Hall was crow jed.;.,. }:here was not even standing
room. It was an inteIlig~nt.and' appreciative audience. It was 
representative of the best elements in the community. The 
lecture was earnestly" listened to, and in fact everything was so 
harmonious between speaker and hearers that it was arranged to 
have two more lectures at Lemoore Sunday afternoon and even
ing of April 28. 

About thirty signatures were received for the State Liberal 
Union at the close of the lectures. 

The Adventists are somewhat strong here, and they have been 
giving the other Christians a lively tussle on the Sabbath ques
tion. They work like beavers against ecclesiastical legislation. 

L. Gilroy, of VisaIia, was in Lemoore long enough to give a 
good hand-shake. He couldn't stop for lecture, but promises to 
arrange for Visalia on my return trip. He is one of the most 
popular officials in the county, and is right up to business. 

Whom should I meet on Thursday morning, as I was steuting 
off, but H. W. Faust, of San Francisco. He is on an expedition 
to his ranch, about thirty-five miles off, with Mrs. Faust, and as 
they have no house built they intend to camp out and "rough it" 
for a week or two. I think they will have a delightful trip and 
find the possibilities of a garden of Eden somewhere in this 
valley. 

Lemoore and the railroads don't hitch together at present, but 
the place is bound to grow. The railroad through it is really the 
original Southern Pacific route, but it has never been completed. 
It was bl]ilt the present distance to secure the land grant, and 
not for public convenience. When it is put through it will likely 
be the main line fro n San Francisco to Los Angeles, for it is a 
much shorter route than tIte present one. 

I look forward with pleasure to my return to this lively town, 
and the many expressions of good will I have received give 
earnest of a splendid welcome. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

FREETHOUGHT AND MORALITY. 

Orthodoxy and Christianity cry out against Freethought that it 
is dangerous to the social well-being of the state and the indi
viaual. They declare that Freethought means loose living; that 
if belief in a revelation is abandoned" there will be no restraint 
upon action; that if the voice of God has not spoken to men in 
the Bible, then the world has no moral rudder, and that the ship 
of humanity will be soon dashed to pieces by the storms of doubt 
upon the sharp rocks of passion and vice. This cry of priesthood 
and ultra-conservatism is the chief reason why men's ears are 
closed against the voice of reason. This has always been the 
cry of expiring religions. It is the chief obstacle in the path of 
knowledge. Men's judgments are shaken by the uproar of the 
ecclesiastical tom-tom endeavoring to prevent the inevitable eclipse 
of its faith, and by the threat of social ostracism and public odium 
which is hurled against those who dare to think for themselves. 
Even many who are convinced of the falsity and purely human ori: 
gin of all revealed religion are not willing to 'cut themselves away 
from its guidance, or advise others to a like course, because they 
are not quite sure of a prosperous voyage upon untraversed seas. 
They think the world has done very well under the teachin"g of 
Christianity. Will it do equally well under that of science and 
reason? That the world has clone well under the teachings of 
Christianity is partly true and partly false. It is true where the 
noblest teachings of Christianity have prevailed-its principles of 
brotherhood, of mutll;al help, of tenderness and human sympa
thy; it .is untrue where oth~r teachings of its teachers have been 
enforced---':"'the claims to government and temporal power, cruel 
persecution and torture of opponents within the chu;ch itself, 
so-called "heretics and schismatics," the early representatives of 
later Infidels, the unending disputes about the meaning of its 
own dogmas and the methods of government, the now clearly 
proved falsity ofmany of the dogmas themselves; :n these things 
Christianity has not done well to the world. 
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But Christianity is a powerful and thoroughly organized religion. 
It is the nominal religion of the ~ost intelligent races. It is in
terwoven with the whole structure of European and American 
society. Daniel Webster declared that Christianity was the law 
of the land. Its churches are to be found in every village; its 
corporate wealth is enormous; its teachers are intelligent, skilful, 
arid persistent; its influence is everywhere, is strong and deter
mined. True, its beliefs are much more lightly held than for
merly, and some are even disowned by nominal members, under 
the influence of the inroads of science and reason. Its own laws' 
have been relaxed because they cannot be enforced, and its very 
teachers have become affected by the voices of truth that are 
thundering in their ears from the new heavens and tht new earth. 
Geology and astronomy have moral lessons that cannot be ig
nored. But even the disaffected are loth to break away from the 
familiar. They talk of a gradual change and reform from within, 
not realizing that the acknowledgment is self-destructive; that 
admit a little of the sunlight of truth and the whole fabric of their 
dreams must dissolve like a snow-palace. 

Sloth, cowardice, the ties of affection, the uncertainty of the fu
ture, are weights upon the action of a man whose eyes have 
opened to his delusion. 

Shall he brave the ban of social opinion, the remonstrances of 
friends, the pleadings and tears of a wife or mother, possible loss 
in business, to identify himself with a cause that is looked at 
askance by the community, is denounced by the clergy, and prom
ises more thorns than roses to his treading? Will he be at sea 
in conduct. and unguided by any moral beacons? This is the 
question we propose to answer. 

LIBERAL WORK IN SAN PRANCISCO. 

What promises to be a successful Freethought movement was 
inaugurated last Sunday evening by the meeting in the Turners' 
Hall., The Freethinkers of the city have, it is said, organized 
Liberalsocieties on three previous occasions, the result in each 
case being a failure at the end of a short time. These various 
defeats, however, do not dim the hope which the present favorable 
circumstances have raised, that a Freethought society, founded on 
a broad, humanitarian basis, well officered and supported by a 
good membership, can be made a permanancy in the community. 

Last Sunday's meeting was well attended, and much interest 
was manifested. The committees chosen will report a constitu
tionand by-laws, and make nominations for permanent officers, 
at the next meeting, to be held at the same hall, 323 Turk street, 
Sunday morning, March 3 I, at half-past ten o'clock. 

ROMAN RULE. 

The infamy of state recognition of religion is shown by the 
holy war now raging in Canada. Some time ago the Parliament 
at Quebec voted $400,000 for reimbursing the Jesuits, whose 
estates had been confi!:cated by the imperial government. Car
dinal Taschereau objected that the present Jesuits are not the 
heirs of the Jesuits who owned the property, and the legislators 
weakened to the extent of paying the $400,000 over to the pope. 

Now a strong reactionary. sentiment has sprung up, and the 
Protestants are demanding that the government reverse its action 

.in paying the pope this $400,000. The government, however, 
being under the thumb of Cardinal Taschereau, cannot be e~
pected to do anything of the kind; and it would do no good if 
the action were reversed, since the pope has got the. money, and 
the people may whistle for it. 

Canada must have a cowardly an~ dunderheaded legislature, or 
. else the majority of her politicians are rascals. No honest states
man will temporize with the church power; and we make this 
assertion in advance because there is a prospect that America will 
yet have the same experience that is afflicting Canada. When 
that time comes the supply of political rascals will be found as 
plentiful in the States as in the Dominion. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P.Putnam's lectures as at present 
determined: 
San Diego, March 31, Pomona, April 22, 23, 24, 25, 
National City, April 2,3, 4, Lemoore, April 28, 
San Diego, April 7, Visalia, April 29, 30, 
San Pasqual and vicinity, April 8, 9, Oleander, May 1,2, 3, 

10, II, 12, San Francisco, May S, 12, 19, 
Santa Ana, April 14, Boulder Creek and vicinity, May, 
Anaheim, April IS, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, . 
Norwalk, April 18, 19, 20, San Francisco, May 26. 
Los Angeles., April 21, 

Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Grub Gulch,and vicinity the 
first week in June. About the middle of June he will begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 

. Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coos 
comity, Or. . 

Those desiring lectures will please write at their earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

ANYTHING POR AN ISSUE. 

There are two methods by which. political popularity may be 
achieved. The first is the positive method of toadying to the 
church, and the other is the negative one of decrying an un
popular cause. The latter. method has been largely employed, it 
would seem, by the politicians of Chicago. In a recent address 
Judge Grinnell said: 

"The eager desire of party le.aders to obtain and retain office keeps 
Socialism and its attendant evils alive. In Chicago Anarchism is ex· 
aggerated out of all proportion to its power, ~or no good purpose, and 
some .members of both political parties seem inclined to act so as to catch 
this element. In my opinoin, the talk about Anarchists during this last 
winter has been a willful, wicked exaggeration of their power, an injury 
to the fair name of Chicago and a serious detriment to its business in
terests, and I confidently believe the purpose of such exaggeration was 
purely political." 

It is possible that in Judge Grinnell's remarks may be found 
the reason why the political sheets of Chicago deriounce the anti
Sabbath meeting of the Secular Union as "Anarchistic gather
ings." 

RELIGION AS A BUSINESS. 

Some of the New York Episcopalians are protesting against the 
conducting of churches upon the strictly business principles re
cently outlined by Sexton Williams, of St. Thomas's church. 
Mr. Williams explained that strangers and poor people were not 
welcome, nor even admitted to the sanctuary over which he has 
charge. A circular emanating from the Association for the Ad
vancement of the Interests of Labor \l'aS distributed last Sunday 
in many of the Episcopal churches, attacking the pew-rent sys
tem in vigorous language. It sets forth that "a man poverty
stricken in spirit, but rich commercially, is preferred as a church 
officer to a man poor in worldly goods, though rich in spiritual 
possessions. There are numerous instances daily before our 
eyes of men holding high places as church officers who would, 
not long retain them were' spirituality the test of office. The rich 
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and impious occupy the choice places, while the poor and desti- ' 
tute are relegated to obscure corners, and sometimes even denied 
admission. Thus the church becomes in reality a clubhouse. 
with nothing religious about it but the saint's name. If it could 
be known openly in how many parishes at this moment the influ
ential and managing men are secretly discussing how to get rid of 
their minister because he isnot paying well in pew rents, a peal of 
alarm would rise to the ears of God." 

Leaving out the pious imprecation of the circular, its language 
is substantially correct, resembling very closely some remarks 
'Y~ch we made several weeks ago. The rich churches are 
merely club-houses, differing from the latter only in hypocrisy 
and in not paying their just taxes for the protection accorded them 
by the municipality. 

GULLING THE IGNORANT. 

A Catholic priest named Henneberry, the other evening, dealt 
out the following unmitigated bosh to a congregation in the 
"church of the Sacred Heart." He was talking about the duties 
which the Catholic owes to the priest, and said: 

"Who, when death comes, is the Catholic's best friend? Father and 
mother may be there, third hands may be ready to hold the weary head, 
but what is all this to what the priest does? He can give the parting
soul freedom to the realms beyond. His hands reach beyond the g;ave. 
He, by his holy offices, can do what no one else can. He is surely the 
Catholic's best friend. And when we think of this, is it not strange that 
we should have to speak of the Catholic's duty to his priest? 

" If you hire a laborer and fail to pay him for his ordinary work, what 
is thought of you? Yet the priest does more for you than any laborer 
can. It is on this account that the church holds you are in conscience 
bound to contribute liberally and cheerfully for t,he maintenance of the 
priests and church. And whatever you do, you can never begin to do 
anything like as much as the priest has done for you. So you should be 
generous in your contributions and not wait to be asked to give what you 
should give without the asking." 

, It is a belief in this kind of humbug that makes the devout 
Catholic go down into his pocket for his last nickel, and give it 
to ihe church. What are laws against obtaining money under 
false pretenses worth if impostors like the priest<; escape their 
penalties? 

THESE lines are on a granite slab over a grave in an old burying 
ground in this city: 

"Remember not, 0 Lo;d, our 
Offenses, nor those of our parents, 
Neither take thou vengeance of our sins. 
Thall shalt bring my soul out of 
Tribulation, and in thy mercy thou 
Shalt destroy mine enemies." 

Whose ashes rest beneath this pious anthem-those of some 
saintly person? Not much.. -The rest of the inscription reads: 

"Sacred to the memory of the late deceased, James Sullivan, who died 
by the hands of the V. C., May 31, 1856, aged forty.five years." 

The above James was more popularly known as "Yankee" 
" Sullivan, a notorious bruiser and ruffian, and "V. C." is an'abbre

viation fa'r Vigilance Committee. 

A SHoRT-time since an appeal was made in these columns by 
Prof. D. C. Seymour in behalf of J. H. Cook, of Columbus, 
Kan. Mr. Cook declines to receive anything, and Professor 
Seymour wishes it explained that he judged from Mr. Cook's 
letter to him that the latter was in great need, so he made the 
appeal, besides forwarding five dollars which he needed himself. 
This is to set Professor Seymour right before the public. 

DR. PARKER, the London divine- who, we believe, was one of 
the competitors for Beecher's empty pulpit, has established a 
series of "talks to workingmen." The workingmen listen to him, 
but they are not convinced. On the other hand, they ask the 
clergy some puzzling questions. They say, "Why do not those 
rich Christians who live on our labor share their surplus wealth 
with us?" "You clergymen take no interest in our' affairs," 
said one; and a third came ~traight to the point by saying, " You 
have pointed us to another world, and have seized the good 
things of this for yourselves." It is useless for the clergy to pro
fess to be the friends of the working man. They can only be 
his superior or spiritual adviser, so long as he believes in them. 
Then he will set them all down as parasites. 

THE Presbyterian ministers at their last Monday meeting dis
cussed the question, "What is the Greatest Enemy of Christianity 
at the Present Day?" They were unable to agree, the Rev. Dr. 
Bell holdi~g that it was the naturai enmity of the human heart, 
while the Rev. Mr. Alexander named Rationalism; the Rev. Mr. 
Dobbins, intemperance, and Bishop Vladimir, the disunity of the 
church. None of the ministers got at the exact truth of the mat
ter, which is that Christianity is its own greatest enemy, in that it 
teaches doctrines which the reason of the present day is con
strained to reject. 

THE Prince of Wales has been traveling on the continent in 
company with women of shady reputation"and the papers have 
called attention to the scandal. The Rock, a pious sheet, re
proves the secular press for being too anxious to search out these 
failings of the prince, and is ready ....to overlook them. But what 
rends the ROGk is to learn that his royal highness failed to observe 
Sunday in the manner prescribed by the church. This, it holds, 
is "more sad than a violation of good taste, for it was a violation 
of the Sabbath of God." 

A CLAIRVOYANT of San Francisco has complained that' only 
three out of the fifty-four people in her profession, namely, me
diums, astrologists, and fortune tellers, are made subject to the 
yearly license of one hundred dollars. She says nothmg about 
the preachers. This clairvoyant's name is Lulu Hurst, and her 
complaint has got her into trouble, as she herself has not paid 
the license prescribed by law. 

A PROJECT is on foot to build in this citva structure to be known 
as "The People's Church," erected afte; the fashion of a theatre 
and open to all denominations. Several years ago a similar pro
ject was carried out under the Rev. Mr. Kallock, of unpleasant 
memory, and resulted in the Metropolitan Temple, since given 
over to all sorts of entertainments, including that of Jolm Slater, 
the Mediumistic \Vonder. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD has just had a debate with the Rev. C. S 
Bates, D.D., at Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Underwood's reference 
per Secular Thought, -to his visit to this office while in San Fran~ 
cisco is duly appreciated by all parties concerned. 

I T is a trifle singular that the dispatch from New York should 
fail to say something about the presence of Colonel Ino-ersoH at 
the meeting held to raise money for the Co~federate °Soldiers' 
Home at Austin. 

OUR editorial on "Freethought and Morality" is from the 
opening portion of Professor Miller's Sunday eyening addres::;. It 
will be co:npleted. . 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The neat hall of the San Francisco Turn Verein contained 
none too 'many seats to accommodate the attendants at last Sun
day's Liberal meeting. This was the third attempt to hold such 
a meetinO" and it was also the' first really successful one. It 
would ha~e had a large accession of members of the Turn Verein 
but for the amateur theatrical entertainment in the large hall. 

Professor Miller called the meeting to order formally and 
drew attention to the necessity of choosing a temporary president. 
I had in my mind the proper person for that position, and abo 
an ornate effort with which I intended to nominate him. .The 
effort eluded me at the critical moment, but I flatter myself that 
I got the name of "Mr. P. O. Chilstrom, Esq.," bef<?re the 
assemblao-e in an effectual manner. At any rate, Mr. ChIlstrom 
was elect~d, and assumed the chair. Mr. Henry Breuer became 
secretary by the same process, and Mr. Schou treasurer. After
wards two committees were appointed-on organization, Her
bert l\Iiller, A. H. Schou, G. E. Macdonald; on nominations, J. 
Beaumont, H. W. \Valker, \V. H. Eastman, and another whose 
.name I have foro-otten. At this point the president inquired what 
it was proposed fo do, and in a few well-chosen words delivered 
in a sweet, silvery tone of voice I stated that we proposed to 
open a sub3cription list, and see how much we could raise. My 
address created the most intense interest, and I expect to receive 
an invitation to visit the place again shortly and bring my rela
tives with me. 

At the conclusion of mv remarks Mr. Holmes arose and re
lated impressively how he" happened to be present. He had 
received a postal card inviting him to attend, and in response 
thereto he had done so. The cud specified distinctly a Liberal 
Meeting, and yet here we were asked to subscribe Money for 
something which we knew nothing about. Before he would 
pledge a dollar he desired to know, in fact, whether this was a 
scheme gotten up for the private benefit of somebody, or whether 
there was a bona fide Intent to advance the cause of Liberalism. 

The Chair invitel Professor Miller to give an outline of the 
proposed work, and the professor delivered. an addre:;s on 
"Freethought and Morality" lasting forty mmutes. It. was a 
well-considered address and evoked applause. The ChaIr then 
read an editorial from FREETHOUGHT on "Local Liberal So
cieties" which afforded a very good answer to Mr. Holmes's 
search for information. 

Mr. Thomas Cuds said that there would be no beneficial re
sults from holding meetings where one man did all the talking 
and the audience all the listening, as he should not attend. The 
Chair reminded Mr. Curtis that as the society had not yet been 
formed upon the basis to which he objected, criticism was 
scarcely in order. Mr. Curtis did not prolong his address. 

Mr. Schou took up a colection with marked cheerfulness, and 
Secretary Breuer passed a subscription paper among the au
ditors. Something more than $ I 00 is pledged for the support 
of the meetings, and the outlook is now favorable. The next 
meeting is at the same plac~, 323 Turk street, Sunday morning, 
March 31, at 10: 30 of the clock. 

I discover from a paragraph in the papers that Amrha Lal 
Roy, the Hindoo printer who formerly worked in the Truth 
Seeker office, is now editor of a paper in Calcutta called the 
" Hope." He has also published a little volume entitled 
"Reminiscences of Three Years Among the Americans," in 
which he says: 

At this date I cannot help comparing the conduct of these so-called 
"Infidels" with that of the pious Christians of New York, to whom I 
had applied for a situation on my arrival i!l America-very mu~h to t.he 
prejudice of the latter. Nor c~n I refram from acknowle~gm~ wlth 
gratitude that by few persons m New. York were the. peculIar Clrcum
stances in which I was placed so considerately recogmzed, or so much 
facility for making my way given to me as by the Infidels of the Truth 
Seeker office. ' 

I expect that the facility for working his way referred to is the 
"case" that was accorded" him in the corner of the composing
room where he made slow and painful endeavors to acquire the 
art df setting type. Henry George, lo~n. Swinto?, Colonel 
Hinton, and James Redpath were Roy s mtlmate frIends. Be

sides these, he had the confidence of Leo Hartman, the Nihilist, 
who left Russia because the government wanted him about 
$50 ,000 worth for conspiring to blow the czar into small frag
ments. If Roy had been a good hypocrite, like some of his 
countrymen who have visited America, he might have fared 
much better than he did at the hands of religious people. The 
fact that the Christians' gave him the cold shoulder in America 
shows that they like the heathen best in his native lair. 

The Ethiopian race does not produce a great many Free
thinkers, but it contributes at least one to the population of San 
Francisco. His name is Lord A. Nelson-presumably Lord 
Admiral-and a more creditable-looking citizen does not walk 
the streets of the city. Nelson is about six feet in height, straight, 
and broad shouldered. The best clothes to be had are none too 
good for him; no one wears a finer beaver or whiter linen. Not 
far from forty years ago, he was born in the bondage of chattel 
slavery, in Missouri. The underground railroad brought him 
out of that, and his good sense emancipated him from the 
mental bondage in which so many of his race are held. 1\1r. 
Nelson is a candy merchant, and in his white uniform may be 
found on any pleasant day at the corner of Market and Battery 
streets. He says that he wants to see a temple of Freethought 
built in San Francisco, to be called the House of Humanity, 
where men and women of all faces can corne together and be 
taught science and morality with no intermixture of superstition. 

The ex-Rev. J. E. Higgins, who made his first Freethought 
address before the state convention of Liberals last January, 
would like to go into the field in the interests of the cause, 
but his opening campaign does not encourage him. About a 
month ago he was impressed with a belief that the people of 
Humboldt county, particularly at Eureka and along the Eel 
river valley, would take kindly to a secular advocate; and so, with 
high hopes, an assortment of books, and a mind stored with use
ful precepts struggling for utterance, he took the boat for Hum
boldt bay. It was measly weather and rough water. When he 
reached Eureka it was raining, and it continued to rain for two 
weeks. Mr. Rig ~ins said the chance of getting any hearers was 
awful slim. The only hall to be had would cost $10 per night, 
and nobody seemed to want lectures any way. On account of 
the rain and mud he couldn't even get around to sell books. He 
spent a good deal of his time with the veteran Robert Gunther, 
who owns an island in the bay and lives on it, and while the rain 
fell they talked over the prospects and discussed the great ques
tions which occupy the attention of the human mind. Mr. Hig
gins also found some li::;teners at the hotel where he stopped, and 
had lively tilts with them; but aU this wasn't business and didn't 
promise any business, so he took to the water again and came 
plowing back to San Francisco. He reports that the boat sailed 
most of the way on her gable end, and that the water frequently 
rose higher than the roof. The incessant motion of the vessel 
gave him a sensation of nausea, traces of which had not entirely 
disappeared when he reached this office and turned in his stock 
of books which he desired to realize on. He was not exactly 
discouraged, but confessed that a series of experiences of that 
kind would not have the effect of elating him to any dangerous 
extent. 

I have long known that Mr. James West, editor of the New 
Ideal, was a poet of distinction, but I was unawa~e of his hu~or
ous qualities previous to the receipt of the followmg commumca
tion: 

DEAR BROTHER IN DEMOLITION: I hope you are prospering. 
I thought yours was an excellent and creditable paper until my own was 
started. 

I often make observations myself in a facetious vein, but since 
coming in contact with Mr. West's superior humor, I have not 
felt like trying to say anything sarcastic. 

The appended letter was not immediately understood when it 
reached me last week. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Knowing YOll believe in work, and as ours 
is work, not preaching, I thought you would lend us a helping hand, either 

I 



198 FREErI'HOUGH'1.\ 

by advertising our work or in any way which seems best to yourselves. 
Respectfully, MRS. NEWBROUGH. 

Shalam, Las Cruces, N. M. 

A small magazine, which came a few days later, explained the 
letter. The magazine is entitled "The Castaway; a Monthly 
Publication in the Interest ,of Foundlings, Orphans, and other 
Homeless and Uncared-for Babes," publisbed at the Faithists' 
Infants' Home, New Orleans. From the publication i~ is learned 
that Dr. J. B. Newbrough, the author of the New BIble called 
Oahspe. has founded, at Las Cruces, N. M., a home for found:
lings who are to be raised vegetarians and faithists. The infants 
are first to be fed, and afterwards taught that a certain character 
called] ehovih is their heavenly father. The n:mainder of the 
creed of the faithists I am unfamiliar with. I have seen copies 
of Oahspe, a large book costing some $7, and resembling th,e 
Hebrew scriptures in many respects. Dr. Newbrough wrote It 
-that is to say, he type-wrote it, under alleged inspiration. There 
were times, he claims, when he was in the spirit, and on such 
occasions he would seat himself before the type:..writer, and turn 
off a chapter or two of Oahspe. Those who wish to believe that 
the book has any other source than Dr. Newbrough's fertile. 
imagination are at liberty to do so. I merely allow that ques
tion to lie alongside without hoisting it aboard. In my opinion, 
however: all claims of inspiration and spiritual control are fraud
ulent or delusive. I have no objection to thus advertising Dr. 
Newbrough's home for . foundlings" and uncared for babes, as I 
might sometime want to go there myself, but if he would drop 
the imposture of a divine revelation he could secure a more 
hearty indorsement from the undersigned. It is about time that 
people should give up humbugs, and a humbug should be re
jected as decidedly when it attempts to introduce itself in the 
name of humanity as when it comes under the patronage of the 
devil. . M. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

A Cucamonga man who has been to the Santa Clara mines in 
Lower California has returned home and mortgaged all his property 
in order to invest in the mines. Opinions vary as to the richness 
of the new diggings, but general belief condemns the whole 
business as a "fake."--Mr. "Mason Long, who a short time 
since was the proprietor of a large gambling house in northern 
Indiana, spoke from a Presbyterian pulpit in this city last Sunday 
evening. Mr. Long retired from the faro business $52,000 
ahead, and will now devote himself to gospel temperance and 
the extirpation of the gambling habit.--Alvan Clark, of 
Cambridgeport, Mass., who manufactured the Lick telescope, ex
pects soon to go to work on a still larger glass to be placed on 
Wilson's Peak in Los Angeles county. It will be forty inches in 
diameter, and one-half stronger than the Lick lens.--The 
Yuba county grand jury recommend raising the liquor license 
to $Iooo.--The San Francisco Daily Examiner's free labor 
bureau has in four weeks provided situations for more than lobo 
applicants. . 

Mrs. Parsons made an inflammatory address at an Anarchist 
meeting in Chicago last Sunday. The country is still safe.-
There is talk of a new \Vhite House for the President's family 
at Washington.--There·was a meeting in New York last Sun
day in aid of the Confederate Soldier's Home at Austin, Tex. 
Colonel Ing.ersoll was announced to speak, but the dispatches 
do not chronicle his presence.--The Rev. Sam Small will en
ter politics and run for Congress from Atlanta, Ga.--Whitelaw 
Reid's appointment as minister to France was opposed in the 
Senate, but a majority confirmed it. Reid is editor of the New 
York Tribune.--The weavers' strike at Fall River, Mass., has 
failed, and the usual number of looms are runnning.--· 
Evangelist Yatman, who has just returned to New York from a 
trip through the West, is now busy with a scheme which he is 
pleased to call a college on wheels. He proposes to obtain a· 
number of Pullman cars and arrange sections in them for men 
who are to receive students in the work of evangelization. He 
intends to take the cars and men over the entire \yorld, preach
ing the gospel wherever they go. The experiment will first be 
tried with fifty .udents. Mr. Yatman says he already has fully 
1000 applications.-·-Justice Stanley Matthews, of the U. S. 

Supreme court, died at Washington March 22, aged 6s.--The 
Rev. Horace L. Wheeler, a fashionable young clergyman of 
N ewton, Mass., has resigned his pastorate because his congrega
tion would not permit him to dance. 

John Bright, the English·state~man. diEd March 27, aged 77. 
, --Bismarck talks peacefully on theSamoan question. Except in 
the newspapers there have been no serious indications of war. 
--The people of Havana, Cuba, gave Mr. Cleveland an en
thusiastic reception on his arrival, March 23.--The London 
Standard's Shanghai correspondent says: The number of deaths 
caused by the famine in Shantung is appalling. ·Many of the 
inhabitants are committing suicide through despondency, there 
being .still three months to wait for the harvest.--It is under
stood that the French agent at the Vatican, in obedience to in
structions from his go¥.ernment, made it complaint to the pope 
of the support which is given Boulanger by· the French clergy. 
In reply the pope is reported to have said it would be impossible 
for him to interfere in the matter. ,. ., 

HUMANITY'S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 

Charles Bradlaugh, M. P., in the North American Review. 
,Contluded. 

Take the further gain to humanity consequent on the unbe
lief, or rather disbelief, in witchcraft and wizardry. Apart from. 
the brutality by Christians towards those suspected of witchcraft, 
the hindranc~ to scientific initiative or experiment was incalcu
lably great so long as belief in mag,ic obtained. The inventions 
of the past two centuries, and especially those of this nineteenth 
century, might have benefited. mankind much earlier and much 
more largely but fOf'the foolish belief in witchcraft and the shock
ing ferocity exhibited towards those suspected of necromancy. 
After quoting a large number of cases of trial and punishment 
for witchcraft from official records in Scotland, J. M. Robertson 
says: "The people seem to have passed from cruelty to cruelty, 
precisely as they became more and more fanatical, more and 
more devoted to their church, till, after many generations, the 
slow spread of human science began to counteract the ravages of 
superstition, the clergy resisting reason and humanity to the last." 

The Rev. Mr. Minton concedes that it is "the advance of 
knowledge which has rendered the idea of satanic agency, 
through the medium of witchcraft, grotesquely ridiculous." He 
admits that "for more than fifteen hundred years the belief in 
witchcraft \vas universal in Christendom," and that" the public 
mind \vas saturated with the idea of satanic agency in the econ
omy of nature." He adds: "If we ask why the world now re
jects what was once so unquestioningly believed, we can only 
reply that advancing knowledge has gradually undermined the 
belief." 

In a letter recently sent to the Pall Mall Gazette against 
modern Spiritualism, Professor Huxley declares "that the older 
form of the same fundamental delusion-the belief in possession 
and in witchcraft-gave rise, in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven
teenth centuries, to persecutions by Christians of innocent men, 
women, and children, more extensive, more cruel, and more 
murderous than any to which the Christians of the first three 
centuries were subjected by the authoritie~ of pagan Rome." And 
Professor· Huxley adds: 

" No one deserves much blame for being deceived in these matters. 
We are an intellectually handicapped in youth by the Incessant repeti
tion of the stories about possession and witchcraft in both the Old and the 
New Testament. The majority of us are taught nothing which will help 
us to observe accurately, and to interpret observations with due caution." 

The English statute-book under Elizabeth and under James 
was disfigured by enactments against witchcraft passed under' 
pressure from the Christian churches, which acts have Gnly been 
repealed in consequence of. the disbelief in the Christian precept, 
"Thou shalt not suffer a WItch to live." The statute I James 1., 
c. 1'2, con~emned to de~t~ "~1l persons i~~oking any evil spirits, 
or consultmg, covenantmg WIth, entertammg, employing, feed
i~g, or rewar~!ng anr evil spirit," or general~y practicing any 
"mfernal arts. ThIS was not repealed untIl the eighteenth 
century was f~r advanced. Edison's, phonograph would, two 
hundred and eighty years ago, have insured martyrdom for the 
inventor; the utilization of electric force to transmit messages 
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around the world would have been clearly the practice of an in
fernal art. At least, we may plead that unbelief has healed the 
bleeding feet of science and made the road free for her upward 
march. 

Is it not also fair to urge the gain to humanity which has been 
apparent in the wiser treatment of the insane consequent on the 
unbelief in Christian doctrine that these unfortunates were either 
examples of demoniacal possession or of special visitation of 
deity? For centuries, under Christianity, mental disease was 
most ignorantly treated. Exorcism, shackles, and the whip were 
the penalties, rather than the curatives, for mental maladies. 
From the heretical departure of Pinel, at the close of the last 
century, to the position of Maudesley to~day, every step illustrates 
the march of unbelief. Take the gain to -humanity in the un
belief, not 'yet complete, but now largely preponderant, in the 
dogma that sickness, pestilence, and famine were manifestations 
of divine anger, the results of which could neither be avoided 
nor prevented. The Christian churches have done little or noth
ing to dispel this superstition. The official and authorized 
prayers of the principal denominations even to-day reaffirm it. 
Modern study of the laws of health, experiments in sanitary im
provements, more careful application of medical knowledge, 
have proved more efficacious in preventing -or diminishing 
plagues and pestilence than have the intervention ( f the priest or 
the practice of prayer. Those in England who hold the old faith 
that prayer will sufice to cure disease are to-day termed "peculiar 
people," and are occasionally indicted for man-slaughter, when 
their sick children die, because the parents have trusted to God 
instead of appealing to the resources of science. . 

It is certainly clear gain to astronomical science that the 
church which tried to compel Galileo to unsay the truth,has 
been overborne by the growing unbelief of the age, even though 
our little children are yet taught that Joshua made the sun and 
moon stand still, and that for Hezekiah the sun-dial .reversed 
its record. As Buckle, arguing for the morality of skepticism, 
says: 

" As long as men rl!fer the movements of the comets tei the immediate 
finger of God, and as long as they believe that an eclipse is one of the 
modes by which the deity expresses his anger, they will never be guilty of 
the blasphemous presumption of attempting to predict such supernatural 
appearances. Before they could dare to investigate the causes of these 
r.1ysterious phenomena, it is necessary that they should believe, or, at all 
events, that they should sUSipect, that the phenomena themselves were 
capable of being explained by the human mind." 

As in astronomy, so in geology, the -gain of knowledg.e to 
humanity has almost solely in measure' of the rejection of the 
Christian theory, a century since almost universally held, that the 
world was created six thousand years ago, or, at any rate, that by 
the sin of the first man, Adam, death commenced about that 
period. Ethnology and anthropology have only been possible 
in so far as, adopting the regretful words of Sir·W. Jones, "intel
ligent and virtuous persons are inclined to doubt the authenticity 
of the documents delivered by Moses concerning the primitive 
world." 
. Surely it is clear gain to humanity that unbelief has sprung up 
against the divine right of kings; that men no longer believe that 
the monarch is "God's anointed," or that "the powers that be 
are ordained of God." In the struggles for political freedom, 
the weight of the church was mostly thrown on the side of the 
tyrant. The homilies of the Church of England declare that 
"even the wicked rulers have their power and authority from 
God,:' that" such subjects as are disobedient or rebellious against 

-their princes, disobey God and procure their own damnation." 
It can scarcely be necessary to argue to the citizens of the United 
States of America that the origin of their liberties was in the re
jection of this faith in the divine right of George III. Will any 
one, save the most bigoted, contend that it is not certain gain to 
humanity to spread unbelief in th8 terrible doctrine that eternal 
torment is the probable fate of the great majority of the human 
family? Is it not gain to have diminished the faith that it was 
the duty of the wretched and the miserable to be content with 
the lot in life which Providence had awarded them? 

If it stood alon~, it would be almost sufficient to plead, as jus
tification for heresy, the approach towards equality and liberty 
for the utterance of all opinions achieved because of growing un

belief. At one period in Christendom each government acted 
as though only one religions faith could be true, and as though 
the holding, or, Ilt any rate, the making known, of any other 
opinion was a criminal act deserving punishment. Under the 
one word, "Infidel," even -as late as Lord Coke, were classed 
together all who were not Christians, even though they were 
Mohammedans, Brahmans, or Jews. All who did not accept 
the Christian faith were sweepingly denounced as Infidels and, 
therefore, hors de la loz". One hundred and forty-five years since, 
the attorney general, pleading in our highest court, said: "What 
is the definition of an Infidel? \Vhy, one who does nat believe 
in the Christian religion. Then a Jew is an Infidel." And 
English history for sev.eral centuries prior to the Commonwealth 
shows how, habitually and most atrociously, Christian kings, Chris
tian courts, and Christian churches persecuted and harassed these 
infidel Jews. There was a time in England when Jews were 
such Infidels that they were not even allowed to be sworn as 
witnesses. In 1740, a legacy left for establishing an assembly 
for the reading of the Jewish scriptures. was held to be void be
cause it was" for the propagation of the Jewish law in contra
diction to the Christian religion." It is only in very modern 
times that municipal rights have ·been accorded in England to 
Jews. It is barely thirty years since they have been allowed to 
sit in Parliament. In 185 I, the late Mr. Newdegate, in debate, 
objected "that they should have sitting in that House an indi
vidual who regarded our Redeemer as an impostor." Lord Chief 
Justice Raymond 'has shown how it was that Christian intolerance 
was gradually broken down: "A Jew may sue at this day, but 
heretofore he could not; for then they were looked upon as ene
mies, but now commerce has taught the world more humanitv." 
Lord Coke treated the Infidel as one who, in law, had no right 
of any kind, with whom no contract need be kept, to whom no 
debt was payable. The plea of "alien Infidel," as answer to a 
claim, was actually pleaded in court as late as 1737. In a solemn 
judgment Lord Coke says: "All Infidels are, in law, perpefuz' 
z;um.z"cz: for between them, as with the devils whose subjects they 
be, and the Christians, there is perpetual hostility. Twenty years 
ago the law of England required the writer of any periodical, 
publication, or pamphlet under sixpence in price to give sureties 
for eight hundred pounds against the publication of blasphemy. I 
was the last person prosecuted, in 1868, for non-compliance with 
that law, which was repealed by Mr. Gladstone in 1869. Up till 
the 23d of December, 1888, an Infidel in Scotland was only al
lowed to enforce any legal claim in court on condition that, if 
challenged, he denied his Infidelity. If he lied and said that he 
was a Christian, he was accepted, despite his lying. If he told 
the truth and said that he was an unbeliever, then he was practi
cally an outlaw, incompetent to give evidence for himself or for 
any other. Fortunately, all this was changed by the royal assent 
to the Oaths Act on the 24th of December. Has not humanity 
clearly gained a little in this struggle through unbelief? 

For more than a century and a half the Roman Catholic had,' 
in practice, harsher measure dealt out to him by the English 
Protestant Christian than was, even during that period, the fate 
of the Jew or the unbeliever. If the Roman Catholic would not 
take the oath of abjuration, which, to a sincere Romanist, was 
impossible, he was, in effect, an outlaw, and the "jury-packing," 
so much complained of to-day in Ireland, is one of the survivals 
of the old, bad time when Roman Catholics were thus, by law, 
excluded from the jury-box. 

The Scotsman of January 5, 1889, notes that, in 1860, the 
Rev. Dr. Robert Lee, of Greyfriars, gave a course of Sunday 
evening lectures on Biblical Criticism, in which he showed the 
absurdity and untenableness of regarding every word in the Bible 
as inspired, and adds: 

We well remember the awful indignation- such opinions inspired, and 
it is refreshing to contrast them with the calmness with which they are 
now received. Not only from the pulpits of the city, but from the press 
(misnamed religious) were his doctr~s denounced. And one eminent 
U. P. minister went the length of publIcly praying for him, and for the 
students under his care. It speaks volumes for the progress made since 
then, when we think that, in all probability, Dr. Charteris, Dr. Lee's 
successor in the chair, differs, in his teaching, from the Confession of 
Faith much more widely than Dr.Lee ever did, and yet he is considered 
supremely or£hodox, whereas the stigma of heresy was attached to the 
other all his life. 
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And this change and gain to humanity are due to the gradual 
progress of unbelief alike inside and outside the churches. Take, 
from differing churches, two recent illustrations. The late prin
cipal, Dr. Lindsay Alexander, a strict Calvinist, in his important 
work on "Biblical Theology," claims that" all the statements of 
scripture are alike to be deferred to, as presenting to us the 
mind of God." Yet the Rev. Doctor of Divinity also says: "We 
find in their writings [ t". e., in the writings of the sacred authors] 
statements which no ingenuity can reconcile with what modern 
research has shown to be the scientific truth." At the last South
well Diocesan Church-of-England Conference, at Derby, the 

'. bishop of the diocese presiding, the Rev. J. G. Richardson said 
of the Old Testament that" it was no longer honest, or even 
safe, to deny that this noble literature, rich in all the elements of 
moral or spiritual grandeur, given-so the church had always taught 
-and would always teach-under inspiration of Almighty God, was 
sometimes mistaken in its science, was sometimes inaccurate in its 
history, and sometimes relative and accommodatory in its morality. 

, It resumed theories of the physical world which science had aban
doned and could never resume; it contained passages of narrative 
which devout and temperate men pronounced discredited both 
by external and internal evidence; it praised, or justified, or ap
proved, or condoned, or tolerated conduct which the teaching of 
Christ and the conscience of the Christian alike condemned." 
Or-as I should urge-the gain to humanity by unbelief is that 
the" teaching of Christ" has been modified, enlarged, widened, 
and humanized, and that "the conscience of the Christian" is, 
in quantity and quality, made fitter for the ever-increasing ad
ditions of knowledge of these latter and more heretical days. 

CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

DIVINE AND HUMAN. 

We have advanced beyond the idols of the past; but our cen
tury is not without its idolatry. Though we no longer set up a 
piece of carved wood or hammered gold, and worship it as di
vine, we hold that a book is divine. 

When a book is made holv it is time for mankind to abandon 
it. The worst tyrant of earth has been ,vhat men have called 
" divine authority." The right of kings, the right of priests, has 
been a divine right, and the world has been a slave to this lie 
for thousands of years. This age wants what is human; it 
has had enough of what is called divine. The sword of the 
throne, the torture of the church, and the text of the Bible have 
all been used in God's name to rob man of his rights and cheat 
him of his dues. 

It was a line of divine writing that was used to hang witches. 
The Catholic church has killed thousands upon thousands of men, 
women, and children in the name of its God, and legions perished 
during the holy (?) crusadeswith this benediction: "It is the will 
of God," pronounced upon them by their murderers. 
'" A great many who came to help the world have not only been 
baptized in the Jordan of the church, but drowned there. I can
not see that it makes assassination sacred to say grace over your 
victim. 

It will take a great many years to clear the divine name of the 
reproach which Christianity has brought upon it. There is no 
blessing in it to-day for a large part of the world. It is not a 
word to rally men with. . 

I have no objection to hearing the word" God" used in a right 
sense, but it is not food nor medicine. l\ien cannot eat, drink, 
nor wear it. I do not think this word comes very often into 
man's life. \Vhen it is used as a key to what we do not know, 
or offered as an explanation of the' mystery of nature, no moral 
objection can be urged against it, but it cannot be put out to in
terest, and it does not help man to get a living. 

When times are hard, and men are in want, they are told to 
i, trust in God," but this is only confessing that it is of no use to 
trust in man. When men art6yhungry they want something for 
their stomachs, not for their souls; and to refer man to God when 
he is suffering the pangs of hunger is a pious way of helping 
along starvation. I do not know how it is with the rest of man
kind, but for myself the last door that I would knock ~t for some
thing to efl.t, or drink, or wear, expecting assistance, would be 

the door of God. It is the utmost of cruelty to bid those in want 
to depend upon Providence. It is the last insult of religion. 

Let us tell the truth! Providence has no hand to help us, no 
arm to reach us, no way to come to our relief. He is neither 
"butcher, baker, nor candlestick maker;" in other words, he is 
nothing that man should be. 

I do not like the word" Providence." It is a mean, shuffling 
word, underneath which man hides his coldness, his cruelty,~ his 
inhumanity. I would like to see the man that ever got any satis
faction out of Providence. I would like to see the person that 
ever sat at the table of Providence and had enough to eat. Of 
course the church will say: "Man does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God." A 
bills of fare with only " the words that proceed out of the mouth 
of God" for a dinner or a supper, would have no more temptation 
for a Christian than for an unbeliever. There is no use to mis
represent the matter. The truth is, if man gets down, man must 
help him up, or he will never get up; if man is starving, unless 
his brother man feed him, he will never be fed. Angels are not 
running cooking schools to-day, nor is bread made in heaven 
and given away on earth. There are no ravens engaged in car
rying food to the Elijahs of this century. The word "Providence" 
is made to cover a multitude of selfishness, and it is time that 
men ceased to hide behind the name of a God to excuse th
lack. of sympathy and charity. The meanest God that man has 
ever made is this deity called Providence. He is the God of dis
appointment-a divine deception. L. K. WASHBURN. 

WAS JESUS THE MESSIAH? 

The following is condensed from one of a series of articles 
from the pen of the Hebrew scholar Rabbi Wise, editor of the 

. American Israelite, entitled" A Defense of Judaism vs. Proselyt
ing Christi ani ty:" 

The Christian church believes that the sixty-six chapters of 
Isaiah were written by the and the same Isaiah. And yet 
the Same church which reads these unequivocal declarations of 
the prophet against all kinds of polytheism, trinitarianism, ami 
any and every kind of redeemers or saviors, points almost exclus
ively to the same Isaiah-and this is done in the gospels-for 
oracles that predicted the miraculous birth, life, work, and death 
of Jesus Christ. Those good people, clinging to their subject
ive knowledge, have no idea. how paganized they are in theory 
and practice, and how self-contradictory their allegations are, 
whenever they attempt to prop the evangelical story by pas
sages from the Old Testament. But we, who labor not under 
the burden of that subjective knowledge, consider it an irrevoca
ble truism that the prophet Isaiah could not possibly intend by 
any ~f.his prop.hecies to predict the coming of any son of god, 
any dlvme meSSIah or supernatural redeemer or savior, person of 
the trinity, or any other superhuman being. 

Isaiah (chapt. vi) and Ezekiel (chapt. i) describe their sublime 
visions of the "Throne of Glory." They inform us that they 
saw there seraphim, cherubim, etc., all in the plural number
poetical figures with \vings of fantastic shapes, colors, and move
ments. But they saw no son of God anywhere. If such a con': 
ception had ever been in their minds, they would have seen it in 
their prophetical visions just then and there. If they did not 
see him, we certainly could not. William Gesenius and other 
Christian expounders of Isaiah, Psal~s, and other such books, 
have given up the idea of finding messianic predictions in those 
books, but the conversionist has his own canon of exegesis ·and 
clings to old errors because he can do no better. If Isaiah for 
instance, did not predict that particular messiah, there not ~nly 
exis!s no biblical proofs that he was a messiah at all, but the gos
pel Itself must contain at least as many errors as it has references 
to th~t pro.I?het. . I; 

IsaIah VIl, 14, IS translated m the English Bibles "Behold a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall c~l1 his name 
Ema~uel.". In Matthew i,. 23, it reads, "Behold a virgin shall 
be WIth chIld, and shall bnng forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emanuel." This! says Matthew, refers to the son of Mary, 
although none before hIm nor any of the gospel writers after him 
ever understood it so; none referred to this supposed prophecy 
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beside5 Matthew; and, what is still more surprising, Jesus knew 
nothing of this miracle, never refers to it, and calls his mother, 
vulgarly, "woman," and Mary also evinces no knowledge of it, 
and calls him Joseph's son (Luke ii, 48-50). 

If we say that but two words in the translation of that verse 
are correct, we do not exaggerate. Let us see: 

Ha-Almah does not mean" a virgin;" it means the maiden, 
or this young woman. 

Harah does not mean "shall conceive;" it means she is with 
child, as is evident from the parallel p3.ss3.ge, Genesis xvi, I I ; 

hence she was no virgin. . 
Vetoledeth is not in the future tense; it is the present partici

ple, feminine gender; not" she shall b~l.r a son;" it means (as 
the next verb proves) "and thou (woml.n) bearest a son" (n)w 
or shortly hereafter). 

Vekahth does not mean" and she shall call;" it means" thou 
(woman) callest his name." 

Emanuel is not Jesus; he is not called so anywhere. The 
triJ,nslator, following Matthew, makes that verse all in the third 
person, while the whole verse is actually second person feminine. 
A woman standing before him is addressed by the prophet, as 
also the situation there in Isaiah shows. Ahaz the king of Ju
dah is threatened with an invasion of his capital by the kings of 
Israel and Syria, which was about ten to twelve years prior to the 
fall of Samaria. Ahaz wants to c:lll to his assistance Tiglath 
Pile3er, king of Assyria, and did fim.lly do so, which the prophet 
Isaiah justly opposes, because he dreaded the invasion of Pales
tine by that warlike king and nation, and his apprehension proved 
to be well grounded, for a few years later Assyria overthrew the 
kingdom of Israel, and Sanherub would have captured Jerusalem 
if he had not lost his army under its walls. A.ll this is clearly 
sketched in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles. Isaiah tries to dissuade 
King Ahaz from his scheme of purchasing the assistance and in
vasion by the Assyrian, and tells King Ahaz that God gives him 
a sign, that both countries which now distress him and threaten 
him with invasion will be depopulated. And that sign which 
the orophet gives him, that those kings will not conquer his land, 
according to Matthew, should come to pass more than 700 years' 
later! Is not this too absurd? Therefore the paSS:lge reads l1s 
said: A young woman, perhaps the queen, being in an advanced 
stage of pregnancy, standing before them, the prophet says: "This 
woman will give birth to a son" -and this was the sign-whom 
she might call Emanuel," God with us," for he will not permit 
those two kings to conquer this country. 

The irrefutable proof for this cO;lception of the matter is the 
beginning of Isaiah viii, where it is narrated that the S:lme sign 
was given before two high-ranked witne~ses, as the king refused 
the prophet a sign. Then follow the prophecies, viii, 4, the same 
as in vii, 16. Then, viii, 18, he refers to both cases, that the 
signs given had been fulfilled literally, as predicted; therefore his 
prophecies are to be believed in preference to the necromancers 
and sorcerers that most likely advised the king contrary to Isaiah's 
predictions. . 

In the same connection a number of oracles follow after each 
other, all in reference to the Assyrian invasion. King Ahaz di~
obeyed the prophet, sent an embassy with heavy sums of money 
to Tiglath Pileser (2 Kings xviii, 8, 9), who invaded Syria and 
decimated it. Now, the prophet announces his oracles as to the 
consequences of this invasion, which will not end with the over
throw of the two kingdoms of Israel and Syria, hitherto Judah's 
protection agfl,inst Assyria, but Judah also will be invaded and 
hard pressed by the enemy, whose friendship King Ahaz bought 
so dearly; but Judah will not perish, it will be saved by the suc
cessor of King Ahaz, the then crown prince Hezekiah, in refer
ence to whom he says what the English version renders: For unto 
us a child will be born, a son will be given, and the government 
shall be on his shoulders, and his name shall be called W onder
ful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace." 

This, .of course, accordin~ to Matthew, m ust refer to the· mes
siah that should come 700 to 750 years after thlt, although the 
prophet always speaks of the present distress, and of one who 
s~ould deliver Judah from the power of the invader (Sanherub). 

The whole, however, is another abuse and misrepresentation 

of scriptures for dogmatic purposes. The verbs are in the abso
lute past tense, can only be translated in the past tense;" a child 
was born to us, a son was given to us;" they can refer only to a 
p~rson born long before those words were spoken, and cannot be 
tortured to refer to one to be born 700 years later. . 

To whom did the prophet refer? To one who will take the 
government upon his shoulder, which could only be the crow n 
prince Hezekiah, who was then from twenty-three to twenty-five 
years old. He, the prophet believed, will change the pernicious 
and God-defying policy of his father, Ahaz. He will be heir to 
the destructive consequences of his father's policy; the Assyrians 
will invade, overrun, and distress the land, but by the merits and 
piety of this prince the country will be saved at last, and then he 
will be called "Wonderful." "Vhy will he be called so? Be
cause he will be tea mighty strong counsellor" (in time of national 
distre3s), "master of the booty" (in tim e of war), and a prince ofH 

peace" (after the invader shall have been expelled). The Eng
lish translators bring out "counsellor and mighty god," contrary 
to the sense and spirit of the whole Bible, which never calls any 
man a god; contrary.also to good grammar and the Massoreti~ 
accents. 

So frail are all the references of the New Testament to the Old, 
where the attempt is made to prop Christology by the oracles of 
the old prophets in Israel. If you even admit their unreasona
ble construction of those passages, it proves nothing in favor of 
the messiah that it does not also in favor of Alexander the Great; 
who was a son of Ap011o, or any other Roman or Greek who 
was a son of some God, as cases of that kind were not rare, even 
in the time when Ma.ry conceived of the Holy Gh03t, as you can 
see by J03ephus (Antiq. xviii, iii, 4) in the story of P,tulina and 
Dicius Mundus in the time of the Emperor Tiberius; and before 
that Olympus was full of gods enamored of beautiful women. 
There is no reason whatever why Almah must refer to Mary and 
not to some other damsel selected by some God as his earthly 
bride. The hero of Isaiah ix,S, may just as well be Simon the 
Maccabee, Agrippa 1., or, by a little stretch of the exeg-etie canon, 
C~sar, Charlemagne, Napoleon I., the late Emperor William, the 
present emperor of Austria, the king of Italy, some emperor of 
China, or a sultan of Zanzibar. 

THE GREAT MAN, JOSEPH COOK. 

Strolling about over the Union as I have for the past four 
months, I have had the pleasure of seeing and communing with 
a number of men, all prominent in some line, and thinking that 
their personal appearance as it struck me might be of interest to 
the reader, I have reluctantly consented to write some impres
sions of a few under the general title of "Eminent Men Whom I 
Have Saw." 

Joseph Cook, as the greatest man we have on the face of the 
earth to-day, according to calculations made by himself, would 
naturally come first. .He is a grand man, engaged in thinking 
thoughts aJI the time, of which he is the theme. He occasionally 
takes a day off, during which he curses the newspapers in an 
earnest way, and then he goes back to hover over his porcelain 
nest-egg of thought. 

Joseph Cook might have a good deal of fl,1n if he would just 
oversee the universe daytimes and let some one else do it at 
night, but the slightest irregularity in the habits of a planet will 
bririg Joe out of bed in an instant. He worries all the time for 
fear that a new-laid planet will wa~1der away into the brush and 
get lost. 

He dreads to die, not so much on his own account, but be
cause he wants to be spared to those who are so poorly prepared 
to get along without him. 

\Vhen he is colicky and fretful, it is not that he cares a cent 
about it personally, but because he is all the time afraid to die 
and leave the universe in the hands of the creator. He has been 
accustomed for so long to go around with a long-nosed oil can 
searching for a hot journal in the solar system that he actually be
lieves himself to be largely responsible for atmospheric condi
tions and astronomical phenomena.-Bill Nre. 

ATTENTION is called to the advertisement of "Yone Santo" on 
the last page of this paper. 
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IS MODERN CIVILIZATION A FAILURE? 

This question.is important on account of the claim of the 
Catholic church, that she has been the best friend of the poor, 
as well as on account of the position of Henry George. Before 
quoting him, however, I must express my sincere gratitude for 
his noble efforts to suppress the purchase of votes, and protect 
the poor against a tariff which taxes them in order to make 
owners of mines and factories rich. I am sorry to have been 
supposed to attack him ina sentence which refers only to Social
ists and Trades-Unionists, and does not mention his name. If 
what I did say of him was incorrect, full justice has been done 
him bvothercontributors. I do not see, however, that I have 
anything to take back, especially as "Progress and Poverty" 
says, 'e We must make land common property" and ,e confiscate 
rent" (in other words, "that part of the produce which accrues 
to the owners of land or other natural capabilities by virtue of 
their ownership), "put all taxes on the value of land," and make 
no compensation to the land owners on whom all taxation would 
fall (PP.295, 402, 148, 392, 329, and 384).. I am told that I 
ought not to call this unjust until I study the book; but how long 
would a woman have to study the Bible before she could tell if 
she ought to be in subjection to her husband? The only way to 
know if either of these holy. books. is infallible is to compare its 
assertions with historical facts and moral laws. e, Progress and 
Poverty" is a chain of arguments; and we test a chain by trying 
to break a link. I care much less about the prophecy that own
ing land in com mon will remove pauperism (p. 4 I 4) than I 
do about the fact that it has not been able, after many centuries, 
to do so in either India or Russia. What it did for people in the 
middle ages\ve shall see presently. 

The title" Progress and Poverty" is expanded into assertions 
"that material progress does not merely fail to relieve poverty
it actually produces it," makes it take" a darker aspect," and h'as 
a tendency" to still further depress the condition of the lowest 
class," and that one Ie would make an infinitely better choice" 
in preferring to be born a foreign savage rather than among the 
lowest classes in Great Britain (pp. 7, 8; 9, and 257). We are 
also told that among the elements of material progress are" im
provements in knowledge, education, government, police, man
ners, and morals, so far as they increase in power of producing 
wealth." The whole view so far resembles Rousseau's, which is 
said to have been calculated to make men want to go on all 
fours, that I am glad to see that it is sustained by no better evi
dence than this: "As the result of much investigation, Hallam 
says he is cOll\.'inced that the wages of manual labor were greater 
in amoun tin England during the middle ages than they are 
now." If we take the last word literally, we must suppose that 
Hallam communicated through some Spiritualist medium; as he 
died twenty years before the book was copyrighted. Probably 
we -have only a reminiscence of a passage in his" Middle Ages" 
(published eighty-one years ago) about the buying of bread and 
meat by farm-hands, at a time when wheat was more t~an twice 
as dear as at present, and all wages lower. And here Hallam 
admits an iniportant fact, which seems to me to be set aside ar
bitrarily On page 8, namely, that the poor have been much bene
fiited by new inventions and reductions in the price of manu
factured articles. . 

In the middle ages there were no street-lamps, side-walks, pub
lic schools, railroads, steamers, street-cars, stoves, chimneys, 
wooden. floors, post-offices, fire-engines, sewers, sewing machines, 
matches, savings banks, or newspapers. Such clothing as a 
modern tramp would take as a gift was a luxury for the rich and 
noble, as were .glass windows, clocks, watches, books, meriical 
skill, white bread, meat at this season, fresh fish-except on the 
coast-most of our fruits and choice vegetables, pepper, and 
other spices. Authors who wrote seven hundred years ago tell 
us of charities bywhich "poor persons were plentifully fed, each 
having a loaf and two herrings." This was in Lent, when eating 
almost anything else was at the risk of one's life, unless he could 
afford to buy an indulgence. Capital punishment for this offen1-e 
was inflicted in Catholic countries as late as the last century. In 
the beginning of the twelfth century we read ~hat in England 
during nineteen years, the rich men "plundered'~,nd burned all, 

the towns;' that well thou mighest go a whole day's journey and 
never shouldst thou find a man ,sitting in' a. town, nor the land 
tilled. Then wascom dear, and flesh, and cheese, and butter. 
\Vretched men starved of htinger." At that time laborers were 
generally serfs; and the poor had no more protection from the 
laws against cruelty and lust than if they had been slaves. During 
the middle ages life was only' half as long on the average as at 
presellt; famine was frequent; war went on perpetually; and 
pestilence found it easy to sweep away one-third of the population. 
Less than five hundred years ago travelers found the English 
peasants living in huts with walls of uncemented stone, and no 
floor, chimney, or windows, and with only a bull's hiJe for a door. 
Their food was mainly peas and coarse meal; for many of them 
never ate bread. Tramps were numerous in the sixteenth century, 
when they were whipped, branded, sold into slavery, and even 
hung. Mr. George himself says that a man was obliged to work 
a whole week, three hundred years ago, to bny a bushel of wheat. 
How much worse off people were in England a century later, 
especially in prisons, than at present, Macaulay has shown plainly. 
Wages there have risen about fifty per cent., and prices falleh 
another fifty since the reform of the tariff in 1846. In not one 
of the fifteen years, of which the last. was 1885. were there so 
many vagrants arrested in London as in 183 I; while the popula
tion of England became twic~ as great. The Encyclopedia 
Britannica ~hows that one-eigh~eenth of the English were paupers 
in 1846, but thirty years afterward3 it was only one-thirty-third. 
Thomas Paine, near the conclusion of the" Rights of Man," es
timates that, a hundred years ago, when there were few factories 
in England, and much less of material progress than at present, 
one-fifth of the people were unable to support themselves without 
charity. This would make the proportion of pauper:) to popu
lation ahout six times as large as it is'to-day. 

The French nobles in the last century were allowed to shoot 
down mechanics for sport, drive over children in the street, and 
take women from their husbands by force; while the peasants 
s~arved in trying to live on grass. Our own workingmen are far 
better off than those in less free and enlightened ages and lands. 
Qur pauperism is largely due either to immigration or to our 
giving too much money to beggars and too little attention to in
dustrial education and other reforms which have actually proved 
beneficial. 

Thus I feel bound to stand up for modern civilization and free 
institutions, as blessings tq all our people, and most so to the 
poor. I have written freely because I know that loyalty to the 
Liberal cause requires us t.o insist on the real worth of the world 
and age in which we live. There is my faith. 

. FRED. MAY, HOLLAND. 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

The trial of Kerr drags on. No one pays the slightest atten
tion to it, as no one expects a convietion. District Attorney Fel
lows has turned the case over to three boys in his office to con
tend with Judge Noah Davis, the. best' lawyer in this state, and 
Colonel Ingersoll. Davis is attending to the la\v part of the trhl, 
and Ingersoll will doubtless do the summing up. At the time 
J ol1n R. Fellows was running for the office he now occupies, 
there was an ugly rumor in circulation that Kerr contributed 
$100,000 for Fellows's campaign. We simply repeat the rumor. 
We know nothing about it. We have, however, nothing but 
contempt for Fellows. A man who gambles, gives his note for 
his losses, and then pleads the gambling act,we consider a cur. 
'With gentlemen, a gambling debt is a debt of honor; as sacred as 
the chastity of his wife, but with this Arkansas traveler it "'as oth
erwise. We cannot exactly reconcile Davis and Ingersoll's 
attempt to shield a criminal from punishment for a retainer with 
justice. I don't believe there is a man in this city who does not 
believe that Kerr is guilty of bribery. I don't believe either of 
them believes he is innocent. If he e£capes Sing Sing it will be 
owing to them. The state will be defrauded of its just due by 
the connivance of these men, if he is acquitted. Has a lawyer 
the moral right to cheat the state, by aiding a criminal to escape 
just p~nishment? If I aid a criminal to escape from the juris
diction of the court, I shall De punished. Why has a lawyer more 
rights than a layman? I mean moral rights. 

http:question.is
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The deeper the market stand is probed, the nastier it grows. 
Our city comptroller, ~eyers, is not in an enviable position. He 
seems anxious to cover up this rascality. No reputable market 
man was able to secure a stand in this new market with pay for 
it.' Who got this money? Some of it has been traced into the 
comptroller's office. I don't think anyone suspects Meyers of tak
ing it, but he seems determined to shield the men who did take 
it. Meyers is a red-headed Jew, whose reputation was a. little 
soiled by a business transaction some· years ago. Somehow he 
was forced on the Democratic party by County Democracy. Young 
Nicoll is the special counsel for the. corporation department, 
and is showing his usual ability and energy. 

There is an investigation going on at Albany, which is going 
to hurt a 'good . many politicians of both parties. Speaker Cole 
is severely wounded. The committee he appointed ,,:ere evi
dently not appointed for their fitness to superintend such work, 
but for their pull on their parties. There was a steal.. The ceil
ing of the assembly hall was not constructed according to the con
tract. This committee knew this and permitted it. The con
tractor has skipped. The committee appointed by the assembly 
to investigate this business has employed Clarence Seward as its 
counsel. No man is better equipped for such work than Mr. 
Seward. He has had great experience in this line. 

The early spring has given our merchants a good trade. Col
lections, however, are poor. The small crops of wheat and the 
low price of corn have left the West poor.. There is reported to 
be a little bettcr feeling in the iron trade, but. there is a decided 
weak feeling in coaL The mild winter ha~ left the coal compa
nies with large supplies on hand. Either there must be a reduc
tion in production, or a reduction in price. There seems to be 
no good reason for bulling the coal stocks. \Vall street is stu
pidly dull. The public has boycotted it. The bears attempted 
to make capital out of. the flurry in Paris, but it "did not work." 

New York, March 13, 1889. EUDORUS. 

AMONG THE IGNORANT SINCERE. 

A reader of FREETHOUGHT, strolling about the city, fell among 
the Salvationists, and thus relates what happened to him: 

I went into the hall and took a front seat. It is the first time 
I h3.ve taken the front seat in anything for yelTs. By the time 
the services began- the hall was very well filled. Behind me sat 
an old man who, from time to time, uttered a fervent and sin
cere" Bless the Lord;" and three or four seats further back was 
a young man who shouted" Glory," in season and out. Songs 
were sung which justified eminent1y the epigram of Voltaire, to 
the effect that "that which is too foolish to be said, is sung." 
\Veak-voiced confessions were then indulged in by several of the 
audience. Some must have been exceedingly funny, for the 
preacher and those who were with him on the dais, smiled ap
preciatively. Some benevolent power, probably foreseeing that 
I should be a witness of such an affair as I am describing, com
passionately weakened my hearing a year or so in advance, so I 
was spared. The finale was approaching. The man in gray 
asked that 'all those who felt they were saved should come for
ward. The small number of those who.remained after this re-

o 0quest must have saddened his Satanic majesty somewhat. 
Another demand that all who wanted to be saved step forward, 
lessened still more the number of old Nick's victims. The devil 
was certainly getting the worst of it. Poor fellow I I, at least, 
did not desert him. Seeing that there were still a few unregen
erated left, some of the saved ones set to work to bring them to a 
realization of the horrible state they were in. I was leaning lan
guidlyon my right hand when the young man who had made 
himself so conspicuous by shouting" glory" approached me, bent 
down, and \vhispered something in my ear. Surprised, nay, 
dumfounded, I thought that "Infidel" and "damnation" were so 
clearly written on my brow that I would escape all attempts of 
this kind. After I had recovered somewhat I answered. 

"Louder," I said. 
1\1r. Glory repeated, but again I failed to hear him. 
cc Louder," I answered .. 
,. Are ~u a Christian ?" he shrieked, nearly bursting an artery. 
cc No," politely. 

CC Do you want to be one ?" softly. 
cc Eh ?" 
" Do you want to be one ?" fortissimo. 
cc No," socially. 
"Why not?" 
I madea rather lame reply. 
" Don't you want to be saved?" he asked next. 
,. From what ?" 
cc Going to hell. That's where all like you will go." 
"Why?" 
" Because you are a sinner." 
" How do you know?" 
" I know it." 
I was in a fair way to succumb to such irresistible logic, when 

he began on another tack. 
"God says that we are all sinners. He says that you are a liJ.r; 

that I am aliar." 
"He's another," I answered, brilliantly resorting to t!le Itt 

quoque argument. 
He repeated the charge, and I was wondering whether I ought 

not to spill his gore, even though he was only Jehovah's proxy. 
But I am nothing if not civilized, besides which the humorous 
side of the affair could not possibly escape me. I asked the 
young spouter to show me the passage in which the Infinite 
Pound-master classed me with Ananias. He looked in vain, 
but pounced upon a verse to the effect that I had made him out 
a liar. As this was just what I had done, I was, of course, highlv 
satisfied. I next declared, in my usual molest manner, that I 
was about as virtuous a fellow as I had ever inct and could not, 
therefore, understand why belief in the "H:JJy Q leer" was nec
essary to my salvation. Mr. Glory replied that there were many 
,things I could not understand, except by faith. " The Lord is 
infinite, and you are finite." Of course this argument was a 
boomerang, and I made the proper use of it. Seeing that I was 
incorrigible, he withdrew, much to my relief. 

Now for reflection: I am of the opinion that where the lowest 
class is concerned, Freethought has no show as against ortho
doxy. A divine avenger and rewarder appeals powerfully to the 
ignorant mind, which is incapable of comprehending systems 
founded upon pure reason. "Education is the remedy," say 
many. But how are the children of our modern helots to obtain 
it if, as soon as they are able to walk, they are sent out into the 
streets, or to the workshops, to earn the salt with which to sprin
kle the family mess of potatoes? 

Each of us has his Dido's ox-hide-too often an ass-hide
within whose limits we flatter ourselves to have gathered every
thing that will conduce to plenty, morality, and knowledge. No 
one' remedy, however, will replace want with plenty, brutality 
with humanity, vice with virtue, and ignorance with knowledge. 

A multiplicity of causes brought about the "miseries of exist
ence," although it is quite possible they may be all em braced in 
the one word, Ignorance, as Buddha taught. PANL'RGE. 

FRIENDS in want of young trees should read the advertisement 
of Clark Bros., nurserymen. 

. W. F. JAlIIIESON has two invitations to debate in Iowa. All let
ters addressed to his home P. 0., Coryell~ Col., will be forwarded, 
as he expects to be H on the wing" all summer. His route is 
eastward. Liberals in Iowa, Illinois. Ohio, and further east, are 
invited to correspond with him with reference to lectures and 
debates. 

A LIST and dates of W. S. Bell's lectures in Oregon is as fol
lows: June 20, Ashland; 21, Talent; 22, Jacksonville; 23, Myr
tle Creek; 24, ,Roseburg; 26, Coos County. July 5, Eugene 
City; 6. Coburg; 7, Lebanon; 8, Corvallis; 9, Stayton; 10, 

Scotts Mills; I I, Silverton; 14, DJ.yton; 15, McMinnville; 17" 
Nor:h Yamhill; 18, McCoy; 19, BJ.l1s:on; 20, Forest Grove; 23, 

Hillsboro; 25. Portland. August I, Oregon City; 4, New Era; 
6, Canby; 7, Molalla; 9, Union l\Iills. 

A SUBSCRIBER has 320 acres of School land in Napa county, Ca1., 
which he would like to dispose of at a reasonable figure. Inquirers 
will please address H A. G. W.," this office, 
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The San Jose Churoh of Humanity. 
To the Editors of Freethought: 

As the" Church of Humanity" deserves more than a passing notice, 
I will give a detailed account of its workings; but first let me correct 
one statement in your notice in FREETHOUGHT, March 9. You mention 
Mr. Ravlin as "a clergyman who recently drifted away from his ortho
dox moorings in San Diego." N. F. Ravlin was for five years pasto~ in 
high standing in the First Baptist church of San Jose. Under his minis
trations the church was very prosperous and became the most popular 
church in San Jose, but during all this time the clear-sighted ones could 
see that he was "drifting away from his orthodox moorings," and when 
the time came that he cut loose, and was fairly launched on the vast 
ocean of progr.:!ssive thought, no pastor in this city held a higher place in 
the esteem and hearts of his people. I shall never forget the last morn
ing that he stood before his congregation. He did not do as most minis
ters do, play upon the feelings of his people before uttering his last 
farewell, but when the choir arose to sing the closing hymn and broke 
down in tears at the third word, the pent-up feelings of pastor and peo
ple burst forth, and there were but few dry eyes in that house. Finding 
that the church would not allow freedom ot thought or speech, too 
honest to assume what he did not feel, he turned his back on all that 
stood in the way of progress. During the past three years his experienc;es 
have been varied, at many times exceedingly trying, but never for a 
moment has he swerved from his purpose or regretted that he has been 
true to his convictions. Now he has returned to the very spot where he 
broke loose from his fetters. He says: "MyoId conceptions and I have 
parted company forever. I could never return to them any more than I 
could to the cradle in which my mother rock::!d me. I have never been 
so happy before, and I do not admit for one minute that I am less useful. 
If there are any that think I have backslidden, they will find, if there 
has been any sliding, it has been forward, not back. In proportion as 
people are intelligent they drift away from sectarianism. You cannot 
cramp the expanded soul. We are blamed because we do not remain 
children; that we grow to manly stature. We grow as naturally as the 
seed germinates and springs up. We have left old conditioll3 forever; 
it is impossible to return to old ways of thinking, to the servitude of the 
past, to fetters and bonds:" 

I have said more about Mr. Ravlin than I had intended, but it will 
give you a faint idea of the man whom we are proud and happy to have 
secured as a speaker for the Church of Humanity. At the organization 
meeting the following preamble and resolution were adopted: 

"Whereas, There are a great many people in this city who are non
attendants upon the services of any church; and 

"Whereas, It is impossible for these people to accept the commonly 
received beliefs of Christendom without doing violence to their sob.!r 
reason, their enlightened judgment, and their honest convictions; and 

"Whereas, It is the desire of many to meet together for mutual im
provement, to cultivate the intellectual and spiritual faculties, and to en
courage one another to every good word and work; and 

"Whereas, It is important to vindicate and reaffirm the right of private 
judgment, the freedom of speech, and to maintain an open door for the 
promulgation of Freethought; and 

"\Vhereas, Much moreefl"ective work can be done in the cause of Hu
manity by co-operation and association; therefore, 

"Resolved, That we do now proceed to organize a society, to be known 
as the' Church of Humanity,' by the election of proper officers, and the 
appointment of committees. 

The officers elected were, as you have stated, O. F. Alley, president; 
J. W. Miler, vice-president; Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, secretary, and Dr. 
Bentley, treasurer. The following committees were appointed: 

Committee on constitution and by-laws, Mrs. L. Champion, W. W. 
Battles, N. F. Ravlin; committee on enrollment, Mrs. P. A. Simons, 
Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, William Foss; committee on finance, \Villiam 
McMeekin, L. Srimton, William Foss; committee on music and enter
tainment, R. H. Schwartz, Wm. McMeekin, H. A. Crawford; commit
tee on relief, Mrs. J. J. Crawford, Dr. Helen J. Underwood, Mrs. D. M. 
Woodbury, W. D. Pollard, L. S. Orcutt, O. F.- Alley. A floral commit
tee is to -be added. 

A series of socials are to be given. Everything is moving on swim
mingly. -Never was so much interest manifested in a movement in this 
city. Nothing has ever happened here that is hurting the church element 
as this; many of our prominent citizens are taking an active part, and 
there is no doubt that this Church of Humanity is going to be the grand
est power that has ever existed in the state. 

In the evening, at the California Theatre, Mr. Ravlin defined the mis
sion of his new organization, as you have it published in FREETHOUGHT 
of March 16. Thus has been inaugurated the first" Church of Huma~
ity" in the world. It covers the whole field. It embraces everything 
that p.!rtains to humanity; there is room upon its ,platform for the whole 
world-" no creed, no dogmas, and perfect liberty of thought." 

MRS. R. H. SCHWARTZ. 

Professor Seymour On the Trail. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
Our next place for lectures was Columbia, four miles north from Sonora, 

w here we found the remains of what was once a populous mining city of 
10,000 or more people, but now numb~ring only a few hundred. There 
are still quite a number of fine brick business houses, but very little busi
ness is don~. It seems like walking the halls of the Montezumas, so 
deserted are the streets, and dilapidated the buildings. We found a fine 
hotel-the Cor:lin House-which also contained a good opera hall where 
we gave four lectures to very fair audiences. 

Col~mbla is in a little valley,very beautifully-located, with" lovely" 
sloping hills surrounding it. Ten thousand acres, more or less, have been 
dug over for gold until it looks 'like some immense city of the dead. 
Huge limestone and- marble rocks, varying in height from ten to forty 
feet, almost cover the ground, in some directions, as far as the eye can 
reach. A few men are still here, crawling around between, and digging 
under these huge slones hunting for the" root of all evil." These huge 
rocks, before the discovery of the" dust," were covered with a rich, red 
soil, but the gold hunter has washed every panful of it over and over 
again and sent it down the flumes to the valleys and bay below. To look 
over these fields of desolation and ruin reminds one of the exhumed city 
of Pompeii. Men have often come in here to the banks with seventy-five 
to one hundred pounds of gold dust which they sold at prices varying 
from $16 to $19 per ounce. No small fortune that! Huge iron pipes, a 
foot vr more in diameter, run around among the rocks and up over high 
hills and bluffs, looking like immense black serpents crawling over the 
country. These pipes bring, from forty miles further up the country, 
the precious water that washes out the gold, irrigates the gardens and 
orchards, and fills the water troughs. Right here, where so many mill
ions of wealth have been taken out~ I heard and saw more poverty and 
cry of hard times than in any place I have visited in the state. 

From Columbia we descended some two thousand feet by a road cut in 
the side of the mountain to Parrot's Ferry, across the Stanislaus river, 
which I could have waded most any where but which I had the pleasure 
of paying 75 cents to be ferried o;'er. The scenery here is magnificent 
and grand in the extreme. As we climbed the mountain on the northern 
side of the river we came soon to the Kiota Creek, where we left our 
team tied to a tree and decended some thousands of feet to V1ew one of 
the greatest curiOSIties of nature-a natural bridge over the Kiota Creek, 
varying in height above the rushing torrent from twelve to forty feet. 
This bridge covers the creek for a distance of two hundred and forty feet 
up and down the stream, while on its under side it has all the appearance 
of a cave. An" old bach," a splendid specimen of the genus homo, by 
the name of Barnes, has owned and lived here for thirty years and made 
quite a palace of this cave under the bridge. He has erected a dam 
some ten or twelve feet high just above the bridge to stop the big boulders 
from" floating" down into his" den;" also another dam right under the 
middle of the bridge, which forms a beautiful waterfall and cascade. The 

'roof of this cavern, which is the under side of the 'bridge, is covered with 
,formations-stalactites, etc.-wonderful to behold. This is a favorite 
camping-place for thousands who come here every summer to rest awhile 
from business. The "old bach" is about as much of a curiosity as his 
cave, or bridge-his house is always open and latch-string -hanging out. 
Once when he came home, after a short absence, he found pinned to his 
door the following original poem, evidently penned by some fair damsel 
of uncertain age, who would like to share his love and cave: 

I say, old Bach, why don't you match 
With some Calaveras maiden fair, 

If just for you she might come, too, 
Ani dwell here in your lonely lair? 

The life you lead must be sad, indeed, 
. Compelled to sleep by yourself alone; 

Now don't think twice, take my advice, 
And ask some maid to share your hom:. 
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The,":, old bach" answered as follows: 

Good wives are very hard to find, 
And, what is harder still, 

The cash is what the women want
A want that's hard to fill~ 

Show me the girl with cash 'in bank, 
With plenty there for two, 

Then she can have this poor old crank, 
His cave, and home, anu body too. -L. A. BARNES. 

I founq ~lr, Barnes, a Freethinker who says he is as happy as a "quail 
on toast," and expects to live and die right here. lIe has a fine head 
and a merry eye that twinkles with a true business air when he calls for 
his regular 50 cents for showing this really great wonder of California. 

D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Organize and Incorporate. 

10 tlu Editors of Frutllotlglzt: 
I see by your valuable paper that Professor Herbert Miller is about to 

inaugurate a series of Liberal meetings in your beautiful city. Always 
when I see such announcements made, I feel that the interest attending 
the bringing together o( Liberals for merely talk is not sufficient in
ducement to be of IQng duration. Myself and others at one time, some 
forty years ago, organized in the city of New York what we called the 
Independent Order of Liberals. We made it a benefit society. At one 
time we had several hundred dollars in funds, and even at that, the in~ 
terest looking us in the face, we could not keep up our organization. 
Organize, organize, and come together, not only to talk, but to help one 
another, and prep~re such organization, under legislative enactment, to 
receive and hold donations of such persons as Mr. Courtlandt Palmer,. 
whose eyes might have been opened to such a course of proceeding had 
there been an opportunity offered. Yours truly, P. H. FOSTER. 

Babylon, L. I., March 9, 1889. 

COMPETITION AND, CO·OPERATION. 

From a Letter. 

If the millions of money, and the months and years of time 
that have been lost in strikes and lock-outs in recent decades
thus keeping up the wage system and competition, without 
thought of a better system-had been thrown into the one single 
and simple direction of the co-operative colony, by starting as 
many such colonies as the funds so wasted (or not much better) 
could have enabled the workmen to start, then this country would 
have already entered the era of the new civilization, which, never
theless. is as certain to come as to-morrow's sunrise; but which 
coming is delayed because those most interested in it-the mill
ions of wage workers-do not as yet see the path, and that the 
onlY path, tha~ lies before them, leading to truly free and dignified 
labor. 

It is idle to look to politics alone, and the multiplication of 
laws, for an escape from the labor troubles. Thirty·eight states 
and a national congress are piling up new laws at a surprising 
rate each year. Eleven thousand bills were presented to the 
House of Representatives in the recent session of Congress, only 
three thousand of which could receive attention-so to call the 
necessarily hasty consideration given to each of these three thou
sand. Many of these laws are restrictive and prohibitory; others 
are permissive; and yet others are regulatory. As to the restrictive 
and prohibitory, many of these are, no doubt, necessary, and even 
imperatively so, as things now are, in our disorderly, competitive 
semi-civilization. But it does not seem to be quite the right thing 
to hedge up a community with an ever higher rising wall of 
legal" Don'ts." With endless new inventions and discoveries of 
Nature's forces; with increasing population, and new industries 
ever arising, matters grow more and more complicated every year; 
and we think to\straighten out these complications and in:dustrial 
tangles by more and more laws; complications and tangles which 
arise simply because our i.ndustries are without proper organiza
tion, but at loose ends everwhere and all the time. We live 
under the despotic rule of an intense individualism. Every per
son, every firm and corporation, goes its own course, regardless 
of others, as far as it can. It is "everyone for himself and the 

devil take the hindmost." We obey the injunction expressed in 
the couplet, 

"Those must take who have the pvwer, 
And they may keep, who can." 

W. H. MULLER. 

ITEMS WRITTEN WITH THE SCISSORS. 

THE Walla Walla Journal, which favored the name of Wash
ington for the new state, now mourns that some other name was 
not chosen, because the post· office department abbreviates the 
name name thus: "Washn." 

AUNT AGNES-" Well, Ethel, I hear you're studying English 
history. Have you got as far as the Crusades yet?" Ethel
"Yes." Aunt Agnes-"Then can you tell me what a Pilgrim 
was? " Ethel- "A Holy Tramp." 

"AH, it fills my heart with joy," said a country minister, as 
the last note of the organ died away, "to see so many strangers 
among us on this beautiful Sabbath morning. The good book 
says, 'He was a stranger, and I took him in.' The collection 
will now be taken up."-Life. 

THE editor of our contemporary, the Corncracker, is in trouble. 
Hear him: "We desire to state that whereas in our church no
tices last week the types made us say the Rev. John Smeads 
greased the pulpit of the Methodist church on Sunday;" it should 
have been" graced the pulpit," etc. 

KIND LADY-"YOU poor little boy! On the. street in rags 
such a day as this! Have you no home?" Small Boy-"Yes'm. 
I live in that house on the other side of the street." K. L.
"You have no mother, have you, poorchild ?" S. R-"Yes'm. 
She and forty other women are in there now makin' embroidered 
nightgowns for the Zulus." 

WICKED Boarder (Sunday)-" You do not read Sunday papers, 
I b~lieve, Mrs. De Goode?" Mrs. De Goode (severely)-" No, 
I d'J not, and I am grieved to find that you do." "I was 'only 
going to say that this copy of the Sunday Scandal has a two-col
umn account of that minister who was arrested for improper--" 
" Oh, if there is anything in the paper about ministers, that's dif
ferent, thank you."-Philadelphia Record. 

THE editor of the Deadwood Roarer attended church for the 
first time last Sunday. In about an hour he rushed into the office 
and shouted to the telegraph editor: "What in blazes are you fel
lows doing? How about the news from the seat of war?" "What 
news?" "Why, all this about the Egyptian army being drowned 
in the Red sea. Why, the gospel chap up at the church was tell
ing about it just now and not a word of it in this morning's 
paper. Rustle 'round, you fellows, and get the facts, or the Snap 
Shot will get a beat on us. Look spry, there, and run an extra 
edition if necessary while I put up a bulletin board 'Great English 
Victory in the Soudan.' " 

The Burden of Interest. 

Lois Waisbrooker holds that usury and land monopoly must go, or all 
freedom must go, and she sets forth her reasons therefor in a ten, cent 
pamphlet with the title "Facts and Figures for Workingmen." That in
terest is a severe burden to borrowers is quite plain, but how borrowers 
can be persuaded to cease paying it is a question not easy to answer.
FREETHOUGHT. ,. 

So long as "class legislation" makes certain kinds of property 
(such as gold and silver) "legal tender" in the payment of debts. 
including taxes and duties, and so long as these laws punish by 
forced levy and sale of goods, those who fail to provide them
seives with the aforesaid privileged class of property-sometimes 
called" money"-just so long will it be impossible for the bor
rower to be relieved from the burden of interest. Interest 
(usury) is unnatural. It is a wholly artificial arrangement by 
which the capable and the cunning contrive, by class legislation, 
to live at their ease and grow wealthy by exploiting the less cun
ning and the less fortunate.-Lucifer. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys~ 
pepsia, promote digestion, and regu,late· the bowels. Try them.. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

·WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL .GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; II jewel~, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1I, $12.50, $15.50, and $)9.50. In 4-ounce case, $I.extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b;:st op;:n-face, dust-proof filled Gold <.:ase, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.50; IS jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; .do., adjusted, 
$31.5°. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guarante.ed 20 years. Beware of others! • 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
. for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect walch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-oun·ce coin Silver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27;· do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
specia I artistic cas~s, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds ~md other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per · 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S:!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
• 	Jewelry of the latest designs. Select 'from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices or send better goods. 
SUNDRIES. 

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 
Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.6 

(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles. ·3 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

]3est Razor (a luxury) .$2; a good one 1.00 4 ]3est Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple.plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Fie~ Glasses, $5 to 15·CO 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. - . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; .springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 
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J.lRf~~~t:G~~~fi~f 
LIFIED PH YSICJAN, 
the m('st successful (in
spec'aity) as his ).ractire Will 
surely "rove. 'l'he 
treats all thol'<e peculiar dis
eases of young and 
agzd men stich as 
wet~kness. impotency. &c_. 
sulting from indescretiou anrt 
ignorance of youth_ Those wI 0 
are ailing sh6luld send ten (II} 
cents for his book. 
CounRellor," setting forth 
external Applicatiun-

A'PO~l'rl VE CURE 

• The book is worth 
times its cost. and should 
read by the young for instruc-' 
tion and .the afflicted for relief_ 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The bO:Jk spoken of sent sealed . 

Address. DR. It. P. FELLOlrS, VINELAND. NEW JERSEY · 
iSay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Washington National View.] 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland. New Jersey offerJ! his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. lSimili&r advert ·sements from unreUl\ble 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the pres~, 
but, Dr. Fellows. a speciali.t, in hIS liue, stands foremost 
in his profession. and the encomiums showered lIu:)n him 
publicly 8S well as in private, are l!attering evidences of 
tile high apprec:ation and confidence his loug and consc;en
tious d~volion to h ·i specialt.ies in hla · profession have so 
justly merited for l~im, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testinlonial. 
WEST LIBERTY. 0_. Aug. 12, 1888. 

DR_ R. P. FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a cha.rm. I:tm completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss. (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right_ Yours resl'ectfully. J. R. 
RE~IARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 

testimonials received from all parts of the United States. 
from young. middle-aged and elderly men. suffering frum 
various kinds of sexual complaints. but who at e now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of di~ease.~. 1\ s I am an olltand-ollt 
Liberal 1 trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their timtl and money on 
ChristIan doctoI'll. DR. FKLLOWS. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDa.EADON, . :t of Edinlmrgh. Scot
; a 'lra,lc8te of thr~ unJv~rSl llCK, II n(l retired after 50 yea rs' praC~ l()e.. he 

: • t~'~::.1~.':~~ l~ 1~~~~::::t:~~~t; I::,I~:~~t~l.il~ :;~\':.~~~tou'!: ..~~:.~; 
the most poilu-a.r and oompreh~nsive lxKlk tr~llting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~J~ ~l~ew:!~t:!t1:~ bn:lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical.. prel!entation ot~'}Jed ical COllllllon SenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable 00 invalidR, lIbowin~ new mean i by whICh t r: cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crit ·cs, aud literat I 
T hcrough t reatmf'nt of 6ubj e<'18 €'STX'c inlly import nt to young me N 
I:. veryone who "wants to Jmow, yuu know," will find itinterestm 0 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 P ages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t ul troduccd, consists ofa /ICrillifA NEW·

, of beautiful <·..l ... ·tod t1Dt1tCi~ 
~:,1 ;:y,!fo~~~N'~~.l~~~~:i!~~'<\;~l~~~~ ct~J;t :~~~;~~~Jf'
w~~~~r AGE N TS K~h~:;;~::.,c:?~,f~~l~l~h~c~~t~~n~8itn ::0 
hours." Many ~ents take 50 or 100 a t once, at special rates. SenM or terms. ' 

a 16-PBFe Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\white an4FREE~lut' Cll'culars, and It. sample of Dr. Foote'. DewLII. MO·Il-'hJf#. 

Standard Edition, .3.~5 l Same print and U1nstmtions, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper IUld binding. 


JII11UU.Y mLL PIIB. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28th St.. l\tW Jork. 

------------- ---------- - - --------_._-

T eniperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Liberalism Freethought Secularism and EthiSets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
, , ' . CS. 

to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1·50 per annum by 
Cioth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas._ 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin._ .. _................. :.·......$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin ...·........... _.. _ 2 75 
14 kara~ Gold. slllall size Badge Pin with Diamond. $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold. write Badge 1!in................. ~.... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin ....... " .... _.. .. . ... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small ( 'harm (for watch chain).. " .. .3 00 . 
14 karat Gold. E'mall Charm (for watch Cha!II/""... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, I arge Charm (for watch cham ...•... 5 to 
14 karat Gold. Large ·Charm (for watch chain .. __ .. _ 6 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 
. *This is a iull-bodie I diamond. I('t so that it may be 

cleaned {10m the leverse fide and never lose its brilliancy_
Sent to any address, rrepaid, and guaranteed 8S repre

sented or mon~y refunded, address. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

·504 Kearny Street. San }'rancisco. Cal. 

S, P. TAYLOR & CO., 
ManufClcturers nnd Dealers in 

P A P E R S !_
.iI1anila, Book, hnu.r, Hardware, Wrapping.. 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. .IP' Sed S G . p . M'lllOneer o. oast an nn erommo aper 1 S ' .j 414 and 416 Clay st.; S. P. 

http:guarante.ed
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WM. W. NOBLE, 
 I 

l\1erchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON 8T. 
Bet. Pacific and Broat!way. 

DI~Ese SUITS A SPECIALTY . 

.Kearny and Montgomery st. Cars pass by. 


TELEPHONE No. 6~5 


P. O. GHILSTROI~, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

A'rTORNEY Arf IjA W, 

Commercial Business and Collections a Specialty.' 

Office, 415 Montgomery st., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FRANCisco, CAL. 

BUSINE3S OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

SuPERL"'TEN DENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


•T A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

WASHBURN'S' WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Price 10 ce tsS d d the Sabbath un ay 	an ., n. 

I· h f P P . tTha F00 IS ness 0 rayer. nee, 10 cen s. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools, 
Price, 5 cents. 

THE LATEST Fi-\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR............. ; ........................................ $25.\)0 

DRESS SUITS FOR ................................................ : ....... 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR.. .... ............................................ 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~.A.S. F. :S"UFLCl-DlL..A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. A: CLARK. CIIAS. W. CLARK. 

REMSBURG"s VVORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
. per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

DIAMOND VALLEY 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ..,tatistics, showing the creeds 

CLAHK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERIES. 

of the prisoners in the penitenl iades; the 

Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci

/ ence; the Church and Learning; the Church
NURSERYMEN, 
and Liberty; the Church and the ,\nti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

~athers of the Republic. Paine, Wa!:hington, 
Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

Specialty. Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 
Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc

Have at Th£-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
_ and Ornamental Trees and Vines. Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 

.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 

Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
Special Attention Given to Planting to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

and Caririg of Orchards rifices; Cannibali;m; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
and Vineyards. lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran

cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,Address 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. SpecialCLARK BROS., discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 

P. O. Box 0, Stln Jacinto, Cal 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, handsome print. The question is discllssed 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compri!! under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
Ing all that relates to the progress of the Christian rclj batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
glon in "The lIistofj of the Decline and Fall of the Roman ~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination ofEmpire," Ilnd Il Vindication (never b..tore published in 

'-unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab·this country) of Borne passages ill the 15th an,1 16th chap.
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Lift! of the Author, bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 

I Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorllID Sabbat~ during the Middle Ages; the Puritan' notes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, "an English Church. Sabhath; Testimony of l hrislian Reformers, man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 palles. 
__________________---::- 'Cloth. With Engravinga. Price, $1 60. Scholars. and Divines; Abrogation of ~unday 

T "w" It p"ire. 2, ('ents: 6 COTne". $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco.A ne~?,I:~~I~t~'~m~~~l~~,?,:~: :.11 GREATB~~~T~:~~;:~~A;ION

choose that a story should be founded on pro~a-
bility, and not always resemble a dream. IdeSlfe ~~e~:.c~~tjj>~b.~ti~~P~~:'~~nd~ho~t::t::';J°~ ORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 

to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I them entitled "Land of Liberty.'" Price, 10 cents; 6 cop- Little LeSSons on Science, 40 ·cents; 'Ml'.ry 
desire ahove 'all that under. the appearance of lei, 25.centaj 26 copies, fL Jones, or e Infidel Teacher, 20 cents; The 
fable there may appear soine laten~ truth,obVi-1 Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cenls; Tne 
ous to t?e discerning eye, ,though l.t escape the TH E SYSTEM 0 F N ATU R E Clergyman'S Victims, 25 cents; John's W.ay, 15 
obser..-atJOns of th,e vl1lgar.' -Vo~talfe. , cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Dlana

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, WIth 67 engrav- OrL,.u,wa 01 the Moral and Phystl'-&l World. By BaroD . sexual advice for the married, 25 cents.' 
• li!s Price paper $1 00' cloth $1 50. D'aelbach. A. new and improyed ediUon, wi~ Doiea bl I Address E D SLENKER 
In· , , " j DWenL ~ l'ohaIMIla OM. Pdoe.. Sno~vi1ie, Pulaski Co., Va• 

• 
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YONE SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


"The Book that the -American .~1:issionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A. Splendid Story, and an ... Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business 111 Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

'PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

BOOKS I' 

------,------------ 
PUTNAM'S "W'ORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A ron,ance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
er/ G. I1lgersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
llaper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breer.y from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-J'0hn Swinton'l 
PtUwr. ,. '" 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag 
nostie Poems. PIke, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarills. • 

Adami' and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 

• no\·el and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Ullivlrse" 
San Francisco. ' 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Heal/h 
illoll/My. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 

INGERSOLL'S vVORl'Cs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Cods, ,,. "H um
buldt," "Thomas Paine," ., Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies. ,. 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $r. 25. 
Contflnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tile Declaratior. of In
dependence," "About Farming in .Illinois," 
"'the Grant Banquet," "The l<.ev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll:' 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 2S 
c~nt~ 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
SI per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the Sail Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 2S copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Observer. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. , 

Address on the Civil Rights Bilt Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lp-ctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Tributes. uTribute to His Brother," "The 
Vision of War," "The Grant Banquet Toast" 
a.nd "Little Harry Miller's Grave," printed 
on heavy toned paper, I8x22, ilIulIIinated bor
der, and in large, clear type, suitable for 
framing; four to any address for 50 cents or 
either one for IS cents. ' 

related.eII It is well worth reading."-Boston 1------------------- 
Imustil'a/or- Men, Women, and Gods. 

i"H 1:. UHDER OF CREATION, 
 By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 

A Discussion between GJadsto.le, Huxley, Mullef, Unton, G.Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 
Revilie 011 the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. Address thI'S office. 
price, 00 ceu ts. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN 'BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

CO:r.iPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .........••..•............ $1'.50 

Address orders to 
'L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price. bO cents. 

THE OPEN-COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 

The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 
P. O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court is a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor ha.ve found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which is 
the main object of The Open Court. ' 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bell;ring o~ scienti'fic, religious, social, 
and economIC questIons. , 
~ Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. ' 

50 cents for three~onths. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copIes sent free on application.' 

http:GJadsto.le
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Addrus all communications, and make all Drafts, Checks, and 
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San Francisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT will lit' supplied to the trade by 
tke San Francisco News Company. 

SAN FRANCISCO, APRIL 6, 1889 

OWING to his numerous engagements on the coast, Mr. S. P. 
Putnam will be unable to extend his lecture tour farther east than 
Montana and "Idaho.' 

THE Rev. Samuel Jones hls got through with San Francisco. 
He received $1,200 for his servicts, and claims to have converted 
twelve hundred people. If lies were feathers he might put wings 
on all of them. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD has just closed a most interesting discussion 
with the Rev. Dr. Bates at Cleveland. We judge from reports 
in the local papers that the clergyman did the shouting and Mr. 
Underwood the debating. 

PATRICK EAGAN, an Irishman and a Roman Catholic, will 
represent the United States government in Chile. Both by his 
nationality and his religion he is better fitted to represent the 
politicians than the people. 

TRINITY church, this city, has been condemned as unsafe by 
the fire department, and the members are indignant. They re
gard their chance of escaping fire in this world as much better 
than the fire wardens' in the hereafter. 

KATE FIELD, the lecturer, is fighting the Prohibitionists on the 
ground. among other things, that the Bible opposes prohibition. 
This will not count. The Bible is on both sides of every question, 
which fact is regarded by religious people as proof of its divine 
inspiration. 

. A NUMBER of young ladies of Redding, Shasta county, have 
formed an association wh05e constitution forbids them to marry 
anyone who uses tob3.cco, who drinks anything stronger than 
light wines, or who is not a member of the Young Men's Chris
tian Association. Girls who would join an association of that 
kind do not deser,ve any better husbands than the ones they are 
likely to get. 

LAST week a most unique and, so far as is known, unprece
dented church celebration was held in Alameda, being the" tin 
wedding" of theCongregational church, which was organized and, 
as the ecclesiastical phrase has it, "wedded to Christ" March 2 5, 

I 879. Tin articles of ornament and k~tchen furniture ,;ere pre
sented in great profusion and suspended around the church. The 
presence of the bridegroom is not mentioned in the reports of 
the proceedings. 

FAREWELL TO THE REV. SAMUEL JONES.° Jones, when first you came to preach to us 
Fro:n Sacramento and Los Angherlus, 
We knew your fame as a religious liar 
Was great as your sup[orters could desire. 

We knew your mastery of dialect 
Was all that any critic could expect; 
We were familiar with your repertOIre, 

And the inherent powers of your jaw. 

But when we heard you were we all surprised
Our highest hopes are more than realized. 
You are a sample of that vaulting pride 
Which, missing saddle, 'lights the other side. 

Perhaps.you really do more good than harm, 

And we have viewed your pranks without alarm. 

Yet, Jones, good-bye-if say good-bye we m'lst; 

W e sh~ll not see your like again, we trust. 


SUNDAY MORNING AT 10:30. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held in the hall of the Turn Verein, 323 Turk street, 
Sunday morning, April 7, at 10:30 o'clock instead of evening. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

SAN JACINTO AND PERRIS.-:..All day long I had to remain at 
Goshen, and this scripture appellation became to my mind quite 
melancholy and tedious, At sundown the express thundered 
along, and through the wide spaces of night I sped to the city of 
the' Angels, glittering in the freshness of morning, not with the 
halo of paradibe, but the splendor of the nineteenth century. 
Here I met old friends again-J. E. Clark, S. Calhoun, C. 
Severance, Eugene Riggin, good John Riggin-going on to a 
hundred years with the sweet philosophies of life, and thoughts 
that sparkle with eternal youth-and from these generous com
rades aU the future brightens. My Portland friends of last golqen 
autumn are now, ~his· silver .spring-time, in Los Angeles-Mrs. 
S.lunders, Mrs. A. \V. Graham, Miss Orlie, and the three boys, 
Azro, Harry, and Jo, the latter with plenty of what orthodoxy 
~vers to be "total depravity,"but which nature declares to be her 
sublimest virtue, irrepressible energy and wilfulness, which will 
one day ma~.:;e them triumphant soldiers of this world. 

My friend \Vard gave me a delightful drive over the far
spreading metropolis. Though the boom has gone, life flO\vs on, 
and the city is magnificent still. Mr. 'Yard took me to his factory 
where iron pipes are made for the distribution of water. He ha 
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invented a black oily liquid in which the pipes are dipped and 
the" iron is kept f roni rust, and the water flows through with 
absolute purity. It absorbs nothing from the glassy and oily 
surface. This "is a most important invention. The water can 
run through the pipes with the crystal clearness of the fountain 
itse-lf. 

Saturday morning I leave Los Angeles for San Jacinto. The 
new railroad, built since I was here before, brings me into this 
brilliant valley, or rather series of valleys, with wide vistas, vast 
,vheatfields, on whose bosom, where .. softest summer gales are 
blowing, the snow-capped mountains iook benignantly down and 
greet the 'violet and the rose with diamond lustres. 

Warm hearts are here, and though business is dull, I find 
plenty of intellectual stimulus. The captain greets me at the 
Glendale House, and there is not a dull moment when he is 
round. Friend D. W. Perkins has Freethought to his very 
fingers' ends, and can talk philosophy by the hour. He is well 
posted and knows the annals of science from Humboldt to Hux
ley, and he does make the orthodox dance to many a lively tune 
of heresy. He believes in progress and humanity with the 
whole energy of his being. Sunday morning he and the captain 
and myself attended the Congregational church to hear a blind 
preacher, blind from eighteen months of age. He read with 
raised letters, and gave a very good discourse on the" heavenly 
wisdom." He seemed to think that" heavenly wisdom" was all 
the wisdom there is, and that worldly wisdom didn't amount to 
anything. The next day friend Perkins tacklei him at the hotel 
and told him that if it had not been for worldly wisdom he never 
would have been able to read his own Bible; it i~ worldly wis
dom, not" heavenly," which has made the means of education 
for the blind. . The preacher didn't take to his logic at all, and 
finally declared that he had rather be a villain than a blasphemer .. 
Thus it is every time, the. worst crime in the eyes of a Christian 
is to disbelieve-better lie and steal. Such is the moraIityof 
"heavenly wisdom." 

I had good meetings Sunday afternoon and evening. There 
were not a great many present, bnt that is not always a cause of 
discouragement. The quality of the audience was invigorating; 
that kind which will make the seeds of thought grow to noble 
and beautiful fruitage. Still the future opens to unbounded 
promise, though the present is limited. J. B. Vernon is also a 
staunch supporter of our flag, always ready for the march, and 
a generous companion. Henry Chester is of the stalwart band, 
and with such we have" a heart for any fate." 

J. P. Vawter, N. O. Hansen, S. Durett, Henry Durett, a'nd 
others are also enlisted in the ranks of Freethought. I was sorry 
not to see all Liberal friends here. Some were a,"\'ay, some on 
the sick list, some at the gold mines. Good luck to them, and I 
hope to see them later. 

"Grandpa Todd" has gone from silver age to the gray silence 
of death. Let the flowers bloom over him, for the virtue of hi~ 
life is undying hope. 

Monday afternoon, in the gorgeous sunshine, Chas. W. Clark 
took me ov.er to Diamond Valley. This vall.ey is rightly named. 
On every side emerald lustres, mingling with brown and gray 
and yellow, are like the melting rays of an immense jewel. Up 
at the farther end we reach the domicile of P. A. Clark, where 
tree30f all kinds do flourish, the orange, the apple, the pome
granate, the prune, the peach, etc. In this nook there is a warm 
place for fruits. 

Friend Clark is big as of old, tlnd as cheerful, although under 

the weather with a severe. cold and threate~edpneumonia. He 
is on the ~end, I am glad to say.- Mrs. Clark and the little girls 
and the b~by vie· with the sunshine)n health qnd happiness. Es
pecially does the baby keep things lively. He knows his rights, 
h and knowing dare maintain." I had the pleasure of meeting 
Professor Vail, an original thinker, author of the ring theory of 
the earth's formation. Like Saturn, the earth once had rings. It 
is a wonderfully interesting theory and has many facts in its sup
port, and r" should not wonder if that was the \vay many of the 
appearances of the planet's surface came about. They are not 
upheavals, but down-faIlings from "the breaking and dissolving 
rings. . 

A baker's dozen was at the meeting in the evening, but it 
'went off pleasantly, and Mr. Pickering, my lVlormon saint, 
thought my ideas on the separation of church and state pretty 
sound. 

Professor Livingstone is still the schoolma~ter' and stands on 
the rock of Universal shlvation, and so has a sunny face for the 
Freethinker. 

The next day, Tuesday, was absolutely perfect. The morning 
passed away like 'a dream to me, sitting on the porch, drinking 
the balmy gales, looking down the_radiant valley, lifting eyes to 
the mighty mountains over walls of sapphire and seas of green. 
It was a picture as entranCing as the eye or heart could enjoy. It 
folded in bright forgetfulness all the i)ls ()f life. . It .was an in": 
toxica~ion of splendid color and marvelous form. " 

Amidst the first gold of the afternoon, jU::it shivering down 
from the wings of evening, the "angel" from Pleasant valley 
came, John E. S~uart, and he took me to the other side of the 
rocky buttes that trend into the valley; and there from his 
modest residence as beautiful a scene stretches as ever could be 
looked upon among the snowy Alps or by glancing Rhine. One 
could gaze almost a hundred miles away, and every moment, as 
the lights and shadows changed, a new revelation was in the air. 
:Mrs. Stuart is the gentle schoolmistress oft11is happy dale. The 
school-house is two miles off, and morning and evening she 
drives to and from amidst nature's loveliness, and books and 
study thus take a dewy freshness. The children like her so well 
that they will not let her lay down the rule, and she must still 
exercise its genial authmity. 

The school-house was full. Pleasant Valley has quite a Liberal 
colony. There are Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Deming, Jas. S. Deming, 
Martha Deming, always staUllch and true; W. D. Clark who 
like some tall mountain, is not a bit fretted. by the gusts of or~ 
thodoxy. E. Lusen and family, the Akers, a dozen of them or 
more, and of the best quality, John, George, Bertha, etc.; George 
and Susan Spittler, T. D. Hamenway, J. L. Cye, and others; 
and I am sure that my pilgrimage here will always be 'like a 
visit to B~ulah land. Nature an~ humanity" could not be more 
kind, more noble, and more hospitable. 

Early on Wednesday .!Borning I am speeding down the 
shining valley to Perris, where I lecture in the evenincr 

o· 
A full house greets me, and the orthodox are set on fire. 

After the prayer-meeting they crowd around the doors of the 
hall, and as soon as my discourse is over a rattling discussion be
gins, but the Christians are soon routed and retreat tothe realms 
of faith. A good opening is made in.this lively" burg, and future 
work is most promising. . 

Our wheel-horse of reform is A. L. Reynolds, and he is in
deed a persistent and self-sacrificing worker. He gives all he. 
can to a cause that is the inspiration of his life. He has wonderful 



211 FREETHOUGMT. 

mechanical skil1, and has invented a sun water-lifting apparatus 
which strike me as being a most valuable natural power. It is 
something new, add I hope our bright young friend has got a 
fortune in it. To use the sun to pump water with is a most 
excellent arrangement, and b~tter than any Christian miracle so 
far. 

The l\.eynolds' make quite a regiment in themselves at this 
point, and they are for Freethought by "a large majority." 

I was glad to meet my sturdy ally Mr. Reed again, and to see 
that he is getting the better of Father Time and the infirmities of 
the flesh. Liberalism is to him the best of medicine and he 
" bates no jot of heart or hope." 

Mrs. Reynolds and W. R. Sargent. furnished most excellent 
music for the occasion, for which I must express my thanks. 
They gave that inspiration which makes labor most joyful. 

J. Herl1ert, Jonathan Foster, John A. Peron, are enrolled in 
the ranks of Freethought. So cordial has been my reception at 
this phce that I hope to be able to return in a few weeks and 
organize. 

\Vithin three miles of Perris are gold !llines, now bei-ng 
operated, more valuable, it is said, than those lately discovered in 
Lower California. 

The country about Perris and San Jacinto is of good quality. 
There is promise of abundant harvest this year. Lands are 'held 
from thirty to sixty dollars an acre. When the boom is over and 
hard work begins, and homes are built up, these valleys from 
Perris to San Jacinto will form one of the finest portions of the 
state. From point to point there will be one continuous garden. 

March 28, 188~. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"MADE MAD BY RELIGION." 

Perhaps no more th:m the average number of religious lun
ati -::s have b~en dev~loped within the past week, but we do not 
alwJ.\'s take tae trouble to rec()rd them. We now note three. 

First. Mrs. Ellen Kavanaugh, of Bernal heights, a few days 
ago attempted to drown herself in Islais creek. She was rescued, 
anj while being conveyed to the receiving hospital _e~plained 
that on account of her sins the savior was chasing her with the 
in~en~ion of ca~ting her into the flames of hades. She had pre
pared for the same by jumping into the creek. 

Second. Mr. John Schlapfer, a Salvation Army warrior of 
this city, awoke the family with whom he was boarding by re
sorting to the backyard in his night clothes and announcing in a 
loul voice that he was the Rev. Samuel Jones. He then com
m~nced a sermon, after the style of the aforesaid Jones, upon 
the sim of the community, at the same time brandishing a re
volver. His landlady and her daughter expostulated with him, 
whereupon he took several shots at -each, fortunately missing 
them. In some way or other he received a bullet in his own leg. 
The commissioners sent him to the insane asylum. 

The third and most serious case is reported by a telegraphic 
dispatch from Jackson, Mo., reading as follows: 

"Sheriff John Husky, of Bolinger county, has placed in jail Amanda 
Lasater, charged with murder, and her husband, Monroe, as an acces
sory. The husband recently became a religious lunatic, claiming to have 
received from God a command to preach, but first to ofter his fourteen
months-old child as a.sacrifice. He made his wife strangle the infant, 
claiming that the Almighty promised to resurrect the child on the third 
day. When Lasater was arrested he ~ad been carrying the dead infant 
in his arms for two days." 

All these mad acts are traceable directly to the religious teach
ings of the day. The doctrine of hell fire made Mrs. Kavanaugh 

crazy. The revivalism of Jones upset Schlapfer's reason, while 
the blood atonement and a belief in the re~mrrection drove 
Lasater and his wife to infantcide. 

Freethinkers are often criticised for dwelling upon the crimes 
committed in the past in the name of religion, and the criticism 
mayor may not be just. We do not believe it is; but surely 
every humanitarian should oppose with all his might the teach-
ing of insane delusions that bring lunacy and murder to our very 
doors. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Putnam's lectures as at present 
determined: 

San.Diego,. March ~I, Pomona, April 22, 23, 24, 25, 
NatIOnal City, Apnl 2, 3, 4, Lemoore, April 28, 
S,an Diego, April 7, Visalia, April 29, 30, 
San Pasqual and vicinity, AprilS, 9, Oleander, May 1,2, 3, 

10, II, 12, SaR Francisco, May 5, 12, 19, 
Santa Ana, April 14, Boulder Creek and vicinity, May 
Anaheim, April 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, ' 
Norwalk, April 18, 19, 20, San Francisco, May 26. 
Los Angeles, April 21, 

Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Grub Gulch, and vicinity th'e 
first week in June. About the middle of June he will begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 
Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coos 
county, Or. 

Those desiring lectures will please write at theIr earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

DON'T DO IT. 

One hundred years ago April 30, at New York,George Wash
ington was inaugurated the first president of the United States. 
The clergy of that time, as of all other times, took advantage of 
the occasion to make themselves conspicuous by holding re
ligious incantations in their churches. The celebrating, by the 
church, of any civil or secular event is a most inconsistent pro
ceeding, because the kingdom of ChriRt, the alleged head of the 
church, is not of this world, and it is to be presumed that he 
takes slight interest in the inauguration of. temporal rulers; but 
if Christians wish to be inconsistent-if they wish to celebrate 
events of not the least importance to them as Christians-they 
have a perfect right to do so. They ought, however, to be 
mo~ed thereto by their own volition, and they ought not to seek 
to impose thdr ceremonies upon others who do not ,~ish to join 
them. 

The following self-explaining telegram affords us occasion for 
these remarks: 

"Hon. BenJamin Harrison, Pnsident of the United Stales, Wash
ing/Oft, D. C.: The committee on the centennial celebration of the 
inauguration of George Washington as president of the Unitecl States 
respectfully asks that you issue a proclamation calling upon clergymen 
to hold special services of thanksgiving in the churches throughout tRe 
country at nine o'clock on the morning of April 30, the same hour at 
which services were held in the churches of this city on the morning of 
'Vashington's inauguration, one hundred years ago. 

"HAMILTON FISH, President, 
"HUGH GRANT, Chairman." 

The gentlemen_signing the above communication are, first, a 
respectable old puritan~one of the gold-headed cane brigade, 
whose names are always before the public, as a" committee of 
one hundred" -and, second1 a Roman Catholic politician whose 
church has made him the mayor of New York. Their request 
that the president call upon the clergymen to hold religious ser
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vices on this or any other occasion, shows that neither of them 
has .very definite notions of the functions of the chief magistrate, 
or of republican forms of government. In a country like Russia, 
where the head of the nation is the head of the church, there 
would be nothing out of the way in the ruler calling a religious 
meeting, but in America the case is different. President Harri-'" 
son, with due regard to his exalted position, has no control over 
the clergy as preachers of the gospel. He can no more call upon 
them, by virtue of his office, to hold meetings on a certain day, 
than he can call upon the auctioneers to hold their auctions at 
a specified time in honor of any public event. Why is not Presi
dent Harrison asked to call.upon mediums to hold seances, by 
way of' evoking the patriotic sentiments of Spritualists? Why 
should there not be a proclamation urging conventions of Free
thinkers on April 30 ? 

This request of the Centennial Committee reduces to an ab
surdity as soon as examined~ We say to General Harrison: 
Don't do it. Indeed, we go further, and_demand that the 
appointment, by the president of the United States or by the 
(Tovernors of the various states, of all religious festivals and fasts o 

shall wholly cease. 
The president of this republic should not lower his dignity by 

proclaiming anything not authorized by law. If he has 'the right, 
as president, to appoint a religious meeting, he should have the 
authority, as chief magistrate, to enforce attendance at it. A 
proclamation with no authority behind it is, in the language of 
the revised Bible, "vanity and a striving after wind." 

A SECl'ARIAN CONSTITUTION PRESERVED. 

At the election in New Hampshire, March 12, several consti
tutional amendments were passed upon by the people of that 
state, among them one prohibiting the manufacture or sale of 
liquor; and another amending the bill of rights, making the same 
non-sectarian. Both were defeated. . Article VI. of the constitu
tion empowers" towns, parishes, bodies corporate, or religious 
societies" to "make adequate provision, at their own expense, 
for the support and maintenance 'of public Protestant teachers of 
piety, religion, and morality." It was proposed to strike out this 
article and let the following stand in its place: 

" Every religi0us sect or denomination demeaning themselves quietly 
and as good subjects of the state shall be equally under the protection of 
the law, and no subordination of anyone sect or denor.1ination to another 
shall ever be ,estabhshed by law." 

The defeat of the non-sectarian amendment shows that bigotry 
-'Or Puritanism, which is the same thing-is not yet dead in 
New Hampshire. It is equivalent to a declaration by the peo
ple of the state that "every religious sect or denomin,ation 
demeaning themselves quietly and as good subjects of the state" 
shall not be equally under the protection of the law-a declara
tion that would seem to be somewhat out of place in this country. 
Weare at a loss to understand how people bigoted enough to 
vote against this amendment ever allowed an opportunity to 
pas:. for prescribing by law what the minority should drink. 
Of course every Protestant who cast a ballot in favor of Article 
VI. as it stands knew that he was opposing Catholicism, and the 
fact that he voted oftener against Catholicism than against whisky 
indicates which of these two evils he regarded as most dangerous. 

There is an evil, however, which has shown itself to be more 
dangerous than either rum or Rome, and that evil is religious 
bigotry of the particular sort that the New Hampshire people 
have just displayed. 

. THE NATURAL GROUNDWORK OF MORALIT~. 

Matthew Arnold declared that "conduct is. three-fourths of 
life," and that assertion our own experience affirms. The con
duct of man toward his fellow-man has been determined by his 
necessities, by his passions, by his sympathies, somewhat by his 
religion, but much more by his surroundings. The primitive 
man, like the modern savage, put no more restraint upon his 
passions than his environment necessitated, -was -cruel, lustful, 
lazy, thievish, false, with occasional exceptions and alternations 
of generosity, industry, honesty, and truth. Man has gone into 
the practice of virtue under the influence of long education. 
Modern morality is the result of human experience, and not of 
any divine revelation. M:en found that they could not exist in 
com,munities without the practice of some self-restraint. At 
first, probably, man's hands, like Ishmael's, were against every 
man, but it was quickly found that a union of numbers gave 
greater security for food and protection against wild beasts, and 
that to maintain fellowship violence must be restrained. The 
natural affection of family ties strengthened this feeling. As 
personal property was acquired, respect for ownership was de
manded, and to allow theft would have led to quarrels that would 
have broken up the young community. As men and women 
paired, the natural jealousy of the male demanded that there 
should be no intermeddling with his mate, and the choice, Which 
at first was temporary, grew by the perception of mutual advan
tage to be permanent, and from polygamy, in the highest races, 
to monogamy. Falsehood, which was the natural refuge of the 
weak, and an instrument of power to the strong, became discred
ited as its disadvantages of uncertainty and injury were increas
ingly felt, and truth became an ideal which men wanted from 
others, even though they were not always willing to yield it them
selves, especially where general advantage was concerned. These 
fundamental virtues have grown as naturally as man's intellect 
and knowledge. Religion had nothing to do with forming them, 
and they have been as highly developed among heathen as among 
Christian nations. Religion has frequently given them her sanc
tion, and with her ready assumption claimed them exclusively as 
her own, but they were all developed out of the necessities of man's 
environment, and seen to be necessary to the stability of his social 
organization. The practical part of the Ten Commandments: 
Obey thy parents; thou shalt do no murder; thou shalt not com
mit adultery; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear false wit
ness, were all drawn from the Egyptian la\~s, and are found in
corporated in the code of all heathen nations, Greek, Roman, 
Hindoo, Persian, Chinese, and had nothing to do with divine 
inspiration in Egypt any more than on Sinai or in Judea. 

All human virtues have been of slow growth and have come 
from small beginnings. In the race at large the advance has 
been· steady, with occasional relapses and long periods of infinites
imal progress. In some parts of the human family the growth 
has been but slight, in others unequal, in others it has been ar
rested. Because of the variety of morality practiced in different 
tribes and nations, a French writer has said that" morality is geo
graphical." Some tribes, which have no regard for chastity, are 
honest and truthful, as are some of the hill tribes of India. The 
morality which communities have practiced among themselves 
has had no bearing toward strangers. To dec'eive, defraud, and 
rob a stranger was praiseworthy. Stranger and enemy are the 
same word in the Latin tongue. When a ship was driven on a 
foreign shore, in those days, the ship was plundered and the crew 
enslaved or killed. Practices which we abhor were common 
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among our ancestors. In Cresar's days the British tribes. prac
ticed polyandry: one woman had several husbands, usually 
brothers, with whom she lived alternately. We have sprung from 
moral mud, as our bodies have evolved from ocean's ooze. 
Irregularly, uncertainly, when closely looked at, the moral ad
vance of mankind has gone forward, but, like the tide, it ha!5 risen 
with intelligence and experience. 

Great impulses have at times swept over a part of the race and 
lifted it higher, morally, in a century or two than it had climbed 
in many previous. These impUlses have been usually due to a 
great teacher, a Moses, Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, who has gath
ered together the highest teachings of his day, the previous pos
session of a few, and by his genius and the intensity of his per
sonality, has flung the precious grain broadcast to take root and 
bear richly in the hearts of the masses. 

The personality of genius is a tremendous force. It gathers 
within itself the unformulated, half-expressed thought of a race, 
and makes it general. It absorbs the suspended moisture of the 
atm03phere, and sends it down in :,t fertilizing rain. It changes 
the unvalued, slight, uncorr~lated stuff into a magnificent garment 
of strong texture and artistic hue. Jesus did not create the mor
ality that he taught, but he vivified it by his personality. The 
golden rule had been taught hundreds of years before him by 
Greek and oriental phil?sophers and teachers. He gave it a more 
general and positive influence by the strength of his personality, 
throughout the great 6cCident, which has been the most affected 
by him. Bishop Butler says many of Jesus's views were mistaken, 
but his conception of God as love has given a. softer, milder tone 
to men's ·thoughts of the supreme power, has kept them hopeful, 
helped them to endure patiently much wretchedness, and made 
them kinder to each other. We, with our wider knowledge, are 
beginning to doubt whether this conception of God is quite .true, 
though we still hope; but yet we feel that brotherly kindness is 
still the best rule of action. 

.The moral teachings of Buddha, 600 years before Christ, are 
quite as advanced in moral tone. Listen to this: "To give alms 
and live righteously ; to help one's relations, and do blameless 
deeds; to cease and abstain from sin; to eschew strong drink; not 
to be weary in well doing; temperance and chastity; a mind un
shaken by the things of the world, without anguish or passion, 
and secure-these are the greatest blessings." So Buddha taught, 
and the writings of sages-Chinese, Hindoo, Greek, Egyptian
for hundreds, even thousands of years before Christ, are full of 
equally lofty moral teachings. Jesus united these teachings to a 
noble conception of divinity, and made that universal which had 
before been particular. He gave to the multitude the esoteric 
doctrine of the few. H. M. 

RENEW. 

We urge upon our subscribers who are in arrears the necessity 
of renewing promptly if they desire a continuance of the paper. 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY celebrators are popularly regarded as Irish 
patriots, but it seems that their celebrations, in this city at least, 
are for the glory of the church. They had a balance of more 
than three thousand dollars left from their last pow-wow, and it 
is to be turned over to the Youth's Directory, which is a Catholic 
institution. Meanwhile pauper Ireland stretches out her hand 
for aid. But the Irishman carries his "bull" habit into every 
department of life. He looks out for the next world before he 
pays any attention to this. 

SOMETHING is wrong with the orthodoxy of Bishop Billing, of 
Bedford, England~ He recently astonished his hearers at East
bourne by a proposal to introduce dancing as a form of sccial 
recreation in popular religious and semi-religious clubs. He 
went a step further and urged that the church should not object 
to cards and billiards at workingmen's clubs and institutes. He 
did not think that this would lead to gambling for money. The 
bishop offered :;t still more remarkable opinion on the question 
of recreation when he said that on some occasions, as an alter
nate necessity of circumstances, he would sooner close a church 
than a workingman's club. ",~, 

WE clip the following from an Iowa paper: 
John Stone Kneeland, an eccentric farmer and Freethinker, died in 

Farmington in April, 1881, and early in May following, his will was ad
mitted to probate. He had no faith in a hereafter, and requested the 
following inscription to be placed on his tombs,tone: ' 

An honest man has gone to rest, 
To rise or sleep as heaven thinks best: 
If there's another world he lives in bliss; 
If there is none, he made the best of this. 

A copy of the will can be seen at the county clerk's office at the court 
house in Ft. Madison." 

THE members of the American party should read a pamphlet 
entitled" Church and State," published by H. L. Green, and 
then expunge from their platform the seventh plank recommend
ing the reading of the Bible in schools. The pamphlet (see ad
vertisement in this paper) bears the name of" Jefferson" as its 
author. Those, .however, who are familiar with the writings of 
the Hon. A. B. Bradford, of Pennsylvania, are likely to corne to 
the conclusion that the present work is the product of his able pen. 

JA:\1E3 LICK left some money for the Pioneers and for the 
Academy of Sciences. Both societies have already received 
large sums, and it is claimed that when all of Lick's other legacies 
are provided for, these two societies, as residuary legatees, will 
receive about $500,000 each. They have therefore begun suit 
to compel the trustees to pay over these sums, and will probably 
get the money. 

NATURE has spoken her word on the Samoan problem, and 
hostilities between this country and Germany are, for the moment, 
suspended. Perhaps over the bodies of one hundred and forty 
human beings sacrificed to the spirit of conquest which men }lave 
inherited from the wild beasts, the politicians of the ·two countries 
will be willing to keep closed mouths until they can talk of 
peace. 

:No Peace to Make. 
Near a small village in western New York, there lived, a few years 

ago, an eccentric old man who was known as "Uncle Nat." Just what 
his religious belief was seems not to have been known, but he was 
honest and upright in every way. 

"Uncle Nat" lived mostly by himself, after the death of his wife, and 
indulged in a good many peculiarities of dress and manner, better calcu
lated to amuse than to impress his neighbors, until a time came when it 
was evident that he must, for once, go over to the majority. News 
reached the village that it was thought he would die in a very short 
time, and this seemed to develop a very unusual interest in the good 
man's spiritual welfare. A certain orthodox minister of the place re
paired to the house, and after viewing the queer surroundings, and tak
ing in the situation to the best of his ability, proceeded to discharge his 
assumed duty of arranging matters on a satisfactory basis between the 
dying man and his alleged God. cc Mr. 'V.," said he, "have you made 
your peace with God?" "Uncle Nat," "fixing his failing eyes, full of 
surprise and disgust, upon the impertinent stranger, replied: "I never 
had any trouble wiLh God." That ended the "conference meeting," 
and the weary old man was left to die without further annoyance. 

E. K. RAP; 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS: 
Wm. H. Eastman, Mrs. E nma Reguin, E. S. Lemme. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The attendants at last Sunday's Liberal meeting got down to 
business at the start, and stayed there with persistency for about 
two hours. Temporary President P. O. Chilstrom occupied 
the chair and evoked order. Professor Miller, as chairman of 
the Committee on Organization, presented a constitution and a 
set of by-laws, which, as finally adopted, were thus: 

ARTICLE I.-NAME. 
The name of this organization shall be the SAN FRANCISCO FREE

THOUGHT SOCIETY. 
ART. II.-GENERAL OBJECTS. 

The general objects shall be the same as those expressed in Articles II. 
and III. of the California State Liberal Union, of which Union this Soci
ety shall be a local branch. 

ART. II I.-SPECIAL OBJECTS. 
The special objects shall be those suggested by the following resolu- . 

tions, unanimously passed at the first convention of the California State 
Liberal. Union: , 

" The success of Liberalism depends on work, both destructive and 
constructive; on plucking out the weeds of error and planting and culti 
vating the germs of truth; on not only demolishing the temples of dark
ness and superstition, but also on the rearing in their places of more beau
tiful temples of liberty and light. 

" We urge upon all lovers of true liberty the importance of assembling 
themselves together for lectures, for reading, science classes, and ethical 
associations, and in every way possible cultivating the intellect and fill
ing the minds of the people with correct knowledge.': 

ART. IV.-MEMBERSHIP. 
All persons in sympathy with the objects of this Society, being duly 

proposed and elected, are entitled to membership, after signing the con
stitution and paying $1 initiation fee. Ladies, however, shall be admitted 
free. 

ART. V.-OFFICERS. 
The officers of the society shall consist of a president, three vice.pres

idents, secretary, assistant-secretary, and treasurer, and a board of five 
managers to have the general management and control of the society.' . 

ART. VI.-ELECTIONS. 
The officers shall be elected annually. 

ART. VII.-AMENDMENTS. 
Amendments to this constitution and by-laws may be made a.t any reg

ular meeting by a two-thirds vote of qualified members; provideJi that 
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing 
at the meeting immediately preceding. 

BY-LAWS. 
SEC. I .-Meetings.-There shall be regular Sunday meetings, to be 

held at an hour and place agreed upon by the society. Music and an 
address shall, when practicable, form a part of these meetings. The ad
dress shall be followed by a debate, if desired, which shall be limited as 
the society may direct. The ordinary business of the society shall be 
transacted at these meetings. 

SEC. 2.-The duties of the officers of the society shall be the usual 
duties of such officers. 

SEC. 3.-Committees shall be appointed upon public work, social af
feirs, etc., as occasion for such sllal! arise. 

SEC. 4.-:-"Roberts's 1'n,.nual" shall be the parliamentary guide in all 
matters not covered by this constitution and by-laws. 

There was but little debate on these articles, except by way of 
explanation. The committee on organization reported that the 
list of available names for such a society had been canvassed and 
discussed. Some favored the Church of Humanity, but others 
objected to the word church on account of its ecclesiastical asso
ciations. The word" secular" did not cover the whole ground. 
"Liberal" had been attached to several organizations in the city, 
which were defunct, :1nd the committee were not unanimous on 
,the question of a resurrection. Finally," Freethought" was sug
gested, and the discussion closed so far as the committee were 
concerned, and the name was agreed to by them. 

. The meeting adopted the title without dissent. Article II. in
cludes "the total separation of church and state" and the Nine 
Demands, which Professor Miller read. The article was spoken 
to discursively by a gentleman in green goggles, and pointedly 
by Mr. H. L. Knight. The first speaker did not bring his re
'marks to a head. Mr. Knight's centered on the Declaration of 

Independence, and the principles of our revolutionary fathers . 
The article was accepted. . 

Article III. comprises the resolutions introduced by Judge 
North at the state convention, and it may be stated that those 
resolutions have afforded the inspiration for the present organ
ization. They were supplemented, on motion of Mr. W. H. 
Eastman, by an article on social gatherings, and accepted unan-
imously. . . 

The fourth article originally contained a provision for monthly 
dues of twenty-five cents, but experience seemed to have con
vinced the majority that the expense of collecting dues was greater 
than the proceeds, and the provision was expunged. 

The next article passed as read; as did also the two succeeding. 
The by-laws met with no opposition. 

Chairman Lemme, of the Committee on Nominations, reported 
the following: 

President, P. O. Chilstrom; 
Secretary, Henry J. Breuer; 
Asst. Secretary, G: E. Macdonald; 
Treasurer, A. H. Schou; 
Vice-President, Wm. H. Eastman. 
On motion of Professor Miller, election was made by vzva voce 

ro~. . 
The choice of the committee for president-was unanimously 

indor:;ed. In accepting the office of president, Mr. Chilstrom 
thanked the meeting for the honor conferred, and made the re
mark that it was sometimes the custom for officers to take a 
position and then, when their names had been spread upon the 
minutes and printed in the papers, to relapse into a state of in
activity. Such was not his intention. There were duties attached 
to the office of president of a Liberal society and he proposed to 
discharge them. Mr. Chilstrom's brief address was heartily ap
plauded. 

The above assistant secretary then arose to place upon the ~ist 
of vice-presidents the names of Mrs. Emma Reguin and Mr. 
Emil S. Lemme. These, and the o~her candidates, were there
upon elected without trouble. 

On motion of Mr. W m. Schroeder, those who desired to be
come members of the S:l.ll Francisco Freethought Society were 
invited to sign the articles and pay their initiation fee. The 
motion became popular at once, and a good list of members 
ensued. 

The next question was that of engaging a permanent lecturer 
and organizer, and paying him a salary. The mention of a 

salary aroused the opposition of the gentleman in green gog

gles, who maintained that all labor for the cause should be done 

voluntarily and without remuneration. Mr. H. L. Knight spoke 

of the inauguration of a Freethought movement in England 


. fifty-eight years ago, in which he participated. The Freethinkers 

there believed that the laborer was worthy of his hire, and paid 

a salary to those who devoted themselves to the work. Mr 

Knight appeared to express the sentiment of the meeting. 

Mr. Schou moved that Professor Herbert Miller be engaged 
as permanent lecturer. The assistant secretary explained the 
situation to the effect that about $250 had been subscribed for 
the support of the meetings, mainly through the efforts of Mr. 
Miller. It was proposed that Mr. Miller be authorized to solicit 
further subscriptions and to collect them, he to retain $100 per 
month as his salary. The society coul9 not pledge Mr. Miller 
this amount except upon the condition that he should secure its 
subscription and collect it. 

Professor Miller rephed that the amount of salary which he 
desired had been correctly stated. He intended to do the work 
of organization as thoroughly as possible, and it was therefore 
necessary that he should devote the whole of his time to it. 

U.nder these ~~nditions the motion to engage the professor 'was 
carne? by a nsmg vote, none but the gentleman in goggles 
opposmg. 

A few minor items of business were da~hed ·off and the audi
ence adj?urned jubilantly, to meet again Sunday' evening, April 
7, at 8 0 clock, m the s~me hall, 323 Turk street. . 

I should n?t c1os~ this report without mentioning the rem.ark
ably fine mUSIC furnIshe~ by young Mr. Sch~Itheis, who has kindly 
consented to play the pIano for these meetmgs. A choir is. also 
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to be organized if possible, and singing from the "Cosmian 
Hymn Book" will form a pleasant feature offuture exercises. 

BlUEF HI~TORY OF THE WEEK. 

Three German and three United States men-of-war were 
wrecked in Port Apia, Samoan Island~, last week, by a terrific 
hurricane that drove the vessels upon the reefs with which the 
harbor abounds. The Germans lost ninety men; the Americans, 
fifty. An English captain in the harbor saved his ship by putting. 
out to sea.--Professor Holden reports from the Lick Observa
tory t.he discovery of a new comet.·--The Spiritualists cele
brated last Sunday the 41St anniversary of modern Spiritualism. 
--Pomona, in Los. Angeles county, is to have a $9000 statue 
of the' .goddess of fruit set up in the public -park.--A gold 
boom IS reported from Monrovia.--PortIand, Or., was visit~d 
last S.llurday night with one of the brightest meteors ever seen. 
--The Rev. Father Sullivan, of Sonoma, was taking a ride the . 
ot~er day, when h.is horse shied and threw him out of his buggy. 
HIS head was terrIbly cut and he was injured as badly all around 
as,though he had been an ordinary sinner. Yet providence 
watches the sparrow's fall.--The Seventh-day Adventists have 
a state convention at Fresno, Cal., 'Commencing April 2.-
The 40-inch telescope forthe University of Southern California 
has been ordered. The observatory will cost half a million. 
" Postmaster-General Wanamaker talked to his Sunday-school 
class last Sunday on temperance. He favored the prohibitory 
amendment to the Constitution.--A man walked into a Denver, 
Col.: bank one day last week, and with a revolver compelled the 
presIdent to draw a~d cash a check for $21,000. He then dis
appeared, and a reward of $5.000 is offered for his capture.--" 
A violent storm in Ohio last Sunday unroofed many houses, and 
at Da~·ton wrecked the unfinished Sacred Heart Catholic church. 
--The indications point to a general shut-down of the coal 
mines along the Monongahela river, as has been intimated for 
some time past. . A number of operators have. already partially 
dosed down their works. They say that nearlv all the mines 
will be shut down, to be closed until the miners a;'ree to a reduc
tion in wages. The shut-down will affect 60,0;0 miners.-
Murat Halstead, editor of the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette 
will not go'"to Germany as U. S. minister. He was appointed by 
President Harrison, but the Senate rejected him. He has been 
unsparing in his criticisms of public men, and now they have 
theIr revenge.--The Senate has approved the following among 
other appointments: Robert T. Lincoln, minister to Great Britain; 
Al~en Tho;n.dike Rice,. minister to Russia; Patrick Eagan (Irish 
agItator) mImster to Chtle.--The clerks of the Appropriation 
Committees of the two Houses at vVashington have compiled a 
statement showing the appropriations for the year ending June 
30, 18Qo, as ~ollows: Agriculture, $1,669,770; army, $24,000,
116: dIplomatIc and consular, $198,025; District of Columbia, 
$5,687,406; fortification, $1,233,594; Indian1 $8,035,725; legis
lative and judicial, $20,840,5£ 6; military, $9,027,671; navy, 
$22,692,510; pensions, $81,758,200; postoffice, $66,605,344; 
sundry civil, $2,527,734; deficiencies, $16,423,360; miscellan
eous $101,530; permanent appropriations, $198,691 656.-
The.widow of Stonewall Jackson, the confederate ge~eral, has 
declIned the proffered position as post-mistres~at Lexington, 
Va.--Keely's counsel announces that the" motor" man has 
now in his possession the missing link which was needed to 
make the" vibratory resonator and etherelal enerative evaporator" 
a success. A private exhibition of the motor is promised as soon 
as the tube is adjusted.--The president has proclaimed the 
Oklahoma lands open to settlers. . 

The great Eitf~l tower, which \vill be one of the principal 
feature~ of the coming Paris Exposition, was opened officially 
last Sunday. Premier Timrd delivered the oration. The tower 
is 1000 feet in height.--The French government seems de
cided to institute proceedings against Boulanger, charging him 
\yith conspiracy against the safety of the state.--A prima-facie 
case has been made out against Father McFadden, a Catholic 
priest, for participating in the murder of Police Inspector Martin 
at Gweedore, Ireland, in February last.. He will be tried at the· 
firs~ Assizes.' . 

THE SINGLE TAX. 

In the New York Standard of February 23, J. B. Johnstone 
asks: "If. under the single tax the renter will pay rent to the 
government, will it not be as hard for him to raise the money to 
pay it to the government as it was to pay it to the individual? 11 

"In the Denver Arbitrator of the same date the editor says: "If 
the single tax will not give us practical' free land,' it is no' good." 
And in the same paper, correspondent Edgeworth, exposing 
"single tax fallacies," objects to the proposition that" a tax on 
land values cannot be shifted upon others by the payers," be
cause" in the long run the producer of values alone can pay any 
tax; . . labor eventually foots all bills." 

In making a bunched and indirect reply I will try hard to be 
clear, and my effort will be of greater avail if readers will 
in thought deal with the things signified' by the technical terms, 
and not split hairs over the dictionary definition of words. Land 
signifies the earth in a state of naked nature-including light, air, 
water, coal, natural gas, etc. Labor is the individual application 
of energy to land, or to those things (everything) which primarily 
came from land. All wealth is the result of this application; and 
wealth is then distributed as rent, the price paid for the use of 
land, and wages, the reward of labor. 

Capital consists of the products of labofthat are set apart to be 
used in the production of more wealth. The interests of capital 
and labor are of necessity mutual. When capital is allied to 
monopoly there is antagonism to .labor, but it is an antagonism of 
monopoly, not of capital. 

A narrow use of the word taxation tends to confusion. The 
" single tax" plan is so called for lack of a better term-a term 
both terse and comprehensive. The" single tax" is in reality no 
tax at all. It is a gift. 

The lando\vner, as a landowner, produces nothing. Labor 
produces everything in the shape of wealth. Rent comes out of 
the product of labor, and the greater the rent the less the wages. 
Taxation, using the word in its popular sense, comes out of the 
product of labor, because there is no other source. Labor pays 
it all, Mr. Edgeworth. 

Imagine three concentric circles around the center of a city. 
Beyond the outside circle the land is free and unoccupied. 
Labor applied there will retain its whole product as wages. And 
wages of all kinds will depend upon wages on the free land, 
scaling upwards. On the belt bounded by the outer circle and 
the next one it is possible to secure a greater net result by ap
plication to the,land, not on account of superior fertility, but by 
the saving of labor in hauling things to and from market, by the 
economy that results from concentrated labor, and by the social 
advantages in general. For all of these advantages the landowner 
can and will exact a rent which will almost absorb them, be
cause if he whoHy absorbed them, there would be no induce
ment for laborers to work that particular land. In the next belt 
the operation is on the same plan, and all increase of product 
due to improved facilities still goes to the landowner, net wages 
remaining at a level. In the central area are the choicest busi
ness sites. Their value is due principally to location. Both the 
merchants a1}~ their employees are laborers, variations in wages 
here as elsewhere being in a measure due to difference in capaci
ties of hand and brain.. Wages still hold to the generaHevel, 
and rent takes off all the increased product. If is. as if "wealth" 
were represented by a mountain with its apex over the city center 
and its base over-lapping the outer circle. Saw off the mountain 
near its base, and the portion below the cut will represent wages; 
the portion above the Cut will represent rent, increasing in 
volume and intensity as it nears the city center. 

Under the prE;sent system the pile above the cut-rent-:-is 
almost entirely an economic waste. It is primarily caused by 
the active presence and competition of laborers, but instead of 
being participated in by them, it is appropriated by the land
owner. If laborers desire any of those things which are already 
in existence as constituents of the pile called rent, they must, 
after applying themselves productively, first give up a portion of 
their product as rent, and with the residue satisfy their wants by 
exchanges of equivalents. By the very fact of their application 
they not only swell the existing pile of rent, but they jncit~ 
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speculation and traffic in their future necessities, which in turn 
raises the price of land above the normal rent line, and thus 
hampers and retards production. 

On the other hand, considering laborers as a unit, they 
virtually work twice for the same thing, after the manner of 
Jacob. Laborers produced the first things, and laborers produced 
the second things, which are now in the 'hands of land-owners. 

The economic waste that results from landowners, their de
pendents, and servants living off the substance of labor is 
thoroughly insignificant when contrasted with other evils of the 
system. The ever-present prospect of increased population. of 
new labor-saving appliances, and of further facilitation of the 
processes of productions and distribution of wealth leads the land
owner to discount the future by demanding an 1899 price for 
1889 land. This checks production at once, and throws labor
ers out of the checked industry. , Temporarily restricted in the 
production of equivalents, they have nothing to exchange for the 
things they need,which things are being produced bv other ,la
borers. This throws out of employment, a second crowd of 
laborers, and makes matters worse. The operation is repeated 
until an anny of idle men is the result. As labor must neces
sarily get employment on any terms, as capital wastes while idle, 
and as the landowner takes less when he can't get more, re
covery is ~lowly brought about by a slight reduction in "boom" 
rent, and by a decrease in ,,,ages and a smaller interest to legiti
mate working capital. But labor and capital never fully recover 
their former proportion of production. 

It is a general principle of taxation that taxes on the products 
of labor diffuse themselves and are paid by consumers. But this 
is not true of the taxation of ground rent. It is clear that labor 
has already been taxed the amount represented by rent. Labor, 
has been taxed all it will consent to pay for the privilege of using 
land of high productive qualities. If an attempt were made to 
tax it more, it would resort to less productive or free land. This 
first tax on labor, the landowner's tax-rent-stands out in bold 
relief and is easily identified. It consists of tangible things that 
have been taken from laborers. If the state will now tax into its 
treasury these tangible things, the upper part of the mountain, 
they can be made to diffuse themselves equitably among the 
laborers. The effect will be that each laborer will receive, less 
the expense of collection and distribution, the full reward of his 
exertion. What more is wanted? 

Mr. Johnstone has applied to exceptional cases for a general 
rule, and has obscured the fact that production comes first. Out 
of production rent is taken. If rent, the value 'of privileges, is 
paid to the government, it creates a fund that belongs to all, 
whereas, under existing conditions, this fund is appropriated by 
economic parasites, landowners. If there is any difference be
t,,,een the single tax and practical free land, it is not noticeable. 
Aild I dQ not understand how the" free-land" people propose to 
shut off the operation of the law of rent. Civilized people will 
continue to congregate in communities. A central location in 
the community "ill always be more desirable and more valuable 
than an equal area on the outskirts. If the state, for the genera] 
good, should make a charge for central" use and occupancy," it 
would be following the single-tax plan exactly. And if it failed 
to make such charge, it would not being doing justice to the 
suburban population whose very presence made the central loca
tion desirable and valuable. JAMES B. HASSETT. 

THE Christian church controversy at Seattle between rival 
factions of the congregation was settled in the district court last 
week, Judge Burk's decision being based upon the principles of 
the church as set forth by its founder, Alexander Campbell. This 
gives "the church property to the faction opposed to the recent 
pastor, Mr. Moss, whose followers have but little moss on them, 
and will establish another church and worship their God as con
sciehce dictates. The victorious, more aristocratic and creed
bound faction will, as one of them told a reporter, " proceed to 
worship God according to law," and the rules laid down by Camp
bell. In the meantime wicked "Infidels" are wondering what God's 
opinion of the whole affair is. Such disturbances as this among 
his "very elect" are not calculatad to aid in securing passengers 
to heaven over the Campbellite route.-Snohomish Eye. ' 

ROME DOMINANT IN THE DOMINION. 

Canada is on the threshold of a crisis fraught with danger not 
only to English interests, to Protestant supremacy, w:> Freethought 
and progress, butwhich also menaces our republic. It may be 
that, in the not distant future, the intensely loyal Tory Protestant 
will be pleading for annexation to the United States, rather than 
remain under the medieval rule of Rome. In this matter we 
should see the warning to all Americans to take time by the fore
lock, and keep the state and church for ever separate. 

The France of Progress is on the banks of the Seine, the France 
of Bourbonism and bigotry lies uncomfortably close on the banks 
of the St. Lawrence. 

The province of Quebec represents all that is illiterate and ret
rogressive, owing to the ove~whelming influence of the Ultra
montanes, the chief organ of which, L'Etouard, floats at its head 
the white banner and golden lilies of the house of Bourbon. 

The Quebec provincial parliament has recently granted the 
Jesuits $400,000 as indemnity for lands taken generations ago. 
But what excites the antipathy of the Protestant portion of the 
entire dominion is that this same bill has a clause which leaves 
the disposition of this money thus obtained to be distributed sub
ject to conditions to be' m~de by the pope. Protestant Ontario 
is alarmed, and their folly in religious matters is growing quite 
apparent. A movement is on foot to compel the Dominion 
Parliament to annul the above grant, but the province of Quebec 
has there a sufficient representation to score a victory, for on mat
ters pertaining to the church there is no division among the rep
resentatives from this province, which has a guaranteed represen
tation of sixty-five members, regardless of the matter of popUla
tion, and which cannot be changed. So far back as 1759 a grant 
was made to the Romish church of Quebec of 2,117,000 acres, 
which of course has been immensely enhanced by diplomacy, 
shrewd bargaining, solicitation, and the natural increase of value. 

This province has, in round num bers, a population of 1,3°0,000, 
over 1,000,000 of whom are native-born French Canadians, and 
there are not more than 250,000 English-speaking people, arid 
their ranks are steadily decreasing. The French Canadians are 
bound together by strong ties of race, religion, language, and 
laws, to which they cling with the tenacity of ignorance, and look 
upon the English in the light of intruders. 

After Wolf's victory at Quebec, the British government guaran
teed them, by the treaty of Montreal, their laws, .their language, 
and their religion. 
~s the first "emigrees" to Canada were from Normandy and 

Br~tt~ny, and ~ere .c~nspicuous for conservatism, ignorance, and 
relIgIOUS devotIOn, It IS safe to say that their descendants have not 
lost their hereditary earmarks. England acceded to the con
cession~ and made them rather reluctantly, but it was an exigency 
of the 11 mes, as England felt rather uncertain as to other provinces, 
and after all it served as a wise diplomatic move, for had it not 
been for this fact, instead of resisting the gallant Montgomery, 
they would have opened the gates of the citadel and joined the 
revolution of the thirteen states. 

The laws .prevailing in that province are only slightly modified 
from those m vogue under Bourbon rule in France. Several of 
the old seignorial systems still exist, a system by which vast tracts 
of land are htld by the" lord of the manor," or the church, 
and rented out to the peasants or "habitats," as thev are called. 
~s these French Cana~iian provinces were early settled by relig
10U~ ord~rs, who .receIv~d ~as~ ~rusts to aid t~ern in propagating 
theIr faIth and m ChnstIanIzmg the IndIans, and when it is 
known that the c~~rch, in Quebec is still: supported by the tithe 
system now prevaIlmg m England, but whIch has been abolished 
in most Catholic countries, a faint idejl can be had of the wealth 
of the Romish church in Quebec. According to the tithe system 
every Rom.an Catholic family must, by law, pay a fixed per cent
age on the~r crop to the church, but a Protestant who occupies 
the !and IS exe~pt. As the church is a banking and money
lendmg Shylock m Quebec, when a farm comes into market it 
takes care that it is, oc~upied by one who will put coin in its cof
fers If a new pansh IS made by the bishop of the diocese, and a 
new church erected, an ecclesiastical assessment is levied 'which 
takes precedence over all m~rtgages. In fact, the Jesuits, who 
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are being driven out of old France are flourishing and fostered 
in the new, for Quebec is more Catholic than Italy or Spain.· 
Among the laboring and agricultural classes not more than seven 
per cent. can read, and scarce any can write. But their fecundity 
is wonderful, and they increase with astounding rapidity, families 
of from ten to twenty being quite common. The clergy encour
age early marriages, strongly punish infanticide, and accommo
date their people with foundling asylums and lying-in hospitals, 
so that they increase in greater ratio than their Protestant com
petitors. 

The power of the papal hierarchy in Quebec can be conjec
tured from the following estimate of its wealth: 
Annual tithes on 200,000 farms .... " ...... ' ............. . $700,000 

., taxes on families not owning land ................ . 3 00,000 • 

For masses, baptisms, marriages, funerals, pew rents, and 
objects of piety ....... , ......................... . 2,000,000 


Legacies, solicited gifts, mortmain property, over .......••• 3,000,000 


Taxes imposed to construct and maintain churches ........ . 2,000,000 


Grant from province (charity)' ......................... ; '. 250 ,000 


Total ........................ $8,250,000 


This is, of itself, a tolerable annual tax on 1,359,027 inhabit
ants, of whom 1,17°,718 are Catholicg, and 178,309 of other 
denominations, thus showing that no special inducement has been 
offered non-Catholics to settle in that section. In Quebec the 
Romish church owns: 
800 churches of a value of. ........................... . $37,000,000 

50() parsonages, palaces, etc....... '..... , ............. . 900,000 


12 seminaries •......... ,. ................... " ...... . 600,000 


17 colleges ........................... , ............ . 850 ,000 


259 boarding schools and academies...... , ............. . 600,000 


80 convents ............... '" .................... . 40 0,000 


69 hospitals and asylums ............... '.' ........... . 5,000,000 


Total ......... , ........... , $45.350,000 

It also owns the greater part of numerous towns and villages, 
with lands, stores, houses, and invested capital in large quantities. 
and the bulk of all this wealth is exempt from taxation, while the 
government of Qu.ebec recently went out of office declaring itself 
bankrupt and unable to liquidate its indebtedness. The bank of ' 
Montreal is the wealthiest monetary institution in Canada, but the 
order of St. Sulpicians alone can discount that great financial in
stitution. But the visitor to Canada must not be surprised to 
hear Ie bas Canadlene pere, whose sons and daughters find employ
ment in the States. and send their earnings to enable him to pay 
his tithes, loudly declaim against annexation. 

The aggressive attitude of Rome is illustrated by the fact that 
at the opening of the Provincial parliament Cardinal Taschereau 
persisted in demanding a seat beside the vice-royal representa
tive, and in taking precedence as a prince of the church of Rome. 

Furthermore, to crown the climax, a resolution was adopted by 
the provincial parliament requesting the queen of England to 
intercede for the restoration of the temporal power of the pope 
in Rome. Dare she do it? 

As an indication of French Canadian exclusiveness Father 
Dowa, of Montreal, recently announced from the pulpit that, 
acting under orders from the vicar-general, he was directed to 
condemn the Catholic order of Foresters of Illinois (with head
quarters in Chicago), and to prohibit the congregation from join

,ing the order or encouraging those who desired to extend its 
branches into Canada. His objections were based on the fact 

that it was a foreign organization and did not allow interference 

on the parfof the clergy. He warned them against joining these 

interlopers, and requested those who had joined to sever their 

connection forthwith. 

These ultramontanes do not regard with favor the tricolor of 
republican France, but are unanimously in favor of a restoration 
of the old French monarchy, which was always a_strong protector 
of the church. There is little doubt that much of the plotting 
and turbulence tending to wreck or weaken republican rule in 
France, is hatched by the Jesuits in our neighboring city of Mon
treal. For it is one of their dreams that on this continent they 
will yet found a French monarchy, which will be supported by a 
strong ecclesiastical power. Their orators and journals boldly 
declare this as their desire. 

To the-United States the French Canadians are the "Chinese 

of the E18t," for, being hardy, sturdy, and frugal almost to penuri
ousness,' they find no difficulty in getting employment, and they 
form already no inconsiderable portion of the popUlation of Da
kota, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. As Professor Gold
win Smith once remarked, "If it were not for a copious emigra
tion to the United States the people of Quebec would -be in a 
chronic state of starvation." Their conservative, non-assimilat
ing tendencies are strongly marked in the characteristics of the 
cities they have settled, Detroit, St. Louis, or New Orleans. 

When this element mingles with that of the Catholic Irish, 
among whom intermarriages are frequent, and combine, the 
United States will have a problem on its hands more serious and 
important than the Mormon question. These minions of the 
papacy will use all their combined power, as citizens, to destroy 
freedom. and vote, at the beck of the clergy, to disrupt this re
public, as they are attempting to do with our sister republic of 
France. The only salvation of the United States is in the Nine 
Demands of the American Secular Union. 

With all these ecclesiastical aggre3sions-Romish and Protest': 
ant-clearly proven, we still meet with so-called Freethinkers 
who throw back their heads, and with eyes portraying the intel
ligence of ahog, offer as an explanation for not doing anything, 
supporting nothing, not even subscribing to a Liberal paper, 
" I'm a Freethinker who thinks for himself, and lets everybody 
else do their own thinking." , 

It is such silly, inane, asinine utterances of professed Infidels 
-all talk and no practice-which fills us with more contem pt 
for them, who crawl under our tent, than any foolish capers of 
the sincere, earnest Salvation Army devotee. 

E. A. STEVENS, Sec. A. S. U. , 

ROBINSON CRUSOE AND JESUS CHRIST. 

Robinson Crusoe is not more mythical than Jesus Christ. The 
shipwrecked sailor and the Nazarean savior are alike fictitious 
characters. There have been numerous prototypes of both. 
Alexander Selkirk lived alone on an uninhabited island, and this 
fact occurring in the life time of Daniel Foe (alias Defoe) fur
nished the groundwork of the popular ~ovel. So the fact of a 
person named Jeshu being stoned and hanged for sorcery a hun
dred years before Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea. became 
the groundwork of the story of Christ crucified, as told by the 
Evangelists. 

The Jewish Talmud contained fragments of the history of the 
Jesus who suffered death in the reign of Queen Alexandra, and 
the story is amplified in the Toldoth Jcshu legend, which, though 
a travesty, is far more truthful than any of the Evangelical fic
tions. The former being written by a Hebrew, does not make 
the fatal blunder of putting the trial and execution of Jesus on 
the holy Passover day, nor at a period when the Jews were ae
prived of all power to execute sentence, or even to try an offen
der. Crucifixion was the Roman method of execution; stoning 
and hanging the Jewish. 

In vain have the church historians sought to verify the gospel 
stories by contem porary Jewish and Pagan records. The pas
sage in Josephus concerning Jesus Christ has long been given 
up by Christian scholars as a forgery; and with it goes the inter~ 
polation about James, the brother of Jesus. Many a James and 
many a Jesus lived in those days, but no Jesus" who was' called 
Christ," as the corrupted passage in Josephus now reads. 

So also the paragraph in Josephus concerning John the Bap· 
tist is another Christian forgery. ' 

The forger of the passage concerning Jesus Christ is supposed 
to be Eusebius, the first church historian, who lived in the fourth 
century. The other passage, about John the Baptist, was first 
noticed by Ol'igen, who lived in the third century. 

But now, alas! the question is, did either Eusel- ius or Origen 
write the works attributed to them r The learned Jesuit Har
douin, who died in 1729, attempted to prove that all the writings 
of the so-called fathers were systematic forgeries by the benedic
tine monks after the revival of learning. And to the critical 
reader of the fathers of the chur~h there is much to support the 
suspicion that few if any of their writings are genuine. II There 
are no manuscripts, except the sacred scriptures, more than four 
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hundred years old," said Hardouin. This the aged Jesuit wrote 
just before he died. Four hundred years before 1729 goes back 
to 1329, and the Jesuit further tells us that the system offorgery 
began about the year 1350, and flourished until about 148o, when 
the invention of printing interfered with the profits of the schol
arly but impious fabricators. 

Unfortunately for Hardouin's work, it was written in Latin, ac
cording to the custom of scholars in his time, and has therefore 
remained a sealed book since its publication in 1766, hidden on 
the shelves of great libraries. Chdstian scholars not only do not 
hunt after that kind of literature, but they do not want to find it. 
Of course not, for who expects them. to adduce evidence against 
the venerable institution that affords them subsistence? Har
douin, it is true, was a Catholic, but he· hoped to put down the 
Protestant heresy by proving that the only sure foundation of 
Christianity is the New Testament and tradition. Nor did he, 
peradventure, begin to suspect that what the holy evangelists 
wrote was both fiction and forgery. Or if, perchance, he did 
harbor such a thought, he never would have dared to publish 
it, for he knew too well what he had to suffer during the last 
twenty years of his life for propagating the opinion that not only 
all the works of the so-cJ.lled fathers were forgeries, but that very 
few of the Greek and Latin classics were genuine. HISTORICUS. 

I 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

Kerr was acquitted, as I intimated. Colonel Ingersoll's sum:: 
ming up was happy and contained several good points. There 
was no special interest taken in the day or the event. Had there 
been any thought of conviction the colonel would have had a 
larger audience. This, doubtless, ends the boodle case. If this 
man .was not guilty, why should those poor devils be exiled? 
Why should not Sayles recover from the city the bail he forfeited 
when he skipped to Canada? There is no doubt about the mility 
of the Broadway road. It was long needed. It is popular. The 
charter could have been sold for $2,000,000. This the city lost, 
but the people have the road. 

There is quite a move in the way of building new places of 
amusements. A large music hallis to be constructed on the cor
ner of 7th avenue and 57th. street. Andrew Carnegie is the 
head and front of this movement. The want of such a hall has 
long been felt. Harrigan is to build a new theatre; corner of 
37th street and Broadway has been mentioned as the site. The 
American Opera is looking for a home. Fifth avenue is con
sidered none too good for it. \Ve think it doubtful if this 
project is carried out. The American Opera, somehow, has 
been unable to get a foothold with our people. The German 
has succeeded the Italian in popularity, but just how long this 
music will retain its position we don't think is debatable. 

It now looks as if the Madison Square Garden scheme would 
go through. It is reported that nine thousand shares have already 
been placed among our rich citizens. The plans of construction 
are settled and the architect selected. The building will be a 
mixture of Italian and Spanish renaissance, the former predomi
nating. The projectors are am bitious of making it the great 
center of attraction, so far as music and the drama are concerned. 
They propose commencing the erection on the first of May. 

In a former letter I spoke of Mayor Grant's opportunity of 
winning a reputation. I am extremly pappy to state that thus 
far we have not heard a single word unfavorable to his honor. 
The test is to come in May, when he has the appointment of a 
large number of the heads of the departments. A success at the 
city hall will make him a formidable candidate for the Democratic 
nomination for governor. Has he any ambition in this direction? 
Can he, and will he ignore Dick Croker, or will Croke~ ignore 
self for the future of Tammany Hall? The mayor seems to be 
determined that the wires shall go underground. He is pushing 
rapid transit to the front. He is unwilling to yield up our streets 
and parks to Jay Gould. But he has a pet scheme of his own. 

Erwin Davis, Esq., has just sold a lot of pictures; among them 
was the famous·" Joan of Arc," by Bastian Lapage. It brought 
$23400, and goes to.the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Lapage~ 
you~ readers will remember, was one of the .distinguished painters 
of Fra.nce. Our museum is fortunate. Gifts are flowing in 

constantly: The Wolfs giftforced a large addition to the build
ing. That gift was the inspiration of later ones. It is certlinly 
becoming the center of the great wor~-3 of modern artists .. Here 
you can find the very be;;tworks of Gerome, Detaille, L'l;K·ge. 
Carot, Schuyer, Rousson, Meissonier, Diaz, Merle, Rosa 13onhtUl', 
Constant, Kock, Millais. ' 

Comptroller Meyers has suspended Chief Clerk l\kAdam, who 
is in contempt of court. Ludlow-street jail is yawning for him. 
McAdam has" withdrawn for the moment from public qbserva
tion." His counsel says he is absent only to give him time to 
prepare papers for his case. Meyers has testified before the 
market committee. He is extremely ignorant. This is not to 
be wondered at. An officer is not supposed to know all the de

• tails of his office. 	 He must trust to his clerks in many matters. 
If they betray his trust the only thing he can do is to kick them 
out. EUDoRus. 

New York, March 23, 1889. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 

In your issue of March 23 I notice ,. J. C. P." OPPQS~S 
woman suffrage. He believes all changes in gove.\.nments s.honlJ 
be based upon experience and not upon abstract ideas. The 
opposition to woman suffrage comes from a professed adherence 
to (he commOn law of England, or rather to that portion oLthe 
common law which was derived from the ecclesiastical courts. 
Prior to the time of William the Conqueror the priest and the 
alderman sat side by side in the courts and exercised ecclesiasti
cal and civil jurisdiction. The chancellors for a long time after 
that were prelates. The law of wills and estate3, and those de

• 	fining the rights of men and women, were based upon what rna)' 
be called "church" law-the very same law which held republi
can ideas to be treason against the king, and freedom of thought 
to be a crime punishable with death. Our revolution was based 
upon the abstract idea that aU men-women as well as men
were equal in civil and political rights. \Vomen did vote in the 
Quaker province of New Jersey at the time of the formation of 
the Constitbtion. Freethought is based upon the equality of 
rights. It maintains that no man shall dictate to another how 
he shall think, or punish him for thinking differently from him
self. It must, by the same logic, be maintained that every voter 
has the right to vote according to his convictions of right. The 
voter is to be changed by reasoning and not by disfranchisement. 
If the Freethinking man is unwilling to allow a woman to vote 
for fear of church supremacy, he should insist on disfranchising 
every man who belongs to a church. 

Seattle, W. T. 	 \V. S. BUSH. 

An:imaIs Possessed by Satan. 

For hundreds of years this idea of diabolic possession was 
steadily developed. It was believed that devils entered into ani
mals; and animals were accordingly exorcised, tried, tortured, 
convicted, and executed. The great SL. Ambrose tells us that a 
priest, while saying mass, was troubled by the croaking of frogs 
in a neighboring marsh, and that he exorcised them, and so 
stopped their noise. St. Bernard, as the monkish chroniclerd tell 
us, mounting the pulpit to preach in his abbey, was interrupted' 
by a cloud of flies; straightway the saint uttered the sacred for
mula of excommunication, when the flies fell dead upon the pave
ment in heaps, and were cast out with shovels! .A formula of 
exorcism attributed to a saint of the ninth century, and which 
remained in use down to a recent period, especially declares 
insects injurious to crops to be possessed of evil spirits, and 
names among the animals to be excommunicated or exorcised, 
mice, moles, and serpents. The use of exorcism ~ainst cater
pillars and grasshoppers was also common.. In the thirteenth 
century the bishop of Lausanne, finding that the eels in Lake Le..: 
man troubled the fishermen, attempted to remove the difficulty 
by exorcism. 

Did anyone venture to deny that animals could be possessed 
by Satan, he was at once silenced by reference to the entrance 
of Satan into the serpent in the garden of Eden, to th~ transfor.:. 
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mation of Nebuchadnezzar, and to the casting of the devils into 
the swine by the founder of Christianity himself.-Dr. ANDREW 
D. WHITE, in the Popular Science Monthly. 

How to Live without Eating. 

Being animated by an earnest and sincere desire to b~nefit hu
manity and relieye suffering, I am about to disclose the means by 
which one can live without eating. It is said on good authority that 
one thousand families in this city are on the verge of starvation; 
and from reliable sources it is learned that hunger is known and 
felt by thousands in e\'ery city in our land, while those women who 
make overalls for six cents per pair in Chicago can safely be in
cluded in this number. Therefore there is need for relief, and 
with the knowledge I have gained from reading Christian Science, 
Mental Science, ani S,Jiritual Science literature, I feel that I can 
reveal important information; and the wonder grows upon me as 
I query, why it has not been given to the ignorant and uninformed 
masses in exchange for the great American dollar before now, by 
some of the sapient but avaricious leaders in the above-named 
science. As all these schools of instruction unite in declaring 
that "matter has neither sens:ltion nor substance," that "God fills 
all time, place, and space," which makes an empty stomach an 
utter impossibility and hunger only a mental delusion, we see· at 
once the only permanent source of relief. It is to deny the real
ity of hunger, and to hold the image of your stomach before 
you, fined with God! Nothing is more simple, and it don't 
cO.:.t you a cent; and surprising though it seems, it can be done 
without" karma" or "chemicalization!" Many when treating 
themselves for this dismal delusion will prefer a formula to assist 
them, and knowing none better than Helen Wilmans's, I would 
sltggest that hers be adopted. When feeling sick she talks to her 
mind thus: "Can God be sick? No! Then I am not sick," 
and immediately she is well. By changing this to read: ,. Can 
God b~ hungry?" etc., a splendid formula is at once constructed; 
and now, dear reader, without"money and without price, I freely 
give this metaphysical· knowledge to an ignorant world wrapped 
in the wretched delusion of gross and tangible matter.-C. SEV
ERANCE, Los Angeles, Cal., in New Thought. 

THE ladies of the W. C. T. U." and others who have been so 
active in working up a sentiment in Congress in favor of a strict 
Sunday law, must have. been greatly shocked when they saw in 
the daily papers that the United States Congress held an all-day 
Sunday session on the 3d inst. Even Senator ,Blair, who is the 
most fanatical old granny in the bunch, was in his seat taking 
part in the "desecration." His Sabbath bill commanded so lit
tle respect that it was never reported on by the committee to 
whom it was referred.-Sunday Gazetteer. 

OLD Philetus Sawyer, the genial senator from Wisconsin, who 
can tell a good story as well as any of them, amused his colleagues 
in the committee-room of pensions, the other day, by referring to 
the smartness of a local preacher near his home, who, he says, is 
as sharp and shrewd at a bargain as he is prompt to attend to the 
spiritual requirements of those in affliction. This preacher was 
called upon once to attend a funeral, and on returning home re
marked, with no small satisfaction, that he had" improved the 
time by making $r 5 in a wood trad~ while the mourners were 
viewing the corpse." This little lumber story reminded one of 
the Nebraska senators of one of the most powerful and effect
ive revivals that ever occurred in the West, at a little town in 
his state, not a thousand miles from Omaha, where every male 
inhabitant, with a single exception, was converted. The inhabit
ants of the town were, as a rule, .wretchedly poor. The president 
of the railroad company, on the line of which the town was situ
ated, touched with sympathy for their condition, appro3.ched one 
o( the principal men and inquired if they ever had any preaching 
out in that section. "Preaching?" said the person addressed. 
"Oh, yes; we had a great revival here last winter, and all got con .... 
verted but one man, who said he could not join the church until 
he had stolen timber enough from the railroad company to fence 
his farm." After this hop.est confession the president of the rail
road com pany never attempted to detect the thieves. It was 
useless. One of the favorite hymns sung by these bood CO.lVerts, 

the senator says, was the well-known one begin!1ing: "Ble~t is 
the tie that binds."-New York Tribune. 

Professor Seymour On the Trail. 

To th~ Editors 0/ Freethought: 
From the Natural Bridge I went, through a rough but fine country, to 

Murphy, where I found a splendid hotel kept by Mitchlet Bros. I en
gaged the Union church here and gave five lectures, but, owing to its 
raining night and day, the audiences were small. 

. Murphy is delightfully situated in a little valley only fifteen miles from 
the big trees-those wonders of the world. Think of a tree or log lying 
o~ its side being higher than a two-story house, or thirty to thirty-five feet, 
yet such is the fact. I went up on a high hill here to visit those wonders 
of this country, if not of the world, the Coral.Caves. They were dis'
covered three years ago by A. J. Mercer, who, being very tired, sat down 
on a rock to rest, and while there noticed that a little way from him the 
weeds and grass were viol~ntly moved by a current of air, while there 
was no wind blowing. Going to the place and holding l.lis hand down 
he found a strong current coming out of a little hole in the ground partly 
covered by a rock. Thi~ he overturned and found an opening large 
enough to crawl into. He soon secured lights, ropes, and help, and ex
plored this, before unknown cavern, for many thousand feet. 11r . Mercer 
immediately took the claim, as it was government land, and has been of
fered $10,000 for it. He has cleaned it out'and put in thirty-two pairs 
of stairs, that lead you up and down its intricate passages until you would 
be lost indeed without a guide. There are probahly a dozen rooms or 
chambers, and in some instances the passage from one to the other is a 
tight squeeze for a portly skeleton like your correspondent to crawl 
through. The rooms are small and irregular, with very uneven floors, 
but the formations overhead and on the walls are the most wonderful and 
curious I ever beheld. It looks like some confectioner's grotto all covered 
with the sweets of his art. The" Miner's Blanket" anJ " Angel Wings" 
are two stalactite sheets several feet in length and width, not over a half
inch in thickness, and of a. creamy white that Ollr candle shone through 
most beautifully. We tapped on them gently and they gave forth most 
musical notes. No words can possibly give one an idea of the weird' 
beauty and solemn grandeur of these caves. The temperature always 
stands at 50 degrees, so it is warm and comfortable. Mr. Mercer has 
the rooms all named-" The Crystal Grotto,"." The Organ Loft," "The 
Bride's Chamber," "The Coral Grotto," etc. Mr. Mercer has found quite 
a number of Indian skeletons, bear remains, and many others. 

My friend and comrade, on this trip, H. H. Acker, picked up here in 
the streets a small chunk of gold washed out by the heavy rains. Murphy 
has still some fine mines owned by a Boston company, superintended by 
a Mr. Morse, who was educated for a priest, but now is a stirring and 
live radical. I met here several Liberals. I als() found in this out of
the-way place that historic person who was said to have been crucified 
nineteen hundred years ago at Jerusalem. He is keeping store here at 
Murphy. I looked but coul~ see no wounds in his hands, but saw him 
take a" nip" at the bar several times. His sign, "Christ's Store," I 
thought, ought to bring all the good folks to trade with him, but I could 
not see that he was better patronizeclt than the other merchants. I "came 
to Christ" several times while in Murphy, but I am the same doubting 
Thomas as of yore. Our next move was ten miles to Angel's Camp, the 
smartest mining town in the county, where we found another fine stopping
place at the Angel's Hotel. I naturally expected the residents would 
all have wings, but I found nothing spiritual about the place, except 
what was retailed over the counter at J 5 cents a glass. I rented, here, 
Dolling's Hall and gave four lectures, but the rain was almost incessant, 
so very few women or children would come out, and, as the hall would 
hold five hundred people, it seemed rather lonesome. But we drove tIle 
Liberal stake and' made our claim good, so Putnam or some one else will 
find the ground staked out. There is a sixty-stamp mill here that makes 
a noise like an earthquake and thunder· combined. Miners are down 
four hundred feet digging out the quartz nuggets full of gold which this 
mill soon pulverizes: and then washes out the" root of all evil." A two 
hundred stamp mill is to be built near here soon, then there are a number 
of smaller mills close by; so this is emphatic ...lly a: mining town. There 
is a very, large foreign element in all these old mining towns, and the 
Catholic religion seems to prevail. Nearly every other door is a dram 
shop, but everything goes on q~ietly and peaceably. 
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I notice many large over-shot water-wheels, some thirty to fifty feet 
high. The water to run them comes from the ditches high up on the 
hills. The~e wheels are used for various purposes, but principally to 
drive mining machinery. . 

I found Otto Dalling, mine host of Angel's Hotel, a ste·rling Infidel, all 
the way from" Bingen on the Rhine," who did all possible to make our 
stay here pleasant and profitable. Otto is a rustler from away back and 
has made a fortune, and will make two or three more yet before handing 
in his checks. I met Mr. Love, who keeps the livery stable, another old 
white-headed veteran of Freethought, who studied phrenology forty years 
ago in Fowler & Wells's office in New York. . 

The churches, at least the Protestant ones, have very little support 
anywhere in California, outside of the cities. I have attended th~ir 

meetings in nearly every town I have traveled through, and they seldom 
have more than 'twelve to fifteen persons present. At Sonora the Metho
dist minister told me his only salary was the collections made with the 
hat, and only one man a member in a town of 2,000 people. I think 
they are in the sere and yellow leaf. The people are mostly Freethinkers, 
but have no enthusiasm and would ·hardly go to hear a Freethought lec
ture, or anything else. I notice the dog fights and ministrel shows always 
draw. Our Oregon folks are a long ways ahead in Liberal work and 
energy. I shall probably travel that way again this summer_ 

D. C. SEYMOUR. 

A Clergyman Answered. 

[The following letter, which explains itself, was offered for publication 
to t.he local editor at Salmon City, Idaho, but was returned to the writer.] 

To THE REV. O. \V. MINTZER, Sir: To you, as a follower of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, I wish to make a few remarks. 

I consider it my duty to refute and denounce some of the assertions ex
pressed by you in your sermon at the church last Sunday evening. First, 
you said that unbelief was the cause of the dark ages. On the au
thority of history I meet your assertion with a direct negative. No un· 
believer, no Infidel, has ever gained the notorious distinction of having 
burned people to death for mere opinion's sake. To the believers, the 
Christians, belongs that" honor." It was the holy Inquisition (believers 
in God) that delighted in stoning, burning, racking, and torturing peo
ple to death, in the name of your God, for the glory of your God, and, 
I presume, as he made no demonstration against such infamy, to the 
pleasure of your God. 

I challenge you to name one unbeliever, one Infidel, one Atheist, that 
ever even persecuted a man, woman, or child for their religious belief or 
non-religious belief? The cause of the dark ages was superstition, or 
supernatural doctrines advocated and enforced by priestly impostors. 

S:!cond, you accuse unbelievers of "trying to remove God," and are 
thus the cause of immorality. Now if you really believe there is an in
finite, omnipotent God, how foolish it is to talk of his being removed by 
men. What folly to speak about the finite removing the infinite! Do 
you pretend that you can help" God" being removed? Do:!s th~ " in
finite Omnipotence" need any of your help? Is your God so wcak that 
you have to help fight the Infidels? Why do you have such a God? 
When you· offer your prayers and.,send up your supplications to your 
God, dictating to him what to do and what not to do, is it because you 
think he does not understand his work, that he does not know his busi
ness? If you know a thing you can prove it. What is the least you will 
take to prove there is a God ? 

You complain about seeing beautiful women sink in the dens of vice 
among th~ heathen Chinese; and at the same time you pretend to believe 
in a God that" doeth all things well." Can you not see all kinds of 
evil, crime, and cruelty going on in the world and also that your" God" 
does no more towards preventing it than if he were a dead "God?" Is 
it not better to have no "God" than one who does no good? Sir, if you 
would like to see less evil in this world, the advice of an Atheist is: Stop 
talkinCT about God, and try to help man; stop preaching about Christ, 
and s;eak for justice among men; stop telling about" heaven" and at
tend to the things of earth. And stop teaching theology and show the 
beauty and satisfaction of a moral life. 

The infamous doctrine of yours, that your religion offers an " atone
ment for all sins," is simply a premium upon crime. I regard the doctrine 
with supreme contempt. The prisons and penitentiaries are full of pious 
criininals this day who boast of baving a religion tbat "forgives their 

sins." Such horribleteachmg is an inducement for immorality. It is 
the worst form of license. 

As an unb~liever.. of the Bible as the word of God, as a bdiever of the 
book as the word and work of men, and some of them very ignorant 
men, and as an Infidel to all error, I shall speak my honest thoughts 
with no fear of your brimstone hell nor any desire to ever become a resi. 
dent in your orthodox heaven. Of the two p·laces, I would rather. go to 
hell; for, according to your religion, I would meet there such splendid, 
good men as Humboldt, Darwin, Ingersoll, and Herbert Spencer, all 
unbelievers; while in your heaven, according to your doctrine of 
"'various atonement for all sins," I would meet such fiends as the tyrant 
Constantine, the assassin Guiteau, the impostor Brigham Young, and· the 
hundreds of murderers (all believers) who are jerked by the· gallows to 
the bosom of Abraham. No, sir, I don't want to go to heaven. As 
Putman says: "I prefer a hell of honest men -to a paradise of angelic 
shams! I resent the imputation that one is ever an Infidel for the 
sake of license. And I affirm that it is one's moral nature that makes 
him an out-and-out Infidel or Atheist. YOIl know, or ought to know, 
that one can have far more license if he is orthodox, for with the or
thodox-

Long as the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner mar return. 

"One can act like the devil all his life time, and go to glory from the 
scaffold. If I wanted a free-and-easy time I should certainly be ortho
dox. I'd join the church and say my prayers. The orthodolS ministet:. 
has a jolly time of it; plenty beefsteak and plum-pudding, wine, and 
cake; even the hest spring chicken, both new and old, are killed for IllS 

especial benefit." 
But enough. I say seriously, "There's no temptation to be an Infidel 

to the mere pleasure-seeker. Infidelity is a sacrifice for the sake of truth, 
morality, and humanity. It commits one to hard mental work. It's no 
child's play. It isn't a picnic. It is labor and a hard struggle. It is 
one's conscience that compds one to be an Infidel. He must go because 
in Infidelity'he sees the brightest hopes of man: the gospel (If the future, 
the religion of humanity, of justice, the moral perfection of the human 
race. It is a question not of reason ,only, but of manhood." 

Come now, and let us reason together (said the Lord, Isaiah 1-18). 

This is the advice of the text, is it not? Then why not banish the clouds 
of superstition and let the sunshine of truth enlighten the intellect, and 
use the sacred light for the good of humanity? Yours for goodness 
without a "God." CHARLES F. BLACKBURN. 

This and That. 

To th~ Editors of Fr~ethottght: 
No. 10 of FREETHOUGHT, is a " feast of fat things" to a lover of truth 

and progress. I am glad to learn that the" Sunday law" has met with reo 
verses. Brother Putnam's Notes never fail for spicy variety, an optimistic 
aspect and inspiration of aspiration. I have read the synopsis of Pro
fessor Miller's Sunday discourse, over and over with great pleasure. In 
all my scientific reading I have never read a clearer, more comprehensive 
statement of the origin, age, and progress of man through cerebral growth 
in form, size, and quantity of brain, to which I will add quality also. 
What were all the utterances from the pulpits of "Frisco," that Sun
day worth to humanity, compared with the broad utterances of Professor 
Miller, of nature's saving, elevating truth? All hail! Brother Miller's 
scientific salvation of man, and his work of constituting the prospective 
great temple of Humanity and the kingdom of man. I do hope he will 
be sustained and encouraged to spread the light of his scientific and 
luminous brain from benighted and priest-ridden San Francisco. Brother 
Miller, I reach out my heart and hand to you; "shake." 

I also reach my hand to Hiram Wentworth, whose wit, sarcasm, irony, 
and truth uttered at San Pasqual met with a hearty response from me. I 
hope he will use his "cheek," his~kind, and his talents to spread the 
truth that is in him. He has something to say, and I hope he will keep 
saying it. J. H. COOK. 

-"!-- SUBSCR1BER ~as 320 ,acres of School land in Napa county, Cal., 
whIch he would hke to dISPOS;,! of at a reasonable figure. Inquirers 
will please address" A. G. \V.," this office. 

R~IUBARB BIT~ERS. impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys • 
pepsla, promote dIgestIOn, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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CHURCH AND STATE,i 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 
·SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V . 

AMERICAN PARTY, 

A CRITICISM BY 'I JEFFERSON," 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNAM & MACDONALD. 

INGERSOLL'S 'VVORI'CS. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In fiVl 

lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "InJiviuuality," 
and" Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man. 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In 
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois,' 
"lhe Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexanuel 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger. 
soU:' 

Some Mistakes of ~Moses. Paper, So cents: 
cloth, $1 25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 

cloth, $1 25. 


What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. ~ . 

Ingersoll Catechlsed: His Answers toa Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per d~zen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York ObSn-7Hr. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
scents. 

Address on· the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volum~, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Prose Poems and Selections. It contains, be· 

sides the celebrated "Decoration Day Ora· 

tion," and all the famous tributes, many 

other gems selected from the speeches, argu

ments, lectures, table.talks and day-to-da) 

conversations of the author. Fine steel por 

trait and autcgraph facsimile. Price, in 

cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2 50, 


Photographs ot Col. Ingersoll. Cahinet, 4oc. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

. Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocadng associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
other than p·oor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
b~ when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

" 

GUARD THE RIGHT. 

No. 105, COSMIAN HnlN BOOK. 
Tune, "America." 

J.' Nature has made'us free, 
True to our liberty 

\Ve guard the right 
True hearts to wait are strong, 
So be our vigil long; 
\Vhile lives on earth a wrong 

vVe guard the right. 
2. 	 By those who wore the shield 

On life's grand battlefield, 
Guarding the right, 

By those grand heroes dead, 

I 


Martyrs, who burned and b!ed. 
Faced death and shame and dread 

Guarding the right. 

3. 	 \Vhile creeds dwarf heart and brain 
With superstitious bane, 

We guard the right 

\Vhile men are slaves to lies, 

While hopeless prayers arise, 

\Vhile truth is sacrifice, 


\Ve guard the right. 
4. \Ve will at wrongs protest, 

\Veakling or slave oppressed, 
\Ve guard the right. 

\Vhile this world's sufferings plead, 
We pledge heart, voice, and deed, 
Serving the human need, . 

We guard the right. 

5 Onward each patriot, 
Earth is our common lot, 

On, toward the right. 
Ours is to dare and do, 
Ours to be firm and true, 
Till freedom's fight is through, 

On, toward the right. 

"I A1\1 humble," said the preacher; any
thing is good enough for me," "I believe 
you," said the listener, ., I h:lVe heard your 
sermons."- E.poch. 

A THlEF.in Carlisle, Pa., stole ninety-one 
Bibles before he was-well, he isn't c~ught 
yet, but before anybody missed anything. 
If the beggar had stolen euchre decks the 
loss would have been discovered the same 
day.-Brooklyn Eagle. 

IF the custodians of the law intend to 
compel our mediums to pay a license for 
practicing their spiritual gifts, why not in
clude Dr. McKenzie and Sam Jones, and 
all others who earn their living by dealing 
in spiritual matters. Let us have fair play. 
-Golden Gate. 

A STORY is told by Dr. Aird, moderator 
of the Free Church of Scotland, respecting 
a minister who in the old days of patron
age was forced upon a congregation at AI

THE new Japane~e constitution provides 
for a house of peers-partly hereditary, 
partly elective, and partly nominated by the 
mikado-and a house of commons of 300 

members. Suffrage is given to men over 
25 who pay taxes to the amount of $25 
yearly. Liberty of religion, freedom of 
speech, and the right of public meeting are 
guaranteed. 

DR. RIORDAN, Catholic archbishop of 
San Francisco, says that the people of the 
United States are drifting" into deism. The 
religious bodies outside the Catholic church 
are suffering greater loss(:s than we have to 
bear. On the whole, we are holding our 
own. It is, I th:nk, beginning to be gen
erally recognized that the time is coming 
when we shall simply have two forms of 
belief face to face-deism and Catholicism." 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

or the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 	 . 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 
,.,

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents.. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

St'Jdies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Miracles and Miracle Workers, 
ness. He was coldly received, but calling BY JOHN PECK. 

one day upon an old elder, he took a chair Price 10 cts. 

in spite of his gruff reception. In order to 

meet an awkward pause he took out his A Short History of the Bible. 

snuil box. "Oh," said the elder, "ye tak Being a popular account of the formation and 

snuff, dae ye ?" "Oh, yes," was the reply. 
 Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
"Weel," said the elder, "that's the fir3t Keele.r. Price. So cents. 
sign of grace I've seen in ye." "How's 
that ?" "Dae ye no read 0' Soloalon's Men, Women, and Gods. 
temple," replied the elder, "that a' the By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robe'ft 
snuffers were of pure gold ?" G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
- by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 

31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STElVI-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine' 
case, 7 jewels, $S; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $)9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b :st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; .do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved,$1 and $2 additional. .-Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are . 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3counce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. !tyle, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S::nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS;-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
_. Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices or send better goods. . 
SUNDRIES. 

Best Spectacles or Eye~glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons . $3·4 
Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.6 

(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ' ·3 
.14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple.plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" J:orks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
_ Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. _ 
Senq, me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1 ; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. . 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDa.EADON, 
- :t of Edinlmrgh. Scot

a Ifra,l&ate of thr~ UnJv~rSlllCK, 11 11(1 retired after 50 years' praC~ l()e.. he 

: • t~·~:: .1~.'t~~ l~ 1~~~~::::t:~~~t;I::,I;:~~,~1.f~:;~\':.~~~"u~ ..\~:5; 
most lJU\lu.ar and compreh~nsive lxlok treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~J~ ~n~e~~t:!t1:~ ~n:lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical.. pre!!entation ot~'}Iooical COllllllon SenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable W invalid!\, l!bowin~ new meani by whICh t r: cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crit -cs, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of subjec(.8 €'STX'cilllly important to young me N 
I:. weryone who .. wants to know, yuu kuow," will· find it interestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t ultroduccd, consists of a ~ri., 

, of beautiful <·ol...•..d t1Datd~A N EW
~:,1 ;::'fo\~~lli~~.l~~'fe~:i!~~'<\;~l~~~~ ~l,;t :~~~;~~~Jrct 

selling AGENTS whohnvealrcady found 1\/:old mine in it. l4r. 
work for Koehler wrikll: .. I ROld the fir.;t silt booJcs in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at speciiU rates. ScnMor terms. • 

.16·~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\white an4FREE~lut' circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote', DewLII. M01t.UlJf1. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and iIlnstrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JII11UU.Y mLL PI1B. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28th St., l\tW Jork. 


_Temperance and Prohibition-, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHA1\I, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

.
Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Ltberalism,Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 
. Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

and 
bis 

Do~t"r 

milldl,,
seminal 

rfl 

"Private 
all 

many 
he 

A 't~~~Lt:U~~P$tWP 
LIF ED PHYSWIAN. 
the OIl-st 81lcc~~sful (in
IOpcciaity) as his i.ractil-e w:U 
surely I-ro' e. 'rhe 
trt:atll all thofle peculiar dis
eaRCS of young ami 
a.ged men such I1S 
weakness. impotency, &c., 
suIting from indescrdiolt lind 
ignorance of youth. Those w' 0 
are ail.lig should send ten nu 
cents for his hook, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Applicatiuu'-

A PO!t<I'rIV"~ ( ; URF. 

The book is w_orth 
times its cost, l<ml should 
read by the )'clung for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope" used. The book spoken of sent sl!aled. 

Address, DR. }{. P . FELLOVrS, VINELAND, NEW J~~J:;-; : -, ¥ 
tlay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From. the WaRhington National View.] 
n~. Fellows, of Vin\lla.nd, New Jersey offers hisvalnable 

se~Vlces to ';tl! those, l~ .need of ~ kind, symp:ltlJee'c and
skIllful phYSICIan. SUlIIlIar advert!sements from liureliahle 
practitioners have been assailed and flxposed by the preM 
but,:Or. FellC?ws, a specialist, In hIS lilll!. stan Is foremost 
in hl.s professl ~m. and the encomiums showered upm him 
pubh~ly as wo!l .as ill private, -are tlattering evidences of 
t~e high appreCiatIOn and coufidence his long and consc -en
~IOUs devotion to h'li sp~cialt,ies in hi.. profession have so 
Justly merited f?r iJim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WE&T LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR,~. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: 1'he remedy you sent 
!s workmg like a charm. I am completely snrprised the way
It acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
ap.d that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
rIght. Yours reslectfully. J. R. 

REIIIARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials re~eived from all parts of the United States. 
from young, middle-aged ~nd elderly mell, suffering fr ~ml 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who al~ now cured 
by my External Application, I-he greatest of all known 
rt:medies for this claSR of di'3eases, "s I a -,, an out and-out 
Llb~ral I trust the }c'reeth'nkers of the I .alld will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their timtl alld money on 
Christum doctol1l. DR. FJo:LLOWS. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ....... ~ ......................$ .. 00 
10 karat GaM, sma'l size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badg~ Pin .....•••.•.... ,.. . 2 75M~:~:~ g~\~, ~~l~ slte Badg.e Pin with Diamond, 85, 6 00 
14 k t G ld' L g adge Pm ...................... 300 


ara (I. arge Hooge Pin...... . ...... . ........ .. 00 
10 karat Golr!, Small ChUIID (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 
14 karat ~old, Rmall ChanD (for watch chaiu).. ... .. 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 CO 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain) 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diam~~d;' 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, £('t so that it may be 
cleancd from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy 

Sent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed a8 repre
sented or mon~y refunded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

-S. P. T A Y L -O R & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers·in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, JIr~ws, Hardware; Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. p, 

http:Vin\lla.nd
http:lJU\lu.ar
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

t'v1erchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON 8T. 
Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 

I 

. \ 

THE LATEST 

DR~:se surrs A SPECIA~TY.I 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEI'II'lSJ<] No. 6·;5 

P. O. CHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

Commercial Bn~ines!! and Coilections a Specialty. 

Office, 413 MJn~g()mery St., Rooms 9, 10 &. 11, 

S.\~ FltANCI~CO. CAL. 

i'l\CIPIC Cl\l{l{IAGE. C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, ~~ POWELL ST. 
OJX/K~ 1IINCKt..... Y, ~UPERINTENDENT 

Centra! Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St 

N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone ~950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

?-'lade to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

'375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN 90URT, 
PUBLISHED BY 

The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 
P 0 D F . • rawer . 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. I Pr~!~ceb and. Notel by the. Editor, Including variorlln: Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan• ~.'. no""" y GUllot, Wenck,llllman, "an English Church. Sabbath; Testimony of L hrislian Reformers, fhe Open Court 1:; a weekly Journal devoted, man,.' and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo. 864 paJ{es 

Translations from the most prominent authors I ·~~en~. Th~peclarati0!l Usc!!, an~the Il:l.tilJnal an
..em entItled La"d of Llbertv. Prll:e 10 ct:nts· b cop-	 Little LeSSons on Science, cents; Mary 

of Europe have been procured, and efforts are lea. 25 centa; 25 copies, $1.' • • Jones, or Infidel Teacher 20 cents; The
made to present the very best and most advanced IDarwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; TheI 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

. The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

~~~~~E:gI~::I~~:OR ..................................................... $25.00 

PAN '" ..................................................... 35.00 


TS TO ORDER FOR................ ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application, 
C E1:.A.s. . F. :13 UJ:=l..G-.BI.[.A. N"• 


TAILOR, 

-~o~ FIFTH STREET ~o~-

P. 	 A. CL.~RK. CIIAS. W. CLARK. 

I~El\:1.SBURG'S VVORKS. 

D I A M 0 ND VALLE Y False Claims. 	 centsPrice -;;:;ents singly; 75 
per dozen. As a Missionary I )ocument it is 

NURSERIES. unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 

CLAl{I{ BROS., PROPRIETORS, of the prisoners in the penitentiades; the 
I
 

Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
1. ence; the Church and Learning; the ChurchN U R S E R Y M E N . and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 

Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

'-alhers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Catalpas for Timber Oulture a 

8Pecia/ty~ -~efferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 
Bible Morars. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sane-

Have at Thdr Kurseries all Kinds of Fruit tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
and Orndmental Trees and Vines. Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 

t>rostitution; Murder; Wars of L onquest and 
Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 

Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness
Special Attention Given to Planting to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

and Caring of Orchards rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
and Vineyards. lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran

cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 

Addres~ 

CLARK BROS., discount on larger quantities. 
S,l.ll Jacinto, Cal Sabbath-Breaking. f) This is the best and most 

---,------------------  thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, handsome print. The question is discussed 
An Important work by GlbboR, the historian. Compri!! under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
Ing a!) ~at rela~es to the pro>!,ress of the Christ:an reli batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
glon.m The II Istorj of the Dedlne and Fall of the Roman ~criptul'es dnd the Sabbath; Examination ofE,!,plre," and a Vindication (never bt'fore published in 
thl8 coun~ry) of so.me p~llages in. the 15th an<1 16th chap ~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
ters, by Edward GIbbon, Esq., wIth a Life of the Author bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 

Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. { Price, 2S cents; 6 copies. $1. 

Cloth. WiUl Enj,l"raViDgL Price, $150.' . 

Addr.ess, Putnam & MaCdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisc O. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S a 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of rndepcndence. Also, the immortal IIORDER THEM OF ELMINA! 

thought be~ring o~ scienti~c, religious, social, I TH E SYSTEM OF NATU 
and economIc questIOns. , . RE, 

[iP Terms, $2 per year. $ I for six months. ' ort/:WI of the Moral and Physical World. By BaroD 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 l&...a. A Dew and lmproYed edition, with D~ bybacIa• 
cents. Sample copies sent free on applkatioJl, ~~ Ia OM. Pdoe, ... 

Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

. Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YON]] SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


"The Book that the Anlerican ~lissionary Society' tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and an Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS; 

-PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 
• 

A Modest Creed. SOMETHING NEW!FREETIIOUGI-IT BOOKS From whence I come, or whither go, 
--THE-My creed is this, I do not know; 


PUTNAM'S "W'ORKS. 
 Into this creed all others flow. "COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
I am a flickering spark of mind,The New God. 10C. The New God' was madt --A COLLECTION OF--,Vast darkness is before, behindby an at"tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
Darkness to me, for I am blind.as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 


his "god" in his own image, and breathes into Lo, in a blade of grass there dwell 
 ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. Dread mysteries I cannot spell, (WORDS AND :l\1USIC)
Washburn. Higher than heaven, deeper than hell._ 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies,Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. Things were, and are, and are to be; 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine I peer not into mystery, For Schools and the Home.creative spark is \yithin him. The book is filled And cry, made bold through fear, " I see! " 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 

Things were, and are, and go their way, words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN.'Vhether they govern or obey; lLiberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
With them I go and cannot stray. ert C. Ingersoll. 

l'rice ........•••••••........... $1.50
"I do not know; " all thought sublime, Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
All prophecies of former time, Address orders' to 
But hide this pearl in seas of slime.

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic L. K. WASHBURN,
power; breezy from first page to last with And I, who neither fear nor trust, 

Revere, Mass.the livng spirit of to.day."-70hn Swinton's Holding this creed because I must, 
PIJiwI'. r Shall not be mocked, alive or dust. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. -George Horton, Chicago Herald. 

nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
 THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
nam is a vignrons poet. His poetry rings like 

Some of Jefferson's Maxims. Faith or Agnosticism.a bell, anel stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Blllgarius. r' Taste cannot be controlled by law. A series of articles 


Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag-
 The only security for all is a free press. --from-
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever Is u!)iformity of opinion desirable? No The North American Review _no\"el and ever mysterious legelld of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imaginatIOn, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
l'utnam as a genuihe poet. "- The (Jllivlru, 
San Francisco. 

fbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
titlc Solution. I'dce, 20 cents. '''As a philo
sophical writer ~tr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to reatl him. His easy 
style and poetic exprt:ssion make his produc
tions very attra~ti\'e."-Dr•.Foote's Health 
~VoJlthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.~ It is well worth reading."-Boslon 
I'1Vl'StifTntor 

THE-ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adstolle, Huxley, Mulle~, Linton, 
Reville on the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
Price, 50 cel1ts. 

more than of face and stature. --by-
An honest heart being the first blessing, REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

a knowing head is the second. 
It is error alone which needs the support The discussion upon which are based 

of government. Truth' can stand by itself. the Remarks of 
Bigotry is the disease of ignorance of mor Hon. vY. E. Gladstone. 

bid minds; enthusiasm of the free and 
buoyant. Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utRam & Macdon-

Were we-directed from Washington when aId, 50 4 Kearny st., San Francisco, Ca1ifornia~ 
to sow and when to reap, we should soon 

want bread. VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
It is better to keep the wolf out of the A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 

fold than to trust to drawing his tE'eth and choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
claws after he has entered. bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 

I have sworn upon the altar of God eter- . to ~nd in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
nal hostility against every form of tvranny 1 desue above all that under the appearance of 

. f • fable there may appear some latent truth obvihover t e mmds 0 men. ous to the discerning e··e thou(Th't 'th . . h 1 f d' j, b 1 escape eEducatlOn IS t e on y sure oun atlon ob:;ervations of the vllJRar."-Voltai:e. 
:h:lt c.m be devised for the preservation of 12 mo., 41-8 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav. 
freeJom and happiness. in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 
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WE urge the single-tax advocates to give their own class papers 
a living chance. If the cause is to be advocated in the columns 
of FREETHOUGHT, what field. is left for Mr. Geo~ge's Standard -and 
Pentecost's Twentieth . Century? 

SUNDAY picnics are again in full swing, with all their immoral 
accessories. They are the outcome of Sunaay idleness, yet the 
religious people want a law to make work on Sunday a crime. 
What seems to be needed is sufficient police influence to make 
the hoodlums respect such laws against disorderly conduct as 
are now on the statute books. 

PUBLISHERS of struggling Freethought journals can congratulate 
themselves that they are not much worse off than their brethren 
of the religious press. In an address before the Baltimore 
1Vlethodist Confererice last month the Rev. Dr. Mendenhall, 
editor of the Methodist Review, said there was not a religious 
review in the United States that is self-supporting. 

THE burial of the disreputable suicide, Prince Rudolph of 
Austria, in consecrated ground and with the solemn hocus pocus 
of the Catholic church, has not yet ceased to be pointed to by 
non-Catholics as evidence that royalty and we~lth can purchase 
anything it wants from the pope., It is against the law of the 
church for suicides to have the benefit of its rites, or for families 
to intermarry, yet both of these barriers were overthrown in 
Rudolph's case and he was accorded all the pious mummery his 
surviving relati~es were willing to pay for. 

JAPAN has but recently adopted a constitution guaranteeing 
liberty of speech and press, and the government is now subjected 
to adverse criticism for suppressing half a dozen newspapers. 
What is remarkable in this case is that the suppressed journals 
are religious organs. Their offense consisted in applauding the 
murder by a Shinto fanatic of the Agnostic Viscount Mori, min
ister of public instruction, who placed himself under the ban of 
religion by desecrating a Shinto temple to the extent of keeping 
his shoes on when' he entered it. One of the papers suggests 
that the fate of Mori should be visited upon all who commit sim
ilar offenses against the gods. In view of the cause of their 
suppression, the prohibited publicaLions receive meagre sympathy 

. . 

FURTHER details of the horrible crime from religious insanity, 
which occurred on Saturday, March 30, in Bollinger county, Mo., . 
have been received. Monroe Lasater and wife have for two' 
years been affected with a peculiar religious fanaticism. Meet
ings full of fanatic fervor were held on the night previous to the 
murder. One occurred in Wayne township, and Mr. and Mrs. 
L'asater labored under intense excitement. They went home 
about midnight and continued their frenzied religious ravings 
until Saturday afternoon. Then they became possessed ofthe 
idea that they must sacrifice their only child, an eighteen-months 
old girl, as an offering to God. They claimed to be acting under 
a revelation from God. Lasater told his wife that he must offici
ate as crucifier. After prayer and other proceedings the wife 
seized the infant in her arms and squeezed it until life was ex
tinct. It was then stripped naked and they drove a spike through 
each hand, nailing the corpse to a tree. The man and his wife 
were lodged in jail. 

SUNDAY MORNING AT 10:30. 

All the Liberals' of the city and vicinity are invited to ·be present 
at the meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society next 
Sunday morning, 10:30 o'clock, 323 Turk street. 

Last Sunday's address by Professor Miller was on the" Evolu
tion of ·Religion." At the coming meeting he will discuss the' 
evolution of the God idea. While it may be somewhat incon-, 
venient for Liberals to attend these Sunday morning gatherings 
they should be willing to sacrifice something for the good 
this growing movement. 

of 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Coming from Perris through the wild Temecula Pass at 
Oceanside, the broad Pacific greets the view, blue and splendid as 
the gleaming sky itself. To my agreeable surprise, I here met 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Knowles, of the St. Cloud Hotel,formerly 
Del Mar. If any traveler of any creed whatsoever wants a de
lightful dinner, let him go to the St. Cloud. It is said that the 
way to a man's heart is through his stomach. The H inner man" 
here will certainly find ample satisfaction, while everything is as 
pleasant as refinement and good taste can make it. At Del Mar, 
amidst the sunlight just twinkling into the gold of evening, I was 
whisked off to Thermal Heights, where among flowers and green 
fields, with mountains and seas like jewels along the horizon, the 
waves forever beating music up the shining shores, the Secular 
pilgrim finds what is delightful in society and nature. 1\1r. and 
Mrs. Shaug and family and the surroundings of a happy home 
make the days pass by like summer's radiance. It is·wonderfully 
exhilarating to look upon the beautiful fiowers-a mass of 
brilliance mingling with the rival glory of the sun. Mrs. Shaug 
cultivates the flowers with a poet's enthusiasm, and has added 
to the ranks of beauty a new attr~ction, named the Hattie L. by 
florists in honor of herself. It is a delicate and brilliant flower. 
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I spent two days at Thermal Heights in that kind of absolute 
rest which invigorates both mind and body. The panorama of 
life constantly unrolled with exquisite and gratifying prospects. 
I roamed over to John Meklensek's ranch, where he is making 
earth bring forth its bounty. He believes in Freethought, and 
that the busy hand' is the divinest assurance of happiness and 
success. 

~ was in hopes to see other friends, but somehow or other 
time went too fast. . 

Shadow is always amidst sunshine. During my stay Mrs. 
Shaug received a telegraphic despatch announcing the death of 

• her father, Marcus Gill, of Iowa. 	 He has lived a long and hon
orable life, a Liberal-minded man, to whom death could come 
as no terror. The sympathy of all is with Mrs. Shaug in this 
natural sorrow, which has with it the memory of a parent's noble 
worth. 

Saturday afternoon· I come to San Diego, beautiful city by the 
sea. The boom has departed, but heaven still smiles upon it, 
and its future is by no means without promise. 

The new railroad has been completed to El Cajon Valley, and 
is to be pushed on to strike the Southern Pacific and pass 
through Utah at Frisco and Salt Lake City and join the Union 
Pacific at Ogden. This will bring San Diego in direct con
nection with the great East, and in time will give it a wonderful 
impetus. The town at present is at a standstill, but is not 
retrdgading. Property is held at good prices. The advantages 
of the place are many. The soil is excellent and can produce 
almost everything. Water is plenty. There is no question of 
the prosperity of this country, but it will not come by speCUla
tions in real estate, but by wise labor. As a residence city, San 
Diego is unsurpassed in the wide world. The sceneries on every 
side are magnificent. The mountain prospects are lovely and 
sublime, and hold within their bosom fertile valleys, minerals, 
.and wealth of waters. The ocean views beneath wide skies and 
brilliant clouds, adorned with the elegance of Coronado beach, 
are of enchanting beauty and. variety. The Coronado Islands 
lift their blue summits thirty miles away. Table Mountain 
glistens where the Mexican ranges and plains skirt the vast sea. 

I am at the house of Randf ord Worthing. I find. he is of the 
old New England stock, from Maine and Mas~achusetts. He 
was Lieut.-Colonel in the army, a mining engineer since the 
war in Colorado and other parts of the West, and has had an 
adventurous and prosperous career, meeting the ups-and-downs 
of life with genuine Yankee grit. He is amopg the leading 
citizens of San Diego, and popular with all parties. He is fear
less in expression of opinion and keeps his colors of Freethought 
at the front. His elegant and hospitable home has the genial. 
flavor of intellectual and social New England, and the delightful 
associations of the East mingle with the splendors of this new 
world of the Pacific Coast. Although in the prime of life Mr. 
Worthing is a grandfather, and four generations ~a:ther around 
his fireside. Mr. Fisk, the venerable great-grandfather, is of the 
pioneers of the old Granite state, and although verging to· eighty 
years, is on the sunny side of life and keeps step t<;> the music of 
youth. My labors are in the midst of kindly entertainments and 
~t~ractions that give delight to the swiftly passing days. 

The attendance at the lectures was better than I expected, for 
many of our friends who were here last year have been scattered 
far and wide. I was greeted b~ a fair number in the afternoon 
at the Lewis Opera House, and in the evening at Layfayette Hall. 
Mr~ WorihinS-, Mr. Garland, Mrs. lYlary A. White, and others, by 

their energy and good will, have gathered our forces together as 
far as possible. I was glad to meet F. W. Bradtey, always ready 
with a good word, . and never afraid of his colors. There is a 
splendid element of Freethought· in San Diago, and I am in 
hopes of a strong organization soon. What is needed is the 
attractive power which can only come by growth and civilization. 
I presume, with tbe ignorant masses, that hell fire is a very potent 
motive, and if ignorance is to prevail hell fire will continue to 
burn on and crowd the churches. Our organization, however, 
must be the result of free and harmonious life. There can be 
no machine work about it, only natural co-operation, like the beau
tiful forces of nature ittelf. So we hope on. Every new thought 
is our ally, and every triumph of science our moral power. My 
friend Garland in a fervid Spiritualist and claims to be a little 
farther along than myself, but on the same lines of advancement. 
He believes in matter as well as mind, and that the glory of this 
world is as necess.a.ry as that of any other. Hence he is a rattling 
worker for Freethought, and is an invaluable aid in the p'rogres
sive movement. Mrs. Mary A. White is always at the front with 
the enthusiastic nature of the "sunny South." Born in South 
Carolina, she gave up its Presbyterianism and slavery at the same 
breath, and has always been a strenuous .advocate of liberty. 
She is heartily in favor of co-operation and wants to build up a 
Freethought colony; and there are splendid opportunities in this 
land of sunshine, and millions of untouched acres waiting only 
the swift march of harnessed mountain streams to bloom with 
imperial magnificence. I was delighted to meet with that brill
iant advocate of woman's rights and human rights, Mrs. Clara 
Foltz, who is in entire sympathy with the constructive methods of 
Freethought. She is not only a representative of her sex but of 
humanity also. She has the broad brain as well as fervent feel
ing. Her eloquence is the eloquence of good sense as well as 
poetic enthusiasm. 

Malcolm Matheson, president of the San Felipe and Desert 
Land and Water Company, is also a Liberal, and his plan for the 
irrigation of thousands of acres of desert land, opening them to 
civilization, seems to me a practicable enterprise. If successful 
it will do wonders f~r this southern country. He is a man of 
experience, has trnveled all over the hills and valleys, and knows 
what he is about. I hope myself, sometime, to visit the" back 
country," for, from all accounts, it is a world of beauty and 
grandeur. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rowe and daughter are also at this frontier post. 
Election day I drove with them from the hubbub of politics into 
the beautiful suburbs of San Diego. I tried to find myoid friend 
Wm. Allen, but he was not at home. The Rowe$ enjoy life with 
the philosophy and poetry of common sense, and take fortune as 
she comes, with smiles or frowns, for the best that she can give. 

M!. and Mrs. Bidwell make health and joy with the fleeting 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Wright, formerly of Napa, are also here. 
Mr. Val Fink is in the Freethought ranks. Samuel McHenry 
has gone to the land of gold, and I did not get a chance to see 
him. I. hope he will find some big nuggets. I came across 
Henry Chester, now of San Jacinto. He is a jolly comrade and 
a royal friend. I find he is a. New York boy, and knows all 
about that mighty metropolis. He got his education at the 
night schools of Cooper Institute. He made and lost a fortune 
in New York befo:re he was twenty vears old, and then started 
for the West. He landed about five years ago in San Diego 
with five cents in bis pocket, and left it a year since with over 
$5,000 cash. He is a Freethinker with every fibre of his being, 

http:necess.a.ry
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and believes in the golden rule with heart and hand. He suc
ceeds by liard work, and no g9ld eagle ever gets pinched that 
passes through his hands. I was also pleased'to meet with Mr. 
and Mrs. Lockwood and their daughter Miss Lentium, who is' a 
brave little Freethinker and likes FREETHOUGHT and H News and 
Notes;" and so I hope her youth will ever be a dawning fair to 
nobler days and that womanhood may be as happy as childhood's 
happy morn. 

I lecture here next Sunday afternoon and evening and so shall 
have ~ore to say of San Diego and friends in future "News and 
Notes." The days are so beautiful, the sun so exhilarating, the 
ocean pictures so alluring, that I find it diffic.ult to'take my pen 
in hand to write. I want to be on the go all the time. I would 
not object to a pair of angel wings that I might fly over these 
enchanting scenes. I can dream that I am in Italy or Greece, 
and that these islands are the jewels of the blue JEgean sea; and 
sky and mountain do blend with marvelous felicity and excite the 
whole being to a kind of musical delight-as if the ocean were 
some mighty artist with its thousand fingers touching earth to 
immeasurable melodies. SAMUEL' P. PUTNAM, 

April 5, 1889. 

THE ARROGANCE OF PIETY. 

It is perhaps fitting that on the thirtieth day of April, 1889, the 
people of the United States should celebrate the one hundredth 
anniversary of the inauguration of Washington. There is little 
objection to the day being proclaimed a legal holiday, though it 
might be said that when the American citizen desires a "day 
off" his native intelligence may be safely trusted to admonish 
him of t~e' most fitting time; but when a .political office-holder 
takes it upon himself to dictate the ·proper season for religious 
worship, and, ignoring the fact that religious worship is looked 
upon as little more than superstitious mummery by a respectable 
portion of the community, requests the people to repair to places 
of "divine worsh:p 11 and perform the incantations peculiar to 
the Christian and Hebrew superstitions, it is the duty of those 
who do not believe in confounding the offices of church and 
state to enter their emphatic protest. 

The honorable Presbyterian gentleman who, through the dis
pensation of an alleged providence and the judicious use of a 
large campaign fund, was last fall elected to the office of presi
dent of the United States, has issued a proclamation as follows: 

"A hundred years have passed since the government which our fore'
fathers founded was formally organized. At noon on the 30th day of 
April, 1789, in the city of New York, and in the presence of an assem
blage of heroic men, whose patriotic devotion had led the colonies to 
victory and independence, George Washington took the oath of office as 
chief magistrate of the new-born republic. 

"This impressiv~ act was preceded, at 9 o'clock in the morning in all 
the churches of the city, by prayer for God's blessing on the govenment 
and its first president. 

"The centennial of this illustrious event in our history has been declared 
a general holiday by the Act of Congr-ess, to the end that the people of 
the whole country may join in. commemorative exercises appropriate to 

the day. 
II' In order that the joy of the occasion may be associated with a deep 

thankfulness in the minds of the people for all our blessings in the past, 
and devout supplication to God for their gracious continuance in the 
future, the representatives of the religious creeds, both Christian and 
Hebrew, have been memorialized by the government to designate an 
hour for prayer and thanksgiving on that day_ 

"Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, president of the United States 
of America, in response to this pious and reasonable request, do recom
mend that on Tuesday, April 30th, at the hour of 9 o'clock in the morn

ing, the people of the entire country repair to their respective places of 
divine worship to implore as a favor of God that the blessings of liberty, 
prosperity, and peace may abide with us as a people, and that his hand 
may lead us in the paths of righteousness and good deeds." 

With regard to worship· the American citi?en occupies much 
the ,same position as with regard to holidays. When he wants to 
worship he knows where to go and what to do, and any interfer
ence in ,the matter from any other person can be characterized 
only as an impertinence. Religion is not anational affair, and 
the ~ffice of president does not constitute Mr. Harrison, ex oJIicw, 
the religious adviser of the people, as he would appear to imagine 
that it does. The president is popularly, though erroneously, 
termed the "servant of the people." Imagine a servant issuing 
a proclamation calling upon the members of the household to 
"repair to their respective places of divine worship" in honor 
of a previous incumbent! The impression might be expected 
to prevail that sueh a servant had exceeded his function or 
that he aimed to magnify the importance of his own posi;ion. 

\Ve shall have no fault to. find with 1'1r. Harrison's political 
administration. Weare unable to discern tha\t one administra
tion differs materially from another, except in the length of the 
messages to Congress, and the superior or inferior piety of thanks
giving proclamations. And as the politicians write the messao-es 
~nd the ministers the proclamations, the main responsibility r~t
mg upon the president is that of signing them. The mes3ages 
are state papers and .the forwarding of them to Congress forms 
a part of the chief magistrate's official duties. The proclama
~:o~s: how~ver:,belong , to 'the time when rulers governed by 

dlvme nght, and when an their utterances were supposed 
to come from heaven. To borrow a phrase, they are an echo 
of an echo, after the original voice has lost its authority. 

A GENEROUS GIFT REJECTED. 

A dispatch from Petaluma, published in the daily press of San 
Francisco, says: 

"William H: Pepper, a wealthy nurseryman, offered recently to 
donate to the CIty a lot worth $5000, providing the city trustees would 
erect upon it a building for kindergarten purposes to cost at least $3500, 
the school to be under charge of the board of education. It is under
itood that a wealthy gentleman of this city offered to erect the building 
and give $3500 more for the support of the school. The board of educa
tion presented the matter to the board of city trustees and requested it to 
submit to the people the question of accepting it and voting the necessary 
funds at the coming city election. Tbe trustees refused to do this and 
in consequence Petaluma will lose the donation." , 

Mr. Pepper is a well-kno~n Freethinker, one of whose 
cherished plans is the founding of a school where useful knowl
edge may be imparted unmixed with superstition. We are not 
acquainted with the conditions upon which the above gift 
was offered, but the purely secular character of the education 
to be given was doubtless one of them. No one can believe that 
the city trustees have acted wisely, but they were much more 
honest in rejecting the trust than they, would have been in ac
cepting and then violating it, like the trustees of Girard Coll~ge. 

Mr. Pepper deserves the great~st credit for his good intent, 
but it will not take the Christian world long to forget his gener
ous offer. and to declare that Freethinkers have never done any
thing for charity. 

~HE Health Monthly announces that presses have begun u the 
tremendous job of printing a new edition of ten thousand copies 
of 'Plain Home Talk.' " We are glad to hear it. "Plain Home 
Talk" is the medical "Age of Reason." 
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A QUEER SECT. 

There is a congregation of religious people in San Francisco 
bearing the remarkable name of Christadelphians, and their cree~, 
if they may be said to have one, is about as remarkable as theIr 
name. They meet every Sunday on Eddy street. 

These queer people have no church organization, consequently 
no church officers, and no ordained ministers, all prea<:hing be
ing done by lay members. They deny a future existence, but 
affirm the second coming of Christ; and they believe that when 
he comes it will be with a sword, and as a conqueror to whom 
every knee shall bend. He will judge the quick and the deatl, 
and those who have accepted the Christadelphian faith will be 
saved and enjoy an immortality of the flesh, while all stiff-necked 
contemners shall be annihilated. They, of course, prove all this 
from the Bible. 

These Christadelphians appear to be a har.mless sect. There 
are only forty of them in the city. They all work for a living, 
and they believe that the doctrine that it is more blessed to g~ve 
than to receive applies to those who preach the gospel. "Ve WIsh 
them well, even though we shall not be among the forty when 
the final collapse comes, and they alone occupy the peninsula of 
San Francisco. 

'THE HIGHER VIRTUES. 

The higher human virtues-benevolence, kindness, temper
ance, self-government, unselfishness-have been a matter of 
growth in humanity, as well as the lower and ordinary ones of obe
dience to parents and public law, common industry and honesty, 
abstention from bloodshed, from theft, from forbidden unchastity. 
These higher virtues were not possessed by primitive man, nor 
are they by the lowest savages to-day, We have seen how the 
common virtues grew out of the necessities of man. The ~igher 
are the legitimate offspring of the lower. They are no part of a 
divine revelation, save of the perpetual revelation which attends 
humanity'S development. Benevolence to man at large springs 
out of the natural affection of the family relation extending in 
widening circles as the family enlarged into the tribe and the 
nation. Interest has assisted affection in the development of this 
trait. It was not for the advantage of the tribe that any of its 
members should suffer for lack of food, lest they should be un
able to meet their enemies in full strength in the day of war; as 
to-day it hurts the well-being of.a nation that any larg~ proporti?n 
of its population should be in want, lesf they create Internal dIS
turbance, or heavy burdens be laid upon the well-to-do .for their 
support; therefore, good statesmanship is always looking for em~ 
ployment, which means a sufficiency of living, for all the men of 
a nation. 

Self-control, control of temper, of appetite, of passion, have 
sprung in like manner out of perception of adv~ntage t? self and 
to the community. The temperate man has hIS facultles alw~ys 
clear for action, and gains the respect and confidence of his fel
lows by that restraint. Self-government implies aptitude for the 
government of others; it is essential to successful government. 

Unselfishness, preference for the welfare of ano ther before 
one's own, altruism as Herbert Spencer calls it, is in man! of its 
aspects one of the noblest virtues of man. It has been claImed as 
the special product of Christianity, though it was quite as strongly 
inculcated by Buddha, but undoubtedly Jesus laid great stress 
upon it and was fully imbued with its teaching~. It is· the exten
sion of the principle of motherhood to hum~mty at large. The 
mother will give all, even her life, for her child. Shall man do 

the same· for his fellow-man? The virtue has its humiliations. 
When pushed to non-resistance of violence, as t~ught by Jesus: 
" He that smiteth thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other 
also," "He that taketh away thy coat, give him thy cloak also;" 
this teaching has never been much followed by Christians them
selves, and would be impossible to the preservation of society. 
The strong would simply trample on the weak, and justice ,,,ould 
become a mockery. A few sects like the Quakers have en
deavored to act fully up to this teaching of non-resistance, and 
have done so to a considerable extent in private life. But in 
truth their property and their persons have always been protected 
by the laws of the nations among whom they lived. Non-resist
ance logically carried out would simply mean the rule of tyrants, 
the abandomnent of freedom, slavery, the poverty of the masses, 
all the old evils from which man by constant resistance has in 
some degree delivered himself. . Experience and common sense 
have taught man that he must struggle and fight to maintain his 
hold on life and any fair proportion of its enjoyments. Equal 
and exact justice is the ideal that he would see enforced, but this 
cannot be even approached without eternal vigilance and conten
tion, and with non-resistance as a principle the powers of nature 
would quickly crush man, a!Jd the ruthless and cruel \~ould ride 
rough-shod over the ignorant and unprotected. 

Wise devotion to humanity, on the principle of reszslz"ng wrong, 
has wrought great good for the race. It has made free nations 
and destroyed slavery, it has rendered free speech possible and 
overthmwn false religions. Such men as Winkelried and Hamp
den, Washington and Lincoln, Wilberforce, Lloyd Garrison, 
Luther, and Paine, would not be reckoned as the world's bene
factors to-day if they had acted on the principle of non-resistance 
instead 'of gloriously battling against tyninny, slavery, and super
stition, and winning the thanks and gratitude of millions. 

In criticising Christianity we by no means forget our debt to 
it, nor would it be fair to do so. Though easy to demonstrate 
that moral development has in no wise depended on divine in
spiration, there being no instance.in which divine revelation can 
be established as a fact, it must and' should be conceded with 
gratitude by our race that the present high moral standard has 
largely resulted from the pure and lofty teaching of men who 
have sincerely believed in a divine revelation; and this is but 
natural. The world has believed in a divine revelation for thou
sands of years. The true and the false have been closely inter
woven in the intellect. Clearer truth has always been of gradual 
discovery. 'Man is constantly s:oughing off the outworn skins of 
error. He leaves them behind as does a crab hIS last year's 
shell. The new shell cannot remain in the old. The crab 
would be disabled by it, so he goes out from it. So man leaves 
his outworn beliefs. Some cry out that it is a shame and a dan
ger to l~ave the old shells. But he canno~ stay and be cramped 
and fettered. Nature drives him to throw off that for which he 
has no farther use. Man's mind is often like our bay of a morn
ing, here a track of sunlight and -there a line of fog-truth and 
error side by side-but gradually the'fog dissolves. And in the 
life of man noble action has often shone by the side of intellectual 
mistake-in the same mind a belief in the trinity, predestination, 
and hell, coexistent with earnest and lofty principles of action. 

, H.M. 

FREETHOUGHT has received for the California State LIberal 
Union: From Judge J. W. North, $10; R. F. Grigsby, $5; San 
Jose Secular Society, $5; Daniel Macdonald, $3; L. R. Titus, $2; 
J. M. Smith, $1. 
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COL6NEL INGERSOLL did not address the meeting recently held 
in the Academy of Music, New York, for the benefit of the Con
federate Soldiers' Home at Austin, Texas, as it was announced 
that he would do. He is one of the committee. to raise money 
for the Home, and gave a large donation. The committee, as 
we learn from the Truth Seeker, received the following letter 
from areligious person named Mackay: 

"I would feel my sympathies drawn to an object so worthy as this, but 
the promoters must be blind to the plainest sign of the times when from 
the Christian people of New York they expect contributions to this cause 
-and they will get little 'help from any other-while heading their enter
prise with the greatest enemy of Jesus Christ this country has ever seen, 
namely, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. Nothing will be blessed by his touch, 
and it is regretted that the work is to be even colored by his assistance, 
far more, begun and directed." 

Mr. Mackay is one of those sensitive persons who would rather 
see a human being suffer than relieved by anybody who does 
not enjoy his religious belief. There is a certain parable which 
might be quoted for the benefit of people like Mr. Mackay. It 
is to be found ill the twenty-fifth chapter of the gospel a'ccording 
to Matthew, and sets forth that he who assists his fellow-man 
shall go into life eternal, while gentlemen who fail to feed the 
hungry or clothe the naked "shall go away into everlasting punish
ment." A man withColbnel Ingersoll's chances under this 
ruling need not worry so much for himself as for such pious citi
zens as Mackay, who think that almost any excuse is good 
enough for not putting their hands in their pockets. 

SEVERAL weeks ago telegrams from Victoria, B. C., gave details 
of the destitution and approaching dissolution of V'l. R. Colby, 
the slate-writing medium and lecturer on Spiritualism, who was 
charged by the Chronicle with being identical with William 
Rains, a Texas mail robber. He sued the Chronicle for libel 
but left for Victoria in a hurry pending the trial. Upon being 
informed of his illness and poverty several of his friends in this 
city prepared to send him aid, but first took the precaution to 
write to Victoria concerning him. In a letter from that city to 
Captain Shepherd, president of the Oakland Society of Spiritualists, 
says a daily paper, it is stated that Colby is not in need, and that 
he is in a normal condition as to health. The writer was inclined 
to the belief that Colby had prompted the telegrams in order to stir 
his friends to send him relief. There seems to be no one left in 
San Francisco, even among the Spiritualists, who is ready to de': 
fend Mr. Colby against the tharge of fraud. 

THE San Francisco public is suspicious that somebody made 
a large" boodle" out of the recent revival meetings conducted 
by the Rev. Samuel Jones. Those who watched the affair, says 
the Chronicle, are confident that the collections amounted to 
fully $8,000. At one collection $1,000 was raised; at another, 
$500, while several were taken that went well into the hundreds, 
and meetings were held every day for a month. Mr. Jones him
self received the sum of $1,500 and the expenses of himself and 
family, for his month's ardUCYI.IS labor. The committee who had 
charge of the enterprise, however, profess to have come out $200 
behind. 

THE Leadville, Col., Freethought Association issues its Declara
tion of Principles in handsome form. This association meets 
twice a month; H. S. Kent is secretary, and A. L. Heister presi
dent. It extends this invitation: "To all who desire to join us in 
promulgating the religion of morality, humanity, progress and 
intellect; who are not afraid to speak as they believe, and act 

accordingly; who believe in to-day and to-morrow, and not in 
yesterday or nineteen hundred years ago, and for whom the 
spectre of a dead superstition has no terrors, we extend a cordial 
welcOlpe." 

THE New York Times has made so much sport of the pious 
Postmaster-General Wanamaker that that functionalY has with
drawn from its columns the post-office advertisements regarding 
the departure of foreign mails. The discipline has proved in
effectual, as the Times rebelliously proclaims: 

"We shall continue to print the foreign mail announcements, since 
they are a convenience to the readers of newspapers, and we shall perse
vere in our endeavors to get out of Wanamaker as much harmless amuse· 
ment as possible during his term of office. There is a world of fun in 
him." 

Possibly if the'Timeskeeps its eyes open it may find a way of 
extracting innocent amusement from other members of our 
Presbyterian. administration. 
~- ------------------

THE discharge of Herbert Beecher from the Custom House at 
Port Townsend calls attention to the manner in which political 
influence does its perfect work. For Henry Ward Beecher's 
services in Grover Cleveland's campaign this appointment for 
Beecher's son was secured. Beecher's son was also counsel for 
the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, and again 
through the influence of the clergyman Clevelan,d's signature to 
the" shockinglT literature bill was secured, under which Anthony 
Comstock became more than ever the censor of press and mail8. 

BISMARCK declared the other day that" in his opinion the guar
antee of peace was to be found not only in the monarchical insti
tutions of the country, but also, and in an especial degree, in the 
monarchical sentiments of the German people." There were 
.in this country, previous to the Revolution, persons called Tories 
who entertained opinions similar to those expressed by Bismarck. 
But that was a hundred years ago, and those opinions have long 
since ceased to command respect. Possibly less than a century 
will place the German chancellor's views in the same category. 

IT is expected that another charge of immoral tendency will be 
made against the climate of California. G. W. Reed was, a short 
time since, president of the Young Men's Christian Association 
in Mansfield, Ohio. A few weeks ago he came to Los Angeles, 
entered upon a debauch, forged his mother's name to various 
('hecks, and landed in jail the other day too drunk for articulate 
speech. The meteorological department should set itself at work 
to gather statistics as to the moral effect of a dry climate upon 
persons of the religio-bibulous temperament. 

THAT natural impatience of unjust restraint which is the salva
tion of mankind from tyranny is illustrated .by the working of the 
Sunday-closing law in Wales. The authorities report that under 
the act drunkenness and immorality have largely increased. The 
restrictions imposed seem to encourage defiance of the law and 
intoxication is far more common on Sunday now than before it 
was put into operation. Lord Aberdare, who encouraged the 
passage of the act, admits with sorrow that it is doing more harm 
than good, ~nd now urges its repeal. 

THE friends at Anaheim will have lectures by S. P. Putnam 
on the 15th, 16th, and 17th of this month. Mrs. Kate Parker 
writes that they are to have a matinee at 3 P.M., picnic style, fol
lowed by a dance in the evenin3', and that a good time is looked 
for. 
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AMONG the appropriations made by the last California legisla
ture was one of $16,000 for the purchase of the plates and copy
right of a school entomology. No provision was made for printing 
the book, and there ought to be none. The tax payer .might 
reasonably protest against being plundered by the state in the name 
of a special science that not more than one'in a thousand takes 
the slightest interest in (even if he knew the meaning of the word 
W5ed to designate it) or would ever have any use for. The 
-ologies, including theology, should be left to the private school 
and the church. 

"THERE is no stopping-place for exact reason and exact regard for 
truth but in Agnosticism. It seems to me that all traditionalists ought to 
go into the Roman Church, and all rationalists ought to become Agnos
tics."-Ex-Rev. H. O. Pentecost. 

We find the above copied without rebu'{e in the Golden Gate. 
Does it indicate that Spiritualism looks toward Agnosticism, or 
the other way? 

To Joshua. 

o Joshua, God's chief of staff and leader of his army, 
The odor of thy memo):,y is not exceeding balmy; 

Thou wert, most incontestibly, a man of cc blood and iron," 
And blood in running rivers shed, all in the cause of Zion! 

When carnage. red raged high a-field you then were in your glory, 
But, ah, those red campaigns of thine make up a dreadful story! 

Your massacres were horrible, but Jahveh stood your sponsor, 
And with a craving hot for blood of course you kept right on, sir; 

You fought a-field and eke by siege, and many cities" carried," 
Too short the day, at your command both Sol and Luna tarried! 

And J ahveh hurtled hailstones down, as big as watermelons, 
On those who took no stock in him, and so were godless felons. 

Ah, Josh, thou wert a bloody one, a hustling Holy Terror! 
But say, that fake about the sun-weren't that an "inspired" error? 

SI SLOKUM. 

Good Material in California. 
To the Editors of Fruthotlght: 

Inclosed you will find 50 cents, for which please send me "Yone 
Santo, a Child of Japan." 

\Ve are having through the local papers here a lively three-cornered 
fight on the common school question, wherein I find FREE'I HaUGHT 
an able assistant, and am well pleased with it independent of that. .1 
hope you may prosper and find lots and lots of loyal aid in your efforts 
to convert that farther western country. You must have gO,od material 
out of which to build a grand army of Freethinkers, jUdging by the facts 
that California legislators have had the good sense and justice to enact a 
law to tax religious property the same as other property of equal value. 

My best wishes go with you to the utmost point to which your t'fforts 
of conversion can possibly attain. Yours truly, D. D. LAKE. 

Central City, Col. 

Dr. Pield Discredited 
10 the Editors ofFruthought:' 

\Ve have recently discovered in this county a new loopho~e t!tat the 
Campbellites, or at least some of them, skulk out through when cornered. 
" \Vhen the" Champion" was here he sold a few bottles of his odorifer

ous musk in pamphlet form, and some of his admirers, by means of daily 
baths in the pungent fluid, became almost as skookum (Chinook for 
strong) as himself. / 

To one of those who had thus been" washed in the blood of the lamb" 
1 read Dr. Field's manly and generous tribute to Ingersoll in his Open 
Letter in the North American Review, and several extracts from it and 
the second letter, giving the lie to the" Champion's" malicious slander. 
The purified took the dose like a little man with~ut protest. A few 
weeks after he was rehearsing some of those slanderous statements of the 
" Champion" when a Liberal friend, who was present when I read 
Field's statements to him, cited him to that fact. "Well" said the 
washed sheep, "I have my doubts whether a preacher ever wrote that." 
It is pretty hard to believe that a preacher can be a gentleman, and per
haps that was what was the matter with the sheep. TOM SAWYER. 

Hilsboro, Or. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The meetino- of the San Franeisco Freethought Society, last 
Sunday morni~g, lacked the reassuring presence of Mr. Schou 
and several others who have previously attended. Some uncer
taintv as to the time of the meeting was doubtless caused by the 

. announcement in one column of FREETHOU\JHT that it would be 
held at eiO'ht o'clock in the evening, and in another that 10:30 

A. M. was the accepted hour. The first notice had been printed 
before it was discovered that the hall had a previous engagement, 
and the press had to be stopped to make the necessary change in 
the other announcement. Affairs were further complicated by 
the press breaking down and delaying the mailing of the paper 
about eight hours. 

Under the above uncertain .conditions the hall was not crowded 
when President Chilstrom rapped upon the table and concentrated 
the attention of the meeting on such business as might be before 
it. Secretary Breuer perused the minutes of the previous occa
sion in an audible tone cf voice, and the same were accepted. 
At the invitation of the chair Professor Schultheis came in con
tact with the piano, and executed a complicated and, interesting 
selection. The instrument was entirely at the mercy of Mr. 
Schulthei.s. and he appeared to be able to make it do or say almost 
anything he regarded as appropriate. The music trickled from 
one end of it, roared from the other. vaulted from the top, and 
poured from the keyboard like a cataract. The fingers of the per
former's right hand scampered over the treble part, and chased 
one another hither and yon, while those of his other hand played 
leap-frog with the noisier notes located at the extreme left. Tow
ards the close both hands made the attempt to hit all the keys 
at once, accomplishing the feat with ease, and Mr. Schultheis re
tired amid applause. . 

Professor Miller followed with an address upon the" Evolution 
of Religion.'" He took the position of Spencer, that. religion 
began with ancestor-worship, anj develqped thence into polythe
ism, from which has come such a degree of monotheism as we 
now enjoy. The address was in every way a worthy one. The 
speaker, it might be said, "laid the foundation with care, with 
accuracy and skill, and rose by 'cold gradation and well:-balanced 
form,' from the cornerstone of statement to the domed conclu
sion;" and this conclusion was that all gods and all religions 
spring solely from the imagination, and that the rational human 
mind must arrive finally at the conception of an eternal energy, 
whose methods we may observe, but whose origin and objects 
are for ever unknowable. .. 

The lecture was well adapted to the intelligent audience that 
heard it, and elicited favorable comment. 

Mr. Schultheis played another piece upon the piano before 
. the meeting broke up. 	 Next Sunday morning's gathering will 

be held in the same hall, at 10:30. After that a hall will be se
cured where evening meetings may be had. While the beauti
ful spring and summer weather (peculiar to California) prevails, 
indoor attractions are at a discount. The sun without such radi
ance pours, the sky above them beams so fair, that people wan
der out of doors to breathe the semi-tropic air. Not all the songs 
in measured staves, nor lofty flights of oratory, are as the music 
of the waves, nor eloquent as nature's story So to provide a 
pleasing way to gratify our taste for roaming, we'll have excur
sions while 'tis day, and hold our meetings in the gloa.ming. the 
next one, however, will be held at 10:30 A. M., as aforesaid. 

A paper published at Brisbane, Australia, contains a copyrighted 
article with a large heading, entitled, "Evans's Seances Exposed 
-Bursting his Bubbles," etc. It telts how a visitor to one of 
Mr. Fred. Evans's seances discovered the method by which writ
ing is made to appear, without human intervention, upon slates 
that were previously perfectly clean. The article fills about a 
dozen columns, and is therefore too long to quote. The con
clusion, however, is given in these words: 

HOW THE TRICK IS DONE. 
Procure ordinary school slates, but No.2 of Faber's make is the best 

adapted for the purpoie. A film of papier mache, or thin slate, must be 
made to fit the slate exactly, inside the framework. The writing or draw
ing having been done on the slates prior to the seance, the mask or film 
is then fitted on the slate so as to act as a cover, and it may, of course, 
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be marked and cleaned as much as the sitter wishes. The mask can be 
removed in any way and at any portion of the seGce the p,erformer 
wishes. 

This certainly would account' for the mechanical portion of 
the phenomena which occur hi Mr. Evans's presence, but what 
may be called the psychic part is left a mystery still. I had a 
sitting with Evans about eleven months ago, and have several 
slates covered with the writing then procured. He might have 
used the false cover successfully in my case except for the reason 
that slates previously written upon could not have borne the 
names written 'by me after the slates were placed in my possession 
and after Mr. Evans had ceased handling them. ] find by ref
erence to the report of my sitting with Evans, published in 
FREETHOUGHT of May 12, 1888, that two slates were fastened to
gether with a rubber band and laid before me on the table; that 
afterwards I wrote several names on a slip of !Japer which I placed 
beneath the rubber band around the slates. When the slates 
were taken apart they contained one of the names written on the 
paper. If I had written the name before the slates were fas
tened together, Evans might have transferred it to the slate, but as 
he did not touch the slates between the time I wrote the name and 
the time he took the slates apart, he evidently did not put the 
nall~e there during that intervaL . I am ready to admit that the 
slates spit upon and wiped might have had a false face concealing 
a previously written communication, but I fail to discern how the 
communication happened to be signed by a nume that was not 
written by me until after the slates had left the medium's hands. 
That is what the Australian exposure fails to expose, though it is 
quite ample to explain the rest of the proceedings. 

Three other slates scattered about upon the floor might have 
been previously prepared, signed as per the names written by' me 
on the slip of paper, and then fitted with the false cover, spit upon 
and swabbed off. I do not know whether they were or not. 

I will, however, present a .formula for the slate-writing act 
which, in connection with the false covers, will meet all exigen
cies. It is as follows: Give the sitter a hard peacil, a slip of thin 
paper, and a pad to rest it on while he writes the names of de
ceased friends. After he has written the names they will be leg
ible beneath the top leaf of the pad, providing you have placed· a 
piece of duplicating paper in the right place. This method, of 
course, provides you with the desired signature~) which you may 
attach to previously written communications on slates held in your 
lap. 1'he sitter may suspect what you are doing, but he can't 
prove it without raising a rum pus, and that i!J not what he is 
there for. If he uses the pad, as he will nine times out of ten, ' 
you may allow him to slip the paper under the rubber band 
around the slates. If he does not use the pad you should do the 
slipping yourself, adroitly substituting another piece of paper 
for his, and retaining the one he has written on for future refer
ence. Make him hold the slates down hard with. both thumbs. 
Impress upon him the necessity of this, for Satan finds mischief 
for idle hands to do, and the ,sitter might look between the slates 
or examine your paper if his hands were at liberty. Now lay his 
list of names on your knee, where you can see them, and attach 
them to the previously-written communications; adjust the false 
surface over the whole, spit on it in plain sight, swab it off, drop 
it in your lap, and put the slate, face downward, on the floor. Re
peat this three or four times, until the necessary number of 
slates are scattered about. Then gather them up confusedly, and 
while the sitter is reading them, substitute two others, inclosed in 
a rubber band, with his list of names under it, for the two which 
he has been holding down: When he gets around to open them 
he will be astonished; or ought to be, and he will identify them 
as the ones he has held by the fact that the list of names he wrote 
is under the band! 

This is my explanation of Mr. Evans's performance so far as I 
have seen it. It supplements the Australian method, and the 
two together eliminate all necessity for anything more than ordi
nary dexterity. The Australian gentleman who furnishes the 
scheme given in the first part of this Observation-and who was 
one of the subscribers to the fund that took Evans to the anti
podes-has repeated t~e trick before fifty persons who had been 
notified previously that it was a trick; yet he escaped detection, 
and had some difficulty in convincing his audience that he was, 

unassisted by supernatural aid. His communications and draw~ 
ings are said to be much superior to those produced by Evans. 
The exposure had su.:h an effect on Mr. Evans, it is said, that 
he broke several engagements in order to cut his stay in Brisbane 
short. 

There is still another mode of explaining Mr. Evans's phe
nomena. It is that the spirits of departed persons return and do 
the writing, extracting sufficient force from the medium to enable 
. them to accomplish that feat. I submit both theories for what 
they may be worth. I shall not quarrel with anyone who ac
cepts the spiritual explanation, and I presume no one will be of
fended with me for suggesting the above physical hypothesis. 

The gentleman who makes the alleged exposure of Mr. Evans's 
slate-writing phenomena has fathomed his other manifestations 
also, and not only duplicates them as mysteries, but afterwards 
explains what we call the modus, operandi (when we speak in 
Latin); and furthermore hedoes them so much better and so much 
cheaper than Evans-can do them that the medium's business has 
been permanently broken up in Brisbane. All of which I state 
with regret. 

I have shown the appended poem to our printer, and' he thinks 
it should be published. 

THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 
Old Deacon Stackpole was a boastful man, 

And at the period of which I'm treating 
He was a pious Presbyterian, 

Although he never prayed outside of meeting. 
He had one boast which emphasis he laid on, 

"He never see'd the b'ar he was afraid on." 

Now Stackpole was a citizen -of Maine, 
And occupied a log-house in a clearing, 

A Sabbath's journey down a lonely lane 
Without a neighbor anywhere in hearing. 

And bears roamed in the wild and woody dell 
Thick as mosquitoes are in San Rafael. 

One day the deacon, wandering in the wood, 
With gun in hand, courageous as a lion, 

Ran on a bear in an aggressive mood, 
The biggest one he ever had sat eye on-

An old, white-whiskered, hibernating grayback, 
Who'd trod the forest 'undisturbed from 'way back. 

Bear looked at deacon, deacon looked at bear, 
And in a moment, growing somewhat bolder, 

He cocked his aged flintlock piece with care, 
And brought the butt thereof up to his shoulder. 

He pulled the trigger, but she ne'er exploded, 
For it had been a six-month since 'twas loaded. 

Thereat the deacon, very much dismayed 
And thinking to be tackled by the bear, 

\Vent on his knees in terror, and essayed 
To elevate his voice in way of prayer. 

If it must be a bear and deacon tussle 
It stood the deacon well in hand to rustle. 

He first gave thanks that he so long was spared, 
And owned, with full, impartial justice meted, 

So often had .he been by sin ensnared 
His earthly race had long sJnce been completed. 

He felt to praise that wonderful forgiving 
Which still permitted him among the living. 

In such a strain the deacon tuned his lay, 
And then as follows ended up his prayer, 

"If, Lord, to help me you can't see your way 
I ask you, don't for Christ's sake help the bearj" 

Unclosed his eyes, while to the spot still rooted. 
A coward, like himself, the bear had scooted! 

\Ve had a pleasing little seance in this office last Tuesday morn
ing. Mr. Paul A. Smith dropped in with his two traveli~g com
panions, the Hofstad brothers, who have a faculty of tellmg what 
other people are thinking about, and then fin?ing t~e object of 
their thoughts. After a few moments spent In talkmg over !he 
prospects in different localities, Mr. Smith remarked that If I 
would fix my mind on some particular object, one of the Messrs. 
Hofstad would find it. Somewhat skeptically, I let my intellect 
dwell upon the lower-case b box in the printing-office adjoining. 
Mr. Hofstad thereupon grasped my hand and started for the com
posing-room. He immediately went to the particular case I had 
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in mind, and thrust his fingers into the box containing the lower
case b's,but the multiplicity of them confused him, and he did 
not call the experiment a success. His brother tried the same 
with similar results. Mr. Smith and the two gentlemen then left 
the room; r took the top off my mucilage bottle and placed it 
underneath the cover of a type-writer, and then asked the mind
reader to return. The elder one placed my hand on his fore
head, dropped it, and in less time than is required for me to pen 
these remarks, raised the type-writer cover and picked up the hid
den object, which he handed me with the utmost confidence that 
he was right. 

. The next experiment seemed more remarkable. The gen
tlemen left the room and went out into the hall. A young lady 
carried a piece of erasing rubber into the printing-office and 
placed it in the" change" pocket of a printer's coat. As soon as 
she was out of the room th,e wily typographical artist removed his 
coat and concealed it. The Hofstad brothers were then called 
off their perch on the balusters in the hall;- One of them took 
the young lady's hand, led her into the printing-office, and 
hunted up the coat. As she did not know the location of the 
garment, this was rather more singular than the previous test. 
Having secured the coat, Mr. Hofstad deliberately emptied the 
pockets, with the exception of the little "change" pocket, the 
aperture to which escaped his eye. He declared, however, that 
the object was in the coat, underneath the lining, which he did 
not feel at liberty to remove. 

r judge that this variety of phenomena comes under the head 
of thought transferrence, or rather thought appropriafion. In 
the case of the rubber eraser the· thought-appropriator doubtless 
found the coat by accident, and by appropriating the thought of 
the person whose hand he held discovered that the coat contained 
the object he was looking for. r believe that the Hofstad broth
ers possess a sixth sense, more rare, but not perhaps any more 
wonderful, than the five that other people have. M. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The Oakland High School building was destroyed' by fire on 
the 6th. Loss, $3 3,o00.--Report::i from all parts of the state 
show that grain, fruit, and feed promise a greater yield than has 
ever been known.--Judge Swift delivered an address before 
the Independent Spiritual meeting in Washington Hall, Sunday 
evening, upon the "Illegality of Mediums' License," in which 
he stated that the recent action of the board of supervisors in 
levying a tax upon mediums, astrologers, seers, and clairvoyants 
was unlawful, and urged his hearers to contest the matter in the 
courts.--The collector of customs at Port Townsend, W. T., 
has been notified by telegraph to drop Captain Herbert Beecher 
from the rolls from the 15th inst. Captain Beecher is a son of 
the late Henry V{ard Beecher. Secretary Daniel Manning ap
pointed him a special agent of the trea8ury department with 
headquarters at Port Townsend. vVhen Gardner, the opium 
smuggler, was arrested at Ogdensburg, N. Y., a year ago certain 
papers in connection with Beecher were found in his possession. 
This and other matters were brought to Secretary Windom's at
tention, and after a full investigation he decided on Captain 
Beecher's dismissal.--A big scheme is on foot to connect San 
Jose with San Francisco Bay by means of a ship canal. It will 
cost millions, but the projectors hope to get an appropriation 
from Congress.--Mrs. Ellen Holladay, the second wife of the 
late Ben Holladay of pony express fame, died April 5 at Port
land, Or., after a lingering illness.--Judge Lawler dismissed 
the charge of murder against William J. Harrington, the poli
tician who was accused of killing David Donohoe in the rooms 
of the Republican County Committee last October. Harrington 
was also charged with having wounded Fire Commissioner Mar
tin Kelly, and Antone Christianson, when Donohoe was killed. 
Both these charges were also dismissed. 

James Redpath, who recently returned from Ireland, spoke at 
the Anti-Poverty meeting in New York last Sunday night.. 
Among other things, he said the rental of Ireland has been re
duced $25,000,000 a year through the work of the Land League, 
and the Irish in America have contributed three-fifths of the 
money invested by Parnellites.--The Latter-Day Saints are 

holding a world's conference at St Joseph, Mo. One thousand 
delegates were in attendance last Sunday.~-The Mormons at 
Salt Lake City have made Wellford Woodruff president of the 
church.--The U. S. Warship Pensacola sank in the dry dock 
at Norfolk, Va., during a violent storm on the 6th. She will be 
pumped out and raised.--It was reported last week that the 
actor Edwin Booth had suffered a stroke of paralysis at Roches
ter, N ew York. At last accounts he was recovering, but had a 
severe headache!--The New York Musical Union is en
deavoring to prevent the landing of strolling European rr.usicians 
at Castle Garden.--The war between the temperance people 
and the saloon-keepers of River Falls, Wis .. has taken a new 
turn. A saloon-keeper has had three clergymen and two others 
arrested, on a charge of false imprisonment. The five men 
signed an indictment against Saloon-keeper Drukee some ~ime 
ago. Drukee was beaten in the justices' court, but appealed the 
case. In the higher court the case was dismissed on a techni
cality. Now Drukee prosecutes the party for false imprison
ment.--John A. Kasson, William Walter Phelps,and George H. 
Bates will go to Berlin as commissioners on Samoan affairs.-
Women played a very important part in the municipal election 
in Kansas, April 2, voting in large numbers. At Rossville the 
women elected their ticket. At Leavenworth, Susan B. Anthony 
made a heroic fight for her brother, D. R. Anthony, for mayor, 
but he was defeated by a large majority; 4,000 women voted. 
Oskaloosa has again elected women officers by a sweeping ma
jority. At Cottonwood Falls Mrs. Minnie Morgan was elected 
mayor, with a full council of women.--Wou Kwang Pei. 
formerly of the Chinese embassy at \Vashington, advocates the 
expulsion of every American in the servic~ of China as a reprisal 
for the exclusion of Chinamen from America.--Since the sus
pension of work on the Panama canal over 8,000 laborers have 
been sent from the isthmus. There are still over 3,000 persons 
on the line of the works who are in a destitute condition. Some 
deaths from starvation have already been reported, and it is 
feared that many more will occur if prompt measures are not 
taken by the West Indian governments to send the people back 
to their homes.--The Royal Geographical Society has received 
a letter from He.nry M. Stanley, the African explorer. T.he con
tents consist chiefly of a report on the geographical' results of 
Stanley's march.--The Rev. Charles Sidney Hurd, lately of 
the Parmenter-street Unitarian chapel, Boston, committed suicide. 
in London la~t week by taking opium. Hurd wrote to the Rev. 
Stopford Brooke asking pecuniary assistance, which the latter 
promised. At the inquest a letter from Hurd to Brooke was 
read, which concludes: "The sale way by which I can escape 
my difficulties is through the gates of death. I am the most un
lucky mortal on earth. Give my body to a medical school for 
dissection."--Many Nihilists have been arrested at Vilna in 
Russia. It is learned that the bom bs discovered at Zurich were 
intended to be used during the czar's visit to Berlin. Thirteen 
more arrests have been made in Zurich in connection with the. 
discovery of the secret bomb manufacturing there. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Putnam's lectures: 
San Diego, March 31, Los A.ngeles, April 21, 
National City, April 2, 3, 4, Lemoore, April 28, 
San Diego, April 7, Visalia, April 29, 30, 
San Pasqual and vicinity, April 8, 9, Oleander, May 1,2, 3, 

10, II, 12, . San Francisco, May S, 12, 19, 
Santa Ana, Apnl 14, Boulder Creek and vicinity May 
Anaheim, April IS, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, ' , 
Nonvalk, April 18, 19, 20, San Francisco, May 26. 

Mr. Put~am will be at Fresno Flat~J Grub Gulch,-and vicinity the 
fi:st week m J~me. ~b~ut t.he mIddle of June he will begin 
hIS Oregon tnp, takmg 111 Sllverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro 
Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coo~ 
county, Or. 

Those desiring lectures will please write at theIr earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

DR. FELLOWS of Vineland, N. J., is an outspoken Ihfide), and a suc
cessful physician. He is worthy of an extensive patronage. See ad
vertisment in this paper. .. 
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PROFESSOU Ht!XLBY AND AGNOSTICISM. 

BY- ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
From the North American Review. 

In the February number of the Nineteenth Century is an arti
cle by Professor Huxley, entitled " Agn03ticism." It seems that 
a church congress was held at Manchester, in October, I 888, and 
that the principal of King's College brought the .topic of Ag
nosticism before the Assemblyand made the following statement: 

But if this be so, for a man to urge as an escape from this article of be. 
lief that he has no means of a scientific knowledge of an unseen world, 
or of the future, is irrelevant. His difference from the Christians lies, 
not in the fact that he has no knowledge of these things, but that he does 
not be-lieve the authority on which they are stated. He may prefer to 
call himself an Agnostic, but his real name is an older one-he is an In
fidel; that is to sayan unbeliever. The word Infidel, perhaps, carries 
an unpleasallt significance. Perhaps it is right that it should. It is, and 
it ought to be, an unpleasant thing for a man to have to say plainly that 
he does not believe in Jesus Christ. 

Let us examine this statement, putting it in language that is 
easily understood; and for that purpose we will divide it into sev
eral paragraphs. 

First.-" For a man to urge that he has no means of a scien
tific knowledge of the unseen world, or of the. future, is irrele
vant." 

. Is there any other knowledge than a scientific knowledge? 
Are there several kinds of knowing? Is there such a thing as 
scientific ignorance? If a man says, "I know nothing of the 
unseen world because I have no knowledge upon that subject," 
is the fact that he has·no knowledge absolutely irrelevant? Will 
the principal of King's College say that having no knowledge is 
the reason he knows? When asked to give your opinion upon 
any subject can it be said that your ignorance of that subject is 
irrelevant? If this be true, then your knowledge of the subject 
is also irrelevant. . 

Is it possible to put in ordinary English a more perfect absurd
ity? How can a. man obtain any knowledge of the unseen 
world? He certainly cannot obtain it through the medium of 
the senses. It is not a world that he can visit. He cannot stand 
upon its shores, nor can he view them from the ocean of imagi
nation. ' The principal of King's College, however, insists that 
these impossibilities are irrelevant. . 

No person has come back from the unseen world. No au
thentic message has been delivered. Through all the centuries, 
not one whisper has broken the silence that lies beyond the grave. 
Countless millions have sought for some evidence, have listened 
in vain for some word. 

It is most cheerfully admitted that all this does not prove the 
non-existence of another world-all this does not demonstrate 
that death. ends all. But it is the justification of the Agnostic, 
who candIdly says, "I do not know." ~ 

Second.-The principal of King's College states that the dif
ference between an Agnostic and a Christian ,: lies, not in the 
fact that he has no knowledge of these things, but that he does 
not believe the authority on which they are stated." . 

Is this a difference in knowledge, or a difference in belief~ 
that is to say, a difference in credulity? 

The Christian believes the Mosaic account. He reverentlv 
hears and admits the truth oeall that he finds within the script
ures. Is this knowledge? How is it possible to know whether 
the reputed authors of the books of the Old Testament were the 
real ones? The witnesses are dead. The lips that could testify 
are dust. Between these shores roll the waves of many centu
ries. Who knows whether such a man as Moses ever existed or 
not? Who knows the author of Kings and Chronicles? By 
what testimony can we substantiate the authenticity of the proph
ets, or of the prophecies, or of the fulfilments? Is there any 
difference between the knowledge of the Christian and of the Ag
nostic? Does the. principal of King's College know any more as 
to the truth of the Old Testament than the man who modestly 
calls for evidence? Has not a mistake been made? Is not the 
difference one of belief instead of knowledge? And is not this 
difference founded on the difference in credulity? Would not 
an infinitely wise and good being-where belief is a condition to 
salvation-supply the evidence? Certainly the Creator of man
if such exists-knows the exact nature of the human mind-

knows the evidence necessary to convince; and, consequently, 
such a being would act in accordance with such conditions. 

There is a relation between evidence and belief. The mind 
is so constituted that certain things, being in accordance with its 
nature, are regarded as reasonable, as probable. 

There is also this fact that must not be overlooked: that is, 
that just in proportion as the brain is developed it requires more 
evidence, and becomes less and less credulous. Ignorance and 
credulity go hand in hand. Intelligence understands something 
of the law of average, has an idea of probability. It is not swayed 
by. prejudice, neither is it driven to extremes by suspicion. It 
takes into consideration personal motives. It examines the char~ 
acter of the witnesses, makes allowance for the ignorance of the 

. time-for enthusiasm, for fear-and comes to its conclusion with· 
out fear and without passion. 

What.knowledge has the Christian of another world? The 
senses of the Christian are the same as those of the Agnostic. 
He hears, sees, and feels sub5tantially the same. His vi:,ion is 
limited. He sees no other shore and hears nothing from another 
world. . . 

Knowledge is something that can be imparted. It has a foun
dation in fact. It comes within the domain of the sen~es. It can 
be told, described, analyzed, and in addition to all this, it can be 
classified. Whenever a fact becomes the property of one mind, 
it can become the . property of the intellectual world. There are 
words in which the knowledge can be conveyed. 

The Christian is not a supernatural person, filled with super~ 
natural truths. He is a natural person, and all that he knows of 
value can be naturally imparted. It is within his power to give 
all that he has to the Agnostic. 

The principal of King's College is mistaken when he says 
that the difference between the Agnostic and the Christian does 
not lie in the fact that the Agnostic has no knowledge, "but 
that he does not believe the authority on which these things are 
stated." 

The real difference is this: the Christian says that he has knowl
edge; the Agnostic admits that he has· none; and yet the Chris
tian accuses the Agnostic of arrogance, and asks him how he has 
the impudence to admit the limitations of his mind. To the 
Agnostic every fact isa torch, and by this light, and this light 
only, he walks. 

It is also true that the Agnostic does not believe the authority 
relied on by the Christian.. What is the authority of the Chris~ 
tian? Thousands of years ago it is supposed that certain men, 
or, rather, uncertain men, wrote certain things. It is alleged by 
the Christian that these men were divinely inspired, and that the 
words of these men are to be taken as absolutely true, no matter 
whether or not they are verified by modern discovery and demon~ 
stration. 

How can we know that any human being was divinely in
spired? There has been no personal revelation to us to the 
effect that certain people were inspired-it is only claimed that 
the revelation was to them. For this we have only their word, 
and about that there is this difficulty: we know nothing of them, 
and, consequently, cannot, if we desire, rely upon their character 
for truth. The evidence is not simply hearsay-it is far weaker 
than that. We have only been told that they said these things; 
we do not know whether the persons claiming to be inspired 
wrote these things or not; neither are we certain that such per
sons ever existed. 'rVe know now that the greatest men with 
whom we are acquainted are often mistaken about the simplest 
matters. 'rVe also know that men saying something like the 
same things, in other countries and in ancient days, must have 
been impostors. The Christian has no confidence in the words 
of Mohammed; the Mohammedan cares nothing about the 
declarations of Buddha; and the Agnostic gives the words of the 
Christian the value only of the truth that is in them. He kno·ws 
that these sayings get neither truth nor worth from the person 
who uttered them. He knows that the sayings themselves get 
their entire value from the truth they express. So that the real 
difference between the Christian and the Agnostic does not lie 
in their knowledge, for neither of them has any knowledge on 
this subject, but the difference does lie in credulity, and in noth
ing else. The Agnostic does not rely on the authority of Moses 
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and the prophets. He finds that' they were mistaken in most 
matters capable of demonstration. He finds that their mistakes 
multiply in the proportion that human knowledge increases. He 
is satisfied that the religion of the ancient Jews is, in most things, 
as ignorant and cruel as other religions of the ancient world. He 
concludes that the efforts, in all ages, to answer the questions of 
origin and destiny, and to account for the' phenomena of life, 
have all been substantial failures. 

In the presence of demonstration there is no opportunity for 
the exercise of faith. Truth does not appeal to credulity-it ap
peals to evidence, to established facts, to the constitution of the 
mind. It endeavors to harmonize the new fact with all that we 
know, and to bring it within the circumference of human ex
perience. 

The church has never cultivated investigation. It has never 
said: Let him who has a mind to think, think; but its cry from 
the first until now has been: Let him,who has ears to hear, hear. 

The pulpit does not appeal to the reason of the pew; it speaks 
by authority and it commands the pew to believe, and it not 
only commands, but it threatens. 

The Agnostic knows that the testimony of a man is not suffi
cient to establish what is known as the miraculous. We would 
not believe to-day the testimony of millions to the effect that the 
dead had been raised. The church itself. would be the first to 
attack such testimony. If we cannot believe those whom we 
know, why should we believe witnesses who have been dead 
thousands of years, and about whom we know nothing? 

Third.-The principal of King's College. growing somewhat 
severe, declares that" he may prefer to call himself an Agnostic, 
but his real name is an older one-he is an Infidel; that is to 
say, an unbeliever." 

This is spoken in a kind of holy scorn. According to this gen
tleman, an unbeliever is, to a certain extent, a disreputable per
son. 

In this sense, what is an unbeliever? He is one whose mind 
is so constituted that what the Christian calls evidence is not 
satisfactory to him. Is a person accountable for the constitution 
of his mind, for the formation of his brain? Is any human be
ing responsible for the weight that evidence has upon him? Can 
he believe without evidence? Is the weight of evidence a ques
tion of choice? Is there such a thing as honestly weighing 
testimony? Is the result of such weighing necessary? Does it 
involve moral responsibility? If the Mosaic account does not 
convince a man that it is true, is' he a wretch because he is can
did enough to tell the truth? Can he preserve his manhood only 
by making a false statement? 
, The Mohammedan would call the principal of King's College 
an unbeliever, so would the tribes of Central Africa, and he 
would return the compliment, and all would be equally justifiecL 
Has the principal of King's College any knowledge that he 
keeps from the rest of the world? Has he the confidence of the 
Infinite? Is there anything praiseworthy in believing where the 
evidence is sufficient, or is one to 'be praised for believing only 
where the evidence is insufficient? Is a man to be blamed for not 
agreeing with his fellow-citizen? Were the unbelievers in the 
pagan world better or worse than their neighbors? It is probably 
true that some of the greatest Greeks believed in the gods of 
that nation, and it is equally true that some of the greatest de
nied their existence. If credulity is a virtue now, it must have 
been in the days of Athens. If to believe without evidence en
titles one to eternal reward in this century, certainly the same 
must have been true in the days of the Pharaohs. ' 

An Infidel is one who does not believe in the prevailing re
ligion. We now admit that the Infidels of Greece and Rome 
were right. The gods that they refused to believe in are dead. 
Their thrones are empty, and long ago the sceptres dropped from 
their nerveless hands. To-day the world honors the men who 
denied and derided these gods. . 

Fourth.-The Principal of King's College ventures to suggest 
that" the word Infidel, perhaps, carries an unpleasant signifi
cance; perhaps it is right that it should." 

A few years ago the word Infidel did carry H an unpleasant 
significance." A few years ago its significance was so unpleasant 
that the man to whom the word was applied found himself in 

prison or at the stake. In p3.rticularly kind communities he was 
put in the stocks, pelted with offal, derided by hypocrites, scorned 
by ignorance, jeered by cowardice, and all the priests passed by 
on the other side. 

There was a tim'e when Episcop3.lians were regarded as. Infi
dels; when a true Catholic looked up:::m a follower of Henry 
VIII. as an Infidel, as an unbeliever; when a true Catholic held 
in detestation the man who preferred a murderer and adulterer
a man who swapped religions for the sake of exchanging wives
to the pope, the head of the universal church. 

It is easy enough to conceive of an honest man denying the 
claims of a church based on the caprice of an English king. 
The word Infidel "carries an unpleasant significance" only 
where the Christians are exceedingly ignorant, intolerant, bigoted, 

·'cruel, and unmannerly. , 
The real gentleman gives to others the. rights that he claims 

for himself. The civilized man rises far above the bigotry of 
one who has been" born again." Good breeding is far gentler 
than" universal love." 

It is natural for the church to hate an unbeliever-natural for 
the pulpit to despise one who refuses to subscribe, who refuses to 
give. It is a question of revenue instead of religion. The Epis
copal church has the instinct of self-preservation. It uses its 
power, its influence, to compel contribution. It forgives the 
giver. 

Fifth.-The principal of King's College insists that" it is, and 
it ought to be, an unpleasant thing for a man, to have to say 

, plainly that he does not believe in Jesus Christ." 
Should it be an unpleasant thing for a man to say plainly what 

he believes? Can this be unpleasant except iIi an uncivilized'" 
community-a community in which an uncivilized church has 
authority? 

Why should not a man be as free to say that he does not be
lieve as to say that he does believe? Perhaps the real question 
is whether all men have an equal right to express their opinions. 
Is it the duty of the minority to keep silent? Are majorities al
ways right? If the minority had never spoken, what to-day 
would have been the condition of this world? Are the majority 
the pioneers of progress, or does the pioneer, as a rule, walk 
alone? Is it his dnty to close his lips? Must the inventor allow 
his inventions to die in the brain? Must the discoverer of new 
truths make of his thinda tomb? Is man under any obligation· 
to his fel~ows? \Vas the Episcopal religion always in the ma
jority? Was it at any time in the history of the world an un
pleasant thing to be called a Protestant? Did the word Protestant 
"carry an unpleasant significance?" Was it "perhaps right that 
it should?" Was Luther a misfortune to the human race? 

If a community is thoroughly civilized, why should it be an 
unpleasant thing for a man to express his belief in respectful 
language? If the argument is against him, it might be un
pleasant; but why should simple numbers be the foundation of 
unpleasantness? If the majority have the facts, if they have the 
argument, why should they fear the mistakes of the minority? 
Does any theologian hate the man he can answer? 

( To be Concluded.) 

WE never feel quite sure we have done our best. There is 
always an ideal a little ahead of us that we are striving for. \Ve 
only reach it to find another and still superior one yet beyond it. 
These unsatisfied ieachings are the spur to better and still better 
lives. They keep us from being too self-sufficient or arroJant, 
by making us realize our shortcomings as well as our successes. 
-ELMINA. 

THE idea of the Lenten season is good, and should control 
us all the year round. Self-study, temperance, character build
ing are worthy occupations for us to be engaged in. Bllt the 
Lenten season of the current Christian church is a stupendous 
humbug, unworthy the respect of anyone who venerates sincere 
piety and despises sham and hypocrisy.-The Twentieth Century. 

A SUBSCRIBER has 320 acres of School land in Napa county, CaL, 
which he would like to dispose of at a reasonable figure. Inquirers 
will please address "A. G. W.," this office. 



FREBTHOUGHT. 


THE BIBLE IN FAVOR OF DEBATE. 

IV. 

Who is there that does not respect, if not admire, the man or 
woman full of courage in proclaiming a conviction? It is not 
necessary to shar~ a man's views in order to praise his heroism. 

During the leisure moments of some week, read the book of 
Acts, and you will see for yourself that it is full of debate. 

It is to be regretted that a more kindly, genial spirit was not 
manifested in those early disputes on the ever-interesting subjects 
of religion and philosophy. That must be a poor article of re
ligion which will sour a man's disp03ition to such an extent that 
he cannot bear to be contradicted; and it is pseudo science that 
refuses to review its own field of exploration. 

We must, however, charitably consider the dark times when 
the debates we are now considering took place. This will pre
pare us for the story of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, a dis
ciple of Jesus Christ, and a celebrated debater. Did you ever 
reflect upon it, that he lost his life while in the very act of vindi
catin~ the freedom of debate? "There ar03e certain of the 
Synagogue which is called the Synagogue of the Libertines, and 
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and them of Cilicia and of Asia, 
disputing with Stephel!" (Acts vi, 9). "And they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake" (v, 10). They 
could not answer his arguments. What then? They charged 
him with "blasphemy," a common accusation made by the 
superstitious, ignorant devotee against the profoundest thinkers of 
the ages, benefactoTs of the race. Cruel irony! that this same 
weapon has been employed by thousands of those who are the 
admirers of Stephen. Usually the charge is false, as in his case. 
" We have -heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, 
and against God." "This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous 
words against this holy place, and the law." He afterwards 
made a long speech before the council which was evidently con
sidered more blasphemous than anything charged against him 
by false witnesses. His opponents' were shocked; "when they 
heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth." But when Stephen added, "Behold, 
I see the, heavens opened, and the son of man standing on the 
right hand of God," that was too much. "Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, and stopped their ears," characteristic ofpeo
pIe who do not believe in hearing both sides. They stoned him 
to death, a martyr to debate. 

The early di~ciples of Christ were willing and anxious to de
bate, even with death staring them in the face. 
, Nowadays his disciples are not in the least danger of death; 
but do not often delate. In fact, they appelf to be on the 'other 
side of the question. 

There are a few noble exceptions. There are thousands of 
true men and worn en in all Christian denominations who love 
religious liberty, not only for themselves, but for all mankind. 
They are entitled to our profoundest respect. ' 

It is so strikingly true, as Kev. Dr. Buck observes, "the 
ministry of our Lord was a perpetual controversy, and the 
apostles came at the truth by much disputing," that, if I referred 
to all the imtances, it would be necessary to quote nearly the 
whole book of anyone of the first four \vriters of the New Testa
ment. 

"Came at the truth by much disputing." That is the grand 
object of debate tersely told. 

When Jesus was but twelve yeat:s old he was found in the 
temple, "sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them' questions" (Luke ii, 46). This embodies the 
quintessence of debate: "Hearing them, and asking them ques
tions." This lesson has never been learned by the great body 
of the churches throughout Christendom;' and, as a matter of 
course, they do not practice what they have not learned. I am 
sorry to say it;' but it is true, the churches do not encourage free 
inquiry, asking ques!:tons. Well has a scientific writer said, the 
H qualities which men of science set forth as the requisites for 
walking within the veil of science" are" a candor that will look . 
on all sides of a case, and listen to every objection-consecration 
to truth as the primary object." The world is deluged with re
ligions that do' not do this. W. F. JAMIESON. 

HENRY GEORGE AND P. M. HOLLAND. 

Mr. Holland expresses h:s sorrow that a man cannot criticise 
"Progress and Poverty" without being told that his opinions are 
not entitled to respect. This seems to me to follow too clo;ely 
the theological method to be worthy of so eminent an iconoclast 
as Mr. Holland. Will he contend that an opinion or a criticism 
should be accorded respect, unless it is an intelligent one? He 
calls attention to pages 8 and 9 and claims that they prove that 
Mr. George has taken very little notice of the real causes of 
poverty. Let us see what Mr. George says in regard to the real 
causes of poverty, in order that we may estimate the justice of 
Mr. Holland's assertion. We will not stop with pages 8 awl 9, 
as Mr. Holland unfortunately did, but will note what the author 
has to say in that regard in its entirety. On page 7 Mr. George 
shows the prodigious increase in wealth-producing power, which 
has been brought about during the present century, and says: 
" At the beginning of this marvelous era it was natural to expect, 
and it was expected, that labor-s~:tving inventions would lighten 
the toil and improve the condition of the laborer; that the 
enormous increase in the power of producing wealth would make 
real poverty a thing of the past." Will Mr. Holland say that this 
expectation was not a legitimate one? Will he contend that it 
has been fulfilled? \Vill he claim that poverty is not more in
tense than· it was at the beginning of this century? Will he show 
what are the real causes of poverty, and thus enable us to judge 
b'etween himself and Mr. George? Mere assertion ought not to 
be employed by those who call themselves liberal. 

On page 9 Mr. George says, "It is true that disappointment 
has followed disappointment, and that discovery ~pon discovery, 
and invention after invention, have neither le::sened the toil of 
those who most need respite, nor brought plenty to the poor." 
Will Mr. Holland commit himself to the statement that the 
above is not true? 

Again Mr. George says on the same page that" from all parts 
of the civilized world come complaints of industrial depression; 
of labor condemned to involuntary idleness; of capital ma:ssed 
and wasting; of pecuniary distress among business men; of want 
and suffering and anxiety among the working classes. \Vill 1\1r. 
Holland show' what, in his opinion, causes all this, if it be not the 
fact that opportunities are held out of the reach of those who 
only need those opportunities to abolish their poverty? 

Mr. George goes on to show that this poverty exists in al} 
countries that are civilized; in monarchies and in'republics; 
under protective tariffs and under revenue tariffs; where the 
currency is gold and silver, and also where the people depend 
upon the paper mill for their money, and adds, "That there is~ 
common cause, and that it is either what we call material pro
gress, or something closely connected with material progress, be
comes something more than an inference, when it is noted th:1t 
the phenomena we class together and speak of as' industrial 
depression are but intensifications of phenomena which always 
accompany material progress, and which show themselves more 
clearly and. strongly as material progress goes on? " Will Mr. 
Holland claim that all this is not true, and if so, will he show 
wherein'it is false? ' 
Agai~ "where the conditions to which material progress 

everywhere tends are most fully realized-that. is to say, where 
population is densest, wealth greatest, and the machinery of ex
change and production most highly developed-we find the 
deepest poverty, the sharpest struggle for existence, and the most 
enforced idleness," says Mr. George. If Mr. Holland can show 
that this is not true, he may possibly show that Mr. George has 
not taken much notice of the real causes of poverty, but not 
otherwise. ' 

What science treats of poverty and its cure, if political 
economy does not, and what political economist of any time, 
gives evidence of deeper thought or more radical research than 
d·oes the author of " Progress and Poverty? " 

I might quote reams, almost, from Mr. George's writings on 
the subject of poverty, but it is not necessary: Every one ~ho 
has read his works is perfectly aware of the depth of logIcal 
reasoning and thought of their author, and it is only in a general 
and indefinite way that anyone ever atta~ks them. All the criti:. 
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cisms of "Progress and Poverty," which it has been my lot to MORALITY IN SCHOOLS. 
see, have proceeded on the plan pursued by Mr. Holland. In 
his first essay he proposed some difficulties as seeming to him In the discussion of our common schools, by the convention 
unsurmountable, but he neglects to notice the answers to those of teachers recently met in this city, the question of morality in 
objections, which have been printed in your sheet. "Vhy has he the schools seems to have been uppermost in the minds of 
not continued the line of argument he started out upon? Were these instructors of youth. With one voice it was conceded 
the grounds upon which he based his objections to the single that morality was an essential ingredient in child education. 
tax so very slender that he can find nothing furtherto say" upon Morality must come from some source. Shall it rest entirely 
those points?' with the parents; or shall it come from the teachers? 

Mr. Holland thinks that Mr. George fails to recognize the If with the p:uents, itwill not rise above their moral condition. 
right of owners of land to compensation. Compensation for In that case it might be objectionable. Many parents arc as little 
what? Does Mr. Holland really understand the object the fitted to impart moral instruction as grammar or mathematics. 
single tax has in view? It. would really seem as if he did not. Neither their habits nor their principles are worthy of attention or 
The single tax to be levied on land values would not be con- copy. In many cases, however, the parents are entirely reliable; 
fiscation, as the gentleman seems to think. It simply means that and their religious principles forbid that their children should be 
all other taxes shall be abolished, and that owners of land shall diverted from the groove the parents have selected for them, 
pay to the community, in lieu of other taxation, such a sum either in habits, morals, or religion. All of these might well be 
per annum as their particular holdings may be worth. Suppose left to the parental care, aided by the church to which "they be
that instead of land values, house values were solely to be the long. 
objects of taxation, would the gentleman contend that compen- But by far the larger class of our children belong to parents 
sation should be accorded to house owners for the taxes so paid? who are not themselves exemplary moralists, or are so absorbed 
When was compensation ever given any tax payer for the taxes in business that they would greatly prefer to have some bet:er 
he paid? What compensation, for instance, is given those who mind direct their children in the way they should go. To the 
pay the protective taxes? The fact is, tax payers have never had, children of such families, it is a sort of moral suicide to forbH 
and have never expected, compem;ation for taxation. Why then the school to enter upon the region of morals, giving only a men
should they have compensation for taxes levied on land values tal power for right or wrong; but no key to the one or the other, 
nny more than they should if levied on anything else? . and no heart tendenc" in either direction. It cannot be advis-

If Mr. Holland will demonstrate the right of the owner to .". able. It is not advisable. The common school of the republic 
own the land, we will be obliged to him, for it is something should direct the mind to the highest inspiration for good, the 
which we have'never seen accomplished, and which we believe heart to the side of right, and the habits to harmopy with the 
cannot be done. If he cannot show that the owner has such best models of mankind. 
right, how can he claim that the landlord would be entitled to How this is to be done becomes a most absorbing and intricate 
any compensation whatsoever, even though we desired to con- problem. \Vho shall set up the moral code? Where shall we 
fiscate the. land he does not own, instead of merely levying taxes find it ? Where shall it begin and end? Who will guide us in 
upon it? this matter? 

The chapter Mr. Holland cites is devoted to showing that no VVe have many volunteers in this field. And they are not vol
individual has the moral right to own one foot of the earth. If unteers merely. Some of them claim a right to dictate, to take 
Mr. Holland can prove that this claim is not well founded, he the field, to exclude all others, and to take control of the young 
will prove at the same time that priyate property in land is n'ot mind of the republic, for themselves, their fa~th, dogma, and 
robbery. . habit. Some of them would abolish the common school rather 

In regard to the advocate of the Anti-poverty doctrine who than forego their right to dictate. They may be classed as fol-
Mr. Holland says gave a speech at a meeting in Boston, during lows: . 
which the speaker claimed that the single tax would abolish First, the Roman Catholic clergy. They declare that the edu
every kind' of poverty, whether arising from idleness, vicious cation of youth rests with them alone. "Vhere t~ey are in the 
habits, or what not, it may be said that if the speaker was not ascendant they claim an entire control of education from the 
good enough to" quote, he was not good enough to mention at ground up. Parents have no rights the church is bound to respect. 
all, and there seems to be no valid reason for his hesitancy to- They take the money of the people, establish the priestly school, 
bring the gentleman into a controversy which has directly to .do and say, that or none. In the republic, being in the minority, 
with the subject of his cited address, and into which he has been they affirm that the government has no right to do the same 
brought by Mr. Holland for the purpose of showing that the thing, and educate the children to republican principles. They 
single-tax advocates believe in and teach something that they do say the Catholic church has rights. Catholic parents have natural 
not believe in nor teach. It seems not improbable that the rights, and to take their money for schools, and their children 

,hesitancy exhibited by Mr. Holland in introducing his authority to be educated to the principles of the republic, and without their 
for his statement, may arise from the same motives as those religion, is an outrage, an imposition on them, a robbery of their 
which actuated the respectable Mrs. Gamp when she refused to pockets, and a persecution of their faith. They must control the 
produce the hypothetical Mrs. Harris. E. O. ROSCOE. schools, or have a part of the funds, and schools of their own. 

These claims are inadmissible. Indeed, as to the right of the 
THE project of raising a monument to Giordano Bruno has church, or the parents, they answer themselves, and defe"at their 

roused at once the ire of antagonists and the researches of the own argument, by the fact that when in power they do the very 
friends of Freethought. A Catholic wrher has even ventured to thing they declare we have no right to do. The)T take the money 
question the fact whether he was ever martyred at all, and, asour of all, establish Catholic schools, and declare that the parents 
readers know, Mr. Foote recently replied to calumnies and mis- have no rights at all that the church is bound to respect. We 
statements which found their way into the Scottish Review. But cannot admit these claims. We cannot take their advice. The 
others have looked into the question, and it has been found that republic has an indefeasible right to preserve itself, to educate its 
the fact of his martyrdom, beyond being testified to by Caspar children in republican principles, and make patriots of them, 
Schoppius, a converted Protestant, who was in the service of Pope against all the world. If there are any parents here who object 
Clement VIII. and in Rome at the time, is notified in an official to that course, they are not of us, not well affected to the republic, 
publication called the AVV1'sO di Roma of Feb. 19, 1600, which not really American citizens, and should really have no voice in 
records that this" herelico obsft'nafl'ssz1no" was burnt, and said that our affairs. ",.. 
he died a martyr, and willingly ["eI diceva che morz'va marlt're, eI Second, our Protestant Clergy put in a claim to be the moral 
volenHeri"J. It has also been discovered that Bruno's birthday, instructors of our schools. They want the Bible as the standard, 
which has been variously dated from 1 548 to 1550, was on the and the Bible morality as the text. . 
21st of March, 1548. So Freethinkers have a new anniversary But there is difficulty here al~o. It is not possible to sever Bi
to insert in their calendar.~London Freethinker. ble reading from sectarian religion, or Bible morals from Bible 
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religion; or indeed to say of any act, or form of government,or 
law, or practice that it is strictly Bible morals, G;vithout doubt. 

The Bible does not set out a moral science. It is not a system 
of morals. Those who accept it as the "word of God" are not 
agreed about its doctrines or com mands in anyone thing. Moral 
science is something apart from all religion. It is the science of 
living well, lo~g, and happily. It is the same in all lands; it can
not say one thing in China, another in Italy, and another in the 
United States. It speaks to all men alike, and tells the same 
story in. all lands and climes. If we wanted to teach moral sci
ence in our schools, we would go to the chair of moral philoso
phy at our University for th'! text book; and not to any sectarian 
college, to the Bible, or to any form of faith. . 

Religion is not moral science. It simply gives its assent to 
certain existing- forms of life, or as modified by the religious 
teacher. In Russia it teaches autocracv. Bishop Vladimir here 
relates that in the year 998, a czar of Russia ordered all his peo
ple to be baptized in the Greek church, and it was so. The 
bishop to-day sees no impropriety in this infamous order. Such 
is Bible morality in Russia. In Italy the pope whines incessantly 
for his lost throne, as a Bible and Christian right. In our own 
land the Bible and its morality were the main stay of slavery. 
Even now, Bible Christians are denouncing the Constitution of 
the U nitej States because it does not enthrone God, Christ, the 
Bible, and the persecution of heretics. , 

Whatever branch of morals you desire to teach, no certain 
guide can be found in the Bible, or in the Christian church. 
They have no moral system, no moral science. On government 
they are all at sea, and veer all the way from perfect freedom to 
autocracy and slavery.. 

On marriage, the Bible and the churches give out no certain 
sound. From Catholicism to Mormonism there is every shade 
between. We could not make up a moral code from any or all 
of thein. . 

Yet we have one pretty safe and certain guide; and it should 
come to the front as a moral code, almost as a religion, that is 
safe••sound, reliable, almost everywhere accepted by our people, 
and infallible, if the words of man may ever be so. The consti
tution of the United States, of our·own state, and the most of the 
statutes passed under them, comtitute a moral code the nearest 
-perfect known to man; and a religion that,if fully understood, 
and fairly practiced, leaves little .further to be said or done. to 
live well on earth and be assured of all that is to come. See 
how it would read to our children, and what a fine moral guide it 
would be ! 

All men and women are by nature free and equal, in rank, 
rights, and deservings. 

There is no distinction but worth, talent, goodness, and useful
nes~. 

All laws must be just and equal to all, and protect all alike. 
All are free to live, think, speak, write, and vote as they please; 

and to seek their own happiness in their own way, not interfer
ing with the same rights in others. 

When we do so meet each other that interference is unavoid
able. we should be just and generous that we may have peace. 

The females of our race should be an especial care to all. 
To them true manhood demands that we be more than just; 
and true gallantry t~at they know us only as friends and pro
tectors. 

That we may thus live in perpetual peace, government has 
made laws for our guidance in all disputes, and appointed tri
bunals to hear and determine the right. . 

It is a sacred and patriotic duty to observe these laws; to abide· 
these decisions; and at aU times to do more, and to be better 
than the law requires of us. 

good and wise men may seek to amend it, and vote to do so. 
They may som '!times feel it necessary to denounce and defy the 
law, refuse obedience to it, and follow a higher law of their own 
conscience. But all such should have good reason to believe 
themselves superior to their fellows, and be ready to take all the 
consequences of disobedience. " 

The young, the mediocre, all that are less than first-class minds, 
should hesitate to adopt such a courde, and rather conform to the 
opinions of those about them. 

Thus, the wisdom of the nation has decreed that a man should 
have but one wife at one time; that they should make public 
their intent to be man and wife, and enter .into a covenant to be 
to each other as such, till death, or to a legal divorce. The law 
has settled the terms of that covenant, and the conditions of its 
end. All persons will do well to follow the letter of the law in 
this regard. Let no temporary opinion, as of Mormonism, or 
any other ism, induce you to act in conflict with it. It is safest 
.and best to keep yourself under the protection of the law. You' 
are perhaps not wiser than society. At least, if you must be a 
law unto yourself, wait until your judgment is matured, and you 
are sure you may go alone. . 

And whether as child, teacher, scholar. husband, wife, or pa
rent, seek to be better than the law requires. You may not be 
criminal, if you are no better, but you cannot claim to be good. 
Goodness and virtue, generosity and affection, demand more than 
the law. 

A moral text book in this vein, pursuing the Constitution and 
the law, might be acceptable to our schools, and objectionable to 
none who are worthy of a voice in what the schools of the republic 
should be. H. :to K. 

Ar a regular meeting of the Nineteenth Century Club, New 
York, on the 9th of November last, a resolution was passed ap
pointing a committee to prepare and publish amemorial volume 
to the founder and first president of the club, and to solicit sub
scriptions to defray the expenses. This volume is now ready for 
publication. The book will contain the funeral orations, the 
addresses delivered at the memorial meetings, and essays and 
letters since received. It will consist of about 200 pages, oc
tavo, heavy Holland paper, and richly bound in levant morocco. 
This edition, upon which no pains or expense will be spared 
to make it worthy of 1he club and, of the occasion, will cost $5 
per copy. For those who desire it an edition, handsomely 
bound in cloth, _will be supplied at a cost of three dollars per 
copy. As frontispiece there will be a portrait of Courtlandt 
Palmer. As the committee have decided to print only such 
copies of the memorial volume as are ordered in advance, it is 
desirable that no time should be lost in notifying John H. 
Beach, 25 E:11st 57th street, of the number of copies and the kind 
of binding which may be desired. 

PROTESTANTS in the ~tate of Maine have been stirred into a 
remonstrant condition by a bill before the legislature to so 
amend the by-laws of the State Reform School that Catholic 
bors in that institution may receive instruction in their own faith. 
The priests desire permission to teach their catechism without 
the presence of Protestants, to celebrate a. mass once a month, to 
establish secret confession, communion once in three months, 
and confirmation once a year. 

PRIZE being right far above triumphing over an opponent. 
Only truth, right, and justice are .worth feeling gladly glorious 
over. To win in establishing an error or a wrong is the most 
lamentable of failures.-EuuNA. 

The wisest among us are elected by the people to make laws 
to determine the rights of property, of husbands and wives, par THE ancients believed that the whole earth was square, but 

ents and children, employers and employed, and all forms of up to the hour of going to press we haye not heard thit they ex

human conduct; when conduct becomes crime, when it be pressed a similar belief in regard to the inhabitants thereof. 

comes nuisance; how---far liberty may go, and what no man may Norristown Herald. 

do. It is the duty of all good people to abide these rules; to be 

better rather than worse than they.comman.d; and in no case RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys

to require correction for falling short. pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 

, Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F.The law may not be the best; nay, it may even be bad; and 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WAN~ 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; 1 I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $J9.50. In 4-otmce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra;Jxtra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $io more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE. CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.~The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in J4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to, $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and c~sh refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros-.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 

-Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.6 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

Rest Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·75 

" Forks 1.~5 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches -for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $r; springs, $r; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle,- III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

.llRxg~Lt:G~~r$1fJT-
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the -ni('st successful -{in his 

_ specialty,} as his practit'e will 
surely' 'prove. 'l'be Do~tor 
treats all thofle peculiar dis
east's of young and midllle
aged men such as seminal 
weakne8s. impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing sh~uld scnd ten (10 
cents for his book. "Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Applicatkn-

A PO~rrIVE CUBE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The b00k spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. H. P. F ELLO,fS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY 
/:lay where you saw this Advertisement. 

-[From the Washington National View.] 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar arlvertsements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed alld exposed by the press,
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialiot, in hiS line. stanus foremost 
in his profession, and the encomiums showered UJl(m him 
publicly as well as in private, are J!attering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devotion to h:s speciaHies in hiB profession have 80 
justly merited for Liw, and it is safe to tmst him. 

A 'restimoninl. 
WE:,'r LIBERTY, 0., Aug. ]2. 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELLows-Dea.r Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a chaml. I .tm completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week. 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours reslJectfully. J.·R. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a fair 8ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States. 
from young, middle· aged tlnd elderly men, suffering frum 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the gre!.test of all known 
remedies for this class of di~ease8. 11 s I am an out and-out;. 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, Q,nd not waste their time and money on 
ChristIan doctorlS. DR. FJ<:LL()WS. 

I 
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selling
work for 
hours... 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK " AAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Scot;. 

; ~ ,1f~rtG:~v~;.~r~ u~~~:'~';i~~~ I;I~1 ::.tn::,~~CJ ~.l(~~';~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 
Itt_" r'ut" fiO:-i .. ty. 1, 1. 'H~ 'V , tlt:II'U I"\:, a -ltd Tery In.a.ructlve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~I~e~~t!:Q:~ bn::lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of~'lIooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~- by which tl:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physlCiall8, clergymen, crjt-t~, and literat I

hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubj ecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kllOW," Will find it interebtill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW-FEATURE Just intr<?<luccd, consists of a nr
l~Ql ~bnrt•• Infivecolo guaranteed?"u~~ri~~~i'b~f~~·~ft!~~:a~~ 
war phYlliologiC1l1 book. ar:td rendering it Rjro.in the mO'!t (I.trrnct.ive and-quick·AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 

Koehler Writt:R: .. I lIold the fir.;t six boQkII in two 
M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. Sendlfor terms. • 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.. white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£UII. M01tJ.hl.. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J~rk. 
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Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPEND,ENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devuted to 

I 
Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Libera is,!,, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics. 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.5° per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ......... ; ....................$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pill .................. 275 
14 karat Gold, sUlall size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge yin............ .......... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin ....... ; .......... ;... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)... ,. . 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Small Chano {for watch chain}....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watCH chain)....... 500 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm {for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14,00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, 8(·t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, prepaid. and guaranteed as repre
sented or mon~y nfunded, address, 

PUTNAM _& MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, Sail Francisco, Cal. 

s. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
ManllfHcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Alallila, Book, Xcws, J/ard'UJare, W1-appiug

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast-and San Geronimo Paper Mills 
414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broa:lway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECIA.LTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Ca.rs pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 655 

P. O. CIDLSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

ATTORNEY AT L~W, 
Commercial Business and Collections a. Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FHANCISCO, CAL." 

Pl\CIPIC Ci\.RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OPFICE, :ll. POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J" A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order.". Ptrfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvi!e the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 


Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 

P. O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia"
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

W Terms, $2 per year. $ 1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. S~mple copi<;Si sent free on application. 

THE LATEST Fl\SHIONS 


~~INESS SUITS FOR.......................•............ .......... ~ .... $25.00
_ 
P N 55 SUITS POR ...................... _. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35.00 

A TS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

"Samples forwarded on Application, 
C:E3:.A.S. F ~ :a-UFl.Cl-Dl.J:.A..:NT • 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIPTH STREET 101

P. A. CL."RK. CIU.S. W. CLARK 
- -I RE~1SBURG's "WORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

DIAMOND VALLEY 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .:-tatistics, showing the creeds 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERIES. 

of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learuing; the Church NURSERYMEN. and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. "Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Wa:o:hington, 
..Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
Have at Th~ir l\urseries all Kinds of Fruit 

SPecialty. 
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery andand OrJlsmeDtal Trees and Vines. 
l'rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 

Special Attention Given to Planting to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
and Caring of Orohards rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; Slavery; Po

lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagranand Vineyards. 
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,

Addrcs! single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special
CLARK BROS., discount on larger quantities. t: 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 

P. O. Box 0, S,m Jacinto, Cal 

handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An important work by Gibbon, the historian. Campris.
blg all that relates to the progress 01 the Christian reli. batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
gion In "The Historj of the Decline and Fa.IJ of the .Roman ~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Empire," and a. Vindication (never before published In Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab.this country) of BOme passages in the 15th anri 16tb chap
\ers, by Edward Gibbon. Esq., with a Life of the Author bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including vl\rioru~ Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
notes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, "an EngUsh Church. Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
man," and other 8cholars. Ha.ndsome 12 mo. 8M pages. 
Cloth. With Engravinga. Price, $1 50. ' Scholars, and Divines; Abro&ation of Sunday 

Laws.' Price. 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald,

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S Cl 504 Kearny st. San Franciso 
GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 

OD the Declaration of Independence. AlBO the immortal ORDER THEM OF ELMINA!
document. The Declaration ltselt, and th~ national an
them entitled "Land of Libelty." Price, 10 cents· I) cop- Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 
lea, 25 centa; 25 copies, 'I. ' Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 

Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
TH E SYSTEM OF. NATURE, Clergyman's Victims, 2S cents; John'S Way, 15 

cents (the last four-are Infidel novels); Diana
)1'.L..LaWII of the Moral and Physical World. B1 BaroD - sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 
D'Jlolbacb. A Dew and improved t:dition, with aoka 1rJ 
~ Tn vu_.. '- OM. PDo., Ii. Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
--~---.---- Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YONE SANTO, 

A . Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


"The Book that the American :Missionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and an Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE"50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MAC?DONALD, 804' Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FRI~ETIIOUGIIT BOO'KS I j' • ANNOUNCEMENT. 
---------, 	 I I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California· 

PUTNAM S "W"ORKS. 

'The New God. loco The New God was mndt. 
by an IUtist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The cre.alor makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
H'ashbur/~. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 

•Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
fft G. Ingffsoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to lait with 
the livng spirit of to.day."-,7oMn Swinton's 
Pt&ihtr. ~ 	 ~ 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ago 
no~lic Poems. Priee, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
n:\l11 is a VigflTOUS poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, nnd stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-BIt/garius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Univtrse, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess; and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Poote's Health 
1Itolllhly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Price, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-D4I,tlo" 
Imuslitratoro 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adstolle, Huxley. Mu1le~, Linton 
Reville on the Conflict between Genesia and Goology:
Price, 60 ceuti. 

that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by I 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He ii also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr• 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

_Republio of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 

bequest to Philadelphia. by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

ChI istian Associa

tion. 


By RICH. B. \VESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

p' dd P d ld 
nce $1. A ress, lltnam & Mac ona • 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE--. 

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COlUPJLED BY L. K. WASHBUl{N. 

I'rice ...........•.•............. $1.50 

Address orders to 

L. K. \VASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

Faith or Agnosticism. 


A series of article, 

--from-

The North. American Review 

--by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utaam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that astory should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to t~e discerning eye, though it escape the 

- observatIOns of the vulgar."-Voltaire•. 
12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav

in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. . 
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DR. HARCOURT, pastor of the Howard-street Methodist church, 
is censured by his brethren for condemning revivals. He de
nounces reliance on perambulating evangelists as It the sin of 
the clergy." Dr. Harcourt may be right. As Ingersoll once 
remar~ed, a fire that has to be blown continually to prevent it 
from going out is a poor fire to keep warm by. 

"DON'T prophesy unless you know" is sage advice. Some 
time ago John Slater, the Mediumistic Wonder, predicted th:l.t 
the city of Santa Cruz would suffer great loss by fire April 14. 

Nothing of the kind occurred, and instead of a fire it rained 
he:l.vily. Mr. Slater continues to prophesy, all the more accept
ably because his dire prognostications fail of fulfilment. _ 

TH1i: Methodists are the prime movers in the scheme to build 
a People's church in San Francisco, to which Senator Stanford 
is reputed to have offered.a contribution of $100,000 on con
dition that as much more shall be raised for the purpose. The 
The alleged intention is to make the church undenominational. 
If the members of other churches can be caught with this kind 
of Methodist guile, no doubt the church will be built. 

LAST week we noted the insane act of a father and mother in 
Missouri, who crucified their infant as a s:l.criflce to God. Prince 
Law, a Georgia negro, took a different course, and April 12, 

near Savannah, killed his five-year-old son as a sacrifice to the 
devil. He is of course a religious h.~natic. It is strange that 
these fanatics. when in a sacrificial mood, are never possessed 
with· the notion that they themselves would make an acceptable 
offering. An example of this sort is badly needed to give the 
custom of sacrificing its most beneficent impulse. 

GERTRUDE ATHERTON, the Argonaut correspondent, has of
fended Ella Wheeler Wilcox, the poet, by writing that the latter 
is "a little mouse-colored woman, who needs a conspicllolls dress 
to be noticed. Her only gooJ feature is a sensitive mouth. She 
is very thin, and in a dim light looks quite young." Mrs. Wilcox 
rebukes Miss Atherton, and Miss Atherton, in self-defense, says 
that her style is that of all Western \yriters. Miss Gertrude Ather
ton, by the way, is one of that class of female hacks who secure 
readers by being as indecent as their publishers will permit. 

WHEN the Rev. Samuel Jones was at work on the hardened 
sinners of Kansas city, Mo., he effected a remarkable conversion 
in the person of John T. Lee, a reporter, and Lee followed him 
thereafter. We mention the circumstance now, as we are re
minded of it by the fact that Mr. Lee has just been sentenced to 
thirty days' imprisonment for getting drunk and stealing a coat. 

"TOBACCO," says the Prohibitionist, "is the next enemy the re~ 
formers of our country must engage. It has now come to be so 
that a person cannot walk along the streets without having 
offensive smoke puffed into the face at nearly every step." The 
Prohibitionists will doubtless begin the great work of suppress~ 
ing tobacco by getting a law passed making smoking on Sun
day a penal offense. In this labor they will not be deterred 
by the consideration that other people .have the same right to 
smoke that they have to refrain from it. Such a thought as that 
never strikes the natural-born suppressionist. 

SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of this society will be held in Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, above Powell, at 8 o'clock Sunday evening, 
April 2 I. An address will be delivered by Professor Herbert 
Miller. All are invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

The meetings at San Diego, Sunday afternoon and evening, 
April 7, were largely attended and full of hope and promise. 
This brilliant city is weathering the hard times with undaunted 
pluck, and is bound to sail the seas of happy fortune. A gener
ous welcome it has for the Secular Pilgrim, and for the new 
thought and spirit of the age. Sunday evening the hall was not 
only" crowded, ·but overflowing, and many were obliged to stand 
and many went away (or ,vant of room. I believe that the ele
ments here will soon crystallize, and San Diego be one of the 
banner cities of Freethought. ~his country will develop sur
prisingly during the next few years. It has those resources which, 
in the end, must prevail and create a fair and flourishing com
monweaIth. San Diego county is twice as large as the state of 
Massachusetts, and will one day be as rich and magnificent. 

The spirit of the people at large is the spirit of Liberalism. 
The churches flourish, of course, but they don't rule, and are 
obliged to accommodate themselves to progress, or the pews, 
like the pulpit, will become a vacuum. 

My delightful visit with Mr. and Mrs. Ranford Worthing was 
one of the charms of Freethought labor. The shadow of ortho
doxy is not present, but all that is sweet and attractive in the old 
New England life radiates in the novelty of these Western shores. 
This cordial home, with its four generations of eager life, blends 
youth and age like the Mayflower itself on its voyage to freedom. 
The grandsire voted for both Harrisons. Whom the baby will 
vote for is, no doubt, written in the stars, but it looks happy 
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enough now, as king of all it surveys, never to be troubled with 
the whirl of politics. 

I also enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs.:James Bidwell, 
and in their home, too, Freethought is like the sunshine.. Mr. 
Bidwell is of the old Investigator line, and has borne our banner 
many a year. While resident in the Sandwich Islands he intro
d~ced the Investigator to the notice of the king, who became a 
subscriber to it, and thus showed more sense than kings com
monly do. Mr. Bidwell took me over to Coronado Beach and 
around andover the big hotel, which is, indeed, a noble structure. 
It presents an imposing appearance from afar, and is a picture of 
elegance and comfort on closer view. The gardens are gorgeous 
with flowers. The boundless ocean is before, with its vast waves 
beating upon the strand in endless music.· This place is like a 
paradise, with its ever-changing views, its bright and pleasant 
company, its beautiful parlors, and grand hall where entertain
ments of all kinds are nightly going on, while the eye can never 
tire of the wonderful panorama of sea, and mountain, and soft 
blue sky. With a good bank account, one can enjoy immortality 
here a thousand times better than twanging a golden. harp. 

Saturday my friend Percy Goodwin gave me a drive through 
. National City, Paradise Valley, and on to the Sweetwater dam. 
This is a marvelous piece of engineering, and contains untold 
wealth for this section. Six: billion gallons of water are stored away 
-enough for a three years' supply. The vast reservoir is now 
full and the water is tumbling over the rocky battlement like white 
streamers on the wind. The Sweetwater Valley is becoming a 
choice location. The lands are held at five hundred dollars an 
acre, with water privilege. Returning we passed through an 
orange grove on Whitney's ranch, where oranges were hanging 
by the thousand, mingling with the.blooms whose perfume filled 
the air. Meandering our way over hill and through dale, the 
road, which seemed fair enough at the beginning, became lost in 
tall grass and ended against a wire fence. Although the circus 
was in town it was not a part of our program to join the proces
sion and jump a wire fence, so we were obliged to pick our way 
back again to the main line 'over the encircling hills. Climbing 
the rugged sides, entrancing prospects lay at our feet, and never 
could artist's pencil find more fascinating things to delineate. 
The sunset was just flinging its intense color aU along the broad 
breast of the mountain, at whose base spreads the beautiful lake, 
held by the Sweetwater dam, glittering into the bosom of the 
lowlands, edged with brilliant green and scattered grove, while 
in the very centre of the picture the dam, massive as an ancient 
castle, gorgeous like Solomon's temple and a million times 'more 
useful, appears like a painted crimson and golden wall against 
the mass of waters that roll behind. In conjunction with this 
beautiful prospect of mountain, lake, stream, field, and grove, 
over to the left stretches Spring Valley, along whose edge threads 
the Cuyamaca railroad, reaching to Ei Cajon Valley, circled 
by the great flume high upon its rim, \vhere, also, an immense 
force of waters is gathered for irrigation and manufacturing pur
poses, while supplying the city of San Diego with pure~ sweet, 
mountain water. It will thus be seen that H the back country" 
is not lingering on the path to empire, but mountain answers to 
sea with sum mons to ci vilization. 

Dr. Lewis Post, ninety-two years of age, is still a stalwart pio
neer. Only a little while ago he took a ninety-mile trip into the 
mountains, to push forward an enterprise of stupendous magni
tude, of which the originator is our Liberal friend Malcolm 
Matheson. Its object is the storing up of waters flowing from 

the eastern slopes of the Julian and Cuyamaca ranges of moun
tains. Thousands of acres of nice fruitlands lying in level valleys 
will thus be rendered productive in a tropical cli~ate, and the 
desert will blossom like the rose. Dr. Post has laid in for a long 
life. He is a sturdy Prohibitionist and declares that before he 
dies he will help elect a Prohibition president. He certainly 
will have to drink of the fountains of immortal youth. I wish I 
had a lease on life like the· doctor, and could live until a Prohibi
tion president was elected. The doctor, nevertheless, is a Liberal, 
take him all in all, and a Spiritualist too, and he says he has 
been dead several times, but the spirits have raised him-not the 
distilled, but the invisible. He is grandfather to Louis F. Post. our 
bright and notable reformer in New York city; and so the blood 
of freedom runs on from generation to generation, whatever may 
be the fate of spirits" wise or otherwise, whether of the still or the 
unseen world. ' 

Among other good allies are Mrs. W. A. Dorris of the New 
Carleton, where the traveler can sojourn in real comfort. Mrs. 
Dorris is a genial hostess, but she is not at all disposed to patron
ize the" religious racket," and when, on Sunday morning, some of 
her guests desired to know the way to church, she answered that 
she really couldn't tell them, for she had never attended any of 
the churches in San Diego. This is a good Freethought record. 
In this case ignorance is bliss. When all women are equally 
sensible, Moody and Sam Jones will have but little to do. 

Singleton W. Davis has given some "Sketches of the Scientific 
Dispensation of a New Religion" well worthy of perusal. Taking 
his definitions of religion, he is not far out of the way, though I 
do not admit all of his conclusions. But he presents his matter 
in an original way and makes religion harmonious with reason 
and progress. 

My friends, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hartley and family, are in the 
ranks yet, with good cheer that lightens toil. George Middleton 
keeps a repair shop where he mends all articles, he says, but I 
don't believe he will ever undertake to repair orthodoxy. Even 
the Almighty has not been able to keep it in good order. 

I f!1ust thank the members of the San Diego Choral Union for 
the excellent music they furnished-Ranford Worthing, Miss 
Addie Dick, Mrs. Lottie Low, Mr. W m. O'Farrell, Dr. C. C. 
Gorham. Much of the success of the lectures was due to their 
generous assistance. Miss Dick's father was Sheriff Dick' in 
Illinois where Abraham Lincoln used to practice law. He was 
present at the "almanac trial," when Lincoln saved his client 
from hanging by referring to. the almanac. The prosecution 
swore that it was a moonlight night. The almanac showed that 
there was no moon on that night, and the almanac won the day 
and saved the boy. 

I can't mention all that" stand by the flag in this goodly city, 
and who are more than friends of a day-who are for the storm 
as well as the sunshine of Freethought. There :;tre the Rowes, 
and the Lock~oods, Val Fink, F. F. Wright, James K. Stevenson, 
John Goldring, Richwood Swaile, 'Vm. J. Grier, Dr. A. C. Smith, 
A. C. Yonnkin, Miss Daisy and Miss Rosa Smith, Mrs. Violet 
Lewis, Mrs. Ida E. Butler, F. 'V. Bradley, Isaac D. Snedecor, 
Geo. Conrad, H. T. Boerlin, Mr. and Mrs. Shead, Miss Julia 
Blodgett, Mrs. R. E. Davis, Miss Nellie Dorris, Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Rumple, Anna F. Smith, Miss Lilla M. 
Rowe, Mrs. Susie Mantle, Miss l\laggie O'Rourke, Mrs. D. E. 
Young, Dr. Gould, W. E. Kidder, and many·others; and surely 
WIth 'all these of bright youth and stalwart age there must be 
golden days for Freethought. With the material prosperity 
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of this sunny clime will flash the inspirations of Liberalism. 
I notice a reverend. wh() has. signed the articles of organization 
of the California Liberal Union-Rev. \V. H. Noster, of Del 
Mar.. I have not the pleasure of his acquaintance, but he is on 
the right road, and he.must shake hands with friend Shaug. 

My thanks are due. to C. W. Garland for his untiring efforts in 
behalf of the lectures. When there is any business to be done he 
is the one to make it lively .. A better comrade I have not met. 

Mrs. Mary A. White and Mrs. C~arkare also co-workers who 
show that woman outside of the church is much better than 
woman inside of. the church. Mrs. White has the courage to 
stand upon the platform and speak for Freethought, and she has 
fervor and wit enough to make a bright and graceful speaker. 

I had the pleasure of meeting friends Wm. Burgess, and Dr. 
and Mrs. Babcock, of National City. It wasn't so that I could 
lecture at this place. Times have changed since I was here last. 
But National City only' sleeps. It will greet the morning with 
coronet of progress still. 

Coming up to Escondido Monday afternoon, I had the com
pany of friend Smith, from the banks of the "tittle Jimmie," 
where his farm of thousands of acres stretches over hill and dale 
like a garden of Ede~~ ~ Aid not have a chance to visit his horne 
while at Del Mar, for the recent rains made the" Little Jimmie" 
roar along quite threateningly. Howev'er, Mr. Smith was present. 
at my Sunday eveni~g's ,lecture at San Diego, and so the loss was 
partly made up, but I regret that I did not have an opportunity 
to meet his family, where everything is so enjoyable and the wel
come so warm. But, as friend Shaug says, I brought the rain 
with me, and so I had to suffer the consequences. The very 
moment he saw it announced that I ,was coming he told his wife 
that it would rain, and,in fact, they had the biggest rain of the 
season. 

I jmt had time Monday night, as the train stopped at Del 
Mar, to shake hands with Shaug, and then on' for Oceanside 
and Escondido. 

B. B. Rockwood greets me as I Lmd at Escondido and, after 
a hasty supper, I proceed to Thomas-Cravath Hall, where an 
audience some\vhat ,larger than a year ago is present, but the only 
ladies are those whom Mr. Rockwood brings with him from San 
Pasqual. There is a Methodist college at Escondido and, like a 
big magnet, it seems to draw the backbone out of Freethinkers, 
and they are afraid of the boycott. Not a majority belong to the 
church, but the atmosphere is depressing. However, a few 
attend the lectures, and there are signs of progress. Mr. Rock
wood is one of those who never give up. He has been on the 
frontier line too long to be overcome by any slight difficulties. 
So this lovely Escondido shalJ not pass altogether into the hands 
of the enemy. It rained, also, and that gave some an excuse to 
stay away, and two or three prayer-meetings were under full 
headway. 

With moonlight, and starlight, and vast clouds overhead, and 
now and then an April shower, we" take our journey over the 
range of hills into the peaceful San Pasqual valley; and beneath 
the arch of midnight-the triumphant moon sailing above the 
clouds and flinging its silver splendor on the running stream and 
its embracing trees, 'and the circling fields and ramparts of inter
twining hills-we reach our friend's embowered home, and a 
happy rest I have of it _ until the morning is half-way up the 
shining heavens. 

Mr. Rockwood, who has battled with nature until she has put 
on her best mantle of harvest and greeted him with smiles, has 

been no less strenuous and victorious in his combat .with ortho
doxy, but orthodoxy has not, like nature, translated itself into 
fruitful fields and orchards, but has grimly fled and howled. Mr. 
Rockwood has a fine library of books, and a stream of books 
and pamphlets and papers is constantly going the round of the 
neighborhood, and the church is kept upon its defense. Some
times these books are burned; they disappear suddenly, but Mr. 
Rockwood keeps up the supply, and the best ammunition of the 
Liberal camp is constantly on the go. Mr. Rockwood has en
listed for the war, and slowly and surely he presses on the strong
hold of the enemy, and the ranks of Freethought from year to 
year enlist the inquiring and progressive minds. Mrs. " Rock
wood is a staunch Liberal. She was one of the two ladies present 
at my -lecture at Escondido, but it didn't disturb her a bit to be, 
thus, one of the unfashionable few. The world moves when 
women is enfranchised by the royalty of her own thought. 
, 1\1r. Rockwood's ranch is a delightful place. Here is happi

ness in this beautiful valley, if one knows how to reach it. The 
sun shines brightly down, and the enclosing hills, mingling like 
vast billows and holding in their bosom green and flowery re
treats, shine with ever-changing lustres from morning to evening. 
The garden with its ranks of flowers, the orchard,. the vineyard, 
the little city of bees on the verdant slope, the grove of eucalyptus 
trees, the band of horses, the fat ~cattle in the shining pastures, the 
tumbling mountain stream-these make a picture of infinite 
variety and delight, and here the hours pass pleasantly by with 
genial friends, and happy children going to school or playing in 
the radiant grass. Friend Rockwood is a philosopher as well as 
soldier, and having won the fight, enjoys the fruits of age with 
tranquil thought. . 

The meetings were well attended. Our Advent friends were 
out. When it comes to the church and state question, they are 
heartily with us, but on the religious question there is much 
diversity. They take the Bible without question. They believe 
that Satan is the prince of this world and has things mostly his 
own way. Sometime Jesus is going to take away his empire, 
but the" Advent" is constantly delayed: It seems to be difficult 
to understand the mathematics of the Bible. However, our 

•Advent friends are Liberal minded, and are drifting unconsciously 
forward. Being in the minority they know what it is to exercise 
backbone, and backbone is the germ of all Infidelity, of that un
belief which means better hope and knowledge. 

I have given two lectures in this valley, in the school-house, 
and have enjoyed the brave little company of Freethinkers who 

,keep the waves of civilization beating on these rocky heights. I 
know of no place where one can drink mOore of the broad spirit 
of nature and humanity. 

Comrade Elbert Ward is fearlessly radical, and makes a good 
"deacon" in the Church of Humanity, and can perform what
ever H religious service" is required with neatness and dispatch. 
He is not afraid to put his hand to the plow. 

Miss Cora B. Ward, his daughter, has not the slightest hesita
tion in declaring that she is a good Infidel, whatever may be 
the opinions of others. She proposed several Bible questions to 
the lecturer on the second evening which elicited mallY im
portant facts for the consideration of searchers after the truth. 
These thoughtful inquiries added quite an interest to the discus~ 
sion of the subject, "The Bible and Modern Thought." . 

-There art: few, but enough in this bright valley to make it a 
choice spot for practical Freethought work. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Bates, Joseph Jagger, John Judson, W. 
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B. Furgeson, D. Trussell, Wm. F. Furgeson, E. Enas, and 
others are Liberals that, with their families, will help build for 
this sunny spot the beautiful temple of Humanity. 

I lectured at Escondido Friday night again, and there was in
creased attendance, except this time there was only one lady 
instead of two. This shows that our path is not one of flowe~s, 
but is beset with many unreasoning prejudices which only time 
can- remove. There are many places where Freethought is 
looked upon as being born of th~ devil. 

M. Smythe and C. Holdendorf are in the ranks of the:Union. 
A. K. Craveth is a prominent business man who generously aids 
the cause. The use of Thomas-Cravath hall was given for the 
lectures. The larger part of the business men here are Liberal in 
thought, but do not think it best to meet the orthodox sentiment 
which is strongly entrenched in half a dozen churches and the 
imposing college on the hill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown' of the Escondido Hotel are genial en
tertainers, and the hotel is one of the best on the. coast. Every 
tourist should make it a point to· visit its lofty eminence, 
where miles of most lovely country are spread before the eye, 
an enchanting prospect-a broad rolling plain with 'a green' 
carpet and elegant dwellings, swelling into soft and noble and 
varied table lands and rocky summit, over which the gales of, 
ocean blow with sweetness and refreshment. There cannot be 
a finer location for homes. The soil is good, water is plenty, 
the best of fruits can be produced. The climate is healthful, and 
in the bosom of the hills, where the rocks seem to be the only 
tenants, many a delightful dale is found, where the sun kisses the 
genial earth, and flowers and grass make promise of more lux
uriant fruitage. 

I come down to Oceanside Saturday morning, and have a' 
few minutes at the St. Cloud Hotel, with Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Knowles. About five million dollars is to be expended to con
struct a dam for the waters of the San Luis. This will irrigate a 
splendid country. Oceanside therefore has its" boundless future." 
As a sea-side resort it cannot be surpassed. The ocean and the 
sun are all the time weaving beautiful pictures in the soft and 
cooling atmosphere. Summer and winter there is pleasure here, • 
tropical nO:Jns and northern nights, the fervent heat mingled 
with delicious breath of the Arctic current that drops perpetually 
on this favored coast. And when the weary traveler alights from 
the dusty car he must look for the St. Cloud Hotel just across 
the way, and there he will find the best that is going. 

Ap!il 13, 1889. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

II THOU SHA.LT NOT KILL." 

Some of the clergymen of Texas appear never to have heard 
of the above commandment, or else they do not regard its restric
tions as binding upon the cloth. Below is an interesting dis
patch taken from a morning paper: , 

IC NAVASOTA (Tex.), April 9.-The ministers of this section have 
adopted vigorous Christian methods in ,dealing with delinquents. 011 
Sunday morning, the Rev. J. N. Lawson, a minister actively engaged in 
promulgating the gospel, shot and killed a negro named Daniel McLeod, 
who had stolen several articles from him. A second tragedy has occurred 
near Yarborough station. The Rev. Hall Miller was conducting a Sun. 
day school, and whIle praying an intoxicated man named Richards en· 
tered the school and disturbed the meeting. There was an altercation 
between the preacher and the disturber, and the Rev. Mr. Miller went 
home, but soon returned with a shot.gun, and fired its contents into Rich. 
ards's side, killing him instantly. The dead man was possessed ofgreat 
strength, and was very brutal." 

W4en p;eachers commit deed,S of thi~ sort it is about time for 

them to abandon their claim of allegiance to the prince of peace. 
It is not recorded that the master went heeled, or resorted on any 
occasion to the six-shooter or shot-gun. His neglect in that re
gard, however, has been amply atoned for by his followers. 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

Will lecture i~ San Francisco, Sunday evenings, 

May 5, J.2, J.9, and 26, J.889, 


--AT--' 

UNION SQUARE HALL 
42 1 Post Street. 

SUBJECTS: 

May 5.-The Past and the Present. 

" 12.-The Present and the Future, or the Constructive 
Methods of Freethought. 

" 19.-Liberty and :.Authority. 

" 26.-Jesus Christ Theologically, Morally, and Historicaliy 

Considered. 
Admission 10 cents to each Lecture. 

CONSERVATIVE PIONEERS. 

The late James Lick left a munificent sum of money to the 
Society o( Pioneers in this city, with which, after his death, a 
large brick building costing several hundred thousand dollars 
was erected on Fourth street, just south of Market. This build
ing contains a hall of a seating capacity of about six hundred, 
which the builders fitted uP. with the regardlessness of expense 
which usually characteri?ies the handlers of other people's money. 
The will of ML Lick provided, it is understood, that regular 
lectures of a scientific, literary, or historical character should be 
given in this hall, but that it should never be used for religious 
meetings. Whether the latter clause of the will has ever been 
violated we do not know, but we should not be surprised to 
learn that it had been. The fact that Mr. Lick was a Freethinker 
appelfs to have wholly escaped the memory ~f the committee 
having the building in charge. 

Last week the members of the San Francisco Freethought 
Society were casting about for a permanent meeting-place, and 
it naturally st~uck them that no more appropriate hall could be 
found than the one built with the money of the Freethinker 
James Lick, who has shown his admiration for the great apostle 
of Freethought, Thomas Paipe, by building him a Memorial 
Hall in B03ton. The secretary of the Pioneer Society was there
fore waited upon by Professor Miller, "'ho stated his object in 
calling and gave the name of the organization that desired' to 
hold its meetings in Pioneer Hall. The secretary expressed 
doubts that the hall could be engaged by a Freethought society. 
It had been refused the Spiritualists. He 'would, however, con
sult.the committee. The next day Professor Miller called again 
and received the ultimatum of the said committee, which was 
th1.t Pioneer Hall would not be leased on Sunday night for such 
a purpose ! 

The manger being thus occupied, of course the matter .. is 
settled. Several interesting questions nevertheless arise. It is 
pertinent to ask, for instance, why the Pioneers accepted the 
money of James Lick if they had not sufficient respect for his 
opinions to allow them to be advocated in the hall which that 
money built. Do the Pioneers object to receiving the money of 
FreethinkeI;s now? and if so, why did they take it then? \Vhat 
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has brought about the change of sentiment? Do they think 
they have received all the money from such a source that their 
consciences will allow· them to accept? Finally, do they for a 
moment suppose that they would ever have had a hall built 
with James Lick's money if he had suspected that so soon after 
.coming in possession of it they would close its doors against the 
advocates of a cause which James Lick did so much to promote? 

Perhaps a reasonable explanation of the refusal of the Pioneers 
to let the Freethought Society occupy its hall is that its musical 
exercises might not harmonize with the concert nightly con
ducted by a prior lessee who runs the" Pioneer Liquor Saloon" 
in the same building... 

MORALITY or FREETHOUGHT. 

The heirs of the ages, we reject nothing of th~ past that has 
helped to uplift humanity, pagan or Mohammedan, Hebrew or 
Christian. All below us, back to the stone age, is the pedestal on 
which we stand. It is built of human virtues, squared by the 
hand of time. Our impulse to action is higher than that of the 
past, not lower, as our enemies affirm. Our morality makes no 
bargain with heaven, for it does n~t believe that possible. It acts 
from a higher principle than the Christian, with no thought of 
reward in the other world. We have stepped beyond the false 
incentives of religion and fina the air purer and more wholesome. 

Freethought has always eleva!ed, not lowered, humanity. All 
great reformers have been Freethinkers, freer thinkers than their 
predecessors, than the men of their day.· Their reforms have 
been the result bf free thinking. Because they freed their minds 
from the cords of custom, they bettered custom. Because they 
would not be ham pered by the teachings of the past, they im proved 
upon the past. Because they rejected the slavery of opinion, their 
thoughts became stars and suns that gave light to following gen
erations. The free thought of Buddha rejected caste, and the 
millions of India gave him reverent and grateful worship. The 
free thought of Jesus taught that love was a higher principle of 
action than ceremonial obedience or fear, and the hearts of men 
have responded for nearly twenty centuries to his teachings. The 
free thought of Luther recoiled against the superstition and cor
ruptions of medieval Christianity and led the intelligence of 
E~urope to revolt successfully against the tyranny of Rome. The 
Freethought of Robert Ingersoll is awakening men to-day from 
their intellectual indifference and acquiescence in the mythology 
of the Bible, and is breaking the chains. of social slavery which 
do;smatic Christianity still strives to bind upon public opinion. 
Every man who has helped to lift higher the veil of ignorance 
that has obscured human intelligence has been a Freethinker. 

No one has yet grasped the perfect truth, nor ever will. The 
finite cannot grasp the infinite. The truth has been of gradual 
discovery. The great thinkers, philosopters, and teachers have 
each added something new to the treasure-house. None of them 
have known all. Though believed infallible in their day, their 
mistakes have been discussed since. We do not proclaim the 
perfect truth, for we cannot,· but the nearest approach to it that 
we know. But at least we will not declare as true that which 
we know or suspect to be false. 

It is here that we criticise the morality of the cJmrches and 
declare our own purer.· They maintain as divinely inspired a 
farrago of Hebrew mythology. Its absurdities, its impossibilities, 
ha'\te been shown again and again. Its impossible miracles, its 
Jonah, its flood, its Adam and Eve, its creation, are at the op
posite poles to reason and science, and rank with tlie like tales 

of Greek, of Hindoo, of Chinese mythology. But with obstinate 
and deluded per;istency the church still maintains the truth of 
these old-world fables, tries to give them a naturalistic interpre
tation, to reconcile them wiLh science, dodges, splits Jhairs, uses 
all the arts and evasions of the advocate, is thoroughly dishonest, 
and inconsistent in the methods of her defense. For she cannot 
abandon these old fables; they are a part of her system. If the 
Old Testament goes the New must go with it, and the whole 
structure of her heaven-claimed power must fall like a house of 
cards. 

But this intellectual dishonesty is thoroughly immoral. The 
truth is hidden and falsehood defended; and the dishonest advo
cates pose as the sole possessors and defenders of a pure morality! 

We will not dwell here upon the infernal tortures of mind and 
body which the church has in the past inflicted on those who 
differed from her teachings; on her Inquisition, her burnings, 
her racks, her thumbscrews, her excommunications; these the 
church of to-day fiercely deprecates as the unhappy violence, the 
mistaken zeal of an earlier age-though the church would still be 
burning if men had not freed themselves from her domination. 
For the spirit of the church to-day, both Catholic and Protestant, 
is a persecuting one. It is intolerant of criticism and opposition. 
It would force all opinion into the same mold, and maligns and 
ostracizes those who \"ill not follow its teachings. There is an 
Index Expurgatorius at Rome, and a Protestant pulpit forbids 
the reading of "Robert Elsmere" in America, and an American 
missionary society prevents a great house from publishing" Yone 
Santo." H. M. 

"FREETHOUGHT" IN BOUND -VOLUMES. 

We have a few copies of FREETHOUGHT, Volume 1., 1888, 
substantially bound in half calf, which we will sell al $2.50 per 
volume. As the number is very limited, those who desire the 
first year of FREETHOUGHT in this form will need to apply early. 

THE health of poor old Joachim Pecci, who is Pope Leo XIII. 
during business hours, is failing rapidly. This is gratifying to 
several ambitious cardinals who live in hope of sometime occu
pying the papal throne. 

SAYS the Chronicle: "New Hampshire has demonstrated that 
bigotry is not dead, by passing a law excluding Catholics from 
office. The prevalence of toleration has been so general in this 
country that this action of the New England state seems like an 
anachronism." It is true that the passage of a law excluding 
members of any religious sect from office would be a display of 
bigotry, but New Hampshire has not passed such a law. The 
voters of the state merely declined to adopt an amendment guar
anteeing equal protection to members of all religious denomina
tions. However, Catholics' should not complain, since they 
do not believe in toleration themselves, and have never advocated 
it except when in a minority. 

DR. HORATIO STEBBINS preached last Sunday on the council of 
Christians called by Constantine in the year 325. In his sermon 
this statement occurs: 

"After the great Constantine had conquered his world, he saw at 
midday in the clear sky the sign of the cross, with the words, , By this 
sign you conquer.' Then he knew the world should be ruled by another 
force than the sword, the force of love and charity." 

We have seen Dr. Stebbins, and conversed with him as a 
man speaketh to a friened. He is not an imbecile nor a lunatic. 
For which reason we do not believe that he believes a word of 
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what he says about Constantine's remarkable vision. He was 
merely preaching. 

"A PREMIUM ought not to be put upon evangelists who draw large 
crowds curious to listen to the recital of their evil ways, in words so 
fetid that some Anthony Comstock should cause their arrest, and con
sign them to the same cell with those who are guilty of vending obscene 
literature." ,. 

The foregoing words are not from some Freethinker's criti
cism of the Rev. Samuel Jones: they were spoken by one of the. 
most influential clergymen of this city in his sermon last Sunday. 
They are perhaps more weighty on that account, because inspired 
by "Christian" charity. 

THE Boston Traveler remarks: "Whatever may be said for or 
against the Irish people, there is certainly one respect in which 
they may challenge the admiration of the world, namely, in 
matrimonial fidelity. In the recently issued tables giving statistics 
.on the subject of divorce our own country leads in having 
granted nearly half a million divorces during the twenty years 
past, but there have been but eleven divorces throughout the length 
and breadth of Erin during that period." The fact that the Irish 
people secure few divorces is not an a'rgument in support of their 
marital fidelity, because the Catholic church, which is the Irish
man's church, forbids divorce and forgives aduitery. Naturally, 
therefore, divorce statistics have nothing to do with 'the case. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

The steamer Alameda, which arrived last week from Sydney, 
via Samoa, brought the details of the recent marine disaster at 
Port Apia, in which the German and American warships were 
wrecked. The former news is merely repeated, that a most vio
lent storm sprung up March 16; the vessels dragged their an
chors, and fouled and disabled one another, and then drifted 
helplessly·npon the reefs.--Some of the gold-hunters who went 
to the Santa Clara gold diggings 'now want Lower California an
nexed to Upper, as a convenient way of getting back into the 
state.-.-Engineers are surveying for a railroad between Golden
dale and Pasco, \V. T.--The convention of Baptists at Sacra
mento adopted resolutions favoring prohibition of the liquor 
traffic.--H. W. Foster's wife sued him for divorce at Los An
geles. He had disturbed prayer meetings which she and several 
mem bers of the holiness band were wont to hold daily or there,. 
abouts in the Foster home, and had told' some of the holiness 
ladies that if they did not keep away from his house he would 
switch them out. The divorce was asked for on account of these 
actions of Foster, but was denied.--A slight earthquake shock 
visited various parts of the state last Sunday evening.--Cam
pana, the pedestrian, better known as ~' Old Sport," now drives a 
huckster's wagon in San Francisco.--The French citizens of 
this town will celebrate the fall of the Bastile, July 13, 14, and 15, 
with fireworks, cannon, and oratory.--Ex-Senator Jeremiah 
Lynch has issued a pamphlet fiercely attacking Buckley, the po
litical "boss" of San Francisco.--The centennial of Washing
ton's inauguration wiII be duly celebrated in this city April 30, 
although the full programme has not been outlined by the com
mittee.--Our local Presbyterian synod will make an excursion 
to New York next month to attend the Presbyterian General As
sembly. Metropolitans are warned to look out for high jinks. 
--The new state of Washington, it is announced, holds its 
election May 14, and a constitutional convention at Olympia July 
4.--The building of the projected Fresno and Pine Ridge rail
road is considered assured. Local capital will be em ployed.-
Col. J. P. Jackson, formerly a journalist, has been appointed sub
treasurer of the U. S. mint at San Francisco.--The United 
States grand jury for \Vashington territory has found eleven in
dictments against Herbert F. Beecher, ex-treasury agent.-
Robert Dunsmuir, the coal-mine king, died at Victoria, B. C., 
April 12, of paralysis.--A Sunday-law agitation is on at Dixon, 
Solano county.--Whittier, Los Angeles county, is selected for 
the site of the new state reformatory. 

There is a considerable rush of immigrants to the Oklahoma 
hinds in Kansas. Rival claimants sometimes settle their disputes 
by killing one another.--1he steamer Danmark,·of the Thing~ 
valla steamship line, is supposed to have been lost in the mid
Atlantic, with 700 persons on board.--Kasson, Phelps, and 
Bates have sailed for Europe. They are commissioners to Ber
lin on Samoan affairs.--Whitecaps attacked Road Supervisor 
John Ainsford, of l\1adison township, Ind., the other day, but 
were met with a shotgun, and several of their number sustained 
severe wounds, which led to their identification and arrest.-
Very few persons have any idea of the size of the army of civil 
service employees of Uncle Sam. The blue book, which c~msists 
of two volumes of 2200 pages, shows .that 140,825 people are on 
the government pay rolls, in addition to those in the army and 
navy. Of the whole number of civil -employees one-ninth are 
women, and fully one-third of those in Washington are of the 
gentler sex.--Meredith Stanley jumped from the famous high 
bridge over the Kentucky river, last week, a distance of 285 feet, 
into 12 feet of water. He was but slightly injured.--The son 
of President Harrison is under bonds charged with libeling Col
onel Crosby, formerly governor of Montana. 

The London Weekly Dispatch says: vVilliam O'Brien has en
tered a libel action against Lord Salisbury for certain remarks 
made by the latter in his recent speech at Waterford.--Sir Ju
lian Paunceforte, the new British minister fo the United States, 
is on his way to Washington.--The French Senate is trying 
Boulanger for conspiracy.-'-' Another attempt on the life of the 
czar of Russia is reported, his majesty being struck by a fragment 
of a shell. The Russian authorities observe great secrecy in the 
matter.--Kossuth, th~Hungarian patriot, who is now at Turin, 
has suffered another relapse, and his life is despaired of. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The San Francisco Freethought Society had a very successful 
and well' attended meeting last Sunday morning, Counsellor P. 
O. Chilstrom,· president, occupying the chair. Quite a number 
of people from out of town were enabled to be present, some 
from as far away as Oregon. Among the latter were Captain 
Campbell and Mr. J. D. Garfield and wife, of Marshfield, and 
Mr. Hunter, author of a patriotic poem which he recited in this 
office on the day of his arrival. Also Mr. Freeman Parker, of 
Petaluma, and Mr. H. F. Ebers, of Ingrams, Sonoma counly. I 
was pleased to meet Mr. J. B. Hassett, of Anaheim. He is a 
gentleman of good looks and intelligence, notwithstanding his 
unique ideas with regard to taxation on land values. _ . 

President Chilstrom called the meeting to order, and Professor 
Schultheis performed a solo on the piano. Secretary Breuer 
being absent, the reading of the minutes of the meeting fell upon 
myself with a dull thud. 

The committee on the hiring of halls reported throu,;h Prq-, 
fessor Miller. The professor related that the committee had 
conceived the idea of getting a good h3.11, agitating throug!1 the 
press and by means of circulars, and so attracting public atten
tion as to make the movement a large one at the start. With 
this, object in view he had called upon the keepers of Pioneer 
Hall, stating his object and the nature of the society. The pro
prietors of the hall declined to lease it for that purpose, and he 
had recourse to 421 Post street, where he found a hall in all re
spects as good, and with the added 'advantage of a Liberal in 
charge. 

It was voted, after brief discussion, that the hall be engaged for 
one month, and the next meeting will be held there. 

Through the instrumentality of the assistant secretary as much 
as anything else, copies of a sheet bearing a dozen songs from 
the" Cosmian Hymn Book" were distributed through the au
dience, and the business of singing one of these was next taken 
up. Professor Schultheis evoked an accompaniment from the 
piano, while the audience sang. Barring a slight preponderance 
of bass, the general effect was satisfactory. 

Professor Miller delivered an address on "The Gods." It was 
somewhat in the nature of a funeral discourse, the subjects of 
the professor's remarks having IQng since passed away. He 
began with the oldest gods known to history, and gave brief 
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eulogies of each. It appeared from what was said that the less 
people knew the 'more gods they had. The gods practiced the 
system of economy known as the division of labor, one or more 
being detailed to preside over each of the various departments of 
industry. Those were good times for gods compared with the 
present. when many people believe in no more than one-a sort 
of Jack-at-all-tr~des and master of none. Professor lVIiIler's ad
dress showed much familiarity with the subject, derived from a 
close study of epitaphs in numerous theological cemeteries. 

After another song, such as had not done so were invited by 
the president to sign the membership roll. Eleven new names 
were thus added to the list, at one dollar each, and several un
identified dollars were. cast into the treasury. Mr. H. F. Ebers, 
of Ingrams, felt called upon to drop in a gold eagle, and other 
visitors helped the cause along. The organization' now has 
thirty-five members in good standing. 

It is expected that the Freethought Society will find a per
manent home at Union Square Hall, where also a series of 
revival meetings will be held by Putnam on the Sunday even
ings of next month. 

A correspondent of the Ironclad Age has .placed the editor, 
Dr. Monroe, in nomination for a journey around the world, and 
especially to the holy land. and I arise to second the motion. I 
would further suggest that the United States consulate to Pales

. tine is, so far as I know, as yet unfilled. Dr. Monroe is a citizen 
of Indianapolis, presumably personally acquainted with President 
Harrison, and he is also a deep student of Biblical history, which 
fact should recommend him to the favor of the administration. 
I do not believe there is any good reason why Dr. Monroe should 
not re,present this country in the holy land. His expenses, it is 
understood, would be paid by the government, and a small salary 
is attached to the office. The entrance of the editor of the Iron
clad Age into Jerusalem, mounted after the fashion of his distin
guished predecessor, and bearing his portfolio in one hand, and a 
quart bottle of the Blood Feeder in the other, would be, 1 con
ceive, rather more triumphal than any oth~r entrance known to 
history.. It would also be calculated to evoke the enthusiasm of 
the natives, and to win their respect for American institutions. 

It is not my business to intervene in the discussion now being 
carried on by correspondents over the matter of woman suffrage. 
It is not my especial concern whether women vote or not. I am 
of the opinion that that question is to be left to the women them
selves. There are a good many women who were in the coun
try before I came to· it; I certainly have no control over them. 
There are many at present unknown to me: they live in remote 
parts. From my corner of this ten by fourteen sanctum I do not 
feel qualified to send forth an authoritative statement that they 
shall not participate in the affairs of the community in which they 
reside. After the obsequies attendant upon my lamented demise 
shall have been concluded, further women will doubtless take an 
interest in the welfare of the country. I do not wish any of them 
to feel that they are restrained from saving it, if so disposed, by 
any act of mine. I am pretty confident that, if woman voted, 
we should feel all the evils of foolish legislation, but as the world 
has been afflicted by the same thing through male suffrage, I do 
not regard that as so strong an argument against woman's en
franchisement as it would be if men had always voted judiciously. 
But men, we hope, are gradually growing wiser and learning to 
use the ballot with more discretion. I say I hope so, for I am 
not sure that they are. It is very safe to predict that sooner or 
later women will vote. They may not vote wisely at first, but 
they will improve with practice. It might be well, then, to set 
them at it as early as possibJe and have the agony ended. If there 
is to be war, let it come in our day, in order that OUr widows may 
enjoy the blessings of peace and a pension. 

I had the good. luck last week to gain admittance to the lec
ture hall of the Pioneer building, and to hear the address of the 
Hon. T. H. Hittell on the discovery of Humboldt bay. I call it 

'good luck, first, because the lecture was interesting and instructive; 
and second, because not everybody is permitted to attend these 
lectures. I imagine that James· Lick had it in view to provide 

popular free lectures for the instruction of the masses, and the 
lectures are free, it is true; but the person who is not the fortunate 
possessor of a ticket might as well attempt to gain entrance by 
knocking his head against the wall as by going in at the door. 
So it is said. A lot of tickets for each lecture are printed, and 
members distribute them where they choose. 

The audience at the Hittell lecture was largely composed of 
old men and elderly ladies. The presiding officer announced 
the speaker in a perfunctory manner, and the latter read his 
manuscript in a scarcely audible voice. The old Pioneers nodded 
their heads approvingly as they caught occasionally from the 
l~cturer the name of some place with which they were familar, 
but there was no stir and no applause. 'The lecture ended 
abruptly, without peroration, summing up, or even "in conclud
ing." 

An old pioneer whom I am acquainted with gives it as his 
opinion that the Pioneer society does not take any great interest 
in literary exercises. The lectures, he intimates, are given merely 
to avoid violating the will and thus losing the property. Any
thing that will pass under the name of a lecture is considered 
good enough provided it is cheap. The society has a half million 
of money, the income of which would suffice to engage the best 
speakers the world can produce, but the lecture course is con
ducted with the greatest economy. . 

The moral is that Freethinkers should do all the good they 
can with their money while alive and able to direct its use. This 
is about as evident in the case of James Lick as in that of 
Stephen Girard. . M. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Putnam's lectures as at present 
determined: 
Los Angeles, April 21, San Francisco, May 5, 12, r9, 
Lemoore, April 28, Boulder Creek and vicinity, May, 
Visalia, April 29, 30, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
Oleander, May I, 2, 3, San Francisco, May 26. 

Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Grub Gulch, and vicinity the 
first week in June. About the middle of June he will begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 
Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coos 
county, Or. 

Those desiring lectures' will please write at their earliest con
venience, addressing this office. 

"LEWIS the Light," the religious crank who has for months 
made trouble in the churches of New York, has realized that he 
cannot convert the world. He has given up the idea, and re
quests the charities commissioners of Brooklyn to send him back 
to British Columbia, where his wife, as a barber, can support 
him in ease and comfo~t. 

W ~ heartily agree with F. J. Gould, of London, England, that 
II it is better to dream of a noble God than to believe in a bad 
one," as he states· on the title page of his little book called "Ecce 
Deus; or, a New God," published by Watts & Co., 17 Johnson'S 
Court, Fleet street; but we are not quite so sure, as he states else
where, that "the skeptic yearns for a God." However, the 
" New God 11 which he describes would be a desirable substitute 
for any of the old ones. Price one penny. 

A WELL-PRINTED and bound volume comes from the open 
Court Publishing Company, of Chicago, entitled" The Psychic 
Life of Micro-Organisms: A Study in Experimental Psychology," 
by Alfred Binet. It is translated from the French. A micro
organism is one of those beings which by reason of their ex
treme smallness and simplicity of structure represent the lowest 
stages of animal or veget~ble life. They consist of a single cell. 
Mr. Binet contends that even these primitive forms of life 
possess a mind of some sort, or that" psychological phenomena 
begin among the very lowest classes of beings, and are met with 
in every form of life from the simplest cell to the most compli
cated organism." People interested in the study may find the 
latest scientific utterances on the subject in Mr. Binet's book. 
Price 7 5 cents. 
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PROPESSOR HUXLEY AND AGNOSTICISM, 

BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


From the North American Review. 


It is claimed by the Episcopal church that Christ was in fact 
God; and it is further claimed that the New Testament is an in
spired account of what that being and his disciples did and said. 
Is there any obligation resting on any human being to believe· 
this account? Is it within the power of man to determine the 
irifluence that testimony shall have upon his mind? 

If one denies the existence of devils, does he, for that reason, 
cease to believe ill Jesus Christ? Is it not possible to imagine 
that a great and tender soul living in Palestine nearly twenty cen
turies ago was misunderstood? Is it not within the realm of the 
possible that his words have been inaccurately reported? Is it 
not withm the range of the probable that legend and rumor and 
ignorance and zeal have deformed his life and belittled his char
acter? 

If the man Christ lived and taught and suffered, if he was, in 
reality, great and noble, who is his friend-the one who attrib
utes to him feats ofjugglery, or he who maintains that these sto
ries were invented by zealous ignorance and believed by enthusi
astic credulity? 

If he claimed to have wrought miracles he must have been 
either dishonest or insane; consequently, he who denies miracles 
does what little he can to rescue the reputation of a great and 
splendid man. 

The Agnostic accepts the good he did, the truth he said, and 
rejects only that which, according to his judgment, is inconsistent 
with truth and goodness. 

The principal of King's College evidently believes in the ne
cessity of belief. He puts conviction or creed or credulity in 
place of character. According to his idea it is impossible to 
win the approbation of God by intelligent investigation and by 
the expression of honest conclusions. He imagines that the In
finite is delighted with credulity, with belief without evidence, 
faith without question. . 

Man lias but little reason at best; but this little should be used. 
No matter how small the taper is, how feeble the ray of light it 
casts, it is better than darkness, and no man should be rewarded 
for extinguishing the light he has. 

We know now, if we know anythin~, that man in this, the 
nineteenth century, is better capable of'judging as to the happen
ing of any event than he ever was before. We know that the 
standard is higher to-day-we know that the intellectual light is 
greater-we know that the human mind is better equipped to 
deal with all questions of human interest, than at any other time 
within the known history of the human race. 

It will not do to say that" our Lord and his apostles must at 
least be regarded as honest men." Let this be admitted and what 
does it prove? Honesty is not enough. Intelligence and hon
esty must go hand in hand. We may admit now that "our Lord 
and his apostles" were perfectly honest men; yet it does not fol
low that we have a truthful account of what thev said and of what 
they did. It is not pretended that "our Lord" wrote anything, 
and it is not known that one of the apostles ever wrote a word. 
Consequently, the most that we can say is that somebody has 
written something about" our Lord and his apostles." Whether 
that somebody knew or did not know is unknown to us. As to 
whether what is written is true or false, we must "~judge by that 
which is written. 

First of all, is it probable? is it within the experience of man
kind? We should judge of the gospels as we judge of other his
tories, of other biographies. We know that many biographies 
written by perfectly honest men are not correct. We know, if 
we know anything, that honest men can be mistaken, and it is 
not necessary to believe everything that a man writes because we 
believe he was honest, Dishonest men may write the truth. 

At last the standard or criterion is for each man to judge ac
cording to what" he believes to be human experience. We are 
satisfied that nothing more wonderful has happened than is now 
happening. We believe that the present is as wonderful as the 
past, and just as miraculous as the future. If we are to believe 
in the truth of the Old Testament, the word evidence loses its 

meaning: there ceases to be any standard of probability, and the 
mind simply accepts or denies without reason. , .... 

We are told that certain miracles were performed for the pur~ 
pose of attesting the mission and character of Christ. How can 
these miracles be verified? The miracles of the middle ages 
rest upon substantially the same evidence. The same may be 
said of the wonders of all countries and of all ages. How is it 
a virtue to deny the miracles of Mohammed and to believe those 
attributed to Christ? 

You may say of 8t. Augustine that what he said was true or 
false. We know that much of it was false; and yet we are not, 
justified in saying that he was dishonest. Thousands of errors 
have been propagated by honest men. As a rule, mistakes get 
their wings from honest people. The testimony of a witness to 
the happening of the impossible gets no weight from the honesty 
of the witness. The fact that falsehoods are in the New Testa
ment does not tend to prove that the writers were knowingly un
truthful. No man can be honest enough to substantiate, to the 
satisfaction of reasonable men, the happening of a miracle. 

For this reason it makes not the slightest difference whether 
the writ£rs of the New Testament were honest or not. Their 
character is not involved. Whenever a man rises above his con
temporaries, whenever he excites the wonder of his fellows, his 
biographers always endeavor to bridge over the chasm between 
the people and this man, and for that purpose attribute to him 
the qualities which in the eyes of the multitude are desirable. 

Miracles are demanded by savages, and, consequently, the sav
age biographer attributes miracles to his hero. What would we 
think now of a man who, in writing the life of Charles Darwin, 
should attribute to him supernatural powers? What would we 
say of an admirer of Humboldt who should' claim that the great 
German could cast out devils? We would feel .that Darwin and 
Humboldt had been belittled; that the biographies were written 
for children, and by men who had not outgrown the nurse~y. 

If the reputation of " our Lord" is to be preserved--if he is to 
stand with the great and splendid of the earth-if he is to con
tinue a constellation in the intellectual heavens, all claim to the 
miraculous, to the supernatural, must be abandoned. 

No one can over-estimate the evils that have been endured by 
the human race by reason of a departure from the standard of 
the natural. The world has been governed by jugglery, by 
sleight of hand. Miracles, wonders, tricks have been regarded 
as of far greater importance than the steady, the sublime and un
broken march of cause and effect. The improbable has been 
established by the impossible. Falsehood has furnished the 
foundation for faith. 

Is the human body at present the residence of evil spirits, or 
have these imps of darkness vanished from the world? Where 
are they? If the New Testament establishes anything, it is the 
existence of innumerable devils, and that these satanic beings ab
solutely took possession of the human mind. Is this true? Can 
anything be more absurd? Does any intellectual man who has 
examined the question believe that depraved demons live in the 
bodies of men? Do they occupy space? Do they live upon 
some kind of foo'd ? Of what shape are they? Could they be 
classified by a naturalist? Do they run, or float, or fly? If to 
deny the existence of these supposed beings is to be an Infidel, 
how can the word Infidel" carry an unpleasant significance r 

Of course it is the business of the principals of most colleges, 
as well as of bishops, cardinals, popes, priests, and clergymen, to 
insist upon the existence of evil spirits. All these gentlemen are 
employed to counteract the influence of these supposed demons. 
Why should they take the bread out of their own mouths? Is it 
to be expected that they will unfrock themselves? 

The church, like any other corporation, has the instinct of 
self-preservation. It will defend itself; it will fight as long as it 
has the power to change a hand into a fist. 

The Agnostic takes the ground that human experience is the 
basis of morality., Consequently, it is of no importance who 
wrote the gospels, or who vouched or vouches for the genuine
ness of the miracles. In his scheme of life these thinO's are 
utterly unimportant. He is" satisfied that" the rniraculo~s" . is 
the impossible. He knows that the witnesses were wholly in
capable of examining the questions involved, that credulity had 
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possession of their minds, that" the miraculous" was expected, 
that it was their daily (ood. 

All this is very clearly and delightfully stated by Professor 
Huxley, and it hardly seems possible that any intelligent man 
can read what he says without feeling that the foundation of all 
superstition has been weakened. The article is as remarkable 
for its candor as for its clearness. Nothing is avoided-every
thing is met. No excuses are gi:ven. He has left all apologies 
for the other side. When you have finished what Professor 
Huxley has'written, you feel that your mind has been in actual 
contact with the mind of another, that nothing has been con
cealed; and not only so, but you feel that this mind is not only 
willing, but anxious, to know the actual truth. 

To me, the highest uses of philosophy are, first, to free the 
mind of fear, and second, to avert all the evil that can be averted, 
through intelligence-that is to say, through a knowledge of the 
conditions of well-being. 

We are satisfied that the absolute is beyond our vision, be
neath our touch, above our reach. \Ve are now convinced that 
we can deal only with phenomena, with relations, with appear
ances, with things that impress the senses, that can be reached 
by reason, by the exercise of our faculties. Weare satisfied that 
the reasonable road is "the straight road," the only It sacred 
wav." 

Of course there is faith in the world- faith in this world-and 
always will be, unless superstition succeeds in every land. But 
the faith of the wise man is based upon facts. His faith is a 
reasonable conclusion drawn from the known. He has faith in 
the progress of the race, in the triumph of intelligence, in the 
coming sovereignty of science. He has faith in the develop
ment of the brain, in the gradual enlightenment of the mind. 
And so he works for the accomplishment of great ends, having 
faith in the final victory of the race. 

He has honesty enough to say that he does not know. He 
perceives and aBmits that the mind has limitations. He doubts' 
the so-called wisdom of the past. He looks for evidence, and 
he endeavors to keep his mind free from prejudice. He believes 
in the manly virtues, in the .judicial spirit, and in his obligation 
to tell his honest thoughts. 

It is useless to talk about a destruction of consolations. That 
which is suspected to be untrue loses its power to console. A 
man should be brave enough to bear the truth. 

Professor Huxley has stated with great clearness the attitude of 
the Agnostic. It seems that he is somewhat severe on the Posi
tive Philosophy. While it is hard to see the propriety of worship
ping H umanitr. as a being, it is easy. to understand the splendid 
dream of Auguste Comte. Is the human race worthv to be 
wor:)hiped by itself-that is to say, should the individual" worship 
himself? Certainly the religion of humanity is better than the 
religion of the inhuman. The Positive Philosophy is better far 
than Catholicism. It does not fill the heavens with monsters, 
nor the future with pain. 

It may be said that Luther and Comte endeavored to re-form 
the Catholic church. Both'were mistaken, because the only 
reformation of which that church is capable is destruction. It {s 
a mass of superstition. 

The mission of Positivism is, in the language of its founder, 
"to generalize science and to systematize sociality." It seems 
to me that Comte stated with great force and with absolute truth 
the three phases of intellectual evolution or progress. 

First.-" In the supermitural phase the mind seeks causes
aspires to know the essence of things, and the How and Why of 
their ·operation. In this phase, all facts are regarded as the pro
ductions of supernatural agents, and unusual phenomena are in
terpreted as the signs of the pleasure or displeasure of some god." 

Here at this point is the orthodox world of to-day. The 
church still imagines that phenomena should be interpreted as 
the signs of the pleasure of displeasure of God. N early every 
history is deformed with this childish and barbaric view. 

Second.-"The next phase or modificltioil, according to 
Comte, is the metaphysical. The supernatural agents are dis
pensed with, and in their Dlaces we find abstract forces or entities 
supposed to inhere in substances and capable of engendering 
phenomena." . 

In this phase people talk about laws and principles as though 
laws and principles were forces capable of producing phe
nomena. 

Third.-" The last stage is the Positive. The mind, convinced 
of the futility of all inquiry into causes and essences, res.tricts 
itself to the observation and classification of phenomena, and to 
the discovery of the invariable relations of succession and simil
itude-in a word, to the discovery of the relations of phe
nomena." 

Why is not the Positive stage the point reached by the Agnos
tic? He has ceased to inquire into the origin of things. H~ 
has perceived the limitations of the mind. He is thoroughly 

. convinced of the uselessness, and futility, and absurdity of theo
logical methods, and restricts himself to the examination of phe
nomena, to their relations, to their effects, and endeavors to find 
in the complexity of things'the true conditions of human happi
ness. 

Although I am not a believer in the philosophy of Auguste 
Comte, I cannot shut my eyes to the value of his thought; neither 
is it possible for me not to applaud his candor, his intelligence, 
and the courage it required even to attempt to lay the foundation 
of the Positive Philosophy. 

Professor Huxley and Frederic Harrison are splendid soldiers 
in the army of progress. They have attacked with signal success 
the sacred and solemn stupidities of superstition. Both have ap
pealed to that which is highest and noblest in man. Both have 
been the destroyers of prejudice. Both have shed light, and 
both have won great victories on the fields of intellectual con
flict. They cannot afford to waste time in attacking each other. 

After all, the Agnos~ic and the Positivist have the same end in 
view-both believe in livin-g for this world. 

The theologians, finding themselves unable to answer the ar
guments that have been urged, resort to the old subterfuge-to 
the old cry that Agnosticism takes something of value from the 
life of man. Does the Agnostic take any consolation from the 
world? Does he blot out, or dim, one star in the heaven of 
hope? Can there be anything more consoling than to feel, to 
know, that Jehovah is not God-that the message of the Old 
Testament is not from the Infinite? 

. . Is it not enough to fill the brain with a happiness unspeakable 
to know that the words, "Depart from me, ·ye cursed, into ever
lasting fire," will never be spoken to one of the children of 
men? 

Is it a small thing to lift from the shoulders of industry the 
burdens of superstition? Is it a little thing to drive the monster 
of fear from the hearts of men? ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

LET THE EAGLE SCREAM. 

The following is Governor "Yaterman's proclamation concern
ing April 30. The religious cant which disfigures President 
Harrison's uttefance on the same subject is conspicuous by its 
absence in this model document: 

SACRAl\IENTO, March 30, 1889. 
To all whom these presents shall come, greeting: 

Whereas, on April 30, 1789, the first president of the United 
States, George Washington, was inaugurated in the city of New 
York, this date, as the formal beginning of the present govern
ment of this country, marks a period in the history of the govern
ment of the. people by and for themselves; and as such it is 
appropriate that the centenary anniversary of this date be ob
served by the people of this state. 

Now, therefore, I, R. W. Waterman, governor of the state of 
California, by virtue of the authority conferred upon me by the 
constitution and laws of this state, do hereby declare Tuesday, 
April 30, 1889, the centennial of the foundation of the const:tu
tional government of the United States and the inauguration of 
President Washington, a legal holiday, and request that each 
citizen within the confines of this state refrain from pursuing his 
usual vocation and so observe the day that he may the better 
appreciate the blessings and glory of American citizen~hip. 

Given under my hand and seal on the day above wntten. 
R. \V. \VATERMAN, Governor. 
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AN INFIDEL'S VIEW3 ON MOODY AND JONES. 

From the Daily San Diegan, April 8. 

SJ.!nuel P. Putnam, the Freethought advocate, spoke to a large 
auJience yesterday afternoon at Lafayette hall, and the frequent 
applause which greeted his remarks attested the presence of many 
who were in sympathy with the speaker's views. He reviewed 
the evangelists Dwight L. Moody and Sam Jones, and their 
methods, as follows: 
,The success of Moody and Sam Jones is somewhat marvelous. 
They indicate a profound disintegation and change in Christian
ity. They are novelties in religion, and novelties are in demand 
to-day in religion as well as in art and literature. The people 
want something new, and everi orthodoxy itself has been obliged 
to change front. It has come down from its former solemn and 
imposing position, and has put on a common business suit-and, 
in the case of Sam Jones, the cap and bells of the clown. Moody 
and Sam Jones are indications of progress in this sense-they 
'indicate that Christianity as a part of human thought, of intel1ec~ 
tual doctrine, is going to the wall. It depends no more upon 
reason. Science has declared against it. It must succeed now 
by a play of sentiment-by musicancl the paraphernalia of popu
lar assem blies. It must become a circlls in order to attract at
tention. The churches are empty, theology is at a discount, Cal
vinism is put upon the shelf. The gospel of Jesus to-day runs to 
the show house. It quits the cathedral and the altar and revels 
in the pomp and circumstance of theatrical sensationalism. 
. Sam Jones two hundred years ago would have been burn.ed 

by the Puritan fathers as a heretic. His quips and cranks 
would have been his death sentence at the court of Cotton Ma
ther. The descendants of the Puritans now welcome him as a 
bright and shining light, and in the cracking of his jokes they see 
the divinest fire of the gospel. This shows that the heart of 
Christianity is dead-that it has become a farce-and its triumph 
now depends not upon the glory of its message, but upon shrewd 
business management. Christianity is at present conducted lik.e 
any other show. It is money, it is advertisement, it is display 
bills, the bulletin board, the drum and fife, the cornet, the chorus, 
that now give it prestige. 

Moody abhors a process of reasoning. He will have nothing 
to do with argument. If one wants to ask questions he must stay 
away from his meetings. There is no inquiry unless one first of 
all absolutely believes in Jesus. It is a sin to disbelieve. Only a 
bad heart rejects the Bible. One must take it all, bitter and sweet 
alike. 

H Down upon your knees-accept Jesus," is the ultimatum of 
Moody and Sam Jones. To follow Jesus is the supreme virtue
and yet, do they follow Jesus? Jesus says, "Take no purse or 
scrip," but Moody and Jones take $1,000 per week. Jesus says, 
" Blessed be ye poor," but Moody and Jones do nothing without 
pay. Jesus says, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth," 
but Moody and Sam Jones own houses and lands. Jesus says, 
"The Son of man has not where to lay his head," but Moody 
and Sam Jones put up at the best hotels. What a contrast be
tween the evangelist of to-day and the evangelist of eighteen hun
dred years ago. 

Believe 'or be damned is the cry. Believe what? Believe 
that all mankind are totally depraved? That sin and death came 
into the world by the act of one man? That through him, 
and not by any act of their own, millions of the human race are 
eternally condemned ( That there is no salvation by right doing, 
but only by the blood of Jesus? That honesty and charity avail 
nothing without a surrender of reason? That God treats all men 
as if they were but vessels of clay, to be moulded into honor or 
dishonor according to his arbitrary will ? 

One must believe that this God is so vacillating that it repented 
him that he had made man, and so he drowned the whole hu
man race, save eight souls only; that this God is so infinitely an
gry that he must kill his own son in order to forgive the best man 
that ever lived; and if this best man should' happen to have an 
honest doubt he cannot be forgiven on any terms; that the count
less generations of men who have never heard of this plan of 
salvation must suffer everlasting perdition; that so long as heaven 
stands the fires of hell will burn; that heaven itself wiJI be only a 

mere spark. in the mid:jt of infinite horrors; for strait is the 
road and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it;" and finally one must believe that the inhabitants 
of heaven will be so stripped of human affection, of love and ten
derness, that th<;!y can look upon the endless sufferings Of those 
who are dearest to them here -father and mother, brother and 
sister, wife and child-and turn· from that awful view and thank 
God for saving them while damning others. 

Moody says that men disbelieve the Bible because they want 
to steal. But the Bible says: "The cattle and the spoils of that 
city Is~ael took for a prey unto themselves, according unto the 
word of the Lord which he commanded unto Joshua" (Joshua 
viii, 27). 

The Bible of to-day is practically but three hundred years old. 
Before that time there was no general agreement as to the canon 
of scripture. The early Christian churches and Christian fathers 
differed in their collections of the slcred writings. Martin Luther 
rejected five of the books of the present Bible. He said that 
Esther was full of" heathen naughtiness;" that the epistle of 
James was" an epistle of straw;" that Hebrews was not written 
by Paul or any ap~s~leJ and ha-i no apostolic authority, and that 
the book of Revelations was almost bad enough to be thrown 
into the river Elbe. . 

This same Bible says-Jesus says-" These signs shall_ fo: low 
them that believe: In my name they shall cast out devils; they 
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall- take up serpents, 
and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them. They 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover (Mark xvi, 
15- 18). . 
D~ these signs follow Moody.and Sam Jones? D.:> they cast 

out devils? Do they drink poison and not be hurt? Will they 
take up the rattle! nake? Do they cure the sick? If not, they 
cannot be true believers, or else J e:ms told a lie. 
. To believe the Bible, as Moody believes it, is Childish folly. It 
is to believe that this world was made in six days of twenty-four 
hours each; that the sun rolls round the earth; that woman was 
made out of the rib of man; that God showed his back sides to 
Moses; that Jonah lived in the whale's belly, as if it had first-class 
hotel accommodations; that David was a man after God's own 
heart, and yet was guilty of adultery and murder; that Jesus, al
though miraculously born, was the son of David. 

Sam Jones says that love cannot save. This is because the 
one who loves is weak and limited. But God is all-powerful, he 
is infinite, he can make his love victorious. Therefore, if he 
loves all, he can make all happy; he can put out the fires of hell; 
he can make the mean man a good man. If the love of God 
penetrates to hell, then hell will be changed into heaven. The 
God of the Bible says: "I make peace and I create evil." Is God 
the author of evil? Does he make all the suffering in the world, 
the crime, the agony, the injustice? If so, is he worthy of wor
ship? Is God weak and partial like man? Is he like the hea
then's idol-a wooden god-and can do nothing? Is he only 
able to sit on a great white throne and be worshiped, while the 
tide of wrong prevails, and he lifts no hand against it? If God 
is all-loving and all-powerful, he must make a perfectly happy 
world. 

'Vhat is the Deity? It is a being whos:! power is equal to his 
will. If the power of man were equal to his will, man would be 
a God. If the power of God is not equal to his will, he ceases 
to be God, he is a limited being. If there is an infinite love in 
the universe•. there must be, as a result, infinite beauty, infinite 
heaven. If there is, an eternal hell, it is because the evil is as 
powerful as the good, and the devil is the equal of God-or else 
God and the devil are copartners. 

I do not object to a belief in God. But ifone believes in God, 
let him believe in a glorious God, a beautiful God, who is not 
satisfied with mere worship while there is any suffering or wrong 
in the universe; who will not rest one day in seven or any day 
while there is any shadow in the brightness of heaven. Believe 
in a God who delights in perfection, beauty, joy, the triumph of 
the good in every star, in every world. . 

One can worship only perfection. A perfect God is perfect 
power: perfect wisdom, and perfect goodness, and a perfect God 
can only make a perfect world. If the world is imperfect, if 
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there is evil and suffering in it, then God .is either im perfect and 
so no God at all, or ou~ 6f imperfection he will make perfection, 
and all evil shall bloom to good, and discords shall flow to streams 
of unclouded harmony. If we believe anything let us believe 
that which is noble, inspiring; that which makes hope and joy. 
If one must have a religion, let it be a religion of happiness and 
progress, not of terror and despair. 

The Rev. Sam. Jones says: "I would rather be the worst crim
inal in this land than an open, avowed Infidel." 

Is " open, avowed Infidelity" any worse than concealed Infidel
ity ? Is it the avowal that constitutes the crime, the expression 
of an honest opinion? Is the Infidel innocent so long as he keeps 
silent. or plays·the hypocrite? Is Sam Jones willing one should 
be an Infidel if he won't say anything about it? Is he careless 
of one's opinion so long as he contributes to the finances of the 
church? It is not criminal to disbelieve, but it is criminal to 
say one disbelieves. It is the "open, avowed" Infidel that Jones 
considers so bad; that is, the honest Infidel, the brave Infidel, 
the Infidel with the courage of his opinions. The coward Infidel, 
the weak-kneed Infidel, the indifferent Infidel, is not the particu
lar detestation of Sam Jones, -but the open, avowed Infidel, who 
dares to stand in a minority of one; who, in obedience to his 
own conscience, declares the truth as he understands it. Sam 
Jones says he would rather be a murderer, a robber, a ravisher, 
than an honest, brave, and independent thinker. He had rather 
be a criminal than Thomas Paine, whose genius first set the stars 
of glory in the flag of the American republic; than Thomas Jef
ferson, who penned the Declaration of Independence; than 
Humboldt, \vho rev~aled the splendor of the cosmos; than Dar
win, who has revolutionized modern thought; than Huxley, the 
laureled teacher of science; than IDgersoll, whose words of fire 
have given hope and joy to millions, and wreathed the darkness 
of the. grave with the noblest flowers of sympathy. Sam Jones 
had rather be a criminal than these illustrious thinkers, of whom 
the civilized race.is justly proud. 

Infidelity is not afraid of any comparison with Christianity, 
either in spirit or in result. Infidelity is the moral and intellectual 
baptism of the world. Infidelity is analysis, judgment, and selec
tion. It takes out of Christianity, out of all religions, all Bibles, 
and all churches, everything that is good. It accepts whatever 
is conducive to man's happiness. It rejects no truth and no fact. 

Religion is not the basis of goodness, but a sound temperament 
and a benign education are. People are good, not as Christians, 
as Jews, as Pagans, but as men and women, obeying natural 
laws and living for humanity'S sake. I honor the genuine virtues 
of the Christians, but those virtues are not the product of Chris
tianity, and the good Christian would be just as good if he had 
never professed religion or joined the church. 

The Christian is good for the same reason that the Infidel is 
good-because it is natural to be good, because it is wise to be 
good, because it is daily happiness to be good, because one had 
rather be good than evil, as the flower had rather bloom than fade 
away, -as the wave had rather sparkle in the sun than roll in dark
ness; People are good because it is beautiful to be good, joyous 
to be good, healthful to be good. . 

Hell never yet made a moral man; nor heaven either; but 
simple, honest, earnest, downright humanity. . 

The record of Christianity on the temperance question may be 
seen in the following bill of expenses, incurred at the ordination 
of a pastor in 1784. It may be found in the Rev. W. H. Dan
iel's history of "The Temperance Reform:" . 

To Keeping Ministers, etc.: 
May 4

To two mugs tody ........... _..... _....... _. 
£ 
0 

s. 
2 

d. 
4 

To five s~gars: .•..•...........•............. 0 5 10 

To one pInt wIne . . . . .. ...... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. 0 3 o 
To three lodgings.. . . . . . . . .. ...... ... . .. . . . .. 

May 5
0 9 o 

To three bitters ~ ................ " . . . . . . . . • . 0 o 9 
To three breakfasts. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .• . . . . . .. 0 3 6 
To fifteen boles punch...... . . . . . • . . .. . . . . . .. 
To twenty-four dinners. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . •. 
To eleven bottles wine ..•.......... ~ . . . . . . . . .. 

I 

I 

3 

10 
16 
'6 

o 
o 
o 

To five mugs flip. • • • . •• . . . . . . . ........ , 
To three boles punch...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
To three boles tody .•............. , • . . . . . . . .. 

0 

0 

0 

5 
6 
3 

10 
o 
6 

Christianity is simply the creature of circumstances. It is the 
reflection of its age. It is good or bad according to its surround:
ings. It has no innate force. It is nothing but fashion and style· 
-and Moody and Jones are only the style, like bangs and cor
sets. They are mere "forms" of Christianity, but not new forces. 
They are a kind of "transformation scene" in the drama of its 
decay. . 

Christianity looks to the past-its whole gospel. It has nothing 
for the future. 

Freethought is for the future. Every virtue of the past it ac
.	c.epts, but it believes in eternal struggle and eternal progress. 
Every gain is but a step to something nobler. Freethought is as 
comprehensive as the universe. It accepts no limits. Liberty, 
science, and humanity are its glorious watchwords. In the search 
after truth it finds unceasing inspiration. To translate truth into 
life is its constant goal. It would cultivate every virtue, it would 
enrich every faculty. It believes that that is sacred which minis
ters to humanity, which makes this world better and happier. It 
would make a heaven here on earth. It insists upon personal 
responsibility, and that every man shall do his duty. It stands 
for equal rights .and impartial liberty. It l;lelieves in the brother
hood of man. It maintains the dignity of labor-that all should 
work-for in work is the sovereignty of life. It would lend the 
helping hand. It would establish justice rather than charity, for 
with justice there would be no need of charity. It believes in the 
home, in the family, in fraternity, in co-operation. It believes 
in good health and cleanliness rather than godliness. It declares 
that the hum blest should have a share in the golden harvest of 
the race; that poverty is a curse; that the poor are not blessed, 
and therefore it strives to abolish poverty. 

Christianity looks to the moon, which has lighted up some lit
tle night of time, but Freethought looks to the glittering sun, and 
to the broad and boundless day of unending advancement. 

THE EVENING SERVICES • 

. In the evening Lafayette Hall was again crowded by an enthu
siastic audience, waiting the appearance of Mr. Putnam. Miss 
Addie Dick presided at the piano and rendered some fine music 
in the interim. The singing was exceptionally good, with Ran
ford Worthing as leader, and Mrs. Lottie Low, Miss Dick, Wm. 
O'Farrell, and Dr. Gorham, as singers. Mrs. Low has a magnifi
cent and well-trained voice. . 

Mr. Putnam was in a most happy mood. He first announced 
that his object was not to tear down and destroy churches, but to 
defend the cause of Liberalism against the false charges made 
against it by certain representative ministers. He held the clos
est attention of the audience to the close. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

R. STALEY, corner of Wood street and Fourth avenue, Pitts
burg, Pa., publishes and sells at ten cents per copy" The Drama 
of the Nineteenth Century" by Voltairine de Cleyre. 

NO.4 of the Modern Science Essayist, published by the New 
Ideal, Boston, is the "Evolution of the Earth," by Lewis G. 
Janes. It is a scholarly and clear exposition of the subject. 

MR. M. E. TAYLOR, of Fort Calhoun, Neb., presents FREE
THOUGHT with two small pamphlets. One is called" Reflective 
Musings; or, The Picture of Humanity as Reflected in the 
Mirror of the Ages;" the other, " The World is Growing Better," 
the latter being a poetic essay. The works sell for ten cents 
each. 

AN attractive pam phlet has reached us containing the oral de
bate between Colonel Ingersoll, the Honorable Frederic Coudert, 
and Ex-Governor Stewart. L. \Voodford, of New York. This 
debate has already become famous, and its preservation in 
pamphlet form adds another to the many good deeds which the 
Truth Seeker Company is constantly performing. Ten cents. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS'S" Pioneer Pith" is a book of one less than 
a hundred pages, but it contains more of value than the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelations, and more than numerous other 
books of many times its size. It is the author's aim to condense 
the main facts of Rationalism into a small compass, and he has 
succeeded within the limits of twenty brief chapters. Capta in 
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Adams has previously distinguished. himself as a writer on Free
thought subjects, and the present pamphlet does not detract from 
his reputation. (Published by the Truth Seeker Company. Pric~ 
25 cents). 

MO:-lEY talks, and Mr. Israel W. Groh offers a reward of $5000 
to the person or persons who will make it possible for excursion
ists to visit the Garden of Eden and identify the spot by the' 
description given in the second chapter of Genises. Mr. Groh 
embodies the above offer in a ten-cent pamphlet published by 
the Truth Seeker Company entitled "Did Man Fall?" The 
auth )f'S remarks upon the general subject ar~~ pertinent and in- . 
teresting. 

WE have previou3ly noticed the "Profession of Faith of a 
Savoyard Vicar," by Jean Jacques Rousseau, published by Peter 
Eckler. The argument is Deistical but non-sectarian. though 
the writer involves himself at times in such a manner that his 
only way of escape from the logical conclusion that should fol
low his own premises is to quit the subject or refer to the in
scrutable ways of providence. Many Notes of value are made 
by the editor. The price of the pamphlet is 25 cents in paper, 
and 50 cents in cloth. 

"A VOICE crying in the wilderness" is what Mr. Frederick 
Ge:hard cans his book, the title of which is "The Coming Creed 
of the World." Mr. Gerhard clings to the belief that religion 
and science harmonize in some inscrutable way, but that a faith 
., mo:'e sublime and blissful" than Christianity is to be found 
and adopted by the race. The book is published in very cheap 
form, for thou~h it contains upwards of 500 pages the price is 
only $1.25. Persons desiring copies should address Frederick 
Gerhard, Hoboken, N. J. 

. Professor Seymour on the Trail. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
As our friend and comrade for the last month, Mr. Acker, had to 

leave us at Angel's Camp, I engaged a livery rig to take us over to San 
Andreas, the seat of Calaveras county, where we arrived in time for a 
late dinner. I engaged Homes's Hall for a course of four lectures. 
San Andreas is an old mining town like all the rest in this part of the 
country; the streets only 20 to 25. feet wide and very crooked and poorly 
kept. There seems to be very little business here except gambling and 
whisky drinking. There is no mining here at pre$ent and the rust of 
ages seem to be accumulating over this little hamlet. I gave in San 
Andreas four lectures to rather small audiences, but Freethought seed 
was scattered that will no doubt bring forth an abundant crop in the 
future. One evening, while lecturing, we were badly disturbed by a 
hoodlum element in the audience, which we reprimanded in no light 
manner, when about a dozen" smart Alecks" ran out doors, making all 
the noiie they could, and when out, pelted the house with rocks and 
gravel. The people of the town, both in and out of the house, took it as 
a malter of course and did not seem to dream that such hoodlumism was 
a shame and disgrace to the town. The owner of the hall told me there 
was hardly a whole window in the building and that everything that 
came along was served in about the same manner, stoned out of town, 
but I gave my regular course notwithstanding. The devil is certainly loose 
in San Andreas-if not for a thousand years, at least for a holiday. I 
think a small orthodox hell, red hot, is needed here to scare this wild 
dement down a little, and help the city government. I met some very. 
pl\!:1sant people here.. Messrs. Getchel and Severy, editors of the Cala
veras Prospect, are gentlemen with big heads and level, full of fine 
quality of brains and good sense. They are doing a good work, and are 
helping the town much by their energy, morality, and temperance. 

They deprecated very much the disgraceful hoodlumism of the town. 
I found them both Freethinkers and grand-hearted fellows generally. 
They are making their paper a power in the county and really have more 
brains than most of the rest of the people put together. Mr. Homes, 
our landlord, is also a broad-gauged Liberal who says just what he 
thinks-without fear of God, man, or the devil. He knows how to keep 
a good hotel, tell a good story, bluff off tramps, turn a nimble sixpence, 
and expects when he dies that will be the end of him, and don't care if 
it is, There is no orthodolC foolishness about him. He is an old forty. 

niller and is here to stay. San An1reas is very prettily located in a little 
valley and the hills and mountains all around are" just lovely." 

"The babbling brook, the nodding flowers, 
The lowing herds, and sunset hours" 

Paint nature in all her beauty. The people seem to have forgotten 
that another era has dawned, that it is '89 instead of '49; that the world 
has gone ahead while they have slept a Rip Van W-inkel sleep, and thus 
been left far behind in growth and education. They need a moral earth
quake to arouse them from their lethargy or to bury them up entirely, 
while a new generation takes their place. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

How to Cook a Revival. 

To tlz~ Editors of Fruthought: 
The Evangelical Alliance has; just closed a three week's attempt at a 

revival, but failed to revive for reasons I shall endeavor to explain. A 
friend and I took it upon ourselves to cook that revival, as I have done 
before, by putting on our most sanctimonious look, going to church, walk
ing forward, and taking a front seat; listening to the preacher with the 
most marked attention, and both eyes, as it were, riveted upon his, and 
at the same time thinking, "What lies, what lies! " which is not hard to 
do by any intelligent woman or man. By so doing we break that magnetic 
influence which some men possess so powerfully, and as a Iesult there is 
no excitement; and revivals without excitement amount to naught. 
There were seven preachers here, and they preached, prayed, exhorted, 
threatened with hell in its worst form, and went through the audience, 
pulling and hauling, but all to no avail. One of them came to me one 
night with the most heavenly smile and inquired, 

, , Are you a Christian? " 
"No, sir." 
" Have you a desire to be ? " 
"No, sir." 
"Do you not want to make peace with God? " 
"I never had any racket with him, and have nothing to make peace 

about to the best of my knowledge." 
With that he left me, saying he was not here to argue. 
I almost failed to remark that the heavenly smile had changed to one' 

of the blackest faces it has ever been my misfortune to see. I think a 
great amount of good might be done by Freethinkers by looking after 
the revivals in their localities. A FREETHINKER. 

Corvallis, Or. 

Shall Women Vote? 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 
In your late issue, I noticed a very curious article on "Woman Suf

frage" by W. S. Bush. I have no desire to "dictate to another, how he 
shall think." I do propose, however, to resist the abstract notions, the 
visionary schemes and sumptuary innovations, which have ever been the 
prolific source of political and domestic troubles. I will only refer the 
writer of the article referred to (who is presumably a Prohibitionist) to 
the declarations of principles and the woman suffrage planks contained 
in all the late Prohibition platforms, both state and national. 

In another number of your paper (March 16) this same writer says: 
"However women may have voted heretofore, or may vote hereafter, 

I am in favor of giving them equal political rights with men." 
I am unable to understand why some people calling themselves 

"Infidels and Liberals" should favor a deliberate and openly ac
knowledged priestcraft movement-a scheme avowedly for the purpose 
of placing our government in the hands of the clergy and the churches
a scheme so palpably fatal to the religious liberties and personal free
dom which they now enjoy, and for which they profess to be so strenu
ously contending. 

A lady correspondent of FKEETHOUGHT, in the same issue (March 16). 
makes the following very sensible remark: "When a national Sunday 
iaw is passed, America is doomed." 

\Vell, "E. E. D." may rest assured that when women are enfran
chised a national Sunday law will be passed, and whatever other laws 
may be needed for the establishment and maintenance of churches, and 
to compel absolute submission to church authority. J. C P. 

Turlock. 

R~UBARB BIT~ERS. impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsla, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A, G, 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of Caliiornia 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be rnn by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He ii also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. - G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future· Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall De organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College rheology. 
An E.:xpose -" 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 


By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 
Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE "BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A CRITICISM BY -II JEFFERSON." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri~t has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

LIVE NOBLY. 
No. 194, COSMIAN HYMN BOOK. 
Tune, "There is a Happy Land." 

I. 	While on this earth ye stay 
Oh, nobly live; 

Strive ye from day to day, 
Some joy to give; 


Some hopeful word to speak, 
Fresh strength to give the weak, 

By constant effort seek 


Nobly to live. 
2. 	Turn ye with generous heart. 

To those who need; 
Eager to sow some part 

Of life's good seed. 

Forego mere selfish gains; 

Think ye of others' claims; 

Make e'en your sim plest aims. 


Noble indeed. 
3. 	Listen to conscience voice, 

Thy sun'est guide; 
Its teachings make thy cho;ce, 

By them abide;' 

Walk ye with earnest feet 

Holding all duty meet; 

So shall contentment sweet 


Walk by thy side. 
4. 	And when the end draws near, 


The dreamless rest, 

All labor finished here, 


Ended all quest, 

Calmly turn ye to sleep 

Though loving hearts shall weep; 

Immortal they shall keep 


Thy noblest, best. 

He Was Lacking in Faith. 

A lady who was a firm believer in the 
cure of everything by the mind, or, rather, 
the non-existence of all pains and maladies, 
has a little boy who com plained of a terri
ble toothache. She took him to a scientist 
to be cured, and remarked to that lady as 
soon as she had entered the room: 

" My boy thinks he has a terrible tooth
ache, Mrs. Scientist, and I have brought 
him to you to be cured of it." 

Having brought her attention to the 
case, Mrs. Scientirst said: 
. "Now, my little boy, you must look me 

right in the eye. (A pause.) Now you 
haven't any toothache." 

"Yes, I have, too! " shouted the boy. 
The scientist smiled patiently, and tried 

it over again. 
"You must look me right in the eyes 

and try to forget your toothache," said she. 
(Then there was another steadfast pause.) 
"Ah, now you haven't any toothache." 

"Yes, I have, too," screamed the boy 
again. 

The practitioner went through the pro
cess once more with fresh persuasion. The 
boy seemed inclined to be quiet this time. 

"Well, I guess you haven't any ~oot~
ache now, my boy," said she. 

"You lie," said the boy, quietly. 
He was taken away, toothache and all. 

Boston Transcript. 

THE pretty young misses at the church 
fairs are continually laying themselves 
liable to arrest on the charge of robbing 
the males.-Rochester Express. 

Twentieth Century. 

Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 

Regeneration. 


HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 


Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses of the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that. 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

Sample copies fru. All su6scribers will 
receive a copy of Mr. Pmtecost's book, "What 
I Believe." Address 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
. NO.4 Warren street, New York. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 hrat Gold, IImall size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 
14 karat. Gold, small size Badge Pin.............. .... 2 75 
14 kara& Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge yin...................... 3 00 
If karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chaiu)..... . 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large ChaTm (for watch chainl....... 500 
14 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 CO 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, ret so that it mllY be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, preJ'aid, and guaranteed as repre
sonted or montey refunded, address,

PUTNA?!I .\ l\IAODONALD, 
50i Kearny Street, San Francisco, Oal. 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufiolcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, lvnus, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast I}.nd San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False TeachIngs of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price,s cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the. formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price. So cents. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who i~ an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN .STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case-, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.5Q ; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $II~ $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case,$1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels~ $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.5°. In special artistic engraved Louis XItr. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-Th.e best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.5°; 5-ounce, $25 j 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am: an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·30 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·5 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7 

" Forks I :75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15·Co 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs.' Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, .Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

,u.

I 

selling
work for 
hours... 

"A REMARKABLE BO'OK "AAYSDR.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Soot

; ~ ,l2rrtG:~~~;.~r~ U~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l ::.tn::, ':f~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:r~ctt~r~~ 
"r·ut" Ilo:-i ... ty. 1t 1. nc,v, at:II'UllIg, a .nd "ery lnllltructlve." 

Lt the most lJUllu.ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.l4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~l~e~~t!:u:~ bn::lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation-of~'lIooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by whICh tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors. physl<'iaus, clergymen, crib::;;, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjec!.8 {'SpeciAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," Will find it interebtill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
ANEW·FEA TURE Just intr<?<luced, consists of afir
lcul ~hn..t •• Infivecolo guaOlnteoo?"u~~ri~~~i ~f~~·~ft!~~:a~~ . 
war phYlliologiCtll book. ar:td rendering it Rltain the mOl!t ntrrnct.-ive and-quickAGENTS who h:we already found 1\ ~..ld mine in it. lfr.

Koehler Writt:R: .. I 110111 the ftr.;t six books in two 
Many agents take 50 or 100 at once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£UII. M01tJ.hl". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations. the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JllTBIUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW J~rk. 


Temperance and Proh.bition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHA)I, M.D... A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor que!)tion. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 ets. Addressthis office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas.

IN the letter of an ex-school teacher who 
is now traveling in ·Europe I read one of 
the most remarkable arguments on record. 
The lady is a staunch Presbyterian and, of 
course, would yield no letter of the law 
even for the sights of Continental Europe. 
On account of much rain the stay of the 
little party at Pompeii was limited and, 
most unfortunately, included Sunday .. The 
lady in question of course could not think 
of such a thing as walking out and seeing 
the sights on Su,nday. But the close Prox
imity of the ancient city was an undoubted
ly an awful temptation. But she finally 
argued that Pompeii is only a grave-yard, 
after all, and so she could ta.ke her walk, 
and not break the letter of the law. But 
lhe surprising thing about it is that one with 
such artfulness should unite such candor 
as shown in the confession.-MinneapoIis 
Tribune. 

THE old-time rush light was even dim
mer than parlor gas. Still, the young men 
@f those days were well satisfied with it, 
and didn't c~JI early to avoid the rush.
Terre Haute Express. 

THERE are sermons so dry that dust flies 
. out of the pulpit cushion when the preacher 
pounds it.-New Orleans Picayune. ' 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the mc,st successful (in his 
lipecialty) as his }Jractil'e will 
surely prove. ~'he Do;;tor 
treats all thol<e peculiar dis
easts of young and .middle
aged men sllch as seminal 
weakness. impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretiou and 
ignorance of youth. i'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, .• Private 
Counsellor," setting fortlt an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc' 
tion and the affiicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelopel!l U5.ed. The book spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. }{. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND NEW JERSEY 
t:iay where you saw this Advertisement.' . 

[From the Wa.~hington National View.] 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press
but, Dr. Fellows, a apecialist, in hIS linQ, stands foremost 
in hi.s profession, and the encomiums showered upon him 
publicly as well as in priyate, are Jiattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devotion to hill specialties in his profession have 10 
justly merited for bim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P; FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
!s working lIke a charm. I am completely surprised the wl\y 
It acts upon the or6:ans. Have only been using it one week 
ap.d that weaknessB, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
nght. Yours respectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials re~eived from all parts of the Unitt!d States. 
from young. IDlddl\!l·e.ged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of diseases. As I am an out·and-out 
Liberal I trust the FreetlIinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, a.nd not waste their time and money OD 
Chriltian doct011l. DB. FELLOW». 
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant 

7222 BTOCKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

DREse SUITS A SPEOIALT~. 

Kearny and lIontgomery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 655 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
Commercial Business and Collections a. Specialty. 

Offiee, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FHANCISCO, CAL. 

l'l\CIFIC Ci\RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS . OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLIVER HINCK(.!f.Y I SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Butter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J' A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & . SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

-------------------------------- ~ 
THE OPEN COURT, 

PUBLISHED BY 

The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 
P. O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court i::; a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the mllin object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

[if" Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


~~~INESS SUITS POR......................................... ~ .......... $25.00 

PANSS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 

TS TO ORDER FOR.. ............ ............ ...... .................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~.A.S. F. ::SUFl.Q..:L\I.[.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK. CRAS. W. CLARJI: 

DIA.MOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 


CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 


NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Oulture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at ThE-ir Nurserifs all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled hnd Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 
Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, Sc\n Jacinto, Oal 

HISTORY OF CHRfsTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris
ing all that relates to the progress of the Christian reli. 
rlon in "The Historj of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a· Vindication (never before published In 
this country) of some passages in the 16th anr) 16th chap
*ers, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author 
Preface and Notes by the Ec:!itor, including varioru~ 
notes by Gnizot, Wenck, Milman, "an English Church. 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 864 pajCe8. 
Cloth. With EngravingL Price, $150. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S « 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the national an. 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price 10 cents· 5 cop-
lea, 26 cents; 26 copies, $1. " 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
"l..La,,", of the Moral and PhyaictJ World. By BarOD 
D·...lbach. A Dew and lmproYed edit.ion, with .o~ bJ 
0WereL Tn YohuDei ia OM. !'doe,,,, . 

REMSBURU·s 'WORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
...Jefferson, and Franklin. }'rice IS cents. 

Bible Mora:s. Twenly Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Lonquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. C) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discusseJ 
nnder the following heads: Origin of the Sab

.batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~crjptures and the Sabbath; Examination or 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; tIle 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l.hristian Reformel~. 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of l:)unday 
Laws. '" Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Fran')' I c 

ORDER THIn\1 OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YONE SANT,Q, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E . H. HOUSE. 


. -r'The Book that the Anlerican NIissionary Society tried ~o Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story,' and an Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 804 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

The Singing Sands. SOMETHING NEW!FREE1'IIOUGliT BOOKS When down the length of Athabaska's lake 
The north wind sweeps, --THE-

. The brown shore·shallows into singing break,PUTNAM'S "WORKS. "COSMIAN HYMN BOOK."A voice of music rises from the deeps. 
The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. It is the singing sands-the pebbled keys --.-A COLLECTION OF-

by an a!'tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is That from their caves 

as perfect as sctdpture. The creator makes 
 Respond in faint and haunting melodies ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HY~iNShis "god" in his own image, and breathes into To the long touches of the fingering waves. 

his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
 (WORDS AND MUSIC) .Elf-tones that waken only when the wind 
lVashburlt. Blows from the north; For Liberal and Ethical' Societies, No sea breeze cool, no zephyr sweet as Ind, 

"The author certainly has genius. The divine 


Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
No breath of plain or hill can draw them forth. For Schools and the Home.creative spark is within him. The book is filled Thus life has singing sands that only sound. 


with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
 To the cold wind of pain; 

words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
 COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob


Sweet airs of joy and peace in fragrant round, 
Search for the secret .of the voice in vain. 

ert G. Ingersoll. ' But when the north wind blows and high the seas I'rice .........••.•............. $I. 50 
Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. Of suffering roll, 

Address orders toFrom the deep waters come the melodies-

of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 

The sands of patience singing in the soul. L. K. WASHBURN, 
-Mary Leonard. 


the livng spirit of to.day."-J'0.4n Swinton's 

power; breezy from first page to last with 

Revere, Mass. 
l\fIss DISCENTRE-H This Lenten observ-

Why Don't Hd Lend a Hlnd? And other Ag
r .... 

ance seems so ridiculous to me." Miss 

nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
 THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION.Hicherch-" You ought to try it once. 
nam is a vig0rous poet. His 'poetry rings lik~ You have no idea how delightful a little Faith or Agnosticism.a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet. frivolity can be made by forty days' ab
-Bulga,-ius. A series of articlesstinence."-Terre Haute Express. 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag -'-from-
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
 "So you are running a Prohibition paper The North American Review 
no\"el and ever mysterious legend of Adam and in Iowa now?" "Yes, and doing well. 

-by-Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told See this cane? . It was presented to me by 
REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL.with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic the local Prohibition Club." "It's ation, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 

beauty." " You bet it is, and it holds aPutnam as a genuine poet. "-The (fJlivlru, The discussion upon which are based
pint."-Nebraska State Journal. SOli Francisco. the Remarks of 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien MOTHER-" Yes Bobby, God made you. Hon. W. E. G1adstone. 
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo I'm surprised that you should have for
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utsam & Macdongotten." Bobby-" Well it happened acess, and we delight to read him. His easy ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. good while ago, rna. Seven years is a long 

tions very attractive. "-.Dr. Foote's .IIealth 

styIe and poetic expression make his produc

time for a boy to remember anything."
Ii/ollthiy. Epoch. VOLTAIRE'S' ROMANCES.Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plic.e, 10 cents. "WHO was the first man, Tommie?""Written in a rather familiar style, but the A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I

asked the Sunday-school teacher, after exsentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, choose that a story should be founded on proba
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, plaining that our first parents were made bility; and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant· and I 
related.~ It is well worth reading."-BostM 

from the dust of the earth. "Henry Clay, 
desire above all that under the appear~nce ofrna' am." -Yonkers Statesman. 

Imustisrator. fable there may appear some latent truth obvi
A DETROIT gentleman whose hair is be ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 

coming a little sparse says that his marriage observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 
A Discussion between GJadstolle, Huxley, Mulle~, Linton, 
THE ORDER OF CREATION, 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
Reville on the Conflict between Gt:nt:sill ~Ild Geology. 

certificate is beginning to show through.
in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50.Detroit Free Press. Price, 60 cellta. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, 

THE California Christian Advocate is authority for the state
ment "that at some church socials in this state wine is used by 
young'men and women until they are too drunk to walk home." 

IN June next we may expect a visit from the Rev. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, secretary of the American Sunday Union, who will lecture 
and labor in the interest of that association. Mr. Crafts will get 
a respectful hearing, but, judging from the record of our last legis
lature, there is· in California a strong feeling against restrictive 
Sunday measures. 

OUR too-good-to-live postmaster-general, Brother Wanamaker, 
gives country postmasters to understand, by means of a circular, 
that they will "find it profitable" to represent the Philadelphia 
dry-goods house of Wanamaker & Brown among the people of 
their vicinage. Postmasters whose term of office is about to ex
pire may cast an anchor to windward by heeding the warning 
and rustling for customers. 

I T is gratifying to be able to say that not all the members of 
the San Francisco Pioneer Association are in favor of excluding 
the Freethought Society from the hall built with the money of 
James Lick. Some have even said . that were the matter left to 
them they would rent the hall to this society for the mere cost of 
gas and janitor. In our opinion the body of James Lick would 
not turn in its grave if the hall were offered free of any charge 
whatsoever. 

AT the Congregational Club last Monday Rev. Dr. Pond read 
a paper on "Retribution a Law of Nature," which aroused strong 
opposition on the part of a portion of the members. He argued 
that the divine retribution was not special and supernatural, but, 
in each and every case, the outworkings of a natural law of cause 
and effect. Professor Dwinell, of the Pacific Theological Semi
nary, opposed the speaker, and said that natural law was not all. 
The personal element in retribution must not be ignored, as the 
result would be to rule God out of the universe. The Rev. Jos
eph Rowell remarked that Mr. Pond's was the exact line of 
argument employed by Atheists and Infidels-exalting the reign 
of law and ignoring a personal God who loves and hates. There 
was no place for the doctrine of blood atonement in that scheme. 

"'

For one, he was sick and disgusted with the tendency of the age 
to exalt natural law at the expense of a personal God. Other 
speakers supported the view of Mr. Rowell, as it is quite natural 
and necessary that they should do, the question whether this 
universe is governed by a law or by a will involving nearly the 

. whole difference between rationalism and theology. 

THE Rev. W. H. Thomas, the most popular preacher in 
Chicago, comes as near Agnosticism as any clergyman ought to 
and retain his pulpit. In a recent sermon he said: "I question 
whether or not it is possible for man and the human intellect 
ever to stand without the possibility of a doubt with reference to 
God. I ne,'er saw an argument tending to prove the existence 
of God that did not need another argument to uphold the first. 
Reason tries to show God and fails. It is the'heart that perceives 
God, but doubt will ever remain on the part of the understanding." 
This is exactly equivalent to saying that there is no evidence at 
all for the existence of God, because the seat of all perception is 
the brain, and the heart can no more perceive God than the 
liver can perceive Satan. 

SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of this society will be held in Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, above Powell, at 8 o'clock Sunday evening, 
April 28. An address will be delivered by Professor Herbert 
Miller. All are invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

SANTA ANA AND ANAHEIM.-Here, they say, is the garden of 
the world, and when one looks over the shining landscape, glit
tering with all variety of color and splendor of foliage, where the 
warm air is tempered with soft ocean gales, ,;here the snowy 
mountains frame the expansive prospect, one might think this 
were Paradise indeed, and need go no further to find the 
fountains of immortal youth. If one could live forever, here 
certainly is the golden opportunity, where sky and earth blend in 
loveliest pictures, and the blood keeps responsive rhythm to the 
music in the air. 

I come again to the· hospitable home of D. Edson Smith, 
where oranges star the dark green grove, and orchards hang thick 
with blossoms, and the hundred hens wander amid the white 
and crimson and yellow flowers. All is delightful, only amid 
the changing light floats the shadow of death's mystic change. 
The fair spirit of love and generosity, the devoted wife, is gone 
over the dark stream, which in the eyes of hope gleams·to shores 
of infinite beauty. My friend Edson is confident of the im
mortal glory, but the glory is present here in memory's entranc
ing thought. Life is rich for what has been, arid what may be 
is ever woven with the silver threads of love. 

I pass delightful days in this sunny, fruit-emb::nvered home, 
where the treasures of book!f are about, and where the mind has 
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exultant communion. My friend is ever busy, and nature 
gives him her secrets without stint, and he seems to know her 
intricate ways by heart. He has become a constant correspond
ent of the Rural Californian, and if one wants to get useful 
hints and information about farming and gardening' in this 
country they will find them in his suggestive articles. .He is still 
earnest in the Liberal cause, and time and sorrow give to life a 
deeper meaning, but not less courage and 'enthusiasm. 

Comrade H. A. Newman is just the one for the frontier line. 
He has plenty of good cheer and go-ahead, and with such in
vigorating allies ,pne can keep up the fight always, and if there ' 
should happen to be difficulty and hard work we would have a 
jolly time around the camp-fires, and the stars would shine and 
the dawn would' come with a heart for any fate. 

Noah Smithwick is a noble octogenarian, and the flame of 
youth is in his blood. He can still march on, and" lend a hand." 
He has not the slightest idea of going upon the retired list. 

D. M. Baker of the Santa Ana Standard finds no chains upon 
his editorial throne. He believes in the Demands of Liberalism, 
and purposes to express his honest conviction. His paper is 
open to the discussion of whatever interests humanity, and is a 
popular and wide-awake journal. 

My friend H. Goepper takes things easy now after a life. of 
successful labor. He ,is worthy of the fortune he has made by his 
pioneer experience. He is for Freethought always, and is ready 
for his share of the soldier's duty. ' 

\Vith these and other friends I found a joyous welcome, and 
the campaign went on with flying colors. The audiences were 
twice as large as when I was here before, and I received over 
fifty names for the Liberal Union. Our friends are quite en
couraged at the man'ifest improvement. The Salvation Army 
made a'prodigious effort to drown us out, and such a discord of 
drum and cornet and howling voice I have seldom heard. They 
came right in front of our hall on the street and poured out all 
their thunders, and it was difficult for my speech to be heard. Of 
course the Christians thought they had a right to disturb our 
meetings, but without douQt if it had b.::enthe other way they 
would have summond the pol~ce officer. We bore the infliction 
with equanimity. and finally they subsided, and" silence became 
music" and we pursued the even tenor of our, way. The same 
tactics were adopted on Sunday afternoon, but I rather think 
that by Sunday evening they had learned a litt1~ wisdom, for 
they were comparatively quiet. 

.The ~ppreciative audiences that greeted me were an agreeable 
sqrpris~. The best people of the place were present, and evi
dently Freethought is beginning to find its true place. It is 
recognized by the intelligent community as the coming gospel. 

Many of our Liberal friends here are Spiritualis,ts, but they ar~ 
staunch co-workers for the Secular Republic, and the thought of 
i~mortality 'does not make them less alive to the fact that 
"eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." I expect that in " the 
S~mmer-land" justice and freedom will be the result of con
tinual struggle. 

1\1:rs. Florence E. Porter and Emil Goepper furnished some 
excellent music for the Sunday evening meeting, and perhaps 
this was,the charm that disconcerted the onslaught of the Salva
tion Army.' It was quite a contrast to their turbulent hymn, and 
the delightful strains smoothed the way for "Evolution and 
Creation." Garden Grove sent quite a delegation Su'nday after
noon-Mr. and Mrs.' B. F. Tmvnsend, Mr. and Mrs. Walling, L. 
1\.. Mead, and others. 

Mrs. Frances Shelley makes the pilgrim happy at her hospita
ble board, and while she rejoices in spiritual things she is not at 
all deficient in material things. The poetry of the one has quite 
a relation with the excellence of the other, and we return thanks 
not to the " Lord" but to the gentle hostess. 

I must also remark that friend Edson's bachelor meal was ex
quisite. The cream was superb, and the "flapjacks" simply 
gorgeous-of the genuine Yankee flavor, and with cream and 
syrup made a breakfast fit for the gods, if the gods know enough 
to work for a living. and get up early in the morning. 

Space does not permit me to mention all the good friend:; of 
Santa Ana and vicinity. They will make a staunch company in 
this thriving and beautiful place. Times are dull, but the city is 
improving. Elegant buildings' are going up, and while the waves 
of the boom no longer fill the air with glistening colors, the solid 
business life rolls on, and Santa Ana has an assured future. It 
is in the midst of a rich and noble country; and wealth and en
terprise are bound to find a home in this genial clime. 

So amidst radiant hopes and radiant skies I leave this charm
ing spot, and through glistening fields, where the rattling ma
cHinery cuts the green ,ranks, in the soft and slumberous noon"' 
time, I arrive at the orange-skirted domicile of L. and K. 
Parker, well-known to Liberals throughout the country for their 
ardent Freethought. They seem in youth's bright flush, and yet 
since I was here last they have had their golden wedding. Mrs. 
Parker is not afraid to say that she is sixty-nine years of age, and 
has been the mother of, ten children. She can sit a queen in
deed in the household, and her life's history goes blooming on 
to the sunny infancies of grandchildren. Mr. Parker is a vigor
ous campaigner, and has always' been at the front. He used to 
walk five miles of a morning to his work, mow till sunset, and 
then walk back the five miles, and .receive for his day's wages 
fifty cents. That was the beginning, and his beautiful and lux
uriant farm is the reward of his own energy. He made it out 
of the cactus plain. He has, I reckon, about the best,orange 
grove in California. It is in excellent condition and brilliant 
with fruitage. Its green and golden chambers have the wealth 
of a mine. 

The churches are quite numerous in Anaheim, and don't 
want Freethought to have a chance, but the tide moves in spite 
of th~m. .Gur friends secured Music Hall, a new and elegant 
building recently completed, and here we held the fort for three 
days, and the meetings were fully attended and successful be
yond the hopes of any. There has been a cbange for the better 
since I was here. My closing audience was three times as large 
as the same of last year. The Anaheim brass band discoursed 
alluring music in the moonlight in front of the hall; and thus 
added greatly to the attractiveness of our gathering. The audience 
increased right -along, and the Liberal work has a recognition 
,unknown before. 

On Sunday afternoon there was a " conference meeting." Mrs. 
Parker was chairman, and she made it, go off with music and 
eclat. She herself made an eloquent speech, detailing her own 
experience in the church and out .of it. She began in the 
Methodist church on "probation," and her probation continues 
unto this day, for she has never applied for confirmation. 1\1:r. 
1., H. Parker, of Orange" joined in with some reminiscences of 
how he was a "bad boy," and on that account had chosen to be 
a minister, but the leaven didn't 'work, and in due time he was 
bound out to be a carpenter., However, he became a member 
of the church. , ~hen a few years since he offered his resigna
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tion he was told. that the church would not accept his resignation, 
but would expel him if he desired. He carried the case to 
conference, which directed his resignation to be accepted. This 
was the last straw, and he has bid good-bye to the old craft 
forever. Mr. Chas. Baker, of Orange, also made a good im
promptu speech as to what Liberalism may be. His daughter, 
Miss' Jessie Baker, gave a fine recitation, and Miss Trinna 
Parker, daughter of I. H. Parker, followed her with equal suc
cess. Miss Lottie, granddaughfer of Mrs K. Parker, M:rs. 
Florence E. Porter, and Emil Goepper of Sa.nta Ana, entertained 
with brilliant instrumental pieces, and so the afternoon meeting 
on Wednesday, which was a kind of experiment, was a fortunate 
experiment; and these gatherings will be continued in the future. 
There is plenty of musical and literary talent in Anaheim and 
Orange to make them interesting and profitable. Such meetings 
are of especial value tQ young people and should be encouraged 
wherever possible. 

On· Wednesday evening after the lecture there was a sociable 
and dance. A huge number remained in orderly and joyous 
assemblage, and old and young joined -in the mazy march. The 
ladies furnished coffee and cakes, and the band did itself credit . 
as it poured forth its· enlivening' strains. At midnight sharp all 
went home to merry dreams. 

Thus the camp-fires at Anaheim have been burning brightly; 
and the banners of Freethought have been" full high advanced," 
and I leave this garden-spot of the South with the golden dawn 
in,its lustrous sky. 

Mr. and Mrs.S. M. Bates are wide awake and earnest as ever, 
and it. is a' pleasure to meet such friends whom no fortune can 
make less devoted to the cause. Along the dusty highway of 
Secular work, mind and heart find happy rest in. their em
bowered home, where the sunshine of life m,akes beautiful the 
shadow. 

S. Littlefield is always in the midst of business, both for him
self and for the public, being one of the chief officers of the 
county; but he took time to give me a jaunt over the prosper
ous country. He has nearly two hundred acres in orchards and 
vineyards and groves, and they appear in fine c:mdition. His 
home is surrounded with tropical luxuriance, and presents a de
lightfulpicture of fruit and flower. Mr. Littlefield is a staunch 
supporte'r of Liberalism, and gives generous aid to the cause. 
He is one of the prominent citizens of Anaheim, and in the 
front in enterprises for its business and agricultural advance
ment. 

T. A; Darling, station agent of the Southern Pacific, is not 
alwavs able to attend the lectures, but he keeps the world mov
ing j~st the same. He has established a railroad reading-room, 
and anything like that 'is in favor of Freethought and a better 
world IVIy friend E. A. Pullen shook out about the first pan
ful of gold in California at Placerville, but 'he believes that the 
shining particles should be kept floating right on, and he has en
joyed life in so doing. But he keeps the gold of Freethought, 
and the heart is rich. N. Bittner, leader of the band, and all the 
ba~d boys, have my hearty thanks for the good mu~ic they 
furnished. 

I had a pleasant call upon T. H. Reiser, the proprietor of the 
hall one of the old citizens of the place. The hall is one of the 
fine~t in the . state and is quite an addition to the appearance of 
Anaheim. . Mr. Reiser believes in making this world as riear to 
paradise as possible. Miss Annie Hartman, hi~ niec.e, was pr,es
ent at all the meetings, as were many other mtelhgent ladles, 

who though not exactly· pronounced Freethinkers are like the 
author of "Robert Elsmere" in favor of the gospel of " sweet
ness and light." 

Mrs. A. L. Tucker '~s mistress of about a thousand little 
chickens as "lovely as angels," and sometimes they become 
angels befo~e they have a chance to get" into the soup." They 
die young, but those who survive are dainty contributors to 

. man's happiness. When it comes to real life, a chicken is better 
, than a cherub. 

The Orange people came Over in goodly numbers-Mr. Joel 
B. Parker and wife and daughters, Chas. Baker who came six
teen miles from the canon to stand by the, colors, Miss Jessie 
Baker, L H. Parker, and Miss Trinna Parker, Judge Smith, 
who danced on holy week, though a member, I believe, of the 

. Episcopalian church, Miss Maud Strickland, M. A. Handy"IVlr. 
Woodruff of the editorial fraternity, and others. Orange has 
quite a large element of Freethought, and I hope to be able to 
lecture there on my next trip. 

Karl Fossek, Charles Pamperl, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Bell, J. 
G. Shoemaker, R. Ludke, H. P. Larsen, John Meredith, \V. IV!. 
McFadden, Alex Henry and family, John Turner, O. Warling, 
C. H. Turner, Peter Skorup, Louis Schorn, E. Barr, H. Hay
ward, Mr. and Mrs. Greeley, and others are among the generous 
friends of "lovely Anaheim," 'Where nature's golden heart is 
beaming·, where soft blue mountains answer to the shimmer of 
the flowing sea, and sea and mountain" knit the seasons four 
into one 'flowery band." 

Santa Ana and Anaheim have iifted high the banners of Free-: 
,thought, and have given a splendid impulse to heart and hope. 

April 17, 1889. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION. 

The following recommendation has been issued by the officers 
of the American Secular Union:' 
To -th~ ~,umbers of .th~ American Suttlar Union, and to all Lioeralr, 

!?eists, Agnostics, "and Fru-minded Citizms of the Unittd States. 
The president of the United States, in response to the requests of 

"representatives of the. religious creeds, both Christian and Hebrew," 
has recommended that on Tuesday, April 30, at nine o'clock in the 
morning, "the people of the entire country repair to their respective 
places of divine worship to implore the favor of God that the blessings 
of liberty, prosperity, and peace may abide with us all as a people." 
Arrangements are accordingly being made by church organizations of all 
creeds to meet at the appointed hour for prayer and thanksgiving, and, 
in the words of CardinalGibbons, "to pray that the spirit of patriotism 
which burned in George Washington may continue." 

This is pr~eminently a proper occasion for those who do n~t classify 
themselves either as Christians or Hebrews, but who are Americans arid 
loveri or-their country, to testify their appreciation of the blessings of 
liberty, to express their gratitude to those brave, noble, and broad
minded statesmen who, without the trammels of church or creed; de
voted ,their lives to the founding of the republic; to manifest patriotic 
devotion.to "the foundations of liberty, law, and order" as laid down 
by the framers of our Constitution; and to reassert their purpose to con
test in behalf of secular principles every attempt at invasion of that Con
stitution by the adoption of "the principles of the Christian religion," 
or its nullification by the enactment of unconstitutional laws ,for "the 
promotion of religious worship." While recognizing the glorious success 
of our first century we must cherish and continue the traditi9ns of the 

. revolutionary fathers who laid the basis of a purely secular republic, a 
government, in the words of George Washington, "not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion;" nor can we safely ignore the dangers 
with which our future success in the enjoyment of a free government is 
threatened at the beginning of its second century. 

We, officers of the AmericaufSecular Union, therefore, recommend the: 

http:devotion.to
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branch organizations, and others similarly minded, to meet at the ape 
pointed hour on 'April 30, to proclaim their allegiance to our secular, 
republican form of government, and to renew pledges for its main
tenance. R. B. WESTBROOK, Pres't. A. S. U., Phila., Pa. 

E. A. STEVENS, Sec'y. A. S. U., Chicago,.Ill. 
E. B. FOOTE, Jr;, Ch. Ex. Com. A. S. U., New York. 

This proclamation has the right ring. It calls upon the peo
ple to meet, not as Christians or Hebrews, or members of any 
other religious sect, but as American citizens, and in that capacity 
to testify their appreciation of such blessings of liberty as not 
God but a republican form of government has enabled them to 
enjoy. 

The Liberals of New York city will have such a gathering, 
and it will probably be addressed by Colonel Ingersoll. With a 
few more days to spare, and more time for preparation; we 
might hav~ held a meeting in San Francisco that would show 
the public where patriotism and true republicanism reside. 

ACTIVITY NECESSARY. 

We hope all our subscribers and readers realize, as we do, that 
, we must depend largely upon them to extend the circulation of 
FREETHOUGHT. We obtain many new subscribers from sample 
copies judiciously distributed, but by far the larger number are 
gathered in by old subscribers who take sufficient interest in the 
paper and the cause it represents to canvass their localities ~nd 
to always be upon the lookout for recruits. It is not supposed 
that every reader of FREETHOUGHT can obtain a new one. Ex
perience shows that they cl.nnot; but everyone can try it-make 
the attempt, and accept the result philosophically, whatever it may 
be~ Many of our friends have paid for a number of subscriptions 
in advance, and then set themselves at work to secure the sub
scribers afterwards. This is a good plan, because it gives them 
a personal interest in the matter, so that they work harder and 
also with greater success. 

It is necessary to the continued publication of any paper that 
its subscription list be constantly added to, and FREETHOUGHT is 
not an exception to that rule. It seems to us "that every Fr.ee
thinker in the West should take an active interest in supporting 

, a Freethought paper. Many plead the lack of time to read it as 
an excuse for 110t subscribing. No earnest Liberal will do that. 

·.If he cannot pay for a paper, he is excusable; otherwise, not. 
If _he cannot spare the time to read it, let him send it to 
somebody with more leisure; but so long as any Freethinker has 
a dollar left after paying for the physical necessities oClife, he 
should devote that dollar to the support of his principles. Let 
him ask himself the question, Should Liberalism be advocated? 
If his answer is Yes, he cannot escape the responsibility of aiding 
that advocacy. If his answer is No, he is like those Christians 
who believe in the moral maxims of religion until the point is 
reached where it becomes necessary to practice them, and then 
go the other way. We see the Salvation Army parading the 

, street in uncouth attire and singing words too foolish to be spoken. 
~ We laugh at them, but at the same time their earnestness and de-
i. • 

! votion to what they believe to be a good cause call for a modicum 
t·· of our respect. We wish that all professed Liberals exhibited 

enough earnestness and devotion to awaken an equal amount of 
the same feeling. 

~ There is nee::l of a more distinct line between Christians and 
tnon-Christians. Those who believe the old lies; those who be
lieve in priestly authority, in intolerance and superstition, should 
stand upon one side, while those who oppose them should define 

t. their position by placing themselves on the other side. If it is 

hypocrisy for one to profess to believe that which he does not 
believe, it is almost equal hypocrisy for him to conceal his true 
sentiments. A Freethinker who does not avow himself as such, 
in his own day and generation, is not worthy to be called one if 
afterwards it should be discovered that he rejected the superstitions 
of Christianity. The open and avowed Liberal, with the courage 
of his convictions, is the Liberal who gains the respect of all whose 
respect is worth having. The timid doubter does not amount to 
much; the disbeliever and denier makes his influence felt. And, 
after all, the true test of the genuine Liberal is this: does he speak 
his honest thought; does he read the honest thoughts of others; 
does he support the Liberal press and platform? Unless he 
does this you cannotdepen~ upon him; his pretensions as a Free
thinker when talking to a Freethinker are apt to turn into pro
fessions of faith in the presence of a believer, and the next revival 
is likely to number him among its converts .. 

There is nothing truer than that where a man's treasure is, 
there is his heart also; and it is equally true that a man's heart 
does not go far in' any direction if he is not willing to send his 
money with it. These considerations ought to be brought before 
all Liberals, and indifferent Liberals ought to be shown that 
they have a duty to perform. In fact, every disbeliever in Chris
tianity should oppose it, and the best way to do that is through 
the press. They should therefore support the Freethought pa
pers, and extend their patronage in all directions where they con
ceive that good work is being done. We hope that our present 
subscribers will take pains to learn the views of persons in their 
neighborhoods, and in all cases where possible impress upon 
them their obligations as Freethinker3. The result would. be 
many additional subscribers to FREETHOUGHT. 

THE AMAUROT CLUB, 

The San Jose Mercury of April I4 contains a report of the 
organization of a new society called the Amaurot Club. Its 
members, numbering six, are all new comers in that city. The 
chairman, Mr. F. B. Vance, in defining the purposes of the 
society, said that it was devoted solely to the discussion of such 
subjects as ~re included in pure philosophy. "We believe," he 
observed, U that science has taken a more dominant place in the 
intellectual world than rightly belongs to it. Weare told that no 
belief is rational whose foundations cannot be counted, weighed, 
and measured. In other words, physics claims for itself the 
right to bring all creeds and theories into its courts, and to try 
them by such evidence and such methods as it dictates. It ex
cludes everything not physical, on the ground that it is either 
unknowable or unverifiable. We object to this assumption. We 
will exclude from our discussions all subjects which can be de
termined by an appeal to authority or decided by physical tests. 
We will seek to attain reasoned truth, with the understanding 
that it is of much more importance to us tbat it should be 
reasoned than that it should be true." 

Another member, Mr. W. B. Foster, said he feared "that the 
excluding from our debates all matters which can be determined 
by appeals to authority or decided by physical tests will leave 
the field open to mere matters of taste, and in many cases we 
will waste our time in vain attempts to seek a 50lution for mat
ters of opinion which, after all, are the results of the differences 
in indiv!duals." .To set Mr. Foster right the chair qualified its 
remarks by saying: U I have defined philosophy as 'reasoned 
truth,' and mere matters of taste would be excluded on the 
ground that they are not reasoned." 
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Miss L. C. Elliott here intervened to say with some asperity: 
"I do not know whether the tastes of men are reasonable or no~ 
for I have never been a man, but I am sure the tastes of women 
are. For my part I can give more reasons for my taste than for 
anything else, and I believe you will find that women generally 
are as rational, even in their ribbons, as in their religion." 

The chair smoothed matters over by saying that this issue 
might be passed for the present, but it would certainly arise later 
on as a subject for the application of pure philosophy. The 
meeting then went into executive session, and passed a resolu
tion that the subject for discussion at the next meeting should be 
lCThe New Christianity." 

Weare rather sorry that the Amaurot Club did not choose 
this city for its home, or that we have not one like it here. The 

deliberations of a society which excludes all subjects that can be 

decided, and cares more for the merely reasoned than for the 


. actually proved, would have a soporific and thus beneficial effect 

uJ:on the over-stimulated and nervou.:;ly-excitable population of 

San Francisco. It is believed that the Amaurot Club is for the 

propagation of Christian Science, which, beyond dispute, is quite 

outside the trammels of scientific demonstration. 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

\Villiecture in San Francisco, Sundays, 
May 5; 12, 19, and 26, 1889, 

--AT-

UNION SQUARE HALL 
4z I Post Street. 

SUBJECTS: 

May 5.-The Past and the Present. 

" 12.-The' Present and the Future, or the Constructive 

Methods of Freethought. 

" 19.-Libertyand Authority. 

" z6.-Jesus Christ Theologically, Morally, and Historically 

, Considered. 
Admission 10 cents to each Lecture. 

NATURAL MORALITY. 

To keep men from a knowledge of the truth is a crime well 
nigh as great as to keep food from their mouths, but it is a crime 
that the church i~ constantly committing. 

Misrepresentation and defamation are favorite weapons with 
the church. She teaches her disciples that an Infidel is a thing 
of horror, and both his principles and his character are blackened. 
What can be said of a church that maintains a public liar like the 
Rev. Sam Jones upon the platform to declare that" Freethought 
means free love?" Says Professor Huxley, in a recent article: 
"I verily believe that the great good which has been effected by 
Christianity has been largely counteracted by the pestilential doc
trine on which all the churches have united, that honest disbelief 
in their more or less astonishing creeds is a moral offense, indeed 
a sin of the deepest dye, deserving and inviting the same future 
retribution as murder and robbery. If we could only see in our 
view the torrent" of hypocrisy and cruelty, the lies, the slaughter, 
the violation of every obligation of humanity, which have flowed 
from this sewer along the course of the history of Christian nations, 
our worst imaginations of hell would pale beside the vision." 

And yet Christianity declares that her morality alone is pure; 
that it is all noble, and all beneficial to mankind. Is exclusion 

from the t~uth generous? Is denJ.lnciation of honest unbelief 
- kind? Is the social ostracism of intellectual opponents humane? 

No! A thousand times no! The morality of Christianity as 
to-day practiced by the majority-of its adherents and as taught by 
its accredited leaders, is faulty and often cruel, and is far inferior 
to the noble morality of Freethought. That morality teaches 
that to face the truth manfully, though opposed by the command 
of tradition or the suggestions of con"enience, is an honest ne
cessity of the mind; to do good to mankind without expectation 
of reward either in this world or in any other (of which we know 
nothing) that may come hereafter, is our loftiest duty; and to 
be charitable to the opinions of all men, which we seek to change 
only by appeals to reason, experience, and science, and never by 
threats of an unknown God's displeasure here and the eternal 
torments of an imaginary hell in the future, which both reason 
and science prove is but a fiction of the past. Is not that a bet
ter and purer morality than that of the churches? Is it not a 
standard to adhere to, which cannot lead men fa! astray? It 
accepts the best of the moral laws of the past and discards only 
the mistaken and the wrong. It rejects nothing that 1s well 

_	proved, and its stability is as well assured as is the intellectual pro
gress of man. Disbelief in one or all of the dogmas of Christianity 
is common to-day through large tracts of human thought, and 
the lives of such men are not worse but better. For the life of a 
man must be always better when he replaces the false by the true. 
If disbelief in its dogmas should suddenly become general 
throughout Christendom, it would not greatly affect its morals. 
The laws of nations would not be changed nor social stability 
shaken. Man is not going to destroy his carefully evolved social 
structure on account of an ecclesiastical creed. Many believers 
conscientiously think, because so taught, that they would be 
utterly at a loss, in a blank chaos, without their supposed divinely 
approved rules of action. But they are utterly mistaken. Ethical 
rules remain unchanged if approved by human experience. The 
structure of human !llorality is well erected and in its main out~ 
lines is not subject to change. The fear that it will fall to pieces 
if a supposed divine construction is disbelieved comes of ignoa 
rance. Divinity has had no more to do with its construction than 
with all other things, and that is through the operation of natural 
law and evolution. This strong and steady frame of society is 
too well founded to be shattered because an ecclesiastical bub
ble breaks. The tree of human life is nourished by the elemental 
forces of the universe, and they alone can destroy it. 

Human action is constantly falling short of its ideal. We must 
daily ask pardon of our better selves and of others for ourweak
nesses and mistakes. But it is not necessary to call upon or to 

.. receive aid from a fancied divine power in order to do right. 
Priesthood, to maintain its rule, to make itself the means of ap~ 
proach to divinity, has always declared this necessary, and that 
good deeds unconsecrated by itself and its God were not goo~ 
and were worth nothing. The solid sense of mankind rejeab 
this arrogant and absurd doctrine. 

If we fail to attain our ideal, it is the fault partly of environ
ment, partly of temperament. Both can be improved by ou 
own force and the force of others. Human nature has struggle< 
up from low beginnings to its present powers. It is still' ifhper 
fecl, as judged by its conceptions of itself, but it improves. 1 
mourns bitterly over its own shortcomings, but the fault of a da 
should not be made to sadden and cripple a whole life. Man l 
often too harsh in judgment, forgetting his own need of pardOJ 
"With malice toward none, with charity toward all," were d 
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noble words of a great mCin, and, in the most of his religious 
thought, a Freethinker-America's second father, Abraham-
Lincoln. H. 1\1. 

A BAD MAN SHOWN UP. 

The Rev. G. W. James, of Long Beach, a temperance seaside 
resort in the vicinity of San Pedro, is furnishing the papers with 
all the scandal they wa.nt, and rather more than decency will 
permitlhem to publish. The Rev. Mr. James is an eloquent 
Methodist preacher, a vegetarian, and has been known as an ad
vocate of what he calls" social purity." The first exploit that gave 
him public notoriety was whipping his wife and threatening to 
kill her. DUring the investigation of this charge the material for 
several others was unearthed. Among these is one for adultery, 
and another for misleading female members of his congregation, 
and a third sets forth that he was instrumental in instituting im
proper rel~tions between his elderly sister and his eighteen-year
old son. 

Thus another shining light of Methodism goes outtemporarilY. 
It is too much to hope that he is permanently extinguished, but 
if he were, the world would be the better for it. 

II PREETHOUGHT" IN BOUND VOLUMES. 

We have a few copies of FREETHOUGHT, Volume 1., 1888, 
substantially bound in half calf, which we will sell at $2.50 per 
volume. As the number is very limited, those who desire the 
first year of FREETHOUGHT in this form will need to apply early. 

THE arguments of counsel for the American Secular Union, 
represented by E. A. Stevens, against' the granting of public funds 
to the Catholic institutions of Chicago are printed and may 

-doubtless be obtained by addressing Secretary Stevens at 16 Union 
Park Place, Chicago. 

CHARLES BRADLAUGH thus pays his respects to the distinguished 
English statesman: "John Bright is dead. In I 880, on June 2 I, 

in the House of Commons, he spoke for my conscience and 
honor as' none other spoke, and I, with· uncovered head, pay 
most grateful and most reverent tribute to his memory." 

WE would like to have Mr. W. H. Burr, the historian's, opinion 
upon the following letter, said to have been written by the Father· 
of His Country to one William Livingston, the last royal governor 
of New Jersey. If authentic it will appeal powerfully to the sym
pathies of many American citizens on the morning following the 
festivities of April 30: 

"0 William, what a glorious time we had last evening. I am paying 
the penalty, however, this morning, as my swollen head will attest. How 
does your head feel? After leaving you, called on the fair Virginia. She 
is one of God's fairest creatures. But I am trying to paint a picture. 
The ablest artist could not reproduce yours. 

"As a brother, GEORGE WASHINGTON.". 

WE learn from the Independent Pulpit that the Liberals of 
Denison, Texas, have organized under the name of the Denison 
Philosophical and Social Club, with T. V. Munson as president. 
Concerning Liberal organizations the editor of the Pulpit remarks: 
"These organizations may not all be permanent; indeed, !'om"e 
of them may be short-lived, but that does not argue against them. 
Every effort of the kind does some - good e\'en though, for want 
of perpetuity, it be branded as a failure. All progress is byeifort 
and experiment, and the path of experience is full of so-called 
failures. But evtn a 'failure' may be a success in disguise, 
that is, if by it some needed information and experience be the 
outcome." . 

THE Swedish Freethinker Lennstrand is of the stuff that martyrs 
are made of. He was lately imprisoned for blasphemy, and 
upon his release from Malmo prison on March I, he commenced 
lecturing in that town on the very- subjects for which he had been 
im prisoned. From Malmo he went to Copenhagen, where he 
lectured with great success. From Copenhagen he proceeded to 
Helsingfors, but there the police-master dis:mrved the. meeting 
before the termination of the lecture. After this he lectured 
again in Malmo, Norrkoping, and Orebro, but was once more 
prosecuted for lecturing in Norrkoping. He then delivered two 
lectures at Linkoping, and was further prosecuted. On March 
17, he addressed an open-air meeting of 10,000 persons at 
Stockholm, and was received with prolonged cheering, renewed 
again and again when he deciared that even if he wer~ con
demned to life-long impriso~ment, Freethought would at last be 

IT appears that Jews are incompetent as jurors in Sweden. M.. triumphant. ' 

Lennstrand, the Freethinker prosecuted for blasphemy on two. 
counts, was acquitted of the charge on one and convicted on the 
other. He is now to be retried on the former count, as it has 
been discovered that there was a Jew on the jury which acquitted 
him, and the verdict is set aside. 

IT has just been decided by a Kansas City judge that base ball 
playing on Sunday is illegal in Missouii There is a section in 

. the Sunday laws of that state which exempts" members of a re
- }igious society by whom any other than the first day of the week 
I is observed as a Sabbath." The baSe ball players or'Missouri 
\ should join the Seventh-day Adventists. 

\ PROF. J. O. SPENCER, of the Anglo-Japanese College in Tokio,IJa-"an, said in an address before the Methodist ministers' 
\ meeting last Monday, that the great need in that country. now 
' was Christian men and women to demonstrate the worth or 
Christianity in their real Christian living. Professor Spencer


\
 ought \0 know that America is not blessed with any great number 

{
,.of the class of people which he desires to transplant to Japan. 
~f there are any we can't spare them. -' _.' . 

THE compilation of Horace Seaver's writings under the titleof 
"Occasional Thoughts" has won the followfng words of com
mendation from Col. R. G. Ingersoll, and richly deserves them 
too:

"My DEAR MR. SEAVER: I have just finished reading.· Occasional 
Thoughts,' and cannot refrain from telling you the great pleasure the. 
reading gave me. You are so candid, so kind, and so-sensible, that I do 
not see how anyone can read the book without falling in love with the 
author. You have done a noble work-you are no' summer soldier,' no 
, sunshine patriot,' but a good, brave fighter in the battle's front, and I 
honor you with all my heart. I do hope that you may live for many years 
-long enough to see the result of your labors, long enough to see the com
mencement of the harvest. You have won the respect of the noblest, and 
I honor myself by subscribing myself your friend, R. G. INGERSOLL." 

It is good to put on record this tribute from one brave soldier 
to another. The aged editor of the Investigator may rest from 
his labors with the consciousness that he has won the praise of 
the greatest man America has produced .. 

Sm.1E.of the men who help to make the laws of England are 
about as blind to the rights of unbelievers as those who are 
elected in America. One Colonel Sa~dys, a member of Pariia

http:Sm.1E.of
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ment, thus replies to a- constituent who had asked him to support 
Mr. Bradlaugh's bill to abolish religious prosecutions: 

"You, like many others, are misled by an artfully designed title to the' 
bill-which in this case conceals the true evil character of the measure. 
The object of the bill is to do away with the penalties of the law-which 
at present exist against the Atheist and the blasphemer-and if passed 
would allow t~e country to be flooded with blasphemous and Atheistic 
publications, without any power to punish those who did so. It is prac
tically a bill to effect this, brought in by the Atheist Bradlaugh. Further 
comment is needless, and it is for this reason that I shall endeavor to get 
it rejected. In a Christian land there should be no legislative sanction 
for the Atheist and tne blasphemer to ply their accursed trade and to de
'moralize and degrade the people of this country by their writings 'and 
speeches." 

Colonel Sandys's opinions are much like those of the Rev.. 
Jonathan Edwards, who, speaking of Atheists, declared that there 
was "nothing out of hell" that 'he would not as soon tolerate. 

THE "Christian Champion" Braden was announced fora series 
of lectures in Davenport, W. T., and delivered the opening dis-. 
course. The Lincoln Times tells why he did not proceed: 
"Braden was to have continued his lectures through this.week, 
but at the close of his acrimonious diatribe Sunday night he had 
the hardihood to put it to a vote as to whether or no he should 
complete the course. It must have struck a chill to his marrow 
when only a meagre few reluctant hands in the audience went 
up inviting him to remain. The result of the ballot convinced 
him that he had stumbled upon an intelligent audience that could 
show ,enough self-respect to sit quietly under one such lecture, 
but that had the hardihood to announce that they wanted no 
more of it, and so he cancelled his other dates." 

A 'FREETHINKER who has given a good deal of work and money 
to Liberalism in his more prosperous days, but who now, through 
an unlucky turn of fortune's wheel, is in poor circumstances, 
would like to get a chance to work for some Liberal. He is ill 
the prime of life, a born lumoerman, and a thorough horseman. 
He belongs to the G. A. R., and carries with him a recommenda
tionfor industry, sobriety, and honesty signed by the most 
prominent people in the city where he has resided. He can re-· 
fer inquirers to the best-known Liberals on the coast. Address' 
William Jay, care of FREETHOUGHT office. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

San Francisco does not yet get the $800,000 voted by Congress 
for the new post-office site. The requisite words" and is hereby 
appropriated" were carelessly omitted from the bill. The mat
ter therefore lies over until the next Congress.--Last Sunday' 
there was a well-attended meeting of German citizens at Turn-' 
Verein Hall, at which resolutions were adopted to the effect that· 
the Turn-Verein Society will parade in a body on Centennial· 
Day. They also decided to give a free literary entertainment at 
their hall on the evening of the 30th instant.--A specimen 
\vith $1,200 worth of gold in sight has been taken out of the 
Santa Clara, L. C., mines, and is on its way to San Francisco. So. 
a Pasadena man reports.--Laura De Force Gordon, of Lodi, 
aridressed, last Sunday, the first of a series of ten Sunday afternoon 
meetings arranged for by the Tacoma, W. T., Woman Suffrage 
Association.--The common council of Santa Cruz has raised 
the liquor license from $120 to $200 per annum.--It is said 
that F. M. Pixley, editor of the Argonaut, will be the orator of 
the day at the centenary celebration, April 30. 

The passengers on the abandoned Danmark were taken aboard 
the steamship Missouri, and landed in safety. The loss of the 
Danmark was caused by her engines breaking down eight hun
dred miles from Newfoundland.--Last Sunday, the striking 
car-drivers of Minneapolis, aided by their friends and sympathiz
ers, mobbed the cars, stoned the police, and tore up the railroad 

tracks.--It is reported' as probable that freight cars coming into 
this country over the Canadian line will be made to pay duty on 
their value. There are said to be three thousand Canadian-built 
cars now in use on roads in the . United States.--Sir Jl1lian 
Pauncefote, Lord Sackville West's successor as British minister 
to the United States, arrived in New York last Sunday.-
" Boomers" are crowding the recently opened Oklahoma lands 
ill the Indian territory, and quarrels between the new arrivals and 
previous occupants are of frequent occurrence. The craze over 
these Oklahoma lands is inexplicable.--Five Mormon mis
sionaries were severely whipped, tarred and feathered, an.d 
driven from Dale county, Ala., last week. Their offense was 
preaching their creed,.and forming a colony to go to Utah.--A 
great fire destroyed property on the North river, New York city, 
between 59th and 65th street, April 1 9. to the value of more than 
$3,000,ooo.--Postmaster-General Wanamaker is charged with 
using his official position to adve~tise his private business. He 
has a big clothing establishment in Philadelphia.--.The mayor 
of New York is clearing the street of telegraph poles. The wires 
will have to be put under ground according to an ordinance 
passed several years ago, b~t never enforced.--Michigan has 
adopted a law prohibiting the manufacture, sale, keeping for 
sale, or giving away of cigarettes, or any substance in the form of 
cigarettes contai!1ing narcotic elements, and even going so far as 
to inhibit rice paper or any paper designed for cigarette wrappers. 

It is now reported that the Panama canal scheme is sure to 
collapse, and that the machinery along the big ditch will be aban
doned to rust and ruin.--Yellow fever is raging at Rio J apeiro, 
causing one hundred deat~s per day.--A Catholic congress 
met on Wednesday at Madrid, Spain. The object of the con
gress is to pronounce in favor of the restoration of the tem poral 
power of the pope and the extension of the influence of the church 
in the schools.--Hundreds of people are dying of starvation in. 
Hungary.--Parnell has sued the London Times for $500,000 
damages. .The Times admits the .libel, and asks the court to ad
judicate. • 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society last 
Sunday evening was one ofth~ most interesting yet held. Union 
Square Hall is centrally located, has a fine entrance, and offers 
easy chairs for th~ v:isitor when he is inside. Professor Sanders, 
the proprietor, is himself a Freethinker and regards with approval 
the society's choice of quarters. . 

President Chilstrom was prevented by business from being 
present at the meeting in question, so that Vice-President Lemme 
was called to the chair, and discharged the duties of that position 
with energy and efficiency. Secretary Breuer divulged the pro· 
ceedings of the previous meeting as spread upon the minutes by 
his assistant, and after some singing from the" Cosmian Hymn 
book" Profes5ior Miller entered upon his discourse on "God." 
The lecture was a continuation or conclusion of the two previously 
given, and was pronounced the best of the series. It traced the 
gradual civilizing process to which the deity had been subjected; 
the method of his retirement from active participation in the af
fairs of this world, and the substitution of the la'\v of cause and 
effect in the place of divine providence. The speaker stated that 
the alleged laws of God had become a dead letter~ and might be 
neglected with impunity,except in cases where their violation in
volved the infraction of some natural law, the penalty for which 
followed as a consequence. Professor l\Iiller's address, as on 
other occasions, showed deep thought and careful arrangement, 
and was in 3:11 respects worthy of the hearty appreciation evinced 
by his auditors. 

The Chair extending an invitation to those present to offer re
marks upon the genera.l outlook, Professor Seymour responded 
with some advice as to how attractive meetings might be afforded. 
The lecture of the evening, he said, was learned a.nd thoughtful, 

. but it ap'pealed only to thinkers. Amusement should be provided 
for those not in the habit of exercising their reflective powers. 
He observed that somebody" standing on their head" would often 
draw a crowd where more intellectual efforts failed of that result. 
The professor did not authorize the committee to announce him
self as a volunteer for such attracting purposes, . 
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Mr. Parker, of Petaluma, spoke briefly on the subject of mu
sic, recommending that a choir be formed to meet and rehearse 
previous to each meeting. His own forte lay in solo parts, 
accompanied by the violin. He often sang light or comic songs, 
and had been rebuked therefor by religious people. He con
tended, however, that in the ultimate analysis nothing could be 
more ridiculous than the average religious hymn, and he had 
never been guilty of anything quite so frivolous as the songs in the 
Moody and Sankey collection. 

Professor Sanders offered some remarks upon the lecture, say
inoCY' that so good a discourse should have been listened to by as 
many people as could be brought within the sound of the speak
er's voice. It was worth a dollar of any· man's money. 

Mr. Schou arose. with some timidity, and said that if the audi
ence would promise not to offer violence he would propose a col
lection. The matter was put to a vote and resulted in the com-. 
plete triumph of the mover, who thereupon collected a hatful of 
coin. . 

Young Mr. Schultheis managed the piano while the audience, 
led by the Chair, united in singing hymn 105, and at a later hour 
than usual the meeting adjourned. 

I may say that personally I was not present at the above meet
ing. the facts copcerning which I gather from others who were 

·dId 1 h I fO Sthere. n un ay morning was Ie to be ieve t at p enty 0 
fish might be caught near Sausalito, and investigated the subject. 
After helping to pull a large boat two and a half miles against 
the violent tide that rushes through the Golden Gate, holding a 

ent homogeneity to definite, coherent heterogeneity of structure and 
function, through successive differentiations and integrations. 

No one is qualified to discuss evolution until he can let go of 
that sentence volubly. 

The Truth Seeker is working the business end of a boom, the 
object of which is to land the undersigned in a far distant coun
try. Here is a letter published in the last issue of that paper re
ceived up to date: 

TULE LAKE, Ore., March 21, 1889. 
Mr. EDITOR: We take this occasion to say to the Liberals of Long

mont, Col., that we are in favor of sl!nding G. E. Macdonald on that pro
posed trip around the world, if he wants to go, a.nd will help to furnish 
the funds. Yours truly, WILLIAM TERRILL, 

C. L. DOEBLER. 
Messrs. Terrill and Doebler's letter is, like the San Francisco 

Post-office bill, slightly non-committal as to funds, but if I go I 
will help to furnish them to any extent short of hypothecating a 
badge pin. Another writer in the same paper says: 

CANFIELD, Col., March 17, 1889. 
MR. EDITOR' I think the suggestion of Colonel Kelso and olhers, that 

the Liberal friends ~ubscribe and advance a sufficient fund to pay the ex
penses of George E. Macdonald to Palestine, is both good and timely. 
George E. Macdonald has that Artemus Ward style of humor which 
Americans so highly appreciate. The next few years is likely to be a 
period of comparative political quiet, and if the scheme could be worked 
up, and George could be induced to go, it might turn out to be quite a 
boor.'} for the Liberal cause, Liberal papers-and to the traveler hlmself, 
if he should succeed in finding any of, the chariot wheels lost by Pharaoh 

line over the edge of a boat for si.'c hours without getting any- • in the Red Sea. GEORGE X. YOUNG. 

thing but a bite and a bad case of sunburn, I became convinced 
that mv informant was in error. The waves in the Gate on a 
fresh afternoon run about twelve feet high, and the motion which 
they impart to a boat is confusing to a person who has not en
joyed the gentle undulations of an earthquake for several weeks. 
When I reached the hall that night it was easy for me to realize 
that I was not in a state of m ..ental receptivity, and I therefore re
turned home when my services as usher were no longer required. 

I may have done injustice in these columns to the medium
istic powers of Mr. Fred. Evans, and to repair any injury to so 
distinguished an instrument of the angel world I append an ac
count of one of his Melbourne seances, written by himself, and 
published in the Golden Gate newspaper: 

Last Sunday evening I gave a seance to the Victorian Society of Spir
itualists, at the Horticultural Hall, which was very successful. The hall 
was crowded to excess, people being turned away. I came a little late 
and found a great difficulty in getting in the hall at all, it was so com
pletely packed. A committee of three was selected by the audience. 
The slates used were washed in a bucket of water and wiped dry and 
clean by the committee and held by these gentlemen until the writing 
was procured. During the seance, a gentleman arose in the audience and 
requested me to use the slates brought by him. I told him to come on the 
platform, where I found he had sealed slates. I explained to him that he 
must open the slates and show them to the committee so that they could 
see. that the slates were clean and that there was" no put-up joh." This 
he reluctantly agreed to, after which he held them in full view of the au
dience, and, soon began to hear the pencil moving between the slates. 
He became somewhat nervous, and when he opened the slates and 
found the inner surface filled with writing he seemed thunderstruck; 
but quickly recovering his composure he stated that the slates had been 
given to him by Professor Baldwin, the" spirit exposer," and privately 
marked, with the request that they should be brought to me for a seance. 
This announcement" brought down the house." On the committee 
opening their slates they were found to contain about eighty messages 
addressed to the different members of the audience, all of which recog
nized. 

It is to be remembered that this account is written by Mr. 
'Evans's own hand. If I had written it myself I would not ask 
anyone to believe it without learning more of the details. 

Most enlightened people believe in evolution, and I have al
ways regarded it as sufficiently reasonable to constitute a good 
working hypothesis. Yet, alas ! how few are able to define evo
lution correctly. I came across a definition of it the other day, 
by Mr. Spencer, and attempted to commit it to memory, ,failing 
in which I committed it to paper. Evolution, then, in plain lan
guage, is the integration of matter and concomitant dissipation of 
motion~ attended by a continuous change from indefinite, incoher-

It is quite safe to liken my feeble attempts at amusing the pub
lic to the uproariously solemn mirth of the late Mr. Ward, since 
that writer is dead, but I am not very sure of political quietude 
during the next year. If the piety of our administration contin
ues to increase as it has been doing since inauguration day, the 
country is likely to be surprised by the spectacle of several Wash
ington politicians ascending into heaven in a pair of Postmaster
General Wanamaker's ready-made pants. In such event I should 
like to be present. 

The next letter is more serious. Mrs. Denton, widow of Prof. 
W m. Denton, of honored memory, writes to the Truth Seeker: 

WELLESLEY, Mass., March 18" 1889. 
MR. EDITOR: I am very glad that you have no word of encouragement 

for the proposed plan of sending youOr brother George on a trip around the 
wor1d. 

Thele is not t\e slightest doubt that, were he to accomplish the under
taking as proposed, we should receive from him a charming history of his 
travels, a delightful picture of the people he met and the places he vis
ited. But can the Radicals of the country afford the risk which such an 
undertaking involves-the risk of losing him and his services for ever? 
Have they not lost too heavily in this wayalready? The acti ve brainli of 
D. M. Bennett and William Denton were never more needed among 
us than they are at the present time, but their places among us are 
empty. While they were eagerly gathering materials with which to enrich 
the world's storehouse of knowledge, the poisonous vapors of those far
off shores were silently stealing from them the only ready medium of 
communication between their intellects and our own, and the knowledge 
they had there gathered lies buried in their graves. And what assurance 
have we that the life of the brilliant editor of FR.EETHOUGHT would be 
exempt from the poisoned shafts which so cruelly robbed us of their aid? 
No! We need him here. Let us keep him with us while we may. It 
was, no doubt, needful that, with you and the Truth Seeker established 
in New York, he and Mr. Putnam should establish themselves and FREE
THOUGHT in San Francisco, in order to maintain a proper balance of 
forces between the eastern and western portions of the continent. But 
what good reason can we have for consenting that any of our" bright, 
particular stars ,t shall sink from our horizon and disappear behind" the 
waters of the great deep? " I confess that I discern no reason that ap
pears at all worthy, and I am therefore glad that you do not encourage 
it. Cordially yours, E. M. F. DENTON. 

Leaving out the unmerited praise contained in these letters, I 
most heartily thank the writers for the compliment they pay-me 
in thinking that my correspondence from abroad would be 
worthy the large outlay of money involved. Published letters 
from the Old World are always read with interest, but I doubt if 
mine would have the value set upon them. Besides, my absence 
would call Mr. Putnam from the field to the sedentary life of an 
editor, printer, and proof-reader, relieved only by such outdoor 
work as is included in the-function of porter and errand boy. In 
the lecture field Mr. Putnam earns not far from one hundred 
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dollars per month, which he devotes-I might say sacrifices
to the publication of FREETHOUGHT. I am not sanguine enough 
to suppose that my letters from abroad would be worth that sum 
to this paper or any other. Indeed, I do not think they would be 
of any greater help to the paper or the cause, if as much, than 
are Mr. Putnam's "News and Notes" from the places he v.isits 
in this country. Add to these the work he is doing as a lec
turer, which he could not do as an editor, and the balance is 
largely in favor of the present writer letting well enough alone 
and standing by the FREETHOUGHT ship as long as the united 
efforts of both officers at the pumps can keep her afloat. My 
first reference to a trip to Palestine was riot made with the ex
pectation that anything practical would come of it. Since. it has 
now taken that aspect I must point the movers to the above ob
stacles, which seem to me insurmountable. Nothing, however, 
can diminish my gratitude to the Longmont friends and to the 
others who have seconded their motion or for equally flattering 
reasons opposed it. G. E. M. 

LILIAN'S STORY. 

The closing pO'rtion' of Lilian's narrative, which we give be
bw, is not less interesting than previous chapters had led us to 
expect that it would be. S~ephen Parker, the promptly renewing 
subscriber, is one of the noblest characters known to fiction, and 
we may admire him none the less because he is but the beatific 
ideal of a juvenile and inexperienced writer who has never been 
brought to a conception of the meaning of the word eternity by 
W~iting through long eons of time for the remittances of de-_ 
linquents to arrive. 

PARKER & CO. 

By A. LILIAN ANDREWS, AUTHOR OF "ONE PENNY," "NELLIE'S 


MONKEY," AND OTHER TALES. 


CHAPTER V. 

The next day, Anita, Grace, Bessie, Jessie, and Maisy cleaned 

up the hotel. All the linen was fresh as ever. Tom advertised 
the hotel in the New York Star. By Wedensday, the I Ith of June, 
the house was full of people. Anita had thirty scholars for cook
ing. 

One night in July a very rich young gentleman sat thinking of 
a little sister, whom he was separated from when she was only 
two years old. A man once came to his house to stay over night 
and had stolen him. His name was Stephen Parker. As he 
sat thinking, his eyes fell upou an article in a paper called FREE
THOUGHT. He picked it up and read the article. Here it is: 

THE PARKER HOUSE. 
A young girl, Anita Parker, aged 18, and her brother, Tom, aged 16, 

are keeping an excellent hotel to support a family of I I. Her father is 
dead. His name was Richard S. Parker. 

_Stephen Parker packed his satchel and started for the Parker 
house. Anita had a picture of him when he was stolen and 
recognized him. The others he had never heard of. All the 
Parkers are very rich, but the hotel is kept. Stephen Parker re
news his subscription to FREETHOUGHT promptly every year be
cause it brought good news. " 

THE END. 

LIBERAL LECTURES. 

S. P. Putnam, president of the California Secular Union, 
lectured at Music Hall on Monday evening upon the subject 
H The Sunday and the Sabbath," to a large and appreciative 
audience. Mr. Putnam is an excellent speaker and is thoroughly 
earnest in his work. His definition of the difference between 
Sunday and the Sabbath was drawn with interesting detail, and 
his argument would be difficult to dispute as viewed from the 
standpoint of Liberalism. Mrs. Parker made a short address at 
the close of the lecture. Several names were added to the roll. 
On Tuesday evening Mr. Putnam lectured upon" Robert Els
mere." His discourse was most interesting and instructive. His 
gradual departure from orthodoxy to Freethought was likened to 
the experience of Robert Elsmere, and was followed with ab
sorbing interest by the large audience. The speaker at times 
became eloquent and handled his subject with masterful ability 
throughout. Yesterday afternoon a conference of one hour was 

held, in which many spoke of their c. experience." Last even
ing Mr. Putnam lectured upon" The Inspiration of Liberalism," 
after which the floor was cleared for dancing, which was con
tinued until a late hour.-Anaheim Gazette, April 18. 

DOES DR. HARCOURT READ "FREETHOUGHT?" 

From FREETHOUGHT March 2, 1889. 

The notoriety of Sam Jones . . . and other converted ruffians 
shows that for effectiveness in revival work a bad reputation is of 
more' value than a long and arduous term in a theological 
seminary. 

From Dr. Harcourt's Sermon, April 14, 1889. 

So great is the admiration for this type [the.,Sam Jones type] 
of revival preachers displayed by so many weak-minded people 
as to encourage the belief that they regard a life of vice and dis
sip ltion to be a much better preparation for a first-class evangel
ist than the entire curriculum of the most renowned university 
or school of theology. 

THE LECTURE TOUR. 

Following are the dates of S. P. Putnam's lectures as at present 
determined: 
Los Angeles, April 21, San Francisco, May 5, 12,19, 
L~moore, April 28, Boulder Creek and vicinity, May, 

Visalia, April 29, 30, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 

Oleander, May 1,2, 3, San Francisco, May 26. 


Mr. Putnam will be at Fresno Flats, Grub Gulch, and vicinity the 
first week in June. About the middle of June he will begin 
his Oregon trip, taking in Silverton, Canby, Molalla, Hillsboro, 
Shed's, etc. About the third week in July he will be in Coos 
county, Or. . 

Those desiring lectures will please write at their earliest con~ 
venience, addressing this office. 

Colonel Ingersoll's Story. 

" I'll tell you a story, boys," said Colonel Ingersoll, while wait
ing for the Kerr jury to come in on Friday afternoon. 

Colonel Fellows, Lawyer Bird,Mr.Kerr, and the reporters leaned 
forward expectantly. 

" During the gold days in California," continued the colonel, 
"it was the law that the holder of a claim should be liable to lose 
it if he let it remain idle ten days in succession. Well, there was 
one fellow who had been working faithfully, when he fell sick 
and had to take to his tent. Another fellow came along and 
jumped his claim. The first man pleaded and argued, but the 
other was not to be moved. So when the first man recovered he 
sued the interloper. 

"The case came up before the justice. He was very sorry, 
he told the plaintiff, but the law was absolute on the question, 
and the defendant could not be ousted .. No sooner had he fin
ished than the plaintiff jumped up and hit the defendant a stinging 
blow behind the ear. The defendant fell,over and the plaintiff 
jumped on him and began to pummel him soundly. The con-. 
stable ran up and was trying to part the fighters when the judge 
arose, and, pounding on the desk, yelled to the consta~]e : 

" '---- you, sir, leave them alone! The law is the law, 
but if the gentlemen want to compromise they mustn't be inter
fered with.' " 

The colonel's way of telling it was as good as the story.-New 
York Sun. 

ONE Sunday morning, Mr. Moody, the revivalist, entered a 
Chicago drug store, distributing tracts. At the back of the store 
sat an elderly and distinguished citizen reading a morning news
paper. j\'1r. Moody approached this gentleman and threw one 
of the temperance tracts on the paper before him. The old gen
tleman glanced at the tract, and then, looking up benignantly at 
Moody, asked: "Are you a reformed drunkard?" "No, sir, I 
am notl" cried Moody, 'drawing back, indignantly. "Then why 
in h-- den't you reform ?" quietly asked the old gentleman. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL ATHEISM. 

Spiritus; Psych~, animus, nor less 

Nor m.ore than names, the primal man gave breath. 


It seemed to him self's inner, finer dress, 

in which it came at birth and went at deat.h .... 


Our science has dissolved this robe of air; 
Life was before breath heaved the new-born chest; 

The exhaled breath but waste of life's repair 
Expelled as a used, unwelcome guest. 

Some deem the ether spirit's inner robe; 
That the light-bearer is thought-bearer too, 

And that it does not need the frontal lobe 
Which it did build, and daily does renew. 

I know. it were a pleasing thought, indeed, 
To think of spirit clothed in warmth and light, 

Its movements rapid as the sunbeam's speed, 
Its course as dazzling as the lightning's flight. 

Its contact with the thing it loves complete
An interpenetration each in each-

No fatal consequences to defeat 
Love's raptures ere the promised goal we reach. 

To think that universal thought ind \vells, 
Its vesture these pulsating ether waves, 

That penetrate the brain's' gray, throbbing cells, 
Can feel the wants our hungry being craves; 

Can help us in our utm03t pressing need 
And wills our highest weal, as father kind, 

And loves to grant us what we wisely plead, 
This, sure, were succor to the grief.struck mind. 

These fond illusive fancies once were mine
The child's inheritance from childish age

This universal father, named divine, 
Now seems but fetich of the twilight sage. 

Birth of the fancy of the dreamy East, 
Brahm, phantom spirit of the cosmic whole, 

Still lingers in the. vision of the priest, 
And mystic fount of life and thought and soul. 

But science says the only thought I know 
Is product of a working, wasting brain, 

Renewed by rich red blood in ceaseless flow, 
Refreshed' by sleep, and free from p!'essure's strain. 

Wide guUbetween the ether and the brain
The felt, and that unknown to finest sense. 

For me imagination ~trives in vam 
To join in thought divergence so immense. 

The All is heartless bleak inanity, 
It hears no prayers, is blind to falling tears, 

To praise or blame it were insanity, 
For what to it our few or many years? 

1 stand in awe, but cannot praise or blame 
A power that clothes the fertile fields with grain, 

But wraps the garnered product round with flame, 
That only gives that it may take again. 

If we consider nature in her scope 
She seems indifferent and nothing more. 

She's neither misanthrope nor philanthrope, 
But ananthropic to the very core. • 

She owes her form and attitude to-day 

To unconditioned, all-persistent force; 


Behind the scene I see no free will's play, 

No pilot's hand and eye to guide her course. 


This ceaseless change, this flux and flow of form, 
Is outcome of this endless energy. . .. 

It shapes the clouds that frown above the storm, 
And plies the loom that weaves life's tragedy. 

To us no help can come from yonder sky, 
No spirits hovering round can hear our cry, 

.No heart, save human, feel our sorrow's sigh, 
No hand, save human, wipe a weeping eye. 

In human sympathy is found alone 

Such solace as may come to life's sad lot. 


By kindly eyes, by speech's balmy tone, 

By clinging hands upholding, strength is brol1ght. 


Is this life all? Then let us pitch it high. 
What beauty, sweetness, strength the germs inclose, 

May each unfold in fruitage ere he die, 
And leave a fragrance like the withered rose. 

DAVID BOYD, 

THE SUBjECTION OP WOMAN. 

The con:servativePwtestants and most of the Cath::l1ic clergy 
oppose woman's enfranchisement. They uphold what is called 
the common law of England. This common law is not founded 
on the customs and uSlges which existed prior to the cOI).version 
of the English to Christianity. After St. Augustine came, to 
England and founded the Catholic church the priesthood claimed 
equal rights with the civil officers, and exclusive jurisdiction over 
the relations of the sexes and the morals of the people. In a 
short time the ecclesiastical law of England 'was moulded in 
conformity to the teachings of the fathers of the Catholic church~ 
Tertullian wrote: "Woman thou should'st ever be clothed in rags 
and in mourning, appearing only as a penitent, drowned in te~rs, 
and expiating thus the sin of having caused the fall of the human 
race. \Voman, thou art the gate of the devil; it is thou who hast 
corrupted those whom S~tan dare not attack face to face; it is 
because of thee that Jesus Christ died." _ 

Another father of the L:.ttin church, St. Jerome, is not less ex
travagant: "\Voman, given over to herself, is not slow to fall 
into impurity. A woman without reproach is more rare than· 
the phenix. Woman is th~ gate of the devil, the road to iniquity,' 
the sting of the scorpion, in a word, a dangerous sp~cies." "Wo
man has no comprehemiJn of goodness," adds Saint Gregory'the 
Great 

Saint Augustine authorized every husband to slap his wife in 
the face. The Council of Toledo, in the year 400, allowed a 
married clerk, whose wife had sinned, to confine her in the house, 
to make her to fast, and to chastise her, without however attempt
ing her life. 

The canon law also permitted husbands to inflict correction on 
their wives, and this was not a cause for separation unless the cor-· 
recti on exceeded its legitimate "limits. 

The Council of Macon; in 58r, asked of itself whether woman 
has a soul or not. The Council of Carthage decreed that a 
woman could not receive any ecclesiastical order, and however 
holy and learned she might be she could not baptize or even 
speak in the church.' . 

The Council of Nantes, in 650, decreed she could not ap
proach the altar or fouch the sacred vessels, nor wait upon the 
ministers of the church, nor burn incense. 

By the canon law it made bigamists, heretics, the excommuni
cate, the incestuous, and women, incapable of benefices and offices. 
The canon law for·bade women to become surety for another, or 
to act as arbitrator. 

Women could not bring an accusation, unless it might be in 
order to pursue the remedy for an injury done to her. Her ac
cusation never had any validity against an ecclesiastic. She could 
neither plead nor act as attorney in a judicial proceeding, nor 
testify in court, nor act as judge. According to the canon law a 
woman's deposition was unworthy of credence. The reason for 
this legal incapacity of women is found in the following pre
cepts of the church and the canon law: "Woman was not created 
in the image of God, hence she ought to veil her face." " It 
was Adam who was betrayed by Eve, and not Eve by Adam. It 
is then just that man should be the master of woman thathe may 
not fall again through the wiles of woman." "The law demands 
that women shall be subject to men, and that they shall be al
most as their servants." . 

The early Christian church of England recognized the right of 
abbesses to hold church property, to act as the head of religious 
institutions~ and to sign charters on a footing with the abbots; but 
when foreign prelates, after the time of William the Conqueror, 
came in and assumed the position of high justiciar, or lord chan
cellor, they modified the ancient "English common law so that 
women were regarded as inferior to men, and a married womln 
as civilly dead. 

Lord Coke, following the rules of the ecclesiastical law, ruled 
strongly against the rights of married women. It was enouo-h for 
him to find a scriptural text which sustained the subjugation of 
woman to man. 
. E~ery conservative judge who reveres Coke, and every eccle

SIastIC w~o can find a scriptural text justifying the subjection of 
woman, IS opposed to recognizing the equality of woman in civil 
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and political rights with man. They insist that the married 
woman must submit to the husband, must depend upon him for 
protection and support, and would restore in this territory, if they 
could, the ecclesiastical common law of England. 

In the early years of this century, women were sold at the 
sham bles of Smithfield, England, and at other points as cattle are 
sold, for a few pennies, a drink of rum, or a piece of tobacco. 
\Ve have outgrown such barbarities in this country. At the same 
time many men are gO illiberal that they are ready to join hands 
with the priests and with the church to keep women in political 
and civil subjection. 

In contrast with these ideas are the declarations of the follow
ing statesmen and philo )ophers : 

In 1790, Condorcet, in his treatise on the admission of women 
to the rights of citizenship in France, says: "Now, the rights of 
men result solely from the fact that they are rational beings, sus
ceptible of acquiring moral ideas and reasoning on those ideas. 
Women, having the same qualities, have the same equal rights. 
Either no one individual of the human kind has true rights, or 
all have the same, and one who votes against the right of another, 
whatever be that other's religton, color, or sex, from that moment 
forfeits his own:" 

Herbert Spencer says: "However much the giving of politi
cal power to women may disagree with our notions of propriety, 
we conclude that, being required by that first prerequisite to 
grea~er ha.ppiness, the law of equal freedom, such a concession 
is unquestionably right and good." . ' 

Abraham Lincoln says: "I go for all sharing the privilege of 
the government who assist in bearing its burdens, by no means 
excluding women.". '. 

Thomas Paine S3.ys: "The right of voting- for representatives 
is the primary right by which other rights are protected. To take 
away this right is to reduce m:m to a state of slaverv, for slavery 
consists in being subject tq the will of another." W. S. BUSH. ' 

Seattle, W. T. 

NEW YORK LETTEU. 

Our self-constituted Centennial Celebration C Immittee is not 
having the sweetest time in the world. These gentlemen may 
be the most patriotic men in the Union, and the most self-sacri
ficing in this town, still the bulk of people are displeased with 
their actions, and accuse them of I-am-ism. I think the presi
dent is the only one they have consulted, but then he is rather' 
an important personage in this to-be 'show. They snubbed our 
legislature, but were brought up to a sharp corner by proposed 
legislation at Albany. They are now quarreling among them
selves. Stuyvesant Fish and Ward McAllister are having fisti
cuffs on paper. It now looks as if Ward would be "froze out"
the immortal Ward of our noble four hundred. We are now 
asking with bated breath if the common herd-the "hewers of 
wood and drawers of water", of this patrician band of the four 
hundred of our noblest of all-will be permitted to view the great 
work of this god-like committee. For an ordinary man to ob
tain a ticket to the ball is as impossible as for a sinner to enter 
our Father's house. None but those who are able to stand Ward 
McAllister's inspection as to blue blood need apply. The ladies 
to open,the ball,have been selected by this select committee., 
The bluest of hlue blood only has been considered-z: e., as in
terpreted by this band 'of patricians. The descendants of ante
revolution days may, however, be surprised to see in this list the 
name of Mrf-l. William Astor, whose ancestor, old Schermer
horn, and her husband's, John Jacob Astor, came to 'America 
long after the close of the revolutionary war. As this is a centen
nial affair the natural thought is, that none but the descendants 
of revolutionary sire!5 should participate in it prominently. But 
how can New York celebrate anything without an Astor? We 
are toadies, we don't deny it. We worship money, we glory in 
it. Some of our" swells" are the sons' of swill mothers, but 
what do we care if pigs were the pets of those old Dutch women 
so long as those sons are our Knickerbockers, the members of 
our noble four hundred? There stands oUf monument of fame. 
The pigsty of a century ago is a brown-stone front to-day. 

There is a row in the Manhattan Club. Last month there was 
an election of governors. The contest was bitt and ..when tho 

result \vas' made known, fraud and forgery were freely charged. 
Even names have been mentioned; these I forbear repeating 
lest I mi~ht do an injustice. I cannot believe they are culpable. 
An investigating committee has been appointed. A bitter ,feel
ing exists in the club. The 'outcome no one can predict. These 
club rows generally are of short duration, and are of a purifying 
nature. This club is less political than the Union League. 
have several times found its cusine superb. and should regret ex
ceedingly to see a shadow fall on it. I have many warm friends 
among its members. Its influence on politics ought to be good, . 
·as well as great. All our Democratic leaders in the CIty are 
found there. Mayor Grant will soon be called on to show his 
mettle. City Chamberlain Ivins has placed his resignation in the 
mayor's hands. A number of the heads of the de'partments' 
terms end on May 1. Grant will be measured by these appoint
ments; this is the event of his official life. It is to be hoped he 
will thing only of the city's good. 

Business drags. There is no snap in any line. A dull sum
mer is predicted. Winter wheat is looking well. The spring is 
some three weeks earlier in the northwest than last year, which 
promises a larger acreage of spring wheat. Wall street has not 
yet discounted this hope. There seems to be no power able to 
lift the stock market. EUDoRus. 

New York, April 19, 1889. 

THE MONUMENT TO GIORDANO BRUNO. 

As a general rule, I do not favor the tendency to hero-'lvorship 
as expressed in the desire to erect monuments to those who trod 
the thorny path of persecution for our welfare, feeling that by 
carrying forward the thought and work of their lives, we by em
ulation accord them the highest po.)sible recognition. But all 
rules have exceptions, and the most notable exception in history 
is that of the grand proto-martyr of Freethought, Giordano 
Bruno. My reasons why Liberal Americans should honor 
Bruno's memory are: 

I. No true recognition has ever been given the bravest hero 
who ever died to benefit man. 

, 2. The popular mind-especially in America-concedes to 
Galileo the honors which properly belong to Bruno, as the fust 
public advocate of the plurality of worlds. 

3. This projected monument involves the conflict between 
the pa.pal and Secular power which has been waging in the 
Eternal· City since the pope was stripped of his temporal 
power, and the erection of the monument will be a mortal 
offense to the now toothless lion that wags his impotent jaws in 
the seat where his predecessors sat who made fuel of Bruno's 
body to stop Freethought in Italy. 

4. It will be a warning to those who desire to transplant the 
wariing Romish pmver into the more fertile soil of our American 
republic that we know something of its history and diabolical 
acts wherever it has held sway. 

It is a shame that the name of Galileo-after his inglorious 
recan~ation-is yet more familiar, and attracts greater attention 
and esteem as the first public advocate of the Copernican system 
of astronomy, than that of the intrepid martyr who preceded him 
to a terrible but honorable death at the stake- Giordano Bruno. 

The sixteenth century was an epoch of marvelous intellectual 
activity-a revolt against the long-continued mental thralldom 
which preceded it. Never before had so many fertile brains 
thrown broadcast their thoughts; but the meteoric figure which 
now looms up higher than all his contemporaries is that of the 
fearless young orator, Bruno. He. not only was the first during 
the Christian era to publicly advocate the plurality of worlds and 
show that the stars were suns shining by their own light, but he 
purposely placed that theory in the most obnoxious light before 
the all powerful ecclesiastics, by adding the assumption of their 
habitability and his own philosophical deductions thereon. This 
knight-errant of the now modern philosophy antedated Galileo 
over thirty years, and it was charged that the professor of Padua 
was reviving the heresy for which Bruno was burnt. Bruno 
anticipated many of the most" advanced" solutions of modern 
science, and he is still the source from whence several celebrated 
thinkers draw their inspiration at the present day. 

It was fit that Bruno should have been born in the village of 
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Nolau, under the flames and amid the thunders of Vesuvius, 
for the mere question of erecting a monument to the memory of 
this linguist, orator, philosopher, satirist, dramatist, and poet, has 
so agitated the Eternal City that it is now mooted that the holy 
father may move to Madrid. At last the municipal' council of 
Rome has granted permission for the erection of this long-de
ferred tribute to the Freethought martyr" on the Campo de Fiori, 
the sacred spot where the noble Bruno was burnt. 

As the whole world was benefited by his dauntless life and 
honored by his heroic death, the monument has an international 
character, and American Freethinkers are asked to contribute 
their q:.Iota. Let it be done quickly and generously, for the 
money is needed at once if the work is to be finished in May. 
Many will remember that the project was started some four or 
five years ago, but was delayed and "additional expense incurred 
because of the refusal of the municipality to allow the monument 
to be erected. Among the' European contributors were Victor 
Hugo, Herbert Spencer, Ernst Haeckel, Ernst Renan, Emile 
Castetu, Professor Buchner, and other eminent individuals in 
science and letters The American committee are Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, D~niel G. Thompson, 
Thos. Davidson. 

I am informed that the students of Rome had a grand pro
cession on the dav the decision was announced that the monu
ment might be erected. . 

At fifteen years Bruno entered a convent of the Dominican 
order, but soon rebelled against the rules; later on, his imagin
ative and speCUlative mind began to work, and the walls of his 
narrow cloister became too circumscribed. He had been a close, 
indefatigable student; was master of many languages. Finally 
he began to disbelieve the dogmas of the church, and he found 
means of escape. He had studied books, now he studied men 
and nature more. Lecturing before universities in Geneva, 
Toulouse, Lyons, Paris, Berlin, or London, wherever he spoke' 
he was at first greeted with outbursts of applause, but this was gen
erally succeeded by shouts of fury and maledictions, for he was 
sure to be followed by the wily officers of the church. Neverthe
less, he boldly proclaimed his" impious heresy" on the spot where 
Servetus was burnt and Vanini met his martyrdom. London was 
his only place of safety, and there he did the larger portion of 
his writing, and becoming the fast friend of Sir Philip Sidney, 
dedicated to him his" Spaccio dell Bestia Triumphante." The 
intellectual atmosphere of London chilled the fervid Freethinker. 
He wandered back to the continent, was offered the hospitality 
of a Venetian" nobleman," and this despicable host, through his 
priestly confessor, betrayed his guest to the officers of the In
quisition. Bruno was as bold, audacious, and unflinching be
fore his accusers, as he was brilliant in propounding his philoso
phy. Add to his learning his extraordinary beauty of person, 
his gallant bearing, his black, kindling eyes as eloquent as his 
speech, a face of classic delicacy of outline, and what wonder 
his Romish persecutors dreaded his influence? He must be 
made to recant-that would be a triumph for the church better 
than his death. For seven long, weary years this man was kept 
in a dungeon, with no books, no companionship but the regular 
visits of his tormentors to see if he were ready to say the one 
word between him and the blue sky-recant. But this damp 
and death-dealing dungeon could not subdue the heroic soul of 
Bruno. When finally brought for the last time before his ac
cusers, standing chained before them," arguing still on his theories 
with an eloquence almost irresistible, until condemned to that 
most d~abolical of deaths, he only turned with sllpreme indiffer
ence on his executioners, and said: "This sentence gives you 
more alarm than it gives me." He felt himself at this supreme 
hour stronger than all the power of Rome. Contemplate-such 
a character if you can without the throb of enthusiasm I 

Most men may by circumstances be taught to be valiant, but 
it is generally when the blood is stirred by the cannon's roar, the 
rattle of musketry, and the clash of battle; but to meet a most 
horrible death with a smile, as Bruno did, is the concentrated 
essence of heroism. The Christian martyrs were buoyed up by" 
fond hopes of heavenly rewards. Not so Bruno. He expected 
nothing, hoped for nothing, and still he met his fate-the most 
adverse and terrible, This was the year of the Romish jubilee, 

when the holy city was thronged with pilgrims from all over the 
world, and the burning of Bruno was one of the attractions for 
this crowd of worse than cannibal Christians. See this valiant 
Freethinker, to whom life might mean so much, led to the 
stake I No consolation of compa.nionship, supported by no fol
lowers, gladdened by no approving smile, inspired by no kiss, 
refreshed by no tear, here is a picture of sublime heroism never 
equaled in history. Bruno died that truth might live. \Vill 
American Liberals do themselves and their cause a perpetual 
honor by aiding this monument? E. A. STEVENS. 

We Give it Up. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
It is not my purpose to intrude spiritualistic facts into the columns of 

a Freethought paper; but your explanation of the Fred Evans slate 
writing prompts m! to say a word for the writing occurring in the 
presence of Dr. Stansbury, who is now in this city. 

I called on the doctor and his pleasant lady last Monday, and en
gaged a sitting for the next morning. vVe were unknown to each other. 
I had seen them at an evening reception over a year ago, but they did 
not rem:!mber me, and I would not have recognized them. The doctor 
did not know the names of my former friends. 

vVhen washing the slates, which process I watched critically, he asked 
if I desired to write the names of the friends with whom I wished to com
municate. This I declined, saying I would be glad to hear from any 
one who desired to write for me. Then he put some small pieces of 
pendl between two slates. He held them by one end, and I the other, 
above the table. In a few seconds I could hear the scratching of a pencil 
and feel the slate vibratmg in my hand; but I held my grip firmly, look
ing at the doctor all the while. In fact, we were talking as unconcernedly 
as though nothing was going on. 

In a iew minutes the writing ceased. Then I opened" the slates and 
found six messages, written with different colored pencils, and five faces 
sketched with pencils. To these messages were appended the names of 
three of my dearest friends, one being my daughter, another her father, 
my former husband, neither of whom were .known by anyone in Cali
fornia. How did Dr. Stansbury get those names? . The other messages 
were of matters of which the doctor knew nothing, pertaining to my 
business. 

Then his telegraphy was equally remarkable. The key board of his 
instrument is inclosed in a box, on the lids of which he holds his hands 
when the message is being" tickea out" by the machine. Not under
standing telegraphy, I could not translate the sounds; but the first mes
sage was from my nephew, a telegraph operator who had been ac
cidentally killed in St. Louis eight years ago. "'Your nephew was 
named George Hunt," the doctor said, as soon as the sounding ceased. 
Then George gave, or purported to give, me messages from seven other 
friends, which were very satisfactory. Dr. Stansbury now finds him to 
be a superior operator; and so he was. How did Dr. Stansbury know 
it? I had never mentioned his name to a living person in California. 
This slate and these messages I have in my possession. But no one 
need take my word for it. Let them apply to Dr. Stansbury and test 
the matter themselves, if they so desire. If not, there is no offense. 

Being a radical Liberal, I believe in freedom before anything. Yours 
for scientific truth. MARY A. WHITE. 

San Diego, Cal. 
P. S.-By the way, Samuel P. Putnam has been here and given us 

four grand lectures. His audience steadily increased while here, and 
when he comes back it will be difficult to get a hall large enough for 
him. Colonel Ingersoll will have to look to his laurels if Mr. Putnam 
continues in the field. Old orthodoxy was never stirred up as he has 
stirred it on his last visit. We are hoping to have him come again. 

M.A.W. 

WOMAN to beggar: "Now, I am glvmg you this bread for 
God's sake." Beggar to woman: "Well, for Christ's sake, put a 
bit of butter on it." 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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Lord, visit them wha did employ him,Holy Willie's Prayer.ANNOUNCEMENT. And pass not in thy mercy by 'em,o Thou, wha in the heavens dost dwell, Nor hear their pray'r:Wha, as it pleases best thysel',I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California But, for thy people's sake destroy 'em,Sends ane to heaven, and ten to hell, that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif And dinna spare.
A' for thy glory, 

of. It is simple ill construction, will be rnn by 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 

But, Lord, remember me an' mine 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 

And no for onie guid or ill 
\Vi' mercies temp'ral an' divine, 

the defects in other family driers-especially 
They've done afore thee-

That I for gear an' grace may shine,I bless and praise thy matchless m;ght, EKcell'd by nane,the Zimmerman, which I have used and under Whan thousands thou hast left in night, An' a' the glory shall be thine, stand well. That I am here afore thy sight, Amen, Amen. -ROBERT BURNS.A model of the above dryer is on exhibition For gifts an' grace, 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. A burning an' a shining light,

Mr. Redstone will. explain its construction, To a' this place.
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com What was I, or my generation, 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this That I should get such exaltation? 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. I, wha deserve such just damnation, 

For broken laws, 
Five thousand years 'fore my creation 

Thro' Adam's cause.RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
When fra my mither's womb I fell, The Present and the Future Thou might hae plunged me into hell, 


Republic of North America 
 To gnash my gums, to weep and wail, 
In burning lake, 

BY A CAPITALIST. Where damned devils roar and yell, 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
 Chain'd to a stake. 
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To show thy grace is great and ample; 
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the future Republic of North America, as it will 
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 

o Lord, thou kens what zeal I bear, *This Is a full-bodied diamond, set 80 that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.When drinkers drink, and swearers swear,be when society shall be organized on the princi Sent to any address. prel'aid. and guaranteed as repre·

ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig And singing here, and dancing there, lented or money refunded, address, 
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Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. For I am keepit by thy fear, 
Free frae them a'. 
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But yet, 0 Lord! confess I must, GIRARD'S .WILL ManU{lolcturers and Dealers 	 inAt times I'm fash'd wi' fleshly lust, 
An' sometimes, too, wi' warIdly trust-AND PAPERS!

Vile self gets in; 
But thou remembers we are dust, Manila, Book, ]·jnvs, Hardware, l.f/rappingGirard College Theology. 

Defil'd.in sin. PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
An Expose Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
* * * * 

41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., 5. F. 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

May be thou lets this fleshly thorn 
Beset thy servant e'en and morn, 


churches and Young Men's 
 Lest he owre high and proud should turn, 

Christian Associa 'Cause he's sae gifted; WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

If sae, thy hand maun e'en be borne, 
Until thou lift it. 

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. The Falae Teachings of the Christian· Church.Lord bless thy chosen in this place, Price, 10 cents.Price $1. Addre!l'S, Putnam & Macdonald. 
For here thou hast a chosen race; 

But God confound their stubborn (ace~ 
 Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

CHURCH AND STATE. And blast their name, 

Wha bring thy elders to disgrace, 
 The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents.

--"
And public shame.THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC The Catholic Church and the Public Schools 

Lord, miud Gawn Hamilton's desarts, Price, 5 cents.SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 
He drinks, an' swears, and plays at cartes, Was Jesus Insanel Price, 10 cents.AMERICAN PARTY, Yet has sae monie takin' arts, 

\-Vi' great an' sma, 
Frae God's ain priests the people's hearts THE OPEN 	COURT,A CRITICISM BY "JEFFERSON." He steals awa'. PUBLISHED BY

Price, 10 cents. Address An' when we chasten'd him therefor, The. Open Court Publishing Co~pany,PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 	 ThOll kens how he bred sic a splore, 

As set the warId in a roar 
 Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 

O'laughin' at us; P. O. Drawer F. 
Curse thou his basket an' his store, J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor.

Kail an' potaters. 
The Open Court is a. weekly journal de voted 

··The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing Lord, hear my earnest cryan' pray'r, to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption Against that presbyt'ry 0' Ayr; The founder and editor have found this concilia
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, Thy strong right hand, Lord, make it bare tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. Upo' their heads; the main object of The Open Court. 

Lord weigh it down, and dinna spare, The Open Court has for its contributors the Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the For their misdeeds. leading thinkers of the old and new world.biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo	 , 
Translations from the most prominent authorslogically denominated "the 	{all." Price 10 o Lord my God, that glib-tongued Aiken, 

of Europe have been procured, and efforts areMy very heart and· saul are quakin',.cents. 
made to present the very best and most advancedTo think how we stood sweatin', shakin',The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, An'swat wi' dread,passages of scripture claimed to predict the and economic questions.While he wi' hingin lips gaed snakin,coming of Christ has any reference to him. ,~Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months.An' hid his head.

Price, 15 cents. Address 50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. Lord, in the day of vengeance try him: cents. Sample copies sent free on application 

http:Defil'd.in
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS 'WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING,' WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carerully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in ~(s U!l~;.an.d.who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.So; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $n, $12.50, $IS.50, and $19.So. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In besr open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.So; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine· engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; 11 jewels; $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.So; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV_ cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best' stores .., All filled cas~s guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEI3RATKQ "OTTO .WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Stlver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 dsewh~re). Inopen.face,- dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., goldcap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in I4-~arat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; I4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line,. and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $So; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to app·roval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented .. 

RI ~GS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Sdect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better go<?ds. 

. SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses '$1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

" Gold do., $5 and ' 6.00 Solid. coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles . ·3°
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4·5 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·5 
<6 Rogersllros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
-". Teaspoons. 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15·00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or. money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs.. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand_ miles as ~afely as orie. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

uNature's Work is Done." 

When half of Na!ure's work was done, 
Just formed the stars, the glowing sun, 

And softly blushing skies; . 
And wide across earth's dewy lawn 
Gleamed the first glances of the morn, 

And flowers began to rise; 
Clad in her robes of tender green 
Delighted Nature viewed the scene, 

Pleased with each novel form; 
And from each sweetly blooming flower, 
From hill and vale and shady b(,wer, 

She called some lovely charm. 
She took the balmy violet's blue, 
The sweet carnation's mellow hue, 

Rich with the tears of night~ 
Though the young beams of ril;ing day 
Had melted half those tears away 

In its first stream of light. 
And now in majesty arrayed, 
Her last, her failest work, she made 

Almost a seraph's frame; 
.To animate this form was given 
A gentle spirit sent from heaven, 

And Woman was her name. 
Hark! hark! she speaks, and silver strains, 
Melodious, floating o'er the plains, ' 

A thrilling joy impart; , 
A nightmgale has caught the tone 
And made that melting voice his own, 

That vibrates un the heart. 
Fair Nature cast her glance around 
The glowing ·sky, the flowery ground, 

The day diffusing sun; 
On woman last, her beauteous child, 
She gazed, and said, with accents mild, 
"Now Nature's work is done." 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in bis 
Iilpecialty) as his practil'6 will 
surel¥ prove. The Doctor 
treats all thofle peculiar dis
ea8~S of young and middle
aged men such as seminal 
weakness. impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretiolt and 
igllOftnce of youtb. Those who 
are ailing ShflUld send ten (10 
cents for ·bis book, "Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE (JURE 

The book is worth' many 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion· and the affiicted for relief. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDR.EADON,. , of Edinhurgh, Soot-

I; ~ ,l2rr':,G:~,,~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1 :;,tn:~, ~~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:f~CLt~e.r~~ 
.tt."r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1t I.. nc,v, 1It:II'U I "r.:, a .nd , 'ery lnllltructlve." 

& Lt the most poilu.ar a.nd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y::"I: ~I~e~~t!:u:~ ~llI:lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~':Uooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 

Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by whIch tf:cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors. physICians, clergymen, crib::;;, and literat I 

T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjCCLB {'SpeciAlly import nt to young me N 

eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interestin Q 


4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW·F EATURE Just intr<?duccd, consists of a ~rj..
l~ul ~bnrt•• inftvecolo gua~nt.Ctc'<lt'.u~~ri~~~i- ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ . 
war phYlliologiCtll book. ar:td rendering it Rltnin the mo~t ntrrnctive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we a!rcady found 1\ ~..ld m.lne in i~ :Hr. 
work for Koehler wntt:R: .. I 11(1111 the ftr.;t Sill: boQkg ill two 
hours." Many agents take 50 or 100 at once, at special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anctFREE~lu(> circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. M01~ 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print a.nd illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 ditrerence is in paper IUld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J~rk. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., ~ Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, T~xl\s•. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The book spoken uf sent sealed 

AdLlress, DR. }{. P. FELLOW'S, VINELAND, NEW JERSKY 
t;ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

L.I!'rom the Wal!hington National View.] 
nr. Felluws. of Vineland, .New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Sillliliar advertisements from unreliable 

E~~~~~~~~TIo~~~! ~~~i:li~tl~~ ~~ i~~s:~!ast~grr~~:i
in hi.s professiun, and the encomiums showered UDon him 
publicly as well as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high apprec.ation and confidence hiS long and conscien
tious devotion to hill' specialties in his profession bave 10 
justly merited for ),im. and it is safe to tmst him. 

A ~'e"limonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12,1888 . 

. DR. J.t. P: FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
IS working like a cbarm. I am completely surprised the WilY 
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been ~sing it one week. 
a!ld tbat weaknesss, (semmal weakness) IS coming out all 
nght. Yours res[,ectfully, J. R. 

REl!tIARKs-Tbe above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young, middl",·aged and elderly men, suffering froni 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known. 
remedies for this class of di~eases. As I am an Ollt and·out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will giTe me 
their patronage, and noli waste their time and money on 
Christian doctora. DR. FELLOWS. 

http:De(�ll.lI
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

l\1erchant Tailor 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and RroaJway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECIALTY. 

!{earny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPIIONE No. 6:>5 

.P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Ro6'ers & Chilstrom.) 

Commercial Business and Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 413 Montgomery St.; Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

' SA~ FltANCISCO, CAL. 

BUSINESS· OPPICB,1.1. POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 

N Wand S W CorDers Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


. Telephone 1.950." 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. ' JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F.· 

Twentieth Century. 

Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 

Regeneration. 


HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. . 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religiou!; and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

Sample copies fru. All su6scribers will 
receive a copy of Mr. Pmtecost's book, "What 

Bdieve." 'Address 
Twentieth Century Publishing Co.,! . ' 

. NO.4 Warren street, ·New York. 

THE LATEST FAL\SHIONS 


~~INBSS SUITS POR.................................................... $25.00 

PAN~~ SUITS FOR ...................................................... " 35.00 

TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C:E1.A.S. F. :BU:Fl.O-Dl.J:.A.N". 

. TAILOR, 
-101 ' PIPTH STREET 101.

P. A. CLARK. ClIAS•. w. CLARK 

RE1\1SBURU"s 'WORKS. 

DIAMOND VALLE Y F'alse Claims. centsPrice 10 cents singly; 75 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

NURSERIES. unexcelled. Among the subjects consi(lered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .--latistics, showing the creeds 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Chun:h and Learning; the ChurchNURSERYMEN. 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti~slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; tht: Church and the Re
publio • Oatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
_.Jefferson, and l-ranklin. l'rice J5 cents. .8p~cialty. 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 

Have at ThE-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. Prostitution; Murder; Wars of L onquest and 

Extermination; Despotism; Intolel ance and 
Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 

to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
Special Attention Given to Planting rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po

and Caring of Orchards lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
and Vineyards. cy; Ignorance and idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 

Address single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities.CLARK BROS., Sabbath-Breaking. () This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The queslion is discussed 

"ELIJAH!" "Yes, sir." "The country under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-

P. O. Box 0, Scm Jacinto, C,al 

batic Idea; the Jewish Sabba!h; the Christian
has apparently heard of the appointment of Scdptures and the Sabbalh; Examination of 
the great Irish patriot, Mr. Patrick Egan, to "'unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
the Chilean mission." "Yes, sir; it has, bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; Ihe 
indeed." "It will be a long time, Elijah, Sabbath during the Mi(ldle Ages; the Puritan 
before Grover Cleveland can distance us'f Sabbath; Testimony of l hristian Reformers, 

• ..'1 Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday
he dld attend the last anmversary meetmg Laws C Price. 2, cents: 6 copIes. $1. 

of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, I flatter Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 

myself." -":Puck. . . . . 504 Kearny ~t. San Prancisc 


THEY' were passing under the elevated ORDER THEM OF ELMINA.
railroad, and the din was almost deaf~n Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary
ing. "This bustle makes my head ache," Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
she said. "Probably," observed he, "if you Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
were to wear a smaller one-" "Sir!" she Clergyman's Victims, 25ce'nts; John'S Way, 15 

cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Dianaindignantly cried, "I mean the noise con
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents.fuses me." "I beg your pardon," stammered Address, E. D. SLENKER,

h~.-Time. , Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

I 
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YONE SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


The Book that the American Missionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and an Unsparing Exposure' of the Missiol~ary Business In Ja.pan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FREETIIOUGHT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S 'W'ORKS.. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Goldeh Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. 'A new Ame;ican story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich. with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the Hvne- spirit of to.day."-J'0Rn Sw~nton'lP..... 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
wilh a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion and purity of thought which rank Mr. 

..Put~am as a genuine poet. "-TJu llJl;v,ru, 
Sail Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attraclive."-Dr. Ft1ote's Health 
lIIonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
l"t is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Bosto" 
InrJl!stil'ator_ 

1 H t:. OR 0 ER 0 F CR EATtO.N, I
A I'iscnssion hdwcen .Glndstolle, Huxley,. Muller, Linton, 'I 
l:enlle 011 the Vou111ct between Gencs18 and Geology. 
Price, flO ccuta. 	 I 

. 7'815 WORLD. 
No. ·1,1 6, COSMIAN HYMN BOOK. 

Tune, "Harp that once through Tara's Halls." 
1. 	How much there is that's beautiful 

In thisJair world of ours! 
The verdure of the early spring, 
Th~ sweetly blooming flowers; 

The l?rook that dances in the light, 
The birds that carol free, 

Are objects beautiful and bright, 

That everywhere we see. 


2'. 	The fairy spell that childhood wears, 
Its artlessness and truth; 

The light that live3 within the eye, 
And in the smile of youth; 

The impress or the manly brow, 
Wrought with a shade of care, 

That tell of high and noble thoughts-
How beautiful thev are. 

3. 	And life-how much is shed around 
To bless and cheer us here, . 

. When energy and strength are found 
Its lesser ills to bear! 

Although a cloud may sometimes rise, 
A shadow sometimes rest 

Upon our earthly pathway, still 

'Tis beauti(ul and blest. 


HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris. 
Ing all that relates to the progress of the Christian reli. 
gion in "The Historj of the Derline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vindication (never b('fore published in 
this country) of some passages in the 16th and 16th chap
ters, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum 
DOtes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman. "an English Church. 
mao," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 8M pa,lreB. 
Cloth. With Eogravinga. Price, $1 50. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL~ 8 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the national an. 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; Ii cop
lei, 25"centl; 25 copies, tL 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
:>r Laws of the Moral and Phyalcal World. B,. BaroII 
D'Selbr.cla. A DeW' and imprond editioa, with acMea bl 
DWeNt. !'we .oaa.. III... !'doe,,, 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTION OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

Price ."." .......•.............. $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles -. 
--from-

The North American Review 
-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by :Putnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility,and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant· and I 
desire above all that under the appear~nce of 
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 
• 12 mo.~ 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
IDi;S. Pnce, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 
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SAN' FR:ANCISCO, MAY 4, 1889. 

THE Chronicle honored itself, but must have surprised the pub
lic, by publishing last Sunday a portrait of Thomas Paine among 
those of other RevoJutionary heroes. 

J. CHRIST is the name of a man who keeps a wayside house on 
the San Bruno road, San Francisco. When he turns water into 
wine the process is not regarded as miraculous. 

IT sometimes costs more to get missionaries home from 
heathen lands than it cost originally to send them out. The 
Revs. Taylor, Edwards, and Hooper, who were captured by 
Bilshiris and held for ransom, have been released on the payment 
of £1,000, the sum demanded by their captors, in default of 
which the cannibals of Zanzibar would have eaten them. As an 
exchange remarks, it is a high price for meat. 

AFTER all that the Spiritualists have said and done in defense 
of Theosophy, Madam Blavatsky's letter to the national Theo
sophical convention at Chicago denouncing Spiritualists as enemies 
and "blind worshipers of illusionary phantoms of the dead" 
sounds rather inconsiderate, not to say ungrateful. Believers in 
the philosophy of Spiritualism might retort by saying that Theos
ophists are as a nlIe blind worshipers of Madam Blavatsky. 

THE writer of" Undertones" in the Chronicle says, with refer
ence to the Samoan wrecks: "And every now and again the storm 
sweeps ships and men out of existence, the earthquake shakes 
down our buildings, the flames carry everything before them, 
and when the storm and the earthquake and fire are over, a still 
small voice seems to whisper to trembling mankind, 'I am still 
h~re.'" It is some comfort to know that the author of the "still 
small voice" is still here. From his inactivity when he might 
make himself useful it is sometimes inferred that he has taken 
to the woods. 

WHF.NEVER the queen of England devotes a penny to any chari
table object the event is telegraphed across the Atlantic at con
siderable expense: to publishers of American newspqpers, and 
Anglomaniacs sing" God Sa~e the Queen." As an instance 
Victoria recently sent £50 to the families of anumber of fisher
men drowned during a severe gale, and toadying newspapers 

gushed over the circumstance with the usual amount of drivel. 
All authorities agree, however, that the queen is penurious as a 
miser, and what she gives to charity comes not from her heart, 
but from an allowance of £13,000 made annually from the govern
ment for eleemosynary purposes. 

LAST week in San Francisco was not destitute of exciting events. 
One hoodlum shot another dead upon the street; a pugilist met 
his death in a slogging match; a prize fight between a white and 
colored ruffian convulsed the community; several non-fatal 
shooting scrapes, involving more or less scandal, took place; a 
woman was decapitated by a horse-car; a policeman who had 
committed murder was found guilty of manslaughter; and during 
the whole time a revolting case of blackmail occupied the atten
tion of the courts. The reversion to old-time lawlessness suggests 
the necessity of old-time methods of repressing crime. 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

'NiH lecture in San Francisco, Sundays, 
May 5, 12, 19, and 26, 1889, 

--AT-

UNION SQUARE HALL 

42 I Post Street. 
SUBJEcrs: 

SUNDAY EVE., MAY 5, "The Past .and The Present." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Norwalk pursues the even tenor of its way. It'lies in the sun
shine, and the waves of speculation have seldom dashed upon its 
shores. Nevertheless it is a balmy spot and all kinds of fruits 
flourish in its broad meadows, edged with eucalyptus groves. So 
far as producing is concerned, these lands are as valuable as any 
in California. The village has not grown much since I was here 
two years ago, but the look is ahead. One would not think that 
this little burg could give much of a Freethought assembly, and 
perhaps if I depended simply upon the u town" I might not 
have had a baker's dozen, but the country is well settled all 
about, and from this rural territory our supplies are drawn. 

The orthodox under the championship of the South Methodist 
church endeavored to " freeze" us out, or perhaps warm us out, 
by a series of revival meetings. They had imported a kind of 
" Sam Jones" from Georgia who could make the rafLers ring 
with' thunder tones. They also gathered in a choir of young 
people, and everything on their side was U joy and festive." The 
meeting-house was full, and some conversions made, and it did 
look as if they had the u swim." But our hall was crowded 
along side the sanctuary itself, and it was a drawn b~ttle so far as 
numbers were concerned. Such increased interest was mani
fested in Freethought that three lectures were given instead of 
two, and the audiences were larger each succeeding evening. 1 
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have· not had the inspiration of hope and progress anywhere 
more than in this unambitious hamlet. 

There is a large sprinkling of Liberals in Norwalk, but, as is 
generally the case, a few have to do all the work, but the work 
proves effective and the results are favorable, and more will be 
ready to bear the burden hereafter. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Coward and family make a goodly host 
for the Liberal cause-down to the baby, who has made its ad
vent since my last visit, and has no shadow of orthodoxy amidst 
its smiles and tears. Mr. Coward has been proof against many 
a boycott, for he has never kept his Liberal opinions in the back
ground. A few years ago it was proposed to keep him off the 
election board because he was an Infidel, but nothing of that 
kind is thought of now, and he is one of the officials of the 
county and has the privilege of ·taxing church property to its 
full value. Mrs. Coward is equally a whole-souled Liberal, and 
the children partake of the natural air of liberty. 

I also had generous entertainment at the ranch of Samuel G. 
Baker. Mr. Baker is a philosopher who has left professional 
life for the felicities of agriculture, but he has brought with him 
a fund of information which is quite remarkable. He has 
studied the human body with keen observation, and through the 
body discovers the laws of mind, and there is not much ortho
doxy, although there may be a sprinkling of religious sentiment, 
in his theories of man's origin and destiny. He came from 
England thirty years ago, and opened up this land when it was 
comparatively a wilderness, and has made a beautiful homestead. 
Mrs. Baker is entirely outside the orthodox fold, but lingers 
amid the dreams of immortality, which were born before ortho
doxy, and will outlast all its ghostly heavens. Dreams are wise 
if one will dream only of the good and happy. The atmosphere 
of Freethought prevails in this hospitable home, and my two 
days' sojourn was one of absolute comfort, where the flowers 
bloom and the tall trees make shadow and music. 

The orthodox had their big choir, but we had our enchanting 
strains also, and Professor S. Holdgate held our fort by the 
magic of his martial reveille. He is a genius in his way, and a 
Liberal to the core. He. can make the tumult of delightful 
sounds flow in exquisite harmony. He was assisted by Miss 
Philips and Professor White, and so, in the musical contest, the 
piano and violin came out ahead of the" psalms and hymns." 
At any rate, the hearty applause of the audience testified that our 
banners were in the front, dancing to the bugle notes. 

James Hay, the village blacksmith, is the good counsellor 
of all. When Christians cannot agree among themselves they 
ask friend Hay to help them out, and yet they say he is going to 
the bad place. Nobody in need ever goes to Hay's shop with
out getting a lift. 

Over forty names signed the roll of the California State· 
Liberal Union. \ We are rolling up a membership of two 
thousand, nearly, and still they come. 

O. D. Thompson, Sen., came all the way from Los Angeles to 
the lectures, and it is good to meet this genial veteran who has 
the enthusiasm of youth in his nature still. Mr. and lYlrs. O. D. 
Thompson, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Vance, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Sproul 
-and in Mrs. Sproul I found a far-off cousin, for whose father 
came from Massachusetts where the genealogical tree doth 
flourish-,E. A. White, of Anaheim, F. Sievert, Geo. W. Car
penter and family, Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Johnston, and others are 
~n the Union roll, and Norwalk will not be in the rear of the 
grand army. 

The meeting at Los Angeles Turnverein Hall, Sunday evening, 
April 2 I, was a grand success. Nearly a thousand people were 
present, and the audience was appreciative of the points made 
concerning the theology of Moody and S:.:tm Jones. At tkle close 
of the lecture it was decided to have a second meeting on Mon
day evening, and this was largely attended. What is needed at 
Los Angeles is a month, or three months' campaign. There are 
thousands of Liberals in this city, but, as it is, a few must do all 
the· work, raise money, and take the chances. vVithout doubt, 
by continued effort, an audience of two thousand could be 
gathered here for Sunday evenings, and eventually a powerful 
society be maintained. When once the necessity for work and 
organization is presented there are hundreds who will cordially 
respond, and when the links of association are made they will 
grow as life itself grows. 

There is no doubt that Los Angeles will be a great commercial 
center. It has the elements of a solid prosperity .. It has a fine 
surrounding country upon which to build. Business is no more 
dull than in the majority of cities East and West. It is the con
trast with the extraordinary rush of the last few years that makes 
it seem as if the bottom had dropped out. But the bottom is 
not dropped out. There is plenty of material yet for a flourish
ing city. Railroads will make this a large depot of exchange. 
When the beautiful valleys and foot-hills are well cultivated this 
will be a vast industrial point, and eternal spring and summer 
will still make attractive to the tourist and dweller alike the land 
of the vineyard and orchard, luxuriant field and musical grov~' 
in whose shadow shimmers a cool retreat from tropic suns . 

. So the ., Queen of the Angels" sha.ll be for reform, for pro
gress, for beauty, and all the old saints shall be redolent of fair 
humanities. 

My sturdy ally, J. E. Clark, keeps whirling the electric batter
ies of thought in his" little church round the corner," and the 
sparks fly. The Liberal spirits find this a useful rendezvous, and 
from the gatherings here much is achieved. The churches en
deavor to bring the "providence of God" to bear upon the un
compromising Freethinker, and break up his business, but so far 
have not succeeded. 

I was quite delighted, on Saturday, to meet here our bishop of 
Troy, Robert Wade, who used to keep things going lively "down 
East" where orthodoxy bears some of its heaviest guns. I re
member when we called upon one of his "canons" or "deacons," 
Peter Granjean, of Cohoes, N. Y., wending our" pastoral" wav 
over the fair hills along the banks of the Hudson, and now w~ 
have met again in the campaign on the other side of the conti
nent, where, over thirty years ago, friend Wade struck these golden 
shores. Since then he has returned and lived for many years 
in Troy, N. Y., but now he comes to his first love, and I guess 
he will stay. He likes California. Mrs. Wade is with him, and 
has been here for several months. Our friends are from Old 
England, but their hearts beat tr\le under the starry flag to the 
genius of the land of liberty. They· will be a merry addition 
to 03r forces on the coast, for they know how to "drive dull care 
away" and make the most of fortune's smiles. 

. Our bright and thoroughly self-sacrificing worker, C. Severance, 
beats against wind and tide with cheerful endurance. He is a 
good comrade as ever was, and knows what the battle of life is. 
His philosophy is wrought from experience and not from fancy. 
His brilliant articles in our various Freethought journals show 
thlt he is a keen ~hinker concerning passing events. He writes 
from th~ standpoint of the independent working man, and r epre
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sents, in the tremendous struggles of modern civilization, the heart 
and mind of a vast multitude. To every earnest man and 
woman there are problems of infinite· significance. Life is a 
greater tragedy than death itself to many as they sweat and toil 
in ·the fields of time. Friend Severance touches these world
problems with the courage and comprehension of sincere con
viclion. 

'B. A. Stephens, whom I met at S:ln Diego, is an enthusiastic 
field officer of reform. He was determined to have a big meet
ing at Los Angeles, and he succeeded. He was ably seconded 
by Severance and Clark-and without the patience and generous 
labors of thMe men.I should not have had .so splendid an audi
ence in TurnTerein Hall. For days they walked the streets to 
interest Liberals and to raise fuuds. The success was beyond all 
expectation, and a great vantage ground is gained for future en
deavors. Mr. Stephens was once a clergyman himself, and he un
derstands the business methods of orthodoxy, and these business 
methods, unlike theology, are based upon hard common sense, 
and can be adopted, many of them, in the Freethought move
ment with good results.. My thanks are due to Mr. Stephens for 
his entiring efforts. 

I was glad to meel again our ardent Prohibitionist Liberal, ,Mr. 
Bruce, who is now settled in Los Angeles in the service of Uncle 
Sam and Dan Cupid. I don't understand how he can be a Pro
hibitionist, but he is a splendid go-ahead Freethinker, and ,has 
his own ideas and sticks to them. He promises a "red-hot" arti
cle for· FREETHOUGHT when the spirit Jlloves, which will be wel
come. 

S. Calhoun still buffets fortune, and would have been a mil!
. ionaire if it hadn't been for the boundless generosity of his heart. 

It is better than gold, however, to greet these magnificent pio
neers of the coast. Friend Hudson runs the Express on good Lib
eral principles, and landed me, safe and sound, at the Southern 
Pacific station. 

I enjoyed the hospitable home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred. S. Luce, 
on the heights which overlook the city. Mrs; Luce is still a mem:" 
ber of the Christian church and likes Christianity in a vague sort 
of way, so long as it presents its good-natured side. But when 
the minister preaches against Freethought, without much regard 
to facts or justice, she becomes anti-Christian, and frankly admits 
that those outside the church are better than those inside of it, 
and has the courage of ·her opinions, and is not afraid to speak 
the plain truth, though baptized into the fold. In fact, she is a 
Freethinker in the best meaning of that word. . 

Mr. Luce, although a young man, is quite a veteran in the 
. cause, and has done good work, especially in the press, with arti
cles of spicy information. He believes that Freethought has a 
future and his highest hopes and activities are for this cause. 

The little girl, Essie Ingersoll Lacy, with her bright eyes and 
smile, proclaims that she,is true to her name, and is born forthe 
sunny downs of freedom. She doesn't like the Sunday-school, 
but she does like the singing-school and the dancing-schools, and 
calls them " glad tidings." 

John Riggin is nearly eighty years of age, but he was at the lec
tures both nights, and so in him the gray of evening is the white 
of dawn. He says that life has been serene to him, and when it 
is over he will have nothing to regret. He has take~ good care 
of John, and John has repaid the benefit with a happy and gen
erous life. . So the account is square, and the sickle of death will 
cut a golden sheaf. Calmly, gently, like a little child, our friend 
passes on to the inevitable without a shadow on his silver path

way. The evening is like the morning. Eugene Riggin, his son, 
also gives good greeting to the secular pilgrim with the 'grip of 
the true Californian, which means a warm heart and a healthy 
brain. 
. Colonel Voss is staunch as ever forthe flag. He and Mr. Clark 

are the pioneers in our cause here, and are as ready as ever to 
push on in spite of difficulties. Colonel Voss is one of the most 
prominent men in the city, and ranks high in his profession. Like 
a loyal soldier he can bear the brunt of the battle through defeat 
to victory. . 

Mr. E. Lemme, father of Secretary Emil Lemme; the Schroe
ders, L. Lichtenberger, L. Schlegel, Thomas Cotton, Harlow 
Gilbert, and many others, good and true, have warmed my heart 
and b~ightened hope, and made the heavens ruddy with the fires 
of advancing day. 

Mr. and Mrs. P. Piny were present from Pomona, where the 
Christians have just triumphed, and forced their iron rule under 
the flag of prohibition. If Liberals do not perceive the animus 
of this ecclesiastical party they are blind indeed. Our friends 
promise that Pomona shall fall into line when next the campaign 
opens, which will be about November. 

I went Sunday morning to the church of Rev. Dr. Fay, U ni
tarian preacher. He is pretty radical and broadly humanitarian. 
The form of the old theology was, however, present, and I felt 
the shadows of it upon me. I wondered how it was that I had 
once been satisfied with this childish optimism, which is a dream 
and nothing more. The phrase, "Let us worship God," uttered 
so solemnly, had no meaning to my heart. It was as far offfrom 
present hope as the still more orthodox one, "In Adam's fall we 
sinned all." Dr. Fay is undoubtedly doing a good work. He is 
eloquent and earnest, and preaches a gospel of real humanity. 
He must, alasl have his fling at Ingersoll, with true clerical as
s'lmption, as if Ingersoll were only an iconoclast, and did not 
represent whatever is noble and lovely in nature and man and 
woman. I wonaer if these apparently intelligent and Liberal 
clergymen ever read Ingersoll, and realize the splendor of hope, 
of joy, of life which he gives on every burning page. 

Mr. Glover has fitted up a hall in' his own house, and Miss 
Susie Johnson is leturing there Sunday evenings. 

Dr Taylor lectures Sunday evenings at Good Templar's Hall, 
lOS· N. Main street. Unfortunately, his note, left for me at the 
hall, was misplaced, and I did not read its contents until Tuesday 
morning, too late to give notices at my lectures. Dr. Taylor an-
n)unces a grand union picnic of friends of Liberalism from Los 
Angeles, Slnta Ana, and othes Southern California towns, at 
Santa Barbara and Summerland, on Saturday and Sunday, May 
II and 12. Round trip tickets, $3; inquire of D.r. Taylor, 27 E. 
Pine street, Los Angeles. Readers of FREETHOUGHT please take 
notice. 

I must teU friend Wilson, of Davenport, W. T., that I met his 
sister and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Rieman, at Los An
geles, and they are on the roll of Freethought and give greeting. 
Our friends can shake hands in the broad domain of " News and 
Notes." 

After the lectures I spent a few days with Grandmother Saun
ders and her family at Verdugo, and rested to my heart's con
tent while the hot days -rolled by over shining hills and plains, 
and the cool nights came with flickering stars and wandering sea
breeze. Tuesday we all went on a picnic, with the unclouded 
heaven to charm our way. There were the boys, Azro, Harry, 

It 

and Joe-young America all. Percy Seymour, of the doughty 
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line of Professor Seymour; Albert Ward, the Hercules of our party, 
who guarded us from all danger, and piloted through rough and 
thorny ways; Mr. Godfrey Paterson, Miss Orlie, Mrs. A. W. Gra
ham, and Mrs. Saunders. Over the broad tablelands we voy
aged, with sunny prospects on every side-glittering hills, flowery 
vales, groves jeweled with fruit and bloom-past Garvanza to brill
iant Pasadena-through Orange avenue, adorned with the glory 
of the season; handsome dwellings on either side, in the midst of 
roses, lawns, and magnificent trees~on to the bosom ~f the hills 
and woods, where the dashing rivulet winds. Underneath a big 
tree we encamp, while the unloosed horses seek refreshment in 
the glade. The first thing, of course, was dinner, and by a happy 
coincidence all were hungry at the same time. The first thing 
the children did after dinner was to take off their stockings and 
shoes, and plunge into the brook, scaling and tumbling off the 
rocks, and darting about like so many fishes, as if they were born 
to the water, and the sands were their native element. I could 
only think of Ingersoll's exquisite rhythm, "0 rippling river of 
laughter," as I watched their countless pranks. What would we 
do without this world of golden infancy forever breaking on the 
shores of our darker experience. How their tiny fingers, and 
lithe limbs, and floating tresses wave for us the most sweet pictures 
of content, and life is glorious because the child is forever born. 
We were all "under age" that happy afternoon, while the sun 
'Was sinking to its gorgeous couch. When it touched the rim of 
the encompassing hllls the harnessed horses bore us again to the 
uplands, from nature's solitude to the harvest fields of man. Wind

- ing up the long, broad hill for hundreds of feet, a most entranc
ing and majestic prospect lay before us-in the misty, splendid 
twilight, the arrows of the sun faintly glimmering over the stealing 
ranks 'of clouds, that seemed to think now was their time to con
quer the bright sky-god. Far off the sea tide could be discerned, 
and beyond this the Catalina Islands in dark, purple robes, while 
the cities of Santa Ana, Anaheim, Los Angeles, dotted the im
mense expanse-a vast, breathing picture, a hundred miles one 
way and thirty the other, with every variety of form and color in 
its superb magnificence. It was like a mighty jewel sparkling 
and fading upon the tawny breast of night, as if the day, by its 
magic,. would woo the night to tenderest kisses and softest stars. 

So the days have gone and inspirations have come, and hopes 
and memories delightful are in the varied rest and activity of this 
April week, and it greets May with smiles surpassing all, tears. 
The rainbow is on tl\e cloud, and the winds make music in the 
palaces of morn. 

I shall return again Novefuber next, after my Northern trip, 
and Los Angeles, Santa Ana, Orange, Anaheim, Norwalk, Po"
mona, Perris, San Jacinto, San Pasqual, San Diego, and south
ward, must keep the camp-fires all ablaze, and fling their thousand 
darts upon the tumbling walls of superstition. 

I have received from a staunch friend of Liberalism who in 
better days never failed to do his part generously, an appeal for 
a chance to do work with some well-to-do Liberal. He writes: 

"I understand how to take care of horses and drive them; would 
make a good coachman or a good hand to oversee livery business. I also 
know how to scale logs or lumber. I served Uncle Sam from April '61 
to August '65, and contracted during my service disease that will last as 
long as I live-for which the government grants me the munificent sum 
of six dollars per month. I a.m able to be up and around all the time, 
but cannot work where I have to stoop or lift much." 

I can vouch for the honesty and steadfastness <;;>f my friend 
We have been comrades together in good fortune. Now that ill 

luck has come, I want generous Liberals to help him to work 
that he can do. He does not want charity, but an opportunity to 
labor as his physicll ability will allow. He is a man of skill an::l 
intelligence. From a natural pride he does not wish to give his 
name publicly, but those who desire to communicate with him 
can write directly to me. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

April 27, 1889. 


APRIL 30. 


A CENTENARY ODE. 

From the windows of the office, looking down upon the street, 


I reviewed the vast proc~ssion upon centenary day, 

At the junction where the Kearny road and California meet, 


As the marchers turned the angle in a military. way. 


I was joined in this diversion by some patriotic friends, 
Who improved the gorgeous outlook which the corner here affords, 

For to gaze upon the soldiers that our local station lends, 
And the hifalutin officers with silver-plated swords. 

Mr. Schou came in from Oakland in his holiday attire, 

And when he saw the people from the window where he sat, 


He observed that a collection was the height of his desire, 

But we forcibly prevented him from passing round the bat. 


Freeman Parker, Petaluma, who can sing a lively song, 

Or manipulate the violin with pliant finger-joint, 


Brought a pretty little maiden friend of his with him along, 

:. To witness the procession as it passed a given point. 


Brother Miller, an expounder of the scjentific truth, 
Who addresses our society on eyery Sunday night; 

Mr. Walker, who, though aged, still preserves the heart of youth, 
And who brought an opera glass with him to stimulate his sight. 

And .printer, editor, and staff, from thought of labor free, 
For several brief but llappy hours held sills of windows down, 

And waved their hats and handkerchiefs in patriotic glee 
While the wind blew through the whiskers of the genial Mr. Browne. 

There were wide platoons of officers to keep the highway clear, 

And cavalry and infantry, and sailors from the deep, 


Artillery of gatling guns, with batteries in the rear, 

Which made a noble spectacle as one could wish to see. 


There were pioneers and native sons, and veterans of the war, 

- And miner camps and vaqueros and schooners of the plain, 


The members of the Turnerbund and gallant Schuetzen corps, 

With numerous Grand Army posts formed into line again. 


The banners wave and hugles blow, the drums make stirring sound, 
The people cheer as many feet keep step to martial time, 

Distinguished citizens ride by, salaaming all around, 
And the hucksters sell bananas by the dozen for a dime. M. 

A REPUDIATED ORGAN. 

Some Hme ago a paper published in Chicago under the name 
of the " Knights of Labor," George E. Detwiler editor, made a 
vicious attack upon the American Secular Union on account of 
that organization's opposition to the Blair -Sunday bill. We 
pointed out wherein the" Knights of Labor" was not only mis
taken but deliberately dishonest. The editor after many days 
rejoins as follows: 

" The so-called FREETHOUGHT newspaper ought to change its name 
to 'Free Mud.' " 

As an organ of the body of workingmen called the Knights of 
Labor, the paper" Knights of Labor" might be worth replying to, 
but that it has no influence with that organization appears from 
the appended item: 

"At a meeting of District Assembly 24, representing the various 
branches of the Chicago Knights. of Labor, a resolution was adopted, 
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unanimously, warning the public against the alleged labor organ which 
attacked the Secular Union some weeks ago. The resolution reads: 

"Whereas, It has become notorious that a certain publication is palm
ing itself upon the public as the official organ of the Knights of Labor 
and organized labor generally; therefor~ be it 

"Resolved, That District Assembly 24 does hereby notify and caution 
all whom it m;J.y concern that the publication known as the' Knights of 
Labor' published in this city is repudiated, and is not the official organ 
of the order in this district." 

We have to decline changing our title as suggested by Editor 
Detwiler. It would be an infringement, as, under the circum
stances and according to the technical language of the day, the 
" Knights of L3.bor's" name is mud. 

A PROUD DISCIPLE OP CALVIN.. 

When the Rev. J. M. Foster, a National Reform agitator, lec
tured in Indianapolis a short time ago, .she Sentinel, of that city, 
said that" he seemed to be the incarnation of John Calvin." In
stead of repudiating the character ascribed to him the ~ev. Mr. 
Foster appeared to regard the comparison as flattering to himself, 
and said: (' \Ve do not object to that. It is no reflection on the 
sentiments advanced." 

In saying this Mr. Foster doubtless relied upon the ignorance 
of the public as to the character of Calvin, who was one of the 
mo::;t infamous persecutors that ever lived. Fairly tried and justly 
dealt with, he would 4ave been hanged for murder. Every 
Freethinker is familiar with the great crime that blackened 
Calvin's character forever-the burning at the stake of Michael 
Servetus, of which he afterwards boasted in a letter to the l\Iarquis 
de. Poet, dated September 30, 1561. In this letter he said: 
,e Above all, do not fail to rid the country of those zealous scoun
drels who stir the people to revolt against us. Such monsters 
should be exterminated, as I h~ve exterminated Michael Servetus, 
the Spaniard." 

Servetus was not Calvin's only victim. Garrido, in his" History 
of Persecution," asserts that" the history of Geneva, during the 
twenty years that followed the return of Calvin, composes one of 
the most blood-stained pages that is presented to us by the 
chronicles of intolerance. In it we find even sorcery punished 
by a fiery death. During the space of sixty years, the archives 
of that city show one hundred and fifty instances." Mr. J. M. 
Wheeler, a writer for the London Freethinker, has made a par
tial list of those whQ were persecuted for their religious opinions 
under Calvin's rule. Here is the record: 

"Jaques Gruet, whose great crime in the eyes of Calvin was having 
written in one of his books the words Touties folies (all follies). Accused 
of heresy and blasphemy, he was tortured and put to death by order of 
Calvin at G~neva, July 26, 1547. 

" Giovanni Valentino Gentilis, of Cozenza, an Italian heretic who fled 
to· Geneva to avoid persecution. At the instigation of Calvin he was 
thrown into prison. Fear of sharing the fate of Serv~tus made him re
cant. He was afterward beheaded at Berne. 

,tAntoine d'Argilleries, who was at first a J acobin monk and afterwards 
a Prote.!Jtant preacher, was tortured several times, and afterward decapi
tated and his head nailed to the gibbet (1561), for having eight years 
previously taken the part of Servetus against Calvin at Pont de Veyle. 

"Giovanni Paolo A1ciati, of Savigliani, took refuge in Geneva, whence 
he was obliged to fly. Calvin obtained against him a decree of banish
ment. 

"Giorgio Biandrata also had to fly to escape the anger of Calvin, who 
heard of his anti-Trinitarian views. 

" Matteo Gribaldi, a jurisconsulat, who took the part of Servetus, was 
ordered to quit the town. Beza, with Christian charity, said that the 
plague which took him off in 1564 took the place of executioner to this 
heretic. 

"Other Italians who were banished from Geneva were Hyppolyte de 

Carignan, Nicolo Gallo, Baptisto Gustiniani, Silvestro Telio, and Fausto 
Zucchi. 

"Jerome Bolsec, a physician of Lyons, who followed Calvin toGeneva, 
was imprisoned, and after long detention banished for differing from 
Calvin on predestination. . 

Guilliaume du Bois was imprisoned, put into irons, made to stand in 
shirt and barefoot, and banished for having said that Calvin had retracted 
one of his writings. 

"Thivent Bellot, tortured and banished for having refused to take oath. 
" Guillaume Guanier, of Paris, banished under pain of the lash, after 

having had a dogmatic discussion with Calvin. 
"Mat!hew Antoine, condemned to cry mercy and perpetual banish

ment under pain of the lash (1556), for having said that heretics should 
not be burnt. 

" Sebastian Castellio was also deprived of his ministry and banished 
for the same olIence, and for having maintained that Solomon's song was 
sensual. 

"Toussaint Mesquin, of Dompierre, condemned to go barefooted in 
shirt, and banished under pain of being hung, for having attacked the 
doctrine of predestination. 

"Antoine Narbert, printer of Dauphine, condemned to have the tongue 
pierced with a hot iron, and banished under pain of decapitation, for 
having reviled Calvin when in a state of drunkenness. 

"D.:nis Billonet, of Boussac en Berry, a printer's corrector, condemned 
to be whipped through the town, and marked on the forehead with a hot 
iron, and banished under pain of death for having spoken ill of the holy 
predestination of God." 

Although the list of persecutions here included is far from com
plete, it is sufficient to brand the name of Calvin with everlasting 
infamy, and none but those who still believe, as the Rev. Mr. 
Foster evidently does, in the extirpation of heretics, would with
out protest allow themselves to be likened to the Presbyterian 
fiend of Geneva. It is perhaps because the Presbyterian con
ception of God makes him a monster whom no human power 
could ever equal that the Presbyterians revere the character of 
John Calvin, who, as Ingersoll once remarked, was as near like 
the God of the Ol~ Testament as his health permitted. 

, A CHICAGO judge and jury-the judge a Presbyterian minister 
and the jury four Presbyterian elders-finds that Mrs. Kinnehan 
is guilty of blasphemy, apostasy, and heresy, and therefore worthy 
of expulsion from the church. Mrs. Kinnehan recently joined 
the Beekmanites, a religious sect who worship the Rev. G. J. 
Schweinfurth as Christ. She has stated in public that she believed 
Christ had appeared on earth in the person of Schweinfurth and 
worshi ped him as such. She was fully satisfied of the fact, and 
there was nothing that could change her views. What probably 
caused all the trouble was the woman attending a secret prayer 
meeting and interrupting the regular exercises by speaking about 
the new Christ. Three of the male Beekmanites were present, 
and they also attempted to speak, but were ejected by one of the 

. deacons, who became so excited that he kicked the men out. 
At the trial Attorney William Marshall, prosecutor, stated the 
charges: That the woman on trial had stated her belief that 
Christ had reappeared, and that she worshiped him in the per
son of the ~ev. Mr. Schweinfurth. To the charges, one and all, 
Mrs. Kinnehan pleaded not guilty. She refused to have any 
counsel appointed to defend her, saying that she was able to de
fend herself. When asked to swear she refused to do so, and 
opening her Bible read passages showing that it was proper to· 
swear not at all. She said, however, that she had been taught by 
the preaching of the church that Christ was coming on earth, and 
was now fully satisfied that Schweinfurth was Christ. Nothing 
could change her views. The jury found the defendant gUilty as 
above. Schweinfurth, the alleged Christ, came to Chicago a few 
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years ago not worth a nickel. He now has 'one-of the finest 
farms in that section of the country, and is worth over $50,000. 
The messianic business pays better in Illinois than it did in Judea. 

RELIGIOUS circles in Eureka, Humboldt county, are badly ex
ercised just now over o.e thing and another. Dr. Schlesinger, 
of the Carrier Dove, is loose among them, mystifying the elect 
with his spiritual phenomena; and, added to this disturbing ele
ment from the outer and satanic side, the Rev. R. D. Clark has 
just delivered a trenchant sermon in the Baptist church in op
position to the effort now being made to establish Sunday ob
servance by United States law, denouncing it as an attempt to 
unite church and state, and as obnoxious to the principles of 
religious and civil freedom; The citizens were so highly pleased 
with the Rev. Dr. Clark's position that they invited him to repeat 
the discourse in the opera-house, which he did before a crowded 
assemblage. 

ONE of the most despicable bills introduced into the Albany 
N. Y.,_legislature during the late session, says Dr. Foote's Health 
Monthly, was one amending the penal code, and providing that a 
person not authorized by law to practice medicine or surgery in 
that state should make no attempt to cure or heal disease in any 
manner, either with or without the administering of medicine, 
anyone doing such a kindly deed being liable to action for mis
demeanor and to fine and imprisonment. Dr. Foote adds: "We 
have the pleasure to announce that the bill has been ' tabled in
definitely.' We wish -that all the medical bills might be thus 
disposed of, for they have but one object in view, and that is to 
establish medical monopoly." 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL WANAMAKER cas issued an order that 
hereafter the post-office department be closed on Sunday to clerks 
and all employees, except the required watchmen, engineers, and 
firemen. This out of respect for the Lord's day, though it is 
difficult to discern wherein the work of a clerk is a greater viola
timlt, of the Sabbath than that of the men retained on duty. If 
Jehovah cannot appreciate the compliment of closing the post
office department of a great country like this, to the extent of 
protecting the property involved without the assistance of watch
men and firemen, he is not worthy of the great honor done him. 

CONCERNING the marine disaster in Apia harbor the Christian 
Statesman newspaper says: "While the war ships of Germany' 
and the United States were lying facing each other in the harbor 
at Samoa, God blew upon them, and in one night scattered and 
destroyed them." And we' are called upon by a presidential 
proclamation to thank this monster instead of indicating him. 

LAST Sunday evening's meeting' of 'the San Francisco Free
thought Society was well attended, and the exercises were per
haps the most interesting of any yet held. Further notice will 
appear later. There is no inauguration day next week. 

IT gives us pleasure to note that Messrs. Harman and Walker, 
of Valley Falls, Kan., have been acquitted of the Comstock 
charge. The verdict is a righteous one, and a short term of 
duress for their accusers would be equally so. 

, WARRANTS on the criminal charges against the Rev. Mr. James, 
of Long Beach, were duly served, and he was locked up in jail. 
He found bail in the sum of $500 and is still at large with a big 
pistol in his pocket. 

SUMMERLAND, near Santa Barbara, where the Spiritualists are 
forming a colony, has already sixteen permanent residents, with 
several new buildings contracted for. 1\1'ay 9. a grand pilgrimage 
of the faithful begins from this city, and the new land of promise 
will be the scene of a "pentecostal picnic." 

THE Liberals of Oregon will hold a State Convention at 
Silverton, Marfon county, June 22 and 23. Mr. S. P. Putnam 
will be present to present th,e necessity and methods of Liberal 
organization. 

AN aged man in clerical garb, is reported to be selling im
proper books around town, the Bible among the re3t. 

BOOKS. 

~ We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

".Yone Santo," see advertisement. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 

"The Trut~ Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. 15 cents. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 

"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle 'Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 

BRIEF,HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

Philip A. Bell, editor of the Elevator, the organ of the colored 
population of San Francisco, died on the 26th. He was eighty
one years old, and during the abolition days was associated with 
the famous anti-slavery agitators.--It is estimated that the nat-· 
ural products and manufactures of California this year will be 
worth $400,000,000. According to this, the people of the state 
will earn an average of$400 each.--The ship Richard P. Buck, 
from Philadelphia to San Francisco, burned to the water's edge 
near Bermuda. Loss, $zoo,ooo.--Dr. F. A. P. Barnard, late 
president of Columbia College, New York city, died April 27, of 
paralysis, aged eighty years.--A girl at Los Angeles is suing a 
man named Every for seduction and breach .of promise. She is 
from Missouri, 'and according to her testimony Every gave her a 
Bible, exhorted her to be a good Christian, wronged her, and then 
ran away. Every is a pillar, of the church.--Four years ago 
Alfred S. Porter, a law student at Portland, Or., fell heir to $50,
000. A short time ago, at Richmond, Va., he lost his last $500 
in a game of poker, and committed suicide by shooting himself 
through the head.--Pioneer and patriot Philip A. Roach died 
in this city, April 27, at the age of 69 years. He had a long his
tory as a publ~c man, politician, and journalist.--The Samoan 
commission has arrived at Berlin and had a pleasant intervrew 
with Bismarck.--One pugilist killed another by a blow over the 
heart at the Cremorne Theatre, in this city, last week.--Mo
rality has received a boom in San Pedro. A c( Immittee of citi
zens has tarred and feathered a Lothario in the name of the Lord. 

The St. Louis express train jumped the track near Hamilton, 
Ont.. last Sunday morning. Two cars telescoped and took fire. 
crushing and burning seventeen persons to death. A dOien 
others were badly injured.--Secretary of State Blaine is seri
ously ill with muscular rheumatism.--The Theosophists are 
holding a national convention at Chicago.--The conference of 
the miI).isters of the Anglican, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
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churches, held at Toronto, Ont., to consider the question of the 
organic unity of all Protestant bodies closed with a recommen~ 
dation that the churches appoint delegates to another convention 
to be heldnextyear.--Ananti-Jesuitmeetingwa, held at Mon
treal April 25. The whole question was considered and the ac- . 
tion of the Dominion government and the provincial legislature 
freely di_scussed. The im pression seemed to be that a crisis was 
at hand, and that it became Anglo-Saxons to prepare for a blow 
which it was felt must come. Charlton, member of Parliament, 
said that there was no hope of preserving intact the French lan
guage and institutions. If the present state of affairs continued 
the church of Rome would soon possess two-thirds of the estate 
of the province.--H. B. Spofford, the historian, died at Rut
land, Vt., Aprilz 3.--George Francis Train professes to be fast
ing. He still occupies his seat in Madison Square Park, New 
York, and is more than ever an object of curiosity.--Connecti 
cut will submit a constitutional prohibition amendment to a vote 
of the people. A similar amendment has but recently been over
whelmingly defeated in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.- 
1\1rs. Josephine Kirkham, sister of General Drake, of Des Moines, 
the founder of the Drake University, was arraigned in the police 
court of Chicago, April 25, for shoplifting. Her husband is edi
tor of the Christian Advocate, and pastor of the First Christian 
church. She confessed her guilt and was not prosecuted. 

Henry George preached his single-tax doctrines in Glasgow, 
Scotland, last Sunday, to one of the largest gatherings ever held 
in that city. A Presbyterian clergyman conducted the religious 
portion of the services, and church choirs sang hymns.--Ex
Mayor Hewitt, of New York, is in London, and some of the ad
mirers of his independent attitude toward the Irish vote talk of 
giving hini a public banquet.--Dispatches from St. Petersburg 
say that arrests of Nihilists are constantly being made. The 
police of St. Petersburg believe that dynamite bombs secretly man
ufactured at Zurich, Switzerland, have been conveyed to Russia, 
and that the plotters are awaiting a favorable opportunity to use 
them.--A considerable falling oft· is reported in the income for 
the past year of the Scotch United Presbyterian church. In 1887 
the total sum contributed was £roo,232, but in r888 the amc>unt 
was £96,3°7. 

ANOTHER ONE. 


We learn from the San Antonio Daily Express of the existence 
of another converted Infidel. He is lecturing in San Antonio, 
and the following is the opening paragraph of his speech, as re
ported by the Express: 

I was an Infidel for twenty years and taught disb::lief in the Christian 
religion under the auspices of the central organization. I have been the 
friend and follower of Ingersoll. I have been in the prize-ring, and it 
~as for an offeuse against the laws of Canada that I was imprisoned. It 
was in that jail in Canada that I realized the wrong of my past life. I 
was changed, and the change was brought about through the influence of 
the little tear-stained, thumb-marked Bible which my mother sent me. 

He goes under the name of J. S. l\ierriman, and now makes 
a speciality of preaching to the poor. \Ve have not the slightest 
doubt that he has been in jail, and if lying were a criminal of
fense we have no more doubt he would be there again. When 
and where did the central organization of Freethought .employ 
him, and when and where did he enjoy the high honor of pos
sessing the friendship of Colonel Ingersoll? Places and dates 
are quite important in conversions of this sort.-The Truth 
Seeker. 

Hebrew and Christian Marriages. 

When a Jew marries a Christian girl she has invariably a good 
time; but when a Christian marries a Jewess she has a hell upon 
earth very soon after marriage, even though he be an ignorant 
pauper and she a highly cultivated woman, coming from good 
stock and financially well endowed. A Jew rarely regrets having 
married out of his faith, but a Jewess, always.-Public Opinion. 

. THE London correspondent of the Washington Star recently 
cabled the following item: "Mrs. Ward has already received 
£2,000 from the sale of' Robert Elsmere.' She plumes herself 
that she has given the heaviest blow to Christianity that it has 
received in this century." 

Eureka! 

70 the Editors of Freeth ought: 
At last I have made a raise of a subscriber; Inclosed you will find 

$2.00, for which send FREETHOUGIIT to address given. 
Eureka, Cal. ROBERT GUNTHER. 

A Good Book. 
To the Editors of Freethought: 

Please find inclosed post-office order for "History of Christianity." 1 
like the work very much. Many thanks. Yours for truth and reform, 

Goshen, Utah. JOHN W. WHITE. 

A Helping Hand. 

To the Editors of Fretthough!: 
Please send r.le FREETHOUGHT for March 16, containing the article, 

"Is There No Evidence?" I see there is not much chance to call these 
Christians out. The Catholics we have reason to fear, so perfect is their 
organization.and so great their number. I must help you a little.- Please 
receive $5. _ Yours with respect, JOHN D. POWERS. 

Woodstock, Vt. 

An Opening Offered. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
Find inclosed $5.00 for inclosed nam!s of subscribers. 
I am trying hard to get readers for you. I know it is discouraging to 

you, but I hope you will keep up courage for the balance of this year. 
Then if the people don't want FREETHOUGHT any longer, I'll give you a 
job on the ranch. THOMAS LEE. 

Grass Vall<?y. 

Vorwaerts! 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
You will find inclosed $2.00 as renewal of subscription to FREE

THOUGHT. I am very much pleased with it; it is doing lots of good in 
a good cause. Keel' right on. We will in time drive out all ghosts and 
gods. I have been an Infidel or Freethinker for forty years, and can 
see a great change in that time from former superstition. 

Nooksack, W. T. . CHARLES SHEA. 

Always Welcome. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
I am very sorry to have delayed sending my subscription, but circum· 

stances have prevented me over which I had no control, yet I think you 
will agree with me that it is better late than never. 

I must say that I think the paper is growing better and more interest· 
ing all the time. I am so glad to note the good Mr. Putnam is doing' 
through. his lectures, and think' he must have a constitution like iron 
to be able to work as he does. You both have my sincere wishes for 
your success. MRS. L. LACEY. 

Springwater, Ore. 

Woman Suffrage. 

To the Editors of Freeth o ugh! : 
I notice in your issue of April 6 a short criticism by W. S. Bush on 

the communication of "J. C. P.," who opposes woman suffrage. 
This is a question of very great importance as to the equality of human 

rights and "equal and exact justice to all men of every rank and 
station;" of course all mankind. 

"We hold these truths to be self.evident that all men Me created 
equal," etc.· "That to secure these rights governments are instituted 
among men deriving there just powers from the consent of the governed." 

Now women, being subjects of government, if it fails to secure equality 
of these inalienable. right to them, just in that proportion are they de
prived of equal and exact justice and governed without their consent. 
To my mind the principle of equality of rights involved in this question 
is only a part of the main proposition reversed or disputed; therefore, by 
divesting ourselves of any little prejudices we may have in store, we 
may readily conclude that no argument is needed in the case. 

Ukiah, Cal. T. McC. 

THE Sunday bill which Senator Tillman introduced into thf 
Arkansas legislature, and pushed through the senate, failed to 
pass the house. 
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BRANDT AND PUTNAM. • 

On Sunday evening, April 7, Mr. S. P. Putnam spoke in San 
Diego on the subject of Moody and Jones and their methods of 
revival work. His lecture was reported in the Daily San Diegan 
and reprinted from that paper in FREETHOUGHT of April 20. The 
San Diegan of April 10 contains a reply by the Rev. John Brandt, 
and on the 18th printed a rejoinder by Mr. Putnam. The Rev. 
Mr. Brandt's reply would fill about five columns of FREETHOUGHT. 

We reproduce the main portion of his argument: 
BRANDT'S REPLY TO PUTNAM:. 

I seldom turn aside from my duties to notice such a produc
tion of Infidelity as this speech of Mr. Putnam's. I do not arise 
simply to defend the meth<:>ds of work and preaching of-the Rev. 
Mr. Moody and Sam Jones. I put my pen to the paper to ex
pose the claims of Infidelity as set forth by Mr. Putnam. In the 
beginning, let me state that this claim that Christianity" must be
come a circus in order to attract attention, and that churches are 
empty, and that the gospel of Jesus has run to the show house," 
is as false as it is bold and presumptuous. During the last four 
years, according to the New York Weekly Independent, the gain 
in churches in the United States has been 3,831 a year, or 10~ 
a day, while the increase in membership has been over 1,000 a 
day. There are now in the United States over 140,000 churches, 
100,000 ministers, and 20,000,000 members. Do not these fig
ures speak volumes in favor of the vigur and vitality of the 
churches? 

He speaks of Messrs. Moody and Jones abhorring reasoning 
and having nothing to do with argnments. Neither of these men 
make any pretensions to argue with Infidels. . They know that 
the masses believe that Jesus is the only savior, and they urge 
people to accept and obey him as such. In reading this harangue 
of Samuel Putnam, I can't see any process of reasoning in it. It 
is following the style of most all Infidels, aiming to ridicule the 
Bible an.d those who advocate its teachings. In it are several 
things which I shall briefly notice, with the hope that some un
settled or skeptical minds in the city will carefully read and digest 
them. The first is the fallacy of the statement of Mr. Putnam 
that "science has declared against Christianity." Several years 
ago I carefully examined the biographies and records of all the 
great inventors, discoverers, authors, and founders of the sciences 
which have done so much to revolutionize things since the dark 
ages, from Schwartz, the inventor of gunpowder, in the thirteenth 
century, down to Fulton, Herschel, and Davy, and I am confi
dent that nine-tenths of the greatest scientists are those who are 
on the side of God and the Bible. Among these scientists who 
have been remarkable for their homage to the Bible we name 
Faust, the inventor of the art of printing; Schaffer, the inventor 
of the casting of metallic types; Columbus, who discovered the 
new world in 1492 ; Copernicus, who discovered the present sys
tem of the universe; Kepler, who greatly advanced the Coperni
can system; Galileo, who discovered the gravity of the air and 
invented the pendulum; Descartes, the founder of the Cartesian 
philosophy, etc. All testify that true science and religion are as
sociated both in theory and practice. All testify that they no
where conflict, all testify that the teachings of true science, in 
reference to the universe-the earth with its furniture, the sea 
with its inhabitants, and the starry-gemmed heavens nowhere 
conflict. These scientists, who have brought to light so many 
great truths, sprung upon the world so many great inventions, 
and ,burst forth with so many remarkable discoveries, embellish 
Christianity with a cloud of witnesses, which show what palpable 
folly it is, on the part of Putnam, to say that science conflicts with 
Christianity. 

Another statement made by Putnam, which I shall prove to be 
false, is " the Bible of to-day is practically but three hundred years 
old." There is in existence to-day, Syriac, Italic, Ethiopic, and 
Coptic translations of the New Testament, made during the sec
ond century; some of them made within but a few years, after 
the death of John. We have in existence writings of Barnabas, 
Clement, Justyn, Ignatius, who were cotemporary with some of 
the apostles, especially John. Irenreus and Origen were of the 
next generation. Take the New Testament scriptures out of ex
istence and almost the entire book can be pro~uced from authors 
of the second and third century. 

Mr. Putnam, in closing his address, boldly asserts that "Infidel
ity is not afraid of any comparison with Christiauity, either in 
spirit or in result." Let us then make the comparison. Chris
tianity has its origin in God, and its standard is the revealed will 
of an infinitely powerful, wise, good, holy, and loving father. Infi
delity has its origin in blind, irrational matter and force. Its 
highest standard is that of selfishness and of the brutes. Chris
tianity comes to the front and says that man is the son of God. 
Infidelity turns its back upon all that is true and good, and says 
that man is the son of a monkey. Christianity elevates man and 
exalts him high above the .brute creation; Infidelity degrades 
man, and drags him down to the level of the brute creation. 
Christianity has a love of God and wisdom for its model; Infidel
ity has a monkey of beastly and vehement passions, with canine 
teeth and ferocious appetites for its model. Christianity reveals 
God as the creator of the universe and of the bodies and spirits 
of men; Infidelity places the present state of things to the hap
penings of chance, or the evolutions of matter. Christianity has 
for its ba::iis, love to God, love to our fellow-men, and purity in 
the private life; Infidelity has for its basis, selfish struggles, free 
love, and the absorption of the intellect in matter and force. 
Christianity teaches that philanthropy and devotion to others is 
in accordance with the supreme law of God; Infidelity teaches 
that the acts of the martyr and the philanthropist are criminal, 
and that personal gratification is the highest good. Christianity 
teaches that the universe is governed by an allwise God; Infidel
ity teaches that all things are governed by fate, force, blind mat
ter, and necessity. Christianity teaches that man has a spirit, 
created in the image of God, while Infidelity teaches that mind 
is a part of matter, and spirit a part of force. Christianity teaches 
us to reach forth unto those things which are before, and press 
toward the mark for the prize' of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus; Infidelity teaches us to look backward and downward, and 
to confine our thoughts to the study of irrational matter. Chris
tianity says th'Et we came from God and shall return to God; Infi
delity says that we came from blind matter, and shall sink into 
blind matter. Christianity reveals a beau~iful and bright futl,ue 

,to all of its followers, while Infidelity hangs a dark curtain at the 
close of man's life, beyond which there is impenetrable darkness 
and annihilation. Christianity teaches that there is a judgment, _ 
and that all men will be held accountable for what they do; Infi
delity claims there is no accountability nor responsibility. Chris
tianity claims that "God's eye is over the righteous, and his ear 
open to their cries," while Infidelity says that prayers are vain 
and that special providence is a belief of superstition. Chris
tianity reveals the origin, facts, nature, effects and consequences of 
sin; Infidelity claims there is no sin nor evil. Christianity teaches 
that bv faith and obedience to Christ we have forgiveness of sin, 
and a'hope of eternal reward; Infidelity laughs at this, and leaves 
man in gloom, doubt and error. Christianity teaches that God 
abhors sin, warns man of future events; while Infidelity declares 
that it is all a cheat and delusion, and for man to continue in re
bellion and indifference. Christianity presents J esu~ as the cap
tain of our salvation, precious in his character, precious as a 
teacher, savior, comforter, and leader; Infidelity hoots at these 
claims, laughs at his miracles, and denies his divinity. Chris
tianity satisfies the wants of man, meets his longings after immor
tality and fills the desires of his soul; Infidelity leaves these wants, 
longings. and desires unsatisfied. Christianity gives to men a 
perfect system of worship, a church perfect in all of its organiza
tion and offices; a religion perfect in its rules, designs and prom
ises; Infidelity says that this religion and the church is all a fallacy 
and superstition. Christianity teaches us to hold dear the sacred 
ties of husband, wife, parent and child; Infidelity shivers these sa
cred ties, and says, "Let us have free love." 

Mr. Putnam boasts of the liberties and triumphs of Infidelity; 
but let us note the real triumphs of Infidelity, skepticism, and 
Materialism. It banishes the hope of immortality, places dark
ness in the grave, wraps the future in eternal gloom, and takes 
away all hope of that life beyond the skies. It steals all of its 
truths from Christianity, assumes and contradicts them. It levels 
man to the grade of the frogs, reptiles, and fishes, and identifies 
him with the vilest of beasts. It poisons the family ties, breeds 
dissension, creates social warfare, supports the saloons, fosters 
vice, and makes man his own God. It robs man of virtue, 
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eternal truth, and sinks him into everlasting ruin. It shrinks his 
conscience, removes the fear of punishment, and cuts the anchor 
and casts away the only hope in death. With its merciless hand 
it would tear away from the heart the blessed Bible and the 
sweetest consolation. It would sink into nothingness that for 
which tens of thousands of men were martyred, and which has 
given hope to millions of the treasures of the earth. Infidelity 
makes creation, existence, and eternity all a myth.. It denies 
that religion were it banished from the world would be the 
greatest calamity which could befall the human race. It opposes 
Christianity, which was proven to be true by the astounding 
miracles by which it was established; by the scores of prophecies 
which were fulfilled in Jesus, the Christ; by its rapid progress in 
the world in the face of the hottest antagonism; by the humble, 
patient, and self-sacrificing friends who advocated it; by the ex
cavations of buried cities; by science, reason, truth, and by its 
fruits. 

In conclusion, allow me to say to Mr. Putnam and his follow
ers, that if you will let Christ into your hearts, you will be made 
truthful, temperate, meek, generous, and forgiving. Let him 
into rour heart, and your sins will be pardoned, you will have 
comfort in sorrow, peace when others are disturbed, and the 
blessed hope of immortality in the darkness of the tom b. \Vill 
you do this, or will y.ou continue your course of sin, speaking 
and working against truth, the Bible, God, angels, ] esus Christ, 
the holy spirit, hope, peace, the purest and best people on earth, 
and the highest interests of civilization, and the only safety in 
death, judgment and eternity? JOHN BRANDT. 

. , PliTNAM'S REJOINDER. 

. I desire to offer a few words in answer to the Rev. John 
Brandt, who criticises my lecture of Sunday, April 7. 

He says that the membership of the Christian church to-day in 
the United States is 20,000,000. Will he assert that all these are 
Christians according to the tenets of his own church? Do they 
accept his creed or his method? 

But granting the number, what is the conclusion? Is it not 
that Christianity is a religion with no more vitality than Mo
hamedanism to-day, and gains no more adherents? It has been 
in the world 1800 years. According to my reverend critic, it has 
had the" Bible, God, angels, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit," on 
its side, and yet with all these advantages unbelief is ahead two 
to one in the nineteenth century. According to my opponent's 
statement, in the United States there are 40,000,000 non
Christians to 20,000,000 Christians. These figures are not very 
favorable to Christianity. 

When I said that "science had declared against Christianity" 
I was not speaking of the opinions of scientific men, but of 
science itself--:-the organized knowledge of man to-day. I sup
pose my critic understands the difference between the opinions 
of scientific men and science itself. The opinions of scientific men 
are both favorable and unfavorable to religion, but that does not 
settle the question. The fundamental doctrine of Christianity is 
the fall of man from a perfect state about six thousand years ago. 
The falsity of this doctrine is the falsity of Christianity itself. I 
affirm that science to-day has absolutely declared against the 
truth of this doctrine. . ' 

It is strange that my critic must" carefully examine the biog
raphies" of men of science to discover whether they are Christians 
or not. According to Christ's own teachings, a Christian should 
be "a burning and a shining light." He can't be a very good 
Chri&tian whose biography must be "carefully examined" to 
discover that he is one. 

The inventor of gunpowder is claimed to be a Christian. I 
don't wonder at it. Jesus said, " I came not to bring peace, but a 
sword." Any destructive element is according to Christianity. 
Gunpowder is just what it wants for the killing of heretics. My 
reverend critic can have the gunpowder men. The gospel needs 
his invention. . 

Copernicus" discovered the present system of the universe," 
but he was afraid to publish his great work on account of the" 
Christian church. Galileo was compelled to recant; Bruno was 
burned at the stake. Do th.:se testify that there is no conflict 
between science and religion? 

I said the Bible of to-day is only three hundred years old. 

That statement is true. What is the Bible? A collection of 
books--not one book. This collection was fixed by the church 
about three hundred years ago. Before the Council of Trent 
there was no general consensus as to what should be the sacred 
collection, or canon. Martin Luther did not accept the Bible of 
to-day-only a part of it. Not a manuscript of the second 
century is in existence to-day, and not one of the old manu
scripts contains the Bible as it is to-day. Read Professor Stowe's 
history of the Bible. The origin of the present collectlon will 
thus be seen. 

My reverend critic says: "Take the New Testament out of 
existence and almost the entire book can be produced from the 
authors of the second and third century." I grant this. What 
does it show? Not that the four gospels were written before the 
second and third centuries, but afterwards; that unknown writers 
culled the gospel stories, etc., out of the authors of the second 
and third "Centuries, and attached the names of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John to those cullings. The Rev. John Brandt helps 
to demonstrate the very position which I myself take, that the 
gospels were written or collated about the close of the second 
century, or the beginning- of the third, and he cannot claim that 
the canonical scriptures, as now arranged, antedate the Council 
of Trent, which took place in the sixteenth century. 
Re~ John Brandt speaks of the good things in the Christian 

religion. I do not deny them~ I wish to give Christianity all 
the credit it deserves. As a human religion, a natural religion, 
as a part of human development and life, let its good qualities 
and good deeds be known. 

The issue between Christianity and m,'self is not that it has 
done no good things, or has no good precepts. The issue is 
this: That Christianity, with whatever good it has done, is not a 
perfect religion, is not a divine religion. It is an imperfect hu
man affair and is not fitted supremely for the highest progress of 
man. Jesus says, "Take no thought of to-morrow." That is 
not good teaching. Jesus says, "Love your enemies." That is 
simply impossible." Jesus says, "Blessed be ye poor," and 
"ye have the poor always with you." The reformer of to-day 
does not accept these as the highest thought of the world. The 
spirit of to-day, of a true -'civilization, says, Poverty is a curse, 
poverty is wrong and it can be removed out of the way. 

Christianity is simply one with many religions-good and bad 
like all. We accept the good and reject the evil, and go on to 
better things. . 

The Rev. John Brandt's trade against Infidelity is simply a 
tissue of falsehood. I challenge him to prove anyone of his 
statements about Infidelity or Freethought. 

FreethQught accepts all the·truth that is possible to the mind 
of man. It accepts science-and if science says that man 
originated from the lower forms of life it is not ashamed to ac
knowledge the real state of the case. Its standard is not that of 
selfishness but universal happiness. It declares for self-respect 
and the dignity of human nature. It has not passion for its 
model, but elevated reason. It absolutely repudiates chance and 
affirms the eternity and majesty of law. 

Freethought stands for the noblest love between man and 
woman, fqr it makes woman the equal of man, and the queen 
of her home. Freethought lifts us to the stars, and to the beauty 
and grandeur of eternal nature. It does not deny God, but 
affirms if there is one, he must be living and glorious here and 
now, and is not afar off upon some throne. Freethought does 
not deny immortality, but makes the immortal life, whatever it 
may be, one with this life, a minister to its glory. Freethought 
declares the nobleness of the moral law, and that liberty means 
personal responsibility to the law, and that the law cannot be 
broken with impunity. 

In conclusion, allow me to say to the Rev. John Brandt and 
his followers that if you will become Liberals and Freethinkers 
you will let humanity into your hearts; you will be made truth
ful, temperate, generous, and just. Let Freethought into your 
hearts and you will have manliness in sorrow. With every honest 
doubt von will have an honest conviction. You will have the 
light of virtue in the darkness of the tomb; you ~vil1 obey the 
golden rule and do unto others as you would have others do unto 
you; you will not persecute for opinions' sake. You will not 
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misrepresent those who think differently from you~ You will not 
be narrow-minded, bigoted, and sectarian. You will sympathize 
with all mankind. You will see truth everywhere. You will 
cultivate the sentiments of humanity. You will recognize the 
supremacy of reason. You will look to the past and reverence 
all its shilling virtues. You will look to the future and strive for 
higher heights of being. Be an Infidel, a Freethinker, and you 
will avoid error, superstition, ignorance, and tyranny. You will 
de1ight in wisdom, in beauty, in truth, in goodness, and you will 
be ready for any judgment that may come in this world or any 
other; and you can front God or the devil with a clear con
science and exultant mind. 

I cannot in my limited space answer all your attacks, and I 
therefore challenge you to a public debate before the people of 
San Diego at any time that will suit the convenience of us both. 
If your religion is so perfect, if it is divine, if it will help a strug
gling humanity, you certainly ought to be willing to meet me on 
the platform. . There could not be a more favorable opportunity 
for the spread of the gospel, for the conviction of sinners, and 
for the destruction of the unbelievers. I sincerely hope that you 
will be ready for a public discussion of the all-important 
questi9ns touched upon in your article and in my reply. 

Anaheim, April 16, 1889. SAMUEL P. PUTNAl\l. 

• 
A STORY OLD ONCE MORE RETOLD. 

Old Adam, who lived in the garden of yore
You have heard of the gentleman often before.-;.. 
The first one,. was he and only one, too, 
Had all his own way, if this story is true. 
As he was the only, of course he felt lonely, 
I never shall wonder he was so, will you? 
Solitary confinement, authorities say, 
Is a hard mode of punishment even to-day. 

'Tis further affirmed that the creator found 
The judgment of Adam was "tolable" sound; 
So first he suggested, for helpmeet, a beast, 
But none seemed to suit Father Adam the least. 
I think it was lucky that Adam was plucky, 
In those early days on his rigilts to insist.' 
What he wanted was either the best or the wors~
A rebel was Adam, you see, from the first. 


Then a sleep fell on Adam, a sleep without fear, 

For his bed was of roses, his conscience was clear; 

As he'd never been tempted, he'd never done wrong

No wonder his sleep was both heavy and long. 

But he now was loser, this innocent snoozer, 

For out from his side a rib was unstrung. 

From this "dig in the ribs" was made, we are told, 

A helpmeet for Adam most fair to behold. 


For once in his life, I suppose, he was charmed; 

With love and affection his bosom was warmed. 

Where all their surroundmgs were lovely and good, 

And bounteous nature supplied them with food, 

Those two lovers were gay in their innocent way, 

And gladly I'd leave them in this happy mood. 

But now comes the sequel, alas! even then 

They had one commandment, thou.gh now we htne ten. 


Next chapter begins with the tale of a snake-

Among wonderful narratives this takes the cake. 

There's only a fish story bigger than this; 

Jonah took an advantage of Moses, I guess-

As he was the latest, he gave us the greatest. 

A judge at a picnic would get in distress, 

If Moses and Jonah were there in disguise, 

Which one of these fellows should gobble the prize. 


The snake in this story, they tell me, could speak, 

He'd no introduction, but plenty of cheek. 

He spoke to the woman and told ht!r what she, 
By eating an apple, of wonderi could see. I 

The woman, believing, knew not of deceiving, . 

She ate, and gave Adam the forbidden tree, 

And both of them now from their slumber awoke 

But alas! 'twas too late, the commandment was" broke." 


Imagine our parents with sorrow and fear 

Awaitmg the moment when God should appear! 

And now he approaches, colossal, sublime, 

And both of them freely acknowledge their crime, 

But, merciful never, he cursed them forever, 

CJlrsed mother and child till the end of all time; 

Sent them forth from the garden, and now upon guard, 
Stands a cherubim there with a scintillant sword. 
My friends, I'm not here at all to talk shop, 
But to point out a moral to you ere I stop: 
When next you select from a nice bill of fare 
Of one certain dish you should always beware. 
It may taste very good, but it is understood, 
It brought to the world all our troubles and care; 
You ask what of sorrow and sin was the cause

'Twas a nice looking spare rib and cold apple sauce. 

y- REASONS FOR NON-ATTENDANCE. 

A communication recently appeared in the Salinas Index,in 
which the writer, a prominent clergyman, expressed a desire to 
know why people do not attend church. As he, with evident 
sincerity, requested replies, by letter or otherwise, I answered 
his question substantially as follows: 

REV. MR. BLANK, Dear Sz": I do not attend church because, 
after many years of honest, earnest effort, I found' it im possible 
to believe its creed. You profess to inculcate morality, but offer 
the reward of eternal happiness for credulity--you call it faith
and make uprightness of conduct a secondary consideration. I 
have heard many of your profession-yourself, I think, among 
the number-assert that a man of exemplary (haracter whois 
not a believer in Christianity is worse than a criminal. Should 
you hear a Mohammedan make an assertion of like character, 
would· not his bigotry disgust you? An intelligent honest person 
must have evidence upon which to found a belief upon any sub
ject, evidence not being subject to our control. Are we responsible 
for our belief ? Yet your God punishes not for our.conduct 
that we can, but for our belief that we cannot control Your an
swer to this, doubtless, is that in rejecting the Bible we reject 
evidence on which you do, and all might, base a belief in 
Christianity. If it is, as you claim, the word of God, you are 
right. You say it was written by inspired men. Were the 
members of the council at Nice, that decided by ballot what it 
should and what it should not comprise, inspired? \Vere the 
venal, illiterate monks-its sole custodians for centuries---,-in
spired? Do you think that yourself and Father Gilhooley would 
agree as to which version, Catholic or Protestant, contained the 
greatest amount of inspiration to the square inch? I remember, 
when a child, reading passages in it that shocked my sense of 
jus!ice as well as decency. Not long since I read an extract 
from a sermon by the noted divine, Talmage, in which he stated 
to a presumably enlightened congregation in the city of Brooklyn 
that the angels assisted Noah in embarking the animals snakes 
and insects. .Remembering some of the experience of ~y bov~ 
hood, my sympathy was with the angel that managed the polecat 
department. 

You say the angels rejoice at the conversion of a sinner. Is 
their rejoicing greater over a convert to a Roman Catholic or 
Protestant faith? And if the latter, at the present ratio of in
crease, in our country, of the former, won't it be some time be
fore the angels have much of apicnic? You also inform us that 
the devil was once an angel. Did sin really originate in heaven? 
Was there a time when God was not supreme in his own 
re~idence? Th~ New Testament you claim to be especially in
spIred. Accordmg to that, God became so angry with the peo
ple of his own selection that he caused, or permitted, a portion 
of himself to be put to death to appease the wrath of the remain
ing fraction. The fraction that was killed-being about one-third 
~although of the same age as the other two-thirds, you call the 
Son o~ ~od, though it was still another fraction, the Holy Ghost, 
that VISIted Mary, and of whom Joseph is presumed to have 
reason to be jealous. . 

Here I.will admit that I find one charitable feature in the 
Ch~istian religion. I b~liev: ~o creed ever required its sllb
scr~ber~ to ~nderstand thIS. ~nmty.. The holy inquisitors, even 
whIl~ hstenmg to the a~omzmg shrIeks of .their helpless victims, 
admItted, that to reqUIre' the human bram to understand the 
Christian problem that three times one make but one" was a 
cruel~y they could not sanction. Implicit faith was all they de
manded. 

My brain is so fashioned that what to you is doubtless reason. 
~ble, even sacred,is tome impossible and absurd. I concede 
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your right to accept, simply claiming the right to do that which 
my reason compels-reject. Are you equally tolerant? In a 
class at school is it the stupid poy that asks questions? Is it the 
bright one that manifests the greater faith? Is skepticism in
variably wicked, or only when a doubt of your creed is expressed? 
If I ever learn that my God damns a man for exercising his 
reason, I will never take up another collection in his behalf. 

The above are some of my reasons for rejecting Christianity 
and consequent non-attendance of church, which you are at 
liberty to make public. But I presume you will be governed by 
the inflexible rule of the church in suppressing investigation and 
consign this to the flames. The time is not long past when the 
writer would have been subjected to the same purifying process. 

. Grub Gulch. A. W. POOLE. 

NEW YORK LETTEIt. 

In my last I spoke of trouble in the Manhattan Club. The 
name of the man suspected has been for several days hawked 
round by the newspapers. It is Bernard CaSserly, a brother of 
California's late Uni:e:.! States senator. Mr. Casserly is a kind
hearted but a weak man. This is a serious charge. If true, he 
is ruined socially; if untrue, an untold injury has been done him. 
We cannot believe there is any truth in this report. It was a 
factional fight. The older members \\'ished to make the club 
more social in its nature; the younger more political in its scope. 
They wished to make it a power in politics, as the Union League 
is. The old men carried the day. This club was organized as a 
political club, but some ten years or more ago it was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. A few members came to the rescue, and 
the club was filled with men of both parties. This action is said 
to have 'saved the club. These men naturally feel that their work 
should be recognized. There is an ugly feeling in the club; but 
time will doubtless calm it down. President Cleveland has been 
elected an honorary member. 

The sale of the Duke of Durcal's pictures was a perfect failure. 
There were several reasons for this. An impression got abroad 
that they were poor specimens of the old masters. Some even 
asserted that they were mere copies. The chief reason was the 
want of appreciation of the old masters by our citizens. There 
is too much shoddy in the circle of our rich men to appreciate 
such works. They want pictures of brilliant colors and pleasant 
subjects. There is indeed little in the old Dutch school to please 
such an eye. The somberness of them borders on repulsi veness 
to the ordinary person. T~ere is something in Murillo that chills 
the fancy. It takes a cultivated taste to dote on, such subjects. 
The success of former :sales must have inflamed the fancy of this 
Spaniard. The press has hardly treated him fairly. The duke 
will doubtless give New York in the future a wide berth. He 
has no reason to love her. 

As I intimated in my la~t, Ward McAllister is out of this cen
tennial celebration. He has made his bow an:.! gracefully retired. 
The public got very tired of this wrangle, and would not shed a 
tear if Stive Fish should step down and out. The work of erect
ing stands is being rapidly pushed. The queer thing about these 
stands is that the seats are even now in the hands of speculators. 
I understand this is denied by the committee of arrangements, 
but there is a leak somewhere. There are to be over seventeen 
thousand seats on all the stands. Another question has arisen, 
t: e., who is to preside at the banquet. McAllister says that Com
modore Gerry is anxious for the honor. There seems to be but 
one proper person for that seat, and that is Mayor Grant. The 
mayor if not an orator. The route of the procession has been 
changed, so as to include Union square. 

The mayor took the bull by the horns yesterday morning by 
directing the commissioner of public works to cut the wires and 
remove the poles of the Western Union Telegraph Co., and 
Brush electric light.. The work commenced at once, and is 
pushed forward to-day. Thus the long-desired riddance of this 
nuisance is beginriing to materialize. The Western Union threat
ens to hold the city responsible for any damage. This com
pany will discover that it does not own our streets. The city is 
ready to lock horns with it in a legal tussle. The electric com
panies have been the most defiant, but they are inclined to be a 

little more meek to-day. Their wires have not only been re· 
moved but carted away by the city, thus revenue and property 
melting away at the same time. 

. "The proponents rest" were the startling words uttered yester
day in the surrogate court by Elihu Root, Judge Hilton's lawyer 
in the Stewart will case. The contestants had rested after a strug
gle of about a year. It goes without saying that the court and 
the coun~el for the heirs were astonished. vVhat does it mean? 
Why does Judge Hilton hand his case over to be argued before 
the court without putting on the stand one single witness? Has 
he no evidence to rebut the charges made against him by the 
witnesses for the plaintiffs, or does he think that Joe Choate has 
not made a case worthy of combating? Whatever the motive, it 
was a surprise, and is causing universal talking. The summing 
up is to be on May 20. Here is an opportunity for Mr. Cho!.te 
to show if he is really a relative of the brilliant Rufus. No young 
man in New York is growing faster in public estimation than 
young Ro)t. The fact that Judge Hilton selected him for his 
leading counsel in this contest, involving as it does millions of 
dollars, is proof enough of his extraord~nary ability. Wall s!reet 
continues dull, general trade slow, and the business man disgusted. 

New York, April 17, 1889. EUDoRus. 

THE BIBLE IN FAVOR OF DEBATE. 

v. 
Concluded. 

Jesus, his disciples, his apostles, were found vindicating truth 
and freedom : "The truth shall make you free ;" "why, even of 
yourselves judge ye not what is right ?" Both hearing and asking 
questions. "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." 
Question, question, question I Ask; seek to know; demand the 
why and the wherefore. Jesus said" answer me:" the Pharisees 
"began to question with him;" "the scribes questioning with 
them;" "questioning one with another;" "they asked him;" he 
answered. Such is the language of the New Testament. The 
book abounds with these expressions. Truly, his ministry was a 
perpetual controversy. Oh that there were a " perpetual contro
versy," in a loving spirit, good will toward everybody, in the 
church and throughout the world-the primary object, Truth. 

\Ve are informed that Jesus debated with the" devil" himself 
and vanquished him. He ,vas in favor of meeting in controversy 
with all sorts of persons. Matthew tells us (xxii, 46) "No man 
was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man, from that 
day forth, ask him any more questions." This was after he had 
been disputing with his religious opponents, the Pharisees. They 
heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence. A lawyer tried 
his hand at it; but what became of the lawyer the history does 
not state. When a lawyer has nothing more to say, the debate is 
closed as far as he is eoncerned. It appears to me that it is the 
duty of every believer of the Bible to silence the Sadducees, the 
Infidels, the Agnostics, the Freethinkers of this· day; but it some
times looks as if the Christians are the-ones that are silenced, and 
"durst" not ask them any more questions I 

What, then, is the duty of the clergy of our land? Should they 
not put to flight the Infidel hosts by fair, manly debate? When
ever a lecturer visits YQur town, discoursing against Chri~tianity, 
and who invites criticism, what better opportunity for the relig
ious teachers to bring forward the evidences in favor of the in
spiration of the Bible and the superiority of Christianity over 
every other system? Fat better than the regular one-sided Sun
day sermons, for this reason: hundreds of thousands of Free

. thinkers seldom go to church; not because they are not in favor 
of hearing both sides, but because that is just what they do not 
hear at church. Here, then, is the minister's opportunity: if the 
Infidels will not go to the preacher, let the preacher go to the In
fidels. And he should go in a kindly manner, inviting, and if 
need be, challenging Freethinkers to produce their reasons 
against Christianity and the Bible, and submit to searching criti
cisms by the defender of the Bible and the Christian religion in 
joint debate. Acrimony, bluster, offensive personalities on the 
part of either lecturer or clergyman should be ruled out of order 
by·the people and" the board of moderators. 

While disputants should not be expected' to overlook error, nor 
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to show the least mercy to dangerous or injurious teachings advo
cated by either, in the opinion of either; yet, tOFard e3.ch other 
and the audience, the greatest courte~y should be manifested, 
Deb lters should never lose sight of the fact that the better class 
of people expect them to be gentlemen. Let them expend their 
earnestnes3 on the proposition involved, No one but a bunO'ler 
or novice abuses the defenda.nt's attorn'!y, I have hId the pl~IS
ure of holding many debates where both sides, while doing their 
best to show that "our side" is right and "yourside" wrong, never
theless manifested throughout a cordial good will that made such 
intelle~tual encounters blessed helps to truth-winning and charity
begettmg" ,But there have been times when I have met oppo
nents, relIgIOUS teachers, too, who supposed that by showering 
me with epithets, raining maledictions on my he'l.u, peltino- me 
with invective, somehow, in some mysterious manner~ un
known to the logician, they were thus making progress in demol
ishing my positions and establishing their own! I regret to say 
that some Freethinkers are not a whit better. 

My opponent has a right to hold up my positions in plain 
sight, and to ridicule them to death if possible. He has a right 
to irony, sarcasm, mirth, pathos. They are the flashing, shining 
weapons in the arsenal of everlasting truth. It is the free use of 
those, as well as. sober, ~olid argument, that makes debate in
tensely ~nteresting. " Ye should earnestly contend for the f.lith 
which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude i, 3), 

That is it, "earnestly contend ;" not angrily, hatefully, but 
earnestly; not for mere personal mabtery over an opponent. That 
is ignoble. Be earnest, but contend nevertheless, If any relig
ious teacher cannot contend good-naturedly, it is exceedingly 
doubtful whether he ever had a call to preach-and I think I 
have shown by an abundance of texts that no man can preach 
Bible and leave debate out. According to the Christian's -own 
standard Jehovah is in favor of debate. So were the prophets. 
Job favored it. Solomon unequivocally in favor. Christ's teach
ing is saturated with it. Paul was full of debate. Stephen vindi
cated it to his last breath. 

If my representations are not true, let them be answered: If 
they are true, let it be frankly confessed. 

No one can practically believe the Bible who refuses to cast 
his convictions into the crucible of controversy. W. F. JAMIESON. 

S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

The distinguished Freethought orator, S. P. Putnam, enter
tained the people of Santa Ana last Saturday and Sunday, with 
three of his elegant lectures upon" The Great Religious Conspir
acy," the" Origin of the Bible," and" Evolution." Excellent 
audiences greeted him at each meeting, and the attention paid 
him was the best evidence of the deep interest people feel in the 
development of truth and the progress of science. His lecture 
on "Evolution" was a model of profound thought and study, and 
indicated the cultured intellect of the eminent thinker and rea
soner. Mr. Putnam -is a believer in the natural and constitu
tional rights of the people in every respect. He attacks no man's 
creed or religion, but like a true knight, has the courage and 
manhood to defend his own against the corrupt assaults of a de
based, superstitious, tyrannical priesthood. ~is eloquence is of a 
high order, while his language is as pure and chaste as Addison's. 
His facts are indisputable, and his logic convincing. Our only 
regret is that he could not remain long enough to give a full 
course of his lectures, and we sincerely hope q,e may corne again 
soon and stay longer. At the close of his lectures he called for a 
list of signers to the Liberal Union who propose to fight all Sun
day-law aggressions and all encroachments of the church upon 
the state. Seventy-five persons, all voters, we believe, re~onded, 
and the prospect is that ere long Santa Ana will have a strong, 
healthy organization of its own. In union there is strength.-Santa 
Ana Standard. 

Do not fear to let reason lead wherever she ,,"ills. Whoever 
is afraid to follow his mental wanderings in any direction ,vill 
never find the highest truths.-ELMINA. 

QUERY.-What is an Agnostic? Answer.-An Atheist with a 
tall hat on.-London Freethinker. 

IT IS DEAD, FOR EVER DEAD. 

You say you have no proof the dead Will live again. 'VeIl, YOli s.!~ 
no proof that the little flower that withers and di~s the first season will 
live again the next; but it dOi!s. Is what I now write produced by mind 
or matter?-A. 

Our friend "A." must remem ber that the little flower never 
does revive again. The rose drops its petals and it is for ever 
~ead. No succeeding spring time can revive it. The bush may 
lIve; the root may live, but the rose is gone. New roses may 
come, just as new generations of men and women come to take 
our places, but the dead are always dead. 

Pull up the bush by the roots and burn it, and then all will be 
dead, and no more roses will come upon it. Sweep every hu
man being from our planet, and probably no more would- ever 
inhabit it. Or, if a new race was evolved from the animal king
dom, it might differ materially from our own. WE would be for 
ever gone. Death ends the ego. Personal identity is extinct. 
yve may .leav,e footr~ints behind us-or leave written or printed 
Ideas-mmd ImpreSSIOns, but ourselves are annihilated. 

I,do not say there are not" sensitives," who may be able to 
get I~ "rapport" with a something we leave behind us, just as 
~edlUms profess to do, ~ut it is not fully proven to my satisfac
tIOn, though there are thmgs I cannot explain or understand 
the why and wherefore of, and yet I do not think so many peo
ple are deceivers or deceived, so I wait and remain expectant. 

\Vhat "A." was writing was produced by matter. Mind is 
simply matter in ~o~ion-a form of force, just as are light and 
heat. - Whatever IS, IS natural, and according to law accordinO'to 
what is compelled by causes and effects which run back into the 
never-beginning past and will continue into the never-ending 
future. 

\Ve are the outcome of all that past-an evolution from the 
protoplasm of the infancy of life upon our planet; or of one of 
the epochs that evolved new forms of life after some cataclysm 
that may have destroyed the former existences upon our earth. 

L~fe is one of. the qualities or properties of m~tter, matter in 
motIOn-orgamzed matter-just as butter is a part of milk and 
milk is evolved or produced from hay, grass, and corn th;ough 
the chemical and natural forces of the cow. 

Mind and matter are one and the same thing, just as ice and 
water are. But all matter is not mind, nor is all water ice' but 
under proper c~mditions any portion of water will become' ice 
and any portion of matter will become mind. Change and in~ 
terchange is the great universal law of all nature. 

What to-day is ourselves may have been a portion of a' billion 
other living, organized identities, millions of times over and over 
and may be so again, but it never can be ourselves more tha~ 
once. A snowball broken up and made over is never the same 
snowball again. Old forms and old identities are perpetually 
passing away, and new ones take their places. Thus, through 
all endless ages new hopes, and new ambitions, new joys and new 
pleasures, are fresh and fau to new and fresh identities. Let us 
then ch~rish and, appr~ciate the now, for it only is ours. To
morrow IS our chIldren s, and the next to-morrow our children's 
children's. AUNT EUUNA. 

AN idea of the size of some California trees may be gained 
from the fact that John W. Coleman, general manaO'er of the 
North Pacific Coast railroad, has been asked by a ;umber of 
people living al,ong ,the line o~ that road to change the road-bed 
above Duncan- s MIlls for a dIstance of some one hundred yards 
so as t~ run the ~rack through the trunk of one of the large red
woods ~~ that. neIghborhood. Mr. Coleman is considering the 
propOSItIOn WIth much favor. 

\V. F. J A1\IIESON requests us to say that he will be at liberty to 
accept calls for lectures and debates any,...here on the Pacific 
coast after November I. Arrangements can now be made with 
him by addressing him at Coryell, Colo. . 

RI,IUBARB BIT~ERS. impart a delicious flavor-to all drinks, cure dys. 
pepsIa, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels Try them A G 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. _. •. . 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ftrent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be nm by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same Or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks,'is com
munal life, ancl he has.drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wrilteIi. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
'An Expose 

Of the perversi(}n of Stephen Gfrard's magnificent 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 


By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 
Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A CRITICISM BY II· JEFFERSON." 
Price, 10 cents. Address· 

• PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Pric-e 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. . 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to. him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Provincial Bigotry. 

Says the Charlottetown (New Brunswick) 
Examiner: A scene which is, perhaps un
precedented in our court~, occured in the 
county court on Saturday last, at the trial of 
an action of trover for the value of a cow 
alleged to have been illegally seized under 
execution against Ewen Stewart, of Brackley 
Point Road, and claimed by his son, Wal
ter Stewart. In support of the plaintiff's 
claim, a witness was called named Peter 
S~ewart, whose oath was challenged on ac
count of his Infidelity. The following are 
the questions put to him by the judge, and 
his replies thereto: 

" Do you believe in the deity?" 
"No, not in the ordinary acceptation of 

the term." 
" Do you believe in the trinity-God the 

father, son, and holy ghost?" 
"I do not." 
"Do you believe in the Bible?" 
"I believe the Bible is a history." 
"Do you believe it is the inspired word 

of God?" 
" I do not." 
"Do you believe in rewards and punish

ments after death?" 
"I expect no reward after death for any 

good I do, and no punishment beyond the 
grave," 

The next witness called, whose name 
was William Roberts, was also objected to, 
and interrogated in the same way. He re
plied substantially as follows: 

"I do not believe in the Bible. I do 
not believe in God the father, the son, and 
holy ghost. I can't say that I believe in 
any God. I do not believe in heaven or 
hell, nor in the doctrine of rewards and 
p~nishments after death." 

These men were both middle-aged, and 
appeared to be intelligent. After this decla
ration of their faith, or rather want of faith, 
Judge Alley refused to allow an oath to be 
administered to them. In doing so he ex
pressed himself in emphatic terms regard
ing their views, and stated that if they 
adhered to them through life they would 
doubtless have good reason to believe in 
hell before the end of their existence. This 
incident shows that our home missions af:; 
ford a good field for evangelistic effort. 

.Worship. 
\Vide open stuod the church's doors, 

And hundreds crowded there, 
Bedecked in Sunday finery, 

Because the day was fair. 
A stranger strolling by the place 

Approached and bowed his head, 
And to the sexton, gray and grim, 

He reverently said: 
" Methinks 'tIs \vell the people should 

Upon the Sabbath day 
Collect in numbers such as these 

To contemplate and pray. 
"Il How fi(.ble is the thought, my friend, 

That those from far and near, 
The rich and great, do congregate, 

In humble suppliance here." 
The sexton wiped his weeping eyes 

And sadly turned away; 
"The president, you know," he said, 

"Comes here to church to-day." 
-Washington Critic. 

A WRITER in the Fortnightly Review is 
independent enough to deny the immorality 
of cannibalism and say that a good way to 
dispose of the defective, aged,and dependant 
classes would be to eat them. Hygienists 
have often said that the character of a man 
depends upon what he eats. If this is true, 
the cannibalism of the defective classes 
would have a deteriorating effect upon those 
who ate them. We are agin it.-Dr.Foote's 
Health Monthly. 

14 karat G.)ld Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
1-J kao at Gold, smaU size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 
14 karat G 1M. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
U kara~ G.)ld. s'liall size Badge Pin with Diamonu, 85, 6 00 
lO karat Gold, Large Badge l'in...................... 3 00 
j 4 karat G"ld. Large Badge Pin,..................... 4 00 
10 karat Gol-i. Small Charm (for watch chain)...... 3 00 
14 karat GJltl. Sma.! Charm (for watch chain)....... 4 50 
1:) karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 lO 
;4 karat Golll, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Guld, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* Ii \)() 

*Th:s is a full-bodied diamond, Fct so that it mny be 
cleaned flom the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent t" any ad.li€8s. prepaid, and guaranteed as repre· 
sented or mOll y rdulld.,d. address,

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
504 Kearny Street. San Francisco, Cal. 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
MalZi/a, Book, /v·nvs, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer.. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? P,ic(', 10 ccnts . 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms' 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court is a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent '3.uthors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 
tir Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 

50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on applic ation 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled ih quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

L-\TEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; IIjewels, $9.50; 15 jewels,$12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50' . In 3-011nce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-011nce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. Inb~st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold Lase, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware ,of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open'-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIA:\IONDS.-I am an expert in this line, 'and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
c('nt below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35··for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100; for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.~A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S;!lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.5 0 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .5 0 

6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. - Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

_ OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHTBADGES see next column of this paper. 

I 

selling
work for 
hours... 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK " AAYSDR.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Scot
; ~ ,1f~rtG:~v~;.~r~ u~~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l ::.tn::,~~CJ ~.l(~~';~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 

Itt." r·ut" fiO:oit"ty. 1t 1. IlC ' V , tlt:II'U I II!:" a ·nd Tery In.lructlve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.al' and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~l~e~~t!:u:~ bn::lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of~'lIooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by whIch tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors. phYSICians, clergymen, crjb~, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubj ecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interebtill Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW·F EA TURE Just intr<?<luccd, consists of anr
l~ul ~bnrt•• Infivecolo guaOlnteed?"U~~ri~~~i'b~f~~·~ft!~~:a~~ · 
war phYlliologiC1l1 book. ar:td rendering it Rjrnin the mO'!t ntrrnctave and quick·AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 

Koehler Writt:R: .. I lIold the ftr.;t six boQkIJ in two 
M.any agents take 50 or 100 at once. nt special rates. SenWfor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... wbite ancJFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£UII. M01tJ.hl.. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW J~rk. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in~ settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.5° per annum by 

Cloth, 75 ets. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

HoVl' to Live. 

So should we live that every hour 
May die as dies the natural flower
A self-reviving thing of power; 

That every thought and every deed 
May hold within itself the seed 
Of future good and future need. 

-Lord Houghton. 

A Home Question 

A Detroit boy surprised his father the 
other day by asking: 

" Father do you like mother?" 
"Why, yes, of course." 
" And she like you?" 
"Of course she does." 
"Did she ever say so?" 
"Many a time, my son." 
"Did she marry you because she loved 

you?" 
"Certainly she did." 
The boy looked the old man over, and 

after a long pause, asked: 
" Well, was she as near-sighted then a!3 

she is now?"-Detroit Free Press. 

A CLERGYMAN was absorbed in thought a 
few Sundays ago, just before divine service 
began, ,,,hen he was approached by the or
ganist, who asked, "What ·shall I play?" 
"What kind of a hand have you got?" re
sponded the absent-minded clergyman .. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PH YSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in his 
lipecialty) as his practke will 
surely prove. 'fhe Doctor 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and middlt>
aged men such as seminal 
weakness. impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretiol1 and 
igllorance of youth. 'I'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, .• Private 
Counsellor," setting fortb an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE elIDE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope~ ulied. The book spoken of sent sealed. 

~~d~~:~;>y~}(~a~ ih~Lfg!~3~~::t~~D, NEW JERSEY. 

[From the Washington NAtional View.] 
TIr. Felluws. of Vineland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympatbetic and 
skillful physician. Similia,r advertisements from unreliable 

~~~~t.g:~F~TIo~~~~ ~~~~i:li~~~I~~ a~~ i~s:~~ftst~~r~~~:i 
in his profession, and the encomiums showered Unon him 
publicly as well as in private, are llattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devolion to h'lI specialties in bis profession have 110 
justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him. 

. A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0 .• Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELT.O'TTS-Dear Sir: The remedy JOu sent 
!s workmg hke a charm. I am completely surprise the way
It acts upou the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours res, ectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair lIample of tbe hundreds of 
testimonials re~eived from all parts of the Unite~ States. 
from young, llliddl .. ·aged and elderly men, suffermg from 
various kinds of sexual complaints. but Who a e now cured 
by lilY External AI,pllcati(ln, the grehte::.t of all known 
remedies for this class of diseases. AS I aill an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freetl)..inkcrs of the I.aud will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money on 
Christian doctofls. DR. FELLOWS. 

http:M01tJ.hl
http:lJVl'u.al
http:jewels,$12.50
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

t'v1erchant Tailor. 

7222 BTOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Rroa..lway. 

Dl{ES8 SUITS A SPECIALTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery st. Cars pass by_ 

TELEPHOSE No. 6:>5 

PI o. GHILSTRO~I, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

Commercial Business and Coilections a. Specialiy. 

Office, 413 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SA~ ·FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Pi~ClrIC Cl\I{RIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE,1.1. POWELL ST. 

()LIVER H INCKi :,.-,y, SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 ~nd 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1.950. 


A. REED. 
F1RST-CLASS 

o. S H 0 E~at u80OTS 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing ncatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. . JAS. A. REED, 
.,. 375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

Twentieth Century. 

Devoled to Secular Religion and Social 
Regeneration. 

HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of abJe writers, 
the Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. 

It is the only so·called " Lib~ral" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages~ Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

-
. S~mple copiu fru. All su~scribers wili 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


., 


receive a copy of 1111'. Pentecost's book, cc What. h 
Believe." Address VIew t e surrounding scenery of ages to 

- Twentieth Century Publishing Co., . come. Seltzer was perfectly rational to'the 
NO.4 Warren street, New York. last.-Pittsburgh Dispatch. 

~~INESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

PAN;~ ;'~IT~~~~ ·FOn··· ............................................ ' .. 35.00 


.. .... ...... ............................... ........ 6.00 


Samples forwarded on ·Application, 
CIl:..A.S. F. :aUFt.0-lv.J:.A.N"• 


TAILOR, 

-1.01. FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK • . CRAS. W. CLARI[ 

l~EMSBURG's 'W'ORI<S. 

DIAMOND VALLE Y False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 

NURSERIES. 

CLARl\. BROS.,' PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Oatalpas for Timber Oulture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at Th(-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Frul.t 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled I1nd Delivered on Short Notice 

Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 
Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. o. Box 0, S,m Jacinto, Cal 
-================== 

An Atheist's Grave. 

Gus M. -Scltzcr died a few days ago at 
China Grove, Rowan county, N. C. He 
was a pronounced Infidel, believing in 
neither God nor a future of any kind. Two 

. ... 
years ?efo~e his death, knowmg hls demIse 
to be Immment, he went to a tree near the 
yard, and 'under it marked a place for his 
grave, giving instructions as to how it was 
to be dug and his mode of burial. He 
wanted a layer of cedar brush at the bottom 
of the grave, to be filled up with dirt. He 
said that_when decomposition set in the 
sap of the tree would draw him up the 
limbs, and he could perch on the tree and 

per dozen. As a Missionary Ducument IIi. 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ,:,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiades; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church anu Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; Lhe Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sl"very 
Reform; the Woman's. Rights Movement: the 
Temperance Reform; the Church allli Lhe Re-. 
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. raine, Wa<;hington, 
-• ..Jefferson, alld hauklin. l'rice J5 Cellllt. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~criptUle; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Ruhbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Munier; Wars of ~ on'luesl antI 

Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; LTnkintiness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery: 1'0
lygamy; Intemperance; Puverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. e This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
(rom a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: 01 igin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabhadl; the Christian 
.scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of ,-hristian H.eformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. C" Price, 2S cents: 6 copies. $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, . 
504 Kearny st. San Francisc 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacherzo cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

____________.J 

I 
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YONE SANTO, 

A Child of Japan.

• 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


The Book that the American Missionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and an Unspar~ng Exposure of the Missionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FREETI.10UGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S \VORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an actist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
o-t G. Il1go-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the'war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the 1ivn~ spirit of to.day."-J'onn Swilltpn's 
P.~ 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a beU, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-BlIlgarius. 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
noyel anti ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is t~ld 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of diC
tion and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
l'ut~am as a genuine poet. "- The Ullivlru, 
Sal1 Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Sci~n
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophicar writer Mr. PUlnam is always a suc
cess and we delight to read him. His easy
styl~ and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. F~ote's Health 
illonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the w·hole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
·related.~ It is well worth reading."-Boslo1l 
Imustisrator- . 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A·Discussion between Gladsto.le, Huxley, !Iulle~, Linton, 
Reville on the Conflict between Genesis and G6Ologr. 
Price, 60 ceuti. 

Selfish Praying. 

As Satan passed through heaven from 
A walk on earth one day, 

The Lord looked up and questioned him, 
"Didst hear my creatures pray?" 

"Ay, Lord, I heard their prayers resound 
Where'er I listening stood, 

But, by my soul, not one of them 
Prayed for his brother's good." 

Then looked Jehovah fire and flame, 
And spake this fierce decree

"Who makes a selfish prayer is thine, 
The others come to me." 

Then all that night on heaven's walls 
The Lord and Satan stood, 

To see how many sons of man 
Would pray for a brother's good. 

Alas, they watched there many an hour, 
And yet there came no sound; 

The poor, they prayed for pennies, and 
The rich, they prayed for pounds; 

The ugly prayed for beauty, and 
The awkward prayed for grace; 

The old ones prayed for youthful looks 
To hide a wrinkled face. 

The limping prayed for healthy joints, 

The red haired ptayed for brown, 


The short ones prayed for longer legs, 

The tall to be cut down. 

The brown-eyed prayed for blue ones, 
The cross-eyed prayed for straight, . 

The fat ones prayed for melting down, 
The lean ones prayed for weight. 

The doctors prayed for sickness, and 
The undertakers death; 

The captives prayed for sunshine, and 
The phthisicky for breath. 

The maiden prayed for lover's vows, 
The soldier prayed for war; 

The beggar prayed for horse to ride, 
The drunkard prayed for "more." 

The sick man prayed for break of day, 
The thief for longer night; 

The miser prayed for more of gold-
The blind man prayed for sight. 

At last there came a tearful voice 

Up to the starlit sky

"Oh! may my uncle's suul this night 
Rest with the Lord on high." 

"Then:':, one for me," Jehovah cries, 
"Not so!" the Devil said, 

"He's heir to all his uncle's wealth, 
He wants the old man dead." 

Just then there came another voice 
In supplicating tones- .. 

"Oh! may the-grave be late to close 
O'er neighbor David's b,.m~s." 

"There's surely one for me at last!" 
But Satan cried, "Not yet! 

He merely wants the man to live 
Until he pays his debt." 

And so they waited till the stars 
Went out at break of day; 

Then Satan seized his bag of souls 
And sped his homeward way. 

Upon high heaven's glittering wall 
. Long had they listening st00d, 
But not a mortal all that night 

Prayed for hii brother's good. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND l\1USIC) 

For 	Liberal· and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice ........... ~ ..............$1.50 

Address orders to 
L.K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desile 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some' latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, pap·er, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

http:Gladsto.le
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THE Grant Post, G.A.R., of Brooklyn, N. Y., has distinguished 
itself. Anthony Comstock, the Vice Society's spy and scavenger, 
applied for admission and received thirty~seven blackballs. Com
stock was sutler's clerk with a bad record as an accountant. 

. IT is learned from the Alta California that the local courts of 
Pittsburg, Pa., have ruled that it is disorderly conduct to distrib
ute heterodox tracts on the streets. We join the Alta in its 
prayer that these wise courts will now tell us just what ortho
doxy is. 

THE Roman church is willing to run the state, but the state" 
cannot by any means run the church. The Catholics of San 
Francisco met in their churches on ihauguration day, not because 
the president recommended it, but in obedience to the com
mands of Archbishop Riordan, who, in his circular, utterly ignored 
the presidential proclamation previously issued. 

THE Rev. \V. A. Cuddy, who was chaplain of the legislative 
assembly. of Arizona which has just adjourned, has sent to the 
treasury department for deposit in the conscience fund the sum 
of $22.50, being part "of the salary paid him as chaplain. His 
motive for this action is explained by him as follows: "I cannot 
see that it is right for the rulers to take the people's money and 
pay it out to some hypocrite to stand up before a legislative body 
and pray for pay." The Rev. Mr. Cuddy is accused of being in
sane. It looks so. 

SOME time ago FREETHOUGHT contained a review of a book en
titled" God and Man," by the Kev. Dr. Henry Truro Bray, of 
Booneville, Mo. Dr. Bray had found after many years' study of 
the scriptures that he could not subscribe to various doctrines 
which .the Episcopal church imposes on its members, such as 
vicarious atonement, eternal punishment after death, the resur
rection of the dead, and the making of belief in the divinity of 
Christ an essential part of faith. He embodied these and other 
Liberal ideas in his book; then he called the,attention of his 
bishop to the articles of the Episcopal creed which he had violated, 
and calmly requested to be deposed. The bishop at olice complied 
with Dr. Bray's request, and expelled him from the ministry, but 
he had the good grace· to say that the preacher showed "true 

manliness in his conduct." He might have added that there 
were many occupants of Episcopal pulpits to whom the same 
compliment could not be truthfuIIy paid. 

SCHWEINFURTH, a religious impostor of Chicago, whose claims 
as a messiah have been previously mentioned, is threatened with 
a suit for damages for having alienated wives from their husbands. 
His followers.are mostly women, who submit to his pretensions 
as the savior and to his claims as a man. The principal op
ponents of Schweinfurth are members of other churches, and 
profess to worship his predecessor who declared that any who 
would not desert their families and follow him were not worthy 
to be his disciples. 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

'Vill lecture in San Francisco, Sundays, 
May ~2, ~9, and 26, ~889, 

--AT-

. UNION SQUARE HALL 

42 I Post Street. 

SUBJECT 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 12, "A Review of Moody and Jones." 


ADMISSION FREE. LECTURE AT 3 P. M. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 

Lemoore, named after my good friend Dr. Lee Moore, again 
gives cordial welcome, and I wander into pleasant pathways, 
amidst its fruitful and sunny scenes. There seems to be con
gregated here, by some mystic attraction, a choice company of 
intellectual spirits, of broad and varied experience, where Free
thought might produce its richest results. The delightful hospi
talityof Mr. and Mrs. B. K. Sweetland made a cheerful retreat 
from laborious days. Mrs. Sweetland dwells in the large atmos
phere of the two worlds that mingle with happy faith. . But the 
visions of the hereafter do not make less beautiful the fields of to
day. So in this gentle home, where the tall trees shade the grass 
and flowers, I ·had a sojourn both restful and invigorating. 

I was a bit under the weather with a cold when I arrived, but 
Dr. Moore was my guardian physician and put me on the way to 
health again. He seems to know just what to do for the ills that 
flesh is heir to, and has a comprehensive understanding of the 
material man, though his philosophy pierces to the invisible. Sun
day morning there was quite a symposium of thought among 
our company, and many points of view made alternating lights 
upon problems of origin and destiny. My friend W. S. Cun
ningham is a Positive Materialist, but of the ideal order and rec
ognizes the ever-abounding mystery of being. W. M. Gill, of 
the Lemoore Leader, drinks deep, it seems to me, of the Hege
lian spirit and philosophy, which is forever alluring to the hu
man mind, and Dr. Moore revels in the ideas of Plato and ap
plies the :brilliant metaphY6ics of the Greek to modern hope. 
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Starting from his primal propositions of the finite and infinite as 
the two great realities of the mental world, his reasonings seem to 
be both mathematically and poetically true. Man is finite, but 
since he has the capacity to grasp the principles of the infinite, in 
him also must be the element of infinite and therefore of immor
tality. Since man can grasp eternal truth, there must in his very 
nature be a reality which corresponds to his sublime ·vision. The 
power to understand is the power to be, and knowledge proclaims 
the measure of" existence. Wonderfully interesting these thoughts 
are. and along the boundary of life they fling enchanting pictufes 
and the shores of time glisten where the unknown sea forever 
breaks. 

Sunday afternoon and evening the meetings were well attended. 
In the evening the hall was fi,lled to its utmost capacity, the en
thusiasm was manifest, and Freethought evidently has a home in 
thfs prosperous community. Mr. W. S. Cunningham acted as· 
chairman in the afternoon, and W. M. Gill in the evening, with 
pleasant introductions for the speaker. Mr. Geo. S. Foster and J. 
H. Fox were also on the stage. From Hanford Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Jenkinson, Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Ford, Mr. E. J. Cole, 
A. F. Jewett, and others were present.. They are ready for the 
work at Hanford, and will arrange for a lecture there when the 
fall campaign opens. 

Again I had the pleasure of greeting Dr. Hamlin, who believes 
in th~ sunny side of things, but is always ready for pioneer work. 
Dr. Seth Morse was on hand also, and the enthusiasm of youth 
glows in the heart of age. Capt. Thos. Nelson makes the ship of 
humanity move on, be it sunshine or storm. Allen Fox returned 
from San Francisco in time for the last lecture. His son, a brill
iant scholar, has been compelled to relinquish his studies on ac
count of threatened blindness. A career of exceptional promise 
is thus early clouded, but I am glad to hear that recovery is now 
hopeful, and our" bright band of youth" will not lose this talented 
worker. All our heart and hope are with him for a restoration of 
health. 

And many other friend:::; I might mention in this pleasant burg, 
E. Hill, Frank B. Fox, John Thompson, Lucien Bee", Geo. S. 
Poster, of the ranks of FREETHOUGHT, S. I. Kidd, A. S. Cunning
ham, etc. About forty names, "good and true," are on the ro~l 
of the Liberal Union, and so Lemoore will be one of our bright 
landmarks, and all the glowing colors of thought of this world 
and of the" summer-land" shall mingle with its jeweled expanses 
of fruit, and flower, and grass, and orchard bloom, to the blue 
and white ram parts of the distant hills. 

Monday, I go over to Visalia. Unfortunately, the lectures 
were not well advertised, and many Liberal friends did not know 
of them, and so I did not have a large attendanc~. Besides, the 
Pawnee Indian Medicine Company was in town, at the magnifi
cent new Armory Hall, and was evidently the" town talk" before 
my arrival: It had exhibited for several evenings, and was billed 
for a week more. However, it was a good show. I found my 
old friend, F. P. Burgess, brother of Alf. Burgess, in management 
of the affair, with C. A. Burgess and H. E. Burgess, and I had 
with them a pleasant visit. The Burgesses know Indian life by 
heart, for they have been brought up in it. It is a matter of ex
perience, and if the aborigines have any good thing I guess those 
apt scholars have taken it for the good of the world. Mrs. R. M. 
Longshore, M. D., was al50 lecturing at Armory Hall, and teach
ing women much of the gospel of good sense and wise fashion. 
She is an attractive speaker. Longshore and Burgess are names 
well and favorably known in the Liberal ranks. 

".,. 

I also had the pleasure of meeting JamesJ. Martin, of Kaweah: 
Co·operative Colony Company, located in Kaweah Canyon, and~ 
the giant forest of Tulare county. It was organized August, 1886 .. 
It is conducted upon different. principles than other co-opera-· 
tive or communistic'colonies. An endeavor is made to profit by
past experience, and secure a thoroughly democratic institution .. 
I like Mr. Martin. He seems to have a clear head and to un-· 
derstand the work in which he is engaged, with an . earnest. belief 
in its success. The affairs of the colony are carefully conducted,. 
and so far as theory is concerned it seems to be an arrangement 
for co-operation that skilfully guards against the disasters of other· 
experiments. 

Is was a gratification and repayment of other disappointments. 
to strike hands with Thos. Jacobs and his brother Morphew, who 
are on a ranch of four hundred acres about two miles out from 
Visalia, and I spent Tuesd;y night with them, and in the early 
morning light roamed over their splendid fields and orchards and. 
vineyards, in whose bosom fortune waits the hand of labor. Our 
friends know how to mingle muscle and brain, and they wilt 
make a paradise of the broad domain. Liberals, too, they will 
keep the wheels of progress in motion, and make the harvest of 
earth contribute to the harvest of man in the golden days to. 
come. 

Chas. G. Wilcox made my stay as pleasant as possible, and. 
did all he could for the success of the lectures. He drove me: 
about the city and surrounding country, ami I had a chance to. 
see the fertility and beauty of the neighborhood, and the promise: 
of growth for this handsome city. Amidst the stately oaks it has. 
a comfortable and attractive look, and if it could once get on to. 
the line of railroads it would have a prosperous career. There; 
is no more beautiful town anywhere in ,the state. 

A. E. Redstone, Zane Stuben, Jas. Evans, P. Hollenbeck, and 
others are among the Liberals of this place who are willing to be: 
counted, and whether. good fortune or ill fortu~e betide, the wel-· 
come is generous, and hope is brightened. 

Wednesday morning I pursued my journey, and about noonl 
find myself beneath the trees and amidst the many-colored· flow-· 
ers that surround and adorn the home of Judge North. Here I 
find papers innumerable that reflect the vast and diverse currents. 
of the day, for Judge North is comprehensive in his intellectual. 
sympathies and wants to know everything that is going on, and 
he has the newest thing in orthodoxy as well as the newest thing 
in Freethought, and in his retreat of philosophic and honored 
age he has not let anything pass by of interest to any human be
ing. .He h 1S a libury in which one Cln revel for days, it is such 
a rich and copious selection of the best thoughts· of the time. 
Julge N:);t':l has d)ne a good work in Oleander. From twenty
five to thirty lectures have been given during the past season. 
There is marke::l improvement in the community. The bright
est literature and science of to·day are welcome here. There was 

. good attendance at my lectures. 	 The interest increases. Judge 
North ,yorks with the same energy for Freethought to-day as he 
did forty years ago for anti-slavery, when he plunged into the 
great conflict for freedom, and the orthodox Christianity Of New 
England gave him but cold comfort. He has had vast experi
ence with the clergy of this country, and knows their weak points 
when it comes to a question of genuine reform and progress. It 
is a great privilege to spend a day or two with one who has been 
so intimately in the midst of our national struggle and touched 
elbows with heroic leaders in heat of battle. Mrs. North has 
borne the woman's part, whose gentleness and refinement have 
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been min3"lel with unswerving loyalty to the truth, however stern. 
This fireside gleams with memories that make glorious the hopes 
of the future. 
, Thursday evening, J. ~. Dickenson, of Easton, took me over 

'to his colony, and in the schoolhouse near by we had a small 
meeting, much like what they used to have in the pioneer days of 
anti-slavery. Not a dozen were present, yet we held the fort, 
and th:! roll of Freethought was enlarged, and a ga.in was made. 

The next day I spent in sunny contentment at'Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickenson's home, where I found plenty of Freethought and sci
entific literature.' My friends came from Illinois. They are 
young yet, with one little girl, who is evidently a straight up-and
down Freethinker, bright as May itself, and sings all day long 
-:10 cIo:.Id of superstition in the sunny ripple of life. In the warm 
sunshine of the morning Mr. Dic~enson drove me over the col
ony lands, which present' a beautiful appearance, they are so 
neatly kept and show such signs of thrift and comfort. The lands 
are divided mainly into twenty-acre lots, and these are generally 
planted to orchards and vineyards, and afford a fair living to the 
busy dwellers. There are several churches scattered through the 
'colonies, but I guess Freethought will hold its own. 

Among Mr. Dickinson's coadjutors are Chas. Eckard,-, Fred 
E. Rogers, B. F. Otto, W. Eckard, etc., and there will always be 
a guard of liberty here, though two churches confront the school-
hou~e. -

Mr. and Mrs. Dlldley and family are of the Investigator band 
and were with us on Friday night at Oleander. 

Captain McL'mghlin is an earnest Liberal, and, had time per
mitted, I should have enjoyed a visit with him and his family, 
for they all sail under the banners of the republic of liberty. 

J. D. G.l.lloway and F. J. Galloway are ever ready to lend a 
hand anj keep the lights blazing and the bells ringing. M. F. 
Estes, W. Brooks, 'A. C. Bryan, Mr. and Mrs. Hardie, and others 
to the number of about thirty are on the roll of the Liberal Union. 
Friends S. E. Hopkins, C. W. Glazier, and Chas. Ochs were 
present from Fowler, and propose a lecture at that point at some 
future time. NCr. and Mrs. G. P. Fernald are also among our 
progressive friends of Oleander. So this rural community has, 
responded with goodly number to the Liberal summons, and the 
golden dawn is in heart and hope. 

Saturday I see ::t few friends in Fresno-W.T. Rhms, Chas. 
Burks, Geo. E. Church, Firman Church, etc. Arrangements 
could not be made for lectures at this flourishing city. The al
mighty_ dollar, for the time being, takes the lead, and the country 
is ahead of the city in intellectual activity. But the element is 
in Fresno and it will not always be dormant. In calmer times 
something more than gold will glitter in its busy atmosphere. 

I had just time to shake hands and talk a moment with our 
sturdy and generous supporter, Wm. A. Fisher. He has a pile 
of Freethought books which are seldom idle, but go the rounds 
and keep the electric currents sparkling. Mr. Fisher is a thor
ough man of business, but his heart is aglow for the"good time 
coming," and he likes to do his share of humanity's gain. 

I also met Dr. Rowell, who has been all round the world, and 
is one of the most well-known and popular citizens of Fresno, 
and he h3.S not circumnavigated the globe without taking in many 
a new thought, and observing the H mighty stream of tendency." 

I have thus finished my trip through Southern California, and 
I must say there is a vast improvement. Everywhere I have,had 
larger audiences than b~fore. Freethought is becoming rec:og
nized as a power, as a part of the world's history, and reople de

sire to understand its purpose; and as they understand they see 
that it is the truth and life. What is needed is organization, fel
lowship, and practical work; and this I look for with ever
increasing hope. Toil has been made pleasant along my varied 
journey. There is happy memory of a beautiful world; magnifi
cent pictures of sea and plain and mountain; a fruitful land where 
peace and p~enty reign, and where humanity, filled with a thou
sand activiti:!s, gleams to nobler virtues and fairer joys. 
'L SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

".IRE SOURCE OF AGNOSTICISM. 

If Prof. Thomas H. Huxley, popu,1arIy supposed to be the 
father of Agnosticism, will read the New Ideal for May, 1889, he 
will learn something, to his advantage. In that journal the ex
Rev. Francis Ellingwood Abbot writes as follows: 

"The German [form .of the] theory [of Universals] recognizes the 
Universal as the Concept and the Word, but denies it altogether as the 
Genus,-denies it, that is, as a reality in a real Nature known by Man, 
yet independent of him. It teaches that the Individual Thing in Nature, 
even, if it existl;, cannot be known either in itself or in any of its real reo 
lations, internal or external. It teaches that the Uuiversal is absolutely 
nothing but the work of human reason, has no real existence except a. 
the Concept and the Word, and, as such, has nothing to do with the in. 
dividual things in themselves, which cannot possibly be known to exist. 
It teaches that the Concept arid the Word have no ultimate origin but 
Man, and that the notion of real intelligible genera in Nature, existing 
independently of Man, is a monstrous fiction of mere untutored imagina. 
tion or 'common sense.' Hence the German theory, teaching the Mere 
Ideality of the Universal in the Concept and the Word, completely ex

,tinguishes, merges, or absorbs the Genus in the Concept or Idea, and 
has long been fittingly denominated CONCEPTUALISM or IDEALISU. 

"In this German theory of Universals lies the deep, secret, and 
generally unsuspected source of all modern AGNOSTICISM, a result which 
was uncritically accepted, ready-made, by Spencer and Huxley flOm 
Hamilton and Mansel, borrowed by Hamilton and Mansel from Kant 
and the post.Kantian Idealiits, and originally developed by Kant 9ut,of 
Hume and other adherents of Scholastic Nominalism." 

Concerning this much misused word Agnostic, Professor Hux
ley dec,lares that "it simply means that a man shall not say he 
,knows or: believes that which he has no scientific grounds for 
profe!Osing to know or believe." Professor Huxley futher says 
that when he reached intellectual maturity and began to ask him
self whether he was an Atheist, a Theist, or a Pantheist; a Ma
terialist or an Idealist; a ~hristian or a Freethinker-he found 
that the more he learned and reflected, the less ready was the 
answer, until at last he came to the conclusion that he had 
neither art nor part with any of these denominations except the 
the last. The one thing in which the most of these good people 
were agreed was the one thing in which he differed from them. 
They were quite sure they had solved the problem of existence, 
while Professor Huxley was quite sure he had not, and he had a 
pretty strong conviction that the problem was insoluble. "This," 
says the professor, "was my situation when I had the good 
fortune to find a place among the members of that remarkable 
confraternity of antagonists, long since deceased, but of green 
and pious memory, the Metaphysical Society. Every variety .f 
philosophical and theological opinion was represented there, and 

\ expressed itself with entire openness; most of my colleagues 
were isis of one sort or another; and, however kind and friendly 
they might be, I, the man without a rag 'of a label to COTer him
self with, could not fail to have some of the uneasy feelings 
whic:l must have beset the historical fox when, after leaving the 
trap in which his tail remained, he presented himsolf to hi! 
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normally elongated companions. So I took thought, and in
vented what I conceived to be the appropriate title of 'Agnostic.' 
It came into my head as suggestively a.ntithetic to the' gnostic' 
of church history, who professed to know so much about the 
very things of which I was ignorant; and I took the earliest op
portunity of parading it at our society, to show that I, too,' had a 
tail;·like the other foxes. To my great satisfaction, the term 
took; and when the Spectator had stood godfather to it, any 
suspicion in the minds of respectable people, that a knowledge 
of its parentage might have awakened, was, of course, completely 
lulled." 

We do not believe that Professor Huxley, when he adopted 
the word Agnostic as defining his de-boms-non condition, had the 
least suspicion of what interpretations were to be put upon his 
new label. 

A Mr. S3.muel Laing, an English gentleman who is described 
as "an earnest student, a disciplined thinker, and an enlightened 
Agnostic," has written an Agnostic creed concerning which Mr. 
Huxley confesses: "When I consider his creed and compare it 
with the Athanasian, I think I have, on the whole, a clearer con
ception of the latter." What then will he say when he learns 
from Mr. Abbot that by becoming an Agnostic he has merged 
the Genus in the Concept and is a mere Scholastic Nominalist? 
Vfe do not see any way open to him but to plead guilty to the 
Rev. Dr. Wace's charge, and acknowledge himself an Infidel. 

LOS ANGELES CRITICISM. 

The Los Angeles Tribune contains a report and criticism of 
Putnam's lecture there that is full of gems. We quote: 

"After a few brief attacks on the methods of the two evangelists, the 
speaker diverted his remarks from them and launched forth into a 
harangue of invective diatribes and ridicule of the Christian religion, 
and soon revealed the real animus of the lecture, the Atheistic extreme 
of Freethinker's attitude toward Christia.nity." 

A harangue of invective diatribes is potent language, but the 
critic might hav:e strengthened his statement by calling the lec
ture a diatribe of invective harangues. Furthermore, says the 
Tribune: 

\ "All the mouldy, utterly discredited postulates which the more intel. 
ligent Freethinkers discarded long ago as unworthy and vulnerable 
weapons were rehashed." 

No wonder the Tribune condemns a rehashing of vulnerable 
weapons. Vulnerable is defined by Worcester as that which may 
be wounded, and any weapon susceptible of that process is not 
fit for hash. Again: 

"At no time did the speaker's utterances rise to the dignity of coher. 
ent argument, or his sallies of wit merit the bursts of laughter and ap. 
plause which greeted them." 

This is a charge which certainly cannot be brought against 
the Tribune's criticism, especially the following: 

"There was absolutely nothin~ in the speaker's remarks to redeem 
them from the sheerest empyricism and commonplace." 

There is no such word as "empyricism " in the language, but 
if one were to be invented it could mean no more or less than 
H combustion," and we have never heard any of l\fr. Putnam's 
remarks that specially needed redemption from that state. The·····, 
speaker aggravated his offense still futher: 

"Philanthropy was exalted' as the consummate achievement of the 
best in human nature Not even the emasculated religion of the less 
radical wing of Freethinkers was commended." 

If Mr. Putnam continues to exalt philanthropy at the expense 
of religion it may become expedient to withdraw him from the 

field, as we all know, or should know, that it is much more com
mendable to be pious than to be good. In conclusion: 

"Numbers of people got up and left the room before the close of the 
lecture, and the speaker did not retain the attention of the audience as 
it looked at first like he would." 

Graphic and full of fine detail work. The people" got up" 
before leaving. They did not crawl away. on their stomachs or 
work themselves toward the door in their chairs, as it might be 

. inferred that they did if we were not assured that they "got 
up." Then the beauty of diction-H like he would." A writer 
bound by the rules of syntax might have said "as though he 
woula; " bu~our critic knows no such trammels. In fact, we 
might say that he does not appear to know anything. 

JOHN BRAND~ P.REACHER. 

The Rev. John Brandt has replied to S. P. Putnam's.challenge 
to debate. He writes to the Daily San Diegan as follows: 

"Let Samuel P. Putnam, the advocate of Infidelity, state the proposi
tions which he would like to have publicly discussed, and furnish satis. 
factory credentials as to his character and scholarship, then we can arrive 
at a conclusion. JOHN BRANDT." 

The Rev. Mr. Brandt appears to forget that he has already 
acknowledged the advocate of Infidelity a foeman worthy of his 
steel by his long reply in the Daily San Diegan of April 10, and 
that he himself has stated the propositions which he is challenged 
to defend on the public platform. After wasting so much ink it 
is now rather late for him to introduce the questions of scholar
ship and character, the first of which may be judged from his 
opponent's published works and lectures, and the latter by his 
position among the Liberals of the coast. The R.v. Mr. Brandt 
has evidently reached the only conclusion that it would be safe 
for him to arrive at, namely, that he doesn't ,,'ant to debate, and 
that he will evade the issue by any subterfuge, no matter how 
unmanly or inconsistent. 

THE HELPING HAND. 

About March I of this year was a critical period in the life of 
FREETHOUGHT. The publication had exhausted the capital origi
nally invested in it, and had eaten up some $1,500 earned by Mr. 
Putnam in the lecture field during the previous fifteen months. 
Opportunities for the publishers to engage in better paying work 
presented themselves, while prospects in the present enterprise 
were anything but bright. A brief computation revealed the fact 
that unless more than the regular revenue from subscriptions and 
sales were realized, the paper would not succeed. The weekly 
expenses of publishing FREETHOUGHT are as follows: 

Composition ..... , ....•••.••••••••.......••.•.. $30.00 
Paper ••.••....•.......•..••••••..........•.... 15.65 

Presswork...... ...••• •.. ..• ••.. ...... •.•• •..• • 6.00 
Folding and fastening...... . .. . ...... ...... . .... 3.50 
Expressage on paper and forms .•...•"........... 2.00 

Postage on FREETHOUGHT...... ...• ...... ....... 1.50 

Rent of office ............... , ...... . . . . . • . ••• . . 3.50 

Stationary, postage stamps, etc.. . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . 5.00 

Office assistant. . . . .. . . . . • • •.. . . . • • • . •• . . . . . . . . . . 7.00 

Incidentals, sample copies, etc.... . . • • . . . . . . •• . • 5.00 

1'otal ..... , .......•••••....•. $79.15 

This computation, it will be seen, does not provide for the 
salari~s of the publishers, which, at a most moderate estimate, 
would 'lncrease the total to $100 per week, or $5,200 per year. 
To realize that amount at least 2,600 subscribers at $2 each are 
necessary. \Ve h:lve now about 2,000, many of whom have 
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taken the paper at club rates of $1.25, while some are gift sub
scribers at $1. Each additional subscr~ber ",ould of course in
crease the expense, but the returns for such advertising as we 
are able to obtain would cover the cost of 600 more. 

The total receipts from subscribers left the paper, March I, 

1889, some $2,000 behind. This sum had been made up from 
Mr. Putnam's earnings, from loans, and from gifts, the loans and 
gifts amounting to $500. It is not to . be wondered at that with 
these figures and facts before them the publishers felt a slight 
degree of discouragement, especially Mr. Putnam, who had 
worked hard for over a year, earned a good salary, spent nothing, 
and yet found himself in debt. We believed, however, that the 
Liberals of the coast, and tn a great extent throughout the coun
try, desired a continuance of the paper: that they would be willing 
to sacrifiCe something for its support, and that enough to warrant 
us in going ahead would be readily subscribed. We desired to 
secure a publication fund of $2,000 annually. We therefore 
communicated with about one hundred trusted friends and patrons, 
asking their advice in the matter and soliciting their co-operation. 
Rather more than one-half of these have replied, and we give 
their answers below: M. 

From J. Larsen, San Francisco. 

GENTLEMEN: Yes, if I can. I like to hear Putnam speak. He 
is boss. 

From Mr. DeBarry, San Francisco. 

GENTLEMEN: I cheerfully join the one hundred. Dr~w on me 
for $20. 

From Ii. L. Shaug, Del Mar. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Yours received. I am with 

you sincerely. 

From P. A. Clark, San Jacinto. 

FRIENDS: Put my name on the list. Shall be glad to do what 
I can. Truly yours. 

From R. Butterfield, Sacramento. 

MR. PUTNAM: I pledge you $20; will make it a hundred if 
necessary. Always with you. 

From Robert Gunther, Eureka. 

l\fESSRS~ PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I inc103e $20 to help make 
up deficiencies. Fraternally yours. 

From William Sims, Mill City, Or. 

EDITORS OF FREETHOUGHT: Depend upon me for $20 Oct. I. 
Of course the paper must be sustained. 

:From E. T. Webber, Denver, Col. 

PUTNA1I & MACDONALD: Depend upon me for my quota. Keep 
the ball rolling, and I will remit when called upon. 

From J. A. Garfield, Marshfield, Or. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: We will think the matter over. 
You can certainly depend upon us for a helping hand. 

From Herman Arnold, ~hedd, Or. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I will pay $20 per year for 
the next five years for the support of FREETHOUGHT. Yours truly. 

From A. Rosenow, Walla Walla. 

DEAR SIRS: It gives me only pleasure to pledge the assistance 
suggested. Inclosed find money order for $20. Yours very truly. 

From N. D. Goodell, Sacramento. 

FRIEND PUTNAM: Of course I shall stand by you. The paper 
must be sustained, no question about it. Put me down for my 
share. 

From John E. Jones, Round Valley. 

DEAR FRIENDS: Until FREETHOUGHT becomes self-sustaining I 


am with you (if alive), not for five years but for seven times five. 

Yours truly. 


From Mrs. Eugenie Robinett, Nipoma. 


FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I send the pledge suggested. 

Mr. Robinett is absent, but I know he will concur. Your sincere 

well wisher. 


From A. K. and M. J. Oids, McMinnvi11e, Or. 
FRIENDS PCTNAM& MACDONALD: FREETHOUGHT must by an· 

means be continued, and you may add our names to the $20 list. 
Your sincere ,veIl-wishers. 

From a Friend in Oregon. 


DEAR FRIENDS: If my assistance can do any goodl count on 

me for the proposed amount, and accept accompanying $20. 

Your friend and a Liberal. 


From D. Buckingham, Raymond. 

FRIENDS: In behalf of the cause I will stand for one of the 
one hundred. Times are dull, but FREETHOUGHT must live. You 
have our best wishes as well as our support. Yours with respect. 

From L. K. Washburn, Revere, Mass. 


DEAR FRIENDS: Mr. Photius Fisk has given me $20 to forward 

you. Your paper must not stop, and I think you have adopted 

the right method to keep it going. 


From Freeman Parker, Petaluma. . 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I hand you $20 and the names 

of a few subscribers. I may obtain more. Anyway, accept the 
amount for the support of FREETHOUGHT. 

From S. Calhoun, Los Angeles. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I will make no flattering 
promise, but you may depend upon me to do all that could rea
sonably be expected. Fraternally yours. 

From James Greenhill, Clinton, Io\ya. 

FRIENDS: Notwithstanding that you are so far away I freely 
promise the support mentioned. The cause is one every-. 
where, in San Francisco or in Turkey. Your well-wisher 

From Judge Heydenfeldt, San Francisco. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I agree to become one of a 
hundred who will each pay $20 a year for the next five years to 
insure the continued publication of FREETHOUGHT. 

From J. A. Smith, Hudson, N. Y. 

MESSRS. PlJTNAM & MACDONALD: Without large means, arid 
with the future uncertain, I dare not pledge anything beyond the 
present, but I will give $20 to FREETHOUGHT this year. 

From S. B. Cathcart, Marshfield, Or. 


MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: The paper must be made a 

success. If the proposed method of sustaining it meets with ap

proval count on me to do what I can. Yours for U. M. L. 


From H. L. Wilson and Peter SeIde, Davenport, W. T. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM &MACDONALD : We inclose you $20, and will 
keep it up for four or five years. May others do the same that 
you may keep on in the grand work. We are yours fraternally. 

From H. F. Ebers, Cazadero. 


FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I inclose a check for $20. 

hope there are Liberals enough on the coast who will do the 

same, and enable you to continue in the good work. Truly yours. 


From Philip Cowen, Petaluma. 

FRIENDS: \Vitr:out making any pledges for my executors to • 
quarrel over, I am with you for one year, and ,,,,hile alh:e and 

I 
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able shall always certainly feel like doing something for FREE
THOUGHT. 

From a Friend in Trinity County. 

MESiiRs. PUTNA!lI & MACDONALD : Your proposed plan for the 
support of FREETHOUGHT has been mentioned to me. Put my 
name on the guarantee fund, but never mind about mentioning 
it in the paper. 

Conver!ation between O. T. Davies and S. P. Putnam. 

Mr. Davie~.-" I hear you are taking subscriptions of $20 a 
year. Here are twenty dollars for my share this year." 

Mr. Putnam.-" But you hold our note for $100." 
Mr. Davies.-" Damn the note." 

From L. Geiger, Hudson, N. Y. 

MESSRs. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: To make a long story short, 
accept $I,?O, my share for five years in advance. Inclosed also 
find $3. renewal of my su bscription and for ~'Ireland and the 
Pope." Yours most respectfully. 

From S. Littlefield, Anaheim. 
Gi:NTLEl'lEN: The banner of FREETHOUGHT must be kept wav

ing in the trade wind of human progress, and all Liberals should 
cheerfully contribute "to its support. Herewith find $20. Wish
ing you a prosperous future, I remain yours very truly. 

From C. C. Rodgers, Boulder Creek. 

FltIENDS: I am not very lIflush," but shall endeavor to raise 
$20 for the coming year to support FREETHOUGHT. Mr. A. A. 
Sporeland, of Boulder, will stand in for $10. Hoping for your 
succe3S, I am truly yours. 

From Ranford Worthing, San Diego. 
DEAR FRliNDS: I very cheerfully make the pledge of $20 per 

annum for five years, and as soon as San Diego gets on her feet 
again will make it a hundred rather than lose the paper. FREE
THOUGHT must live. Truly yours. 

From W. B. Gray and Frank Schunemann, Pasc~, W. T. 

DEAR SIRS: We will stand in'together for $20. If this i 5 satis
factory, you may rely upon us. Though not of large means we 
are always willing to help in a good cause. Inclosed find $10, 
and notify when yearly subscription to paper is due. 

From B. B. Rockwood, San Pasqual. 

~ FRIEND MACDONALD: Please find inclosed check for $20, my 
contribution for the maintenance of FREETHOUr.HT, I expect to do 
much more than this for the maintenance of Liberal principles. 
You are" publishing a glorious paper. Yours truly. 

From the Hon. A. Schell, Knight's Ferry. 

MESSRS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your note is received. Let 
me assure you, gentlemen, that there is nothing in the world to 

,which I would contribute more cheerfully. Put me down one 
of the hundred, and find check inclosed for $20. Yours truly. 

From Ed. Wegner, Sonoma. 

GENTLKl'tIEN:.1 send you $20 and will do so for the next four 
years if alive and able. It would certainly be a great misfortune 
to the Liberals of California, and much to their discredit. if they 
can't keep one Liberal paper alive. Hoping for success to the 
last, yours most truly. 

From John Riggin, Esq., Los Angeles. 

My DEAR BROTHERS: I hasten to inform you that it will give 
me pleasure to be one of one hundred to contribute to the con
tinued publication of FR~ETHOUGHT $20 annually in advance 
during five years, if I survive. Inclosed I send $2 for a new sub
scriber. Fraternally yours. 

From ~. S. Rodgers, Boulder Creek. 

DEAR FRIENDS: I inclose you $20 for ten ~ubscribers. As to 
• the proposed $20 a year, I say emphatically, _Yes," I wz11 do iI. 

The $20 I now send is separate and apart from this agreement. 
I have lost so much already that is dear to me that I cannot let 
FREETHOUGHT go to~. Yours sincerely. 

From Drs. E. B. Foote, Senior and Junior, New York. 

FRIEND PUTNAM: If the Liberals over the country come to 
time you may count on us for $10 each this year. Another year, 
if you should need our help, let us know. We certainly want to 
see FREETHOUGHT sustained on the Pacific coast. It is one of the 
brightest papers that come to this corner. 

. From Thomas Rattan, Encinitos. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I am a Spiritualist, and if 
assured that FREETHOUGHT would treat Spiritualists with respect, I 
might entertain your proposition. [We have many Spiritualists 
among our subscribers, and as yet none have complained that 
ther are not treated with perfect fairness.- ED. FREETHOUGHT.] 

From Richard H. Bliss, Camptonville. 

FR1END MAC: I heartily and cheerfully say Yes! to your propo
~ition-namely a contribution of $20 a year for five years, with 
only the proviso that I live five years and can get enough of the 
"yellow slave"", to make my pledges good after settling bread 
account. Inclosed find money order for $20. Fraternally rours. 

From D. W. Smith, Port Townsend, W. T. 

EDITORS OF FREETHOUGHT. Dear Friends: I am glad you wrote 
'to me. It won't do to let the paper stop, and I now pledge you 
the sum mentioned, $20 a year for five years, and you can draw 
on me for the amount at any time. I inclose $2 for my sub
scription for 1889. Port Townsend is progressing-almost a 
Boom. Yours truly. 

From O. Geldness, Spokane Falls, W. T. 

PUTNAM & MACDONAL1>: It will be a pleasure to me to add my 
mite to the support of FREETHOUGHT, and I hereby pledge myself 
to pay $20 per year for the next five years, to be applied to the 
publication of the paper. To me it seems that the value of such 
a journal as FREETHOUGHT on this coast can hardly be over-esti
mated. I lorward you herewith $20. Very tmly yours. 

From L. C. Geertson, Salmon City, Idaho. 

My DEAR FRIENDS: Yes, you may put me down as one of 
your $20 subscribers. Your noble paper shall not go down so 
long as I can help it. The subscribers I secured last year speak" 
in high terms of FREETHOUGHT. They like it better than any 
other paper they take. We are :gaining ground all the time, and 
what is best of ali, what we gain we will hold. With my best 
regards. 

From G. A. F. de Lespinasse, M.D., Orange City, Iowa. 

GENTLEMEN: I will do as you suggest. You have sunk two 
thousand dollars for the benefit of humanity, but I think it will 
be hard to find one hundred who will sink $20 a year without 
hope of return. There are a few who pay the piper, and the rest 
enjoy the dancing. I am in favor of fair play and each paying 
for what he gets. If there were life in Liberalism according to 
the greatness of its objects, the Coast alone ought to give you all 
the support required. However;}'ou have my word and promise 
and I will stick to it, whatever others may do. Fraternally yours. 

From A. W. Smith,-Denver, Col. 

DEAR MR. PUTNAM: I am not surprised at your statement. My 
only surprise is that you have done so well. You must not let 
FREETHOUGHT go down-it would be a lasting disgrace for the 
Liberals to allow it. We look to the Pacific states for back bone 
to help us in this sparsely settled conntry. When I maJe lh~ 
other remittance it was my intention to give the same amount" 
every year until the paper was self-su~taining, so you may count 
on me for $50 this year also. I don't see why you and Mac
donald should gzve all your time and talents even to the best of 
reforms. Wishing you abundant success I, remain always your 
friend. 

http:FREETHOUr.HT
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From John McGlashan, Ukiah. 

FRIENDS MACDONALD AND PUTNAM: Inclo~ed I send you $20
as a subscriber to the FREETHOUGHT fund. There certainly must 
be on this coast alone enpugh and many more Liberals and 
Freethinkers to sustain and uphold your paper. The fact is, we 
can'r afford to . let it stop. It must go on. There must be no 
such word as fail. It is doing much good, and I have reason to 
believe 'that it will ultimately become a fixed and permanent 
feature. of our California energy and perseverance, established 
under many trying and disadvantageous circumstances. With 
my warmest sympathy and best and kindest wishes for every 
success, believe me yours ever. 

From R. F. Grigsby, Palisade Mines, Calistoga •• 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your kind favor of February 

20 cam e duly to hand, and has had the earnest consideration of 
myself and wife. We sincerely sympathize with you in your de
sire to see FREETHOUGHT and the cause of Liberalism a grand 
success on the Pacific coast. We realize that the Liberals have 
a great deal more at stake in the success or failure of our cause 
than many of them are aware of, and if they could only be brought 
to understand the real situation, they would respond heartily in 
the support of our papers and our organizations. The people 
must be educated; they must be made acquainted with the prin
ciples of Freethought, then they will become supporters of our 
organizations and our papers. We know that FREETHOUGHT 
cannot be maintained without means, and until it is self-sustaining 
its friends must support it, and their reward must be in the ad
vantage their children will receive more than for the present. 
Our ancestots fought that we might be free, and we must keep 
up the glorious fight. If all could join in the common cause the 
burden.would be light, but we are aware that many cannot do 
more than they are now doing; consequently I propose, as the 
best plan to assist the publication and circulation of FREETHOUGHT, 
that one hundred representative Liberals shall each pledge them
selves for the sum of twenty dollars per annum to the support of 
FREETHOUGHT; that in return they receive ten copies of the. paper, 
for which they will procure subscribers, or circulate them where 
they are most likely to do the greatest amount of good for the 
cau;e of Liberalism, thereby giving the paper the required aid 
n,=cessary to its existence, increasing its circulation, which will 
make it self-sustaining, and making a larger number of people 
acquainted with our principles. On this plan many of our friends 
could, by a little pains, procure one or more subscribers. We 
must not let FREETHOUGHT go down. I am ready to be counted 
one of the one hundred who will pledge either ten subscribers or 
$20 coin, as the case may be. I hand you herewith my $20. 

As ever, yours in Freethought and Universal Liberty. 

To FRIENDS: I think it will be recognized by all that in mak
ing this statement and calling for a guarantee fund of $2000 for 
the support of FREETHOUGHT, Mr. Macdonald and myself do it 
for the sake of the cause, and nnt for any pecuniary ~dvantage. 
Neither of us is obliged to continue in this movement, for there 
are opportunities of work vastly more profitable. We continue 
in the enterprise because we like it, and would rather engage in 
it than anything else; because it ~ something that makes life 
worth living. 'Ve shall remain at the post so long as we can do 
so, keep out of debt, and not starve. 

I want every Liberal to act in this same spirit. I want nothing 
as a matter of charity. FREETHOUGHT is not a beggar. It stands 
upon its merits and nothing more. It proposes to give value 
received for all money contributed. What is it worth? That is 
the simple question for our subscribers and for Liberals to 
decide. It is unquestionable that this journal is a most·powerful 
instrumentality for organization and progress. It is needed upon 
the Coast. The vast gain in the past year is due mainly to the 
influence of the paper. It has brought our forces together and 
created fellowship and unity of action. 

I desire every Liberal to ask h~mself frankly, What is this 

progress worth to him as an individual. Of course there are 
many outside of the churches, non-Christians, who have no idea 
of anything beyond themselves and their own little circle. This 
is all right for any who are thus constituted. But there are Free
thinkers who sympathize with the affairs of the world, whose de
light is not simply in themselves, but in the progress and glory 
of the race to which they belong;. who desire to see advance
ment, liberty, justice, and civilization; to whom the value of life 
comes from the fact that the individual is blended with theuni
versal. To these Liberals I make this statement. It is worth 
something to them to see things grow better and brighter; to see 

. mankind improve; to see superstition and error destroyed; to 
see the way open for larger and more beautiful attainment. Life 
is richer to them because of this wealth of thought and hope. 

The question, therefore, is plainly stated. It is a business 
p~oposition from the standpoint of universal manhood. Not 
from the standpoint of bread and butter, of competition, of 
money-making, but of the ideal world, of tRat which gives the 
best and sweetest meaning to labor and ~njoyment. What is 
this paper worth to the cause, and through the success of the 
cause to anyone individual? If it is worth nothing, then give 
nothing. 

But if it is worth something, a factor in your life that is a real 
benefit, then is it not a matter of justice to put your shoulder to 
the' wheel and help what you can? 

The proposition to raise above and beyond the subscriptions a 
guarantee fund of $2000 a year for the next five years is the 
best and wisest proposition that could be made. It settles the 
question at once and places FREETHOUGHT upon a solid basis. Its 
success is thus absolutely assured. 

The response has been most generous. Nearly one thousand 
dollars has been pledged by less than fifty of our friends and 
subscribers. Besides these fifty who promise $20 per year, there 
are from one hundred to five hundred who can pay five or ten 
dollars per year. Of course the large majority can only pay the 
regular subscription price, and from these we ask nothing more. 
We do not want any to give who would feel it a burden to give. 
But there are those who can ~ve as well as not. It is by these 
that we expect the guarantee fund to be supported. 

I would like an immediate answer from all who will join the 
good company who so staunchly support our labors. Let it be 
settled at once upon what we can depend, so that we can go on 
with renewed hope. We care not for any losses in the past if 
only the future of the paper is provided for. We can work on 
a small salary if only we are able to keep out of debt and see 
that the paper will not die. Each friend by doing what he can 
'yill give this assurance of undoubted victory. FREETHOUGHT 
will grow more powerful year by year, will gain a subscription 
list of from three to five thousand, and be self-supporting, and 
Freethought societies will spring up and be moulded into one 

grand association. 
To friends who hope for this, who believe in this, and the ac

complishment of which will be an added wealth to life, we 
make this statement and ask for their co-operation. Several 
who cannot give $20 per year have already agreed to give five 
and ten dollars per year. Who will join this number of two 
hundred, a~d thus make the guarantee fund of $2000 an abso
lute certainty, and the great work on the Pacific Coast one of 
undiminished hope and advanc!!ment? SA1\IUEL P. PUTNAM, 

"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. zs c~nts, 
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S. P. PUTNAM has received invitation to the following places in 
Oregon and Washington, where he will lecture from June to Oc
tober. The dates will be announced next week. Mr. Putnam 
has also received numerous invitations from other places, in Mon
tana, Idaho, Utah, Colorado, and the East, but will not be able 
to accept until next year: Talent, Silverton, Stayton, Mills City, 
Coburg, Turner, Lebanon, Canby, Molalla, Oswego, Hillsboro, 
Forest Grove, North Yamhill, Eola, Shedd's, Arnold's Grove, As
toria, Stella, Stark's Point and vicinity, Coos Co., Arago, Coquille, 
North Coos River, Marshfield, Bandon, etc., Kalama, Davenport, 
Rosalie. and vicinity, Dayton, Union, Baker City, Prairie City, 
Hamilton, Fox, Lone Rock, Monument, Fossil, LinkviIle, 
Brownsboro, Buckley, and Olympia. 

ABOUT this time many letters written by George Washington 
are being republished. We supply a deficiency by printing the 
following: 

"ROCKY HILL, Sept. 10, 1788. 
"THOMAS PAINE: I have learned since I have been at this place that 

you are at Bordentown-whether for the sake of retirement or economy 
I know not. Be it for· either or both, or whatever it may, if you will 
come to this place and partake with me I shall be exceedingly happy to 
see you at it. Your presence may remind Congress of your past service& 
to this country; and if it is in my power to impress them, command my 
best exertions with freedom, as they will be rendered cheerfully by one 
who entertains a lively sense of the importance of your works, and who 
with much pleasure subscribes himself Your sincere friend, 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON." 

WE receive regularly the ex-Rev. Hugh O. Pentocost's Twen
tieth Century, of which, we understand, the Hon. Frederick Cyrus 
Leubuscher, LL.D., is business manager. The paper is of the 
same age as FREETHOUGHT and is three-fourths as large. Mr. 
Pentecost formerly believed in God and Christianity; he now 
believes in Henry George and the Single Tax, and assumes an 
Agnostic attitude toward the subjects of his former faith. Whether 
his last state is worse than the first is a matter of opinion, but 
there can be no dispute about his earnestness and ability. The 
last number at hand contains an attractive advertisement of 
FREETHOUGHT. 

A WEALTHY real estate dealer of Birmingham, Ala., recovered 
from a chronic disease last summer while undergoing the" faith 
cure." He at once became a monomaniac on the subject, ad
vertised that he could cure all diseases by faith, neglected his 
business, wrote a book on Christian science, and finally became a 
raving maniac. Last week he was sent to the lunatic asylum, a 
total wreck. The saying that the cure is worse than the disease 
generally finds an illustration when the Christian science method 
is faithfully tried. . 

ATTENTION is directed to the Call of the Silverton Union for 
a State Convention of the Liberals of Oregon, to be held June 
22 and 23. Oregon is one of the foremost states in the matter 
o£ Liberalism, and the convention, doubtless, will be large]y at
tended and influential for the secularization of the state. 

A CALL was issued for a meeting of Los Angeles Liberals last 
Sunday night to organize an auxiliary Secular Union, but owing 
to the prevalent rain the response was small, and the election of 
officers was deferred until next Sunday. 

To acknmvledge we are wrong, to correct a mistake, to accept 
the opinion of another _when convinced he is rig~t, are marks of 
gooj judgment and wisdom.-EuIINA. 

OREGON STATE CONVENTION. 

To the Liberals of Oregon: 
The members of the Silverton Secular Union, of Silverton, 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all the Liberals of Oregon to 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June 22 and 
23, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a state association. ~m 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalism, to co-operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 
is to represent no intelleclual creed, but simply equal rights 
and impartial liberty. It is to be organized in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General Grant-" Keep the church and 
state forever separate." 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

J. W. MCCLURE, President of Silverton Secular Union. 
R. D. ALLEN, Secretary. 

Mrs. CARRIE FITZGERALD, } 

H. D. MOUNT, Executive Committee. 
E. WOLFARD, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The past week afforded San Francisco more dampness than 
the city had see1;l before at this season of the year since the water 
came up to Montgomery street. It rained from Friday to Tues
day, and at this writing there is a fair prospect of more. Sunday 
the baseball games were ruined, picnickers got soaked, and the 
city generally reminded me of a large stew, with a few men and 
women floating around as oysters. About three hundred tickets 
to Mr. Putnam's lecture were sold, but not more than one-half 
of them we.re presented to Mr. Walker, who was stationed at the 
hall door on Sunday night to gather them in. One hundred and 
fifty intelligent people make a good audience, but four times 'as 
many ought to have been present, considering the preliminary 
work that was done. Every inducement was offered people to 
come, short of paying their carfare, with the success above noted. 

P. O. Chilstrom, Esq., president of the San Francisco Free
thought Society, presided. Professor Schultheis not being pres
ent to encounter the piano, the breach was filled by Dr. Franz 
Kuckein introducing a gentleman who played with great skill 
and taste. . 

Mr. Putnam received a warm greeting, as I could tell from 
my position in the ticket office, where the sound of applauding 
hands was distinctly audible. The lecturer spoke on "The Past 
and the Present." Somewhere during his trip to the southern 
part of the state Brother Putnam had contracted a cold that im
paired his voice slightly at the start, but its effects wore away rap
idly, so that at the close I was ready to agree with Mr. Perkins, 
of the Weekly Star, that one does not often hear a better lecture. 

The pecuniary loss which might have resulted from the lack 
of a large aud!ence on this occasion-owing to the threatening 
weather-was luckily averted by the activity of Mr. H. W. Walk
er, Mr. Lemme, and others, who disposed of a great number of 
tickets previous to the lecture. Mr. Walker, being at leisure 
otherwise, was especially lively in the good work. Mr. J. A. 
Williams, too, distributed circulars gratuitously, and sold dollars' 
worth of books for the benefit of t~e cause. In spite of obsta
cles, therefore, the event was an all-around success. 

Next Sunday afternoon, May 12, at 3 o'clock, Mr. Putnam, in 
the same hall, will make some critical remarks about the Revival 
Methods of D. L. Moody and the Rev. Samuel Jones. Admis
sion will be free to all, and everybody is invited to attend. 

The meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society on the 
evening of April 28 was pleasant and well attended. The brill
iantly-lighted hall was just comfortably filled, and the little al 
cove at the farther end, framing Vice-President Eastman with its 
red-plush upholstery, presented a picture calculated to please the 
most critical eye. The high and spacious chairs, provided with 
comfortable backs and arms, give the sitter a sense of importance 
and magisterial dignity. There was to be heard the buzz of social 
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intercourse between ladies, and the gruffer notes of male philos
ophers swapping opinions. This, however, was interrupted by 
the Chair calling the attention of the audience to the purpose for 
which it had assembled, and after Secretary Breuer had read a 
selection from the minute book, Mr. Gustave Schultheis elICited 
a series of harmonious notes from the corner where the piano 
stood. A little unfinished business ensued, followed by the sing
ing of one of the noble songs with which the Cosmian Hymn 
Ibok abounds, and then Professor Miller gave his discourse 
with the appropriate title of" Heaven." The speaker outlined 
the various notions of a future state that have been held by 
different peoples, all of whom believed that in heaven they would 
pursue the pleasures of which they were fondest on earth. 
Some Indian tribes held that the man would have the best 
chance in the happy hunting-grounds who improved the present 
by stealing the most horses and taking the most scalps. The 
Mohammedan heaven was filled with beautiful women of easy 
virtue; otherwise, it was much like the Christian conception. A de
scription of Dante's and Milton's heavens was given. In one par
adise spoken of trees bore fruit twelve times per month, a state
ment which drew from an auditor the reluctant confession that 
it beat Los Angeles county. Heaven, the speaker said, had been 
variously located in the west, in the south, under the earth, and 
above the earth. Discovery had driven it from all earthly points, 
and astronomy had driven it from the sky, until it existed no
where but in the imagination. 

I had intended to report this lecture somewhat at length, but 
at a critical moment Secretary Breuer -borrowed my pencil, and 
it has not been returned up to the time of going to press. 

Previous to the discussion which was to follow, the Chair intro
duced Mr. W. Alfred Pingree, of the firm of Pingree & Furgason, 
who made some entertaining remarks upon a banjo. Mr. Pin
gree wore a handsome rose in his buttonhole, and tossed his in
strument about, without interrupting the tune he was ~laying, in 
a manner that would have demonstrated the presence of spirits 
if the room had been dark. 

Mr. J. L. Hatch made a felicitous speech. He spoke of his 
acquaintanceship with the late James Lick, whom he visited when' 
upon his dying bed. Mr. Lick announced himself a Materialist 
without expectation of a future life or desirous ofone. Mr. Lick 
spoke regretfully of the fact that there was no Liberal organiza
tion in the city which he might aid with his means. If such had 
existed he would gladly have donated it $50,000 for a hall. Mr. 
Hatch reported that he had been making some inquiries into the 
refusal of the Pioneer Association to rent their hall to the Free
thought society. The secretary of the association, with great lack 
of candor, as he thought, had informed him that it was none of 
his business, but he should look further, and believed that the 
case was not hopeless. Mr. Hatch alluded to the Washington 
centenary, and said that if anyone had reason to celebrate that 
event it was the Freethinkers, as Washington was a Liberal amid 
what Henry \Vard Beecher would describe as the "costive con
servatism" of his day. So were the other Revolutionary heroes 
to a great degree. 

Mr. William Paddon spoke upon the God idea, saying that to 
believe that any personal intelligence governed the aggregate of 
matter was absurd and unprovable, and that so long as men 
looked for all their happiness in another world, regarding this as 
simply a vale of tears, they would neglect the highest duties of the 
present life. 

Mr. H. L. Knight, speaking of heaven, said that all intelligent 
people were in the habit of speCUlating more or less on what 
might be the future state. He did so himself sometimes, when 
he had nothing else to think of. Perhaps even the brute crea
tion did the same. We did not know. It wasa harmless amuse
ment, but had been perverted by a class of men called priests, 
who formed their crude notions of heaven ages ago, and had 
ever since declared it a heresy to either deny the accuracy of 
their conceptions or to form any others.' It was as though the 
man who invented the wheelbarrow had declared that vehicle to 
be the ne plus ultra of all inventiom, and had punished by death 
and torture any improvement upon his primitive conveyance. If 
there had always been Freethought, the dreams of a future life 
which men have indulged in would have been a blessing instead 

of a curse. Mr. Knight added some patriotic remarks concern
ing the fathers of· the Republic, who rejected all popes, kings, 
and gods when they wrote the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis, a man who has grown old and wise in the 
cause of Liberalism, was the next speaker. He said that in spite 
of the action of the fathers of the Republic, in rejecting kings, 
popes, and gods, there are thousands of wealthy dudes in the 
country who toady to royalty; the pope of Rome and his priests, 
practically rule in the politics of America, aftd the descendants of 
revolutionary sires aim to get their phantom deity recognized in 
the Constitution. A hypocritical Catholic archbishop of San 
Francisco issues a circular extolling the character of George 
Washington, a member in high standing of the Masonic frater
nity, which order has been damned and anathematized by every 
pope for the last three hundred years. According to the arch
bishop, Washington was called of God to effect American free
dom and preserve the blessings of religious liberty; while accord
ing to the popes the father of his country is doomed to everlast
ing perdition. Mr. Curtis added that the idea of heaven grew 
out of human vanity. Every Christian believes that the son of 
God died for him, and tha.t he is the especial object of omnipo
tent solicitude. It is by feeding this vctnity that priests rule the 
people. 

An unnamed gentleman, following, rebuked the mass of man
kind for using -the word" I," whereas it should be we," since H 

there are two persons, the physical and the mental. I failed to 
catch the exact direction of the speaker's genera) drift. 

I should not fail to record that during the exercises, Mr. Schou, 
the treasurer, moved that a collection be taken up, and that the 
motion was carried without a dissenting voice, the audience re
sponding as generously to the measure when carried into effect 
as when it was put to vote. Three new members were added to 
the roll, and the meeting adjourned. 

BRIEF·HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

The Union Iron Works of this city has the contract to build 
a heavy armored war vessel of 54,000 horse-power at a cost of 
$1,6z8,95o.--The city trustees of Petaluma have passed an or
dinance raising the retail liquor license to $100 per quarter, and 
granting such licenses only on the recommendation of ·ten tax
payers and the filing of a one-thousand dollar bond that the ap
plicants will not permit gam bling or dice-throwing and that the 
saloon will be closed up at midnight and not be open before five 
0'clock. The penalty for violation of the ordinance is a fine of 
$300 and the forfeiture of the license, half the fine to go to the 
informer. The ordinance will close about forty saloons and leave 
five open.--The woman suffragists of Washington Territory 
are making a vigorous campaign for the purpose of having a 
clause inserted in the new state constitution favoring the ballot 
for women. Laura de Force Gordon, Matilda Hindman, and 
other noted speakers are stumping the territory to this end. 
Probably a separate article on the subject, to be voted on by the 
people when the constitution comes before them, will be adopted. 
The constitutional convent.on meets in Olympia July 4. The 
election for members takes place on the 14th of this month.-
Heavy rains have damaged and benefited crops in this state in 
about equal proportion.--Miss Dykes, the Missouri girl se
duced by Deacon Van Every, of Los Angeles, won her suit for 
damages, the jury giving her a verdict of $15,ooo.--The young 
wife of the Rev. Dr. Sprecher, of San Diego, has run away from 
him. He is fifty and she is seventeen. Sprecher's former wife 
secured a divorce last summer.--Dwight Hackett, editor of the 
Napa Reporter, who mysteriously disappeared a short time since, 
turns up in Chicago.--Samuel Brannan, the well-known Cali
f ornia pioneer, died at Escondido, May 7. He -was seventy years 
of age. Mr. Brannan was at one time the wealthiest and most 
popular man in California, and did much for the interests of the 
ltate. 

David G. Croly, the well·known New York journalist. is 
dead.--Last Sunday'S killing record: William Tansor killed 
his infant child at Chicago, Illinois. \Villiam Gilmore 
killed his wife and committed suicide at Albany, Georgia. 
Two men were killed and several seriously injured by a railro :, 
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collision neat: Jamestown, D. T. Prof. Matchett was shot dead 
by George Skene near Galena, Ill. Mayor D.)uglass, of Coving
ton, Tenn., was killed by a negro he was attempting to arrest. 
--Many of the people who went to the newly-opened lands at 
Oklahoma, 1. T., are leaving the best 'vay they can. Thou
sands are destitute and disgusted.--George Francis Train, 
after sixteen days' fast, delivered a lecture last Sunday evening 
in N~w York. It was a rambling and incoherent discourse, 
and failed to hold the audience.--A Polish priest was as
saulted on the street of Manistee, Mich., last Saturdav morninO" 
by one faction of his church, and a general riot resulted, in which 
men and women participated. The militia had to be called 
out to quell the riot..The fire department was also called out 
and turned t?e hose upon the mob. After nearly drowning sev
eral of the rwters peace was restored. The sheriff attempted to 
arrest the leaders and was attacked by the women, several of 
whom were knocked down. Ten rioters have been jailed and a 
guard stationed at the priest's house to prevent trouble. The riot 
grew out of financial troubles in the church.--The Australian 
election law, with modifications to suit the locality, has been 
adopted by both houses of the Missouri legislature, and awaits 
the governor's signature.-'-There were symptoms of another 
Anarchist scare in Chicago last week, but no disturbances ensued. 
William H. Barnum, chairman of the National Democratic 
Committee, died at New York May 1. 

Citizens of Paris celebrated, last Sunday, the one hundredth 
anniversary of the meeting of the States-General, May 5, 1789. , 
During the ceremonies an anti-republican fired a shot at Presi
dent Carnot, but no damage was done.--Considerable excite
ment was caused in the trial of the Times-Parnell case London 
by Parnell's deliberate admission that some of his ~tatement~ 
made in the Commons were total falsehoods. The hardihood of 
Parnell surprised the audience and elicited hisses.--The great 
world's fair, at Paris, was formally opened last Monday. 

IN CONCLUSION, 

To tne Editors of Freetnought: 
I take the hint. The single-tax puzzle has monopolized too 

many of these columns, where I should not have introduced it 
if Mr. Roscoe had not asked me for my opinion. He then used 
compliments very different from those in which he has since in
dulged. His style is peculiarly pointed in regard to a certain 
lecturer,about whom he says: ., If the speaker was not good 
enough to quote, he was not good enough to mention at all." I 
will quote some of his exact words. I am not the only one who 
distinctly remembers his saying, though not in the hall, "The 
only virtuous member of society is the tramp." Why not? 
When a tramp comes to the last gate, and Peter asks him how 
many times he has broken the ten commandments, he need only 
reply, It That's played out. Henry George has proved that noth
ing is so bad as owning land. I never took any part in that rob
bery. I never even encouraged it by paying any of the robbers 
a single cent for rent. All I want is a copy of 'Progress and 
Pore~;' . 

"Then I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies." 

F. M. HOLLAND. 

S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

San Francisco, May 12, 19, Grub Gulch, May 29, 30, 31, 

Rouldl!r Creek, May 20, 21, 22, Fresno Flats, June 1,2,3, 

Santa Cruz, May 23, 24, 25, New Sanel, June 6, 7, 

San Fnmcisco, May 26, Ukiah, June 8, 9, 10, 

Raymond, May 28, Covelo, June 13, 14, 15, 16. 


Appointments for Oregon and Washington, extending from 
June 22 to Nov. I, will be announced next week. 

LIFE spent alone is worthless. Life spent for only one or two 
is small and narrow in its resul ts. A broad, all-em bracing life, 
that takes in humanity as a whole, is the true philos:lphy.-EL

" )UNA, 

THE GOD. IDEA. _ _ 

The Christian idea ofGJd is compounded of that of the Bible 
and that of the creeds. The Biblical idea of God is a patchwork 
of viofenlly-contrasting colors, such as it might be expected would 
be found in a number of pamphlets written by different authors 
at widely different periods. The Old Testament idea is that of a 
national God, the God of the Hebrews. The body of the Jews 
did not think of him otherwise. He was their God, and the God 
of no one else. Some of their prophets and priests, with more 
extended vision, declared him the God of the whole earth, and 
that there was none other except him. This conception belongs 
to the later period of the Jewish people, and was taken up and 
carried on by the Christians. 

The Hebr~w God was in his original conception a war-god, 
jealous, merciless to his enemies, changeable, not always success
ful, demanding constant bloody sacrifices, insatiate of praise and 
glorification. The Christians could not ignore or deny these fea
tures of his character, for" all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God," and the Old Testament conception must be received. But. 
in accordance with advancing thought, they invented another side 
for his character. He was declared to bea father-Of men anti a 
god .of love. As Jesus was his son, he also was a god, and a 
third god, the Holy Ghost. was likewise developed, who, how
ever, to preserve the idea of unity, was fused with Jesus and the 
father, into the Trinity, a three-in-one God. This same concep
tion of a supreme triune god_ was common to Peruvians, Egyp
tians, Hindoos, and Babylonians. This conception is still main
tained by all Christian churches, Catholic and Protestant. It is 
embodied in the so-called Apostle's Creed, which creed has been 
recited in concert by all the members of the Evangelical-Alliance 
in convention assembled, and is one of the creeds of the Catholic 
church. This same conception of God is expressed yet more 
strongly in ihe Nicene creed, which is found in the· Prayer Book 
of the Church of England. Both of these creeds are also adopted 
by the Catholic church. The Apostle's creed is sufficient for my 
purpose, and is as follows: ' . 

"I believe in God, the Father Almightv, maker of heaven and 
earth; •. . 

"And in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was concei ved 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pon
tius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and. buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he arose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand .of God, the Father AI mighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

" I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic church' the 
communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurre~tion 
of the body; and the life everlasting." 

This creed represents the faith. of all Christians about the na
ture of.God, fo; it is a creed which they all accept, with very few 
exceptIOns, whIch they are obliged to accept to become. members 
of the church. Let us look at it in detail. 

"I believe in God the Father Almighty." A father? We shall 
s~e about that presently. . But that is certainly a nobler concep
tion than of God as a god of battle, giving, orders to kill men 
women, and children. The Christian, while he upholds the oid 
Testament as inspired, is obliged to maintain both ideas which 
are entirely contradictory-that of. a savage God and of'a mild 
God.. '.l:hat is the r.esult of trying;to reconcile primitive crudity 
and CIVIlIzed reflectIOn; of declanng that the ideas of both are 
true; 1: e., that black and white are the same. 

"Maker of heaven and earth." Yes, certainly, but not of the 
whole world. Ideas of heaven were crude and limited in the 
days when this creed was made. . 
. A~d in Jesus C.hrist,.his only son, etc. Here follows a recap
I~ulatIO.n of the chIef mua,?ulous events of Jesus's life; his concep
tIon, bIrth, and death (whIch was natural), his descent into Hades 
his. resurrection, ascension, ~nd a prophecy of his future coming 
to Judge the world. The NIcene creed declares more distinctly 
~han.the Apostles' the unity of Jesus with God the Father. He 
IS saId to be "Goa of (or out of) God, begotten, not made beinO" 
of one substance with the Father," and by him "all thi~O"s ar~ 
made." _. 

It need not be. said that all this is impossible to .the scientific 
0 
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mind. . Can theIrifinite power have a son ( Can it inclose itself / 
in the body of a man (Can a child be conceived or born save 
bi the ordinary course of nature? Is there any satisfactory testi
mony that a dead man has come to life? Can the body of a 
man go up through the air and disappear. And if Jesus's body 
went to heaven, where is heaven? These things are impossibil
ities to us. ' 
. The whol~story and the creed are easily explained, however, if 
we remember that at the time when the creed was formulated 
the idea of incarnation ~as a familiar one. The Hindoos be
lieved that their god Vishnu had nine incarnations. According 
to Greek mythology, Jupiter appeared as a bull, as a s\van, as a 
man, and the other gods often appeared in human form. The 
gods, too, haa children by the daughters of men. Hercules and 
Esculapius were the sons of Jupiter, Romulus of Mars, lEneas of 
Venus. The idea of sonship to a god was a familiar one to that 
imaginative, unscientific age. That explains how this creed came 
to be formed, but it doe:; not explain why it is still believed by a 
great majority of the people of Europe and AmeJica, and'sub
scribed to by all members of the Christian church. That is be
cause the leading minds of the Christian church have always de
clared and insisted that this mythology about Christ is true, thollgh 
all other mythology is false, which it so exactly resembles. This 
creed has been bound with iron bands upon the thought of Europe 
for nineteen centuries. Man has been compelled-by fire and by 
sword to declare its truth. This creed has cramped the thought 
of centuries and dwarfed the intellectual stature of m:m. Yet on 
the day of Easter the churches of this city and nation have been 
crowded with worshipers and sight-seers to honor a feast that 
declares the resurrection of a god-man from the dead. Surely 
there is little difference between heathen and Christian as to the 
fables of their religion, or the nature of the god in whom they 
have chosen to believe. Certainly men delight in the figments 
of theirimagination and prefer picturesque self-deception to the 
clear light of reason and truth. ' 

To be sure there is excuse. The mind of man has been ter
rorized. It has been kept in slavery by priesthood and govern
ment, by church and state. But the bonds of that slavery have 
been relaxed. Its terrors can no longer be enforced upon the 
body in this world. They Can only be thundered and threatened 
from the pUlpit for the next. The mind of modern man is"'-free 
to accept the truth, and shall lle not do so ? Shall the nineteenth 
century continue to believe the fables of the first ( Shall a Se
mitic god be any longer forced upon the knowledge of to-day ( 
Is it not a shame to his intelligence and a disgrace to his reason _ 
that holds to-day belief in a trinity, and the _miraculous events of 
the life of Christ as happening to his god? Shall he accept a 
false creed because it is respectable? Shall he believe a lie be
cause society approves of it ? 

In every encounter of the champions of Freethought with the 
champions of orthodoxy the latter bite the dust. Gladstone has 
ridden a double tilt with Huxley and with Ingersoll, and in each 
he has been unhorsed. Laymen, doctors of divinity, and bishops 
fall before their lance. Yet with incredible stolidity, the former 
declare themselves the victors, and their followers are assured that 
they have won the battle. Some men may be ground and re
ground in the mortar of logic and not abandon their folly. Such 
are the teachers of Christian doctrine, of those childish stories 
and subtleties of an unscientific age. 

But there is more of this creed, adopted nineteen centuries ago 
and obligatory on all Christians to-day: "From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead." This judgment, with 
its attendant eternal punishment, has lain like a nightmare on the 
Christian mind all these centuries. And y~t it is all a fiction. 
The idea of a future judgment is common to all the Babylonian, 
Egyptian, Greek, and Mohammedan religions, and if true for one 
is true for all. The ground of evidence is the same in each
that is, the evidence is worthless. Judgment, or punishment for 
sin, which is broken law, goes on constantly under the operation 
of natural law. That an infinite being will come from some dis
tant place in visible form to sit upon a throne and judge mankind 
is as childish a belief as that the same infinite became a child. 
Such beliefs may do for the infancy of thought, but 'they are un
worthy of its manhood. 

- "I believe in the Holy Ghost." This is the third person of . 
the Trinity, a somewhat vague personality, which it has always 
been rather difficult to separate and outline, even in ecclesiastic 
thought. He is the convincer of sin; there is a sin against him 
which is deadly; his agency converts men to a belief in Chris
tianity. He is a comforter, an indefinite- presence that acts mys
tically upon the soul. The Nicene creed declares his attributes 
a little further. He is "the LorJ and giver of life, who proceed
eth from the father and the son, who, with the father and son to
gether, is worshiped and glorified." The Greek church does 
not allow this procession from the son, and does not commune 
on this account with the Roman church, and this difference of 
doctrinal opinion has led to much bitterness of feeling and mutual 
excommunications and revilings. 

Such is the Christian definition of God by its creeds, adopted 
from fifteen to eighteen centuri.es ago, which it has never changed, 
which it refuses to change, and yet requires all its members to 
agree to. In the presence of modern knowledge this conception 
appears so unreasonable, so artificial, so unscientific, so plainly 
the invention of imagination,that the minds of intelligent Chris
tians are constantly troubled by the struggle to believe it in the 
face of reason and truth. If 1 have dwelt strongly upon this defi
nition of God, it is because this definition is the substance of 
Christianity, the leading principles from which all others pro
ceed-the fountain head of faith. 

I am aware that there are many other conceptions of God 
among Christians themselves, that there are many other ways of 
thinking about him, and so, it has been said, almost as many 
ideag of God as there are persons, each person's idea differing 
somewhat. I do not quarrel with that. Each one has a right 
to his individual opinion. Thought must be free. But I find 
fault with Christianity for obliging its members to accept a defi
nition of God which reason condemns as stultifying the intellect, 
which Christianity refuses to change, though it has been proved 
again and again that its conception is unphilosophical, unscien
tific, and utterly devoid of proof. HERBERT MILLER. 

A MODERN WHIFTIELD'S FATE. 

_ The town of Waverly, 0., is all torn up. Nothing in the his
tory of that peaceful village has ever created such a sensation and 
scandal as that which the other day attended the untimely discov
ery concerning the youthful pastor of the town, the Rev. Mr. 
Luck. 

Mr. Luck is twenty-four years old, and his diploma from the 
Antioch Theological Seminary was granted within the past year. 
Two or three months ago the good people of Waverly had their 
first opportunity to listen to the Rev. Mr. Luck. He had come 
to the town leading a band of revivalists, and his tremendous tor
rent of eloquence at once made itself felt. He possessed a mar
velous gift of oratory. The second sermon he preached carried 
away his hearers. They thought a second \Vhitfield had come 
upon the earth, and Mr. Luck's fame at once spread into seven
teen counties, and from far and near great throngs came to hang 
upon the gifted preacher's burning words. 

The good people of Waverly could not let so great a treasure 
escape them. They promptly issued a "call" to the Rev. lVIr. 
Luck, at a fine salary, and he settled in their midst. 

The young Whitfield was handsome, had fine elocutio!1ary 
powers, a commanding figure, and for one so young great dig
nity of manner. It was not surprising that the young feminines 
of his flock went wild over him, and that jealousies and hcart
burnings arose that nearly broke up two sewing circles and the 
young ladies' visiting committee to the poor of the parish. What 
might have happened further will never be known, for a most un
toward accident cut short the brilliant career of the Rev. Mr. 
Luck. 

One night about two weeks ago he was announced to deliver 
a sermon upon "Conscience." The church was packed to over
flowing. For more than an hour h~ held his congregation spell
bound with graphic descriptions, beautiful metaphors, and won
drous flights of ~loquence. .Half the vast congregation sat agape 
and marveled that one so young could be so gifted. 

But among the Rev. Mr. Luck's hearers' on that OCC asion wa 
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a meddlesome newspaper man, gifted with a memory-a me:nory 
with a big M. He thought he had heard that sermon, or read it, 
before. Ere the last sound of eloquence had died upon Mr. 
Luck's luckless lips, that meddlesome man with a memory was 
s~reaking it for home, where he had a pile of scrapbooks. In an, 
h )ur he had found the identical sermon; it was one preached by 
the Rev. Talmage on September 28, and published in a Cincin
nati ptper of the next day. Confronted with the sermon in cold 
type, Mr. Luck at first expressed surprise and anger, then equiv
ocated and then confessed. 

And still further, to add confusion to confession, the young 
Whitfield stole from the town between two suns-never stopping 
to draw the remainder of salary due him, or bid hi3 sorrowing 
p:trishioners farewell. 

Hence it is that the good people of Waverly gather in their 
accustomed haunts and whisperingly consult and ask themselves, 
,. Is life worth the living?"-Examiner. 

HEAVEN ON EARTH-A BUSINESS VIEW'. 

As it has now been concluded, at least among a large class of 
thinking people, that an existence hereafter is very problematical, 
and is rather a creation of the imagination than resting on any 
su bstantial basis, it devolves on us to see if we cannot supplant 
this old and cherished hope with a better and more tangible one; 
for, after all, there is a feeling in the human mind that we are 
placed on this earth to enjoy life, and if we do not, we should 
find out the reason why. It may be that disobedience is the true 
reason of our "fall." But disobedience to what? Doubtless it 
is a disobedience to sOme implanted instinct which we have sup
pressed or perverted. The Bible idea may not be far ~rong. 

Other animals follow out their instincts when not interfered 
with. Bees and beavers are models of industry in their way. 
"Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be wise." 
\Ve cannot pervert the instincts of these animals. We may de
stroy them, but we cannot change their nature. We may steal 
away their provision for the dark days, or we may destroy the 
elaborate architecture of their homes, and they will sicken and 
die, or flee away elsewhere from their persectftors. 

It is different, however, with human beings. Man is created 
perfect, or at least perfectly adapted to meet the various con
tino-encies of life, but his natural instincts and inclinations, which o 
are all good in themselves, may be perverted by his education 
and surroundings. 

First, we have to eradicate the idea which has been so per
sistently inculcated, that this life is mainly a vale of tears; that 
man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward; that he is 
naturally depraved, and cannot hope to enjoy happiness on 
this earth, for he has only an inheritance of sin. Or, as the olr:! 
song of the poet has it-

Few are thy days and full of woe, 
o man of wor.lan born. 

A~l these doctrines should now give way to more cheerful an~ 
ticipations of life; to a career of success in good works; to a 
peaceful solution of all difficulties. All the miserable debates 
and strifes of the present day should vanish before the dawning 
light of the new era, when the wicked shall cease from troubling 
and the weary be at rest. 

\Vithout a question we are at present in a new phase of 
society, such as never before existed in the history of man. Like 
a wave from the broad swell of the Pacific it has rushed in upon 
us unsuspectingly, and left us in amazement and alarm. But 
there is no need for consternation, the situation may be summed 
up in a few words. 

About a century ago, more or less, an ingenious man, named 
Watts, so perfected the steam engine as to adapt it to useful 
work. That is, he made it so that it would turn a wheel with a 
force equal to the power of several horses, and from this circular 
motion, oscillating, reciprocating, eccentric, and other motions 
could be derived. Hence, by putting a strap around its principal 
or drive wheel, motion was communicated to any machine with 
which it was connected. Here a new power was born into the 
world. 	 • 

Then a man named Arkwright, a barber by trade, conceived 

the idea of uniting a number of spinning-wheels togelh~r in one 
machine, and by applying the steam engine to move it, cotton, 
woolen, silk, or other thread was spun and reeled in vast quan
tities, at once superseding the old grandmothers' spinning-wheels 
over the country. 

Before long, yet another invention was brought forth-that of 
the cotton gin, by Whitney, which separated the cotton. fibre 
from the seed. Factories for spinning thread, and power looms 
for weaving, having been established, the new career of m'l~ 
chinery was fairly entered upon. The rural population was 
drafted into the cities by the prospect of gain and high wages, 
until finally the supply of candidates for city work exceeded the 
demand, and has so continued down to the present day. 

In the meantime inventors were at work applying the power 
of steam to alm03t every conceivable purpose; notably to trans
portation on railroads by locomotives; to steam vessels, first on 
rivers, and finally on the ocean. Indeed, it may be stated that a 
more complete revolution in human affairs, ramifying through
out the whole social structure, was never before effected in 
in so short a time, or in any time. Talk of political or religious 
revolutions, of change of dynasties, or remodelling of constitu
tions, all these fall intJ insignficance in comp3.Tison with the 
effects of this little mechanical invention. 

The \vonderful results of mechanical invention, great as they 
have been, are nothing in com parisian with what may be effected 
in the future. So far it has been confined principally to manu
facturing-to spinning, weaving, to transportation by land and 
and sea, and other objects outside of agriculture. In the latter 
department it has been used only to a limited extent. But there 
is a great future before it in this, direction. Whether it be by 
steam or other motive power, the field, in the line of agriculture, 
is illimitable. 

The soil, as it is presented to us, in its raw and uncultured 
state, gives but scanty result5 to the husbandman. Only a small 
portion-not a thousandth part-of the soil is active in giving 
fertility; the rest is inert. But the inert portion is a fund on 
which we may draw to increase the fertility as we wish. In the 
most fertile soils an almost undiscoverable Dortion onlv is in that 
disintegrated and soluble state requisite for~ the foods' of plants. 
But when we have the" power" at command we can reduce the 
whole soil to a fertile state. ., 

As we make the soil more perfect we also improve the qualt'ly 
of its productions. We may have fruits whose points of ex
cellence will as far exceed the best of the present day, as the lat
ter exeeed the crude, sour, and woody productions of early days. 

With superior food, to what excellence may not man attain, 
physical1y and mentally? What length of days and enjoyment 
of life, when all this is combined with unity of interests? There 
is something worth striving for; something to animate our am
bition. When the architect of the Taj Mahal, at"Delhi, India, 
had finished the great work, combining the perfection of art 
with the exuberance of nature, with justifiable pride he sculptured 
on the palace walls, "If there be Paradise on earth, it is here, it 
is here 1" LOOKER ON. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

"Yone Santo," see advertisement. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cent:). 

"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2.· 

"Robert Elsmere," py Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, So cents. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel 


by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. ' 
Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 

intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 
Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 

of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 
"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 

termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 
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Professor Seymour With the Ghosts. 
To tlu Editors 0/ Freethought:, 

Last Sunday evening I was one of twenty-eight to sit in Mrs. !{ey
nolds's seance for spirit materialization, and having paid my dollar, the 
same as the others, I am free to write what I please, and speculate on 
what I saw. I found Mrs. Reynolds a fine, tall, well-proportioned 
woman, of rather prepossessing appearance, but with a very weary and 
worn look, as if her burdens were greater than she could bear. The 
little room was packed full of intelligent ~en and women, all eager to 
see and hear the voyagers from the land "beyond the river." The cabi
net was a very simple affair, being a mere curtain of black in one corner 
of the room, with solid plastered walls and floor well carpeted and 
nailed down. This cabinet was not over three feet square and eight 
feet high, and open at the top. At the hour of eight the door was locked 
and the light turned low, yet leaving light enough for one to see all 
around the room. Mrs. Reynolds was seated outside the cabinet, dressed 
in an ordinary brown alpaca dress. After a few minutes of song the 
medium went into the cabinet, and in about one minute a form, dressed 
in white and surrounded by several yards of lace or mosquito netting, 
came out and called up several of the circle, whom she embraced and 
kissed as if glad indeed to meet them once more. I noticed several of 
those so called up were very much affected at seeing what they believed 
were their loved dead, back again apparently alive and well. Tears and 
endearing expressions were plentiful and excitement seemed at a high 
point with all. After several apparitions had thus come and gone, all 
females, and about the samt! height and size as the medium, one emerged 
several feet from the curtain, calling for her baby, holding out both 
hands; then, stooping down, she seemed to pick up a baby from the floor 
beside one of the sitters and returned to th!! cabinet hugging and kissing, 
as only a mother can, her baby child. It was not a living child, I am' 
sure, but.I could not tell whether it was a doll or rag baby made up for 
the occasion. After this what appeared to be a child partly came out 
and talked to some other children in the circle, calling them up to be 
kissed-the medium could have deceived us in this by being on her 
knees, but I do not know. I was not over four to six feet away, bat 
would not hazard an opinion. Then a form came out away from the 
cabinet, dressed in white, and sang, in a loud clear voice, several verses 
of a spiritual song, showing that spirits must have good" vocal organs at 
least. 

I noticed that when the sitters were called up and embraced the spirit 
forms, and patted them on the back the concussion sounded like patting 
flesh and bones, instead of a spiritual nothing. Your humble correspond
ent here asked why no male denizens from lands ethereal put in an 
appearance, when a large-sized,full-formed man, dressed in black or very 
dark clothes and having black whiskers and very full face, opened the 
ctutains. He did not come outside, but stood and sang in a loud, clear 
masculine voice, "Scattering Seeds of Kindness." He sang the piece 
through, stopping only once to go back into the cabinet to "get more 
strength." This male spirit is said to be Mr. Groff, the medium's can· 
trol, but I noticed the voice seemed to be very much like the medium's, 
both in singing and answering questions. There seemed to be another 
control also, called Effie, that claimed to have been born in 'Vashington, 
D. C., but died at birth some 29 years ago. Effie was a very jolly spirit, 
and sang very finely for us several times, and gave us an original conun
drum: "Why cannot a fly see in the night time?" We all gave it up as 
too scientific for mortals still on this mundane sphere, when Effie came 
to our relief by giving us the solution: "Because they have left their 
specs on the wall in the day time;" which brought the house down. 
Then the dear angel asked us to spell needle. We asked her to spell it, 
when she spelled it" Neidle." Being told that needle had no i in it, 
she laughed, and asked what use a needle would be with no eye in it. 
Thus we were outwitted by the spirit from angel shores. 

I was very much in hopes to be called up by so~e of the forms, as it 
does not often happen that a Melican man has a chance to be hugged 
and kissed by females from" the summer land," but my most ardent 
wishes were not to be gratified. I got nothing better than the cold 
shoulder, while many had the unspeakable felicity of holding to their 
breast lovely beings, draped in snowy white, claiming to be "loved ones 
gone before," just back from the shadowy land. I thought over all the 
acts of my life to see why I should thus be left in sheol, though others, 
apparently no worse looking, should be thus crowned with heaven's 

choicest blessings. I think I shall try, from this on, to be a better man, 
at least to improve my looks, for it is hard, it is terrible, to be thus 
slighted. 

At the close ~ this very interesting (to some) seance, two full female 
forms came from the cabinet for a minute, bade us all a kind good-bye, 
kissed their angel hands to us, and disa'ppeared. But almost immediately 
out came the medium dressed as she had gone in. I went directly into 
the cabinet, but there was absolutely nothing there but the chair which 
the lady had occupied. 

If there is any such thing as genuine spirit materialization, this may be 
one, but as Mrs. Reynolds is said to have been exposed many times in 
this city and other places, it becomes necessary to watch w1th both eyes 
open. The medium said before she began, that she did not tell them it 
was spirits, they were at liberty to think of it what they pleased. This 
of course released her from any chance of prosecution if a cry of fraud 
was raised, or of obtaining money under false pretenses; which is, of 
course, only good business tact. I have never been much of a b:!liever 
in materializations, and I will not attempt to pass an opinion on this. I 
would merely advise everbody to investigate for themselves. 

D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Pious Impertinence. 

" The right of private judgment" is a fundamentnl principle of Prot
esta ntism. But for that" right" there could have b:!en no Protestantism. 
And yet several of the ministers of the most prominent churches in this 
city are in the habit of warning people of the awful sin and danger of at
tending my church, amI sam:! of them have gone so far as to visit Unita
rian famili~s, and utterly disregarding the one cardinal principle of Prot
estantism they have labored to win such families from the church of their 
choice, and their children from my Sunday school. And in the prosecu
tion of ihis discreditable work such representations have been made of 
the general character of Unitarianism, and of my preaching, as to brand 
with unaccountable ignorance or downright hypocrisy and double dealing 
some of the Los Angeles clergy who are quite too pious to observe the 
golden rule or to attend to their own business. .Poaching on another's 
preserves is regarded as about the meanest of all the varieties of dishon
esty and low cunning. My people have the same" right of private judg
ment" as have Baptists, Methodists, or Presbyterians, viz., without mo
lestation, insult, or "pious impertinence" to hold the faith and attend the 
church of their choice. And if, hereafter, their nghts are recognized~ 
wdl. But if not, I will publish the names of the "pious poachers," with 
those of the witnesses by whom I will sustain the very serious charge I 
hereby make.-ELI FAY, in Los Angeles Times. 

"The "right of private judgment" is a mighty good thing, and I hope 
Dr. Fay won't limit it to Unitarianism, because that is the last step be
tween Christianity and Infidelity. Bllt don't he warm it to his fellow 
disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus H. Christ! "How beautiful it is 
for brethren in unity to dwell," and what a successful tendency thus to 
do is derived from exercising" private judgment" on the word of Gaud. 

C. SEVERANCE. 

Washington as he Was. 

The centenary of Washington's" inauguration" suggests reflec
tions of seriousness. There are two George Washingtons-the 
actual and the ideal. They were equally deep, but the former 
was ch:::>ke-full of the old Adam. He swore like the army in 
Flanders, loved a bottle like a brother, and. had a truly colonial 
reputation as a lady-killer. He was indeed a singularly interest
ing and magnetic old boy-one whom any sane and honest lover 
of the picturesque in life and character would deem it an honor 
and an education to have known in the flesh. 

AZtIBROSE BIERCE. 

THERE have been many unusual raffles in Detroit, Mich. Not 
long ago the Rev. Dr. O'Reilly raffled off his horse, grown,ol? 
and gray in the service of the preacher and land leaguers. DetrOIt 
now steps forward and takes the palm for the first and only raffle 
of a church on record. It is the old frame building orst. Albertu's 
parish; tickets, $1 each. It is a large struct~re, and the. raffle 
has thrown the Poles into a high state of excltement. Tlckets 
are going like hot cakes; The lumber will make cottages for 
a dozen Poles, and the lucky man will probably become wealthy 
and build houses out of the timber. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys 
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price .. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and ;ho is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICANSTElVI-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $~; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50 • . In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra; In bi!st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 1 I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra: extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.5°: 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases· guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.~The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, 1h9.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, ·stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 . for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do ., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RI :\GS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you..) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (3. luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ..50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1. 75 6 Guitar Strings ·70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDa.EADON. 
. :t of Edinlmrgh. Scot

a Ifra,lcate of thr~ unJv~rSlllCK, II n(l retired after 50 years' praC~l()e.. he 

: • t~·~:;:.1~.':~~ l~ 1~!~~::::t:~~I.t;I;:,'~:~~,~~f~:;~\':.~~~t'u~ ..~~:5; 
most lJUi'u.ar and oompreht:usive lxKllt treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~c:.YJ'~J~ ~l~e~~t:!t1:~ bn:lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical.. prel!entation ot~'~It:d ical COllllllon SenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable 00 invalidR, l!bowin~ new mean i by whICh t r:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors. physIcians, clergymen. crit ·cs. alld litemt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of subj ec18 €'STX'cilllly import nt to young DIe N 
eo veryone who "wants to Jmow. you know." will find itinterestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t introduced, consistsofa~ri"A NEW·

, of beautiful ~·..l".·t'd t1Dt1td_~ 
~:,l ;::'fo\~~lli~~.l~~~~:i!~~'<\;~l~~~~ ~l,;t :~~~;~~~Jrct 

seUtilg l4r.AGE N TS who h:we already found 1\I:old mine in it.
work for Koehler wrikll: .. I ROIIl the fir.;t silt booJcs in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at 8peciiU rates. ScnMor terms. • 

.16·~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\ white an4FREE~lut' circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote', Deaun. M01UhJf1. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and iIlnstrations, tho 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JII11UU.Y WLL PI1B. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW 'ork. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKH:\1'tI, l\I.D •.• A Magazme .of 24 pp., devuted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.5° per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN. and 
the m('st 8ucceEstui (ill Us 
spec·alty) as his l,ractke w II 
surely pro'·e. 'l'he Dod. r 
treats all thof<e peculiar dis
east'S of young and mi(ldle
aged men sueh as snnitJal 
weakness. impotency, &c., re
sJlting from indescrl't'Olt ann 
l~llorance of yo nth; 'rhosel1· ~ 0 
a e aiLng should send tf'n (111 
c mts for his beok, "I'rivat~ 
Coum;eJlor," setting f. rIb an 
external Applicatkn-

A POSITJVE (TnE 

The book is worth ruany
times its cost, and shc,uld b&! 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the aIDicted f,·r relief. 

All Communications Strictly Oonfidential. 
Plain Envelope!! used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

:-a~d;:e~y~u~a~ ih~L1;?v!~~~::t~A.ND, NEW JERSI!:Y' 

. [From th~ Wa.~hlngton N~tional View.] 
n~. Fellows. of Vmeland, ~ew Jersey offers his valuable 

~!vlces to ~l! those. i~ neeu of a kind, sympathet.c and 
siullful phYSICian. Smllliar advertisements {rom unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the pJ·ess, 
~lUt•.Dr. Felll?ws, a Ilpecialist. in .bls linu. stanlls f( ,rtlnwst 
In hl.s profesSIOn. and the encowlUms showered Up ;n him 
pubh~ly as well .as In lmvate, are J!atteriug evidellces of 
t!Ie hIgh appreCiatIOn and ~ou~del?('e ~is long and couse en

}~~~:y~:ri~~t::: L~~, ~dlf:ti~e:af~ t~I~J:~tw~~n have so 

A Testimonial. 
WES'r LI.~ERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELLows-Dear SIr: The remedy you sent 
IS workmg hke a charm. lam completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week 
:~~t~hat weaknesss, (seyn~~:; r::t!~i~fly~S cowin: ~~t all 

REMA.RKS-The above is .. fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite\! States 
from young, middl.. ·a/ted and elderly men, suffenng iNm 
various kinds of sexual complaints. but who are now cured 
by my Exwmal Application. the gre .. test of aU known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. As I am an out and-out 
Lib.eral I trust the Freetnink"rs of the ~nd will give roe 
theIr patronage, and not waste their time aud money on 
Christu~n docto1'll. . DR. FJ<:LLOWS. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ........................... , .. $ 4 00 
10 karat Gold, small size Hadge Pin .•...•....••..... _ 2 00 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.... .............. 2 75M~:~:~ g~\~, small size Badg.e Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
14 k t G Id' [:rge Hauge I'm............ .......... 3 00 

ara o. rl:e Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charw (for watch chain) 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Sma!l Charm (for watch chaiu)····· • 4 50 
10 karat GohI. Large Charm (for watch cbain)::::::: 5 to 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain) 6 00 
14 karat Gvld. Large Charm .. .. Dia~~;';d;' 14 to 

·This is a full-bodie,l . (jjamond, F('t so that It may I.e 
cleaned from the reveise Side and never loee its brilliancy. 
l1ent~dn;rt~n~~!:~~~I~~eS~~d~:!;8:.nd guaranteed Uri r~vre

PUTNAM &. MACDONALD 
50! Kearny Street, San ~'rancisco, Cal. 

S. P. co., 
Manufelcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, NroJS, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo P~per Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 


http:l1ent~dn;rt~n~~!:~~~I~~eS~~d~:!;8:.nd
http:ih~L1;?v!~~~::t~A.ND
http:Magazme.of
http:lJUi'u.ar
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

1\1erchant Tailor 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

DREse SUITS A SPEOIALTY. 

Kearny anuMontgolllcry st. Cars pass by. ' 


TELEPHONE No. 6.i5 


P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

Commercial Business a.nd Collections a. Spccia.lty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 &. 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PACIfIC Ci\RRIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS OFFICE,11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTEI' DENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 

N \\ and S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


.J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED,

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th , S. F. 

Twentieth Century. 

.Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 
..Regeneration. 

HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

Sa1ltpl~ copiu fru. All suiscri6ers wili 
,eceiv~ a copy of Iffr. Petttecost's 600k, "What 
1 .Bduve." Address 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
NO.4 Warren street, New York. -New York \Veekly. 

THE LATEST F.L\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR..... • ...... . .••......•••.••.............•..•••...•.$15.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR .............••..••.............•...•....•...•.......... 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:S:.A.B. F. :a"UFl.C1rDI.J:.A ~ • 

TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK: CIIAS. W. CLAR K 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

eLAIne BROS., PnOPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Culture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at Thdr ~llr8E'l"ie8 nIl Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamentnl Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of .Orchar~s 

and Vmeyards. 
Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P.O. Box 0, S.m J acin to, Cal 

Magazine editor-" Really, miss, we 
have more poems on hand than we have 
room for, and it is not worth while to ex
amine any more." , Fair writer-leO, I 
know this will suit. It is a poem of pas
sion and has been condemned by Anthony 
Comstock." "My gracious!' Mr. DeClerk, 
draw the lady a check for $Soo."-\Vash
ington Critic. 

Desperate Husband-" Do you mean to 
say you would object to a divorce from such 
a woman as I have described ?" Priest 
"I would. In our church marriarre can be 
divorced by death only." "V~r 11 

. y we,; 
Please direct me' to the nearest gunshop. 

REMSBURG's 'WORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it i. 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .")talis[ics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church anti Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance l{eform j the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the r.erub'lc. Paine, Washington, 
...Jefferson, and l'raukJin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crime!\ and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood ami Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and l{ohbery; Adultery and 
,Prostitution; MunIer; \Vars 01 ,oJl!luest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolel ance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcrafl; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best an(1 most 
thorough work ever written on the ~aLharh 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: 01 igin of the Sab

' batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Chrisrian 
~criptures and. the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Lhrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Ahrogation of ~unday 
Laws. ~ Price, 25 cents; 6 coples, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Francis 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or .The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana.
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YONE SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


The Book that the ~ American Missionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A. 	 Splendid Story, and an Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FRI~ETIIOUGHT BOOKS 
PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The New God. IoC. The New God was madt 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
'Words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne,' "-Rob-' 
"t G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spfrit of to.day."-J'0hn Swinton's 
Pg/NW. 

Why Don't He Lend a. Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. " Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a beJl, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Blllgarius. , 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden~ The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The Univlrse, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fl1ote's Healtn 
lJ.fonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the w'hole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
re lated. Q It is well worth reading."-BoslolS 
InvutifTator. 

-i Ht. UnUt.K OF CkEATION, 
A Discussion between G1austo.le, Huxley, ?tIulle~, Linton, 
Reville on the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
Price, 6~ ceuts. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the .crui t-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

J Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is; also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republio of North Amerioa 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present· 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the full re Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is 1t1 A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 

cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture ·claimed to predict the 
corning of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. , 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND :MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For"Schools and the Home. 

CO!IPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice .......................... $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere. Mass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
c?~ose that a story should be founded on proba
blhty, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi. 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav. 
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; clo,.th, $1 50. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-
The North American Review 


-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. GJadstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utaam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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THE Rev. Dr. Driver, of Portland, Or., has got as far East as 
Chicago, and has there entered q debate with Mr. Charles Watts, 
of Toronto, on the relative merits of Secularism and Christianity. 
Dr. Driver is a famous Infidel smasher, in his own opinion, but 
is likely to experience a diminution of self-conceit before Mr. 
Watts gets through withhim. 

THERE is no doubt that the Rev. George Jacob Schweinfurth, 
of Chicago, is mistaken in believing that he is the messiah sent 
by heaven to save the world, but we have no sympathy with the 
lawless White Caps who threaten him with tar and feathers and 
roasting alive. Mr. Schweinfurth has purchased guns and dogs 
and is ready for the regulators, and we hope he will annihilate 
the first man who enters his premises with felonious intent. 

THE ex-Rev. Mr. Pentecost, editor of the Twentieth Century, 
has tried his hand at definitions. He says that" the name Liberal 
describes a number of persons who are about as illiberal as it is 
possible for human beings to be." Mr. Pentecost, by the title 
of his paper, assumes to be a hundred years ahead of the rest of 
the world, so that we must make some allowance for the differ
ence in chronology. His statement about Liberals may be true 
in the t\\:entieth century, but intellig~nt and honest people of the 
nineteenth century know.it to be false. 

THE Maharajah Dhuleep Singh, formerly of India, sends the 
Pall Mall Gazette a letter addressed to Queen Victoria, in which 
he asks her to restore hini his great diamond~ the Koh-i-noor. He 
says: 

H It will be useless for me to demand the restoration of my kingdom, 
swindled from me by your Christian government, but which I hope shortly, 
by the aid of Providence, to retake from my robbers. But my diamond, 
the Koh-i-noor, I understand, is entirely at your disposal. Therefore, be
lieving your majesty to be ' the most religious lady' whom your subjects 
pray for every Sunday, I do not hesitate to ask that this gem be restored 
to me, or else that a fair price be paid for it to me out of your privy purse." 

There is something touching in the unsophisticated simplicity 
of this Indian rajah. The queen is a most religious lady, cer
tainly; she is the head of the church; but even a heathen in his 
blindness should know that religious professions have no bearing 
on justice. Justice is left for the next world, and according to 
Christian doctrine Maharajah Dhuleep Singh will get his in she~l. 

THE ruling of Judge Ross, of the United States Court at Los 
Angeles, in the case of Frederick Goodhue, a letter carrier 
charged with robbing the mails, seems to give postmen most ex
traordinary powers. Goodhue, it appears, was suspected of theft, 
and decoy letters addressed to"" M. A. Dauphin, New Orleans," 
and containing money for lottery tickets, were deposited in the 
mails. These Goodhue appropriated, and the marked bills were 
found upon him. Judge Ross, in his charge to the jury, instructed 
them to take no cognizance of the counts of the indictment having 
reference to the taking of the decoy letters, as these were not put 
in the mails in the regular course of business, and were conse
quently not intended to leave the Los Angeles post-office; they 
were therefore not letters in the eye of the law, and the defendant 
could not be prosecuted for taking them out of the mailing case. 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

Will lecture in San Francisco, Sundays, 

May 3.9 and. 26, 1889, 


--AT-

UNION SQUARE HALL 
421 Post Street. 


SUBJECT 

SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 19, "Liberty and Authority." 


ADMISSION PREE. LECTURE AT 8 P. M. 


ANOMALIES OP THE SITUATION. 

At the utmost possible estimate there are only twenty' million 
Christians in the United States. 

Over against this twenty millions there are forty millions who 
are non-Christians; persons who do not attend Christian churches, 
who do not believe Christian doctrines, who do not want Chris
tian legislation, who are totally indifferent to the Christian name. 

This is an astounding fact on the assumption that Christianity 
is a divine religion, that its founder and supporter is God. It has 
existed for eighteen hundred years,· and yet in the most civilized 
portion of the globe it can claim only one-third of the population. 
How long will it take Christianity to subdue the world at this 
rate? 

Considered as a divine religion Christianity is a stupendous 
failure. Considered, however, as a merely human religion it ex
erts a marvelous power. 

These twenty millions rule the country against the real wishes 
of forty millions of people: Practically this is a Christian nation. 
Church property to the amount of one thousand million dollars 
is exempt from taxation. If this property were taxed like other 
property it would yield an income to the public treasury of $25,
000,000 a year. Twenty million get the benefit of this; fofty 
million get no benefit at all, yet these forty millions pay, without 
protest, over sixteen million dollars for "the support of the churches. 
Who shall say, in view of this fact, that Christianity is not a. 
powerful religion? 
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In the army and navy, in the legislatures of the several states, 
chaplains are appointed and the gov~rnment is compelled to pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to support them. Who will say 
that Christianity is dead when it can thus command the treasury 
of the United States? 

The celebration of Washington's Centenary was h~ghly colored 
and adorned with religious paraphernalia, and yet only a third of 
the people had any regard for such an aspect of the celebration. 
Two-thirds of the people cared no more for these ceremonies 
than for a Chinese gong-would rather not have had them-and 
yet the Christians had their own way in the matter as if they were 
the whole people. 

In every state except California and Nevada there are Sabbath 
laws. The people don't want these laws. They are foreign to 
American institutic)Os, and yet one-third force them upon the 
other two-thirds, and the two-thirds silently submit. Christianity 
may save but a few souls, but when it comes to government it 
lays its hand upon all .. As a system of redemption it comes to 
a lame and impotent conclusion, but as a political machine it is 
about the most triumphant of the day. It cannot be ignored, 
however much we may despise its dogmas. Christianity would 
be voted do\vn to-day, two to one, if there were an honest ex
pression of the opinions of everybody, but as a matter of fact it 
is king in the Republic, and it dictates the conduct of sixty mill
ions of people. 

Forty millions of people in this country are thoroughly non
Christian, yet out of these forty millions how many take any 
active part in maintaining their own rights or the rights of others? 
It is popularly supposed' that this is a Christian country. It is 
a non-Christian country. The non-Christians, if the issue were 
simply made, could sweep the polls from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. This is a nation of Liberals and Freethinkers, yet, strange 
anomaly, its government is still the government of the Christian 
church~ The president must still take the oath, the Senate and 
House of Representatives must pay for chaplains and listen to 
their prayers, railroads must stop running on Sunday, the Chris
tian Bible is read in the schools, and the public treasury over
flows into the coffers of the church. This is not to be wondered 
at if Christians were in the majority. But they are not. They 
are in the minority. 

The subscribers of all the Freethought and Liberal journals in 
the country do not number over fifty thousand. These subscribers 
represent a reading population of two hundred and fifty thousand, 
out of forty millions, in essential sympathy with Liberal ideas. 
Only one out of one hundred and sixty of the non-Christians 
reads a non-Christian paper. Only one out of eight hundred takes 
a non-Christian paper. Of these fifty thousand not more than 
ten thousand are in active working sympathy with Liberal organ
izations. These ten thousand are the actual representatives of 
forty millions of people. Upon their shoulders the whole bunfen 
of reform lies. They stand for the opinions of two-thirds of the 
American people. The impression seems to be that there are about 
fifty nine million nine hundred and ninety thousand Christians in 
America, and about ten thousand non-Christians. But these ten 
thousand Freethinkers are not thm:i isolated. Back of them is a mass 
of forty millions intellectually in accord with Freethought. It 
might be better if there were only ten thousand Freethinkers. The 
issue would then be sharp. As it is now, only one out of eight 
hundred of the Liberals of the land takes any lively interest in the 
conflict between Christianity and civilization. Those in favor of 
civilization and. against Christianity allow Christianity to win the 

day) so far as political power i::; concerned, and practically turn 
the cold shoulder to the few who are in the heat of the battle on 
their side . 

.It does seem strange, when we think of it, that these ten thou
sand must toil and sacrifice, must meet social ostraCism, business 
losses, and political failure; be regarded as fanatics, wild enthusi
asts, disturbers of the peace, and" Infidels," when, as a matter of 
fact, they represent the ideas, the life, the. sentiments, of a vast 
majority of the people who would stand side by side with them 
if the issue could be distinctly and universally comprehended. 

There is no question that Christianity is intellectualgr defeated 
-that, as a "divine religion," it is put upon .the shelf. Science 
has labeled it "superstition;" but as a governmental power, as a 
social tyranny, Christianity is still victorious. As a machinery of 
despotism it is unequaled. It is the greatest instrumentality of 
oppression in the world. But it is so subtle, so all-pervading, 
that its victims don't seem to realize that it is such a complete 
master. 

The situation points out two lines of work. The ten thousand, 
the guard of freedom, must not simply contend against Christian 
usurpation, but they must ·rouse the vast number who, intellectu
ally, are non-Christian, to the importance of maintaining their 
rights and dignity; of treating Christianity not as if it were an 
effete religion to be simply ignored, but as a living tyranny, the 
more terrible because dead at heart. Christianity is not simply 
a doctrine, it is an institution wonderfully organized for conquest 
and power. It is a vast bread-and-butter-making machinery, and 
for that reason there will ever be an immense motive for its con
tinuance, and especially for its political prestige. There will be, 
for years to come, a hundred thousand persons too lazy to work 

. for a living, or too lazy to th~nk for a living, but always ready to 
preach for a living; and these, as one man, will devote every 
energy to the predominance of Christianity. 

These one hundred thousand represent the concentrated force 
of Christianity; they are the guard of despotism, the representa
tives of twenty millions of Christians. 

The' forty millions of non-Christians are represented by ten 
thousand pioneers. The representation is unequal, and for that 
reason Christianity triumphs. There are one hundred thousand 
to ten thousand, in the lists of battle. The one hundred thousand 
are thoroughly disciplined and urged on by the overmastering 
desire for self-preservation. They are backed up by the wealth 
and plaudits of the millions of Christians who delight to do them 
honor. The ten thousand pioneers of freedom are sc7attered, 
have but little fellowship, and the millions whom they serve treat 
them with cold indifference. Instead of earning a living at their 
task, like the one hundred thousand clergy who are opposed to 
them, they sacrifice both time and money for their cause. 

In the world of ideas it is forty million non-Christians to twenty 
million Christians. In society, in government, it is one hundred 
thousand Christians to ten thousand non-Christians. 

It will be a long time, therefore, before the intellectual defeat 
of Christianity will result in its political overthrow. 

The greatest danger is through indifference; that Christianity 
will triumph. not because it is a divine religion, but, being a hu
man religion, animated by a human motive-the desire for 
power and good living-it ·will achieve success because non
Christians, although in vast majority, are too c:ueless of the rights 
and liberties. of themselves and others. . 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may be had for $2.50 • 
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- THE TURNERS AND THE LtBERAL UNION. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Pacific Turn 
Bezirk, held in San Francisco, May 8, 1889, the following reso
lution was unanimously passed: 
• "Resolved, That a circular embodying the Constitution of the- Cali. 
fornia State Liberal Uuion be sent to each district of this Bezirk and 
that a postscript be forwarded to each member of the R:zirk, s:tting 
forth the exact purposes of the said Union, and urging them to become 
members of the same; also recommending them to become subscribers 
for the paper FREETHOUGHT published in this city." 

The Turners of the Pacific Bezirk number, we believe, some 
fifteen hundred or more, nearly all of whom are Freethinkers. 
Their Declaration of. Principles embodies the Demands of 
Liberalism, and they are in full sympathy with the objects and 
aims of the American Secular Union. We hope that the recom
mendation of the Executive Committee will be generally fol
loweq~ They will find a warm welcome among the constituency 

- of FREETHOUGHT. 

RELIGIOUS PERSECU1'ION. 

The Rev. George B. Starr, superintendent of the Central Bible 
school for home and foreign missions, complains to the associated 
press that the Seventh Day Adventists are being horribly treated 
in some parts of the South. He has received from Elder M. G. 
Huffman, of that sect, for transmission to the general conference 
at Battle Creek, Michigan, the following letter, written at Alpha
retta, Milton county, Georgia. 

"Brother D. Conklin, of Michigan, who, with his family, has lately 
moved into this. neighborhood, has b~en reported to the grand jury and 
a bill found against him for working on Sunday, and all he did was to 
cut a few sticks of wood to build a fire, just what I have seen many 
o~hers doing since I came to this state. The penalty for violation of any 
portion of the law in this state is very severe. They have what is known 

- in this state as a chain gang, where those who violate the law are taken, 
and ball and chain fastened to one leg and they at'e made to work on 
public roads and railroads, and those who are put there are many of 
them treated worse than brutes. Many have been whipped to death, 
and doubtless if he should _be taken there for working on Sunday, he 
would be compelled to work on the Sabbath or be whipped. What is 
your advice? Should we be beaten in the circuit would you take the 
case to the supreme court? And if so, can you help us'? We are all 
poor here." 

Those who desire to see this sort of persecution become gen
eral all over the country will petition Congress to pass the Blair 
Sunday Rest Bill, fo~ that is exactly what the bill is designed to 
bring about. 

A TYRANT DEAD. 

The great foe of freedom in Russia, Count Demetrius Tol
stoi, died M1Y 7, and with him died one of the worst tyrants 
known to this century, He was a bigot in religion, and conse
quently a foe to every reform. In 1865 he was made chief 
procurator of the holy synod and a year later minister of educa
tion. He ruined the career of thousands of young men, con
tinually supplied the ranks of the Nihilists with fresh recruits out 
of the int~llectual classes of society, and did more than anyone 
else in the way of suppressing the fr~e expression of public" 
opinion in the Russian press. During the fourteen years of 
Count Tolstoi's administration the Golos of St. Petersburg alone 
was submitted to no less than twenty-two different penalties, such 
as prevention from publishing advertisements, suspension of sale 
in the streets, and the suppression of that paper for periods vary
ing from two to six months at a time: All these penalties were 

applied by the-minister of the interior at the request of Count 
Tolstoi in order to check the steady denunciation on the part of 
that paper on questions of popular education. He declared that 
he was going to eradicate all liberal notions from the heads of 
the growing generation, and he hesitated at no act of tyranny to 
effect his object. He was once deposed, but when "the new czar 
came into power he was reinstated and celebrated his accession 
to power by a ferocious onslaught upon the Nihilists. He es
tablished a police reign of terror throughout the empire and 
arrested great numbers of suspects, particularly in the universities. 
He was especially active in the exile of (( suspected" persons to 
Siberia. He also shackled the press soon after his accession 
to office. He suppressed some of the leading papers, completely 
crushed all independent political thought, and died the most un .. 
popular man in Russia. 

Men like Tolstoi make more Anarchists and Nihilists than all 
the police of the world can suppress, and no one can regret it 
when death ends their capacity to do evil. 

THE SUSTAINING FUND. 

We hope that our patrons and well-wishers have carefully read 
and considered the list of letters and accompanying statements 
published in last week's FREETHOUGHT under the heading of 
"The Helping Hand." The affairs of this paper are therein 
accurately stated, together with the necessities of the situation. 
In order to carry on the publication of FREETHOUGHT as it should 
be carried on-sending out sample copies~ publishing tracts and 
leaflets, extending the movement in every direction-about 
$2,000 per year is needed more than we are likely to get from 
subscribers during the next few years. The paper is worth $2 
per year to every subscriber-this is unquestioned. The ques
tion is, Is it not worth something for the Liberals of the Pacific 
slope and elsewhere to have the paper circulated as an advocate 
and an organ of the Liberal party? Those who think it is will 
join the friends whose words of encouragement were printed in 
this paper last week, if they can afford it. 

We have taken especial pleasure in printing the list of letters 
mentioned, because they are a sort of vindication. They vindi
cate Liberalism from the charge that its advocates lack gener
osity." To be sure, the vindication is vicarious-a few pay the 
money and the rest point to them with pride and take their pro
portion of credit for the liberality displayed-but the record is 
there, and the accusation that Freethinkers are niggardly is re
futed. That is worth the cost. These letters, furthermore, in
dicate that to some extent this paper has won a place in the great 
hearts of the Liberals of the West. They show that FREETHOUGHT 
is accepted by representative Freethinkers, and that its discon
tinuance would leave a want unfilled. Its -death would be re
garded as a kind of suicide. Were we to allow it to die without 
laying the state of affairs before our readers, they might say that 
it was a case of involuntary starvation. So believing, we have 
taken the present course, and if we have not very much over
estimated the interest felt in the cause of Liberalism, the re
sponse will be such as to make any further appeals of the kind 
unnecessary. 

THE Pittsburgh" Truth announces that R. B. Westbrook, Esq., 
president of the American Secular Union, is now en~aged in 
writing a book of profound research on the " Secrets and Sup
pressions of Sacerdotalism," which will, it is said, be found to be 
the most radical work of this century. 
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ABOUT once a month a story appears through the medium of 
the religious press to the effect that a daughter oCColonel Inger~ 
solI has joined the church. Sometimes it is particularized to the 
exteIit of describing the circumstances under which the conver
sion occurred. Pious people who nave accepted the yarn as 
evidence of tl1e workings of divine grace will be pained to read 
the following by Miss Eva Ingersoll in reply to the questions of 
a New York World reporter: 

"Neither my sister nor myself has ever attended service. Once Mr. 
Carnegie invited us to hear Henry Ward Beecher. It was in the even
ing, and the address he delivered was the only one we have ever heard. 
Another time we went to Dr. Collyer's chl1rch, to attend a friend's 
wedding, and that is the extent of our knowledge of churches. I never 
had any desire, somehow. I have been told that the music might be 
entertaining, but I am sure that it can't compare with operatic music, 
and we go to some opera or concert three or four nights in the week. I 
have read a great many sermons, but never was sufficiently pleased or 
interested to care to hear one. Our parents are not responsible for our 
attitude. Indeed, sister ane! I are more radical than they. Father has 
always told us that he wanted us to realize the greatest happiness in 
life, and advised us to examine for ourselves and act in accordance with 
our convictions. We have had books of all kinds and all sorts, and 
friends to exchange ideas with. Father has read with us, and together 
we have looked up references, loca.lities, and proofs, but the more we 
know about Christianity, the leslt admiration we have for it. My grand

, father, you know, was a Congregat.ional minister, but most of our rela
tives have been extremely Liberal. They all believed in religion, and so 
do we, but neither they nor we are Christians. We were never taught 
prayers as children, but when old enough to reason, mother selected the 
prayers that are considered most beautiful and touching, and told us, as 
'she always did in making selections of poetry and prose, to read them 
carefully and learn the ones that pleased us. None pleased me espe

.cially, and I didn't commit any of them to memory. I could not see the 
wisdom of praying for or against things 1 knew were beyond human in
fluence. And I never prized a Bible as most girls do, not even in silver 
or ivory covers. I don't like the book, because there are too many im
probable and impossible things in it, and, worse than that, it abounds in 
cruelties. " 

ACCORDING to a report in the Ghronicle, there is one member 
of our police force who has advanced farther than the theory of 
descent warrants in identifying human beings with their great 
prototype, the monkey. The report referred to says: 

Officer O'Rourke testified in Judge Rix's court yesterday that he had 
< caught Signor Ricardo in the very act of" sousing the creature in a horse
trough, your honor." 

"Don't you believe him judge," interrupted the prisoner. "I no 
souse the monkey. 1-" 

"Shut up! Who is this person?" inquired the judge, indicating the 
man who had interrupted the testimony. 

"That, your honor, is Ricardo, the man that soused the creature." 
u Please, Judge, you listen to me. The monk-" 
" Sit down. What has a monkey to do with this case? What is it all 

about anyhow?" 
"He's charged with cruelty to children, your honor." 
"Children! Laprista, the monkey; not the child, the monk-" 

. "Sure, your honor, I caught him sousing the creature in the water, and 
1 charged him with cruelty to children, and-" 

"Case dismissed." And officer and organ-grinder left the courtroom. 

, Officer O'Rourke probably got his notions of man's relation
'ship to the lower animals from reading the remarks of the Rev. 
John Brandt of San Diego. 

SAYS Charles Bradlaugh in the National Reformer: "\Vhat a 
large number of people whom I do not know seem at different 
times to have defeated me in debate! The Rev. W. Sharman 
writes me that a 1\1r. R. Jamieson boasts of having performed 
this feat at Paisley. A Mr. Dumas Ducrew says that he also did 

likewise at the Hall of Science. I must be a very poor debater 
to permit so many almost unknown persons to continually get 
the best of me in this promiscuous way." Some of the many 
Freethought lecturers in this country who have been" defeated" 
by Christian Champions (on paper) can realize what Mr. Brad
laugh's feelings must be. 

ON Powell street in this city is an institution called the Presen
tation convent, the inmates of' which, under the rule of their 
society, can emerge only at death. Up to the present time the 
portion of their schools termed the cloister has never been en
tered since the day of dedication by any but themselves. There 
have been occasions when nuns, with relatives in this city, were 
dying, but not even the mothers could enter the cloister to see 
them. There are now in this convent on Powell street many 
nuns who have not been outside that institution for twenty years. 
It is now understood that Archbishop Riordan contemplates 
breaking the inclosure and permitting the prisoners to emerge 
in order that they may engage in the calling of other" sisters," 
t. e., that of begging for the support of the church. Certainly the 
convent should be opened, and if Archbishop Riordan finds his 
intention in .that direction weakening, the city authorities might 
help him. It is questionable whether people have a right to 
surrender their liberty, even voluntarily, under a superstitious de
lusion. 

A GIRL named Drexel, an heiress worth $6,000,000, has en
tered the convent of the Sisters of Mercy at Pittsburg, Pa. If 
she finds the life of a nun agreeable, after a six months' trial, 
s,he will "take the veil" and thereafter be dead to the world, and 
the church will get the income of her -'-wealth. Miss Drexel is 
one of three sisters who inherited $17,000,000. In case either 
has an heir, the heir inherits their property. If all die without 
issue, the estate goes to the Catholic church. One of the sisters 
is already married, and good citizens can only hope that in her 
case at least nature will do its perfect work. 

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for May is unusually attractive. 
It opens with the Hon. Abram Schell's splendid address delivered 
in this city on. the last anniversary of Paine's birthday, and con
tains, also, articles by Helen H. Gardener and Nellie Booth
Simmons. The likeness and biography of the editor of the 
Truth Seeker will be vie~ed with' interest. The Magazine is 
published by H. L. Greeen, 143 Main, street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
SpecimeD:s may be seen at the office of FREETHOUGHT. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD will deliver a course ~f four lectures on 
Evolution, under the auspices of the Secular Union at Spokane 
Falls, W. T., beginning May 23. His subjects are "Evolution 
and Law versus Creation by Miracle," "The Proofs that Man 
Ascended from Anim'als," II The Evolution of Morals and 
Religion," and "The Errors of the ?\-fosaic Account Shown by 
the Facts of Science." Mr. R. Sharpless is secretary of the 
Spokane Secular Union. ' 

WE trust that the enlargement of the London Freethinker 
from eight pages to twelve is a sign of increased prosperity conse. 
quent upon an extended circulation. The Freethinker is full of 
wit and wisdom and deserves unbounded success. 

IT seems that the announcement of the acquittal of Messrs. 
Harman and Walker, of Valley Falls, Kan., was premature. At 
last accounts the case still hung fire. 
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RINGING WORDS. 

T~ tlu EditDrs of FreeihDflght: 

Your letter in regard to the affairs of FREETHOUGHT received 
some days ago. I am exceedingly glad of such good report, and 
I feel that the paper must and will succeed. Surely our Liberal 
friends will be satisfied with nothing short of this. The deficit 
of two thousand dollars per year incurred in its publication 
should be easily made up by the Liberals of the \Vest, and the 
success of the paper thus assured. If they fail to do it, it will be 
a blot on the fair name and fame of our golden state. 

presume you have at least sixteen hundred sub3cribers. 
With a little unanimity how easy and what a light burden it 
would be on each to raise this amount. A contribution of $1.25 
from each would do it. If one thousand of them would each 
pay two dollars cash for an extra copy to do a little missionary 
work with among friends the problem would thus simply be 
solved. But as it is not practicable to get so many to pull to
gether at once, you have made the proposition to one hundred 
interested Liberals to each contribute twenty dollars per year 
until the paper is on a self-sustaining basis. This you say will 
cover the present annual deficiency. I think that in view of the 
fact that you editors are giving your whole time and talent, you 
have made a very modest request to those from whom you have 
a right to expect assistance in the hour of need. I am a poor 
man, but I wish the privilege of becoming one of this one 
hundred. You write that about fifty have already promised to 
contribute the required amount to this fund, making one-half 
the deficit assured. Now I am not putting money into this en
terprise to have it swallowed up in a failure, and if necessary I 
will make a motion that if the hoped for one hundred do not 
respond favorably, each of those who do, add enough to his sub
scription to make up the amount and double the proposed 
amount from each if necessary. The only dividend I ask is the 
success of the paper. To paraphrase a little, let our motto be: 
FREETHOUGHT must and shall be preserved. .

Let us resolve to keep the flag above the cross in the great 
empire of the Pacific states. Let us do what we can to leave to 
our children and all those who shall come after us the blessed 
inheritance of a free press, free Rchools, free speech, and free 
thought. That is to say, that our two great educators, the press 
and public school, shall always teach our people, young and old, 
to always speak frankly and fearlessly their best and truest 
thoughts to their fellow-men. It will be a better and grander 
legacy than lands or gold. If we are to build high the blessed 
temple of humanity, we must have as its very foundation stone a 
strong and _vigorous Freethought organ- right here in our midst. 
Now is the time to act. Shall we build on this solid rock or 
not? I have a faith, and my faith is this: That the Liberals of 
the Pacific Coast will decide this question in the affirmative, and 
so, with a strong and abiding faith in humanity, I remain 
yours always, W. S. RODGERS. 

Boulder Creek, Cal. 

ANOTHER GOOD LETTER. 

FRIEND PUTNAM: I have been in receipt of your letter of the 
7th about an hour. To be sure I will be one to give twenty 
dollars per year rather than have FREETHOUGHT go under. I 
would give one hundred per year if able. or one thousand if 
needed, for what good is money unless to use to enlighten and 
help up our brother man and sister woman? How people can 
withhold money and see the ignorance and suffering that is all 
about us, is past my comprehension. Could they once enjoy 
the pleasure in giving (where worthily bestowed) their purse 
strings .would ever be open when they had it to spare. 

The question should be who needs it, not who has it. Hoping 
all who can will drop into line, and send you twenty dollars per 
year, and those who cannot give thai, will smaller sums, until 
our pet FREETHOUGHT is on a solid basis, I will inclose my 
check for twenty dollars, and say good-night with the wish that 
like the Boston Investigator, and Truth Seeker of New York, 
FREETHOUGHT will have such a place in the affections of the peo
ple that they cannot part with it. Yours, Scon BRIGGS. 

San Francisco. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

When I reached the hall where Mr. Putnam was to lecture 
last Sunday, I had prepared myself by anticipation for a most 
enjoyable occasion. but it proved to be more than an occasion. 
It was an Event. The auditorium of the large hall at 42 I Post 
street was filled with well-dressed young men and fluttering 
,oung women, and old men, and women that never grow old. 
There were also enough in the gallery to keep it from looking 
overcrowded with seats. - Many were doubtless attracted thither 
by the poster at the door, executed by myself and edited by Mr. 
Putnam and Mr. J. A. Williams. Formerly there was in front of 
the hall a bulletin board as large as a barn door, and I made a 
sign to fit it. My sign read as follows: "Moody and Sam Jones; 
their Revival Methods Examined, by the Celebrated Freethought 
Orator," etc. The board, however, was blown down and broken 
by the wind, and an Italian gentleman gathered up the fragments, 
which he carried home for kindling-wood. A smaller one was left, 
but my sign wouldn't go on to it; hence the editorial work of Put
nam and Williams, who condensed it to "Moody and Sam Jones 
Examined," in which form it contained a suggestion of anatom
ical dissection, and passers-by came in to view the remains. 

At quarter past three President Chilstrom called the meeting 
to order, and surprised previous attendants by announcing music 
by the quartette. The quartette itself was a second surprise, and 
the music it afforded constituted a third. I am not acquainted 
with its members, except Mr. Hannaford, the basso, but I learn 
that the others were the Misses Wheeler, of Oakland. All pos
sessed fine and well-trained voices, and the opening selection 
was admirably-fitted for the time and place. It took the big au
dience by storm, so that a recall was unanimous. "The Beau. 
tiful Sometime" appeared to be the refrain of the second piece, 
and when it ended President Chilstrom appropriately remarked 
that sometimes we were favored with beautiful music, and that 
this was emphatically one of those occasions. He then introduced 
the speaker .. 

Mr. Pu~nam's lecture on Moody and Sam Jones has appeared 
in FREETHOUGHT, but a lecture is one thing and a speech is 
another; and when the speech is a good one, delivered before a 
responsive audience, a lecture in cold type, however free from 
typographical errors, is eomparatively a frigid and formal thing. 
I judge a lecture by the extent to which it renders me oblivious 
of the flight of time. When I find myself fingering my watch
chain assiduously I know that I am not thoroughly interested. 
If I take the watch out and consult it at the end of fifteen min
utes, I realize that I am being wearied; and when I am moved 
to wind the timepiece up, the lecturer need not extend his re
marks for my benefit. They will fall upon a dull~ cold ear. 
This statement prepares me to give my measure of appreciation 
for the address in question by simply saying that I did not know 
how long he had been talk.ng when the speaker observed that he 
would not dwell further upon the subject. Then I looked at the 
clock, and found that it was an hour and a half later than when 
the exercises began. After the lecture another song was prom~ 
ised, but a collection for general purposes intervened, and the 
fact that the audience stood the collection for the sake of the song 
shows the attracting power of the quartette. 

The claims of the San Francisco Freethought Society being 
presented, several new members put their names upon the roll. 
One of the best pleased men present was Mr. Robert Wade, of 
Troy, N. Y., who applauded every good point made by the 
speaker, patronized the collection hat generously, and above the 
buzz and bustle of the dispersing crowd he could be heard whis
tling melodiously the" Harp that Once Through Tara's Hall." 

Quite an interesting incident of this gathering was the meeting 
between Mr. Putnam and Mr. 1. G. Gardner. They were in the 
army together, in the same company, Putnam as captain and 
Gardner as lieutenant. They last met twenty-five years ago, when 
the captain had become a theological student, and the lieutenant 
a Presbyterian deacon. Last Sunday Mr. Gardner chanced to 
pick up one of the bills advertising the lecture, and, being a Free
thinker, he attended. The name of Putnam called up mem
ories of his old army comrade, but he hardly expected to find 
the theological student expounding Freethought. It proved, 
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however, to be the same man, and the greeting was of the ac
tively cordial nature characteristic of meetings between Cap
tain Putnam and his friends. Mr. Gardner reports that Putnam 
is nearly the same man he was a quarter of a century ago, and 
just about as pious. . 

Next Sunday evening the Society meets again at the same 
place, 421 Post street. The quartette pro mises m ore of its ex
cellent music, and Mr. Putnam will discourse upon "Liberty and 
Authority." 

I have just received a circular from somewhere in Washington 
Territory, indorsed with a scrawl on the back as follows: 

I mail-you this to make liars and cowards happy. BRADEN. 

This devotion of Mr. Braden to the happiness of his con
stituency would be touching if it did not in so marked a manner 
include himself. 

One paragraph of the circular reads thus: 
BACK-OUTS. 

Representatives of Infidelity have backed out of debate, when Mr. 
Braden was selected and indorsed to meet them in debate, as follows: 
Putnam, president of the Infidel League of America, seven times; Inger
soll, three times; Underwood, six times; Jameson, twice; Watts, three 
times; Billings, twice; Pike, Sanborn, Chainey, Walser, Fishback, 
Stewart, 'Vright, Remsburg, Bell, Shaw, and Carrington, once each; the 
Spiritualists of Alliance, Ohio, 'once; C. B. Reynolds, vice-president of 
the American Infidel League, backed out of debate in Phoenix, Arizona, 
in the most cowardly and disgraceful manner-thirty-six back-outs; 
thirty-three by Materialists and three by Spiritualists. 

When Mr .. Braden is tired of parading these names before the 
public'he might arrange a new list, and put mine among them. 
I met him once in this office, and did not debate with him. The 
only reason why there was not a lively discussion is because I 
did not know who he was. I now challenge the Rev. Mr. Braden 
to mortal combat, and give him the choice of weapons. Hear 
my war-song: 

I am a terror
Don't you forget it. 
The glare thou beholdest 
Streaming through heavens 
In flashes of carmine 
Is my red whiskers 
Blown by the cyclone, 
Amazing the nations. 
Thou art a blow-hard, 
Reverend Braden, 
And thus single-handed, 
Unto the combat, 
Gauntlet or gospel, 
Here I defy thee! 

. A report of a Manhattan Liberal Club meeting which I see in 
the New York Star causes me to regret my absence from the 
scene of my former usefulness. It seems that on the evening of 
May 3, T. B. Wakeman, Esq., delivered a Socialistic, or Positivistic, 
lecture before the club. The title is not given, but there is no 
doubt it was" The Higher Integration," or words to that effect. 
Mr. \Vakeman took the ground that our present system of govern
ment is defective. He advocated the abolition of the president, 
and the placing of the ruling powers in the hands of a central 
body. The report states that these ideas were received by the au
dience with H roars, hisses, and groans," and that a man named 
Eccles " thought Mr. Wakeman should be driven out of town." 
Mr. \Vakeman replied amid a confusion of hisses and cheers. 
The radicals hooted, and the speaker said they had no more rea
son than brutes or hop-toads .. A half a dozen men and women 
tried to speak; one of them said a viler, more indecent, or more 
illogical address was never uttered. The society should brand it 
as such. The session ended in wild disorder. 

Such is the painful report that comes across the continent from 
Manhattan Isle. If it is true, the Liberal Club of to-day is not 
the Liberal Club that lives in my memory along with recollec
tions of peaceful assemblages, over which Mr. Wakeman presided 
as the tall trees of Calaveras county preside over the lesser giants 
of the forest. Nothing disturbed the meetings then except when 
Robert Blis::;ert or Herr Oppenheimer evoked a smile bv saying 
t hat the man with a badge-pin was a liar, or when Mr. Vaughan 
.1J.rose to say that people often printed things in the papers which 

they would not care to enunciate. on the sidewalk, the ~ubject 
of their remarks being present. Once I remember an intoxicated 
gentleman strolled in and attempted to address the meeting from 
the floor. Then Mr. Wakeman tapped the stand gently with. his 
gavel and said: "The gentleman is out of order. Unless he 
subsides the Chair will ask the assistant secretary to land him in 
the street." I do not recall the exact details of what followed; I 
only remember that the meeting was not further interrupted. At 
the time of which I speak I .was the assistant secretary. 

I regret exceedingly that inharmony should have disturbed a 
meeting of the club, but my sorrmv over that circumstance is a 
joy compared with the deeper grief felt when I realize that I was 
not there to write a truthful account of the proceedings, and lay it 
before the readers of the Truth Seeker. . 

I wrote, awhile ago, about a visit I enjoyed from Mr. Charles 
Snyder, of Oakland, an old man who lives upon the memories of 
the past ~nd the charities of the present. The world knew him 
in his day of fame as Henry Ashton, leading tenor to Jenny 
Lind, the Swedish Nightingale, but of late years he has Iived 
alone in an attic room, an object of.solicitude to a few benevo
lent persons. Last week, while riding with a friend on the San 
Leandro road, he was thrown from the buggy and severely hurt" 
and on Thursday they took him to the Alamed~ County lnfirm
ary, sufferipg from his injuries and asthmatic consumption. So 
the old man passes into the valley. Kings praised him and mul
titudes applauded him while his one gift lasted; now that has 
left him he has but the two with which nature endows us all. For 

Two gifts perforce she has given us yet, 
Though sad things stay and glad things fly: 

Two gifts she has given us-to forget 
All sad and glad things that go by, 

And then-to die. 

The editor of the Ironclad Age is buried in· deep grief, and 
this is why he weeps: 

G. Washtngton Macdonald, of the 'Frisco FREETHOUGHT, once wrote 
a book entitled, New England and· the People up "Thar." He admits 
that an edition of near one hundred copies of that work llas been sold 
since its first appearance in 1879. A copy of this book lies near where 
this is written, and the writer views it regretfully for the reason that 
there are so many more on a shelf near by. Having read it when it first 
appeared and being enthused by its drollery and quaint style the writer r 

her~of was carned off his feet (this is hoss talk) and ordered a job lot, 
seemg no reason why the demure and staid passengers on his craft might 
not relish and be allowed a little dry humor after their return from church 
on Lord's day. But the unappreciative crowd had been so long fed upon 
a hark-from-the-tombs-a·doleful-sound literature that they seemed to 
dread anything lively. Hence this stock of IO-cent' New Englands. 
Hence this stuck merchant. Hence these tears. . 

I have for a long time viewed with alarm the increasinO" cyni
cism of Dr. Mon.roe, but there is good cause for it. With the 
Bible circulated at the rate of a Il1illion copies per annum, and 
"~ew England and the People Up There" turning yellow upon 
hlS' shelves, why should not the philosopher exclaim, "What 
fools these mortals be!" I often make the remark myself. 

GOD AND THE MINISTERS. 

At the Congreg~tional Club, Dr. Cruzan presiding, Rev. Joseph 
Rowell, of the Manners' church, controverted the views expressed in Dr. 
Pond'li p:iper of the previous week in favor of the reign (.f law in the 
matter of retribution for sin. Mr. Rowell lamented that some professed 
Christians were agreed with Infidels in banishing a personal god from 
the \Vo~ld and substituting for his reign that of impersonal law. 

He Cited numerous scripture texts in which God is spoken of as a God 
of.ve~geance, and.claimed that all the sufferings arid troubles of men in 
thIS lIfe came as duectly from the hand of God as his mercies and his 
bl.essings. So with f~ture .punishment. "I will tread upon them" (the 
WIcked), Gud had saId, '.' In !lly anger and trample them in my fury." 
He ~roposed to take the msplred state~ent of scripture rather than the 
fanCies of men. Some approved the. views of this paper, others strongly 
opposed them. Dr. Cruzan, the chaIrman, spoke earnestly in opposition 
and said he would leave his pulpit to-morrow and go back to the com
positor's case rather than preach a God of wrath and vengeance. 
T(I tht! Edt"t(lTS (If Fruth(lught: 

The inclosed slip, containing a report of how "ministers 
meet" nowadays, I cut from this morning's Chrbniclt:~;~ 

Mr. Putnam, in his most excellent lecture of last Sunday even
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ing, referred to the fact that intelligent, educated clergymen of ' 
to-day ,lack the backbone to stand up for honest conviction, 
when it runs counter to the old faiths and dogmas of the church. 

The slip referred to adds, perhaps, to the proof of such fact, 
but it also shows that there may be and are good, clean-cut ex
ceptions to the rhle. 

Dr. Cruzan (who, by the way, is a liberal-minded, intelligent, 
and learned man, according to what I know of his history) is 
not the only clergyman who, in the process of evolution in 
human mind conceptions, has found himself standing, squarely 
opposed to the narrow, superstitious dogmatism of his church. 

All this simply shows that the leaven is working; that the final 
disintegration of the olden church is inevitable, and is progress
ing in the exact proportion that the Liberals of the civilized 
world are rearing the ne,,. church-the Church of Humanity. 

San Francisco, May 10. P. O. CHlLSTRQ:\f. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

Reports from seventy-two different localities in California, with 
an estimated population of 701,950, give a mortality of 885 for 
the past month, a per centage of 1.18 per 1000 in the month, 
or of 14.16 in the year, being the lowest annual per centage ever 
reported.--The trial trip of the cruiser Charleston, built at the 
Union I ron Works of this city,. is reported to have proved that the 
ship is better than the contract called for.--The Rev. L. Wal
ker, of the Walker mansion fame, and at one time secretary of 
the Golden Gate Fair Association, has been made a defendant 
in the divorce suit instituted in Oa.kland by his wife, Ella S. 
Walker, who has-got tired waiting for that gentleman to return 
to California. He disappeared -in 1886 and has not been seen 
since. At that time it was reported he was short several thou
sand dollars, which had been entrusted to his care by the fair as
sociation, and his departure was caused by this state of affairs. At 
one time he was pastor of the First Methodist church of San 
Francisco.--Rev. Oscar Clute, pastor of the Unitarian church 
in Pomona, has been informed of his election as president of the 
Michigan Agricultural College at Lansing, Mich. Mr. Clute was 
formerly professor there until his health gave way and he came 
to California. He is now a well man and will accept the posi
tion offered him. The salary is $5,000 ayear.--Gen. Nelson 
A. Miles has been asked to deliver the oration in San Francisco 
on Decoration Day.--The Rev. S. P. Anderson, pastor of a 
Baptist Church in St. Louis, reached.this city the other day, and 
was immediately lodged in jail, charged with forgery and em
bezzlement. He brought $500 with him belonging to the church. 
The governor of Missouri refused to'issue extradition papers, and 
Anderson was set at iiberty.--The Supreme Court has decided 
that the Chinese exclusion act is valid. 

A complimentary dinner will be given Walt Whitman, the 
poet, in Camden, N. J.t on his seventieth birthday, May 31.-
A gang of robbers got $29,000 from Army-Paymaster Wham at 
Fort Grant, Ariz., last Saturday. The pay~wagon was ambushed, 
and the clerk, paymaster, and eight soldiers were wounded-four 
fatally.--Whitelaw Reid, the new minister to France, has ar
rived in Paris.--At the convention of Southern Baptists in 
Memphis, Tenn., H. P. McCormick~ missionary to Mexico, said 
that an orlhographical distinction might be made between papal 
and pagan fields, but in reality there was no difference. He 
thought Catholicism was a menace to his native country as w~ll as 
to Mexico.--Preparations are already being made at the 

_United States Naval Observatory for viewing the total eclipse of 
the sun which takes place- Dec. 22, of this year. The astron
omers will have to go to the west coast.Df Africa, where the 
totality of the eclipse will last three and a quarter minutes. 
--The thermometer in New York May 10 registered 92 in 
the shade. Great damage by a terrific storm was done in New 
York and various parts of the East.--Bishop, the mind reader, 
is dead. 

There is a movement in Paris to ereet a statue to Thiers, 
the French statesman, atheist, and advocate of religious liberty. 
--The pope is suffering from the effects of the sirocco which 
has 'been prevailing in Rome.--Count Tolstoi, Russian min
ister of the interior, is dead. 

ROBEQT G. INGERSOLL AND HIS CRITICS. 

The champions of debate, who were so ready to "answer In
gersoll" two or three years ago, seem to have abandoned the 
task with much unanimity. Their reasons for doing so are quite 
appar~nt to the public. Those who have attempted to answer 
him now seem entirely willing to leave that task to others. 

Attorney-General Black, who entered the list so much like 
Goliah of Gath, and proposed to deal with Ingersoll, not as an 
equal in discussion, but as a policeman deals with a culprit, " re
tired from the contest a sadder and a wiser man." 

The Rev. Dr. Field, admonished by the experience of the 
attorney-general, undertook the task in the manner of a gentle
man; and bore himself like a gentleman throughout th~ discus
sion. He was proh.hly as confident at the beginning as wa') Mr. 
Black, otherwise he would not have challenged Colonel Ingersoll 
to the discussion, in an "open letter" in the North American Re
view. To invite an opponent to a discussion in such a journal 
is like an invitation to meet him in the world's forum; for that 
review is read wherever civilization is known. Yet the experi
ence of Dr. Field was much like that of Mr. Black-no one 
claims that he \von any laurels. But the friends of Ingersoll 
eagerly circulate that discussion - as one of the very best of 
Freethought documents. 

The next champion brought forward against Ingersoll was, 
to our surprise, the great English statesman, Mr. Gladstone. 
Why it was that the cause of Christianity did not seek another 
champion in America we can only conjecture; but there seemed 
to be great confidence that Mr. Gladstone would win a victory. 
But the churchmen were doomed to another disappointment, 
and no one claims that Mr. Gladstone did any better than his 
predecessors. He touched the subject very cautiously, and only 
reviewed one of Mr. Ingersoll's letters in the Field-Ingersoll 
discussion, when it was expected that he would criticise both. 
And even in that one he contented himself with discussing In
gersoll's manner, without attempting to refute his argument. 

Cardinal M mning then approached the subject, but with still 
more caution than Mr. Gladstone. He wrote a long article of 
twenty-nine pages for the North American Review, and entilled 
it "The Gladstone-Ingersoll Controversy," but, with sudden 
discretion, confined himself to the claims of his own church, 
and does not once mention either Gladstone, Ingersoll, or the 
controversy. His effort may have satisfied the less intelligent of 
his own church, but the general public seemed to regard his let
ter as a very weak one. Ingersoll's answer was such as the 
cardinal will not be likely to invite a second time. _ 

This seems to have closed the efforts to "answer Ingersoll," 
for a time, and as all these discussions were published in the 
North American Review, the public were left to read and ponder 
on them at their leisure. In this connection two facts are worthy 
of note. One is that none but the friends of Ingersoll have 
sought to circulate these printed discussions; the friends of his op
ponents seeming entirely willing they should not be read. The 
other is that, during these discussions, the North American Re: 
view quadrupled its circulation. The colonel now appears to be 
a favorite contributor to that journal, and whatever he writes is 
read with eagerness. 

A new kind of criticism is now coming to the front; and the 
Liberal ministers, who have generally been spared by the colo
nel, are attempting to ci estimate" him. The latest effort of this 
kind is by the Rev. Mr. Wendte, Unitarian minister of Oakland, 
in a published sermon entitled" A Unitarian Estimate of Robert 
G. Ingersol1." 

It is an encouraging feature of the times that a minister can 
take H Robert G. Ingersoll" for a text, and that without making 
his whole discourse to consist of denunciations. This minister 
gives him about five pages of genuine praise, and only about 
eighteen pages of condemnation. \Vho. shall say that this is 
not doing well for a minister? 

In referring to the Field and Gladstone controversies, Mr. 
Wendte says of Ingersoll, that, in the keenness of his logic, the H 

weight of his proofs, and especially in the effective way in which 
he exposes the fallacies of his antagonists, and compels them to 
make notable admissions and qualifications of their first state
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ments, Mr. Ingersoll has decidedly the best of these discussions, 
and may be said to have come off with flying colors." 

Again he says: "With Mr. Ingersoll's denial of the supernat
ural origin and infallible authority of the Bible, the arrogant 
claims of hierarchical priesthoods, and the irrational and im
moral character of certain of the prevailing beliefs of Christen
dom; we are in substantial sym pathy. We share his hatred of 
all insincerity,.cowardice, and sluggishness of thought in the 
sphere of religion. We cheerfully recognize the freshness and 
vigor with which he presents his arguments, and the truly remark
able force, eloquence, brilliancy, and wit with which he impresses 
his convictions on his hearers. His manly presence and forcible 
delivery are sufficient to outweigh certain defects of manner and 
language, while his evident earnestness, exuperant spirits, ready 
wit, and shrewd management of his audiences, make him almost 
irresistible to the average mind." 

Here is an amount of praise that hardly any other man in 
America could win. ,Such" thorough sincerity, truth, wit, logic, 
earnestness, eloquence, and resistless effect on the minds of his 
audiences," would seem to leave little to be desired to render 
him a perfect champion of truth. 

But here the eulogy terminates, and severe condemnation be
gins. This almost perfect model of "sincerity" is accused of 
" sophistry;" his "eloquence" becomes "vulgarity;" his truth is 
supplanted by "profanity;" his admirable "earnestness" becomes 
"intemperate statements;" his" logic" becomes" harsh denun
ciation," and instead of being" almost irresistible to the average 
mind," Mr. Ingersoll's method" does not make converts, or pro
duce a deep impression on the hearts of men." And so, in 
Mr. vVendte' s opinion, this champion of truth, that" came off with 
flying colors" in discussions with the brightest men in England 
and America, has become a vulgar and unsuccessful denunciator. 
This reverend critic does not tell us where to find this vulgarity, 
profanity, distortion, or harsh denunciation; and so we are left to 
find it where we can. Ashe has referred to the discussion with 
Dr. Field, let us look there for specimens of these grave of
fenses. \ 
, Dr. Field, having a personal acquaintance with Colonel Inger

soll, and knowing all about his style and manner, sought the dis
'cussion by addressing to him an open letter in the columns of the 
North American Review. In the first sentence of that letter he 
says: "I am' glad that I know you, even though some of my 
brethren look upon you as a monster because of your unbelief." 
In reply to this unpleaasant statement did Colonel Ingersoll in
dulge in any of the offenses for which he is charged? Let us 
see., He begins by saying, "I answer your letter because it is can
did, manly, and generous." When proceeding to the argument 
he says: 

" The first question that arises between us is as to the inno
cence of honest~rror-as to the right to express an honest 
thought. . . . . . You do not regard me as a monster. 
, Some of your brethren' do. How do you account for this differ
ence? Of course your brethren-their hearts having been soft
ened by the Presbyterian God-are governed by charity 
and love. They do not regard me as a monster because I 
ha\'e committed an infamous crime, but simply for the reason 
that I· have expressed my honest thoughts. Has religion had, 
control of the world so long that an honest man seems mon
strous? 

"According to your creed, the same being who made the 
mind of man inspired the Bible's every word, and gave it as a 
guide to all the world. Surely the book should satisfy the brain. 
And. yet there are millions who do not believe in the inspiration 
of the scriptures. 

" No Presbyterian ever stood higher in the realm of thought 
than Humboldt. Yet he not only rejected the religion of your 
brethren, but denied the existence of their God. ' 

" Certainly Charles Darwin was one of the greatest and purest 
of men-as free from prejudice as the mariner's compass-desir
ing only to find amidst the mists -and clouds of ignorance the 
star of truth. No man ever exerted a greater influence on the 
intellectual world. His discoveries, carried to their legitimate 
conclusion, destroy the creeds and sacred scriptures of mankind. 
Yet Darwin was an honest, thoughtful, brave, and generous man. 

"Compare, I beg of you, these men, Humboldt and. Da.rwin, 
with the founders of the Presbyterian church. Read the lIfe of 
Spinoza, the loying pantheist, and then that of John Calvin, and 
tell me c~ndidly, which, in your opinion, was a monster ?" 

Here we have a fair specimen of the manner in which Colonel 
InO'ersoll meets the arguments and offensive epithets of his op
po~ents. Do we find any of the" vulgarity," H sophistry," "hate," 
or "profanity" that Mr. Wendte complains of? ' 

Take another example: 
" You draw a distinction between what you are plea5ed to 

call superstition and religion. You are shocked at the Hindoo 
mother when she gives her child to death at the supposed com
mand of her God. What do you think of Abraham or Jephthah? 
What is your opinion of Jehovah himself? Is not the sacrifice 
of a child to a phantom as horrible in Palestine as in India ?" 

Again, he says: . 
"You have laid down a rule by which superstition can be dis

tinguished from religion. It is this: 'It makes that a crime 
which is not a crime, and that a virtue which is not a virtue.' 

"Let us test your religion by this rule: 
" Is it a crime to investigate, to think, to reason? Is it a crime 

to be governed by that which to you is evidence, and is it infa
mous to express your honest thought? Is credulity a virtue? 
When you condemn men to 'everlasting pain for unbelief-that 
is to say, for acting in accordance with that which is evidence to 
them-do you not make that a crime which is not a crime? 
And when you reward men with an eternity of joy for simply be
lieving that which happens to be in accord with their minds, do 
you not make that a virtue which is not a virtue ?" 

He thus brings his opponent face to face with his own 
theories, and, by simple questions, demonstrates their absurdity. 
Is this" a cruel handling of other people's cherished beliefs?" 
Is this" vulgarity, " "profanity, " or "harsh treatment?" He 
strikes heavy blows, but does not violate the rules of courteous 
debate. Even Dr. Field himself does not complain of this. 

But since so much is said of the" harsh," "cruel," and" un
just" treatment by Colonel Ingersoll of the beliefs of others, let 
us take the worst case, and that most complained of, in the 
entire discussion. . ' 

In regard to the sin of "unbelief," and persecution fur differ
ence of opinion, . he says: 

" You will admit that, he . who now persecutes for opinion's 
sake is infamous. And yet the God you worship will, according 
to your creed, torture through all the endless years the man who 
entertains an honest doubt." 

"Your creed transfers the Inquisition to another world,'mak
ing it eternal. Your God becomes, or rather is, an infinite Tor
quemada, who denies to his countless victims even the mercy of 
death. And this you call 'a consolation.' " 

That this is a severe indictment of the orthodox religion, there 
is no doubt; but is it not true? And if true, should it not be 
plainly stated in debate? Let us see if it is not true. 

All orthodox Christians believe that It he that believeth not 
shall be damned; 11 and that" he that doubteth is damned." 
They also believe that damnation i~ eternal torment. So far 
they will not dispute the truth of the colonel's statement; but do 
they call this theory of damnation ,. a consolation? " 

The church that adopts the theory of Christianity as now 
taught, adopts it as a whole. It speaks of it as "good news"
"the glorious gospel of the Son of God." This "gospel" teaches 
eternal punishment, as well as eternal rewards. Colonel Inger
soll is here discussing the Presbyterian creed, with a Presbyterian 
doctor of divinity., The Presbyterian creed extols the justice of. 
God in the eternal punishment of the" non-elect," quite as 
much as it does his grace in the salvation of the ".elect." The 
one is called hi~" glorious justice;" the other "his glorious 
grace." Of this doctrine "of predestination," the Presbyterian 
creed says: "So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, 
reverence, . and admiration of God; and of humility, diligence, 
and abundant consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel." 
(See Sec. 8, p 3 I, of the Confession of Faith.) 

Here we have it in language that cannot be mistaken. The 
creed calls this doctrine of "predestination," by which a certain 
number are to be saved, and all the rest are to be eternally 



313 FREETHOUGHT. 

damned--not only" a consolation," but an "abundant consola
tion;" and affords "matter of praise, reverence, and admiration 
of God." 

Now, when !Jr. Fi~ld became a Presbyterian minister, he 
pr~fesse~ t? belIeve .thls creed; so long as he remains a Presby
tenan mmlster, he gives everyone reason to believe that he still 
~ccept~ this creed. Colonel Ingersoll was therefore fully justified 
m saymg "the God you worship will, according to your creed, 
torture through all the endless years the man who entertains an 
honest doubt. And this you call a ' consolation.' " 

.Here is no ".distortion" or "caricature," but the plain, un
mIstakable meanmg of the Presbyterian creed. 

This reverend critic, not only assumes to judge Colonel InO"er
solI unsparingly, without referring to the evidence; but he ~lso 
assumes to j~dge of his audiences. He says: "But it may be 
urged that whIle Mr. Ingersoll's method has little attraction for 
cultivated and thoughtful persons, it is very effective with 
~nother class of minds not likely to be reached by sober reas::m
mg. and refinem~nt of manner. N~ doubt he draws his hearing 
~aI~ly from thiS last named class.. One is almost tempted to 
mqUlre to what class Mr. \Vendte Imagines that he himself be
longs? His talk sounds very much as though he belonO"ed to 
the " New York four hundred," or to some other very °select 
"~et." The idea I that a man who has an intellect that can cope 
with the ablest men of the world" has little attraction for culti
vated and thoughtful persons!" In all this long list of censures 
and condemnations, Mr. W endte thoughtlessly treads in the foot
steps of those who have always denounced philanthropists and 
reformers, so long as their cause was unpopular. Those who 
considered themselves the very elite of "thoughtful" and "cul
tivated" people brought these same accusations against Garrison 
Theodore Parker, Wendell Phillips, and Charles Sumner, fo; 
many years. Even the mild and gentle Emerson, whom Mr. 
Wendte holds up as a model for Ingersoll, did not escape the 
c?arse abuse of the clergy, for long years, while he was doing 
hIS very best work . .

In England, neither the sublime work of Clarkson nor the 
polished eloquence and· culture of Wilberforce, could protect 
them from the almost unanimous abuse of the clergy for forty 
years. It would seem reasonable to expect that the ministers of 
o?r time, at least the liberal clergy, should learn something from 
histon° and not go on following the example of the "scribes 
~nd .Pharisees," whose blood>: record of eighteen hundred years 
IS stIll fresh on the pages of history. . 

Yet Mr. Wendte thinks that" Ingersoll's method has little at
traction fo.r cultivated and thoughtful persons." He ought to 
~now that It takes this very class to fully appreciate him. The 
Ignorant and unthinking excel even Mr. \Vendte in their con
demnation of him; while he has a larger hearinO" among the 
"cultivated and thoughtful" classes than any ref~rmer of the 
past century. 

Has it never occurred to Mr. Wendte that the most" thouO"ht
ful and cultivated" men of the world are in full accord ~ith 
Colonel Ingersoll? He worships at the shrine of such cultured 
and thoughtful men as Humboldt, Lyell, Darwin, Herschell, La
place, Spencer, Huxley, and the noble army of their co-workers. 
The men of science, of all Europe, Great Britain, and America, 
are the men whom Colonel Ingersoll most delights to honor 
while the opponents of science are, in every instance,· the op: 
ponents of Ingersoll. Mr. Wendte has made the grave mistake 
o~ publicly attempting to H estimate" a man who is too large for 
him. But when the dove attempts to sit in judgment on the 
eagle, we can hardly expect it to do justice to the nobler qualities 
of the larger bird. ]. W. NORTH. 

l\IR. ARTHUR B. Moss is again a free man. It will be remem
bered that last year the London School Board, of which Mr. 
Moss is an official, passed a resolution forbidding him to lecture 
or write in the interests of Freethought. This resolution has 
now, on the invitation of Mrs. Besant, been rescinded by a large 
~ajority. We congratulate Mr. Moss on the gratifying result of 
hIS courageous action, and which was largely due to the skillful 
advocacy of Mrs. Besant, who, by the way, is doing much ex
cellent work as the representative of the Towef Hamlets.
Watts's Literary Guide, London. 

AN ECHO. 

The S~n Diego Union and Da.ily Bee prints this oracular par
agraph: 

As age creeps on and Bob Ingersoll approaches the span of years 
allotted to the life of man. he appears to be less blasphemous. He is 
?eard l~ss oft:n on t.he rostrum. and much of his old-time virility is lack
mg. Age bnngs WIsdom, even to the chief Agnostic. 

This is the latest echo of a cry that resounded from all the 
Christian pulpits about a year ago, and was taken up bv all the 
Christian jo~rnals. Col. Robert G. Ingersoll (the person we sup
pose the Umon and Bee means) was reported weak and feeble 
~hysically,. and it was asserted that there was a growing disposi
tion on hIS part. to lay down his arms, and even to join the 
church. The subject was brought to Colonel InO"ersoIl's attention 
by the editor of the Truth Seeker, and the gr~at AO"nostic had 
thi~ ~o say: "I do not think th~ Christian press ha~ been very 
solICitous about my health. NeIther do I think my health will 
ever a~j to theirs. .The fact is, I am exceedingly well, and my 
t~roat IS better than It has been for many years. Anyone who 
imagines that I am disposeJ to lay down my arms can read my 
reply to Dr. Field in the November number of the North Amer
ic~n Review. 1 see no particul~r. difference in myself, except 
thIS: that my hatred of superstItlOn becomes a little more in
te.n.se; on 'the other hand, 1 see more clearly that all the super
stItlOns were naturally produced, and I am now satisfied that 
every man does as he must, including priests and editors of 
religious papers." The editor of the Union and Bee ought to be 
sa~isfied with that reply, but if he is not we might say to him 
thiS ~uch: th.3.t whatever. blasphemy the colonel may have ut
tered, If there IS such a thmg as blasphemy, he stands to a little 
more strongly than ever; that if he is heard less often on the ros
trum, he is heard more frequently and widely in the magazines 
and papers; and if he lacks any of his former virility Dr. Field 
and Mr. Gladstone and Cardinal Manning and the rest of the 
Christian world have not found it out. Age brings its wisdom 
to Colonel Ingersoll as to other men, and the wisdom is shown 
in a more and more intense hatred.of super:stition, which super..:. 
stition, if we are not mightily mistaken, includes the larger part 
of the Christian religion.-The Truth Seeker. 

SATURDAY THE SABBATH. 

Before us lies a Mexican Spanish newspaper, published in San 
Francisco, the date line of which reads as follows: 

"San Francisco, Sabado, Mayo 4 de 1889," which, being trans
lated in English, is, San Francisco, Sabbath, May 4, 1889. 

It means this, that while neither Mexicans nor Spaniards 
observe the Sabbath of the Lord, they know no other name 

. for the seventh day of the week but Sabbath. May 4 was Satur
day, and we here have the witness of the language of a nation to 
its right to the sacred title of " S.lbbath." 

But this is not the only witness. Before us hangs a chart of 
the week designed by Rev. W. M. Jones, a London antiquarian 
assisted by Prince Lucien Napoleon Bonaparte, which shows that 
the regular succession of the days of the week are the same in 
160 different languages and dialects; and 108 of these recognize 
Saturday, the seventh day, by the name of Sabbath. Fifty-two 
of these languages are European, the remainder Oriental and 
African. We have the united testimony of the Japhetic, the Se
mitic, and the Hamitic races to the right of the seventh day to the 
title of Sabbath. Let no one say in the face of this testimony that 
we cannot tell which the seventh day is, or which day is the original 
Sabbath. This language proof is the testimony of the ages.
Signs of the Times. . 

WEALTH AND DEBT. 

The affairs of the world are so ordered that wealth and debt 
generally go together. This is contradictory of the popular 
impression, which is that debt and poverty are associated, 
rather than debt and wealth; but this latter is not correct, and 
a very little reflection will show its lack of reason. The poor 
man or the poor community cannot borrow; the wealthy one 
can and generally does. It may be a real or only a supposed 
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necessity of wealth to borrow, but in most instances of individ
uals the man who has the capacity to make a· great deal of 
money has the capacity, also, to use profitably a great deal more 
than he has. One-third of the land is generally mortgaged in 
every prosperous country, and in California it is a common say
ing that the richest farmer always has the large~t debt. How true 
this theory is as to nations has been shown by Mulhall in his 
" Balance Sheet of the W orId" where he compares the \vealth.and 
debt of the richest European nations. These are the figures as 
they were supposed to stand in 1880 : 

Ratio per Do. per Cap. of 
Inhabitant. National D<!bt. 

Holland ...............•.................. £283 £26.2 

Great Britain ...................,...... ...... 260 23·7 

France...... ................ •....• ....... 201 18.0 

Germany .......... '.' ......... : . . . . . . . . . . • 135 .13.0 


Holland is the richest. country in proportion to population and 
has the heaviest debt. Then come England, France, and Ger
many, and in every case their relative rank in wealth is th::!ir rel
ative rank in debt.-Exchange. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture. appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton .. , ..... Or., June 22, 23, Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ..... , .. 26, 
Stayton ......... " " .... 24, Union .....Or. " .... 29, 30, 

Mills City ...••• " ". 25, 26, Baker City, " Sept. . .. . ... 1, 
Turner ......... " " .... 27, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 

Eola- ......... , . " " .... 28, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

Canby -......... " " .. 29, 30_Fox Valley ....•. Or., Sept. 9,10, 

Molalla ........ " July .. ~ .3,4, Long Creek ...... " " II, 12, 

Kalama ...... W. T.," ... 6,7, Hamilton ........ " 14,15, 

Starks Point, \V. T., and vicinity, Monument ...... " ". 16,17, 

July 9, 10, I I, 12, 13, - Hay Stack, ...... "" 18, 
Astoria ..... ,....Or., July, ... 14, Lone Rock .....• " " 19,20, 
Stella ...•....•• W.T.," 15,16,17, Fossil ........' ... " " 21,22, 

O;;wego ........ Or., " 18, 19, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 

Arnold's Grove .. " " 20,21, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept..... 29. 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Forest Grove .... " u .... 30, 
Coburg ..... " Aug ......_... 1, 8, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Lebanon .... " " .......... 9, 6, 7, 

Olympia ... ,V .T.,-" ...... II, 12, Linkville ..... Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Bllckley ... W.T., ", ...... 13, 14, Sacramento .•....... Cal., Oct. 20, 

Davenport, " " ...... 17, 18, San Francisco ....... " "27, 

Rosalia, W. T., and vicinity, Aug. Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

19, 20, 21, 22, of November, 
D.lyton .... W. T., Aug.... 24, 25, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

December. 

ELDER EVANS ON CHURCH AND STATE. 

Mrs. Ada M. ~Jttenbender, of the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union, lately sent to Elder F. W. Evans, of the Mount Leb
ane>n, N. Y., Shaker Community, some matter concerning the 
Blair Sunday Rest bill. Following is Elder Evans's reply. It is 
printed in the Shaker Manifesto: 

Your Sunday legislation I d6 not approve. II This is not a 
Christian government," Washington declared; and I fully agree 
with him. It is for all people on earth, and is designed to se
cure the inalienable rights of all. 

Every day of the week is a Sabbath to some religious order of 
people. Each religion has its prophets, its bible, its creed. Do 
you not see that the province of government is to secure to all 
what all have a right to, without interfering with the reserved
rights of anyone? And above all- religious people should be 
just, and give to those whom some erroneously and slanderously 
call Infidels-like Paine, Jefferson, Washington, and Lincoln
the honor and creGit of being the founders of ol;lr government 
and authors of our Constitution. To use the powers of the gov
ernment against those who were its authors and founders would 
be high treason against Divine Providence and humanity at 
large. "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" Abraham 
asked in astonishment, the God of Israel; and I ask, shall not 
those religious people who claim to .be, of all others, the sei'vants 
of the living God, be the first to do justice to the Rationalists, 
who, in the nobility of their souls, framed a Constitution that se
cured even to their most bitter, fanatical enemies-the Christians 

so-called-the same freedom of faith and liberty of conscience 
that they themselves desired to possess and exercise 'without let 
or hindrance? If we love our religious -enemies, and do right 
by them, will there be any danger of our wronging others? . 

Shakers make as high a religious profession and claim to be 
as spiritual as any other denomination. They live celibate lives; 
own their land in common; use no alcohol or toblCCO; will soon 
(all of them) eat no meat; do not fight; dress plain; and. labor 
to provide things honest in the sight of all men. Yet they bless 
such men as Ingersoll, for the truth he holds and the good he 
does, and the evil he refrains from doing: in other words, for 
the self-denial he practices, and because he loves his fellow-men; 
they judge him by his deeds, not by his belief. 

Church and state governments generate inquisitions. The 
highest form of human hate is when men and women-whilst 
tormenting their fellows with religious persecutions, and even' 
killing them-think they are doing God good service. Does the 
Infidel believe in such a God, or love his worshipers? Will 
murder, in any of its forms, convert him? Is that overcoming 
evil with good? I· he>pe you reforming women will "make haste 
slowly," and keep clear of Babel priests and church and state 
legislation. Respectfully, F. W. EVANS. 

MR. BRADLAUGH'S BILL DEFEATED. 

The effort to repeal the English. laws against blasphemy has 
been unsuccessful. The bill for this purpose came up on Friday 
evening, April 19. Mr. Bradlaugh thus tells the story of his 
fight: . 

"Friday was an evening of trouble. The Blasphemy Law Re
peal bill originally stood first after Supply, and I hoped that it 
might have been reached about 8 :30 or 9. But it was not till 
ab::mt twenty minutes to I I I was called on. Unfortunately for 
the measure great prejudice was excited, even amongst members 
favorable to the bill, by the production of a large number of 
illustrations from the Freethinker, a bundle, of which had been 
brought down to the House by Mr. Samuel Smith, and the sight 
of which brought member after member to me, saying that un
less I repudiated such publications they could not vote for the 
repeal of the blasphemy laws. The feeling was so strong that 
the government, which had not issued any whip, directed the 
government tellers to tell against me, and thus deprived the bill 
of any possible chance of support from the Conservative ranks. 

"To the forty-seven who, against great pressure, voted with me, 
I on behalf of those yet outlaws tender my earnest thanks. Now 
some of the battle must be taken up outside. If Freethinkers de
sire the repeal of the Blasphemy law, they must bring it forward 
at every election, and 'wge it not only on the members who were 
hostile, but still more on those who stayed away. I thank, too, 
the branches of the National Secular Society, and the friends who 
have petitioned in favor of the bill. I regret that there are many 
branches which have done nothing, and many friends who have 
made no sign. Specially thankful acknowledgment is due to the 
Guild of St. Matthew and to its warden secretary. The rejection 
of the bill by three to one shows that the fight for repeal will be 
a very uphill one." . 

. A LITTLE MIXED.-In a~ English country church the curate 
had to give out two notices, the first of which was about baptism, 
and the latter had to do with a new hymn book. Owing to an 
accident he inverted the order and gave out as follows :- "I am 
requested to announce that the new hymn book will be used for 
the first time in this church on Sunday next; and I am also re
quested to call attention to the d.elay which often takes place in 
bringing the children to be baptized; they should be brouO'ht on 
the earliest day possible. This is particularly pressed on ;others 
who have young babies." " And for the informa:ion of those 
\vho have none," added the rector, in gentle, k:ndly tones, and 
who, being deaf, had not heard what had been previously said
"and for the information of those \l'ho have none, I may state, if 
wished, they can be obtained on application in the vestry imme
diatelyafter service to-day. Limp ones, one shillinO' each' with 
stiff backs i\voshillings,"~Chicago Mail. 0' 
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ORGANIZATION IN LOS ANGELES. Improvident Marriages. 

A meeting of Los Angeles Liberals was held in Little Turn 
Verein hall, Sunday night, the 5th instant, and a preliminary 
organization was effected. A constitution and by-laws were 
adopted. Election of officers was postponed one week. The 
hall has been engaged permanently. If has a seating cap::tcity of 
200. A clause in the constitution requires; that all applications 
for membership shall be in writing, and, if reported favorably 
upon by an investigation committee, shall be decided by ballot. 
The organization is based on the Nine Demands; all other ismF. 
and sugjects are barred out. It is intended to carryon a vigor
ous campaign in the way of entertainments, lectures, and the dis
tribution of liberal literature, and help in the formation of similar 
o()rganizations throughout . Southern California. B. A. Stephens 
will addres3 the meeting May 19 on the !Jbjects of the organ
ization. . 

EFFECTS OF RELIGION. 

The San J03e Mercury of recent date says: Robert Johnson 
was yesterday examined before Judge Reynolds in regard to his 
sanity. The evidence disclosed that Johnson is a native of Nor
way, 46 years old, unmarried, who h~s been in California off 
and on for fifteen years following the occupation of a painter. 
His insanity consists in the belief that he is under the guardian
ship of spirits. He acts at times in a wild and boisterous man
ner, using incoherent words. The attack app:!ared about a week 
ago. His insanity is believed to have been caused by attending 
religious services' of an emotional character. The doctors de
cided that he was afflicted with acute mania. 

A Zuni Genesis: 
A writer in the Overland Monthly tells the idea of creation 

prevalent among the Zuni Indians of New Mexico: The earth 
was then small, compared with its present size, and even the 
night, which was constant, had neither moon nor stars; so witha 
view to getting these conveniences a council was held embracing 
the remaining tribes, to discuss the making of these and a firma
ment in which to place them. 

As the meeting closed, each tribe had by common consent its 
allott-d part to do in the creative work· The work was divided 
into three parts and the Navajos claimed first choice, having 
been first in the new world. They chose that of making the sun; 
but as they were not builders, the Zunis kindly helped them by 
building their workshops. 

This done, the Navajos shut themselves up with tools and 
materials, and went about their work in good earnest. The 
Zunis built the heavens, then made the moon and put it in place. 
The Pueblos made the stars, and the three tribes worked with a 
will, regretting, however, that the Americans had shirked their 
share of the labor. 

The Navajos at last finished making the sun, and the Zunis 
helped them hoist it, one Zuni going up with it. The moon was 
hoisted in the same manner, and the two Zunis were left aloft to 
act as the guardians of the two created lights; and as the world 
grows yearly, these two Zunis move their charges further back 
into the hea~ns, that their distance as first placed may 'remain 
the same. One of. the Zunis, however,proves less competent 
than the other, for though sun and moon were intended to give 
equal light and warmth, having been made alike, a difference is 
made because the Zuni in control of the moon holds it too far 
from earth, so that we do not get its full force. , It is due to his 
slothfulness also that the face of the moon is sometimes covered 
and allowed to grow dim, for the moon changes constantly; 
while the greater watchfulness of the sun guardian keeps his 
charge always at full brilliancy. 

The Pueblos had the stars all made and ready for distribution 
in the form of fishes, bears, birds, and woman; but a coyote, 
looking them over, said impatiently: . 

"Why trouble so about those stars? Why not stick them up 
anywhere? " 

And bounding upon the heap, he kicked his rear limbs 
heavenward, scattering the stars promiscuously from horizon to 
horizon; and the Pueblos·concluded to let them remain so. 

Loud are the cries against the" sweating" of men and women; 
deep is the pity for the poor little children who come to school 
~hoeless and dinnerlessj but few are the denunciations of improvi
dent marriages and imprudent parents, wherein lies the root of 
these other evils we lament so strongly. "How rashly people do 
rush into the married state is so well known that it hardly needs 
illustration; but a case I heard of the other day is to my min1 so 
shocking, I feel obliged to give it pUblicity .. A friend, who h'1s 
lately been appointed registrar of marriages, attended a Roman 
Catholic church to register a wedding taking place there. After 
the ceremony he asked for the usual fee, 7s. 7d.; the wedded 
couple turned out their pockets, and between them they could 
only muster seven pence! And it is such people as these who 
can recklessly"marry, without even sufficient means to pay the 
expenses of the marriage ceremony, who provide the world with 
ten or a dozen destitute and miserable children to grow up as best 
they can; too often, alasl in crime.-HYPATIA BRAI'LAUGH BON

NER, in the National Reformer. 

Sabbath-Breaking in Nevada. 

Last Sunday our local, who was over at Lake Washoe fishing, 
made the following report: He found the shore oi the lake lined 
with anglers,' and a careful poll of the crowd resulted as follows: 
Episcopalians, 24; Presbyterians, 20; Methodists, 16; Baptists, 12; 
Catholics, 30; men of no religious belief, 6.-Ex. 

ANOTHER of Dr. Andrew D. White's remarkable papers on 
"The Warfare of Science" is among the contents of the May 
"Popular Science Monthly." This article is devoted to " Diabol
ism and Hysteria," and contains accounts of the dancing and 
other manias of several centuries ago in Europe, and the witch
craft-delusion in this country, for which many innocent persons 
met their death, showing that these epidemics originated in 
nervous derangements, and were magnified and distorted by re
ligious superstition. 

THE beauties of an established religion are illustrated in the 
following clipping from the New York Independent: 

A catechism, prepared by the Rev. F. A. Gace, Anglican vicar of Great 
Barling, Erigland, and widely circulated, contains the following: 

"In what light ought we to consider dissenters?-As heretics. 
" Is their worship a laudable service?-No; their worship is idolatrous. 
"Is dissent a great sin?-Yes; it is in direct opposition to our duty to 

God. 
"Why have not dissenters bee-n excommunicated?-Because the law of 

the land does not allow the wholesome law of the church to be acted on. 
"Is it wicked to enter a meeting housel-Most assuredly." 

THE following is cut from an article by the Rev. John Robert
son, Stonehaven, published in the People's Journal: 

"The devil is powerful, but he is not all-powerful. He is not 
almighty. He is a creature, and Christ is his creator." 

As~uming the reverend gentleman to be well-informed on this 
subject, then but for Christ there would have been no devil.
National Reformer. 

--------~--------
SEVERAL numbers of FREETHOUGHT, of San Francisco, have 

recently reached us. It is a capital journal-very racy and very 
readable, and we wish the enterprising proprietors, Messrs. Put~ 
nam and· Macdonald, a large measure of success.-Watts's 
Literary Guide, London. 

~-----------------
MRS. MATTIE P. KREIf.EL lectures in Pennsylvania and Ohio 

from May 10 to June 10, and parties desiring her services may 
address her at Pittsburg, Pa. 

W. S. BELL will speak in Oakiand June 2, and in San Fran
cisco June 9, if arrangements can be made. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE leads in divorces; having had one to every 
ten marriages in the last five years. 

THE ex-Rev. Mr. Ravlin, of San Jose, is doing some excellent 
preaching. 

http:KREIf.EL
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A SpiritualiSt and a Liberal. 

.To tlu Editors of Freethought .. 
· Please send me your paper, as I like it very much. Being what is 

called a Spiritualist, I cannot but be Lib;!ral. Your paper is bound to do 
a world of good to reform the old superstitions, and I say, Success to 
your noble undertaking. F. W. TOEDT. 
, Hamburg, Iowa. 

Truth Clearly Revealed. 

This world is one continued fathomless harmony in one common 
fundamental uniformity of inexhaustible laws, from time to time, to this 
position 'in which we live, to pass into the future states to be known 
state leaving what is far beyond human ability to solve.-Azusa N;!ws. 

10 the Editors ofFreethough!: 
Presuming that you are still groping in doubt and darkn'ess regarding 

the immortality of your soul, I.commend the reading of the above 
clipping; and would ask, after its perusal, if you can longer doubt or 
deny this" sacred" truth so clearly revealed. C. SEVERANCE. 

Congratulations from the East. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
It rejoices meto read of your grand success in the far West. I see 

the West is much more Liberal than the East. You made a good move 
whln you located m San Francisco. I am satisfied that if the liberty of 
our government is sustained it will be through the Liberal element and 
the Liberal press of the country. 

· \V<! have had no lectures here this winter, the money pressure has been 
so heavy. Yours for success, \VM. LINDSEY. 

Ottumwa, Iowa. 

A Recruit for the Pield. 
To the Edi/ors of Freethought: 

If I live it is quite possible I shall enter the lecture field next fall and 
work on the Pacific coast during the winter, possibly on Spiritualism, but 
certainly on subjects which involve absolute Atheism as to the god or gods 
of anybody. I am noW' sixty-four-never made a speech on anything 
till after fifty, but hope I may be able to do something before I die to 
ma.ke men and women happier and b:!lter here, no matter what they may 
believe as to the there. If I go into the field my efforts will be extem. 
poraneous. I can shoot straighter and harder that way, off-hand, than to 
take a rest, as it were. J05. WOLFF. 

Boulder, Col. 

Wishing Every Success. 

To the Editors of Fret/hought: 
I have received from yoUl offic.e one sample copy of FREETHOUGHT 

and several sent me by Liberal friends. I hope it will meet with success. 
I think you and George the right men for establishing a Liberal journal 
on this Coast. You know George and his badge-pin were always 
favorites with me. I like his style, and hope when his ship comes in he 
may make a tour of the world-including the holy land-and, like D. 
1\1. Bennett, cause the bont's of the saints to rattle in their graves. 

· I inclose $2. Put me on subscription list. Wishing FREETHOUGHT 
every success, I am yours for truth, A. O. BRUCE. 

Wawona, Cal.. 

Colonel Kelso and his Books. 
r" th~ Editors of Freethough!: 

Reader, some one once said: "Beware when God sends a thinker on 
to this planet." God, good, or evolution has sent Col. John R. Kelso, 
one of the deepest, highest, broadest thinkers, to teach the false teachers 
and mislea4ers of a blind and ignorant world to b~ware of the coming 
light of a true cosmogony (which will dissipate godism, popery, and 
pri.:stcraft, as the approaching morning sun drives ghosts home to church
yards). His brain is a fountain of facts and truths, which he has superior 
power to connect and weave into a chain and web oflogic and philosophy; 
and to analyze and discriminate between the false and the true. 

He is, to my mind, an approxim ation to a master world builder. His 
" Universe Analyzed" is "a feast of fat things" to the scientific human
itarian. In the light and truth of the grand cosmogony he unfolds and 
'pictures, how puerile, impotent, absurd, and inhuman is the Go~ and 
creation assumption; and how insignificant this pigmy earth, with all its 

man·made systems and selfish schemes; a mere speck o~ the map of the 
universe. I would that space permitted me to review it in detail • 

His book, ct Spiritualism Sustained," does sustain Spiritualism from 
orthodox testimony, if not from scientific; and is a complete demolisher 
of orthodox absurdities, with a master's logic and nature's advocate. 

His" Bible Analyzed" is an extensive, learned, masterly display of 
facts, figures, critical acumen, and logical expose and show-up of the as· 
sumptions, absurdities, sophistry, falsehood, and inhumanity of popes, 
priests, kings, despots, and authors to make the Bible an infallible author
ity, guide, and savior to a blind, ignorant, credulous world. Reader, 
however wise you may b!, buy and read Kdso's books, and you will be 
still wiser and richer. . J. H. Cool.{. 

S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

San Francisco, May 12, 19, Grub Gulch, May 29, 30, 31, 

Boulder Creek, May 20, 21, 22, Fresno Flats, June 1,2,3, 

Santa Cruz, May 23, 24, 25, Hornitos, June 4, 

San Francisco, May 26, New Sanel, June 6, 7, 

Raymond, May 28, Ukiah, June 8,9,10, 


Covelo, June 13, 14, 15, 16., 

Appointments for OreJon and Washington, extending from 
June 22 to Nov. I, will be announced next.week. 

OREGON STA.TE CONVENTION. 

To the Liberals of Oregon: 
The members of the Silverton Secular Union, of Silverton, 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all the Liberals of Oregon to 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June zz and 
z3, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a state association on 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalis.m, to co-operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 
is to represent no intellectual creed, but simply equal rights 
and impartial liberty. It is to be organized in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General G.rant-" Keep the church and 
state forever separate." 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

J. W. MCCLURE, President of Silverton Secular Union. 
R. D. ALLEN, Secretary, 

MRS. CARRIE FITlG'ERELL, } 

H. D. MOUNT, Executive Committee. 
E. WOLFARD, . 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 


"Yone Santo," see advertisement. 


"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 


"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 


"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 


"The System of Nature," by Baron D'H.olbac.h: $2. 


"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 


"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethouo-ht novel 

by Olive Schreiner: Price, 25 cents. 0, 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. • 

Taylor:s ." Die!?esis," by the Rev. ~obert Tayl~r. A discovery 
of the Ongm, EVIdences, and early hIstory of Chnstianity. $2. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery" by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. ' 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks cure dys. 
p~psia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try th~m. A. G. 
\~ood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that 'I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I hav~ ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and t as I firmly believet will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers -especially 
the Zimmermant which I have us:!u and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibilion 
at. J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its conslruction t 
mode of operation, etc. t to callers. He is also 
authoriz~d to sell the same Or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON t Sr. 

RATIONAL C~MMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating as'sociate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country t 
pointing out thdr imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The r.:medy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, anll he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
b~ when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Papert 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Addresst PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is 1t1 A pamphlet containing 
eight chapLers in refutation of the assumptioll 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought t 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 mants creation and curset theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 

cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scriplure claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri!>t has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH A~D STATE. 

THE BIBLE I~{ THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-J'HE ,NEW 


AM,ERICAN PARTY, 


. A CRITICISM BY 'c JEFFERSON." 
Price, 10 cents. Address· 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Ments 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. 'VESTBROOKt D.D.tLL.D. 


Ptice $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


Kickers and Cranks. 

Der kicker vas von lively man, 

\Vho make a fuss vene'er he can, 

Vnd raise der vind m!t vordy fight 

Ven eferydings vas not youst right. 


How beoble like to kick at him! 

But who vould keep der vorld in trim, 

If he discovered not a flaw t 

Vnd kic,ked on efryding he saw? 


Vnd derets dot krank, who's alvays round 

Vnd'helps to make der vorld turn round; 

His field of usefulness vas great, 

Dough oft he lifs in low estate. 


Ven e'er der kicker has his say, 

Der krank invents some petter way; 

Der kicker kicks ven dings ain't right, 

Der krank prings petter dings to Jight. 


Vnd so der two goes hand in hand, 

Und raise a rumpus in der land; 

Yet t if der vorld giC dem no thankst 

I'll boom der kickers und der kranks. 


-Boston Globe. 

Christian Science. 

An Auburn (Idaho T.) parson, skeptical 
as to the mind cure, contributes the follow
ing anecdote, which he declares to be the 
actual experience of one of his personal 
friends. 

This man had been troubled with dys
pepsia for a long time and had tried various 
remedies unavailingly. 

"\Vhy don't you try the mind-cure t" 
asked his wife, who was a believer. 

"Pooh !" 
,. At any rate it will do you no harm." 
"You might try it just to please me, if 

for no other reason, I should think." 
At length the man, Joans I will call himt 

.vielded to his better-haWs importunities, 
as a good husband should have done, and 
,\'cnt to Boston to see a mind-curer. 

He was received in a barely-furnished 
room by a large woman and told her what 
his errand was. 

"Please take off your coat," said she. 
He obeyed. 
" And your vest.tJ 
Off went the vest. 
She pointed to a broad wooden bench 

without any back. 
"Now," said she, "I want you to sit 

down on that bench with your back against 
mine, for five minutes. Brace firmly 
against me and keep your mind perfectly 
passive. Think of absolutely nothing." 

The man sat down, -she sat down, and 
the treatment went on. 

J oans found that to keep his mind vacant 
and inactive was more easily said than 
done. Thoughts would come popping in. 
He rapidly grew uneasy. The five min
utes semed to be half an hour in passing. 

"That will do, Jt said the woman, finally, 
"How do you feel now, sir?tJ 

" Feel? I feel like a confounded fool,tJ 
said Joans. 

"D. V." Out of Date. 

There is quite a change, says a writer in 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, in the re
ligiosity of the people since the time when 
every man who expressed a determination 
to do a specified action added reverently, 
D. V.-Deo volunte, or God . willing. At 

the opening of navigation on the Hudson 
recently a gentleman telegraphed to a 
friend in Albany .that he ,vould "be there 
on Thursday next, D. V." . The merchant 
did not understand the letters; had never 
seen them before in such a position, and 
could make nothing of it. He consulted 
all his neighbors in vain. At last one of 
them had a bright thought, and he cried 
out, ., I've got it. D. stands for Drew and 
V. for Vibbard. He means he'll get here 
on Thursday . by the steamer Drew or by 
the Chauncey Vibbard." The merchant 
went horne ashamed of his dullness. . 

Evil to Him Who Evil Thinks. . 

George (fixing parlor stove)-Why, the 
dam-

"George," exclaimed his mothert re
provingly. 

George-Pshaw the dam-
I( Why George/' screamed his sisters, 

" how· can you--" 
George-Why, hang it all, I was only 

going to say that the d- 
Lizzie-How can-
George (continuing desperately)-That 

the darn per is turned off and there is ' no 
draught. What's the matter with you all? 
-Epoch. 

"THUl\IP- RATTLTETY-BANG" went the piano. 
" What are you trying to play, Jane (" called 
out her father from the next room. " It's 
an exercise from my new instruction book. 
First steps in music," she answered. "'Veil, 
I thought you were playing with your feet," 
he said, grimly; "dontt step so hea"y on 
the keys, it disturbs my thought."-Mun:.. 
sey's Weekly. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO;, : 
Manuf",cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Matzila, Book, Nnus, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

t~ . ~~~ 
~tHOOOH~ ' 

ii karat 'Gold Searl' Pin ..............................$ i ()()
10 karat Gold. lima 1 size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 
H karat Gold. sma\\size Badge Plu .................. 215 
It kara.~ Gold, 81118011 size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larj[e Badge l'in... ......... .......... 3 00 
H karat Gold. Lar,e Badge Pin ............ ;......... i 00 
10 karat Gold. Bmall Charm (for watch chain)...... 3 00 
Ii karat. Gold, Smail Charm (for watch chalnl.... ..• 4 60 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch cha.in ...•••. 5 00 
J4 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ....... 6 00 
14: karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond· 14 00 

.This is a full-bodied diamond, Ill't 80 that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never 108e it.'! brilliancy, 
aen~~D;rt~~~!ya~~}':~~l'E~~~~8:.nd guaranteed 801 repre

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

http:aen~~D;rt~~~!ya~~}':~~l'E~~~~8:.nd
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to spea~ his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICANSTEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $I1, $12.50, $15.50, and $J9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 .and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. ' Beware of others! . 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvemeqts; a perfect watch. .In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $z5; 6.ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 els(!whcre). In open.face,·dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., llUntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best·filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. . 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. S.!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

' RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNlJRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers' Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3°
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8.day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) h; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.7 5 6 Guitar Strings .70 

cc Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses,$5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. , 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

flAYSDR.EADON, 
. , of Edinllnrgh, Bcot

I 

A pproved 
~ 

lCIa) 
wa.r 

hours." 

FREE 

a II:railcate of thretl UnJv~r:;lUC"" lI u(l retired after 50 year,.' prncL,ce. he 
: "" .l' h e ·"'u.· ... , . I,rh'c l cc-". 'n , ,, Ine , t,nd " nh' ulnt t-d t o rt" 

REMARKABLE BOOK " 

t" ",,:·h· l y . I t .. nc , v , .t~ ,,· UIIII.t, ~~nd ~ery l ll. a.ructlve." 
most lJUpu,ar nnd compreht:nsive book treuting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y::bl: ~l~e~~t::Q:~ ~nI:lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~ I 

nstructlve, practical pret!Cntation'ot~'lIooical COllllllon SenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable to invalid!!, \howing new meani by whICh tl:cy may be cure D 

by editors., physl<'ians, clergymen, crit·cs, aud l1terat I 
T hcrough treatml'nt of subjecl.8 ('Spccillfly jmpor~ut to young me III 

veryone who .. wants l O }o.now. yuu know." will find it interestlll 0 
4 Parts, 35 Chaptere, 936 Pages, 200 illust rations, and 

Just introduced, consists ofa~rl. 
. • , ot beautiful ~·ulo.·t'(1 QDatCi.... 

~bn ...t •• in five ('olu~ guarantcOO ~uperior to any efore otf~red in a v.->~ 
pbYliiologiCIII book. and rendering it Rl1-'UUl the mO'!t atnnctive Il;Dd.qmck-

A NEW FEATURE 

"'~~~~r AGE N TS K~t3::~~::.c:?y;,f~~I~l~:';~~tntdl;{n~ltn ::0 
Many ~enta take 50 or 100 at once. nt special rates. BcnMor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table ofP!ain Home Talk. r~\wbite ane! 
~lut" clrcuiarl!., and a sample of Dr. Foote'. ilet:WA MOlltlll". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l S!l~e prin~ ~nd ilIustrati~ne,.tbo 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 dlfference 18 III paper IUld bmding. 

JIIJIUUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\ew J~rk. 

Temperance afJd Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, l\!.D., A Magazme of 24 pp.~ devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freetbought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. . Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

AS She is Spoke in Boston. 

Miss Bostonese-When I " was in · my 
diminutive years I accompanied my re
spected sire on a westward tour, and while 
sojourning at a caravansary we viewed the 
famous Freckled Finale, the aboriginal 
chieftain. . 

Miss Gotham~-Freckled Finale! Oh, 
you mean the Indian Spotted Tail. 

Miss Bostonese-Yes; but he is never 
mentioned by that name in Boston, you 
know. 

THE Boston Post says in praise of \Vana
· maker that he "began life without a dollar 
•in his pocket." It might truthfully have 
· gone further and staJed that he began life 
without a pocket.-Utica Observer. 

MR; N. PXCK--" I never spoke cross to 
my wife but once." Thompson-" Quite 
remarkable that." 

· Mr. N. Peck-" Not so very. See this 
scar ?"-Terre Haute Express. 

WHILE Christians are to be as harmless. 
as doves, they are also . to be as wise as 

· serpents. . And they are too. In many 
· churches the collection is taken up before 
the sermon begins.-Boston Courier. ~ . 

LY QUA
Bnd 
his 

middle
seminal 

re

.• Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the m('st successful (in 

:~~~~lt~r~e~iS ~'hectiDo~~: 
treats all thol'e peculiar dis
eaRes of young and 
aged men sllch as 
weakness. impotency, &c., 
s'llting from indescretioll and 
i {IlOranCe of youth. Those who 
a e ailingshotlld send ten (10 
c~nts for his bcok, 
C .mnsellor," setting forth 
e (ternal Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The ·book is wortb 
times its cost, and should be 
re ld by the young for instruc' 
tiunand the afflicted fonelief. 

All Communications Strictly Oonfidential. 
·~Plain Envelopel!l used. The book spoken of sent sealed. 
Address, DR. l{. P. FELLO,(S, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY 
l:!ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[Frott. the WMhln~on NlIotional View.] 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreIJable 
cractltionera bave. beeR assailed and exposed by the press, 

h~~I~~r:;~~~~:: :n':Ft~:li:~c~!i~~sli~~~:!:~isu~~r;hi:
publicly BS well as in private, are J!atteriog evidences of 
the high appreciation IUld confidence his long and conscien
tious devotion to hill specialties in his profession have so 
justly merited for 111m, and it is safe to tnlSt him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. ]2,1888. 

DR. R. P: FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a charm. I am completely surprised the way 

~~dt:h~~o~e~~~(~~::f ~~!;k=~ i:i~.!;~~eo~r'~ 
right. Yours resllectfully, J . R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the bundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite\1 States. 
from young. middl" ·aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the grea.tes\ of all known 
remedies for this class of di·,eases. As I am an out·and·out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of t~e ~nd will give rue 
their patronage, and no~ waste theIr tlmll and money OD 
Christian doctors. DR. FJ<:LLOWIS. 
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WM. W.NOBLE, 

l\1erchant Tailor. 

(222 BTOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 

DRES8 SUITS A. SPECIALTY~ 

..Kearny and Montgomery st. Cars pass by, 

TELEPHONE No. 655 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

Al'TORNEY A'f I.JA."T, 
Commercial Business and Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, ~O & 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PACIFIC Cl\Rl{IAGE C{). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 


OLIVER IrINCKI.t<',Y SUPERINTENDENT 


Centra! Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter !'Its. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 

Regeneration. . 

HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
anq contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses of the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. " ' 

It is the only so.called " Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religious and economic theories~ 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub· 
scription one dollar. 

. Sample copies fret. All su,scrioers wiii 
redive a copy of Mr. Pmtecos/'s book, "If/hat 
J Believe." Address ' 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
NO.4 \Varren street, New York. 

THE LATEST 


BUSINESS SUITS POR ..................... '.. '........................•. '. ".$25.00 

DRESS SUITS :E'OR ................................. ; ...................... 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR....... ~ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 6.00 


Samples 'forwarded on Application, 
C~.A..S. F. :BU:E=l.O-DI.[.AN". 


TAILOR, 

-101' FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK. 
ClIAS. W. CLARK REMSBURG's W'ORKS. 

DIAMOND VALLE Y IFalse Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 

NURSERIES. .. 
CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURS'ERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Culture a 
Specialty. 

Have at Tht-ir NUrSHi€8 all Kinds of Fruit 

and Omamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled und Deliverfd on Short Notice. 

Special Attentio~ Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 


and Vmeyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, Sdn J t1cinto, Cal 

"MADAll," reproachfully remarked the 
tramp to whom the rou~g housewife had 
given a couple of cold biscuits of her own 
make. "I have asked ye for bread and 
ye have given me a stone." And the next 
instant she gave him a brick.-Terre Haute 
Express. 

"CONDUCTOR," said the nervous pas
senger, "who is that desperate-Jooking 
devil at the other end of the car ( I never 
saw a man carry such an outfit or guns and 
knives before." "Don't be uneasy," re
plied the conductor, reassuringly, "he is a 
minister of the gospel on his way to Okla
homa, where he ,vill hold open-air ser
vices."-Lincoln Journal. 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it i. 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .,latistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Refurm; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republ1c. Paine, Wal'hington, 
,Jefferson, and hanklin. .Price IS cents. 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.t:>rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; IntoJelance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. 0 This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is dil'cussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars. and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. ( Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald, 
504 Kearny st. San Franois 

ORDER THEM: OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or Th,e Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents,. cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims; 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cenls. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

http:BU:E=l.O-DI.[.AN
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YONE SANTO, 

-A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


The Book that the A.merican Missionary Society tried to . Suppress, but Didn't." 

A. 	 Splendid Story,· and an Unsparing Exposure -of the Mi_ssionary Business In Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD,. 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FREE1]IOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
of"! he author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob. 
ut G. InguJoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and -dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livni! spirit of to-day."-yohn Swinton's 
r.1NIr 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vi~orous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet. It 
-BlIlgarit4z. 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
no\'el and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The (fllivlru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical w.riter Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we dt"light to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive. "-Dr. Foole's Health 
,Monthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. PI icc, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar stylc, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.~ It is well worth reading."-Bosto" 
Imustiyator. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
.A Iliscussion between GJadsto.le, Huxley, Mullet, T-intOIl. 
Reville Oil the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
Price. 50 ceuts. 

DO A GOOD TURN WHEN YOU CAN. 

No. 98 COSMIAN HYMN BOOK. 


Tune, "Do they MISS me at Home." 


I. 	How little we think as we travel 
Through life's ups and downs day by day, 

What good each might do for his neighbor, 
Did all of us go the right way! 

How many a poor fellow whose talents 
To elevate science would tend, 

Is iost to the world's gaze 	for ever, 
And all for the want of a friend ! 
And all for the want of a friend! 

REFRAIN: 

Then stretch forth your hand like a brother, 
For remember that life's but a span, 

'Tis our duty to help one another, 
And do a good turn when we can. 

2. 	Some boast of their wealth and connec
tions, 

And look with contempt upon those 
Of a lower degree-quite forgetting 

The means by which they, perhaps, rose. 
So be kind to the poor and the lowly; 

Ne'er utter a word that's untrue: 
Prize the maxim which says "Act to others 

As you would they should act unto you \" 
As you would they should act unto you! 

REFRAIN. 

A LADY teacher not a thousand miles off 
was instructing a young class in the mean
ing of different words, principally by illus
tration. At length "husband" was reached. 
To make it clearer for them she says: 
"Suppose that I should get married, what 
would it be that I would have?" For a 
few moments their little heads were busy 
trying to comprehend what it would be, 
when one bright little fellow with his 
countenance beaming with satisfiaction at 
having solved the problem, shouted out: 
"A baby, ma'am."-Fort Collins Courier. 

THE editor of the Martinez Gazette ap
pears nervous regarding his future state. 
In Wednesday's issue of his paper he says, 
referring to the warm weather: "This is 
the beginning, but-where will be the end?" 
-Concord Sun. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice ...........••............. $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi. 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 ~ngrav. 
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50: 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION; 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-
The North American Review 


-by
ltEV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utnam .& Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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REFERRIKG to the large salaries of ch~rgymen the London Free
thinker makes the apt point that" J esus di~d on the cross, and 
the preachers live on it." 

SIGNOR GIOVANI A1tIICI, secretary to the central committee for 
the monument to Giordano Bruno, announces that the inaugura
tion of the monument in the Campo di Fiori, Rome, is finally 
fixed for Su'uday, June 9. 

SPAIN is another Mexico. A Freethinker in Moron has been 
sent to prison for a week and fined heavily for not takin~ off his 
hat as the priest passed through the street bearing the holy ghost 
in a piece of wafer. Time was when such a thing might have 
happened in California. 

THE two sisters of Pigott, the forger of the Parnell letters, are 
nuns in Ireland. They have just heard, to their great relief, that 
their brother confessed his forgeries and received absolution the 
Sunday before his flight.' This gives Mr. Pigott entrance into 
the New Jerusalem, and affords cause of rejoicing to all the an
gelic hosts. 

IN the May number of the Forum, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps 
states the truism that H it is an undecorated fact that if Jesus 
Christ were to enter almost any of our influential churches to
day he would be shown into the back gallery, and he could not 
obtain.admission into our parlors without a letter of introduction 
to our 'sets.' ,. 

THE Chronicle calls upon the law to suppress the Rev. Mr. 
Schweinfurth, the man who is regarded and worshiped as the 
latest messiah by a lot of women in Illinois. When Schwein
furth's predecessor was on earth the multitude cried, "Crucify 
him." It is a sign of progress toward religious liberty that the 
claim to messiahship is no longer regarded as a capital offense. 

THE Los Angeles Porcupine gives authority for the statement 
that George Washington is among the canonized saints of the 
archiepiscopal see of Guatemala, Central America. Notwith
standing Washington was a Deist and a Freemason, and there
fore under the anathema of the church, it is evidently only a 
question of time when the Catholics will claim him as one of 
them, as in the case of St. Patrick. 

A LONDON correspondent says: "The unanimous decision of 
the Court of Appeal in Lady Sandhurst's case has finally settled 
the legal question against the right of women to sit in county 
councils. The judges decide that the act expressly enfranchising 
women as electors has the effect, in the absence of any further 
statement, of disqualifying them as candidates. This is another 
instance of the legal dictum to the effect that the words in an 
act of Parliament implying man include women when disability 
or punishment is concerned, but exclude women when privileges 
are conferred. 'He' means' she' when the question is one of 
going to jail, but' he' means only 'he' when it is a question of 
going to the ballot-box." 

MR. S. P. PUTNAM 

Will lecture in San Francisco, Sunday, May 26, 

--AT-

UNION SQUARE HALL 
42 I Post Street, 


Subject: "The Church and the Centenary." 

ADMISSION FREE. LECTURE AT 8 P. M. 


RELIGIOUS PAUPERS. 

New York city this year appropriates the sum of $r,r42,232.6r 
for charitable purposes. Of this amount $510,°92.38 is devoted 
to so-called non-sectarian institutions, while $632,13°.23 goes to 
the different sects for the support of their various institutions. 
The Jews get $60,000; the Protestants,$3r,8r4.63; the Catholics, 
$5 40,3 25. 60. It appears from these figures that more than one
half of the entire sum devoted to charitable and benevolent pur
poses in N ew York is paid over to religious bodies and by them 
used for teaching their peculiar religious tenets, and that nearly 
one-half of the entfre sum goes to Roman Catholics. If these 
sums are apportioned to the sects according to the ratio of pau
perism among them, then there are nine Roman Catholic 
paupers in the city to one Jew, and about eighteen' to one 
Protestant. Or if the Roman Catholics get one-half of the entire 
sum, then it is to be inferred that Roman Catholics afford one
half the paupers. 

The New York Catholic Protectory, in other words a prison 
for depraved boys of Catholic parents, alone draws $254,000 
from the city fund. As it gets $2 per week for each inmate, this 
would provide for about 2,500 boys. The rival of the Protectory 
is the non-sectarian Juvenile Asylum, which takes care of youth
ful criminals who are not of Catholic parentage.· This latter 
institution gets $r r 2,500, less than one-half what the Protectory 
receives. If it cares for juvenile delinquents at the same rate as 
the Protectory, it can have but one-half as many, or one-third of 
the whole, so that the Catholic church would appear to furnish 
two-thirds of the entire quota of youthful criminals. 

In reading the list of Roman Catholic charitable institutions 

http:Protestants,$3r,8r4.63
http:632,13�.23
http:510,�92.38
http:r,r42,232.6r
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a striking peculiarity is noted whic~ we have never seen men
tioned, namely, that the Catholic church provides no asylum for 
the insane, for idiots, or for incurables. Among the public 
charities of New' York is the New York Asylum for Idiots, a 
.State Lunatic Asylum, and an Asylum for Insane Criminals. 
The Catholic church has none of these institutions. She c~res 
for the helpless merely as an investment. Her wards are a sou~ce 
of profit to her, not alone because she is paid a round sum by 
the state for caring for them, but because they remain Catl1elics 
and add to the strength of the church. She cannot use the in
sane, the idiotic, and the helplessly incurable, and she will have 
nothing to do with them. . 

The sectarian institutions of New York are samples of what 
ma.y be found all over the country. They are in the hands of 
Christians, and by Christians used for purposes of propagandism. 
Even benevolent institutions founded by Infidels are in Christian 
hands and used for the same purpose. And because of this fact 
the charities of the country are placed to the credit of religious 
people, while Infidels are taxed to support them. There ought 
to be a reform in this matter. Not a dollar of public funds 
should be paid to any institution in which the Christian religion 
is taught. If sects desire to establish hospitals, colleges, or asy
lums, they have the undoubted right to do so, and they are bound 
in justice to support them with their own money. They claim 
to be charitable. Withdraw state support from their institutions 
and see how: long before those institutions will pass into the 
hands of the state, where they belong. When the church stands 
on her digriity and refuses aid from the state she will be entitled 
to the credit she now claims. Until then she will remain a pau
per as much as the unfortunates whom. she uses ~s a lever. to 
raise funds with. 

ABOUT GALILEO. 

The Catholic Monitor has just found space to reprint a sermon 
delivered some months ago by Bishop Kain, of Virginia, in which 
the altem pt is made to show that the church never opposed science 
or learning, and that, particularly in the case of Galileo, the Tus
can philosopher, she encouraged astronomy rather than other
wise. There is, of course, much room for dispute as to what 
really happened to Galileo while in the hands of the Inquisition. 
It is universally admitted, however, that he recanted his astro
nomical theories under pressure, and that he was imprisoned 
by order 'of Pope Urban. Bishop Kain makes the following 
statement: 

"The true causes of Rome's interference were Ga1ileo's persistent at 
tempts to act the theologian, and twist the sacred scriptures into an argu
ment favoring his scientific speculations; and his open disrespect for 
ecclesiastical authority. The church was unwilling to permit the univers; 
ally received 'and literal meaning of holy writ to be set aside, and a 
novel and seemingly far-fetched construction placed upon its. words, 
without an absolute necessity; and all lovers of God's sacred word must 
applaud her action. 

It is difficult to discern how Bishop Kain has strengthened his 
case by restating it in this form, since persecution, or" interfer
ence," as the bishop terms it, is equally as infamous when directed 
against freedom in religious discussion as when used to discourage 
scientific investigation. 

The church has been forced into exactly the position which 
Bishop Kain ascribes to Galileo-that the earth is round instead 
of fiat, and that it revolves around the sun; and that theologian 
who can most skillfully "twist the sacred scriptures into an ,argu
ment favoring Galileo's scientific speculations" is regarded mo~t 

favorably by the church. The pope of Rome, to-day, 'if he were 
to utter anything upon the subject, must say exactly what the 
Tuscan philosopher was tortured and imprisoned by the pope 
for saying three hundred years ago. 

CHICAGO'S RELIGIOUS UPHEAVAL., 

The religious waters of Chicago have been stirred to their very 
depths during the past few weeks. Mr. Moody, the evangelist, 
held revival services there the first part of the month, with. the 
Rev. Dr. Driver, of Portland, Or., to assist him in his work .. Dr. 
Driver, it is well known, makes a specialty of answering Infidels, 
and a public invitation was issued to all skeptics to come and 
have their doubts removed while they ",aited. This invitation 
Mr. E. A. Stevens clipped from the newspaper where it appeared, 
and plsted it upon a courteous communication to D. L. Moody, 
notifying him that a delegation from the Secular Union were anx
ious to ask some questions which stood in the way of their accept
ing the scheme of salvation. At the appointed time the delega
tion visited the Tabernacle where Brother Moody held forth, and 
Mr. Jehu Barr handed up the letter. This; was in the morni~g, 


and Mr. Moody, a.fter announcing the contents of the letter, said 

, that as it was sprung on them somewhat suddenly ~e would have 

to defer its consideration until evening. The Rev. Joseph Cook, 

of Boston, was passing through the city, and he had been invited 

to speak that morning. 
. The Rev. Mr. Cook was present and at. once exhibited him
self. For three-quarters of an hour he stamped about the plat
form, abusing Freethinkers,' especially Colonel Ingersoll, and 
denouncing all opponents of Christianity as "cancer-breeders." 
Secretary Stevens reports that he was obliged to hold some of the 
Secular Unionists in their seats to prevent them from arising and 
throwing Cook's lies back into his face. To the honor of Mr. 
Moody be it said that he himself put an end to Cook's harangue. 
He arose and told the reverend from Boston that he wanted no 
more of that kind of talk. _Said he: 

"There are honest Infidels as well as honest Christians. :i would 
give more to convert one of those than a hundred others. These people 
have been invited here and I don't want them abused. It is pot right. 
Were I an Infidel, I would not sit and listen to such abuse." 

The audience, everithe Christian portion of it, applauded these 
words. Cook inqui~ed idiotically, "Was I abusing anybody?" 
whereat the whole house laughed in derision. Moodyand Cook 
faced each other, and a set-to between them appeared imminent, 
but Cook retired. Mr. Moody s,-!bsequently invited the Secular 
delegation to the platform, where its members were introduced to 
the brethren of the church. '. 

In the evening the Secularists were again present, and were 
accorded seats on the platform. The brethren prayed for them, 
exhorted them, and then trotted out their champion Infidel 
smasher, the Rev. Dr. DriYer, to answer the questions. Dr. 
Driver is another Braden, wordy and adroit, but he could not 
answer the questions so they would stay answered. The Secular
ists were not allowed to debate. They kept quiet until a ques
tion was replied to, and then shot out a comment or a text that 
left the query as it stood before, unanswered and unanswerable. 

At the close of Dr. Driver's labors, Mr. Stevens announced 
that Mr. Charles Watts w~s in the city, and that twenty Chicago 
clergymen had declined to meet him in debate. 

As announced last week, Mr. Watts and Dr. Driver were finally 
brought in contact for a four-nights' di~cu~si(:m at the Princess 
Theatre. Reports of the debate have reached us through the 
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medium of the Chicago dailies. It is the old, old story. The 
Freethinker ~rgued, the preacher exhorted. Mr. Watts pressed 
his ?pponent to stick to the text and to debate the proposition. 
Dr. Driver shuffled, evaded, and got angry. The audience 
jeered, and the p.reacher became abusive. Then he was hissed. 
He slandered all the prominent Freethinkers and their families 
out-Bradening Braden. Mr. Watts offered to forfeit $500 if h; 
could not prove that Dr. Driver was a deliberate falsifier, to which 
the clergyman replied by adducing other statements equally un
true. Among other things Driver asserted that Ingersoll had no 
moral ~haracter except such as he inherited fro~ Christian 
parents. and that his children had none at all; that he had met 
the president of the American Secular Union upon the streets of 
Portland, Or.• so drunk that he was unable to stand, and that 
Paine Hall, in Boston, had been sold for taxes. Mr. Watts of 
course answered the reverend's. falsehoods as they should have 
been· answered; but if a clergyman has the hardihood to lie in 
this way when in the presence of an opponent who can correct 
him, it must be left to the imagination to conjecture the extent 
of his misrepresentations when no one is at hand to expose them. 

The more we see of these debates with unscrupulous preach
ers, the less are we impressed with their utility. No Christian 
can defend his creed against the arguments of unbelief, and every 
intelligent Christian is aware of that fact. Clergymen like 
Driver do not debate' for the sake of argument. They enter 
contests of this kind merely for the opportunity of retailing their 
slanders. This is their deliberate intention at the outset, and they 
have the same advantage over a self-respecting· opponent that a 
skunk introduced into a parlor would have over the other occu
pants. It becomes a question whether it pays to assemble the 
company for the sake of introducing the skunk. 

A COMRADE GONE. 

"Frederick W. Hirst, well known among Union Pacific men as ;1~ent 
for that road at Echo for several years, died at his home on the 19th, 
after great suffering, from a cancer which first appeared on his tongue. 
He leaves a wife and two small daughters. Hosts of friends will mourn 
his loss, while their hearts will go out in sympathy for his bereft family, 
to whom he was most devoted. For weeks, while he suffered the sever
est pangs and was unable to speak and tell of his sufferings, he bore all 
with resignation and remained conscious to the last. Peace be to his 
ashes.I)-Salt Lake City Tribune. 

It is with deepest sadness that we read this record of our friend's 
death. We have known him for years, and always known him 
as a true man, a man of few words "ut of honest acts a man 
generous in his disposition, and of cultivated and eame~t mind. 
At North Platte, Omaha, and lastly at Echo, he was always Jhe 
genial companion. always a strenuous thinker, with the courage 
of his convictions, but of gentle and reticent temperament. He 
was a student of nature, a keen observer of her lovely and sub
lime forms, a reader of her secrets written upon the pages of her 
rocky calendar. He has been quite a contributor to the records 
of science. He has not lived in vain. To the world and to his 
friends he has rendered the service of humanity. \Ve shall hold 
in honored remembrance our comrade. Death cannot rob us 
of his virtue, of his truthfulness, of his sincere and noble work. 
That remains in our life and hope to come. To his family, to 
his wife and children, whose home is thus so deeply darkened, 
the grand army of freedom gives its heartfelt sympathy, and 
would place upon his grave the flower .of love's deathless tribute. 

. S. P. P. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGllT for 1888 may be had for $z. So 

A FRIEND INDEED. 

, DENVER, COL., May 18, I88Q. 
MESSRS PUTNAM & l\:iACDONALD: Please find inclosed draft for 

sixty dollars ($60) as a contribution to the FREETHOUGHT fund
$10 from my brother. G. C. Smith, of Slnborn; $50 from myself. 

Hoping you will get all the funds needed to continue your ex
cellent paper, I remain your friend, AUSTIN W. SMITH. 

[No verbal thanks can convey our gratitude for this generous 
gift. From East to West, FREETHOUGHT has been helped by its 
friends, whose good deeds speak eloquently for themselves. We 
can but falter our appreciation, and bend more strenuously to 
the task of mak:ng ourselves worthy of support. Mr. Smith is 
one of four who· have each turned one hundred dollars, and 
more, into the treasury of this paper. The others are N. D. 
Goodell, of Sacramento; L. Geiger, of Hudson, N. Y., and 
Owen T. Davies, of Brighton. A list of friends too long to 
enumerate here, but who are always remembered, have con
tributed out of their devotion to the cause. Surely Liberalism 
opens the heart, and its apostles build for themselves memorials 
nobler th~n granite shafts, and enduring as the hills.-ED.] 

. UNDER the laws of California any building may be held for 
the pay of workmen employed in constructing it. Thus if a 
contractor fails to pay his workmen, the owner of the building is 
responsible. The Superior Court of San Francisco is shortly to 
determine a case growing out of a suit against Archbishop Rior
dan connected with the repairs upon a church. The church was 
repaired by one Joseph Binet at a cost of $10,000, but Binet 
went into insolvency without satisfying the workmen under him. 
The latter now seek to establish their claims directly against the 
church instead of against the insolvent contractor. Riordan 
contests their .claims and refuses to recognize them. The suit is 
of interest because it is to determine whether law can be enforced 
against the .Catholic church. 

ONE of the saddest of recent deaths is that of Allen Thorndike 
Rice, editor of the North American Review, and appointed U. S. 
minister to Russia. Mr. ~ice was still a _young man, not quite 
thirty-six years of age, but he had achieved a brilliant reputation, 
and had a still brighter future before him had he lived. Perhaps 
the reason why Freethinkers most honor him is because he 
opened the columns of his magazine to the free discussion of re
ligion pro and con. His motto was Tros 'lJIrzusque Tllzni nullo 
discrzinine agelur-" the Trojan and the Tyrian shall be treated 
by me without distinction" -and he was true to it. There are 
so few editors of popular periodicals of which this can be said 
that Mr. Rice's example shines with peculiar lustre. 

THE Orthodox Russian church on Powell street was gutted by 
fire last Monday night. This is the church presided over by 
Vladimir, bishop of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, whose article 
on Roman Catholicism in this paper last year was a most valuable 
contribution to Freethought literature. It is claimed that the fire 
was of incendiary origin, as the congregation is divided into two 
factions, each one accusing the other. It is fortunate for the 
members that their church stood in San Francisco instead of St. 
Petersburg. When such a thing happens in the Russian capital 
it comes to America as a Nihilist plot to kill the czar, and a dele
gation of "suspected" persons is sent to Siberia. 

FREETHOUGHT has received $5 from Mr. W. H. Pepper, of 
Petaluma, for the California State Liberal Union. 
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MR. M. A. GAULT, of the National Reform Association, in a 
recent speech, pointed out four ways by which this may be made 
a Christian nation. These four ways are as follows: First, agita
tation; second, petition; third, by" the ballot; fourth, by the 
sword. In justifying the use of the last-named method he goes 
on: "Don't think we are advocating war; but if we are not 
faithful in the use of these other means, as it was with the anti
slavery question, after they had agitated and petitioned and used 
the ballot, they drew the sword; so shall we, as a last resort, be 
compelled to use the sword and the bullet." A little.such,in
flammatory talk as this led to the hanging of four Anarchists in 
Chicago a year or two ago. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD will give a course of four lectures at Spo
kane Falls, W. T., May 23, 24, 25, 26. He will revisit Oregon 
and California. In reply to requests to meet Rev. I~ D. Driver 
in debate, Mr. Underwood authorizes us to say he will discuss 
with him or any other representative minister on the Pacific 
~oast, where arrangements can be made. 

So far as the old parties are concerned, there appears to be no 
politics in the Sunday movement. A man who has circulated 
petitions in three states against the Blair bill reports that .Demo
crats and Republicans sign them in about equal numbers. The 
Prohibitionists, however, almost to a man, refuse to sign the 
protest. 

THE thousand dollars asked of American Freethinkers for the 
Bruno statue at Rome has been raised, with $52.5° to spare. 
None of the American committee can so arrange as to be present 
at the inauguration of the statue, but the country will probably 
be represented by Judge StaUo, U. S. minister to ItalY. 

WE fail to see why the Secularists of Chicago, as reported by 
the Herald, should have offered a vote of thanks to Dr. Driver 
at the close of his discussion with Charles Watts. It suggests 
that if Driver had slandered a few more prominent Freethinkers, 
they would have given him an ovation. 

WE call attention to Judge North's excellent article in this paper 
on " Ingersoll and His Critic," and tnfst that no one will over
look it on account of its length. All who read it will wish it were 
longer. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton ........ Or., June 22, 23, Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, 
Stayton ......... " " .... 24, Union ..... Or. . " .... 29, 30, 
Mills City .••.•• " ". 25, 26, Baker City, " Sept ......... I, 
Turner .... " .. " " .... 27, Prairie City, Or, a!ld vicinity, Sept. 
Eola ......... 0 . " " .... 28, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
Canby. 0" ..... " " .. 29, 30 Fox Valley ....•• Or., Sept. 9, 10, 
Molalla .•• 0•... " July .... 3,4, Long Creek. . . . .." " II, 12, 
Kalama ...... W. T.," ... 6, 7, Hamilton .. 0..... " " 14, IS, 
Starks Point, W. T., and vicinity, Monument ...... " " 16,17, 

July 9,'10, II, 12, 13, HayStack ....... "" 18, 
Astoria .........Or., July ... 14, Lone Rock ...... " " 19,20, 
Stella ..........W. T.," 15,16,17, Fossil. 0 ......... " " 21,22, 
Oswego .... '" .Or., " 18, 19, Hi1lsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Arnold's Grove .. " " 20,21, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept..... 29, 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 
Coburg .•. 0 0 " Aug ........ 7,8, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Lebanon .... " " .........• 9, 6, 7, 
Olympia ...WoT.," ...... 11,12, Linkville .....Or., Oc~. 11,12,13, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13, 14, Sacramento .•... 0... Ca1., Oct. 20, 
Davenport, " " ..... 017, 18, San Francisco .••. 00." "27, 
Rosalia, W. T., and vicinity, Aug. Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

19, 20, 21, 22, of November, 
Dayton .... W. T., Aug .... 24, 25, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

December. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

What the seismic experts pronounce the most violent shock of 
earthquake felt in these parts since 1868, occurred last Sunday 
morning at three o'clock. It lasted more than two minutes, but 
did no material damage.--The discovery of natural gas is re
ported from Petaluma.--The weather was very hot in some 
portions of the state last Sunday. At Los Angeles the thermom
eter reached 94 in the shade.--A young Calif ornia soprano, 
named Sibyl Sanderson, is surprising Paris with her marvelous 
voice.-.-The salvation army of Oakland is split by a quarrel 
over finances. The seceders charge embezzlement, and rival 
clans conduct competitive services on opposite street corners. 
--The fine sidewheel steamer Alaskan, belonging to the Oregon 
Railway and Navigation Company, was wrecked off the coast of 
Oregon May 16. About twenty lives were lost. The ship was 
valued at $33°,000. 
. After a mob at Forest City, Ark., had killed a negro last Satur
day, they discovered that he was innocent.--Cincinnati, 0., is 
in the throes of a Sunday closing crusade. Five s3.loon-keepers 
were arrested on the 19th for test cases.--A new steamer of 
the Hamburg packet line has just made the voyage from Ham
burg to New York in eight days, making an average speed of 
more than 380 miles per day~--The Rev. John F. Hooper, 0" 

New York, whose wife got a divorce in California last year, has 
added to his reputation by eloping with a young woman.-. -The 
Rev. Peter Van Etten was arrested at Toledo, 0., last Saturday, 
for swindling a widow out of $4,000.--1n the thunderstorm 
which passed through Pennsylvania and Ohio May 19, a Meth
odist church at Eouseville, Pa., was struck by lightning and 
burned to the ground.--The wife and mother of mind-reader 
Bishop, who died last week, charge that he was merely in a fit or 
trance and that the doctors killed him in .making the autopsy. 
--Capt. Jas. Chester, Third Artillery U. S. army, went crazy 
over a belief in devils, and attempted to drown himself in New 
York bay last Saturday morning. He believed himself"possessed," 
and took to the water to rid himself of the demons.--A flour
ishing Mormon church in Clay county, Ala., has been broken up 
by the citizens of the neighborhood, and the elders in charge of 
it have been warned to leave the county without delay. The 
Mormon elders have been proselyting that county for five years, 
and have made many converts .. They established a church about 
a year ago and have been holding regular services since. 'Most 
of the elders have left and the others will follow. They' carry 
most of their converts with them.--A new scheme of trans
portation is to be introduced between New York and Boston, 
whereby it is said that large pa.ckages of mail and even cars con
taining passengers can be whisked from one place to the other, a 
distance of 230 miles, in less than an hour. An experiment with 
the new machine was held in Boston in the presence of many 
scientists, including Prof. A. E. Dolbear of Tuffts COllege, who 
announced that he was thoroughly satisfied with the success of 
the system. The machinelllConsists of a magnetic car hanging 
from a single rail. With one-horse power, it is said that one 
ton can be thus transported 1440 milesa day at a cost of 30 cents. 
--Rev. John E. Russell, D. D., Professor of Biblical TheOlogy 
(New Testament) in the Yale Theological school, has tendered 
his resignation. The resignation is generally attributed to a dif
ference of opinion in reference to the "Andover controversy," 
the professor, it is stated, siding with the Andover professors. 
--The residence of George Bancroft, the aged historian, at 
Washington, is either a prison or a hermitage. The old man 
is not supposed to be any longer able to take care of himself 
even in conversation, and so the members of his household 
stand between him and all callers. He is not permitted to see 
anyone except his physician and a few intimate friends.--A 
fire in St. Sauveur, a suburb of Quebec, on May 16, destroyed 
$600,000 worth of dwellings, and left 5,000 or 6,000 people 
homeless. 

Mrs. Maybrick, a niece of Jefferson Davis, -has been arrested 
at Liverpool, Eng., for poi?oning her husband.--More plots 
to kill the czar of Russia are reported, and hundreds of "conspir
ators" have been placed under arrest.--The abolition of the 
House of Lords was debated in the British Commons May 17. 
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The cham pions of the peers defended them by poin:ing to the 
great success of the American Senate. . _ 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL AND HIS CRITIC. 

The Rev. Mr. Wendte, in "estimating" Colonel Ingersoll's 
audiences, says: "If you carefully scrutinize the character of the 
audiences attending his lectures you will find it made up in great 
part of persons, mostly men, who are already in sympathy with 
his view of the question, or are indifferent to any view of it." 

.Let us see if this intended depreciation is not rather a com
pliment. When it" is said of any church, that the congregation 
are mostly women, it is understood that the preaching does not 
attract thoughtful men. If Ingersoll's audiences are mostly men, 
it is an indication that men like his lectures better than they like 
preaching. In saying that "his audiences are, in great part, 
already in sympathy with his views, or indifferent to any view," 
Mr. Wendte is saying no more than he can say of his own 
audiences, and of every audience in every church in the land. 
So this criticism does not hurt either Ingersoll or his audiences. 
But did it ever occur to Mr. Wendte that Ingersoll's audiences 
are very large? That when he speaks thousands flock to hear 
him, and that when he writes millions read his productions-? If 
all these audiences are mostly men who are already in 'sympathy 
with his views, certainly Agnostics are very numerous. 

He dwells at some length on Ingersoll's "leading his au
diences to think lightly of sacred things." 

This is a theme which priests of every age have worn thread
bare. "Sacred' things" and « reverence for sacred things," have 
been the burden of their song from year to year, and from age 
to age. _ Ignorance has been awed by it, youth has been fright
ened by it, manhood has been wearied with it, and old age has 
been shadowed by it. Every generation has heard it from the 
cradle to the grave. And what are these" sacred things?" 

The "sacred office," the" sacred priesthood," the "sacred 
scriptures," the "holy church," the "holy land," the "Holy 
Father," the holy sacraments," the" sacred relicks," the" sacred 
creeds." Each minister is a "Reverend," and of course must 
be 'f revered." Now, who does not" know that in all this per
petual harping, on "sacred things," the priests themselves as a 
class have, in every age, disregarded the "sacred rights of hu
manity," the ., sacred rights of conscience," of" reason," and of 
"liberty?" Things" sacred to humanity" are ignored, while' 
" sacred superstitions" bear rule over oppressed and wronged hu
manity. When priests will revere the sacred rights of conscience, 
reason, thought, and speech, then will they be able to command 
mor.e respect for their sincerity when they dwell on "sacred 
things." 

Again he says: "A want of reverence for what is above us; 
for age and station, superior knowledge, character or service, is 
one of the crying evils of our day." This language could be ad
dressed to the clergy of Christendom with more propriety than_ 
to either Colonel Ingersoll or his audiences. When have the 
ministers spared, much less "revered," age, station, character, 
service, or superior knowledge, when they were identified with 
unpopular truth or human progress? Have they ever revered 
the "superior knowledge" of the scientists, from the time of 
Hypatia to the present day? Did they res~ect character or 
service in the great Humboldt, Herschell, or SIr Charles Lyell ? 
Did they. as a body, have any reverence for-the noble "services" 
of Garrison, Phillips, Gerrit Smith, and their valiant compatriots, 
who for forty years maintained the unequal fight for liberty and 
"human brotherhood? " Did not the clergy of the North even 
take sides with the oppressors so strongly that the churches were 
called" the bulwark of American slavery?" 

Colonel Ingersoll, on the contrary,' has ever been a bold 
champion of liberty and of "human brotherhood." Was it 
Ingersoll or the ministers who lacked in reverence for really 
"sacred things? " 

When ministers, with solemn countenances, undertake to im
press the people with the" sacredness" o.f ~ncient absurdities, 
antique fictions, and monstrous dogmas, It IS not strange that 
both Ingersoll and his audiences laugh at ,the absu~d farce. Nor 
is it strange, when they became the enemIes of SCIence and hu

man progress, and seek to perpetuate superstition, despotism, and 
slavery, that both Ingersoll and his audiences should denounce 
them: 

Again Mr. Wendte says: "This method of intellectual bullying 
is unwise in a reformer, because it makes few or no converts." 

It is a cheap way of disposing of an intellectual giant to call 
him a bully. The weakest of men can do that. The champions in 
all reforms have received such treatment from those who could 
answer them in no other way. General Grant was accused of 
something like bullying when he took Fort Donaldson. After 
he had demanded an "unconditional surrender," General Buck
ner complained of his "ungenerous and unchivalrous" terms; 
but he surrendered all the same. And now, only a few days 
ago, General Buckner was in New York helping to celebrate the 
birthday of General Grant. And in his speech on that occasion 
he said he would not be true to the Southern people if'he did 
not say, " \Ve love the memory of General Grant," He further 
said: "It is fortunate for the country, particularly for the South, 
that we did not succeed in the late contest." He found General 
Grant, though a hard fighter; a generous friend to those he had 
conquered. 

Let those who complain of the "intellectual bullying" of 
Colonel Ingersoll, take courage; for though he may require of 
them an c, unconditioLlal surrender," they will find him a gener
ous friend to the vanquished, and one of these days they will be 
celebrating his birthday, and congratulating themselves that he 
fought them out of their errors. 

Mr. Wendte not only blames Ingersoll for his severe language 
against the ministers, but also holds him responsible for the sins 
of the ministers against him. "Read," he says, "the contro
versial replies to Colonel Ingersoll that have appeared in the news
papers, or been fulminated from the pulpit; and observe the bit
ter, personal, arrogant, and ucharitable tone which distinguishes 
most of them. Yet for this sad display qf bigotry and temper 
Mr. Ingersoll is largely responsible." How convenient it is to 
saddle upon Ingersoll the sins of both parties 1 Of course Mr. 
Ingersoll must be held responsible for Mr. Wendte's hard words 
too. He seems to think that by blaming Ingersoll for their 
"display" of "bigotry and temper," the ministers are largely 
excused for cherishing those qualities. 

He next talks of "the age of fire and sword in religion," 
and of "the old dispensation of fear and hate;" and tells us that 
the "creeds" and" pretensions of the churches" are about the 
same now as then, but that" the spirit of the age has changed;" 
and then says, "This increasing tendency of the age, so beautiful 
and hopeful, Colonel Ingersol would have us arrest and make 
impossible." 

Now is it possible that Mr. Wendte really believes this accusa
tion against the man he has just now called" our fellow re
former," "the general drift of whose efforts is to emancipate 
the human mind from the thraldomand superstition ofthe past?" 
The man with whom he declares himself" in sympathy" in 
denying "the arrogant claims of a hierarchical priesthood?" 
He seems to become a good deal mixed in this effort to estimate 
Ingersoll. At one moment he is in sympathy with him in all 
his aims, and only differs with him about his "manner." He 
then accuses him of wishing to "arrest" the beneficent" spirit of 
the age." 

Through -whose influence has "the spirit of the age" been 
changed, \"hile "the churches and creeds," as he tells us, are 
much the same as in "the age of fire and sword?" The simple 
truth is, the people outside the church have had to "arrest" 
the church in its career of "fire and sword," and to compel it to 
advance a little in civilization. This work has been done in 
every age by those whom the church has called Infidels. Re
formers have always been Infidels in the opinion of the church. 
Ingersoll is doing more of this work in our time than any other 
man. What wonder that he is denounced? ' 

While the ministers and churches were laboring to prop tip 
slavery with the Bible, they denounced Garrison and his as
sociates as Infidels, as they now denounce Ingersoll. But when 
Arch de'lcon Farrar visited this country, and wrote an article for 
the North American Review on "Christian work in America," 
and named five persons whom he thought most conspicuous in 
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that work during the past generation, Garrison and four of his 
friends were the only persons named. The wise and discreet 
It scribes and Pharisees" of that generation were not thought 
worthy of being mentioned. Is it not b:lrely possible that same 
future "dean of Westminster" may come over here, and find in 
Ingersoll a better Christian than any of the reverend critics that 
now assail him? . 

Not content with passing judgment on Ingersoll and his au
diences, Mr. Wendte goes still further out of his way to con
demn the Investigator, Truth Seeker, FREETHour.HT, and many 
of their readers. It is hardly probable that the reverend gentle
man, when he undertook to "estimate" Colonel Ingersoll, in
tended to sit in judgment on so many of his fellow-citizens. But 
the ministerial spirit seems to have gotten the better of him, as 
it has often done with greater men than he. 

In the early days of the Antislavery reform, the great and 
good Dr. Channing, ·in a conversation with Samuel J. May, 
found fault with Garrison and his associates, as Mr. Wendte now 
does with Ingersoll and other reformers. He acknowledged that 
the cause was a good one, but found fault with the "manner" of 
its advocates--particularly with the harshness and denunciatory 
ftmguage of Garrison; and added that "if more discreet men 
would take the lead, more good and influential men would be
come interested in it." Mr. May turned to him with great earn
estness and said: "Dr. Channing, if the wise and discreet men, 
like yourself, who admit the excellence of the cause, but who 
only find fault with its advocates, would only come forward and 
lead it, there would be less reason to complain of want of wis
dom in its leadership. But while you stand aloof and find fault, 
we have 'to do the best we can with the leaders we have." Dr. 
Channing, who was great enough to admit his fault when he saw 
it, paused reflectively and then said, "That is a just rebuke; I 
feel it deeply." From that time till his death Dr. Channing was 
a co-worker with Garrison and his friends. I respectfully com
mend the example of Dr. Channing to the Rev. Mr. Wendte. 

After dealing out his judgments so liberally on the earnest 
workers for truth, he next proceeds to instruct us in the better 
way; and in this he recommends much that he saw and admired 
in Ingersoll at the commencementof his sermon, but which he 
now seems to have forgotten; and finally thinks we should be 
willing, after having spoken the truth, "to wait God's own time 
to bring it to fruition." 

Whenever ministers are disturbed by the advocates of un
popular truth, they generally' want them It to wait God's own 
time." This phrase was so common forty years ago when the 
Abolitionists were disturbing the repose of the churches, that it 
seems quite like old times to meet with it again. But the op
ponents of slaVery thought that "God's time" was "now;" and 
the nation soon learned that they were right about it. That 
phrase that so tried our patience when uttered by sleepy minis- . 
ters in those old days, I had hoped never to hear again; and 
certainly never expected to hear form a liberal Unitarian. 

The next offense charged is that Ingersoll is bitter on the 
churches. Here, as in other accusations, no specifications are 
given. But anyone, who is at all acquainted with the character 
of the churches, can readily imagine what might be said. The 
reformers of all ages have had to speak severely of the churches. 
None have spoken more severely than- Jesus; and with such an 
example the professed followers of Jesus should not be too eager 
to complain of Ingersoll. But there 'are Unitarian ministers of 
our own time who are quite as severe as Ingersoll. Let us hear 
but one of them. The Rev. J. W. Chadwick, minister of the 
Second Unitarian church of Brooklyn, in his sermon on "The 
Rise of Man," says: "The morality of the church ought to shame 
the market, and it falls below it. A man may do that as a 
preacher, and still keep his pulpit, for the doing of which, as a 
stockbroker, he would lose his seat. Before the church can save 
America it must itself be saved. Before it can purify America 
it must itself be purified." A church of such a character should 
not put on airs of injured innocence when Ingersoll tells but a 
part of the truth about it. 

Against Ingersoll's view of the value of education in redeem
ing the world Mr. Wendte says: "An education often makes a 
man all the more powerful for mischief. Those rascally church-

members. whose frands and misdeeds Colonel Ingersoll and his 
school so love to adduce, probably received more aid in their vil
lainy from their public school education than their church con
nection," etc . 
. Is it necess:uy to depreciate the value of our public schools, 

and even to uphold the Catholic view of them, in order to make 
out a case against Ingersoll? Before taking so dangerous it po
sition he should read the reports of our National Bureau of Edu
cation, and learn the great value of even a little" public school 
education" in lessening crime. He may there learn [from nearly 
all the states] that "one-third of all criminals are totally unedu
cated; and four-fifths practIcally uneducated." "That the pro
portion of criminals from the illiterate classes is at least ten times 
as great as the proportion from those having som e education." 
He will learn "that nearly one-third of the crime in New York 
is committed by the illiterate six..:hundredth part of the popula
tion. It is too bad that, at this late day, the clergy should need 
instruction as to the value of our public schools'. This fact i3 
harder on the churches than any accusation of Ingersoll. And 
yet the ministers seem always ready to give themselves a good 
certificate of character. Mr. Wendte says of them, that "no vo
cation contains so large a number of intelligent, faithful, and self-
sacrificing men." 

We have seen what Mr. Chadwick thinks of them; and Henry 
\Vard Beecher said they would equivocate and prevaricateH 

about their doctrines as no tradesman would be guilty of doing in 
regard to his wares." Theodore Parker thought they were "nei

. ther better nor worse than men in the other professions." And 
anyone who will notice the record of ministerial offenses in the 
daily papers can judge for himself how much they surpass other 
men in morals. No one doubts that there are multitudes of 
good men in the church, and in the ministry; and no one with 
his eyes open can deny that, in every age, many-very many-:-of 
them have been corrupt, cruel, and false; and in every age, as a 
body, they have been persecutors, and steadily opposed to reform 
and human progress. With these facts, spread all over the pages 
of history, they should not boast too much of their own righteous
ness. The Yorkshireman, when urged by his minister to " self
examination," replied, "I cannot do it sir. It lifts me up so that 
other people have no chance." . The clergy, in these days, seem 
to experience the same difficulty as the Yorkshireman, but do 
not seem as ready to confess it. 
. The assumption that Colonel Ingersoll does not know It what 
the orthodox pulpit really teaches," when so many of their ser
mons are scattered broadcast in the secular papers, as well as in 
the religious journals, is about equivalent to saying that the best 
posted man in America, on religious topics, does not inform hjm
self. Such an assumption needs no answer. Wh_n a man goes 
into court he is bound by his own statements put on record. 
When ministers and churches are on trial before the public for 
their pernicious teachings, they are bound by what they pUblish 
to the world as a statement of their belief. We need not ask 
Phillips Brooks, John Hall, Heber Newton, or Dr. Duryea; we 
know as well as they do what their churches profess to· believe. 
If they do not believe as they profess to believe they have another 
sin to answer for. . 

But why is a Unitarian minister so eager to have Colonel In
gersoll and his friends think well of orthodoxy? He does not 
believe in it. himself, why should we? Why does he come to the 
defense of Jonathan Edwards? Ingersoll cannot hurt him. He 
was dead and buried long before Ingersoll was born. But when 
we remember to what an insane extreme that man dwelt on the 
"awful vengeance of God," and "the fires of hell that would 
course through every nerve, and vein, and artery of the damned; 
burning both soul and body; fire just like our fire. only that it 
would not consume;" and when we remember the terror he 
inspired by his horrible descriptions, and the agonies he brought 
to the hearts of mothers who were uncertain as to the fate of their 
children, it is difficult to conceive of language too strono- to apply 
to him. And if he gets nothing worse than the hatred 0 of Inger
soll in punishment for his sin, he may deem himself fortunate. 

Mr. \Vendte's labored effort to defend the horrible doctrines of 
John Calvin from the shafts of Ingerwll, to find "a noble side" 
to the "doctrjne of hell," of "election and reprobation," and 
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"infant damnation," seems a strange task for a liberal Unitarian. 
Could he not find better work to do than protecting the very 
worst of old errors that he does not himself believe one word of? 
These doctrines, so dishonoring to God, and degrading to men, 
have brought terror and anguish to human hearts through all 
the ages. If Ingersoll can do anything to dispel this horrible 

,nightmare, and let sunshine into human hearts, in heaven's name 
let him do it. Unitarians can be better employed than in fighting 
Ingersoll while he fights error. " 

He next comes to the defense of the Bible. Now the differ
ence between the Unitarian and the Ingersoll view of the Bible 
hardly amounts to the shadow of a shade; and yet Mr. Wendte 
gravely undertakes, somewhatafter the orthodox fashion, to vindi
cate the Bible' against what he assumes is Ingersoll's view of it. 
At first he agrees with Ingersoll in rejecting entirely the orthodox 
view; and then turns and praises it after the orthodox fashion. 
He says, "The Bible is a great book, with a wonderful history 
and surpassing influence." 

The same may be said of half a dozen sacred scriptures; sev
eral of them much older than the Bible. He says: « Upon it have 
been founded states and empires, constitutions and codes." He 
might say with equal truth that « upon it have been founded 
despotism. slavery, polygamy, and the Inquisition." He says: 
"Three world-historic movements have sprung from it-Judaism, 
Christianity, and hlamism." The fact is, Judaism produced the 
Old Testament, and was not produc{'d by it; Christianity pro
duced the New Testament, and was not its offspring; Mormon
ism is built on the whole Bible more than either of them. In 
saying this there" is no wish to detract, or deny anything that is 
genuinely good in the Bible. Many extol the Bible far above its 
merits, many would set it down too low. Probably Colonel In
gersoll judges of it quite as correctly as any of his critics.' The 
"Bible is finding its true position, through modern criticism, and 
there it"m ust remain. • 

His recommendation of Emerson as a model reformer will do " 
well enough for those who are like Emerson. But men like In
gersoll could no more work after the manner of Emerson than Da
vid could fight in the armor of Saul. Every man who is worthy of 
the name will preserve his own individuality. Therejs a diver
sity of gifts. Emerson did his own work in his o~n way, and did 
it grandly; no man of his time could have done it so well. In
gersoll has done, and is doing, his work, in his own way; and 
he too is doing it grandly; no man of our time could do it so 
well. His manner is his own, and his critics, fortunately, can 
not change it. Let them rest content; they will be celebrating 
his birthday one of these years, and digging marble for his mon
ument. J. W. NORTH. 

~ 

" JOHN WAnD, PREACHER." 

This book is evidently written out of the heart's inspiration. 
Indeed, its author belongs to the Episcopalian church, and actu
ally intended to write an orthodox novel, and, like Milton, "vin
dicate the ways of God to man," but when she got into the heat 
of her story the story mastered and swept her away upon its tide 
of heterodox feeling; and she was compelled by the flame of her 
genius to wdte one of the most passionate and at the same time 
the most thoughtful and radical attacks upon the popular religion 
that has been made by any book of the day. 

This fact, that it is a sort of unconscious, unpremeditated attack; 
written by a nominal Christian, only makes it the more effective 

and enjoyable. The book would entertain simply as a novel. It 

has the sunshine of humor all the way through to relieve its som

bre shades. In intellectual power, in imagination, in genius, it is 


. fully equal to "Robert Elsmere," but it is not by any means the 

same kind of a book. It is written from a radically different 

standpoint. Robert Elsmere" "deals with history-this book
H 

deals with doctrine. "Robert Elsmere" shows the weakness of 
Christianity as to its historical testimony. " John Ward" is the 
sword of Saladin striking with shining blade at the very heart of 
its theology. Gladstone refused to re.vi~w .this .boo~ because, he 
said it was not an attack upon ChnstIamty, lIke Robert EIs
me;e." Mr. Gladstone is a queer Christian if he thus looks at it. 
Voltaire, Gibbon, Thomas Paine, never made a keener onslaught 
upon Christain faith. This is simply an Agnostic book. The 

heroine becomes an Agnostic. She is more radical than Elsmere. 
She does not_preach Jesus at all, nor immortality, nor God. She 
is a heathen Stoic, and accepts life with sad sincerity, relying only 
upon the strength of her own womanhood. The author attacks 
mainly hell-fire, but in attacking that her woman's heart has 50 

overborne her that she sweeps away every vestige of doctrinal 
Christianity. This is an intensely human book, and only hu
manity maintains itself upon its burning pages. Theology goes 
by the board. Many Christians will read and sympathize with 
the book, not knowing what it really teaches. 

The innate barbarity of the Christian religion was never so 
skillfully unveiled as in the character of John Ward-a gen· 
tie, a noble man-a lovable man in his honesty, in his" sin
cerity, in his adoration for his wife-but made a savage" man, 
a brute, by the overmastering demands of his diabolical creed. 
Yet, if Christianity is true~ John Ward did the right, th~ wise 
thing. It was his duty to tear his wife from his heart and sacri:
flee his affection to his faith. John Ward was tremendously in 
earnest and accepted the whole logic of t4e Christian belief. 

This is a most readable book. It is not what its name might 
betoken, a grim book, a controversial book. It is first of all a 
genuine story, a story of human loves and human interests, de
lightfully woven together, with soft and brilliant pictures of ro· 
mance. It treats of.real things, of real folks. Humor and ten~ 
demess mingle with the sorrows of life. The tragedy, like 
Shakespere's tragedies, takes place in a world of beauty. P. 

PAINE'S DEEDS RECALLED. 

I had the honor of an invitation to the various displays in New 
York, and occupied a seat on the platform at the literary exer
cises that took place in front of the sub-treasury building on Wall 
street. I heard the eloquent oration of Mr. Depew, and I. was 
surprised that a man who is usually so just and correct in his 
views and remarks should have omitted the name of Thomas 
Paine, and should have said nothing of the important part which" 
he acted in the war of the Revolution. That Mr. Depew made 
no allusion to the political writings of Paine is indeed surprising. 

Thomas Paine was one of the master spirits in the great strug
gle, and helped as much as any man to bring it to a successful 
and triumphant conclusion. This was admitted by his most dis· 
tinguished contemporaries. In a letter to Richard Henry Lee, 
of Virginia, Washington says: 

That Paine's" Common Sense" and many of his "Crisis" were well. 
timed and had a happy effect on the public mind, none who will turn to 
the epoch at ~hich they were published will deny. 

Major-Gen. Charles Lee, when" Common Sense" first ap.. 
peared, wrote as follows to Washington: 

Have you seen the pamphlet, "Common Sense?" I never saw such a 
masterly, irresistible performance. It will, if I mistake not, in concur
rence with the transcendt!nt folly and wickedness of the ministry, give 
the coup d~ grau to Great Britain. I own myself convinced by the ar
guments of the necessity of separation. 

General Lee, speaking of the wonderful effects of Paine's writ
ings, said that H He burst forth on the world like Jove in thun· 
der." 

Dr. Benjamin Rush, a member of Congress, and a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, said: . " 

"Common Sense" burst from the press with an effect which has rarely 
been produced by types and paper in any age of this country. 

George Washington wrote to Paine: 
ROCKY HILL, Sept. 10, 1783. 

D~AR SIR: I have learned, since I have been at this place, that" you 
are at Bordentown-whether for the sake of retirement or economy, be it 
for either or both, or whatever it may. I shall be exceedingly happy to 
see you here. ' 

Your presence may remind Congress of your past services to this coun
try; and ifit is in my power to impress them command my best exertions 
with freedom, as they will be rendered cheerfully by' ont? who entertains 
a lively sense of the importance of your works, and who, with much pl~a-
sure, subscribes himself, Your sincere friend, G. WASHINGTON. 

Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to Paine, said: 
You express a wish, in your letter, to return to America in a national 

ship. Mr. Dawson, who brings over the treaty, and who will present 
you this letter, is charged with orders to the captain of the Maryland to 
receive and accommodate you back, if you can be ready to depart at lUCia 
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short warning. You will, in general, find us returned to sentiments wor
thy of former times. In these it will be your glory to have steadily 
labored, and with as much effect as any man living. That you may live 
long to continue your useful labors, and reap the reward in the thankful
nese of nations, is my sincere prayer. Accept the assurance of my high 
esteem and affectionate attachment. THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

John Adams, in a letter to Paine, said: 
. It has been generally propagated through this continent that I wrote 

the pamphlet "Common Sense." I could not have written anything so 
manly and in so striking a style. JOHN ADAMS. 

George Washington again writes to Paine: 
A few more such flaming arguments as were exhibited at Falmouth and 

Norfolk, added to the sound doctrine and unanswerable reasoning con~ 
tained in the pamphlet" Common Sense," will not leave numb~rs at a 
loss to decide on the propriety of a separation. GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

Again Thomas .Tefferson writes: 
No writer has exceeded Paine in ease and familiarity of style, in per

spicuity of expression, happiness of elucidation, and in simple and unas
suming language. • 

James Monroe says, in writing to Paine: 
It is not necessary for ~e to tell you how much all your countrymen

I speak of the great mass of the people-are interested in your welfare. 
They have not forgotten the history of their own Revolution and the dif
ficult scenes through which they passed. The crime of ingratitude has 
not yet stained, and I trust never will stain, our national character. You 
are considered by them as not only having rendered important services to 
our own Revolution, but as being, on a more extensive scale, the friend 
of human rights. To the welfare of Thomas Paine the Americans are 
not, nor can they be, indifferent. JAMES MONROE. 

Thomas Paine was always on the side of human freedom. He 
spent the greater part and the best part of his life in defense of 
the rights olman. If he committed errors in life they were on 
the side of huma.nity. Read the hi8tory of his life, and the part 
he took in the war of the Revolution, and you will concur with 
me that the man never lived to whom we are under greater obli
gations for the success of our glorious independence, and the Jib
erty which we now enjoy. 

The American Revolution was a great epoch in the history of 
human freedom, in which Thomas Paine took such a conspicu
ous part. It elevated man to a higher, nobler, and surer plane 
ofliberty. And the history of our country cannot be written 
with the name of Thomas Paine left out. 

Mr. Depew did great injustice to the memory of Thomas Paine 
when he left his name out of his great centennial oration.-Ho~. 
A. SCHELL, in the New York Sun. 

A SYMPOSIUM ON EVOLUTION. 

In the Edinburgh Review for April, 1888, in the course of an 
unfavorable criticism of the Life and Work of the late Charles 
Darwin, these words occur: 

Darwinism grew up like Jonah's gourd, and like that same climbing 
plant it i~ destined to wither. For the overwhelming majority of men of 
common sense amongst us desire to uphold morality, to strengthen con
science, and to develop the higher qualities of our human nature, and 
when they at length wake up to the full meaning of that to which they 
have too hastily adhered, they will with no less speed utterly discard it. 
Nor will they want leaders among the m~n of science of the future. 
Pure Darwinism has had its daYjJt is becoming" old fashioned," and, 
like every other heresy, has given birth to children destined to be its 
destroyers. 

When I read these words, it seemed to me that the writer was 
either entirely mistaken in his view of the passing away of Dar
winism, or had greatly exaggerated its decadence among scien
tific'men. N either was it the theory of "natural selection," nor 
anv subordinate hypothesis in the system of Darwin, which the 
reviewer had in mind exclusively, but he evidently intended to 
give the impression that the whole scientific position commonly 
associated with the name of Darwin is being slowly but surely 
rtbandoned by naturalists. To find out whether this view of 
modern scientific thought was correct or not, I took the liberty 
to address half a. dozen eminent seholars in this department, se
lected at random from American colleges. I called their atten
tion . to this article from the Edinburgh Review, especially the 
words I have quoted, and asked their opinion on this question of 
fact: Is there a tendency among scientific men to abandon the 
general theory of evolution, or the subordinate theory of natural 
selection? In other words, what is the concensus of opinion on 

this subject? Let it be remembered that the gentlemen who so 
kindly replied to my inquiries, with the liberty of making public 
their views, were speaking only of this question.o! fact, ~nd not 
of their own opinion of the truthfulness of Darwm s theOrIes. _. 

From Prof. Benjamin K. Emerson, Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. 

Professof' Tyler and I have certainly heard nothing which could 
give rise to such a statement. And I still think it true that the 
great majority of naturalists, ourselves included, think that evolu
tion has come to stay. 

From Prof. Othniel C. Marsh, Yale' College, New Haven, Conn. 

When the second half of the century began, th~ accumulation 
of scientific knowledge was sufficient for the foundation of a doc:
trine of evolution which no authority could suppress and no 
objections overthrow. The material on which it was to be based 
was not preserved alone in the great centers of scientific thought, 
but a thousand quiet workers in science, many of them in remote 
localities, had now the facts before them to suggest a solution of 
that mystery of mysteries, the origin of species. 

In the first decade of the present half.;century, Darwin, Wallace, 
Huxley, and Spencer were all at the same time working at one 
problem, each in his own way, and their united efforts have 
firmly established the truth of organic evolution. 

If, however, I may. venture to answer briefly the question, 
What of evolution to-day? I can only reply: the battle has been 
fought and won. A few stragglers on each side may still keep 
up a scattered fire, but the contest is over, and the victors have 
moved on to other fields. 

As to the origin of species, once thought to be the key to the 
position, no working naturalist of to-day, who sees the great 
problems of life opening one after another before him, will waste 
time in discussing a question already solved. This question, so 
long regarded as beyond solution, has been worked out by that 
greatest of naturalists, whose genius all intelligent men now 
recognize, and whose recent loss the whole civilized world de
plores. 

In this [Embryology and Palreontology], and all other depart
ments of natural science, the doctrine of evolution has brought 
light out of darkness, and marks out the path. of future progress. 
What the law of gravitation is to astronomy, the law of evolution 
is now to natural science. Evolution is no longer a theory, but 
a demonstrated truth, accepted by naturalists throughout the 
world. 

From Prof. Henry S. Williams, Cornell College, Ithaca, N. Y. 

In reply to your questions I may say that I am of the opinion 
that the majority of scientific thinkers to-day believe" that there 
has been a gradual progressive evolution in the history of the or
ganisms that have appeared on the earth. And that during this 
evolution the principle of "natural selection" has had a comider
able. effect in de~ermining the survival of those organisms which 
have survived. 

From Prof. Frederick G. Wright, Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Your letter of inquiry concerning some points respecting Dar
winism was awaiting me on my return from a short trip in the 
Sioux Reservation west of the Missouri River in Dakota, where 
the interests both of missions and of science were subserved in 
the same expedition. I can do little more now with the time at 
my command than to give you hastily the impressions regarding 
the subject which possess my mind. I should say: 

That the majority of naturalists now do accept some theory of 
evolution. 
. That they have been led to this position largely by Darwin's 
mfluence. 

That few scientific men would accept all of Darwin's subsidiary 
theories. But- . 

That the theory of natural selection is received as shedding 
great light on the processes of evolution, and that it is not likely 
ever to be discarded. 

From Prof. William North Rice, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Ct. 

First as to evolution in general. There has been no ebbing 
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and no haIting in the tide of opinion toward evolution. If scien
tific men say less about evolution than fifteen years ago, it is at 
least in part because they no longer think it worth while to dis
cuss a question on which they are all agreed. The scientific men 
who do not believe in evolution are merely individual exceptions. 
Scientific men do discuss the methods and limits of evolution, but 
the truth of the evolution theory in general they simply take for 
granted. No scientific society would care to hear an argument 
for evolution, for the subject has passed that stage. 

In regard to natural selection the history has been different. 
when the (C Origin of Species" was first published, it was so vastly 
more reasonable than any other evolutionist work that had ever 
appeared, that men took it for granted for a while that natural 
selection was the only form of evolutionary theory that was worth 
comidering. Evolutionists all believed in natural selection as 
the one all-important law. Anti-evolutionists thought anyobjec
tion they could bring against natural selection was an objection 
to evolution in general. This state of things changed in time, 
and a school of evolutionists arose who relegated natural selection 
to a comparatively subordinate position among the known and 
unknown laws concerned in eyolution. That natural selection is 
a true principle in nature I think no one has ever doubted who 
really understood what natural selection means. The only ques
tion is in regard to the limits of its efficiency,· and the degree of 
its importance relatively to other laws known or unknown. My 
own belief is that at present the tide of opinion is setting in the 
direction of a higher estimate of the im portance of natural 
selection. . ' 

From Prof. Lucien M. Underwood, Syracuse University,Syractlse, N. Y. 

In repl)"then, to your two questions, more specifically I would 
say that, as far as America is concerned, the doctrine of derivation 
of species, which is one important branch of the doctrine of evo
lution, is generally believed by scientific workers. So far as I 
know the English and German schools of science, the same is 
true there. Dr. J. W. Dawson, of Montreal (McGill college), is 
the only man of prominence as a scientist in this country, so far 
as I know, who opposes the doctrine. Among leading scientists 
who favor it are, among geologists, Joseph LeConte (University 
of California), Alexander Winchell (University of Michigan), J. 
D. Dana (Yale), N. S. Shaler (Harvard), J. S. Newberry (Colum
bia), W. N. Rice (Wesleyan); among zoologists, A. S. Packard 
(Brown University), A. E. Verrill (Yale), Alpheus Hyatt (Boston 
Institute of Technology), Alexander Agassiz (Harvard), D. S. 
Jordan and J. S. Kingsley (University of Indiana), S. A. Forbes 
(University of Illinois), B. G. \Vilder (Cornell), W. K. Brooks 
(Johns Hopkins), H. N. Martin (Johns Hopkins), S. F. Clark 
(Williams), H. W. Conn (Wesleyan), E. B. Wilson (Byrn Mawr), 
C. V. Riley (United States Department of Agriculture), R. Ridge
way (United States Museum), etc.; among botanists, G. L. Good
ale and 'VV. G. Farlow (Harvard), N. L. Britton (Columbia), J. 
M. Coulter (Wabash College), V. M. Spaulding (University of 
Michigan), J. C. Arthur (Pardoe University), C. R. Barnes (Uni
versityof Wisconsin), C. E. Bessey (University of Nebraska), B. 
D. Halsted (Iowa Agricultural College), etc.; among palreontolo
gists; O. C. Marsh (Yale), E. D. Cope (Philadelphia, Pa.) L. F. 
'Yard (United States National Museum), etc.; among anthropolo
gists, E. S. Morse (Salem, Mass.), F. W. Putnam (Salem, Mass.), 
J. 'V. Powell (United States Geological Survey), O. T. Mason 
(United States National Museum), etc. 

There may be many teachers of zoology or botany, etc., in 
cJlleges like ---, for instance, where the ideas of science 
work in college and scientific teaching are those of half a century 
ago, who still hold to the old doctrine in regard to the matter. 
As they are not practical workers, and, consequently, never Dub
!ish anything, and almost never meet with scientific bodies, 
nothing is known of their beliefs, and their opinions usually 
amount to as much as those of any other parrots.-REV. J. A. 
FAULKNER in Christian Union. 

IT is expected that President Harrison will shortly promulgate 
a general order abolishing Sunday morning inspections in the 
army. There i$ some doubt, in the minds of officers in com
mand, about the moral influence of Sunday idleness upon the 
soldiers. 

CONCEPTIONS OF DEITY. 

The effect of the' word god upon man has been chiefly to cre
ate feelings of fear and actions of folly and cruelty. Man stands 
before the unknown with awe and dread. That is instinctive, 
because the result of experience. The savage looks upon the 
~lackness of n!ght with apprehension. His eyes, which in the 
lIght foretell hIm of danger, cannot pierce it,. and a wild beast or 
an enemy may spring upon him defenseless. The rain wets him 
the cold pinches him, the storm breaks grelt branches from th~ 
t:ees, and hurls the~ upon him; even the usually kindly sun has 
tlmes of-fierce, ragmg heat; every force of nature which touches 
him has its unkindness and cruelty, and as long as he does not 
understand ~hese for?es he fears them, dreading injury. It seems 
to man at tImes as If the forces of nature were hostile and were 
trying to kill him. In the end they do kill him. That is one 
s~de of.it. The other sid~ is that nature keeps him alive and 
gIVes hIm forces to fight wlth, and that u3ing them he enjoys the 
fight at times, and wins on the whole, and keeps winning. 

But when the savage makes a god, his first god, his father's 
ghost, as he does not know much about it, for he cannot see it, and 
does not know just where it is, or what it is doinO', he is rather 
~f~aid of it. He offers it food and clothing, and a '::>fire, and any
t~llng else that he thinks it needs-through what feeling? Affec
tIOn? Partly, no doubt, but affection quickly fades, and the offer
!n?,s are. contin~e~ mu~h !D0re through fear, f?r the ghost may 
Injure hIm. HIs ImagmatIOn endows the creatIOn of his imaO'i
nation with extraordin.ary powers. It is unseen, like the wir~d 
but the wind is strong. The ghost may keep the deer from hi~ 
armw, or the fish from his hook, or breathe hot fever on him or 
stir up his enemies to attack him. His general state of mind is 
fear lest he offend it. 
~uch more, if it be a chief ghost, of yet greater power-a lord 

of blttles, like Jehovah, very jealous and merciless to his ene
mies-can the prevailing feeling with which he is reO'arded be 
anything but fear? 0 

And the usual feeling toward the Christian God has not been 
greatly different. Jesus taught that he was a god of love but the 
Augustinian and Calvinistic theology did not leave much of that 
quality in him. The doctrine of predestination, that God selected 
a few individuals for eternal happiness (though rather a starched 
and uncomfortable sort of happiness to our notion) and con
demned the rest of the world to eternal torture in flame, could 
not but excite the direst apprehension, and we must not forget 
that it was Jesus who taught that his god of love would do this 
very thing; that he would separate the sheep from the goats, and 
that the latter would depart into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. 

Is not the feeling of Christians about their god to-day chiefly 
one of fear? Does not the Christian mother teach her child that 
if. it ?oes wrong God will be displeased and make it sick, or even 
kIll It? And the child, if it be at all sensitive or imaginative, will 
~ook up at the sky, where it is told that God lives, a great crush
mg something which seems all around it, and makes its heart beat 
and its breath flutter; or an eye seems to be looking sternly from 
the darkness, and the child hides its head to shut it out. 

And, when older, when men and women, it is the sentiment of 
fear that is chiefly appealed to, to induce us to become disciples 
o~ this God, to join his church. Sam Jones threatens Protestan., 
WIth hell fire, fresh and hot, and plenty of it, and a creeping for
ever through chambers of darkness, and other fictions of his fer
tile brain; and the Catholic church.never lets purgatory and hell 
out of the sight 01 its members, and ever presents itself as the 
representative of God, to threaten or punish, grant or withhold 
forgiveness, and determine salvation. The personal qualities of 
the Hebrew Jehovah still cling to the Christian God. He is 
jealous and angry, and must be praised and prayed to constantly 
or ill will come of it. Theologians lay it down learnedly and phi
losophically in their articles, that God has" neither body, parts, or 
paSSIOns," but they constantly contradict that conception in the 
pulpit, where God has a great deal of passion and mental quali
ties (which are a part of the body) that are by no means credit
able. . 

This feeling of fear with which man has usually regarded uis 
God has led him constantly into foolish, pitiful, cruel, and useless 
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acts. Can anything be more useless and absurd than to offer 
food and clothes to ~ ghost, an airy spirit from the fancy 
wrouO'ht? Or blood, or incense, or oil and wIne to a god who 
can have no senses, and cannot eat or taste, or do anything with 
these uselessly wasted things? 

And what infinite cruelties have been· committed in the name 
of God I Rivers of human blood have flowed around altars, 
bodies have been tortured with every art that ingenuity could de
vise, minds have been kept upon the rack of uncertainty and ap
prehension for years, Iiyes have been wasted in useless penances 
and ascetism; the whole human family has suffered agonies un
told because of this imaginary creature-God. If to-day the 
name were rejected from the vocabulary of nations, the name 
.and the idea; and the religious beliefs consequent upon it, it 
would confer an incalculable benefit on mankind. If man.. were 
compelled to endure for the future what he has endured because 
of this name in the past, and is still suffering to-day, it would be 
a sad outlook for the world. 

It is said that Edgar Sallus, the author, being asked lately, 
"What is your favorite character in fiction?" replied, "God." 
The witticism may seem audacious, but it strikes straight at the 
heart of a great imposition. The history of the word God shows 
that the thing signified by it hag been a gigantic sham. This 
idol of the imagination has lacked life quite as much as idols of 
wood or stone. He does not sit in the heavens, he does not 
p'lnish men now or hereafter, he does not want to be praised or 
prayed to. You need not be afraid of him; for there is no such 
He. When you try to express the infinite in any likeness to hu
manity, bodily or mental, you are trying to put the universe into 
a pint bottle. You are attempting an impossibility. If man will 
rid himself of this nightmare God, which has oppressed him, he 
will breathe more· freely, see more clearly, think more calmly, 
and act more reasonably. . HERBERT MILLER. 

OREGON STATE CONVENTION. 

To the Liberals oj' Oregon: 
The members of the Silverton Secular Union, of Silverton, 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all the Liberals of Oregon to 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June 22 and 
23, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a state association on 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalism, to co-operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 

. is to represent no intellectual creed, but simply equal rights 
and impartial liberty. It is to be organized in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General Grant-" Keep the church and 
state forever separate." 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

J. W. MCCLURE, President of Silverton Secular Union. 
R. D. ALLEN, Secretary, . 
MRS. CARRIE FITZGERELL, } 
H. D. MOUNT, Executive Committee. 
E. VVOLFARD, 

HONOR -------------------TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE. 

.The honor of being the pioneer in tIie total abstinence move
ment in the United States has been claimed for the Bennington 
(Vt.) Journal of the Times, printed in 1827; but Judge Thomas 
Herttell, of the Marine Cour! of New York, a radical Free
thinker, an Atheist, came out in favor of total abstinence as early 
as 1818, in a large pamphlet entitled, "An Expose of the Causes 
of Intemperance and the Means by Which it May be Obviated." 
He also wrote and published other documents advocating the 

. principles, with his characteristic earnestness and fearlessness. 
The reason that his name is not more widely known in connec
tion with the early history of the Temperance Reform may be 
found in the fact of his opposition to Sunday laws and other puri
tanical legislation, and his advocac.r of his" Infidel" views. He 
did not believe that the cause of temperance could be promoted 
by legislation, but he had great faith in argument, persuasion, 
and example.--:-B. F. UNDERWOOD. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Still the meetings grow in size, and .still the intere3t augments. 
Mr. PutnatJil's lecture last Sunday evening drew a full house to 
hear the spelker's opinion about" Liberty and Authority." The 
exercises opened with a zither duet by the Misses Haelke of 
O.lkland. Whenever these younJ ladies perfJrm a piece before 
an audience, the excellence of the first alway" secures·a unani
mous call for an3ther. There is sJmething peculiarly inspiring 
in the music of the zither. It has an awakening effect which no 
silver bell calling the waiting boarder to a late brea.kfast can 
equal. The listener feels it in his wrists where the radial 
arteries betray the afflux of the vital fluid. There are also vari
ou:; other nervous phenomena connected with it which I might 
describe, but when t\~O pretty girls and two responsIve zithers 
are in conjunction, it is best to let phenomena rest and re3ign 
ourselves to the pleasures of sight and hearing. 

The quartette followed with so fine a song that the app:ause 
evoked by the first stanza was hushed only by the beginning of 
the second. The three ladies have fine 'voices, one sins-ing the 
soprano, another the alto, and the third the tenor parts, while 
Mr. Hannaford occupies a background of deep bass. Better 
vucal music than is afforded by this quartette could scarcely ,be 
heard in the city. 

So the opening exercises passed off pleasantly, and President 
Chilstrom introduced the lecturer, who, as before mentioned, 
spoke on "Liberty and Authority." Mr. Putna.m made a strong 
plea for liberty of thought as opposed to the authority of tradi
tions, or Bibles, or ecclesiastics. Even science could not set 
itself up as authority and enforce its teachings upon those who 
felt that they had good reason for rejecting them. 43ut while 
throwing aside the authority of all these we could not free our
selves from their influence. The_ past must always exert its in
fluence upon us, and according as it influences us we lean 
toward certain beliefs, which become convictions if approved by 
reason. The discourse was full of striking points calculated to 
engender thought by addressing the intellect more than to excite 
enthusiasm through the emotions. Nevertheless the applause 
was frequent and hearty. Whenever I hear -Mr. Putnam address 
an audience nowadays, my mind always reverts to his advent as 
a Freethought lecturer in New York, where he read his remarks 
in a sermonizing way to a half dozen people who attended more 
to encourage him than for any other purpose. And it is gratify
ing to see the speaker improve as the cause grows; to see the 
manuscript discarded; the orator at home upon the platform, and 
the audience multiplied by a hundred. It is encouraging even 
though we realize that the orator must chase three recreant 
buttons and a latchkey about the recesses of his wealthiest pocket 
in order to catch a nickel. . 

After the lecture the members of the Freethought Society held 
a business meeting. \Vhen this society was organized, it installed 
Professor Miller as stated lecturer or teacher. The professor 
was to devote himself to the work of organizing and collecting 
means for the support of the meetings, out of which means he 
should be authorized to retain one hundred dollars per month 
for his services. Some of the members were inclined to doubt 
that so large a sum could be raised, but Professor Miller was 
sanguine and wished a chance to try. At the end of a month 
the professor had joined the doubters, and reported a feeling 
prevalent among Liberals that one hundred dollars a month was 
more than the cause could bear at the start. He had been able 
to collect but eighty-six, and the prospect for that amount the 
following month was not bright. 

Upon motion the treasurer was instructed to make up to Pro
fessor Miller the $14 deficit, and he was released from his en
gagement. Professor Miller. thanked the members for their 
generosity, as he did not feel that the society owed him anything 
or that he had any claim upon it. Everything was harmonious. 
The professor will probably resume his work as teacher lectur
ing only as freedom from other engagements will 'permit. 
The society had grown greatly attached to its lecturer whose 
scholarly addresses have contained much instructive matt~r. The 
experiment proves, however, that the tastes of -San Francisco 
Liberals run toward short speeches and discussions, after the 
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fashion of other Liberal Societies, and the programme will be 
changed accordingly. 

Several new names were added to the roll of the society, which 
now has a membership of nearly sixty, and the meeting adjourned 
for a week. 

This is a tolerably busy season for the Secular pilgrim. Last· 
Sunday afternoon he addressed the Mediums' meeting on Mar
ket street. I was not present, but Mr. J. A. Williams, who 
attended, reports that Putnam was afraid of hurting somebody's 
feelings, and so did not let himself out, while his auditors appeared 
to be suspicious that his remarks contained some sort of spirit
ual heresy, and repressed their enthusiasm. A medium present 
affir~ed that Mr. Putnam was inspired by Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
whose spirit was plainly visible near the speaker. The Pilgrim 
left San Franeisco Monday afternoon for Boulder Creek, 'where 
he spQke that evening and the two following. The next three 
nights he is announced at Slnta Cruz, Sunday afternoon at San 
Jose, and Sunday evening in Union Square Hall, San Francisco. 

My very much, esteemed friend, Mr. Thomas Curtis, of this 
city, contributes the appended poem on unbelief. The writing 
of poetry ~ have generally regarded as a weakness incident to 
youth and inexperience, and so believing I have looked forward 
to the time when I should have outgrown the habit. Mr. Curtis 
is well along toward three score and ten, and the fact that he 
still retains the poetic faculty shows that when a man has once 
been to Parnassus the mountain is likely to come to him off and 
on during the term of his natural life : 

UNBELIEF. 
Whenever a priest with a solemn face 

Stands up to preach in a holy place, 

And says that God damns sinners' souls, 

By roasting over red-hot coals, 

If they don't believe that three is one, 

In spite of multiplication-

And mathematics cannot conceive it-

Don't you believe it. 

When he tells the story of Adam and Eve; 

That the serpent both of them did deceive, 

And all the world was left forlorn 

Five thousand years before they were born; 

Eating an apple the cause, no doubt, 

For which the devil will bowl us out; 

At the risk of being damned if you don't receive it, 


Don't you believe it. 

If he says that God has planned a way, 

By hiring priests to preach and pray, 

To pluck poor sinners out of the flame, 

If they'll only believe this Christian game; 

That the killing of Christ is the only road 

By which we can reach the divine abode, 

And no one else can ever achieve it, 


Don't you believe it. 

Although he may shout and rant and rave, 

And frighten the timid he comes to save, 

Until they're ready to pay the scamp 

For a chance to take this heavenly tramp, 

And each one feels himself a cheat, . 

Or a celestial dead beat; 

However cunningly they weave it, 


Don't you believe it. 

But when some man without pretense 
Makes an appeal to common sense, 
And says God stands at the open door 
Of heaven, alike for rich and poor, 
That human broth'erhood remains 
In spite of sorrow, sins, and pains; 
Even if you don't perceive it 

You may safely believe it. 

Christ was; only an earnest man, 

Trying to find some useful plan 

Bj which the poor might hold their own 

Against the knaves with power o'ergrown. 

For then, as now, the truth was writ, 

"Scribe and Pharisee, hypocrite." 

This gospel's true, so do not leave it, 


But preach and believe it. -THOMAS CURTIS. 

I am always pleased to hear from the preachers, even though 

I cannot do much to help them. A city clergyman writes thus, 

addr_essing the undersigned : 

To you as a beloved member of my flock, greeting in the Lord! 


Three years have elapsed since our infant church held its first Palm 
Sunday and Easter service, and the Lord that was with us in the begin
ning is with us still in the precious fulfilment of all His promises. Again 
we greet Kiug Jesus in the joy of his triumph; may all our hearts be 
brought completely beneath the sway of his sceptre. Our church is un
finish~d and a debt of about $3,696 on the building forbids all hope of its 
completion. In the name of the Lord our Helper, this obstacle must be 
removed; this promissory note (so kindly given) must be cremated. Let 
me preach you a little sermon which blessed of the Lord will not bring 
little results. 

The writer here drops into figures that show his church wants 
money, and he gives several reasons whv I should subscribe 
something; the last of which I quote: . 

Death is on our track, and do we not want to see the completion of this 
mansion of our Father's house on earth before our eyes rest with rapture 
upon the heaven-built walls? 

Ourauthor further solicits my name on his subscription books, 
as the Lord has prospered me. These are his closing words: 

Now this is what I ask you to do, and I will promise to work ~ith all 
my might, not accepting any vacation till the church is completed, and 
b~sides will pledge myself to get from persons outside the church enough 
money to put the plastering on the entire auditorium, and besides will try 
to do as much as last year in getting help from our friends outside our 
memb:!rship. Read, meditate, pray. Your faithful servant in the gosp~I, 

. . OLIVER C. MILLER, Pastor of First Lutheran Church. 

This is the second time since I came to San Francisco that i 
h:;tve been asked to assist the church. Last year a brace of black
hooded sisters called to inquire if I could not spare them some
thing to help pay the taxes on their institution. I declined then, 
and I may as well say now that it will be useless for others to 
come here or to address me for SImilar purposes. The rap.ure 
of resting my eyes on the "heaven-built walls" will be just as 
great if I never see the First Lutheran church completed, and I 
am not going into any scheme that will deprive the Rev. Mr. 
'Miller of his vacation. If there is any time when pastor and 
people are happy it is when the preacher goes off on his annual 
toot. M. 

INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS IN 

PARIS. 


The General Council of the International Federation of Free
thinkers, and the Committee of Organization, elected last year 
at Paris, issue a notice announcing that the Universal Congress 
of Freethinkers will be held in Paris, from 15th to zzd of 
Septemper, 1889. Communications or inquiries may be ad
dressed to the secretaries of the General Council, Emile Gorissen, 
ISO Rue Rogier, Brussels; Napoleon Navez, 323 Rue de la 
Province (Nord), Antwerp; or to the secretary treasurer of the 
Paris Committee, E. Pasquier, 6 Rue de Jarente, Paris. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

"John Ward, Preacher." $1.50. 
"Yone Santo," see advertisement. 
"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 
"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. z5 cents. 
"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. 15 cents. 
"The System of Nature," by Baron D'I-]olbach. $2. 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
"The Story of an African Farm," a gooJ Freethought novel, 

by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A ciiscovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

"Looking Rtckward," a socialistic romance 'which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Indu::,trial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 
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Commendation. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
" The Helping Hand" in the issue of May I J was quite a surprise to 

me. I didn't think the paper was a source of much profit to its pub
lishers or more than paid expenses; but that its publication absorbed all 
the earnings of Mr. Putnam, notwithstanding which its continuance was 
still a loss to you, was a revelation I was unprepared for. I am glad 
you have ccme out as you did and made the condition of things known, 
otherwise I would never have been any wiser. As patrons of the paper, 
wt! have a right to known of its troubles. The paper must never go 

,down. It would be a lasting disgrace to all Freethinkers to allow it. 
All honor due to the big-hearted Liberals who so generously came to 

- the rescue. Their names deserve to be published; we all want to know 
who they are. Under the circumstances I will never accept the pap:!r at 
club rates. I owe to it 75 cents which I will send with the very first 
remittance. 

I am unable at present to join in the guarantee fund, but will bear in 
mind what I owe Liberalism, and as soon as possible will be found ready 
and willing to do my whole duty to the cause of Freethought. 

In the early spring I thought I would be unable to renew my subscrip. 
tion, but you kindly proposed to continue me the paper, for which 
pL:aseaccept my doubly given thanks. I remain yours, 

Fresno, Cal. L. FOURNIER. 

Women Should Vote. 

To the Editors of Freethough!: 
In FREETHOUGHT of April 20 appears an article entitled _" Shall 

'Women Vote," by "J. C. P./' in which he quotes a rem:uk of mine, 
,e When a national Sunday law is passed, America is doomed," and adds 
that I "ma~ rest assured that when women are enfranchised, a national 
Sunday law will be passed, and whatever other laws may be needed 
for the establishment and maintenance of churches, and to compel abso· 
lute submi:.sion to church authority." I do not think myself that the 
majority of women are qualified to vote at present. They have had no 
experience in that line, and have paid but very little attention to politics. 
They must b~ educated; they must be evoll1.ted up to the position that 
men now occupy in political thinking, and the best way to set them to 
thmking on this subject is to get them interested, and the b~st way to 
get them interested is to allow them to vote. No doubt they may make 
some great mistakes in voting-men have done the same-but they will 
become wiser by experience. Women as a majority may vote for church 
and state, as "J. C. P." says, but should. they be debarred of their 
natural rights for fear they will vote unwisely? No, no. It is just and 
right that they should vote. It is just and right that women should stand 
sile.by·side with men-co.equal in all mental achievements. Of course 
woman is not equal to man in physical strength, but nevertheless she is 
e-lual in mental capacity. It is only education and environment that 
makes the majority of women appeal as though they are intellectually 
inferior to men. It would make women in general more independent and 
in~ellectual if they were given equal rights. I am glad, though, that 
w.>m!n did not vote at our last presidentia.l election, for no doubt they 
wO'.lld have been held accountable for II our" present "pious adminis· 
tration." I agree perfectly with W. S. BUih, of Seattle, W. T., and I 
read his able article in FREETHOUGHT of April 27 with much apprecia. 
tion. Yours for justice and progress, ELVA E. DAVIDSON. 

Oswego, Or. 

Women and Politics. 

To tke Editors of Freethougkt: 
It is gratifying to learn (as a FREETH OUGHT correspondent informs us) 

that" conservatIve Protestants and many of the Catholic clergy oppose 
woman's enfranchisement." It is to be hoped that this opposition springs 
from patriotic motives and common s~nse, and that it is based upon the 
great fundamental principle-namely, "Th~ law of nature pervading 
the law of the land." 

If it will not be filling too much of your valuable space with individua I . 
opinions, perhaps the following "b!d.rock" reasons for opposition to 
woman suffrage may be worthy of notice: 

First, Because so-rereignty is the life principle of all governments-a 
self.sustaining power which rests upon the strong arms and physical 
strength of men, and men only. Or, as Alexander Stephens defines it, 

" Sovereignty is that innate attribute of power, which corresponds with 
the will and power of self.action, and is by its very nature indivisible." 

Second, Because the dependence and helplessness of women and 
children constitute the weakness of the land, and the ballot in the hands 
of weakness would be a mockery and a sham. 

Third, Because the division of" paramount authority," or a surrender 
of law-making power to incompetent, unwilling, and irresponsible 
persons, or to that mischievous class of women known as the" W. C. 
T. U.," backed by the" clergy," would inevitably result in revolution 
and a "reign of terror," or render our government such as Alexander 
Hamilton once predicted it would be, "A frail and worthless frabric." 

And finally, Because the true and sensible women of our country, 
knowing their weakness, and looking to the stronger sex,(as they should 
do) for protection and support, do not a'3k for prerogatives and authority 
which they have no power to sustain. 

When these pulitical propositions have been refuted, it will be'soon 
enough for others of a moral and social natu~e. J. C. P. 

Turlock, Cal. 

S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

Boulder Creek, May 20: 21, 22, Fresno Flats, June I, Z, 3, 

Santa Cruz, May 23, 24, 25, Hornitos, June 4, 

San Francisco, May 26, New Sanel, June 6, 7, 

Raymond, May 28, Ukiah, June 8, 9, 10, 

Grub Gulch, May 29, 30, 31, Covelo, June 13, 14, IS, 16. 


THE DEMANDS OP LIBEltALISM. 

I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall·be 
no longer exempt from just taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 
legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons; asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public- appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern. 
ment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly a'S a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
depart~ents of the gove.rnment shall !>e-a.bolis~ed, and that the simple 
affirmation under the paIns and penaltles of perjury shall be established 
in its stead . 

7 We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser· 
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed.. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con. 
f~)fmed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
hberty 

9. We demand .that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the several states, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege or advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall b;! founded 
and administered on a pur~ly Secular basis; a~d that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to thIS end shall be conslstently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. 

The Average Man. 

A type-writer girl thus expresses herself in the Indianapolis 
Journal: "I get sick of men and their ways. They are messy' 
they sling paper all over the office, and loll about on the desk~ 
and chairs in such undignified attitudes. They smoke and chew. 
We have fourteen drummers who come into our office, and only 
one of the fourteen has ever had the courtesy to ask me if cigar 
smoke is offensive to me. Then, they are silly; they talk such 
nonsense as sixteen-year old girls wouldn't be gUilty of. It is 
all about neckties, new hats, ballets, good dinners, and so on. 
I.f yo~ think .man is the s~perior anim~l, you just spend some 
tIme m a busmess office WIth assorted SIzes of him, and you will 
see. I am beginning to believe that a trashy dime novel is bet
ter society than the average man, and equally improving." 

RlfUBARB BIT~ERS. impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys. 
pep~la, promote dIgestIOn, and regulate the bowels. Try them•. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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Farmer John's Soliloquy. ANNOUNCEMENT.FOR SALE 
mout as well acknowledge, 'taint no use 0' 

, An interest in a Factory for manufacturing beatin' round, I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 
I've done a heap 0' thinkin', plowin' up this that I 	 have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely difTh~ Best Fanning Mill 

faller ground, ferent from anything I hn VI! ever seen or heard 
On the Coast. An' suthin's been a painin' an' achin' me like of. It is simple in construction, will b.! run by 

sin- steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
I reckoned 'twas dyspepsy or malary creepin' in. the defects in other family driers-especiallyUpward of $5,000 invested in Patent 

the Zimmerman, which I have us<!d and underAt last I got my dander up, an' to myself sez I,Right, Factory, and Stock. Ready sales stand 	well.The biggest fool innatur's him that tells hisselfand large profits. A model of the above dryer is on exhibition a lie; 
at J - H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market stre~t.I've been lettin' on 'tis malary, an' my slum Mr. Redstone will explain its construction,WANTED: A man to take an active mick, when 1 know mode of operation, etc., to callers . He il> alsopart in the business-a splendid chance Il's my conscience that's a hurtin' an' worryin' aut'horized to sell the same or organize a comme so. for an energetic man-a Liberal preferred. pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 

I've been a shirkin' this here thing for thirty coast. .G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 
We refer you to S. P. Putnam, editor, years or more, 


wh'J is personally acquainted with us. 
 An' I orto had this shakin' up an' settlin' down 
afon~. RATIONAL COMMUNISM.Address, Box 269, I've been honest fur as payin' goes, not a penny


East Portland, Or. 
 do lowe, The Present and the Future 
But the kind 0' cheatin' that I done was the kind Republic of North Americathat didn't show."MODERN THOUGHT," 

BY A CAPITALIST.~Devoted to the- My mind goes back to Hanner, when I fetched 
her here a bride- A book ad vocating associate life as a remedy SPIRITUALIZATION OF HUMANITY, No apple bloom was sweeter, an' she nussled to for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 

Published Monthly by my side present conditions of society in this country,
Like she thought she had a right to, an' could pointing out their imperfections, and showing huw CHARLES FILLMORE, trust me without fear, it is almost impossible that the people should be JOURNAL BUILDI:-<G, KANSAS CITY, 1\10. For the love I never hinted at for more'n thirty otherthan poor and vicious under ollr pr<:s"nt 

$1 P.!r Year-Sample Copy Free. year. system. The rem';!dy, the author thinks,. is CUlll 

munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture ofThere was churnin', bakin', bilin', there wasChristian Science, Metaphysical, Theosophi the future Republic of North America, as it will nussin' an' the rest, cal, Spiritual, and all kinds of reform literature be when society shall be organized on the princiFrom long afore the sun riz 'till he slumbered infor sale. 	 ' ples of Rational Communism. The book i.i \'igthe west, 
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, SI.An' when the rest of us was done, an' 10llin' 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALIJ.S. 	 P'. T A Y LOR & CO., round on cheers, 

Manufacturers and Dealers in 
 Hanner was recuperatin' with her needle an' her 

shears. J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. PA PER S! 
But when the life was ebbin' from that faithful,

Manila, Book, A'Lws, Hardwar~, Wrappillg patient heart, The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing
PAPER BAGS, TWINE. I had to face the music-I hadn't done my part; eight chapters in refutation of the assumptiou 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh An' I couldn't help a-thinkin', watchin' out that that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
weary life, and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents.414 and 4i6 Clay st., S. F. That there's other ways 0' killin' 'xcept a pistol 
or a knife. Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 

biblical sto'ry of man's creation and curse, theow. 	M. HINTON & CO. It sounds like sac religion, but I knew just what logically denominated)'the falL" Price 10
she meant, cents.

As I whispered, "Fly to meet me when my 
airthly life is spent," 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the "I'm 	tired, John, so Jired, but I've allus done 
my best, 

536 	CLAY STREET, 
coming of Chri~t has any reference to him. 

Below Uontgamery_ ' San Francisco_ Price, 15 cents. Address 
spell 0' rest." -AMY HAMILTON. 

An' I may feel more like fiyin' when I've had a 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

A Popular Jail CHURC}!! AND STATE. 
According to the Santa Cruz Surf the jail 

at that town i:; so popular that men climb THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 
over the fence to get in. It says: ~'When SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 
the prisoners were fed yesterday morning AMERICAN PARTY,
there were ten. During the day there were 
nine and later in the-afternoon there were A Criticism by "Jefferson."
ten. An investigation was made. The 
tenth man was discovered to be a tramp, Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
10 kara.t Gold, sma.'l size Ba.dge Pin .. __ ...... _....... 200 

who climbed into the jail at meal times 14 karat Gold Scarf Pin .. __ . •.•..••.•.•. __ • __ .. '" ... $ 4 00 

and went out again after getting a full14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin ... _.o- ........... 275 

14 karat G.)ld, slllall size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
 stomach. This, connected with the fact10 karat Gold, Large Badge I'in __ ... ___ ....... ' .. .... 3 00 
 GIRARD'S WILL
14 karat Gold. Large Ba(lge Pin ............ _..... .... 4 00 
 that a man incarcerated for being a com
10 karat Goll1, I:;mall Cha.rm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, ~mall Charm (for watch Chaill}.. . .... 4 50 mon drunk, and the fact that a man in jail -AND
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain __ . •• _. 5 00 

14 karat Gold, Large ' Charm (for watch chain....... 6 00 
 for beating his wife, having had a quarrel 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 Girard College Theol~gy.with a fellow-prisoner, climbed out and 

"This is a full-bodied diamond, rl't so that it may be 

cleaned from the reverse side and never lOBe its brilliancy. 
 went a mile to the sheriff's house in the An Expose Sent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre

sented or mon..y refunded, address, 
 dead of night to tell the sheriff that the 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificentPUTNAM & MACDONALD, other fellow had punched him in the5M Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
stomach, will make our jail famous." churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa-A FEW DAYS IN AHE.NS. 
. BRIGHT boy (to visiting pastor): if Now 	 tion.

By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS,
the Greek Philosopher, and of the Author' try it on me. Ma says you can put anyone By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price, cloth, 1S cents. 
 to sleep in five minutes." Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 ~xtra. In best op.!n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 
jewels, $17.50; 15 j!'wels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and h additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
(or the money; all modern improvements; a perfect walch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.Sq; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce,. $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins; Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375 . S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictJyas represented.· 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNJJRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros .. ' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read ~ Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogers Bros' best tripllt-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7° 

" Forks 1.75 Larges.t Albums, $1, ' $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons , 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guarat:J,teed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDa.EADON,. :t of Edinhurgh, Scot
; a 'lra,l&ate of thr~ UnJv~rSlllCK, IIu(l retired after 50 years' praCL1(Je. he 

; • t~'~:;:.1~'t~~ l~ 1~!~~::::t:~~~t;I;:,I;:~~t~.~1~:;~\':.~~~t'udct~~:5; 
the most lJUl' a..a.r and compreht:nsive lxKlk treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~J~ ~l~e~~t:!t1:~ ~n:"!iC;:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical.. prel!entation ot~'~t:(]jcal COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalidR, lIbowin~ new meani by whICh t ,;cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physIcians, clergymen, crit ·cs, aud litemt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubj e<'!.8 €'STX'cilllly import nt to young DIe N 
I:. veryone who "wants to Jmow, you kuow," will find itinterestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t introduced, consistsofa~rl.A NEW·

, of beautiful ~·c>l".·t'd t1Dt1tCj~ 

~:,1 ;:y,!fo\~~N'~~.I~~~~:i'!~~'<\;~l~~~~ ~~t :::~~~~~~Jrct 
selling AGE N TS who h:we already found 1\ Itold mine in it. l4r.

work for Koehler writ.:lI: .. I fIOlll the fir~t silt booJcs in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at special rates. ScnMor terms. ' 

a 16'p¥e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk, ~\ white an4FREE~lut' Cll'culars, and If, sample of Dr. Foote'. D e(lUli. MO·Il-'hJf#. 

Standard EditIon, .3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JII1BRJ.Y WLL PI1B. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28th St., l\tW Jork. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H . STOCKHA1\I, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethic~ 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.5° per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office . J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

Morning in San Luis Obispo. 

The New York evening Post has a cor
respondent in California named Harriet 
Winthrop Waring, who writeg from San 
Luis Obispo as follows: The morningH 

was like a virgin, newly waked, fresh, ten
der, dewy, and golden fair. Its breath grew 
fragrant and warm under the kisses of the 
sun, its whole heart throbbed and stirred. 
The earth was filled with movement, flut
ter, incense, and rapture. Who would 
sleep while such things wake?" Turn on 
the hose! 

PRECAUTION: First deacon-Have you 
ever heard the Rev. Mr. Goodman, who 
exchanges pUlpits with our pastor to-day? 
Second deacon-No. Firsl deacon-Well, 
I have. I think, Brother l'assbasket, we'd 
better vary our regular custom this morn
ing and take up the collection before the 
sermon.-Chicago Tribune. 

THE "religious destitution" of the 
United States army has roused the sympa
thy of the Baptist Mission Society. It is to 
be hoped the Western troops will be well 
supplied with tracts as soon as possible, as 
they are very handy in lighting pipes from 
a camp-fire.-Post. 

and 
Lis 

Doctor 

mlddlt:
seminal 

re

"Private 
an 

many 
b. 

A Rfg~Lffo~rr$1iuEf.
LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the m<.st successful ' (in 
ipec;alty) as his lJractire Will 
surely prove. The 
treats all thoRe peculiar dls
ea.SlS of young and 
aged men such, as 
weakn~8s. impotency, &c., 
sultiug from indescretiOlt and 
illlorance of youth. Those who 
are ailmg should send ten (10 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," settin~ forth 
external Application-

.&. POSITIVE C"UHE' 

The book is worth 
tImes ita cost, Bnd should 
read by the young for instruc
tiun amI. the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
~Plain Envelope~ used, The book spoken of sent sealed 
Address, DR, l<. p, FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSa,;y 
::lay where you saw this Ad.vertisement. 

[From the \Va~hin~n N~ti(JDal View.J 
nr. FeUl>ws. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

..services to all those in need of a kiud, sympathetic and 
skillful phYSician. Similiar arivertisements from unreliable 
practitiouers have beeD. assailed and exposed by the press,
but, Dr. Fellows, a. specialist, in hiS llne, stands foremost 
in his pro(essbn, and the encomiums showered U1>')n him 
publicly as well as iu private, are J!attering evidences ul 
the hlgh appreCiation and confidence hiS long and consc.en
tious devotion to h Ii specialties in his profession have 80 
justly merited for lJim, and it i8safe to trust him. 

A TCllitinlonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

is~~;:~g1ik:!~t~~:-¥~~ ~~;PI~I~ ~~~!e!~~es;::
It a.cts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out·all 
right. Yours resl·ectfully, J. R. 

RE!IARKs-Tbe above is a fair l\a.mple of the hundreds of 
testilllonials received from all parts of the Unitep States. 
from young, mlddl,Hl.ged and elderly men, sufienllg from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Al.plication. the grea.test of all known 
remedies for this class of di~ease8. As I am an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me. 
their patronage, and not waste their tim\! alld money on' 
Christian doctol1l. DR. FJl:LL"W•• 

http:consc.en


335 

WM. W~ NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor, 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauwa.y. 

-'''"
DRES~ SUITS A- SPECIALTY. 

Kea.rny and Montgomery st. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 635 

P. O. GHILSTROM,' 

(Rogers & Chilstrorn.) 

Commercial Bu~ine,salld Collections a Specialty. 

Office,- 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SA~ FttANCISCO, CAL. 

Pl\ClfiC Cj\RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

~UPERINTEr.DENl 

Central Stands,200 and 207 Sutter St 
.N \\ aud B W Cornecs Kearny and Sutter Sts. 

'~'elephone 1950. 

J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing n~ally done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

. 375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 

Regeneration. 

HUGH.O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the ·Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. . 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of aU religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

Sample copiu fru. All su,scribers wilt 
,euive a copy of Afr. Pentecost's book, "What 
J Believe." Address 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
NO.4 Warren street, New York. 

FREETHOUGHT.. 

LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


~USINESS SUITS POR...·................................................. $25.00 

pRESS SUITS POR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35.00 

ANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on. Application. 
CE3:.A.S. F. :E3UFt.CJr.I\IJ:.A.:Nf• 

TAILOR, 
-101 PIPTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK. 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN', 

Gatalpas tor Timber Culture a 
.Specialty. 

Hllve at ThE:-ir }\urSE:-rit-s all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Cari~ of Orchards 


and Vineyards.

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, 8.m Jaointo, 0111 

THE teacher in a Sunday-school once 
asked a little girl what would happen if she 
broke one of the ten commandments. 
,. There would then be but nine," was the 
prom pt reply. 

A lIIAN pre-empted a claim down in the 
eastern end of this state in the so-called 
"rain belt," lived, or rather existed, on it 
a year, subsisting on what he could lay his 

REMSBURG"s 'VVORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; '75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unt:xcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~lalistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learuing; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Tempe!ance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio • 

;:'athers of the Republic. Paine, Wa!'hington, 
Jeffelson, and r rallklin. I'rice (5 celll:.. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vic~s Sanc
tioned by ::'cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Chea\mg; Theft and l~uhbery; Adultery anJ 
.Prostitution; Murder; War~ of lonquest ancl 
Extermination; Despotism; IntoJel ance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkinclness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; HUlllan Sac

. rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery: I'c}
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagi an
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Ohscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities.. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational· point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussd 
under the following heads: Origin of the ~ah
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination ot 
'unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sal> 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the PUI itan 
Sabbath: Testimony of ~ hrislian Reformers, 
Scholars. and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. c: Price, 25 cents; 6 copies. $1. 

hands on and using cattle chips for fuel. 
Thoroughly disgusted with the outlook he 
vamosed the ranch a few weeks ago. One 
of his neighbors, not knowing of his de
parture, went on a yisit to him the other 
day and found the shanty tenantless and 
the following announcement tacked. on the 
door: "300 miles to wood, 300 feet to 
water, 10 miles to hell." "God bless our 
home."-Greeley, Col., Sun. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
504 Kearny st. San Prancis 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, 'or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, .paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the .married, 2«; cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, PulaskI Co~, Va. 
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YONE 
A Child 

S
of 

ANTO, 
Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 

The Book 

A 

that 

Sple

the 

ndid 

American Nlissionary Society 

Story, and an Unsparing Exposure 

PRICE, 50 

tri~d to Suppress, 

of the Missi

CENTS. 

but 

onary 

Didn't." 

Business In Japan. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Franbisco. 

FREETIIOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an- artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price. $1 00. 
"'1 he author certainly has gellius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn2 spirit of to-day."-John Swin/cm'J
PUM'. ,. 

Why Don't He lend a Hlnd? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. II Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, anLl stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descrip~ive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
l'utnam as a genuine poet."-The Univ~ru, 
San Francisco. 

The Problem ·of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to reaJ him. His easy 
style and poetic exprel>sion make his produc
tions very attracth:e."-Dr. FflOU'Z Heallh 
Monthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. PJice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is 'Iuite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related. G It is well worth reading."-Bosl"" 
bZtJutip"ator 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A. Discussion between G1adstolle ..Huxley, Mulle~~ Linton, 
Reville on the Conflict between Genesis and Geolo&7. 
Price. flO ceuti. 

Christianity Condensed 

Heaven is the home of an orthodox ring. 

Where a divine enigma reigns as king, 

Where whitewashed souls from this mundane 


shore, 

Shall sing hallelujah forever more. 


Hell is a boiling brimstone pit, 

\Vhere poor damned souls forever sit, 

And burn, and bake, and roast, and fry, 

And are gnawed by worms that never die. 


Mankind may avoid that fiery flood 
By bathing within the Nazarene's blood, 
They can find it where tiCkets for heaven are 

Then :~:~'over hell on a bridge of gold. 


No Atheist, Infidel, Pagan, or Jew 
I
Shall ever acquire the J.lrecious boon; 

None but an orthodox rosewater few 

Shall dance with the angels in heaven's saloon. 


Divine Indifference. 

If such a heaven there be, 

If earth and air and sea, 

If all around, beneath us, and above, 

rhrill with the eternal pulse of Love; 

If universal life, • 

With Godhead, and with Gods be rife, 

Why mock they man's persistent prayer, 

\Vhy groan and fret we thus forever and in vain, 

\Vhy find our woes no echo there, 

And our tremendous pain 

Awaken but indifference and disdain? 


"MA," said Bobby, "is it wrong for lit
tle boys to tie tin-kettles to dogs' tails?" 
"Decidedly . wrong, Bobby; I hope you'll 
never do such a thing as that." "No, in
deed, rna," replied Bobby, emphatically; 
"all I do is to hold the dog."-Harper's 
Bazar. 

AGENT-Has the religious press much 
show in this community? Old citizen (in 
a whisper)-WeIl, the parson is all right, 
but they do say that Deacon Pusley is 
mighty fond of huggin' women when he 
gets a chance.-Washington Post. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COl\IPII.ED BY L. K. ,VASHBURN. 

Price ...................... " .. $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, l\Iass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. u I 
c?~ose that a story should be founded on proba
blhty, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant· and I 
desire above all that under the appear~nce of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in1,!s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL ·DISCUSSION, 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 


--from-
The North American Review 


-by-
REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G.INGERSOI.L. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utl\am & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

http:COl\IPII.ED


Freet~ought. 

A LIBERAL JOURNAL. 

VOL. II-No. 22. SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, JUNE I, 1889. PRICE, TEN CENTS 

Entered at t~e Postoftlce at San Francisco. Cal.. as Second-class Mail Matter Jan•. 1888 

FREETHOUGHT. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, t 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, f EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. 

Address all communications, and make all Drafts, Checks, and 
/lfoney Orders payable to P~tl1am &-> Macdol1ald, 504 Kearny Street, 
Sa1t Francisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT will oe stI.pplied til the trade oy 
the San Francisco News Company. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jl!NE I, 1889. 

. A VISION or WAR. 

[AT this memorial season no apology is needed for reprintinO' 
on our..first page Colonel Ingersoll's great sunburst of oratory 
. ( A Vision of War." It surpasses, in our opinion all other com~ 
binati~ms .of ideas and words in the English language. Hardly 
anythmg III the records of human speech approaches it in grand
eur-certainly nothing to be found outside Colonel Ingersoll's 
own productions.] . 

The past rises before me like a dream. Again we are in the 

great struggle for national life. We hear the sounds of prepara

tion-the music of boisterous drums-the silver voices of heroic 

bugles. We see thousands of assemblages, and hear the appeals 

of orators. '. We see the pale cheeks of women, and the flushed 

faces of meri; and in those assemblages, we see all the dead 

whose dust we have covered with flowers. We lose sight of 

them no more. We are with them when they enlist in the 

great army of freedom. We see them part with those they love. 

Some are walking for the last time in quiet, woody places, with 

the maidens they adore. We hear the wh~sperings and the 

sweet vows of eternal love as they lingeringly part forever. 

Others are bending over cradles, kissing babes that are asleep. 

Some are receiving the blessings of old men. Some are parting 
with mothers who hold them and press them to their hearts 

again and again, and say nothing. Kisses and tears, tears and 

kisses-divine mingling of agony and love! And some are 

talking with wives, and endeavoring with brave words, spoken 

in the old tones, to drive from their hearts the awful fear. \Ve 

see them part. We see the wife standing in the door with the 

babe in her arms-standing in the sunlight sobbing. At the 

turn of the ;road a hand waves-she answers by holding high in 

her loving arms the child.' He is gone, and forever. 

We see them all as they march proudly away under the flaunt

ing flags, keeping time to the grand, wild music of war-march

ing down the streets of the great cities-through the towns and 

across the prairies-down to the fields of glory, to do and to die 

for the eternal right. 

We go with them, one and all. We are by their side on all 

the gory fields-in all the hospitals of pain-on all the weary 

marches. We stand guard with them in the wild storm and 

under the quiet stars. Weare with them in ravines running 

with blood-in the furrows of old fields. We are with them 

between contending hosts, unable to move, wild 'with thirst, the 

life ebbing slowly away among the withered leaves. We see 

them pierced by balls and torn with shells, in the trenches, by 

forts, in the whirlwind of the charge, where men become iron 

with nerves of steel. 

We are with them in the prisons of hatred and famine; but 

human speech can never tell what they endured . 

"re are at home when the news comes that they are dead. 
We see th~ maiden in the shadow of her first sorrow. We see 

the silver~d head of the old man ?owed with the last grief. 

The past rises before us, an~ we see four millions of human 

beings governed by the lash-we see them bound hand and foot 

-we hear the strokes of cruel whips-we see the hounds track

ing women through tangled swamps. We see babes sold from 

the breasts of mothers. Cruelty unspeakable! Outrage infinite! 

Four million bodies in chains--four million souls in fetters. 

All the sacred relations of wife, mother, father, and child 

trampled beneath the brutal feet of might. And all this was 

done under our own beautiful banner of the free. 

The past rises before us. We hear the roar and shriek of the 

bursting shell. The broken fetters fall. These heroes died. 

We look. Instead of slaves we see men and women and 

children. The wand of progress touches the auction-block, the 

slave-pen, the whipping-post, and we see homes and firesides 
and school hoouses and books, and where all was want and 

crime and cruelty and fear, we see the faces of the free. 

These heroes are dead. They died for liberty-they died for 

us. They are at rest. They sleep in the land they made free, 

under the flag they rendered stainless, under the solemn pines, 

the sad hemlocks, the te;uful willows, and the embracing vines. 

They sleep beneath the shadows of the clouds, careless alike of 

sunshine or of storm, each in the windowless palace of Rest. 

Earth may run red with other wars-they are at peace. In the 

midst of battle, in the roar of conflict, they found the serenity of 

death. I have one sentiment for soldiers living and dead: 

Cheers for the living; tears for the dead. R. G. INGERSOLL. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

BOULDER CREEK.-Among the mountains, the big trees, the' 
glorious sunshine, Boulder Creek stretches in rural felicity. The 
hum of the waters and the saw-mills here and there make just 
enough music to indicate that the world is moving, while in the 
deep and radiant shadows one can linger and forget t.he stormy 
hours of life. In this heart of nature orthodoxy cannot wave its 
banners altogether triumphantly, and· fashion is not yet supreme, 
and the honest thought can come to the surface without being 
pounced upon as contrary to custom; and executed in the high" 
court of "the powers that be." It is a luxury to dream within 
these giant forests, whose vernal chambers are carpeted with 
green and decked with infinite variety of flower. Sometime in 
the course of a hundred years Boulder Creek will be a handsome 
village, but it will take a long time to demolish the stumps of the 
mighty redwood and smooth the hills for vineyards and gardens 
like those that hang over the sprakling Rhine, but really there is 
no lovelier place than amidst these superb farms of rugged nature, 
and there is no hurry for civilization to complete its work. 

My friend C. C. Rodgers, who bears the ills that flesh is heir 
to with the equanimity of a philosopher, gave me hearty wel
come in his domicile, and Mrs. Walser and the children joined 
in the fireside greeting. Rodgers has surrounded his home with 
a gay assembly of flowers, whose ranks have doubled in splendid 
retinue since I was here last. A good rest I had, and if I were 
under the weather when I came, the home-like repose and good 
cheer and the glowing sun would bring the pulses of health into 
play. 

The meetings were well attended from beginning to end, in
creasing jn.!!:1'ilbers, and eviaently there is deep and strong 

growth in Liberalism in this place. I was gratified to meet my 
friend Palmer of Livermore, at the station, who makes age happy 
with philosophic travel, and he joined forces and gave some of 
his amusing and instructive recitations at the lectures; also 
Charles Orr entertained us, who is a fine elocutionist, and E. A. 
Walser furnished the music for the dancing which made an 
ao-reeable close to the intellectual 'work. There has been ao. 
mingling of the grave and gay, which not only paints the 
future with hope, but makes the halls of memory a picture of 
flowers. 

W. S. Rodgers keeps the work going on grandly. He puts 
his shoulder"to the wheel without any reservation of forces. If 
there is any such thing as the religion of Freethought, my friend 
has it in heart and brain, the genuine enthuiasm which lifts one 
into the the noblest fields of action. The loss of a dear wife 
since I was here before has put" sorrow's· crown of sorrow" 
into his life of earnest labor .. A gentle spirit has passed away, 
but the home life still continues, and the shado\ved fireside 
holds the jewels of love and memory. 

Other men at this point have made my sojourn as agreeable 
as the sunshine of the unclouded skies. In fact, there are more 
in the ranks of Freethought here than I can keep track of in 
News and Notes. I remember that they are genial comrades, 
that it was a pleasure to greet them, butl cannot think of all the 
names. If every place could summon as many to the flag as 
Boulder Creek, the way of the Secular Pilgrim would be sunny 
indeed. 

I gave three lectures at Boulder Creek, and on Thursday went 
from the mountains to the sea. Santa Cruz fronts the boundless 
ocean, and the view from its beach is beautiful indeed, where 

the white billows roll in endless music. Santa Cruz is advancing 
quite rapidly, and in time will be one of the most elegant resorts 
in the country. It has many fine buildings~ and during the sum
mer its streets are crowded with busy pleasure-seekers. There 

• is quite an orthodox fashion about the town. The atmosphere 
is not favorable to Freethought. The lectures were the first I. 
have given here, and the gathering on Thursday evening was 
not large. On the second evening the attendance was greatly 
increased, and I was sorry on account of there being no Sunday 
morning train for San Francisco that I could not remain and 
lecture on Saturday evening. I lectured in Unity church. . This 
was once the church edifice of the Unitarians, and in the early 
days of Santa Cruz this body of heretical Christians was quite 
flourishing. It has disintegrated since, but the church remains 
under the eontrol mainly of. the Spiritualists, and is thus a rally
ing place for Liberals and advanced thought, and Santa Cruz is 
not altogether given over to orthodoxy. The waves of modern 
thought beat in ,unison with the waves of the sea. It was rather 
discouraging, I must confess, when I saw my audienc~. for the 
first time, but w~en we came together and discussed matters and 
got warmed up, and found who was on the side of Freethought, 
things brightened considerably, and our friends a: this point 
have concluded to keep the battle going. Undoubtedly there is 
a large Liberal element in Santa Cruz, and with means and op
portunity it might be made a growing influence. ' 

At the quiet Taylor House I found comfortable quarters, and 
. the host and hostess were of my own spiritual fraternity, and so 
the" inner man" was well satisfied. Freethinkers will find this 
a good home when they come to bathe in the sea-surf. I was 
pleased to meet Col. Edward Sumner, Mrs. Taylor's father, a 
veteran of ninety-three years, who walks as straight as a soldier, 
and will evidently reach the century goal. His old age seems to 
be as sunny as youth. My friend, W. H. Baxter, is a "captain 
true" of our pioneer forces. He is a worker, and if success 
does not come it is because it is impossible. He is not afraid 
to stand by his colors, and there is always good cheer' with such 
a generous soldier, 'with whom every fortune of war Can be fairly 
met. 

The b~ginning is half the battle, they say; and in this case I 
believe it is so. Certainly it was a gain to strike hands with such 
a staunch co-worker as J. H. Curtis. . In the gathering of our 
clans he was among the first to respond with a hearty good will. 
He is a kind of hermit philosopher, living in the mountains, in
dependent both of king and priest. But he ke~ps pace with the 
current of civilization, for all the best Liberal journals and books 
find their way to his cabin, and he revels in the cream of life. 
He has been on the Coast from pioneer days, and is ready to 'do 
any labor and to make any sacrifice for a cause which to him 
is better than wealth. 

D. M. Locke, on the roll of FREETHOUGHT, also gave good sup
port. I was glad of the opportunity to meet with one who is s~ 
thoroughly ·in earnest, and who so well understands the.principles 
of Liberalism. We bunked together, and so had a chance to 
cultivate acquaintance, which I appreciated. When we eat to
gether. and sleep together there is a pretty good opportunity to 
exchange ideas with profit. Mr. Locke reads about all that is 
going, and I guess he peruses almost every Liberal paper and 
book. 

]. C. Shannon, Dr. Chamberlain, G. W. Hobbs, A. Martin
dale, A. B. Hagerman, C. T. Villard, D.]. ·Page, Geo. P. Fox, 
Mrs. Sarah K. Baxter, Mrs. Jennie Morse, Mary ]. Ware, R. G. 
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Tuttle, Mrs. J. L. Grover, Mrs. F. R. Currier, S. Miller, and 
others are of our company organized here, and I am sure with 
such brave and true men and women there will in the future be 
a genuine victory for Freethought. 

Mrs. L. N. McCann, wife of Judge McCann, is a woman whom 
the Liberals of Santa Cruz delight to honor. A member of the 
Congregational church, and a zealous and popular worker in all 
religtous undertakings, it required no little courage to stand forth 
and reject the theology of Christianity. Mrs. McCann has done 
this, and no~ only this, she has become a teacher and exponent 
of a sublimer faith. She is at present a theosophist, but broadly 
and deeply Liberal and progressive, and is exerting a fine influ
ence for advanced thought in SantaCruz: 

I h:.wc thus, in my first series of lectures," found an inspiring 
comradesuip, and I was sorry that I could not stay longer in this 
delightful place, where nature is so attractive, where the freshness 
and glory of the sea will sometime find fitting response in the 
glowing heart of humanity. I, however, said good-bye to my 
friends with a prom~e to return, and the flag shall float on, like 
the shining waves that gleam to sun and star. 

I was disappointed on arriving at Sln Jose not to see my ge
nial friend Vostrovsky, for I had sent the lightnings ahead to an
nounce a change of programme. These did not do their duty, 
but lingered with orthodox slowness, and for the moment I was 
a lonely traveler indeed. I floated to the shady and stately res
idence of L. Magenheimer, and found a cool retreat from the 
dU:ity highway. In the afternoon we drove over to Santa Clara, 
and I had the pleasure of seeing again John H. Dibble, whose 
generous hospitality.! have before enjoyed. Santa Clara is still 
under the shadow of the cathedral, and only a few, like friend 
Dibble, dare to stand the brunt of the battle. Returning, we met 
our bishop-not of the church, but of humanity and this world
S. A. Bishop, who is the right kind of a bishop. In the evening 
we dropped into the superb hotel Vendome, and the architect; J. 
Lencen, guided us through its glittering and stately halls "and cor
ridors. There is a most magnificent grove and sward in front 
of the hotel, and. in the softly-shining electric light it stretched 
aw-w like a luminous f<tiry land. This hotel has a most home
like' appearance. The big fire-place strikes the eye as one en
ters, and around it ladies and gentlemen throng as in a drawing
room. The hotel has capacity for three hundred guests, and is 
full all the time. 

_Sunday morning we drove over to the \V'illows. Where the 
orchards bloom and the cherries drink the sunshine, is the home 
of our untiring worker, J. Vostrovsky, and here we greet our 
friends once more, after varying fortunes. "Also, we visit our 
friends 1\1:r. and Mrs. Polak, and see the bright baby, a born 
Freethinker-Frank, who bears the honors of his ance.::;try with 
smiling face. 

A pretty good congregation was present in the afternoon. Miss 
Anna Vostrovsky and Mr. Schubert favored us with some excel
lent music, which made a good beginning for my review of 
Moody and Sam Jones. On the whole our movement is pro
gressing at San Jose. N. F. Ravlin, from the standpoint of Lib
eral Spiritualism, is doi~g an effective work, and there is a large 
attendance at his evening lectures. He attacks orthodoxy with 
uncompromising radicalism. However, he still retains in his 
service some of the religious forms. He pronounces a benedic
tion, and they sometimes sing" Nearer my God, to thee; nearer 

to thee." 
L. R. Titus, A. ~. \Voodhams, and others, sti1(answer to the 

roll-call, and it was a pleasure to greet these open-hearted com
rades, who do their level best for the cause, without fear or favor, 
and keep the good cheer all along the line. 

Joseph Lee, of Fresno, was present, too, and he is one of those 
who never fail to give a helpful welcome. So I found splendid 
allies. I was sorry not to meet our co-laborers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Schwartz, who are such ardent advocates of Liberalism. 

San Jose, the Garden City, blooms with morning lustre of 
thought and hope, in the glory of its flower and fruit. 

SAl\1UEL P. PUTNA1!rI. 

CHRISTIAN CHAMPIONS. 

If what we said last week about the profitless character of dis
cussion with unscrupulous clergymen needed any confirmation, it 
is furnished by the experience of the Walla Walla Liberal Club 
with the notorious Braden. It seems that Braden challenged C. 
B. Reynolds to a public discussion, and that Mr. Reynolds ac
cepted upon condition that Braden should be indorsed by the 
clergy of the community as a worthy representative of Christianity, 
and that personalities should be ruled out. The indorsement 
was furnished; Braden agreed to be decent, and the debate be
gan. To show how much regard Braden has for his own word 
it is only necessary to call attention to the following from an 
editorial report in the \Valla Walla Daily Journal, a professed 
Christian paper. It refers to the second night's discussion, and 
the editor says: 

"During the course of Mr. Braden's remarks he called forth a storm 
of hisses by his uncomplimentary remarks about beer· guzzling Germans 
generally, and about Mr. Reynolds in particular. He answered not RC

cording to the Golden Rule, but flung back an insult which would better 
have befitted ~ bully in the prize ring than one who profess~s to be an 
expounder of the doctrines and precepts of a divine being." 

On the fifth night Braden became so outrageous that Mr. A. 
Rosenow, moderator, arose and declared that he would not retain 
his seat and hear himself continually abused and insulted. The 
conditions of the debate were that there should be no personalities. 
Those conditions had been persistently violated, and he begged 
leave to resign. Mr. Reynolds, also, stated that the bounds of 
forbearance were overreached, and he would not invite further 
insult to himself and the Freethinkers of Walla Walla by contin
uing the discussion. He therefore respectfully withdrew. The 
Daily Statesman tells what followed: 

"Mr. Braden then endeavored to continue his address, which was any
thing but becoming under the circumstances, and was met \~ith hisses, 
shouts, and general uproar. Order being somewhat restored. with diffi
culty, Mr. Braden again began a bitter tirade upon his gentlemanly 
opponent, but the audience left as fast as convenience would permit. 
The discussion is now ended. l\Iany there are who think the cause of 
Christianity in Walla Walla has not been benefited by the conduct of Mr. 
Braden." 

At its meeting on the fonowing Sunday the Walla Walla Lib
eral Club passed resolutions justifying Mr. Reynolds in his course; 
and the Daily Statesman printed the appended letter from a 
Christian: 
"To the Editor of the Statesman.

"I am one of those who, although not belieying in the teachings of Mr. 
C. B. Reynolds, yet admire him as a gentleman and indorse his with
drawn.l from the debate on Saturday night. I was ashamed.of Mr. Bra
den's remarks, and blushed to think that the Christians of this community 
were guilty of the folly of placing him in the position of their champion. 
I am a church-member, but am thankful in my heart that this man Bra
den was not indorsed by me. I can now fully understand why Mr. 
Reynolds positively refused to enter into any discussion with this man, 

http:ashamed.of
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unless he was indorsed by the Christian ministers of this community. 
That this indorsement was given is truly a misfortune to Christianity. 
Braden's action has brought strife in the city among friends. His action, 
instead of doing good, has accomplished much harm that it will take 
many, many years of urgent Christian endeavor to eradicate. In all 
charity I say it, he is top much of a bully, too little of a gentleman; he 
wants to carry his point by vindictive, high-handed personalities, rather 
than by reason or persuasion. His action is an insult upon the intelli
gence of the community, and although I was one of those' who were 
anxious to have the debate commence, I must also fully admit that it 
was a great misfortune to have this man Braden champion the cause of 
the churches. We were very unfortunate in the matter, and to say that 
Mr. Reynolds, as a man, showed much more the spirit of a true Christian 
than the much-professed champion of the c'ause of Christ and the welfare 
of the souls of the people, is but giving justice where justice is due. Mr. 
Braden's action has caused a bitterness, a vicious and revengeful feeling 
in the bosoms of church people hitherto unknown in WalIa WalIa, and 
only yesterday I heard a kind and gentle mother use such cruel and vin
dictive threats toward 'Mr. Reynolds, that shame and sorrow caused a 
deep sigh to come from my heart, and involuntarily I asked myself the 
question: 'Can such be the teachings of the Bible?' I am one one of 
the Christians of this city that does not indorse Mr. Braden in his actions." 

It is a strange circumstance that, after eighteen centuries of 
triumph, Christianity finds its forlorn hope in such men as Clark 
Braden and the Rev. 1. D. Driver-men who ,have lost all re
gard for truth, and who rely upon falsehood and bullying to give 
them the victory they cannot ,,,in by argument. There are 
doubtless many uninformed' Christians who think that their re
ligion can maintain its claims to credibility at the bar of public 
discussion. It is the duty of honest clergymen to inform these 
that they are mistaken; that there is no evidence to support the 
the doctrines of the Christian church; that those doctrines are to 
be accepted upon faith or not at all, and that the oftener Chris
tianity appeals to facts and reason the oftener will it suffer defeat. 
Let honest clergymen take this course, and they will avoid the 
humiliation of indorsing champions of the Braden-Driver stripe, 
who are not fitted either by their intellect or their conscience 
to speak for any class of people calling themselves enlightened 
or respectable. 

THE REASON WHY. 

The Alta California, in deprecating the discussion of religious 
questions, says: 

"We are not aware that there is much profit in snch discussions. The 
church, under whatever form, or by whatever name and ritual it may be 
known, is always subject to the merely human tendencies of the or
ganized body which controls it. With this tendency it is useless to make 
uncomfortable and disquieting quarrel. Reformers appear from time 0 

time to correct these merely human abuses, and the masses finally fol. 
low them, taking advantage of the simpler dressing in which they array 
the ever-present religious idea." But all who know the history of the in~ 
tellect know that beyond the vision and below the horizon lies 'a time :n 
which the Reformation itself will requite reformation, for just the salr.e 
reasons that made it a necessity. But, meantime, the great universe, 
the inscrutable physical mystery, the architecture beyond the design of 
any power that may be seen and measured, moves on in order undis
turbed by human contention over its causes; and its testimony renews, 
generation after generation, that faith in things unseen which is the es
sence of the religious idea. Why heat the blood and disturb the soul 
with the acrimony of discussion, and why seek to destroy, r~ther than 
reform the church, which is the concrete expression of that idea? And 
why, again, should the church, resting at last on a foundation as sure as 
that which underlies the universe, so distract itself over the quips of the 
infrequent believer in a world of chance and the gospel of haphazard? " 

If the editor of the Alta California will carefully read the 
literature of FREETHOUGHT he will soon discover why Free

thinkers oppose the church.' He will see that they oppose it, 
first, because they believe it to be a gigantic fraud, and that it 
teaches as truth what reason and observation pronounce untrue. If 
we take the Protestant church we find it worshiping as a f~tich a 
book which sanctions as many vices as virtues, and which has been 
the bulwark of crime and tyranny for hundreds of years. We 
discover that the Protestant church is a vast machine for the in
culcation of superstition. True, it is " subject to the merely hu
man tendencies of the organized body which controls it," It 
has no other tendencies. Take from the'church what man puts 
into it and there would be nothing left, the church, like God, 
being made after the minds of human beings. There is not the 
slightest ground for believing that the ministers of any church 
preach the word of -God, as they all pretend to do. They preach 
from a certain book, written by men, many of them ignorant. 
Other men put a certain interpretation upon that book, and 
call it a creed. No two men could draw the same meaning 
from the Bible, no two could write the same creed, and no two 
preachers understand the creed alike. The 'result is that wrang
ling, disputes, and crimes form the chief part of the church's 
history. People outside the church have to some extent civilized 
the institution, but so long as it exists upon its present basis it 
has inherent in it all the possibilities for human misery which it 
contained at the start, and they crop out from time to time just to 
the extent that circumstances will permit. In order to justify its 
existence the ministers of the Protestant church must show, first, 
that there is a God; second, that God wrote a book; third, that 
the Bible is that book; fourth, that they have that Bible as origi
nally written by God; fifth, that they understand the meaning of 
the Bible; and sixth, that they are authorized to expound it. If 
they cannot prove the first of these propositions, they certainly 
cannot prove the others, and the whole superstructure of the 
church is without foundation. 

So far as the Catholic church is concerned, there ,has been no 
Reformation. What is called the Reformation was a breaking 
away of the more civilized portion of the Catholic church, the 
Protestant church being the result. The old church remained 
the same and is the same to-day. No reformation can touch it. 
Total and complete destruction is the only means that can rid 
humanity of the Romish curse. It is a mass of superstition fro~ 
the ground upward; it is founded upon fraud, exists upon fraud, 
and practices fraud. There is no good in it., Can there be a 
better reason than this why we should U seek to destroy, rather 
than reform," the Catholic church? 

We would assure the editor of the Alta that the church is not 
distracting itself "over the quips of the infrequent believer in a 
world of chance and the gospel of haphazard.", Such a believer 
is necessarily in full accord with the church itself, since it is only 
under the reign of "chance" that miracles could occur, and a 
prayer-answering God could give us nothing but" haphazard." 

What the church distracts itself over is the discoveries of 
modern science, the results of modern criticism, and the enlight
ening processes of Freethought. The Christain believes in the 
immanence of a divine will, t: e., caprice.. He believes that the 
sun and moon stood still at the command of Joshua, and that to 
please a petty Jewish king the sun moved backward upon the 
dial. This is chance and haphazard. The Infidel knows that 
the universe is governed by law; that cause is followed by effect, 
and that every effect is preceded by an efficient cause. He knows 
that everything is as it must be, that the orderly proce3sion of 
events precludes the possibility of chance, ami that there is no 



341 FREETHOUGHT. 

haphazard in nature. This is science, and between it and the 
church there will be irrepressible warfare until the church is de
molished or becomes a temple of the living truth. 

THE RUSSIAN BROTHEL. 

Judging from the facts that have come to light concerning the 
Russian church in this city, itis rather more than a pity that the 
fire which gutted the structure on Powell street last week was not 
allowed to obliterate the entire edifice. It seems to be settled 
that the fire was the work of an incendiary, the object being to 
destroy certain books and records intended for use against crimi
nals in high places, and that the murder of Bishop Vladimir was 
likewise contemplated. These facts were stated on the day after 
the fire by a man named Gopchovitch, and on the following 
night Gopchovitch was murderously assaulted. 

The Russian church was esta.blished here about the time of 
the purchase of Alaska by the United States. At first its mem
bership was mainly Greeks, but these qave been driven out by 
Russians and Alaskans. The present Bishop Vladimir is the 
third high church dignitary who has been at the head of the 
society. Both his predecessors were murdered, Bishop Kedrole
von sky in 1879, and his successor, Bishop Neston, a few years 
later. The murders, it is confidently believed, were committed 
by the directors of the society, who had misappropriated its funds 
and turned the church into a brothel. The priests appear to 
have been a lecherous lot-gamblers, thieves, drunkards, and 
the fathers of illegitimate children. People who profess to know 
as&ert that Bishop V!a.dimir's life is in danger. They say that he 
recently expelled from the church a man who was suspected of 
an attempt to poison him, and that he abandoned a contemplated 
trip to Alaska because he discovered that the same man would be 
aboard the ship he ha.d selected for the voyage. 

Out of all the rumor and scandal it is difficult to select the truth, 
but these facts seem to stand undisputed: That the Russian church 
in San Francisco is little else but a detective agency, and that 
while the clergy pretend to be devoting their time to the, saving 
of souls, they are acting as spies for the home government; that 
the "priests are ambitious, dissolute, and immoral, and live riotously 
upon the funds contributed by their ignorant dupes and the Rus
sian government; that they quarrel among themselves for the 
spoils of office, and do not hesitate at murder or arson when 
either is necessary to success or revenge. 

The Kusso-Greek church in San Francisco is, in fact, about 
what the church of Rome was when Martin Luther visited that 
city in the sixteenth century; 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, June 2, at 8 o'clock. An address on " Voltaire and 
Freedom" is to be delivered by Hon. F. B. Perkins. All are 
invited. 

IT seems rather strange that there should need to be a "Pres
byterian Church North" and a (( Presbyterian Church South." 
That is, it would seem strange if Christians were sincere in their 
profession of fellowship for all races. But while raising funds to 
send missionaries to heathen lands, the Presbyterian church and 
the Methodist church both split over the qu"estion of fellowship 
with the negro in this Christian country. Why is not a colored 
man's soul worth as much in Alabama as in New Guinea? 

WE see no cause to doubt the justice of the decision that the 
Rev. Mrs. Ellen Rinkle, a regularly ordained minister of the 
United Brethren church, is competent to perform the marriage 
ceremony. It is, of course, an absurd law that every minister of 
the gospel should be, ex-officio, a public officer, but so long as it 
applies to men, there is no reason why women should be excepted. 

THE action of the authorities of the Catholic church in con
demning Galileo for teaching the Copernican system of astrono
my is paralleled by the Southern Presbyterian synod of elders, 
who, in the case of Professor Woodrow, decide that evolution is 
a fallacy and a heresy. This shows the inconvenience of being 
bound by dogma. The Presbyterians had to decide one \vay or 
the other, and they choose to make themselves ridiculous by de
ciding against evolution rather than to indorse it at the expense 
of their creed and Bible. 

THE number of children in the public schools of San Francisco 
has increased only 300 in eight· years, while the population has 
grown 100,000, and people are looking about to see where the 
leak is. Some declare that the census is wrong, and abuse the 
census-takers. Those, however, who have watched the growth 
of Catholicism in the city know that the parochial schools "have 
withdrawn the attendants from public institutions. 

THE Rev. Charles Spurgeon, son of the distinguished :r..ondon 
divine, preached in San Francisco last Sunday. As Mr. Spurgeon 
during his,trip to the Yosemite had paid ministerial attentions to 
another man's wife and been threatened with a thra~hing by an 
angry husband, his arrival here was attended with ~onsiderable 
eclat, and he drew a large audience to listen to his sermon on 
salvation. . 

THE American Catholic pilgrims to 'Rome and Jerusalem 
were stoned and insulted at Trieste, notwithstanding that Trieste 
is a Catholic city. Th"e papers say, too, that the missiles were 
thrown by the co-religionists of the pilgrims. It is only the 
vigilance of the secular officials that keeps the Christians of the 
different sects from cutting one another's throats. 

MR. GLADSTONE did not set the world a Christian example 
when he caused the arrest of a cabman who upset him in the 
streets of London. Under the doctrine that the other cheek 
must be turned when one is smitten, he should have invited the 
jehu to take a drive at him in the opposite direction. 

THE demurrer in the case of Harman and Walker, Valley Falls, 
Kan., has been overruled, and the case will go to trial. 

W. S. BELL, of Chicago, lectures in Odd Fellows' Hall, Oak
land, Sunday, June 2. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

H John \-Vard, Preacher." $1.50 . 

H Yone Santo," see advertisement. 
"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 
"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 
"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 
"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 

by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Colonel Forsyth, one of the leading raisin producers of the 
United States, has just returned from a careful inspection of all 
the raisin-growing districts of Europe, and says that California 
raisins, in addition to supplying the American market, are des
tined soon to take a large share of the London business.-
Reno, Nev., had a quarter-million fire on Sunday last. Many 
residences were destroyed and families left homeless.--The 
town of Haywards, Alameda county, is torn up over revelations 
concerning a prominent church-member named Bullock, whose 
seventeen-year-old daughter charges him with her ruin. The 
girl asserts that her father has sustained criminal relations with 
her ever since she was eight years of age.--ProfessorLe Conte, 
of the California State University, will take a year's vacation, his 
first protracted rest in forty years.--Preparations are being 
made for a grand celebration of the Fourth in San Francisco. 
--The Rev. A. Diedrich, of Portland, Or., acted the good Sa
maritan towards a destitute: young man named Schneider, two 
months ago, taking him in and boarding him, and the villain re
paid his kindness by criminally assaulting the clergyman's two 
daughters, aged seven and nine.. Schneider is In jail. 

The discovery of the body of the missing and murdered Dr. 
Cronin, of Chicago, is one of the sensational developments of 
the past week. Cronin, who was an Irish-American, and prom
inent in the home-rule movement, was killed by persons un
known, and his body stripped and thrown into a sewer, where 
it was found by workmen.--Dr. Tanner, the faster, states 
that he has so disciplined his body that he can enter the trance 
state at will, and is to allow himself to be buried for four weeks 
in that condition. His object, he claims, is to call public at
tention more directly to the dangers of burial alive, and the un
certainty. of all so-called signs of death, except decomposition. 
--The Sunday law in Cleveland, Ohio, had the effect of clos
ing the front doors of saloons in that city last Sunday, but there 
was no difficulty in obtaining admission at the side entrances.-
The Rev. Henry Greenfield Schorr, the young assistant rector of 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, of Baltimore, committed suicide 
last Sunday. Business troubles are given as the cause.-
A half-dozen of the robbers who attacked and plundered Army
Paymaster Wham in Arizona, a short time since, have been ap
prehended. Some of the miscreants are said to be Mormons. 
--Laura Bridgeman, deaf, dumb, and blind from two years of 
age, made widely famous by Charles Dickens in his "American 
Notes," and also by many public references to her wonderful in
telligence, died May 24 at the South Boston Asylum, where she 
has long dwelt, aged sixtY.-,-The trustees of the Hartford, 
Conn., Theological Seminary have voted to open all courses of 
the institution to women on the same terms as to men. It is the 
first institution of the kind in the country to undertake theolog
ical training for women.--Mormons from Utah and Idaho are 
settling in the British possessions north of Montana.--Appro
priations for pensions this year amounted to $88,400,000. 

Robert Lincoln, our minister to England, has reached his field 
of usefulness and has presented his credentials to the queen.-
Dr. Mackenzie, physician of the late Emperor Frederick, is about 
to bring suit against the Times and Steinkopff, proprietor of the 
St. James Gazette, for publishing a letter written by Steinkopff, in 
which he accused Dr. Mackenzie of conspiracy while treating the 
emperor.--Mr. Gladstone was knocked down by a cab in the 
streets of London last week. He immediately regained his feet. 
caught the cab, and had the driver arrested .. 

The Straight Tip. 

The Iron Mountain Railway, a branch of the Missouri Pacific 
system, has given notice that all unnecessary Sunday trains, both 
passenger and freight, will be discontinued on that road after 
May 1. It does well. Any railroad that is in the habit of running 
unnecessary trains on any day in the week ought to discontinue 
them if it ,,,ishes to ma~e any money.-American Sentinel. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Indmtrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cems.· 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The fourth and last of Mr. Putnam's course of lectures oc
curred, as announced, last Sunday evening. Mr. H. W. \Valker 
was divided against himself on the question whether the meeting 
was larger than the previous one or not, but he voted unani
mously that the lecture was the best of the series. 

Professor Schultheis opened proceedings with a piano solo of 
great merit, and then the choir took up the refrain and gave two 
surpassingly fine songs. Mr. Schou presided, and introduced the 
"pilgrim and stranger," Brother Putnam. Mr. Putnam had 
lectured only eight times during the preceding week, and but 
once that day, and he was therefore comparatively fresh. The 
lecture wa~ a new and original one which I had not previously 
heard. It dealt with the church in national affairs, particularly 
its monopoly of the proceedings on the centenary of vVashing
ton's inauguration. It reviewed the services of Paine, Jeffer:-;on, 
and other unbelieving fathers of the Republic, and cont:lined 
allusions to Mr. Depew's oration and its failure to do justice to 
the author-hero of the Revolution. The speaker showed how 
various forces had ::ombined to dissipate the old theology of 
the church, and how the .church, feeling its influence over the 
human mind slipping from it, seeks to exercise political control 
through ecclesiastical laws. The audience was wide awake and 
enthusiastic, and expressed its appreciation by applauding with 
gratifying frequency. 

The choir sang again, and Mr. Schou voiced the sentiment 
of all present when he stepped upon the stage and gave a large 
Alameda county bouquet to each of the singers. 

An attractive programme is prepared for the meetings of the 
Freethought Society during June. On the 2d Mr. Perkins lec
tures on "Voltaire and Freedom;" on the 9th, Mr. Bell speaks; 
on the I 6th, J. L. Hatch; on the 23d President Chilstrom points 
out '·Our Destiny," and on the 30th, Mr. Thomas Curtis will give 
us his deepest thought on " Matter and Life~" The proceedings 
of each meeting will be noted in FREETHov~HT under the head 
of Observations. 

An article in another place includes a letter by George Wash
ington, showing that the father of his country had the true com
mercial spirit, and also a taste for the spirit which is denominated 
ardent. Some of his state papers are regarded as the best speci
mens of a simple and lofty style, while the following poem, ad
dressed to a young lady, indicates that he could touch the harp 
gently as occasion might require: 

Oh Ye Gods, why should my Poor, Resistless H ea rt 
Stand to approve thy Might and Power. 
A t Last Surrender to Cupid's feather'd Dart 
And now lays bleeding every Hour 
For her that's Pityless of my grief and Woes 
And will not on me Pity take 
I'le sleep among my most inveterate Foes 
And with gladness never wish to wake 
In deluding sleepings let my Eyelids close 
That in an enraptured dream I may 
In a soft, lulling sleep and gentle repose 
Possess those joys denied by Da}'-. 

A man whose attention was taken up with swapping off bad 
negroes for good rum could not be expected to spend much time 
studying up the rules of grammar and versification, but he should 
have written better poetry than that, or none at all. It is un
derstood that Washington was jilted by the young lady to whom 
the above poetry was addressed, which proves that ever the right 
comes uppermost and ever is justice done. 

A correspondent of a daily paper suggests that California estab
lish a state lottery like that of Louisiana. From a home-industry 
point of view, the suggestion is a valuable one. In spite of laws 
against lotteries, and the general sentiment against gamblino
there is no doubt that a large majority of the people of this staf~ 
try their luck monthly in the Louisiana lottery, tickets in which 
are often at a premium, and the San Franciscan buys them as 
regularly as he pays his rent, often more regularly. It is esti
mated that a half-million dollars a month goes from California 
to Lfluisiana tw('Ive times per year. Occa~.ionally somebody 
draws a prize, but it is of no value to him in the majority of cases, 
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for the reason that he almost invariably invests it in more tickets, 
which prove to be blanks, or spends it riotously. The' outgo is 
six million dollars annually;' the return (perhaps) one million, 
and the balance of five millions represents a pecuniary leakage 
which must seriously affect the prosperity of the state. The law 
is powerless in the matter, since people buy the tickets with the 
greater avidity, because the sale is surreptitious. As the corre-. 
spondent alluded to says, were California to establish a local lot
tery, this vast sum would remain in the state. I suppose that 
twenty-five per cent. of the receipts would pay the expense of con
ducting the scheme; fifty per cent. might be devoted to prizes, 
and the remainder might be appropriated for the salaries of leg
islators, including the chaplain, and other public improvements. 

The morality of lotteries is not considered in this connection, 
except so far as may be involved in the remark that a lottery 
here is as moral as elsewhere, and that a lottery conducted by the 
state does not differ essentially, in point of wickedness, from the 
lotteries carried on by the churches. 

MAY 30. 

r see them bearing their flowers to-day 
To the spot where the heroes sleep, 

And I think of an unmarked soldier's grave, 
\Vhere Virginia's breezes sweep. 

And I wonder jf some one plucks a flower 
By .the rivulet of Bull Run, 

And lays it above the dust of him 
Who made me a soldier's son. 

The day that is gone we live no more, 
But I close my eyes and think, 

As the chain of memory stretches back, 
And I follow it link by link. 

• 	 And, spanning eight and a score of years, 
. I return to a Christmas day 

When the streets are full of marching' men 
And the air with their banners gay. 

But 	I have sight for only one, 
A man with a bearded face 

And a kindly eye, and a firm, strong tread, 
As he walks in a forward place. 

I watch the train move out of town, 
With its smoke and its clanging bell, 

And the smoke takes form of clouds of war, 
And the clang is a funeral knell. 

He wore the blue as a soldier should, 
He was honest and true and brave; 

He gave his life for the nation's life, 
And his pay was a soldier's grave. 

A random shot, and above his corse 
On rushes the battle's tide, 

And while the stars shine out that' night 
They bury him where he died. 

So I watch them strewing their flowers to-day 
On the spot where the heroes sleep, 

And I think of an unmarked soldier's grave 
Where Virginia's breezes sweep. 

And I wonder if some one plucks a flower 
By the rivulet of Bull Run; 

And drops it above the dust of him 
Who made me a soldier's son. G. E. M. 

s. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

Raymond, May-28, New Sanel, June 6, 7, 

Grub Gulch, May 29, 30, 31, Ukiah, June 8,9,10, 

Fresno Flats, June I, 2, 3, Covelo, June 13, 14, 15, 16. 

Hornitos, June 4, 


THE two articles on "Agnosticism," in "The Popular Science 
Monthly" for April and May, will be .followed by two more in 
the June number. One of these is by Professor Huxley, in re
joinder to Dr. Wace and the bishop of Peterborough; the other, 
by Mr. W. H. Mallock, is entitled, "Cowardly Agnosticism," 
and criticises Professor Huxley's objections to the above phrase. 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues aga.inst Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

-; HOW MARY ALICE WAS CONVERTED. 

BY ~ELEN H. GARDENER. 

When the usual winter "revivals" began in Greenville, the 
various denominations decided to com bine in the attack upon 
Satan, and mass their forces in the Methodist church; they were 
to divide the spoils, so to speak, afterward. . 

This seemingly innocent arrangement looked perfectly fair to 
the general public and to sinners at large, but the Baptist and 
other clergymen shook their heads in private and showed a 
marked dis-relish for, albeit they consented to, the pooling sy~tem. 
They had had experience before. It may not be easy to explain to 
some p_rsons, but it is, nevertheless, a fact that, having been 
wrought to a state of religious exaltation or frenzy in a given 
church, it is within those same walls that the convert tends to 
cast his lot thereafter, and while a few go, with their friends, 
back to the church to which they are accllstomed, the many 
cling to the one where Satan was put to flight after a vigorous 
struggle and charge all along the line. 

The decision to mass forces at the Methodist church had come 
only after a vain attempt to conduct (the previous year) three re
vivals in the town at the same time. The opinion of the public 
became so divided as to the relative" power of the Spirit" at the 
three places that the discussion of the real subjects at issue were 
lost sight of. 

The ungodly hinted that the visiting "boy preachers" and 
local clergymen were spending more thought on trying to beat 
the num ber of converts at the other meetings than on anything 
else, and the night after the Baptists announced forty-two souls 
saved the rival clergyman (Methodist), it was said, had boldly 
claimed fifty-one as his harvest up to that time. The weight of 
evidence appeared to be on the Methodist side, and certainly the 
volume of sound was there; albeit the ungodly hinted that 
certain of the noisiest converts were" stock," as it were, and had 
been saved each winter with the utmost regularity. 

Hints of this nature were so frequently thrown out that it be
came evident that something had to be done. So when Brother 
Salter announced that the following Sunday he would open the 
revival at his church, by a sermon on "The Lamb's Book of 
Life," he created quite a stir in the congregation by adding that 
since conferring together the various clergymen had decided to 
forego revivals in their own churches, and would request their 
own congregations, and all sinners more or less closely allied 
thereto, to repair nightly to the Methodist church, where all the 
preachers would be for the next three or four weeks, or as long 
as the power of the Lord was manifest in their midst. 

Brother Salter spoke as if the "power of the Lord" traveled 
about from place to place, with all its belongings, and tarried 
here or there according as invitations were pressing. 

He exhorted his flock to welcome and detain, as long as might 
be, this Power, and it was hinted by the bald-headed old scoffer 
in the choir that he had clearly intimated that he meant to give 
his rivals a point or two that might hereafter result in more ad
ditions to their own flocks and a greater number of brands 
plucked from the burnj1)g, if they but followed his example. 

But all this was merely the prelude to the revival which al
most swept the town of sinners of mature years and left on!y the 

hopelessly skeptical or the palpably too callow for the brethren to 

work upon. Each denomination disliked to be outdone by a 

rival, therefore pastoral visits were made, and deacons and 

"mothers in Israel" urged every man, woman, and child who 

had ever attended their own meetings to go to the great combi

. nation revival the following week, as it was to be the last, and a 

special effort was to be made to increase the number of converts 

very greatly, so that there might be a fair division afterward, 

when they were formally taken into the various churches. 

Mary Alice and her friend Isabel were the only two lambs 
belonging to one of the Sabbath-school classes who had not, 
previous to this last week, gone up for prayers, and after weeping 
and praying and wrestling with the Lord night after night an
nounced themselves saved, and been made objects of great re
joicing forthwith ... 

The tI mourners' bench" was so crowded by wretched " seek
ers" wedged in between men and women who knelt by them to 
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talk with, pray over, and weep for them, that it was no unusual 
thing to see one of the elders or deacons give a sort of flying 
leap in order to get past one group and to another. 

The church was filled with groans and the sound of w~eping. 
"Amen!" "Praise the Lord!" "Come down now, dear Lord! " 
"Bless his holy name!" and such other ejaculations, were so 
mingled with sobs and groans, and cries of "Save me ! 11 "Save 
me !" "I'm lost·! lost! lost!" that the nerves of a stronger 
person than poor little Mary Alice might well have been un
strung by the prevailing excitement. The child became terrified. 
She had not been allowed to attend such a meeting before; but 
her mother, a timid woman, had been wrestled with that day, 
and half convinced that she might really be standing between, 
the child and some possible good for the future~ She had, 
therefore, allowed her to go with her friend Isabel and an older 
sister. 

Groans, cries, shouts, prayers, and exhortations were inex
tricably mingled in the group about the mourners' bench. One 
preacher was crying out, "Thank God, another sinner saved !" 
"Plucked from the burning! Escaped from hell-fire!" while 
other despairing souls that failed to feel that thrill of nerve and 
sense that follows on excitement and overwrought nature, felt 
themselves abandoned, indeed, of the Lord, since this was their 
third or fourth or even tenth night at the" altar," and still they 
were conscious of no change. 

Each exultant cry of conversion filled them with new terror, 
and numbed sense and paralyzed hope. "Is my name written 
in the Lamb's book of life? Ask that, sinner; ask now!" 
shouted one above the noise and tumult. "I must know now! 
Now, Lord I" "Is mine there?" "Look, Lord, look!" shouted 
others. 

The idea swept like a fire across the surcharged congregation 
wedged tightly together, in air so vile and close that hysteria was 
superinduced as an inevitable consequence. 

"Is mine? " " And mine?" " Is mine, Lord? " "0 God, 
look, look I" shouted one old clergyman. "Make me sure 
Lord; quiet my soul. Look, Lord, look in the G's !" 

The old man's name was Gifford, and in spite of the air, 
the tumult, the religious frenzy, in spite of all, there was a smile 
which was almost an audible flutter as it passed over the congre
gation. Some one saw how fatal this would be, and struck in, 
"Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick 
and sore." The old hymn caught the nerves of the vast body, 
and the volumne of sound that swelled on the air almost drowned 
the groans and shouts of the newly-converted or still wretched 
"seekers." Mary Alice and Isabel stood pale and trembling, too 
young to have been subject to the slight touch of comedy which 
had almost broken in upon the solemnity of the occasion. 

Just then one of the clergymen, a tall, thin, dark, and terrible 
looking man, bent over the ,two children, took both their small, 
trembling hands in his, and asked solemnly, "Do you want to 
go to hell?" 

The poor, trembling little wretches disclaimed any such de
sire as well as they could, with the tears fa~t coming to their eyes 
and their little throats dry and stiff. • 

" All of your Sabbath-school class are saved. Only you two 
repel the Lord. Only you two grieve his holy spirit. Do you 
think lie will forget you? He is looking at you now, now! " and 
his explosive voice made Mary Alice almost jump out of her 
small boots, while Isabel fell to weeping bitterly.' . 

II He-is touching your wicked heart at last," said he, addressing 
Isabel. " Come while there is yet time. Come! come I come! 
The gate of hell yawns for you. rr:his may be your last chance, 
come!" 

Both children were now in floods of tears and wholly unable 
to think at all, while he half led, half carried them forward to the 
"mourners' bench" (now somewhat thinned out) amid the ap
plause and gratulations of the .entire congregation. The children 
were at once made the subject of a long and loud and orally 
punctuated prayer by Brother Gifford, who, all unconscious 
of how perilously near he had brought the tense nerves of the 
congregation to laughter, now wrestled with the L9rd in supplica
tion that he might give these two "precious lam bs one more 
chance to flee from the wrath to come-that they might cease to 

do evil and learn"to do well from this time ~orth, even forever 
more." 

But the moment they had found themsel.ves freed from the 
terrible face and, voice of the dark. clergyman, who had made 
personal inquiries as to their desire in regard to a future abode, 
their healthy young nerves reacted and the strangeness of the 
situation so distracted their attention that they forgot to cry. 

But presently Isabel fell to again and wept as though her poor 
little heart would break; thereupon Mary Alice's sympathetic 
soul joined in, and the -brethren, feeling that both were truly 
"under conviction" and fairly on the road to salvation, left the 
two small sinners alone while they wrestled with older and less 
sensitive culprits. 

'By and by their sobs ceased, their tired little eyes closed; both 
children slept peacefully, kneeling there at the" throne of grace," 
with their curly heads resting on their diminutive arms, an:! 
they on the velvet-cushioned railing. 

At last all of the other seekers were assisted to their feet, 
but these two knelt on. " Praise the Lord I Thank his holy 
name I" said the dark clergyman, fervently. "At last! At 
last! " 

He felt that these two had been hard to reach, but now their 
"conviction" was deep and sure. He bent down between them, 
and the first words of his dreaded voice awoke the two children, 
who sprang to their feet, forgetting how or why they were there. 
They both essayed to smile in a polite and propitiatory way. 

" Has light come? Do you feel at peace with God?" inquire\l 
the dark clergyman. 

"Yes, sir," said they, and smiled again. ' 
Then there was much rejoicing and hand-shaking, and it was 

announced that two more vile sinners had found Christ: The 
children felt that some way they had done a very good thing, 
indeed, and began to experience that sense of elation which 
praise from their elders is sure to produce in a sensitive child. 
Their little faces were radiant. Many shook their hands, kissed 
them, and otherwise showed their approval of, the new course 
they had adopted. "All Hail the ,Power aT Jesus' Name" was 
sung lustily, in which the two little voices piped up, and were 
much commended therefor. 

The next day, Isabel and Mary Alice were of the opinion that 
they ought to feel very different from their old, wicked selves; 
but somehow they were unable to be quite sure that they did. 
They thought that they should have lost all tast~ for play, and 
were shocked that dolls and" hide'n coop" still had attractions for 
them. This they set down as a snare for their feet, laid by Satan 
himself, who they had no doubt was on their track at that very 
moment. They concluded it would be safest to sit down with 
their backs agaInst the doll house-as he could not then come 
up suddenly behind them--and they could then give their minds 
to thoughts of the next world. 

"Wasn't it beautiful last night?" said Mary Alice, with a dis
tinct shiver. 

"Mm," noncommittally, from Isabel. 
"Do you think God's as glad as they said, 'cause we are n't 

going to hell now?" 
" Of course he is! How you talk ! " 
Mary Alice felt crushed; but by and by she recovered, and 

asked quite seriously, "What did you cry about last night, after 
he stopped talking to us, I mean, up at the mourner's bench? " 

" I couldn't think of anything to cry for at first," confessed 
Isabel, "but afterward I thought of poor, dear little N eHie at 
home, and then I had to cry. I always do. What did you?" 

"'Cause you did. I always have to if anybody else does," 
Mary Alice replied quite simply. There was a pause. Then 
she asked in an awestricken tone, 

"Do you suppose our religion's good if we got it that way? 
You bein' sorry 'cause you had a idiot sister at home and me 
bein' sorry 'cause you was sorry 'cause you had a idiot sister? " 

" I don't see how anybody could have anything worse to cry 
about than that," replied Isabel, hotly. " My mother says it is 
the sorriest thing in the world, and besides, she cries about it 
and I guess she knows what's good to cry about." ' 

" Is that what she cried about when she got religion?" in
quired the persistent Mary Alice.· . 
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"I don't know. Guess so," said Isabel. 
"Le's ask her, and-" began Mary Alice; but Isabel broke in, 
"Well, you can if you're a mind to, I sha'nt. I've got my re

ligion now. The preacher said so, an' I'm goin' to join the 
church next Sunday and get it over. Then I guess ole Satan'll 
let me alone. He don't know I was cryin' about Nellie." 

(, That's so," said Mary Alice, much relieved, and the follow
ing Sunday they were" t'lken in on probation," with the promise 
of full membership in six months if they did not backslide in 
that time. They did not, and are now" full members in good 
and regular standing" -converted through the influences of an 
idiot in the family and a fanatic in the church. 

BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Christianity teaches a belief in a personal-therefore necessarily 
finite-creator, endowed with infinite attributes; as omniscience, 
omnipresence. etc. 
. Buddhism (by which term we mean the esoteric form included 
in theosophy) denies creation and affirms eternal evolution, re
curring in cycles, obedient to intelligent laws. These laws, upon 
ultimate analysis, resolve themselves into the great unknowable 
first cause, in which personality finds no place. It thus far en
tirely agrees with the deductions of science. 

Christianity recognizes only soul and body. 
Buddh~sm divides man into several principles, which manifest 

through the body as a vehicle. 
Christianity teaches salvation through the grace or favor of its 

personal God. 
Buddhism relies' upon individual exertion, only aided by advice 

and guidance. 
Christianity teaches the forgiveness or remission of sin through 

'personal intercession and favor. 
Buddhism teaches Karma, or the eternal relation of cause and 

effect, on the moral and spiritual planes as surely as upon the 
material. It recognizes no forgiveness; only expiation. 

Christianity denies evolution. 
Buddhism ~trongly affirms it; and is here again in accord with 

science. 
Christianity denies reincarnation, or the repeated return to 

earth of the evolving monad, or soul. . 
In Buddhism this is a basic belief. 
Christianity recognizes in Christ a personal savior; an incarna

tion of its personal creator. 
Buddhism affirms that Christs, Buddhas, and other avatars are 

only glorious developments of the spiritual power potential in 
every human soul. 

The Christian believes his single experience in matter of how
ever brief duration is followed by an eternal heaven or hell, as 
the case may be. 

Buddhism teaches innumerable posl-morlan states, each exactly 
corresponding to the deserts of the personality, and created by it 
according to immutable law, and each ending with ultimate re
birth. 

If we now examine into a few only of these differences with 
closer attention to detail, we shall be still better able to judge of 
their respective merits. 

The personal Jehovah of the Christians seems to be an fm
measureably inferior conception to the Parabrahm of the Buddhist, 
or the Ain Soph of the Kabalists. As painted in the Old Testa
ment, he is simply a magnificent man. Instead of the text as it 
now stands, it might, with greater justice, read: "And man cre
ated God; in the image of man created they him." The Jewish 
Jehovah is infinitely superior to man in some respects, infinitely 
worse in others. He creates man and "repents'~ of his act and, 
like a disappointed inventor, destroys his imperfect designs. He 
delights in blood and suffering, is offended with Cain, who offers 
the pure first-fruits of the fields, and is pleased with Abel's car
nivorous cruelty in sacrificing the firstlings of his flocks. He 
directs his chosen people, when fighting with their enemies, to 
slay the strong and vigorous, the aged and weak, the mother and 
babe, with an inhuman and appalling mercilessness, and only ex
cepts from the massacre the young and lovely virgins. He 
promptly 'betrays his people into the power of their enemies if 

they offend or disobey him. He leads them into temptation and 
deals out fearful punishments if they yield. He is jealous of his 
worshipers, revengeful toward his enemies, merciful and kind 
only to those who love and obey him. He is unstable in his 
decisions, repenting now of his love and again of his anger. He 
is to be revered, feared, and obeyed precisely as men in ancient 
days revered, feared, and even worshiped their mortal rulers. 

In Buddhism, on the contrary, there is no personal interference. 
The personality is under the action of an ir:npersonal law, of 
which it is folly to predicate justice or injustice. If we set cer
tain causes in action certain effects will result; if we originate a 
different set of causes, still other effects will follow-all in accord
ance with fixed and unchangeable law, entirely disconnected in 
either case with any desire to punish or reward, or feeling of love 
or anger toward us. We have the most perfect freedom of choice 
in our actions. The evolutionary impulse, however, compels us 
to choose daily and hourly, and such choice is moulding our 
future destinie3 and prepuing the conditions of coming exist
ence. 

Again, in the Christian dogma of the forgiveness of sin, reason 
sees the grossest injustice. The murderer, who sends his victim 
unprepared into eternity, and consequently into hell, rarely fails 
in reaching heaven himself. He has the opportunity for personal 
intercession and consequent forgiveness. Forgiveness is Chris
tianity's fatal defect. Protestantism looks with horror upon the 
'alleged sale of "indulgences" by the Catholic church during the 
Middle Ages, and yet forgiveness is an ever-present, entirely 
gratuitous indulgence. Sin is enjoyed with little fear indeed, if 
immunity is assured in the form of future pardon. 

The effect of this dogma· has always' been viewed with distrust 
by scientific moralists. More than a hundred years since, a 
writer upon this subject, while speaking of the tendency of the 
Greeks and Romans to attribute their action to angelic or de
moniac influence, says: "St. Paul adopted the still more com
fortable doctrine of grace, which served full as well to emancipate 
the consciences of the faithful from the shackles of practical 
morality." 

If it be true, as Buddhism and science both affirm, that there 
is no cause without its corresponding effect, then the far-reaching 
consequences of this error become at once apparent. Lulled 
into fanciful security by the false mirage of promised forgiveness, 
the soul indulges in acts which can not but produce terrible effects 
in physical and mental suffering. 

Compared with this tenet, the Buddhist doctrine of Karma, .or 
the cons~rvation of force upon the moral plane, is infinitely su
perior. It satisfies both. reason and justice. "As ye sow, so 
shall ye reap." It bars favor and precludes accident. No soul 
is lost because of circumstances over whicp. it has no control. 
There is am pIe opportunity in its succes:.ive material incarnations. 
Nature permits it to try again, and again, and again. The rich 
and nobly-born are now reaping the Karma of past lives, and 
perhaps creating new, which will land them at their next rebirth 
in the lowest slums of poverty. So is the eternal balance ever 
struck. No error is possible, for our own hands enter each item 
in the great book of accounts. 

Nor will the Christhtn belief in a single incarnation of the soul" 
bear the light of reason or justice. To examine one point alone 
is sufficient. All its various sects, without exception, teach that' 
newly- born babes, especially if they are baptized, go directly at 
death into eternal paradise. The Christian father, then, who 
first baptizes and then destroys his infant, would be acting with 
perfect consistency. If he permits it to live, he risk~ for it the 
awful peril of its succumbing to the temptations of hfe and so 
losing its soul. If, on the contrary, he takes its life, he assures its 
happiness forever. It is obviously unfair to the poor, tempted 
"grown-ups" that babes should be saved simply because they are 
forlunate to die before they have an opportunity to fall. The 
fact agrees but poorly, too, with the leak-stopping dogma of 
"original sin." 

In truth, reincarnation guided by Karma-which, in another 
respect, is the magneto-molecular affinities'generated by the ego 
during the material phases of its existence-is the only key to 
much that must otherwise remain a mass of hopeless contradic
tions and inconsistencies. _The single birth brings man, with no 
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will or volition of his own, upon the earth plane. His bodily 
traits and his social conditions are forced upon him; or, worse 
still, are a mere matter of shame. He may be born Prince of 
Wales or a Hottentot. In either case he must accept the pre
scribed formula of "faith," after which both prince and blacka
moor spend a" never-ending eternity" side by side, twanging 
harps in praise of him who has so graciously" saved" them.

How great a contrast this last is to the Buddhist doctrine of an 
ever-becoming, an et~rnal progression, until, at some period so 
distant that it eludes even the imagination, man shall become 
one with the creative wisdom and energy which bade him forth 
on his cycle of evolution.-JEROME A. ANDERSON, M. D., in the 
Argonaut. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON AND THOMAS PAINE. 

The San Jose Mercury magnifies Alexander Hamilton as the 
" Father of the Constitution," resents any attempt to belittle the 
greatness of his character, and says that" next to Washington he 
will always stand in the history of the Republic." 

It is true that the framework of the Federal Constitution, 
adopted by the Convention on the 17th of September, 1787, was 
constructed by Hamilton, a delegate from New York. But such 
was the imperfection oJ the instrument that it became a Hercu
lean task for Hamilton to induce the States to ratify it, and his 
own state, New York, held ofT until July 26, 1788, before it gave 
its consent, while North Carolina did not ratify it until Novem
ber 21., 1789, and Rhode Island until May 29, 1790. 

Nor would the constitution of 1787 have been adopted at all, 
but for the understanding that a series of amendments, already 
outlined, to make it more republican in its character, would 
speedily be adopted. . 

Those amendments, twelve in number, were accordingly sub
mitted at-the first session of the Federal Congress, in 1789, and 
ten of them were ratified in the course of a year. Without those 
ten amendments the Constitution would have proved a: dead fail
ure. And those amendments are almost a literal· repetition of 
articles contained in the bill of rights prefixed to the constitution 
of the state of Pennsylvania,adopted in 1776, which were framed 
by Thomas Paine. A complete copy of that bill of rights will be 
found in Paine's" Dissertation on Government." It is true 
that Paine does not distinctly say that he drew up the said bill of 
rights, but the evidence that he did is conclusive, not only 
from his treatment of the subject but from the style of the doc
ument itself. It contains sixteen article3, the first one of· which 
is as follows: 

That all men are born equally free and independ:!nt, and have certain 
natural, inherent, and unalienable rights, amongst which are, the enjoying 
and defending life and liberty; acquiring, possessing, and protecting 
property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. 

This article is substantially repeated in the second paragraph 
of the Declaration of Independence, which has been proved to 
have been drafted by Paine. And to show that the two contem
porary papers had a common author, the word II independent" 
in the above bill of rights was originally written in the draft of 
the Declaration of Independence, but was stricken out by Con
gress. And not only that, but other changes were made in the 
same paragraph, \vhich, as reporteo, conformed more nearly to 
the articles of the Pennsylvania bill of rights. . 

Should it be asked, "Why did not Paine claim the authorship' 
of the said bill of rights?" the answer is he was not that kind 
of a man. Most people think that he was as open an agitator as 
Henry George. On the contrary this very "Dissertation on Gov
ernment," published in I 786, is the first literary work to which 
he signed his own name. _ For eleven years he had been the 
most succ~ssful pamphleteer ever known (to say nothing of the 
Letters of Junius, which he had previously written in England 
from 1769 to 1772), and yet all his essays up to 1786 were anon
ymous, his usual signature being" Common Sense." Nor did 
he avow himself-the author of another essay until 1791, when he 
defended the H Rights of Man" against the assaults of Edmund 
Burke on the revolutionists of France. After that he became 
known to the public as a political writer, just as "Boz" became 
known as Dickens. But yet Paine continued to use the signa
ture "Common Sense" down to the last years of his life, rarely 

signing hi:; 0 ,va name to an essay. He was one of the mo:;t se
cretive and philanthropic men that ever lived, and what was still 
more extraordinary, from first to last he steadfastly refused to re
ceive the profits on the publication of his writings, which always 
had an immense sale. W. H. BURR. 

\Vashington, D. C., May 17, 1889. 

. RELIGION. 

" T-he leading error of the human mind, the bane of human 
happiness, the blind guide of human reason, is religion." Thus 
spoke one of the ancients two thomand years ago, and the truth 
of his assertion is made apparent not only by history, but by 
present conditions. Religion has enslaved the mind of man and 
cursed his existence from the very beginning of the race, and as 
ignorance and fear must have surrounded and encompassed him 
at that time, the origin of religion is plainly evident. Knowing 
nothing of natural laws, and fighting for existence against the de
structive forces of nature; finding good and evil in every condi
tion of life, no wonder ignorance led to superstitious beliefs, and 
a God to be worshiped and a devil to be feared found birth in 
his brain and became the basis of all religions. But the question 
now rises, How much longer is mankind to be enslaved by the 
crude superstitions of remote and ignorant ancestors? Isn't it 
about time that reason, based upJn known facts, should super
sede the fears of ignorance as a rule for human action? Hasn't 
the progress of mankind been retarded long enough by the 
worshiping of an unknown God, and the degradation of reason 
by the exaltation of faith, alias credulity? It would seem so; 
and yet the attem pt to perpetuate religion, and to engraft its 
senseless doctrines upon the minds of the people, is the life work 
of numberless fanatics and the persist~nt endeavor of many good 
but deluded enthusiasts. 

If religion was of any practical benefit to the world, it would 
have some reason for deserving perpetuity, but while the fact 
confronts us that it is an unmitigated curse, the most desirable 
thing about it is its extinction. Religion depreciates the value 
of this life and exalts the importance of the next, of which it 
knows absolutely nothing. Natural desires are denounced as 
sinful, and to crucify the flesh is supposed to give God pleasure, 
in return for which the reward of such will be great in heaven. 
Consequently this world is not good enough for religious people, 
and they pine and whine for spiritual things where the soul can 
bask in the sunshine of glory, and imaginary possibilities will be 
realized in place of present realities. To one who retains his 
reason and takes a practical view of existence as we now find it, 
nothing seems more nonsensical and idiotic than to neglect the 
present for an unknown future; and while residing in a material 
world and occupying a body of flesh and blood, I for one pur,.. 
pose to seek happiness and pleasure in sensible instead of spirit
ual dreams. That physical comfort is the basis of all happiness 
is an undeniable fact; and none but religious fanatics will attempt 
to live a spiritual life in a material world. You can't do it, for 
conditions are not right; and all efforts to neglect or suppress, to 
stamp out or rise above the laws of matter, are evidence of pure 
and unadulterated foolishness. As our pet superstition, Christian
ity, seems losing its grip on the minds of the people, an attempt 
is being generally made to replace it with theosophical teachings, 
which are inseparably connected with Buddhism. Though 
Theosophy denies being a religon with creed and code, it does 
advance all the idiotic and impractical theories of Oriental're
ligions.- The" killing of desire" is one of the leading articles 
in the April number of the Theosophist published in India and 
widely circulated in this country, and the hobby of theosophy is 
to develop spirituality by holding mat~r in contempt, and per
sistently trying to crush out every natural desire-to" shift the 
centre of consciousness" and become a spiritual what-is-it? 
Says the brilliant writer under the head of '('killing desire," there 
are two plans for so doing; one is to kill it by ignoring it whilst 
still remaining in its sphere, and the other is to rise above it en
tirely. This latter process he declares cannot be explained in 
words, but" must be grasped if at all by the intuitions." Just 
so ! and thus is another startling truth revealed to an ignorant 
world from far--away India, where two religious sects were created 
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from one, because of inability to agree on these important ques
tions: "May salt be preserved in horn by the monks for future 
use?" "May solid food be eaten by them after the hour of ' 
noon? ., "May fermented drinks which look like water l:>e 
drunk? " "May seats covered by cloths be used? " Colonel 
H. S. Olcutt is now engaged in· the important work of unit
ing these two halves of the Buddhist church, and in a late 
address for that purpose, he says: "Does it seem worth while 
that the vast Buddhist family should be estranged from each 
other for such que~tions as these?" That they' have been, shows 
conclusively what senseless imbeciles religion produces. 

The poorest people on the face of the globe, the most servile, 
abject, and the most destitute of energy, am biti<;.m and progres
~iv'e characteristics, are found in India; and still their religion, 
which, in connection with climate, has made them what they 
are, is considered desirable for other nations; ~nd a writer 
clamoring for a universal religion thinks their Buddhism would 
fill the bill. Says h~: "It is unnecessary to attempt to describe 
the benefit that would result from the establishment in the 
United States of a universal religion for the masses. America is 
ripe for it, and only needs the earnest efforts of a few brave, 
self-sacrificing souls who will stand firmly by their convictions, 
to bring it to successful issue." Let us hope he is as much mis
taken regarding possible success, as he is in regard to the need 
of such a religion, and I believe he is. What the masses really 
want is better food and more of it; comfortable homes and the 
necessities of physical existence. Their" spiritual welfare" is 
not bothering them much, and if the mind of childhood could 
escape the influence of a mercenary priesthood, whose business 
is to pervert reason and distort the intellect, religions of all kinds 
would cease to prevail. The world has never known a religion 
that did not hold this world in contempt; that did not denounce 
nature and nature's laws, and strive to demonstrate that bodies 
of flesh and blood are an injury to man's spiritual nature; that 
to be pure he must rise above the flesh and everything material. 
I have no patience with that class of lunatics who find nothing in 
this world as it should be, and who regard it as sinful to eat a 
square meal of victuals; whose idea of purity is impotence and 
poor health; whose idea of spirituality and consumption is 
£ynonymous, and whose idea of life is a stagnant pool without a 
ripple on its surface. 

I have no wish to crush one natural.desire, or to become too 
" pure" for m'y body and earthly surroundings: I want the good 
things of this life, and propose to have them when I can; and 
keeping constantly in mind the fact that temperance in all things 
is conducive to health and happiness, I will try to complete the 
journey to the grave without religion and free from unsatisfied 
yearnings for heaven. 

This world is good enough for me when conditions are right, 
and the duty of mankind is to regulate conditions for human 
happiness here and now, and not try to become a spiritual being 
until nature makes the change. C. SEVERANCE. 

WOMAN SUPPRAGE. 

Miss Susan B. Anthony is in this city, says the Indianapolis 
Journal"a guest of Mrs. May \Vright Sewall. Miss Anthony has 
just returned from Kansas, and her conversation with the reporter 
yesterday was, of course, upon the theme of woman suffrage. 
"The work," said she, "is going on in Washington territory very 
earnestly, our endeavor being to get delegates elected to the con
stitutional convention of a character to firmly establish woman 
suffrage in the state's constitution. They had woman's suffrage 
in that territory, but the De!llocratic judges appointed by Cleve
land declared that the legislature had no right to extend suffrage 
to women. This was an absurd decision, but it served to keep 
the women from voting. We want the adjective' male' left out, 
so that any citizen twenty-one years old may exercise the right of 
suffrage. 

" During the past winter there have been municipal suffrage 
bills before the legislatures of nine different states. Some.of 
these carne near passing, but not quite. I have not done ~uch 
traveling during the past few months. I have been in Arkansas. 
I had a series af meetings there last February_ The suffrage ,ques

tion is almost 'entirely new there, but I felt that all the people 
there needed was speakers to enlighten them, and that when they 
had knowledge of the subject the people in time would be with 
us. The legislature of Mi.'souri has just given women school 
suffrage. This makes sixteen states where women have a right 
to vote on school questions. Indiana and Illinois have not come 
into line, neither has Ohio. In nearly all the states women may 
be elected to the school boards, and in many of the northern 
states they are elected, In Kansas the counties have women on 
such boards. I left Leavenworth last Saturday night. I was 
there through the city election-the third election at which wo
men have had an opportunity to vote. Nearly all over the state 
it was the law and order ticket-whether the prohibition law 
should be enforced. 

"There are 283 places called 'cities' in Kansas., In 1867 the 
legislature passed a law giving women the right to sign or with
hold signature from liquor dealers' petitions. The liquor inter
est went to work and had a law passed that in cities of the 
first and second class it would not be necessary to get women's 
names to the petitions. After this they again went to the leg
islature, and, had settlements of 250 and more made cities. 
Now the whole state is under the rule of women, and they 
have the absolute control of all laws for the suppression of 
the social vices. They hold the balance of power, and are 
learning to use it. There are three cities where women have 
full official boards, absolute control, mayor and common councils, 
etc. These places are Oskaloosa, Cottonwood Falls, and Ross
ville." , 

WASHINGTON AND PAINE. 

Philip Schaff, " D. D.," LL. D., in a recent article on George 
Washington, says of the" father of his country:" "He made no 
mistakes; there are no black spots on his reputation." 

Now, while \Vashington was a great and wise man, justly hon
ored not only in America but throughout the civilized world, he 
was not perfe<;t, and neither his private nor his public life was 
without" mistakes." The real Washington, like the real Lin
coln, was very human; neither was faultless. Both are entitled 
to our respect and gratitude because of their high character and 
great services; but it is not necessary to ignore their limitations 
and deny their mistakes in order to invest them with superhuman 
qualities. ' 

The following letter by Washington to Capt. Job Thompson, 
dated" Mount Vernon, 2 July, 1766," is alone enough to show 
that Washington was far from perfect: 

SIR: With this letter comes a negro (Tom), which I b:!g the favor of 
you to sell in any of the islands you may go to, for whatever he Will 

fetch, and bring me in return frum him: 
One hhd. of best molasses. 
One ditto of best rum. 
One barrel of lymes, if good and cheap. 
One pot of tamarinds, containing about 10 lbs. 
Two small ditto of mixed sweetmeats, about SIbs. each. 
And the residue, much or little, in good old spirits. 
That this fellow is both a rogue and a runaway (tho' he was by no 

means remarkable for the former, and never practised the latter till of 
late), I shall not pretend to deny, but that he is exceedingly healthy, 
strong, and good at the hoe, the whole neighborhood can testify, and par
ticularly Mr. Johnson and his son, who have both had him under them as 
foreman of the gang; which gives me reason to hope he may, with your 
good management, sell wel1, if kept clean and trim'u up a little when 
offered for sale. 

, I shall very cheerfully allow you the customary commission.s on this 
affair, and must beg the favor of you (lest he should attempt 1115 escap'2) 
to keep him handcuffed till you get to sea, or in the bay, after whi.:i\ 1 
doubt not but you may make him very useful to you. 

I wish you a pleasant and a prosperous passage, and a safe and speedy 
return. 

In eulogizing Washington, Schaff gratifies his priestly spite by 
reviling the man whose pen, during the Revolution, was as pow
erful as the sword of Washington. He says: ' 

Even Washington in his lifetime had his revilers and slanderers. Tom 
Paine, the Infidel, haet the impudence to bark against this cathedral, and 
to publish this attack against the president: "As for you, Mr. Wash. 
ingte.n, posterity will be at a lo:;s to decide whether you are an apostate 
from good principles,' or whether you ever had any." Where b Tom 
Paine now, and where will the modern ad\'ocat.: of his Infidelity be in the 
next generation? 
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It is true that Paine wrote a letter reflecting severely, and no 
do doubt unjustly, on W <1shington; but the letter was addressed 
to Wa~hingLon, and while he was living. It was written, too, when 
Paine was stung to indignation by the indifference to his fate shown 
when he was in a French prison by Washington's administration. 
He had rendered this country great service during the Revolu
tion, and he f eIt keenly the neglect of Washington when the latter 
could by his infiuencehave aided him. What Jefferson after
wards did, and what Monroe wrote, are well known. Washing
ton's course in this matter is fairly op~n to censure, but it does 
not justify the strong language which Paine used. But if Paine 
erred in thus writing Washington under a sense of neglect and 
ingratitude, what shall be said of Schaff's article-written to praise 
one patriot and at the same time to disparage the character and 
ignore the services of another, because of his religious belief? 

" Where is Tom Paine now?" His memory is cherished by 
millions, and every year his character and services are better un.,. 
derstood and appreciated, and it is probable that his praises will 
be spoken in every land where liberty is loved, long after the 
name of "Philip Schaff, D.D., LL. D.," has ceased to be known 
among men. \Vithin half a dozen years, one Christian minister 
has quoted Paine's statement of his religious belief as " true re
ligion," and another has claimed him as a representative of the 
"best and most enlightened Christianity" of this century. Paine's 
"Infidelity" was no, finality! but it was clearly in the direction of 
truth, and he was a brave pioneer in religious as well as in polit
ical reform. The orthodox clergy still hate him, and allow no 
opportunity to pass without abusing him. " A live ass may kick 
a dead lion." -B. F. U., in the Investigator. 

OREGON STATE CONVENTION. 

To the Liberals of Oregon: 
The members of the Silverton Se"cular Union; of Silverton, 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all the Liberals of Oregon to 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June 22 and 
23, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a state association on 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalism, to co;;operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 
is to represent no intellectual creed, but simply equal rights 
and impartial liberty. It is to be organized in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General Grant-" Keep the church and 
state forever separate." • 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

J. W. MCCLURE, President of Silverton Secular Union. 
,R. D. ALLEN, Secretary, 

MRS. CARRIE FITZGERELL, } 

H. D. MOUNT, Executive Committee. 
E. WOLFARD, 

Good Priend Parsons. 

To the Editors 0/ Freethought: . 
I see by your late issue that it takes money to run a Freethought 

paper-more than I was aware of. Your friends have come forward gen
erously to your aid; and now, as you are still on praying grounds, you 
may put me down for $10 per year. SAMOS PARSONS. 

San Jose. 

Practical Work. 

10 the Editors of Freethough!: 
I am truly thankful that the paper will be sustained. We cannot do 

better than to send a gift of two or three or more papers to those 'we 
think would read them. By so doing spread the Liberal ideas on pro
gress and give the superstitions of the past a thorough airing. Find $5 
inclosed. 

oBut keeping the paper alive is not all that is needed:- We need local 
organization, and must sustain meetings, or we soon lose the interest that 
our workers in the lecture field create by a course of lectures. 

We have eighteen names pledged to sustain meetings in Santa Ana, 
Orange, and Anaheim-50 c~nts monthly, due the first of the month. 
When but few turn out it does not pay to hire a hall; so during the sum

mer we will meet at the parlors or gardens of believers, and thus save a 
little sum to pay speakers that may visit us. I do wish that some of the 
reverends would get up courage to debate with friend W. F. Jamieson, 
as I really think he coulcldo a mighty work on this coast face to face 
with" clergymen. Our Presbyterian, Rev. Elliot, is said to have answered 
Putnam after he left. I did not hear it, though one who did declared it 
was an easy thing to do. But my guess is that it will be a hard thing 
for those who heard Mr. Putnam, to forget the telling points he made on 
"Robert Elsmere." I find that the uncharitable Christians prefer to 
shun out-spoken Liberals rather than converse with them. But all we 
have to do is to assert our respectability by our lives and work to make 
the Nine Demands popular, and cultivate our social natures by meeting to 
sing, recite, and read, interspersed by short speeches, which will make 
us all wiser and more capable to meet our opposers and sustain our ideas 
with dignity. Above all let us learn to avoid error and search for truth~ 

Anaheim. K. PARKER. 

"The Universe Analyzed." 
To the Editors 0/ Free/hough!: 

I have just read this excellent work, by John R. Kelso, and desire to 
express a few thoughts upon its merits. 

Such a work is much needed at the present time, when old and igno
rant ideas of the creation are being changed to a knowledge of the true 
laws of the fqrmation of worlds through evolution. , 

It is time the world had a new genesis, as all religions are based upon 
a cosmos, and erroneous conceptions of the universe and the laws govern
ing it, when thus perpetuated, are hardest to dislodge from the mind. 

That" the universe is eternal," must be admitted, and this is far less 
difficult than to conceive of a god or gods existing in an eternal vacuum 
b~fore creation began. 

It is all-sufficient to reason from the known to the unknown in the con
templation of infinity. This is so plainly shown in this work that a child 
might grasp the idea, and thus be far better fitted in after years to solve 
other problems of existence than when taught the absurd ideas of Bible 
chronology and anthropology. ,-

Ifail to see why so lucid an author rejects the word" duration," as its 
application to time is the same as the measurement of distance to space. 
\Vithout a sense of duration one would need be in space where there were 
no revolving worlds to measure time. We need the word duration, or its 
equivalent, in speaking of this fragment of time, and of the unfolding of 
our little solar system, though we are unable to grasp the infinity of du
ration" or of infinite space, yet we can measure both in a limited sense. 

The religion of humanity, which is to supersede all creeds in the near 
future, will be based on the right understanding of the universe and the 
laws governing all formations and sentient life. 

This book is of mnch value in assistmg the mind to discover errors of 
past teachings and to find the truth. L. HUTCHINSON. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 
~ 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton ........ Or., June 22,23, Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, 

Stayton .•....... " " .... 24, Union ..... Or. " .... 29, 30, 

Mills City" •.•• " ".25, 26, Baker City, " Sept ..... ' ... I, 
Turner ...... ' .. " " .. " 27, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 
Eola ........... " " .... 28, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, _ 

Canby ...•..... " " .. 29, 30 Fox Valley ....•• Or., Sept. 9, 10, 
Molalla ........ " July .... 3,4, Long Creek ...... " " 11,12, 

Kalama ...... W. T.," ... 6, 7, Hamilton ........ " " '14, IS, 

Starks Point, W. T., and vicinity, Monument ...... " 16,17, 

July 9, 10, II, 12, 13, Hay Stack ....•.. "" 18, 
Astoria .........Or., J ul y ... 14, Lone Rock......" " 19, 20, 

Stella .......... W. T.," 15,16,17, FossiL .......... " " 21,22, 

Oswego .•...... Or., " 18, 19, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Arnold's Grove .. " " 20, 21, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept. ••.. 29, 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 
Coburg ..... " Aug ........ 7, 8, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 

Lebanon .... " " .......... 9,- 6, 7, 

Olympia .•.W.T.," ...... 11, 12, Linkville .....Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13, 14, Sacramento .•....... Ca1., Oct. 20, 

Davenport, " " ....•. 17, 18, San Francisco ...•.•• " "27, 
Rosalia, W. T., and vicinity, Aug. Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

19, 20, 21, 22, of November, 
Dayton ....W. T., Aug .... 24, 25, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

December. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 3z3 Eddy st., S. F. . 
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FOR SALE 
An interest in a Factory for manufacturing 

The Best Fanning Mill 

On the Coast. 

Upward of $5,000 invested in Patent 
Right, Factory, and Stoc~. Ready sales 
and large profits. 

WANTED: A man to take an active 
p3.rt in the business-a splendid chance 
for an energetic man-a Liberal preferred. 

We refer you to S. P. Putnam, editor, 
who is personally acquainted with us. 

Address, Box 269, 
East Portland, Or. 

"MODERN THOUGHT," 
-Devoted to the-

SPIRITUALIZATIOl~ OF HUMANITY, 
Published Monthly by 

CHARLES FILLMORE, 
JOURNAL BUILDING, KANSAS CITY, MO. 

$1 P<!r Year-Sample Copy Free. 

Christian Science, Metaphysical, Theosophi
cal, Spiritual, and all kinds of reform literature 
for sale. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, J.V~ws, /£ard1.tJare, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. eoast and San Geronimo Paper Mill:; 

. 414 and 416 Clay st., S. p. 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CL~Y STREET, 
San Francisco. 

•)4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 karat Gold. IIma~1 size Badge Pin.................. 2 ()()
14 karat G"ld. small size Badge Pill .................. 2 75 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge ·Pin...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Lar~e Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain)..... ~ 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma 1 Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Cha~m (for watch chain)... .... 5 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, set so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Bent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre
sented or monf>Y refunded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal 

A FEW DAYS IN AHE:..NS. 
By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 
the Greek Philvsopher, and of the Author' 
Price, cloth, 75 cents. 

Nature's Religion. 

What precept prompts our minds within to dwell 
Upon the themes beyond our mortal view? 

Can one become profound enough to tell 
Things which the wisest never dreamed they 

knew? 

'Tis said, without a hope for future life 
(A future state which many claim to know), 


Our functions here would be in constant strife, 

Our dwelling dark and dreary here below. 


With those let hope inspire who are inclined, 
For well some solace in them found a place; 

And those who know that state may lead the 
blind-

A nobler duty ne'er was given grace. 

What's dark and drear in life's simplicity? 
What, though our path be cropping out with 

thorns? 
In Nature rough are ger.1s of rarity; 

Philosophy our task of life adorns. 

With reason high enthroned and truth our shield, 
With right within and duty for our guide, 

Are we not armed, then, for the battlefield
To conquer Fear and banish Error's pride? 

These weapons crown with vict'ry human life, 
E'en though in bliss eternal we are laid; . 

They cause us to be men in man.ly strife, 
And, for our cooling comfort, make. the shade. 

To Superstition let us bid adi:!u, 
And reason out our way as best we can; 

There is naught else for us that we can do 
And still remain and be an honest man. 

If from EfIects to Cause we cannot trace 

Phenomtna most grand, or spirical, 


'1'were better far to turn an honest face 

Than credit thought of any miracle. 


And would it not be best to never know 
The causes Nature's mighty hands display, 

Than be the victim- savage is the blow-
Of false, though pious, teachings of the day? 

The Light of Science, Progress, and the Truth, 
Is at command to aid us to divine 

The better way to live to age from youth. 
,Oh, may that light of noon-day ever shine! 

Humanity's a field of broad domain, 
Where Mercy, Love, and Charity may dwell; 

It demonstrates this life were not in vain, 
Impelled to. duty needs no Heaven nor Hell.

°Freedom, open wide thy pearly gate! 
Let Reason stand emblazoned on thy throne! 

Enlightenment and truth necessitate 
Thy presence and thy counterpart at home. 

W. W. BURGESS. 

A LAWYER of Temple Court was looking 
over 30me papers his German client had 
brought, and every signature had a menace 
in it, as it stood: "A Schwindler." "Mr. 
Schwindler, why don't you write your name 
some other way; write out your first name, 
or something? I don't want people to 
think you are a swindler." VeIl, my Got, 
sir, how much better you think that looks?" 
And he wrote: "Adam Schwindler." 

SIR CHARLES BOWEN told a story at Lon
don, of a nameless American town. The 
town contained three places of worship. All 
three were crowded Sunday mornings with 
worshipers. One Sunday, however, the 
devout people of the three churches found 
the pulpits empty, and they dispersed with
out hearing the sermon. The explanation 
was given by a fun-loving young lady who 
had addressed to the clergymen an anony
mous note, containing this sentence: "Fly; 
all is discovered." They fled. ., 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that,J have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
0(, It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under. 
stand well. 

A model of the above\dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He ii also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wrilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 

cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, I 0 cents. Address 

PtJTNA~[ & MACDONALD • 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephe.n Girard's m~g.nificent 

bequest to PhiladelphIa by the Chnstlan 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL -WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND- WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an cxpc'rt in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. ,In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. ' In best op~n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

. jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inSIde glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, f23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis Xl V. styIe, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in I4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S.::nt subject to approval, and cash refunded ifnot strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Bcst Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxi,lry) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 R()g~rs Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.7 5 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
,Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDR.EADON, , , of Edinhurgh, Scot;. 

I; ~ ,'2rrl:,G:~v~;.~r~ u~~~:'~';i~~~ I;l~l :;,tl~~, ~~e.i ~.l(~~';~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 
ltt," r'ut" lio:-i .. ty. 1,1. nc , v , at:II'UllIg, a ,nd 'Very In.tructlve.'' 

& Lt the most poilu-at' and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rOYen by the lIlLIe of lIulr tI Million to be the m('st popula R 
Readable IJecanse written in 1an!lu~e plain, chaste, and furcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation of 'l!ooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by wbICh tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physlI"iaus, clergymen, crjt-t~, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kllOW," Will find it interestin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW, F EAT'URE htst introduced, consists of a ~ri.
• of beautiful 4'olol'",d unntCJ~ 

l~nl ~hnrt•• infive colurs.. guaranteoor:- u;~eriQr to any; efore otfiered in a iA>~ • 
ular phYlliologiC91 book. arid rendering it Rltain the mo~t attractive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we a!rcady found 1\ trold m _'ne in i~ :Hr.
work for Koehler wntt:R: .. I RollI the fir.;t 51l1: boQk4 ill two 
hours... M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. ScnMor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(£ll.lI. MfmtllJlIe 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 diffe rence is in paper and binding. 


JIIJIUUY WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\ew J~rk. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPI r. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAl\I, M.D., A l\1agazl11e of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. / Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

TONY.-" That minister must have been 
very brave to help save those girls at the 
fire." Bony.---:-" You think so, eh? He 
just stood below and held the ladder." 

GOOD Minister.-" Yes, children, we all 
bave besetting sins. So have ,I, like the 
rest. Now \\That do you suppose is my be
setting sin?" Bright Boy.--:-" Talking." 

A LITTLE boy ,"vas told at Sunday-school 
that when he died he would leave his body 
here. After returning home he was much 
troubled in regard to it and questioned his 
parents. His mother explamed by saying: 
" You will take all the good with you but 
leave all the naughty here below." He 
thought a moment, and, looking up said: 
"Well, I guess I'll be awful thin when 1 
get there." 

TALMAGE says: "The church, if it would 
do its duty, could convert the worlJ in ten 
years. It has the men and the money." 
" Perhaps so," says the Independent, "but 
it must turn over a new leaf of generosity 
very soon if is going to und_ertake so great 
and speedy a task. The Brooklyn Taber
nacle last year, with 4,126 members re
ported, gave $15 I to home missions" and 
$138 to foreign missions." 
============:::-=----------==.., 
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A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the most successful (in
lipecialty) as his practke w.ll 
surely prove. 'fhe· Doctur 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weakness. impotency, &c., 
suIting from indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should send ten 110 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CUBE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, aud should 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Ccmmunications Strictly Gonfidential. 
--Plain Envel(lpe~ used. The book spoken of sent sealed, 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLO'TS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY 
:say where yuu saw this Advertisement. 

[From the WaBhington National View.]
Dr. Felluws. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to aU those in need of a. kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have bten assailed and exposed by the prcss,
but, Ur. Fellows. a speciali6t, in bls line, stands foremost 
in bis professi;Jn, and the cncomiums showered UDon him 
publicly as well as in private, are llatterill~ evidenccs of 
the higb appreciation and cOlltideuce his long and consc:cn
tious devotion to bill specialties in his proft'sRion have 80 
justly merited for Lim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testiauonial. 
'VEST LIBERT\", 0., Aug. ]2,1888. 

DR. R. P. FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy you Bent 
is WOlkiug like a charm. I am completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week. 
and that wcaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours res, ectfully, J. R. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite{! States. 
from young. middl'" ,aged lind elderly men. snffel'lng from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who 301 e now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of diseases. As I am an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money on 
Christian doctol'B. DR. FKLLOWil. 
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WM.· W. NOBLE, 

I\1ercharit Tailor 

7222 STOCKTON ST. 
Bet. P.lcific and Broauway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECL~L1'Y. 

Kearny and Montgo.mery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPnONE No.. 635 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(lto;crs & Ghilstrom.) 

Commercial Bu~ine,~ aud Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FHANCISCO, CAL. 

PllCIPIC CARl{IAGE C(). 

BUSINESS OFPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 


OLIVER ·I(INCKUW SUPERINTENDENT 


Centra! Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corne's Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


.r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

. 375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE TWENTIETH· CENTURY. 
Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 


Regeneration. 


HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 

Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are open for the absolutely free 
discussion of all religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub· 
scription one dollar r 

Sampl~ copiu fret. All su;scrib~rs wit. 
receive a copy of lIfr. Pentecost's book, "What 
1 Belie7}~." Address 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
NO.4 Warren street, New York. 

THE LATEST F4L\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS POR.................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ....................................................... 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER POR.. .... ...... .... ...... ........... .................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 

C:E3:~S. F.. :BU:£l.O-DI..[.A.~. 


TAILOR, 

-·-101 FIF'J.lH STREET 101

P. A. CfJARK. elIAS. W. CLA UK 
r~EL'v'lSBUlxG's ~ORKS. 

DIAMOND VALLE Y =:tlse Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. A:; a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects consi(iered NURSERIES. by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; theCLAltK BROS., PnoPRIE'roRs, Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very NURSERYMEN 
keform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church aud the Re
public.Gata/~as for Timber Culture a 

athers of the ReplIblic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and hauklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 

Have at Thf-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

Specialty. 
Cheatmg; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 

anti Orn.tmental Trees aud Vines. l'rostitution: Murder: Wars of Conquest and 
ExtermilJation; Despotism: Intolelance and

Orders Fillf;d bnd D~liver€-d on Short Notice. Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human SacSpecial Attention Given to Planting 
rifices: Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po

and Caring of Orchards lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
and Vmeyards. cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 

Address single copies, 25 cents: 6 copies, $1. Special
CLARK BROS., di:;count on larger quantities. 

Sd.n Jacinto, Cal Sabbath-Breaking. e This is the best and mostP. O. Box C, thorough work ever written. on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 

Food for Thought. handsome print. The question i:; discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab-

The pretty town of Orange is a perfect batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
exampie of the ravages caused by that ~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 

f f· .. h'b' . F ~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
phase 0 anatlCIsm-pro 1 IlIOn. ~ rom bath: Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
a live, busy, bustling4town it has become as Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
quiet as the grave. Will some one rise Sabbath: Testi.mony of \. hnslian Reformers, 
and explain why it is, that the minute pro- Scholars, a,n<l Divines; Abrog~tion of Sunday 
hibilion is enforced in a community from Laws Cl Price. 2Cj cents: 6 copIes, $1. 

. I' . d h' . ' d? Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
th~t mmut;~ I~germg e~t I? ~xp~nence . 504 Kearny st. San Prancis 
'TIS lrue, Us pIty; and PIty lIs tIS true.
Los Angeles Commercial Bulletin. ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 

Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 
Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents: The 

JINKS: "Do you suppose a man with a Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, J 5family can live on $1 a day and be a 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana

Christian? " sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 
Blinks: "Of course. lIe can't afford Address, E. D. SLENKER, 

to be anything else." Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YONE SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


The Book that the American Missionary Society tried to Suppress, but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and .an Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business in Japan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S -WORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. 
by an ~tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It b 
as perfect as sculpture.. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A ron1ance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has gellius. The divine 
creath-e spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, «;xpressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob· 
n-I G. Ingn-soil. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
01 the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first pab"e to last with 
the livng spirit of to.daY."-7ohn Swtll/Oll'/ 
ptlf.JJM' ~ 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-BIIlgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The llllivlru, 
Sail Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Ft1ote'z Heallh 
Jfonlhly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem.. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-Bos/on 
Imuslil'alor. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
l 

A Discussion between Gladstolle, Huxley, Mullet, Linton, 
ftevilie un the Contlict between Genesis and Geolou· 
l'rice, 00 cell ts. 

Coppered the Contribution Box. 

'Gene Carter broke out again the other 
night at the spread of the Supper Club 
over at Weber's. He told a story about a 
friend of his who was afflicted with a hair 
lip. This man was a thorough sport, and 
with him everything comes under the head 
of sporting. He was spending Sunday in 
an Eastern city, and he took a notion to 
pass the time by going around and seeing 
what the inside· of a church looked like. 
He listened attentively to a powerful ser
mon, and then he noticed the vestryman 
coming along his aisle with the collection 
plate. Everyone appeared to putsome
thing on this plate, and our hero pulled 
out a big roll of ones and twos, shucked off 
a dollar and laid it on the plate when it 
was passed him. He watched the vestry
man make his trip, and his eyes followed 
him as he returned up the aisle with the 
contributions. As he- passed the pew in 
which Carter's friend sat the latter could 
contain himself no longer, so he called out 
in a hoarse, hair-lipped whisper: "Hi, 
there-did I lose? "-Chicago Herald. 

"My son," said the father, after relating 
the story of the Prodigal son," tell me 
which of the characters in the narrative you 
are most inclined to sympathize with?" 
" Well, papa," replied the child, "I think 
that I should be disposed to sympathize 
most with the calf." _ . 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Churn. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cent.. 

The .Calholin Church and the Public School .. 
Pnce, 5 cents. ==n _---- --~.~.--=-------~_=~_. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMP1LED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

l'rice_ .......................... $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
c~~ose that a story should be founded on proba
blhty, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 


--from-
The North American Review 


-'-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are 'based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utaam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 



Freethoug:ht. 

A LIBERAL JOURNAL. 

VOL. II-No. 23. SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 1889. PRICE, TEN CENTS 

Entered 1I.t the Postoffice at San Francisco, Cal.. as Second-{llass :&Iail !\fatter Jan., 1888 may look for peace, but who can hope to see our home politicians 
FREETHOUGHT. agree over the question whether the policy adopted is that of 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, t 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, f EDITORS AND PUBI.ISHERS. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. 

Addrus all communications, and make all Drafts, Checks, and 
lIffmey Orders payable to Putnam c;,.. MacdonaM, 504 Kearny Sireet, 
Salt Francisco, Cal. FREETHOUGHT will be mpplied to the trade 6y 
the San Francisco ,News Company. 

SA~ FRANCISCO, JUNE 8, 1889. 

THE courts of Sidney, N. S. W., have decided that a Sunday 
paper cannot recove'r p3.y for advertisements, as the contract is 
illegal and'void. A fair construction of this ruling would make 
it impossible for a clergyman to collect his salary. 

THE National Secular Society, of England, holds its annual 
gathering in London June 9. Charles Bradlaugh will preside, 
which prevents him from being present at the unveiling of the 
Bruno monument in Rome, occurring on the same day. 

THE discussion of the Sunday question announced to take 
place between Elder Jones of the Seventh Day Adventists and 
the Rev. Wi.lbur F. Crafts, secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union, has fallen through. Elder Jones is ready and anxious 
for the fray, but Mr. Crafts is not. 

REPORT has it that Medium Colby will return from his sojourn 
in the north anl renew his warfare with the Chronicle. Mr. 
Colby is charged with being Parson Rains, of Hearne, Texas, 
and pleads not guilty. It is a question in which the general 
public has to a considerable extent lost its former interest. 

\VHEN the people of Japan aiopted a constitution guaranteeing 
"liberty of th~ press" they evidently did not know what the 
phrase meant, as one journalist and two printers have just been 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment for criticising the em
peror. There seems to be left in Japan a remnant of the delusion 
that an emperor is more than a man. 

THE pope shows his fear of trouble at the unveiling of the 
monument of Bruno,' whom his predecessor burnt at the stake, 
by ordering that on the day of the ceremony all the papal guards 
and police shall keep within the grounds of the Vatican, and 
that those on furlough return immediately. He needs to guard 
his palace against the people of his own city who know him best. 

OUR commissioners to Berlin are reported to have effected a 
treaty with Germany and England restoring home rule to Samoa. 
Germany and America are to have a counsellor on the islands, 
and England's representative will act as arbitrator when the others 
fail to agree. So far as Germany is concerned, therefore, we 

Bayard or Blaine? 

THE Rev. John H. Hooper, of New York city, being guilty of 
lying and contumacy, besides bearing a bad reputation generally, 
has been deposed from the pUlpit and expelled from the church. 
Concerning his experience somebody asked, "The ministry does 
not pay very well, does it, Mr. Hooper?" He replied, "They 
give you hell fqr pay." Theological students may thus take 
warning. 

THE dinner and celebration at- Camden, N. J., last week in 
honor of Walt Whitman's seventieth birthday was a well-timed 
tribute. Whitman's poetry is of the robust order, so plain that 
everybody knows what it means, and so natural that it touches 
every heart. He holds the mirror up to men, and perhaps that 
is why the Comstock crew, seeing themselves reflected, denounced 
him as coarse and obscene. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be l1eld at Union Square Hall, 4'21 Post stre~ Sunday 
evening, June 9, at 8 o'clock. An address on H Liberty 'and 
Morality" is to be delivered by W. S. Bell, of Chicago. All are 
invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Raymond, with half a dozen houses, lies at the foothills of 
the Nevadas, the railroad terminus, where passengers, after pay
ing a dollar for breakfast, take the coaches for. Yosemite. Every 
day there is a stream of travel quite varied and interesting in as
pe..:t. Raymond, although small, concentrates in itself much of 
the life of California. The" old settlers'~ are here, and where 
half a dozen are gathered together there is no monotony. Sonle
thing is going on. Unique characters present themselves. There 
is a study for the philosopher and the painter, which becomes 
quite dramatic at times as one watches the picturesque move
ment. The iron horse here strikes the solifude of the immense 
hills, and hesitates to go farther. The ,vood-chopper, the miner, 
the railroad-men, the village-blacksmith, the forty-niner, the 
"wreck of humanity," the prosperous adventurer, the sturdy 
farmer of a thousand or ten thousand acres, the stage-driver, the 
herder, congregate in this straggling hamlet with some new 
feature every day. Mingled with these is a perpetual ripple of 
fashion from all parts of the world. Outwardly, Raymond 
might seem intensely dull in the hot shining days to the habitant 
of the Palace Hotel or Fifth avenue, but from the standpoint of 
universal human nature, this little corner of the world teems with 
novel admixtures of the world, the flesh, and the devil. It 
coruscates with rea.l life. There is no artifice and no hypocrisy., 
There is no ((uppe~ crust" or crust at all. It is motion con"; 
tinually, "wave running on wave" from morning to night. 
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I found friend Buckingham at the old post, just where 1 
found him a year ago, and working away like a philosopher, 
although he is almost three score and ten. He couldn't be idle, 
and will never rust out. He is the same ardent Fr~ethinker as 
ever, and a generous contributor to the sinews of war. He be
lieves in the glorious future of Freethought; that the battle is to 
be fought and won for Liberty and progress. So at his car
penter's'bench he touches the deepest ,heart of life and hope, 
and enjoys the wealth of honest thought. 

Judge Maxwell is also our coadjutor, whose broad shoulders 
can bear almost any burden. He does not hesitate to do his share 
when called upon, and give the hand of welcome; and so the 
way of Freethought becomes pleasant in this rugged country. 

George Bates decorated our hall with the star-spangled banner 
and the portraits of Ingersoll, etc., and thus added much to the 
enjoyment of the occasion. The spirit of beauty breathed amid 
rude surroundings. 

Edward Fenney was chairman of the meeting. The hall was 
about full, which was as much as we could expect from the scat- 
tered population. The lecture was well received, although 1 
guess pretty near half the audience were Christians, but of the 
Liberal sort that like something new now and then.. I could 
not ask for more appreciative listeners. After the lecture, from 
about ten to one o'clock, the mazy dance was pursued, and the 
strains of the violin supplemented the philosophy of Freethough~, 
which of course is a part of the cheerful" religion of humanity." 

McKee, Bowen, Green, Judge Woods, and others I was'glad 
to greet again. The day 1 spent here was in some respects as 
U good as a show," for these pioneers put much sport and humor 
in their day's work. 

Mr. and Mts. Leonard still entertai-n the traveler, and good 
things are..not lacking on this" verge of the vast wilderness." 

On Wednesday morning 1 climb the wide and rolling hiI1~, 
about t,welve hundred feet, to Grub Gulch-a name indicative of 
plenty to eat. It was named from the fact t4at in old days the 
miners could always make here a "grub stake," whatever might 
be their luck in other directions. The weather is hot here as at 
Raymond, the thermometer running up to 100 and 106, but the 
atmosphere is so dry that it is quite endurable, and in the shade 
with a little breeze it is comfortable, and when night comes on 
there is a marked change and one needs a blanket and can 
sleep comfortably until morning, and the mornings are quite 
fresh and attractive with bright sunlight and songs of birds. 
This is a cosy and really handsome place near the heart of the 
Sierras. There are many trees, pine and oak, scattered over the 
encircling heights, where the grass is still green, and here and 
there are vivid openings in which a most beautiful picture is 
presented of the dista~t blue plains, quivering in a golden sheen. 
in a frame-work of glitteri~g sky and many folding wooded hills. 
One must sit still and take it qnite easy during the middle of the 
day. The slightest motion will make one sweat. But when the 

'sun drops behind the hills, and his flaming arrows soften in the 
breezy twilight, and the hot clouds turn to luminous palaces of 
exquisite color, and the stars peep forth, there cannot be a more 
lovely place than this mountain gorge. Soft sceneries extend and 
break into far-off splendid vistas. Th.! grandeurs of the mountain 
prospects are not displayed, but there could not be anything 
more enchanting than these lustres of tree and rock and grass 
and mingling declivities, which to the wandering. eye unex
pectedly disclose ~o remote panoramas which seem to-reach a 
hundred miles away_ 

. 1 find friend -A. B. Anderson·-to" be about the biggest Free
thinker 1 have struck. He is nearly a seven-foot Kentuckian, 
but every inch of him is for humanity and progress. He keeps 
the hotel at this place, and everything is comfortable. He is a 

'pioneer, well-known over the state as a man of influence and in
dependence. He is always ready to put his s110ulder to the whee1. 
The Christians expect to meet him in heaven, notwithstanding 
his heretical views, for they recognize that he would make a 
good member of society. 1 have no doubt that friend Anderson 
is as sure of heaven as any of the believers, for he is ready to 
lend a hand to any that deserve it, which is the most certain way 
to win salvation whatever or wherever it may be. 

1 was pleased to meet our most radical ally, A. W. Poole, 
formerly sheriff of Placer county, and deputy United States 
marshall, who has had much experience of early Californian life 
and its rough and oftentimes romantic events. He has never 
depended on H Christian faith" to carry him through his arduous 
labors. He overflows with energy, and it would be impossible 
for_such a man to tie to anything less than universal humanity 
and common seQse. It is good to greet a comrade who won't let 
the grass grow under his feet. 

Capt. J. \V. Smith is also in our ranks here, and a "true blue" 
Liberal. His wife is a Christian, but declares that she will not 
be outdone in liberality by the 1< other side," and has generously 
aided our meetings with music and musical instrument S9 the 
rainbow of.peace shines over this mountain home. There is no 
quarreling. All agree to disagree. This is quite delightful, and 
has made my labors exceedingly agreeable. When all Christians 
are like some of our Christian friends here, and shake hands with 
the Reformer and Freethinker, there will be a: pretty good millen
nium for this world . 

. Mr. and Mrs. Stubbs are staunch frienus of progress. Mrs. 
Stubbs has had a remarkable -experience. She was educated in 
the Catholic religion. Her family are of the orthodox church, 
and it was simply a great struggle, with but little support and 
sympathy, to break away from these strong associations arid be a 
Freethinker. But it was done, although with many tears; which 
shows how brave woman can be for the truth when the issue is 
fairly made. 

Mr. and Mrs. P. McCarthy, if they are not exactly Freethinkers, 
are right good Liberals and are ready to welcome truth from 
any source, and prefer the sub3tance rather than the fashion. It 
is a pleasure to meet with such intelligent and genial people. 

Mrs. Hawks, my good Methodist friend, came every night 
with her three children. She said she wanted to know what was 
going on, and wanted her children to know too. She wasn't 
afraid to hear and judge for herself, and she desired her children 
to enjoy the same privilege. That is the method of Methodism 
that I like. 

I had the fortune to visit the Gambetta mine, and make the 
acquaintance of Mr. and Mrs. John Haley, who live in a snug 
little cottage, with portico embowered with vines and shaded with 
trees. It is one of the loveliest resting spots 1 have found. The 
winds play gently through, the hum of the mill mingles with the 
bird songs, flowers attract the eye, and books and papers from 
all over the world; signs of gentle luxury contrast with wild 
views) and through the woven green lattice is flashed one of the 
loveliest scenes of the hills and plain. My host is liberal both 
in heart and mind. He is main owner in the Gambetta and di
rects its operations. It is one of the best paying mines about. 
Mr. Haley believes in Ingersoll and thinks it will take about five' 
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hundred years for the world to appreciat~ll that he has d,one. " I 
spent a delightful half hour with this genial friend, who has been 
all over the world, a traveler, a man of business, and who has 
made something both for himself and humanity, by his labors 
and skill, and has learned from n'lture the noblest wisdom of 
books. 

The lectures were well attended, and where all the people 
came from I can hardly tell. The music had something to do 
with it. They have a band here, and an excellent one for so 
small a village. I don't believe any VIllage of its size can boast 
of sO fine a company of musicians. Walter Mills, and his two 
sons Walter and John, only ten and twelve years of age, \Valter 
Smith, Messrs. Trojohnivich and Josovich, are those who con
tributed s:) much to the success of the lectures. After they had 
discoursed music~ in the cool night air for a while, Mrs. Smith 
and Mr. Poole and his son Charles Poole, gave some delightfUl 
songs, and so with the eloquent and stately introduction given by 
Mr. Anderson, the chairman of the meeting, I had just as good 
a "send off" as any clergyman ever could have with his troops 
of angels and archangels, and I felt like doing my level best, and 
I hope I did. It seems to me that we had a prett~ good camp-
meeting. " 

I shall have to put off further rema"rks until next week. I am 
still at Grub Gulch' and living on the fat of the land;-':'but the 
mail coach is lumbering down the hills. Mails are such uncer
tain affairs in this country that one must avail himselfof the first 
chance or he will be apt to get left. "SA:\1UEL P. PUTNAM. 

INHUMAN PANATICS. 

The Law and Order Society of Pittsburgh, which desired to 
arrest the speakers at the last Congress of the American Secular 
Union held in that city, has again come into disgraceful promi
nence. Last Sunday night a benefit performance to aid the 
Pennsylvania flood and fire sufferers was advertised to take place 
at one of the Pittsburgh theatres. The fact came to the knowl
edge of the Law and Order Society, and th~ performers were 
notified that they would be arrested if they appeared upon the 
stage. There are some"Christians who appear to be as heartless 
as their deity. 

"CRAZED BY RELIGION." 

Twice have these words appeared in the daily papers of San 
Francisco during the past week, and twice has revialism borne 
the fruit of insanity. Miss Annie Larsen, a girl of twenty, at
tended the revival services of D. L. Moody, and was "converted." 
She spent her time thereafter, day and night, praying for forgive
ness of her sins. She threw her whole force into the work, and 
when her screams for mercy disturbed the neighborhood, the 
commissioners of insanity sent her to Napa. Another young 
woman, Mary McDonald, has the same history. Conversion 
a few weeks ago produced violent religious dementia. She 
imagined herself possessed of the keys of heaven, which angels 
were endeavoring to wrest from her. She was also committed 
to the Napa insane asylum. 

There is need for a revival of common' sense among the peo
ple of this world. Why do not all the doctors, all the editors, 
all the public men, rise up and inform those within the reach 
of their voices and influence, that this Christian superstition is 
a delusion; that there are no gods, no devils, and no angels; 
that there are no re\vards and no punishment beyond this life; 
that the churches and all other ecclesiastical institutions exist upon 
false pretenses, and that religion is only ign6~ance touched with 

insanity? All sensible people know that such are the facts. 
Then why not recognize the truth and have done with this harvest 
of maniacs? . 

A RECRE,ANT DEITY. 

If ever the God whom the world worships as the controller 01 
all events had an opportunity to intervene for a good purpose, 
that opportunity was presented at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, last 
week. Thousands of people of that city -went about their ac
customed ways unconscious that a vast volume of water was 
about to burst upon and overwhelm them. The deity that 
watches the sparrow's fall had no eye for those beings whom he 
had created in his own image. He gave no warning, and twelve 
thousand lives were the cost of his negligence. Then when the 
disaster fell he stretched forth no helping hand. Flood and fire, 
woe and desolation, and no aid from the source from which, the 
Christians tell us, all good things come. Who knows how many 
prayers went up from the struggling mass of humanity that drifted 
away to death·tlpon the Johnstown flood? We cannot tell, but 
we know those prayers wen~ not answered. And while thousands 
of his children were being sacrificed, this God, if we accept the 
the Christian picture, sat idly upon a jasper throne somewhere 
above the clouds, and saints of all the ages stood before him 
twanging golden harps and singing the praises of his mercy and 
glorious justice. 

It,~eems to us that there is nothing'" in the universe quite so 
useless ~s God, unless it is the impostors who pretend to be his 
mouthpieces. 

LATEST advices state that the demurrer in the case of Harman, 
Walker, and Harman, of. Valley Falls, Kan., has been overruled 


" by Judge Foster, and the defendants must stand trial on the 

ch'lfge of" obscenity"-a charge so absurd, so unjust, and so 

infamous, that no one who has read th~ matter complained of 

can dwell upon it and keep his temper. It is quite easy to see 

how ignorant bigotry might formulate the complaint against these 

men, but it is discouraging and irritating to realize that any 

man with sufficient shrewdness to get a seat on the bench could 

be so unscrupulous as to entertain it; We do not much wonder 

that the Harmans and Walker are Anarchists. 

SEVERAL weeks ago the corner stone of a public school was 
laid at Pleasanton, Alameda county. The Masonic order in the 
town participated. A few days later Rev. Terence Caraher, the 
Roman Catholic priest of ]\'lisson San Jose, in a letter to the 
press denounced the Masons, asserting that the order was op
posed to the church and to American institutions. A member 
of the Masonic order replied and ar~aigned Father Caraher for 
his communication, saying that he was not even an American 
citizen, and had no shadow of justification in his attack upon 
l\iasonry. The discussion had the effect of bringing the priest 
into court to take the oath of citizenship. 

MR. W. H. SNYDER, formerly attorney-general of Pennsylvania, 
has been stopping at the Palace Hotel. He is a friend of ~resi
dent Harrison, and to a reporter who interviewed him he asserted 
that Mr. Harrison is still a devout believer in the efficacy of 
prayer, and 'prays regularly every day. We do not believe that 
this testimony to the 'piety of our chief executive will raise him 
greatly in the estimation ,of sensible people. Piety and rascality, 
"simple faith" and intellectual inferiority, are so suggestive of 
one another that the world is losing confidence in the value of 
religious professions. 
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THE New York Sun says that the Nineteenth Century Club is 
not likely to long maintain its existence. It is becoming evident 
that Courtlandt Palmer, the founder and first president of the 
club, was necessary to its life. He gave to it his time and means; 
his suggestive mind furnished it with interesting themes for de
bate, and his extensive acquaintance with men of thought and 
learning enabled him to secure speakers who could entertain and 
instruct. New York" society" will wait long for another Court
landt Palmer to give it something to think about besides the 
inanities with which it is accustomed to amuse itself. 

MR. WILLIAM NOBLE, the tailor, has closed his store on Stock
ton street for a week or two, and gone to Cazadero, in Sonoma 
county, for a vacation among the trout. Before he went away he 
called on FREETHOUGHT to have his address changed, and to 
leave a gold piece as a token of good will. If Mr. Noble finds 
a man in Cazadero wearing a Freethought badge-pin, he may 
know it is Mr. H. F. Ebers, like himself a staunch supporter of 
the cause. We commission each to extend the courtesies of the 
occasion to the other, and charge the" same to us. 

"THE Pope's Death Imminent" is the startling headline in 
last Sunday's papers. If Pope Leo XIII. is about to die we hope 
he will see the propriety, before his death, of acknowledging that 
his claim to infallibility is a sham; that he has no authority for 
his title of vicar of Christ, and' that the church over which he 
presides is a vast political machine for destroying liberty and 
augmenting the powers of designing priests. With such a con
fession upon his lips he might die in such peace as no sacrament 
can bestow. 

FREETHOUGHT acknowledges with gratitude the receipt of a 
cheering letter and a lift of $10 from Capt. Robert Davis ~f 
Lunenburg, IVlass.; also some good business advice, four sub
scriptions, and a gold eagle from Mr. Philip Cowen, of Petaluma; 
and a pleasant call and $20 from Mr. N. B. Parnell, of Tracy: 
Mr. R. Blackburn, of Colusa, who took the fourteen-d'bllar 
diamond charm, and paid five dollars on his subscription is re
membered. To all those who have lent a hand-Thanks. 

THE Carrier Dove, our able Spiritualist contemporary, warns 
the public against investing in the Summerland lots, near Slnta 
Barbara, without careful inspection. A correspondent of the 
Dove reports that the projected" Summer¥tnd " is the most un
sightly place he ever saw, though he has been in nearly every 
state in the Union, while another affirms that the people of Santa 
Barbara look upon the scheme as a huge swindle. There are 
doubtless two sides to the matter. 

THE great disaster at Johnstown, Pa., was not without its 
"miracle." The Catholic church of the Immaculate Conception 

was wrecked by the flood, yet a large number of persons testify 

that when an entrance was forc~d into the ruin, the statue of th~ 


. Blessed Virgin was found to be untouched and unsullied as on 

. the day it was made! It is a devil of a miracle, and a most 

useful one, that preserves a graven image and lets ten thousand 
people drown. 

Is suicide to become epidemic among clergymen? Last week 
we had to report the death of the Rev. Mr. Schorr, of atltimore, 
by his own hand. This week it is the Rev. William F. Gage, of 
Hartford, Conn., who, on June I, ended his life by jumping 
from the fourth story of a hotel. A Catholic priest in New York, 
named Greenfield, killed himself May z5. 

Wx indorse the cO\lise of Frank Bean, of Van Horn, Iowa. 
He was attacked by White Caps in the name of the Lord, and 
standing at his door with a piece of iron two feet long he laid 
out six members of the mob in rapid succession. If more peo
ple would follow the example of Mr. Bean, these self-constituted 
custodians of morality would soon retire from office. 

A YOUNG lady of Santa Barbara who is interested in the con~ 
struction of a new Methodist church recently wrote to Grover 
Cleveland and President Harrison asking for funds. She offered, 
in return, to send some pretty moss pressed upon a card. Both 
Cleveland and Ha~risqn responded, the former with five dollars 
and the latter with ten cents. 

WE observe the name of friend Oliver Hinckley among the 
incorporators of an extensive carriage company in this city. Mr. 
Hinckley's card will be found in our advertising columns, and we 
hope whenever readers of this paper want a good rig at a moder
ate price they will call upon him. 

PREACHER BULLOCK, of Haywards, who went away from ho:ne 
suddenly two weeks ago when charged with criminal conduct 
toward his daughter, was found worshiping in a Seattle church 
the following Sunday evening. His course illustrates that, in his 
mind at least, religion has nothing to do with morality. 

LAST week was full of excitement for our contemporary, Mr. 
. Choynski, of Public Opinion. Mr. Choynski himself was 
arrested on a charge of libel, and his boy Joe came out second 
best in ~ prize fight. The case of each is to be retried, and may 
the best man win. 

THERE are said to be about two hundred and fifty thousand 
Indians in this country, nearly twenty-nine thousand of whom 
are church-members. From this it appears that a larger per
centage of Indians than of white men join the church. 

ALTA: "It is just discovered that many of the Bibles distributed 
by missionaries in China are used in the manufacture of shoe 
soles. 'VeIl, they benefit the Chinese sole,· after alL" Rats! 

MR. FRA~K KNOWLES apprises us of the formation of a Secular 
Union at DesMoines, la., with a membership of thirty and 
cheering prospects. 

MR. A. H. SCHOU reports a well-attended and very enjoyable 
lecture at Odd Fellow's Hall in O~klandlast Sunday evening by 
W. S. Bell. . 

OREGON STATE CONVENTION. 

To the Lz'berals of Oregon: 
The members of the Silverton Secular Union of Silverton 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all the Liberals' of Oregon t~ 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June 22 and 
23, 1889, for the purpose of organizing a state association on 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalism, to co-operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 
is to. repre~ent·. no intelle~tual creed, bu~ simply equal rights 
and ImpartIal lIberty. It IS to be orgamzed in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General Grant-" Keep the church and 
state forever separate." 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

]. W. MCCLURE, Pres., S. S. U., R. D. ALLEN, Secretary, 
MRS. CARRIE FITZGEREI.L, H. D. MOUNT, E. \VOLFARD, 

Executive Committee. 
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FRE·ETHOUGHT 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The last meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
reflected lustre upon the cause, the hall being filled to the doors' 
with an intelligent audience. Mr. F. B.. Perkins, the lecturer of 
the eveninO' proved to be a most engaging speaker, and" Vol
taire and f;eedom" was handled with all the skill that comes 
from familiarity with the subject and ability as an orator. .Mr. 
Perkins is a big man, with broad shoulders and a broad mmd, 
and he is one of the ripest scholars I have ever met. 

In the absence of President Chilstrom, Mr. Lemme took the 
chair. As an opening Professor Schultheis wandered over the 
piano until he had found all the notes of some great composer's 
overture and then proceeded to fill the hall with them. 

Mr. Perkins at the outset explained that in an hour he could 
say but very little of ,:hat there was tc;> be said ab?u,t Voltaire, 
but he would devote hnllself to answenng some ot tne current 
lies concerninO' this greatest man of his century. Like others 
who made thc~selves unpopular in religious circles, Voltaire was 
the object of unen~ing abuse.. It almos~ seemed as if Judas 
Iscariot had been gIven a rest smce Voltaire came on the stage. 
He was as much a Protestant as Martin Luther, yet by Jesuitic 
strategy the Catholic church had succeeded in convincin9" Protes
tants that he was their enemy, and the ~rotestants mIstakenly 
joined in the hue and cry against ~im. Catho~ic. cu~ming and 
Protestant stupidity had thus combmed to do mJustice to the 
greatest of Protestants. yoltaire's ~ttack, the s~eaker.said, was 
not directed especially agamst the deIty, for he believed m a God. 
He did not oppose the spirit of Christianity. His phrase, "ecra~'ez 
l'in/ame" (crush the infamous), had. no reference to Jesus Chnst, 
as his enemies endeavored to show. The grammar of the French 
languaO'e forbade that it should be so interpreted. What Voltaire 
fouo-ht Owas the French or Gallican church of his day, and Mr. 
Pe;kins, by a brief summary of the. fac~s about that instituti~m 
and the men at the head of it, made It qUIte apparent that Voltaire 
was justified in his course .. The lect~re closed with a n~~ber of 
anecdotes illustrating the WIt and gemus of the great satmst. 

Upon invitatio~ from the chair Mr. G. ~. Henderson addressed 
the meeting. HIS remarks were complImentary to the lecture, 
which he characterized as an apotheosis. Mr. Henderson looks 
scarcely older than he did a dozen years ago. He still holds .the 
Positivist philosophY exalts the heart as more worthy of admIra
tion than the head,·~nd regards woman as the highest product of 
evolutionary processes. His contact with nature at Yellowstone 
Park has rendered his style a trifle freer than used to be allow
able in the Liberal Club, and he likes to make the wild western 
eagle scream. 

Mr. Schou could not be present at the meeting here outlined, 
and the need of a collection made his absence much repined. 
But Brother Walker worked this side, and Brother Williams that, 
and soon a merry grist of coin fell jingling in the hat, while Mr. 
Schultheis improvised sonatas in B flat. The thanks of the so
ciety to the speaker are returned, and credit for their services is 
due to all concerned. 

About everybody in San Francisco has seen an old gentleman 
who goes about the streets bar.eheaded, sellin~ papers and 
peddling a two-bit pam phi e.t e?,Cltled "Conversatl(:~ns or Street 
Dialogues with Father Elphlck. The pamphlet IS not worth 
any more than the author c?arges for it, an~ it contains about 
what a man who has nothmg valuable to Impart to the world 
might be expected to write. Father Elphick's hobbies are that 
the head should never be covered by a hat, that no meat or 
cooked food should be taken into the stomach, and that none 
but white clothing can be safely worn. He does not s~oke or 
chew tobacco, or drink anything but water, and he has hve~ for 
eighty-one years. I met him a few days ago. H.e walks WIth a 
cane is bent half double, and has a bald spot on hIS crown. He 
look~ nearer ninety than eighty .. His. habits of life may be. con
ducive to longevity, but after readmg hls pamphlet I ~m convmced 
that if inordinate vanity were fatal, he would have dIed young. 

Our religious contemporary, the Golden Gate, announces with 
some display a gift of land worth forty thousand dollars, for the 

advance of spiritual truth as represented by the above paper. 
speak of the Golden Gate as a religious contemporary because I 
notice in it of late a tendency toward the use of the pIOUS phrase
ology peculiar to religious prints. The donor of the $40,000, Mrs. 
Sleeper is spoken of by the editor as a "grand soul;" he accepts 
the" s;cred trust" with a "prayerful heart;" assures Mrs. Sleeper 
of a" shining abode" among the "immortals;" says her generosity 
crowns her" as with an aureole of the life divine," and in other 
ways socks sanctity into his composition regardless of expense. 
Furthermore Editor Owen says: "We have the positive assurance 
of our spirit friends and guides" that" other noble hearts will be 
opened in due time to aid in this grand work." Then he in
vokes: "In thine own time, blessed immortals, not ours-we 
wait and trust." This is beautiful and restful, but forty thousand 
dollars would pay for a good many yards of it at market rates 
for pious resignation. 

Mr. G. L. Henderson, from Yellow Stone Park, Wyoming, 
made FREETHOUGHT a call the other· day, and seeing him revived 
memories of old times. In May, 1876, Henderson & Brown, 
coal and real estate dealers, rented the building at 141 Eighth 
street, New York, and christened it Science Hall. Shortly after
ward D. M. Bennett moved the Truth Seeker into some upstairs 
rooms, ihe Liberal Club came in from Plympton Hall where it 
had previously met, and the place became the general Free
thought headquarters. During the previous winter Mrs. A. C. 
Macdonald inaugurated some Sunday night meetings on Broad
way where Prentice Mulford lectured. Mr. Bennett also de
livered there his lecture" An Hour with the Devil." Mr. Hen
derson picked these meetings up where they broke off, and 
transferred them finally to Science Hall, and out of them sprang a 
society called the First Congregation of the Religion of Hu
manitv. Associated with Messrs. Henderson and Brown were 
T. B. 'Wakeman, Porter C. Bliss, Henry Evans, Ed. King, Ed
ward Searing, Charles Codman, Courtlandt Palmer, Augusta 
Cooper Bristol, and others whose names I do not recall. I have 
heard Courtlan~t Palmer say.that his connection .with the ~em
bers~f this SOCIety changed hIm from a conservatIve to a LIberal 
thinker. The society was exclusive. It would not admit D. M. 
Bennett to membership, and 1 believe some pr0tested against 
havinO' the Truth Seeker in the same building. Their objection 
to Be~nett was his tolerance toward Spiritualism, and Stephen 
Pearl Andrews was excluded on the same grounds.· An old 
German doctor named Habel became interested in the religion 
of humanity. As he appeared to understand it, Positivism meant 
what some call social freedom, as the discussion of marriage 
formed a good part of the proceedings of the society. When 
Dr. Habel died he left the First Congregation of the Religion of 
Humanity about five thousand dollars and his library. I have 
never seen his will, but I have heard that the money was to be 
used in agitating for toe removal of moral taint from illegitimate 
children. 

Messrs. Henderson and Brown soon established a paper called 
the Positive Thinker to advocate the doctrines of the First Con
gregation, etc. The type for the paper was set up in the base
ment under Science Hall by Mr. Henderson's son and daugh
ters who thus learned the trade. The outward and visible ap
pea~ance of the Positive Thinker was decidedly amateurish, and 
when the youngsters had got so they could do their work fairly 
well, the paper died. 

Mr. Henderson soon afterward left New York. The First 
Congregation continued' to meet, but, as near as I can remem
ber, it over-exerted itself in endeavoring to readjust the props 
under our social institutions, particularly the institution of mar
riaO'e and dissolution set in. At the last roll-call, several years 
aO'~ iess than a quorum responded. As! said, Mr. Henderson 
l~ft 'New York. Then the Truth Seeker moved away; the Liberal 
Club found new quarters; Hugh Byron Brown was lost in matri
mony, and secluded himself in the rural felicity of Long Island; 
and Science Hall as a Liberal headquarters became a memory. 

It takes but a few years for scores of prominent figures to pass 
from view. If the friends of a decade ago were to meet again in 
Science Hall how many distinguished ghosts would be among 
them-Benn~tt, Andrews, Leland, Palmer, F;yans, Bliss, Mc
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Watters, and many others. It was almost Iik€~ meeting t~ese 
once more when Mr. Henderson dropped in the other mormng, 
for they seemed to accompany him, and I was glad to be with 
them all again. M. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The most appalling disaster of the century overtook the people 
of. Johnstown, Pa., on Friday, May 31. Swollen by floods, a 
large reservoir above the city burst its d<l:m, and the whole town 
was swept away. The loss of life is placed at 12,000. The 
floating houses and driftwood became massed in several places 
and caught fire, and many persons perished in the flames. The 
loss of property can hardly be estimated. The floods at other 
places caused fearful·damage and loss of life. The mines at 
Mt. Carmel, Pa., were flooded and 6,000 miners thrown out of 
work. At Carlisle the loss reaches $200,000. Harrisb~ug was 
half under water. Eighteen people,were drowned at Elmira, 
N. Y. A general appeal for aid for the sufferers has gone out, 
and will be met both by the people and the government. Gov-· 
ernor Waterman, of California; issues a proclamation calling 
meetings for united action.--Dr. J. M. Bowers, who has been 
in the county jail for two years under charge and convicti.on <?f 
poisoning his wife, whose life was insured for $17,000 III hIS 
favor, has been granted a new trial.-·-Bishop Vla51imtr of the 
Greek church in San Francisco issues a public .appeal for funds 
to repair the church building recently damaged by fire. As the 
church is a Russian state affair, it may be well to let R~ssia stand 
the expense of rehabilitating the sanctuary. . 

The captain of the steamer Caroline Miller, from St. Marc to 
New York, reports that his ship was fired at by a Haytien iron
clad, May 1 5.--There is little new light on the Cronin murder 
mystery. The inquest was held last Monday.--On May 29 a 
certificate for a pension was granted to Philip Flood, formerly a 
private in Company E, Forty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
The amount of arrears allowed by the Pension ·Office in his case 
is $15,289, his disability dating back to November 14, 1862. 
This is the largest first payment on record in the fension Office. 
--The coroner's jury in the ~ase of Bishop, the deceased mind
reader, found that the cause of his death was coma, and that the 
doctors acted in good faith, though hastily. The doctors were 
discharged.--A party of male and female Mormon missionaries 
is creating great excitement in the vicinity of Tuscola, Ill. They 
have broken up families, separated husbands and wives, and in
duced several young ladies to travel with them.--H. Melville 
Fay, the well-known spirit medium and husband of Anna Eva 
Fay, has just died in a hospital at Cleveland, 0., of cancer of the 
.tongue.--The Connecticut House of Representatives has passed 
a bill giving women the right to vote on the question of the sale 
of intoxicating liquors.--John J. L. Plunkett and his wife Mary, 
the high priest and priestess of Christian Science in New York, 
have just divorced themselves and Mrs. Plunkett has taken an
other husband. 

The police raided the houses of the leaders of the miners' 
strike at Dortmund, Germany, the other da~', and seized a num
ber of letters and a considerable amount of money. The men 
whose homes were invaded are accused of being socialist agita
tors. The editor of the Westphalia People's Gazette has been 
arrested on a charge of instigating strikes in the mining regions. 
--An unfounded rumor of the death of the pope caused great 
excitement in Rome last week.--The unearthing of another 
" assassination society 11 is reported from St. Petersburg.--Lord 
Dunraven's new yacht, built to eontest for the America's cup, is 
proving herself a very fast boat, but the general belief is that she 
cannot beat the Volunteer. 

Mr. Tucker's Editorial Policy. 

From "Liberty." 


The editor is at the helm again, as well and sound as ever, and 
determined to pursue his original editorial policy of pleasing 
himself first, whether he pleases his subscribers or not. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD'S address during June will be Silverton, 
Oregon, care of Dr. J. W. McClure. 

PROFESSOR LADD'S BOOK.-" WHAT IS THE BIBLE?" 
7--- , 

. A volume with the above title, published by the Scribners, 
within the past year, is a compendium of a larger work in two 
volumes, by the same author, George T. Ladd, D.D., Professor 
of Philosophy in Yale University. . 

The question which is the title of this work will be a surprise 
to many Christians as well as Freethinkers: to Christians, because 
it opens a question which they had thought settled centuries ago; 
and to Freethinkers because the question is opened by an ortho
dox doctor of divinitv of Yale College. Many other surprises 
meet us in the perusal 'of the work, and very pleasant ones too, in 
the form of candid concessions on points where heretofore we 
have been accustomed to meet only offensive dogmatism. 

The author does not claim to be an unbiased inve::,tigator. 
He says in his preface that" the purpose of the book is apolo
getic. It is written in the interest of faith." Yet he frankly ad
mits that " the seeker for a satisfactory answer to the question, 
What is the Bible? cannot too early learn that, strictly speaking, 
no answer to this question can be gained solely by th_e Bible 
itself." He says "this book, indeed, appears before us as one, 
but it is really a collection of books separated by centuries of 
time with respect to the date of their origin. Moreover, it was 
centuries before the collection itself became united into a whole 
by the action and usages of the Christian church. Even the 
writer of the latest of these books had, therefore, no Bible as a 
whole before him upon the nature of which he might be inspired 
to give us a declaration from God." 

Here is an admission that for more than four thousand years 
the world was left without a Bible. Why should the heavenly 
father leave his children so long without a revelation of his will, 
if that book is such a revelation, and so essential to their salva
tion? 

He says that a the question, What is the Bible? is a question of 
fact." "The place of first consideration in the entire discussion 
is given to the facts. And the facts must, at all events, be frankly, 
fearlessly, and constantly kept in view." And yet, he says, "it is 
as Christians that we begin this examination; and as Christians, 
with faith confirmed, enlightened! and enlarged, we expect to 
finish it." , 

He now enters upon his investigation with this preliminary 
statement: "From the necessities of the case, no general view of 
the origin and nature of the Bible could precede the time when 
the different separate writings of which it is composed had all 
been finished and collected into a canon of sacred scripture. A 
theory of the inspiration of the Bible in the sense we are accus
tomed to attach to these words, could not originate, therefore, 
until some time after the Christian era. Nor have we any means 
.of telling precisely what the biblical writers themselves ,vould 
have thought, in answer to the modern question, What is the Bi
ble?" (Ch. i, p. 17). 

This statemenf narrows the field of investigation, and brings it 
within historic time. It also leaves out of the discussion, not only 
the whole Jewish people who lived prior to the collection of the 
sacred canon, but also Christ and his apostles; the writers of 
the New Testament, as well as the old, and also the early Chris
tian fathers. None of these had a Bible. . 

And now, after all these are left out, who is to answer the ques
tion authoritatively, and tell us what is the Bible? We have got 
past the time when men were supposed to have written by inspi
ration, and can now look only to men not inspired. And here 
he asks tpe question, "How much consideration shall be giveri 
to Jewish, and early Christian writers, outside of the Bible, upon 
the question of its origin and nature?" To this he answers: 
" The opinion of J e,vish rabbi or Christian bishop- is in no case 
an authoritative opinion" (p. 18). 

He now comes to the consideration of the unauthoritative 
"views of the uninspired Jewish and Christian writers," and 
thinks that" perhaps their chief value consists in· this, that the 
study of them shows what influences operated upon the minds of 
the men who, without being by any means fully aware of the 
meaning of their action, were really engaged jn fixing the canons 
of the Old and New Testaments." 

And here, to a person of ordinary understanding, the argument 
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of the reverend doctor becomes exceedingly attenuated. He 
makes it rest on, not only uninspired, unauthoritative opinion, 
but on the work of" men who, without being by any means 
fully aware of the meaning oftheir action, werereally engaged in 
fixing the canons of the Old and New Testaments." 

Here we are taught, by an orthodox doctor of divinity, that the 
Bible was collected, constructed, and the sacred canons" fixed" 
by uninspired men who did not know what they were doing! 
What an admission is this, by a doctor of divinity, writing "in the 
interest of faith I" How much" faith" can people have in the 
sacredness of the Bible after learning this fact? 

And yet, after these damaging admissions, he says, " We pro
claim ourselves among those who believe in the perpetual inspi
ration of the church of God. And indeed without believing 
heartily in this, no one can intelligently believe in .holy scrip
ture" (p. 19). 
A~d here the question arises, How comes the book to be "ho

ly scripture," which is constructed by uninspired men, who were 
uncomcious of what they were doing? Where does the" holi
ness" come in? And again, if the men who "fixed" the can
ons of the Old and New Testaments were not.inspired, and "the 
church of God is perpetually inspired," were these men members 
of the "church of God?" If not, how happens it that men, not. 
of the church, and "uninspired," have constructed the "holy 
scriptures" for the church? 

And now, after having been told by the author that "the the
ory of the inspiration of the Bible originated after all the books 
were written and collected," and that we have no means of know
ing what the writers thought of their own work and that the 
books were collected and "the canon fixed" by uninspired men, 
we are now told that "the earliest -outside view, as it were, of 
the inspiration of any of the Old Testament scriptures is to be 
found in the Old Testament Apocrypha" (p. 20).. 

As the Apocrypha is rejected as authority by all Protestants, 
this oldest authority for inspiration is no authority. After devot
ing some pages to the Apocrypha and the Talmud, neither of 
which is accepted as authority by Protestants, he introduces Philo, 
a learned but fanatical Jew, who believed strongly in the inspira
tion of Moses and the Mosaic law, but who did not value so highly 
the other Jewish writings. He never accepted Christianity. The 
value of his opinion may be estimated by the fact that he believed 
not only that the law of Moses was all perfect truth; but also that 
all truth was contained in the law of Moses. Professor Ladd's 
estimate of these authorities is given in these words: "In Philo, 
as well as in the Talmud, we find little genuine wheat after much 
beating of straw." 

So far, then.• he has introduced no real authority in support of 
the inspiration of the Bible. He next introduces Josephus, another 
learned Jew, who was born A.D. ,37. He, like Philo, had fan
tastic ideas of inspiration, and particularly of the inspiration of 
Moses. He also thought that many others, of his own time, were 
inspired, and that he himself had inspiration of a high order. 
But Professor Ladd seems to place no value on the opinion of 
Josephus. . 

He then turns to" the fathers of the ancient Christian church," 
and after referring to their differences, and their agreements, he 
says: "As to the nature of the Bible, however, no one well-de
veloped doctrine exists in the ancient church." . . "What is 
now understood as biblical science did not exist; the time for a 
comprehensive and well-established doctrine of the origin and 
nature of its sacred writings had not yet arrived in the history of 
the church" (p. 29). _ 

After referring, at considerable length, to the conflicting views 
of the fathers of the first two centuries, as to the Old Testament, 
and its curious ailegorical interpretation, he says: "Thus Origen 
could speak in the highest terms of the inspiration of the Hebrew 
Bible, in every jot and tittle of its contents, and yet also speak 
of 'scandals and offenses and impossibilities' as cleaving to its 
letter." , 

He also says: "Some of the heretical writings of the age went 
so far as to make a direct attack on the trustworthiness of the 
.Hebrew scriptures. We find the 'Clementine Homilies,' for 
example, complaining of the prophecies of the Old Testament as 
obscure, foolish, inglorious; the so-called Mosaic laws are affirmed 
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to have been written five hundred years after Moses (although 
it ought not to be said in public that those chapters were added 
so late to the Bible, lest the unlearned multitudes be disturbed)" 
(p. 31). 

It seems that there were differences of opinion as to the 
character of the so-called Mosaic writings even at that early day; 
and that the allegations of these so-called "heretical writings" 
were in exact harmony with modern biblical scholarship. After 
stating that the fathers quoted from the apocryphal books as 
"divine scriptures," he says, "\Ve see, then, that the ancient 
Christian church had no developed doctrine of sacred scripture; 
no one self-consistent view with respect to its details" (p. 36). 

"Of the New Testament writings, however, the church took a 
more fresh, untrammeled, and distinctively Christian view" (p. 
36). And yet, he says, "practical and dogmatic considerations 
finally triumphed over those which had regard rather to truth as 
ascertained by free and scholarly inquiry." 

After alluding to the allegorical and· fanciful interpretation 
of scripture by Athanasius, Eusebius, Ambrose, and Basil, he 
comes down to Augustine and Jerome, "the two names most 
prominent in the latter part of the sixth century, and for centuries 
afterward." He says: "The influence of Augustine upon the 
development of the doctrine of sacred scripture was indeed de
servedly powerful; but it was in many respects very bad. He 
looked on the Bible, not chiefly as a devout Christian scholar 
does, but rather as does the dogmatist interested in using it to se
cure certain practical ecclesiastical ends. No error must be ad
mitted to have occurred in the canonical writers; faith will totter 
if the authority of the divjne scriptures wavers" (p. 39-40). 

So it seems that Professor Ladd is only following the example 
of Augustine when he "writes in the interest of faith." 

Of Jerome he says: "The scholar Jerome undertook the 
laudable but then extremely difficult task of translating the Old 
Testament into Latin from the original text, rather than from 
the obscure and debased text of the Greek version. The same 
prejudice then existed against having traditional errors corrected 
which has always existed, and which exists even now. It is not 
strange, therefore, that the work of Jerome was done in a timid 
and vacillating way" (p. 41). 

Up to this point-the end of the sixth century-we have 
found no answer to the question: What is the Bible? and no 
evidence of its inspiration that Professor Ladd seems to consider 
of any value. From this point, until the time of the Reformation, 
the opinions of Augustine seem to have controlled the church. 
During these centuries" the cause 'of biblical study made almost 
no progress." 

Of the Reformation. in the sixteenth century, the professor says: 
"It was not the readzng of the BlOle ~ the people which produced 
the Reformation; it was the Reformation tlseif whzch procured 
the reading of the BlUe" (p. 45). 

\Vhat, then, produced the Reformation? The professor tells 
us in the preceding sentence: "The love of learning was now 
increasing and spreading abroad." 

. At this point we may pause for. a retrospective view of the 
world and of the church. According to Bible chronology, the 
world had existed and the human family had lived upon it more 
than five thousand years. According to the teachings of science, 
in which the church now professes to believe, the world had ex
isted at least forty-eight millions of years; and the human family 
had lived upon it not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
years. And yet, after much ta1k about a revelation, and a Bible, 
the revelation was not at all understood by the professed church 
of God, and "there was no settled, well-defined view of the Bible." 
The church had ruled kingdoms and empires, temporally and 
spiritually, for a thousand years; during which. ti!lle i~ had sup
pressed science, and put to death the most dlstmgmshed of Its 
teachers. It had caused the death of millions in its bloody wars, 
and kept the people in such ignorance that those terrible years 
are still characterized as the Dark Ages. And now, when the 
"love of learning" begins to produce a "reformation," the churc?, 
eager as ever to suppress knowledge, burned at the stake III 

Rome, the noble Bruno, for no other offense than the teaching 
of science. Thousands have since shared his fate; and though 
the power to persecute has, in a great degree, been taken from 
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the church, its war on science is still kept up, and the Bible is' 
still its weapon. This Bible, this" revelation from God," this 
"sacred scripture," by whose authority the" infallible church" has 
burned and butchered millions of innocent victims, is still so 
little understood that the most educated of the clergy, in our 
oldest institutions of learnjng, in the most enlightened branches 
of the church. are still groping their way through ancient legends 
of Jewish and Christian mythologies, asking and trying to answer 

" the question: "\Vhat is the Bible?" So far we have no a11
swer to the question, from Professor Ladd. We have learned 
that the Christian church ha~ constructed a b~k which they call 
the Bible; and that they are now inquiring into the character of 
that book. 

In future numbers I will'try to give the results of the profes
sor's work in trying to solve .~his difficult problem. 

J. W. NORTH. 

THOMAS PAINE AND "HIGHER CHRISTIANITY." 

70 tJu Editors of Freetnought: 
Verily the world moves in spite of its creeds and dogmas. 

That the "heretics of one age become the saints of another" is 
being verified in Thomas Paine. A sprightly and Christian cor
respondent of the Daily Union of this city, Mrs. Calhoun, said, in 
a recent letter from New York, that mere patriotism was not en
nobling, there being nothing elevating in the sentiment, "My 
country, right or wrong," and she longed to see the time when 
the people would rise to the" higher Christianity" of I'the world 
is my country, to do good my religion." 

No one will dispute that this sentiment is a good deal higher 
t~an ord~~ary Christianity; but it is not probable, from her pre
VIOUS wntmgs, that Mrs. Calhoun would have quoted it in that 
connection had she known its author. But it is a hopeful sign 
to see Christians aspiring to something higher than the old-time 
Christianity; and where could they find these higher sentiments 
better portrayed than in the writings of Thomas Paine? The 
civilization, which they boast their religion has produced, is due 
entirely to the" higher" kind, of which Paine was one of the 
grandest exponents;. As to the old low-caste specimens, of which 
they are very justly getting to be ashamed, their influence has 
never been elevating. "As a man thinks so is he;" hence, 
those who think their God is a cruel monster do not lack much 
of being that way themselves. It is natural that thev should. 

An example of the hardening effect of Christian "belief came 
under my observation this evening, though it was not the first, 
by many. A refined and agreeable minister of the gospel called 
with his good lady to see my daughter-in-law, and, she being ab
sent, I undertook to entertain them till she returned. The 
gentleman amused himself with a newspaper, while I tried to 
kill time with his. wife. Pretty soon he laughed outright, then 
read aloud the item of news' which had amused him, and then 
his wife laughed with him. It was about a man in this city who 
had been di vorced from his wife, but was so attached to his two 
little children that he obtained permission from the court to visit 
them at their mother's home. On Sunday afternoon he went to 
see the children and found the house empty and the family gone 
he knew not whither. ' 

How an incident so sad could create pleasure in the minds of 
respectable and apparently amiable people, I could not imagine; 
yet such was the case. Seeing that I did not smile, the lady said 
she had no sympathy with" that sort of people." Why should 
she care for God's reprobates? Those who are to sing psalms 
in heaven with their friends frying in nell, must begin the harden
ing process here; and they do. It is a natural consequence of 
their belief, to be either callous or miserable. 

The" higher Christianity" of Thomas Paine would have a 
humanizing influence on "followers of the Lamb" like these 
though I can't see where the Christian part comes in. ' 

Take courage in your work, Mr. Editor, you are helpincr to 
spread that I' higher dvilz'zalton." We don't accept the w~rd 
Christianity. It has a bad record, and we repudiate it. Yours 
for honesty and truth, MARY A. WHITE. 

San Diego, Cal., May 23. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may be had for $3.50 

HOSPITALS NOT CREATIONS OP CHRISTIANITY. 

Christians are very apt to claim all the good things of the 
world as the results of their religion, but sometimes we are com
pelled to prove to them that there were good things before the 
days of Jesus of Nazareth. This matter of hospitals is certainly 
one in which they must stand aside and allow" them of old time" 
to bear the palm: 

Hospitals are evidently the outgrowth of dispensaries, and we 
are told that as far back as the eleventh century B. c. the Egyptians 
had medical officers who were paid by the state and who attended 
in some public place to prescribe for the sick who came there. 
These were qualified men, for at this early date there was a 
College of Physicians, and only those who were licensed by this 
college wete allowed to practice. Some of these were specialists 
for the eyes, the teeth, and the brain. 

In Athens, in the fifth century B,C., we have the first mention 
of the word hospital, though dispensaries were common before 
that time into which patients were received, and in which doctors 
paid by the state sought to relieve the sufferings of humanity. 

The Romans. had public physicians at an early date, though for 
a long time they prided themselves on not having copied the 
preeks in this particular. In the early days, every house was 
thrown open in times of sickness or accident. 

"For the Romans were like brothers, 
In the brave days of old," 

and hospitals were not needed where such free hospitality was 
exercised. 

We may suppose, from a remark in the Bible, that the Jews 
had one hospital, for incurables; for Uzziah retired to a "several 
house" when he was pronounced to be afflicted with leprosy. . 

The Mexicans had hospitals in ail their principal cities, which 
were well supplied with every necessary food and medicine, and 
even with surgical appliances, the study of anatomy being a 
necessary part of the curriculum of the men and women doctors 
who attended these institutions. 

But to those who know-anything of the life of Buddha, and 
who have heard anything of the precepts of self-sacrifice and be
nevolence that he taught, it will be no surprise to find that India 
is the home of the hospital, as the aim of this great teacher was 
the endeavor to solve the way of saving men from disease and 
death. About 324 B.c., King Asoka commanded his people to 
build hospitals for the poor, the sick, and distressed, at each of 
the four gates of Patua and throughout his dominions. Of these, 
Fa Hian, a Chinese pilgrim, writing about 400 A.D., speaks as 
follows: 

Th,e nobles ~nd landowners of this country have founded hospitals in 
the c~ty to whIch the P?or of all countries, the destitute, the cripples, 
the dIseased, may repaIr for shelter. They receive every kind of help 
gratuitously. Physicians inspect their diseases, and according to their 
~ases orde,r them food ~nd drink, decoctions and medicines, everything 
In fact whIch may contrIbute to their ease. When cured they depart at 
their own convenience. 

Another Chinese pilgrim, writing in 648 A.D., mentions a 
multitude of these establishments. This open-handed generositv 
to the" poor of all countries" is a"contrast to the deeds of th~ 
teacher of Galilee, who announced that he had not come" save 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,'~ and seemed to grudge 
the cure of those of other nations, though (according to the story) 
it cost him but a word to effect such cure. 

T,he fi~st Christian hospital was built by a Roman lady named 
FablOla, m the fourth century A. D., so that it took some time for 
Christianity to ~egin to develop this good fruit, though Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Hmdus had long before shown the value of it. 

Respecting insane asylums the record is as little in favor of 
Christianity. The Egyptians"and Greeks cared for the insane in 
the precincts of some of their temples; the Mohammedans in 
the seve?t~ century built asylums for the insane at Fez, while the 
~rst Chnstlan asylum we hear of was built at Valencia in Spain 
m 1409. These pagans and unbelievers treated their insane 
patients with kindness, and sought to relieve them by diversions. 
It was ,left for Christianity to devise the medireval modes of cure, 
the pnson, the chain, the rack, the stake, combined with every 
form of abuse that ingenuity could devise. This was in the 
~almy days of the church, when she had full sway. Now, reason 
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and science once more assert themselves, and the modern fol
· lowers of Hippocrates and Galen, having no belief in demoniacal 

possession, have no need to resort to the violent and abusive 

methods devised by ignorant priests for driving the demon o~t 

of his supposed quarters. . 

These items are sufficient to prove that, in the care of the sick 
and insane, Christians have no right to ask, "What have un
believers done for the Vlorld? "-M. EmLY ADAMS, in the New 
Ideal. 

OUR CENTENNIAL.-THE OTHER SIDE. 

Was it not the object of the Centennial to depict, in a graphic, 
striking manner, the present actual condition of the whole peo
ple of the United States as a republic, after a hundred years of 
experiment, and to contrast it with the monarchical ~ystems of 
government in the Old World? 

In those governments, the greatest good of the fewest number 
is sought, and perpetuated by inheritance, regardless of intrinsic 
worth on the part of the individual office-holder or the property 
possessor; these having been originally obtained by the sword, 
war, and maintained by laws framed by the conquerors regard
less of inherent primitive rights. The king ruled by divine 
right, which the war-priesthood proclaimed, and the kings and 
priests divided the spoil. The priests diverted the attention of 
the common people from earthly things by pointing them to 
their imaginary heavens. They affirm that woman is the source 
of all evil to the human family, and that the man should rule 
over her by divine· appointment, as a punishment for introduc
ing sin into the world. And the kings and their aristocracy, 
under priestly inspiration and at their instigation, in the mean 
time, take entire possession of the land of the nation, of woman 
(half the population), and of the mass of the people. The land
less people they divide, using one-half as soldiers to keep the 
other half in subjectioIl, and to maintain their power of possession. 

· In both church and state, it was authority for truth, not truth for 
authority. 

The American Revolution was preceded by an earthquake 
and a heaven-quake (Napoleon's ". war of ideas"). Thomas 
Paine, Franklin, Jefferson, and their peers, were Infidels to the 
infidel systems of civil and ecclesiastical governments of the Old 
World. These constitute "the great whore of Babylon, with 
mystery written on her forehead." Governments, they pro
claimed, were instituted for the good of the people; the greatest 
good for the greatest number; and by the people and for t~ 
people; vox popub, vox nd--the voice of the people being, 
henceforth, the voice of God. The" Age of Reason " was writ
ten and published in place of orthodox mystery 'and authority. 
The primordial" Rights of Man" followed; these existed before 
any government; and" Common Sense" ,yas next in order, and 
then came the Declaration of Independence-" The Crisis," that 
brought on the revolution. It succeeded, and a government was 
established, based th~oretically upon the "inalienable rights" of 
human beings-that all men were created free and equal, and 
possessed of certain inalienable rights, and government sh.ould 
acknowledge and enforce those rights. Jefferson said, •• No man 
has'right to land only in usufruct." No person could believe or 
disbelieve any proposition, as they willed, or because of au
thority of either church or state. 

The inherent rights of men and women are equal, and there 
should be equality of the sexes in the family, in society, and in 
governmental affairs. In the earthly order, woman should have 
entire control of the sexual relation pertaining to reproduction. 
In that order education should be universal. Each child born 
should be equally educated as a citizen of the republic. There 
should be no monopoly of knowledge, for knmvledge is power. 
And in a republic all the sovereign people should be taught 
morality-self-supporting industry-hygiene. There would be 
no place for army, navy, doctors, or lawyers. No priests or 
millionaires. No poor and no criminals. 

·Paine said, "The most formidable weapon against error is 
· reason; and I trust that I shall never use any other." "I be
lieve in one God and no more; and I hope for happiness be
yond this life." "I believe in the equ-:tlity of man, and that 
religion consists in endeavoring to make our fellow·creatures 

happy." A government that was purely secular conservinO' the 
freedom of conscience of sects, and non-sects; from the I~fidel 
founders to the most fanatical Shakers, no sooner was this en
tirely secular government established than the Catholic and 
Protestant pr}estho?d unite?, like Pilate and Herod, to oppose 
and subvert It by lI1troducmg their Gods and Christs into the 
C:ons~itution, ~s they introduce pois~ns under the name of meci
c1l1e.1I1to theIr own physical systems. The evils that.remained 
after the government went into practical operation-unlimited 
l~nd posse~sions, c.hattel slavery, wages slayery, woman's subjec
tion a~d diSf ranchisement, and other forms of wrong, like class
educatl?n.-brought on the Civil War, costing thousands of lives 
and mIllIons of property. Now the priesthood of the old 
heavens and earth are seeking to subvert the It reason" and 
It rights" of the American people, contrary to their "common 
sense," and a second" crisis" is impending. 

The Centennial has shown up one side of the great American 
rep~blic-the wonderful prosperity and astonishing social and pe
cumary success ?f the class-educated part of the United States; a 
class ed~cated 111 the common schools, then in high schoolf;, 
academies, and colleges, and, finally, in the military institutions 
of the mi~cal1ed republic of the. United States, at the expense of 
the labOrIng part of the populatlOn, who are the wealth-producinO' 
~ajority. These are left in ignorance and poverty, to becom~ 
eIther the chattel or wages-slaves of the non-producinO' c1ass
educated part of the population, who had "taken away the key 
of knowledge" from their fellow-citizens. "Knowledcre is 
power." And thus they became the ruling powers of the °state 
-legislators enacting laws, and then lawyers to interpret those 
laws, by means of which the" monopolized the life-elements of 
the nation-the land, the money, and the labor of the uneducated 
men, women, and children of this "boundless continent." 

Whilst the governments of the Old \Vorld are "founded in 
force ~nd fraurl,". b~gjnning with force, the American govern
ment l~ foundc:d m Ignorance, and then perpetuated by fraud and 
force; It ends m a large army 3;nd navy, as exhibited in the grand 
display in the streets of New York and its adjacent waters. The 
pomp and pride, and glittering display of dress and of music-in 
war to drown the cries of the wounded; in peace, to captivate the 
uneducated and ignorant, and render them willing slaves to their 
educated bro~hers, who had taken away the key of "knowledge," 
destroyed theIr" reason," robbed them of the" inalienable rights'~ 
of man-the elements of existence, by which alone life and lib
erty can be maintained or the pursuit of happiness be successful~ 

Washington declared that this was not a Christian but a secu
lar government. His private secretary was Thomas Paine, who 
said, in the crisis of the Revolution," These are ·the times that 
try men's souls." Paine hated war like a Quaker; and the ortho· 
dox, war-Christians of all denominations-Catholic inc1uded--in 
both armies, hated" Tom Paine," as they opprobriouslv termed 
him, slanderously calling him Infidel and heretic, because he be
lieved in the" Age of Reason," in the "Rights of Man," in 
"Commo~ Sense;" in the equality of men and women, who 
should be equally represented in making and executing all the 
laws, social and governmental; and who said, " I believe in one 
God and no more." 

THE sEcmm CENTENNIAL. 

... Let us have another Centennial, wherein shall be broug-ht out, 
to the blaze of day, the dark side of the picture of the great Amer
ican republic. In our great cities, Jefferson declared, the people 
would be piled one upon another, and would devour one 
another, as under the old-world rule. Is it not true? He said, 
" No man has right to land except in usufruct." If carried out, 
there would be no great cities or " cancers on the body politic." 

If there be a skeleton in our national house let it be exhibited; 
let us see things as they are. Take off the covering that is oyer 
all peopl e, and the veil that is spread over the face of all nations. 
Let us have an exhibition, by processions, of the uneducated and 
robbed classes of society. Empty the slums, pauper houses, hos
pitals, tenement-houses, jails, and prisons, bringing out the poor 
and tramps. Give them appropriate emblems, banners, and 
mottoes. The fifty or a hundred thousand fallen women, with 
a like number of needle women, would make a grand display, 
with .their friends escorting. Then the landless men, who have 
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become soldiers and sailors from necessity, who learn to kill their, 
fellows that the rich may feed and clothe and shelter themselves. 

Let the" City by the Sea" ask Whittier to write another ode; 
he knows how to do it. His heart is not turned to stone; it. is 
in the right place. The theme would inspire him, and the Shak
ers would indorse him. (Elder) F. W. EVANS. 

Mt. Lebapon, N. Y. 

"BEDROCK REASONS." 

To the Editors of Fruthought.

In your issue of May 25, 1889, " J. C. P." sets out his" bed
rock" reasons for opposition to woman suffrage. He says that 
sovereignty rests upon the strong arms and physical strength of 
men only. The natural corollary from this that sovereignty 
rests only in the arms and physical . strength of the strong
est-that is, as Senator Ingalls claims, "might makes right." 
That was the basis of absolute despotism, but is not the basis 
of republican government. William the Conqueror relied 
upon the strong arm of his retainers to sllstain an absolute des
potism. There was a concession to the old form of choosing 
kings by a popular vote. Suffrage was not, at that time, accorded 
to the whole people, nor to those bearing arms or capable of bear
ing arms. Commutation of military service was the rule, and he 
who commuted did so because his land was charged with the 
mifitary service. V nless he owned land he owed no direct 
military service to the king. In this country the army and navy 
are paid by the nation to do its fighting. The police of the sev
eral states are paid by their respective governments to do police 
duty. If fighting is to be based upon the ability to fight or to com
pel submission to law, then the soldiers and the police alone 
should vote. This is not the rule of.republics, nor is it a reason
able rule. 

His second assumption, that the weakness of the land is due to 
the weakness of women and children, has no relation tothe ques
tion of suffrage.· Physically weak men, old men, paralytic men, 
provided they can reach the polls, -are permitted to vote. Yet in 
a foreign war or any domestic riot these men would be as helpless 
as the 'women, if not more so. 

His third point is that the ballot should not be surrendered to 
"incompetent, unwilling. and irresponsib!.e persons," chief among 
whom he place~ the \V. C. T. V., backed by the clergy. If this 
were a good reason for stripping one class in the community of 
all political rights, why not strike down the class of irresponsible 
men who vote under the direction of saloon keepers, and of po
litical bosses who stop at no measures to carry an election, and 
who profess to.have the vote of their re3pective districts for sale 
to the highest bidder? • 

If it is the right of an Agnostic or an Atheist to vote according 
to his views of right, he must concede to others the same liberty 
of thought and action. The despotisms of the church, by which 
Freet~ought was suppressed and the doctrine of heresy declared 
treason against the state, and punished by confiscation of property, 
by excommunication on the part of the church, and by being 
branded as a villain and an outlaw, forfeiting liberty, property, and 
all the rights of freemen, were based upon the same doctrine of ex
pediency as " J. C. P." contends for-that the community has a 
right to decide absolutely what is for its best interests, and to ~ 
invade personal rights to secure the so-called best good of the 
community. . 

As I am not a prohibitionist, nor a church-member, I am not 
defending the right of the clergy, or their followers, to dominate 
over the state, to suppress Freethought, to make it a crime to be 
honest, nor am I willing to take the other position that for fear 
this may come to pass, Liberals should unite to .strip Christians 
of their lJolitical rights, or disfranchise the women of this nation 
for fear that they will tyrannize over Freethinkers. 

In New Orleans the female teac~ers of the public schools had 
no protection in regard to the payment of their wages, while the 
male officials took care to use whatever public money there was 
for the payment of their salaries. 

If" J. C. P." will read a late article in "The Journal of United 
Labor," showing the condition of the working girls of Chicago, 
who are compelled to work at starvation wages and- are forced 

almost to prostitution to keep body and soul together, he will see 
the manner in which we protect women where they have the 
power. It is all very well to talk o[chiv.llry, but the employing 
class in this country h'lVe no chi val ric ideas.· They protect their 
female employees exactly as the slaveowners prot.ected their 
slaves, and in the same spirit-to obtain the most work for the 
least pay, and with utter disregard of the health or morals of 
those they employ. 

Many of the members of the \V. C. T. V. feel th::sewrongs 
and outrages upon their sex, and they desire the ballot so that it 
may be a shield against these wrongs. It is true that they have 
made prohibition one of the leading fea!ures of their work. It 
is equally true that many of their mem bers also acknowledge that 
other measures are needed. And whether prohibition is to be 
the law of this country or not, is a question to be decided by male 
votes as well as bv the votes of the females. It follows as inevit
ably in their work, as it has in other reform work, that they will 
come to think and act for themselves, that they will not be blind 
followers of clerical leaders. It is enough for us to accord equal 
rights now, and to trust to the advance of intelligence and hon
esty to secure to all equal rights in the fu~ure. 'V. S. BUSH. 

Seattle, W. T., May 27, 1889. 

THE WATTS-DRIVER /I DEBATE." 

It seems that the recent meeting between Mr. Charles \Vatts 
and the Rev. Mr. Driver,' at Chicago, was not a deb.lte, after all, 
notwith::,tanding Dr. Driver was announced with a flourish of trum
pels as the great "answerer" of Infidels _and skeptics. E. A. 
Stevens writes ; 

After Mr. 'Vatts arrived in Chicago, -Dr. Driver said he 
would not debate, that he had conscientious scruples against dis
cussion; but if Mr. Watts would lead off for an hour each even
ing, he (Driver) would follow him. His conscience was not 
troubled, however~ at such manifest unfairness. Merton Smith, 
who represented D. L. Moody, finally agreed that half-hour 
speeches should be allowed, in which Mr. \Vatts could say what 
he pleased and Dr. Driver could use his time as he chose. This 
gave the Christian champion all the advantage, but we consented, 
as Mr. Watts could well afford to concede everything, and then, 
metaphorically, wipe him out. The four nights discu~sion were 
reduced to three at Dr. Driver's request, he pleading indisposi
tion and fatigue. 

Large and intelligent audiences attended each session, and on 
some occasions the opera house was fairly packed. It was quite 
a task to enforce the rule demanded by the Christians, that no 
demonstrations pf approval or disapproral be made, as they were 
the most frequent violators of it. 

The learned doctor of divinity is quite an interesting emotional 
orator, a student, and connected with a theological university at 
his home; he is adroit in his discussiori, but is no debater, and 
his greatest ingenuity was evidenced in his evasion of the ques
tions Mr. \Vatts put to him~ I 

It would be utterly impossibJe In a single short article to sum
marize the discussion, or to do anything like justice to Mr. 
Watts's magnificent championship of secular principles. Thor
oughlyarmed at all points, he is perfectly impervious to the 
aimless SI13.fts of his orthodox adversary. He is a great compen
dium of secular history and philosophy, and the skill of his meth
ods is almost marvelous, for his mind and tongue are trained to 
work in rapid unison, and he is ever ready to clinch with logic 
and reason the points of his opponent, and to this is added a weU

. tempered satire that cuts like a Damascus blade. Through the 
greater part of the discussion he preserves a courteous suavitv, 
and; it might be said, an "insinuating smoothness," but before 
he closes he marshals his facts and descends on his unfortunate 
adversary like an avalanche, sweeping all before him. ' 

The lectures delivered Sunoay afternoon and evening drew 
large houses and were applauded to the echo. Both were schol
arly productions, evincing a breadth of culture and depth of re
search strongly contrasting with even the most distinguished 
doctors of divinity that the Christians could put forth. A large 
portion of the orthodox element \vere of that class who,." con
vinced against their will, are of the same opinion still," It may 
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be there were a few open to conviction, and still possessed of • 
sufficient intelligence to discern the difference between rational
ism a,nd emotionalism. Such must have been impressed with 
Mr. Watts's forcible arguments. Several new members have been 
added to our roll of honor, so' we know" we have not labored in 
vain, nor spent our strength for naught." 

A resolution of thanks was unanimously tendered Mr. Watts 
for the ability with which he championed our cause, and the in
tellectual treat his lectures had proved. 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL MANUAL. 

One of the most important questions of the times, which 
must very soon be met by the American people, is that of moral 
instruction in O'lr public schools. 

How to teach children the purest principles of morality with
out teaching them sectarian dogmas, is a matter involving the 
very existence of our free public-school system. 

Individuals cannot, with propriety, insist that their peculiar re
ligious tenets shall be taught to those children whose guardians 
do not accept such doctrines, and they have an undoubted right 
to object to anything being taught in a free unsectarian secular 
school to which any patron can reasonably make objections. 

Recent events in Boston, Chicago, Pittsburg, and other places, 
show that a bitter controversy on this subject will soon convulse 
our entire country, and a wise policy requires that some common 
scheme of moral instruction shall be suggeste.d to our state 
schools, which shall be acceptable to all. 

In a recent Symposium got up by the editor of the Christian 
Register of Boston, on the main question, "Can morality be 
taught in our public schools without sectarianism?" a large 
number of the leading educators of our country of different de
nominations, including Hebrews, answered in the affirmative. 
We, who believe it can be done, are bound to show how to do 
it. With this in view, I venture to make the following practical 
proposition: . 

I will contribute $ I 00 to raise $1,000, to be offered as a prize 
for the best practical scheme, in the form of a manual, or other 
device, for the use of teachers in our public schools, showing 
how the purest ethics can be taught without teaching such doc
trinal tenets as could justly be offensive to either Catholics or 
Protestants, Jews or Liberals. 

This pledge of $100 is conditioned upon the pledge for this 
object of the total sum of $ I ,000. . 

When the whole amount of $r,ooo is promised, the sub
scribers shall have a friendly conference in person, or by proxy, 
to arrange details and select a committee to act as judges upon 
the papers submitted, and to award the prize. 
• Several personal letters have been sent out containing the 
above proposition, and the following pledges have been promptly 
made: 
R. B. Westbrook, Philadelphia, Pa ........................ $100 00 


G. E. Swan, Beaver Dam, Wis...... . .. .. . .. .... ...... . . .. 100 00 

Joseph Sedgebeer, Painesville, O. . . . .. ...... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 100 00 
L. Geiger, Hudson, N. Y. ...... .. ...... ...... ...... .....• 100 00 
W. 	H. Forwood, Fort Snelling, Minn...... ...... ...... .... 100 00 

We now need $500 more. I earnestly appeal to all patriots, 
and egpecially to members and friends of the American Secular 
Union, to subscribe this amount of money at once. We prefet 
subscriptions of $100 each, but smaller amounts will be ac
cepted. Let us have at least three more of $100 subscribers. 
Let the balance be made up by $50 and $25 pledges. Pro
gressive thinkers are often called iconoclasts and destructive 
critics-tearing down without an effort to build up. There is 
too much truth in this charge. If we object to the present system 
of" religious 11 instruction in' our public schools, and in Girard 
College, and other institutions that should be free from sectarian
ism, we are bound to ·show a more "excellent way." The ec
clesiastical war between Romanists and Protestants over" re
ligion" in our state schools will at last have to be settled by 
Secularists and on the Secular principle. Persons holding to the_ 
Nine Demands of Liberalism must lead in the great work. 
Moreover, we Liberals need just such a manual as we propose 
for use in our own families and societies, to place side by side 
with Washburn's" Cosmian Hymn Book" and Bierbower's" The 

Virtues and their Reasons" and other similar works. Let us 
now vindicate ourselves from the slander that we are indifferent 
to the question of morals and that we are mere agitators and 
theorists. Let us do something for the permanent good of the 
world. 

We hope to have the proposed subscription filled within one 
week from the time that it reaches our friends through our 
Liberal papers. Responses may be addressed directly to the 
undersigned. R. B. WESTBROOK, 

Pres. Am. Sec. Union, 1,707 Oxford street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

A FREETHINKER'S MODEL RANCH. 

If anyone in {:;alifornia wants to know how to make a living and 
lay up money on the products of ten acres, he should spare the 
time to visit the beautiful little home of D. Edson Smith, out on 
the west side of town. He settled there six years ago in the tall 
mustard, and went to work to make a comfortable home. If 
ever a man succeeded, he is that man. \Ve visited his place this 
week, for the firs~ time in two years, and saw his theories of 
farming demonstrated. Every species of fruit-tree, nut-tree, and 
shrub of value on the coast is growing, flourishing, and bearing 
splendid crops of the best varieties in existence. Between the 
trees he has every species and variety of the best garden vege
tables growing all the time. But he takes care of his ground,
and it grows richer all the time. While he raises nearly every
thing he eats, he always has a large surplus to sell, which pays 
for- his groceries, clothing, etc., and leaves a bank account in his 
favor besides. His berries are the finest, his larger fruit the best, 
and -his vegetables the nicest that come to the Santa Ana market. 
He keeps a fine cow, a horse, and two or three hundred 
chickem. AU are put to the best me and are made profitable. 
Everything he touches prospers. The only secret is that he 
works. He neglects nothing. Everything is attended to promptly 
and in the best possible manner. No half-tended stock. no sickly, 
drooping chickens, no trouble or clouds, no fits of de~pondencyr 

flourish or grow on his ranch. . All is sunshine, hard but agree
able work, and prosperity. The secret is, he toils while others 
do not. He toils while others play. He improves each shining 
hour while others sit around and wait for something to turn up~ 
His ten-acre ranch is the model of Southern California, and is 
worth a visit from all who visit the valley. Lastly, it is not for 
sale.-Santa Ana Standard. 

WHAT THE SECULAR UNION IS DOING. 

Charles Watts, editor of the Tronto Secular Thought, bears 
witness to.-he activity and efficiency of the American. Secular 
Union in the" appended editorial from his paper: 
• During our recent visit to Chicago we availed ourselves of the 

opportunity presented of ascertaining from official sources the 
nature and extent of the excellent work being accomplish~d by 
the American Secular Union. For thirty vears we have been in 
favor of Secular organization, inasmuch ·as we regard it as being 
the most effectual means of gathering together and consolidating 
the elements so very necessary to the success of our movement. 
Seeing the valuable service now being rendered to our cause _by 
the American Secular Union \\'e are, more than ever, impressed 
with the advantages of organized effort. Not only is the Union 
a centre of the great Freethought party of the United States, but 
in its associated capacity it has special facilities for inaugurating 
and carrying out measures of reform which cannot be so readily 
done by individual effort. The Union is now engaged in the 
formation of branch societies throughou~ the continent, making 
a legal protest against the dangerous encroachments of the 
Roman Catholics, endeavoring to regain the Girard gift which 
has been wickedly stolen from us by ort~odox 9hristians, and 
seekino- to secure a mannal on moral teachmgs, apart from theol
ogy, f;r the education of the Secular -youth. This is the pro
gramme of the Union, and its forms a record" of practical work 
which is as creditable to the organization as it will be useful to 
all Secularists. - It appears to us from our personal knowledge 
that this organization is deserving of the active support of every 
person who desires to aid in obtaining the triumph -of -justice 
freedom, and mental liberty. 
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The secretary of the Union, Mr. E. A. Stevens, is undoubtedly 
a hard worker who is determined not to allO\,: "grass to grow 
under his feet." Evidently his heart is in the cause, to which 
he, heartily devotes his time and energy. From what we saw 
during the five days we were in Chicago his powers of endurance 
would seem to have no end; early and late was he at his office 
attending to his manifold duties. We sincerely hope that his de
votion to and zeal for the cause will meet with that appreciation 
which they deserve. 

We were exceedingly gratified- at the promising condition of 
the Chicago local Secular Society. It is based upon a sound 
principle, and has the advantage of having the alliance of 
r, young blood and old heads." While the younger members of 

. the society-both ladies and gentlemen-are able and active, 
they have the supreme advantage of the great experience and 
freely-rendered services of such well-tried workers as Mrs. Free
man and Mr. Jehu Barr. The society combines rational amuse
ment with intellectual discipline, the great secret of success in 
such a movement as ours. Not content with having lectures on 
Sundays, singing, dramatic, and debating classes are held during 
the week, and thus the co-operation of old and young, male and 
female, is secured. If these advantages were possessed and 
judiciously used by all Freethought societies throughout this vast 
continent, Secularism ere long would be even a greater power in 
our midst than it is at present. 

A Woman's Plea. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
In FRE~THOUGHT of May 25 were several letters concerning "Women 

and Politics," and I would ask the liberty of answering the one by "J: 
C~P." First let me say to him that sovereignty may be the life of all 
governments where the bayonet is the principal power; as, for instance, 
it is to-day 'in Russia. There was once a time when everything was 
ruled by brute force and only those that were the strongest survived. If 
men were not endowed with the passions that Nature has given ,them, 
women would have been laid beneath the club and our human race 
would have been extinct. 

But in the nineteenth century in a land over which Liberty waves her 
stars and stripes, and the people claim to be governed, not by sovereignty 
and the b2.yonet but by the laws of equity and virtue, I say woman has 
the same right in the voice of such a government as man has, by reason 
.of her being an intellectual and moral being. 

Again, I would like to ask" J. C. P." if the ballot -would be any more 
.ora mockery and sham in the hands of an intelligent and moral woman 
than it is in the hands of an ignorant negro or Chinaman. I think that 
.c J. C. P." has somewhat of that old spirit that was shown in the Dark. 
Ages when representatives of Christianity in grand council di~ussed the 
possihility of woman having a soul, a~ they thought that she was too un
cleanly and un-sacred to have one. How absurd it is to us now to thin!! 
of women as mere things. Please let" J. C. P." remember, too, that all 
women are not" \V. C. T. U's." nor are they all staunch followers of 
the" clergy." I wonder, as does Elva Davidson, in her letter last week, 
if we would have succeeded in getting a more pious president or post
master general than we have now, if the women had voted. Our presi
dent will not even read a letter on Sunday, and Wanamaker is entirely 
too spiritual to have an existence long on this material globe. 

Do you not .know that the religion and virtue taught at the mother's 
knet! has far more influence over the child than the ministers and school
tutors combined? Lincoln always said if it had not been for his mother's 
virtuons training he would never have issued the Emancipation Proclama
tion. 

The age of tyranny is past; we are now living in the age of reason, 
equity, and virtue, and if we want to further advance our Civilization 
from the bonds of superstition and ignorance, let woman step in with 
her virtue and intelligence and be a co-partner with you. Give her 
firlit a chance to use her influence for good; you don't know what she 
l~ight do. The woman of to-day is not the woman of yesterday. She 
sees more and more that it is necessary that she too must be interested in 
these great re:orms of our day which so greatly concern· the welfare of 
each and ,all of us. Give hera chance,'I repeat; give her the ballot and 
the!1 see \vhat the woman 'of to-morrow may be. I don't doubt that at 
nrstihere might result an eruption in our government, as the common 

result of evolution, but it would be as an earthquake on this mighty 
-earth of ours. It would shake you up for a little time, do a little local 
damage, make you think something terrible was going to happen, then 
quietly pass over, and 'all be for the best of our nation and civilization, 
finally. BESSIE VON H. TING. 

Pomona, Cal. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

"John Ward, Preacher." $1.50. 

"Yone Santo," see advertisement. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." 1 5 cent3 . 

"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Liberty and Morality," by \V. S. Bell. 15 cents. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 

.< Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry \Yard. Price, 50 cents. 

"The Story of an Afric,tn Farm," a gool Freethought novel, 


by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 
Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 

intrigues agJ.inst Irish lib~rty. Price, 50 cents.. . 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 

S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURES. 

Fresno Flats, June I, 2,3, New Sanel, June 6, 7, 

Hornitos, June 4t- Ukiah, June 8,9,10, 


Covelo, June 13, 14, 15, 16. 


THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton .... _. _.Or., June 22,23, Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug .. _..... 26, 
Stayton, ........ " " .... 24, La Grange, Or .... Aug. : ..••.. 29, 
Mills City ...... " ". 25, 26, Union ..... Or. " ........ 30 , 
Turner, _....... " " .... 27, Baker City," Sept ... _ ' .... 1, 
Eola ...•.... _.. " " .. _. 28, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 
Canby ......... H " .. 29, 30 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 
Molalla ........ " July .... 3,4, Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9,10, 
Kalama ... _.. W.T.," .. _6,7, LongCreek ..... _" " 11,12, 
Starks Point, W.T., and vicinity, Hamilton ........ " 14,15, 

July 9, 10, II, 12, 13, Monument ...... "" 16,17, 
Astori~ ... .'..•.. Or., July ... 14, HayStack ..... _ " 18,' 
Stella .........• W.T.," 15,16,17, Lone Rock .•...• " 19,20, 
Oswego ........Or., " 18, 19, Fossil ........... " 21,22, 
Arnold's Grove .. " " 20,21, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Nonh Yamhill ... Or_, Sept. _... 29, 
Coburg. . . .. " Aug .. _..... 7, 8, Forest Grove .... " ". _.. 30, 
Lebanon. . .. H " ........•.• 9, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct,3,4,5, 
Olympia ...W.T.," ...... 11,12, 6,7, 
Buckley ... W.T.,H .. _... 13,14, Linkville .....Or., Oct. 11,12,13, 
Davenport, " " ....•• 17, 18, Sacramento ...... _.. Cal., Oct. 20, 
Cheney _.. " " ....••... 19, San Francisco ....... c, "27, 
Rosalia. .. " " ......... 20, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Sprague. . " " ......... 21, of November, 
Pasco_ . . . . . ..•.•... 22, San Di~go and vicinity the month of 
Dayton .... W. T., Aug .... 24, 25, December. 

l\IR. GEORGE H. DAWES, of Pittsville, Wis., will start toward 
Oregon in July, and would like to make lecture engagements on 
the route on or near the line of the Northern Pacific railroad. 
Mr. Dawes has been engaged by Mr. F. Hauswirth, of North 
Yamhill, Or., to teach a private school, and will lecture on Sun
days. 

H THE Dawn" is the title of a new eight-page monthly journal 
emanating from 36 Bromfield street, Boston. It is in'tended to 
be an organ of the Christian Scientists. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G.·~ 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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Preethought UAmerica."FOR ·SALE ANNOUNCEMENT. 
·Here we a temple raise 

An interest in a Factory for manufacturing On Truth's eternal base I hereby inform the fruit-growers ofCalHornia 
To Lib;!rty; that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif..The Best Panning Mill 

A temple whose fair dome ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
On the Coast. Shall point the nations home, of. It is simple in construction, will be run by · 

Whose motto bids them come, steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
The truth makes free. the defects in other family driers-especiallyUpward of $5,000 invested in Patent the Zimmerman, which I have used and under-. Oppressor and oppressedRight, Factory, and Stock. Ready sales stand well.Finding one common rest, and large profits. A model of the above dryer is on exhibitionShall hither come. at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street.Loud let your heralds ring, Mr. Redstone will explain its construction,. WANTED: A man to take an active Till bond and free shaH sing, mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is abopart in the business-a splendid chance Till the last wanderer bring authorized to se 11 the same or organize a comHis tribute home.for an energetic man-a Liberal preferred. pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this. 

, See mighty Babel rise, coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr.. . 
\Ve refer you to S .. P. Putnam, editor, High towering to the skies 

who is personally acquainted with us. On Shinar's plain; 
So supersl ilion's throne, RATIONAL COMMUNISM.Address, B::Jx 269, With thousand tongues unknown, 


E~1St Portland, Or. 
 The Present and the Future 
Oppression's reign. 

Has bid the nations own 

Republic of North America· 
"MODERN THOUGHT," But in this building fair, 

BY A CAPITALIST. -Devoted t!J the- Which we to truth uprear, 
The praise shall be A book advocat4ng associate life as a remedy SPIRITUALIZATION OF HUMANITY, The never ceasing song, for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 

Published Monthly by Of the enfranchised throng, present conditions of society in this country, 
Borne all the earth along, pointing out their imperfections, and sh9wing how CHARLES FILLMORE, 

"The Truth makes free." it is almost impossible that the people should be 
JOURNAL BUILD[~G, KANSAS CITY, MO. otherthan poor and vicious under our presentNow let us strike the lyre $1 P.!r Year-Sample Copy Free. system. The remedy, the author thinks, is comIn strains yet clearer, higher, 

munal life, anel he has drawn a vivid picture ofTo Liberty.Christian Science, Metaphysical, Theosophi the future Republic of North America, as it \vill Sing universal good, cal, Spiritual, and all l<.inds of reform literature be when society shall be organized on the princi.Sing the great brotherhood,for sale. pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig-. Shout over hill and flood, 
orusly wrilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1."The Truth makes free." 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
Herl! would we bring to thee, 

S. P. TAYLOR' & CO., 
l\Ianufacturers and Dealers in Transcendent deity, 

A priesthood tried. J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS.PAPERS! 
Priest, hero, statesman he, 

Manila, Book, J.Vews, Hardware, Wrapping Redeemer all must be, The Bible, What Is 1\1 A pamphlet containing
PAPER BAGS, TWINE. Whos~ sacred ministry eight chapters in refutation of the assuniptiou 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills Can here abide. that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
THOMAS CURTIS. and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 .c.;;nts.414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
Milton's Infirmity. biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo-· w. M. HINTON & CO. 

logically denominated "the fall." Price 10Teachers hear so many queer answers to 
cents.

their questions, especially in history, that PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of lht!they do not often try to recall them; but 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the536 CLAY STREET, one teacher relates an answer which he coming of Christ has-any reference to him. 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. thinks worth recording. Price, 15 cents. Address 

Having in mind Milton's blindness, the PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
the teacher had asked a pupil in history: 
H Was John Milton afflicted with some CHURCH AND STATE.
great afirmity ? " 

. " Yes sir," said the scholar, promptly. THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC
" What was it? " 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW"He was a poet.""':'-Youth's Companion. 
AMERICAN PARTY, 

An Ungodly Pamily. A 'Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Miss Travis-Ah, Johnny, I have caught 

Price, 10 cents. Addressyou with a fish-pole over your . shoulder I 
PVTNAll & MACDONALD •. 

14 kara~ Gold Scarl Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
 I shall go right and tell your father. Where 
lJ karat GoltI, Bma.!l size Badge Pin... ............... 200 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin... . .• .•••. . • . . • . • 2 75 is he? 
U kara~ G.)ld, slllall size Badge Pin with Diamond, SS, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge I'in ....................... 3 00 Johnny Dumpsey-Down at the foot of GIRARD'S WILL 
14 karat Gold. Lar:e Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
 the garden diggin' the bait.-Free Press.10 kara.t Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Smail Cha.rm (for watch chalu)....... 4 50 -AND
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 GO 

14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
 THE Southern Presbyterian Assembly 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond· 14 00 Girard College Theology. had decided that the evolution hypothesis ·This is a full-bodied diamond, ~('t so that It may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. is no good; that it is a lowpothesis in fact, An Expose 

Sent to any address, prepaiu, and guaranteed as repre
sented or mon y rcfuuded, addresil. and no prop~r person will have anything Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificentPUTNAM & MACDONALD, to do with it.-Alta.504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 
A MOST remarkable piece of journalistic Christian Associa-A FEW DAYS IN-ATHENS. tion. 


By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 

enterprise is reported from Oklahoma. 
The first man to die a natural death in that By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D.

the Greek Philusopher, and of the Author' territory wa:. a newspaper man. Price $1. Address, Putnam & MacdonaldPrice. cloth, 75 cents. 



----

366 FREETHOUGHT. 

WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILLWANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of\VETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
_31 years; who is-an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMpROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16;50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-otmce case, $1 extra',' and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do.; hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, _ $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., . adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect walch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewherel' In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
ghissinsidecap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in· 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIE$' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
• 	 $20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

_DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
-cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35· for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. S~nt subject -to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.~A speCialty. A full line of solid Gold an9 best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros" tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

-14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .5 0 

6 .Rogers Eros' best triple-plated. Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed' satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and. 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see next column of this paper. 

"	 RAYSDR.EADON. 

I 

A pproved 

sellmg
work for 
hours... 

FREE 

REMARKABLE BOOK:t of Edinhurgh, Scot-
a Ifra,lcate of three umV~rSll1CK, 11 11(1 retired after 50 years' Pl'RCL1(Je.. he 

: • t~'~:;:.1~'t~~ l~ 1~!~~::::t:~~~t;I;:,'~:~~t~~f~:;~\':.~~~t'u~ ..~~:5; 
most pupll-ar and comprehensive lxKllt tr~llting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: 	~c:.YJ'~J~ ~l~e~~t:!t1:~ bn:lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 

nstructlve, practical.. prel!entation ot~'~Ie<lical COl1l1ll0n BenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable 00 invalidR, l!bowin~ new meani by whiCh t l:cy may be cure D 

by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crit -cs, aud litarnt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubjcc!.8 €'SpeciAlly important to young me N 
I:. veryone who .. wants to Jmow, you know," will· find it interestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t introduced, consistsofa~ri.A NEW-

, of beautiful ~·..l".·t'd t1Datd~ 
~:,1 ;::'fo\~~lli~~.l~~~~:i!~~'(\;~l~~~~ ~~t :~~~~~~~JrctAGENTS whoh:wealrcady found 1\t:"old mine in it. l4r.

Koehler writ.:!I: .. I ROld the fir.;t silt booJcs in two 
Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, at speciiU rates. BenMer terms. • 

.16·~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\ white an4 
~lut' circulars., and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(lUli. Mcnt.UlJf#. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 

JII1BRJ.Y WLL PI1B. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW Jork. 
--------------------------------~~------ ~ ~ 

.Temperance and Prohibi.tion, TH E INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to _ 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. _Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. ·.- .. 

Miners and Minmen Attention I 

Centrifugal puIver~zer, 

Guarantees to work One Ton 

per hour of the Hardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen. 

-ADDRESS;

H. 'W. WALKER, 

ASSAYER, 

109 Montgomery Block, San Francisco. 

In replying t:> this a.dvertisement. mention Freethought. 

his 

Doctor 

mlddle
seminal 

re

.• Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the rut-st successful (in
apec:alty) as his IJractir>e will 
surely "rove. 'l'he 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
easls of young and 
aged men sllch as 
weaknllss. impotency, &c., 
Bultiug from indescretiou and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are slImg should send ten (10
cents for his lJook. 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Allplication-

A. POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
'times its cost, and should. b. 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfide~tial, 
Plain Envelope~ used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

Address, DR. Ji. P. FELLOVfS, VINELAND, NEW JERSI!:Y' 
!:lay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the WaRhington National View'.]
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic alld 
skillful physician. SIOIiliar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by tbe press
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialist. in hIS line, stantis foremost 
In hi.s profession. and. the ~ncomiums showered up.>n him 
publa~ly as we!l .as m private are Jlattering eviuences of 
t!Je high ap~reClatlO':I and ~on~de':lce ~is long and consc;en

j~~~fy ~:ri~cff!~ L~:, s~Jlf'ti~e:a}~ t~ltlts~ts:~n have so 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12. 1888 

. DR. R. P: FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy JOu sent 
IS working lIke a cbarm. I am completely SUrprise the way
It acts upon the organs. l~ave only been ulling it one week 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out. all 
right. Yours resl,ectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ States 
from young, middle ·aged and elderly men, sutIenug froni 
various kinds of sexual, complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. As I am an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their tirue- and moneYOD 
Christian doctol'll. DR. FJ!:LL9W8• 
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor. 

7222 BTOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

DREse SUITS A SPEOIALTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 655 

P.O·. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

AT1'ORNEY· AT LAW, 
Commercial Business and Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Pl\.ClfIC Cl\R]{~AGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 1.1. POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands,200 and 207 Sutter St. 

N W BndS ;~~;=:::~a~~;ndSutterSt~ 

.r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor~ 5th, S. F. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, 
Devoted to Secular Religion and Social 


Regeneration. 


HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. 


Contains, besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, 
the Sunday Addresses 01 the Editor before Unity 
Congregation. 

It is the only so-called" Liberal" paper that 
advocates radical social regeneration. 

Its columns are opt!n for the absolutely free 
discussion of aU religious and economic theories. 

Twelve pages. Issued weekly. Annual sub
scription one dollar. 

Sample copies fru. All sdscribers will 
reClive a copy of Mr. Pentecost's book, "What 
J Bdieve." Address. 

Twentieth Century Publishing Co., 
NO.4 Warren street, N;w York 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


~~INESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

PANSS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 


TS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 


.Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~A.S. F. :J3UFl.G-.l\I.[.A.N". 


TAILOR, 

-1.01 FIFTH STREET 1.01.

P. A.. CLARK. ClIA.S. W. CLAR.K 
IxE!vlSBURG's W"ORKS. 

raise Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

DIAMOND VALLEY 
NURSERIES. unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 

by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .":ltatistics, showing the creells CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 

NURSERYMEN. 
Gatalpas for Timber Culture a Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re

publio.Specialty. Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
. Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit Bible Mora's. TwenlY Crimes and Vices Sanc
. and Ornamental Trees and Vines. tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deceplion; 

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. Cheating; Theft and H.ubbery: Adultery and 
Special Attention Given to Planting Prostitution; Murder: Wars of lonquest and 

Extermination: Despotism; Intolerance and
and Caring of Orchards Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 

and Vineyards. to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac~ 
riiices; Cannibalism: Witchcraft; Sla\'ery; PoAddress lygamy; Intemperance; Puverty and VagranCLARK. BROS., cy; Ignorance and idiucy; Obscenity. Price,

P. O. Box. (',Stl.n Jacinto, Cal single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. SlJecial 
discount on larger quantities. 

The Parson's Thrilling Clim:tx. Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath

The. Rev. G. R. Palmer, of AugU3ta, one from a rational point of view. Large and 
of the members of the conference, told handsome print. The question is discussed 
\\ hile in tOWQ a story of a brother whose under the following heads: Origin of the Sab

batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian eloquence was of the soaring style. He 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of was' accustomed to attempt the PlOst am '::unday Arguments; Origin of Christian ~ab 

bitious rhetorical flights; sometimes he bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
completed them all right and sometimes Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 

Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, he didn't. Not infrequently he lost com
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday mand of his vocabularv at a critical mo l.aw>o C Price. '2~ cents: 6 copies, $1.

ment and the result '~'as disastrous to his Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
metaphor. 504 Kearny st. San Franois 

One Sunday' he was pronouncing a glow
ing eulogy on a departed saint. He raised ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
him in a stately and resplendent progress Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 
step by step to the pearly gates. He almost Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 

Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; Thehad him safe in heaven when he hesitated 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, I 5and seemed at a loss. cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana

"And brethren," said he-" an:} breth sexual advice ror the married, 25 cents. 
ren, he went in as slick as a mouse ! "  Address, E. D. SLENKE~,' 
Lewiston Joumal. Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 
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YONE, SANTO, 

A Child of Japan. 

BY E. H. HOUSE. 


rrhe Book that the American Missionary Society tried to Suppress" but Didn't." 

A Splendid Story, and ~n Unsparing Exposure of the Missionary Business in Ja.pan. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny Street, San Francisco. 

FREETIIOUGHT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S -WORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was made. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance." Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob· 
"' G. Illg~rsoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."-J'onn Swinton's 
P"iJM'. ' 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put. 
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs ~he reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents.' CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
IJutnam as a genuine poet."- Thl' (/Ilivlru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a. suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc,;. 
tions very a.ttractive."-Dr. Fllote'l Healtn 
Monthly•. 

Ingersoll and-Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.c- It is well worth reading."-BostolS 
Imustisrator_ 

1 HE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A \.j,.<eu;;sion between Gladstolle, Huxley, ~ulle~, Linton, 
3evilte ull the Confiict between Genesis and Geology. 
Price, 50 CClltS. ' 

Ownership. 

Old Farmer Boggs of Boggy Brook 
Went to the country fair, 

And with his wife he strolled around 
To see the wonders there. 

"That horse," he said, "Gray Eagle Wing, 
Will take the highest prize; 

But our old Dobbin looks as well 
And better to my eyes. 

He is, I know, what folks call slow, 
It's far the safest way to go; 
Some folks, perhaps, might thing it strange, 
I really should not like to change. 

" And those fat oxen, Buck and Bright, 

Don't have so large a girth, 


Nor match like them, just to a hair. 

But I know what they're worth. 

They're good to plow and good to draw; 
You stronger pullers never saw, 
And always mind my gee and haw; 
Some folks, perhaps might think it strange, 
I really shouldn't want to change. 

" That Devon heifer cost, I heard, 
A thousand dollars." " Now," 

Said Mrs. Boggs, "my Crumple Horn 
Is just as good a cow; 

Her milk, I'm sure's, the very best, 
Her butter is the yellowest; 
Some folks, perhaps might think it strange, 
I really shouldn't want to change. 

"Those premium hogs," said Mrs. Boggs, 
"My little Cheshire pig 

Is better than the best of them, 
Although he's not so big. 

And that young Jersey is not half 
So pretty as old brindle's calf, 
Nor is there in the poultry pen 
As Speckled Wings so good a hen ! " 

As Fa~er Boggs to Boggy Brook 

Rode homeward from the fair, 


He said: "I wish my animals 

Had all of them been there; 


And if the judges had been wise 

I might have taken every prize! " 


A REVOLUTIONARY joke: "Are those our 
men?" asked Major Pitcairn, as a squad 
of soldiers approached along the road near 
Concord. "No, sir," replied Colonel 
Smith; "they are minute-men." General 
Washington believed that it was to this 
that the British defeat mav be attributed.
Harper's Bazar. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC). 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice ................._.... , .... $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-
The North American Review 


-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks -of 


Hon. W. E. GJadstone. 


Price 50 ceilts. Sold by Putnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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the San Francisco News Company. 

SAN FRANCISCO, JUNE IS, 1889. 

QUEEN VICTORIA sends her sympathy to the homeless and be
reaved people or' Johnstown. Sympathy is consoling, but it 
butters no parsnips. 

IT must discourage the preachers of San Francisco to realize 
that John Slater, the Mediumistic Wonder, draws a larger con
gregation every Sunday than can be found in any church in the 
~ity. 

THE nun's cloister of the Presentation convent on Powell street 
is to be broken by Archbishop Riordan, and the inmates will go 
out to do "charitable" work. Said charitable work consists 
mainly in begging funds to pay taxes and other expenses of 
Gatholic institutions. ' 

cc HEAVEN was ~erciful that the fire was allowed to occur in the 
daylight." Such is the remark of the Examiner concerning the ' 
Seattle holocaust. Perhaps so; but it would have been a rarer 
exhibition of mercy, and more to the point, if heaven had had 
the presence of mind to send a smart shower. and put the fire 
out as soon as it started. 

THERE is about to be a Catholic revival in the State prison at 
San Quentin. Father Chappa and some other priests will hold 
religious exercises in the prison during the week preceding June 
23, and on that day Archbishop Riordan officially participates in 
the services of confirmation and communion. There is a lot of 
good material for Catholics in San Qu~ntin, 'as also there is a lot 
of good material for San Quentin among those who already be
long to that church. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Signs of the Times, an "Advent" 
paper, reports that the natives of Pitcairn Island, in the Polynesian 
archipelago, observe Saturday as the Sa.bbath. The ~orrespond
ent believes there is something remarkable in these heathen 
"embracing the truth," and adds: "Truly the Lord has gone be
fore us, and has done a work that is a marvel indeed." This 
circumstance reminds us of another. Some years ago mission
aries leaving San Francisco for one of the Southern Islands con
ducted services regularly every seventh day while making the 
voyage, and neglected to take note of the twenty-four hours 
gained by crossing the meridian, so that their day for worship 

, fell upon ~fonday. They therefore observed Monday as the 
Sabbath, and the natives still adhere to the custom. Possibly the 
missionaries who converted the Pitcairns came from the other 
direction and introduced Saturday by a similar error. It often 
transpires that what is termed an act of providence turns out to 
be only a fluke after all. 

PRESIDENT HARR1S0~ has issued an order abolishing all Sunday 
duties for soldiers except the parade for personal inspection. We 
fail to see any good reason for this exception. A parade for per
sonal inspection is as much a violation of the Sabbath as a dress 
parade with music by the band, and reducing Sunday labor is 
only compromising with the deity. If Sunday is the Lord's day, 
Christians should observe the whole of it, and trust in providence 
to repair any damages that may arise from such observance. 
Until they do this their faith in God will be open to doubt. 

_ THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freeth<?ught Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, June 16, at 8 o'clock. An address entitled" A Defense 
of the Agnostic Position" is to be delivered by J. L. Hatch, Esq. 
All are invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Robert Laramore met me at Grub Gulch Saturday morning, 
and I not only said good-bye to friends, but was greeted by a 
comrade who has kept the flag afloat among the hills for many 
a day. Grub Gulch is a somewhat homely name, but it suggests 
to my mind, at present, beauty of scenery, agreeable labors, cheer
fui companions, and a bright to-morrow. So I can declare, All 
hail, Grub Gulch; a diamond in the rough, where nature and 
humanity have many a glorious sparkle beneath the sun and stars. 

Among the big hills we roll along, broad sceneries opening to 
mighty heights, shaggy forests and wide ravines and canons. At 
noon we reach Fresno Flats, a snug little village in the midst of 
trees, with gree~ fields around, a babbling brook winding along
side, and thirsty teams resting beneath the cool branches-for no 
matter how hot the sun pours down, in the shade the breeze is 
always gratefully felt. We draw up at the Mt. Raymond House, 
and the genial host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Downey, offer a 
welcome retreat from the dusty road. Fresno Flats is not so 
lively as it used to be in the old mining days, and when the 
stage coaches to the Yosemite used to travel this way, but still it 
is not dead, though somewhat out of the way. The prospects 
are that.the railroad will strike it some day, and then it wiII renew 
its vitality. 

It is not a very good place for preachers. About three-fourths 
of the people are Freethinkers, or looking in the direction of 
Freethought. I realized that I was in the midst of friends, and 
that the campaign would go off with flying colors. The seed had 
been planted, and the harvest was shining. Robert Laramore 
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and others have kept b~ks and papers on the go, avant couriers ,named i( Mt. Ingersoll, and may this name, abide worthy of 
of the dawn, and so I found a good lead in the heart of this Natu~e's noblest forms. Near is another peak of le~'ser magnitude, 
mountain land. The golden sunset, after the sweltering after- and this they called Putnam's Butte. Now that is delightful. 
noon, came with soft effulgence over the vast peaks and gentle What greater honor could be expected in this short and fleeting 
vale, and my evening's work was such as to give courage, and life? I suppose it is a pardonable vanity to desire that kind of 
not exhaustion. The audience was of the inspiring sort--full of association. It smacks of happy fortune. Alf Hagerman, in the 
keen appreciation. These were the first Freethought lectures big forests of Santa Cruz, also gave the revolutionary app.ellation 
given in the place, but the community to which I spoke was alive of the Secular Pilgrim to the largest redwood at present known 
and well-informed. I discoursed on" The Demands of Liberal- in the county. The trees and mountains thus combine in joyous 
ism/' and there were many Christians present who were sensible alliance. I do not deny that there is a sort of exhilaration ,in 
enough to agree with all that I advanced. Judge Johnson and these remembrances of ourselves on the vast and awful pages of 
Mr. Cobb followed the lecture with remarks to that effect. I nature. 
lectured Sunday afternoon with the thermometer at nearly 1000 Monday morning I bid good.:.bye to Fresno Flats. I have a 
to a fair audience, on "The Bible and Modern Thought." At ,,,arm place for it in my heart, and for the splendid company· 
its conclusion Mr. Cobb, a fervent Baptist, announced that he here of Freethinkers-uncompromising in thought but hospitable 
would like to have an opportunity to answer me in the evening. to all diversities of creed. 
I assured him that he should have all the time he desired., This Artist Brown, I was pleased to meet, who takes nature in her 
arrangement brought forth a crowded house. After I had given, royal garniture of absolute reality and not in the cold mists of 
my review of Moody and Sam Jones, Mr. Cobb followed with a theological fancy. . 
genuine camp-me~ting fiery exhortation. I did not find much George Hull, a veteran of the hills and plains, took me over 
argument in it, but, as usual, a stirring appeal to the emotions. to Mariposa, thirty miles away. This was my only way to reach 
The main point made was the" safety argument," namely, if Hornitos, where friend,Ralph Barcroft has kindled the fires. It 
Infidelity is true the Christian is all right, but if Christianity. is was a long day's journey in the hot sun, and we had to climb 
true the Infidel will be in a terrible fix. I answered by saying and descend several ranges of the Chowchillas. The vie'.vs were 
that if the religion of Rome is true my friend would be in ju;:;t as sometimes quite dizzying as they stretched in magnificent depth. 
bad a fix as myself, for in that case he would have to go below I could sometimes look sheer down into an immense gulf where 
with ~e, for the religion of Rome would condemn the Bapti~ t the trees at the bottom seemed like little specks, and I shrank 
to heU without even a chance of immersion hereafter to cool his back as if I might tumble from the battlemented highway into 
heret'ical body. "We shall have to go down together," I said, the vast space. 
" and you are no more secure than 1." Just as I remarked this Our horses tug along, and at three o'clock, up the winding 
the chair in which my friendly oppoaent sat, by some mysteriors Mariposa rivulet, we reach the little straggling county seat. The 
hitch, struck a hole in the floor and with a sudden motion he first thi~g that struck my eye was the sqmewhat imposing Catholic 
seemed to be disappearing. I told him not to be in a huny church on a hill-a white building with steeple-and for a mo
about going to the nether regions, as I certainly should not fol- ment I was, in fancy, away back in New England and imagined 
low at present. When friend Cobb recovered his upright position I was journeying into a quaint village like Westmoreland, on 
he affirmed, without oath, that he gue~sed he would stay. TLe the Connecticut, where the first thing that one beholds is the 
practical illustration of the" safety argument" was highly enter- church on the highest summit. But Ne~ England has no such 
taining to both sides of the assembly. The debate went offwith places as Mariposa and Hornitos. , These ~ining towns, when 
cheer, and our friends all feel that a gain has been made, and the rush of business is over, do present a most dejected, yet at 

, that the next time there will be a rousing gathering. The open- the same time sprightly, aspect ! You might think they were 
ing guns have been very effectual. Judge Johnson has promised three thousand years old, there is such an air of decay about 
to bring on a Methodist· elder to defend the faith, and I shall the vicinity. The buildings burnt down are seldom rebuilt, and 
certainly be there when the flowers come in the spring-time. being massively constructed, some of them with iron doors and 

Robert Laramore has some good allies in this rural fortress~ shutters, and clay walls, they appear supremely ruinous. Min
Ambrose Taylor, T. G. Hodge, D. S. Meyers, S. W. Westfall, gled with these are tumble-down shanties, neatly kept gardens, 
C. A. Lee, Geo. Merritt, J. W. Johnson, Geo. Bagsby and wife, handsome cottages, beautiful trees, verdant ranges along the 
Mr. and Mrs. Thurman, Mr. and Mrs. Phelps, Mrs. Meyers, Mrs. rugged hillsides-signs of progress, of a still tumultuous and 
\Vestfall, and others. This frontier post touches the very heart picturesque frontier existence. These" ragged edges" of civiliza
of civilization and has something of the metropoli'tan life in its' <·tion are among the most interesting spots in' the world. It is 
intelligence and progr~ssive spirit. This is a characteristic of like an epitome of the ages. All the strata are here. It does 
many of the villages of the coast. Where half a dozen houses look, sometimes, as if California was the most ancient of dwelling 
are gathered together there is a hint of urban advancement and places, and that some of these mines were worked in pre-historic 
style, while in New England such a hamlet would have the gravity eras. 
of tombstones. My comrade, Hull, is a genuine worker and a Democrat all 

I was sorry not to meet Joe Crane. Everybody says he is a over. I have already met those who have vote'd for the two 
good fellow. Albert McMillan was there, however, froin the Harrisons. His record is just the other way. He has voted 
mining-camps, having traveled forty miles on Sunday to be against the two Harrisons., He sticks to his colors through thick 
present. He has been, with Joe Crane and other prospectors, to and thin. He rustled around Mariposa, secured Good Templars' 
the headwaters of King's River, where 'a beautiful valley, some- Hall, and advertised the meeting by personal effort. For such 
thing like the Yosemite, discloses itself. In this valley a mighty short notice, a very good and appreciative audience was assembled. 
mountain rears its splendid brow. The enthusiastic discoverers I had a chance to make acquaintance with some Liberals, and 
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the next time I visit this country no doubt the attendance will be 
far .more numerous. The ranches round about are quite thick 
with Freethinkers. Among them Sam Hogan. is a leading citizen 
and stands up to be counted every time. He lives about six 
miles from IVlariposa, and could not be notified, and I was greatly 
disappointed not to meet .,him. .Dr. J. T. Turner, Jas. H Law
rence, S. G. Harris-of the Mariposa News-Jacob Lembert, B. 
O. Marston, J. A. Ridgeway, and Peter Gordon I found to be of 
our side, with ready service. I believe the majority of the peo
ple are for Freethought. Mr. Ridgeway and Mr. Marston are 
Spiritualists; but I was delighted to work with such obliging co
laborers. The few hours I spent a.t Mariposa are fruitful, I hope, 
of better endeavors in the future. 

Early Tu~sday morning the stage rattles' along for Hornitos, 
and at noon I arrive at this place of checkered career, where the 
contrasts'of life are almost as intense as in San Francisco itself. 
The Mexican, the Chinese, the Indian, the American, contribute 
to the varied scene. Prosperity is side by side with ruin. 

Friend Barcroft is a radical Liberal. It did me good to see 
him,for he is e3:rnest, and genia~. In the comfortable-looking 
hotel, which is neatly kept, I avoided the burning rays of the sun 
and rested to my heart's content. The clouds began to roll over 
the sky, and the freshening breeze was a luxury indeed. The 
original mime of Hornitos was EI' Infernillos-the little hell. 
This. was changed to Hornitos, which means the little oven, 
which is also appropriate, for one might be pretty well baked in 
its noonday radiance. There is a quantity of gold about here 
still, and after a good rain many shining particles can be dis
covered in the middle of the streets. Without doubt mills will 
be built and the mining industry resumed~ Mariposa county is 
mostly covered by the immense Fremont grant, and the compli
cations and changes of ownership have prevented individual en
terprise. Mr. Barcr~ft has erected a mill, and theoutl?ok for 
like undertakings is favorable. The riches of the country have 
not by any means been exhausted." . . 

There was a pretty good number present at the .lectures, but 
the sultry weather and the fact that harvest was ready and must 
be gathered without delay, prevented those who lived on the 
ranches from coming. Mr. J. D. Craighan, of IVlerced Mills, 
six miles distant, and others put in an appearance in spite of the 
busy season. There is only one church at Hornitos, the Catholic, 
and that has only an average attendance of four, including 
women and children. In the roll of honor of our stalwart 
friends at this point are H. Deagle, Mr. Brooks-who acted as 
chairman at the meeting~Chas. Arthur, W. S. Thomas, John 
Redman, Geo. Beele,' R. Arthur, John Branzo, T. H. Branzo, 
Chas. Pearson, G. Gaghando, A. Bauer, Frank Ocese, J. B. Little
field, John Lemoile~ A. G. Black, Jas. Bauer, E. F.·Sylvester, 
R. S. \Velcome, and N. A. Bailey. These friends have gener
ously contributed to 'the work, and have made my visit to this 
isolated camp a'very entertaining one, and in saying good-bye I 

hope to see them all again. 
After the lecture I was obliged to take a private conveyance 

and midnight ride to Merced. It was a somewhat wild and 
weird journey. The foothills make. what are called Ilhog-hol
lows." The roads, in consequence of washouts, are many, and 
it is difficult, even in daylight, always to chose the right ~me..No 
houses or trees are to be seen, and if we get off the track there 
is nothing to do but to camp out" till morning doth appear." 
Once off the highway it is almost impossible to regain it. In 
fact I believe that midnight road is as hard to travel as Jordan. 

'" 

Twice the horse got off the main line, and the upheaval of the 
carriage betokened the danger of a smash up altogether into 
some bewildering gully. 

The prospe~t was not at all cheering. I guess my guide, Mr. 
H. M. Daigle, used up about all the matches he had, to discover 
the lay of the land. The moon was down and the stars were 
dimmed with clouds. But friend Daigle is one of the kind that 
never give up, and after various mistl.kes and turnings back and 
seeking a more excellent way, we finally emerged to the open 
plain, and then we could guess the route easily. The sun was 
just getting up and winking his eyes when we arrived at Merced. 
It is thus to be seen that Infidelity is no picnic. I have not got 
over, the ride yet, and jotting these notes I feel a great inclination 
to sleep-as if an orthodox sermon were being dinned into my 
ears. I will, therefore, pronounce the benediction. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNA1\I.· 

"THE POWER OP PRAYER." 

One of the stories that come from Johnstown, Pa., is that the 
Rev. Dr. Beam and two hundred Episcopalian pa~ishioners took 
refuge. in a hall on the upper floor of a brick building. Friday 
evening, when the flood was at its height, and they sa w staunch 
houses toppled over and shlttered, and the giant sycamores, 
hickories, and elms torn from their beds and tossed about like 
chips, the Rev. Beam called for prayer, and all were rescued. 

To make this story good the account should state in what 
manner the Rev. Dr. Beam and his parishioners were removed 
from their dangerous position. If the brick building proved 
sufficiently staunch to withstand the force of the waters, then it 
would be difficult to trace the rescue to a direct intervention of 
providence. They would have been saved whe~her they had 
prayed or not. If, on the other hand, the building was swept 
away and the Episcopalians were suspended in the air until the 
flood subsided, and then dropped carefully on a dry spot, a 
miracle has occurred worth telegraphing accross the continent. 

There were of necessity t\VO classes of persons who stood in 
danger from the Johnstown deluge-those who prayed, and 
those who did not pr~y. If all who prayed were saved, and all 
who did not pray were lost, something is demonstrated as to the 
efficacy of prayer. Otherwise, nothing of value is afforded in that 
direction. And i~ is impossible to believe that among the five 
thousand lost, none had the presence of mind to offer up a 
prayer. One late item says: 

"The baggage of Annie Chism, of Nashville, Tenn., was found. She 
was a missionary, on her way to Brazil for the \Vomen's Foreign Mis
sionary Society of the Methodist church." 

Miss Chism was lost on the train covered by the wrecked 
houses which massed themselves against the railroad bridge. 
Undoubtedly she prayed, since her calling as a missionary made 
it a part of her business to do so. Again, a large part of the 
population of Johnstown was composed of foreigners, the so
called "scum of Europe," mostly Catholics, and it is well-known 

. that the 'Catholic in~oluntarily utters a prayer when frightened, 
as he does a curse when angered. Yet thousands of these lost 
their lives. From all acconnts, therefore, the only case where 
}?rayer proved 'of any avail was that of the two hundred Episco
palians who were gathered in a brick building which presumably 

was not wrecked. 
The efficacy of -prayer has been taught for so long that even 

skeptical persons might be caught praying in an emergency, as 
drQwning men catch at straws .. And if by coincidence one prayer 
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out of ten millions is apparently" answered," the whole world ration of the statue $r,120 had been raised, while nearly $50 
hears of it, while the unavailing prayer is never mentioned. The remains in the hands of the American coinmittee, received too 

church is like the lottery companies, which advertise every lucky late to be available. 

draw, and say nothing 'about 'the millions of blanks. So Bruno is avenged. For teaching the truth the church put 

The late Charles Stephenson, expressed in a few lines the him to death as a heretic. She thought she had ended Bruno 

whole truth with regard to this matter: and heresy at the same moment, but out of the ashes of the man 
rises a statue that will stand or be renewed when the Vatican is"From the earliest 'daw~ of Nature's birth, 

Since sorrow and sin first da'rkened the earth; in ruins, and the heresy 'which he taught rises up to confront 
From sun to sun, . fro~ pole to pole, Catholicism and to extirpate it. The pope exists to-day in Rome 
\Vhere'er the waves of Humanity roll, only by virtue of that toleration which he denied to Bruno, and 
The breezy robe this planet wears denounces that religious freedom to which he owes his own life. 
Has quivered and echoed with countless prayers. 

It is no wonder that shame counseled him to conceal his face on 
EachhOl1r a million knees are bent, 

the day when Bruno was honored.A million prayers to heaven are sent; 

There's not a summer beam but sees 
 THE SUNDAY LAW IN GEORGIA. 
Some humble suppliant on his knees; 

There's not a breeze that murmurs by 
 ,It appears that Mr. Day Conklin, of Forsyth county, Georgia, 
But wafts some faithful prayer on high; has broken the so-called' Sabbath. Following is the indictment 
There's not a woe afflicts our race 

found bran intelligent grand jury: But someone bears to the Throne of Grace; 
STATE OF GEORGIA, tAnd' for every te~ptation our souls may meet 

Forsyth County. f 
We ask for grace at the Mercy Seat. The Grand -Jury: in the name and behalf of the citizens of Georgia,

* * * * * * charge and accuseD:;ty Conklin, of the county and state aforesaid, with 
The beams smile on, and heaven liierene tl~e offense of nli~demeanor for that the said Day Conklin, on the second 
Still bends, as though no prayers had been; day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
And the breezes moan, as still they wave, and eighty-eight, in the county aforesaid, with force and arms did unlaw
When man is powerless, heaven cannot save." fully"then and,there, pursue the \vork of his ordinary calling upon the 

said second day of December, eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, which 
THE BRUNO STATUE UNVEILED. w~s then and there the Lord's day, by cutting timber and clearing lands 

and by digging and other work ,then and there, did- said work and 
The ceremony of unveiling the statue of Giordano Bruno at said cutting timber and said clearing and said digging, not then and 

Rome, Italy, took place on Sunday last. Thirty thousand persons, there' being work of charity, and not then and there being work of 
including students and deputations from various parts of Italy, necessity, the said Day Conklin then and there being a tradesman, the 
marched in procession through the principal streets. The re- said Day Conklin then and there being an artificer, the said Day Conklin 

then and- there being a workman, the said Day Conklin then and there 
moval of the canvas covering of the statute was the signal for - being a laborer, the said Day Conklin then and there being a farmer, 
deafening cheers. The ceremonies were witnessed by the syndec Contrary to the laws of said state, the good ord~, peace, and dignity 
of Rome, government officials,' and a large number of senators thereof. Forsyth Superior Court, February, term, 1889. 

and deputies. Deputy Bovio, in an oration, eulogized the martyr GEO. R. BROWN, Solicitor-Gen. 

and declared that to-day there was born a new religion of free, We understand that the trial of this case is set down for 
thought and liberty of conscience which would be worse for the August next The law of Georgia provides that any person who 
papacy than the loss of its t~mporal power.' The proceedings shall upon the Lord's day (commonly called Sunday) "pursue 
throughout were orderly, and King Humbert congratulated the the business or work of his ordinary calling, shall b~ guilty of a 
ministry on the absence of disturbance. The, memory of Gari- misdemeanor; " and that an moneys arising from fines imposed 
baldi was also honored with imposing ceremony. ' for such offenses shall be used for the purpose of establishing and 

While these exercises were in process, his holiness the pope promoting Sabbath-schools in the county in which the offense is 
passed the time in seclusion. It is :reported that he refused to cOllimitted. This is a good enough union of church and state to 
see. anybody, and passed three days absorbed in prayer in his satisfy the people of Georgia, the law being of the double back
private chapel. Four hundred telegrams arrived at the Vatican acting kind that not only secures the sanctity of Sunday but puts 
deploring the un~eiling of the Bruno monument. All the em- money into the treasury of the churches. 
bassadors accredited to the Vatican met Sunday evening in the The iridictment found against Mr. Conklin, charging him with 
pope's chapel. ' , resorting to "force and arms" in -clearing lands of timber, is al-

There' has been something of a change in Rome during the mo:)t equal to the effort of Justice Van Orden, the Boonton official 
past three hundred years. On the 17th of February, 1600, by , who accused C. B. Reynolds of "contumaciously reproaching 
order of the Inquisition, Bruno was burnt at the stake as a heretic, ' the being and existence of God and the scriptures as contained 
a Freethinker, and all other heretics secluded themselves. To-' in the books_ of the New and Old Testaments." What the peo
day, by order of the Freethinkers, a statue is raised to Bruno, and pIe of Forsyth county need is not so much a Sabbath-school as a 
it is the pope of R0me who goes into seclusion. Then'the church common, every-day institution where the rudiments of Jear~ing 
was supreme; it was the'state, the law, and the gospel. 'To-day can be "then and there" imparted to their grand jury and 
lithe vicar of God has been pushed from the throne of the Cresars, " solicitor-general. ' 
a.nd upon the roofs of the Eternal City falls once more the 

"THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY," one of Mr. S. P. Putnam's best 
shadow of the Eagle." 

lect~res, is published ,in a handsome pamphlet. The price is
-In the erection of this monument the Freethi~kers of America 

10 cents, and the work may be obtained by addressing this office. 
have borne their part nobJy. ' The committee called for $r,ooo 

'from American Freethinkers, and before the date of the inaugu- BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may be had for $z.50. ' 
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OREGONIANS, RALLY! 

It.is hoped that many Liberals of OreJon will gather at the 
Conve~tion to beheld at Silverton, June 22 and 23. The im
portance of state organization cannot be overestimated. The' 
growing work of the Liberal party will not be fully accomplished 
without this unity of effort. There is legislative action on hand, 
besides constant agitation and enlightenment among the people. 
In addition to this there should be the cultintion of the spirit of 
fellowship. We need to become acquainted, to see each other, 
to have a broad fraternity; , ' 
,The people of Silverton have shown their earnestness in this 

matter. They haveJabored nobly in the cause and with splendid 
success. There could not be a better place for a meeting of this 
kind. 

Besides the hall which they have built for Universal Mental 
Liberty there is a beautiful grove in the vicinity where there 
will be plenty of room for all. I suppose arrangements will be 
made for a b3.sket-picnic on Sunday, June 23. Let friends from 
far and near come and make this a festival for Freethought. 
Such joyous gatherings are of great benefit. They give inspira
tions that will not be forgotten, and open the future with promise 
and enthusiasm. 

This Convention will undoubtedly ma"rk an era of great pro
gress in the' Liberalism of Oregon. The advance within the last 
two, years has been most encouraging. To continue this advance 
the 'field of effort must broaden. Local societies through a state 
organization can make their influence far more deeply felt. 

Let every Liberal of Oregon who realizes what can be done 
for the future, who sees the importance not only of individual 
but of social growth, and of state and national co-operation make 
an earnest effort to be present at this Convention and aid in its 
success. Oregon ghould be in the front rank in the glorious 
work for liberty and progress. S. P. PUTXAM. 

THE half-way, temporizing method of dealing with the woman's 
rights question' leads to some ridiculous results. A case in point 
has just arisen in Montana. During the session of the last legis
lature of that territory, a bill was passed giving women the privi
lege of practicing law in Montana. Judge Blake in the District 
Court at Helena, June 8, rendered a decision in a case where a 
lady, Miss Knowles. as a deputy constable, served a garnishee on 
the Northern Pacific railroad to secure payment of a judgment 
obtained by a grocery firm against a woman to whom the com
pany owed a certain amount of money. His decision in brief 
is that women may not hold offices in the territory except where 
the statutes specially provide that they may, and as the law only 
makes women eligible to school offices, all appointments c~mfer
ring upon them the right to ~ct as notaries or constables are void. 
The judge held'that Miss' Knowles was not a person in the eyes 
of the law and therefore unfit to perform the duties of a constable. 
The fe~ale lawyer bill was passed solely in the interest of this 
lady, but opened the doors for women with legal propensities 
from any section in the United States. Since the accession of 
Governor White, however, quite a number of women have been 
appointed notaries public in the territory, and the decision of the 
chief justice inferentially makes their commissions null and void. 

IT'may surprise some to learn that Massachusettc), whose capi
tal is the seat of modern culture, is the most illiterate state in 'the 
Union. ' The fact is 'due to the Roman Catholic element, which 
has taken possession of the large cities and towns. 

OUR Advent friends across the bay think that the great disasters 
of the present time foretell the early coming of the savior. They 
say w'e have "reached the time whenthe're is already upon the 
earth, Cdistress of n~tions. with perpiexity; the· sea' and the waves· 
roaring; men's hearts failing them' for fear, and for looking after 
th03e things which are coming on the earth.'''· We wonder 
what the Adventists ,,'ould have thought of Noah's flood. That 
event occurred thousands of years before the .C savior" came upon 
earth, .and nearly two thousand years have since e.lapsed without 
bringing the "day of redemption." Christ himself was pretty 
strong in the faith that the end of the world was near at hand, 
when he said on a certain occasion that 'there were some in his 
audience who would not taste of death till they saw him return 
with his kingdom. Nevertheless, all who heard the remark have 
since been gathered to their fathers, and sixty generations have fol
lowed them without seeing the son and his cabinet. If Christ's 
own prophecies so signally fail, what confidence can his disciples 
have in theirs? 

DR. VOELKEL, the editor of the New Free Religious Sunday 
paper, of Magdeburg, Germany, has been indicted for blasphemy. 
The blasphemy consists in his having said that even the manner 
of Christ's death is in doubt, since in the opinion of some he was 
hanged upon a tree. Just how blasphemy can be made out of 
that remark it is hard to see, as the cross is called a tree several 
times in scripture. Ac~s v, 30, says, "The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye hanged on a tree." Acts x, 39, has 
"whom they slew and hanged on a tree." Acts xiii, 29, says 
"they took him down from the tree." First Peter mentions the 
tree again. If Peter and Paul were residents of Magdeburg, they 
would have to be indicted along with Dr, Voelkel. As the Lon
don" Freethinker" observes, Ie such proseclltions are a scandal to 
the government which institutes and the people which tolerates 
them." 

THE editor of the Golden Gate replies to the aspersions upon 
himself with regard to the Spiritualist colony, Summerland. He 
says that one of the correspondents of the Carrier Dove has re
vised his opinion since writing the condemnatory letter, while 
another wishes to depreciate the value of Summerland because 
he has lots for sale himself. Mr. Owen further intimates that he 
is pleased with the controversy, since it will have the effect of 
keeping an undesirable element away from the colony. 

JUDGE FOSTER, in handing down his opinion overruling the 
motion to quash the indictment in the case of Harman and 
Walker, says: "It seems to me that the first two of the articles 
set out are per se obscene and indecent in a publication for gen
eral circulation.'" The opinion of Judge Foster in this matter is 
about as valuable as would be the opinion of a man, in whose 
family color-blindness was hereditary, on the question whether a 
chamelion was blue or green. 

AN Oakland exchange remarks: cc On a recent Sunday a young 
man in this city had one of his feet crushed while attempting to 
leave one of the local trains. It might be supposed at first thought 
that this circumstance would furnish an argument for some of 
our zealous Sunday ad vocates, b~t perhaps its force may be de
stroyed l?y the fact that the young man was returning from church 
at the time of the accident." 

MRS. MATTIE P. l\.REKEL, one of the most eloquent Liberal 
lecturers in the field, is about to make a tour to the Pacific coast. 
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This is a rare opportunity for the Liberals of this section to avail 
themselves of the services of one who is so well fitted, not only 
to defend our cause, but to educate in its constructive principles. 
Mrs. Krekel is an earnest student, and an admirable speaker. It 
is hoped that all Liberal societies and communities wi,ll arrange 
for a course of lectures by this able advocate. The voice and 
genius of woman are needed in our work, and this representative 
of her sex should receive a most generous and cheering welcome., 

THERE is no call for Brother Pierce, editor of the Pittsburgh 

Truth, to be exercised over the warning sent out by the business 

ers to make its meetings interesting, but the protuberant gabblers 
will have to be frowned upon with a club if it expects to hold its 
audiences. . 

Next Sunday evening the lecture is by Mr. J. L. Hatch, and 
the subject will be " A Defense of ,the Agnostic Position." Mr. 
Hatch is an able speaker, formerly a clergyman, and now the 
religious editor of one of the leading dailies of this city. It is 
safe to predict an entertaining address, a full house, and plenty 
Qf intelligent enthusiasm. 

Mr. Geo. E. Blaine, formerly of Ohio, has been in San Fran
cisco for a week past. He is at present a resident of Mexico, 
and has his paper adqr~ssed to Guaymas in the state of Sonora. 

manager of an Eastern journal of Freethought and Reform, ",' Mr. Blaine is superintendent of a newrailroad now in process of 
wherein the Liberal public is advised to withhold its ,support 
from "experimental sheets." Truth is not the paper, that is 
meant. 

WE have a few copies of the Truth Seeker Annual for 1887.' 
It contains all the Sunday, oath, and blasphemy laws -now in force 
in the different states and territories. Price, 25 cents. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

As at the previous meeti:ng, the hall where the San Francisco 
Freethought Society met last Sunday evening was crowded. No 
imaginative reporter, such as they have in Oakland, where two 
hundred can be counted as two thousand without exciting com
ment, has endeavored to mislead the public as to the actual num
ber present, which was from one hundred to one hundred and 
twenty-five. Vice-president Eastman presided, assisted by Mr. 
Schou, and a volunteer pianist gave W. S. Bell, the lecturer, 'a 
fine musical send-off, for which Mr. Bell thanked him cordially 
on behalf of the audience. 

I had never heard 1\1:r. Bell lecture before, and had a notion 
that he was rather more serious than he proved to be. He is a 
great joker and kept his audience in the best of humor. I could 
not laugh much myself at many of his jokes, because my parents' 
taught me in my youth a certain veneration for age, but I en
joyed the reunion. The antique never loses its charms.: Mr. 
Bell's lecture was upon ~'Liberty and Morality," which is an 
admirable array of illustration and argument against the efficacy 
of what are called" moral laws." The speaker characterized 
the Sunday law as an attempt to enforce a false religion in the 
name of morality. Blasphemy laws came under the same head. 
Prohibitory laws were likewise objected to. In these matters of 
morality each must act .according to his best knowledge and rea
son. There was more virtue in a wrong act committed with, 
good intentions than in a right act performed under compulsion., 
Mr. Bell's lecture is printed in a pamphlet and sells for 15 cents. , 

Mr. Thomas Curtis offered some entertaining remarks on the 
subject of prayer, which the lecturer had also touched upon. He 
said the' orthodox prayer was something after this fashion: 0 
Lord, you are the greatest and most powerful of all gods. We 
are miserable, defiled, and undeserving sinners. You have given 
us many things in the past which we were unworthy of. We are 

construction from Guaymas to TopolbbampQ. From Topolo
bampo the road goes,. I believe, to Aquiabampo and Alamos, 
and thence to Deming, Texas. The road will shorten the 
distance from New, York to Honolulu by about eight hundred 
miles. A Chicago company with a capital of twenty-two millions 
or some such, fabulous sum is backing the enterprise. The 
scheme was inaugurated on the 16th day of last April by a big 
dinner given to the officials of Mexico at ap expense of forty 
dol1ars per plate or thereabouls, and work is going on. Mr. 
Blaine has effected the, purchase of a· steam barge in San Fran
cisco to carry rails;, also num~erless million feet of timber for 
bridges, and other supplies amounting to thousands of, dollars. 
The projected road is subsidized by the Mexican government to 
the extent of twelve thousand dollars per mile in Mexican bonds, 
negotiable in Europe nearly at par, and things are booming., Mr. 
Blaine is a good t~lker, and as I am somewhat interested in the 
Sinaloa colony at Topolobampo I made inquiries of him con
cerning the prospects of that venture. }Je said the prospects 
were not so bright as an ardent supporter of the Credit 'Foncier 
ought to wish. The large concessions, of 'land which the colony 
expected to get ~vere conditioned upon the construction of a 
certain amount of railroad. The colonists themselves have not 
sufficient capital to build the road, and now that the present road 
is to be -built the colony's road will not be necessary, and they 
will find it difficult to secure, the capital needed to build and 
stock it. In reply to questions about the value of property now 
owned by the Credit :foncier company, Mr. 1?laine said he did 
not think it was, very, great. .The land, is good, but needs to be 
irrigated. A company with large capital might dam the Fuerte 
river and divert' its, waters to irrigate the colonists' lands. The 
Fuerte, however, is a turbulent stream at certain seasons, and the 
dam would be very costly. He did not think the colonists were 
prepared to construct it. , 

The outlook, therefore, for the, Credit Foncier of Sinaloa 
seems rather dim. The'railroad, upon the construction of which 
Mr. Owen depended to make the settlement an important point 
between New York and Honolulu, has been superseded by 'an
other which strikes the coast twelve miles away, and the key 
to the situation is thus lost. Mr. Owen's contemplated road 
would be comparatively valu~less.if built, and it is a good way 
from being built. The colonists upon going to Topolobampo 
relinquish the title of American citizens and become subjects of 

worthy of nothing in the future, yet we ask to be blessed in every . Mexico. Their success now depends upon raising fruit and 
way. ,\Ve deserve to be damned, but are confident that we shall 
be saved; and for this miscarriage of justice we will repay you 
with glory and praise until you can't rest. J J 

A man whose name I am not acquainted with next secured 
the floor. I managed to escape before he had got far into his 
speech, and others of the audience whom I have seen since have 
taken me earnestly by the hand and congratulated me upon my 
good luck. It seems that this society, like other societies main
taining a free platform, is destined to -suffer martyrdom unless 
something is done to repress the ubiquitous bore. It is a cruel 
thing to call an audience together, treat them to a good lecture 
and an entertaining after-speech, and then let loose a rambling 
brawler who will talk the room empty during the first half of a 
ten-minute address. The whole effect of a meeting is spoiled, 
as the benefit of a good dinner is destroyed by taking an emetic 
immediately after eating it. The San Francisco Freethought 
Society has a good start. There is no lack of entertaining speak-

grain for the market, and the raising of these depends upon 
irrigation, which at present.is impossible. Again, Mexico affords 
no market-the people ate ~oo poor to buy. . Furthermore, 
Americans cannot compete with Mcxican laborer:), who are con
tent with eight dollars 'per month, and a little corn. The climate 
too, is against the American laborer.' It is hot. They tell of ~ 
man who died in Mexico and went to hades, and the first oppor
tunity he had to communicate with earth he sent for a pair of 
blankets. Moreover, the Mexican government taxes its subjects 
about as it pleases. During- a late unpleasantness the poll-tax 
went up to two dollars a week. The resident could pay it or, 
have his property confiscated. _ If he had no property, he could 
pay it or go into the army, He might desert from the anny, 
but if caught he would be stood up against a wall and shot full 
of holes. 

Such are a few of the adversities which confront the American 
in Mexico. Mr. Blaine says that he entertains the kindest feel. 
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ings toward the colonists, and will be glad to give them oppor
tunities of earning a livelihood on the new railroad; but, being 
a cousin of James G. Blaine, and an ardent patriot, he advises 
against leaving what he calls the best country under the sun to 
take up a permanent residence in so undeveloped a locality as 
Topolobampo. 

The readers of the San Francisco Chronicle had a chance to 
weep over a story told in that paper June the 8th. It came from 
Fresno. A woman appeared in court with her little girl. The 
father of the girl had never been married to the woman and re
fused to have anything to do with her because her character was 
bad. The woman denied all charges, and protested that she was 
a lady and had brought her children up as they should' be. To 
test the matter the judge turned to the little girl and inquired if 
she could say her prayers. 'I Then;" says the Chronicle, "ensued 
a most touching scene. The little girl without a word climbed 
from her chair, knelt on the floor of the courtroom, with the 
policeman, spectators, judge, and her father and mother around 
her and, folding her tiny hands and lifting her eyes to heaven, 
she made the grandest defense of a mother's word possible. 
Slowly, but distinctly, and without a tremor in her voice, the in
nocent little darling, born with the stain of shame upon her and 
discarded by her father, lisped in childish accents the Lord's 
Prayer. As she proceeded, utterly oblivious to her surroundings 
and thinking only of him who said, 'Suffer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not;' as she uttered that prayer which 
many in the room 'had not heard for years, strongmen bowed 
their heads and sobbed aloud." When the strong men and other 
spectators had wept all the fire-buckets full the judge had sufficient 
presence of mind to fine the father fifteen dollars and dismiss the 
court. 

The editor of the Chronicle shared the prevailing emotion 
and overflowed thus: 

That was a striking scene in the Fresno court on Friday when a three. 
year-old girl bore testimony to her mother's good training by saying her 
prayers in court. The question turned on the character of the mother, 
who had been abandoned by the man she had been livmg with. Though 
not a wife in name, she claimed to have fulfilled all a wife's duties, and 
it was to disprove the assertion that she was not a good mother to her 
two young girls that she besought the judge not to believe such charges. 
Thisjudge had a touch of Solomon's wisdom, for he settled the disputed 
question by asking the little one to say her prayers. With childish 
earnestness and unconscious of the singular surroundings she knelt and 
repeated the Lord's Prayer. That settled it and established the mother's 
claim as the most eloquent advocate could never have done it. 

Sunday-school stories are generally a trifle weak in the knees, 
and the present one is not an exception to the established rule. 
Investigation shows that this woman, whose name is Bayswater, 
kept a dive a few years ago on Brannan street. She sold that 
out and hired a saloon at 310 Townsend street, which she now 
runs. It is a dirty place, frequented by street women and their 
consorts. Upstairs this Christian mother maintains several soiled 
beds for the accommodation of herself and patrons. Mrs. Bays
water ~s a Catholic, and probably does not know the Lord's 
Prayer, which scrap of ancient literature was taught the little girl 
by an old woman in the mother's employ. 

It is a matter for regret that Mr. Owen Thomas Davies, of 
Brighton, has not a voice as clear as his intellect. If he had he 
would be the best biblical debater on the Coast. He likes 
to lie in wait for the ministers. He lets them have their say, and 
then lays them out cold and dumb. He wa5 in the office one 
day this week, and it cost him in the neighborhood of twenty 
dollars before he could get away. ,He paid for four or five sub
scriptions to FREETHOUGHT, left five dollars for the State Liberal 
Union, and renewed for the Independent Pulpit and Secular 
Thought, which journals will please take notice and send their 
bills. Mr. Davis goes to the root of Christianity, and yanks the 
fibres out of the subsoil. He entertained me with a story about 
a minister who wanted to convince him of the efficacy of t~e 
atonement. Mr. Davies had a twenty:-dollar piece in his pocket, 
and to cut the oration short he told the minister he "would give 
him the coin if he would point out ,the passage in the account of 
Christ's life or death containing any reference to an atonement. 
The preacher confessed that it could not be done. "All right," 

,said Mr. Davies, " I knew you couldn't. I merely wanted to 
test the matter so I might tell you that every time you preach the 
doctrine of the atonement you preach what you know to be 
false." The clergyman has never called on Mr. Davies to col
lect the money. 

I find by research that l\ir. Davies was right, though I had not 
seen his statement put so boldly before. The doctrine of the 
atonement is much like the dogma of the infallibility of the 
pope. It is an afterthought, and was not formulated, as now 
taught, until the beginning of the twelfth century, when the 
festive Anselm sobered off long enough to jot down his notions 
on the subject. . 

The gospel account makes it appear that Christ was an un
willing sacrifice, and that except for the treachery of Judas and 
the bigotry of the mob h~ might have died a natural death. He 
thought himself a son of God, and believed that the family 
would stand by him. He was mistak~n. The execution pro
ceeded without inten'uption, and, as the spectators remarked, 
though he professed to save other:r he could not save himself. It 
seems to be a fact, verified by every page of history, that men 
who have trusted in God have invariably had their confidence 
abused. 1\1. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

A great fire at Seattle, June 6, destroyed some $15,000,000 
worth of property and left thousands of people homeless. The 
city will be rebuilt at once in brick instead of wood. Surveyors 
have remapped the burnt district, everybody who is willing to 
work has been given a job, and loafers are warned away. Eight 
thousand people are fed daily at two large tents provided for the 
purpose. Relief funds for the Eastern sufferers are divided with 
Seattle. San Francisco has raised nearly $100,000 for the 
charitable work, and much more is to be done.--The Rev. C. 
H. Smith, formerly of the Dorchester Pilgrim church, Boston, 
whom his congregation has mourned as dead for three months, 
turns up in San Francisco under an assumed name. He was 
arrested last Sunday, to be detained until the Boston authorities 
were heard from.-. -The California Spiritualists' camp-meeting 
opened last Sunday in the tent on Van Ness avenue near Market 
street with a good attendance.--Jules Tavernier, an artist well
known on this coast, died suddenly in Honolulu on the 18th 
ult.--The boycott on the United States Brewery's beer is de
clared off by the Brewers' Union, terms satisfactory to all parties 
having been reached.--The Rev. Simon P. Anderson, of St. 
Louis, who was arrested for forgery upon his arrival in San Fran
cisco a few weeks ago, and afterwards released, is now in jail in 
St. Louis. He forged the church secretary's name to an order 
for money, collected the funds, and went on a vacation.--The 
people of Oleand~r last week notified the Rev. G. W. James to 
vacate the colony. Mr. James distinguished himself at Fresno 
about a year ago by his lectures on social purity, and subse
quently went to Los Angeles, where he assumed the duties of 
the pastorate of the Methodist Episcopal church, from which he 
was expelled. James, it will be remembered, further "dis
tinguished himself while watching over hTs flock in Los Angeles 
by permitting his young sister to live with his stepson and beat
ing his wife. He was ordered to leave Los Angeles, which he 
did about three weeks ago, going to live with his father at 
Oleander.--Revised estimates of the loss of life in the Johns
town flood place the figures at less than five thousand. Nearly 
2000 bodies have been recovered. The work of clearing away 
the wreckage is being carried on by several thousand men.-
There is now a well-grounded suspicion abroad that Dr. Cronin, 
of Chicago, was not murdered-that the body found was not his. 
It is stated as a certainty that the clothes discovered belonged to 
another man. A deeper mystery than ever seems to envelop the 
whole affair.--Lloyd S. Brice is mentioned as the probable 
successor of the late Allen Thorndike Rice to the editorial chair 
of the North American Review.--Leonard Swett, the well
known lawyer of Chicago, died last Saturday aged 63. He was 
at one time a law partner of Abraham Lincoln, and made the 
speech nominating the martyr president in 186o. He performed 
the same service for Judge Gresham in 1888. He also did much 
toward securing the nomination of General Gran~.--Chief 



376 FREETHOUGH~\ 

Arthur of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers announces 
himself opposed to. strikes, and advises the engineers to submit 
to a reduction of wages rather than rebel. Murmurs of dissatis
faction are heard among the members of the Brotherhood.-
The Stewart will case has been com promised by Judge Hilton 
surrendering about $5,000,000 to Mrs. Stewart's heirs.--Henry 
George is in Paris, and is attracting much attention. A confer
ence of single-tax advocates was held on Tuesday. An influential 
French committee, including seven deputies, eight or nine muni
cipal councillors, and a large number of well-known writers on 
economic subjects co-operated in the meeting; the chiefs of the 
different schools of land reform of Germany, Holland, Switzer
land, Belgium, and other continental countries were present, be
sides representatives from Great Britain, France, the United 
States, and Australia.--The managers of four French papers 
have been sentenced to imprisonment and fine for" insulting" 
the administration.--It is rumored that our government is not 
satisfied with the Samoan agreement, as the treaty still awaits 
offiCial signatures. No further concessions are to be expected 
from Germany.--The Bruno monument was unveiled in Rome 
last Sunday in the presence of a vast concourse of people from 
all parts of Europe.--The massacre of hundreds of Christian 
converts by Mahdists is reported from Abyssinia.--Queen Vic
toria hasJorwarded her sympathy, through Minister Pauncefote, 
to the Johnstown, Pa., sufferers. 

PROFESSOR LADD'S BOOK.-H WHAT IS THE BIBLE?" 

II. 

In pursuing the inquiry, "What is· the Bible?" Professor Ladd 
expresses his views with such frankness and force, that condensed 
statements in his own language' will perhaps be the best and 
briefest presentation of his views. Of the time of the Reformation 
he says: "The views t2.ken of the Bible were formed in the heat 
of the most intense partisan controversy." 

"It is most important to notice that the theological teachers of 
the Reformation plainly distinguished between canonical scripture 
and the 'word of God' which it contains" (p. 47). ~ 

Luther is quoted as follows: "The law of Moses, as such, has 
no applicability to Christians; even the observance of the ten 
commandments is obligatory simply because ihey give the natural 
moral law," etc. "We will neither see nor hear of Moses, for 
Moses was given only to the Jewish folk, and does not extend to 
us'heathens and Christians." "Go to the Jews with your Moses, 
I am no Jew; leave me unperplexed by Moses." "He rejects 
as faulty and mistaken, not only certain passages of scripture, but 
even entire books, as respects their religious doctr.ne." "He 
declares that he can not make out that the book of Revelation is 
the productof the holy ghost, 'and affirms that anyone may call 
him a 'fool' who can make James and Paul square; while the 
epistle of the former is in his estimation a 'right strong' one. 
He also made light of Jude" (p. 50). 

" In their conflicts with Roman Catholicism on the one hand, 
and with unbelief on the other hand, the Protestant theologians, 
from about 1600 A.D~tO 1750 A.D. were not content with the 
view of the Bible taken by the early and great reformers. These 
theologians regarded the absolute infallibility and equal inspira
tion of all parts of the Bible as a necessary assumption of faith" 
(p. 54). 

the textual criticism made it obvious that infallibility and certainty 
in no respect belong to any text recoverable by us. The follow
ing question is then inevitable: If God did not intend to preserve 
a perfectly certain and errorless verbal form of holy scripture for 
the use of his church, why should he create such a form at the 
first?" (p. 64.) 

There are several other "inevitable questions" that arise in the 
mind of a candid investigator, at thiS' point in the discussion; and 
the author of this book, if he had started out to write" in the in
terest" of truth, instead of "the intere'st of faith;" in other words, 
if he had not reached his conclusion before he commenced his 
investigation, would naturally have inquired: Why should a perfect 
and infallible God wish to give to his creatures an imperfect and 
fallible revelation of his will~, If "God's word" is contained in 
the Bible, as the professor claims, who put it there? If the Bible 
contains a revelation from God, and is 'nece~sary for human sal
vation, why was the world left so long without it? He says that 
"the teachings of geology are true, as to the antiquity of the 
earth." Now geology teaches that this earth is many millions of 
years old, and that the human race have inhabited it two hundred 
and fifty thousand years. No Chri~tian claims that the Bible is 
even two thousand years old. Now why should the human family 
be left without a Bible, which is so necessary for their salvation, 
two hundred and forty-eight thousand years, and then the book, 
'when received, be so imperfect and uncertain that, within the 
last two thousand years, men have not been able to find out what 
it is? If men should succeed so poorly in their work, would they 
not be called failures? . 

Again he says, "The result of more than a century of inquiry 
into the authorship of the separate writings of sacred scripture 
has shown that anumber of them have undoubtedly been 
ascribed by ancient usage to the wrong persons." 

'.' We have seen that the non-Mosaic authorship of the Penta
teuch in its present form was known to Richard B~xter." 

"What difference does it make," asked Luther in his" Table 
Talk,"" if Moses did not himself write the Pentateuch?" 

He speaks· of "the effect of scholarly opinion as to the im
possibility or improbability of connecting various other books of 
the Bible-Isaiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Daniel, 
Canticles-with the persons whose names tradition has selected 
as their authors." Also "of the fact that certain books of the 
Bible were admitted to the canon doubtfully, and were at first 
and for a 'long time regarded as belonging decidedly to an in
ferior rank" (p. 67). 

He says that all who have studied the Bible as literature, "within 
the past century have abandoned the theory of its plenary and 
verbal inspiration." "The current theological argument has be
come changed in a way most astonishing .... the modern defense 
of scripture admits without a question that geology is right, and 
then tries to show how the ,vords of Genesis may possibly be 
understood so as to accord with the undoubted conclusions of 
physical science." . 

. He says, "It is no longer possible to demonstrate that the earth 
does not move around the sun by simply appealing to the narra
tive of the miracle in Joshua; or to disprove the conclusions of 
geology as to the antiquity of the earth, and the slow process of 
its formation, by pointing out that Moses teaches the creation 
of all things in six days of twenty-four hours." 

He admits that the "traditions of the earliest things of the 
This assumption" so remained until overthrown, for although _ ; eal.:th and of humanity-traditions of the creation, of the fall, of 

marks of its influence still abound everywhere, as a compacted 
opinion it is now defended by no biblical scholars, and but few 
theologians whose judgments are entitled to respect." 

" Baxter rejected the view that all parts of the Bible are alike 
infalible and important" (p. 61). 

"Philip Doddridge also did not consider that the inspiration 
of the biblical books excluded all errors, unless it were of the 
kind called 'plenary;' and he did not even consider that all the New 
Testament was written under this 'plenary' inspiration. Inspira
is to be assumed to be 'plenary' in the case of the apostles; but 
in their case o,nly when there is no evidence to the contrary" (p.62). 

"The progress of research into the real nature of the Hebrew 
and Greek texts of sacred scripture could not fail to discredit the 
post-Reformation (t:e. the infallibility) theory of inspiration; for 

the flood, etc., of the people which surrounded the Jews-have a 
common origin with the narratives in the earlier chapters of 
Genesis." Also that while "the use of the Bible has vastly in
creased, at the same time the weight of emphasis has been slip
ping off from the dogma of its inspiration." The post-Reformation 
theory [l:e., plenary inspiration] has tottered and fallen." "But 
no equally elaborate and self-consistent doctrine of !;acred scripture 
has arisen to take its place. Certain impressions which entered 
into the the9ry-impressions both true and false-are still pro
foundly influential; they largely determine that view of the Bible 
and its right uses which guides the unlearned Christian of to-day. 
But what are the lessons of the facts of history? How shall we 
shape our answer to the question, 'What is the Bible?'in view of 
the opinions held by the church of Christ in all the centuries of 
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its experience with the Bible? We reply with the following sum
mary of conclusions" (p. 70): 

1. " No elaborate doctrine of the nature of sacred scripture 
has yet been constructed and adopted by the Christian church at 
large." 

2. "History shows that certain untenable opinions, foreign to 
the eS5ence of biblical religion and uncongenial to the spirit of 
true Christianity, have repeatedly forced their way into the doc
trinal views of the church, regarding the Bible." 

3. "It is not truly Catholic doctrine that the Bible is the word 
of God." 

4. "An exceedingly unstable condition of opinion in answer 
to the question, 'What is the Bible?' no doubt still exists." 

S. "The Christian church has al,vays regarded it as the most
priceless and.indispensable office of sacred scripture to be a witness 
to the person, doctrine, and work of Christ. So far as the Old 
Testament is concerned, the precise nature of this witness has 
been much disputed.H 

6..11 It is this work of the holy spirit, in gradually making God 
known to men as their father and redeemer, which has given us 
the Bible. The Bihle is the authentic record of this revelation." 

7. "It follows, then, that the Bible has always been regarded 
as an authentic and authoritative source of Christian doctrine." 

8. "Preaching, exhortation, and paraphrase, have always largely 
taken the place of sacred scripture." 

9. "At no time, except during the post-Reformation period, 
has the inspiration of the authors of sacred scripture been regarded 
as specially different in kind from that possessed by other believ.ers, 
or as given to them solely for the purpose of fitting them to 
compose an infallible Bible." 

We have now reached the close of the second chapter and the 
author has taught us seveI"a1 important lessons. He has taught us: 

That the narratives in Genesis about the creation, the fall, the 
flood, etc., had a common origin with the traditions-of several 
heathen nations. 

That Moses did not write the books ascribed to him, and that 
many other books of the Old Testament are of unknown author
ship. 

That geology is true as to the age of this earth, and not Genesis. 
That the old theory of the pienary inspiration of the Bible 

"has tottered and fallen," and that no equally elaborate doctrine 
. has arisen to take its place. 

That untenable opinions in regard to the Bible have frequently 
forced themselves into the doctrines of the church. 

That the Bible is not the word of God. 
That an unstable opinion in regard to the Bible still exists. 
That the writers of the Bible were not inspired differently from 

other believers. 
And still he calls the Bible" sacred scripture," "holy scripture;" 

and tells us " it is the work of the holy spirie in revealing God 
to men" that has given us the Bible," and that" the Bible is the 
authentic record of this revelation." 

These assumptions, so completely in conflict with his previous 
statements, and so wholly unsupported by any proof, he leaves 
with us, presumably to show that he is still writing "in the interest 
of faith." 

In the third chapter he aims to give us the views of the biblical 
writers themselves as to their own inspiration. He says "the 
reference of Jesus to certain passages of the Old Testament are 
simply for illustration, and not to vouch for their historical truth, 
or for their inspiration." 

As to the book of Jonah, to which Jesus referred, he says: "A 
narrative in which a man is represented as composing a poetical 
prayer, surrounded with water, his head bound with seaweed, 
and drifting with marine currents, while inside a monster of the 
sea, was surely never intended by its author to be understood as 
literal history. The book of Jonah was written as an allegory" 
(p.84). 

Again he says, "Not one word in the entire Bible can be found 
to warrant the theory of a peculiar or peculiarly infallible inspi
ration given to anyone in order to fit him for the work of 
writing" (p. 98). 

Again, in reference to Paul's advice co;}cerning marriage, he 
says, "In this case wenotice that the advice ofPaul was governed 

by his erroneous impression that the second coming of our Lord 
was then just at hand .. That Paul and the other apQstles, during 
at least the earlier yeats of their ministry, held this erroneous 
impression, their writings most abundantly show" (p. 100). 

Here is a frank admission that all the apostles were laboring 
under an l' erroneous impression" as to the second coming of 
Christ. And when we remember that this "erroneous impres
sion" was given by the positive assurance of Jesus himself, Matt. 
xxiv, 30, 34, the question naturally occurs, Was not he, too, mis
taken? 

Again he says, "In common with all the previous authors of 
the Bible, the authors of its latest books never give us a hint that 
they regard themselves or one another as gifted with any special 
form of infallible inspiration as writers of sacr~d books. Nor 
does their language warrant the conclusion that they would have 
held any dogma of verbal. inspiration as applying to these Chris
tian writings." 

If none of the writers of the Bible were specially inspired; if 
Jesus and all his apostles were mistaken, and if their successors 
in the Christian church have been teaching and perpetuating 
these " erroneous impressions" and mistakes, for eighteen hundred 
years, is it not about time for the people to do their own thinking? 

J. W. NORTH. 

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON'S REMINISCENCES. 

To s:ate the idea of conversion and salvation as then under
stood, one can readily see from our present standpoint that 
nothing could be more puzzling and harrowing to the young 
mind. The revival fairly started, the most excitable wete soon 
on the anxious seat. There we learned the total depravity of 
human nature and the sinner's awful danger of e\'erlasting pun
ishment. This was enlarged upon, until the most innocent girl 
believed herself a monster of iniquity and felt certain of eternal 
damnation. 

Then God's hatred of sin was emphasized, and his irreconcil
able position toward the sinner so justified that one felt like a 
miserable, helpless, forsaken worm of the dust in trying to ap
proach him, even in prayer. . 

Having brought you in a condition of profound humility, the 
only cardinal virtue for one under conviction, in the depths of 
your despair you were told that it required no herculean effort 
on your part to be transformed into an angel, to be reconciled to 
God, to escape endless perdition. The way to salvation was 
short and simple. We had naught to do but to repent and be
lieve,and give our hearts to Jesus, who stood ever ready to re
ceive us. How to do all this was the puzzling question. Talking 
with Dr. Finney one day, I said: 

"I cannot understand what I am to do. If you should tell 
me to go to the top of the church steeple and jump off, I would 
readily do it if thereby I could save my soul, but I do not know 
how to go to Jesus." 

"Repent and believe." said he," that is all you have to do to 
be happy here and hereafter." 

" I am very sorry," I replied, "for all the evil I have done, 
and I believe all you tell me, and the more sincerely I believe 
the more unhappy I am." With the natural reaction from 
despair to hope, many of us imagined ourselves converted, 
prayed and gave our experiences in the meetings, and at,times 
rejoiced in the thought that we were Christians, chosen chIldren 
of God, rather than sinners and outcasts. 

But Dr. Finney's terrible anathemas of the depravity and de
ceitfulness of the human heart soon shortened our new-born 
hopes. His appearance in the pulpit on these memor~ble oc
casions is indelibly impressed on my mind. I can see hIm now, 
his great eyes rolling round the congregation and his arms flying 
in the air like a windmill. One evening he described .hell, and 
the devil, and the long procession of sinners being swept down 
the rapids of Niagara, about to make the awful plunge into the 
burning depths of limpid fire below, and the rejoicing hosts in 
the Inferno, coming up to meet them, with the shouts of the 
devils echoing through the vaultless arches. He suddenly halted 
and pointing his index finger at the supposed procession, he ex' 
claimed: . 

II There, do you not see them I" 
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I was wrought up to such a pitch that I actually jumped up 
and gazed in that direction to which he pointed, arid the picture 
glowed before my eyes, and remained with me for months after
wards. I cannot forbear saying that although high respect is 
due to the intellectual, moral, and spiritual gifts of the venerable 
ex-president of Oberlin College, such preaching worked incal-' 
culable harm to the very souls he sought to save. Fear, of the 
judgment seized my soul. Visions of the lost haunted my 
dreams. Mental anguish prostrated my health. Dethronement 
of my reason was apprehended by friends. But he was sincere, . 
so peace to his ashes! Returning home, the night after, I roused 
my father from his slumbers to pray for me lest I should be cast 
into the bottomless pJt before morning. 

To change the current of my thoughts, a trip was planned to 
Niagara, and it was decided that the subject of religion was to be 
tabooed altogether. Accordingly our party, consisting of my 
sister, her husband, my father, and myself, started in our private 
carriage, and for six weeks I heard nothing on the subject. 
About this time Gall and Spurzheim published their works on 
phrenology, followed by Combe's" Constitution of Man," his 
"Moral Philosophy," and many other Liberal works, all so 
rational and opposed to the old theologies that they produced a 
profound impression on my brother's mind. As we had these 
books with us, reading and discussing by the way, we all became 
deeply interested in the new ideas. Thus after many months of' 
weary wandering in the intellectual labyrinth of "The F:lll of 
Man," "Original Sin," "Total Depravity," "God's Wrath," 
"Satan's Triumph," "The Crucifixion," "The Atonement," 
"Salviltion by Faith," I found my way out of the darkness into 
the clear sunlight of truth. My religious superstitions gave place' 
.to rational ideas based on scientific facts, and in proportion as I 
looked at everything from a new standpoint, I grew more and 
more happy day by day. Thus with a delightful journey in the 
month of June, an entire change in my course of reading, and 
the current of my thoughts, my mind was restored to its normal 
condition. 

I view it as one of the greatest crimes to shadow the minds of 
the young with these gloomy superstitions; and with fears of the 
unknown and unknowable to poison all their joy in life. 
Woman's Triuune. 

THE NEW STATES' CONSTITUTIONS. 

The Truth Seeker of June I contains this sound advice to the 
Liberals of the Northwest: 

Once again we urge the Liberals of the four new states in the 
Union, Washington, Montana, and North and South Dakota, to 
be vigilant in seeing that religion does not gain a permanent 
foothold in the organic law of their states. Delegates to Con
stitutional Conventions have been selected in Montana and the' 
two Dakotas, and in South Dakota the Sioux Falls constitution 
has b:!en adopted. This constitution, so far as it relates to the 
right to worship, or to write, speak, or publish opinions, is ex
ceedingly good, and under it perfect" toleration" of all religions 
is secured. But we know how easy it is for legislatures to per
vert constitutions, and the Liberals in this state as in the other 
three should endeavor to secure more liberty, and also justice. 

Thev should insist that the Constitution shall provide that no 
person- shall be denied any civil or political right, privilege, or 
capacity, on account of his religious. principles, or lack of re
ligious principles. . 

They should insist that the Constitution shall prohibit the ex
emption of any property not owned by the state; county, .or town, 
from taxation. 

They should insist that the Constitution shall prohibit the legis
lature and all state officers from employing ecclesiastics to per
form an)' of their so-called "sacred" functions for which the 
state has to pay. 

They should insist that the Constitution shall debar the legis
lature from setting apart any day as a holy day, or from passing 
any law affixing penalties for, laboring or playing on any of the 
three hundred and sixty-five days of the year. 

They should insist that the Constitution shall prevent the 
legislature from enacting blasphemy laws. 

, They should insist that some Constitutional provision shall be 
made to prevent any money raised for the use of the common 
schools from being given to schools maintained by churches or 
for religious purposes, or wherein any religion is taught. 

If these things are not insisted upon, the Liberals will find 
that they are the sport and plaything of the church, and that re
ligion is riding them roughshod, to the detriment of theIr pockets. 
and the complete loss of self-respect and religious independence. ' 
The.churches kn9who\v to work their pQints, and they will have 
men and money frplI!. the East without limit. They have got 
all butane of the states under their thumbs, and secured almost 
everywhere a practical union-of church and state, and will ;:;trive. 
mightily to secure the new states. It rests with the Liberals to 
,defeat them, for the "prac~ical politici~ns" will not oppose an< 

element which influences so many votes. 

A Poem from Grub Gulch. 

Appended is the narrative of Noah and the ark~ 
With the lion and the tiger all a-roaming in the dark, 
The polecat and the rattlesnake, hyena, and the lamb; 
But the sinful little babies did Jehovah drown and damn. 
The angels aided Noah, * yes they rounded up the boar, 
The polar and the grizzly bear, and countless thousands more. 
I can't enumerate them all, but they drove them, great and small, 
Up the gang-plank to the steerage where each creature had his stall. 
The gorilla was unruly and quite difficult to pJease- , 
Looked and acted much like Kearney when he's" cussin" the Chinese
So they put him in the steerage, but the sportive little SKunks 
Monopolized the cabin, where they had their choice of bunks. 
T~e angel with the hornets' nest stubbed bis toe and feB-
The inmates went exploring round, and Noah shouted, "Hell, 
You haven't paid your passage; go aboard some other ark;" 
But every buzzing insect made a stinging, sharp remark; 
Insisted on their lawful rights, and wouldn't be ignored, 
And made themselves familiar with everyone on board. 
Mrs. Noah very badly fared, with her abundant muscle, 
For scant and thin was her attire and innocent of bustle. 
Beasts, birds, and reptiles, all embarked, then tight was shut the door·, 
The angels pulled the stoppers out and down the waters pour. 
It rained about a foot an hour, a somewhat soaking shower, 

'And thus did 'the Creator manifest his love and power. 
The mothers with their babies, as they sought for places drier, 
Climbed on the roof of village church and clustered round the spire. 
But all their.struggles were in vain, the water rose still higher, 
For God had doomed. them all to drown; then, everlasting fire. 
The ark was drifted by the tides on top of Ararat, . 
Its occupants then issued forth quite destitute of fat, 
For they had been almost a year on very scanty ration-
What they lived on I cannot tell, unless 'twas ventilation
And Captain Noah, when safe ashore, so overjoyed was he, 
He planted vines and made red wines, and had a royal spree. 
Now here you have the story as I find It in the book, 
Where you may find it also, if you have a mind to look; , 
And if you don't believe it you're forever damned in hades 
With all those drowned mothers and their wicked little babies. 
Now if I had been Jehovah, the truth I'll dare to tell, 
I'd surely drowned the devil, and then closed the gates of hell. 
I'd save the coal and sulphur, extinguish all the fire, 
Of each damned soul I'd make a saint, with seven-octave lyre. 
Don't think I'd be quite happy though, on the great white throne, 
If now and then came up from hell an unbeliever's groan. 

Grub Gulch, Fresno Co. A. W. POOLE. 

ilSee sermon of Rev. Talmage. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this o~ce, among other wo:-ks: 


"John Ward, Preacher." $1.50. 

"Yone Santo." 50 cents. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 

"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'I-lolbac..li. $2. ., 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethouo-ht novel 

by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 0' 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
~ntrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. . , 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Kaiser Henry. 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 
Inclosed please find money order for $5 toward maintaining FREE

THOUGHT. I have returned blank with signatu~es for the California 
State Liberal Union. With best wishes, I remain your friend, 

Loomis, Cal. HENRY KAISER. 

For the Cause. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
I inclose $1 to help the cause. Accept it and send FREETHOUGHT for 

six months to some poor person who cannot' afiQrd a paper; or use it 
in a way you think 'will do the most good. With best wishes for your 
success in the good work. Yours truly, S. J. WILLIAMS. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

November 3,1870. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
Will you b:! kind enough to give me the date ot the killing of Mr. 

Crittenden by Laura D. Fair on the ferry boat between Oakland and San 
Francisco, as I have had a dispute in regard to the time? Are Laura 
D. Fair and Laura de Force Gordon one and the same person? [No.-
ED.] Inclosed find $2 for my renewal. Yours for justice. 

J. S. MARTIN. 

Aunt Elmina's Plea. 
:D~ar Friends: 

At last, after weeks oL uncertainty and anxiety, Judge Foster of the 
United States Court has handed down his decision in the Harman, 
Walker, and Harman" obscenity" case, overruling the motion of coun
sel to quash the indictment. It is now almost certain that the trial wlll 
take place at the next term of court. I hope every friend who writes to 
me for books or papers will add 10 cents to my dime fund for the de
fense. 1 want it to grow and increase till it counts up into the hundreds. 

I am proud of e:J.ch name, 'Of each donor, and feel disappointed at each 
mail that fails to bring at least one dime toward so good a work. Blessed 
be the cheerful and timely giver. Yours hopefully, 

Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

A Want Filled. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
I took notice of a little article at the head of the" Odds and Ends" 

column in the Truth Seeker of April 27, from the Jewelers' Weekly, 
where it says a scarf-pin shield that will protect its wearer from entangle
ment with a girl's hair would be a !Joon to mankind. Since ninety-pine 
per cent of all the girls are more or less religious, or creed-bound to 
sor.1e extent, I recommend all young men that have a mind of their own, 
and are not afraid to use it, to purchase one of Otto \Vettstein's Free

/ thought scarf-pins, price $4; can be had at Otto Wettstein's, Rochelle, 
Ill., or at Putnam & Macdonald's, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco, 
Cal. And I will assure them that it will act as a good preventive from 
becoming entangled in girl's hair. Try it! Yours for science and 
humanity, LEWIS KAISER. 

"Yone Santo-The Child of Japan." 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 
We have just been readmg the above work, and it makes us wish that 

intelligent thinkers who have not the fear of the church before their' eyes 
would visit and get at the heart of all so-called hea.then civilization. 
iwt only the church direct, but governments called Christian, steadily 
oppose the truth's being told. 

The large-hearted George Eliot, in her memorable letter to Harriet 
B~echer Stowe, says: "Toward' all Oriental people with whom we Eng
li~h come in contact, a spirit of arrogance and contemptuous dictatorial 
ness is observable." We wonder if Mrs. Lewes (George Eliot) sensed 
the real cause of this arrogance. . 

From whence does it come if not from the claims of the Christian re
ligion? How can a people who are considered Christians par excellence, 
national in their religion, and the leading Christian nation of the world, 
be otherwise than arrogant under the very false idea than they are the 
guardians of the only religion through which mankind can be saved, all 

~thers being false and their advocates under the displeasure of the ruler 
of the universe? "We are God's favorites," is the natural language of 
such ideas. Mrs. Lewes farther says: "There is nothing I should more 
care to do, if it were possible, than to arouse the imagination of men and 
women to a vision of human claims in those races of their fellow-men 
who most differ from them in customs and beliefs." 

"If it were possible!" repeats the author of"Yone Santo," from whose 
postscript we take the above, and then proceeds to say: "If any doubt 
(as to the difficulty) were imagined to exist, the testimony of those who, 
during a score of years, have striven to protect the foremost of Asiatic 
nations from the consequences of injurious foreign association would con. 
firm the fact. Official influences have steadily opposed them, and 
powerful interests have united to counteract their endeavors." 

Now mark the next sentence: "In no part of Europe is it generally 
recognized that a highly intelligent and progressive Eastern empire is 
held in subservience, -and deprived of its inherent rights by sheer force 
unjustly and cruelly exercised." 

And what is to be the result? The following statement tells the tale. 
"The Japanese rulers are well aware that an assumption of Christian. 

ity, as a state religion, would smooth away many of their international 
complications. It is a scandal to the enlightenment of the nineteenth 
century that the recognition of a nation's inherent rights should be more 
or less dependent upon a mere formal declaration of faith, but such is . 
the fact,!' 

Can anything demonstrate more fully the infernal nature of that 
system known as Christian, as manifest wherever it obtains power? An 
intelligent nation deprived of its rights by a combination of Christian 
thieves, because not acknowledging as ruler of the universe the hideous 
monster, the Christian's God. 

Why not send a representative of Freethought to Japan, and give him 
plenty of time to study the domestic relations and the scholar,;hip of that 
people, and whatever else it might be well for your readers to know? As 
to "Yone Santo," the power ofthe church was brought to bear to prevent 
the publication of the story in book form, but happily, Christians do not 
own all our publishing houses, though could they succeed in getting their 
God in the Constitution, they would suppress such as refused to do their 
bidding. • 

Send for "Yone Santo," read it, learn it, and thus aid in emancipating 
the human mind from the control of priestcraft. LOIS W AISBROOKER. 

Tpeologioal Imposition. 

10 th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
I wish to pa~ my respects to theologians by calling them, one a~d all, 

from the pope of Rome down to the l\Iormon howler and spouter, the' 
most arrant Ibt of pretenders on the face of the globe. I do not believe 
there is a perfectly honest man among all these thousands of" advocates 
of the supernatural" unless it is among those who are so ignorant' of this 
natural world that we might term them natural born and persistent fools. 
It seems to me these men-these advocates of supernatural dogmas
have no desire to know the truth ~or any fear of believing a lie. Nor is 
that all, they apparently take much delight in getting others to accept 
their mind-degrading superstition so that they (the priestly impostors) 
may keep humanity in mental bondage. They teach, for instance, "the 
existence of an omnipotent, merciful God." Let us see about this re
puted merciful God. If such a bei~g exists, who is responsible for all 
the evil and injustice in the world? Who is responsible for all the in
nocent suffering and agony in this world? Do you say there is no evil, 
injustice, and suffering? How about the thousands that have gone down 
to a watery grave in ships sunk by the merciless storm? Did God lend 
a hane\.? How about the thousands of innocent people burned to death 
in burning houses? See a lot of children fall with the roof into the flames 
and fire, and then think of this omnipotent merciful God. Something 

. 	over a year ago I saw this statement in a paper: A mother goes to the 
well after a pail of water; she takes her child along, a bright little baby 

,girl. And going down the trail through the grass and flowers she sets 
the baby down a few moments while she draws the water. Suddenly 
'she hears a heart-piercing cry from her little darling; she looks up and 
sees a large eagle flying away with her babe. The bird is already high 
in the air. Look, ye godly! a helpless babe and a helpless mother. 
Awa.y the little one is borne.in the sharp claws.of the huge bird to the 
top of a neighboring bam. There the baby's eyes and its little heart 
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were torn out and eaten by the eagle. Only a portion of the dead child's 
body ,vas recovered. Think what must 	have been the feeling of that 
woman-worse than a thousand deaths! Did the merciful God show 
his mercy? Did he ever show any mercy? Can a " nonentity" be merci
ful? It won't do. This" merciful-God" doctrine is false, and the im
po~tors who teach the lie should be exposed whenever and wherever 
possible. Why worship a God that does no good ? Why waste millions 
of money on this nonentity in huilding churches and paying priestly pre
tenders for telling us falsehoods? Down with the churches and away 
with the priests-to some asylum where they cannot do so much harm! 
The world is far better without them. The truth is all that is wanted to 
make us free. Religion means slavery•. Its very foundation is imposition 
and superstition. 

It is nonsense and folly to talk about the supernatural or of its ex_ 
istence while the boundaries of the natural are not known. According 
to science and reason, this is a natural world, and is governed by im
'lnllt~bl~ law. It is a degradatipn of the human intellect to lose time in 
prayers to the nonentity known as God. Nature is seen to d" all things 
of itself without the m':!ddling of the gods. It is proof against miracles. 
For all things there is a natural cause, and to hear theologians spout 
about the miraculous and the supernatural. makes me tired. They labor 
si~ply to promote imposition and for the conservation of superstition. 
The world has had too much of it, it is time to strike down the false and 
lift up the true. True men and women, with the sceptre of science, 
morality, and reason, those emblems will lead to happiness and victory. 

We want no more priestly imposition and theological pretension! We 
,vant no more God, devil, hell, and heaven. The truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, will do. More than this means evil. 

And I say again, it were better to have no God than one that does no 
gool. During my own short life on this globe I have seen too much 
suffering and evil to believe that an omnipotent, merciful deity exists. 
The existence of evil and injustice goes to show that the doctrine of 
Christianity-of all religions that teach the existence of an infinite and 
merciful God-is false. The facts are against them; and facts are what 
count. When religion is the cause of the killing of such splendid women 
as Hypatia, and the cause of the burning of such splendid men as Bruno, 
two of the noblest martyrs ~at ever lived or died, I for one consecrate 
the last drop of my heart's blood, and the last thought of my brain, to ex. 
pose the priestly impostor and destroy his imposition of superstition. It 
must be done for humanity's sake. A religiun that sanctions all crimes, 
that burns men to death for telling the ~truth, as it did with Giordano 
Bruno, I say it is a fraud as false as hell. There is no worse book in 
existence than the so-called Holy Bible. 	It upholds all crimes, crudties, 
and evils, polygamy, tyranny, slavery, murder, human sacrifice, and all 
the list of unjust doings conceivable by the degraded minds of priests. 
Read its bloody record, and then consider its so-called" divinity." 

What think you of a God that accepts as righteousness the punishment 
of the_ innocent and the pardon of the guilty? This triple-headed 
monster of Christianity is an imposition that should be scorned out of 
mind. It is a delusion unworthy of an~ 	consideration. Let the sun of 
science shine on the clouds of superstition and see how quickly they dis
appear.' Then look upon the solid earth in the light of science and rea
son, and who but a theologian will say that this world is not worth our 
most earnest endeavor. to make it better? Yours for the truth, 

Salmon City, Idaho. CHAS. 	 F. BLACKBURN, Atheist. 

A Word from Brother Watts. 

l\Iessrs S. P. Putnam and Geo. E. Macdonald are doing good 
work on the other side. Mr. Putnam is working hard in the lec
turing field, and judging from his long list of engagements, ,,:hich 
we print in another column, his activity is appreciated through
out California. Mr. Putnam is an earnest and persistent worker, 
and is deserving of all success possible upon the platform. His 
co-worker, Geo. E. Macdonald, confines his labors to the 
editorial duties of FREETHOUGHT, each number of which bears 
marks of his unique ability and experience. We hope and be
lieve that the efforts of these two determined workers will be 
adequately rewarded.-Secular Thought. 

. Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

, OREGON STATE CONVENTION. 

To the Liberals of Oregon: . 
The members of the Silverton Secular Union, of Silverton, 

Oregon, herebv cordially invite all 	 the Liberals of Oregon to 
meet with them in mass convention at Silverton, June 22 and 
23, 1889, for the purpose of ,organizing a .state association on 
the basis of the Demands of Liberalism, to co-operate with 
the American Secular Union. The association thus formed 
is to represent no intellectual creed, but simply equal rights 
and impartial liberty. It is to be 	organized in the spirit of 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and the words of General Grant-" Keep the church and 
sta~e forever separate." 

All in favor of these great ends, so necessary to the preservation 
of Republican and Democratic institutions, are solicited to be 
present for fraternal co-operation. In union there is strength. 

J. W. MCCLURE, Pres., S. S. U., R. D. ALLEN, Secretary, 
MRS. 	CARRIE FITZGERELL, H. D. MOUNT, E. \VOLFARD, • 

Executive Committee. 

THE SUMMER AND FALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton ........ Or., June 22,23, Pomeroy .. \V. T., Aug ........ 26, 
Stayton ......... " " .... 24, La Grange, Or .... Aug ........ 29, 
Mills City......" ". 25, 26, U Ilion ..... Or. " ........ 30, 
Turner ........ " " .... 27, Baker City," Sept ........ I, • 
Eola ........... " " .... 28, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 
Canby ......... " " .. 29, 30 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
Molalla ........ " July .... 3,4, Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9,10, 
Kalama ...... W.T.," ... 6,7, Long Creek ...... " 11,12, 
Starks Point. W. T., and vicinity, Hamilton ........ " 14, IS, 

July 9, 10, II, 12, 13, Monument ...... " 16, 17, 
Astoria ......... Or., July ... 14, Hay Stack ...... " IS, 
Stella .......... \V.T.," 15,16,17, Lone Rock ...... " 19,20, 
03wego ......... Or., 18, 19, Fossil :'.......... " 21,22, 
Arnold's Grove .. " " 20, 21, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept. .... 29, 
Coburg.. ... " Aug ........ 7, S, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 
Lebanon .... " " .......... 9, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Olympia ...W.T.," ...... 11,12, 6,7, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13, 14, Linkville .....Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Davenport, " " ...... 17, 18, Sacramento ......... Cal., Oct. 20, 
Cheney... " " ......... 19, San Francisco ....... " "27, 
Rosalia. .." ......... 20, Los Angeles and vicinity the month' 
Sprague.. " .... " ... 21, of November, 
Pasco. . . . ." .....•... 22, San Diego and vicinity the month of 
Dayton .... W. T.,Aug .... 24. 25,- December. 

Eternal l'itness. 

According to the Church News (Catholic), the ruins of the 
tower of Babel have been turned to some account at last. The 
Carmelites of Bagdad have recently erected a statue of the Virgin 
Mary on the highest portion of the wall which remains standing. 
Considerable doubt formerly existed in the minds of many an
tiquarians as to whether the tower of Babel in reality ever had 
any connection wiih the . ruins which now go by its name, and 
some have gone so far as to state that even the site of Babylon 
(supposed to be the ancient Babel) is at present unknown. But 
of course this difficulty is now all cleared away by this action of 
the Romish church. In her supreme wisdom and infallible 
judgment she has forever decide<i the matter by celebrating the 
,mass on the spot, and then setting up the statue of the "blessed 
lady," as before referred to. Well; so be it. Inasm uch as Babel 
means confusion, and the name is perpetuated in the Greek 
word Babylon, we can conceive of no more appropriate place for 
the great mysterious Babylon, the mother of harlots, to set up her 
idolatrous shrines, and practice her iniquitous mysteries than she 
has found in this instance.-Signs·of the Times. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. . 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys _ \ 
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
W~od, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS. AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and · Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home.

COl\lPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .............•............ $1.50 

Address orders to 

L. K.. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass.· 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufilcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, /I/ews, IIardware, Wrappillg 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh 


414 and 416 Clay st, S. F. 


w. Pit. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CL.'tY S"I:REET, 
Below l\'Iont~omery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold S:)arf Pin .. ... : ........................$ 4 00 
1u ka"at GoM. sm:d size Badge PiD.................. 200 
14 kamt G llcl. small size Badge Pin ... .. ........... _. 2 75 
H kara~ U.)ld. slllall size Badge Pin with Diamond. $5. 6 00 
10 karat Gold. Lar~e Badge yiu........ . ...... ...... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Lar:;e Ea.lge Pin ...................... 4 00 
10 kiuat Gol.l. l:)l!Jall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat GJld. Hma I Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
10 kal'l!.t Uold, Largt! Charm (for watch chain).. ..... 5 CO 
14 karat Gol(I, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Guld. Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a full·bodie I diamond. s('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reve 'se side and never lose its iJrilliancy.

Sent to any address, Ilrel'aid. and guaranteed aa repre
sented or mono y refHuded. address. 

. PUTNAM & MACDONALD, ·.· 
504 Kearny Street. San Francisco. Cal. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba

. bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid papet, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

d G dMen, Women, an 0 s. 

Exceptional and Sad. 

Elder Thompson, the famous Universal
ist preacher who died some years ago, was 
once a~ked to marry a couple whose re
liS-iou:) views were at variance with his 
own. After the ceremony the bridegroom 
expressed his entire satisfaction with the 
sen·ice. " I don't see," he Slid, "that you 
could have done it any better if you'd be
lieved in. a hell." A little theological dis
cussion followed, in which Elder Thomp:" 
son advanced the idea that" a man gets his 
hell in this worldY Two years after Father 
Thompson met the man again. 

"You remember you married me? " the 
man said. 

" Yes." 
"And that I said I hoped it would be 

just as happy a marriage as if you believed 
in a hell? " 

"You said something like that." 
." And that you said some folks got all 

their hell in this world? " 
"I might have said so." 
"Parson, you was right."-Lewiston 

Journal; 

II Christian Science." 

The returns from Salida, Colorado, 
where a young woman under charge of 
Christian scientists has just died from the 
effects of typhoid fever, confirm the posi
tion taken by the Times that the so-called 
Christian science should be confined to 
colds in the head, or warts, or corns, or 
mild cases of constipation.-Kansas City 
Tim·es. 

THERE is a grim humor about some of 
Judge Lynch's executions. A bank presi
dent in Southwest Texas made away with 
all the funds under his charge, and then 
posted on the door of his institution, 
"Bank Suspended." That night he was 
interviewed by a number of depositors, who 
left him hanging toa tree with this notice 
pinned to his breast: "Bank President 
Suspended." Blnk suspensions will not 
occur very frequently in that locality. 

"You need rest," said -the doctor," and 
you must have perfect quiet." "All right," 
replied the patient, "I'm g'ad enough to 
hear 	 it; I'll go into a monastery right 
awav." "Won't do, said the doctor, 
shaking his head, "too much excitement. 
You 	go to Southern California."-Bur
dette. 
, II LET us not waste our time," yelled the 
temperance lecturer. "Let us not waste 
our time in dealing with the small saloons 
and grogshops. Let us go to the fountain
head. . Let us go to the brewery, my 
friends." . "All right," chimed in an old 
soaker from a back seat, "I'm with you." 

BISHOP.-" Miss Autumn, I hear you are 
an earnest student of the Bible. What, in 
your opinion, is the most interesting line of 
Holy Writ?" Miss Autumn(promptly)
"Behold, the bridegroom cometh." 

THE Oswego Record has found the most 
fanatical Baptist on record. He is an 
editor and insists that the paper .on whi~h 

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert · he prints his ideas shall not be sprinkled.
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 
. I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 

that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or hearu 
of. It is simple in construction, will be nm by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers -especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used aI\,)\ under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction; 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com· 
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAll & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard Co'llege Theology. 
An Expose 

or the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen~ 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian .. 

churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

~By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

Miners and Millmen Attentionl 

BEHM'S 


'by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
3 I years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. ' 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine ' 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ourice 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best fttores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for 1$40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
'glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine·artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below . lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., ,worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented . 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

un>au'!dE~LqU~~~~~~d~!~~A!~~~,ef~t~~~~i~e~!~o!!!:!n!~~K:ccomp.nie~ .,C entrituoaal Pulver~zer, 


prices or send better goods. 

Best Spectacles,or Eye-glasses 
Gold do., $5 and 

(Send line of finest type you can read 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 
6 Rogers Bros' best tripl~-plated Knives 

" Forks 
" Teaspoons 

' 
SUNDRIES. 

$1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-platea Table-spoons $3;40 
6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1,.60 

Silver Thimbles ' .30 
Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ~5° 
1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

1.75 
1.70 

Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 
Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 

10.00 
15.00 ' 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best. work. Cleaning, $I; springs, $1 ; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON,, , of Edinlmrgh. Scot-

I ; ~ .'l~r,:.c:~,,~;.~r;: u~~~~~-;l~~~ ';~:l ,n;H~Je~, ~I\~ ~,l:?!';~:f~c~~~e.r~~ 
11t,"'ut" .. o :-l .. ty. It. I. nc,v•• t:II·tllll\:, and very In.&.ruc &.lve.'' 

& Lt the most lJUilu.ar and compreh~nsive lxKlk treuting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~c:.YJ'~J~ ~n~e~~t:!":~ ~n:lI!i';:I~: ~Il!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical. presentation ot~':lIoo ical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, l!bowin~ new meani by whICh t J:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physlcialls, clergymen, crit,cs. alld liternt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubj ecLB €'SfX,'CiAlly important to young me N 
eo veryone who .. wants to Jmow. you kUow." will· find it interestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chaptel'8, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW,FEATURE J~t UI troduccd, consists ofa~ri. 
, of beautiful ~·..l".·t'd OD"tCJ~ 

~:,1 ;:y,!fo\~~N·~~.I~~~~:i'!~~-<\;~I~~l~':~~:~~~!~~~Jrct 
selling AGE N TS who h:we already found n aold mine in it. l4r.

work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I ROltl the firllt silt booJcs in two 
hours... Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once. at speciiU rates. ScnMor terms. • 

a 16'P8Fe Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\ white an4FREE~lut' Cll"culars. and a sample of Dr. Foote'. DewrJl. Mon.thJJI. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JII1BRJ.Y WLL PI1B. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28tb St •• Atw Jork., 


Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

!:jets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

to force in settling the liquor question. 
Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office 

THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
A Magazme of 24 pp., devvted to 


Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 

Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 


J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

Guaran(ees to "work One Ton 

per hour 9f the Hardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen. 

-ADDRE~S;-

H. WALKER, 

ASSAYER, 

109 Montgomery Block, San Franci co. 

In replying t~ this a.dvertisement. mention Freethvught. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

.• Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICJAN, 
the me-st successful (in
spec'alty) as his l.ractir.e will 
surely pro\'e. 'l'he 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eaRtS of young and 
aged men such as 
weakntlss. impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretiou and 
ignorance of youth. 1'hose who 
ara ailing should send ten (10
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSrrlVE CUBE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the :roung for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain EnveJope8 used. The book spoken of sent sealed. 

Address, DR. It. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSKY , 
I::iay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Wallh:ngton National View.]
TIr. Fellows. of Vineland, ~ew Jersey offers his valua.ble 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Bimillar advertisements from unreliable 

£~~tg:~F~~o!~:~ ~::ci~i:tl~~bn~ i~~s:fa~~st~~r~~e~:t 
in hi!! profession, and the encomiums showered upon him 
pubh~ly as we~l .as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high appreCiatIon and confidence his long and conscien

~~ilfIy ~:ri~~df~~ L~:,6~:iift~e:a}~ t'::t~~~fhf:.on have so 

A 'rcstimonial. 
. WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888 

. DR. R. P: FELLOlTs-Dear Sir; The remedy JOU sent 
!B working lIke a charm. I am completely surprise the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours respectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair ~ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ States 
from young. middJ" aged and elderly men. 811ffenng fro~ 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. As 1 am an out and-out 
Liberal 1 trust the Freeth:nk"rs of the Land will give 111. 
their patronage, and not waste their time aud money on 
Christll~n doctons. DR. FELLOWS. 

http:t'::t~~~fhf:.on
http:lJUilu.ar
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

iv1erchant 'Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pucific and Broauway. 

DRES8 SUITS A SPEOIALTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 635 

P. O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

Commercial Busine~s and Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

s.\.~ FRANCISCO, CAL. 

PitCIPIC CI\I{RIAGE C(). 

BUSINESS OFFICE, 11	i POWELL ST. 

~UPERIN'I &/1. DENT 

Central Stands, 200 and' 207 Sutter st 
N V. and S W Corne:s Kearny and SutLer Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. ·REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

~Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
paiiing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS; A. REED,. 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-'-'

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


. Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by Putnam & Macdon
• aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Calirornia. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adstolle, Huxley, Mul1e~, Linton,
!leville on the Conflict between Genesis aud QeolOil'. 
J.>rlce. 60 ceuts. 

TH-E F~t\SHIONS 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ......................................................... 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR................................................... 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
CE3:A.S. F. :BUFl.Cl-DIl:..A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK. 	 CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK 'BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN 

Catalpas for Timber Oulture a 


SPecialty_ 

Have at Th~ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 
Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards . 
and Vineyards. 

Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P.O. Box 0, Sltn Jacinto, Cal 

- ORDER THEM OF' ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, I ~ 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana-:
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D.,SLENKER, 
Snowville',.. pulaskt Co., Va. 

VILLAGE parson (entering country editor's 
office): "You promised to publish my ser
mon on Monday, but I do not find it in the 
latest issue of your paper." Editor: .1 I 
sent it up. It surely went in. What was 
the name of it?" Parson: "'Feed my 
lambs.'" Editor (after searching through 
the paper): "Ah-yes-um-Here it is. 
You see we've got a new foreman; he has 
put' it ~nder the head of I Agricultural 
Notes,' as 'Hints on the Care of Sheep.'" 

THE .OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company~ 


Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 

P; O. Drawer F. 

Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. ~aul Carus, Editor. 
The Open Court i;. a weekly journal devoted 

to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The· Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

'Translations from the most prominJ!nt authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

W Terms, $2 per year. $ I for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon, the historian. Comprls.
ing all that relates to the prol!ress of the Christian reli, 
gion In "The Histor,i of the Dedin6 and Fall of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vindication (never b..torl' published In 
this country) of some paslSages in the 10th anrl 16th chap
'el'8, by Edward Gibbon, Esq .• with a Lift' of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, including variorum 
nott'.s by Guizot. Wenck, lIilman. "an English Church. 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., S64 paa-e&
Cloth. With EngraviugL Price, $160. 

ROBERT O. INGERSOLL'S tf 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Inriepentlence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the nation&! an· 
them entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 cents; D rop
lea, 26 centl; 2D copies, $1. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
)'J.,lAw. of thr Moral and Phyelcal World. By BaroD 
D'lIolbaeh. A neW loud Improved edition, with DOte. bJ 
0Wer0l. Two volume." oaa. Price. IS. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price, So cents. 
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INGERSOLL'S 'WORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The (Jods," "Hum· 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," ," Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois, '.' 
"1: he Grant Banquet," "The l<.ev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll:' 

Paper, So cents;Some Mistakes of ~Mos.s. 
clolh, $1 25. • 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 2S 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jt.!rel11inh S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Papt.!r, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthod!Jxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. '. 

InGersoll Catech;sed: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital ()uestions Propounded by the edi· 
tor of the Sail FranCIscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the l'ew York UbuYVn-. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
Scents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lf'ctures Comple!e. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
,by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ,:,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the ,\nti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Hights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. . 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and .Franklin. }'rice IS cents. 

Bible Mora~8. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehoud and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Rohbery; AJuitery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars 01 . onguest and 
Extermination; Despotism; IntoJe1ance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft: Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price,
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $I~ Special 
discount on larger quanlitit.!s. 

Sabbath.Breaking.~ Thb is the best and most 
'thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
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The De::'~=~h:',~:: ,7~:ishlng. I PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 
The stream of Time where you'll always find The New God. 10C. The New God was mad" 

him- I _by an a.n ist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
Casting his line in the rushing tide I a~ ~:rfec,t, ~s s~ulptur~ The creator m~kes 

And landing the fish on the bank behind him. ; h~s gOd. m hIS ~vn Imag~, and breathes mto 

He sat at ease in a cozy nook, 
And was filling his basket very fast; 

While you might have seen that his deadly hook 
Was differently baited for every cast. 

He caught 'em as fast as a man could count
Little or big, it was all the same. 

One bait was a check for a round amount: 
An assemblyman nabbed,it and out he came. 

He took a gem that as Saturn shone; 
It sank in the water without a sound, 

And caught a woman who long was known 
As the best and pUl:est for miles around •. 

Sometimes he would laugh, and sometimes sing, 
For better luck no one could wish, 

And he seemed to know to a dead sure thing 
The bait best suited to every fish. 

Quoth Satan," The fishing is rare and fine;" 
And he took a drink, somewhat enthused-

And yet a Parson swam round the hne 
Who even the most tempting of baits refused. 

He tried with his gold and his flashing gems, 
Hung fame and fortune on the line, 


Dressing-gowns with embroidered hems; 

But still the Dominie made no sign. 


A woman's garter went on the hook. 
"I have ~im at last," quoth the Devil, bright. 

enmg. 
Then Satan's side with laughter shook, 

And he landed the Parson as quick as lightning. 

Time to Stand Pat 

Mr. Gunsaulus was telling a group of 
the bibliomaniacs there was nothing so 
beautiful in a house as a bevy of bright 
children. "I have avery lovely family," 
said he. "I hold, as the sinful would say, 
a bobtail flu8h." 

"What's that?" asked the Hon. Charles 
B. Farwell, the well-known collector of 
Bibles and psalm-books. 

"We were talking about children," said 
Gunsaulus, "and I was saying that in our 
family. ,ve have a bobtail flush-four girls 
and a boy." 

Thereupon everybody laughed-every
body except the sage of East Pearson 
street. 

"No," said Mr. Farwell, smiling sadly, 
" it is evident that you have had no ex-' 
perience in the ways of the world, other
wise you would not make so erroneous an 
application of terms. You do not hold a 
bobtail flush: vou hold four of a kind-

four qu~ens and a jack-a. powerful good. The False Teachings of the Christian Church. 

handsome print. The question is discussed' Tribune 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- • 
balic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian . . 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of . IT was a ~onne~tIcul boy who surpnsed 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab, hIS teacher In readmg the other day by his 
bath; Testimony·of the Christian Fathers; the interpretation of the sentence" There is a 
Sabbath du~in~ the Middle ~g~s; the Puritan worm; do not tread 011 him."· He read 
Sabbath; lestlmony of l hnstlan Reformers, slowly and hesitatingl "Th . 
Scholars. 3;1)d Divines; Abrogation of Sunday • Y'" ere IS a warm 
Laws. C» Pnce, 2S cents; 6 copies, $1. doughnut, tread on hIm. 

hand, SIr, and I should adVIse you to stand 
pat."-Chicago News. 

M (k· 
INISTER ma mg out record of baptism 

and in doubt about the -date)-" Let me 
see; this is the 23d, isn't it?" Interested 
Mamma-UNo, sir; it is onlv the fifth 
and two ofthose are dead."-Minneapoli~ 

hIS nostnls the breath of hiS own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-.RoD
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story: 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to.day."-J'0hn Swinton's 
PalJM- 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? . And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 

. a bell, anll stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

.\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. leA mag. 
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of d ic
Hon; and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Ulliv,ru, 
San Francisco. . 

fbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive. "-Dr. PIIOU'S Healtn 
Afonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus.· A Poem. Ptice. 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
lientiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Bostt1n 
Invutisrator. 

PrGmt;lIIt:u~. 1'\ ~oem. i'nce, $1. •• It is 
crsmmed with life, thought and profounJ emo· 
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."'-Dr. Hmry 
W. Bellows. 

Gottlieb: His Life i or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. I'nce, 
25 cents. "To describe all the. beauties ()f 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all myllie before."- Elmina Drak Slmker. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 


Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schoels,
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

A FEW DAYS IN ATHE:.NS. 
By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 
the Greek Philosopher, and of the. Author 
Price, cloth, 75 cents. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco 
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SAN FRANCISCO, JUNE 22, 1889. 

THE American exhibitors at the Paris exposition are making 
this country ridiculous by refusing to have their goods looked at 
on Sunday. 

A NEWSPAPER paragraph furnishes the information that Profes
sor Huxley's third daughter, Mrs. Albert Eckersley, has come 
over to Mexico to live, her husband being engaged in railroad 
building there. 

THERE are two hundred and seventy-five women ordained to 
preach and preaching in this country. These are the females, 
but nearly a hundred thousand women of the other sex ~re in 
the same business. 

THE following describes a character well-known and admired 
by American Freethinkers: "Mrs. Annie Besant has great popu
larityand influence among the Radicals of London. There is 
a wonderful magnetic attraction about her. Her face in repose 
can hardly be called handsome, but when animated, her dark, 
Irish eyes flash fire, and, as one of her lady friends once said, 
'She has one of the sweetest smiles I have ever seen.' Her 
short, curling hair, and the somewhat peculiar attire which she 
affects, add to her i~dividuality." 

--.rT may be all right for the clergy to assert that disasters are 
sent upon wicked people in punishment for. their sins, but it 
would be interesting to have them explain why the Methodist ex
cursion train in Ireland was wrecked and a hundred of its passen
gers killed, half of whom were children. It was supposed that 
when God put his son to death for the redemption of the world 
he had done with punishing the innocent for the sins of the 
guilty. In view of recent facts and clerical utterances concerning 
them, the atonement doctrine needs remonetizing. 

A HEBREW newspaper of Paris has made a careful computation 
of the number of people in the world of that faith, with the re
sult that the total is given as being 6,300,000. Of this number 
there are no fewer than 5,400,000 in Europe, the remainder be
ingthusapportioned: Asia, 300,000; Africa, 35°,000; and Amer
ica, 250,000. Taking Europe, the bulk of Hebrew element is 
in Russia, nearly 300,000, and of these a large portion (768,500) 

are in the old kingdom of Poland. Austria has 1,644,000 He
brews, of whom 688,000 are in Galicia (Austrian Poland) alone. 
The other European countries come in the following order: 
Germany, 562,000; Roumania, 263,000; Turkey, 105,000; the 
Netherlands, 82,000; France, 63,000; Italy, 40,000. The prophe
cy that the seed of Abraham should be as countless as the dust of 
the earth is as far from fulfilment as the average Bible prediction. 

POOR Pecci! Advices from Rome, says a London dispatch, 
. indicate that the pope is still greatly depressed over the demon
stration at the unveiling of the' Bruno memorial. Speaking to 
one of the officials at the Vatican he said that the event was even 
sadder than were those of 1870, when only the temporal power 
of the pope was attacked. The present demonstration was an 
attempt to destroy the pope's spiritual authority, the only power 
now left him. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, June 23, at' 8 o'clock. An address entitled "Our Des
tiny" is to be delivered by P. O. Chilstrom, Esq. All are invited. 

NEWS AND NOTES.'/ 
Hopland is in the land of hops, and hence its name. There 

are two Hoplands now, the old Hopland across the river where 
the stages used to stop, and the new Hopland where the railroad.., 
station is built; and there is a kind of gentle rivalry between 
these points, enough to make things appear quite animated in 
this beautiful valley. Sanel means Round Valley, and is the old 
Indian name. Massive and imposing hills extending into lovely 
prospects are on all sides, and the verdant fields and groves of 
oak intermingling present a magnificent picture amidst the bosom 
of the mountai~s. At present only about a dozen houses, in
cluding station, blacksmith-shop, stores, and school-house, are at 
Hopland, but a hotel is about to be built, and other improve
ments are going on, and undoubtedly this will be a very hand": 
some village one of these days where the whistle of the locomo
tive has just been heard against the rock-ribbed and wooded 
heights. A little way from the station are the Duncan Springs 
in a hollow of the mountains, and around these springs, this 
summer, from one hundred to two hundred families are to camp. 
It is a delightful resort. The waters sparkling with bubbling gas 
from the heart of earth possess excellent medicinal qualities. The 
road winding over the vast hills to this embowered spot affords 
splendid views of the valley and its inclosing walls of green and 
gray, ranks of trees and frowning precipice. A little way off, 
down the Russian River and overlooking its crystal stream, is 
"The Lover's Leap," an enormous rock twelve hundred feet 
high with battlements sheer down to the banks of the river 
From hence, it is said, the Indian maiden flung herself to death 
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became she was robbeq of her own true love and was to be 
forced into hated bonds with another. A romantic story in 
unison with the-grand and desolate scenery. 

The days passed in this still, somewhat secluded vale, were days 
of pleasure and contentment and happy labor. The meetings 
were well attended, the school-house was nearly full, and in fact 
there was the largest attendance to the lecture of anything that 
has yet taken place in the valley. It was a surprIse to us all to 
see so much interest in Freethought. 

John C. Weybright and family open their h9spitable doors, 
and here I found the" true hearts" of freedom's band. There is 
no breath of superstition in this liberty-loving home. Mrs. vVey
bright has the honor of being the pioneer in the path of progress. 
Mr. Weybright did once believe in prayer and a God who num
bers the hairs of the head and watches the sparrow, but he has 
now come to the conclusion that man is the only providence worth 
counting on. He is an enthusiastic Liberal, and devotes himself 
to the advancement of the cause. He sees the responsibilities 
of those who have flung off the old superstitions, and that the 
world must receive the benefit of new ideas. To him and to his 
family Freethought is "the consecration and the poet's dream." 

There are others here ready to advance the cause with "heart. 
and hand." John Huntley, among the old inhabitants of the 
coast, like most of the advance guard of civilization, has very 
little faith in the churches. His contact with nature and man in 
this rugged and progressive country has knocked theology to" in
nocuous desuetudl:!," and science has been his teacher. His son, 
Wm. Huntley, a lawyer, is a cultivated and earnest thinker, and 
does not find even in the precedents of la\v the highest idea of 
justice. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Lawrence who have been living 
about a year on Uncle Sam's domains among the foothills 
under the shadow of Duncan's Peak, and who are now to become 
residents of the village, are friends whom to meet is a pleasure, 
for they look to the morning light also. Mr. and Mrs. L. I. Long 
were in Mendocino county among the first, and are well-known 
among the people of this section. Mr. Long is originally of the 
"Old Granite State" like myself, and I guess he has not lost any 
of the backbone of those . lofty and magnificent hills that en
circled the homes of Yankee land. A. H. Thomson, T. J. Fair
banks, Wm. Bolton, Mary L. Higgins, J. J. -Hale, Lucy Hale, 
A. ~. McCain, L. N. O'Neil, and others are the comrades of this 
post who will keep the colors flying. There are no churches as 
yet to vex the landscape in this happy valley. I hope a Free
thought Hall next to the school-house will be the first to orna
ment these green and "ooded slopes, and shine forth from tree 
and rock with the radiance· of unclouded science. 

I was agreeably surprised to meet at Cloverdale Mrs. Eugenia 
Wheeler Clark, who, with her sisters, aided so generously our San 
Francisco meetings with music. She is now, I believe, among 
the "footlight flashes" of the theatric world, and is worthy of a 
brilliant success. I hope, howeve!', these gifted sisters will en
liven again our Freethought assemblies, for what is better than 
music to make the pulses of freedom glow. The world of art 
must touch to glory the world of thought and struggle. Success 
to our friends, and crowns of roses upon the mimic stage where 
life's ideal answers to the heart of hope. 

Saturday I come to Ukiah. When I came here before it was 
by stage from Cloverdale, a distance of thirty miles. The moun
tains have now been tunneled along the Russian river, and Ukiah 
is the terminus of the railroad and is improving rapidly. My 
friends McGlashan and McCowen meet me at the station. They 

are' our" standbys" here, and without them I fear that little 
would be done for Freethought in Ukiah. But they don't give 
up, although they might, with honor, be enrolled upon the "re
tired list." But, as the young men have not yet come forward, 
they keep in the ranks, as. they have for nearly fifty years back, 
and so Ukiah is in the line of battle yet. It will be remembered 
that this is the place where the kerosene lamp was fluug at my 
head by an ardent Christian. The Christians of this community" 
sustained his action and cleared him of all crime, although his 
reckless act endangered the lives of many. I suppose this was a 
warning to the Infidel never to ·come to Ukiah again. The 
disciple of the" meek and lowly Jesus" who flung the lamp has 
disappeared with the funds that belonged to others, and it is gen
erally hoped that he has" left his country for his country's good." 

The court-house, which is open to meetings of all kinds, was 
engaged for the Freethought lectures, as before, and it was widely 
advertised that the lectures would be given in this place, but on 
my arrival I found that the sheriff had changed his mind and re
fused to let the court-house be used, on the ground that he feared 
a disturbance and the destruction of property under hi~ care. 
Our friends were obliged at an additional expense to procure an
other place of meeting-Reed's Opera House. Mrs. Reed, the 
proprietor, did not seem to share the fear of the sheriff, as there 
was no danger of any disturbance. 

The Christians have learned something since I was here 
last, and have had enough of violent measures. Their method 
is now the "conspiracy of silence," and to keep as many 
away from the lectures as possible. To a certain extent they have. 
succeeded. The audiences have not been so large as I hoped 
for. The churches had a mass meeting on Sunday night in be
half of the sufferers by the flood--not Noah's, but the last one, 
but both, of course, under the auspices of their God-3.nd I rather 
think that this meeting was arranged to keep the multitude away 
from the Freethought lecture. However, there has been no re
treat so far as our columns are concerned. Although there are 
six churches, we don't propose to give them, altogether, the inside 
track. The future is the battle-field, and our ammunition will 
last just as long as that of the ecclesiastics The series of lectures 
closed on Monday night with a' fair audience-some increase on 
the audience of the night before-3.nd so a gain has been made. 
There are many Liberals in this place, but they are either indif
ferent or are afraid of the ban of the churches. The churches· 
are pretty strong, especially the Catholic, which is, of course, 
something of a political factor. It is in towns like Ukiah that 
one realizes the tyranny that churches will exert when they have' 
the opportunity. It is just about large enough and small enough 
for everybody to know everybody's business, and so the clergy 
can exercise a close surveillance over the community, and if 
they feel disposed can hurl the anathemas of the church at those 
who are in open rebellion. In a larger place the churches can
not exercise the social and business influence they do here, and 
are much more harmless. Since Ukiah is bound to grow it will 
undoubtedly emerge from this provincial aspect, and with the in
flux of travel there will come larger ideas and ampler freedom. 

Friend Mewhinney. of Pomo, Potter's Valley, was with us for 
awhile, but could not remain to the end. The farmers are all 
busy now with the harvest, and this keeps quite a number away 
from the lectures. Mewhinney is thoroughly outspoken for Lib
eralism, and is a stalwart ally always. So there is" the Old 
Guard" in Ukiah-a few ct open and avowed Infidels" who are 
well known and honored in the community, and therefore the 
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Christians are compelled to show outward respect, and acknowl
edge the intellectual and' moral force of the Secular party. I 
have hope for the future. ,This is a beautiful spot. The sur
rounding hills are lovely. The valleys between are exuberant 
with fruits and grain. The Russian river 'winds along like a 
§parkling ribbon. The mineral springs are !lear. There are 
many attractions for the tourist as well as for those in search of 
home and comfort. Ukiah is on the road to prosperity, and the 
whistle of the engine is always the note of reform. 

On Sunday I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Mc
Glashan. Mrs. McGlashan is of the broad, liberal Christian 
school, extracting all the virtue of the venerable religion and 
leaving out its sectarian dogmas. It was delightful to beh,old our' 
friend's fireside glow with hope and joy, where the silver light of 
morn is in the golden eve. 

Among the Liberal citizens of Ukiah, who are well known in 
the community, are B. B. Fox, one of the town trustees, whose 
indefatigable labors have helped much to beautify the city; Mr. 
Forse, the stage agent, who for twenty years has given satisfaction 
to the traveling public by his gentlemanly way of doing business, 
always in favor of "equal rights and impartial liberty" to man, 
woman, and child; D. Crocket, of the Davy Crocket stock, for 
thirty years a resident of this county-" Be sure you are right and 
then go ahead" always makes a stalwart Freethinker; W. M. 
Hillman, the miller, who never takes too much toll-no theology 
in his grindstones; J. Donahue, formerly sheriff and now real
estate agent; W. M. Proudfoot, also a live business man; Thos. 
Caruthers, Judges Sewell and Manon, members of the bar, 
known throughout the state; Senator Yell, the handsomest man 
in the Senate and a brilliant politician; E. Gulsdorf, banker; J. N. 
Stanley, sheriff-the ablest detective of the state, and one of the 
most popular men in his party. I don't wonder he did not have 
sufficient confidence in the Christian believers to Jet the court
house be used for my lectures, for in the case of Hamilton the 
sheriff was obliged to foot the bills for damages, while Ham
ilton, who flung the lamp, so far as I can find out, never 
paid a cent and went" scot-free." It is to be hoped that the 
locomotive, the agent of civilization, will thunder a few ideas of 
justice into the barbaric, theologic horde of this place. One man, 
a clergyman, on the jury that acquitted Hamilton, said he was 
"glad of a chance to strike a blow for the Lord." Hamilton 
has also struck a blow for the Lord by "blowing in" about twelve 
hundred dollars of public money, and skipping with" angel 
wings." I don't blame the sheriff for his refusal. It is the sys
tem and conditions that are at fault. It is that the Christians, 
some of them, are still swayed by the broody dogmas of the Bible .• 
However, they are improving. Nature and civilization are 
knocking out inhumanity and the monarch of the skies. The 
reign of the republic is coming. SA1\lUEL P. PUTNAll. 

DELINQUENTS. 

We have to remove from our list the names of many sub
scribers who fail to either renew or to order their paper stopped. 
This is done with regret, because we wish 10 retain all who are 
interested enough in FREETHOUGH1' to read it. Our list is steadily 
lengthening, as increased bills for paper, printing, and postage 
show. :Many copies are needed to fill applications for samples, 
and we are obliged to cut off the delinquents in order to supply 
this demand. We cannot afford to send the paper free, but it is 
difficult to understand how any sincere Liberal can take a paper 
a.nd not pay for it. Reader, if you have received notice that 

your subscription has expired, please renew-or let us hear from 
you. If you cannot renew, drop us a card to that effect, that we 
may forget and forgive, and part friends. 

" SABBATH" OBSERVANCE. 

The following comes to us from New York: 

"In line with the policy inaugurated by the New York Central & Hud
son River Railroad, and followed by the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern, Michigan Central, Bee Line, and other roads operating in cOn. 
nection with the Vanderbilt system, to discontinue, as far as practicable, 
all labor on their railways on the Sabbath, an agreement has just been 
reached to close all the city ticket offices in Buffalo on Sunday, beginning 
with June 9. This will give a large number of men an opportunity to 
attend church and secure a well-earned rest, and the railways interested 
are entitled to great credit for this movement. The example should be 
followed in every city in the United States. 

" Owing to the arrival of delayed trains it may b~ found impossible to 
close the depot ticket offices, but there is no reason why the city ticket 
offices of all the railways in the country should not be closed on Sunday. 

"Chicago and Buffalo have adopted the ~ Sunday closing' rule. What 
city will be next to have its name placed on the new roll of honor?" 

This is accompanied by the appended note: 
"To the Eaitors of Fruthougkt .. 

"The above item would doubtless be of interest to maRY of your 
readers, and is sent you in the hope that you may find room for it in your 
columns, and thus aid the movement to discontinue, as far as it is prac
ticable to do so, labor in connection with railways on the Sabbath day. 

"Very respectfully yours, GEORGE H. DANIELS, 

"General Passenger Agent, N. Y.C. & H. R. R. R. 
" New York city, June 6, 1889." 
1\1r. Daniels 'is right in thinking that the above matter will be 

of interest to our readers. Like ourselves they are intere:;ted in 
noting the variolls manifest~tions of hypocrisy in connection 
with the Sunday-closing movement. This shutting up of a few 
city ticket offices is a very insignificant beginning compared with 
what must be done if all labor connected with railways is to be 
discontinued on Sunday. It amounts to nothing, in fact, so far 
as reducing the total amount of work is concerned, for 1\1r. 
Daniels takes care to inform us 'that the depot offices will be 
kept open. Thus people desiring to purchase tickets on Sunday 
will be submitted to the inconvenience of going to the depot 
for them, so that while the ticket seller from the city office is at
tending church or resting, the clerk at the depot is doing double 
duty. The work done, therefore, is not lessened; it remains the 
same plus the inconvenience to passengers just noted. Exactly 
how the "railways interested are entitled to great credit for this 
movement" it is hard to see, since the professed reduction of 
Sunday labor is not effected. 

But there is another side to this Sunday-closing business. The 
railways of the country are for the convenience of the traveling 
public, and because they are conveniences the roads receive val
uable franchises, large concessions of land, and' often subsidies. 
They ought, then, to be run for the benefit of the' people, and 
not suspended out of regard for Sunday, or for the purpose of in
creasing church attendance. The public has a right to insist that 
trains shall be run in such a manner as to best accommodate 
those who support them. 

The cessation of Sunday labor would doubtless be profitable 
to the railroad employers. They would save the wages of their 
men on Sunday and could crowd two days' work into the follow
ing l\1onday; but how' about passengers forced to lie over at way
stations? How about perishable freight? Would people be will
ing. to wait over Sunday for their mails? 

The plea of the Sunday closers is that laborers need one day 
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of rest in seven, and opponents of the measure are accused of 
being enemies of Labor. It may be quite true that one day' of 
rest in seven is desirable, but that does not make it necessary for 
all to rest on the same day; and as long as there is in the country 
a great army of the unemployed it will always be easy to find 
men to relieve those who have religious scruples against Sunday 
labor. 

Before leaving the subject we would like to inform Mr. 
Daniels that Sunday and Sabbath are not interchangeable terms. 
Sunday is the first day of the week, and the Sabbath is the last. 
Men engaged in conducting railroads should devote themselves 
to increasing the efficiency of their service and ministering to the 
comfort of their passengers. If they do this faithfully their re
ward will be great, even though they run their trains on Sunday 
and the Sabbath too. 

RELIGIOUS IMPOSTORS. 

The Chronicle says: , 
"The extent of public credulity cannot be measured, if we are to 

judge of it by the success of the Rev. George Schweinfurth, of Rockford, 
Ill. This vulgar mountebank, who claims to be Christ, not only has 
obtained from his dupes a fine house and other property, but he main
tains in his mansion nearly fifty women, thirteen of whom he calls angels. 
'When he journeys from one place to another, visiting the members of his 
church, he wears a crown and carries a portion of his harem in a large 
coach. His rank imposture and his mercenary character have been laid 
bare, but these exposures do not appear to damage him. A~ the number 
of his dupes increases his own pretensions grow, and his latest announce
ment is that he is 'the Almighty himself.' A good dose of tar and 
feathers and a lively ride on a sharp rail would probably be the best 
way to test his divinity. If it didn't humble his spiritual pride it would 
probably free Rockford from his presence." 

We have not the slightest sympathy with this Schweinfurth, 
and regard him as a religious impostor, but it is hardly worth 
while to make war on him so long as religious impostors with a 
miJIion times more influence, and therefore a million times 
more dangerous, are gulling the public with their supernatural 
claims. Let us take only one of them-the pope of Rome-and 
see whether in comparison with him this pigmy Schweinfurth is, 
after all, entitled to rank as a religious impostor. 

It is charged that Schweinfurth has a fine house and other 
property. Has he as fine a house as the Vatican palace? Has 
he as much" other property" as the pope, who is the richest 
man in Europe? Not a millionth part. 

Next, "he [Schweinfurth] has fifty women." \Vhat is that be
side the nunneries of Catholicism. What is it to even a single 
convent in San Francisco to which the priests of the city carry 
keys, and. which they enter at will? Does Schweinfurth's offense 
consist in calling his concubines "angels" instead of "sisters?" 

All are familiar with the mercenary character of the pope. 
His income is milllons, and he continually asks for more. As 
in the case of Schweinfurth, "these exposures do not appear to 
pamage him." 

It is said that the Rockford impostor's" pretensions grow." 
How' about the pope's? Did not his pretensions" grow" when 
he declared himself the vicar of God, when he claimed temporal 
power over the earth, and when finally he put on the robes of in
fallibility touching matters of salvation? If Schweinfurth's claims 
are as pretentious as these, he is indeed an impostor. 

The Chronicle ought to have learned from history that its pro- ' 
posed method of testing divinity-namely, "tar and feathers and 
.a lively ride on a sharp rail"-is no test at all. A mob tried a.. 
jmilar test eighteen hundred and fifty years ago on a man whose 

claims were similar to Schweinfurth's. They crucified him. His 
failure to save himself was regarded ase~idence of imposture, 
and he was forced to cry aloud, "MY' God, my God! why hast 
thou forsaken me?" 

If "the extent of public credulity cannot be measured," judg
ing by the success of Schweinfurth, how can it be estimated 
judging by the success of the pope? Compared with the extent 
of Chrif,tian superstition the Rockford delusion is a mere shadow 
in the presence of Egyptian darkness. 

SHALL IT BE DONE? 

To tk~ Editors of Fruthougkt: 
Shall the,opportunity to put a state into the Union of States, constitu

tionally and forever protected from the deadliest and most subtile foe to 
all that is dearest and most sacred to all men who love righteousness and 
purity, be allowed to pass, and not return again for years to come? 

In the galaxy of states, South Dakota. may be made the Polar Star of 
constitutional prohibition. 

To all the states, and to all the tribes and all the clans of temperance, 
we make our appeal. We make it in the language of Deborah, to the 
tribes and clans of Israel, and we say: "Up! This! this and no other 
is the day." 

The Philistines of rum will soon fill all the plain. It is the plan and 
purpose of these hordes of rum, who would keep us in bondage to their 
trade, to concentrate their forces upon us; to pour in their treasure, to 
overwhelm us by the magnitude of their efforts. Not a state in the 
Union, not a den of infamy, not a place of VIleness will refuse to re
spond. 

Shall not every state, and every church, and every society in like 
manner, in support of the cause, in contrast, so infinitely noble, so 
measurelessly grand and higher, come to the help of South Dakota? 

But why especially to the help of Soutn Dakota? The reason is ob
vious. Here, of all places, the promise of success for the friends of 
temperance, and the friends of God and man is brightest. 

Therefore, lhe rum power will do its best. Therefore, we must do 
our hest. 

South Dakota will do its best, or, perhaps not its best, for no state has 
ever yet done this. 

But.when all is considered, South Dakota will do better than ever 
yet any state did. She will stretch every nerve, bend every energy, and 
according to her ability pour out her money. Already the money is 
coming from counties and cities, towns and hamlets, churches and so
cieties. 

We request that pastors of all churches take collections for our aid on 
Sunday, June 30. . 

All individuals who feel inclined to assist in carrying on this great 
work in securing the admission into the Union of the first state ~oming in 
as a prohibition state, will forward any amount to be devoted to this 
purpose, to Hon. F. H. Hagerty, treasurer of the Non-Partisan Consti
tutional Prohibition Organization, Aberdeen, Dakota. 

V. V. BARNES, Yankton, President. 

'V. F. T. BUSHNELL, Huron, Secretary. 


W e ha~e no objection to giving the foregoing appeal publicity 
through our columns, though we are not in favor of constitu
tional prohibition. It can scarcely be a legitimate function of 
the state to prescribe what people may use as a beverage, or 
what they may not, and certainly it is not our business to in
terfere with the citizens of South Dakota in that regard. To ex
press the hope that no ~nnecessary liquor may be used in the 
new state is a most virtuous sentiment; but to say that none shall 
be sold, and that those who do sell it shall be subject to fine or 
imprisonment, is another thing. The people of South Dakota 
should make their constitution as short and simple as the neces
sities will permit. It should be a political instrument, not a 
moral treatise. It should recognize no religion, exempt no 
private property from just taxation, provide no special laws for 
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Sunday, and place no restrictions upon personal freedom. The OJ{ the walls of Andrew Carnegie's library is the inscription: 

people are responsible to themselves for the abuse of liberty; the "He that cannot think is a fool, 

constitution makers will have done their duty when they have so He that will not is a bigot, 


He that dare not is a slave."framed their bill of rights as to guarantee that liberty. . 
No doubt the members of the Non-Partisan Constitutional There are some persons who are accurately described by either 

Prohibition Organization are inspired by an honest desire to do of these three lines. They make the best of Christians, particu
good, but they make the mistake of thinking that constitutions larly Roman Catholics. 

· are for the invasion of natural rights instead of for their protec
THERE is a contention between the Twentieth Century, Hughtion. 

O. Pentecost's paper, and Henry George's Standard. The 
LAST year Mr. Ranford Worthing, of San Diego, offered a cor Standard repudiates Socialism, while the Twentieth Century 

ner lot _ worth $300 to the person who would get the most sub- maintains that Georgism is essentially socialistic. Mr. Pentecost 
· scribers to FREETHOUGHT before May I, 1889.' Rather strangely, apparently has the best of the argument. 
the entries for the contest were few, and while it stimulated 
some to activity, nobody seriously endeavored to win the prize. A SXOHOMISH subscriber writes us that he takes the Truth 

The workers were unselfish enough to do what they could with Seeker as his Old Testament and FREETHOUGHT as the New. He 

out hope of reward. Mr. Worthing has therefore changed his doubtless takes some other journal as an Apocrypha. There are 

benefaction to a direct gift to FREETHOUHT. He writes: a number that would fill the bill. 

"DEAR FRIE:NDS: Inclosed please find $20, my yearly payment on the 
DR. STOCKHAM'S work on "Temperance and Prohibition" is for 

paper. Sorry I could not send it sooner. With kind regards, 
sale at this office. Cloth, 50 cents; paper covers, 25 cents. All"Yours, RANFORD WORTHING." 
temperance people, and especially all Prohibitionists, ought to There is a world of encouragement in a brief" letter like this, 
read it. and we feel deeper thanks than we are able to express. 

THE little Pundita Ramabai, says the Alta, has gone home to 
J. D. SHAW says, in the Independent Pulpit: "We congratulate Hindoodom with the $100,000 she received in this country, and 

the great West in having such a paper as FREETHOUGHT, and we has started a school that has three pupils. 
congratulate the managers in being patronized by such a liberal 
and public-spirited constituency. It is rarely the case that a THE San Francisco Turn Verein's literary entertainment for 
strictly reform journal can be 'established without the voluntary the benefit of the fire and flood sufferers last Sunday night netted 
aid of sympathizing friends. The plan set on foot by the friends nearly $400 for the good cause. 
of FREETHOUGHT comprehends an annual subsidy of $2,000 for 

ALL the Liberals of the West and East will send greeting tothe next five years. Christians often sneer at us with the remark 
the Oregon Secularists in convention assembled at Silverton June - that' Infidels will not back their judgment with their money,' 
22 and 23.but we are gradually coming to believe that they are as much 

mistaken about that as they are about who wrote the Bible." " JOHN WARD, PREACHER," has been issued in paper covers and 
can now be furnished for 50 cents. 

. THE Rev. Dr. Hannon, of San Francisco, declares that the re-· 

cent disasters at Johnstown and Seattle" are terrible and startling W. S. BELL left San Francisco for Coos county, Or., last 

messages from God," warning men to be prepared for death and Wednesday. 

the glories of heaven. If God is as careless of our welfare in 
 BOOK NOTES.'-.heaven as on earth, the gain will not be great. Stronger dams 
and more efficient fire engines now are worth many years of pious Charles Watts, editorof the Toronto, Ont., Secular Thought. 
preparation against fire and damns of another sort hereafter. issues a second edition, revised and enlarged, of his "Gloty of 

Unbelief." Price I 0 cents. 
THE Liberals of North Yamhill, Or., will celebrate the Fourth "Greeley" is a monthly journal of Natural Science published 

of July with a meeting, and have secured Mr. B. F. Underwood by J os. M. Wade, Dorchester, Mass. It is largely given over to 
the effete science of astrology. as the orator of the day. Mr. Underwood will remain in North 

Yainhill two days after the Fourth and lecture Friday and Satur Henry Replogle has republished in leaflet form from Fair Play 
a touching little story by Bessie Emerson, late companion of J.day evenings. The Freethinkers of the vicinity are specially 
William Lloyd. It is called" Vacation: One of Life's Shadows." anxious that church· members should be present. 

*' J. M. Wheeler, of London, is publishing a "Biographical 
A NOTE from Coquille City, Or., informs us that Prof. D. C. Dictionary of Freethinkers of all Ages and Nations." It is issued 

Seymour is at that place, doing well and feeling well. He will in parts. six of which are out, though but one, the first, has 
reached this office. 

resume "On the Trail," at no distant day. Oregonians are 
apprised that his address for the summer is 100 South First street, The novel by M. C. O'Byrne which has been published as a 

serial in Secular Thought is brought out in book form by Ellis, 
· Portland, and that he will answer calls to lecture without money Moore & Bangs, 39 Melinda street, Toronto, Ont. In paper it 

and without price anywhere a hall can be provi,ded. sells for 50 cents; in cloth, $1. 

NO.7 of the Modern Science Essayist, published by Brother 
MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, who stands with the first and best James West, of the New Ideal, contains" The Descent of Man" 

woman lecturers on Freethought, starts west from Pittsburg, Pa., by E. D. Cope, Ph.D.; and No.8" The Evolution of Mind" by 
July 10. She desires lecture engagements at Denver, Colorado Robert G. Eccles, M.D. These are really excellent publica
City, and Salt Lake if practicable. Those desiring her services tions, and the price, 10 cents, makes them accessible to all. 

will aJdre3S her at 438 So. 24th avenue, Omaha, Neb. A new monthly paper has been started at Minneapolis and St. 
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Paul, and christened H Reason." It has sixteen quarto pages and 
devotes itself to "literature, religion, and philosophy." It ap
pears to be Unitarian so far as it is denominational, and fights 
religious legislation with all the strength of its powerful editorial 
corps. One dollar per year. 

The National Constitutional Liberty Leagne of Boston has 
collected the "Recent Editorial Utterances of the American 
Press" on the subject of the medical monopoly established by 
the "regular" physicians, and published them in pamphlet form. 
Send ten cents far the same to J. Winfield Scott, Hotel Glendon, 
Boston,. Mass. 

Dr. M. R. Leverson has addressed an open letter on" Con
stitution-l\faking" to the members of the Constitutional Conven
tions of North and South Dakota, Washington, and Montana. 
Dr. Leverson is the well-known advocate of Proportional Repre
sentation and the Referrendum. The pamphlet may be had for 
15 cents by addressing the author at 23 West 73d st., N ew York. 

The Teacher's Outlook is the title of a fat magazine which 
emanates from DesMoines, Iowa, the Rev. W. G. Todd editor. 
It wiII deal with civil, political, industrial, and scientific' ques
tions, and the first number indicates that these will be viewed in 
the light of an intelligent and Liberal mind. The business man
agement of the Outlook is unique-teachers by purchasing a 
certain amount of stock are entitled to have an article published 
once a year. 

The vetenm G. J. Holyoake has begun the publication of an 
"occasional magazine" which he calls" The Universal Republic." 
As its title indicates, the object of the publication is to put the 
welfare of the whole under the control of everyone, or the 
"federation' of the world" into a single republic. Only the first 
number of this magazine has reached us. It is published at 6 
Salisbury Court, Fleet street, London, Eng., at the price of two
pence per number. 

Robert Park, M.D., h~s added a new word to the nomenclature 
of religious beliefs. The word is "Eufidelity," and Dr. Park 
says that it means the" positive aspect or status of the intellect in 
view of the Agnostic philosophy." That is to say, it is the" as
similation of Agnosticism and the harmony thereof with the facts 
of man's emotional and devotional nature." Eufidelity is a re
ligion, and as a first contribution to it Dr. Park has written a 
pamphlet on "Faith as an Intellectual Function," which is p.ub
lished by Watts & Co., London. 

A deep-down philosophical work is Dr. Paul Carus's·" Funda
mental Problems," issued in a very handsome book by the 
Open Court Publishing company of Chicago. Dr. Carus opposes 
Agnosticism, and would substitute Positive Science. In the place 
of mysticism he claims to put clear thought; and throws over
board both materialism and supernaturalism for a "unitary con
ception of the world." No dogma, but religion; no creed, but 
faith-such is the outline of the work attempted by our author. 
How well he succeeds each must judge from a perusal of " Fun
damental Problems," the price of which is .$!. 

A large and handsome volume is the "Life of Albert R. 
Parsons," by Lucy E. Parsons, his wife. Parsons was one of the 
Chicago Anarchists who were put to death in November,. 1887. 
It is mainly a compilation of matter printed at the time the case
was before the public, omitting any details that would serve to 
connect the incidents into a history of the offense, the trial, and 
the execution. Nevertheless it is a valuable work, and shows how, 
even under a Constitution guaranteeing liberty of speech, men 
may be hanged for unpopular utterances. It is worthy of note 
that Parsons and his fellow-victims now stand perhaps higher in 
the estimation of the public than the men who were most in
strumental in effecting their execution. 

"Saladin," editor of the London Agnostic Journal, throws the 
light of his subtle intellect upon the question, "Did Jesus Christ 
Rise from the Dead?" in a substantial pamphlet of 64 pages 
with that title. He takes for a text the statement in I Cor. xv, 14, 
"If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain," and proceeds to show up the possibilities of 

the resurrection st~ry as told in the gospels. It is anomalou5t 
that in the nineteenth century it should be necessary to demon
strate by argument that a dead man could not by any possibility 
come-to life again, but the resun;ection is one of the dogmas of 
the Christian church, and there are said to be some who believe it. 
There are two propositions concerning Christ's resurrection, one 
of which must be accepted after reading Saladin's work; namely, 
If he was dead, he did not rise; or, If he rose, he was not dead. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Preplfations for an extensive celebration of the Fqurth of July 
in Sln Francisco are being made, the city bearing all the ex
pense. Joaquin Miller is to be the, poet. Trouble is expected 
with the musicians, who demand $8 per dav, while the celebra
tion committee are resolved to pay but $6.--Ninety-seven 
deaths were reported in this city last week against I 13 for the 
corresponding week of 1888. The falling off is attributed to the 
improved sanitary conditions.--Reports from the vineyard dis
tricts promise an unusually large crop of grapes.--San Fran
cisco continu{;s to send money to Seattle and Johnstown, and 
other cities of the coast are responding generously. It is a 
noticeable fact that many liberal donations are from Chinese 
citizens.--A railroad_smashup at Saulsbury Station, sixteen 
miles from Sacramento, June 1'5, killed a trainman named Wil
son and seve'rely injured many others.--Seattle people .:1n
nounce that business there is "bent but not busted," and have 
gone to work at rebuilding. The banks report that their vaults 
stood the test well, and business is being carried on in temporary 
quarters.--The Horticultural Association, of Pomona, after 
personal inspection, say that the apricot crop·there will be fifteen 
per cent larger than ever before.--The Academy of Sciences 
has petitioned the Superior Court to dismiss the cross-complaint 
of the School of Art in the application to construe the will of the 
late James Lick. The School of Mechanical Art claimed to have 
an equal interest with the California Pioneers in the $540,000 
alleged to be in the hands of the trustees. The Academy of 
Sciences claims that the Art School has no interest in it. 

Alexander Sullivan, the Irish agitator, is under bonds charged 
with complicity in the Cronin murder at Chicago. Opinion is 
divided as to his guilt.--Lightning knocked the steeple off a 
Catholic church in New York city last Saturday. Reports from 
the northern Atlantic states indicate extensive damage to property 
and life by the storm.--A handsome monument to Chester A. 
Arthur was unveiled in the cemetery at Albany, N. Y., on the 
15th.--At the Territorial convention of women held at 
Cheyenne, Wyo., a resolution was adopted requesting the coming 
constitutional convention to incorporate a woman's suffrage plank 
in the constitution.--President Harrison has given $300 to the 
flood sufferers.--The bursting of a dam flooded Belletown and 
Uniontown, Kan., last Sunday, destroying life and property.-
The Rev. John E. Cookman, a noted Methodist preacher, of 
New York, has left his church and joined the Episcopalians. The 
difference in the salary is not stated.--John Gilbert, the veteran 
actor, died June I.7.--Prohibition was defeated in Pennsylvania 
last Monday by 165,000 majority. 

It is reported from Ireland that the Cronin murder is a serious 
injury to the Irish cause.--The recent labor conference at 
Paris was largely dominated by Henry George's single-tax to the 
exdusion of Socialism.--The Samoan Commission has com
pleted its work at Beriin, and Commissioner Phelps is on his way 
home.--Lord A. P. Cecil, the evangelist. was drowned in the 
bay of Quinte, near Adolphustown, Ont., June 13.--A Metho
dist Sunday-school excursion train was wrecked near Armagh, 
Ireland, June 12, and nearly one hundred people were killed. 

J. J. MoCabe's Centenary Address. 

Mr. J. J. McCabe delivered a centennial address at Albany, 
N. Y., which was printed in the Boston Investigator of May 22. 
The address evoked the following letter: 

D~ar Afr. AfcCab~: Your address is excellent both in matter and in 
spirit. You have the true American idea, which, I trust, is destined to 
become the universal. idea. Your s)Jeech was capital. 

Newburyport, Mass., May 24, 1889. JAMES PARTON•. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The ghastly work done by the Freethought-society killer at the 
meeting of June 9 made itself felt on the attendance at the last 
meeting, June 16; I refer to the tedious address of the man 
with a raucous voice, who, on the first date mentioned, rambled 
on about god-knows-what for a period of twenty minlJtes. 
Nevertheless last Sunday night's gathering was attended by a fair 
audience, numbering seventy-five or upwards. President Chil
strom occupied the chair, and· a fair sprinkling of ladies bright
ened the occasion with their pre5ence. 

At 8: 15, in default of Mr. Hatch, the orator ch03en for the 
occasion, Mr. Thomas Curtis was called upon. Mr. Curtis is aI-_ 
ways prepared to speak entertainingly on any subject relating to 
Freethought. He was making splendid headway when, after a 
few minutes, Mr. Hatch came and relieved him. 

Mr. Hatch's subject was" A Defense of the Agnostic P03ition," 
and he handled it so ably tr.at 1 have asked for his manuscript 
to reproduce in these columns, and no doubt it will be laid be
fore the readers of FREETHOUGHT next week. 

At the close of the address, which lacked nothing except 
length, the subject was opened to discussion. ~r. Cu.rtis re
sumed the floor to put a cornice and roof on hIS previous re
marks and to decorate the structure with a few flourishes. 
Th~ president invited further discussion, with a warning that 

speakers would be careful to confine themselves to the subject 
of AO'nosticism. As no one responded immediately, I took oc
casi;n to inquire if, in the opinion of the Chair. a collection for 
current expenses would come under that general head. The 
Chair ruled that it would, and the motion prevailed. 
- The great disintegrator, the man with the raucous voice, was 
on deck and made his usual speech while the audience dis
solved. i may here say that Professor Schultheis was not present; 
he was at the Turners' hall playing for the benefit of the Johns
town sufferers. This was commendable. Flood and fire are 
cruel visitors, but there are others sufferings quite as keen as 
those inflicted by the raging elements, a.nd among these I count 
the pain of listening to the speaker aforesaid. Professor 
Schultheis's skill as a pianist,if he had- been present, would have 
served to lift the audience from a depth of deep woe. 

Next Sunday night, June 23, President Chilstrom promises an 
address on "Our Destiny." As Mr. Chilstrom is a comparative 
stranO'er to many of the Liberals of the city, and quite reserved 
withal so far as the expression of his opinions is concerned, a 
great degree of interest attaches to this occasion. 

I am aware that the greater part of what I write in these 
observations is calculated to sooth instead of to lacerate the 
feelings of the general reader. My remarks last week concern
ing the statements of Mr. Geo. E. Blaine touching Topolobampo 
aff~i~s, I fear~ have had a contrary effect, and expressions of 
oplUlOn that reached me shortly after the paper was out almost 
induced me to publish a retraction. But the first day of this J 

week a man came in to tell me how much he appreciated the 
aforesaid statements. He said his name was Christie; that he 

ffi 
was himself what they call in Mexico a Topolobampo su erer, 
having lived in the colony as long as he could. Mr. Christie ex
pressed it as' his opinion that the future of Topolobampo was 
chimerical, and- that, like heaven, it must be accepted on faith, 
the said faith involving a firm belief in the delusion that Albert 
K. Owen was a little tin god on wheels. 

Mr. Christie had scarcely closed the office door on departing 
before it was opened again, and a man entered, wearing a light 
suit of summer clothes and a high and broad sombrero. He 
wore alF-o an attractive rosette of green and red ribbon pinned 
upon the lapel of his vest; his face was tanned by tropic suns, 
and he had the earnest look generally of the enthusiast who sees 

h rd' S F
bright prospects just ahead. I inquired if e lve m an ran
cisco. He said he did at present, but Topolobampo was his 
home, and he was just from the sunny land of Sinaloa. His 
name he gave as H. Patrick. Said he: "I want to get several 
copies of your last paper. There's an article in it that made me 
laugh, and I want the other coloni~ts to see it. The man that 
wrole it don't know anything." I acknowledged the cold and 

formal accuracy of the statement, and he further said that the 
vaunted railroad company amounted to nothing. They had C'ut 
a few bushes, and scraped away a handful of dirt, and there they 

_	had stopped. The proposed route was ridiculous. They might 
build the road from Guaymas toward Topolobampo, but the 
Credit Foncier company owned all the land bordering on Topo
lobampo bay, the only harbor in the vicinity, and the railroad 
company couldn't touch it without the colonists' consent. On 
the other hand Mr. Owen's road would be commenced in 
September and put through from Topolobampo to Fuerte in 
short order. 

Mr. Patrick then went away. He was in the best of spirits, 
joyous, jubilant, enthusiastic, and did not look in any way like 
a sufferer. If all that I hear is true, and I don't dare to doubt it, 
Mexico will shortly be furnished with railroad lines to all points, 
with twenty minutes at every station, allowing ample time for 
meals. 

Some men are born tired, and never work, 

Some men occasionally take a day off at their own expense, 

Some have had a holiday involuntarily thrust upon them. 

The latter is my case exactly, I sing of the latter. 


It is morning, sanctumed I sit at my desk, I open letters. 

I see stamps for a sample copy, and occasionally a dollar bill. 

But not often, or a postal note. 

The door opens, I grasp my Editor's Companion, a sash weight 


of twelve pounds avoirdupois, 
But it is not a book agent, a tract distributor 
Or the man who remembers when the water came up to Mont

gomery street. 

I let the sash weight hang by its string. pendulous, vibrant. 


My visitor is the Captain, he has plowed the sea, the large 
imperious waves; 

He offers me a ride in a buggy along the water front, to the 
Union Iron Works, the Potrero. 

I accept the ofTer, I enter the buggy, the tires of which are loose, 
the shafts rattle at the axle. 

The horse is foundered in the forelegs, spavined in the rear, 
fifteen years old and upward. 

We go along the water front, the ships above us projecting their 
bowspirts landward. 

It is wash day on board, the sailors' red flannel shirts hang in 
the fore rigging, 

The street is lined with gin mills to the westward, the doors open, 
To the east stretches the bay over toward Oakland-
Rum upon one side of us, and water upon the other, 
Shall we turn to the right and get drunk as a fiddler 
Or to the left and be drowned in the water? 
We go ahead straight as circumstances will permit, 

We reach at length the Union Iron works the Potrero. 

I h ffi . h Ch I h -' k I h 

n teo mg bes tear eston; wit a smokestac . arge as t e 

trees in Santa Cruz county. 
(She is a cruiser, while the trees are Santa Cruzers, as I remark 

to myself suppressing a shriek of laughter.)
Here is a steam dredger, diving, dredging for mud, . 

Not for the sake of the mud, but for the hole left when the mud 


is gone. 
Charleston, I salute you I you are for a play thing-

The big boys who run our government will have fun with you. 

For the people who pay for you it is not so funny. 

Here in the dry dock is the Victoria, having the mud scraped 


from her bottom. 
Ah, there, Victoria, I greet you. Wait for me, I will not hurt you. 
Here is the Rev. St. So-and-so, laid up for a new gilguy, 
(Rev. St. is the abbreviation shortwise, comprehensive, used by 

the papers for revenue steamer.) 
Over yonder is the San Francisco-steel scantling and clapboards 

of red iron, 
She will make another plaything for the boys who run our 

government. 
Here is the City of Puebla, we hitch our horse and go aboard 

of her. 
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The men are scraping the machinery, cleaning her engines for 
the next trip, 

Other men are covering her boilers and steam pipes 
With Magnesia Sectional Covering, made of asbestos and 

magnesia, 
It conserves the heat, renders the interior of the ship comfortable, 
Establishes a temperate climate in the midst of equatorial latitudes. 
It is light, dry, artistic, and totally impervious to fire. 
When I die I shall order a suit made of magnesia sectional 

covering. 
It will rob death of its sting and the grave of its victory. 
I look at the ship all I want to. I discover that she is hollow". 
Then the captain takes me back to the office, 
Before going up-stairs he treats me to a glass of lager bier. 
I am not writing this poem for a dollar and a half, nor to fill up 

space, 
I have just been reading Walt Whitman, and this is the result. 
'J.'his is the result of a ride to the Potrero, and a perusal of" Leaves 

of Grass." 
Some day I shall have a monument on account of this poem. 
Some day the litterateurs will hold a dinner in Camden, New 

Jersey, in honor of my birth. 
So I am not writing for the present, but for the future, not for a 

dollar, but for glory. 
Some people have no poetry in them, but I am full of it. 
I do not believe the ocean is chiefly beautiful on account of the 

clams you can dig on the seashore. 
I look uport the statue of liberty as an emblem. 
It symbols freedom lighting the world by the electric system 
It is not intended, as some suppose, to represent a young wo~an 

just retiring, in the act of turning off the gas. ' 
I started ?ut for a holiday in San Francisco, and bring up, meta

phOrIcally, in New York harbor. 
Many other have gone that way, literally, crossing the isthmus 

working their passage. . M. ' 

THE FEMALE SUPERIOR. 

There are some truths that need a continual reiteration for 
years and years before the general public will see and accept 
them. 

The idea that the female is the superior organization-the 
last, best, and most complete of all life's children-is one of these 
facts that the world has not yet granted a place in its list of ac
cepted propositions. Nevertheless, it will one day be found there, 
and it. is the duty of all who see things as they actually are to 
help the world to so recognize them. 

Nature's forces always work for the creation of the female; 
motherhood is the great end to be gained; all births would be 
of females were the conditions of the best possible, and virgin 
generation would rule. . 

The male is merely a case of arrested development. Amo~ 
bees and ants the main body of the workers are all undeveloped 
females. Girl-babies have more vitality than boy-babies. Wo
men outlive men.as a rule. More males are usually born be
cause it is so rare that all the forces work in harmony for the 
highest results, but in the struggle for life women come out vic:. 
torious. In the 50,000,000 of people in this county, there are 
about 882,000 more males than females, because more males 
are born. But of the centenarians there are 1,409 men and 
2,607 women. The males begin ahead in numbers and continue 
so till they are in the 16th year, then the girls are more numer
ous, and continue to gain in supremacy of numbers till death 
levels all. 

This superiority of woman is no degradation to man. He is 
all he is, no matter how superior woman may be. Woman is 
all she is, even were there a race of angels still superior to her. 
The whole study of plant-11fe proves the superiority of the 
female, and proves that inferior conditions produce more males
more arrested developments in proportion to complete specimens. 
The Scientific American says: "In some investigations made 
with a view to determining the conditions under which male or 
female }ndividualsare produced in the case of dicecious plants~ 
Dr. Hoffman has found that in most, if not all the cases he ex

amined, dense sowing increases the proportiori of the male 
plants produced; and this results from an insufficient supply of 
nutriment. As a general law the production of male plants is 
promoted by the want of an adequate supply of food when in an 
embryonal condition." 

Is it a wonder that, long crushed beneath a dominant male 
power, woman now begins to see her worth and her rights, and 
to demand them? To ask for at least political and financial 
equality; to stand free and erect and independent? 
"Oh, the joy of manly selfhood ! . 

To be servile to none, to defer to none, not to any tyrant known or 
unknown; 

To walk with erect carriage, a step springy and elastic; 
To look with calm gaze or with flashing eye; 
To speak with a full and sonorous voice out of a broad chest; 
To confront with your personality all the other personalitit!s of the 

earth." 
ELlllNA. 

MR. DENNER. 

From" John Ward, Preacher." 

Mr. Denner had failed very perceptibly since the day before. 
He looked strangely little in the great bed, and his brown eyes 
had grown large and bright. But he greeted the rector with 
courteous cordiality, under which his faint voice. faltered, and 
almost broke. 

" How are you to-day, Denner?" his friend said, sitting down 
on the edge of the bed, and taking the sick man's hand in his 
big warm grasp. 

"Thank you," replied Mr. Denner, with labored breath, " I am 
doing nicely." 

" Has Giff been here this morning?" asked Dr. Howe. 
"Yes," the lawyer answered. "He has gone home for an 

hour. Mary takes excellent care of me, and I felt I was .really 
keeping him too much from his aunts. For his stay is limited, 
you know, and I am afraid I have been selfish. in keeping him 
so much with me." 

"No, no," the' rector said, "it is a pleasure for him to be with 
you; it is a pleasure for any of us. Poor little Lois is dreadfully 
distressed about you,-:-she longs to come and nurse you herself; 
and Helen,-Helen came last night, you know,-she wants to 
be of som e use too." 

. "Oh, well, now, dear me," remonstrated Mr. Denner feebly, 
"Miss Lois must not have a moment's uneasiness about me,
not a moment's. Pray tell her I am doing nicely; and it is 
really of no consequence in the world,-not the slightest." 

" Yes," Mr. Denner ended, folding his little hands on the 
counterpane, "it is worth while to have had this indisposition 
(except for the trouble it has given others) just to see how good 
everyone is. Gifford has been exceedingly kind and thoughtful. 
His gentleness-for I have been very troublesome, doctor-has 
been wonderful. Like a woman's; at least so I should imagine." 

The rector had clasped his hands upon his stick, and was look
ing intently at Mr. Deener, his lower lip thrust out and his eye
brows gathered in an absent frown. 

"\Villiam," he said suddenly, "you've seen the doctor this 
morning?" 

"Yes," Mr. Denner answered, "oh, yes. He is very kind 
about getting here early; the nights seem quite long, and it is a 
relief to see him early." 

"I have not seen him to-day," said Dr. Howe slowly, "but 
yesterday he made me feel very anxious about you. Yes, we 
were all quite anxious, William." 

The lawyer gave a little start, and looked sharply at his old 
friend; then he said, hesitating slightly, "That-ah-that was 
yesterday, did I understand'you to say?" 

Dr. Howe leaned fonvard and took one of Mr. Denner's 
trem bling little hands in his, which was strong and firm. " Yes," 
he said gently, "but, William, my dear old friend, I am anxious 
still. I cannot help-I cannot help fearing that~that"-

"Stay," interrupted Mr. Denner, with a visible effort at com
posure, "1-1 quite understand. Pray spare yourself the pain 
of speaking of it, Archibald. You are very kind, but-I quite 
understand." " 
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He put his hand before his eyes a moment, and then blindly 
.stretched it out to his friend. The rector took it, and held it 
hard in his own. The two men were silent. Mr. Denner was 
the first to speak. 

"It is very good in you to come and tell me, Archibald. I 
fear it has discomposed you; it was very painful for you. Pray 
do not allow yourself to feel the slightest annoyance; it is of no 
consequence, I-ah-assure you. But since we are on the sub
ject, perhaps you will kindly mention-how-how soon ?" 

"I hope, I trust," answered the rector huskily, "it may not be 
for several days." 

" But probably," said Mr. Denner calmly, " probably-sooner?" 
Dr. Howe bowed his head. 
" Ah-just so-just so. I-I thank you, Archibald." 
Suddenly the rector drew a long breath and straightened him

self, as though he had forgotten something. " It must come to 
us all, sooner or later," he said gently, "and if we have lived 
well we need not dread it. Surely you need not, of all the men 
I have ever known." 

"I have always endeavored," said Mr. Denner, in a voice which 
still trem bled a little, "to remember that I was a gentleman." 

Dr. Howe opened his lips and shut them again before he spoke. 
"1-1 meant that the trust'in God, William, of a Christian man, 
which is yours, must be your certain support now." 

The lawyer looked up with a faint surprise dawning in his eyes. 
"Ah-you are very good to say so, I'm sure," he replied 
courteously. 

Dr. Howe moved his hands nervously, clasping and re-clasping 
them upon the head of his stick. "Yes, William," he said, after 
a moment's silence, "that trust in God which leads us safely 
through all the dark places in life will not fail us at the end. The 
rod and the staff still comfort us." 

. "Ah-yes," responded Mr. Denner. 
The rector gained confidence as he spoke. "And you must 

have that blessed assurance of the Jove of God, William," he 
continued; "your life has be<>n so pure and good. You must see 
in this visitation not chastisement, but mercy." 

Dr. Howe's hand moved slowly back to the big pocket in one 
of his black coat-tails, and brought out a small, shabby prayer-
book. . 

"You will let me read the prayers for the sick," he continued 
gently, and without waiting for a reply began to say with more 
feeling than Dr. Howe often put into the reading of the service,

" 'Dearly beloved, know this, that Almighty God is the Lord 
of life and death, and of all things to them pertaining; as' "

"Archibald," said Mr. Denner faintly, "you will excuse. me, 
but this is not-not necessary, as it were." 

Dr. Howe looked at him blankly, the prayer-book closing in 
his hand. 

" I mean," Mr. Denner added, "if you will allow me to say 
so, the time for speaking thus has passed. It is now, with me, 

- Archibald." 
There was a wistful look in his eyes as he spoke. 

. "I know," answered Dr. Howe tenderly, thinking that the 
Visitation of the Sick must wait, "but God enters into now; the 
Eternal is our refuge, a very present help in time of trouble.'~ 

" Ah--yes"-said the sick man; "but I should like to approach 
this. from our usual-point of view, if you will be so good. I 
have every respect for your office, but would it not be easier for 
us to speak of-of this as we have been in the habit of speaking 
on all subjects, quite-in our ordinary way, as it were? You 
will pardon me, Archiblld, if I say anything else seems-ah
unreal ?" 

Dr. Howe rose and walked to the window. He stood there 
a few minutes, but the golden June day was dim, and there was 
a tightning in his throat that kept him silent. When he came 
back to the bedside, he stood looking down at the sick man with
out speaking. 1\1r. Denner was embarrassed. 

"1 did not mean to pain you," he ~id. 
."William," the rector answered, "have I made religion so 

worthless? Have I held it so weakly that you feel that it cannot. 
hel p you now?" 

"Oh, not at all," responded Mr. Denner, "not at all. I have 
the greatest respect for it,-1 fear I expressed myself awkwardly, 

-the greatest respect; 1 fully appreciate its value, I might say its 
necessity, in the community. But-but if you please, Archibald, 
since . you have kindly come to tell me of this-change, I 
should like to speak of' it in our ordinary way; to approach the 
subject as men of the world. It is in this manner, if you will be 
so good, I should like to ask you a question. I think we quite 
understand each other; it is unnecessary to be anything but-
natural.' . 

rhe clergyman took his place on the side of the bed, but he 
leaned his head on his hand, and his eves were hidden. " Ask 
me anything you will. Yet, though i may not have lived it, 
William, I cannot· answer you as anything but a Christian man 
now." 

" Just so," said Mr. Denner, politely-ah-certainly; but, be
tween ourselves, doctor, putting aside this amiable and pleasing 
view of the church, you understand,-speaking just as we are itt 
~he habit of doing,-what do you suppose-what do you think
IS beyond?" 

His voice had sunk to a whisper, and his eager eyes searched 
Dr. Howe's face. . 

" How can we tell?" answered the rector. "That it is infinitely 
good we can trust; 'Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard' "--He 
stopped, for Mr. Denner shook his head with a fine sort of im
patience. 

" If you please, doctor 1" 
The rector was silent. 
"I have wondered about it often," the other continued. " 1 

have expected--:this, for some days, and 1 have wondered. Think 
how strange: in a few days-almost a few hours, I shall know 
all. or-nothing! Yes, the mystery of all the ages will be mine !" 
There was a thrill of triumph in his feeble voice. "Think of 
that doctor. I shall know more than the wisest man that lives,
I! I was never a very clever person, never very wise; and yet, 
here is a knowledge which shall not be too wonderful for me, 
and to which I can attain." 

He held up his little thin hand, peering at the light between 
the transparent fingers. "To think," he said slowly, with a puz
zled smile, "to think that this is going to be still! It has never 
been any power in the world; I don't know that it has ever done 
any harm, yet it has certainly never done any good; but soon it 
will be stm. How strange, how strange! And where shall I be? 
Knowing-or perhaps fallen on an eternal sleep. How does it 
seem to you, doctor? That was what I wanted to a~k you; do 
you feel sure of anything-afterwards?" . 

The rector could not escape the penetrating gaze of those 
strangely bright brown eyes. He looked into them, and then 
wavered and turned away. 

" Do you ?" said the lawyer. 
The other put his hand up to his face a moment. 
"Ah!" he ans\vered sharply, " I don't know--I can't tell. I 

-1 don't know, Denner!" 
" No," replied Mr. Denner, with tranquil satisfaction, "I ~up

posed not,-1 supposed not. But when a man gets where 1 am, 
it seems the one thing in the world worth being sure oL" 

Dr. Howe sat silently h6lding the lawyer's hand, and Mr. Den· 
ner seemed to sink into pleasant thought. Once he smiled, with 
that puzzled, happy look the rector had seen before, and then he 
closed his eyes contentedly as though to doze. Suddenly he 
turned his head and looked out of the window, across his garden, 
where a few old-fashioned flowers were blooming sparsely, with 
much space between them for the rich, soft grass, which seemed 
to hold the swinging shadows of an elm-tree in a lacy tangle. 

" 'The warm precincts of the cheerful day,'" he murmured, 
and then his eyes wanJered about the room: the empty, blackened 
fireplace, where, on a charred log and a heap of gray ashes, a 
single bar of sunshine had fallen; his fiddle, lying on a heap of 
manuscript music; the one or two formal portraits of the women 
of his family; and the large painting of Admiral Denner in red 
coat and gold lace. On each one he lingered with a loving, 
wondering gaze. " 'The place thereof shall know it' "-he be
gan to say. "Ah, doctor, it is a wonderful bookl How it does 
know the heart! The soul sees itself there. 'As for man, his 
days are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For 
the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof 
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shall know it no more' -no more. That is the wonder of it! 
How stranO'e it is; and I had such plans for life, now! Well, it 

o db"is better thus, no doubt,-no ou t. . 
After a while he touched the little oval velvet case which lay 

on the table beside him, and, taking it up, looked long and 
earnestly at the childish face inside the rim of ?lac.k,ened pear,Is. 

"I wonder "-he said, and then stopped, laymg It down agam, 
with a little sigh. " Ah, well, I shall know. It is only to wait." 

He did not seem to want any answer; it was enough to ramble 
on, filled with placid content, between dreams and waking, h~s 
hand held firm in that of his old friend. Afterwards, when GIf
ford came in, he scarcely noticed that the rector slipped a~vay. 
It was enouO'h to fill his mist of dreams with gentle wondcnngs 
and quiet ~xpectation. Once he said' softly, '" In the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment' "

'" Good Lord, deliver us!''' Gifford finished gently. 
Mr. Denner opened his eyes and looked at him. " Good 

Lord," he said, "ah-yes-yes-that is enough, myfriend. Good 
Lord; one leaves the rest." 

.. 
Miss Ruth was in a flutter of grief and excitement. "I'll come, 

of course. I-I had rather hoped I might see him; but what 
will Deborah say? Yet I can't but think it's better for him not 
to see two people at once." 

Mr. Denner greeted her by a feeble flourish of his hand. "Oh, 
dCJ.r me, Mr. Denner," said she, half crying, in spite of Gifford's 
whi:3pered caution, "I'm so distressed to see you so ill, indeec! I 
am." , 

"Oh, not at all," responded Mr. Denner, but his voice had a 
strange, far away sound in his ears, and he tried to speak louder 
and more confidently,-" not at all. You are very good to come, 
ma'am;" and then he stopped to remember what is was he had 
wished to say. . 

Miss Ruth was awed into silence, and there was a growing 
anxiety in Gifford's face. , 

" Ah,-yes"-Mr. Denner began again, with a flash of strength 
in his tone, .1 I wished to ask you if you would accept-accept" 
-he reached toward the little table, but he could not find the 
leather case until Gifford put it into his hand-" if you would be 
so good as to accept this; and will you open it. if you please, 
Miss Ruth?" 

She did so, with trembling fingers. It was a daguerreotype of 
Mr. Denner; the high neckcloth and the short-waisted, brass
buttoned coat and waistcoat showed its age, as well as the dim
ness of the glass and the fresh, boyish face of the young man of 
thirty. 

" What-what was I speaking of, Gifford?" said Mr. Denner. 
"You gave my aunt Ruth the picture, sir." _ 
" Oh, yes, just so, just so. I merely wished to add that I de

sired to present it to Miss Deborah's sister,-though it is of no 
value, not the least value; but I should be honored by its accept

,ance. And perhaps YOll will be good enough to-to convey the 
assurance of my esteem to Miss Deborah. And Gifford-my 
friend Gifford is to give her the miniature of my little sister." 

"Yes," said Miss Ruth, who was crying softly. 
"Not that I have-changed my mind," said Mr. Denner," but 

it is not improper, I am sure, that Miss" Deborah's sister should 
give me-if she will be so good-her hand, that I may say good
b ?" 

YMiss Ruth did not quite understand, until Gifford motioned 
to her to lay her little hand in that feeble one which was groping 
blindly towards her. 

Mr. Denner's eyes were very dim. 
" I-I am very happy," he murmured. "I thank you, Ruth;" 

and then, a moment after, "If you will excuse me, I think I wi1l 
rest for a few moments." 

Still holding Miss Ruth's hand, he turned his head in a weary 
way toward the light, and softly closed his eyes. 

Mr. Denner rested. 

"THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY," one of Mr. S. P. Putnam's best 
lectures, is publbhed in a handsome pamphlet. The price is 
10 cents, and the work may be obtained by addressing this office. 

PROFESSOR HUXLEY'S LU',B AND AIMS. 

Why I was christened ThomaR Henry I do not know, but it 
is a curious chance that my parents should have fixed for my 
usual denomination upon the name of that particular apostle 
with whom I have always felt most sympathy. Physically and 
mentally I am the son of my mother so completely-even down 
to peculiar movements of the hands, which made t~eir appear
ance in me as I reached the age she had when I notIced them
that I can hardly find any trace of my father in myself, except an 
inborn faculty for drawing, which unfortunately in my case ~as 
never been cultivated, a hot temper, and that amount of tenacIty 

, of purpose which unfriendly observers sometimes call obstinacy. 
My mother was a slender brunette of an emotional and energetic 
temperament, and possessed of the most piercing black eyes I 
ever saw in a woman's head. With no more education tpan 
other women of the middle classes in her day, she had an ex
cellent mental capacity. Her most distinguishing characteristic, 
however, . was rapidity of thought. If one ventured to suggest 
that she had not taken much time to arrive at any conclusion, she 
would say: "I cannot help it; things flash across me." That 
peculiarity has been passed on to me in full strength; it has often 
stood me in good stead; it has sometimes played me sad tricks, 
and it has always been a danger. But after all, if my time were 
to come over again, there is nothing I would less willingly part 
with than my inheritance of mother-wit. I have next to nothing 
is to say about my childhood. In later years my mother, look
ing at me almost reproachfully, would sometimes say: "Ah I 
you were such a pretty boy ! " whence I had no difficulty in con
cluding that I had not fulfilled my early promise in the matter of 
looks. In fact, I have a distinct recollection of certain curls, of 
which I was vain, and of a conviction that I closely resembled 
that handsome, courtly gentleman, Sir Herbert Oakley, who was 
vicar of our parish, and who was as a god to us country folk, be
cause he was occasionally visited by the then Prince George of 
Cambridge. I remember turning my pinafore wrong side for
ward in order to represent a surplice and preaching to my 
mother's maids in the kitchen, as nearly as possible in Sir Her
bert's manner, one Sunday morning when the rest of the family 
were at church. That is the earliest indication I can call to 
mind of the strong clerical affinities which my friend Mr. 
Herbert Spencer has always ascribed to me, though I fancy they 
have for the most part remained in a latent state. 

My great desire was to be a mechanic~l engineer, but the fates 
were against this, and while very young I began the 'study of 
medicine under a medical brother-in-law. But though the Insti
tute of Mechanical Engineers would certainly not own me, I am 
not sure that I have not all along been a sort of mechanical 
engineer in parlz'bus tiifidellum. I am now occasionally horrified 
to think how very little I ever knew or cared about medicine as 
the art of healing. The only part of my professional course 
which really and deeply interested me was physiology, which is 
the mechanical engineering of living machines; and, notwith
standing that natural science has been my proper business, I am 
afraid there is very little of the genuine naturalist in me. I 
never collected anything, and species work was always a burden 
to me; what I cared for was the architectural and engineering 
part of the business, the working out of the wonderful unity of 
plan in the thousands and thousands of diverse living construc
tions, and the modifications of similar apparatuses to serve 
diverse ends. The extraordinary attraction I felt toward the 
study of the intricacies of living structure nearly proved fatal to 
me at the outset. I was a mere boy-I think between thirteen 
and fourteen years of age-when I was' taken by some older 
student friends of mine to the first post-mortem examination I 
ever attended. All my ·life I have been most unfortunately 
sensitive to the disagreeables which attend anatomical pursuits; 
but on this occasion my curiosity overpowered all other feelings 
and I spent two or three hours in gratifying it. I did not cut 
myself, and none of the ordinary symptoms of dissection poison 
supervened; but poisoned I was somehow, and I remember 
sinking into a strange state of apathy. By way of a last chance 
I was sent to the care of some good, kind people, friends of my 
father's, who lived in a farmhouse in the heart of Warwickshire. 
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I remember staggering from my bed to the window on the 
bright spring morning after my arrival and throwing open the 
casement. Life seemed to come back on the wings of the 
breeze, and to this day the faint odor of wood-smo~~e, like that 
which floated across the farmyard in the early morning, is as; 
good to me as the" sweet South upon a bed of violets." I soon 
recovered; but for years I suffered from occasional paroxysms of 
internal pain, and from that time my constant friend, hypo
chondriaeal dyspepsia, commenced his half-century of co-tenancy 
on my fleshly tabernacle. 

lPresently he became a surgeon in the na\'}'. At Hasler he 
was under Sir John Richardson, and he afterward served in the 
Rattlesnake under Captain Owen Stanley. It was this voyage 
which induced him to begin writing upon scientific subjects. J 

During the four years of our absence I sent home communi
cation after communication to the" Linnean Society," with the 
same result as that obtained by Noah when he sent the raven out 
of his ark. Tired at last of hearing nothing about them, I de
termined to do or die. and, in 1849, I drew up a more elaborate 
paper and forwarded it to the royal society. This was my dove, 
if I had only known it. But, owing to the movements of the 
ship, I heard nothing of that either, until my return to England 
in the latter end of the year 1850, when I found it was printed 
and published, and that a huge packet of separate copies awaited 
me. When I hear some of my young friends cpmplain of want 
of sympathy and encouragement, I am inclined to think that 
my naval life was not the least valuable part of my education. 
Three years after my return were occupied by a battle between 
my scientific ,friends on the one hand and the admiralty on the 
other, as to whether the latter ought or ought not to act up to the 
spirit of a pledge they had given to encourage officers who had 
done scientific work by contributing to the expense of publishing 
mine. At last the admiralty, getting tired, I suppose, cut short 
the discussion by ordering me to join the ship. Which thing I 
declined to do, and as Rastignac, in the" Pere Goriot," says to 
Pags, I said to London, a nous deux.' I desired to obtain a pro
fessorship in either physiology or comparative anatomy; and, as 
vacancies occurred, I applied, but in vain. My friend Professor 
Tyndall and I were candidates at the same time, he for the chair 
of physics and I for that of natural history in the University of 
Toronto, which fortunately, as it turned out, would not look at 
either of us, I say fortunately, not from any lack of respect for 
Toronto, but because I soon made up my mind that London 
was the place for me, and hence I have steadily declined the in
ducements to leave it which have at various times been offered. 
At last, in 1854, on the translation of my warm friend, Edward 
Forbes, to Edinburgh, Sir Henry de la Beche, the director-general 
of the geological survey, offered me the post Forbes vacated of 
paleontologist and lecturer on natural history. I refused the 
former point-blank, and accepted the latter only provisionally, 
telling Sir Henry that I did not care for fossils, and that I should 
give up natural history as soon as I could get a physiological 
post. But I held the office for thirty-one years, and a large part 
of my work has been paleontological. 

The last thing that it would be proper for me to do would be 
to speak of the work of my life, or to say at the end of the day 
whether I think I have earned my wages or not. Men are said 
to be partial judges of themselves-young men may be, I doubt 
if old men are. Life seems terribly foreshortened as they look 
back; and the mountain they set themselves to climb in youth 
turns out to be a mere spur of immeasurably higher ranges, 
when with failing breath they reach the top. But if I may speak 
of the objects I hl\'e had more or less definitely in view since I 
began the ascent of my hillock, they are br.iefly thcse: To pro
mote the increase of natural knowledge and to forward the 
application of scientific methods of investigation to all thc' 
problems of life to the best of my ability, in the conviction 
which has grown with my growth and strengthened with my 
strength, that there is no alleviation for the suffering of mankind, 
except veracity of thought and of action, and the resolute facing 
of the world as it is, when the garment of make-belie\'e, by which 
pious hands have hidden its uglier features, is stripped off. It is 
with this intent that I have subordinated any reasonable or un
reasonable ambition for scientific fame which I may have per

mitted myself to entertain to other ends; tq the popularization 
of science; to the development and organization of scientific 
education; to the endless series of battles and skirmishes over 
evolution; and to untiring opposition to that ecclesiastical spirit, 
that clericalism, which, in England, as everywhere else, and to 
w~atever denomination it may belong, is the deadly enemy of 
sClence.-THollIAS H. HUXLEY, in Our Celebrities. 

A Centenary Yank~e Doodle. 
DEDICATED TO UNCLE SAM, APRIL 30, 1889. 

Yankee DOl>dle came to town, a looking for the dandy 
That figures in the church to-day to steal the money handy. 

CHoRUs.-Yankee Doodle, doodle doo, Yankee Doodle dandy, 
A lookin' for the parson, too, that hides the money handy. 

S:lid Yankee Doodle to McGlynn, How great is devil master? 
He's broad and strong, in Christian wrong the world is sinking faster. 

And "-. A. Hodge of Princeton said, \Ve'll serve our "!=ommon master;" 

The Catholics and Protestants, they stick just like a plaster. 


We'll rout the Constitution out, and fill you with disaster; 

W e'lI tear the flag, and bring the pope, and he shall be your pastor. 


We'll take the children by the ear and lead them to destruction, 

And fill the schools with arrant tools, for liberty's reduction. 


You cannot know our mind and soul, you cannot see our action; 

For like a skunk runs in its hole, we'll hide our Christian faction. 


Oh! herds are here to join the fight, the ghost of Cesar's aching, 

To show the people might is right-the country's ours for taking. 


We'll cut and slash George Washington and LaFayette and all them; 

And Thomas Paine, and Franklin, too, you'll see how we will gall them. 


They made a home for those that roam, the emigrant so weary; 

Our fathers came to bless their name, beside the fireside cheery. 


Church tyrants have a devilish god, made up of their idea, 
And they prop it up with scourge and rod 011 the people's backs, that's 

clear. ' 
And so it crushed the countries old, and they flew here for shelter; 

Their grief and pain can ne'er be told, in Christian bloody welter. 


Ye spirits now of '76, ye heroes now come under; 

Our fighting god is on a bust, he'll lick you all like thunde r. 


The Constitution he will bust, if once he gcts his foot in; 

God feels a grudge, you know he must, for his name they didn't,put in. 


George W. was afraid of him, and the stupid, bloody people, 

Who fix up God to steal our bread, and give us church and steeple. 


Yes, George he was afraid of it, this buzzard of creation, 

That hovered with its dark'ning wing, and struck it from the nation. 


Poor Uncle Sam is low and sick, queer god and taffy candy, 

His stomach wants to throw it up-help! quick, now all be handy. 


The time may come, no blood-stained handi, then Uncle Sam may 
praise us; 

Our eagle may not scream in vain, for freedom's light to raise us. 
And Yankee Doodle, doodle doo, our country's native dandy 
:May look in vain to find a priest, that's hiding money handy. 

0- Power supreme, unseen, unknown; 0 nature's swcetest pleasure; 
Come make each happy heart thine own, in wisdom's loving measurej 

And to all people let uS be a sister or a brother, 
And to our country's liberty, a father and a mother. 

CHILD (of) U~CLE SAM (initials) C.U.S. (5.) 

ADAM AND EVE. 

ADAlII-" Well, here we are out in the wilderness. Those cher· 
ubs say they will never let us back again into the garden." 

EVE-" I don't see how we could have acted so if we had 
not been possessed by Satan." 

ADA"?Il-" Oh, why didn't you think of that before? What a 
splendid excuse it would have been I Plea of sudden insanity 
and spectral hallucination! DefendanLs acquitted! Why, we 
might have been feasting on apples and cocoa-nuts at this 
moment, instead of having to hunt for acorns among these ac
cursed thistles," 

EVE-" Do you know, Adam, I am not sure that we are 
really so much worse off than we were. We were getting lazy, 
and sickly, and ,almost stupid in the sleepy garden. It won't 
hurt us to have to run about, and use our wits a little. Besides, 
there are our new clothes," 

ADAM-"Oh, res, a new dress is worth more than.Edento you. 
It isn't to me." 
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EVE--" But really now, haven't we gained something? Better 
have knowledge in the wilderness than ignorance in paradise, 
say 1." 

ADAM-" Well, at all events, I know enough to rule you. You 
had your own way in the garden, but now you are put in sub
jection to me. That's some comfort." 

EVE (aside)-" We f-;nall see about that. I ate the wonderful 
fruit before you did. I know how to take care of my rights, and 
so will my (laughters." F. M. H. 

MR. WENTWORTH'S CRITICAL DISCOURSE ON 

ORATORY. 


The following remarks were made by Hiram Wentworth be
fore the San Pasqual D~bating Society, Saturday evening, May 19: 

The mild, brief punishment I am about to inflict upon you 
will be administered with a careful disregard of the rules laid 
down by the volunteer critic at our last meeting. Acc~rding 
to his instructions, a speaker must not stop to bite off the first 
sentence of his speech before he begins to chaw on the sec
ond. If he gets confused, and can't think of what he wishes 
to say, he must keep saying somethzng; and if he can't say 
all.ythzitg, he must keep in motion-keep his oratorical ma
chinery revolving like a windmill. One would suppose from 
the flippancy and self-assurance with which he laid down the 
law for speaking, that he was the inventor of oratory, and had 
secured a patent for it. A person whose constant occupation is 
the teaching of children (supposed to be his inferiors) is liable 
to become very pedantic-to imagine that any precept laid down 
for speaking, reading, or writing which is not in harmony with 
his own style, is necessarily incorrect-to presume that the scope 
of his mighty intellect takes -in those peculiar talents and quali
fications which school teachers always sh()uld, but seldom do, 
possess, rendering his important services indispensable to the 
community in which he earns his salt; and to employ the inex
haustible resources of his. stupidity in trying to convince his pat
rons that Nature, in the performance of her manifold duties, by 
some strange oversight failed to develop his bump of self-esteem, 
in consequence of which he is now prodigally wasting the godlike 
abilities of a statesman on the desert air of a school room. Prob
ably Nature's inexcusable mistake, which has brought such dire 
disgrace on our sJrrowing teacher, was made in my favor; for I 
have more self-e::,teem than I know what to do with. It is some
thing I have no earthly use for; and I am very sorry that Nature 
was so criminally careless as to rob him of what he prizes so 
highly to overload me with that which I cannot appreciate. 

But I have wandered from my subject-his last week's criti
cism. I can see no reason why a speech should not conform to 
the same rules of punctuation as a written composition-why the 
tongue of a speaker should be allowed more license in the art of 
expression than the pen of a writer. The younger members of 
this society naturally look up to the old~r ones, and especially to 
their teacher, for correct precepts, as well as faultless examples, in 
all that pertains to its exercises, and they ought not to be disap
pointed or misinformed. Anyone _who tells them they must 
speak fluently before they can speak correctly, is not good au
thority on speaking. The proper way to do an),thzilg is to do it 
correctly first, and expertly afterward. My ad\'ice to them would 
be: Never attempt to convey an idea to others before it is com- . 
pletely formed in your own mind; and when you attempt to con
vey an idea, if any word necessary for its clear expression fails to 
put in its appearance at the proper moment, don't keep saying 
"something," nor try to get it in by the windmill proce:;s. but 
stop right in your tracks till it comes. If you were writing, the 
necessary space could be left blank for the time being; but that 
dodge should not be used in speaking. Your opponent might 
fill up the blank with something that might not suit you. 

In 'preparing a speech pay more regard to strength and sym
metry than to length and ornament. A good speech may be 
spoiled by being overloaded with ornaments, as trees are fre
quently broken down and ruined by trying to' bear too much 
fruit. 

\Vhen you have expressed an idea on paper, examine it criti
cally to be sure YOll have used the best words the dictionaryaf

fords, and not one word superfluously. Put e~'ery idea firmly in 
its proper place, so that your opponent cannot pick it out and cut 
your throat with it. 

In delivering a speech always bear in mind that improperges
tures are worse than none at all. It is much better. to stanj with 
your hands in your pockets, or on your hips, or with your arms 
folded, ~han to employ them as though you were fighting hornets 
or killing snakes. 

Avoid all affectation, and deliver your speech in the same con
versational manner a£ if you were at home talking with your 
friends. D.)n't be afraid to administer a rebuke to either foe 
or friend, provided it is ,~ell deserved; but whenever you takea 
bull by the horns, be careful not to forget that the horns belong 
to the bull. . 

In conclusion I will add: There are those who come here 
week after week to be amused at the expense of others without 
taking any part in the exercises themselves, and then go away 
and complain that there are no good speakers in San Pasqua!. 
To these I will say: Graciously condescend to give us one good 
example in speaking, and if none of us are able to imitate it, I 
will guarantee that some of us will make a splendid failure in try
ing to. 

Putnam in Hopland. 

70 tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
Mr. Putnam a~rived safely on the noon train of the 6th, and was duly 

taken to our heart and home. It was the first time we met with him, 
but we knew him of old through the books and papers. His meetings 
have been a success here. There were about thirty people out to hear 
him the first evening, and over fifty the second evening. 

There has been a general good feeling aroused in our vicinity, and I 
waS surprised to see so much Liberal thought among us. I had noticed 
a great lack of church enthusiasm, but was not aware of so much will 
ingness to hear the other side of the question. Considering the small 
number of people living hereabouts, the attendance was very good. 

Being comparative strangers here ourselves, there was no orglnized 
effort to secure a large attendance. The bills were posted and scattered 
about the country, howeyer, and I drove Mr. Putnam around and intro. 
duced him to a few of the older and more prominent people of the 
vicinity. So that, with the little we could do to introduce him, his work 
will prove useful. I noticed that he sold several of his useful and enter. 
taining books each evening, and that he got quite a list of names to the 
roll. At noon to-day he will leave us to fill his appointment at Ukiah. 

I shall try to be up to hear one of hi. lectures there. I hope to hear 
of a more graceful reception for him' this time, than he got before. If 
that most Catholic community attempts its fire-argument again it may 
result in something more sanguinary to the movers of the crime. People 
wh(. will shield the perpetrators of such deeds as the hurling of a burning 
lamp at an opponent in cool and manly debate should be held up to 
the scorn and contempt of enlightened mankind. I offer no libel upon 
the community. I only refer to those who planned the contemptible 
business, and those who helped to shield him from the consequences of 
it afterwards. J. C. WEYBRIGHT. 

West Hopland, June 8. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 


"Yone Santo." So cents. 

"John Ward, Preacher." So cents. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 

"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Liber~y and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 

"The ~System of Nature," by Baron .D'Holbach. $2. 

"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, So cents. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 


by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and re~ulate the bowels. Try them. A. G, 
Wuod, 323 Eddy st., S. F. . 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED 'HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. ·WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S. p. ,TAYLOR & CO., 
Manuf...cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Booll,N~ws, f£ardwar~, W,oapf>ing 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pionea So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mill!. 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
1) !;arat Gold. small size Badge Pin ...............••• 200 
14 karat GJIil, small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
H kara~ G.}ld, 8111all size Badge l'in with Diamond, 85. 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin ............... '...... 300 
14 karat Gold, Large Ba.lge Pin ,.... . ................ 4 00 
]0 karat Gold, ~lIlal1 Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma.'l Chanu (for watch cha.in) ....... 450 
10 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 500 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This Is a full-bodied diamond, f('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose it~ brilliancy. 

Sent to any address. prepaid. and guarallteed as repre
sented or mon~y refunded, address. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
roi Keamy Street, San Francisco, Cal. 'II' h 1 . c:.> b t am w ose sa ary IS ",400 per year, u 

I resolutely maintains its dignity by retaining VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and Dot always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent· truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in£s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction hy Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

The Detter Part. 

Better to know the truth, that maketh free, 
Than revel in the treasures of the d.ead j 

Better to open thine own eyes and see 
Than blindly trust to what men may have said. 

Better than dreams of heaven's future bliss, 

Or phantom pictures of another life, 


It is to live thy future life in this-

Bring heaven down into this vale of strife. 


Better to touch with gentle hand a heart 
That hath been wounded in the shade of death, 

Than from the sinful turmoil stand apart 
And gaze enraptured and with bated breath 

Into a vison land that fancy weaves 

Beyond the clouds that deck eternity. 


Better than painting angels on the leaves 

Of book or sermon, tale or homily 


It is to show that angels walk the earth 
Clad in the ' flesh of pure humanity; 

To open well-springs in a land of dearth 
And prove man's strength in his infirmity. 

- HARVEY REESE, in the London Freethinker. 

Not a Serious Matter. 

"You had a most glaring typographical 
error in your paper this morning, Col. 
Shedgore," remarked the school teacher, 

Ias he dropped into the editorial sanctum 
and took a seat on.a pile of exchanges. 

" Ha !" exclaimed the colonel, glaring 
at the cowering form of his proofreader 
and assistant at the table in the corner, 
"where was it? " 
_ "About half way down the' Religious 

Miscellany' column--" 
"Shucks! " said the Texas edilor, con

siderably relieved. "I'll bet $500 I haven't 
a subscriber that'll ever see it l"-Chicago 
Tribune. 

The Bad Little Boy. 

A small boy, with an unlighted cigarette 
in his mouth, approached a reverend gen
tleman on K street yesterday and asked 
him for a match. 

"No, sir," said the holy ma.n; "most 
certainh' I will not give you a tuatch to 
light th~t thIng." And then, softening his 
tone somewhat, he added: "My boy, don't 
yOU know that those cigarettes will drag 
you down to hell?" 

., Well," said the boy, looking squarely 
into the minister's face, (, I wish they'd 
hurry up an' do it. I could git a ligl)t 
down there:'-Washington Post. 

An Old Maxim Changed, 

The Canadian legislature has struck a 
• 

vein of economy. It has discharged a chap-

an usher of the Black Rod at $1,350. This 
looks like a case of spare the rod and spoil 
the ch1plain.-Chronicle. 

. Defeotive Terminology. 

A highly esteemed contemporary said 
the other day: "Bring southern youths 
north occasionally, and northern maidens 
south, and let the' work of conciliation' go 
on." The idea may be well enough in its 
way, but that is not the term given it by the 
medical books.-Sacramento Bee. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will bl! run by 
steam nnd, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects ill other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. \V. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a reme(ly 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
syst::,m. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. ' The book is .vig
orusly written. Paper, ~o cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONAI.Il. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 C;:IltS. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri!;t has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & lIiACDON ALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNA)t & l\IACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-,\ND-

Girard College.Theology. 
All E..1--pose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 


http:MACDONAI.Il
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WAr;rCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and acco"mpanicd 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STElVI-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted; $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $I1, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b:::st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.5°. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect walch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hUlltmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60. to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods. at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S:.!iect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUATJJRIES.. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings . .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 <Jpera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IIJ. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDR.EADON, -. , of Edinhurgh, Soot-

I; ~ ,l2rr':,G:~,,~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1 :;,tn:~, ~~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:f~CLt~e.r~~ 
.u."r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1t I.. nc,v, at:..·U I1Ir,:, :a.nd "ery lnlll&.ructlve." 

& Lt the most poilu.ar a.nd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y::"I: ~l~e~~t!:Q:~ ~DI:II!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!Cntation-of~':Uooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \howin~ new mean~· by whIch tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physl<'ians, clergymen, crib::;;, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjcc!.8 {'SpeciAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," Will find it interestin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW·F EA TURE Just intr<?duccd , consists of a ~rj..
l~ul ~bnrt•• Inftvecolo guarant.Ctc'<lt'.u~~ri~~~i- ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ . 
war physiologiCtll book. ar:td rendering it Rltnin the mo~t ntrract.Ive and quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we a!ready found 1\ ~..ld m.lne in i~ :Hr. 
work for Koehler wntt:R: .. I 11(1111 the fir.;t SIX boQkg ill two 
hours... Many agents take 50 or 100 at once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

FREE .16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white and 
~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. M01~ 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print a.nd illustrations, the 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 ditrerence is in paper IUld binding. 

JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW J~rk. 

Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAJII, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion :is opposed Llberali!lm, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Puulisitcu lIJonthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Aduress lhis office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

I 

Miners and Millmen Attention! 

BERM'S 


Centrifugal Pulverizer, 


Guarantees to work One Ton 

per hour of the IIardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen. 

-ADDRESS;

H. 'W. WALKER, 

ASSAYER, 

109 Montgomery Block, San Franci-co. 

In replying to this advertisement, mention Frccthought. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

re

.. Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICiAN, 
the mt-st successful (in
ipecialty) as his practire WIll 
surely prove. The 
trea.ts all tho!<e peculiar dis
ea.~{'s of young and 
a.geu men snch as 
weakn{:ss. impotency, &c., 
sulting from indescrptioll and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," Iletting forth 
external Application""; 

A. POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential, 
Plain Envelope!! used. The book spoken of sent sealed. 

~a~d~~:~~y~UH;a~ fru~Lfg!~~~~:t~..um, NEW JI:RSEY 

[From the Wa.c;hiniton National View.l 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers hiS valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Siruiliar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hIS line, stands foremost 
in hi.s profession, and the encomiums showered uoon him 
publIcly as well as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devotion to his specialties in his profession have so 
justly merited for bim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A '.I'estimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888 

. DR.~. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy/ou sent 
IS working like a charm. I am completely surprise the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that. weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours respectfully. J. R. 

REl\[ARKs-Tbe above is a fair "ample of the hnndreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ States 
from young, middl~ ·aged and elderly men, 8ufienng frvm 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by lilY External Al'plicatic'lI, the gre"test of all known 
remedies for this clasg of di,eascs. '" s I a'lI an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the JAllld will give lue 
their patronage, and not W"<lste their time aud money OD 
Christian doctelll. DR. FELLQWS. 
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

Mercha'nt Tailor 

7222 STOOKTON 8T: 
Bet. Pacific and HroaJway . 

• 

DI~~S~ SUl'rS 1\. SPECI.ALTY. 

Kearny and lIIont~omcry St. Cars pass by. 

TELEI'1I0~E No. 655 

PI O. GHILSTROM, 

(Rogers &, Chilstrom.) 

Al'TORNEY AT IJA'V, 
Commercial Businc51! and Collections a Specialty. 

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Pl\.GIFIC Clil{RIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS OFFICE,:n POWELL ST. 


OLIVER IIINCKI.If.Y SUPERINTENDENT 


Central Sta.nds,200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N \\ and S W Come;s Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS'& SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper t.o give me a trial. '- JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnost.icism, 

A series of articles 

--from-
The North American Review 


-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERS01.L. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks' of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by Putnam & Macdon. 
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

THE ORDER OF CREA i JON, 
A 1,!~cll"Rioll hetw~cn .G1adstO.IC, Huxlt·y,. l[uller, !.inton,
• lenllt:· vII t"e Confllct between GenesJ8 and Geology.
I'ri41e, flO I:eht.d. 

FREE~HOUGHT. 

THE LATEST 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................... \ ............... $25~OO 

DRESS SUITS FOR ....................................................... 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:E3:.A.S. F. :J3UFl.G-Bl.l:AN". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. A. CLARK. 
eliAS. W. CLARK I THE 0 PEN C 0 U R T, 

DIAMOND VALLEY I PUBLISHED BY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

N U RS E RYMEN ,1. 

Catalpas for Timber Oulture a 
,Specialty. 

Have at Th&ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees Bnd Vines. 


Orders Filled hnd Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 


and Caring of Orchards 
and V.meyards. 

Address CLARK BROS
"HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN ITY, 

P.O. Box 0, S,m Jacinto, Cal An important work by Glbbon, the historian. Compris. 
------------------ Ing a:l that relateR to the prolCress of the ChristiaIJ reli. 

gioIJ in "The Bistor.i of the Dedlneand Fall of tht: HomanORDER THEM OF ELMINA. Enlpire," alit.! a Vindication (never Ltofore published In 
, --Ll'ttle Lessons on Science, 40 cents', Mar}' this ,:ountrJ> or some passages in the 16th anrl ]{jtll chap

ters, b~ Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author 
Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The Prdace anti Notes by the E<!itor, Including variorllr~ 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; Thf note",. by Uuizot, Wenck, lIilman, "an EngIi~h .Chul't,h. 

man's Victims 25 cents' John'S Way I' I man, and. oth~'r 8ch~lara. H~ndsomo 12 mo., BtU ~es.CIergy , , . ' ~ I CJoth. WIth Engravrnga. PrIce, $1 60. 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Dlana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

"How Blest the Rig~teous!" 

Boggs-" I understand that the scene at 
your uncle's deathbed was a very sad one." 

joggs-"Yes, very. Shortly before he 
died he asked us all to leave the room that 
he might commune with his god, and when 
we returned he was still communing with 
it." 

Boggs-U You say' it.' " 
joggs-"Yes; he was taking a tearful 

and touching farewell of a big roll of green
backs." 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S ~ 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declarat.ion 01 Indepemlence. Also, the hnrllonal 
document. The Declaration I~lf, and the national an. 
them ent.ltlcd "La"d of Liberty." Price, 10 cenL8; 6 co~ 
Ie&, 26 cents; 26 copies, II. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE. 
)r Lan ot the Moral and Phy8i~al World. By Baron 
D'S.lbach. A DIlW and hUVl'f)vtld Ildlthro, with aoCr.e b, 
~ Two .,.ohun_ ill 0... ,rlcoo. It 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C • 
Keeler. Price, So cents. 

The Open Court Publishing Company, 
Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Cl1icago. 

P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. "egeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court b a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe ha:e been procured, and efforts arc 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. . 

I&r Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents, . Sample copies sent free on applicntion. 
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FREETIIOUG1IT BOOKS 

INGEl~SOLL'S 'W"ORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, So cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum
bulJt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Herelics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents '; cloth, $1.25. 
COlltAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," •'The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of :Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. • 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What· MuslWe Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25. 
Cf!ntlO 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, So cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. S6 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents, 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. , 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the San FranciuaI,. 5 cents, So cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York ObuYVn-. By Robert G.
In ersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

g
A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 

5 cents. 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 

octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll's Lpctures Comple'e. Bound in one 

volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

H,EIvISBURG's "W"ORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Doc.zment it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ;,talistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiarie's; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the, Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Morafs. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
.l?rostitution; Murder; Wars of Coriquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; [njustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to·Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idio.y; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 2S cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. C) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heacls: Origin of the Sab· 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Cluistian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination o! 
o.,umlay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Purit:w 
Sabhath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunda~ 
Laws. e Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

A Lesson. from Baseball. 

To witness a ball game is liveliest fun, 
To note all the fumbles and flies, 

While discussing the chances for making a run 
And each oft.occurring surprise. 

But the play that receives the attention of all 
More than all other features besides, 

Is when the base runner resorts to a fall, 
And reaches his base on a slide. 

Here's a particular lesson which all may apply 
To the every-day contest of life •• 

It teaches that those who most vigorously try 
Are the players who win in the strife. 

If with safety we'd claim allUre's bases, we must 
Lay our personal comforts aside, 

And, though we dislike to, go down in the dust, 
And reach our fond goal on a slide. 

--Omaha World. 

Poetry and Prose. 
In the odorous afternoon, 
Of a drowsy day in June, 
Darling little baby lies, 

Crooned to sleep with lullabies. 

Look! he smiles-on pinions white, 

Hovering o'er him in their flight, 

Does he see the heav'nly train? 

No-he only has a pain. 


A HARTFORD clergyman tells this anec
dote: Early in life, while occupying an
other charge, he invited a clergyman whom 
the unregenerate would call conceited and 
d 11 t h' h' l't D' hu 0 preac m IS pu pI . unng t e 
sermon our Hartford preacher dozed away 
. h ld '11 h dd I 

I 	m t e sweet 0 way tI e was ~u e~ y
called on to conclude the servIce WIth 
prayer. Accustomed to regard himself as 
the humblest of his creator's instruments, 
and forgetting that he had not delivered 
the sermon, he began with, "We beseech 
thee to accept the weak and feeble effort 
that has been addressed to thee and more 
richly to endow thy servant i~ the graces 
he so greatly lacks." 

LECTURER on phrenology (cautiously to 
a man selected by audience for free exam
ination)-" Married, I presume?" Man-, 
" Yes." Lecturer (with confidence)
"Many of the protuberances, ladies and 
gentleman, which we find upon the heads 
of persons in various walks of life may be 
passed by as having no phrenological sig
nificance, as in the case of the gentleman 
whom I am now, etc."-Chicago Tribune. 

SAID a good brother in a meeting here 
the other night: "Before I was converted 
I used to go to the circus, and it took me a 
week to get over it. Now I ask your 
prayers for strength to enable me to keep 

PUTNAM'S YVORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. 
by an Mtist hand, guided by a, poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The crealor makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his 'own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Colden Throne. A ron,ance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is \!ithin him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Ev.s;.ry 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-J{Ob
n-t G. Illgn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."-J'ohn SWillloll'r 
PtIIAtw 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, an!l stirs the reader like a trumpet. II 

-Bil/gorius. 0 

J\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The UlZivtru, 
San Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Health 
Afonthly•. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"\Vritten in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Bollon 
bUJestiYator4 

Pr ~1I1\';Ult;I.i~. 1'\ l"u~m. I'nce, $1. "It is 
crammed wiih life, thought and pro:ound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Henry 
W. Bellows. 

Gottlieb: His Life' or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hdl. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all myliIe before."-Elmina Drake S/mRn-. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 


away from Barnum's show that is coming: The .False Teachings of the ,Christian Church. 
S09n, though I confess I should like to see I Price, 10 cents. 

the animals! "-Westfield (Mass.) Times. 

VISITOR-"Who's your wife's doctor, 
uncle?"-Unde Silas-"Oh, she anus has 
one 0' these 'ere blamed prohibitionists." 
Visitor-" Why, what do you mean? I 
thought she was a homeopathist." Uncle 
Silas-" Wall. 't amounts ter the same 
thing; they don't neither on 'em b'lieve in 
takin' nothing."-Judge. 

AN Iowa farmer, who believed in having' the Greek Philosopher, and of the A.thor' 
two strings to his bow, put up in his garden Price, cloth, 75 cents. 
this sign: "Boys, don't touch these melons, 
for they are green and God sees vou.·'  Address, Putnam & MaCdonald' 
Christian Intelligencer. " 504 Kearny st. San Francisco 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, IO cents. 

A FEW DAYS IN ATHt.NS. 
By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 

http:Ev.s;.ry
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LAST Sunday must have been a proud day for Archbishop 
Riordan. He conducted the mummeries of the Catholic church 
in the prison of ~an Quentin, and found that six hundred out of 
the thirteen hundred convicts were of his faith. 

THE Argonaut's article on the Bruno monument-and the 
papal church was excellent, and able, and long, but late. It 
came after the movement had been inaugurated, the subscription 
opened, the funds raised, and the' statue erected. 

COLONEL SHEPARD says that" by fire and water the Almighty 
is instructing the American people." From the remarks of those 
who profess to speak for the Almighty we had judged that a 
good deal of his instruction came in the form of wind. 

SEVEN hundred dollars has been subscribed in support of 
Judge Westbrook's proposition to offer a prize of $1000 for the 
best school manual to show teachers how to teach morality 
without teaching religious dogma. The prize is worth working for. 

THE selfishness of the American and English exhibitors at the 
Paris Exposition in refusing to show their goods on Sunday, has 
received a merited rebuke. On a recent Sunday a crowd of 
French workmen, who had no opportunity for visiting the exhi
bition during the week, removed the canvass from the goods and 
allowed spectators to look at them. The authorities were sensi
ble ~nough not to interefere. 

QUEEN VICTORIA is given credit for cabling to President Harri 
son assurances of her distinguished sympathy for the flood suffer
ers in Pennsylvania. The charges for ~ble service were paid 
by the English government. Her son, the Prince of Wales, did 
better. Being in Paris when Buffalo Bill gave his benefit per
formance, he bought two tickets to the entertainment. The 
sultan of Turkey sent $1,000 to Johnstown. 

IT is well to inform the secular press that its speculations as to 
Pope Leo's successor partake of the nature of vanity and a striv
ing after wind. The Catholic Monitor rises to say that when the 
cardinals meet to 'elect a pope their councils will be presided over 

by the Holy Ghost, who will make all necessary nominations, 
the cardinals merely ratifying the will of heaven. The Monitor 
intimates that the above Holy Ghost knows its business and will 
put the right man in the right place. 

THE Meriden, Conn., crockery firm, of which our friend and 
patron, N. F. Griswold, is the head, have put their business in a 
co-operative joint stock company, with a dozen of the old em~ 
ployees as shareholders. The capital stock is $50,000, divided 
into 2,000 shares. The three members of the original firm hold 
the balance of the stock, while the rest is divided among twelve 
employees, who thus become members of the firm 'and partici
pators in its profits. This is practical co-operation. 

THE Evening Post notes that the Women's Christian Temper
ance Union of Oakland has begun a crusade against cigarettes. 
A petition is to be presented to the council to prohibit their sale 
in that city, and the Post hopes to see a law passed suppressing 
cigarettes altogether. We have rarely seen a more foolish 
proposition than this. The cigarette--or the cigareet, as the 
editor of the Post would doubtless mispronounce it·-is a dis
agreeable thing. So is a bad cigar; but the right to sell them is 
just as valid as the right to sell a pipe or to give away a glass of 
water. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, June 30, at 8 o'clock. Mr. Thomas Curtis will lecture 

~ 

on U Matter and Life Illustrated by Example." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Tuesday afternoon, June 1 I, the stage takes me from the 
Palace Hotel, Ukiah, towards the vast summits which, in the 
warm, dazzling atmosphere, are clothed in floating blue garments 
of thin mist that just begin to shine with the mellow gold of 
evening. The scenery about the road winding through valleys 
and alongside the steep and wooded hills is varied and attractive, 
and the journey of eighty miles by stage to Round Valley and 
Covelo is not quite so fatiguing as it might be without such re
freshing prospects and constantly new views. The turnpike to 
Willetts, or Little Lake, is comparatively well kept, and the 
twenty-five miles between there and Ukiah was traversed with 
comfortable rapidity. There were, immense hills to climb, but 
broad expanses spreading before the eye at every turn, great 
gulfs beneath, and shining bare peaks above made the ascent 
quite entertaining, and I felt in no hurry as we passed from 
charming scene to scene. Only one passenger was on the coach 
besides myself, Mr. puffey, of San Francisco, and as he had been 
over the route many times he was able to post me in regard to 
points of interest. Occasionally a house appeared amidst the 
trees and meadows hemmed in by the mighty hills. My travel
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ing companion 'knew all about those who lived in them and 
their hist~ry far back to pioneer days. Human nature, like the 
hills themselves, and the sheep pastures and cattle ranges, acquires 
in this peculiar country a picturesque novelty, unknown any
where else on the continent. Romances might be written of 
vivid and startling occurrences. A forsaken blacksmith-shop was 
pointed out, in front of which one man killed five men im
mediately after his own brother had been shot. In less than ten 
minutes after the shooting began six corpses lay on the ground
an awful reco'rd of the fierce passions of frontier life. 

At Willetts, a village of about three hundred people and one 
church, we took supper. The shadow of orthodoxy is evidently 
upon this remote hamlet. I wondered if any Liberals were 
about, or if it were possible for a Freethought lecture to be given 
beside this gloomy sanctuary. Perhaps sometime it may be 
done, for the world moves. Leaving Willetts, the sunset sank 
into a brilliant moonlight, and we traveled far on into the cor
ridors of t~e night, the foliage glittering about our pathway as 
we swept beneath the forest arches. At midnight's solemn hour, 
in the heart of the shimmering landscape were seen the twinkling 
of distant human habitations. Suddenly the driver uttered an 
unearthly yell more piercing than a trumpet tone. In imagina
tion I could see the drowsy postmaster leap from his momentary 
couch in answer to that piercing summons. He was ready to 
change the mail as we drove up to his dimly-lighted office, where 
the decisive shout had preceded us by about ten minutes. The 
name of this place is Cahto. Four miles- beyond is Laytonville, 
our stopping-place for the night, or morning rather. We arrive 
at about one o'clock, and with but little ado I tumble into bed 
and sleep until daylight. At seven o'clock, behind a couple of 
dilapidated white horses that looked like death itself, I start for 
Covelo, twenty-six miles away, eight hours ride over about the 
biggest hills, I think, I ever yet traversed by coach or afoot. In 
winter it is impossible to travel these roads except on horseback. 
Only a few months in summer can the stage run. It is a mag
nificent drive, however, Such superb scenes I have seldom wit
nessed. I seemed to be climbing right up to heaven on the lofty 
back of the hills, up-up-on a vast stairway, till I was actually 
dizzy as I looked down into the enor~ous amphitheatres at my 
feet, not one but a dozen amphitheatres widening into mingling 
precipices, forests, and canyons for a hundred miles. Black 
Rock, a thousand feet high, towers in front, while Berger Creek 
dashes a thousand feet below in glistening cascades through Bear
Pen Canyon. Half way between Black Rock peak and the 
bottom of the abyss is a beautiful green sward, like a cultivated 
field, called One-Eyed Elk Opening, because an elk with one 
eye shot out yielded up the ghost on this particular spot. Op
posite to this is Suicide Rock, a frowning mass of stone over
looking the rugged valley. I do not know that anyone committed 
suicide here, but there really could not be a more appropriate 
place for such a tragedy. The solitary dramatic sce~ery, uniting 
the beautiful with the terrible, not a dwelling to be seen, not a 
sign of human presence, this might be a fitting frame-work for 
the grave of the sorrowful spirit who had found every door shut 
except the door of despair. Climbing, or, o'ne might almost say, 
soaring with slow eagle's flight over the mountain-top, the two 
white horses becoming a pair of ghostly wings, slowly flapping 
in the gorgeous sunlight, this wonderfully suggestive panorama 
disappears, and another equally sublime and impressive opens 
upon the other side. In its centre, like a glittering silver 
thread, with here and there strings of bubbling jewels, flows the 

. Eel River from the heart of the far mountains. Our horses be
gin to put on somewhat the appearance of life as they glide 
. down the fluctuating hillsides to the river, which is so deep that 
we are obliged to cross by ferry, which has been build this last 
season. Formerly the horses had to swim the stream. Crossing, 
we .mount the last range, higher than any yet, and from its top, 
about the middle of the afternoon, Round Valley appears in its 
delightful quietude. This valley is a round valley indeed, from 
eight to ten. miles in diameter. It is charmingly rural-a lumin
ous summer-land in the midst of the wildest mountain scenery. 
Green pastures mingle with golden harvest fields a~d shining 
orchards. The multitude of trees, like a grand army breaking 
ranks, is scattered over the plain in troops, in single file, or like 
grand solitary sentinels. In a cluster of oak and cottonwood and 
balm of gilead, Covelo is distinguished, named after a fortress 
in Switzerland. Switzerland itself could boast of no more 
majestic or gentle scenery, grandeur and softness combined, than 
greets the eye within this vast encircling horizon, untrodden hills 
frowning upon rose-embowered homes. On the outskirts of the 
village are the stately residences of some of the cattle kings of 
the country, who for nearly half a century have lorded it over 
vast ranges, dividing the mountains among themselves with im: 
perial edict, and forcing those who aesired homesteads to vacate 
or sell out. T~is i1? a great sheep and cattle country. Colossal 
fortunes have been made, and a ki~d of feudal authority . estab
lished, and some blood has been spilt. One of these tragic 
affairs occurred the day before I entered the valley. A wealthy 
stockma; was killed by a homesteader. There are two sides to 
the matter, of course, but it shows the tumultuous state of society. 
There are, I believe, more law suits to the square mile in this 
county than in any other part of the state. Judge Whitney had 
one hundred and twenty cases on the docket the last term. This 
is the contribution of Round Valley to the court-business for one 
session. 

However, there is improvement. The good old days of the 
land-barons are passing. Settlers are coming in. Values are 
increasing. Homes are multiplying. Some anticipated trouble 
at the lectures. But nothing has occurred, although a few of the 
Christians feel pretty bitter to think that an Infidel should 
dare to cross the mountains and scatter the seed of progress and 
knowledge in this hitherto secluded spot. There is one church 
here, the Presbyterian, and it has ruled without opposition, has 
had strawberry festivals, raffies, lotteries, and everything else its 
own way. It don't want to be disturbed. The last minister they 
had was a pretty good fellow, they say. He would look on 'at a 
danceand play ball on Sunday when church was over. I do not 
think the present illcumbentwould do anything of the kind. He 
is pre-eminently a proper minister. He sits opposite me at the 
hotel table, and I can vouch for his clerical conduct. He is of 
unbending dignity, and truly r~presents the creed. He is per
fectly satisfied with for~ordination, and that the number of the 
damned cannot be made greater or less by any human endeavor. 
He will play upon the golden harp with unequivocal delight. 

Some of the Christians have expressed their abhorrence of 
Freethought by plastering mud over the bills announcing the 
lectures. Whether their mud-slinging will amount to anything 
else remains to be seen. I understand that two clergymen have 
been imported from Ukiah to speak on Sunday evening. 
Whether they have brought any kerosene lamps with 'which to 
enforce their argument I do not know. But the free spirit of 
nature, of humanity, and civilization is not .. wanting in this. 
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mountain land. A majority of the' people are undoubtedly 
Liberal. Many are indifferen't, some are afraid, butthere are a 
few willing to let their convictions' be known, who believe in 
honest .doubt, and desire to make the world better than it is, not 
by superstition, but by truth. 

Ira C. Hoxie was the first to greet me, and it was by his 
earnest correspondence that I was induced to enter this remote 
field. I felt there must be some good where so much enthusiasm 
for Freethought was exhibited. Mr. Hoxie is an old citizen, 
honored by all. He is postmaster, and will continue so if the 
good will and confidence of his neighbors, Republican and. 
Democratic alike, is of any avail. He stands frankly by his con-' 
victions, but has not an unkind word for those who think dif
ferently. He is willing to be of the" forlorn hope" if that is the 
only way to victory. No present defeat would chill the ardor of 
his spirit. 

Mr. Louis Lobree, merchant, is also a staunch suppo~ter, and 
with him his wife, who has no particle of superstition and delights 
in progressive ideas. The .little children, too, who came to the 
lectures, drink in the spirit of liberty. The baby is in dreamland 
most of the time, but I don't believe it is haunted by any ghosts. 
It is a pleasure to meet with these generous allies, who take life 
:"vith such cheerful and intelligent minds. 

Mr. H. T. Tanney is also ready to take the" laboring oar" 
and row up the stream, and his wife has no fear of standing at 
the post of duty, or doing pioneer work if necessary. They are 
beth old friends VIa the columns of the Truth S::!eker. They 
brought the children also, and so Freethought sp()ke to the coming 
generation, .whose bright· looks are a promise of the" good time 
coming." 

P. A. Duell is the sturdy farmer who can make the wilderness 
blossom like the rose. From nature's heart he takes only the 
tru~ and progressive-the sunlight, and not the darkness. He is 
well-known for his pronounced Liberalism, and is big enough to 
stand all the assaults of the enemy. He is a comrade whom one 
C.ln tie to, and find no signs of failure in head or heart. 

Mr: Frank Youree, proprietor of the Rink Hall, generously 
donated the use of the hall for the lectures. He himself is Lib
eral-minded. believes in listening to both sides, and giving to all 
p:uties fair play. This is everything that can be desired for the 
prociress of Secular ideas. If people will come and hear, half of 
the battle is won. 

I find pleasant sojourn at the Gibson House, where Mr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Buell make entertainment for the traveler. Although 
not pronounced in Liberalism, and kindly disposed to all creeds, 
they have a pretty broad faith in this world, and are much more 
in favor of giving a good square meal than o( saying grace. 

John Beaumont is here, and he has made more than a (( Sab
blth day's journey" to be on hand.· He is not afraid to ask for 
subscribers to FREETHOUGHT whenever he gets a chance. It gives 
renewed courage to meet so uncompromising a supporter. He 
has added quit~ a number to the list of FREETHOUGHT, and with 
such energetic campaigners there's hope, no matter how rough 
the way, or how many falter when the real fight comes on. 

My young friend \Vm. Whitney has helped to make my stay 
enjoyable.. He is in the ranks of Freethought, with more back
bone than some soldiers of older growth. He is the right kind 
of a young America, who sees something more in life than old 
women's tales and Sunday-school .picnics. I was sorry not to 
make the acquaintance of Dr. Geo. J. Brown, who was away on 
my arrival. He is ~ s~~ur~ch Lil?~raJ al1d r~.ldy to be counted. 

And so are others-Andrew Dick, Ezra Smith~ N. J. Purcell, 
H. N. Barney, Judge Whitney, Attorney Chambers, etc. I have 
found warm-hearted friends in this isolated land over which the 
dreamy future hovers with many a bright possibilitf. This land 
is indeed as rich as Canaan. It flows with milk and honey. Al
most every fruit can be raised. The soil and climate are excel
lent. It has a coal mine which may, some day, attract the iron 
horse. The sheep and cattle make this their home. Some of 
the best horses in California have been reared in this valley. A 
flour mill has just been put up with fine machinery. The Indian 
Reservation is close by, and the war dance mingles with the light 
of civilization, but the whoop has died away upon the hills, and 
the fierce son of the forest is as gentle as the sucking dove. 
Quietly Covelo pursues the path of advancement. 

My friend Hoxie at one time owned half of the village and 
yet he was not so very much of a monopolist, for he only owned 
his own dwelling and the livery stable. I took dinner with him 
on Sunday. He has a pleasant family, of scriptural dimensions. 
·1 do not remember now how many children he has, and he some
times forgets, but they are all, down to the jolly baby, bright. 
healthful, and not much in the shadow of the old faith. They 
belong to the new. Hoxie has seen many ups and downs, but 
he has always been a true philosopher, whether camping on the 
cold mountain, driving a pack-mule, herding sheep, or sorting 
Uncle Sam's mail. He doesn't expect to be rich, but he means 
to have a good time in this world, and not cross any bridge until 
he gets to it. 

As to the lectures, they were well attended, considering that 
the old women of both sexes were on the alert to keep the faithful 
away, and the weak-kneed Liberal-and with considerable suc
cess. I did not have as large audiences as I expected. It was 
a constant struggle to maintain our own, but I gave the four lec
tures. The audiences were good in quality, and representative 
.of the most cultivated portion of the community. John Beau
mont, who knows the proclivities of the county, wondered that. I 
ventured into such an unpromising land. But the deed has been 
done and I am well satisfied with the result. Our friends on 
this wilderness line have blazed the pathway of progress splen
didly. They have shown indomitable pluck, and not on any 
account would I have mi~sed my visit to this beatiful valley, where 
the heart is beating to the music of a golden to-morrow. I thank 
my friends here for their courageous ardor, and all along the line 
they shall find a responsive cheer to their gallant movement. 

Monday morning, in the sunshine glittering like a diamond 
everywhere and making the mountain-tops all aglow, and the 
foliage like overarching jewels, and the caverns of the forest like 
soft, radiant chambers where one might dream, beneath the 
whispering pines, of the new gods and fairies of love which man's 
exalted brain shall make for his brighter generations, through the 
vast panoramas--the sweeping hills, the deep-down gulfs of 
green and gray, the silver shining rivulet, the crystal fountains, 
the spangled fields-I ascend and descend and wind along from 
Covelo to Laytonville, where I arrive in the middle of the after
noon, scarcely wearied with the long ride, so attractive were the 
scenes of the journey, 'far and near, now narrowing to shady vistas, 
and anon spreading a hundred miles away. I must thank my 
companionable drivers who entertained me, their only passenger, 
with stories of the olden time-of war and hunt, of Indian and 
bear, of heroism and crime-legends mingling delightfully \vith 
the unique and charming pictures of the winding way.' E. A. 
Robinson and \V. M Smith are the names of my genial com
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panions, and I shall always remember my trip with them over 
the mountain land, and especially the fact that they divided their 
lunch with me, and supplied the place of a hotel with generous 
comradeship, for all the way from Covelo to Laytonville there is 
not a single place for the traveler to meet the wants of an ever
increasing appetite. 

All night long, in the glorious moonlight and splendid dawn, 
I ride from Laytonville to Ukiah. Occasionally I nod and almost 
tumble off my seat as the wagon gives an extra jolt where the 
winter floods have left their hollow imprint. Nature's most al
luring visions and sweetest face cannot keep the wakeful spirit 
always in the eyelids. They will droop and emulate the moon
light that"sleeps upon yon bank." As we drew on through the 
vast arches, toward the chambers of morning, the picture was 
certainly one of ineffable glory. On one side glowed the brilliant 
evening star and opposite the still more lustrous morning star, 
and between hung the argent, paling moon, for right beneath it 
the sea of dawn was beginning to flame. All around were the 
huge hills, the shaggy forests, and vast valleys sweeping down 
towards the ocean that, only a few miles away, was faintly glitter
ing in the gathe~ing mist. . 

J. O'Neil was my traveling companion from Cahto. He has 
been living in Humboldt county and now returns to Hopland, 
where his sons live, who, I think, are of our Liberal host. At 
any rate my veteran friend said that the ministers had been trying 
all the year to get him to join the church but he would not. So 
he is on the right side, 

I just had a hand-shake with McCO\ven as I passed through 
Ukiah. Tuesday evening at sunset I arrive at San Francisco, 
just in time to hear the songs of the Salvation army in front of 
FREETHOUGHT office. SAMUEL P. PUTNA!ii. 

RELIGION, POLI'l'ICS, AND CRIME. 

There is a painful cowardice on the part of the daily press re
garding the Cronin murder in Chicago, and the secret of it is that 
the criminals are Catholics and politicians. Mr. Alexander Sul
1ivan, under bail charged with complicity in the murder, is a man 
with as vile a reputation as could be well imagined. His record 
includes an arrest for arson, two defalcations in federal offices, 
one'murder and an attempt at another, and an indictment for 
embezzlement of funds raised for the cause of Ireland and lost at 
gambling. Sullivan and one Eagan owned a large Irish vote, 
and sold it to the highest bidder, in return for which Sullivan re
ceived the shekels and Eagan the office. These men are promi
nent in a secret society called the Clan-na-Gael, the object of 
which is divulged only when some one who incurs its ill-will is 
put out of th~ way by murder. 

In view of all these facts, it is surprising that any American 
newspaper could be found to defend a man like Sullivan; but 
not only are such papers found, but those which dare to speak 
against him are the exception. As before stated, the reason why 
this is so· is because Sullivan is a Catholic and a politician. The 
only non-Catholic in the outfit is one Woodruff, and upon him 
all the abuse is heaped, while Sullivan and his co-religionists are 
defended against every accusation, whether true or not. 

The Cronin murderers are classed with the Anarchists, but 
they do not deserve that distinction. The Anarchists did not 
assassinate. When the Anarchists were accused every wild and 
extravagant tale told against them was paraded as the truth; they 
had no defenders among those who now plead in behalf of Cro
nin's alleged assassins. They were not Catholics and they had 

no political influence, so far, at least, as the accused men were 
concerned. There were Catholic Anarchists, but they were never 
arrested. One of these, a man of such violent speech that he 
was dubbed" Dynamite" Ducey, belonged to the Catholi<.; church, 
and boasted that that fact gave him indemnity from arrest, as 
undoubtedly it did. Sullivan may be innocent, though his record 
is against him. There certainly ought not to be in this case a 
manufactured public sentiment sufficient to acquit him if guilty, 
as in the case of the Anarchists there was a public sentiment that 
would have hanged them whether guilty or not. 

uWHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED." 

In 1887 the Rev. Justin D. Fulton, D.D., of Brooklyn,'N. Y., 
wrote a book with the above title, and gave his manuscript into 
the hands of the printers. The firm who had taken the contract 
to publish the book soon found that they were liable to prosecu
tion if !hey went on with the work, and refused to proceed, which 
action left the Rev. Mr. Fulton in the unenviable light of the 
writer of matter unfit for publication. In his dilemma Dr. Ful
ton appealed to Anthony Comstock, and that functionary assured 
him that if he attempted to sell the work he would undoubtedly 
be prosecuted. Dr. Fulton thought it a shame that the barbarities 
and immoralities of the Catholic church could not be shown up 
unless a writer was ready to stand fine and imprisonment, but he 
was forced to submit. Nevertheless he got the book out, ex
purgating it somewhat, but leaving the facts about as they stood 
before, while much that the author wished to say is all the more 
apparent becaus~ covered up. 

This book has been before the public for a year, and in spite 
of the fact that no book-seller who has a Catholic customer would 
dare to expose it for sale on his counters, it has reached a circula
tion of twenty-five thousand copies~ Nothing, probably, since 
Boccaccio, has so completly exposed the interior workings of the 
confessional and the nunnery. Catholics ought to read it. ' It 
shows up the moral aspect as Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the 
Pope" does the political aspect of the Roman church. The price, 
$1.50, is calculated to keep it out of the hands of those who might 
be injured by it, if such there are. We shall be glad to help cir
culate the work. 

'l'HE EVIL A'l' 'l'HE ROO'l'. 

The Chronicle is always in favor of violent measures. Last 
week we noted that the editor desired that the Rev Mr. Schwein
furth, of Rockford, Ill., should be ridden upon a sharp rail by 
way of testing his divinity. We pointed out then that such a test 
would destroy any professed divinity known to the world, as the 
physical test was tried upon Jesus Christ, who failed under it. 
Superstition cannot be overcome by persecution, but people may 
be convinced by argument and demonstration that there is no 
such thing as divinity, nor ever was. Then they will cease to 
believe in the Rockford savior or any other savior, and super
natural claims will need no refutation because no one will accept 
them. 

This \,-eek the Chronicle would turn its engine of destruction 
against the" faith-cure charlatans,' and recommends that a law 
be passed to reach them. This is another case where the law. 
could do no good, but on 'the contrary would do a great deal of 
harm. To persecute fanatics is to propagate fanaticism. The 
way to get rid of this faith-cure charlatanism is to go at the root 
and destroy the credulity upon which it is founded. It is just as 
reasonable that faith should save the body as that it should save 
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the soul. Let it be made known to all men and women that 
faith is a delusion, that all those in the faith business are im
postors, and short work would be made of the particular im
postors whom the Chronicle condemns. They are all tarred 
with t~e same stick, however, from Lourdes and Knock to 
Allegheny City and Los Angeles, and the material on which they 
feed is the superstition taught in every church. Destroy the 
superstition and the faith-cure will die a natural death. Laws 
on the subject would not be just, even if they proved effective. 

THE CHEERFUL GIVER. 

One of the most steadfast Freethinkers on this coast is Mr. H. 
L. Shaug, of Del Mar. When it· was proposed that those who 
could afford to should make up a guarantee fund of $20 each to 
insure the continued publication of FREETHOUGHT, Mr. Shaug 
wrote briefly: "I am onto it." 

Another communication just received is as follows: 
To th~ Editors of Freethoug1zt: 

This being pay day..all around, with me, to the various Infidel papers, 
magazines, etc., of which I am a patron, you will please find inclosed 
$22-$20 to redeem my pledge to FREETHOUGHT, and $2 for yearly 
subscription. I trust that this will make me solid, financially, for the 
ensuing year, and cancel all my former arrangements made with the 
band on high, for harps, hallelujahs, crowns, halos, and any or all of 
the paraphernalia in stock and for sale on the corner of St. Gabriel st., 
N. J. (New "Jerusalem) that I may have had, or acquired by heredity or 
force of superstition during my infancy. I bequeath the same to the 
Revs. Jones, Moody, Braden & Co., for their own use and benefit; and 
let them" bust.". • H. L.. SHAUG. 

At· this dull season of the year with us, when people are think
ing more of saving their crops than anything else, these" extras" 
fill a want that is keenly felt, and Brother Shaug is hereby assured 
that he has put us under a debt of gratitude that will never be 
canceled, though we might be able to repay it with interest. 

OUR LOCAL SOCIETY. 

The meetings of the Freethought Society at Union Square 
Hall are drawing very good audiences, considering the lack of 
advertising or any special endeavor to crowd the house. The 
hall is not large, but it is filled. There are able addresses and 
lively discussions, good music on occasions, and pleasant greet
ings and acquaintanceships. The only. thing. in fact, that these 
meetings lack is suffic~ent financial support to defray the necessary 
expenses. The hall rent, which amounts to $20 per month, is 
now raised by the uncertain method known as a collection. This, 
perhaps, is the best way practicable to collect the coin, but people 
sometimes become careless of the necessities of the occasion, and 
omit to contribute as generously as they should. For instance, 
last Sunday night an audience numbering eighty or one hundred 
contributed $3.1 S. This is not flattering to the generosity .of 
those present. A meeting that is worth attending is worth sup
porting with a donation of two-bits. We suggest, by way of ex
periment, that visitors who can afford it contribute that amount 
and help along the cause. 

A SUGGESTION TO FRIENDS. 

If those who have made up their minds to do something 

toward the support of FREETHOUGHT, and who have not as yet 

put their intentions into practical effect, can find it .conv~nient to 

do so now, while the dull season is upon us, their help will be 

doubly acceptable. 

THE POPE AND BRUNO. 

Pope Leo continues to wail over the Bruno statue. In his 
latest allocution, after bemoaning the general drift of things, he 
says: 

" Such a pitch has now been reached that in this city, before our very 
eyes, wicked men have been suffered to inflict a lasting insult on the re
ligion of Jesus Christ by raising a statue (an honor due only to virtue) to 
an apostate." 

His holiness, it will be seen, speaks of those who raised Bruno's 
statue as "wicked men." Why did he not give his opinion of 
those who burnt the philosophcr at the stake? One would judge 
from his remarks that honoring a man was a trifle more execrable 
than murdering him. He also regards the monument as an in
sult to Jesus Christ. It seems to us that Christ and Bruno, if 
they should meet in the great elsewhere, might extend the hand 
of sympathy to each other. One was an apostate Jew, the other 
an apostate Catholic, and both were put to death by religious 
bigotry. Fortunately for the memory of Bruno there is no mi
tered harlequin calling himself pope, who pretends to speak in 
his name. It is no wonder that Leo XIII. does not like to have 
the statue before his eyes. He must feel something like a mur
derer haunted by the ghost of his victim. From present appear

. ances, however, he will have to stand it or emigrate. 

WHAT can equal the cruel deceit of parents who teach their 
children that a heavenly father holds them in the hollow of his 
hand? Says the Twentieth Century: "A pitiful story comes 
from the Johnstown disaster. When a mother put her little Bes
sie on a slight raft to float away on the flood, rather than have 
her drowned like a rat in the house, the little one said: 'Mamma, 
you've always told me God would take care of me. Will he 
take care of me now? ' The mother said: 'Yes, dear, GOQ will 
take care of you.' And then the child floatcd away and was. 
drowned, with thousands of others." There are a hundred 
thousand men in the United States who draw salaries for no other 
service than preaching this stupenduous fraud, and they will keep 
doing so as long as fools pay the salary. 

THE errant George Chainey has turned up in England. The 
editor of the Agnostic Journal says: "George Chainey, of 
America, has called upon us--a. man of strongly individualized 
physiognomy and singularly eloquent eyes and mouth. Misled 
by certain American journals, we stated some weeks ago that 
Mr. Chainey had ' found Jesus;' but he assures us that he has 
not found that personage, and that he has not even looked for 
him. Mr. Chainey is engaged upon a work dealing with Joan 
of Are, and is in good health and equable spirits." We don't be
lieve there is any good authority as to Mr. Chainey's religious 
status, not even Mr. Chainey himself. 

THE Chicago Secular Union, we note, has presented its worthy 
president, E. A. Stevens, with a beautiful and valuable gold 
watch as a token of appreciation for his efficient 1ab.ors. The 
compliment is deserved. Those who have the welfare of the 
cause at heart could wish for no better consummation than that a 
man like Mr. Stevens might be raised up in every city in the 
Union as a standard-bearer of Liberalism. No other word will 
express it. He is a hero. 

WE have not received our valued exchange, the Golden Gate, 
for two weeks, and the suspicion is harrowing us that we have said 
something that has caused Brother Owen to take FREETHOUGHT 
off his list. 
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THE Carrier Dove thus states the six theses of Spiritualism: 
_" 1st, Fatherhood of God; 2d; Brotherhood of man; 3d, Conti
nuity of life; 4th, 'Spirit communion; 5th, Personal responsibility; 
6th, Eternal progression." Fortunately there are no penalties 
for disbelief in any of the above propositions. 

THE Beacon, a small paper devoted to "free thought, free 
speech, and social reform," is published at San Diego, J. D. 
SteeB, editor. It seeks to reform our defective political system. 

"THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY," one of Mr. S. P. Putnam's best 
lectures, is published in a handsome pamphlet. The price is 
10 cents, and the work may be obtained by addressing this office. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Archbishop Riordan conducted services in ·the San Quentin 
Penitentiary last Sunday. He found 600 Catholics for a congre
gation.--California wines are having a hard fight for first place 
in New York. Owing to high railroad charges across the conti
nent, French wines can be imported, duty paid, so as to under
sell the California product.--A girl at Rincon, near Pomona, 
has begun suit against a wealthy rancher to recover $1,500 dam
ages for kisses inflicted upon her against her will by the defend
ant.--About a month ago a bale of hay dropped upon the 
head of James B. Hill, breaking his neck. The doctors made 
an incision in the back of the neck and removed two of the 
vertebrae-in spite of which Mr. Hill is alive at the present writ
ing, though likely to die at any moment. The case has attracted 
much attention.--A fire believed to be incendiary destroyed 
over $50,000 worth of property in Vancouver, W. T., June 22. 
--The total amount of money collected in San Francisco 
for the Johnstown and Seattle sufferers up to June 23 was $76,
484. Of this sum $50,000 has been sent to Pennsylvania, and 
$20,000 to Seattle.-. -The Rev. Dr. Phillips Brooks, the great 
Boston preacher, is in the city. He reports that Christianity is 
progressing in the East.--Last week there :were only 90 deaths 
in San Francisco against 120 for the corresponding week in 
1888. 

Twenty-five thousand people are living on charity at J ohns
town, Pa. It is believed that some of these are impostors, and 
the commissaries are to be reduced.--The coming prize fight 
between Sullivan and Kilrain is attracting publie attention to a 
disreputable extent.--Bob Younger, the bank· robber and 
bandit, under a life sentence at Stillwater, Minn., is seeking re
lease on account of his health. He is said to be nearly dead with 
consumption.--There are no new developments in the Cronin 
case at Chicago, except that the pope is reported to have con
demI?-ed the Clan-na-Gael.--The wife of ex-President. Hayes 
suffered a stroke of paralysis and died Tuesday, June 25.· 
--The convention of the North American Turnerband at 
Cincinnati is attended by about 1200 delegates.--President 
Harrison and family are at Cape May.--Rhode Island has- re
jected its prohibitory amendment.--The four men who robbed 
the Atlantic and Pacific express last April have been sentenced 
to twenty-five years each in the Territorial prison of Arizona, at 
Yuma.--Simon Cameron, the Pennsylvania senator, is near 
death.--Arizona and New Mexico are agitating for statehood. 
--Father Marcil, who with his congregation of 700 was some
time since excommunicated by Archbishop Ireland at Red Lake 
Falls, Minn., has decided to go to Rome and argue his case 
before the pope.--Three hundred and forty-nve· Mormon 
proselytes landed at Castle Garden June 20, on their way to 
Utah.--The Rev. William E. Howard, of New York, con
victed of grand larceny in connection with the Electric Sugar 
Refining Company frauds, has been sentenced to nine years and 
eight months' imprisonment at hard labor. 

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone will celebrate their golden 
wedding July 25.--Inventor Edison is the lion of the Paris 
exposition. His electrical devices occupy one-third of the entire 
space allotted to America.--Mgr. Persico, according to the 
Pall Mall Gazette, reports to the pope that he has proofs of the 
intention of the Irish to kill him should he return to Ireland. 

OBSIlRVATI9NS.. 

Last Saturday morning I received a note from P. O. Chilstrom, 
Esq., mailed in· Santa Rosa, stating with deep regret that he was 
unable. to so control circumstances as to be with us the following 
Sunday evening and deliver his address before the Freethought 
Society on "Our Destiny," as previously an~ounced. Thus it 
happened th~t Mr. H. L. Knight was applied to and kindly con;. 
sented to occupy the platform. On week days Mr. Knight fills 
the editorial chair of the Political Record, a paper devoted to 
politics simplified, purified, and digni~ed.. He was attending to 
these processes when I dropped in -on -him Saturday afternoon 
and engaged him to speak. Mr. Knight has an active brain that 
is always thinking up things to say,so that he needs no prepara
tion for a lecture. He merely connects his thinker with the 
organs of speech a.nd lets the ideas emerge. . . 

Vice-President Eastman presided, and previous to the literary 
exercises Professor Schultheis. p!ayed. "Ii Trovatore" on· the 
piano.·· There is no need to say that he played it well. I might 
remark, however; that Mr. Schultheis is a music teacher, and 
that' if friends of the society can see their way clear to put pupils 
under his tuition they will be returning good for good. He at
tends the3e meetings and offers his services voluntarily whenever 
his engagements wiII permit, and a little patronage from those 
who are benefited by his generosity.w·ould be a most appropriate 
expression of thanks. 

Mr. Knight opened his address by saying that he had been 
fifty-eight years in the Freethought ·ranks, having inaugurated the 

. propaganda at a tender age. When· he was a boy hell was a 
reality, and infants not ~ span long were going there daily. He 
had lived to see the idea of hell pass, as a picture fades and dis
appears. Mr. Knight made a good· Freethought speech and 
everybody was with him until near the close, when he declared 
his earnest belief in the existence of a "personal, wise, just, and 
good God," and in a life beyond this, which would be happy or 
unhappy according to the deeds done, in the body. He said: 

." Among the advocates of Freethought, pure and simple God 
has a vast majority. ForaH the eloquence of Ingersoll, a~d the 

. science of Huxley and Buchner, but few have yet resigned them
selves to live without God in· the world. Atheism is lonesome 
and you may count its votaries on your fingers, almost· and 
however confident Atheism may be that it.alone is rational 'there 

. are Deists who do not fear the ordeal of debate but wili stand 
up against the foremost for a Father. for this w~rld a God for 
man to worship and adore. Yes, a personal God, ~vho knows 
himself, the universe. and man, and delights to st.!e them all 
happy in doing what is just and right." . 

The speaker then proceeded to argue for the existerice of .f a 
human soul that will not die with what we call death but live ao-ain 
to know that God approves qf it, and to be happy in'that thoug;lt." 
Such thoughts as these, Mr. Knight believed, ennobled and in
spired mankind to the highest purpose of human life. In con
clusion Mr. Knight said that he \vas prepared to maintain the 
fOTf~going· propositions in debate with the ablest tono-ues and 
pens. He did not wi~h it to be understood that Athei5~ was the 
sole refuge of Freethought. "God and Liberty" was not yet an 
obsolete phrase. He was for God and Freethought, one and in
separable, because God is for Freethought, and Freethollght would 
never fail to illustrate and vindicate God. He the speaker was 
getting along in years and approaching the· ~nd of this ,;orld. 
He could have no object in misrepresenting himself and didn't 
wish to deny his maker whom he expected to meet s~on. 

During its delivery Mr. Knight's ,address evoked numerous 
ironical comments from persons in the audience and at its close 
a.general feeling.wa~ prevalent that somebody o~ght to set him 
nght. A collectIOn mtervened;·nowever, iriterspersed with music 
by Mr. Pingree, and then the Chair said the question was open
to discussion. .-

Mr. Paddon led- in the debate. In his view'the notion that a 
. personal God ruled the aggregate of nature was most absurd 

He saw no evidence of any such ruler, but even if there wer~ 
one we could not regard him -as "good, wise, and just." A good 
God would not permit the suffering which we see all around
the disasters by fire and flood. A wise God would not allow ig_ 
norance to be the rule and ·knowledge the exception, as experi

. . 
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ence shows to be the case; and a God who would let the good 
perish and the wicked survive---,-who would allow the innocent to 
suffer for the guilty--was not in any sense a just God, but, on 
the contrary, one of the worst monsters of which the human mind 
could conceive. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis was a trifle sarcastic in his criticisms of the 
speaker. He said he had not been in the field so long as Mr. 
Knight, but he had labored for fifty rears in the cause of Free
thought, and if in that time he had got no farther away from 
orthodoxy than the speaker of the evening, he should think he 
had lived in vain. .There were two methods of thought in vogue. 
One was to ascertain facts, and upon them to build a theory; the 
other was to start .with a theory and hold to it regardless of all 
facts which might contradict it. The latter method had been 
adopted by Mr. Knight. Mr. Curtis inti~ated that Mr. Knight 
had misstated the truth with regard to universal belief in God and 
a future life. There were tribes who had no such belief, and· 
there were religions which did not teach it as set forth by the 
speaker. Buddhism, for instance, which had more followers 
than any other religion, was without a supreme being and did 
not teach any life beyond this earth. \Vhen the soul left this 
world it entered nirvana or nothingness. Brahmanism, another 
great religion, had no personal deity or personal immortality. 
Thus Mr. Knight's conclusion drawn from the alleged universal 
belief in these things was without foundation. Mr. Curtis went 
on to say that Mr. Knight was indeed growing old. He was in 
the sere and yellow leaf mentally as well as physically. As the 
bodily powers decayed the mind relaxed. It felt no longer capa
ble of grappling with the problems of life, and so surrendered 
itself to the teachings of childhood and amused itself again with 
the fairy tales which beguiled its infancy. . 

Mr. Knight was invited to close the discussion. He replied 
that he had not heard anything to change his belief. For igno
rant man to question the ways of the all-wise was like a savage 
criticising the mech~nism of a locomotive. As he previously re
marked, he would like to meetthe ablest Agnostics and Atheists 
in discussion and settle the question. A listener here opened the 
debate by asking Mr. Knight a question, and the Chair was 
obliged to adjourn the meeting in order to induce the disputants 
to break away. 

This was decided, by all competent to judge such questions, 
to be the liveliest meeting as yet held by the San Francisco Free
thought Society. Therewas a touch of the Liberal Club about it. 

I am sometimes concerned to know what the eastern part of 
the country is going to do for Freethought lecturers if some way 
is not soon devised to check the exodus toward this coast. In 
1887, when Mr. Putnam and myself took a pilgrim car for San 
Francisco, there was but one solitary "Ingersoll of the \Vest" 
between Puget Sound and the Gulf of California, and he was at 
that time enjoying a vacation. The changed aspect of affairs 
now attracts the attention of all. First came Mr, C. B. Rey
nolds, who shortly returned for Mrs. Reynolds, also an able lect
urer, and both have located at Walla Walla. Then came Mr. 
B. F. Underwood, of Chicago, who is making his second visit 
within the year. Prof. W. S. Bell got the Western fever, and 
came later. He promises to locate permanently. Mr. Geo. H. 
Dawes, of Pittsville, Wis., will be abroad in Oregon shortly as a 
school-teacher, ~nd he is prepared to lecture evenings and Sun
days. Prof. W. F. Jamieson, too, announces that after the first 
of November he will fill engagements on the coast. Nor is this 
all. The eloquent Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, ~f Kansas City, is to 
be with us later on. Furthermore, circling about among the 
hills and other natural scenery, will be observed this summer 
the altitudinarian form of Professor Seymour on the trail of in
temperance and superstition. I might add, ong passong, as 
they say in England, that Mr. Putnam has about seventy-five or 
eighty engagements ahead of him. 

This alarming drift westward in '89 is not wholly without a 
precedent, since there is said to have been a trend of emigration 
hitherward in '49. but that was a mere tendency compared to 
the present Ifush, which leaves the eastern borders at the mercy 
of the enemy, except for the presence of Mr. L. K. Washburn 
and the original Ingersoll of the East, with possibly a few non

professional lecturers. I once thought, in view of the infre
quencyof Infidel exponents on the coast, that I might myself 
renounce the pleasures of life, take vows of poverty and chastity, 
and, secluding myself in the lecture field, become dead to the 
world. The necessity for this appears no longer to exist. The 
want is supplied. The timbered country of the West is full 
of John the Baptists, and I am looking every day for Putnam to 
get a call to go EJ.st and establish a lecture route alonO" the At
lantic coast. The pioneer work might be arduous at fi~st but it 
is the province of the reformer to make the sledding easier for 
those who come after him. M. 

PROFESSOR LADD'S BOOK-"WHAT IS THE BmLE'?" 

Ill. 

On page I 35 the author says of the Hebrews: "There is not 
a particle of evidence to show that they had any other information 
concerning the truths of nature than such as belonged to all their 
contemporaries." 

"The Biblical writers show no signs of having been inspired 
so as to be errorless when treating of physical ~atters; they make 
the mistakes incident to their times." And here occurs one of 
his curious inconsistencies. He says: "The biblical writers 
know no more than others, of the order, laws, and resultants of 
physical causes; but they know that JehoT'ah is the creator and 
Lord of the world, and that all things execute his will in. right
eousness and grace toward Israel, the people of the covenant, 
and toward the people of the whole earth." 

He does not inform us how they know any more about" J e
hovah" than of "physical causes;" or how he comes to know 
that they know. And yet he assumes the fact with great positive
ness. He also assumes God's dealing" toward Israel, the peo
ple of the covenant," and" toward the people of the whole 
earth." It is not· easy to see what difference the" covenant" 
makes, when he deals with" the people of the whole earth," the 
same as with" Israel." 

This, however, is only a digression, and he immediately re
turns to his candid admissions as follows: "The discussion of 
this cosmogony (that of Genesis) began as early as the attempt 
to establIsh the Copernican theory of the solar system. It has 
now become a comparatively mild debate as to how far geology 
and Genesis can be reconciled. In all such debate the main 
conclusions of geology are usually not for a moment questioned 
by the disputing parties; the inquiry is simply raised and argued 
as to how far Genesis may be interpreted so as to accord with 
these conclusions" (p. 136). It would seem that this admission 
covers the whole ground. If the" sacred," "holy," and" in
spired scriptures" have taken so humble a position as to only 
aspire to be in "accord" with uninspired science, it would seem 
about time to stop talking of their" sacred," "holy," and" in
spired" qualities. When orthodoxy surrenders its very citadel, 
it should no longer make a pretense of resistance. As. to the 
biblical account of the flood the author says, "Everything about 
the narrative shows that its author held only the prevalent con
ceptions of his time" (p. 147). 

"The moral and religious doctrine and bearings of the narra
tive should be recognized without the painful feeling that the 
trustworthiness and inspiration of the Hebrew Bible must be vin
dicated by showing the scientific infallibility of the Hebrew 
writer" (p. 148). 

Might not the same thing be said of Greek or Roman mythol
ogyas of Hebrew mythology? The" moral and religious doc
trine of the narrative" of" Mother Hubbard and her dog" have 
been drawn by an ingenious writer, without any attempt" to es
tablish its inspiration," or its" scientific or historic infallibility." 
That Genesis and many other books of the Bible are fiction, is 
now well known to all scholars; why not tell the truth boldly? 

In regard to the miracles of the Bible he says: "The record 
of every miracle is a historical affair. It must be tested by the 
rules by which we judge of all history ....Each miracle may, 
therefore, properly be regarded as a special case requiring a 
special examination" (p. 156). 

"The biblical miracles are not to be regarded as ,rioIations or 
even suspensions of the laws of nature." 
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"Not a few of the biblical miracles merely represent them
selves as what, we should now call extraordinary combinations or 
exaggerations of ordinary physical forces" (p. 158). 

"Still further, the Bible never represents its miraculous occur
rences as though they came about in an absolutely supernatural 
or wholly arbitrary way" (p. 159). 

"The titles by which the biblical miracles are called in the bibli
cal writings· do not, of themselves, signify much more than that 
these events are unaccustomed and notable or astonishing" 
(p. 160). . 

"Nor would the essential value of the biblical miracles and 
the offices they serve be destroyed if the time should come 
when investigation should discover how those miracles came 
about" (p. 165). ' 

"Let it not be forgotten, however, that it is necessary to estab
lish the truthfulness of each of these narratives on grounds that 
are valid for each, and according to the rules of historic inquiry." 

"But the record of a miracle is not itself necessarily a miracle. 
Even the inspired writer, when recording a miracle, may be sub
ject to all the conditions which occasion mistakes in other histori
cal writings." .... " The Bible, however, nowhere claims for 
itself perfect freedom from all historical error" (p. 184). 

With these concessions we may well ask, what is left of the 
reliability of the record of Bible miracles? According to these 
conditions not a miracle of the Bible can be substantiated. Yet 
as the professor is writing" in the interest of faith" he still thinks 
there are some miracles, and that they are "wrought by the 
power of God." But any thoughtful reader who will study his 
chapter on biblical miracles will, I think, come to the conclusion 
that the' author is trying to let the church down easy from an un
tenable position. In fact, this seems to be the aim of the entire 
book. . J. W. NORTH. 

A CHRISTIAN LIE. 

Ministers tell the people that God is their" loving father;" that 
he looks after them with tender care, and 10 Ia Johnstown disaster 
comes to prove that all that they have been telling the people is 
false--cruelly, selfishly false. The plain truth is this: There is 
no power outside of man that cares for man. 

Whether there is a God in the universe or not is an open ques
tion, but whether there is a God who is a "loving father" to man, 
is not an open question. ,That question has been seLtled in the 
negative thousands of times. We challenge the Christian church 
and all of her priests and ministers to show one act of their God 
that manifests the love of a human parent. If God exists he is 
indifferent to man's fate; indifferent to his enjoyment or suffe!ing. 

This last terrible calamity affords a sufficient illustration of the 
divine lack of love or lack of power. Here was a city of nearly 
twenty thousand human beings. Above this city was a body of 
water four or five miles long and over one mile wide, held in its 
place by a dam of earth which had become weakened by heavy 
rains. In a moment, without a sign, this dam gave away and 
thousands of human lives were lost in less than an hour. Was 
God watching over the people of Johnstown with tender care? 
Was he performing the part of a "loving father" to those poor 
people who, without a word of warning, were drowned and 
crushed by the mad waters of that awful flood? 

The pulpit, in the face of this horrible disaster, should blush 
with shame to speak of God's" watchful care over the lives of 
men." How can the Christian explain the absence of his God 
at this place of danger? How can he reconcile his faith 'in 
God's providence with the facts of the Johnstown horror? He 
will ask us to believe that "God's ways are 'past finding out." 
No, they are not. We have found them out. 

And the people are finding. out the ways of the pulpit too. 
Such ways are not to the credit of humanity. 

It is nothing less than lying for a Christian minister to tell his 
poor dupes that God "watches over their lives," and will "pre
serve them from temptation and danger." 

Why not tell the truth? Why not admit the facts? What 
good does it do man to tell him this Christian lie that God is his 
" loving father?" .. We know better, and history has a thousand 
sad pages, stained with human tears, that support this knowledge. 

. L. K. WASHBURN. 

TOO LIBERAL LmERALS. 

To tJu Editors of Fruthougkt: 

I have read nothing lately so fully in accord with my senti
ments as the article by Chas. F. -Blackburn, which appeared 
in FREETHOUGHT, June 15. I fully agree with him in saying 
that the pious frauds and fashionable vagrants, called "min;sters," 
who are eating out the substance of the land, and impoverishing 
thousands, should be exposed on all occasions. 

It seems to me that Liberals generally are too Liberal. They 
are too liberal with people who will not reason honestly, or dis
cuss religious matters with any degree of fairness. They are too 
liberal in giving serious attention to assumptive arid, fallacious 
reasoning, and to creeds and doctrines based upon the unknown 
and unknowable. They are too liberal in their estimate of a 
class of professional impostors, who live in idleness and luxury 
upon the hard earnings of honest and unthinking labor-a pr~y 
upon the sympathies and superstitious fears of women, and tne 
artlessness of innocent and confiding children. The country just 
now seems to be overrun with these puling mendicants, and 
every little town is fully supplied with what might be called rev
erend "dudes." 

This little burgh boasts of having the" boss" hand-shaker-a 
confidential gossip-monger among the unsuspecting and good 
natured people of the place. Another little town has a clergy
man who rides a $140 bicycle-physicians having recommended 
bicycling as "a healthful exercise for ministers." What's the 
matter with the saw-buck and the buck-saw? Another clergy
man lately published a card, thanking friends for presents as 
follows: "Ham, eggs, butter, cakes, fruits, and many other 
edibles too numerous to mention." No wonder the good man 
was, as he said, "too full for utterance." J. C. P. 

Turlock, Cal., June 15, 1889. 

RELIGION AND LABOR. 

It is a fact that religio~s bodies and organizations generally 
cut down wages, particularly of printers. The Second Adventist 
printing concern in Oakland pays its printers but little over half 
Union rates. And the Typographical. Union of this city remon
strates with the Y. M. C. A. for having its work done at a 
notorious "rat" concern here, which gets women to work six 
months for nothing, and then (as a rule) turns them loose, to 
make way for a fresh batch. Turning them loose may, perhaps, 
be understood in more senses than one; for after their little 
means have been exhausted in a supposed acquisition of a sup
posed lucrative handicraft, what can they do (if without means) 
but "turn loose?" And that may be precisely what Jacob 
Bacon, better known as " Deacon Pork," desires, though it may 
be premature to assume it as one of the purposes for which the 
Y. M. C. A. was organized. Intelligent men, however, should 
be held in some degree responsible for their acts; and if, by en
couraging "rat" offices, the Y. M. C. A. promotes prostitution, 
its members have no right to plead the baby act to shield them
selves from criminality. 

It may be that the Y. M. C. A., the Second Adventists, etc., 
consider starvation as a promoter of _piety, taking for their text: 
" J eshuran waxed fat and kicked." And kickers are especially 
objectionable in such organizations. "Fasting and prayer," too, 
are associated as concomitants; and if people won't fast and pray
of their own accord, ''Lhy not (the Y. M. C. A., etc., may reason) 
compel them to fast, so as to compel them to have a good foun
dation for prayer, and thereby save their souls? And as for the 
suffering of their miserable bodies from empty stomachs and 
crowded quarters, that is a trifle which should not be permitted to 
interfere with such grand projects of salvation as the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Second Adventists. Suppose a few hundred thousand 
persons are annually driven to prostitution and crime by low 
wages; what is that when thereby the Y. M. C. A. can acquire 
solid rcal estate and the other concern get people to keep Satur
day, instead of Sunday, holy? Perish the thought that tl:e physical 
welfare of a few million" mudsills" should block the realization 
of such brilliant results I Inspired by such reasoning, the Y. M. 
C. A. will doubtless turn a deaf ear to the request of the Typo": 
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A MODIFICATION. 

'Mr. H. O. Pentecost, of the Twentieth Century, now says: 
"Seeing how my recent statement that some Liberals are very 

illiberal has offended some Liberals I am sorry I said it; not be
cause it is not true, but because I dislike to hurt anyone's feel
ings. I supposed that everyone knet,v it, including the editors of 
the Liberal papers, and it is surprising to notice the asperity with 
which the statement has been resented by my brother editors of 
the Liberal sect." 

We are glad to observe that Mr. Penteco~t is hedging. The 
way he puts his statement now is not the way he put it originally. 
It was printed this .way: 

"The name Liberal describes a number of persons who are 
about as illiberal as it is possible for human beings to be." 
, In this original form the plain reading is that all persons de
scribed as Liberals are illiberal. In his new form the meaning 
is that some Liberals are illiberal. . 

Liberal editors may be supposed to possess as complete 
knowledge of Liberals as Mr. Pentecost-a recent recruit, who 
will have difficulty in persuading the public that he did not sit 
before the mirror when he wrote his definition of Liberal-and 
therefore that they did not agree with Mr. Pentecost may be 
taken as fairly good evidence that he spoke hastily and without 
sufficient information. His last statement, that some Liberals 
are illiberal, is without doubt correct. We know a few ourselves. 
But that is no basis at all for the sweeping assertion made by 
Mr. Pentecost.-The Truth Seeker. 

The Oldest Bank Notes. 

The oldest bank notes are the" flying money," or "convenient 
money," first issued in China 2 697 B.C. Originally these notes 
were issued by the treasury, but experience dictated a change to 
the banks under government inspection and control. The early 
Chinese "greenbacks" were in all essentials similar to the modern 
bank notes, bearing the name of the bank, date of issue, the 
number of note, the signature of the official issuing it, indications 
of its value in figures, in words, and in the pictorial representa
tions in coit:ls or heaps of coins equal in amount to its face value, 
and a notice of the pains and penalties of counterfeiting. Over 
and above all was the laconic exhortation to industry and thrift: 
"Produce all you can; spend with economy." The notes were 
printed in blue ink, on paper made from the fibre of the mul
berry tree. One issue, in I 399 B.C., is still carefully preserved 
in the Asiatic Museum at St. Petersburg.-Albany Times. 

A Lesson of History. " 

The most vigorous and determined effort to regulate the con
duct of the people, directed by the genius of one of the strongest 
men the world has ever known and supported by a victorious 
army, the Puritan commonwealth of England, was a conspicuous 
failure; and it is now admitted that the English people made 
greater progress in civil and religious liberty and the capacity for 
self-government under Charles II. than under Oliver Cromwell. 
The lesson is as valuable to-day as it was two centuries ago.
Providence Journa~. 

A Pictur~ of the Moon. 

A gentleman of this city recently sent one of Taber's enlarge
ments of a photograph of the moon taken at the Lick Ob
servatory by the great telescope to a member of the Royal 
Astronomical Society in London. The recipient acknowledges 
its receipt and speaks in the highest terms of the work of the 
telescope. The photograph is the best the astronomer has ever 
seen. . 

THE Altruist is a monthly paper, partly in phonetic spelling, 
and devoted to common property, united labor, community 
homes, and equal rights to all. It is published by the Altruist 
Community, whose members all live and work together, hold all 
their property in common, and both men and women have equal 
rights in deciding on all their business affairs by their majority 
vote. Fifty cents a year; specimen copy free. Address A. Long- . 
ley, editor, 2 N. 4th st., St. Louis, Mo. . 

BIBLICAL WINE. 

In commenting on the miracle at Cana, Archdeacon Farrar 
co.ntrasts the "genial innocence of Christ's system" with the 
"crushing asceticism of rival systems." By way of reconciling 
this discrepancy de:3p~rate efforts are made to uphold the aston
i.~hing theory that the oinos of the gospel was not fermented 
wine, but syrup. The ruler of the feast at Cana, it seems, ex
pressed his surprise that the best syrup had not been produced 
till the guests had well drank; the accusers of Christ in calling 
him a winebibber meant only that he was a syrup drinker; it 
was on syrup that th~ Corinthians got drunk at the celebration of 
the Lord's 5upper; Paul advised his friends to take a little syrup 
for the stomach's sake, and the. same ap:Btle enjoined the 
church in electing deacons not to cho03e those who were given 
to excess in syrup! . To such paltering with what every one 
educated enough to be a clergyman must know to be the truth 
we rather prefer the preacher who said b:lldly that if Christ were 
again to come on earth and persisted in celebrating the Eucharist 
with wine he would have to be excluded from his own church. 
--GOLDWIN SMITH, in Macmillan's Magazine. 

THESE items are from the Guernsey Advertiser: 
Sydney Smith told a story of L'ldy Cork being so moved by a 

charity sermon that she borrowed a guinea of him to put in the 
plate. But she forgot to put it in, and also to repay the money. 
Of a right reverend bishop he remarked, "He is so like Judas 
that I am quite converted to a belief in the apostolical suc
cession." 

In a small hamlet in the south of England, where old customs 
were kept up, 'it was usual for the minister ne\Ter to commence 
the sermon until the arrival of the squire. On a certain Sunday 
a new minister preached, and, not knowing the rule, com
menced. "When the wicked man-" He was suddenly inter
rupted by the clerk springing up and exclaiming, "Please, sir, he 
has not come yet." ,

The curate of a Devonshire village has been distinguishing 
himself in a novel way. He was called in to privately baptize a 

child, which was unhappiJy illegitimate. On learning the fact, 

this nineteenth century pharisee would not p311ute his delicate 

fingers by touching such a tainted piece of humanity but called 

for a spoon, and therewith poured the consecrated water upon 


. the child as it lay in its cradle. He then poured the water away 

and threw the basin on the stones to break it, but as it proved 

too tough he attacked it with a broom, and so succeeded in 

smashing it. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the followir«'lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Silverton ........ Or., June 22,23, Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, 

Stayton, .......'. " " .... 24, La Grange, Or ....Aug....•... 29, 

Mills City ...... ", ". 25, 26, Union, ....Or. " ........ 30, 

Turner, ... ,. .." " .... 27, Baker City, " Sept, . .. . ... I, 


Eola ...... , ... , " " .... 28, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 

Canby ...•..... " " .. 29, 30 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

Molalla, ....... " July .... 3,4, Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9, 10, 

Kalama ...... W. T.," .. ,6,7, Long Creek ...... " " 11,12, 

Starks Point. \V. T., and vicinity, Hamilton ....•... " " 14,15', 


July 9, 10, II, 12, i3, Monument ...... " 16,17, 
Astoria. , .......Or., July ... 14, Hay Stack ...... "" 18, 
Stella .........• \V. T.," 15,16,17, Lone Rock ...... " " 19,20, 
Oswego .... '" .Or., 18, 19, FossiL ..... , ... ,,, " 21,22, 
Arnold's Grove .. " 20, 21, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Coos county, Or.,July 22 to Aug.4, North Yamhill .. ,Or., Sept•...• 29, 
Coburg. . . .. " Aug, ....... 7, 8, Forest Grove .. ,," " .... 30, 
Leban~n ... ," " .. , ....... 9, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct,3,4,5, 
OlympIa". W.T.," ...... 11,12, 6, 7, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ..... ,13, 14, Linkville .....Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Davenport, " " ....•. 17, 18, Sacramento ......... Ca1., Oct. 20, 
Cheney. " " " ......... 19, San Francisco. •. ...." "27, 
Rosalia. .. " " ...... , .. 20, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Sprague.. " " .....•... 21, of November, 
Pasco. . . . . " " ...•••... 22, San Diego and vicinity the month of 
Dayton ...• W. T., Aug .... 24,25, December. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Testimonial 

To tlu Editors of Frathought: 
Find $2 to apply on my sUbscription. I like the paper; more than 

that, I just admire it and hope I shall be able to take it as long as I 
li~e. Yours truly, MRS. L. P. LANGLEY. 

Santa Barbara. 

Another Friend 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought .' . 
Put my name in your list of friends to FREETllOUGHT. I will give $5 

each year for the support of the paper for five years, provided I live that 
long. 

The Liberals of this coast ought not to claim for themselves much lib. 
erality if the only paper they have should be allowed to dit! for the lack 
of support. MRS. CHRIS SCHOFIELD. 

San Jose. 

Needed In the East. 

To the Editors of Freethought .' 
Inclosed you will find $2 for one year's subscription to your paper, 

which I think is the best I have yet read. It is with pleasure that I read 
of the progress you Liberals are making in the West. Your paper is just 
what we need here in the East-a paper that is an enemy to superstition 
and a friend to humanity. I shall do all that I can to support it. 

Norfolk, Conn. CHAS. W. RENZ. 

A Little Token. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
I have a moment's time this, the Lord's day, to send you a Httle token 

[$5] of my appreciatio~. The books were received and a few distributed. 
_. I am charmed with your paper. There is an appearance of business 

about it. It is not filled with the quarrels of old women and sore-headed 
men. I want something new. Organization and power is what I want 
to see-some institution whereby Infidels who die and have money to be. 
queath may be assured it will be properly handled. Yours truly, 

Babylon, N. Y. P. H. FOSTER. 

Our Fair Young Ally. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
I send you herewith $2 for another new subscriber. I am doing all I 

can to increase your subscription list, and sincerely hope that all other 
Liberals on the Pacific coast are doing the same. I wish I could join 
your noble list of $20 contributors. I am not able to, but I assure you 
that my sympathies are with you. h 

As I happen to have both the books that you offer as premiums for one 
subscriber, I will inclose $1.50 for a small sized Freethought Badge-pin, 
and you can let my premium (50 cents) go to pay the balance due on the 
pin. 

With best wishes for the success of FREETHOUGHT, I remain yours 
most respectfully, ELVA DAVIDSON. 

Oswego, Or. 

Jones on Moral Questions. 

To tJu Editors of Freethought: 
Rev. Sam Jones has departed from your midst, and as he pronounced 

his work their good, the general wish must be·that it remain as he left it, 
in \yhich case he might well be grateful to the good powers that inspired 
and sustained his efforts. He claimed to have converted ten thousand 
souls to ways of virtue; but he said in his last address that" there are 
some church members so good that they are good for nothing," in which 
saying there is a great deal. Now, if those ten thousand converts should 
turn out to be such passive Christians, they had far better remained in 
their former state, wherein their active wickedness was a perpetual in· 
spiration to actively. disposed Christians to uplift their erring fellow· 
mortals. Mr. Jones said, too, that "no living man had any right to an 
opinion on a moral question." In that case, what would become of 
morality.? If the statement be true, then we have equally no right to 
an opinion on an immoral question. Opinion of a thing is what sanctions 
or condemns it; it is either right, or it is not right, and if the public dare 
not say which, who is responsible for its results and consequences? Mr. 

Jones's utterances are suited to the thoughtless sinner, but they cannot 
all be reasoned upon without injuring their logic. Minds that can be 

.alarmed are not going to examine very closely the thing that causes their 
fear if it relates to their future state of being. When we become 
thoroughly civilized we shall not play upon the superstition of men to 
win their bodies to right living; we will dissipate ignorance and sin by 
enlightening the understanding and assisting reason. 1\[. PUUiFU:R. 

San Jose, Cal. 

It Will Bloom in the Spring. 
To the Editors of Fruthougltt.· 

Inclosed find $2 for the renewal of my subscription to FREETHOUGHT. 
I will promise to send $10 additional to my subscription next spring when 
I renew. At present this part of the state is suffering from a reaction 
caused by the recent craze for wildcat town lots, and it is difficult to sell 
any kind of farm produce at a profit. Everything is down to bed-rock 
prices. I read your statement of the financial condition of FREI!TIlOUGIIT. 
I admire the manly independence of your words wl?en you say cc FREE.. 
THOUGHT is not a beggar." Of course not, and there is no call for you 
to work for nothing. If there is a change here for the better (in business), 
I will do more than I said above. I admire FREETHOUGIIT and shall 
always renew my subscription promptly. Yours truly, 

El Monte. A. II. HUYT. 

A Life Sub. 
70 tlu Editors of Freeth 0 ught: 

A copy of FREETIIOUGIlT has arrived. Inclosed find $3, for which 
send me your paper one year, and one each of Remsburg's pamphlets. 

I would like to be one of the number to give you from five to twenty 
dollars per year, but at the present time I am unable to do so and trust 
you will take the will for the deed. Like many others in St. Paul, I in. 
vested heavily in real estate, and now I can lie awake nights and hear 
the interest grow. I see by the labels that several night-blooming 
mortgages that I planted last July are about ready to pick. They are as 

healthy and robust as any I have seen this year, and look as though they 
might go on several years longer carrying the same large, dark-green wad 
of interest they have been wearinl! in the past. 

I am very much pleased with FREETHOUGHT, and hope he will con
tinue to grow right along until he is able to take care of himself and 
parents. You may count on me for a life subscriber: and I will help 
you all I possibly can-if cc my ship comes in." Fraternally, 

St. Paul, Minn. JAS. L. McKELVEY. 

The Hornitos Priest • 
To the Editors of Freethougltt: 

I notice the statement in a late number of FREETJlOUGIIT that" there 
is only one church in Hornitos, the Catholic, and that has an average 
attendance of four, including women and children." I am sorry to say 
it is too true. Don't misunderstand me, please. I mean it is too true 
that we have a church conducted on the so-called Catholic plan, and I 
am sorry that even four should attend it. Were the church closed it 
would be far better for the morals of our little town. Let me explain. 
A few years ago the attendance was very large. A reverend holy scamp 
officiating in it had the wisdom of the snake. He took people by their 
foibles. He introduced music. A bevy of our most respectable young 
ladies, mistaking his intentions, lent their fresh young voices and musical 
talent to what they thought a good cause, regardless of any denomination. 
Soft strains of delicious melodies weekly filled the little church and it 
was not large enough to accommodate all. All of a sudden the reveren(l 
scamp found it necessary to emigrate. Ugly rumors as to his cc morals" 
were spread over the country, and the general feeling was decidedly ad· 
verse to him. 

His successor is nohly supporting the precepts or the Roman Catholic 
church: Per fas d nefas-cc Tell a lie to find the truth," " Do as I say 
and not as I do," etc. He made his d~out by insulting women, trying 
to scare money out of his congregation by selling property not his, i.~., 

lots in a public grave yard, and when refused payment and ordered out 
of doors, he threatened to desecrate a grave by exhuming bodies! A 
priest who preaches charity, poverty, abnegation, and brotherly love, and 
goes to church 'With a revolver stuck in his hip pocket, insults women, 
and refuses burial to dead Christians, is a fit representative of a God who 
threatens to chuck a fellow into eternal fire for the unheard·of crime of 
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not receiving the sacrament of baptism-instituted by whom? By a 
renegade Jew who improved upon a religion by baptizing the founder 
of it. 

No wonder the congregation is limited to four. When the Mexican 
people, the most fanatical nation on earth, desert their chur~h, there must 
be something rotten in its principles. HENRY M. DAIGLE. 

Hornitos, Cal. 

The Watchword 

To tht! Editors of Frt!ethought: 
When Mr. Putnam was lecturing here a~ Boulder Creek, I told him 

that some of these times I would send in: $5 for the benefit of FREE
THOUGHT and for the crushing of organized superstition. Now $5 is only 
one crusher, if I was able I would send in more than one, but I am in' 
hopes that every well-wisher ofliberty will send in at least "one crusher," 
and show the world that ignorance and superstition can be driven from 
the field. It is strange that a bigot will sacrifice more of his wealth to 
defend his prison cell than a Freethinker will to defend his freedom, but, 
nevertheless, such is the case. If the Liberals of the United States would 
rally, and each oile would sacrifice as many nickels for the cause of Free
thought as each bigot sacrifices for the cause of bigotry, they would be 
astonished at the result. This would break the chains of thousands of 
unfortunate slaves, and drive Idle impudence into consternation. 

To tell an editor of a Liberal paper to have courage in his good work 
accomplishes as much as if a steam-engme was told to have courage in 
its good work. It needs fuel, not flattery, and the same holds good for 
the Liberal editor. For this reason I would say to the Liberals of this 
coast: Rally to the support of FREETHOUGHT, and make it the watchword 
and standard of glory. J. D. KAUFMAN. 

Boulder Creek, Cal. 

Once More on the Trail. 

1otht! Editors of Fruthought: 
Bidding all friends adieu in San Francisco, May 28, I took the iron . 

trail for a more congenial climate than that of California during the hot 
summer months, and sped away for the cool forests and bays of Oregon 
and Puget Sound. 

The first day out from Sacramento I noticed in the seat in front of 
mine a heavenly-looking man and woman, with far-away dreamy looks 
in their eyes, and very pale faces. The man had long, curly hair, while 
the woman's was short. Their dress was also peculiar, the woman's be
ing similar to a Catholic nun's; the male biped wore a long duster com
ing nearly to the ground. As the" cut of their jib" was the way we 
used to hear " them~piritua1ists " rated, viz., "short-haired women and 
long-haired men," I was about to "scrape acquaintance" with them, 
when suddenly the train came to a' halt, and" Upper Soda Springs" 
was called out. The place lies close to the foot of Mt. Shasta, and in 
less than one minute the train w.as emptied, and it:; human freight was 
standing around a very large fountain where the sparkling soda water 
boiled up from the earth. Nearly all had their tin cups or mugs, anel 
were dipping and drinking as if it was the last chance of getting" the 
waters of life." There are no man-made, poisonous syrups here, but the 
genuine compound from nature's laboratory, far transcending in flavor 
and healthfulness the swill of the drug stores. This spring water is quite 
sweet, and after drinking, the carbonated gas, or whatever it may be, 
comes up from the stomach, causing the olfactories to tingle with the 
effervescence. "All aboard!" shouts the ticket puncher, and with a 
cupful apiece we all take our seats again in the hot and dusty cars. 
Directly, "twenty minutes for dinner" is called out, and we stop at 
Sissons, nearly 3000 feet abov~ the sea. Here we are all surrounded by 
the snow banks of the grand old Shasta peaks, the hightest being near 
15,000 feet, and apparently one immense mountain of snow. The air 
was so cll!ar that the snow on all sides seemed to be but a few rods 
away, yet long miles intervened between us and "nature's winding 
sheet" around these' glorious peaks. This is one of the grandest rIdes 
on the continent in the hot days, first up the long, winding canyon of the 
Sacramento river, then a draught at the basin of the good old Mother 
Nature for her ice-cold soda, then through the great forests of redwood 
and fir as we climb up the base of Shasta, and last into the embrace of 
her eternal snows. While others were filling up "with the hash of 
mortals," yo~tr humble correspondent was feasting at the table of the 

gods,and drinking in inspiration from the crags and peaks and drifts of 
Shasta. \Ve., are right in the mighty forest. But a few acres have been 
cleared, but 'qUite a town has sprung up, and 75 cents pays for a good 
dinner. But amidst all this natural beauty' and grandeur, which needs 
a poet's pen dipped in the fire of inspiration to describe it properly, I 
heard some strains of "Oh, How I Love Jesus, Bless his Holy Name," and 
going to the platform of the rear car, there I found my heavenly-looking" 
long and short-haired friends holding a camp-meeting, first singing 
some thread-bare hymn, then an urgent exhortation to come to the Lord 
and be washed. None seemed to want to be washed, for all kept in the 
background, but the secret was out. My quondam friends were not 
mediun'1~ for angels to comeback through and make their earthly racket, 
but were Salvation Army folks, bent on plunging us all, into the pool 
of blood drawn from" Immanuel's veins." However, nobody was ready 
for the crimson bath. The old iron horse snorted; the man that feels 
best when he m:l.kes the passenger feel the worst shouted again in his 
peculiar sweet and· melodious voice, "Get aboard," and we were soon 
over the line in Oregon. 

My first appointment for lecture was at Talent in Rogue River valley. 
I found here quite a large organization of Liberals and Spiritualists, with 
a fine large hall built and paid for and dedicated, as its name over the 
door (U. M. L. Hall) indicated, to universal mental liberty. I gave 
three lectures here in this fine hall for 'Freethought, and the house was 
full each time. I met here my radical Spiritual fri~nds, Mr. Willian 
Breese and wife and sis~er, Miss Rossette Waters, Mr. Terrell, wife, and 
daughters, Mr. Dean, and many others whose names I cannot now re
call, but all noble specimens of Fr..!!ethought and modern Liberalism. 
Talent is one of the few oases the itinerant lecturer finds as he travels 
in the desert of superstition and ignorance. 

Mr. Breese is one of nature's noblemen, and very enthusiastic upon 
Spiritualism, the land and labor problem, the marriage question, etc. 
His wife and sister are equally as great workers for the good time com
ing, and speak right out their principles, hit or miss; are both fine 
medlUms with no fraud attached, and yet are not Spiritualists, thinking 
the phenomena may be yet all explained by the laws of psychology, 
r.lagnetism, etc. They have a beautiful and happy home, to which they 
make aU tired and weary lecturers welcome. I found Dr. Schlesinger 
of the Carrier Dove here, but just leaving. Mrs. Waisbrooker of Foun
dation Principles was here for a month some time ago. Professor Bell 
will be here soon, and later S. P. Putnam. , 

My last day at Talent was spent away up in the mountains and giant 
trees of an Oregon forest, my friends having gotten up a little ride and 
picnic for my benefit, and away up nearly to the clouds, among the 
gushing springs and mighty boulders, we had an oyster stew and a straw
berry festival with plenty of choice music. The violin and comet made 
music fit for the spheres, while the echoes from the crags and mountain 
sides took up the glad refrain. As the shades of evening drew on, our 
camp-fires were put out, both hind wheels of our wagon locked, and we 
descended once more to the "haunts of men," tired out with our 
rambles in the upper air. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

BOOKS. 

We hav~for sale at this <;>ffice, among other works: 

"Yone Santo." 50 cents. 
"John Ward, Preacher." 50 cents. 

o. 

"Self-Contradictions oUhe Bible." 15 cents. 
"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 
"Lib~rty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. 15 cents. 
"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbac.h. $2. 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry 'Vard. Price, 50 cents. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. ' 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTION OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND lIIUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 


For Schools and the Home. 


COlllPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

l'rice " ........................ $1 .50 

Address orders to 
L. K. 	\VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

CO.,S. P. TAYLOR & 
Manufilcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, 1v-~ws, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mill:, 


. 414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 
536 CLAY STREET, 

Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

)4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
10 );a.rat GoM. sma~l size Badge Piu .......... :....... 2 00 
14 karat Guld, small size Ba.dge Pin ............... _.. 2 75 
11 karat G'Jlll, small size ~a.dge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 kilrat Gold, Large Badge Pin...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 kl\rat Goill. t:;mal1 Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat G')ld. Sma.l Charm (for watch chain) ....... 450 
III karat Gold, Large Charm (for wat-.:h chain)....... 5 GO 
J4 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Guld. Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

"This Is a full-bodie.l diamond, ret so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never 108e its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. prepaid. and guaranteed as repre
sented or mon..y refuuded, address. 

PUTNAM & l\[ACDONALD. 
5().l Kearny street, San Francisco, CaL 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, a.nd not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it- escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in2:s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 

FRE·ETHOUGHT 

The Theologioal Cauldron. 

A PARODY ON ACT IV, SCENE I, "MACBETH." 
Dramatis Persona:: Three demons of dark

ness.-The Devil's Grandmother. 
SCF.~E: The infernal regions; in the middle a 

boiling cauldron.-Thunder.-Enter three de. 

mons of darkness. 

FIRST DEMON: Thrice old Balaam's ass hath 


brayed, 
SECOND DE~tON: Thrice and once the serpent 

hissed, 
THIRD DEMON: Satan yells: 'Tis time, 'tis time; 
FIRST DEMON: Round about the cauldron go. 

In the poisoned entrails throw, 

Great Jehovah's wrathful froth

Which will do to start our broth

Blood of Jesus, half a gill, 

Certain cure for every ill; 

Kidneys of the holy ghost, 

Scamp who (c)harmt!d St. Mary most. 

All the triune godhead's rot 

Boil thou first i' the charmed pot; 


ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, 
Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 

SECOND DEMON: Adam's navel, Eva's tongue, 
D(·ne with lectures short and long; 
Little skunk from Noah's ark, 
Lice from Egypt caught i' the dark; 
Brimstone from Gomorrah's plain, 
Fingers of the first· born slain, 
Lump of salt from Lot's wife's arm 
Adds perfection to our charm; 
Quail and manna, tempting, sweet, 
Which the Jews refused to eat;
Skull of Moses, fairly sound, 
Which Old Nick at last has found; 
Tears of wretched Job, laid low, 
Which Mephisto caused to flow; 
Blubber cut from Jonah's whale, 
And from Abraham's ram, the tail; 
For a charm of powerful trouble 
Like a hellbroth boil and bubble. 

ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, 

Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 


THIRD DEMON: Tripe from stomachs of the 
Which we drove into the brine, [swine 
Root of fig-tree, bare and.bad, 
Cursed by Christ when he was mali; 
Dried up fish-tail from the place 
Where five thousand once said grace; 
Murderer's scall-', who, tired of vice, 
Went with Christ to paradise; 
Hand that wrote upon the wall, 
And the Duke of Alva's gall; 
Crooked nose of wandering Jew, 
Spittle of the " chosen few," 
Frog and toad from Irish bog, 
Which St. Patrick sent agog; 
Bladder of St. Antony, 

Toes of popes kissed reverently, 

Bits 0' skin from monk and nun 

\Vho on earth had lots of fun

Fan away the awful smell 

With a wing of Gabriel-

Add thereto a deacon's chawdron 

For the ingredients of our cauldron. 


ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, 

Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 


SECOND DEMON: Cool it now with Calvin's 
Then the charm is firm and good. [blood, 
[Enter the Devil's Grandmother, speaking to 

the three demons.] 
Well, you are gentlemen, every inch of it, 
Though born and bred i' the brimstone pit; 
My grandson wished me to come and see 
'Bout this theological potpourri. 
Your master, indeed, has his hawls quite full, 
For business is brisk, though it never was dull; 
Just now he is gaining many recruits 
From theological institutes, 
As well as in churches of every color-
Thanks to dear Darwin and the almighty dollar. 
My blessings upon you! And now, my boys, 
After our labors come pleasures and joys, 
So now about the cauldron sing, 

Like elves and fairies, in a ring 
Enchanting all that you put in. 

Music and a song: "Black spiritl' and white," 
etc. The Demons dance and then vanish whh 
the Devil's Grandmother. H. L. HAELKE. 

~-==-':'::'=:-'.----~-------::::"-"::==":""::-:-::':...::...:-:::: 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of Cali furni a 
that I have JDvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market stred. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is; also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerio:l 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
other than poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wrilten. . Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 

cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNA~l & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND--

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen L 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 


Christian Associa
tion. 


By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTE~N, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $~; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best op~n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. eases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-0ltnce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; . 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hUlltmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; J4-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S.:nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

R I ~\fGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
c~t Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoonsi $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ".30 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

.All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON,. :t of Edinlmrgh. Scot-
I; ~ .'l~r,:.c:~~~;.~r,~ U~~~~~-;l~~~ ';~:l ,";.\i~~, ~I\~ ~,lc?!';~:f~c~~~-e.r~~ 

IU."r·ut., lio:'It·ty. It. I. nc,v••t:II·t1hl~, and ,"cry In.&.ruc&.lve.'' 
& ill the most pollu-ar and compreht:nsive 000& treuting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~c:.YJ'~J~ t!:l~e~~t:!":~ ~n:II!I';:I~: ~1I!~e~ ~~;~ rur~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical.. presentation ot~'~It:<lical COllllllon BenKe" ruedi A 
Valuable 00 invalid!\, l!bowin~ new meani by whICh t l:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crit·cs, aud liternt I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubjecLS especiAlly important to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to Jmow. you kuow," will· find it interestiU Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE J~t introduced, consists of a ~ri.A NEW· 

, of beautiful ~·c>lo.·4."d "Datdlllt~ 

~:,1 ;:y,!fo\~~lll~~.I~~~~:i!~~-<li;~I:n1;;~~ ':~~I~~~~~~~Jf'ct 
w~~~~r A G EN TS K~h~:;;~::"C:?Y;·ff~l~l~h~C~~t~'lCn~lIirn::.; 
hours." Many &6I:ents take 50 or 100 at once, at speciiU rates. ScnMor terms. ' 

.16,~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. ~\ white an4FREE~lut' Cll'culars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(lUJI. MOIUhJJ#. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JllTBRJ.Y WLL PIIB. (0•• 129 (N.) East 28tb St •• l\tW Jork. 


. Temperance and Prohibition, THE IND~PENDENT PULPIT . 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of mOJ:al suasion as opposed liberillism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this offic~ J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

Miners and Millmen Attention I 

BERM'S 


Centrifugal Pulverizer, 


Guarantee;:; to work One Ton 

per hour of the Hardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen. 

-ADDRESS;-· 

H. 'N. 'NALKER, 

ASSAYER, . 

109 Montgomery Block, San Francisco 

In replying to this a.dvert~sement, mention Freeth('ught. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

.• Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA. 

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the most successful (in
specialty) as his }Jractit>.e will 

. surely prove. The 
treats all thofle peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 

:U1tfn~e~;~::f~~:g:~ti~'a~d 
Ignorance of youth.. Those who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book. 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

..&. POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
r!lad by the young for instruc
tion and the affiicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential 
Plain Envelope8 used. The book spoken of sent s~aled 

Address, DR, It. P. FELLOW'S, VINELAND NEW JERSEY' 
1:)ay where you saw trus Advertisement.' . 

[From th~ Wa.~hinltton National View.] , 
T>~. Fellows. of VlD~land, New Jersey offers his Yaluable 

se~Vlces to ~l! those, l~ ,need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillf';1l, phYSICIan, Stnuhar a!1vertisements from unreliable 
practltlODtlrs have been assaIled and exposed. by the press' 
but• .1)r. Fell<?ws, a specialist, in h18 line. stands foremo8t 
in hl~ profeSSion. and. the ~ncomiums showered UDon him 
pubh!lly as we~l .as In private, are .tlattering evidences of 
.the rugh ap~reclatlO~ and confidence bis long and conscien
tious devotlon to hiS specialt,jes in his profession have 110 
justly merited for bim, and it is safe to tn18t rum. 

A Testimonial. 
. WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888 

. DR.~. ,p: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy JOU s~nt 
~ workmg like a cbarm. I am completely surprise the way
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (semlllal weakness) is coming out aU 
right. Yours resjJectfully, J. It. 

R~MA~Ks-Th,e above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testuDomals received from all parts of the Unit~ States 
fro~ you'!,. middld ·aged and eldedy men. suffennr from 
vanous klUds of sexuaJ ~mplaints, but who are now cured 
by m~ Ext.em~l Applica.tl~ll. the greatest of all known 
remedIes for thIS clas.~ of dl~t:ases. A s I am an out and-out 
Llb,eral I trust the 1<'reethjnk~rs of the Land will give nut 
theIr patronage, and not waste tbeir time and money OD 
ChristIan doctf)lb.~ ''''~ ",:,' ~~......Wit. FJ!:LLOWS. 
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor. 

7222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and B roa!l way. 

DB,l~S8 surrs A SPECIAL1'Y. 

Kearny and Montl:0mcry St. Cars pass by. 

TELEPHONE No. 6;)0 

P. O. GHIL8TROM, 

(Rogers & Chilstrom.) 

ATTOI{NEY AT LAW, 
Commercial Busine:i8 and Collections a Specialty. 

THE LATEST 


USIN ESS SUITS FOR ..................-:................................. $25-:00 

RES S SUITS FOR '........................................................ 35.00 
ANTS TO ORDER FOR . ................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~A.S. .F. ::atrFl.Q..DI.[.A..N". 

TAILOR, 
-~o~ FIFTH STREET ~01

Office, 415 Montgomery St., Rooms 9, 10 & 11, 

SAS FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Pj~GIFIC CiiI{RIAGEC(). 
BUSUiESS OFFICE, ~~ POWELL -ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
-----~ 

Centra! Stands, 200 and 207 ' Sutter st. 
N \\ and S W Corne.s Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION I 

Faith or Agnosticism. 
A series of articles 

--from-
The North American Review 


-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G.INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utRam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion bl.:twecn GladstOIIC, Huxley, Mullet, Linton, 
!leville on the Conflict between Genesis and Geo1OU. 
I>.~, flO celJti. , '. 

P. A. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., ~nOpnIETOnS, 

NURSERYMEN. 
Cata/jias for Timber Ou/ture a 

Specialty. 
Huve at Th£-ir }\nr!H'ries nIl Kinds of Fruit 


and Ornlmental Troes and Vines. 

Orders Filled hncl Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to, Planting 


and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 


AddreS8 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box C, S,m Jacinto, Cal 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little - Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mar) 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; Tht' 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; Tht 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

Woman's Lot. 

Flossie is 6 years old. "Mamma," she 
asked one day, "if I get married will I 
have to have a husband like pa? ", 

"Yes," replied the mother with an 
amused smile. ' 

" And if I don't get married will I have 
to be an old maid like Aunt Kate? ., 

U Yes." 
"Mamma"-after a pause-" it's a tough 

world for us women, ain't it? " 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old amI new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and effQrts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 
~ Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 

50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 

cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

HISTORY OP CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important work by Gibbon. the historian. Colllprilf> 
ing all that relates to the pro;rress of the Christi:l.1I reli
giOIi in "The IIistorJ of the Dedine and Fall of the Roman 
ElI1l'ire," and a Vinflication (never bt'fore published in 
this coulltry) of some passages in the 15th an.1 lOth clll~p
ters, hy Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author, 
Prefaee and l\Otel by the Editor, inclUding variorUl1I 
DOtes by Guizut, Wenck, Milma.n, "an ElJgli~h Church. 
man," and other 8cholaJ'B. Handsome 12 mo., 864 paiCC8. 
Cloth. With Engraviogl. Price,'1 50. 

ROBERT G. INOERSOLL'S ft 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the Immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the natioll&l Ion· 
them entitled "Land of I.iberty." Price, 10 ct:Ilta; b cop
lea, 26 cents; 25 copies, '1. 

TKE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
)r IAwa 01 the Koral and Physical World, 8y SarOl! 
D,Jr;lbacll. A Dew and UDllfOyfld edition, w,iLh Doka b7 
nw..r.L '!'we yolu.mel La o.e. Prke, $i. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price! So cents. 

http:Christi:l.1I
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THEGIJO~Y . 
-$ OF IQFIDEIJITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congres.s.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever . listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood corning down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ·ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth.'~ J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon.f;> 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 1.0 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. . 

The Mystery SolvedINGERSOLL'S VYORKs. 
--- " What is that, mother-that curious thing 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five Ambling the streets with a languid swing' 
lectures, compIising: "The Gods," "Hum- With a spiketail coat a fancy vest ' 
b ld " Th P'"'' I d"d l't ". " o t, " .omas ame, , "n IVI ua I y, I An eye.glass dangling on its breast; 

and "HeretIcs and HeresIes. ·With dog.skin gloves and funny hat 


The Ghosts. 	 Paper, 50 cents;· cloth, $1.25. And such poor, thin legs and a stomach flat? 
ContAnts: HThe Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, Eerie and weird it looks to me. 
Woman, and Child," "Toe Declaration of In- Oh, mother, what can the creature· be ? " 
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," "Oh, hush, child, hush! 'tis no goblin rude
"1 he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 'Tis only a. harmless stage-door dude." 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger " 	But what is a dude, oh, mother, dear? 

How did they make a thing so queer?soll." 
Did it grow while we were fast asleep 

'Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50 cents; Like the little billygoats or the sheep?
• cloth, $1 25. 	 po Has Barnum got one in his great show? 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
 When it rains or snows where does a dude go ? 

cloth. $1 25. It walks like a chicken-can it fly? 
Will you tell me about it by.and.bye ? " 

What Must We Do to be Saved'? Paper, 25 
" 	There's little to tell my child; I think 

It's Darwin's original Missing Link." 
CPntlO 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll. 

Junge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
 -To.Day. 
Fi!>her. l)aper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. TEACHER-" Name some of the most 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. important things existing to-day which 
SI pet dozen, postpaid. were unknown one hundred years-ago." 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num Tommy-HUs." 	 
• ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the eJi AXGRY subscriber to editor-I'm madtor of the San Fraluiscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 

per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. all the way through, an' I want my paper 
stopped." "Yes, sir, do you want to pay 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacKs what you owe?" "No; I ain't mad enough of the New York Oburv~r. By Rohert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. for that." 

THE clergyman in an English town hav
5 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Lauor Question. Price, 
ing published the banns of matrimo~y be
tween two persons, was followed bv the clerk Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 


~ctavo, paper, 10 cents. 
 reading the hymn beginninO' ~vith these 
words: "Mistaken souls whoo dream ofIngersoll's bctures Complete. Bound in one heaven."volume, containing over 1,300 pages. '5. 

PUTNAM'S "W"ORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was mad.. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price. $1 00. 
"The author cetlainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is 'Yithin him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "~.Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth. $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to la5t with 
the livng spirit of to-daY."-JDAn SWi1ttDIl'/
PaNr. - . 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. H is poetry rings like 
a bell. and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bil/garius. 0 	 . 

-\daml and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and· 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The ·story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Tlu Uuivlrse. 
San Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fllote's Hea/I" 
Monthly•. 

Ingerson ana Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole; 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Boston 
Inrustit'ator. 

PrtHIIl;lllt:U~. Jo\ ~oem. 1'1 ice, fl. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Ilmry 
W. Bellows. 0 

Gottlieb: His Life' or Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquil.itely beautiful and good. ill 
all my life l1efore."-ElmituJ DraM Sknlur. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 ce~ts. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools,
Price,s cents. . 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

_ A FEW DAYS IN ATH~NS. 
By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 
the Greek Philosopher, and of the Author' 
Price, cloth, 75 cents. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
E04 Kearny st. San Francisco 
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OREGON.-ANOTHER STATE SECULAR UNION OUGAN
IZED. 

Pursuant to the call of the Silverton Secular Union, the 
Liberals met in State Convention at Silverton, Saturday morning, 
June 22. C. Beal, of Portland, was elected temporary president, 
and R. D. Allen, of Silverton, temporary secretary. The follow
ing committee were appointed: 

Committee on Organization.' B'. F. Underwood; J. H. Olds, of 
Lafayette; Mrs. Carrie Fitzgerell, of Silverton; B. F. Hyland, of Cor
vallis. 

Committee on Resolutions.' Samuel P. Putnam; R. D. Allen, of 
Silverton; J. K. Sears, of McCoy. 

Committee on Nominations.' J. W. McClure, of Silverton; J. T. Ford, 
of Independence; H. Arnold, of Shedd. 

Committee on Finance.' L. Ames, of Silverton; Robert Scott, of 
Scott's Mills; Mrs. J. II. OIds, of Lafayette. 

In connection with the preliminary organization was cele
brated the secon~ anniversary of the Silverton Secular Union, 
organized June 22, 1887. 

An address was delivered Saturday morning by Samuel P. 
Putnam on "Liberty and Authority." Saturday afternoon B. 
F. Underwood spoke on "The Absolute Importance of the 
Separation of Church and State." The Silverton Secular Choir 
and the Silverton Trombone Band furnished music fo'r the oc
casion. A large number were present, and between the morning 
and afternoon exercises there was a basket-picnic in the grove. 

In the evening there was a sociable at the hall, under the aus
pices of the Silverton Union, which was'a gratifying success. 

Sunday morning the Convention was called together at the 
hall. 

The Committee on Organization reported the following articles 
of organization, which were unanimously adopted: 
CONSTITUTION OF THE OREGON STATE SECULAR UNION. 

PREAMBLE. 
Whereas, The Constitution of the United States, from beginning to 

end, in spirit and in letter, is framed in accordance with the principle of 
the total separation of church and state; and the Treaty with Tripoli, 
signed by George Washington as a part of the supreme law of the land, 
declares emphatically that" the government of the United States is not 
in any sense founded on the Christian religion;" and . 

W.~~r~.~s? ;N?tw~th~t.!p;l~.I}.g these f~ct~J the administration of the 

national government,' and the administrations and constitutions of the 
several state governments, maintain numerous practical connections of 
the state with the church, thereby violating the spirit of the United States 
Constitution and the glorious traditions which dedicate this country ex
clusively to the natural rights of man; and 

Whereas, The welfare and peace of the republic, the equal religious 
rights and liberties of its citizens, and the most precious interests of civili
zation, alike require that all the political and educational institutions of 
the nation which are supported by taxation should be more faithfully 
conformed to the spirit of its fundamental law: 

Therefore, We, the members of the Oregon State Secular Union, con
vened at Silverton, Or., June 23, 1889, hereby associate ourselves to
gether as a permanent organization, and adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 
Name. 

ARTICLE 1.--The name of this association shall be "The Oregon State 
Secular Union." 

Gmeral Object. 
ARTICLE II.-The general object of the Union shall be to accomplish 

the total separation of church and state: to the end that equal rights in 
religion may be established, protected, and perpetuated. 

Specific Oujects. 
ARTICI.E IlL-As means to the accomplishment of this general object, 

the specific objects of the Oregon State Secular Union shall be 
I. To urge the adoption of such measures as are necessary to effect 

the complete secularization of the government in all its departments and 
institutions, state and national, and shall secure to every American citizen 
the full enjoyment of his opinions on the subject of religion, whatever 
they may be, wit.hout molestation, disability, or deprivation of any 
political or civil rights. 

2. To advocate the equitable taxation of church property; the total 
discontinuance of religious instruction and worship in the public schools; 
the repeal of all laws enforcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath; 
the cessation of all appropriations of public funds for religious institu
tions or purposes of any kind; the abolition of state-paid chaplaincies; 
the substitution of simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury tor the judicial oath; the non-appointment of religious fasts, 
festivals, and holidays by public authority; the practical establishment 
of simple morality and intelligence as the basis of purely secular govern
ment, and the adequate guarantee of public order and prosperity; and 

. whatever other 	measures or principles may be necessary to the total 
separation of church and state. 

3. To promote the formation and multiplication of local Secular Unions 
throughout the state in accordance with the provisions of this Constitu
tion, in order to secure through state and municipal action the accom
plishment of the various special reforms above enumerated. 

4. To defend through the courts, by the combined efforts and means of 
the Liberals of the state, any citizen whose equal religious rights are de
nied, or who is oppressed, on account of any opinions he may have held 
or expressed on the subject of religion. 

5. To promote, by all p~aceable and orderly means, active propa
gandismof the great principles of religious liberty and equal rights, to 
encourage Iectmes and the circulation of literature advo~ating the 
principles of this organization. 

6. In all other proper and practicable ways, to promote the final 
emancipation of the state from the control of the church, and to foster 
the development of that natural intelligence and morality which con
stitute the necessary and all-sufficient basis of secular government. 

M~m'Jtrship. 

ARTICLE IV.-Any person in sympathy with objects of this organiza 
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tion may become a member by signing the Constitution. Any person 
who shall pay twenty-five dollars or more into the treasury shall be en
titled to a certificate as a life member. All the persons present as mem
bers at the Convention at which this Constitution was adopted are 
hereby declared permanent or charter-members of the Oregon State 
Secular Union. 

Annual Congress. 
ARTICLE V.-The Annual .Congress of the Oregon State Secular 

Union shall be held at such time and place and with such sessions as the 
Board of Directors may announce; and public notice of the Congres!; 
shall be given at least one month previously. Conventions of the 
Oregon State Secular Union may be held at such places and times as the 
board of directors shall appoint. All charter-members and life-members 
of the organization shall be entitled to seats and votes in the Annual 
Congress. 

Officers. 
ARTICLE VI.-The officers of this organization shall be a president, 

four or more vice presidents, a secretary and assistant secretary, a 
treasurer, a board of directors, an executive committee, and a finance 
committee. All these officers shall be elected at the annual Congress, 
and shall hold their offices fgr one year, or until others are chosen in 
their stead. The board of directors shall have power to fill any office of 
the Union that may be left or may become vacant before the meeting of 
the. Annual Congress succeeding their own election. 

President. 
ARTICLE VII.-The president's duty shall be to preside at the Annual 

C~>ngress and other Conventions of the Union, and at the meetings of the 
board of directors; and to countersign all orders upon the treasury duly 
drawn by the secretary. . 

Secretaries • 
ARTICLE VIII.-The secretary's duty shall be to keep the records, 

complete lists of members, and other papers of the Union, and also of the 
board of directors; to report promptly to the board of directors all facts 
communicated to him by the secretaries of local Unions, and to prepare 
a careful condensation of the same for the Annual Congress; and to con
duct such correspondence as usually pertains to his office. It shall be 
the duty of the assistant secretary to assist in this work under the secre
tary's direction. 

Treasurer. 
ARTICLE IX.-The treasurer, after giving security satisfactory to 

the board of directors, shall receive and hold all funds of the Union, 
subject to orders duly drawn by the secretary and countersigned by the 
president. He shall report the state of the finances of the Union at every 
Annual Congress, and oftener if required by the board of directors or 
finance committee; and upon the election of a successor he shall deliver 
to him all the property of the Union that he may hold. 

o Board of Directors. 
ARTICLE X.-The president, secretary, treasurer, chairman of the ex

cutive committee, and chairman of the finance committee, shall consti
tute the board of directors, which shall be intrusted with the general 
management and control of the affairs of the Union from year to year. 
They shall make a full report of their doings on the first day of each 
Annual Congress. All appropriations from the treasury shall be by vote 
of the board of directors. 

Finance Committee. 
ARTICLE XI.-The finance committee shall be composed of three 

menibers, elected by the Annual Congress. It shall be their duty to 
devise ways and means for raising such funds as may be needed for the 
successful prosecution of the work of the Union, and to carry them into 
execution with the help of the board of directors. 

The chairman of the finance committee shall be elected as such by the 
Annual Congress, and shall be ex-officio a member of the board of 
directors. 

Amendments. 
ARTICLE XII.-Amendments to this Constitution may be made at 

any Annual Congress of the Union by a three-fourths vote of the quali 
fied members present. But no amendment shall be made, unless the 
proposed amendment shall have been published together, with the re
quired public notice of the Annual Congress which is to act upon it. 

The only difference in regard to the articles of organization 
was as to whether there should be ~ membership fee or :Q.ot. It 

was decided that there should be no fee or assessments, but that 
the funds of the organization should be raised by voluntary con
tributions. Mr. L. Ames, of Silverton, and Mr.]. W. Tiffany, 
of Salem, announced their intention o( becoming life members, 
and without doubt others will follow their generous example. 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

L. Ames, chairman of Finance Committee, reported that while the 
Silverton Secular Union was ready to pay all the expenses of the Con
vention the books were open for the names of friends who desired to aid, 
and Mrs. J. H. Olds was appointed to receive subscriptions. The report 
was adopted and cordially responded to, and without further appeal the 
neccessary funds were raised to pay the expenses of the Convention. 

The business session was adjourned, to meet in the afternoon 
. at the grove. . 

Samuel P. Putnam then delivered an address on "The Church 
and the Centenary." 

Music by the Silverton Secular Union Choir. 
At the business meetings of the Convention, Sunday afternoon 

and evening, the following Board of Officers were unanimously 
elected: 

C. Beal, of Portland, President. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS: 


J. Henry Schroeder, of Arago; B. F. Hyland, of Corvallis, J. D.Gar
field, of Marshfield; H. ~rnold, of Shedd; J. T. Ford, of Independence; 

. W. J. Dean, of Talent; Moses Hurd, of Newport; John Settle, of Leba
non; F. S. Matteson, of Aumsville; W. J. Booth, of McMinville; B. W. 
Dunn, of Lafayette; H. B. Nicholas, of Portland; H. B. Holland, of 
Salem; J. C. Snodgrass, of Eugene; A. K. OIds, of McMinnville; Mrs. 
Carrie Fitzgerell, of Silverton; 'Vm. Sims, of Mills City; G. Trullinger, 
of Union Mills; O. B. Vose, of Ranier; H. McElsander, Eagle Creek; 
Wm. H. Breese, of Talent; P. Britt, of Jacksonville;·O. Coolidge, of 
Ashland; W. F. Benjamin, of Roseburg; Jas. Laird, of Dora; Judge 
Low, of Bandon; T. J. McClary, of Stayton; Miss Elva Davidson, of 
Oswego; Wm. Chance, of Astoria; Mrs. Carrie E. Haight, of East Port
land; Jas. Cleaver, of Prairie City; Mr. Schrum, of Burnt Ranch; J. L. 
Baisley, of Baker City; Judge Schofield, of Baker City; R. D. Allen, of 
Silverton; Judge E. C. Brainard, of Union; Robert Scott, of Scott's Mills; 
Mrs. S. C. Todd, of Forest Grove; W. C. Clow, of Hillsboro; F. Haus
wirth, of North Yamhill; G. W. Tiffany, of Salem; Mrs. Laura Bennett, 
of Corvallis; Wright F<?rshay, of Silverton; Mrs. H. D. Mount, of Sil
verton; Hon. R. C. Geer, of Silverton. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Lee Laughlin, of North Yamhill, Chairman; Reuben Wright, of 

Molalla; B. W. Huffman, of La Grande; J. W. McClure, of Silverton; 
J. H. Olds, of Lafayette. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

L. Ames, of Silverton, Treasurer; O. Jeldness, of Portland; Mrs. M. 

J. OIds, of McMinnville. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
I. Resolved, That all American citizens, whether orthodox or heterodox, 

Christian or non-Christian, possess an equal natural right to hold, to 
utter, and by all orderly and peaceable means to propagate their private 

o religious opinions; that they all possess an equal right not to be taxed 
directly or indirectly for the support of religious ~pinions they do not 
hold, of religious societies of which they are not members, or of religious 
services they do not personally approve; that they all possess an equal 
right to employ their time, and the whole of it, as they judge fit, just so 
long as they commit no positive trespass on the equal rights of others; 
that they all possess an equal right to enjoy for seven days in the week 
all public libraries, art galleries, museums, parks, gardens, or other in. 
stitutions and facilities for the support of which they are taxed-and not 
to be debarred from such enjoyment on Sunday because a part of the peo
ple do not choose to avail themselves of these things on that day; in fine, 
that they have an equal right to live under a government which shall 
respect all men's private religion, but favor no man's. 

2. Resolved, That so long as the church insists on retaining its present 
political privileges in violation of justice, liberty, and equal rights, it is 
guilty of oppression, sets an example of public unrighteousness, renders 
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its social influenceimmoral to thate~tent~an:d 'th~s helps to demoralize 
the community at large. .. . . . 

3: Resolved, That the principle of state secularization means that the 
free state has its own sufficient basis in the laws and· needs of human 
nature, totally independent of the church; that this basis is the social 
necessity of maintaining equal rights in religion, genuine morality in poli
tics, and educated intelligence in all the citizens, and that this object is 
defeated by permitting the church, or any other organization, to usurp its 
own authority in any degree. 

4. Resolved, That we affirm the immense moral importance of the. 
principles of state secularization, and the moral obligation of all good 
citizens, irrespective of their religious creeds, to join heartily in the 
movement to carry it more consistently into practice. 

5. Resolved~ That the Secular Union movement has nothing whatever 
to do with the Christian religion as such, either to favor or oppose it; that it 
is directed simply against .certain glaring political usurpations of the 
church; certain actual and greivous interferences, by it, with the state; 
that the purpose of this movement is eminently positive, defensive, and 
constructive, not negative, aggressive, or destructive, since it only seeks 
to carry out more faithfully the principle of divorce between church and 
state on which the Constitution was founded, and thus fulfil Washing-· 
ton's idea of a purely Secular state. 

6. Resolved, That the Bible, being regarded as a book of sacred char
acter and of religious authority by only a part of the people, is to all in
tents and purposes a sectarian book: and we protest against the permis
sion of its use in the public schools on pretense of its being a non-sectarian 
book, as a manifest evasion of the truth and a wilful disregard of the 
equal religious rights of the people. 

7. Resolved, That we would most scrupulously respect the right of 
church-goers to enjoy their Sunday wOlship unmolested and undisturbed, 
and we ask them to respect the equal ~ight of those who do not ~hoose 
to join them, to enjoy their own Sunday in equal freedom. 

8. Resolved, That for the purpose of popular ed ucation in the principles 
of state secularization, it is urged that meetings be held, wherever possi
ble, to promote this object: that good literature in regard to the subject 
be circulated, and that, when practicable, arrangements be made for 
lecturers competent to expound and defend the principles of state secu
larization. Furthermore, it is recommended that an effort be made to 
sustain in this state a permanent lecturer to speak wherever meetings 
may be called, in favor of the objects of the Oregon State Secular Union. 

9. Resolved, That all those journals that are devoted, or that give 
prominence to the advocacy of the total separation of church and state 
are entitled to the thanks of this Union, and that the support of all such 
journals is earnestly requested and urged as a means of promoting state 
secularization. 

10. Resolved, That no funds of this Union shall be devoted to the 
propagation of any mere religious belief or non-belief, or to any object 
except that for which the Union is formed, namely, the secularization of 
the state-or the separation of church and state. 

I I. Resolved, That the board of directors he instructed to arrange for 
an annual convention, to be held in Portland during the coming fall or 
winter, and are authorized to use the funds of the Union to secure the 
use of available hall and the service of competent speakers, and to ad
vertise widely the meeting and its objects, and thereby arouse a general 
interest in the subject. 

12. Resolved, That the Liberals of the state of Oregon be earnestly 
requested to raise the sum of three hundred dollars to defray the expenses 
of the next Annual Convention, to be held at Portland. 

The directors, by vote of the Convention, were also authorized 
to purchase and distribute one thousand copies of FREETHOUGHT 

containing the report. of this Convention. It is urged upon 
every Liberal of Oregon who receives a copy of this report, to 
cut out the Constitution and secure as many signatures to it as 
possible, and forward the same to C. Beal, president, Portland, or 
J. K. Sears, secretary, McCoy. . 

In regard to life' memberships, it is suggested by L. Ames, 
chairman of the finance committee, that the payment of the -$25 
be made by installments of $5 each. This course has been 
adopted by the national organiz~tion and will undouqtedly be 

adopted by the Oregon Union. All who pay $5 or more to the 
$300 fund for the Portland convention will be credited with that 
amount and, when the $25 is paid, will receive a certificate of 
life membership. It is hoped by this arrangement that at lQaSt 
one hundred Liberals of Oregon will be enrolled for life mem
bership before the meeting of the Portland Convention. 

The Convention throughout was harmonious. A great step 
has been made in advance. The presence of Liberals from 
abroad evinces general and increasing interest. Under the aus
pices of the Silverton Secular Union B. F. Underwood delivered, 
on Sunday afternoon, an address on "The Relations of State 
Secularization to the History and Progress of the American 
Republic." 

On Sunday evening, after the business of the Convention was 
completed, and it was adjourned to meet at Portland, Mr. Un
derwood and Mr. Putnam made addresses on the practical work 
of Secularism. Mr. Underwood referred to the fact of his being 
in the state nineteen years ago, and read a letter sent by a friend 
to the Boston Investigator detailing the situation of affairs. Con
trasting that with the present it was seen that there had been a 
wonderful advance in the Liberal cause, and, although there was 
still a great work to be done, and bigotry was firmly entrenched; 
the promise of final success was never brighter than at this 
moment. 

The thanks of the Union and of the Convention are due to 
the Silverton Trombone Band, and to the Secular Union Choir, 
for the excellent music furnished at all the meetings. 

Pres. J. W. McClure gave the benediction, and the Convention 
and Anniversary closed with happy memories and increasing 
hopes; R. D. ALLEN, 

Sec. S. S. U. and Temporary Secretary of the Convention. 

NEWS AND NOTES. . 

Glorious Mt. Shasta dawns upon theview in all variety of won
derful, sublime, and snowy altitudes, as the train goes curving 

. along its mighty base. In the golden afternoon, the gorgeous 
cloud lands hovering over the vast heights, we climb and descend 
the Siskiyou into the sparkling Rogue River valley, stretching 
away in the splendor of harvest fields to the wild boundary of 
hills where waves the primeval forest. Another night and Wil
lamette Valley, blooming with summer's wealth, enriches the 
morn. At Silverton there's music in the air, and from far and 
near the people gather, and the second anniversary of the Secular 
Union shows no diminution of interest and hope. In connection 
with this celebration is held the state convention of Oregon Lib
erals. The secretary's report will be found upon another page. 
In the morning an address was made on" Liberty and Authority." 
Then came a delightful basket picnic in the grove. There were 
very few Christians around this year and all signs of theological 
combat disappeared. The Secularists had fairly wdb the day 
and could enjoy in peace the fruits of their own perseverance. 
In the afternoon Mr. Underwood gave an excellent discourse on 
the importance of state secularization. It was an admirable 
treatment of the subject. In the eve'ning there was a sociable 
and dance, and the Secular Pilgrim became involved in the 
mazy whirl. Sunday morning the articles of organization were 
adopted and the State Secular Union was launched. I believe, 
upon a successful voyage. I gave a lecture on "The Church 
and the Centenary." The meeting was at the grove in the after
noon. Mr. Underwood gave an interesting elucidation of the 
principles of political Secularism as illustrated in the growth of 
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the republic, from the Revolution to the present time. Sunday 
evening there were addresses on the practical work of Secularism. 
Everything was bright and harmonious and both the anniversary 
and the convention have made a noble impulse for Freethought. 
Friend Nelson was with us, from Stark's Point, W. T., a stalwart 
representative from the other side of the Columbia river. I hope 
that many of our Washington friends will join in the convention 
to be held at Portland next fall. 

There was a good number present from various parts of the 
state-enough to make the convention a representative gathering. 
Silverton, not being on the line of travel, could not afford facilities 
for a large gathering from the outside, but there could not have 
been a better place for the preliminary convention. The heart 
of Silverton would give a life of its own, whatever the attendance 
from abroad. 

The forward look is now to Portland. 
Monday morning, with friends of Silverton, I-attend the funeral 

services of Mr. O. A. McConnell, conducted by B. F. Underwood. 
A large number of friends were present. Mr. McConnell has 
lived in this neighborhood-Butte Creek~for thirty years, a man 
of pronounced individuality, but respected by all. He never kept 
his Freethought views to himself. He suffered intensely for 
months before his death, and it came as a glad release. To him 
it was rest, indeed peace and joy. 

The funeral services were impressive and beautiful, without 
prayer, without religion, but manly, human, natural. 

Mr. McConnell was buried on his own farm, on a lofty mound, 
by a grove where the sunshine falls. If the spirit could look 
forth from this palace of rest, by sunlight and starlight, in dawn 
and evening, a sweet picture would greet the face of death-the 
valley, the hills, the beautiful woods. A noble couch this, for 
our heroic friend, who suffered as men seldom suffer from dread 
disease. Fall, sunlight, upon his grave with peaceful smile; let 
the songs linger in the overshadowing branches, while the flowers 
of love and memory grow upon the lofty tomb. Here death shall . 
be forever hallowed by nature's sweetest ministry. 

At noon we travel on to Marquamville, a little bit of a place 
hedged in by melancholy woods, and it does seem when you get 
there as if you were absolutely cut off from the rest of mankind. 
Only a dozen houses, a few acres of plain, and interminable 
forests can be seen. A lecture was to be given in the afternoon 
by Mr. Underwood. Our little party camped beneath the trees 
where the platform and benches were built for the occasion. 
Having eaten an early breakfast, and journeying a number of 
miles, it may be imagined that our appetites would put a pre
mium upon any kind of eatables, and certinly a better dinner 
was never devoured beneath the broad canopy of heaven. The 
remains of sardine boxes will testify to the activity of the market. 

After awhile quite a number gathered together to listen to 
the lecture db "The Truth of the Bible." About half the as
sembly were Christians. Hon. T. W. Davenport was chosen 
chairman, and made a very excellent address. Mr. Underwood's 
lecture was thoroughly appreciated. Some of the Christians, 
however, found it hard to digest. 

Tuesday morning I journey to Waldo Hills, to the ranch or 
Mr. and Mrs. Blair Forward, where I spent the day, for it hap
pened that Stayton and 11i1l City could not fill the programme, and 
so I could throw qff the harness in happy contentment. I took 
dinner with Mrs. Colby, the" grandma" of the family, eighty
three years of age. She is from away down East, originally, and 
the dish'of pork and beans wa!) a Yankee dish indeed. I felt 

that Boston could only bea few miles away, and I fancied that 
Bunker-Hill monument was shinin-g through the clump of trees. 
Mrs. Colby is of the Edwards family, and the blood of the arch
theologian is in her veins, but not a great deal of his gloomy 
sermons. She likes the Liberal lectures, but. -won't admit that 
she has yet given up the old faith. Her granddaughter, Miss 
Mary Forward, is altogether out of the ancestral creed, and 
does not hesitate to join the Secular Union. If Jonathan Ed
wards could look upon his sixth generation I do not think he 
would sleep very quietly. He would find that heresy was getting 
t~.e better of his family theology. Farewell the theology, but 
welcome the descendants of this mighty old king of terror. 

Thursday morning, "a southerly wind and a cloudy sky," be:
tween showers we journey. Forward march, to Turner. ,We 
arrive in time for the camp-meeting before dinner, and we ac
cordingly endeavor to listen to an orthodox sermon. The 
preacher promised to be short as it was a cold day, but he spun 
his matter out so interminably that in order to have a hot dinner 
we were obliged to leave him somewhere about his sixteenthly 
or .seventeenthly .. The gist of his discourse was that people at 
the present day were getting altogether too smart to believe the 
gospel of Christ. There was so much truth in this that I was 
satisfied to hear no more. 

I lectured in the afternoon, but only a few were ont, though I 
had almost as large an audience as the preacher did at the camp
meeting. 

I was going to lecture in the evening, but a terrible accident 
prevented-simply heart-rending in its horror, and it was im
possible for me to lecture or for friends to listen, for two of our 
own number were the victims, Mr. and M~$.. H. B.White, aged 
76 and 72, Liber'als of the Spiritualist faith. They were with us 
at the afternoon lecture, kindly, ardent, interested in the work; 
and looking forward with pleasure t<? the evening meeting. On 
the way to this meeting their horse became frightened, leaped 
and overturned the carriage against the fence, and both Mr. and 
Mrs. White were hurled violently against it. Mr. White was 
terribly lacerated, but in spite of his awful injuries he hastened 
to the side of his insensible wife, and cried for help. Help soon 
came and they were borne to the hotel. Up to the time of writ
ing Mrs. White has been unconscious, nearly twenty-four hours, 
and it is feared that she is dying of internal injuries. Mr. 'Vhite 
has borne his sufferings with wonderful fortitude. A little while 
ago I said good-bye to him. I could not look upon his face. It 
was almost torn to pieces. It looks as if both were doomed to 
death-death sudden and terrible. It breaks the heart to think 
of it. 

Yet barbaric Christians say this was a "special providence." 
This is what God did to prevent the Infidel lecture. 

Next to loving and honoring our suffering friends, and giving 
them our heart-felt sympathy, is the luxury of hating a God like 
that. 

This has been a strange week indeed, full of startling contrasts. 
The extremes of life, of joy and sorrow, have been reached, the 
rosy dawn, the midnight blackness. The very fountains of light 
have flowed by the face of despair. Life could not have been 
more beautiful, nor death more terrible, than I have witnessed 
in these few days. Noble thoughts and inspirations have come, 
the joy of human fellowship, the grandeur of what will make the 
world a paradise, and with these the infinite sadness of death, the 
awful tragedy that no word of man or God has ever made any 
the less crushing, and never will. - SAMUELP. PUTNAM.; . 
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TO THE OREGON LIBERALS. 

Will every Oregon Liberal who receives this copy of FREE
THOUGHT cut out the Constitution of the Oregon State Secular 
Union, paste it upon a sheet of paper, and secure as many sig
natures as possible in his neighborhood and forward to C. Beal, 
president, Portland, or to J. K. Sears, secretary, at McCoy? It 
is hoped that every Liberal in Oregon, and all who can in \Vash
ington Territory, will arrange to attend the great Convention in 
Portland on or about October 18, 19, and 20, during the 
Mechanic's Fair, when there will be half fare on the railroads. 
and other accommodations for the traveling public. This Conven
tion will be of vast importance to the future work of Secularism 
iri the Northwest. Will not every Oregon Liberal also send his 
contribution at once to 'the fund for the expenses of the Con
vention ? It will cost at least three hundred ~Ollars to secure 
a suitable hall and competent speakers, and to";,ddely advertise. 
Let not the hands of the board of directors be i~~d for the want 
of a little money. Notice the suggestion embodied: in the secre
tary's report concerning honorary life memberships-that the 
$25 need not be paid at once, but by.instalments of $5, and that 
all who contribute $5 to the present fund can be credited with 
that amount for a certificate of life-membership. At least one 
hundred Oregon Liberals should enroll as life members. Also 
two thousand signatures should be attached to the Constitution 
between now and the Purtland Convention. There never was a 
better time to advance the cause and make it influential. All 
contributions can be placed in the hands of C. Beal, president, 
Portland; A. F. Neunert, treasurer, Portland; J. K. Sears, secre
tary, McCoy, or L. Ames, chairman of the Executive Committee, 
Silverton. All contributions will be acknowledged in the columns 
of FREETHOUGHT and a report of the expenditures of the Cqnven
tion will be duly made. 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL MANUAL. 

When next J udge Westbrook reports on the matter of the 
thousand-dollar prize for a manual of instruction in morality 
without religious dogma, we hope to hear that the full amount 
has been raised. Up to the time of the latest report the follow
ing persons had subscribed: 

R. B. Westbrook, Philaddphia ........................ $100 

G. E. Swan, Beaver Dam, Wis...... . . . . •.. ••• . . . . . . .• 100 

Joseph Sedge beer, Painesville, 0...... .....• .•..•• . . .. 100 

L. Geiger, Hudson, N. Y...... . . . . .• ....•• . . . ••• . . . •. 100 

W. H. Forwood, Fort Snelling, Minn .....•...•....••.. 100 

W. H. Pepper, Petaluma, CaL ...••.•.•••......•....•• 100 

Hudson, N. Y., Liberals...... ...••• ....•• ...... ....•• 50 
Drs. E~ J3.. Foote, New York. . . • . . . . . . . • •• . . . • •• . . . . . • 25 
F. C. Mende, Philadelphia...... ...... ...... ......... 25 

This manual, provided one is produced worthy of the high 
price offered for it, will be the most valuable addition of the cen
tury to school literature. The substance of secular morality at 
present is summed up in the precept, "Be good and you will be 
happy;" goodness bemg defined broadly as doing as one would 
be done by. This, however, forms a most insufficient moral 
code, and he who should attempt to put it in practice on all 
occasions would probably in a short time be ready to pronounce 
it a very fallacious one. We know that the best men have gen
erally been unhappy martyrs, and that those who have done as 
they would be done by have often lived and died in misery. Re
ligious people have noticed this. They have seen that there is 
slight attempt at justice in thitJ world, and they have therefore 

placed the reward of virtue in the next. Their faith in the c~r
rectness of any course of action is not shaken if it turns out dIS
astrously, as they hold that at some future time the judge of all 
will retry every case'and deal out rewards and punishments with 
unerring wisdom. This is a serious thing for secular moralists 
to contend against. ' 

Again, there are certain ideas of morality now prevalent in 
this country, and everybody of intelligence knows that about half 
of them are false; but it is safe to predict that the writer who tells 
his real opinion about them will himself be denounced as im
moral and his work rejected by the public, even though a broad
minded co~mittee might accept it. Thus difficulties will con
front the secular moralist from many directions, and the codifier 
who produces a work which shall answer all th~ requirements of 
true morality and at the same time stand the test of public con
servatism will certainly earn the money offered. We are heartily 
in favor of the experiment, and those who contribute to its suc
cess are entitled to great praise. It will be generally admitted 
that at present there is no written code of morals worthy of ac
ceptance in its entirety. We hope the present effort will supply 
the deficiency and result in formulating one. In Margaret De
land's wonderful 'story of "John Ward, Preacher," there is a 
character called William Denner, who, when about to die, was 
able to say that he had always endeavored to remember that he 
was a gentleman. Perhaps a life modeled after that of Mr. Den
ner would be as high a type as could be taught by any manual 
of moral instruction. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, July 7, at 8 o'clock. Professor Teutschel will lecture 
on "Volapuk." 

THIS number of FREETHOUGHT will reach a thousand people 

who are not subscribers. All are invited to subscribe. Single 

subscriptions are $2 per year, but in order to get new patrons we 

will give two subscriptions for $3; three for $4, or four for $5. 

Address Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco. 

WE prefer to take renewals in clubs at $1.50 rather than to 
lose subscribers who cannot afford more than that amount, but 
those who are interested in supporting the paper, and are able to 
do so, will not object, ,~e are sure, to paying the full price, $2 
per year. 

THE proceedings of the National Secular Society's Conference, 
held at the Hall of Science, London, June 9, are reported in full 
in the National Reformer of the 16th. Mr. Bradlaugh was re
elected president by a unanimous vote, and Mr. R. Forder secre
tary. There were many able addresses and no want of enthusiasm. 

A NEW JERSEY school teacher named Corkery, in charge of 
the South Am boy school, read the thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis 
to his one hundred and fifty pupils last week Friday. 'He then 
tore the page containing the story of Judah and Tamar from the 
book and said: "That gilt-edged volume, now disfigured and 
labeled the ' Holy Bible' on its back, may be accepted as an au
thoritative standard of truth and piety in our churches, where 
hypocrites and thieves abound, but as a text-book of devotion 
and godliness it is altogether out of place in a public school." 
Mr. Corkery'S resignation has been tendered and accepted. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The new Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Sacrament was dedi
cated at Sacramento last Sunday. It is the most gorgeous and 
costly temple of superstition on the coast.--Talmage is co~
ing to San Francisco in July or August.--Sarah Althea HIll 
Sharon Terry is to appear on the platform as a lecturer. Sh.e 
will make her appearance first at the Grand Opera-house, thIS 
city within a few weeks, and tell the story. of her numerous 
wrdno-s.--A gang of counterfeiters are working this coast, ~nd 
considerable spurious coin i::; in circulation.--The typographIcal 
Union of San Francisco forbade its members to parade on the 
Fourth because non-union bands were employed by the com
mittee.--A half inch of rain fell in some parts of the state last 
week.--Duringthefiscalyear now closing 1,114,160.69 ounces 
of gold-648,8 39. 50 ounces fine and. 46?,32~. I~. ounces crude
were received at the United States Mmt In thIS CIty. The amount 
ofcoin turned out during the present year was $23,733,955 40, and 
during 1888, $25,7°1,284 80.--The notorious Chae Chan Ping 
goes back to China on the next steamer. . 

The power of the Jesuits in Canad~ seriously ~h:eatens the su
premacy of the English government In the dommlOn. Annex~
tion to this countrv may be favored as a last resort by the antI
Catholics.--Dr: John McInery, an agent of the Irish revolu
tionary organizations, is m.is~ing from Ne~ Yor.k, and the 
Clan-na-Gael is under SUspICIon of murdermg hIm.--The 
Cronin case is not likely to come to trial until August.--pr; 
McGlynn spoke at a big Anti-poverty meeting in.Cooper U?,ion, 
New York, last Sunday night. Among other t~mgs, he saId he 
had arrived at a state where he was not afraId to be called a 
Socialist or an Anarchist.-'-The men employed by Andrew 
Carnegie, the great iron manufacturer of Pittsburg, have decided 
to strike against the scale of wages offered by the firm.--John 
J. Plunkett, t?e Christi~n sc~enc.e healer, of New Yo:k, has be
gun suit for dIvorce agamst .hls wI~e, who recently marned ano~her 
man.--Archbishop Corngan WIll probably be made a cardmal 
soon. It is claimed that Cardinal Gibbons is unpopular with the 
pope on account of his patriotic sentime?ts.--The fun:ral of 
General Simon Cameron, the Pennsylvama senator, who died on 
the 26th ult. was held at Harrisburg last Saturday.--The gov
ernor of Mi~higan has signed the Local Option bill. This .bill:prac
tically means prohibition in over one-half of the c~unties m the 
state.-'-Maria Mitchell, the noted astronomer, dIed at Lynn, 
Mass., June 28.--According to the new city directory Chicago 
has a populaton of over 900,000.--The report of the chairman 
of the Morgue Committee at Johnstown shows that some 2400 
bodies have been recovered. Property losses of nearly $6,000,000 
are reported.--A few nights since an attempt was made to 
burn the Odd Fellows' Hall in Hindsboro, Ill., because a num
ber of preachers said to be l\lormon elders have been holding 
meetings in it.--Thos. E. Sherman, eldest son of Gen. W. T. 
Sherman has become a priest.-'-Wm. Walter Phelps, late 
Samoan ~ommissioner to Berlin, has been appointed minister to 
Germany. 

In defiance of the government proclamation forbidding the 
holding of. Nationalist meetings, several were held in various 
parts of Cork, Ireland, last Sunday. William <?'Brien, th.e 
editor was again arrested. The mob stoned the pohce.--It IS 
said that the pope will decline to interfere in the matter of com
plaint of some Irish bishops against ~ar~h tr~atment of Land 
Leaguers in prison, on the groun~ that It IS t~eIr own fault, they 
having disobeyed the decree agaIns~ boycottmg.--T~e North 
German Gazette, published at ~erIm, charg<:s ~hat SWitzerland 
promotes the dissemination of SOCial-democratIc Ideas among the 

, young men of the country. It s~ys. that .Anarchists . having no 
credentials are allowed to remaIn In SWItzerland WIthout any 
effort on the part of the authorities to identify them.--Mrs. 
Mackay has brought action claiming £5000 damages eac.h fro!ll 
the Manchester Examiner and the London Echo for hbel In 
stating that her mother was a washerwoman. 

"Looking Bac~ward," a socialistic romance .which has ~;en 
termed the" 'Uncle ·Tom's Cabin' of Industnal Slavery, by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 

OBSERV~TIONS. 

Tim Sheedy, of Brewersville, Ind., has stopped his paper. He 
was never a voluntary subscriber, as FREETHOUGHT was ordered 
sent to him by Andy Derming, who pai? for it. Mr. Sheed(!s 
a Rom:.m Catholic-to speak euphemistically, one of PeccI s 
Milesian's-and he writes: 

Your paper has not changed my views in the least. i am fi~mer in the 
Catholic faith now than I was when I first read your paper. Now Gen
tlemen you will do me a favor no~ sending your paper to me any longer 
as Ido not find any connecting link between the pnnciples of the paper
& my own. . 


DO NOT SEND A Nother Copy and Oblige TIM SHEEDY. 


Mr. Sheedy's case is hopeless, but his finding no connecting 
link bet\veen the principles of this pap~r and his own is easily 
explained. Such a ,link does not exist. If it did I would 
hunt it up and pulverize it, or perish with a fractured spine. 
Nor is there anything strange about Mr. Sheedy experiencing flo 
change of views after reading FREETHOUGHT for a year. A goat 
~ight eat an oil painting by Landseer and not,thereby become 
one of the superior creatures dp.picted by the artist. Still iCMr. 
Sheedy finds himself a firmer Catholic now than he was when ~e 
first read 'FREETHOUGHT, I can see no reason why he· should 
stop readinO" it so long as it costs him nothing. If-an occasional 
reference t; the pope as a humbug increases his confidence in 
the pope, and if he desires to have that confidence increased, 
then this is just the paper he ought to take, even th9ugh he 
should have to pay for it himself. The trouble with Sheedy is 
that he has not an analytical mind, and, being a Catholic, he 
wouldn't know what to do with it if he h~d one. 

Dr. F. S. Matteson, of Aumsville; Or., will please accept 
thanks for a large and fine bird in a stuffed state, but otherwise 
in good condition, which reached this office on Saturday last 
through the' kindness of Wells, Fargo & Co. I have not yet 
decided what kind of a bird it is. It stands some eighteen 
inches high, has mild glass eyes of amber hue, red cheeks, a 
greenish-blue necktie and white collar; a brown chest-protector, 
lilac wings, and a tail a foot and a half long,printed in two 
colors. It is dead, though.it appears tq .. have lost none of its 
beauty by the sad change. It is supplied with a portable rostrum 
to which its feet are attached by means of a wire passing upward 
through its' legs. This rostrum I have fastened to the top of the 
frame surrounding the picture ·of Mr. Putnam. I have decorated 
the same with a pair of American flags'captured by Captain Put
nam at Silverton, and from the neck of the bird depends a card 
inviting the public to subscribe for this journal. The effect is 
unique, but pleasing. And the gorgeous bird is standing on his 
four-by-six-inch landing,. o'er the photograph of Putnam, just in
side the office door, and all visitors who enter pause when they 
hlve reached the center of the room' and stand bewildered on 
the editorial floor; and, their vision upward raising~ spend a few 
rapt moments gazing, for such brilliancy of plumage they have 

.never seen before. And a deep and awful mystery fills them 
when I.tell its history-what it is and where it came from-and 
they wonder more and more, while in admiration rooted,· how a 
thing that's not webfooted could have grown so rare and radiant 
on the Oregonian shore. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis gave·an excellent lecture before the San 
Francisco Freethought Society last Sunday evening on " Matter 
and Life." The audience was a trifle late. but it arrived there 
similarly and filled· the hall. Professor Schultheis played and 
Mr. Lemme presided over the festivities. Since Mr. Robert 
Wade moved to Berkeley he has not attended the meetings, and 
is much ~issed. He does not fail, however, to make his weekly 
contribution. Mr. Schou came over from Oakland; and Mr; 
Beaumont, of Trinity county, was present. Mr. Beaumont is the 
philanthropist who went twenty-five miles on horseback from 
Harris to Covelo to relieve Putnam when he heard that the Sec
ular Pilgrim was on his way to Round Valley. From his knowl
edge of Covelo Mr. Beaumont thought Putnam would have to 
walk back to Ukiah. He therefore collected sUDscriptions to the 
amount of fifteen dollars, which he placed in an inner. 
and started for the field of action. 

http:though.it
http:1,114,160.69
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But I digress. Mr. Curtis began by saying that the scientist 
dealt only with facts, and made no pretense of expounding the 
unknowable. Herein science differed from philosophy, and also 
from religion. which latter began whef(~ science ended, and had 
the most to say of that whereof it knew the· least. Any theologian 
would give you all the panicular~ in cases where science is 
dumb. The chief objection to accepting the conclusions of the
ology was that they were wholly unsupported by facts, and con
trary to reason and probability. Mr. Curtis dwelt upon the law 
of the correlation of force, and the universal law of cause and 
effect, which precluded miracles. He spoke of the coal forma
tions, which had conserved the sunlight, so that the gas that now 
illuminated the room was a reappearance of the light that fell 
upon the earth perhaps millions of years ago. Mr. Curtis's in
terpretation of the first verse in Genesis-" In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth"-was accepted as worthy of 
general adoption. The beginning, he said, was unknowable, God 
incomprehensible, and creation an unexplainable process. No
body could understand how nothing should cease. to be nothing 
and become something. The inspired statement was therefore 
equivalent to the following: In the unknowable the incompre
hensible performed the inexplicable on the heaven and earth. 
The speaker closed by exhorting his hearers to carefully examine 
all alleged facts, and when convinced that they had the truth to 
stick to it unmindful of consequences. 

The lecture occupied a short hour, and was followed by a col
lection, during the taking of which Mr. Pingree played the piano 
as ,,,ell as he could. 

The floor being open for remarks, Mr. Knight arose to criti
Cise such arguments of the lecturer as had cast doubt upon the 
existence of a wise and just God. He had not time to go deeply 
into the matter. If he had, he intimated, he might leave the 
audience uncertain as to the truthfulness of some of Mr. Curtis's 
statements. 

Mr. "Lund followed, offering the proposition that whatever is is 
right until opposed anq shown to be wrong, and spent his ten 
minutes in this field of optimistic speculation. 

A stranger, who did not give his name, pursued an elusive 
point for the allotted time without catching it, though he con
vinced the audience that his intentions were good. 

After the literary exercises a business meeting was called to 
act upon the resignation of President Chilstrom, whose business 
has called him back to Oreg-on. Upon motion the resignation 
was accepted with regret. Vice-President Eastman moved the 
election of another president, and nominated Mr. Thomas Cur
tis. Mr. Curtis declined and nominated Mr. Macdonald. Vice
President Eastman moved instead the election of some person 
of ability. 1\1r. Macdonald moved that in view of the efficiency 
of the present vice-presidents. the motion to elect a president be 
laid upon the table, which was done. 

Treasurer Schou reported that the treasury owed him some
thing over $7. An affluent member thereupon contributed ten 
dollars, and the finaricial soundness of the society was re-estab
lished at once. . 

The programme for July offers the following attractive feat
ures: July 7, lecture on "Volapuk," by Professor Teutschel; 
July 14, "Persecution," by Hon. F. B. Perkins; July 28, "Trav
els and Views Abroad," by H. W. Faust and a stereopticon; July 
28, ., Co-operation for Liberals," by C. F. Burgman. Providence 
permitting, Professor Schultheis will play an overture at each 
meeting, and Professor Pingree will perform the interlude re
gardless. All are invited. . 

, Christian Spiritualists. 

Spiritualism claims 20,000,000 adherents, which is certainly a 
very mojerate e3timate, for there are hundreds of thousands in 
the so-called orthojox church who are Spiritualists· in all but 
name; that is, they believe the fundamental doctrines of Spiritual
isTO. Thousands in all the churches believe that their departed 
friends are their guardian angels, watching over them and shield
ing them from a thousand unknown and unseen dangers, .and 
influencing them in some mysterious way for good. Such per
sons are to all intents. and purposes Spiritualbts.-Signs of the 
Times. 

PROFESSOR LADD'S BOOK-IIWHAT IS THB BIBLE?" 

IV. , 

The seventh chapter. of Professor Ladd's book is devoted to 
"The Histories of the Bible." He does not tell us, as W. Rob
ertson Smith does, that" all Hebrew history is anonymous." He 
does not write as a calm, unbiased investigator, whose sole object 
is to discover the truth and proclaim it. He writes as one who 
has arrived at a great deal of truth, and is honest enough to tell 
it, and yet he seems all the time anxious lest the truth, when 
known, shall impair faith. He writes" in the interest of faith," 
and tries to let the church down easy from an untenable position. 
After repeatedly telling us that" the Bible writers have no higher 
inspiration than all believers;" that" there is no evidence to show 
that they were specially inspired to write books;" that" they did 
not consider themselves, or each other, specially inspired;" that 
"they obtained their facts from tradition, or from manuscripts 
like other writers," yet he keeps talking of "the inspired scriptures," 
and the" inspired writers." 

On the I 86th page he tells us, for the first time, how to detec;t 
inspiration in the Bible. He says, "If the writers of these his
tories show by the very character of their writings that they 
worthily enter into the divine spirit and intent of the events they 
record, this is of itself enough to warrant us in speaking of their 
inspiration." "It is the form of the history, in part, which give3 
to it such wonderful moral and religious dignity." "For the 
form is that which the writer of every history imparts to hh 
materials. In this way, then, we may derive a general argument 
for the inspiration of the writers of biblical history" (p: 186). 

He says on the previous page, "The thoughtful reader of the 
biblical history, from its beginning with the narrative of the crea
tion and fall of man to its close in the founding and first propa
gation of the Christian church, can not fail to be impressed with 
its dignity of character." . 

This spreads his argument for inspiration over the entire book; 
. and yet he immediately says: "The Bible nowhere, either directly 
or indirectly, makes any claim whatever to an historical infalli .. 
bility, to a freedom from mistakes, for the writers of its histories." 

He then goes on to say, "Not a doctrine of the Christian faith, 
not even the true, useful, and sufficient doctrine of holy scripture, 
is in any way dependent upon the historical infallibility of the 
Bible." 

It. is not easy to see how a "historic religion," as he tells us 
Christianity is, can be entirely independent of the accuracy of the 
historic facts upon which it is based. If Christianity is based 
on the theory of the" fall of man" and " redem ption by Christ," 
then the "infallibility" of the record of those events would seem 
to be essential to the very existence of that religion. And yet 
the professor wipes· out the whole story of "creation and the fall," 
by discrediting the first eleven chapters of Genesis. "The view 
which the Bible takes of the first pair, as formed from the soil,· or 
from clay, and as existing in happy innocency, was widely dissem
inated in antiquity" (p. 196). 

"The picture of the Garden of Eden, or place where this life 
began, is also a traditional one and seems not to have originated 
on Palestinian soil." . 

"Eden has wandered over the face of the earth from Scandi
navia to the islands of the south sea, and has recently been rele
gated, by an elaborate argument, to the north pole. Even in the 
Old Testament itself appear traces of the tradition which puts 
this garden of the blest in the northern mountains" (p. 197). 

"Nowhere else in the entire Bible do we find narratives the 
genuine historical character of which is more doubtful, and the 
moral and religious value less obvious, than those of the fourth, 
fifth: and early part of the sixth chapters of Genesis" (p. 198).. 

"There can be no doubt, then; that the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis contain a large amount of material the historical charac
ter of which it i:; difficult or impossible to establish. This mate
rial is in many particulars strikingly like the traditions current 
among surrounding nations" (p. 200). . 

" We must remember, however, that the narratives of the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis all antedate the time of Abraham" 
(p. 	201). . ..' 

"It is not likely that we shall ever know precisely what are the 
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facts with respect to the first beginnings and early stages of Old 
Testament religion; or even to what extent some of th~ larger 
portions of certain Old Testament historical writings can have 
their historical character vindicated" (p. 208). 

"The reader should hold loosely by any opinion as to the per
f ect truthfulness of these writings." 

In regard to the New Testament he.says: "It is undoubtedly 
those narratives of miracles which the gospels contain that have 
given the principal grounds for denying the historical character 
and substantial historical accuracy of the gospels at large." 

It would seem from this that the ·professor does not value mir
acles very highly as evidence of historic truth. And when we 
learn from other authors that it is not until A:n. 130 that any 
mention is made of those miracles by any writer, they may well 
be discredited . 
. Again he says: "The existence of discrepancies and of histori

cal errqrs in the gospels is to be acknowledged in the most fear
less and frank manner, whenever it is pointed out" (p. 22 I). 

"That it is perfectly impossible to construct a chronology of 
the life of our Lord'in harmony with the accounts of the Evan
gelists, the whole course of such efforts has made as clear as such 
a matter can be" (p. 222). 

Of the conflicting genealogies of Christ in Matthew and Luke 
he says: "But it is impossible to harmonize the two genealogies 
throughout unless we adopt the absurd assumption that all our 
Lord's ancestors from David onward had two names'~ (p. 223). 

Any effort to harmonize them would seem to be useless, when 
both of them terminate in. Joseph, who according to those gos
pels was not the father of Christ. In view of this fact, what do 
the genealogies or. their harmonizing amount to? 

As to the discrepancies and errors in the Bible, and the effort 
to vindicate the truthfulness of all of it, he says: "For the true 
view of the Bible it is comparatively unimportant whether such 
reconciliation and vindication can be effected or not" (p. 224). 
And almost immediately he tells us that "Christianity is a histori
cal religion; it centers and grounds itselfupbii a"historical char
acter--upon a person who lived and taught and died here upon 
the earth, in the presence of men and at a definite period of 
human history" (p. 225). 

"Old Testament r<:ligion, considered in itself and also as pre
paratory for Christianity! is a historical religion" (Ibid). 

" Hence," he says, "the supreme im portance that we should 
have a full and trustworthy historical picture of who Jesus was; 
of how God made the world ready for his coming and for the 
reception of his truth; and of how he actually manifested him
self to those selected and inspired followers who knew him best. 
History and doctrine are joined in fact and in fate within the 
biblical narratives. God has joined them together; man cannot 
put them asunder" (p. 225). 

And .yet he tells us upon the next page that" the earliest 
histories of the sacred scriptures, like all other most ancient his
torical composition, begin in traditions which it is very difficult 
to verify, and in which it is impossible always to separate the true 
from the false. The earliest Hebrew traditions so closely resem
ble those of certain other ancient nations as to show some com
mon root. The primitive method of composing history among 
the Hebrews was not such as to guarantee that care had been 
taken to arrive at what we should now consider strictly historical 
truth" (p. 226). 

He further says: "We have no claim to histqric infallibility 
set up within the Bible, or even to unusual freedom from errors 
of a historical kind. Neither does it appear that God has ever 
revealed to men the exact character and order of past events 
where no record of the events themselves has been kept. For 
their facts the sacred authors of the biblical histories appear 
always to have been dependent upon the ordinary resources" 
(p. 	227)· 

He closes this chapter by telling us how to tell inspired writing 
when we see it, and what the inspiration amounts to. 

"The histories of the New Testament-pre-eminently by the 
gospels, but also the book of Acts~show by their very nature 
that they were written by men who had the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
So to enter into the spirit and form. of the gospel, and of the life 
and doctrine of him who is the gospel, as do the writers of these. 

histories-this is to be inspired. In what their inspiration con
sisted, both the prologue of Luke's gospel and the closing words 
of John's gospel suggest, but that it was not thought of by them
selves as giving any guarantee of historical accuracy without 
a diligent search and careful handling of their historical material, 
the language of Luke's prologue plainly implies" (p. 228). 

Here we have, in his own words, the opinion of an orthodox 
doctor of divinity in the largest orthodox university in America, as 
to the sources, reliability, inspiration, and accuracy of Bible history. 

1. It has its origin in "traditions" common to the Hebrews 
and the surrounding nations. These traditions of the heathen 
nations have long since been discarded as "mythology." These 
same myths, handed down by the Hebrews, have become "sacred 
history." . 

2. The story of Eden is a traditional one, and did not originate 
in Palestine. 

3. The Pentateuch, and Judge~, Numbers, Jonah, Daniel, and 
Esther are discredited. . 

4. The New Testament contains many mistakes, itswriters do 
not agree, and cannot be harmonized. 

5. There is no inspiration that reveals a knowledge of past 
events, or guarantees historical accuracy. 

6. The highest evidence of inspiration, is the spirit in which 
the writers of the gospels and the Acts pursue their work. 

One or two facts ,....m show how much this" inspiration" has 
done for the historic character of the New Testament. 

It is stated in the religious encyclopedia of McClintock & 
Strong (eminent Methodist authors) that one of the Greek manu
scripts of the New Testament, the celebrated" Cambridge Man
uscript, Codex Rezae, is chiefly remarkable for its bold and 
extensive interpolations; amounting to some six hundred in Acts 
alone." 

"Of the I 50,000 various readings which Griesbach founJ in 
the manuscripts of the New Testament, probably 149,500 were 
additions and interpolations" (Waite'S History of the Christian 
Religion, p. 188). .' . ' .. 

" Literary forgery .... was practiced by the Hellenistic Jews as 
a regular trade" (W. Robertson Smith). ]. W. NORTH. . 

THE REV. MR. GRIER'S FAMILY. 

From" John Ward, Preacher." 

Helen's face had relaxed into a happy smile; again the day :was 
fair and the wind sweet. The garden below her was fragrant with 
growing things and the smell of damp earth; and while she sat, 
drinking in its sweetness, a sudden burst of children's voices 
reached her ear, and Ellen and the two little boys came around 
the corner of the house, and settled down under the window. 
A group of lilacs, with feathery purple blossoms, made a deep, 
cool shade,· where the children sat; and near them was an old 
grindstone, streaked with rust, and worn by many summers of 
sharpening scythes; a tin dipper hung on the wooden frame, 
nearly full of last night's rain, and with some lilac stars floating 
in the water. . 

This was evidently a favorite play-ground with the children, 
for under the frame of the grindstone were some corn-cob 
houses, and a little row of broken bits of china, which their sim
ple imagination transformed into "dishes." But to-day the 

, corn-cob houses and the dishes were untouched. ' 
,'. "Now, children," Ellen said, "you sit right down, and I'll 

hear your catechism." 
"\Vho'U hear yours?" Bobby asked discontentedly. "When 

we play school, you're always teacher, and it's no fun." 
"This isn't playing school," Ellen answered, skillfully evadinO" 

the first question. "Don't you know it's wicked to play on th~ 
Sabbath? Now sit right down." 
Th~re w~s a good deal of her mother's ~harpness. in the way 

she. saId thIS, and plucked Bobby by the strmgs of hIS pinafore, 
until he took an uncomfortable seat upon an inverted flower-pot. 

Ellen opened a little yellow-covered book, and began: 
" Now answer, Jim I How many kinds of sin are there?" 
"Two," responded little Jim. . . 
" What are these two kinds, Bob?" 
" Original and. actual,":Sob answered. 
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"What is original sin?" asked Ellen, raising one little fore
finger to keep Bobby quiet. This was -too hard a question for 
Jim, and with some stum bling Bobby succeeded in saying

"It is that sin in which I was conceived and born." 
"Now, Jim," said Ellen, "you can answer this question, 'cause 

it's only one word, and begins with' y.''' 
" No fair I" cried Bob; "that's telling." 
But Ellen proceeded to give the question: "Doth original sin 

wholly defile you, and is It sufficient to send you to hell though 
you had no other sin?" , 

"Yesl" roared Jim, pleased at being certainly right. 
" What are you then by nature?" Ellen went on rather care

lessly, for she was growing tired of the lesson. 
"1 am an enemy to God, a child of Satan, and an heir of hell," 

answered Bobby promptly. II 

" What will become of the wicked?" asked the little catechist. 
Bob~y yawned, and then said contemptuously, "Oh, skip that 

-cast mto hell, of course." 
" You oug?t to answer right," Ellen said reprovingly, but she 

was glad to gIve the last question, "What will the wicked do 
forever in hell ?" 

"They will roar, curse, and blaspheme God" said little Jim 
cheerfully; while Bobby, to show his joy that the lesson wa; 
done, leaned over on his fiower:.pot, and tried to stand on his 
head, making all the time an unearthly noise. 

"I'm roarin'I" he cried gayly. 
Ellen, freed [rom .the responsibility of teaching, put the\little 

rellow boo~ qUickly m ?er pocket, and said mysteriously, "Boys, 
If you won t ever tell, I 11 tell you something." 

., I won't," said Jim, while Bobby reponded briefly, "G'on." 
"Well, you know when the circus came-you know the pic

tures on the fences?" 
" :Yes I" said the little boys together. 
"'Member the beautiful lady, rid in' on a horse, and standin" 

on one foot?" 
" Yes I" the others cried, breathlessly. 

. "\yell," said Ellen slowly and solemnly, "when I get to be a 
bIg gIrl, that's what I'm going to be. I'm tired of catechism, 
and church, and -those long blessings father a5ks but most of 
catechism, so I'm going to run away, and be a circ~s." 

"~a~her'll catch you," said Jim; but Bobby, with envious de
preCiatIOn, added

" How do you know but what circuses have catechism ?" 
Elle.n did not ?otice the lack of sympathy. "And I'm going 

to begm to practIce now," she said. 
Then, while her brot~ers -watched her, deeply interested, she 

to?k off her. shoes, and m her well-darned little red stockings 
chmbed dehberately upon the grindstone. 

"This is my horse," she said, balancing herself, with out
~tretched ~rms, on th~ stone, and ma~ing it revolve in a queer, 
Jerky fashIOn by pressmg her feet on It as though it were a tread
mill, "and it is bare-backed I" 

The iron handle came down with a thud, and Ellen lurched 
to keep from fallng; the boys unwisely broke into cheers. 

It rna.de a p~etty picture, the sunbeams sifting through the lilacs 
on the lutle faIr heads, and dancing over Ellen's white apron 
an~ rosy face; but Mrs. Grier, who had come to the door at the 
nOIse of the cheers, did not stop to notice it. _ 
. ." o?, you naughty children!" she cried. "Don't you know 
It IS WIcked to play on the Sabbath? Ellen's playing circus, do 
y?U say, Bobby? - You. naughty, naug~ty girl I Don't you know 
cI.rcus people are ~ll wlck~d, and don t go to heaven when they 
dIe? I should thmk you d be ashamed I Go right up-stairs, 
Ell~n, and go to bed; and you boys can each learn a psalm, and 
Y0!lll ha,:e no supper, either-do you hear?" 

!he chIldren began to cry, but Mrs. Grier 'Was firm; and when, 
a httle later, Helen came downstairs, ready for her ride the house 
was strangely quiet. Mrs. Grier, reallr troubled at her' children's 
llinfulness,. confided their misdeeds to i-Ielen, and was not soothed 
by. the smIle that fl~hed acr~ss herface. "They were such good 
~htldren to study theIr catechIsm first," she interceded, "and mak
mg a horse out of a grindstone shows an imagination that mio-ht 
excuse the playing." But Mrs. Grier was not comforted and ortly 
felt the more convinced of the lost condition of Mrs. 'V~rd's soul. 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE PROM THE DEAD '?* 

" And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, arid 
your faith is also vain" (I Cor. xv. 14). 

"The writers of the New Testament have staked the truth of 
Christianity on the .actual performance of a single miracle-the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. If, therefore, this cannot be proved 
to be an historical fact, it is a mere Wa5te of time and trouble 
either to attack any other of the miracles of the Bible, or to 
attempt to prove their truth .. If Jesus Christ did not rise from 
the dead, all the other miracles which are recorded in the New 
Testament would not avail to prove that Christianity is a divine 
r~velation" (Rev. Prebendary Row, M.A., "Historical - Evi
dences of the Resurrection of J ems Christ," p. 3). 

Here the ark of the Lord is fearlessly brought out into the 
front of battle. The truth or falsehood of the Christian faith, by 
its defenders, is made to depend upon the fling of a die. And 
the die is hopelessly loaded to turn up, not to Christianity's sup
port, but to its destruction. In short, the truth of Christianity is 
left to stand or fall by an appeal to the historical proofs of the 
rewrrection of Christ, and they are so notoriously contradictory 
and unsatisfactory that they are utterly unworthy to be consid
ered historical evidences at all. And, even if the synoptic writers 
agreed among themselves, which they do not, and even if they 
were supported by contemporary annalists, which they are not, 
the resurrection from the dead of Christ, or anyone else, would 
not be established. The amount of evidence must be propor
tionate to the improbability of the event for which the evidence 
is adduced, and if every pen in the Roman empire in the reign of 
Tiberias had left it on uniform record that Christ rose from the 
dead, the fact would not be established. It would be more 
probable that every living historian should be mistaken, or even 
that every living historian should wilfully have lied, than that an 
event so utterly im probable, 50 subversive ofall experience, should 
have taken place. . 

Accmdingly, Chri~tianity has elected to stand or fall by a 
myth so monstrously improbable that it is impossible to discuss 

• it 	 without insulting common sense and outraging the most 
rudimentary principles of experience and reason. He who dis
cusses the probability of the resurrection of Christ as if it were a 
grave and legitimate subject for debate, is as demented and 
absurd as he who would gravely state it. If you set a reasonable 
thesis before me, 0 Christian, I will .reason with you; but if you 
set before me a proposition so monstrously absurd that to 
seriously attack it would only be a logical burlesque; a pedantic 
mockery, you must not deem me disrespectful if, without noticing 
it. I pass by on the other side. But if, as in the case with the 
resurrection monstrosity, you insist on thrusting your devout 
imbecjlities upon my attention, do not deem me discourteous if 
I reserve reason and criticism for higher purposes, and treat your 
puerile superstitions with ridicule and contem pt. 

Having no desire, however, to indulge in undue levity, I shall 
v(:ry briefly examine the "evidences," such as they' are, for 
Chri~t's resurrection. I do so with pain; humiliation, and sorrow 
that human ignorance and credulity should make such a task 
possible, far less necessary. Jack and his beanstalk was just as 
suitable for the nucleus of a religious system as Christ and his 
cross; but the one has been taken, and the other left .. Christ 
and his cross is the more blood-stained and crude legend of the 
two, and would, therefore, receive the readier aeceptance by the 
barbarous mental and moral instincts of priest-manipulated 
ignorance. 

The superficial Christolater must not consider me unduly 
flippant, when in the same sentence I link with apparent irrever
ence baby-tales for the nursery and the sacred truths of the 
church. Several such tales are unmistakably in both the nursery 
and the church. Astounding as it may seem to the unread 
hymn-howlers who put on their best millinery and crowd the 
chapel, the little Red Riding Hood story and the resurrection of 
Christ story are one and the same. The little Red Riding Hood 
version is the older, the resurrection of Christ version the more 
modern. The Jonah and the whale myth is yet another version;
and in the gospel according to Matthew the Jonah and the whale 

*By Saladin,. editor of the Agnostic Journal. 
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story and the Christ and the resurrection story are made interde
pendent. I note in a contemporary a timely confirmation of the 
truth of the book of Jonah, and consequently also of the book 
of Matthew. I learn with pious satisfaction that the vexed ques
tion as to the precise nature of the" great fish" which swallowed 
Jonah is at last finally settled, for'that upon one of the ribs of a 
whale, I 17 feet eight inches long, captured in Simon's Bay, Cape 
Colony, has been found rudely carved the word" Jonah." The 
story, it wiII be observed, is very circumstantial as to the whale's 
dimensions. I could have borne with a somewhat more definite 
statement about the carving. Did Jonah affect old English, or 
Roman, or Akkadian, or do the tremulous characters indicate 
that the disobedient prophet was, at the period of their executipn, 
partially digested or partially tipsy, or, both? 

"As Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's 
belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth" (Matt. xii, 40), quoth the old book; and 
the statement has my firm belief. "Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief" (Mark ix, 24). I believe' that the statements 
as to Jonah and his whale and Jesus and his tomb are equally 
true; and I am so glad that the holy scriptures-every word of 
them inspired-brackets the two, so that they must stand or fall 
together. All that is wanted now to convince even the most 
skeptical, and thereby "save" the whole world, is a stone out of 
the holy s~pulchre with the word "Jesus" scratched upon it by 
that hero, to amuse himself during the time he was dead. Then 
the rib with the word "Jonah" on it, and the stone with the 
word" Jesus" on it, can be packed up and sent to the British 
museum, or, better still-to Colney Hatch. 

May I point out that the Jonah and the whale story is much 
older than the time of Jonah, is a solar myth found far back in 
the legendary dimness of Hindu mythology? (In the "Soma
dera Bhatta.") Hercules, too, and others prior to the time of 
Jonah and his post-type, Christ, were swallowed and emeticated. 
Montfaucon writes: "Some ancients relate to the effect that Her-' 
cules was also swallowed by the whale that was watching Hesione, 
that he remained three days in his belly, and that he came out 
bald-pated after his sojourn there." There are numerous'vei
,sions of the same tale, a wolf on some occasions being substituted 
for a fish. The wolf is well known in ancient Scandinavian 
mythology to represent the destroying power. The story of Lit
tle Red Riding Hood and the wolf is simply another version, 
and an exceedingly ancient one, of the Jonah and Jesus legend. 
The story, Hindu in origin, is mutilated in the English version. 
In the original the Iitle maid, in her shining red cloak (the sun), 
is swallowed by the great black wolf (night), and she comes out 
safe and sound when the hunters capture and cut up, the. wolf 
(morning). As Max Muller (" Chips," vol. ii, p. 260) obsen'es: 
., The divine myth become a heroic legend, and the heroic 
legend fades away into a nursery tale." 

. Bunce (" Fairy Tales: their Origin and Meaning," p. 161) 
remarks: "One of the most ancient Aryan or Hindu stories was 
that there was a great dragon that was trying to devour the sun, 
and to prevent him shining upon the earth and filling it with bright~ 
ness and life and beauty, and that Indra, the sun-god, killed the 
dragon. Now, this is the meaning of Little Red Riding Hood, 
as it is told in our nursery tales. Little Red Riding Hood is the 
evening sun, which is always described as red or golden; the old 
grandmother is the earth, to whom the rays of the sun bring 
warmth and comfort. The wolf, which is a well-known figure 
for the clouds and darkness of night, is the dragon in another 
form. First he devours the grandmother; that is, he wraps the 
earth in thick clouds, which the evening sun is not strong enough 
pierce through. Then, with the darkness of night he swallows 
up the evening sun itself, and all is dark and desolate. Then, as 
in the German tale, the night-thunder and the storm-winds are 
represented by the loud snoring of the wolf; and then the hunts
man, the morning sun, comes in all his strength and majesty, 
and chases away the night-clouds and kills the wolf, and revives 
old Grandmother Earth, and brings Little Red Riding Hood to 
life again." We celebrate the swallowing up of Red Riding 
Hood in our pantomimes at Christmas; we celebrate the rising 
of Christ every Easter in our churches. The Red Riding Hood 
myth and the Jesus myth are really varying representations of 

the same solar principle. The more ancient and beautiful ver
sion we consign to op'r places of amusement; the more modem 
and rep1l1sive version we relegate to our places of worship. And 
why? Because for ages the clergy have used the modern ver-, 
sion to gull us. with in their own interests, and, they have man
aged to keep us very ignorant, and they burnt us if we offered. to 
get in any way enlightened -and, as C~rlyle says, we are mostly 
fools. 

o. A. M'CONNELL. 

FUNERAL SERVICES IN MEMORY OF A WORTHY l'tIAN. 
The friends and neighbors of Mr. O. A. McConnell gathered 

in large numbers at ten o'clock Monday morning at his home to 
do honor to one who for many years has been a respected citizen 
and neighbor; , 
. At the beginning of the services Mr. J. E. Jacobs read the fol
lowing: 

"0. A. McConnell was born at Venice, Washington connty, 
Penn., November 23, 1831; died June 22, 1889, aged 57 years 
and 8 months. He crossed the plains to Oregon in 1854; mar
ried his present wife, Martha A. Wolfard, in Siskiyou county, Cal., 
January, ,1858. The family consists of nine children, all of 
whom are living." " 

B. F. Underwood then read an appropriate poem, followed 
with music by the Silverton Secular Union Choir. Mr. Under
wood then delivered the following eloquent tribute: 

FRIENDS: Weare here to perform the last sad rite over the 
body of a comrade who has fallen in life's battle, a brother who 
was' one of us, sharing with us the common experiences of life, 
of youth, and age, but whose joys and pains are now ended in 
the sleep that knows no waking. But yesterday his voice ,vas 
heard amongst us; now he belongs to the" silent realm," the 
realm from which comes no word, no sound, not even the echo 
of a whisper or a sigh; a realm whose subjects far outnumber 
all ,the living, and over which silence reigns universally and 
supreme. , " ' " 

Our brother has passed through that final experience which 
sooner or later must come to us all. Death is as natural as life 
and none among all the living can escape it. It comes often as 
a friend to relieve us of pain, to release us from an existence 
which weakness ~~d suffering have rendered only miserable. 
Superstition has invested death with terror, but there is, in truth, 
nothing terrible in death. Sad it is when it destroys youth, and 
puts an end, to bright prospects and fond hopes, and when it de
prives us of 'the presence of those who are near and dear; but 
there is nothing in death to dread when it is divested of super
stitious fancies born of ignorance, servility, and fear. It is the 
living, not thedead-'-it is they who mourn departed worth, or 
who suffer the anguish of bereavement in the irreparable 103s of 
companionship,. in the sundering of relations, the most precious 
of all human ties-to whom death is terrible. 

Our friends live with us, and in us, even after they have ·van
ished from our sight. Their images are enshrined in our hearts, 
their words are cherished in our memories, the fragrance of their 
lives remains with us. A ,man lives but a few years and dies, 
ceases, so far as we can see, to exist as a personality; but the in
fluence of his character and the effects of his life con~inue,·a 
permanent contribution to the intellectual and moral life of the 
race. ' 

The influence of the ,dead is incomparably greater than thaf 
of all who are alive. That influence, reaching far back, has de
termined the condi,tions of the presen,t and made us what we are. 
All past generations live in us, as we shall soon live only in those 
who survive us as individuals. . 

Ou'r brother was a man of stalwart qualities. He was honest, 
hqnorable, independent, and courageous. ,He commanded the 
confidence and respect of those who differed the most widely from 
him. Years ago,. amidst perils and hardships, he came to this 
country, where he subdued the forest, made a home, and raised 
his family. In defense of his convictions, in opposition to popu
lar religious beliefs, 'he maintained his own views with as much 
fearlessness' as he encountered, the obstacle3 he had to orercome 
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in crossing the plains, fording the streams, and climbing the 
mountains. on his way to this valley. For this he should be 
honored, and he ts by those who can appreciate sincerity, bravery, 
and self-sacrifice, regardless of speculative belief. His integrity, 
alld fidelity to his convictions, his manly independence, and his 
influence as an intelligent and well-informed man who did his 
own thinking; these are the legacy he has left to his family, to 
his neighborhood, and to his race. 

I can say nothing to assuage the grief of wife and children. 
Their tears are the eloquent expressions of nature, attesting the 
rel1ity and the greatness of the loss which this f..lmily suffer in the 
death of a' husband and father. I cannot say there is ne;> cause 
for sorrow, no reason for grief. It is folly to speak thus to those 
who have dosed in death the eyes of their dearest friend. The 
loss is real, and time only can heal the wound which such a death 
infli~ts. But while it is human to feel, it is philosophy to rise 
above and overcome sorrow, and not allow it to crush us under 
its weight The relatives here who mourn have the satisfaction 
of knowing that he who suffered so severely for weeks and months 
is now at rest, and that he . left to them and to the world the price
less legacy of.a manly and courageous life. 

. The body, followed by his family and a large concourse of 
friends, was carried to a neighboring mound, on his own estate, 
and lowered into the grave. With words of fare\vell by Mr. 
Underwood, and a parting wng by the choir,·with flowers upon 
the dust, beneath the trees and sunshine the remains were placed 
in the bosom of nature, in undistm bed repose. After pain and 
toil the cessation had come, which the heroic and struggling 
spirit had so long desired. His family has the sympathy of a 
large circle in the loss of a faithful husband and a loving father. 

REMARKS AT THE GRAVE. 
In this spot where our brother \dshed to be buried, amidst 

- the sunshine, the trees, the songs of birds, we now consign his 
body to the grave prepared to receive it. This is the last act we 
can perform; the last tribute of respect we can ofter to the mem- . 
oryof fhe dead. The friends of the deceased have the consola
tion of knowing that in this sleep of death, if there is no pleasure, 
there is no suffering. Suns will rise and set, moons will wax and 
wane; the seasons will come and go, and the busy world will move 
on to its destiny, but our brother will heed not the changes. 
Though the tramp of armies and the shock of battle shake the 
ground, or the earthquake bury this spo~, the event will not dis
turb him ,whose bedy· is now· given back to Mother Earth, and 
whose soul survives in the lives of those \vho are better for his 
th~ughts, ~nd deeds~ Farewell, brother, farewell forever. 

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

It is called before the bar· of public opinion for a new trial on 
all its claims. Man is free to think. In the republic, no man 
and no law can stand in the ,vay of afree discussion. It mu~t 
be in decent language, that is all. 

This has not been the case in Christendom, since the Roman 
Emp~ror Constantine, after the Council of Nice, proclaimed;", 
" Chnstians! The council has defined your God, your Bible, 
your creed, your bishops, and guides, in this world, and to the 
next, and the plan of salvation. It is for you to believe and 
obey. He who will not do so, let his head be stricken off." 

This was the religion of Constantine. It became the religion 
of Rome and the popes. It is the creed of the Church of Eng
land, only with Henry VIII. for pope; and Parliament to,settle 
the faith. 

An effort was made to fasten it on the United States in" the 
same way, and make hersey a crime. Our fathers listened to 
the: arguments of all the churches, and finally said: "No! we are 
not satisfied that you have the truth, and we wi1l leave it to our 
people to examine into it, and follow whatever they deem best. 
The proclamation of the Roman emperor- is annulled, and all 
the laws of heresy and blasphemy that grow out of it. \Ve are 
a free people. All laws must be just and equal to all, and all 
pe~sons have the equal protection of the law." 

:~V~at 1. have churchmen t:Io _privileges in the republic _ above 
others? Has the Bible no defense? Has reIigionno protection 

against science? Can we not silence an unbeliever? Must out 
religion become a matter of reason and discussion? Shall we 
have to prove it, or let it slide? 

Yes, that is the exact status. Let truth and error grapple. and 
the best survive! That is the motto of the republic, Give them 
all a chance I Truth can never be worsted, and error should 
have no advantage. That is the Constitution and the law. . 

And all true Americans, all enlightened and generous lovers 
of freedom, are content, with it. They would not change it. 
Were it not the law, th-ey would make it so to-morrow. 
Scientists make no c?mplaint. They have po fear but the truths 
of science will be hea-d wit'lout the force of law to sustain them. 

Who complain of this entil'e freedom? Who want to make 
religion compulsory? Who want Congress to engage in fixing 
creeds, and settling catechisms? Who desire to see the president 
do as Constantine did? Not one I not even one, unless assured 
that he would adopt their catechism, and proclaim them the true 
church. 

Suppose Harrison should do as Constantine did. Let him say 
to the people of the United States: "I have advised with such 
bishop:5 and elders of the Christian church as I found to be 
learned and correct in doctrine. They tell me this i~ the true 
religion of God, of Jesus Christ, and of the Bible. They assure 
me that they were all divinely inspired to understand this thing, 
and there can be no mistake about it. You will find it all in the 
catechism and creed published herewith. 

" And it is my pleasure that all men at once receive, believe, 
and obey said creed, etc.; that they lay aside, burn, destroy, and 
ignore all other opinions, books, papers, etc. 

"And moreover, if any man refuse, or neglect to obey this 
command, let his head be stricken off; and his books and writ
ings, if he have such, be made into a pile and burned." 

'Vhat a fury our people would be in I What would become 
of Harrison? What should we say of him and his proclamation? 
Could religion be established in that way? Would that proclama
tion prove the truth of the creed? Would it prove one thing? 
Would we receive it as conclusive evidence? Surely not 1 No 
one would. Religious people would kick just as much as others-
more. . 

Catholics, Mormons, in fact the whole line, would rebel, unless 
he declared them the true church. They might say the system 
was wrong, but they would say that the pope, or Joseph Smith, 
should be the one to make the proclamation. And so with all 
other sects. They would accept the plan if Mr. Harrison would 
only call on their bishops to advise and to adopt their form_ of 
faith. 

But all free men would protest against the whole system, the 
assumption of any such authority, and the intolerable tyranny of 
such a course. No man would accept it, but at once defy both 
the president and his proclamation. 

But in those days they did not. The army and the church 
backed the emperor.. The men who refused to obey had their 
heads stricken off. It was the habit of the people to belie\'e 
whatever the emperor said, and his religion became the religion 
of Rome. 

It went to England, in fact all over Europe. It had the same 
proof, the word of the emperor. In course of time the pope 
of Rome assumed the place of the emperor. He became head 
of the church and the dictator of all religious opinion. 

England seceded from him. But the king became emperor 
and pope. Parliament were his bishops. They did the same 
thing, made the same proclamation, and were obeyed in like 
manner. No proof was offered in any case, only the authority 
of the king and the parliament. 

The same religion came with our fathers to America, and with 
the king's command. But it was far away, and the command 
was received with some variation. At length we formed a govern.,. 
ment of our own. Then came the churchmen and demanded a 
proclamation like unto that of Rome and England. They were 
divided. happily. Had they all pulled'one way, all beea Catholics} 
of the Church of England, or Methodists, or any other, they
would have prevailed. But it was not to be. Washington, 
Jefferson, Franklin, Ethan Allen, and a host of others were there; 
and Thomas Paine. And they refused. They said, "These things 
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need proving. The word of an emperor, pope, king, or1>riest 
is no proof. Let our people be free, and each man think as he 
pleases." 

This was and is the law, from then till now. But not the 
practice. The people did not think, and in many places the 
bigots would not permit them to think. The courts, in their 
ignorance, supported the priests. Many were punished for 
blasphemy. The public mind was not up to the law our fathers 
had made. But all that has passed away with intelligent people. 
And now, Robert Ingersoll and others stand boldly forth and 
say: "You have no proof. We demand a new trial in the light 
of this age. Show"us your evidence!" And they have none to 
show. The church, all the churches here in San Francisco, are, 
invited, challenged, defied, to show their evidence. And they 
dare not make the attempt. They have not a man in all their 
ranks who dare stand forth and say, "I can prove the truth of 
the Christian religion I " 

But it must be done, or they must retire. Our people will 
not rest content with a religion that has no· foundation in science, 
history, common sense, or common justice. They must prove 
up or die. H. L. K. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. 'Putnam has thefollowing lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Molalla ........ " July .... 3,4, Baker City, Or.. Sept. ........ I, 
Kalama ...... W. T.," ... 6, 7, Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 
Starks Point, W. T., and vicinity, 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 

July 9, 10, II, 12, 13, Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9, 10, 
Astoria. .........Or., July ... 14, Long Creek ...... " " 11,12, 
Stella .......... W. T.," 15,16,17, Hamilton ........ " " 14,15, 
Oswego ........ Or., " 18, 19, Monument ...... " " 16,17,' 
Arnold's Grove .. " " 20, 21, Hay Stack ....... "" 18, 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Lone Rock .••••• " " 19,20, 
Coburg ..... " Aug ........ 7,8, FossiL .......... " " 21,27, 
Lebanon .... " " ......•.•.• 9, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Olympia ...W.T.," •..... II, 12, North Yamhill ...Or., Sept ..... 29, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13, 14, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 
Davenport, " " •.•.•• 17, 18, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Cheney. .. " " ••.•••... 19, 6, 7, 
Rosalia... " ......... 20, Linkville .....Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Sprague.. " ......... 21, Sacramento .••...... Ca1., Oct. 20, 
Pasco..... " •••.••.•. 22, SanFrancisco .••..•. " "27, 
Dayton .•.. W·. T., Aug .... 24, 25, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Pomeroy .. \V. T., Aug ........ 26, of November, 
La Grange, Or .... Aug .•...•.. 29, San Diego and vicinity the month of 
Union .....Or • " .....•.. 30, December. 

THE NINE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 

I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property shall be 
no longer exempt from just taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in state 
legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and in all 
other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the govern
ment shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book or avowedly as a book 
of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of the United 
States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious festivals 
and fasts shall wholly cease. . 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that the simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead 

7 We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the obser. 
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
liberty 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the United States 
and of the. several states, but also in the practical administration of the 
same, no privilege or advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any 
other special religion; that our entire political system shall b:! founded 
and administered on a purely Secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and 
promptly made. 

IN reply to "Two SubEcribers, we would say that church 
property is not exempt by law from taxation in this statt:!. 

THE elec.ion of Dr. Dods to a professorship in New College, 
.an important denominational school in Scotland, shows that 
Scotch Presbyterianism is relaxing its rigidity. Dr. Dods repu
dhtes the full inspiration of the Bible. 

CONSIDERABLE matter which we should otherwise print is omit
ted from this week's FREETHOUGHT for obvious reasons. Thurs
day, our customary day for going to press, falls upon the Fourth 
of July, and the paper is pushed one day ahead. 

THE body of an unknown man found in the bay last week was 
mistakenly identified as that of A. D. Cridge, a nephew of Wil
liam Denton. Mr. Cridge was sufficiently alive to be present at 
the Single-Tax Society's meeting on Sunday night. 

IF the present religious fight in Canada over the Jesuits' Estates 
act ends in a civil war it will certainly teach the Canadian govern
ment a needed lesson. Perhaps, too, the politicians and people 
of our own country may see in it a warning against permitting 
church encroachment. 

WHILE Dr. R. H. Macdonald, president of the Pacific Bank, 
was conducting a prayer-meeting in the Silver Star House, the 
other day, some person stole a valuable horse-blanket out of his 
buggy at the door. The moral that goes with this incident is 
lost, and we do not know where to look for it. 

THE Sunday law is being strictly enforced in Cincinnati. It•cost the, president of the Cincinnati base-ball club $20 for per
mitting a game to be played on Sunday, June 23, and a restaurant 
keeper had his case decided against him, though he sold no 
liquors. Probably when the people get tired of this sort of thing 
they will rise up aI?-d repeal the obnoxious law, which has no 
foundation in morals, common sense, or justice. 

THE Lincoln Times, Davenport, W. T., says: "1\frs. F. C. 
Reynolds, the talented Freethought lecturer, delivered three lec
tures in this place during the week. The meetings were fairly 
attended, and all who heard her were greatly impressed with the 
almost unanswerable arguments of the lady. She is not only a 
a fl~ent and very. entertai?i~g tal~er, but ha~ made a study of her 
subjects and carnes conVIctIOn WIth her logIcal arguments. It is 
to be regretted that she was not greeted with larger houses but it 
is difficult to draw audiences where the attraction is nothin~ more 
than a lecture:' 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

"Yone Santo." 50 cents. 
"John Ward, Preacher." So cents. 
"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 
"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 
"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 
"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbath. $2. 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
"The Story of an African Farm," a good FreethouCTht novel 

by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 0' 

. J~dge Ma?uire'~ "I:eland and. the Pope," a history of papal 
mtngues agamst Insh hberty. Pnce, 50 cents.' 

RIfUBARB BIT-X:ERS. impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys. 
pepsla, promote dIgestIOn, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. . 

0 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTIO~ OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND }1USIC) 

Ethical Societies, 

.'For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

For Liberal and 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf..cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, !v~dJS, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

4~4 and 4~6 Clay st., S. F. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET~., 
San Francisco.Below ?tlontgomery. 

14 karat Gold SC'lorf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
IJ ka.at Goltl, sma I size Badg" Pin............. ..... Z ()'1
14 karat G:Jld, small size Ba.dge Piu.................. 2 75 
14 kara~ G.)ld. small size Badge Pin with Diamon,l, $5, 6 00 
10 brat GoltI, Large Badge l'in............... ...... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Lar;;e Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 kMat Go],I, l::Itilall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat GJld, Sma] Cllarm (for watch chain)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Cllarlll (for watch chain)... .... 5 60 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Luge Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This is'a full·bodic.l diamond, F('t so that it may be 
cleaned froni the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 

Sent. to any address, prepaitl, and guaranteed al repre·
ented or mont·y refunded, address,

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San FrancIsco. Cal 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
inl:s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

Men, Women. and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
t;. In~ersol~. rrice" So cents. 

The Tramp's Hint. ANNOUNCEMENT. 
He shutfled in and took a chair, 

Then fixed on us a stony glare
 I here by inform .the fruit-growers of California 

\Ve wrote away unheeding that I havemvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
Until'the clock struck twelve, and.then ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
\Ve asked him as we dropped our pen, of. It is simple in construction, will be ran by 

" \V..:II, sir, what are you needing? " steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially"Oh, nothin' much-l thought I'd call  the Zimmerman, which I have used and underI see you kind Iy mention all stand well. The folks your village visit. A model of the above dryer is on exhibitionAnd I thought 'twould help fill up if you at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street • . Should give to me a line or two- Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 'Taint. too much trouble, is it ? mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 

"Just say we're gratified to state authorized to sell the same or organize a com
.. That our old friend and college. mate, pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 

coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 
Called at our office 'tother day, 
Conversed awhile, and by the way, 

Went home with us to dinner." 

J. Ebenezer Skinner, 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Not a Pleasant Outlook. Republio of North America 
Little Bobby-H Ma, will I go to heaven BY ACAPITALIST. 

when I die?" A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
Mother-HIf you are a good boy you for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 

present conditions of society in this country,will." 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how " Will you go too?" it is almost impossible that the people should be 

"I hope so, Bobby. ' other than poor and vicious under our present
" And will pa?" system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com· 
" Yes, we will all be there some time." munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 

the future Republic of North America, as it willBobby didn't seem altogether satisfied, 
be when society shall be organized on the princiand after some thought he said: ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig

H I don't see how I'm going to have orusly wlitten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

much fun."--Texas Siftings. 
 Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Dead to the World. J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS,
Towne--That's too bad about Dingley, 

isn't it? . The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
Browne-How? What's that? eight ch:l.jJters in refutation of the assumption 

that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, Towne-Joined the silent majority. 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents.Browne-What I dead? 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of theTowne--No, married.-Time. 
biblical story ol man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 

A REMARK by l\Ir. Howell in the course cents. 

of his late reading in Boston, at the Au
 The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
thors' Fund benefit, as to "How much passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
easier it is to make one's peace with one's coming of Chri:;t has any reference to him. 

Price, IS cents. AddressGod than with one's wife," it seems to 
PUTNA~I & MACDONALD.

have especially tickled the risibilities of the 

clergy on the platform, for Bishop Potter 
 CHURCH AND STATE.is reported to have laughed until he was 

red in the face, and Bishop Coxe laughed 


THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLICuntil he cried. 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW
THE man who is busy working doesn't 


have time to read up on the subject of AMERICAN PARTY, 

capital and labor, and the man who puts in 

his time reading on that subject doesn't 
 A Criticism by "Jefferson." 

have time to work. That's why no one 
 Price, 10. cents. Address 

reaches a complete comprehension of the 
 PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
difficulty. 

VOICE from the head of the stairs GIRARD'S WILL. 
i'l\lary, has the morning paper come yet?" 

-AND-Mary (who had begun saying good-bye to 

George)-" How shall I answer him, my 
 Girard College Theology. 

dear? " George-H Tell him of course the 
 An Expose 
paper hasn't come yet, as we are just going Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnific~'
to press." bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men'sPARSON ( returning from church to small Christian Associa
boy with a pole )-" Do you know where tion. 
the little boys go who go fishing on the By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 
Sabbath?" Small boy (with pride and Price $ I. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
animation)-CI You just bet I do, and 1 
ain't a-goin' to give the snap away, either! " THE ORDER OF CliEA liON, 

A Discussion between .Gladstone, IIuxlt·y, !lluller, Lillton, . A THIEF lately stole a contribution box 
Beville on the Contlict bcf,\\euu GCIILIIUI aut! GcoiOU. 
i'Q8e. 60 ceuta.from a church~ ae went there to prey. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL- WANT~1iners ~and Millmen ftttention! 

WETTSTEIN9S 
WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guaran~ee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce SiIverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $J9.50. In4-oul}ce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 

. cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, .tc, worth $35 for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375.· S:!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

est Spectacles or Eye-glasses 
Gold do., $5 and 

(Send line of finest type you can read 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 

" Forks 
" Teaspoons 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

Temperance· and 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., dev\)ted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freelhought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDR.EADON, · . , of Edinhurgh, Soot-

I; ~ ,l2rr':,G:~,,~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1 :;,tn:~, ~~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:f~CLt~e.r~~ 
lu."r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1t I.. nc,v, 1It:II'U I "(.:, a .nd "ery lnllltructlve." 

& Lt the most poilu.ar a.nd compreh~nsiv0 lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y::"I: ~I~e~~t!:u:~ ~DI:II!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 

I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~':Uooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 

Valuable to invalids, \howin~ new mean~· by whICh tf:cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors, physl<"iaus, clergymen, crib::;;, and literat I 

T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjCCLB ('SpeciAlly import nt to young DIe N 

eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interestin Q 


4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
A NEW·F EA TURE Just intr<?duccd, consists of a ~rj..
l~ul ~bnrt•• inftvecolo guarantct..'<lt'.u~~ri~~~i- ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ . 
war phYlliologiCtlI book. ar:td rendering it Rltnin the mo~t ntrrnct-ive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we a!l'cady found 1\ ~..ld m.lne in i~ :Hr. 

work for Koehler wntt:R: .. I 11(1111 the ftr.;t Sill: boQkg ill two 

hours... Many agents take 50 or 100 at ouce, at special rates. SenWfor terms. • 


.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... white andFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. M01~ 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print a.nd illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 ditrerence is in paper IUld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW J~rk. 

_ 

Prohibitioll, THE INDEPENDENT PU LPIT. 

SUNDRIES. 

$1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 
6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz. 1.60 

Silver Thimbles .30 
Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

1.75 
1.75 

6 Guitar Strings 
Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 

·7° 
10.00 

1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

BERM'S 


Centrifugal Pulver~zer, 

Guaranteed to work One Ton 

per hour of the Hardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen . 

-ADDRESS;

H. VV. VVA-LKER, 

ASSAYER, 

109 Montgomery Block,' San Franci"co 

In replying to this advertisement. mention Freethought. 

and 
Lis 

Do;:tur 

middle· 
seminal 

au 

many
be 1 

A REGULAR EDUCATlm 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the InLst successful (in
specialty) as his practic'.e w.n 
surely ).rove. 'file 
treats all thol<e peCUliar dis
eases of young and 
aged men sllch as 
weakness. impotency, &c., rfl
sulting froIn indescretion and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book. .• Private 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Applicatiun-

A. POSrrlVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should 
read by the young fol' instruc
tion and the afHicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelope!! used. Th!,. bo:>k spoken of sent. S~lIled. 

~ddress, DR. }{. P. F ELLO" S, VINELAND, NEW JY.ItSEY . 
:Say where you saw this Advert;sement. 

[From the Wa.'1hington National View 1 . 
l)~. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers hIS valuable 

servICes to ~l! those. i~ .need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skill(~I.physIClan. Smnhar advertisements (rom unreliable 
practItIOners have beeu assailed and exposed by the press
but, Dr. Fel1<?wlI, a. specialiht, in .hlll line. stands foremost 
in hi!, profeSSion. and. the encomIUms showered UP:>n him 
publicly as well as in private. are i!atterillg evidences of 
t.~e high appreciation and cOllfidence bls long and consc en
tlOUS devOl ion to h:s specialties in his PlOfessionha.ve· so 
justly merited for Lim, and it is safe to tnlst him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST Li-';lERTV, 0., Aug. ]2, ]888 ... 

. DR. R. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sll': The remedy you sent. 
IS working like a charm. I am completely surprised the WBy _ 
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week" 
a~d that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out all 
nght. Yours respectfully, J. R. 
R~&IAJ.tKS-Th~ above is a fa.ir !\ample of the hundreds of 

testllllOmals receIved from all parts of the United States' 
(ro~ youl!g. middl" aged and elderly men. sufIerlni froni 
vanous kmds of sexual c~mplaint.~, but who are now cured 
by luy External Al,phcatwn. the greatest of all known 
remedies for this claSll of diorea8e8. As I all' an out and-out 
Lib.eral I trust the Freetl};nkers of tIle Land will giv-e in. 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money OD 
Christla.~ doct6l11...~= e.!e ___ UDR. F~LL9WB. 

http:PlOfessionha.ve
http:De(�ll.lI
http:poilu.ar
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WM. W. NOBLE, 

~1erchant Tailor. 

1222 STOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 

DREse SUITS A SPECI.A.LTY. 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

1'1\CIPIC Cl\I{RIAGE C()~ 
BUSINESS OPFICE,1.1. POWELL ST. 


C)LIVKR JlINCKI.Ii.V SUPERINTENDENT 


CentraJ Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1.950. 


J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS &~t. SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect £t guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvit~. the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. 'lAS. A ..REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

lxEl'.lSBUl~G·S V'VORI<S. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cenb 
per dozen. As a Missionary lJocument it u 
unext:elled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor· 
ality; Criminal ~(atistics, showing the creed~ 
of the prisuners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci 
ence; the Church and Learning; the Churd 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
l<.eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. , 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and l'rankHn. .Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by xripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheattng; Theft and }{ohbery; Adultery and 
1'rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intoler ance and 
Persecution; [njustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy;Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran. 
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. .Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabb.ath·Breaking.o This is the best and mos; 
thorough work ever wriuen on the Sabbath 
from a ralional puint of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following healls: Origin of the Sab· 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~cliptures and the Sabbath; Examination 01 

~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
Lath; Testimuny of the Christian Fathers; Ih. 
Sahha: h during the Middle Ages; the Puritat 
~abbalh; Testimony of l hristian Reformers. 
&:hul:l'·s. and Divines; Abrogation of Sunda,Y 
Lawl> Cl Pdce, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

THE LATEST FJ\SHIONS 


USI NESS SUITS POR.................................................... $25.0'0 

HE S S SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 
ANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C:E3:.AS. F. ::BUF&.a-.LVL.A. N"• 

. TAILOR, 
-101. FIFTH STREET 1.01.

P. A. CLARK. elIAS. W. CLAl:K 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN 

Gata/pas for Timber Culture a 


Specialty. 

Have at Th£oir Nurseries nIl Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 
Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vmeyards. 

Adllres8 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, Sdn Jacinto, Cal 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mar) 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's Way, 15 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

An 'muBtration of Faith. 

"Now, Johnnie, can you tell me what 
faith is? You remember I explained it to 
you last Sunday." 

" Faith is a belief in things unseen." 
"Right. Now give me an illustration of 

the meaning." 
"I believe der boys are havin' p. great 

ball game in der church yard, but der 
windows is so blamed high I can't get a 
squint at dem." 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. "egeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court i:; a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on SCientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

tir Terms, $2 per year. $ I for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. Sample copies sent free on application. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANriy, 
An Important 'A·ork by Gibbon. the historian. Compris. 
ing all tha.t relates to the prO!rr~ of the Christian reli. 
gion in "The Historj of the De. line and }<'all of the Roman 
Empire," and a Vindication (never bt·fore published in 
this (,'Ountry) of BOrne pas!la;rCS ill the 15th anil 16th chap
knl, by Edward Gibbon, Esq., with a Lite of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, Including variorum 
notes by Ouizot, Wenck, Milman. "an Engli~h Church. 
man," and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 8M pRICes. 
Cloth. With EngraviDgL Price, $1 60. 

ROBERT O. INGERSOLL'S cr 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
OD the DeclaratIon of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration Itself, and the nat.ional ..n. 
\bem entitled "Land of Liberty." Price, 10 centa; 6 cop
lea, !5 centaj 26 copies, $1. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
Jr.L,La.wa ot the Moral and PhYIlIca1 World. By &roa 
D'lIolb&ch. A DeW ..od lnlproyed edUion, ",iUl Doka bJ 
DIMre&. 'I'wo yohuDel la 0-. Prioe, as. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price.,5o cents. 

http:Jr.L,La.wa
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JUST PUBLISHED.· JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
~ OF II1F1DEl.dTY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-Ne~ York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was II The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with gloriollS 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaJed on our platform 
---a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE ],0 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGE1:x.SOLL'S "\"lOH.Ks. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum
boldt," "Thomas Paille," "Individuality," 
and. "Heretics and Heresies. to 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
solI." 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 

A Story of Tolstoi. 

Count Leon Tolstoi was taking a walk 
in Moscow last week, when he saw a police
man struggling with a moujik. The po
liceman got. the best of it, and when the 
moujik was laid out in the mud Tolstoi 
rushed up, pushed the gorodovoi away, 
helped the moujik up, and turning back on 

the policeman, asked: 
"Can'st thou read, my friend ?" 
"I should think so." 
"Well, hast thou read the holy gospel ?" 
"Yes, I have." 

clOlh, $1 25. ~"Well, how dare you forget that it for-
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain bids a man. to strike his neighbor?" 

cloth, $1 25. The policeman hesitated a minute, and 
What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 2 5 , then collaring the moujik said to the cele-

c~ntlO 
The Christian. Religion. By R. G. ~ngersoll,1

Jl~dge Jer~mlah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
FIsher. I aper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. . 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
Sl per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York OburtJn-. By Robert G . 

. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

brated novelist: 
" And you, do you know how to read? " 
"Yes," said Count Tolstoi. 
" R d th l' I t' ?"ea e po Ice regu a Ions 
II No" 
"W~ll, then," continued the policeman, 

as he formed the procession towards the 
station," just go home and read them be-

PUTNAM'S -WORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was mad, 
by an ~tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Piice, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
n-! G. Ingn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; uch with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first pag-e to last with 
the livni spirit of to.daY."-7ohn SwilltOll" 
Pu-. 

"'hy Don't He Lend a H:lnd? And Other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, (0 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vig')rous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, nUll stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgnrius. 0 

\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. ",A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
no\'el and 'ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The (/Izi'lllrse, 
San Frmuisco. . 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very atlractive."-Dr. Filou's Health 
Jlonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"\Vritten in a. rather fa.miliar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, libt:ral, and sensihle, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very cle\'er dream, and very pleasantly 
related.o It is well worth reading."-BosIOlS 
Illvntip'otor, 

PrutntlllCUl:t. A tGem. j'; I~'e, ~l. ,'It is 
cTlimmed with life, thought all.! pro olln.j elJlo
tion, fourel\ furlL, it "c.:ms to me, ,\'1\ h ex
traon.linill) richne:.s and beauty."-Dr.lIe;I1Y 
H/. Be/I.'wi. C' 

Gottlieb: Hh life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Ea,th, Heaven and Hdl. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties or 
this simple, yet touc11ingly told little tale, 
would be a work of "'hich I confess myself 

. utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all rov life before."- Elmi1Za DyqJu Simiur. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .Falle Teachings of the Christian Church. 
P.rice, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The .Cathollo Church and the Public Schools 


fore !roinoa' about in the streets interfering. Pnce, 5 cents. 

with 
OJ 

people."-New Orleans Times. Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

A VERY small boy recently present was A FEW DAYS IN ATHE.NS. 
A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, Iat a balloon ascension. As the gia'antic 

S cents. • bird-like machine sailed up I'nto the °clouds' By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS11 

the Greek Philusopher, and of the Author: 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size ! with its human freight, the small boy pulled Price. cloth, 75 cents. 

octavo, paper, 10 cents. his mother's dress excitedly and exclaimed: 
Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one "Wha~ wi!! God say when he see. that Address; Putnam & Macdonald 

volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. a-commg? 504 Kearny st. San Francisco 
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THE news about the prize-fight crowded out the reports of last 
Sunday's sermons fI;om the morning pl,pers. The reading public 
will never know what it has lost or gained. 

MODESTO is the godliest town in the state. It has less than 
th~ee thousand inhabitants and supports eight churches. Cleanli
ness is nowhere near godliness, however, in Modesto, as the town 
is badly in need of waterworks and a sewage system. 

SONS do not always turn out to the credit of their sires. Thus 
the son of General Sherman has become a Catholic priest. The 
religion of the general is much like that of Thomas Paine. Be
ing asked what he believed he answered, "I believe in God al
mighty. That is as far as I have got." 

A BALTIMORE dispatch announces that Cardinal Gibbons has 
received a beautiful present from Pope Leo XIII. It is a large 
golden and richly jeweled ostensorium, and was sent to the car
dinal as a souvenir of the pope's jubilee. The dispatch does not 
say whether there was anything in it or not, but it is probably 
not so full as it was before the pope took it wi.th him on his jubilee. 

VICAR-GENERAL PRENDERGAST had a big audience at his lecture 
on the "Lourdes Miracles." He told the story of how a' French 
peasant girl saw the vision of the Virgin up a gulch in the Pyrenees 
mountains, and how miraculous cures had been effected there 
ever since. The audience gaped and swallowed, and the daily 
papers ~aid a column of the drivel before their readers the next 
day. It is our opinion that if a brass jackass should get into a 
Catholic pulpit and hee-honk for an hour, every daily in the city 
would record its bray as gospel truth. 

THE Examiner, of Monday, the 8th, says: "If a general 
European war should break out to-day, if President Harrison 
should be assassinated, the pope leave Rome, and Queen Victoria 
take up her residence in San Francisco, it would be interesting to 
see what column would first enchain the attention of newspaper 
readers to-morrow. It would be tolerably safe to bet that three 
out of four would look first to see how the Sullivan-Kilrain fight 
had turned out." This is a humiliating confession, all the more 

so because true. And the press is largely responsible for the de
plorable amount of interest taken in prize-fights. It makes heroes 
of men on account of their brute strength, their agility, and their 
hitting powers; yet there is not a man in the world as strong as 
horse, as agile as a monkey, or with the hitting power of a mule. 

MR. COLIN M. BOYD, of the supervisorial finance committee, 
has pmposed a scheme which will save the city of San Francisco 
about a hundred dollars per month, but it is doubtful if its results 
will be beneficial. Heretofore the commissioners of insanity 
have been paid for examination of persons suspected of lunacy, 
whether the patient proved to be insane or not. Mr. Boyd pro
poses that the doctors shall be paid only for commitments. 
From an economical point of view the proposition has everything 
to commend it, but it is nothing more nor less than a bribe of
fered the commissioners to find every person insane who is 
brought before them. Considering the liability of sane people 
to be condemned under the present system, it seems hardly 
necessary to adopt Mr. Boyd's scheme to populate the asylums. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, July 14, at 8 o'clock. Hon. F. B. Perkins will lecture 
on "Persecution." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

The Oregon ,mist enveloped Woodburn, fold upon fold, 
and it did not look very promising for the first Freethought 
lecture to be given here. But I was happily disappointed. The 
few Freethinkers did their work :well, and the hall was nearly 
full. A fair beginning has been made. 

Mr. \V. M. Cline and family, formerly of Silverton, are now 
residents of this thriving place, and it was mainly through their 
efforts that the campaign was opened. They are all thoroughly 
devoted to the cause, and not afraid of work or the avowal of 
principles. I had a pleasant sojourn in their new home, and I 
could not find greater encouragement than among these gener
ous allies who contribute youth and enthusiasm to the advance 
guard. 

The misfortune of sickness cast its shadow upon our effort. 
Mrs. Cline was seriously ill, and our heart-felt sympathy is with 
our good friends, and hope for health and brightness again. 

Major Leonard and others aided in the enterprise, and evi
dently there is a favorable Freetliought element in Woodburn. 

H. E. Nelson, son of our friend.Nelson, of Stark's Point, \V. 
T., is now located here, and he is one who can be counted on 
every time for the colors. 

From Woodburn I take my way to Canby, where the Methodist 
camp-meeting is in full blaze. The skies are cloudy, and in 
view of the unfavorable signs we hold our meetings in the 
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school-house. We have a larger number than the big tabernacle 
at the camp-ground. Sunday morning I go to the camp-meeting. 
About one-half of the multitude linger outside, and seem to en
joy the sunshine and neighborly talk better, than the sermons. 
The sermons have the old refrain. This morning it was on 
"Sanctification," and the "sanctified" ones were expected to 
come forward and stir up the sinners. But the sfnners seem to 
be few and far between. They don't put in an appearance. Con
versions are scarce. If one does emerge, however, they make 
the most of him, and give him credit for every possible enormity 
in order to make him a "burning and shining light." The 
other day the following confession was made, and the Amens 
came thick and fast: "I was a horsethief" (Amen! Amen!); "I 
have had murder in my heart" (Amen! Amen! from all parts of 
the house); "I have been on a drunk for the last three weeks" 
(Amen! Amen! Thank the Lord! etc.). The significance of these 
ejaculations was somewhat bewildering to the bystanders. Evi
dently the brethren felt they had got hold of a sinner of the 
first water. Hence the delight manifested. 

In the afternoon I lectured in Lee's grove, and there was 
quite a large attendance. Owing to the uncertainty of the weather 
signs, there was not a great number from abroad, but enough 
for a good hand-shake. In the evening the school-house was 
full to overflowing, and many went away for want of room. The 
audience was twice that of the camp-meeting, alth~gh the 
ministers "volleyed ~nd thundered." The result is quite en
couraging. If the Freethinkers of Canby would club together 
and build a hall, they would be the commanding element in the 
community, and I look forward to the carrying out of such an 
enterprise. 

L. P. Howard is one of our earnest workers at this point, and, 
take them altogether, from the grandfather and grandmother, 
who are still in the prime of life, to the little babies, the How
ards make a regiment for Freethought. The babies are just as 
ready to stand up and be counted as the veterans, and are not at 
all afraid to express their sentiments upon the platform as well 
as elsewhere. I found them jolly coadjutors, both when asleep 
and awake. Beneath the trees and in the changing sunshine and 
cloud, Mt. Hood glittering magnificently through the vista, I 
pass a delightful day in this rural home, where labor mingles 
with cheerful thought and the inspirations of the glad to-mor
row. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Knight are also among our genial en
tertainers, and Miss Ella and Miss Laura, the children, are of our 
"band of hope," although Miss Ella, who has a bright genius for 
music, does play for the orthodox Sunday-school; but the next 
time, in the new hall, I expect she will make the strains vibrate 
for liberty and progress. 

Down by the grove Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Lee and family keep 
the gentle fires of Freethought aglow upon the hearthstone. The 
grandmother likes to speak a good word for orthodoxy, but I 
guess that comes from a natural benevolence for the" under dog" 
in the intellectual fight, which of course is creditable to head and 
heart. The Lees are Liberal in every direction, and take in both 
worlds with a broad vision, and don't lose the glory of earth in 
the contemplation ~f summ~rland. The beauty of nature and 
the spirit of humanity blend in this forest temple. 

Wm. Barlow, the orthodoxy of whose wealth is thoroughly 
recognized by the churches, is a staunch Secularist, and is ready 
always to lend a hand and keep the wheels of progress in mo
tion. He proposes to give $50 for the new hall. Mr. Lee offers 

twenty. If others respond like this it looks as if the Church of 
Humanity would prevail. Dr. Knight is one of the" peculiar 
people." It is pretty difficult to tell which side he really belongs 
to. He attended all the lectures, and said he should watch me 
close, and catch me on the hip if possible. However, he didn't 
seem to find the occasion, and, take it 'all in all, it -strikes me the 
doctor defends orthodoxy only in a Pickwick ian sense, and I 
don't believe he expects to be an angel according to John Calvin 
or St. Paul. 

\Vm. Knight, Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, 1\1r. and 1\1rs. :Dasheil, 
Mrs. May, and others are in the ranks of progress. W. 'V. ]esse 
and friends were present from New Era. Mr. Jesse says he has 
been dead and buried since I saw him last, having had a severe 
attack of typhoid fever, but he still remains in the flesh as large 
as life. George Johnson was present from Oregon City, and he 
has determined with the ringing of the Bell to make an attack on 
orthodoxy. Mr. J. E. Coates has taken to himself a better half 
since I was here, and all agree that this is both fair and \Vright. 

Tuesday I return to Turner. Our friend 1\irs. White, who're
ceived such severe injuries, did not recover consciousness, and 
died on Saturday morning and was buried on Saturday evening. 
A bright life was suddenly quenched in darkness. Helpless to 
avert the dread disaster, the heart is still strong to revere the 
memory of one who has made so much sunshine for this world. 
Mr. White is recovering, and bears his sufferings with fortitude. 
Although 76 years of age he seems to have the energy of youth. 

Uncle Small and Grandmother Small greet the· pilgrim with 
Liberal cheer. . Uncle Small is bound to hold the fort, if nobody 
else will. He doesn't take very kindly to the clergymen, but is 
willing to give them a square meal if they will pay the average 
price. He doesn't believe in supporting the churches, for he de
clares that he can do his own preaching if he wants any. 

Dr. and Mrs. Matteson, of Aumsville, have worked faithfully 
to bring out the Liberal element in this land of orthodoxy. Th~ 
Methodists and Campbellites have it about their own way. The 
audience was quite slim, but I am not discouraged. The Free
thinkers might present a good front if all would show their colors. 
Many just now are afraid to do this. It is a matter of business 
to keep still and let the churches rule. 

Wm. Sims stands for Freethought like the gra!lite hills, and he 
was with us at Turner-always a generous pioneer. 

The birds of the air shall tell who else was present at Turner. 
It should be sung, not written. 

Molalla, with its splendid success, will give courage for a year's 
hard work. I arrive here July 3, and give an afternoon discourse 
to about two or three hundred, but the gala day is the Fourth of 
July, and I don't believe there was a grander celebration any
where in the state. At dawn the thundering salute greeted the 
unfurled banners, and from mountains and woods far away, and 
streams and fields, wended the solitary horseman, the crowded 
wagon, the buggy with just room enough for two, the hack with 
always room for one more, the buckboard swaying like the wind, 
and vehicles of various sort. Some traveled on foot. All trooped 
to the magnificent grove where the gorgeous sunlight, from a 
eloudless sky, was softened and glorified in the thick green 
branches, and the glittering arcades made a cool retreat for the 
multitude. By ten o'clock two thousand had gathered together 
in the spacious forest-a bright, varied, cheerful gathering of 
men, women: and children-all intent on a glorious celebration 
of the nation's holiday. .The Molalla Brass Band discoursed 
music whose martial strains floated with the starry banner. 
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Robert Divine gave a bright opening speech and then read the 
Declaration of Independence. That is the kind of a divine we 
want, one who never utters a prayer, but talks good Rense. I 
then gave an address on "The Centenary of the American Re-· 
public." After that came music and dancing. President Trol
linger gave me a seat at his table, spread upon the greensward, 
and the lunch proceeded to the entire satisfaction of all. In the 
afternoon the multitude again came together, and I addressed 
one of the largest assemblages of the campaign. A good many 
orthodox were in the crowd, but they took the matter presented 
without much ado. Afterward sounded the music for the young 
folks and dancing, which was kept up until the silver mo::m took 
the place of the golden sun. The old folks gradually dispersed. 
Everything was peaceable and a more enjoyable picture was 
never presented than these woods, alive with people, where not 
a single boisterous or quarrelsome word was spoken. I believe 
that this was the largest gathering, under the auspices of Free
thou~ht, in the country. The grove makes a most beautiful 
temple of nature and humanity. Near by is Wright's spring, the 
most sparkling water I have yet tasted. Our Molalla friends 
may feel proud of this superb gathering. The day was brilliant, 
and never was hope more shining for the hosts of Freedom. 

A large number of names were received for the Oregon State 
Secular Union, and the work is thus going forward to ever larger 
results and broader fields. 

Our Molalla friends intend to make Wright's Grove a central 
point for this section-to build a pavilion and accommodations 
for visitors. This delightful spot will be historic in the annals of 
Freethought. The verdant, delicious scenes shall feel the throb 
of freedom's undaunted soul. 

If I begin with the \V rights and the Trollingers and the Klises 
and £he Linns-, where shall I end the br:ght roll of the hundred 
and more friends I met at this brilliant festival? To name them 
all would take quite a page of FREETHOUGHT, and so we must let 
the names rest in happy memory while the faces and the greet
ings shall be for hope-hope of the splendid future, when 
humanity" shall be_good and great and joyous, and beautiful and 
free." 

The forest sings along our pathway its hymns of cheer. The 
rivulet and the fountain sparkle to the answering flowers. 
The sky rolls away its clouds and gives· its sweetest face of blue. 
And when the sunset comes the golden banners answer to our 
flag of freedom. And the silver moon, shining through the 
glorious roof of leaves upon the twinkling feet that keep time to 
merry strains, and the midnight stars hailing the white sea of 
dawn; these will make more beautiful the path of toil. And all 
of Nature's wealth and glory shall weave eternal promise for the 
struggling heart. SAMUEL P. PVTNA)I. 

A DEPENSE OF CATHOLICISM. 

70 tlu Editors of Fruthougnt: 
I am at a loss to understand why Liberals should continually turn 

their heaviest guns against the Catholics. From close observation and a 
life-time acqnaintance with them, as well as other denominations, I am 
inclined to believe that of all the religious sects in the United States 
the Catholic is the most consistent and the most conservative. 

It matten little to us what has been done in olden times, or what is 
still being done in foreign countries. The burning of "John Rogers" 
and Servetus is now nothing to us. If the Catholic clergy are plotting 
the overthrow of our republican government, and the establishment of a 
hierarchy in its stead-as many seem to think-it is no more than 
Protestantism is openly and boastingly attempting. 

The Catholic bishops of the United States have frequently declared 

that no such conspiracy among them has ever existed, and that they, as 
a religious sect, have no desire or disposition to interfere or to meddle 
with governmental or national affairs. There is nothing in the history of 
Catholicism, in the United States of America, to warrant a denial of this 
assertion. 

I hold that all religions (and especially the Christian), whatever forms 
they may assume, are dangerous to our liberties; and It seems to me 
that Liberals and conservatives have enough to do to watch and guard 
against the constant encroachments upon their liberties by the ignorant 
and howling fa.natics of the Protestant churches. Much has been said of 
late about illiteracy among Catholics. This senseless outcry I believe 
. to b~ false-lying statistics to the contrary notwithstanding. I am not 
prepared to say that the Catholic religion is not as good as the best, or 
that the Catholic schools are not as free from sectarianism as any other. 
I am not sure that Catholic education is not superior to the fussy, ex
perimental, and bugological teachings of Protestant schools; or that 
Catholics as a class are not as intelligent, as law-abiding, and patriotic 
as any other. Let us give the devil his due. J. C. P. 

Turlock, Cal., June 30, 1889. 

\Ve believe that no Liberal has ever criticised the Catholic 
church for inconsistency or lack of conservatism. It is quite a 
consistent institution. It has always been consistently wrong. 
It has always advocated intolerance and has always practiced it. 
The church of Rome is likewise conservative. It is opposed to 
innovations. and therefore to progress. We differ with our cor
respondent, however, when he says it "matters little to us what 
has been done in olden times, or what is still being done in for
eign countries." An institution is to be judged by its record 
rather than by its promises. We know that the Catholic church 
has ruined every country in which it has had the contro1ling 
power; As Ingersoll says, it reduced Ireland to a harp, Spain to 
a guitar, and Italy to a hand-organ. Ireland is still under the 
heel of the pope, who has always intrigued with her enemies; 
Spain is the most ignorant, superstitious, and Catholic country on, 
the ·globe, and only since Italy pushed the vicar of Chrbt from 
the throne of the Cresars has that nation been more than a mere 
"geographical expression." In America the church attacks 
about the only institution of which we have any reason to be 
proud, namely, the public schools. She has already captured 
every other citadel. Our politicians qlacken the shoes of the 
pope's minions whenever ordered to do so. The Catholic vote 
is bought and paid for with political favors. \Vherever there is 
a strong Catholic element, as in our large cities, government is 
corrupt, illiteracy is on the increase, and the prisons are crowded; 
and a majority of the corrupt, the illiterate, and the criminal are 
Roman Catholics, although that church claims only one-sixth of 
the entire population. 

The burning of John Rogers counts against the Catholic 
church, and so would the burning of Servetus if the Catholic 
church had had anything to do with that crime. Murder on 
the record of a church forms as great a blot as it does on the 
record of an individual. The church still justifies the persecution 
of Galileo and the burning of Bruno, and shows no repentance 
over the infamies which have marked her entire career. She 
would repeat them all if she had the power. 

Our correspondent's doubt as to the truthfulness of charges 
against the intelligence, loyalty, and patriotism of Roman Catho
lics would disappear at once if he would take the trouble to in
fo~ himself on the subject. It is notorious that parochial school 
training is vastly inferior to that of the public schools. Even 
Catholic parents are aware of this fact, and the greatest vigilance 
is necessary on the part of priests to keep them from withdrawing 
their children from church schools and sending them to the public 
institutions. In all competitive examinations, civil service and 
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other, the pupils of parochial schools fall far behind. As to the 
law-abiding character of Catholics, the prison statistics are a suf
ficient testimony. Archbishop Riordan found six hundred of 
his co-religionists at San Quentin, June 23, 1889, and two hun
dred and fifty of them received the H sacrament." In the matter 
of patriotism Catholics differ from other citizens in that they own 
allegiance to the pope of Rome, a foreign potentate, instead of 
the government of the United States. 

When Mr. J. C. P. has carefully digested these facts he will have 
no further excuse for being at a loss to know why Liberals should 
continually turn their heaviest guns against the Catholic church. 

A RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION. 

A very interesting discussion of orthodox religion has just 
been published in the columns of the Fresno Republican. It 
was opened innocently by Judge J. W. North, of Oleander, who 
addressed the editor of the Republican in order to call attention 
to the Rev. Minot J. Savage's striking article in the June number 
of the North American Review. The judge alleged that Mr. 
Savage had shown the "utter baselessness of the popular religious 
theories known as orthodox,'" and added that the article, coming 
from one of the ablest thinkers of the country, was fraught with 
deep significance. 

There seems to have been no occasion for a reply to Judge 
North's letter, but the Rev. :Martin Judy felt called upon to say 
something, and he supplied the public with the information that 
Mr. Savage had been assaulting evangelical Christianity for many 
years, ~d that if he should keep on for twenty years longer "he 
might have about as much effect upon it as a little child would 
have upon Gibraltar if it should attempt to demolish that fortress 
with its little fists." . 

Judge North replied by asking the Rev. Mr. Judy what consti
tuted orthodoxy, and whether he had not recognized vast changes 
of front in religion within the past few years. During that time 
the church had given up many things which it had been heresy 
to question. Men who once lost eminent positions for their 
opinions had been reinstated and their views accepted. ,Once 
Genesis was the Gibraltar, but it had been demolished by science, 
and geology reigned in its stead. 

The Rev. Mr. Judy, in rejoinder, asks "permission to pass 
over the alleged facts and take up," etc., etc. Judge North, in 
returning to the fray, says that the reverend gentleman's wish to 
"pass over the facts" reminds him of a man in the lower part of 
the state who used to say, "Laying joking aside and throwing 
facts in the shade, we will go on," except that Mr. Judy did not 
care to lay joking aside; he only wanted to throw facts in the 
shade. The judge then gives his authority for the facts previously 
stated, and implores Mr. Judy to consider them. But Mr. Ju:Iy, 
in his next letter, is as obdurate as ever. He desires to leave 
vexed questions to God, while he goes on preaching the gospel 
as he understands it, and drawing his salary. He goes back to 
the original figure of Christianity as a rock with Infidels ham
mering their fists against it. And then he withdraws from the. 
discussion; and considering the small amount he accomplished 
his readers will probably wonder why he ever went into it. 

Judge North, ~n conclusion, expresses regret that a discussi6n 
which was just approaching some important truths should have 
ended so suddenly, and intimates that if Mr. Judy had given his 
readers more facts and less dogmatism, and had appealed to rea
son instead of authority, he would have had more influence with 
the people at large. 

This discussion, we learn, has' attracted more attention than 
anything of the kind that has ever taken place in Fresno. \Vith 
the consent of both parties we should be glad to republish it in 
full. Also anything further that either may have to say upon the 
same subject. 

THE CHEERFUL GIVER. 

The appended letters deserve recog~ition in eloquent thanks. 
The writers have placed us and this p3.per under the deepest 
obligation: 

HUDSON, N. Y., June 23, 1889. 
MESSRS' PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I inclose twenty dollars toward sus

taining the pUblication of FREETHOUGHT, and hope for you that succe~,S 
which, if dependent on your efforts, would be assured. Your ambition 
and enthusiasm in the cause will naturally incline you to continue the 
publication of FREETHOUGHT so long as there is a fair prospect of its be
coming self-sustaining within a reasonable time, without which I would 
caution you to discontinue before allowing the paper to impoverish you. 

Fraternally yours, J. A. SMITH. 

Unfortunately, or fortunately, as the case may be, there is no 
chance for FREETHOUGHT to reduce the circumstances of its pub
lishers. They are of the class who have everything to ga.in. 

Another letter-this from an earnest, talented, and Liberal 
woman-reads briefly: 

NIPOMO, July 2, 1889. 
EDITORS OF FREETHOUGHT: Inclosed please find fifteen dollars, 

which, with what I sent before, makes the amount of my promised con
tribution for 1889. Wishing success to FREETHOUGHT, I am very truly 
yours, MRS. JOHN ROBINETT. 

Surely success ought to follow such encouragement. 
An unexpected friend in the new state up north introduces 

himself laconically with this note: 
ROSALIA, W. T. 

To THE EDITORS OF FREETHOUGHT: Inclosed please find twentY-dol
lars. You will send FREETHOUGHT to my address and that of another 
sent herewith. The balance you can use as you please. WM. FISK. 

To all these excellent friends, and to others 'whose helping 
hands have been -extended, we again say, Thanks! They may 
have the satisfaction of knowing that it is through their sacrifice 
that FREETHOUGHT at present exists. 

Then, again, here is a letter whose advice should not be over
looked. It is from W. F. Freeman, of Stockton, who·sends two 
renewals and three new names, and writes: 

" It won't do for you to be dependent on contributions. You must 
have a good paying list of subscribers, which can be secured to FREE
THOUGHT by every present subscriber paying promptly his own dues and 
getting a new patron once or twice a year. A little money and effort 
from each would assure success and win deserved credit for Liberalism." 

Mr. Freeman is one of those exemplary Liberals who follow 
the advice they give to others. He is an indefatigable worker 
for FREETHOYGHT, which is indebted to hi,S efforts and influence 
for two score subscribers in Stockton and elsewhere. 

Nothing could be better for the paper than that each subscriber 
should consider himself an agent authorized to solicit and for
ward subscriptions, reserving the expense incurred for posting, 
registering, or purchasing money orders. In this way our list 
would increase with constantly accelerating velocity. 

In the foregoing letters friends have laid before them both ex
ample and precept. It seems to us that the example must prove 
contagious, and the precept be considered worthy of following 
by all who find it practicable. In that belief we ask our patrons 
to give the matter their serious attention. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may De had for $2.50. 
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THE people of North Yamhill, Oregon, celebrated the Fourth 
of July this year in a manner creditable alike to their liberality 
and their patriotism. A long procession, in which were thirteen 
young ladies dressed in white, and on hor:;eback, representing 
the thirteen original states, marched to the music of a brass band 
to a grove near the village. Hon. Lee Loughlin, who presided, 
made an appropriate speech from the stand, and a young man 
read the Declaration of Independence. Patriotic songs by half 
a dozen singers, and the sweet strains of the band, made the 
woods vocal with music. Many had come from different parts 
of the state to hear the oration announced t6 be delivered by B. 
F. Underwood, and this was a prominent part of the celebration. 
There were present 4000 people. The oration was bold, direct, 
and dealt in a vigorous manner with current questions of a 
national character. It praised Paine for his great services, and 
spoke of the importance of the complete secularzation of the 
state, and yet it gave general satisfaction, and was liked the bet
ter for being a departure from the old stereotyped Fourth of 
July oration. A barbecue, a base-ball game, athletic sports, and 
a trotting match on the race course, were among the features of 
the day. No accident and no disturbance of any kind marred 
the harmony of the celebration, which was enjoyed by old and 
young. An effort was made by the committee of arrangements 
to secure a minister to open the proceedings with prayer, in 
deference, no doubt, to the wishes of the religious element; but 
the effort was not successful and there was one celebration from 
which prayer was omitted, as it was from the Constitution of the 
United States. The affair is pronounced the most successful of 
the kind ever held at North Yamhill. 

. DR. WESTBROOK'S article on "Infidelity" recently published in 
'FREETHOUGHT and other Liberal papers sets forth the author's 
objections to that term quite learnedly. Nevertheless the world 
has elected to call us Infidels; Freethinkers have accepted the 
title, and there seems to be no help for it. There is nothing 
opprobrious about the word as generally understood and em
ployed, and the many great names marshalled under its banner 
would redeem it if there were. In the ultimate analysis there 
are objections to almost any name unbelievers in Christianity 
could assume. Even" Freethinker" is ambiguous, since there 
can be no absolute free thought. People think according to 
evidence, which they cannot control, and free thought is as un
thinkable as free will. He who would be a free thinker ac
cording to the original meaning of the words must throw off the 
influence of facts and experience, provided such a thing were 
possible, and form his conclusions without premises. "Free
thinker," however, is a title that Infidels or Rationalists have 
'chosen, and, as understood, it answers the purpose admirably. 
And, after all, if a consensus of the competent should decide that 
the word Infidel or Freethinker was inappropriate and objection
able, there would still be a large number of the most active op
ponents of sacerdotal encroachments who would declare that 
either was good enough to describe their attitude toward current 
superstition, and go on using one or both just the same. 

THE pope has sounded an alarm of war, and announces his 
intention of leaving Rome for some place in Spain. A corre
spondent of the New York Herald says: "The pope, through the 
c3.rdinal secretary of state, has sent a copy of his lately pronounced 
allocution to all the powers, accompanied by a note asking 
whether they will interest themselves in his condition or not. No 

I have reason to believe that the ItaJjan government has foreseen 
and provided against the effect ofthis nQte. with the powers. It 
is certain that all reports of the pope's departure are disseminated 
from the Vatican itself. They are, therefore, generally believed 
to be merely the means of exciting the attention of E,Jln.pe, but 
I have reason to believe that in certain events his departure may 
really be decided upon." Catholics in this country place little 
dependence upon these rumors, as, should the supreme pontiff 
leave his present quarters, his title of bishop of Rome would be 
forfeited. A pope living outside of Rome would be like a presi
dent of the United States residing in a foreign country. 

HE~RY W. GRADY, of Atlanta, Ga., got off this piece of flap.. 
doodle the other day before the graduates of the University of 
Virginia: 

" Let it be understood in my parting words to you that I am no pessi
mist as to this RepUblic. 1 know that my country has reached a point of 
perilous greatness, and that strange forces not to be measured or com. 
prehended are hurrying her to heights that dazzle and blind all mortal 
eyes-but I know that beyond the uttermost glory i~ enthroned the Lord 
,God Almighty, and that when the hour of her trial has come he will lift 
up his everlasting gates and bend down above her in mercy and love. 
For with her he has lodged the ark of his covenant with the sons of men," 

There are men on this coast who will bet dollars against 
doughnuts that Mr. Grady does not know what he is talking about. 

THE Pacific Union, a paper "devoted to the interests of 
Laborers and Producers," takes the Twentieth Century across its 
knee and gives the editor a whaling for expressing doubts about 
the efficacy of prayer. There ought not to be two sides to a 
question so easily settled. If Mr. Hines, of the Pacific Union, 
believes that prayers are answered, let him make a test case and 
pray for something. If he can show that prayer brings the de
sired object, all skeptics will be put to rout. \Ve believe, how
ever, that Mr. Hines is sufficiently intelligent to know beforehand 
that he may pray at a mark the rest of his life and never hit it. 

FAITH-HEALING has claimed another victim. Numerous deaths 
have occurred in East Los Angeles in families where" faith-cure" 
is practiced. Physicians are not called and sick persons are not 
permitted to receive medical care. The last case is that of the 
two-year-old son of the Rev. William Shepherd, of the Holiness 
church. The boy was taken sick with diphtheria, and no remedy 
except prayer being administered he died July 4. The parents 
are described as cultivated and intelligent people, and perfectly 
rational upon all questions except the efficacy of prayer. 

WE are once more cheered by the weekly recurrence of otlr 
esteemed contemporary, the Golden Gate, the only Spiritualist 
paper on the coast with a forty-thousand-dollar bequest. By the 
way, the Gate still publishes its U form of bequest" for the use of 
those who wish to leave it money. Does it want the earth as 
well as the spheres? 

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for July reports that its five-dollar 
sustaining fund is in a flourishing condition. We note among 
names of donors several who have extended the helping hand to 
FREETHOUGHT. May prosperity attend Brother Green and all 
his generous patrons. 

THE faith cure kills two where it saves one. Ed. French, a 
wealthy real-estate dealer of San Diego, went crazy recently from 
mentai excitement caused by attending "divine health-cureH 

decision will be taken until the result of this new note is seen. meetings, and died July 4. 

http:E,Jln.pe
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THE Blair Sunday bill in Kansas is to be discussed vigorously. 
The Rev. Mr. Gault h--<lS been' employed by the Christians to 
ch'lmpion the bil}.,traveling over the state for that purpose, and 
'V. F. Jamie50n has been sent for to follow G.lUlt and challenge 
him for debate everywhere throughout Kansas. 

,;, THE Glory of Infidelity,' by that clear reasoner, Samuel P. 
Putnam, has been placed upon our table, and we find it an epitome 
of thol1ght, embodied in twenty pages." So observes neighbor 
Choynski, of Public Opinion. 

IT is said that twenty-thousand copies of "John \Vard, 
Preacher," have been sold since the work was issued in paper 
covers. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The business portion of Bakersfield, Kern county, afold many 
residences were destroyed by fire last Sunday. The loss IS placed 
at one million dollars.--Gen. W. A. Pile, who was known dur
ing the war as the" fighting parson," died at Monrovia, July 7. 
aged 6I.--The military bandsmen who obeyed the onJer of 
the Musical Union instead of their superior officers, and refused 
to play on the Fourth, are undergoing court mart~al for mutiny. 
--Two millions' worth of property went up m flames from 
Ellensburg, W. T., July 5. The people left homeless appeal for 
ald.--A. Waite, editor of the Santa Ana Herald, fell dead as 
he arose from his bed Friday morning, the 5th. He was an old 
settler and pioneer newspaper man.--Five constitutional con
ventions are now under way in Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Washington, and Idaho. . 

Striking laborers in Duluth, Minn., assaulted a body of polIce
men last Saturday with clubs, stones, and firearms. They ~vere 
repulsed with a loss of thirty killed and wounded, and qUleteJ 
down.--Thomas Ewing Sherman, son of General Sherman, 
went throuCYh the mummery of ordination as a Catholic priestrat 
Baltimore last Sunday.--Hailey, Id.a~o, was b?rnt out l.ast 
week. Losses foot up nearly a half mllhon.--l he extenSIOn 
of ChicaO'o's boundaries give the city a population of 1,200,000. 

--Th; Massachusetts Rifle Team, now in England, has won 
several matches from British marksmen.--The Cl)nemaugh 
valley has been deluged again with floods and the temporary im
provements swept away. ., . 

A dispatch from Rome says that the pope has mdicated lllS 

preference for Cardinal Lavige:ie a~ his successor.--~homas 
P. Gill and Joseph R. Cox, NatIOnalIst members of ParlIament, 
were arrested in London Sunday. They afterwards left for 
Drogheda in charge of officers.--Wilkie Co~lins, the. Englis~l 
novelist, has suffered a partial stroke of paralysI~, and l11S condI
tion is considered serious.--Many of the fnends of Henry 
George are urging him to become a British subject and enter 
.Parliament for a Scotch district. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 
H Yone Santo." 50 cents. 
tcJohn Ward, Preacher." 50 cents. 
"Self-Con~radictions of the Bible." 1 5 cents. 
"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 
"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. 15 cents. 
"The System of Nature," by Baron D'I-lolbach. $2. 
"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freeth~)Ught novel, 

by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 
Jujge Maguire's H Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 

intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 
" JOHN \VARD, PREACHER," has been issued in p3.per covers and 

can now be furnished for .50 cents. . 
Taylor's" Diegcsis," by the Rev. ~obert Tayl~r.. ~ discovery 

.)f the Origin, Evidences, and early hIStOry of Chnstlamty. $2. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Some weeks ago FREETHOUGHT printed a story from the .other 
side of the Atlantic relating how an ignorant Irish mechamc put 
four 7's on a coffin to express 28, whi~h was the .age?f ~he 
deceased. When the priest at the grave-sIde read the mscnptlOn 
he remarked pathetically that Michael was on~y 7777 years old, 
and then exclaimed, "Tare an' ages! how dId he escape the 
flood ?" The exclamation, I thought, contained the nub of the 
joke, but it seems I was mistaken, for the Argonaut now gives 
the yarn and winds it up with the words, He was seven thousand. H 

seven hundred and seventy-seven years old." 
This shows· how easy it is for different people to have different 

ideas about what is really funny, and reminds me of .the Met~lO
di3t Bishop Huntington's attempt to repeat a joke 111 an artIcle 
that he contributed to the Forum a: few years ago. The pun, 
which was an old one, originally consbted of the sarcastic re
mark that when the Puritans landed in the New World they first 
f ell upon their knees and ~hen fel.l upon the Aborigines.. The 
bishop, as I remember, put It forth 111 a new dr~ss. .He s~ld the}: 
"first knelt in prayer and then fell upon the prevIOus mhabitants. 

Another case of the lost joke occurred when Mr. C. B. Rey
nolds and myself were giving stereopticon lectures. He had a 
picture labeled" Sunrise." It represented a little girl looking 
out of the window in the morning. In our rehearsal, when he 
was getting off his" cackle," as he called his descriptions, he 
said, "This represents sunrise, or daughter-rise." I added" if 
you wish me to particularize." He accepted the amendment, 
and that night gave it to the audience as "sunrise, or daughter
rise if you want to be particular about it." He thought the joke 
a success, but I felt as though my amendment had been lost be
fore it got to the house. 

Col. Elliott F. Shepard says the deity sent the flood upon 
Johnstown. The Rev. Dr. Nelson, and several other local par
sons make a similar charge. So it seems that those who have 
the ~ost love for God are the first to accuse him. Another view 
of the matter is given by Elder Bartlett, a Seventh-Day Adventist, . 
who repudiates the above hypothesis, and throws the blame 
on the devil, who, he avers, was present in proper person 
and superintended the disaster. And now, totally ignoring these 
able theories, the coroner's jury returns a verdict to the effect 
that the weakness of the dam caused the accident. In view of 
these conflicting opinions, a few indictments are in order. The 
accused parties should be brought into court and plead to the 
charge, so that an anxious world may know once for all whether 
the Johnstown horror was caused by Satan, Jehovah, or Jupiter 
Pluvius. 

C. Severance, of Los Angeles, knows when to rejoice and when 
to weep. He is the carpenter who beat the six day's record 
walking for work, and then came to the conclusion that if times 
were as dull in Judea in the first century as they are in Los An
geles in the nineteenth, the probability was that the Son of Joseph 
went into the redeeming business not so much to save the world 
as because he could not get anything to do at his trade, and had 
to make a living some how. Mr. Severance is moved to write 
as follows: 

REASON TO REJOICE. 
EDITOR M.": There is something so marked and characterH 

istic about the style and expression of certain writers, that their 
productions can be instantly detected; and we do not have. to 
read the article entire and signature attached to discover the 
author. As I read the "poem" on page 39 I in FREETHOUGHT 
I was so forcibly struck with the Walt Whitman style, that, ex
cept for a few admissions made by yourself, I should certainly 
h~ve thought him the author. I have no recollection of ever 
seeing such a close imitation; and when I encountered the line 
beginning, H Ah there, Victoria. I greet you," the close re
semblance to his It rude, firm" style was so noticeable I shouted 
with joy. Here, said I, is reason to rejoice, for the mantle of 
\Vhitman (who will -ere long "pass over" and cease to produce 
his abnormal poetry) has fallen upon one who bids fair to rival 
the original inventor of that kind. The Pacific Slope has risen 
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equal to the emergency, and we behold a new candidate for 
fame immortal, with monument and dinner included. As an 
humble admirer of the "good gray poet," I greet you and salute 
you as a most worthy recipient of his mantle, which, though it has 
fallen a little more previous than usual, has done so none too 
soon to allay the fear that the supply of that kind of poetry was 
soon to be exhausted. Your first effort to supply the public de
mand is a grand success, and no " expert" can conscientiously 
say, as some of the unappreciative have said of \Vhitman's own 
productions, that "it is extravagent, paradoxical, hvperbolical, 
nonsensical, insane, dull, vile, nauseous drivel." The whole 
poem is so clearly comprehensive that its entire meaning is 
grasped even more readily than the following beautiful and 
touching lines from Whitman himself: 

"I am old and young; 
Of the foolish as much as the wise; 
Regardless of others, ever regardful of others 
Maternal as well as paternal; 
A child as well as a man; 
Stuffed with the stuff that is· coarse, 
And sluffed with the stuff that is fine." 

But comparisons will only serve to show the superiority of 
your efforts, and not believing any more are necessary to estab
lish that fact, I will close by hoping you will keep on until all 
who hunger for the style embodied in "Leaves of Grass" are 
fully sated. Thine truly, C. SEVERANCE. 

I quite agree with Mr. Severance that my poetry is a good 
deal better than anything \Vhitman ever wrote. I am now en
gaged in critically comparing my "Farewell to the Rev. Samuel 
Jones" \vith frag1Dents from Tennyson's "In Memoriam." If 
I decide that mine is the best, \Vhokeen Miller will be called 
on to defend his title of poet lariat. 

The proceedings of the last meetfng of the San Francisco 
Freethought Society were deeply interesting. The little hall was 
full of people, mostly intelligent. Mr. Kellogg exercised the 
piano with musical results; Vice-President Eastman filled the 
chair with dignitv and efficiency, and an increased number of 
ladies gave the ~ssemblage the appearance of an enlightened 
/congregation. Brothers Fergason and Pingree, by being 
absent, disappointed those who are always glad to welcome a 
large Alameda county contingent, though others from Oakland 
were there as usual. 

A song from the Cosmian Hymn Book h~ving been sung by 
aU who possessed a voice attune.d to melody, the Chair intro
duced the speaker of the evenmg, Professor Teuschel, who 
spoke upon the subject of Volapuk, the newly-invented language 
designed to supersede Chinook, Pigeon English, and other com
mercial dialects now employed on the coast. The next to the 
last letter in the word volapuk is pronounced like a German u um
laut, and should have two dots over it. The sound may be pro
duced in this country by arranging the mouth in proper shape 
for drinking out of a spring, and then saying" ee" in a calm 
tone of voice. 

Professor Teutschel's accent' indicates his German origin, and 
the way his name is spelled shows the necessity of a reform in 
current orthography. In opening his address the professor drew 
attention to the need of verbal intercourse among people of di
verse vernaculars, and said there were three ways to accomplish 
it, namely, by the employment of interpreters, by learning for
eio-n tongues, or by the adoption of a universal language. He 
c;nsidered the last method the easiest, and Volapuk 'had been 
invented to make it possible. Some have claimed that English 
is adapted for universal use, but he rejected that view. English 
grammar and orthography were irregular and inconsistent. A 
language whose spelling was so flexible that ~ word .spel~ Con
stantinople might be pronounced Jeru~alem WIthout vIo~atmg the 
rules of orthoepy did not recommend Itself for. w~rld-wlde ado!?
tion. The author of V olapuk, the speaker saId, IS John lVfartm 
Schleyer, formerly a Catholic priest, but now retired from !he 
church. Professor Schleyer knows fifty languages, plays nme 
musical instruments and is a poet and journalist of ability. 1-1e 
has translated VOlapuk into twenty-one languages, and publishes 

a paper that has a circulation of three hundred thousand copies. 
Professor Teutschel added that the news of his having lectured 
before the San Francisco Freethought Society would be commu
nicated to the above journal and spread to all parts of the world. 
V?lapuk i~ largely made up of existent languages, being one
thud English, one-fourth Latin, and one-fifth German. The 
rest is original. The professor said that Volapuk was not calcu
lated to replace any national tongue, but to be the language of 
commerce and travel and those having foreign correspondents. 

Professor Teutschel offers to teach Volapuk to the members 
of the society free of charge if a class can be formed to study it. 
The printed grammar of the language costs fifty cents, and can 
be learned in a few hours. 

Remarks upon the able and instructive address to which we 
had listened were opened by Professor Miller, who mentioned 
the. large nut,nber of persons now speaking the English language, 
whIch he belIeved \~ould one day be universal. The more obscure 
tongues and dialects were dying out and being superseded by the 
language of dominant races, particularly English. The lecturer, 
however, had convinced him of the practicability of introducing 
Volapuk, although he had come there prejudiced against it. It 
would prove vastly useful as a commercial medium of intercom
munication, and he wished its teachers the greatest success. 

.l\!r. Jo?es, ~ 'Welshman, said th~t English was gradually 
drIvmg hIS natIve tongue out of eXIstence, though his coun
trymen were making efforts to preserve it. He held that a 
common tongue among the less educated classes of large cities 
would be of great value, as it would put laborers of different 
nationalities on a better understanding. 

Brother Schou said that previous to hearing Professor Teutschcl 
he had put the lecture down as probably the worst of the season. 
Since hearing it, however, he had changed his mind entirely. 
He was in favor of almost anything in the place of English, 
which he had found it impossible to master. He had not been 
able to express himself intelligibly since he left Copcnhagen. 
Spelling troubled him most. He wrotc words the way they 
s')unded to him, but, some way or other, his correspondents 
couldn't seem to understand what he was driving at. Mr. Schou 
is fast becoming a humorist, and wiiI be elected to deliver a set 
address btfOle long if his talent continues to develop at the pres· 
ent rate of speed. 

Professor Teutschel closed the discussion, saying that it was 
for the use of persons in Mr. Schou's dilemma that Volapuk had 
been invented. He related a very interesting test to which the 
new language had been submitted in Europe. The editorof a Ger· 
man paper called the Echo took an extract from a scientific work, 
printed in German, and had it translated into Volapuk, in which 
form it was sent to two Volapuk students in each of twelve 
countries, with the request that they translate it into their native 
tongue and return their translation to the Echo. The two transla
tions in all cases agreed with each other, and were, besides, better 
translations than could be made from the German direct to the 
other tongues. 

The professor expressed his pleasure at addressing the FrceA 

thought Society, as he was sure of a thoughtful audience. The 
society, upon motion of Mr. Faust, gave the speaker a hearty 
vote of thanks for his excellent discourse. 

At the next meeting Hon. F. B. Perkins will speak upon 
"Persecution," and attendants may be certain beforehand that 
they will listen to a thoughtful and highly literary treatise on the 
subject. 

DURIN'G the past few weeks B. F. Underwood has been lectur· 
ing in Oregon, at Portland, Salem, l\Icl\Iinnvillc, Lafayette, Sil
verton, Scott's Mills, Markumville, Ranier, North Yamhill, 
Forest Grove, and other points. HI! will remain in Oregon 
during July and August, speaking at several other places in the 
state. His address for July is North Yamhill, Or., care of Hon. 
Lee Laughlin. 

W. F. JA}nESO~ will deliver four lectures in Monte Vista, Col., 
Sundays, July 14 and 21. Freethinkers in Nebraska, Iowa, Kan
sas, and Missouri can now engage him to deliver a course of 
lectures. During the fall and winter he will lecture in the 
Eastern states. Address him at Coryell, Colorado. 



440 FREETHOUGHT. 

CHRISTIAN UNFAITH. 

\Ve believe it was that noted divine Dr. McCosh, of Princeton 
ColleO'e who said the church had more to fear from a weak and 
illoO'i~ai defense of its theories by foolish and inconsiderate 
pre~chers than from all the att~cks of. In~d~ls. The fact finds 
ample illustration in the foIlowmg edItorIal III the Seattle press 
of the 20th inst. The editor says: 

We see it stated that Johnstown sufferers have lost all faith in Provi
dence, and that some of them have thrown away their Bibles. 

This is all nonsense. Any system of theology that teaches that 
such an accident as the breaking of a defective dam was the" act of 
God" is rather :c too thin" to respect man's faith in his maker. Common 
prudence would have suggeste~ the strengthe~ing of the dam, and had 
its suggestions been heeded tIns great calamity would have b:.!en ~r~
vented. "Water will run down hill," so says the old proverb, and l~ IS 
very certain to do so when there is nothing to prevent it. The leavmg 
of that body of water in its unsaf~ conditIOn was the greatest act ~f 
criminal negligence the world has ever seen. Man must suffer for Ius 
own folly and nealect, and he ought to blame himself and not Provi
dence~ The rna; who violates the laws of nature must suffer the conse
quences, for there is a penal~y ~[tached to.every inf~action o~ these laws, 
and that penalty is always mfhcted on samt and smner al~ke. On~ of, 
nature's laws says fire will burn~ and the man w~~ puts hIS fin.ger mto 
the file will be very sure to get It burned. The cItizens of that tll-fated 
valley had no right to be~ieve .aI?d did not believe th~t the eternal laws 
of gravitation would be mdetimtely suspended to shIeld them from the 
legitimate results from their negligence. Nor do they believe that this 
fearful aftliction was the" act of God." Perhaps a few who have blunted 
moral conceptions and whose minds are crazed by grief, may have been 
guilty of using unbecoming language, but it is not probable that any 
great number of the people have lost faith in an overruling Providence. 
The people of Seattle mIght with greater ~ropriety say that the bu~ning 
of their city "was an act of God," for. l.t was c~used by an aC:I~ent 
against which they had no means of provIdlllg, yet It would be cnmmal 
folly to claim that it was an unjustifiable act of Providence. 

Here is a professed Christian (at least we infer so from his at
tempted vindication) who at one str~ke wipes ?~t of religious 
faith the idea of miracle, the foundatIOn upon whIch the whole 
fabric of Christianity rests .• "Water will run down hill," will it? 
How about the water of the Red Sea, which stood like walls 
while the Israelites passed over "dry shod?" And that river 
whose waters rolled back when smitten by the prophet's mantle? 
Didn't water run down hill in those days? "Fire will burn," 
'will it? How about the fiery furnace and the three Hebrew 
children? How about the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
where God sent Lot to warn the righteous of impending ruin? 
And there's the flood. Did not God send Noah to warn the 
people of the terrible affliction that was to come unless they d~
parted from their wicked ways? Is there not now a God 111 
Israel? Has he of whom it was said I' not a sparrow falls to the 
ground without his notice" gone into a far coun~ry? A~d have 
the votaries of the church abandoned the behef 111 mIracles? 
True, no prophet came to warn the citizens of Johnstown; no, 
not even the righteous among them, of a deluge as real and as 
terrible to them as was that which we are told covered the whole 
earth to the then inhabitants. No Lot came to Seattle to tell them 
to up and away while the Lord purified that fated city with fire. 
Nay more. The man who flew to warn the people of Johnstown 
of the coming flood was himself overwhelmed and drowned. 

Is it not also written that to him who has faith" all things 
are possible, even to the removal of mountain~?': Were there 
no prayers of faith at Johnstown? Can the survIvmg mothers of 
Johnstown forget the little girl who, with bended knees and 
hands and eyes raised to hea ven, ~rayed to her make: from a 
floatinO' roof while the torrent hurned her to destructIon, and 
not fecl that such a sight should move him who notices even a 
sparrow? Have these mothers blunted moral l?erceptions? 
That is what the Press says of them. In one breath It says water 
will run down hill, sweeping thousands to a watery grave, that fire 
will burn though life and treasure melt before the flames, and 
in the ne~t assures us of an overruling Providence. A religion 
such as the Press seems to advocate is like the play of "Hamlet" 
with Hamlet left out. 

It is idle to prate of the negligence of the people of J ohns
town. The many were doubtless ignorant of the danger. Fault 
or crime, if there be any, lies with the wealthy who kept the 
useless reservoir in existence for their own pleasure. But how

ever this may be, the effect will be the same. .Belie~ers in all 
religions lose faith in the God who deserts them In theIr. hour of 
trial and the statement of the ,Press that God does not 111terfere 
with the laws of nature is equivalent to an admission that there 
is no God-::tt least of the kind the clergy have taught us to 
worship.-The Commonwealth. 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD?* 

n. 
But to come to exoteric grounds. The first" evidence" of 

the re~urrection I will allude to is that of the res~rrected one 
himself. Christ ventured a prophecy in regard to hIS own death 
and resurrection; and, to support the resurrection story, the 
prophecy turned out false! Quoth he: "Behold we go up. to 
Jerusalem; and the So~i of Man shall be betrayed un~o the chIef 
priests and unto the SCribes, and th.ey shall condemn hlm to death 
and shall deliver him to the GentIles, to mock and to scourge 
and to crucify him; and the third day he shall rise again." "The 
Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of men, and they shall 
kill him; and the third day he shall be raised again." "An evil and 
adulterous generation [Christ's polite ~nd gentlemanly referenc~ to 
his contemporaries] seeketh after a sIgn; and there shall no sIgn 

. be O'iven to it but the sign of the prophet Jonas; for as Jonas was 
thr~e days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son 
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." 
Now, distinctly the" Son of Man" was not t~ree days and ~hree 
nirrhts in the heart of the earth. I am qUIte well acquamted 
wi~h the apologetic quibble of C?ristian theol~gi~ns in -regard to 
the Jewish mode of com puting tIm~, and that It IS contend:d that 
the day on which Christ was bUrIed and the day on whIch he 
rose from the dead should each be reckoned as a complete night 
and day The Holy Ghost inspires Mark and John to disagree 
bv full three hours as to the time of the day when Christ was 
crucified, and the other two gospels do not mention the hour at 
all But all the four .gospels seem to agree as to the hour when 
he' gave up the ghost--namely, 3 P.l\!. of our time. . "'Ie know 
when his grave was first d~clare? to be empty;. so, In order to 
determine how 10nO' he remamed In the tomb, It IS of the utmost 
importance to dete~mine when he was burie? . 

AccordinO' to the custom at such executIOns, Chnst and the 
two thieves ~hould have remained on their respective crosses till 
they expired, even if, as was often the case, they did not expire 
for several days. But, in this instance, the Sabbath of the Pass
over was at hand and it was unlawful for a body to be left on the 
cross on the Sabbath. The Sabbath commenced at sunset. If 
the culprits were not dead by that time, their death must be ac
celerated. The two thieves-who seem to have had more vitality 
than their fellow-sufferer, the "Son of God"-were found not to 
be dead so their legs were broken, to put an end to their suffer
ings. Christ was taken for dead, so they did not take·the trouble 
to break his legs; but a soldier wantonly pricked him on the side 
with a spear, and in conformity with the law, all three were taken 
down before the Sabbath began. 

But after the Sabbath had commenced, "when the even was 
come," Joseph of Arimathea called upon Pilate to beg.th~ body 
of Jesus. The tim~ of the ~assover was about the begm~mg of 
April when sunset m Palestme would be from half-past eIght to 
nine'o'clock, in our time. The word translated" even" in 
Matthew and Mark means late at night, or at a late hour. Joseph 
of Arimathea did not go to Pilate till the even had come, and it 
would no doubt, take him some considerable time to be intro
duced' to the presence of Pilate, to present his petition, to go 
from Pilate's residence to Calvary, to obtain the body, to embalm 
it and to carry it to the rock-tomb in the garden. Candor must 
c~mpel the reader to admit that it would hardly be possible that 
Christ could be placed in the tomb before ten o'clock on Friday 
nirrht according to ourtime; and really the facts of the case make 
it ~dre probable he could not be buried till close on midnight, or 
about three hours after the commencement of the Jewish Sabbath. 

Having dealt with the hour of Christ's burial, let us advert to 
the hour when he was discovered to have left the sepulchre. This 

*By Saladin, editor of the Agnostic Journal. 
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can be fixed with tolerable precision. Matthew's words are: 
"And late of the Sabbath day, when beginning to dawn towards 
the first from the Sabbath." The dawn would, in Palestine, at 
that time of the year, be about half-past three o'clock in in the 
morning, of our time. " And when the Sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalen and Mary the mother of James and Salome had 
brought sweet spices that they might come and anoint him. And 
very early, the first day of the week, they came into the sepulchre, 
at the rising of the sun." But when they arrived at the tomb, 
early though the hour was, Christ had already risen! No exer
tion or quibbling ingenuity can possibly, when the matter is thus 
candidly examined, demonstrate that Christ was in any imagin
able sense three days and three nights in the grave. If Christ 
could make from ten o'clock on Friday night till half-past three 
on Sunday morning three days and three nights, he would per
form quite as striking a miracle as rising from the dead. Neither 
did he rise on the third day from his burial. Taking it for 
granted that he had only just risen when the Marys reached the 
tomb-and, as I will show, he had risen many hours before that 
---:.he had been in the grave only twenty-nine hours and a half, 
which is not equal to a day and a half, inclu~ive of night, where: 
as there are seventy-two hours in three days; in o:her words, he 
did not, e\'en on this hypothesis, remain half the time in the 
grave he had prophesied he would. It must be remembered, 
however, that he drew a parallel between his three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth and the residence of Jonas 
for three days :and three nights in the whale's belly, and I have 
no doubt he was quite as long in the heart of the earth as Jonas 
was in the whale's belly-perhaps even longer. 

And this is the sort of thing the Christian religion admits it is 
based on. It thereby concedes that it is a phantom, silting on a 
shadow, eliciting the worship of fools. The Lord's other pre
diction in regard to his postmortem exploits is quite as unfortunate 
as his three days and three nights affair. He promised to one of 
the thieves that he should be with him that day in paradise. Now, 
from the Apostle's Creed-and surely it ought to know-we are 
informed that Christ did not go to paradise at all, but that" he 
descended into hel1." \Vhen the crucified and broken-legged 
thief reached paradise, and could not find" the king of the Jews" 
there, but was told" he had gone to hell," he must have felt wroth 
that the Jew had gulled and deceived him. Hundreds of 
thousands since, 0 crucified and broken-legged thief, have had 
thy experience of this Jew! With all the piety and reverence 
that the subject deserves, may I ask if this Jew found hell too hot 
for him, that he returned before his time, thereby enrolling him
self in the list of false prophets, and throwing ever since the 
necessity upon his hireling priests of attempting to juggle twenty
nine hours into the length of seventy-two. 

But I think I am able to show, on incontestable evidence that 
if Christ rose at all, he rose on the very day on which h~ wa~ 
buried. According to-Matthew, a guard of Roman soldiers was 
placed at the entrance of the sepulchre to watch that no dead 
person came out, and that no living person went in. But l\iat
thew admits that one night had passed before the guard was 
placed at the door of the tomb. If Christ rose at all, he rose on 
~hat night. Everyone acquainted with Roman militarism, with 
Its unbending and inexorable discipline, does not need to be 
assured that the smartest corpse that was ever laid in atomb 
would not be able to pass a Roman guard without being reduced 
to the kind of corpse that does not require a sealed stone and a 
squadron of soldiers to keep it from rising. If Christ rose at all 
he rose before the soldiers walked sentry in front of his tomb; 
in other words, he rose on the very night of the very day he was 
placed in the tomb. The story of the Roman soldiers falling 
asleep is too feeble and clumsy to merit serious refutation; and 
that the !:501diers were bribed to say they slept is, if possible, more 
preposterous still. The penalty for sleeping while doing sentry 
work would be death, and it requires a rather liberal bribe to in
duce a man to offer himself for instant execution. If there be 
any such bravo on record, I have not heard of him, and I can
not quite see what use the bribe for which he gave his 'life would 
be to him, even if he took it with him into his coffin. 

The most extraordinary Roman soldiers that Rome ever heard 
of were those soldiers that were set to watch the tomb of Jesus. 

They managed to fall asleep simultaneously in order to allow 
Jesus to pass unseen, and when they awoke for a bribe they de
liberately committed suicide by admitting that they had slept
an admission that meant instant execution. \Vas ever invention 
so stupidly desperate and mendacity so recklessly absurd as that 
invention and that mendacity upon which rests the story of the 
resurrection, upon which the whole fabric of the Christian faith 
has elected to stand or fall? The base is too pureile to support a 
story told by an idiot for the purpose of imposing upon a fool. 
Being buried about ten o'clock P.M., and getting up and leaving 
the grave before sunrise the next morning, is Christ's way of 
"doing" three days and three nights. He had been only about 
six hours on the cross, and was a young and presumably healthy 
man of thirty or thereby. An ordinary man -of his age would 
live as many days on the cross as he lived hours; for, no vital 
organ being injured, the sufferer hung by the hands and feet, 
first in pain, and then in stupor till he ultimately expired in 
syncope and exhaustion. A nail through each hand and a nail 
through each foot for six hours did not and could not kill Chrbt, 
or any other fairly strong man of thirty. Joseph of Arimathea's 
tomb, although attractive enough to induce a real corpse to re
main there permanently, was not attractive enough to be the 
permanent residence of a person recovering from a swoon and 
tinding that he was fairly well, thank you, except for certain 
pricks and scratches upon his hands and feet-troublesome enough 
in their way, but not sufficiently serious to keep him, at a safe 
distance, from laughing at the Roman soldiers keeping guard 
over an empty tomb. 

It would require higher authority than that of Christ and his 
biographers to convince any classical scholar that he escaped 
from the tomb after the Roman guard had been set. That every 
soldier on the vigil slept at his post is one of the most incredible 
of the incredible statements we are expected to believe in order 
to be "saved." Go to the·excavated streets of Pompeii, which 
lay for nearly two thousand years bnried in scoria and lava. 
Vt:!suvius spoke in thunder, and belched hell. Multitudes, frantic 
with terror, were photographed by Death; and their imperishable 
presentments yet remain! But, amid the huddled and distorted 
masses of fleeing and panic-stricken men and women, there is 
one form that stands to this day erect in stone-one who from 
the iron lines of duty and discipline could not be forced by Ve
suvian thunders, nor driven by Vesuvian fires; but who stood 
erect at his post, daring and indomitable, while the gulf of 
burning lava deepened and deepened around him, now reaching 
to his knees, and now to his unconquerable heart. That sen
tinel's petrified remains speak to us of the character of Roman 
militarism-of its sense of discipline and duty. This is the type 
of the man whom the writer of the gospel according to Matthew 
libels by alleging th\1t he slept at his post. Let the stony lips of 
that exhumed sentinel of Pompeii speak. Their daring and tri
umphant silence proclaims that 1\latthew is a slanderer and Chris
tianity a lie. 

PUTNAM REVIEWED AGAIN. 

On Sunday evening, June 30, at the Christian church in 
Ukiah, I was quite well entertained by Elder Sherard's review of 
Samuel Putnam's lecture on "Moody and Sam Jones" delivered 
at the opera-house on the 9th inst. The elder's discourse was 
delivered in his usual eloquent style, although his method is 
rather lawyer-like, presenting the most favorable points of testi
mony for his side of the question, and sllppres:;ing such as were 
unfavorable. 

\Vithal, I must say I was agreeably disappointed at the gentle
manly manner in which he handled his subject (notwithstanding 
the discourse consisted largely of sharp criticisms, instead of 
sound logic), and its freedom from the vituperation or slanderous 
epithets so commonly dealt out to Freethinkers in theological dis
cussions; and after all his sharp criticisms of Infidelity, on some 
points there appeared to be perfect agreement between him and 
Mr. Putnam. 1\lr. Putnam s:tid it was truly marvelous how such 
men as Moody and Jones could succeed in gathering so large c;on
gregations, but concluded it was through the shrewd management 
of the church-It the church having put on a business suit." To 
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all of which the elder readily gave assent; and as a "matter of 
course," he said, "she meant business." Here I will remark 
that my intention at the outset was not to review the reviewer 
at length, but just to make a few remarks as to the coincidence 
between the reviewer and the reviewed. 

Now Putnam, in his lecture, adverted to some of the leading 
church doctrines, such as predestination, or election and repro
bation, total depravity, etc., in other words, the Calvinistic creed, 
as at least being a branch, if not the foundation, upon which 
Christianity rests. And here again is a perfect agreement between 
the elder and Mr. Putnam, as the former s3.id he "did 'not pre
tend to defend Calvinism." 

Elder Sherard announces his subject for next Sunday even
ing's discourse--iI Freethought, What is It?" Therefore, we will 
wait patiently for the conclusion in order to be able to determine 
how far the elder has progressed in his conversion to Infidelity. 

Ukiah, Cal., July 5, I889. T. McC. 

Queries for Believers. 

If God devised the Christian plan 

To save from hell poor sinful man, 

And has the means to do the work 

What canses him the job to shirk, 

While Satan takes the most and best, 

And you've hard work to get the rest? 


If Jesus suffered on the cross 

To pay for sin, to save from loss, 

Poor sinners worthy to be crammed 

In fires eternal with the damned, 

How is it for two thousand years 

The cl"llwds still go with moans and tears? 


"If peace on earth, Good will to men," 
Was sung by angel voices, when 
Your Christ was born who came to save 
The wretched marching to the grave, 
Why do all Christian nations still 
Use rifles, swords, and guns to kill? 

Why don't you tell the rich their sins 

And show where modest virtue wins? 

\Vhy preach in fashion's temples grand 

'While those you talk to steal the land? 

Their thievish plans so well succeed 

Because religion hides the deed. 


The gospel to the lost you preach 

Should bring some help within their reach. 

But all your claims to heavenly aid 

Seems useless, unless money's paid, 

And all your talk of " love to God," 

To cqmmon people sounds like fraud. 


If Christ returned among the poor 

As once you say he came before, 

You'd crucify him now, as then, 

Because he cursed fine gentlemen. 

Our pharisees, like those of old, 

Are ready to sell their souls for gold! 


Vain queries these, we don't expect 

Replies to get from" God's elect," . 

But if this truth's once understood, 

Mankind is saved by doing good, 

Salvation's road is simple, plain; 

These queries are not asked in vain. 


- THOS. CURTIS. 

RELIGIOUS INTOXICATION. 

There is no doubt that human beings often become intoxi
cated, although they may be total abstainers. Indeed, asceticism 
in one direction ofteh tends to excess in another, and we cannot 
conceal from ourselves certain dangers attaching to modern re
ligious observances. Some mothers very rightly object to their 
daughters, for example, spending the whole of Good Fridav in 
church without proper fuod or sustenance of any kind. One 
lady states that her daughter commenced at six o'clock in the 
morning, and remained in church until five o'clock in the after
noon. After an hour's interval she returned to the church again, 
and remained there until late at night. Recently a service, en
titled "Tenebrre," has been started by certain of the clergy, 
which consists of the gradual extinguishment of all lights as the 
service proceeds, until the whole building is enveloped in dark

ness. Mothers, quite rightly, object to the youth of both sexes 
attending such services, and they regard them as calculated to 
reintroduce all the vice and evil attaching to revivalist services of 
the past times. What with communions from 5 A. l\t. onward, 
watchings, confessions, church duties, and the multifarious 
services which certain clergymen now endeavor to induce young 
ladies to undertake, the happiness of many families and indi
viduals is becoming undermined. . 

For a clergyman who is bound by solemn vows to inculcate 
morality, sobriety, moderation, virtue~ and a tender regard for 
others, to use his church for organizing and enforcing religiom 
excess in every direction is to prove himself an unfaithful steward, 
dangerous to the best interests of young and old alike. If some 
check is not put to the unwholesome excitements fostered by 
certain of the clergy, many a daughter's health will be under
mined, if her life is not ruined, through the influence of her 
so-called father in God. In the interests of morality, of sobriety, 
of health, of sober sense, and of the national life we protest 
against religious excess of all kinds, and we look upon the 
clerical intoxication here referred to as a social danger which, 
if unchecked, must soon result in the degradation of many of the 
rising gelleration.-London Hospital. 

A RELIGIOUS WIND. 

To the Editors of Freethottght .. 
Your correspondent attended the Campbellite camp-m'eeling 

at this place, June 27, where about sixty or seventy people were 
collected to listen to a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Sicafoose. 
During the singing Mr. Putnam (who was to lecture at Turner 
on that afternoon and evening) and another gentleman and two 
ladies walked in, and took seats in the auditorium. Blessed is 
the Secular lecturer who isunknown to a Campbellite congrega
tion. There is no flutter in the audience, and no craning of 
necks and staring eyes, as if Old Nick had just walked in, and 
Mr. Putnam and party attracted no undue attention. The 
preacher was a pleasant speaker, and from his assumed premises 
got along as well as such speakers usually do. But he was illogi
cal,'of course; and if Mr. Putnam had been going to follow him 
he would no doubt have been more cautious. For instance, the 
speaker told of a "great Infidel, one of the greatest minds of 
the age," who had renounced Infidelity and espoused Christian
ity. But he prudently withheld the name. Well, supposing so 
improbably a statement to be true, what does it prove? Simply 
no more than a Christian preacher leaving the church and going 
over to the Infidel does-no mpre. An apostate from Christ 
does not prove that there was no Christ. N either does an 
apostate from Infidelity prove there was a Christ. The facts re
main the same. 

And when the preacher said that a man in his sins could resist 
God, so ai to render it impossible for God to turn a man from 
sinfulness, although greatly desiring to do so, he probJ.bly de
pended on the ignorance and stupidity of his audience, that they 
would not see how silly it all was. How can man be able to re
sist an omnipotent God? 

Had an Infidel made the statement, from the rostrum; that the 
Campbellites taught that man was more powerful in anything 
than God, what a howl of pious indignation would have gone up 
from Dan to Beersheba I But to require a Christian preacher to 
be logical would be equivalent to requiring him to be silent. 
Small wonder that the air around about here became so impreg
nated with piety that" the wind" tore down the notices of Mr. 
Putnam's lecture I But what is strange is the report that this 
"wind," in some instances, wore legs and trousers, and in an
other, it wore skirts. This same" wind " also appears to have 
done its work in the night, lest it should be "seen of men," very 
probably. If" Infidels" (Seculars) cannot improve on this sort 
of civilization they had best quit. But Secularism here is grow
ing, steadily and surely. It has come to stay; and orthodoxy 
will no longer have entirely its own wav. S 

Turner, Or. . . 

"Looking Backward," a; socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery" by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. ' 
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TALMAGE A FAKIR. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Speaking of poor shows, I went to hear Rev. T. De \Vitt 
Talmage this blistering Sabbath afternoon. He was billed to 
speak to a "mass meeting of young men" at the Y. M. C. A. 
Hall. No ladies wete admitted, so the public supposed that 
things unfit for publication would be said. The hall, therefore, 
was well filled. • 

Any clergyman earnest in his profession would have been in
spired by such an audience. Mr. Talmage wasn't. He faced a 
couple of thousand men,' mostly young, and instead of talking to 
them like a man, and pointing out the Euperiority of a life of self
restraint and cleanline5s over one of self-indulgence and dirt, he 
put himself on exhibition as an attraction for more than an hour. 

The Bible as a book was his theme. He said things about it 
that he knew were not true, and that every man with the merest 
smattering of knowledge of biblical criticism knew to be untrue. 
He has a dreadful voice-worn, harsh, and stridulous. Yet with 
this organ, as discordant as a keg of nails, he essayed flights of 
rhetoric rivaling the rainbow in gorgeousness. You could see 
that they were not spontaneous, nor even prepared for the oc
casion, but were bits of old refuse garreted in his memory. 

He drew pictures. One of his chaste and reverent imagings 
was the Savior on the world's stage, with the Old Testament 
prophets as an orchestra-MoseR leading-and the twelve apostles 
as footlights. The greatness of God \vas illustrated by Mr. 
Talmage posing as David wielding the baton and leading a grand 
choir composed of men at the bottom, angels at the top, and 
clouds and mountains-the latter endowed with musical rocks and 
cedars-between. . 

He even gave imitations of the varying tones in which the 
Almighty calls back sinners who have wandered from the fold, 
fifty, a hundred, and a thousand miles. 

I never heard anything so blasphemous before, so cheaply and 
prosaically blasphemous. Talmage is an actor, but a very bad 
one. He is pitifully self-conscious. He knows he is a humbug, 
but in addition to that he has the egotism of a Guiteau. A more 
unpleasant person can't be fancied. But he understands the 
crowd and succeeds with it. He is the tank dramatist of the 
pulpit.-Evening Post. 

THE DARKEY'S PRESENCE OF MIND. 

Not long after the war a circus carne to Montgomery. It 
was the first circus that had been there in a long time, and at
tracted an immense crowd, especially of the negroes. The most 
interesting feature of the entertainment was the balloon ascen
sion. The negroes had never seen anything of that kind, and 
regarded the spectacle of a man sailing up into the clouds very 
much as they would have looked upon Elijah going up in his 
chariot of fire. 

The balloon sailed away eight or ten miles, and came down 
in a field where some negroes were plowing. Terrified at the 
spectacle of a chariot coming down from heaven, they verily be
lieved that the last great day had come, and, remembering all 
their shortcomings, fled away in terror of the approach of the 
awful judge. 

One gray-headed and rheumatic old negro was unable to get 
away. He could follow the plow, but could not run, and the 
chariot came down upon him with terrible swiftness. In that 
awful moment his whole life rushed upon him, he thought of all 
the petty sins he had committed, and the ghosts of a hundred 
chickens seemed to rise up in judgment against him. But in 
that desperate emergency his mind did not desert him, and re
membering that politeness always counted with his earthly mas
ter, he quickly decided to greet the Lord of heaven and earth in 
becoming style. As the aeronaut touched the earth and began 
to untangle himself from the mesheii about his car the old darky, 
with an air of profound obeisance, removed the wool hat from 
his shiny pate, bowed low and said with pious unction: 

"Mornin', Mars. Jesus; how you lef' your pa ?"-Atlanta 
Constitution. 

EXTRA copies of No. 27 of FREETHOUGHT sent to Oregon sub
scribers this week are for campaign purposes. 

Never uBacked Out." 

To th~ Editors of Fruthougltt: 
Never in all my life did I " back out" from a debate. I am aware 

that one of Gawd's ministers has published to the world that W. F. 
Jamieson "backed out," to use his euphonious term. There is not a 
syllable of truth in the assertion. I will send soon the testimony of two 
unimpeachable witnesses that it was Braden himself, not I, that 
" backed out." I never saw one of Christ's ministers yet that had either 
sense or logic enough to cause any robust Infidel to fly the track. 
. Coryell, Colo. \V. F. JAMIESON. 

Still Remembered. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthougltt: 
Inclosed find $2, for which please send FREETHOUGIIT one year to 

address given. You see I don't quite forget you. I intended to have 
sent you something for the fund before this. I am very sorry Mr. Putnam 
could not come to Boulder this year. The money was all subscrib~d 
for three lectures, and I did most of the soliciting myself, and could have 
raised much more if necessary. I tell you what, there are very few real 
believers here at present-none, I think. They think they believe, but 
not one could stand the test that Jesus was alleged to have given in th:! 
seventeenth and eighteenth verses of the last chapter of Mark. At least, 
I will offer $25 each for all that can stand that test, and let me apply it, 
as long as my goods and chattels hold out. Success to you and the 
paper. I have a few more names that I hope to gather into the creat fold 
of your SUbscription list before long. Yours fraternally, 

Boulder, Col. L. Z. CO~[AN, M.D. 

Ukiah Sustains H~r Reputation for Christian Charity. 

1 0 th~ Editors of Fruthoug!tt: 
I see that in Mr. Putnam's" News and Notes" of Ukiah lectures he 

omitted one incident worthy of mention. His lectures were previously 
announced through our town papers, and just two or three days before 
the arrival of the appointed time, I began posting our bills; but I S0011 
discovered the remains of the most of them scattered around the streets. 
However, as our supply of printed posters became exhausted, I resorted 
to the pen for reinforcements, and so kept it up day after day-always 
keeping two or three ahead of this" vandalism" until Sunday, when I 
found it necessary to engage a scrib:! to perform the writing while I sedu
lously plied the bill sticking. But Sunday, about the warmest day of 
the season, the task proving too much for me, I was obliged, in the af
ternoon, to invest an extra four-bits for an additional bill sticker in order 
to keep pace with the" vandals;" so at the end of the race we came out 
victorious, some two or three ahead and nobody hurt. Thus you see, 
Mr. Editor, Ukiah is determined, at all hazards, to sustain the reputation 
so conspicuously earned on Mr. Putnam's former visit. T. l\1cC. 

Ukiah. 

"Looking; Backward" 

To th~ Editors of Fruthougltt: 
I received the copy of" Looking Backward," sent to me but recently, 

and have read it with considerable interest. 
It was a convenient way, and not altogether impossible, the author 

took to project himself so far into the future. And how fortunate to have 
relatives of his first love discover his resting-place! 

I can follow his picture of the happy future of mankind, and realize 
its easy fulfilment, conditioned, of course, on the educational principle. 
It is the most perfect, liberal, rational, and natural of any solution of the 
labor and social questions I have ever seen. How hopeful his twenti~th 
century! How real his dream of the nineteenth, where he walks the 
streets of the old Boston, and where he comes to the home of the first 
Edith, and explains to those at table the condition of society and the 
causes, the remedy, and consequent comfort, plenty, and happiness. 
\Vhat surprise, aversion, scorn, contempt, and hatred is arouserl. And 
how certain just such pictures will haunt the memories of coming gen
erations, if, indeed, this present one passes without a vivid realization 
of some such objective lesson. 

'Vhile I do not feel competent to criticise the work without another, 
and perhaps more careful, reading, I cannot help noticing that the second 
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Edith seemed not to belong to either the educational or the industria.l 
order of the twentieth century. At least, she seems not to have had any
thing to do except shop a little, and entertain her newly-found Silurian 
or centenarian. It seemed a little odd, too, that she should choose the 
less perfect man of the nineteenth century instead of on:! of the more 
perfect models of her own time. 

It may be scientifically blissful for man to enjoy tbe aivantages of th! 
future embodied in a lady love, but how about the woman who chooses 
a looking backward course? J. C. WEYBRIGHT. 

Hopland, Cal. 

On the Trail. 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 
From Talent I had a long all-night ride to Roseburg, where my young 

friend, and prince of drivers, anll a true-blue radical, Jimmy Laird, met 
me and took me to Coos county on the ocean. 'Ve passed through the 
b:!autiful valley of Looking Glass river, which is very fine, but, shades 
of SheoI! it was hot enough to make the fabld father of lies ashamed of 
his best efforts to bake sinners. After a dmner at the Half-way House 
we climbed to the .cool ridge of the Coast Range, where the panorama of 
snowy peaks, immense forests, the distant blue Pacific, the valley behind, 
was inspiration enough for once, and I rejoiced that I was a Liberal gipsy 
bound for I knew not where. We started down the western slope, and 
soon we found we needed our overcoats, for the chill, damp winds from 
the ocean greeted us with a hurrah that soon cooled the fevered brow. 
We journeyed do\vn the north fork of the Coquille, a wonderful gorge or 
canyon, in many places only wide enough for the wagon, and 50 rough 
and rocky was our road that it seemed impossible that our " bus" could 
go much furth~r. A pilgrim needed ten hands and a pair of wings to 
keep from falling out, sometimes, on the rocks a thousand feet below, or 
in a cataract of water. I have been everywhere except" on the hard 
road to Jordan," but this flying and falling clown" the trail" of the 
Coquille takes the cake. But" Jimmy the Laird" brought us through 
'to his ranch at the end of the canyon, safe and sound, only if we had 
been beefsteak we certainly should have been tender from the pounding 
we took. 

The Laird family made us welcome to their Freethought home, where 
the clouds and the mountain-tops often meet, while the walls of this 
cavern hem us in, and the sombre forest in all its dark beauty closes 
arountl us like a pall. Here it was cool enough for a fire in the huge 
fire-plate in one end of the room. 

All things come to an end; so did my first night on the Coquille. One 
day more of these lovely roads, that did beat hell, and I was at Coquille 
City, where I met my friends H. H. Nichols and T. P. Brimegar, who 
had everything all arranged for a course of five lectures in the fine new 
hall. l\Iy stay in Coquille was very pleasant and profitable, but there is 
very little Frcethought yet developed. Nichols, Brimegar, and Har
rington are alone and have to do picket duty by paying the bills and 
skirmishing all along the line; but they are square-toed and live workers, 
and swear that Freethought shall win if it "takes all summer." 

Myrtle Point, further up the river, was the next place to be taken, and 
it surrendered the very first night by the brass band (it was Sunday) 
playing" Hail to the Chief," "Hail Columbia," or hail somebody. 
Any way, the band is a splendid one, and all fine, noble, true-blue 
Liberals, who gratuitously opened all my lectures here but one. I found 
two-thirds of the town Freethinkers, and took a good list of subscribers 
for FREETHOUGlIT. 

Myrtle Point is a new town, but growing fast, at the head· of steam 
navigation, and finely located among the myrtle groves and fir forests of 
the upper Coquille. Here I was at home at the Myrtle Point Hotel with 
G. \V. Majory, Jr., proprietor. Here the weary traveler is at rest, and 
the table groans with the fat of the land, a11 for $1 per day. Where is 
the" 'Melican man" that could ask for more? Mr. Ed. Bender is the 
merchant and postmaster; Orvill Dodge, architect and builder; H. 
Schroeder, farmer and miller; Frank Poore, the barber and painter of 
the Point; Joseph Whitesill, Chas. E. G. Dietz, druggist; T. G. Lowe, 
who keeps the Exchange, a neat quiet place to read the news, take a 
smoke, or "get a nip;" Dr. FJentze, the only physician" in the city," 
and a·gentleman and a scholar too, he is, with a big practice; J. C. 
Brown, landlord, keeps the Lehnherr House, and is marshal of " the 
city." This is another" grotto of comfort," where everything is first-

class and home-like, but no room for orthodoxy with its old-time foolish
ness. Mr. Brown and wife are rustlers from away back, and are not 
afraid to keep the banner of U. M. L. flying. All of these and many 
more are among new-found friends and sturdy helpers. 

I gave three lectures here to good audiences, read the life Jines, past, 
present, and future, of a large portion of the people, bade them a Free
thinker's adieu of to" good be with you," and stepped aboard the little 
steamer Ceres, for Arago, to meet my big-hearted workers for the cause, 
J. H. Schroed·er and wife and eleven sons and daughters, who have for 
twenty years been carving out a splendid home among the grand old 
forests of Coos county. I gave four lectures here in the pavilion and 
skating rink to good audiences, who came from all around in the bush, 
and one good brother and friend came ten miles from away up in his 
mountain home. McNorton is a "crazy Spiritualist," but we need a 
million more just as luny, to help open the door for Freethought to 

. come in. There should be no fight between Infidels and Spiritualists; 
they can stand shoulder to shoulder up to the dead line, and then if our 
brothers, "the Immortalists," can show us the way "over there," there 
will not be a single Agnostic or Infidel but will gladly enter ipto the 
joys of the summer land, Ingersoll not excepted. Our work is the same 
here, to batter down the wall of superstition and elevate humanity. 
This country is full of Freethought, and a more intellectual, intelligent 
audience I seldom find. Putnam and Reynolds havedolle a grand work 
here. Brother Bell follows me, and several others will come to Coos 
during the fall. This is a good country to immigrate to. Crops never 
fail, plenty of government land all around in the hills heavily timbered, 
close to navigation, healthful, riel} soil, good fruit country; very seldom 
any ice or snow, plenty of coal, cheap lumber, and fish; cool summers, 
very few flies or insects; everybody prosperous; very few mortgages, no 
railroads, but ocean ports, and big wages paid in the mills and lumbering 
camps. 'Vhat more could a man ask for? And then the flag of uni
versal mental liberty is flung to the breeze in every town and hamlet. 
This is freedom's outpost. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

THE SUMMER AND FALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments. in Oregon 
and vVashington: 

Astoria .........Or., July ... 14, Fox Valley .•.••. Or., Sept. 9, 10, 

Stella .. _......• vV.T.," 15,16,17, Long Creek ...... " " I I, 12, 

Oswego •.......Or., 18, 19, Hamilton ....••.. " " 14,15, 

Arnold's Grove .. " " 20, 21, l\lonument ...... " 16,17, 

Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Hay Stack ... _..• " 18, 

Coburg ... _. " Aug ........ 7, 8, Lone Rock......" " 19, 20, 

Lebanon .. _." " .......... 9, Fossil. __ ........ " " 21,22, 

Olympia ... 'V.T.," ...... 11,12, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 

Buckley ... \V.T.," ...... 13, 14. North Yamhill. .. Or., Sept.•. _.29, 

Davenport, " " .. _.•. 17,18, Forest Grove...." " .... 30, 
Cheney. .." 
Rosalia. _. ,,

.•..•. _.. 19, 
_ .... ' ... 20, 

Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
6,7, 

Sprague.. ., " .. _...... 21, Linkville .. _.•Or., Oct. 11,12,13, 
Pasco. . . . . " " _. _ ••..•. 22, Sacramento.•... , '" Cal., Oct. 20, 
Dayton .... \V. T., Aug .... 24,25, San Francisco ... _•_." "27, 
Pomeroy .. \V. T., Aug ..... _ .. 26, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
La Grange, Or .•.. Aug .... _. _ .29, of November, 
Union ..... Or. " ........ 30, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

Baker City, Or. Sept ......... 1, December. 

Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 


4, 5, 6, 7,8, 

OXE thing the Irish people should remember-that every 
advance they have made, every right gained has been from non
Catholic leaders,· while on the other hand, every loss, every 
degradation has come from their connection with the Roman 
Catholic church.-American Citizen. 

"I DO not believe that governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed, and so the object of this 
movement is an effort to change that feature in our fundamental 
law." So said Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri 
National Reform Convention. And he was afterwards elected 
secretary of the permanent state organization-the Missouri 
Sabbath Association.-American Sentinel. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try them. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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Plenty Left Over.SbMETHING NEW! 
In a certain church in Ireland a young--THE-

priest was detailed to preach. The occasion 
was his first appearance,and he took for his ' ''COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
text "The Feeding of the Multitude." ' He 

--A COLLECTIO~ OF- said: "And they f cd ten people with ten 
thousand fishes." An old Irishman said:ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS "That's no miracle; begorra, I could do 

(WORDS AND MUSIC) that myself," which the priest overheard. 
The next Sunday the priest announced For Liberal and Ethical Societies, the same text, but he had it right this time. 

He said: "And they fed ten thousand peoFor Schools and the Home. 
ple on ten loaves of bread and ten fishes." 
He waited a second or two and then leaned COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. well over the pulpit and said: "And could 
you do that, Mr. Murphy?" l'rice ........... '............... $1.50 
 Mr. Murphy replied~ "And sure, your 

Address orders to reverence, I could." 
"And how could you do it, Mr. Murphy," L. K. \VASHBURN, 

said the priest. 
Revere, Mass. " And sure, your reverence, I could do it 

with what was left over from last Sunday." 
-Glendale Encinal.S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 

Manufacturers and Dealers in The Boy Preacher. 

PAP E R S ! Clerical man-It Can I get a job to raise 
Manila, Book, lv"'ews, Hardwar~, Wrapping a little religious enthusiasm in your church?" 'I 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. Deacon-I( \Vho are you?" 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh I " I'm a boy preacher." 

414 and 416 ' Clay st., S. p. "\Vhat is your age? " 
" Sixty- fi ve." 

W. M. HINTON & COa "You won't do. \Ve don't employ any 
boy preachers under seventy this year." 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, AT a writte;-;xamination in religious 
536 CL~Y STREET I knowledge held the other Saturday in con

, .: nection with the Glasgow Sabbath School 
Below rtlontgomery. san FranCISco. 'u· hell' . . d ____________'_______ mon, t e 10 owmg questIOn recelve some 

most ludicrous answers: "\Vhat led to the 
expulsion of our first parents from the Gar
den of Eden, and what punishment was in
flicted on them?" One lad-he was over 
fourteen years of age-evidently anxious 
to answer as concisely as possible (according 

I to the instructions given on the paper) wrote 
in a bold school hand: II Because they didn'tI 
no good nor evil and they were to crawl on 
their bellies all the days of their lives." 
London Freethinker. 

]4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 00 
 IT was a quiet Sunday afternoon and she10 brat Gold. amaH size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 

14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
 was reading to him the proverbs of Solom on. 
14 karat. Guld, small size Badge Piu with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larlte Badge Pin...................... 3 00 He was rapidly getting an attack of tem
H karat Gold. Large Ba<\ge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 poraryoblivion. "Aren't they wonderful, 
14 karat Gold, Sman Charm (for watch chain' ....... 450 

10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for wakh chain)....... 5 eo 
 George?" she said. "Yes, indeed," he 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (fOf watca cbain).... .•. 6 00 replied; "if he had only mis-spelled his14 karat Gold, Larl{e Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

·Thls i8 a full-bodied diamond, F('t so that It may be words, what a Josh Billings he would have 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 

Sent to any address. prepaid, and guaranteed aa repre madel" 
ented or mont'y refunded, address,


PUTN.lll k MACDONALD, 
 PHOTOGRAPHER-"My dear sir, can't you 
rot Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. assume a more smiling countenance and 

throw off that jaded look?" Rev: V. V. 
Heighton--" Take me as I am. I need a 

A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
vacation this summer, and these pictures 

choose that a story should be founded on proba are for distribution among my parish
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire ioners." 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 

CALLER at minister's studio {to clergydesire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi man)-"You seem to be busy?" Clergy
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the man-" Yes." Caller-" \Vhat are you writ
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. ing about?" Clergyman-It Don't know; 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav I am writing a sermon."ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. 
" YOUR money or ~'our life!" Pedestrian 

M Women and Gods 1-" I'm just returning from a church fair." 
By Helen~.'Gardener. Introduction hy' Robert IStreet Robber-

H 
p,eg pardon. Here's five 

G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. cents for car fare. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the abo\'e dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mo.le of operation, etc., to callers. He i~ also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. \V. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republic of North America 
BY A C,\PITALIST. 

A book ad vocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munallife, and he h~s drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, 'What Is 1t1 A pamphlet containing 
tight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine hook of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price IO 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
corning of Chri!,t has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUT~AM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

• PUTNAM & l\IACDONALO. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AXD-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificcn L 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 


Christian Associa
tion. 


By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discu~sjon between Gladstolle, lluxley. 1tIulle~, Linton 
Reville on the Conflict between Gem.sis and Gcol..., 
".we, 50 celltM. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his·line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-OIInce 
Coin Silver case, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, '7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded ifnot strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLElVIS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 
. . Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver ..Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

~est Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogers E!'os' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfa,ctory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of -FREET HOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

OK AAYSDR.EADON,"A REMARKABLE. BO- , " of Edinhurgh, Scot- 

I: ~ ,l2rr':,G:~,,~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1~1 :;,tn::,~~CJ ~.l(?~';~:f~CLt~e.r~~ 
IU.·r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1, 1. 'H~ 'V, at:II'U IIll:, a .nd , ' ery In.tructlve.'' 

~ Lt the most lJVilu.ar nnd compreht:nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:!hI: ~n~e~~t!:Q:~ ~llI:lI!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~~ ru~~, I 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!eDtation·of~·:uooical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \howin~ new mean~' by whICh tf:ey may be cure D 
A pproved by editors. physl<'ians, clergymen, crit-t::H, and Jiterat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjCCLB especiAlly import nt to young me III 
eo veryona who .. wants to know, you kuow," Will find it interebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
ANEW·FE A TURE Just intr<?duccd, consists of a r.r
l~ul ~bnrt•• inftvecolo guara.nteedr'.u~~ri~~~~ ~f~~·~ft~~~:a~~ . 
wnr physiological book. ar:td rendering it Rltlloin the mOl:!t attrnctIve and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. lfr. 
work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 11(1111 the fir.;t sb: boQk4 in two 
hours... M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. ScnWfor terms. • 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... wbite anctFREE~lu(> circulars. and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£ll.lI. M01tthJ". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW Jerk. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, l\1.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devuted to 

5::ts forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 75 cts. Address this office J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

Miners and Millmen Attention! 

BERM'S 


Centrifugal Pulver;zer, 

-~---' 

Guaranteed to work One Ton 

per hour of the Hardest 

Quartz to a 40-Screen. 

-ADDRESS;

H. "W. "WALKER, 

ASSAYER, 

109 Montgomery Block, S~n Francisco 

In replying to this advertisement. mention Freethought. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

re

.. Privata 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the me-st successful (in
spec:alty) as his vracti<'e will 
surely prove. 'l'lIe 
treats all tllofle peculiar dis
eases of young and 

.aged men slIch· as 
weakness. impotency, kc., 
sulting from indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. 'I.'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for lIis book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSI'rIVE UURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope/! used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

Address, DR. }{, P. FELLOW-S, VINELAND NEW JlCRSEY~ 
::;ay where you saw this Advertisement. ' 

. [From. the Washington National View.] 
nr. Fellows, of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

se!",ices to ~l! those. i~ _need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful phYSICian. Smllllar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press
but. Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hiS line, stands foremost 
in hi.s profession, and the encomiums showered upon him 
publicly as well as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence'his long and conscien
tious dtvotion to his specialUes in hiil profession have so 
justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI.I}ERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELLOl'fS-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
!s working hke a cbarm. I:Lm completely surprised the way
It acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours resl'ectfully, J. R. 

REl)IAltKS-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ States 
frvm young. middl" dged :md elderly men, snffenng from 
va~ious kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External AI,plicati(,ll, the gre;.test of all known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. 1\s I aln an out snd-out 
Liberal I trust the :Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not. waste their time and money on 
Christian doctolb. DR. F,l,;LLOWS. 

http:De(�ll.lI
http:lJVilu.ar
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.WNI. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor, 

7222 STOOKTON 8T. 
Bet. Pacific and Broatlway. 

DltES~ sur'rs A SPECL-\Lrry. 

Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

i'ltCIPIC Cl\I{I{IAGE C(). 

BUSINESS OPFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 


OLIVER H,NCK/./<:Y SUPERINTENDENT 


Central Stands,200 and 207 Sutter St 
N Wand B W Corners Kearny and Butter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J A. ,REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re· 
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

REMSBUl~U'S VVORloCS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents sing1y; 75 centb 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled•. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-s1avery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. l'rice '5 cents. 

Bible Mora~s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Rohbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of lonquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. l'rice, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath·Breaking. e This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of ~unday 
Laws•• Price, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. ~ 

THE LATEST Fi\SHIONS 


USINilSS SUITa POR ..................... . .............................. $25.0·0 
RESS SUITa FOR 35.00 
ANTS TO ORDER 6.00.POF,::::::::::.·:::.·:.·:.·:.·:::::.·:.·:::.·:::::::.·:::::::::: 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:H:.a.S. F. :aUFl.C1rDIJ:.A.~. 


TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

CIU.S. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETOnS, 

NURSERYMEN, 
Gatalpas for Timber Culture a 


Specialty. 

Have at Tb~ir ~nrs('ri('s all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees aud Vines. 
Orders Filled knd Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and VlOeyards. 

Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box 0, S~n Jacinto, Cal 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John'S Way, 15 
cents (the last (our are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice (or the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 

Ax old parson in a country town in this 
state recently made this singular statement 
in the course of a sermon: "They are 
wrong to cry so against tattle of women. 
It is sometimes of llse. I find an example 
in the New Testament. At Easter why 
did not our Lord Jesus Christ appear first 
to men? \Vh)' did he prefer to show him
self first to women? Simply for this reason 
-because the news of his resurrection 
would be sooner spread."-San Francisco 
\Vasp. 

THE OPEN COUR'T, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 4[ and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago, 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. Hegeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court b a week1y journal devoted 
to thc work of conciliating rcligion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia
tion in Moni!;m-to present and defend which, is 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Open Court has for its contributors the 
leading thinkers of the 01d and new wor1d. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe Jlave been procured, 'and efforts are 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

[if' Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 
cents. ~ample copies sent free on applil'ation. 

HtSTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An Important ,,·ork by GIbbon, the historian. Compris. 
ing all that. relates to the proll'ress of the Christia.n reU. 
lOon in "The IIistorj 01 the De('line a'rei "'all 01 the Reman 
Empire," and a Vin(lication (nc\'er b.·fore published In 
tbl. country) ot some P~tsages In the 15th an,l 16th chap. 
'ers, hy Edwurd Gibbon, Esq., with a Life of the Author 
Preface and Notes by the &!itor, InclUding variorun: 
notes by Ouilot, Wenck, Milman, "nn English Church. 
man," and otber IcbolarL Handsome 12 mo., 864 ~ea. 
aoth. With Enjrraring'L Price, $1 bOo 

ROBERT G. INGEnsOLL~ • 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration or Independence. Also, the Immort.al 
document. The Declaration Itsdr, &n,\ the national an. 
~em entitled "Land or Liberty." Prkt" 10 cenLl; 6 cop
lea, i6 cen\8; 25 copies, $1. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
;)rL,lAwa 01 the Koral and Phylical World. lSy SarOD 
D'..)~. A Dew and lmprovtd editjuo, ... iU, Dus.:. hI 
DWero&. !'we yolmDo8l ba OM. 1"I1ce, U 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popu1ar account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
Keeler. Price, 50 cents. 

http:Immort.al
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y $

-e OF Il1fTIDELITY 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

" The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. _ 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

.The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the "New Heaven and Earth." J.F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with-good things, and each sentence· is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 
--------'----~------\-=====-=-=-=--=-::..-=-=-=-=--=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=====::: 

Freemen, Guard Your Own. 

Rise, Freemen, rise, if manhood be not dead; 

INGERSOLL'S VVORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five The world's great tempest darkens overhead;lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum
Sorrow gloometh,bohlt, tt "Thomas Paine, tt '., Individuality," 
Tyranny resumeth;and "Heretics and Heresies." 

They triumph; may be we shall stand alone. 
Tho Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25. Freemen, guard your own! 


ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 

Their ruthless host is aided many-foldWoman, and Child," "Tile Declaration of In
By lying priests and peasant's vote controlled;dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

All freedom vanished,"lhe Grant Banquet," "The l{~v. Alexander 
All true men banished,Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 

They triumph; may be we shall stand alone.Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
Freemen, guard your own!soll." 

We hate not Christ, but Christ has lost his voice, Some Mistakes of ~Moses. Paper, So cents; 
Our nation yields to grey barbarian's choice.cloth, $1 25. ~ 

By tricks and spying,

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
 By craft and lying, 


cloth, $1 25. 
 And murder, was man's freedom overthrown. 
Freemen, guard your own!What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 

c~nt'" Rome's greatest scheme is how to capture power; 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, The priests now laugh, and reckon for the hour 

Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. When unrelenting 

Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
 Can kill dissenting, 

Till none are left to fight; till truth's outdone.Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
Freemen, guard your own!$1 per dozen, postpaid. '\ 

Rise, Freeman, rise; put on your armor bright,Ingersoll Catechised: His' AnswerS to a Num
And guard thy heart; t he source of every light.ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 

Why waste they yondertor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
Their idle thunder,per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Why stay t~ey there to guard a foreign throne? 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks Freemen, guard your own! 


of the New York Obu1'Vn-. By Robert G. 
 J. GEU. SCHWALM. 
Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. 

A lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, A CINCINNATI saloon-keeper the other 
Scents. . day paid a dollar for a sealed envelope 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size containing directions that would enable 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. him to sell more beer. When he opened 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one it he found on a small card the words 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. H Don't sell so much froth." ' 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 
--0 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is. 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own liie.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $100. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
er/ G. Ingn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."-John Swill/ou's 
ru-. 

Why Qon't He Lend. a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet. It 

-Bulgarilli. G 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag· 
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
J:lutnam as a genuine poet."- Tht Uizivtrst, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Btal'A 
.Monlhly. . 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related. Q It is well worth reading."-.BOlio" 
Imustil'a/or. 

?rlillllJlhtU:S; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traorJinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hmry 
W. Btl/owl. Q f 

Gottlieb: His Lifo' or Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. 1 have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before,"- Elmina Drallt Slmlur. 

f' WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

A FEW ·DAYS IN ATHt.NS. 
By Frances Wri,ght. With a portrait of EPICURUS, 
the Greek PhIlosopher, and of the Author' 
Price, cloth, 75 cents. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
504 Keamy st San Francisco 
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THE government has totally suppressed the Lutheran Church 
in Russia. This is one of the beauties of a union of church and 
state which the National Reform Association and the Roman 
Catholics are endeavoring to effect in this country. 

IN commemorating their national holiday on the 14th our 
French citizens should not have neglected to make a prominent 
note of the fact that California is the only state in the Union ex
cept one whose laws would have permitted them to have their 
parade and other festivities on Sunday.. The fall of the Sabba
tarian 13astille is worth celebrating. 

To PROMOTE the advancement of knowledge the Daily Ex
aminer gave a Paris Exposition ticket to the best scholar in our 
public schools. In pursuance of the same object the Examiner 
last Sa.turday devoted a half column of sp2ce to the ceremony 
of laying the ·corner-stone of the Lick Academy of Sciences, and 
two columns (illustrated) to a prize-fight. 

THE laying of the corner stone of the new Academy of Sciences build
ing to.day was remarkable in that neither prayer nor praise constituted 
a part of the ceremony. Of course the Academy knows its own business. 
But it seems to us that this is taking considerable chances in an earth
quake country.-Daily Report, July 12. 

The Report errs in saying that neither prayer nor praise con
stituted a part of the ceremony. It is true that prayer was very 
appropriately omitted, but all the speakers paid glowing tributes 
of praise to James Lick. 

IN a letter to the editor of the London Agnostic Journal, the 
ex-reverend, ex-Infidel, ex-Spiritualist, ex-Theosophist, ex-Gnos
tic George Chainey defines his present religious belief. He says: 

"In America the majority who have the name Freethinkers lire merely 
No.thinkers. As a party, they think I am fickle and changeable, when 
every step I have taken has been impelled by one unchangeable purpose 
-to seek the truth in love. When I gave my lecture in Paine Hall, on 
the strength of which they reported me an orthodox Christian, I stated 
distinctly that I was a Buddhist and a Mohammedan as well as a 
Christian, and that I had no more fear of being called such, because, 
with Emerson, I saw that Jesus Christ belonged to the true race of 
prophets. He saw with open eye the mystery of the soul." 

Mr. Chainey may possibly think he is searching for the truth, 

but he is looking in the wrong direction to find it. 13uddhism, 
Christianity, and Mohammedanism, which he professes to have 
em braced, contain about all the errors the human mind is 
capable of fallin~ into. 

COL. ELLIOTT F. SHEPARD, president of the National Sunday-
Law Association, owns a controlling interest in the Fifth avenue 
stages, which he refuses to run on Sunday. The American 
Catholic News explains why. It says: "The truth is that there 
is no ~oney in running the Fifth avenue stages on Sunday; so 
they are employed in Central Park, where the demand on 'the 
day of rest' is greater than the stages run there on week days can 
accommodate." 

SECULAR THOUGHT, Charles Watts's paper, published at Tor
onto, Canada, has changed its color and the style of its heading, 
and promises to take a fresh hold and advocate Secularism more 
pO\verfully than ever. There is need of it in Toronto, as Mr. 
\VaUs reports that in that city on Sunday "all business is sus
pended, street cars are not allowed to run, newspapers are not 
permitted to be sold, and the pulpits have a complete monopoly 
of public attention." 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Frcethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, July 2 I, at 8 o'clock. H. W. Faust will lecture on 
"Travels and Views Abroad," illustrated by stereopticon. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

It is a beautiful day on the Columbia river, which sparkles 
with a million silver billows. The low, green islands shine 
along. The soft hills, wooded, and interspersed here and there 
with green and golden fields, and ornamented with half-hidden 
dwellings, embrace the beaming stream. The boat sweeps along 
with boisterous song. The overhanging canopy, packed with 
white clouds upon the horizon, or spreading off into glistening 
smoke, in which luminous mountains are faintly seen, the central 
dome an intense blue, glorifies the mingling pictures ever chang
ing around this sea-like tide. The day is a gloriolls and dreamy 
spell. The heart forgets labor, and only beauty, joy, wonder, fill 
the immense expanse. It is a day for hope of the far and per
fect splendor of humanity, when these sweet scenes of nature 
shall be transformed to living virtues; when the martyrdom of 
man shall give its crown of fire to his paradise of love and peace. 

I spent a few minutes in Portland with friend Beal, whose sil
ver age still looks to the dawn, though sorrow's darkest wing has 
dimmed life's fairest jewel. A daughter has become a star of 
memory, and is no longer the morning radiance. But the en
thusiasm of his spirit is undiminished, and he is ready for the 
work and victory. He is planning for a noble convention in 
Portland next fall, and I believe his brightest anticipations will 
be realize~l. 
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On the lofty hill overlooking the Willamette is the home of 
1\1rs. Carrie E. Haight, East Portland, and here, whether early or 
late, I always find a hearty welcome and the atmosphere of 
genuine Freethought. The picture of myself, referred to in last 
week's" Observations," underne~th the gorgeous Chinese pheas
ant with outspread pinions, is the· work of Willie Haight, who 
delights and excels in the creations of the artist. Friend Sutton, 
formerly, like myself, a clergyman, has found out that humanity 
is too good to be damned, and has concluded to preach no more 
sermons, but lend a hand in the harvest fields of real life. Lois 
\Vaisbrooker is also in this charming circle. She looks as if 
she might melt away at any moment into thin air, but she is a 
sturdy reformer and has not the slightest idea of passing over, for 
she has a pretty large contract of radical work on hand. She is 
writing a book, and in the meantime talks good sound sense to 
our . Spiritualist friends, and persuades them to let the" other 
world" go, and do a little hauling and pulling for the car of 
progress here. Of course this is not quite so nice as holding 
com munion with the spirits, but it strikes me that it is supremely 
beneficial all around, and that the good spirits on the other side 
will not feel neglected if we cease to " commune," and take the 
laboring oar. I hope friend Lois will not give up her mission 
of keeping the Spiritual "express train, through," on the track of 
this world, where it can occasionally stop" twenty minutes for 
dinner." We can't help getting hungry, and tired, and sleepy, 
even if we are immortals, and there are times when it is a great 
deal better to eat than to pray. I therefore shout amen to this ar
dent, uncompromising reformer. May her shadow never grow less. 

Our friends the Haights have what I call a good thing in the 
way of a fanning-mill, although I do not know anything more 
about farming and fanning than Horace Greeley. However, I 
can tell the difference between wheat and oats, and that it is a 
desirable thing to separate them. This is what the fanning-mill 
does in a very neat and expeditious way, superior to anything else 
on the planet. Our friends want somebody to come in with one 
or two thousand dollars capital and help to put this invention upon 
the market. They have already advertised in FREETHOUGHT, but 
I feel like calling special attention to this matter, for I know my 
friends to be thoroughli reliable. r do not want one to go on 
my judgment, but I do feel like saying to any who read these 
notes, and desire to go into business with a capital of one or two 
thousand dollars, that here is a chance-that is, they can inform 
themselves about the matter and judge for themselves. The ob
ject of FREETHOUGHT is to bring friends together in social com
munication, and·if any benefit can accrue from this, all right. 
We don't want to go it blind in theology or business. Of course 
I lay down no law for poker. I don't know anything about it. 
Therefore if anyone is looking about for a business opening I 
simply ad\dse them to enter into correspondence with Mrs. Carrie 
E. Haight~ East Portland, Oregon. 

Of course I called at Charlie Saunders's "corner grocery" where 
everything- is in apple-pie order, and our friend Charles is kept 
busy, and like a Liberal gentleman as he is, popular with all. I 
IIli:5sed Grandma Saunders and Miss Orlie~ and the others, but 
tlley are in the golden sunshine of California, and I will not see 
them until November. Professor Seymour promised to put in 
an appearance for the Fourth of July, but he didn't do it, and so 
I missed a hand-shake. I understand that Portland is progress
ing rapidly. Well, October will tell the story, and two thousand 
Freethinkers, in convention assembled, ~haJl S-iv<: the pledge of 
Jh~ &,Jo~iollS "good tim~ com~n~/' 

Saturday I come down 'upon Kalama like "the wolf on the 
fold." The Christians are startled. They didn't know what to 
make of the Infidel. Did he have horns and hoofs, or what? 
They tried to keep him out of the Grand Army Hall, but it 
wouldn't do. The lecture on Saturday night was in the school':" 
house, and Sunday afternoon and evening, in the G.rand· Army 
Hall. There were not a great many present at the lectures. 
Only a few Freethinkers are here. They are good, what there 
are, and mean business. • The Christians are ignorant and preju
diced. Between the two extremes there is a big mass of indif-· 
ference. But the ball has been set rolling and it will roll on.. 
My friend Geo. G. Svensson is a host in himself. He keeps the: 
world moving round about Kalama. He has the cosmopolitan~ 
spmt. He has been quite over the world in the navy of the: 
United States, and he has corne pretty near being eaten by can-· 
nibals. Therefore he is not afraid of the Christians. He has a. 
fine library, and keeps copies of FREETHOUGHT and Liberal 
journals always on the go. He was the wheel-horse at Kalama, 
and right gallantly did he do his duty. 

W. D. Close, of the Havana House, is a comrade true, post
commander of the Grand Army here, and a Liberal. I greet 
him as a fellow soldier, and it any pilgrim is drifted to Kalama 
I advise him to go to the. Havana House. 

John Lysons, of Carrollton; C. F. C. Hoffman, Chas. Hunter, 
O. T. Skolend, Victor Wisell, and others, are in our ranks of 
Freethought, and having entered for the war they propose to 
keep the flag a-flying. 

Kalama was once a flourishing place, with three thousand in
habitants. Then came the fire..,;fiend, and blackened ruins took 
the place of the busy settlement,. The railroad removed its shops, 
and Kalama received what is called a "black eye." 

But it has too good a location to be permanently disabled. It 
is county seat of Cowlitz county. It has good farming lands 
about it, off from the river. It is a profitable shipping-point, in 
some respects better than Portland. It has a delicious climate .. 
Just now the views about it are delightful, in the glittering morn
ing and cool, golden evening. The river is a mile and a half 
wide here, and presents a magnificent appearance in the floods 
of sunset or the splendor of the moon. Some day a fair and 
prosperous village will shine along these verdant heights, and the 
shore will greet the'mighty river with the music of progress. 

I am on the river now, as my opening sentences declare, and, 
having just taken a recess and eaten a splendid dinner, I am in 
a very happy frame of mind. I enjoy the majestic scenery. The 
boat skims along like a bird. The river broadens. The sea is 
coming with its shining leagues. The sky is softening, for the 
sun is sinking to its gorgeous couch. The clouds begin to quiver 
with gold. There are preparations for a royal night of a thousand 
stars and the silver moon-when river and the ocean meet, and 
each shall strive to give to the other the jewels it has gathered, 
the one from the mighty mountains and plains, the other from 
where the orient and occident mingle their resplendent hues. 

F. C. Scharnhorst, widely known for his liberality and interest 
in Freethought, met me at Kalama, and stayed through the 
cam paign, and is now with me on the boat, going to Astoria, 
Stark's Point, Gray's River, and Barney's. He is a soldier from 
head to foot, and is bound to be at the front and stand by the 
guns through thick and thin. He glorifies old age with the mar
tial enthusiasm of youth. 

Astoria looms in view .. a city by the sea, of bound] ess possi
bilities.. On th~ varied hillsides its dwellings glitter. The broad, 
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stream stretches to Gray's River and Stark's Point. The moun
tains are luminous in rugged forms. Beyond the bar the mighty 
ocean sends its million waves to the golden west: A beautiful 
scene indeed it is-a wonderful immensity of blazing lights and 
colors, and vast expanses, and blue heights trembling in the 
glowing heavens. SA!WEL P. PUTNAlII. 

On the Columbia, July 8, 1889. 

LET SECULARISTS BE ACTIVE. 

The Constitutional Convention of \Vashington Territory was 
organized last week, and on, Tuesday the committee began the 
consideration of the }.Jroposed constitution. The Ministerial 
Association is, making an 'active effort to secure exemption of 
church property from taxation. Owners of private educational 
schools will insist that they are entitled to the same exemption, 
and the two classes will form a po()l for mutual aid. The Young 
Men's Christian Associations, the trustees of orphan apd other 
"homes" controlled by the various sects, will present their 
claims to exemption, and so will the manlgers of private hospi
tals. 

The friends of justice should organize at once and circulate 
petitions for the equal taxation of all property not owned by the 
United States, the state, counties, cities, or other municipal sub
divisions. The exemption of private property from equal taxa
tion should be prohibited, and to secure this end all in fa'vor of 
it should send in to the member of the convention from their 
own districts their protests against such exemption. 

The session may last but thirty-five d~ys, as by tIiat~time the 
appropriation for expenses will be exh4usted. Prompt action is 
therefore necessary to secure the required provision. 

The people of the other prospective states should also take the 
same course with regard to any movement for the practical 
union of church and state. 

THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE. 

The French people made a good choice when they selected 
the date of the demolition of their state-prison as a day of cele
bration. Tile Bastille was something like the Tower of London, 
wher~ many an innocent person has been imprisoned. The se
crecy connected with it and the strictness of its discipline caused 
it for centuries to be regarded with horror and awe, for the un
fortunate person who once found himself immured in the B.1stille 
generally left hope outside. No one was safe while the prison. 
stood. Any person was liable to be arrested and conveyed to it, 
unknown to friends, unconscious of the offense charged, and 
without any other form of law than the Ie/Ire de cache! signed by 
the monarch or a secretary of state. These orders, historians 
say, were sometimes given on the request of a court . favorite, or 
royal mistress, with blanks to be filled up with names as they 
chose, and thus became the instruments of caprice or malice. 

Voltaire was among the many other celebrated persons who 
occupied apartments in the Bastille. He spent nearly a year 
there on suspieion of having been the author of satires ,,'hich 
gave offens~ to the royal aristocrats. One old man named 
Latude languished in confinement more than forty-seven years 
before the benignant Louis XVI. opened the door of his cell and 
gave him his liberty. It was outrages like these that led to the 
destruction of the prison and finally to the Revolution. 

On the 14th of July, 1789, upwards of twelve thousand people, 
armed with whatsoever they could lay their hands on, appea.red 
before the Bastille and demanded its surrender, The governor 

at first feigned compliance with their demands and then suddenly 
opened fire on them. This seltled the doom of the old fortress. 
The people brought cannon to bear upon its walls and carried it 
by storm. Their first act was to set free the prisoners; the next 
to massacre the treacherous governor and his garrison. So the 
Bastille fell, and the municipllity of Paris gave orders for its 
complete demolition, which were carried out. On its site to-day 
stands a large column erected to the memory of the heroes of 
the Revolution of July, 1830. 

The 14th of July is particularly a day of the people. The 
aristocrats do not celebrate it, as is shown by the action of the 
commander of the man-oE-war Duquesne, now in this port, who 
not only held aloof from Sunday's celebration, but forbade his 
men to take part in the exercises. 

THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

The laying of the cornerstone of the Academy of Sciences 
calls to mind once more the generosity of its benefactor, the In
fidel, James Lick.- California is indebted to him for the finest 
observatory in the world, and S.ln Francisco owes to him her 
prospective School of Mechanic Arts, future free baths, and 
some of the finest statuary that stands in her public places. Add 
to these and other gifts the Pioneer Hall and the Academy of 
Sciences, and the great work done by James Lick begins to be 
realized. 

The address of President Harkness, published in another 
column, gives a very good history of the Academy up to date. 
We can only hope that the future management of the munificent 
gift may be according to the intention of the donor, so that the 
institution may be an honor to him as he was an honor to the 
state, the country, and the world. 

RANFORD WORTHING'S address on "Law and, Government" is 
creating some discussion in the San Diego Beacon, in which 
paper it originally appeared. 

"THE people of Johnstown," says the San Diego Beacon, "are 
losing their faith in providence. Samuel P. Putnam's '\-Vhy 
Don't He Lend a Hand?' is now in demand among the disillu
sionized sufferers." 

WE have nothing to do with the differences between our Spir
itualist contemporaries; but when the II Sower" speaks of Dr. 
Schlesinger's paper as the" Carrion Dove" we cannot help say
ing that we wish things were otherwise. 

OUR subscriber W. H. Galvani, of Spokane Falls, celebrated 
the Fourth by issuing the first number of his L1.bor paper, the 
Northern Light, a four~pagc weekly journal. Brother Galvani 
appears to hlve all the ability and enthusiasm necessary to suc
cessful journalism. 

WE can heartily indorse the New York Truth Seeker in its 
tribute to IVIrs. Mary W. Bennett, the widow of D. M. Bennett, 
contained in the following words: "Mrs. R. B. Hayes, wife of 
Ex-President Hayes, is dead, stricken with paralysis and living 
but a few days after the stroke. The religious papers are extolling 
her to the skies. The Advocate says: 'Those who only heard 
of her religious ways and the exclusion of intoxicating liquors 
from the White House may have thought her bigoted, but those 
who met her there missed not the wine, such was the unaffected 
grace of her bearing and the charm of her heartiness.' Say 
nothing but good of the dead, is sound charity, but we cannot 
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forget that it was Mrs. Hayes's' religious ways' that kept D. M. 
Bennett in a prison cell for nearly thirteen long months, and 
brought the keenest anguish to another woman whose unaffected 
grace of bearing more than equals any charm Mrs. Hayes may 
have had, and who in her silent sorrow proved herself a thousand 
times worthier the name of woman than Mrs. Hayes in he'r regal 
power, as wife of a president." 

"THE Methodist Episcopal Church Conference has presented a 
memorial to the Constitutional Convention of Montana praying 
the convention to incorporate in the new constitution a clause 
relating to the strict observance of Sunday. They also pray for 
a clause prohibiting the manufacture and sale of all intoxicating 
liquors or stimulants as a beverage. 

THE" New Ideal" for July contains thirty-two pages the size 
of FREETHOUGHT, and all but two are filled by a report of the 
Free Religious Association Convention, held May 30. The ad
dresses were exceedingly able and interesting, though the speak
ers, as a rule, did not display a very great amount of robust Infi
delity. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

The centennial of the fall of the Bastille was celebrated last 
Sunday. In San Francisco some 10,000 people took part in the 
ceremonies. Many buildings were handsomely decorated, and 
there was a long procession with numerous bands of music.-
Several bloody murders have occurred recently in Chinatown, in 
which Chinese were the assailants and the victims.--Three 
prisoners were suffocated by fire in the jail burnt at Jacksonville, 
Or., on the I zth.--Bakersfield is rapidly rebuilding, about 60 
frame buildings being now erected or under way. Brick blocks 
are to go up on the principal streets.--Fresno lost $300,000 

by three fires last week.-Seattle sends thanks to all who have 
contributed to the needs of her citizens, and the Relief Commit
tee states that it has sufficient funds on hand to meet all require
ments.--The Italian Chamber of Commere of this city has 
received information announcing the establishment of a regular 
line of sailing vessels to run direct between the ports of San 
Francisco and Genoa,Italy.-"-Miss Ka.te Field, the "Apostle 
of the Grape," who was employed a few months ago by the state 
board of viticultural commissioners to further the wine industries 
of California in the East, has tendered her resignation because 
of the adverse criticism by Governor Waterman upon her meth
ods of handling the funds placed at her disposal.--The body 
of Jas. C. Flood, the California millionaire who died in Europe, 
reached this city July 10, and was buried in Calvary cemetery. 

The current report that Secretary of State Blaine has resigned 
is denied on high authority.--The town of Princeton, Butler 
county, 0., was nearly blown away by a cyclone last Sunday. It 
had thirty houses, a sawmill, and a schoolhouse, all of which are 
gone.--The strike of Andrew Carnegie's men in Pittsburg, 
Pa., is settled.--Hadji Hassen Ghooly Khan, the Persian min
ister to this country, has gone home. He appears to be a low
lived reprobate, and public sentiment has proved too much for 
him.--The Rev. E. F. Flemon, a colored clergyman, was ar
rested at Pittsburg, Pa., at the conclusion of church services July 
9, and charged with being an escaped murderer from South 
Carolina.--The Rev. Hudson Smith, who fifteen weeks ago 
mysteriously disappeared and finally reached San Francisco, has 
returned to Boston. He does not explain his absence satis
factorily, but it is believed he was mentally deranged at the time 
of his disappearance. He will probably resume his pastorate at 
the Pilgrim church soon.--Johnstown, N. Y., has been flooded 
by a terrific storm, and fifteen lives and much property lost. 

Parnell and other Irish leaders have withdrawn from the com
mission investigating the Times-Parnell matter.--The pope 
has set the cardinals to discussing the best place for holding the 
conclave to elect his successor.--The London correspondent of 
the New York Herald says there is a split in the Liberal ranks 

in the House of Commons, one party being represented by 
Gladstone and Parnell and the other by Bradlaugh and Labou
chere.--A nUn;lber of bishops h~ve petitioned the Vatican to 
elevate Christopher Columbus to the position of a saint on the 
anniversary of the discovery of America. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It is announced in the Golden Gate that Fred Evans will re
turn to San Francisco on the next trip of the Alameda. Mr. 
Evans informs the editor of the same paper that many times 
while in Australia he has been a medium for the production of 
writing between slates sealed and locked together. I am au
thorized to offer Mr. Evans the current price for psychographic 
phenomena if he will cause writing to appear on the inside of 
the two slates prepared for him before he went to th~ ~ntipodes. 

"The Hon. F. B. Perkins spoke at the last meeting of the San 
Francisco Freethought Society. There was good attendance and 
no diminution of interest. Vice-President Lemme occupied the 
chair, welcoming the audience cordially, and expressing his 
pleasure at introducing to them the lecturer of the evening, who 
would speak upon the subject of " Persecution." 

Mr. Perkins was greeted with applause. He spoke with great 
earnestness and rapidity, and covered a vast amount of ground in 
his hour's address. Persecution, he said, was the only method 
ever used with any effect against the spread of Freethought. But 
persecution was not always of a religious kind. It, was the 
obstinate following with an evil mind of an enemy with intent to 
make him uncomfortaqle. There was newspaper persecution, 
consisting of mean attacks upon some public man. There was 
industrial persecution, when employees were blacklisted and re
fused work. In speaking of the early Christian martyrs, Mr. 
Perkins said that they were not persecuted for being Christians, 
but because they appeared to be undermining the state. It was 
not bigotry but patriotism which led the Romans to oppose 
the Christians, who composed a secret society and were regarded 
as conspirators. The pagans were not proselyters, and were to
tally indifferent to the religious belief of others. All religions 
with a hell were bound to persecute. The hellist justifies his 
persecution by arguing that the brief agonies he inflicts upon his 
victim are nothing to the punishment he is saving him from, and 
if his doctrine were true, it was good luck for an unbeliever to be 
persecuted. The Christian church persecutes for self-preservation. 
It has no other argument. Its first campaign was against astrono
my, and Copernicus, Galileo, and Bruno were its victims. De
feated finally in this branch of science, it attacked geology, but 
fared no better. Then came biology, and the church lost again. 
The next war, Mr. Perkins believed, would be in the domain of 
psychology-the doctrine of the soul. This followed as a logical 
sequence, since the warfare began with astronomy, or the outer 
field of science; narrowed to geology, or the earth; thence to bi
ology, or man himself. In the narrowing process the human 
mind would be the succeeding stage of conflict. The result will 
be the wiping out of all revealed religion and miracles. In all 
these conflicts the church has persecuted to the extent of her 
power. Clement VIII. had the power to burn Bruno at the 
stake, but his baffled successor, Leo XII!., could only seclude 
himself and make faces at the Freethinkers who erected the 
statue of Bruno on the spot where he was martyred. Protestants 
were in no sense behind Catholics in the matter of persecution. 
"That infernal scoundrel, John Calvin," was as bad as any pope, 
and hell was not of the slightest use without Calvin in it. 
Christian persecution is not so deadly, but it is just as mean as 
ever. It breaks out now in some act like the throwing of a kero
sene lamp at a Freethought lecturer, as occurred in Ukiah; or 
tearing down posters, or slinging mud, as happens at other places. 

The way for Freethinkers to meet \ persecution and ostracism, 
the speaker said, in conclusion, was by organizing for strenglh, 
and leading upright and blameless lives. 

Mr. Knight, following, argued that the teaching of religion by 
authority was the source of persecution. The church believed 
itself the mouthpiece of God and was impatient of contradiction. 

Mr, Curtis referred to the Garden of Eden as the first scene of 
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persecution by a corporation consisting of the Father, Son & 
Holy Ghost. This corporation had "no body to be kicked and 
no soul to be damned," and it locked out and black-listed Adam 
and Eve. 

Mr. Jones offered some remarks about the persecution at 
present inflicted on the people of Siberia. 

Mr. Williams awoke a lively discussion by suggesting that the 
collection be dispensed with and that a number of members who 
could afford it should subscribe from twentr-five cents to a dollar 
a week to pay expenses. He found it impossible to get outsiders 
there the second time after the hat had been presented to them 
once. 

Mr. Schou arose in defense of the hat, and argued his case 
with such eloquence and was supported so unanimously by other 
speakers, that when Mr. Williams's motion was put to vote it 
was hopelessly lost. 

The next meeting will be addressed by Mr. H. W. Faust, who 
will illustrate his views with a stereopticon. It is easy to foretell 
a lively lecture and plenty of fun. 

I notice that in the Investigator of July 3 Mr. \V. S. Bell re
ports his success as a lecturer in this city and Oakland. He 
spoke twice here, of which events he observes: 

I cannot say that my not lecturing oftener and getting more pay for 
what I did is in any way owing to cheap Chinese labor. 

. About his effort in Oakland he says: 
Mr. A. H. Schou made all the arrangements for my lecture in this 

city. He very kindly introduced me to the audience, and also acted as 
master of ceremonies in the matter of taking up a collection. I am still 
further indebted to·the gentleman for reporting my lecture through the 
columns of }<'REETHOUGHT as " a very enjoyable lecture," as 1 'consider 
that quite a compliment. 

Mr. Schou always makes the arrangements for Liberal lectures 
in Oakland. He also presides, as a rule, and passes the hat, but 
this is the first time he has tried his hand at reporting. Mr. Bell 
may well esteem it a compliment that an exception was made in 
his case. 

Mr. Bell continues: 
June 6 I addressed a small but very select audience in San Fran

cisco. 
It is now the Society's turn to feel complimented, but I am 

sorry to say that Mr. Bell's description of his audience applies 
also to the collection takeq. on the occasion, which amounted to 
only $9.30. 

In my report of this lecture I must have implied that there 
were whiskers on some of the speaker's jokes, for he argues: 

After all, it is a question of taste as to the ·kind of wit one prefers. 
There is the venerable and antique style, abounding in hoary hairs, and 
though classic yet flavored mildly with decay and somewhat forcibly reo 
minding one of " chestnuts;" while on the other hand there is the fresh 
and verdant joke, ornate with pin feathers, and so mild in spirit as to be 
liable at any moment to die with the pip. 

Of course it is all a matter of taste, but the poet has remarked, 
or is about to remark, that 

There's nothing so bright as the new, 
There's nothing so dull as the old; 

Better a joke with a feather or two 
Than a tale that has been thrice told; 

, Better be fresh with the morning dew 
Than covered all over with mould
Better by several fold. 

I am always on the lookout for gems of speech, though some
times I cannot grasp the thought which the author has clearly 
expressed. Thus I copy the following from the London Agnostic 
Journal. It is part of a book review written by the editor, who 
says: 

It is professedly the intuitional reminiscences of the soul of its 
planes of past existence, and divine adumbrations of its absorption into 
the Absolute. The aim of individualized entity is to cease to hetero
genize and to aspire to homogenize, and the golden rule of wisdom 
-nay a rule which in this -materalistic age should be written in 
diamo~ds-is laid down: "Truth is never phenomenal, but always meta· 
physical." The Absolute is sequently affirmed to be pure abstract 
thought; and, as I have frequently ~nsi~ted! the process .of psychic evo
1ution is distinctly from self-externahzatlOn mto pure subJectivIty. 

I have not time now to catch the meaning of the above, but I 

am camping on its trail and may overtake it. As a home sample 
of lucid expression I quote a gemlet from a pamphlet on the 
"Soul's Absolute Proclamation of the Existent System," by J. 
Alexander Strever, of San Jose. Mr. Strever remarks: 

The relative of a condition is the present manifestation of the com
bination of atoms constituting that condition of nature's gradations, 
evolving in life's cohesion of the combinations of the conditions of 
nature's evolution of life's molecular gradations of combinations of soul's 
universal ascendancy, to eternally reconstitute the same condition of 
nature at the same point in the existent compass of nature's gradations of 
combinations in soul's involution of universal descendency. 

A man who has such mental illuminations as that might make 
himself conspicuous at the head of a torchlight procession if he 
could time his fulgurations so as to hit a presidential campaign. 

Of a different style, but no less striking, is the Fourth of July 
oration of ,Mr. Hook, delivered at Concord, in the very heart of 
Contra Costa county. I will ask the reader to gaze upon this: 

The breath of freedom fills our valleys, is wafted to the monarch of 
nature-Yosemite. Yosemite booms it to Shasta; Shasta bows and reo 
flects it to Columbia; Columbia ripples and dances it to the pines; the 
pines murmur it to the eternal glaciers of Alaska. The glaciers, with 
tears of joy, weep it to the Yukon; the Yukon swells and surges it to the 
shores of Asia, down through the IndIan Oct!an, through the Red Sea, to 
the classic shores of the Mediterranean, upon the breath of the lotus-laden 
Nil:! to the roving Stanley, back on the breath of the simoon to the 
Eternal City. Mont Blanc catches its song, Switzerland and France join 
in the grand chorus. On through the olive groves of Spain to the gates 
of Gibraltar it battles and thunders until all Europe wonders, while it 
flies over the fields of England. Across the Irish Sea it sings a song of 
Hope at the door of the ever down-troden son of Erin. There the thumb 
and finger of American science turns the screw that sends it tick I tick! 
beneath the Atlantic's roar-fathoms deep! Behold, it sits sparkling 
upon the finger-tips of" Liberty Enlightening the \Vorld !" which throw 
it to the far Sierras. The Sierras glance it to Diablo; Diablo shimmers 
it to Hamilton; Hamilton sights it to the stars; the starli, in the eternal 
space, sing it to the angels: "American Liberty still lives, and shall for 
all time! " 

The effete monarchies of the Old World may produce philoso
phers who can solve the problem' of the absolute; the seer of 
Santa Clara valley may voice the proclamation of the soul, but 
when it comes to spreading the American eagle the philosopher 
and seer have to weaken. 

The God of day, whose chariot never stops, 
Beams brightly from Diablo's mountain tops; 
But 'tis the eloquence of Hook that spills 
Effulgence over Contra Costa's hills. 

ONE of the characteristic touches in Professor Huxley's article 
on "Agnosticism and Christianity," is that where he points out 
that the evidence of spiritists' miracles is far superior to that ad
ducedl for the invention of the cross, and then puts into a foot
note" Dr. Newman's observations that the miraculous multipli .. 
cation of the pieces of the true cross is no more wonderful than 
that of the loaves and the fishes. is one that I do not see my way 
to contradict." Professor Huxley, like Gibbon, puts some of 
his sharpest observations into footnotes.-London Freethinker. 

WE have received a very neat little pamphlet entitled" The 
Glory ofInfidelity," by Samuel P. Putnam, editor of FREETHOUGHTJ 

and one of the best orators in America. We hadn't suspected 
that there was much glory in being an Infidel, but we will see 
what Mr. Putnam has to say about it. Anyone desiring a copy 
of this publication can obtain it by sending 10 cents to Putnam 
& Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco.-Brighton, Col., 
Register. 

LECTURE DATES.-S. P. Putnam's lecture dates for the river 
are as follows: Coquille City, July 30; Randolph, July 31; Ban
don August I; Myrtle Point, August 2; Arago, August 3: Fair 
Gro~nds, August 4, on which occasion a basket picniC will be 
held. The Coquille Secular Uuion will meet at Coquille City 
July 30.-Bandon Recorder. 

ONE of the best of S. P. Putnam's lectures is "The Glory of 
Infidelity." He has now published it in an exceedingly pretty 
pamphlet, adding to it a poem on Thomas Paine, which sells for 
ten cents. Address Putnam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, 
San Francisco, Cal.-The Truth Seeker. 
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A FREETHINKER'S CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENTIFIC 

KNOWLEDGE. 


LAYING THE CORNERSTONE OF THE LICK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

The ceremonies of laying the cornerstone of the future 
Academy of Science on Market street, near Fourth, in this city, 
took place Friday afternoon, July 12. By two o'clock, the hour 
set for the beginning of the exercises, about 350 people had 
~ea~ed themselves upon. the platform prepared for them just 
mSlde the fence. and awaIted the appearance of the president of 
the day. The officers of the academy and a number of invited 
guests took seats upon a platform on the eastern side of the 
grand floor of the structure. The northern side of. the platform 
touched the massive cornerstone, which swung from a derrick 
over the hole prepared for it. Upon the platform were Messrs. 
Percy and ~amiIton, the architects; S. W.· Holladay, Judge 
Sawyer, PreSident Harkness, C. F. Crocker, George C. Perkins, 
Dr. Behr, E. J. Molera, Irving M. Scott, and others. Prominent 
among the audience were many men well-known in scientific· 
and political circles. Quite a number of ladies graced the oc
casion by their presence. 

It was a few minutes after two o'clock when Colonel C. F. 
Crocker, president of the day, stepped fonYard to the table at the 
front of the platform. and in a brief address announced the ob
ject of the gathering. The building whose cornerstone was 
about to.be laid :"as a lasting monument to the memory of 
James LIck, he saId. The Market-street front will be used for 
stores and offices, and will show an ornamental facade which 
will make the building one of the most notable of the city. 
There will be an assembly-room large enough to accommodate 
four hundred p~op~e; .a museum and a library will be among the 
f eatmes of the mstltutlOn, and on ,the upper floors will be ex
perimental rooms for the use of the demonstrators of scientific 
principles. The rentals of the building and the investment of 
other funds will yield the academy a larger income than is en
joyed by any other scientific institution. 
, Mr. Crocker introduced Irving M. Scott, who delivered the 
address of the day upon "The Development of Science." 

ADDRESS OF HON. IRVING 1\1. SCOTT. • 

1\1r. President, Trustees, and Members of the Academv of 
Sciences: I~ is with no little diffidence that I attempt to address 
you at thiS tIme. !he exalted charac~er of your society-known 
and hono~ed for ItS profound learmng throughout the entire 
world-mIght well deter from the undertakinO' one more O'ifted 
by nature ~nd riper in scholarship than myself. b 

. I ~m mmdful, too, th~t the world will pr~:mounce upon what 
IS saId an~ done here thIS day. The laying of the cornerstone 
of the edIfice of the Academy of Sciences of San Francisco 
constitutes an occasion of no ordinary moment· and wer~ 
the limiting .veil of mortality drawn aside, who sh~ll say' that it 
would not discover as a most earnest participant the presence of 
him whose munificent bequest is its causa causans? 

But whether this might occur-real or ideal-affects not our 
gratef~l reme~brance of his magnanimous and generous deed. 

. ThIS magmficent structure, whose cornerstone we this day lay, 
wIll be a monument-a Pharos, whose beams of liO'ht wiII not 
only affect the grand object of enlightening and el~vatinO' man 
adown the course of time, but will transmit to the latest po~teritv 
the name of James Lick as one of the greatest benefactors to 
science of his time. ' 

The subject upon which I propose to speak on this occasion is 
"The Development of Science." . 

Philosophy. teaches that all phenomena, whether physical, in
t~Jlectual, SOCIal,. or m?ral, a.re aspects resulting from the opera
tIOn of law. SCIence Itself IS an exemplification of this form of 
government. 

Euclid of Alexandria contributes to science a treatise on ele
mentary geometry which has ranked as a faultless model of exact 
reasoning ~nd standard of exact demonstration for nearly twenty
two centunes. 

He was the author of several other works on mathematics as 
"Conic Sections, Division, and Porisms." He is honored \~ith 
the title" Father of Geometry." When asked by Ptolemy I. "if 
geometry could not be mastered by an easier process/' he is re

ported to have answered, "There is no royal road to geometry." 
Archimedes of Syracuse is esteemed the ablest of the ancient 

geometers. He also excelled in mechanics, theoretical and 
practical, as is attested by his brilliant discoveries in physics and 
his mechanical inventions. Thus he first determined the true 
theory of the lever, the method for the determination of specific 
gravity, invented the endless screw-pump, burning mirrors, 
catapults, and other engines for throwing, projectiles. "Eureka! 
Eureka! and give me whereon to stand and I will move the 
world," will doubtless be repeated as long as language is spoken. 

With respect to his mathematical achIevements he determined 
approximately the ratio of the circumference of a cylinder to its 
diameter; the quadrature of the parabola; the solid contents of 
a sphere, and certain properties of the spiral, known as the Spiral 
of Archimedes. According to his direction, a cylinder inclosing 
a sphere was engraved on his tombstone. No advance in 
theoretical mechanics during the eighteen centuries intervening 
between Archimedes and Leonardi da Vinci seems to have been 
made. 

Eratosthenes, contemporary with Archimedes, had the superin
tendence of the Alexandrian library. He determined the interval 
between the tropics to be eleven eighty-thirds (II -83) of the cir
cumference of the earth; found the circumference of the earth 
fifty times the distance between Alexandria and Cyrene; ascer
tained that the verticals ofterrestrial gravity converge; wrote" a 
complete description of the earth in three bOOks-physical, 
mathematical, and historical, accompained by a map of all parts 
then known;" considered the geological submen,ion of land, the 
elevation of ancient sea beds, the opening of the Dardanelles 
and the straits of Gibraltar. In his time no one competent to 
form 'an opinion doubted the globular form of the earth, nor the 
doctrine of its poles, axes, the equator, arctic and antarctic 
circles, equinoctial points, solstices, colures, and horizon ..Eclipses 
no longer inspired the beholder with superstitious awe. Their 
true causes had been assigned, so that the periods of their occur
rence could be predicted. 

At this epoch, figuratively speaking, science was at its flood, 
not so much at Athens as at Alexandria. Here was the state in
stitution, the celebrated museum, with its library, said to contain 
700,000 volumes. Here concentrated the philosophers of the 
world. The institution numbered at one time fourteen thousand 
students. It embraced a garden of plants 'for the study of botany 
a menagerie for the study of zoology, and" an anato~ical schooi 
suitably provided with means for the dissection of the human 
body." 

Also, for the study of astronomy, it contained instruments as 
the equinoctial and. solstitial armil, stone quadrants, astrolabes 
and dioptras. On the floor a meridian line was drawn for th~ 
adjustment of the instruments. 

The mind dwells with profound delight upon the scene thus 
presented to view, but saddens to contemplate the gloom that 
settles upon it. It is a glorious sunset succeeded by a niO'ht of 
many centuries, during which the fountains of science well nigh 
dry up, and its river ceases to flow perceptibly. The portals of 
nature, opened by the searchers after truth, are closed and 
~uarded by the evil genii of war, patristicism, bigotry, supersti
tIOn, and sorcery. War, as a python, crushed in its deadly folds 
the body, while hydra-headed patristicism repressed thought 
perverted and enslaved the mind, that noblest and grandest of ali 
existences. Patristicism, founded on the principle that the 
scriptures contain all knowledge permitted to man became on 
the decline of Greek philosophy, the self-constituted arbiter ;vitb 
respect to that knowledge and man. 

In 1632 Galileo published a work entitled "The System of 
the World," whose Object was to establish the truth of the Co
pernican doctrine. Its conclusions were unanswerable since they 
were based upon actual experiments. It furnished a store of 
facts for the use of. other philosophers. We forbear to mention 
that the only argument adduced to controvert these facts were 
ipse dl~"Cit and persecution. 

Kepler, availing himself of the experimental data furnished by 
Galileo and of other facts at his command, souO'ht to determine 
the Jaws o?taining iI.l the Copernica.n. system-the laws presiding 
over 'the dIstances, urnes, and velocitIes of the planets. 
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In speaking of his effort he says: "I considered and reflected 
till I was almost mad." At length, after submitting guess after 
guess and hypothesis after hypothesis to computation, he deduced 
the following, known as "Kepler's Laws:" 

J. The orbit of each planet is an ellipse with the sun in one of 
its foci. 

2. The radius vector of each planet describes equal arcs in 
equal times. 

3. The squares of the periods of the planets are proportional 
to the cubes of their mean distances from the sun. 

The discovery of these laws relieved the system of eccentrics 
and epicycles and, so far as tested, fulfilled all the requirements. 
But as yet their truth was solved but in a partial manner. 

Before considering their general solution, let reference be 
made to the state of philosophy, especially that of mechanics, so 
indispensable to its attainment. 

Of fluxion~ or calculus it may well be said that" it is one of 
the greatest, most subtle, and sublime discoveries of this or per
haps any age; that it opens a new world to us and extends our 
knowledge, as -it were, to infinity; that it carries us beyond the 
bounds which seem to have been prescribed to the human mind 
-at least, infinitely beyond those to which ancient geometry was 
confined. " 

The differential and integral calculus of Leibnitz is supple
mented by the calculus of variations originating with La Grange. 
A knowledge of the calculus is absolutely necessary to thorough 
analytical research in the higher branches of physical science. 
Illustrative of its vast scope and inestimable value, let reference 
be made to the" Celestial Mechanics" of Laplace and to its 
worthy companion "The Analytical Mechanics of Benjamin 
Pierce," also, among the invaluable treatises on applied mechanics, 
to those of \Veisbach and Rankine. 

Geology, since the time of Avicenna, a thousand years ago. has 
developed into a noble and highly important science, embracing 
in its- scope a knowledge of the changes that have occurred in the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms. In a certain sense, 
therefore, it has become a cover':all for the sciences. It acquaints 
us with the structure of the earth from the time the erosion of 
its surface began. It reads in the earth's strata the unerring 
record of their formation. 

It shows that mountai~s in some cases have emerged from 
the sea, and in others have sunk beneath its waves. 

From the lessons learned of a particular formation embracing 
valuable treasures in one locality, it is enabled to direct the ex
plorer to similar treasures on the discovery of a like formation 
in a different locality. It contributes largely to our knowledge of 
events that have occurred on the earth since the advent of man. 
As an instance, it shows by the excavating of pottery and other 
works of man in the valley of the Nile, that Egypt enjoyed a 
civilization of no inconsiderable advancement eight thousand 
years before the Great Pyramid was built and eleven thousand 
years before Herodotus, the" father of history," was born. 

Experiment determines that heat, motion, electricity, galvanism, 
light, are convertible terms or forms of each other. Thus the 
heat generated by the combustion of carbon or other substance 
may be developed as mechanical power, electricity, light, or 
galvanism. 

So, too, may the mechanical power of a stream of water be 
developed as heat, or transmitted as electricity to a point miles 
away and thence developed in the form of mechanical power. 
light, or other correlative form. Heat seems a form of energy, 
or in other words, heat is energy susceptible to change of form 
but not to destruction. It may exist as potential or dynamic 
energy. 

"Throughout the universe the sum of these two energies is 
constant. " 

This new philosophy acquaints us with the methods of nature 
in effecting her works-brings us, as it were, into intimate com
panionship with her, so that without distrust she readily discloses 
those things which hitherto philosophy had held to be occult. 

It enables us to measure and accurately determine the value 
of heat, light, motion, and electricity, in the known terms of foot 
pounds. 

Its discoveries and inventions mark an epoch in the progress 

. 

of science unsurpassed in importance by that distinguished by 
the immortal discoveries and inventions of Galileo, Kepler, and 
Newton. 

In this philosophy is reached the highest development of 
science yet attained, eminently a union of the sciences. Other 
developments may, and not improbably will, be made of a still 
higher order. Indeed, there seems am pIe reason for antici pating 
that the Acadetny of Sciences of San Francisco will still further 
distinguish itself by its efforts in augmenting the flow of this in
comparably grand and beautiful stream. 

Dr. H. W. Harkness, president of the Academy, was next in
troduced. He spoke as follows: 

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT HARKNESS. 

On the 4th of April, 1853, a little band of lovers of science, 
seven in number, met in a small room in this city for the purpose 
of taking steps toward the organization of a society for the ad- . 
vancement of the natural sciences. 

These men were Dr. Andrew Randall, Dr. Henry Gibbons, 
Dr. Albert Kellogg, T. J. Nevens, Charles Farris, Prof. T. B. 
Trask, and Lewis W. Sloat, all of whom are now numbered 
with the dead, the last to leave us being our lamented friend Dr. 
Kellogg. Seldom in civil life has there been an instance where 
results so important have grown out of the action of a body of 
men so few in number and most of them in such humble cir
cumstances, for these men were the founders of the California 
Academy of Sciences, which after more than a third of a century 
of struggles and vicissitudes comes at last in assured prosperity 
to lay the corner-stone of its permanent home, to-day. 

The early volumes of proceedings serve to show the character 
ofour founders and their fitness for the work they had undertaken. 
"'ith but few books of reference, fewer types for comparison, 
and beset by the cares and trials incident to the unsettled condi
tion of society, they were still able to do much good work 
in their various lines of scientific research. In botany Dr. Albert 
Kellogg, ,vhose love for the plants he studied was the passion of 
his life, has left an imperishable record as an honest and faithful 
observer. His merits are too well known to most of you to need 
recalling. Prof. T. B. Trask, many of whose notes and papers 
are found in our earlier volumes, was a geologist of marked 
ability, who, while most of the men of his day were eagerly en
gaged in the pursuit of wealth, was exploring valley and moun
tain in the interest of his favorite science. Dr. Henry Gibbons, 
another of the seven, was a careful observer in many lines of 
research, and is perhaps best known to science in connection 
with his meteorological records. 

Time will not permit me to do justice to the many who subse
quently became their co-workers. Special mention should, how
ever, be made of the late Dr. William O. Ayres, who as an 
ichthyologist was undoubtedly the peer of anyone of that period. 
His first paper, published in our proceedings in September, 1854, 
together with the many which followed, prove that his was a mind 
peculiarly adapted to scientific research, and his description of 
the fishes of this coast will always take rank as models of terse
ness and technical completeness. 

Of the list of honorary members Drs. Torrey and Gray, es
pecially the latter, were until the close of their lives, deeply inter
ested in the wefare of our societv and unwearied in their assistance 
to our local botanists. ' 

Of the living members who were identified with the academy 
at an early period, a few are still actively engaged in scientific 
work. Dr.]. G. Cooper early contributed valuable zoological 
papers, and now, director of our museum, still continues. his 
labors. R. E. C. Stearns, for many years an active and effiCIent 
member, is now employed and doing good work in conchology 
in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington. Of Dr. Hermann 
Behr, who, contributing papers to the academy in 1854, is still 
engaged in scientific work, too much cannot be said in praise. 
In his special branch of study (lepidoptera) he is the recognized 
authority on this coast, and in botany he is equally eminent. In 
addition to these branches of science, which would be sufficient 
to burden the mind of an ordinary man, the thoroughness of his 
early training and his extensive travel and varied studies make 
him a most valuable aid in other departments of science. 
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Our limits will not allow me to make mention of those who 
within the last twenty years have contributed by their scientific 
labors to the. welfare of the society, and indeed it is hardly neces
Eary, as their work is well known to you all. 

For many years after its organiiation the society was much 
embarrassed by lack of funds, being unable even to pay the ex
penses of collectors, and so could not gather the material needed 
by specialists in their investigations, which from this cause were 
too often mistaken or incomplete. This was the more to be re
gretted as other and wealthier institutions, being able to employ 
agents, were eagerly collecting in this new field material of great 
scientific value which should have been retained within the mu
seums of this state. A few years ago, however, Mr. Charles 
Crocker gave to the society the sum of $20,000, to be used in the 
promotion of original research. This timely gift has been in 
the past, and will continue to be, of incalculable benefit to the 
academy. 

Another acquisition of great importance was the collection 
presented by Mr. Crocker and Senator Leland Stanford. This 
valuable donation will, as soon as we have room to display it, 
be of great popular benefit, not only as a means of education for 
the young, but as one of the city's chief attractions. 

The meeting of the society, held February 17, 1873, will long 
be remembered as an eventful one in our history, for on that 
occasion General John Hewston presented to the academy a deed 
from James Lick conveying the title to the land upon which this 
building is now being erected. This was the first intimation of 
his intention to furnish it material aid, although the deed was 
subsequently withdrawn, that he might substitute another more in 
accordance with the needs of the society. This generous gift 
was supplemented by his making the Academy of Sciences one 
of the residuary legatees of his estate, and from this source alone 
we shall at no distant day be in possession of not less than 
$450,000, this being in addition to the land upon which the 
building is being erected. . 

We should be neglecting. our duty if we failed upon this oc
o casion to give expression to sentiments of gratitude to our bene
factor, who has so munificently assisted us in our efforts to extend 
the boundaries of human knowledge. 

Truly it may be said of him that in his many benefactions he 
has built himself a monument more enduring than marble, and 
so far as it was possible for one in his position to do, 'he has suc
ceeded far beyond the hope of most of his fellow men in his 
effort to render his name immortal. 

In yonder cemetery there stands a monument, bearing upon 
its face the name of him who sleeps beneath-that he was borh, 
lived, and died-nothing more. His w~alth sent beyond the 
seas, is in possession of those he never knew, and who will soon 
forget that he ever lived. Lichens have attached themselves to 
the stone, and are silently but surely at work to accomplish its 
destruction, and weeds and tangle hide the neglected grave. 
Now and again some passers-by will stop in an idle moment to 
read the brief story, until eventually the broken column dis
appears, and his name is lost to the memory of man. 

Here, on the contrary, is a monument to one who is gone, 
which, while bringing blessings to countless generations yet un
born, will preserve his name among men so long as governments 
shall exist to protect the property he has so generously placed in 
our keeping. 

The ceremonies were concluded by the laying of the corner
stone by President Harkness; with a trowel presented for the 
purpose by E. J. l\iolera. 

The trowel was of silver and bore the inscription: "This trowel 
was used to lay the carner-5tone of the California Academy of 
Sciences of San Francisco, July 12, 1889. Presented by E. J. 
Molera." 

Dr. Harkness read a list of articles placed in the box imbedded 
in the corner-stone. Besides coins and newspapers, as usual, 
they included a photograph of James Lick; a picture of the new 
Academy of Sciences building; deed of trust of James Lick, 
dated September 21, 1876; three copies of the constitution of 
the Academy of Sciences, with names of members in 1876-81 
and 1889; Directory of San Francisco for 1889; copy of Irving 

M. Scott and Dr. Harkness's addresses upon the occasion of lay
ing the corner-stone; proceedings of ~h~ aca?emy in pa~phlet 
form; memoirs of the academy, contammg plctures of ammals, 
plants, etc.; report of the Lick .t:ustees; photograph of the gr.eat 
Lick telescope; formal recogmtlOn of the transfer of the Llck 
Observatory to the State University; register of the State Uni
versity for 1887-88; meteorological reports of Oakland, by Dr. 
J. B. Trembley; portrait and biography of Governo: Waterman. 

Under the directions of J. W. Duncan, supermtendent of 
construction, the stone was lowered into place, and with three 
hearty cheers for the Academy of Sciences, led by Geo. C. Per
kins, the proceedings terminated. 

--t~---
HON. A. SCHELL AND THE ALBANY MINISTERS. 

The Hon. A. Schell, the Red Mountain vineyardist, of 
Knight's Ferry, is now in Albany, N. Y., and the following letter 
which appeared in the Albany Times shows that there, as else
where, he ismaking it interesting for the c\ergrmen: 

"AN INTERESTING DISCUSSION.' 

To the Editor of the Albany Tzmes, . . 
SIR: Under the above head line you gave an account, under 

date June 24th, of a meeting held by the Protestant ministers of 
the city of Albany, at which they passed a resolution to read from 
their pulpits the names of all property owners who rent premises 
for liquor selling. For one, I propose to save them the trouble, 
for I am one of them. And while I rent my property under 
and pursuant to law, and pay taxes on the same, no threat shall 
deter me from exercising my personal privileges; nor have I 
any excuses or apologies to make to any of the ministers or any 
other persons of this city. To those who take exceptions to the 
exercise and enjoyment of my legitimate rights, I beg to say 
that their friendship I don't crave; their hostility I don't fear; 
their religion and principles I despise. 

In the New York Sun of June 24 a statement appears to the 
effect that Mr. James Irvine, of Liverpool, was quoted in the 
house of lords as saying that 20,000 tons of bad rum and gin are 
sold annually to the natives along the west coast of Africa by 
" sincere Christians." If this statement be true, it appears that 
"sincere Christians" (say nothing about the insincere) are en
gaged in the liquor business as well as the saloon-keepers in 
the city of Albany, but not in the small way of the saloon, of 
selling by the glass, quart, bottle, or gallon, but by the ton, It 
takes sincere Christians to do a wholesale business in bad rum 
and gin. I venture to say there is not a saloon-keeper in the 
city of Albany who would sell bad rum and gin to the natives on 
the west coast of Africa unless he believes in the Christian re
ligion, . 

Would it not be eminently proper for these reverend gentle
men to oreach to, and pray for, and publish from their pulpits 
the nam-es of the "sincere Christians" who are engaged in sell
ing bad rum and gin to the natives in Africa? \Vould not these 
reverend divines act more consistently and command greater re
spect if they should first remove the beam in their own eyes, 
before they attempt to extract the mote that is in their neigh
bor's? 

Are not these men attempting to ride a high horse with a 
slack rein when they meddle in secular matters? Had they not 
better preach more of repentance and a judgment to come to 
their brethren engaged in the African rum and gin business be
fore attempting to deter men in the exercise of legitimate bUji
~~? "" 

How much taxes do these men pay into the treasury for the 
support of the municipal and state governments? I venture to 
say, not a dollar! 

Are not these ministers aware that clerical interference in 
secular matters is distasteful to the great majority ofthe Ameri
can people, and that they do more hurt than good to the cause 
they wish to advance? Few of them had good sense enough to 

, oppose the resolution and decline to publish the names from the 
pulpit. . The Catholic clergymen have much more good sense 
than the Protestant. They say: We are in favor of temperance, 
but not in favor of coercion; that coercion infringes upon the 
private rights of the individual. They occupy the popular side 
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of the question, and are sustained by the universal sentiment of 
an enlightened secular community. A. SCHELL. 

Alb~ny, June 27. 

JEWISH RESPECT POR JESUS. 

I visited a neighbor yesterday, and found on his table ex-Rev. 
Hugh O. Pentecost's pamphlet, "vVhat I Believe." I glanced at 
the index, then at a page here and there in almost each sub
division of the "hastily" written work, and though I was 
pleased w'ith the apparent earnestness . and openness of ex
pression, yet I came to the (perhaps hasty) conclusion that :Mr. 
Pentecost knew very little of the opinions of religious people, 
who are not Christians, about Jesus. He says in one place that 
Christ has the respect of those who are not Christians. By that· 
he certainly could not mean unbelievers; they may have tears 
for Jesus who fell a victim to bigotry as well as they would have 
tears for Lewis the Light if he were killed by fanatics because of 
his claim of being" Jesus on earth again." The unbeliever, as 
a rule, is an educated, intelligent man; he knows that Jesus 
Christ, according to the Christian story of him, must have been 
either a lunatic or a fanatic-just what Lewis the Light is in our 
day. Jesus the Christ had words of sympathy for the poor, and 
hell in the next world for the rich. Lewis the Light advocates 
the abolishment of poverty altogether, and emphatically declares 
that the moment he gets a sufficient number of followers, he will 
establish hell for the rich on earth. 

Lewis the Light is still alive, and commands no respect what
ever for his divine claims. Would he command respect if he 
were killed by bigots and fanatics for his luny utterances? Not 
at the hands of intelligent people, I should think. 

Mr. Pentecost must have meant religious people other than 
Christians. Who are they in. the civilized world? The Jews 
stand foremost among them. . 

The reader, I hope, understands that the title Jew in this age 
does not belong to a man who professes a certain supernatural 
belief. One acquires: that title rather by the shape of his nose 
than by the form of his religious or anti-religious thoughts. I 
am a Jew, though an Atheist. I have met with hundreds of well 
educated Jews in Europe and in this country, and failed to find 
one that has any belief in supernaturalism. The so-called re
formed Jewish synagogues, known as temples, are filled with 
Agnostics and outspoken unbelievers. The less religious the 
rabbi is, the higher salary he commands. Their sermons touch 
modern ethics rather than Old Testament morality. In fact, the 
old book is almost absolutely ignored. Wise words from the 
prophets or kings constitute the texts generally. I was once well 
acquainted with one rabbi in this country. He spoke on our 
Thomas Paine celebration, eulogizing the revolutionary hero of 
our independence as well as of religious thought. In the course 
of his speech he expressed a belief that in a century hence more 
temples will be erected to the memory of Paine than to that of 
Luther. The same rabbi, in a public discussion under the 
auspices of the local Liberal League, remarked that the Jewish 
custom of circumcision originated in a belief that it would pre
vent certain diseases of the body, and he was not scientifically 
prepared to say whether it would or not. He thought, however, 
that if it was not a preventive, it was barbarous. 

In a private conversation the learned rabbi told me that the 
synagogue was supported by people. who held a?out ~he same 
anti-religious ideas that I do. At thiS I became ImpatIent, and 
retorted somewhat angrily: "What, then, do they keep it up 
for?" He smiled and thought that I was somewhat narrow
minded. He spoke long, very earnestly, as if to convert me to 
his ideas, which were that the synagogues were not for the pur
pose of raising religious Jews, but for preventing them from 
falling victims to Christian idiocy. I believe that he said the 
whole truth, and any intelligent non-Jew that would visit a Jew
ish temple and get acquainted with some of its few occupants 
would soon come to the same conclusion. That Jewish element 
cannot have much respect for Jesus. . 

It now remains to investigate the character of the orthodox 
Jew.- In this country not every Jew that clai~s to be orthodox 
is really so. Most of them are shrewd busmess men, and a 

seat in the orthodox synagogue is part and parcel of their busi
ness transactions. Russia, Poland, and Galizien exhibit, however, 
a large number of really orthodox Jews. With the char

. acter of these Jews I am particularly well acquainted, and know 
exactly what respect they have for Jesus. In the first place, they 
call him a tI bastard," and, according to their ideas, a child born 
out of wedlock is anathema itself. When an orthodox Jewish 
girl falls a victim to lust, and gives birth to a child, the relatives 
endeavor to murder it before the time which calls for the cere
monyof "giving it a name in Israel." If they fail, the ceremony 
is performed in a way different from that other children enjoy, 
and a verv bad, shameful in meaning, name is given. I was 
present at one such ceremony. The child was a boy. Generally 
the ceremony is performed in the synagogue, where as near as 
possible to the Holy Trunk, which holds the sacred scriptures, a 
platf~rm is in each case erected, and a "seat of honor" for the 
child's guardian angel is placed to the right of it. In that case, 
the janitor, or Shamos, put up the platform in a back room, and 
had no seat of honor because an illegitimate was not supposed 
to be guarded by any angel. \Vhen the door opened and a wo
man appeared c<;\rrying the infant wrapped up in a pillow, the 
usual Barooch aboo ("Blessed be the new comer") did not greet 
the child. When the unfortunate infant was placed on the plat
form, it was discovered that the man who does the butchery, 
which often ends fatally, was absent. He had considered him
self too holy and godly and declined to touch the anathemized 
flesh of a 1llamzor (illegitimate); There was a man in town who 
claimed to be able to perform that duty, but was not considered 
very skilled in it and therefore was never given a chance in regu
lar cases. He was immediately sent for. When he arrived and 
was told of the object, he took offense at first and cursed the 
shamos for calling upon him, but afterwards agreed to do the 
bloody work. 

After the wound is attended to and the flow of blood is stopped, 
the child is usually carried to the Holy Trunk, which is then open 
in order that the very scriptures may bear testimony to the cere
mony of circumcision. One man holds the infant in his arms, 
and another, with a glass of wine in his hand, utters blessings, 
in the course of which he puts a few drops of the liquid on the 
lips of the child and declares its name" in Israel" to be so and 
so. In that case, however, the Holy Trunk was not bothered, 
the scriptures were not called upon to witness, the blessings were 
cut short, and the name was given with the words" in Israel" 
left out. 

During the ceremony a man wrapped up in a white sheet of 
cloth with black stripes on, called la/rrh, could be seen in the cor
ner formed by the front wall of the synagogue and the Holy 
Trunk. His right hand in the shape of a half circle was placed 
in that corner and the head rested on it. He was the rabbi of 
the town. No circumcision was ever performed in that com
munity without his having the pleasure of holding the highest 
office in the ceremonial workings. But then he stood absorbed 
in thoughts about the calamity that had befallen his flock. He 
took no notice of what was going on, and, a few· minutes after 
the shameful and degrading ceremony was performed and the 
child was taken away, one of the synagogue staff approached and 
informed him that all was over. The rabbi then turned his face 
to the people present, wrung his fingers, and .in ~ clear, distinct 
voice exclaimed, "0 God, may we hope that It wIll not grow up 
to be a shame and disgrace to Israel." 

I have related the ceremony, to which I was an eye-witness, 
not for the purpose of ridiculing those truly orthodox: Jews. They 
may be very sincere and idealize the religio~s institu~ion .o! mar
riage and think it proper to perforn:t ceremomes over 1.11egltlmat.es 
in a degraded manner in order to 1mpress the necessity of punty 
upon the minds of the daughters of Israel. The reader, however, 
may draw from it a conclusion as to how much respect a religious 
Jew (who must be orthodox, or he cannot be religious in the true 
sense of the word) can have for the !llegitimate Jesus .. No re
ligious Jew on the face of the earth IS supposed t? belIeve t~at 
God's interview with Mary was the cause of the bIrth of Chnst. 
As 10neY as Christians show no natural father for Jesus, the Jew 
must c~ll him a child of shame, and if religious, how much re
spect can he have for him? 

http:1.11egltlmat.es


458 FREETHOtJGHT~ 

Between the ages of four and eight I remember myself at
tending daily a Jewish orthodox school, called cheder (the ch 
has the German pronunciation). I was one of about a hundred 
boys and girls of my age. The teacher, called Melamed, had a 
half dozen assistants. and all of them were very cruel to us little 
ones. I was the happiest child in the lot; for my father had 
given strict orders, and accompanied them with' extra pay, that 
unusual patience be bestowed upon me and that neither the hand 
of the Melamed, nor that of any of his assistants, should ever be 
raised for the purpose of striking me. Our occupation from 
early morning till the very sunset was that of praying. As not 
all of us knew all of the prayers by heart, one of the assistants 
usually led, and we followed. Curious prayers they were. For 
instance, when I wanted a drink of water I had to tell the assistant, 
,,,ho immediately called out for others who wished to drink, led 
us all to the barrel in the corner of the room, and in a loud voice 
said the prayer, which we all repeated thus: "Blessed thou art, 
o God, the creator of everything by thy word." Then we drank. 
\Vhen I felt the necessity of leaving the room in answer to the 
calls of nature I had to tell the assistant. As usual, he called 
out for others similarly inclined. \Ve were led outside, and re
turned in a line to the wash basin, washed our little hands, and 
while in the process of wiping them repeated the prayer after the 
assistant, which generally took about five minutes. In English 
the prayer would read similar to this: "Blessed be thou, God, 
that created man with wisdom, with apertures and apertures, 
notches and notches, protuberances and protuberances, and gave 
him the knowledge of them, and the use of them," etc. The 
prayer, which is too funny for anything, and too long to be wholly 
translated here, can be found in any Jewish orthodox prayer-book 
and is adapted to both sexes. During t~e delivery of prayers 
the assistant would from time to time skin the noses or cheeks 
of inattentive little boys or girls, and every time he did that I 
delivered, in my mind, another prayer to God for having created 
my father with more money than others, for I childishly supposed 
that the only reason I was not beaten was because my father had 
much money to pay for it. I afterwards discovered that other 

. children's parents were really rich, while mine were not; but the 
knowledge of this has only made me bless and love my father 
more than God, and I don't regret it. There is a day when the 
children are not required to repeat the objectionable prayer. 
That day is a holiday for orthodox Jewish children in Russia, 
Poland, and Galizien. It is also a holiday for the Christian 
world. It is the birthday of Christ-merry Christmas, merrier 
to little orthodox Jewish children than those of the Christians. 

The belief is that on that day, which the orthodox Jews call 
Mllel, God is torturing Jesus in hell; that Jesus is appealing to 
his father's sense of mercy by referring to the good things he had 
done. He had been to Cheder, had the knowledge of the holy 
's~riptures and other Hebrew books, had delivered many prayers, 
etc., but Goel is merciless, fries him in hell's fire, then brings 
him to life and fries him again, and continues the same the whole 
day till his revenge is satisfied. The orthodox Jew is. very glad 
of God's occupation on that day, and as any indulgence in learn
ing or prayer might divert the Almighty from his engagement 
and even remind him of some favorable circumstance in the life 
of Jesus, no true orthodox Jew dares open a book of Hebrew 
knowledge or utter a prayer. Even the children are prohibited 
from learning and praying-the only prohibition I, in my child
hood, strictly complied with. These people are the most religious 
Jews on the face of the earth. Their respect for Jestls can be 
well imagined. M. S. \VARHAFTIG. 

MR. BRADLAUGH'S motion to abolish perpetual pensions has 
shown up the peculiar history of one of them. On the list is a 
small pension standing to the credit of a Scottish peer for the 
fulfillment of a sinecure office. For tw6 generations not a penny 
has gone into the family coffers. This peer's grandfather, being 
in need of ready money, sold the pension to a Portsmouth money
lender, whose heirs and assigns draw it to this day. 

THE London Agnostic J oumal has struck a happy title for 
E. C. Walker's "Bible Temperance" which is now running 
through that journal. It is H Bible and Bung." 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DBAD 1* 

Ill. 

Those whom theology has made im beeile, when they find that 
they and their myths are being drowned in the river of reason, 
grasp at straws. I think I hear them exclaim, "Ah, but there is 
proofof his divinity in his being able to predict, quite apart from 
minor details, that he should rise from the dead at all .." The 
prediction, I apprehend, was invented after the rise of the resur
rection myth, in order to give that myth support. . Nay, I feel 
disposed to assert that Chri~t himself was invented, in order to be 
the hero of this exploit and the necessary concatenation and 
thread of continuity to hold together an isolated number of in
coherent and jumbled myths. But even if, as a person, he did 
exist, and even if he did predict he would rise up from the dead, 
what then? In his time, and in times antecedent to his, rising 
from the dead ,vas quite common. In those days, it would seem, 
when anyone felt his grave not quite comfortable, he had nothing 
else to do but to heave up the mass of earth and turf that lay 
above him, vault out of the ground, and walk to and fro over the 
land in his winding-sheet. lEsculapius, Apollonius, Thyaneus. 
and others, long before Christ's time, raised numerous persons 
from the dead. JEsculapius, having. raised others, at length 
found.it necessary to raise himself from the grave, and this feat 
was not found too difficult of accomplishment for Prometheus. 
Juno, Hercules, and Adonis. In the Hehrew scriptures Elijah 
raised to life the dead son of the widow of Zarepta; and Ezekiel, 
in the Valley of Dry Bones, out of a supply of osseous rubbish, 
created a whole army of living warriors. Christ himself reani
mated the corpse of Lazarus, even after it was stinking; in fact, 
people who had left their grave under some pretext or other 
were, in the good old times of faith, nearly as common as black
berries. On the occasion of Christ's resurrection numbers of the 
dead got up from their tom bs to see what was the matter, and 
walked about the streets of Jerusalem. But they' appear to have 
discovered that there was nothing in particular going on after all, 
for ,they seem to have gone quietly back to their sepulchres, and 
nobody appears to have taken much notice of them. .Where 
people are devout enough and ignorant enough, the dead are apt 
to rise; but where folk are neither devQut nor ignorant, the dead 
are not at all troublesome; they are quite prepared to "rest in 
their graves till the resurrection," and even longer than that 
where people are exceedingly knowing. ' 

I need not say that there is no trace of the resurrection of this 
extraordinary Jesus in respectable and authentic history .. The 
whole of the terrible event which forms the foundation-stone of 
the Christian fabric seems to have occurred on the quiet, and in 
the dark. Our whole historic (!) evidence of the event rests upon 
the slip-shod and credulous twaddle of four pseudonrmous 
rambling, and illiterate documents, written nobody knows wher~ 
or when, and which four documents are, bevoncl all hope of 
reconciliation, at variance with each other, as I shall presentlv 
show. "Oh !"I think I hear "the believer" say, cc }'vu hav~ 
forgotten Paul. Even admitting that the four gospels were writ
ten long after the occurrence of the events with which they deal 
and that they here and there contradict each other, what about 
Paul, who was actually a contemporary of Christ, and who vouches 
emphatically for the fact of the resurrection? " 

I reply, when Paul was sane he did not vouch for the fact of 
the resurrection. He was a man with a trained intellect; and, 
as such, of course, regarded with the utmost aversion the credu': 
lous and vulgar dregs of the populace that committed their fanati
cal excesses in the name of an uneducated man of the m(,b 
Jesus of Nazareth. Paul was a persecutor of the Christians. Paul' 
in the first . century, regarded Christianity as I regard it in th~ 
nineteenth. Journeying to Damascus to attempt to do what I 
am attempting to do now, he had the misfortune to ha,'e sun
stroke. He lay for some days raving, and at death's door and 
when he got on his legs again he found himself a Christian. 'Like 
Paul before the event of his sunstroke, I am not a Christian; like 
Paul, subsequent to suffering from sunstroke, I may become a 
Christian-in fact, I should be quite likely to become one. 

*By Saladin, editor of the Agnostic Journal. 

I 
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shall certainly never become a Christian while I am sane; but, 
like poor Paul, I may become one after I am insane.....:.·after.like 
him, I 'am suffering from what cerebral pathology calls pseudo
blepsis. Paul, moreover, and not. Jesus, is the corner stone of . 
Christianity. Allow me to congratulate Christianity upon resting 
upon a man who, while he was sane, bitterly persecuted it, and 
who could see no evidences for its truth till after he had suffered 
from sunstroke. 

For ten long years the disciplined and subtle intellect of Paul 
denied the resurrection, and regarded the whole of the vulgar 
and barefaced imposture connected therewith as a pernicious 
figment. But the subtle intellect was paralyzed by a sunstroke, 
and the poor semi-maniac, who survived the affliction, was dis
posed to believe in the man-god of the illiterate and the ghost
stories of the vulgar. " I knew a man in Christ above fourteen 
years ago (whether in the body I cannot tell, or whether out of 
the body I cannot tell; God knoweth); such an one caught up ta 
the third heaven. And I knew such a man (whether in the body 
or out of the body I cannot tell; God knoweth), how that he was 
caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it 
is not lawful for a man to utter" (2 Cor. xii, 2-4). This is the 
kind of stuff poor Paul could write after he became a Christian! 
"Whether in the body or. out of the body I cannot tell"-in 
other words. whether my head or my heels were uppermost I 
know not. This indicates the state of mental wreck to which 
he had to be reduced before he could be persuaded to believe 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. But for the sunstroke on 
the way to Damascus, the student of Gamaliel, the neo-Platonic 
thinker and subtle master of Alexandrian lore, never would have 
believed it .. Never. to speak of sunstroke affecting mentation 
and opinion, I know a staunch conservative who became a rabid 
radical immediately upon recovery from having his skull fractured 
with a poker; and I have heard the Marquis of Queensberry di
late upon how concussion of the brain ushered him into a new 
world. No man has read Paul's curious epbt1es more carefully 
than I have. The} are a deeply instructive psychological study, 
in their weird conglomeration of. metaphysics and madness. Paul 
has always been to me an interesting character-far more in
teresting than Jesus. A massive and disciplined intellect is 
attractive and imposing even in ruin; but I have little affection 
for the rant of the gospel of the gutter, whether in Capernaum 
or Birmingham, and the good intentions of fanatical and un
learned mechanics-and I care not whether the mechanic be· 
called . Jesus Christ or Richard Carlile-do not atone for the 
mischief of their ill-balanced evangel. 

THE SUMMER AND FALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Astoria. .........Or., July ... 14, Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9, 10, 

Stella .......... W. T.," 15,16,17, Long Creek ...... " " 11,12, 

O.-;wego ........Or., " 18, 19, Hamilton .....••. " cc 14,15, 

Arnold's Grove .. " " 20, 21, Monument ...... " 16, 17, 

Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Hay Stack ...... "" 18, 

Coburg. . . .. " Aug ........ 7, 8, Lone Rock .••••• " 19, 20, 

Lebanon ..•. " .........• 9, Fossil .....•... " " 21, 22, 

Olympia ... 'V.T.," ...... I I, 12, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 

Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13,14, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept..... 29, 

Davenport, " " .•..•• 17, 18, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 

Cheney. " " " •..•••... 19, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct·3,4,S, 

Rosalia..." ......... 20, 6, 7, 

Sprague.. " ......... 21, Linkville .....Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 

Pasco. ... ." .... , •.•. 22, Sacramento ......... Ca1., Oct. 20, 

Dayton .... 'V. T., Aug .... 24 25, San Francisco .•..... " 27, 

Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

La Grange, Or .... Aug ......•. 29, of November, 

Union ..... Or. " ........ 30, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

Baker City, Or. Sept. ....... I, December. 

Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. 


4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

'TIS summer, when the nights are warm, 
And making love's the fad, 

The hammock now has got the job 
That the sofa formerly had. 

-Lawrence American. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


On the Trail. 

To tlu Editors of Frutltought: 
From Arago I passed up the river to a small settlement called N~r'.: 

way, where they are mostly" Dunkards." I gave three lectures in a 
nice hall that was generously donated for the purpose. and to very good 
audiences, a large portion of them being persons who had attended 
my meetings at Myrtle Point and Arago. I stopped at the ranch of 
George Carl, who once dwelt ~n the Rhine away back in the faclerland 
of Germany. Mr. Carl has a large family of interesting children and a 
beautiful home on the banks of the Coquille. His orchard of plums, 
prunes, and apples is immense, and loaded until in some cases the trees 
were breaking down with their luscious fruits. Dairy and fruits, sheep 
and hogs, lumber and babies. seem to thrive in this prolific soil, which 
but lately was covered with the myrtle and maple forests of a thousand 
years' growth. These farms are generally several feet under water two or 
three times every winter and spring, and everybody moves upstairs, and 
stock are taken to the hills, or in. some cases upstairs too, where they 
have barns built for the purpose. These sturdy yeomanry do not seem 
to mind the annual baptisms from the muddy river, for it makes their 
farms richer each time of the overflow, and while the deluge is on they 
" git " in boats or long.legged, s~ven·mile rubber boots. It seems to 
me very healthful, with no malaria, and a very easy country to make a 
living in. People possess as much intel1igenc~ as though not living in 
this isolated region. I found my friend Carl a very intelligent man; in 
fact, he induced me to come to Norway, and worked faithfully to make 
the lectures a success. Also the McCloskeys, father and son, who keep 
the store and postoffice; A. H. Snyder and two sons, Mr. :\Iyers, and 
many others, all good and splendid Freethinkers. George Carl, Jr., is a 
whole team in himself. There is no orthodox foolishness about these 
folks. They fear neither gods or devils, do not b:lieve in faith or long. 
winrled prayer; but good, honest, hard work, and "keep your powder 
dry" is their reli({ion, and expect to die when their time comes, but not 
in the least afraid of sheol. 

W. S. Bell, on his Oregon tour, pass~d m~ while at Norway, and lec
tured two miles below at Arago. "Our Put." will be hr.re before the 
month is out, and later, Mrs. Krekel the "female Ingersoll" of 
Liberalism. So Coos county is cooing with Freethought, and the new 
religioll is coming with the tide. My work here completed, I board the 
puffing" baby boat" Ceres, and steam away for Bandon at the mouth of 
the river, stopping over at Coquille to listen to the biggest Bell that has 
sounded its sonorous notes in these primeval forests. Comrade H. H. 
Nichols, one of the few living workers for truth, had advertised Mr. 
Bell's lecture thoroughly and procured a fine hall, but had a very 
meager audience to hear our illustrious B~Il from Chicago. Mr. Bell is 
certainly a fine talker and very logical, and his stories and anecdotes do 
" beat all." He takes the cake for pith and fun, and I think he is bound 
to succeed on this coast, though he lacks the enthusiasm and magnetism 
of Mr. Putnam. 

I arrived at Bandon by the "surging sea" the next day, and met those 
earnest workers for the cause, Messrs. Uptons, Tupper, Marshall 
and son, Titus Nichols, and Emil Wulschleger. All was humming, 
getting ready for the Fourth, and there seemed but little chance (or 
ye comet" on the trail" to drive a stake or raise a flag-especially as a 
full fledged Baptist clergyman had hyo lectures already announced the 
coming nights on, "Fun and its Uscs," and "Cranks and Cr:mkism," 
with" music by the band," but the band failed to materialize. Never
theless the Rev. Major Dateman, ex.superintendent of missions for this 
coast-the speaker-was on time, but had a slim audience at both lee· 
tures, and the contribution box only yielded up for his efforts $2.20-20 

cents more than his hotel bill. The major's lectures were fine, radical, 
Freethought, and were really gems of sparkling Liberalism. He has no 
personal God, no located heaven or hell, believes in evolution, makes 
heaps of fun, plays the fiddle, eats yellow.legged spring chickens, hugs 
the sisters (at least I feel sure he does, for there is a merry twinkle in his 
eye, and he wears, I judge, a number 16 collar), has a big brain of fine 
quality, and is quite a power, but would not have his head (elt before the 
audience. Why? Collar too large, and thereby hangs a tale untold 
which must not come out. This man is doing much good in helping 
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"the brethren" out of the shell, and has much influence. He claims to 
hate challenged Colonel Ingersoll in San Francisco. I like the major; 
he is a regular brick, and the best of company. I bided my time till 
t~£fvkegerent of God was through, and had spoken his speak; then I 

-iiung on the wall of the same lecture room my Big Indian Medicine Man, 
the gorillas and the" belle of the Ashantee Islands," with "heads and 
faces" all complete, and proceeded to give out in allopathic doses evo
lution and orthodoxy, science and Freethought, truth and poetry, God's 
truth and the devil's religion, all from the big jug of reason, which al
ways has the desired effect of purging 'lut superstition. The audiences 
were small, but this is a very small town and very few people near. My 
contributions averaged nearly $4 per night; besides, I was busy through 
the day with Bandon's knowledge-boxes. Mr. Dalrymple, the professor 
teaching here, a two hundred pounder, with brains according, was the 
first one manipulated, and proved to be a grand radical thinker and gen
eral in the F'recthought army. Bandon has three stores, two fine hotels, 
good wharf, several cosy residences, the finest of which b~longs to Mr. T. 
Nichols, a subscriber to FREETHOUGHT and the Truth Seeker, and of 
CO.lrse a true-blue radical, reac1y to meet the" pale rider" without fear 
and trembling. Bandon proper is located on a high bluff nearly level for 
s~veral miles back from the ocean, covered with a dense growth of ever
greens, while right on the edge of the bluff by the sea is a huge rock, 
perhaps covering an acre, and several hundred feel above the ocean a.nd 
surrounding forest. This lookout, with the oc~an constantly bombarding 
its rocky base, is one of the grandest I have ever seen. The ever-restless 
ocean rushing on to de\'our the land, thunders against the beach from the 
west, while millions of acres of the giant evergreen forest, almost un: 
touched by the despoiling hand of man, roll away to the east as far 
as the eye can reach, finally climbing up the sides of the cloud-capped 
mountains until forest and hill, sky and earth, seem to meet with ardent 
embrace. The" silver thread of the Coquille," as se;!n in the distance, 
lead's from the sea to the snows of the Coast Range. Here for a mile or 
more up and down the coast are hundreds of rocks standing in the water, 
from a few feet in diameter and in height, to those covering, perchance, 
an acre, and one hundred feet in' height, like grim sentinels guarding the 
shore from invasion by expected foes. To watch the foam-capped waves 
roll in and break all over these giant monuments, reared by nature's 
hand, and listen to their sullen, angry roar, is music to your wandering 
" altitudinarian's" ears, weird and grand. Into and through one of these 
largest rocks the waters have cut a narrow channel just wide enough to 
walk in, while in the middle it has eaten out a cave some fifty feet long 
by thirty wide and averaging twenty feet in height. Here in this rocky 
dungeon, with the rushing, boiling waters on every side, I sat alone and 
communed with nature's God; I sang and shouted and read a poem, but 
all was lost in the din made hy the elements. My bump of sublimity is 
away up, up, up, and I always feast in this grand commune with Mother 
Nature in her wildest moods. Nature, thou art all there is, thou art all 
in all, there is nothing beyond thee, nothing 6rander or greater; we 
worship at thy shrine only. 

These rocks and caverns can be reached only at low water, and woe 
betide the man who would fall asleep to this rhythmic music, and be 
caught by the rising sea. After leaving the grim hole in the wall of rock 
I found a starfish on the beach with an oyster stuck fast to the center of 
the shell. I found one or the other was devouring his pard, and while bent 
over studying the phenomenon a huge wave came silently rolling in and 
nearly took me off my feet; 'it knocked off my hat and took it out to sea 
with the receding flow. I thought of D. M. Bennett in the river Jordan, 
on his trip around the world. I was alone. I retreated and waited for 
the hat to come ashore, for I had read in scripture or somewhere else, it 
matters little, that if you cast your bread upon the waters it will be re
turned to you, sometimes a hundred fold, and I could not see why hats 
should not do likewise. Well, it came back, and though only the identi
cal one that went adrift, I was satisfied I had made the experiment, and 
was not hatless. J would not be laughed at for losing the covering to my 
7 by 9 knowledge-box. As I walked back to my lodgings, a wiser but 
wetter student, I found a dead sea lion as large a$ a small cow. They 
are different from a seal, in being much larger and in having two flippers 
or legs behind instead of one like the seal. They seem to live among 
the rocks, and crawl all over them like the seals at the seal rocks of 
your city. 

1 ~ave three lectures here. The wind has blown almost a hurriocane 

every day I have been at Bandon. It is very cool; we have a fire mo·st of 
the time to sit by, and July too. This I think will make one of the grand
est summer resorts on the coast; but rriust have a railroad, which is now 
nearly a hundred miles off. It is a most superb town site, with splendid 
water, air, fuel, and scenery; cheap land, plenty of government land very 
near, a small harbor and bay; fine fruit country; .fine bathing, etc.. 

The eve of the Fourth I steamed back to Coquille City, and found a 
hearty welcome at Brother Harrington's cozy home. I joined comrade 
Nichols at the grand ball given by the old soldiers to increase their re
lief fund, danc~d with all the fair matrons and pretty girls that I could 
inc1uce to take a pard so old and glum; then retired to dream of what 
might have been and what shall the morrow be. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Coquille, Or. 

BIERCE ON CHRISTIANITY. 

Among "the vagaries of people who pass through what is 
known as a revival of religion," the Chronicle mentions one 
zealous woman's action in throwing her parlor organ into the 
street, and another's in smashing her new buggy. These may 
be "vagaries." Possibly one may be truly religious while in 
possession of parlor organs and buggies. I do not say that one 
may not; I only say that the imagination which can conceive 
the founder of Christianity playing a parlor organ or driving a 
buggy would be an invaluable intellectual equipment to a man 
of letters. To be a Christian is, I suppose, to be like Christ 
not merely to believe in him, but to act as he acted, to live as he 
lived, in all things possible to be as he was. Always and every
where he taught the duty of poverty-taught it by precept, taught 
it by example, taug-ht it so plainly. lucidly, bluntly, that more 
than eighteen centuries of ingenuity have not been able to per
vert the meaning. Perhaps Christianity with all the modern 
improvements and conveniences is a better religion than the 
Christianity of Christ. As to that, having neither, I cannot say; 
it seems to me more" practical;" but if there is a reader of 
these lines who owns a parlor organ or a buggy or any other 
property in excess of hi3 actual present need, I tell him plainly 
that he is not a Christian in the sense in which Christ was a 
Christian. There is not, in my judgment, a Christian living to
day. If there were he would be arrested as a lunatic or a tramp. 
·-AMBROSE BIERCE, in the Examiner. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

"Yone Santo." 50 cents. 

"John Ward, Preacher." 50 cents. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." I 5 cents. 

"The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. 15 cents. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbac.h. $2. 

"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good FreethouO'ht novel 


by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 0, 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

Taylor:s ." Die~esis," by the Rev. ~obert Taylor. A discovery 
')[ the Ongm, EVIdences, and early hIstOry of Christianity. $2. 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery"·by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. ' 

The Minister's Vaoation. 

A man last Sunday was about to lay his han1 upon the door 
of a church when a little girl in the street said: II You can't get 
in there, mister." "Why," he said, "Isn't this a church?" 
" Y e~," said the little girl, "but t.he p:eacher has gone to Europe 
for SIX months and taken God WIth hIm."-Detroit Tribune. 

RHUBARB BITTERS impart a delicious flavor to all drinks cure dys
pepsia, promote digestion, and regulate the bowels. Try th;m. A. G. 
Wood, 323 Eddy st., S. F. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE--

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS ride in the stage up Fifth avenue." 
Second \Vorkingman-" Don't run on 

(WORDS AND MUSIC) Sundays." 
For Liberal ' and Eth ical Societies I. First ~orkingman-" Gad! then let's go 

I 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. 	WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manufitcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, h~ws, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

'PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mill::. 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

)4 karat G:Jltl Scarf Pin .. . ...........................$ 4 00 
1) !.a·at Gol.1. sma I size Badge Piu .................. 200 
1-1 karat G ,1.1, small si7.e Badge Piu . ..... . ...... .. ... 2 75 
It karaT. G.)ld. swaU size Badbe Pill with Diam:m.l, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold. Large Bad!;e l'iu............... . ...... 3 00 
14 karat Guitl. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat GoLl. ::;,,,<111 Charm (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 
14 karat G)ld. Sma 1 Charm (for watcb chaiu) ....... 4 50 
lJ kardt G:>ld, J.arge cr)a~1II (for watch Chainl....... 5 60 
14 karat Gol.l. Large Charm (for watch chaiu ....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Lar~e Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This is a full-bo<1ie,! diamoud, H't 60 that it may be 
c1ca.netl from tlw reve :se side anu ne\'<:r lose its brilliancy.

Seut to any ~ddre8s, Jl.e~la"l, a.nd guarauteed a8 repre
ented or mon y refl1l1d~d, address. 

PUTNA!ll &, MACDONALD, 
504 Kearuy Street, San Francisco, CaL 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story .should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi· 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav. 
inL!s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 

How the Sunday Law Works. 

First Workingman-" Let's go to the 
Art Museum." 

Second \Vorkingman--" Closed on Sun
days, you know." 

Third Workingman-"\Vell, let's take a 

m Von BIer's back door and fill up." 
. 

At John Wanamaker's Sabbath Sohool· 

" My dear little boy, I'm so pleased to 
see you poring over your catechism so dili
gently." 

"Yes, 'm. Mr. Wanamaker says .if I 
learn this lesson well, I needn't come next 
Sunday." 

Lofty Aims Loftily Desoribed. 

The temperance people of the nation 
are intending to save the country in spite 
of the whining sycophancy of subsidized 
papers, or the tergiversation. of political 
demagogues.-Pacific Union. 

THE Widow Starveley-" I can't see, Mr. 
Houlihan, why you can't wait a couple of 
days for my rent. The papers say you 
sympathize with the poor of Ireland." 
Houlihan-" Huh. Do yez suppose that 
the people of this great, prosperous coun
thry are to be treated on the same basis as 
the down troddenOirish." 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL Teacher (to new pupil)- 
"\Ve are taught by the Bible that when 
some one smites us on the cheek we should 
turn the other to him. Isn't that a beauti
ful sentiment?" "Yes, ma'am." II Now, 
if an enemy were to smite you on one 
cheek what would you. do ?" "I'd pound 
the top of his head off." 

THE little boy was on his knees in his 
little night-dre8s' saying his prayer~, and his 
little sister couldn't resist the temptation to 
tickle the soles of his little feet. He stood 
it as long as he could, and then said: 
"Please, God, excuse me while I knock 
the stuffing out of Nellie." 

My little two-year-old has added some
thing new to the story of Joseph and his 
brethren. I told him the Bible version of 
the story, and he seemed much interested 
in Joseph's coat of many colors. When I 
had finished he said: "Papa, tell me about 
his pants."-Ex. . 

\VILLlE-H Ma, do you expect to go to 
heaven when you die?" l\Ia--" I hope so." 
Willie-" Well, if St. Peter lets you take 
your slippers in he'll have to leave me on 
the doorstep-that's all." 

THE man who was arrested while passing 
through Kansas for wearing a corkscrew 
suit and a bottle-green necktie was released 
under the provisions of th.e Interstate Com
merce law. 

ST. PETER (to new arrival at the pearly 
gate)-Do you want to come in? 

NEW YORKER-What's the limit? 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
stearn and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers -especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He ii also 
authorized to sell the same · or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa . 
BY A CAPITALlST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, ancl he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wrilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S ·PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible, What Is It7 A pamphlet containing 

eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
tllat the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 C <.: lllS. 

Studies in Theology. A clear. exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo

. logically denominaled CCthe fall." Prict: 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONAl.D. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.--THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNAlI & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 

-AXD-


Girard College Theology. 

An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificcn' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Chrislian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, ' 
A Discussion between GIM1!lto,le, HuxleY, Mullet, Linton 
Reville on the Confiict. between Genesis and GeolOl1
I'.we. 60 cent&. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 

WETTSTEIN9S 
WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has bt!en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to, speak his honest ~hought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In bi:!st open'-face, dust-proof filled Gold l.ase, 7 jewels, $ I 6; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; ,IS jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases; $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-k~rat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the lat~st designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3-40 

Gold do., $S and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·5° 
6 Rog rs Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.75·Q Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15·00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO ,WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. R For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK " AAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Soot;. 

,I; ~ ,l2rrtG:~v~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1 ~.tn:~, ~~CJ ~.l(~~I;~:f~ctt~e.r~~ 
Iu,"r'ut" Ilod.. ty. 1&. 1. nc , v , at:..·U I "r.:, :a.nd , 'cry lOllltrucUve." 
Lt the most pollu-ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
P rOYen by the aale of lIalr R lIIlIlio,. to be the m(lst popula R 
Readable IJecanse written in 1anllu~e plain, chaste, ami furcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of 'l!ooical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by WhIch tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, physl<'iaus, clergymen, crit-t::H, and literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of liubjecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interestin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A N EW'FEAT'URE Just introduced, consists of a /M)ri.
• ot beautiful 4·olo.·",d onRtCJ~ 

l~ol ~bn.,.t•• infive colu~ guaran~>dr:- u;~eriQr to any; ' efore oift,red in a iA>~ • 
ular phYlliologiCtlI book. arid rendering it R~nin the mo~t ntrrnctive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we a!ready found 1\ ~..ld m.lne in i~ ltfr.
work for Koehler wnt.:!I; .. I lIold the fir.;t SllC books m two 
hours... M.any agents take 50 or 100 at once. at special rates. BenMor terms. • 

.16·~e Content.'! Table ofPl~in Home Talk. r~... white anetFREE~lut' circulars, and a sample of Dr, Foote'. De(£llJl. M01U11J". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations. the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J.rk. 


Temperance and Prohibition, THE INDEPENDENT PULPIT. 
Br G. H. STOCKHAl\I, l\1.D., A Magazme of 24 pp., devoted to 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed Liberalism, Freethought, Secularism, and Ethics 
to force in settling the liquor question. Published monthly at $1.50 per annum by 

Cloth, 7S cts. Addre&s this offiCi J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas. 

The Cry of the Dreamer. 

I am tired of planning and toiling , 
In the crowded hives of men; 

Heart-weary of building and spoiling 
And spoiling and building again. 

And I long for the dear old river 
Where I dreamed my youth away; 

For a dreamer lives forever, 
And a toiler dies in a day. 

I am sick of the showy seeming 
Of a life that is half a lie; 

Of the faces lined with ~cheming 
In the throng that hurries by. 

From the sleepless thought'S endeavor 
I would go where childrenplay; 

For a dreamer lives forever, 
And a tviler dies in a day. 

I feel no p'ride, but pity 
For t~e burdens the rich endure; 

There is nothing sweet in the city 
But the patient lives of the poor. 

Oh, the little hands so skillful, 
, A nd the child mind choked with weeds, 

The daughter's heart grown willful, . 
And the father's hearUhat bleeds. 

No, no! from the street's rude bustle, 

From trophies of mart and stage 


I would fly to the wood's low rustle, 

And the meadow's kindly page. 


Let me dream as of old by the river, 

And be loved for the dream alway; 

For a dreamer lives forever, 
And a toiler dies in a day. 

-JOHN BOYLE O'REILLY. 

and 
bis 

middle
seminal 

rll

.. Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN,
the . m('st successful (In 

:~~~i;lt~!r::e~is t~ectiDoeto~ 
treats all thofle peculiar dis
east s of young and 
aged men sucb as 
wea~ne~s. impotency, &c., 
~ultlDg from Indescretiou and 
Ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should seud ten (10
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

..!\. POSI'rIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the affiicted forrelief. 

~II Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plam Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

~a~d~hs:iJ>y~U}{~a~ tru~Ifd~!~~~~::tAND. NEW JERSEY' 
[From tb~ Washin~n Na~iona1 View,]

T>1:"' Felluws, of VID~land, New Jer;;ey offers bis valuable 
lIervlces to all those In need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful phYSician, !:linliliar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by tbe press
but, Dr. F,eli,?ws, a. specialist. in hIS line, stan(is foremosi 
in hi,S protesslOn, and the encomiums sbowered upon him 
publicly as weli as in private, are J!atteriul: evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
~iOU8 d"vOlion to h;s specialties in his profession have so 
Justly merited for Lim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimollial. 
WEST LI~ERTY. 0 .• Aug. ]2, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELLows-Dear SIr: The remedy you sent 
IS working like a charm. I am completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been ulliug it one week 
and tbat weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours resVectfully. J. R. 

REllARKs-The above is lit fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Uniteji States 
from young. middl.HLged and elderly men, suffenng fro~ 
va.rious kinds of sexual complaints, but who a.re now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all knowQ 
remedies for this class of di'leases. AI! I am an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Laud will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time lLud money 00 
Chrilltl~ dpctoJlj. D~. FtlJ.J.QWi. 



463 FREETHOUGHT. 

!'j\CIFIC Cl\RRIAGE C(). 

BUSINESS OPPICE,ll POWELL ST. 


OLIVER HINCKI Y.V ~UPERINTE~DENT 


Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sntter Sts. 

r~'elephone 1950. 

J' A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Parcct fit guarante~d. Re· 
pairing ~atly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to gIve me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 


-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 


The discussion upon· which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladsfone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by Putnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

l..:.EMSBURU·S W-ORKS. 

False Claims. Price (0 cents singly; 75 cenb 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatisticst showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jdlerson, and hanklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora"s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ::,cripturej Falsehood and Deception; 
Chea\1ngj Theft and l{uhbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of ,-onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; lnjustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever wrillen on the Sabbath 
from a rational puint of view. Large and 
handsome print. Tbe question is discussed 
under the fulll)wing heads: Urigin of the Sab
batic IJeaj the Jewish Sabbath: the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examinatiun of 
.... unday Arguments; Origin of Chlistian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian }<'athers; the 
Sabbath during the Mi:ldle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhalh' Teslinwnv of , hristian Reformers, 
Scholar:. and Divin'es; AbrugatlOn of Sunday 
Laws. t> Price, 25 centSj 6 co~m::., $1. 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS POR.................................................... $25:00 
DRESS SUITS FOR ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. 35.00 
P ANTS TO ORDER POR.................... :............................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~A.S. F. ::BU:E=l.G-1.'\IJ:.A.N". 

TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P. J.. CLAR.K. CIIAS. W. CLAR.K 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, . 

NURS E.RYMEN. 

CataliJas for Timber Culture a 


Specialtv.. 

Have at ThE-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 
Orders Filled lind Delivprfd on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vmeyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, S.m Jaci n to, Cal 

ORDER THEM OF ELMINA. 
Little Lessons on Science, 40 cents; Mary 

Jones, or The Infidel Teacher20 cents; The 
Darwins, paper, 50 cents, cloth,75 cents; The 
Clergyman's Victims, 25 cents; John's \Vay, IS 
cents (the last four are Infidel novels); Diana
sexual advice for the married, 25 cents. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, PulaskI Co., Va. 

IF some people should speak the truth, 
it wouldn't shame the devil so much as it 
would surprise him.-Puck. 

PROUD Father-" Goin' ter start 'r church 
and Sunday-school, are yer? Well, I've 
got two mighty good boys \rot'll do fer yer 
Bible class. They never told a lie in their 
lives-here they come now. Boys, where 
did you get that fowl?" The Good Boys
"Stold it." Proud Father-" See, parson? 
Er lie couldn't live in them boys' mouths." 
--Munsey's Weekly. 

THE OPEN COURT, 
PUBLISHED BY 


The Open Court Publishing Company, 

Rooms 41 and 42, 175 La Salle st., Chicago. 


P. O. Drawer F. 
Edward C. "egeler, Pres. Dr. Paul Carus, Editor. 

The Open Court b a weekly journal devoted 
to the work of conciliating religion with science. 
The founder and editor have found this concilia. 
tion in Monism-to present and defend which, is' 
the main object of The Open Court. 

The Opcn Court has for its contributors tte 
leading thinkers of the old and new world. 

Translations from the most prominent authors 
of Europe have been procured, and efforts arc 
made to present the very best and most advanced 
thought bearing on scientific, religious, social, 
and economic questions. 

(§" Terms, $2 per year. $1 for six months. 
50 cents for three months. Single copies, 10 

cents. Sample copies scnt free on appli,atiull. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 
An important work by Gibbon, the historian. Compris. 
ing all that relates to the proltress of the Christian rell 
gion in "The Histor.i of the Dedine and Fall of the Homan 
Empire," and & Vindication (never lx·fore published in 
this country) of iOme passages in the IMh awl 16ttr cilap
lera, by Edward Gibbon. Esq., with a Lift! of the Author, 
Preface and Notes by the Editor, Including variorllm 
notes by Guizot, Wenck, Milman, "an English Church. 
man,"' and other scholars. Handsome 12 mo., 8(U pa.re& 
Cloth. W1Ul Ena"ravinga. Price, 'I 60. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S C! 

GREAT CENTENNIAL ORATION 
On the Declaration of Independence. Also, the immortal 
document. The Declaration ltse!!, and tht! nation .. l an· 
t.hem entitled "Land of Libelty." Price, 10 ceutll; 6 cop' 
tee, 26 cenwj 25 copies, $1. 

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 
)r1..L&wa of the Hon.! ..nd Physical World. By BaroD 
D'lIolbach. A new and imprond edition, witb Ilo&el bJ 
~ Two yomm.la ou. I"rb. Ji. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronsoll C, 
Keeler. Price, 50 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED,. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IQfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I· believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
--a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

. E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

'Address .PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

I.NGERSOLL'S - V\10RKs. 

The Cods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods, " "Hum
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. - Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 25. 
Cont~l\1tS: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois, " 
H'\ he (;rant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 
Clalk," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Same Mistakes of ..Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. e 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
cp.'l t!O , 

The Christian Re;igion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
. $1 per dozen, postpaid. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the eui, 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York OburlIu. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay ~{'rmon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
S cellt;;. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo paper 10 cents. 

I,: L t' Cit B d i ' Ingerso s PC ures amp e e. oun none 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Not Used to It. 

Musican-" I saw you among the au
dience at the Oratorio of 'The Creation' 

, the other evening." 
Eminent divine-"YeR, I felt that it 

was my duty to go and hear it; but it was 
dreadfully tiresome. Between the long 
drawn out recitatives, the endless repeti
tions in the arias and choruses, the_ hard 
seats in the hall, the necessity of remaining 
quiet all that time, and the cramped-up 
position in which I had to sit, I was nearly 
dead by the time they got through. 

Musician-" You should sit among the 
congregation in a church for a while, and 
get hardened." 

War Prices in Maine. 

A dusty, shagg)' stranger entered a Lew
iston (Me.) barber-shop one day this week. 
The barber shaved his chin, trimmed his 
mustache and side whiskers, raked the 
clinkers out of his hair, washed his face 

d r. h If h 'h ' 
an alter a an our s ard work trans
formed him into a neat and respectable 
looking person from a condition ·in which 
he had the appearance of a vagrant. 

"How much is the bill?" he asked, pro
ducing a plump wallet. 

"Ten cents, sir," modestly replied the 
barber, wishing he had the cheek to say a 
quarter. . 

" H'm I" exclaimed the stranger, "I see'11 k . " 
you st1 eep up your war pnces. 

PUTNAM'S -WOR,KS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was mad, 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculptur~ The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburtz. 

Golden Throne. A romance. I'rice, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ut G. Ingusoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident anu dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.daY."-7ohn Swilltull'S 
Pal1M' 

Why Do,n't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam isa vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, anu stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgnrius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Th~ [Jllivlru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution~ Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. POOU'I H~alth 
Afonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading. "-Bus/on 
IntustilT'ator~ 

PrGllhHIIl:Ul). A t'oem. I'nee, Sl. .. It is 
crammed with life, thought ano pro'ourd emo
tion, poureu forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty,"-Dr. Ilmry 
fV. Bd/ows. Q 

Gottlieb: His Lifo' or, love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven anu Hdl. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
wouhl be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read. the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."-- Elmi,za Drau SImku. 

WAS~BURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cent~. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools 
Price. 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

A FEW DAYS IN ATHE:.NS. 
By Frances Wright. With a portrait of EPICURUS 
the Greek Philosopher, and of the Author: 
Price, cloth, 75 cents. 

Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
504 Kearny at. San Primo1Soo 

http:ATHE:.NS
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IN a recent speech Postmaster-General Wanamaker warned 
the people of his state that" God will count the proJIibition votes 
in Pennsylvania." The Oregon Scout makes the remark that 
II the fellow who counts the other votes has the most work." 

IT seems that Mrs. Annie Besant has become a Fellow of the 
Theosophical Society. Theosophy means wisdom of God, and 
involves divine inspiration or illumination. The connection of 
Mrs: Besant, therefore, with a Theosophical society is one of the 
queer events of the century. 

IN the English House of Parliament, July 22, the government 
committee on royal grants recommended that the Prince of 
\Vales's quarterly allowance be increased by an addition of 
$45,000. Labouchere opposed it, and also the grant to the 
queen's granddaughter, but Mr. Gladstone voted for both. 

THE Chautauquans at Long Beach are distinguishing them
selves. Last week the Rev. Dr. Hirst lectured on 'I Education," 
and advocated the use of the Bible in schools and colleges. The 
Tribune reports that he "quoted Huxley and refuted his argu
ments." Mr. Huxley will probably be saddened when this intel
ligence reaches him from Los Angeles county. 

THE Snohomish" Eye" says: "A religious fanatic at Palouse 
City killed his wife and two children and then committed suicide 
last week. He left a note stating that he did not want to live in 
this sinful world and that he could not leave it without his family, 
so he thought he would kill them too. He said he and all his 
family were going to heaven, where Jesus was, and that he first 
gave them strychnine, but could not bear the sight of their agonies, 
so he killed them with a revolver." 

READERS of the works of Thomas Paine will remem ber that he 
once addressed a society of French people calling themselves 
Theophilanthropists. The members of the society were Deists. 
They believed in God, but rejected the Bible. According to the 
London Freethinker, the Theophilanthropists are by no means 
extinct. They were suppressed by Napoleon I. when he sought 
to be in favor with the Catholics, but they have held together in 

a quiet way and reorganized since 1872. They are now said to 
number over fifty thousand, mostly small proprietors in the 
provinces. They have a weekly journal, and have been holding 
the centenary of the establishment of their faith, which of course 
they believe to be the religion of the future. 

MINNESOTA has . a new law under which all executions must 
take place between the hours of 1 and 4 A.M. The law also pro
vides that newspapers shall publish only a bare announcement of 
the hanging; but on July 19, when Albert Bulow was hanged 
for murder, the St. Paul papers contained full accounts of the 
execution. Prosecution will probably follow, and the result of 
this attempt to muzzle the press will be looked for with interest. 
New York has a similar law, and the papers are waiting for an 
execution in order to violate it. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Frc:ethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, July 28, at 8 o'clock. C. F. Burgman will lecture on 
"Co-operative Liberalism." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

It must be reported in the annals of FREETHOVGHT that the 
campaign along Gray's bay and river was a jolly and succes~ful 
affair. There was plenty of fun mingled with hard work. All 
took hold with a will. There ,vas no grumbling, however heavy 
the laboring oar. The boat sped on and the waters sang as if 

. joyous with our own enthusiasm. To me it is ever a beautiful 
and varied picture of rippling, winding stream, majestic forests, 
boat-loads of happy people. blue sky bespangled with gorgeous 
clouds, birds singing in the branches, and bears crouching in the 
underbrush. A whole week was passed in intellectual and social 
enjoyment, and it seemed as if all the Freethinkers had made up 
their minds to have a grand festival occasion, and jubilant nature 
was no whit behindhand in the holiday march. She contributed 
flowers and songs and harvest-fields, and blue and golden days, 
and shining stars and lustrous moon. 

The sun was just rising and glistening all over the expanse of 
river and sea Tuesday morning, July 9, when the steamer Rival 
bore me from Astoria to Gray's Bay, twelve miles distant. 
Hundreds of boats were tossing in the glaring beams, and for 
miles around the little white sails glittered like the wings of mag
nificent birds, in ceaseless bouyancy. Nearing Stark's point we 
were hailed by Comrade Nefson:' of Croo]ted Creek. Transfer
ring the baggage to his skiff, it was not long before we were in 
the arms of Crooked Creek. The watch-dog's honest bark greeted 
the stranger, and the humming of the bees on the hillside, and 
the cackle of a hundred chickens, told that our b0atman's ranch 
was before us, where are to be found all the good things that a 
hospitable farm can afford, and Freethought places the banner 
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above the cross. Mrs. Nelson and Miss Emma and Miss Ella 
have everything ready for the Gray's River trip. We leave 
behind the galaxy of dolls-twelve of them of various sizes and 
appearance, formed by Miss Ella into a harmonious Secular 
Union, with president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, 
and sp-eaker. The speaker is a black-eyed doll, and evinces in its 
glance more intelligence than some of the orators of the pulpit. 
Circling Gray's Bay and entering the river, at noon we are at the 
homestead of H. P. Anderson, in front of which spread the broad 
green meadows which he has cleared of forest. Here and there 
monstrous trunks of half-burned trees testify to the mighty giants 
that once waved on the banks. Quite a congregation gathered 
about the table~enough to make a good-sized audience of itself .. 
Here we were joined by Mr. and Mrs. Foster, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hanson, Mrs. Feistel, P. C. Nelson, and others. At sunset we 
journey up the river, half a dozen boats full joining from various 
points, toward the little school-house hidden among the trees on 
the steep bank. It was a pleasant sight-the soft beams of sink
ing day, the green woods, the quiet river gently rippled by the 
lightly moving skiffs. The school-house was crowded; some 
Christians were present, and one nodded and shook her head 
with such alternate assent and dissent that it was proposed to 
furnish a pillow the following evening for the reclining and de
clining brow. Evidently there was food for reflection, although 
the digestion might not be all that was desired. On the next 
evening, Wednesday, the lecture was given at the same place and 
there were increased numbers. H. P. Miller and wife, and Nelson 
and Olson were present from Deep River. The next day we 
join forces and go to the upper school-house at \Valker's and 

. Ahlberg's. A lovely ride it was, in the dreamy afternoon, where 
one seemed to be traveling into the untrodden wilderness. From 
Walker's to Alhberg's it is about two miles on the winding road. 
We were a pilgrim company indeed, men, women, and children. 
The little babies were not to be left out, but came right along to 
the lectures, as large as life. Ahlberg lives on Mt. Zion, I guess, 
a lovely place, back from the river, where the bees hum and the 
flowers grow profusely, and bright prospects extend before the 
eye. It seems to be in the midst of an immense solitude. 'Ve 
climb the hill and find a cheerful rest. A kind of beverage made. 
of honey and hops was furnished by our gentle hostess. It is 
called beer, and Anderson says it is better than lager. I shall 
not venture to give my judgment. I have nothing to say against 
lager, but the honey and the hop! can't be surpassed. The flavor 
is exquisite. After this refreshment and a supper the babies fell 
into line again, and the elders followed suit, and wended down 
the hillside, through the forest, along the sparkling stream, to the 
temple of learning on the height, opposite the parsonage. The 
minister was invited to attend and he came, a lively Methodbt 
clergyman who knows how it is with the good things of life, so 
far as a Prohibitionist can know what a good thing is. He lis
tened attentively to the lecture and took voluminous notes. The 
subject was" Moody and Sam Jones Reviewed." At the close 
of my lecture one of the Christian brethren, evidently of the 
"church militant," announced that my lecture would be replied 
to on Sunday morning by theclergyman present. I suggested 
that it would be a good time to reply immediately; that the 
platform was free and the preacher could have all the time he 
wanted. The said preacher declared that he was not ready for 
immediate a~tion. He wanted time to show my contradictions, 
false a,,~ertion~, etc. There was a somewhat beaming smile on 
the faces of the Christians at this willingness o~ their champion 

to answer when I was far away. They felt that the ground was 
theirs now, and the Infidel must be defeated. However, the ent! 
was not yet. 

In the moonlight we travel down the river to Crooked Creek, 
and the midnight tour is quite delightful. All sorts of mysterious 
fancies float through the mind as we glide through the darkly 
gleaming spaces, water below, stars above, and the black fore!.t 
on either side. An enormous mass of-driftwood almost stops 
our voyage. Just as we approach this a bear is seen amid the 
branches making his way across. Friend Nelson was anxious to 
interview the bear and pointed the prow to his fleeting form. 
The bear evidently did not wish an interview, and I was myself 
heartily in favor of that conclusion. Not knowing much about 
the bear, it did no look desirable to scrape an "acquaintance. I 
thought that friend Nelson was rather impetuous, but he seems 
to know what bears are, and is not afraid to meet them face to 
face. The bear was lost to view, and down the river we floated; 
while crackers and shad, with a little cold water that might after 
judicious investigation pass for" sea-foam," made the time flow 
merrily along. It is about three o'clock in the morning when 
we strike the blithesome creek and find a place to sleep. In the 
early forenoon a kind of cream called" egg-nogg" prepares me 
for the labors of the day. The first thing I did, after breakfast, 
was to help ~hurn. This I did in consideration of the fact that 
Mrs. Nelson had gone sixteen miles the night before to attend 
the lecture. I do not suppose I would be a very successful dairy
man if left to myself. Co-operation is the true way to make 
butter. In the afternoon the Andersons and Nelsons and Fosters 
were on hand, and over we went to Stark's Point. The man 
who owns the hall is so pious that he wouldn't let us dance in it, 
only lecture. He seems to be a good-natured man, attended 
the lecture, and did not appear violently opposed. The lecture 
was" Evolution and Creation." Friend Ahlberg and wife and 
baby came all the way down the river-twenty miles to and fro. 
This is quite a trip for a baby to make to a lecture. The little 
angels, wings and all, couldn't do any better. It is quite delight
ful to see the people so earnest in this matter and so ready to 
undergo any labor for the cause. Back, over the beaming waves 
and underneath the splendid moon, into the glistening shadows 
of Crooked Creek, we find rest again. 

Saturday dawns with clouds and sunshine over the glittering 
rim of the ocean circling to the fair hillsides of Astoria. This 
day we go down to Barney's, round Rocky Point, and here they 
gather not only for the lecture, but for the dance; and I think 
this is a good way to mix the" grave with gay, the lively with 
severe." Mr. and Mrs. Butts are Liberals of the true type, and 
they make the Secular Pilgrim welcome to all that hospitable 
hands can give. The hall is filled with attentive listeners, except 
a preacher who happened to be present, but slid out when it be
came too hot for his orthodox backbone. We met many friends, 
and in every respect it was a delightful occasion. The music 
and the danee went whirling on until the merry morning mingled 
with the stars of the night. I had to go back up Gray's River 
with Anderson, for it was concluded that I had better make an 
extra effort and meet the preacher, on Sunday morning, who had 
advertised to annihilate the Infidel. Armed with the Presbyterian 
creed, I proceeded to confront my adversary. I knew that I 
could down him with the creed if nothing else. He tried to 
make it OUt that the creed was only a "remnant" of Presbyterian
ism, for he knew that the creed was a burden too great to be 
borne even by the Presbyterian church. We tried to keep our 
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CO¥ling a secret from the" brethren," but some how or other it In view of the extraordinary discourse of my adversary, lasting 
w.as found out, and everybody knew that there,was to be some • from half-past eleven until two o'clock, embracing every variety 
kmd of a war at the school-house, and so they flocked from far 
and near, and the biggest audience of the season was on hand. 
My opponent, the preacher, is a young man like myself, not more 
than half a century old, and a typical Methodist clergyman-the 
Rev. Mr. Whitmore, formerly of Astoria, now of Eugene. He 
is sleek and bright, smooth spoken and quite a good talker. 
He has the points on his side pretty well mastered and handles 
them with lawyer-like skill of presentation. On the whole I 
think he did about as well as any of his side I have listened to 
for some time, and I guess the Christians would have felt quite 
jubilant if their man could have had the la:st word. Evidently he 
wanted to have the last word, for instead of confining himself to 
my lecture he roamed over the whole universe and talked upon 
almost every conceivable subject-prohibition, dancing, Paine's 
death-bed, etc. In fact, he orated for two hours and a half. He 
evidently wanted to put us all asleep, but we kept awake and 
finally, at about two o'clock, he pronounced the benediction. I 
guess if he hadn't had a sore throat, for the benefit pf which he 
was taking a vacation, he would have spun on until about four 
o'clock, and then the game would be up, for I was obliged to 
leave at that time. to keep my other appointment. It was then 
announced that the Sunday-school would hold its session. Mr. 
Ahlberg. protested against this and asked that I be granted an 
opportunity to reply. The women, however, were in favor of 
the Sunday-school. They said they would be through in half an 
hour, and I therefore announced that I would give my reply at 
half past two. The audience remained through the interval and 
I had my hour of reply. Mr. ,\Vhitmore's main objection was 
that I had misrepresented the doctrines of the church; that they 
were not near so bad as I had made them out to be. I confined 
myself mostly to answering this, and I read the Presbyterian creed 
and then passages from the Bible, and I think by the time I fin
ished the audience were pretty well satisfied that I had not mis
represented the Christi~n dogmas. Of course Christians of to-day 
are ashamed of the creed, and ashamed of many things in the 
Bible, and they don't like to be reminded of these things, and they 
say that the Freethinker is like the buzzard searching for carrion. 
But I replied to this, that we are the surgeon who must search and 
cut out the bad things in order to preserve the good. My opponent 
attacked Bennett, Ingersoll, and Paine with the usual misrepresen
tations of the pulpit. I was glad of the opportunity to put the lie up
on these assertions. I told the preacher that I had not the slightest 
objection to the good things that the Christians were doing. It was 
no argument in favor of their theology. It was simply an ex
pression of their natural goodness, and they would do just as 
good things, and better things, if they were not Christians. He 
said Freethinkers did nothing for education. I referred to Girard 
College, a~d pointed out that when the Freethinker did give 
millions for Secular education, the churches robbed Freethought 
of the magnificent gift, and used it to build up their own creed 
directly contrary to the expressed wishes of the testator. I put 
as much of this sort of artillery into an hour's discourse as I pos
sibly could .. I gave the Christians all the hot shot there was in 
the locker, seeing they had provoked the contest, and meant to 
trick us out of a chance to reply. They played a shrewd game, 
and for the first two hours and a half swept the deck. But we 
had a few trumps left, and, when our turn came, took the odd 
trick and made the rubber. \Ve led off with Presbyterian 
creed, and tha.t demoralized them. It was as good as four aces. 

of subject that had no relation whatever to my lecture, I could 
not help telling the following story to illustrate the preacher's 
position: A farmer sent his boy out' to set the old hen. When 
the boy came back, dad asked how many eggs were put under 
the hen? "One hundred and twenty," said the youth. " One 
hundred and twenty!" cried the farmer, ,. 'Vhat's that for?" 
"Oh," answered Young America, "I thought I'd give the old hen 
a chance to spread herself." My clerical critic had his chance 
likewise, and he did" spread himself." 

\Ve had to hurry to the landing, for Astoria must be made, by 
evening. We feIt satisfied, and down the river the oars flashed 
bravely. And here let me put in a word for woman's rights, for 
the women as well as the men all. through our river journeys 
took the laboring oar, and I don't believe the men could have 
kept to the front as they did if the women had not thus lent a 
hand. If woman can row, she certainly can vote. She can 
paddle her own canoe, and take a man along with her some
times. We took a hasty but plentiful supper at Ander~on's, 

and said farewell to our generous hosts-Andersons, Hansons, 
Feistels, etc. At the mouth of the river, our remaining company, 
the Nelsons, of Crooked Creek, and the Fosters, gave a rousing 
cheer for the week's campaig:n, and while they took their Course 
homeward, Mr. John Nelson and Louis Olson, of Deep River, 
rowed me across to Barney's. Alas! my companions did not 
know what a wild-goose chase over the briny waters we were 
bound to make, and then at last fail the wished-for goal. 

We were late at Barney's, and every fishing boat was out. No 
chance to reach Astoria that way. It was decided that we make 
our way by skiff round Harrington's Point to Elliott's, ten miles 
off, where we expected to strike the morning's boat from Astoria 
to Stella. We waited for the flood tide and then voyaged over 
the vast waste of waters. l\fy companions had already rowed 
over twenty miles that day, and being at Barney's the night be
fore had not slept any for about twenty-four hours. But they 
were bound to put me through, and bravely they bent to the task. 
It was about midnight when we passed the point into the neigh
borhood of Elliott's. We didn't know exactly where it was, and 
had to search along the shore for the wharf. At last we struck 
a scow, and' got directions. There are only three or four houses 
at Elliott's, and all was dead silence when we got to the land. 
We tied the boat, and had to lift the luggage by rope about 
twenty feet in order to deposit it in the ware-house. We then 
proceeded to search for lodgings. found a little house on,,1e 
the hill, and knocked. A lone voice inquired, "Who's there?" 
We gave our identity and our wants. The lone voice answered, 
"Go to the next house. The boys sleep there." So we stumbled 
down to the next house. We found the door unlocked, and 
went in and lighted the half-broken lamp. It gave light enough 
to show one bed. It was evident that we must sleep three to
gether that night. So we stretched ourselves out spoon-fashion 
and floated off into the land of dreams, expecting that with 
morning's light all our labors would be over. We got up at 
sunrise, and looked about for breakfast. Nothing, however, put 
in an appearance, and it seemed as if we must go hungry until 
the boat appeared. It was nearing seven o'clock when the 
"gray-haired man of destiny" confronted us. Imagine our con
stern~ti(m when he informed us that no boat was due that mom
ing on this side the river. All our night's voyage had been for 
nothing. How was I to get to Stella? If we had known it 
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sooner we might have crossed the Columbia and taken the boat 
that went up on the other side'. It was too late for that. We 
were in a pickle head over ears, and no breakfast, and the rain 
began to pour. All we could do was to tumble the baggage 
iI1to the skiff, and row to Pillar Rock, four miles off. Perhaps I 
might get a fishing vessel to take me up to Stella. Arriving at 
Pillar Rock. it was found impossible to do this. Stella was thirty 
miles off, and no one would give up a night's fishing to take me 
there. A night's fishing is worth from twenty to twenty-five dol
lars. Where there's a will there's a way won't always prove true. 
There was no way for me. My friends had rowed twenty-five 
miles and we were no better off than when we started. The. , 

:; ways of the Columbia steamboats are past finding out. There 
are two boats on this side every day except Monday. Monday, 
no boat at all. I am at a loss to know how this accommodates 
the public. At any rate, it didn't accommodate me nor the 
hundred and more people at Stella who were waiting for my 
le~ture. I had to surrender to fate. I muttered a prayer or two, 
but the language of that prayer is inexpressible. I was in a can
ning factory at Pillar Rock, and as effectually canned up as the 
Columbia salmon itself. I had to submit. Nelson and Olsen, 
splendid companions, stuck by me as long as they could be of 
any assistance. We said good-bye, and hoped for better luck 
next time. However, no amount of bad fortune can dim the 
glory of the campaign up Gray's River, and as for the blows of 
fate, we will try and male up for them in the" sweet bye and 

bye." 
All I could do was to take the boat for Astoria where, after a 

day's fasting, I got a good meal. I saw my friends George Rowe, 
A. W. Utzinger, and Wm. Chance and family, who always give 
the traveler welcome, and the same evening took boat for Stella 
\vhere I arrived at midnight, just four hours too late for the lec
ture. People had come from many points. It was the largest 
gathering ever at the place. I would have given all the gold I 
had, and more too, to have saved this miscarriage. Alas! alas ! 
if our foresight was only as good as our hindsight what a deal of 
bother might be saved. For the last two days I have been pur
suing knowledge under difficulties. If I had known as much 
two days ago as now I would have snapped my fingers at fate 
and Providence. Bnt it would take a divine foreknowledge to 
keep track of the ways of the Columbia-River boats. 

I cannot close without expressing my thanks to the generous 
friends of Crooked Creek, Deep River, Gray's River, and 
Barney's Point who have done so much, not only to make the 
work itself successful and inspiring, but to make the way of the 
lecturer a most pleasant voyage, so that toil was sweetened with 
the delight~ of noble friendship and the genial home. 

July 16, 1889. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

WE hope to hear that debates have been arranged in Kansas 
between the Rev. Mr. M. A. Gault and W. F. Jamieson. Gault 
is district secretary of the National Reform Association, and author 
of the following sentiment: "Don't think we are advocating war; 
but if we are not faithful in the use of these other means, as it 
was with the anti-slavery question, after they had agitated and 
petitioned, and used the ballot, they drew the sword; so shall we 
as a last resort, be compelled to use the sword and the bullet." 
Mr. Jamieson was one of the first to do battle against the National 
Reformers. He fought them as long ago as 1869, when the 
movement was started, and has been in the field ever since. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for I888may be had for $z.?o. 

A PRAYER TEST PROPOSED. 

FREETHOUGHT of July 13 contained the following paragraph: 
" The Pacific Union, a paper' devoted to the interests of Laborers and 

Producers,' takes the Twentieth Century across its knee and gives the 
editor a whaling for expressing doubts about the efficacy of prayer. 
There ought not to be two sides to a question so easily settled. If Mr. 
Hines, of the Pacific Unif;m, believes that prayers are answered, let him 
make a test case and pray for something. If he can show that prayer 
brings the desired object, all skeptics will be put to rout. We believe, 
however, that Mr. Hines is suffici'ently intelligent to know beforehand 
that he may pray at a mark the rest of his life and never hit it." 

The editor of the Pacific Union takes the matter coolly and 
makes a proposition. He says: 

"Our esteemed contemporary, FREETHOUGHT, possesses the merit of 
being exceedingly direct and practical in some of its suggestions at least. 
In its last issue it is pleased to notice the statements of the editor of the 
Union in reference to prayer, in a manner and tone which seem to indi
cate an advanced stage of conviction as to their truth and soundness. 
The intimation is given that if a little more aid can be afforded from the 
same Source, the result will probably be the conversion of all the 
, skeptics' in the country. That, indeed, would be a grand prize; one 
altogether worthy of a long seige at a 'Throne of Grace.' He wishes us 
to cmake a test case' for their especial benefit, and appears willing to 
abide by the result. Well, after c prayerful consideration,' we have con. 
eluded to venture upon the experiment. The' test' then, shall be this: 
We (remember, this don't include the manager, Brother Phillips) agree 
to pray for the space of two weeks that the editors of FREETHOUGiIT may 
not write and publish anything foolish and absurd in the columns of said 
paper. The editors themselves are to be the judges. The only favor 
we ask is, that if we fail at any time during the experiment, the particu
lar article evidencing such failure shall be plainly marked and sent to 
us, so that we may hold up. If no such evidence is given, then at the 
end of the time specified it shall be called a. success, and thereafter we 
will all agree to 'pray without ceasing.' This we acknowledge to be a 
severe test, and will require faith on our part fully equal to a ' grain of 
mustard seed.' " 

It strikes us that the Pacific Union wants to risk its money on 
a sure thing. We do not expect to publish anything" foolish 
and absurd" in the columns of FREETHOUGHT, and Brother 
Hines might as well have proposed to pray that the sun would 
rise every morning during the coming fortnight. Let him agree 
to marshal his forces and pray to God that the sun may not rise 
on San Francisco for a week, or that it may rise in the West in
stead of the East, or at night instead of morning. If the prayer 
took effect, the efficacy of that method would be vindicated. At 
the same time it would be a no more genuine miracle than if by 
the same process he should heal the sick, cause a blade of grass 
to grow, secure a new subscriber to the Pacific Union, or move 
a grain of mustard seed a hair's breadth. AU these things are 
accomplished by other forces. 

Let us have a fair test. Let Brother Hines pray that the cir
culation of the Pacific Union may double weekly until justice is 
done between man and man the world over; that the ghostS 
may vanish from the minds of men, and that the priests may 
cease to prey upon their superstitions. We will not insist upon 
his prayer being answered in two weeks; it will be glory enough 
if it is answered in two decades. 

Being the judge in the case proposed by the editor of the 
Union, regarding the publication of foolish and absurd matter in 
these columns, we would of course have to decide in his favor as 
to the facts. After reading Mr. Hines's remarks, printed above, 
however, some of our readers might decide against him and 
contend th~t he had furnished us with the weapons for his own 
d~f~at, 
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A CODE OF MORALS. 

Last year the Hon. John S. Hittell, of San Francisco, wrote 
and the Bancroft Company published a little book of fifty-one 
pages entitled" A Code of Morals." It is divided into five chap
ters, embracing Individual Duties, Social Duties, Industrial 
Duties, Political Duties, and Religious Duties. At the outset it 
can be seen that the author ignores all claims that morality is of 
divine origin. It is, he holds, a natural product of the human 
reason, and progressive in its development. We can trace its 
growth in history. We can see tribes in which it was creditable 
to rob or assassinate anyone belonging to another village; in 
which homicide was the only road to honorable distinction; in 
which cannibalism, human sacrifices at divine worship, hereditary 
slavery, unprovoked warfare for slaves and cattle, the ownership 
of nearly all the land by a hereditary nobility, despotic chieftain
ship, ecclesiastical persecution, and censorship of the press, were 
established institutions, and were not only considered politic and 
just, but were blessed by priests, as of divine origin, to last for
ever. These Mr. Hittell classes as evils, the overthrowing of 
which was an important step in moral progress. To aid in the 
general ethical welfare of our race, it is held, men should recog-. 
nize the predominance of good in human nature. We should 
live a consistent life; choose a system suitable for the guidance 
of all men, and be true to it. We should shun asceticism, crime, 
and mean selfishness, and study justice and virtue. He confesses 
that the Golden Rule, "though the best epitome of the highest 
morality in a single sentence, is not sufficient for the moral 
guidance of humanity." 

Pleasure, our author contends, governs us all: 

" Do not assert that you live for others, or that you love your neighbor 
as yourself. You do net and cannot. If you have a high character,you 
may sacrifice your money or your life for them, but in such case the sacri. 
fice is made primarily to your affection, and only secondarily to the 
object of your affection. The greatest and most generous sacrifices are 
also sacrifices to self, to a noble self-hood." 

Furthermore: 
"Do not allow others to dictate rules of conduct to you. Examine 

all the moral codes, including those of the Buddhists, the Stoics, the 
Christians, the Confucianists, the Epicureans, and the Util~tarians (most 
of these differ more in name than in spirit) and make a choice for your
self. Be your own man morally." 

This warning is given: 
"Be prepared to be maligned when you declare that your own enjoy. 

ment is the highest purpose and duty of your life. While blind to the 
weakness of their own positions, bigotry and superstition will grossly 
mistake and abuse yours, and even kind and learned genius will some. 
times be unfair to you." 

In his remarks on "Death" the author says: 

"No other treasure is more precious to man than his self· respect, based 
on the consciousness of noble purpose and on the recollection of noble 
conduct; no other is so secure in its possession, for it cannot be taken 
away by the fickleness of fortune, as may wealth, office, and a circle of 
fashionable friends. Let your actions be sweet to-day so that there 
shall be no bitterness in your cup to-morrow." 

Then the necessity of self-respect is advocated; also self-educa
tion, physical and mental. " Resist evil. Do not make a sheep 
of yourself for the benefit of the wolves. Do not encourage 
and reward violence by cowardly or meek submission." 

\Ve would like, if we had the space, to quote a hundred 
maxims of conduct and self-control. They are all good. Under 
Industrial Duties we cqme across ~entiments concerning which 

there will be wide divergence of opinion. For instance, the 
following: 

"Preserve your own industrial liberty, and respect that of others. Do 
not obstruct the free play of supply and demand. Do not hamper the 
career of business talent. Resist every association that dictates the prices 
of labor or merchandise; that demands as much employment and pay 
for the incompetent and careless as for the competent and careful work. 
man; that prohibits work by the job; that forbids the strong and active 
workman to do more than the weak and idle; that commands laborers 
to beg rather than to accept living wages under the rates adopted by 
strikers; that depend on crime for the enforcement of their orders; and 
that organize a minority of toilers receiving high wages in conspiracy 
against a majority anxious to work for lower wages." 

Here are Mr. Hittell's instructions as to the tc Greatest Good:" 
"Do not subordinate the welfare of the community to the greed or 

whim of any individual. Never let indulgence to the drone or the 
evil-doer outweigh justice to the community. Exterminate promptly the 
professional criminal, the Anarchist criminal, the insane criminal, the 
professional gambler, the sturdy beggar, and the habitual drunkard. Do 
not allow infants born blind, deaf, idiotic, monstrous, or seriously de. 
formed to live." 

The author opposes Commu.nism, not because of its purpose, 
but because of its methods. It is a long and sudden jump be
yond all governmental experience, whereas eve'ry advance should 
prove its soundness before its successor shall appear. Anarchy 
is condemned for the reason that it attacks all government, and 
destroys the only existing protection which the poor and weak 
have against the rich and powerful. "The most dangerous 
enemies of the poor are those demagogues who would like to 
bring on a destructive revolution, and who pretend that the hard
ships of poverty are mainly chargeable to the officials in power." 

Among" Religious Duties" this is placed first: 
"Do not despise your body. Do not degrade yourself by fasting, 

vigils, self-flagellation, or abstinence from any enjoyment that does [not] 
injure yourself or others. Do not sacrifice the certainties or neglect tl1."<: 
opportunities of the world. Treat this life not as a mere probat!onor' in. 
troduction to anotht'r, but as a sphere worthy of all your zeal and in. 
terest, as sufficient in itself to reward your highest ambition •." 

Certainly those are reasonable sentiments. The following 
might have been written by Thomas Jefferson: 

"You may be told that this or that institution is of immediate divine 
origin, and must not be modified or destroyed by hostile legislation. If 
you will read the history of Egypt, Hindostan, Babylonia, Assyria, 
Persia, Arabia, India, Greece, Rome, Carthage, Gaul, and Utah, yon 
will find that such claims have so often been made falsely that you will 
be somewhat suspicious. Demand conclusive proof of the divine origin. 
Remember the legal maxims that the more important the averment and 
the less consistent with ordinary experience, the stronger should be the 
proof, and that the evidence must be the best obtainable under the cir
cumstances. It might be difficult to say what would be the best evi· 
dences that divine power could furnish to sustain its own work, but they 
would presumably include indisputable proof that the institution in ques
tion, unlike those of human origin, was perfect from the first, and had 
never suffered the least change by decay, growth, or reform; that the 
agents to whose care it had been intrusted had been perfect in their wis· 
dom, learning, and justice; and that its influence had been beneficent in 
every direction. Until some institution can produce such evidence in 
its own support, you may without impiety legislate upon everything and 
reform everything." 

As long ago as 1856, Mr. Hittell wrote a work entitled, "Evi
dences Against Christianity." It is just as strong, though not as 
effective, an attack on the Bible as that made by Thomas Paine 
in his" Age of Reason." The author speaks of the plan of sal
vation as "foolishness;" charges rightly that "no hook on earth 
teaches so many conflicting dogmas as the Bible, and declares 
that belief in Jehovah is a superstition. For that reason we are 
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rather surprised to find in the" Code of Morals" now undt!r con~ 
sideration the following: 

"you are under no obligation to proclaim doctrines that, by the peo
ple around you, are regarded as criminal or injurious to the general 
welfare. If your neighbors accept false and debasing opinions, you can 
presumably do more good by teachings that will please and gradually 
elevate them than by offending them so that they would at once burn, 
banish, or avoid YOll." 

At this point, it seems to us, our Homer nods. We are in
clined to think that if we have a truth we are under a moral 
obligation to proclaim it. Socrates thought the same; so did 
Christ, Servetus, and Giordano Bruno; so, also, apparently, did 
Mr. Bittell in 1856. Any other method would put an end to 
progress. 

But it is not to criticise Mr. Hittell's book, but. rather to call 
attention to it, that this article is w~itten. The Seculari:4s of the 
country are contributing toward a fund of one thousand dollars 
to be paid for the best manual on moral instruction without super
stition. The present work is in the same direction, and would 
certainly be of great help to those who might think of com
peting for the prize. It costs 25 cents. 

IT is hoped that friends of FREETHOUGHT will not allow their 

zeal to slacken until every available subscriber among their ac

quaintances has been brought into the fold. True, this is not 

the.season for reading, owing to busy times and short evenings. 

but it is well enough to agitate and keep the matter before the 

people. Sow the good seed now, and gather the harvest in the 

fall. Every subscriber is authorized to ~ct as our agent to secure 

new ones. .... -- ... 

AFTER reading FREirrHOUGHT for P.~~:-!j" a year Mr. A. J. Kalb, 
of Quincy, Ill., has m(1J~~ do discovery. He writes: 

QUINCY, In., July 17, 1889. 
lIfessr;: "Putnam ana Macdonald, Sirs: Please do not send the FREE

THOUGHT to me any longer. I do not consider it fit to be in any family. 
I am ashamed for any person to know that I take it. I did not know its 
character before I took it. Yours respectfully, A. J. KALB. 

Mr. Kalb is th.: proprietor and manufacturer of a chart of the 
Solar System, which he endeavor~d to induce us to advertise and 
sell. The chart is well enough astronomically, so far as we 
know, but it is covered all over with scripture texts and pious 
assurances which make it unreliable as a scientific guide. Hence 
we declined to handle it, and hence Mr. Kalb's alarming dis
covery. 

TALMAGE has been to Johnstown and reports: 
"The stories circulated about Johnstown people having lost their faith 

in God and given up the Christian religion bec:wse of this calamity, I 
denounce as false and scoundrelly. The pastors tell me there was one 
'such case. On the contrary, there is more Christian devotion than ever 
before. Even Infidels pray. One of them the afternoon of the disaster, 
in the upper r00m of a house which was rapidly filling with water, was 
overheard to pray: '0 God, if you can give me any aid at this time I 
will be very much obliged toyou.'" 

Some years ago Mr. Talmage gave the world an electrifying 
story about an Ohio blallphemer who was suddenly turned into 
red-hot stone. Upon investigation by reliable parties the rever
end gentleman was shown to be a liar of the first degree. His 
present perform.ance susta.ins his previous reputation. 

'THE National Liberator advertises Bellamy's book, " Looking 
Backward' thus: "gnikooL." 

THE Golden Gate replies to our query by saying that it does 
not want the earth exactly, "but we want enough of it for a four
story building for the uses of Spiritualism that may cost from 
fifty to one hundred thousand dollars. The forty-thousand-dollar 

. donation is a glorious pointer in that direction." We hope to 
see the proposed building erected. It would be a temple of 
light compared with the orthodox church buildings, though such 
a structure as the Lick Academy of Sciences is more in keeping 
with our ideas of usefulness. 

THE delegiltes to the Idaho constitutional convention give 
early evidence that a secular constitution is not to be looked for. 
The other day a delegate named Peilly moved that the payment 
of state funds to religious institutions or for chaplains in legisla
tures be prohibiteJ, an:! the displtche; S1.y th1.t he was II well sat 
down on" by the convention. He also moved to strike out the 
preliminary incantation, "Grateful to Almighty God," but lost. 
SuperstLion appears to have won in the opening skirmish. 

A GENUI~E case of religious persecution is now staining the 
records of the Tennessee courts. A Seventh-day Adventist named 
King, who observes Saturday as the Sabbath, was at last accoullts 
under arrest for cultivating his corn on Sunday. The Sabbatarian 
bigots would make Mr. King's fate the fate of all American 
citizens if they had the power; and they are- reaching out after it. 

MR. HENRY AULL; of Capistrano, Ca1., writes: 
"I am fully conscious that you are exactly like all the priests of 

superstition and the despoilers in our Secular aflairs; that you don't want 
overwhelming refutation of your sophistry; that you only want lucre." 

A man as wise as l\,lr. Aull should spell his name as it is pro
nounced-Owl. 

THE former" Arbitrator," a Liberal and Reform paper pub
lished at Denver, Col., has assumed the size and form of FREE
THOUGHT, and takes a new name, It The Individualist." Quaker 
Dyer D. Lum, the successor of Albert R. Parsons as editor of the 
Anarchi~tic "Alarm," writes for the new journal. 

A CHRISTIAN and a Jew, farm employees of A. S. Hallidie, at 
Searsville, San Mateo county, had a religious discussion last Sun
day. The Christian prevailed by the usual method. He drew 
a pistol and inflicted a wound upon his opponent which mav 
prove fatal. . 

FROM a circular receh'ed we gather the information that James 
Vincent Sr., formerly of the American Nonconformist, is about 
to begin the publication of a new reform journal called the 
"Christna." It will probably be issued from \Vinfiehl, Kan. 

BRIEI' HISTORY OF THE WEEK 

The CathJIics dedicated a school for girls at San Rafael, last 
Sunday. The grounds and buildings cost $ISo,ooo.--The 
Rev. J. P. Dickinson preached at the Independent Presbyterian 
church Sunday night on " A Screw Loose." Those who heard 
the sermon located the loose screw in the preacher's head.-
Maurice Walsh, a Cronin suspect, is being watched by the police 
of San Francisco.--John H. Wigmore, son of a San Francisco 
lumber dealer, has been appointed professor of la,,,, in the Uni
versity of Tokio, Japan. Wigmore is a graduate of Harvard, and 
for the last few years has been practicing law in Boston. He is 
not thir~y years of .age, but. was appointed on the special recom
mendatIon of PreSIdent Elhot of Harvard, because of his eminent 
ability.--It is reported that a movement is on foot amonO' the 
merchants who form the New York Chamber of Comme~e to 
induce Congress to repeal the=Chinese Exclusion act.--Electric 
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lights have been set up in Chinatown to illuminate the dark 
pl~ces and prevent crime. The Celestials denounce the strange 
luminaries as "devillights."--There is complaint of" extensive 
carelessness" in the distribution of the Johnstown relief fund. 
--The state Supreme Court has reversed the decision of Judge 
Sullivan; who decided the Sharon will case in favor of Sarah 
Althea, and gives the Sharon estate to Sharon's legitimate heirs. 

A monument has been erected at Utica, N. Y.;'over the grave 
of Roscoe Conkling. It bears the simple inscription, "Roscoe 
Conkling. Born October 30, 1829. Died April 16, 1888." The 
monument is nine feet high and weighs about twenty-five tons. 
--The Sunday law is strictly enforced in Kansas City, Mo., 
and last Sunday the town was as dryas Kansas.--The Carson 
A ppeal says forty ministers gathered in that city during the few 
days preceding the appearance of a company of pretty and 
scantily clotherl women on the stage there last week.---The 
Lawand Order League of Cincinnati, 0., shut up the saloons 
on Sunday, and the saloon-keepers retaliated last Sunday by 
shutting up all kinds of business places. Fifteen arrests were made. 
--The Kanawha Valley, Virginia, was flooded by a cloud
burst last week. Many people were drowned, and the loss of 
property reaches millions.--The State Prohibition Convention 
of Virginia met July 17 and nominated a full state ticket, at the 
h~ad of which for governor is the Hon. Thomas E. Taylor.,-
Jay Mapes and Doug~ass Twell of ~olu~bia Coll~ge, New YO.rk, 
who have bee'n studymg at the UmversIly of Edmburgh durmg 
the sum mer season, have acquitted themselves with high dis
tinction in the practical anatomy class of ~ir. ~il1ia~ Turn;r. 
The former obtained first place and the UnIVersIty medal, WIth 
95 per cent of available marks, and the latter third place, with 
93 per cent of available marks.--Mrs. Grant has received over 
$900,000 from the·sale of General Grant's" Memoirs." 

A Paris dispatch dated July Z 1 says: The Anarchists marched 
in procession to Pere-Ia-Chaise cemetery to-day and laid wreaths 
upon the graves of the dead Communists. Herr Liebknecht and 
others'delivered orations at the tombs of Boerne and Heine. A 
band of Possibilists, headed by Mrs. Besant, also visited the 
cemetery and decorated the Communists' graves with wreaths, 
also placing upon them grasses plucked from the graves of the 
Anarchists executed at Chicago.--The Spanish government 
has forbidden any demonstration calculated to encourage the 
pope to come to Spain in the event of his leaving Rome.--The 
Whitechapel desperado known as Jack the Ripper murdered, 
another woman last week. The police are' unable to ~nd the 
assassin.--The jury in the case of William <?'B~ien against 
Lord Salisbury for slander has returned a verdIct In favor of 
Salisbury. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

A few weeks ago a caller at this office left with me a little 
book, that he had picked up somewhere in the mines, called 
"The Evidences Against Christianity;" written by John S. 
Hittell and published by the author in 1856. One. c?rner of the 
book is burned away-perhaps some good ChnstIan, at one 
period or another.of its history, tried to cremate it-and its 
pages are discolored from being watersoaked. On the flyleaf the 
following inscription is still legible: 

To JAMES NISBET, from his deeply indebted associate, friend, and al
most pupil, THE AUTHOR. 

San Francisco, Feb'y 29th, 1856. 
Old residents inform me that James Nisbet was a journalist, 

well-known as editor of the San Francisco Bulletin in its best 
days an abJe upriCTht man, who gave the paper a character it 
had 'never kn'own before, and has not enjoyed since. He had 
the misfortune one day in the year 1864, to embark on the 
steamer Brothe'r Jonathan, from Puget Sound to this port. The 
vessel missed her course in a fog and went aground on the Cres
cent City reef, and only a boatload o~ h.er passengers ~eached t~e 
land. Mr. Nisbet lost his life, but It IS told that w~lle ~he ShIp 
was sinking he wrote his will on a slip of paper, whIch m some 
way was saved and admitted to probate. The Brother Jonathan 
had a laro-e amount of monev on board in gold and greenbacks, 

0 

but none of it was ever recovered. Indeed, it was never learned 
what particular rock the ship s~ruck upon, and the spot where 

she went down is unknown to this day. When the survivors went 
back to rescue their fellow-voyagers the Brother Jonathan had 
disappeared forever. 

So the little book has a history and a tragedy associated with 
it, and I have put it on file as a relic. I wish that its distinguished 
author, who is evidently a Freethinker, would give the world the' 
benefit of his later researches and conclusions. 

Visitors to the hall where the Freethought Society meets sat 
in darkness last Sunday evening and watched the magic lantern 
pictures which Brother Faust threw on a screen at the end of the 
room. It was one of the few stereopticon exhibitions I had ever 
attended when I did not have a hand in running the show, and 
r was therefore much happier than usual. . 1\lr. Faust took all 
the responsibility-hung up his screen, worked the lantern, and 
told what the pictures were designed to represent. If the janitor 
had been foresighted enough to provide scats for all lhe people 
who came, I should not have perspired so freely as I did in 
rustling for chairs. 

l'vlr. Faust opened with a ship at sea, in which the audience 
were supposed to be en I route for Egypt. After .landing us in 
Alexandria previous to its bombardment, all hands took a spiel 
through the city. Then the pyramids and sphinx were visited, 
and other objects of deep interest. The route lay northwest to 
Italy, giving views in Pompeii. The famous exhumed bakery 
was shown, where the excavators found eighty loaves of bread in 
a good state of preservation. :Mr. Faust did not avail himself of 
the sarcasm that some of the same loaves are now to be found on 
the tables of boarding houses. I once sprung that joke on my 
Troy audience and it took first-rate. In the course of an hour 
the voyagers sighted the Brooklyn Bridge, and then we got some 
California scenery in the shape of magnified fieas and flea eggs. 
Mr. Faust had been studying the manners and customs of the 
pulex irrifalls, and stated that a single flea would lay eighty eggs 
at a sitting, but omitted to estimate how many would be laid by 
a married one. The way he neglected opportunities of thig kind 
convinced me that he.was just the sort of man to sin away his 
hour of grace without taking advantage of the plan of salvation 
so freely offered to all. Some vinegar poured upon a glass and 
placed in the lantern cast the sbadows of innumerable living or
ganisms on the screen. Mr. Faust invited the audience to step 
forward and examine the same, and those who did so showed the 
people behind them how a man would look with a handful of 
animated ravelings crawling around and tying themselves into 
knots on his back. So the exhibition passed off quite pleasantly. 

After the lights were turned on Vice-President Eastman spoke 
eloquently and at great length. His address referred to the col
lection, and resulted in nearly doubling the usual contribution. 
The Chair gave visitors to understand that strangers and those 
not in sympathy with the objects of the organizations were not 
solicited or expected to put anything in the hat, while for friends 
who desired to help the cause along no limit was prescribed. 

There was no discussion, and no further exercises except the 
piece of music which Professor Toran played on the piano. Some 
went a way before the close, tho'ugh people that were wise stayed 
till the audience arose, and helped display its size; but there arc' 
those who'd not repose an hour in paradise. 

Next Sunday evening Mr. Charles F.Burgman will address 
the society on II Co-operative Liberalism." 

Sio-ismund Danielewicz and J. D. Steell, who started in to
geth~r to publish the San Diego Beacon, got o~t five numbers. 
Then they discovered that they could not pull m the same har
ness. In No.6 Mr. SteeH says, "Although I have always held 
Mr. Danielewicz personally in the greatest esteem, I have found 
it impossible to reconcile myself to giving even a tacit. counte
nance to his theories as to the proper solution of the SOCial ques
tion." He therefore withdraws. Mr. Danielewicz is lonesome. 
The editorial chair looks big to him, and he feels small. The 
office is empty; his pen Sieems as heavy as a tampin.g-bar; and 
when the gloaming deepens into darkness, and. the pbberwock 
whiffles through the tulgy wood, and the SalvatIOn Army comes 
out he doesn't conceal that he wants company. Nevertheless, he 
say~, "personal friendship must not interfere with the grand 
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cause of human progress," and he will "continue to battle on the 
lines which he has conceived to be the basis of universal 
harmony." The solitary editor and proprietor does not tell ex
actly where he stands, and from his mistaking "lines" for a 
" basis" I judge he has not as yet gained a very clear view of the 
field before him. There is also an apparent contradiction bf 
terms in his declaratlon that he will "battle on the basis of uni
versal harmony.1I If he has found such a basis he should invite 
universal harmony to come and sit on it. 

But I merely wished to remark that if Messrs. Steell and 
Danielewicz cannot agree on the social question they made a 
great mistake in founding a paper to discuss social issues. If 
Mr. SteeH is a Nationalist and Mr. Danielewicz an Individualist 
they are as far asunder as the east and the west. The whole field 
of social reform lies between them, and the nearer they get to
gether the better chance there is for a scrimmage. When the 
Socialist and the Anarchist lie down together, the Anarchist will 
be under the bed. 

It seems strange that Messrs. SteeH and Danielewicz did not 
ask my advice on the subject before they started the Beacon. 
Then the" partnership heretofore existing" would not have had 
to be dissolved by Mr. Steell, and Mr. Danielewicz would not 
now feel that "something like remorse was creeping over him." 

SUNDAY-LAW HYPOCRISY.. 

From A. T. Jones's Argument before the Senate Committee. 
But the secret of the whole matter is this: As an argument for 

the Sunday law, these men assert that the great railroad corpora
tions desecrate the Sabbath, and by persistently running Sunday 
trains, also compel the railroad-men to work and to desecrate 
the day. They at the same time assert that the men who own 
the railroads belong to the churches. If, then, the railroads 
compel their men to desecrate the day, and the owners of the 
railroads are church members, then who is it but the church 
members that are compelling people to desecrate the day? . 

Further than this, they quoted at Chicago the statement of a 
railroad president, that the roads" get more requests for Sunday 
trains signed by preachers" than they do from other people. But 
as the church members own the railroads, and the preachers re
quest them to run Sunday trains, then who is to blame for the 
" desecration" of the day but the preachers and their own 
church members? Can't the preachers stop asking for Sunday 
trains without being compelled to do so by the civil law ? In· 
the Chicago convention last month-November 20, 2I-Dr. 
Knowles, who is secretary of this National Sunday-law Union, 
said that by the influence of William E. Dodge, even after his 
death, the Delaware & Lackawanna Railroad Company had re
sisted the temptation to run trains on Sunday until the present 
year. But five hundred ministers met in conference in New 
York and used competing lines on Sunday, and by this the hands 
of the Sunday observance committee have been tied ever since. 
After that, when the Delaware & Lackawanna directors were 
asked not to run Sunday trains, they replied: 

How can YOll come to us pleading for us to run no trains on Sunday, 
when your preachers by the hundreds on Sunday use our rival lines, 
which do run on Sunday? If your preachers ride on Sunday trains on 
other roads, we cannot see why they and other people cannot ride on our 
trains on Sunday. And if it is all right for these other roads to run trains 
on Sunday-and certainly ministers of the gospel would not ride on them 
if it were wrong-then we cannot see how it can be such a great wrong 
for us to run Sunday trains. 

That is a very proper answer. No wonder the Sunday com
mittee"s hands are tied by it. And yet that very conference of 
five hundred preachers, assembled in New York last summer, 
took the first decided step toward the organization of the National 
Sunday Association, of which Dr. K.nowles himself is secretary. 

By these facts there is presented the following condition of 
things: (I) Church members own the railroads; (2) Preachers 
sign requests for Sunday trains; (3) The church members grant 
the request of the preachers for Sunday trains, and the preachers 
ride on the Sunday trains, and other church members go on 
Sunday excursions; (4) Then the whole company-preachers 
'lnd church memoers-together petition Congress and the state 
iegislatures to make a law stopping all Sunday trains! That is. 
to sa)" they want the legislatures, state and national, to compel 

their own railroad-owning church members not to grant the re
quests of the preachers for Sunday trains. In other words, they 
want the civil power to compel them all--preachers and church 
members..;-to act as they all say that Christians ought to act. 
And they insist upon quoting all the time the commandments of 
God, "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." But if they 
will not obey the commandment of God, which they themselv~s 
acknowledge and quote, what assurance have we that the), wI.!l 
obey the law of' Congress or state legislature when ·they get It, 
especially is it will rest entirely with themselves to s~e. that the 
law is enforced? Will they compel themselves by ·CIVII law to 
do what they themselves will not otherwise do? ~ The sum of the 

. whole matter is that they want the civil power to enforce church 
discipline; and that not only upon themselves, but upon every
body else. The whole system, and all the pretensions upon which 
this Sunday law is demanded, are crooked. 

"J. C. P." CONTINUES THE ARGUMENT. 

The article published in your paper July I 3, on which you 
have commented and styled" A Defense of Catholicism," was 
not intended as a defense of the Catholic religion, but simply as 
a defense of Catholics as a sect and a class, in contrast with the 
more dangerous element known as Protestants. 

In your strictures on this, you bring grave charges against 
Catholics and the Catholic church. To one or two of those 
charges I think there is room for exception. 

First. I am not convinced that" Catholics are opposed to prog
ress" simply because" they are opposed to innovations," or that 
"innovations" are always on the side of "progress." 

The sumptuary laws and prohibition deviltries which for many 
years have obstructed and prevented needed legislation, embar
rassed the courts, and distracted our people are all "innovations;" 
and surely in these matters we have not progressed. 

Second. I do not believe that the Catholic church is the only 
one which has" attacked our public schools." 

How long since a convocation of the Protestant ministers of 
California almost unanimously declared in favor of the Bible in 
the public schools? You say that" Catholic school training is 
vastly inferior to that of the Protestant." Perhaps the distinction 
is in reference to quantity ("cramming") instead of quality; or to 
frivolous modern fine arts instead of the solid sciences. 

"The public schools in danger" has for many years been the 
great political bugaboo, and the source of a vast amount of party 
clap-trap. It is now evident that our public school system, under 
Protestant management, is fast becoming a political machine, the 
control of which the Protestant clergy are strenuously endeavor
ing to secure, with a fair prospect of success. . 

I admit that "an institution should be judged by its record 
rather than by its promises." But will not the record of the 
Catholic church compare favorably with that of the Protestant 
since the establishment of the latter? If, as you say, "the Catho
lic church has ruined every country in which it has had the con
trolling power," cannot the same be said of Protestant churches? 

Under Protestant government Ireland has been reduced to her 
present condition. In no country have crueler persecutions and 
outrages ever been committed than in the American colonies 
under Protestant rule; and even now, in many of our American 
states, Protestant piety has inaugurated sum'ptuary and oppressive 
laws and religious restraints upon personal liberty almost beyond 
endurance. 

Nearly all the Protestant ministers in the United States have 
indorsed the following declaration of united religious and Doliti
cal principles, namely, "That we acknowledge Almighty God as 
the supreme ruler of the universe, to whose laws all human en
actments must conform." These are now clamoring for a 
recognition of God in the Constitution; for a national Sunday 
law; for a national prohibition law, and a national compulsory 
education law. They are also asking for the exemption of church 
property from taxation, and, to secure the enactment of suc!1 
laws, for the enfranchisement of woman. 

From all this the Catholic clergy have stood aloof; nor have 
they ever attempted to influence, corrupt, or control our legisla
tive bodies. Which then, to judge by their record, is the most 
dangerous, the Catholic church or the Protestant? J. C. P. 
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DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD 1* 

IV. 

Having dealt with Paul, who, demented though he was, was 
the only person with sufficient mental force about him, among 
all the early Christians, to plant deeply the roots of a new propa
ganda, I will revert to the resurrection evidence of the four 
evangelists. I at once admit thnt it is preposterous to adduce 
four such ill-attested.documents, even if they 'agreed a:mong 
themselves, in evidencefor the occurrence of such a tremendous 
impossibility as the resurrection. To the mental temper of the 
thinkers of the present time, the resurrection of Christ would not 
be established if all the writers of the ancieftt world bore detailed 
and uniform evidence in its favor. On the lines of Hume's in
expugnable ~rgument . it would still be more probable that all 
those writers, knowingly or unknowingly, should bear false wit
ness than that a dead man should rise from the grave. Accord
ingly, the mutually contradictory four gospels, standing alone, 
without even the veriest shadow of support from any contem
porary writer, is ludicrously inad~quate to esta?lish that the 
resurrection took place. But here, arranged bnefly and con
cisely (A Light to Lighten the Gentiles) are the" evidences" 
given by the unknown writers of the gospels:. . 

" Luke (xxiii. 49) relates that, from the crucIfixIOn to the death 
of Jesus, 'all his acquaintance, and the wOI?en that followed 
with him from Galilee, stood afar off' from hIS cross. Matthew 
(xxvii. 55, 56) and Mark (xv. 40, 41) name Mary Magdalene 
and other women as beholding the crucifixion 'from afar.' 
Whereas John (xix., 25, 27) d~clares that- Mary Magdalene and 
the mother of Jesus, and her sister Mary, the wife of Cleopas, 
also the disciple whom Jesus loved, stood 'by the cross of Jesus.''' 

"Pursuant to John (xix. 31-38), before Joseph of Arimathea 
besought.Pilate's permission to allow him to t~ke aw?-y the bo~y 
of Jesus-which was most readily granted. hIm-PIlate had, In 
compliance with the request of the Jews, given an order for the 
breakinO' of the legs of" the crucified in order to ensure their 
speedy death, and thereby to hasten the removal of their ~odies. 
Whereas, according to Mark (xv. 43-45), when Joseph, III the 
evening, applied for the body of Jesus, 'Pilate marveled if he 
were already dead,'" etc. 

" In Matthew (xxvii. 60) Joseph of Arimathea is described as 
laying the body of Jesus once for all 'in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the rock.' In John (xix. 41, 4z) the 
sepulchre is not only not represented as Joseph's, but it is spoken 
of, not as a final, but as a temporary place of interment, because 
it was' nigh at hand.'" 

"Matthew (xxvi. 17-ZI), Mark (xiv. 12-18), and Luke (xxii. 7
16) place the passover before, not after, the apprehensio~!. trial, 
crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus, as does John (XVll1. Z8; 
xix. 	 14, 42)." . 

"In Matthew (xvi. 21; xvii. 23; xx. 19) and Luke (IX. zz; 
xviii. 33) Jesus informs his disciples of his approaching death 
and of his rising again' the third day,' not' after three days,' 
i.e., on or after the fourth day, as in Mark (viii. 31; corn. 
l\iatthew xii. 40). In Matthew (xxvii. 62-64) this flat contradic
tion does not appear either to have opened the eyes or to have 
puzzled the brains of the pharisees." . ... 

"Pursuant to :Mark (ix. 31, 32) and Luke (IX. 44,45; XVlll. 

33, 34) the disciples of Jesus understood not ~?at he meant 
when he spoke of being put to death and of nsmg therefrom. 
After the death of Jesus the above alleged prophetic communica
tion afforded his' disciples no hope of ever seeing him again; b~t 
according to l\iatthew (xxvii. 6z-66) the chief priests and phan
sees both understood and acted upon it." 

iC In John (xix. 39, 40) Nicodemu's and Joseph of Arima~hea 
embalmed the body of Jesus, 'as the manner of the Jews IS to 
burv.' In Mark (xvi. I) and Luke (xxiii. 56; xxiv. I) the women 
wh~ beheld where the body of JesuS' was laid prepared spices for 
the anointing it after the Sabbath." .. . 

"Pursuant to Matthew (xvii. 66), the chIef pnests and phansees 
made the sepulchre sure by 'sealing the stone,' an? pl~cing a 
, guard;' whereas according to all four of the evangelIsts, mclud
ing even Matthew himself, the women apparently knew not of 

~Saladin, editor of the Agnost,ic Journal. 

\ 

the stone having been sealed, and the body of soldiers placed to 
guard the sepulchre." 

"In John (xx. I) Mary Magdalene is the first to visit the tomb 
of Jesus. She sees, though it is 'yet dark,' that the stone has 
been taken away from it. In l\fark (xvi. 1-3). when she comes 
ata later hour-'when the sun was risen'-tu the tomb in com
panv with two other women, she knows not that the stone has 
already been removed' from the door of the tomb.''' , 

"In John (xx. I) the first vi~it to the tomb of Jesus is made 
by only one woman,' Mary Magdalene.' In Matchew (xxviii. I) 
bv two women, 'Mary Magdalene and the other Mary.' In 
Mark (xvi. I) by three women, 'Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome.' In Luke (xxiv. 1-10) by more 
than four women, among whom 'were Mary lVIagdalene and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James.'" 

"In John (xx. I), on the first visit to the tomb of Jesus no one 
is seen. In l\Iatthew (xxviii. 2) 'an angel of the Lord' is seen 
sitting on the stone he had rolled away from the door of the 
sepulchre. In Mark (xvi. 5) 'a young man sitting on the right' 
side clothed in a long white garment.' In Luke (xiv. 4) the 
women on arriving at the tomb and entering therein, see no one 
at first,' but shortly afterwards 'two men' appear. standing by 
them in dazzling apparel." 

"In John (xx. 2) Mary Magdalene informs 8imon Peter, and 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, of the Lord having been 
taken away' out of the sepulchre.' In Luke (xxiv. 9, 10) Mary 
Magdalene and the other women tell' the eleven' and' all the 
rest' of what they had both seen and heard. In Matthew 
(xxviii. 8) Mary Magdalene and the other Mary ran to convey 
to the disciples the glad tidings. But in Mark (xvi. 8) Mary 
MaO"dalene and the two other women 'fled from the sepulchre,' 
anlsaid nothinrr to anyone;' for they were afraid.' Mark xvi. 9

o 	 . " 
20, is generally admitted to be spunous. " 

"In John (xx. 3-8) Peter and the other disciple at first ap
parently doubt the truthfulness of Mary Magdal~ll(:'s report. In 
Matthew (xxviii. 1O-16) it is implied that the dls~Iples both ~e
lieved and acted upon the women's report. But In Luke (XXIV. 
1I) the apostles disbelieve the wom~n, whose word~ appe,:r, in 
their sight 'as idle tales.' Verse 12 IS by many emInent CrItiCS 
regarded as an interpolation. 

"Pursuant to Luke (xxiv. 51} and John (xx. 17,21,22, z3), 
Jesus, on the day he rose from the dead, .ascend~d to his Father, 
and on the evening of the same day he IS descnbed by John as 
imparting to his disciples th~. gift of the' Holy G.host;' whereas, 
accordino- to the Acts (i. 3; n. 1-4), there was an mterval of forty 
days between the resurrection and the ascension, and a 
further interval of ten days be~ore the 'Holy Spirit' was given." 

If the four gospels in their details in regard to the resurrec
tion had agreed, the whole affair would, I repeat, still be mon
strously incredible to all f~irly sane and educate~ persons ac
qUlinted with even the rudIments of the laws of eVidence. Each 
of the four gospel writers was inspired by the Holy Ghost, and 
the Holy Ghost has taken t~e trouble to inspire e~ch of them to 
tell a different story. If thiS fact does not establIsh the truth ~f 
the resurrection it at all events proves that the Holy Ghost IS 
versatile and i~ventive and that, having inspired four different 
gospels, all equally tru~, and all c~ntra~!cting each other, be. is 
no relation of " Singlespeech HamIlton.. For many .ce.ntunes 
the mendacious absurdities and irreconcilable contradictIOns of 
Holy Writ were known only to the. Christian priesthood ~nd in 
their own interests they had the WIsdom to k~ep the scnptures 
out of the hands of their dupes. The ReformatlOn carne, and the 
scriptures did get into the hands of the Christian dupes; but by 
that time they had been duped for so many centuries that they 
have practically elected to be duped for a ~en.tu.ry or two lon~er; 
so intractable is the human mind, and so InSldlOUS are the SIren 
paths of error. ' . ".. .' 

Protestantism got the "open Bible !nto ItS hands, but It was 
a cowardly dolt that could not read It. It was, moreover, ex
ceedingly busy at the poor, stale old busine~ of begettin~ 
children and earning bread f~r the~; so, to save Itself tro~ble, It 
handed the scriptures over to Its paId parsons, th~t they mlgh~ do 
the reading thereof. These parsons found that It was expedIent 
to read therefrom that Christ rose from the dead, for it is always 
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"the horrible and awful" that takes with the multitude, who do 
their thinking by proxy. To keep up the deception, those par
sons wrote laborious tomes to reconcile the irreconcilable and 
explain the inexplicable. The lay dupes did not over-clearly see 
how the irreconcilable was reconciled, and how the inexplicable 
was explained; but they believed that the parsons knew all about 
"the deep things of God," and that was enough. An array of 
learning acts on the vulgar like a spell. How could John Smith, 
the cheesemonger, doubt that Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 
when the Rev. Theophilus M'Hellcinder, D.D., had written 
eleven great volumes on the subject, nearly the half of them 
Latin, every page bristling with Greek, and every alternate page 
sacredly mysterious with heavy, square, black Hebrew, or awful 
with Accadian cuneiforms? 

The common sense of ordinary mankind would long ago have 
rebelled against the array of Christian impostures but for Learn
ing, whose business it has been to bewilder, not to enlighten, the 
poar beasts of burden upon whose backs it has ever mockingly 
ridden. Oh, when will the plainest man alive come to the con
viction that about the mystery of life and the arcanum of death 
-about the blank before the cradle and the vacuity behind the 
tomb-he knows as much as did the most erudite priest that 
ever lived? How long will the multitude be juggled into sup
porting a class of charlatans who affirm that they know what they 
positively do not know? Because huge volumes have been 
written for falsehood, and splendid churches and cathedrals built 
to propagate superstition, how long will it be before the simple 
wayfaring man can be convinced that the right is on the side of 
a booklet like this, and that truth is indebted to the services of a 
pen like mine? 

"Dh that the wise from their bright minds would kindle 
Such lamps within the dome of this dim world, 

That the pale name of priest might shrink and dwindle 
Into the hell from which it first was hurled, 

A scoff of impious pride from fiends impure; 
Till human thoughts might kneel alone 
Each before the judgment throne . 

Of its own aweless soul, or of the power unknown."-SHELLEY. 

LAW AND GOVERNMENT.* 

I can conceive of a state of society wherein c, law and govern
ment" might not be absolutely necessary. If the golden rule 
was a practical law, we should need none other. If we had a 
creator perfect in attribute, through whose unerring hand we had 
passed as "clay in the hands of the potter," we should necessarily 
have been perfect beings, having been made by a perfect creator 
who could not make an imperfect thing" in his own image." 
But realizing the imperfect nature of the average being, we have 
to conclude that evolution and nbt creation is the natural and 
only law of our beings, and that the invention of creation is the 
result of the dense ignorance of benighted and undevel9ped 
minds, or else the product of a base and deceitful schemer. 

Having come to the unalterable conclusion that we cannot 
accuse a special creator of being responsible for the imperfec
tions of humanity; and having satisfied ourselves that nothing 
perfect can be expected from a source subject to myriads of 
accidental combinations, and that no two human beings can 
think exactly alike, and that no two are subject to the same re
quirements, either mental or physical, we cannot expect any great 
amount of voluntary self-sacrifice for the public good. 

OUf tastes, desires, and demands are so varied that they cannot 
all be gratified without conflicting with those of others; and add
ing to these the various imperfections of humanity as the result 
of a mistaken policy and a vicious manner of reptoduction, it is 
no wonder that" law and government" are necessary for the 
best interests of society. 

It is probably true that a misconception of natural laws and a 
false sentimentalism have given us laws which are vicious in 
their application, and create crime where none would otherwise 
exist; but these are the result of ignorance, or the peculiar 
mental pabulum of our law makers, largely controlled by the 
sentim ents of society. 

*'An essay read by Ranford 'Vorthing before the Progressive League 
of San Diego, Sunday, June 16, 1889. 

Religion, based upon ignorance and superstition, is largely re
sponsible for the foolish and injurious laws upon our statute 
books; but thanks to an age of reason and science, we will soon 
produce a necessity for the abrogation of all bad laws. 

But that we need laws for the guidance of the good-inten
tioned, and the control of the bad element in society, is unques
tionable; and..the only way to avoid the necessity of laws .and 
government is to produce a state of society so perfect that gener
osity and unselfishness will be the predominating characterbtics 
of its members. .. 

The suppression of crime monopolizes nearly all our efforts at 
government, and our laws are entirely directed to the protection 
of government and Reople against the encroachments of those 
who seek to rob or destroy them. 

This, at once, seems horrible to contemplate, when we realize 
that we are making laws against ourselves as a people, but then 
our lack of patrotism, or realization that each individual is or 
ought to be directly interested in the welfare of all, is astonishing. 
Government or law to the ordinary person appears to be a 
despotic master instead of a servant of the people. 

We are apt to regard law as a monster octopus reaching out 
continually to deprive us of liberty and rights; and forget that 
we are only protecting ourselves individually and collectively by 
this means. 

Vi e have a variety of forms of government, and have ever had 
since the world was peopled. Among the earliest of which we 
hav~ any knowledge is the patriarchal form, than which there is 
no better at the present time. It is not the form of government, 
but the character of the governors, that give us good or bad gov
ernment; and a king or emperor with the proper sentiments in 
regard to humanity might give us the best possible government. 
But there being no different attributes in the make-up of kings 
and emperors from those of other men, it follows that they have 
to be restrained by laws as well as other people This condition 
has brought about the gradual demand for the growth of re
publics, a government by the people;- and to my mind the 
only perfect form of such a government is one simplifying it to 

. such an extent that cognizance of all by all can be possible. The 
great extent of our country, the facilities for travel, and the abso
lute freedom of everybody to go and come when and where 
they please, furnish opportunities for the com mission of crime 
that should be curtailed. Yes, I say the liberties of all persons 
with criminal tendencies should be curtailed; for no man has a 
right to endanger my liberties in the enjoyment of life and the 
purs?it o.f happiness by co~mitting act~ ~gainst my happiness; 
and It lmght produce happmess to a cnmmal to deprive me of 
my rights. 

Now, if all the J?:ople were divided into communities, of say 
one hundred familIes, and each community allowed to make 
and execute its own laws by calling its members together 
through a public servant when necessities arise, nearly all neces
sity for laws or government would soon cease; for the character
istics of all would soon be known, and proper regulations made 
for all requiring special attention. This would lead to better 

. breeding, as those found to be morally or physically deformed 
would not ~e permitted to reproduce their kind, and out of pure 
self-protectIOn each commune would gradually improve its 
mem bers until there should be a decidedly better aSDect of hu
manity than now exists. To make it applicable to the nation it 
would only require sending a delegate of each commune to a 
meeting of county delegates who should in turn send one to a 
meeting of state delegates,' and they one each to a United States 
meeting, to make and execute all the laws necessary. AO'ain all 
persons desiring to travel or remove from one place ~r c~m
munity to another could be provided with passports which 
would give them the same standing in another place they held 
at home, thereby protecting all-stopping the free circulation of 
the ~riminally inclined incognito. 

Some of you will say at once, this is despotism! I will say in 
reply that nothing but despotism, in one form or another ever 
did or ever will protect the good-intentioned from the depreda
tions of the evil. incl.ined. . And the purer and better the people 
~he less despot!c wIll their laws be. The tendency to natural 
Improvement m the race by such a course would be so rapid 
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that a few generations would astonish the most enthusiastic re
former. But as long as people without knowledge of the simplest 
laws of nature are allowed to herd together and steep themselves 
in crime and criminal reproduction; and when disturb:!d as a 
result of overt acts, to quietly and secretly steal away to some 
place where they are not known, just so long will we have a state 
of affairs that calls for redress and reform. ' 

The advantages of the community plan can be given in detail 
to cover every necessity that can arise for law and government; 
and a study of it is desired in all its ramifications, which, we 
doubt not, will develop a knowledge of the capacity for im
provement in the human family which will be astonishing. 

Don't go about this study on a basis of" original sin," "total 
depravity," H atonement," or "special creation," but take human 
nature as developed through natural causes and effect. Observe 
what has been done through natural laws, and the" modus oper
andi" of evolution, and study the results. !fyou have the mental 
capacity for comprehending what you may observe, conclu:iion3 
will be reached which will astonish the most sanguine, and prove 
conclusively that "law and government are necessary for the 
best interests of the people." 

THE RECORD 01' CHRISTIANITY. 

In the Albany Times of July 2 the Hon. A. Schell has the fol
lowing reply to a clergyman of that city: 

In your edition of Monday I notice the asslult of Dr. D.:)wling, 
of the Madison Avenue Reformed church, upon Infidelity, which 
I cannot allow to go unchallenged, and with your permi~sion 
will attempt to answer. Dr. Dowling is reported as saying that 
II Christianity is an institution; Infidelity is destitution;" in ef
fect, that the former is constructive, the latter destructive; that 
one contributes to the reformation, the other to the deformation 
of character. 

I admit that Christianity is an institution""7an institution in 
whose name every crime that figures in the catalogue of crime 
has been committed. The most fearful wars that have devastated 
the fair face of earth have been religious wars-one in Europe 
lasting thirty years-a period of time ten years in excess of the 
average duration of mankind at the epoch of the Reformation. 
It is estimated that more men were slain upon the field of battle, 
or died from the causes produced by the horrors of religious 
wars, than are contained in the present population of Europe. 

To-day Christian Europe, from Moscow on the east to the Atlantic 
ocean on the west; from the British Isles on the north to the Italian 
penimula on the south, is one huge camp of bristling bayonets, 
Krupp guns, and iron-clads that plow the internal and external 
waters of the world, ready at any moment to overwhelm man 
and his habitation in ruin. The inventive genius of man has 
been taxed in Christian Europe to the utmost by the invention 
of the most destructive implements of death. Ten millions of 
Christian soldiers, drilled and armed, stand ready at this moment 
for the field of carnage and slaughter. It appears to me that 
this aspect of affairs is a sad commentary on the reformatory 
and constructive character of Christianity. 

Taking a charitable view of. Dr. Dowling's comments, has he 
not unwittingly made a mistake? Is not the destructive side of 
the question more applicable and befitting Christianity than In
fidelity? Christian Russia is on a still-hunt for the Afghans in 
Central Asia; and the Russian bear is aching for an opportunity 
to uncover his teeth to the British lion in India. Christian 
Austria is waiting for a favorable opportunity to advance her 
grenadiers to the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles. Bismarck is 
ubiquitous in the islands of the South sea, and scheming with 
other nations for the dismember:ment of republican France, 
which is a continual menace to monarchy in Europe. Parlia
ment has voted $500,000,000 to increase the" English navy, in
surinO' England the continued supremacy of the seas. Even 
Italy °aroused from her lethargy, is trying to advance the banner 
of th~ cross alonO" the southern shores of the Mediterranean. 
Why, our own bOeloved United States of Ameri~ is adding to 
our navy and building iron-clads as fast as pOSSIble to take a 
hand in the fra,'. "Sincere Christians," if accounts are true, are 
trying to subdu'e the natives of South Africa by sending them 

twen,ty thousand tons of bad rum and gin annually, and are 
"laymg them out)J by the thousands as cobalt fays out flies in fly 
time. I admit that" Christianity is an institution." H ow could 
it be otherwise, since Christ said: "Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth; I came not to send peace, but a sword." 
And the Christian nations of Europe are carrying out this mis
sion to perfection. 

I now come to the second branch of Dr. Dowling's discourse 
-that" Infidelity is destitution," to which I suggest the amend
ment, "destitution of crime;" and to test the sincerity and con
fidence of Dr. Dowling in his claims for Christianity, I will 
make him a proposition: I will give him $10 for every Infidel 
whom he will find, upon investigation, in the state priwns and 
penitentiaries of the country, jf he will give me $1 for everyone 
there who is not an Infidel. 

Infidels did not burn five hundred (( witches" in three months; 
nor roast Servetus over a slow fire at Geneva, but]ohn Calvin, a 
distinguished Christian leader, did. Infidels did not murder five 
men and thirteen women at Salem for the impossible crime of 
witchcraft; but Cotton Mather, a Christian minister, did. An 
Infidel did not sign the death warrant of the innocent and in
offensive Mary Dyer, who was hanged on Boston Common for 
the crime of being a Quakeress; but Endicott, a Christian gov
ernor, did. Quakers were tied to the tails of carts and dragged 
to death through the streets of Boston by Christians, not by In
fidels. Fires of persecution were lit up at Smithfield, and 
Latimer, Cranmer, and Ridley, three of the most distinguished 
churchmen of the age, were burnt at the stake, not by Infidels. 
I leave Dr. Dowling to say by whom. Infidels never invented 
implements of torture-the iron boot, thumbscrew, and rack; 
never put anybody into the inquisition; never hounueu on the 
fiendish multitude that massacred twelve thousand Huguenots ill 
France for the glory of God; never persecuted the \Valdenses, 
Albigenses, and Anabaptists. Let Dr. Dowling tell us who did 
all these things. 

The history of the church is the history of blood. If all the 
innocent blood that has been spilled in the name of Christianity 
since the days of Constantine were gathered up in one great 
reservoir, it would be sufficient to float the navies of the world. 
I admit that Christianity is an institution I 

Christianity has been the bulwark of human slavery, compared 
with which all other crimes pale into insignificance; and in the 
Bible Christians find justification for this damnable crime. 

Infidel France was the first nation in Europe to set the ex
ample of freeing her slaves, in the island of St. Domingo. 
Thomas Paine, whom the Christian church denounces as an In
fidel, declared nearly a century ago that" man has no right to 
property in man." 

The strongest opposition the abolitionists had to encounter in 
New England came from the Christian church. In the South 
rewards were offered for the heads of Garrison and Phillips; at 
the North they were denounced and treated with mob violence. 

Garrison, Phillips, Foster, Pillsbury, Wright, and Brooke were 
all so-called "Infidels," pnd in advocating the abolition of 
slavery they ran the risk of death at the hands of mem bers of the 
Christian church. If Mr. Dowling shall deny these facts, I will 
furnish him and the public proof of the most indubitable charac
ter in support of my statements. A. ScHELL. 

RIGHTS OF THE, MINORITY. 

An exchange prints an extract from the recent writings of 
Samuel P. Putnam, condemning in the stron~est way the Ameri
can servility to the authority of the majority. 1\1r. Putnam be
lieves, and he is perfectly right in so believing, that the tyranny 
of the king has been exchanged in America for the tyranny of 
the majority. The prevalent idea here appears to be that the 
minority, as a minority, has no rights that the majority is bound 
to respect. Only let the majority pronounce upon a question, 
and it is supposed there can be no appeal from it except to an
other majority that future exigencies may c~eate. Majorities 
have interfered in numerous and well-known mstances with the 
riO'hts of man, and hardly a protest has been uttered. Almost 
e~eryone immediately submits to the dictates of the multitudinous 
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tyrant without a ,moment's question. This is all wrong. It 
ought to be understood that the rights of individuals are as sacred 
as the rights of an aglomeration of individuals. Surely the old 
idea that might is right ought by this time to have died the death 
of other musty and superstitious dogmas, and been succeeded by 
an age when universal justice displaces the old-time law of bar
barous coercion. 

Mr. Putnam makes out a strong case, however, to the contrary. 
He says that the only liberty of w'hich America boasts is simply 
the liberty of the largest party. " Wherein," he asks," is this 
liberty one whit better than the liberty of the Old World? \Vhat 
difference does jt make to me whether I am compel1ed by two 
million votes or by the voice of a single despot? My slavery is 
just as unbearable and just as degrading. Indeed the tyranny 
of a majority is more oppressive than the tyranny of a king. It 
allows less resistance; it is more overwhelming and destructive 
of individual assertion. Why, it is as much as a man's life is 
worth to differ from his neighbors. He is regarded as either a 
fool or knave. I affirm that most of. the liberty of which we 
boast to-day is a sham. It is liberty only in show, but not in 
reality. There are very few free men in the community-very 
few that will as sturdily defy the rule of a majority as they will 
the rule of a king. Now. I affirm that the majority has no business 
to legislate for me without my consent. In the domain of my 
individuality, where I trench not upon another, I am absolute 
master; and for any number of millions of voters to come into 
that domain and assert any kind of authority is as outrageous as 
for the Spanish Inquisition to do so at the point of the sword. 
This personal liberty, ,vhich is all the liberty that is worth martyr
dom for, is not yet understood in this' the land of the free.' 
Americans generally think that if they do not have a king to rule 
OVd them, there is no tyranny. The fact is, however, that in 
some things the Americans are more despotically governed than 
any other nation. They submit to more interferences with per
sonal liberty." 

This is a pretty strong way of putting the matter, no doubt; 
but it is not a whit too strong. We prate of our liberty and pity 
the poor Russians under their czar. For my own part give me 
the humane tyranny of a single despot who has his country's in
terests at heart, and whose sympathies can be awakened to the 
cry of despair, to the tyranny which is pitiless, heartless, and far 
more leveling and destructive--the tyranny of the irresponsible 
majority. This tyranny is generally void of reason, is composed 
and swayed principally by miserable, barbarous prejudices subject 
neither to humane instincts nor formulated arguments-is, in fact, 
a formidable car of juggernaut crushing out all justice and mercy. 
Viith Mr. Putnam I deny that there will be any genuine freedom 
until the rule of the majority is sent to limbo with that of kings; 
until every man is left to be a law unto himself, so far as he does 
not violate another's freedom. Of course with liberty there 
must bejustice; but look atthelegislationof the majority. How 
much justice do we find? We find not justice, but almost always 
selfish despotism. Justice can only come by absolute individual 
freedom; and 'in order to assert that freedom we must as sedu~ 
lously defy the tyranny of a majority as that of an emperor. 
" ALASTOR," in Secular Thought. 

W. F. J Al\IIESON returned to Monte Vista, Col., and gave three 
lectures, July 18, 19, and 20. He is making up his tour east. 
He will deliver a series of lectures in Hay Springs, Neb., and 
will give lectures in Grantfork, Ill., later in the season. He is 
invited to give several lectures at grove meetings in September 
at Kent, Ohio. Liberals who ,vish to avail themselves of his 
lectures should address him at Coryell, Col. 

PROFESSOR HUXLEY reviews the main points of the controversy 
in which he has been engaged, in an article entitled" Agnosti
cism and Christianity," in "The Popular Science Monthly" for 
August. Some of Cardinal Newman's writings also receive a 
share of criticism. 

. (t Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 

The Lectures at Turner. 

To th~ Eaitors of Fruthought: 
Mr. Putnam has lectured at Turner. That community being very 

much" priest.ridden," the attendance was slim. There was one solitary 
Christian believer, however, who showed the courage of his convictions 
by attending the lecture, and then expressing his condemnation after
ward. Such a man· is worth something. He first listens, then talks. 
If talking leads to thinking and investigation, such a one is already half 
converted. He is worth more anyway than the professing Liberal whose 
moral courage is unequal to the task of bringing him out.. There are 
many Liberals (" Infidels," if it please the Christian better) at Turner. 
They a~e not all outspoken, (or fear of Christian persecution, perhaps. 
In this they err. Christianity governs only by fear and fraud. Those 
who she thinks fear her, she is most apt to persecute, if she sees in them 
liberal tendencies; and she is sharp to detect the" unbeliever." "Those 
who are not for us al e against us," is a part of her cruel creed, and she 
persecutes those most who are most afraid of her. A Secular Union at 
Turner, with a good share of backbone in it, would soon cool off the lit
tle Campbellite hell in this place, and make a more salubrious moral 
climate, and lessen the smell of brimstone. Even the" wind" would be 
"tempered" to notices of Secular meetings, and would not blow them 
down so easily. 

But the Christians showed even less moral courage than the Liberal. 
Not a soul (with the exception above noted) put in an appearance. Like 
the pope and his cardinals at the unveiling of the statue of Bruno, they 
kept out of sight. "The prudent man foreseeth," etc. Other Liberal 
lecturers will follow Putnam. L. I. BERTY. 

Turner, Or. 

A Testimonial for Putnam. 
.JJear Frimd Ilfacdonaid: 

Mr. Putnam has been here and gone.~ He is a fine man. I like him. 
EI'ery one who heard him here says the same. The lectures were some
thing grand. Every earnest Liberal should try to hear that man. 

Kalama, Wash. 	 GEO. SVENSSON. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Coos county, Or.,July 22 to Aug.4, Fox Valley .....• Or., Sept. 9, 10, 
Coburg ..... u Aug ........ 7,8, 	Long Creek ...... " " II, 12, 

I.ebanon . . •• " .......... 9, Hamilton .....•.. " 14, 15, 
Olympia ...W.T.," .•.... II, 12, Monument ...... " " 16, 17, 
:Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13, 14, Hay Stack, ..••.. "" 18, 
Davenport, " " .•..•• 17, 18, Lone Rock ..••.• " " 19,20, 
Cheney .. : " " ......... 19, Fossil ........... " 21,22, 
Rosalia. .." ......... 20, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Sprague.. " ......... 21, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept..... 29, 
Pasco. _.. ." ••..••... 22, Forest Grove...." " .... 30, 
Dayton .... W. T., Aug.... 24. 25, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ... _.... 26, 6,7, 
La Grange, Or _•.. Aug •..•.... 29, Linkville ..... Or., Oct. II, 12, 13, 
Union ..... Or. " ........ 30 , Sacramento ......... Cal., Oct. 20, 
Baker City, Or. Sept ... _ , .... I, San Francisco. .. . . .." "27, 
Crocker City, Or., ,,_ ..•••. 2, 3, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. of November, ' 

5, 	6,7, San Diego and vicinity the month 01 
December. 

" TilE GLORY OF INFIDELITY," by S. P. Putnam, is a brilliant 
sketch of the history, drift, and purpose of Dissellt, showing it an 
in<.ii'3pensable prerequisite to intelligent affirmation. Price 10 

cents; Putnam & Macdonald, 504- Kearny street San Francisco, 
Ca1.-The Word. 

REV. J. L. LEEPER, of Ft. Wayne, Ind., sent a letter on the 
19th to Treasurer Thompson, of the Johnstown relief fund, ask
ing him if the Ft. Wayne brewers had turned over any money. 
He stated that they held a picnic on Sunday for the Johnstown 
sufferers against the wishes of the city authorities, and wanted to 
know if the money would be accepted, and Mr. Thompson 
wired back that the committee" would not accept any contribu-' 
tions proceeding from Sabbath desecration under the guise of 
charity." Oh, how long is the world to be cursed with people 
like Rt!v. Leeper and Treasurer Thompson !-Pittsburg Truth. 



477 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTIO~ OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND :MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

. For Schools and the Home.' 

COMPlLED BY L. K. WASIIIlURN. 

J'cice .......................... $1. 50 

Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, l\Iass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf~cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
"Manila, Book, lvews, }Iardwar~, Wrap/liltg 


PAPER BA~S, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh 


4l.4 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON" CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 cL~Y STREET, 
Below Montgomery. Sa.n Francisco. 

14 kara.t Gold Scarf Pin..............................$ 4 00 
1lI kara.t Gold. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 
14 karat GJIfl. gmal1size Badge Pin .................. 275 
14 kara.t. GI)ld. small size Badge Pio with Diamond, 85. 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larlte Badge Pin...................... 300 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin.... ..... • .. .. .... • ... 4 00 
10 ka.ra.t Gol<l, 8mall Charm (for watch chain)...... 3 00 
14 karat G:>ld. Hma I Charm (for watch chaiuI....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Cbar-In (for watch chain....... 5 00 
J4 karat Gold, Large Cha.rm (for watch cbain ....... 600 
14 kara.t Gold, Large Charm .. ,. Diamond' 14 c-o 

'This is a full·bodieJ diamond, Ft't so that it may be 
cleaned from the reV6! se side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. prepaid. aod guaranteed aa repre· 
ented or mon<,y refuuded, address, 

PUTNAM &. MACDONALD. 
ro4 Kearny Street, San Francisco, CaL 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

FRE·ETHOUGHT 

He Xhant Stand It. 

Hadje Hassan Ghooly Khan, 

A most distinguished Persian man, 

Took passage toward. the western sun, 

As minister to Washington. 


Now Hadje Hassan Ghooly Khan 

Goes back a most disgusted mall, 

Because the papers near and far 

Fire endless joke lets at the Shah. 


Some men might stand such wilful slight 

Of Persian monarch's royal might; 

Some men might smile at jesl and taunt, 

But Hadje Hassan Ghooly Khant • 


A Faithful Executor. 

A young Bostonian, reared beneath the 
brow of Beacon hill, and educated at Har
vard, went to Texas and turned cow-boy. 
He rapidly caught the spirit of the country, 
and as rapidly shook off the outward sem
blances of tender-footed Eastern habit. 
Rough-bearded, leather-clad, sombrero as 
wide as the widest, 4I-calibre Colts on his 
hips, he was wild as the wildest. Yet with
in his bosom still burned the flame of Bos· 
ton culture and refinement. 

One day he was riding with a stranger 
across the prairie. Turning his head sud
denly-he was slightly ahead-he saw his 
companion m:1ke a suspicious motion to
wards his hip pocket. Without hesitation 
he drew his revolver and shot him. The 
stranger dropped like a log. The cowboy 
dismounted and looked at the body of the 
victim. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is Cln exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 1larket street'. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
rr.ode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com· 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republio of North America 

BY A CAPITAUST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, ancl he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi. 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig. 
orusly wrilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONAI.D. 

J, D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

H I wonder if he was really going to shoot \. -- . 

;>" h 1'1 . d "I'll" The. Bible, What ~s It? A. pamphlet contaming 
me. ~ so I oqUlze . see: eIght chapters m refutatIon of the assumption 

Turnmg the body over, he discovered a that the Bible is a divine bookof pure thought, 
flask of whiskey protruding from the \ an~ cO.rrect in all its utterances. l)ri.c~ 25 cents. 
pocket. Studies In Theology. A dear exposltion of the 

U Poor fellow!" he said in a tone of regret. I biblical story Ol man's creation and curse, theo. 
"I've killed an innocent man and a gentle- logically denominated Utht: fall." Price 10 

•. 'h cents,,_man at that. H ewasn tgomgtos ootme; I . . . . . 
he was going to invite me to have a drink. IThe DIVInity of Chr.lst. Sho\~mg tbat none. of the 

". .. passages of sCripture c1mmed to predIct the 
\~ell, he Sighed, drawmg hiS sleeve across coming of Chri~t has any reference to him. 
hiS mouth, "the last wishes of the deceased \. Price, 15 cents. Address 
shall be respected." 

The Ship Was Saved. 
! 

C( Captain," reported the officer, as he 
came up from below, pale with fear, "the 
water is gaining on us. We must lighten 
the ship! " 

With the presence of mind that dis
tinguishes the true hero from the craven in 
the hour of peril, the captain instantly 
called all hands on deck. 

"Men,,' he said, and his deep voice 
rang out, clear and strong, over the wild 
waste of waters that threatened to ingulf 
the stately vessel, " throw those things over
board !" 

The. sailors went to work with the en
ergy of despair. In less than an hour they 
had thrown over the side of the vessel the 
private baggage of a traveling actress and 
three fashionable cases belonging to a 
London dude, and the gallant ship, with 
her leak now high above the water, 
bounded on her course like a thing of life. 
Her commander had saved her. 

Itt 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

.....------------------------------------------- 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIELE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 

AMERICAN PARTY, 

A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, IO cents. Address 

PUTNAl't & l\IAcDoNA LD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Gi rard College Theology. 
An .Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam &. Macdonald. 


impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote" digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J. O. Scott, 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 8 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

• Unequaled in flllali ~ y and"priCe. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guaran tee. Order of \\'ETTSTEIN, who has b.::en established in the same town 
31 years; who i~ an expert in his lin'~ , and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Sih'cr case, $I1, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b~st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold cas.e, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, hO.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; cio., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for ho elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $21-; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hUl1tmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stcm wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. • 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25; 
do., worth $70, (or $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S:!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S:!lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3°
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 13est Violin Strings 	 .50 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple- plated Knives I.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $I; springs, $ I ; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For priccs of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see o_ther column of this paper. 

leA REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON,. , of Edinl!nrgh, Scot.
; a ~ra'lcate of thretl umv~rslllc", lIn(l retired after 50 years' prat;Llt-'e, he 

; • '.'he ,,,u,·io. I. l,rh'cl.,..1i In ':lIne, und ~uh' ul"lt'd to rt' 
_ t" Ilo:·it·ty. J.t .. nc,"v, 1It:II'U I "I:. and Tery In.tructlve.u 
16 the most popu-ar and comprehC!usive llook tr~util1g of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
~ ~~~:bl~ ~~e~~t:!Q:~ ~n::lI!iC;;I~: ~a!~~ ~~;: ru~~ I 
I nstructlve, practical preMentation of~'lIt:(lical Common Sent;(l" ruedi A 
Valuable 00 invnJidfl, lIhowing new mean~- by whleh t,:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors., lJhY~ldall!!. clergymen, crit·cs, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of subje<'Ui espeCiAlly import nt to young me N 
~ veryone who "wants to know, yuu kuow," will find itinterestlU 0 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEATURE j~t intr<?duccd, consists of a ~~.A NEW-

. , of beautiful ~·ulo.·NI onat~i 
lcal ~bnrt., in five colu guaranWt.'<l ~u.~rior to any~fore oift'red in a iN 
Will' pbYlliologicol book. a'::d rendering it Rjroin the mo';!t attractive and qui 

w":~~~r AGE N TS K~h~:;;~::,c:?Y;·f?~~I~l ~h'1c~~ttd~n~lIi1n ::0 
hours." Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. Scn<wor terms. • 

8I6-page Content" Tabl" of Plain Home Talk. ~\white anetFREE~lut' circular~ and \I. sample of Dr. Foote', Oeaun. M01l.Ullllo 

Standard EdItion, .3.~5 ~ Same print and ilJustrations, the

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUId binding. 


JllTBRAY WLL PITB. ~O•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\t.. lorl. 


Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation anu 

Development of the Canon. By Bronson C 
G.luger::.oll. Price, SO cents. Keeler. Price • .;o cents. • 

Verbal Slips. 

The verbal slips that a preacher or lec
turer inadvertently makes are often remem
bered long after every thought in his ad
dress has been forgotten. They are often 
laughably funny. 

A lecturer said: "I must beg -)'ou to 
give me your undivided attention; indeed, 
it is absolutely impossible that you could 
form a true idea of the hideous animal of 
which we are about to speak, unless you 
keep your eyes on me!" 

A certain preacher, discoursing upon Bun
yan and his works, caused a titter among his 
hearers by exclaiming: "In these days, my 
brethren, we want more Bunyans." 

Another clergyman, pleading earnes:h' 
with his parishioners for the construction of 
a cemetry for their parish, asked them to 
consider the "deplorable condition of 30 , 

000 Christian Englishmen living without 
Christian burial." 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

-:jets forth the merit's of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper,25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office 

-

A REGULAR EDUCATlm 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
thc mLst successtul (in his 

:~;i;lt~r~~e~i8 ¥J~ctiIfo~;~: 
treats all thoRe p~cllliar dis
eas~s of young and mirldl,,
aged men such as seminal 
weakness. impotency, &c., r .. · 
sultiug from indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, .• Private 
Counsellor," setting furth an 
external Applicatioll-

A PO~l'rIVE CURE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should btl 
read by the Y!lung for instruc
tion and the afflicted for l·tlhef. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelope/! used. The book spoken of sent 5~aled 

Address, DR. }{. P . FELLOV'S, VINELAND NEW JERSEY' 
tiay whero you saw this Advertisement. ' 

[From tht: Wa.~hington Na~i(Jnal View.] 
n~. Felluws. of VID~land, New Jersey offers his valuable 

servICes to all those In need of a kind sympathetic and 
skiJlf~1 physician. Similia.r a~vertiseme~ts from unreliable 
practitioners have been assaIled and exposed by the press
~ut,.Dr. Fell~ws, a specialist, in hiS line, stands foremost. 
ID In,8 profeSSIOn, and.the ~ncomiums showered UDon him 
pubh~ly as we~l .as In Private. are llattering evidences of
t!Ie hIgh all~reclatlO~ and ~ouf:ide~ce ~is long and Conscien
~IOUS dtlv~t1on to ~'s sptlcl~I~les ID hlil profession have 80 
Justly merited for hIm, and It 18 safe to trust him. 

A. 	 Testimonial. 
:WEST Ll-';JERTY, 0 ., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR. R. P; FELl.OWS-Dear SIl': The remedy you sent 
!s working lIke a cbarm. 1 110m completely surprised the wa. 
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been usiug it one ''reel 
a?d that weakness8, (semlDal weakness) Is coming out all 
nght. Yours respectfully, J . R. 

R~MA~Ks-Tb.e above is a fair sample of the hundreds 01 
testunoDials received from all parts of the United States 
fro~ youI!g. middl,j ·aged and e!derly men, SUffering from 
varIOus kmds of sexua~ ~mplamts, but who are now cured 
by m~ External Appllcatlpn, the greatest of all known 
remedIes for this class of dl~eases. As I am an out and-out 
Lib.eral I trust the Freetltinktlrs of the Land will give me 
~hel_r patronage, and nut waste their time and money on 
tJhristJ&n -doctot'b. DR. F~LLOWS. 
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The Shave Preferred. 

They sat within the parlor dim, 
And fretfully she said to him: 

" I wish, dear John, that you'd behave; 
If not, I wish that you would shave." 

The Millennium Foreshadowed 

\Vith rubber pavements, the usc of elec
tric cars, ·the abolition of the steam whistle 
in the city limits, the suppression of bell 
ringing in church towers, and the restric- \ 
tion of hucksters' cries, a city becomes far 
more inhabitable for well people and less 
intolerable for the sick. 

A Chestnut Indeed. 

" \Vhat was it," asked the Sunday-school 
teacher, "that fir:lt caused the downfall of 
man?" 

"The forbidden fruit," replied the class 
in concert. 

"That's right." 
"And now what kind of fruit was it?" 
There was a silent pause and then the 

offspring of a newspaper funny man spoke 

up: I d ' k h ' h b .,
" on t now w at It was ten, ut It S 

a chestnut now." 

A 1I1AN in a strange village reads a sign
"Ask your druggist for it"-reflects a mo
ment, and S1.ys with a grin: "Ah, I see-a 
prohibi:ion town." 

GOD IN THE' STATE, 
By E. A. Slevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

SABBATH IMPOSTURE.THE 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Shmdng that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws! either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

-_.------ ----- ------ 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

PIice, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PunL\~[ & l\L\CnOXAI.D. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the Address 

confessional. Price, $1.50 . CLARK BROS., ' 
Address this office. iP. O. Box 0, S,m Jacinto, Oal. 

THE LATEST F~t\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR....................................................$25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ..................................................... , .. 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C~.A.S. F. ::aU:Fl.Q..1\lI:..A.N".

TAILOR 
--101 FIFTH STREET 1.01.-

BUSINESS OFPIC'E,1.1. POWELL ST. 

SUPKRIN'I&!l.DKNT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny a.nd Sutt-er Sts. 

Telt:phone 1.950. 

A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Maue to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. 	 CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

OLAHK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 
. Specially. 

Have at Tht-ir Nurseries all Kinos of Fruit 

ano Ornamental Trees a.nd Vines. 


Orders Filled lind De1inred on Short Notice. 


Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 

lXBMSBURG's W'ORKS. 

False ClaIms. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ..,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
l<.eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Wa~hington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; ThefL and Robbery; Adultery and 
.1'roslitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Into1erance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 

. 	to Children; .Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcrart; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, fl. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking.- This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination or 
';unday Arguments; Origin of Christian !jab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian f'athers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Law" I p. i,'e. 2'; cents: 6 covies, $1. 

- WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church.
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

Tbe Catholio Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insanel Price, 10 cents. 



480 FREETHOUGHl.~. 

JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
~ OF IQFIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, l\'lr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504'Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S ""VVORI<s. \ ~n u~sa~~fa~~:ry Scholar. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $I. In five ~l1nday-school superintendent-:-" I am 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum-. pamed to learn that two of the lIttle boys 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," of the school have absented themselves to
and" Heretics and Heresies." day in order to go fishing. You wouldn't 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· go, would you, Master Norton?" 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, l\laster Norton-" No, sir." 
Woman, and Child," "Tile Declaration of In- Sunday-school superintendent-" Now,
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

u'Ihe Grant Banquet," "The l{~v. Alexander tell the rest of the scholars why you 

Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a wouldn't go fishing on Sunday." 

Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger- Master Norton-" 'Cause it's too cold 
solI." yet to catch anything." 

Some Mistakes of ~Moses. Paper, So cents; 
cloth, $1 25. II> Holed and Cornered. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
Wife--" I menJed the hole in your troucloth, $1 25. 

sers pocket last night after you had gone to
What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 25 bed, John, dear. Now, am I nota thought

c~nt~ 

ful little wife?" The Christian Relfgion. By R. G, Ingersoll, 
Junge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. Husband (dubiously)-U Well, er-ye-es, 
Fisher. I>aper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. you are thoughtful enough, my dear; but 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. how the mischief did you discover there 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. .. was a hole in my pocket?" 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi Too Muoh of a Good Thing. 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents ,. 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. Rev . .Mr. Russle-r

: I v~ succeeded III 

t' f Th P' ( th t convertmg every man m thIS camp except1_'VInd· lea.lOn 0 omas alne rom e a tac~s . C ' . 
of the New York Oburvn-. By Robert G. Img one. an t we together mfluence 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. Hook-Nose Sam to turn over a new leaf ?" 

A lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, G~awed Riley (the scout)-" Twouldn:t 
5 I.:euts. nOWIse do, parson. Why, we wouldn t 

C• 'I R' ht B'II La . have a soul left to swear at th' mules."Address on the IVI 10 8 I. rge sIze 
octavo, paper, 10 cents, 

JUSTICE is blind, but if you ve got the
Ingersoll's Lf'ctt:r.-s Complete. Eound in one money J'ou can see the blind. 

volume, contalll~ng over 1,300 pages. $5. 

PUTNAM'S "W"ORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was mad, 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative Itpark is \yithin him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind, Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
"' G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to !altt with 
the livn~ spirit of to.daY."-J'ohn Swiu/oll's
I'u-_ 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, anu stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. erA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The Ullivtru, 
San Frallciuo. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. llrice, 20 cents. HAs a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive. "-Dr. Foou's Heallh 
lI-Ionthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. PIice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.o It is well worth reading."-Boslo" 
Intustil'ator~ 

Prumbtll~uS ; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and proround emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. 111!Jl1'Y 
W. Bdlows. Q 

Gottlieb: His Life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I conress mvself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is; you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life beforc."-Elmina Drau .";'II/J;,.~. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by Putnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A D!ScuBsion between ,Gla.dstolle, Huxley, MulIe~, Linton 
~enlle on the Conthct between Genesis and GlloiUIDI'me. 50 ccuta. 
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SOMETHING is to be hoped for from Washington Territory in 
the way of a Secul~r constitution. The committee on the bill 
of rights recommends that appropriations of public moneys to 
religious bodies for any purpose whatever be forbidden. 

A SAN FRANCIS,CO parson has a.ddressed a long communication 
to the supervisors requesting them to suppress the blowing of 
locomotive whistles within the city limits. When the ministers 
cease ringing their noisy church bells the public will have greater 
confidence in the sincerity of their desire to relieve the city of 
nuisances. 

THE American Sabbath Union sent to the South Dakota 
Constitutional Convention a communication asking the delegates 
to insert in in the constitution a provision prot~cting and en
couraging Sabbath (Sunday) observance. The matter was referred 
to a special committee, which reported that the convention had 
no power to insert such a provision. 

THE Weekly Star says: "At a prison reform convention held in 
this city several years ago, the then chaplain at San Quentin 
stated that all but five of the prisoners had experienced religion 
in some form and were believers. In the same speech he re
marked that there were five inmates of that institution whom he 
was certain were innocent. One of the audience asked him if 
the five, who had not experienced religion, and the five of whose 
innocence he was certain, were the same individuals; and he re
plied that they were." 

THE messianic delusion which is the foundation of Christianity 
has recently broken out in Georgia .. Two negroes, each claiming 
to be a reincarnation of the deity, have been preaching among 
the ignorant blacks of Liberty county. One was shortly placed 
in an insane asylum, but the other, a man named James, secured 
hundreds of followers. He teaches the idea of human sacrifice. 
A dispatch from Savannah dated July 25 says: "Not only is paper 
money torn up and silver strewn broadcast, but human blood is 
now demanded as a sacrifice, a result of the story about Abraham 
offering np Isaac, told on Sunday. The four-year-old boy of 
Laura Roberts was taken by fanatics, who C{OSS-cut his forehead 
and breast. His throat was cut and his ears split, the body then 

being thrown in a pond. The mother was a party to the butchery. 
She is a devoted follower of James, and accepted his orders for 
the sacrifice as of divine origin." Tragedies like this are exactly 
what might be expected from the doctrine taught; and the doc
trine will continue to be taught as long as fools enough can be 
found to pay knaves for preaching it. 

THE latest sensation from Rome is conveyed in the statement 
that" the Vatican and the Quirinal are doubly guarded owing to 
information of a plot to blow up both with dynamite. It is 
rumored that the departure of the pope will be forcibly resisted, 
and that the government's secret police watch the exits of the 
Vatican." This dispatch is probably about as true as one-half 
that come from the Vatican nowadays. The pope is an artful 
advertiser, and knows how to keep himself before the public as 
well as does the average actress who is robbed, assaulted, or' 
divorced every six weeks. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Frl.'!ethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, August 4, at 8 o'clock. Jerome A. Anderson, M. D., 
will lecture on "Good and Evil." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

I rather thought there would not be many out on Tuesday 
evening, July 16, at Stella, on account of the disappointment of 
the previous day. But they came, nevertheless, from quite a dis
tance about, and the hall was well filled. Friend Kittering was 
present from Ranier, and brought good news of the work going 
on there. The ground has been broken, and the flag flies. Over 
from Tryon's, eight miles away, a faithful host came, although 
they had made the journey the night before in vain. Theyat
tended the three nights-Dr. and l\irs. S. H. Tryon, 1\1rs. Jennie 
Vase Graham, her father Mr. Vase, and Henry Boggess. They 
had to row over, and besides there were two or three miles of 
travel by land. Dr. Tryon lives about half-way up to heaven. I 
hope to visit him and the rest of these undaunted allies somc
time, and I guess that wiII be about as near as I will eYer get to 
the Celcstial City. 

H. Lawson and sons and family give the usual good cheer to 
the Secular pilgrim, and here, if anywhere, the star of freedom 
shines. On the porch we sit, and behold the broad river spark
ling in the sun like a winding lake, the wooded shores and shaggy 
islands. These make a delightful and ever-varying picture as 
the gorgeous days of sunshine go sweeping on. Friend Scharn
horst is with us, who has been my companion through many 
travels in this watery world, and as long as he lives he is bound 
to keep to the front. To vary my boat-ride experiences, friend 
Lawson provided a ride on horseback, and up into the vast 
woods we go, climb the hil1s, and canter to the residence of W. 

http:Second-cla.ss
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M. Anderson.' He is so immersed in reading FREETHOUGHT that 
he does not notice our approach. We soon make ourselves 
known. Anderson has been in the country for nearly forty years, 
and has done a wonderful amount of work in clearing off the 
primeval forest. I went down to the logging-camp. The way 
the logs go into the river after they get started reminds one of 
sheol. I was tempted to take a ride on these bounding chariots, 
but concluded that I had not backbone enough for such a flying 
trip. If one could stand it, however, it would be an exceedingly 
fa£cinating journey, and the final immersion. in the Columbia, 
would be such a: royal"baptism that probably every sin would be 
washed away. 

The attendance on the second evening was much larger than 
on the first, and in spite of the temporary disappointment a 
victory has been scored. I shall be here in October and give 
another lecture, and shall also lecture at Ranier and vicinity. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. S.Howard are on the roll stilI, and with 
heart and hand" make freedom's glorious way." 

J\'[r. and Mrs. Herring will pass muster at the judgment seat 
for good works if not for faith. \Vhen I landed in the silent 
midnight I found a rest and welcome in their hospitable home. 

John Deneui, friend Parsons, and others are of our ranks also. 
Stella, star of Columbia, shines with hope and promise. 

Thursday mornin~ I again speed over the ~ighty river as if 
through a palace fair. ttl 

Kittering is with me as far as Cedar Landing, and here I 
strike comrade Lawrence, a veteran of the Mexican war, who 
struck the Oregon shore many a long year ago, and battled with 
the wilderness. He lives like Diogenes in philosophic leisure, 
and takes nature at first-hand. 

Anderson was with me to Portland, and the Secular pilgrim 
found him a jovial companion, who knows how to mingle hard 
work with play, and understands the religion of good things. 

At evening I go to Oswego, a kind of a little Pittsburg, on the 
banks of Willamette about eight miles from Portland. There 
are factories here, and huge volumes of smoke roll over the 
town. Miss Elva Davidson and Edgar L. Davidson meet me at 
the station, and pilot me to the school-house, which is a some
what dingy-looking temple of learning, in the midst of a beauti
ful grove. The Christians kicked vigorously because the Infidel 
was allowed to lecture here. They think they own the school
house, and that it is for their special benefit. The minister in 
his Sunday's sermon expressed his deep sorrow that there was to 
be a~ " Infiddle " lecturer in the place. ." Infiddle" is what the 
Christians now call us. Infidel has got to be so respectable a 
term that the "fiddle" is now resorted to. \VelI, there will be 
plenty of music in that for orthodoxy. 

I gave the ,first Freethought lectures in Oswego. The au
diences were not large, but faithful work has been done, and I 
believe that there will be progress in spite of the smoke and 

.9.htistianity that now prevails. Oswego is in a somewhat germinal 
state. It has not yet been fully born. It is a straggling com
munity, and has a seedy look. But these seeds may sprout. 
There are fine possibilities, and a handsome city may here adorn 
the banks of the Willamette. Therefore the field is worth culti
vating. The country round about is excellent, with good farming 
and fruit lands, and delightful views of wood and dale, and 
mountains and lakes. It is a charming place for suburban villas. 
Undoubtedly as Portland grows there will be elegant residences 
here. Miss Elva Davidson is our champion worker at Oswego. 
She went to an Infidel lecture when she was only fifteen months 

·old, and took it all in:, and has been in the front rank ever since. 
She has made 03wego wheel into line, which has been no easy 
task. When )outh thus gives its splendid enthusiasm to Liberty 
what an advance will he made. Miss Davidson is one of our 
youngest laborers in the field, but the work accomplished is 
worthy of a veteran. With such allies the future brightens to a 
glowing day. 

Her grandfather, J. C. Davidson, has lived here for many 
years, and now there is quite a colony of the Dayidsons-father 
and sons, grandsons and granddaughters, all in the army of Free
thought. I enjoyed a delightful visit 'on the farm, where the 
harvest is in full glow and the days are brilliant. IVfr. Davidson 
has sold seven thousand pounds of cherries this year, and they 
have been shipped as far as Chica~o. They are the lovelie~t 

cherries I have tasted, and are worthy of paradise itself. If 
Mother Eve had only eaten these cherries instead of the apple, 
the human race might have been in a state of innosence yet. 
Mr. H: Gans introduced me at the meetings, and is not afraid to 
stand by his colors. He sells goods, and gives a dollar's worth 
for a dollar, but he doesn't propose to sell his principles. 

Mr. S. C. Brow~ is one of our generous supporters here. He 
is a student of nature, in the broad sense, as well as in the sense 
of trying to discover and apply her curative qualities. He does 
not propose to be a" medicine man" after the old-fashioned 
theological standard, but in the glory of science. Facts, not 
fancies, are beneficial to both mind and body. • 

John Boles, John Confer, Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, H. S. 
Carter, etc., are among our friends in Oswego and vicinity, al
ways ready to give the hand of welcome, and aid the cause. 

D. Priestley, of Milwaukee, was also present, and joins the 
list of FREETHOUGHT. He reports some life in his neighborhood 
and chances for work in the future. He is ready to do his level 
best. 

Oswego is by no means' at the foot of the column, although 
the Christians have hitherto had the field to themselves. The 
pulse of progress is here, and the river flowing to the sea 

. promises that humanity shall sometime reach the open ocean of 
unbounded truth. 

Early on Saturday Morning we arise with the sun, and over 
the rugged hills find our way to Oregon City, where in the morn
ing ray's leaps and flashes the glorious cataract-a mine of 
wealth, whose white ba.nners are being translated into' electric 
waves that shall roll onward the wheels of industry with radiant 
pulse. 

The golden afternoon finds me at Shedd's, and B. F. Hyland, 
of Corvallis, and Herman Arnold, are at the station. We drive 
over to Arnold's ranch, and rest until evening. We meet in the 
school-house, and a pretty good. number are present. This is 
the first Freethought lecture that the majority of the audience 
had ever listened to, and they paid good attention . 

In the morning and afternoon of Sunday we hold our meetings 
in the grove. This was called Thompson's grove when the 
Methodists held their camp-meetings here, but now it shall be 
called Arnold's grove, for Arnold has bought the farm, and 
captured the grove. It is said that Thompson was driven into 
bankruptcy by having to supply too many clergymen with yellow
legged chickens at the camp-meetings. Now it will be a Free
thought temple, and the chickens will not flutter,and all the 
remnant that is now found of the Methodist gatherings is an 
empty box marked "Hop Bitters." I believe this is the Prohibi
tion drink, "for the ~toma<:h's sCl:ke~" The grove· is a lovely 
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place. The sunlight mingles with the overhanging branches, 
and verdant roof and walls sparkle as if a thousand jewels were 
hung on the swaying leaves. Softly sing the innumerable branches, 
and the shadows dance on the bright, brown floor. The mossy 
pillars forming delightful arcades gleam in infinite variety. Na
ture's sweet spirit reigns in this spot, and humanity finds not 
"the dim religious light," but the richness and pomp oLa living 
world amid delicious scenes. The meetings have been well at
tended. In the afternoon quite a large number were present 
f rom a distance, from Brownsville, Corvallis,· etc. A beginning 
has been made which is quite auspicious. The busy harvest 
s:!J.son prcvente1 many from coming. The ball has been started, 
however, and it will keep on. The future is before us, and 
Arnold's grove will soon be known as of the most pleasant 
r .:ndezvous of the Liberal ho::;t. Music and dancing will mingle 
next time with the more solid feature of the occasion. Arnold's 
grove is christened for freedom and for progress. In the morn
ing I spoke upon the It Demands of Liberalism," and in the 
afternoon on "The Constructive Methods of ·Freethought." I 
could not ask for more attentive listeners than I found under 
this bright forest canopy. 

Friend Arnold is one of our most vigorous campaigners, and 
Mrs. Arnold and all the family are stalwart Liberals. He is in 
possession of a noble farm-a naIf section, radiant with fruit
trees, groves, fields of grain. vines and flowers. He came to this 
country about two years ago, and people begin to find out that 
he has brought some new ideas with him. This is the first time 
Freethought has ever had a show about here. It has come to 
stay, and Arnold will keep the flag above the cross. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hyland join us from Corvallis; also Mr. Harvey 
Sargent and wife and children, and they aU make a bright com
pany. Corvallis is bound to keep on the move. Friend Hyland 
put Lambertson Brothers on the list of FREETHOUGHT, for which 
our thanks are due. He keeps the papers and the books on the 
go, and I never meet him but he buys something, and puts it on 
the round of missionary work. 

l\fr. John Cushman and B. S. Martin, of Brownsville, report 
progress from their post, and I expect to be there sometime in 
October. The work brightens, the field broadens. Onward 
for Coos county now. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

July 21, 1889. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

. OLnIPIA, \V. T., July 22, 1889.-The judicial artic1e of the 
new constitution is completed, and the lawyers in the convention 
smile at their success in providing for seventeen judges with good 
salaries. They· insisted that only a high order of talent could be 
had by fixing salaries which would tempt lawyers of eminence 
to become candidates. They sneered at laymen, and at the 
statutes the:c had passed,·anJ some expressed a supreme contempt 
for jUitice3 of the peace. It is a fact, however, that the lawyers 
in the late legislatures have composed the judiciary committees, 
and have had before them nearly every bill that has become a 
law. If they are full of faults the legal profession is to blame. 
But the lawyers, with singular inconsistency, have provided for 
the removal of judges by joint resolution of the legislature, which 
is not likely to have a majority of lawyers in its membership. 
The original draft of the section provided for such summary re
moval without notice to the judge, or a hearing on the charges 
against him. This was a glaring travesty on justice, perfected by 
tl,ljrt~en em,inem l.a.wyers who eulogized their profession. A 

plain business man, a pioneer, and a Liberal-Edward Eldridge 
-who believed that every man should have a fair hearing, moved 
to amend by adding that no such officer should be removed un
til he had been served with a copy of the charges aO'ainst him 

. 0 

and had been heard in his own behalf; and this amendment saveJ 
the reputation of the convention. 

The convention will probably submit no separate article on 
prohibition. What they will do in regard to woman suffrage is 
still uncertain. Combinations and trades seem to be on foot· 
and aU interests in the line of progress may be trampled. upon t~ 

. subserve the ambition of those who are parcelling out the offices 
of the incoming state. 

Yesterday Rabbi Levy, of Oakland, California, spoke in the 
Unitarian church at Tacoma. The pastor of the church, Mr. W. 
E. Copeland, stated, in giving the notices, that he had been re
quested to call for signatures to a petition for exemption of 
church property from taxation. He said that so far from askinrr 

tl 

people to sign it, he would ask them to petition for the taxation 
of church property. This called out hearty applause, and at its 
close Rabbi Levy said: "Let the church and the state be wholly 
divorced;" a sentence which was roundly applauded. To:dav 
the petition of that congregation of Hebrews and Unitarians ask
ing for the taxation of church property on the same basis that 
private property is taxed was presented to the convention and rc
ferred to the committee on revenue. This i~ a grand step in the 
right direction. Tax all private property, secular and religious. 
Lift the burden of taxation only from public property used for 
public purposes. Let your churches, your hospitals, Young 
Men's Christian Association pa1aces, private colleges, and the 
·edifices belonging to private orders-evcn if a so-called bcnevo

. lent order-pay taxes according to value for the support of the 
government. This is equality. This is justice. \V. S. BUSH. 

PRACTICAL EXEMPTION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 

California is rightly called the most Liberal and scchlar state 
in the Union. It has no Sunday law, and no law exempting 
church property from taxation. Np.vertheless in San Francisco 
churches are practically exempt. The Weekly Star calls atten
tion to a statement in Thomas l\lagee's Real Estate Circular for 
April, 1887, which gives a list of the churches in this city, their 
respective assessed valuations, and the taxes paid during the pre
ceding year. The aggregate valuation was $1,791,875, and the 
aggregate of taxes paid was $28,147.28 . 

The above valuation is made upon the theory that only the 
land occupied by church buildings should be taxed, since the 
buildings are of no value for other purposes. The same plea 
might be made in behalf of theatres, electric light plants, 
breweries, and ice factories, but we will let it pass, for the Real 
Estate Circular admits that the saleable val~e of the property is 
at least three times greater than its assessed value, or nearly 

$5,500,000. 

So it seems that San Francisco has not much to boast of after 
all in the way of impartial taxation. 

FREETHOUGHT has to pay taxes on every dollar's worth of property 
in its possession and every cent of money in the till. It is not 
exempt to the value of a ten-cent pamphlp.t. The editors, even, 
must pay two dollars per annum for the privilege of enjoying the 
climate. We pay this with such cheerfulness as we can com- ' 
mand, but we would like to know if there is a clergyman in 
the city who can show a poll-tax receipt like the ones posted on 
the walls of this office. 

http:28,147.28
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There is great complaint of a shortage of public funds in San 
Francisco. The city can~ot afford to pave its streets decently, 
and it has no money wherewith to remunerate its school
teachers, who must either wait a long time for their payor get 
their orders cashed by Shylocks at a large discount. Meanwhile 
the church property of the city is " shy" about $60,000 per an
num on its taxes. If there is a. Christian in the world who can 
defend the justice of this sort of thing, we would like to know 
how he does it. 

THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBERAL UNION. 

It is perhaps time for the Liberals of California to be looking 
rorward to the next Convention of the State Liberal Union, which 
will doubtless be called in January, 1890. There has as yet been 
no strong effort made to raise the funds necessary for carrying on 
the work of the Union, but some contributions have been made. 
Treasurer Schou reports the following receipts and expenditures. 
The names of donors are given so that if any omissions have 
been ~ade they may be corrected. Items of expenditure will 
be presented in the treasurer's report to the congress. 

RECIEPTS. 
Jan. 29, 1889, Philip Cowen, $5.00 

" " " A. H. Schou .. 2.50 
Mar.6, Henry Kaiser, 1.00 

"" L. R. Titus... 2.00 

" " 
,," 

" A. Derming ... 
F. Butler..... 

1.00 
1.00 

,," SamosParsons, 10.00 

Apr. 3 R. H. Grigsby, 5.00 

" " " L, R. Titus ... 2.00 
"cc D. Macdonald, 3.00 

" 
9 
" 

" 
" 

'V. H. Pepper, 5.00 

J. W. North .. 10.00 
" " " J. M. Smith ... 1.00 $53.50 

,." San Jose Union 5.00 Expenditures as pervoucher~, 46.65 

Total, $53.50 Balance in Treasury, ..•.$6.85 
A. H. SCHOU, Treasurer. 

To the Liberals oj' California: 
The report of the treasurer of the California State Liberal 

Unio!! indicates a spreading interest in the organized work of 
Liberalism. It was voted at the State Convention to raise one 
thousand dollars for the work. This probably will not be raised 
directly. Many lectures have been given throughout the state; 
the main object of which has been the advancement of the 
Union. The expenses of these lectures have been paid by local 
contributions and the money thus used practically for the purposes 
of the Union has not been placed directly into the treasury, and 
could not be, under the circumstances, without an amount of 
tape-work worse than useless. It might be said, therefore, that 
indirectly several hundred dollars have been raised for the Union. 
But there should be a general fund of at least two or three 
hundred dollars in the hands of the directors of the Union for 
campaign work. The whole state of California should be organ
ized. The Liberals of every locality should be brought into the 
ranks and their influence placed on the side of Secularism. At 
present only those places can be visited where the community 
itself pays the expenses of the lectures, but in the organization of 
the state many places must be visited where the expenses cannot 
be paid wholly by the resident Liberals. In this case the general 
fund can aid. In this way all the Liberals of the state can help 
push forward the work in every part of the state. This is the 
object of a fund in the hands of the directors of the Union. 

'What is wanted mainly is an advertising fund. Moody and 
Sam Jones draw large crowds because they advertise effectively. 
If Liberals could do the same amount of advertisin~ they would 

meet with the same success. Not having the funds they cannot 
do it. If fifty or a hundred dollars could be spent in advertising 
lectures at im portant places a permanent interest would be created 
which would render little advertising after that necessary. This 
lack of means to reach the masses might be supplied by the 
directors of the Union through a general fund. 

It is hoped that Liberals who have a dollar or two to spare 
will plac~ it in the hands of the treasurer of the Union. During 
the next four months the campaign will be carried on mainly in 
Oregon and Washington. November next the ",inter campaign 
will begin in California. If, in addition to local eifort, the Lib
eral Union could join forces with a fund of two or three hundred 
dollars, so that pamphlets and documents might be distributed
and the work at various points be thoroughly advertised, e.specially 
in the local newspapers-a much greater result would be attained. 
By concentrating a little money in the hands of the directors of 
the Union it can be more advantageously used than by purely 
individual enterprise. The. object of the Union is not to take 
.the place of any individual or local effort, but to supplement that 
effort. It is hoped that in the early fall the amount required 
will be in the hands of the Union for this kind of assistance. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 

President California State Liberal Union. 

THE following paragraph from 'an interview with the Rev. 
Matteo Prochet, of the Waldensian church of Italy, gives an idea 
of the size of the Bruno demonstration at Rome on June 9, and 
also of the way the people of Italy regard the pope. It is printed 
in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat. :Mr. Proch~t says: 

" The Italian people as a whole are opposed to the pretensions of the 
pope.· The best practical illustration of this, perhaps, can be noted by 
speaking of the 9th of June last; the occasion of the inauguration of thc 
statue of Giordano Bruno (who was a philosopher and was burned by 
order of one of the popes). In the procession. were some nineteen hundred 
banners, representing as many different corporations [municipalities], 
and over o1}e hundred bands from as many different places throughout 

. the kingdom. The Italian press unite in saying that the number of p~o
pIe in Rome on that occasion was greater than for many, many years. 
These people were assembled thele to witness the unveiling of that statue, 
and while those ceremonies were in progress the present pope was shut 
up in his palace, which was surrounded by his guards. An editor, in 
commenting on this, said: 'For once in my life I have spent a whole day 
in Rome without seeing a priest.' And why was it so? Not in my words 
but in theirs, 'because they were afraid of the people.' Now what of 
the king? In a plain suit of clothes and driving his own team he circu. 
lated among the great throng, cheered and admired." 

There is more Freethought, evidently, in· Italy than in America, 
In this country an anti-Catholic demonstration would be con.. 
sidered colossal if participated in by a thousand persons, and no 
public man, much less a president, would have the moral courage 
tq show his face on such an occasion .. 

DR. FOOTE'S Health Monthly states that in Ireland,the clergy 
are petitioning that the traffic in ether be restricted, as it is being 
used there like alcohol, as an intoxicant. It seems, therefore, 
that if the Prohibitionists anywhere succeed in doing away with 
the manufacture and sale of alcohol, they will at once have to 
make the fight over again against such narcotics as ether, opium, 
and numerous other drugs. 

ABOUT twenty progressive people of San Jose have organized 
a Nationalist Club. The present Nationalist movement is founded 
on the interest in political reform awakened by Edward Bellamy's 
book, "Looking Backward." 
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AN orthodox journal called the" Presbyterian" makes these 
remarks about the demonstration at the unveiling of the Bruno 
monument at Rome: 

"The half Infidel and wholly radical mob made the streets of the an
cient city resound with cries for' liberty,' and the -shoutings from afar 
must have entered into the ears of the dwellers of the Vatican. The 
time must have been one of sore trial to the followers of the pope and to 
the office of Inquisition, which still maintains a shadowy existence. It 
does not promise much for the genuine religion of Jesus Christ, but it was 
a disastrous day for the pretensions of the church which for centuries 
was dominant in the city of Rome." 

It is well enough for the Presbyterians to crow now over the dis
comfiture of the pope; but some day the Freethinkers may erect 
a monument to Michael Servetus whom Calvin, the founder of 
Presbyterianism, murdered at Geneva. Then it will..not be the 
Pre~byterian's turn to exult. 

THERE is a reign of terror among London booksellers. As a 
result of the imprisonment of Vizetelly for the publication of 
Zola's translations his nrm has suppressed Henri Murger's famous 
work, and Chato & Windus have burned all their remaining stock 
of" Boccaccio," II Rabelais," and other medireval classics. The 
so-called Vigilance Society, elated by this testimony to the scare 
it has created, is suspected of now considering a crusade against 
a well-known edition of the early English dramatists. There are 
some early Jewish records known as the scriptures which the 
Vigilance Society might turn its attention to when all milder 
forms of indecency have been wppressed. 

IN his letter from O"egon two weeks ago Professor Seymour 
mentioned the Rev. Mr. Bateman as having refused to allow his 
phrenological bumps to be examined. The professor surmised 
that the reverend gentleman knew his own faults and did not care 
to have them set forth in public, particularly those of a social 
nature, and the guess proves to be a close one. The Reverend 
Bateman was shortly. afterward detected in adulterous relations 
with a married woman at Iowa Slough, and the neighborhood 
has grown too hot for him. The Bandon Recorder of July 20 

tells the whole story. 

HIS barbaric highness, the shah of Persia, now on a visit to 
London, receives no end of Bibles as gifts, and his daily mail is 
always largely composed of tracts intended to convert him from 
Mohammedanism. The proselyters are not greatly encouraged 
by a Liverpool clergyman who, on the Sunday of the Persian 
monarch's visit to that city, preached a sermon in which he said 
that Mohammedans were singularly free from the vices of drink· 
ing and gambling, and regretted that the Prince of Wales had 
led the shah out of the paths of virtue by showing him how to 
bet at the racetracks. 

-------------.-----------------
THE celebrated Concord (Mass.) School of Philosophy is no 

more. Its .last sessions were held in the summer of 1887, and 
though there has been no formal disbanding, the leaders agree 
in stating that there will no more meetings. Many of the emi
nent speakers who were conspicuous in its foundation are dead, 
and no others can be found to fill their places. The institution was 
~~lhool of metaphysics more than of philosophy, but it served 
a good purpose as an educator, and we are sorry to hear of its 
demise. 

DAVID LATfIN, a brutal murderer and thief who now lies in 
the jail at Tacoma, was for five year! a member of the Young 
l\1en's Christian Associcttion at Spokane Falls. 

A CHRIsTIAN journal called" Forward," published in Philadel
phia, makes th~ statement that tI the building erected by Boston 
Infidels as a memorial of Tom Paine has been converted into a 
house of worship." This assertion is well known to be false, but 
it has its ground-work in the fact that Paine Hall was once leased 
to a religious body known as the II Day-star Baptist Society," 
which, after occupying it for some time, finally left the pbce 
owing over $300 for rent! To rent Paine Hall for religious 
purposes is a rare exhibition of liberality on the part of its man
agers, but prudence would seem to dictate that they take their 
pay in advance. 

THE average religious editor talks nonsense. The editor of 
the Presbyterian, for instance, says that" the Agnostic who is 
opposed to a raid upon the Bible Society" is "an amusing speci
men," thereby implying that the majority of Agnostics wish to 
suppress by force the circulation of the Bible. Just the contrary 
is true. Agnostics wish people to read the Bible, or such parts 
of it as are not indecent, and then, after comparing its statements 
with facts and with one another, decide for themselves whether 
or not it is the word of God. This is the very process that results 
in Agnosticism. 

THE Waseca, Minn., Chautauquans have begun an action 
against the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage for $1,500 damages for failure 
to lecture before them last year as per contract. Talmage was 
in St. Paul July 28 and the Chautauquans took advantage of it to 
get service on him. It is told of Talmage that once in a fit of 
absent-mindedness he went to Baltimore to deliver a lecture when 
he had no engagement there. Perhaps he wilJ plead the absent
minded act in the present instance. 

THE defection of Mrs. Annie Besant from Atheism to Theoso .. 
phy is regarded by Mr. G. W. Foote, editor of the Freethinker, 
as of sufficient importance to be treated of in a pamphlet, which 
he has written and published, entitled" Mrs. Besant's Theosophy." 
We regard the incident more in sorrow than in anger. As 
Ingersoll says, It is touching when the learned and wise crawl H 

back in cribs and ask to hear the rhymes and fable~ once again! b 

THERE will be a meeting at the Free Library room, 841 Mar
ket street, on Thursday evening, August 8, 1889, for the purpose 
of discussing a system of co-operation elaborated and clearly 
outlined by Hon. John A. Collins. All who are interested in 
this important subject are earnestly invited to attend. Mr. Col
lins' will be present and take pleasure in explaining this system, 
to which he has devoted much study and thought. 

A CI~CINNATl judge, in the case of a man arrested for selling 
ice-cream on Sunday, has decided that the law was not broken, 
as the use of ice-cream had grown to such an extent that it could 
easily be regarded as a necessity. The defendant was therefore 
acquitted. Thus another act is added to the Sunday-law comedy. 

THE Rev. 1\Ir. Harcourt charges that Mr. John Swett, late prin
cipa? of the Girls' High School in this city, has been driven out 
of his position by the Roman hierarchy. We hope Dr. Harcourt 
will follow up the lead and expose the methods by which Rome 
controls our public school appointments. 

VIKTOR E. LENNSTRAND, the Swedish Freethought lecturer, has' 
been sentenced to six months' imprisonment, three months at 
Stockholm and three at Malmo, for the offen$e of publicly 
speaking at those places against Christianity. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

I desire to thank "Saladin," editor of the London Agnostic 
Journal, for his good words in his issue of July 6; and in order 
that the reader may see how much reason I have to be grateful 
I will quote what he says: 

The Macdonald who was the father of our friend, E. M. Macdonald, 
of the New York Truth Seeker, and of G. E. Macdonald of the San 
Francisco FREETHOUGHT, was, under the Federal flag, killed in the bat. 
tle of Bull Run. If, in some other world, his shade take interest in the 
affairs of this, he will feel proud of his sons, Eugene and George, who, 
though in their boyhood they had their father "stretched upon a bloody 
bier," have, two orphan boys, lived to attain to position and usefulnelis, 
and, in the vanguard of the human race, to carry forward a flag nobler 
than that under which their. fathe-r died. I have long descried through 
the writings of the two brothers that they have heart as well as head; 
and, although the best qualities of both heart and head are necessary in 
the leaders of the world's forlorn hope, the latter can be dispensed with 
rather than the former. The last anniversary of the battle of BuB Run 
came round, and, away amid" California's pathless world of woods," 
the memory of the younger of the Macdonald brothers reverted to that 
gory struggle twenty.eight years ago, which, whatever its national 
significance) threw him upon the world as an orphan boy; and he com· 
posed the following elegiac lines, touching in their artless simplicity, 
and possessed of a literary excellence which makes us regret that the 
Freethought journalist has duties so exacting that they prevent the 
lyrical poet's more frequent communings with his lyre. 

The lines referred to are those published under the head of 
It May 30" in FREETHOUGHT of June I. The battle of Bull Run. 
at which Henry Macdonald lost his life, was fought August 28, 
1862, and the recurrence of Decoration Day, May 30, recalled 
that event. A monument standing in Sullivan, Cheshire count", 
New Hampshire, bears this inscription: ' 

HENRY MACDONALD, 

of the 6th Regt. 


Instantly killed in the Second battle of Bull Run, 

August 28, 1862. Aged 35 years. 


Buried on the battlefield. 


The monument is a humble one, and it stands in an obscure 
place, but the men whose names and deeds it records houg-ht 
their little meed of f~me at so high-a price that they will not be 
overrewarded if occasionally we tell the story how they fell. 

The Misses Haelke, of Oakland, opened the last meeting of 
the San Francisco. Freethought Society with a gorgeous zither 
duet, and won the heartiest applause that has been heard in the 
hall since the present organization has occupied it. The attend
ance was large, all the chairs being fill ed; a late-comer sat 
picturesquely in a window, and three or four tried to enjoy the 
proceedings by putting their heads in at the door. 

Herr Gottlieb Lemme presided fluently, introducing the speaker 
of the evening, Mr. C. F. Burgman, who discoursed on "Co
operative Liberalism." Mr. Burgman looked slightly clerical, 
and spoke rather solemnly than otherwise, but his voice had the 
ring of earnestness in it, and no one could doubt that he believed 
every word he said. The speaker opened with the remark that 
he had never before stood in the church of the Freethinkers. 
His audience might not agree with him, but he hoped to interest 
them in his subject. He had observed that the question of the 
existence of a God had occupied their attention at a previous 
meeting. With regard to that matter he would say that he did 
not accept the God of orthodoxy, for he did not believe that there 
was evil enough in the universe to justify the everlasting punish
ment of a single human being. If, however, by the word God 
was meant the force in nature whlch produced all the phenomena 
we behold, then he believed in it, and thought there was a pur
pose in everything. Superstition, the speaker held, was an effect, 
the cause being poverty and oppression. A poorly-fed, o¥er
worked person could not be expected to have clear and healthy 
thoughts. Mr. Burgman attacked the land monopoly vigorously; 
also the monopoly of coal fields, and recommended that the 
government should own both. While there was land enough in 
the country for all and plenty of work waiting to be done, there 
ought not to be a tramp in existence. He believed that Christian 
Socialism was a move in the right direction, and invited Liberals 
to co-operate with the Eastern clergymen who are endeavoring 
to revive the economical teachings of Christ and to put them in 
practice. 

Mr. Schou made his monthly report as treasurer. The society 
began the month fifteen dollars behind, but had gained on the 
debt, and a collection which he proposed to take up would un
doubtedly square the account. The collection that followed justi
fied Mr. Schou's anticipations, and proceedings were resumed. 

Dr. O'Brock objected to Christian Socialism, or any other re
ligious form of government. Socialism, or science, was for the 
the people and happiness, while religion is for the priests and 
superstition. The Eastern clergymen who profebsed Socialism 
were merely hypocrites. ·The church's charity is the bones which 
she throws to the dogs. Dr. O'Brock speaks with the best in
tentions, but he failed to get his voice naturalized when he tcok 
out his papers, and still retains a strong alien accent. 

Professor Miller complimented the lecturer as a man having 
the courage of his convictions. He took the ground that people 
who found fault with the government were growling at themselves, 
since they made it. If they desired anything it was their own 
fault if they did not get it. They must know, first, what they 
want; second, how to obtain it; and then have the resolution to 
accomplish the oLject sought for. 

A stranger arose and inquired if this was anybody's meeting, 
and being assured by the Chair that the floor was open, proceeded 
to say that men did not combine for a specified purpose because 
they were reasonable beings. Bees, having instinct only, can 
work together harmoniously, but if they should stop to reason on 
the matter they would kick. One would make round celis, an
other would think square ones better, and so forth. The speaker 
believed, however, that the same reasoning power which led to 
diversity would ultimately bring about harmony when sufficiently 
enlightened. . 

The next speaker was a lady who announced that this was. the 
era of woman, and that the wrongs under which the race suffers 
would not be righted until the ballot was wielded by female 
hands. 

In closing the discussion Mr. Burgman replied briefly to Dr. 
O'Brock, who, he thought, had erred in confounding modern 
Christianity with the doctrine taught by Christ, \vhereas there was 
no similarity between them. Christ would probably take the 
Congregational church on the corner of Post and Powell streets 
and saw it up into cottages for poor people. Mr. Burgman in
dorsed the remarks of the lady who had preceded him. Women 
should have the suffrage and all other rights enjoyed by men. 

At the next meeting Dr. Jerome A. Anderson will speak on 
the subject of "Good and Evil." The other lectures for August 
are as follows: Aug. I I, "The American House of Lords," by 
R. Guy McClellan, Esq.; 'Aug. 18, "Our Common Foe," bv W. 
O. Howe; Aug. 25. "Truth, with Some Remarks About Lies," 
by the Hon. F. B: Perkins. 

The Idaho Constitutional Conventibnadoped a pream ble com
mencing with the words, Grateful to Almighty God," etc., and H 

a member who wanted the phrase left out was, according to the 
dispatches, well sat down on by the intelligent members of the 
convention. Of course, to religious persons, some incantation 
is necessary to every public document, as the cocktail is necessary 
to the toper before breakfast, but why should they dismiss the 
almighty with so few words? Our Connecticut forefathers, who 
bought their rum by the gallon, gave their constitution a good 
pious send-off. It was in the year of grace 1638 that the follow
ing able language first saw the light.: The delegates to Con
necticut's Constitutional Convention preambled thus: 

Fforasmllch as it hath pleased the Almighty God, by the wise disposi. 
tion of his providence, so to order and dispose of things, that we the In. 
habitants and residents of\Vindsor, Hartford, and Weathersfeild,' are now 
cohabiting and dwelling in and uppon the river of Connecticutt and the 
lands thereunto adjoining, and well knowing when a people are 'gather~d 
together, the word of God requires, that to meinteine the peace and 
union of such a people, there should bee an orderly and decent gove...<, 
ment established according to God, to order and dispose of the affaires of 
the people at all seasons, as occassion shall require; doe therefore as. 
sociate and conjoine ourselves to bee as one publiqlle state or common. 
wealth; and doe for ourselves aud our successors, and such as shall bee 
adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into combination and con. 
federation together to meinteine and preserve the libberty and purity of 
the Gospell of our Lord Jesus, which we now profess, as also the dici. 
pline of the churches, which, according to the truth of the said Gospell, 
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is now practised amongst us; as allso in our civill affaires to bee guided 

and governed according to such lawes, rules, orders, and decrees, as 

shall bee made, ordered, and decreed. ., 


There was something honest and straightforward in the way 
these old puritan bigots set forth their intention of using the 
state to bolster up religion, and they were consistent in goino
ahead and enacting the following laws: 0 

If any man after legall con'viction shall have or worship any other Gael 
but the Lord God hee shall bee put to death. 

If any man or woman bee a witch, that is, hath or consulteth with a 
familliar spirritt, they shall be put to death. 

If any person shall blaspheme the name of God the ffather, Sonne or 
holy Ghost, with direct, express, presumptuous or highhanded blasphemy 
or shall curse in the like manner, hee shall bee put to death. ' 

The delegates at Boise City ought to diligently compare their 
preamble, constitution, and laws with previous legal instruments, 
and if they earnestly desire to do the handsome thing by the said 
God, they should adopt the constitution of 1038, with such 
minor charges as are made necessary by the difference 'in loca
tion. The rigmarole of that document is no more out of place 
than the one they have in their preamble. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

The Astronomical Society of the Pacific Coast met in the 
library of the Lick observatory on Saturday last, with a good at
tendance.--One of the mutinous military bandsmen who 
obeyed the order of the Musician's Union and refused to play on 
"the Fourth has been dishonorably discharged and sentenced to 
pay a fine of $so.--A son of Ambrose Bierce, being jilted by 
his promised wife, \vho eloped with another man, shot his rival 
dead and then committed suicide July 26.--·The Rev. Dr. 
John A. Brooks, of St. Louis, who was the nominee for vice
president on the Prohibition ticket last year. lectured at IrvinO' 
Hall on Prohibitionism last Saturday night. He had a small and 
not very enthusiastic audience. He said it was the smallest au
dience he had ever addressed in the United States.--Remark
ably high temperatures has prevailed lately in the southern part 
of the state. On the 27th ult. the mercury stood at 102 in 
Pomona and 99 in Los Angeles.--The contract with the 
Union Iron Works of San Francisco for the construction of the 
coast defense vessel has been signed by Secretary Tracy. The 
contract price is $700,00o.--A turtle nine feet long, four feet 
broad, and weighing 2000 pounds was captured off Pigeon Point 
last week.--Nearly five hundred acres of grain was burned 
near Merced July 24th. The loss reaches $5000.--lt is de
cided that the Chinese Exclusion act cannot prevent the passage 
of Chinamen through United States territory. 

Henry George is home from England. He reports a success
ful campaign for the single-tax idea in that country.--Chair
man Jones of the National Greenback Committee has issued a 
circular in which he says that the Prohibition, female suffrage, 
and other questions foreign to the financial one will not be in
corporated in the Greenbackers' platform.--Chicago suffered 
from a terrific storm on the 27th ult. It was the worst ever 
known in the city, immense damage being done to property, and 
many lives lost.--The Rev. Samuel Earp, of St. Andrew's 
church, Ann Arbor, Mich., has been removed to a sanitarium 
suffering from mental troubles. He is in debt for borrowed 
money to near the amount of $10,000, and there is poor chance 
of his creditors getting any ofit.--Two women were whipped 
at Marion, Ind., July 27, by brutal "regulators" who accused' 
their victims ofgossip.--Cincinnati saloon-keepers defied the 
law last Sunday and kept their places open. The police made 
ISO arrests.--Great forest fires are devastating Montana.-
The New York printers are threatened with a reduction of wages, 
but have resolved not to submit to a reduction of the scale.- 
George Francis Train has just completed his 100-day fast. He 
c1ai.m~ to have subsisted on a daily allowance of a half pound of 
cP , Jlate-and-milk. 
'Boulanger lost in the late French elections.- The country 

.. between London and Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, and other 
centers of England, was electrified last Sunday by the appearance 
of the Herald special Sunday newspaper train, the first news
p.lper Sunday train ever run in England. It consisted of a loco

motive and five newspaper vans.--Louise, the eldest daughter 
of the Prince of \Vales, was married to the Earl of Fife on Satur
day last. There was a big splurge over the event.--The trial 
of the strikers arrested at Breslau, Germany, resulted in the con. 
viction of thirty-two. Henkle. the ringleader, was sentenced to 
seven years' penal servitude and to be deprived of his civil rights 
for seven years. Nine others were sentenced to terms ranging 
from eighteen months to five years at hard labor, and twenty-two 
were sentenced to' from one year to four years without hard 
labor.--Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone have celebrated their golden 
wedding. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

"Olden Times and Modern Chimes" by G. Minson was evi-. 
dently published for the amusement of the author. Watts & Co., 
London. 

c' All About Shorthand 11 is told in a pamphlet issued by D. 
L. Scott-Browne, author of the American Standard system of 
phonography, 251 West Fourteenth street, New York. 

"Stepping-stones to Agnosticism," No. IlL, is entitled" Our 
Brother Christ," by F. J. Gould. It contains 48 pages; pub
li~hed by \Vatts & Co., 17 johnson's Court, Fleet street, London: 

"Vitapathy" is a little tractate with a whole volume on the 
title page. Inquirers can get all the information they want about 
vitapathy by addressing J. B. Campbell, Fairmount, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

" A "Co-operative Commonwealth" has been inaugurated in. 
Grass Valley, Ca1., and documents setting forth its purposes may 
be obtained by addressing the Integral Co-operation Central 
Phalanx at that place. 

The" Prodigal Daughter," by Rachel Campbell, is published 
at the office of Lucifer, Valley Falls, Kansas. It is longer, more 
interesting, and just as moral as the biblical legend of the Prodi
gal Son. Price IO cents. 

The Thirty-fourth Annual Report of the Odd Fellow's Library 
Association gives us the credit of sending FREETHOUGHT to the 
library gratis. The credit belongs to Mr. C. E. Spofford, who 
pJ.id the subscription price. 

Dr. Richard Chenevix Trench's lectures on "English Past and 
Present" make two bulky numbers of the Humboldt Library. 
The subject of the lectures forms a most curious and instructive 
study. The two numbers sell for 50 cents. 

A little bit of a tract entitled" Do the Scriptures Teach tha 
Eternal Torment is the Wages of Sin?" is received from the 
Tower Tract Society of Allegheny City, Pa. To this query we 
can only reply that the teaching of the scriptures on the subject 
does not settle the question one way or the other. 

Seven most excellent Lectures on Mediumship are given by 
Prof. J. S. Loveland in his book entitled" Mediumship," pub

, lished by Moses Hull & Co., 675 W. Lake street, Chicago. 
They are entirely free from the metaphysical bosh of Theosophy, 
and if spirit life were an accepted fact they would be above 
.criticism. 

The Humboldt Library now issues from 28 Lafayette Place, 
New York, the headquarters of the Truth Seeker. No. IIO is 
"The Story of Creation," by Edward Clodd, price 30 cents, and 
No. 1II is "The Pleasures of Life," by Sir John Lubbock, 
price IS cents. The Humboldt Library is on.:! of the most 
beneficent literary institutions in the world. 

E. B. Foote. Jr., M.D., reviews "Dr. Cyrus Edson's Plea for 
Compulsory Vaccination" in a I6-page pamphlet. Dr. Foote 
holds that vaccination as a prevention of small-pox is a medical 
superstition, and the fact that the proportion of deaths to small
pox cases is just as large now as it was a hundred years before 
vaccination was discovered goes a long way ,toward supporting 
his view. The pamphlet is obtainible, for about 10 cents, from 
the Murray Hill Publishing Co., New York. 

We have received from the Theosophical Book Company, 
locatej· corporeally at I 10 Fremont street, Boston, a work entitled 
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"Light On the Path," professedly" a treatise for the personal 
use of those who are ignorant of the Eastern wisdom, and who 
desire to enter within its influence." The book gives rules for 
discipJes, among them the following: "Kill out ambition. Kill 
out desire of life. Kill out desire of comfort. Desire only that 
which is beyond you. Desire only that which is unattainable. 
Listen only to the voice which is soundless. Hold fast to that 
which is neither substance nor existence. Look only on that 
which is invisible alike to the inner and the outer sense." If the 
author had left the 'pages of hi:) book blank he would have con
veyed about the same amount of information to the public as he 
has by covering them with meaningless phrases. 

The Lucifer Publishing Company of Valley Falls, Kan., issue 
the Arguments in Support of Demurrer to the Indictment of M. 
Harman, E. C. Walker, and Geo. Harman, under the Comstock 
Law, by G. ,C. Cle.~ens and David Overmeyer, together with 
Judge Foster s DeCISIOn Overruling the Demurrer, in pamphlet 
form. Parties interested in this case, and all should be, may 
obtain the pamphlet by addressing either" Lucifer" or "Fair 
Play," Valley Falls, Kan., and inclosing 25 cents. 

The best oral discussion of the Sunday question with which 
we are acquaiI)ted is printed in a large pamphlet of 191 pages 
by the American Sentinel of Oakland. It is the argument of A. 
T. Jones before the United States Senate Committee on Educa
tion and Labor at Washington, D. C., Dec. 13, 1888. Mr. Jones 
was given a "hearing" before the above committee to argue 
agaiI!st the Blair Sunday bill. Senator Blair was chairman, and 
one side of the discussion was carried on by him. He inter
rupted Mr. Jones no less than one hundred and sixty-nine times 
in ninety minutes, but he found his match in the acute Second
Advent theologi~n, and if experience had taught him anything he 
would have kept quiet after the first half-dozen replies from his 
opponent. Elder Jones was contending not only for the freedom 
of conscience but for industrial liberty as well; for the Adventists 
religiously observe the seventh day and conduct their ordinary 
business on Sunday. A law making Sunday labor a misdemeanor 
would compel them to be idle on that day and rob them of one
sixth of their time. Mr. Jones had the Bible and common sense 
both on his side against the proposed bill, and he made the best 
use of his resources. The price of the pamphlet is 25 cents, 
and it may be obtained by addressing the American Sentinel, 
1059 Castro street, Oakland, Cal. . 

PUBLICATION OF PROHIBITED OPINION. 

To th~Editors of Frtethought: 

In your kind notice of my "Code of Morals," you object to 
the rule there laid down, that there is no obligation to proclaim 
doctrines considered criminal or highly pernicious by the com
munity in which one lives. Notwithstanding your objection, I 
still think I am right. 

It would have done no credit to a Protestant to publish his 
religious opinions in Spain three hundred years ago, nor to an 
Abolitiqnist to proclaim his hostility to slavery in Mississippi 
thirty years ago. The speech that sends a man certainly and 
almost immediately to the stake does very little good. The cases 
cited are extreme, but they represent myriads of cases of Chris
tian persecution, and they cannot be left out of consideration in 
laying down a general principle for human conduct. Other 
typical cases may be imagined, in which silence about unpopular 
religious opinions may be excused. 

Fortunately there are many men who arc so situated that with
out exposing themselves to great danger, they can safely publish 
their thoughts about prevalent superstitions. This class is so large, 
so learned, so able, so earnest, and so influential that the civilized 
world is moving with wonderful speed and momentum towards 
its int~llectual emancipation from sacerdotal control. Let each 
do his best and not make unreasonable demands upon his 
neighbor. .. Your1l,.truly, JOHN S. HIITELL. 

Editor Baker's Gratitude. 
Our thanks are due Edson Smith and R. M. Hargrave for two 

watermelons, the best we have tasted this year. Come again, 
gentlemen;-Santa Ana Standard. 

THE CHEERFUL GIVER, 

BOULDER CREEK, July 24, 1889. 
FRIE~D MACDONALD: My friend Mr. Joseph Blabon, of Cres

cent City, Del Norte county, Ca1., who is ever and always an 
earnest and enthusiastic Liberal, wishes me to notify you that he 
wants to be enrolled among the generous Liberals who are sub
scribing towards making up the annual deficiency in the publica
tion of FREETHOUGHT. He cheerfully promises $20 per year for· 
five years, and as an earnest of his promise incloses $20 to pay 
for 1889. I forward the same to you inclosed with this letter, 
which please find and duly credit to him. Wishing health and 
prosperity to yourself and FREETHOUGHT, I remain . 

Yours most sincerely, W. S. RODGERS. 

OLYMPIA, \V. T., July 9, 1889. 
FRIENDS: I herewith send $7--$5 to help the cause and the 

balance to apply on subscriptions. 
Your well-wisher, GEO. COLLINS. 

BOULDER CREEK, Cal., July 8, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDO~ALD: According to promise I send you in

closed $5 toward paying my $10 per year. It is earned by hard 
work in the redwoods, but freely given in support of FREE
THOUGHT; and long may it live, is the wish of 

Yours sincerely, A. A.· SPORELAND. 

SAN JOSE, CaL, July 24. 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Inclosed please find $7.50, 

for which send Vo1. 1, FREETHOUGHT. The balance use as you 
please. And you'll hear from us later on, perhaps. 

Fraternally, L. R. TITUS. 

SHEDD, Or., July 8, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Inclosed you will find check 

for $22-$2 for my next year's subscription, and $20 for first 
year's pledge to keep up FREETHOUGHT on this coast. . 

Y~urs, H. ARNOLD. 

THE OREGON SECULAR UNION. 

Dear Freethought: 
I have just received the following able and suggestive letter 

from C. B. Reynolds. His experience in and devotion of soul 
to our great cause command my respect and admiration, and I 
will ask you to print his letter. Will the Liberals of Oregon and 
Washington canvass these and other points through our organ, 
FREETHOUGHT, and thus hold one of the sessions Brother Reynolds 
suggests, before our October convention? 

WALLA WALLA, W. T., July 22,1889. 
C. BEAL, President Oregon Secular Union, D~ar Sir: I congratulate 

you, and the friends at Silverton, on your success in inaugurating a state 
organization of Liberals in Oregon. With much patient and persistent 
entreaty, I .have, ever since my advent in the Liberal ranks, urged the 
necessity of real, practical organization. I am confidently hopeful that 
Washington Territority will follow the lead of Oregon. As president of 
the organization-and knowing your great ability, influence, and zeal
I venture to make a few suggestions for your consideration, and urge- if 
after reflection thereon you approve-you will lay them before the prac
tical, self-sacrificing workers of your state. 

Ere there can be a genuine national organization there must first be a 
number of state organizations, whose accredited representatives or dele
gates shall constitute the national organization. Ere a state organization 
can be an effective reality it must be composed of properly authorized 
representatives or delegates from local societies. Hence it should be 
impressed on the mind of every Liberal in Oregon that it is to his or her 
personal interest and advantage to use all possible effort to establish local 
organization. But there is no possibility of success so long as we build 
only in the clouds. Specious platitudes and sophisms are poor founda
tion-stones. Every local society should be organized on strict bu-~' ss 
principles-on a pay-in-advance cash basis. Romantic visionaries, _. t 
illiberal Liberals, unwilling to pay reasonable membership fee and a. 
least fifty cents per month, in advance, to support their own local organ
ization, are better counted out; they are barnacles, dead-weights, and, 
ninety-nine times out of a hundred, dead beats. A Liberal-worthy of 
the name and known as such-would never be counted out for non-pay
ment. If we have an organization, let it consist of Liberals-those who 
have the pure and ennobling principles of Liberalism in their hearts, not 
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mere Bible kickers, loud talkers, who have been expelled from churches 
on account of mean acts or chronic stinginess. 

At the proposed Portland convention, avoid a Niagara of verbosity. 
Do not pattern after the A. S. U. so-called congress. \Ve cannot afford 
to have the convention a mere canclidating of lecturers. 

Every lecture should be carefully prepared for the occasion, expound 
our principles, in clear and forcible manner state the aims and objects of 
our organization, and make eloquent appeals to the intelligent to inveliti
gate, ana to Liberals to show the depth of their convictions by self-sacri
fice in helping the cause. 

PAYING SPEAKERS. 
I have always regarded it as a grave mistake to have public b:!gging 

at our conventions. Liberal workers-not lecturers-leave their homes 
and business, subscribe toward the expenses, pay their own fare and hotel 
bill, and then are humiliated by b~gging appeals, and, to sa.ve the cause, 
oft give more than they can afford. 

Lecturers assume to be leaders. Let them for once lead in the way of 
a little self-sacrifice. The convention at Portland will benefit lecturers 
financially more than any others. Those lecturers whose services are 
especially required by the committee, as a matter of courtesy should be 
provided for or have their hotel bill paid. This is all they ought to ex
pect. They are paid at all other times for speaking. they can well afford 
to attend and 	work at this most important gathering without exacting a 
fee. 

Perfecting organization will result in much greater advantage to lec
turers than to all others. I do not believe any of our lecturers are mere 
mercenaries. 	 If anyone of them is unwilling, for the cause' sake, to do 
all in their power to induce attendance, solicit contributions, pay their 
own fare there, and do just such work as the committee may require of 
them during the Portland convention, it will be evidence they are in the 
work" for greed and gain only." The sooner any such are exposed :md 
given chance" to step down and out" the better. 

REAL CONGRESS OF REAL WORKERS. 
Above all, sessions should be arranged for, so that the real workers 

can meet and fully discuss and compare plans and methods of carrying 
on the work, all pledging to faithfully and zealously carry out the plan 
agreed on by the majority, thus securing a. practical plan of action, so all 
can pull together and work in harmony. 

Let us all strive to heal dissensions; unite for work; waive all questions 
of favor or disfavor of individuals, and earnestly endeavor to promote the 
greatest good to the greatest number. \Vashington is not now prepared 
to form a separate state organization. It would be greatly to the advan
tage ofOregon and Washington to unite and form a joint state organization. 

Can I assure Liberals that there will posItively b~ sessions devoted to 
discussions nnd adoption of a plan of work? If so, write me and I will 
try and prepare articles for our leading Liberal papers, to arouse interest 
in the coming Portland convention, among Washingtonians. 

Do you not think it advisable to at once commence private appeals for 
contributions, so you can announce positively no collections at the con
vention? 

Do not hesitate to call on me for any service in my power. If you 
wish I will write personal letters to every Liberal worker of Washington 
Territory, whose address I can obtain, urging their attendance, and re
mitting at earliest a contribution to your treasurer, toward the expens:!s. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 

SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 

Miss Mattie Blaisdell, one of the intelligent and noble young 
ladies of Portland, is preparing a banner to be presented to the 
October Convention. 

W. F. Miller, of Brownsboro, Jackson county, over three 
hundred miles away, sends us seventeen new members for the 
State Secular Union-We F. Miller, Dolph Carlton, Maude Carl
ton, C. A. Burnett, W. H. Bradshaw, Mollie Brown, Prof. A. S. 
Ilaselton, Mrs. A. S. Haselton, of Brownsboro; John A. Oben
cham, Carrie C. Obencham, B. F. C. Edmondson, Asbury Beall, 
of Big Butte; W. S. Gray, H. C. Wright, G. W. Dick, H. A. 
Bondler, of Masonville; W. W. French, of Eagle Point. Brother 
Miller says, "I have read with interest the account of proceed
ings of the Oregon State Secular Union. I hope it will prove a 
grand ·success. For in unity there is strength. We cannot ex
pect to gain a victory over the·hosts of superstition without a con
certed movement. Each Liberal in the state should open his 
mouth and pocket-book and make the Portland Convention such 
a success that it will strike terror to into the hearts of the enemy. 
I pledge $5 on a life membership. ,There will be quite a dele
gation from Jackson county. I wish you and the new organization 
every success. I will carry out all orders to the best of my ability." 

Now, my brave Liberal co-workers, who will speak next? As 
Hypatia and Bruno died for humanity and truth, so let us as 
bravely bear aloft the banner of universal mental liberty, and two 
thousand of us strike hands at the Portland Convention. 

Portland, Or., July 	24, 1889. C. BEAL, 
. Pres. O. S. S. U. 

DID .rESUS CHRIST RISE PROM THE DEAD '?* 

v. 
The laborious pedantries and erudite puerilities of theologians 

have been directed to minimizing the discrepancies in the gospel 
narratives. Sufficient volumes have been written to impose upon 
the faithful, but not sufficient to minimize the discrepancies. 
Matthew alone was aware of the earthquake which opened the 
graves of the dead and sent them strolling about the streets of 
Jerusalem. Mark, Luke, and John have considered that a mere 
trifle, not worth mentioning; and, strange to say, this earthquake 
with its post-mortem cantrips of the dead, was not considered ~ 
subject striking enough to elicit a single line from the pens of 
Josephus, Pliny, Suetonius, Tacitus, or Plutarch, all of whom 
were alive at the time of its alleged occurrence. The Holy 
Ghost inspired John alone to write that Jesus was pricked on the 
side with a sp2ar, and to say that blood and water issued from 
the wound, which, if it prove anything, proves that Christ had 
suffered from dropsy. John, too, is the only writer that refers to 
the doubts of Thomas Didymlls; and it is probable that, under 
divine direction, he invented Thomas Didymus first, and then 
invented the spear-wound for the said Thomas to put his finIYers 
into. Matthew, Mark, and Luke had never heard of the sp~ar
wound and Didymlls, or they had considered them trifles quite 
beneath notice; just as three of the evangelist., had never heard 
of the earthquake and the dead striding out of their grayes, or 
else had considered earthquakes and the streets of Jerusalem 
trodden by the feet of corpses matters too trumpery to demand a 
singl~ remark. 

These are not the sort of points theologians apply to them
selves to. They raise a learned dust, and, in cover of it, shirk 
the real issue. When they encounter a substantial difficulty they 
pass by O!l the other side, and write a hundred and fifty pages to 
prove the tremendous difference between the northeastern and 
southwestern side of a hair. This is more easily done than to 
account for John knowing nothing of the eclipse of the sun when 
cc there was darkness over all the land for the space of three 
hours." Seneca and Piiny the elder, like John, knew nothing 
of this wonderful eclipse, although each of them, as remarked by 
Gibbon, "in a laborious work, has recorded all the great phe
nomena of nature-earthquakes, meteors, comets, and eclipses 
--which his indefatigable curiosity could collect. Both the one 
and the other have omitted to mention the greatest phenomenon 
to which the mortal eye has been witness since the creation of 
the globe. The difiiculty still unresolved is this: How such 
events as those recorded in the gospels could have happened and 
escape the observation of the public at the time, and all notice 
at the hands of the historians of the period. . Now it is 
of this period the most wonderful events are related that have 
happened in the world since the (alleged) Mosaic age, and the 
account of them was first published in the second century after 
their alleged occurrence, when no living witnesses were alive to 
deny or affirm their reality. Fortunately there is a contemporary 
history of the time extant (Josephus') to which we can appeal, 
and which substantially denies these traditional averments .... 
Is it usual with historians to keep back the most wonderful, the 
most public, and the most important historical transactions?" 
(The Jesus of History and Tradition Identified, pp. 162-3.) All 
the learning and ingenuity of al1 the saints have never been able 
to explain satisfactorily how it is that, in giving the words which 
Pilate caused to be inscribed over the cross, all the four evangel
ists disagree, and how the dis:lgreement is ne3.rly as marked in 
their account of Christ's last words before he expired, and also as 
regards who the persons actually were who first visited his tomb 
after his sepulture. 

The discrepancies of statement among the inspired writers, it 
is sometimes urged by the faithful, are not in essentials. I reply 
that the discrepancies and contradictions are palpable and glar
ing, and every item of information in regard to such a significant 
and tremendous event as the resurrection claims to be is essential 
in the last degree. If Christ rose from the dead, and if, on the 
establishment of this fact, Christianity elects to stand or fall, 

-By Saladin, editor of the Agnostic Journal. 



---------------------------------------------------------
490 

every scintilla of evidence is essential, and the suggestion of 
triviality in the minutest detail connected with an affair so 
momentous is profanity and mockery. 

If the resurrection story were within the bounds of probability 
at all, I should certainly deem it essential to know, without 
doubt, who first visited the sepulchre, and were, in consequence, 
the primary witnesses for the resurrection prodigy. Three of the 
gospel writers place Mary Magdalene among the witnesses, and 
John actually makes her the only witness-a magnificent speci
men of "gospel harmony" and the uniform action of inspiration 
by the Holy Ghost 1 The account of a prodigy. per se, utterly 
incredible, is supported by evidence too puerile and absurd to 
be introduced into a respectable nursery tale. Am I expected to 
believe in an impossible event on the authority of a crazy creature 
like Mary Magdalene? Am I to believe that a man rose from 
the dead because a woman, who had been a prostitute, and per
haps still was a prostitute, said so? I refuse so to believe; and, 
if I am to be damned for my unbelief, I say, unhesitatingly, I 
will go to hell with my reason and my honesty rather than go to 
heaven without them. 

\\That have I to do with the evidence of a poor hysterical being, 
who is said to have lived in an out-of-the-way part of the world 
nearly two thousand years ago, even if she were testifying to the 
occurrence of an event lying within the range of possibility? -A 
weak, mad creature, out of whom "seven devils" had been 
"cast," testified that the conjurer, quite as superstitio':1s and al
most as ignorant as herself, who had" cast" the" devils" out of 
her, had risen from the dead; and I am ~xpected to believe her 
or be lost 1 Undoubtedly it is upon the evidence of this hysterical 
and seven-times bedevilled lady of the pavement that the resur
rection story, and consequently the whole superstructure of 
Christianity, principally rests. John, as I have said, makes her 
go alone to the sepulchre, and, although l\1:ark sends her, ac
companied by "the other Mary," whoever she might be. and 
Salome, he states that she (Mary Magdalene) alone saw the resur
rected Jesus. The Christian system is based upon the myth of 
the resurrection; and the myth of the resurrection the principal 
witness is a half-crazy prostitute. Verily a glorious and credible 
creed 1 " He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned." 

As to the other witnesses besides the mad lady of the pave
ment, God knows who they were. Certain of them saw an angel 
sitting on a slone; others saw no angel, but saw a young man in 
white; others saw two men in glistening apparel, and others saw 
two angels. If, in a police-court, such contradictory evidence 
were given in regard to a street row, the magistrate would con
clude that the witnesses were a pack of stupid, if not drunken, 
liars, and dismiss the case; but for many centuries these witnesses 
have been considered strong enough to bear the whole fabric of 
the Christian religion upon their shoulders, and to form the 
foundation-stone of a "scheme of salvation" affecting in the 
most intimate manner the weal or woe of untold millions of the 
human race. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Fox Valley ....•. Or., Sept. 9, 10, 
Coburg ..... " Aug ........ 7,8, Long Creek ...... " " 1(,12, 

Lebanon .... " " .......... 9, Hamilton ........ " " 14,15, 

Olympia ... "V.T.," ...... II, 12, Monument ...... " 16,17, 

Buckley ...W.T., " ...... 13, 14, Hay Stack ...... " 18, 

Davenport, " " ...... 17, 18, Lone Rock ...... " 19,20, 

Cheney. . . " " .•.•••... 19, Fossil ........... " 21,22, 

Rosalia.. . " ......... 20, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 

Sprague.. " ......... 21, North Yamhill ... Or" Sept..... 29, 

Pasco. . . . . " ....••... 22, Forest Grove...." " .... 30, 

Dayton .... "V. T., Aug .... 24-, 25, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 

Pomeroy .. "V. T., Aug ........ 26, 6, 7, 

La Grange,Or .... Aug ........ 29, Linkville ..... Or., Oct. 11,12,13, 

Union .....Or. " ........ 30, Sacramento......... Cal., Oct. 20, 

Baker City, Or. Sept .. ,. . ... I, San Francisco ....... " "27, 

Crocker City, Or., " ....•.. 2, 3, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. of November, 


5, 6, 	7, San Diego and vicinity the month of 
December. 

THE LICK ACADEMY OP SCIENCES. 

To the Editors of Free/hough!: 

The account given in your issue of 20th inst. of the laying of 
the cornerstone of the Academy of Science, in your city, is of 
the highest interest. And the scientific address, on the occasion, 
of Hon. Irving M. Scott, though brief, teems with suggestiveness: 
"Philosophy teaches that all phenomena, whether physical, in
tellectual, social, or moral. are aspects resulting from the opera
tion of law. Science itself is an exemplification of this form of 
government." And in reference to the new philosophy-the 
transmutation and conservation of force -" It may exist as po
tential or dynamic energy, and throughout the universe the sum 
of these two energies is constant." 

Oh, multiply the3e academies, each with a laboratory, and 
teach by demonstration this scientific, this true, knowledge in 
lieu of the false, and in one generation "go::>d-bye ., can be saiu 
to the metaphysical pseudo-science of the dreamy superstition:; 
and dogmatic past, the henighting and debasing relics of bar
barism. 

Of all the institutions that have come down to us from the 
"good old times," not a single one is found ,to be in harmo:1Y 
with or adapted to the present modern conditions. Hence, the 
sweeping iconoclasm of the age to make room for new institu~ 
tions or the radical remodeling of old ones. 

And while, as to this iconoclasm of old institutions, there ap
pears to be an almost general unanimity, yet with regard to two 
of them, classical education and class privilege, there is a great 
struggle by prejudiced conservatism to prevent innovation. 

But utilitarianism and equality being the genius of the ne-.v 
orders, whatever remnant there may be of the exclusive or 
merely ornamel!tal, must go. . 

The classical education of universities and colleges makes its 
recipients mere literary dudes, as helpless as they are conceiteu 
and snobbish. And being usually averse to labor or business 
they are entirely" out of touch" with the Industrialism of the 
age; for the many years devoted to the construing of Greek 
syntax and making and scanning of Latin verse is not calculated. 
to make a man competent as to business capacity-the uni
versal and imperative requirement. And though it may make. 
him a so-called gentleman, it is inadequate to afford the neces
sary "tools"_ to sustain the rank. And the pretentious, aristocratic 
exclusiveness of these colleges, by ignoring !:lympathy with the 
m.asses, totally ~?fits their gra~uates to compete in or co-operate 
WIth .the preVaIlIng and growmg democracy of the age. Their 
day I~ passed, let them go, to be replaced by local science 
academies, where all alike shall be taught a scientific education, 
one that shall be of practical importance. These will afford an 
opportunity for all to acquire a scientific education the one that 
is alone useful, and therefore alone worthy of the n~me. 

These academies shall be equal to West Point whose scientific 
an? discip1in~d graduates, b,eing thoroughly practical, are in
fimtely supenor to the claSSIcal omodahns, dudes, and literary 
dreamers of the old, people-despising colleges. 

Hail, our pioneer Academy of Science 1 the most auspicious 
institutiox: ever founded on the Pacific Coast, and full co-partner 
of the LIck observatory, they' being, together, a living monu
ment and the grandest in significance ever raised to perpetuate 
the memory of an individual, because the enlightened philan
thropy and boundless munificence of this individual, James Lick, 
have been dedicated to the great cause of humanity. J. F. 

San Bernardino, Cal. 

AN OREGON GREETING. 

The Oregon Scout, of Union, Or., announces Mr. Putnam's 
lecture there in the following complimentary terms: 

"The Liberal lecturer, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, will be in La 
Grande on Monday evening next, and in ,Union on Tuesdav 
eve~ing. It is hardly necessary fur us to call attention to the 
ments of Mr. Putnam as a lecturer, as he is well-known through
o~t the length and breadth of the country, and has visited OJr 
CIty annually for several years past. He is considered by com
petent critics to be one of the most eloquent and able ~pe.lkers 
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of the United States, and those who go to hear him may be sure 
of being well repaid for doing so. To those who differ with him 
in opinion he is ever corteous and kind, and though they should 
fail to be convinced by his logic, they cannot but be delighted 
with his brilliant oratory. No admission will be charged and no 
collections will be taken up. The people of Union and La 
Grande cannot do better than greet him with crowded houses." 

-

MARRIAGE CEREMONIES OF THE BILQULA. 

l\1:r. Ph. Jacobsen, in a letter to his well-known brother, Capt. 
A. Jacobsen, gives the following description of the marriage 
ceremonies of the Bilqula of British Columbia. An Indian who 
intends to marry, calls upon his intended wife's parents, and ar
ranges with them how much he is to pay for permission to marry 
the girl. Among people of high descent this is done by mes
sengers, sometimes as many as twenty being sent to call on the 
girl's father. They are sent by the man'~ paren:s before the 
young ,man is of age. In many instances both man and girl are 
not more than eight or nine years old. The messengers go in 
their bo~ts to the girl's house, and carry on their negotiations 
without going ashore, where the relatives of the girl are standing. 
The messengers of the young man's parents praise his excellence 
and noble descent; the great exploits of his father, grandfather, 
and ancestors; th,eir wars, victories, and hunting expeditions; 
their liberality at festivals. etc. Then the girl's relatives praise 
the girl and her ancestors, and thus the negotiations are carried 
on. Finallva number of blankets are thrown ashore bv the 
messengers; and the, girl's relatives protest, and maintai~ that 
the num ber is not sufficient to pay for the permission to marry 
the girl. In order to obtain their consent, new blankets are 
thrown ashore one by one, the messengers continually maintain
ing that the price paid is too great. Generally from twenty to 
fifty blankets, each of the value of about half a dollar, are paid. 

After this the boy and the girl are considered engaged. When 
they come to be grown up, the young man has to serve a year to 
his father-in-law. He must fell trees, fetch water, fish, and hunt 
for the latter. During this time he is called Kos, which means 
"one who wooes." After a year has elapsed, the marriage is 
celebrated. At this time great festivals are celebrated. Seven 
or eight men perform a dance. They wear dancing aprons and 
leggings, trimmed with puffin-beaks, hoofs of deer, copper plates, 
and bells. If the groom should be a wealthy man, who has pre
sented to his wife many small copper plates, such as are used as 
presents to a bride, these are carried by the dancers. The sing
ing-master, who beats the drum, starts a song in which the 
dancers join. The song used at the marriage festival is sung in 
unison, while in all other dances each dancer has his own tune 
and song. The first dancer wears a ring made of cedar-bark. 
His hair is strewn with eagle-down, which flies about when he 
itIoves, and forms a cloud around his head. The groom presents 
the first dance. with a piece of calico, which the latter tears to 
pieces, which he throws down in front of each house of the 
village, crying, "Hoip!" in order to drive away evil spirits. 
These pieces of calico which he throws down in front of the 
houses have a lucky meaning, and at the same time express the 
idea that the groom, when he comes to be a wealthy man, will 
not forget the inhabitants of any house when giving a festival. 
The dancers swing their bodies and arms, stamp their feet, and 
show the copper plates to the lookers-on. Then the bride's 
father brings a great number of blankets, generally double tl.e 
number of those he had received from the groom, and gives 
them to his daughter. The bride orders a few blankets to be 
spread before the groom. She sits down, and he puts his hand 
upon her head. Then the groom is given for each of the parts 
of his body one or more blankets. ,Finally he is given a new 
blanket. After the bride's father 'has given a blanket to each 
dancer and to the dmmmer, the villagers are invited to a great 
feast. At this time groom and bride eat for the first time to
gether.-Sciepce. 

"Lqoking nlC~WJ.rd," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Indu~trial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mrs. Krekel. 
To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 

I wish to say to the readers of your paper that we had Mrs. Mattie P. 
Krekel with us the Fourth of July. She gave the best oration ever heard 
here, and I am not alone in thinking so. Even the Christians say the 
same, although they had a reverend here who gave an oration ill the 
morning (Mrs. Krekel spoke in the afternoon) and who was considered 
the best speaker in the country until after Mrs. Krekel spoke. I never 
in my life saw an audience swayed so effectually. She gave us a lecture 
at night on the" Cause and Cure of Crime," to which ten cents admit
tance was charged. Many Christians went in and paid to hear her, 
although they were satisfied that she was an Infidel. A great many, in 
fact, a majority, of the crowd acknowledged that she made a far better 
speech than did the much petted parson. There was no comparison. 

I wish to recommend Mrs. Krekel to the Liberals of the West as a lee. 
turer who will give unbounded satisfaction to all the Libera]s and but 
little offense to Christians. Any community wanting Liberal lectures 
cannot do better than to employ Mrs. Mattie P. Kreke1. S. P. WOOD. 

Red Oak, Mo. 

In the County of Coos. 
1 0 th~ Editors of Fruthought: 

I would like to let your readers know how the cause of Freethought 
is progressing in Coos county. Dr. Seymour has been on the river about 
three weeks. He lectured a week in Coquille; then at Myrtle Point, 
Arago, and Bandon. He was well received at all of these places. He 
won many friends and did good work for Freethought. 'Vhen he comes 
again there will be many to welcome him back and shake his han(l. lIe 
is now over on Coos Bay at Marshfield and Empire. I hear good reports 
from him. He told me that he found many subscrib!:rs for FREETllOUGIlT. 
Liberals will dowell to engage him. 

Then can:te ,V. S. Bell, who spoke at Myrtle Point and Arago, and 
here (Coquille). He had a good audience here; he only staid part of 
one day and one night. 

\Ve are making big calculations for Putnam and will give a picnic and 
dance at Arago when he comes. \Ve have a fine new hall now in Co. 
quille. Putnam seems to have the preference over all of the speakers. 
He was the first one that ventured into this forest and woke up the peo
ple. Since that time the fire has not died out. The meetings are be. 
coming more frequent and better attended. Materialists and Spiritualists 
make common cause against the enemy of Freedom and Freethought and 
make a strong pull together. H, H. NICHOLS'. 

Coquille, Coos county, Or. 

Information Wanted 

To tht Cl~rgy of Hilisboro, Or.: 
GENTLE~1EN: The following questions in regard to the soul I respect. 

fully submit to you for your erudite consideration. You who are specialIy 

called by your God to save souls for him; you who so profoundly and 
piously profess to know all of the royster,ies of the souliYOU who have 
been educated in the soul. sa ving trade, and who so continually interest 
yourselves in the welfare of souls; you who so dogmatically affirm the 
existence of souls-should be willing to answer any questions pertaining 
to the soul. You will therefore confer a favor by answering these ques
tions through the columns of FREETIIOUGHT. In answering these <Iues., 
tions do not answer by simply saying yes or no, but give explicit answas 
supported by your b~st evidences. Let your answers be free from 
religious cant and ambiguous language. I am aware of the fact that 
some of the questions are of a leading character and out of the course of 
questions generally discussed in class-meetings and Sunday-schools. 
If you will kindly answer these questions I will gladly propoun 1 anothf'r 
installment in regard to the soul. 

I. 'Vhere does the soul come from? 
2. Is the soul an entity or nonentity? 
3. Of what is the soul composed? 
4. When does the soul enter the body, before or after birth? 
5. In what part of the body is the soul located? 
6. If the soul is located in all parts of the body what becomes of that 

part of the soul contained in an amputated part of a living boly? 
7. Is the soul an organization independent of the body? 

http:lC~WJ.rd
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8. Does the soul develop as the body develops? 
9. Is the soul of an infant of the same size and weight as the soul of 

an adult? 
to. Is the soul of a negro of the same color as the soul of a caucasian? 
1 I. Is the soul of an idiot as well developed as the soul of an intelli

gent person. 
12. When does the soul leave the body, at death or at the resurrection 

day? , 
13. If the soul leaves the body at death, where does it sojourn while 

waiting for th~ resurrection morn? 
14. If a living person w~s placed in an air-tight jar, and the jar sealed 

hermetically, at death how would the soul make exit from the jar? 
15. After leaving the body what direction does the soul pursue to 

reach its final destination? 
16. \Vhat length of time does it require for the soul to reach its final 

destination? ' , 
17. Where and at what distance from the earth is the soul land located? 
18. Has the soul the physical organs indespensableto mental action 

and consciousness? 
19. If not, of what use would the soul be? 

2::>. Is the soul sensible or insensible to pain? 

21. Of what shape is the soul? 
22. Of what color is the soul? 
23. Does the soul retain its sex? 
24. \Vhen and where are the souls made, 0r did they always exist? 
25. \Ve have five infallible witnesses to prove the existence of matt~r, 

viz., hearing, seeing, tastinJ, smelling, and feeling. By these five Wit
nesses we prove the existence and the component parts of matter. Can 
you by the aid of these five senses prove the existence of souls? 

Hoping, gentlemen, that you will give these questions your earliest 
consideration, I am yours, W. C. CLOW. 

Hillsboro, Or., July 9, 1889. 

Giordano Bruno. 
JUNE 9, 1889_ 

Not from without us, only from within, 
Comes or can ever come upon us light 
Whereby the soul keeps ever truth in sight. 

No truth, no strength, no comfort man may win, 
No grace for guidance, no release from sin, 
, Save of his own soul's giving. Deep and bright 

As fire enkindled in the core of night 
Burns in the soul where once its fire had been 
The light that le~ds and quickens thought. inspired 

To douht and trust and conquer. So he said 
\Vhom Sidney, flower of England, lordliest head 

Of all we love, loved; but the fates required 
A sacrifice to hate and hell, ere fame 
Should set with his in heaven Giordano's name. 

Cover thine ayes and weep, 0 child of hell, 
Gray spouse of Satan, church of name abhorred, 
\-Veep, withered harlot, with thy weeping lord, 

Now none will buy the heaven thou hast to sell 
At price of prostituted souls, and swell 

Thy loveless list of lovers. Fire and sword 
No more are thine; the steel, the wheel, the cord, 

The flames that rose round living limbs, and fell 
In lifeless ash and ember, now no more-

Approve thee god-like. Rome, redeemed at last 
From all the red pollution of thy past, 

Acdaims the grave, bright face that smiled of yore 
Even on the fire that caught it round and clomb 
To cast its ashes on the face of Rome. 

-A/g~rnon Charlu Swin;urlu. 

LECTURES IN OREGON. 

Mr. B. F. Underwood, of Chicago, addressed the Liberals of 
Forest Grove July 14, giving us two splendid lectures; subject, 
for afternoon, "The New Science and the Old Faith;" for even
ing "Evolution versus Revelation:' 

Both lectures were fine, but the last was simply grand. It 
would be impossible to give your many readers any idea of the 
masterly manner in which the subject was handled. 

At the clo3e of his lecture he gave his audience a ha~dsome 
compliment, by telling them that he gave them a much deeper 
scientific lecture than he at first intended "because he thought 
thev would appreciate it." 

On July 2 I we had another Liberal meeting, and a very fine 
lecture from Mr. W; S. Bell, also of Chicago. 

On the 4th of August we are to have a called meeting of the 
Liberals of Washington county to organize under the auspices of 
the" State Secular U nian" as " the Washington County Secular 

Union ., if that name sutits the majority of the Liberals present. 
We are going to work for a boom in Liberalism. / 

1fRs. SARAH C. TODD. 
P. S. I noticed in FREETHOUGHT I had been appointed one 

of the vice-presidents of the Secular Union. I beg to a~sure the 
Liberals that I appreciate the honor very highly, and that I will 
do all in my power to further the cause of Liberalism. 

Forest Grove, Or. S. ,C. T. 

A CONVERTED PRIEST. 

The Rev. A. Jerom~ P. l\htthews, for th~ past two years 
Roman Catholic priest at St. M:uy's, Blth, has addressed a letter 
to the members of his consrega~ion, from which we give the 
following extract: "To the members of St. Muy's Congrega
tion, BJ.th. My very dear friends: I hwe to mlke an announce
ment which will be painful alike to yourselves and to me. It 
shall be very brief, for it is sad to me to put from you; it will 
be sadder for you to learn the cause. After long ani anxious 
thought and study, I have arrived at the conviction that the Jew
ish and Christian scriptures, though possessing many excellences, 
are full of legendary and mythological statements, and that they 
possess no claim to, and manifest no evidence of, divine inspira
tion; that the Roman Catholic church has no claim to be re
garded as a divinely constituted authority; tha~ the Papacy is a 
human institution, gravely compromised to error and supersti
tion, and therefore injurious to the spiritual and temporal wel
fare of mankind; that Jesus Christ, though a holy man and 
ardent reformer, was not the great Go::l of the universe, but the 
son of Joseph and Mary; that neither demoniacal spirit~ nor a 
place or state of everlasting torment have any existence in fact, 
but originate in ancient mythologies. With these convictionR, 
which I have striven against for a long time without success, it 
would be dishonest for me to continue as a priest, teaching only 
the pure theism of natural spiritual religion, which I profoundly 
believe and desire to promote. 1 therefore this day return to our 
excellent and kind bishop the sacerdotal faculties entrusted to 
me by his lordship." Mr. Matthews was ordained by Archbishop 
Eyre at Glasgow in 1876. His work as a priest has been chiefly 
at Plymouth and other places in the West of England, with the 
exception of some time passed in missionary labors near New
castle-on-Tyne. It is said that" Mr. Matthews is an excellent 
preacher and an able controversialist. We understand that he 
intends seeking a Unitarian pulpit."-HYPATIA BRADLAUGH BON

NER, in the National Reformer. 

II The Glory of Infidelity." 

These words form the title of a lecture by Mr. S~muel P. Put
nam, which he has just published at San Francisco. They are 
words that to an orthodox Christian convey no meaning except 
blasphemy or all wickedness combined. And yet n::> man of 
common intelligence and candor can read this cbmmon sense 
lecture without admitting that it contains a great deal of truth 
that would benefit all to know, and unique no one in any respect 
whatever. 

"The Infidel," says Mr. Putnam, "is he who is unfaithful. 
Unfaithful to what?" Thisis the question to decide whether 
Infidelity is good or bad, and the lecturer proceeds to answer it 
in eighteen closely-printed pages. He gives numerous illustra
tions to prove that while Infidelity is unfaithful to error, it is the 
harbinger or forerunner of truth, and hence is faithful to pro
gress and improvement. The lecture is well written, and 
abounds in eloquent passages, as well as free -and independent 
thought. It concludes as follows: 

"The old Roman, when he looked upon his country's magnifi
cent conquests and majestic powers, was proud, indeed, to say, 
, I am a Roman citizen! ' And when I look upon the empire 
of Infidelity, blazing along the track of human progress, reveal
ing new continents with fresh and golden fruits, fountains of joy 
and heights of splendor, then, indeed, am I proud to say, , I a~ 
an Infidel!' " 

This able lecture (price, 10 cents) is published by Messrs. Put
nam & Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco.-B3ston 
Investigator. . 
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SOMETHING NEW! What is the Lord Doing'? I ANNOUNCEMENT. 
--THE-

,IICOSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTION OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMlIS 
(WORDS AXD MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COl\lPJLED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

J'rice .: ........................ $r.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf",cturers and Deal~rs in 

PAPERS! 
.Valli/n, Book, ""·~ws, Hard'lIJar~, Iflrnppillg 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


ltv. , ~,. H9NTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

S36 CL'Y STREET, 
Below l\Iontgomery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 400 
IJ liarat Gold, sma.'l size Badge Pin.................. 2 OJ 
14 karat (1 ')ld. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
11 kara.~ Gflld, swall size Badge Pin with Diamond. $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, I.arge Booge Pill............... .. ..... 3 00 
14 kara.t Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gol'l. SlIIall Charm (for watch chain}..... • 3 00 
14 karat G'Jld, Sma'l Charm (for watch chain) ....... 45:> 
1:) karat Gold, Large Cbarm (for watch chain). ...... 5 (10 
U karat Gohl. Large Charm (for watch chain).. .••.. 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. "Diamond· 14 00 

*Thls Is a full-bodied diamond, s<.'t 80 that It may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any ad(iress. prepaid. and guaranteed all repre
ented or money refunded, address,

PU'l'NA:i\1 I;, MACDONALD, 

501 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

" His tender mercies ar~ o~r all his works." 
We are told by the teachers of creeds, 

That the merci:s of God toward man 
Overflow with his sorrows and needs, 

In accord with an infinite plan. 
Is it true', and the eviderrce clear, 

To a conrt and a jury, not lax, 
This question's important, and fear 

Should not close our eyes to the facts. 

"All wise, Almigl1ty, All good," 
The case of a fallen world suits, 

And the doctrine is well understood 
That" a tree should b~ known by its fruits." 

For thousands of years we have tried 
Oppression's hard rule among men, 

We have cheated, and murdered, and lied. 
What was the Lord doing then? 

With Europe, its millions in arms, 
With Africa, fighting, enslaved, 

With Hindoo, and Chinese alarms, 
Where is the nation that's sa\'cc1 ? 

His mercies are for all his works 
Then in view of this terrible row 

With Frank, German, Russians and Turks, 
What is the Lord doing now? 

Suppose that the Lord was to die, 
And the devil to reign supreme, 

Do you think that peoplt! would lie 
Any more than they do with Him? 

Would murder and thieving and crimes, 
Under satanic ruling increase? 

Viould the rogues have more flourishing times 
Than under this" Kingdom of Peace?" 

\Vould churches more envious grow? 
\Vould priests more their rivals o'erwhelm? 

Would politics more vices show? 
If Satan stood fast at the helm? 

In vkw of such infinite wrongs, 
Wilh your Lord in his governing chair, 

Away with your flattering songs! 
What is the Lord doing there? 

Let him curb in the mighty who try, 
\Yith tyrants, to rob and oppress, 

Let him succor the needy who cry; 
The sorrowing in their distress. 

Humanity, sore, tempest-tossed, 
Wants remedies here, he call scnd, 

Poor comfort to those who are lost, 
That all will be burned in the end. 

--THOMAS CURTIS. 

Satisfactory All Around. 

H I don't want to break the law," he 
said, as he stood in the presence of Captain 
Starkweather at police headquarters the 
other day. 

H You are very kind," replied the Cap
tain. "\Vhat is your case? " 

"My wife has skipped." 

" Indeed." 

"Yes; skipped out two days ago. As I 


said, I don't want to break the law. \Vhat 
is the customary rule in l:iuch cases? " 

c. Let her skip." 

" I am not expected to pursue her and 


shoot somebody?" 
"No." 
"Thanks. She has skipped. Let her 

skip. If she returns I overlook and for
give. If she does not I marry the hired 
girl. Perfectly satisfactory, sir, all around, 
and I thank you for your kindness." 

H UNTlNG in the dark is the quickest way 
of finding what you are not looking for.

'tt 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invcnted a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be nm by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy :ill 
the defccts in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and undel'
stand well. 

A model of the ahove dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RAT ION ALe 0 M ~1 IT NISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book ad vocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
other than poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com. 
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future RepUblic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig. 
orusly wIittt!n. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $£. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. 0, SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct iri all its utterances. Price 25 c::nts. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price [0 

cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrht has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 


Al\iERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNA)I & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
All E.'tpose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa.

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency \\'ith J. O. Scott, 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb B
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b.::en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I I 
jewels, $17.5°; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silveri~e case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
speciaJ artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, 14o, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the lateSt designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send bet,~er g9ods. 

SUl';rlJRIES.' 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Eleg:tnt8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

flest Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 	 6 Guitar Strings ·7° 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other ,column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDa.EADON,, 	 , of Edinhurgh. Scot-
I; ~ ,~~j.':.C:~~~ft.~r~~ u~~~~~-;i~~~ ,;1::1 ,n;,\i~~, ~~~ ~.l(~';~:f~ctt~.e.r~~ 

.. ""r·ut" li u ,·it· ty. J.t I. nc,v, at:u'UIIILt, and 'Very In.tructlve.u 
~ Lt the most lJUl'l.Lar and compreh~nsive book treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~~Y:!hl~ ~l~e~tt::a:~ ~n:lI!lC;:l~: ~Il!~e~ ~~~ ruf:~ I 
I nstructlve, practi~re!!entation of~'}Iooical COllllllon Senile" wedi A

Xa~~~~~~ Wb:~l~~s. ~)~~f.-i~~l':, ~Y:~. b~:.hl~~tt:;; ~~l ~~ r 
T ~Crough treatmf'nt of 6ubje<'ts t'SPCCiA~ important to young me N 
~ veryone who "wants to know. yuu kllOW," will find itinterelltm 0 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW,FEATURE Just introduced, consistsofa~riei!
• of beautiful ('()IOI'~d onat~~ 

leal ~hart•• in five colurs, gtlilrantctc.>d"':-uperior to any:'before otl'~red in a iAJo- . 
war phyaiologicol book. and rendering it R~l\in the mo:!t attrnctive and quick

selling AGENTS whohnvea\rcadyfoundl\-~C)ldm'neinit. Hr.
work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 11(1111 the firtlt six booJts in two 
hours_ " Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. SenWfor terms. ' 

a 16-pap:e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anc1FREE~luf' circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', DecU1Jl. M01l.thl". 

Standard Edition, .3.~S ~ Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JII1JUUY WLL PITB. (0.. 129 (N.) Eas' 28tb St., l\t. Jerk. 


Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction hy H.oLcrt 	 Being a popular account of the formation and 

Development of the Canon. By BfOP$QU C. 
G~ In~ers()ll. Price7 50 cents. 	 Keeler. Price. 50 cents, 

' Summary Editing. 

Poet-" I have a few verses here, sir, 
which I should--" 

! Editor-" Certainly. Will you kindly 
idrop them into the waste basket yourself. 
I am very busy just at present." 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 
Cl~ar, COllciu, SParkling, HdpJul. 

"Nationalism," by E,lward Bdlamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

I the Founder of the Order. 
I" Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 

"Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonweallh of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
~'The Function of the State," by Edwin D.l\1 ~ad. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs_ E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

~Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 
Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

';ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in se:ttling the liquor question. 
Paper,25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Arldress this orfice 

his
w 11 

Do. t ..r 

mldtll ..
semilldl 

oll allli 

,. Private 
an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 

, LIFI~~DprfY~~~ILJN~~;~
the D1<-st successful (in 
spec altyj as his I.ractke 

I surely I,ro\'e_ 'l'he 
treats all thofle peculiar d!s
e3.llt'S of young anll 
agetl men sl1ch as 
Weaklll'bS. impotency, kc., rl!-
8ultiug from inuescr"t '
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are ail ,nl:' 8houlu senu tell 110 
cents fot bis book, 
Counflellor," setting furth 
ext~m>tl App:icatiun-

A POM'rIVE CURE 

The book Is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion anll the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain Envelope!" used. The bonk spoken of sent sealed 

~a~d~vh~r~y~U.k~a~ tfli~Ifg!~~;~~~AND, NEW J ):RSEY' 
[From the Washington Na~lanal View_J 

T>r. Felljws. of Vineland, New Jersey offers hiS valuable 
!lervices to all those in neeJ of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. SiOlHiar advertisements from unreliable 

g~t~~:~F~iio~:~ ~~~I:li~tI1~ I\h~~ iiri':,~s:ta~ftst~r:~~:t 

I 
in his professhn. and the encomiums showereu UD:JIl him 
publicly as well as in private, are i!atteriog evidences of 
~!le high ap~rec,ati()n and ~oll~de~ce ~iB long and conscien

j~tly~:ri~nf~~ 11~, S::Jlfti~e:a}~ t~11~rfhi!on have 110 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIl}ERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P; FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy yoU sent 
1S workmg hke a cbarm. I ~m completely surprised the wl\y
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week 
3?d that wcaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out ali 
rIght. Yours reswctfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above fs a. fair !'ample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unit~ States 
from young. middl., ,aged and elderly men, suffenng fro~ 
var.OU3 kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
!w my External Application, the greatest of all known 
: cllloldies for this class of ui~eases. AS I am an outl\lld-out 
Lihcral I trust the Freethinkcrs of the Land will give. me 
their patronage, and not waste their timtl and money on 
Christian doctoI'Jj. DR. F.tLLGW8.~ 
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The Innocence of Childhood. 

Jim-cc Say, Pete, what you watchin'?" 
Pete-" Jest you hold yer jaw and sec. 

Do you see the guv'ner across the street.? " 
" Yep." 
" An' see the minister coming down the 

street toward him?" 
" Yep." 
"Well, I jest slipped the euchre deck in 

the guv'ner's tail pocket, and when he 
meets the minister he'll stop to talk, and 

not~ing except lost sheep. Got yer pistol?"
rephed the other. 1 

"Wh\, certainly." : 
,. Then let's wait here till he comes out, ! 

and give him a chanct! to explain what he : 
means by them personal remarks." 

GOD IN 'THE STATE ! 
• 	 1 / 

gument agalllst 0 In t e onstltutlOn, \ 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. \ 
. -:0: 

'Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 
eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

. 0, • 1 H 
Sunday laws~ elt ler uman or 


"Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 


eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & l\fACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

Pconfessional. nee, $r.so. . 
Address thIS office. 

---------------------------------- Address 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, I 

A ])iscussion between Gladstolle, Huxley. }\Iullet. tinton 'p 0 B 
. 8t:vill~ on the Conflict between Gencsi:; autJ GeolUM1 · • •fme. 50 e«:llta . .. . .. - I 

FREETHOUGHT. 

THE LATEST F:\SHIONS 


pull out his handkerchief to soak the sweat . 
off'n his face. Then there'll be a rev'lation. : 
Yip! Let's mosey; h~'s yanked the cards. " : 

It Sounded Somewhat Personal. 

A couple of Texas sheep-raisers, being : 
in Austin, went to church. On emerging ; 
from the sacred edifice one of them said: ; 

"I say. Bill, that preacher was hitting at:. 	 $
" ,BUSINESS SUITS FOR...... . ............. , . .... . ... .... ...... .... . ... ..... 25.00 


us. iDRE3S SUITS FOR .... . ........ : ................ . ................ . ..... . .. 35.00 

"You bet he was. He didn't talk about !IPANTS TO ORDER FOR............. . .................................. . . 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Appl ication 
I 

C:E3:A.S.. F. :BU:Fl..C1r:L\l.[..A..N". 
TAILOR, 


--101 FIFTH STREET 101-

l)i\(~IrIC Ci\l{l\IJ\GI~ (~(). 
_

By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American /BUSINES3 OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 
Secular Union. , ./ . 

-:0:- !()LIVER H'NCKI.":Y • -:' SUPERINTg~I>ENT 

This is tl~e hGe~')tdpr.esenhtatiocn of .the. ar- i~entral Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. i 

N Wand S W Corners Kearny an(l Sutter 8ts. 

. Telephone 1950. 
--- ..- . - .-. - -- . -..-.--- - - -.-- -.....-- 

J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SH0ES 

~Iade to orcin. Parcct fit guaranteed. Re . 

Showino- that there is no authority for the !pairing neatly done. I lIlvite the readers of this 
!paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma 51., cor. 5th, S. F. 

CHAS. W. CL.~RKP. A. CLARK,

DIAM0ND VALLEY 
NURSERIES. 


CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 


NURS ERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

Specialty. 


Have at Their Nurseries al1 Kinds of Fruit 
A startling book, particularly to those and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

unacquainted with the character of the Order~ Filled und .Deliver.ed on Short Not~ce. 
. -SpeCIal Attention GIven to PlantlDg 

and 	Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 


·CLARK BROS., 
0 

ox , S~n Jaointo, Oal. 

I 

H.EM:::>BURG·s 'W'ORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects consiclered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; CriminaJ ':-latistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitell!iariesj tht' 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church ant! Learning; the Church 
an.} Liberty; the Church and the ,\ntioosla.very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Chulch and the l<.e
pubiio. 

~ athers of the Republic. Paine, Wa~hjngton. 
Jeficlson, and l-Ianklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bihle Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sane
tinned by ,:,cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and H.ohbery; Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of lonquest anli 
Ex.termination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Humall Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 'cents; 6 copies, ~l. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. C) This is the best and ~ost 
thorough work ever written on the Sabhath 
from a ratjo/lal point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads : Origin of the Sab
balic Idea; the Jewish Sahbalh; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examinatiun of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian ~3b 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fa:hers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Age!;; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of \ hrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Law~ ~ p r j"I". '1C rpnt .. ~ h ronies. iT 

- WASHBURN'S WORKs. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Church 
Price, 10 cents. 	 • 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schuols 
Pric~ 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane1 Price, 10 cents• 
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JUST PUBLISHED. .rUST PUBLISHED.l FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 

THE GLO~Y .  I 

~ OF IQFIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one -of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the CQngress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. . JOHN, E. REl\lSBURG. 

The lectl~re was U The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-0. platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

. E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny ~t., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S VVORKs. A Church Committee Comes to Grief. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five In conversation the other day, says the 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum- Hartwell, Ga., Sun, an old resident related 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," this anecdote, which occurred some forty
and "Heretics and Heresies." years ago: On Shoal Creek there lived a U 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 25. number of old-time gentlemen with their 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, antique notions of life, with the decanter 
\Voman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

I 

of old liquors on the sideboard as the cor
"The Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander nerstone of their far-famed hospitality and 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a the mainstay of their domestic economy. 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger- Notwithstanding the universality of whisky 
solI:' drinking, the churches, as a rule, were 

Some Mistakes of ..Moses. Paper, So cents; more rigid in disciplining their members 
cloth, $1 25· c::l than they are no\'\7. Among those whose 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain membership was at Shoal Creek, was Judge 
cloth, $1 25. L., and, in an unguarded moment, he 

What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 25 took' too much' and was seen drunk. The 
c,!.ntl; next conference promptly appointed a com-

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, mittee to visit the brother, which com
Ju(ige Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. mittee consisted of Judge P. and JudoO'e \V. 
Fish(H. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

At the appointed day the committee went 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. over to visit the offender, who gave them a 


$1 per dozen, postpaid. ... k
hearty welcome, and all too a social 

Ingerson Catechised: His-Answers to :t Num- drink, which was so often repeated during
ber of Vital Questions Propounded hy the edi
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents their stay that they forgot the object of their 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. visit. The next conference called for a re-

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks port on the case, when one of the gentle
of the New York Oburv". By Robert G. men arose and said that they had labored 
Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. with the brother and were satisfied. Judge 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, L., who was present this time, made his 
5 cents. . statement, and finished with the remark 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size that if he ever got drunk again the church 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. would do well to send to him men who 

Ingersoll's L~ctures Complete. Bound in one :e~~J, not as fond of liquor as he was him
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

PUTNAM'S "W'ORI'CS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
I-f,'ashburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is \Yithin him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-.ROD
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to lll.it with 
the 1ivn~ spirit of to.day."-7okn SU';llton'r 
PtaHl-_ 

Why Don't He Lend, a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. " Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
~BlIlgarillr. c 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever myste:rious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Tlu (Jnivtru, 
San Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Ftlote'z JIealt4 
.Monthly • 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related. Q It is well worth readin~."-Bosl4J1S 
Imustip"ator~ 

PrGIllt;lilell~; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured fort h, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and heauty."-Dr. Henry 
IV. Be/lows. Q r 

Gottlieb: His Life· or, Love· Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told litt1e tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."-Elmina Dralle Slmk". 

THE. FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Ghidstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold hy :Putnam & Macdon~ 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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CHARLES BRADLAUGH says: ."To me Theosophy is hardly on 
the lerel of Mormonism, and has only a very minor place among 
the world's delusions." 

THE Rev. l\ir. Craf(s, who is stumping lhe coast in the interests 
of a national Sunday law, got a severe set-back in Oakland last 
Monday night. The'Adventists and Freethinkers" packed" his 
meeting. so that when' he brought out his Sunday-law petition 
for the audience to indorse, it was rejected by a vote of 102 to 98. 

THE Supreme court of Pennsylvania has decided that a 
marriage solemnized on Sunday is null and void. We may next 
expect to hear of this same repository of wisdom and justice 
ruling that a murder committed on Sunday is invalid, and that 
the man who is killed must show up on Monday morning or be 
fined for contempt of court. 

MANY cities are contending for the site of the Three America 
Exposition in 1892 . New York wants it; so do St. Louis, Chi
cago, and Washington. San Francisco has not as yet put in its. 
bid, but why not have the exposition here? We guarantee visitors 
open doors seven days in the week, which is more than the 
Sunday-law cities of the East can do. 

THE Street Committee has refused the request of the Rev. Mr. 
Reiser to suppress the whistling of locomotives. As the law 

compels engineers to whistle when approaching the crossings, 
the com mittee decided to report that it was better to endure the 
noise than to have people run over by the cars. Perhaps t~at 
thought will be new to the Rev. Mr. Reiser. 

ON the first day of the present month the people of Massachu
setts and the surrounding country met at Plymouth and dedicated 
a monument to the memory of the Pilgrim fathers. It was 
wholly a religious ceremony, of which Scripture reading and the 
singing of hymns formed a large share. Mr. Breckenridge, of 
Kentucky, delivered the oration, in the course ofwhich he affirmed 
that the great reason why we should honor the memory of the 
Pilgrims is because· of their devotion to religious liberty and the 
separation of church and state. It is strange that this delusion as 
to the tolerant character of the settlers of New England should 

still exist in the minds of intelligent men. The fact is that the 
Pilgrims had not the slightest idea of religious liberty. They 
were narrow-minded, bigoted, and intolerant. They persecuted 
all who differed from them, hanged or banished Quakers, and 
drowned h witches." Perhaps they deserve credit for their courage 
and sincerity, but their record on the religious question is little 
less than infamous. . 

THE Denison, Texas, Sunday Gazetteer reports and reflects: 
" After two months of prayerful conference of Baptists at Waco, 
the Rev. M. T. Martin, the popular Georgia evangelist, has been 
convicted of teaching heresy, and' impeached.' He is, however, 
allowed to continue as a 'layman.' How he can be orthodox 
as a layman, and heterodox as a preacher, is not very clear, 
supposing him to be a conscientious man. The heresy of Mr. 
Martin appears to consist in the fact that he taught that assurance 
of conversion was necessary before baptism." 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, August II, at 8 o'clock. R. Guy McClellan, Esq., will 
lecture on" The American House of Lords." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

From Drain's to Scottsburg is a somewhat tedious journey. 
There was a young clergyman with us, however, and a man who 
could play "Yankee Doodle" with his jawbone, and so there was 
something to interest as we went up and down the vast hills. The 
varieties of human nature which one meets on a stage-coach help 
to while away the time. I pass the night at Scottsburg. The 
fiddle is brought forth and there is quite a merry-making. The 

t d . t d of the lu be' t th b ttl d(Tnex ay, ms ea m nno sage, e oa a {es us own 
the sparkling Umqua. This journey is delightful. \Ve pass 
through intricate palisades of hills. They are brilliant in the 

sunshine. Beautiful shades of green mingle with the brown and 
gray tints, and columns of white trunks shine amid the living 
forest. As we glide onward, from the unfolding heights in front 
new pictures flash in wonderful change. Then the hills disap
pear, the glittering wastes of sand fade into the misty horizon, 
the river broadens out, its stream touches the vast Pacific, and the 
inumerable waves, like careering horses, make a tumultuous 
splendor far as the eye can see. In faint brilliance the unmeas
ured ocean slowly rolls beyond. We disembark, and friend Jar
vis becomes our charioteer. I had heard that he had been con
verted during the past year and joined the hardshell Baptists, but 
a few minutes' conversation convinced me that he was a Chris
tian, if at all, after the fashion of Jim Bludsoe. I don't think he 
has any inclination" to loaf about the throne." I think he 
would rather drive the stage for an indefinite period. From the 
mouth of the Umqua to Empire City is a journey worthy of the 
gods. The mighty o:ean plays its eternal symphony at our feet. 

http:Second-cla.ss
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Its million waves rush in melodious strife, and pile to the front 
and rear of our way as if they would carry us· to the caverns of 
the sea. The. wreck-strewn .shore, the ghostly mounds of sand 
stretching away into bleak forests, the sunshine lying in strange 
gleams of gold on cloudy headlands, while evermore the sea, 
as if unconscious of the desolation it makes, sings its wondrous 
song, gleams with soft and tender hues, ripples and dances as if 
in fairy halls, or thunders and surges with gorgeous billows, 
seeming now a queen with jeweled breajit and lovely smile, and 
anon a monstrous beast, roaring, and tearing with white teeth, as 
if it wonld devour the whole land and we were but a morsel in 
its gigantic throat; these bewildering, majestic, grotesque, and 
entrancing scenes-sea and land and sky in awful contrast and 
subtle harmony-touch and impel the "sea within" so that onr 
own thoughts answer in equal rhythm to the tumult and glory 
without, and we seem a part of the elemental grandeur, and not 
the victim of its relentless force. While we· are dreaming as if 
we could dream forever, like Brahma himself, the horses, mind
less of everything except the" tramp, tramp, tramp," keep right 
on, and, thanks to their sturdy toil, in the gray of the evening the 
twinkling lights of Empire City, over the bay, greet our view. 
Leaving the stage and taking again to boat-stemming the tide 
with the muscular stroke of our oarsman-we find the landing
place, and a cozy supper with mine landlord of the Arago. Be
fore I had finished the meal I had the unexpected pleasure of a 
good handshake with Professor Seymour, who, for a month or 
more, has been doing a fine business with the heads and hearts 
of the people here-feeling of their heads, and touching their 
hearts to Liberal impulses. Manipulating the bumps of the or
thodox cranium, he manages to impart the electric shock of a 
few new ideas, and so the field is better prepared for the radical 
worker. 

On Friday, July 26, friend Hazard drives me over to Marsh
field. Hazard is a royal worker and has done almost all that has 
been done at Empire City, for the cause. Only a few seem dis
posed to stay by the colors, and a still less number are willing to 
help pay the expenses .. I think Empire .City will eventually 
swing into line, but time and patience are necessary. 

At Marshfield there is always a noble welcome. Friends are 
many here. The churches, however, are making strenuous 
efforts, and two new edifices are being built, Catholic and Epis
copalian. I lectured on Friday and Saturday evenings to good 
audiences. 

Sunday is a gala day. There is a picnic on North Coos river. 
The steamer Bertha is chartered for the occasion, and early on 
Sunday morning it is filled with a merry company of old and 
young with capacious baskets that promise a luxurious satisfac
tion to the wants of the hungry man. Away we speed up the 
broad bay to. the river, and soon we are interlocked in the bosom 
of th~ hills and voyaging through sublime and beautiful prospects. 
The steep hills rise on either side, occasionally a handsome dwell
ing appears, and a \'VeIl cultivated farm. One might imagine 
that we were passing through Arcadia, where life flows on in 
peace and beauty, "where storms do never come, nor billows 
roar.". The sun shines in mellow radiance, the clouds float like 
silver, the gentle winds fan the brow, the starry banner tosses 
from in front of the little steamer that goes puffing on its 
slow and devious way. From point to point our numbers in
crease. As the steamer is crowded, boatloads are taken in tow, and 
as we near the point of destination there is quite a gay flotilla in 
the rear, which makes a magnificent procession along the watery 

path. We were due at ten o'clQck, but it was after twelve before 
we reached Piper's grove, nearly two miles this side of our camp
ground. The tide was low, and in order to avo.id snags, the boat 
had to pick its way rather carefully. Finally it got aground, and 
we were obliged to take refuge in the small boats and row up 
stream. Off we started, wondering it we would ever" get there." 
It seemed as if we were enroute for the Celestial City, so many 
difficulties presented themselves. As we went up the river, 
Jemmie Hutchinson, who was disporting rather carelessly on the 
prow, tumbled headlong into the water. For a moment there 
was a pretty lively scrimmage. . He could swim like a fish, and 
the way he went for the shore was a most interesting spectacle. 
\Ve held our breath until he was safe, and then as he leap~ 
dripping to the land, we could not help being amused at the 
happy outcome of the incident. This served as a spicy interlude. 
Pretty soon we struck an immense raft of logs. There was no 
going around or over. The rest of the way was a walking-match 
through brush, through briar, crossing the stream on logs, etc. 
The greatest problem was how to convey the eatables. . It being 
near one o'clock, there was a general desire for an early dinner, 
but it seemed a proligious task to lug those big baskets half a 
mile or so. By skillful management one boat was pushed by 
the raft, and into this the provisions were packed, and we went 
on our way rejoicing. Our destination, The Forks, was reached, 
and our friends of the "upper country" were present to greet us, 
and the tables and seats were ready. They had been waiting 
ever since nine o'clock for the boat to come, but in this case it 
was impossible to go against the tide. It didn't take long to 
spread the table with plenty. Cathcart had prepared a "thorough
bred" chicken for the occasion, and in memory of old times, I 
enjoyed a part of the ministerial bird. When the good things 
had been disposed of without a dissenting voice, I gave a lecture 
on ee Universal Mental Liberty," which occupied the time until 
the flooding of the tide. \Ve must take our departure then, or 
not" go home till morning." So at half past four we are all on 
the boats again, and the homeward journey begun down the 
shining river, while the setting sun pours rts golden rays over 
bank and stream. The tide is with us now, and we speed with
out delay. Day and night were mingling in glorious beautv-star 
and sunset gleaming as we swept into the bay and mo~red at 
the Marshfield wheetf. The festival was a most successful one. All 
were happy and tired, and had a good night's sleep. When 
Monday came it seemed to be a good deal like Sunday itself, it 
was so quiet like. 

On Monday evening the series of lectures closes with a full 
hO'\lse, and I feel well satisfied with the outlook here. There is 
progress. The ideas of Liberalism are being understood and ap
preciated. It is seen that they are not destructive, but con
structive, and for elevation and enlightenment. I hope to see ~ 
Freethought Hall here. Marshfield is a pretty place, and the 
climate n~w is delightful, cool and refreshing. We can look 
forth upon the bay and sea, and encircling hills, forest-crowned, 
and the views are varied and attractive. Coos county has manv 
resources. If has coal and timber in vast quantities. It has "a 
fruitful soil along the streams and in the valleys. It is somewhat 
isolated, being sixty miles from the railroad. However, by 
steamer, it is only thirty-six hours' ride to San Francisco. The 
harbor is a. good one-the best on the upper cOJ.st, next to San 
Francisco and the Sound. It is expected that a railroad will be 
built from Roseburg to Marshfield. The Coast Range is rugged, 
and it will require skillful engineering to put the railroad through, 
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but undoubtedly it will be done, and this county will become one THE GLORY OF A FREE SUNDAY. 

of the most flourishing in the state. Empire City and Marshfield 
would make fine summer resorts. The heat is moderated by the 
sea breezes, and one does not suffer, while in the interior the 
thermometer is up to a hundred. There are many tourists so
journing at present. ' There are interesting geological records. 
I visited the wonderful collection of "Mr. B. H. Cam mann, at 
Empire City. He has spent years in accumulating these treasures 
of the land and deep-leaves, strange and beautiful, from the 
unmeasured years. Petrified trees and animals, agates, crystalli
zations, mosses of infinite variety and exquisite forin and color, , 
shells and stones colored "as if by some m~ter artist; all the~e 

have been gathered in the county and show that it is a marvelous 
storehouse ofthe relics of time. 

My friend, Mr. F. Marks, has built a new business block, with 
a handsome town clock. .He intends to finish the upper story 
into a hall and reading room which shall be for science and Free
thought. This will be of great benefit to the community, and 
will help make potent its Liberal forces. I am enjoying the ho£
pitality of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Garfield, who always welcome with 
generous spirit, and give courage to the toiler. 

I forgot to make arrangements for the moonlight as I promised, 
but notwithstanding the darkness ~ir. and Mrs. C. S. Hilborn 
and Mr. and Mrs." A. Worth came over the bay to the meetings. 
These Liberals will keep the flag flying in all sorts of weather. 

Our North Coos River friends did nobly in the campaign, and 
I enjoyed meeting these generous allies; and my thanks are due 
them for their successful co-operation, to W. W. Glenn, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. B. Cathcart, John Bazzel, Mr. and Mrs. \Vm. VanCamp, 
Robert Haskell, John Chambers, Mrs. Rook, J. R. ·:Bunch, C. 
Landreth, W. D. L. F. Smith, and others. Freethought will 
flourish in these mighty solitudes and span the glittering forks of 
the Coos, so long as this splendid company are ready to" blaze 
the wilderness." 

Mrs. S. M. Bates, Mrs. Mary McLeod, Mrs. F. Marks, Miss 
Blanche Bates, Mrs. E. W. Sprague, and others, are among the Lib
eral women of Marshfield who have the courage of their con vic
tions and ~ive the grace of art to intellectual toil, and see in truth 
the" fair humanities of a nobler world." 

Judge Garrison, chairman of the meetings at Marshfield; Wm. 
Hall, who presided at our camp-meeting OIl the Coos river; 
Judge W. H. S. Hyde, W. G. Webster, H. Evans, S. J. Steckel, 
R. M. Hutchinson, D. M. Hutchinson, A. Hutchinson, and Jim
mie, who can not only swim Jordan or any other stream, but talk 
Freethought; E. W. Sprague,'Wm. Hunter, J. M. Arrington, the 
Rasmunsen Bros., the Jacksons, Capt. M. Roberts, John Wilson, 
Wm. Gilmore, E. W. Gupte1, G. J. Earl, S. Archer, and many 
others, are of the Freethought host in this vicinity, and they make 

It is stated that the Rev. Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary 
of the American Sunday Association, being desirous of obtaining 
"a world-\vide view of Sabbath observance," corresponded with 
more than two hundred persons residing in nearly every nation 
of the world, and asked this question: 

"\Vhere have you seen the best Sabbath observance? " 

A San Francisco pastor answered: 
" Among the Christian people of California. II 

When it is remembered that California stands almost alone 
among the states of this Union in having no Sunday law, such a 
statement as that of the S.m Francisco pastor is very significant. 
It shows that California Christians have at least the merit of sin. 
cerity, and it shows also that people who believe in Sunday ob
servance will practice it as faithfully where there is no law com
pelling them to do so as where such a law exists, and even more 
Lti h"ully according to the testimony quoted. 

\Ve are quite unab1e, therefore, to understand why the Chris
tian" of the state shoull} desire a Sunday law. The Freethinkers 
certainly do not. It would be inoperative except for the purposes 
of persecution in special cases. Sincere religious people would 
not be affected by it, while the great mass of citizens who now 
spend the day in ordinary worldly pursuits would be converted 
into "law-breakers. Nothing is more gratifying in its results than 
a free Sunday, such as that of California, where we see the devout 
voluntarily performing what they regard as their religious duties, 
while those who do not share the belief of their pious fellow
citizens spend the day as suits them best. There is no restraint 
above ordinary daYi upon either the devotee of religion or the 
devotee of pleasure; and each has the same protection under the 
law. This is practical religious freedom, and anything else 
would be ecclesiastical despotism. 

GIRARD'S UNFAITHFUL EXECUTORS. 

The daily papers during the past week have printed the in
formation that the French heirs of Stephen Girard are about to 
bring suit in Philadelphia to recover property now' valued at 
$13,000,000, which is held partly in trust by the city of Philadel
phia and Mrs. Eugenia Girard, and partly by the state of Louisiana. 
The ground on which the suit is based is the alleged infraction 
of the terms of Girard's will. The most important provision of 
the will was that all the revenues accumulating in the hands of 
the municipal corporation of Philadelphia were to be applied to 
certain works of embellishment, charity, and police organization. 
Fifty-eight years have elapsed since Girard's death, and apart 
from a college which was established only seventeen years after 
his death, the city of Philadelphia has done nothing to carry out 

our labors a pleasure indeed, with their goodwill and generous"' 'the intentions of the testator. There are about $2,000,000 of 
appreciation of all that is done. I have had an experience which 
enriches both thought and hope; and the sunshine, falling on the 
radiant hills and far shining sea and growing city, bears within its 
bosom the promise of world-wide progress; and the heart of hu
manity, like the mighty ocean itself, gives the glow and splendor 
of the bright and boundless day to come. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

Marshfield, July 30, 1889. 

II THERE are two personages," says the Rev. N. F. Ravlin, "who 
are accused of many things of which they are innocent. These 
two are God and the devil." 

BoUND volumes of FREEl'HOUGIIT for 1888 may be had for $.3. So. 

unemployed revenues accumulated. The parties to bring the 
suit are Miss Henrietta Girard, of Philadelphia, and Mrs. Devars 
du Maine, of Paris. The former is the niece and the latter the 
grand-niece of Stephen Girard. They are both poor. The suit 
ao-ainst Louisiana will be to recover two hundred and eight 
thousand acres. . 

From the perusal of Girard's will, which is published in Dr. 
Westbrook's work on ., Girard's Will and Girard College Theolo
gy," we do not gather that the testator's French heirs stand a very 
good chance to get the property. The clause of the will relating 
to " embellishment, charity, and police organization" provides 
that if the city of Philadelphia fail to use the bequest as prescribed 
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the money passes to the state of Pennsylvania; and if the state 
fail to apply the bequest to the purpose mentioned, the "said re
mainder and accumulations" go to the United States of America 
"for the purposes of internal navigation, and no other." Girard, 
apparently, designed that the money which he accumulated in .. 
this country should stay here, so that Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and the United States, stand between the trustees and the French 
heirs as conditional legatees. It is a great pity that the men 
whom Girard entrusted with the care of his immense wealth, 
could not have had the honesty to dispose of it according to his 
last will and testament. Their unfaithfulness is 'particularly 
prominent in the way they have administered his estate as regards 
the college which he founded. He desired that the teachings in 
that college should inculcate the purest principles of morality 
with no admixture of religion, and the trustees have allowed a 
chapel to be built upon the grounds, and religious teaching has 
become a part of the curriculum. The trustees should be called 
to account, and that with the greatest possible dispatch. 

THE AMERICAN SECULAR ~UNION. 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE THIRTEENTH ANNU AL CONGRESS. 
The next annual Congress of the American Secular Union will 

be held in Philadelphia, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Octo
ber 25, 26, and 27, 1889. It is deemed expedient to holJ this 
meeting where our society was organized in 1876, and where the 
so-called" National Reform Association" has its headquarters, 
and has recently held an important convention, and for many 
historic and other reasons. 

The general object of our Association not being well under
stood, it is therefore often misrepresented. It is deemed proper 
to here make a brief statement of its leading principles. \Vhile 
our federal and state constitutions are formed on the assumption 
of the total separation of church and state, yet both the general 
and state governments maintain numerous practical connections 
of the state with the church. Moreover, a large, wealthy, and 
influential organization exists, having for its avowed object the 
amendment of our federal and state constitutions, so as to recog
nize and enforce by law certain forms of religious belief and ob
servances, and certain acts of legislation have actually been 
proposed and discussed in the United States Senate for virtually 
establishing a form of sectarian religion, especially in our public 
schools. 

Against these innovations and perversions we are organized to 
protest, and to this end we advocate the equitable taxation of 
church property; the tolal discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the public schools; the repeal of all laws enforc
ing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath; the cessation of all 
appropriations of the public funds for religious institutions; the 
abolition of state-paid chaplaincies; the substitution of simple 
affirmation, under the pains and penalties of perjury, for the ju
dicial oath; the non-appointment of religious fasts, festivals, and 
holidays by public authority; the practical establishment of sim
ple morality and intelligence as the basis of purely Secular gov
ernment, and the adequate guarantee of public order, prosperity, 
and righteousness; and whatever other measures may be neces
sary to the total separation of church and state. 

To this Congress we cordially invite all true patriots, without 
regard to their individual religious belief or disbelief, who are 
wJlling to work for the maintenance of the Secular principle in 
our Civil government, and to oppose the machinations of sacer
d'otalists, whether Catholic or Protest<l;nt, in their schemes to gain 

ecclesiastical supremacy, and destroy the mental and moral lib
erty of the free citizens of this most successful of all Secular civil 
governments, in ancient or modern times. 

All charter and life members, all vice-presidents, all chairmen 
of state executive committees, and all duly accredited delegates 
from local Secular societies are entitled to seats and votes in this 
Congress. Each local society is entitled to send its president, 
secretary, and three other delegates. Annual members by pay
ment of one dollar are entitled to seats. 

Particulars as to the place of meeting, speakers, and their sub
jects, etc., will be announced hereafter. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, President, 
E. A. STEVENS, Secretary, E. B. FOOTE, JR., Ch. Ex. Com. 
M. A. FREEMAN, Ch. Fin. Com. OTTO WETTSTEI~, Treas. 

FAITH AND REPENTANCE. 

A clergyman of Boulder, Col., who, through the kindness of a 
fri~nd, has taken FREETHOUGHT for six months, writes us to dis-· 
continue-not because l}.e does not like the paper, but for the 
reasons that he cannot afford to pay for it, cannot trespass on 
generosity, and does' not like to run in debt. The clergyman, 
whose name is Campbell, continues: 

"In my judgment, the two greatest sins now in vogue are debt and 
intemperance. I have read each number of your paper carefully includ
ing the ads., and while I cannot say that I have received any permanent 
benefit from it, I think it has done me no harm. It so happens that 
yours truly believes in God, heaven, and eternal life, and that the only 
way to get there is by that repentance and faith which Christ preached 
at Mark i, 14-15. I have never been on your coast, but I have read that 
yours is a wonderful state. Now, if you Californians have discovered a 
Verba Buena, Vinegar Bitters, or other specific that will cure debt, in
temperance, and the miseries of mankind, quicker and surer than the re
pentance and faith aforesaid, by all means trot it out. I know lots of 
folks that are suffering for it, and if Freethought is that yerb, then the 
Lord and all good people will bless the names of Putnam & Macdonald 
for spreading it. See? " 

We can agree with our clerical correspondent to the extent of 
admitting that debt and, intemperance are among the greatest 
evils now in vogue, but there is no ecclesiastical authority for 
calling them the greatest of sins. The seven deadly sins enum
erated by the church do not include either of them. We know 
of but one honest way of curing a debt, namely, to pay it. ~ We 
can assure Mr. Campbell that a debt which is paid will never 
cause him inconvenience provided he holds a receipt. The 
method to which he referrs as laid down in Mark i, 15, "repent 
and believe the gospel," will not work. The repentance may be 
genuine and the belief sincere, but it will not buy land. As 
Ingersoll remarked, "If I owe Smith ten dollars, and God for
gives me, that does not pay Smith." If faith and repentance 
would discharge debt, the Rev. Mr. Campbell should have felt 
no compunctions of conscience about accepting this paper on 
trust, as he undoubtedly exercises both these so-called virtues. 

Neither will repentance and faith materially mitigate intem
perance. Every toper repents while sobering off, and even the 
devils believe. True temperance consists in stopping when you 
get enough. Temperate habits must be founded on a robust self
respect, and a knowledge of the pathological effects of physical 
and mental intoxication. Freethought teaches the virtues of dis
charging obligations and maintaining sobriety in all the depart
ments of life. It is indeed the Yerba Buena, the panacea, and 
the summum bonum. The" Lord and all good people" will 
please send their blessin3' by return mail. 
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WE have received notice of the death at Howard, Kan., of N. 
A. Buckingham, a Freethinker. Mr. Buckingham was forty-six 
years of age, a native ofEssex, Conn. Previous to his death he 
requested that there should be no religious ceremonies at his 
funeral, and those who shared his unbelief saw that his wishes 
were respected. 

IN consequence of threatened outrages to the Bruno statue, 
Adriano Lemmi, Grand Master of the Italian Freemasons, has 
ordered private detectives to watch in the Campo dei Fiori both 
day and night. ,This, says the London Freethinker, will be an 
occasion of crowing to the rival city of Naples, where there has 
been a statue of Bruno since 1865. 

THE papers report that Mr. Henry Welger, who was last week 
placed in an asylum, is a Spiritualist, who deludes himself with 
the belief that the Almighty will transport him to a star. The 
report is probably an error. Mr. Welger is undoubtedly a The
osophist, and places too literal an interpretation on the Theo
sophical formula, "Sz'c illtr ad aslra"-" such is the way to the 
. stars. " 

IN spite of the burning of Seattle through divine negligence 
the delegates at the Olympia Convention began the preamble of 
their new constitution with the words, "Grateful to the Supreme 

. Ruler of the Universe." This acknowledgment was put on 
record July 31, and August 4 Spokane Falls, one of the finest 
cities in the territory, went up in flames. Some of the members 
of the convention argued that Providence would not appreciate 
the compliment which the others were trying to pay him, and 
now it looks as if they were right. 

THERE is a suggestive remark in President Beal's report of 
Secular work in Oregon. He says: "If every Liberal would in
duce every other Liberal to take FREETHOUGHT, what a large 
amount of labor it would save in making up our convention." 
Every worker can appreciate the value of that suggestion, for it 
is well known that about the .only Liberals who can be depended 
upon for co-operation are those who take a Freethought paper. 
It is the first step in Secular propaganda. A paper coming weekly 
keeps the reader informed of the progress made, and sustains 

,interest in the work. We cordially invite the Liberals of Oregon 
to send in their names as subscribers to FREETHOUGHT. 

A N J!:W YORK Spiritualist paper, the Celestial City, reflects upon 
the Summerland tract at Santa Barbara as follows: 

" Far out on the Pacific Slope, hemmed in between a homely range of 
rugged, knotty, infertile mountains on the one hand, and on the other a 
dreary expanse of endless sea that has not even the activity of a surf, 
there lit!s a misemble, barren waste. Four consecutive months of each 
year no rains fall upon this parched, far-off land, while the sun's bright 
rays beat do'wn and dry to pulverous dust the burning soil. Here is 
wanted to be established the new colony of Summerland, the future home 
of the Spiritualists of the world. No native fresh water is found within 
the border lines of this would-be city of the future. All the fresh water 
it gets for the irrigation of this unfruitful land is forced ther~ through 
pipes, from a distance of four miles; and year in and year out has this 
sluggish soil sung its melancholy ioliloquy in unison with the listless 
waters of the calm Pacific. To this forlorn and forsaken ragged edge of 
the western world are the owners and prop:tgators of Summerland trying, 
by the wholesale suppression of all information relative to its disadvan
tages, to induce the people to come, trying to inveigle the innocent and 
the uninformed into giving up comfortable homes in the fertile fields of 
the East, and taking up their abode in this wretched colony." 

To preserve the amenities, Mr. Owen, of the Golden Gate, de

nounces the Celestial City as "an unmitigated fabricator of mis
statements," and adds: " We might be pardoned if we expressed 

, ourselves in shorter words." . 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It was not expected that there would be a large attendance at 
the last meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society, be
cause Dr. O'Brock had been allowed to harass the previous 
gathering, and the demoralizing effects of his ministrations usually 
last two or three weeks. Nevertheless, such is the self-sacrificing 
spirit of the Liberals of the city that nearly every seat was filled. 
Professor Joran gave a lively piano solo, and the IVIisses Hae1ke 
a piano and zither duet. 

Dr. Jerome A. Anderson was down for an address. As he did 
not appear at eight o'clock there was a temporary suspense, which 
Professor Miller relieved by consenting to discuss the subject 
of "Good and Evil." He was doing well, and had got as far as 
Ormuzd and Ahriman, the Persian representatives of beneficent 
and malevolent forces, when Dr. Anderson came in and took his 
place. Dr. Anderson's discourse consisted of four or five pages 
of typewritten matter, which he read in about fifteen minutes. 
He took the ground that good and evil were relative terms. The 
cure for evil was obedience to divine law, and the practice of 
altruism. He argued that life was made up mainly of evil, but 
that death would work a glorious change, after which something 
better might be expected. 

The address did not suit the audience very well, as most of 
the members of the society are Materialists. But plenty of good 
music and a collection brought repose, and then Professor Miller 
presented the scientific aspect of the matter. He said that a 
future existence was beautiful to contemplate, and a belief in it 
would be consoling if there were any evidence to support it. 
Obedience to law might also be beneficial, but we must not be 

, too dogmatic abo,ut what the law really is. The preaching of 
Altruism for two thousand years had not increased the world's 
confidence in it to the detriment of self-reliance and self-help. 
Weare in the midst of conflicting forces. Life is a warfare, with 
only occasional cessations of struggle, when the mind becomes 
oblivious to the outward turmoil by indulgence in plea~ing hopes 
and aspirations, or when the senses are soothed by music, the 
perfect adjustment of sound and rhythm, like that to which we 
had just listened, Professor Miller was heartily applauded, and 
after this things were lively enough. 

Mr. Faust arose to announce that Mrs. Briggs desired to ad
dress the meeting. Mrs. Briggs took the floor and said she was 
pained to hear such utterances as those of Mr. Miller. If any 
one was ignorant of a future life it was his fault, as there were 
many places in the city where the fact in,the case could be dem
onstrated. Mrs. Briggs kindly pardoned the audience for smil· 
ing at this assertion, and related some spiritual experience, 
wherein Mr. John S. Verity, deceased, had spoken through Mrs. 
Higgs, medium, and denied that he was dead until he had his 
attention called to it. Those present showed him that he was 
using the vocal organs of a woman, was clothed in female 
habiliments, and in other respects differed essentially from a 
male. The speaker added that Theodore Parker and D. M. 
Bennett had also spoken through the same medium, thus dem
onstrating the future state. Mrs. Briggs said that if the Infidels 
thought they 'could get along without the co-operation of the 
Spiritualists they were much mistaken. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis testified that he had known Mr. Verity in 
this life, and accounted him a man of good sense, but if death 
had so affected his intellect that he didn't know whether he was 
living or dead, his last state was worse than the first. Mr. Curtis 
said that as for himself, if he found as many foolish people in 
the next world as there were in this he should feel like com
mitting spiritual suicide. 

Mr. Burgman said that he had been thinking of something to 
say previous to Mr. Curtis's remarks, but the latter gentleman 
had confused him so that he had nearly forgotten it. If he were 
a Materialist, and if he believed there was no hereafter, that this 
unhappy world was the only one we were destined to occupy, he 
would commit suicide at once and be done with it. He did not 
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believe that tflere was a person in the audience who had not faith 
in an after life notwithstanding their seeming indorsement of 
the previous·sp~aker. They were merely psychologized by his 
eloquence, not' convinced by his argument. Such, indeed, was 
the maleficent influence of Mr. Curtis that Mr. Burgman had 
seen people whom· he knew to be Spiritualists applauding his 
diabolical utterances. " You Infidels," said Mr. Burgman, "de
serve all the abuse you get. You are more ignorant and illiberal 
than the Christians, and you don't want to be enlightened," or 
words to that effect. 

Dr. Anderson, in replying to his critics, regretted that he was 
not an extemporary speaker, but he. would do his best. Hi:; re
gret proved to be unfounded, for his closing remarks were much 
livelioer than his opening address. It pained him, he said, to see 
the question of a future life held up to ridicule, and it ~stonished 
him to hear such ridicule applauded by the members of the 
Freethought Society, who thereby merely showed their ignorance. 

Mr. Curtis got in the last word by saying that he ridiculed 
only that which was ridiculous. If what he had said was open 
to the same criticism, he hoped to be ridiculed himself. 

Then the meeting was adjourned, but the discllssion con
tinued. Various members of the society expressed their opinion 
about the policy of discussing questions like Spiritualism, which 
were alien to the objects of Secularism. Mr. Lemme said i~ 
ought to be stopped. A promising Freethought organization in 
Los Angeles a few years ago was killed by just this sort of dis
cussion and dissension. Mr. Beaumont said that the Spiritualists 
not only wearied him, but made him suffer. Mr. Schou said 
that the lecture did not amount to anything, but the collection 
was good. Mr. Eastman desired to know who selected the lec
turers and who was responsible for introducing the present one. 
Mr. Furgason handed down the opinion, Mr. Pingree coincid
ing, that according to the declarations of the speaker ther~ was 
no affiliation between Freethought and Theosophy. It IS ap
parent that if the man who makes up the monthly programme 
puts any more Spiritualists on the list his resignation will be 
called for in no uncertain tones. 

The next meeting will be addressed by R. Guy McClellan, 
whose subject is the "American House of Lords," having 
reference to the United States Senate. : 

A SIMPLE SAMPLE COPY. 

I know a hardy mining man, who works with pan and pick 

In the wilds of Yuba county, where the gold is rather thick. 

Sometimes he finds the yield is good, and sometimes prety slim, 

But on a day when he was flush his pard presented him 

With. a number of this journal, and 'tis thus begins a tale 

Of a simple sample copy that was sent out through the mail. 


He liked the sentiments thereof, and pocketed the same, 

And called upon the writer when he next to 'Frisco came. 

He'd sold his dust for legal coin, in twenty-pieces bright, 

And wishing to improve his mind, bought everything in sight. 

It was a most surprising thing to make so large a sale 

From a simple sample copy that was sent out through the mail. 


When he'd purchased all he wanted of the books that were the best, 

He bought a Freethought Badgepin for to decorate his vest. 

He selected several dollars' worth, if all the truth were told, 

And paid for everything he got in California gold. 

There was never such a harvest, gathered from a miner hale, 

By a simple sample copy that was sent out through the mail. 


Then he told me many stories of the mountain, mine, and woou, 

Of early California days when times were always good, 

But he quite forgot to. leave his name or take his books away, 

And I haven't seen the gentleman since that auspicious day 

When he made so big a purchase, and I made so big a sale, 

From a simple sample copy that was sent out through the mail. 


There are many hrilliant geniuses who set the world aflame, 

And lucky dogs who make a stake at some ungodly game, 

But good results are often reached by ordinary sense, 

And valuable lessons taught at nominal expense. 

So lively business may ensue, when other methods fail, 

From a simple sa~ple copy that is sent out through the mail.. 

. There is a quite remarkable book published in -this city under 
the name of the "Code of 01650," being some of the laws and 
regulations adopted by the people of Connecticut two hundred 

and forty years ago. I quoted briefly from- the laws last week. 
They are enough to .m~ke the modern. New England man 
ashamed of his predecessors, but if he had witnessed the judicial 
procedure of those days he would probably have been fined for 
contempt of court. A case tried May I, 166o, was especially 
absurd. The record runs as below, to wit, in the following 
manner: "That Jacob Murline and Sarah Tuttle, being called, 
appeared, concerning whom the Governor declared, that the bus
iness for which they were warned to this court he had heard in 
private at his house, which he related to stand thus: 

.~'On the day that John Potter was married, Sarah Tuttle went 
to Mistress Murline's house for some thredd; Mistress Murline 
bid her go to her daughters in another roome, where they fell into 
speech of John Potter and his wife, that they were both lame, 
up.::>n which Sarah Tuttle said" -well, Sarah made a remark 
which the case suggested. "Whereupon," continues the recoro, 
" Jacob came in, and tooke up or tooke away her gloves. Sarah 
desired him to give her the gloves, to which he answered he 
would do so if she would give him a kysse, upon which they sat 
down together, his arme being about her waiste, and her arme upon 
his shoulder or about his necke, and he kyssed her and she 
kyssed him, or they kyssed oneanother, continuing in this posture 
about half an hour, as Marian and Susan testified, which Marian, 
now in court, affirmed to be so." 

The governor of Connecticut thought that sort of business 
ought to bestopped, and he therefore brought the parties into 
court. Mistress Murline testified that she had heard Sarah 
Tuttle's demoralizing remark, "but it was a matter of sorrow and 
shame to her," though she managed to repeat it without fainting. 
Her son Jacob, the offending youth, "was asked what he had to 
say to these things, to which hee answered that hee was in the 
other roome, and whenhee heard Sarah speak those words, hee 
went in, when shee having let fall her gloves, hee tooke them up 
and shee asked him for them, hee told her he~ would if shee would 
kysse him.· Further hee tooke her by the hands, and they bothe 
S::lt down upon a chest, but whether his arme were about her 
waiste, and' her arme upon h-is shoulder or about his necke he 
knows not, for he never thought of it since, till 1\1r. Raymond 
told him of it at Mannatos for which he was blamed and tolde he 
had not laide it to heart as h~ ought. 

"But Sarah Tuttle replied that shee did not kysse him. Mr. 
Tuttle replied that Marian hath denied it, and he doth not looke 
upon her as a competent witness. Thomas Tuttle said that he 
asked Marian ifhis sister kyssed Jacob and she said not. Moses 
Mansfield testified that he told Jacob Murline that he helfd 
Sarah kyssed him, but he denied it. But Jacob graunted not what 
Moses testified." . 

The testimony all seemed to be in Sarah's favor so far, and 
her father accused Jacob of trying to steal away his daughter's 
affections. "But," says the report, "Sarah being asked if Jacob 
had inveagled her, she said no. Thomas. Tuttle said that he 
came to their house two or three times before he went to 
Holland, and they two were together, and to what end he came 
he knows not, unl~ss it were to inveagle her. And their mother 
warned Sarah not to keep company with him. And to the same 
purpose spake Jonathan Tuttle. But Jacob denied that he came 
to their house with any such intendment, nor did it appear so to 
the court'" 

J Here the case rested and the governor took it upon himself to 
lecture all parties concerned. He" told Sarah that her miscar
riage is the greatest, that a virgin should be so bold in the pres
ence of others to carry it as she had done, and to speake suche 
corrupt words, most of the things charged against her being ac
knowledged by herself, though that about kyssing is denied, yet 
the Ihl'ng is proved." . Thereupon Sarah "professed that she was 
sorry that she had carried it so sinfully and foolishly, which she 
~aw to be hateful. She hoped GOD would help her to carry it 
better for time to come." 
_ Then the governor took the others in hand. He tQld Jacob that 
his-carriage" hath been very evil and sinful so to carry it towards 
her; and to make such light matter of it as not to think of it (as 
he exprest) doth greatly ~ogravate. And for Marian, who was a 
married woman, to suffer her brother and a man's daughter to 
sit almost half an hour in such a way as they have related was a 
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very great evil." Mrs. Murline was told that she should not have 
suffered such scandalous proceedings in her house. 

H Whereuppon," ,in conclusion," the court declared that we 
have heard in the Publique Ministry that it is a thing to be lament
ed that young people should have their meetings to the corrupt
ing of themselves and one another. As for Sarah Tuttle her 
miscarriages are very great, that she should utter so cor~pt a 
speeche as she did concerning the persons to be married, and 
that she should carry it in such a wanton, uncivil, immodest and 
lacivious manner as hath been proved. And for Jacob hi~ car
riage hath been very corrupt and sinful, such as brings reproach 
upon the family and place. The sentence therefore concerning 
them is, that they shall pay either of them as a fine 20S to the 
treasurer." • 

In this manner was the law vindicated, and morality received·, 
a lift from which it has never recovered. 

I have received the following assurance of the ultimate damna
tion of myself and Mr. Putnam, which I acknowledge with thanks: 

BOWLING GREEN, Ky., July 24, 1889. 
GEORGE E. MACDO~ALD & SAl\ruEL P. PUTNAM: Before I retire 

for the night I must express my wounded feelings by way of writ
ing concerning the FREETHOUGHT publication. Diabolic is the 
subject. When God cursed the serpent he drove the man who 
identified himself with the subtility of the serpent to deceive the 
woman to partake of the fruit of the tree God told Adam by eat
ing thereof he should die. But he was obstinate and wilful and 
stiff-necked and, hard-headed, and used the trait of the serpent 
and beguiled the innocent woman to partake of it; and he ate of 
it and then cast the blame on the woman whom God had given 
him. Now, God not only pitied the women, but did comfort 
her by telling her that her seed should bruise the stubborn head 
of her adversary, and his seed should bruise her heel; and that 
they did when they glorified in crucifying Jesus to death. But 
Jesus had received power over earth and heaven, over death and 
hell, and none but Jesus has the power to enter 'where God 
abides; there is no other name given but the name of Jesus to 
save pen~tent sinners. God says, "He that believeth shall be 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be Da.mned." 

Now, Mr. Putnam, you declare you are opposed to God and 
his son, our savior. You are laboring to overthrow God's cause. 
You are searching for imperfections to make the truth appear 
contemptible. Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. Except a man is born again he cannot enter in
to the kingdom of God. Without holyness no man shall see the 
Lord. If a man disregards God in his heart and thought, God 
will give him over to a reprobate mind-to do, what?-to do just 
as free lovers and free thinkers do! They live like the brute that 
hath no understanding. But God made man capable of perform
ing all what he required of him in his word, and therefore man 
is accountable for his disobedience, and thereby deprived him
self and all his posterity of the divine knowledge and influence 
of the divine character; hence God drove the rebellious man 
from his presence, abandoned and depraved, and unless he re
pents he cannot be saved and in favor with God. 

Mr. Putnam, unless you turn from your Infidelity and seek 
Jesus by a true and living faith, to take all the obstacles which lay 
between you and your maker, you will never obtain the hope of 
gaining the new heaven and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness-where Jesus wiB reign victorious over every rival. 

Macdonald. is it your choice to occupy your mind and your 
time on a subject to make your Damnation sure? 

RACHEL BRUSH. 
So far as I am personally concerned, damnation is not particu

larly terrifying, even when written with a large D. I have been 
damned so many times since I began cavorting in the field of 
literature that the point of the imprecation now glances off instead 
of puncturing my epidermis. I have always enjoyed the pleasure 
of damning back again, and I hope for that happiness beyond 
this life. M. 

" JOHN \VARD, PREACHER," has been issued in paper covers and 
can now be furnished for 50 cents. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THB WEEK. 

. The entire business portion of Spokane Falls, W. T., includ
mg nearly forty blocks, was destroyed by fire last Sunday night. 
The fire started at six p. M., and the firemen were unable to 
check it in the lelst. The loss may reach $Io,ooo,ooo.--Three 
boys fishing from a rock below San Pedro point last Sunday 
were overwhelmed by a large wave, carried out to sea, and 
drowned.--Robert Tobin, colonel of the Third Infantry Regi
ment and at~orney of the Hibernia Bank, was found dead in his 
bed on the morning of August 3. He is supposed to have had 
an attack of rheumatism of the heart.--The British schooner 
Black Diamond was seized by the U. S. revenue cutter Bush, 
July II, for'sealing in the Behring sea, and her skins confiscated. 
She was ordered to Sitka, but escaped and at last accounts was 
in port at Victoria, B. C.--\VilIiam Ross clerk in the Nevada 
Bank, ran away last week witli more than ~ne hundred thousand 

. doIIars in cash and notes. He was captured in British Columbia. 
--An ~musing canard in the form of a letter from Mayor 
WheelWrIght of Tacoma to the mayor of Boston, calling for 
women emigrants to Washington Territory, is said to have caused 
a flutter among Massachusetts spinsters. Mayor Wheelwright did 
not wri~e the letler.--A fire started in the parsonage at 

. Greensvllle, Plumas county, last week, burnt up a Methodist 
church and several other buildings. 

The U. S. cruiser Boston ran on a rock in Narragansett Bay 
on the 3d and narrowly escaped sinking.--Robbers boarded a 
train near ~ansas Ci.ty, Mo., last Saturday and "held up" the 
passengers In a sleepmg car, and robbed them of $175 in cash 
and two gold watches.--The pugilist Sullivan has been taken 
to the S::mth to stand trial for prize-fighting.--Only six arrests 
were made in Cincinnati last Sunday for violation of the Sunday 
law.--·Dr. Brown-Sequard, an eminent medical authority, pro
fes~es to .h~ve discovered 3: method of rejuvenating old people. 
It IS the JUIce of freshly kIlled mutton used as a hypodermic in
jection. Experiment shows that it is a very effective stimulant, 
but the medical men do not believe that it is the elixir of life. 
--Losses by the recent heavy rains in New York, Connecticut, 
and New Jersey reach nearly half a million dollars.--The Rev. 
Mr. Melby has eloped from Mankatee, Minn., with a young 
woman. He leaves a wife and children behind. 

The emperor of Germany is visiting England.--Felix Pyatt, 
. the French Anarchist deputy, died Aug. 4. He was 79 years 
old.--Fifteen hundred men were slain in a battle between the 
Egyptian troops. under English command, and the rebel der
vishes Aug 3. The dervishes were defeated.---Reports of per
secution of Christians by the Mohammedans come from Albania 
in European Turkey.--England will send two expeditions of 
astronomers, one to Cayenne and one to the west coast of Africa, 
to view the total eclipse next December. 

George Chainey as a Martyr. 
Giving an account of his mental journeyings, Chainey says: 
1 lost my faith in humanity and became a pessimist, and resolved to 

give up all attempts at world betterment. Just at this time I was 
plunged, most unexpectedly to myself, into a series of occult experiences, 
that demonstrated to every sense the reality of the invisible world and of 
the spiritual life. I faced myoId friends at their convention with a 
straightforward account of what I had found, but received in return 
mostly abuse. Stunf at last by the ingratitude of some of it coming 
from those to whom had been of great service, I struck back, giving 
blow for blow, and so widened the breach between us. 

As a matter of fact, this" account," given at Cassadaga, was 
itself poisoned through and through with the most untrue state
ments concerning and the bitterest abuse of his late associates. 
The" ingratitude" was George Chainey's; the initiative in "abuse" 
was strongly taken by that gentleman himself, and the return 
"blow for blow" came, not from Mr. Chainey, but from those 
he had maligned. His right to follow his intellectual lights 
wherever they led him-his right to pass from the ranks of the 
Materialists into those of the Spiritualists-was and is unques
tioned, but when he signalized his change of base by violent de
nunciation of those he left he put himself in the line of fire of the 
batteries of criticism, and his present posing as a martyr is a most 
ludicrous piece of anti-climax, to call it by a very mild name.-'
Fair Play, Valley Falls, Kan. 
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WASHINGTON AS A SLAVEHOLDER. 

The Rev. Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D., in an article on George 
Washington, written in May last, says of his subject: "He made 
no mistakes; there are no black spots on his reputation." In the 
same article Dr. Schaff attacked the character and motives of 
Thomas Paine, and inquired, "Where is Tom Paine now?" 

In FREETHOUGHT of June I, 1889, was published a letter writ
ten by Washington to Capt. Job Thompson, evidently a slave
trader, passing over to him a negro named Tom to be bartered 
off at "the islands" for various commodities, mostly rum. Dr. 
Schaff does not seem to regard that kind of commerce as a 
" mistake" or as a " spot" on Washington's reputation. In the 
appended letter by Daniel O'Connell, the Irish patriot, a dif
ferent view of the matter is expressed. Considered as an attack 
upon Washington, it is as severe as anything ever written by 
Thomas Paine. 

SAN JOSE, July 23, 1889. 
717 tlu Editurs 17f Freethuught: • 

I have before me a copy of the Clarksville Gazette, No. 25, 
volume 2, published at Clarksville, Tennessee, November 28, 
1829. It is the property of Lyddall Bacon, an esteemed resident 
of this city, who has preserved it all these many years as a 
memento which marks the date of his birth. Thinking that you 
might wish to place it before the readers ,of FREETHOUGHT, I 
have copied from its columns the following interesting letter 
which was addressed to Daniel O'Connell, to the Cork Mercan
tile Chronicle: L. R. TITUS. 

DERRYNANE ABBEY, September 13, I829.-SIR: I read in your 
paper of the 7th an attack upon me by an American citizen, for 
having taunted the memory of Washington with the fact that he 
was a slave-owner all his life, and only emancipated "his own 
slaves by his will. Thus having had the use of slavery all his 
life, and paying this sole compliment to human liberty, that he 
condescended to allow its blessings to be enjoyed only when he 
could sustain no personal inconvenience from such enjoyment. 

I acknowledge I threw this nettle on the grave of Washington, 
but I flung it with regret. It was extorted from me by the strong 
conviction I entertained that the vices of great men are doubly 
enormous-enormous, as they contradict the tenor of their lives, 
and enormous by the force of example and the species of pallia
tion which they afford to vulgar criminals, whose vices are unre
deemed by one single virtue. 

But how has this unworthy citizen vindicated Washington? 
Why, he has not dared to deny the fact I stated, namely, that 
Washington had slaves all his life, and only emancipated them 
at his death. No, that would be too much even from an Ameri
can slave-owner. But he has sought to diminish the crime of 
Washington by bringing a false charge against me, and by dis
torting the sentiments of others; and yet these miserable efforts 
to wash the only black spot in the character of Washington serve 
but to show the hopelessness of the effort, and to render the dark 
shade on his character more distinct. 

He says Washington ,,-as educating his slaves into a fitness for 
freedom. He says this gratuitously. But what! Was Washing
ton then so unlucky as not to have succeeded in finishing the 
education of his slaves until just the day of his own death? Had 
the;! slaves a kind of lease for a life of inaptitude for freedom, 
and was that life precisely like that of Washington? What a 
precious absurdity! No; every good and every generous man' 
should with me regret this one fault of Washington; but he 
should admit that it was a deep, though I hope not a damning, 
spot on his otherwise stainless purity and simple majesty of 
character. 

Washington was one of the greatest men the world ever pro
duced. His patriotism was pure and disinterested. His love of 
the independence of his native land chaste and correct. He 
sought for constitutional liberty, not by turbulence and crime, 
but by adhering to the letter of the law, and to the spirit of the 
British constitution. Yet when the refusal of the advisers of the 
crown to listen to peaceful and conciliatory counsels drove him 
to ,tbe field, he made the boastful British rulers to rue their 
stupid obstinacy; he won the laurels of liberty from the invaders 
of his native land, and he was the principal instrument in con

verting the land of his birth-oh, glorious destiny I-from being 
a dependent province of Britain, into an independent and a 
mighty nation. . 

It is-it is with unfeigned'regret that I find one dark trait in 
his illustrious character. Nor should I have noticed it, but that 
my subject led to it, and that I deem it right to raise my humble 
voice to convince the haughty citizens of America that the slave
holding' states are held in abomination by all those whose 
opinions ought to be valuable. Man is the property of man in 
about one-half of the American states; let them, therefore, not 
dare to prate of their institutions,' or of their national freedom, 
whilst they hold their fellow-men in bondage. Of all men liv
ing, an American citizen, who is the owner of slaves, is the most 
despicable-he is a political hypocrite of the very worst descrip
tion. The friends of humanity and liberty in Europe should 
join in one universal cry of shame on the American slave-holders. 
"Base ,,,retches," should we shout out in chorus--" base 
wretches, how dare you profess love of national freedom, under 
the sacred fane of Republicanism, with the presence and sufferings 
of human beings, in chains and slavery? " Vve have no other 
mode of assisting our poor enslaved brothers in America, save 
by raising up the voice of public opinion in their favor, and to 
the eternal shame and infamy of their taskmasters. 

, Join with me, friends of freedom, friends of humanity, in 
consecrating to eternal infamy the owners of slaves in the re
public of North America: Nothing can justify-nor whilst I 
live, shall the example of Washington palliate their crimes. But 
let us ever cherish the virtues of the illustrious Bolivar, the great
est, in my opinion, and the purest of patriots, who began his 
career of liberty by giving freedom to seven hundred slaves 
which were his own property. Blush, virtuous Americans, at 
this contrast with your great and glorious Washington, who, I . 
repeat it, had slaves all his life, and only emancipated them 
as against his heirs. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL O'CONNELL. 

CALL POR THE OREGON CONvENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portland, Oregon, at Masonic Hall, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the 12th, 13th, and 14th day!; of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state. 

The advocates of this measure in Washington Territory are 
invited to join their Oregon frierids in ~his Convention. 

Done at Portland, Oregon, this thirty-first day of July, 1889. 

C. BEAL, f 
J. K. SEARS, B d f 
A. F. NEUNERT, ~ar 0 _ 
LEE LAUGHLIN, DIrectors. 
L. A1IIEs; J 

SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 
Dt'or Fruthoug/lt: 

If every Liberal would induce every other Liberal to take 
FREETHOUGHT, what a large amount of labor it would save in 
making up our Convention! But the work shall be done and 
the subscribers shall be had-in Oregon, I mean. 

J. Henry Schroeder, of Arago, C,oos Co., is the first vice-pres
ident to respond. He will be at the Convention, and tenders his 
services freely. 

G. \V. Tiffany, of Salem, is the second vice-president heard 
from. He pledges thirty-five dollars, and will raise more when 
he returns from the seaside. He says: "With regard to our Con
vention in October, I believe it will be a grand success. \Ve 
muse have a fund pledged at the Convention of not lelSS than five 
thousand dollars, to draw from for fut.ure work." 

To Henry Weinhard belongs the honor of becoming the first 
Life Member of the Oregon State Secular Union by the payment 
of five dollars. This man means business. Let the ninety and 
nine more now stand. up and be counted. 

,Flegenstein & Meier contribute four dollars, and John B. Gar
rison sends in two fifty. These gentlemen have more if the 
work proves to be efficient and honorable. A. F. Neunert, our 
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treasurer, collected all the money that has been paid in, and has 
forty dollars more pledged. We shall have a large number of 
most excellent speakers, and ·it has been suggested that they hold 
a meeting every night after the Convention until the close of the 
Industrial Fair. . 

Edward Post, the proprietor of that tiptop hotel, the Gilman 
House, pays four dollars toward the Convention and has more if 
we mean business. 

Homer B. Holland, of Salem, says, "Hope the good God will 
stay right \fith you, and guide you to success in your endeavors 
to tax church property." C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAt. CONVENTION. 

OLYlIPIA, W. T., Aug. 4.-The Constitutional Convention of 
this territory consumes a good deal of time in meless discussion 
of rules and points of order. The judges have been taken care 
of, and placed, by legislation in the Constitution, as far as PJssi
ble beyond the control of the people. On the other hand, in 
every other article of the Constitution so far reported, there have 
been limitations placed upon the legislature. The politicians are 
afraid of the people. The lawyers, who want to be judges, are 
equally afraid of the people. 

The efforts of the representatives of the farmers and mechan
ics to obtain 'constitutional provisions for their protection are met 
by a strong protest from the lawyers that such provisions are leg- . 
islative, and will drive capital out of the territory. It is a mooted 
question whether they will not prevent the people from protecting 
themselves from railroad combinations and from foreign trusts, 
which are now attempting to control all the leadin; manufactur
ing industries of the country. 

It is well known that such men as Senator S~ewart are largely 
interested in the d.evelopment of the mines of the states and ter
ritories. People would naturally think that they would be the 
foremost in standing by the principle that the mines in America 
should belong to the Americans; As a matter of fact, the great 
proportion of the mines now belong to foreigners. All the prof
its in mining go to swell the coffers of foreign bankers, or to sup
port the noble spendthrifts of other lands. The influence of such 
men is shown in the proposal in Montana to tax mines at the 
government price per acre. In some states and territories the 
owners of a mine can estimate its value at whatever nominal 
figure they please, and exchange it for the entire capital stock of 
a mining company as full paid stock. This stock is sold outright 
to foreigners. The legal area of the mine is about twenty acres: 
the government price, five dollars per acres. It is perhaps capi
talized at five millions, and sold to foreigners at a good figure. 
Why should these men be allowed to drain the country of its 
wealth, and pay taxes on only a nominal sum? 

The Convention has met the churches and surrendered. At 
first the preamble had no mention of God. The Convention, by 
a tie vote, refused to adopt it, and referred it back to the commit
tee. The majority of the committee reported the original pre
amble; the minority reported t~e following: "We the people of 
vVaghington.. grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, do 
ordain the following Constitution." This was adopted by the votes 
of men who make no profession of religion, but declare that they 
are profoundly impressed with a belief that there is a Supreme 
Ruler. Deed is better than creed. The people will judge them 
by the provisions of the Constitution. They will ask whether 
those men were honest, just, or governed by self-interest in form
ing the instrument? If the Constitution does not protect the 
equal rights of the people, women as well as men, all the pro
fessions of rel!~on and reverence for a good God will be treated 
as a livery of ~aven stolen to serve the devil in. The majority 
did not pretend that they ordained the Constitution to secure the 
blessings of liberty. They were consistent in this, for almost to 
a man, that majority favor the disfranchisement of woman, be
cause they are opposed to extending suffrage. They believe in 
limiting it, and will do so as far as they can. 

When the question of railroad subsidies was under considera
tion, it was argued long and lond that they who paid taxes alone 
had the right to vote subsidies, and this was provided for in the 

subsidy clause. J. Z. Moore, of Spokane Falls, opposed it on the 
ground that they had no right to take private property for pri
vate benefit, at all, much less from the women who had no 
vote. 

These men believe with Judge Jamieson, of Chicago, "that in 
the present condition of mankind, in which, for the public 
good, the principle of exclusion must be exercised, there is no 
such thing as a right of suffrage. Suffrage is not a right at all, it 
is a duty, a trust enjoined upon or committed to some citizens, 
and not to others." That is, at the North, "for the common 
good," women are not allowed to vote, and ought not to be al
lowed to vote in this territory. "For the common good" the 
colored vote of the South is suppressed, and these men make no 
protest because they hope the white vote will divide upon the 
question of a protective tariff. 

No doubt these Constitution-makers are grateful, not to God, 
but to the voters who elected them, that they are in power, and 
can disfranchise the adult women of this territory under the pre
tense that it is "for the common good." . 

This phrase gives a new significance in view of the provision 
in the preamble, that" the right of petition and of the people to 
aS3embie for the common good shall never be abridged. "If the 
common good justifies the disfranchisement of woman, and the 
Constitution limits suffrage to males, no citizen will have a right 
to petition for equal suffrage, nor to hold meetings in advocacy 
of that principle or of any other principle which the majority 
pretends tends to interfere with the established order of society. 
Herbert Spencer, Tyndall, Huxley, and Ingersoll, will have no 
right to advocate their progressive views, if the old fogies have 
the reins of government in their hands, in the new state of 
Washington. 

The indications now are that the committee on elections will 
confine suffrage to male citizens. They may submit a separate 
amendment to the people, but with the hope that it will be voted 
down. They are not willing to grant to others the enjoyment of 
the same rights they claim for themselves. 

The committee on taxation have been besieged by the clergy 
to exempt church property. It is probable that they will leave 
the question open so that the legislature can do this. Some pro
pose that church property be exempt, and that the property of 
every citizen be exempt to the extent of $200. This would limit 
the number of voters, where tax-paying is a qualification for vot
ing. The provision will be adopted, if at all, for the purpose of 
gilding the pill of church exemption, or to make it easier to limit 
suffrage on the basis of being a tax-payer. 

The Constitution will be lengthy, and the people will have 
no time to examine it before the election. The only safe rule 
for the voters will be to vote no on its adoption. W. S. BUSH. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

. S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 

and Washington: 

Coos county, Or., July 22 to Aug.4, Fox Valley ...•.. Or., Sept. 9, 10, 

Coburg ..... " Aug ........ 7,8, LongCreek ...... " " 1[,12, 
Lebanon .... " " ·.......... 9, Hamilton........ 14,15, 
Olympia ...W.T.," ...... 11,12, Monument ...... c. 16,17, 
Buckley ... W.T.," ...... 13,14, HayStack ....... " IS, 
Davenport, .. " ...... 17, 18, Lone Rock ...... " 19,20, 
Cheney... " " ......... 19, F~ssiI...... . .... .. 21,22, 
Rosalia... " " ......... 20, lhllsboro, Or., Sept., 25,20,27,28, 
Sprague.. " ......... 21, North Yamhill. .. Or., Sept. .... 2g, 
Pasco. . . . . " .. . ........ 22, Forest Grove .... " " .... 30, 
Dayton ....W. T., Aug .... 24,25, Talent, Or., and vicinity Oct.3,4,5, 
Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, 6,7, 
La Grande, Or .... Aug ........ 29, Linkville .....Or., Oct. 11,12,13, 
Union ..... Or. " ........ 30, Sacramento......... CaL, Oct. 20, 
Bake~City,Or. Sept ........ 1, San Francisco ....... " "27, 
Crocker City, Or., " ....•.. 2, 3, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Prairie City Or, and vicinity, Sept. 'of November, 

S, 6, 7,' San Diego and "icinity the month of 
December. 

"LookinO' Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed theO" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery," by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, 50 cents. 
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DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD?* 

VI. 

Desperate has been the advocacy of the clerical advocates who 
hold the brief of, to them, a, lucrative superstition. All that 
sophisticated ingenuity could do has been done to establish an 
imposture that pays upon the occurrence of an event that never 
occurred. Some, Bishop Butler included, have resorted to al
m0st preternatural quibblings, which prove, if they prove any
thing, that Christ rose and did not rise; that he rose, but in a 
sense widely divorced from common sense, and so mysteriously 
subtle as to be incomprehensible to all except a well-paid ec
clesiastic defending the incantations by which he carries on his 
well-remunerated impositions. Others, again, among whom is 
the Rev. Prebendary Row, presume upon the dense ignorance of 
ecclesiastical history which characterizes the ordinary" believer." 
"It is evident," writes the Rev. Prebendary Row, with infinite 
reliance upon laical ignorance, "that, as far as the fact of the 
resurrection is concerned, St. Paul and his bitterest opponents in 
the church must have been agreed as to its truth." (Historical 
Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, p. 19.) Tne 
reverend gentleman will remember that (quite conformably with 
being 'a Christian either in the first century or the nineteenth) Paul 
and Barnabas, two devoted followers of the" Prince of Peace," 
had a genuine Christian quarrel. "And the contention was so 
sharp between them that they departed asunder, one from the 
other." (Acts xv. 39.) Now, this Barnabas was a bitter enough op
ponent of Paul, and he did not believe in the resurrection of 
Christ as the Rev. Prebendary Row alleges Paul's opponents did. 
In the gospel of the apostle Barnabas it is asserted that" Jesus 
Christ was not crucified, but that he was taken up into the third 
heaven by the minislry of four angels, Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, 
and Uriel; that he should not die till the very end of the world, 
and that it was Judas Iscariot who was crucified in his stead." 
Thus the Rev. Prebendary's contention that Paul's opponents 
agreed with him in his hallucination in regard to the resurrec
tion, is flatly disproved. It is highly probable that it was on this 
very point that Paul and Barnabas disagreed, and about which 
their" contention was so ·sharp." Color is lent to this conjecture 
by the fact that Barnabas denied that Christ was ever crucified, 
and consequently he could not be resurrected, whereas Paul, as 
if to emphasize the negative of the teachings of Barnabas, 
preached "Jesus Christ and him crucified." 

Again, with unbounded reHance upon the ignorance of those 
whom he addresses, the Rev. Prebendary Row writes: "Our 
evidence is simpJy overwhelming that the greatest of all miracles 
(the resurrection) was implicitly believed in by the entire church 
within less than twenty-eight years of the crucifixion." (Histori
cal Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, p. 22.) This is 
utterly untrue. Barnabas preached Jesus Christ not crucified, 
and therefore, not resurrected. And, from the inception of the 
Christian myth, the sect known as the Basilidians sided with 
Barnabas in denying that Christ was crucified. They allegec;l 
that Jesus escaped the cross, and that Simon of Cyrene was 
nailed to it in his stead. The Koran, it may be remarked, fol
lows Barnabas rather than Paul as to the resurrection myth. 
Speaking of Jesus. it says: "The malice of his enemies aspersed 
his reputation and conspired against his life; but their intention 
only was guilty: a phantom or a criminal was substituted on the 
cross, and the innocent Jesus was translated into the seventh 
heaven." I quote from the Koran, by way: of implication, that 
the non-resurrection contention had not by any means been 
abandoned at the date at which the Koran was written, although 
I am quite well aware that the divinity of Christ and his resur
rection had previously been settled by the votes of a church 
council. Is the Rev. Prebendary Row not aware that Tertullian 
speaks of the heresy of the Docetre existing as far back as the 
days of the apostles? The Docetre teach that J estts died only in 
appearance, that it was a semblance or apparition of him that 
expired on the cross. "While the apostles were yet on earth-
nay, while the blood of Christ was still recent on Mount Calvar)'" 
the body of Christ was asserted to be a mere phantom." 

ItBy Saladin, editor of the A~nostic JournaL 

.

(Coterius Patres Apostol., ii. 24.) Docs the Rev. Prebendary 
Row not know that Dr. Hug, in his" Introduction to the New 
Testament," describes the Ebionites as "a numerous body of 
early Christians, who denied the miraculous conception of Christ, 
and, with the Nazarenes, looked upon him as an ordinary man? 
They also denied that he suffered on the cross, and asserted that 
he had flown away to heaven." Is the Rev. Prebendary Row 
not aware that Mosheim expressly contradicts him, and says that 
"the prevalent opinion among the early Christians was that 
Christ existed in appearance only, and not in reality~ and that his 
body was a mere phantom?" (Eccles. Hist., vof. i. p. 136.) 
Cerinthus, a contemporary of the Apostle John, unfortunately for 
the contention of the Rev. Prebendary Row, taught that Christ 
did not rise from the dead, but that he \vould rise at some 
future period. (Fide Lardner's Credo of Gos., vol. iv. p. 368.) The 
Nico]aitans, referred to by name in Rev. ii. 6, held a similar 
doctrine~ (hd~ Greg's Creed of Christendom, pp. 127, 128.) Of 
over ninety different heresies which sprang up during the first 
three Christian centuries, the majority, in the first century at 
least, says Greg, "related almost exclusively to the person and 
nature of Jesus Ch'rist, on which points we have many indica
tions that great difference of opinion existed, even during the 
apostolic period. The obnoxious doctrines especially pointed 
out in the (fourth) gospel appear to be those held by the Cerin
thus and the Nicolaitans." 

In spite of the Rev. Prebendary Row's assertionJhat the resur
rection fable was" believed in by the entire church," only a 
mere fragment of that church believed in it. The Corinthians, 
the Docetre, the Nicolaitans, the Nazarenes, the Ebionites, the 
Valentinians, the Markosians, theCerdonians, the Marcionites, the 
nardisanites, the Origenists, the Hierakites, and the Manichees. 
all denied that Christ rose from the dead. How unbounded is 
the Rev. Prebendary R9w's reliance upon the credulous ig
norance of his readers! I, a heretical writer, have to take the 
trouble to state facts: not being a clergvmau of the church of 
Christ, those to whom I appeal will not take my mere ipse dixt't, 
and I have, accordingly, to place my facts before them, and ask 
them whether they are weighty enough to support my utter and 
absolute denial of the statement of the Rev. Prebendary Row, 
that, in its early days, the story of the resurrection" was implictIy 
believed in by the entire Christian church." 

The divinity of Christ, the hu'manity of Christ (for there were. 
from the very early times, those that denied the one and those 
that denied the other), and his resurrection from the dead were 
subjects of acrimonious dispute down to the first half ~f the 
fourth century. The bitter controversies were first authoritatively 
pronounced upon at the Council of Nice, assembled by Con
stantine in A.D. 325. It was this Council that first gave any pre
ponderating weight to the doctrine that Jesus rose from the dead. 
The matter was put to the vote, among men who lived more than 
3qo years after the event they were called to decide upon; and, 
on a show of hands, Christ was found to have risen from the 
dead. The votes of an ignorant and flagitious priesthood were 
cast in favor of the statement of Mary Magdalene! \Vith the 
partisan and narrow instincts of a Protestant divine, the Rev. 
Prebendary Row takes no notice whatever of this Council of 
Nice. deeming, perchance, that because he is disingenuous 
enough not to mention it and the anti-resurrection heresy it in
volves, I shall be inadvertent enough to forget it. 

So far I have condescended to batter to dust these arguments 
of straw produced by the learned prebendary. I do not for a 
moment contend that they are worth the unanswerable and 
merciless contradiction I have administered; but I have dealt 
with them that the reader may see for himself the kind of afCTU
ments which the most learned and able controversialists of which 
the church can boast are constrained to presen~when they find 
it their duty to defend a doctrine so desperate as that of Christ's 
resurrection from the dead. 

' "The Story of an African Farm,''' a good Freethc>ught novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, So cents. 



507 FRE$THOUGHT'. 

HO! FOR PORTLAND. 

The Oregonian hits the nail squarely on the head and clinches 
it on the other side. This great Portland daily, with its large 
circulation and extended influence, is fearless in its presentation 
of facts and its pleas for justice. There is hope for the West when 
her secular press publishes the following leading article. And 
this is only one of many; 

WHAT BIBLE? 
The Idaho convention on Tuesday discussed the section of the educa

tional article forbidding the use of sectarian books. We are glad to note 
that the convention refused a passage to the following amendment: 

"Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to forbid 
the reading of the Bible in the public schools, nor to enjoin its use." 

There was a good deal of demagogue talk in favor of this amendment. 
To acknowledge the influence of the moral teachings of the Bible is one 
thing, while to make its reading partof'the religious exercises in the pub
lic schools is quite another thing. If the Bible is to be read, what bible? 
the Protestant version or the Catholic, or both? the Old Testament which 
the Jew accepts, or the New Testament which he rejects? Would Idaho 
teach her children hostility to Mormonism by reading the Old Testament 
~redolent of polygamy and concubinage-or the monogamic teachings 
of the New Te5tament? How could any state expect logically to refuse 
to support the Roman Catholic parochial schools if it includes among the 
religious exercises of the common schools the reading of the Blble, that, 
to the Catholic, is not simply the" foundation of all morality and truth," 
~ut is a sectarian book? 

Mr. Poe, of Nez Perces, declared that all our laws are founded upon 
the Bible. Does Mr. Poe think that the divorce laws which rule in 
nine-tenths of the Union and in Englamd are founded upon the Bible? 
Does he find the faintest trace of any hostility to polygamy expressed in 
the Old Testament, even in the Ten Commandments, on which we base 
our laws which make bigamy, polygamy, and concubinage crimes? Does 
Mr, Claggett really believe that the Bible is "the foundation of all 
morality and truth?" Does he really believe that the morality and 
truth, for which integrity, truthfulness, justice, mercy, temperance, hu
manity, forgiveness of injuries, self-sacrifice, and obedience to conscience 
stand, had no evangelists before Christ, or no evangelists after Christ 
that never had a chance to know Christ? 

The Bible has more than once been used to fortify human slavery and 
all the immorality and inhumanity that it implies; it has been used as 
the pedestal of the cruel theocracy of puritan New England; it is used 
to-day to justify polygamy by the Mormon; it is used to justify the senti
mental, destructive doctrine of Christian socialism preached by Victor 
Hugo. So far from being the foundation of all morality and truth, it is 
a mixture of truth and error, and its ethics are in many places so 
execrable that they are not only not practiced but are under the ban of 
both the law and church in all Christian countries. The Bible is no 
more "the foundation of all morality and truth" than Plato and Aristotle 
are the foundation of all morality and truth--whether spiritual or 
scientific. The evolution of all morality and truth did not begin with 
the Bible nor end with it, and to pretend that it did is as historically un
true as it would be to say that all we know of applied natural philosophy 
began and ended with Archimedes, or all speculative science began and 
ended with Aristotle. 

With such a mighty educator of the people wielding its in- . 
fiuence in favor of justice, truth, and mental liberty, it is in
deed a wise decision to have a grand rally of Liberals of Oregon 
and Washington at Portland, to perfect our organization, that we 
may help on in the good work, so as to have just claim to share 
in the glorious triumph of Freethought so soon to be achieved. 

Walla Walla, W. T. F. C. REYNOLDS. 

FEMALE SUPERIORITY. 

So you have another hobby-female superiority. Be careful you do 
not ride yourself to death on it. Would n<>t female equality be better? 
I am very willing that women shall be equal to men, but when it comes 
to wearing the breeches all the time, I must oppose it. You must let us 
men have a little rulership at least. W. 

I am not trying to rule men, but trying to show that woman
as the mother of all, as the last full evolution of life-forces on 
earth, and really the apex of creation, so far as we have yet 
learned-is really physically, morally, and lovingly, thy superior 
of man. 

I am not taking one iota from man, but leave to him, of neces
sity, every noble quality, every high aspiration, and every mental 
qualification he has or may yet obtain. 

I would take nothing from him that is actually-his. To wrest 
from a usurper what he holds wrongfully is no crime or robbery. 
The power he has assumtd over woman because of her helpless
ness during pregnancy and motherhood, and whiCh he has used 

to bind her in life-long chains of servitude, compelling her to look 
to him as lord and master, ruler and monarch, is what must and 
will be forever and henceforth taken from him. 

Why, even the Indian woman enjoys far more of natural and 
inalienable rights than our boasted civilization gives us, though 
Christianity has deluded us into believing that under her reign 
woman has been elevated to a condition far superior to that she 
ever enjoyed under any other form of belief. 

To Christianity woman owes it that she is where she now i~-
a tool of priestcraft and a slave of slaves to husband, father, brother, 
and son. Christianity has robbed her of her right to the grand 
sovereignty of motherhood-mistress of all, guide, leader, and 
true friend of all. 

All through its terrible reign priestly power has shut from wo
man every avenue of light and life that it possibly could, leaving 
to her only the church and a mythical future as a panacea for 
all her temporal wrongs, and, to crown the tyranny, boasts that 
it has given her a liberty no other form of civilization (!) eyer 
allowed her. 

But woman herself is coming to the front as her own deliverer. 
Idolizing her church still, but idolizing truth even more, she is 
slowly but surely learning how she has been duped and swindled 
by priestcraft. _ 

Coming for the first time in business relations with the women 
of other nations, she finds that under other systems of belief 
women have rights that Christian women are denied. Even th~ 
despised Indian woman is the real head of the home and the 
child belongs to the clan of the mother, who keeps her ;wn name 
when she marries. A wife's kindred have a right prior to that of 
her husband, and, should he mistreat her, have the power to take 
her from him. She has power to select her own hmband too, 
and should he prove idle, worthless, and lazy, the wife can leave 
him and take the lodge from over his head and go back to her 
kindred. The women do the work so as to leave the men free 
to hunt and go to war. 

The Indian wife owns the home and all its belongings, she 
owns her horses and dogs, and can buy and sell as she chooses, 
while in most Christian homes the wife and mother owns nothing, 
not even her children and her clothes. 

Is it a wonder that Indian mothers protest against coming un
der the gilded chains of Christian civilization, and cling to their 
own selfhood and self-ownership? 

"0 mother, 0 sisters dear! 
If we are lost, no victor else has destroyed us, 
It is by ourselves we go down to eternal night." 

EDIINA DRAKE SLENKER. 

AND TIME ROLLS ON. 

T() tlu Edit()rs ()f Freethought: 
It has been a long time since I wrote you. One can hardly 

notice the time as it speeds along minute by minute, gathering 
into hours, hastening on into days, and folding its wings over the 
lapse of centuries. Last summer our valley was the same. Some 
new improvements have been added to our_list; some have died; 
some been born, and some of our friends have moved away to 
take up their abode amid other people and other scenes. The 
same old hills with their woody ravines and sparkling brooks are 
here; the same cozy homesteads, environed with wild roses and 
fragrant with the perfume of an Oregon July. The same broad 
acres with a burden of waving hay, ready for the sturdy farmer's 
scythe and the harvester's sickle, are here. The sun tints the 
hills as he rises and blinks his eyes over the landscape, then paints 
in his lustre the west~rn skies, and goes to bed just as regularly 
as if nothing had happened. But every day, yes, every hour, 
brings forth a new panorama for him somewhere on this broad 
earth. 

We are on the list for a lecture on August 20. About one 
year ago Mr. Putnam was in Union and delivered a lecture 
to an intelligent and appreciative audience. Thus it goes. Year 

• by year, with patient labor the time is coming when all these petty 
differences will be more amicably settled. The ones who so 
bitterly oppose the child of the nineteenth century will, some day 
not far distant, come and say, "I see it now." Men and beliefs 
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are curious things. It will always be that minds.will be at vari
ance when it comes to this question of religion. 'The right will 
come carrying the laurels of its victory! 

When we glance back for a moment and look at the old hame
stead, its shattered houses and disordered lawns, and think of 
her with silver hair who read the old, old Bible as regularly as 
she slept, and whose faith in its teachings were firm and and ir
resistible, whose hope knew no doubt, we can but feel like crying 
out in our despair, "she could not be wrong 1" But this is one 
of the tender memories th].t bind heart to heart; this is what 
keeps the orthodox so strong, these very old recollections, tender 
and touching, but they should not hold down the mind in bond
a>se-:-emem ber them, but with that affection that belongs not to 
the grand, austere tribunal of belief, but with the more touching 
reverence of the fireside ties! The main and principal means of 
gaining church members is by working and harrowing up the 
memory and recollections of the person. The question is not 
brought out to them philosophically and as a matter of right and 
wrong. In administering its doctrines to the people the church 
works up every point that has ever been known that could touch 
the sympathies of somebody and bring tears to the eyes. That 
is a wrong. If people can be washed into the church in a floo:i 
of tears, it is safe to say they can be washed out as easily. Let 
th~m be cool and look at this matter by the best view.' 

But as the world grows older and more enlightened these 
things will pass away. Some day, if you allow the indulgence, 
this will be a happier and more prosperous land. The evils 
that work such injury to-day will all be purged away, and peace 
will walk the vales where blood has run in rivulets. 

"These struggling tides of life that seem 
In wayward, aimless course to tend, 

Are eddies of the mighty stream 
That rolls to its appointed end." 

La Grande, Or. B. W. HUFFMAN. 

""VERY FEW CONVERTS IN INDIA 

Canon Isaac Taylor has shown of late by striking statistical 
eviden:::e, how very few converts English missionaries gather in 
for the money expended. Probably personal observation in In
dia would induce him to write still more strongly than he has 
dJne. It must be said, however, that here, as elsewhere, statistics 
prove too much and too little. Hundreds of converts were made 
during the famine years who have since relapsed, but whose 
names go to swell the list of" native Christians;" hundreds, if 
not thousands, are put down as "under instruction," who, every 
one knows, come to the mission schools for the sake of the secu
lar instruction given, but whom no one in his wildest moments 
expects ever to become converts. In the Madras presidency, 
wbere there are far more Christians than in any other part of 
India, only 10 per cent. of the pupils in the Protestant Christian 
schools are Christians, and a single conversion in twenty-five years 
suffices to throw a whole school into uproar. Still, since the 
young men and children attending these schools imbibe a higher 
and, indeed, Christian standard of morals, the missionaries must 
in justice be credited with an influence for good which cannot be 
expressed in figures. The living force and growth of Hinduism 
are evident in every part of India. The immense temple of 
Madura, for instance, with its stately halls and cloisters, its thou
slnd columns, and its colossal monolithic deities and dragons, is 
not only thronged with worshipers, but is daily adding both to 
its structure and to its treasures. It has an annual income of 
70,000 rupees, and the Nattukottai Chetties, a caste of native money 
lenders, are said to have lately spent £40,000 on the fabric. This 
temple illustrates the adaptive faculty of the Brahmins. Originally 
dedicated to l\iinakshi, the fish-goddess of the aboriginal Dravidian 
races, it was appropriated by the Brahmins, who overcame all theo
logical difficulties by identifying Minakshi with Parvati, the wife 
of Shiva, and adopting her into their Pantheon. She is the pre
siding goddess at Madura, but she shares the homage of her 
worshipers with many gods, rishas or saints, and demons. 
Among the last-named is a former English collector-Mr. Rous. 
Peter. He paid due respect to the goddess in his lifetime, and 
now a doorway in the temple is dedicated to his memory and 
periodically lighted up in his honor. In the north of India, the 

neighborhood of the holy land where Krishna spent his youth, is 
another scene of Hindoo religiOUS liberality. A Guru or teacher 
from Madras, converted the Seths-the Hindu Rothschilds-from 
Jainism to a form of Vishnu worship called Sri S.lmpradaya. The 
family thereupon expended some £~ 50,000 in the erection of a 
great temple at Brindoban, near Muttra, besides building a tem
ple in the town of Muttra itself. They annually expend vast 
sums in the maintenance of priests and Brahmins, the instruction 
of boys in the Shastras or holy writings, and in feeding the poor. 

HE WILL GET THERE. 

From the Oregon Scout. 

We announced last week that Samuel P. Putnam, the orator, 
wou!d be in La Grande and Union on the 29th and 30th of 
July. We were mistaken in this. Mr. Putnam will be in La 
Grande on the 29th of August and in Union on the 30th. \Ve were 
"off" in our statement nearly a month. 1\'1r. Huffman, the poet
editor of the Journal, se!lds us a printed list of Mr. Putnam's ap
pointments, and ,adds: 

" Paste this up for reference. 
Don't git mixed agin; 

Ppt'll be here bye and bye, 
He'll come in thick or thin." 

HEAR, HEAR! 

From the Port Angeles Commonwealth. 

Church pro~)erty should not b~ exempt from taxation. The 
V.lst mljodty of thepeople of W J.shington are witln:lt the folds 
of the church, and their property should not be taxed higher thlt 
c:lUrch property should escape free. 

THE building of the great Congo railway in Africa has been 
hliled by many as an aid in civilizing and Christianizing the 
nltiops; but it is likely to prove more of a curse than a blessing. 
German whisky, English rum, and French brandy have already 
poisoned, it is said, one-fifth of the inhabitants of Congo Free 
State. This is latter-day Christian civilization. Christian Eng
hnd forces opium on China; Christian England, Germany, and 
France, educate the natives to drink th':1t which will bring them 
under a worse slavery than they have ever known. Says an Eng
lbh journal: "From a philanthropic point of yiew, it would be 
better a thousand tim~s over for the vast population of Central 
Af rica to be converted to Islam and sobriety, than Christianity 
and alcoholism." -American Sentinel. 

A Good Suggestion. 

To th~ Editors of Free/hough!: 
Inclosed is 10 cents for the" Glory of Infidelity." As soon as; times 

get a little better I will try and see what I can do towards getting a few 
sub3crib~rs to FREETHOUGHT. Times are dull here now, and money hi" 
hard to get hold of. I have been doing my own thinking for twenty 
years, and I don't see but that I get along just as wdl and have as good 
health as during the twenty years when someb:>Jy else did it for me. I 
believe the quickest way to liberate humanity from superstition is to be
gin with the children. If S~cular Sunday-schools could be organized all 
over this country it would be a great check on the propagation of supersti
tion. Let us try to build a temple of our own in every town, and have 
our own preachers, and teach our children the religion of this world and 
the duties they owe their fellow-men. Teaching superstition to the young 
is like poison-it soon becomes a necessity. G. E. MOULTON. 

San Luis Obispo. 

Jamieson's Lectures. 

Freethinkers often write inquiring why lecturers donot visit their towns. 
This is not always practicable, on account of d1stance to be traveled and 
expense. An opportunity will now be afforded the Liberals living in the 
towns along the line of the Union Pacific railway, to obtain courses of 
lectures by Mr. Jamieson. Any of the Liberals in Wallace, Kansas; 
Grinnell, Hays City, Russell, Ellsworth, Salina, Solomon, Abeline, 
Chapman, Junction City, Manhattan, Topeka, Lawrence, Burlingame, 
Carbondale, are cordially invited to correspond with Mr. Jamieson with
out delay. Address, Coryell, Col. 

"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COI.LECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HY~iNS 
(WORDS AND :MUSIC~ 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manufetcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
jUanita, Book, lfews, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAG;S, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


4l.4 and 4l.6 Clay st., S. F.


'I. Ma HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 cLAY STREETI 

Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

]4 kara.t Gold Scarf Pin ............................ . ,$ 4) 0 
hi karat Gold. sma'i size Badge Pin.................. 20:) 
14 karat. U.)l!l. small size Badge Pin., ..•...••. , ... , ,. 2 75 
H karat U,)ld, SlIlall size Ba.dge Pill with Di,tInQIl,l, SS, 6 {)() 
10 kara.t Gold, Large lladge J:>in..................... . 3 00 
14 karat Guld, Large Badge Pin ....... ,.......... .... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. tilLlall Cha.rm (for watcu chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma 1 Charm (for watch Challl}....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm {for watch chain....... 5 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ...•... 6 00 
14 karat Uold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

"This is a full-bodie1 (liamond, F('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side an(luever lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address, I'l"e)la.iu, and guaranteed as repre·
ented or money refuuded, address, . 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
5().t KearllY Street, San Francisco. Cal. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

Probably He Did. 

The maiden in a hammock lay, 
The day was fair and bright, 

The young man sat not far away
Gazed on the pleasant sight. 

The mesh her rounded form entwined 
In soft embrace, at ease; 

Each ripe perfection, clear-defined
She wonders if he sees. 

She turns half-round to catch his eye, 
Moved by coquetry's law, 

The hammock tips-the white skirts fly
She wonders if he saw. 

Sunset. 

Fast-fading beams their glory throw 
With varied hue from low to high; 
The enlarging sun, as loath to go, 
Leaves half his beauty in the sky. 

The live-long day the sun has shone, 
And power and life were in his rays; 
But not until that sun's near gone 
Men fix on him their wondering gaze. 

And so with life: we live our day 

Without a thought of how it is; 

But when that life must pass away 

We wonder on the thing we miss. 


Needed Their Prayers. 

Colonel Dick Wintersmith, sitting under 
the trees in front of the Ebbitt House the 
other day, says a Washington letter to the 
New York Tribune, related the following 
j'arn: 

"It seems that the congregation of a 
church in one of the southern counties of 
Virginia was one day greatly shocked upon 
Iearning that their preacher had departed 
under most discreditable circumstances. On 
the following Sunday nearly everyone in 
the congregation was desirous of hushing 
up the scandal, and under great restraint 
many interesting conversations were held 
merely to prove that the members of the 
church could rise above sensational gossip. 
Just before the services were closed Brother 
Elijah P. Brookrod arose and said: 

" I Brethren and sisters. Since we last 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, ,,,ill remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same Or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book ad vocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious untler onr present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future RepUblic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wrilten. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It1 A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." l)rice 10 

cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing fhat none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrbt has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & 1\[ACDONALD. 

met in this house something which seems : CHURCH AND STATE.to ha\'e cast a gloom over this congregation I 
has occurred. \Ve \vere all much attached \1 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLICto our minister; in fact, we loved him, and, 

now I propose we offer up a prayer for the I SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 

wanderer.' 

"A sensational wave passed over the 
audience. Another 'brother arose, and, 
turning to Elijah P. Brookrod, said: 

'" I am astonished that you should desire 
the congregation to pray for our erring 
rninister-:--you, above all others.' 

" 'Why?' 
" I Because he ran away with your wife.' 
" , Yes, I know,' Elijah replied, 'and that 

is the reason why I think he will need our 
prayers.' 11 

===================_ 
Temperance and Prohibition, ' 	 bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

' \ churches and Young Men's 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., \ Christian Associa

tion.Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
By 	RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D.to force in settling the liquor question. 

Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 

Price, 10 cents. . Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND

.' Girard 'College Theology. 
. All Expose 

\Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestioD, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J, O. Scott, 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 8·tt 

http:I'l"e)la.iu
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
b y written guarantee. Onler of WETTSTEIN, who has b::en established in the same town 
31 years; who i.3 an expert in his line, and who is noL afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $~; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 

. Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-otmce case, $1 extra, and inf4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b~st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 . jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 

. $31.5°. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best :,tores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEI3RATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the mOlley; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3·ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hUlltmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; la.tter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DL\~fONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rin·gs, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
00., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S .nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RI NGS AND El\IBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
. Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from, any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices or send better goods. 
SUNDRIES. 

B\!st Spectacles or Eye.glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and , 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and 1 can fit you.) Elegant 8-da.y Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

ReS1 Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rugas E~os' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" " Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

- All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

I 

hours." 

FREE 
we:~~~r AGE N TS K~t3:;;~::"C:?Y;·ff~l~l~~~c~;!ttd~n~gitn ::0 I }~SUy~:~i~~df~~ l~~, S:~dlff~e:a}~ ~1~J:~~~i~~n have so 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "AAYSDR.EADON, · . , of Edinlmrgh, Scot;.. 
; a ~rll<lGate of thr~ umVtWSlllcx, lI\l(l retired after 50 years' pracLlee.. he 

: 't~' ~::.1~.~~~ t~ 1~~;:~:::t:~~~t~ I::,l~:~~,;W~:~a;'i':.l;~~t'udc&.\~::;; 
Lt the most lJUl'a.ar nnd comprehl!nsive 000& trellting of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~Y:!hl~ ~l~e~~t:!Q:~ ~n=ll!iC;;l~: !ilia!~~ ~~~ ruf~~ ~ 

nstructlve, practical..presentation·of~'}It:d ical COllllllon Sen"ll" ruedi A 
Valuable to invnlids. lIbowing new mea.n~· by whleh t l:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phy~\("iall!!, clergymen, crib:!!;, alld hterat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of subje<'LS espeCiAlly important to young me N eo veryona who "wants to know, yuu know," will· find itinterestiU 0 
4 Parts, 36 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and

FEATURE J~t introduced, consists of a ~r1~A NEW· ~ , of .beautiful (·olol·«.-d Q~Qt.,~ 
~:,1 $;!ro\~~N~~,l~~~::i!~~'<li;~l~~?~~~ ':!~~J.~:gg!~3~~ct. . 

A Testimonial. 
81G·page Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... wbite anc! 

Many QlI:ents take 50 or 100 at. once, at specill.l rates. ScnWfor terms. • 
WEST LIBERTY. 0., Aug. ]2.1888 

~lut' circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', ileeLan. Mcmt.hllle DR. R. P. FELl.OTrs-Dear Sir; 'l'he remedy JOu s~nt 
Standard Edition, .3.25 ~ Same print nnd illustrations. the is working like a cbarm. I ~m completely surprise the way
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper I\.Ild binding. it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week, 

JIITJUUY WLL PIl'B. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St.• l\ew lork. and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) Is coming out all 
right. Yours respectfully, J. R.. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a fair sample of the bundreds of 

Men, Women, and Gods. 

By H e1en H . Gardener. Introduction h>· l'ol.er! 


G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. 

Backed for a Place. 

While the Salvation Army was carrying 
on the collection business in its usual vigor
ous fashion at Charles Street, Openshaw, 
on Sunday evening, a woman in the crowd 
was heard to say, " Well, it may be all 
right, but I don't know; however, here's a 
sl~}lling." She didn't seem to regard J. C, 
as the favorite, but she backed him for a 
place.-London Freethinker. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 

Clear, Concise, Sparkling, Hdpful. 

"Nationalism," by Ecl.ward Bellamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
" Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Function of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J, Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

[ii?Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 
Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

re

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFllm PHYSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in
specialty) as. his 1.ractiC'.e will 
surely . prove. The 
treats all thol'e peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weakness. impotency, &0., 
sulting from indescrct,ioll And 
ignorance of youth. Those who 
are all.ng should senu ~"u 110 
cents for his book, ., Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
~ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Washingtou Nati(mal View.} 
nr. Fellows. of Vineland, New Jersey offers hiS valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Sillliliar advertisements from unreliable 

g~~~~:~~~llo~~~~ ~~~~i:li~t~l~~ a~~ i~~s:ta~~st~;r~~~:i
in hi,S profession. and. the ~ncomiums showered UD1n him 
publicly as well as In private, are tlatteriug evidences of 
t!le high ap~reciatioY,l and <?ollf.idence ~is long and conscien

testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ States 
from young, middld ·a.g~d and elderly men. Buffering Ironi A Short History of the Bible. various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application. the greatest of all known

(king a popular account of the fo ma ion and remedies for this class of di~eases. As 1 am an Ollt and'out 
LJcvelopmt:!nt of the Canon. By I$ro!lSO'l C. Liberal 1 trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 

their patronage, llild not wdste their tim!! and money onKeeler. Price. So cents. Cbristian doctol'!j. DR. F~LLOWS..... 

http:lJUl'a.ar
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Divorce in Pive Cdintries. 

_If the wife of a Turcoman asks his per
mission to go out, and he says" Go," with
out adding" Come back again," they are 
divorced. 

In Siberia if a man is dissatisfied with 
the most trifling acts of his wife, he 
tears a cap or veil from her face and that 
cons:itutes a divorce. 

In Siam the first wife may be divorced, 
but not sold, as the others may be. She 
may claim the fir6t child. The others be
long to her husband. . 

Among the Moors if the wife does not 
bec()me the mother of a boy she may be 
divorced with the consent of the tribe, and 
can marry again. 

In the Arctic region a man" ho wants a 
divorce leaves home in ang-er and does not 
return for several days.-Toronto Mail. 

Well Meant. 

It is told of a pious, well-meaning man, 
that on one occasion, while offering- up a 
prayer in Sunday-school, he referred to the 
superintendent in this manner: " And, 
God bless the superintendent, who has led 
such a long, tedious, Christian life." 

GOD IN THE STATE~ ['l\CIPIC Cj\RRIAGI~ C(). 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American BUSINESS OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST.

Secular Union. 
--"::0:- OLIVER l[INCK('~:Y, ~UPERINTEi"DENT 

This is the best presentation of the ar- Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Prancisco. 

' 1M POSTURE.TH E SABBATH 
. BY HARRY HOOVER. 

. 
eight copies 50 cents.' Address this office. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. . 

. --. -
Pnce, 10 cents; four copIes, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAl\I & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. }'ULTON, D.D. 

A startlinO' b()ok particularly to those 

· P . fcon esslOnal. flce, $1.50 . . 
Address thIS office. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A D!~cu~~ion between .Gladstolle, Huxley, lIullet, Linton 
Alt:Vl'le on the ConflIct between Gent-bill and Geoloa 
J>1"ke. 60 C~lItil. 

THE- LATEST F~~SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS POR..................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS POR ........ , ............................................... 35.0) 

PANTS TO ORDER POR............. ,.................................... 6.0J 


Samples forwarded on Application, 
eEl: .A.B. F. :BU Fl.OrDI.[...A.N"• 


TAILOR, 

-101 PIPTH STREET 101

N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

B0ors & SH 0 ES .Bihle Mora~s. 
 Twenty Crimes and Vices Sane
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood alit! Deception;
Cheating: Theft and Rohbery; Adultery an.! 

r<.lade' to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

Showing that there is no authority for the pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
Sunday laws. either Human or Ipaper to give me a trial. JAS •. A. REED, 

. 375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 
"Divine." I 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; ip. A. CLARK. . ClIAS. W. CLARK
IDIAMOND VA LLEY 

N'UnSERIES"". 
L\'. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

I . 1..NURS E RYMEN 
. 

~ 

Gal-ali'as -for Timber GultuV'.e a
II r /1 I, {I 

SPecialty. 
Have at ThE-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit I 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 
0' '.. ,unacquainted with the character of the Orders Fllled lind Dehvered on Short Nohre. 

Special Attention Given to Planting
d C· f 0 h dan anng 0 rc ar s 

d v'' d . an lneyar s. 
Address 

CLARK BROS 
., 

P .. O. Box <', . 81m Jaointo, Oa1. 

W.l:CM~BU1~G·s 'VVORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cent~ 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects conshlercd 
by Mr, Remsburg are: The Church anri Mor
ality; Criminal .-latistics, showing the creelis 
of the prisoIler~ in the penilenliaJies; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Chuf( h 
and Liberty; the ChUICh anti the Anti.slave: '! 
l{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; tl.e 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. 

athers . of the Ra!1ublic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefierson, and h-;nklin. .Price 15 cents. 

Prostitution; Murder: Wars o( ~ onquest an I
Extermination; Despotism: Intule. ance and 
Pelsecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals: Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism: Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and IdlOcYi.Obscenity. !'rice, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. t) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever writte~ on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of vic,":, Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Oli!;in of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; rhe Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
':iunday Arguments; Origin of CllJistian Sab· 
bath: Testimony of the Christian hillers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; tIle Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Ulrislian Reformers,
Scholars. and Divines; Abwbation or Sunday 

I "j;;~~~~;~:~< ';~;~s. 

ITh FIT hi' f th Ch· t' e a S8 eae ngs 0 e rls lin Church.I' 

. Price 10 cents. 
.' 

I' Sunday and the Sabbath Price 10 cents• , . 
;Th • h f P . I e Foolls ness 0 Prayer. nee, 10 cents. 

IThe .Cathali'" Church and the Public School"
Pnce, 5 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
~ OF IqFIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one· of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly. bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

_.-PRICE ~O CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S "W"ORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum· 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
\Voman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
'<"1 he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
Clnrl,," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll:' 

Some Mistakes of ~M08e8. _Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25." t'I 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
l'"isher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo:, paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. , 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi· 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 coPies, $3. 

VindicaHon of Thomas Paine (rom the attac"ks 
of the !'\ew York Obs~ff. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Pric~~ 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil'Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Life's Better Day. 

\Ve know the clouds shall break away, 
The blue skies show instt-ad; 

, The future bring a golden day 
With sunshine overhead; 

And gentle peace be sovereign then, 
Where hope had almost died, 

And life shall fill the heart again 
Through trial purified. 

Though dark the way for us and long 

And keen the lurking pain, 


Like an assassin hid among . 

Our hopes and pleasures slain; 


There is a day for you,and me, 

If we the right pursue, 


When present ills and pains shall flee, 

And life begin anew. 


Whate'er thine ills, let them be borne 
With patient heart and will; 

Though sharp the rougb path's piercing thorn, 
And steep the stony hill; 

Do right when wrong would tempt, and spurn 
Vile passions from your breast, 

And doing good for evil, learn 
To leave to time the rest! 

J USTI<;:E-" You say that you did not 
know that you were violating the law. Ah, 
but, my dear sir, ignorance of the law is 
no excuse to any man." 

PRISONER-" That is kind 0' rough on 
both ofus, ain't it judge? " 

CRIER-" Order in the court." 

THE king of U riwandi has three wives, 
whom he pounds unmercifully when he 
gets drunk. His course is approved by 
Hoyle, we believe. A king full always 
beats three queens. 

FRI~ETI-IOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "VORKS. 

The New God. lOCo The New God was mad, 
by an ~tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A ronlance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is fiIJea 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingffsoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident antI dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to-day."-J"okn Swintoll's 
P .. Jwr 

Why Don't He Len~ a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell. and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Btl/garius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag· 
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
llutnam as a genuine poet."-Tke UJliv~ru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
sty Ie and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Healtn 
Monthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the w·hole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-BostM 
Inrustivator. 

j.lr(ililt;lIlt:Li~; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo· 
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hem)' 
W. Belltlws. Q 

Gottlieb: His Life' or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. uTo describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all wv life before. "- Elmilza DraJu S/m}ul'. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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DELEGATE PEFLY, of the Idaho constitutional convention, has 
the courage of his convictions. He objected to the recognition 
of God or any other ghost in the Constitution, but was voted 
down. When the convention finally agreed on a form of consti
tution, recognizing the Christian God, he refused to sign it. 'Ve 
admire his manliness and fidelity to principle. 

SUNDAY idleness, or some other cause, is productive of rioting 
and bloodshed in this and other cities the first day of every week. 
The men who work on Sunday do not commit crimes, and they 
are one day's pay ahead of the idlers. Which, then, is best for 
the moral;:; of the community, Sunday rest or Sunday labor? Until 
this question is settled, religious people should go slow with their 
Sunday idleness laws. 

To gain the favor of some trade union or other, Secretary 
Windom has abolished the steam printing presses from the public 
bureau of engraving and printing, and sub~tituted hand presses. 
The plea is that more men will be given work by the latter 
method. It is not believed that steam will be abolished in other 
departments of public work, but who knows? There are a gool 
many demagogues _in Washington. 

A RAILROAD is to be buil.t from Jaffa to Jerusalem, and ChrL
tian pilgrims to the holy land are protesting. The journey to 
Jerusalem has hitherto been performed upon donkeys, and the 
pious devotees argue that the new arrangement \vill do away with ~ 

this feature so long associated with the history and traditions of 
Palestine, and be fatal to religiousseutiment. There is a basis 
of reason for this plea. Abolish all the donkeys, and what would 
become of reverence for Palestine or the religion that started 
there? 

THE approach of the year 1892, when the four hundredth an
niversary of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus 
is to be celebrated, has set antiquarians at work to find out the 
nationality of the great mariner. The Jewish 'Vorld newspaper 
says Columbus was a Hebrew, while the Abbe Perretti claims 
that he was, like Napoleon, a Corsican. 'Ye once heard a Catho
lic priest in Jersey City, N. J.,'affirm without fear of successful
fOt;ltra~;li~ti~I} .that the discoverer of America was an Irishman, ~ 

but the fact that Columbus never got on the police force or ran 
for aI.derman is rather against that theory. 

ON August 15 and 16 there was a California State Sabbath 
Convention at the Young Men's Christian Association Hall, in 
this city. Ie is understood that Sabbath organizations are to be 
established in the various counties, cities, and towns throughout 
the state under the auspices of the Amer~an Sabbath Union. 
The bigots are beginning early, and their movement may grow 
to a respectable size before the legislature meets again, if it does 
not die in infancy. 

SECRETARY McCoy, of the Young- Men's Christian Association, 
has arranged with the Rev. I. D. Driver, of Portland, Or., to de
liver a special course of" three lectures on " Infidelity," for the 
benefit of young men, in Association Hall, this city, upon succes
sive Thursday evenings in September. Driver is a man who 
rather outdoes Clark Braden as an off-hand liar, and the" young 
men" will receive about the same amount of benefit from listen
to him that they would get from the bray of a perverted jackass. 

/ 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, August 18, at 8 o'clock. 'V. 0. Howe will lecture on 
" Our Common Foe." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Coquille is under the shadow of orthodoxy, and the Liberals 
are somewhat indifferent. Nevertheless an audience of nearly 
two hundred came together, and the outlook is better than be
fore. Comrade Nichols is always on hand, and by his works 
shows that he has plenty of faith in the" good time coming." I 
enjoyed his hospitality. He has built his little cottage in a grove 
just outside of the village, and" here with music and FREETHOUGHT 
the home-light brightens. 

I enjoyed a refreshing drive from Marshfield to Coquille with 
J. D. Garfield, who takes pleasure in giving the Secular pilgrim 
the best that is going-be it horseflesh, or otherwise. The first 
one I struck at Coquille was P.O. Chilstrom, who happened to 
be on his way to 'Yillamette valley. J. Henry Schroeder, who 
is bound to make things go, whatever the difficulties of the situa
tion, \vas present, and of course there could not be" discourage
ment with such efficient support. Cathcart was our body-guard 
f rom the bay to Coquille, and his fiery steed kept alongside, ex
cept when the smoothness of the road enabled Garfield to give 
the reins, and spin along at a three-minute gait, which is not bld 
for these hilly and crooked roads. There was quite a company 
from various parts to attend the lecture, and the movement here 
is forward, and not backward. 

I had a peculiar experience on Wednesday morning. What 
strange attraction there is in the awful thing.:; of li"e. \X/hen a 
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crime takes place the scene of it seems to draw one with a wierd 
magnitism. Coquille has just been agitated by one of the most 
fearful and extraordinary murders ever committed. Such an 
exhibition of brutality is seldom experienced, and this was the 
deed of a man who has lived in the community for many years, 
been respected, and who would not be believed guilty of such 
enormity if the evidence were not overwhelming, together with 
.his own confession. In cold blood he killed a mother and a 
child, concealed the bodies, and waited for the return of the 
father to finish the bloody work. A desperate struggle ensued, 
like that of two wild beasts. Finally the attacked party escaped, 
and the alarm \yas given. The whole neighborhood was aroused. 
Hundreds of people thronged to the place, a search was made, 
and beneath the roots of a giant tree the bodies of the mother 
and child were discovered. For fear of lynching, the murderer 
was hurried at once to jail, with his wife, who was supposed to be 
an accomplice in these terrific crimes. Of this, however, there 
is no proof. No\~ that this crime has been made public, it is 
bruited that this same man has committed several murders in 
the past twenty years. Such cold-blooded malignity seems im
possible. The motive to the present murder is shrouded in 
mystery, and altogether it is one of the most remarkable cases 
on record. I visited the place, and viewed the little cabin, the 
yard, blood-stains 'here and there, where the tragedy occurred, 
and the ghastly grave in the' woods where the mother and child 
were burried. The sun was shining blithely in the branches, the 
sweet songs were in the air. Without doubt, the mother and 
child were happy that ,sunny morning, when the assassin crept 
upon their path. How swift and horrible the change, the attack, 
the death, the dragging through the woods, the burial, and all 
theshuddering details of the inhuman transaction. How the 
deep, dark problem of life and destiny presses upon the heart in 
view of the scenes of this pitiable tragedy. Ho~v can one be so 
cruel? Whence comes this devastating passion, and what will re
move it? \Vhere is the justice of the heavens and the love of 
God? Could any divine being, looking upon this infinite horror, 
have withheld his aid? No angel, no spirit came at the tortured 
mother's cry. Human love, after all, is the only remedy for hu
man hate. Human justice must right human wrong .. I could 
only feel, amidst the beautiful sunshine that was trying to cover 
up the dreadful terror, that in ourselves only is the providence 
of the good and just. We only can make those conditions-those 
divine conditions whereby the heart shall be made loving and 
noble, and these deeds of blood .forever impossible. 

In the afternoon, the steamer Antelope, Captain Dunham, a 
jolly steersman, takes us down the shining Coquille. R. H. 
Rosa, of Bandon, is on board, and Joseph Walser, of Randolph, 
and I have good company while the boat goes speeding on. 'I 
miss Judge Low at Randolph, but find other friends, and a fair 
audience greets me in the evening. Landlord Tennyson, of the 
Randolph Ho~el,gives me pleasant entertainment, and gathers 
the people together with the sound of the bell. The hall was 
full. Randolph has only about a half-dozen houses, and I could 
not expect a large attendance. I gave the first Freethought lec
Jure here, and the prospects for the future work are favorable. 

Thursday afternoon I proceed to Bandon. I always like to 
come to Bandon, for h~re the sea spreads magnificently before 
the view. It dashes against the beach and the mighty rocks. 
You seem to be looking into eternity with a thousand enchanting 
pictures in the glowing horizon. There are a few staunch 
L.iq~r~ls ~t B.andqn, an<;l Ro.sa'$ Hall was quite well flIlf;d~ Com'!.' 

rade Tupper takes good care of me at the hotel. Upton intro
duces me at the meeting. and so 'Bandon comes and goes 
something ~ike a pleasant dream, for I arrive there ",-ith the 
sinking sun, and depart with the early rays of morning. All the 
sunny forenoon I travel up the placid Coquille River. The im
mense forests are on either side. Now and then a house appears, 
with garden and green fields. It is an enchanting, drealllY 
journey. Nature's solitudes are about, with glimpses of civiliza
tion. The sunshine' falls iute the tracery of the lofty banks, and 
delicately tinted chambers open to the view. The waters dimple 
merrily, and flash the dancing beams in brilliant quivering 
colors. 

At Coquille I land, .and mine landlord, of the Olive House, 
furnishes the noonday meal. James Laird, Jr., finds me after 
my comfortable dinner, and drives me to Myrtle Point, where I 
arrive in the late afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Brown, whom I met 
at San Bernardino last year, keep the hospitable fires burning in 
the Lennherr House, formerly kept by Mrs. Brown's father, Mr. 
Lennherr, who was the first man to greet me at Myrtle Point 
when two years ago I was a traveler from the East. 1\1r. and Mrs. 
Lennherr have died since I was here a year ago. Mrs. Lenn
herr was a Catholic, but of gentle and Liberal mind, and her 
welcome to the heretic was always cordial. Whether in the 
bosom of the church or out of it, she would be worthy to enter 
the gates of Paradise. Mr. Lennherr was a staunch, enthusiastic 
supporter of Freethought, and his faith was undimmed by age or 
suffering. They both died within a week of each other, and 
upon their grave shall bloom the flowers of sweet memory. For 
many years they lived in this community, and friends and 
neighbors will not forget the virtue that is immortal though death 
may come. 

Myoid friend, James Laird, who piloted me over the Coast 
Range, two years ago, is here, not so strong as when I first met 
him, but as jolly withal, and ever ready to make life happy in 
spite of misfortune and disease. 

Ed. Bender, postmaster, and many other friends I find, and 
the hall is full. Dr. Easter of the Christian host is busy taking 
notes, and at the close of the lecture announces that he will 
answer me on the third Sunday in September. Quite a long 
way ahead, and the Infidel will be sure to be a long way off. I 
invited him to give a reply on Sunday evening, and announced 
that he could have an hour of my time in order to do so. He 
said that would not give him time enough to prepare. He does 
no~ seem to follow the injunction of St. Paul, to be ready to give 
a reason for the faith that is in him. It takes the doctor more 
than a month to get hi3 equipments ready. 

Saturday, through fields and woods and many gateways, the 
Lairds and myself penetrate to Arago, where the pavilion stands, 
and where the house of Schroeder stands, and where the flag 
floats to every breeze under heaven. Rain or shine, our friend 
Schroeder is at the front, the work goes on, and the harvest is 
bound to shine. Here in this handsome home, with the orchards 
and gardens about, the glimmering fields, and in the distance 
the line of hills and mighty forests, here one can find the noble 
inspirations of liberty, and feel that labor is not in vain-that 
there are hearts who will appreciate, that there are hopes that burn 
in undiminished lustre, and so one can plunge into the dust of 
toil and conflict, and hear the music of victory. 

Quite anumber were present Saturday evening at the pavilion, 
where I gave a lecture on "Evolution and Creation." After the 
lect~re t~erc:: w~ s<]~ia:ble and dance. 
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Sunday, August 4th, was a festival day, just what Sunday 
ought to be. Old and young were gathered together. The steamer 
Antelope brought friends from Coquille. The band was present 
from Myrtle Point, and a goodly company likewise. It was a 
lovely day. The sky was cloudless, and the sunlight gorgeous 
on field and wood and hill. The soft winds made mm.ic. Near 
the pavilion is a beautiful grove. Beneath this leafy canopy the 
martial strains poured forth. The children played ball and 
swung in the glittering atmosphere. The young men and 
maidens went skating in graceful curves over the smooth floor 
of the pavilion. At noon all gathered about the tables, furnished 
by the generosity of the Schroeders, and the physical man was 
well replenished. In the afternoon a large assembly listened to 
the lecture on "The American Republic." 

In the evening the meeting was held at Myrtle Point, and by 
boat and carriage a large party went from Arago. The band was 
with us also, and thanks are due our musical friends for the in
spiring entertainment which they gave. The hall was crowded. 
The Christian champion did not appear, and so I was obliged to 
occupy the entire time with a lecture on Moody and Sam Jones. 
This closed the series of meetings in Coos county. I find an in
creased attendance and increased interest. The Liberals are in 
the majority in this county, but for all that, many are still afraid 
~o take an open stand. A few staunch pioneers do all the work, 
and without these strenuous allies the cause would lag indeed. 
Schroeder reports that eight have joined our forces since the be
ginning of the campaign two years ago, and these eight are of 
the bone and sinew of the land, and it means something when 
they take a stand for Freethou3'ht. McNaughton says that if I 
don't find him in the front ranks when I return, I may know ,that 
he is dead. I am satisfied of that. There are others just like 
h,im. They won't give up. I don't believe any place East or 
\Vest has done more splendid work this year than Coos county. 
I am glad to announce that a woman is to make the campaign 
more brilliant than ever. Mrs. Krekel is to visit here about the 
middle of September, and I anticipate a noble welcome for this 
representative of woman's genius. Many will come out to listen 
to her eloquen't voice who, would not attend the lectures of a 
man. As woman is the chief supporter of the church, so I be
lieve that woman eventually will do the most for the emancipa
tion of the world. 

S. B. Cathcart, who, from North Coos river, attended all the 
lectures, and was the last comrade to whom I bade farewell on 
Monday morning, is county surveyor, and has trodden almost 
every foot of the country, and knows its resources by personal 
examination. He is a good one to address in case anybody 
desires to understand the capacities and expectations of Coos 
county. This has many attractions. It has a lovely summer 
climate. Every day that I have spent here has been beautiful, 
as if made expressly for a holiday. This is an agreeable land for 
Liberals to inhabit.' They will find congenial associations and 
ample promises of future prosperity. I wish I could mention 
by name all my good friends in this county, all the good com
rades I have met. They are too numerous. They come by the 
score. I must thank them all together, everyone of them, for 
their earnestness and cordiality and open heart and hand. Every 
labor has been made bright by these devoted supporters of Free
thought, who have made these shining hills and streams and 
seem like afireside glory, where warm and true companions of toil 
and pleasure are ever present. Monday morning the Lairds, with a 
jolly ~ompan'y b~_s~4e<;;J take TIle over the dusty way and through 

gleaming solitudes of vast and verdant forests to the "Half-way 
House," the horne of my ever-humorous pilot, who sees in na
ture and man that which makes for mirth, and not for misery. 
His house is ten miles away from any other residence. It is in 
the heart of a lovely amphitheatre. The lofty hills are ranked 
about it. The trees stand up like glistening spires. The huge 
boulders overhang, covered with radiant mosses. Here the 
night enshrouds with silver moon and stars, and we rest until the 
matin hour awakes with music and splendor. Tuesday morn
ing is glorious. The mists rol.1 over the hills softly, glittering 
with the sun's warm rays. The coast range is before our face. 
The east fork of the Coquille dashes along amidst vast rocks 
with gleaming banners. The trees, three hundred feet high, 
some of them, open into vast arcades that sink into depths of 
luminous green. The boulders seem like huge fortresses, and 
slowly we scale the immense hights. It takes five hours to reach 
the summit. Trees athwart the highway have to be chopped 
down in order that we may advance. When we do reach the 
top, how gloriously we dash down to the" Eighteen Mile House," 
where we get our dinner. With what splendid appetites we 
reach the goal. Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, of :Marshfield, with 
their two children, Elsie, and Tom, who is every inch a young 
American, joined us at Laird's, and I had the pleasure of riding 
with them the latter part of the journey, and the spanking team 
bring me to Roseburg an hour and a half ahead of the stage. 
Mrs. Bennett and the two children are en route to New York 
and Europe. A good voyage to them all, and a happy return to 
the shores of the Pacific. I shall not soon forget our genial friends, 
especially Torn, who has learned to be a veteran traveler already. 

Roseburg shines prettily on the view as we round the hills. 
The Liberalism here is of that vague order that seldom crystal
lizes to action. I was glad to meet with Benjamin, of the Plain 
Dealer, and to sit in the cozy parlor of P. La Motta, who has worked 
out his own salvation without any regard to the churches, and 
has found in Freethought a philosophy of life that makes duty a 
pleasure and gives a heart for any fate. 

With a good-bye to friends, I take the midnight train, and 
through the sleepy hours travel on to the harvest of glory of the 
WilIamette valley, refulgent in the morning's smoky beams. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS. 

A correspondent of the New Ideal discusses the question 
"What Does Liberalism Offer the Workingman?" The writer 
finds that Christianity points to the sky and says: "My laboring 
friend, there is a land where no tramp-law exists! Your suffer
ings, your sorrows, your many disappointments, the endless hard
ship and oppression to whkh you have always been subjected, 
have all been necessary in order to properly prepare you for 
heaven. For your hunger here, we will give you the bread of 
life there. Garments of righteousness will be the reward for your 
nakedness. The many-roomed mansions shall be your compen
sation for lack of shelter and a freezing tern perature. Best of all, 
you will have attained spiritual wisdom, and then all will be plain 
that you cannot understand now." It may be urged in Chris
tianity's behalf that religion does not profess to make people 
hftppy in this world. Its mission is merely to save souls for some 
world hereafter; and it therefore offers the laboring men nothing 
but post-mortem salvation. But if Christianity could offer every 
workingman a house and a hundred and sixty acres of land, that 
would not prove Christianit!' to be trlle. A priest mar ~ive ~ 
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dollar to a beggar, but that does not demonstrate his supernatural 
mission, and he could increase the amount to a million without 
strengthening his claim in any degree. Any prosperity that might 
follow a universal adoption of Christianity would leave the crea
tion story, the fall, the redemption, the miraculous birth of Christ, 
and all other Christian dogmas, exactly where they are at present 
-in the category of myth and fable. 

But what does Liberalism offer the workingman? It offers him 
just what it offers the ca.pitalist, the politician, the priest, the king, 
and the pauper. That is to say, it offers him the truth so far as 
it has been discovered. Liberalism is not a nostrum. It is not 
a social or a political system. It bids the workingman to study, 
to think,and to express his thought. It will not stand in hisway, 
as the church does, and tell him· that certain social or political 
doctrines are heretical. It leaves an open field for the examina
tion of all schemes for progress and the improvement of the 
race. It gives free scope to the mental faculties, by means of 
which all deliverance from evil must come; for it would be as 
reasonable to deny a pupil the use of the multiplication table in 
solving a mathematical problem as to restrict the liberty of thought 
in the consideration of any question that vexes the human mind. 
It might be asked what the multiplication table offers the work
ingman, and the answer would be that it offers him a method of 
reaching the truth. So it may be said of Liberalism that it offers 
the workingman and all others a method and a condition, the 
only ones through which anything like a satisfactory way out of 
difficulties can be found. If truth, fact, science, and freedom 
from the errors of superstition and the tyranny of priests, are 
worth anything to the workingman, then Liberalism has some
thing of value to offer him. 

THE FRUITS OF RELIGION. 

The Australian "faith-heaIing"charlatan, Dr. Alexander Dowie, 
who was in this city several months ago, left here without having 
made a deep impression or doing any particular damage; but it 
seems that Los Angeles was not so fortunate as San Francisco. 
In that city Dowie did some extensive proselyting, and succeejed 
in indoctrinating a large number of people with his particular de
lusion. He taught that bodily ailments could be cured by faith, 
and that the services of physicians were totally unnecessary. This 
is of course the, logical conclusion from ordinary Christian 
premises, because if there is a divine power who counts the hairs 
of the human head and watches the proceedings of sparrows, it 
is fair to presume that he would pay some attention to the bodily 
welfare of human beings. As a belief, this" faith" doctrine 
does no more harm than other superstitions; but the trouhle in 
the present case arises from an attempt to put the preaching into 
practice, and the results have been fatal in many instances. 
From the daily papers we learn that the latest case is that of the 
nine-:-year-old boy of J. D. Hatch, of Los Angeles. The boy was 
taken down with diphtheria. The father, a "faith-cure" believer, 
allowed the case to run its length without calling in medical aid. 
The police authorities were notified, and investigation showed that 
the believers had been praying over the child, as is their custom 
but did absolutely nothmg to alleviate its sufferings. The litt1; 
fellow was beyond hope, and died shortly after. All the ind~a
ti9ns were that he had been allowed to slowly choke to death 
through an ignorance worthy of the Dark Ages. . 

In this case there was no elaborate examination, but in a pre
vious instance the coroner took pains to secure the fancies and 
beliefs of the" faith-cure" people. This was in the ~ase of 

Howard Shepard, the two-year-old infant of the Rev. William E. 
Shepard, of the East Los Angeles Holiness church. Mrs. Shep
ard, the mother of the child, says the report, outlined the mode 
of procedure of the faith-~ealers in tones absolutely free from 
even the tremor of anguish which is supposed to be noticeable in 
the speech of the most callous parent within a day or two-of her 
child's death. Her husband had been ill, she said, for two weeks 
from an unknown ,disease, when her little boy became sick. 
Several persons told her it was diphtheria, but being a believer 
in divine healing, she could not think of calling in a physician. 
As her husband grew worse she called in several sisters of her 
congregation, and their prayers were efficacious in the case of 
the man. With the child, the very first prayer uttered drove 
away a fever, but a.relapse followed and the appeals to heaven 
did not have any force. Mrs. Shepard's refuge, when pressed to 
explain the tenets of her faith, was invariably the Bible, where 
she obtained ample justification for her conduct. 

Miss Emma Boyer, a neighbor, to whose intervention with the 
Almighty the pastor believed his recovery largely due, went into 
the matter at greater length. She said that she was one of the 
charter members of the Divine Healing organization, and that 
she formerly was a Methodist. The Lord, she asserted, led her 
to pray at the child's bedside. She quoted from scripture as the 
fountain head from which the Divine Healers drew their inspira
tion, but in being sworn her partly paralyzed right arm added its 
silent testimony against the efficacy of her faith. 

J. T. Patterson, another "divine healer," furnished a curious 
piece of testimony. All his life, he said, he had been trying 
to lead sinners to the path of rectitude. He came to the 
coast for the benefit of his wife's health, and was a firm believer 
in the power of a direct appeal to God for intervention in the 
affairs of man. He was called on to pray over the dying child. 
"But," said he, "I had received a presentiment from God above 
teat he would do nothing for this child, and so of course I refused 
to say a word for it. One must have absolute faith in the power 
of God to heal disease, or it would do no good." He cited as 
an instance his own case. Years ago he was. paralyzed in the 
right side of his head, so that his hearing was destroyed. He 
prayed, but !lot having just that degree of implicit faith that was 
absolutely requisite, his prayer was not answered. Finally, he 
went to bed one night convinced that he had been heard. "And 
that very night," said Mr. Patterson, "the Lord reached forth out 
of the darkness, took my head off my shoulders, cleaned out the 
disease, replaced my head again, and when I arose in the morn
ing I found that my hearing had been restored." He broke 
down when asked what God would do with broken limbs, but 
quickly fortified himself with a scriptural quotation and hurled 
at his interlocutor the passage from the Bible which read that 
"the bones of the righteous should not be broken." A whole 
string of interested witnesses gave their testimony. All made the 
same protestation of faith in divine interposition, and all took 
refuge in passages of the Bible that lent support to their views. 

The district attorney of Los Angeles, it is said, will endeavor 
to find some law to cover the case; but it is plainly to be seen 
that in doing so he will be merely trying to suppress an effect for 
which there is an adequate cause. As we have said , faith cure 
is a logical outcome of belief in God and the efficacy of prayer, 
and the only remedy for the present delusion is a thorough eradi
cation of Christian faith and dogma from the human mind. 

" JOHN WARD, PREACH.ER," has been issued in paper covers and 
caI1 nQw b~ furnished for So centi. .. . 

http:PREACH.ER
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THE MISSION FIZZLE. 

f- Sincere promoters of missions will be surprised, and the 
schemers will be chagrined, at the report which Lieutenant Wood 
of the United States navy makes concerning Christianity in China. 
\Vood has been m~h in China and the East, and is able to speak 
with authority on the subject; and he says that it is not extrava
gant to assert that the work of the missionaries in China and Corea 
has been absolutely without any result, except to hold them up to 
the ridicule of the natives. " It has before been stated, and I 
concur in the belief," says the· lieutenant, "that there is not a 
Chinese convert to Christianity, of sound mind, to-day within the 
entire extent of China." 

It is explained by the sam'e writer that the converts we hear of 
in this country are merely menials employed about quarters of 
missionaries, who for a salary of four dollars a month become 
converts. But when they' are discharged there is no further evi
dence of their change of mind. The missionaries do not mix 
"'ith the natives to any considerable extent, and many of -their 
meetings are not only conducted in English, but with the mis
sionaries themselves as audience. 

Such a thing as a Corean nobleman or a Chinese mandarin, 
acknowledging the Christian faith,according to Lieutenant Wood, 
has never been heard of. The missionaries are looked upon 
about as the Salvation'Army is in America, only with ten times 
the prejudice and contempt. A curious blunder made by them 
in translating the Bible into Chinese adds to this feeling. The 
miEsionaries located in Foo Chow, and learned the language of 
that locality, which they used in translating. But it so happens 
that Foo Chow Chinese differs as much from the language of the 
educated, in which Confucius is given to the people, as the negro 
dialect of Louisiana differs from standard English. All the peo
ple of China reverence this classical language of the country 
and, though some of them do not understand it, they want high
class literature or none. The Bible, therefore, is to them what 
Josh Billings's Almanac is to Americans, and no more. ' 

Anbther thing that must strike an intelligent resident of China 
as remarkable is that missionaries should go to' that country to 
convert its natives while ninety-nine out of every'hundred Chinese 
in this country, still practice their heathen rites. They will 110 

doubt conclude, as many people here have concluded, that the 
mission movement is merely one of the numerous impostures by 
which the church wheedles money out of its dupes. 

PRIEST GLEASON'S DOCTRINE. 

The Cathnlic church has just finished ~onstructing a $250,000 

college in Oakland, and last Sunday the puilding was dedicated 
with appropriate mummeries. An address was delivered by a 
prie3t named Gleason, some of whose utterances are .worthy of 
note. As reported by the Alta California he said: 

" Those who believe in a purely secular education, being the majority, 
force upon the minority their will in this matter. It is illiberal and un
fair, because it forces upon millions a system which they abhor. If 
these people claimed to be Infidels or Agnostics their reasoning would 
be logical, but as it is, they claim to be Christians, yet they forbid that 
Christianity shall be studied." 

That is a lie, because the study of Christianity is not forbidden 
except in public schools; but what do the Catholics want? Do 
they want the religion of the minority forced upon the majority? 
As it is at present, the majority simply refuse to pay for 'teach
ing the religious dogmas of the minority-first, because they be
lieve in leaving religion to the family and the church; and 

second, because they do not desire to have their children taught 
what is untrue. Mr. Gleason thinks this is illiberal and unfair. 
He however hopes for the day when the majority will be on the 
Cath )lic side. In that day ther-e shall be no more secular 
schools. The public schools will be placed on a religious basis; 
the religious will be combined with the secular, and to this end 
all Am ~ricans are invited by Mr. Gleason to join the Catholics 
II in this battle to get control of these schools." 

Mr. Gleason has a peculiarly Catholic notion of what is illib
eral and unfair, and what is not. The maintaining of the 
secular schools by the majority he denounces as tyrannical; but 
when the majority become Catholic, then Christianity will be 
taught in every school, and those who do not like it may emi
grate. Such is the Roman Catholic conception of a liberal gov
~rnment and religious freedom. 

IT h:ls always been supposed that connection with some 
church was an indication of religious proclivities in a communi
cant, and that a person's failure to accept the means of grace 
argued a want of piety. That .view is now shown to be wrong 
by Messrs. Nicolay and Hay, Abraham Lincoln's private secre
taries, who, in endeavoring to demonstrate that Lincoln was a 
Christian, write in the Century Magazine for .A:ugust: 

"The fact that he was not a communicant of any church, and that he 
was singularly reserved in regard to his personal religious life, gives only 
the greater force Lo the striking proofs of his profound reverence and 
faith." 

Thus it appears that there is no defense for a public man 
against the charge of being "religious." Whether he joins the 
church and professes religion, or not, it is all the same. If he 
is worth having, the Christians put in their claim. The fact is 
that Lincoln had no faith except in the sense of Tennyson's re
mark: 

"There is more faith in honest doubt, 
~elieve me, than in half the creeds." 

THERE is a sad announcement in the last issue of the Boston 
Investigator. It is this: 

~' For the first time in over fifty years, the Investigator goes to press 
without one line from the venerable editor, Horace Seaver." 

1\lr. Seaver is afflicted with dropsy, but it is hoped that he may 
recover, though his age is great. The world will .never reach a 
condition in which it can afford to spare such ,men as the fifty
years editor of the Investigator. 

MGR. THOMAS S. PRESTON said at New York that cremation 
is abhorrent to the practice and teaching of the Roman Catholic 
church; that it is an atta'ck upon the doctrine of the resurrection, 
"the church holding that the self-same body which is buried shall 
rise again; and that the funeral of a Catholic whose remains had 
been incinerated could not be attended with any of the rites of 
the church." What, then, is to become of the early Christian 
martyrs who perished at the stake? 

TH~ wisdom of the clergyman who declined to pray for rain 
while the wind was in an unfavorable quarter, is paralleled by 
that of a Chicago faith-healer who has refused to treat a man for 
dyspepsia becau;e the patient will eat pickles. The faith which 
is popularly supposed to move mountains doe., not, it seems, 
have a similar effect upon the bowels. 

OUR friend Barry, editor and proprietor of the Weekly Star, was 
called upon to appear before Judge Lawler last Wednesday 
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morning and show cause why he should not be punished for 
contempt of court. Believing that Judge Lawler is guilty, in 
his judicial capacity, of most corrupt practices, Mr. Barry has 
not been at all backward about criticising the court. Judge 
Lawler may be an upright jurist; but it looks the other way. 
Mr. Barry duly appeared, and after his counsel had filed a de
murrer and moved to quash the indictment, the case was post
poned until next Monday morning. 

WE are glad to see that notice made of the Hon. John S. 
Hittell's "Code of Morals" has called the attention of Mr. 
Charles Watts to that excellent work. Mr. Watts will publish it 
sei'iaIly in Secular Thought. We can send the" Code of Morals" 
to any address for 25 cents. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Last Sunday night's meeting of the Freethought Society was a 
repetition of previous ones in point of interest, and the attend
ance was good. Mr. Eastman pr~sided, Mr. McClellan delivered 
the address, and Mr. Schou received the offerings of the people. 
Before the exercises began a tall ,stranger who said he was from 
New Hampshire came in and inquired of Mr. ]. A. Williams if 
the Freethought Society believed in God. Mr. Williams said he 
guessed some of the members were affected that way, and the 
man became communicative enough to divulge that he was a 
Methodist, that he had been but seven weeks in San Francisco, 
and that his brother was a preacher. He was presented with a 
seat and a copy of FREETHOUGHT, and requested to make himself 
at home. He listened to the proceedings with apparent enjoy
ment until the speaker chanced to remark that a Methodist was 
no better than a Catholic; then he went away. . 

Zither music for this occasion" was furnished by the. Misses 
Haelke, of Oakland, who, as always, played sweetly and harmoni
ously. . 

The speaker of the evening, R.. Guy McClellan, Esq., took for 
his subject "The American House of Loras," and stated casually 
that he enjoyed the distinction of having been the first to apply 
that appropriate title to the United States Senate. The Chronicle 
of Monday morning gave a report of the lecture, and I will re
produce it here, not because I could not write as good a one my
self, but because I desire to encourage the new departure which 
the Chronicle has taken in noticing our meetings. This, then, 
is the Chronicle's report: 

'" The American House of Lords,' said the speaker, 'means 
the Senate of the United States. For thirteen years during the 
first war with England we did not have that arrogant, aristocratic, 
useless, brainless body of millionaires known as the United States 
Senate. The Senate was a conservative bodr, and now, mv 
friends, I do not like conservatism. Whenever I see a natioh 
that boasts of being conservative, I make up my mind that nation 
is suffering from the dry rot. It was said that the senators of the 
United States were to be selected as the choice of the people. 
Who in the name of heaven ever heard of a United States senator 
coming before the people on election day? There have been 
great men, in years gone by, who were in the Senate, but this is· 
not true of recent years. For the past twenty years no man west 
of the Ohio river has been able to get into the Senate of the 
United States unless he was a millionaire. Men of intellect, 
statesmen if you please, are cast aside for ignorant, illiterate. al
most imbecile creatures, who, decked in golden robes, purchase 
their way into the United States Senate. There is not a man in 
this city who can get a little, petty office in the custom house or 
mint unless he have the sanction and signature of this body, 
which is an incubus on the nation. ' 

" 'The senators, like the congressmen, should be elected by 
the people. These senators are aliens; they are never voted for, 
an::! they might as well be natives of Asia. Blank ignoramuses, 
who could not even address the Chair, have been sent into that 
body where men like Calhoun and Webster once sat. vVe must 
make our government of and for the people. If we must have 

this American House of Lords, reform the system now in vogue, 
and make them truly the representatives of the people.''' 

This account omits Mr. McClellan's radical utterances on the 
foolishness of people who bow and scrape before phantoms. 
called gods, and impostors called popes and priests, but it is' 
good as far as it goes. Mr. McClellan was heartily cheered, and' 
congratulated by many on the eloquence of his address. 

When the Chair announced that discussion was in order Dr. 
O'Brock walked nimbly forward. I heard him say: "Der laist 
sbeaker in his eloquent address hass alluded to whot have we to 
comblain off." I then went outside and wandered through the 
corridors until silence denoted that Dr. O'Brock had either 
stopped voluntarily or been cut ofr by death. Those who re
mained in the audience sweat, as it were, great drops of blood. 

1\1r. Thomas Curtis, venerable' but popular, spoke with refer
ence to the subject under discussion. In the matter of senators 
buying their places, he said the fact that votes were bought shows 
that votes were for sale. In the popular mind money was 
stronger than justice. There is little hope for .good government 
except in the gradual growth of man, the abolition of greed, and 
the teaching of honesty to the young by example as well as pre
cept. 

A business meeting was called by the Chair to consider the 
proposal to remove to a larger ball. Mr. Macdonald opposed 
moving because the present hall was conveniently situated for 
him to attend. Mr. Schou said the only objection to the hall, 
besides its small size, was the music in the hall adjoining, which 
made him want to go in there and dance. Mr. Curtis suggested 
that Mr. Schou be allowed to go and dance, provided he would 
pass the hat for the benefit of the society. Mr. Curtis did not 
want to move until we could move into Pioneer Hall. The 
proprietor of the hall, Professor Sanders, said that means would 
be taken to prevent the sound of the music from penetrating the 
walls and exciting Mr. Schou. There being no one to advocate 
removal, the matter was dropped. 

rl cannot close this brief and inadequate aCCOUl1t of a very in
teresting event without calling attention to the appended note that 
I have received from Vice-President Eastman. I am therein 
practically called upon to acknowledge myself a sayer of what is 
not so, which, in accordance with my long-established custom, I 
cheerfully do: . 

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 10, 1889. 
GEO. E. MACDONAI,D, Dear Sir: In the "Observations" appearing 

in FREETHOUGHT of this date, in the report of the Freethought Society 
of last Sunday evening, you say: "Mr. Eastman desired to know who 
selected the speakers ·and who was' responsible for introducing the present 
one." It is true that I did, in the course of conversation, ask who 
selected the speakers, but it was not in a spirit of dissatisfaction with the 
meeting or the speaker, nor did I ask who was responsible for his intro
duction. I have not at any time objected to Dr. Anderson speaking be
fore the society, but, on the contrary, I expressed a desire, both to Dr. 
Anderson and to others, that he should have an opportunity to present 
his views on Theosophy to the society, and, though dissenting entirely 
from the speaker's conclusions on spiritual questions, I considered that 
the meeting was a very interesting one, and could see no harm that 
would be likely to come from allowing Theosophists, Spiritualists, 
Christians, or the advocates of other delusions and superstitions, to pre
sent their ideas to an audience of Freethinkers where opportunity for re
ply and refutation was also given. Your" Observations," by attributing 
to me opinions which I had no thought of expressing, place me in a false 
position toward those to whom I have expressed opinions the opposite of 
those intende..d to be conveyed by you, and I feel that injustice has been
done me in the matter, for which your love of sarcasm is responsible. 

Respectfully yours, W •. H. EASTMAN. 
. Next Sunday evening, August 18, Mr. W. O. Howe, of Oak

land, will speak on the subject of" Our Common Foe." 

Visitors to this office may, if they will take the risk, see for 
nothing as remarkable a picture as many that are exhibited for a 
high price. I understand that it is designed by Dr. George 
Newcomer, of Cleveland, Ohio, and it represents nothing less 
than the moral and intellectual progress of man" from the low 
barbarian up to the angel or spirit of light." In the lower part 
of the illustration is one man in primitive attire enjoying a wrest
ling match with a "Soko," and another presenting a colored 
woman with a 'possum'whose decease he has effected by means 
of a club. This, the author assures us, represents the "fashion 
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of their day." The beholder is carried along from this in
structive scene to others more pleasing. As man improves he 
adopts better clothes, until finally the ready-made coat, the boiled 
shirt, and the suspender are achieved. Soon legalized matri
mony catches him, and when he dies he is given expensive 
burial. At death he is side-tracked among the clouds, where he 
continues to harass his successors by illuminating their craniums 
with streaks of light. Among these clouds he exists indefinitely 
without any visible means of support. Meanwhile the "loved 
ones left behind," to use an original phrase, are getting along 
toward a city composed of many valuable houses, everyone of 
which has a cupola on it. When residents get enough of that 
kind of existence, as I understand it, they ascend to other hea
vens, "to mingle ple'Jsantly with all the past and coming intelli
gences in the ages yet to come. Amen! " 

Dr. Newcomer end(Svors to give an idea of eternity in these 
poetical lines: 

Yes, all systems might vanish, ten thousand times len, 
Reorganize worlds and go back then again, 
But where is the end of Old Time, do you see? 

.No nearer, no nearer than just 'Where you 6d 

In describing this illustration I have been greatly helped by a 
pamphlet which accompanies it, yet I feel that I have not done 
the subject full justice. Nevertheless, if what I have said shall 
enable some erring ~inner to lead a different life, I shall not 
regret the time I have spent trying to find out what the picture 
means. 

The editor of the Golden Gate and William Emmette Cole
man have been criticising each other's language. Coleman used 
the words "ill health," which Mr. Owen says is "frightful En
glish." Coleman shows that "ill health" is correct, but says 
truly that "frightful" can in no sense describe a grammatical 
inaccuracy. Having thus demonstrated Brother Owen's falli
bility, Mr. Coleman proceeds to lay himself open to criticism, as, 
for instance, when he uses the words" well. posted" in the sense 
of well informed. "Posted '! or "posted up" is a colloquialism 
unworthy of a writer like Mr. Coleman. Again, Mr. Coleman 
says: "Dr. James A. H. Murray ... ;one of the leading, if not 
the leading,.. philologist in England." He of course meant that 
Dr. Murray \vas one of the leading philologists of England, if not 
the leading one; but he took a very awkward way of saying it. 

It is strange that these college-bred literary gentlemen should 
be so liable to err. Even Pixley, of the Argonaut, commits the 
solecism, "had it not have been," which is not much better 
than "I would of \vent," used by the pope's Irish. 

In considering, rf;!cenlly, the case of the woman in Georgia 
who helped to sacrifice her boy for the good of her soul, I wrote: 

Tragedies like this are exactly what might be expected from the 
doctrine taught; and the doctrine will continue to be taught as long as 
fools enough can be found to pay knaves for preaching it. 

A paper in the southern part of the state endeavored to reprint 
the remark, and this is the result: 

Sragedies like this are exactly what might be expected from the doc
trine will continue to be taught as long as fools enough can de found to 
pay knives the preaching it. 

There is some balm in the reflection that the editor meant 
well, and did not credit the above to FREETHOUGHT. 

In his address last Sunday evening, before the Freethought 
Society, R. Guy McClellan made the statement that no man 
could get the lowest position in the custom house or branch mint 
of San Francisco unless he was indorsed by the ring which con
trols all elections and appointments, whether of a clerk or a 
United States Senator. I believe this statement is deplorably 
true. In fact, I have proof of it. I know a veteran soldier who 
served four years in the war. He fought in one hundred and 
eighty engagements on the Union side, and came home with an 
almost unparalleled record and an honorable discharge, but with 
disabilities fastened upon him from which he will never recover. 
By his energy and pluck he has several times placed himself and 
family ·above want, only to be thrown back again by ill health 
and reverses of fortune. His last streak of bad luck left him 

penniless, separated him from his family, and landed him in San 
Francisco without money, without influential friends, and without 
physical· strength to perform hard manual labor. . 

The recent change of administration caused several vacancies 
in the branch mint at San Francisco, and this man thought that 
his record gave him a fair claim to fill one of them. So he laid 
his case before General Dimond, superintendent of the mint. He 
told of his record in the army during the war and in the Grand 
Army of t~e Republic since the war ended. He had a recom
mendation signed by all the best citizens, public and private, of 
his last place of residence, and to this was added the indorsement 
of ex-Governor Algie of Michigan. He also had a petition from 
a number of business firms in this city asking for his appointment 
to the position of guard at the mint, an office that pays a salary 
of about seventy-five dollars a month. Did he get the position? 
Up to date, no! Is he likely to get it? About as likely as I am 
to go to Palestine. M. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Marshal Nagle shot and killed Judge Terry at Lathrop, la~t 
Wednesday for making a personal assault on Justice Field. 
--The police of San Francisco have begun a promising crusade 
against the practice of prize-fighting which has been carried on 
without interference for many years, to the demoralization of 
the community.--Francisco Lanterio, the defaulting ex-deputy 
auditor of Los Angeles county, fled to the mountains of San 
Bernardino county, but was captured.--The Salvation Army, 
so the chief of police reports, costs the city of San Diego more 
than any other organization, as an officer must attend every one 
of the meetings to keep the hoodlums quiet: The police find it 
easier to suppress the Salvationists than the hoodlums, and have 
ordered them to keep off the streets. The sympathies of the bet
ter classes are with the Army as against police and roughs.-
Spokane Falls is rapidly rebuilding.--Truckee has a committee 
of ;, 601" who are driving out toughs and other bad characters. 
--The frequent train robberies iIi the West should warn peo
ple against carrying large sums of money or valuables when 
traveling.--George Brown, of Grayson, Cal., got into jail last 
week for trying to shoot S. C. Hanscom, editor of the Modesto 
Herald.--" California on Wheels" will be back to San Fran
cisco about Sept. 4.--The Idaho Constitutional Convention has 
completed its work. 

The orphan asylum at Augusta, Me., was burned down on 
Sunday, the loth. The building cost over $Ioo.ooo.--The 
annexation of Hyde Park to Chicago relieves the locality from 
the workings of the state Sunday law, which has been a dead 
letter in Chicago for some years.--Old Lawyer Marsh, who 
was duped by the adventuress Madam Diss de Bar, has written 
a book to prove that modern spiritual phenomena are of the 
same nature as Bible miracles.--The Huns working at the 
Hecla Coke works, Greensburg, Pa., have been rioting in the in
teresti of more pay.--Experiment demonstrates that the so
called elixir of life discovered by Dr. Brown-Sequard is an 
effective tonic.--The Massachusetts rifle team which went to 
England and won every shooting match entered, have returne,?, 
reaching New York Aug. 9.--Robert Healy, the TrappIst 
monk who broke his vows thirty years ago, married, and was ex
communicated by the pope, died at Anamosa, Ia., Aug. 10, aged 
So.--President Harrison went to Bar Harbor, Maine, last 
week to visit Blaine. He got a cordial reception all along the 
route.--The great tunnel of the Cumberland Gap, which 
unites the states of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia, was 
opened Aug. S. 

A serious insurrection of native Hawaians took place at 
Honolulu the first part of this month. ,·'The king's palace was 
stormed and Kalakaua had to flee-for his life. The Honolulu 
Rifles put down the rebellion, but there was considerable blood 
shed.--There is a strong movement in England for the re
prieve of the Maybrick woman convicted and sentenced to be 
hanged for poisoning her husband.--The poet Tennyson cele
brated the eightieth anniversary of his birthday on the 6th. He 
is about a year older than Gladstone.--The senate court of 
France has found Boulanger guilty of conspiracy. 



5:l0 FREE'l... HOUGH'I.... 

ON THE TRAIL. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 

From Coquille city, on the Coquille, I staged it through the 
grand old forest of evergreens, circling around among the rocks 
and hills thirteen miles to Isthmus Slough, where the little 
steamer Coos took us all on board for Marshfield, the metropolis 
of Coos county. The Slough widened out into a beautiful bay 
and in an hour we were at our destination and very comforta bly 
ensconced at the Blanco House. This is a fine little "city" of 
fifteen hundred people, a regular saw-dust town, which, some 
day not far in the future, the demon of fire will obliterate, as it 
is built up entirely of wood and very compact, while a large por
tion of the streets and lots are covered up one to three feet deep 
with saw-dust to keep out the tide waters and obviate mud, but 
it is rather a treacherous foundation to build a solid city on. 
"Nob Hill," close up behind the town, is not yet utilized for the 
"Nobs" to build on, but as the fast-growing business needs will 
soon absorb the low lands, the residences will begin to climb this 
bluff, which gives a grand view of the harbor and valley all around. 
At present a grave yard holds Nob Hill in undisputed sway. 
Why a cemetery is so often perched up on a fine hill to poison 
all the waters used by the people below is a mystery, for it can 
make no difference to the dead, laid away in their long, narrow 
home, where they are put; cremation ought to be the rule. This 

, burying the dead up as near the sky as possible is evidently done 
to further the superstition of God and heaven bein~ somewhere 
up in the clouds, so we must carry the dead in that direction. 
Let us keep the fine views for the living who can see and enjoy 
them, and either cremate or bury the departed in less sightly 
and useful places. This world is for the living who can utilize it. 

I gave six lectures in Sentackens Hall. Some evenings many 
went away because the hall was filled to overflowing, and the jIil'<"· 
terest did not abate until the last lecture was given. .,BGthnews
papers spoke very highly of the lectures, one s~yh{gthat Professor 
Seymour had accomplished the difficultfeau5{entertaining a large 
audience every night for a we~k. ' I found a very strong Liberal 
element here, and some regular workers and enthusiasts for the 
cause of "universal mental liberty." Mr. J. D. Garfield, the 
leading hardware and stove merchant, is the leader of Freethought, 
and talks it whenever the occasion seems to demand. He came 
here with only a twenty dollar piece, years ago, and out of the 
forest his big brain and iron muscle have carved a fortune. He 
has a large store, a big trade, an intelligent and beautiful wife, 
and children, all Liberals to the core. Mr. Garfield gets up all 
the lectures, entertains the speakers, and, if necessary, foots the 
bills, yet the other Liberals always do their part. Mr. George 
Webster, another whole-souled Freethinker, and believer in a 
good time now without regard to the future, and a leading dry
goods merchant, is like the Dutchman's wife, "wide out but not 
long;" weighs about 2 40 pounds, and has no expectation of" go
ing up,'"' either here or hereafter. Mr. Webster's help in making 
my visit pleasant and profitable was truly appreciated. Also 
friend.Garrison, Judge Hunt, Dr. Gussenhover, Lawyer Bennett, 
Mrs. Fannie M. Bates, Miss Blanche Bates-assistant postmistress 
-and Willie Bates--the gentlemanly assistant in Mr. Garfield's 
store-all took much interest in our work, and contributed much 
to its success. Mr. A. Wirth, wife and children, Mr. Hillborn 
and wife, all from over the bay, came, in skiffs, nearly every 
night, four miles or more, to be at the lectures, although it ,vas 
extremely dark, dam'p, and foggy. These people's appreciation 
of my humble efforts I shall never forget; a more kindly and 
whole-souled folks I think I never met. Mr. Wirth, all the 
way from ~Bingen on the Rhine," has only a few acres cleared 
and set to berries, and garden, from ,,·hich he, by much hard 
labor;" makes a living'; no team but his boat, and yet this poor, 
honest, hard-working family·of Germans finds means and time 
to take and read sixteen papers, II?any of them Liberal papers, 
and to row, every night for a week, eight or ten miles to hear 
Liberal and scientific lectures. Our cause of Freethought is safe 
in such hands and hearts as these. lVIr. and Mrs. Hillborn, 
though getting old and feeble, and Mrs. Hillborn in very poor 
health, failed to hear but few of either my or Mr. Putnam's lec
tures-ten altogether. Think of these old folks crossing the bay, 

four miles wide, after eleven o'clock at night, dark and cold, 
going home after listening to a two-hours' discourse: Such 
strikers as these, from the wind-swept shores of the Atlantic to 
the golden sands of the Pacific, are what is building, up the mon
ument of "Universal Mental -Liberty," and raising the" flag:, 
above the cross." We cannot fail to win with so much brain, 
and muscle everywhere enlisted in our glorious cause. , 

Mr. Putnam came in right away after myself, with equally as " 
good success; gave three lectures in Marshfield and one on North 
Coos river, to which all the Liberals in Marshfield went and had 
a grand grove meeting and picnic dinne,r. "Put" strikes straight 
out from the shoulder at the monster of superstition which the 
church has fo~tered so long-the personal God idea-:md is an 
orator, true arid grand, of the sledge-hammer style. He is cer
t~linly doing a mighty work, and should be kept busy. My next 
place of work is Empire City. " D. C. SEYMOUR. 

AUSTRALIAN LETTER. 

To th~ Edit(1rs of Fruthought: _, 

After considerable delay, whkh was incidental, I· proceed to 
acknowledge the sample copy of FREETHOUGHT kindly forwarded 
by you. I was much pleased in reading it and also pleased in 
lending it, but not so much pleased with borrowers who passed 
it from hand to hand until I lost sight of it altogether for a time; 
and ha\;ing neglected to register the address I was obliged to 
await its recovery, and now I am at a loss to know whether this, 
meant, as it is, for a public correspondence, is called for. Some 
time ago I wrote an article (or whatever you may please to call it) 
to the Truth Seeker, but not having received a copy of that paper 
I am in total ignorance as to its fate, and one don't like writing 
for the·waste paper basket if he knows it, nor would any editor 
take the trouble to read matter repeatedly that was not fit for in
sertion. Besides, it would be a wanton waste of time and of what 
the egotistic might mistake for talent; and I may here say that if 
I don't receive a copy of FREETHOUGHT -I can dream of waste 
paper baskets and matchbux factories until I shall have been 
convinced that it is more profitable to listen to other people's 
stories than to insist on having them listen to mine. There is 
one thing that may be prejudicial to my success as a newspaper 
correspondent: I pay but little attention to orthography and use 
any word which may be generally understood to express my 
ideas. I know that most people are partial to big words: but I 
never read the medical journal. As regards editors, may I ask 
whether it is the ideas or an unpopular style of expressing them 
that is the matter with rejected articles? If it is the· former, the 
accompanying critique* is into the waste paper basket plump, 
for the ideas are not in accordance with orthodox Freethought. 

Judging from the characteristics of the Australians, their great 
partiality to American literature and indeed American everything, 
it occurred to me that FREETHOUGHT might gain an extensive 
circulation in these colonies. It was this fact that suggested to 
my mind the idea of an Australian correspondent. If the eager
ness with which they devoured the contents of the sample copy be 
an index to final results, it would bid fair for the little stranger. 
There is no Freethought writer so extensively read here as Inger
soil; his lectures are in the hands of almost every Freethinker, 
and they give ample testimony of their appreciation of his works 
through the Freethought press throughout the colonies. Even 
the clergy don't seem to denounce him from the pulpit in the 
same bitter manner as they do the local lecturers. If he should 
visit Australia he would have a grand reception among the Free
thinkers, and if he delivered a lecture there is no building in 
Melbourne (and there are some pretty large ones) could accom
modate the audience. The clergy would be there en masse. 

Tecoma, Upper Yarra district, Victoria. F. W. HARRIS. 
[*We are much pleased to hear from our Australian friend, 

and would be glad always to have him keep us informed of pro
gressive events in the sixth continent. The" critique" referred 
to is upon the utterances of an Australian Freetho·ught lecturer 
printed in " an old Infidel" sheet, and not of sufficient contem
poraneous human interest to be worthy the two or three columns 
of space it would occupy. Something on a live topic would be 
quite acceptable.---:-Eo. FREETHOUGHT.] 
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"THE CHURCH OF THE POOR!" 

There is something astounding in the barefaced impudence 
with which the Roman Catholic church makes merchandise of 
charity. We said on a former occasion in these column3 that 
this political institution is coining money for the building of its 
magnificent cathedrals by using its poor and unfortunates as pre
tenses to draw golden supplies from the' public funds raised by 
taxation on non-Catholic property. Whenever in the future, and 
we hope it may be a near future, the American people shall be, 
by some specially glaring act of Roman rapacity, roused from 
their present, curious and almost criminal lethargy in matters of 
Irish Roman Catholic aggression on American supremacy in all 
departments of government, they will stare with amazement at 
the figures which will tell them how a political church can 
plunder a sleeping state. 

That our pen may quickly reach the case of the Indians in 
our own country and in our own day we reluctantly forego, with 
all its allurements of intensest contrast between Roman Catholic 
malevolence, hypocrisy, avarice, and murder on the one hand, 
and Indian benevolence, innocence, generosity, and suffering on 
the other, the temptation to let it draw the harrowing outlines of 
the early dqmination of the Holy Roman church in the two 
Arn_ericas. By way of instantaneous stride from the coarse and 
brutal methods of the past to the suave and politic manreuvres 
of the present, we will merely set forth briefly the case of the 
Protestant Oka Indians, who have been long struggling against 
the rapacity of the Roman church in Canada. Before the occupa
tion of Canada by the English, the French king, under the canon 
law of the Catholic church, granted to a French Catholic order, 
called "The Seminary of St. Sui pice," the lands of the Oka 
Indians as a trust to be used for their conversion to the true 
church. The remarkable feature in the transaction is that the 
grant was not absolute, as under Roman Catholic doctrine any 
Roman Catholic sovereign has the right to take the possessions of 
any non-Catholic nation, especially if the taking be done in the 
interest of Holy Mother Church. Through all these generations 
all the legal documents pertaining to the lands of the Oka 
Indians have recited the fact that this religious order held the 
property in trust. But somehow, many of the tribe of the Okas 
became Protestants, and these have been long and severely 
harassed by the meek and lowly order of St. Sulpice, which now, 
although it assumes proprietorship. over the land, offers to pay 
these Protestant Indians a few paltry thousands for their im
mensely valuable share in this property, and is making desperate 
efforts to force them away from the homes of their fathers. 
Fortunate Okas to have their struggle with the One True Church 
of God in this im pious age! If it had occurred in the days of 
Pizarro, instead of being offered a golden compromise for their 
rights and the privilege of moving away from their homes, they 
would have been derided for their claims and burned to death 
for heresy 1 

Only a few weeks ago the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions 
held an annual meeting in Washington. The late plenary council 
of Baltimore' organized a notable corn mittee of bishops, among 
whom are the archbishops of Baltimore, San Francisco, and Port
land, to occupy a position in which influence was required. Of 
this strongest Roman Cathalic committee in America no less 
august a prelate than Cardinal .Gibbons is the head. Before the 
committee was appointed by the great Catholic convention of 
prelates at Baltimore, the wife iof General William Tecumseh 
Sherman and her brother, General Charles Ewing, instituted a 
bureau to look after the i 1terests of the Indians and to represent 
these bishops before the government of the United States. In 
January, 1874, Bishop Bayley appointed General Ewing himself 
Catholic Indian commissioner. The bureau employs religious 
communities, who, of course, get only their food and rai~ent for 
their time, and have at present in operation about forty boarding
schools for Roman Catholic Indians in Arizona, California, New 
Mexico, Indian Territory, Indiana,Wisconsin, Minnesota, Dakota, 
and Montana, at the expense of the United States government. One 
of the directors resides at Washington for the purpose of making 
contracts with the government. This contractor, who represents 
the bishops, receiv~s frOIuthe treasury of the United States from 

ninety to one·hundred and fifty dollars per head per annum to 
maintain Catholic Indian children in boarding-schools. In 1884, 
the bishors received from our government for this bu~iness, 
$65,220; in 1885, $113,614; in 1886, $148,744; in 1887, $214,
760 ; in 1888, $244,677; in 1889, $344,545. The contractor is 
expected to receive for the bishops for the year 1890, $431,
930. So that, in only seven years, $1,563,490 of public money 
is delivered over to these influential Roman Catholic bishops, 
specially appointed on account of their influential positions to 
carry out a money-making scheme, devised by a Roman Catholic 
woman whose power is derived form being the wife of a general 
of the army. 

It may not be correct to say that the scheme was devised by 
Mrs. Sherman or any other lay person. It was most probably 
devised by the powers which carried it out, and Mrs. Sherman 
was used on account of her influential husband. The church 
itself could not, as a matter of policy, make direct application to 
a non-Catholic government like ours for public money to be 
handled by the church as it handles all moneys, without account
ing to any exterior authority, as it acknowledges none. The 
establishment of a go-between with a resident contractor is an 
ingenious and effective contrivance. The contractor gets from 
the government the utmost dollar for the support of each Indian 
child. The money goes to the bishop~, and they employ unpaid 
labor, and thus reap as large a profit as possible from the:r pious 
businef's trans~ctions with a government which derives its fund 
by taxing heretical property. To aid the bishops in their board
ing-house business, there is a subsidiary society which raises 
money by private subscriptions for buildings, etc., so that all the 
money, from eight to twelve dollars per month, paid by the gov
ernment to maintain Roman Catholic pickaninnies in boarding
schools goes direct to the bishops to opperate the boarding
school business with pauper labor. Many a mechanic's boarding
house is run at three dol1ars per week at a profit when all the 
labor is paid for. And this is the institution which calls itself a 
church, and which claims the title of "The Church of the Poor, " 
while her prelates are called princes, and our streets swarm with 
Roman Catholic white children, ragged, bare-footed, uneducated, 
and hungry.-Argonaut. 

THE RELIGION OF CARLYLE. 
'" 

Moncure D. Conway has contributed recently a notable article 
on Carlyle's religion. Mr. Conway knew the Sage of Chelsea 
intimately, and states· that Carlyle wag the most remarkable 
religious phenomenon he ever encountered. It is generally sup
posed that Carlyle, while not orthodox, was at least very friendly 
toward Christianity. Mr. Conway says that such was not the 
case; on the contrary, Carlyle~vas so bitter against Christianity 
that it "appeared as if he felt a sense of personal wrong." For 
some reason the sweeping, sometimes biting, skepticism of his 
conversation did not get into his books. One evening, talking of 
William Maccall, with whom John Stirling had a notable corre
spondence, Carlyle s~id: "I remember Maccall; I have lost sight 
of him, but remember a vigorous way of expressing himself. I 
recall his breaking out in conver8ation about elevating the peo
ple; 'What can you do for a people whose God is a dead Jew?' 
A fair enough question. If I had my way the world would hear 
a pretty stern command-Exit Christ!" 

Mr. Conway gives a num b~r of very interesting anecdotes, all 
illustrative of Carlyle's uncompromising position towards the 
prevailing superstition. I reproduce a few: Carlyle was invited 
to pass some days in a country town in Scotland with an old 
college-mate. They had been fellow-skeptics. and many a time 
had between them disposed of Christianity. But his old friend 
had become rich, the leading man in the town, and naturally a 
zealous supporter of the kirk. He invited the parsons and dea
cons to meet Carlyle at dinner. According to usage, the host 
said grace himself; it was a grace so long, unctuous, canting, 
that Carlyle could not stand it, but broke in with-" Oh, F-, 
this is damnable!' One Christmas evening he said: "I ob
served some folk at the corner a little drunker than usual this 
morning. Then I remembered it was the birthday of their 
Redeemer." Mr. Conway was present one evening when some 
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one asked: "Mr. Carlyle, can you believe that all tlTese ignorant 
and brutal millions of people are destined to live forever?" 
"Let us hope not," was the emphatic reply. He had never been 
in a church of any kind since the visit to South Place Chapel, 
when one day in the country he was persuaded by some ladies 
to go and hear a famous Methodist. He returned furious about 
the prayer, which he summed up in these words: "0 Lord, 
Thou hast plenty of treacle,-send us down a flood of it! "
Alastor, in Secular Thought. 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD '?* 

VII. 

The flying to heaven is one of the incidents of the resurrection, 
the" evidences" for which I mU'st deal with. Christ's original 
garment without a seam fell to his enemies; they cast lots for it. 
His next habiliments were grave-clothes, and these he left folded 
up (he had been a tidy wrt of person) in the stone sepulchre, 
when he took it into his head to get up and have a stroll in the 
streets of Jerusalem. He had, for his stroll, neither his seamless 
coat nor his grave-clothes. When a person who has been three 
days dead and in hell thinks of taking a walk he evidently dis
penses with clothes, likely as interfering with the physical grace 
and pedestrian agility he has determined to display. He was 
first seen by Mary Magadalene at daybreak, she"supposing him 
to be the gardener." Had the gardener been in the habit of 
strutting about naked in the presence of Mary Magdalene? To 
have seen him, or what she supposed to be him, in a state of 
nudity, seems to have caused no surprise to the quondam seven
deviled l\iary. 

The tragedy that solemnizes the bloody sweat of Gethsemane 
cannot im part a shadow of gravity to the screaming burlesque of 
the hero of the synoptic gospels eating a piece of broiled fish and 
then going to the top of Mount Olivet for a fly to heaven. The 
burlesque is badly done. The late H. J. Byron would have made 
Christ eat fifty swallows, and not a junk of salt fish, if fly he 
must. The faithful have no way out of the absurdity by urging 
that his body was not his body, unless they admit that his resur
rection was a delusion and a juggle. The body had wounds, 
and ate fish. It left its clothes behind, too, in the stone sepulchre, 
as we are assured by Holy Writ; so it mU,pt have been a body, 
and nothing more, strutting about Jerusalem, as naked as Adam 
was before he arrayed his loins in a philibeg <?f leaves. I do not 
know what the prudes of Jerusalem thought of the holy post
mortem can-can of a nude male god. Let us hope, in the in
terest of decency, that the resurrected one .was arrayed in one of 
Mary Magdalene's petticoats. If he were not, of course the 
sooner he flew to heaven, or somewhere hotter, the better. 

Where did he fly to? If he ha.d only had,a look through a 
telescope into the illimitable space into which he was about to 
plunge, he should have allowed Pontius Pilate to have re-cruci
fied him, rather than have leapt off the disc ,of the earth into the 
measureless. Even if he flew at the rate of a thousand miles an 
hour, he must have felt tolerably exhausted .before he reached 
his first station, the moon, 240,000 miles away. How his wounds 
would smart in the intense cold of the upper air, and how he 
must have shivered, even if arrayed in the Magdalene's warmest 
petticoat. How he must have searched about in the moon for, 
say, another piece of broiled fish, but had, most probably, to re
gale hims~lf ",ith a lump of brimstone from the crater of an ex
tinct volcano; and after his recent three days in hell, brimstone 
must have been repulsive to him. At the rate of a thousand 
miles an hour, he has not yet reached certain of the more dis
tant of the fixed stars which the telescope has revealed to us; 
and yet, on the furthest verge of telescopic revelation, we have not 
described a single vestige of the kingdom of heaven. So, if he and 
Mary's petticoat still hold out, and he has kept flying at the rate 
of a cannon ball, one thing is certain-he has not yet reached 
the kingdom of heaven. He was to sit at the right hand of the 
Father, and I should think by the time he gets there he will not 
be out of need of a seat-if, indeed, he have anything left to :.it 
with. 

*By Saladin, editor of the Agno:;tic Journal. 

It is a pity that poor Jesus did not know a little more about 
the universe he had assisted Jah and the Gho~t to "create." He, 
like many of his more intellectual predecessors, had utterly mis
calculated the distance between earth and heaven. Heaven, in 
his day, \\'as just above the clouds, and on the very shortest notice 
a god, however gouty, could ste'p down upon the rim of the 
earth and meddle with the affairs of men,· Hell, too, at that 
time, was just under the earth, and the earth was flat. The earth 
has since been discovered to' be spherical, although its maker 
was not aware of the fact. Magellan sailed round the globe, and 
found no hell under it. Nay, more, not only did the earth cease 
to be flat, but it was found to have both a diurnal and an annual 
revolution; so that there was really no up and no down! So iIi 
what. direction Christ flew all depended upon what time of the 
day he flew. \Vhat a pity he was not aware of this! Who knows, 
that he did not fly off in the wrong direction altogether, and that 

• certain of us, when we reach hell, may not find him sitting on 
the right hand of Beelzebub? 

Moral-przlnus: When you "create" a world; make yourself 
acquainted with a few facts in regard to it; and do not consent 
to go and have yourself hammered to a couple of sticks till you 
know exactly what for, and feel quite sure that you know your 
way back to where you started from. 

Moral-secundus: Men will believe and die in millions to 
maintain a fable too monstrously absurd to recommend itself to 
the credence of an orang-outang. 

CALL FOR THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portland, Oregon, at Masonic Hall, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the 12th, 13th, and 14th day!) of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state. 

The advocates of this measure in Washington Territory are 
invited tQjoin their Oregon friends in this Convention. " ' 

Done at Portland, Oregon, this thirty-first day of July, 1889. 
C. BEAL, } , , ,

J. K. SEARS, A. F. NEUNERT, Board of Directors. 
LEE LAUGHLIN,' L. AMES, 

SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 
Mrs. Carrie E. Haight, of East Portland, vice-president, will 

take charge of the immense ball and sociable to be held on Mon
day ev~ning at the close of the ~onventi~m. She is now selecting 
her aSSIstants to help conduct It and mtroduce the multitude. 
The admission will be fifty cents a person. 

W. C. Clow, of Hillsboro, is the third vice-president heard 
from. He says: "I am always on deck ready for action. A few 
of us, in this town, hold the fort and propose to hold it. I 
heartily agree with C. B. Reynolds. It is sound advice. Will 
send you a list of Liberals here, put the call in our local papers .., 
and raise some money." " , 

Elder T. H. Starbuck, of the North Pacific Conference, of 
Seventh Day Adventists, writes: "We will send a representative 
of our denomination to address the Oregon State Secular Union 
at its meeting in October next." 

D. R. Sutton, formerly a Baptist minister but now a risin~ 
Liberal in Oregon, went out into Portland, secured a pledge ~f 
$25 now, and $40 hereafter, and collected $rc;.50 as follows: 
Cash, $6.50; P. O. Chilstrom, $1; John Seligen, $1; Ed. AliRkey, 
$2.5 0 ; A. H. Dever::;, $2.50; Meier & Frank $2. 

Liberals, in Oregon and Washington, who ~ead FREETHOUGHT 
I wish to talk a moment with you, We have to pay fifty cents t~ 
the. daily journal. here for e~ery seve,n words of a prominent 
notIce of our ~ommg C~:mventlOn. WIll you co-operate with me 
to saye a ~ortlOn of thIS expense, by having the call or a notice 
publIshed In your local papers before the next issr e of FREE
THOUGHT, an,d ~rite, or send me a copy of the paper, so I may 
know that It IS done. Second: Invite every Liberal lady and 
gentleman you meet to attend the Convention. Bv this concert 
of action in our common cause we can make a good meetinO' 
and in no other way. C. BEAL, 0' 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 
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THB PRESBRVATION OP MORAL PURITY IN CHIL. 
DREN. 

1 have a little boy of thirteen who will refuse listening to any 
of the vile talk of his playfellows, and never hesitates to tell his 
mother, or me, anything which may strike him as strange or sug
gestive of evil. When he was eleven years old, he happened to 
fall in with a lot of rough boys using very vile language and tell
ing all sorts of indecent and obscene tales, causing my boy to 
feel an irrepressible curiosity about the sexes and the generative 
functions. He wanted an explanation and solution for his 
doubts, and 1 was compelled either to give him that explanation 
or let him go to other sources of information. Now, I am aware 
of the nature of such sources as are accessible to children, and 1 
was afraid to trust my boy to them. 

1 obtained a number of books with drawing on the physiology 
of plants, animals, and man, and commenced with plants. 1 
showed him a great many drawings of the generative organs of 
plants, calling his attention to the beautiful leaf-like shapes of 
these organs, and, more particularly, to the difference between 
these organs in the male and female flowers, the transmission of 
the pollen and the development of the seed in the female flower. 
1 continued that part of the subject until he ceased asking ques
tions upon it and said he understood the matter. 

Then 1 proceeded to the lowest kinds of living creatures, and 
pointed out how similar their generative organs were to those of 
plants. In this connection the incident of contact between male 
and female presented itself so naturally that the boy almost found 
it out by himself., The progress from worms and mollusks to 
fishes, birds, and animals was now so natural as to require hardly 
any further explanation, the drawings of the generative organs 
being enough to explain everything to the full satisfaction of the 
boy. Before we had advanced to man, my boy told me, 1 need 
not go any further, he had seen enough of it and thought he un
derstood it perfectly. I was very glad to hear him say so, and 
much more so when he told me that none of the boys who 
had ever spoken to pim about such matters, really did understand 
the whole science of it. 

Ever since the boy has been fully satisfied upon the subject. 
He will not listen to anything his friends will tell him upon these 
secret matters because he esteems their talk idle prating of ig
norance.· The serious instruction he received upon the subject 
caused him to; receive it in a sort of scientific mood, excluding 
the possibility of frivolity and prattling levity. No doubt, there
fore, this knowledge has eradicated that morbid curiosity with 
which the suggestions of his companions had filled him, and has 
thereby preserved him in all his innocence and purity of word 
and thought. . 

Another advantage of the scientific knowledge is this, that it 
gives to the boy the courage of his opinion. He need not now 
be afraid of being called a baby, and twitted about ignorance. 
On the contrary he is able to silence his opponents by the 
superiority of his knowledge. His strength has been increased 
by the study; his contempt of the ignorance, displaying itself in 
bad jokes and vile insinuations, has become very pronounced; 
and his determination to act up to his knowledge and be upright 
and pure, has grown much clearer and firmer.-A. H. HEINE
MANN, in the Open Court. 

GOD -------------------~N THB CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. Warner, chairman of the preamble committee, is to be 
highly commended for his excellent work and for the.courage 
he displayed in refusing to put God into the preamble SImply to 
gratifv a lot of hypocrites who display more greed for spoils than 
gratefulness to the almighty. There is hardly any possibility of 
improving the preamble:. "We, the peopl~ of the .sta~e o~,Was~
ington, to preserve our nghts, do order thIS. constItutIOn.. It IS 
brief and to the point; it is manly and admIrable. The Idea of 
addino- "profoundly grateful to Almighty God," etc., is simply 
hypoc~isy on the part of politici~ns, who think. no Il!-0re of God 
in dealing in politics than we thmk about the mhabltants of the 
sun when dealing with our fellow-men on this planet. If our 
Solons are disposed to -be grateful to somebody while forming 
the constitution of Washington, let them add to the preamble, 

"Grateful to our noble fathers for the sacrifices they made 
upon the altar of liberty and for the sacred inheritage of the 
freedom we now enjoy." There is something original in a pre
amble like this; there is some logic in associating the preserva
tion of our rights with those from whom we inherited them; 
there is something in it that appeals to the heart of every free
man, whether he is religious or not; and, above all, there can
be in it no hypocrisy or "shrewdness in driving a bargain to 
suit the temperance folks."'-Northern Light, Spokane Falls, 
Wash. 

The Moslem's Belief Simllar to Christianity. 

Every Moslem believes devoutly in a personal God, in an 
overruling Providence, in the mission and miracles of Christ, 
whom they designate as the messiah; in the duty of prayer, in 
the immortality of the soul, in a future state of rewards and pun
ishments, and in the inspiration of the Bible. An educated 
Moslem, if asked why he does not become a Christian, may not 
improbably reply that, according to his own interpretation of the 
New Testament, he is one already. Thus, in a letter lately re
ceived from one of my friends, he styles himself It a Moslem and 
a Christian at the same time." 

Though a most pious and sincere Mohammedan, he claims 
to be one of those" who profess and call themselves Christians," 
for whom we pray every Sunday that they may be led into the 
way of truth. They hold that Islam was the latest revelation, 
perfecting the Christian revelation, just as Christianity supple
mented the revelation given to the Jews. Mohammed may be 
considered as a reformer of Christianity; like Luther he de
nounced certain superstitions that had grown up, such as monas
tic celibacy, the worship of images, of the crucifix, and of the 
Virgin Mary. . 

The Koran says that God gave the gospel to Jesus to proclaim, 
and that he put kindness and cO,mpassion into the hearts that 
followed him, but "as for the monastic life, they invented it 
themselves." "In the time of Mohammed," says one of my 
friends, "Christianity had become corrupt, as many of your own 
writers admit, and it was these corruptions that it was Moham
med's mission to reform. We reject the corrruptions of Christian
ity. But we claim to have a final revelation, predicted by your 
own prophets, just as,the coming of the messiah was foretold to 
the Jews, who nevertheless blindly rejected him, as you reject 
Moha~med."-Egytian Note Book. 

THE SUMMBR AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: . 
Cheney ... Or., Aug ...•.•... 19, Monument ...... Or., Sept. 16,17, 
Rosalia. .. " " ......... 20, Hay Stack ....... " " - 18, 
Sprague.. " .......... 21, Lone Rock •••... " " 19,20, 
Pasco. ... . " " .....•... 22, Fossil .•.•....... " " 21,22, 
Dayton .... W. T., Aug•... 24, 25, Hillsboro, Or., Sept., 25,26,27,28, 
Pomeroy .. W. T.,Aug ........ 26, North Yamhill •.. Or., Sept. •••. 29, 
La Grande, Or .... Aug .....•.. 29, Forest Grove...." " .... 30, 
Union ..... Or; " .....•.. 30, Talent, Or., and vicinityOct.3,4,5, 
Baker City, Or. Sept ......... 1,' 6, 7, 

r.rocker City, Or., ••••••• 2, 3, LinkvilIe .•... Or., Oct. II, 12, 13,
H 

Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. Sacramento ......... CaL, Oct. 20, 

5. 6. 7, San Francisco •....•. " "27, 

Fox Valley .....• Or., Sept. 9, 10, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Long Creek ...... " " II,12, of November, _ 
Hamilton ........ " " 14, 15, San Diego and vicinity the month ot 

December. 

"The Glory of Infidelity," published by Putnam & Macdon~ld, 
San Francisco at 10 cents, is written by Samuel P. Putnam, and 
admirers of the sensible and feeling style of this writer will no 
doubt want it. Here are the concluding paragraphs: 

"I rejoice in the empire that has been won by the perpetual 
doubts of man. . 

"The old Roman, when he looked upon his country's magnifi
cent conquests and majestic power, was proud indeed ~o say, '1 
am a Roman citizen.' And when I 100k upon the empIre of In
fidelity, blazing along the track of hUP'\an pro~ress, ~evea1ing.new 
continents with fresh and golden frui\v, fountam~ ofJOY and hights 
of splendor, then indeed am I proud to say, 'I ark an Infidel.' " 
The Truth Seeker 
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The Progress of Man. 

Hard was the lot of our fathers, the men of the early world, 
Beast-like, scratching the earth for a niggardly dole of her fruit. 

Wedged in the clefts of the hills, in the hollows of tree-trunks curled. 
Groping in glooms of the cave, starving on berry and root. 

Shelterless, weaponless, weak, a haggard and wandering brood, 
Seared by the brand of the sun, by the whirlwind scattered and tossed. 

Buried in drifts of the snow, whelmed by the rivers in flood. 
Flayed by the scourge of t~e storm, scarred by the dagger of frost. 

A wretched and barbarous race, unskilled, at the mercy of all, 
In haste to escape from its foes to the hiding-place of the dead; 

Hunted of hunger, and lean, whose life was a piteous crawl 
. From the dark of the womb to the dark of the grave through the shadow 

of dread! 
But we! we are cunning and strong, we have made all wisdom our own; 

We have mastered all arts, we have tools and raiment and roof overhead; 
\Ve laugh at the shriek of the winds, we dance on the brute overthrown, 

With his. skin we have clothed us about, with his flesh we have filled 
us and fed. 

Our fathers, the cowering men of the caves, were the cave bear's prey; 
They fled him, we seek him; the snows with his blood, not ours, shall 

be dyed; . 
We follow his tracks through the drift, hal hal we spear him and slay; 

We feast on the fat of his ribs; we comfort our loins with hIS hide. 

Oh, marvelous progress of man! oh, race of unspeakable craft! 
Oh, strikers of fire from the heart of the rock in a fortunate hour! 

Who have fitted the sharpened flint to the wonderful pine wood haft; 
In the day of your weakness and want, who dreamed of the day ·of 

your power? -H. D. Traill. 

Prayers Recommended. 

To tlu Editors of Fruth 0 ught : 
Since prayers for cooler weather have been offered in the churches, 

quite a change is noticeable. Some years since, during a long dry spell, 
prayers for rain were ordered in the church, and sure enough the genial 
showers came. I am not disposed to question the efficacy of prayers in 
these matters-especially in cloudy weather. It is a. well-known fact 
that the firing of heavy artillery will shake out the shining drops from 
the highest and thinnest clouds. 

·Why, then, upon the same principle, should not the reverbrating clang 
of church bells, the heavy tones of the organ, the united voices of thou
sands, and the hoarse groans of prayer produce the same effect? 

If rain can be so easily produced, why should our people be to so 
much trouble and expense in making ditches for irrigating purposes? If 
this one thing needful can be obtained by the mere effort of prayer, I 
would. say at once" Let us all pray." But perhaps the temperance peo
ple will object to the use of distilled water, coming even from the clouds. 

J. C. P. 

God in the Washington Ccnstitution. 

To flu Editors of Free/hought: 
Inclosed find 25 cents for three copies of" God in the State." Through 

the efforts of the different church organizations and the trickery of toady
ing and unscrupulous politicians, a modified form of " him" or " it" crept 
into the constitution, and, encouraged by their success in this instance, 
.. God's chosen people" are laboring day and night for a Sunday rest 
clause and the exemption of church property from taxation. 

Liberals are unorganized on the Sound, and while a few are earnestly 
at work, the many look apathetically at the encroachments of the ortho
dox wire-pullers. 

Talmage will be on the Sound. in a few days- probably" imported at 
great expense" to as~ist God in running the convention. 

B. F. Underwood will visit us in about a month, and it is to be hoped 
a joint debate of the questions of most vital importance to the new state 
can be arranged between him and Talmage, to take place at the capita1. 

The inclosed newspaper clipping will give you some idea of the state 
of affairs in the convention. Yours for truth, equity, and justice, 

Snohomish, Wash. C. H. PACKARD. 

A Clergyman's Error. 

In America, a nation of sixty million people, Infidelity has but one 
representative, and he shuns the light of oral discussion.-James Camp
bell, V.D.M. 

Mr. Campbell, when he penned the above, was not aware that he was 
writini the most ~1aring misstat~ment. I am more inclined to think that 

he was ignorantly honest, than that he dishonorably wrote. what he knew 
to be false, as the extract contains two statements that every intelligent 
person knows to be untrue.- Mr. Campbell has often asserted that he 
was ready at any time to defend his religion and Bible against other de
nominations, and Infidels in particular. He has also publicly asserted 
that S. P. Putnam was no debater and that he dare not debate. About 
two months ago Mr. Campbell was challenged to meet S. P. Putnam in 
joint debate, the discussion to be. held in Hillsboro some time in Septem
ber. It remai.ns to be seen whether Mr. Campbell will come to the front 
or show the white feather. He has now the opportunity of meeting three 
noted representative Liberals. They are all within gunshot, and he should 
not miss this chance to vanquish the Infidel. What a glorious opportunity 
to show to the godly people of Hillsboro with what ease the Infidel can 
be refuted. The question that agitates the people of this burg is, will he 
meet the Infidel? Echo answers, "It's doubtfu1." Liberalism has 
hundreds of representatives. Every Liberal invites discussion, and I ask 
the Rev. Mr. Campbell to prove his assertion. If he does not wish to 
meet representative Liberals in discussion the Liberals can accommodate 
him with de baters from the rank and file. It is incumbent on Mr. Camp
b.!ll (if he will not meet Mr. Putnam in debate) to acknowledge that he 
was mistaken. I will conclude by requesting him to prove his assertion 
that" Liberalism has but one representative and that he fears oral dis

. cussion." \V. C. CLOW. 
Hillsboro, Or. 

The Priests and the People. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
·Freethinkers of all ages have been the targets at which the wire-pullers 

for Jesus have. fired their darts of superstition. Th('se heelers care not 
how mean the act, or. how much injury they cause, provided it is for 
Christ's sake. They improve every opportunity to insult the intelligence 
of one who does not 1?elieve in their creed. They will travel miles to 
attend a funeral, provided they can officiate, and console the living by 
telling them that God has killed their loved one as an ind.ucement for 
them (the living) to love him. It is easier to frighten love out than to 
scare it in, and more in harmony with human passions; but God's ways 
are mysterious and past finding out. They introduce the hell.born doc
trine of vicarious atonement, believe or be damned, come to Jesus or go 
to hell, and it matters but little what sin you commit while living if } ou 
only believe on Jesus, the last one of the sixteen crucified saviors. Tht!se 
virgin-born gods have always been a great source of trouble to mankind. 
They have been screwed into the imaginations of the credulous so firmly 
that nothing short of death will loosen their grip. They are the phan
toms of the dreary and dark ages of the past. 'Vc have had Adonis, 
Bacchus, Hercules, Horus, Osiris, Mithra, Buddha, and now we have 
the mythical Christ. \Vho comes next? We have in the past enthroned 
and worshiped almost everything visible, from the sun down to snakes; 
our brains have been crammed with a host of imaginary monstt:rs, heavenly 
humbugs, ghosts holy and unholy, all for the glory of God and to satisfy 
the avarice of the numerous heavenly wire-pullers. Our ancestors have' 
been humbugged out of their senses by these theological side-trackers, but 
science is clearing the main track of their rubbish. Their crosses are now 
made to read, " Look out for the locomotive (when the b;!U rings)." We 
no longer shut our eyes to see God, lest he might play the same old trick 
he played on Moses. (Possibly, though, that is the reason why preachers 
shut their eyes when they address the throne of grace, fearing they might 
see his holiness and glory.) We no longer grow nervous over the incan
tations of the priests. The people have become sensible while the priests; 
have remained fools. H. L. SHAUG. 

Del Mar. 

IN order to provide amu.:;ment and recreation for the parish, a 
B.lptist church at ,,10 Iverhampton, England, has built an annex 
to its chapel, in which is a billiard-room, a smoking-room, and a 
bar for the sale of non-intoxicating drinks. The whole affair is 
controlled by the church officers and is well patronized and popu
lar among the people. But the religious press denounce it bit
terly and think the general adop~ion of such an innovation would 
be a calamity. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner; Price, 25 cents. 

http:remai.ns
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

IICOSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

COMPII.ED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, l\Iass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
:Manufilocturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
"'Iani/o, Book, ]I'-nos, EIardware, Wrapping 

. PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Milh 

414 ana 416 Clay st., S. F. 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

J. karat G lId Scarf Pin ...•..•••.••.••• . ••••...•••...$. 0 
III karat Gold. sma'l size Badge Pin.................. 200 
14 karat U Jln, small size Badge Phl.................. 2 75 
14 karat G/)Id, slIIall size Badge Piu with Diam:m.l, 85,6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge l'in...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...... .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... 4 00 
10 karat Goill. 1::111111.11 Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat G)ld, Sma I Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
1') karat G:>ld, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 00 
J4 karat Gold, Large Charm ifor watch chaiu)....... 6 00 
14 karat UJld, Large Charm " .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This is a full-bodie·i diamond, F('t so that It may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 
ellt~~n;rt~~~yya~~t~~~eK,r~d~!'BS~nd guaranteed 1101 repre

PUTNAl\l & ltIACDONALD,
5M Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in2;s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 So. 
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"Good-By." 
\Ve say it for an hour or for years; 

We say it smiling, say it choked with tears; 

We say it coldly, say It with a kiss; 

And yet we have no other word than this

"Good-by." 
\Ve have no dearer word for our heart's friend, 
For him who journeys to the world's far end 
And sears our soul with going; thus we say, 
As unto him who steps but ~'er the way

" Good-by." 
Alike to those we love and those we hate. 
\Ve say no more in parting. At life's gate, 
To him who passes out beyond earth's sight, 
We cry, as to the wanderer for a night

"Good-by." 

By Cold Gradation. 
Heaven is not reached at a single bound; 

But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to its summit round by round. 
We rise by the things that are under feet; 

By what we have mastered of good and gain, 
By the pride deposed and the passion slain, 

And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet. 
\Ve hope, \ve aspire, we resolve, we trust, 

When the morning calls us to life and light, 
But our hearts grow weary, and, ere the night, 

Our lives are trailing the sordid dust. 
\Ve hope, we resolve, we aspire, we pray, 

And we think that we mount the air on wings, 
B~yond the recall of sensual things, 

While our feet still chng to the heavy clay. 
Wings for the angels, but feet for men; 

\Ve may borrow the wings to fiud the way
W;! may hope, and resolve, and aspire, and 

pray, 
But our feet must rise. or we fall again. 
Only in dreams is a ladder thrown 

From the weary earth to the sapphire walls, 
~ut the drcJ.ms depart, and the vision falls, - 

And the sleeper wakes on his pillow of stone. 

-HOLLAND. 


His Future Professson. 

The Rev. Mr. Loftu:i stopped to talk with 
Uncle 'Rasmus. 

"Good mornin', Brother'Rasmus," he 
!'aid. "That's a likely lookin' boy of 
yours. vVhat's his name." 

"MelchLadeck, sah." 
"What are you gain' to make out of 

him? " 
iI A machinist, sah. He's allers 'ventin' 

suthin'. That other boy's name's Ab
salom." 

"An' what are you goin' to make out of 
him? " 

" A lawyer, I spec'. He argifies the life 
outen me." 

"That boy over at the barn is yours, too, 
isn't he? " 

"Yes, sah. His name's Shadrack Abend
nego. He's the laziest, ignorantest, do
nothin' in the township." 

,. And what are you goin' to make out of 
him, uncle." 

"Well, sah, that's been a subjec' ob 
much serious momentum to me, and l'se 
prayed a good bit ober it. I've made up 
my mind to make a preacher outen him. 
That's about all he's good for," 

The Rev. Mr. Loftus walked away, rub
bing the end of his nose in a contemplative 
manner.

It-t . 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferellt from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be rttn by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under. 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He i~ also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on thi~ 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa 

BY A CAPITALIST. • 
A book atlvocaling associate life as a remedy 

for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present condidons of socidy in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
other than poor and vicious under ollr present 
system. The remedy, the aUlhor thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the fUlure Republic of North America, as it will 
b;! when society shall be organized on the princi. 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig. 
orusly wIilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 

t;ight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
tllut the Bi\:>le is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A dear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo· 
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture cJaimeJ to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 

A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND--

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J, O. Scott, 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb B 
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A REGULAR EDUCATJm 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the most successful (in
specialty) as his practke will 
surely prove. The 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis. 
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weakness. impotency, &c., 
sulting from indescretioll and 
igllorance of youth. Those who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, .. Private 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A. POSI'rIVE CURE 

The book Is worth. many
times its cost, and should' be 
r~ad by the young for instruc
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 
WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

•Uilequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b-!en established in the same town 
3 I years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid t? speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED- AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3·ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4·ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust.proof case, $2 extra. In best open.face, dust.proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 

Q rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO \VETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements, a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3·ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5·ounce, $25; 6.ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to Sio more; in 14·karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14·karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from an{calogUe~· and I 'will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods.· . 

SUNIlNE· . 
Best Spectacles or Eye.glasses $I:oC; 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.•plated Table.spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in!_f~omeyes,and I can fit you.) Elegant 8.day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

- .. -- -Be~-Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple.plated Knives i.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

A KENTUCKY editor of democratic politi
cal proclivities and orthodox views over
whelms a skeptical contemporary with the 
following: "All the assaults of that blattant 
Infidel who edits the resthetic sheet across 
the way, cannot bring discredit upon the 
Bible or tarnish the fair fame of Its illus
trious author, Thomas Jefferson." , 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 

Clear, Concise, Sparkling, Hdpful. 

"Nationalism," by Erlward Bdlamy. 
" The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin. 

son. - . 
"Christian Socia.lism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Function of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

m7Price for all, only 20 cents . .J!] 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

mlddle
seminal 

re

an 

REMARKABLE BOOK,"~1AJ3i~~r~~~ 
a I2r11llcate of thr~ UllIver:;IUCX, IIml retired after 50 years' prllcLlue. he 

: 't~'~::.1~~~~ t~ 1~~;~~:::t:~~J.t~I::11~:~~,~Jl~:~-;'i,!I;~~t"udct~~:5: 
most lJUIIU-al' and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
: ~c:.Y:~I: ~~e~~t!:Q:~ ~n::l1!iC;:I~: ~a!~e~ ~~;~ ru~~, I 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of~'lIoo ical COllllllon SenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, \bowin~ new mean~· by wbleh t f:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSIcians, clergymen, crib::;;, aud literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubjecLS especiAlly import nt to young me III 
eo weryona who .. wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEAT·URE Just introduced, consists of a ~r1.A N EW· ~ • of beautiful 4'olol'("d onntu~ 

l~Ql ~bn".t., in five colo~ guaranteoor:- u;~eriQr to any;~efore of/'iered in a iA>~ • 
wnr phYlliologiCtlI book. arid rendering it R~o.in the mOllt o.trrnctive and-quick

seUmg AGENTS who h:we already found I\' trold mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 11(1111 the ftr.;t six books in two 
hours... Many agents take 50 Ol' 100 at. once. nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£llJl. M01tJ.hl.. 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PI1B. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW J.rk. 


Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
B H I Being a popular account of the fo;~~ ion and 

y e en H. Gardener. Introduction by Rober! Development of the CanoD! By Br,?n~u C. 
G~ In~ersoll~ rrice, 50 cen.t~, Keeler. Price. 50 cent!i~ . 

tIOn and the afflicted for relief. 
~II Communications Strictly Confidential. 

Plam Envelope/! used. The book spoken of sent sealed 
Address, DR. ~. P. F~LLOvr~, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
::lay where you saw thIS AdvertIsement. 

[From. tht; Washington Natianal View.] 
n~. Fellows. of Vm~land, New Jersey offers his valuable 

i se~Vlces to ~l! those. I~ .need of a kind, sympathetic and 
sklllflfl. phYSlClan. SlllulIar a!1vertisements from unreliable 
practItIOners have been assaIled and exposed by the press
but,.Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hIS line, stands foremost 
in hI!" profession, and the ~ncomiums showered UP>n him 
pubh!lly 8S we~l .as in private, are flattering evidences of 
t!Ie high ap~reclatlO~ and <:onfidence his long and conscien. 
~lOUs devo.tlOn to ~18 speCIalties in his profession have so 
Justly mented for hIm, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug 12 1838 

. DR. R. P; FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy y~u sent 
!S working lIke a charm. I am completely surprised the way
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week, 

I apd that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out all 
I rIght. Yours respectfully, J. R. 

R~lIlAI.tKs-Th.e above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testlmomals receIved from all parts of the Unite~ State 
froI.D youI!g, middld·aged a.nd elderly men, sUffenng fro~ 
vanous kmds of sexua~ co.mplaints, but Who are now cured 
by m>: Extern~l Applicatl?n, the greatest of all known 
r~medies for thIS class of dl~eases. As I am an out· and-out 
Llb.eral I trust the Freetltinkers of the Land will give m 
thel! patronage, and not waste their time and money 0: 
Ch~~JI!op' l\octOll!. D~. Fl'lLJ!OW1h 

http:M01tJ.hl
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The Minister Hears a Louder Call. 

"Beloved fiock," the parson said, then' paus::d 
and wiped his eyes, 

"As pastor and as people we must sever tender 
ties; 

I've a call to go to Blanktown to be their chosen 
pastor; 

A call so loud to disobey, I fear, would grieve 
the Master." 

Replied the spokesman of the flock: "Though 
loud the call may be . 

We'll call you louder to remain; an X for' 
every V 

Those Blallktown people offer you we'll give to 
keep you here. 

\Ve trust you'll hear a voice divine, our call's 
so loud and clear." 

With sobbing voice the parson said: "My 
duty'S clearer now; 

I'll stay with YOll, beloved ones; to heaven's 
will I bow. 

So let us sing 'Blest be the tie,' and sing it clear 
and strongj 

To leave you when you call so loud would be 
exceeding wrong! " 

Then in his study sat he down, a letter to indite 
Unto the church at Blanktown. Thus dit:! th\! 

parson write: 
I've wrestled o'er your call with prayer; th\! 

Lord bids me to stay, 
And, consecrated to his. work, I dare not diso· 

bey." 

By E. A. Stevens, Secretafy of the American 
Secular Union. 

-:0: 
This is the best pre.:ientation of the ar

gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
p'rice, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San FrallCisco. 

THE SABBATH I M PO 8TU R E. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

. . . 

by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 

copies, 50 cents. Address 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


.. 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR..................................................... .. 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER POR.. .......... ...... .... ...... .... .............. .... 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C~AS. F. :B"'UR.c:r.t\l.l:.A.N"• 

10'-' TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

.H..b)M~l:3URO·s WORl<'S. 

GOD IN THE STATE. PitClfIC CARRIAGE C(). False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S Cf!nts 

Showmg that there IS no authonty for the [pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 

Sunday laws. either Human or Ipaper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 
"Divine." 375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; P. A. CLARK. C1IAS. w. CLARK 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. .VALLEY 
, ROMAN RU LE OR RU IN. 

I 
DIAMOND 

,BY Z. SHED. ! NURSERIES. 

A Summary of the atr~cities committed I 


BUSINElSS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 
l)LIVKR UINCK!.I<:V SUPERINl'END&NT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny I'.ud Sutter Sts. 

Telephone 1950. 

J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

I80ors & S H 0ES 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

CLARK BROS. PROPRIETORS 
." 

N 'URS ERYMEN 
1.. 

. 
\

GaJ.a/,;,OS E.or T/'mber OultulI'e a I'
II r /1 I I , I

SPecialty. 
I 

Have at Th£dr Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit I 
and Ornamental Trees aud Vines. 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects consitlered 
by 1\lr. Remsburg are: The Church and 1\lor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Ri~hts Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. f 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
'L' •• D . I tid 
.c.xtermmatIOnj espotlsm; n 0 erance an
Persecution; Injustice to Woman.; Unkindnt>ss 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac. 
Tinces; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery: Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran-
CYi Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. I'li~:e, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, ~I. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath·Breaking. e This is the best and most 

II 
' 
I 
II 

I 
, 

thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
un~er the following.heads: O,igin of the. S~b-
batlc Ideaj the JewIsh Sabbath; the ChnslJan 
~cripturesand the Sab~~th; Exa",?in.atio~ of. 
~unday Arguments; Ongm of ChnstIan Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 

Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws." Price. 2-: cents: 6 copies. $1. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

unacquainted with the character of the Orders Filled bnd Delivered on Short Notice. ITbM:ISI~~:~s~lngs of tile Christian Church. 
. 1 P . 

conf eSSlOna . nee, $ I. 50. 
Address this office. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 

A Discussion between G1adsto.le Huxley, lIulle;. Linton 

Reville on the Con1lict betweep Qelle!}i~ aqu G\:oIOfl

1'Ace. flO I:t:Uta. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 

Address 


CLARK BROS/
: ., 

,I p. 0 r Bo~ 0, Sdn Jacinto, Cal. 


IS d d th S bb th Prlun ay an e a a. ee, 10 

II The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 

.The .Catholir. Church and the PublicI Pnce, 5 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

cents. 

10 cents. 

School~. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


"-ITHE GLO~Y.-
~ OF IQFIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Cong1ess.-New York Truth _Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelitv" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever iistened. " JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." - J. F. BECK. 

- ... 
I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of I 

its character, 1\1:r. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

-----"---------------------~============================ 

INGERSOLL'S "'\iVORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, compri:;ing: "The Gods," "Hum
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
anu "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25. 
COlltAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tile Declaration of In
dependence, It "About FarmilJg in Illinois," 
"I he (~ral1t Banquet," "The H.ev. A lexanuer 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soIl." 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50 cents;
cloth, $1 25." . r 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25· 

What "'ust We Do to be Saved'? Paper, 25 
CP'ntl; 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

orthodoxl' 56 pages, J2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per ozen, postpaid. . 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
her of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the Sail FrOliclScall. 5 n'nts, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York OburNr. By l{obert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 ~ellts. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complele. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

Time to Quit 
The Rev. Mr. Perkins, being called 

upon suddenly to address a Sunday-school, 
h h ld c .. l'd 

. t ought e wou get a lew ongma 1 eas 
from his young hearers. 

"Children," he said, "I want some of 
you to tell me what I shall talk to you 
about to-night. What shall I say?" 

At first there was no response. "That 
bright little fellow over there," said he, 

. ... f 
pomting to a youngster slttmg mane 0 
the back seats. " What shall I say to you 
to-night?" In a little, piping voice came 
the answer: "Say Amen, and sit down." 

LATE anecdotes of the bar include the 
following description of Mr. Justice IVlaule's 
way of putting it: "Do you know what an 
oath is, my child?" "Yes, sir;' I am 
obliged to tell the truth." " And if you al
ways tell the truth, where will you go to 
when you die?" "Up to heaven, sir.." 
"And what will become of you if you tell 
lies? " "I shall go down to the naughty 
place, sir," " Are you quite sure of that?" 

, L h b"Yes, sir,' quite sure. " et er e sworn. 
It's quite clear she knows a great deal 
more about it than I do." 

MRS. PROOFTEXT (who remained at home, 
sick)-" Did you take up a collection this 
morning~ my dear?" 

REV. MR. PROOFTEXT-That's a theologi
cal point which puzzles me, my love-

Iwhether a collection where you don't get 
anything can properly be called a collec
tion.~Burlington Free press. 

FREETIIOUGlfTBOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "'\iVORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his' nostrils the breath of his own life.--.;.L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
"t G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new Ameritan story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
tlje Iivn~ spirit of to-day."-J'oRII Swill/on's,.. ~ 

Why Don't He lend. a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put

"naIll"is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the l"eader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

'\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend oC Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and puri~ of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Univ~ruf 
San Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his prouuc
tions very attra.ctive."-Dr. Fllou's Health 
.lI/onthly • 

Ingerson and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth readin~."-Bost,m 
Jmustiyator~ 

PrombUll!u~; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traorJinary richness and beauty,"-Dr. llml'Y 
W. Bellows. 0 

Gottlieb: His life' or, Love Triumphant. "A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet tuuchingly told little 'tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read tht! book itself. 1 have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life befo"re."- Elm illa Drake Sim/ur. 

THE -FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY 1\1. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. "V. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l~utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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IT has been reported that the Italian government will not allow 
the pope to leave Italy. That is not so. The government can
not prevent the pope from going personally, but it will not allow 
him to take the Vatican furniture, treasure, and art objects with 
him. 

THE Catholic church is still the leader of society in the prison 
at San Quentin. When Archbishop Riordan conducted services 
at that spiritual retreat a few weeks ago, he confirmed one hun
dred and fifty. Inspired by his example, Bishop Kip, of the 
Episcopal church, tried his hand last Sunday, but took only 
twenty-one distinguished residents into his fold. 

THE Sabbatarians are making some progress in this city. Outside of 
the city they claim a large majority in favor of a reasonably strict observ
ance of Sunday in the state.-Post. 

All right. If the majority are in favor of a "reasonably strict 
observance" of Sunday, let them observe Sunday with reasonable 
strictness. If they are sincere they can keep Sunday voluntarily, 
which will please their maker just as much, we think, as it would 
if they had a law and a constable to make them keep it. 

WE do not take any stock in the report that Cardinal Lavagerie 
is about to inaugurate a crusade for wI'esting the holy land from 
the hands of the infidel Mohammedans. Such a crusade would 
be the height of folly, and the heads of the church of Rome 
are not fools, whatever the rank and file may be. Besides, if the 
Moslems were driven from Jerusalem, who would stand at the 
door of the sepulchre and prevent the warring sects of Christianity 
from cutting one another's throats in the quarrel about the pos
session of their savior's tomb? 

AT the ministers' meeting last l\Ionday, says the Chronicle, 
"the Rev. Dr Barrows denied the truth of Dr. Crafts's statement 
that this state had gone backward in morals and religion since 
the repeal of the Sunday law. On .the contrary, he. said, there 
had been a constant and gratifying progress." We hope this is . 
so. Nothing is more pleasing than ,to see people living up to 
their convictions, freed from the coercive force of law. The 
Christian who observes Sunday because he would be jailed if he 
did otherwise deserves no credit for his action. If, on the other 

hand, he denies himself some pleasure out of regard for the day, 
he at least has the merit of sincerity. To enforce a Sunday law 
is tom~t handcuffs on the CItizen and send him to church as a 
culprit in the ·care of a police officer. 

FOR years it has been the custom of the English Christian Evi:
dence Society to send a representative to the London ~all-of· 
Science to refute the Infidels. Last year the Secular Federation 
sent Messrs. Foote, Stand ring, and others to present the Free
thought side of the argument, and these gentlemen performed 
their duty so faithfully that the Christian Society now declines to 
meet them. 

IT is learned from the English Freethought papers that the 
case against Dr. Voelkel, editor of the Neues Freireligioses Son
tags Blatt (Germany), is likely to break down. Dr. Voelkel was 
proceeded against some time ago for a speech delivered at Erfurt, 
in Rhenish Saxony, wherein he asserted that the mode of Christ's 
death was hypothetical, as some authorities contended that he was 
hanged instead of crucified. The state prosecutor, at last ac
counts, had the matter under consideration. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PRBBTHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The 1).ext meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, August 25, at 8 o'clock. Hon. F. B. Perkins will lecture 
on "Truth." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

The state of Oregon is enveloped in smoke. The sun rolls 
like a round red disk in heaven, and there is a kind of funeral 
aspect on everything, as if Father Time had concluded to give 
up the race and retire. Arriving at Eugene, I found the stage, 
that "like a wounded snake .drags its slow length along," had 
gone the day before, and I must foot it, or find a private convey
ance. Fortunately the latter appeared without much cost, and I 
proceeded on my dusty journey. I found the driver an lC Inger
soll man," and so we had a pleasant trip together. That ma~ic 
name is somethig like a Masonic sign. It is a worp of interpre
tation. I tell a man I am a Freethinker, a Liberal, an Infidel, 
and he does not always quite understand these terms, but the 
moment I say I am an "Ingersoll man" the cloud disappears 
and there is a complete understanding. I am no longer a 
stranger. It is then known just where I stand. "Ingersoll" has 
done more to introduce people to each other and make good 
friends than any other word in the English language. 

Coburg is a straggling hamlet on the verge of a vast lumber 
country, and the music· of the mill goes merrily on. I never 
found a more cordial welcome than here, and with the electric 
handshake all the melancholy of the smoke disappeared. The 
red sun became Apollo's chariot again .. I was looking for· a 
Diamond and the Diamond appeared-John Diamond, beyond 
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the seventies now, but with the flash of youth still, and the beams X Dr. Foley evidently takes but little stock in the skeleton of or-
of enthusiasm that no age can dim. He came to this cQuntry 
forty-two years ago, and camped with the wild Indians, and he' 
has witnessed a marvelous growth. He is, Freethought from 
head to foot, and living in "~ingle blessedness." He seems to 
make Universal Mental Liberty his "better half" and lavishes his 
wealth upon its support. It seems to be his delight to make the 
toilsome way of the pioneer lecturer happy with good gifts. Age, 
to him, is illuminated with the undying glory of man's advallce~ 
ment. 

At the hospitable home of Senator Coleman I find that genial 
entertainment which ministers both to the mind and body. In 
the political world our friend has always been true blue ~o Ameri':' 
can liberty-a representative of honesty and,indep"erid~~ce. Mrs. 
Coleman is equally radical and adva:nced, "and shows that woman's 
genius is not under the dominion of the church. 

Geo.H. Murch" '~alled around in the afternoon. His faith 
passes" the flaming bounds of space and time," but he is not at 
all upset by spiritualistic phenomena. He still recognizes the 
value of this world, and joins our secular forces, and the clergy 
find in him a level-headed combatant. He is always ready to do 
his share for the glory ,and honor of "this world" and to make a 
plea for common sense and humanity. The way the fur flies 
occasionally around the ears of the unfortunate theologian would 
delight the heart of the sturdiest Materialist. 

In the shades of evening Mr. and Mrs. John Long arrive to 
give greeting. It is a busy season, and the harvest wheels are 
flying. Besides, our friends have just brought twelve hundred 
sheep from Coos county, and the coyotes are about the land, and 
hence the shepherds hear another song besides" peace on earth 
good will to men," and so we do not have all the time for socia
bility that we desire. But there is a good gathering in spite of 
aU, and our first lecture at this place is most encouraging, and I 
look with bright anticipations to a return October next. The hall 
was nearly full, and the lecture on it The American Republic' 
was well received. 

Other friends are here-Alonzo Toffiemeyer, P. J Blackiston, 
J. B. Cochran, etc., a generous company indeed, and if all along 
the line such allies appeared how splendid the result. These give 
us hope and the golden promise of the future. 

I arise at half past five o'clock on Friday morning and take 
the train for Belleville, where there is just one barn and the station, 
but Arnold is here and so I am not" a pilgrim and a stranger 
in a lone land." He takes me to his house, where all the good 
things of thi~ world help to make the journey delightful, and, in 
the afternoon we pursue our dusty way to Lebanon. We are 
amply covered with earth by the time we arrive at this scriptural 
goal. 'Ve find]ohn Settle busy at the grain elevator trying to 
make room for·all the wheat that is coming in, for the harvest is 
more than average. He is eighty-three years of age, but he keeps 
right at work, simply because he likes to see the world move. I 
hope he will travel on to a hundred years with. the same happy 
health and hope. Geo. W. Taylor is also hard at it with the 
harvester, but takes time to come to the lecture and conduct the 
campaign. He isone of the ((Captains of Industry" for golden 
sheaves of thought as well as the bright fruits of earth. With such 
there is no failure, be it a summer's or a winter's campaign. 

There was a good audience present for the time of year. Just 
no,w all hands are at work early and late. Time is precious, and 
from sunrise to sunset the wheels are making musiCf and. the 
strawstacks swell like billows on the sea. 

thodoxy, but finds plenty of good living in serving man instead 
of God. And others I find on the roll of Fre~thought, and so 
the" cedars of Lebanon" shall not always wave on the" hills of 
the lord," but the banners of liberty shall toss over the radiant 
fields and woods. . ' 

I am up again early in the morning Saturday, for a long day's 
journey is before us-IroinLebanon' to Albany and' from Albany 
to Portland, and thence, by the Northern Pacific, to Olympia on 
the Sound, where I arrive at seven o'clock Saturday evening. 
Comrade Nathan Patterson meets me at the station and guides 
me to Young's Hotel, where I find liberal enterlainment. My 
genial host, Mr. Young, is on the right side, both for Freethought 
and a good square meal. 

Olympia is a slow place, somewhat after the fashion of a New 
England village. It has an air of antiquity about it that might 
suit a Bostonian. It is the oldest city in Washington, so old that 
it almost h:ls" one foot in the grave." But sprightly youth is 
beginning to burn through its veins. The railroads are coming 
in and elegant buildings greet the sight. The forlorn and antique 
look is disappearing. An immense hotel is being erected which 
will be an imposing ornament. The iron bands are reaching 
down to Gray's Harbor. There are resources for the making of 
a beautiful citro 

A large number of Liberals are in the place, but the "don't 
care" element prevails. However, a few keep on deck, and the 
ship goes sailing forth with now and then a favorable b~eeze. 

The audiences were not large, but they were appreciative, and of 
- such good quality that I have bright hopes of the future. 

Miss Lou M. Hartgrove is our real worker here, woo puts the 
vim into those who are willing to act when the way is pointed 
out. She has had to make her own departure into Freethought. 
Her parents and family are mostly on the other side. It could 
not have been other\vise than Freethought with her temperament
'and practical outlook. She has the gift of' independence 
and was not born to follow without knowing the reason why. 
Sh~ is enthusiastic for the cause and would sacrifice almost any 
worldly profit for its success; a friend whom it is a delight to 
meet-so frank and honest and straightforward, and doing the 
pioneer labor that naturally falls to man, with the delicacy amI' 
nobility of woman's heart. I believe that woman will come out 
ahead after all in the grand work of reform. When woman is 
once free the Promethean spark will be more brilliant than ever. 

It was a rare privilege, also, to meet with 1\1rs. Sylvester and 
daughter, who promise to make their beautiful home hereafter a 
resting-place for the pilgrims of progress. I have not met those 
of brighter mind or nobler enthusiasm. Theology and all shams, 
masculine or otherwise, stand but poor show with these keen in
telligences. These are the women of the future-logical and 
intuitive, with the heart of fire and the brain that analyzes. Alas 
for the "lords of creation" in the new civilization of the race. 
They must make a "new departure" or abdicate. 

Mr. Sylvester was the original settler of Olympia, the first one 
to own the soil on which the city is now built. He has passed to 
the majority, but his name shines on the list of veteran Oregon
ians. The ho~e or my friends is the loveliest in the city, over
looking the broad bay, ornamented with trees, and presenting a 
noble aspect. The atmosphere of liberty, science, and humanity 
is in this delightful dwelling. . 

Nathan Patterson is also an "old inhabitant." He has scarcely 
p~en out of town Tor the last half century,' and Olympia Gould 
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not do without him for even a summer's vacation, but I hope to 
see him at our Portland gathering. 

My friend Dobbins, of the hammer and anvil, can make the 
fire glow, and take the sword of Christianity and fashion it into 
the pruning hook of Freethought. He is a generous worker, and 
I must thank him for his efficient service. 

Mr. and Mr.:;. Robert Rawson, Mrs. French, Geo. Collins, N. H. 
Owings, Chas; Kommensen, E. W. French; Mr. Blodgett,' the 
auditor of the -territory; my almost octogenarian friend 1\lr. 
Brown; Harvey Spiekerman, Joseph Snyder, of Tumwater; Geo. 
Hansard, of Seattle, and others have made my visit one of hope 
and cheer-and I shall always remember Olympia, \vith. its 
gorgeous pictures of land and water, and quaint scenes of old 
and new jostling each other in confused variety, as one of my 
most happy labor fields; and I hope again to visit this capital 
of amagnificent state. 

I was pleased to meet Capt. W. B. Grey, of Pasco, a member 
of the constitutional convention-and a working member, too
who has a pretty clear idea of what the people want and what is 
best for them. _The Christians kicked against him somewhat, 
but he was elected nevertheless. It was bruited over his district 
that he was an Infidel. He received letters and telegrams from 
all quarters. He' answered without fear or favor: "Keep the 
Church and State forever separate," and h I am willing to grant 
to every other m~n the ·same privileges I ask for myself." On 
th~t platform of genuine democracy he was chosen to the con
vention. It is ~nown that nobody can buy' him, and that he will 
stand for justice right through. I also met Comegys, of Eastern 
Washington, brother of our Comegys' of Snohomish, who has 
made a brilliant fight during the convention for a purely secular 
government. 

] udge Bush, of Seattle, is here, and he watches the convention 
with judicial clearness, and his valuable reports are in FRim
THOUGHT. All should read them. Macdonald of Ellensburg and 
Jones of Port Townsend I have also been made acquainted 
with. I attended one session of the convention. There is 
plenty of talk, but the work moves on. There are able men in 
the convention. They have voted out "God" and put "the 
Supreme Ruler" into the preamble. Grey sars that means a 
twenty-dollar gold piece, and I guess he is about right. I had 
rather trust in the gold piece any tim e than in the God if I was 
hungry or naked. 

Just as I was leaving on the boat whom should I meet but D. 
W. Smith, of Port Townsend? It was a glad surprise. We could 
only shake hands~ for he came on the same boat by which I 
went, but it does one a world of good to meet so open-hearted a 
comrade, who never shirks a soldier's duty. 

The boat plunges into the sound. The smoke spre~~s over, 
and only faint luminous spaces are discovered on either side. 
The woods are like a delicate fringe-the mountains beyond are 
scarcely seen. The bubbles roll along the polished steel-blue 
surface of the waters. 

We reach Tacoma in the late afternoon: a busy city, with 
mighty prospects, uneven streets, massive dwellings, shanties al
IVos~ ready to tumble down, and the et ceteras of frontier civil
ization. It is struggling for empire and will win .many a jewel, 
but I doubt if any city of the sound will wear the full-orbed tiara. 
The trade and manufacturing will be distributed. There will be 
several flourishing cities, but I doubt if there is one great city 
like San Francisco or New York. If there is it is impossible at 
present to decide whether it will be Tacoma, Seattle, Port 

Townsend, Port Angeles, Olympia, or Grey's Harbor. All of 
these places have brilliant prospects of future growth, and like 
the" pigs in clover," I shouldn't wonder if everyone of them 
got there. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

Tacoma, August 13. 

THE "SABBATARIANS." 

The Sunday-law bigots have had their convention in S.1n 
Francisco, and Field Secr~tary Crafts has, presumably, presented 
the best arguments at his command in favor of a law compelling 
the people of this scate to observe Sunday as a pleasureless holiday. 
\Vhile disclaiming any intention of advocating a union between 
church and state, Mr. Crafts has not been wholly able to conceal 
that this is his real object, and other speakers have made no at
temptatsuchconcealment. The Rev. Mr. Wheeler, of Sacramento, 
was candid enough to say that the church asked for Sunday laws 
in order to support Christianity by the arm of the state. "When 
you destroy the Sabbath," he said, "you have overthrown the 
grand religion on which the government rests." Such was the 
burden of the arguments of a majority of the speakers. But Dr. 
Wheeler went still further. He claimed that whereas an emi
nent judge had. decided that Stephen Girard, by ignoring the 
Christian religion,disqualified his trU3tees from acting, so the 
legislators of California should be held incompetent and dis
qualified for having neglected to make provision for sustaining 
the religion of their fa..thers ! 

Thus the cloven hoof shows throqgh the thin disguise of a 
plea for "Sunday rest for workingmen," in spite of all Mr. 
Crafts'f.> denials that it is there. He may himself be able to 
conduct the crusade on a "secular" basis, but he cannot make 
the other and less cool-headed fanatics do anything of the kind. 
He may argue that a Sunday law would be perfectly constitu
tional, but they do not know or care whether it is constitutional 
or not. In the minds of the~e gentlemen, not the constitution, 
but what they are pleased to term the word of God, is the funda
mental law of the land. Some of them even mistake their own 
conscience for other people's, as in the case of the speaker at 
this convention who declared that every man should be pro
hibited from indulging in ordinary worldly pursuits on Sunday 
in order that he may spend the day according to the dictates of 
his own conscience. This is exactly like putting a man in jail 
for the purpose of guarding against interference with his liberty 
to go where he chooses. 

One of Mr. Crafts's own arguments is about as bad. He de
clared that in the government employ the religious man is dis
criminated against, because the government requires Sunday 
labor, and the religious man's conscience will not permit him to 
work on that day, and he therefore cannot enter the service. 
Now when this case is looked at as it really is. it will be seen 
that ~he discrimination is from the other side. The government 
does not demand that the employee shall observe Sunday; it is, 
the employee who demands that the government shall observe 
that day, and because the government declines to obey the em
ployee, the latter's "conscience" forbids him to remain in the 
public service. The government respects the rights of con
science and accepts his resignation, but the man has not been 
discriminated against. 

It is scarcely to be wondered at that these sabbatarians do not 
offer some good and valid reasons why Sunday should be a day 
of enforced idleness. because there are no such reasons. There 

. are perhaps good reasons why people should rest one day in 
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seven, as there are good reasons why they should work the other 
six; but a law enforcing six days of work would be no more 
absurd than a law enforcing one day of idleness. These bigots 
overlook the difference between a custom and a law. The .cus
tom of Sunday observance prevails here among those who wish 
to keep the day, and such persons need no law to compel them 
to so observe it. · Others have not that custom, and to enforce it 
upon them by law would be as unjust as to compel the pious 
to work. 

Californians say to the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts: "Go home. 
You are wasting our time and your own. You cannot palm off 
a church movement upon us as a merely secular arrangement 
intended for our good. The churches of our city do not open 
their ,doors to secularists as they have opened them to you. If 
this is a secular movement, hire a hall, call a mass meeting; 
give us your argument unmixed with religious incantations 
called prayers, and musical Insanities called hymns. Separate 
the civil from the religious in your propaganda, and then the 
simplest of us may believe that you do not intend to mix the 
c~vil and the religious by means of your Sunday laws. Until you 
do this you will not deceive any except those who pay the 
preachers to do their thinking for them." - ' 

We do not think that the Sabbath Union can obtain as many 
signatures to the petition in favor of a Sunday law as have already. 
been obtained to the protest against such a law. 

A BAD, BAD BUSINESS. 

_ The lamentable Terry shooting affair promises to become as 
sensational through the courts as it has through its own inherent 
tragic nature. The circumstances of the case may be briefly stated. 
Judge Field, while on his circuit as associate justice of the United 
States Supreme Court, was publicly slapped in the face by ex
Judge Terry. Thereupon Judge Field's body-guard, Deputy 
Marshal Neagle, shot Terry dead. 

Terry was a man whose conduct on the bench is spoken of as 
above reproach; but as a private citizen he had the reputation of 
a bully and a desperado. Judge Field's record is nearly the re
verse of Terry's. In the capacity of private citizen he is blame
less, while his judicial record is stained with charges of unfairness 
and venality. As providence is said to be on the side of the 
largest battalions, so justice, as administered by Field, has, it is 
alleged, almost invariably been found on the side of the heaviest 
purse. He was called upon' to decide between Sarah Althea 
Hil1 and the heirs of one Sharon, with whom the woman had 
lived as wife or mistress. Terry pleaded the cause of Sarah 
Althea, and became sufficiently interested in his client to make 
her his wife, but she lost her case through Field's decision. She 
became violent while in court, and charged Field with bribe
taking. Field ordered her removed, whereupon Terry interfered, 
and husband and wife were jailed for contempt of court. 

Terry, it is said, vowed vengeance on the judge, but Field, in
stead of putting Terry under bonds to keep the peace, provided 
himself with a body-guard, and pursued his calling as before. 
On Wednesday morning, August 14, the two men met in the rail
road eating-room at Lathrop, in San Joaquin couuty, with the 
deadly results known to the reading public for the past ten days. 
As Terry died like a dog, so, as a victim, he was buried with less 
honor than is often bestowed upon murderers. The Catholic 
church, of which he, as well as his wife, had been a communicant 
refused his body its funeral mummeries, and those with whon: 
he had associated upon the bench and at the bar declined to 

recognize him as one of them by adjourning court. Such as 
Terry may have been, he was a self-made man. In stature he 
was almost a giant, of herculean strength, and fearless as a lion. 
But his was a case of arrested development. He never became 
civilized, and seemed not to be able to learn that the wager of 
battle has been superseded by less violent, even if less satisfactory, 
forms of adjudication. . 

lVlrs. Terry now regards herself as the natural avenger of what 
sthe calls her husband's murder. She at once caused the arrest 
of Judge Field, and the formality of apprehending and bailing 
him has been gone through with. Neagle, the marshal, is in 
jail, faring better, perhaps, than he ever did before. Mrs. Terry, 
it is said, endeavored to secure the services of Col. R. G. Inger
soll and Benjamin F. Butler as her counsel, but failed. Judge 
Maguire, however, has taken the case in hand in association with 
District Attorney White, of San Joaquin county, who believes 
that as the killing was done within his jurisdicti<?n, the San Joa
quin courts should conduct the investigation and prosecution. He 
had Neagle in jail at Stockton, but the prisoner was removed to 
San Francisco under federal authority, and now the first problem 
to be settled, according to Judge Maguire, is whether or not the 
United States Circuit Court has jurisdiction to release from custo
dy, on habeas corpus, a prisoner held by a state sheriff under a 
warrant issued out of a state court of competent jurisdiction. 
This is a great question-the question of state sovereignty-and 
if it was the object of the authorities to give the lawyers and 
jurists something to wrangle over until public interest in the mat
ter is exhausted, they have taken the right course to effect that 
result. At pr,esent Neagle, if tried, would be acquitted, but there 
may be a reversion of public sentiment by the time his case 
gets before a jury, sufficient to send him to the penitentiary for 
life. 

Supposing the memory should go back to the time when Sarah 
Althea Hill became the mistress of Sharon with the understand
ing that she should ultimately be recognized as his wife. Sup
posing that Sharon's heirs, in their greed for the dead man's gold, 
bribed the bench and defeated justice. Supposing we add to 
these fea'tures of the case the assault upon Field and the killing 
of Terry-:...it is bad enough already. But supposing that Neagle 
is convicted of homicide. Supposing the wid.ow of Terry should 
take vengeance into her own hands, and kill Judge Field as his 
henchman killed Judge Terry. And supposing, as a final act in 
the tragedy, Mrs. Terry should expiate the crime upon the gal
l~ws. In consideration of all that has happened and all that 
may happen, there would be m~my people in the world ready to 
believe that the whole miserable business had begun and ended 
with acts of injustice to a woman. 

H. L. GREEN announces that the Freethinkers'Magazine for 
September will be a Bruno number. It will contain a page of 
the Bruno monument, George Jacob Holyoake will furnish an 
original article on "The Murder of a Philosopher;" T. B. Wake
man one on "Giordano Bruno in the Past, Present, and Future;" 
there will be an original, poem on Bruno, by Lydia R. Chase; a 
sketch of the life of Bruno, by Professor Thomas Davidson; also 
an article on Bruno, by Karl Blind, and much other valuable 
and interesting matter. Mr. Green will send us a few copies of 
this numb.er to be sold at twenty cents each.· , 

"Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery,',' by 
Edward Bellamy. Price, So cents. . 
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WE -hope' the friends of this paper will not forget its necessities 

during the present rather dull times. Can they not get us up clubs 

of subscribers-two for $3; three for $4, or four for $5? If not 

clubs, can not each send us one more subscriber at least? 

\Vehope, too, that all whose subscriptions have expired will 

renew at once. 

THE Youth's Companion, in an article on "Patrick Henry's 
Death," says: 

"Patrick Henry wrote out an elaborate answer to Paine's' Age of 
Reason,' but being impressed by the replies to Paine then appearing in 
England, he directed his wife, shortly before his death, to destroy the 
manuscript, which she did." 

It is related that Benjamin' Franklin read the manu5cript of 
Paine's" Age of Reason," and advised the author against pub
lishing it, using the famous warning, "Don't unchain the tiger." 
Franklin died in 1790, and the" Age of Reason" was not written 
until 1793, so that Franklin's advice must have come in the form 
of a spirit communication, but it is nevertheless regarded by the 
church as good enough material for Sunday-school history. 
There is no such anachronism in the way of Patrick Henry 
writing a reply to Paine, but whether he did or not remains an 
open question. Some statements that we see in religious prints 
are historical facts, and others are theological fakes. 

MR. E. M. MACDONALD, the Editor of the Truth Seeker, has been 
confined at home and disabled from editorial management, by typhoid 
fever, for some two weeks, and may continue so awhile longer. 

So reads a notice at the head of the editorial columns of the 
Truth Seeker of August 17. We have information four days 
later in the form of atelegram which reads: 

'·Gene is better. Out to.day. A. C. M." 

By the time this is before our readers the editor of the Truth 
Seeker will doubtless be back at his desk. Meanwhile the phi
losophical articles by Mr. W. L. Colby on "The Elimination of 
Inconstant Factors" and kindred subjects will eng~ge the public 
mind. 

MR. BRADLAUGH'S paper, the National Reformer, says: 
"Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, who by sheer hard work is keeping Colorado 

and the far West fairly alive on Freethought questions, sends us his new 
pamphlet on 'The Glory of Infidelity,' Mr. Putnam writes vigorously, 
and IS apparently doing some very good propagandist work." 

Unfortunately, Mr. Putnam has not b~en able to penetrate so 
far into the interior as Colorado this year, but we understand 
that Mr. W. F. Jamieson is keeping that sta~ fairly alive. The 
majority of the speakers are in the West now,· and New Jersey 
and the far East are somewhat neglected. 

SINGLETON W. DAVIS, the author of a pamphlet on the "Sci
entific Dispensation of a New Religion," has started a little paper 
at San Diego called the Silver Gate. It discusses economic 
problems and temperance, and advertises Mr. Davis's job print
ing office. ' In his initial number the editor comes out boldly in 
favor of a law prohibiting smoking on the streets. This will be 
likely to get him into trouble with Anarchist Danielewicz of the 
Beacon. 

WANAMAKER apparently has no influence over Postmaster Van 
Cott of New York, as a special Sunday delivery has just been es
tabiished in that city, and Mr. Van Cott declares that it will be 
continued. 

L. C. GEERTSON, of Salmon City, Idaho, writes that he never 
saw harder times in Lemhi county than at present; but he never
theless sends $10 as a donation to FREETHOUGHT, together with 
his own renewal and a new subscriber. We thank Brother 
Geertson for his example, which shows.that enthusiasm for a good 
cause may always rise superior to commercial depression. 

WE hope that the readers of FREETHOUGHT are becoming ac':' 
quainted with Mr. C. F. Burgman, our constant advertiser. He 
is a thorough Liberal and a conscientious merchant. Arrayed 
in one of Mr. Burgman's glove-fitting suits, the modest man may 
for a time forget the remark of the sage that beneath his clothes 
he is naked. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD is to give a course of lectures at Snohomish, 
W. T., commencing September 4. He will soon after start for 
California, to lecture in San Francisco, Oakland, Sacramento, 
and other places in this state. 

THE executive of the Canadian SeCUlar Union have fixed upon 
Saturday and Sunday, September 14 and 15, for a Convention of 
Secularists and Freethinkers in Canada. The Convention will 
be held at Toronto. 

WE acknowledge the receipt, from Mrs. K. Parker, Anaheim, 
of $1 for the expenses of the next Convention of the California 
State Liberal Union. 

HORACE SEAVER, editor of the Boston Investigator, died last 
Wednesday afternoon, aged 78. Ingersoll will pronounce a 
eulogy at Paine Hall on Sunday. 

MR. HOWE'S LECTURE. 

Mr. W. O. Howe, of Oakland, spoke before the San Francisco 
Freethought Society last Sunday evening on "O.ur Common 
Foe." There were, he said, two divisions of his subject, one 
devoted to demonstrating the nature of our common foe, and 
the other to demonstrating the remedy. It would be impossible 
to crowd both into an hour's lecture, and he would therefore 
give the first half now and the second half at some future time. 
"Our Common Foe," as conceived bv Mr. Howe, turned out to 
be usury, or interest, which he described as a subtile monster 
that like a thousand-edged sword reaches out its octopus arms 
and overshadows the environments of mankind. Mr. Howe 
demonstrated by mathematical calculations that in one hundred 
and four years the usurers would own the earth, and hold a 
three-trillion-dollar mortgage on po:sterity. The discourse lasted 
an hour and thirty minutes, and at its close Usurer Schou passed 
the hat to slow music hy Professor Joran. 

Chairman Lemme thanked the lecturer on behalf of the audi
ence, and the audience on behalf of the treasurer, and announced 
that the floor was open for speeches of ten minutes each. 

Mr. Curtis responded, and, in opening his remarks, chid the 
lecturer for the great length of time he had occupied in present
ing only one phase of his subject. Mr. Curtis feared that if it 
took as long to state the remedy as it had taken to make the di
agnosis the patient would die before'the medicine was ready. 
The speaker argued that interest, being paid in every direction 
and charged by all, balanced and neutralized itself. He wished 
the lecturer the best success, but warned him that if he would 
become popular he must condense. 

Mr. Knight criticised the mathematical calculations of Mr. 
Howe as the reductio ad absurdum. Interest could not,accumu-· 
late above the sum total of values. There were usurers in the 
time of Christ, and a thousand dollars put at interest then, accord
ing to Mr. Howe's computation, would now amount to more than' 
the entire wealth of the ,world. Undoubtedly some of those 
usurers had a thousand dollars out at interest, but no bad results 
seem to have been entailed on posterity from that cause. Mr. 
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Knight said he did not agree with Harry George, that progress 
brought poverty. There was never less poverty than now, never 
more comfort than is now enjoyed. The great foe of humanity 
was conservatism, a determination to stand still. 

By invitation, Miss Ada Ballou addressed the audience. She 
did not complain about the length of time occupied by the speak
ers. She believed in Riving men all the rope they wanted, and 
trusting to luck for good results. The women did not have much 
of a show in this world, notwithstanding they were the . producers 
of the race. If they did not complain of the kind of usury they 
were subjected to, the men certainly ought not to murmur over 
their less serious troubles. 

In confuting his critics Mr. Howe said that if he had had more 
time so that· he could give all his address, the matter would have 
been made clearer. He had been thus minute because present
ing the question to p~ople who had not thought upon it. Mr. 
Howe would grant for the sake of argument that the world was 
improving, but we must not be satisfied with a little comfort and 
a little prosperity. So long as there are evils to fight, and im
provements possible of attainment, there should be no rest for 
the reformer. 

The next lecture is to be delivered by' Hon. F. B. Perkins, 
whose subject is "Truth." Mr. Perkins informs me that his dis
course will involve, also, some pointed observations about lies. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK.. 

Ex-Judge Terry, who was shot at Lathrop Aug. 14 by Deputy 
Marshal Neagle, was buried at Stockton on the 16th. The 
Catholic church refused its auspices; the <::ourts declined to ad
journ out of respect to the dead jurist, and there were more 
curiosity-seekers than friends at the funeral. Neagle will prob
ably be tried in the United States courts, though an attempt is 
being made to get the case into the courts of the state. Public 
opinion generally justifies Neagle in the shooting, and his trial 
anywhere wiII be mere formality.--" Bill" Higgins, a political 
boss of San Francisco, died last Wednesday morning.--The 
various labor unions of the city will have a mass meeting Satur
day night, Aug. 24, at Metropolitan Hall to protest against the 
decision lately rendered by Secretary Windom on the Chinese 
"tourist" question.--There was a $20,000 fire last Sunday 
among the wooden buildings at the corner of Fourth and. Town
send streets.-' -The clergymen of Stockton have unanimously 
condemned the practice of holding funeral services on Sunday. 
.--The case of most of the recalcitrant National Guard musi
cians has been finally settled by the imposition of a fine of $16 

,apiece. It is estimated that, taking into account their losses from 
lack of employment since the trouble, this brings the penalty up 
to more than $50 each.--The Rev. C. E. Schuyler, pastor of 
the Congregational church at Petaluma for several months past, 
has left that place under a cloud. He is charged with misappro
priating church funds and with other offenses and was requested 
to resign, which he did. ' 

, The pugilist Sullivan has been sentenced to a year's imprison
ment at hard labor in the Mississippi penitentiary.--There was 

, no ball game at Cincinnati last Sunday, as the authorities threat
ened that if one were played they would break it up by arresting 
the president and all the players.--The Brown-Sequard "life 
elixir" is still being experimented with, in some cases attended 

/' by fatal results. The weight of testimony is in favor of the pro
cess as a tonic or stimulant.--Secretary Windom has written a 
letter to T. J. Barry of Boston in reply to an inquiry, in which 
he says that Chinese persons other than laborers may leave and 
re-enter the country without let or hindrance, provided they sat
isfy the officers of the fact of their not being laborers and of 
having lawfully resided in the United States.--Members of the 
Salvation Army at Helena, Mont., were placed in jail last week 
for violating a city ordinance forbidding the playing of music on 
the ctreets.--The original "Old Black Joe" died at Mount 
Holly, N. J., Aug. 15. His proper name was Joseph Queen. 
He was undoubtedly the oldest man in the state, being one hun
dred and twelve years old. He was a runaway ~lave and went 
to New Jersey in 1827.--The Rev.D. M. Helmick, a Meth
odist preacher of Neola, Iowa, is in jail charged with having shot 

down a young man named Carl Palmer without provocation or 
excuse.. The shooting grew out of a feud engendered between 
Helmick and Palmer over a romantic attachment which the lat
ter had formed with a yoml.g lady of the neighborhood.--The 
wife of Mike McDonald, the Chicago gambler, has eloped with 
the Rev. Mr. Moysant, her father confessor. 

M. Damala, the husband of Sarah Bernhardt, died in Paris, 
Aug. 18, of cerebral congestion.--It is reported that an at
tempt was made recently to assassinate Dom Pedro, emperor of 
Brazil. As he was leaving the palace a man shot at bul failed 
to hit him.--Japan had on July 28 the most destructive earth
quake experienced for thirty-five years. Many persons crushed 
to death and vast quantities of property destroyed is the result. 
--Another great inundation of the Yellow river, China, has 
occurred, this time in Shantung, and though the details are mea
ger, it is probable that the loss of life and property will be very 
gre:.tt, the immense breach indicating that a wide territory has' 
been flooded.--Boulanger is sentenced by the French Senate 
Court to be deported to some fortified place and imprisoned. 

SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN IN COOS COUNTY. 

DEAR FREETHOUGHT: We have againenjoyed one of Putnam's 
annual visits. I learn from friends at Marshfield that the lec
tures were well received. The audiences were large and ap
preciative, at the three lectures delivered there, and the excursion 
and picnic on North Coos River, as well as the lecture, were a 
great success. ' 

Putnam's first lecture this year on the river (Coquille) was at 
Coquille City, thence he went to Randolph, Bandon, Myrtle Point, 
and Arago. It being harvest time I could not, as heretofore, ac
company our friend on his tour. 

At Coquille City the "Glory of Infidelity" was well received. 
The audience wa.s fully as large as at former lectures. The Coquille 
Secular U:nion met after the lecture and elected H. H. Nichols, 
of Coquille City, secretary, I. M. Upton having resigned on ac
count of press of other business. It being late the Union ad
journed to meet at Arago on the 4th inst. at eleven o'clock. 

The lecture at Arago on Saturday evening was well attended 
by an appreciative audience, and the young people, as well as 
some of the older ones, enjoyed themselves after the lecture by 
dancing until midnight. The greatest enthusiasm was reached 
on Sunday, the 4th inst., at Arago, it being the last lecture of the 
series under the auspices of the Coquille Secular Union. There 
was a picnic in the grove on the fair grounds. Roller-skating 
occurred at intervals during the day, and the Myrtle Point Brass 
Band discoursed some of its best selections. The Union met at 
the appoi~ted time, there being about thirty members present, 
all of whom became members of the state organization. The 
Union ordered twenty copies of the" Glory of Infidelity" for 
distribution, and adjourned to meet at Myrtle Point on the day 
of Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel's lecture there. " 

There was a large attendance, quite a number corning from 
Myrtle Point, Norway, and Coquille City. The"American 
Republic" received hearty encores and lots of them during the 
afternoon. . 

The lecture at Myrtle Point on Friday evening was also well 
attended, and among the audience was the Rev. Dr. J. P. Easter, 
M. D., who announced that he would answer the lecturer in Sep
tember. "He knew that Putnam would not be near enough to 
hear him then." Brother Easter, when present at a Liberallec
~ure: genera!ly announces that he will answer it, and September 
IS hIS favonte month. However, should some unforeseen cir
cumstance occur so that he cannot fulfill his appointment, and 
September go by, then there is an indefinite postponement. 
Putnam suggested that he meet him on Sunday evening, the 4th, 
at Myrtle Point, the audience by vote having invited him (Put
nam) to again lecture there, and he would divide time with 
Easter. Some one in the audience suggested an hour, another 
two hours. and yet another thought it best. to give Easter all 
night. Easter ,vas offered five dollars and all expenses paid if he 
would corne, but when Sunday evening arrived Easler was con
spicuous by his absence. ." '.. , 

The announcement drew quite an audience, and I feel confi
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dent that a majority were disappointed; but the disappointment 
soon vanished after Putnam had started in on Moody and Sam 
Jones. Our campaign was a grand success, and we now look 
forward to Mrs. Krekel's visit. J. HENRY SCHROEDER. 

Arago, Coos Co., Or. ' 

CALL FOR THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portlapd, Oregon, at Masonic H~ll, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the 12th, 13th, and 14th dar~ of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state. 

The advocates of this measure' in Washington TerritoIJ are 
invited to join their Oregon friends in this Convention. 

Done at Portland, Oregon, this thirty-first day of July, 1889. 
C. BEA~ }J. K. SEARS, A. F. N EUNERT, Board of Directors. 

LEE LAUGHLIN, L. AlliES, ' 
SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 

W. H. Breese, of Talent, Jackson county, is the fourth vice
president to report. His letter is full of inspiration. "Every 
tear you dry, every smile you cause, will bring you reward of the 
highest kind. Every obstruction you remove from the path of 
a struggling humanity will stamp you as one of humanity's 
,saviors. And all this will hasten on the time of which Victor 
Hugo speaks, that 'in the twentieth century creeds will be dead, 
wars be dead, royalties be dead, but men will live.''' 

Dr. Matteson, of Aumsville, is the fifth vice-president to write. 
His letter is full of philosophy and a life of experience. He 
understands the human mind and points out the obstacles to be 
overcome in our educational work. The doctor sends a fine 
list of names. 

P. Britt, of Jacksonville, is the sixth vice-president heard from. 
When I opened his letter the first thing I saw was a postal order 
for five dollars, which I thought was acommission from Wana
maker as postmaster at Portlarid. Brother Britt's letter is good. 
He sends some names and says:' "I am old and feeble. I take 
the greatest interest in the weifare of the Oregon State Secular 
Union and the success of the Convention. I firmly believe that 
if there is not something done to oppose priests and preachers 

,they will soon put an end to our free institutions." , 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, of Kansas City, the celebrated dramatic 

orator, will deliver the opening address at our Convention on 
Saturday morning, October 12. She will make her home .while 
here with Miss Mattie Blaisdell, at 363 Third street. 

Through the columns of FREETHOUGHT I will assign hOl)les for 
our speakers. C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

ABERDEEN, OR., Aug. 12, 1889. 
My DEAR MR. BEAL: Your kind invitation to attend the Liberal Con

vention, Oct. 12, J3, and 14, was duly received, and I will say in reply 
th,at I shall certainly be with you on that occasion" if no preventing 
providence interferes." I am sure there is the material in Oregon and 
Washington to form one of the largest and grandest Liberal con~entions 

,ever held in any part of the whole country. I have been lecturing in 
Oregon for nearly two months with good success. In no state in the 
Union in which I have lectured is there a larger per cent. of Liberals than 
in Oregon. I have had pretty good audiences in almost all the places 
I have spoken, in spite of the fact that the people have been engaged in 
harvesting and threshing" from early morn till dewy eve." 

We need organization. In no state is organization more practicable. 
It costs but little to build a Liberal hall in Oregon as lumber is very cheap. 
In many places there are Liberals who would cheerfully donate all the 
lumber necessary to build a hall, and others who would haul it, and in 
many places there are carpenters who would contribute a part of their 
time towards the construction of the building. It seems that all that is 
necessary is for some few to go ahead in the community, get up an inter
est, organize, build a hall, and then they are on their feet. 

It seems to me t}lat the convention you are getting up will go a great 
ways towards setting the ball in motion for secular work in this portion 
of the north west. We need organization. We need to have all the 
splendid Liberals of these two stateS attend the convention. And when 
I say this I mean the women as well as the men. We have a large 
number of grand, Liberal women in Oregon. I have not yet seen the 
heroines of Washington, but I have met with a. large number of Liberal 

women in Oregon who are ready to take hold and work for the Secular 
Union. We hope these ladies will turn out in full force at the convention. 
Portland is a convenient place for thousands of people in Oregon and 
Washington, and if we do not have a large number present I shall 
be disappointed. But we expect a grand time there and therefore it is 
natural to expect that all our Liberal friends and their relations will be 
only too glad to'be at this" feast of reason and flow of sou!." 

We shall not only set the Liberals to organizing, but we need to point 
out to them the need of supporting the Liberal journals, and especially 
must they see to it that FREETHOUGHT receives their full and generous 
support. ' , 

I can hardly imagi.ne what a man can be thinking about who, call 
ing himself a Liberal, does not support any. of our Freethought papers. 
meet not only Liberals, but I also" meet up with" a great many" half 
breeds"-persons who call themselves Liberals but do not subscribe to a 
paper, nor contribute toward the support of lecturers in the field. And 
the most ~amentable feature in the whole business is to find good Liberal 
men leadmg such half breeds up to the Liberal lecturer and introducing 
them as Freethinkers! I am getting tired of that sort of Liberals. 

I cannot share in C. B. Reynolds's notions respecting the" little self
sacrifice" of our lecturers at conventions. The fact is we lecturers have 
plenty of rough and tough work with small pay, and every thinking man 
knows the fact. We are doing a " little self-sacrifice" all the time, and 
cannot afford to attend conventions in a city and pay hotel bills. Besides 
it is no~ necessary. We have hosts of Liberals and a small support from 
them wIll bear the expenses of the speakers. Some people may dislike 
'~.h~gging" i.n our conventions. But the fact is some of these people who 
dIslike beggmg are people who left the church because they were too 
stingy to pay their pew rents. They left the church and came out to call 
themselves Liberals, and now they are kicking and ready to leave the 
Liberal ranks because they are called on to pay the fiddler. Begging is 
the method of the past-and the successful method of the present in the 
church, in politics, and in all free assemblages. We shall have to stick 
to this ,old method until another and a practical method for supporting 
the speakers is devised. 

I hope we shall all have occasion to rejoice in a large, harmonious, 

and successful convention. Here's my hand. 


Yours fraternally, W. S. BELL. 


ON THE TRAIL. 

To tke Editors of Freetkougkt: 

After ten davs' sojourn at Marshfield, I took the steamer 
"Comet" for Empire City, at the mouth of eoos bay. This is 
an old town, and many of the buildings are empty and in a, di
lapidated condition, but it has the finest location on the harbor 
for a town, as it is high and level, and very picturesque. Imme
diat~ly w~st of the "city" lies the rippling, shining bay, perhaps 
a mIle WIde, then the long peninsula of sand, probably another 
mile in width, and then you are on the beach of old Pacific, 
where the breakers never cease to chase each other up and down 
the coast. The view from Empire, out onto the sea, is superla
tively grand., Her.e is ~nfinity,enough without praying to a 7x9 
God. Away here III thIS "sunset land" where solitude is almost 
supreme, for this country is very little settled as yet, is the place 
to study nature and forget the blood of the lamb. I stopped at 
the Arago hotel, a fine, large hotel owned by the mill company~ 
but leased and n,m by Mrs. Moore With, Mr. Briggs, the gentle
manly clerk and manager. The Arago is the largest and finest 
hotel of the three in the "city," and here they feed the hungry, 
and the weary are at rest. I gave six lectures in the fine court
house to large audiences, although a second edition of Sam Jones 
(at least in style) was running a "distracted" meeting, and had 
been for the past two weeks. I went one evening· to hear the 
"Rev. GintIeman." His text was "Do you love Christ (" 'He 
described the "overshadowing" business. I wish the thousands 
of readers of FREETHOUGHT could have heard Brother' Jones's 
account of the birth of the young Savior, ah; of that star in the 
east, ah; of how Herod was out-Heroded by the King of kings, 
ah. Mr. Jones is a very ignorant man, ~nd claims he was raked 
in from the slums of San Francisco by the Salvation Army folks. 
He is a young man, but filled with the If holy unction," as he 
called it, whatever that may be, to save souls. In a former letter 
I gave Brother Bell the cake for telling stories, but Bell is left in 
the shade by this young dominie. He would tell his anecdote 
with great sensational effect that would bring the house down; 
and then apply the moral by raving and charging like a mad
man, until every hair on your head would stand on its own par.;.; 
ticular end and you could easily imagine the smel!'(':,:' brimsJone. 
His descriptive powers were evidently taxed to their utmost w'h"e~ 
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he described Jesus carrying the cross up the steeps of Calvary, 
loaded down to the water's edge with that awful burden, ah, on 
that fearful day, ah, and when at last, ah, the top of the mountain 
was reached, ah, and the cross was laid on the ground, ah, and 
the God of the universe was stretched out on that awful cross, ah, 
and those terrible spikes were driven, ah, through that beautiful 
white but quivering flesh, ah, and the blood that was to save the 
world, ah, began to flow, sinner, for you and me, ah, and when 
those blood-thirsty Jews raised that cross with its precious burden 
of the world's redeemer and placed it in that awful hole prepared 
for it ah it struck the bottom of that hole with a dull thud, ah, 
the s~n :efused to shine, the earth trembled with convulsions, 
for lo! a god was to die, ah. I thought of the poem by Lara, 
"The God Horror." 

Still lies the blight of that shadow's night 

O'er the fairest fields of earth, 

And from the gloom of the dead God's tomb 

Stalks forth the wraith of the cursed faith 

That on Golgotha had its birth. 

O'er all our land that spectre hand 

Still holds the dripping knife, 

Still hangs the sword o'er the festal board, 

And the skeleton guest, in his grave-clothes drest, 

Dashes gall in the wine of life. 


How long, how long, ye brave and strong, 

Will ye cringe to a broken reed 

Or kiss the rod of dotard God, 

And the shackles of a creed? 

Awake, arise, lo! the captive cries 

From the gloom of the prison cell, 

And the blood and the tears of a thousand years 

Are quenching the fires of hell. 


Brother Jones kept his Bible-banging meetings up during my 
week of lectures, but the Empire folks seem to prefer science 
and Liberalism, for" I had the courthouse full all the time, while I 
understood he had only twenty to thirty for an audience, and 
these composed of the faithful. 

I enjoyed my visit to Empire very much. I found very intel
ligent and educated people there: Mr. S. H. Hazard, wife and 
sister; Mrs. McLaughlin, Mr. Stauff, wife and children; Mr. 
Ploeger, the gentlemanly radical head.salesman for the leading 
dry goods house, who has bf:!en everywhere and is a great reader 
and thinker; Mrs. Cammon and son, whose genial home is a 
place of rest to weary lecturers, and many others that gave us a 
hearty welcome to their homes and hearts. A better people we 
seldom find than in Empire. 

Ocean steamers and sailing vessels are continually coming and 
going. A saw mill with a capacity of 150,000 feet per day; two 
stage lines to the railroad, eighty to one hundred miles away; 
100"ging and fishing camps and coal mines all around; and being 
t~~ county seat, this place is a fine head center. One day I was 
out for a stroll and exercise, and found my way into the ceme
tery. My eye· caught Right of the head-stone of James Oliver, 
while under the name were the beautiful words seldom found 
on tom bsto"nes: 

The world was his country; to do good his religion. 

Mr. Oliver lived a few years ago on the North Fork of the 
Coos river in this county, and was a true-blue Freethinker, took 
several radical papers and many books, and circulated them all 
up and down the valley,· and now it is known as the "Valley 
of Infidels." Hence Putnam, Reynolds, and Bell all went there 
to lecture. Let our faint-hearted brethren take courage and 
keep their" lamps trimmed and a-burning," for there is a mighty 
work to do.. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

"THE Glory of Infid.elity" is avery able and interesting and 
nicely printed and bound pamphlet recently issued by Putnam & 
Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco, Cal. The price 
is but ten cents, and it should have a large circulation, for its 
author, S. P. Putnam, is renowned for the pleasing and piquant, 
clear, vigorous language of his productions.-Plain Dealer. 

"THE Glory of Infidelity,') by Samuel P. Putnam, is received, 
and it is one of his ablest lectures. It sustains, all through, the 
appropriatpn;;;s of its title. Send ten cents for it, to Putnam & 
M~cdonald,· 504- Kearny street, San Francisco, Cal.-Voice of 
the· People. . . 

FRUITS OF CELIBACY. 

Facia non verba is a sound proverb. There is nothing more 
convincing and effectual in combat of error than facts. Especially 
is this the case when we have to deal with the verbose errors and 
falsehoods of religion. No better way can be chosen on which 
to send the conquering hosts against the superstition-barricaded 
fastnesses of fanaticism, than the broad highroad of clerical de
pravity, of ministerial rascality, and ecclesiastical corruption. We 
see specimens of it every day in every telegraph column of every 
newspaper, although not as num~rously in the calend~rs of 
criminal courts as the sanctimomous and unctuous smners 
(thieves, lecher;' and brutes), have a felicitous knack in slipping 
the noose of the law from their fat necks over their long ears and 
dolichocephalous (narrow) crania. Now and then, however, 
outraged justice gets her work in on so~e hier~rchical ".honorary 
citizen" of Sodom and Gomorrah. I Just see III my SWISS papers 
a sample case-one of unfortunately too many be~tialities per
petrated by the savory servants of the savior who said, "Ble3sed 
are the pure in heart." But to facts: 

On June 7, there stood at th~ bar of the Criminal Court of t?e 
Canton (state) of Lucerne, Switzerland, Joseph Leon.z A~rem, 
of Willisau Land, fifty years of age, Roman CatholIc VIcar at 
Emmen, charged with heinous offenses against the pri~ciples of 
chastity. The trial took place with closed doors. Owmg to ac
cumulating ugly rumors the school trustees of that place had, 
upon the deposit of a heavy guarantee, effected the arrest of the 
dominie just as he was coming out of church and before he had 
'learned of his impending fate, so that he was prevented from fol
lowing the example of his worthy colleague, Parson Troxler, of 
St. Urban, who managed to evade the officers of the law and is 
now safely reading mass in some American parish. The investi
gation unearthed a state of affairs too grossly brutal and obscene 
to be even hinted at, too revol}ing even for the pen of a Zola. 
In dozens of cases that" man of God" had abused children of 
from eight to sixteen years, and what he had perpe~rat.ed traverses 
all degrees of sexual perversity, from mere'obscemty III lftnguage 
to the most damnable sexual exceses of an unnatural beast. He 
scattered Satan seed in two communities; for what he did with 
children of ten to sixteen he taught little ones of from eight to 
ten years. And this not only during a short period but through 
a series of years. Before the recent discoveries this wretch had 
been suspected of unnatural vices while in Grosswangen; the ec
clesiastical superiors instituted an examination, but the records 
were refused the secular authorities by the bishop's commissary 
and the guilty scoundrel was simply removed to another parish, 
thence again, :;md so on until he brought up at Emmen, where 
the m~asure finally was full and ran over. 

It is described as really diabolical how the criminal enticed 
the victims of his hellish lust; he "treated" them in taverns and 
in his apartments; he gave poor boys clothing; and the blood 
curdles in ones veins on learning of his dark designs and devices; 
of how he tracked and trapped the victims in by-paths and turn
pikes, as they came from field or factory, and as he visited them 
in the school-rooms, even. A favorite opportunity for the lecher 
was on Sunday afternoons \vhen the children would. go to the 
parsonage to get books to read, the parson being librarian of the 
Pius Society. Many of the children would, however, obstinately 
refuse to go to the seducing devil any longer. 

This state of affairs being abundantly testified to, the public 
persecutor moved for a punishment of six and a half years in the 
penitentiary with hard labor, but the Criminal Court, finding the 
term too short, extended it to seven and one-half years. A few' 
yards of hempen neckwe:u would have been the right length, for 
is it not Voltaire who said that there would be no peace and hap-:
piness on earth till the last priest be strangled with the entrails of 
the last king? 

Such is'the fruit of the celibacy of the Roman Catholic clergy! 
Such are the men (or at least a lamentably large portion thereof) 
to whom so many blind, ignorant, credulous, and unsophisticated 
parents entrust the education of their children! . . 

When will the end cqme? When light has driven darkness 
from the fair face of a priest-polluted earth and the cross of 
Christ is duly recognized by all in its true hideousness as the 

http:perpe~rat.ed
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voluptuary symbolic relic of the Bacchanalian phallus worship of 
ancient paganism, which at least had one advantage over its off
spring, Christianity, in openly professing its cult of nymphomania 
and satyriasis. L. H. 

IN THE SIERRAS. 

Here the high mountain-p~aks are calm at rest, 
Grand in the gloom of solitude and snow; 

Sublime in their repose, they have impressed 
Their sombre glory on all forms below. 
The skies of crystal blue above them glow 

In one majestic sphere of boundless light, 
Where height and depth and distance grandly show 

The magnitudes of nature, and invite 
The thoughtful mind to some yet loftier height. 

For mind expands with oceans, mountains, stars, 
Absorbing them, explaining the unknown; 

To Nature's secrets breaking down the bars, 
It claims the Universe as all its own. 
Here it has built a kindom, there a throne, 

Its natural law is that it must desire 
To stand on suns and stars, and if alone, 

'Tis destined ever onward to aspire, 
Forever on, through whirlwind, flood, or fire. 

Enter this glorious forest! 'Tis a scene 
In which our feelings grow, and growing glow 

With the sublimity of all between 
The sun above and clouds and earth below. 
Within this august place man may bow low 

To the Omnipotent; this is his shrine, 
High in the mountains, amidst clouds and snow, 

And near the heavens; and here the sunbeams shine 
To light this fane imperishable, divine. 

Its green arcades expand from dizzy spires, 
So high they only seem to fade away, 

'Vhere light and distance, fainting, each retires 
Into the glorious· solar realms of day. 
Here morn's auroral splendors, in their play 

Of crimson radiance and celestial gold, 
Give to the, clouds and forests their display 

Of beautiful sublimity. Bt>hold! 
Space arched o'er all, their natural'dome unrolled. 

No surpliced priest, no mitred bishop here 

Has consecrated this to the most high 


With pagan pomp1 oblations insincere; 
But the strong earthquake, passing s.....iftly by, 
And the winged cyclone, shaking earth and sky, 

Are the great ministers whose prayers are heard. 
Their orisons are thunderbolts that fly 

On flame and lightning, scorching creeds absurd, 
And a.re a part of God's most holy word. 

Throughtful and watchful, I have lingered here 
Till on day's verge the sun goes down to rest; 

I 	 see that glorious monarch disappear 
With feelings far too deep to be expressed; 
Yet neither can the spirit be suppressed, 

For the eternal fountains of the soul 
Like a great river's flood flow unrepressed, 

Gathering new volume as they near the goal 
Of Time; and lot eternities unroll. -SIERRA. 

Mammoth Grove, Aug., 1889. . 

SPIRITUALITY AND MATERIALITY. 

Although a believer in a spiritual existence which follows this 
material one, I think this, our present life, has little to do with 
spirituality. Vve are now material beings and cannot subsist on 
spiritual things, no matter how pleasant such are to-contemplate 
or to dream about. In material things alone we find our food, 
clothing, and shelter; and nothing spiritual can feed the body, 
give it protection from heat and cold, or provide it with habita
tion. It is a fact, nevertheless, that many people devote their 
principal efforts in life to disseminating spiritual ideas, while pre
tending to ignore and rise above material things; but these same 
people find themselves dependent on matter for every thought 
they ever had, and for the sustenance that keeps the life-principle 
in their flesh and blood. In view of this one fact, what does all 
their windy verbiage on spirituality amount to? Is it needed? and 
is the world in any way benefited by it? I have reached the 

conclusion that it isn't; anJ hold thlt dabbling with spiritual 
things and dealing with conjitions that mayor may not exist in 
another w9rld, is something that works injury to this, by diverting 
time and attention from the practical affairs of life. I have also 
noticed that spiritual teachers as a class live. very near the mate
rial plane, notwithstanding their precepts and advice to others 
about cultivating spirituality; and most of them-if their health 
is good-fail to practice what they preach. Spiritual things have 
always been held up before the masses to lessen discontent by 
exciting anticipations that would lead them to forget present 
privations, and divert their minds from the inequalities of life 
occasioned by unjust laws; while the prie~t and the politician 
have worked harmoniously and lived high on the fat of the land. 
Consequently spiritual things here and now are a mockery and a 
delusion, and the ignis fatuus of simplicity and credulity. Spir
itual teachers were never known to take pay for their services in 
spiritual things; but invariably demand that the exchange of 
commodities shall give to them material money or material pro
ducts. For feeding the matses <;m windy nonentities, as far as 
this life is concerned, they obtain the tangible, comfort-giving, 
life-sustaining necessities of existence. In other words, some
thing for nothing. When hearing any person discoursing on the 
necessity of cultivating spirituality or the value of spiritual things, 
I now feel that my time is being wasted and nothing beneficial is 
received. This material ,,,orId contains all that we need now, 
and sJ.liritual things will have their uses when we become spir
itual beings in a spiritual world; and not before. In saying this 
I am not unmindful of the fact that the desire is universal to 
know what follows death: whether annihilation or a spIritual ex
istence; but when this desire has been satisfied by the knowledge 
or belief that life continues in a spiritual state, it is folly to neg
lect material things by striving after spiritual. Too much im
portance has always been attached to the spirit world, and this 
one has been neglected in consequence. Our present needs and 
duties are confined to materiality, and the physical body takes 
precedence over the soul, because its condition decides the men
tal states and regulates the happiness of the soul. The state of 
the body invariably decides the state of the mind, and to deal 
with practical things in a practical manner, I will remark that this 
is the motto I nail to the wall of my domicile: 

: PHYSICAL COMFORT IS THE BASIS OF ALL HAPPINESS. A HUNGRY : 

l'tIAN IS AN ANGRY l'tIAN. GOD BLESS OUR HOllE. 

It has been said by historians that hunger would throw that 
great and good man, George Washington, into a perfect rage; 
and I am somewhat like George in that respect myself. In fact, 
I have found this complaint general in my observations among 
the human bipeds, differing in degree, whether "spiritual
minded" or otherwise. Nature is inexorable in her demands, 
and the pangs of hunger, if unappeased, will plant a little sheol 
in the breast of man's immortal soul. If her spiritual demands, 
though unappeased, will create such a disturbance, I have never 
realized it; neither have I seen those who have. Spiritual wants 
as far as I know make little disturbance, but let the body want 
for food, raiment, or shelter, and we realize by unmistakable evi
dence the power of matter over mind, or body over spirit. You 
cannot neglect the body and find peace for the soul, and only 
when its wants are supplied can any person feel or honestly assert 
that life is worth living. What then is the duty of mankind and 
the need of the present? Is it to build more churches, to send 
out more spiritual teachers, and to monkey with metaphysics? 
No! It is to regulate conditions in this material world so every 
person born into it can obtain the comforts of life and provide 
for his physical wants. Provide for the body and the soul will· 
take care of itself; and let this fact be blazoned forth until man
kind learns that spiritual things are of no earthly account, and 
spiritual teachers of all kinds, grades, and characters are simply 
humbugs and drones, without whom the world would be better 
off. It is not more spirituality the world wants, but less igno
rance, less selfishness, and more of ' justice and equity between. 
man and man. When the world is properly fed, clothed, and' 

'sheltered, and man's materi~l wants and necessities are fully pro- 
vided for, then, and not till then, will we see the millenniuII?-'. 



538 FRE8~"HOUGH'1"'. 

The world has been surfeited with spiritual theories, doctrines, 
and doO"mas to better the condition of mankind, but each and all 
have p;oved to b~ total failures for the good and .sufficient reason 
that spiritual things are not adapted to a matenal world. The 
combination will not work, and it is about time that fact was 
generally known and the reign. of reas.on and. ~omI?on s.ense was 
established on a purely. malellal baSIS. Spmtuahty \\"111 d.o .to 
dream about in our slurr, bers, but in waking hours matena~Ity 
alone can satisfy the senses and g:ve comfort and pleasure to lIfe. 

. C. SEVERANCE. 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD 1* 

VIII. 

What a pity Christ, instead of learning to get cut. of the grav.e 
and fly, had not made himself acquainted with what, m astronomI
cal language, is known as the parallax. In other w Jrd!:l, h,e 
should have made himself aware of the change of the earth s 
position in relation t? celestial obj.ects. It might have tr~l!bled 
him to, trigonometncally, have tned to find th~ a~g~e. m the 
triangle, whose apex was Sirius, subtended by a hne JOlUmg two 
extremities of the earth's orbit. This might have been wO.rk be
neath the august dignity of a carpent~r-god, but wellmgh as 
dignified as riding on donkeys and cursmg fig-trees. He wculd 
have found that the angle at the apex is too small to b~ appre
ciated by the nicest instrument astronomy ever had at Its com
mand althouO"h the instruments now in the hands of modern 
astrodomers ;ould appreciate the angle were it so much as one 
second or the 300mh part of a degree. Therefore it has b~en 
concluded tbat, at the very least, Sirius is 19,200,000,000 mIles 
distant from the earth. Christ flying for 1,884 years-at the rate 
of I 000 miles an hour-will, by . this time, have flown about 
I 6,5~3,840.000 miles, so that he is many millions of miles fr~m 
Sirius! Sirius, indeed, is quite at our own doors compared \vIth 
the remote star system (30 Doradus) which the telecope of Sir 
John Her::ichell disco~ered in the Magellanic .clouds of the 
southern celestial hemIsphere. The late Dr. NIchol, pro,fessor 
of astronomy in the University of Glasgow, represents us as m the 
centre of a ~~here whose circumference is 35,000 t~me~ a~, ~ar 
from us as SUIUS, and asserts that, even beyond that clrcUlt, m
finity, boundless infinity, stretches unfathomed forever." But 
neither in the MaO"ellanic clouds, nor in the remotest star-dust 
system, has the tel~scope descried one vestige of the kingdom of 
heaven or one plume of an angel's wing. 

S~ much for· the journey Christ set hims:If on t~e day?e 
flew from Olivet. I have shown how many mIles he IS now dIS
tant from Olivet, if he has been flying ever since, summer and 
winter, day and night, at the rate of a C3nnon ball. I have not, 
in my calculation, allowed him a single halt to thrash anyone 
with whip-cords, or thrust any Chorazin to hell. Do you. say I 
am too irreverently literal? I ask you, in all candor and faIIn~ss, 
if you do not wish me to believe that Christ really flew" up m
to heaven" from the Mount of Olives, what do you desire me to 
believe? Did he not fly, but only. appear to do so, .and thereby 
delude hig dupes like a Cheap-Jack, with some slelght-of-hand 
and a juggler's trick? He must have done the one or the other, 
or the scripture lies. Take your alternative. . Do not ~vade.me 
by asserting he was a "spirit" of which you and ~ ~now noth~n.g. 
If he w.;!re God incarnate, he had a body. Spmt or no SpIrIt, 
the beoying of a human body into the air i~ necessar!lr linked 
with the concepts of force and space and tIme. Splfl.t or no 
spirit, if he to')k his body with him, he must have ta~en ~t at ~he 
rate of so many knots an hour. If he did not take It WIth hIm, 
he is no more clothed with humanity than are the other members 
of the Trinity. Has he yec overtaken Enoch and Elijah, who 
also flew to heaven, having a good start of him? Are the whole 
three still flying through space, like rival hawks in falconry, and 
ejaculating, 

" Deil tak' the hindmost, on they drive? " 

o priests of ,Iae dOJmed faith, your Christianity is only a 
paradigm of insanity, and your church a synonym for ~ mad
house. Civilization, indeed-we a civilized people! It IS only 
civilized lunlcy that can interest itself in the exploits of a flying god. 

. tlBy Saladin, editor of the A..gnostic. Journal. 

But the curious fact in regard to Chrbt's flying to heaven-
another fact upon which clergymen never preach-is his having 
flown twice to heaven, at two different times, and from two dif
ferent places at least fifty mile3 aplft! Mark and. Luke make 
the ascension occur on the day of the resurrectlOn; and the 
Mount ofOlives, quite close to Jerusalem, has been fixed upon 
as the perch from which the divine aeronaut flew. But, ac~or~
ing to Matthew, he first appeared to the eleven at a mou~tam .m 
Galilee, the nearest point in G.llilee being about fifty mIles dIS
tant from Olivet! Of course, both accounts must be true; they 
are both alike inspired by the Holy Ghost. He flew to heaven 
from Olivet on the day of the resurrection; but, several days 
after he appeared to the eleven on a mountain in Galilee. Con
sequ~ntly, as I have said, his ascent mu:,t h.;:l.Ve bee~ accom
p~ished from two different places. an~ at two dulerent. tImes. In 
other words he went to heaven m pIecemeal or by Instalments. 
Not having'stalted from earth at the same lime, the two instal
ments could hardly reach heaven at the same time. It would be 
exceedino-Iy awkward, if, when he went to sit down at the right 
hand of the father he found that the sitting-down portion of him 
had not yet al ri;ed. All this is, of course, re~ark~bly .easily 
understood and believed; and anyone who beheves It WIll be 
" saved." 

"Palestine was one of the countries most in arrear in the 
science of the day; the Galileans were the most ignorant of all 
the inhabitants of Palestine, and the disciples of Jesus might be 
reckoned among the most stupid Galileans." 

"That some of the Christian legends were deliberate forgeries 
can scarcely be questioned; the principle of pious fraud appeared 
to justify the mode of wor~ing on th: I?opu~ar I:?ind; it was ad
mitted and avowed. . . The ChrIstIan lIved m a supernatural 
world' the notion of the divine power, the perpetual interference 
of th~ deity, the agency of the countless invisible beings which 
hovered over mankind, was so strongly impressed upon the be
lief that every extraordinary, and almost every ordinary, incident, 
became a miracle, every inward emotion a suggestion, either of 
a good or an evil spirit. A mythic period was thus gradually 
formed in which reality melted into fable, and invention uncon
sciously trespassed on the province of history," 

The form'er of these two quotations is from Ernest Renan, the 
latter from the Rev. Dean Milman. They form the padlock and 
the key to the mystery of the origin and growth of Christianity. 
The creed originated amid the exceptionally credulous ignorance 
of the Jews, and grew amid the pious frauds of the more grossly 
superstitious among the Gentiles. Under Constantine, for state 
reasons it was invested with the purple of empire; and it takes 
many c~nturies for Truth, poor and in rags, to slay Error, dressed 
in purple and fine· linen. At last, however, truth has gained a 
vantao-e-ground from which victory is almost within her grasp. 
At la~ she can thus fearlessly assault religious fabJes without 
atoning for her temerity in religious dungeons, or chained to a 
stake amid the red and angry swirl of religious flames. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and. \Vashington : 
Dayton .... W. T., Aug .... 24, 25, Hillsboro, ...... Or.,Sept., .... 27, 
Pomeroy .. W. T., Aug ........ 26, North Yamhill ... Or., Sept. 28, 29, 
La Grande, Or .... Aug ........ 29, Forest Grove"' ... " " .... 30, 
Union .....Or. " ........ 30, Ranier.........." Oct. ... 5, 6, 
Baker City, Or. Sept. ....•.. I, Stella, ........ 'V.T., " ..... 7, 
r,ro~ker City, Or., " .....•. 2, 3, Portland ...... Or., " 12,13,14, 
Prairie City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. Brownsville..." " .... 16, 

5· 6. 7, " . Eugen~ ...... " .17, 18, 
Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9, 10, Coburg ......." ". J9, 20, 
Long Creek. , .... " " I 1,12, Talent...... .." ".22, 23, 
Hamilton ........ " 14,15, Linkville ...... " "25,26,.27, 
Monument ..... , Or., Sept. 16,17, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
Hay Stack ...... " ." 18, of November, 
Lone Rock .•••.• " " 19,20, San Diego and vicinity the month ot 
Fossil ........... " " 21,22, December. 

. "The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

"Rob!rt Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 centi . 
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SABBATH AND SUNDAY. 

The" American Sabbath Union," says the Portland Oregonian, 
wants a law enacted to enforce abstenti'on from labor on Sunday. 
Though the Union itself professes to observe the day as a re
ligio!ls duty. in. compliance with the command of the almighty, 
as given through Moses, it wishes the state to command its ob
servance as "a rest day," solely as a measure of secular policy, 
for the physical and moral well-being of the body of the people. 
Observed in this way, however, Sunday will not be a sacred day. 
It will merely be a holiday, and this, in fact, with very great 
numbers is its significance now. . 

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, in 'his sermons on the subject, says: 
"The right arm of the Union's work is to promote the religious 
Sabbath, the left arm is to preserve the civil Sabbath. The re
ligious Sabbath treats Sunday work and dissipation as sins against 
God; the civil Sabbath considers tbem only as crimes against 
man." This is not an ingenuous way of putting the statement. 
It is found impossible ~o enforce the doctrine that non-observ
ance of Sunday is ~ sin against God, and now there is an effort 
to gain the point through indirection, by making failure to keep 
Sunday as a day of rest a crime against man. 

But if the state is not to enforce observance of Sunday as a 
sacred day, it cannot possibly make non-observance of Sunday a 
crime. It can appoint Sunday as a day of weekly rest, a holiday 
after the manner of other holidays; but if the day of weekly rest 
stands on this ground it may be observed or not, as persons may 
or may not wish to observe it. \Ve have now many holidays, 
but their observance is merely voluntary. The state, unless it 
forms an alliance with the church to declare non-observance of 
Sunday a sin against God, has no more ground for its command 
to men to rest on the Sunday holiday than on the Christmas 
holiday; and, in fact. since the requirements of modern. life 
make it desirable, and even necessary, that many activities shall 
continue without interruption of holidays or rest days, the peo
ple, or a majority of them, would not want the proposed Sunday 
law enforced, and hence it would not be enforced. A great 
many persons now rest on Sundays; some rest on other days of 
the week as convenience or opportunity allows; and a great 
many of us would rest not only one day in the week, but seven 
days in the week, if we could. Necessity, in one form or an
other, drives most of us to work and keeps us at it. From this 
necessity the state never can relieve us. We rest when we can, 
and work because we can't help it. 

There can be no dispute over the historical origin either of 
the Jewish Sabbath or Christian Sunday. How far either is 
" sacred" must be left to individual feeling, and this again de
pends on temperament, education, reading, and thought. We 
know how the Jewish Sabbath originated; the book of Deuter
onomy gives us a positive statement. The people of Israel were 
commanded to "keep the Sabbath day" in commemoration of 
the fact that God had delivered them from servitude in the land 
of Egypt; and th~ account we hav'e in the book of Genesis of the 
creation, written probably 500 years after the deliverance from 
Egypt, and after the Sabbath had long bE>en established amon.g 
the Jews, states that God "rested on the seventh day and sanctI
fied it." The week was a very ancient division of time; there is 
reason to believe that the Israelites derived it from Chaldea dur
ing their sojourn there and before they went down into Egypt, 
and the Chaldeans, the earliest astronomers, based it on the 
seven planetary bodies then known, including the sun and moon, 
and a day of the week was made sacred to each.. During the 
latter part of the period of their sojourn in Egypt the people of 
Israel had been oppressed with grievous servitude. They had 
been forced to work under task-masters without rest or holiday, 
and when they recovered their liberties after the exodus, it was 
natural that they should seek and receive a re~elation authoriz
ing and commanding them to rest one day III seven. Moses 
presented as from Jahveh, the God of Israel, the command the 
people w~nted, and the Sabbath ,~as !ixed. in th~ constitution of 
the Jewish state. We make constItutIOns III a dIfferent manner 
now. They had no constitutional conventions then; Moses went 
up to Sinai and brought the co?stitution back. Attested by 
lightning and thunder, that deeply Impressed a people wholly un

accustomed to such phenomena, the constitution was received 
and adopted, not as from the ., Supreme Ruler of the universe," 
as the convention at Olympia put!f it, but as from the local and 
tribal god of Israel, a god who was for Israel all the time, and 
against everybody else. 

The Christian world has changed the sacred day, the day of 
rest, from Saturday to Sunday. For this change there is not 
even the semblance of divine authority that appears in the 
sanction of the Jewish Sabbath. Nowhere in the New Testament 
is the substitution of Sunday for Saturday as "the Sabbath" 
authorized or enjoineQ.. The first day of the week, or Sunday, is 
mentioned only eight times in the New Testament, and in none 
of the texts is there the least hint that the day wa,s sacred, or was 
thereafter to be so considered. In one place in the New Testa
ment mention is made of a religious meeting held on the first 
dav of the week, and there is no doubt that during the early years 
of Christianity these meetings became frequent. Jesus was be
lieved to have risen on that day, and these meetings were held 
chiefly in commemoration of the resurrection. But throughout 
the New Testament the seventh day of the week is uniformly 
called the Sabbath, and there is no command for the observance 
of the first day of the week as a holy or sacred day. The au
thority for such observances rests partly on a usage of the early 
church, but chiefly on a decree of the Emperor Constantine who, 
in the year 32 I, when that union was made between church and 
state which the world has ever since been trying to sever, 
ordained the union of the worship of Christ with the worship of 
Apollo, and commanded" rest on the venerable day of the sun." 

Sun worship, symbolized by the worship of Apollo as the goj 
of the sun, was common throughout the Roman empire. The 
first day of the week, or Sunday, was the day devoted to this 
heathen worship. This form of idolatry was almost universal 
throughout the ancient world. In Gibbon's History, chapter xx, 
we read: "The devotion of Constantine was peculiarly directed 
to the genius of the sun, the Apollo of Greek and Roman my
thology; and he was pleased to be represented by the symbols of 
the god of light and poetry. The unerring shafts of that deity, 
the brightness of his eyes, his laurel wreath, immortal beauty and 
elegant accomplishments, seemed to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were covered with the 
votive offerings of Constantine; and the credulous multitude 
were taught to believe that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the visible majesty of their tutelar deity; and 
that, either waking or in a vision, he was blessed with the aus
picious omens of a long and virtuous reign. The sun was uni
versallyaccepted as the invincible guide and protector of Con
stantine." 

The emperor, therefore, commanded the observance of the 
day devoted to the worship of the sun, not as the Sabbath, which 
it was not, but under its old astronomical and heathen title, Dz'es 
Sobs, or the day of the sun, which it was. It was a piece of state
craft, designed as a means of uniting the worship of Christ with 
the worship of Apollo, and Constantine stamped on his coins the 
name of one and the image of the other. The idea was to create 
harmony in the empire by making it appear that the religions 
differed little from each other, and were in fact essentially the 
same. 

Historically, therefore. the observance of Sunday is an out
growth of sun worship. Having seen the origin of the observ
ance of the seventh day of the week as a holy day, the manner 
of the change from the seventh day to the first day and the rea
son therefor, we may be able to get a juster estimate of the 
assertion that it is a sin against God to do anything on Sundays 
for which our ecclesiastical teachers have not granted us a dis
pensation. The other part of the argument, that men work too 
assiduously and therefore that a weekly rest-day should be or
dained by law, may seem to superficial observation quite another 
thing; but in fact it has its origin in a desire to cause the state to 
support the church in the claim that non-observance of Sunday 
is a sin against God. But for this and for their desire to have 
the day all their own, the ministers of our "Sabbath Union" 
would care little whether working people had one day's rest in a 
week, or not. Very probably they would even exhort us against 
the sin of idleness, when we proposed a rest-day for ourseh'es. 
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ELIMINATION OF INCONSTANT FACTORS. 

. In endeavoring to ascertoain the cause of any given class of 
effects the rule of logic is, to eliminate, among the many inter
minO'I~d factors each one of which is suspected of being the cause, 
thos~ factors that are inconstant. The remaining constant factor, 
present in all cases, is pl~inly the cause. N~\~, ,an .effect whose 
cause we wish to ascertam IS, our present CIVIlIzatIOn. So we 
must examine all the countries in which civilization is present, 
and eliminate all the factors that are by chance present in some 
countries but not in others; that is, inconstant. The remaining 
constant factor, present in all countries, will plainly be the cause. 

The honor of being the cause of our civilization is claimed by 
Christians for their religion, and also by Rationalists for Free
thouO'ht and material development. Application of the logical 
method gives a test that is decisive. On the cone hand, every 
country that has civilization has Freethought and material devel
opment, commenced to get civilization not when it had merely 
Christianity but when it commenced ~o. ,get. Fr~ethought ~nd 
material development, and now has CIVIlIzatIOn m degree Just 
proportioned to its degree of Freethoug~t and materia! ~e~el~p
ment. On the other hand, those countnes that have Chnstlamty 
only, an~ h~ve not. ~=ee~hought a?d. ~aterial d~velo~ment, 
remain stIll wIthout CIvIlIzatIOn. ChnstIamty, then, IS an mcon
stant factor, and is not the cause; Freethought and material 
development, then, is a constant factor, a,nd is t~e cause. 

IlavinO' made the general statements, It remams to name the 
particula~ facts in proof. To name the c~untries that hav.e 
civilization, along with Freethought and matenal development, IS 
unnecessary; the list is len~~thy, a?~ .we. all kn?w the,?,. "F0 
name the countries that are wIthout cIvIhzatIOn, havmg ChnstIamty 
but not Freethought and material development, is what we will 
now proceed to do. 

There are two such countries, and they afford us excellent test 
cases. One is Spain. Her situation, on a peninsula, the only 
contiguous country being France, with whom she has always 
had a hostility that prevented the introdllctio~ of French or other 
improvements, has helped to preserve. her Isolated from. o~her 
nations. The other cause of her isolatIOn has been her relIgIOUS 
bigotry. At all events, here she has bee~ isolated for centuries. 
All this time she has been the most mtensely, fiercely, hotly 
Christian nation in the world' Has this Christianity of which 
they boast produced in her civilization? No. She is a semi-
barbarous country to-day. . 

Abyssinia is the next example. ~hristianity ,~as introduced 
there in the year 300. It has flourished luxu~Iantly. .It. has 
caused the Abyssinians to rave, kneel, pray, crmge, split mto 
sects, kill, persecute, and tell lies about one another. In shor.t, 
it has had all its legitimate effects. But owing to the geographI
cal situation of Abyssinia, Freethought and material civilization 
did not get in, and to-day the Abyssinians are savages. 

Besides these two countries, a late dispatch from Paris calls 
our attention to another that will probably serve as an example: 

PARIS, July 16.--A letter has been rec~ived by th~ Paris ~eograph
ical Society announcing that Count TelekI, who a. whIle ago dIscovered 
the big lake Basso.Narok in east central Africa, found a Christian tribe 
to the north of this lake. They live about three hundred miles south. 
west of Abyssinia. No white man or native missionary has ever been 
among them as far as they know, an~ Count Teleki is t.he first t? gi~e 
any information about them. He belIeves that at some dIstant penod In 

the past they have had relations with the Christian Abyssinians. About 
eight hundred years ago a princes~ ?f the Jewish faith drove O?t•. the 
reigning dynasty in northern ~byssmIa, and for a century t~e Chn~.Ians 
were bitterly persecuted. It IS th~!lght probable that dunng thI~ ~ra 
some Abyssinian families esca~d .to,the so?-th. and founde~ Chnstlan 
colonies, from whom sprung the Chnstlan natIves whom Te-Iekl has found 
surrounded on all sides by paganism. Their religion is a very debased 
form of Christianity. but considerable New Testament history has been 
handed down to them in traditions, and they have a priesthood, the cross, 
and other emblems of Christianity. 

Now are these savages in any degree elevated above surround
ing tribes? Does the explorer say he finds in them the arts and 
sciences of civilization? If Christianity produces all such good 
things, why has it not produced them there ?Why the remark
able exception? Why do we not read of the explorer, astounded, 
emerging from encircling tribes of low negro trash sunk in their 
wicked' heathen beliefs, to a state of towers and palaces, learning 

and justice, triumphant proof to· be thundered at us from pulpits? 
Information of some such thing is sadly wanted.-Truth Seeker. 

THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONGRESS. 
The next annual Congress of the American Secular Union will 

be held in Philadelphia, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Octo
ber 25, 26, and 27, 1889. It is deemed expedient to hold this 
meeting where our society was organized in 1876, and where the 
so-called "National Reform Association ,. has its headquarters, 
and has recently held an important convention, and for many 
historic and other reasons. 

All charter and life members, all vice-oresidents, all chairmen 
of state executive committees, and all duly accredited delegates 
from local Secular societies are entitled to seats and votes in this 
Congress. Each local society is entitled to send its president, 
secretary, and three other delegates. Annual members by pay
ment of one dollar are entitled to seats: 

Particulars as to the place of meeting, speakers, and their sub
jects, etc., will be announced hereafter. . 

R. B. WESTBROOK, PreSIdent, 
E. A. STEVENS, Secretary, E. B. FOOTE, JR., Ch. Ex. Com. 
M. A. FREEMAN, Ch. Fin. Com. OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treas. 

Buckle's Four Propositions. 

I ha.ve endeavored, says Buckle, in his" History of Civiliza
tion" to establish four leading propositions, which, according to 
my ~iew are to be deemed the basis of the history of civilization. 
The" ar~-I. That the progress of mankind depends on the 
succ~ss with which the laws of phenomena are investigated, and 
on the extent to which a knowledge of those laws is diffused. 
2. That before such investigation can begin, a spirit of skepti
cism must arise, which, at first aiding the investigation, is after
ward aided by it. 3. That the discoveries thus made increase 
the influence of intellectual truths, and diminish relatively, not 
absolutely, the influence of. moral truths; moral truths being 
more station:uy than intellectual truths, and receiving fewer ad
ditions. 4. That the great enemy of this movement, and there
fore the great enemy of civilization, is the protective spirit; by 
which I mean the notion that society cannot. prosper unless the 
affairs of life are watched over and protected at nearly every turn 
by the State and the Church; the State teaching men what the 
are to do, and the Church teaching them what they are to believe. 

A Logical Necessity. 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
Inclosed you will find $2 to pay for my subscription to FREETHOUGHT, 

and 10 cents for "The Glory of Infidelity." 
Your paper has become a necessity to me, and I won't do without it 

as long as I can pay for it: I wish I had $20 to send, to help along the 
glorious cause of Freethought. WM. SHERMAN. 

East Portland, Or. 

Why He Cannot Subscribe. 
70 the Editors of Free/hought: 

I am in receipt of your letter; also of copy of FREETHOUGHT. You 
state the importance of sustaining the Liberal papers, towhich I certainly 
agree. You suggest that I subscribe and aid in obtaining subscriptions, 
with which I would 'comply gladly if I could. I think FREETHOUGHT 
one ofour best and ablest Liberal papers. But I am now sixty-one years 
of age, almost, and have devoted my life chiefly to reform- anti.slavery, 
when it cost much to oppose slavery; woman suffrage, anti.Mormonism, 
free trade, and the like. I have sacrificed much in opposing the silly 
superstitions of the church, which were much more popular when I was 
young than they are now. I am at present a farmer. And farmers were 
never so poor as now. Tariff taxes on his supplies take all that he can 
earn. He sells his crops in a free-trade market and buys supplies taxed 
from 25 to 150 per cent. The Eastern manufacturing states are booming 
with prosperity, while agriculture is robbed and being crushed out for 
the benefit of trusts and monopolies. I am t00 poor to take the Liberal 
papers-yours among others-much to my regret. 

Muskotah, Kan. Very respectfully yours, A. J. GROVER. 
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SOMETHIl{G NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTION OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AXD MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societje~1 

For S~hools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice .......................... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & C 0'1 
Manufctcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
iUanila, Book, 1v~~ws, I:fardware, Wrapping 

. PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and Sa~ Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

w. M. HINTON '& CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET J 

Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14, kara.~ Gold Scarf Pin .............................$ 4 0 
IJ I;a at .Golll. sma I Sb:6 Hadge Pin ..... . ~ ... .. . ..... 2 00 
lot karat G,)H. small size Ba,dge Pin.................. 2 75 
Ii kara~ UI)lu, sWilll size Badge Pill with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Uadge i>in............... . ...... 3 00 
14 kara.t G.)1I1. L~uge Badge Pin .................. . .. . 4 00 
10 karat Go11. :S.ltaU Vilanll (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat G,lld. Sma. I Charm (for watch chain) . .... ,. 4 50 
Iv karat (hid, Lar';6 Cllarm (for watch cha.in)....... 5 .CO 
J4 karat Go1.1, Large Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 600 
14 karat UJld, La.r~e Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a fnil-bodie-l diamond, F.('t so that it may be 
cleaned from til(} reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent tl} any 31ltlress, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre
ented or mon y r~fnllded, address,

PU'fNAM &, MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

VOLTAIREIS ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, th.ough it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

.12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

FRE·ETHOUGHT 

Early Western Journalism. 
[The following, from the New York 

Graphic, is a good story in itself, and be
sides has for one of its principal characters 
a gentleman who i::; now well known in the 
Liberal ranks, the Hon. Joseph \Volff.] 

When \VilIiam N. Bvers the Colorado 
pioneer of journalism," firs; started in to 
print the Rock" Mountain News he had a 
pretty tough time of it and .experiences 
lively enough to suit a Ute Indian agent. 

News was plentiful enough, and it was 
not generally supposed that the press would 
make any editorial attacks upon the citizens 
of Auraria, as Denver was then called; so 
one day when Byers found fault editorially 
with the killing of a Mexican by Charles 
Harrison, a gambler, the latter's friends, 
fully armed, gathered about and made an 
attack upon the log house occupied by the 
News. The editor and his reporters and 
type-setters were so surprised at the sudden
ness of the attack that they did not have 
time to make any resistance. 

Editor Byers was taken captive to Harri 
son's saloon, called the" Criterion." The 
crowd wanted to kill him on the spot, and 
knives and pistols were flourished in his 
face. Harrison had once been a Mason, 
and knew that Byers was a member of the 
fraternity, so, under the pretense of taking 
him into a side room to talk, he got him 
out of the place altogether. 

Byers was plucky enough, for he ran for 
his office, and, arming all hands, laid low 
for the enemy, who came fast enough, and 
a lively combat took place and one man 
was killed. . 

It \\:as just about this time that the Hon. 
Joseph Wolff, of Boulder, Col., who was a 
good printer and a handy man about an 
office, arrived in town from Omaha via a 
freight train. 

He was dead broke, and he made at once 
for the News office and asked for the boss. 
Byers, seated on a barrel, was pointed out 
to him. 

"\Vant any hands?" asked Joe, leaning 
against the door. 

"That depends," said Byers, without 
looking up. 

., Depends on what?" 
"Can you shoot?" 
" You bet." 
" Will you?" .. 
"Of 	course." . 
"Well, then," said the editor, getting off 

the barrel, "here's a rifle and there's a case 
-go to work." 

"What'll I do first," asked Wolff, "kill 
somebodv or throw in a case?" 

Byers ~ent to the window, leaned well 
out, looked up and down carefully, and then 
turning back, said: 

"I guess you'll have time to throw in a 
handful." 

Tu~t about this time the office was in a 
~ 

state of siege, and to write and print what 
Byers wrote and printed at that time re
quired a greater amount of moral courage, 

·It 

Ior wh~t is more comm?nly ca.lled ~enre, 
than IS possessed by JournalIsts of the 
present day. 

Many threats were made and more than 
one combat took place, but the editor came 
out a~ead~ and always stu.ck to the para
graph In hiS salutatory, whIch read: "Our 
?our~e is marked out. \Ve will adhere to 
It, WIth steadfast and fixed determination to 
spea~, write, and publish the truth, and 
nothmg,~ut the truth, let it work us weal 
or woe. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif· 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by , 
steam and, as I firmly believe, wilI remedy all' 
the defects in other family driers -especially ' 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and undtr
stand well. , 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of oper:ation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
oast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RAT ION A L COM M U N ISM I 

The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy' 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country ~ 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, an(l he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is viO'
orusly written. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. l:> 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.--THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism . by "Jefferson." 

Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNAl\[ & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S 
-AND-

G' dell Th 
Irar 0 ege 

An Expose 

WILL 

I 
eo ogy. 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D;D.,LL.D• 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


. iIJlpart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dpI ·epsia. promote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels •. Ask your dealer for them. Agt:ncy with J. O. Scott, 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb B 
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RElIrA~Ks-Th~ aboye is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testiUlolllals received from all parts of the Unite~ States

A Short History of the Bible. from young, middld ·aged and elderly men, sllffenng froni· Men, Wom6n, and Gods. various kinds of sexlla~ co.mplaints, but who a e now cured 
Being a popular account of the for C d by m>: Extem~l Applicatl~n, the greatest of all known

By Helen H. Ganlener. Introduction by Robert Ina IOn an remedies for thiS class of dl~eases. AS I am an out and-outI 
Development of the Canon. By BronsOIl C. Lib~ral I trust the Freetlllnkers of t~e ~nd will give mo 

G. Ingersoll. Pnce, 50 cents. Keeler. Price. So cents, thel! patronage, and not waste the1%' time and money on 
. Christian doctolll..· ...DR. FELLOWS. 

WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL·WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL·GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in ql\ality and price.. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b::en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver cas~, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face,. dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.5°; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled .cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAl\IONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approyal, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS . ....:...i\ specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Sdect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Rest Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Gla~ses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs; $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

THE POSTMAsTER-,GENERAL-" Did you 
enjoy the Sabbath, your excellency?" The 
President-" Oh, yes; the fish bit like-ah 
-" The Postmaster-General (coming to 
the rescue)-" I hope you caught a great 
many of them, your excellency? Fishes 
that are so wicked as to bite on Sunday de
serve to be eaten, I am sure."-Puck. 

THE VOICE OF THE THIES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 

Clear, Concise, Sparkling, Helpful. 

"Nationalism," by Edward Bdlamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss 

the Founder of the Order. ' 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
" Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Fn:deric A. 

Hinkley. . 
"The Function of the Stale," by EdwinD. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

~Price for all, only 20 cents . .d!j 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., B:>ston. 
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"A REMARKABLE BO·OK " AAYSDR.EADON,. , of Edinhurgh, Scot
.\; ~ ,~rr':,G:~v~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1 :;,tn::, ~~6J ~.l(?~I;~:f~ctt~e.r~~ 
114."r·ut" Ilo:-i .. ty. 1&. 1. 'H~ 'V . at:II'U I"r.:, a .nd Tery In.a.ructlve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.ar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rOYen by the aale of lIalr R lIIlIlio,. to be the m(lst popula R 
Readable IJecanse written in lanllu~e plain, chasle, amI Jurcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation-of 'l!tld ical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 
Valuable 00 invalids, lIhowing new mean~· by which tf:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYSICians, clergymen, crit-\::H. and literat I 
T hcrough treatmrnt of 6ubjecLB especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know. you know," Will find it interestin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEAT·URE Just introduced, consists of a 1M)r1.A N EW· 

• ot beautiful 4·olol·4."d unntCl~ 
l~nl ~bnrt•• infive colurs.. guaranta.'<1r:-u~~eriQr to any;before oift,red in a iA>~ • 
ular phYliiologiCtll book. arid rendering it R!<"o.in the mOl:!t attractive and-quick

seUiilg AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I RollI the fir.;t six book! in two 
holU's. .. Many agents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. BenMor terma. • 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£lUl. M01tJ.hlllo 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print and illnstrations., the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW Jerk. 


many
be 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent s~aled 

~a~d~h:i-;>y~'u~a~ Nu~Lfd~!~~~~~:t~AND, NEW J llRSEY' 

[From th~ Washin~t~>n National View.] 
l)~. Fellows. of VlU~land. New Jersay offers his valuahle 

Se!VlCeS to !;lot! those. I~ .need of a kind, symp.\thet.c and 
skillf~l. physI~lan. Siwillar a?-vertisements from unreliable 
practitIOners have been. a~sail~d and e;xposed by the press, 
~ut•.Dr. FellC?wd, a speclah~t, m hIS hne, stands foremust 
10 hl~ profeSSIOn, and.the encomiums showered UD JJl him 
puljh?ly as we~l .as In prlva~e. are Jiattering evidences of 
t~e high apvreclatlOll and ,?onf.ide~ce ~!s long and consc.en
~IOUS dev~llon to ~iS speCl~I~les m hiS profession have so 
Justly merIted for lum. and It IS safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI~ERTY, 0., Aug. ]2, ]838. 

. DR.~. P: FELl.OWS-Dear S1%': The remedy you sent 
~s workmg like a cbarm. I am completely surprised the way
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week. 
a}ld that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out all 
right. YOlu'S respectfully, J. 11.. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the mc,st successful (in
specialty) as his IJractire w,11 
surely prove. The 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
east:s of young and 
aged men sllch as 
weakness. impotency, &C., 
sulting from indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. TLose who 
are ailmg should send tell (Iu 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting furth 
external Application-

A. POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times Its cost, and should 

tfo~a~\~~ !ffil~fe~of;~:!lie~: 
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A Sdf-S;\crificmg Convert. 

\Vill S. Green of the Colusa Sun tells the 
foHo\ving anecdote: "Something over forty 
years ago we were in Tennessee, when a 
Mormon preacher came' along. . He was 
preaching away with no effect, utitil some 
people concluded it would be a good thing 
to duck. him in the creek one cold day. 
This enli:ited the sym path)' of a wealthy 
man of the neighborhood, who invited the 
Mormon to come to his house to preach. 
In a couple of weeks he had converted the 
wife of his host and her 5ister, and from 
that it spread, until when he left he took, 
away quite a colony. The gentleman who! 
had taken the Mormon in loaded up some 
wagons full of goods for his wife, who with 
her sister was' sealed' to the preacher, gave 
her some money and told her to go. The 
legblature of Tennessee being in session, 

THE LATEST 


". 


he went down, got a special Act for divorce, BUSINESS SUIT.S FOR....................................................$25.00 

and in less than a month he was married DRESS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 

again and going on as though nothing had PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

happened: T.his man's wife wanted to take Sampies forwarded on Appl ication 
a negro gIrl with her, but he would not con- • 

sent unless the preacher would promise to I C~.A.S.·F. :a-U:Fl.G-lVL.A.N". 

'seal' her abo, and under that promise lhe i 

girl went. When y~u have got a man'::; 
sympathy you have half converted him. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is t~e best pr.~sentatio? of .the. ar
gument agamst God m the ConstItutIon, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:-
Pdce, I 0 cents; three copies, 2 scents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

TAILOR, 

--101 FIFTH STREET 101-

Pi\CIFIC CiiRRIAGE C{). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLIVER ICINCKLIf,Y SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
. , 

N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order; Perfect fit guaranteed. Re-

Showing that there is no authority for the pairing ne~tly done.. I Invite the readers of this 
Sunday laws. either Human or 

"Divine-." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
. b:·. the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address . 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 

paper to glve me a tnal. JAS. A. REED, 
375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. CIIAS. W. CLARK

D I A M 0 ND VALLEY 
NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 


Gatalpas tor Timber Oulture a 
Specialty. 

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

unacquainted with the character of the Orders Filled hnd Delivered on Short Notice. 
. 1 P' dIconfeSSlOna . nce, ~ I .50. 

Add h' ffi 
ress t IS 0 ceo 

~THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between GJadsto'le, Huxley, Mulle;, Linton 
Ileville· on .the Con1lict betweeD GeJl~if aDd Geolog
hiee, 60 couti. 

Special Attention Given to Planting. 
and Carmg of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 

Address CLARK BROS., 
P.O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. 

REMSBURG's "W"ORKS. 

F'alse Claims. irice 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
}{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. . 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices ~anc
tioned by ::;cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.t>rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discqunt on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~This is the best and most 
thorough work ev~r written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Law!; ., Prir.e. 2~ cents: 6 conies. II 

- WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Prke, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the PULItic SChl'O;S
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 

'ITHE GLO~Y er
~ OF IQI1IDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

f( The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 
• 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address ,PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S -W-ORKS'1 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: ." The Gods/: "~u~; 
boldt," "Thomas Pame, '.' "Indlvlduahty, 
and "Heretics and HeresIes.!' 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents;. cloth, $1.25· 
Cont~nts: "The Ghosts," "LIberty. for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," ."The }{~v. Alex~nder 
Clark," "The Past ~lses before Me LIke a 
Dre~~," and "A Tnbute to Eben C. Inger
sol1. 

Some Mistakes of .Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 
, cloth, $1 25. n 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
'Cf!nt,; 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll,
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
. , $1 per dozen, postpaid. ~ . 

Ingersoll Catechlsed: His' Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi· 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York ObuYVn-. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. 'Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible What Is It? A pamphlet containing 

eight ciulpters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents: 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
corning of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

T emperanc,e and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

':iets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth,50 cts. Address this office 

AN old lady, very devout but inclined to 
look on the dark side of life, told a visitor 
that perhaps not more than two persons in 
the village would be saved, at the final 
reckoning-herself and the minister, and 
she had her doubts about the minister. 

The Winning Hand 

Tell me not of hands heroic, 
Battling for our fellow-men; 

OCthe helping hand of woman, 
Or the hand that wields the pen; 

Nor the hand that beats the carpet 
On the back-yard fence unfurled; 

For the hand that beats four aces 
Is the hand that beats the world! 

FREETIIOUGlfT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S VVORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was mad. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculptur~ The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburlt. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative 5park is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth. $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 

, power; breezy from first page to lnlit with 
the liYll~ spirit of to.day."-7ohn SWill/Oil'S 
p-~ 

Why Don't He Lend. a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

~dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is tolt1 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr• 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Univ~ru, 
San Francisco. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. FOQu's Heallh 
Afo]tlhly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth, reading."-Boslon 
Inrustil'ator. 

?romt;mt:u~ ~ A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Henry 
~v. B~l/ows. Q 

Gottlieb: His Life' or Love Triumphant. A 
Rom'ance of Earth, l-ieaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this si~ple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."- Elmina Drake Slm)ur. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism . 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


I 
Price 50 cents. Sold by }>utnam & Macdon. 

aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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KING HUMBERT of Italy has been excommunicated by the pope, 
so says the Venice Gazette, on account of his participation in the 
dediCation of the Bruno monument at Rome, June 9. The king 
does not complain. 

ENGLISH manufacturers of idols for heathen countries have over 
•$1,000,000 invested in the industry, which employs hundreds of 

hands; and in spite of the large sums of expended on missionary 
enterprises, Satan still some mischief finds for these idol hands 
to do. 

MR L. K. WASHBURN will probably assume the editorial chair 
of the Boston Investigator left vacant by the death of Horace 
Seaver. _ He has for some time been connected with the paper 
as lecturer and writer, .. and no better choice of editor could be 
made. 

THE clergy are anxious to serve the country. Two hundred 
and fifty of them applied for a chance to fill the vacancy in the 
corps of army chaplains which occurred August 29. The 249 
disappointed parsons will of course pray ardently that the labors 
of the successful applicant may be abundantly blessed, and per
haps they will do as much good in that way as they would if 
everyone of them had secured the post. " 

A "BUSTED" politician of Oak1and named Ayers, who had been 
pestering a prosperous politician for a job, was offered five dol
lars a day if he would stand still and keep his mouth shut. He 
accepted the proposition and put in last Saturday at his new con
tract. "The same offer should be made to the Rev. Dr. Horton 
and some of the other Oakland preachers and politicians. The 
citizens would probably be glad to make a public appropriation 
to cover the expense incurred. 

THE article in this paper by Judge Bush on the 'Washington 
Constitution deserves careful reading. It seems that the con
vention fell far short of framing a constitution sufficiently explicit 
in its provisions to prevent a practical union of church and state 
whenever an unscrupulous legir.iature chooses to bring about such 
a union. \VhiIe dealing with the matter of taxation the conven
tion should have settled th}/question forever by providing that 
all private property should pay its just share of taxes. . 

. J 

THE majority of the ministry strongly favor the prohibition 
movement and compulsory sobriety. If this is logical, it should 
be carried further, and they should entirely abandon their calling 
-which is one of moral suasion wholly-and turn their atten
tion to the lobby, in order to get laws that wi1l compel the people 
to be religious, and then compel them to be moral. When 
ChristiaJ:?,. ministers advocate compulsory Jaws for anything, they 
cease to be teachers, sink tlieir calling, and reach the level of 
politicians. 

THE Rev. William. Gleeson, a Romish priest of Oakland, de
clares that.. our public school system, as now conducted, is pro
ductive of crime against life and property. Gleeson is having a 
discussion on the school system with the Rev. Mr. Wendte, and, 
in a recent published article he charged that "the American 
public school system was instituted by the efforts of Fanny Wright, 
a Scotch irreligionist, who came to this country in 1824." Miss 
Wright came to America in 1818. We were not aware that she 

. instituted our public school system, but if she did, the Rev. Father 
Gleeson could do her no greater honor than to give that fact all 
the publicity possible. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, September I, at 8 o'clock. Thomas Curtis will speak 
on "Fifty Years of Freethought." 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Buckley has sprung out of the depths of the woods. The new 
civilization mingles with the ancient forests. Immense stumps 
are in the middle of the streets, almost big enough to live in. 
But the fires burn in the heart of them night and day and they 
are fast disappearing. When evening spreads its mantle a some
what lurid aspect is presented. One might imagine himself on 
the confines of hades. "The forked flames are leaping here and 
there in the lofty branches, while heavy volumes of smoke roll 
from the ground as if in the chambers of the earth were the 
workshops of the infernal host. But the spirit of man is here, 
the 'flower~ grow and the green grass, the cottage and the cabin 
are built, the fireside sparkles, the wheels of industry make music, 
the rattle and the thunder of the mills are heard, the great trees 
tumble down, the iron horse speeds and glitters by, and glimpses 
of a beautiful Eden are caught amid the charred masses of the 
wilderness gloom. Only a year old is this thriving little city, 
and it has the vitality of manhood already. It has come to stay. 
If it has grown in a night it has the promise of the boundless 
day. I have met nowhere with a warmer welcome or more 
genero.us friends. 

Coke Ewing is a host in himself-not only willing to do his 
share but earnest to induce others to do the same. He is an 
able enlisting officer in the ranks of Freethought. He is a lead

http:genero.us
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ing merchant of the place, but is not afraid to speak his thought 
openly, and he haslost nothing by so doing. A few such men. 
along the line would advance our movement wonderfully. They 
help to develop our forces by brave and inspiring efforts; and 
brighter hopes shine on the way of toil. 

His mother, :Mrs. R. B. Ewing, has been a Freethinker almost 
from her youth by the simple power of her own thought. Born 
upon the frontier, in the bosom of the Presbyterian church, she 
had but few books to read, or other advantages for culture. She" 
had to make her way' by innate force into the fair fields of truth. 
The first book to open her eyes was" Nelson on Infidelity," a pl~a 
for the orthodox faith. The very weakness of its arguments COIl

vinced her of the false foundations of the Christian religion, and 
from that time on she has followed the path of common sense 
and humanity. She is a noble exemplification of the· indepen
dence of womari. Five years ago she plunged into the wilder
ness-before the railroad was built, or scarcely a cabin-and 
took up a claim, and with wonderful pertinacity has held on and 
made a home. A six-foot man couldn't do any better than this 
gentle and delicate.woman, in the conquest of nature. On .the 
afternoon of Thursday, with Coke Ewing,· I wandered through 
the giant forest to this secluded domicile, about a mile-and a half 
from Buckley. \Ve go along the banks of the White river, where 
the mills are setting their swift teeth into the stubborn pines and 
cedars, that are compelled to abdicate their branching freedom 
and become boards, nothing but boards. Such is the relentless 
way of civilization. We beheld one of these m-onarchs bow its 
shaggy crown, amidst dust and turmoil, to the shuddering earth. 
It seemed cruel, and if these trees have life how they must revolt 
against this tyranny. If trees ever have it their own way I won
der what kind of revenge they will. take. In a cleared space of 
about two acres, no other dwellings in sight, is the residence of 
Mrs. Ewing, in a kind of delicious solitude, where the green and 
gray ranks hem in from the world; where· the river flashes in 
the verdant shrubbery, and not a sound can be heard save what 
the birds make, and the winds and rushing stream. Here is the 
home of Freethought; here are books and papers, and the latest 
and brightest outcome of man's genius, and mingling with the 
majesty of the unhewn forest are the fires of the human mind 
that make the wilderness bloom and blossom like the rose. 

B. F. Small, whom I met two years ago at Seattle, is still on 
the pioneer roll and finds no halting-place for thought or deed, 
and is always at the front, and keeps up good cheer. He makes 
the sparks fly, and the anvil chorus rings. Around his hospita
ble board I found the "feast of reason and flow of soul." 

Since I saw my friend last he has taken to himself a wife, and 
as neither of them believes in the" rib story," equality is the an
gel of the fireside. 

Mrs. Mary Ballard is also a woman without superstition, who 
studies the problems of life with earnest purpose and finds no use 
for the churches. . 

E. M. Goss, Robert Donaldson, Charles Harkens, Leon Emont, 
D. S. Dundas, A. D. Teuke, A. Wickersham, F. L. Clogston, E. 
VanAlstine, are on the roll of Freethought. These and many 
others have made my work at Buckley pleasant and successful. 
The lectures were largely attended. The school-house was full 
both evenings. At present there is no church building here and 
the clergy are rather scarce. They don't find a very adequate 
support. Buckley is fortunate in its vigorous infancy. But I 
suppose the grip will come ere long-the hand of priestly power. 
But in the mean time Freethought is pushing on, the sun is 

shining and the flowers are growing, and out of the heart of the 
gloomy forest this fair village is making its way to wealth and 
beauty and elegant homes, and the depths of gloom will be suc
ceeded by golgen harvest fields. 

T-he Allman brothers and other friends came over from Boise 
City, and this also has a look ahead and don't propose to trail its 
colors in the dust. 

So everything has a brilliant look. Onward and upward, over 
and through the Cascades, is my journey now. In the bright 
sunset Pasco gleams into view. and -we cross the mighty river 
which se;ems here like a vast lake stretching into misty distanceR. 
On from Pasco to: Cheney, and the moon rises and the midnight 
hour is struck before we arrive. A good sleep refreshes for the 
bright morning. I have a chance for breakfast, and a few words 
with comrade Jewell, who, unfortunately, is on a bed of sickness, 
but is cheerful as ever and won't give up the ship. The train 
starts for Davenport, but when half way there, at Medical Lake, 
the engine breaks down, and for four hours we are doomed to 
wait to the music of the solemn pines-and a melancholy music 
it is-until we hear the whistle of the locomotive that comes to 
give us a lift. I reach Davenport at about five o'clock P.M., in
stead of eleven o'clock A.M., but in plenty of time for the lecture, 
and so I submit to the delay without any expletives. My friend 
Wilson is ready to greet me, and whenever I see his face I know 
that everything is all right, and that the flag is flung to the breeze. 
In a little while I am whisked over the wild and dusty roads to 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. John Nichols, about a half mile 
from the station, on ~ gentle eminence overlooking a broad reach 
of territory, mostly uncultivated but holding the promise of a 
brilliant future. Mr. Nichols is one of the pioneers of this place 
but still a young man, and he is making an elegant home on his 
one hundred and sixty acres. He has planted twelve acres.to 
timber and the trees are growing finely, arid in a few years there 
will be a splendid grove for a Freethought picnic. Numerous 
fruit trees and vines are also flourishing, and it is demonstrated 
that this country can be made a garden to vie with any other land 
in the richness of its products. I had a delightful visit with my 
friends, who are thorough-going Liberals. . I am sorry to report 
that the little girl was sick Saturday and Sunday, and so the 
parents could not attend any of the lectures, which was a disap
pointment all round. Like our grandmother Eve, the little one 
was too fond of fruit, which, I suppose, is what the theologians 
would call" original sin." I am glad to say, however, that my 
little friend was drinking in the sunshine on Mondav morninO" 

. 0' 

a~d was evidently on the road to health. I found my jovial com
rade, Peter SeIde, hard at work raising a windmill, which is a 
great deal better than raising a prayer, and ·will do more-"raise 
the wind" and shower the parched earth. SeIde's handshake and 
laugh make one feel good all over, for certainly he takes life at 
the best, anc;I looks to the morniug and not to the night. Satur
day evening the hall is nearly full. There is an increased 
attendance 'upon, last year, although not a single clergyman was 
present, while last year I was flanked by half a dozen. _ 

. Sunday morning, amidst showers of dust, but a bright blue sky 
above, I travel to the'~ver cheerful fireside of Mr. and Mrs. Ed. 
Ramm, where the Secllla~. Pilgrim has the very best of entertain
ment, arid- can continue his"j?urney with renewed courage. Mrs. 
Ramm has been on the sick li~t for almost all the past year, but 
is now better, having visited th~.zolden atmosphere of California. 
But ill health nor anything else '~p quench her enthusiasm for 
Freethought, and Ed. Ramm is jlt~~ the same, and his house is 

http:acres.to
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good as a Mecca for the pioneers of progress. Always a genial 
company is present and there is plenty of fun. Mine host relates 
the following: "A couple of little metropolitan bootblacks had 
passed three rainy ~ayswithout a shine. One of them was pious. 
He prayed the first three days .• 'Give us this day our daily bread: 
On the fourth day it still rained, and no 'shine' and no nickel. 
As the prayerful gamin began the usual petition his companion 
nudged him, 'Say, Jimmie, put in a word for pie this time.'" 

Sunday afternoon a fair audience was present. After the lec
ture I break bread and devour other good· things at the. table of 
Mr. and l'v~rs. Robinson, who know how to make the traveler 
happy without asking a particle of grace. Also we have a little 
gathering with Mr. and Mrs. Born and their three merry children, 
and the time flies with joyous wings. In the evening the h1Il is • 
crowded and the series of lectures closes with a brighter outlook 

than ever. Davenport is rich in Liberal fellowship. They pull 

together ~ere. It makes a kind of garden of Eden for the Infi

del lecturer. There is not much up-hill work. One feels as if 


. he had plenty. of friends and that the world was moving in the 

right direction. 

The Big Bend Country, as it is called round about here, is on 
the go, indeed. A year ago I had to travel into this country thirty
six miles by team. Now one railroad is already built into 
Davenport, and another is within four miles and in less than a 
month will be in the limits of the city. The population has 
more than doubled since I was here, and a large number of 
fine dwellings and business blocks have been erected. Every
thing is favorable for quite a city, and for the development of the 
resources of the splendid agricultural country in the vicinity. 

Monday morning,. behind the magnificent team of my name
sake, John Putnam, I am whirled to his ranch, where I always 
find a royal welome. Mrs. Putnam don't exactly like to be 
reckoned an Infidel. She likes to picture the Infidel as having 
horns and hoofs and a ring in his nose, and a brass collar round 
his neck. She has a fondness for the Christian name, but is no 
more of a Christian than I am. Her father was a Universalist 
and called an Infidel in his day, and I rather think that my 
cousin is more of an Infidel than her father. Her son and 
daughter, Frank Caverno and Mrs. Connelly, are radical from 
head to foot, and so we are cousins all around. "Uncle John" 
has the vim of a pioneer and has" blazed" his own path, and has 
no use for a sky-pilot. After dinner and farewells we have to 
hasten to catch the train for Cheney. 

Our comrades of former campaigns, Frees and Anderson, 
could not be with us through all the lectures this ,time, but are 
always in trim for work. 

Mr. and Mrs. SeIde, children and grand-children, sons and 
daughters, do all make in themselves the color company of the 
grand army. 

Mr. and l\irs. Whittaker were present from Harrington, and 
they are both staunch and true. I was glad to meet them and 
place their names upon the roll 0'£ honor. 

Friend Simmons was with me on my journey to Cheney. His 
ranch is just outside the city limits, on high ground, making 
beautiful building-lots for the metropolis of the Big Bend. 

Many other friends I meet at Davenport who must be nameless 
for :want of room. Their cordial greetings and generous support 
will not be forgotten, nor the words of cheer. ·Always shall this 
bright land, where the waves of civilization touch its bosom to 
glittering promise, be a picture of hopefulness and delight, and 
in the hosts of freedom here are noble allies-devoted leaders 

who will always keep to the front-and over these breezy plains 
our banners shall never droop. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

HORACE SEAVER. 

Last Sunday afternoon, says a brief dispatch in a morning 
paper, the funeral of Horace Seaver, late editor of the Boston 
Investigator, was held in Paine Memorial Hall. Colonel Inger
soll delivered the eulogy, according to the request of the deceased. 

So passes away the oldest Liberal editor, an~ the editor of the 
oldest Liberal paper, in the world. We cannot say that he has 
passed to a higher life, because we do not know; but to us it 
seems there could be no higher life than that which he led as 
the advocate of religious liberty and the, enemy of superstition. 

Mr. Seaver left but brief records for the use of his biographers. 
He seemed averse to allowing his age to be known. He did not 
tell of his troubles, for during the past few years he suffered much 
more than the readers of his paper were permitted to know. 
In r888 a volume of selections from his writings, edited by 
L. K. Washburn, was published under the title of "Occasional 
Thoughts." It would seem that this should have included at 
least a brief sketch of the life of so remarkable a man, but it did 
not. We know, however, that in early life Mr. Seaver learned 
the printer's trade, and that as long ago as r830 he printed the 
first volume of the Investigator for Abner Kneeland; and that 
when in consequence of religious persecution Mr.. Kneeland was 
obliged to sever his 'connection with the paper, Mr. Seaver and 
his associate, Josiah P. IVfendum, assumed control of it, the one 
as editor and the other as publisher. For more ·than fifty years 
thereafter no issue of the Investigator appeared that did not con
tain something from the pen of Horace Seaver. 

In early life, we are told, Mr. Seaver married a lady with whom 
he lived in unalloyed happiness until her death. At her death, 
he dispensed with the services of a priest, and conducted the 
funeral himself. He never remarried. 

B. F. Underwood, who was a long-time acquaintance of Mr. 
Seaver, says: "His style had a natural dignity and a Ben. 
Franklin sort of simplicity. He was an admirer of Shakespeare, 
and quoted often from him in writing and speaking. Mr. Seaver was 
an eloquent and effective speaker, and had he cultivated his ora
torical and dramatic talents, and exercised them in some popular 
field, they would douJ:>tIess hav"e gained for him a reputation. 
The most touching funeral address I ever heard was one in which 
Mr. Seaver, over the dead body of a friend, paid a tribute to his 
memory. He never tired of dwelling on the great efforts of 
Webster and Phillips. The latter he thought the most polished 
and perfect orator of modern times. Mr. Seaver was a man 'of 
sim pIe habits and unostentatious life. . His naturally generous 
and charitable disposition made him ever ready to overlook the 
mistakes and infirmities of his fellowmen. Mr. Seaver's philos
ophy was that of 'common sense,' and he cared little for idealistic 
theories and metaphysical speculations. 'One world at a time' 
(an expression which Ingersoll and others have made familiar to 
the public the last few years) was Mr. Seaver's motto half a 
century ago, and he never changed it. During all these years 
the Investigator advocated' unsectarian schools, the removal of 
disabilities on account of religious beli~f, the taxation of church 
property, and the complete secularization of the state. It spoke 
out boldly for many of the reforms that have triumphed, and for 
others that have passed through the period of execration, when it 
required rare moral co~rage to give them Rupport. Even those 
who may think they have reason to regret Mr. Seaver's opposition 
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to Christian beliefs and authorities, cannot withhold admiration 
.of his character, 10ya.1ty to his convictions, and brave defense of 
many a struggling reform." 

We hope that a full and faithful account of the life and labors 
of Horace Seaver will be written and published. It would be a 
most instructive and helpful work. He perhaps did not possess 
any surpassing powers either as a writer or an orator. He did 
not achie\Te what t~ world calls great success. He held no high 
.o·ffice of position or power. Yet he had a broad and capacious 
mind, a good memory, the faculty to apply an observation where 
it would have the most force. a fidelity to facts, an equable tem
per, a ready pen, and a good address as a public speaker. He 
was as faithful as the sun, and these qualities won for him from. 
thousands the high esteem and the love which the genius and 
talent of more brilliant men has failed to gain, though applied 
to upholding sacred errors and flattering the vanity and minister
ing to the prejudices of the world. As a lesson and an inspiration 
his life is not surpassed by that of any character which this century 
has produced. 

INDIFFERENCE. 

One of the contentions of Liberalism is that vicarious atone
ment is immoral, and that a person who shifts to the shoulders of 
another the burden which he should bear himself is neglecting 
his duty and shirking his responsibility, and is what in commercial 
language is known as a "beat." A good many men get through 
the world by beating their way from the cradle to the grave 
There are an equal number who are willing to enjoy all the 
blessings of civilization and of liberty without doing anything for 
the promotion of either, and we call attention to this fact for the 
reason that some of the number are people who are Infidels and 
profess to be Liberals. We will not say anything about the par
ticular species who take the Freethought papers and never pay 
for them. They belong to the class that take anything they can 
get for nothing, whether it is a Freethought paper or a religious 
one! and there is no help for them short of the grave. We re
ceived a notice the other day from one of these fellows who had 
been taking FREETHOUGHT as a gift for nearly a year. He stated 
.that the sentiments of the paper were, in his opinion, highly dan
gerous, pernicious, and to be detested, and requested us to di$
contfnue-not at once but-at the expiration of the time for whIch 
t't Was patd, unless the gentleman who. had paid his subscription 
should renew for him! . He would not miss a thing he got for 
nothing though it worked his eternal damnation. 

But there is another class, a big class, a most respectable class, 
of so-called Freethinkers with whom. perhaps, it may be profitable 

. to labor. These are the indifferent people who do not care to 
take a Freethought paper under any consideration. They say 
that the world is moving in the right direction, that it is growing 
more.Liberal every day, and that a few years will see the last of 
the . churches. They are partly correct. The world is moving 

. in the right direction, but it is through no merit of theirs that it 
is doing so. They are passengers who neither work their way 
nor pay their fare; They are deadheads on the car of progress. 
They are willing to . see others laboring hard, for poor pay, to 
lkeep the train in motion. They accept the vicarious atonement 
;~fnd 'the .bleeding sacrifice of those who are crucified daily upon 
-the ~cross of human selfishness. . 

Yes, the world is growing more Liberal; but why? For the 
reason that there are a few men and women who ask nothing. 
p~~ i-Qom. td.standand work for the advancement of. the world: 

They do not want money and they do not want praise; they only 
want to see, before they die, some indication of the dawn of 
reason over the whole earth. Furthermore, it is' for the reason 
that there are other men and women unselfish enough to give 
support to those who are doing their work. Because of these 
-the .workers and their supporters and srmpathizers~-the in
different man is able to say that the world moves in the right 
direction. Otherwise he would be either in the church or in the 
pillory, and there would be no progress. 

These indifferentists vary in their activity from the condition 
of absolute repose to that of occasionally saying a good word for 
Liberalism or staying with a Freethought lecturer until the hat is 
passed. Sometimes, when cornered, they will subscribe for a 

·Liberal paper, but they will not renew. Rather will they scratch 
the universe with a fine-tooth comb to find an excuse for discon
tinuing. They have" no time to read it." They are "going to 
move." They" take another paper and can't afford two." They 
are" obliged to retrench. Times are hard." 

The man who does not have time to read a Liberal paper will 
flounder for three hours a day through columns of prize-fight 
news. The man who is going to move knows well enough that 
that is not the true reason. The man who takes the other paper 
probably owes for it, and the one that has to retrench does not 
retrench at all except by stopping his' paper and discouraging the 
cause he professes to espouse. Of course there are persons too 
poor to take a paper, but such cases are rare, and for everyone 
of them there are dozens who could pay ten subscriptions each 
and never be inconvenienced by doing so. If what W. S. Bell 
calls the" half-breeds" would only be honest they would admit 
that they don't care; that they really don't take interest enough 
in enlightenment, and progress, and truth to get off the fence on 
either side; that they hold no particular principles, and are not 
sure that it pays to have any, and that so long as others are ap
parently willing to fight their battles for them there is no reason 
why they should waste their powder. 

These conclusions are forced upon us by daily experience. We 
are assured that nine-tenths of the reasons given by indifferentists 
for not taking a Liberal paper are hypocritical ones. They are 
able to pay and they know it. They -know that the publication 

~ of reform literature is unremunerative, but they appear to think 
that the publisher can do better work with his hands tied by lack 
of means and his mind perturbed by discouragement than he 
would be able to do if these cares were off his mind. They fear 
that if he can pay for one meal and have enough money left to 
insure the next one, his brain will do less effective service than 
it would if he were totally impecunious. 

This indifference is the curse of the reform movement. It is 
the evil which must be overcome, and if every reader would turn 
his thoughts inward and inquire whether he is paying his way or 
not, and if not resolve that he will accept no more vicarious ser
vices, but immediately discharge his duty to the cause, we believe 
the battle would be more than half won. . . 

. A SECULAR l!NION has been formed in Washington county, Or., 
WIth the followmg officers: D. C. Stewart, president; H. O. Hyde, 
Bruce Huston (Hillsboro), Martin Manning (Greenville), 'V. S. 
Hudson (Gaston), Joseph Bucher (Gales City), vice-presidents; 
Mrs. Sarah C. Todd, secretary; T. M. Hines, treasurer. The 
Washington County Secular Union will meet the first SundayJn 
ev~ry month, the next meeting being held at Vert's Liberal Hall, 
Forest Grove, September I. 
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THE LADY· AND THE·PRIEST. 

There isa man in Chicago who should have read the Decam
eron of Boccaccio, taken its lessons to heart, and kicked the Rev. 
Father Movsant, a Catholic priest, out of his house the first time 
he darken~d its doors. The man's name is McDonald, he is a 
prominent politician, and the Rev. Father Moysant has n;n away 
with his wife. The woman, according to McDonald's statement, 
was not a giddy girl, and it was not a case of personal infatuation. 
The priest was scarce better than a tramp when he made her 
acquaintance-a greasy, ill-mannered reprobate. But the woman 
became little less than a fanatic in religion, and the brute brought 
a tremendous religious influence to bear upon her. He had an 
altar erected in the home, ostensibly for the purpose of worship, 
but really only asa blind to deceive the husband. The woman 
was weak mentally; the priest was strong mentally and physi
cally, and with his powerful leverage, the church, she became an 
easy prey. The intrigue has been going on for two years, the 
priest having married the woman by talking off her husband's 
ring and substituting his own, and exacting from her an oath 
that she would be a wife to him only. 

The exposure of this priestly intrigue is somethi~g of a new 
departure. It is generally understood that such performances are 
confined to the confessional box, and the priests are usually crafty 
enough to keep their counsel and avoid publicity. Perhaps it 
will set husbands to inquiring what the relations are between 
their wives and daughters and the impostors who extort from 
them their most sacred and private thoughts. If it does, the 
present deplorable affair may result in some good. 

A GOOD WORD FOR JUDGE TERRY. 

To th~ Editors of Freethough!: 

The inclosed resolutions will doubtless sufficiently refute your remarks 
in the last issue of FREETHOUGHT. I will, however, add that I have 
personally known Judge Terry for more than twenty years, and his repu
tation has not been that of a desperado or a bully. His private life and 
morals, like his official life and acts, were above reproach. He was not 
a Catnolic, hence he had no claims for burial services by a priest of that 
church, were he ever so good. However, I am able to say of my own 
knowledge that l1is religion, like his politics, was that of Thomas Jeffer
son. His funeral was largely attended, and by friends. Fifty-three 
carriages and buggies followed his remains from the church to the ceme
tery. The watch-dog is dead and the sheep are at the mercy of the 
wolves. Personally I should- prefer to be Judge Terry dead rather than 
Judge Field living. Yours, W. F. FREEMAN. 

Stockton, Cal., Aug. 25. 

We are glad to give the foregoing letter space in the columns 
of FREETHOUGHT; all the more so if our remarks have done in
justice to the dead jurist. In stating that Judge Terry had the 
reputation of a bully and a desperado we wrote advisedly. There 
is a difference between a man's reputation and his character. 
His reputation is what the world has to do with; his character 
belongs to himself and his friends. The meanest man, the most 
cowardly man, and the greatest hypocrite may bear a spotless. 
reputation, while the courageous and conscientious citizen may 
be misjudged and condemned to infamy because he will not 
bend to popular opinion. It is the verdict of history that the 
reputation of a man passes away with the few generations which 
succeed him, and that if he have character worthy of admiration 
it will be vindicated by· posterity and will endure when his faults 
are forgotten. . 

We know that our friend Freeman is not alone in his estimate 
of Judge Terry. Other men for whose opinion we have equal 

respect have spoken of hhn as Chevalier Bayard was. spoken of, 
as "a knight without fear and without reproach." _ Certainly he 
was no coward, and a clearer vision may reveal that he was less 
a willino- 'law-breaker than a victim of circumstances which heo . 

was unable to control. We should not be at all surprised to 
learn, when the truth is known, that Judge Terry was the best 
man present ·at the shooting. 

THE editor of the Truth Seeker, who has been suffering from 
an attack of typhoid fever, was at last accounts so far recovered 
as to go back to his desk, a thinner and twenty pounds lighter 
man. 

SEND to FREETHOUGHT office the names of Liberals who might 
become subscribers, and we will send them sample copies .. Get 
up clubs of subscribers where possible. Two subscriptions to 
FREETHOUGHT will be given for $3; three for $4, or four for $S. 
These rates are only for new subscribers for the first year. 

THANKS are returned to Mr. John Dibble, of Santa Clara, for a 
pleasant call and a lift of five dollars for the benefit of FREE
THOUGHT. We also acknowledge with gratitude a dollar from 
Mr. Frank Butler, of Oakland, and a similar sum from Ai Co 
Smith, of Bakersfield, to be put "where it will do the most 

. good." 

SOlIm inquiry has b~en made as to the cause of Mr. P. O. 
Chilstrom's resignation as president of the San Francisco Free,
thought Society. The following from an Oregon paper furnishes 
the needed explanation: 

" On Wednesday evening, August 7, 1889, at the home of the brideis 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Porter, at Forest Grove, Washington county; 
Oregon, there were married Mrs. M. E. Floyd, of that city; and P.O. 
Chilstrom, Esq., of San Francisco." 

It is not too late, we hope, to extend our congratulations. 

CZAR ALEXANDER of Russia has done the best and most· popu:' 
lar act of his life by extending a full" pardon" to N. G. Tcherny.;. 
chewsky, the poet and political writer, who in 1864 was sentenced 
to fourteen years of penal servitude in the mines of Siberia. The 
crime for which he suffered this punishment was writing socialistic 
articles for a magazine published in St. Petersburg; and hIS 
original sentence was prolonged in consequence of numerous at~ 
'tempts made by his friends to effect his escape. He is now sixty 
years old ;1nd broken in health and fortune. 

JUDGE LEVY, of San Francisco, has created a law. A question 
arose in the case of Caroline J acksonJ a negro woman born in 
slavery, for which there were no precedents, and Judge Levy had 
to make a precedent. Caroline Jackson was the daughter ola 
slave, and her right to her father's estate was contested on the 
ground that slaves could make no legal marriages and therefore 
could have no legitimate children. The court held that emanci
pation, by raising the colored race from the status of property to 
that of humanity, legitimized the children. Perhaps when the 
whole race has reached the sta.tus of humanity, some right

. eous judge will hold· that in law, as in nature, all children ar~ 
legitimate. . 

EDITOR OWEN, our Spiritual contemporary, gets his. editorial 
matter bv "secluding himself from the world and becoming pas
sive and susceptible to those higher and better influences and 
thoughts which he endeavors to express through the columns of 
the Golden Ga.te." Here in Brother Owen has a large bulge on 
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the rest of the fraternity, who have to wander through great piles 
of exchanges in order to find items worth commenting upon. 
Strangely enough, however, this process sometimes turns out as 
readable matt~r as the" passive and susceptible" method. The 
chief drawback of the latter is that while waiting for the" higher 
and better influences" to manifest themselves, the '~riter is likely 
to go to sleep. We have found by experience that an office full 
of visitors discussing with animation some subject foreign to 
that of which we are writing at the time, is necessary to the best 
results from the editorial pen. 

BRIEF HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

A fire broke out in McNear's grain warehouse, at Port Costa, 
about 4 o'clock last Monday morning, and half a million dollars' 
worth of property was destroyed. The American ship Armenia, 
and the British ship Honauwar, two splendid three-masters, were 
caught by the fire and burned to the water's edge. The fine 
four-mast British steel ship Kenilworth was afire, but before she 
became a total loss she was scuttled. Besides the ships, the 
warehouse and thirty-two cars belonging to the Southern Pacific 
Company were totally destroyed. Port Costa is an important 
shipping-place for grain on the Central Pacific railroad at the 
point where trains are ferried across the strait between Suisun 
bay and the bay of San Pablo.--The United States Senate 
Committee on the Reclamation and Irrigation of the Arid Lands 
of the United States arrived in this city last Saturday evening by 
special train from Truckee. The party is composed of Senators 
W. M. Stewart of Nevada, John H. Reagan of Texas, and James 
K. Jones of Arkansas.--The lawyers in the Neagle-Terry case 
are still arguing the question of jurisdiction. The charge of con
spiracy against Field is dismissed.--The Nationalists of San 
Francisco met in one of the parlors of the Palace Hotel last Sat
urday evening and organized a club. Burnett G. Haskell was 
the organizer. In his address he denied being a dreamer or a 
crank. The Nationalists are practically Socialists.--To keep 
up the price of muskmelons the commission merchants of this 
city dumped 1600 crates of that fruit into the bay last week 
rather than sell them for what they were worth.--Pctaluma 
will suppress the Salvation Army and the gamblers during the 
fair.--The steam cruiser Charleston on her late trial trip devel:
oped a speed of I8! knots per hour for six hours, and is voted a 
success.--" Bill" Higgins, the deceased political boss of San 
Francisco, was buried from St. Mary's Catholic church. The 
politicians are nearly all Romanists.--One man was killed a~d 
several injured by a collision of trains on the Oregon Short Line 
near Meacham station, Or., Aug. 22.--Leong Hang Tsang, 
the Chinese consul at San Francisco, is charged with embezzling 
$300,000 placed in his hands for charitable purposes. 

Henry D. Shaw, the St. Louis philanthropist, died Aug. 25. 
--Statistics show that 84,000 less immigrants arrived in New 
York during the past six months than in the corresponding 
period of last year. The largest decrease is in Italians.- 
Mahone is nominated for governor by the Republicans of Vir
ginia.--A monument to the soldiers of Indiana was dedicated 
at Indianapolis Aug. 22, President Harrison delivering the ora
tion.--Graham, the cooper, passed' through the whirlpool 
rapids of Niagara last Sunday in a barrel-shaped boat. He went 
four miles in ten minutes.--The trial of the Cronin murderers 
was begun at Chicago Aug. 26. Coughlin, Burke, Beggs, Kunze, 
and O'Sullivan were charged with complicity. 

The sentence of Mrs. Maybrick, the woman who poisoned her 
husband and was condemned by the English courts to be hanged, 
has been commuted to imprisonment for life.--London dock 

.laborers on strike held a meeting at Hyde Park last Sunday 
whicn is said to have been attended by 100,000 persons. The 
strike is growing and has almost paralyzed business along the 
river.--Dispatches from Egypt say that a terrible famine pre
vails at Khartoum and other river towns and that natives are dy
ing by the hundred, the survivors feeding upon the bodies of the 
dead.--Edwin Arnold, 'author of the" Light of A5lia," is on 
his way to America, and will travel homeward by way of Cali
fornia and Japan. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

I am told that I missed much through my inability to attend 
the last meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society. Mr. 
Eastman presided, and it is always a pleasure to see our first 
vice-president in the chair. Then the Hon. F. B. Perkins de
livered the address, and there is no speaker in the country I 

_ would rather listen to. Also Mr. Thomas Curtis spoke felici
tously, -and Mr. H. L. Knight wisely and humorously. Theyal
way:. speak in that way. Furthermore, Dr. O'Brock did not 
have anything to say, and I am one who can appreciate the elo
quence of silence. Having felt the blows of sound, it is hard 
luck to lose the benefit of the poultice. The zither music by the 
Misses Haelke was unsurpassed; the attendance was large; the 
collection fulfilled the treasurer's highest hopes, and there was 
nothing lacking that goes so make a successful meeting.

Next Sunday evening the veteran Thomas Curtis will OCCU)y 
the attention of the audience with an address entitled "Fifty 
Years of Freethought." Mr. Curtis has been acqU3.inted with 
most of the reformers East and West, inc1i.llling the late Horace 
Seaver, and his reminiscences cannot fail to be interesting and 
in.:itructive. ' 

Horace Seaver, the late editor of the Investigator, owed his 
conversion from Christianity to Freethought to his contact with 
Robert Dale Owen sometime prior to 1830. He had been 
educated for the ministry, and was about to commence his career 

. 	as a preacher, when he heard that the Infidels of Boston were 
holding meetings in that city. He thought these scoffers should 
be answered, and expressed that opinion to a learned professor 
of theology. The latter agreed with him, and said, moreover, 
that he had no doubt that the young Mr. Seaver was the very 
man called of God to confound and convert the unbelievers. 
Under this impression Mr. Seaver attended a meeting of the 
Infidels, and requested permission to speak, which was politely 
accorded him. He relates that he arose full of the confidence 
born of religious conceit, gave the meeting the most overwhelm
ing evidence he had at his command, and sat down under the 
full conviction that he had dispelled the last illusion of unbelief. 
He remained of that opinion but a few minutes, for Robert Dale 
Owen followed him,' took up his auguments one at a time, and 
scattered them to the four winds. When he concluded his re
marks every prop was gone from under the young theologian and 
his case was lost. The more he tried to answer the arguments 
of Owen the more he became convinced that they were unan
swerable, and he discovered that his learned professor of theology 
could handle them no better than himself, and could refer him 
to no one who was any better prepared for that task. This awoke 
in his mind a suspicion that he had been laboring under a delu

,sion with regard to the truth of Christianity. Subsequent inves
tigation changed the suspicion to conviction, the genuineness of 
which is attested by fifty years of devotion to the cause of Free
thought. 

SATURDAY, Aug. 24, I889.-Perhaps one day recently I have 
been missed from, my accustomed haunt.. Perchance those who 
have called to see me have not seen me, but on the contrary I 
have been invisible to the unaided eye. 

Friday is the day of the week that I give to . leisure. My 
week's work begins Sunday morning, and I work hard until 
Thursday night, when the papers are wrapped and put in the 
mail ~acks. ~he next d~J: there is not so much strain upon my 
energIes. I lIke to see VISItors then, because I have spare time 
to devote to them; and whereas on other days I let them state 
and argue untenable propositions without rebuke, on Friday I 
debate with them. I strive to entertain all who corne and to 
put them at ease at once by entering into the spirit ~f their 
thought. It is entirely within my scope to discuss anything, from 
theology to me~hanics or sailing a ship, and the other day when 
a man from Anzona and another from Capay marked out a tri~ 
angle on the floor and went to playing marbles with the pigs-in
clover spheres, I looked on with interest and encouraged each 
as mu~h as I COUld. without appearing to display partiality. 

So It was last Fnday that when a muscular man desired to in. 
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troduce me to a few feats of agility that he had become familiar 
with in the mines, I co-operated all I could to make it pleasant 
for him. There is an innocenrtrick with a broomstick which I 
used to perform when a boy, and in attempting to illustrate it on 
this occasion, something in my ankle gave way with a loud re
port, and my right foot has been in a state of disuse ever since. 
I travel now by mean5 of an express wagon, though as I write 
these lines I am at home with the above member done up in 
strong liniment and resting idly but independently on a pillow. 
It knows its importance, and, if disturbed, resents the same by 
aching like the midnight tooth. The poet now might number 
me in his list of friends, for I would not needlessly set foot upon 
a worm, or anything else that is not large and soft. Thus I am 
a prisoner, with no show for bail, habeas corpus proceedings, or 
bouquets from my female admirers. Still I do not complain,' 
for it is profitable to stay at home sometimes and see what the 
neighborhood looks like during business hours. Besides, the 
view from the window is pleasant. I can see the castle on Tele
graph Hill; the Greek church with a dome that looks like an 
inflated bladder; the convent down in the hollow where the 
good priest repairs for that comfort which he cannot pur
chase at the store. I can look out also uPQn Alcatraz and 
Goat Island, and see the white-capped waves from the 
Golden Gate running races across the bay. 1\fy next door neigh
bor is practicing on the piano. Over the way the grocery man 
stands on the stoop waiting for a hoodlum to come along and 
paralyze him with a sandclub and go through his till. As I look 
a small child starts to cross the street with a loaf of bread under 
on'e arm and a large pitcher of beer in, the opposite hand. Grow
ing weary, the child sets the pitcher down, looks at its foaming 
contents, becomes dizzy, falls in, and, weighted with the loaf of 
pumpernickel, sinks to the bottom to rise no more. Neighbors 
and idlers gather around, and a hush falls over the assemblage 
when it is realized that the beer is spoiled. A zephyr from Rus
sion Hill comes freighted with sand, and nothing more is visible 
for half an hour. Then I look again. Beyond the chirnney
pots' I see the water once more. There is the captain of a tug 
dumping in the bay a load of dredgings that he agreed to tow 
outside Point Lobos. There is a steamer bound for the South 
Sea isles. Her cargo is partly missionaries and partly whiskey. 
When the natives of Booloobooloo see her coming they will 
wade into the Pacific up to their necks to meet and greet her, but 
it is not the missionaries that they will go wild over. 

It is pleasant to sit here and listen to my next door neighbor 
'practicing on the piaiio,and to see the grocery man patiently 

await the hoodlum. A little canary skips about in his cage hung 
in the window. Occasionally he takes the cud out of his mouth 
and sings a bar from some popular opera. The setting sun 
reaches through the Gate and plants its banners upon the fortifi
cations of Alcatraz. It puts red lights in the windows on Tele
graph hill. It touches the patched sails of a scow wallowing in 
the bay and makes them as luminous as the white canvas of a yacht 
that goes careering by. Looking out thus upon sky and water 
and mountains, thinking whence such glory comes, wondering 
what may be beyond the purple twilight of the hills, I hear the 
sound of a s~lver-plated bell, and slide down the banisters to 
supper. 

Brother Williams, from Utah, tells this story. It is new to 
me though the reader may have seen it before: A soldier in 
the'late war lay upon the ground, during a battle, with both legs 
shot off below the knees. An Irishman heard his groans, and 
accepted his invitation to shoulder the wounded man and carry 
him to the rear. He had.the footless soldier across his back in 
a jiffy and started' for camp, but he had not gone far when a 
cannon ball came along and supplemented the work of its prede
cessor by taking off the soldier's head. The Irishman, however, 
was insensible of the loss and kept up his march to the rear, un
til accosted by an officer who inquired where he was going with 
that trunk. "Faith," said the Irishman,. 'e it's a poor fellow .who 
has his legs shot off, and I'm carrying him to the rear for surgical 
tratement." II But the man is dead," said the officer; "his head 
is gone."· Paddy 10Qked around at hispassen?er~ saw that the 
oflicerhad spoken the truth,and then dropped hIS hfeless burden 

with an oath. "Be Jasus," said he, "it's the last favor I'll ever 

do that feller. His head's gone sure enough, and the deceivin' 

son of a gun told me it was his legs!" 


THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONGRESS. 
The next annual Congress of the American Secular Union will 

be held in Philadelphia, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Octo
ber 251 26, and 27, 1889. It is deemed expedient to hold this 
meeting ,,"here our society was organized in 1876, and where the 
so-called "National Reform Association" has its headqu'..I.rters, 
and has recently held an important convention, and for many 
historic and other reasons. 

All charter and life members, all vice-presidents, all chairmen 
of state executive committees, and all duly accredited delegates 
from local Secular societies are entitled to seats and votes in this 
Congress. Each local society is entitled to send its president, 
secretary, and three other delegates. Annual members by pay
ment of one dollar are entitled to seats. 

Particulars as to the place of meeting, speakers, and their sub
jects, etc., will be announced hereafter. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, President, 
E. A. STEVENS, Secretary, E. B. FOOTE, JR., Ch. Ex. Com. 
M. A. FREEMAN, Ch. Fin. Com. OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treas. 

Buddhism in Japan. 

Hierophant Olcott, according to the New York Sun, is said 
after all to be creating a veritable furor on his Buddhistic tour 
through Japan. At first some of the Buddhist priests gave him 
the cold shoulder. Then he began to excite popular interest, 
which was intensified as he went through the larger provincial 
towns. At Nagoya, a large commercial town between Tokio 
and Kioto, he had audiences at each lecture of about 4000 peo
ple, and it is said that the wildest applause everywhere greets 
his·declaration that the closest relationship exists between the 
stable progress of the nation and the maintenance of true Buddh
ism. 

The Buddhists who control his tour, seeing the effect he is 
producing, are hurrying him about, so that he is delivering lec
tures and orations in three or four different places in the same 
day. He does not speak a word of Japanese, and his lectures 
are, therefore, delivered in English and translated on the plat
form by an interpreter, sentence by sentence, as he goes along. 
Yet he arouses great enthusiasm. Not only the common people 
hear him, but also the high officials. In many of the large 
towns through which he passed special meetings were held at 

. times suitable to officials, at which they alone were present. 

A Bruno Anecdote. 

It would hardly be reasonable, says the London Globe, to ex
pect a martyr to be extremely prudent in language while the 
fagots were being set alight for him, and for that reason just be
fore the burning must be a bad quarter of an hour for secret 
accomplices. At least that is the idea suggested by a story of 
Giordano Bruno. As he was being led to the stake he cried out 
to his friend and co-believer: "My ideas will not perish with', 
me. To thee, Ventimiglia, I address a last a.ppeaL Forget not 
our projects; continue my work." On hearing his name thus 

, publicly proclaimed, Ventimiglia, who was in the crowd waiting 
to see the spectacle, was sorely agitated, and hastily stole away 
from the scene, the Campo del Fiori, and after hiding for a few 
days, managed at last to get away from Rome. He did not quite. 
appreciate the distinction Bruno was conferring on him. 

W. F. JAMIESON is announced for a week's lectures in Hay 
Springs, Nebraska. His address is Coryell, Col. At the close of 
his Nebraska engagements hf goes to Kansas. 

" JOHN WARD, PREACHER," has been issued in paper covers and' 
can now b~ furnished for So cents. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may be had for $3.50·' 
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THE WASHINGTON CONSTITUTION. 

The work of the Constitutional Convention is so fa~ completed 
that the provisions of the Constitution in regard to secularism 
may be considered settled. They are: 

1. A recognition of "the Supreme Ruler of the universe." 
This is a bid for the church vote,on the part of Judge Turner 
and others. 

2. That an oath or affirmation may be administered in the 
form most binding on the conscience of the witness. This is 
the statutory provision in force to-day. 

3. Freedom of conscience. 
4. "No public money or property shall be appropriated for or 

applied to any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or the 
support of any religious establishment." 

5. "No religious qualification shall be required for any public 
office or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as 
a witness, or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters of 
religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his 
religious belief to affect the weight of his testimony." 

The question of the taxation of church property was disposed 
of by an amendment which left the whole question of exemption 
with the legislature. Hence if a legislature favorable to the ex
emption of church· property is elected, legislation of that kind 
can be enacted. Nor need the exemption stop at that point. All 
property owned by religious societies, and used for school and 
benevolent purposes, can be exempted. The· plea is made that 
these organizations are devoted to charitable purposes, and thus 
save the public treasury. But it is equally true that they are un
der private ownership, subject to private management, and so 
long as the private individuals who control them choose to limit 
their aid or charity to a part of the community, the state has no 
control. The fact is that every homestead which is exempted 
from sale on execution so far protects the family from being 
thrown upon the poor fund of the state. The extension of this 
principle of exemption from taxation to homesteads is demanded. 
quite as much as church exemption. The capital invested in the 
home is dead capital. It is for the public good that families have 
a roof-tree they can call their own, where they can feel secure, 
and from which they cannot be forced upon the street: either at 
the will of a creditor or of the collector of taxes. 

The new Constitution authorizes the legislature to exempt any 
property used for church or private benevolent purposes. On 
the other hand it provides for only partial homestead exemption. 
The article on that point reads: "The legislatures shall protect 
by law from forced sale a certain portion of the homestead and 
other property of all heads of families.~' 

This provision is only for the" heads of families"-a phrase 
which has been construed by our conservative judges to apply 
only to married men. Only a " portion" is exempt. 

In the article on "state, county, and municipal indebtedness," 
section 7 provides: "No county, city, town, or other municipal 
corporation shall hereafter give any money, or property, or loan 
its money or credit to or in aid of any individual, association, 
company, or corporation, except for the necessary support of the 
poor and tnjirlll/ or ~ecome directly or indirectly the .owner of 
stock in or bonds of any association, company, or corporation." 

The design of this article was to prohibit subsidies to any pri
vate business. It was claimed that it was so sweepin~ that it 
would prevent aid to the poor, and the words in italic were in
serted. As it now reads a county or other municipal corporation 
can grant to" any sectarian institution which is caring for the 
poor whom it chooses to care for, any amount of aid it chooses, 
ei~her in direct grants or in a loan of its credit. The provision 
was unnecessary, and provides an easy way for sectarian societies 
to live at the expense of the public treasury. 

The article on elections shows the greatest illiberality. The 
adult women of this territory having the other qualifications of 
voters were electors under the elpction law of 1888. The 
Bloomer decision held the law unconstitutional on the ground 
that the legislature never had the power to permit women to vote. 
The· opinion of the Supreme Court was founded on the false as
sumption that the organic law of 1853 was in force instead of the 
Revised Statutes of the United ~tates, of 1874. 

. An appeal bond was filed, the record made up and filed in the 
Supreme Court of the United States at Washington, and citations 
issued. This transferred the cause to that court. This opens the 
judgment below. 

-"A case is to be heard in the appellate court as if no sentence 
or judgment had been pronounced 'below, such sentence, etc., 
being altogether suspended by the appeal."-Yeaton vs. U. S., 
5 Cranch, 281. . 

"A judgment which has been appealed from cannot be pleaded 
as res adjudzcata while the suit in which :1t was rendered is pend
ing on appeal.".-:..Byrn vs. Prother, 14 La. Anna, 653. 

The question whether the election law of 1888 is a valid law, 
was a question not raised by the record below. It was an ad
mitted fact upon the pleadings that Mrs. Bloomer was a qualified 
voter. The decision that she was not was contrary to the 
admitted facts upon the record. It \vas not proper for the court 
to go outside of the record to decide the case. If they did the 
decision only bound ·Mrs. Bloomer, and when the appeal was 
perfected in her name, it was not res adjUdicata as to her. 

It follows that the decision was and is wholly inoperative, and 
the female voters of this territory are now legal voters. 

This point was distinctly made by Edward Eldridge, of What
com, in the convention, on his motion to strike out the word 
" male" from the article on elections. This amendment received 
eight votes: Messrs. Dickey, Eldridge, Joy, Prosser, and Winsor, 
Republicans; Messrs. Eskelmore and McCroskey, Democrats; 
and W. L. Newton, Labor. Among the fifty nays were thirty-one 
Republicans and nineteen Democrats. The article makes citizen
ship the basis of suffrage. Section 3 excluded idiots and insane 
persons, who in law are incapable of exercising civil rights, from 
voting. It also excluded" persons convicted of infamous crimes 
unless restored to civil rights." This recognizes the person who 
has civil rights to be entitled to vote to protect them. The ex
clusion of criminals is a relic of tyranny. 

The convention refused to give the legislature power to provide 
that" there shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any 
election on account of sex." _ 

A section providing that "no person except a qualified voter 
shall be elected or appointed to any office, civil or military," was 
opposed on the ground that minors in the military service could 
not be appointed to a military office, nor boys appointed as pages 
in the legislature. Hence it was struck out! e 

The question of striking out the word" male" from the article 
on elections is to be voted on at the" same time the constitution 
is voted upon--the first day of October, 1889. 

The Republican party, which had a large majority in the con
vention, has for the sake of party success disfranchised the 
women of this territory. It has declared in the bill of rights that 
elections shall be free and equal, and in the election article de
clared that only males shall vote. It has declared that" no law 
shall be passed granting to any citizen or class of citizens .... 
privileges or immunities which upon the same term8 shall not 
equally belong to all ,citizens;" and at the same time struck down 
the right of female citizen£ to vote. . 

It has violated the old rule that private properly shall never be 
taken for private use, by providing that it may be taken for pri
vate use upon the same terms it is taken for public use. This 
seizes the property of the women of this territory, and subjects 
it to private use at the will of the men, who will make the laws 
and execute them. A large minority of the convention were 
willing to allow the men to vote subsidies to corporations. This 
failed. But the limitations upon municipal indebtedness can 
be lifred by a vote of the m en, many of whom do not own 
property to be taxed. 

N early every 'reform measure proposed was voted down and 
the Republican party has left behind its record as a party of prin-" 
ciple ~nd ?e~o~e a party of spoils. ~t has ~reated a costly but 
defectIve JudICIal system. It has legIslated III the constitution 
for the benefit of capital and failed to recognize the rights of the 
citizen. It has framed an apportionment clause for the purpose 
of securing the floating and purchasable vote of the large cities 
so as to control the election of two United States senators. The 
only course for men who honor principle seems to me to be 
to vote down the constitution if possible; but to vote for the 
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"Woman Suffrage Amendment," as a matter of principle. If I 
did not believe in equal suffrage I would vote for the amend
ment as a rebuke to the men who have so unjustly disfranchised 
the women of this territory. In the election of state officers and 
members of the legislature, no vote should be cast for any time 
men, for any man who has not the courage of his convictions. 
for any man who is not willing to give others the rights he claims 
for himself.., W. S. BUSH. 

Seattle, W. T., Aug. 2 I, 1889. 

THE SABBATH UNION. 

I have attended the meetings of the Sabbath Union, held at 
the Y. M. C. A. Hall during the past week, and have admired 
the unanimity of sentiment on the part of the speakers and audi
tors in regard to fitting their idea of the Sabbath' to the shoulders 
of the rest of the nations. They complain bitterly that the state 
of California has robbed them of their Christian Sabbath and 
turned our state over to the Infidels. Inasmuch as the observ
ance of the day is, under our laws, left to the individual con
science of each person, and the Christian has, equally with the 
Infidel, and the Infidel equally with the Christian, the right to 

. spend the day as he pleases, so long as he does not interfere with 
the same right in others, it would seem that the only cause 
these Christians would have for complaint lies in the fact that 
they are not allowed to make a Sabbath for the rest of us. Their 
idea, and the one they advocate, is that all business shall be sus
pended on Sunday. The post-office shall be closed, the railroads 
stopped, the ferries cease running, and the street cars be left in 
the stables. Noplace of entertainment or amusement is to be 
opened, the innocent and instructive museum and art gallery 
must be closed, and the public parks, where the weary toiler can 
take a few hours' recreation, must be shut to him on the only 
day of the week that belongs to him. In short, every place of 
relaxation must close, and the only places of business allowed to 
run on that day are to be the churches. Now, why should the 
parson's place of business be the only one left open? Why 
should these men demand that other shops shall close in order 
that theirs may have business that does not go to them naturally? 
To gore the other fellow's ox, suppose the non-Sabbatarians of 
our state, who are in a majority, should call conventions to de
mand that the churches shall not be allowed to run on Sundays. 
It would be as fair to close one place as another. 

Now I have a suggestion to make to these gentlemen who are 
so anxious to give the Almighty a day, which he does not seem 
inclined to take for himself, and that is that, inasmuch as the 
prayer of the righteous availeth much, and as these gentlemen 
are of necessity righteous, they call a vast national convention, to 
continue until their object is attained; that they offer up their 
prayers to the Almighty, the God whom they worship, and peti
tion him to take one day in seven for himself, and give poor 
humanity the day of rest which they are so anxious we should 
have. On that day he could say the sun should not shine, the 
streams should not flow, the winds and the waves should remain 
quiescent, the flowers should not bloom, and the accursed diges
tive apparatus, that causes so much trouble to us all, should not 
operate; in Sh01t, all the operations of nature should be sus

o pend ed, then these fellows would have just such a Sabbath as 
they seem to want. But while nature smiles and all out-doors is 0 0 

happy, while creation moves in all her courses on Sunday as on 
other days; in short, while God himself is a breaker of the Chris
tian Sabbath, poor humanity can be pardoned for refusing to 
follow the Sabbatarians back to the awful Puritan Sabbath, the! one 
damned day of seven, devoted not to God but to the devil. 
People to-day are worshiping God, worshiping him in the sun
shine and in the gr~yes, worshiping him in happiness and 
pleasure, and the. occupation of the priests is going. They 
feel it; and know it and their strong effort to force a dreary Sab

o bath upon us, to c~mpel us by law to either attend their Sunday 
shops or waste our time, is the grasping at a straw of the drown
ino- inan. It will not succeed.. Sunday in California is the poor 
m~n'~ day-the day on which he can enjoy himself with his 
wife and little ones, on the picnic or in the park" and ~he Sab
bath Union might as well forego its labors, for they w111 never 

put the priestly yoke on the people's necks, after being free from 
it. When our places of Sunday amusement are closed by law, 
we will also close the piety shops with the other places of busi
ness. SAN FRANCISCAN. 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE PROM THE DEAD?* 

IX. 

That the graves opened when Christ was executed, but that the 
dead did not rise till he rose, is a curious incident, upon which 
preachers never preach. I think I could preach from Matthew 
xxvii, 52, 53, when I take to the Stiggins line of busines. I can 
quite see the reason why the graves opened when Christ was ex
ecuted although the dead did not rise till he rose. It would, of 
course, take the dead some little time to get ready to rise, and 
the opening of the grave would give them the necessary light to 
titivate themselves and attend to their sepulchral toilet. If they 
implicitly depended upon Christ's promise to give them three 
days and three nights for this purpose, they must have been put 
to great hurry-scurry and inconvenience when he got up so long 
before his time. After a person has lain long enough in the 
grave to have mislaid one of his tarsal bones and lost sight of his 
patella, it is no joke to get up at an hour or two's notice. Christ, 
by not keeping his word (hell proving too hot for him), and by 
his corning back before his time, must have done these corpses 
a grievous injustice. If he had redeemed his promise and given 
the full three days and three nights, the thing might possibly have 
been managed. But, as it was, I have no doubt, in Jerusalem, 
one corpse could have been observed jogging down Jezebel 
street without his tibia, another hurrying down Rahab street with
out his vertebral column, another sauntering down Sarah street 
without his ulna, and yet another racing down Tamar street minus 
his radius and his pelvis. And all this for Jack of sufficient time 
to prepare by way of getting their bones together in order to rise 
and give the resurrected" Lord" a proper welcome. You have 
a good deal to believe if you really intend to be "saved." 

Paul states that Christ appeared to the -twelve after his resur
rection. The writer of the gospel of Matthew says he appeared 
unto the eleven. These writers are each divinely inspired. Al
though they contradict each other, they bC?th tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and this you must believe 
in order to be "saved." Judas had previously hanged himself, 
"and, falling in the midst, he burst asunder, and all his bowels 
gushed out." But, apparently, after he knew that Christ had 
risen he had a search for his bowels, found them, stuck them in 
again, and went careering off to behold the resurrected party he 
had sold for the thirty pieces of silver! All this we are bound to 
believe rather than believe that the Holy Ghost was wrong when 
he inspired Paul to say that Christ appeared to the twelve. But, 
if you credit Matthew you are bound to believe that dead and 
eviscerated Judas did not make a search for his entrails and find 
them; but that Christ appeared to the eleven only. Both accounts, 
although they flatly contradict each other, you must believe in 
order to be "saved." In short, in regard to the affair of the 
resurrection, upon which the entire superstructure of Christism is 
built, you are compelled to adopt the patristic maxim, "I believe 
the thing because it is impossible." 

Never were statements more notoriously unauthenticated than 
the statements upon which credulous and uncritical Christendom 
is to-day resting, or pretending to rest, its eternal weal or woe. 
No scholar submits that the gospels were written within a hundred 
years of the time of the events with which they pretend to deal. 
It is taken for granted that they were written in Greek, wi!h the 
exception of the gospel of St. Matthew, the Hebrew verSlOn of 
which suspiciously disappeared, while a Greek version mysteriously 
took its place. The gospels, then, were written mO.re tha~ a cen
tury after the alleged occurrence of the events WIth whIch they 
deal, and in Greek-a language unknown to the people among 
whom the events are said to have taken place. 

Is there any person in all th~ world, acquainted with the yeriest 
rudiments of evidence 'who \\111 allege, In the face of thIS, that 
the gospels were prod~ced under auspices that involved anything 

.By Saladin, editor of the Agnostic JournaL 
{i 
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like historical accuracy. Institute a parallel case. Assume that 
the history of the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745 had never been 
committed to writing until the present year. The only materials 
extant for the compilation of the history are a number of vague 
and contradictory traditions circulating among the most ignorant 
of peasants and fishermen in the remote Highlands of Scotland. 
The historian is ignorant of the language of the people", ho were 
the actors in the rebellion. He does not know the Gaelic of 
Glengarry and Lochiel, nor the English of Sir John Cope, the 
Duke of Cumberland, or General Wade; but, from the mass of 
floating and conflicting traditions, he writes his history in Spanish. 
What would his history be worth? What could be relied upon 
as veracious and authentic in any statement made about Preston
pans or Falkirk, or Glenfinlas or Culloden? How far should 
we be justified in relying upon any account we might have as to 
the coronation at Holyrood, the halt at Derby; and what literal 
authenticity could be expected in any saying that this historian 
(writing in Spanish, and basing his work upon the more than 
century old traditions of the vulgar) might put into the mouth of 
General Hawley, Prince Charlie, Frazer of Lovat, Lord Derwent-. 
water, Jennie Cameron, or Flora MacDonald? . 

And yet this hypothetical historian isfaidy analogous with the 
writers of the gospels. {-Ie would know as much about Glenfin
la.sas they·could do about Cana of Galilee; as much about the 
Duke of Cum berland as they could do about Pontius Pilate; as 
. much. about Prestonpans as they could about the garden of Geth
semane; as much about Culloden as they could about the cruci
fixion; as much about the execution of Balmerino as they could 
about the resurrection of Christ; and this person, writing in Span
ish, could reproduce the sayings of Jenny Cameroll and Flora 
MacDonald qnite as accurately as the writers of the gospels could 
the words of Mary Magdalene or Martha the sister of Lazarus. 
Moreover, in the parallel I have dra\vn I have understated rather 
than overstated the difficulties that lie in the way of attaching the 
slightest credence to the gospel narratives. I have left out of ac
count 	that we have not even the narrative in bad Spanish, but 
something more removed than even that from the original tradi
tions. We do not read even the dog-Greek . rendering of the 
gospels, but a rendering of the bad Greek into bad English. (The 
English of the New Testament is now, to a great extent, archaic 
and obsolete). According'y, to complete our history of the'45 
rebellion on gospel lines we should have to wait till the bad Span
ish became obsolete as a living language, and then set interested 
parties to translate it into, say, the Russian of two hundred and 
fifty years ago. Then, and not till then, we should have a history 
of the'45 rebellion as trustworthy as the gospels, and produced 
uncler very nearly the same auspices. "As true as gospel" the 
adage has been to run; "As false as gospel" would be a great 
deal nearer the mark. 

Englishmen of to-day would consider a history of the Young 
Pretender, written under the conditions I have specified, too pre
posterous to call for a moment's serious consideration; but a 
history of Jesus Christ. written under analogous conditions, they 
deem so authentic that to question it is sacrilege and to assail it 
blasphemy. And this record of Christ's resurrection, written, say, 
a hundred and fifty years after the alleged event, and in a lan
guage of which" Christ was ignorant, receives slavish credence, 
because the mass of mankind have neither the time, the will, 
nor .the ability to investigate and think for themselves, and have 
entrusted their investigation to a tribe of Levites, rapacious 
Kohathites, who flourish in proportion as they contrive to make 
and keep men ignorant and superstitious. 

"M tth ". .. 1 th . I I I a ew IS pre-emment y e resurrectIOn gospe . t a one 
of all writings on the face of the earth knows anything whatever 
about the terrible earthquake which tore the veil of the Temple, 
rent rocks, and shook the dead out of their graves. It was so 
obliging and considerate of Jehovah to get up a rock-rending 
gra~'e-emptying earthquake for the special advantage of the writer 
of the gospel according to l\1atthew, and keep the thing quiet 
from all the rest of the world. But God's ways are not as our 
ways. He hides certain of his earthquakes, open graves, and 
trotting corpses from the wise and prudent, and reveals them 
unto babes and sucklings and-liars. 

As "Matthew 11 is the only gospel that gives the history of this 
'J 

strictly private and confidential earthquake. we will venture to 
give a history of the gospel according to Matthew, that all may 
see how the superstructure of truth is built upon the eternal ada~ 
mant of truth. 

Dupin, a high Christian authority, is candid enough to admit 
that" we have two versions of the gospel of Matthew in Hebrew 
~the one by Tilius, and the other by Munster; but it is certain 
that neither isthe original of St. Matthew nor that of the gospel 
of the Nazarenes. The Syriac, published by Widmanstadius, is 
neither the original of St. JVlatthew, which was lost long ago, nor 
the gospel of the Nazarenes nor Ebionites." 

The origi nal of St. Matthew's gospel-not the original MS. is 
here meant, but also any copy theiefrom-" was lost long ago." 
A fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind, and I sympathize with 
the Holy Ghost in the loss of his MS., as I once lost one of mine.' 
I wonder whetheran expression of my sympathy with him will 
induce him to try to have my work restored to me the way his 

.was restored to him. If a man write a book and the MS. is 
burnt, all is over; but if a ghost write a pamphlet, it is far other
wise. It was generally recognized by the early church that none 
save spurious copjes of the gospel according to Matthew existed. 
But, in the reign of the emperor Zeno, the bishop of Cyprus had, 
in a dream, a visit from St. Barnabas, who rlirected him to a 
certain plot of ground where he would find him (St. Barnabas) 
lying buried, and on his breast the original copy of the lost gos
pel in the handwriting of St. Matthew himself . 

To the indicated plot of ground the bishop repaired with 
attendants with spades. They dug, and found a fresh corpse 
lying on his back, and clasping to his breast the correct version 
of the missing gospel. This tale is told by many of the fathers 
of the church, and gravely recorded by ecclesiastical writers (see 
Simon's "Critical History of the Text of the New Testament," 
vol. i, p. 36). It is an exceedingly useful recipe for finding a lost 
book. In plain English the recipe reads thus: Write the book 
over again, with little regard to what it was, but with every regard 
to what you think it ought to be. Then get a corpse, or, wilh 
an axe, persuade somebody to become one. Bury the corpse 
with the MS. you wish to find laid upon his breast. Then say 
you have had a dream, in which it has been revealed to you 
where a certain saint or devil lies buried with the volume on his 
bosom. Pick out a few interested and credulous spadesmen diO' 
out the corpse and MS., and the thing is done. ' ::I 

I could certainly have my lost romance restored to me on the 
lines on which St. Matthew's gospel was restored to the ghost· 
but I do not consider the game worth the candle. All the bothe~ 
with pen and spade was necessary to be incurred to' prodUCt:! a 
gospel to save us from damnation; but the same cannot be urO'ed 
on behalf of a romance which would possibly. never have effe~ted 
more than the relieving of a few hundreds of people from a few 
hours' ennuz: even if it had ever effected that. The gospel of St. 
Matthew that was found on the breast of the corpse was taken to 
Co?stantinople for c~reful pre~ervati~:m, and it is the version upon 
whIch our "AuthorIzed VerslOn" IS based to this very hour 
Praise ye the Lord! . 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

.S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
an~ Washington: 
Baker Cit~, Or. Sept ......... I, Forest Grove .... Or., Sept•.... 30 , 

Cro:~er <;lty, Or., " ....••. 2, 3" Ranier •.•.••.•.. " Oct•... 5, 6, 
• 	Prame City, Or, and vicinity, Sept. Stella, ........ W.T., " ..••. 7, 

5· 6. 7, Portland .. ','" Or., " 12,13,14,
Fox Valley ...... Or., Sept. 9, 10, Brownsville..." " .... 16, 
Long. Creek ...... " " I 1,12, Eugene......." ".17, 18, 

HamIlton ........ " " 14,15, Coburg. "" 19 20 

Monument ...... Or., Sept. 16, 17, Talent .. ~::;'.:" ":22: 23: 
Hay Stack ...... "" 18, Linkville ...... ·" "25.26,27.
Lon~ Rock ••..•• " " 19,20, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 
FOssIl .....•..... " " 21,22, of November, 

Hil~sboro, ...... Or., Sept., ..·.. 27, San Diego and vicinity the month of 

North Yamhill ... " "28, 29, December. 


H Looking Backward," a socialistic romance which has been 
termed the" 'Uncle !om's Cabin' of Industrial Slavery" by 
Edward Bellamy •. Pnce, 50 cents. . . , . 
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'f-. "A WORD WITH PROPESSOR HUXL3Y." 

The above is the caption of an article in the North American 
Review of August, 1889, by Lyman Abbott, D.D. An essay 

emanating from the pen of so distinguished a scholar of national 

reputation as an author and a theologian, may, doubtless, very 


. naturally interest a considerable portion of the reading public in 

its perusal, and especially so with relation to scientific investiga
tors from the bold declaration of its heading. . 

When a foremost theologian, "accepting the challenge which 
Professor Huxley has thrown down, saying for himself, and also 
for the great mass of Christian believers/'in thus gratuitously 
replying to a scientific criticism of the Christian religion, that 
"any argument will not be expected of him," he most glaringly 
and falsely denies the simplest of all self-evident truths; for never 
before has this world-wide controversy between science and re
ligion attained the· prominence and absorbing interest as at 
present; for it has now thoroughly aroused the critical attention 
of the civilized world, and especially are the English-speaking 
people of the two hemispheres intensely interested in it, and they 
do expect argument, to deny which is more thaI!' absurd-it is 
despicably silly. And for a champion to avowedly ignore argu
ment is positive proof that his cause has none; and consequently, 
that such champion, in undertaking the defense 'without argu
ment, is an ignorant bigot, or, by the evasion of it, a canting 
hypocrite. But the recognition by him of either horn of the 
dilemma is not at all likely to be disturbing to his self-compla
cency, as he explicitly and emphatically 'denies the validity and 
sufficiency of the scientific axiom: "That it is wrong for any 
man to say that he is confident of the objective truth of any 
proposition unless he can produce evidence which logically justi
fies that certainty." 

To deny the validity and complete sufficiency of this scientific 
axiom, is to utterly ignore the plainest common sense convic
tion conceivable by the human mind. It is with amazement 
that .one is im pelled to ask, "Is it possible that a distinguished, 
scholarly theologian of our time has done this preposterous and 
im moral thing?" It is indeed true, and by the present pastoral 
incum bent of the far-famed old Plymouth Church, whose walls 
in past memorable days reverberated to the remotest confines of 
civilization the powerful eloquence of-the advanced religious and 

. scientific convictions, inspired alike by humane instincts, lab_o
rious research, and logical deduction, of the immortal Henry 
Ward Beecher. 

And in lieu of argument, by the antagonist of Professor Hux
ley's scientific axiom as thus laid down, what are the grounds 
assumed as the sufficient denial of it? Here is the avowal, as 
comprehensive as it is extraordinary: "We avow, on the con
trary, that all the certainties of the moral and spiritual realm are 
based on and attested, not by the logical faculty at all, but by an 
entirely different faculty, by a power of direct moral and spiritual-' 
vision. But they are logically incapable of demonstration to 
men who are lacking in the spiritual vision." 

This certainly is the beatific vision by which the poet Cowper 
became supremely enlightened, and by incessantly singing the 
praises of which he lost his senses in chronic mania. And it is 
the same vision, doubtless, by which Milton acquired such a true 
knowledge of "spiritual certainties" that, in the heavenly war, he 
saw the archangel Michael, with those mountainomi hand-gren
ades, hurl Satan over the ~elestial battlements and down to the 
bottomless abyss, there to "walk, on the burning ~arl" till, 
not being entitled to the countersign, his opportunity should 
come to evade the vigilance of the 3ngelic sentinels of Paradise, 
he clandestinely entered the ,e blissful seat" and, assuming the 
protean form of a toad, "ugly and venomous, who wears a 
precious jewel in his head," he-of course the jewel, not the 
toad-seduced "God's last, best gift to man;" thereby bringing 
"mortal woe into the world." This enlightening "spiritual vis
ion" in the case of Milton was so strong that 

"The living throne, the sapphire hlaze, 
Where angels tremble while they gaze, 
He saw; but blasted with excess of light, 
Closed his eyes in endless night." 

Had these· two fine intellects, with the vast number of similar 

others, had less of this. Dr. Abbott's Ie spiritual faculty," and at 
least some of the "logical faculty," the "teaching by them of 
the ways of God to man" might have greatly advanced him itt 
the true direction, instead of leading him astray and retarding 
his progress to a great extent, as undoubtedly their visionary 
teaching has done. "\Ve take only a languid interest in the 
critical discussion as to the authority of the four gospels." In 
view of the charge, sustained by internal and historical Pro9f that 
these gospels are, besides their positive anachronism and false 
authorship, the compilations, interpolations and forgeries of vari
ous anonymous persons, it is a direct aspersion of Christian 
intelligence and honesty to declare in these spurious writings
the gospel Jesus being a demonstrated forgery-~hat "we find 
in them a portrait of a character which transcends human limita
tions, and that is enough." 

This is professional buncombe, and sounds like the stump 
harangue of the county candidate bamboozling the" dear peo
ple" in order to procure or retain an office. 

But as the dbtinguished doctor of divinity, avowedly disclaim
ing all logical argument and scientific evidence, assumes to speak 
for all the "faithful," is it at all probable that the many honest, 
thinking believers among them will supinely acquiesce in the 
dogmatic and humiliating climax of the essay?

" All argument is against the freedom of the will; we know 
we're free, and that's the end on't." 

o shades of the fathers, and Paley and Butler, polemics and 
apologists, your mantles are spurned by your timid, prevaricating 
descendants! And, 0 noble champions, ye Blacks and Fields 
and Gladstones! though conquered in the unequal strife against 
science and the "logical faculty," in falling, it was with the heroic 
demeanor of your -brave and loyal faces to the foe; and notwith
standing any attempted defense by your pygmy successors, in 
your fall the unjust cause of the" great super~tition" has received 
its complete overthrow. Requz'e.scal tn pace. J. F. 

THE FEMALE SUPERIOR. 

A friend sars: 
I see you have in a recent FRRETHOUGHT number a short article try

ing to show that the male is an "arrested development." \Vhat a shout 
of derisive laughter must have gone up among the male inhabitants when 
they read that article. It was certainly an unusual article. You seem 
to have "soured" on the sterner sex, -more because, as I think, one of 
them (your husband) has been found wanting. You will be a long time 
arguing, and fail in the end to prove that nature gave the female a better 
physical and mental status than the male. I have consulted with many 
a female and asked which sex, if the choice had been left to them, they 
should have chosen. The answer almost universally has been, "I could 
almost curse nature that I was conceived and born a female." I have 
the first man to see and give expression, "I wish I had been born a 
female." Women talk, and men act; women are governed by intuition, 
men by reason. 

And in response I would say, it is not to be marveled at that 
men, who have so long lorded it over women, and called them
selves the superior sex, should feel humiliated at being compelled 
to eat hum ble pie at last. But if it be a fact that the male is 
simply a case of "arrested development," why demur? It may 
be that woman is also arrested, and under favorable circum
stances a race might arise superior to her. 

But it is fast becoming a conceded fact among scientists that 
the female z'.r the superior sex, and where the best conditions 
prevail, females are in the majority. 

It is not at all that I have "soured on one man" that causes 
me to take this position, for I wrote my first article on the sub
ject in one of the fir~t issues of the Truth Seeker, long years be
fore family troubles occurred. It would be little and childish to 
treat great questions from such a standpoint of personal feelirg. 
Besides, it is not true that I have" soured ,. on men because one 
man chose to "go back" on me. I think just as much- of man, 
as a whole, as ever I did. In treating of general questions, one 
should keep. as far as possible, outside of personal prejudices. 
. It is no wonder that many women would prefer being men, 

for woman is oppressed by so many unjust laws and regulations. 
and is deprived of her rights as man's equal before the law, and 
in the home. But despite this inequality, I never once wished I 
was a man, but am proud and glad to be a member of the supe:. 
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rior sex, though- knowing myself far the inferior, in many ways, 
to thousands of noble, wise, true, and learned men. To claim 
the female as superior, takes not one iota from man. It does 
not rob him of a single honor he merits. He is now, and will 
forever remain to be, all he can make of himself. It may take 
thousands of years to bring woman up to the full standard of her 
powers and capacities, for she has been so long dominated and 
enslaved, robbed and crushed, that she has a long way to travel 
ere she can educate and perfect herself in the arts and sciences 
as man has done. Remember, it is not so far back since women 
were shut out from all the high schools and professions, and if a 
woman happened to invent anything a man patented it. If she 
wanted a book to be recognized she signed some man's name to 
it. Many a woman has passed as a male by wearing man's ap
parel, that she might earn a man's wages, thus proving herself 
capable, despite her heredity of slavery and oppression. 

As to her "intuitions," it is simply her quicker way of reason-:: 
ing and coming to conclusions. These intuitions are flashes of 
suppressed mentality that only wait for chances of full develop
ment to prove the superiority of the mental calibre of woman. 

That the female is really the most courageous is proved by 
the fact that it is the she-bear who fights most desperately for her 
young, and it is the female of all animals that are the most dan
gerous to encounter in battle. 'The male seldom fights, save for
his own proteclion. It is only where there is male rivalry for 
for the possession and ownership of the female that the male is 
physically the stronger. Among fishes the female is superior in 
weight and size, because there is among them no rivalry of this 
kind. 

The great world of organized life is female. Motherhood is 
the first fact of the continued existence of species. The lowest 
forms of life are asexual, and yet are really females, producing 
through virgin gener~tion. The female form is the type of all 
life. It was the first beginning of life-forms, and is now the su
preme head and culmination of physical, mental and moral per
fection, as I will try and prove in future numbers on this subject. 
What is must be accepted, whether it be what we prefer or what 
we most dislike .. We want facts without fear or favor and re
gardless of personal likes or personal antipathies. 

Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 

CALL FOR THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portland, Oregon, at Masonic Hall, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday,.the 12th, 13th, and 14th day!'> of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state. 

The advocates of this measure in Washington Territory are 
invited to join their Oregon friends in this Convention. 

Done at Portland, Oregon, this thirty-first day of July, 1889. 
C. BEAL, }

J. K. SEARS, A. F. NEUNERT, Board of Directors. 
LEE LAUGHLIN, L. AMES, 

SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 
Miss Elva E. Davidson, of Oswego, is the seventh vice-presi

dent heard from." This young lady has never been to school a 
day, and yet her letter is a beauty. Liberals, do not fear to give 
your children a secular and liberal education and training., It is 
the best thing you can do for them. "I am doing all I can to 
obtain as many signatures as possible to our constitution and 
will send you the list. I will notify the Liberals in this vicinity 
of the Convention and urge them to attend. I shall attend dur
ing the entire session." ~ 
- R. D. Allen, of Silverton. is the eightli vice-president to write, 

who is the ever faithful. He says: "We will be represented 
somewhat bodily, and financially to the extent of our ability." _ 

J. C. Snodgrass. of Eugene, is the ninth vice-president to re
spond. "I most cordially reciprocate your fraternal greeting 
and hail your worthy indications of zeal and hopeful anticipation 
in this supreme cause of humanity. I will at once present to the 
Liberals here the several phases of your communication and re
port as promptly as possible." . 

Prof. Geo. H. Dawes has settled -in Oregon,-at-NorthYamhill, 
and will speak at the Convention. He is at work for the cause. 

A. F. Neunert. our honest and noble treasurer, stepped out 
and secured $16.00 3:S follows: Kuebler & Rumetch, $1.50; F. 
Wildi, $1; C. W. Saunders, $2.50; A. N. Gambell, $1; J. Fleisch
ner, $1; E. House, $2; Dr. W. Cotel, $1; M. Mesh, $1; J. H. 
Burke, $1; Charles Hegely, $2; Jenning Brothers, $2. Mr. A. 
Meier, who contributed to our funds, died the next day. He 
was a liberal Jew and highly respected. 

The cause is fortunate to have the genuine help of Mrs. 
Carrie E. Haight. The ball will be a grand affair under her 
womanly management. She has selected a band of intelligent, 
noble ladies for assistants, who will give character to all that is 
done. Ladies will be admitted free; gentlemen one dollar, and 
a superb lunch free. 

I have just received a letter from H. L. Wilson, of DJ.venport, 
Washington, saying Mr. Putnam gave two rousing lectures there 
which were greatly appreciated. He says C. B. Reynolds is 
writing all over the territory llrging Liberals to attend the Port
land Convention. If the Liberals of \Vashington 'will heed Mr. 
Reynolds it 'viij become the first Liberal state in the Union. 

Liberals of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and British Columbia, 
will you each one do our cause a favor now, as the Convention 
on the 12th, 13th, and 14th of October will soon be here? Ask, 
invite all persons you meet who might attend to come. Write" a 
few letters around to friends to come. Write a communication 
to one or more papers about the Convention, urging_ people to 
come. 
ligent. 

This will be easily done, as Liberals are generally intel-
C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

SILVERTON, OR" Aug. 19, 1889. 
DIl:AR MR. BEAL: - Acknowledging receipt of your kind letter received 

some days ago inviting me to attend the Convention of the Oregon State 
Secular Union to be held in Portland next month, I regret to say that, 
owing to engagements in the East, I shall be unable to be with you on 
that occasion. 

Of my deep interest in the objects of the. Union I need not assure you. 
I hope the Convention will prove a great success, both as to attendance 
and the adoption of wise measures for educating the people in· the prin
ciples of the Union, and convincing them of the importance as well as 
the justice of making govemment conform to these principles. Having 
been present at the organizatioq of the Oregon State Secular Union, I 
shall feel especial interest and, I doubt not, pride in the work it is to do. 

You ask for suggestions. I am not sure that I can offer any that have 
not already occurred to you. As to many details, of course, you will 
have to be governed by circumstances. You are president of the Union. 

_and much will depend upon your own judgment, firmness, and tact. 
I think it important that the speeches and discussions be confined to 

a consideration of the principles and purposes of the organization as 
stated in the constitution. The Union should not be committed by res
olutions or in its administration to any theories or reforms (however good 
they are in themselves) which are not involved in state secularization. 
The Convention will, I trust, agree upon so we definite plan and method 
of making the people generally familiar with the whole subject of state 
secularization, such, for instance, as" the history of the exemption of 
church property from taxation, with the deplorable effect of this policy 
in France, England, Mexico, and other countries, and the evil and injus
tice of making schools and colleges sectarian, and restraining the free
dom of the people by Sabbath laws and other puritanical legislation. 
This must be done by circulating good literature relating to the subject, 
and by lectures, which the people are ready to hear in almost any com
munity in your state. It would be well, I think, if the Union raised 
funds to keep a lecturer employed constantly in Oregon (and perhaps 
Washington) to keep this subject before the people. He should be a 
man of ability and character, and a speaker capable of presenting the 
principles of the Union in a manner to command attention and respect. 
Such a man would have no difficulty in getting good audiences, and he 
would be treated well generally by the press, through which, indeed, he 
might present the principles and aims of the Union in many of the com
munities of the state. All these matters will probably be considered by 
the Union in Convention, and I feel rather like asking you to pardon me 
for mentioning them. 

Hoping that the proceedings of the Convention will be harmonious 
and that valuable practical work will be done-=-such work as I know 
the Oregon Liberals can do if they undertake it-I subscribe myself with 
best regards, Very truly yours, B. F. UNDERWOOD. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. , ' 

"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
-.-THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
-'--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WOR'DS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home, 

CGMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

l'rice ...... ; ....••............. $1 .50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass, 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf...cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
JUanita, Book, hews, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

. PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & co~ 
PRINTERS AND ·PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY " STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14 kara.~ Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 0 
III 10. at Guld. sma I size Badge Pin.................. 2 00 
14 karat GJld. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
1-1 kara', G/,ld, small size Badge Piu with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larlte Badge Pin...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Batlge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat GoM. Hillall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma I Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
1,) karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 500 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain}....... 6 00 
14 karat Guld, Large Charm " .. Diamond* 14 00 

*Th!1I is a full-bodied diamond, f('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy,

Sent tu any address, prepaid, and guaranteed al repre
ented or mon~y refunded, address,

PUTNAM & MACDONALD,
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

VOLTAfRE'S RoMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. . 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in1:;s; Price, paper, $1 00;· cloth, $1 50. 

As It Might Be. 
\ 

A beggar died last night, his soul went up to 
God, and said: 

"I come uncalled; forgive it, Lord; I -died for 
want of bread," 

Then answered him the Lord of Heaven: "Son, 
how can this thing be? 

Are not my saints on earth? and they had surely 
succored thee." 

"Thy saints, 0 Lord," the beggar said, "live 
holy lives of prayer; 

How shall they know of such as we? we perish 
unaware. 

"They strive to save our wicked souls, and fit 
them for the sky; 

Meanwhile, not having bread to eat (forgive), 
our bodies die." 

Then the Lord God spake out of Heaven, in 
wrath and ang,ry pain: 

" 0 men, for whom my only son hath lived and 
died in vain!" -Arthur Symons. 

A Laborer In the Vineyard. 

" Yes," said the evangelist, after bitin~ a 
large chew from a· plug of black. tobacco 
and expectorating with marvelous accuracy 
in the eye of a sleeping dog, " I have been 
a-getting there with both feet lately. The 
last town I stopped at I raked in twenty 
converts in one night, and you bet that's 
big work. I get right down to 'em and let 
'em know that if they don't waltz up to the 
mourner's bench and get religion they'll be 
e\'erlastingly in the soup, and I generally 
fetch 'ern. Of course there's always a lot 
of chumps you can't do anything with, but 
they do\1't count for nothing. I used to be 
a heavy-weight slugger, and I have had a 
book printed describing the scrapes I've 
been into. When the. services is over I sell 
books to the chaps ~hat's been saved, and 
make a little stuff that wav, but there ain't 
no money in this preaching business. A 
feller's got to do it out of pure love for his 
fellow-men, just like I do it. I want to 
save as many as I can and give the devil 
the grand razzle-dazzle, and all the reward 
I ask is a front seat in heaven when I turn 
up my toes. Well, I'll have to leave you. 
I'm going around to see a back-slider what 
was converted a week ago, and when I 
read the riot act to him you bet I'll snake 
him back into the fold. So long." The 
noble and self-sacrificing man then moved 
off on his mission humming a simple hymn 
the burden of which was to the effect that 
while the bed-bug had no wings at all he 
gets there just the same. Truly, the world 
can never be plunged into utter darkness 
while such good men throw themselves 
earnestly into the work of salvation.-Lin
coIn State ~oumal. 

. WHEN Wanamaker put up his money 
for the Republican party, success followed; 
but when he publicly prayed for the pro
hibitionists they went into the soup, which 
shows that money is more powerful than 
prayer in politics. 

IT is the skirt of a lady'S ball dress that 
costs; the corsage doesn't come high. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He i~ also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM.
The Present and the Future 

Rep.ublic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is como' 
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the faU." Price 10 

cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the · 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chril>t has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson:" 
Price, 10 cents. Address i 

PUTNA1\[ & MACDONALD. 

GIR'ARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian . 

,/ churches and Young Men's 
, Christian Associa

tion. 
By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. . 

Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carel"ully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b::en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his linc, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\I-\VINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $S; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best opt!n-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I I 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine. engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3J; do.J' huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; inl4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $J50; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as repr~sented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs.. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. •est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 
Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 

(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

8e..;t Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings 	 .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3. $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; . will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

"A REMARKABLE BO~OK "AAYSDa.EADON,. 	 , of Edinhurgh, Soot;. 

II; ~ ,~rrtG:~v~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1::.tn::, ~~CJ ~.l(?~I;~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 
IU. .. ty. 	 a .nd "ery In.a.rucUve.''·r-ut" flo:-i 1t 1. 'H~ 'V, at:II'U I II!:" 

Lt the most lJVl'u.ar a.nd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 


MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rOYen by the aale of lIalr R lIIlIlio,. to be the m,'st popula R 

Readable IJecanse written in 1anllu~e plain, chaste, ami Jurcibl E 

I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation'of 'l!tld ical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 

Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~' by whICh t l:cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors, physlI"iaus, clergymen, crit-\::H, aud literat I 

T hcrough treatmf'nt of liubjec18 especiAlly import nt to young DIe N 
eo veryona who .. wants to know. you kllOW," Will find it interestin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEAT'URE J~t introduced, consists of a 1M)r1.

• of beautiful 4·olo.·"d anatCl~ 
l~nl ~bn.,.t•• infive colu~ guamnte~>dr:- u;~eriQr to any; efore oift,red in a iA>~ • 
ular phYlliologic91 book. arid rendering it R~nin the mo~t attractive and-quick

selling AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold m.lne in i~ :Hr. 

A NEW· 

work for Koehler wnt.:!I: .. I 110)(1 the fir.;t 6llC boQks ill two 
hours... M.any agents take 50 or 100 at. once. nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~... wbite anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£UII. M01tJ.IlJ". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print a.nd illustrations, tho 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St•• l\tW Jerk. 


Men, Women, and Gods. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 

G. lllger:,oll. Price, So cents. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C 
Keeler. Price"o cents. 

THE President attended Sunday service 
at Deer Park, and the preacher, Rev. Mr. 
Haddaway, in his prayer, thanked God 
that they were face to face with "a Chief 
Magistrate from whom there goes a hal
lowed presence of righteousness." By the 
way, what sort of a thing is that ?~Alta. 

A little boy who ,vas spanked said the 
sensation was thrilling to an extreme. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 
Clear, COllciu, Sparkling, .lIdpful. 

"Nationalism," by E,lward Bdlamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss 

the Founder of the Order: . ' 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
" Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Fun(!tion of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

~Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

l'Il 

.• Private 
an 

many 

tlUn and the afHlcted for relief 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN 
the _Dlc..st successful (i~
apec;alty) as his }Jractire will 
surely J,rore. l'lJe 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
ea8~S of young and 
aged men. such as 
wea~ness. Im~otency, &c., 
~ultl1lg from mtiescrctioll and 
Igllor.ance of youth. 1-'hose who 
are allmg should send ten (10 
cents for ~!s book, 
Counsellor, setting forth 
external AppUcatiun-

A. PO.Sl'rIVE (JURE 

_The. book is worth 
times Its cost, and should be 
r~ad by the 101~ng for instruc

~II Communications Strictly Gonfidential. . 
PlaID Envelopes used. The bo{)k spoken of sent sid 

~lldress, DR_ It. P. F~LLOVf~, VINELAND, NEW JE:~;Y' 
~bay where you saw this AdvertIsement. 

• [From the Washington N~~ional View J 
n~. FeIL.ws, of Viu~land, JS'ew Jersey offers I~is valuable 

se!vlces to ~l~ those_ In .need of a kind, sympathetic and 
sklllf';l~physI~lan. I:!Inllliar a!ivertisements from unreliable 
practItIOuers have been a3s.l.lled anll exposed by the p 
~ut•.Dr_ Fel1<?ws, a specialbt, in hiS line, stanlls fore~~~:t 
In hI~ profesSIOn, and the encomiums showered upm h
publI~ly as well _as in- private, are liatteriug evidenc 1m 
the hIgh ap~reCiatlOn and contidence hIS long and cons es uf 
~iuus d~vo_,IOn to ~ s specialt.ies in his profesSion h e.en
Justly mented for lum, and it is safe to trust him. ave 80 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI.~ERTY, 0., Aug. 12, 1838 

. DR.~. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: 'rhe remelly yOU s~~t 
!s worklDg like a charm. I am completely surprised th 
It acts upon the organs. Have only been usin it e way 
a!ld that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is c~mi~~eow~~~i 
rIght. Yours resloectfully, J. R~ a 

REIIIARKS-The above is a fair sample of the hu d ed f 
testimonials received from all parts of the Unite~ St ~ 0 
frum you~g. middl.. ·aged and elderly men, Buffe 'J(' t es, 
var.ous kmds of /lexual complaints but who are ~~ rOd 
by 1U~ Extem~l Applicati~n, the'grel>test of all k~~r;n
remedIes for thiS class of diseases. As I am an out a d t 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will .Il -ou 

• 	 thei! ~atronage, and not waste their time and m~~:yr;;~
ChrIStIan doctors. ~ DR. F.I!:LLOWS. 

http:lJVl'u.ar
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Woman's Career. 

She was a fair girl graduate, enrobed in spotless 
white, 

And on her youthful features shone a look of 
holy light. 

She bent with grace her dainty head to receive 
the ribbon b}u~J 

Whence hung the silver medal, adjudged to b~ 
her due. 

I watched ht:r face with rapture as she raised to 
heaven her eyes 

And moved her lips in prayer as her fingers 
clasped the prize, 

For I knew to education she had pledged her 
coming days, . 

To unclasp pour woman's fetters and free her 
from man's ways. 

Time passed. Our pathways parted, but ever 
and anon 

My thoughts would stray toward her, and I'd 
speculate upon 

What my graduate was--doing-if athwart the 
scroll of fame, 

Among unselfish workers, had been written high 
her name. 

At last I chanced to meet her, but her books 
were pushed aside, 

While around a dainty garment she sewed the 
lace with pride; 


And at her fe~t her b.lby, 

crowing youth, 


Upon that silver medal was 
tooth. 

GOD IN THE 

dimpled, happy, 

cutting his first 

STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union. 
-:0: 

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in . the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0: . 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam &. Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Prancisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Showing that there is no auth6rity for the 

Sunday laws~ either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. ' Address this office. 


ROMAN RULE OR RUIN; 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

-Frice, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $1.50 • 

Address this office. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between OIadsto,le, nuxlt:y. Mullet Liuton 
Ilevill\! on the Conflict between Gt:ut:8is lIoDd Geoloa 
hiee, 60 ceuY. . 

FREETHOUGHT.· 

THE F~~SHrONS 

' ~.. 
BUSINESS SUITS POR........................•...... '" ..........•....... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS POR ............................................•...•....... 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR.........................•.........•............... 6.00 


. Samples forwarded on Application. 
C~.A.S. F. ::a"UFl..C1rDI.I:.A.:Nr• 

TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

PACIFIC Cl\I{RIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

()LIVER IIINcKr.~:Y SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter Sf. 
N Wand S W Comers Kearny and Butter sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J' A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Mane to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gata/pas foy Timber Ou/ture a 

Specialty. 


Have at Th6ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornam~Dtal Trees and Vines. 


Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 


and Caring of Orchards 

and Vineyards. 


Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box 0, S,m Jilcinto, Cal. 

lXb;M~.BURU·s "WORKS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dOZen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ( 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora~8. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder: \Vars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism: Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 2S cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. " 

Sabbath-Breaking. fj This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 

. Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T'l ....." 51 p ..;".... ~ ,... ..,te;· "('nnip<:.~, f 

• WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe False Teachings of the Christian Church•• ~ 
Price, 10 cents. . 

S.unday and the Sabflldth. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness~f Prayer. Price, 10 cents 
-, ' -' . 

The catho~iC /Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5· ots. . 

Was Jesus sane? Price, 10 cents. 
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.JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y e
-e OF IQFIDELITY 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which Ihave ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was '''The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

, I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
·-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 1.0 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S "'\YORKS.' 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25· 
Contl"nts: tiThe Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
.q he (irant Banquet," "The l{ev. Alexander 
Clark/' "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of .Moses. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. ~ 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We 'Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
centJ; 

The Chrrstian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
, $1 per dozen, postpaid. , ' 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
, ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi

tor of the San Fra1zdscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
. per dozen; 2S copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
'" of the New York OburlJ". By Robert G. 

.ii~-som ,J>ricc:, ,IS cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On tht.. Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights' ~iII. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. ; 

Ingersoll's Lpct~~es Complete. h:ound in one 
volume, contammg over 1,300 P~lges. $5. 

Senator Hampton's Profane Story. 
As far as is known, Senator Wade Hamp

ton is up to this time the only' man who 
has had the termerity to tell the president 
an impious tale, and General Harrison was 
actually much pleased ,,:ith the narrative. 
"I always did like army stories," he says, 
"and you can't expect army stories to be 
good enough to tell a Sunday-school class. 
I forgive the profanity of Senator Hamp
ton's story out of consideration for its wit." 

'The story Senator Hampton told was 
an army story-not particularly new and 
fresh, but new to the president. 

"One day during the war," said the Sena
tor, "the colonel of a South Carolina regi
ment was making a round of inspection. 
Sitting lazily on a rail fence whittling at a 
piece of shingle he found a man whose 
face was not familiar to him. The colonel 
was indignant. Approaching the loafer, he 
called out to him with all proper severity: 
, Who the -- are you, sitting here in this 
fashion?' 'I, sir,' responded the man on 
the fence, continuing his whittling, 'am the 
chap1ain of the -st regiment. Now who 
the -- are you?'" 

THE Toronto Globe tells of a man who 
has cooked his own breakfast for fifteen 
years. He must like it very well done. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

:iets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed , 

to force in settling the liquor question. 

Paper,25 cts.; cloth,50 cts. Address thisoffice 


FRI~ETIIOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "W'ORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was made. 
by an attist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. .A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
"t G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dt amatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to.daY."-7ohn SWilitoll's 
Pat-' 

Why Don't He Lend. a H/and? And other Ag
nostic Poems., Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

.\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The UJli'lJ~ru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Healtll 
Monthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-BostolS 
Imustisratoy. 

PrGmt;UI~li~; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Henry
Jv. Bel/ows. Q r 

Gottlieb: His life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth~ Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties oC 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful an,d good in 
all my life befo're."- Elmina Dralle Slmk". 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are' based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 

/' 
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SAN FRANCISCO, - SEPTEMBER 7, 1889. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Cheney, like Spokane and other places, has suffered from the 
fire-fiend, but is gradualy being rebuilt, and with improved ap
pearance. I arrived here on Monday evening, and arrangements 
were made for a le:ture in the school-house and a fine audience 
was present, much better than I expected. There are but few 
pronounced Liberals in Cheney, but a large num ber are evidently 
drifting out of the old ecclesiastical lines. My friend Mr. Sessions 
was chairman of the meeting, and introduced me with cordial 
words. He is deeply interested in Spiritualism, but that does not 
prevent a pretty clear outlook into the demands of this life, which 
is the main thing, of course. If we can make things right here, 
that will go a long way toward making things right hereafter. 
At the close of my lecture an opportunity was given for remarks 
pro and con. Rev. Mr. Marvin endeavored to deny my inter
pretation of St. Paul in regard to the observance and non-observ
ance of Sabbath days. I affirmed that St. Paul was in favor of 
personal liberty, for he S:lYS, "Let everyone be fully persuaded 
in his own mind" -that is, there is no obligation about it unless 
one's own judgment makes the obligation. One can observe or 
not observe according to his individual conviction, Nowhere 
does St. Paul insist' upon the Sabbath observance. The Rev. Mr. 
Marvin made one important admission, namely, that St. Paul 
was not talking about the Christian Sabbath, for at that time there 
was no Christian Sabbath. This is granted, for the Christian 
Sabbath did not come into existence until the reign of Constan
tine. This admission on the part of Mr. Marvin overthrows all 
the divineauthorilY of the Christian Sabbath, and makes it simply 
of human sanction, which is what I contended for. If the Chris
tian Sabbath was not in existence when St. Paul wrote his epistles 
then it could not be of divine origin. It is simply an aftergrowth 
of Christianitv. Either way there is a dilemma for the Sab
batarians. If the Christian Sabbath was in existence when St:' 
Paul wrote his epistles, then St. Paul distinctly asserts that its ob
servance or noh-observance is a matter of individual conscience, 
without any divine command at all. If the Christian Sabbath 
was not in existence at the time of St. Paul, as the Rev. ~1:r. Mar
vin asserts, then it is demonstrably of human origin. The Rev. 

Mr. Marvin endeavored also to parrye my rendering of the decla
ration of the W. C. T. U., namely, Unless the Sabbath is obU 

served we are on the way to Spanish bull fights after ·the Lord's 
Supper." I affirmed that "we" in the above meant the \V. C. T. 
U. and was equivalent to a confession that the W. C. T. U. were 
so fond of Spanish bull fights that they would go to them from 
the Lord's Supper unless prevented by law. 1\lr. Marvin under
took to show that "we" in this case meant the American people 
as a whole. I answered that it couldn't mean the American 
people as a whole, since they did not, as a whole, attend the 
Lord's Supper. The word "we" could only mean those who at
tend the Lord's Supper, that is, Christians, and it is frankly ad
mitted that these would go to the Spanish bull fights from the 
Lord's Supper if there was no legislation to prevent. Mr. Mar
vin was compelled to assent to the soundness of my statement. 
The Rev. Mr. Chase, Congregational clergyman of the place, at 
the close of the lecture declared to me that he was not in favor 
of the Blair bill, and that numbers of intelligent clergymen were 
opposed to it. He also put himself in favor of church taxation. 
This shows that a se~se of justic~ is beginning to prevail among 
enlightened Christians. . . 

I am well satisfied with the meeting at Cheney. The attend
ance and" interest are a good sign of the future. 

My friend S. B. Jewell is quite unwell, but he means to pull 
through and do a great deal yet for Freethought. He has a 
heart for any fate, and whatever happens -he will depend on 
·nothing but his own self and the truth as he understands it. My 
best wishes to this generous and suffering comrad;!. 

Thomas \Vilce and son, and other friends I find who will keep 
the flag on high and give heart and hope to the work. 

Tuesday, August 20, I go to Rosalia, W. T. This place seems 
to be going ahead on quite a solid basis. It has a splendid agri
cultural country about it-one of the finest wheat growing sections 
on the coast. Rosalia has a bright prospect, and so has its vicinity, 
for it depends upon the unceasing wealth of the soil. Circling 
around here into the Palouse country to Colfax and to Lewiston 
are about eight million acres of land unsurpassed in fertility. 
The following is the yield of grain on the farm of G. D. Ander
son this season, which is not a bad showing: One hundred acres 
of wheat yielded 3100 bushels or· 31 bushels per acre; sixteen 
acres of oats yielded 1 162 bushels or 72 bushels per acre; twenty 
acres of barley yielded 900 bushels or 45 bushels per acre, of 
extra fine grain which will weigh out about 48 bushels. There 
are no trees to be cleared off-the land is rolling, well watered, 
and the soil is deep and rich. 

Abram Dorsey, of Rosalia, and Julius Schur, of Waverly, 
meet me at the station-comrades good and true. At Smith's 
Hotel I find liberal entertainment. Mine host and hostess believe 
in the good things of this life. My friend Schur bring3 cheerful 
news from Waverly. They purpose to keep the campaign going 
there. Friend Wm. Graham has gone up into the Colville coun· 
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try, and \vritesme that he has not yet found any Infidels there. 
But I guess they will come, even in that far-off land,. with the 
railrold3 and the telegraphs. 

Abram Dorsey is our wheel-horse at Rosalia, and goes right 
ahead, no matter how hard the pull. It is a busy season of the 
year now. Laborers are scarce and everybody must pitch in. 
Neighbors have to help one another, and so all are in harness, 
not as a matter of money, but as a matter of good fellowship. 
The harvest must be gathered and neighbor must join with 
neighbor until the rush is over. Under these circumstances I 
could not expect a very big turnout, but nevertheless the hall was 
about full on the first night, many of the audience being Chris
tians. On the seconn evening not so many were out, for the. 
Christians were a little bit afraid of another lecture. On the 
whole I am quite encouraged. These were the first Freethought 
lectures ever given at this point, and the results are beyond what 
friends expected, and the future is one of promise. 

Peter Proff is a royal co-worker with Dorsey. He is ready 
with heart and hand, and gives generous support. He owns 
three quarter-sections on the edge of the town, and has raised a 
big family of boys and girls, nine living, and none of them walk 
within the shadow of the church. Friend Pfoff has made this 
life a gospel indeed, of industry, of good living, and earnest 
thought. 

Our good old friend, Wm. Fisk, has plenty of youthful fire in 
his opposition to orthodoxy. What a pleasure it is to meet him, 
who is so earnest and devoted to the cause, although he might 
well leave the contest to younger men. But he is every inch an 
Infidel and proposes to stay at the front though the evening of 
life does advance. It brings no melancholy shadow with it, but 
still the richness of the dawn. \Vith such self-sacrificing friends 
toil becomes easy, and broad and bright the fields of labor open. 
With all my heart I thank this veteran of Freethought ~~r his un
tiring support. 

The thanks of Liberals are also due to John Schloman, \"ho 
generously donated the use of his hall for the lectures. 

Miss J. H. 'Yest, postmistress of Rosalia, is also of Liberal and 
cultivated mind, and earnest for Freethought. It is a pleasure to 
meet with one who shows that the true genius of woman is on 
the side of liberty and progress. 

Thos.Secrist, of Oaksdale, gave me a good handshake and 
wants me at Olksdale next time, and I will surely be there. Dr. 
Baker, vVm. Howard, M. M. 'Yalsh, also were present from 
the same place, and are ready for a campaign. 

Harry Humphrey, H. \V. Goff, Geo. Whaley, R. G. White, 
and others, are in our ranks and give a soldier's welcome. 

Our Christian friends, Reynolds, Smith, and Williams, were 
not afraid to listen to the lectures and do a little thinldng on 
their own account. . If they remain in the fold they will be all 
the be:ter for seeing" fresh fields and pastures new." 

So Rosalia.' breathes of hope and progress. In the bosom of 
the hills it shall shine with the rose of dawn, and hail the glad 
to-morrow. If any friend who thinks of coming to the coast 
desires to know more about this part of Washington they can 
write to A. Dorsey, Rosalia, who is well posted and will gh'e the 
fa.c:s of the case-not faith but knowledge. 

·';fhursday I come on to Pa~co. I find it quite deserted ..Capt. 
Grey has not yet returned from the Constitutional Convention. 
Straub is ~up on the Sound, I hear. I have the pleasure of 
meeting J. \V. O'Kiefe. Pa~co still grow's, and the sage-brush 
~l)ine3 whh boundless poss.ib.iUties, The capitol of the state may 

come here. That would give it a boom indeej. The artesian 
,well has not yet struck -water, but they are still looking for it. 
The town is gradually improving and the lands are being settled. 
The magic of civilization is beginning to work, and the desert is 
transformed.. A new railroad has recently been organized to ex
tend from Pasco to Vancouver by way of Goldendale; Capt. W. 
P. Grey and J. \V. O'Kiefe are among the directors. There is 
talk of establishing a foundry and machine shop at Pasco. I see 
plenty of vim among the citizens of this place, and they are 
bound to g-o ahead. 

I missed meeting Frank Schuneman, who was ready to meet 
_me the day before I arrived. The dates got mixed up somehow, 
a.nd we were a day apart in our calculations. I had the pleasure 
of hailing friend Kahlow, who is about to take a trip to the old 
country and look upon the land of his birth. A happy voyage 
to our veteran while off duty. . 

Friday night I reach \Valla Walla, where I must remain until Sat
urday for the Dayton train. So I have a chance to see old friends, 
and call upon Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, who keep things lively 
upon this part of the coast. The Walla 'Valla Liberals are doing 
splendidly. There are lectures every Sunday evening and the 
Opera House is full. The ministers keep a discreet silence, ex
cept one Brown, who occasionally utters a shriek, but after Rey
nolds's reply he is "done brown" and the comedy ends. I had 
a hand-shake with Dr. Calder, Olsen, Rosenow, Niles Vincent, 
Mrs. Alice Sufferen, Martin S. Twist, Sol Center, etc. Sol Cen
ter has married since I was here in accordance with \Vordsworth's 
idyl-

CIA woma;n nobly planned 

To warn, to comfort and command." 


He is building a beautiful cottage and intends to sit under his 
own vine and fig-tree and have the cream of life. He deserves 
it, for he is a man among men always. l\Iay the orange blos~ 
soms bloom to the golden days. While waiting for the train he 
gave me a drive over the elegant city, which, after an easy fash
ion, is advancing to metropolitan proportions. A new railroad
Hunt's-has come in, and this is giving quite an impetus to 
business. The farmers complain of no harvest, and yet the aver
age yield throughout the country is twenty-two bushels of wheat 
to the acre. But they are used to twice that, and count the pres
ent yield a failure. In the course of our drive we visited the 
brewery of Mrs. J. H. Stahl-one of the finest establishments in 
the territory, where they make snow and ice right along by steam. 
l\frs. Stahl was left a few years ago with a large family to support 
and a debt of thirty-five thousand dollars. By her own energy 
and business talent she has paid off the debt, improved the works, 
and the other day was offered one hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars for the plant. The president of the United States can't 
show any better record than that. 

While here I heard of the death of Horace Seaver, and the 
shadow of death came into the midst of bright enjoyment, but 
a shadow shining with many a star. I shall always remember 
this man with deep2st gratitude-so true and brave and honor
able. His noble record of more th~l.ll half a century gives cour
<~ge and hope to our toils of to-day. Into the stream of life 
and pro6"ress, into the glow of freedom, comes his undying devo
tion, and the future of Freethought shall brighten with the ravs 
of his unconquerable spirit. ~ 

After waiting seven hours for the train I am en route for Day
ton, where I arrive in time for the lecture. I am greeted by a 
large audience, and I find Dayton to be alive with Freethinkers, 
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although there are nine churches in the place to a population of 
about twenty-three hundred. It is the county seat of Columbia 
county, which is one of the richest agricultural sections in the 
territory. The yield of wheat this year has been as high as fifty
six bushels to the acre. The average throughout the -county is 
twenty-two bushels to the -acre. Dayton is delightfully situated 
among the folding hills, which stretch about it like shining ram
parts, golden and grey glittering along the dark ploughed fields. 
These hills roll off for miles away, rising at times into steep 
buttes, but mostly productive of plentiful harvests. The city has 
many fine dwellings and handsome business blocks. The court
house is one of the most magnificent in Washington, with a beau
tiful green sward and ranks of treeS about it. There is plenty of 
water power in the vicinity. There are flour mills; also electric 
light. There have been two or three big fires, but the place 
constantly improves. It has the elements of solid growth-a 
country of unsurpassed fertility. Hunt's railroad will be built in 
here after awhile, and this will give competing lines for business 
and travel. 

On Sunday and Monday evenings there was increased attend
ance. The Opera House was filled. The clergymen turned 
out in force and took notes rapidly. Not all the nine churches 
were represented, for there are only about two or three clergy
men to the nine'churches.When the Methodist minister came 
here he was surprised at the small attendance. He wrote to one 
hundred of the leading business men of the place inquiring the 
cause of this effect, or defect, as Polonius would say. He re
ceh'ed only eight answers out of the one hundred. The chief 
reasons that transpired out of the correspondence were these: 
First-That trout bite better on Sunday than any other day of 
the week. Second-The vacuum in the pUlpit was greater than 
the vacuum in the pews. The inquiring mind is now at rest. 

The audiences were representative of the best elements of the 
city. Dayton might be put down as a Liberal city, for the ma
jority of the people arc that way. Bul they have unconsciously 
drifted in this direction, without as yet a thorough mental con
ception of what Freethought is, and at present only a few among 
the many are ready to take the laboring oar. But the large at
tendance is exceedingly gratifying as showing the tendencies of 
the time and the promise for future advancement. 

The few who do take hold with enthusiasm and real under
standing of Freethought have made my stay pleasant beyond 
words to express, and labor here has been a refreshment instead 
of a toi I. I have felt as if I was going with the tide and the sun
shine instead of fighting on the frontier against odds. There 
are. veterans here, but the vigor of youth is in the ranks. 

Col. \V. A. George is beyond the seventies, but he has always 
kept up a running fire against orthodoxy which has been quite 
effective. He has been prominent-in the affairs of the state as a 
lawyer and writer, and has taken the line of Gen. Grant-"keep 
the church and state forever separate." 

W. E. Cahill, A. Roth, John Brining, who acted as chairm~n 
of the meetings, A. P. Cahill, and H. C. Griffith are of the color 
guard of our forces here, the young men \vho will stand by when 
the old warriors have passed from duty . 

. Among others who are not afraid" to be counted outside the 
orthodox camp are J. N. Day, brother of our good Liberal friend 
of Walla Walla, Dr. Day; O. F. Clark, who can give the hand 
of fellowship although he does embrace more things in heaven 
and -earth than I can find in my philosophy, for he reads the 
Truth Seeker and is not in subjection to the spirits; also George 

OI:ch~rd, ,,,ho thinks that man can live without a brain but not 
without freedom and justice; Alex. Duffy, W. H. Burrows, A. J. 
Dexter, D. C. Gurnsey, FranK Gurnsey, J.' A. Kellogg, Geo. B. 
Baker, J. N. Arnold, Mr. and l\irs. W. O. Boggs; Burns, of the 
Unitarian faith, but not enough to hurt; Hannan, the pioneer of 
the country, who sticks to the Bible through thick and thin and 
constantly quotes it to the clergymen, but somehow or other they 
don't seem to like his quotations any better than if they came 
direct from Ingersoll or Paine; Mr. Mexter, Dr. Day, S.M. 
Martin, who renounces orthodoxy. but delights in Swedenborg 
and revels in the infinite consciousness as the source of all hu
man consciousness, and the divine life and the god within, but is 
willing to leave these questions to science, the Christ of human
ity; G. P. \Vright, O. B. Logan, who has been on the battle-line 
of Freethought for many years; R. E. Peabody, of the Chronicle, 
a paper which dares to have a ·mind of its own and speak it even 
if the clergymen are hit and meanness exposed-all these, 'and 
more whose names I do not remember, have' made a splendid 
company, so that the days have passed as quickly and brightly as 
though the harvest were .already won. Such delightful associa
tions, mingling with cultivated minds and earnest hearts, prepare 
for the sterner and darker fields of conflict. Like its beautiful 
hills, its rippling streams, its shining fields and trees, is the mem
ory of-these ardent and generous comrades, and from this happy 
past I look forward to nobler work, to grander results in the 
radiant future. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

THE LICK BEQUESTS. 

The deed of trust of the Freethinker James Lick, who 'lied 
October I, 1876, charged the Board of Trustees to expend the 
sum of $1,650,000 for benevolent purposes, besides large bequests 
to the Pioneers, the Academy of Sciences, and other beneficiaries.
The money left to the Society of California Pioneers has been 
expended in the erection of a handsome building on Fourth 
street, near the corner of Market, and the Academy of Sciences 
is in process of construction on Market street, near the corner of 
Fourth. These two societies are Lick's residuary legatees. 

But of the $1,650,000, although it has been in the hands of 
the trustees for thirteen years, less than one-half has been applied 
according to, the will of the testator. The trustees were charged 
to expend-

For a monument in San Francisco to Francis Scott Key (au· 
thor of the" Star Spangled Banner") the sum of $60,000._This 
monument was erected in Golden Gate Park and dedicated on 
July 4, 1888. , 

For the Lick Observatory, to contain the most powerful tele· 
scope in the world, the sum of $700,000. The Observatory was 
completed and transferred to the University of California last 
year. 

For a Home for Old L'ldies in San Francisco, $100,000. 
For Free Baths in San Francisco, $15°,000. 
For a California Institute of Mechanic Arts-a manull train

ing-school for the boys and girls of San Francisco-$S40,000.· 
These last three beql1ests have not been carried out. . About 

once in six months a paragraph appears in the papers briefly 
mentioning the free baths. At similar intervals the Home for 
Old Ladies is referred to, and there are occasionally hidden al
lusions to a school of mechanic arts, but the institutions do not 
materialize. 

And there is still another bequest- . 
For statuary to be placed in front of the San Francisco City 
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H tIl and to be emblematic of three significant epochs in the 
history of the state of California, $100,000. 

Considering the present conditi~n of the new City Hall
which could be mistaken for either a ruin or a building in the 
process of erection, while it is neither, being in a state of arrested 
development-the trustees might be excused for not pushing the 
statuary to completion. Nevertheless two years ago competitive 
designs and models were advertised for, and prizes were offered 
-the contract for the execution of the group to the first compet
itor, $500 to the second, and $300 to the third. It is said that 
about twenty-four artists responded to the invitation. All the 
drawing3 and models were pJaced on exhibition and it was an
nounced that a decision would be rendered in a very short time. 
Since then none of the competitors have heard a word; and the 
only answer to repeated questions on the subject has been that 
the trustees could not decide. Of late, however, the opiniQn has 
been circulated that none of the drawings were up to the expec
tations of the trustees. 

Now the trustees have taken a new departure. They have 
offered four sculptors $750 each for designs, the amount to be 
paid whether the models are accepted or not. The first design 
is, in the language of the will, to represent the history of the 
state, from the early settlements of the missions to the acquisition 
of California by the United States; the second, fiom such acqui
sition by the United States to the time when agriculture became, 
the leading interest of the state; the third, from the last-named 
period to the first day of January, 1874. 

This does not look like business, but when it is con~idered 
that one of the parties who will. get $750 for his work is in the 
employ of one of the trustees, suspicions are aroused that the 
contract is a job, though a" small one. However, if within a 
reasonable time statuary, of a satisfactory character is produced 
the public will not examine too closely into the way it was done. 
But if something is not done soon it will be necessary to add an
other group in order to represent the epoch which passed while 
the trustees were inactive. 

Regarding the other bequests, it is not exaggeration to say that 
the pUblicis impatient. The baths are badly needed; so are the 
Institute of Mechanic Arts and the Old Ladies' Home. The 
trustees have the funds at hand, and know the purpo~e for which 
they are intended. In the nam.e of all that is reasonable, why 
don't they wake up and do something~ '!P 

THE PORTLAND CONVENTION. 

'There was never in the history of Secularism in the \Vest so 
promising and so important an event as the coming Convention 
at Portland. It will be held at a time when the city is full of 
visitors from all parts of the Northwest, and also at a time when 
many of the best Liberal lecturers of the country are able to be 
present, and these two facts in conjunction Ehould insure large 
attendance and good enthusiasm. 

The Oregon State Secular Union is fortunate in having for a 
president such a man as Mr. C. Beal. He evidently accepted the 
.office with a view to doing the work which the position involves, 
:and nobly is he performing his task. Nobody can read his 
weekly communications, reports, and appeals in FREETHOUGHT 
without feeling a deep interest in the Convention and a strong 
desire to attend. We hope to hear of an attendance of thousands; 
of grand speeches, noble enthusiasm, generous contributions, 
and the general evidences of renewed devotion to the cause of 
Secularism, 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought' Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sundav 
evening, ~eptember 8, at 8 o'clock. Mr. W. O. Howe will speak 
on "Usury, and How to Abolish It." 

FRIENDS of FREETHOUGHT-and we count every reader as a 

friend-should remember that the present is the dull season for 

papers whose circulation is principally rural. Realizing this, 

they do not need more than an intimation that whatever they 

are able to do for this paper will be most timely if done now. 

Send us subscribers, renewals, book orders; or any other form of 

encouragement you may be moved to extend. 

CONSIDERABLE space is occupied in this issue. by letters on the 
coming Portland Convention. ,It is a timely topic, and full of 
interest. 

JUDGE J. G. l\tI.<\GU1RE has gone East, and will lecture there on 
the single tax. Henry George is coming West, and will lecture 
here on the same subject. Thus the equilibrium of the planet is 
preserved. 

NEARLY half a million people visit the exposition at Paris on 
Sunday. The American exhibitors cover their goods from the 
profane eyes of the Sabbath-breakers, and get ridiculed for their 
purit1l.nism. 

IN the cases of fifteen men arrested at Kansas City, Mo., for 
violating the'Sunday law, Judge Boland decided last Monday that 
the law was unconstitutional. The city attorney will appeal to a 
higher court. 

J. M. WHEELER, of the London Freethinker, having made a 
trip to Beau~ieu, in an out-of-the-way portion of England, reports 
that he ran across laborers whose weekly wage, all told, amounted 
to seven shillings-about $1.70. At this place the people were 
so pious that they were afraid to give a drink of water to strangers 
on Sunday. 

JUDGE GIBSON, of Oakland, gave some sage advice the other 
day to the mother of a girl who showed symptoms of religious 
dementia. The girl testified that she was never allowed to go 
anywhere except to church, and the judge admonished the parent 
to keep her from religious society for a while and let her attend 
parties and the theatre. 

A YOUNG woman named Pennock was sent to the insane asylum 
last Monday, from this city, crazed with the delusion that God 
had cursed her and that she ,vas "doomed." There seems to be 
no end to the number of victimsof the mind-wrecking religion 
taught in our pUlpits, and there will be none until the falsehoods 
of the churs;h are destroyed by truth and reason. 

WE have received a copy of the" Fritankaren, organ for 
Sveriges fritankare," published at Stockholm, Sweden" Viktor 
E. Lennstrand och Alfred Lindkvist, redaktorer. Not being 
familiar with the tongue of the Swedes we are unable to enjoy 
the many good things which the Fritankaren doubtle3s contains. 
Editor Lennstrand was at last report undergoing a trial for 
blasphemy. 

WHEN Mr. Frank Dallam, editor of the Lincoln County Times 
(Davenport, Wash.), goes on a vacation he should be careful 
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what kind of an animal he leaves in his editorial chair. The 
long-eared sort of biped who got out the Times of August 23 
would ruin the reputation of any paper in a month. . A writer 
who in one brief article can abuse the Freethinker and insult the 
Christian by saying the latter is no better, has the wrong qualifi
cations for a successful journalist. 

WE received last week this touching note: 
BOSTON, Aug. 21, 1889. 

FRIENDS PUTNAM AND MACDONALD: It is my sad task to inform you 
that our old friend Horace Seaver passed quietly away this morning at 
11:25. Thus we lose a most worthy man. Yours in grief, 

J. P. M~NDUM. 

SO may we all pass-quietly, laden with years and with hon
ors, and lamented most by those who knew us best. 

STILL another "Christ \" Among the pa~sangers of the Zelan
dia, which arrived from Australia the other da.y, was an English
man who had excited the attention of the passengers by his queer 
conduct. \Vhen the vessel docked he went ashore, leaving his 
baggage to take care of itself, and wandered along the wharves 
softly humming and whistling religious tunes. A police officer 
found him at this occupation and took him in charge. At the 
city prison he kept his soft melodies going and refused to talk 
except to say that he came from Sidney and that he was Jesus 
Chr:st. He .was booked as insane and sent to the Home for 
Inebriates. 

THE Evening Post says: 
"A Tennessee judge has instructed his grand jury' to indict all per. 

sons who publicly express Infidel sentiments.' That judge's zeal out
runs his judgment. He does not help the cause of Christianity." 

. The Posrevidently ·never:heard of such a thingr as religious 
liberty, but judges the rightfulness of an act according to its effect 
upon" the cause of Christianity." If the Tennessee jurist's course 
should result in making a Christian of every person in the state 
it would still be execrable, as salvation from any possible terrors 
in the next ,,'orld . is of small account compared with salvation 
from bigotry and religious intolerance in this. 

A WRITER in the Chicago Open Court makes this argument 
against the single tax: "In the summer of 1 854 I belonged to a 
party of surveyors in California. We were employed by the state 
to run the section lines of five townships of land in Kern county, 
near B.iker's Ferry. It was then a desolate country-covered 
mostly with alkali shoe deep, in some places a little sage-brush, 
and stunted cactus, with some willows by the alkaline pools. I 
would not have accepted the tract surveyed for my summer's 
work. The' God-given right'to the whole 115,000 acres of land 
would not have supported a thousand jack rabbits. Within the 
last few rears a company, seeing the possibilities of the situation, 
have flumed K.ern river, CO!1st~ucted irrigating ditches, and made 
this desert productive. Baker's Ferry, a single cabin and a rope 
ferry, has become a city of 2,000 inhabitants, and the land, abso
lutely valueless at one time, is now worth say fifty dollars per 
acre. Now is there any justice in taxing the brains and pluck of 
these corporators or of those who are occupying these lands now, 
to equalize .my lack of brains thirty-five years ago?" Leaving 
the single tax out of the question, would not the result have been 
more prOfitable to the people if the state or the· government had 
reclaimed these arid lands and let them go to small purchasers at 
cost? This is a matter to be considered by the Senate Committee 

now in California. 

OBSERVAT~ONS. 

\Vhen I limped into the hall where the Freethought Society 
met last Sunday night Brother Sshroeder kindly inquired how 
the sprained ankle was progr~ssing, and said he trusted I would 
be in good form for the schaufest of the Turn Verein next month. 
Many others extended the hand of sympathy, so that I felt it was 
good to be there. 

The meeting being called to order by Vice-President Lemme, 
the Misses Haelke played their zithers with pleasing effect, and Mr. 
Thomas Curtis was introduced as the honorable speaker of the 
evening. Mr. Curtis took for his subject " Fifty Years of Free
thought." He said that he had been reared in the bosom and 
bowels of the Presbyterian church in England, achurch known 
as independent. The members of that society were not numer
ous, but they were very firm in the belief that members of other 
churches stood a slim chance of being saved. Mr. Curtis was 
first led to doubt by being asked to name the father of Christ. 
He replied, "The Holy Ghost, of course." When solicited 
to furnish proof of this, he turned to the gospels, but there found 
that the evangelists traced the genealogy of Jesus to Joseph. He 
asked a minister about the matter. The minister told him he 
must not examine; he must believe, otherwise he would be 
damned. Mr. Curtis said he took the risk, and doubted. In his 
pursuit of truth he became acquainted with George Jacob Holy
oake, Robert Cooper, Thomas Cooper, and O'Brien, author of a 
Life of Robespierre. At that time, over forty years ago, Brad
laugh was not known. There were meetings at S1. John's Insti
tute, where, in the coffee-room, the young men discussed the
ology. 

In 1849 Mr. Curtis came to America and assimilated with the 
Liberals of Philadelphia. They had a Sunday Institute in the 
city, Thomas llman president, and Robert Walling and James 
West prominent members. A great convention occurred shortly 
in New York, with two hundred delegates from all parts of the 
country. Mr. Curtis went from Philadelphia, and at the conven
tion he met Josiah P. l\Iendum, Horace Seaver, John S. Verity, 
and Gilbert Vale, author of the Life of Paine. Great crowds 
were in attendance, Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose being one of the 
speakers. 

Mr. Curtis related his experience with Joseph Barker in 
Philadelphia. Ba.rker professed to be a Freethinker, and the 
Philadelphia Liberal society engaged him to conduct one side of 
a debate with a local clergyman. The society agreed to pay him 
fifty dollars for four evenings, but the attendance was so large 
that they were able to give him nearly eight hundred dollars. 
Mexican quarters were in circulation in those days, and when 
they offered them to Barker he refused them because they were 
light. The society concluded that Barker was a Liberal for rev
enue only and declined to have anything more to do with him. 
Here turned to England, joined the Methodist church, and went to 
lecturing against Infidelity. He denied ever hadng been an 
Atheist, but Mr. Curtis had in his possession a declaration in 
Barker's own handwriting that he (Barker) believed in neither 
gods, devils, hea\'en, nor hell. This declaration Mr. Curtis for
warded to Charles Bradlaugh, who followed Barker over the 
country with it. 

The speaker also gave some reminiscences of the antislavery 
agitators he had known, among them Garrison, Henry C. Wright, 
Stephen Foster, Abbie Gail Foster, Lucretia Mott, Chas. Birney, 
and \Vendell Phillips. 

Mr. Curtis called attention to the change wrought since fifty 
years ago. France was then in the hands of a mo~ with the 
Jesuits in power. Mexico was owned by the CatholIc church, 
and the priests walked over the flag. Italy was ruled by the 
pope. These c·ountries have since become free. 

Within this same time the world has witnessed the growth of 
modern Spiritualism. Mr. Curtis attended a convention at Rut
land, where he met many curiosities in the spiritual line. Elder 
Evans was there, and A. J. D"wis, and a man named Hudson, 
who gave telegraphic communications from the other world at 
$2 per hour. Henry Seybert, who left a large sum of II?oney for 
the investigation of psychic phenomena, spent $600 WIth Hud.. 
son for this spiritual telegraphy. 
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Mr. Curtis's lecture was one of th~ most entertaining yet given 
before the society, and he closed amid hearty applause. 

The next speaker was Mr. Schou, whose remarks were accom
panied by a collection. 

Mr. Palanca followed with an address which he had well con
sidered beforehand, and which he was therefore able to give 
with force and precision. It dealt with the antagonizing forces 
of authoritv on the one hand and fraternity on the other. 

Mr. Knight spoke by invitation. Religions, he said, were like 
men. They are born, get old, decay, and die. They must not 
be changed. A change of the creed is equivalent to an admi~
sion that it was previously wrong; that those who accepted It 
believed a lie, and are therefore lost, although they died in the 
faith. For this reason creeds are left behind, the people growing 
awav from them. 

1\1r. Paddon made some references to the unreasonab~e char
acter of belief in a supreme ruler over the aggregate of natur~; 
Mr. Knio-ht recurred in order to chide Mr. Paddon for h13 
severity, ~nd Mr. Curtis closed the discussion by defi!nding Mr. 
Paddon's method. . 

At the next" meeting Mr. W. O. Howe, of Oakland, will give 
the remainder of his address on the abolition of usury. 

Last Monday and Tuesday the Chinese residents of San Fran
cisco celebrated the birthday anniversary of one of their deities. 
The celebration was preceded by a week of charity, during which 
any poor person in Chinatown could get all he wanted to eat by 
applyino- at the right place. The god's name is How 'Wong. 
Severalohundred years before the Christian era How \Vong was a 
general and there was never such a prince in friendship or in 
war. When he fought he slew the Tartars by dozens, and in 
peace he establi~hed free soup hou~es. He ?o~s not profess to 
be a first-class high-power god, but lIke the Vlrgm Mary he does 
a fair business at prayer-answering, and awhile ago his devotees 
got so much luck from his influence that they came near being 
barred out of lottery games; but the gamblers imported a devil 
as an offset, and so were able to hold their advantage. How 
Wono-0 is like\'lise a healer of the siCk, and by paying his priest 
from four bits to a dollar the invalid is entitled to be cured. 
The god is preserved in the form of a wooden idol, and has a 
tern pIe on StOckton street. 

On Tuesday, attracted by the sound of Chinese .music, I went 
up Washington street. t? see for t.nyself the Mong~lIan method of 
giving vent to the Iehglous emotlOns. A procesSlOn had f~rmed 
on the street which for true gorgeousness surpassed anythIng to 
be seen in the world outside of China. It was gotten up ab30
lutely regardless of expense. There were satin banners as large 
as the mainsail of a yacht, and requiring three men each to carry 
them, one holding the staff twenty feet long, an~ two .others 
bracing it up with poles. There ~er: horses capans~ned m em
broidered silk; hundreds of men msIlken robes; deSigns worked 
in flowers that no sane florist would make for a hundred dollars 
apiece' band-wao-ons with silk canopies; gonfalons of wonder
ful pat~erns; mi~ic theatres on wheels; soldiers wit~ fearful but 
not dangerous weapons; groups representing somethIng or other; 
living puppets enacling farces; bearded ~en a~d b.ear~ed wom
en with fantastic headgear, and everythIng glIttenng m all the 
goid, silver, and mirrors that could be fastened to it. Last of all 
came the great dragon, carried hy about thirty men, whose upper 
parts were concealed in its body, and whose legs gave it the ap
pearance of a big centipede. The dragon appeared to be a 
hundred and fifty feet long or thereabouts, and its bearers gave it 
an up-and-down' motion by means of poles which they raised and 
lowered and crossed and re-cro;:;sed the street to produce the 
serpenti~e effect. The head of the dragon would have given 
John the Revelator a fit of delirium jim-jams. It was mainly 

. mouth and the mouth was full of terrible teeth and a walloping 
tongue'. It had eyes made of big round mirrors, horns like 
barber-poles, and ears wherein a ,Priest might stand an.d preach 
an effective sermon. The lunatIcs who had the head m charge 

. were laboring under the greatest degree of excitement. They 
charged right and left, thrusting the dragon toward one side and 
then the other, reared and cavorted and perspired. 

During all this the. Chine3e citizen~ who filled the sidewalk 

showed no enthusiasm. They looked on as became a race of 
stoics. To them the procession was what a procession of priests 
is to a lot of Catholics. It was Chinese high mass, or elevation 
of their host, and presented various other primitive aspec~s. of 
Romish-pagan mummery. They even had the ark contamIng 
the sacred sym boIs and relics, while one man carried two 
buckets of hog's blood in which the sins of the people for the 
past year were supposed to be gathered-buckets and blood to 
be burned at night as an offering and atonement. 

Here are two buckets filled with gore
Your sins throw in the can, 

And then Ah Sin may sin some more 
The same as 'Melican man. 

When the celebrants had borne the dragon around as long as 
there was-any fun in it, they cavorted back to the temple with 
him and laid him up for another year. 

BRIEP HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The laborers of San Francisco turned out about 5,000 in cele
bration of Labor Day, Sept. 2.--There was a $50,000 fire at 
Ukiah, Cal., on Tuesday, destroying the Palace Hotel, a portion 
of Odd Fellows' Hall, and other buildings.--The Sa~ Francisco 
Cremation Society held its annual meeting on the 4th mst. The 
society has purchased a lot on California and Laurel streets and 
contemplates erecting a $25,000 crematory.--A number of 
Sand wich Island converts to Mormonism recently passed throt1g~ 
San Francisco on their way to Salt Lake.--Long Hang Tsang, 
the Chinese consul, denies the charges of embezzlement and mal
feasance in office, and declares they are all newspaper talk.-
Rain fell in Los AnCTe1es, Orange, and San Bernardino counties 
last S:1turday.--The Terry-Neagle-Field shooting case is being 
tried in the federal court. The question of jurisdiction will be 
settled later.--The United States Senatorial Committee upon 
the Reclamation of Arid Lands is inspecting California.·--A 
Catholic priest named Quinn, of Spokane Fall:.:, W. T., was fin.cd 
$100 in the police court at St. Paul, August 29, charged with 
taking indecent liberties with little girls. He had been a teacher 
in the Spokane Falls Catholic school, and left there to go to Bal
timore to defend himself against the charge of immoral conduct. 
--Tacoma Wash., had a very narrow escape from a disastrous 
conflagration' on the 29th ult. A fire broke out within the busi
ness portion of the city and for a time it looked as if the experi
ence of Spokane Falls and Seattle was to be repeated, but the 
wind was light and the new engines got the fire under control 
after it had destroyed about $75,000 worth of property. 

Last Sunday, it is claimed, Cooper Graham, of Philadelphia, 
went over Niao-ara Falls in a barrel. He was picked up alive 
but unconscio~s, and says he does not want to repeat the trip. 
--An ., uprising" of colored people is reported from Laflore 
county, Miss., and troops were ordered out Sept. I. There has 
been some rioting.--The jurors in the Cronin murder case 
will be chosen from among the farmers in Chicago's suburbs. 
--The mother of John L._Sullivan, the pugilist, died in Boston 
last week. Sullivan was beastly drunk at the time.--Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, the author and poet, celebrated his eightieth 
birthday, at Beverly Farm, near Boston, Aug. 29.--Thirty 
prominent citizens of Galesburg, Ill., are cited to appear b~fore 
the United S:ates Circuit Court in October as defendants m a 
suit instituted by Rev. C. A. Nyblandh. Nyblandh was transient 
pastor of the First Lutheran Church_a~ G~lesb~:g last fall, and 
was discharged because of reports allegmg IllegitImate parentage. 
He escaped a trial on the charge because the case was outlawed. 
He charges several of the defendants with false imprisonment 
and others with defamation of character and asks for $25,000 
damages. 

The great strike of London coal heavers is still on.--The 
queen prorogued Parliament Aug. 30.--0'Brien, the Irish 
editor, was again placed in jailla5t Monday, at Galway, for hold~ 
ing illegal meetings.--Public sentiment in China is said to be 
in favor of excluding all Americans. There were at last a'tcounts 
about a thousand Americans, more than half missionaries, in the 
Flowery Kingdom. 

." Liberty and Morality," by W. S. Bell. IS cents. 
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THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

W. F. Benjamin, of Roseburg, one of her leading citizens, 
writes that he will favor me with a list of names, has 'published a 
notice of the convention free. and will do so again, in the Plain
dealer. The letter is good, intelligent, and practical throughout, 
for which our friend has the thanks of the many thousands of 
Liberals in the northwest. Dr. York and wife write that they 
will be at the convention and meet their many old friends. In 
the next issue we will publish a list of twelve to fifteen speakers. 
And here it wonld be well to remind Liberals of the reduced 
rates of fare. I am told they expect 100,000 people here from 
Sept. 26 to Oct. 26, at the great Industrial Fair. :Fifty musicians 
will be here from New York city at an expense of $10,000. But' 
the cheapest and best here will be our great re-union of the dif
ferent branches of the Liberal family .. 

David Wittenberg, of East Portland, has taken a Life Mem
bership in the Union. I crossed the plains with this honest man 
in 1862. He was a Hungarian patriot along with Louis Kos
suth. 

Eldridge Morse, of Snohomish, writes that a delegation will 
be here to the convention, and that Mr. Underwood will soon 
deliver seven lectures at this "village on the sound." 

Prof. James Roderick Kendell will deliver an address before 
the convention. E. G. Caukins, of this city, one of Horace 
Seaver's patrons for thirty years, threw five dollars into the treas
ury as he passed our faithful N eunert on the street. 

The contract is closed by which the grand ball will be fur
nished with music by Roos & Hodgson's Aerial Orchestra of six 
professors. Ladies will be admitted free; gentlemen one dollar, 
and a superb lunch is to be served free by the Portland and East 
Portland Liberal ladies. This celebrated orchestra will give 
some of its best selections on Saturday morning. and lead the 
audience in singing "America," "A Thousand Years My Own 
Columbia," the Paine song, and other pieces. Liberab should 
reach here on Friday evening to be present at this morning ban
quet of speech and song. 

James Laird, of Roseburg, wdtes that he is doing all he can 
to make up the convention. He is one of our reliable vice
presidents. James K. Sears, of McCoy, Or., is doing all he can 
to make up the convention by inviting attendance and organizing 
his forces for that purpos~: 

The O. S. S. U. has a most excellent secretary in Brother 
Sears. Louise E. Bennett, of Corvallis, one of the mothers of 
Liberalism and a vice-president, sars they are raising money, 
some giving five dollars, and will have it here for use in the great 
caus~. She sends a fine list of needed names. We hope this 
good woman will say a few words at our convention for the en
couragement of Latter Day Liberals. Mrs. Lois vVaisbrooker 
will deliver a short address at our meeting, and we send her note 
for publication. Miss Mattie Blaisdell is at work on a most 
beautiful and costly banner to be presented to the convention 
with an address. 

As the work proceeds the programme is growing on me. and 
I am so constituted that I cannot well do two things at once or 
work well when matters are mixed. Therefore I ask those in
terested to allow the six meetings on Saturday and Sunday to be 
devoted absolutely to speech and song. Do nothing else and 
think of nothing else. Then I have a speaker to open the con
ference on Monday morning, to be followed all day with five to 
ten minute speeches, and a ball in the evening. If these are 
made successful it will be easv to extend the conference one or 
two days more and have radical lectures at night by our many 
speakers. As the talk at the Union proper must be on the Nine 
Demands only. we will find a great desire to hear more radical 
thought on Liberalism. This will suit speakers and hearers. 
Let us ~trike while the iron is hot. 

I will invite Liberals through FREETHOUGHT to formulate ques
tions or propositions for discuEsion at our conference, and wiJI 
give afew to introduce the matter: 

Should Liberals take up public as well as private collections? 
Shall we emplov one or more persons to deliver lectures to the 

people on the Nine Demands of Liberalism during the conling 
year? 

How shall we raise money to defray the expenses of the next 
annual convention? 

Shall we select fifteen responsible and worthy persons to 
become incorporated under the laws of the stat~ of Or~gon to 
receive gifts, dc:vises, bequests, deposits of personal, mixed and 
real property, to build halls, support lecturers, disseminate litera
ture and support our Liberal papers according to the will of the 
donors? 

Shall the Liberals of Oregon, \Vashington, Idah(), and British 
Colum bia purchase a piece of land in Portland and build a Free
thought Hall or Temple thereon for future use? 

\Vill Liberals examine these and send in others and thereby 
virtually determine what they will talk about at the conference? 

James \Vardwell, of Emmett, Idaho, sends five dollars on ex
penses. It is a case of more dollars than word:.:. F. Hauswirth, 
of North Yamhill, says: "The call is a good move and should 
have been done years ago. I am in favor of Liberalism and the 
secularization of the government. I will be pre3ent, give no:ice 
in local papers, and raise some money. Here are some names." 

W. T. Booth. of McMinnville, says: "I will be at the con
vention and bring all I can with me. \Vill bring all the money 
I can, and raise some from others if possible." 

Liberals. this communication is now too long, but a few words 
yet with you. If you do not come and bring your friend!), or if 
you come to one meeting and go off on business or sight-seeing 
the next, then I cannot make this meeting. The cause in that 
event would be discouraged everywhere, as so many expectations 
have been created. Remember this convention comes in the 
middle of the great fair. A hint to the wise and conscientious 
is sufficient. C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

So far as the question of a large attendance at the Masonic 
Hall, Portland, Or., Oct. 12, 13, and 14, is concerned, letters 
from all parts of Washington banish all anxiety; and the shrewd, 
excellent judgment of the Committee in presenting unparalleled 
attractions at the opening session, on Saturday morning·, Oct. 12, 
will insure all making especial efforts to be pre~ent at the very 
commencement of the convention. 

It is now certain that there will be lectures and addresses by 
the most able exponents of our principles; a great gathering; a 
grand rally of leading Liberals; a full report of the convention in 
all the leading journals of the northwest; the jolliest, merriest, 
most brilliant and enjoyable ball; the most social and superb 
supper (free), and the awakening of unb~unded enthusiasm; 

And yet there is reason for great anxiety, because all this will 
eventually count for naught, unless the opportunity is improved 
to fully discuss, decide, and harmonize on some practical plan to 
carrv on the work. 

The enemy is vigilant, well organized, provided with abund· 
ance of funds, and unscrupulous. Both ~ur state legislatures 
must be sharply watched; the schemes of the foes of liberty de
feated; the needed literature distributed, not alone among the 
members of our legislative bojjes. but also amon'5 their constit· 
uents at home, so they will be induced to me their influence to 
insure just and prevent unjust and vicious legislation. The living 
voice of our representative mmt be he3.fd, the face be seen, the 
presence felt, the irresistible arguments of tru~h properly pre
sented. 

Efforts should be made to insure our Liberal papers very large 
increase of their circulation; every abJe worthr ]e:turer receive 
ample encouragement, that others yet more able may be induced 
to take the field. 

The churches receive over twenty-six million dollars a year 
for preaching Christianity, supers'.ition, and intolerance, and to 
carry out their fanatical, liberty-destroying ~cheme::i. How need
ful that every precaution be taken that our limited funds are used 
wisely, and ·gulrded from possibility of was~e or mislpplicltion. 

Th::>se powerful organiza~ions, the National Reform Associa
tion, the American S.lbbath Union, and the \Voman's Christian 
Temp(unce Union, have jo.ined forces; pledged th:~~selves to 
more determined and pers15tent efforts to enforce ngld ob3erv
ance of Sunday. and to use every lawful means and influence to 
defeat every candidate for political office who will not pledge 
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himself to do all in his power to secure "an acknowledgment 
and performance of the nation's duty to guard and protect the· 
church, by suppressing all public violation of the moral law; by 
maintaining a system of public school::;, indoctrinating their youth 
in morality and virtue; by exempting church property from tax
ation, and by providing her funds out of the public treasury for 
carrying on her aggressive work at home and in the foreign 
field." (Christian Statesman.) , 

Liberals of Oregon and Washington, what will you do to de
feat these schemes? How much money shall we contribute? 
In what manner shall it be collected, and how shall our contri
butions be expended? 'rVe must depend on the wealthy Liberals 
to give generously of their abundance. but let the poorest wage
worker feel that in this struggle he or she is an honored helper, 
giving from scant store as freely, and more in proportion than 
the possessor of a~undance, thus maintaining independence and ' 
doubling their interest in the work; while the wealthy"knowing 
that all are doing all they can, will be encouraged to come to the 
rescue in times of great or special need. . 

\Ve have reached the critical time when every lover of liberty 
must do his or her full share in helping forward the work. 

Come to the convention; let us have a grand, good time. But 
let the enjoyment of the grand ball and sumptuous banquet be 
intensified by the delightful assurance" so far we have done our 
duty-the plan of future work is decided upon, and is one on 
which all can unite." And then the enjoyment and enthusiasm 
of the convention will only be the precursor of that glorious cele
bration of the ultimate victory of Reason, Right, Truth, and Lib
erty, so soon to follow. C. B. REYNOLDS. 

To THE LIBERALS OF OREGON AND WASHIXGTON: Let every one 
who possibly can go to the Oregon State Convention of Liberals 
to be held in MasonicHall, Portland, Oct. 12, 13, and 14. Rail
road fares will be reduced one-half on account of the Pacific 
Northwest's great fair and exhibition held from Sept. 26 to Oct. 
26, so our friends can attend both the fair and convention by 
paying fare one way. .. 

Upon arriving at Portland I found Brother Beal, the president 
of the Oregon State Secular Union. overrun with business, get
ting ready for the meeting and doing herculean work to make it 
the biggest gathering of Liberals ever held on this coast. Some 
twelve to fifteen speakers have promised to be here from Chi
cago, Kansas City, and other places, and the best talent in the 
country. So let our friends all up and down the coast and over 
the mountains resolve to lend a helping hand. Come if possible; 
anyway, send in five dollars, two, or even one dollar, for it takes 
cash to run a big meeting like this. Several have given $20, $10, 
and $5, but it will need $500 at least to pay current expenses-
advertising, circulars, preliminary work, etc. The church, the 
God-in-the-Constitution party, the W. C. T. U., the Y. M. C. A., 
and the Sabbath Union have appointed meetings here in Octo
ber, and they are leaving no stone untumed to get control of our 
laws and bind us to observe their Sabbath and acknowledge their 
God J~hovah. Their agents are everywhere at work through the 
preachers and churches at the new states' constitutional conven
tions, sparing neither work nor cash to carry out their plans. If 
our friends do not want laws similar to those in Alabama and 
several other states where a man may be denied the right of suf
frage. may be denied his evidence in court, or to sit on the jury, 

web with no way out except by revolution. Carelessness allowed 
human slavery to be engrafted on this country, and see the cost 
and waste of life to eradicate it. A worse fate is in store for our 
grand, glorious country again if we do ne.thing to checkmate this 
monster, the united church power. 

So, friends, one and all, far and near, take an interest, do your 
part, do all you can, be resolved to help fight the battle, for it 
must be fought, and the longer we put off the more bitter and 
more costly will it be. Come to the convention if possible, but 
send a remittance (for that will give you an interest) to C. Beal, 
president, Portland. Comrade Beal is an old man, but hon_est 
and capable, and is giving two months' hard labor, 'without pay, 
to work up this convention. He is a poor man, but has paid out 
hundreds of dollars for lectures here in Portland. This is the 
kind of stuff we want all our friends to show they are made of; 
so "on to Portland-" now with the necessary lucre, and in person 
Oct. 12, 13, and ...I4. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

NORTH YA!\IHILL,. Or., Au.;. 29, 1889. 
C. BEAL, Liberal Fnend: I received your last letter some 

time ago, and let me say in reply that I appreciate the efforts 
you are making to make the convention a success, and I further 
know that your task is a gigantic one. . I hope I can do some
thing to aid in the work. I shall speak in Forest Grove Sunday 
and in McMinnville the following Sunday, and I shall exhort the 
Liberals to be in attendance, and assist financially. I shall write 
a notice of the convention for our county paper. I think-there 
will be several from this place in attendance. 

I do not agree with Mr. Bell about exacting pay for lectures at 
the conventio'n; so far as I am concerned, I shall expect no pay. 
I am \villing to give that much for the cause. I have made 
many such a "little sacrifice" for Liberalism, and expect to in 
the future. ' 

You asked that I suggest methods how to make up and carry 
on the convention. Now, I am a novice in the business of or
ganizations, either in religion or politics, and I am the most re
cent recruit in the Liberal lecture field, so I think I shall not be 
·presumptuous enough to think I can instruct older and more 
experienced men. 

Hoping that the convention will be a grand success and the 
work go steadily on, I am, Fraternally yours, 

• GEO. H. DAWES. 

EAST PORTLAND, Or., Aug. 8, 1889. 
PRESIDENT BEAL, Dear St'r: In answer to your kind invita

tion to be one of the speakers at your convention in October I 
would say: I admire the liberality.which leads you to "open 
communion" with those not of your faith-no, that does not ex
press the idea, for so far as practical work here in this life is 
concerned I fully agree with you; but what in the eyes of some 
who call themselves Liberals is as bad as being a Christian, I 
believe in a future life-am what is called a Spiritualist, and 
though well aware that the remnants, and often more than the 
remnants, of church superstition are found in our ranks, I never 
go back on my colors, but hope to see the day when everything 
that has grown out of the idea of a personal God will be dis
carded by every sensible man and woman. Believing in another 
state of existence, 1 also believe that the best preparation for it is 
to live for this while here. 

they must wake up to the needs f)f the hour. Our opponents are.- I am in full accord with the Nine Demands of Liberalism, as 
rich and strong, and are determined that Infidels shall have no are all who are willing to do as they. would be done by, and will 
rights that they will be bound to respect. Church power is in- be with you at your convention and do what I can to justify the 
creasing and concentrating by uniting, monopoly, trusts, corpora- honor you confer upon me. Fraternally, LOIS WAISBROOKER. 
tions, legal steals; aU are binding or trying to bind 'and gag the P. S.-1 hope and expect that you will have a grand meeting 
individual. Hence the need for this convention. We must -one that will extend its influence all over the Pacific coast. 
meet and organize and lay plans, cut out our work so as to work L. W. 
together. We can accomplish but little except we unite and pull 
together. We want to get rid of the Comstock laws so far as DEAR MR. BEAL: Received yours, and I accept your kind 
they muzzle the press, the Sunday laws that would make every invitation and that of the Board of Directors of the Oregon State 
town and hamlet a sort of graveyard on Sundays, keep God out Secular Union to be present at the annual convention to be held 
of the Constitution and hell out of the people, and preachers out at Portland Oct. I 2, 1 3, and 14. I regard thi:; gathering as of 
of the halls of legislation. If we sit supiJ?ely by for this freedom the highest importance and believe that it will greatly help to 
wrecking party to go on in their holy superstition, we will soon advance the cause of Liberalism. The· objeCts of such a con
find that we, like the careless flies, -are caught in the spider's, vention are many. The first thing is to bring those Liberals to
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gether who are def:ply interested' in the work in their own local
ities, to become acquainted and join forces for larger action. 
Earnest Liberals have hitherto been isolated, and the organized 
power of the churches has not b~en resisted as it ought to be. If 
all the earnest Lib_rals would combine together throughout the 
state and the Pacific Coast the influence of Liberalism would be 
increased tenfold. The mere fact of coming totYether in one 
body would of itself be a mighty factor. 0 

Again, we need to come together to talk up plans of organizl
tion and work-both for state and local purposes. So long as 
church property is exempt from taxation and Sabbath legislation 
is maintained there is a pressing neces:.ity for action. But the 
local work, including not simply political but intellectual, moral, 
and sochl advancement, demands serious consideration. We 
want to know how Freethought can best reconstruct the world of 
thought, and virtue, and hope, on the basis of nature, science, 
and humanity. All the experience and wisdom of the best minds 
should here be brought into requisition. 

But a further object of the convention is to arouse indifferent 
Liberals. Nine-tenths of the Liberals of the country are indif
ferent. They let things drift. A few in every community have 
to do the work, and more than half the Liberals will not lift a 
hand or give a cent in aid of lectures or papers. This is a most 
unfortunate state of affairs, and the object of the convention is to 
~ave so grand a gl.thering and to bring -into play such means of 
impulse and attraction that beyond the earnest Liberals a power 
s.h:;tll reach the indifferent Liberals to arOU:3e them to a percep
tIOn of the dangers of the situation, and also to kindle in them 
the enthusiasm of humanity, by which they shall realize th'lt the 
highest life is not·for themselves only, but for all the world. The 
convention is not, therefore, to be a m~rely business convention, 
but also a gathering for the creation of an impulse that shall stir 
those who are now indifferent to an activ.:! interest in the move
ment. 

Furthermore, we want to reach the great general public. We 
cannot do this by business sessions or by talk among ourselves 
as to the best plans of work. There must be great gatherings 
and representative speakers. A business session is of imporlance, 
but it cannot reach the masses. The masses, the general public 
.and indifferent Liberals, will not attend a business meeting how
ever interesting and important it may be. Two hundred might 
attend a business meeting, while two thousand would attend a 
well advertised meeting addressed by able Freethought speakers. 
In our anxiety to' formulate plans of action, to build an engine, 
we 'must not forget that we must make steam; we must create 
material, and this can be done only by public gatherings at which 
no business is transacted, but where thought, imagination, and 
oratory, the most brilliant presentation of our ideas, shall reach 
the masses, who could be reached in no other way, and if not 
reached in this way would always be in profound ignorance of 
Freethought. I refer to this because I notice a tendency to 
make most of the sessions of the convention business sessions. 
I think this a mistake. I think two business sessions would be 
amply sufficient. Methods and means have already been so 
fully discussed, and working Liberals are so intelligent in these 
matters that we know what we want and how to get it without 
much discussion; but I think the main force of the convention 
should be used to gain and influence the vast indifferent and in
imical public by speeches from our best men and women; by a 
large attendance, those interested gathering from all parts to swell 
the concourse; by music, if we can have it, also a festival occa
sion. We want our convention to be reported in the news
papers, and l~oked upon as an affair of world-wide importancp.. 
. These are my ideas of what the convention should be-a little 
different from what have been given by others, but not so dif
ferent but what the most thorough harmony· can prevail. Our 
method should be inclusive and not exclusive. 

The objects of the convention should be many, not one. The 
objects as I understand them are: (I) To make fellowship 
among earne3t Liberals; (2) to discuss and adopt best plans of 
organization for state and local work; (3) to arouse the mass of 
indifferent Liberals to action;. (4) to reach and interest and com
mand the attention of the vast general public-the world itself
to our aims, purposes, ideas~ and· methods. ' A convention like 

this will certainly be a landmark in the now wonderful advance 
of Freethought. Yours truly, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

A FESTIVAL OP PAITH AT PLYMOUTH. 

The two hundred and sixty-ninth anniversary of the embark
ation of the Pilgrims for New England, says Moncure D. Conway 
in the Open Court, has witnessed the first celebration of their 
venture which can be called national. Festivities of Forefathers' 
Dar have been kept up by societies of New England people 
throughout the cQumry, but the nation has regarded Plymouth 
Rock as a partly sectional, partly religious symbol. But the 
Rock has had its national importance. It has an almost ludi
crous physical smallness when one sees it, for the reason that it 
looms so large in pulpit and patriotic eloquence. It has wit
nessed the transformation of the first church fo.unded by the Pil
grims to Unitarianism. The phases of political faith in the 
country may be gathered from the orations beside that Rock of 
Winslow, Webster, Everett. Choate, and \Vendell Phillips. If 
my reader is puzzled about Winslow, let me say that Edward, son 
of Governor \Vinslow, delivered the first oration at Plymouth in 
honor of the Pilgrims. That was in 1774. and in 1775 the same 
gentleman was an ardent loyalist guiding Lord Percy against the 
people of Lexington.. The" Old Colony Club" of 1769 con
sisting of seven members was germ of the Pilgrims' Association 
ofto-day, which has managed to enlist the nation, to raise $200,

000, to build a canopy over the Rock, and to set on a hill the 
colossal figure of "Faith." It bears the names of the Pilgrims 
to whom, the inscription says, it is "erected by a grateful people 
in remembrance of their labors, sacrifices, and sufferings for the 
cause of civil and religious liberty." The statue is made of 14. 
granite blocks, is 36 feet high, and stands on a pedestal 45 feet. 
I cannot find the name of the artist responsible for this figure, 
and thereat do not wonder.· 

In the absence of artistic merit one may give the figure a real
istic-allegorical interpretation. A cynical critic explained that 
the downward look of "Faith" (though one finger points up
ward) signifies the godliness that is profitable for this world
exemplified in this instanc~ by the expenditure of $200,000 for 
works that should not have cost a fourth of the sum. But 
Faith's earthward look fairly represents the fact that the Pilgrims 
meant to found their City of God in this world. The cumbrous 
blocky figure embodies Calvinism militant. The upward finger 
proceeds from a fist doubled to deal with the Indians, and also 
with any who should seek heaven otherwise than the one finger 
directs. This" Faith" founded Harvard College, and wears 
Greek drapery; but she clutches her open Bible as if about to 
hurl it at a Quaker. Her face is that of a Medusa who turned 
hearts to stone, until some rebelled and turned her to stone. 

Supporting the monstrosity are four seated figures, each 14 
feet high-Liberty, Law, Morality, Education. Liberty is a 
Hercules, with helmet and lion's skin, but somewhat Indian-like. 
Congress paid for" Liberty," and the American Law Association 
for" Law." This figure-manifestly meant to resemble \Vebster 
-holds a book and seems to be giving a judicial opinion, which 
the American Daniel never did. "Education" is a respectable 
schooldame who favors the Bible in schools, as one ma.y infer 
from her holding the Decalogue. " Morality" is a theological 
type, on her breast being the High Priest's jewel with its twelve 
stones. Beneath these heroic figures are panels of fair but con
ventional workmamhip, representing the Embarkation, the
Landing, the Treaty with 1\iassas30it, and the Compact signed in 
the cabin of the Mayflower. Although the latter sculpture is 
just under a female" Education," no woman is present. 
. Plrmouthian " faith" was much tried on August I, the day of 

dedication. About daybreak something like a waterspout del
uged the region, and was followed through ,the morning by a 
-succession of storms. From a veranda where I found refuge, I 
looked out on this storm, and reflected that it was just ElIch a . 
southwestern storm that drove the Pilgrims, bound for Virginia, , 
to this beautiful haven. So to the eyes of ,. Faith" it might: 
appear an impressive part of the celebration; but to the cilizens: 
who had taken such pains with their decorations, the storm was ~ 
a fire-b~eathing. dragon, roaring angry responses to the cannon.' 
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at the Rock. However, the shining spear of the dragon-pursuer 
appeared in the west, about noon, and the decorative morning
glories expanded again. The decoration which m03t interested 
me was on the front of an old shop, which was overhung with 
quaint bits of colonial furniture. They appeared far away-as if 
fragmentary survi vals of election and reprobation. In one such 
piece of colonial furniture, John Carver's chair, ex-Governor Long 
sat while· presiding over the ba.nquet. In a marquee sat some 
fifteen hundred people, their feet in water, dined anu listened to 
the addresses. From the platform some expected faces were 
conspicu:>t1sly ab;ent. Tne president had n;:>t the historic sen;e 
to be the first chief magistrate to visit Plymouth Rock, though he 
was in th~ neighbJrho~Kl; and S~cretary B~aine plssed by to 
Maine rather than play second fidJle to the Southern D-!m )crat 
selected as orator of the day, on a platform in)cribed

"Plymouth Rock and Jamestown, 

The Ptlgrim and the Cavalier, 

Once diverse, herearter rorever one." 


The selection of Congressman Breckenridge, of Kentucky, as 
the orator was felicitous. He represents mU2h more than Ken
tucky. He is perhaps the most historical Southerner living. His 
grandfather offered in the Kentucky legislature the famous nullifi
cation resolutions of 1798, afterwards made a little less radicli by 
Madison for Virginia. His uncle was the states-right::;' clndiJate 
aO"ainst Lincoln.. The family is from old Virginia, one of the 
e~diest to em brace the Presbyterianism of which this congress
man's father wa:; a distingu·shed ~reacher. At the present day 
it is the Presbyteria.nism of Virginia and Kentusky which most 
nearly represents the "Faith" symbolized by that bit of Plymouth 
Rock under stony "Faith's" feet. The Pilgrims did not reach 
Virginia eight generations ago as they hoped, but they reached 
it. A Puritan Slbbath, a hard Calvinism, unknown in New Eng
land, are familiar in Virginia and in Kentucky-once one of its 
counties. It has even conquered the Episcopal church. The 
bishop of Virginia-a lineal descendant by blood of the first 
apostle of Presbyterianism in the South (Davies)-will not pre~ch 
in a church where there is a .flower. Thus it happens that these 
Plymouth folk had to go South for a Puritan orator. Mr. Breck
enridge had to be precede:\ by a theistic prayer from the pastor 
of the first church, now Unitarian. These facts made the orator's 
figure almost unique. He is a very fine-looking gentleman, with 
silvered hair and a silvery voice, more eloquent than any orator 
which New York and the West have left in Massachusetts. No 
man of equal culture could be found in the North prepared to 
confess the" faith" of the Pilgrims. 

But even this rather "blue" Presbyterian w<t!5 compelled to 
repudiate the bigotry and intolerance of the Pilgrims and the 
Puritans-between whom his distinction was rather technical 
and antiquarian. He said: "It may even be that for opinion's 
sake death was inflicted; but no people can remain narrow who 
hold it to be of divine obligation that every child shall be taught 
to read and know the Bible." So it appears that even in the last 
refuges of Puritanism men are reading out of the Bible the mlny 
passlges demanding death for opinion's slke. There was another 
suggestive pas3age in the oration. He spoke of the" freedom" 
of the Pilgrims as an essential part of their relation to God. "A 
soul brouO"ht consciously face to face with God is necessaiily 
thereafterOa free S)ul." I was reminded of the fact that in the 
early Virginia colony the clergy were inclined to maintain that 
the bapti::im of a negro liberated him. The question was referred 
to En'Tland, where it was decided in favor of the, masters .. If. 
famili~s of the rank of the Breckenridges in Virginia and Ken": 
tucky had earlier worked out this generalization, about the neces~ 
sary freedom of a soul face to face with GQd, some. modern 
American history might be less deplorable. 

The way in which this impressive orator glorified the faith of 
the Pilgrims, b:.lt repudiated-J.lbeit gently-some of the works 
by which that faitH was shown, and told us that reverence for 
them meant progress, and that to act and believe as they did 
might b~ the most unloving return for their toil, was fitly fol
lowed by the singing of Mrs. Hemans's hymn about the breaking 
waves dashing high on a rock-bound shore. Dr. Channing once 
visited Mrs. Hemans .and told ht r that there were no daslJing 
waves at Plymouth, and ~o rock-bound shore. ~h~ poetes~burst. 

into tears. But she would have been consoled had she known 
that the O!d Colonv folk would go on singing her ,hymn all the 
same beside their placid beach. So also we go on singing the 
praises of the Puritans beside a new moral coast which knows 
not their rock-bound dogmas, nor their cruel theocracy. On my 
journey I stopped at Sandwich, eigi:lteen miles from Plymouth, 
where about two hundred and forty-four years ago some earnest 
members of the conO"reO"ation of Rev. Mr. B.ltcheller came to the 
conclusion that ce~e~onies and sacra~ents were irreligious. 
They became Quakers before George Fox was heard of. .These 
pious people were compelled to assemble in a s?rt of nat?ra,l, 
amphitheatre in the woods, where the very "whIp-poor-'nlls 
sang of their scourges. Among those persecuted people of Sand~ 
",ich was an ancestor of Daniel Webster, and an ancestor of 
John G. WhIttier. But we go on singing after Mrs. Hemans 
(herself a heretic) that the ·11 Pilgrims left unstaineJ what they 
found-freedom to worship God." 

DID JESUS CHRIST RISE PROM THE DEAD 1" 

x. 
\Ve have seen that the strong point with the ancient heretics 

vv'as their denial of the Resurrection on the ground that there \Va!:! 
no Crucifixion. Consequently, if we can eltablish the fact that 
the Crucifixion most certainly took place, we have gone a long 
way, If not the whole way, to establish the truth of the Resurrec
tion. Here is testimony, such as it is, to the fact of the Cruci
fixion. 

St. Helena, the mother of Constantine, "the first Chrbtian 
Emperor," some three hundred years subsequent to the Cruci
fixion, found the very cross on which the third part of Omnipo
tence had b:!en fastened with tin-tacks. It must be rememberf'd 
that this cross was found by no common person. St. I lelena was 
nearly eighty years old at the time; she had to deal with monk~, 
and she had plenty of money; and, if you have plenty of money, 
there is but little difficulty in discovering the true cross, or any 
number of crosses, and a few Christs to tak~a six hours' turn 
UPQn them for fifty pounds a piece. Then winners in the fifty
pounJ s~ick-and-nail competition ''"QuId come down and have a 
long pipe and a quartern of gin with their boon companions, 
among whom they would subsequently figure as c. 'arf-crucerfied 
'Arry 'Iggins and 'arf-crucerfied Bill Sykes." \Vell, besides be
ing·very old and very pious, Helena had the advantage of being 
the mother of "the first Christian emperor," also a very pious 
person, who murdered his son Crispus and his nephew Licinius, 
and suffocated his wife Fausta in a steam bath; and all this not 
when he was a Pagan, but after he had become a Christian. 

Helena, mother of" the first Christian emperor," was as pious 
as her son; and when in her dotage-the very state of mind 
which predisp03es one to "find Jesus"-she went to Jerusllem 
to ferret out the cross upon which a person had been crucified 
who, very probably, was never crucified at all. 

The Jerusalem monks, who, according to Gregory of Nyssa. 
(see "Decline and Fall," chap. xxxiii.) were a disreputable gang 
wallowing .in debauchery and general iniquity, found no difficulty 
in juggling up what she wanted, for the cash and smiles of an 
empress. She wanted one cross, did she? Bless your life, the 
monks found her three! The three crosses were those of Christ 
and the two thieves; but they had got completely mixed up, and 
it was impossible to teU which was which. But, if sufficient cash 
were forthcoming l that could be,settled. For cash a monk can 
easily tell a stick to which a scoundrel has been fastened from a 
stick to which a God has been nailed. And all this can be 
effected the more readily if the person for whom it is done is 
eighty years of age, exceedingly pious, and quite imbecile. 

Ther.e the three cr03ses were to be sure; but hmv were they to 
tell the cross reddened with the blood of an immortal God f,:om 
the crosses horrible with the gore of a brace of scoundrels? 
This is how, according to Sozomen, the thing was done. There 
was a corpse lying at a convenient distance. The monks took 
one of the cr03ses and gave the corpse a thump with it; .but the 
corpse took no notice. Then they took up another cross and. 

·~Y Saladin, editor of the Agnostic Journ~L 



571 FREETHOUGHT. 

gave the corpse a whack with it; and still the corpse took no 
notice. Then they took up the third cross and banged the 
corpse with it; but this time the corpse' dt"d take notice. . Up it 
got with a hop-step-and-jump and a hallelujah, wondering how 
the Tartarus it had managed to get restored to life. The monks 
showed it the pieces of rotten stick with which they had reani
mated it, and explained to it that the rotten stick was the cross 
of Christ, whereupon the corpse fell down upon its half-rotten 
knees, clasped its hands, turned up its eyes, and glorified the 
Lord. 

Certainly this proves that Christ was crucified, and surely the 
discovery of the G03pel of Matthew (Resurrection and all) in the 
grave of St. Barnabas proves that Christ rose from the dead. 
What more does the skeptic want? !;Ie has the proofs of Christ's 
Crucifixion and Resurrection here placed before him; and all 
he has got to do is to believe and be "saved." The proofs are, 
of course, incontestable. Praise ye the Lord. 

But should the skepticism of the skeptic be of so obdurate a 
kind that he still entertains some faint doubts as to the validity 
of the evidence for the Crucifixion and Resurrection, there are 
certain quite inexpungable proofs behind of a nature drastic 
enough to overthrow the triple ramparts of Doubt. Verily God 
has not left himself without a witness. The true cross was not 
only found, but it still remains with us, so that the skeptical may 
go and see it and believe and be saved. Helena gave a piece of 
it to Constantine. Whether he used it as a weapon with which 
to murder his son Crispus and his nephew Licinius I know not. 
The remainder of the cross Helena left in the charge of the 
bishop of Jerusalem. The bishop realized a fortune out of it, 
far more th3.n Christ and his father ever made at the carpenter
ing trade, or his mother l\Iary ever earned at her business as a 
barber. (" The Virgin Mary" \vas a dresser of ladies' hair. See 
the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu.) The bishop set the cross up in a 
shed and ran a peep-show. He charged so much a head for a 
sight of the cross, and did the holy" Walk up, ladies and gentle· 
men," till the wealth of the Christian monks at Jerusalem enabled 
them to afford refinements in crime and subtleties in debauchery _ 
to which even they had previously been strangers. 

By and by the bishop of Jermalem got a nice handy axe, with 
which he knocked chips and splinters off the cross of his Lord 
to sell to the faithful. Faith was abundant, so the market was 
brisk, and the bits of the cross sold capitally. From bits big 
enough to make a snuff-b~x to logs big enough to make a gate· 
post, were soon scattered all over Christendom. But, in spite of 
all that was taken off it with axe and saw, the true cross remained 
intact and as big as ever, the church of Christ gravely putting 
forth the doctrine that the cross automatically and miraculously 
repaired itself as often as pieces were hacked or sawn from it. 
Calvin says of the true cross that a bare catalogue of the pieces 
of it, and the places where they were to be found, "would cer
tainly fill a goodly volume." And he proceeds to say: "There 
is no abbey so poor as not to have a specimen .. In some places 
larger fragments exist, as at Paris in the Holy Chapel, at Poictiers, 
and at Rome, where a crucifix of tolerable size is said to have 
been entirely made out of it. In fine, if all the pieces which 
could be found were collected into a heap, they would form a 
good ship-load, though the gospel testifies that one individual 
was able to carry it." (Calvin's "Tracts," vol. i, -p. 301.) So 
you see that the cross upon which Christ was crucified was not 
only found, but there is vastly more of it on the earth at the 
present hour than poor Simon of Cyreiie could carry, even if he 
had the strength of an elephant. . There is in existence, or was 
until modern times, as much of that doleful tree as would have 
made a cross whose transverse beam would have been in the 
clouds. Christ could not have been raised to its palibulum or 
cross-beam by means of fifty of the longest ladders in Jerusalem 
tied end to end. In further proof I was going to deal with the 
Crucifixion nails and spear, and the crown of thorns, which the 
barons' of Roumania pawned for thirteen thousand pieces of gold; 
but, after the evidence of the Crucifixion that I have already ad
duced, surely he who will not believ~ deserves all the burning he 
<;an get, the gnashing of as many teeth as he may happen to 
have, and the gnawing of as many never:-dying w<?rms as can 
conveniently" be let loose upon him. 

But in his anxiety that none should perish, but th1.t all should 
turn unto him und live, the Lord has been graciously pleased to 
vouchsafe us still further evidences. He has heaped Pelion upon 
Ossa by way of proof, in order that everybody should believe, 
letting hell fall into desuetuge and its furnaces smoulder down 
into cinders. The Empress Helena built a church over the spot 
from which Christ ascended to heaven. \Ve have seen that he 
ascended both from Mount Olivet and from a mountain in Gali
lee at least fifty miles away. But Helena built the church over 
the spot from which his nether parts ascended, for on the Hoor 
of the church remained everlastingly the marks of his feet. It 
was no use attempting to pave the floor of that church. The 
marks of the feet tore up the flagstones and sent them spinninO' 
out of the way. It was found impossible to cover over thos~ 
blessed footmarks (see Jortin, vol. iii, pp. 87, 88). No wonder 
they were ineradicable. \Vhat a dint they must have given the 
ground in their upward spring through the empyrean 1 The turf 
must have flown from the divine heels as far as Babylonia and 
Egypt. \Vith what devotion the faithful climbed that hill and 
knelt down to kiss the footprints of their firing savior I 

The ineradicable footmarks afford incontrovertible proof of 
the Ascension. The finding of the true cross is unassailable 
evidence of the Crucifixion; but if Christ was crucified, and if he 
afterwards ascended,' he must, of course, have risen from the 
dead. 

Those more warped by prejudice than conversant with history 
may object that I have mixed up Gospel and Tradition as if they 
were of the same historic validity. I reply, and am prepared to 
deal with all opposition that may be forthcoming, that gospel and 
p~tri5tic Tradition are alike invalid. The miracle of the corpse 
be~ng re-animated by being brought in contact with the true 
cross is as well established as the miracle of re-animating Laz· 
arus. The miracle of the ineffcable footprints on the spot from 
which Christ ascended is as fully proven as the miracle of Christ 
walking on the waters. The patristic legends and the gospel 
fables belong in all essentials to the same class of religious fic
tions, the evolution of credulous Snperstition and illventive 
Fraud. The gospels and the legends have alike been filtered to 
us through the most superstitious and fraudulent circumstances 
that mark the darkest ages of our race. They come down to 
us, as we have seen, from a time when religious superstition was 
in its zenith, and when pious fraud was a regular and recognized 
profession. Well might the early fathers, to whom we are in
debted for Gospel and Legend alike, take up the words of Isaiah: 
"'Ve havt:! made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we 
hid ourselves." 

Paul was the leading Christian of the first century, and he 
makes the candid admission: ,. Being crafty, I caught you with 
guile," and remarks: "For if the truth of God hath -more 
abounded through my lie to his glory, why yet am I also judged 
as a sinner? (Romans iii. 7). Justin Martyr and lrenreus were 
the eminent Christians of the second century, and well did they 
sustain the mendacious notoriety of Paul in the first. Of Justin 
]\Iartyr even the judicious and moderate Mosheim is constrained 
to remark: "Much of what Justin says is wholly undeserving of 
credit;" while Dr. Whitby admits that Irenreus "scandalously 
deluded the world with fables and lying narrations." The great 
lights of the third century-Origen, Eusebius, :md Jerome-were 
no whit behind their pious predecessors as regarded "fables and 
lying narrations." \Vell may Mosheim inveigh against the 
"base audacity of those who did not blush to palm their own 
spurious productions on the great men of former times, and even 
on Christ himself and his Apostles." Well may Scaliger admit 
of the early fathers that "they distrusted the success of Christ's 
kingdom without the aid of lying." The Rev. Dr. Giles submits 
that "there is no evidence that either the gospels, the Acts of 
the Apostles, or the other writings as we have them, existed 
within a hundred and twenty years after the Crucifixion." Ac
cordingly the canonical books, the apocryphal books, and the 
patristic legends are one and ali the products of the same ages 
and the same pious forgers. So much, then, for the" Scrip
tures," which are the only record that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead. 

BOUND volumes of FREETHOUGHT for 1888 may' be had for 'a.so.. 
.1 
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JOB. 

A tragedy-comedy or'vice versa. 

SI SLOKU~I, Dramatist. 


Dramatis Pasonee: 
}AHVEH, of Blissville. 

SATAN, of Shea!. 

JOB, of Uz, a man of unbounded faith and unique 


holiness. 
MRS. JOB, of Uz, off· color, religiously. 

Sons and daughters at a distance. 
" Sons of God," "Job's comforters (unique), 

messengers, boils, etc. 
Scene: Uz, and contiguous t,rritory. 

ACT 1. 
SCENE I.-Main street in Uz, Sunday morning. 

Enter" Sons of God" on their way to church. 
" And Satan came also." , 
[Enter Jahveh, who takes no notice of his 

"sons" but accosts Satan.] 
JAH. Ah, Satan, is that you I see? 
SAT. Am I 

That I am, sui generis, or a 
Multiplication table.' as it wer,e? . 

JAH. (Aside) It IS Old Nick himself. (To 
Satan) Whence comest thou? 

SAT. From going to and fro upon the earth, 
And walking up and down in it, my lord. 

JAH. A most extended trip, my lord of sheol. 
SAT Well, I should smile. 
JAH: . What ~ratifying thing 

Hast thou discovered In thy longIsh walk, 
Grim suzerain of sheol ? 

SAT. Many things 
And much have I discovered gratifying. 

JAH. (tartly). As how, Satan? 
SAT. Have seen that the great earth 

And fullness, as it were, thereof, are mine 
Bya majority quite large, my lord! 

JAH. Alas! I fear YOll speak too truly, Satan. 
I have but one, one chosen people, and 
On them I cannot bet for two straight hours 
ToO'ether-fact! And after all I've done 
Fo~ them the stiff-necked ingrates. Satan, thou 
Art raisi~g, sir, the devil here on earth! 
It must b:! stopped at once, forget thee not, 
Or I can't count on e'en a corporal's guard 
To rally round the flag incarnadined 
On Zion's mount. 

SAT. I raising hell ?-excuse 
The slip linguistic. .Raising n~thing 1. 
Quiescent I and passIve, as ~~amst 
Thy vigor, vim, and hot actIVIty. 
Nor reap do I, nor forage on the .earth, . 
Pluck not, but simply catch the npened fruIt 
As in my nets it falls. 'Tis you and your 
Lieutenants, sir-the fell besotted pnests
Who do the scrambling act for human souls, 
o warlord mighty, yet, natheless, fail to 
Catch on to great extent, my lord. 

JAH. Alas! 
'Tis true 'tis pity, pity 'tis 'tis true, 
That yo~ corral full nine in ten of all 
These human suuls, am I most painfully. 
Aware dread lord of sheol! More to me 
The w~nder how the thing can be, when I 
Such mighty efforts, not to mention time, 
Put forth to capture and catch onto these 
Elusive souls. How is it, lord of Hades? 
What the cause? 

SAT. Flies, great lord of Zion-flies! 
JAH. What! fli:::s on me? Great Scott! And 

after all 
My plincely oflers to the stiff-necked chumps, 
That those who serve me loyally, nor bend 
The knee to other gods, shall live unto 
A gvod old age and with their fathers sleep? 
The same accorded unto Abraham, 
Et al. Eh, flies on me, Satan? 

SAT. • Aye, lord 
Of Zion, on thy person insects of 
The genus musca-flies by common calI
Da e'en convent:> anel hold high carnivall 
I could the cause of their engenderment 
Reveal, but with the swim, as it goes on, 
Am 1 content, my lord. 

JAH. Ah! say'st thou so? 
Keep thine own counsel, Satan; I no odds 
Do ask of thee. - But knowest thou of my 
Good servant Job, of this the bailiwick 
Of Uz? that there is none like him in all 
The earth? a perfect man and most upright 
Eschewing evil, fearing God . 
. SAT. Somewhat 
I wot of this man Job-may say, indeed, 
I'm onto him, my lord. But doth he fear 
Thee, God, for naught? I ask. Hast thou not 

made 
Him solid with the world? Hath he not much 
Of real estate, much cattle, and much grasp 
Of shekels, or the means collateral 
Assuring grasp? Give him a set·back now
Black-tongue his cattle, flatten real estate, 
Burst banks wherein his shekels lie-and hear 
Him curse thee to thy face! 

JAH. Thou knowest not 
My servant Job. Woulds't put him to the test? 
All that he hath is in thy power-smite, 
But upon him put not thine hand.. To this 
Extent bank Ion Job. You see, It costs 
Me naught; out of his pocket comes it all. 
Wilt put him to the trial? 

SAT. I should smile 
Extremely. I'll attend to him at once. 
Will see you later. [Exeunt. Jahveh and his 

"sons" then go to church.] 
ACT II. 

SCENE I.-The Job villa. Job on the back porch 
smoking. 

[Enter Messenger.] 
MESS. Say, pass, der Sabeans der ranch haf 

raited alretty, and gone aboud dt:re peesness 
mit der gattles scoobed away, py tam! 

JOB. Gread Scodd! You say dot,eh? 
MESS. Honesd Intian, poss, and more as dot 

alretty-I vas alone lefd der story mit, und dold 
you; der resd of der roosders haf der checks pass 
owet. 

JOB (bouncing to his feet). Holy Smoke! bud 
dot was tough, py tam! '" 

[Enter another Messenger.] 
SECOND MESS. Golly, Marse Job, deh's be'n 

a red-hot ram storm-fa' de Lawd deh was-an' 
dlW sheep an' herders was all roasted browner 'n 
yuh'd bake a 'possum, massa, an' ole Skipper 
Afrikanus, dat's me, was de on'y hamfat dat 
got of'n de field to kem an' tole de story; whuffo' 
Is'e yere, Marse Job. 

lOB (prancing like a mad steer along the porch). 
Py chiminy cracious! bud dot was ruffer as nefer 
vas, py tam! 

[Enter third Messenger.] 
THIRD MESS. Begob, boss, them thaivin' 

spalpeens, the Chaldeans, hav saized an' roon 
arf the camels, an' done up the droivers, bad 
cess to 'em, an' arl alone I 'scaped to tell the 
tale, begorra! Bedad, it war awful, sorr! 

JOB (knocked out). Gatt in Himmel! Vas 
dere goming soom more goat news, dis morning 
alretty, I don'd know? 

[Enter fourth Messenger.] 
FOURTH MESS. Hi, ya, bossee Job. Youl 

sons and dottds havee high 01 timee at e wine 
paJtee in youl bigee son's housee. 'Long come 
bigee cyclone, knockee house gallee west, kiUee 
allee evlyboely only Bam Boo, he comee tell e 
talee alle same so, bossee. 

(Tearing his jacket, Job lathers and shaves his 
head, then drops to his knees and worships the 
"giver of all good," concluding as follows:) 

JOB. Py chiminy cracious! I games here 
midowet nodings, and I shall gone pack midout 
somedings alretty. Der Lort gifs, and der Lort 
shall dook avay der dings he gif. Blessed der 
names be orf der Lort, vorefer alretty! Amen! 

[[n the background, enter Satan, looking 
more or less paralyzed.] 

SAT. (solus) Great snakes! this Shepard 
beats, :md Godkin, too, 

All hollClw! Children killed, his cattle gone, 
Deadbroke, and yet this harried ranchman sticks 
To Javeh, as to Ethiopians 
Defunct sticks death! But wait till I shall get· 
C.rtl 6landu to touch him on the raw, -as 

',were-:

Himself afflicting sore. Then shall we see 
What we· shall see! 
SCENE 2.-Same as Scene I, Act T. Sundar 

morning again, and "sons of God" on the!~ 
way to "meetin'." "And Satan came also, 
as before. 
[Enter Jahveh, looking pleased with himself.] 
JAIL (to Satan). \Vhence comest thou? 

(As though he didn't know.) 
SAT. (Gtving the same old careless answer.) 

From going to and fro upon the earth, 
And walking up and down in it, my lord. 

JAH. And hast thou found my faithful ser· 
vant Job 

Of color fast, and warranted to wash? 
SAT. Yea, skin for skin; but all that hath a 

man 
Will he give up for life. Put forth thy hand 
And touch him on the raw, in bone and flesh, 
And curse thee will this Job, up hill and down! 

JAH. (confid~nt). 
a:; it were, 

Behold, he is thy mutton, 

But save his life. 
SAT. Agree I unto that,. 

My lord. But, ah! for him so hot and humId 
Will I make it, that cheaper he'll sell out 
Than Esau did! My lord, I go, but soon 
Will I return. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 

10 Viotis. 

I sing the hymn of the conquered, who fell in 
the battle of lifc-

The hymn of the wounded, the beaten, who died 
overwhelmed in the strife; 

Not the jubilant song of the victors for whom the 
resounding acclaim 

Of nations was lifted in chorns, whose brows 
wore the chaplet of fame, 

But the hymn of the low and the humble, the 
weary, the broken in heart, 

Who strove and who failed, acting bravely a 
silent and desperate part; 

Whose youth bore no J flower on its branches, 
whose hopes burned in ashes away, 

From whose hands slipped the prize they had 
grasped at, who stood at Ule dying of day 

With the wreck of thetr life all around them, un. 
pitied, unchecked, alone, 

With death swooping down o'er their failure and 
all but their faith overthrown. 

While the voice of the world shouts its chorus
its pean for those who have won; 

While the trumpet is sountling triumphant, and 
high to the breeze and lhe sun 

Glad banners are waving, hands clapping, and 
hurrying feet . 

Thronging after the laurel-crowned VIctors, I 
stand on the field of defeat, 

In the shadow, with those who are fallen and 
wounded, and dying, and there 

Chant a requiem low, place my hand on their 
pain-knotted brows, breathe a prayer. 

Hold the hand that is helpless, and whisper
"They only the victory win, 

Who have fought the good fight and have van. 
quished the demon who tempts us within; 

Who have held to thdr faith unseduced by the 
prize that the world holds on high; 

Who have elared for a high cause to suff~r, resist, 
"fi.ght-if need be to die." . 

Speak, History, who are life's victors? Unroll 
thy long annals and say, 

Are they those whom the world called the vic
tors-who won the success of a day? 

The Martyrs or Nero? The Spartans who fell 
at Thermopyl::e's tryst, 

Or the Persians and Xerxes? His judges or 
Socrates? Pilate or Christ? 

-W. W.Story. 

A NEVADA miner who accidentally slid 
2000 feet down the side of a mountain he 
was prospecting, shot a book agent the 
other day who wanted to sell him -"The 
·Descent r;>f Ma~~' 
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The Patriot and the President. I ANNOUNCEMENT.'SOMETHING NEW! 
Long after the hour of midnight on Fri

--THE- day an individtlal with an air of a8sertive 
dignity and an l1nsteady gait, might have "COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
been seen climbing the hill to Mr. Blaine's 

--A COLLECTION OF- Bar Harbor cottage. 
After making a circuit of the house heORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS finally found what seemed to be an entrance 

(WORDS AND lIUSIC) and rang a bell at what happened to be the 
kitchen door. For -Liberal and Ethical Societies, ' 
~e ra~g twice, then knocked, then rang 

agam.For Schools and the Home. 
"Who's there?" a voice with .saw teeth 

on it finally said. 
COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. "I'm here. l\fe. Bill Bugg of Bugg

ville."
}'rice ..............•......... ~ ' . $1.50 
 "What do you want?" 


Address orders to 
 " I want to grasp the hand of the presi 
dent of the United States." L. K. \VASHBURN, 

" Well, you can't-get out.·' 
Revere, Mass. "\Vho ca.'t? vVho get out? Not me, 

Bill Bugg of Buggville! No, sir. I'm a 
hero of the war and am entitled to recogni8. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
tion by the chief magistrate of a gratefulManuf...cturers and Dealers in 
country. I gave my heart's blood to my

PAPERS! native land and the president of the United 
IIlollila, Book, lv~nus, Hardware, Wrapping States. I bared my breast to the enemy's 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. bullets, that the United States might be 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper :Mills preserved" 

"Go 'long, confound you!" 
-" and that Bert Harrison might get a 

salary of fifty thousand a year-and I want 

41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. F. 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
to see him ." 

"You can't."PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 
"Can't see who? Who is it I want to 

see? Is it the haughty descendant of a line 536 CLAY STREET, 
? I' h d h? ' f I .? ungs. S It a t rone monarc or ~s 

It the chosen servant of th~ p~ople? Is t):11S 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

place of a cItIzen of the repubhc? 
"Get out or I'll call the dog." 
"No sir it isn't the sultan of · all the 

Turkey~ that I want to see. The man 
whose hand I want to shake is plain Ben

jalllin Harrison, a citizen of the United 
States, who has only one vote like myself, 
and wears no crown but the good-will of 
the people." . 

No answer. 
U karat Gold Scarf Pin..............................8. 0 
 Thump, thump.
Iu ka at GaM. sma I size Badge Pin.... .............. 200 

14 karat GJld, sJnallsize Badge Pin...... ............ 2 75 
 " Say!" 
14 karat G'Jld. slIIall size Badge Pill with Diamond, $5. 6 00 
10 karat Gold. Lar~e Badge !'in...................... 3 00 Silence. 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
 ct Hi there I Is this a self-governed com10 karat GaM. ISmail Vhal'm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat GJld. Sma 1 Charm (for watch chall1~....... 4 50 monwealth, or are we ruled by an Asiatic
10 karat GJld, Large Cbarm (for watch chain....... 5 1;0 

14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaill ....... 600 
 despot?"
14 karat U~ld. Lll.rge Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 No answer.*This is a full-bodia.! fllamClnd, Ft't so that It may be 
deaned from the reverse side and never lose it!! hrilliancy. "I say, gimme a piece of pie and never

Bent to any adrlress. prepaid. and gualanteed a3 repre

ented or mon y rdlluded, address. 
 mind shakin' hands with the Oriental poten

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 
504 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal tate." 

Deep, double-bass growls from Margaret 
Blaine's English mastiff. A rattling of aVOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. chain. A sudden rustling in the bushes. 

A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I A jump over the fence. A gallop down 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. the hill. bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 

The hush of night once more falls overto find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 

desire ahove all that under the appearance of Stanwood cottage. 

fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi· 
 Is popular government a success after 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the all ?-Lewiston Journal. 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. "Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. · 

the abode ~f. royalty or IS It ~he" lodgmg IStudies in Theology. A dear exposition of the 

I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers -especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He i$ also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com· 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
poiming out their imperfectiops, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, IS com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi. 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig. 
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in rerutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 ct.!nts. 

biblical story Ol man's creation and cur~ e, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri:.t has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian .. 

churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa. 

tion. 
By RICH. B. 'VESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

. impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion,' andhu'bar Itters regulate the bowels. Ask your ~ealer for them. Agency with J. O. Scott,
655 Sacramento street, San FranCISco, Cal.Dr. Wo0d'S R bB 
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WATCHFUL WATOH.BU¥ERS WILL WANT 


WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 
Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 

by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b ::en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thougitt. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS~-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.5°, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-onncl! case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; 1 I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do:, adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged bac,k, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED (( OTTO \VETTSTEIN" \VATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50;. 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis Xl V. sty Ie, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-A~l hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14·karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price . Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25 ; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S:nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S~lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye.glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tT.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest tY-i'e you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a ]uxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7° 
ce Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
ce Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. . 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

I 

~ 
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seUtDg

work for 
hours." 

FREE 

"A REMARKABLE BOOK "AAYSDa.EADON,. , of Edinlmrgh. Scot
; a ~ra<lGate of thr~ umVerSllJcx. II n(l retired after 50 years' practll.'e. he 

: • t?-'~:;: .1~.~~~ t~ 1~~~:~:::t:~~~t;I::,l~:~~,~~~l~:~a;'i':tl;~~t'u~ ..\~:.t;: 
Lt the most lJUl'Uoar and compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~Y:!hl~ ~l~e~~t:!a:~ bDl:Il!lC;:l~: ~Il!~e~ ~~~ ruf:~ I 

nstructlve, practical.pre8entation·of~·~t:(iical C0l11lll0n Senile" ruedi A 
Valuable W invalids, l;bowin~ new mesn~' by whICh t l:cy may be cure D 
A pproved by editors, phYRldans, clergymen, crit ·cs, alld literat I 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of subje<'ts esPCCiRfly import nt to young me N 

veryone who "wants to know. yuu kllow." will find itinterestlU 0 
4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and

A NEW'FEATURE Just tn~uccd, consists ofa~r1~ 
lcal c.harts. in five colu guarantct'co(}""u~:~ri~~~~'b;fo~l~ft:~r::II.~ • 

phYlliologicnl !took. Q~ rendering it Ritll.in the mo~t attractive and qui~AGENTS who h:we alrcady found n.· ~c)ld mine in it. Hr. 
Koehler write!!: .. I !lOld the fir"t silt books in two 

Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, nt speci~l rates. SenWior terms. • 
.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.. white anc1 

~luf' circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. De(UlA McnuhJ.. 
Standard Edition, .3.~5 ~ Same print and illustrations. the
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 

JIITJUUY WLL PITB. (0•• 129 (N.) Eas' 28th St., l\t. lork. 

Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
ry Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 

Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents. Keeler. Price, So cents. 

HE killed the noble Mndjokivis-with 
the skin he made him mittens-made 
them with the fur bide imide-made them 
with the skin side outside-he, to get the 
warm side inside-put the inside skin side 
outside-he, to get the cold side outside
put the warm side fur side inside-that's 
why he put the fur side in~ide--why he 
put the skin side outside-why he turned 
them inside outside. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA· 

LIFIED PHYSlCJAN, and 
the m('st successful (in his 
ipec.alty) as his vractke Will 
surely .,rove. The Doctor 
treats all tholle peculiar dis· 
easts of young and middle· 
aged men slIch as seminal 
weakne~s. impotency, &c., reo 
sultil1g from indescretiOlJ and 
Ignorance of youth. 1.'h06e who 
are aiLng should send ten (10 
cents for his book. .• Private 
Counsellor," setting forth a.n 
external Application-

A POSI'.I'IVE CURE 

ti~eit~~~t,i~ndo~~uldag! 
read by the young for instruo
tlon and the afflicted for relief. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addiesse3 on the Social Question. 
Clear, Concise, SParkling, HdpJul. 

ce Nationalism," by Erjward R:llamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit.Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
ce The Function of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
ce Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and, Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

W"Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

All Communications Strictly Oonfidential. 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

Audress, DR, It. P. FELLOW'S, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
;:;ay where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Ws.'1hington National View.l 
nr. Felluws. of Vineland, New Jersey offers hIS valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetio and 
skillful physi,~lan. l:)iDliliar ativertisements from unreliable 

g~~~¥::~F~~o!~~~ ~~:~i:l~~rl~~ ahl~ i~s:fa:f1st~;r~~~S:t
in his professiun, and the encomiums showered UD .>n him 
publicly as well as in private. are tlattering evidences of 
t!le high 811{lrec.ation and c:outtdence h,s long and conscien

}~~~fy '!'::rit~df~~ l~i!, S::dl~'i~e:a}~ t~itr~t~~~n have so . 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI~ERTY. 0., Aug. ]2. ]888. 

. DR.~. P. FELT.O'Tl"s-Dear Sir: The remedy IOU sent 
IS wo,kmg like a cba.rm. 1 am cUlllpletely surprise the way 
it acts UIJOIl the organs. Have only betln ulSing it one week 
and that weakness", (seminal weakness) Is cOllling ont ali 
right. Yours res"ectfuJly, J. It. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received trom aU parts of the United States 
frum young. middl", ,aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who a, e now cured 
by nl>: Extem~l Aliplicatl~ln, the greatest of all known 
remeules for thiS clas.~ of dl~eases. · AS I all! an out and'out 
Lilleral I trust the It'reethink,,rs of the Lanu will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time anu money OD 
Christ.ian docto1'll. DR. FJl:LLOWS. 

http:Ritll.in
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On Creation. 

Prior to·the great heginning, 
When there was no ht::aven or earth, 

When th~re was no starlight-sunlight, 
When creation had no birth, 

\Vhen a black and houndless nothing, 
Harmlt::ss, lifeless, round Him fell, 

'Vhat occurred to wake his slumber, 
What was there to break the spell? 

Breathless, cheerless, all-pervading, 
Starless, world less, boundless night 

Was the nothing at beginning, 
Out of which sprang worlds of light, 

Out of which were made the heavt::ns, 
"Countless worlds remote and near, 
And all living, moving creatures 

In the depth of sea and air. 

Yet we know not what aroused Him 
To begin the mighty plan 

- -·-Of creation in its vastness, 
Forming lastly sinrul man. 

WilY did he not leave great nothing 
In its harmless, silent space, 


Rather than make man so sinful 

As to damn the human race? 


But 'tis lmid that man was sinless 
Until tempted, when he fell 

Tempted by a subtle serpent 
Crawling from the depths of hell; 

Pure anti spotless as the lily 
In its early opening bloom, 

Until tempted by the devil 
To the shades of sin and gloom. 

When that black and bO'lndless nothing, 
Harmless, lifeless, round him fell, 

Why did Gael create the devil 
Or conceive an endless hell ? 

If creation s:!nt forth evil, 
Or an evil comes of good, 

Then where is the point dh'iding 
Satan's works from works of God? 

When there was no sunlight J moonlight; 
When there was no heaven or hell; 

When there was no place for sinning 
Or for sinful man to dwell, 

Why was silence ever broken? 
Why was man to weakness born? 

Why was devil made to tempt him 
And then leave him here to mourn? 

, Vast and searching are these questions, 
Piercing, probing to the core; 

Peering back beyond creation 
To great nothing, nothing more. 


Vast, though simple, is the question, 

Piercing, probing to the core-


Is it true there once was nothing, 
Nothing, nothing-nothing more? 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 2S cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. AdJrels·" 

PUTNA1tI & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling beok, particularly' to those 
unacquainted - with the- character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I.50. 

Address this office. 

..THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
Ii. Discussion between GJadstolle, Huxley, Mulle~, Linton 
RevUle on the Conilict between Geneaia and Geo1oa 
hiee, 60 ccut& 

THE LATEST F4L\SHIONS 


..' 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded 011 Application, 
C~.A.S. F. :BUFl.CJrBIL.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

Pi\GIPIC Cl\Rl{IAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 

N Wand S W Co~ers Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & . SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th,·S. F. 

P. 4. CLARK. CUAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 


Gatalpas for Timber Culture a 

Specialty. 


Have at ThE-ir Nurseries all Kinos of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees aud Vines. 

Orders Filled lind Delivertd on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring ot Orchards 
and Vmeyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, S,m Jacinto, Cal. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Do\:ument it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects comidered 
by Mr, Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ..,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ' 

Fathers of the P.epubHc. raine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and hanklin. l'rice 15 cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes anll Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; ThefL and Robb~ry; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of \. onquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance a~d 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. t, 

Sabbath-Breaking. fj This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the. Ch~istian 
~criptures and the Sab?~th; Exart?m.atIO~ of 
Sunday Arguments; OnglO of Chnstlan Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. I) Price. 2E; cents: 6 copies. il. G 

ff' WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public SChfrOls_ 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THEGliO~X f)r-

~ OF IQFIDEldTY 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"T~e Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-aplatform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Ca1. 

INGERSOLL'S YVORKs. \GOD IN THE STATE 
The Gods. Pape.r,. 50 cents; cl~th, $,1. In five 

lectures, compnsmg: "The Gods,' "Hum· 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individualily," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In· 
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"'I he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
Cl:trk/' "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of .Moses. Paper, SO cents; 
cloth, $1 25. o 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
c~nh 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
SI per dozen, postpaid. .. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vibal Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York OburlJn-. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lf"ctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American I 

Secular Union~ 
. . 

.• -.0.-. ' 
ThIS IS the best presentatIon of the ar

gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0: 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50, cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 


S}->owing that there is no~uthority for the 

Sunday laws: either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


" Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

:5ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper,25 cts.; cloth,50 cts. Address this office 

Very Particular. 
l\iurderer (as the executioner places the 

rope'about his ncck)-Hold on a minute. 
Executioner-What for? 
Murderer-I have discovered that this 

rope was made by non-union men and 
unless a new one is furnished me I'must 
refuse to die. 

FRI~ETIIOUGIIT BOOKS 

PU~~NAM'S VYORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was madt 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $100., 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Ro6
"I G. Ingii-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first pa/:ie to last with 
the livng spirit of to.day."-J'0hll SwilltOIl'S 
P.~ 

. Why Don't He Lend a Hand? Anq other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Btllgarius. 0 

4dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Ullivnse, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Healln 
Afonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. P1ice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Boslon 
Intustil'ator. 

"runlt;lIIt;U;'. j\ t'oem. Pnce, 51. ., It is 
crammed with life, thought and profoun.1 enio-
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with elt· 
traorJinary richness and beauty."-Dr. 11M' Y 
II,: Bdlows. Q 

Gottlieb: His Ufe· or, love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Beaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all mv life before. "- Elmilta DraJu SIIlI/ur. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I R~BERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l!utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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,NEWS AND NOTES. 

Returning from Darton I enjoyed a, vacation of one day at 
'Valla \Valla, which was not a waste of time by any means. A 
little throwing off of the harness now and then is good for man, 
beast, devil, and God. I don't wonder that God rested on the 
seventh day. It was a very sensible plan. Even the deity can
not change eternal nature, and play must come after work. 
The" Supreme Ruler of the universe"-a la \Vashington state 
constitution-needs a rest occasionally. I think he must have 
been delighted to take a rest after that flood of talk in his honor 
in the Olympia convention. Following the universal course I 
threw care to the winds and had a bit of a holiday. Friends 
Reynolds, Rosenow, Olsen, etc., helped to make the hours 
sparkle by. Of course we had to talk about the coming conven
tion at Portland, with bright hopes of a royal gathering that shall 
give fresh courage to all. I find there is a widening interest in 
this matter in \Vashington as in Oregon, and a large number are 
saying that they will come. So far as the purpose of the con-' 
venti on . is concerned there is no difference of opinion. . We 
desire to organize, and make plans for larger enterprise. There 
may be some diversity of view as to the best means of accomplish
ing the end, but a good talk will settle the difficulty. Liberalism 
is so absolutely different from orthodoxy that it must have new 
methods as well as new ideas. Orthodoxy can be organized like 
a machine, but Liberalism is like a flowing river, a vast ocean, 
and can't bf! put into bounds. The law of attraction must be the 
soul of the organization. 

Refreshed with genial intercourse and the splendid work going 
on at 'Valla Walla, I push on to the Grand Round Valley of 
Oregon. Fortunately I am not alone in my journey. Mrs. Rey
nolds takes the same train, going to the bright Columbia, Stella, 
and Skamokawa'. Mrs. Sufferen is en route to Denver, and Mrs. 
T. S. Mabry to the more distant orient of Ontario. At Pendle
ton, Oregon, where we are delayed several hours, I have the 
pl~asure of meeting, for the first time, ~Irs. H. \Vilbur, of Rud
dock, Or., whose father; Mr. W. R. Jones, of \Veston, Or., is an 
old-time Investigator man, and has borne the brunt of battle for 
many a day. Waiting for the train was not quite so. tedious as 

it ofttimes is. We could have a kind of Freethought picnic among 
ourselves. Besides, interesting and unique characters were among 
the patient and jolly crowd-a farmer and his wife and big cage 
with a melancholy bird in it, going back to Kansas. They did 
not like these sage-brush plains. Another family, with children 
too numerous to mention, were returning to Missouri, the land 
of paradise, after many wanderings-all but one, who cried as if 
her heart would break as she bade good-by. She was obliged to 
go to Portland to be under the doctor's care; a young girl with 
no one of her family to accompany. Thus tragedy mingles with 
comedy while the tide of life sweeps on. Little do we know of 
the suffering that is near us each day as we pursue the devious 
,,-ays of this world. 

- The checkered hours, with light and shade, with smiles and 
tears, move on, and finally the whistle is heard, the ponderous 
train rolls into the station, and soon, with innumerable packages 
-my fellow passengers being women-we find our way to a seat, 
and feel sure that the train can't leave without us, and even the 
umbrella is not forgotten. At La Grande I bid good-by to my 
friends, and if the prayers of the Secular Pilgrim avail anything 
they will proceed to their destination without accident. 
_ Our pathwa}; is not always strewn with flowers, and sometimes 
in the twinkling of an eye we are in the desert lands. Such an 
experience was La Grande. I supposed arrangements were made 
for a lecture, but nothing had been done, and not a single friend 
put in an appearance. Huffman had been gone a month, and I 
guess he was all the Liberal in the place, and things went by de
fault. All I could do was to make a few ejaculations on the un
certainty of human affairs, and take another vacation in the soli
tude of a hotel. Nothing so solitary as a hotel when you don't 
know anybody. Every dish has a most lonely appearance. I 
could have stood it a great deal better if I had been in the path
less woods. Under these circumstances all "solid reading" is 
impossible, and so I buy a novel and plunge into the world of 
romance and forget my unblest surroundings by a deal of sym
pathy with impossible heroes and heroines. How good people 
are in novels. Everything comes out right there. The train is 
not behind time. I let La Grande take its' course, and I roam 
through dreamland, and find a lot of jolly friends, princes and 
princesses, music, poetry, splendor; and the Nine Demands are 
utterly forgotten as I behold virtue rewarded and crime punished. 

I don't know what travelers would do, belated, knocked about 
here and there, connections missed in some out~of-the-way place, 
trains late, some smash-up on the road, bridges burned, etc. 
with all these haps and mishaps, what \,-'C.-did one do without a 
charming book? In an inslant the cold reality vanishes and the 
golden gates of the universe of imagination are unrolled and we 
walk as if by magic into a land of enchanting wonder. I 

While at La Grande a solemn funeral procession entered the 
train. A young girl died suddenly, beloved of all. She was an 
ardent Christian and on her death-bed had ecstatic visions of 
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Jesus and described his appearance in vivid language, as if she 
witnessed an actual glory, and yet her lover, who watched ove.r 
her day and night, is now a raving maniac. Why didn't the 
blessed vision save the lover? 

But the bright reality itself comes after a while, the warp and 
woof of life blend with brilliant colors, the desert disappears and 
the garden blooms again along our wandering steps. At Union 
everything is as pleasant as can be. Riding up to the hotel I 
greet, among the first ones, Judge Brainard and Jack Plummer, 
now of North Powder; and then the Jones Brothers, Vincent, Geo. 
A. Thompson and family, with another baby since I was here 
first, and the then baby proudly informs me that he wears dresses 
no more. It is trousers now, and he walks like a little man. 
The world moves indeed, for the little folks as well as the big 
folks, and the first pair of trouse,rs and boots are as wonderful 
as the discovery of a new planet. I am fully repaid at Union for 
all the disappointments at La Grande. A good audience is present 
in the evening, and as some of them came eighteen miles to at
tend the lecture, I feel that generosity and devotion are as in
spiring in real life as in the pages of romance. Besides Plummer, 
N. G. Blair, G. L. Castle, J. Newman, are present from North 

Powder; J. B. Eaton, from Cove; S. F. Newhard, from Hot Lake; 

N. T. Conklin, and others from various points; Mr. and Mrs. 
N. Tartar from" over the Rhine" long ago, are here, W. T. 
Goodall, etc. I have no reason to be discouraged with the out
look in this delightful place. Union at present is about three 
miles from the railroad, and that gives it a somewhat sober aspect, 
but Hunt's railroad is aiming for this point, and that will quite 
rejuvenate the place and give it bustle and progress. The scenery 
about it is fine. The hills stand about in beautiful and varied 
forms, and the long, wide valley stretches away, and fruitful fields 
and orchards, and charming dwellings intersperse the scene. 
The centre of a rich and handsome country, Union has an ex
panding future. 

The Jones Brothers and the Oregon Scout are forward still. 
These editors have a mind of their own, and prefer to lead public 
opinion instead of to follow it, and they alway give a good wel
come to the pioneer. 

Judge Brainard takes philosophy in the place of religion, and 
poetry in the place of piety, and with a large heart and cultivated 
brain enjoys the blessings of a sound mind in a sound body. He 
is of healthful ancestry' and so will live to a good old age without 
being born again. It is quite a delight with such a friend, to 
send the plummet-line of thought into this infinite and mysterious 
universe. 

I was pleased to meet Senator J. W. Norval, of SummerviUe
where there is quite a nest of Liberals, and the flag of free dis
cussion has floated for many a year. Mr. Norval bas never 
lowered his colors on the political field. His F reethought princi
ples are at the front, and yet the people vote for him just the 
same. 

Jas. Newman, of North Powder, was once a preacher of the 
. gospel, but twenty years ago, as he says, he saw "great inconsis
tencies in the popular interpretations of the Bible," and he has 
been moving onward ever since. He has written and published 
several able articles i,..;~.the advanced religious point. 

I visited Mr. and Mrs. Tarter at their little home where, in the 
evening of life, amidst flowers and fruits, ,they have the gold and 
not the dross of life. Born in the ,Catholic church, they have 
left the shadows for the sunshine and the open sky. 

Vincent believes ill a good leather sole, but he don't seem to 

have much faith in the other kind, and so he prospers, and the 
world moves on. A well shod foot is better than' a pair of 

wings. 
I expect next time to visit G. A. Thompson's ranch and see 

how farming proceeds in this conntry. The product in this 
county (Union) has been about an average of twenty bushels of 
wheat to the acre, some running as high as forty-five and fifty 
bushels to the acre. There are no better farming lands on the 
coast than in this Grand Round Valley. 

'Vith a good-by to many friends, and bright anticipations of a 
return I wait thirteen hours for a train, and at four o'clock in 
the m~rning find myself at Baker City. SAMUEL P. PVTXAM. 

A FREE RELIGIOUS UNIVERSITY. 

A proposition which, we understand, had its origin with Pro
fessor Felix Adler, has been made to found in one of the large 
cities of the United States a school for the scientific teaching of 
philosophy, ethics, and the history of religion. This school is 
not to be pledged to any particular philosophy or to any special 
view of religion, but all the great systems are to be represented 
by their advocates. Thus the critical system of Kant will be 
taught by a Kantian, Spencer's philosophy by a Spencerian. At 
present there is no institution where divergent systems of thought 
may meet in free competition. Every educational institution is 
pledg~d to dog~a. The Princeton colIe~e is bound to an anti
quated creed; the president of Yale must be an ortho~ox Con
gregational minister; Andover must teach Christ and him 
crucified; Unitarian Harvard is free only in the direction of 
orthodoxy; that' is, students may be more orthodox than their 
teachers,. but not less. 

The school of Philosophy and Applied Ethics proposed by 
Professor Adler is to be divided into three departments: 

I. The Department of Philosophy; which will deal with 
philosophy, logic, psychology, and th.e theories of morals. 

2. The Department of the Science of Religion; including 
history of the great religions-the Chinese, Egyptian, Hindoo, 
Persian, Greek, Roman, l\fohammedan, Jewish, and Christian. 
In this department there will be classes fo; reading the sacred 
books-the Bible, Koran, Vedas, etc.-in the original or oldest 
forms. 

3. The Department of Applied Ethics, which will embrace 
education, economics, and practical reform. Here, we presume, 
will be discussed such questions as rights of property, rates of 
wages, state rights, functions of government, Socialism, Prohibi
tion, penology, pauperism, and kindred subjects. 

It is argued that old beliefs are being given up, and that many 
who hold that morality gets its sanction from religion will be 
likely to feel themselves freed from moral restraint when they 
have escaped from the restraints of religious dogma. It will be 
the object of the new school to show how morality is founded in 
experienc~ and may endure when the superstitions associated 
with it are abandoned . 

On the committee who have in charge the plan of the school 
and the raising of funds for its endowment and maintenance we 
note the names of Felix Adler, O. B. Frothingham, W. M. Salter, 
Thomas Davidson, and B. F. Underwood, the last being a special 
agent appointed to collect money and obtain pledges in behalf of 
the school. 

Every Freethinker ~ust be heartily in favor of this enterprise; 
and when it is considered how the institutions' of superstition are 
multiplying, how the forces of conservatism are exerting themselves 
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to control the education of children and students, it is a matter for 
surprise that the friends of progress have not already provided 
such an institution as that now contemplated. We would like to 
se~ the movement for secular education begin with the exclusion 
of all religious teaching from our public schools. . Then there 
should be in every large city schools of a secular character, such 
as that contemplated by Prof. Herbert Miller, designed to prepare 
youth for college or for the higher school of Philosophy and 
Applied Ethics of Professor Adler. In this preparatory school 
lectiIres on comparative religion, philosophy, and ethics might be 
introduced. These would fit students for higher courses in other 
secular institutions, and would forearm them against the dogmas 
taught in our present universities. 

An endowment fund of $300,000 is considered necess:uy to 
make the proposed school a permanent institution. The Union 
of the Societies for Ethical Culture has already agreed to devote 
a part of its annual income toward the purpose, and several large 
amounts, one of $20,000, have been pledged toward the endow
ment fund. 

HENAN. 

To flu Editors of Fruthought: 
About the 18th of September, 1888, at a meeting of Methodist preachers 

in this city, the Rev. Mr. Urmy read a paper intended to demonstrate 
that skeptics are inherently afflicted with disintegrating tendenci~s, which 
must result in their destruction, if left to their own devices, and advising 

.a clerical boycott. 
Without criticismg this view (which Mr. Urmy is certainly entitled to 

hold and express), and without any suggestion as to the practical prudence 
of his advice, and avoiding all ugly comparisons, I wish to call your 
attention to certain statements said to have been made by the" Rev. 
Professor Mansfield," in discussing Mr. Urmy's paper. The newspaper 
cutting, which was, I think, from the Chronicle, states that he asserted 
that" he was personally adJuainted with Renan, and knew him to be a 
blackguard, and an immoral man," and that he m'eant to be understood 
as saying that Renan was a licentious man. 

, I do not know the" Rev. Professor Mansfield," nor am I acquainted 
with M. Ren~n, but having read many of his best known works, and 
especially his" Memoirs," I believe the statements of the" Rev. Profes
sor" to be utterly false. In justice to a good man, as I believe, you will 
do the public a service by learning and publishing the facts. 

. San Francisco. Yours truly" W. 'V. WINGFIELD. 

The statement above referred to was noted in FREETHOUGHT 
about the time it was uttered, and the Rev. Professor Mansfield 
was asked to substantiate it, but he never took that trouble. The 
fact that a man is a Freethinker is deemed by the clergy to be 
sufficient grounds for slandering his character. We are not 
acquainted with any life of Renan except his H Memoirs." The 
charges of Mansfield were wholly new to us, and are not included 
in the biographical sketches of Renan in the numerous encyclo
pedias. Until further proof is vouchsafed they may be safely set 
down as falsehoods. 

MR. GLADSTONE has \vritten a letter to the leader of a Bible 
class in Manchester on the way to study the Bible. He says it 
must be remembered that the purpose of the scriptures are, "one, 
to feed the people of God in- green - pastures; and, second, to 
afford proof. of doctrine. This last," he warns us, "is good and 
desirable, but not for us all. It requires ~xternal helps, more 
learning, and good guides." That is it exactly. We are to 
study and believe, and allow others to tell us what is meant by 
what we read. But why not let the priests read it for us, and 
take their word for both the matter and its meaning? In other 
words, why not be Rom~n Cath.oljc~? 

PROFESSOR HUXLEY, in a l~te article contributej to the Nine
teenth Century and republished in the Popular Science Monthly 
for September, takes a very effective way of answering Dr. Wace's 
contention that we should accept the Bible miracles on the testi
mony by which they are supported. He quotes from history an 
account of some miraculous occurrences written down and testified 
to by one Eginhard, a German historian who held a position in 
court under Charles the Great about the year 80:). The miracles 
belong to the Catholic church, and are of course rejected .by 
Protestants, but Professor Huxley points out that they are as well 
atteste~ as any contemporary events, and inquires why he should 
deny these and accept those of the Bible which are wholly un
supported. Or, as he puts it, the practical question is this: "If 
you do not believe in these miracles, recounted by a witness 
whose character and competency are firmly .established, whose 
sincerity cannot be doubted, and who appeals to his sovereign 
and other contem poraries as witnesses of the truth of what he 
says, in a document of which a manuscript copy exists, probably 
dating within a century of the author's death, why do you profess 
to believe in stories of a like character which are found in docu
ments, of the dates and of the authorship of which nothing is cer
tainly determined, and no known copies of which come within 
two or three centuries of the events they record? " We doubt if 
Dr. Wace can give any reasonable excuse for his discrimination 
in favor of biblical as against ecclesiastically-attested miracles. 

THE New Hampshire legislature at its last session passed an act 
exempting parsonages from taxation to the value of $2,5°0, and 
a joint resolution appropriating $800 for the salary of chaplain of 
the state prison. Twenty-five hundred dollars is probably more 
than the average worth of farms and homesteads in New Hamp-: 
shire, and $800 is more than the average wages or income of 
New Hampshire's workingmen and farmers. Why the discrimi
nation in favor of preachers? In this place we may note the 
following report of a correspondent from the town of Westmore
land, N. H., to the New England Observer: 

Ie Many are on the sick list. 
"The hay crop is bulky, of inferior quality. 
"There are very few apples and potatoes, and both of poor quality• 

The latter are rotting badly. 
"The superintendent of highways has had a discouraging task in p~t

ting the roads in good condition, owing to their deplorable condition last 
spring and the washing of so many showers. 

" Many fields of corn are now blasting, requiring immediate cutting. 
The crop will be below an average one. . 

"The Congregational choir has a supply of new anthems," 

New Hampshire's religion is in much the same state as its 
potatoes~CC poor quality and rotting badly;" its path to Jordan is 
rough as its highways; and its ministers resemble its corn; yet 
the crops are taken by the tax-gatherer and religion and the 
clergy exempt. 

'THE following testimony to the efficacy of Christianity is ex
tracted from the report of the Rev. T. B. Wood, LL.D., superin
tendent of the Methodist Episcopal Missions in south-east South 
America: "All over South America the priests are, as a rule, 
contemptibly ignorant and notoriously corrupt. Many of them 
are, moreover, vulgar, filthy, and generally vile, avaricious. 
haughty, oppressive, and hypocritical.... The innocence of 
pious girlhood has no defense possible against the ravenous 

. propensities that lie in wait for it at the confessional. If the 
anxious mother wishes to save her daughter from this fiendish 
power, what can she do? Shall she warn them of their danger, 
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and train them to beware? Many a mother has tried that. But 
that is like warning them that God is wicked, and they must be
ware of him; for the priest is to them in the place of God." 

THE Hon. Irving M. Scott, of San Francisco, talks like a true 
disciple of Huxley and Darwin. At the opening of the Mechanics' 
Institute Fair lately, he was the orator of the day, and the fol
lowing is from his address: 
. "The mind was unfitted, as it I!ver must be, for the investigation of 

truth, so long as it was restrained by fear of overstepping the bounds 
prescribed by fancied supernatural beings. The properties and laws of 
nature may necessarily be intricate, and seem occult; but certain it is 
that nature not only does not forbid, but, on the contrary, invites the 
most searching investigation and closest scrutiny of all her laws and 
works. Prior to the voyage of Magellan around the earth, proving it a 
globe, the condition of society, the condition of the mind, was not adapted 
to correct thought and to advacnement. False and arrogant doctrines 
pressed as with leaden weight upon intellect. With the achievementaf 
circumnavigating the globe began the enfranchisement of mind; began 

. true philosophy, and substantial progress. From that epoch the world, 
in the arts and sciences and industries, and in all things conducive to 
the welfare and happiness of mankind, has progressed with a constant, 
accelerating force. This force consists, in an eminent degree, of physical 
science and its practical application. Physical science, as determined 
and unfolded by the great master minds of the last four centuries, and 

.as put in practice by the hands of skilled labor, has elevated, ennobled, 
a.nd dignified individual and social man immeasurably above the highest 
degree enjoyed or conceived of in the more distantpast." 

CALIFORNlA has complained somewhat of being ignored by the 
present administration, and to quiet the murmuring the Rev 
Henry H. Hall, of San Francisco, has been chosen from among 
two hundred and fifty applicants to fill the position of chaplain in 
the United States Army. It is well for California to be recognized 
in some manner, but we protest that every chaplain is a humbug, 
and demand that their employment in congress, in state legisla
tures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and in 
all other institutions supported by public money, shall be discon
ued, whether this state gets an office or not. 

THE new constitution of Wyoming will "recognize the deity, 
but Infidelity shall not affect any privileges of citizenship or de
stroy the competency of a witness." This form of constitution is 
growing rather monotonous. Why not so change it that Infidelity 
will be recognized, but belief in the deity shall not affect any 
privileges of citizenship? It is not very flattering to the Christian's 
love of fair play that every constitution must expressly deny to re
ligious people the privilege of persecuting or disfranchising those 
who do not agree with them.. 

OF the thirteen hundred policeman in Chicago eleven hundred 
and seventy-five belong to the Roman Catholic church. Chicago, 
in this regard, resembles N ew York to a great extent. The writer 
once knew a man who wagered a considerable sum that more 
than one-half the aldermen of New York were Catholics and 
owned liquor stores. He lost his bet. It turned out that nearly 
all were Catholics, but only twelve out of the twenty-four owned 
saloons. 

IT appears that some proposal has been made urging the 
clergymen of the country to preach in favor of civil service re
form, and the New York Sun objects because it doesn't want 
them to "preach humbug." We would like to know if there is 
any greater humbug than the one the clergy have been prEaching 
ever since they wore trousers: 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Fr~ethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sundav 
evening, September. 15, at 8 o'clock. Capt. A. F. Scott will speak 
on "Catholicism: the Nation's Curse." :J,~ 

FRIENDS of FREETHOUGHT-and we count every reader as a 

friend-should remember that the present is the dull season for 

papers whose circulation is principally rural. Realizing this, 

they do not need more than an intimation that whatever they are 

able to do for this paper will be most timely if done now. Send 

us subscribers, renewals, book orders, or any other form of en

couragement you may be moved to extend. 

NEWS comes from Germany that the government has taken 
l~l e salaries of clergymen in hand and fixed the lowest amount 
that may be paid as a preacher's stipend. It is a good thing. 
Let it be adopted in this country, and the minimum placed at a 
million dollars. It might reduce the number of theologians, as 
high license lessens the number of saloons, but the effect would 
be none the less salutary on that account; and the laborer is 
worthy of his hire. . 

MR. J. D. GRISMER, of Oakland, is more pious than courteous. 
Last week a man named Reed, living in this city, had occasion 
to write to him asking him to come to his (Reed's) house Sunday 
in reference to some business· matters. In reply Grismer sent a 
postal card to Reed, on which he wrote that he would not meet 
an "infamous blackguard" o'n Sunday. Reed had Grismer 
arrested for violating the mails 'with improper language. 

AT the second public reception of the~ Nationalist Club in this 
city, held in the parlors of the Palace Hotel last Sunday evening, 
Mr. F. K. Blue is credited with having read a paper on "Eco
nomic Evolution as Related to Organisms and Their Adaptation 

. to the Environments Surrounding Them." If Mr. Blue's subject 
was adapted to the environments surrounding the speaker, he 
must have addressed a very learned company. 

THE sketch of the life of Horace Se~ver which we publish in 
this issue of FREETHOUGHT is from the Boston Investigator, and 
was doubtless written by the dead editor's friend L. K. Washburn. 
The man whose career it describes was worthy the immortality 
given him by the unequalled oration of Colonel Ingersoll. 

THE English government has carried its Tithe bill through by 
a reduced majority. It is a most unjust measure, says the Lon
don Freethinker, but there is one compensation-it will make 
the church still more odious, and help on the work of disestab
lishment and disendowment. 

D. F.UNDERWOOD has just delivered a week's course of lectures 
at Snohomish, W. T. 

BOOKS. 

We have for sale at this office, among other works: 

II Yone Santo." 50 cents. 

II John Wa.rd, Preacher." 50 cenls. 

"Self-Contradictions of the Bible." 15 cent5. 

II The Truth Seeker Annual" for 1889. 25 cents. 

"Rob:!rt Elsmerej" by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

There were just fifty persons in the hall last Sunday night 
when the Freethought society's meeting opened, and the arrivals 
and departures kept the number about the same during the whole 
evening. One of two things will explain the small attendance-
either the members of the society do not care much for the 
abolition of interest, or they have no confidence in Mr. Howe's 
ability to tell how it can be done. 

Vice-President Lemme had the chair, and introduced the 
speaker. This was Mr. Howe's second lecture, being the sequel 
to the one delivered last month on "Our Common Foe." Mr. 
Hmve began by saying that on the previous occasion there had 
been some severe criticism upon his arguments, and sickly at
tempts to ridicule his style. He did not think his present re
marks would be open to either kind of censure. 

The subject of the address was" Usury, and How to Abolish 
It," but the speaker did not develop his thesis very rapidly. At 
the other lecture I missed the central point of his discourse bv 
not recognizing it when it was reached, so I was more attenth:e 
this time, but hardly mote successful. At the end of forty min
utes the speaker announced that he would define his system, but 
some neglected branch of the subject attracted his attention and 
he broke his promise. Ten minutes later ·he said, If Bear with 
me and I will shortly present the remedy." This was at 9 
o'clock. At 9: IS the lecturer said, "Issue money without inter
est, and usury will be abolished." As the hour was late he did 
not have time to elaborate the scheme. A listener said to me: 

"There is something wrong in Mr. Ho.we's method of present
ing his subject. He does not feed the audience with ideas fast 
enough to keep their attention. His hearers do not know what 
he is trying to prove. His conclusions precede his premises. 
He spends his time stating well-known and accepted facts and 
in filling the room with words. He fails to present his case to 
the jury so that a verdict may be rendered. There is no se
quence. The listener exhausts his mental strength in the en
deavor to follow the speaker, and has none left with which to 
grasp his meaning when it is found. I once watched an aero
naut for half a day while he inflated his balloon. When it finally 
ascended it was out of sight in three minutes, and I was too weary 
to take much interest in it any way." 

Mr. Phillips was the first critic. He said that people generally 
do not know what money is. They mistake gold and silver for 
money, whereas those metals are merely barter. He then related 
how the inhabitants of the island of Guernsey, one of the English 
channel islands, desired to build a market-house, but had no 
public funds. They therefore issued a script with which they 
paid off the workmen and built the market, afterwards redeeming 
the script with money received for the rent of the buildino-. 
Thus they got the market without levying a cent of taxes. lVlr. 
Phillips held that the people of the United States could have all 
the improvements they desired by proceeding in the same way. 

A young gentleman, following Mr. Phillips, stated that he was 
a native of the island of Guernsey and had seen the market and 
the script. The latter passed current as a legal tender, and was 
even sought for, as there was a slight premium upon it. The 
market was a magnificent affair, the best building on the island, 
and a distinguished English church.man who saw. it expressed 
surprise and grief that so much grandeur should he devoted to 
meat and vegetables and nothing ·to a cathedral. 

Mr. Palanca made a rattling speech on the injustice of the 
possession of wealth acquired without labor. He was glad to see 
the matter under discussion before the Freethought society. 

Mr. Knight made the remark that it was surprising how much 
one man might think he knew about the finance question while 
everybody else was of the opinion that he knew next to n~thing. 
Mr. Knight states to the writer that he failed to criticise Mr. 
Howe's system of finance for the reason that he did not learn 
what it was. 

Mr. Howe, in closing, expressed himself as flattered by the 
slight criticism his lecture had elicited; also by the good attend
ance, which showed that people were interested in the subject 
despite its bony character. .. 

The lecture next Sunday evening will be delivered by Capt. 

A. F. Scott, his subject being "The Nation's Curse," in other 
words, the Catholic church. Captain Scott is an American, a 
patriot, and a Freethinker, and his utterances will have no un
certain sound. 

About three months ago a correspondent of the Signs of the 
Times, tpe Second Advent paper of Oakland, called attention to 
the fact that the inhabitants of the Pitcairn islands, in the Poly
nesian archipelago, observe Saturday as the Sabbath. The cor
respondent thought there was something remarkable in these 
people "embracing the truth," and exclaimed: "Truly the Lord 
has gone before us and has done a work that is a marvel indeed." 
I remarked at the time that the islanders' observance of Satur
day was probably due to a nautical error. 

I have just had placed in my hands a little old book published 
long ago at Norwich, England, entitled" Catechism of the Ter
restrial Globe," in which the following incident is related to illus· 
trate a point: 

In the year 1789 a mutiny took place on board a British vessel, called 
the Bounty, sent to convey bread fruit to the British Colonies in the West 
Indies: the Mutineers, after turning the commander, Lieut. Bligh, and 
18 of the crew, adrift in the boat, proceeded to Otaheite and from that 
Island eight of the Mutineers with their ringleader and some Otaheitans 
set sail, and were not heard of afterwards for twenty years. An Ameri. 
can vessel touched at Pitcairn's Island in 1808, and there discovered 
the survivors of the lost Mutineers. Again in Sep. 1814, Sir Thomas 
Staines and Captain Pipon, of H. M. ships Briton and Tagus, fell in 
with this Island. The day on which the two Captains landed was Sat. 

.urday th~ 17th of Sep. but by John Adams's (the chief of the Colony) 
account It was Sunday the 18th, and they were keeping the Sabbath by 
making it a day of rest and prayer. This was occasioned by the Bounty 
having proceeded thither by the eastern route, and our frigates having 
gone to the westward; and the Topaz found them right according to her 
own reckoning, she having also approached the Island from the east· 
ward. Every ship from Europe proceeding to Pitcairn's Island round 

Ithe Cape of Good Hope will find them a day later-those who approach 
them round Cape Horn, a day in advance. 

In this chain of circumstances leading up to the Saturday ob
~ervance there seems to be nothing properly attributable to proy· 
Idence except the mutiny. 

A lot of people met at the old Tennent farm, near Hartsville, 
Bucks county, Pa., last week to celebrate the founding of the 
Presbyterian church in this country. Benjamin Harrison, presi
dent of the United States, was one of the speakers, and amonO' 
other things said: 

I must say I have much pleasure in being here, for every impulse of 
honest pride which stirs your hearts moves mine. I am glad to stand 
here at the source of a great movement. I am glad to be here to help 
celebrate one of the most glorious impulses springing from a small be
ginning. and yet hoW' far reaching in its results and effects. Let us take 
no backward sleps. Let us continue to merit the favor of God and do 
his work until the world shall cease to move. Let us; my friends, con. 
tinue to be steadfast to the faith nurtured and strengthened on this sacred 
spot. 

The. event commemorated mayor may not have been one 
worth rejoicing over. We have to judge by the life of its founder 
and the doctrines which the Presbyterian church was organized 
to inculcate. John Calvin, who made Presbyterianism synony
mous with Calvinism, was a murderer. He burned, tortured; 
and banished heretics, and was as perfect a fiend as the unintox
icated imagination can picture. A partial list of his crimes, pub .. 
lbhed in this journal of May 4, 1889, shows that it was by no 
virtue of his own that he escaped the ga.llows. 

The Presbyterian church is not responsible for the infamies of 
its founder, but it is responsible for the doctrines it teaches, 
which are as bad as Calvin himself. Imagine a crowd of Amer.. 
ican citizens meeting to rejoice over this, from the Pr~sbyterian 
creed: 

By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some meri 
and angels are predestined unto everlasting life and others are foreor. 
dained to everlasting death. These angels and men, thus predestined 
and foreordained, are particularly and unchangably designed, and their 
number is so cert;tin and definite that it cannot be either increased or 
diminished. 

'Vhy should people congratulate themselves that God created 
them for everlasting death? 

Think of the Presbyterians of Bucks county joining with Pres

0 
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ident Harrison and Postmaster-General \Vanamaker in a juLile.! 
over this comforting assurance: 

Men not professing the Christian religion cannot be saved in any other 
way whatsoever, be they never so diligent in framing their lives accord
ing to the light of nature. 

\,Ve know that in the United States only twenty millions out of 
sixty millions of the population profess the Christian religion in 
the sense here meanf, namely, as members of the Christian 
church. Why should General Harrison praise God for the 
founding of the faith that consigns to" everlasting torment two
thirds of the men who voted for him? 

Here is another precious truth from the creed whose founding 
on American soil has just been commemorated: 

We cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin. There is no sin so 
small but that it deserves damnation. 

According to that statement, unless a person be wholly sinless 
his damnation is assured, since the least sin deserves damnation, 
and God is just. I can see nothing in that fact to make me feel 
like celebrating. 

Furthermore, says the Presbyterian Confession of Faith: 
The sOllls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they rer.1ain in tor

ment and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. At 
the last day the lighteolls shall come into everlasting life, but the wicked 
shall be cast into eternal torment and punished with everlasting destruc
tion. The wicked shall be cast into hen, to be punished with unspt-ak
able torment, both of body and soul, with the devil and his angels, for
ever. 

If that is a fact, it would be much kinder to ~onceal it" from 
the world than to found a church to promulgate it, since there is 
no way of escaping from a fate which is so irrevocably fixed that 
the number of men predestined to everlasting life or to everlast
ing death" cannot be either increased or diminished." 

But the beauties of the Presbyterian faith-given a local hab
itation in Bucks county-are not all told. Contemplate this, 
beatitude: 

At the day of judgment the righteous, being caught up to Christ in the 
clouds, shall be seated at his right hand and there openly acknowledged 
'and acquitted, and they shall join with him in the damnation of the 
wicked. 

It must be understood that" the wicked" here does not neces
sarily or impliedly mean those of criminal or reprobate lives, but 
unregenerate men, like yourself, dear reader, whose works, "al
though they may be things which God commands, and of good 
use both to themselves and others, yet not being done for the 
glory of God are sinful and cannot make a man meet to receive 
Christ." 

The foregoing is the religious faith professed by the twenty
third president of the United S~ates, in this year of grace 1889, 
and of our independence the II4th. It is enough to make an 
American citizen grieve that he was not born a foreigner. For
tunately for our sensibilities, we shall be dead and unable to 
blush when future generations, possessed of the common sense 
denied to us, write down our day and generation as' an age of 
ferocious superstition, and condemn us for holding religious d0g
mas that would" shock cannibals feasting upon babes." 

. BRIEF HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

The California State Fair opened at Sacramento on Monday 
last.--Sam Jones's converted stenographer, J. W. Lee, is in 
trouble again. While in San Francisco Lee stole an overcoat,' 
and served sixty days for it. He then went to Honolulu, where 
he is awaiting trial for stealing a watch.--The Native Sons of 
the Golden \Vest, with other citizem, celebrated last Mondav the 
anniversary of California's admission into the Union. It is a 
legal holiday.--Governor Waterman pronounces the state 
prison in~estigation a farce.--A Sunday-law crusade is in pro
gress in Los Angeles.--There is a movement on foot to erect 
a monument in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, to perpetuate 
the memory of California's pioneers.--The Chinamen are 
digging up the bones of their defunct countrymen buried in this 
city for removal to their native wil. There is a tax of $10 on 
each body disinterred, and the present resurrection of over one 
hundred will net the city a large sum.--The fire at Ukiah last 
week burnt up $50,000 or $60,000 worth of property, but- it will 

not weaken the boom in real estate which is now vis:ting the 
town.--The Salvation "Army" at Colusa, Cal., consists of 
only two men, but they were arrested last week for disturbing 
the peace and jailed in default of $50 fine.--Sylvestro Morales, 
the Mexican outlaw who has been committing depredations in 
the lower part of the state, was captured last week by a constable 
and party on the shore at the head of the Alamitos bay near 
Long Beach, Los Angeles county. There was a reward of 
$1,200 for his capture, which will be claimed by Constable K.eno 
Wilson. who made the arrest.-· -The case of Neagle, who shot 
Judge Terry, is advancing as rapidly as could be, expected, but 
there are no new developments.--Four men ,,,ere killed by 
the explosion of a boiler in the California Sash, Blind, and Door 
Factory, Oakland, last Tuesday. The large engine-house was 
blown to atoms, and many employees were wounded. 

It is denied that Cooper Graham went over Niagara Falls in 
a barrel, and we are ,now asked to believe that Steve Brodie has 
performed the feat in a rubber suit.--Henry Genet, the dis
tinguishedpolitician of Tweed-ring notoriety, died at New York 
last week.--John L. Sullivan, Massachusetts's favorite son, an
nounces himself a candidate for Congress from a Boston district. 
--The United States mint at Helena, Mont., has just cast a 
gold bar weighing nearly 500 pounds. It is the largest ever cast. 
The bar is the property of the Montana National Bank; it is 
worth $100,000, and will be placed on exhibition at the Minne
apolis Exposition, and then at New York.--Exer~ises com
memorative of the founding of Presbyterianism in the United 
States were held in Hartsville, near Philadelphia, Sept. 5. Presi
dent Harrison and Postmaster Wanamaker were in attendance, 
and the president delivered an address eulogizing Presbyterian
ism.--The Rev. J. K.. Griffis, pastor of the Baptist church at 
Waconda, a village in Lake county, Ill., not many miles from 
Chicago, has eloped with Miss Anna Tidmarsh, a member of 
his flock, who lived next door to him. Mrs. Griffis is left with 
her two little boys, wholly unprovided for, her husband having 
taken every cent of money in the house, and even her jewelry. 
--Destructive storms are reported from the Atlantic coast at 
New York and vicinity. The Coney Istand and Rockaway beaches 
suffered most. Great damage to _property is reponed, but no loss 
of life.--Congressman Samuel Sullivan Cox, better known as 
Sunset Cox, ex-minister to Turkey, died in New York on the 
loth. He was 65 years old. 

The employers of the striking coal-heavers of London assert 
that an agreement has been reached with their men on the basis 
of a raise in wages next January. The strikers held a meeting 
last Sunday and declared they must have the raise November I. 
l\Iany of the men have returned "to work.--Three priests were 
recently arrested in the state of Guanajuato. Mexico, for preach
ing seditious doctrines. On the trial two were declared not 
guilty. The third was convicted and sentenced to undergo eleven 
months' imprisonment and to pay a fine of $ 1000. He has ap
pealed.--The bishop of Marseilles, France, has issued a formal 
protest against the circular recently issued by the French minis
ter of jll:stice, in which the minister reminded the clergy that 
they are prohibited by law from taking part in the elections . 
The bishop affirms the rights of priests to intervene in elections 
and other political affairs.--A dispatch to the London Chroni
cle from Rome says: The pope has abandoned the idea of leav
ing Rome, the German government having mediated in his be
half and assured him that in the event of war Italy would strictly 
respect his position~--Maurice Sand, son of Mdme. George 
Sand, the novelist, is dead, aged 66.--The explosion of a 
powder n:tagazine in the old city of Antwerp, in Belgium, last 
week killed several hundred people and nearly destroyed the citv 
by setting it on fire. . 

IT is a fact worth thinking about in all its bearings that over 
22,000,000 acres of the soil of these United States are owned by 
citizens of European countries. This vast acreage owned bv aliens 
is equal to nine states of the size of Massachusetts. The alien 
Engli.sh landl.ords in Ireland, who are charged with responsibility 
fo: nme-tenths of the miseries and oppressions endured by the 
I fish people, do' not own half as man" acres there as alien Euro
peans own in, this country.-Boston'Globe. 

http:Engli.sh
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REST. 

TO MY FRIEND HORACE SEAVER. 

The summer's glory waxeth old, 
The walnut leaves have turned to gold, 
The golden-rod has kissed the sun 
To say farewell, its work is done; 
While Nature whispers every guest: 

It The feast is o'er. A time for rest." 

The oriole is clothed in brO\vn, 

The wild fowl skim across t~e town; 

The russet leaves are crimson-specked, 

The lazy clouds are silver-flecked; 

A gray haze fringes east and west

The song is sung: A time for res~. 


The squirrel's hoard is in the ground, 

The night owl's hooting echoes round; 

The tented fields of garnered corn, 

The maple trees of glory shorn, 

The acorn's fall, the empty nest, 

All tell the tale: A time for rest. 


Aurora paints the northern skies, 

The stars look down with brighter eyes. 

The summer's moon, whose orb of gold 

Gave magic power to seers of oIel, 


. Now wears the ice king's silver crest, 
And soothes the tired earth to rest. 

Great Nature first her bounty yields, 
Then, guardian of the woods and fields, 
Each tiny seed wraps in its cell, 
Which snowy mantle hides so well; 
And leaf and flower upon her breast 
Lie slumbering through the time of rest. 

Rest, too, for man, and over all, 
Rest for the tired human soul; 
Rest from all passion, rest from pain, 
A rest to note the loss or gain. 
A wintry sky, with moon and star; 
The grave beneath the prison bar, 
vVhere each may count for work well done, 
And wait the coming summer's sun, 
The harvest o'er, be this our quest: 
Come calm at last, come time of rest. 

San Francisco, Ca1. -THOMAS CURTIS. 

HORACE SEAVER. 

Horace Seaver was born in Boston on the 25th of August, 
1810. He was the second son of Nathaniel and Hannah Seaver, 
and as a boy was bright and promising. early giving evidence of 
the kindness and ability which characterized his after life and 
made him conspicuous among his fellows, in all that marks the 
superior man. He was descended from good old New England 
stock, and was proud that his ancestors were American and 
fought in the great Revolution. He was educated in the public 
schools, and may be taken as an illustrious example of the 
soundness of that instruction. He was greatly attached to these 
institutions, and was wont to attribute the love of justice, liberty, 
and fair play, that were prominent traits in his character, to the 
early training in equality and self-reliance which he received 
while attending the schools of Boston. Their safety and per
petuity he regarded as necessary to the stability of this govern
ment, and was ever ready to resist with his powerful voice and 
pen any encroachment on their rights. 

He was named after the once famous Unitarian minister, 
Horace Holly, and his parents intended that he should follow in 
the footsteps of this popular man. But early in life, while at 
Plymouth, Mass., he had the good fortune to attempt the defense 
of the Christian religion before a debating club, of which he was 
a member, and was himself so swayed by the arguments of his 

companions that henceforth his faith began to wane. After 
listening to the noted Freethinker, Robert Owen, in Albany, N. 
Y., Mr. Seaver, who had nmy given up all idea of becoming a 
minister, renounced his former theological ideas, and-to u:;e· 
his own words-" dropped the ministerial part of my (his) name, 
Holly, and ever after retained the heathen part, Horace." 

On his return from Albany, where he had worked several 
years as printer, Mr. Seaver entered the office of the Investigator 
in the .year 1837, as compositor. Mr. Kneeland's trial for 
blasphemy was then in progress, and on visiting that worthy gen
tleman later in jail after his conviction, he was so impressed· 
with the fanaticism that had imprisoned him! that henceforth he 
resolved to devote his life to the overthrow of all forms of super
stition and tyranny over the human mind. 

About this time, Mr. J. P. Mendum, who had also become a: 
disciple of Freethought, assumed control of the 'Boston Investi
gator, and as Mr. Kneeland was unable to attend to all the 
editorial work, Mr. Seaver was invited to assist him, and in 1838, 
after Mr. Kneeland had left Boston to reside in the West, he be
came sole occupant of the editorial chair, thus vacated. Then 
began that remarkable partnership between himself and Mr.· 
l\1endum, . which, having continued for· over fifty years, has 
ripened into more than brotherly affection, and is now only 
severed by the icy hand of deat~. Asone of our contemporaries 
remarked of him: "From that day to this present time, Mr. 
Seaver has diligently and heroically labored as compositor, editor, 
and lecturer, for the development and promotion of the good 
cause of Freethought, as he has understood its principles and 
objects. Both in season and out of season, in health and sick
ness, with scarcely a day's interruption for the last half century, 
he has stood at his post like a faithful sentinel and asked for no 
discharge from his warfare in behalf of Universal Mental Liberty, 
and against religious bigotry, priestcraft, intolerance, and super
stition." 

He was especially fond of debates, regarding free discussion as 
a prime factor in the promotion of truth; and every Sunday, be
fore Paine Hall was established, would find him in Hospitallar 
Hall, the most brilliant and effective of the many able orators 
who used to assemble there ready to wrestle in debate with such 
men as \Vitherell, Verity, King, Burk, Babcock, and others. We 
are knowing to the fact that many a Christian who dropped into 
"old Hospitallar" from- a spirit of mischief or curiosity, came 
away after listening to one of Mr. Seaver's forceful arguments, with 
ideas that led him forever from the faith of his fathers. It was the 
delight of his friends to find him pitted in debate against some 
Christian opponent, and unfortunate indeed. was that individual 
to whom it was allotted to defend theology against his scathing 
attacks.. On several occasions have we known these worthies to· 
be so discomfited and dumfounded by the powerful and irre
sistible logic of Mr. Seaver, that they have rushed from the hall 
without a word, and left him undisputed master of the situation. 

At the meeting held in New York City, May 4, 1845, where 
was under consideration the adoption of a name under which all 
dissenters could unite against the common foe, Christianity, it 
was the eloquent remarks of young Seaver, then in early man
hood, that brought order out of chaos, and caused the word In
fidel to be adopted by the Convention. H. L. Green, in referring 
to his appearance at the great Watkins' Glen Convention, held 
in August, 1878, says: "It was after nine o'clock when we ar
rived from Boston, and he was of course greatly fatigued, but a 
large meeting was being held in the town park, and when it 
was learned that the well-known editor of the Investigator was 
present, all clamored for a speech. Hundreds who had known 
him through the Investigator for years were present who had 
never before seen him. He came forward and spoke for fifteen 
m:nutes, and no more eloquent speech was ever before delivered. 
Every sentence was full of thought and wisdom and good com
mon sense. He reached every heart. before him, and if there 
were orthodox people present (and there must have been a great 
many) they could but have admitted that .a good and great man 
was addressing them -one who was enutled to the respect of 
every true friend of humanity." At the State Freethinker's Con
vention at Albany, N. Y., September 11,12, and 13,1885. his 
remarks charmed the large audience assembled inthe Opera 
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House, and they left profoundly impressed with th~ worth and 
greatness of the venerable man who addressed them. Thus it 
was. He was one of nature's noblemen, and was possessed of 
qualities that in other and more popular walks of life, had he 
chosen them, would have covered him with wealth and fame, 
and ranked him among the fortunate of earth. But who shall 
say his reward is not greater in the consciousness of a duty well 
performed, and the impression he has made and is yet to make 
on the progressive thought of the country? 

His life, though long, has been an exceedingly placid and 
quiet one, and except an occasional 'absence from home on a 
lecturing tour, has been mostly passed within the four walls of 
his sanctum, surrounded by books and the exchanges that he 
loved to peruse. During the long years of his editorial work
the longest, perhaps, of any living man-"'J:le met many of the 
leading reformers of this troublous period, and numbered among 
his personal friends such illustrious names as William Lloyd 
Garrison, Wendell Phillip~, Theodore Parker, Elizur Wrigh~, 
Charles Bradlaugh, George J. Holyoake, Colonel Robert G. In- . 
gersoll, James Parton, Parker Pillsbury, and others. Blessed 
with a philosophic temperament, he was at home in any society, 
and possessing a rare fund of anecdote and personal remi
niscences, was a most agreeable and entertaining companion. 
But he also loved solitude, and where "none intrude" could be 
always happy and occupied with his own thoughts. 

In physique he was most commanding, his large head and 
dignified bearing securing to him naturally and at all time the 
deference of those with whom he came in contact. Personallv 
he was the most kind and agreeable of men. Generous to a 
fault, he had little regard for money, and would cheerfully. part 
with his earnings to anyone who might solicit assistance. In 
fact, so heedless was he of his own interests in this respect that it 
was found nEcessary for his friends to be constantly on the watch 
for those who, knowing Mr. Seaver's weakness, were always wait
ing an opportunity to bother him with their sorrowful tales. He 
was considerate and good-natured always, easily approached, 
and would reassure with a smile and a kind word those who 
might otherwise be disconcerted by his imposing presence. All 
the employees in the Investigator office loved him and cordially 
accorr:led to him that admiration which true greatness ever in
spires. 

Since the death of his wife in 1848, Mr. Seaver has resided in 
his brother's family, and to his sister· in-law, Mrs. Lydia Seaver, 
is . due the thanks of all Liberals, for the kind care she has 
taken of Mr. Seaver during his last illness. He was one of the 
promoters of the Paine Memorial Building enterprise, and \vas 
president of the Paine Memorial Corporation at the time of 
his death. It was chiefly owing to his hearty and disinterested 
support that Mr. Mendum was enabled to save the building for 
the purposes for which it was intended. This will always re
main a temple for him as well as Mr. Mendum, and as long as 
it :-tands will reflect credit to both. But his greatest monu
ment will ever be the Boston Investigator, for whatever the 
paper has been for the last fifty years, he has made it. To this 
work he has concentrated the energies of his intellectual life, the 
force of his genius, the value of his experience. The effect these 
efforts have had in moulding Liberal thought and modifying 
Puritanical ideas it is impossible to estimate; but if the eloquent 
Ingersoll's, words be true, he and his associate have helped to 
Liberalize a continent. As brave and true men as Mr. Seaver 
have stood for the right, as honest hearts have suffered for the 
welfare of mankind; but in our opinion, no philosopher has 
lived in whom wisdom and courage, firmness and courtesy, have 
been more happily blended than in the noble one whose life has 
just ebbed away. ' 

As his life was brave and good, so was his death calm and 
philosophic. For although he has known for some weeks that 
death was inevitable, it has caused him no trouble beyond the 
natural regret that he must part with Mr. Mendum, and was 
fnrced to leave the scenes of earth which he so heartily enjoyed. 
When he learned that his old friend Colon~l Ingersoll would 
speak at his funeral, he manifested a positive pleasure and more 
than once alluded to it in the days preceding his dissolution. 
~e died as he lived, a Freethinker" He had no faith in religions 

of any kind, which he always looked upon as but different forms 
of superstition, but he did possess in a rare degree that larger 
faith that, whatever happened, living or dead, would be natural, 
and therefore right. The complaint from which he suffered was 
dropsy, and since his first attack, last January, he has been gradu
ally failing, till the end, which came peacefully and calmly. 

COLONEL INGERSOLL'S ORATION. 

Horace Seaver was a pioneer, a torch-bearer, a toiler in that 
great field we call the world-a worker for his fellow-men. At 
the end of his task he has fallen asleep, and we are met to tell 
the story of his long and u:seful life-to pay our tribute to his 
work and worth. ' 

He was one who saw the dawn while others lived in night. He 
kept his face toward the "purpling eabt," and watched the com
ing of the blessed day. 

He always sought for light. His object was to know, to find 
a reason for his faith-a fact on which to build. 

In superstition's sands he sought the gems of trJth; in super
stition's night he looked for s~ars. 

Born in New England-reared amid the cru~l superstitions of 
his age and time, he had the manhood and the courage to inve3
tigate, ~md he had the goodness and the courage to tell his honest 
thoughts. 

He was always kind, and sought to win the confidence of men 
by sympathy and love. There was no taint or touch of m~lice 
in his blood. To him his fellows did not seem depraved-they 
were not wholly bad-there was within the heart of each the 
seeds of good. He knew that back of every thought and act 
were forces uncontrolled. He wisely said: "Circumstances 
furnish the seeds of good and evil, and man is but the soil in 
which they grow." He fought the creed and loved the man. He 
pitied those who feared and shuddered at the thought of death
who dwelt in darkness and in dread. 

The religion of his day filled his heart with horror. 
He wa~ kind, compassionate, and tender; and could not fall 

upon his knees before a cruel and revengeful God! he could not 
bow to one who slew with famine, sword, and fire-to one piti
less as pestilence, relentless' as the lightning stroke. Jehovah 
had no attribute that he could love. 

He attacked the creed of New England-a creed that had 
within it the ferocity of Knox, the malice of Calvin, the cruelty 
of Jonathan ~dwards; a religion that had a monster for a God' 
a religion whose dogmas would have shocked cannibals feasting 
upon babes. 

Horace Seaver followed the light,of his brain-the impulse of 
his heart. . 

He was attacked, but he answered the insulter with a smile' 
and even he who coined malignant lies was treated as a friend 
misled. He did not ask God to forgive his enemies; he forO'ave 
them himself. . b 

He was sincere. Sincerity is the true and perfect mirror of 
the mind. It reflects the honest thought. It is the foundation 
of character, and without it there is no moral grandeur. 

Sacred are the lips from which have issued only [futh. Over 
all wealth, above all station, above the noble, the robed and the 
crowned, rises the sincere man. ' 

Happy is the man who neither paints nor patches veils nor 
veneers! Blessed is he· who wears no mask ! ' ' 

The man who lies before us wrapped in perfect peace prac
tic~d no art to hide or half-conceal his thought. He did not 
wfIte or sp~ak the double words that might be useful in retreat. 

He gave a truthful transcript of his mind and souO'ht to mal'e 
his meaning clear as light. 0 \,J 

To use his. own words, he had" the courage which impels a 
man .to do h.]s duty-to hold fast his integrity-to maintain a 
~onsclence VOId of offense, at every hazard and at every s3.crifice, 
m defiance of the world." 

He, lived to .his i?eal. He sought the approbation of himself. 
!:Ie dId not bUIld hIS character upon the opinions of others, and 
It was out of the very depths of his nature tha.t he asked the pro
found question: • 

(. \Vhat is there in other men that makes us desire their ap
probation, and fear their censure more than our OWJl? 11 , 
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Horace Seaver was ,a good and loyal citizen of the natural re
public, a believer in intellectual hospitality, one who knew that 
bigotry is born of ignorance and fear, the provincialisms of the 
brain. He did not belong to the tribe, or to the nation, but to 
the human race. His sympathy was wide as want, and like the 
sky, bent above the suffering world. 

This man had that superb thing which we call moral courage
courage in its highest form. He knew that his thoughts were 
not the thoughts of others, that he was with the few, and that 
where one would take his side, thousands would be his eager 
foes. He knew that wealth would scorn, and cultured ignorance 
deride, and that all believers in the creeds, buttressed by law and 
custom, would hurl the missiles of revenge and hate. He knew 
that lies, like· snakes, would fill the pathway of his life, and yet 
he told his honest thought, told it without hatred and without 
contempt, told it as it really was, And so, through all his days, 
bis heart was scund and stainless to the core. 

When he enlisted in the army whose bann!;!r is light, the hon
est investigator was looked upon as lost and curst, and even 
Christian criminals held him in contempt. The believing em
bezzler, the orthodox wife-beater-even the murderer, lifted his 
bloody hands and thanked God that on his soul there was no 
stain of unbelief! 

. In nearly every state of our republic the man who denied the 
absurdities and impossibilities lying at the foundation of what is 
called orthodox religion was denied his civil rights. He was 
not canopied by the regis of the law. He stood beyond the 
reach of sympathy. He was not allowed to te3tify against the 
invader of his home, the seeker for his life. His lips were closed. 
He was declared dishonorable because he was honest. His un
belief made him a social lep~r, a pariah, an outcast. He was 
the victim of religious hate and scorn. Arrayed against him were 
all the forces and all the hypocrisies of society. 

All mistakes and lies were his enemies. Even the Theist was 
denounced as a disturber of the peace because he told his 
thoughts in kind and candid words. He was called a blasphemer 
because he sought to rescue the reputation of his God from the 
slanders of orthodox priests. 

Such was the bigotry of the time· tha( natural love was lost. 
The unbelieving son was hated by his pious sire, and even the 
mother's heart was by her creed turned into stone. 

Horace Seaver pursued his way. He worked and wrought as 
best he could, in solitude and want. He knew the day would 
come. He lived to be rewarded for his toil-to see most of 
the Jaws repealed that had made outcasts of the noblest, the 
wisest, and the best. He lived to see the foremost preachers of 
the world attack the sacred creeds. He lived to see the sciences 
released from superstition's clutch. He lived to see the orthodox 
theologian take his place with the professor of the black art, the 
fortune-teller, the astrologer. He lived to see the best and 
greatest of the wqrld accept his thought-to see the theologians 
displaced by the great and true priests of nature-by Humbold: 
and Darwin, by Huxley and Haeckel. , 

Within the narrow compass of his life the world was changed. 
The railway, the steamship, the telegraph, made all nations 
neighbors. Countless inventions have made the luxuries of the 
past the necessities of to-day. Life has been enriched and man 
ennobled. The geologist has read the'records of frost and flame, 
of wind and rain; the astronomer has told the story of the stars, 
the biologist has sought the germ of life, and in every depart
ment of knowledge the torch of science sheds its ~cred light. 

. The ancient creeds have grown absurd; the miracles are small 
and mean; the inspired book is filled with fables told to please 
a childish world, and the dogma of eternal pain now shocks the 
heart and brain. 

He lived to see a monument unveiled to Bruno in the city of 
Rome-to Giordano Bruno-that great man who 289 years ago 
suffered death by fire for having proclaimed the truths that since 
have filled the world with joy. He lived to see the victim of the 
church a: victor-lived to see his memory honored by a nation 
freed from papal chains. 

He worked knowing what the end must be-expecting little 
while he lived, but he knew that every fact in the wide universe 
was on his £ide. He knew that truth can wait, and so he worked 

patient as eternity. He had the brain of a philosopher and the 
heart of a child. 

Horace Seaver was a man of common sense. By that I mean 
one who knows the law of average. He denied the Bible, not 
on account of what has been discovered in astronomy or the 
length of time it took to form the delta of the Nile, but "he com
pared the things he found in the inspired book with what he 
knew. 

He knew that antiquity added nothing to probability-that 
lapse of time can never take the place of cause, and that the 
dust can never gather thick enough upon mistakes to make them 
equal with the truth. He knew that the old, by no possibility, 
could have been more wonderful than the new, and that the present 
is a perpetual torch by which we know the past. 

To him all miracles were mistakes, whose parents were cun
ning and credulity. 

He knew that miracles were not, because they are not. 
He believed in the sublime, unbroken, and eternal march of 

causes and effects-denying the chaos of chance and the caprice 
of power. 

. He tested the past by the now, and judged of all the men and 
races of the world by those he knew. 

He believed in the religion of Freethought and good deed-of 
character, of sincerity, of honest endeavor, of cheerful hope, of 
sym~a~hy-and above all, in the religi0t; of l~ve and liberty-in 
a rehglOn for every day, for the world In whIch we live. for the 
present; the religion of roof and raiment, of food, of intelli
gence, of intellectual hospitality, the religion that gives health 
and happiness, freedom and content-in the religion of work, 
and in the ceremonies of honest labor. He lived for this worlo; 
if there be another he will live for that. 

He did what he could for the destruction of Fear-the destruc
tion of the imaginary monster who rewards th~ few in heaven
the monster who tortures the many in perdition. 
• He was the friend of all the world, and sought to civilize the 

liuman race. 
For more than fifty years he labored to free the bodies and 

souls of men, and many thousands have read his words with joy. 
He sought the suffering and oppressed. He sat by those in pain, 
and his hand was laid in pity on the brow of death. 

He asked only to be treated as he treated others. He asked 
for only what he earned, and he had the manhood to cheerfully 
accept the consequences of his actions. He expected no reward 
for the goodness of another. 

But he has lived his life. We should shed no tears except the 
tears of gratitude. We should rejoice that he lived so long. 

In Nature's course his time had come. The four seasons 
were complete in him. The spring could never come again. 
He had taken life's seven steps. The measure of his years was 
full. , 

\Vhen the day is done, when the work of a life is finished, 
when the gold of evening meets the dusk of night, beneath the 
silent stars the tired laborer should fall asleep. To outlive use~ 
fulness is a dJU ble death: 

L~t me not live after my flame lacks oil, , 
To be the snuff of younger spirits. 

\Vhen the old oak is visited in vain by spring', when light and 
rain no longer thrill, it is not well to stand leafless, desolate, and 
alone.. It is better far to hll where nature softly covers all with 
woven mos:; and creeping vine. 

How little, after all, we know of what is ill or well! How lit
tle of this wondrous stream of cataracts and pools-this stream 
of life that rises in a world unknown and flows to that mysteri
ous sea whose shore the foot of one who Comes hath never 
pressed! How little of this life we know-this straggling way 
of light 't\vixt gloom and gloom, this strip of land by verdure clad 
between the unknowJ1 wastes, this throbbing moment filled with 
love and pain, this dream tInt lies between the shadowy shores of 
sleep and death. 

\Ve stand upon this verge of crumbling time. We love, we 
hope, we disappear, Again we mingle with the dust and t4e 
H knot intrinsicate" forever falls apart. 

But this we know-A noble life enriches all the world. 
Horace Seaver lived for others. He accepted toil, and hope 
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deferred. Poverty was his portion. Like Socrates, he d;d not 
seek to adorn his body, but rather his soul with the jewels of 
charilY, modesty, courage, and above all,with a love of liberty. 

Farewell, 0 brave and modest man! . 
Your lips, between which truth burst into blossom, are forev~r 

closed. Your loving heart has ceased to beat. Your busy bram 
is still, and from your hand has dropped the sacred torch. . 

Your noble, self-denying life has honored us, and we WIll 
honor you! . 

You were my friend, and I was yours. Ab:we your silent clay, 
I pay this tribute to your worth. 

Farewell! 

CALL FOR THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST AN~UAL CO~VENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portland, Oregon, at Masomc I-hll, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the 12th, 13th, and 14th dayb of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state.· 

The advocates of this measure 'in Washington Territor) are 
invited to join their Oregon friends in this Convention. . 

Done at Portland. Oregon, this. thirty-first day of July, 1889. 
C. BEAL, }J. K. SEARS, A. F..NEUNERT, Board of Directors. 

LEE LAUGHLIN, L. AMES, 
SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 

The North Pacific Conference of the Seventh-Day Adventists 
sends Elder Alonzo T. Jones. an orator from Oakland, Cali
fornia to address the Convention. He writes: "I thank you for 
giving' me your very best session, and I assure you I will do my 
best to show my appreciation of the favor. I will try and reach 
there Slturday if possible." "I will give you good notice in the 
Sentinel." 

G. W. Tiffany, a business man of Salem, Oregon, wri.tes:· 
"Anything in my power to do will be done. I have adverttsed 
the Convention in the Polk County Advertiser for the month of 
September, and in the Weekly Capital journal for the same ~ime. 
I pay the papers regular rates, and glad to do it. There IS too 
much apathy and indifference among Liberals, and in this is our 
danger." 

D. R. Sutton, knowing that the Secular Union would soon 
. need a little more money, obtained five dollars from H. B. 

Nicholas, an attorney of Portland, and four dollars from J. Il. 
Fisk. the chemist and assayer. 

A letter comes from L: Ames, of Silverton, chairman of the 
finance committee. He says he has sent out about fifty letters, 
and that one good brother sent in thirteen dollars. Brother 
Ames urges that the Convention be confined to the separation of 
church and state, and all other issues left out. "We will try to 
have Mr. \Vatts here at Christmas; have a grand festival and a 
jolly, goo.i time." Mr. Underwood stopped while at Silverton 
with this excellent Liberalfamily. 

W. \V. West. of Scappoose, says: "I will be at the Convention 
and bring all I can with me." 

B. \V. Dunn, of Lafayette, writes: "I will be with you at the 
Convention; will do all in my power to assist you in the cause, 
for it is one in which I feel a great interest. Hoping to. meet, 
you and other brothers and sisters at the meeting the I 2th of 
October, you may rely that I will do all I can to help make 
it up." , 

R. H. Scott, of Scott's Mills, sends five dollars and a good 
business letter. 

Charles A. Stewart, of Cascade Locks, Oregon, sends a fine 
list of names. Charley has "devotion of soul" in what he un
dertakes. "There are many Liberals in this place and surround
ing country; will notify as many as I can. Will be traveling 
after to-dav and will do all I cJ.n for the cause and Convention. 
Inclosed find a large list of names." 

J. Henry Schroeder, our intelligent Liberal brother, of Arago, 
Coos county, writes: ,. The cause is progressing and I will send 
i.n a list of names. Will make arrangements to publish the Con
vention in our local papers. I believe it would be well for thos.e 

who can to meet befJre the Convention and mature plans. A 

caUCll~ the day or evening before would be beneficial. . It would 

accomplish, if nothing more, a better acquaintance and under
standing among the workers." . _ . 


G. R. Higgins, of North Yamhill, 1:ays: "I hope the Conven

tion will be a grand succeES, and it will be if the Liberals do their 

duty with money and brains. If conducted properly, the meeting 

will be a blessing to generations yet to come." 


There is a man out in Jackson county who has a soul· as big 

as a meeting-house. His name is Wm. H. Breese. He sends 

thirty-two signers to the comtitution and five dollars as follows, 

from Talent: H. C. Stock, 50 cents; H. Aumerman, $r; \Vm. 

H. Breese, 50 cents; Rosetta \Valters, 50 cents; from Ashland: 

John Holton, 50 cents; Mrs. H. C. Holton, 50 cents; J. B. Plum

mer, 50 cents. 


Now, my brother and sisler Liberals. in all earnestness let me 

make a direct appeal to yOll. If you fail to come to this Conven

tion, or come to one meeting and then go off on business. it will 

be impossible for me to make il up. The cause wilr be discour

aged everywhere, as there have been so many expectations created 

in regard to it. Come as a ~atter of duty, ,conscience. patriotism. 

This cause can only triumph through devotion of soul. If it fails 

the word Liberty should be handed blck to the person who first 

spoke it. By devotion of soul humanity can bring to themselves 


, every blessing that it is possible for them to possess. If the in
spiration is burning in you it will light your footsteps to the Con
vention. Confucius said that he did not talk of extraordinary 
things, feats of strength, disorder, or supernatural being", but of 
morality. learning, truthfulness, and devotion of soul. 

"Come as the waves come when navies are stranded, 
Come as the winds come when forests are bended." 

, C. BEAL. 
President Oregon State Secular Union. 

DOWIE, THE PAITH-HEALER. 

The oft repeated saying that" Truth is mighty and will pre
vail," may be an axiom to an ignorant person, but to people who 
have knowledge of the operation of the forces of nature and have 
observed the actual results of the world's efforts.., it is perfectly 
plain that truth is not .mightier, neither is it more likely to pre
vail than error. It has been truthfully said that a falsehood by 
continued repetition will often grow into an established fact, and 
an erroneous idea freely circulated and allowed to pass undis-' 
puted, will finally become an accepted truth. 

The history of the world shows that error has held sway as 
often and quite as much as truth; that error has oontrolled the 
destinies of nations as often as truth; that millions of martyrs 
have been slaughtered in past centuries as the result of the pre
valence of error instead of truth; that dynasties anJ kingdoms 
have been founded on erroneous theories, and still others de
stroyed under erroneous apprehensions. 

Any profound mind must necessarily comprehend the fact that 
there is no law directing the forces of nature in the way of truth 
in contradistinction to the way of error, and that only knowledge 
of cause and effect will aid us in di:stinguishing the difference be
tween error and truth. 

Ignorance is the mother of superstition, 'and mother and 
daughter go hand in h:md ever after the birth of the latter. 

Ignorance of astronomy gave rise to the worship of the sun 
through fear engendered by its majesty and evident power. Ig-' 
norance of the laws of gravity, attraction, and the law of com
binations gave 'rise to the idea of creation, and the ignorant' 
assumption -of special creation gave rise to a mass of error that 
has retarded the progress of truth for ages and enslaved the mind· 
of man in a. bondage worse than the tyranny of all the despots on 
~~. ' 

In addition to all this we have another phase of error which 
is error based upon a foundatibn of truth in disguise; ignorance 
of cause and consequent]y a false imputation of effects. This 
brings me to the subject of this essay, Alexander Dowie the so
called faith-healer. However, we must not elevate hi~ to the 
position of a standard-bearer, for there are many such, but sim- ' 
ply use him to illustrate a subject that is just now convulsing the 
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minds of the intellectual and metaphysical world. We have long 
been cognizant of the existence of certain physical forces so subtle 
in their natures that the ordinary mind could not grasp their in
tricacies; but the tendencies of the age, in giving us enhanced 
mental insight into the intricacies of natural workings, have opened 
to those who are not cursed with super~tition to such an extent 
that thev cannot investigate a knowledge of their force, in a de
gree sufficient to allow a dawning of the light of electro-magnetic 
science. I give it tris name for want of ~ufficient technical 
knowledge of the various qualities of this, the vital force of life, 
intending to cover all its peculiar phases, or at least to apply its 
specific qualities called by some animal magnetism, as shown to 
be that peculiar life-giving principle which uses the system of 
nerves of the body through which to transmit its forces. The 
brain is the trunk of the tree of which the nerves running to 
every part of the body are the branches, and a touch of any of 
these branches instantly telegraphs a message to the home office 
in the head. This base of operations has a great variety of 
functions or sub-offices located in different parts of the. brain 
cavity. Dr. Buchanan has proved that by the -application of the 
hand of a highly magnetic person to certain localities on the 
cranium, moved in certain directions, certain effects may be pro
duced at the will of the operator; anger, laughter, hate, love, 
mania, ecstasy, or the exhibition of any of the passions may be 
produced. _ 

The effect of the magnetism of the mesmerizer on a person 
su~ceptible to him is well known, and the effect of the magnetism 
of a compact body of people upon susceptible persons in that 
body has been. illustrated thousands of times in such audiences as 
gather around Dowie, Cullis, and others, and especially has it 
been exemplified amongst the negroes of the Southern states, 
where, in their meetings, as the result of a free, all-around shake 
of hands to the music of a hymn, the free flow of magnetism 
often produces· a state of O\rerpO\\'ering ecstasy, which results in 
a dead faint, when the subject is picked up and laid on a bench 
to recover as soon as the ecstasy passes off. 

These so-called "faith-cures," "divine healings," "mind-cures," 
etc., are all "off the same piece," and are nothing more nor less 
than electro-magnetic effects. This being the vital force of life 
has the effect to· accelerate and stimulate the sluggish vitality 
of the system, and thereby throw off diseased conditions, and in 
the case of slight maladies in a person of negative receptive electro
magnetic conditions, a sudden influx of vital force will have a 
tendency to suddenly restore them to normal conditions, or at 
least to start them on the road to recovery, which, if persisted in, 
will naturally effect a cure, even in chronic cases, Our best 
physicians recognize the fact that to assist nature to restore nor
mal conditions is the acme of professional accomplishments, and 
to stimulate to activity the sluggish organ the proper practice. 
In many cases this is done by the application of electricity gener
ated by a battery. The failure of this kind of an application in 
many cases has led to the discovery that the quality of electricity 
is an important factor, and experience has taught that the quality 
generated by the nerve forces of mankind, when stimulated into 
a~tive operation by contact between persons possessed of the 
requisite positive and negative qualities, is best adapted to restore 
vital action in the system. 

Given, then, the premises that electro-magnetism is the vital
izing force of all life, we have a simple formula for supplying the 
demands made on the system by the decay and death of cellular 
tissue. It is beginning to dawn on the minds of humanity that 
the nerve system of the body performs a very prominent function 
in the life of the individual. Instead of being of secondary im
portance it is the foundation of all energy, and without which 
there can be no life. We know, although we do not understand 
how nor why, that certa.in persons possess a nerve system of 
greater power than others, and possibly of different quality in 
some important respects, and that they can operate thatsystem 
to produce certain effects on others, and that by augmenting this 
vital current in those in whom it is weak the energy in the func

. tional organs is increased and the building up of tissue becomes 
commensurate with the demands of the natural waste occasioned 
by the wearing out process. We die as the result of sudden or 
rapid. destruction of cellular tissue, through diseas·e or accident 

secondarily, or primarily by the sudden destruction of the nerve 
~ystem by rendering it incapable of action through accident, and 
If the motive power-electro-magnetism-remains sufficient to 
keep up the building process under all circumstances then 
there need be no death; but unfortunately accidental conditions 
are so numerous that sudden demands for a great increase of vi
tal power cannot be provided for in our present ignorance of 
these laws of our being, hence death, decay, and disintegration 
take place and the matter of which we are composed returns to 
the material universe from whence it came to supply ~he demand 
for new forms. 

Now, such men as Dowie and hundreds of others possess this 
power of not only powerful electro-magnetic force, but the power 
and knowledge of gathering from others ~nd concentrating the 
whole upon susceptible or. negative subjects in a manner to pro
duce powerful effects and hence cure some maladies; but to 
ascribe this power to a mystical supernatural being and thereby 
operate on the ignorance and credulity of a superstition-cursed 
people is not only wrong but it is cnminal, because if the truth 
concerning these things was taught, enlightenment and general 
benefi~ wonld be the result instead of a degrading superstition 
operatmg to lessen knowledge by retarding study of and investi
gation into the source of life, health, arid happiness. 

The" livery of heaven to serve the devil in" was never more 
perfectly illustrated than in the operations of Dowie to make 
money. He shows himself to be a charlatan and full of the 
sharp tricks of the juggler and the shrewd advertiser. In the 
first place he uses the medium of prayer and music, which, in an 
audience trained to believe in the efficacy of prayer, emphasized 
by a fear of the God to whom they pray, is found to be the best 
possible medium through which to concentrate the mental and 
magnetic effect of the people now known. By this means he 
produces. a free and liberal flow of electro-magnetism, which, 
when directed by him to the susceptible subjects, will necessarily 
produce a vital effect; but unfortunately it requires conditions in 
the subject that are peculiar to certain constitutions and not ap
plicable to all, either from the lack of the necessary quantity or 
quality or condition of the magnetism of the individual. Now, 
to get rid of these cases, which his knowledge and susceptibilities 
soon detect by scanning his audience, he resorts to qu~stions, 
such as, "Do you believe that God made the world in six: days?" 
or some such foolish question, to which, judging by their look of 
intelligence, he is sure they will answer no, when he will angrily 
tell them to go away for he can do nothing for them. This is 
only one of his ways of getting rid of persons he knows he can
not effect, but he is fertile enough to find a way to dispose of all 

. unsusceptible applicants. When he has gathered together a 
goodly number of those he has had under his eye and voice foJ," 
several days, and weeded out the positive and unsympathetic 
ones, he proceeds to work them up into a state of electro-magnetic 
ecstasy by exhortation, singing and prayer, and then lays hands 
on the subject, when they are expected to jump to their feet and 
proclaim the cure. Now, one would suppose that with all the 
professed goodness of this" angel in disguise" a magnetic influ
ence from him would lead the persons to at least be truthful in 
their statements made in these states of ecstasy; but, on the con
trary, if the witnesses of the miracles of Jesns Christ lied as badly 
in their statements as to what happened as some of Dowie's 
chroniclers have, it is no wonder that such miracles are not be
lieved now-a-days.' As a sample: One woman said she had been 
instantly cured of a malady affecting one arm so she had not 
been able to use it for a long time. I am told by a lady living 
in the same house with her that she has been doing her own 
work and carrying a child up and down stairs for the last six 
months without anyone knowing of any trouble \vith her arms. 

Another woman said she was instantly cured of catarrh which 
was so bad that she had not been able to speak above a whisper 
for seven years. One of this woman's neighbors says she has 
been such a notoriously noisy person that the owners of the house 
where she lodged had contemplated turning her out of the house 
several times. Another good old mother in the church, under 
electro-magnetic excitement, testified to a wonderful cure, and 
her pastor hearing of it called on her the next day and found her 
in bed completely prostrated from the effects of the excitement. 

http:certa.in


-----------------------

588 

Three-fourths of all his cures, when investigated,' turn out like 
these and go to swell the proof:; that all miracles are substantiated, 
by v~ry doubtful proofs, and that the liars in all ages h:lV.e not 
all been disbelievers in Chris:ianity.-RANFoRD \VORTHING, In the 
Scm Diego Union. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and \Vashington: 
Fox Valley·....•. Or., Sept. 9,10, Stella, ........ W.T., " ..... 7, 
LongCreek ...... " " 11,12, Portland ...... Or., " 12,13,14, 

Hamilton ........ " " 14,15, 1~rown5ville ..." " .... 16, 

Monument ...... Or., Sept. 16, 17, Eugene' ..... ,. " . 17, 18, 

Hay Stack ......• "" 18, Coburg ... ~.. . " .19,20, 

Lone Rock ....•• " " 19,20, Talent. . . . . . . ." ".22, 23, 

Fossil ....••..... " " 21,22, Linkville......" "25,26,27, 

Hillsboro, ...... Or., Sept., .... 27, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

North Yamhill. .. " "28, 29, of November, 

Forest Groye .... Or., Sept..... 30, San Diego and vicinity the mon~h of 

Ranier .•........ " Oct.... 5, 6, December. 


The Evils of R3ligious Superstition. 

To thl! Editors of Fret!thozeght: 
Inclosed please find $1 as payment for another six months' subscription 

to your most excellent and welcome paper FREETHOUGHT. 
\Vhat can be more ennobling to the human semI than Freethought? It 

is stepping from the darkness into light. Ever since I learned to reflect 
and reason for myself I have, step by step, endeavored to free my mind 
from superstition and, as far as I had the chance, tried to prevail upon 
others. You therefore may judge that, mindful of my duty as a Free. 
thinker, circumstances bettering themselves, I shall not fail to assist in 
the good cause YOli are so ably advocating; where often, I notice, you 
are expending mental dynamite to make a breach into the beclouded 
skulls. Superstition begets errors and wrongs, and the former, universe 
ally prevailing, naturally produces the errors and wrongs in that line 
universally. Most of the woes and misery humanity is suffering from can 
be fairly traced back to that monster of all evils-religious superstition. 
It destroys the clear vision of the intellect, corrupts the moral status of 
man, prevents the free development of his better b:!ing, and fosters and 
creates ignorance, ill.will, and hatred between man and man. 

I am pleased and entertained by the correspondence of Pro~essor Sey. 
mour "On the Trail." Respectfully yours, .ROBERT NAGLER. 

Santa Quin, Utah. 

Um! 
To the Editors of Fruth 0 ugltt : 

I received your paper of August 3, 1889, from a friend last night, and 
have b;!en reading it. On page 40 is some questions, up to 25 kind,;. I 
will an\;wer them all collectively. . 

I. "The Lord God formed (created) a man of the dust-his bo.!y, and 
then breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man becam:! a liv. 
ing soul." Gen. 2, 7. 

From these we understand that a man with a body and a spirit, 
unitedly is the soul. When the spirit leaves the body, the body is dead. 
Hence, that body is not a soul, and will not b~come a !;oul again until 
the resurrection day; for the spirit will enter his boly, and the body 
will b~ resurrected to make it a soul, for salvation or for condemnation. 
Sometimes the spirit is called the soul in the Bible, but that is only be. 
cause the spirit is the life of the bojy, while it is in ·its body. 

2. "\Vhere are the souls-spirits, made?" Answer: At the birth. 
That is, when the child is born, the spirit enters the body: Tilat child 
becomes a living soul. 
. But" when was the spirits made?" I answer that God is the Cather 

of the spirits. They are all living spirits, and were so from before the 
world was made. Job 38, 7, etc. I could say much more of this, but 
have no time at th~ present. . 

3. "In what part of the body is the soul-spirit located?" An
swer: In the brain of the head; the spirit is also called, "The mind.' , 
Hence, all "Idiots" are "Idiots," or "Ignorants." They with the 
children are not responsive to any laws, or in other words, they are not 
under any law. See Rom. 4, 15, 5, 13, 7, 8 

4. The spirit-IIsoul, " must first enter its body at the resurrection 
~~y, when Christ comes to l:ive every man his dues. Luke 14, 14. Job. 

• " ...... .I 

5, 29. Acts 24, 15. Rev. 20, 5,6., etc. Then she will receive" pain" 
or the other way. 

5. The spirit is ill the shap:! of the man's body, and is of matter as 
well ~s the body; a tangible substance, and have a nature as well as 
man. God himself has nat~re. See Heb. 2, 16. 2 Pet. J, 4. 

These answers will b:! sufficient to Mr. \V. C. C., of" Hillisboro," Or. 
Respectfully, J. A.STROMBERG. 

Priest of the reorganized church of Jesus <;:hrist, L. D. S. 
Sonoma, August 23, 1889. 

Dr. Foote Revisits Salt Lake City. 

Dr. Foote, senior, would announce that he contemplates making a 
brief visit to Salt Lake City in Octob:!r. In the spring of 1885, it will be 
rem:!mb:!reu by the readers of The Health Monthly, we visited Salt 
Lake City for the purpose of exposing and dislodging a pretender who 
was using the name of Dr. Foote, Jr., and representing himself as the 
son of Dr. E. B. Foote, of New York. He had established a large 
practice on the strength of these misrepresentations, and it took several 
weeks to collect such evLlence as would lead Judge Zane to grant an in. 
junction restraining ,this impostor from continuing to impose upon the 
comunity in the way mentioned. But the injunction came at last, and 
the" Fraud Jr.," as we called him, precipitately fled early one Sunday 
morning b:!fore honest p~ople were out of their beds. While in Salt 
Lake City we met hundreds of our correspondents and patients of former 
times and formed many new friendships which led us to promise that we 
would some day repeat the visit that proved so agreeable to us .and so 
beneficial to many. This time the trip will be made more with a view 
to recuperation' and change than to business considerations. but if those. 
who would like to meet us there would address us to that effect, we will 
keep all such correspondents posted in regard to our movements and ap~ 
point time and pl:tce, when and ,,.here, we will see all friends, corres· 
pondents and patients who may desire an interview whether of friendly 
or proCessional character. Professional interviews as usual will be free, 
no fees being charged except for medicines., Therefore, friends and 
readers of pur publications in the West, write at once, those of you who 
would like to meet Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., addressing your letters to 120 
Lexington avenue, New'Yorlc, and if no unforeseen circumstance occurs 
to prevent the, contemplated visit you will be duly notified. All, indeed, 
in Utah and the adjoining states and territories, who have physical ail. 
ments which home skill has failed to relieve, are invited to place them. 
selves in correspondence with us, and when we can appoint time and 
place for interview we will notify by personal letter. We rarely leave 
home for recreation, and scarcely ever on profe5sional business, the last 
time being in 1885 as already mentioned. Patients are visiting us from time 
to time at our office here in New York from Utah, Idaho, Nevada, Ari. 
zona, Wyoming, Colorada, Dakota, Montana, and other western states 
and territories, and doubtless there are hundreds more who would be 
pleased to have the opportunity for a personal consultation if it could be 
had without a long and expensive journey to New York. To all such 
we send greeting this brief announcement. Send in your names and ad. 
dresses right away, or as early as possible, and you shall have due 
notice when the senior editor of this paper arrives in Salt Lake City. 
Appointments for interviews can be arranged by letter as already stated. 

During the brief absence of the senior the junior will take charge of 
the affairs at home. The genuine Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., author of Health 
in the Sunbeam, Radical Remedy in Social Science, Bacteria, in their 
Relation to Disease, Gynecology, etc., who has been constantly engaged 
in professional work with the senior since 1875.6, at which time he was 
graduated from the college of physicians and surgeons in New York, is 
well-known to the readers of the Murray Hill publications and our 
patients hereabouts. He will be assisted by Dr. L. Cohn who, for fifteen 
years, has had charge of the German Department in Dr. Foote's office, 
and by Dr. Hubert T. Foote, brother of the junior, who is at the head 
of the Sanitary Bureau. In such hands no one is likely to suffer in the 
temporary absence of Dr. Foote, Sr.--From Dr. Foote's Health Monthly 
for S~ptember. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor . A discovery 
of the Origin) Evidences, and early history of Christianity. fl . 
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JOB. 
~ 

A tragedy.comedy or vice versa. 

SI StOKUM, Dramatist. 


Dramatis Personte: 
JAHVEH, of Blissville. 

SATAN, of Sheol. 

TOB, of Uz, a man of unbounded faith and unique 


holiness. 
MRS. JOB, of Uz, off.color, religiously. 

Sons and daughters at a distance. 
"Sons of God," "Job's comforters (unique), 

messengers, boils, etc. 
San~: llz, alld cOlztiguous t.rri/ory. 

(Concludtd.) 
ACT Ill. 

SCENE I.-Job at home wrestling with a sudden 
and surprising eruption of boils, such as no 
fellow ever heard of before. Groaning as he 
squats in the ashes of the fire.place, he scrapes 
himself with a potsherd-a singular way in 
which to caress boils! 

[Enter Mrs. Job.] 
MRS. JOB. Olt mans, vy you don'd gurse dot 

Gott in himmel, und die alretty? Id vas (}{ r 
mosd sensible dings you nefer cood done, I de
clare do cracious it vas! 

JOR. Was ist los mit dir mein frau? Dir pe 
der mosd voolisher olt vomans I nefer pefore 
seen alretty. Vy you don'd vall down mit your
seHuf? und den got oop and jUJllP yoursellnfs 
ubon, don'd id? Shood der glfcr of all goat gif 
us nod some cfils, I clon'd know? Shood der 
sweets he always gif us, nnd nod soomdings bid. 
der, you voolisher olt vomari? 

MRS. JUB. VeIl, I don'd gare- now. I don'd 
dook some stocks in der gootnes oof a Gott dot 
roek pad peesness by der beeples, like haf dit 
your Gott mit YOlt alretty. 

JOB. Dere's vere you vas off der nut kvestion, 
01t vomans. Now der mout oaf you shut oop, 
und don'd soom silly dings say soom more. Dis 
vas meinselluf's vuneral, und nod yours, oIt 
vomans. 

MRS. JOB. I'd vasn'd eh? Ach! I like do 
know how dot vas, if it vasn'd 500m vunerals of 
mein alretty. You pe tead proke pusted, wid
owet a gamel, ox, ass, sheeb, goad nnd nodings; 
und der kinder vas killed alretty, und here you 
vas mit more as dwo hunnerd poils your poty 
ofer, and can'd eren saw some woods do subbort 
ourseI1ufs mit-it ain'd svom oof mein vunerals, 
ain'd it? Yell, 1 dink it must look like dot aI· 
retty py dis time. 

JOB. Vell, don'd you gone und pail ofer, oIt 
vomans, pecause all ofer vas I mit poils, und 
doing meinselluf der heafy peesness-ach!
o~ch!--e.o-u.g.h! 
.. MRS. JOB. Vnd braise you dot Gott vor dose 
ackes und bains, eh? Und you py him vas true 
as the hairs py your head, und he serf you like 
dot! 	 VeIl, I deglare, vat sort oaf a Gott in 
himmel vas dot, I don'd know? Haf der udder 
gotts sooch pad peesness by dere bee pIes dit? 
Oaf dhey haf, I don'd heard oof id alretty. 

JOB. 	 Haf soom batience, mein frau, py your· 
sellufs. Id gome owet vill all righd py der ent 
-oh!--ouch!-ouch! 

MRS. JOB (sarcastic). Ach! it vill eh? Ven 
you pe gone deat alretty, und I vas der lone vid
ders midowet a shekel py my names-vas dot 
all righd,olt man? Subbase dot Gott mek id 
all tighd again mit der gattles und gamels un~ 
dings, vhere vas der kinder dot vos killed by 
der cyglonc I don'd know? Vould dhey gome 
pack py us alretty? . Soom udder gattles vas der 
same, but soom udder kinder vasn'd, I guessnod. 

JOB. 	 Mein frau-ouch!-I vill marry some 
young vomans, oof der Lort sbare mein life, und 
der kinder-
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You dookgarcoof dose poilsmit yoursellufs unO. I And Job lived to enjoy things, putting in one 
dot young vomans alretty, pecaus:! mein name 
vas Valker, YOll bets sweet your lifes! 

[Exeunt in flaming passion.] 
SCENE 2.-Samc locality. Enter Satan wearing 

a magic ring,rendering himself invisible to Job. 
SAT. By Jove! thongh cursing he his day of 

birth, 
And growling like a bear with a sore head, 

On Jahveh Job doth weaken not a hair! 

Such loyalty is most remarkahle, 

And nothing if not sui gmtris! 

Now, how to shake this man's fidelity, 

I'm damned if I do know, that is a fact

Not knowing, I am damned, but damn the odds! 

o for a volume of Talmage's sermons

Forcing the man to read the sermons through; 

Companionship with Gotham's famons crank, 

Say for a day-almost too cruel, that

Ha! that would break him quite all up, I'm 


sure! 
But I. alas! can't bring the thing to bear. 
Incorri~ible man is this man Job, 
And hard to catch, I reckon. Verily, 
Then is none like this man in all the earth! 
Jahvch hath one that he can het on 'sure, 
And I am beaten out and out! I here 
Am wasting time, ami will at once light out. 

[Exeunt Satan, ·with his tail b~tween his legs 
and feeling very cheap-Satan, I mean, not the 
tail- well, was ist los mit der tail, too, feeling 
cheap?] 

Job's cc comforters," three in number, now ar· 
rive on the scene. They emphasize their coming 
by tearing their jackets, rubbing dirt on their 
faces, and otherwise acting like idiots. Then 
they squat on the ground about Job. and for 
seven days and seven nights not one of the four 
spenk a word, the groans of Job-possibly the 
others groaned in sympathy-only breaking the 
silence-what a cheerful picnic that must have 
been! 

At the end of the time mentioned, Tab got his 
talking tacks aboard and broke out into such a 
wild and preposterous cursing of the day of his 
birth, that we decline to continue the drama·
trngedy-comedy or vice versa. The way he and 
his" comforters" went on was too insufferably 
ridiculous for anything, to say nothing of the 
absurd conundrums propounded to Job by Jah
veh, as, for instance,. " Where wast thou when I 
laid the foundations of the earth?" "Who laid 
the corner-stone?" "\Vhereon are the founda
tions fastened '? " "Who can stay the bottles 
of heaven?" [Aha!" bottles" in heaven, eh? 
What is in those "bottles?" Some of the 
"ould stoof?"-the "0 be joyful," eh?] 
II Who gave the wild ass his sweet soprano 
voice?" "Canst thou catch the whale with a 
pin hook?" "Canst thou pull him out of the 
soup 	by the nose? "--and a hundred and one 
others quite as ridiculous. 

If the reader yearns for the dre~ry drivel that 
emanated from the mouths of Job and his" com· 
forters," after that cork.up of seven days, let 
him turn to the book of Job, and revel and wal
low in said drivel and. those remarkable co
nundrums. 	 ' 

It is well enough to say, that it " came out all 
right in the end" with Job, as he gave it out to 
the old woman-more to shut up her clack, than 
because he believed it wbuld-·he recovering 
from the effects of that remarkable visitation of 
boils, and rapidly recovering his losses in cattle 
and shekels, and by a hundred per cent the bet· 
ter, 	 thanks to his patron, Jahveh. He" got 
there," too, in the matter of "kinder," raising 
seven sons and three daughters~what good was 
this to the ten sons and daughters killed, eh ? 
as he had lost; but whether they were born of 
that" young woman," whom he said he would 
marry, of divers wives and sub.wives, or of the 
old 	 family wife-if she came back-the Holy 

MRS. JUB. Ach! und dot's how·all righd in der Queer does not state, and it is of no conSe
. ents id vill pe, eh? Dot seddles id. olt man. quence, as Toots would say • 

hundred and forty years after that remarkable 
experience with 'boils and remarkable "comfort
ers." It goes without saying that he was true 
to. Jahveh to the last, and that there was" none 
l~ke him in all th~ earth ':-never has b~en 
SlOce, I re.ckon, banng pOSSIbly, Talmage, the 
theologastlc tumble.bug of Brooklyn. 

THE banana is a great promoter of the 
national game. It will make almost any 
man slide to his base. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---A COLLECTION OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HY~INS 
(WORDS AKD MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 

Cm.IPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN.! 
Price .......... ,_ .............. ·$I.50 


Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

S, P. TAYLOR & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
AJallila, Book, l\"ews, J.fardware, Wrapping 

T 
PAPER BAGS, WINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 
414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 

w. M. HINTON & CO.' 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS) 

536 C LAY STREET, 
San Francisco.Below Montgomery. 

• 

------------------ 

]4 kara.t Gohl Scarf Pin ............................. ;$ 4 0 
10 l;a.:at Gold. sma.'! size Badge Pin.................. 2 0 
14 karat Gold. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
H kara~ G.,ld. swall size Badge Pill with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Oold, Larlte Badge l·jn.... .................. 300 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin ..................... , 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain}..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Sma 1 Charm (for \l'atch chailJi.... .... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ...•.•• 5 60 
J4 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaill ....... . 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Largp, Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 (10 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, H't so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose itR brilliancy. . 

Sent to any address. prepaid. and guaranteed 8.8 repre
ented or mon~y refulJded, address, 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, . 
504 Kearny Street, . San Francisco, Cal. 

-tt - impart a delicious flavor t.o all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 

I 	ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J. O. Scott, 
655 Saccamento street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb B 
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"A REMARKABLE BOOK " flAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinlmrgh. Scot-

I; ~ ,~~;':a&:~,,~ft.~r;: U~~~~~-;l~~~ ';l~l ~at:~Je~, ':!Ii~ ~.l(~!I;~: f~ct~~)e.r~~ 
aU."r·ut" lI o :-i.-ty. J.t I. nc ,v, .. t:u ·UllIg, a .nd " c ry lIu.truc &.!ve ." 

& Lt t he most POilu-at nnd compreh~nsive book treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE,
r: ~<:'~!\,,~ ~t~e~~t:!a:~ ~n::lI!iC;;I~: ~tl!~~ ~~:~ ru~~~ I 

I nstructlve , practical pre!!eDtation'of~'Mooical COllllllon 8e11"6" wedi A 


V aluable to invQJidll, 'howing new meani by whICh t/ :cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors. phYRl<'iaIl8, clergymen, crit·cs, aud literat I 

T hcrough t reatmrnt of 6ubject.8 espeCiAlly jmpor~nt to young me N 
eo veryone who .. wants to know, yuu kuow," will find it interestlll Q 


4 Parts, 36 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and 

A NEW·FEATURE Just introduced, consists ofa ~ri. 
. ~ , of beautiful ~·..l() ,·~d onotdat,. 

:3:..1~y,!fo~~~N~~.I~~~~:i!~~'(\t~l~~~~ :-l,;t ~~:gg~~~:~ct . 
wS:~~~r A G EN TS K~t3::;~~;:"C:?Y;·f?~~I~l ~~~c~~:~~n~8ifn ::0 
hours_ " Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at. once, at special rates. BenMor terms. ' 

.16·~e Content'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~\white ane!FREE~lu(' cll'culars, a.nd a sample of Dr. Foote', ileaan. MO'IU/llJI. 

Standard Edition, .3.~5 ~ Same print and ilInstrations,the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IUld binding. 


JIITIUUY WLL PITB. CJO.. 129 (N.) East 28th St., l\ew Jork. 


Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
. Being apopulaJ account . of .the formation and 

By Hden H. Gardener. Introduction by' Robert Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G. Ingn~oll. Price, 50 cents. Keeler. Price, So cents. 

WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b.:!en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; IS jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50' In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $II, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; IS jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, . $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silve..rine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. S.!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S~lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or 'send better goods. 

'SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $S and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives I.75 6 Guitar Strings " .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
. Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-grQwers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J- H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He iii also 
authorized to sell the same Or organize a com
pany to manufacture and 'sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The. Bible, What ~s It? A. pamphlet containing 
eight chapLers III refutatIOn of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought 
and correct in· all its utterances. Price 25 cents: 

Studies in Theology. A dear e~position of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture. claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrbt has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

LY QUA
and 
bis 

Do~tor 

mi(ldle
semiual 
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.. Private 
an 

many 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidenticit 
Plain Envelope.'\ nsed. Tbe book spoken of sent seuled 

Address, DR. k P. FELLOWS, VINELA.ND NEW JICRS&r' 
tiay whl'Je you saw this Advertisement. ' 

[From tb~ WaRhington National View.]
Dr. Felluws. of VlDeland. !few Jersey offers his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kiud, sympathetic smt 
skillful physiJian.~inlilia.r adverti"emellts from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed aud exposed by the press ' 
but. Dr. Fellows, a Bpeciali~t, in hiS line. stantls foremost 
ill hi!, professi.m, and the encomiums showered UI))II Iliin 
publIcly as well .a~ in prlva~e. are llattering evidtmces of 
t!le high ap~recistLO~ and ~OU~Uel}('e l~IB long and consc:en-

l~~~Y~:~~;f~~h~~, B:;dlft~e:af~ t~I~J;~~~~~~n have 80 

A Testilnollial. 
. WEST LI~ERTY 0 .• ' Aug. 12. 1888. 

. DR. J.t. P; FELl.OWS-Dear BIr; The remeuy JOU sent 
IS workmg like a charm. lam completely surprise the way
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been utdng it one week 
a?d that weakneS:l8, (semlDal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours reslect.fully, J. n. 

REIIIA.RKS-The above is a fair sample of 'the hundredll of 
testiulOnisls received from all parts of the United States 
from young. middl", ·a.ged and elderly men, suffering froni 
various kinds of sexual complaints. but Who ale now cured 
by my External Allplicatioll, the greatest of all known 
r~medies for this elas" of ~i~ea8es. "8 lam an out and-out 
Llb.eral I trust the Freetlllnk, rs of t!le Land will give me 
their patronage, and not Wal\te thelf tim" alJd money nu 
ChristiaD doctol'll_ DR. FJo.:LLOWli. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the m()st successful (In
specialty) as his lJractire wJI 
surely J.rove. 'l'he 
treata all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weakness. impotency, &c., 
suiting from indescretiou and 
igllorance of youth. 'l'h05e who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting furth 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and sbould be 
reacl by the young for instruc
tion'and the afIlicted for relief. 

http:VINELA.ND
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
. The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it.is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
~ystem. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will' 
b~ when society shall be organized on the princi- \ 
pies of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address~ PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

G.IRARD'S WILL 
-AKD-

Girard College Theology. 
An E:'l-pose 

Of the pervt:rsion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 
bequ;!st to PhIladelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa

, tion. 
By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. Address; Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PVTNAll & l\IACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD; 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED.
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Pric~, $1.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, ';vith numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in2:s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE OR ED R OF CREATION, 
A D!scussion between .GladStO'lC, Huxley, Mulle~, Liutoo 
~~:e60o:e1.l:.e Coo1lict between Genesie II.Qd G~olop 

-

THE F~~SHrONS 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR....................................................$25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 35.00 

i'ANTS TO ORDER FOR.................. , ................ , .. , ..... ,...... 6.00 


Samples forwarde-d on Application, 
C:E3:A.s. F. :sU Fl.C1r-Dlt.A.N". 

TAILOR, 

-1.01. FIFTH STREET 1.01.

rtH;Nl~13URU'S WORKS. 

Pl\CIPIC Ci\I{l{IAGE C().. I False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

BUSINESS OFFICE, 1.1. POWELL ST. unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor-·SUPERINTENDENT ality; Criminal .~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. \ ence; the Church and Leaming; the Church 

and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery Telephone 1.950. }{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform: the Church and the Re
publio. (J A. REED. 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
FIRST-CLASS Jefferson, and 1- ranklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ::,cripture: Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; \Vars of Lonquest and 

BOOTS & SHOES 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re Extermination; Despotism; lntolel ance and
pairing n~atly done. I mvite the readers of this Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
paper to give me a trial. JAS: A. REED, to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy: Ignorance and Idiocy: Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantiqes. 

P. A. CLARK. ellA:'!. W. CLARK 

DIAMOl~D VALLEY Sabbath-Breaking, ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the SabbathNURSERIES .. from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the SabCLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination ofNURSERYMEN. ~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian ~ab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sahliath: Testimony of Christian Reformers, Gatalpas for Timber Culture a ScllOla~<;. ann Divines; Abro{?,ation of ~uDl!ay 
T .... ,"1: •. ~ : .~ .- ' .... ~6C"SPecialty. 
.. WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 


Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. Orders Filled ttnd Delivered on Short Notice. Price, JO cents. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 


and Caring of Orchards 
 Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 
and Vineyards. . The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

AddressI CLARK BROS. IThe .Catholir. Church and the PU:"!ic SdlJuis. 
' . I Pnce, 5 cents. 

~ P. O. Box 0, SlI.n Jacmto, Cal. Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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.JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL- P. PUTNAM.· 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened." JOH~ E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood corning down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with gloriotls 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary Americ~n S~cular Union. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

Delayed thirteen hours, and arriving at Baker City at four 
o'clock in the morning, I was agreeably surprised to meet Dr. 
H. J. Fuller, who, with true hospitality, was awake at this uncom
fortable pour to give me a welcome to his own fireside. The 
doctor came, about a year ago, from Kansas and· has 3:lready 
built up a large practice. He is an open unbeliever and has not 
the slightest regard for the humbugs of the church. His wide 
experience of human nature gives him an opportunity for the 
exposure of pious hypocrisy whose comedy conveys a valid argu
ment. The doctor is respected throughout the community, and 
his skill is not the less recognized, even by the deacons and clergy
men, because of his Liberal opinions. They like to be cured by ,0 

science in this world, whatever may be the methods of soul-cure 
hereafter. The doctor has a delightful family, and although Mrs. 
Fuller is a Methodist of gentle type and the children do go to 
Sunday-school, there was not much religious gloom in that bright 
Sunday-morning family circle. There was the joy of humanity. 
The doctor is wisely generous in his convictions and believes that 
the freedom of nature will settle all the questions of orthodoxy. 
In early life he lived at Peoria, Ill., and was among the first to 
listen to the brilliant lectures of Ingersoll. While the church 
bells rang we had our Sunday of bright reminiscence and glorious 
hope. 

J. L. Baisley joined company for the dinner hour. His ranch 
is alongside the ~ountains and the golden mines, and he himself 
has been one of the lucky ones, and his cottage where I visited 
two years ago is beginning to put on the appearance of the palace. 
All round about Baker the mining industry is increasing. mills 
are being built and there are many excellent prospects. The 
wheel of fortune has not forgotten Baisley in its curious twistings 
and turnings; Freethought comes in sometimes for its share of 
the glittering treasures. 

P. C. Conde was also with us in the afternoon. He is a big
hearted Freethinker, and our thanks are due him for his efficient 
work. John B. Coleman, president of the Secular club here, has 
done his level best to keep things agoing, but Freethought is not 
all dreams and hopes, it is toilsome work, and the a.rdent desire 

meets with many disappointments. Friend Coleman, however, 
wont give up as long as there is a gun to fire. Baker is a peculiar 
city. It has the ups and downs and the ins and outs of a mining 
camp. The people come and go. Still the growth is steady. 
Baker City has signs of permanent prosperity, and the generous 
efforts of comrades like Coleman, Conde, and others, will keep 
Freethought to the front. 

Geo. L. Hayes was present and he brings good news from the 
camps round about. B. W. Carrington, formerly of Montana, is 
lying on his back, having received severe injuries in a late rail
road accident, his engine being thrown from the track. He takes 
it cheerfully and means to get well by his own pluck; I hope 
this will be before many days. He invested in Freethought liter
ature as the best medicine for mind and body. 

Judge Schofield presi~ed at the Sunday evening meeting. A 
veteran in the cause, he is always ready for duty. 

The hall was nearly full and the reception of the Iec:ure was 
encouraging. If I could have remained a day or two longer 
greater results would have been attained, but I was obliged to 
leave at seven o'clock on l\londay morning, by stage, for Cracker 
City, and I had but little chance for acquaintance a.nd consulta
tion. The elements are here, but it takes time and patience for 
the combination. I expect to return and devote a week or so to 
this important place. Giving but one lecture I only had the op
portunity to see what could be done but could not do it. The 
friends I meet here are so cordial, so earnest, and generous in 
support of Freethought, and Baker City being the centre of an 
increasing population and trade and industry, I can but look for
ward to success and progress, and the establishment of a splendid 
and powerful organization. 

I leave the railroad and Baker City for a month's stage journey 
through eastern Oregon, with happy anticipations. 

My first trip of forty miles, through clouds of dust, is to Cracker 
City, born twelve months ago in the bosom of the hills. Tom 
McKewen, proprietor of the line, and stage driver, is the jolliest 
of companions and the journey is by no means lonesome or 
wearisome as it otherwise might be. At noon we strike into the 
beautiful broad valley of Sumpter. McKewen owns four hun
dred and eighty acres in this valley, which is rapidly filling up· 
He has built the Sumpter Valley Hotel, and big barns about it, 
and intends to get married in a few weeks, and so I give him all 
the blessings and good luck that can fall to the lot of a liberal 
and whole-souled man. We take dinner at the hotel, or station, 
as it is called. From here I have the fortune to ride in a single 
rig, with Griffin, McKewen's partner, to Cracker City, where I 
arrive ab:JUt two hours ahead of the stage, and have a chance to 
rest for the evening's lecture. 

Cracker City is on Cracker Creek, that tumbles through a wild 
canyon amidst the shadows of noble pines. An old hunter 
traveling with crackers, fruit, and sardines, ate his crackers here 
and called it Cracker Creek; puraued his journey, and on the 
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banks of another stream disposed of his fruit and called it Fruit dust is about a foot deep along the road, and rolls so heavily at 
Creek; at the next station the sardines disappeared, and this was times that we can't see our way. We eat our peck of dirt without 
called Sardine Creek. So runs the legend. At any rate these flinching. Three vast ranges have to 'be crossed before our 
names are here and Cracker City is now becoming a famous journey's end. Over the Burnt River Mountain \ve descend to 
place. It has the largest stamp mill in the state, and the mines Middle Fork-to Austin's, where a di~ner is provided. In the 
are said to be exceedingly rich. It has every appearance of lively parlor of this lone hotel hangs the portrdt of Ingersoll, and I 
business. The white tents mingle with wooden houses, and the realize that civilization has put its mark on this wilderness 
big teams come and go laden with brick, lumber, and machinery. country. At about four o'clock in the afternoon, the beautiful 
A vast building, at a cost of $150,000, is going up where twelve John Day Valley opens to view, with its wide expanses and glit
months ago towered one of the densest forests on the continent. tering rampart of bills. Strawberry Butte towers amidst the faint 
By next Christmas the music of the ponderous wheels and ham- smoke in wild grandeur. I don't suppose anybody would recog
mers will be heard and the golden streams will pour forth, the nize me as the stage drew up at the post-office of Prairie. I was 
star-spangled banner will float over the roof in the brilliant sun- literally incrusted with dust, and whether I was black or white 
shine, and flaunt against the shining hills. The flagstaff was be- nobody could possibly tell. I began to understand how Lot's 
ing raised when I visited the mill, but I did not have a chance wife might have been turned into a pillar of salt. She mmt 
to witness the unfurling of the stars and stripes. 'What a wonder have traveled on a buckboard. I myself was almost a pillar of 
these mills are, with their mighty and delicate machinery by which alkali, and it took nearly an hour for me to recover my identity, 
the rough ore, crushed with iron hands, is made to yield, as if to and find out that I had flesh and blood beneath the dusty em
a fairy's needle, its subtlest wealth of yellow gleam! Mr. Don- brace of Mother Earth.' If Mother Earth would only' weep a 
aldson and Mr. Fisher, superintendents of the mill and mine, are little in Graut county, her appearance would be wonderfully im
a kind of miracle workers in the way they have made this huge' proved. As it is now, I could almost sell myself for a corner 
building grow from the forests and the rocky earth. :My thanks 'lot, I have so much real estate on my person at the end of each 
are due to Mr. Donaldson for his kindness in showing me over day's ride. 
this superb temple of industry. Friend A. S. Blinn was on hand to greet me, the first one. He 
, Mr. Jas. F. Cleaver and his family, formerly of Prairie City, knew me through thick and thin of ~rant-county soil. His wel
are here. What is the loss of Prairie City is the gain of Cracker come is so hearty that I get renewed strength for the cam paign 
City. Our friends are always ready to work, and wherever they before me. He was bound to come to the lecture, although he 
are the fires of Freethought will kindle. The fatigue of the toil- could stay but one night. He had to return to Granite the 
some journey is forgotten when I greet these cordial allies. I next day. Whatever fortune betide him he will standby the 
am happy to say that in my lecture here I was ahead of all the colors. He is a Freethinker from head to foot, and will spend 
clergymen in the country. So far not a single' religious service his last dollar to keep things agoing. I hope he will strike it 
has been held in the place, and, of cOUl"se, no church building rich sometime, for he deserves it, and I believe he is on the path 
has yet mocked the glory of these hills. It is a pleasure once in to nature's golden store. 
a while to get ahead of the armies of superstition. Cracker City \V. B. Davis has been a good worker here, and I find things in 
at present has no magnificence to 'boast of, but it is beautifully splendid shape. At the first lecture in Prairie, the hall was full. 
situated and is a fine place for a summer resort, with its brawling I lecture again on Sunday afternoon. Arrang~ments are made 
brook, inclosing hills that sweep into noble sceneries, emb::)\ver- at John Day and Canyon ~ity, and then I go on across country to 

ing forests that make enchanting nooks in moonlight and in sun- to Arlington-nearly two hundred miles of staging, but I feel as
light. The bright day-time is exhilarating in its delicious splen- sured of friendly greetings along the way. No Freethought lec
dor. I enjoyed my stay on this wild frontier where humanity is turer has ever been through thi~ country, but there is a big 
real, and nature attractive. I gave two lectures to crowded houses, Liberal element. Nature and humanity are here, and I have no 
and the results are every way favorable. If the gold only pans doubt I can give good reports from point to point. 
out according to calculation, on these heights will float the brighest Our friends at Cracker Gity and Prairie have adopted what I 
banner of freedom. think, in some places, is an excellent plan. After the lecture 

I was.pleased to greet Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong, formerly of comes a sociable and dance. This brings the people together, 
Prairie City, and the little baby, Robert Burns, born the last especially the young folks. Festivities are a part of Liberal de
Fourth of July, a' patriotic son of the soil, and the first baby born velopment. The sterner duties of life can be better performed 
in Cracker City. after a good play. 'SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. ' 

Mr. and Mrs. Hazeltine, of Baker City, are out here camping, X 
THE CHARITY OF THE FUTURE.

taking pictures of the city and surroundings and the face of man, 
my own among the number, and I find them good Freethinkers The National Conference of Charities and Corrections held its 
in art and humanity. sessions at Union Square Hall, in this city, during the past two 

John Trudell, John Heafron, A. F. Oelrich, J. C. Shelby. are weeks. The purpose of this association is to develop the best 
enrolled for FREETHOUGHT. Many others have contributed to the plans of charitable work and, correctional state training, and to 
pleasure of my visit and the success of my work, and I hope to unify state and denominational methods. Its members' are 
greet thb vigorous infant city again, with the gold upon its clergymen, state officials, and private individuals. Its purposes 
brow. are laudable and it, has done some good. Scientific charity is a 

On Wednesday morning, down the canyon of Cracker Creek, term heard in its discussions and understood by some of its 
I go to Sumpter Valley Hotel, where, a solitary passenger, I await , members. 
the buckboard for Prairie City.. I am aroused at halfrpast three Christianity pauperized Europe. Science is gradually re-estab
Thursday morning. A ride of fifty miles is before me. The lishing the self-respect and independence of the individual. 
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Christianity still teaches that to give alms" covers a multitude of 
sins" and" lays up treasures in heaven." This teachino- encouro 
ages the vices of. the rich, who think that a gift of money will 
atone for an ill-spent life, and increases the obsequiousnes3 and 
dependence of the poor. 

Christianity has covered Europe and America with work-houses, 
reformatories, and asylums, and glories in the work. She has 
made a great mistake. They are a d'isgrace, not a credit to civil
ization. Early Athens had no citizen in war;tt and none disgraced 
~he nation by begging. Modern civilization might aim at least 
as high as' pagan Athens. 

Poor-laws which give large relief to the people have always 
been a curse. "England,'" says Fawcett, "was brought nearer 
the brink of ruin by the old poor-law than she ever was bv a hos
tile army." Under the operation of this law" one-thirtieth of the 
people of England were paupers. 

In 1877, 46.350 people received outdoor relief in the city of 
Brooklyn. The next year that relief ceased. As a result there 
were fewer paupers in· the city institutions in 1881 than in 1877 
-in 1877,1,371; in 1881, 1,171. 'Yet the city was growing at 
the rate of 18,000 people per year. 

California appropriates $2,000,000 a year for the six thousand 
inmates of her state institutions--one two-hundreth of her popu
lation, and she a new state that has not half utilized her natural 
wealth. 

We are proud of our asylums and reformatories. We should 
be ashamed of them. To herd young children in orphan asylums 
is unnatural and demoralizing. They are branded with the 
stigma of public dependance;" close crowding engenders ViCE; 
worthless parents throw their offspring upon the public care. The 
family is the only proper place for the training of the child. 
Adoption can protect orphanage. For foundling asylums there 
is no apology. They are premiums upon vice. 

The number of the insane is upon the increase. Asylums do 
not cure them. Mutual intercourse increases their aberration. 
They should be kept apart from each other. In the model state 
marriage will not be contracted where there is strong probability 
of hereditary insanity. Neither will marriage be entered into by 
the deaf and dumb. Better the sacrifice of the individual than 
injury to the mental and moral physique of the nation. The 
stern Spartan destruction of deformed, diseased, and idiotic 
children has for us a lesson, if not worthy, of imitation, worthy of 
study. The citizens of the model state should be healthful in 
body and mind from birth. Prevention is better than cure
which,is often impossible. , 

The sentimental and short-sighted altruism of Christianity has 
taught mankind to sacrifice its best members for the sake of its 
worst. To the masses it has taught dependence, instead of self
help; it has made tqem weak when they should be strong. 
, Modern science teaches his own work to everyone, some work 
for every member of the state, and self-reliance. It discourages 
state aid where no equivalent in work is given. It provides work 
for all, and those who-will not work neither shall they eat. No 
beggars, and no tram ps. N either should be tolerated. The 
scientific knife cuts. to the root of the evil of public dependence 
whether it be the growth of poverty or disease. The future \Vili 
have few public institutions of charity. The reasons .for their ex
istence will have largely disappeared. It may be a distant future 
but it is a possible one. ' 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discoverv 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2.' 

GOD OR THE UNKNOWABLE. 

The most refined conception of the anthropomorphic god 
worshiped by the religious world presents him as infinite and 
eternal, but still personal, and possessing the highest of mental 
qualities-consciousness, will, and intelligence. From this con
ception the mind parts most unwillingly, for with it departs all 
power to conceive the great unknown in any terms that are com
mon to it and man. But, if we examine closely the terms con
sciou:mess, will, and intelligence, we shall see that they cannot be 
attributed in any proper sense to the infinite. For consciousness 
consists of successive states of feeling, caused by the successive 
impressions of different objects and occurrences. Dut the omnis

.cient cannot have successive states of feeling and successive im
pressions. It knows all objects and occurrences at the same 
time. Divine consciousness is impossible in any such sense as 
that in which we use the term. . 

\Vill, again, implies a motive, but eternal omniscience can 
have no motive. What can move it or induce in it desire? Will 
implies an end to be achieved. But an end must be achieved in 
time or space, and excludes for an interval' the willing of other 
ends; it is therefore inconsistent with that omnipresent activity 
which works out at the same time an infinity of ends. 

Intelligence presupposes existences independent and outside of 
itself. The changes in it are caused by activities other than itself. 
Its states of consciousness are successive, caused by the successive 
impressions made upon it. But the infinite can have nothing 
external to itself to impress it. If it be said that it created out of 
itself objective activities which have since produced upon it that 
series of impressions which are essential to intellio-ence then 
previous to such creation, it was without intel1igenc~at ~ tim~ 
when intelligence was most needed. The more' closely we 
analyze our own higher mental powers the more impossible we 
find it to ascribe anything of like nature to the infinite. For this 
reason this power is justly c~lled the Unknowable and is devoid 
of all pers'onal qtll.lities. 

Man lets go with great reluctance this last conception of God 
as' a possessor in a sublimated degree of his own highest qualities. 
Is he not a Father? he cries. Can that power which has created 
in us love and pity and sympathy be devoid of them? Can intel

- ligence come from unintelligence? Can the world proceed with
out a guiding mind? The heart grows lonely and the mind 
appalled at the idea of an unsympathetic, unintelligible power 
driving on the forces of the universe, itself those forces; ever 
weaving and untwisting the web of life, but touched by no prayer, 
no suffering; of a nature so removed, so different, that aliy feel
ings or mental qualities of man are not possible to it. And yet 
our own reason convinces us that this is true; that neither will, 
consciousness, nor intelligence can be ascribed to the infinite and 
eternal, that have any likeness to the qualities we call by those 
names, and, if we ascribe them, they must be mere names with

out intelligible meaning. 
And fatherhood, love, and sympathy are equally impossible 

terms to the infinite, since they imply changes of state and limi
tations of space and time, that cannot be applied to infinity. 
Man has always found it hard to part with his gods, and this may 
be the hardest wrench. But with every idea of God which he 
has discarded, his own intelligence has enlarged. Neither is it 
necessary to be appalled or sad at letting go our faith in a personal 
God. It may be a salutary lesson in humility to be convinced 
that we are not made in the image of God. But the infinite be
comes no less real nor is our part in the universe of less impor
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tance. We may have exaggerated that part; our vanity naturally 
leads us to do that. But we are, of no less value, and, as our in
telligence grows, we seem to be of more; though, as compared 
with infinity, of course, as nothing. 

Yet this is certain. Weare a part of the eternal energy. Every 
molecule of our frame is eternal, is a center of force, acting on 
and acted on by all other forces. The forces of the universe pass 
into us and pass out. Weare part of those forces and they are a 
part of the infinite. This intelligence of which we think so high
ly forms, grows, and dissolves. It is one of the many structura 
forces of nature. That the infinite thinks highly of it (if we may 
say thinks) is not at all clear. At all events there is no evidence 
that the individual continues, though the type does. Yet that 
type had a beginning and will, no doubt, have an end. But the ., 
power that is in the type-that is in ourselves, that manifests itself 
in consciousness-is but a differently conditioned form of the 
power that manifests itself beyond consciousness. \Ve are a 
mode of manifestation of the infinite. We always have existed, 
if not arranged and compacted in structure as at preseIlt,yet 
though scattered far through space still then a part of the infinite, 
from which we cannot be separated. And, if. we value highly 
our consciousness and intelligence and are loth to part with them, 
we may remember that they are only one manifestation of the 
infinite, and all the force and matter that composes them has 
always existed and will always exist as some manifestation of the 
same infinite. Instead of crying out because we cannot live for
ever, we have but to realize that we have lived forever and will 
live forever. We cannot escape it. Essence of essence, ,sub
stance of substance, the conditioned power in consciousness of the 
unconditioned beyond consciousness, and inseparable from the 
infinite, we have been, we are, and we ever shall be. Is not this 
a relation closer, more enduring than fatherhood and sonship? 
It'is eternal, and if its conditions before and after what we call 
life are not understood, neither is the infinite understood, which 
was before and will be after life, and of which ee were and ever 
shall be a part. 

THE RELIGIOUS VIEWS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

William H. Herndon, for twenty years a friend and law 
partner of Abraham Lincoln, has written a life of that great 
figure in American History, the sixteenth president of the United 
States. Unlike many biographies, this appears to be a natural 
and truthful one. It makes the reader acquainted with the man # 

as well as the president. As Ingersoll says: "Nearly all the 
great historic characters are impossible monsters, disproportioned 
by flattery, or by calumny deformed. We know nothing of their 
peculiarities, or nothing but their peculiarities. About the roots 
of these oaks there clings none of the earth of humanity." 
Herndon might have had these words in mind when he wrote 
his life of Lincoln, so little does their criticism bear upon his 
work. With regard to Lincoln's religious views particularly the 
author seems to have been perfectly honest, and as those views 
are of especial interest to Freethinkers we will make some ex
tended extracts from Herndon's testimony. He says: 

Inasmuch as he was so often a candidate for public office, Mr. 
Lincoln said as little about his religious opinions as possible, es
pecially if he failed to coincide with the orthodox world. In 
illustration of his religious code, I once heard him say that it was 
like that of an old man named Glenn, in Indiana, whom he 
heard speak at church.;.meeting, and who said: "When I do 
good I feel good, and when I do bad I feel bad, and that's my 
religion." In 1834, while still living in New Salem, and before 
he became a lawyer, he was surrounded by a class of people ex

ceedingly Liberal in matters of religion. Volney's" Ruins" and 
Paine's" Age of Reason" passed from hand to hand, and fur
nished food' for the evening's discussion in the .. tavern and the 
village store. Lincoln read both these books and thus assimilated 
them into his own being. 

He prepared an extended, essay-called by many a book-in 
which he made an argument against Christianity, striving to 
prove that the Bible was not inspired, and therefore not God's 
revelation, and that Jesus Christ was not the son of God. The 
manuscript of these audacious and comprehensive propositions 
he intended to have published or given wide circulation in some 
other way. He carried it to the store, where it was read and 
freely discussed. His friend and employer, Samuel Hill, was 
among the listeners, and seriously q~estioning the propriety of a 
promising young man like Lincoln fathering such unpopular 
notions, he snatched the manuscript from his hands and thrust 
it into the stove. The book went up in flames, and Lincoln's 
political future was -secure. 

But his Infidelity and his skeptical views were not diminished. 
He soon removed to Springfield, where he attracted considerable 
notice by his rank doctrine. Much of what he then said may 
properly be credited to the impetuosity and exuberance of youth. 
One of his closest friends,whose name is withheld, narrating 
scenes and reviewing discussions that in 1838 took place in the 
office of the county clerk, says: "So'metimes Lincoln bordered 
on Atheism. He went far that wav and shocked me. I was 
then a young man, and believed what my good mother told ~e. 
. . . He would come into the clerk's office where I and some 
young men were writing and staying, and would bring the Bible 
with him; would read a chapter and argue against it. . . . 

" Lincoln was enthusiastic in his Infidelity. As he grew older 
he grew more discreet; didn't talk much before strangers about 
his religion; but to friends, close and bosom ones, he was always 
open and avowed, fair and honest; to strangers he held them off 
from policy." . 

John T. Stuart, who was Lincoln's first partner, substantially 
indorses the above. "He was an avowed and open Infidel," de
clares Stuart, "and sometimes bordered on Atheism; . . . went 
further against Christian beliefs and doctrines and principles than 
any man I ever heard; he shocked me. I don't remem ber the 
exact line of his argument; suppose it was against the inherent 
defects, so-called, of the Bible, and on grounds of reason. 
Lincoln always denied that Jesus was the Christ of God-denied 
that Jesus was the son of God as understood and maintained by 
the Christian church." 

David Davis tells us this: U The idea that Lincoln talked to a 
stranger about his religion or religious views, or made such 
speeches or remarks about it as are published, is to me absurd: 
I knew the man so well; he was the most reticent, secretive man 
I ever saw or expect to see. He had no faith, in the Christian 
sense of the term-had faith in laws, principles, causes and ef
fects." . ' 

Another man (William H. Hannah) testifies as follows: ,. Mr. 
Lincoln told me that he was a kind of Immortalist; that he-never 


. could bring himself to believe in eternal punishment; that man 

lived but a little while here; and that if eternal punishment were 

man's doom, he should spend that little life in vigilant and ceas
less pre'paration by never-ending praj·er." . 

Another intimate friend (I. W. Ke.ys) furnishes this: "In' my 
intercourse with Mr. Lincoln I learned that he believed in a 
creator of all things, who had neither beginning nor end, pos
sessing all power and wisdom, established a principle in obedience 
to which worlds move and are upheld, and animal and vegetable 
life come into existence. A reason he gave for his belief was 
that in view of the order and harmony of all nature which we 
behold, it would have been more miraculous to have come about 
by chance than to have been created and arranged by some 
great power. As to the Christian theory that Christ is God or 
equal to the creator, he said that it had better be taken for 
granted; for by the test of reason we might become Infidels on 
that subject, for evidence of Christ's divinity came to us in a 
somewhat doubtful shape." 

Jesse W. Fell, to whom Lincoln first confided the details of 
his biography, furnishes a more elaborate account of the latter's 
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religious views than anyone' else. In a statement madeSeptem
ber 22, 1870, Fell says: "If there were any traits of character 
that stood out in bold rclief in the person of Mr. Lincoln they 
were those of truth and candor. He was utterly incapable of in
sincerity or professing views on this or any other subject he did 
not entertain. Knowing such to be his true character, that in
sincerity, much more duplicity, were traits wholly foreign to his 
nature, many of his old friends were not a little surprised at find
ing in some of the biographies of this great man statements con
cerning his religious opinions so utterly at variance with his 
known sentiments. 

"I have no hesitation whatever in saying that whilst he held 
many opinions in common with the great mas~ of Christian be
lievers, he did not believe in what are regarded as the orthodox 
or evangelical views of Christianity. On the innate depravity of 
man, the character and office of the great head of the church, 
the atonement, the infallibility of the written revelation, the per
formance of miracles, the nature and design of present and future 
rewards and punishments, as they are popularly called, and many 
other subjects he held opinions utterly at variance with what are 
usually taught in the church. I should say that his expressed 
views on these and kindred topics were such as, in the estima
tion of most believers, would place him outside the Christian 
pale. I will not attern pt any specification of either his belief or 
disbelief on various topics: as derived from conversation with 
him at different times during a considerable period; but as con
veying a general view of his religious or theological opinions, 
will state the following facts. Some eight or ten years prior to 
his death, in conversing with him upon this subject, the writer 
took occasion to 'refer, ih terms of approbation, to the sermons 
and writings generally of Dr. W. E. Channing; and, finding he 
was considerably interested in the statement I made of the 
opinions held by that author, I proposed to present him (Lin
coln) a copy of Channing's entire works, which I soon after did. 
Subsequently the contents of these volumes, together with the 
writings of Theodore Parker, furnished him, as he informed me, 
by his friend and law-partner, William H. Herndon, became 
naturally the topics of conversation with us; and, though far 
from believing there was an entire harmony of view on his part 
with either of those authors, yet they were generally much ad
mired and approved by him. No religious views with him 
seemed to find any favor except of the practical and rationalistic 
order; and if, from my recollectiom~ on this subject, I was called 
upon to designate an author whose views most nearly repre
sented Mr. Lincoln's on this subject, I would say that author was 
Theodore Parker." 

The last witness to te~tify before this case is submitted to the 
reader is no less a person than Mrs. Lincoln herself. In a state
ment made at a time and under circumstances detailed in a sub
sequent chapter she said this: "Mr. Lincoln had no faith and 
no hope in the usual acceptation of those words. He never 
joined a church; but still, as I believe, he was a religious man by 
nature. He first seemed to think about the subject when our 
boy Willie died, and then more than ever about the time we 
went to Gettysburg; but it was a kind of poetry in his nature, 
and he was never a technical Christian." 

No man had a stronger or firmer faith in Providence-God
than Mr. Lincoln, but the continued use by him late in life of 
the word God must not be interpreted to mean that he believed 
in a personal God. In 1854 he asked me to erase the word God 
from a speech which I haq. written and read to him for criticism 
because my language indicated a personal God, whereas, he in
sisted, no such personality ever existed. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that, religiously, Lincoln 
followed closely in the footsteps of Thomas Paine. So much, in
deed, do the religious views of the one resemble those of the 
other that it would be almost impossible to point out any differ
ence. Paine said that his religion was to do good, and Lincoln 
echoed the sentiment. Paine wrote a work against Christianity; 
Lincoln did the same, though prevented from publishing it by 
the means which Herndon describes. Both believed in an over
ruling providence, Paine's conviction being perhaps the stronger, 

and the same is true regarding their notions of a future life. 
It is hardly necessary to call attention to the disparity between 

the position accorded Lincoln and that given Thomas Paine by 
a thoughtless people. Paine was every inch as great a man as 
Lincoln, and the latter in issuing the Emancipation Proclamation 
only carried into effect the words of Paine: "Man can have no 
property in man." Had Lincoln produced and published as 
able a work as the" Age of Reason" he would never have been 
president. The church may overlook unbelief, if held in private, 
but it never forgiyes the making it known. But as Lincoln be4 

came president, as next to Washington he is "first in the hearts 
of his countrymen," the church cannot afford to repudiate him, 
and has no other 'recourse but to claim him as a good Christian, 
which she has assiduously done. In exposing this pious fraud 
Mr. Herndon has done a service both to Lincoln and to Free
thought. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

n. F. UNDERWOOD, the distinguished Freethought lecturer, of 
Chicago, will ~eak at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, next 
Sunday evening, Sept. 22, on "Religion in the Light of Evolu .. 
tion." There is no admission fee. 

UNDERWOOD'S OAKLAND LECTURE. 

B. F. Underwood will lecture in Oakland next Sundayafter
noon, September 22, in the Jewish Synagogue, corner of Thir
teenth and Clay streets, on "What Shall We Give in its Place? " 
Admission will be free. 

'AT Hay Springs, Nebraska, while W. F. Jamieson was address
hig an audience one evening, during a series of lectures on 
"Genesis and Geology," the hall building was bombarded with 
stones from the hands of little sprouting saints for Christ's sake. 
The Congregational clergyman, who was present, arose and 
humorously cl~imed that the missile which had just crashed through 
the window was aimed at himself and hence could not have been 
thrown by any of the members of his church. After a few good
natured exchanges between the preacher and the lecturer, as to 
the H influence of Christianity," everybody conceded that the in· 
fluence within the hall was better than the Christian influence 
,outside. 

l\{R. E. A. STEVENS has resigned the office of secretary of the 
Am erican Secular Union, and the office of the society has been 
moved temporarily from Chicago to Philadelphia, in order that 
the correspondence and business may be under the direct super
vision of the president until the meeting of the Congress the last 
of October. All letters relating to the affairs of the Union should 
be addressed for the present to R. B. Westbrook, president of the 
American Secular Union, No. 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia. 

IF children while at Sunday-school are liable to be struck by 
lightning and killed, as happened to two little girls near Colum4 

bia City, Ind., September 15, what greater danger would they in
cur through staying at home or even going fishing? It is time 
that Sunday-school story books were revised in accordance with 
facts. 

THE fate of William Gooderham, the millionaire philanthropist 
of Toronto, will not have a tendency to encourage promiscuous 
praying. l\{r. Gooderham was attending a prayer-meeting in the 
Home for Fallen Women, September 12, and dropped dead 
while addressing the throne of grace .• 
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AT the laying of the cornerstone of a new church in Wash
ington, :0. C., last Sunday, Cardinal Gibbons said: "I rejoicl;! in 
the growth and progress of the Catholic religion, because I am 
convinced the growth of the Catholic faith in this country will, 
more than any other means, promote the welfare and stability of 
011T A. merican institutions." This shows the hypocrisy of Cath
ohcpriests. Cardinal Gibbons knows, as everybody knows, 
that Catholicism has never promoted the stability of any institu
tion except the Catholic church. The growth of the Catholic 
church in France led to the Revolution; it led to war in Italy, 
to confiscation of church property in Mexico; it threatens civil 
government in Canada; and as for Ireland, it has prevented that 
country from ever having any D1,tional institutions. - The pope 
is jealous of all civil rulers \vho hold office without his sanction, 
and he looks forward to the time when no president of the 
United States can take his seat until the papal hands have been 
laid upon his head. Cardinal Gibbons and some of his' priests 
are endeavoring just now to gain a little cheap popularity by 
spreading the American eagle, but they are not sincere. The 
Catholic church is an t'mperium in imp~ri(), a state within a state, 
and is eating the heart out of this republic. 

A MAN named Conklin, whose arrest in Forsyth county, ·Ga., 
on a charge of Sabbath-breaking, was noted recently in FREE
THOUGHT, has just been tried, found guilty, and fined $25 and 
costs, which amount in all to $46.80. Conklin's -offense was 
cutting wood on Sunday to cook a meal of victuals with. It was 
shown at this trial that all the people of that section are accus
tomed to work up their wood as they use it, on Sunday or any 
other day, but Conklin is a Seventh Day Adventist. He observes 
Saturday religiously, and the neighbors thought that he was trying 
to displace the Sabbath of their forefathers, and therefore in
fo'rmed upon him and had him arrested. Conklin is described 
as a good and industrious citizen who pays his honest debts and 
is respected by all as a man. It seems that works of necessity 
are allowable on Sunday in Georgia; that Conklin perform~d no 
other work than such as was admitted by all to be necessary, but 
the state's attorneys took a purely religious view of the matter, 
and prosecuted him not so much for his offense against the state 
as for being a Seventh Day Adventist. 

IN her paper before the Conference of Charities just held in 
San Francisco, Mrs. Cooper stated a fact which should give re
ligious philanthropists food for reflection. She said that it was 
not for lack of religious teaching that the convicts in our public 
institutions first became criminals. Statistics showed that they 
had pious training, attended Sunday-schools, heard sermons 
preached, and knew all about the celebration of the mass. \rVhat 
they lacked was not religious instruction but a trade. The lesson 
is that boys should be taught how to live in this world, not the 
next. 

REPORT says that Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore has issued a 
pastoral letter calling attention to the allocution of Pope Leo on 
the unveiling of the ,monument in Rome to the memory of 
Bruno. The-letter ,~a's 'to have been read in the Catholic churches 
last Sunday, but we have seen no report of its contents. 

PROF. A. T. JONES, Seventh Day Adventist, and the Rev. G. W. 
Bothwell are debating the Sunday Rest question this week in the 
Adventists' church, Oakland~ Jones argues against Sunday laws, 
with casual references to the fact that Sunday is not the Sabbath. 

FRIENDS of FREETHOUGHT-and we count every reader as a 

friend-should remember that the present is the dull season f?r 

papers whose Circulation is principally rural. Reali~ing this, 

they do not need more than an intimation that whatever they are 

ahle to do for this paper will be most timely if done now. Send 

us subscribers, renewals, book orders, or any other form of en

couragement you may be moved to extend. 

THE F reethought Society hopes to see a large attendance at its 
meeting next Sunday evening. The hall is commodious, hand
some, and comfortable, one of the best in the city. There will 
undoubtedly be good music and cordial \velcome, and Mr. 
Underwood's lecture may be depended upon as something the 
residents of San Francisco are treated to only at rare intervals. 
Readers, subscribers, friends, give the society the benefit of your 
presence and make this a big gathering. 

THE Ca~vary Presbyterian church of this city has secured a pas
tor whose orthodoxy is above suspicion. He is the Rev. Dr. 
Easton, who was pastor of a church in Belvedere, Ill., during the 
celebrated trial of Professor Irving, a popular Presbyterian minis· 
ter 'in Chicago, some years ago on a charge of heresy, and took a 
prominent part in ousting the heretic. Professor Irving is thought 
to be the clergyman referred to by Colonel Ingersoll in his lec

, ture on "Heretics and Heresies," 

THE residents of Granville, Wis., came near witnessing, last 
week, the unusu1.1 spectacle of a Catholic priest tarred and feath
ered by his congregation, nothing but veneration for the priestly 
garb preventing. The priest's name is Seeley, and several young 
girls who attend the parochial school told their parents that the 
priest had been conducting himself in a decidedly improper 
manner toward them. Seeley had to leave town, and his effects 
were burnt by his parishioners. 

JOlIN L. SULLIVAN, the bruiser, is scanning the political horizon 
to see if he is not the coming man for representative to Congress 
from a Boston district. He is willing to be elected alderman 
first in order to acquire parliamentary training. Mr. Sullivan is a 
trifle too precipitous. He should become converted and serve a 

. term as a "reformed" pugilist first. He could then command 
any position within the gift of the people. 

THE work from which we extract the facts as to Abraham 
Lincoln's religious views, printed in this issue of FREETHOUGHT, is 
"Herndon's Lincoln," a three-volume biography published by 
Belford, Clarke & Co. The price is $4.5°, and we are prepared 
to fill orders. 

A COMl\UTTEE at Berlin is' revising the German Bible. The 
author of the book, though said to be alive, is not assisting in 
the great work. Possibly he does not-understand the German 
language. 

THE SUMMER AND PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 

Oct.... 5, 6, Los Angeles and vicinity the month 

and Washington: 
F~5Sil ...........Or., Sept., 21,22, Eugene...... Or., 
HIllsboro,...... " " .... 27, Coburg......." 

Sept. 1 7,18, 
". '9. 20, 

North Yam hill ... " "28, 29. Talent........" ".22. 23. 
Fore.5t Grove .... Or., Sept. .... 30, Linkville ...... " "25,26,27, 
Ramer .......... " 

Stella•........ \V.T., " ..... 7, of November, 

Portland......• Or., " 12,13,14, San Diego and vicinity the month ot 

BrownSVille..." " .... 16, December. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

There was a good audience of truly good people at Captain 
Scott's lecture before the Freethought Society last Sunday night, 
who had come to hear about "Romanism, the Nation's Curse." 
Vice-President Eastman occupied the high-backed, plush-covered 
chair, and introduced the speaker. 

Captain Scott is one of the old settlers of California, and took 
part in the events that made the earlr days in this state so excit
ing. He was, I believe, a member of the vigilance committee 
that the late Judge Terry exerted his influence to discourage. 

The lecturer declared that neither of the old political parties 
met the requirements of the time. "vVe want," he said, "a new 
party, imbued with something of the spirit of '76, to avert the 
danger threatened from an influx of a foreign population; and 
when I say foreigners I mean those who come to this country and 
swear to uphold the constitution, but who do not give up allegi
ance to a foreign power-a foreign population inimical to the 
welfare of the country, and that must be absorbed and converted 
into good citizens." He quoted numerous Roman Catholic 
authorities showing it to be the avowed purpose of that class to 
overthrow our republican form of government as soon as it had 
acqui red the power; and added: "The American party suggests 
a remedy-:-exclude foreigners from the right of suffrage." 

The lecturer closed with an original and stirring poem, of 
which the following are the last two stanzas: 

Awake, ye sons of patriot sires, 
Renew the oaths your fathers gave; 

Kindle again heroic fires 
That light to glory or the grave. 

No tyrant lords, no priests nor kings, 
Shall blot our fair e~cutcheon o'er; 

Our lives, our hopes are offerings . 
In freedom's cause forevermore. 

Mr. H. L. Knight, when opportunity for discussion was of
fered, remarked that if twenty people out of one hundred avowed 
the intention of suppressing religious liberty as soan as they could 
get the power to do so, it was the part of prudence for the eighty 
to put that power forever beyond their reach. 

Mr. Lund sharply criticised that part of the lecturer's- address 
which advised the exclusion of foreigners. He said he was un
fortunately born on the other side of the water, and not having 
been consulted in the matter he did not think he should be made 
to suffer for it. 
. Mr. Curtis revived the motion that caused' the slight ripple 

in the proceedings of the state convention last January. He 
called attention to the rising generation receiving their education 
in parochial schools and being taught to vote away the liberties 
fought for by our forefathers. He suggested as a remedy that all 
children be held as belonging to the state and be educated in 
public unsectarian schools. . 

Professor Miller closed the discussion with some animated 
remarks on the dangers that had been pointed out. 

A businesg meeting followed. Mr. Schou announced that the 
next lecturer would be Mr. B. F. Underwood, a man who, on 
account of his reputation for learning and ability as an orator, 
would probably draw more audience than the small hall would 
hold.. It was therefore moved that the large hall be engaged for 
the occasion: The motion was carried, and nearly enough coin 
to pay the additional rent was collected on the spot. Mr. Un
rierwood will speak on "Religion in the Light of Evolution." 

I hear that the editor of the Truth Seeker, who is just conva
lescing after an attack of typhoid fever, is not getting his strength 
back so rapidly as he could wish. The fever has left him full of 
rheumatism, neuralgia, and toothache. I understand that Dr. 
Monroe, o-f the Ironclad Age, has sent him a bottle of his Blood 
Feeder, which the sufferer is unable to take on account of its 
being put up in a solvent prohibited by total abstinence prin
ciples. In view of this state of affairs, and in view of this state of 
Caljfornia, I have extended to the editor of the Truth Seeker a 
warm, or semi-tropical, invitation to visit the coast and recuperate. 

weather is full of attractions. The winds have blown themselves 
out, mid the sand dunes are no longer in a state of eruption. 
The atmosphere is full of smoke; the sun, penetrating the haze, 
tints everyfhing to the color of red-and-gold, and opaque objects 
cast purple shadows on the ground. It is a trifle too warm to 
wear a coat, and too cool for shirtsleeves, so that the resident is 
affurded all the varieties of sensation that lie between a sweat and 
a sneeze. 

If the editor of the Truth Seeker will come here I will extend 
to him the freedom of the city. He can make ascensions in the 
cable cars, or take a voyage to Oakland and see Mr. Schou. 
will have the Salvation Army sing for him in front of the old 
Adel phi theatre. I will show him the picturesque ruin we use 
for a post-office, and other ruins which are not picturesque who 
came to California to make their fortunes and failed to realize on 
their expectations. He shall go with me for a sail on the bay, 
where the porpoises gambol away their hard earnings, and to the 
Stock Exchange on Pine street, where that other kind of fish 
known as the sucker gambles away his hard borrowings. He 
shall see the hoodlum hoodling in his haunt; the government 
mule from the Presidio; the pig-tailed heathen from the orient. 
I will show him the vaquero galloping through Kearny street, 
the rampant cowboy and the terror from Tuolumne clubbed into 
a docile frame of mind by an insignificant policeman. He may 
view the audacious seagull reincarnated in the chicken tamale. 
He may revel in peaches, grapes, watermelons, and jamaica 
ginger. He may hunt the alert and fugitive fiea, dare the taran
tula with a club, and stand off the church beggar with an arque
buse. 

So shall his mind be diverted and his body strengthened. He 
will return to his scorched and frozen and stormy island home, 
full of fiea-bites, enthusiasm, and tender recollections. 

In the' accomplnying issue of FREETHOUGHT, Col. H. L. 
Knight, DD., LLD., mentions a few theological points which he 
is free to maintain. His propositions are not, strictly speaking, 
original with him. I have heard them before and have also met 
several persons to whom they are more or less familiar. I have 
no doubt that, when the prehistoric troglodyte sounded his bazoo 
to call his fellow-trogs together while he enlightened them con
cerning questions of which he knew nothing, his remarks agreed 
substantially with those of Mr. Knight. Ever since that com
plratively early day the world has been wearied more or less 
with these propositions, and their upholders have been rather 
more energetic in making them than in adducing the proofs by 
which they are supported. Peradventure it remains for IVlr, 
Knight, in the hind-quarter of the nin~teenth century, to supply 
the evidence with which his predecessors have been so reticent. 
I therefore take pleasure in offering him space in these columns 
to spread his facts· before the public. I would accord him first 
a column of space to prove each of the following propositions: 

I. That there is a wise, just, and beneficent God. 
z. That there is a human soul destined to survive the funeral. 
3. That the above soul will, in its subsequent existence, be re

warded for the good deeds performed in this life, and punished 
for the evil done. 

4. That those who believe as Mr. Knight does have reason, 
and are likely, to be more virtuous than those who do not. 

In the event of any of Mr. Knight's arguments seeming to me 
fallacious, or his evidence insufficient, I would reserve the 
privilege of pointing out the defects .. This not for the purpose 
of controversy, but to enable my mstructor to re-cover the 
ground gone over and to strengthen the weaker places. 

Mr. Knight, I have reason to know, would prefer an oral de
bate which form of discussion would give him a great advantage, 
sinc~ beinO' afflicted with deafness, he would be forced into the 
com~on p~sition of theologians-that of hearing only one side. 
At best I am sufficiently handicapped. He can overwhelm me 
with the plea that I am forty years his junior, and that he was in 
the field of law and letters before I was born-an argument 
which I shall be wholly unable to answer. In spite of all, .. how
ever, I cheerfully invite him to approach and spread his proofs 
upon the pages of this journal. If he ca~ instr~lct its readers, 

We offer many inducements. Just at this season of the year the. they will be glad to have him do so; and If I fall to make my 
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part of the discussion as interesting as his, I merely ask credit 
for the good intentions with which the road to our future resi
dence is said to be paved. 

My friend Mr. A. N. Miller, of PU~'allup, asks me this question: 
"Can you tell how many miles it is from where Jonah was 

thrown overboard to the place where the whale spewed him on, 
drv land?" 

'Problems like this should, more properly, be forwarded to the 
Presbyterian paper, the Occident, or to some of the religious 
sharps doing business in the pulpits of our land, though of course, 
I know just as much about the facts' of the case as thev do. 

There is so much of the miraculous connected with the voyage 
of Jonah that I have often been led to doubt its historical accu
racy. I even doubt sometimes that the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah as related in the tale. I should sooner believe it to 
be the vox popult; and that it was not so much to escape the 
presence of the Lord as the attentions of the vigilance committee 
that Jonah lit out for Tarshish. My unbelief is augmented when 
I read that Jonah paid his fare. Being a professed man of God 
he was entitled to a reduction under the Interstate Commerce 
act, and if we admit that he paid full fare we are straining at a 
gnat and swallowing a rhinoceros when we denv the other mir
acles. There is a limit to human credulity, and I draw the line 
here. 

Jonah was dropped overboard, at his own request, somewhere 
in the Mediterranean sea, and the fish which the Lord had pre
pared, according to what is known in San Francisco as the familv 
stde, took him in. Three days later Jonah went ashore nea'r 
Nineveh on the east bank of the river Tigris. If the Suez canal 
had been open at that lime the fish might have gone from the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea, thence around the coast of Arabia 
and up the Persian gulf and the Tigris to Nineveh. That would 

, have been a fair three days' trip, but it was only a Sundav excur
sion compared with the voyage made. I ask friend Miller to 
believe that this big fish went westward the length of the Medi
terranean sea-2,300 miles-and out into the Atlantic ocean, 
where, turning himself by a slight fluke of his tail, he took a 
southerly course to the cape of Good Hope-4.475 miles, and 
then steered northward to the upper end of Africa-another 
4,475 miles. He had in the mean time traveled the distance 
across the continent of Africa, which is 4,225 miles or there
abouts. Adding these distances up, we have 15.475 miles cov
ered by the fish in three days. Such-15,475 miles, approxi
mately-is the answer to Brother Miller's question. The gentle
men of the clerical sex who make a business of explaining this 
miracle say that Jonah was landed back on the shore he origi
ally sailed from, and that he then made the journey to Nineveh 
overland, but it furnishes a better story to have the fish go around 
the cape of Good ,Hope; and furthermore, people will naturally 
have more respect" for a God who can cause a fish to travel five 
thousand miles a day than they would for one that merely had 
the fish swallow a prophet and throw him up again near home. 
I have no sympathy with those who would make miracles appear 
reasonable. I am just as confident that the fish covered fifteen 
thousand miles in three days as I am that the Lord spoke to 
Jonah, or that any event recorded in the Bible ever occurred. 

BRIEP HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

Judge Sawyer has decided that Neagle was justified in killing 
Ju~ge Tefl; and has set him at liberty.--Last Sunday was 
SWItzerland s Independence Day-its five hundred and eightv
second anniversary. The Swiss of this city celebrated with guns 
picnics, and a great dance in Irving Hall.--More than on~ 
hundred prominent citizens of S.m Francisco have tendered a 
banqu.et to Justice Field, who, owing to his engagements in the 
East, IS unable to accept the honor.--It is estimated that as 
many as 20,000 residents of this city broke the "Sabbath" last 
Sundav by going on excursions and picnics, and visiting Golden 
Gate Parle The weather was above criticism.--Destructive 
field and forest fires are raging in San Mateo and Calaveras 
counties.--St. Helena, in Napa county, was scorched by a 
$12,000 fire last Sunday. An efficient fire department is cred

ited with saving the town from almost total de~truction.--Syl
vestro Morales, the horsethief and general desperado captured 
recently in the southern part of the state, has been sentenced to 
prison for life.--Mexican war veterans commemorated last 
Saturday evening, by a banquet and speeches, the 42d anniversary 
of the entrance of the American troops into the City of Mexico. 
Our correspondent, H. L. Knight, was one of the orJ.tors.-
The supervisors are considering an ordinance calculated to do 
away with sparring matches and other forms of bruising in this 
city.--Mortality reports for August received by the State Board 
of Health from over 100 localities in California, with an esti
mated popUlation of 830,415, give the number of deaths during 
that month as 8°9, or a percentage of 0.97 a thousand, which 
would be an annual mortality of 11.64. This is believed to be 
the lowest death rate ever recorded in the state .. 

The new U. S. cruiser Baltimore, which made her trial trip 
last week, is said to have shown herself to be the fastest war 
vessel afloat.--A train laden with Mormon converts picked up 
in the south was wrecked near Lynchburg, Va., Sept 15. There 
were nine Mormon elders and 160 of their dupes aboard, and 
though the train was thrown into a creek and some of the cars 
stood on end, nobody was killed.-·-While Sunday-school serv
ices were being held in a church near Columbus, Ind., Sept. 14, 
lightning struck the spire and coursed down through the roof, 
striking and instantly killing two girls, both aged 17, who were 
sitting together in the center of their class. The other ten chil
dren in the class were badly stunned, but not seriously injured. 
--Corporal James Tanner, U. S. commissioner of pensions, 
has tendered his resignation, which President Harrison accepts. 
The indiscriminate granting of pensions is said to constitute 
Tanner's offense.--The Sunday law is enforced in Cincinnati 
by the arrest of theatrical managers and performers for giving 
concerts on Sunday nsght.--Mike McDonald, the Chicago 
politician, has sued his wife for a divorce. It will be remem
bered that the woman eloped with a Catholic priest a few weeks 
ago.--A lively church row between the German Lutherans 
and the German Evangelicals, who heretofore held meetings in 
the same church, terminated in a free fight at St. Cloud, Minn., 
one night last \veek, when the Lutherans found the Evangel
icals had possession of the building. One of the disturbers 
was fined $10 next morning. 

The great strike in London is settled, the employers having 
made important concessions.--It is stated that a majority of 
the French cabinet disapproves the circular recently issued by 
Minister of Justice Thevene, in which the clergy are reminded 
that they are prohibited by law from taking part in elections. 
--During the celebration of a religious festival at Rohtak, 
India, a few days ago, the Mussulmans and Hindoos became 
involved in religious disputes, which led to rioting. The 
police were compelled to interfere. Many of the rioters were 
shot by the officers. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

The "Psychology of Attention," by H. Ribot, is No. 1I2 of 
the Humboldt Library. Price, 15 cents. 

Thanks are due to Brother Moses Hull, of New Thought, fot 
an extended and very favorable review of S. P. Putnam's" Glory 
of Infidelity." -. , 

The Freethinker's Magazine for September is a valuable num
ber on account of its articles and illustrations relating to Bruno. 
Copies can be obtained at this office for 20 cents. 

The Modern Science Essayist for July contains" Evolution of 
Society," by James A. Skilton; for August, " Evolution of Theol
ogy," by Z. Sidney Sam pson. Price, 10 cents each. 

One of the best contributions to "Sabbath" literature is Dr. 
Geor~e ~;own's" Historical and Crit!cal Review of the Sunday 
QuestIOn, a fifteen-cent pamphlet whIch we have for sale at this 
office. 

"God and the Universe" is an essa~' of 20 large pam phlet 
pages by James \V. Stillman, Esq., in which the author after an 
able Atheistic argument, concludes that" the whole p;oblem of 

http:banqu.et
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the existence of God and the origin of the universe is entirely 
above and beyond the scope of the human intellect." Price, 10 

cents. 

The addresses of the Rev. M. C. Lockwood', Mr. Samuel 
Bernstein, Hon. Emil Rothe, and Benn Pitnam, Esq., at the 
dedication of the Cincinnati crematory are printed in pamphlet. 
form. They embody many convincing arguments in favor of 
the cinerary process. 

Mr. James H. Barry, charged with contempt, in that he criti
cised the character of Judge Lawler in the Weekly Star, has 
published "Points and Authorities for Respondent", in a pam
phlet. The arguments of his counsel make the charge of con
tempt appear ridiculous. 

The address in memory of Thomas Paine by Florence Kelly 
Wischnewetzky (daughter of Congressman" Pig Iron" Kelly) 
is essentially the labor reformer's estimate of the Author-Hero. 
It is issued by the Truth Publishing Company of Pittsburg, Pa., 
and may be had at this office for five cents per copy. 

Mrs. J. IV1. Kellogg, a medium of Ensenada, Lower California, 
has received a" communication" from D. M. Bennett in the spirit 
world, and published it in pamphlet form. The" communica
tion" is a valuable one, and is undoubtedly the work of Mr. 
Bennett, being· copied bodily from essays which he wrote while 
alive. 

"We have received from Brother Moses Hull, of New Thought, 
Chicago, a copy of a remarkable lithograph, the ideal concep:ion 
of Dr. Newcomer, representing the moral, intellectual, and 
spiritual development of man, from the prehisto~ic savage to the 
highest type of humanity imaginable. The picture is indeed a 
study."-Golden Gate. Those who desire to view the above 
mentioned picture may do so by visiting this office and making 
the necessary inquiry. 

"The Glory of Infidelity," by Sa.muel P. Putnam comes to us 
from its publishers, Putnam & Macdonald, of Sa.n Francisco, 
California, in a beautifully-gotten-up pamphlet of twenty-four 
pages. The pamphlet also contains a poem by the same author 
on Thomas Paine. "The Glory of Infidelity" is one of Mr. Put
nam's most popnlarlectures, and is full of bright, inspiring 
thoughts, characteristic of the enthusiastic author. There is not 
a dry sentence in it, and at the low price of 10 cents it ought to 
have a large sale.-:-Freethinkers' Magazine. 

Dr. George W. Brown, of Rockford, IlL, has written and pub
lished one of those books which arm the skeptic with unanswer
able facts concerning the origin and falsity of the Christian 
religion. It is entitled" Researches in Oriental History." It also 
includes chapters on the rise and development ofZoroastrinism. 
We indorse the words of William Thorpe of Ballston, Spa., N. Y. 
" It is a perfect gem, and no library can be complete .without it. 
No Infidel can afford to go without this grand intellectual t.reat. 
I would not do without it for ten times its cost. With its facts 
I can hold my own against any' sky pilot' in town, and it is a 
wonder to them how I gained my information in regard to the' 
dim past." The price of the work is $1.50, and orders for it 
may be addressed to this office. 

--------------~---
MR. KNIGHT'S DEFIANCE.. 

10 the Editors of Frutlzought: 
It is manifest to all thinking persons that the Christian religion, 

as now taught in the churches, is not suitable to the people of a 
republic, to a a free, brave, and intelligent man who knows his 
rights, and knowing dare maintain them. It is daily growing 
into disfavor. The churches ·are empty, the pastoral influence 
has -gone down to zero, and the collections are hard to gather. 
Not one-tenth of the people of San Francisco ever go to church, 
and all other cities of the Union complain of the same state of 
things. It has become a standing question at the preachers' 
meeting, What shall we do to awaken a religious sentiment? 
And it is not answered satisfactorily. The people will not go to 
church. 

Why? Because the church, its dogma, organization, disci
pline, and sentiment are all imperial, autocratic, aristocratic, re

moved from the people, and in the hands of priests who are not 
elected and in no sense represent the popular mind. These men 
are educated to a stern conservatism and high authority that re
sists progress, and will not regard the layman as free, equal, and 
in all respects entitled to ju~t and equal rights in all matters. 

Now, the republic is at war with all such doctrine. The con
stitution of our country denounces it as ~ll wrong, unjust, unequal, 
and intolerable. This constitution accepted, almost wor:;hiped, 
is the basis of all human action and sentiment. \Ve no longer 
think as slaves, with masters, or pastors. Habit has confirmed 
principle, until now any attempt to coerce a man in his opinions, 
or to persecute him for them, would be regarded as un-American, 
inhuman, brutal, and ignorant in the last degree. And even our 
clergy would not now think of proclaiming that any man should 
be punished for heresy. The whole of that sentiment has been 
eliminated from the intelligent mind. We are republican free
men, with no slaves, no superiors, no privileged class, no mental 
shackles, and no man placed above another by the grace of God. 
Vve are scientists who grasp at once all that invention can do for 
us, all that science reveals to us, and all the just and inalienable 
rights that belong to us. We are jealous of all claims of superi
ority or authority. \Ve look with no favor on kings by the grace 
of God, or priests by the grace of God, or anything that is unjust 
or unequal. In our courts daily all these things are admitted, 
set out, argued, and el1forced, that all law shall be just and equal 
to all persons without regard to religion, race, color, or condition. 

The religion of the republic must be ill harmony with the re
public. It must w<llk hand in hand with science, now the guide 
of our people. It must utterly discard all claims to the unjust 
and unequal, to place, power, or emolument, save as the people 
may approve. It demands a revise of all the work of the impe
rial council of Nice, and of all other councils from that 
day to this, and a pruning therefrom of all that is inconsistent 
with the republic, with science, with perfect human equality. 

To this end a crucial test is at hand that will eliminate from 
the Christian religion all that is indefensible, but leave the pure 
gold and diamonds of solid and demonstrable truth. The trial is 
at hand. The republic arraigns the religion of emperors and 
kings; science arraigns the dogma of the Dark Ages, and human 
equality demands a religion that enthrones the rights of man, and 
not the privileges of priests. 

\Vith a view to this purgation from error and establishment of 
demonstrable truth, the author of this paper has carefully looked 
over the whole field and selected what he deems the wheat to be 
saved and the chaff to be thrown into the fire. In this work he 
finds two adversanes-

The Agnostic, who would live without God in the world and 
holds" eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow you die," to be 
the true faith; and 

The clerical party, who still cling to all these old imperial 
authorities and the errors and superstitions that so materially 
tend to enrich the church and degrade and enslave the people. 

He draws the line distinctly. He stands in the centre, between 
two firei. In former articles published in your paper he has 
invited and challenged both to a trial of skill in debate on these 
issues, and he begs here again to repeat his challe.nge to one and 
all. It has not been accepted on either side. It is still open to 
any adversary of ability, good manners, and accredited character. 

To the Atheist he declares and will hold that this much of the 
Christian religion is true and sustained by the weight of evidence 
furnished by science and history: That there is a personal, wise, 
just, and beneficent God; that there is a human soul that will not\ 
die with the body; that there is a future life in which the good Of' 

evil done in this world will find its reward or punishment; that 
so to believe is the best inspiration to moral hetoism and the 
best deterrent of crime and evil ever presented to the mind of 
man. 

To the clerical side he will affirm: That to this simple faith 
approved by science and inspiring to noble life the false prophets 
and clergy of the world have added a thousand errors that drown, 
cloud, and obscure these sublime truths, and tend daily to demor
alize and degrade mankind; that God, being good and wise and 
just, no feaching can be true that is inconsistent with this char
acter. 
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It is not true that belief or unbelief in any dogma whatsoever 
is essential to the approval of God, or the salvation of man. It 
is not true that God ever inspired or authorized any man or book 
to speak for him in other than the language of true wisdom, 
exact justice, and pure benevolence. It is not true that there is 
any other plan of salvation or way to be saved than to seek the 
truth and the right, and to do them, and love and 5erve our fel
low creatures: It is not true that any church or man should be 
obeyed, or believed, or supported, or any ceremony performed, 
or act done or left undone, except as it is right and may benefit 
mankind; or that the same will tend to attain heaven or avoid 
hell. It is not true that any men or set of men are nearer to 
God than others, or may bless or curse, or in any manner effect 
the salvation of other men, except by persuasion to good works 
for the benefit of man. It is not true that the consequences of 
sin or crime can be effaced by prayer, or by any mere ceremony 
whatsaever. It is not true that Christ was born, lived, and died 
in the manner set out in the churches, or was the son of Gol, or 
one jot more than any other man to be believed and followed 
when he was right. It is not true that there is any other way to 
be saved for the future life than to be good and do good continu
ally. That an American sovereign, free, equal, thinking bravely 
for himself and acting for the good of mankind, his true thoughts 
is, above all others, eligible and fit for the kingdom of heaven. 

It is believed that the best form of discussion of any question 
is that of a trialincourt. The complaint will affirm the point at 
issue. Attorneys for either side will present all the testimony as 
evidence~ The argument will be confined to the evidence be
fore the court. Improper, irrelevant, redundant, and immaterial 
testimony will be ruled out. It is thought that in this manner 
the sum of human knowledge on each point would be adduced, 
so that all men might know just what it is, and form their own 
conclusions. But, however, this form will not be insisted upon; 
but any form admitted that is fair and equal and honorable to 
both sides. The object is the disclosure of the exact truth for 
the benefit of all concerned. ' 

Believing that the time has come for the great republic to have 
a religion' consistent with itself, I am yours to command, 

San Francisco, Sept. 12, 1889. H. L. KNIGHT. 

CALL POR THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Oregon State 
Secular Union, we hereby call the FIRST AN~UAL CONVENTION of 
said Union to meet in Portland, Oregon, at Masonic Hall, on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the 12th, I 3th,and 14th day::; of 
October, 1889; the object being to secure the total separation of 
church and state. 

The advocates of this measure in Washington Territory are 
invited to join their Oregon friends in this Convention. 

Done at Portland, Oregon, this thirty-first day of July, 1889. 
C. BEA~ }J. K. SEARS, A. F. NEUNERT, Board of Directors. 

LEE LAUGHLIN, L. AMES, 

SECULAR WORK IN OREGON. 


To the Lzoerals of Oregon: 
I wish to call your attention to the importance of the conven

tion to be held at Masonic Hall, Portland, Oct. 12, 13, and 14 
next. This will undoubtedly be the largest gathering of Liberal 
men and women ever held on this coast. Arrangements are 
being made worthy of the occasion. Eminent speakers from 
abroad will be there. Liberals from the whole Northwest will 
participate. Railways leading to Portland will issue half-fare 
tickets, and everything is favorable for one of the grandest meet
ings ever held in Portland. It will represent the noblest cause 
that ever thrilled human hearts, or ever inspired men and women 
to lay down their lives: that cause is liberty. \Vherever liberty 
is secured, there is freedom of thought and action, free speech 
and a free press, whether in the Alpine range or in the noble 
It21ly of to-day. Wherever freedom' is, there you will find the 
nobles~ minds unfettered by creeds. Every patriotic breast 
should be filled with enthusiasm in contemplating the grand re
sults that in after years will come from this Oregon State Secu-' 
lar Union convention. 

Now, in regard to the means to carryon this work. This is 
not a free gospel, to be obtained without money or price, let down 
from heaven ready made; it requires both labor and money and 
some sacrifice 'Of time. This is especially the case with the ex
ecutive officers. We cannot expect them to furnish the money 
for the necessary expenses of the convention. How shall it be 
raised? Quite a goodly number intend to become life members. 
The membership is $25; honorary membership, $5. Contribu
tions for any amount the donor wishes to make will be thankfully 
received by C. Beal, president of the O. S. S. U., Portland, Or., 
and credited up in the great book of the association opposite your 
name; I had rather have my name there than any o~her place 
of honor in the state. The names of the founders of the Oregon 
State Secular Union will be honored and revered in years to 
come little less than the signers of the Declaration of Independ
ence. Be there in person to register. Send your remittances at 
once or, as far as possible, during the month of September. Not 
one dollar will be squ mdered, and any ~urplu8 funds will remain 
in the hlnds of finance committee for future secular work. . 

Salem, Or. G. \V. TIFFANY. 

QUERIES FOR. DISCUSSION AND DECISION. 

Nothing can be done without money. Can we avoid constant begging? 
How shall the needed funds be obtained? Is it best to have a real so· 
ciety with a genuine membership with payment of membership fee and 
semi-annual dues in advanct:? If so, what shall be the amount of memo 
bership and semi-annual dues? How shall the formation of local LIberal 
unions be encouraged? What is the best plan for their organization? 
What shall be the duties of their officers and committees? How should 
local unions be conducted? What is the best means to keep up interest? 
Can science schools on Sunday be successfully conducted without pro
fessional teachers? How can we best promote sociability? How best 
develop home talent? How most surely interest and enlist women as 
earnest workers? What shall be done to make provision for the aged 
and totally disabled, and for the widows and orphans of Liberals left 
otherwise unprovided for? Shall we elect an executive committee who 
will execute, in whose judgment all can feel perfect confidence (as in 
the case of the Oregon executive committee), who will carry out the plan 
or methods of work adopted by the convention, and will aid and encour
age the secretary to faithfully carry out instructions? 

Shall the executive committee consist of three or five? Do we need a 
secretary for the joint state union, who shall be held to strict accounta
bility for the perfoimance of his duty, one who will cheerfully and con
scientiously devote ten hours (and when necessary 20 hours of the 24) 
365 days in the year to practical work for the cause, not self-laudation; 
who will give us results, and not resolutions? On whom shall we inflict 
the position? Are we willing to evince· equal self-sacrifice and insure to 
such a secretary fair remuneration? Should it be the duty of the secre
tary to keep a daily corrected list of the names and addresses of the 
earnest workers in the two stat~s, cultivate their acquaintance, keep in 
correspondence with them and induce them to send him reports of all 
items of interest and the needs of the cause in their vicinity? 

Should the secretary cull the articles of greatest interest from all 
sources available, especially articles in the leading daily newspapers 
favoring any of the Nine D~mands, thus gathering a weekly budget of 
interesting items, and send copies of such items every week to Liberals 
throughout the two states who have influence and interest to secure their 
publication in local newspapers? Should he solicit Liberals of ability to 
write articles on each of the Nine Demands, and himself gather, from all 
sources, facts and arguments that shall make short, bright, incisive leaf
lets so written that they can be handed to Bible devotees, awakening 
them to thought while lulling their prejudice, yet of such interest that 
they will be preserved, shown to friends, read and reread with avidity by 
all classes? (Published without advertisement of the society or any names 
of known Liberals that would only scare Christians from reading them.) 
Shall the working members be supplied with such leaflets for gratuitous 
distribution? Should the printing of such leaflets be paid for from the 
funds of the union? Should the secretary send them with hints as to the 
best methods of distrib~ting them ~n the strongholds of the enemy, and 
thus force people to diSCUSS these Issues, and educate the intelligent to 
full comprehension of the justice of our Nine Demands? Would not the 
leaflets intensify the interest in the items furnished the local newspaper? 
and would not items in the local newspaper give increased value and 
interest to the leaflets? . 

Where there is interest and desire for lectures, but the Liberals so few 
they are unable to meet the entire expense, should the secretary under 
the advice of the president and executive committee arrange with a lec
turer who may be in that vicinity or can make it ell route to deliver lec
tures, organize local unions, etc.; and should the treas'urer pay such 
lecturers the balance due for such services from the funds of the Union? 
Should the president, vice-president, secretary, and executive committee 
each and all keep war>: watch on both state leg,islatures and be prepared 
to ~ol1nteract the nefanous scher..1es of the vanous· combinations of fa
natics? And whenever they attempt to influence legislation should the 
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secretary promptly send out leaflets on the question at issue to all the 
workers for immediate circulation, and urge each and every member of 
the union in that state to write urgent letters to the member of the legis
lature from their district to oppose the schemes of the fanatics, and use
every influence to induce friends and neighbors to do likewise? 

Should it be the duty of the secretary to prepare and with all possible 
dispatch send to all the workers short, able, telling articles on the question 
in issue, suitable for the local newspapers? Should it be the duty of th:! 
secretary to personally appear before the legislative committee and de
fend our rights and defeat the schemes of the enemies of liberty? . 

In ease of religious persecution of any member of the Union, should the 
secr€"tary under advice of the president and executive committee flood the 
place and adjoining counties with leaflets giving the argument on the 
issue involved; go himself to the place, deliver _speeches in hall or, if 
need be, in .public square, day and night? Should the executive com
mittee secure able counsel to defend the persecuted membi!r ann make 
the power and influence of our organization felt? 

What shall we do to secure competent persons to deliver orations anJ 
conduct funeral services, and thus avoid the insults to our dead, so oft\!n 
the result of ministerial presiding? 

Liberals of Oregon and \Vashington, these are among the momentous 
questions awaiting your consideration and decision. Come to the great 
convention at Portland (Oct. 12, 13, 14) prepared to give us the benefit 
of your best judgment. Come resolved to decide and adopt the best, 
most practical plan presented, so that all can in perfect harmony zeal
ously work to secure the greatest good to the greatest number. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 

-1--- CLARK BRADEN AGAIN' BRANDED. 

From Secular Thought. 

We apologize to our readers for ag.lin referring to this person. 
But the unmistakable manner in which the Summerside, P. E. 1., 
friends have convicted him as an unmitigated slanderer should 
be known by the innocent dupes of this utterly unprincipled and 
wicked "theological tramp." When he was recently in Prince 
Edward Island he did his little best to defame the noble char
acter of Colonel Ingersoll, and among the witnesses whom he 
fraudulently brought forth to support his infamy were Mr. John 
\Varner, mayor of Peoria, IlL, and Judge Puterbaugh) of the 
same plac~. Our friend, Mr. John l\IcKenzie, of S~mmcrside, 
wrote to those two gentlemen to ascertain if they were aware of 
the vile purpose for which their names were being used. The 
following conclusive replies \"ere received: 

FROl\I THE :MAYOR OF PEORIA, ILL. 

JOHN McKE~ZIE, ESQ_, Dear St"r: You ask me to state what 
the standing and character of R. G. Ingersoll was in this city 
during the many years he resided here-let me say briefly that 
Colonel Ingerson was one of our most respected and esteemed 
citizens. While-differing from myself and many others in poli
tics and having independent opinions upon religion which he 
fearlessly expressed, he had the respect of aU those who traveled 
upon a different line, for the reason that it was conceded he acted 
and spoke according to conscience and aimed to give no offense 
to those who controverted his opinions. As to character, his 
every word and act proved that he was guided by the highest 
order of character. Mr. Ingersoll was noted for his religious 
devotion to his family, his open-handed charity to those in need, 
and his sympathy with those in distress. His life there was that 
of a sober, truthful, honorable, and upright man. Mr. Ingersoll 
was not a perfect man (to find such we must look to his de
famers!), but he was as near being a perfect man as any man I 
have ever been acquainted with. 

We Peorians hold the name and fame of Colonel Ingersoll as 
things to be cherished, and among U3 no slanderer can attack 
him without being rebuked and silenced. 

Had Mr. Ingersoll remained in Illinois he could long since 
have held a seat in the United States Senate, and in our opinion 
he merits even a more exalted post. 

It is unfortunate for mankind that the world has not more men 
like' Colonel Ingersoll. I consider his life a blessing and sun
shine on the highway of life, and that his detractors would mend 
their lives by following his example. Respectfully yours, 

Mayor's Office, Peoria, lll., Julr 25, 1886. JOHN \VARNER. 

FROM JUDGE PUTERBAUGH. 

PEORIA, Ill., July 27, 1889. 
JOHN McKENZIE, ESQ., Dear Slr: I notice the correspondence 

published in the Peoria Transcript between yourself and Colonel 

Wamcr, mayor of this city, relati\"e to the ~landers of one Pro
fessor (?) Braden against Col. R. G. Ingersoll, formerly of this 
city. Whatever may have been Colonel Ingersoll's views in re
gard to Christianity, no reputable citizen of Peoria, where he so 
long resided, questions his -sincerity, honor, and integrity. He 
was always generous, charitable, and loyal to his friends and 
country, .. _.... It is only a few cranks who are unable to· cope 
with his arguments that seek to break down his influence by 
slander. 

H I remember the man Braden, while he resided here he was 
a crankish dead beat. Not able to earn an honest living. he be
came an itinerant preacher, and in order to impose on the pub
lic got up a book made up of forged affidavits and pretended 
statements of reputable citizens, and is selling it throughout the 
country. Several years ago he went through Texas and other 
Southern States, preaching and selling his book. He carefully 
keeps away from where he is known and where Colonel Inger
soll is known, as he knows his words would be taken for naught, 
and he would not be able to sell his infamous book and dead
beat on the people: 

I understand my name figures in his book as making absurd 
and false statements in regard to Colonel Ingersoll. If anything 
of the kind appears in the book it is false and forged. , ..... . 

This Braden is either a great rascal or demented, and ought to 
be in the penitentiary, or insane asylum, according to the condi
tion of his intellect, if he has any. Respectfully yours, 

S. D. PUTERBAUGH. 

ON THE TRAIL. 

After a week's work with the hearts and heads at Empire City, 
I traveled by stage to Newport, the place where all the Coos Bay 
coal comes from that is sold in California. Ne\Vport is situated 
in a deep canyon, and connected by a coal railroad-the only 
railroad in the county-with the waters of Coos Bay. It is entirely 
a mining town, of perhaps 300 population, of very mixed origin, 
fully two-thirds being foreigners. I found many of them intelli
gent, but all crushed by the giant hand of corporation,--working 
only part of the time, and then for paltry wages. The railroad 
runs underground, perhaps a half mile, to the mines, then out 
on a very high trestle into the bay, where the cars are unloaded 
into a large house or chute. Here several large steamers are 
often seen loading for San Francisco. It is but a few hours' 
work to load the largest vessel from these coal-binns built so 
high in'the air. They nearly load themselves when the gate is 
once raised. The coal here is worth about two dollars a ton, but 
with millions of cords of wood all around going to waste, coal 
finds but little sale; hence it is shipped south. 

I gave one lecture here to a goad audience, but as the school
house was the only lecture-room, and school was in session, I 
could not conveniently stay lo~ger. One night while at Newport, 
just as we all had retired for the night, and everything was quiet 
on the Potomac-I was stopping at Mother Corrigan's boarding 
house-we heard ringing out clear and strong on the midnight 
air, the ominous call of, "Help! help! Murder, murder I" 
which created a terrible excitement, as the double murder at 
Coquille, near here, had taken place but a few days before. 
Everybody ran in the dark, mostly in their night-clothes, expect
ing another foul and hideous crime had been perpetrated. The 
sound came from a shanty where a man lived alone. It was 
found that he was dead drunk, with" snakes in his boots," and 
imagin~d he was being killed by some unseen foe, which is 
pretty near 'the truth. . All went back to their deserted beds, 
hoping It the snakes" might make a good job of it, which I sus
pect they did, from the noise the rest of the night. 

A short stop at Marshfield and Empire to say good-bye to the 
splendid folks we made friends with, there, and thus to bid fare~ 
well to. Coos county, where I had labored continuously for three 
months; then a twenty-mile ride north by the sounding breakers 
and along the sands of the sea, in an over-loaded stage-coach, 
was the lot of ye humble correspondent. My fellow-travelers 
were a "show troupe" that had showed every night for a week, 
and traveled every day, so they were wrapped in slum ber as we 
jolted easily along o'er the shiny sands. At the mouth of 
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Umpqua river, tired with our land-ride, and chiUed nearly to 
death with the cold fogs and wind from the ocean, we left 
the old wagon, with tires six inches wide, and clambered into 
a skiff, and were" paddled" out to the steamer in the river that 
soon carried us up among the hills again, to G~rdiner's in Doug
lass county, where, after a good dinner, I was soon booked for a 
lecture in the little white church around the corner, and was 
greeted by a full house. The next day being the Lord's day, I 
was making myself comfortable out on the piazza of the hotel, 
dreaming of" what might have been," if God had never taken 
that big butcher knife (wonder where he got it, as that was be
fore the age of metals) and carved out the rib from Adam, when' 
one of the trustees came and informed me that I could not have 
the church longer for lectures; that the ladies were terribly 
shocked at my awful pictures. Why. their dear little church was 
desecrated or vaccinated, I hardly know which,by such sacrilege. 
I offered to take them down, but no, I could not have the church 
another damn bit. I pointed to a man about twenty feet away 
lying dead drunk under the shade of a protecting tree, and three 
saloons open Sunday in full blast, and asked him if he did not 
think they needed my lectures for a higher, more moral and 
temperance life, and my pictures to illustrate it, to make the 
town what its religion had evidently failed to do. He said he 
should think so, but the women were running the church, so I 
had to "mosey." I could have had the hall or the school-house, 
but concluded to let the ladies and their great big God run the 
town, so I sailed away for a more open bay, up the Umpqua to 
Scottsslit thence by buckboard to Drain's, and the railroad, 
wher~nce more 'the" keers" were a welcome sight. I found 
IVIr. Plitnam aboard enjoying all the" Glories of Infidelity," as it 
was midnight's solemn hour, and Put. was snoring the notes of 
the righteous right royally. The next morning, as we neared 
Salem. our long train of thirteen cars ran over a poor old man, 
seventy years old, going into town with an old horse and wagon 
loaded with plums. A shriek from the engine, a crash, a chill 
of horror ran through the passengers, fO,r no one knew what had 
happened. The train quickly came to a stand still, and we all 
rushed out. A wagon in kindling-wood, a horse dying in mortal 
agony; the old man lying a hundred feet from where the train 
struck him, with two terrible gashes in his head, asking what the 
matter was; plums scattered for rods around; blood of both 
man and beast everywhere, filled out the sad picture, and called 
for the strongest sympathy of the hundreds of passengers. The 
poor victim's head was sooh washed and sewed up by a physician 
who was on the train; the old man carried into a house near by, . 
and again we rolled on for Portland. Such is life in this fast age 
of steam and lightning. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

WHY THE CHINESE:REMAIN PAGANS. 

\-Vong Chin Foo, an Americanized native of China, contributes 
the following to the press: 

Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., nearly hit the mark when he said 
that Christian missions in China are" a failure, " but he did not 
give the reasons of that failure. In one respect the Christian 
teachers in China have been a great benefit to the commerce of 
their fellow-citizens at home, by showing the" heathens" how to 
live in style, and how to employ H Christian" methods to obtain 
modern luxuries, and by sowing discontent among the masses 
generally. If they could only" convert" the emperor of China, 
as they have the mikado of Japan, they would probably lend him 
enough money on his property to own a portion of the throne. 

Already the consumption of American petroleum. has greatly 
reduced the profits of the bean-oil manufacturers of northern 
China nearly 25 per cent. within the past few years. American, 
cotton goods produced by their labor-saving machines are fast 
supplanting the native hand-looms, and firearms are taking the 

'place of the primitive bows and arrows. These results are prin
cipally brought about by the talented missionaries who have 
learned the native tongue. Otherwise, the English-speaking 
traders would have had a hard time in introducing their wares, 
no matter how useful. But spiritually their mission is undoubtedly 
a grand failure, and here are some of the reasons as seen from a 
Chinese point of view. 

First-The Christians have not been able to give the Chinese 
anything new in the vital principles of their teachings, save in 
some few unimportant points of the main doctrine which cannot 
De understood by the Chinese. 

Second-The manners and ways of the missionaries as a rule 
are looked upon as extraordinary at all times. They lack the 
austerity and dignity that become a solid Chinese sage. - Such 
qualities are imperatively necessary in China for a propagandist. 
For this reason the Catholic priests are making more headway 
there than those of any other sect, and also because the priests 
are all wlfeless. 

Third-The majority of the missionaries attack or hOld in 
ridicule the doctrines of Confucius and Bujdha, which',form the 
pet religions of the people. :,. 
Fourth~Their strong patrotism at home causing their teach

ings of religion to be blended with social and political reforms 
abroad, they try to make Chinamen become Americans, and act 
and think like one of themselves. One of these social ideas 
with which they try to imbue the inmates of the mission schools 
under their chlrg~ i3 that when a youth becomes of age, twenty
one years old, he is his own master, meaning that he is no longer 
under the control of his parents. Notwithstanding, this is a 
direct violation of their teachings, th:1.t "thou shalt honor thy 
father and thy mother, th1t thy d:tys m:ty be long upon the land 
which the Lord giveth thee," and yet this is the very doctrine 
which is alone practiced in China 'for thousands of years to the 
v~ry letter by all classes, and the missionaries tried to make them 
break it by a social peculiarity of their own. This idea of 
American juvenile independence alone is enough to prevent 
their doctrine, from taking root in well-regulated Chinese families, 
where the family ties are so sacred that no matter how old a son 
may be, he is yet the son of his parents and must serve under 
them. . 

Fifth-The only new idea that the missionaries can present to 
the Chinamen, spiritually, is the vicarious atonement of Jesus 
Christ, or the cruel torture of the son of God for the sins of men, 
which doctrine the Chinamen believe was manufactured by a 
Yankeeized Jew. A heathen who has been there before, 

WONG CHIN Foo. 

THE PRIZE MANUAL ASSURED! 

To the Editors of Freethought.

I am pro.ud to be abl~ to announce that the full sum of 
$ t ,000 (as a premium for the best paper on "How to Teach 
Morality in Girard College and.the Public Schools without Teach
ing Religious Dogma") has been paid into my hands and is now 
in bank-in trust, for the object contemplated. The offer of this 
prize, with full conditions, will be made public, with the names 
of the donors, about Sept. 1 5, or ,sooner if practicable. 

Now, I wish that a few others of our friends would send me 
$500 to pay the expenses of printing circulars and advertisinCT 
and for the services of a stenographer and type-writer, to get th~ 
matter bef?re the world-at least before American, English, and 
French wnters and educators. I have, already many letters of 
inquiry from persons who propose to compete for this prize, not 
only for the sake of the money, but for their love of the cause. 
The correspondence growing out of this project must be very 
large. Friends, please send me $500 more1 in such sums as you 
think proper, aoo you shall be numbered with the elect, whose 
names are sure to go down to posterity as promoters of this great 
object. R. B. \VESTBROOK. 

No. 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia. ' 

Say not they die, those martyr souls 
Whose life is winged with purpose fine, 

Who leave us pointing to the goals; 
Who learn to conquer and resign. 

They cannot die whose lives are part 
Of that great life which is to be; 

Whose hearts beat with the world's great heart 
And throb with its high destiny. ' 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 
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Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 
-1889. 1889. 

WOODWARD'S GARDENS 

THIRTY-SEVENTH 

ANNIVERSARY BALL 
~F THE 

SAN FRANCISCO 
TURN VEREIN 

Sunday, October 6, 18~Q. 

Dancing, Cvncert, Prize·Exercises, Gym· 

nastics of the Members and 


Scholars, Singing, etc. 


Admission: 	 Adults, 25 Cents a Person. 
Children, 10 "II 

Dancing in the Afternoon, Ball All Night. 

WOODWARD'S GARDENS 

Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 

1889. 1889. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

1 hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything 1 have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which 1 have used and under 
sland well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier · on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Sl>owing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws, either Human or 


II Divine." 

Price, 10 · cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


The Unknown Great. 

Full many a column rises high 
To tell the conqueror's blood-bought fame, 

And many a dome smiles 'gainst the sky 
To guard an emperor's waning name. 

Statesman and hero, priest aiM sage, 
Abide awhile in tale or song, 

As weary age succeeds to age, 
And right still fiercely strives with wrong. 

And many a lord of serf and thrall, 
Favor~d by half.forgotten kings, 

Is hurled from fame's proud pedestal, 
When time its riper wisdom brings. 

While those who bravely strive for right 
Are still recalled with love and pride; 

And still we hear, with fond delight, 
The tale of how they lived and died. 

Yet not to-day our song shall tell 
Of earth's true leaders; for awhile 

A humble strain our tongues shall swell 
To those they led-the rank and file. 

The unknown great-great in their aim, 
Great in their noble hope and faith

Who, with no dream of place or fame, 
'Vere true, ay, even to the death. 

Vain were the leader's call to arms 
Did not the people heed the cry 

Anrl dauntlessly, despite alarms, 
Flock round the banner raised on high. 

And not alone of those we sing 
Who boldly strove in battle strife, 

But unto all who sought to bring 
More freedom to the people's life. 

Who "gain~t foul superstitions spoke, 

Who dared the prison and the rack, 


Who strug61ed 'gainst whatever yoke 

Kept men from higher progress back. 


Those too, we praise, of whate'er creed, 

Who helped the falh:n on their way; 


Who strove to aid the world's sore need, 

And spoke of hope when skies were gray. 

To-day we sing a faltering strain, 
Recalling these-earth's unknown great; 

But thr~tened is the rulers' reign-
The coming years are big with fate. 

Haply, when M.ammon's bitter sway 

No more shall curb earth's fuller hope, 


When the glad light of freedom's day 

Succeeds the mirk in which we grope, 


To heaven shall rise a radiant shrine, 

The glory of the years to be

\. 


Glad years, when none through want shall pine 
Nor drudge in hopeless misery. 

And through that temple, fair with flowers, 
Shall sound a sweet memorial song 

To those who strove 'gainst kings and powers, 
Nor doubted, tho' the strife was long. 

It is not all a poet's dream; 
Nobler, we trust, will grow the state, 

And on that fame shall brightly gleam 
The inscription: To the Unkno\vn Great! "h 

-LEONARD 'VELLS, in Reynold's Weekly. 

A OXCE superstitious Albanian, who con
sulted a "dream book" for every dream he 
had for a period of fifteen years, says that 
'f h h d 	 11 b '£1 d d' 
I t ey a a een ven e , accor mg to 
the book, he would have met with six vio
lent deaths, married eleven blonde-haired 
and six dark-haired girls inherited nine 
t d de'. f'
10rtunes an 	 rna e Jonrteen trIpS to oreJgn 

· t'll l' . g ld b h I 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, Iromote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Ageocy with J, O. Sc.ott,Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 0-lt 
655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal. 

.. 	 ..land HS. e IS S 1 Ivm, an 0 ac e or, *This Is a full-bodied diamond, s('t so that it may bo 
has never been more than ten miles from Icleaned from the reverse side a.nd never lose.i.tB brilliancy. . . h 	 ' Sent to any address, preroa1d, and guarnnteed a8 repre
the town In whic he was born, and hasn tented or money refullded, address, , 

h'll' l'd 	 . PUTNAl't1 & MACDONALD,got a 	 S I mg al up. 504 Kearny Street. San Francisco, Cal. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTIO~ OF----

ORIGINAL 	 AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical' Societies,~ 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

l'rice .........•.••....... " .... $1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, :Mass. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chl'lpters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story at man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrht has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

S, P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuflolcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Jlanila, Book, 1v·~ws, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO_ 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET. 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 0 

10 l;a.rat Gold, small size Baclge Pio........... ....... 2 0 

14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.. ................ 2 75 


}~ t~~:i ~~\~', ~~~ell~~~:~~:'~~~~~~.~~~~:1~.~!~:~5.~ gg 
t~ t~~:t g~}3: ~~~:~ ~~~~~ ~~~~·t;~i~h·~b·~i"r;).'.:::·: ~ gg 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)....... 4 50 

10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 5 CO 

14 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch cha.in)....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Lar"e Charm Diamond* 14 00 

http:lose.i.tB
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S

• 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 
Unequaled in quaHty and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 

by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In b~st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a pe~fect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin StIver ca.se, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap,.$29; do., gold cap, $31 j do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artisti~ 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. . 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35· for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S=nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I·will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Be:;t Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros;' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .5 0 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2,$3, $4 to 11 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 ppera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper .. 

---------_._--_ ..•. _.•. _- ----------- 

"A REMARKABLE BO-OK "AAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinhurgh, Soot-

II; ~ ,~rrtG:~v~;.~r~ U~~~:'~';i~~~ 1;1::1::.tn::, ~~CJ ~.l(?~I;~:r~CLt~e.r~~ 
lu."r'Ut" flo:-i .. ty. 1t 1. nc,v, at:II'U I "r.:, :a.nd "ery In.a.rucUve.'' 
Lt the most lJVl'u.ar a.nd compreh~nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOC.I4.L, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
P rOYen by the aale of lIalr R lIIlIlio,. to be the m('st popula R 

Readable IJecanse written in 1anllu~e plain, chaste, ami Jurcibl E

I nstructlve, practical pre!!entation"of 'l!tld ical COllllllon BenKe" wedi A 

Valuable to invalids, \bowin~ new mean~· by whICh t l:cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors. physl<'iaus, clergymen, crib::H, aud literat I 

T hcrough treatmf'nt of liubj ec18 especiAlly import nt to young me N 
eo veryona who •• wants to know. you kuow," Will find it interebtin Q 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and
FEAT·URE J~t introduced, consists of a 1M)r1.A NEW· ~ • of beautiful 4·olo.·",d anRtCl~ 

l~nl ~bn.,.t•• infive colu~ guamnte~>dr:- u;~eriQr to any; efore oift,red in a iA>~ • 
ular phYlliologic91 book. arid rendering it R~nin the mo~t ntrractive and quick-

selling AGENTS who h:we already found 1\ trold mine in it. :Hr. 
work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I 110)(1 the fir.;t six boQks in two 
hours... Many agents take 50 or 100 at. once. nt special rates.. ScnWfor terms. ' 

.16-~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~.... white anetFREE~lu(> circulars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', De(£l~n. M01tJ.IlJ". 

Standard Edition, '3.~5 l Same print a.nd illustrations, tho 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JIITIUUT WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) East 28th St •• l\tW Jerk. 


Men, yYomen, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
\, I Being a popular account of the formation andBy H e1en H . Gardener. ntroduction hy Robert 

~ Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G. Ingersoll. Price, ~50 cents. . Keeler. Price. So cents. 

I 

Maginnis's Confession. 

Patrick Maginnis went to confession, and, 
among other sins, confes:.ed to the good father 
that he had stolen Mrs. Mulcahy's pig, the loss 
of which had b.:en a great blow to the poor wo
man. The priest looked at Pat.. very severely 
and said: . 

"Stol.:- Mrs. Mulcahy's pig, did ye? That's 
very bad, Patrick-very bad. Don't you know, 
Pat, that to steal a pig is a haynious sin, and to 
steal Mrs. Mulcahy's pig is worse? What WIll 

ye say on the day of judgment when Mrs. Mul
cahy confronts ye before the Lord and charges 
ye with stealin' Iier pig-what will ye say? " 

Pat looked rather glum at this onslaught, but 
at this point he perked up and said: 

"Sure, your riverince, Mrs. Mulcahy won't 
be there." 

"Indade; and why not, Pat Maginnis? l\Irs. 
Mulcahy Will be· there an' the pig'll·b~ thert", 
an' when. yer asked why ye stole the widdy's 
pig what'll ye say, I'm wantin' to know? " 

"Will Mrs. Mulcahy be there? " ask~d Pat, 
a great idea illuminating his face. 

" She will," said the priest severely. 
" And will the pig be there? " 
" Certainly." 
., Then, begorra," said Pat, triumphantly 

"I'll say: 'Mrs. Mulcahy, there's your pig'''' 

and 
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seminal 
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.• Private 
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A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, 
the . Ill('st successful (in 

:~~~i;1ti!r::e~iS ¥h~ctiDO~~~ 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
eaSI!B of young and 
aged men snch as 
weakn"ss. impotency, &c., 
suIting from mdescretioll and 
igllorance of youth. '{'hose who 
are ailmg should send ten (10 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Applicatiun-

A POSrrlVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
r~ad by the young for instruc
tIOn and the afflicted for relief. 

~II Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plam Envelopes used. The bO:Jk sp::>ken of sent sealed 

:~d~~~~;>;;u~a~ tt~Lfd~~~~~~~~~AND, NEW Jl:RSn 

[From th~ WaRbiugton Natianal View.) 
Dr. Fellows. of Vmeland, Ntlw Jersey offers his valua.ble 

services to all those in need of a. kind, symp:lthetic and 
skil1f~l.physi\Jian. ~iruiliar a~vertisemen&s from unreliabltt 
practItIOners have been. a~s,"l~d and e.xposed by the press, 
but, Dr. Fellows, a speCIalist, ln hts l111e, stanlls foremost 
in hi!, profession, and the ~ncomiums showered ut»n him 
pubh~ly as well .as in l>rivate, are Jiatteriug evidences uf 
t!Ie high aPl?rec:atlOn and <:ont;lde~ce ~is long aud consc,en

1~~~iy '!'::~~~Jf!~L~!, S~:Jl~%e:a}~ t~~r:~~S:°n have so 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI~ERT~, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELLOWS-Dear SIl': 7he remetly you sent 
IS workmg hke a cbarm. 1 am completely sUrprised the way 
it acts upou the organs. ~ave only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours res~ectfully, J. It. 

REMARKs-The above Is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young, middl.,·aged and elderly men, suffering fro~ 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this clas!'l of di'!eases. As I a·" an out and-out 
Lib.eral I trvst the Freeth:nkers of t~e ~nd will give Die 
then pa.tronage, and not waste thell' time aud money OD 
ChridtlllD doctora. DR. Fl:LLQWa. 

http:confes:.ed
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 
The Present and the Future 

. Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
poinLing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impussible that th~ people should be 
otherthan poor an,l vicious unuer our. present 
system. Tnt: n:m:oy, the author thinks, is com
munal lift:, and he· has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future R ~pl\blic of North America, as it will 
b;! when society shull be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly Wlitten. Pap~r, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
., An l!."xpose 


or the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequ::st to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


CHURCH AND STATE. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 

A~lERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Addre::>s 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDO~ALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JlJSTIN D. FULTON, D.O. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $1. 50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between Gladstolle, Huxley, Mullet, Linton 

Reville on the Conflict between GenesiS BDd GeolotD 

PIiee. 60 couWo 

THE LATEST 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.00 

DR~bS SUITS FOR ....................................................... 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR............................ ..... ................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C Ja::.AS. F . ::aUFt.a-.LV.[.AN"• 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

Pl\CIPIC Cl\RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINES3 OFFICB, 11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTEl'DENT 

Centr aJ Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to ot"der. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing n:!atly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A.. CLARK. CRA.S. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLA.~K BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled hnd Delivered on Sbort Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, Slln Jacinto, Cal. 

.l:-{H;M:::>HUku·s 'WOH.KS. 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects con.~idered 
by Mr. Remsburg ale: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal :llatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Leaming; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ( 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
. Jefferson, and i'rallkli,n. Price IS cents. 
Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc

tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheatmg; Theft and Rohbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Lonquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intole. ance and 
Persecution; [njustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. (I This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following healls: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbalh; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath;· Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l. hrisLian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrog,ation of Sunday 
T ... .,... _ ~ ": .... ,.. .... ,...,,_ ...... t:. .... ·....... ;~r.· tr 


- WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents, 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, c; cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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.JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's" Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could. hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 3.0 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S "WORKs. lGOD IN THE STATE, 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 

lectures, comprising: "The Gods/: "~um-
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "IndlVlduahty," 
nd "Heretics and Heresies" 

a . 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· 

ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1' he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of .Mos8s. Paper. 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. . • 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

Paper, 2SWhat Must We Do to be Saved:? 
cp.1'\t~. 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, p<?stpaid. '\ . 

Ingersoll Catechised: His· Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi
tor of the San Fro1uiuon. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 2S copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York ObuI'Vn-. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lflctures Complete. Bound in one 
. volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union 


_ .._ • 

.• .0.. 


ThIS IS the best presentatIon of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 

d . hI f' . 
ever prepare III a pamp et 0 Its SIze. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st San Francisco. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 
Clear, Conciu, Sparkling, Hdpful. 

"Nationalism," by Edward Bellamy. 
"The Earth for Man,'.' by Col. T. W. Higgin~ 

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W.D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit.Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Common wealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Function of the State," by EdwinD. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

m7Price for aU, only 20 cents.&! 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHA:r.I, :r.r.n., 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, So cts. Address this office 

FREETHOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was madt 
by an ~tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture.. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image~ and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

WaIfs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livnit spirit of to-day."-John Swilltvn'$ 
Pt/?JIM". 

Why Don't He Lcn~ a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry riIlgS like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

\dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and~ 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The lJllivlru. 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr•. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Filote's Health 
Monthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Pdce, 10 cents. J 

"Written ina rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Boston 
Inrustisrator. 

rlillll:aUCUo. A t'oem. Price, $1. ''It is 
crammed with life, thought and profoun(l emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. llt'nry 
W. Bellows. Q r 

Gottlieb: His Life' or, love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
woulU be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life hefo·re."- Elmitza Drake Slmkn-. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. GJadstone. 


Price So cents. Sold by l'utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

My friend W. B. Davis devotes himself to the campaign at 
John Day town, and Canyon City, and I am not left to travel 
alone, nor by the "slow coach." The good team of greys is 
harnessed for the occasion and we journey according to our own 
sweet will, on the winding road from Prairie to John Day. \Vhen 
the refreshing rains are come, no more beautiful prospects could 
spread before the eye than in this valley, where the mountains in 
vast variety, on every side, stretch away, and the fields and 
meadows between shine with green and golden garniture, min
gled with river and wood. Just now, however, the smoke rolls 
over the heights and the dust is almost impenetrable as the winds 
blow it along the highway. About the middle of the afternoon 
we get to John Day, and in the comfortable hotel of friend Cobb 
we clean up and rest until the supper bell rings. There are some 
few Liberals in John Day-Shelley, Knight, Combs, etc.-who 
keep this remote station in the line of reform. L. T. Eddington 
was present from l\It. Vernon, fifteen miles away. He is seventy
nine years of age. He was bound to come to the lecture, and 
traveled over thirty miles to do it, which is more than many a 
younger soldier would undertake. It was a pleasure to shake 
hands with our veteran comrade and to feel the thrill of youth in 
his untiring spirit of loyalty. I did not have a full house at John 
Day, but enough to insure progress for the future. It is not a 
large place, a kind of a "four corners" where travel from various 
points converges and teams are wont to sojourn for feed, etc. A' 
little village h:;ts sprung up on this frontier line which some day 
may assume quite large proportions, for the wealth of the country 
about is by no means exhausted. 

Saturday afternoon we gu over to Canyon City. Our faith
ful comrade at this point is John Smith, who does almost all the 
work, .and prepares the way, so far as it is possible to do so in 
such a pecuiiar place as Canyon City, which seems to live upon 
the traditions of "forty-nine" and clings to the old prices and 
"two-bits" a drink, with fond reminiscence. Canyon was once a 
famous mining camp, and I guess more gold has been taken out 
to the acre here than from any other place on the continent, and 
still there is gold left, enough for many a fortune if the machinery 

were here to extract it from the" tailings" that lie scatter~d about 
in infinite confusion and desolation. The immense rush has 
passed by long ago, and but little is now carried on, as the old 
methods will not secure any paying results. The future of Can
yon City is not near so bright as its past. It is the county seat, 
and has some wealth and but little enterprise. Its prospects are 
altogether uncertain. It is in a narrow valley between high peaks, 
and the scenery about is bare and rocky. It is located at the ex
treme verge of .civilization. \Vhen you pass through its one long 
street, and reach the end you can go no further. You must turn 
back. The pathless wilderness of volcanic wastes is before you. 
It is court time when I arrive and there is quite a lively aspect. 
I meet friends from many points. The lecture is given in the 
court house. The attendance is not very large. I am introduced 
by deputy-sheriff Mr. McCulloch, who is not afraid of his colors. 
Something· is done by the lecture, for the audience is attentive, 
but I feel that there is a vast amount of indifference in this com
munity. The churches certainly do not flourish. They have 
very scant power, and perhaps this is the cause of the apparent 
apathy of those who don't believe in the popular theology. They 
think there is nothing to fear. and don't care to put themselves 
out much for Liberal work. There is undoubtedly a sturdy cle
ment of Freethought which would manifest itself if a direct issue 
were forced, but at present, in the" struggle for existence," that 
which is universal and simply humanitarian is forgotten. How
ever, while I did not accomplish all I desired at Canyon City, I 

. was pleased to meet with some good friends, and to realize that 
even at this last outpost, on the border-land of humanity and 
nature, there is the pulse of freedom, and the generons heart. 
\Vith such allies as John Smith, and others who do their level 
best, while so many are indifferent, there is hope and always a 
look ahead. 

Sunday morning Davis and myself return to Prairie City for a 
lecture in the afternoon. I call upon Mrs. H. A. Thompson, 
whose husbJ.nd was one of the foremost in our ranks two years 
ago, when I was here. He died about a year ago. He was an 
unswerving Liberal and his record is honorable as friend, neighbor, 
and citizen. His death is a severe loss to the Liberals of this 
country. He was always ready to do his share. Freethought to 
him was a conviction, a noble ideal of life. The flowers of 
sweet memory are his, and the glory of his virtue is immortal 
with the advancement of man. His wife and children rejoice in 
his own noble belief, and home is beautiful with the remembrance 
of his generous toil. 

Julius Le Bret has also died since I was here, a soldier in our 
cause, upon whose grave shall fall the flowers of love and hope. 
"Tears for the dead, help for the living," are the words of Ingersoll. 
Our ranks grow thin, but still the morning comes and the music 
of childhood breaks upon the tomb and it becomes a qlonument 
to "irtue and an impulse to nobler deeds. 

Major l\Ia.gone is traveling on towards a hundred years, but the 
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spirit of youth is in him still. He presided at the afternoon 
lecture. He made the opening address and closed with the fol
lowing, which shows that he looks forward and not backward: 

"I live for those who love me, 
For those who know me true; 

For tile heaven that smiles above me. 
And awaits my spirit too; 

For the wrong that needs resistance. 
For the cause that lacks assistance. 
For the future in the distance. 

And the good that I can do," 

Prairie City always gives a warm welcome, and the Sunday 
afternoon audience was of that kind which makes hope and good 
cheer for the laborer, and I leave this bright camping-ground, in 
the heart of the hills, with a better outlook for to-morrow's jour
ney. Sam French is in our ranks still, a splendid pioneer, and' 
it is one of the luxuries of life to take a drive behind his magnifi
cent steeds. There is no orthodoxy in the horse-flesh which he 
raises, but the swift forces of Freethought that will not lag in the 
rear. I was also pleased to meet with 1\,1. Howell, who places 
himself upon the roll of Freethought; Dr. Pruden, who has just 
located in tOWIl, an earnest social and scientific reformer; E. R.' 
Driver, who, with his seven brothers, is in the Liberal corps, and 
so, by a majority vote, "Driver" is no longer orthodox; Schuman, 
who is not afraid to stand in the door of the wicked unbeliever's 
tent; Thompson, who can keep the baby from crying and take 
in the Liberal lecture likewise; Geo. W. McHaley, F. W. McCord, 
and many others of Prairie City and vicinity, whose good fellow
ship gives refreshment along the dusty way'. 

I miss the stage for Canyon City. It comes along just as I am 
beginning the lecture. There is no help for it, and I have to let 
it go by and trust to chances for getting to my appointment at 
Canyon City in the evening. "Mine landlord," J. \V. Bates, is 
the one to put me through when the time comes. Be is a Free
thinker from head to foot, and always ready to stand by when 
money or help is need~d. He takes me to Canyon City with his 
own team, which covers the distance in less than two hours. It 
is almo~t as good as going with a locomotive. I reckon this 
is about the best span of horses in the county. They came from 
Sam French's ranch, and their pedigree is good. Gurney, the 
"schoolmaster abroad," was ,vith us-a keen dialectician-and, 
fortunately, also H. B. Nicholas, of Portland, one of our Free
thought workers in that city, and the swift journey is one of 

. pleasant companionship, and" hope" and to luck" mingle in the 
warp and woof of life. But what is hope and what is luck even 
the schoolmaster cannot always decide. We" hope" for a safe 
journey, and "good luck" brings llS to the goal. 

'The stages start early in this country, for they ha.ve long miles 
to traverse. I get up at half past three l\fonday morning, and at 
a little after four am on my way via John Day town, over the 
big hills, to Fox Valley. It takes six miles of winding travel to 
-reach the top of the range. On every side are indications of 
vast volcanic eruptions, but more than c-ix: thousand years must 
have passed away since that tumultuous and fiery period. It was 
a peculiar and wonderful view that spread before me in the dusk 
of dawn. The sun was not ret up, but its comin; beams made a 
luminous gloom in the far valley below. I could jU3t discern the 
houses, the trees, and the course of the river. On all sides the 
m6untains towered and seemed to inclose the little city from the 
world. ,It was so silent that one might imagine that this were a 
buried'City and that the hills were giant sentinels in black robes, 

to keep off the profane intruder. It looked like a tomb-that 
mighty abyss 'amidst the lava peaks. Up we climb and the light 
increases, and the dark red smoke leaps to flames, and the heights 
take on the dazzling flush of day, and soon we are in the midst 
of the gorgeous dawn itself, while, the valley sinks away into pur~ 
pIe shadows. Over the topmost ridge we plunge' again into 
darkling forests and gullies, and somewhere towards noon s:rike 
into the broad extendingfiells and sand hills of Fox ValIer. 
This valley is about ten miles long and eight miles wide. At 
present there is no village in it-no store, or saloon, or steeple,' 
or even blacksmith shop. The post-office is a lone building 
about a mile off the road. ,As the postmaster has about 
fourteen children the only lodging-place for the Secular pilgrim 
would be the hayrick. However, the Liberal bishop of this dio
cese don't allow me to be stranded thusly. O. P. Platter is on 
hand, and before the dinner hour I am at his domicile, four miles 
from the post-office. Here I am laid up for a twenty-four hour's 
rest, for there is no kcture on Monday evening, and I don't ob
ject to the program. I am at home in this little cabin on the 
frontier, and, free from dust and care, I can look forth upon 
primitive nature; the beautiful encircling hills, the undulating 
bosom of the valley golden with harvest fields and dotted with 
prosperous homes. About eighty families are in here now, and 
all seem to be doing well. The Christians and the Liberals don't 
quarrel much about creeds. The school-house is called the 
church. Religious sen'ices are held there, and my lecture was 
advertised to be given in the" church in Fox Valley." The dars 
are delightful here, provided one can sit still and keep out of the 
dust. The weather is cool, the water freezing at night. The 
sunshine in the middle of the day is just warm enough to be 
comfortable and not oppressive. The sky is deep blue and· 
flecked with shining clouds. There is no monotony in the view. 
The broad sky bends above the broad valley. E~rth and heaven 
mingle in splendid peacefulness. I let the strearp of life flow on, 
with drowsy contemplation. I have a chance to study civilization 
in its original elements. ...1 am in the midst of genuine pioneer 
associations where the waves of progress beat upon savage soli~ 
tudes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Platter are old residents of Oregon and \Vash~ 
ington, and have experienced the changing fortunes of a new 
country. Thirty-three years ago Mr. Platter was fighting the 
Indians on \Vhite River, \Vashington. He was among the first to 
locate near Olym pia. Thirty-one years ago he went' by canoe from 
Olympia along the Sound to Frazier's River during the immense 
gold excitement. Afterwards he traveled into the \Valla Walla 
country, near Dayton. and from thence to Fox Valley, about 
three years since, where Uncle Sam's domain had not yet been 
fully taken up. At present, however. no valuable lands are left. 

Apparently there was not much Freethought· in the valley when 
Mr. Platter first came. The Christians were somewhat shv and 
afraid of the Infidel. The feeling, however, is passing' ~\\'ay, 
and Liberalism is beginning to be recognized as an intellectual 
and moral movement. OLir friends have pursued the even tenor 
of their way and the evohltion of time has \'indiCated the value 
"of deed and not creed." 

The lecture was given on Tuesday evening, and the" iittle 
church" was crowded to its utmost capacity. l\Iany of the Chris
tians promised to come, and 'they did come. Also there are 
quitea numberof Liberals in the valley, and all these were present. 
Both s.ide~ w~re well represented. It was a meeting that gave 
good mdlcation of popular interest and advancement, and is a 
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favorable opening for greater results in the future; 'Along with 
Mr. and Mrs. Platter I find a noble company of friends here who 
have come to stay; who are builders of the new civilization, not 
only on the br~,ast of earth but in the living fields of humanity. 

Over twenty names joined the State Union, and this shows 
great progress during' the last two years. If I had come here 
two years ago I hardly think a corporal's guard would have at
tended the lecture. 

John' Born, B. 1\1. Burton, W. O. Gentry, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Short, of Mt. Vernon; C. E. Lyon, L. W. Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. J. Wainscott, -J. D. 1-1anna, A. R.Cobbs, N. Born, Anna M. 
Born, Chas. Born, W. H. Shank, Chas. Wood, Robert Kincaid, 
and others, are on the roll with the thousann names which now 
represent the Oregon State Secular Union. 

I had quite an experience at Long Creek. The Christians at 
that place had the" dog in the manger" fit on with a ven1eance, 
and' were not going to allow the Infidel any chance at all. They 
had built a church, by popular subscription, which was to be for 
the benefit of all, yet, b~ing under the control of the Methodist 
church, its pious directors would not allow Freethought the use 
of the building although Freethinkers had contributed liberally 
to its fund. But these 'had no rights that the church was bound 
to respect. It was against its principles to permit a Secular lec
ture within its walls, but I understand that, under the sanction of 
the clergyman, it had been used to furnish a supper for a dancing 
party, and that the clergyman pocketefl the proceeds of the said 
supper, said 'supper consisting in the main of stolen chickens, to 
which the clergyman himself lent a hand, and unto this day the 
s'Jpper is named the" bob-t1.i1ed chicken supper" by the irrever
ent, for the stolen poultry was bob-tailed for the express purpose 
of preventing theft. \Vhen the clergyman, in his anxiety for a 
good supper for the profane dancers, laid hold of a "bobtail" he 
was told by his churchly coadjutor to "chuck it in, it's all the 
same." Nevertheless they had to pay for the chickens afterwards 
or take the consequences. Such was the religious material that 
refused the building for a Freethought lecture. It was altogether 

Creek heaved in view in the midst of a wild, uneven valley, with, 
its church on an eminence something after the New England 
style, I began to feel better.' I have an idea that the dust of this 
country is healthful if taken in sufficient quantities. Like all 
medicines," when taken to be well shaken," I myself was well 
shaken and the dust was too, and, taking it all round, the shaking 
effected a cure. Or was it a "faith-cure?" I arose from my 
bed, took the front seat, and was in. excellent trim when we 
arrived in front of the hotel at Long Creek. 

Charlie Sweek, of Hamilton, is one of the indomitable kind, 
and like the sturdy father of all the Beechers, "When he gets 
ready to let go,then he holds on." He will snatch victory 
out of defeat: With the church, school-house, and hall shut 
against us, he arranged with A. Blackman, the" village black. 
smith," who believes in the" Rights of Man," to hold our meet
ing in the upper part of his dwelling, occasionally used for 
dancing purposes. Lumber was procured, seats were made 
ready for the occasion, and by evening everything was in full 
blast for a successful Freethought lecture. They all came out 
and the room was overflowing. The Fox V~lley people sent a 
good delegation-Lewis Lyons, Wainscott, etc., besides Mr. and 
Mrs. Platter. The Christians were entirely defeated. \Vhen, in 
the course of my lectu~e, I said that I had not the slightest objec
tion to the Christian taking his aerial journey, but that I wanted 
him to buy his own ticket, the lady in front of me, an earnest 
Christian, who held the keys ,of the church, and who had charge 
of the stage-line, couldn't help bursting out, ""VeIl, he'll have to 
pay his stage fare when he leaves Long Creek." How she did 
revel in the idea of making me pay fare, and especially for excess 
of baggage on about five hundred pounds of Freethought litera
ture. What a sweet revenge. But it didn't come. My trans
portation was via Freethought lines, from Long Creek, and her 
purse was not made the richer by my stage fare, nor three cents 
per pound on Freethought books. Even the satisfaction of 
" cinching" me was denied the saints. I escaped all their clutches. 

Long Creek is one of the most unfavorable places along the 
too sacred for that, but not too sacred for a" bob-tail flush." The' road. but there are a few who stand gloriously by the flag. l\Iine 
same element also had control o(the school-house, and refused 
the use of that. The proprietor of the only hall in the place was 
a member of this pious fraternity and would not rent his hall. 
They expected to shut us out altogether, and on Tuesday ~vening 
word was sent from Long Creek for me not to come over, for 
there was no place for a lecture to be given, This, of course, 
aroused our indignation, and it was determined that I should go 
and that a lecture would be given in spite of the Christian tactics. 

I was on the sick list Wednesday morning and if it hadn't been 
as it was I should have remained in bed:' I was in bed until 
noon. Maxwell Ramsby, of Haystack, found me on my back. 
He was going to Canyon City on court business, but expected to 
return for the lectures. He was formerly of the Molalla country 
and was one of the first Infidels of the coast; crossed the plains 
in 1846 and brought Paine's works with him, and I guess that his 
was the first copy of Paine's works that reached this new country. 
Ever since then he has stood by the colors. It was a pleasure to 
meet this gray veteran of the primeval forest and plain. 

Friend Platter had a big lumber wagon, and he forthwith fixed 
me up a palace car accommodation, and I took up my bed-but I 
got ahead of the scriptural fellow. I didn't" walk," I rode. It 
was as comfortable as could be, and the jolting of the wagon over 
the mountain rO:ld cndled me to slumber and enabled me to 
take the dust with dreamy quietude, so that by the time Long 

host Waterbury, of the hotel, is as full of Freethought as a grape 
is of juice, and it has to come forth whether he wants it to or not. 
He must express himself. He is generous too, and did his share 
toward the expenses of the lecture, besides giving me entertain
ment. 

Ed. C. Allen; the leading merchant of the place, and who has 
done more than anybody else to build up Long Creek, is a splen
did ally indeeq. He is our mainstay at Long Creek, and one 
such good friend is an ofi'.:)et against all the difficulties which the 
Christians can furnish. I enjoyed the campaign at Long Creek. 
It cured me of all the ills that flesh is heir to, and on the follow
ing day I left it as well as ever. All the threatening aspects of 
the day before had vanished like a cloud in summer sky. 

I had a couple of days' rest before me, and these I intended 
to spend in the delicious solitude of Platter's ranch, where I had 
all that heart could wish, of books, friendship, talk, etc.; where 
the shining sky is blended with the shining earth. 

On our way ,home we met Joseph Putnam, of Monument, 
who is arranging for the lectures t+tere, and he consented to turn 
back and take dinner with us, and I was glad to shake ha,nds 
with such an enthusiastic worker in the cause. They are going 
to have a good time at Monument, and" trip the light fantastic 
toe," and make melody along with the march of human prQ1 
gress. Alas !.as Burns says: ' 
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"The best laid plans of mice and men 
Oft gang aglee." 

We had planned Friday to have a good time among ourselves 
in Fox Valley and on Saturdav and Sunday go over to Hamilton. 
But who sho~id put in an app~arance, Friday, almost before day
light, but the deputy sheriff, ,,,ho had a summons for Platter to 
serve on the jury at Canyon City! nearly thirty miles off, and he 
must be on hand Friday at one P. M. That spoiled all the fun. 
But there's no resisting the law, and our friend must go. He 
started on " Jacky," and I don't think "Jacky" liked the trip 
any better than we did, but he went that thirty miles in about 
four hours. Mrs. Platter and myselLwent over to \Vainscott's, 
and here we had a jolly time, children and all. Mrs. Wainscott 
is of Silverton, of the family of Jack, near Butte Creek. \Vain
scott used to ""ork with our Freethinking friend Kline, of Silver
ton,~o Silverton and Fox Valley, though separated by many a 
league, can give greeting. Mr. and 1\1rs. Short were to be with 
US, but were obliged to drive to Mt. Vernon that day. Mr. Lyons 
joined the company, and the children, Agnes, Delia, and Ralph, 
went in for a big romp, and declared emphatically that they did 
not believe that Jonah swallowed the whale, and they were also 
in sympathy with the little boy who wanted" once in awhile to 
go down to hell and play with the little devils." The shadows 
of superstition did not disturb us at all, and the bright afternoon 
flowed on to golden evening. 

In the middle of the night, Friday, as I rolled over to take a 
fresh sleep, I heard a weird voice at the corner of the house cry
ing, "On for Hamilton." It was Platter's. He had just got blck 
from Canyon. They didn't want him on the jury. It was a 
most cold-blooded murder case. There was no defense. 1\1r. 
Platter was asked if he objected to the insanity-dojge. He said 
that he did. The council for the defense instantly excused him. 
That is the way they make up juries in this county. The very 
atrodtv of the murder, I suppose, gives an excuse for the imanity 
plea. . T~\"o years ago only a jury of cow-boys could be im
paneled to try a murder case. It was a most outrage:)us, wilful 
killing, and yet the perpetrator was acquitted. No wonder that 
lynch-law is resorted to when justice so miscarries. 

\Vell, we were all rejoiced that Platter had got back, and now 
to-day, SaturdaY-l day of soft, ,,,arm sunshine, sweet g.-des, and 
bright, blue sky, and earth luminous-we are going o.ut of this 
shining valley to new scenes, and if all is as good as my experi
ence here! I shall not regret that I have taken my 'chances in 
this far country, where the locomotive whi&t1es a hundred miles 
away. If I am caught in a storm, there is no knowing when 
1 win get out. I might have to stay all winter. There has been 
a foot and a half of snow here by September I, some years. So 
far, fair weather holds the fort, and I hope it will until I am safe 
in Arlington. If I am lost I shall be found somewhere between 
Fox and Arlington. covered with dust or shrouded with snuw. 

Fox, September 14, 1889. SAllUEL P. PUTNAM. 

NOW FOR PORTLAND. 

Old residents inform us that the program me offered by the 
Oregon Secular Union's Convention at Portland, Oc~ober 12, 

13, and 14, will be the best ever :fforded a Portland audience. 
In the ·morning of Saturday, at 9 o'Clock, a celebrated band 
will render its best selections while the audience is being seated. 
At 10 o'clock the orchestra will lead the audience in singing 
., America," "A Thousand Years, My Own Columbia," and 
other patriotic songs. Miss Mattie Blaisdell will then present to 

the Convention a beautiful and costly bInner with appropriate 
address and reply. After music by a select choir, Mrs. Krekel, 
of Kansas City, will deliver the opening address. 

The followin3' eminent speakers will address the Convention: 
Elder Alonzo T. Jones, an orator delegated by the North Pacific 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists; Rev. Dr. Bloch, a Jewish 
rabbi; Ada B~llou, Prof. Geo. H. Dawes, C. B. Reynolds, Dr. J. 
L. York, Hon. P. O. Chilstrom, \V. S. Bell, and S. P. Putnam. 
Mrs. Seip will give some choice recitations. Professor Sermour 
has consented to open the Conference Monday morning. Other 
speakers have been invited. On Monday evening there will be 
an immense sociable and ball under the ma!?-agement of Mrs. 
Carrie E. Haight,' of East Portland,' and her blnd of lady assist?nts. 
The orchestra of six professors will furnish the music. Ladies 
will be admitted free, gentlemen one dollar, and a superb lunch 
furnished free by the ladies. 

This Convention, too, comes in the middle of the great fair, 
and visitors will be entitled to reduced rates on the railroads and 
rivers. 

This is about the last call that will be of avail to the Conven
tion. It is addressed to each and every person who can posdbly 
attend the meeting, and urges them all to do so. Also talk the 
matter up and get recruits. Those who cannot attend may show 
their desire to co-operate by sending financial support to C. Beal, 
President O. S. S. U., Portland, Or. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Fr.!:ethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 42 I Post street, Sunday 
evening, September 29, at 8 o'clock. 1\1r. Anderson will speak 
oh "Humanity's Needs." 

A STO~Y comes from Blltimore to the effect thlt Dr. Slmuel 
G~rner, professor of langulges at the U nitedStates Nav~l Ac,ldemy 
at Annapolis, who several years ago was a confirmed InfiJel, has 
lately been brought to see the error of his way, and is now a 
Cr.ristian. Hh conversion came ab:mt through intercourse with 
a minister in the" far West," whither he had fled to bury in for
g~lfulness the memory of a young Christian woman who refused 
to marry him as an Infidel. After his second birth Dr. Guner 
corresponded with the young lady, with the result that he returned 
to Baltimore and married her. The story reads weB and makes 
a good romance, but we do 110t believe there is any tru:h in it. 

INGERSOLL'S definition of morality is this: "That which increases the 
sum of human happiness is moral; that which diminishes the sum of hu
man happiness is immoral." . Now the question is, do Colonel Ingersoll's 
teachings increase or diminish the sum of human happiness? • Are they 
moral or immoral?-Lead City Tribune. 

. \Ve should say that the teachings of Ingersoll do increase the 
sum of human happiness. Nothing he ever wrote can make 
any person unhappy except a minister. 

THE Nationalist Sodety of S ..m Frand3co appears to be in a 
way to achieve suc,::ess as an organization. One hundred people 
are reported to have been turned away from its meeting in the 
Palace Hotel last S.lturday evening, for want of room. 

ANOTHER Christ is reported. Frederick Gray was arrested in 
Berkeley last Sunday and taken to the county jail as insane. He 

. imagines that he is the me3siah and spent the day in the county 
jail preaching to the prisoners. 
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THE Sunday crusade in the southern part of the state is actu
ally doing g.)od, chiefly by the opposition it has awakened, but 
also in letting the people see jU3t wh).t the Sabbatarians are after. 
Under the htter he.ld cc>mes the confession of \V. F. \Vheeler in 
the Lls An,3'eles Tribune, thlt "when Sunday rest to all classes 
of society b~comes the law of the land, then many discourage
ments and hindranc~s a3'aimt the growth of the Christian church 
will dislppelr." Certainly; and those "discouragements and 
hindrance.:;" thlt hap;?~ned to be in the form of Freethinkers 
would" disappear" behind prison bus. That is what the S.lb
batarians are praying for. 

THIS plragraph occurs in the National Reformer, Charles 
Bradlaugh's paper: 

"The strike of the printers' laborers promis~s to be successful. They 
struck for 205. a week, and 6d. overtime. Several leading firms have 
agreed to the demand, and the men are returning to work under the new 
rates. A Union is being formed, and members are joining rapidly." 

\Vages must be low when men have to strike to get five dol
lars a week. 

THE Rev. James \Voolford and Isaac VanSickle, trustees of 
the United Brethren's College at Hartsville, Ind., are an un
scrupulous plir of rasclls. During the absence of ChaTles Snyder 
they visited his insane' wife, lo::::king themselves in a room with 
her and remaining there until they had induced her to give them 
a $zo,o::>::) c:leck for the benefit of their college. Snyder has be
gun ;5uit in the courts of Columbus to recover the amount. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

"Alastor," the able writer whose original and adapted articles 
form so attractive a feature of the Toronto Secular Thought, has 
paid FREETHOUGHT the compliment of copying the larger part of 
an editorial that appeared in this paper three weeks ago. 1\Tr. 
E. C. \Valker hlS also shown his appreciation of the Slme article 
hy reprinting it entire in Fair Play. I am none the less flattered 
by this tribute because the matter copied was from mv p~n and 
is by "Alastor" credited to my noble coadjutor, Mr. Putnam. I 
judge that it is a plea~ing event in the career of all young authors 
when they accomplish a thing sufficiently "remarkable," "timely," 
and "weighty" to be mistaken for the work of somebody else. 

B. F. Underwood lectured last Sunday evening before the 
Freethought Society in Union Square Hall. In making arrange
ments for this lecture 1\lr. Underwood, to avoid giving me any 
trouble about it, corresponded with other parties. The other 
parties sought my advice and counsel, and finally left the matter 
with me altogether. I sent no~ices to the papers, caused dodgers 
to be distributed on the streets, executed large posters to place in 
front of the hall, advertised in the Sunday journals, and secured 
a gentleman of age, dignity, and ability to presicle. It was there
fore quite- gratifying to me, when I reached Union Square Hall 
o.n the evening of Sunday. to find an audience of fully three hun
dred assembled there. Some had come in from out of town, 
1\1r. Philip Cowen, of Pe~aluma, and Mr. T. L. Grigsby, of Napa, 
among olhers. ' , 

Professor Joran gave an improvisation on the piano, which he 
brought to a graceful close as the Hon. F.13. Perkins too!{ the 
platrorm to introduce the speaker. 

1\lr. Underwood was received with applause. He spoke upon 
"The Evolution of Religion," referring first to evolu:ion in its 
other aspects-organic evolution~ the evolution of langulge, and 
socitt evolution. Theologians admit the presence of evolution 
in these dep::trtments, but hold to a different dispensati;m in mat
ters of theology. To be consi~tent, however, they must apply the 
same process in all cases, including religion. Christianity is a 
natural modification of pre-existing religions, all of which have a 
genetic kinship, as Mr. Underwood remarked. 

The discourse lasted for an hour and a half. Mr. Underwood 

is a pleasing speaker and engages the mind with profitable rcflec
tion, while the ear and eye are attracted by his fine rhetoric and 
graceful delivery. He has a substantial appearance, with his 
broad shoulders, rotund form, and intellectual countenance. He 
has less hair than many smaller men, but his juvenile mou:,tache 
preserves in him a suggestion "Of youthfulness. Mr. Underwood 
called several times at this office, renewed his subscription, and 
had a smoke with me, he using a cigar which he had brought 
with him, while I lit a'pipe I had often used before. He reports 
a wide circulation of FREETHOUGHT in the localities he has visited, 
and that the Liberals feel a just pride in th~ir Pacific coast paper. 
From here he goes to Tulare county, and will lecture at Lemoore, 
Hanford, and Tulare. 

On Sunday afternoon lVrr. Underwood spoke in Oakland. I 
was unable to attend, and Mr. Schou has not reported the occa
sion. but I learn from other sources that though the attendance 
was small the audience was attentive and intelligent, and every
thing passed off enjoyably. Mr. Underwood will always be 
warmly welcomed whenever he can return to this vicinity. 

A subscriber in National City has offered a prize of two-bits 
for the best metrical composition on the" railroad section boss." 
He says he is surprised that the subject has been so long neg
lected, and in the hope of atoning in some measure for the in
justice done he offers the above tempting reward. He kindly 
!!ives me the initiative, which I take thus. I have seen the section 
b03s myself: 

'Vho has not had the fortune in this world to run across 

That noble specimen of man, the railroarl section boss, 

Has lived in vain and cannot know the greatness of his loss. 


The Boss he is a modest man of unassuming mien, 

The expression of his countenance the humblest ever seen, 

And in his eye there's naught of that denominated" green. ,; 


You will find him at the crossing, with his gang of two or three, 

Like a Standish and his army in the Plymouth colony, 

And when he gives an order he begins the same with D. 


At smoking he i<; regular, and likewise at his meals. 

And when the time to quit arrives he stops because he feels 

That promptness is a virtue which no faithful man conceals. 


On th~ morning of election he gathers in his men, 

And takes them to the polling-place upon the gravel train, 

And in the afternoon he comes and voles them all again. 


H:! draws his monthly stip~nd in an ostentations way, 
But lives a vague, uncerlain life made dubious day by day 
'Twixt the f\!ar of a reduction and the hope of better pay. 

If you have never met the man you cannot know your loss, 
For h\!'s the noblest specim~n you'll ever run across. 
So sayeth one who's worked b!neath the railroad section boss. 

It has been said frequently that one-half of the world is igno. 
rant of how the remaining moiety exists, and I often think it is 
well for the peace and happiness of the better-conditioned that 
such is the fact. I have lately had occasion to see something of 
life among those who are poorer than I am. It came about 
through;he arrest of what I beIi~ve to be an innocent man, and 
I will proceed to relate the circumstances. The story promises 
to be long, but it is truthful, and may give some insight into the 
workings of justice and injustice. So here it is: 

John Doe Bushrod is an elderly and eccentric man who for 
the past three years has resided at No. 13 Cannibal Place, a short 
alley leading off one of Sln Francisco's unfrequented streets. 
There is a grocery upon one corner of Cannibal Place, where it 
joins the street, and a bakery up:m the other. It is made up of 
stab!es, the rear ends of Chinese laundries, and a few cheap tene
ments. .No. I 3is at the foot of this alley, and is occupied by 
Fortune·Legru, a Frenchman, and his tenants. John Doe Bush
rod lived in the rear of No. 13, in a room on the ground floor of 
a two-story shanty with stairs on the front. The shanty bounds 
one side of a court sixteen feet square, reached by an alley-way 
running out of Cannibal Place. The upper story is occupied by 
Ignacio Moleros and his family; the ground floor by l\Irs.Maria 
Harry and, up to a fcw days ago, the aforesaid John Doe Bl1shrod, 
their apartments being separated only by thin board partitions. 
Bushrod is a bachelor, living alone and cooking his owt;l food. 
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Nearly all the other residents, with the exception of Mrs. Moleros, cent restaurants for $2" a month. Thought he was of slight 
are absent during the day. account in this wide and unfriendly world. Sighed deeply. 

On the morning of Wednesday, September 18, 1889, Mrs. Fortune Legru, landlord, knew nothing of the case, but hoped 
Moleros heard screams in the court, and looking out of her sec- Bushrod would move. Didn't know how Mrs. Harry earned a 
ond-story door in the shanty, saw John Doe Bllshrod standing in livelihood, but she called herself a dressmaker. Mrs. Legru could 
the court below with a knife in his hand. Mrs. Maria Harry, not speak English, and I found no one else to talk with except a 
the author of the screams, had gone out into Cannibal Place for small shaggy dog with a large bark, which, proving- to be ill-tem
a policeman to arrest Bushrod, whom she accused of assaulting pered, I jabbed with my stick and then kicked off the stairs. All 
her. Bushrod thereupon locked up his room and absented him- the inhabitants of the place knew me, as I had been referred to 
self during the day. '~often by Bushrod as a person who would protect him and avenge 

In the evening he called upon me at my home and apprised his wrongs. Other residents of Cannibal Place were dirty chil
me of his expected arrest. He told me that the boys of the dren, coarse young girls, bold, slangy, and prematurely depraved; 
neighborhood, and he suspected Mrs. Harry'S boys were among and fleas of enormous size, whose gambols would be interesting 
them; were in the habIt of waiting for him in the alley and mash- if their bite were not so dangerous. The place made me sick. 
ing his hat down over his ears. He showed his hat dented and . My next interview was with the butcher, who ridiculed the 
broken by their blows. On the morning in question, while arrest, and denied that Bushrod had had hi~ (the butcher's) knife 
washing his breakfast dishes-a knife and plate-at the common in his possession at the time of the alleged assault. 
hydrant in the yard, he was accosted unpleasantly by l\Irs. Harry. - In the mean time Bushrod's case had come up in court, and 
He turned toward her, but before he had time to do more than been continued upon motion of counsel, Judge Sawyer, who ad
look at her with a severe glance, she raised a cry of murder, or vised me to interview the prosecuting "attorney and state the 
words to that effect" and ran- out for a policeman. Bushrod probable facts. The prosecuting attorney was not to be foun 1 
calmly put away his utensils and decamped. He was unable to in the court building, court having adjourned, and Mr. Sawyer 
say whether the knife which frightened Mrs. Harry was a com- and myself set out to hunt him up, taking in aU the hostelries of 
mon table-knife or a meat knife that he had been sharpening for the neighborhood. \Ve found him at last-an agreeable young
the butcher on the corner; but he denied any intent to lise either man of pleasing address, no superfluous airs, and with plenty of 
lIpon the person of his estimable neighbor. go::>d hard sense. He listened to my defense of Bushrod, and 

I advised Dushrod to go to a lodging-house and stay lintil the inquired his habits and calling. I was able to testify that the 
affair blew over, offering him two-bits to pay for his bed. He accusea was a teetotaler, of industriQuS habits, and earned his 
declined to take anything except the advice. The next morning lhrelihood by selling reform literature. The attorney remarked 
at 7 o'clock he was waiting for me in front of the house, and that if he got his living that way he must be industrious, and a 
when I emerged informed me that, according to the butcher on crank to boot, to which I readily assented. The attorney was 
Cannibal Place, there was no more danger, as the police officer reticent and made no promises, but Judge Sawyer, who had 
had declined to make the arrest. \. heard our dialogue, congratulated me upon having made a good 

The following morning at 9 o'clock Judge W. D. Slwyer, a impression. At this point I stimulated our counsel with a piece 
venerable lawyer practicing in the police court, came to this office of coin, and he extended courteous acknowledgment. I also 
and said a man named Bushrod was at the station house, ch:uged interviewed the captain of the precinct, with a view to having 
with assault to murder, and desired to see me. The man, he Bu::;hrod removed to the hospital. "The captain promptly sum
said, appeared to be without friends or counsel. At 10 o'clock I" moned a physician, who examined the prisoner and pronounced 
went to the station house, interviewed Bushrod, and engaged him sound in mind and body, and the removal scheme fell 
Judge Sawyer to look after his case. Dushrod intrusted me wiLh through. 
his keys and valuables. . On th; f::>l1o\vi~g dar I saw the arresting party, :Mrs. Harry, 

The turnkeys and attendants at the station house impressed with the mtent of mducmg her to withdraw the suit. She d~
me as a good-natured lot of men. They were certainly polite clined, not so much on account of the offense charged as because 
and accommodating. The jail is not a pleasant place. If it Bushrod was an uncongenial neighbor. Her boys aged 12 and 
were cleaner, lighter," and dryer, it might look like a menagerie, 14 were learning to play the cornet and bass horn. They prac
but the illusion would be dispelled at sight of the evil and ghastly ticed about thre~ hours every evening to the discomfort of Bush
faces peering forth between the bars. Blear-eyed drunks, beetle- ro~, who, failinj by entreaty to persuade them to desist, procured 
browed perpetrators of assaults, sharp-faced sneak thieves-every a large tin receptacle and thumped it industriously while the boys 
species of criminal was there; and in one cell.sat a ?edizened ble~v their horns. Mrs. Harry had evidently long cherished a 
female, in a loud costume and feathered hat, as If posmg for a deSire to be avenged on the old man, and improved the first 
photograph. She returned the gaze as scornfully and independ- opportunity offered. "Nong, nong," said Mrs. Harry; "he vair 
ently as though she had been outside the bars and the looker-on b'ld man. How can my sons play when he make so much noise? 
a feion behind them. I did not enjoy myself at all while looking Nong, nong." 
at these people. \Vhen the court opened Saturday morning I was present; 

I next repaired to Cannibal Place, with a note from Bu::;hrod Counsellor S:lwyer was at his post; Bushrod looked at us appeal
to Mrs. Harry saying that if she would drop the prosecution he ingly from the prisoners' pen; the presiding judge beamed be
would return the favor by leaving her neighborhood. Mrs. Harry nignly from the bench; " Hear ye, hear ye!" cried the clerk, 
was out, but Mrs. l\tloleros was at home and testified that she had but nobody he.ud what he said. The cases of drunks, thieves, 
witnessed the assault. Didn't see the knife, the plate, or the thugs, and juvenile delinquents were settled rapidly, and then 
dishcloth, but believed the knife to have been one borrowed that of Bushrod came on. The clerk read the indictment charg
from the butcher by Bushrod '''ith a view to carving Mrs. Harry. ing that Joh? Doe Bushrod had assaulted Mr~. Maria Harry 
I asked her where she stood at the time of the assault, and where intending to commit a felony, said as~au1t being made with a 
Bushrod stood. She explained the situation, but upon ex peri- deadly weapon, to wit, a knife, with intent to cut stab carve 
menting I found she must have been entirely out of sight of the etc., there being malice aforethought, and other ~vil designs: 
parties. Antone Moleros, aged 10, knew nothing about the case, Then the bailiff shouted for the arrestinO" officer and the wit
but was in the habit of playing with Bushrod, who .tr7ated him nesses. Their names rang through theO corridors, but there 
kindly. George Moleros, aged 4, could speak no EnglIsh exc~pt was no response. This did not surprise me, as 1 had reason to 
IIgimma da mon," which I responded to with a nickel, when he suspect that they would not be present. Then Counset1or Saw
immediately disappeared. I interviewed P. B. "Vest, who de- yer arose and in a few words set forth the facts as I had told them 
scribed himself as a hash-slinger, and occupied a room across to the prosecuting attornevand the police captain. The judge 
the court from ~lrs. Harry'S. He k?ew the boys mashed Bush- smiled. I came forward ~md was presented as the employer of 
rod's hat over Ins head; knew nothmg more and preferred to Bushrod. Counsel moved that defendant be released on his own 
talk about himself; was out of work and despondent. Had a recognizance. The judge looked at prosecutino attorney· attor
poor opinion of hash-slingers like himself who worked in fifteen- ney nodded assent, the gate of "the prisoners' pen swung open, 
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and John Doe Bushrod was free for a few days. As I passed 
out the attorney saii that he. depended upon me to see that the 
defendant kept away from his uncongenial surroundings in Can
nibll Place. which responsibility I shouldered at once. Eu ,hrod 
took a good long pull of fresh air; then he chartered an express 
wagon, and in a few momen~s we were 101.ding his effects aboard 
the same. 1\[rs. Harry was at home. S:le e\'iJemly experienced. 
surprise at seeing her prisoner, and inquired h')w much it had 
cost us to bribe the court. The children all bid Bushrod good
b,'e, and the bu~cher c~me Ollt to wave him an adieu as he rode 
triumphantly'.~way .. 

Next week I will relate what might be called the denouement 
of Bushrod's remarkable Clse. M. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

E. H. Platt and John Allen, all the way from New York on 
horseback, reached S2m Francisco last Saturday, after riding 
nearly 4000' miles. They were 131 days makin~ the journey. 
--The State Fair, which closed at Sacramento Sept. 2 r, is pro
nounced the most successful ever held.--Italian citizens of 
San Francisco celebrated last Sunday, the 19th anniversary of 
the downfall of papal power in Rome.--Justice Stephen J. 
Field is on his way east. He is accompanied by two marshals, 
one of whom is said to be Neagle.--John Slater, the Medium
istic Wonder, was shot at on the streets of. this city one day last 
week by a man who claims to have lost money by trusting in 
spirit messages obtained through Slater.--The new steel cruiser 
San FranciscO', now in course of construclion for the United 
States Government at the Union Iron \Vorks, this city, is rapidly 
nearing completion. She will be launched about the 26th of 
October. 

Priest Butler, a Catholic clergyman who eloped from Jersey 
City, N. J., and got married four years ago, ha~ de!)erted his wife 
and petitioned his bishop to be let back into the priesthood.-.
Fifty-one persons were killed by a landslide at Quebec, Can., 
last week.--A wealthy man named Matthews exoerimented 
with an opium pipe in a Chinese joint at Butte, Mont., on the 
21 st, and died from the effects of his smoke.--The adherents 
of a rebellious priest named Marcil. of Polk count~r, Minn., who 
had been unfrocked by his bishop, set fire to the church last Sat
urday night and burned it to the ground.--Two members of 
the United Brethren church at Columbm, Ind., recently visited 
:1\1rs. Snyder, an insane woman of that place, in the absence of 
her husband, and induced her to give them $20,000 for their 
church college.--Jurors are being slowly secured for trying 
the Cronin murder case in Chicago.--The.survivor of a prize
fight which resu1ted fatally in St. Louis last week is to be tried 
for manslaughter, and several sports are under arrest as partici
pants in the crime. 

\Vilkie Collins, the English novelist, is dead.--At the 
French elections held last Sunday Boulangists and Monarchists 
were defeated. Boulanger received strong support from the 
Catholic church.--Latest ad vices report recent floods in Japan 
which have drowned 10,000 people. 

IF I had lived in Palestine, a contemporary df Jesus, I feel 
morally certain I should have acknowledged him as leader; for, 
where a definite picture at all flames up from the blurred canvas 
of the gospels, it is that of a high-souled and enthu;:,i~tic mystic 
and visionary, whose kingdom was not of this world. I care not 
about the historic personalitv; I care for the divine ideal. \Vhat 
means the fearful irony of fate which makes this pure and un
selfish Galilean nominally responsible for the most corrupt and 
selfish system that ever befooled and cursed mankind? This is 
a poor ~\'orld and era for the aspirant for righteousness-for him 
who yearns after spiritual purity, and who, ascending tv divine 
heights, is the dreamer of prophetic dreams. But yet, over the 
gulf of sordid meanness and spiritual blindness, there can be de
scried the promise of the faint dawning of a day when the Christ 
shall live because the priest is dead.-Saladin. 

"The Story of an African Farm,". a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 

HOW LONG? 

Is it not a serious thought, thlt after a life of toil and strife of 
nearly sixty years, one must soon lay it down with the knowledge 
that we are but little nearer that goal for which we have so long 
striven, Universal Mental Libert)'. Is it possible that we too, 
Christlike, must soon lay down this life in agonr with the sad, 
sad thought that time mu~t roll on, and the battle for liberty to 
speak one's honest convictions be fought over by generations yet 
unborn? 

How long, oh, how long, must suffering humanity, cringing 
slavelike, bow the.suppliant knee to politicians, priests, popes, and 
potentates-drones in the hive of industry, which even the poor 
insects have the instinct to destroy when they have fulfilled their 
usefulness; while we, the most exalted of all earth's creatures, 
are willing, generation after generation, to bow down in meek 
submission, to fawn over them and feed them on the fat of the 
land. May God (if there is a God) speed the day where man shall 
be loosed from the chains and fetters of the mind, and be allowed 
to soar in the realms of Universal Mental Liberty is my devout 
prayer. \Vhat is life to the honest, noble-minded Freethinker, 
denied the privilege of at all times expressing his honest convic
tions without the eternal fear of having his bread and butter cut 
short? "I know not what course others may choose, but as for me, 
give me liberty or give me death," and above all, libertv of the 
mind. B. B. ROCK\VOOD. 

San Pasqual. 

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for October will be a "Horace 
Seaver Memorial Number." It will contain Colonel Ingersoll's 
oration, obituary articles and notices by James Parton, Thaddeus 
B. Wakeman, Parker Pillsbury, Dr. R. B. Westbrook, Susan H. 
\Vixon, and Harry Hoover; also a fine portrait of Mr. Seaver and 
an editorial article on Horace Seaver, including numerous selec
tions from his writings. The magazine will be on our table, to 
be sold at 20 cts. per copy. 

B. F. U~DERWOOD, after giving lectures at Hanford, Lemoore, 
Tulare, and Healdsburg, Ca1., goes to Salt Lake City, where he 
will speak the first SundlY in October, and where he may be 
addressed in care of Mr. H. P. Mason. 

OBITUARY. 

DIED:-tn Diamond ValIey, Sept. 2, John 'Varren, only child of Mr. 
and Mrs. P. A. Clark, aged one year ten months and six days. Warnie 
was a bright little boy, the joy and pride of father and mother, and the 
household pet. He was just beginning to appreciate and return the love 
so lavishly bestowed upon him. Mr. and Mrs. Clark have the heartfelt 
sympathy of the entire community.·-San Jacinto Register. 

Friend Clark asks us to print the above and add what consolation 
there ~ay be to offer. \Ve can only say there is no consolatioll except 
the knowledge that merciful Time may lessen the acuteness of grief; that 
sorrow consumes itself at last; that whatever of trouble might have been 
in store for the little one, had he lived, is spared him now. ,. We cannot 
tell which is the more fortunate-the child dying in its mother's arms, 
b~fore its lips have learned to form a word, or he who journeys all the 
length of life's uneven road, painfully taking the last slow steps with 
staff and crutch." "May be that death gives all there is of worth to life. 
If those we press and strain within our arms could never die, perhaps 
that love would wither from the earth. May be this common fate treads 
from out the paths between our hearts the weeds of selfishness and hate. 
The larger and the nobler faith in all that is and is to be fells us that 
death, even at its worst, is only perfect rest." 

FRlE~DS of FREETHOUGHT-and we count every reader as a 

friend-should remember that the present is the dull season for 

papers whose circulation is principally rural. Realizing this, 

they do not need more than an intimation that whatever they are 

ahle to do for this paper will be most timely if done now. Send 

us subscribers, renewals, book orders, or any other form of en

couragement you may be moved to extenu. 
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AN OPEN LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WESTBROOK. 

DEAR FRIENDS: I have so many letters of inquiry regarding 
the American Secular Union that I must reply in print. Yes, 
Mr. Stevens and Mrs. Freeman have resigned, and Foote, Wett
stein, and myself are the only officers remaining. But we are 
firm and hopeful, and expect to make a good report to the Con
gress next month. I could say much of the mistakes of the past, 
but I prefer to speak of the future. As to the corning Congress, 
I am in favor of making it mainly a business conference, having 
little if any public-platform speaking. ' 

The time has come for deliberate action. If our friends all 
over the country do not feel interest enough to attend this meet
ing, in the present crisis, I want to know it. Those who cannot 
possibly attend should write me fully and freely, as to their views 
~nd purposes, and let me know how much money they c~n 
afford to give for next year's campaign. 

All our friends are cordially invited to take part in this confer
ence whether they are regular delegates or not. I am in favor 
of amending our constitution by making it shorter and yet more 
explicit. 

Several classes of Liberals, outside of "orthodox Infidels," 
should be interested and actively employed in promoting our 
"Nine Demands." The Spiritualists are probably the most 
numerous class of Liberals in the world, and would all favor 
Secular government if properly treated. So with the free Re
ligionists, the Unitarians, Uni versalists, Hicksite Quakers, Pro
gressive Jews, the various German societies, and Labor Reform 
associations, and last, not least, the Ethical Cu1turists. It remains 
to be seen whether we are wise enough and broad enough to en
list all these reformers. Indeed there is no reason why we should 
not enroll in the ranks of State Seculariz<ttion multitudes of 
Catholics and orthodox Protestants. 

But we must confine ourselves, as an organization, to the one 
object of a complete separation of church and state, while as in
dividuals we may hold and work for our own peculiar views. \Ve 
need more thorough organization, and in fact we ought to have a 
legal existence, by an act of incorporation. This I could get 
through the courts of Philadelphia. 

There are other matters of practical importance that will be 
apparent in the proposed amendments to our constitution, of 
which the required notice will be given soon. Meanwhile let us 
keep things in motion, and come together next month in a good 
liberal spirit, prepared to bury the dead past, and to meet the 
situation in the true spirit of heroic patriotism. 

. R. n. WESTBROOK. 

1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia, Sept. 20, 1889. 

DI:q JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD? * 

Xl. 

And then, as if heaven had gone out of its way to take special 
pains and had resorted to supererogation to make the "Holy 
Scrip:ures" absolutely and utterly untrustworthy and absurd, so 
that, for their want of belief, it might damn all mankind that 
were worth the damning, and thereby reserve its" many man
sions" for fools exclusively, it managed to transmit .hese gospels 
to Christendom through the hands of the most pious forgers and 
devout liars that the best Ananiases of the earth e\'er begat, and 
the finest Sapphiras of the world ever bore and suckled. \Vrig
gling to prominence amid the spawn of mendacity, we have lying 
Euseb~us. Before the age of his master, Constantine, whose 
guilty and gore-stained hand he licked, Eusebius could find few 
or no Christian records. No library of Greece or Rome had 
opened its shelves to such literary floor-sweepings. But Eus.ebius 
was equal to the occasion. The recordless ravings of the illiterate 
were difficult to codify into three hundred years of history. But 
now Constantine, the murderer, debauchee, and dandv, hAd built 
the Christian howling house on the august site of the pagan fane; 
and something rtquired to be don:! for the road-scrapings of a 
religion whose rabble at the l\lilvian Bridge had turned the tide 
of battle in his favor. The hour had come, and Eusebius was 
the man. 

*lly Saladin, editor of the Agnostic Journal. 

Eusebius. as we have said, licked the hand of the imperial 
crimin~l who first took Christianity under the protection of the 
state, and then commenced to wriLe the history of three hundred 
years of pious fraud and superstitious ChlOS. On this subject, in 
case it may be deemed I misrepresent him as regards the charac
ter of the work he undertook, I will permit him to speak for 
himself. " I freely confess," he says of his work, "it will crave 
indulgence, especially since, as the first of th03e that have en
tered upon the subject, we are attempting a kind of trackless and 
unbeaten path. Looking up with prayer to God as our guide, we 
trust, indeed, that we shall have the power of Christ as our ~id, 
though we are totally unable to find even the bare vestiges of 
those who may have traveled the way before us." (Ecclesiastical 
History, i. I.) A 

A writer who looks back over the lapse of three centuries :;md 
is "totally unable to find even the bare vestiges" of the matter 
with which he proposes to deal, must evolve his facts out of his 
imagination, and weld them together by means of good, hard 
lying. For this task of dragging three hundred ye~lrs of history 
all out of his own head, Eusebius was just the man, and he lived 
just at the proper time and among the proper people to enable 
him to launch such a history with Sllccess. Eusebiu3 was not 
concerned to narrate what had the strongest probability to be 
true; but he was concerned to record whatever he deemed might 
best serve the purpose of the task he had set himself-viz., to 
write a history of Christianity full of the marvelous and the terri
ble, and suited to the taste and acceptance of the ignorant and 
superstitious masses over which it was now the business of the 
state to fling the ominous shadow of the Cro3S. This Eusebius is 
·candid enough to admit. "Whatsoever, therefore," writes he, 
"we deem likely to be advantageous to the proposed subject we 
shall endeav(;r to reduce to a compact body by historical narra
tion." 

In the hands of a writer like Eusebius there was no difficultv 
in raising Christ from the dead. The only wonder is that he did 
not make him jump into the air five miles high, with the stone 
~epulchre at his heels, and Mary Magdalene and "the other 
Mary" in his arms.. He, quite as a matter of course, remarks, 
"the de"d have been raised, and have continued with us many 
rears" (Ecclesiastical History, v. 7); so with Eusebius it must 
have seemed a poor, stale, fiat, and unprofitable thing for Christ 
to rise from the dead. Tertullian could tell a more clever story 
than Eusebius in the locomotive corpse line. He gravely relates 
how a certain corpse most obligingly moved aside in the sepul
chre to make room for another corpse that was brought there to 
bear it com pany. (vide On the Resurrection of the Flesh, chap. 
xlii.; De Anima, chap. xxxix.) Glorious persons these saints 
and carly fathers. Be ye unmitigated liars, and by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciple~. 

Paul, the very Corypha;us of Christianity, straightforwardly put 
the query, " If the truth ofGod hath more abounded through my 
lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged as a sinner?" (Ro
mans iii. 7.) Peradventure, this lie of his, in regard to the resur
rection of Christ, is the particular lie he had in his head when he 
put the above· extenuating query. \Vhen Paul lied to promote 
the glory of God he lied perhaps well, but certainly not wisely. 
He makes bjs phantom appear first to Cephas, then to the 
twelve, and then to "above five hundred brethren at once, of 
whom the greater part remain unto this present; but some are 
fallen asleep." (1 Corinthians, xv. 6.) Next the wraith was seen 
by James, and last of all by Paul himself, "one born out of due 
time." And this Canon \Vestcott, a great authority on lively 
corpse~,"asserts to be authentic history, and not a Pauline lie for 
the glory of God. Although" the brethren," at the time of the 
flight skyward, "together were about one hundred and twenty," 
yet over five hundred out of the hundred and twenty saw the 
party who had tired so soon of Joseph of Arimathea"s tomb, and 
who took a trip to Galilee and a fiy to heaven. He was seen 
by three hundred and eighty people that did not exist! And 
this Canon vVestcott claims as veritable history! Then, as I 
have before pointed out, if he was seen by the twelve, he was 
seen by J udas,although Judas by this time· had had his neck 
stretch~d a yard long, and was minus his entrails 1 A pretty 
party, mdeed, to have a look at Jesus or anyone else ! And this, 
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Canon \Yestcott contends, is veritable historv! \Vhen Canon 
\Vestcott, or anyone else, take3 to the establishment and defense 
of a position so desperate, he too is deceivinO' in the service of 
Christ. 0 

THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

Adolph Roth, of Dayton, 'V. T., sends $5 on expenses. "Yours 
for truth" tells what is melnt. 

W. 'Yedeken, of Montesano, Chehl.lh county, Washin:ston, 
s:!nd" $7.50 as follows: vV. \Vedeken, $1; F. Lessmann, 50 
cents; J. Pike, $1; A. Radical, $1; C. C. Glenn, $1; J. M. Strat
ton, $1; C. C. Tunnicli£I: $1; S. A. Llmb, $1. "I am glad to 
see the notices of the coming c)nvention, and that Liberal 
le:turer3 will do their work thi3 time without fee." This brother 
writes a good letter. If he. gets to the meeting will tell us some 
truths. 

.Elder Alonzo T. Jones, of Oakland, writes us again that he 
WIll be ~er~. ':We stand upon principle and not upon policy. 
The pnnclple IS uncompromising opp03itioll to ecclesiastical 
legislation." . 

This key-note has no uncertain sound. Let every Liberal pa
per in t~e world pass it around. Elder Jones will probably speak 
at two 0 clock to accommodate his many church-members who 
live in the country. 

To this date, I hav:- only spent. twenty-five dollars and fifty 
cents for the conventIon. The pnnters are at work now on two 
thousand letters and two thousand cards which will cost fifteen 
dollars more.. Other expenses must be incurred im mediately. 

Reuben WrIght, of ~Iolalla, says, "I am with you in your ef
forts to make the meetIng a grand success. \Vill send on five 
dollars, and be with you the 12, 13, and 14. of October, with aU 
the funds I can raise, and pass the word to all who will come." 

\~e. receive many inspiring letters. This one seems a Jittle 
SUSPI~IOUS. "President Beal, you are going to have a terriQle big 
meetIng. You are the right man in the right place. I am not 
able to go anything on expenses this rear. \Vrite and let me 
knm~ when the biggest ,crowd will be there, as my business is 
pUShl~g me so that I can t attend but one meeting. In fact, the 
talk WIll do me no ?"ood, as I am bald-headed and it will all slip 
off. ~Iy son has ~lS money loaned out, and says he wil1 not pay 
anythmg for dancmg. Four or five of my daughters will be at 
the ball. They take a great interest in the cluse." 

W. H. Breese sends these names to the constitution from 
Talent: 

. H. J. Terrill, Lucy A. Terrill, Delbert Terrill Charlev Terrill 
\V. Beeson, ~. C. Stock, H. Aumerman, George Anderson, \V: 
H. ~reese, ElIzabeth Breese. R03etta \Vaters, A. E. Howe, James 
Pun'ls, Samuel Culver, O. L. Stearn5. I. K. Drake, 'Vm. High, 
~. K. An.derson. S. Carlile, J03eph Robinson, A. 1\1. Clemens, 
Ii r.ank Sp~cer. From Ashland: L. E. Paine, Lucy E. Paine, 
Clifton Pame, Grace Paine, John Holton, Mrs. H. C. Holton, J. 
B. Plummer, John R. Hutchings, 1\1. A. Carter. 

See the friends of freedom comin tT , 

Bid them welcome to our band: 
Flaunt our banner on the breezes, 

Let it float o'er every land. 

\Velcome, friends, we bid you welcome, 
Brothers, sisters, welcome we; 

Swell our numbers till our voices 
Fill the land from sea to sea. 

Look! the sun of freedom shining-, 
Filling earth with men who're free; 

Freedom's host is still advancing 
To the world's grand jubilee. 

.Dr. J. L. York and wife will stop while at the convention 
WIth A. F. ~eunert, 141 South First street. Mrs. Addie Ballou 
and Mrs. Scott Briggs will call on Miss Blaisdell at 363 Third 
street, and be assigned places. 

J:'lck Plummer, of North Powder, Union Co., Oreo-on says he 
"wIll help some and be here if possible." t> , 

Reader, how easy it would be for you to send me some names 
of those. who might attend if they had a letter of invitation. \VIlI 
you do It? Do not forget side towns and little places where 
there. has been no lecture.. Let us extend our jurisdiction. Do 

not wait for officers and committees to do this needed work. Half 
of the vice-presidents have not answered my letters, and I am 
compelled to ask you for some help. 

Now, good friends, gather together a few dollars for all ex
penses. Come to this great meeting and make for yourselves 
the happiest three days of your life. Read the program in thi's 
issue of FREETHOUGHT. One part of the program has not been 
written. We will raise one hundred subscribers for our organ, 
FREETHOUGHT. C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

ON THE TRAIL. 

Once more I send you a line from "off the trai1." Having 
taken a few weeks' n~eded rest, after nearIv three months on the 
w~ng-traveling, lect~tring ~ight and day, as our Spiritualist 
frIends would say, thIS contInual change of magnetisms is verv 
devitalizing and often makes conditions out of such honl0geneou~ 
incompatibilities that one's individuality is almost overcome. I 
~av.e spoken th.ree Su~day evenings here for the Spiritualists, by 
InVItatl~m, first In MUSIC Hall for the \Vorld's Advance Society, 
~nd tWIce at the G. A. R. Hall for the First Society of Spiritual
ISts of Portland. These halls are very finely furnished and car
peted, and are always crowded with a very intelligent people. 
Last Sunday night John Slater of your city '.\"as hNe and created 
quite an excitement. 'V. J. Colville, also from San Francisco 
is giving a month here to occultism, theosophy, spiritual healing: 
and other fakes. This city seems verv deficient in its number of 
mediums, compared to San Francbco: which is probably no great 
less, as you know even the very elect are liable to be deceived. 
I think Elsie Reynolds would find a "phat phield " in Portland. 

Last S.1turday, at 4 o'clock P. M., I took the train for New Era, 
Clackamas county, to attend the State Spiritual camp-meelino-.: 
The ride was very enjoyable along up the beautiful \ViIIamel~~ 

. valley among the magnificent orchard3 and purpling vineyards,. 
the ft.ower-bedecked gardens and yards, the continuous villages: 
and cottage homes of these thrifty people-it was like a golden; 
panorama in this sunset land blooming with life and the poetry. 
of motion. Quite a number of Portlanders were aboard, and alL': 
enjoyed the transit from dusty, noisy streets to the camp grounds 
among the giant firs on the banks of the dark river ~alled the 
Willamette. Steamers ply also on the river continually, so this 
valley, ,vith the riva in the center and two railroads on one side 
and one on the other, is alive with the hum of humanity. Arriving 
at camp, "'e find a small but jolly crowd gathered from various 
parts of the state, all bent on having a good time and to "t/y the 
spirits and see if they are of God or not." The association has a 
beautiful park all fenced in for the grounds and a good-sized 
pavilion for public meetings and circles; also a large dance 
hall for circles of a different kind, where, with fantastic step, they 
chase the spirits of each other all around the room till break of 
day. There is also a two-story eating and lodging house on the 
grounds, several small COllages, and quite a number of tents, 
wagons, babies, dogs, peanut stands, swings-in fact, all the ev.:i
dences of civilized humanity. . 

I met quite a number of the army of FREETHOUGHT readegs, 
among whom are Captain Miller and wife, of Canema who 
have lived here for forty rc:ars, and the captain was the first man 
to run a boat on this river, but is now retired, living on his hard
earned laurels. They gave me a true Liberal greeting, inviting 
me to their tent and home. I also met l\lr. \Villiam Haight, ~he 
artist and fanning-mill factory man, who is a prince of good fel
IOW3. has a level head and true Freethinker's twinkle in his eye, 
and is a humorist of no mean calibre; Mr. Thomas BLlckmo.n 
president of the association; John Kruse, of \Vilsondlle, that 
solid, sturdy old radical from over the sea with a heart big enough 
to make doing good his religion and the whole world his country; 
Mrs. Holland, the secretary, from Salem, who is a jewel full of 
bright conceptions; Mrs. Chene", formerly wife of the renowned 
astrologer, Prof. Cheney; Mr. Fuller and wife, from McMinn
ville; Mr. Phillips, wife and daughters, also son and family, from 
the town of Clackamas, and many others that I cannot nmv re
member.· I found a splendid stopping-place and home with Dr. 
Castro and wife in the hotel at New Era. These folks are not 
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"one of us," but I think the do~to~ is -almost ready to foin--ihe--,vasto g~t into a squ:tbhle or row with Field. and his wife was to 
ranks of the new religion of Freethought and drop hide-boun~ come to the rescue and shoot Field in defense of her husbmd. 
creeds and mind-wrecking priests forever. ,That this view is correct is corroborated bv the fact that. so 

Saturday night, after the meeting, we all repaired to the dance 
hall, your correspondent with the rest, where all went merry as a 
marriage bell. I saw no spirits except those clothed in mortal 
garb, although we circled this way and that, forward and back, 
for three mortal hours with pretty girls and handsome dames for 
mediums. 

Sunday, by invitation, I gave the IIo'clock address. The 
pavilion was full with m'any standing outside around the dQors. 
My subject was ., 

t 

The New Religio'n and the Duties of Spiritual
ists and Liberalists in vVorking for the Good Time Now, a 
Heaven Here." I spoke for one hour with the best of attention. 

Monday I returned to this city, and shall move down the trail 
to Stella, Wash., this week. D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Portland, Sept. 11., 

THE TERRY CASE., 

HO~. A. SCHELL TO W. F. FREEMAN, ESQ. 

FRIE~D FREE:\IAN: I also have been acquainted with Jud~e 
Terry, personally, thirty-five years, and his history during this 
time. His killing David C. Broderick in a duel was the result 
of a conspiracy and little better than cold-blooded' murder. 
Terry was elected a justice of the supreme court of the state of 
California by the Knownothing party. At the breaking out of 
the vigilance committee in San Francisco he resigned his seat on 
the bench, and went to San Francisco armed with knife and 
pistol to put down the committee by force and violence, and cut 
the throat of Marshall Hopkins, near unto death. Had Hupkins 
died Terry would have been hanged-nothing could have saved 
him. He was in the hands of an illegal and irresponsible tri
bunal, but nevertheless he had to stand trial and plead for his 
life like a veritable criminal; Broderick was in favor of law and 
ordt:!r, and contributed ~h,500 a week to support the only ne\~s
paper in the city which dared to denounce the committee that 
was trying Terry for his life. To David C. Broderick, more 
than anyone living at the time, Terry owed his life. Gratitude, 
if he had any, should have prevented him from challenging 
Broderick to mortal combat-magnanimity, if he had any in his 
soul, should have prevented him shooting after the accidental dis
charge of Broderick's pistol, and when Broderick was at his 
mercy. 

At the breaking out of the rebellion, Terry went East and 
joined the Confederate army. If accounts are true, he gained no 
distinguished reputation there for bravery on the field of battle, 
where grape-shot, canister, and shrapnel did deadly work. It 
was only when he had the "drop" that his bravery was con
spicuous. 

On his return to California he volunteered his services in the 
Sarah Althea Hill vs. Sharon case on the side of that notorious 
adventuress, out of hate to Sharon. After the death of Sharon, 
he married this desperate woman, ten-fold worse than himself. 
She led him to disgrace, prison~ and to death. No one is to 
blame for the death of Terry but Sarah Althea. She hounded 
him on to his destiny. 

After they were married, to the disgust of his friends, they 
traveled together as man and wife. and by way of amusement, 
Sarah, the wife, pulled the hair and insulted the justices of the 
circuit court of the United States, and Terry, the husband, en
joyed the fun. When Marshall Frank was ordered to take Sarah 
out of the court-room by Justice Field, for gross contempt of 
court, Terry would not permit this order to be executed, and 
dealt Frank a blO\v that sent him spinning; and presently was 
ready with knife in hand to carve Frank as he had Hopkins. Of 
course this sort of business had to be stopped, or the circuit court 
of California abolished. Both were incarcerated in prison for 
contempt of court. One would reasonably suppose that this 
would have had a quieting and salutary effect; but on the con
trary it appears it made them ten-fold worse than ever. 

From appearances, as disclosed by the tragedy which took 
place at Lathrop, I am constrained to believe that Terry and his 
wife had entered into ,a conspiracy to assassinate Field. Terry 

soon as she ~aw Justice Field in the dining-:room. she roan fnr 
her ph-tol which she had left in the Clf. \VI1\' did she run for 
her ph.tol if n')t to shoot Field? \Vhy din Terry m1.ke an 11n
provoked assau't upon Ju,tice Field if not for the purp')s~ of giv
ing his \rife an opportunity to shoot Field? "Terry was the ag
gressor. If Terry was not armed, hie;; wife was. and it was all 
purSU1,nt to the plan agreed upon. Terry }vas driven to his in
evitable fate by this bad woman. Let the friends of Terrv look 
to her as the evil genius that led him to the slaughter. Neagle 
did his dutv well, and in my jud~ment did not shoot too soon. 
He only discharged the duty imposed upon him. 

Friend Freeman. I beg leave to remind you that California 
has emerged into the dawn of a new civilization. The relics of 
a former civilizltion are disappearing one by one.' But few, if 
any, now remain who are destined to die with their "bo~ts on." 
Terry may be considered as one of the relics, and perhaps the 
last. , 

\Vith the facts just stated you must be more or ,less familiar; 
and yet you "personall~' prefer Judg-e Terry deld to Judge Field 
living." , At this I am surprised. That expression will live while 
you live, and go down and with you be fo'gotten in the grave. 
As for myself, I should prefer to be a dead cobra to a live Terry. 

Albany, N. Y., September 17, 1889. A. SCHELL. 

THE CENTRAL IDEA OF NATIONALISM. 

The principles promulgated in Edward Bellamy's wonderful 
book, " Looking Backward," have crystallized into Jiving socie-" 
ties. which are being organized all over the country from Boston 
to Southern California. 

The question is constantly as'kedbv those who have not read 
t~. book, What is the purpose of the Nationalists;? What do they 
want, and how do they design to accomplish their -;:ims? 

Their object is to readjust the indl"s~rial and economic systems, 
which have come down to us from semi-barbarous ages, and 
better adapt them to the wants of humanity in the present en
lightened age. 

How can this be done? By substituting co-operation for 
competition, and emulation for antagonism and rivalry. How 
can such changes be inaugurated? Through legal methods. 
How can we manipulate legal enactments? By educating the 
people to see the utility of these changes and also by the str~ngth 
~vhich comes. from union., This is the object of organizing. But 
IS not educatIOn a slow process for reforming evils which are al
ready crying for redress? When reforms have been o-erminatino
in the minds of the world's sages and thinkers fo~ ages they 
sweep like a tidal wave over the thought centers of the ,~orld, 
and, "Lo '. a nat~on is bor? in a day." So it is with the princi
ples enunciated m "Lookmg Backward." The idp.a or grand 
principle of co-operation, asa result of the brotherhood of man and 
solidarity of the race, has been germinating in the minds of hu
manitarians for thousands of years. Now the world is ready to 
receive it; and it sweeps acfC'SS the continent like a prairie fire, 
stirring all hearts with courage and hope. Those who oppose it 
are those who have not read the book, and those who oppose 
human liberty on general principles. \Ve know when the hardest 
fight will come in before it can be established on the earth, and 
we hope all Liberc:.ls "ill wheel into line, and lend a helpino
hand. The cau!'e of human liberty demands it. t:I 

The changes contemplated are evolutionary-not revolutionary. 
The foll~\\'i~,g. being an extr~ct froT? o~r declaration of principle, 
shows thIS. No sudden or Ill-conSIdered changes are advocated' 
we make no war on individuals; we do not censure" those wh~ 
have accumulated immense wealth by carrrino- to a Ioo-ical end 
the false principles on which business is now b~sed. 0 

"Th~ combinations, s"ndicate~, an? trusts of whic~ the people 
cOmplaI?, ?emonstrate the pra~tlcablhty of our baSIC principle 
of aSSOCiatIOn. \Ve melely WIsh to push the principle a little 
further and have all our industries operated in the interests of 
an-by the nation, the people organized, the organic unity of the 
whole people." 
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The question arises, Are such changes practicable? The effec
tive working of the universal postal union shows they are. A 
world's telegraph union would now be e~tablished but for the 
fact that in the United States the telegraph is run by private 
corporations. That it would be more efficient and more eco
nomical for_ the people if it were controlled and managed by the 
government, is made manifest by the example of those countries 
in Europe where it is under government control. In England, 
GeTmany, Belgium, Switzerland, and Italy, telegraphy is cheaper 
than in the United States. 

Railroads could also be run better and cheaper under the gen
eral management of the government, just as mail matter is 
transported cheaper and quicker than it would be by private en
terprise. It has been estimated, by those who are in a position to. 
know, that men can be carried, with first-class accommodations, 
across the continent for one dollar apiece without loss to the 
railroad companies. 

The admirable working of our public-school system shows 
the advantage of public management over private enterprise, in 
a matter in which the whole people are concerned. Like the 
postl1 service, this system ramifies to the remotest cofines of the 
land; all are benefited by it, and no one finds it oppressive ex
cept those who are opposed to enlightenment on general princi
ples or for the advancement of private ends. 

To begin the application of the principles of "Nationalism" 
where it is most practicable, every city should own and control i:s 
own water, gas, electric lights, fuel, gardens, parks, museums, 
opera-houses, etc., and the state or general government should 
develop and distribute,l1t minimum cost, iron, coal, lead, cruje 
oil, natural gas, and other of nature's products which should be
long to all alike. 
. In this way, the millions which accrue from these industries 

would bless the people instead of making a few rich and the 
balance beggars. The solidarity of the race, or "brotherhood 
of man," is according to the laws of natural morality, and should 
be espoused as the central idea of Liberalism. Religionists will 
fight it as they ever have those things which tend to the uplifting 
of the masses. Then let us, as Liberals, wheel into line an] 
make" a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether," for the 
times are ominous that the liberties of the people shall be ground 
into powder beneath the iron heel of ecclesiasticism. 

Such a sly, insidious speech as the" Sunday-rest" man, Crafts, 
made in San Diego last Sunday, should cause us to arouse our
selves and shake off OUf lethergy, for danger is in the air. 

Industrial and economic freedom must keep pace with re
ligious freedom, else there is danger of relapsing into barbarism. 
Do, Mr. Editor, recommend Bellamy'S book as the best way out 
of danger. MARY A. WHITE, 

Cor. sec. U First Nation. Club, San Diego." 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY, Putnam & Macdonald, San Fran
cisco, Cal. Price 10 cents. This is a Freethought publication, 
broad, liberal, generous, noble, as far as nobility lies in truthful 
5tatement, the expression of an honest opinion, in a candid and 
not obnoxious manner, especially as radical thought. It presents· 
in strong light the happy idea that all good has risen from dis
belief, from revolution of some sort. Happy· America is an 
illustration of disbelief in old England. Nature in every aspect 
demands sacrifices. Blood drawn by a murderer, has made a 
nation free. Evil is made to work good. The bullet of an 
assassin made a glorious union. The devil's work in life has 
glorified goodness. The things we think should be condemned 
often work the greatest good. The good we look for frequently 
comes from the source from which only evil is expected. Free
thought, which is synonymous to Infidelity, in a sense, is the 
parent of that which we glorify of great good, in great happiness 
and faith.-Scott-Browne's Phonographic Monthly. 

I HONOR the man who is ready to sink 
Half his present repute for the freedom to think, 
And when he has thought, be his cause strong or weak, 
Will risk t'other half for the freedom to speak, 
Caring not for what vengeance the mob has in store, 
Let that mob be the upper ten thousand or lower. 

-JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 

Good Work by Spiritualists. 

C. BEAL, D~a,. Sit'. and Bro/Jun Inclosed find $5 to use for the 
benefit of the convention and O. S. S. Union. I also send you a list of 
names as members of the Union. I have attended to your request to 
have the call inserted in our papers. I have had very poor success in 
money matters with our Materialistic Liberals. One dollar is all you can 
credit them with. The balance of four dollars is contributed by Spirit
ualists. Evt!ry Spiritualist I asked signed for the Uuion, but I could 
name you a dozen of Materialists and Agnostics who refused to have any
thing to do with it. Hoping that the convention will bl! a grand success, 
I am Yours truly, WM. H. BREESE. 

Talent, Or. 

The Star of Empire Has Get Here. 

To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
I have been reading of the progress, on the Pacific Coast, of Free

thought and universal mental freedom, and (rom what I can glean from 
the papers and lecturers I am impressed with the thought that it is time 
for us to cease using the stereotyped saying, " Westward the star of em
pire takes its way," for I am impressed with the idea that it has arrived, 
and banked up against the waves of the Pacific. Perhaps it has made 
some skips and jumps on its way westward; for instance, I think it missed 
Missouri, at least so far as Freethought is concerned, and that means a 
great deal. 

The Pitsburg Congress did me the honor to ppoint me chairman of 
the executive committee of the State of Missouri, and I tried to appoin t 
my associate committee, but failed to get anyone to act. And so it is I am 
all the one there is of the committee. There are quite a numb!r of Liberals 
in the state, of the indifferent kind that don't care to b~ known as such.· 
I hope that sometime they will b:! willing to stand up anel be counted, 
because the day is coming, and that very soon, wh('n every Liberal in 
the land will have to do his or her best for the Nin~ Demands. The 
hosts of superstition are up and coming, and will destroy the liberties of 
the masses unless we can check them in their career. 

I take great pleasure in reading friend Putnam's" N!ws and Notes." 
I notice that among other names he cites one George Taylor in Oregon. 
Now I used to know one George Taylor at Niles, Michigan, and if it is 
the same one, I should like to hear from him through FREErnOUGHT; 

. and if it is not the one I know, I am glad he is a Lib~ral all the same. 
r will close by wishing you and the Liberal cause unbounded success. 

Rockport, Mo. G. G. BECK. 

Miss Davidson's Suggestion. 

1 () th~ Editors ofFru/h0ught .
I wish to speak a few words to the Liberals of Oregon and Washington, 

in regard to the coming convention of the Oregon State Secular Union, 
to be held in Portland on the 12, 13, and 14 of October. 

It needs work to make this convention a granel success, and if every 
Liberal in these two states would help even a littlc-, the desired results 
would be easily accomplished. 

I was in Portland one day last week, and called on our president, C. 
Beal, and had a very pleasant. talk with him. Presid-ent Beal is doing 
noble work. He is greatly enthused, and thinks the convention will be 
a splendid success. He said that several of the vice.presidents had not 
answered his letters asking them to aid him in making up the convention 
and our new organization; but he hoped to hear from them soon. \V.! 
vic~-presidents must all join hands and help all we can, for now is the 
time for us to work. 

President Beal desires every Lib~ral to co-operate with him, and help 
as much as possible in their own localities. He wishes them to obtain 
as many signatures to the constitution of the O. S. S. Union as can be 
obtained; to collect a few dollars from their Liberal friends to hdp d~
fray the expenses of the convention; to make the convention generally 
known throughout their viCinity; to write a short article conct!rning the 
convention to be inserted in their local paperr; to invite all persons to 
come to the couvention who they think might care to attend; and to s!~d 
him th~ names and addresses of any' Liberals they may know of in 
Oregon or \Vashington, to whom he may write. 

Now I have a suggestion to make in regard to advertising the conv!:n
tion. Besides the notices in the papers, I think we should have la,rge 
bills printed to send to each vice-president, and other prominent work~rs,

• 
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to be posted in conspicuous places throughout their vicinity. The bills 
would be attractive, and would be read hy many persons who might 
not observc the notices pubhshed in the papers. 

Hoping that all will "lend a helping hand," and that the convention 
will be a grand success, I am most respectfully yours. 

Oswego, Or. ELVA E. DAVIDSON. 

The Portland Convention. 

To the Editors of Fruthought: 
Do the Liberals of Oregon and Washington realize the very great im

portance of making the convention, to be held in Portland, October 12, 

13, 14, a success? The success of Li.beral propaganda in the future 
will depend very much upon the success of the Portland convention. 

For a few earnest, self-sacrificing Liberals to labor faithfully to carry 
on the work, and make our meetings a success, and then, not be seconded 
by those who should give their aiel, their moral and financial support, 
is a cause of discouragement and v~xation to those who have spent time 
and money to carryon an unpo,)Ular work. A large and successful 
gathering commands attention anel respect. It is true that the truth or 
falsity of a theory cannot be affected by numbers; but nevertheless it 
must be confesged that there is truth in the old adage that" numbers 
make respectability." In the minds of a great many people there is noth
ing that succeeds like success. Then let every Lib!ral of Oregon and 
\Vashington who can possibly attcnd the convention determine to do so. 
And let us b~ar in mind the fact that in order to make the convention a 
success, it is not only necessary that we attend the convention, but that it 
is necessary to stay with the convention till the conclusi.on. \Ve must 
not let the attractions of the fair, which will be held in Portland during 
October, divert our minds from the work of the convention. 

\Ve cal~not expect to make our meetings a success if we attend one or 
two lecture-meetings, and then find entertainment in some other way, 
anj leave the convention to run itself. 
l' Our worthy president, Mr. C. D.:al, is making an earnest, patriotic 
effort to make the convention a success. And now let us determine that 
the efforts of Mr. Deal and others, and our own sacrifices in the past 
ihall not come to naught. Now \:; a time when the Liberals .can prove 
their devotion to their cause and make a grand rally in behalf of Uni. 
versal Mental Liberty. GEO. H. DAWES. 

North Yamhill, Orl!gon. 

Things as Mrs. Waisbroo'k9r 5958 Them. 

To th~ Editors of Fruth0 light: 
I have b~en reviewing some of the tracks of Slmuel. I wanted to find 

if all the beauty he talks of, all the cerulean blue and spangles of gold, 
really existed, or if he haJ been gating at a. mirage-to wit, a reflection 
of-well. I went to Stella, Tryon's, Ranier, etc., and I found plenty of 
b~auty in s~a and sky, in rock, hill, and deep forests of evergreen, but 
somehow I reb!llel wh!n I saw the c;t.bins of those who have 'sought 
these solitudes; for instead of the beauty so exhilarating me as to make 
me think of wings, the fact of the la.bor of climbing the hills anu thought 
of the lab::>r of clearing those immense trees from the land ere corn and 
potato!s can b! grown, made me tired from sympathy with the really in
telligent m~n and wom!n who live in crowdel cabins, and are trying to 
subdue the earth. 

The oU B)::>k tells of the gronnd being cursed with thistles and 
brambles, b!cause of Ailam and Ev!'s love of fruit, hut really, I wOllld 
rather dig over anu sublue an acre of Canaua or of Elen thistles than 
to root out one of those big ced:1r stumps; so, I repeat, my bones ached 
in sympathy with the poor struggbrs after a home, instead of my ileality 
expanding under the stimulus, even, of the beautiful and rare flowers 
that were almost everywhere given a part of the space which has b!en 
redeemed from its native wildness, proof of the reanement of the women 
who cultivated them. 

I was really surpris!u at the intellig!nc'! I fOllnd among th!se people, 
and when dressed in their Sttnclay-b;st th.:y present a finer appearance 
than many city audiences." On Tuesday, Septemb!r 3, two ladies of in
telligence walked five miles, and reached my stolJping-place at nine A. 

M., so as to spend the day and ta.lk, and we had a feast of reason. In 
the afternoon there came another, \vho had ridden even further, carrying 
wo half-gallon jars of honey and her littl.: four-year-old daughter on the 
horse before her. She had been a N ::braska .school-mistress, but is now 

living blck in the de:!p forests of O;egon, rai.:;ing babi:!s and be:!s; has 
over 5:) gallons of the b!st c1rainel h::ney thL; y!ar. Il.:r husbl.nl is on~ 
of thl! cO~lnty-school examining b):ud. ~ 

'Vher! do th~ b.:es finl fl ).v .:rs? S) n! of the h:>:1ey is gath!red from 
firewe.!d hloHo n.; whic!l spritlg up i:1 ab.llll.lnc.! wl1.!re th.: fire runs 
through the fallen lilllh~r. , 

B1t [ sh::>ulJ make thi.; letter to) 10:lg sho:tld I try to tell I.alf I S:\\V 
to intere3t m~ duritlg th! nearly lhr.!e we.!ks of ab3~nce. I met with 
kinln.!ss everywher.:. A go:>l b!d and a gool meal came as fr~e as 
water in these country pltc!1e3 of civiliution, but in th! chy, A.;toria, I 
found no r .:st for th! sole of my feet. All were full or at th! seaside, 
or so disgustel with the way that they ha:l b!en crowd.!u upon, th!y 
had s~ut down on that kind of tramp. 

I really think' our ht.rg!r place.; are often to:> full of th03e who should 
be out among the country people. 

But your reaclers will b ~ m)re interested in a Spiritualist's experience 
among Materiali$tic Liberals. At S~ella th~y are nearly all of this class. 
Friend L:lwson tendered his hall, but was not Willing that a coll~ction 
should be taken. Dr. Tryon saU, What shall we do, gu into the other hall? 
" NCJ, I will speak in the hall I am advertised to speak in, and trust to 
Liberalist generOSIty." 

I diJ. so, and the owner of the hall b:>ught $1.25 worth of books, and 
gave m! $1 be3ides. Another lib!ral Liber~l handed m! $2. Others 
b:>ught bo:>ks and refus.!d to tak! change, and so I did not trust in vain. 
T,vo nights aft.!f I spok.! ill the other hall, anJ. took the best collection 
of anywhl're. . . 

I dil not k!ep bJ.ck the fact that I am a S;)iritllalist-told them I had 
genuine re.;p .:ct for lh.: man or wonan wh.t0 said of ano:her lif~, " [ don't 
know," but thought tho,,;e who tri.!d to prove that there can b.! no con
ti!lUelL life afler what 1.i call.!d death, mau.! a mistake. Tl>lu them in my 
first lecture, " Til.! folly of worship, or the curse of (personal) G0di,,;m," 
was an inspirational I;!cture, and that if they could believ.! they had 
such :ocrong help on the other sUe, I thought they woulll b.! glad. 

Chri.dan Spiritualists and illtberal LIberals are too far apart to 
harmoU\ze very wd I, bllt I see no n:ason why Liberal Spiritualists and 
g.!nuine Liberals may not go arm ill arm in the practical work of this 
pre"ent lire. LOIS \VAISBROOKER. 

Ea$t Ponland, Oregon. 

A Probn3 Narrative. 

To tht Editors of Frathough! .. 
Recently I had an argtlln!nt with a "follower of the meek and 

lowly," who for .c p:lre cus.;e:in!ss" in sticking to the Bible text too:( 
the cake. H~ said that a falsehood b.!lieved in by the majority, waS 
with them a tru:h. I ask:!d him if the belief entertained bl God's peo
ple sometim !sinc~, that the earth was fl.l~, converted that fals.!hool into 
a truth. H.! said it diJ! I left off furth!r discussion with the inspired 
idiot on that qu:!stion, and related for his and the bystanders' amusement 
the following incident which occurred a few years sine! in P~nnsylvania. 

A m!mb.!l" in gool standing in the Christian church 'was the happy 
father of a very b;ight bOI who3e name \Va,,; Georg.! \V .lshington. George 
was four years old, and at this early ag! b~gan to devdop a mind naving 
a tendency to Freetho:tght. G.!orge haJ. an uncI.! living close by with 
similar ten:ieacie,;, ani when an opportunity a.ff.JTdeel, woul,llet go a few 
swear-word,,; ill G.!orge's hearing. One day while G!orge in company 
with his fath.!r attenJing a revival-meeting, anl during a lull in the pro. 
ceding.;, the par,,;oa en6a~ej G!org! in the following" confab:" Parson 
-" \Vhat is your name?" "G.:orge," wa>; the reply. The par&on, 
wishing to have G!org! give hi.> full name, repeated. the question. Again 
th.! reply was, "G.!orge." ·The parson came to thl:! front again with, 
_" \Vhat did. you say your name was?" This was too much for the 
patie~ce of tl~e youth. It g?-ve completel! out, and. he fired at the parson 
10 pIau! E:lg!l,,;h th!"follo,lVlOg settl~r, "vorl damn It, 1 tolrl you twke my 
name was George. Tile lJarson look a walk, and G:orge anll patt:r. 
familias wended d.~ir way hom:::. Tlle~ arrive~ prdty.Iak, and George, 
belOg somewhat ratlgueu from the day s ex~rclst::s, reLHed early, but his 
nerVOllSne,,;.; anel w.1k;:fuln:s,,; atlracu::d Ius falher's no:ice. ~.lid the 
paren~, " 1 say, George, I know the r~ason why you can't go to sl:ep; 
you did not say your prayers be.fore gOlIlg to b;~." TnereUlJull G:orge 
tumbled out of bed, anll upon Ill"; kn~es b gall hIS prayers. While he was 
proceeding. a dog that was lying c1o.;e by began lo lic.k his fet:t which 
SOIll!wllat confllseJ him, and s:opping in the 1l1icl:,t uf. his devoLi~nal ex:
erci,,;es he ask:::d, "Say, God, how can I sa.y my prayers with this 
damned dog nosing around my ft:et ? " 

A great future awaits George Washington, and if he continues in the 
,cha~nel that he ha..; started out in, he may yet warm up the prt:!>idential 
chair. "God ble))s our bome." H. L. SHAUG. 
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Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 
1889. 1889. 

WOODWARll'S GARDENS 
THIRTY.SEVENTH 

ANNIVERSARY BALL 
OF THE 

SAN F~ANCISCO 
TURN VEREIN 

Sunday, Octuhar 6, IS ;9.: 

Dancing, Cvncert, Prize-Exercises, Gym

nastics of the Members and 


Scholars, Singing, etc. 


Admission: Adults, 25 Cents a Person. 

Children, 10 " 


Dancing in the Afternoon, Ball All Night. 

woonWARD'S GARDENS 

Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 

1889. 1889. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit.growers of California 
that 1 have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is 'simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H."Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. H! i!i also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com· 
pany to manufacture and sell said ori;;!r on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 


SpmYing that there is no authority' for the 

Sunday laws~ either Human or 


" Divine." . 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

Orthodox Prayer in' Plain English. 
o incomplehensible Bdng, 

Thou grand and mighty, allseeing, 

I-rom whom other Goels are all fiedng, 


We come to thy temple tcfpra.y. 
Although we believe thou art near us, 
Til help, anel protect, and to cheer us, 
\Ve think more likely thou'lt hear us 

If we hire a good parson to pray. 

THE PARSON'S PRAYER. 


o Lord! at thy feet we are crawling 

In ahj:ct sl;bmission, and bawling 

That our sins are great and appalling, 


But thou art mighty to save. 

We I~~ not cteserve thy blessing, 

But our case IS awfully pressing, 

For in hell we risk a good dressing, 


And for pardon we constantly crave. 
There is no use in denying 
\Ve are frequently cheating and lying, 
We are hypocrites living and dying, 

But Jesus can pay for it all. 
The murderer jumps from the gallows, 
The crim~s of the rogue it soon hallOWS, 
As fast as each one of them wallows 

In t:I~_~!:lOJ that's to' whitew:J,sh his soul. 
\Ve come in our rags and tatters, 
And tach one of us fawns and flatters 
III talking of such pious mallers, 

Like a lot of heav-:nly tramps. 
We claim for our re\'elation 
That we are the favored nation, 
\Vith the genume, true salvation 

Sufficient for knaves and 5camps. 
\Vc tell Thee the same old story 
Of th:! young as well as the hoary, 
How we'll give: Thee great chunks of glory, 

Wbich costs us nothing to say. 
\Ve ask in r.:turn to be able 
To acculllulate wealth that is sta.ble 
III exchange for this pious old fable, 

AntI. to Thte we'll consta.ntly pray. 
-THuMAS CURTIS. 

"You poor little boy! On the streets in 
rags such a day as this. Have you no 
hom e? " c. Yes' m, I live in that house on 
the other ~iJe of the stree~." You have U 

no mother, have you, 1ittle child? " 
"Ye:,'m, she and forty other women are in 
there making em broidered night-gowns for 
the Zulus." 

THE prize fight was the only subject of 
conversation in pub and palace, and at a 
dinner party the world-wise bishop was 
a:>ked by a lady point blank whether he 
did not consider prize-fighting' a brutal and 
degrading pursuit? "On the contrary, I 
highly approve of it. You see, there is al
ways the probability of two blackguards 
getting a sound thra~hing." 
_ A SCOTCH divine took to preaching out 
of doors in the summer afternoons. He 
used to collect the people as they were 
taking the air by the side of a stream out
side the village. On one occasion he had 
unfortunateiy taken his place on a bank, 
and fixed himself on an ants' nest. The 
active .habits of these little creatures soon 
made the position of the intruder upon 
their domain very uncomfortable, and, 
afraid that his audience might observe 
something of this discomfort in his manner, 
he apologized by the remark: "Brethren, 
though I hope I have the word of God in 
my mouth, I think the deil himself has 
gotten into mr breeks."

itt ' 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTIOX OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

CO!l1PILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice .........••••............. $1.50 
Address orders to 

L.K. \VASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
tight chapters in refutation of the assumption 

' ~!lat . the HiLle is n. divine Look of pure thought, 
and.cOrrtf!.in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A' dear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation arid CUl'l:(!,thec· 
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
cuming of Chrht has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
~~Ja1zila, Book, l\~'Ws, Ilard1uare, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

rioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 


w. M. HIi'firON &. COm 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS. 

536 CU\Y STREET, 
Below l\Iont;;omery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin.............................. $ 4 0 
lei imat GuM. sma. I sil.:e Eudgtl Pin .................. 2 0 
14 l\arat Go1l1. I!lllallsize Ba(1ge Pill .. . .•••••.. '" •.. • 2 75 
H karat (;.)1d, BUlaU size Badge Piu with Diamonu, SSt 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larjte Bange lin............. ......... 3 00 
14 kara.t Goill. Large Ba,lge Pill . ........... -......... 4 00 
10 karat Goltl, 1:;11lall ehalm (tor watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 ka.rat GJ!!I, Sma I Charlll (for watch chaill)....... 4 50 
II> karat VoId, Large Charm (for watch cl1ain).. ..... 6 lO 
14 karat Golli, Large Charm (for watcu chain)....... 6 00 
14 karat Void, Lal'l~e Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 (,Q 

*Tllis is a full·bodie'. i1iamoncl, rC't so that it moy be 
cleaned from the reve!se side and never lose its brilliancy. 

Sent to any address, prc)'ahl, aud gual'auteed 8S repre
ented or mOll<Y refllIlderl. address, 

PUTNA~l & MACDONALD, 
04 Kea.rny Street. /:ian Francisco. CaL 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promQte digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J. O. Scott. 
655 Sacramento street, San :Francisco, Cal.Dr•. Wood's Rhubarb B
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-
A REGULAR EDUCATED 

- LIFI:CD/HE 
y1,115lLJN~~!i 

the m(;st successtul (in
specialty) as his Jlractke will 
surely },rove. ~'he 
treats all thofle peculiar dis· 
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weaknees. impotency, &c., 
sultiug from indescretiou and 
igrlOrance of youth. ~'hose who 
are ailing should ~end ten (10
cents for his book, 
Coun~ellor," setting furth 
external Application-

A. POSI'.I'IVE CUBE 

t~eit!>~~~t,i~ndo~~U~ab! 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

FREETHOUGHT. 

THE CELEI3~ATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCI-I.-~he ~e~t in the ,~orlq . :r:Qi~.is Jhe best presentation of the ar
for the mon~y; all modern impro;ements; a p:r~ct wat~~r-. '- In ~rverine case; )19.50 ; in Igument againsfG"o-a' -iil ~tiit: (lJ\rut.\t~ltiol1., 
3-ounce com Silver case, $2~·50' 4·ounce.,,4t.?.).!)U; 5-ounce, $25, 6.ounce, $27 (no .better ever prepared in a pamphlet of it . 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In. .9P~r" f1ce, dust.proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hlllged, . . s SIze. 
glass inside cap, $29: M, gofd cap, $31; do., huntmg, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in. -.0.-. 
_special .?'"...:.('1<: cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. Pnce, 10 cents; three caples, 25 cents; 

--LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, eight copies, 50 cents. 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic Address, Putnam & Macdonald 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. _504 Kearny at San Francisco. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 . for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S.:nt subject to approval, and cash refunded ifnot strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and b( st Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S;!lect from any catalogue, and I will fill ordl.ra - lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye.glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr••plated Table.spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Soliu coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
_ (Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) 
Best Razor (a luxllry) $2; a good one 1.00 

Elegant 8.day Alarm Clock, worth $6 
4 Best Violin Strings 

4.5 0 

.5 0 

6 Rogers Eros' best tripl<l:.plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 his 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. Doctor 


Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and middle

seminalreturned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. re

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
.• Priva.te 

anN. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


,WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought. 

. 
LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 

case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do-., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust.proof case, $2 extra. In best open. face, dust.proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 

jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24·50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

OMAHA MAN-" So old Milkcan has-got 
religion, eh? H 

~uburban resident-" Yes, joined
C 

the 
church last Sunday." I buy milk of himH 

every day; wonder if I'll notice any results 
of his conversion? " 

"Guess you will. I saw him driving 
home yesterday with a ten-gallon filter." 

l\h. PEWREXT - " Your sermon on 
'Economy' this morning, doctor, was a very 
sensible discourse." Dr. Churchmus
·'.Thank you; it seems to have been appre
cIated from the appearance of the comribu
_tion." 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0: 

(fA REMARKABLE BOOK "RAYSDR.EADON,. , of Edinlmrgh. Scot;. 

I; ~ ,'Irr,:.c:~,,~f•.~r~~ u~~~~~si~~~ ';l~l ,n;,\i~~. ~,i~ ~.l(~I;~:f:~ctt~)e.r~~ 
lI4."'r·utc liu, -It·ty. I.t I. II(~ 'V, 1It:II'U I UI-t, and -very lnlltruc&.!vc." 
LI the most lJUl'Uoar and compreht:nsive lJook treating of 

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
: ~Y:!hl~ ~l~e~~t::a:~ L:DI:II!lC;;l~: ~Il!~~ ~~~ ruf~~ I 

I nstructlve, Practicatpre~ntation-of~'}Iedical C0l11lll0n Senl\C-' medi A 


V atuable W invalid", l;bowin~ new mesn~- by whICh t r: cy may be cure D 

A pproved by editors, phYRl.-isns, clergymen, crites, Slid literat I 

T hcrough treatmf'nt of 6ubje<'ts espcciAfly import nt to young me N 
eo veryone who "wants to know, yuu kuow," will find itinterestm 0 

4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and

FEATURE Just introduced, consists ofa~r1~A NEW-
, ot beautiful (·..lot·4."'d onot~~ 

:.1:.1 $y'!ro\~~N'~~.l~~::i!~~~-di~~1:n1~~~ ~~~~~r:!~g!~~~Jfct . 
selling AGENTS who h:we already found lI..:old mine in it. l4r.

work for Koehler writ.:!I: .. I !!Oill the firtlt sb: boQks in two 
hours." Many ~ents take 50 or 100 at once, nt special r ates, Scntilfor terms. • 

a 16-pap:e Content.'! Tablo of Plain Home Talk. r~... white anc!FREE~luf' cll"culars, and a sample of Dr. Foote'. Dec£1UI. Mcnulllllo 

Standard Edition, .3.~5 ~ Same print and iIlustmtions, the 

Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper IIlld binding. 


JII1JlRA.Y WLL PITB. CO•• 129 (N.) Eas' 28th St., l\t. lork. 


Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular account of the forrnation ane! 

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents, Keeler. Price. So cents. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential, 
Plain Envelope/! used_ The b01k spoken of sent sealed 

~~d~~:~~y~U~a~ rw~rtd~!~;~::t:AND, NEW JERSEY' 

[From th~ WllJIhinl:ton Nati<Jnal View.] 
Dr. Felluws, of Vme1and, ~ew Jersey offers his valuable 

services to aU those in need of a kiud, sympathetic and 
skillful physi(lian. 13imiliar arlvertillemen~ from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press 
!>u~•.Dr. Fell~ws, a. specialbt. in .hls line, stantls foremost 
10 hi!, professlun, and the encomIUms showered UnJn him 
publicly as well as in prlva.te, are tlattering evidences of 
t!Ie hi~h ap~rec.ation and c:out:\dence i!IS long aud con sci en· 

1~~~:y~:ri~df!~ L~':', S~~lftbe:a~~ ~l~~~~~~~n have so 

A. Testimollial. 
WEST LI~ERTY, a., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.1,t. P: FELT.OlTS-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
IS workmg like a. cba.rm. l:lom completely surprised the wa.y
it acts UlJon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out all 
right. Yours res1-ectfully, J. It. 

RElIIARKs-Tbe above is a fair IIample of the hundreds of 
testilllonials re~eived from all parts of the United States, 
from young, mlddl.,-aged lind elderly men, Buffering from 
various kiuds of sexual complaints, but who ale now cured 
by illY Extllrnal Al'plicatlon, the grellotest of all known 
remedies for this clas>! of di'Jeases. J\II laIn an out-and'out 
Liberal I trust the ~'reetltinkt:rs of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not waste their time and money OD 
ChrlatllUl doctol'll. DB. FJa.LOWa. 
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM.· 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
poinjng out thdr imperfections, and showing how 
it is almo:;t impo:;. ible that the people should be 
oliJenhan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The r.::m','oy, the author thinks, is COUl

munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture or 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
b;! when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Papa,50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
.::-AXD-

Girard College Theology. 
An E,J.-pose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnific<!n' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Chri:itian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.~LL.D. 


Price $1. Ad~ress, Putnam & Macdonalu, 

CHURCH AND STATE 


THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 


Al\IERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PC'TNA.:\I & l\1ACDONALD 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNA!I & MACDOXALD. 

.WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED, 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

. A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $1.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. ,,] 
chuose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and 1 
desire ahove all that under the appearance ot 
fahle there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in1:s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

.THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adsto'le, Huxley, Mullet. Unton 

• Iteville on the Contlic' betweeu Genellii ~U Geol~
f'Jiee, 60 ceut., 

FREETHOUGHT.-. 
THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR................................. _.................. $25.06 

DRESS SUITS FOR ... , _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35.00 
£JANTS TO ORDER FOR................................. .................. 6.00 

, Samples forwarded on Application, 
CJH:.A.S. F. :SUFl..G-1VJ:.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

P!\.CIPIC Cl\RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Centra~ Stands~ 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S \V Comers Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & .SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
raper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th , S. F. 

r. £. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLAUK BROS., PROPRIETOR), 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Tii11ber Culture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Their Nl1rSeries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 


Orders FillEd und Delivered on ShOl't Notice. 

Speoial Attention Given to Planting 


an:1 Caring of Orohards 
and Vmeyaids. 

A.ddress 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box C, S.lll Jacinto, Cal. 

, 

re' 
False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church anel Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very 
}{eform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. (.1 

'alhers Or the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cenlS. 

Sihle Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Rohbery; Adultery and 
'.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest .and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. €I This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
!;criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Lhrislian Reformers, 
Scholars. and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T 1n'.• -:- () f). ;f"'''' "r!' rn,....tc:. h I""nnipc: #.T 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholic Church and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

.Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 ocnts. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IQfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

U The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the p~et-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the aQlest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REIIISBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaye~ and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-3. platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAIVr & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Franci~co, Cal. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES.INGERSOLL'S VVORI->CS. 
Addresses on the Social Question.The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 

lectures, compdsing: "The Gods," "Hum . Clear, COllcise, Sparklil1g, ./Ielp/ul. 
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," I" Nationalism," by Erlward Bdlamy. 

and "Heretics and Heresies." 
 " The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son.The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25. 
"Christian, Socialism,'.' by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss,Contpnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 

the Founder of the Order.Woman, and Child," "Tile Declaration of In
"Individualism," by Wm. Llovd Garrison.dependence," "About Farming in Illinois,') 
" Profit.Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman."'1 he Grant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A.Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Hinkley.Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
"The Function of the State," by EdwinD. Mead.soll:' 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Some Mista!<es of .. Moses. Paper, 50 cents; Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
cloth, $1 25. " t9 Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 
cloth, $1 25. WPrice for nll, only 20 cents.~ 

What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 25 Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 
CP'ntR 

The Christian Religion. By R. G~ Ingersoll, 
Judge Jelerniah S. Black and Prof. George F. Temperance and Prohibition, 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. BY G. H. STOCKHAl\l, M.D •., 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. ~ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
$1 per dozen, postpaid., to force in settling the liquor question .• 

Paper, 25 cts.; cloth,50 cts. Address this office Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. 
tor of the San Frallciua1l. 5 cents, 50 cents A Society Event in Wyoming.
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

J~/ .- - ~ ..... ; .. They fit and fit,Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks And gouged and bit,
of the New York Oburvn-. By Robert G. And scuffled in the mud,
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. Until the ground 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, For miles around, 

5 cents. 
 Was kivered with their blud; 

And piles of noses, ears, aud eyes,
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size Rose like pyr'mids to the skies.

octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lf'ctures Comprete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pt:.ges. SSe "Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. 

FRI~ETHOUGHT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S VVORKS. 

The New God. loc. The New God was mad.. 
by an ~tist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as 'perfect as sculptur~ The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
WashbuTI,. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Ro6
ert G. Illgn-so/l. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to-day."-7ohn SWill/Oil'S 
Pu-. 

Why Don't He Len~ a Hand? And other Ag
nustic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, anu stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-B:tlgarius. c 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, anu purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The lJllivlru. 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. F6ole's Healt" 
J.Iollthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-Boston 
I1tfustitJ'ator~ 

?rGDltlli1tUS; A Poem. Price, $1, .. It is 
crammed with life, thought and profoun,l emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, wilh ex
traorJinary richness and beauty."-Dr. llmry 
IV. Bellc·ws. Q r 

Gottlieb: His Life' or love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."- ElmintJ Drake Slmker. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL - DISCUSSION. 
" Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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. NEWS AND NOTES. 

The afternoon \Vas just glimmering into dim gold amidst the 
abrupt and bare peaks and swelling mounds, when Indian valley, 
lying far down in the bosom of the shining scene, opened on the 
view like a smiling garden. No wonder that the Indians used 
to gather here, for this might seem like a happy hunting-ground 
to the tired wanderer among the hills, and a place of peaceful 
repose. Ht1milton is now the name it goes by, after the oldest 

_settler in these regions. The village is not very large, but it 
gives a pleasant aspect as we drive up to Franklin's, where the 
gooa host gives kindly entertainment. Just as we enter the in
clined plane that leads from the mountains to the valley. Charlie 
Sweek and his little wife are hastening to the rendezvous, horse
back, for that is the way much of the traveling is done in this 
country. About four miles from Hamilton his cabin gleams in 
the midst of the forest by the singing stream, where the mill is 
rattling merrily away, cutting off the giant trees and opening the 
fruitful soil to the sunshine. Mr. and Mrs. Sweek are Liberals 
whose enthusiasm is inspiring. So long as they are in the van
guard I know that failure is impossible, and with Mr. and Mrs. 
Platter bringing up the solid artillery in conjunction with this 
flying cavalry, of course the ranks are unbroken. Franklin, at 
witose house I stay, is one of the old settlers, and along with 
Hamilton's his ranch is quite a resort and camping-place for the 
stockmen, herders, etc., as they pass from point to point. The 
inhabitants of this country, like the sea, are ever in motion. 
There is very little of what is ·called farming. Hardly enough 
hay or vegetables or fruit is raised for home consumption. It is 
mostly cattle and sheep that make the wealth of the land. With
in a radius of twenty miles of Hamilton are one hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. In Grant counly there are sixteen thou
sand horses and fifty thousand cattle., In one year twenty-seven 
thousand cattle have been sold and exported from Grant and 
Harney countie~. The bunch grass, however, is being destroyed, 
and there are not more than one-half the number of cattle that 
were on the ranges ten years ago. The dr~)Uth has lasted two or 
three years. The crops, however, have been as good as the 
~vera~e thro~hout ~i:l~ :sta~~.' W.heat, . barley, ~nd oat~ are .pro

duced quite abundantly. In some places this year seventy-five 

, bushels of barley have been produced to the acre. If there was 

plenty of rain this would be oue of the wealthiest sections of the 

coast. In many places the lack of rain has produced a desolat

ing effect. Once-smiling farms are now like arid deserts along 

the Columbia and Snake rivers. 

Maxwell Ramsby, returning from Canyon City, gives me wel
come as we emerge from the dust of the mountain road. School
master Lewis, of Fox, is also at Franklin's. He and Lyons and 
Cobb come with a camping outfit prepared to follow the ca·m
paign through night and day. Altogether I found the scene 
quite a busy one in this secluded burg. There are not only brave 
men but fair women, and a gratifying audience fills the little 
hall where I speak. Here I meet for the first time Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Sweek, father and mother of my redoubtable comrade, 
C. V. Sweek, or Charlie, as the neighborly cognomen is. I lec
tured Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon, and th~ reception 
was cordial. My friends, the Wainscots and all their children, 
are over from Fox. There was quite a representative gathering. 
After the lecture I say good-bye to Fox valley friends-a good
bye with bright remembrance and forward look. I expect to 
return next summer. They are to have three lectures at Fox 
instead of one. This and Hamilton are about twenty-five hun
dred feet above the level of the sea, and this is altogether too 
high for orthodoxy. These breezy, sunny plains and vales are 
for the splendors of Freethought. 

Sunday evening, with Charlie Sweek and his wife and Willie 
Sweek, his brother, and Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Sweek, I journey 
to the ranch of the latter, a little house like a bird's nest hanging 
on the side of the hills. Before the eye spreads a beautiful and. 
magnificent panorama of mighty hills and canyons. I could not 
have had a more delightful time if I had been in a gorgeous 
palace. Nature gives a splendid display, and as for humanity, I 
could not find a more glowing fellowship than in this family of 
Freethinkers. They are heart and soul in the cause. Mrs. 
Almira Sweek, the mother, was for years in the shadow of the 
churches, but now she stands in the broad mountain light of 
Freedom. Harvey Sweek crossed the plains with our friends, 
the Davidsons, of Oswego, and quite strange adventures he met 
with on that journey-traveling alone part of the time and meet
ing Indians and all sorts of white folk. Freethought is in his 

. blood and brain. He was born to Radicalism as the bird is born 
to sing.' ,He can talk and has half a century of experiences to 
pour forth. I enjoyed my night and morning on this mountain 
side. 1 had a good sleep, and my waking hours were filled with 
rattling reminisc'ences of frontier fortunes. 

I was going to start from friend Sweek's after dinner Monday, 
but all at once by a suddenjnspiration, I know not from where 
-it might have been from some guardian angel-it pOPf:eJ into 
my mind that I must be at Monument, twelve miles away, at :z 
P,lI., for lecture.. Then there W;1~ "mounting in hot hast~:' ~!ld 
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in about fifteen minutes the wagon was thundering down the 
hills to the bed of the John Day river with Charlie Sweek and 
myself. Mrs. Sweek could not go with us, for her little canary 
bird had been left all alone in the- forest cabin singing its heart 
out in solitary confinement, and its gentle mistress must go and 
feed it and give it a chance to mingle its melody with the sun· 
shine and flowers. The next time we will take that canary with 
us. 

At about'halr-past two we heave in sight of the Monument 
school·house-not much bigger than a nut-shell, amidst the vast 
sand-hills. However, there were saddle-horses and wagons 
about, and evidently the people were gathered. I was just in 
time, and had to make my toilet outside, wash off the dust and 
comb my hair by the reflection of the sun, put on a clean collar 
and adjust my necktie without any reference to a mirror. In five 
minutes I was ready to proceed on "The Demands of Liberalism." 
After the discourse we went down to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Put· 
nam's for supper, for another lecture, and then for a dance. 
P\lssing through this mountainous country, where only occasion
ally a green spot is seen among the innumerable sand wastes and 
volcanic boulders, I was wondering how any audience could be 
gotten for a lecture, or whence the young folks were to congregate 
for the quadrille and the waltz. Joe Putnam could play the fiddle, 
and I could lecture if need be to the bare walls, but I could not do 
all the dancing, and I don't think Grandpa Burston could do it 
either, although he is full of life and almost eighty years of age. 
But as the shades of evening begin to fall, the young men and 
maidens gather, and the elders followed snit, and like the men 
of Roderick Dhu, it seemed as if somebody sprang from every 
thicket. I had a room full for the lecture. After the lecture the 
crowd increased wondrously. The house could not hold all, and 
the company overflowed into the surrounding grove. Only about
a forth could dance at a time, but they kept falling in, and the 
music flung its rapid strokes, and the building from roof to floor 
did not cease to shake with the merry-making until the dawn 
was on the hills. I went to bed about ten 0'clock, and dozed off 
and on to the rhythmic measures. It was like trying to sleep on 
a ship where the waves heat in everlasting motion. About mid
night I heard the cry for supper, and was fain, like the prodigal 
son, to arise and partake of the fatted calf-or deer, I believe, for 
Putnam had brought down his game the day before in the Rudio 
canyon, but I concluded to keep my ~ppetite until morning, and 
dream the happy hours away. It was a jolly assembly. Nobody 
can know what a good time they have in the deserts of Oregon 
unless they go there and see. The people throng from twenty 
miles around, and make the most of the occasion as they 

" Chase the glowing hours with flying feet." 

I am up early in the morning. I must be at Haystack the next 
day, and an awful journey lies before. I must climb three 
mountains on a bare trail, and hang midway between earth and 
heaven, ascending and descending the rocky declivities. Some
times the horses tower above at an angle of forty·five degree~, and 
sometimes we bend over the horses at the same iric1ination as 
we roll down into the gullies. If the road was any worse we 
could not traverse it. If it was any steeper we should tu nble pell

'J 

roell. If it was any more "sidling" we should pitch over into 
the canyons beneath. It was quite interesting in diabolical situa
tions, and just good enough to save our necks from breaking, It 
is the worst highway on the Pacific' Coast. Like Topsy, it 
II growed." No mortal hand could construct a road like t1is. It 
is beyond human.ingenuity. It could only come by a process of 

"natur~l selection." I believe it is as near" total depravity" as 
nature ever got. 

Before taking this venturesome journey I say good-bye to com
rade Charlie Sweek, who returns to Hamilton. I thank him for 
his untiring devotion and cheerful help through the toils of the 
campaign. _ 

I was glad to meet Grandpa Burston, in whose English veins 
flows the fiery blood of the Chartist revolution. He is vigorous 
yet in his old age, and the flame of thought is bright as ever. 
For half a century he has been in the ranks, and alwa5's on the 
alert. He introduced me at the lectures with the dignity and 
grace of a veteran soldier. 

John McHaley and family I was also glad to meet. The 
McHaley's are all Liberals, I believe, and are well-known 
throughout the county. They don't seem to be afraid of their 
colors. 

Tuesday -noon, Joe Putnam and myself reach Long Spring, 
where in the shade of the willows we take lunch. This spring 
is perennial, and flows on, drouth or no drouth. Its twinkling 
path down the hillside is marked by a line of willows. The shade 
and cool waters. are grateful. 

My namesake, Joe Putnam, is a splendid campaigner. He 
came to this country ten years ago with just two dollars in his 
pocket. His father is of the Campbellite church, and like myself, 
he was brought up in the tenets of orthodoxy, but he didn't t-..lke 
to it, and not having books to read he found consolation in the 
music of the heterodox violin, which he plays skillfully, and by 
whose strains the dance went on at Monument and Haystack. 
He grew naturally to Freethought, and has mastered nearly all 
its best literature. Paine was his first teacher. He has now a 
fine ranch and a blnd of about sixty horses where the famous 
Persian breed is mingling, and has both a poet and a philoso-
pher's delight in the 5trength and beauty of these animals. 

Haystack is an odd-looking place. It is a kind of jumbled-up 
valley in the midst of scattered hills, and you hardly know when 
you get into it. It is named after a mound near the centre of it 
which has the form apd color of a haystack. Around this the 
Indians and hunters were wont to camp, and gave the name. 
There are several haystacks however. This is a kind of series 
of valleys. You go from one to another as from chamber to 
chamber in some immense building. Vast rocky heights hem it 
about in grotesque shapes. The whole country through which I 
am now traveling is marvelous in its aspects. Its fossil remains 
are very wonderful and curious. The Princeton party has just 
been through here on a collecting tour. These vast canyons and 
precipitous hills hold the treasures or innumerable ages. Vol
canoes have heaved here, and tremendous floods have rolled. 
The scenery has a desolate, weird- character. The mountains 
appear like great walls with palisade after palisade built in their 
massive sides. Here are the debris of the tumult of imme~orial 
years. Giant forces have met in the tug of battle, water and fire 
ill magnificent battalions, each sweeping against the other, each 
defeating and each victorious, and leaving behind in scarred 
and bro~{en cohorts remnants of the mighty combat. As I look 
upon these fierce and ragged forms mingling in indescribable 
confusion and grandeur, it seems as if the battle were not yet 
over; the ranks are threatening stilI, some with blood-red 
pennons, and gray and yellow and emerald flags interlacing in 
the frowning rocks. I imagine the primeval world before me, 
and that man himself has not walked amidst these superb ruins. 
One can scarcely think of civilization as he beholds this im
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:mensityof \vildeniess that is like a statuesque ocean, its billows 
stopped in mid career. 

I expected a good time at Haystack, for the Liberals have 
conquered this valley, but my hopes were surpassed by the 
:ceality. If I had struck Paradise, Adam and Eve, and all, I 
could not have enjoyed the pr03pect better, for they have eaten 
of the forbidden fruit here, and know a thing or two. 

We went first up to the further end of the valley, where, amidst 
the orchards and beneath the tall poplars snugly held in by the 
gray hills, is the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Gates, and here 
I find royal welcome. In the- evening Mrs. Hayden and her 
daughters, Miss Mary and l\Iiss Lillie, visited us from their ranch 
near by and brou~ht good news as to the way the cooking was 
going on at Ramsby's--the cake and pie and the mutton and 
turkey that were being made ready for the forthcoming picnic. 
I went early to bed, and never awoke until the refreshing dawn 
sent its glittering messengers into the room, and the breakfast 
bell was ringing. A.bout noon Putnam and myself, "the other 
Putnam," arrive afRamsby's. Already the friends are gathering. 
The peach orchard is laden and the luscious grapes are shining. 
On the way down we overtake Carl 'Vagner and his sister, Miss 
Lavinia. Carl, like the wise virgins, has his lamp full of oil. 
Miss Lavinia has the bouquet of flowers for the Freethought 
stand. 

So both light and beauty are prepared for our way. The 
hall is beautifully ornamented with festoons and mottoes, among 
them Paine's, "The world is my country and to do good my re
ligion." The ladies here are enthusiastically Liberal and give 
their best efforts for the grace and honor of the festival. They 
blend the beautiful with the true. 
. At two o'clock quite a crowd is gathered, and I discourse on 
the Demands of Liberalism. After the lecture I am invited to a 
leg of turkey and such other things as every wandering pilgrim 
delights to contemplate. After a free and easy social time, at 
early candle light I begin another discourse and keep on for an 
hour or two until it is time for the dancing to begin. The crowd 
increases, until at midnight I don't know how many are enjoying 
the brilliant scene. Really in the heart of the Oregon wilder
ness there is the style and eclat of metropolitan life. The women 
are as elegant as in the city, and the men have the fashion and 
polish of Broadway. They come from sixty miles off-from far 
Antelope-and never in these parts was there a more splendid 
assembly. It was called by our Christian friends an "Infidel 
dance," but it beat every other festive occasion in the valley within 
the memory of man. I concluded to keep awake until supper 
time, for I knew that Mrs. Hayden had cooked a very excellent 
cake, and I thought thaf \Vas a good time to "take the cake." 
The table was loaded with grapes and peaches from Ramsby's 
own place, and California itself could not surpass the flavor of 
these delicious fruits. It ~"as a feast fit for the gods. Nature's 
best and woman's most cunning hand contributed to the royal 
entertainment. The dance continued all night, and rosy morn
ing saw the bright company disperse. 

I went to bed about midnight and arose with the sun. I must 
be on my W1.y betimes for Lone Rock. I bid good-bye to com
rade Joseph Putnam at Haystack. Well, I feel proud of the 
name I bear and that it has such a staunch and generous repre
sentative where the Monument mountains stand, beaten by many 
centuries of wind and storm, with mighty histori~s written in 
their rugged hearts and pictured on their beaming fronts, greet
ing the morning and the'evening sky with lustrous peaks-there 

shall the flag of freedom fly more glittering than all the arrows 
of the rushing dawn. 

Maxwell Ramsby gave me a representative hand-shake. Fair 
friends who were calmly sleeping while the silver morn was 
waking had delegated him to give the farewell grip to the Secular 
Pilgrim, and it was given with good-will, and never has any wel
come and good-bye made my heart beat with brighter hope. 

'William Collins takes me over to Lone Rock, twenty miles 
away. But twenty miles here is equal to about sixty miles on 
ordinary roads. We have to walk most of the distance up and 
down the hills. We pass by the Haydens and Gatescs, and once 
again say good-bye to these new friends, who seem like old 
friends in their warm-hearted entertainment. Down in a valley, 
K.ahler Basin by name, we stop at the home of Dr. Hughes and 
brother, where we take dinner and discourse philosophy. The 
doctor is Liberal, but his brother don't like to give up the good 
old way; still he can give the right hand of fellowship to the In
fidel. A little further on we meet Postmaster McFlyng, who is 
not quite ready to fling our colors, but don't find much to differ 
with in the lectures. However, his boys have signed the. roll. 
At sunset the Lone Rock valley appears. It looks like some 
dale hidden in the heart of the Alps, so closely do the mountains 
encompass it. It is a land of promise after our weary journey. 
As it is supper time and Collins is hungry and sleepy, having 
been up all the night before and traveled all the day, and as I 
am to lecture in the evening, I will drop these news and notes, 
" to be continued." SA)1UEL P. PUTNAM. 

Betwixt Haystack and Lone Rock, Sept. 19, 1889. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR INDIANS. 

So far as the masses are concerned, religious education stops 
just as soon as the aims of the church are reached. \Vhenever 
the pupil has been made perfectly subservient to the church, edu
cation ceases. The object is to make a devoted slave, and noth
ing higher. To make a free, independent, energetic, and self
reliant man is entirely foreign to its purpose. It is never 
attempted, and never achieved, save by some mistake. 

So we find that the Jesuit fathers in California bca,t of ha\·illg 
civiltzel the native Indian. They converted him, attached him 
to the mission as a vassal and worker, and there ended his educa.
tional course. Not one ever rose above that. There was an ar
rested development. Had the missions stayed till now, there 
would have been only priest and slave. 

\Vhen General Grant was president it was thought that . our 
Indians would be the better for schools in the hands of churches 
and churchmen. The inspector-general now says it is not a suc
ces~. The schools make Methodists, Baptists, or Roman Catholics, 
but nothing more. Just as soon as the Indian mind has been en
tirely subdued to the will of the church, there is the same arrested 
development, and no worthy specimen has arisen from these 
schools fit to ~e called an American CItIzen. The religion of 
abject obedience forbids an advance to the state of true man
hood. 

Furthermore, the forms of religion are preferred and taught 
and acquired, rather than the principles of liberty, justice, and 

humanity. Sometime ago a small tribe in Arizona, under the 

tuition of the Catholic church, had occasion to make a warlike 

raid on their neighbors. They captured some women and young 

children, and literally followed the example of Moses, as set out 

in the thirty-first chapter of Number~. They" slew all the males 


. among the little ones, and kept all the young women for· them
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selves." Their Christian training, however, led them to baptize 
the boys before dashing their brains out against the rocks. 

. What training! It had done nothing to prevent war, to save 
human life, even child· life. It did not spare the captured 
women from sexual slavery. It did not suggest even a less cruel 
death than dashing their brains out against the rocks. But it did 
suggest a mere form and ceremony, baptism, before the bloody 
ordeal. 

Yet this is the religion that professes to be the mother of 
morality, and the handmaiden of a just God! The history of 
Europe, from the tenth to the sixteenth century, shows that the 
church of Rome has been just like these Indians. Morality, hu
manity, and justice it had none, but it never failed to say mass 
and baptize the most obstinate heretics before killing them. 

We should investigate these religious preachers for the Indian~, 
and if we find them teaching any forms and ceremonies, instead 
of justice, liberty, independence, and humanity. we should say, 
If Away with them! Better the naked savage than the fanatic 
fiend that baptizes infants and then dashes their brains out." 

THB CHURCH AND BRUNO. 

It has taken the pope of Rome and his college' of cardinals 
ever since the 9th of last June to decide what they are going to 
do about the statue of Bruno which the Freethinkers unveiled in 
Rome on the date mentioned, and it is becoming evident that 
they have determined to arouse such a state of feeling against the 
monument as will lead to its removal. The pope has issued his 
allocution denouncing the work, and now the cardinals and arch
bishops are at it. Gibbons of Baltimore sends this pastoral to 
his flock: 

"A mingled feeling of righteous wrath and deep sympathy was bred 
in every Catholic heart when the news came that in Rome impious men 
dared to unveil the statue of an apostate monk to the admiration and 
veneration of the thousands assembled, dragging the memory of a wild 
theorizer, a shameless writer, and denier of the divinity of Christ, from 
the obscurity of a grave that had for three centuries closed upon its 
disgrace. 

"These men, backed by mere brute force, have set upon a pedestal in 
the holy city the statue of the infa.mous Bruno. 

"Such a proceeding is a flagrant outrage ripon the Catholic and Chris
tian world. It is a deliberate and well-aimed blow at all that is sound 
and wholesome in religion and morals. Its animus is clear, from selec. 
tion of time and place and the unchristian and defiant language employed 
in the unveiling of a statue of a man whose whole life breathed cowardice, 
pride, and defiance of lawfully constituted authority. In their frantic 
efforts after miscalled freedom they have spurned the truth, which alone 
could make them free. 

"Theirs is not the action of decent, honorable but misguided men, 
calmly, and.with due regard to the feelings of others, promulgating a 
new belief. Their attempt is not so much to honor Bruno as to insult 
and vilify the vicar of Christ and his devoted children through Christen. 
dam. 

" They have chosen, as the committee to further the movement, the 
. champions of Atheism, the would-be destroyers of the very foundations 

of Christianity. 
" It is proper that the Christian world, and especially this portion, and 

where the term' religious freedom' is understood in a Christian sense, 
should brand with their indignant scorn an action such as this. 

"We are not yet ready for processions in which the red and the black 
flags of revolutionists and Anarchists are defiantly flaunted." 

If, in the face of such audacious lying and misrepresentation 
as the cardinal indulges in, one could keep his temper he might 
inquire why the Freethinkers have not the same right to erect 
statues to martyrs in their cause that Christians have to similarly 
honor those who have died to attest their sincerity of belief in 

religious superstition. What Freethinker e"er justified the mur::' 
der of Sir Thomas More, put to death by Protestants, or what 
Infidel ever objected to a monument being raised to him or any 
other Catholic martyr? Cardinal Gibbons states that the Bruno 
memorial was intended to insult and vilify the pope and his 
church. Well, it may go as such; but let us inquire of Cardinal 
Gibbons what object he had in view in writing the pastoral letter 
reproduced above. Is that letter free from any attempt to "in
sult and vilify" Freethinkers? If not, he is gUilty of the same 
offense he charges upon the disciples of Bruno, and with less 
provocation; because the Freethinkers attack the church for 
murdering a hero, while the Christian world is called upon by 
this cardinal to "brand with their indignant scorn" the Freethinkers 
for honoring him. Is appreciation as great a crime as murder? 

Archbishop Corrigan of New York has also issued a pastoral 
on the same subject. It is equally violent, and much longer than 
the cardinal's. Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia follows suit. 
This last prelate denounces the Bruno celebration as an "insult
ing ceremony" and a "wretched expression of wounded envy," 
and seeks to prejudice the king of Italy by claiming that it was 
H as anti-royal as anti-papal." The pastoral is a plea for the re
establishment of the temporal sovereignty of the pope, and con
tains this significant declaration: 

"We cannot help thinking that it does not become a mighty organiza
tion of over two hundred millions of people to look on quietly; to behold 
their supreme pastor on earth insulted in his capital." 

This may be properly regarded as an exhortation to the two 
hundred million Catholics of the world to wrest the city of Rome 
from the dominion of the Italian government by force, and to 
place the vicar of Christ once more upon the throne of the 
Cresars. ., 

Cardinal Gibbons says we are not ready for revolution, but it 
appears that Archbishop Ryan is not only ready but anxious 
for it. 

Other prelates are yet to be heard from. The" indignant 
scorn" called for by the American Cardinal will of course reach 
San Francisco. We may expect from our own Riordan a deliv
erance thlt will make the Catholics hate Freethinkers worse than 
they do now, and San Francisco Catholics are. at present the most 
b!goted and hateful it has ever been- our fortune to come in con
tact with. The pope's Irish, the pope's Italian, and the pope's 
Mexicans of this coast surpass those of all other sections of 
America in ignorance, bigotry, superstition, and crime. 

We are ready to admit that in addition to honoring Bruno the 
Freethinkers who erected his monument desired to express their 
disapprobation of Roman Catholicism. But what is the object 
of the Catholic church? Is it to glorify God, as it professes? Is 
it to save souls? Is it to make the world better, happier, and 
more enlightened ? We know, and these cardinals and arch
bishops know, that its object is nothing of the kind. These car
dinals and archbishops know· as well as we do that their God, 
their Christ, and their Virgin Mary are myths and inventions; 
that their hell, their purgatory, and their heaven exist nowhere 
outside their own imaginations. They know that the Catholic 
church is simply a big political machine, no more holy than 
other political machines. Their declarations of piety are hypo
critical, like the patriotic sentiments of demagogues. Their 
ceremonial is mere daptrap, like the partisan demonstrations 
which precede elections. As Thomas Paine said, miracles are 
the hocus-pocus of religion, and parables are its lingo. The 
politician1 the jug~ler~ and the priest are the trinity that keep the 
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simple-minded in open-mouthed awe; the first by working upon 
their prejudices; the second, their credulity; and the third, their 
prejudices, credulity, and superstitions. And the worst of these 
is the priest. The politician will sometimes admit that he works 
for the interest of himself and party; the juggler does not con
ceal that he aims to deceive, but the priest practices a despicable 
hypocrisy that makes him ten times more execrable than the 
others. 

While it is to be deplored that such sentiments as those ex
pressed by the pope, cardinal, and archbishops exist in any human 
breast, it is fortunate for the world that. this Bruno celebration 
has so angered the church as to throw its dignitaries off their 
guard and betray their real intentions. \Ve now know what to 
expect. We may look for an unceasing attack of the Vatican 
upon the Bruno monument until one or the other disappears 
from Rome, and for perpetual warfare of Catholicism upon 
Freethought until one or the other disappears from the earth. 

TAYLOR'S "DIEGESIS," 

The following letter contains a suggestion worth being acted 
upon: 
To the Editors of-Freethough!.

I have just read "Agnosticism," the discussion between Professor Hux
ley and the Rev. Dr. Wace. It seems strange to me that in all the dis
cussions on that subject in late years, and among all the biblical critics 
quoted on both sides, not one has alluded to Taylor'S" Diegesis," while 
both sides seem to concede the personality of Christ and his apostles as 
they·do that of Cresar and his generals. Is it possible that Taylor's ar- . 
gument is a failure, or is it another case where silence is the only ans":er 
possible? Seeing that Agnostics do not allude to it ill any way, would 
it be presumptuous to think that even Mr. Huxley is not aware that there 
is such a work?, Is it not likely that it has been out of print in England 
for at least fifty years? 

Now if the editor of FREETHOUGHT were to send him a copy of the 
"Diegesis" with a request for his opinion of the value of the historical 
part of,it, his notice of it would place it before the world as no other 
man's could. I have no doubt that if you send a copy, and if Mr. Hux
ley can find time in the intervals of his seemingly interminable brushing 
away of ecclesiastical mosquitoes (thirsting for his blood) to review it, 
that in two or three months we may get an answer. I will stand the ex
pense. _ Yours, JOHN BEAUMONT. 

Harris, Humboldt Co., Cal. ' 

Our contemporary, l\Ir. C. A.Watts, of Watts & Co., publishers 
of the Literary Guide, 17 johnson's Court, Fleet street, London, 
is or has been, we believe, in correspondence with Professor 
Huxley. Perhaps, as Mr. Beaumont surmises, Taylor's "Diegesis" 
is out of print in London, but if it is not, Mr. Watts is hereby 
solicited to procure a copy and forward it to Professor Huxley, 
together with this paper. If the" Diegesis" is not obtainable in 
London, Mr. Watts may communicate with its American pub
lisher, J. P. Mendum, Paine Memorial Building, Appleton street, 
Boston, Mass., who will transmit the work to Profe8sor Huxley 
and charge the same to our account. For all expense incurred 
bv Watts & Co., they will be promptly indemnified upon report
i~g to us. Mr. Huxley, we have no doubt, will be pleased to 
learn that as far away as this western border of the American 
continent he is read with interest and appreciation, and that the 
dweller in London town is not beyond the watchful ken of the 
rancher of Humboldt 'county, California. 

AT the close of the Portland Convention Samuel P. Putnam 
will give his now somewhat celebrated lecture," Moody and 
Sam Jones Reviewed," at Masonic Hall, Portland, Tuesday 

evening, Oct. 

-
THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, October 6, at 8 o'clock. Professor Miller will speak on 
"Matter and Spirit. ", 

WHEN the National Conference of Charities and Correction 
was in sessio!! here, the Rev. Thomas Uzzell came as one of the 
delegates. We do not know where he hailed from, but he went 
away toward the East, and when he got as far as Denver he 
paused to remark: 

" San Francisco is one great house of prostitution. It is the most 
abominable place I ever saw in my life. This great moral leprosy is de
vouring it as a whole. It is a wonder that God in righteous indignation 
does not open up the earth and swallow the city so that it may no longer 
contaminate the pure air of heaven. No wonder they have earthquakes 
there." 

It always takes visitors, and clerical ones at that~ to find out the 
real wickedness of this city. They generally point for China
town and Barbary Coast on the evening of their arrival, investigate 
Dupont street the second night, and wind up at Tar Flat on the 
third. Meanwhile they have not taken the trouble to make the 
acquaintance of the reputable portions of the city. As a rule 
they have come to San Francisco to see the elephant, and it is 
told on good authority that religious bodies like the conference 
of charities, moved by a sense of duty, spend much time in places 
which reputable residents never visit. The Rev. Mr . .uzzell 
should know that if he digs downward anywhere he will ultimately 
strike mud; while if he searches in the other direction he will 
reach a totally different and much more pleasing result. Which 
way a man habitually looks depends on his tastes and temperament. 

EDITOR BARRY of the San Francisco Weekly Star was sentenced 
last Monday to five days'imprisonment and a fine of $500 for 
contempt of court. The contempt consisted in an editorial 
criticism of, the ruling of a local judge, published in the Star. 
We cannot judge of the merits of the case, not being a lawyert 

but it strikes us that the judiciary is carrying things with a toler
ably elevated hand, and we beg leave to extend our congratula
tions to Mr. Barry-that is, we wish to congratulate him that he 
escaped being shot. 

THE Annual Convention of the Canadian Secular Union, held 
Septem ber 14' and 1 5, at Toronto, is reported by Secular Thought 
as a most successful event.' The following officers were ,elected: 
President, Capt. Robert C. Adams, of Montreal; secretary, J. A. 
Risser, of Toronto; treasurer, A. Earsman, of Toronto. A very 
full and interesting report of the convention is given in Secular 
Thought of September 21. 

IN contrasting Mormons with Chinamen the Utah Commission 
has made a great mistake. The Chinese have none of the virtues 
of the Mormons, but they have all their vices and a lot more 
peculiar to themselves. _~nd' there is this further difference
that Mormon polygamy is based on a sense of religious duty, 
while Chinese depravity arises from innate cussedness. 

THE Califr,mia Athletic Club set a noble example in ejecting 
and disgracing the two pugilists who fought a "fake" fight for a 
draw last' week. If compromising and bargaining are to be 
allowed in the ring, pugilism will soon become as corrupt as re
ligion and politics, which now divide the stakes, in the form of 
taxes, which the people put up for them. 
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THIS language is credited to the Rev. Dr. Holland, ofSt. Louis, 
who spoke at the Cleveland meeting of the Brotherhood of St.. 
Andrew, September 27: 

"All men are not equal. Weare not born equal. and we never can 
be equal, and the idea that God created men equal grew out of the 
superstition and the infidel ignorance of an age that has passed away. 
ltis God's law that some men shall be greater than others, and all the 
Anarchy and the Communism and the Atheism of the world cannot change 
it." 

\Vhen a clergyman desires to make a notion unpopular he 
attributes its origin to Anarchy, Communism, or Atheism. The 
Rev. Dr. Holland should know, however, that human equality is 
the foundation of republicanism and democracy, and that to deny 
such equality is a more dangerous attack upon this government 
than was ever contemplated by Anarchists or Communists. 

THE .arrest of George Francis Train in Boston recalls events 
which were of considerable interest at the time they occurred. 
John A. Lant in 1875 published at Toledo, Ohio, a paper called 
the Toledo Sun, to which Mr. Train was a contributor, and when 
Lant wanted to borrow some money Train indorsed his note. 
Lant went to New York, and was arrested by Anthony Comstock 
for publishing obscene reading matter. It was about this time 
that one Dr. Spiller loaned Lant $321, Train indorsing the note. 
Lant couldn't pay it, Train wouldn't; and now, fourteen years 
later, Train is arrested on an execution. The principal and ac
crued interest of the debt reach the sum of $1,000. 

JOHN J. PLUNKETT, formerly editor of the Christian Science. 
Magazine, is said to be in San Francisco. When Plunkett was 
in the Christian science business in New York, a short time ago, 
he had a wife, also a Christian scientist, and a promising disciple 
named \Vorthington, likewise full of Christian science. A few 
months since Mrs. Plunketc and Mr. Worthington were discovered 
to be in close relations; Plunkett sued for a divorce, and his 
wife and Worthington fled. Thus it is that John J. Plunkett is 
a wanderer upon the face of the earth, and that Christian science, 
as represented by himself and family, has fallen into innocuous 
decay. 

Two new reform publications are in the field-the" Golden 
Perhaps," and" Looking Forward." The former is a Liberal 
journal started at Denver, Col., and the latter a Nationalist maga
zineissuing from San Diego, Cal. We wish lqng life to both, 
but we are not expecting anything more than is reasonable. 

THIS number of FREETHOUGHT will reach a thousand people 
who are not subscribers. All are invited to subscribe. Single 
subscriptions are $2 per year, but in order to get new patrons we 
will give two subscriptions for $3; three for $4, o~ four for $5. 
Address Putnam & 1\:facdonald, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco. 

DONORS will please accept grateful acknowledgements for the 
follo\\'ing sums advanced to help the cause: Frank Butler, $1; 
N: F. Griswold, $20; Samos Parsons, $10; A. W. Poole, $2. 

THE FALLCAh:Lr.A.IGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appoi'ntments in Oregon 
arid \Vashington: 
Fossil ....•......Or., Sept., 21,22, Eugene...... Or.;... Sept. 17,18, 
Hillsboro, ...... " " .... 27, Coburg ....... " "," .19,20, 
North Yamhill ... " "28, 29, Talent...... .." ".22, 23, 
Forest Grove .... Or., Sept..... 30, Linkville .•.••• ', '''25,26,27, . 
Ranier .•........ " Oct••.. 5, 6, Los Angeles. San Diego, Santa Ana, 
Stella; .. : .. ~ :. 'V.T., " ..••. 7, Anaheim, Norwalk, Pomona, San 
Portland.: .... Or., " 12,13,14, Jacinto,San Pasqual,and other points . 
Brownsville ..." " .... I 6, in So.C~l., November and December. _ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

. The following card explains itself: 
An die lUitglieder des San Francisco Tztrn- Veri!ins: 

GUT HElL! Das 37te Stiftungs-Fest nebst Ball unseres Vereins findet 
Sonntag, den 6. October 18gg, in Woodward's Garden statt. Nur sole he 
Turner die am Ausmarsch beth'eiligen haben freien Einttitt und sind 
eben falls zu einer Eintrittskarte fur Abends berichtigt. Abmarsch von 
der Halle punkt Xg Uhr Morgens. DAs COMITE. 

'If there are any to whom the above does not explain itself they 
will find the nub of the matter in the advertisement on page 037 
of this paper. 

At the Freethought Society'S meeting last Sunday evening Mr. 
E. G. Anderson spoke on "Humanity's Needs." Previous to 
the lecture Professor Joran warmed the piano into a state of ac
tivity, an eruption of brilliant music being the result. 

Vice-President Lemme presided. 1\lr. Anderson, in his open
ing remarks, paid a' high compliment to the speaker at the 
previous meeting, B. F. Underwood, wh:)se name, he said, was 
known as far as the English language is spoken. Mr. Anderson 
felt the disadvantage of following so distinguished an orator and 
1 )gician. 	 . . 

The burden of the discourse was industrial freedom. All had 
an equal right to the resources of the earth. Noone, th~ speaker 
said, could be intellectually free who was economically enslaved. 
He thought it probable that a majority of his audience were 
slaves. Man had four natures to be looked after, physical, men
tal, moral, and spiritual. The first was the most important, be
cause the others depend upon it, and were good or bad according 
to physical conditions. Mr. Anderson held that all classes of re
formers should work together for physical improvement. He 
announced himself a Spiritualist, having scientific evidence of a 
future life, which no man who believed in evolution could deny; 
because, if life ended at the grave, progression thus ceased, and 
there was an end of evolution. The fact that evolution applies 
to the race instead of the individual does not seem to have en
tered into' Mr. Anderson's consideration of the subject., After 
devoting the most vigorous language at his command to an argu
ment against Materialism, and omitting to outline any system for ~ 
the amelioration of human misery, the speaker closed by saying 
he hoped that we might sink our diRerences and co-operate. . 

Dr. O'Brock was the first critic, which is usually the case when 
he is present. He spoke rapidly and ramblingly for five minutes, 
when the chair called him to order and asked him to confine 
himself to the subject or' to desist. Dr. O'Brock declined to do 
either, saying that all questions wer~ related to one another; that 
what he had said had a world-wide significance and application 
to human needs, though everybody might not· be able to see it, 
and that the chair had been very impolite in interrupting him. 
He then ram bled backward over what he had previously said, 
and annihilated his full ten minutes. Dr. 0'Brock is positively 
the worst public speaker I ever heard, and it seems to me it has 
been my luck to hear most of the bad ones. He is the terror of all 
societies in this city having an open platform. If he survives me 
I should like to have him make some. remarks at my funeral. 
Then I would be sure that those who had to listen to him would 
regret the occasion that called him forth, arid be sorry that I had 
died. 

Other speakers followed, but interest in the proceedings was 
practically extinct. Mr. Curtis spoke briefly and pointedly. Mr.. 
Knight moderately. Professor Miller learned hr. Then Mr. An-. 
derson closed the discussion. He complained- because the critics 
had assailed his notions on immortality, but he did not explain 
why he introduced them if he did not wish them to be discussed. 
He claimed that all present had immortal souls and would live 
forever in spite of themselves. Mr. Knight interrupted him to 
inquire if we did not have the privilege of committing suicide in .. 
the next world when we got enough of it,.and Mr. Anderson re
plied that he didn't thtnk we could do it. 

I was surprised, as the audience was di~persing, to have several 
approach me and remark that' the meeting had been one of the' 
most interesting of the season. Vice-Pre.:;ident Eastman claimed 
that he had enjoyed O'Brock's performance because he had heard 
him do .so much worse before. . . _. 
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A very fine programme has been prepared for October. Pro
fessor Herbert Miller will open proceedings on the 6th with a 
lecture on "Matter and Spirit," with reference to the views of 
Dr. Jerome A. Anderson, who spoke before the society a short (; 
time since on .C Good and Evil." On the 13th Dr. Anderson is 
expected to reply to Professor Miller; following, October 20, Mr. 
H. L. Knight will review both as a reconciler. On the evening 
of ~unday, the 27th, Hon. F. B. Perkins closes the month wit~ 
an address on "Freedom and Slavery." 

I made reference last week to the case of John Doe Bushrod, 
of 13 Cannibal Place, who, at the instance of Mrs. Maria Harry, 
was arrested on the charge of assault to murder; and told of his 
apprehension, imprisonment, examinadon, and release on my 
responsibility, pending trial. 

The case came up for trial Wednesday, Sept. 25, in Old City 
Hall, the tumbledown· ruin which fronts Portsmouth Square, on 
Kelfm' street, and which, when new, w~s the Jenny Lind Thea
tre. Judge Lawler sa.t upon the bench. Bushrod's attorney, 
Judge Sawyer, was at his post. He is almost as historical a figure 
as the Old City Hall itself. Years ago he was judge in the court 
where he now practices for moderate fees, and the other relics of 
those dars who still hang about the place say that he was a great 
favorite with all and much respected. He had a habit of open
ing court at 7 o'clock in the morning, so that the cases of re
spectable citizens who had drank indiscreetly on the previous
evening might be disp:)sed of before reporters and spectators ar
rived. 

Bushrod kept his word, and was present. I expect there are 
many courageous men who might have been tempted to leave 
the vicinity rather than face the charge of assault to murder, with 
several year's imprisonment to follow a possible conviction. Be
sides, he had no witnesses for himself except his own incoherent 
story, while there were two against him, and he had not the 
slightest confidence in the courts, which he regards as mere tools 
of monopoly and engines of oppression. 

But the prosecuting party, Mrs. Harry, was there also. She 
made some mistake about the date, and came the day before 
and held down a very warm seat in the witness room from 10 
o'clock in the morning until 4 in the afternoon, and her temper 
was high. Her principal witness did not appear, but the butcher 
and the baker from the corners of Cannibal Place did appear. 
They didn't go into court; they went into the witness room and 
labQred with Mrs. Harry. The butcher had closed up his shop 
in order to come, and was losing his noon trade. The baker 
had three barrels of flour in the process of bread-making, and 
didn't know whether it was being spoiled or not. The butcher 
accused Mrs. Harry, in French, of ruining his. business. The 
baker did the same in German, until the woman was ready to 
sacrifice everything, even to forego vengeance on Bushrod, for 
the sake of rest, and appealed to me to know to do. I gave the 
same answer about a score of times. I advised her to "withdraw 
the charge and go home." By the time the case was got before 
the court she had capitulated. The whole crowd of us gathered 
around the judge and prosecuting attorney. The woman said 
she would let Bushrod go if he would never speak to her again 
or come near her premises. Bushrod consented if she would let 
him alone, and the wearied judiciary dismissed the case. 

I have given so much space to this affair, first, because it oc
cupied two or three days of my time, and if I cannot gel an item 
out of it, that time is a total loss. Secondly, it seems to demon
strate how easily a man without friends might be subjected to 
imprisonment and conviction of some infamous crime, even 
though innocent, for Judge Sawyer remarked to Bushrod t4at the 
latter owed more to my interference than to the argument of his 
counsel. At the same time it demonstrates how easily a man 
may be acquit~ed, even though guilty. , 

I do not know whether Bushrod assaulted Mrs. Harry with a 
knife or not. I don't believe he did, but on the testimony that 
~he and her neighbor were prepared to give he might have got 
a year at San Quentin prison. It is not a very pleasant thought 
that the courts are employed every day in disposing of cases like 
this, and that possibly every day sees some harmless and innocent 
person lodged in the old City Hall station house, with. the. 

prospect that the building will fall on him before his case comes 
to trial. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

It is claimed that the Republicans carried the elections held 
last Tuesday in the four new states of \Vashington, Montana, and 
North and South Dakota. South Dakota adopted prohibition. 
Woman suffrage was defeated in all the new states. 

C. A. \Vetmore, of California, received the grand prize for 
wines at the Paris Exposition.--The monument executed by 
Sculptor \Vells, of San Francisco, to be erected in honor of J. 
W. Marshall, the discoverer of gold in California, has been ac
cepted by the committee, and will be unveiled at Coloma, EI 
Dorado county, next May under the auspices of the native sons. 
--A vein of natural gas has been struck at Salinas, Monterey 
county. At last accounts it was filling an eight-inch pipe, and burn
ing sixteen feet high.--Cigarmakers of San Francisco are 
worrying over the fact that the local cigar trade is falling off, 
ruined by Chinese cheap labor and Eastern enterprise.--Sec
retary Winnom has informed the Collector of Customs of San 
Diego, Cal.. that under the existi~g Chinese Exclusion Acts 
Chinese merchants doing business'in the United States are not 
prevented from visiting Lower California and returning to the 
United States, as the Exclusion Acts relate solely to Chinese la
borers.--Postmaster Bryan of S,an Francisco has applied to the 
postmaster-general for more assistants. It appears that the busi
ness of the office here has increased about 40 per cent in the 
past four years.--The steamer Alameda, which arrived from 
Australia last Saturday, brought about $2,250,000 in British gold .. 
It represents a balance due on American products purchased in ' 
Australia. The gold will go to the mint and be coined into 
American money.--Jewish residents celebrated their New 
Year, last week Thursday.--It is proposed, by a company re
cently formed, to bring water to San Francisco from Lake Tahoe, 
over 200 miles away. The projectors offer to furnish a supply 
of 30,000,000 gallons per day for $15,000,000 in city bonds. 
--Major Powell, chief of the Geological Survey, who has been 
in attendance on the Senatorial Committee investigating the irri": 
gation question in the West, says that the arid land that can be 
irrigated and made productive in states and territories visited will 
amount to over 100,000,000 acres. The work of the committee 
will conclude with the preparation of a report upon the advisa
bility of Congressional appropriations for surveys in arid districts. 

Butte, Mont., had a half-million dollar fire Sunday, which at 
one time threatened to destroy the whole business portion of the 
city.--TheWoman's Christian Temperance Union has split 
over politics, and a non-partisan union will be formed.--Mrs. : 
James G. Blaine~ Jr., will sue her husband for a divorce.--It 
is reported that the commander of a United States war vessel 
asked to be relieved because Fred Douglass, the colored minister 
to Hayti, was to sail in his ship, and he objected to sitting at 
table with a negro. Douglass has sailed for Hayti in the U. S. 
man-of-war Kearsarge.--M. E. Billings, of \Vaverly,Iowa, 
upon retrial, has been found guilty of killing Kingsley, the 
alleged paramour of Billings's wife, and sentenced to imprison
ment for life.--The Utah commission reports in favor of a 
constitutional provision against polygamy.--The Rev. George 
F. Pentecost, of Brooklyn, the evangelist, has been sued for $30,
000 by Herbert T. Richards for alleged violation of contract. 
Richards alleges he engaged Pentecost to edit a magazine with 
the understanding that Pentecost would also quietly recommend 
its publication. The contract was made March 8, 1887. Pente
cost, however, alleged 'he made a contract with the Rev. Joseph 
Cook of Boston some months later to edit a rival publication. 
Richard's magazine failed in consequence.--The number 
drowned in the Johnstown, Pa., disaster is officially placed at 
3,~00.--George Francis Train is in jail at Boston, Mass., for 
debt. He refuses to payor take the poor debtor's oath. 

Gladstone, in a recent speech, denounced land nationalization, 
as robbery. This is directly contrary to the belief of many of 
Mr. Gladstone's strongest supporters.--A dispatch from Lon
don dated September 28 Rays: "To-day the ancient cory>oration ' 
of the city of London elected its lord mayor and two other



632 FREETHOUGHT. 

sheriffs for the ensuing year. It is about as curious a combina
nation as ever appeared at the head of any municipality in the 
world, as the new lord mayor, Alderman Isaacs, is a Jew, while 
one of the sheriffs is a Catholic, and his colleague an Atheist." 
-,-Eliza Cook, the poet, died at Wim bledon" Eng., Sept. 2 5. 
One of her poems best known in this country is "The Old Arm , 
Chair."--The pope has appointed Cardinal Gibbons, Arch
bishop Riordan, and another Western bishop to investigate the 
condition of affairs under Bishop Gilmour in the diocese of Cleve
land, O. The state of things in the archdiocese of New York is 
unsatisfactory, too, and Archbishop Corrigan has been summoned 
to Rome. 

THE PORTLAND CONVENTION, OCT. 12, 13, 14. 

Alexander Hardy, of Lost Valley, sends in by Putnam five 
dollars. 1\lrs. Almira Sweek, fiflY cents. William Sims, of Mill 
City, five dollars. S. M. Kelso, of Garden horne, five dollars. 

So many encouraging letters have been received that we feel 
unable to name them all. Moses Hull will not be able to reach 
here, and has gone East. I have invited Ex-Governor Robinson 
of Kansas, but have received no reply. 

Liberals can do the convention goo~ work by inviting persons 
on the way to join them at meetings, and hear and see. 

.Come resolved to block out work for another year. If not for 
yourselves, at least, for others to do who are ready and waiting to 
labor for the cause. 

Remember the promise in our Gospel of Peace: "Where two 
or three meet together they may become filled with the religion 
of humanity, and be everlastingly saved from superstition." 

C. BEAL, 
President Oregon State Secular Union. 

EAST PORTLAND, OR., Sept. 29, 1889. 
C. BEAL, Dear Sir: I wish to say that we have secured a second hall 


for Monday evening to give ample r(Jom for the ball and lunch, and have 

arranged to give an entertainment in connection. The programme is not 

completed, but the music, so far as arranged, is: 


Overture .........•.•........••...•...........ORCHESTRA 
Chorus....••......•.... " ............ DOUBLE QUARTETTE 
Violin Solo. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... PROF. J. STEBINGER 
Zither Duet .....•.•............ Messrs. HAEKLIN and TURK 
(Interspersed with numerous recitations.) 

The floor managers for the ball are Dr. Semler, Captain DuBois, Mrs. 

Dr. Semler, Mrs. M. A. Buffington, and Mr. and Mrs. Justin. 


On the Reception Committee are the following: Mrs. Judge Beal, Mrs. 

A. F. Neunert, Mrs. F. A. Saunders, Mrs. Lizzie Ewing, Mrs. Love, Miss 

Smith, and Miss Matb«: Blaisdell, of Portland, and Mrs. E. A. Baylor, 

Mrs. G. H. McCord, Mrs. Alice Carver, and Miss Lettie Baylor, of East 

Portland. 


On the Lunch Committee are Mrs. Taut, Mrs. Emma Neunert, and 

Miss Montgomery, of Portland, and Mrs. Sue Keenow, Mrs. Ella Payne, 

Mrs. Elsie Pierce, Mrs. H:;Lttie Miller, Mrs. Tina Grant, Miss Laura 

Lucas, 1V1Isses Myrtle and Jessie McCord, Miss Maud Keenan, Miss 

Maggie McKinney, Miss Pearl Pierce, Miss Dora Powell, of East Port

land, and Miss 'Yanda Bracht, of Vancouver, Wash. 


Other names will be added to these'committees, and the details will 
be arranged at the proper time. Mrs. CARRIE E. HAIGHT. 

THE Glory of Infidelity. By Samuel P. Putnam. San Fran
cisco: Putnam and Macdonald, 504 Kearny street. Price 10 

cents. Mr. Putnam is proud to say he is an Infidel. The In
fidel, he says, is he who is unfaithful. "Unfaithful to what? 
To that which is established, accredited; to that which almost 
everybody believes to be right. He is the unfashionable thinker; 
the minority of one." Mr. Putnam sees that it has been the 
doubter who has been the cause of all the progress of the world. 
Even orthodoxy he finds must thank Infidelity for keeping it" a 
live corpse," since such life as it has to-day consists in its efforts 
of defense. It shows its greatest activity in refusing to be buried. 
Mr. Putnam's essay or lecture has the right ring. It is crisp, 
healthy, and straight to the point. We hope it will have a wide 
circulation.-London Freethinker. 

IT is stated that there are no less than twenty-five Methodist 
ministers in Spokane Falls, W. T. Of these, nineteen are in 
business, three are teaching, two are pastors, and one is a presid
ing elder. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

To the Constitution of the Amerioan Seoular Union. 
• 

PREAMBLE. 
Whereas, The Constitution of the United States, in spirit and 

in letter, is framed in accordance with the principle of the to.al 
separation of church and state; and, 

Whereas, Notwithstanding these facts, the administration of 
the National government, and the administration and constitu
tions of the several State governments, maintain numerous prac
tical connections of the State with the Church, thereby violating 
the spirit of the United States Constitution; and, 

Whereas, The welfare and peace of the republic, .the equal 
religious rights and liberties of its citizens, require that all the 
political and educational institutions of the nation which are sup
ported by taxation should be faithfully conformed to the spirit uf 
the fundamental law;, we hereby associate ourselves together and 
adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

NAME. 
ARTICLE 1. The name of the association shall be the' Ameri

can Secular Union. 
GENERAL OBJECT. 

ARTICLE II. The general object of the association shall be to 
secure the total separation of church and state" to the end th3.t 
equal rights in religion, genuine morality in politics, and freedom, 
virtue, and brotherhood be established, protected, and perpetu
ated. , ' 

ARTICLE III. As means for the accomplishment of this pur
pose the specific work of this society shall be to advocate, 

(I) The equitable taxation of church property in common 
with other property. 

(2) The total discontinuance of religious instruction and wor
ship in the public schools, and especially the reading of any 
Bible. 

(3) The repeal of all laws enforcing the observance of Sund3.Y 
as a religious institution, rather than an economic one, justified 
by physiological and other secular reasons. 

(4) The cessation of all appropriations of the public funds for 
educational and charitable institutions of a sectarian character. 

(5) The abolition of ecclesiastical chaplaincies paid. out of the 
public treamry. 

(6) The discontinuance of the practic~ of the appointment by 
the president of the United States and the governors of the sev
eral states, and other civil public officers, of religious festivals and 
fasts. 

(7) The substitution of a solemn affirmation under the pain!) 
and penalties of perjury in the courts and in all other depart
ments of the government, in place of the common forms of a 
judicial oath. 

(8) The defense through the courts of any American citizen 
whose equal religious and political rights are denied or who is 
oppressed on account of any opinions he may have held or ex
pressed on the subject of religion. 

(9) The promulgation by all peaceable and orderly means of 
the great principles of religious liberty and equal rights, devotion 
to truth for its own sake, and universal brotherhood on the 
ground of a common humanity; to secure the state from the 
encroachments of the church, and to foster the development of 
intelligence and morality, which constitute the all·sufficient basis 
of secular government. 

NON-PARTISAN. 
ARTICLE IV. The American Secular Union is strictly unsec

tarian and non-partisan in both religion and politics. It is not 
either publicly or privately committed to the advancement of 
any system of religious belief or disbelief, but honestly welcomes 
all persons of whatever faith or party to its membership on the 
basis of "no union of church and state." The word secular is 
here llsed in the broadest sense, as applied to the state, and not 
to any system of religion or philosophy. . 

MEMBERSHIP. 
ARTICLE V. Any person who shall pay one dollar into the 

treasury shall be entitled to a certificate, signed by the president 
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and secretary, as an annual member of the American Secular 
Union, and shall be entitled to a vote in all meetings of the so
ciety, prO\~ding they shall have been members for three months 
immediately preceding. Any person who shall pay twenty-five 
dollars or more into the treasury at once shall be entitled to a 
similar certificate, and shall have a vote without regard to the 
date of membership. All life members of the National Liberal 
League formed in 1876 shall be life members of the American 
Secular Union. 

ANNUAL CONGRESS. 
ARTIClE VI. The annual congress of the American Secular 

Union shall be held at such time and place and with such sessions 
as the board of directors may announce, and public notice of the 
congress shall be given at least one month previous. Other 
conventions of the Union may be held at such place and time as 
the board of directors shall appoint. 

OFFICERS. 
ARTICLE VII. The officers of the American Secular Union 

shall be a president, four vice-presidents, a corresponding secre
tary, and a ~reasurer, who together shall constitute a board of 
directors and shall hold their office one year or until others are 
elected. Four of these seven officers, on due notice to the who!e, 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The 
president, corresponding secretary, and treasurer shall constitute 
an executive committee, to act under the authority of the board. 
One or more field secretaries or traveling agents may be ap
pointed by the directors to promote the general objects of the 
Union. Men and women shall be equally' eligible to these 
offices. 
, ARTICLE VIII. The president shall preside at the public 
meetings of the association and at the meetings of the board of 
directors and the executive committee, and shall have the general 
direction and supervision of all business, under authority of the 
board. 

SECRETARY. 
A~TICLE IX. The corresponding secretary's duty shall be to 

keep the records and complete lists of life and annual members, 
and also full minutes of the meetings of the board of directors 
and of the executive committee, prepare anr} transmit to the news
papers of the country items of interest relating to the work of 
state secularization; keep a full list of auxiliary societies, and con
duct such corresponden~e, under direction of the president, as 
usually pertains to such office, and shall make a condensed an
nual report to the society of the business of the year. His or her 
salary and the location of the office shall be settled by the board 
of directors. 

TREASURER. 
ARTICLE X. The treasurer shall receive and hold all funds of 

the Union subject to orders duly 'drawn by the secretary and 
countersigned by the president. He shall report the state of the 
finances of the Union at every a,nnual congress, and oftener if 
required by the board of directors or executive committee; and 
upon the election of a successor he shall deliver to him all the 
property of the Union that he may hold. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
ARTICLE XI. The board of directors herein provided shall 

be entrusted with the direction and management of the affJ.irs of 
the society, and shall make a condensed report of their doings to 
the annual congress. All appropriations from the treasury out
side of fixed charges and ordinary expenses shall be by vote of 
the board of directors. 

LOCAL AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
ARTICLE XII. The executive committee shall have authority, 

as often as they receive a written application signed by twenty or 
more persons and accompanied by ten dollars (or ten persons 
accompanied by five dollars), to issue a charter for the formation 
of a local auxiliary union; and the committee in their discretion 
in special cases may issue a charter on application signed by ten 
or more names unaccompanied by the money in advance, but 
promised in the future. Auxiliary societies should adopt consti
tutions substantially similar to this constitution, but adapted to 
local wants. Local auxiliaries shall be absolutely independent 
in the administration of their affairs. The effect of their cha! ters 
shall be simply to unite them in cordial fellowship and efficient 

co-operation of the freest kind with the American Secular Union 
and with other local unions. Neither shall the national society 
be responsible for the acts or utterances of local auxiliaries. 

REPRESENTATIO~. 

ARTICLE XIII. Every local auxiliary society organized in 
accordance with the provisions of this constitution shall be enti
tled to send its president and secretary and three other members 
as delegates to the annual congress, who shall have the right to 
speak and vote. 

AMENDMENTS. 
ARTICLE XlV. Amendments to this constitution may be made 

at any annual congress of the American Secular Union by a three
fourths vote of the qualified members present. But no amend
ment shall be made unless the proposed alteration shall have 
been published one month previous to the meeting. 

Notice is hereby given that a motion wiII be made at the ensu
ing congress of the American Secular Union to strike out the 
preamble and constitution as they now stand and to substitute 
the above. R. B. \VESTBROOK, President. 

Ser:tember 19, 1889. 

THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 

The mind of man was born in darkness. For unknown agrs 
it brooded in the gloom. It knew not its ignorance, or, if it had 
dim consciousness of something lacking, could not supply the 
want, and dully plodded on. Man had just escaped from beaf't
hood and the beast clung to him strongly. Truth was to him (lnly 
a true eye to draw an arrow, to dart a spear, to strike his late wi'd
beast brother a fair blow in a vital part. With unspeakable pity 
and a half-contempt we look back at that low-browed savage, 
whose highest ambition was to kill his prey or enemy, to glut his 
appetite and sleep away his surfeit. He seems an animal of 
another genus; but no, he was our progenitor! 

And he was an enormous advance on his beginning. He had 
crept up through <cons uncountable from the first germ of life to 
the stature of a man. One by one the senses were added to the 
growing form; one by one the organs of sense and motion were 
developed into greater power; step by step the growing brain 
mounted the throne of intellect. Man came forth from among 
his brother beasts and became their king. Once as they were, 
the gate of truth was opened and he entered a new world. He 
put his hand upon the lever of discovery and was suddenly 
whirled out into the land of knowledge. Yet then he knew not 
so much as does a child to-day. He seems almost as far away 
from us as does the ocean-ooze, in which he started, from him
self. Knowledge in its revelation seems as indifferent to time as 
does the infinite to man. The pearls of truth drop slowly from 
the treasures of omniscience. For thousands of centuries man 
may pick and work at the rock of life and get but a bare exist
ence; then comes a century when a bonanza of knowledge is 
struck, and he revels in his riches. 

But no discovered mine of knowl~dge enriches the whole 
world equally, but chiefly the fortunate nation thac possesses the 
discoverer and inherits his wealth. The discoverer may be neg
lected, be persecuted, may suffer unspeakably and perish becaus e 
of his discovery. For the miner for truth, unlike the miner for 
gold, when he has found his treasure, by a strange paradox, 
may become impoverished, not enriched, impoverished of com
fort, of friends, of all that pleases the taste and satisfies the ap
petite, of the approval of men, and the power that money brings. 

For, singular fact in human history, while a few have desired 
truth, the majority have disliked it, and that is as true to-day as ever. 
The pure gold that was to enrich their understanding, they have 
spurned, cursed the finder, and fiung him into chains or killed 
him. When Socrates told the Athenians that their gods were 
false, they condemned him to drink poison; when Galileo de
clared that the world moved he was imprisoned; when Giordano 
Bruno said that the fixed stars were suns, Rome burned him at 
the stake. Men have fought against the laws that brought them 
social order, have broken the machines that increased their per
sonal comfort, have accused of trafficking with the devil the 
chemists whose researches have incalculably enriched mankind, 
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have excommuniCated the geologists who have explained the 
structure of the earth, have called blasphemy free speech which 
tore the veil from delusion, have always hounded, hunted, hated, 
and tried to kill that truth which \\'as to make them free. The 
giant vanity of man has always wrestled fiercely and brutally with 
young truth. Again and ag-ain must knowledge pry away the 
boulders of prejudice that lie acrors its path. Opinion once 
formed changes slowly, and it is more difficult to cast out error 
than to make a fortune. We cannot think highly of the character 
of man's mind when we consider the opposition he has made to 
his own enfranchisement. The cause of this obstinacy in wrong 
is vanity, a disease of the understanding, the quicksand of reason, a 
wall against knowledge, the unforgiving enemy of truth. Man is 
ashamed to acknowledge his mistakes, and would rather persist 
in his errors than confess that he is wrong. This infirmity of the 
mind blinds his eyes and blocks his own pathway. 

We need not pity overmuch that 'early savage man. He knew 
not his own ignorance. He was satisfied with his savagery, and 
thought it knowledge. So dense is man's s~lf-conceit that he 
carmot see through it the sunlight of truth, or if he sees it, fears 
it as a fire that will consume the paper-dolls of his adoration. 
Man hugs his delusions, his governments by divine right, his 
paternal government, his party government, the dead corpse of 
his'reiigions, his imagined god, his fancied heaven. He cherishes 
them long after life has departed from them, because habit has 
made them familiar, and pride chokes the breath of truth that 
would pronounce them false. 

The last great struggle of our age was against the slavery of 
the body. The present war is against the slavery of the intellect. 
The prosperous middle class as a body, many of the rich, and 
great masses of the working people of this country, in particular 
the Catholics, are in a state of intellectual slavery to the power of 
the church. The minor dogmas of the church may be freely 
discussed where some degree of intellectual liberty has been 
gained. The numerous divi::iions into which the church itself is 
split by quarrels over doctrine compels this concession. But all 
must accept the great teachings of the personality of Christ and 
the necessary existence of the church itself. 

The Unitarians, who deny the divinity of Christ, have by de
grees compelled a social recognition in some of the larger cities 
and towns of the land, and have attained an established position. 
But in nine-tenths of the land they are unrepresented by organiza
tion, and condemned and denounced by ministers and priests 
and the great majority of the members of the Christian 
churches. 

If such is the position of Unitarians, what is that of Free
thinkers, who go much farther and accept only as true that 
which science, the highest organized knowledge, proves? At the 
name of Unitarian the orthodox church pulls a grave face, and 
prophesies solemn destruction, but at that of Freethinker it 
grows pale with horror, then boils with rage and charges like a 
bull that has seen a red rag. Freethought means the destruction 
of church domination, the absolute overthrow of the church itself 
as an institution, the abandonment of the principles on which the 
organization of the church rests. No wonder that the church 
trembles at the name, and brings forth every weapon in its 
armory to crush, kill, annihilate this foe to its supremacy. Rea
fOn it has not, though of sophistry and pretense an abundance. 
The priwn-celI, the rack, the fire are no longer possible as pun
ishments for its opponents, but there are mental and moral 
tortures which it can inflict upon its foes, and these it uses un
sparingly. -

Freethought, it thunders, is not respectable. Respectability is 
a club that has dashed out the life of many a child of the brain. 
Many a germ of doubt that would have flowered into knowledge 
has been crushed by the weight of this \veapon. 

\Vhat·is respectability? That to which respect is due. But is 
respect due to a church whose foundation principles are exploded 
errors? A church which is either intellectually dishonest or in
tellectuallv barren? A church which, to cover its own nakedness, 
denounces the garments of another as unfashionable? A church 
that passes as the refuge of virtue, and unceasingly attacks the 
highest of all virtues, truth? 

Qr j$ r.espectthe due of character that refuses to countenance 

absurd dogmas, of knowledge that demonstrates the errors of the 
mind, of science that explains the true methods of the universe as 
opposed to those of delusion and ignorance? \Vhich is the more 
respectable, the church or honesty? The church or knowledge? 
The church or tru~h ? 

Among themselves, in hours of confidence, men will speak 
quite freely their denials and their doubts. But in a mixed com
pany the voice of Freethought must be repressed lest the tender 
susceptibilities of the religious may be wounded. He who ex
presses freely and openly his conviction of the falsity of dogma 
and the truth of science must expect dislike, unfriendliness, 
obloquy, and persecution. Social exclusion and the withhold
ing of business patronage are two weapons that the church daily 
uses against Freethought with great effect. 

,\V'omen are particularly scm-hive to social influences, and 
when these are unfriendly. the budding thou~hts of intellectual 
freedom ~re nipped by the religious frost, and the church holds 
them nearly. all as willing slaves. Men care less for society's 
mandates; but their pockets are most sensitive, and few dare 
have the courage of their convictions. Business patronage is a 
fetish that they all worship most devoutly, and many would rather 
lJe l\lohammedans, if that were popul~u, than lose a single cus
tomer.· \Vith them it is not a matter of principle, but of profit. The 
church plays skillfully upon this weakness and secures her pew
rents and subscriptions by promising a greater equivalent in 
c~stom. She secures men's support to dogmas, in which they do 
not believe, by threatening the withdrawal of a lh'elihood as the 
penalty of refu~a1. This is not only intellectual bondage: it is 
but a modified form of bodily. slavery. Men pay a portion of 
their relIly earnings to support these arrogant masters, and get 
in return a wearisome iteration of exploded mistakes. Labor 

. taxes itself to support falsehood. The nineteenth century carries 
the church like an old man of the sea upon its back, feeds it 
with its wealth, and has not the courage or the vigor to shake it 
to the ground. _. 

Occasionally a man is found who has managed to gain a com
petence in fai."' business without submitting his intellect to the 
chains of the church. I know one such Freethinker in San 
Francisco, who recently told me: "I never concealed my princi
ples. The Christians tried to injure me. but I sold such good 
articles men had to buy them; the,' could not get their equal in 
the market." In this case my friend was a dealer in things 
eatable. The appetite of the Christian was stronger than the de
nunciation of the priest; and the honesty of the article prevailed 
over the oppo::;ition of the church-from which husiness men 
may take a lesson. 

But more men are like the millionaire who told me when I 
asked his support for our society, "No; it is too early for this 
movement; I like to have the people enlightened, hut there are 
a great many men in this city WGO dare not express their opin
ions openly," of whom evidently he was one. 

This intellectual and moral cowardice is often vanity a second 
chief obstacle in the progress of truth. Men fear th~ church. 
She threatens to deprive them of their livelihood and their profits 
if they do not assent to her dogmas and contribute to her coffers. 
The shrewd millionaire knows that he can find more victims 
within the church than without, and so does not care to stray be
yond its pale or openly oppose its teachings. The general busi
ness man fears the church's power and is solicitous for her influ
ence. Only the workman in large numbers seems able to think 
and speak as he will. If not a Catholic, he will have naught to 
do with the church, and plain labor has a greater freedom of 
speech than its richer employer. Yet it pays its tax to the church 
in the greater burdens borne because o(the exemptions of the 
church, and the ag-gregate toll of Catholic workmen adds annual 
millions to t~e. ecclesiastical treasury. .Fear of the church pro
longs a dOmInIOn that has ah"ars forbIdden intellectual libertv 
and holds back a knowledge of the truth ,vhich would inestimably 
benefit mankind. Fear has alwars been the church's chief in
strument of submission, and, as it was her first wfapon, so it will 
be ~er last. But shall the men of the nineteenth century be 
afraId of a shadow. an invention, a fiction of the mind? ShaI 
they bow down before untruth, and acknowledge the supremacy
of error? 
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Men .o~ Am!!rica, are you cowards and dare not proclaim your 
own OPI!1Ions? Are you afraid to declare the truth and prefer 
to submIt to falsehood? \Vill you continue to support by your 
hard-won earnings an institution that conceals knowledfYe and 
teaches ,~orn-out errors instead of certain truth? Sham~ upon 
your supIneness and your ignorance! You lie tremblinIT beneath 
the power of this' giant pretension, when a few well-directed 
blows would crush in his hollow frame and level him with the 
dust. The church is mighty, numerous, strong in wealth, and 
apparently strong in numbers; but it is rotten at the core. It is 
eaten through and through with the dry-rot of hypocrisy. The 
whole structure must fall at last, when the life of its belief has 
departed. . 

If you have won mental freedom for yourselves, will you still . 
allow the chains to shackle your wives and children? \Vill you 
permit your sons and daughters to endure the same distress and 
torture that you have endured through the teachings of a false 
creed? Is it manly, is it just, is it humane to allow their tender 
mi?ds to be bruised by the harsh fetters of ecclesiastical dogmas? 
Is It not cowardly to have escaped yourselves, and then sacrifice 
your children beneath the wheels of this modern juggernaut? 

Shall the women of America in this dav of enlightenment still 
cling to a blind superstition? Shall they slavishly follow the 
teachings of a church that refuses knowledge and fears the light 
o.f'tr~th? -Will they still suffer their souls to be beaten by eccle
siastical rods heated in the fires of hell and God's displeasure; or 
wil! they turn with the unutterable scorn of womankind upon 
theIr tormentors and shut the door of knowledo-e in their face? 
Within that door you are safe, safe from future ~isery and much 
present anguish. And will the mother's heart allow her chil
dren's minds to be torn upon the like rack of suspense where she 
has suffered, to be defiled by the coarseness and nakedness of 
Old T~stament story and language, to be taught a conception of 
God lIke that of an African savage, to have their intelligence 
clogged and confused by mythological miracles which they must 
accept as of divine working, though confuted by all the rest of 
their intellectul1 training? The women of America have not 
been lacking in the past to the needs of the nation or the cause 
of right. They stayed the hearts of our for'efathers in the struIT
gle of the Revolution. Their ears heard the cry of the slave b~
neath the lashes of his bondage. Their hands cared for the 
wounded, and their cheer buoyed up the soldier, the husband 
and the son, in the day of civil war. And shall woman's voice 
be silent, her sympathy withheld, and her heart averse in this 
conflict for knowledge, this last great battle of truth with iITno
rance and superstition? H. 1r. 

A SINNER AMONG THE SAINl'S. 

Feeling a reverential calm stealing over me this blessed Sab
bath day, occasioned by the chime of church bells and the street 
parade of the S.llvation Army, I drifted into the meetino- of the 
Y. M. C. A. on Fort street. And it came to pass as r;:)entered 
the sacred portals of their new building, consecrated to Christ 
b~t unco~pleted for want of cash, I beheld two young men with 
samtly smIle and extended hand; and one stood upon the right 
a?d the o~her upon the left, for the purpose of extending a cor
dIal greetmg by a hearty grasp of the hand. The saint and the 
sinner shook; and the shake \\'~s as firm and hearty as muscle 
and piety could I?ake it. r was then ushered into a seat, and 
soon after the serVIces began. \Vhat was once considered sacri
legious music was then extracted in large quantities from a biIT 
bass. viol, four. fiddles,. a flute,. and an organ. ~s my soul is very 
partial to mUSIC, I enjoyed thIS part of the se~lce very consider
ably, and keeping perfectly passive allowed it to thorou5hly a:si
tate my emotIOnal nature. As the last note left the interior of 
the big blSS viol, an unctuous individual from York state back 
E1.st, with alimentiveness large and abdomen the sam~, pro
ceeded to bore us for Christ's sake the next forty-five minutes. 
.During his exhortation to be saved from the wrath to come, b~
fore he left town and it got too late, the usual stock lies about 
Ingersoll were repeated, and the fearful rapidity with which his 
teachings were filling sheol was made known. I endured the 
ordeal of his" humble efforts" to save sinners in this manner 

until the agony was over, so as to hear the fiddles once more, 
when t took my departure without raising my hand to be prayed 
for. As I passed out, two more young and athletic men stond 

:ready to bestow the Christian grip, and again we shook with 
earnestness and. great v}gor. This ended the programme, and I 
w~nt f?rth to mmgle WIth the world's people and associate again 
With smners. C. SEVERANCE. 

Los Angeles. 

A GOOD WOOD FOR THE SECULAR PILGRIM. 

\Ve take the following from a two-column review in the Co
lumbia Chronicle of Mr. S. P. Putnam's lectures at Dayton,Wash.: 

In accordance with a previous arrangement, S. P. Putnam de
livered three ~f his Freethought lectures in this city, beginning 
Saturday evenmg, Aug. 24. In view of the large and nightlv in
creasing audiences with which he was greeted, of the thouo-htful 
attention which was yielded him, of the expressions of pl;asure 
heard on every hand at the close of each lecture, and of the 
favorable comments upon the street, one runs no risk of makinIT 
a misstatement to say that these lectures were extremely good. 
Furthermore, any who would seek reason for their popularb' 
need not seek in vain. . 

That qualification of a speaker which perhaps commends him 
to the largest number, is his style of delivery. In this Mr. Put
nam is most happy. While in the introductory portions of his 
lectures his voice lacks modulation, and his marmer is somewhat 
stiff, yet, when he warms with his subject he rises to the hight of 
true eloquence, and is full of force, of energy, and of poetic fire. 
Though less of a humorist and less of a rhetorician than Ingersoll, 
he masses a formidable array of reason and evidence, which is to 
some extent enlivened by anecdote, and embellished with many 
beautiful periods. 

What should still further commend Mr. Putnam to his hearers 
is the spirit of fairness and courtesy with which, to all appear
ances, he earnestly endeavors to treat. Not infrequently some of 
the most intolerant and fanatical people., are to be fou~d among 
the class who style themselves Liberals; but the charge of in
tolerance and fanaticism cannot be truthfully preferred against 
the representative of Liberalism under consideration. Whatever 
of good the organized body of Christianity has done for human
ity and for the world he recognizes and pays it tribute; he ap
preciates the value of the life of Christ as an example in human 
history. \Vhatever precepts of the Bible he thinks calculated to 
sweeten life and stimulate worthy endeavor, he is as ready to ac
cept as the readiest. On the whole, he is truly conservative, 
thoroughly generous, and mainta:ns an attitude and bearing to
ward his adversaries in every way worthy of the scholar and 
gentleman. Then add to his eloquence of style and fairness of 
treatment the vigor and originality of thought in which his lec
tures abound, and their claims to merit are at once established. 

WE KNOW NOT WHAT IT IS. 

We know not what it is, dear, this sleep so deep and still; 

The folded hands, the awful calm, the cheek so pale and chill; 

The lids that will not lift again, though we may call and call; 

The strange white solitude of peace that settles over all. 


We. know not what it means, dear, this desolate heart-pain; 

ThiS dread to take our daily way, and walk in it again; 

'Ve know not to what other sphere the loved who leave us go, 

Nor why we're left to wan:ler still, nor why we do not know. 


B:tt this we know: Our loved and dead, if they should com! thii day

Should come and ask us, "What is life? " not one of us could say! 

Life i5 a mystery, a~ deep as ever death can be; 

Yet oh, how dear it is to us, this life we live and see. 


Then might they say-these vanished ones-and blessed is the thought: 

"So death is sweet to.us, beloved, though we may show you nau~hti 

,Ve may not to the qUIck reveal the mystery of death-

Ye cannot tell us, if ye would, the mystery of breath." 


The child who enters life comes not with knowledge or intent, 

5:> those who enter death must go as little children sent. 

Though naught is known, yet I believe in equal good ahead; 

And as life to the living is, so death is to the dead. 


"Robert Elsmere," by Mrs. Humphry Ward. Price, 50 cents. 
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Mr. Clow Should Be Satisfied. 

To tlu Editors of Freethought: 
I think Bro. W. C. Clow, of Hillsboro, will be satisfied now, and ask 

no more foolish questions, since he is he is " answered" by J. A. Strom
berg, "priest of the reorganized church of Jesus Christ, L. D. S." (Latter 
Day Saints, i. e., Mormons.) It reminds me of the little poem of Newton 
and the old woman: 

Once upon a time, 'tis said, 
Great Newton took it in his head, 

That head so learned in nature's great economy, 
To teach, oh task how very hard, 

(Which few philosophers regard) 
To teach an obstinate old dame astronomy. 

The sage talked on, and showed such knowledge 
As now would serve to endow a college. 

How from almighty hands divine were hurled 
To roll in space each circling worId

"'Vorlds!" cried the dame; "don't tell me so, 
,Vhen I already better know. 

Worlds! How you talk! Why, just look up and view 'em. 
No; those bright stars which shine so high 

Are holes, friend Isaac, in the sky, 
An' God's bright glory shinin' on us through 'em." 

" True," said the sage j "my good old soul, 
God's glory shines all through the whole; 

His mighty works omnipotent evince Him." 
" Shines through the hole-oh, then, I find 

The astronomer is not so blind 
But good sound reason will at length convince him." 

He who weighed worlds and nobly scanned 
What the Architect dIvine had planned, 

And in deep learning second was to 110 man, 
Gave up as task too hard to teach, 

(And ev~n beyond a Newt?n's reach,) 
An obstinate and overwlse old woman. 

But it is the fate of the man of advanced thought that he must go on 
casting "pearls before swine," notwithstanding that they trample them 
under their feet and would" turn again and rend him" if they had the 
power. J. A. Stromberg is joined to his idols; let him alone. 

Aumsville, Or., F. S. MATTESON. 

Mrs. Krekel's Campaign on the Coquille. 

10 the Editors of Freethough!: 
We have enjoyed another feast. Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel finished her 

c'ourse of five lectures on Coquille River, given under the auspices of the 
Coquille Secular Union, last evening at Bandon. Her advent among us 
was at an inauspicious time. The Agricultural Fair hdd at Arago had 
closed only the day before, and two threshing-machines were busy from 
early morn till late in the evening in the neighborhood of Myrtle Point 
and Arago. On the lower river the fishing season was at hand, employ
ing a large majority of the young men in thl" neighborhood, consequently 
her audiences were not so large as they would have been had these ad
verse circumstances not existed. 

Coquille City, however, was an exception. The,re was a larger audi
ence than attended any of our lecturers who preceded her. Her audi
ences in every instance were, however, attentive and appreciative, and 
were reluctant to leave the hall after the lecture had closed. 

I cannot help but digress here from my subject and pen an idea that 
occurred to me in speaking of the threshing.machine. Is not the sepa
rator in active operation a fitting symbol of Liberalism? Liberalism, 
metaphorically speaking, separates according to present knowledge and 
txperience "the golden grain," that which is good, useful, healthful, and 
beneficial to all mankind, from the chaff and dross of the past and pres
ent. The separation may not be perfect, owing to the persistency of the 
chaff to cling to the grain, or some imperfection in the machinery, or 
probably too heavy feeding by the managers on account of their enthu
siasm.· Mistakes, however, are stepping.stones to perfection, and time 
will cure defects. 

The first lecture was at Myrtle Point on the 14th inst., in the evening. 
The Myrtle Point brass band was as usual in attendance to enliven the 
occasion. The lecturer, although fatigued from her long journey, did 
justice to the subject, "Natural Morality Superior to Theological Re
straint as a Safeguard to Society," and was often applauded. The sub
ject brings into contrast the two extremes, and Mrs. Krekel handles it 
without gloves, yet with due respect to those not in sympathy with her. 

The next lecture was at Arago on Sunday afternqpn, the 15th, the 
subjt"ct "Evolution of Thought and Progress of Ideas."· This lecture is 
instructive and interesting. The audience was so interested and appre
ciative that by a rising vote they invited the speaker to deliver another 
lecture in the evening. The subject, "Woman's Equality B.!fore the 
Law," was ably handled by the speaker and appreciated by the audio 
ence. 

Circumstances prevented your humble servant from attending the lecture 
at Coquille City. We, however, learn from friends that the audience 
was large and appreciative and requested another lecture, which was 
granted, and Monday evening, Sept. 23, the appointed time. 

Realizing that our guest was a stranger in a strange land and needed 
a chaperon to see that she was neither strayed, lost, nor stolen, we on 
Tuesday morning, the 17th, laill dull cares aside and hied ourself to 
Coquille City to escort our fri~nJ to Randolph and Bandon. At Ran
dolph the audience was small, but very appreciative. JudgeD.J.Lowe, 
a hero of Liberalism, presided, and .contributed over one-half the expense 
of the lectu reo 

Bandon, by the s~a, was reached on the 18th, at 6 o'clock P. M. The 
subject for the evening was Ie The Religion and Church of the Future." 
J. M. Upton, of the Recorder, presided. This lecture is intensely inter
esting, full of logic, with now and then a full length knife thrust at the 
fallacies of the present religion, and closed with a perora~ion relative to 
the coming religion, grand and sublime. 

The smoke and fog enveloped the little town by the sea with a thick 
veil that night as if to imprison the beautiful sentiments that had been 
spoken. The next morning, however, we concluded that it was intended 
not only for the sentiments but the speaker also. The dispenser of mists 
soon dispensed the fog, and we fearlessly sailed into the smoke, re'alizing 
that we must sooner or later become accustomed to it. Mrs. Krekel 
made a host of friends. The prevailing question is, "When will she 
come again ? " 

Arriving at Coquille City we bid our friend adieu until the Portland 
Convention, (no providential circumstances intervening), deputized our 
co.worker, Dal Cathcart, to see her sare with the friends at Marshfield, 
and came ho~e to assume the duties of every.day lire, realizing that our 
time had been well spent. Yours fraternally, J. HENRY SCHROEDER. 

Arago, Coos Co., Or. 

Friday Deaths Condemned. 

The clergymen or Stockton have unanimously condemned the practice 
of holding funeral services on Sunday. 

The above is culled from ~'Coast Notes ,. in Wednesday's 
Bulletin. It seemsto us that if Stockton's clergymen intend to 
condemn Sunday funerals, they must also condemn the habit 
people have of dying on Friday or Saturday. Sunday, taking all 
things into' consideration, is the best day for funerals, as it is 
more convenient for most people to attend than 0~1 any other 
day of the week. The world is growing exceedingly practical, 
and if we were anxious to have a very large funeral, we feel cer
tain that our wishes in that respect would be more apt to be 
gratified if we died, say on Friday or S.lturday, so our funeral 
could be held on Sunday, Stockton's divines to the contrary, 
notwithstanding. But then, perhaps Sunday funerals sometimes 
interfere with church, thus depriving the pastors of the" regular 
morning collection."-Lodi Sentinel. 

Tribute to Rome. 

I am informed that upon each monthly pay-day of city em
ployes, especially the police, there is to be found at the city hall 
and police pay-stations from one to half a dozen nuns, or 
sisters of charity, seated at a convenient point 'vhere the men 
have to pass after receiving their pay, and into whose open palms 
each employee is expected to drop a portion of his salary as he 
passes out. To give the affair an air of authority, so far as the 
police are concerned, the police captain often acts as chaperon 
to these nuns, standing guard to see who contributes. Of course 
the patrolman knows the eagle-eye of his captain is upon him, 
and not wishing to incur his displeasure, stands and delivers for 
the benefit of the Roman Catholic church.-Americus in the 
Chicago News. ' 
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Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 
1889. 1889. 

WOODWARD'S GARDENS 

TH IR'LY-SEVENTH 

ANNIVERSARY B~LL 
OF THE 

SAN FRANCISCO 
TURN VEREIN 

Sunday, October 6, 18 Q9. 

Di.:ncing, C0ncert, Prize-Exercises, Gym

nastics of the Members and 


Scholars, Singing, etc. 


Admission: 	 Adults, 25 Cents a Person. 
Children, 10 " 

Dancing in the Afternoon, Ball All Night. 

WOODWARD'S GARDENS 

Oct. 6, Oct. 6, 

1889. 1889. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the d'efects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is; also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Spowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws~ either Human or 


"Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies; 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


Before· the Bar of Consoienoe. 

1 sat alont! with my conscience, . 
In a place where time had ceased, 

And we talked of my former living 
In the land where the years increased, 

And I felt I should have to answer 
The question it put to me, 

And to face the answer and question 
Throughout an eternity. 

The ghosts of forgotten actions 
Came floating before my sight, 

And the things that I thought were dead things, 
'Nere alive with a terrible might, 

And the vision of all my past life 

Was an awful thing to face, 


Alone with my conscience sitting 

In that solemnly-silent place. 

And I thought of a far away warning, 

Of a sorrow that was to be mine, 


In a land that was then the future, 

But now is the present time, 


And a thought of my former thinking 

Of the judgment day to be, 


And sitting alone with my conscience 

Seemed judgment enough for me. 


And I wondered if there was a future 

To this land beyond the grave; 


But no one gave me an answer, 

And no one came to save. 


And I felt that the future was present, 

And the present would never go by, 


For it was but the thought of my past life 

Grown into eternity. 


Then I woke from my timely dreaming, 
And the vision passed away, 


And I knew the far away warning 

'Vas a 'warning of yesterday, 


And I pray that I JDay not forget it, 

In this land before the grave, 


That I may not cry in the future, 

And no one come to save. 


And so 1 have learned a lesson 

Which I ought to have known before, 


And which, though 1 learned it dreaming, 

I hope to forget no more. 


So I sit alone with my conscience, 

In the place where the years increase, 


And I try to remember the future 

In the land where time shall cease. 


And I know of the future judgment, 

How dreadful soe'er it be, 


That to sit alone with my conscience 

Will be judgment enough for me. -Star. 


- OKE of our Sunday-schocil teachers on a 
recent occasion told her pupils that when 
they put their pennies in the contribution 
box she wanted each one to repeat a Bible 
verse suitable for the occasion. The first 
boy dropped in a penny, saying: "The 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver .. " The next 
boy dropped his penny into the box, say
ing: "He that giveth to the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord." The third and youngest 
boy dropped in his penny, saying: "A fool 
and his money are soon parted." 

MISS HAUTEUR (exhibiting a diminutive 
spaniel)-"This is one of the smallest dogs 
living. See, I can hold him in the palm 
of my hand." Bigsby~" That is nothing." 
Miss Hauteur-" Have you ever seen a 
smaller one?" Bigsby-U Yes, indeed, 
I've seen many a dog that could be put on 
a scent." 

att 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

'!CQSMIAN HYMN BOOK."
----A COLLECTIO~ OF---

ORIGINAL 	 AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AKD llUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Eth ical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice .......................... $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. \VASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

J, D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
t:ight chaplers in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "lhe fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scriplure claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri:.t has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf...cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, .Nt'lUs, Hard'lUart, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below l\Iontgomery. San FrancllJco. 

14 karat Gold Scarf Pin..............................$ 4 0 
10 karat Goill. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 0 
14 karat. Gold. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
14 karaT. G.,ld, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, S5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larlte HaUge yin............ .••....... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Ba.dge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat. Gol!), Hmall Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat. Gold, Small Charm (for :watch chaill)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (ror watch chainl....... 5 (;0
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chaill ....... 6 00 
14 ka.rat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond" 14 00 

"This Is a full-bodied diamond, f<.'t so that it may be 
cleaned (roro the revelse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Bent to any address, prepaid, ami guaranteed 1108 repre
ented or mom-y refunded, address, 

PUTNAl\l &. MACDONALD, 
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, CaL 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels • . Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J. O. Scott, 
_ 655 Sacnmento street, San Francisco, Cal. . .Dr~Wood's Rhubarb B
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT I Two Pictures. 

many"A REMARKABLE BOOK " RAYSDa.EADON, . , of Edinllnrgh. Scot-
I; ~ ,1f~N.&:~~~f,.~r;: U~~~~~-;l~~~ ';I~l ~.t:~e~, ';!Ii~ ~.l.~!';~:f~(;~~~,e.r~~
.u~,·"t~ lu) ,·i .. ty . J.t I. nc,"v. at:u'U I II!:" and , 'cry In.tructlve." All Communications Strictly Confidential 

~ lit the most pvi'u.ar nnd compreh~nsive IJook treating of 
Plain Envelope!! used. The bOClk spoken of sent 8~a1edMEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, :-a~d~~:i-eDy~U~a~ t~~Lfg~~~;~~~~AND. NEW JERSEY'P rove" by the Bale of )lair R 1111111011 to be the m"et popula R 

Readable becanl!e Written in 1anll~e plain, chasle, aIllI furcibl E 
I nstructlve, practical pre!lentation'of '}looical COHllllon SenNe" wedi A [From tb~ WMhiniton Nat·ional View.] 
Valuable to invnlid!!, t;howin~ new meani by whwh tl:cy may be cure D nr. Felluws. of Vmeland, .New Jersey offers his valuable 
A pproved by editors. physlClalls. clergymen, crit"cs, and literat I se~vice8 to ~l! those. in .ueed of a. kind, sympathetic and 
T hcrough treatmf'nt of llubjecLB !'SpeciAlly impor4'nt to young me N skillful physwIan. I;lDlllIar arlvert 'scmr.nts from unreliable eo veryone who .. wants to know, yuu kuow," will find it interestlll 0 practitioners have been assailell aud f'xposed by the press 
4 Parts, 3S Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 illustrations, and ~\lt. 'Dr. FelJ<?ws, a specia.li<t. in .hls line. stanlis foremost 

III hi!! professLUn, and the encomIUms showered uv:>n himFEATURE just introduced, consistsofa~r1. pubh~ly as well .as in llr.va~e. are tlattering evidences ofA NEW·
_ , ot beautiful ~'ul("'NI ODRtd~ t?e high ap~reciatlOn and ~on~de~re h.s long and consc:en

~:,l ~y,!fo~~~ll~~i:.l~~~~:i!~~'<li~~l:n~~~ ':J:!t ~:::gg!~~:Jt&: tlous devoaon to h .B speclalt.les In hli! profession have 80 
justly merited for him. anll it is safe to trust him. 

w~~~~r AGE N TS K~h~:;;~~::"C:?Y;·f?~~I~l~~c~~t~~n~sil'n ::0 A Testimonial.hours." Many agents take 50 or 100 at. once, nt special rates. ScnWfor terms. ' 
.16·~e Content.'! Table of Plain Home Talk. r~\white anc1 WEST LI,I;JERTY. 0., Aug. ]2, ]888. FREE~luf' cll'culars, and a sample of Dr. Foote', ileaun. McmJ.1IJ". . DR. R. P; FELT.Ows-Dear f:!!l: The remedy IOU sent 

Standard Edition, .3.~5 ~ Same print and illnetrations,the IS working lIke a cb3.rm. 1 O\m cumpletely surprise the way 
Popular Edition, 1.50 5 difference is in paper II.Ild binding. it acts upon the organs. ~av() only ~n lllIiog it one week 

8!ld that weaJrnesss, (semmal weaknt::ss) is cowing out aliJIIJIUUY WLL PITB. C:O-. 129 (N.) East 28th St., l\ew Jerk. nght. Yours res, ectiully. J. lI.. 
REMARKs-The above Is a {air ~ample of the hundreds of 

testilllonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young. middl,, ·aged lind elderly men, suffering fromA Short History of the Bible. Men, Women, and Gods. various kiuds of sexual complaints, but who ale now cured 
by Illy External AI.plicat" .n. the grel.test of all known 

By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Holter: Being a popular account of the fo: rna ion and remedies for this clasx of (li'!tlases. 1\S I aUl an oul 8nd-out 
Development of the Canon. By Bro:lsotl C. Lib~ra\ I trust the ~'reet1!,nkt:rs of t!IC ~aod will give me 

their patronage, and not waste thell' tIme" and money ODG. Ingersoll• . Price, 5-.1 Ct:fHS. Keeler. Price. 50 cents. Chriatlan d.0cto~. DR. Fl!:LLGW8. 

WETTSTEIN'S 
. 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 
Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 

by written guaran:ee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b::en establi:;hed in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED :\l\IERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $Il, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, d llst-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; IS jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jt!wels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewelS, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artislic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen ill the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open. face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., huntmg, $33; do.·, Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14·karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S<!lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order a: lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table.spool1'S $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Sen,\ line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles . .30 
14 ill. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

lJ.:st Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers E~os' best triple-p'lated Knives . 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

The keen, fresh air and the sunlight sweet, 
Dispel each weary, feverish mood; 

With gladsome heart and footstep fleet 
l'he pastor, treading the sunny street, 

Murmurs with unction, "God is good." 

But the tramp, as he leave; his haystack bed, 
And feels the hunger within him swell, 

Go .:s th:-ough his clothes without finding a red, 
Soiemnly waggles his shaggy head, 

And mutters sadly, "It's cold as sheol!" 

RlGHT or wrong, says one, Senator Ingalls 
~va~ very funny when he said: ., Everybody 
In Kansas is satisfied with prohibition, be
caU1:ie the Prohibitionists have their law and 
the boys have their whisky." 

GOD IN THE STATE. 
By E. A. Slevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union. 
-:0: 

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the " Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pam phlet of its size. 

-:0: 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

re-

an 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICJAN, 
the m('st successful (in
specialty) as his llracti~e will 
surely "rove. l'he 
treats all thof\e peculiar dis
east's of young a.nd 
aged men Stich as 
weakness. impotency. &'c., 
6ultiug from indescretioll and 
igllorance of youth. 'I'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for. his book. •• Private 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth 
times its cost, and should be 
r~ad by the young for instruc
tion and' the affiicted for relief 

http:pvi'u.ar
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RATIONAL GOr~MUNISMI 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remed) 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with tht 
present cond itions of society in this country: 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing 11m' 
it is almost impos;,ible that the people should bt 
otherthan poor and vicious under ollr presen 
system. The rem~dy, the author thinks, is com 
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture 0 

the future RepuLlic of North America, as it wil 
b~ when society shall be organized on the princi 
pies of Rational Comrnunbm. The book is vig 
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & l\1ACDONALD. 

-AXD-

Girard College Theology. 
An E;\,'jose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's rnagnificeu 
bequest to Philadt!lphia by the Christian 

churches anu Young Men's 
Christian Associa

tion. 
By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. Audress, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Addrc:,s' 

PUTNA:\I &l\L\CDONALD 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocitie3 committed 
by the Catholic church. 

'Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, So cents. Address 

·PUTN.UI & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I . SO. ~ 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "1 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations.of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laiu paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

1 ;; E ORDER OF CREATION, 
. A lli8cussion btltween G1austolle, Huxley. Mullet, Linton 

.!ttlville on the Conflict between Gen(;si8 and GcolOfU 
Pike. 60 ~1Jt&. 

THE LATEST Fi\SHIONS 


3U3INESS SUITS FOR..................................................... $25:00 

.;RESS SUITS FOR ........................................................ 
? ANTS TO ORDER FOR......... ·..•....•••......•.........•.............. 

35.00 
6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
CJB:..t'1..S. :£~. B U 

),AILOR, 
Ft..a-L\I..[.A. N"• 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

BUSINESS OPFICE,ll POWELL ST. 

SUPERIN'l·E!'ODE.:-iT 

GeatraJ Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter Sf. 
N Wand S W Corne:'s Ktlarny and Sutter !:lts. 

'i.·el~phone 1950. 

:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

.\lade to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I lllvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th , S. F. 

P. A. CLAnK. elIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
p, O.Box 0, 8.m Jacinto, Cal. 

r' 
F'alse Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
. per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 

unexcelled. Among the subjects con~idered 
by Mr. Remsburg au~: The Church allOi ~lor
ality; Criminal ..,lalistics, showin~ the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitent ia~ie.'S; the 
Church anJ Civilization; the Chnn;h :lnd Sci
ence; the Church and LeMllingj the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the ,\nti-sla\'t"ry 
keform; the Woman's Rights Mo\,ement; the 
Temperance 1-~efonn; the Church an,j the Re
pu blic. , 

Fathers (If thp Republic. Paine, Wa"hington, 
Jeilc,sol1, aud Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Billie r&or..'s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
ti,meJ by ::.cdpture; Falsehoud awl J kception; 
Cheallllg; Thefl and H.uhbelyj A(hllle)'y and 
Prostitution; Murder; \Vars of '. oll'lliest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intoltl :.nce and 
I'elseculiun; Injustice to Woman; l:n\.;inJness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animal:,; Hllman Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; ~lavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperanco; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenil y. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. €) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever wri~ten on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Lalge and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following hea(\s: 0, igin of the Sab
batic Iuea; the Jewish Sal)ba~h; the Christian 
Scliptures ami the Sabbathj Examination of 
"unday Arguments; Origin of Choistian·Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fa.hers; the 
Sahhalh dudng the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
f';.bkt!h: 'lestimony of \ hristian l-;.eformers, 
~l·I",.C"!.". :1 'Hi Di..-ines; Ah!',)~al"'n I); Sun,iay 

, f 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The CathoUn Church and the Public Schuols 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y $

~ OF IqFIDELITY 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

" The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelhy." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
--a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM: & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

THE VOICE OF THE TINl'ES.
INGERSOLL'S ""VORKS.] 

T:ie Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five Addresses on the Social Question. 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "lIUln.. Clear, Coltcise, SParkling, Hdpful. 
boldt," ~'Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 25. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "Tile Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in ,Illinois," 
""1 he Grant Banquet," "The l'ev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and uA Tribute 10 Eben C. Inger-.
soli:' 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, So cents; 
cloth, $1 25. f.) 

Interviews on Tu;r.Dge. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
clvth, $1 25. 

What Must We 00 to be Saved'? Paper, 25 
c~ntlO 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Jurige Jen:llliah S. Wack and Prof. George F. 
h~her. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
fl per dozen, postpaid. , 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi· 
tor of the San FralZclScan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindic:ttion of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the I\ew York UburtJ". By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's Lpcturps Complete. Bound in one 
volume, con;a,uing over I,JOO pages. $5. 

"Nationalism," by Erlward Bellamy. 

"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit.Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley.
"The Function of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 

All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 
r;w~Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 

Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAlII, lII.D., 

';ets forth the merits of moral suasion as oppos-:-d 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper,25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this offiCt' 

Wanted One. 

Young :Miss Wilgus-" Where are you 
going, papa?" 

The Rev. Mr. Wilgus-"To the temper
ance meeting. We intend to inaugurate a 
movement to save the young men of the 
country." 

Young Miss \Vilgus-" Try and save a 
real nice one for me, will you plpa dear?" 

"Bible C;ontradictions," 15 cents. 

FREETIIOUGIIT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S '?YORKS. 

The New God. lac. The New God was madt. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative s;park is within hitn. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-.Roo
"I G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth. $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to lail with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-John Swwloll'r 
P.~ 

Why Ooo't He Lend. a Haod? And other Ag. 

nostic Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. Put

nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 

a bdl, and stirs the reader like a trumpt!t.·' 

-Bulgaritu. 0 

-\dl:lmi and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the 'ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealLh of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The llllivlrse, 
S,m Francisco. 

Tile Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
liophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fllote', Healill 
J.fonthly. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. PIice, to cellts. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the' 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well wOrlh reading."-.BolIC'" 
Imuslil'alor. 

IUllllaIlCU~. 1\ t-'oem. t'lIl:e, fl. .. It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it set!lI1s to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hmry 
W. Bdlows. 0 f" 

Gottlieb: His Life' or, love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Ht!avt!ll and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapahle. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book h"elf. 1 have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all l'nv lif,.. 1"'lo're, "- Elmina Dralle Sllnkn-. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

If series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by }>utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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Entered a.t the Postoffice at Sa.n Francisco, CaL. as Second-class Mail Matter Jan., 1888 heart for any fate. No matter where we go he is ready for each 

FREETHOUGHT. emergency. About half way to Fossil we strike the timber . . Here the roads are innumerable, crossing and recrossing each 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, t EDITORS AND PURLISHERS 

GEO. E. MACDONALD, f . . other into the heart of the forest, where the wagons go for lum-' 


ber. We were directed to keep the" main traveled road." But 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR. it was pretty difficult to decide which was the" main traveled 

road," for all looked about alike. We guessed our way into the 
Money Order~ payable to Putnam ~ Macdonalc!, 504 K~aY1ty Street, labyrinth, and for awhile it seemed well, but the wagon-tracks 
San Francisco, 'Cal. FREETHOUGH'l' will be mpplied to the trade by became fainter and fainter, and then vanished in the under
the San Franci;{o News Company. 

Address all, communications, and malu all Drafts, Checks, and 

growth, and not a sign of hoof or wheel could be discovered. We 
pressed on through the trees to the only open space we could 

SAN FRANCISCO, - OCTOBER 12, 1889. find. This brought us to the edge ·of the steep hills. Looking 
down, Collins came to the conclusion that we had better goNEWS AND NOTES. 
round instead of over, for the descent of the road which we 

Lone Rock is so named from a huge mass iri the centre of its could now trace in the ravine below, was somewhat intricate and 
winding dales. 'Where this vast boulder came from nobody can perilous. So we again sought for the vanishing woodland roads 
tell. It is evidently the" oldest inhabitant," and had a ride of that we might find some passable trail to the regions beneath. At 
several hundred miles by flood and fire before it reached its pres length, we came across an ancient shepherd; he had his crook 
ent location. Around this relic a few houses are gathered. As with him, and dog. It was like a picture of the forest of Arden, 
friend Collins and myself rode in, Bob Brown was on hand to and I might imagine that the antique world was here. In fact, 
give the grip, and to announce that the school-house was in I never saw such a primeval-looking shepherd. He mounted 
readiness for the lecture. Brown was at Haystack, were he the wagon and directed us on our course, and down the mountain 
camped out, and arose early in the morning and hied away to side we crept, and soon glided into the" main traveled road," 
Lone Rock, to set our flag up there, right over the Methodist and kept it to our journey's end. It was along toward the mid
prayyr-meeting. Brown is a brave and staunch Liberal. Along dle of the afternoon when Fossil appeared in the far distance be
with him is Alex. CrawforJ, Lewis A. Miller, Mr. and Mrs. G. fore us-a bright-looking village in the midst of vast and undu
W. Boone, and others. The school-house was quite full. It is lating hills. W. N. Putnam and his brother, J. H. Putnam, were 
used also for a church, and the class-meeting was just over as the the first to greet me. They are of the revolutionary stock, I be
Infidel lecturer began, but there was no apparent discord. Dr. lieve, and are not afraid to go into the wolves' den, if need be. 
Nicklin, a broad-minded Christian gentleman, introduced me to W. N. Putnam rode in twenty miles to be present at the lectures, 
the audience. He calls himself" Christian," but as he wants to and stand in the breach if need be, and it turned out that he was 
hear all sides of the question, and is in favor of inquiry and pro the man for the occasion. The church was built by all the citi
gressr I don't know how far that cognomen will suit. But of zens of ~he place with the understanding that it was for general 
course each man can choose his own name, but as a friend and use, but the Christians in control absolutely refused it for Liberal 
companion Dr. Nicklin pleased me, whatever title he may as- . lectures. The school-house was also refused, and the l\fasons, 
sume. In substance he is a Freethinker, and we can ag-ree to not knowing but what I had horns and hoofs, and was really the 
disagree, and discuss theology to our heart's content. There was devil in disguise, didn't want I should lecture in their hall until 
so much interest manifested in the first lecture that it was voted' they had seen and heard me, and found out how harmless I 
to have another on Friday evening, and so I remained over, and" might he, or otherwise. There was nothing to do but to make a 
continued the discourse on the" Philosophy of Freethought," and " hall for the occasion, and 50 the lumber was procured and in a 
meanwhile had an agreeable, sociable time with this frontier little while \Vatson's store became Watson's Hall-thanks to the 
community. Lone Rock is pretty near the verge of civilization, indomitable spirit of W. N. Putnam. Then things went on favor
where the cowboy and broncho meander in barbaric pomp. I ably, and our flag floated high. The meeting Saturday evening 
expect to come here again, for I like the way people do things. was crowded, and after the lecture there was a dance and sociable. 
They do their level best, have plenty of fun, and what more can On Sunday afternoon and evening there were good houses, and I 
one ask for in this fleeting world? have not visited a place where the outlook is more favorable than 

Saturday morning we are en route for Fossil. Collins is with at Fossil. It is sixty miles off the railroad, but is one of the 
me still, an old campaigner. He has been quite over the coast liveliest little towns on the coast. A big business is done with 
from 1\ie!ico to Columbia, has traveled by moonlight and star- . the ranchmen and stockmen, etc., and money seems to be plenty. 
light to avoid the Indians, has stood upon the mountain-t"op, like Fossil keeps on growing, though the season is dull somewhat on 
Jesus and the devil, and viewed the whole world, and he has a . account of drouth. It has a prosperous look all round, and its 
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citizens are public-spirited. The Liberal element is strong. 
A. J. Shrum and family 'came all the way from Burnt Ranch, 

fifty miles, to attend the lectures. This is the roll of honor of 
these Freethought travelers: A. J. Shrum and wife, Mrs. Nancy 
Shrum, Miss Anna Gertrude Shrum .• W. H. Shrum, D. P. Shrum,' 
J. B. Teller, Eugene Loony, and Mrs. S. Wells. 1\1rs. Wells is 
mother of Mrs. Shrum, and is nearly eighty years of age, but she 
h:ts the spirit of It eternal youth." It is quite an inspiration to 
have a friend so well entitled to life's repose come this distance, 
not by railroad, for the railroads are a hundred miles away from 
this country, but by team, in order to give the gracious benedic
tion of age to our toils. 'It makes us more hopeful of the un
bounded future of humanity. Miss Anna Gertrude Shrum fa
vored us with excellent and lively music, and Mr. J. B. Teller 
and W. H. Shrum and A. J. Shrum joined in the singing, which 
was received with enthusiastic approval by the audience. In 
every respect we had a good time. There was the best of com
radeship, and the verdict was that we will keep the campaign 
agoing, and I expect to corne back next summer, and all along 
the route there will be new openings and larger work. They 
have some queer names in this country. There is one place 
called" Shoo-fly." I have a great desire to lecture at "Shoo
fly." It strikes me I should have a very interesting audience 
there. I expect to go to Burnt Ranch and Prineville for 
a week's campaign, and also to Haystack for a big Fourth of 
July celehration, and it looks as if among these ancient fossils 
that orthodoxy would" pale its ineffectual fires" before the ad
vancing banners of Freethought. The fact of it is, that these 
fossils tell a story far more antique and wonderful than anything 
in the Bible reGords. Right here is IC creation's dawn" of a mill
ion years ago, and in the" crystal music" of these hills and ra
vines are caught the first strains of nature's eternal march, and 
wandering through the immensities of these parts, its awful 
chambers, and desolate palaces, we hear the" mystic and un
fathomable song," which thereafter s~rged in Shakespere's brain, 
and the rejoicing splendors of to-day. 

\V. N. Putnam, J. H. Putnam, Ed. Putnam, brother of Joseph 
Putnam, of Monument, S. G. Hawson, formerly of London, of 
the noble Secularist band there, and co-worker with Bradlaugh; 
C. Cook, Harvey Martin, and Jack Martin, who, like myself, 
were born into the faith beneath the roof of an orthodox clergy
man, but didn't stay; C. Branson, Charles G. Millet, Benton 
Mires, the picture of whose handsome ranch I shall hang up in 
FREETHOUGHT office, and I guess I must also mention Harvey, 
who is like T~nnyson's brook, (C Men may come and men may 
go, but I keep on forever," etc.,-these with others have made 
Fossil a happy memory bright with morning's glow. 

It rained a bit at Fossil, just enough to brighten the atmos
phere and lay the dust Monday, when I start early for Arling
ton, sixty miles away. Good-bye to Collins, whose genial com
panionship had whiled away many an hour of dusty pilgrimage. 
Good-bye to Fossil, Haystack, Monument, and all these wild 
i>laces of nature where man has planted his royal banner. I shall 
not forget these vast and splendid scenes and the rough journeys 
amid them, where toil has been mingled with delight, where 
picturesque wastes are radiant with the smile of freedom and the 
glow of intellect. 

On to Arlington, down the wild canyons and over the rough 
ridges where if anything should break we might tum ble hundreds 
of feet, and find no resting-place short of sheo!. The vast, plains 
stretch away, 'and the blue hills, like glittering billows, melt into 

the immense horizon. At Maysville, Wm. Keys and daughter 
increase the list of passengers from one, myself, to three. Mr. 
Keys is a jolly ranchman, and keeps things lively wherever he 
goes, for he has the blood of "Erin's green isle" and its jovial 
spirit. At Condon, Postmaster Darling joins us, and he is a 
staunch Freethinker, as it didn't take long to find out; and so 
"cabined, cribbed~ confined," as we were by the four bides of 
the coach, we had a merry time, and the alkali dust, and horrible 
ruts that jolted us, a la Horace Greeley, when Hank Monk told 
him to keep his seat, these varieties of our journey didn't bother 
us much, for the jest went round and kept us continually in good 
humor. At six o'clock P. M., after twelve hours' ride, we rolled 
down the gully into Arlington. I found things ready for a lec
ture in the evening. I just had time to get my supper, change 
my clothes, and shake off the dust, when the audience was gath
ered, and a good audience it was, considering that only two days' 
notice had been given of the lecture. Mr. Harry Hawson in
troduced me with appropriate remarks as to the object of Secular
ism. Mr. Hawson is brother of our ally at Fossil, of Engla~d, 
one of the coadjutors also with Bradlaugh, and an earnest advo· 
cate of Liberalism. My address was well received, and arrange
ments were made for a lecture on the following evening. 

Alex Hardie, of Lost Valley, who happened to be attending 
court, was our main stay at Arlipgton. He is a redoubtable 
Scotchman, and a true-hearted Liberal. He believes in work, 
and contributes generously to the cause. He sent five dollar& 
for the Portland convention, besides bearing much of the burden 
of the expenses of lecture at Arlington. Arlington is now some
what on the decay. It is not half as lively as it was two years 
ago. It has good .deal of a floating population, and the prospects 
for permanent work here are not favorable. I did not have so 
many on the second evening as on the first. The court was in 
session, and the grand army had a parade, but the fact remains 
that there is general in,difference concerning the importance of 
our work. But I found Arlington an interesting stopping:-place; 
genial friends are here, and if only a few, they are of the loyal 
kind. Dr. Tourney I found to be an excellent co-worker. He 
has won an enviable position in his profession, and is well-known 
throughout the country for several useful inventions. He stands 
frankly by science and Freethought, and asks no favors of the 
churches or the priests. There is no "faith-cure 'f in his. It. is 
all common sense and hard work. 

Alex Crawford and Lewis Miller, of Lone Rock, and Joseph 
Frizsell, were also at Arlington, besides others from-the county; 
and so by this uniting of forces I think that something has been 
done for progress at this point, and I shall hope for the best. 

Tuesday night I leave for Portland. I had not heard the 
whistle of a locomotive for nearly a month, and it was quite 
pleasant to see the iron monster. He is a good friend indeed
better than all the angels. Early Wednesday morning I arrive at 
Portland. I find that everything is in good trim for the conven
tion. President Beal is hard at work, receiving hundreds of let-:
ters, with money and good words. It will be a grand gathering, 
I think.. Mrs. tIaight is enlisting the ladies for the brilliant ball, 
and of course that will be one of the happiest occasions in the 
pathway of Freethought. Miss Hattie Blaisdell is preparing the 
beautif~l banner. My ex-reverend Comrade Sutton is also hard 
at work, and also Treasurer Neunert, who wont give up, al
though it is not by any means easy sailing. Tile Christians boy
cott him, but they can't scare him. 

Friday evening I lecture at Hillsboro. The friends here are 
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ready and generom. They have kept the campaign quite lively 
during the summer. The county fair closing on Friday, and a 
dance in the evening, prevented a full attendance. But my 
listeners were attentive, and it was an enjoyment to speak to 
them. The Liberals of Hillsboro are doing all they can for the 
cause. There are not many 9f them, but they are true and open
handed, and their welcome is most cheering. S. B. Huston, 
who is coming to the top of his profession, has always the 
courage, of his convictions, not only in Freethought, but in all 
things. He is an honest politican-if you can apply the word 
" politician" to one who wont dodge any issue, be it Freethonght 
or free trade. Our friend stands by his colors, and that's what I 
like. \V. C. Clow, with his family, is always at the front. He 
gtve me a beautiful present when saying good-bye, and I shl.Il 
always wear it in honor of his friendship, and its sparkling lu,tre 
shall ray hope upon every toil and dusty way. I visited T. S. 
'Vilkes and brother, hard at work in the court-house maldng up 
for reference the records of the county, etc. They are the" third 
generation of Freethinkers, and they keep the flag unfurled with 
every star upon its shining folds. I found an Israel Putnam here 
of the old stock, and I begin to think that all the Putnams are 
coming into the heterodox camp. A. A. Wolf is still with us on 
the~oll of FREETHOUGl-IT; Jerome Wells, and others also. Every 
way! had a delightful sojourn at Hillsboro, and encouragement 
for _work. Every effort possible was made to induce Rev. 
Campbell to debate. He had loudly proclaimed his desire to 
meet me. He was anxious for the fray. He was given three 
1nonth's notice~ and yet when the time came, he backed down. 
He refused to debate, he had other engagements, etc. It is my 
opinion that the Rev. Campbell has had enough ,of it, and has 
come to the Fallstaffian conclusion that" discretion is the better 
part of valor: " 

" He who fights and runs away 
WiIllive to fight another day." 

Campbell is always ready for the combat, but like the Irish
man's flea, when you put your finger on him he isn't there. 
Farewell, Brother Campbell. I thought to see thee in the list of 
battle, valiant, shining, thunderous, defending Zi0n in the sweat 
of thy face. 1 did not think that the last I should behold of thee 
would be thy far retreating coat-tails en route to "other engage
ments." 

On Saturday morning I went to where Charles Hagne I' and 
his little wife and baby, which of cour~e is the grand·est baby in 
the universe, are camping out, or rather camping in what he 
calls "the barn," where he lives until the cottage is built. 'Veil, 
we enjoyed it all the same as if it were a "palace fair," and 
ate our dinner merrily, and after dinner started off-wife, baby, 
and all, with a spanking team, for North Yamhill, twenty-one 
miles' away. It is a splendid ride over across the country, al
though it is cloudy and windy and rainy part of the time. This 
is a magnificent land indeed, and nowhere in the world are there 
more prosperous homes and ampler fields and pastures where 
the fat cattle roam, and the sheep fleck the hills, and the slow 
battalions of swine are preparing for pork. 

The mist is pouring down as we reach the pretty village of 
North Yamhill." The prospect is not very cheering for an au
dience, but a few gather together as the lights flash forth from 
the hall into the heavy night. I hope for pleasant weather on 
Sunday~ but the· vast masses of cloud remain, with now and then 
a streak of blue, and glorious bursts of sunshine. \Vhen the hour 
for lecture arrives, both afte!noon and evening, there seems to be 

an extra dash of rain prepared especially for the occasion, and 
the hall is only about half filled. Nevertheless, I enjoy meeting 
our excellent friends here, and I could not find an audience bet
ter in quality than our veterans here. North Yamhill is known 
in the annals of FREETHOUGHT as al ways ready to do its duty, and 
I have been cheered both in storm and sunshine by these gener
ous allies. 

I was sorry to find Lee Laughlin on the sick list, and only able 
to attend one of the lectures, but heart and brain are true as ever 
to the cause. He has had quite an experience in the pioneer 
world of Oregon. He was snowed up one winter, about U ma
tilla, with James Wardwell, of Idaho, and they passed the long 
hours playing H old sledge," etc. I guess \Vardwell remembers 
this. He was also with Mayor Magone in the early wars. If all 
our pioneer Liberals could get together at Portland, what stories 
they could tell of flood and field, of mountain and plain, of all 
the wild romance of Oregon's wonderful youth, when civilization 
first struck its vast solitudes. 

Hon. R. R. Laughlin bore our banner in the last legislature, 
and did some effective work for the taxation of church property, 
which will be of great benefit as we push the battle. The be
ginning has been made, and results are favorable for the next 
campaign. 

I was welcome at the hbspitable home of Lee Laughlin, where 
the Secular pilgrim can sit by the happy fireside and find rest and 
inspiration f9r still further adventure, but George H. Dawes, 
whom I had not seen before, and who went twice to the train 
and missed me, and wanted to give me a little dicipline-and be:
sides \ve had a few things to talk about-took me to his domicile, 
where Mrs. Dawes and the children, Eva and Leland, make the 
new western home bright as merry noise and hopeful work can 
do. The little boy is named after our famous secretary, T. C. 
Leland, and he looks with his broad brow and sparkling eyes as 
if he would be '\vorthy of his brilliant namesake. Mr. Dawes 
has charge of a private school here under management of Mr. 
Hauswirth. I looked in upon it for an hour or two, and the at
mosphere of liberty and science is quite delightful. The school 
is entirely non-sectarian, and the scholars are co-workers with the 
teacher in the attainment of knowledge after the model of 
Spencer's principles of education, where reason is developed, and 
not simply m~mory. 1\1:r. Dawes lectures occasionally. He is 
able and earnest in his devotion to Freethought, and is a strong 
addition to our forces, and will undoubtedly do a noble work 
upon the platform. He is one of the kind who wont give in. 
Like Horace Seaver, he has the gift of pertinacity, and will hold 
on in spite of difficulties. There is a splendid opportunity for 
our friends at 1\1:cMinnville, Forest Grove, and other places to 
secure the services of a stated lecturer, and without doubt they 
will avail themselves of it, and consolidate and advance our 
forces in this growing country. Mr. Dawes is a welcome co
worker with our too few laborers upon the platform. I have had 
a most enjoyable visit with him, and find the true comrade and 
honorable soldier, who is not one bit afraid of toil and danger. 
Mrs. Dawes was born into the Baptist church, but Christianity 
has since disappeared, and she is now a brave and cheerful com
panion in the hard and rugged ways of pioneer work-ready for 
sacrifice, with no reward but that of honest thought and heroic 
deed. 

l\Iy friend Hauswirth is always the same-a staunch supporter. 
He believes in building for the future. The school which he 
has established is prospering with noble possibilities of usefulness. 



644 FREETHOUGHT.· 

I found friend Higgins on the watch, keeping "time,. time, 
time" to the march of human progress, and Miss Myrtle Higgins 
is likewise on the roll of honor. 

1. L. Castle is almost always on the go, but he took time f<?r 
two of the lectures, and would have been at the other if his ortho
dox horse had not taken a heterodox tum ble:' \Vhat he does, he 
does with all his might, and he is for Freethought through storm 
and sunshine. 

J. \V. Haines, J. \Villiams, Ivan Daniel, B. F. \Vade, Frank 
Dudley, and others are ready to be counted for· the Demands of 
Liberalism, and the good fame of North Yamhill, 50 early known, 
is still radiant as ever for Liberty, science, and humanity. The 
silver clouds sailing over the blue sky flash with the glorious 
sun, and heart and hope are brightened with the friends, both 
new and old, that I have met in this land, where beautiful h~r-
.vests make golden the pathway of progress. S. P. PUTNAM. 


TO THE FRIEND3 AT PORTLAND. 


" By the time this i3sue of FREETHOUGHT reaches Oregon there 

will prob~b1y be gathered at Portland one of the largest conven

tions of Liberals ever held on the C01St. At this convention, we 

cannot doubt, much. goo:! work will be done. There will be 

eloquent addres5es, and, we hope, plans 'pre3ented and adopted 

forcon:inuing the influence of the meetings after the convention 

has adjourned.' And amonJ these methods we count first the 

distribution of Freeth~uJht literature. L'lrge gatherings and 

fervent appeals from the platform arouse enthusiasm for the 

time, but the thoughts uttered must be crystallized in the printed 

word to become perm:ment, and these again must be renewed 

and reiterated, precept upon precept. 

\Ve therefore want to secure large circulation for the Liberal 

papers. Especially must the Liberals of the coast be interested 

in a large circulation of this plrticular Liberal paper-FREE

THOUGHT. 

There will be present at the Portland Convention several per

sons who will act as agents for us, and copies of this and other 

issues will be there for distribution. The senior Editor, S. P. 

Putnam, will receive new names and renewals, and supply speci

men copies. President Beal in his leisure moments, if he finds 

any, may be applied to for the same purp~se. Mrs. F. C. Rey

nolds and Mr. A. F. Neunert are also our authorized agents. 

But all these may at times be otherwise engaged, and so we have 

:a further suggestion to make: Let all our friends and readers 

provide themselves with specimen copies, and constitute them

selves canvassers for subscriptions, presenting the paper at all 

.times and places, so that no one attending the convention may 

go away without having had an opportunity to subscribe. \Ve 

" trust that none who receive this suggestion will fail to act. \Ve 

do not claim too much when we say that it is largely through 

, the instrumentality of the paper an:! its field worker that Liberal 

organization in Oregon has been brought about. Then let the 

. attendants at this convention reciprocate and give to FREE

'THOUGHT the support thlt FREETHOUGHT has given them. It is 

:,'vital to the paper and vital to the cause of Liberalism up~n this 

coast. 

DOUBTFUL CONSOLATION. 

In the Golden Gate of last week appeared the following: 
The editor of FREETHUUGHT is asked to publish a death notice of the 

little two-year-old son of a friend, with the added request that the edjtor 
would" add what consolation there may b~ to offer." Here is the 
proffered consolation (?): ",\Ve can only say there i!ii no consolation ex
cept the knowledge that merciful Time may lessen the acuteness of 
grief; that sorrow consumes itself at last; that whatever of trouble 
might have been in store for the little one, had he lived, is spared him 
now." If we had nothing better than that to offer a stricken heart, we 
would ask to be excllsed and say nothing., Why will our Freethought 
friends persist in repudiating evidence of the future life that is as 
palpable as sight, as positive as touch, and as clearly established as "the 
proof of mortal existence-that is, to millions of the race? There is not 
a whit more improbability of a continued existence of the spirit of man 
beyond the confines of the grave, even were there no evidence of the fact, 
than there is that he exists here. There is 1\0 more mystery about the 
one life than the other. If there was no future life (and we know there 
i~) then nature is an infinite cheat, as far as man is concerned. She com· 
pletes everything else she undertakes; why should she make an excep
tion of him? She brings him up to a point where his longing soul has 

,just begun to aspire for knowledge, and then she snuffs him out of the 
universe! No, no, neighbor; you are on the wrong track. 

Mr. Owen says that if he had nothing better to afTer the 
mourner than the fact that time obtunds the point of grief, that 
sorrow consumes itself and has an end, and that the trouble 
which afflicts the living is spared to the dead, he would ask to be 
excused from saying anything. This is equivalent to assuming that 
to the Materialist no word of truthful consolation or sympathy 
should be spoken; he must bear his sorrow alone. ,. 

\Ve do not believe that such a course is either honest or hu
mane. It is not honest to conceal from a sufferer that his pain 
will sometime be healed, and it is not humane to withhold from 
him whatever truthful· assurances there may be to lessen his an
guish. \Vhen Mr. Owen says he knows there is a future life, we 
have to base our belief in that assertion upon our confidence in 
his truth and veracity; and for ourselves, we do not deny that 
such confidence is severely tested by his positive statement. \Ve 
do not know that there is a future life, and we are not sure that 
it would be desirable. Certainly it is not a consolation so long 
as it is doubted. A child dying in infancy must enter the other 
world an infant. The parents never cease to think of it as such, 
and the mother expects to take in her arms once more the babe 
she placed in the coffin. She may live a half century in that 
hope; and here occurs a question which we would be glad to 
have Mr. Owen answer, since he" knows." Does the mother 
find her child an infant still upon the farther side, or will she 
find him or her a matured man or woman of fifty years? Will 
nature keep the child in a state of arrested development for two 
score and ten years to satisfy the yearnings of the parents, or will 
she. disappoint ·them by permitting it to re'.lch maturity and old 
age? Is the summerland a place of pc:rpetual growth and de
velopment, or of eternal stagnation? If the former, then the 
experiences of this world, all its sorrows and partings, must 
merely be repeated. If the latter, it is an "infinite cheat" upon 
those who enter it in the undeveloped state of infancy. Either 
way, we fail to recognize where the consolation appears. 

We know, if we know anything, that the dead do not suffer; 
that, if they are denied the pleasures of life, they are also spared 
its troubles. Better to leave them thus than consign them to an 
unseen world of whose locality, conditions, and desirability we 
have not the first iota' of reliable information. 

"Liberty and Morality," by W. S. ·Bell. IS cents. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 

To those who have never taken FREETHOUGHT we offer it at 
the following very low rates, in clubs: 

One subscription one year .... ~ .•........ , ....••. $2.00 
Twv subscriptions one year...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 3.00 
Three subscriptions one year... . .• . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 4.00 
Four subscriptions one year. . . . .. ....•• . . . . .. .,. 5.00 

In clubs above four in number the subscription will be uniform 
at $1.25. Try it for a year. HanJ your name to our agents or 
address Putnam & Macdorpld, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco. 

·THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the Sa.n Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
evening, October 13, at 8 o'clock. Jerome A. Anderson, l\tD., 
will speak on "Materialism." 

IT looksto us as though a wrong had been done in the arrest, 
trial, and conviction of James H. Barry, editor of the San Fran
cisco \Veekly Star. Mr. Barry's offense consisted in criticising 
the ruling of Judge Lawler in the case of Supervisor Bingham. 
At the same time Mr. Barry" animadverted" upon the honesty 
and integrity of the judge. He was thereupon arrested for con
tempt of court, found guilty, and sentenced to pay a fine of $500 
and to impris6nment for five days in the county jail. The in
justice of this, as it seems to us, lies more in the charge than in 
the prosecution. \Ve have never known before that a newspaper 
is forbidden by law to eXlJress an opinion on the judicial conduct 
of a judge. If such is the law it is broken almost daily by every 
journal in the city. In. a case of Jibel a judge would ha,ve the 
same redress as any other citizen, and if this were the charge in
stead of contempt, we could have pothing to say about it until 
trial and investigation had revealed the facts. But in a contempt 
case there is practically no inve3tigation, and the fact that a judge 
should be more desirous of vindicating his dignity than his official 
diaracter shows that he regards the one as more defensible than 
the other. \Ve have not a word to say in defense of libel, but 
we ought to have a good deal to say in defense of liberty of the 
press as regards criticism of the official acts of public servants. 
Our judges appear to have fed on some superior sort of meat, 
and to have grown exceeding great. The press is at perfect lib
erty to discuss the actions of the mayor of the city, the governor 
of the state, the president of the United States, or the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, but when it comes to a county judge the 
law claps on the muzzle. Opinion is divided in the present case, 
but Mr. Barry has many friends and supporters, and we would 

.. recommend that these now show their sincerity by contributing 
one dollar each to the number of fiv~ hundred and paying his 
fine. He may be able to spare the five days which he must spend 
in jail, but a fine of $ 500 is excessive, and out of all proportion 
to the alleged offense, but, since the law i~ inexorable, his sup
porters should rally about him, make his cause their own, ~nd 
lift this burden'from his shoulders. 

SOliE time ago we incautiously offered a few reflections upon 
the Field-Terry case. It looks now as though we must have 
treated the subject as fatally as Marshal Neagle did Judge Terry, 
(or the ghost of it still troubles us. \Ve do not often care to dis
claim responsibility for the opinions of contributors, but in this 
case such a disclaimer may be only a measure of common pru
dence. 

AT a meeting of the Presbytery in New Brunswid:,·N. J., last 
week the Rev. Dr. l\IcC03h, ex-president of Princeton College 
spoke strongly in favor of a revision of fJ.ilh. He particularly 
pointed out the doctrine of the foreordination as not taught. by 
the scriptures. There seems to be a sentiment generally preva
lent among Presbyterians, that their blrbarous Confession of 
Faith should be reyised, and all intelligent people m~st be glad 
to see it. But supposing the creed is revised, and the doctrine 
of foreordination expunged, what effect will it have, in the. minds 
of theol03ians, on the fate of those ,,,ho have been damned for 
denying that dogma? Would the fresh evidence entitle them to 
a new trial? 

THE American Sentinel makes this very good point against the 
Rev. \Vilbur F. Crafts: "'Office is opportunity,' is the motto dis~ 
played on the letter-heads used by the field secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union. This is but another version ofthe 
standard political maxim, 'To the victors belong the sporls.' 
The constant display of this avowal may be taken as a declaration 
that the union seeks political power, and if successful will not be 
slow to use it for the furtherance of its schemes. A country that 
is fully awake to the value of liberty, will be slow to place oilicial 
'opportunity' in the hands of a party of religionists whose aims 
are expressed by such mercenary sentiments." 

SAYS the Ventura Democrat: "If it be the intention to build 
up a marine commerce at Redondo Beach, the company hld 
better eliminate the long-haired gentry from their midst. Sunday
school notions should not be allO\yed to interfere with trade. If 
our merchants order a bill of goods via Redondo Beach, and the 
vessel arrives on a Sunday they should not be compelled to wait 
until Tuesday to receive them. L'lSt Sunday morning a freight 
steamer arrived at the Redondo wharf, laden with various kinds 
of merchan:lise for Los Angeles. The captain was not allowed 
to unload because it was Sunday. Bah! it makes us sick." 

THE Adventists of Eatontown, N. r, passed a sad day last l\fon
day, for it was the date set by their pastor for the end of the 
world and the wicked, and for the transfiguration of the godly. 
But the'world failed to desist, and the righteous did not tran~figure. 
The heavens did not depart as a scroll, nor the earth melt with 
fervent heat. The Adventists, however, are not discouraged. 
Their pastor admits the apparent failure of his prophecy, tut he 
is still certain that the end is near. It may be, if the i~ol-killer 
should happen through Eatontown before long. 

JOHN BURNS, the le-ader of the London dock strikers, ''fas once a 
member of the Blttersea branch of the National Secular Society, 
and is reported to be a Freethinker. l\Ir. G. 'V. Foote thinks 
that Burns made a big mistake in negotiating with Cardinal :Man
ning and the Bishop of London. These clerical" friends of the 
people" proposed an impossible compromise, and afterwards 
as good as called the strike-leaders liars for saying they had not 
agreed to it. 

A COMMITTEE consisting of two vice-presidents and the assistant 
secretary of the San Francisco Freethought .Society sends the fol
lowing circular to members and sympathizers: 

"\Ve desire to call your attention to our local Freethought Society, to 
interest you in its meetings, and to secure your support of the same. 
This society is almost self-sustaining, the collections at its ~eetings fall. 
ing but little short of paying the expenses of hall rent and ad vertising. 
There is at present, however, a deficit, which we wish to make up, and 
if possible to establish a Fund for future occasions. There nre no dues 
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from members, and we therefore suggest an assessment of one dollar up
on -each member who can afford to contribute that amount, and upon every 
sympathizer with the movement. If you are willing to meet this assess
ment, and to pay one dollar, or more or less, for the support of the society, 
please advise ,the assistant secretary, G. E. Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, 
to that effect, or, better still, attend the meeting next Sunday evening, 
at 421 Post street, and see the treasurer, Mr. A. H. Schou." 

To this circular the following responses have been received: 
C. E. Spafford, $1; Wm. H. Eastman, $1; Emil S. Lemme, $1; 
Putnam & Macdonald (postage stamps), $1; J. O. Scott, $1; \Vm. 
Noble, $2; Mr. Augusteny, $1; J. E. Palanca, $1; L. Diamant, 
$1; C. F. Burgman, $1. Thetreasurer reports that there is still 
a considerable sum due the treasury for hall rent and advertising, 
and contributions are solicited from those who have not already 
responded. Such contributions may be left at this offic~ or with 
the treasurer. 

THE Rev. Mr. Harcourt, of San Francisco, makes some as
tonishing admissions, con5idered from the point of view of a 
Methodist clergyman.' In his sermon last Sunday he saiJ: 

"Alexander Pope was scoffed at by the self-righteous bigots of his time 
because he said, 'An honest man is the noblest work of Go:L' In the 
light of a new civilization even churchmen are coming to see and believe 
this. But a still deeper and broader thinker than the poet has said, 'An 
honest God is the noblest work of man.' " 

It must gratify Colonel Ingersoll, who is the author of the sen
timent approved by Dr. Harcourt, to know that what was once 
deemed a blasphemous travesty has at last been accept.ed by a 
theologian as the best thought of the age concerning the deity. 

SAYS the Alta: "The plague of fleas which closed the public 
schools of Troy, N. Y., has stricken the city, and public worship 
is almost suspended." Worshipers in Troy, if they are unused 
to the affliction, must feel somewhat like the Sco~ch clergyman 
who after sitting upon an ant-hill, remarked that though he 
trust~d he had the word of God in his mouth, he believed that 
the devil was in, his trousers. 

L. K. WASHBURN has accepted the editorship of the B)ston 
Investigator, with Ernest Mendum as assistant. Mr. Washburn 
is a very able writer and lecturer, and Mr. Mendum has alre:l.dy 
shown his ability as an editor. 

WE derive from the Evening Post the information that a Sun
day law ~~ being quietly prepared in this city, to be sprung when 
least'e~pected, and that the struggle between Sabbatarians and 
~heir opponents is not far oft. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The first rain for many weeks fell copiomly last Sunday night. 
-'-'The 37th anniversary of the San Francisco Turn-Verein 
was celebrated on Sunday at vVoodward's Gardens. In the 
morning there was a large parade through the principal streets; 
in the afternoon, athletic and musical exercises, and at night a 
grand ball.-'-Miss. Ella 1\1. Smith, who died at Portland, Or., a 
few days ago, left $200,000 for charitable and educational pur
poses.--The returns of the election of the 1St inst. show that 
Tacoma, Wash., is the largest city of the four new states. The 
vote of the largest cities of the new states was as follows: Ta
coma 5324, Seattle 4560, Butte, M. T., including neighbo=ing 
camps, 4109, Helena, M. T., 3553, Spokane Falls 3148, SIOUX 
Falls, S. D., 2100. Washington cast the largest vote of any of 
the new states, except South Dakota, which was allowed two 
members of Congress. The total vote of South Dakota was about 
80000; that of North Dakota about 37,000. The total vote of 
W~shington last November was 46,353, It will exceed 60,000 

this year.--A prominent pillar of the church is mlssmg from 
Seattle. His name is Morse, and when he went awav he took a 
woman with him, but left his wife and children behind.--The 
Mechanics' fair in San Francisco cl<?sed last Saturday night.-
The grand jury of San Joaquin county in its final report deals 
with the Neagle-Terry case, but no indictment is found. 

The Germans of St. Louis celebrated last Sunday the anniver
sary of the landing of the German pioneers, Oct. 6, 1683. There 
were 30,000 men in line.--It is now conceded that the Demo
crats carried Montana in'last week's elections. The other new 
states are Republican, and the Dakotas are prohibition.--At 
the convention of Theosophists in Chicago last week, resolutions 
were adopted expelling the noted high, priestess of Theosophy, 
Mme. Blavatsky, and her New York representative, William Q. 
Judge.--Charles S. Pratt, the confidential bookkeeper, secre
tary and cashier of the H. Wales Lines Company, Meri~len, 
Conn., is arrested for embezzlement of over $10,000. The affair 
caused a profound sensation, as Pratt was an officer in several 
local organizations, the treasurer of the First Congregational 
Society, and a city alderman. He confesses --While a prayer 
meeting was being conducted at the Presbyterian church, at Moss 
Point, Miss., Oct. 2, some one fired a load of buckshot througl1 
the front door of the building, instantly killing two worshipers. 

Bismarck, the German chancellor, is credited with addressing 
the president of the \Voodworkers' Congress pacifically as fol
lows: " The foreign situation is so peaceful that you may set to 
work' without the slightest fear. It was not always so. Not long 
ago England still hesitated whether to act as a mad bull or as a 
fat ox chewing its cud. To-day her resolution is taken, and I 
can assure you the maintenance of peace is certain." 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Probably the'most instructive words uttered from any platform 
in San Francisco last Sunday evening were in the lecture of Prof. 
Herbert I'IIilIer before the Freethought Society. The house was 
not ciO\vded, the weather being so warm and nature so attractive 
so as to prevent, but about eighty people, many of them engaging 
young ladies, made a very sati~factory audience. Professor J <?ran 
played the piano with extraordinary brilliancy, and the opening 
remarks of Vice-President Eastman were eXGcptionally happy. 

Professor Miller had chosen for his subject "Matter and 
Spirit," his reflections on that theme having arisen from Dr. 
Jerome A. Anderson's lecture in August. The speaker began 
by saying that when he first commenced to think he inquired 
how he came to be in existence, and how the world was inaugu
rated. He received the orthodox answers, and was referred to 
Genesis and the six days of creation. This was the inside teach
ing of the church, but outside he learned quite a different theory 
-that known as the nebular theory-and discarded the theelogi
cal explanation as regards the world. As to the beginning of 
life we are still ignorant, but it is in accord with all natural law 
to believe that life began to exist when conditions became such 
that it could exist. There is no time known to science when that 
principle called the soul was introduced. Religions are built 
upon the belief that there is a soul distinct from the body which 
lives forever, but there is no evidence that such is the fact, and it 
is denied by reason and e~perience. 

With reference to Dr. Anderson's lecture the speaker said that 
within the last forty years or so it had been claimed that new 
ground is found on which to base a.future life, called Spiritual
ism. Of this Theosophy is a branch, though with a different 
source. But there' was nothing in Spiritualism not to be ex
plained on natural, principles, and Theosophy was an outgrowth 
of Buddhism with no more claims to credibility than Mohamme
danism or Christianity. ' 

Professor Miller recognized some great principle or energy 
governing the universe,but to ascribe will and consciousness to it 
would be like ascribing them to a circle or any other geometrical 
figure. The speaker closed with a fine peroration, wherein he 
said that in a certain sense all are immortal. The matter whereof 
our bodies are composed had no beginning, and could have no 
end. We are affected by influences coming from a beginningless 
past, and the influences which we exert proceed to an endless 
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future. In this world we know that we live and love, and if 
there be another world worth the having we shall live and love 
again. Professor Miller resumed his seat cheered by the heartiest 
applause that any speaker before the society has as yet evoked. 

Chairman Eastman next introduced Professor Joran, musician, 
and Mr. A. H. Schou, treasurer; and while the one drew music 
from the piano, the other extracted a substantial collection from 
the audience. Then Mr. Eastman said he would be pleased to 
hear any remarks pertinent to the subject of the leclure. 

Dr. 0'Brock was the first speaker. Readers of these reports 
will remember seeing the above remark before. Somebodyap
plauded Dr. O'Brock as he took the floor, which unusual and 
unexpected demonstration. quite overpowered him, but he pro
ceeded and had got as far in his customary speech as Bellamy's 
"Looking Backward" and the defects of the United States con
stitution when the Chair called him to order, and requested him 
to speak to the subject. Dr. O'Brock claimed that" all soopyects 
hinch upon everytings," only the Chair was too ignorant to rec
ognize that great truth, and denied the right of the said Chair to 
interrupt him. Mr. Eastman reminded him that he must appeal 
to the meeting if he wished redress, and the speaker thereupon 
inquired if his ten minut~s had expired. Then a voluminous 
" Yes I" arose from the audience, and the doctor sat down. 

Mr. C. F. Burgman followed, saying with reference to O'Brock, 
that he saw the necessity of limiting the range of discussion if 
any valuable results were to come from it. The lecture of the 
evening he regarded not as an exposure but as an exposition of 
Theosophy, one of the best he had ever heard, though he did 
not like Professor Miller's summary dismissal of Spiritualism. 
Mr. Burgman had not reached a satisfactory conclusion himself 
as regards a future life, but believed there was one. 

Mr. Paddon pronounced the lecture the best intellectual treat 
he had ever enjoyed, and he had been in the Freethought ranks 
for about fifty years, and would reach the age of eighty in De
cember. 

A lady next arose to express her disapproval of Spiritualism, 
which she regarded as a disease of the brain and a most prolific 
source of insanity unless properly treated. 

Mrs. Frost related that years ago she was a member of the 
Freethought society organized by Messrs. Battersby and Mackay, 
wherein Spiritualism was freely discussed. She was surprised to 
hear the Spiritualist denomination spoken of as it had been by 
the. previous lady. 

Mr. Parker, of Petaluma, said -he was not averse to Dr. 
O'Brock, but believed in allowing a man to exhibit his idiosyn
crasies without let or hindrance. He thought we could stand it 
for ten minutes, and preposterous persons injured themselves 
more than others. 

Mr. Miller, in closing the discussion, said the fact that he had 
apparently pleased his hearers was less flattering to himself than 
to them: for he had addressed their common sense; had given 
them not so much his own opinions as the opinions of the best 
scientific minds of the century; and the audience had been dis
criminating enough to accept these opinions. The professor de
nied that his lecture \vas Theosophical~ as Mr. Burgman thought, 
and explained that he had dismissed Spiritualism without debate 
as he would dismiss unargued the claim of an irresponsible per
son that a large stone thrown into the air, instead of returning to 
the earth, had continued to ascend. 

Dr. Jerome A. Anderson was in the audience, and took notes. 
Next Sunday evening he will present the Theosophical aspect of 
" Matter and Spirit." From the interest manifested in the open
ing of the subject it is safe to predict a lively continuance and 
close. It will be no more than the fair thing for all who heard 
Professor Miller's address to attend Dr. Anderson's lecture also, 
and bring as many with them as the hall will admit. 

Mr. Putnam will be happy '~hen he reads the following letter: 
OAK MILLS, Kan., Sept. 26, 1889. 

S. P. PUTNAM, ESQ., Dear Sir: I hope you will allow a young 
Freethinker to express to you his warmest thanks for the great work you 
and -youi' partner are doing. Before me on the table is a copy of FREE. 
THOUGHT, one of the most ably conducted Freethought journals in 
America~ and your great masterpiece, "The Glory of Infidelity," which 
I have just read with the greatest of pleasure. It is without doubt one 

of the most logical and most t-loquent speeches ever delivered in defense 
of Freethought. Your poem on "Thomas Paine" is worthy to rank 
with the efforts of a Longfellow, a Tennyson, or a Whittier. Your able 
and brilliant companion, Mr. Geo. Macdonald, is also a fine poet. 
read his" Decoration Day" poem, and I say" it is hard to beat." Ac. 
cept this as my humble opinion of your efforts. With best wishes to you 
and Brother Macdonald, and with a hope that your grand journal will 
continue to send its mighty thunderbolts of Freethought and science 
along the Pacific Coast as well as across the whole continent, I am, 

Yours fraternally, GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 

George J. Remsburg is the son of John E. Remsburg, the 
well-known Liberal lecturer and writer. He is a youth of rare 
precocity. Though not more than eighteen, he has been talking 
and writing on politics and theology for several years. He is a 
Fourth of July orator, Republican stump speaker, and the colored 
man's friend. He has written for the Truth Seeker and Investi· 
gator, usually in the wav of eUlogium on prominent characters 
in American history. His manuscript is faultless in legibility, 
punctuation, and orthography; and while there is a certain exag· 
geration about his style, his composition is remarkably ripe con
sidering the age of the writer. It is safe to predict for George a 
successful career, whatever course he may choose. 

It is not safe for any journalist to rebuke the typographical 
offenses of other papers, because his own is likely to be open to 
the same charge; but these inaccuracies often have a deeper 
significance than appears to the eye of the unreflecting, and for 
that reason I call attention to the following from a supplement 
to E. C. Walker's Fair Play (Valley Falls, Kan.) of Sept. 31-13
14: 

A paragraph which appeared in No. 52 got made up in the fourth page 
of this, and to aggravate the trouble, was Ie off its feet." Through fail. 
ure to look at the Calendar the date was set up "Septemb!!r 13," and 
by a typographical accident the figures were transposed on the first page, 
making the date line read" September 31"-a non-existent date, by the 
way. So we start Volume II. by dating on the inside September 13 and 
on the outside October I, when we meant September 14. 

Then in his next issue Mr. Walker added: 
To help make complete the comedy of errors in last number of Fair 

Play we failed to credit the excellent article, "Indifference," to FREE. 
THOUGHT, of San Francisco. 

These errors are quite annoying, and doubtless troubled Mr. 
Walker more than anyone else who does not recognize, as I do, 
the ulterior significance previously noted; which significance is 
that prohibition in Kansas has not achieved the full results 
claimed for it by its friends. 

In a world full of theological humbugs, bleached blonds, and 
other forms of deception, it is refreshing to occasionally meet 
with perfect honesty and candor. The appended communication 
will illustrate the above remark: 

TURLOCK, Ca1., Sept. 28, 1889. 
To tlu Editors of Fnethought.. \ 

GENTS: Stop this paper, for it is no Good. Yours forever, E. HILL. 

Here we have an open declaration of disapproval of this jour.
nal. :Mr. Hill does not hold his pen in suspense thinking how' 
he shall let us down easy. He does not claim that he takes the 
c.ounty paper, four dailies. ~nd all the Liberal periodicals pub
hshed III the country, and IS therefore already performinO' more 
than his share toward supporting the press. He does notsav he 
is gojng to leave Turlock and doesn't know where he will lo~ate. 
He fails to perjure himself byaffirming that he is too poor to 
afford four cents a w;ek for t?e spread of truth and enlighten
ment. He even walVes the nght to plead that he hasn't time to 
read. He ignores the great advantage to be gained by repeating 
the popular lie that Liberal journals are unnecessary. He does 
not criticise our advertisements, our correspondents, or our edito
rial remarks on the Barry conte;mpt case. He has no objections, 
apparently, to FREETHOUGHT being subsidized by its friends. He 
views with equanimity an occasional typographical error, and a 
communication from an avowed Spiritualist does not excite his 
anger. None of these things disturb him, none of these exCUses 
are deemed sufficient; but looking over the publication week 
after week, he decides that it is no good, and therefore orders it 
discontinued to his address upon the expiration of his subscrip· 
tion. 
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Mr. Hill, let us annihilate the space intervening between Stan
islaus county and Yerba Buena, and shake. I extend my hand 
to you. Draw nigh. Give me your photograph, a lock of your 
hair, and a brief autobiography: including the name of the wo
man at whose knee you were taught to adore the everlasting 
truth. You are the man that Diogenes and I have been looking 
for ever since 4 13 B.C. 

A ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR PRIZE MANUAL. 

The American Secular Union, a voluntary association having 
for its object the complete separation of church and state, in 
practice as well as in profession, and in no way committed to . 
any system of religious belief or disbelief, acting herein by its 
president, Richard B. Westbrook, A.M., L.L.D., as its special 
trustee and attorney, in fact, hereby offers a premium of one 
thousand dollars ($1000), lawful money of the United States, for 
the best essay. treatise, or manual adapted to aid and assist teach
ers in our free public schools and in the Girard College for 
orphans, and other public and charitable institutions professing 
to be unsectarian, to thoroughly instruct children and youth in 
the purest principles of morality without inculcating religious 
doctrines, thus recognizing the legal right under our Federal 
Constitution of all our citizens, Jews and Gentiles, Catholics and 
Protestants. Liberals and Agnostics, and all other classes, whether 
believers or disbelievers, to have their children instructed in all 
the branches of a common secular education in our state schools, 
without having their tender minds biased for or against any sect 
or party whatever. 

It is desired that the manual for which this premium is offered 
shall not be a reading book for schools nor a mere code of 
morals, much less a system of ethical philosophy, but rather a 
concise yet comprehensive and suggestive exhibit, with familiar 
and practical illustrations of those universal foundation principles 
and axiomatic truths which underlie all sound morality and 
rightfulness, thus developing and educating that inherent moral 
sense which i'3 more or less common to all rational human be
ings. In short, to show how to teach children the natural and 
essential difference between right and wrong, and the reasons 
therefor, without reference to sacerdotal creeds and sectarian 
dogmas, is the chief object to be kept in mind in writing for this 
premium; as it is the unquestionable right of every tax-payer 
and citizen of this free republic to have their children educated 
in our common schools without having their minds prejudiced 
on those disputed subjects which may safely be intrusted to the 
family, the churches, and the Sunday-schools, where they prop
erly belong. 

While each writer will be expected to confine himself or her
self to the main object of this offer, the widest practical freedom 
in the form and. range of treatment will be allowed, but all prej
udice and partisanship regarding current controversies should be 
scrup1l1ously avoided. 

The manual should not contain less than 60,000 words, nor 
~nore than 100,000, though these limits will not be insisted upon 
in a work of special merit. 

The papers should all be submitted by April I, 1890, though. 
more time will be granted if necessary; but the committee will 
be ready to receive manuscripts by the first day of January, 
1890. 

Each manuscript should be in type-writing, or at least should 
be very legibly written to insure a careful reading, and should 
have a special mark or designation, and the name and postoffice 
address of the author should be sent at the same time in a sealed 
envelope; ~ot to be opened until after the a ward is made, bear
ing the same mark, and both addressed to R. B. Westbrook, 
No. 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia, Pa., post or express prepaid. 
Unaccepted manuscripts will be returned to the writers at their 
own expense, and the accepted manuscript shall become the ex
clusive property of the Union, to be held in trust by the trustee 
herein named, and the premium Of$IOOO will be promptly paid, 
without discount, when the copyright is thus secured. The 
money is now on deposit, in trust, with the Guarantee Trust and 
Safe Deposit Company in Philadelphia, for the object contem
plated. 

A representative and impartial committee shall in due time be 
carefully selected by the subscribers to this fund or a majority of 
them, to act as judges of the manuscripts submitted and to award 
the prize. The trustee herein named shall be a member and the 
chairman of said committee, whether he continues in the presi
dency of the American Secular Unio.l or not. 

Writers of all nations an(' invited to join in the· contest, and 
the award will be made without regard to nationality or sex. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, 
President of the American Secular Union, 

I 707 Oxford street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Attest: 

E. B. FOOTE, JR., Ch. Ex. Com. OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treasurer. 

THE INCONSISTENCY OP AGNOSTICISM. 

" It seems to me as irrational to say there is no God as to say there is 
a God."-Editor Twentieth Century. 

But, pray, why? Does not that proposition tacitly conc~de t~at 
it is irrational to say there is a God? If so, how can It be Ir
rational to deny an irrational proposition or absurdity? Are not 
the two propositions antithetical? If so, one or the other is, of 
necessity, false. Concerning then the absurdity of the God idea, 
why will Mr. Pentecost persist, inconsistently, in .maintaining that 
there is no difference between the rationality of Theism and Ma
terialism, with its incidental Atheism? 

Will he kindly tell us the difference in degree of rationality 
between the proposition that there is a personal devil and that 
there is a God? Are not both notions of the same origin and 
equally absurd? Are not b~th transmitted to us from the dark 

. ages, from the same book, and must not both stand or fall to
gether? Yetl\1r. Pentecost would not, from pure deference and 
respect for our poor, non-evolved, pious friends, assume an 
Agnostic's attitude and concede that" it is as irrational to say 
there is no devil as to say there is a devil." Of course not. He 
simply denies the existence of "his Satanic Majesty" without 
equivocation, and the proof of his existence not being forthcom
ing his denial is equivalent to proof that such a being does not 
exist. 

In law and equity the affirmative is obliged to prove its case.~ 
If then a proposition is self-evidently absurd, unnatural, and ab
solutely impossible, why concede to those affirming, without a 
shadow of proof, that their beli~f is equally rational with our un
belief, that" it may be so," "I don't know," etc.? . 

Having discarded as authoritative ancient traditiGlns, there is ab
solutely no logic, no reason, no science, no analogy that will sus
tain or demonstrate the existence of a God. And in view of this 
fact a simple denial is all-sufficient to prove the negative. As 
the plea of the prisoner at the bar of "not guilty" is equivalent 
to proof of his innocence and bound to be respected by court 
and juror, unless, indeed, the affirmative, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, establishes his guilt, so the Atheist's fearless denial, now
adays~ must demand profound respect, and is equivalent to proof, 
unless, indeed, the church brings proof, outside of a discarded 
Bible, of the truth of its basic idea. 

Now, though unnecessary to prove a negative, and the God
idea not having been established by history, revelation, ~cience 
or reason, yet alleged arguments being continually advanced in 
the vain endeavor to resuscitate a vanishing religion, a few prop
ositions are here advanced which prove there is no God: 

There is a universe. This proves there is no God. 
The universe is infinite. This excludes anything else of like 

character-two infinities being an absurdity. 
The universe (nature) is here and there and everywhere. This 

proves that God cannot be here and there and everywhere. 
Two bodies cannot occupy the same space at the same time. 

Matter (implying energy and force) monopolizes every point of 
space, nothing else can occupy it in addition. 

The universe exists now. Something cannot come from noth
ing, therefore the universe has always existed. 

Being eternal and infinite, this excludes anything anterior, ex
terior, or superior to it. Is God in the universe or the universe 
in God? If there is a God, either of these propositions must be 
true, yet both are glaringly absurd. 
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Can an engineer drive a locomotive and be a locomotive at 
the same time? If not, how can a God manipulate an infinite 
universe and be infinite" himself?" 

Yet the universe, outside of God, is an absolute reality, as 
much so as a locomotive is a reality outside of the ~ngil}eer. The 
world is a reality, our planets, the sun, all the cou"ntless millions 
of stars within reach of our telescopes, and the infinitude of stars 
and systems beyond the reach of our strongest lenses,which 
science infers to exist, all these are a reality and all these, yes, 
every object of knowledge is a reality, but all these are not God! 
How then, in the name of reason I ask, can a God of whom we 
know absolutely nothing, be infinite, when an infinite number of 
material objects, not God, fill all space? 

But does the universe exist in God? If we but imagine for a 
moment the aspect of the universe to resem ble a huge machine 
of infinite dimensions, eternally active in all its vast proportions, 
the idea of the universe existing within a God will appear equally 
childish and simple. 

All phenomena are the results of energy co-existent and in
separable from matter. All cosmic motion, change, and life may 
be traced to this physical and chemical energy pervading all na
ture-never to a God. 

Mind-the so-called infinite as well as the finite-implies limit, 
localization, conditions, etc. This fact tends to prove that while 
God, perchance, might concentrate his mind on the world or 
some particular sect or individual, considering their exhortations, 
the rest of the world and the universe for the time being would 
be Godless! 

From a late scientific authority I quote in proof: "It is im
possible for a person's mind to be in two places at the same 
time." Noted chess-players may play twenty games simultane
ously, but it is done by speedy transfer of thoughts from one 
game to another, and not by considering two moves at once. 

Thus" Omniscience" is impossible. 
Again! Mind implies limit and necessitates organism, brain, 

nervous force, etc. Let the church demonstrate how a God with
out a brain can be a God, and all it implies, or how a God with 
a brain can be infinite, and I will kneel down and worship with 
them. 

Is this dogmatism? The" dogmatism of the Infidel" we 
hear so much about? If it is, then asserting that twice two is 
four is dogmatism. Then to state all the facts of mathematics, 
all the truths of history, is dogmatism. We simply confine our
selves to fact, to knowledge, and to demonstrated truth. There 
we stop and refuse to accept the crude notions transmitted from 
our ignorant ancestors, which, it is dogmatically asserted, are true 
in spite of our knowledge and reason. 

I protest against being accused of dogmatism, I studiously en
deavor to be fair and make no pretensions to scholarship and 
learning. But I emphatically protest against the dogmatism of 
others who, assuming a superior air of knowledge, assert notions 
contrary to fact. Supposing some one should affirm that twice 
two is five, would it be dogmatism to deny the proposition, and 
would thinking minds be justified to assume the attitude of Ag
nostics, and concede that while in their own opinion twice two is 
four, yet twice two may be five, I don't know," "one proposiH 

tion is as irrational as the other," etc. ? 
We know a universe exists. Existing now proves it is eternal. 

This simple fact absolutely makes impossible, yes, needless, a 
God. 

I simply assert that twice two is four, and cannot possibly be 
five. That the universe filling all space nothing else can fill it in 
addition. If this'be dogmatism, all knowledge is a farce. 

Rochelle, Ill. OTIO WETISTEIN. 

THE PALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Ranier .......... " Oct•... 5, 6, Talent ..... , .." ",22, 23, 
Stella" ........ 'V.T., " ..... 7, Linkvi11e......" "25,26,27, 
Portland ....•• Or., "12,13,14, Los Angeles. San Diego, Santa Ana, 
Brownsville..." " .•.. 16, Anaheim, Norwalk, Pomona, San 
Eugene .. , ... ,Or., ".17,18, Jacinto,San Pasqual,and other points 
Coburg......." ".19,20, inSo.Cal.,NovemberandDecember. 

RECENT NEW JERSEY LAW. 

Since the trial of Charles B. Reynolds in New Jersey for 
blasphemy, no one expected any liberality in the judicial opinions 
of its courts. A recent decision, however, shows some progress. 
The case is that ofStatevs:Powers, et aI, 17 Atlantic Reporter, 969. 
The defendant tendered himself as a witness in his own behalf. 
The plaintiff objected to his competency on the. ground ~hat he 
did not believe in the existence of a supreme bemg, and m a fu
ture state of rewards and punishments. The defendant replied 
that he did believe in a supreme being; that he did not disbelieve 
in a future state of rewards and punishments; tllat he believed 
the only punishment for false swearing was that prescribed by 
the state laws. Upon this the court excluded him as an incom
petent witness, and rendered judgment against him. 

On appeal it was held: Assuming the common-law rule to H 

be that no person can be a witness in a judicial proceeding, un
less he believes that God will punish perjury, it becomes neces
sary to consider the effect of that clause of ~)Ur state c?nstitution, 
which declares that no person shall be demed the enjoyment of 
anv civil rio-ht merely on account of his religious principles." 

The assut>mption that at common law a man must believe that 
God will punish perjury, is unwarranted. The COUlt held, how
ever, that there were two questions in the case: "First, is the 
right of a party to testify in his own behalf a civil right? Second, 
is the belief of a person whether God will punish perjury to be 
ranked among his religious principles?" The court defined civil 
rights to be "those whicn the municipal law will enforce at thein
stance of private individuals for the purpose of securing to them 
the enjoyment of their means of happiness: .. : Among civil 
rights is the right to prosecute and defend actIOns III the courts of 
the commonwealth according to the established rules of practice. 
Jn the light of these statements, it seems clear that the statutory 
rights of a party to testify in his own behalf is a civil right." 

On the second point, as to whether a person's belief as to the 
punishment of perjury by God is to be classed among his relig
ious principles, the court held, "A 'pers?~'s sent~m~nts on th~t 
subject must be. deemed part of hIS reh~I?US pn.ncI'ples~, It IS 
urged that disbelIef cannot be called a reltgIOus pnnciple. 

This is an admission that belief is sacred; that a man has a 
rio-ht to doubt or disbelieve that God punishes perjury by any 
s;ecial or direct punishment. If his religion teaches him that 
the same rule follows disobedience of the law of truthfulness, 
which does of the laws of health, then his di~belief may go to the 
extent of the existence of a personal God. The court saw the 
teridency of its admission, and hedged br ad.din&,: "~erhap~, if 
one denied the existence of a supreme bemg, It might m a proper 
sense be said that he had no religious principles;" but that if 
one believed in a supreme being, that would influ'ence his life; 
and' 'the mere fact that in those relations he has discovered no 
divine purpose of punishme,n~ for sp~ci~c acts does not militate 
ao-ainst his possessioll of relIgIOUS pnnclples, and among them 
a~e his belief hfs disbelief, and his .doubt concerning those re
lations." He~ce he had a statutory right to testify in his own he
half. This is a narrow conclusion. The statute made parties 
witnesses in their own behalf; and this destroyed the dogma that 
only those who believed in an orthodo~ God '.vere competent. 
The question of .religi~us belief was ~ot ~n questIOn. . 

But the questIOn raised by the ObjectIon and exceptIOn was 
whether religious belief or disbelief could be made a test of com
petency under that constitutional 'prov~sion. The ~i~ht. to be 
competent as a witness for another IS as Important a CIVIl. nght as 
the right to be a witness in his own behalf. The old Idea was 
that no matter how religious a man might be, he would dare the 
wrath of God and perjure himself when his self-interest came in. 
Hence he was incompetent. The law changed with the progress 
of the timeg, and held that a man might be trusted as a witness 
in his own behalf. 

The constitutional provision was intended for another purpose
to take away the stain of bigotry that had been borrowed fro,m 
ecclesiastical law. It placed all men on a level so far as behef 
was concerned. If a man was untruthful, that was a fact-a fact 
to be proved, not to be inferred from his idea of God, or of an 
unknowable supreme being, or of hell, or of heaven. 



---------------
650 FREETHOUGHT. 

The court, while it failed to make this distinction, ruled out 
the idea that the civil rights secured were only those recognized 
as in force when the constitution was formed. The opinion calls 
attention to the fact that the colonists insisted that their belief or 
disbelief should not debar them from rights accorded to other 
subjects. The court says: "Even up to' the time of the Revolu
tion, this doctrine had not broadened out into the principle which 
we now consider just; for in the colonial constitution of July 2, 

1776, equality of rights was claimed for only those of the 
Protestant faith, the language being' that no Protestant inhabitant 
of this colony shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right 
merely on account of his religious principles." ... When, in 
1844, a more enlightened spirit stripped the doctrine of its sec
tarian bonds, and developed it into a principle of liberty, a5sur
ing to all persons the enjoyment of civil rights irrespective of 
religious principles, there was certainly no purpose to lessen the 
scope or vigor of its operation. It was still to permeate every 
department of the government. The object in view was to 
guarantee to everyone that his religious principles should never, 
under any circumstances, be made the ground, of denying him 
any civil right which, with different religious principles, he might 
lawfully claim." The court held that the provision covered rights 
subsequently created, as well as those existing at the time of its 
adoption. Having thus laid down the broad principle that rights 
should be protected irrespective of religious principles, the court, 
with great inconsistf;!ncy, held that the rule only applied to parties 
who offered themselves as witnesses. " It is, of course, not in
tended to imply by the foregoing opinion that the competency of 
witnesses generally will not be affected by their religious princi
ples." 

This opinion is somewhat in advance of the old dogma that 
this is a Christian nation, and only Christians have rights the 
courts are bound to respect. W. S. BUSH. 

Seattle, W. T. 

A CLERGYMAN'S DEFENSE OF INPIDELITY. 

The pastor of the Unitarian church, Rev. N. A. Haskell (says 
the San Jose Times of recent date), preached Sunday on "Infi
delity and Skepticism," a reply to the controversy goin~ on in 
the Nineteenth Century between Dr. Henry Wace and Professor 
Huxley. The preacher said: 

Formerly there were few terms so opprobrious as Infidel and 
skeptic. But this has gone by, certainly so for all thoughtful 
people. The church has denounced as Infidels so many men 
and women of the highest intellects, the most spotless characters, 
the purest motives, that the term is no longer one of doom except 
to a circle of devotees growing smaller every day, who still wor
ship the church as the vicegerent of God on earth. 

These Infidels have pitched their camp outside these church 
walls and the whole world is going out to hear them as the people 
went out some two thousand years ago to hear that Jewish Infidel, 
] esus, the Christ. The word skepticism is derived from a verb 
meaning to look into, to investigate. Ie is a good, honest word. 
Goethe said that "skepticism lies at the base of all truth." Very 
true. By investigation alone can man hope .to come to a knowl
edge of truth. , 

How, then, did it come to have such an evil name in the 
church? This is easily explained. He who investigates care
fully is quite certain to find very much commonly supposed, to 
be true that is open to serious doubt, so an inquirer-a skeptic
was regarded as a doubter; ~nd to doubt anything the church 
affirmed to be true was denounced as the worst of sins. 

The church claims to possess a revelation from God which is 
not open to human investigation. It is organized for the specific 
purpose of accepting that revelation and defending it against the 
attacks of reason, of science, of experience; defending it against 
the world. You see why it will not allow investigation. It will 
not allow any mortal man to ask whether its authority is super
human. 

But they who, heedless of its anathemas, have investigated this 
claim of the church to superhuman authority, find that its sup
posed revelation is made up for the most part, of certain articles 
of belief, which are rated to be true at various church councils 

convened in days of ignorance and superstition, long anterior to 
the coming of science .. 

In the church in which I received my early instruction I was 
repeatedly told by the good old parson'that I must not expect to 
understand the orthodox faith, that the reason could not judge of 
it. I must have faith to believe it. All I had to do was to say, 
"I accept it." But how could I say that till I believed it, and 
how could I believe it till I was convinced that it was true, and 
how could I be convinced that it was true till I had investigated 
it freely and carefully? 

I saw no escape from this conclusion, and so I did investigate 
jt, and the result was I did not believe it, and in fidelity to my 
convictions was lost in infidelity, or what my "orthodox" friends 
consider infidelity. 

I was and am now an Infidel to that system of faith, but under
lying it and shining through it, I perceived a grander faith which 
was consistent with reason-faith in the eternal goodness and in 
human goodness. As near as I can judge the faith that brought 

- peace to my soul was much the same as comforted the heart of 
Jesus when he was denounced as an Infidel to the Jewish system 
of faith. 

THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

G. \V. Tiffany, of S~lem, is the first member of the Union to 
take in full a life member~hip by the payment of twenty-five 
dollars., IVly opinion is that with needed organizations suited to 
all conditions, and with bold, conscientious, devoted leaders, the 
Liberals will outgive them all. It is a common expression with 
them, ," I will use my money for this world only." . 

Mr. Fostner, of Salem, and his good wife send ten dollars. 
H. L. vVilson, away up at Davenport, sends $2.50, and so does 
Peter SeIde the same.

Our lecturers have strong individualities, and the members 
should have charity for the man whose duty it is to assign them 
position in battle. Do not forget the informal meeting at Ma
sonic Hall on Friday. 

O. J eldness of Iron King Mine, sends ten dollars, and 
threatens to do it again; D. Priestley, of Milwaukee, $1, and 
walked five miles to give it; W. C. Clow, of Hillsboro, $1; M. 
Cheney, $1; T. Bramel. $1; W. Heath. $1; T. B., Huston, $1; 
C. Hagner, $1 ;C. McKinney, $1; J. Newport. 50 cents; Reu
ben Wright, 0f Mololla, $1; Mr. Frazer, $1; H. A. Frazer, $1; 
A.. B. Klise, 50 cents; M. lOise, 50 cents; Silas Wright, $1. \V. 
Klentoff, of Dallas, Polk county, sends $1-will send more if 
needed; C. Rodgers, away from Prineville, Crook county sends 
$1. These Liberal brothers can't be here. Mavor Jam~s Fell. 
of Victoria, is sick and cannot be with us to speak. Herman 
Arnold, of Shed, $5; Mrs. Arnold, $2; Charlie Arnold, $I; Fred 
Arnold, $1; Robert Arnold, $1; John Roberts, of Portland, 50 
cents; J. Blumheimer, 50 cents. John Phillips, of Zena, Or., 
sends ten dollars for the convention by Mr. Tiffany. He is old 
and deaf, and cannot be with us. A glorious character. Here 
it comes: \Valla Walla Liberal Club, by Alb.:rt Rosenow, $2 ". 

As this issue will reach us while in session, let me thank-=-for 
you all-our valiant hero, C. B. Reynolds, of WalIa Walla, for 
the practical work he has done for this convention and secular
ization in the state of Washington. Thanks to all. C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

A Scientifio Memory-test. 

- "Now, children," said a teach~r, after-reading the old storr of 
Washington's exploit with his hatchet, "write me all you can re
member of that pretty story I have just read to you." The fol
lowing was the result: Slate I. (Teddy, eight years old). "George 
Washington is our father did he tell a lie no he never did he did 
with a hatchet;" Slate II. (Ethel, seven). "george washinoton 
was the father of is countre hes father sed did you do it he ;ed i 
wud not lie i did it with my Hathit and then he busted in 
tears;" Slate III. (Georgie, nine). "George Washington is the 
father of our country and he did it with his hatchit and he sed 
father I did it did the boy deny it 0 no did he try to put it on 
some other feller No He did not tell no lie he burst into tears " 
-Science.' . 
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Mr. Shaug, Take Notice. 

To th~ Editors of Freethought: 
Mary A. White, San Diego, says, "Do, Mr. Editor, recommend Bel

lamy's book," etc. Now, I want to say, Do, Mr. Editor, keep out of 
your columns matter like the" Profane Narrative" (FREETHOUGHT, Sept. 
28). I often find articles in FREETHOUGHT I like to hand to friends to 
read, but when a number carnes along containing something like this 
story I feel like putting it in the stove instead, however much I may wish 
to extend the reading of some other portion of the paper. 

Such articles '~i1l not bring Freethought support, nor its friends, 
respect. Respectfully, MRS. CHRIS SCHOFIELD. 

San Jose, Cal. 

A Note from B. F. Underwood. 

To the Editors of Freeth ought : 
Engagements East will not allow me to lecture at present in several 

places in this state from which I have received applications. Fresno, 
Hanford, and Lemoore, where I have just spoken, wish each to have a 
course of lectures, and other towns, in the vicinity and further soulh, 

have applied too late for me to visit them this trip. I have decided to 
return to California in January to give a month to speaking in the state. 
Societies or individuals that wish to arrange for lectures by me in north
ern, middle, and southern California, are requested to write me at once, 
addressing me Drawer 134, Chicago, Ill. Accept thanks for editorial. 
courtesies. Yours truly, B. F. UND~RWOOD. 

San Francisco, Oct. 3, 1889. 

Mrs. Krekel. 

10 the Editors of Fretlhough!: 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel has just left us, after glVlng some very enter

taining lectures. Mr. Henry Schroeder has given you an account of her 
success on the Coquille. Marshfield and Empire City are on this side, 
therefore I beg your indulgence for a few words. 

Mrs. Krekel gave three lectures at Marshfield to good and appreciative 
audiences. She is on the constructive side of Liberalism. She comes 
-with a modest enthusiasm and clear enunciation and lays her best 
houghts on the altar of truth. She is a perfect lady in every sense of 

the word, and a scholarly lecturer. I am supremely happy to write this 
of one of my own sex; showing clearly the ability of woman to grasp 
knowledge, understand science, originate ideas, and stand b::!side man in 
advanced thought. Mrs. Krekel crossed our rugged coast mountains 
and lectured the same evening' of her arrival, and then for ten more eve
nings, without rest. What man can do better? Of course we shall al 
ways remember S. P. Putnam a!:; our pioneer lecturer, ;ho came to blaze 
the way for the rest and set us all to thinking on the problems of life. 
He has his place in our memories, and Mrs. Krekel will have hers.' 

Marshfield, Or. MRS. E. A. HILLBORN. 

The Pope's Sovereignty. 

To the Editors of ,Fretthought: 
Und€'r the heading, "Position of Pope Leo XIII.," the New York Sun 

of Sept. 20 gives a synopsis of the pastoral appointed to be read in the 
Catholic churches in his diocese on the Sunday following. 

It commences with a condemnation of the proceedings at the erection 
of the Bruno monument at Rome, which it terms" an insulting cere
mony" and" a wretched expression of wounded envy," and, furthermore, 
adds (what may be correct) "that it is as anti-royal as it is anti-papal." 

The pastoral terminates with a long dissertation on the subject of the 
necessity for the reinstitution of the temporal sovereignty of the pope, 
and as it declares that" We cannot help thinking that it does not become 
a mighty organization of over two hundred millions of people to look on 
quietly; to behold their supreme pastor on earth insulted in his capital" 
(?) " and restrained in the exercise of his most important functions, and 
say or do nothing," this statement, it is submitted, may justly be regarded 
as a stimulus to two hundred million of Catholics to recover the city of 
Rome by force of arms from the king of Italy, and re-establish his tem
poral authority there, against the expressed will of the people of that 
country. 

Surely there is a better way of, accomplishing such a result than by 
the introduction of a universal war in so-called Christian countries. 
There are nations where the Catholic religion predominates, and of late 

it was reported that the papacy ~as about to remove to one of them, 
viz.: Spain. It would be very easy for the government of that country 
to establish the temporal sovereignty there of the papacy and introduce 
an infallible sovereign pope into the dominions of a fallible monarch, but, 
it has not yet been stated that the government of any Catholic country 
has deemed it advisable to make such a proposition. In the mean time, 
as his great predecessor, St. Peter, managed to do his work without 
asserting his need for temporal sovereignty, it is submitted that he who 
claims to be his successor would do well not to covet monarchical 

power. R. W. HUl\IE. 

Long Island City, N. Y., Sept. 21, 1889. 


A Letter from N. F. Griswold. 

To th~ E,{itors of Freethough!: 
Will you please send me the last three copies of FREETHOUGHT, which 

for some unaccountable civil service or other reason have not come to 
hand. I am very anxious to know more about our pioneer pilgrim Put

/ nam's progress in spreading the gospel of Freethought throughout the 
great northwest. 

I was in Portland and Oregon City in the winter of 185 I, about two 
weeks, buying flour and lumb::!r. From my limited observalion and the 
acquaintance I then formed with the most generous and hospit:.1.ble peo
pIe it has ever been my good fortune to meet, I believe he has one of 
the best fields on the face of the earth to make good secular soldiers to 
meet and overthrow the vast army of the Lord in their desperate efforts to 
transform our natural republic of the people into a supernatural despotism 
of the fabled king, Jesus. , 

Herewith I hand you draft for the first payment of $20 for the privilege 
of joining the Pacilic coast band of practical Liberals to encourage your 
paper. I would rather belong to that band than be counted with Ward 
McAllister's noted four hundred New Yorkers. Ever truly yours, 

Meriden, Conn., Sept. 20, 1889. N. F. GRISWULD. 

Mrs. P. C. Reynolds's R::lmbles and Ruminations. 

To th~ Editors of Freefhough!: 
S. P. Putnam in his News and Notes of Sept. 14 refers to our long wait 

at Pendleton; and the young girl" who cried as though her heart would 
break at bidding her family good-by." She waS to visit Dr. Darrin to 
undergo an operation on one of her eyes, which was drawn in and up
'ward. Mr. Putnam and friends had a four, we had a fourteen hour wait 
at Pendleton. Mr. Hamilton, I think that was the name of the girl's 
father, asked me to look after his poor little girl on her long journey. I 
was glad to be bf some slight use and comfort to the little lonely one. 
We arrived at Portland on Friday at 3 P. M., after many delays on account 
of burned bridges etc., and lost no time in repairing to Dr. Darrin's 
office, and persuaded him to perform the operation at once. The child 
fainted from nervous exhaustion. VIhen, after a long time, she recovered, 
the doctor wanted to postpone further operation till the next day, afford
ing her opportunity to rest and recuperate after her long, tedious journey. 
"No! do it now while Mrs. Reynolds is with me," she said," to-morrow 
I shall be all alone." So in spite of her long faint, and exhausted con
dition, the doctor complied with her piteous pleading. I held her hands 
while the cord that drew the eye in was cut, and her eye made as straight 
as the other. She did not faint again, but bore the operation bravely. 

The doctor, on account of her being a poor girl, made no charge. 
" When do you go back?" he asked. "Wby! I thought I could go right 
back to-morrow," she said. "In your letter, doctor, you said I could." 
"No," said the doctor, "you need rest;" and seeing the blank dismay 
on the girl's face and, doubtless, truly interpreting it, added, " Here" 
(taking a couple of dollars from his pocket) "is money to pay your hotel 
bill. You are not fit to traverso far until you have had at least one 
night and day of perfect rest." I do not know Dr. Darrin's politics, nor 
his religious views, but he deserves to be a Liberal; for beyond question 
he is a sklllful surgeon, and proved himself a kind, compassionate, true 
gentleman. 

In the morning the happy girl saw in the glass her eyes were perfect, 
and her delight was nature's best invigorator. I had to bid her a hasty 
good-by for the" Telephone" always sails on time. I greatly enjoyed 
traveling by water, and was almost sorry when, at noon the next day, I 
reached my destination, Stella, where I was to speak that evening. A 
little misunderstanding about dates made our good friends dq-to use a 
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western phrase-some tall rustling to notify tne people. The audience 
was not so large as it would otherwise have been. Sunday afternoon a 
goo:ily crowd congregated, and a still larger one Sunday evening. There 
are many energetic, whole-souled Liberals in this vicinity whom it was a 
delight to meet, and proud pleasure to make friends. Their cordial wel
come and appreciation of r.'lY efforts in proclaiming the" Gospel of Hu
manity" I did greatly appreciate. Miss Lizzie Lawson discoursed sweet 
m~sic before each lecture, attuning all hearts to reception of the glad 
tidings of redemption from the bonds of superstition. Many young peo
ple attended, and I think it would be hard for an orthodox minister to 
convince any of them that the Bible was of divine origin, or tended to. 
elevate women. The young folks are bright, healthy, and vigorous, and 
intelligent, zealous Liberals. Here I met that sturdy old veteran of In
fidelity-the father of Liberalism in tbis section-Fred C. Scharnhorst, 
ever ready with money, time, and influence to help forward the good 
work. Here, on the banks of the beautiful river,. is the peaceful, happy 
home of good brother Henry Lawson and famiiy, with whom I found de
lightful resting place. Very fully has Henry ~awson filled Robert 
Burns's ideal: 

" To make a happy fireside clime for weans and wife 
Is the true pathos and sublime of human life." 

VV. M. Anderson and family, D. F. Howard and wife, J arrel brothers, 
and others, all most cheerfully do their full share to keep the car of pro
greRs rolling. I was delighted with Stella, her people, her mountains, 
Qnd beautiful mosses, and her grand river. 

Monday about mid-day found me once more on board the" Telephone" 
bound for Skamokawa. This place, to one from the East, is a startling 
surprise. The city is built on the river. All go by boat. The water is 
the only highway or by-way; to hotel or to post-office, go in a boat. 
The people here wanted my husband, and I fancied they were a little 
disappointed when they learned that the ex-reverend's engagement at the 
opera house, Walla Walla, prevented his acompanying me. Still I give 
them great credit for making the best of the situation. I spoke there on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings to very large numbers-hall 
crowdeu. I wish I could describe the grand view that met my gaze, as 
a reward for climbing one of the highest mountains. The task of climb
ing was not easy, but the grand view well paid me for the exertion. The 
Misses Littens and little daughter of 1\1rs. Silverman accompanied me in 
my rambles. I filled my valise with choice mosses and ferns, Indian 
spear and arrowheads, etc. Tht're is a noble host of Liberals at 
Skamokawa, with that enterprising young merchant, W. G. Thornburg, 
in the lead, gloriously sustained by Dr. Thessing, E. D. Brooks, James 
Jareld, 1. N. Lott, P. O. Peterson, H. M. Bowman, C. C. Masten, \V. 
S. Brooks, C. L. Silverman, Mat. Frederickson, 1. T. Luts, Alvin Brooks, 
and H. Lowell, anyone of whom it is worth a long journey to meet, but 
that pleasure is attainable, for nearly all will be present at the great 
Liberal Convention at Portland, Oct. 12, 13, 14, and at the grand ball 
and free banquet at the close of the Convention, at which all would be 
glad if the genial, humorous editor of FRElI:THOUGHT, and his wife, could 
be present. MRS. F. C. REYNOLDS. 

The Terry Case. 

To tlze Editors of Freethough!: 
Mr. A. Schell's reply to W. F. Freeman, Esq., published in FREE

1'HOUGHT of September 28, although eminently proper and correct in the 
main, contains-probably unwittingly-several very important and glar
ing misstatements.' 
.;~ First-That" the killing of Davil C. Broderick in a duel was the re
sult of a conspiracy, and little better than a cold-blooded murder." 
. . Second-That" he resigned his seat on the Supreme bench for the 
purpose of putting down the' vigilance committee.' " 

Third-That" had Hopkins died Terry would have been hung." 
Fourth-That" he had to stand tnal, and ple:.td for his life like a 

veritable criminal." 
The story of the accidental discharge of Broderick's pistol, etc., was 

evidently an invention of Terry's political enemies. 
The remark that" it was only when he had the' drop,' that Terry's 

(bull dog) bravery was conspicuous," seems to me smacks ~ little of 
prejudice. 

\Vill some one who has the record of the facts in this case please set 
the public right in these matters? J. C. P. 

Tur lock, Sept 29. 

·To the Editors of Freethought: 
In your last issue is a letter from Hon. A. Schell to W. F. Freeman, 

Esq;, on the case of Terry and Neagle in this state; though Mr. Schell 

writes from Albany. We are of the opinion that the letter, though per
haps true in the maio, does not leave the readers of FREETHOUGHT well 
informed in this case. They should always be so. 'Freethought people 
cannot afford. to be led astray on a single issue that affects the interests 
of liberty and humanity. 

Mr. S:hell speaks of Judge Terry as one who knows, and is not far 
from the mark, save in a certain animus thrown into all 11is words. 
Terry was not a man we admired. We are Republican to the core. He 
fought for slavery. \Ve are for peace, at any price less than honor and 
liberty. Terry was for war at all points. He ,vas our antipodes. He 
was a duelist, and we abhor the infernal code that calls that honor. Let 
us even grant that he was a bold, bad man. 

Still the question is open, May the United States courts appoint and 
pay an assassin to lay a trap for, and kill, a bold, bad man? If so, who 
is safe? Thomas Paine was called a bold, bad man. So is Robert In
gersoll. So is the editor of FREETHOUGHT, 

Then these bold, bad men sometimes do right. They are bal and 
bold for just"ice. They become a terror to eVil doers. And the evil doers 
give them bad names, and take the first occasion to murder them. It 
has been done a thousand times, and the law is strained because he was 
a bad man. But, in the republic, all law shall be just and equal to all 
men. 

In this particular case, Terry, the bad man, was the slaughtered victim 
of as vile a clique of unjust judges as ever cursed mankind and ~erved 
fraud and villainy. We have known Terry, Field, Sharon, and all that 
ilk for thirty-five year:;, as Schell says he has Terry. We know Sarah 
Althea Terry. We know all the facts of her cas:! against Sharon. We 
speak with a full knowledge, and challenge the state to deny one word 
of what here follows. We make no exception. Schell, if he pleases; the 
heirs or attorneys of Sharon, if they like; the judges-Field, Hoffman, 
Sawyer, Deady, Sabin, each or all; and the people of San Francisco, to 
be the jury: 

Sarah Althea Hill Terry came to San Francisco a young American 
woman of education, means, of passable beauty of face and form, ani 
with nothing to indicate vice either in manners or deportment. N~ture 

is a liar if she is the bad woman her enemies represent. She met Sharon, 
a senator, a millionaire, a libertine, and now charged with beinCT one of 
the cutest rascals in our state. They went together, as man a;d wife, 
though in secret; she said, un a contract of marriage to be kept secret_ 
for a time, and signed by both; he said, for the consideration of $50Ja 
month, with no scrap of pen, and no term or assurance but his will. 

She appealed to the courts to look at her contract, declare her Sharon's 
wife, grant a divorce, and give such alimony as the case called for. 

Sharon, instead of a s~mple a?swer of denial, and asking for a fair trial, 
at once set all the machmery hIS vast fortune and influence could com. 
mand in motion to slander and persecute, and even murder, her and her 
friends. . 

A simple daughter of the republic called on the'courts of her country 
for justice, and found herself the center of a storm of abuse that no 
woman ever before endured. She was charged as a wanton, a conspira
tor, perjurer, forger, an.d suborner of false witnesses; her attorneys were 
~ned, and her friends assaIled by assassins. The judges, police, grand 
Jury, all that could be, were suborned against her. The trial came, 
full, and exhaustive, and a learned judge said, "Yes, she is a wife let 
her have her divorce and alimony." He was not bought, that is certain. 
If mistaken, it was an honest mistake.' 

On appeal, the supreme court of the state says, "This private contract 
and private living do not make a marriage in this state. It would never 
do. Let the judgment be reversed 1" And so it stands, but there is 
not one word of imputation against the woman. She was mistaken, but 
a learned judge was also . 

Then came the United States judges, Field, etc., as above, and took 
the case on a false pretense, intervened, treated the lady with indecent, 
un-American brutality, and fulminated against her thii infamous scandal: 
She is a depraved woman, a forger, a perjurer, a conspirator. This 
was all gratuitous, called for by no complaint, supported by no evidence, 
and not necessary to the decree. , 

Perhaps she thought she needed· a bold, had man to avenge her of her 
enemi;s. She married Judge Terry. He was a" holy terror" to all 
these Judges. He imprudently made threats against them, not h) kill 
but to insult, slap, and perhaps to provoke a duel. It was all wrong. ' 

Neagle was appointed to guard Judge Field •. If he simply did so, and 
obeyed orders, and the orders were la wfn1, he IS innocent. If his orders 
were not so much to guard Field as to kill Terry; if Ill:: exceeded his or. 
ders, or at any time took the intent to kill rather than to guard, he is a 
murderer. And the state should know which it was. And all really 
Fret!thought people should be well informed, and declare that it is not a 
crime for an American woman to sue a senator and a millionaire for her 
just rights; and it is a crime for United States judges to _brand her as a 
depraved woman for so doin~. H:L. KNIGHT. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
,--TH~--

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

, COMPILED BY L. ~. WASHBURN:' 

}'rice ...... '.................... $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. \VASHBURN, 
Revere, IVIass. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
tight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo. 
logically denominated ,"the fall." Price IO 

cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrbt has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address ' 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf"cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, ]v-ews, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
rioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 

w. M. HINTON " CO. 
PRINTERS' AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14 kara.~ Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$. 0 
IJ };a.·at Gold, sma I size Badge Pin ......... ;........ 2 0 
14 ka...olot G)1(\. small size Ba.llge Piu .................. 275 
11 karaG G.)ld, 5111a11 size B:ldge Pin with Diamond. $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Lar~e Badge 1"in................ ...... :> 00 
14 karat Goill. Large Ballge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Golli. ~mall Charm (Cor watch chain)..... • :> 00 
14 karat Gold, Sma 1 Charm (for watch chaill)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Cbarm (for watch chain)....... 5 to 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 6 00 
14 ka.rat Gold, Larg'e Charm .. II Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied iliamoncJ, F('t 80 that it may be 
clel'ned from the revelse side and never lose its brilliancY. 

Sent to any adllress, prepaid. and guaranteed as repre·
ented or montY refuulled, a.ddress, 
, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 
04 Kearny Street. San Francisco, Cal. 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and'Wo 0d'S Rhubarb 'B·
Itt 
' ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. Agency with J. O. S~ot.t, 

655 Sacramento street, San Francisco, Cal. 	 'Or'. 
'


Guying a Clergyman. Mack chuckled and poked "Brother 

It is wrong to play jokes on the clergY I't~~:~s~~;:l~nd~~r~ ribs with his umbrella. 
and only very sinful people ever do it, sayS 
the Washington Post. There is an ex-news
paper man, well-known on the Row, who 
wears the smuggest face, the ministerial 
air, and the most clerical spectacles of any 
man in the business. During a recent con
vention, which drew several hundred cler
gymen to Washington, Mack (that isn't his 
name) ~ot into a Fourteenth-street car full 
of ministers, sturn bled half way up the 
aisle, and ~aught the eye of a fellow-news
paper man. 

"vVhy, Brother Thompson, how do YOll 

do?" he exc\aimei, grasping his hand and 
shaking it effusively. Mack sat across the 
aisle and started a running conversation 
which could be heard all over the car. 

"Let me see, Brother Thompson, I 
haven't seen you since the Triennial Con
clave at Chautauqua in 1875. How is your 
Buffalo cha·rge getting along? Did you get 
your salary raised? No! That is too bad, 
really ~oo b~d. I did. I \V~rked. my con
gregatIOn ~Icely. I had a frIend m Cleve
land who 1S on the staff of a secular news
paper, and he was unscrupulous en~ugh to 
w~rk up a boom for me there untIl I re
celved an .offer ~f .$5,0?0. Of course. my 

"Where is your umbrella, Brother 
Thompson? Is that it? That is not the 
sort of an umbrella you ought to have. 
Look at mine. The finest of silk and an 
elegJ.nt silver handle. I don't know whether 
you ever noticed, but I always have nice 
umbrellas. You see mine is a fashionable 
church, and there are always a good many 
strangers at divine service. I ha\'e an ar-, 
rangement with the sexton to pick out on 
rainy Sundays the best umbrella left in the 
vestibule and put it away for me. The 
regular pew-holders always take theirs in 
the pe\vs, and only strangers leave um
brellas in the vestibule, so I never have 
any trouble about umbrellas. Ah, here is 
my street. Good-bye, Brother Thompson.
Come and see me when you can. Good
bye." 

A babel of whispers ran around the car. 
and indignant glares followed the pseudo 
clergyman. One venerable party came 
down to "Brother Thompson," and, note.:. 
book in hand, asked the name of "that 

- clergyman." Brother Thompson struck 
his forehead with his clinched fist, but for 
his life could not locate the talkative 
preacher, and, -to escape cross-examina

congregatIOn wasn t gomg to be outbld- tion left the car at the next corner. 
ha, ha-and they saw that $5,000 and 
went them one thousand better. That was 
in May, one year ago." 

The whole car was attention by this 
time; and Mack was the focus of thirty 
pairs of curious eyes. 

"Along in June I sat for my portrait. I 
got 40 per cent gross on those, you know. 
\Vhat do you get? Nothing? Oh, dear, 
Brother Thom pson, you really neglect your 
opportunities. Let me see. I received 
from the church fair proceeds alone last 
year (the amount was lost in a whisper). 
But these portraits were very bad. They 
made me look quite thin and careworn. I 
sent four dozen of them around to the dear 
ladies, and it would have done your heart 
good to see how they worked and raised 
$500 to send their pastor off to Europe.

"I hear you are thinking of taking a 
new charge? Is it so? Want to have a 
chance to work over your old sermons. 
Been eight rears in one place? Well, I 
don't blame you. I can't very well. You 
see I have made a good many investments 
in my city, and it would necessitate too 
many sacrifices to break the old ties. Still 
there are other ways. I succeeded in ne
gotialing an exchange of ISO sermons-for 
an admirable series by Dr. Jones of San 
Francisco. The good man was much 
pleased at the exchange." 

"There, tliere, oh, dear, dear. I have 
just called to mind that a family which has 
been in my church for ten years haS' just 
?l~)Ved to San Francisco, and is going to 
Jom Dr. Jones's church. They may re
member those sermons. Oh, dear; it may 
make trouble for Dr. Jones." 

' 
=================

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit.growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in otl1er family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com· 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. \V. THURSTON, Sr. 

TH E SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 


Srowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws: either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


W W NOBl E 
M 
_. 	 , 

l\1erchant Tailor! 
1222 STOOKTON 8T. 

., Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 
Q ms A SPECr 'LTY

DRESI..: SUIJ. ...'1..

I Kell.rnyandMontgomeryst.Carspnssby. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH-BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in fiis line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-vVINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels,$8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $1 I, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 

dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; ~5 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter at:e 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine. c3;se, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

_ embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.--,-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150 ; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.5 0 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 :a.est Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Eros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miIesas safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

The Deacon's Evil Propensity. 
An amusing incident occurred in a 

Down East church.a few 'Sundays ago. 
The clergyman gave out the hymn begin
ning: 

" I love to steal awhile away." 

The regu1ar chorister being absent, the 
duty devolved upon the old deacon to start 
the hymn, and he began: "I love to steal,''' 
and then broke down. Raising his voice 
a little higher he then sung, "I love to 
steaL" As before he concIudedhe had 
got the wrong pitch; and deploring that he 
had not his "pitch tuner," he determined 
to su~ceed if he died in the attempt. By 
this time, all the old ladies were tittering 
behind their fans, while the faces of the 
young ones were in a broad grin. At last, 
after a desperate cough, he made a final 
demonstration, and roared out: "I love to 
steal." The effort was too much. Every 
one was laughing. The preacher arose, 
and with the utmost coolness said, "Seeing 
our brother's propensities, let us pray." 

Washburn and Mendum. 

What the new editorial staff of the Boston 
InVEstigator may be expected to do with 
some theological doctrines-,vash, burn 
and mend 'em. - "Secular Thought" 
Joker. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in his 
specialty) as his practke w:\l 
surely J.rovc. The Doctor 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men such as seminal 
weakness, impotency, &c., re
sulting from indescretioll and 
igllorance of youth. i'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, .• Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

WANTTO K ow 
AU llbout ow human bodtl,m MaUh cmd cU8eau. nature'6 uer.u f"nH'aW. 
HOUI Life iI~U4ted,MoUhtn4'tUGi,*"clueouinclu~d..cUathdd4t1~ 
HOUI to ma,..", tlcmr Otcm maU. MUi trannntttoe4Uh o/lwaUA to~t1/ 
Bead the flW<o' popmar, eomprUwnnN and '"~ bool.: 'r"«nll d} 

MEDIC..lL, SOCUL AXD SEIU.AL SClEIUJE. 
which Dr. ED<1on declares to be "pncelesa In value, n&w, atartllDg
and very Inlll roctlve." The lateEt e<llUon 1s more complete and val
nable than ever, baYing been re-WTuten In important p It con
ta.lDB AN .u>l'BNDlX or great pmcUcal uUllty made up of 

OVER :00 PBESOUPTION R KEaPE8 
V r A ttl 4 1ll NUB _ to Aftlta. 4 6 • 
• c' mplete , b1l 01 P01SODS an4 dotes (IrOm &umor
111 ea). U\ll8tTateddIrections rOI' re the dl'O . (pr&pared
toJ' Health Board!'), and hygienic rules for re or 1Dl&n: ; alSo 

o IGIN OP I .IFE A.ND DEVELOPMENT IIAN, 

tracIng tbe embryo from conceptIOn, through all 8 to birth, 


1I1ru1trated Y Over 2 cauUful ()oJ red LI , 

on tine plate paper. lIucb a are to be found onl111) blgb prtced.lm

ported medical wort ; and to Illustrate the anato 1, and relative 

posit1o~ Qf Important. pa eacb boot Is also embell1sbed with 

TBBEJl:EI.F.G.lNTrn 0110 .l T8ofY1T~O AN. 


Address MlU'l'81 Blll PublJahlDg Co•• 129 , 28" 81., If. I. 

Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
Being a popular a~couDt of the formation and By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction hy l~oberl 
Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 

G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 cents, Keeler. Price~ So cents. 

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the alIlictcd for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Plain Envelope~ used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLOYfS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
::lay where you saw this Advertisement. . 

[From th~ Wa.~hington National View.] . 
nr. Fellows, of Vmeland, New Jersey offers his'valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press
but, Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hIS line, stands foremost 
in his profession, and the encomiums showered Upon him 
publicly as well as in private, are flattering evidences of 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and conscien
tious devodon to his specialties in his profession 'have so 
justly merited for him, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEST LI~ERTY, 0., Aug. ]2, 1888. 

DR. R. P. FELLows-Dear SIr: The remedy you sent 
is working like a charm. I am completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours respectfully, J. It. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young, middld-aged and elderly men, suffering fro~ 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External· Application, the grea.test of all known 
remedies for this class of diseases. As I am an out-and·out 
Liberal I tru!5t the FreetlI~nkers of the Land will biye me 
their patronage, and not wast.. their time allll money on 
Christian doctot'll·d "aD!',. F1o.;LLOWIi. 
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this' country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
other than poor and vicious under ollr present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
b~ when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, So cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AMERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAlI & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNA1r1 & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discern.ing eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

.liTHE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between GIadsto.le, Huxley, Mulle;, LintolJ 

Re.vi11e on the Contlie' between GeDesis a.Dd GeolO{U 

~"'60celJ'" 

THE LATEST . F~L\·SHIONS 


I.. 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25~OO 

DRESS SUITS POR ........................................................ 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:a:.A.S. F. lB"U":El.a-nI.[A.l'7• 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

Pi\CIPIC CiiRRIAGEC(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE,ll POWELL ST. 

OLIVER ICINCKr.I<:Y SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. CIIAS. W. C!.A.R.K 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpqs for Timber Culture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at Their Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. 

l"<.~M:::>BURU·s VVORKS. 
C> 

False Claims.' Price 10 cents singly; 75 cenb 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ;:,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ~ 

Fathers of the Republic. 
Jefferson, and Franklin. 

Paine, Washington, 
Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora·s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thef~ and Robbery.; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The· question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures arid the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T.~u'~ "p.;~", ..... I'pnt<;· f, ronip.<:. tl Ii 

~ WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Pnce, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane7 Price, 10 sents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED;

THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet:'secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and _womanhood corning down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
--a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUrNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S vVORKs. 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, '$1. In five 
lectures, compri5ing: "The Gods," "Hum
boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality, " 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 25. 
Cont~nts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 

- \Vornan, and Child," "Tne- Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 

. Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
.Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of ~Mose8. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 25. f:) 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. . 

What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 25 
Cf!nt!;: 

-The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid....., . 

Ingersoll Catechised: His· Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi· 

. tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
. of the New York ObuYVn-. By Robert G. 

Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

,A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
. scents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. . 

Ingersoll's Lf'ctures Complete. D~und in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Sooial Question. 
Clear, Concise, Sparkling, Helpful. 

"Nationalism," by Edward Bellamy. 
" The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
" Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Function ofthe Stale," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

i[7Price for all, only 20 cents.~ 
Address The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

~els forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office 

Undue Impatienoe. 
Sarcastic Guest-Waiter, how long have 

you been in this establishment? 
\Vaiter-Six weeks, sir . 
"Then you were not here when I or

dered that beefsteak. Excuse me." 

",!,HE E.mpress of Al1stri~ sits alternately 
on eIther SIde of her ~orse,' says an article 
on "Horsemanship for Women." Every
body will be glad to hear that she sits that 
way alternately and not simultaneously. 

FREETHOUGHT .BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S VVORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was mad~ 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Roo
"I G. Illg~rsoll. 

WaiFs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to-daY."-7ohll Swillton's 
Pllt-- 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-BII/garitll. Q 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Th~ Ullivlru, 
San Frallcisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foo/~'s H~a/t" 
ft.fonlh/y. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, . 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-BostM 
Intustitrato7'~ 

Pronsolllt:U~; A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. H~nry 
fV. B~lIo1iJs. 0 c 

Gottlieb: His Lifo' or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Eartil, Heaven and Hdl. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauti~s of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 conress myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
9.11 mIT lifp. hefore."- Elmina J)rak~ Stm/ur. 

THE FIELD-HIGERSOLL DISCUSSION I 

Faith or Agnosticism. 
A series of articles 


--from-
The North American Review 


_-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOI.L. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. \V. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by hrtnam & :'IbcrIon
aId, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, - OCTOBER 10, 1889. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Wednesday I received notice from L. P. Howard and R. V. 
oShort that arrangements had been made for lectures at Butteville 
on \Vednesdayand Thursday evening, October 1 and 2, and that 
I was to take the steamer Orient which left Portland at seven 
o'clock in the morning. As I received the notice at ten o'clock 
in the morning,I found it impossible to obey instructions, for 
Father Time was never known to go back on himself, and sur
render three hours for the benefit either of the Christian or the 
Infidel. One might stop the sun or the hands of the dial, and 
delay the sun upon its course, but if time has once taken a step, 
not God himself could get the" eternal pilgrim" to turn round 
and go backward-as Hamlet says, "like a crab." It was seven
teen miles to Butteville on the banks of the \Villametle, and I 
didn't feel like walking. I thought I might strike L. P. Howard 

,.,at Canby, and so I took the afternoon train for that place. Land
ing, and shaking hands with friend Knight, I was told that I 
must go on to Aurora, or "Dutch town," as it is called, and here, 
being but six miles from Butteville, I might make connection. 
I hastened with bag and baggage to catch the hindmost car, 
which I succeeded in doing, and in about twenty minutes was at 
Aurora. Just as I came in, Howard was going out en route 
for Butteville, not having the slightest idea that the belated lec
turer was on the express train. However, heaven helps those 
who help themselves, and no sooner had I made inquiries for a 
train to carry me to my appointment, when I ,,,as introduced to 
J. S. Vaughan, who was on his way, not only to Butteville but to 
the lecture, and from that time on I knew I was in the best of 
hands, for Vaughan"is a Liberal to whom the glory of Free
thought is an enthusiasm. It is in his blood· and brain. So my 
ride that evening, from the glowing sunset into the beautiful 
moonlight and sh~dowy and majestic woods, was a bright ex
perience. \Ve stopped at his house, but found that all his folks 
had gone to the lecture, and so we hurried on-our little horse 
covering the remaining distance, about a mile and a half, in ten 
minutes, and the vil1age was' alive with quite a crowd when we 
reached the hall, just at the appointed hour-half-past seven. 
The Grange Hall was lighted, the bell rang, and soon a full 

house was ready for the Demands of Liberalism, and I should 
judge from the signatures received that there was quite a gather
ing of Liberals in this quiet country-town-6nce an active river
trading point, but now in "desuetude," somewhat, on account of 
the railroads. If one wanted to live aside from the turmoil of 
life, he could do so, here on the- banks of the deep and placid 
river that flows by this unpretending village. 

On the second evening a larger number attended the lecture. 
Many were obliged to stand, but they patiently listened to the 
"New Heaven and Earth" of Freethought and science. On the 
whol~, I was quite delighted with the outlook here, and I expect 
to come back again when the summer days are shining. 

R. V. Short took the laboring oar this time, and right well did 
he do the work, and I thank him for his whole-hearted endeavors. 
Liberals like this good friend are what give sunshine to our toil. 

Thursday morning, Vaughan took me to his tree-embowered 
college on the sloping banks. Tall trees are here which make 
a natural cathedral for the spirit that delights in beauty. Sitting 
in the sunshine, I watch the glittering prospects gemmed with 
the sparkling river, like a silver ribbon, in verdant traceries. 
Here, also, are the grapes, pears, and plums-luscious as ever 
grew in garden of the east, and if Mother E"e had such wealth 
of fruit as this, there was no reason why she should desire 
the apple, except for the reason that the apple was forbidden, and 
the grapes and plums and pears were not, and of course, to the 
genuine woman and man, there couldn't be a more potent rea
son for eating the apple. Reveling in all this luxuriance of wood 
and field and orchard, and also drinking deep of the perfume of 
the hops which grow here in vast quantities, who should come 
along to add to our enjoyment but Mr. and !\Irs. John Kruse, of 
Kruse's Landing; and as we gathered around the abundant din
ner-table there was not a more jolly company in the world. 
After dinner we wended our way to Butteville, and about the 
middle of the afternoon crossed the river to where, among 
orchards and vines, the antique home of :Mr. and Mrs. L. ,V. 
Geer welcomes. Here the spirits are wont to congregate with 
mystic revealings from the upper spheres, but humanity loses 
nothing of its fervor and good sense. Here we take supper, and 
the golden sunset streaming through gorgeous clouds makes the 
river as we recross a flowing picture of marvelous splendors. 

There is one lone church at Butteville-~he Episcopalian. 
Once it was flourishing, but it i5 now deserted. The ministers 
only come now and then. The building has been sold, and will 
hereafter be used for secular and general purposes, with the 
ministers thrown in if they want to try their chances. Butteville is 
without a church, a happy sign of progress. 

Friday morning 1\1r. John Kruse takes me over to Aurora 
for the Portland train, ~nd I bid good-bye to the many friends I 
4ave met here. I shall go next summer to Kruse's Landing and· 
other places along the river, and I look to a pleasant 'voyage up" 
on the Willamette. _ 
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Saturday morning I speed down again the broad Columbia to 
Ranier.. Landing I expected to find M. J. Kittering, but he was 
gone to California, and I suppo~e will drop into FREETHOUGHT 
office. However, good allies took his place-L~wrence and 
Vose. Better friends could not be found for the storm and sun
shine of Freethought. The bills advertising the "lectures had 
been torn down by the Christians almost as soon as they were 
put up, but nevertheless a fair audience was present on Saturday 
evening, and I found encouragement for future work. A lecture 
was advertised for Sunday afternoon at Hudson's school-house, 
four miles out in the forests and hills. I was obliged to go on 
horse-back, for the roads were in a somewhat disabled condition, 
and being corduroy; it wasn't very easy to get over them with a 
wagon, and it was preferable to go on foot, or horseback. Gra· 
h~m and Vose went ahead on foot to see that all was in order 
for the lecture, and I f~l1owed on horseback just as the rain be
gan to pour. There are so many roads in this country that it is 
almost impossible to guess the right one without considerable 
instruction. I lost the track and was obliged to reconnoitre. I 
finally came out right, but wasn't sure of the way until suddenly, 
from out the vast woods, I dropped upon the school-house as if 
by magic. Teams and men were gathered about, and entering, 
I found women and children present also, and so my uncertain 
and stormy journey terminated with very cheerful surroundings. 
On this frontier line I met choice spirits of the forward ranks---: 
Gertrude Vose Meserve, who walked five miles to attend the 
lecture; and Jennie Vose Graham, who started to go on foot the 
same distance, but was fortunate enough to secure a ride for part 
of the way. This shows that the heart and brain of woman are "
by no means in the control of the church; that she will do as 
much for Freethought as ever she has done for the religions of 
the past. Labor is a joy indeed, when in the wilderness, almost, 
we meet such earnest comrades willing to do service, and not 
wait for fair weather to fly the colors. Out in these Oregon 
woods by the sweeping Columbia, in "the land of sunset," do 
we see the bright morning's radiance, and the little school-house, 
the strenuous foe of the church, shines with hope amidst the fall
ing mists. 

Mr. Vose walks back to Ranier, although the rain still comes 
down. There is a lull about evening, and the hall is well filled, 
and quite a number join the Secular Union. F. C. Winchester, 
E.D. Lyons, Felix Debast, Juliette Debast, and J. E. Kittering, 
are among those on the roll of Freethought, and evidently there 

enough at this point to keep our flag to the breeze. 
Monday morning the rain pours down in greater floods than 

ever, and it looks as if the" Oregon weather" was determined to 
assert its rights and rule or ruin. Friend Lawrence sees me off 
for Stella, amidst the gleaming drops, for the sun is mingling 
with the showers as the steamer comes puffing up, and there is 
some hope of a blue sky. Friend Lawrence has. battled with the 
wilderness and the flood for many a year, and in the grandeur of 
nature's forces has learned to disdain the littleness of superstition. 
Like the veteran soldier, he has the generous heart and the hand 
of welcome, and I go on my way with golden cheer. 

There is a bit of sunshine when I get to Stella, and for a while 
I can sit on the porch and view the waters and the shores skirted 
with silvery clouds. But the silvery clouds darken and I have to 
find refuge in the house. But it is always pleasant at the Law~ 
$ons', always something going on, and there is not a dull moment. 
Whether the sun shines or not there is "the charm of liberal en
~ertainment. ¥r. Vose and John Kittering came with me, and 

they and the Lawsons are busy with the new building which gives 
quite a metropolitan aspect to Stella. Our old-time comrades, 
Schornhorst and Anderson, come down from the misty highlands, 
and the Douglass is also with us, and many other friends, and al
though the clouds regather and send the darkening showeii, the 
hall is by no means deserted, and after the lecture the young 
folks dance for an hour or two. 

This ends my campaign until after the convention at Portland,. 
which I hope will be a kind of jubilee where fresh hope and en
thusiasm will be given to us all. To come together in one grand 
host for social" and intellectual entertainment is what is needed 
more than anything else" in our pioneer work. \Ve are to be 
moulded together by the law:) of attraction, and not by any arbi
trary force. Not having the fires of hell to scare us, we need the 
noble social impulse. This, to my mind, is the supreme purpose 
of the convention-to create the inspirations and enthusiasms of 
a deep and wide sympathy. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 

THE NATIONAL SECULAR CONGRESS. 

Our readers will bear in mind that the Thirteenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union takes place at Philadel
phia on the 25th, 26th, and 27th of this month. In organizing 
and preparing for this Congress President Westbrook is doing 
splendid work and proving himself equal to all the demands of his 
position. We hope, as all Liberals must, to hear of a largely
attended and influential gathering. 

And we hope for two other things, namely, that President 
Westbrook will be re-elected, and that uIllong the Freethought 
workers may be found a man for secretary as faithful and efficient 
as th~ retiring secretary E. A. Stevens has been. 

SIR EDWIN AND THE CLERGY. 

The San Francisco Examiner, inspired by the spirit of journal-" 
ism, has taken advantage of Sir Edwin Arnold's presence in this 
city, to find out his religious views and to obtain the opinions of 
the clergy concerning them. Arnold is best known to Ameri
cans as the author of the "Light of Asia," a poetic exposition of 
Buddhism, in which the character of the Gautama is idealized 
and set forth as superior t6 anything reasonably to be expected 
of a human being. " 

In the interview published in last Saturday'S Examiner, Dr. 
Arnold is reported to have said regarding the dogma of eternal 
punishment, that hell was" the idea of morose and dyspeptic 
men;" that he did not believe in it at all, and could not too em
phatically condemn it. Dr. Arnold was then asked if he believed, 
according to the old and the present orthodox plan, that a man 
must be converted to be saved. "Byno means," said he. "That 
idea is' perfectly preposterons. There ~are a thousand' ways to 
heaven." He said further that the universe forgives nothing. 
Men merely suffer consequences, which idea he illustrated thus: ,
" If I stop at the Palace Hotel, as I do, I must pay my bill. My 
conscience tells me I must, and when that is done I am free. 
We suffer here for the wrong we do." 

.Mr. Arnold then passed to a somewhat lengthy and emphatic 
denunciation of eternal punishment, in which he evidently out
stripped the speed of the reporter's pencil, for the scribe remarks , 
"Dr. Arnold grew very eloquent as he proceeded." 

Having thus.secured the heterodox bane, the enterprising re
porter repaired to the doctors of divinity for the orthodox antidote. 
The very Rev. J. 1. Prendergast, R,oman GathQliG vicar-general, 



659 FREETHOUGHT. 

declared at once his belief in helI, the necessity of conversion, ferentialIy, the doctrine of no future punishment was worse. He 
and the fruitlessness of good deeds as a means of grace. He said he would not take time to discuss what was so obviously 
took occasion, at the same time, to ridicule the" Light of Asia," necessary. Elsewhere among the Catholic and orthodox clergy 
saying that the" Light of China" would be a good dc:a1 more there were similar expressions of opinion. "Unless we believe 
appropriate title for the work, and added: "It strikes me, too, each and all of the very things he strikes at," said the latter min
that we must have a very poor light after all these years and all isters, "we are not orthodox. The moment we say we don't 
our civilization, if we have to go to Asia for our light." believe in them, then we must go.'" 

When we consider that the Catholic church looks to Asia for These" latter ministers" have certainly struck the keynote. If 
its "light;" that Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Jewish Jehovah there is no hell, there is no necessity for them to preach salvat~on, 
are all natives of Palestine in Asia Minor, Mr. Pendergast's drive and their occupation is gone. If "conversion" is an unnecessary 
at Buddha hits the Christian savior as hard a blo\v as it does the process, then the church has no mission on earth. 'Vhy preach 
Hindoo messiah. salvation from an imaginary hell? \Vhy send missionaries, at 

The Rev. Dr. Harcourt, Methodist, was next visited. He at great expense, to convert heathen who will be saved without it? 
once gave his hearty indorsement of Dr. Arnold's views upon'- If Sir Edwin Arnold believes the Bible to be the word of God 
hell and the necessity of conversion, and quoted the words of ~he -and from his quoting it in support of his ideas we judge that 
late Henry Ward Beecher as expressing his own convictions: he does-his expressed views are quite inconsistent with his be
H \Vhat's to become of all these millions that have never heard lief. According to that work man must be" born again," which 
the gospel? They say that all of them will-be swept into eternal is conversion; and he is given his choice between baptism and 
punishment! You make me believe that and I shall call God, damnation. Altogether, Dr. Arnold's deliverance is not very 
not my father but Thou Fiend." The Rev. Mr. Harcourt said satisfactory. It puts him outside the pale of the Christian church, 
furthen but it does not entitle him to the mild designation of Agnostic. 

"Jonath:m Edwards dec1ared that God took the s~uls of the impenitent, He is practically a Unitarian. 
as the housewife takes a spider, and holds it over the fire. Spurgeon said It seems to us an oversight-probably, too, an intentional one 
not long ago that the bones of the resurrected dead, i. ~., of the lost, -that the Exarpiner, after obtaining the guesses of the theolo
would become avenues on which-would run the souls of those in torment, gians on these doctrinal points, did not extend its courtesies to 
and that their nerves would be the strings, as it were, of violins, on Which . 

. the representatives of Freethought. It is true that no Freethinker they would play their infernal music. All this' is highly interesting and 
refreshing, but the Rev. Father Furness, if possible, went a step further could have settled the question of the existence of a hell. None 
lately, when he said that if an unconverted soul should return to earth, could have said with certainty whether or not conversion is neces
it would emit such terrible fumes as to destroy all human life." sary to salvation; but some might have been found' to offer the 

Mr. Harcourtquoted these theologians in order to condemn valuable suggestion that the opinion of one man concerning the 
them. He attributed their errors to false education and to a unknowable is as reliable as that of another, and that any dis
superstitious ,belief in the verbal infallibility of the Bible, which cussion wherein the disputants appeal to ancient errors, instead 
he repudiated. of reason and experience, is mere yanity and a striving after wind. 

The Rev. Dr. Jacob Voorsanger, a Jewish rabbi, said: II I 
THE SAN FRANCISCO FREETHOUGBT· SOCIETY.particularly subscribe to Dr. Arnold's expressions." 

The Rev. Dr. Barrows, Congregationalist, was emphatic in his The n~xt meeting of the San Francisco Freethought Society 
denial of the English poet's assertion. Said he: will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 

"I differ altogether from him, and cannot indorse his views. It is evening, October 20, at 8 o'clock. ,Col. H. L. Knight will speak 
sa.ying a great deal to say that conversion is not nece:;sary, alone. And on "Materialism and Theosophy." 
if Dr. Arnold knows it, or thinks he does, and we do not, why some time 
perhaps our ignorance will be developed into a greater truth and Mr. 

THE FRUITS OF BELIEF.
A~nold himself may find he is in error. He is certainly wrong. No, 
not for a moment could I indorse, or seem to indorse, what he has said. There is one crop in this country that never fails, whatever 
How does he know, I repeat, that there is no hell, and that conversion 

dro~lth or flood may do to other crops. We refer to the harvest 
is not a thing to be bothered about ?" 

of religious lunatics gathered at all seasons.by the commissioners 
Sir Edwin might reply by inquiring how Dr. Barrows know! 

of insanity. From a city paper of recent date we get these two 
there t's a hell, or how he knows conversion to be necessary items: . , ': 
Both disputants must appeal to the Bible, in which case the cler

"Richard J. Lawless was to-day committed to the Insane Asylum. He
gyman would have the best of the argument; although, deciding lives in'fL cabin at Hunter's Point and sits for hours listening to the tick. 
the question by an appeal to common sense, the Englishman ing of the clock, which, he claims, speaks to him through his father, and 
would have no trouble in vindicating himself. he believes that God teaches him m that manner. 

The Rev. Dr. Horatio Stebbins, Unitarian, agrees, as might "Mrs. Annie Gillovich was sent to a similar institution. She wai 
breaking the doors and windows of her neighbors' houses with a hatchet, be expected, with Dr. Arnold. He does not see how the poet 
under the impression that the devil had told her to rescue her husband could say anything else, and wonders that all men do not enjoy 
a.nd children, who were in purgatory."

the same belief. 
Other cases show that the product, besides ripening perennially, . Another Catholic priest, the Rev. J. F. Harrington, had not 


is common to all localities. A dispatch Says: 
the patience to discuss the matter, since it had been decided for 
"WILKESBARRE, Pa., October 5.-Miss Hattie Bartlett, a pretty andso many years. There is a hell, and the only way to escape it 

well known young girl living in West Pittston ,,,ith her parents, was re
is through the Catholic church. moved to the State Asylum for the Insane at Danville, Thursday. She 

Rev~ William M. Kincaid, of the (First Baptist Church, inti had become violently insane on the subject of religion. About a month 
mated in no mistaken terms that to lJ\~ asked at this . late day if "'go Evangelist Yatman began revival meetings he-re and Miss Bartlett 
conversioQ, was necessary was ~OQ ~bsQ\;q to be thought of. In- w~s ~IXlon~ the 6rst to pe converted, Since that tjme her qes~re h~, 

http:seasons.by


660 F'REETHOUGHT. 

been to get away from the wickedness of this world and nearer to heaven. 
In her insane endeavors to do this she would climb to the top of tall 
trees in the vicinity of her home. On other occasions she walked miles 
in order to get into the attics of the tallest buildings. It was with great 
difficulty on b~ing found that she could be induced to leave her supposed 
heavenly plnce of refuge. When her father and mother refused to follow 
her steps she termed them' devils' and refused to associate with them, 
saying she was afraid she would b~ contaminated by their influence." 

There are other causes of insanity besides religion, and some 
of them may be more prolific; but religion enjoys the distinction 

• of being the only manufacturer in that line whose work is en
couraged in this world and rewarded in the next. 

A MODEL CATHOLIC INSTITUTION. 

From Fort "Vorth, Texas, under date of October I I, comes a 
dispatch describing a Roman Catholic convent at Marionfe1d, 
where J. H. Peters and Henry Andrews, two priests, preside 
over the convent boys. Two weeks ago, it is related, James 
Gross, a student, escaped and told of the murder last August of 
Lorenzo Esser, one of his fellow-students, by the two priests. 
The body was secretly buried by Father Peters, and four of the 
students. Soon after the. murder Father Peters and the four 
students left for parts unknown. Justice of the Peace Coons 
held a private inquest at Esser's death, and found that the boy 
had killed himself by hanging. Coons cb.ims that Esser was 
found hanging by an eight-inch piece of rope in his cell. The 
body was exhumed, and an investigation held before a judge 
showed that Esser's neck was broken, \vhich could not have been 
caused by a fall of eight inches.· Father Andrews and Justice of 
the Peace Coons have been bound over to the grand jury, and a 
search is being made for Fat~ier Peters. Gross says that other 
murders have been committed. 

\Vhether all this is true or not subsequent investigation must 
show, but enough has already transpired to prove the danger of 
these religious prisons where a11 manner of crimes may be com
mitted with slight possibility of detection. 

A SERIOUS LOSS. 

The Freethought Hall built by the Religious and Benevolent 
Association at Waco, Texas, in 1882-3 was destroyed by fire 
October 5. The 103s falls chiefly upon 1\'[r. J. D. Shaw, editor 
of tl;te Independent Pulpit, who owned the larger part of the 
stock. The hall was erected at a cost of $4,OO~ mainly by the 
members of the Association. It was insured for but a portion 
of its value, so that l\Ir. Shaw is a loser. by the fire to the extent 
of nearly $r,600. 

This is a most serious blow to the editor of the Pulpit, and 
some men in his position might feel like giving up in despair. 
Mr. Shaw~ however, writes us to say that he will continue to,stand 
at his post and carryon the work. 'e I hope," he says, U to come 
from the ashes stronger than ever in zeal and determination to 
work for Liberalism. I will try to rebuild ere long, 'but cannot 
say with what success." 

. \Ve certainly wish Brother Shaw the greatest success. The 
Waco Freethought Hall was the only building in Texas devoted 
to Liberalism, and one of the few in the country. l\Iay it rise 
aga{h, and it will rise in better form. than ever if the Liberals of 
Texas will put their hands in their pockets and support their 
leader as he deserves ~o be supported. 

THE Portland Convention was a success. Let us give great 
.credit to President Beal and the noble Liberals of the Northwest. 

. 

AMONG the many questions asked by Emperor \Villiam of Ger

many on his recent visit to London was one as to the percentage 
of illiterate persons in England. An approximate estimate being 
given him, he bluntly expressed his surprise at the existence of 
such a condition of popular ign~rance in a-. country so wealthy 
and so high in the scale of civilization. His comments were re
peated to the queen, who lost no time in laying the matter before 
her advisers and requesting them to suggest a remedy. Those to 
whom she applied complained of the open hostility of many 'who 
do not hesitate ,to· proclaim education the parent of Socialism 
and Anarchy, and frankly say that the common people know too 
much already. This is an old plea that had its origin with the 
church, which holds that the best state of society is that wherein 
the learned few guide the actions and control the minds of the 
ignorant many. In saying that education leads to Socialism and 
Anarchy, its opponents have unwittingly made the best plea pos
sible for those unpopular schools of thought. 

IN the Utah Commission's latest report this passage occurs: 
" While we forbid· the immigration of non.proselyting, peace-loving, 

. docile Chinamen b~cause we fear future danger from their coming; while 
we forbid the I:mding on our shores of contract laborers because they 
cheapen the wages of A"merican.born citizens, and paupers because they 
become a burden, there is n far greater reason for closing our doors as a 
nation and forbidding citizenship to the hordes who are brought here to 
swell the ranks of an organized body which teaches them in advance to 
hate our government, denominates its executive, lawmakers, judges,and 
prosecutors as persecutors, and instills into every mind the constant 
teaching that their pretended revelations are more binding than the high. 
est and best laws of the Jand, and that resistance to such Jaws is a virtue 
and the rendering. of obedience to God. ,How. far short of treason these 
teachings are we leave to those who can answer." 

This was written to describe the n'!ormon church, but the most 
of it applies with equal exactness to the Roman Catholic church. 
The Mormons, however, have one thing in their favor, they owe 
no allegiance to a foreign potentate like the pope of Rome. 

A CIRCUMSTANCE that occurred lately in the suburbs of Bos~on 
is thus related by the Advertiser: 

"C. B. Botsford, who lives out on Garfield avenue, \Vest Roxbury, is 
a prominent deacon in the Congregationalist church. He sold n lot of 
standing grass to Alvin Spear. Last Saturday the grass was cut, and 
Sunday, there being signs of rain, Spear, his father, and two other men, 
proceeded to shake the hay and store· it away in the bam. This went 
against the conscience of Deacon Botsford, and; upon the men refusing 
to stop at his command, he had them all arrested. In court the next 
morning the judge ruled that they were not engaged in a work of neces
sity, and they were fined $10 each and costs for Sabbath-breaking." 

Puritanism dies hard in Boston, where it is nursed and sustained 
by the statute. People on the co~st cannot do much for these 
victims of blue laws, but they can keep awake and see that the 
superstitious leprosy is not implanted here by such purveyors of 
it as the emissaries of the National Sunday Union. 

A NOTE in the Boston Investigator brings the regretful intelli
gence that Capt. Robert Davis, of Lunenburg, Mass., is very ill. 
Captain Davis is a true friend of the Liberal cause, outspoken 
in opinion, and generous in financial aid. Both these qualities 
entitle him to long life and the respect of our whole fraternity. 
"Ve send best wishes and hopes toCap~ain Davis. 

THE Catholic News, in referring to the large number of de
sertions from the regular at;~ny, tries toacc·ount for some of them 
by saying that" among Ci.tholic soldiers there is also discontent 

/ 
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at the want of proper provision for their religion." The News 
locates the discontent in the wrong quarter. It is not among the 
soldiers, but among the officers of the church, who want Catholic 
chaplains appointed in place of the Protestant ones now em
ployed by the government. The soldiers testify, almost to a 
man,-that they can get along without either. 

THE editor of the Halifax, N. S., Evening Mail has invited 
destruction by engaging Mr. Charles Watts in a written debate on 
the merits of Secularism. Mr. 'Vatts is as much stronger than 
his opponent as Freethought argument is stronger than religious 
sophistry, ~nd the result of the debate is just about what might 
have been expected.-- The Secularist will get all the admiration 
or his ability, and the Christian all that undeserved sympathy 
which is felt for a man who shoulders more than he can carry. 

"LET heathenism go," writes 1\1. J. Caples, of Elk Grove. 
"The nineteenth century demands the truth. Superstition must 
abdicate-Reason must have the throne." Mr. Caples shows the 
sincerity of his sentiments as express~d above, by subjoining: "In
closed please find money order for my own renewal and four 
new subscriptions." If there were a thousand Liberals like friend 
Caples on this coast we would declare the millennium, irrespective 
of the second coming of Christ. 

AN Intern~tional Congress of Freethinkers has just been held 
in Paris. The world's fair had brought p·eople of all countries 
together, so that the congress represented many nationalities. 
The proceedings were conducted in French. Both the National 
Reformer and the London Freethinkercontain extended reports 
of the proceedincis, which included speeches, banquets, and visits 
by the delegates to the principal points of interest inParis. 

THERE is a cleryyman in Tennessee who makes the denuncia
tion of dancing a specialty. In a recent sermon he said: "Show 
me a young man who dances and I will show you a young man 
who is not worth the powder and lead to kill him." 'Vhereupon 
the Alta inquires: "\Vhat has Rev. 'Villiams to say a bout a young 
man by the name of David, who led the german in the streets of 
Jerusalem and was jawed by his wife for it ?" 

THAT overruling prov:dence which watches the sparrow's fall 
and takes the" hair census" so accurately that all the capillary 
integuments of our he:;tds are numbered, has allowed th~ Taber
nacle of the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage to be destroyed by fire. 
Those who know that the Christian's professed trust in God is 
~ere hypocrisy will not be surprised to learn that the structure 
was insured for aU it. was worth. 

\V. F. JAMIESO:-l has been lecturing at Hay Springs, Neb., and 
the local paper, the Northwest News, observes that many Chris
tians went to hear him, and "tJle opinion they have· formed of the 
lecturer is not so flippantly expressed as it is by those who failed 
to hear him." It is generally that way. Those who have never 
heard the arguments of Freethought usually consider themselves 
best qualified to answer them. 

By the way, what has become of the Rev. George S:::hweinfurth, 
the Illinois messiah? There was talk at one time of mobbing or 
incarcerating the im postor, but better counsel prevailed. Perhaps 
if the gentleman who once set up a similar claim in Judea had 
been ignored by the authorities he would have shared the oblivion 
into which Mr .•SchweinIurth has relapsed. 

THAT was a strange occurrence at Oneida, N. Y.,.Jast week, 
when a priest was poisoned by drinking communion wine at the 
celebration of mass. It seems that the miraculous power which 
can transform ordinary port into the blood of Christ does not 
possess the gift of rendering it innocuous when tampered with. 
This is the first case of pyremia supervening eighteen hundred 
years after the patient's death. 

THE Rev. William Kincaid, pastor of the First BJ.ptist Church 
of San Francisco, has resigned and expressed a determination to 
go East. It is stated, however, that" an effort will be made to 
induce him to change his determination." If the effort takes 
the shape of a louder" call" from those who pay Mr. Kincaid's 
salary there is little d~ubt that it will succeed. 

IT is probable that the burning of the Freethought Hall at 
\Vaco, Texas, would have been used to point many a Christian 
moral and to adorn many a pious tale if it had not been so soon 
followed by the destruction of the Brooklyn Tabernacle. Thus 
Mr. Talmage's loss is the world's gain after all. 

l\f01m th:m _ two hundred dollars has been subscribed 
toward erecting a monument to the memory of Horace Seaver. 
It is a good cause. Build the monument high and enduring
it cannot transcend the character of the man, or be more la§ting 
than his influence. 

THE OREGON CONVENTION. 

The First Annual Conven!ion of the Oregon State Secular 
Union met at Masonic Hall, Portland, Saturday, October 12, at 
10 A.l\I. The meeting was clIled to order by President C. Beal, 
and music was rendered by Roose and Hcdgson's Orchestra. 
As a preliminary measure 1\Ir. Geo. H. DJ.wes moved theap
pointment of a Committee on Resolutions, which motion was 
clfried, and the following committee Ch03el1: 

CO),ntITTEE O~ RESOLUTION5.-Geo. H. Dawes, M. Fitzgerell, Robert 
Laughlin, Mrs. Jennie Vose Graham, and G. W. Tiffany. 

Upon motion of Dr. J. 'V. :McClure, of Silverton, the Conven
tion appointed the following-

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.-Dr. J. \Y. McClure, S. P. Putnam, 
Mrs. S. C. Todd, n. F. Hyland, and H. Arnold. 

Music by the orchestra ensued, and then Mrs. Mattie P. 
Krekel, of Kansas City, 1\10., was introduced and gave the open
ing address. Afler thanking the Convention for the honor of 
being its first speaker, l\Irs. Krekel proceeded to a definition of 
Seculariam; to point out its necessity and the causes which had 
brought a Secular party into existence, and finally to an exposition 
of its object. In closing she said, "In our deliberations of how 
most successfully 'to advance Secular work, let us he temperate, 
practical, and conscientious. Let us remember, as the French 
Convention declared,· that 'one man's right ceases where an
Qther's begins.' Let us devise some method, adopt some system 
through which we can utilize means, energy, and ability, toward 
accomplishing work in the interests of which this Convention -is 
called." 

After this appropriate, eloquent address, which was frequently 
and heartily applauded, a hanner was presented to the Oregon 
State Secular Uuion by Miss Mattie Blaisdell. In offering the· 
beau~iful symbol the lady said: 

"1\1R. PRE3IDE~T, LADIES AXD GE~TLE:\IttN: 'Vhen 'FREE
THOUGHT brought me the ihtelligence that the friends of freedom 
in the great Northwest would hold a Secular Convention in Port
land, I asked myself what could ~. do to hurry on this mighty 
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force which will' yet break the chains on mind and body and set 
'a captive world free? I said I would present them with a ban
ner. Therefore this morning I ask you to accept a woman's 
offering for humanity. 

"Friends, give me at this moment a mental pledge that Y01:l 
and your children's children will make an annual pilgrimage to 
some chosen place, and in convention assembled, with your eyes 
fixed on this banner of the brave,.sing 'A Thousand Years, My 
Own Columbia.' And if ever war is forced upon u!-as well it 
may be-let this banner wave at the head of your advancing col
umns, until every tyrant is removed, to make place for the sons 
and daughters of Liberty. Ladies and gentlemen, if you will 
work for the freedom of the race with the same devotion of soul 
as the illustrious persons here named, our cause of liberty, truth, 
:intelligence, and justice will become victorious to the ends of 
the earth, and the people have but one religion-the Religion of 
humanity." 

The banner was elegantly embroidered with gold on a dark 
background-the eagle with the stars-and those noble names of 
Freethought, Hypatia, Bruno, Paine, and Ingersoll, with the 
legend." Universal Mental Liberty," about the spread wings of 
the eagle. Below is blazing the torch of civilization. and under
neath this flame are the words "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity." 
On'the reverse SIde of the banner the Stars and Stripes float 
above the prostrate cross. 

President Beal accepted the banner in behalf of the Oregon 
Union, with this characteristic address: 

"Miss Blaisdell, on the part of the officers and members of 
the Oregon State Secular Union, I accept this beautiful and costly 
banner. The first inscription I see is 'Universal Mental Lib
erty.' . If we should go to some distant country and find the 
people chained to stumps and trees, we would feel di5gusted and 
return home. But on our return we would find most of the 
peoDle chained to creeds and beliefs, some of them having taken 
a solemn pledge they would Ilever believe anything else. Har.. 
riet Marlineau was asked what she believed. She said she was 
a free rover on the breezy commons of the universe. She sought 
for truth wherever found. 

" We find next the name 'Hypatia,' the daughter of Theon. 
Father and child were builders and patrons of the Alexandrian 
Library of three hundred thousand volumes, which .was bu-rned 
to make room for a new religion not Pagan. Teachers of 
mathematics and philosophy, they at one time had fourteen 
thousand students. As she was returning from the university a 
band of brutaL monks dragged her from her chariot, tore her 
Hmbs aSWlder, scraped the flesh from the bones with shells, and 
threw them on the devouring coals. She was so pure, it is said, 
that a sweet smell arose towards heaven. Speak her name in 
whispers, or as you would that of a departed sister. 

'" Bruno,' the young and beautiful philosopher, taught a sci
ence now accepted by a civilized world. Thrown into a papal 
prison, at the end of seven years he was taken out and burned 
.unto death. The other day 3°,000 Italians headed by their 
king, with a hundred bands of music and 1850 banners, marched 
into the field of flowers with their feet on the sacred ashes of 
Bruno, and there unveiled a beautiful monument to his memory. 
For three days neither pope nor priest was seen on the streets of 
Rome. Hever you intend to pray, pray now that this was the 
beginning of the end. . 
. '" Paine,' the son of Liberty in three empires; the man who 
said, 'The world is my country; to do good my religion,' 'I b~
lieve in one God and no more, and I hope for happiness beyond 
this life;' the man who reproved every slaveholder from the 
president to the 'mudsill' by saying, 'Man has no property in 
man;' the man who first ~poke the immortal words 'The free 
and Independent States of America;' the most abused man that 
ever lived-the best man that ever died. 

'" Ingersoll,' the product of the ages past, the sample man of 
the ages to come. The .world would be poor without him. 

" 'The torch.' Primitive man guided his footsteps in the 
dark, until the coming dawn, by his torch. 

" , Liberty,' the word that all the good have spoken. 

'" Fraternity: Yes, brother, I will pull shoulder to shoulder 
with you. 

"'Equality.' If you were unfortunate and did not s~cure 
enough for dinner., I will divide with you.' . . 

"Yes, Miss Blaisdell, while one of our torch-bearers faces the 
coming dawn this banner will be borne at the head of our ad
vancing column." 

The presentation and acceptance of the banner were the sig
nal for loud and prolonged cheers. Mrs. Seip next gave a thrill" 
ing recitation, and repeating "A Thousand Years, My Own 
Columbia," that noble hymn was sung by the whole vast audi
ence, with accompaniment by the orchestra. 

Mrs. Lois Waisbrooker followed in a fine address to a most 
appreciative audience. A letter was read from B. F. Underwood 
and an address announced by Geo. H. Dawes on the" Principles 
of American ·Liberty.,i 

It is now noon, October 12. A large number are present from 
all parts of Oregon. The hall was full this morning, and at the 
close of the meeting 'everyone was in a state of enthusiasm. 
There was handshaking all around. A lady remarked that it re
minded her of the old camp.:.meetings. Well, we can have our 
gatherings and inspirations and welcomes and music as well as 
the churches, and this convention is a bright example of the so
cial development of Freethought. S. P. P. 

Portland, Or. . 

OBSERVATIONS.. 

A! neither of the vice-presidents was on hand last Sunday 
evening when the members of the Freethought Society convened 
the meeting was opened by the author of these lines with a few' 
well-chosen remarks which he has since forgotten. There wa 
a full house, an increased number of ladies, and the consequent 
flutter of fans and ribbons. 

This was the second lecture on "Matter and Spirit," Dr. Je
rome A. Anderson being the speaker and representing the The
osophical side of the question. Dr. Anderson laid down the 
proposition that matter and spirit are co eternal and self-existing, 
matter being something in motion, and spirit a power that con
trolled such motion. Scientists called the controlling power. 
force, but unless they were ready to admit that force to be intel
ligent the speaker could not agree with them. He also rejected 
the popular scientific theories regarding the process by which 
worlds are thrown off from a central sun, averring that science 
failed to explain how the central sun first came into position. 
Theosophy taught, on the other hand, that there was no original 
central sun, but a " laya" center produced by intelligent will-a 
point where there was no gravitation, and hence one towar d 
which all the nebulous mass would necessarily gravitate, gravita
tion being only the expression of the cosmic will acting upon 
matter. Primary motion must also, the speaker held, be a direct 
expression of an intelligent force. Madam Blavatsky two years 
ago declared that gravitation was not universal in its action, and 
Professor Holden of the Lick observatory had lately confirmed 
her statement. Everything, Dr. Anderson held, was created to 
express an intelligent wi1l--flowers to express beauty, mountains 
and forests to express grandeur, and so on. The doctor ex
plained in a very interesting way his conception of the difference 
between the human soul and that of an animal. As to eternal 
life, Theosophy did not promise it to man as such. The spirit-: 
ual monad in man was given individual persistence only during 

-one man-rantara, or cycle of material existence. 
The lecture was followed by a lively discussion, participated in 

by Professor Miller and Messrs. Lund, Curtis, Burgman, Hanna
ford, and Knight, whose remarks are omitted for lack of space. 

This meeting was pronounced, by all who were fortunate 
enough to .be present, one of the best yet held. Dr. Anderson 
is a man whose. abilities command respect whatever may be 
thoug~t of h~s opinions. His· achievements as a microscopist 
and hIS published works on 'physiologicaJ subjects' place him 
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among the. en;ine~t medical men of the country. Touching the 
unsolved conundrums of life he is an ingenious if not accurate 
guesser. 

Next Sunday evening Colonel Knight will take up the subject 
of the two previous lectures, and do what he can to get at the 
truth. Admission is free to all without regard to previous con
ditions of religious servitude. 

I heard a song the other day, th·e refrain of which was, "He's 
in the asylum now," and it suggested to me a parody that might 
be sung with good effect where people have the religious feeling 
highly developed. I have written this parody in the style of the 
popular ditty, and throw it uncopyrighted upon the world: 

There are ~any good men you have known 
Who we-re crammed with religion in youth, 

When, if lert to their judgment alone, 
They had doubtless accepted the truth. 

But their parents imagined them called 
By the Lord to deliver his word 

To all creatures by sin overhauled, 
So their voice in the pulpit is heard. 

They're preaching the gospel now 
As their teachers instructed them how. 

There is no other way 
They can make so good pay, 

So they're preaching the gospel now. 

But some cannot plead this excuse, 
They know they are guilty of fraud; 

Their profession of faith is a ruse, 
They deceive for the glory of God. 

Thore are bummers and cutthroats and thieves 
Who ought to be hung or in jail, 

But each one has said he believes 
The story of Jonah and whale. 

They are preaching the gospel now, 
For its easier far than to plow; 

Though scarlet with sin 
And sodden with gin, 

They're preaching the gospel now. 

There's the reverend Samuel Jones-:
A minstrel come out of the South, 

He gave up his tambour and bones, 
To-paralyze crowds with his· mouth. 

And the reverend \Vilbur F. Crafts, 
The Sunday-law ad vocate who 

From each spot on the continent wafts 
The sound of his Sabbath bazoo. 

They're preaching the gospel now 
With a halo upon their brow, 

They're fanning the air, 
This angelic pair, 

And preaching the gospel now. 

But I need not proceed. The professional balladist will at 
once catch the drift of my remarks, and can add to them from 
his own stock of religious knowledge. 

The conversion of Mrs. Annie Besant to Theosophy has called 
forth the following from a Leicester poet: 

THE BESANTARIAAND THE MOONBEAM. 
(A The(lsojhical Fable.) 

Once in the dungeon of an ancient dome. 

Which rose where mystic flowers had found a home, 

There dwelt some stunted plants, of dullish hue, 

Called Besantarias; and, though strange, 'tis true, 

These scentless flowers conceived themselves as fair 

As those which blossomed in the garden rare. 

One night a Moonbeam, "wandering in the bowers, 

Peeped through the dungeon's bars, and saw the flowers 

Amid the gloom, grouped round their dusky queen; 

But, whilst it gazed, its witching ray was seen 

By that sad queen alone, for all the re.st 

Were hiding from the Moonbeam's lovmg quest. 

Then to the dreamful queen wild longings came 

To see the bright home of that lambent flame; 

And when·the Moonbeam's sacred magic threw 

White wings upon her, Besantaria flew, 

With new-found fragrance, through the dungeon bars, 

And saw the garden: gleaming 'ne~~h t?e stars. 

Thus did she learn at last thatspmt-slght, 

Though lost in darkness, is restored to light. 


That is ~ remarkably fine piece of verse, but I should repro

duce it here a great deal more willingly if it did not seem to 
deepen the popular impression that Mrs. Besant has been moon
struck. 

STREET SCENE IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

IRREVERENT CITIZEN. 


Dramait's Personce HORSECAR.

{ DISTINGUISHED JURIST. 

Scent.--:-Corner of Kearny and California streets. 
[IRREVERENT CITIZEN standing on curb; HORSECAR going by 

toward old City Hall; DISTINGUISHED JUlUST sitting on dash
board of rear platform, smoking a cigar.] 

IRREVERENT CITIZEN (to Dis. Jurist): Hello, Jim! 
DIS. JURIST: Hello. 
IRREV. C1T. Taking a ride this morning? 
DIS. JVR. Yep. . 
IRREV. CIT. Where'd you get the nickel? 
QUERY (by Dramatist): Was it contempt of court? 

Uncle Samos Parsons, of San Jose, comes to San Francisco 
about twice a year, and he never fails to call at FREETHOUGHT 
office and give us some advice and other material necessary to 
succes,s in journalism. Two weeks ago he ,vas in, and said he 
had ten dollars more than he cared to take home with him, and 
left it as a donation to the cause. He had a dozen envelopes 
and letters in his pocket, addressed and stamped, and containing 
blue postal notes. He gave me a list of the addresses. They 
were to the Truth Seeker, H. L. Green, J. P. Mendum, J. R. 
Monroe, J. D. Shaw, E. ,C. Walker, Ella E. Gibson, L. K. 
Washburn, Nellie Booth Simmons, Jeremiah Hacker, Elmina 
D. Slenker, Thomas Winter, and the Society of Moralists, Han
nibal, Mo. Every one of these gets five dclIars' worth of en

. couragement, while 	 the Secular Society of Rm Jose, and the 
American Secular Union receive ten dollars each. In all, Mr. 
Parsons had just disposed of ninety-five dollars; and taking ·a 
general view of the recipients, and then looking in the glass, I 
do not know where persons and objects more deserving could 
be found. Mr. Parsons gets his income from a life annuity. 
and I often wish that half of the people who never do any good 
in the world were obliged to donate him ten years apiece of 
their useless existence to add to his already numerous years. It 
would well-nigh make him immortal in the flesh, but he de
serves it. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The rtalian residents of San Francisco celebrated last Sunday 
the discovery of America by their countryman, Christopher Co
lumbus. It was one day later than the 397th anniversary of the 
event commemorated.--Dr. C. C. O'Donnell, the man who 
made so close a run for the mayoralty of San Francisco at the 
last election, is charged with being an abortionist, and one of his 
victims now lies in the county .hospital.--Gen. Thos. B. Van 
Buren, who was for a number of years consul-general at Yoko
hama, died in this city last Sunday morning, aged 65 years.--· 
Twelve thousand people witnessed a baseball game in this city 
last Sunday.--A railway station has been established at Sum
merland, the Spiritual colony on the Southern Pacific, five miles 
east of Santa Barbara.--The fall session of the State Conven
tion of Fruitgrowers will convene" at Fresno on Tuesday, Novem-; 
ber 5, and will continue in session for four days.--There were 
99 deaths in this city last week against 100 in the corresponding 
week for· 1888. 

The Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage's Tabernacle in Brooklyn, N~ 
Y.,was totally destroyed by fire last Saturday night. The loss, 
including the big organ, is $150,000, covered by insurance.-
The pastor of the Congregational mission church, Chicago, the 
Rev. C. H. Schuyler, has run away. He was formerly a resident 
of San Francisco, and is supposed to have become homesick and 
started west.--Connecticut has rejected prohibition.--It is 
charged that an attempt has been made by the friends of the 
Cronin suspects to bribe the jurors in the case, and six persons 

"are indicted by the grand jury for embracery.--Judge Ander
son of Utah has refused to naturalize a Mormon who would not 
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renounce polygamy.--The Electrical Execution law is decided 
by Judge Day of Auburn, New York, to be constitutional. The 
counsel of the murderer Kemmler will appeal to a higher court. 
--"Somebody poisoned the altar wine in a Catholic church at 
Oneida, N. Y., and a priest who partook of it narrowly escaped 
death.--For feloniously assaulting a girl a priest named Boyle 
was on Oct. 6 sentenced to death, at Raleigh, N. C. 

A Sacramento newspaper man who has just returned from a 
trip abroad says the managers of the big show in Paris have 
pleased everyone with first prizes. They distributed· gold medals 
everywhere. 

THE REV. MR. CAMPBELL'S "OTHER ENGAGEMENTS." 

Mr. S. F. Putnam gave us a brilliant lecture on September 
27th. Everyone, with one exception, who heard the lecture, the 
subject of which was" The Bible and Modern Thought," was 
highly pleased. One Christian hearer whose bump of veracity 
is not yet developed, and who believes in lying for Christ's sake 
and is not a novice in the art, circulated a report that Putnam 
was a drunkard. Our local Infidel-smasher and Christian author, 
who was to have met Mr. Putnam in debate, made himself very 
conspicuous by his absence. Mr. Campbell agreed to meet Mr. 
Putnam, and afterwards found it convenient to arrange his busi
ness so that he would have an excuse to avoid a discussion. This 
is the way Oregon parsons demolish Infidels. A short time ago 
I saw an article in a California paper from the pen of a California 
reverend who had been on a visit to Oregon, and who spoke of 
his visit to Mr. Campbell and Mr. ,Campbell's abilities as an 
Infidel refuter. He told how Mr. Campbell delighted to meet 
Infidels in debate and how he routed them. That is news for 
people in this section, as it is. a sublime Christian imagination. 
The writer must have been writing under the effects of a deep 
reverential calm. I am not aware of any Infidel being demol
ished by the redoubtable Campbell, outside of the straw man 
that he set up in his pamphlet, "Replies to a Skeptic," Mr. 
Campbell did pummel the poor straw man, the said straw man 
being a good Christian, a believer in a god, spirits, etc. It was 
a one-sided debate, as the straw or imaginary man could not 
reply to the David of Campbellism. It is easy for theologians 
to set up a straw man and with their little theological club of 
slander, misrepresentation, and sophistry demolish it; but when 
a real live Infidel puts in an appearance, where, oh where, are 
the Davids with their slings? Echo answers "where?" They 
take advantage of the advice of the old saying, ";he that boasts 
and runs away will live to boast some other day." 'Tis sad to 
contemplate that in Hillsboro, a city of over 1000 people, Chris~ 
tianhy has not one representative but what spurns the light of an 
oral discussion. The reason is plain. \Vhen Mr. Underwood 
was here he gave permission at the close of his lectures for any 
Christian to take the platform to reply to his lecture or ask any 
questions. Mr. Campbell was present. Some extracts from his 
pamphlet were given to I\Ir. Underwood with the request that he 
would state whether they were facts or falsehoods. Mr. Under
wood replied that they ,,'ere not true, and gave. evidence to that 
effect. \Vhy did not this celebrated Infidel demolisher stand up 
then and there and defend the statements he had made in his 
pamphlet? The reason is plain. These statements are inde
fensible. In that pamphlet of twenty pages every page contains 
statements that Mr. Campbell cannot and dare not defend in a 
public discussion with a representative Infidel. The gauntlet of 
Freethought has been thrown at his feet. Whenever he feels 
inclined to pick it up he can be accommodated by a representa
tive Infidel. Christianity to-day wears the white feather. The 
statement that Infidelity has but one representative in America 
and he shuns discussion is another falsehood nailed to the cross. 

Some time since I wrote a short article for FREETHOUGHT 
·wherein I criticised some statements in Campbell's "Replies to a 
Skeptic." The idea ofa little fish, as Mr. Campbell terms me, 
daring to dispute the statements of the great Infidel smasher 
seemed··to irritate him, and he complained of the severe tone of 
my article-ano!her cas~ of "please don't hurt our feeli~gs." ~n 
regard to my artlcle, I slmply stated facts. I charged ~lm wIth· 
making false statements-statements that he could not prove to 

be true. My charges I reiterate. Let Mr. Campbell disprove 
them if he can. Did Mr. Campbell consider the Infidel's feel
ings when he wrote his pamphlet? He did not even respect the 
feelings of his straw man. On page 10 Mr. Campbell charges 
the straw man with sophistry and misrepresentation, and Infidels 
with excessive depravity. On page I I he charges the straw man 
with prostituting his God-given powers to a miserable purpose. 

.On page 12 he charges Infidelity with cowardice; on page 13, 

with loving to read vile literature; page I 5, th~ straw man is 
charged with dishone5ty; page 19, Colonel Ingersoll is charged 
with being dishonorable; page 20, the straw man is charged with 
wilful misrepresentation; page 26, Mr. Ingersoll is classed as low 
in the mental scale and as being mercenary, not believing wh<1t 
he professes, lecturing for money; page 27, Ingersoll is classed 
as a fool, and it is also stated that it would be difficult for l\Ir. 
Ingersoll to prove himself honest; same page, the teaching5 of 
Infidelity are frogspawn; page 25, Mr. Ingersoll is placed within 
the sphere of heathenism. In the introduction to his pamphlet 
he chlrge3 the teaching3 of Freethought with being deadly poison. 
I will not speak of language used by C~mpbell in his street and 
church talks, but I think I have shown enough to prove that his 
assumed air of injured innocence comes with poor grace from 
one who does not respect the feelings of those who differ from 
him. One thing is certain-every candid reader of the so-called 
"Replies to a Skeptic" cannot help but admit that my charges 
against Mr. Campbell are proven. The clergy of this town have 
in the past written and spoken falsely and unjt1stIy against unbe
lievers, and no one has ever, to my knowledge, dared to check 
them by uttering a protest, and they have been so used to having 
their own way that a protest against their insolence is horrifying 
to them. I propose to protest with all my power and endeavor 
to educate the black-coated gentry to be decent in their speeches 
against Freethinkers. The day for vilifying Freethinkers has 
about closed. 

In conclusion I will say to our Christian brothers, If you have 
not the mental courage to meet Freethinkers in honorable dis
cussion and sustain your cause on a free platform, try to give us 
justice when trying us on your church platform, which is not 
free, where Freethought has no rights extended t.o it to raise its 
voice in vindication. W. C. CLOW. 

Hillsboro, Or. 

OUR LOCAL SOCIETY. 

A committee of the San Francisco Freethought Society sends 
the following circular to members and sympathizers: . 

We desire to call your attention to our local Freethought Society, to 
interest you in its meetings, and to secure your support of the same. 
This society IS almost self-sustaining, the collections at its meetings fall
ing but little short of paying the expenses of hall rent and advertiSing. 
There is at present, however, a deficit, which we wish to make up, and 
if possible to establish a Fund for future occasions. There are no dues 
from members, and we therefore suggest an assessment of one dollar up
on each member who can afford to contribute that amount, and upon every 
sympathizer with the movement. If you are willing to meet this assess
ment, and to pay one dollar, or more or less, for the support of the society, 
please ad\·ise the assistant secretary, G. E. Macdonald, 504 Kearny street, 
to that effect, or, better still, attend the meeting next Sunday evening, 
at 421 Post street, and see the treasurer, Mr. A. H. Schou. 

To this circular the following responses have been received: 
C. E. Spafford, $1; Wm. H. Eastman, ,$1; Emil S. Lemme, $1; 
Pl1tnam & l\Iacdonald (postage stamps); ,$1; J. O. Scott, $1; Wm. 
Noble, $2; Mr. Augusteny, $1; J. E. Palanca, $1; L. Diamant, 
$1; C. F. Burgman, ~h; H. F. Ebers, $1; R. H. Nason, $1; 
John McGlashan, $1. Other donors have dropped the $1 in the 
hat at the meetings without divulging their names. Further con
tributions may be left at this office or with the treasurer. 

THE FALL CAMPAIGN. 

S. P. Putnam has the following lecture appointments in Oregon 
and Washington: 
Eugene ....•.. Or:, Oct•• 17, 18, Los Angeles. San Diego, Santa Ana, 
Coburg....... " II .19,20, Anaheim, Norwalk, Pomona, San 
Talent...... •. " " .22,23, Jacinto,San Pasqual,and other points 
Linkville . • • • .• c c ,·H 25,26,27, inSo.Cal.,Novemberanc\December. 
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THE COMING CONGRESS. 

. The prospects are good for a large attendance from all parts 
of the country, and we intend to do something beside talk. Let 
all who have anything to say, come and say it, "or forever here
after hold their peace." . 

The meetings wiII be held in Industrial Hall, on Broad street, 
west side, betwef:!n \Vood and Vine streets-a very central loca
tion. The building contains rooms of different sizes, so we can 
use smaller or larger ones as occasion may require. The first 
meeting will be held on Friday night, October 25, at 8 o'clock, 
and will be devoted to preliminary business, and probably the 
president's opening address will be deliverecl. On S,lturday A. 1\1. 
at 10 o'clock a general conference will be held, and the regular 
Jmsiness of the Congress transacted. Slturday afternoon will be 
devoted to visiting Independence Hall, Girard Colleg<", ~nd 
other places of interest unless it shall be found necess:uy to hold 
an afternoon session. On S",turday night and Sunday afternoon 
and evening, public meetings will be held and addresses de
livered by able speakers to be announced as soon as the pro
gramme is complete. No arrangements have been made for 
reduced railroad fares or hotel rates. The Girard House (Chest
nut and Ninth) charges $3 per day, and the Bing-ham House 
(Market and Eleventh) and the vVashington House (Chestnut and 
Seventh) charge $2.50 per day, and the latter will make some 
reduction of rates if several persons come together. I recom
mend the Washington House as a rendezvous of the Liberal 
clans. \Ve shall probably have five or sh public-platform 
speeches, and several volunteer addresses. Let all our friends 
and enem ies, if 've have any, come prepared to speak. Let all 
our friends send forward their contributions toward paying ex
penses, at once, or write me what to depend upon. \Ve have re
ceived less than $100 since September 1, and the treasury was 
emptv then. " A word to the wise," etc. R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Pres. Am. Sec. Union, 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia, 
October 5, 1889. 

------~~----------
. CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION. 

SEC. 4,579. Violating Saflbath. Any tradesman, workman, or la
borer, or .other person whatever, who shall pursue their business or work 
of their ordinary callings upon the .Lord's day (works of necessity or 
charity only excepted) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on convic
tion, shall be punished as prescribed in section 4,310 of this code. 

SEC. 4,310. Punishment of acassoriu a/t~r th~ fact. Accessories 
after the fact, Cixcept where it is otherwise ordered in the code, shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars, imprisonment not 
to exceed six months, to work in the chain-gang not to exceed twelve 
months, and anyone or more 'of these punishments may be ordered, in 
the discretion of the judge. 

SEC. 4,582. Finu for violation of th~ Sabbath. All inoneys arising 
from fines imposed for offenses, the gist of which consists in their being 
committed on the Sabbath-day, shall be p;lid to the Ordinary of the 

. county, to be by hiin distributed for the purpose of establishing and pro
moting Sabbathoschools in the county.-Georgia Statutes. • 

That is, the money stolen from the victims of religious super
stition shall be used to teach the creeds of superstition. We can 
imagine that a highwayman would use the money he had stolen 
from the helpless traveler to pay teachers to instruct his sons in 
the highwayman's art. These cases are precisely analogous. In 
each instance the" loot" is fittingly appropriated. The means 
are admirably adapted to the end. The church is the road
agent of the centuries, and the state has ever been her executive 
arm, and is the same to-day~ 

One thousand dollars fine for making a horse-shoe on Sun
day! Six months in a filthy jail, shut out from the sweet light 
of day and the companionship of the loved. for playing a game 
of ball! Twelve months in° the chain-gang, subjected to the ter
rible brutalities of the semi-savage Christian overseer, for stack
ing wheat on the priests' day! One thousand dollars fine, six 
months in jail, twelve months in the chain gang, all for selling a 
ne\vspaper or pulling the weeds from his flower ~ed! \Vas bar
barism ever morebarbarolls with less cause, savagery ever more 
atrociously savage, cruelty ever ~ore vi~dictivel~ cruel ? 

The father is in .the chain-gang. .. He had the audacity to in
snIt. Rev. Illiterate_by digging a 'ditch to carry off the foulwater 

from his cellar instead of atte~ding church, on Sunday.' On 
Monday he was arrested on complaint of the offended Sunday 
monopolizer, tried before a superstition-saturated magistrate and 
sentenced to a year's companionship with thieves and assaulters. 

There is no mercy for him. He is poor and so can get no 
justice or favor. In vain his wife intercedes for him, in vain 
his children cling to papa's knees as he is driven away in dis
grace. Chrislianity is the state religion. 

The poor mother must now toil alone to support per little 
ones. She can do no extra work nor can she pay others to do 
it. The slime in the cellar breeds foul miasma. Sickness comes 
as the sequel of the violation of natural law. The little golden
haired Jessie is laid low with fever. There is no money to get 
the doctor, and the distracted, over-worked mother can do but 
little. The days drag on; the malaria-~ainted blood ccurses in 
fluctuating currents through the bl1rning'b('~y of the little suf
ferer; she cries piteously for" papa," "papa," and stretches her 
tiny hands pleadingly forth, but, woe the crimes of Christian 
men, he comes not, he hears not his darling's plaintive call. He 
sweats and groans under the lash of the heartless taskmaster be
neath the August sun. He has wronged no man nor woman nor 
child, and yet his limbs wear the manacles of the felon-slave and 
his baby daughter's lisping lips must close in death without the 
chrism of the father's kiss, the once sparkling eyes must fade into 
oblivion unblessed by the sight of "papa's" worshiped face. . . 

A fresh little ~rave on the hillside, above which the crow caws 
ominously. A heart-broken mother who sits among her other 
and half-famished children in the cheerless home. An iron~ 
weighted father who starts fitfully and murmurs brokenly in his 
convict's sleep upon the wet, cold ground. 

A sleek dragoon of the church who sits in his comfortable 
room and unctiously reads aloud from the book of Syrian legends 
the story of the poor man stoned for gathering sticks on .the 
"Sabbath," and then this imitator of the Israelites rubs his hands 
in gleeful satisfaction as his imagination pictures John Clark 
chained in the convict camp, and he thinks how closely he and 
his parishioners are following in the footsteps of the" chosen 
people." 

.
Here in his northern home Rev. M. A. Gault reads of this 

southern murder. for the church's sake and grimly smiles as he 
confidentially whispers in the ear of vVilbur F. Crafts: -. 

"Just wait until we get the Blair bill through, and many a pro
faner of the Sabbath on these prairies and in these valleys shall, 
as does John Clark, of Georgia, feel the chastising hand of the 
Lord's anointed. We are the Lord's anointed."-\VALKER, in Fair 
Play. 

"THE Glory of Infidelity" (San Francisco: Putnam and Mac
donald, 504, Kearny street; 22 pp., 6d.). by Samuel P. Putnam, 
is written somewhat after the style of Colonel Ingersol1. The 
sentences are short and crisp, the meaning clear and unmistak
able, and the illustrations striking and effective. "The Infidel," 
according to 1\1r. Putnam, "is he who is unfaithful. . '.. 'to that 
which is established, accredited; to that which almost everybody 
believes to be right. He is the. unfashionable thinker; the 
minority of one." This is cleverly put; but we should have pre
ferred Mr. Putnam to define the word" Infidel" as synonymous 
with" Skeptic," which more accurately represents th~popuJar 
meaning. We could cull from this pamphlet many passages 
pregnant with regal truth, but our space limits us to. one excerpt: 
" Opinions are useless unless they are forged from the heat of 
our own personality-unless they are the direct result of Qur 
mental power. A man may wear liberal opinions as one wears 
a suit of clothes; but, for all that, his body, his soul, may be 
rigidly orthodox. Some people get their opinion as one does a 
dinner, by ordering from a bill of fare: he simply consults his 
taste, or perhaps the waiter, alias minister, who serves with. im
maculate apron and white necktie." Mr. Putnam has produced 
a most readable and useful pamphlet, soul-stirring because of jes 
passionate earnestness, and irresistible because of its simple elo

. q~ence and manly heroism.--\Vatts's Literary Guide (LondQn). 
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DID JESUS CHRIST RISE PROM THE DEAD? * 

XI. 

But we must not give Paul the credit of being the first to cul
tivate sedulously that fine art known as-" Lying for the Glory of 
God." The art had been practiced with succe3S and profit long 
before his time, and had in his age reached an acme of perfec
tion to \vhich it has hardly attained since; and of this the Chris
tian scriptures and faith had the fullest advantage. "It appears 
from evidence ,superior to all exception that a pernicious maxim 
which was current not only in the schools of the Egyptians, the 
Platonists, and the Pythagoreans, but also of the Jews, was very 
early recognized by the Christians, and soon found among them 
numerous patrons-namely, that those who made it their busi
ness to deceive, with a view of promoting the cause of truth, 
were deserdng rathez;.of commendation than censure." (Mosheim, 
Early ChristianS',"ii.---'7.) Speaking of the early days of Christian
ity, a reverend churchman remarks: "There never was any 
period of time in all ecclesiastical history in which so many rank 
heresies \vere publicly professed, nor in which so many spurious 
books were forged, and published by the Christians under the 
names of Christ and the Apostles and the Apostolic writers, as in 
those primitive ages, several of which forged books are frequently 
cited and and applied to the defense of Christianity by the most 
eminent fathers of the same ages as true and genuine pieces, and 
of equal authority with the scriptures themselves." (Rev. Con
yers Middleton, D.D., in Introductory Discourse, p. 87.) And 
these books were, and are, " of equal authority with the scriptures 
themselves." I challenge any scholar living to point out any 
valid reason why the four gospels which we account canonical 
should be credited with being less spurious than hundreds of 
other early gospels, dozens of which are still extant. Church 
councils and ecclesiastical committees selected certain documents 
and reiected others, often with much doubt and wrangling; and 
often a very narrow vote decided whether a book had been 
written by the Holy Ghost or some forging saint, the Holy Ghost 
and the forging saint having written so amazingly like each 
other. 

When the parson turns up his eyes and whines about the 
" Word of God," he knows that it is not the" Word of God;" 
he knows that it is only a jumble of pamphlets, selected in mere 
caprice from hundreds of other pamphlets, the product of ages of 
"fraud and forgery. When he asserts that what are arrogantly 
called the "scriptures" have any except an accidental pre
eminence over the contemporary and competing mass of litera
ture from which they were selected, he, like Paul and Eusebius, 
lies for the glory of God; and he certainly lies in a manner 
which should glorify God exceedingly when he asserts an impos
sible event-the resurrection of Christ, on the authority of books 
which he knows in his heart have no authority-a number of 
pseudonymous documents, purporting to be written by those who 
certainly did not write them, and coming down to us through an 
epoch exceptional for ignorance, superstition, fraud, and forgery. 
No sane scholar would trust such documents on a statement 
referring to any common mundane event; and yet, forsooth, we 
are asked, on such utterly discredited evidence, to believe in stars 
that never shone, an eclipse of which astronomy knows nothing, 
an earthquake in regard to which history is dumb, and a rising 
from the dead which is subversive of all" experience, and which 
is incredible to all who, in pursuit of their faith, have not lost 
their reason. ' 

It may, to some, seem a work of supererogation that I should, 
in the slightest degree, digress to elaborate my contention that 
the books of the New Testament come to us with the most ques
tionable credentials. It may be urged that every intelligent and 
fairly well-read person is aware of this fact. But, with regret, it 
must be admitted that many intelligent and fairly well-read per
sons know nothing whatever of the exceedingly vague, dubious, 
and fraudulent sources from which the" holy scripture5" have 
been derived. In Christian countries the writers that deal with 
the historical evidences of the established faith lie a good long 
way out of the beaten path of the ordinary reader ;so I feel it es

*By Saladin, editor of the Agnostic JourP'1.l. 

sel1tial to give line upon Ii~e and precept upon 'precept. If I can 
shake the faith of the" believer" in his fetich book, and show 
him that its claims to authenticitv are more doubtful, instead 
of more certain, than that of any other book in existence, I shall 
surely succeed in securing the assent of every candid mind to the 
proposition that a book whose own credentials are notoriously 
unsatisfactory is utterly unreliable-as a voucher; and, for events 
lying on the very border-line between inprobable and the im
possible, like the resurrection of Christ, its testimony is not worth 
the paper it is printed on. 

I have alluded to the insuperable difficulty of determining 
the books that were written by "holy men of God, who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost," and those written by pos
sibly some exceedingly pious and fradulent early father or monk, 
with no inspiration whatever, except what he might derive from 
the wine-cellar. To further substantiate this point, and thereby 
undermine -the authority of the gospels that vouch for Christ's 
resurrection, I shall make only one or two citations on the sub
ject of canonicity--not, mark you, from the writings of skeptics~ 
but from those of eminent Christian scholars. The learned Dod
well, in his dissertation on Irenreus, tells us that, ." till Trajan's 
time, or perhaps, Adrain's time, no canon was fixed; the sup
posititious pieces of the heretics were received by the faithful, the 
apostles' writings bound up with theirs, and indifferently used in 
the churches." "Everybody knows," says Causabon, "that 
Justin Martyr, Clemens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, and the rest of 
-the primitive writers were wont to approve and cite books which 
now all men know to be apocryphal." "The opinions-or rather, 
the conjectures-of the learned concerning the time when the 
books of the New Testament were collected into one volume, as 
also about the authors of that collection, are extremely different. 
This important question is attended with great and almost in
superable difficulties to us in these latter times ... _. For, not 
long after Christ's ascension into heaven, several histories of his 
life and doctrines, full of pious frauds and fabulous wonders" 
rpossibly the resurrection was one of these fabulous wonders] 
"were composed by persons whose intentions, perhaps, were not 
bad, but whose writings discovered the greatest superstition and 
ignorance. Nor was this all; productions appeared which were 
imposed upon the world by fradulent men as the writings of the 
holy apostles." (Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, p. 31.) . 

PUBLIC CHARITY AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

" The number of the insane is on the increase. A~lums do not 
cure them. Mutual intercourse increases aberration. They 
should be kept apart from each other." " 

These quotations are from a recent editorial in FREETHOUGH't 
entitled" The Charity of the Future,".the key-note of which- was 
sounded in another short sentence, to wit: "The future will have 
fewer institutions of charity." 

Experience is teaching us that charitable institutions are curses 
rather than blessings. They augment the evils they were intended 
to remedy. The poor-house may be necessary-that is to say, 
like government itself, it is 'a necessary evil. If anarchy is ever 
able to abolish government, the :alms~hol1s:e will go too. 

But if public charity is found to be a failure-and even worse, 
an evil, how about the public schools? 

The belief is almost universal that education promotes mor
ality. But is it true? 

Education of the young at the public expense has been a 
cardinal doctrine of the six New England states from the very 
foundation of the colonies. 

The six southern' states, to wit: Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, all left the educa';' 
tional control of children in the hands of parents; and there 
were very little of the public-shcool system in these states down 
to 1860. . 

Now for some statistics from the census of 1860: 
Proportion of illiterate native-born adult white inhabitants: 
In the six New England States, one to 312• 
In the six Southern States, one to I Z. 

_Proportion of native-born white criminals: 
In the six New England States, one _to 1,684. 
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In the six Southern States, one to 6,670. 
Proportion of native-born paupers: 
In: the six New England States, one to 178. 
In the six Southern States, one to 345. 
As regards insanity the census report of 1870 shows, of the 

riative-born white inhabitants: 
In the six New England States, one to 800. 
In the six Southern States, one to 1,682. 
These figures are.compiled from the census reports by the Hon. 

Zach. Montgomery, of California, now sojourning in \Vashington, 
who professes to be a Roman Catholic without sectarian bias. 
He not only elaborates the statistics through the three decades, 
1860, 1870, and 1880, but shows the comparative results as re
gards the proportion of suicides, of paupers, and of deaths from 
syphilis. And these results are even more unfavorable to New 
England than those already given. 

But what does Mr. Montgomery want to prove by these sta
tistics? That education increases crime, pauperism, insanity, 
suicide, and deaths from syphilis? By no means. On the con
trary, he starts out with this assumption: . 

~, Can it be denied that nn educated people are more moral and virtu. 
ous, more contented, happy, and law-abiding, than an ignorant people? 
... , It is very true that ignora1tu £s the mother of v£u. It is also 
true that an educated people, if prop~rly educated, are more moral, 
virtuous,contented, happy, and law-abiding than an ignorant people." 

The italics are his own, and he adds: 
" Thus far we think there can be no difference of opinion between the 

most inveterate supporter of the New England public-school system and 
ourselves." 

And now what does ~Vrr. Montgomery propose as a remedy for 
the frightfully vicious public-school system? As a Catholic he 
believes in a religious education; nevertheless, he is opposed to 
taxing the public for it. He would therefore restrict public 
secular education to the rudimentary branches, and allow only 
the children of poor parents to be instructed free of cost. Under 
this system he believes that private schools would be vastly mul.;. 
tiplied. .. 

Mr. Montgomery is opposed to all sectarian use of the public 
schools, and thinks it would be .as dangerou::; to liberty for 
Catholics to get control of them as for Protestants. But believing 
that religion should be taught to the children, and mainly by the 
parent. he would practically abolish the present public-school SYS-
tem by reducing it to a minimum. . 
. Before accepting· the statistics of this country to prove the case 

.as Mr. Montgomery states it, would it not be well for him to take 
other countries?· To compare, for instance, Germany with Italy 
or Spain? Possibly he might not, after such a comparison, be 
able to dogmatic..lly assert as he does on page 35 of his 
pamphlet: 

The man or woman who believes in no God, no devil, no heaven, no 
hell, can never be trusted. 

o ghost of Courtlandt Palmer! rise from the ashes of crema
tion and breathe into the soul of their benighted papist an in· 
finitisemal attenuation of the essence of charity. 
. It may be, after all, a question whether" Ignorance is the 

mother of vice;" but with Agnostics it is no longer a question 
that" Ignorance is the mother of devotion." W. H. BURR. 

Washington, D.C., October 6, 1889. 

DR. M'GLYNN ON TEtE CHURCH AND BRUNO. 

In his address before the New York Anti-Poverty Society Sept 
22, Dr. Edward McGlynn said: 

" At this very moment in some of the churches of this city I 
believe there are to be special religious services to protest against 
the protest that was recently made in Rome largely against the 
burning of man at the stake because he would not retract what, 
no doubt, he must have honestly believed. I am not here to ad
vocate the philosophical vagaries or the theological heresies of a 
man who was burned alive in Rome in the year 1600. I do not 
agree with his philosophy, still less do I agree with his theology; 
but it seems to me that he must have been an honest man. He 
suffered seven years' incarceration, and at the end was led out to 
be burned at the stake. During any moment of those seven 

years by a recantation, by retracting his errors, he could have 
saved himself from burning, and could have obtained his liberty. 
The fact that he did not recant made me feel that he was an 
honest man. It matters not so much to me whether what he 
taught was true or not, I do love to believe that as that man 
walked to the stake to be burned alive he went a martyr to that 
truth of truths, that a man must obey the dictates of his con· 
science, which is to him the voice of God. I would take my 
place rather with the man then and there at the stake than with 
the man who was applying the torch to the fagots; although, I 
make haste to explain, I would have agreed almost entirely with 
the theology of the man who was setting fire to the fagot~, and 
not very much with the theology of Giordano Bruno." 

A PICTURE OP VOLTAIRE. 

The French embassador at Rome has had the good fortu~e of 
asingular" find," A famous portrait of Voltaire has been miss
ing for more than half a century. The most celebrated of his 
statues, and nearly all his likenesses represent the philosopher in 
his old age, but there was a portrait known to have been painted 
by Largiliere in 1718, when Voltaire was only 24-" the bright
est young fellow in the world," as Carlyle describes him. This 
is the portrait that M. Mariani 'discovered and exhibited at his 
first reception in the Farnese palace a few nights ago. Its value 
is even enhanced; for a characteristic anecdote explains how it 
came into the possession of its late owner. Voltaire in his old 
age had a great desire to meet the Marquise de Vilette, one of 
the many flames of his youth. The lady had survived her beauty 
and did not care for the interview. Voltaire was piqued, and 
wrote first a quatrain on the refusal, which he followed up by 
sending a portrait of himself as the court-beauty may have re· 
membered him when they were both young. Indeed, for the 
purpose, he took it away from his adopted daughter, to \vhom he 
had presented it fifty years before. The lady retained the picture 
and bequeathed it to her nephew, Baron Varicourt, from whom 
the embassador acquired it. The pedigree, therefore, is without 
a flaw. A medallion head in Beauhamais' edition of Voltaire's 
works has evidently been inspired by Largiliere's portrait.-Pall 
Mall Gazette. 

POR REVENUE ONLY. 

If churches are a "public benefit," and as such entitled to ex
emption from taxation, why should they not for the same reason 
be supported by a tax upon the remaining property? The new 
M. E. church now being built in Stockton is to cost $55,000
contract price. The corporation (individually wealthy) is itself 
a large real estate owner, and was incorporated about one year 
ago, as the papers stated, "(or business purposes." This pious 
corporation will probably join in the holy crusade against the 
taxation of church property and ask for its exemption by our 
next legislature. 

The Sunday-schools, it seems, are also to be organized as pay· 
ing adjuncts to this all-devouring heavenly greed, as is shown by 
the following from the Stockton Independent of Oct. 4, 1889: 

" The Sunday.school Board of the Central ~. E. church, which holds 
its meetings once every three months, met m the church last Tuesday 
evening. The Sunday-school still OWI!S of! its pledges t,?wards ~he 
building of the new church about $1300, whIch must be raIsed dUrIng 
the ensuing year. It was thought that the nex.t Christmas entertainmtnt 
would bring in some money that could be applIed on the pledges. Ac
cordingly a motion prevailed that.a committee of .five be appointed. to 
arrange for the Christmas entertamment. A motIOn was also earned 
that a committee of four, aided by the pastor, be appointed to plepare 
a draft of a constitution fO\: a Sunday-school temperance society. The 
pastor was allowed time to select the members for the above committees. 
After hearing reports of officers the Board adjllurned." . 

Turlock, Oct. 9, 1889. J. C. P. 

A LIVELY picture of "Evolution as Taught in a Theological 
Seminary" is given in the October" Popular Science Monthly," 
by Rollo Ogden. The writer finds his material for criticism in 
the lectures on dogmatic theology given in the Union Theological 
Seminary. 
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The Secular Conquest of Wagner. 

To thl! Editors of Fruthotlght: 
p. P. Putnam has come and gone, and, like Julius Caesar, can justly 

say, Veni, vidi, viti! No gospel drummer could ever draw a haH-filled 
house at this place, whereas Mr. Putnam's audience could' not all get 
into one of the largest houses of the settlement. His lecture was highly 
appreciated by nearly everyone present, and only under the promise of 
returning next summer was he allowed to depart. As a rule it don't 
take but,very few 'meetings to freeze out a preacher, which I think is a _ 
very good recommend for the intelligence of the people about here. The 
last collection held here for the b::nefit of the so-called" Good Cause" 
-but which was in reality throwing away money to support a lazy gos
pel sharp better fitted to maul rails fora living than to insult an intelli
gent audience with his nons::nsical and foolish doctrine-amounte,d to 
$2;25 and three firecrackers wherewith to celebrate his departure. How 
much different from this did we bid farewell to Mr. Putnam! During 
his short stay here, he won a place in the heart of everyone that heard 
him, excepting two, and one tlf them don't know whether to believe the 
Bible and take his chances of getting roasted or join the band that ex
pects to go to a more moderate climate if there is a hereafter. The other 
one claims to have had an interview with the most high and holy one. 

N early everyone present at the lect~re joined the S::cular Union, and 
the FREETHOUGHT is to be found ill nearly every household, and no 
preacher could make us believe that our 0111y salvation lies in his foolish 
and nonsensical doctrine. CHAS. G. CASPARY. 

Wagner, Grant Co., Or•. 

A Celebrated Scarecrow. 

To thl! Editors of Freethought: 
I will relate a somewhat amusing incident which occurred shortly after 

Mr. Putnam was here. Papa received a letter from Mr. Ahlberg (a 
Liberal friend, of Gray's River) stating that Mr. Lawrence (Ahlberg's 
brother.in-law) had slandered papa shamefully, saying that he had put 
up the Christian cross to ridicule, that he had Christ in effigy, and that 
he had r.lade his children, Ella and I, go· out and throw stones at Jesus, 
etc., etc. 

How quick the Christians are to imagine things about the Infidel; 
however, they fooled themselves greatly this time. Mr. Lawrence pre
tended to be so very kind as to say he would do papa no harm, but that 
the Catholic church would take the case in hand, and they would pun
ish papa for his dreadful doings. What do you suppose it is we have 
that the church people call Christ in effigy? Why, it is ~imply a com
mon scarecrow. We have a woodshed near the fence, and last spring, 
when the gardens were b::ing made, the chickens would fly upon the 
shed, then over the fence, and were quite a bother; so my little sister 
Ella asked papa if she could not make a scarecrow; papa said, certainly 
she could if she wished. So she went to work and made one without the 
assistance of anyone, and now the church people have turned it into a 
God. What surprised us is that the Christians would ever think of 
claiming such a looking object for their Savior, or that they would insult· 
their God in such a manner as comparing him with a scarecrow, for 
surely it was an insult. For my part I prefer the scarecrow-god rather 
than the God of the Bible, for so far the scarecrow has done nothing but 
good. Perhaps Mr. Putnam remembers the now noted scarecrow, as it 
was here when he made his last visit., Mr. Lawrence is one of the ortho
dox ones who could not stand to be in when Mr. Putnam made his reply 
to Rev. Whitmore last July. 

\Vhen Ella heard the story the Christiani had made up about her man
ufac;Jure, she said, "Well! does Christ look like that? " 

EMMA G. NELSON. 
Crooked Creek, Deep River, P.O., Wash. Sept. 23, 1889_ 

We Have Not Seen It. 

To the Editor} of Fruthotlght: 
" Have you seen the newly imported Christian Hymn-book for use in the 
Stat~ Normal S::hool? If not, drop me a postal, and I'll send you one. 
It shan't cost you a cent. It will do your hearts good to see it. Oh, it 
is a daisy. We have just purchased one for our Infidel offspring, and I 
would not have missed seeing it for the dollar it cost. The author, Mr. 
H. C. Perkins, has properly christened it the" Climax," and I do not 
beli~ve there is a Spiritualist, Freethinker, Liberal, Agnostic,A,thiest, or 

Infidel in the state of California but will readily concede that it takes the 
cake, if not the whole bakery. If the professor of mUiic in the Normal 
School don't commit suicide or fetch up in the insane asylum before he 
gets through this book, he should be presented with a gold medal for be
ing the most patient and best-balanced man in the state. ..The following 
lines I have copied from this outrage on the risinj! manhood and woman
hood attendant upon our public schools: 

In the cross of Christ I glory,' 
Towering o'er the wrecks of time, 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that tIuo' all time abide. 

'Now don't let the following unseat your reason: 

Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
I love to hear of thee; 

No music's like thy charming name, 
Nor half so sweet can Le. 

Oh, may I ever hear thy voice 
In mercy to me speak; 

In thee, my priest, will I rejoice, 
And thy salvation seek. 

The priestly devotion and reverence inculcated by this last verse 
would lead one to think that the Jesuits had Q:!en poking their sunburnt 
noses in it. I really believe if you'd take this pious songster, and inflict 
on your delinquents a few of these soul-stirring strains every week, in less 
than two months you'll not have one on your SUbscription list! \Vhy, 
the very sight of this book caused me, four or five months in advance, to 
fish up the two bolt om dollars to renew my subscription, as the inclosed 
note will show, and for which you will please gh'e me ·credit. Anybody 
not thoroughly soaked in the orthodox superstitIOn, who will waste a few 
moments examinmg this book, will readily understand the full force and 
meaning of Colonel Ingersoll's remark, when he said that a fellow had 
to swear a little sometimes in order to express his contempt for religious 
nonsense. I heartily agree with the colonel, and as the Missourian has 
it, "I have already gone and done it." L. R. TITUS. 

San Jose, Cal. 

A Clergyman's Reckless Statement. 

[The appended letter is self-explanatory. It also, up to. the present 
time, remains unanswered by the clergyman to whom it is addressed.] 
To tIlt! Rev. Afr. life Walll!r, Monmouth, Or., 

DEAR SIR: I presume you will have no Gitliculty in recalling the con
versation I had with you in front of the court.house gate in this place on 
the first night that Putnam an~ Braden spoke here, the conversation be
ing in the presence of Mr. Thos. Stewart, Jr., and others. During that 
conversation I had occasion to refer to Paine's" Age of Reason." You then 
made the statement that you" would defy any man to find another book 
in the English langaage, of equal size, containing the tenth part as many 
'ifs' as that book." That it was a bundle of" ifs," or words to that 
effect. I replied that I never noticed it, and, as my attention had never 
been called to it, I could not at that time dispute it, but even if it were 
true it was no answer to the arguments therein contained. That no one 
disputes the truths of algebra and yet it contains many" ifs" and sup
positions. You said, also, that you had read the work. 

As soon as I had time I examined into the matter and I found that 
your statement in regard to the number of "ifs" was entirely and abso. 
lutely without any foundation whatever. In fact, 1 might go to the op
posite extreme and say that for a book which is almost wholly argumenta
tive it has as few ifs as any I ever saw. You have the appearance and 
reputation of being an honest man. The question then arises, Why did 
you make that statement? You must have made It knowing it to be un
true (whi.ch I don't believe at all) or else you made it without knowing 
whether It was true or not. 

Believing, as I do, that you mean to be honest and fair, it is hard for 
me to understand why you did this. But I will hazard a gue~s, and it 
is this: You have never read the book, and you have heard some eminent 
defender of faith (like the Rev. Clark Braden, for instance) make this as
sertion, and you, in the innocence of your heart, have accepted it as 
" gospel truth." It certainly has a:; much truth as many of the state
ments made by that gentleman (?) and no- more. Apologizing for thus 
addressing you, and assuring you that I never would have done so had I 
not believed you to be honest and sincere, I close by asking you if you 
will kindly explain to me how and why you were led into making such a 
misstatement; and hoping that your explan:\tion will be such that I can 
5till relain the good opinion I formed of you at our first acquaintance, I 
am yours very respectfully, S. B. HUSTON. 

Hillsboro, Or., July 31, 1888. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 

--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTlOX OF-

ORIGINAL AN SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND lI1USIC) 

For Liberal and · Eth ical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

J'rice ..........................$1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. \VASHBURN, 

Revere. M~ass. 

J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 

eight chapters in refutation of the assumptioll 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A dear exposition of the 

Tennyson's Lates . 
THE THROSTI.E. 

"Summer is coming, Summer is coming," 
I know it. I know it, I know it. 

Light again. leaf again, life again, love again, 
Yes, my wild little poet. 

Sing the New Year.in under the blue, 
L2.st year you sang it as gladly. 

"New, new, new, new 1" Is it then so new 
That you should carol so madly? 

"Love again, song again, nest again, young 
again I" 

Never a prophet so crazy; 
Al1d hardly a daisy as yet, little friend, 

See, there is hardly a daisy., 

"Here again, here; here, here. happy year," 
o warble, unbidden, unbidden. 

Summer is coming, is coming, my dear, 
And all the Winters are hidden. 

CORRECTED BY THE PORTLAND ADVERTISER. 
Lord Tennyson b~gins his new poem with the 

untimely assertion: 
Summer is coming, summer is coming. 

I know it. I know it, I know it. 
This is undoubtedly true, but winter is com

ing first, oh blow it, oh blow it. oh blow it! 

biblical story 01 man's creation and curse, theo. Immortal Nature. 
10.giCallY denominated "the fall." Price 10 IRoll on. ye stars. exult in youthful prime, 
cents. , 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 

Price, 15 cents. Address 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

C 0 S. P. TA Y LO R & ., 
Manuflolcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, J!lews, ,Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS. TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 


w. Ft•• HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

14 karat Gold Searl Pin............ . ......... . ....... $ 4 0 
10 karat Gold, sma'l size Bl4dge Pin.................. 2 0 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin ................ ,' 2 75 
14 kara.~ Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, G 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge l'in ............. ,........ 3 00 
14 hrat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. !:Imall Charm (for watch chain)..... . 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma.} Charm (for watch chaiu)....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold. Large Charm (for wat~h chain),...... 5 (;0
14 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain) ....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond· 14 00 

*This 18 a fuli·bodied diamond, F('t so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. pre}laid. and guaranteed 303 repre

ented or mon"f,uef~t~1' :d~choNALD, 
M Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Mark with bright curves the the printless steps 
of time; 

Near, and more near, your beamy cars approach, 
Or lessening orbs on lessening orbs encroach. 

Flowers of the sky! Yet too, to age must yield. 

Frail as your silken sisters of the field; 

Star after star from heaven's high arch shall 


rush. 
Suns sink on suns. and systems systems crush. 

But o'er the wrc'ck, emerging from the storm, 
Irnmortal Nature hfts her changeful form; 
Mounts from her funeral pyre un wings of flame, 
And soars and shines, another; yet the same. 

A PARSON in the gloaming strolled, 

About his garden path. . 


The wheelbarrow someone had rolled 

Right in his way, alas! 


His shins were very sadly barked, 

His nose the earth had ploughed, 


These thillgs----!!*---"t 

--I! which he straightway remarked 

Would sound bad in a crowd. 


"MR. l\iCCLINTOCK," she shouted, "I 
want you to take your feet off the parlo'r 
table." "Mrs. McClintock," he said, in a 
fixed, determined voice, " I allow only one 
person to talk to me that way." "And 
who is that?" she demanded. "You, my 
dear," he replied softly, as he rem?vedthe 
pedes. . 

HmlE Missionary--" Do you believe 
your prayers are answered, U nele 'Rastus?" 

Uncle 'Rastus-" 'Pends altogether on 
de prayer. When I prays de Lord to send 
me a turkey, it don't come, but when I 
prays de Lord to send me after a turkey, 
I g~n'ly gits it before midnight." 

A CLERGYMAN, consoling a young widow 
on the death of her husband, remarked 
that she could not find his equal. "I know 
I can't," replied the sobbing fair one. 
II But," she added, with a heavenly smile, 
"I mean to try I" 

=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:= 
A system of easily.comprehended rules and 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses. Basques, etc., 

in the most perfect manner. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts 

and Tailor 
systems. It is 

adapted to the mod
ern requierments of dress,' 

and is used and indorsed by 
the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old 
methods as the steam caris to the stage. 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions. $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
a short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matlers of household econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

,Send 25 cents .with bust and waist measure 
and numb:!r of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafled to oroer, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. ~To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms. and straight across the back, drawing , it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 

DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
504 Kearny st. San Francisco. Cal. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 
tllat I have mvented a Fruit. Drier entirely dif. , 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe. will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and' under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc.• to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of tho American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0: 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address. Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

WM. W. NOBLE, 

Iv1erchant Tailor! 

"7222 BTOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 

DRESe surrs A SPECI.ALTY. 
Kearny and Mont~omery St. Cars pass by. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL 'WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quali ty and price. All carerully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50' In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hunting, $33; do_, Louis Xl V. styIe, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD "\VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wi~d; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

. embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAl\IONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at 'least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 · for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S::nt s'ubject to approval, and cash refunded ifnot strictly a~ represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
. Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices .or send better goods. 
SUNDRIES. 

B!st Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 
Gold do., $5' and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 

(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $.1; springs, $1; and ' 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANT TO K ow 
.Au 4bout tM h.uman bodJf.m hecJUh and dit~•• fl4tur.· 6 wet. f'ftItClUd. 
HCHO Life it ~uated.heGUA_~i-a.du n4~cl.tU4Ut.dd4Jfed., 
HCHO Co man"Jf Jfour 01Cn maU. and trannMttHGltAol1waUACo~ttI 
Bead u... tnw' ~r. eo1nprUWnnN and ~ book tr~ng oj 

MEDICAL, SOCL4L .J..1rD SErU..4.L SClENCE. 
whlcb Dr. £ tl(lon declares to be .. pnceless tn value, n l5w, startling
aDd very Inslroctlve.' The lntef t edltlon is more complete and val
uable than ever, bav1ng been re·wrltten In important p It con
ta.lna AN A.PPKNDU or great procUcal utility made up of 

OVER 2 nlIPTIO REaPE8 
rAt I'dua to A4lut • 4l , • 

a c mpt, oJ pOlIO an4 til it do (lrOm a lbOl
tU eB).. lJ,nstn ed directions rOl' the dro (prepared
toJ' Health Board!'), and bygtenlc rules for re or 10 ; alSo 

o IGIN OF I .IFE A.ND LOP 
mclng tbe embryo f rom conception, throngh all 

l1hl.1trate y Over 2 e tIful {)oJ red U , 
on tine plate paper. lIuch as are to be found onl110 h1gb priced, Im
ported me(lIeal wort : nnd to Illustrate tbe anato 1. and relative 
poSition!! Qf Important pa each book Is also embelUabed with 
TBBE"RE1,F.G"~T (,·H () 0 RT8ofVIT&LOIlGAN. 

.Address Muna1 Bll1 Pu J.IaIIJq Co•• 12 , 28" 8&', N. I.Glrcuiars Free. 

Men, Women, and Gods.. A Short History of the Bible. 
• Behig a popular account of. the formation andBy He1en H. Gardener. Introduchon by Robert f 

Developme~t 0 the Canon! -ay BrQQlJon C. 
G. Ingersoll, price, 50 ~etlts, Keeler, rll~~' $0 ~~P.ts, . 

Young Man Brown. 
There was a young man and his name was 

Brown, 
And he wore a short frock coat; 

His hair on his temples it was plastered down. 
And his collars hung aside of his throat. 

His hands were white and his pants were tight, 
And his hair was the color of tan, 

The ladies all said, whether widow, wife or 
. main, 

at Lor me! what a nice young man." 

THEN he came with a whoop and a howl, 

To seek the editor's blood. 

A brawny printer caught him foul, 

And £lahb~d hirn through with the office towel, 

And ·he fell \vilh an aWllll thud. 


A TEXAS g _ntleman being unwell (ould 
not attend church one Sunday not long ago 
so he gave his little son a quarter to put o~ 
the plate. When the youth came home 
his father asked him what was the text, but 
he replied that he hid not know, as he had 
forgotten it. . "Did you forget evervthmgl'" 
asked the exasperated parent. " No/I ' re
plied the boy, calmly; "1 remembered not 
to put that quarter on the plate." " \Vhy 
yOll are a regular little heathen." " I'm ~ 
little heathen, am I? Well, for once the 
heathen got the money that was coming to 
them, which is more than would have hap
pened if I had put it on the plate." 

and 
his 

middle
seminal 

re

•• Private 
an 

many 

'.A.REGULAR EDUOATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN. 
the most lIuccessful (in 

:~~;I;lt~r~vSe~is ~'~ectiDo~~~ 
treats all tholl6 peCUliar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 
weakness. impotency. &c., 
~ultillg from indeacretiOll and 
Igllorance of youth. i'hose who 
are ailing should 6end ten (10
cents for his book, 
Oounsellor," setting furth 
external Application-

A POSITIVE (JURE 

The book i8 ·worth 
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afllicted for reliet. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential. 
Pla.in Envelope~ \\5,0<:. Th~. book spoken of~ Bent sealed. 

Address, DR. }{. P. f ~LLOW S, VINELAND. :NEW JERSEY 
::>ay where you saw tills Advertisement._ 

[From the Washington National View.1 
TIr. Fel1uws. of Vinelanu, .New Jersey offers hIS valuable 

services to all those in .ne8d of a - kind, sympathetiO and 
skillful physician. /:)imiliar advertisements from unroliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press
but , Dr. Fellows, a. specialh.t. in hiS liue, stands foremosi 
in his professiou, aud the encomiums showered UPJn him 
publicly as well as in private. are liattering evidenoes of 
the high apprec;atioJ?- and ~oll~de~ce ~is long and consclen

~~Os~~y~;~i~ff~~ L~~,6:f::ililt~e:a}~ t~~~~~f~~n have 60 

A Testianollial. 
. WEST LJBERT~, 0., Aug. 12.1838. 
DR. R. P. FELl.O;rs-Dear Sir: 'Ihe remedy you sent 

is working like a. cbarm. I am completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss. (seminal weakness) is coming out ali 
right. Yours res~ectfully. J. It. • 

R~lIIA~Ks-Th.e aboye is a fair flample ot the hundreds ot 
testuuoma.ls received from all parts of the United States 
trom young. mlddt .. ·aged and elderly men, suffering fro~ 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest ot all known 
remedies for this class of di':leases. 1\S I am an out.and-out 
Liberal I trust tbe Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and no~ w~te their tilDlt and moutly OJ) 

ChrilItll\.jJ do~to1'lt. ~ ~ D~.. FlI:L~()W"', . 

http:ChrilItll\.jJ
http:testuuoma.ls


FREETHOUGHT. ~71 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime~ It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munallife, ancl he has drawn a vivid picture ~f 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be oi'gailized on the princi. 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig. 
orusly wlitten. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $I. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

0' the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the ~hristian 


churches and Young.Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AhiERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary.of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 1'0 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, So cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD.· 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $1.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S "ROMANCES. 
. A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 

.to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

IMTHE ORDER OF CREATION, 
Ii. DIscussion between Gladstotle, Huxley, Mulle~, Linton 
Reville on the Con1l1o$ between aell~ aud G~olop 

THE F~L\SHIONS 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR. 0000"." ."'0'000.".' ...... ,.,' .................. $25.00 

DRESS SUITS POR .. ,'. , ......................................... 0.0 ••••••• 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR......·..... , ... 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:a:.A.B. F. JBTJ1R.CJrnI.I.A.. N"• 

TAIL.OR, 
-101 PIFTH STREET 101

l~~tvl~.l::$UlxG's WOl~.l<S. 
()P!\CIPIC Cl\.I{RIAGE C()' F"alse Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cent. 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
BUSINESS OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. unexcelled. . Among the subjects con.~ldered 

by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and MorOLIVER IfrNCKLIW SUPERINTENDENT ality; Criminal ~tatj;;tics, showing the creeds 
------~ of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the

Central 'Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 

and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sla.very Telephone 1950. Reform; the·Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. ~J A. REED. . :athers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 

FIRST-CLASS Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 
Bible Morafs. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc

tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
l'rostitution; Murder; Wars ot Conquest and 

BOOTS & SHOES 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; .Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran

P. A. CLARK. cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

eIIAS. w. CLARK. 

DIAMOND VALLEY Sabbath-Breaking. f) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the SabbathNURSERIES. from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is tiiscussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the SabCLAUK BROS., PROPRIETORS, batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin. of Chris.tian Sab. 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T.awc:: ~ Pri('~. 21:; ~ents: 6 couies. it f·SPecialty. 
- WASHBURN'S WORKS . 

Have at Th6ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. Ct> 

Orders Filled ftnd Delivered on Short Notice. Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church.
Pnce, 10 cents. 

Special Attention Given to Planting 
and Caring of Orchards Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

and Vineyards. The Foolishness f Prayer. Price, 10 cents.I 
 o. 

Addres. 
CLARK BROS The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 

- .. ., . Pnce, 5 cents. 
.p, O. Box 0. SdU Jacinto, Cal. Was Jesus Insane1 Price, 10 Gents, 

"_.60C\lu~ 
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.JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED.!FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 


THE GLO~Y.
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

U The Glory of Infidelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New YorIc Truth Seeker. 

._ . Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
a~ a rich' inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth.'~ J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE ~O CENTS.--·' 

Address PUTNAM: & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Ca1. 

INGEl~SOLL'S ,""VORKS.\ 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
· lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum· 

boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
· and" Heretics' and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, So cents; cloth, $1. 25. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger

.. soIl:' 

Some Mistakes of ..Moses. Paper, So cents; 
cloth, $1 25. e 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
c,.~t!; 

,The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Ju(lge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

· . Fisher. Paper, 50 cenls; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
$1 per dozen, postpaid. ~ 

Ingersoll Catechised: His' Answers to a Num
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi· 

: .. ' tor of the San Francisca1t. 5 cents, So cents 
· per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
· of the New York Oburv". By Robert G. 

Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
scents. . 

Address on tho Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
oClavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's. Lectures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. Isober." . . 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES. 

Addresses on the Social Question. 
Clear, Concise, Sparkling, Hdpf.ul. 

"Nationalism," by Edward Bellamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit-Sharing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. 
"The Function of the Stale," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs. E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

~Price for all, only 20 cents ..J!l 
Address The New Ideal, 192 Summe~ st.~ Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

'-5ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office 

WE are told that the following conversa
tion actually took place between a parson 
and a boy: "What's a miracle?" "Dun
11<;>." " Well, if the sun were to shine in 
the ·middle of the night, what would you 
say it was?" "The moon." "But if you 
were told it was the sun, what should you 
say it was?" "A lie." "I don't tell lies; 
suppose I told you it was the sun, what 
would you say then?" "That vou wasn't 

PUTNAM'S '"WORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was madt. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washbur1Z. -	 . 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
'With manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-:-Rob
"I G. I1tC"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, So cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and' dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to.day."-7ohn Swinton's 
PdP- 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put-· 
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Hev3. Price, 10 cents. "A mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-The Univlru. 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the UnIverse, and Its Scien
tific Solution. I)rice, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we deJight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fl1ou's Health 
}IIIonIMy•. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents; 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.G It is well worth reading."-BosIOlS 
Imustiyator~ 

r'rtHIlt;UIt;Uti; A Poem. PI ke, $1. ,,1t' is 
crammed with life, thought and profonnr\ emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinaryrichness and beauty."-Dr:Uenry 
W. Bellows. 0 	 (' 

Gottlieb: 	 His life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hdl. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all mv life before."- Elmina Drake SlmJur. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price So cents. Sold by }>utnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, California. 
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THE American missions to the Zulus cost $31,000 last year, 
and did not result in any converts, but the movement to send 
missionaries to Africa is just as lively as ever. 

THE Rev. William Morrison, who married two couples before 
ten thousand people at the Portland exposition last week, sent the 
association a bill for $50.. " You may think my bill extravagant," 
he wrote, "but you cannot expect a minister of God to make a 
holy show of himself for nothing." 

, IN the excitement over the daily issue of a thousand-page Ex
aminer, the newspaper world and reading public should not for
get to give a cordial welcome to "The Jury," a funny little paper 
edited by C. F., Davis and illustrated by Ed. M. Greene. The 
same is published at 126 Kearny street, and sold for five cents 
per copy. 

THE recent address of Prime Minister Crispi, of Italy, has 
aroused the ire of the Vatican, and other nations are called upon 
to put some sort of _ restriction upon the utterances of, Signor 
Crispi. _This request is significant of the amount of freedom.of 
speech to be looked for in Rome if the pope secures the temporal 
power which he seeks. 

WHEN Postmaster General Wanamaker has made the necessary 
inquiries· as to the religious sta.tus of San Francisco, he will 
probably take Postmaster Bryan's call for more clerks under ad
visement, and if the investigation result satisfactorily, comply with 
his request. Brother Wanamaker, we are waiting on the farther 
shore for a more efficient postal service. 

THE editor of the Signs of the Times does not favor the Rev. 
Dr. Harcourt's adoption of Ingersoll's words, "An honest God is 
the noblest work of Iman," but on the contrary says that" only 
2 Tim. iv, 3, 4, can adequately. explain their approval by a pro
fessedly Christian' minister." The passages cited refer to the 
time when people will not endure sound doctrine, but after their 
own lusts heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears. The 
refined expression, "itching ears," we interpret to mean a desire 
to hear something new, in which case Dr. Harcourt's· congrega
tion should be encollraged. . , 

. THE Sunday-law bigots are working to raise a fund of $25,000 

to prosecute their object in this state .. A finance committee com
posed of Dr. R. H. McDonald, of Vinegar Bitters fame; C. C. 
Clay, and W. H. Cubery have already collected $1,300. These 
sabbatarians do not care enough for Sunday repose to take it when 
left at liberty to do so and they are therefore anxious to have a 
law compelling them to rest. Like the hired culprit in the pul
pit who defends the justice of his own imprisonment, they are 
forging shackles for themselves. Their object, of course, is to 
make people go to church, for, as we have before stated, the 
logical working of a Sunday statute would send people to church 
in obedience to the law, or force them thither in charge of a 
police officer. 

.HUGH O. PENTECO~T observes in the Twentieth Century: 
"There is a poor, distressed Episcopal rector in this city (New 
York). He is the man who has been appointed by the Lord 
Jesus to rule over St. Clement's church. It appears that his 
church is being more and more surrounded by poor people, and 
'respectable parishioners' are very liable to have to brush against 
'immoral women' in going to and from church after dark. He 
has discontinued his evening services and says he will be obliged 
to move his precious flock and their fold out of that neighbor
hood. What would the good Jesus say to this wretch if he were 
here? We can only guess; but we know what he did say to 
similar humbugs in his day. He said: 'Woe unto you,.Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites I Verily I say unto you, that the publi
cans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.'" 

LABOR CONVENTIONS. 

Messrs. J. A. Brooks, J. W. Robbins, and E. Evans have 
called a convention in Chicago to meet November 13, for the 
consideration of certain specified reforms; and in view of the 
same, Messrs. D. P. Rice, J. K. Phillips, and W. A. Bu~hnell 
have called a similar convention to meet in San Francisco the 
first day of November. The reforms sought after by the Chicago 
Convention are enumerated as follows: "The prohibition of the 
liquor traffic, tariff reform, finance reform, restriction of pauper 
and criminal immigration, arbitration for settlement of labor 
difficulties and national disputes, reform in civil service, non
sectarian schools, purity and secrecy of the ballot, and all other 
reforms." In addition to these the San Francisco Convention 
contemplates the advocacy of Woman Suffrage. 

There are some reforms, among those mentioned, which will 
interest Freethinkers, although the majority of Liberals are a 
trifle suspicious of movements which start off with" prohibitiori" 

. or " restriction." There is no reform contemplated by anyone 
the realization of which would ruin so large an industry as the 
prohibition reform. It is said by the prohibition advocates that 
nine hundred millions of dollars are annually expended for liquors, 
wines, and beer. If the men engaged in the manufacture of 
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these products receive on an- average nine hundred dollars per 
annum, then prohibition would throw one million of men out of 
their present employment. _. On the other hand, nine hundred 
million dollars' worth of liquor represents a great deal of human 
misery and some joy. It represents thousands of days' ,:ork and 
many days of idleness. -It represents a tremendous mfl~ence 
in politics, in business, and in social life; bu~ behilld it all IS the 
question of personal liberty-has one man a rIght to deny another 
man the use of liquor, wine, or beer? 

Tariff reform is another question involving rights. Have 
customs officials, acting for a government, any more right to di
vest a merchant of a portion of his goods than had the pirates of 
Tariffa, whence the name is derived, or is the tariff as legitimate 
as any other tax? If, however, it is a violation of personal or 
property rights, the question of its expedien~y should no~ be 
considered. The American people ought to be above bnbery 
and honorable enough not to desire ill-gotten gains, however 
much prosperity they may bring. As thinking people, Liberals 
are deeply interested in this subject. 
. We are also concerned with the question of financial reform, 
including the free coinage of silver, 'greenbackism, and other 
methods of improving our present system. These are purely 
questions of ways and means for providing a convenient circ~la~
ing medium. The restriction of immigration, pauper or cnmI
nal, is more serious. The majority of us have no capital but our 
health which is not unlimited; and if the Sunday law goes through 
we sh~ll probably become criminals by breaking it. Besides, 
reformers who are clamoring for their share of the earth should 
be careful not to deny others enough to stand on, or they may 
be charged with inconsistency and not be able to defend them
selves. 

Arbitration for settlement of labor difficulties is a good thing, 
undoubtedly; and if it takes the form of arbitration between the 
employer and employee on the basis of what the one is willing 
to pay and the other is willing to work for, it cannot be other
wise than satisfactory. Between nations it is vasUy preferable to 
war which is a relic of barbarism. 

We will pass over civil service reform, largely humbug, and 
say that Liberals are in favor not only of unsectarian. p~blic 
schools, but non-religious public schools. Schools 'are mamtamed 
to make educated men and women, and not for the manufacture 
of angels. 

The purity of the ballot is certainly desirable, but not the .secret 
ballot. Let every man vote openly and record not only hIS vote 
but the name of the candidate for whom his ballot is cast. Then 
if bad men are elected to office we may know who is responsible 
for it. We shall also know whether the men who talk so loudly 
for reform are sufficiently sincere to vote as they hurrah. 

In consideration of the importance of these reforms we hope 
Mr. Phillips's convention will be largely attended, and we shall 
be glad to announce the -location of the meeting whenever it is 

"decided upon. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREETHOUGHT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the -San Francisco Freethought Society 
will be held at Union Square Hall, 421 Post street, Sunday 
~vening, October 27, at 8 o'clock. Hon. F. B. Perkins will speak 
on "Freedoin and Slavery.'" 

\VE have received from Mr. A. H. Hoyt, El Monte, Cal., $1 
"or the San' Francisco Freethought Society. 

QUR 'SPIRITUALISTIC PRIENDS. 

. While the readers of FREETHOUGHT may not be convinced by 
the representations of the Golden, Gate relative' to. a future life, 
they cannot help being pleased with the frankness and candor 
displayed by the editor. And here at the outset we wish to ~c
knowledge the superior fairness of Spiritualists as compared ~Ith 
other next..world- advocates. When we asked the questIons 
quoted by the Golden Gate we had not the faintest confidence 
that Mr. Owen would attempt to answer them, but he has done 
so in apparent good faith. \Ve cannot help contrasting his course 
;ith that of theologians, who, when requested to answer kindred 
questions, either ignore them or impute discreditable mot~v.es to 
the inquirer. The editor of the Golden Gate has won for 8pmtual
ists the acknowledgment here made.

So much for the manner of Mr. Owen's reply, which is above 
criticism. Of the matter - we -cannot say as much. It affords 
little chance for argument When Mr. Owen says that" it is 
difficult from the material plane of thought to comprehend spirit
ual things," we are obliged to agree with him; as doubtless he 
would be compelled to acquiesce in the statement that to the 
waking mind the dreams and visions incident to sleep are im
possible. This, however, does not demo~strate the superior re
liability of dreams over the conclusions reached with open eyes. 

Again, when Mr. Owen explains that the spirit world is a reflex 
of this, we heartily concur. The image seen in a mirror is also 
a reflex of ourselves, but as the reflex disappears with that which 
is reflected, we see no reason for investing it with immortality. 
Mr. Owen's further statements touching the conditions of the 
future life are quite interesting, but we do not like to see these 
poor bodies of ours accused of causing all· the troubles incident 
to humanity. There are a great many persons who would be 
much' wickeder than they are if their health would permit; so 
that, after all, the imperfections of the mortal body are not alto': 
gether unproductive of good. When the spirit is willing to do 
evil it is quite fortunate that the flesh is sometimes weak. 

We wish to allay the fears of our valued contributor, Mrs. 
Schwartz, that discussion on the subject here touched is likely to 
divert our attention from the work of Liberalism, or to breed 
dissension between Spiritualists and non-Spiritualists. Because 
Brother Owen believes in another world he will relax none of 
his endeavors to make this one worth living in, and his confidence 
in the truth of the philosophy he has espoused, together with his 
good nature, will enable him to preserve an even temper, no 
matter how deep the conflict. If all Liberals and Spiritualists 
are not prepared to listen to both sides of every question it is 
their misfortune, and they should endeavor at once to put them
selves in a receptive frame of mind. . 

"CHARLES BRADLAUGH is dying" is the mournful intelligence 
brought by cable from London under date of October 22. We 
are 10th t@ accept the significance of these words, and until their 
truth is confirmed we wait in hope for better news. 

SIR EDWIN ARNOLD'S published utterances on the existence of 
hell and the necessity of conversion seem to have put new life 
into the old worm-eaten dogmas. The Rev. Father Sasia, of the 
8t. Ignatius College, spoke thus in his sermon last Sunday: 

"I am at a loss to understand what service is rendered to the moral 
tone of society by those'who, taking advantage of their notoriety, scatter 
broadcast the seeds of unbelief and strive to undermine the faith of Chris
tian people in the existence of eternal punishment beyond the grave. But 
the eternal truths ,of revelation cannot be swept away by gratuitous as. 
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, sertions ev~n of so~styled learned men. I admit that some pretended 
,scientists have succeeded in casting'ridicule on this most" fundamental 
tenet of 'the, Christian religion; but everyone knows that it is easier to 
sneer and scoff at the witnesses than to disprove their testimony. It is 
unhappily a matter of frequent occurrence to hear expressions either of 
total denial or of hesitating doubts lightly and flippantly put forward on 
this momentous truth. Some men, when warned lest what they so ,con
fidently deny might after all tum out to be a stem reality, are heard 
talking of taking their chances. It is plain that no Catholic worthy of 
the name can hold such language without making shipwreck of his faith. 
It is rank heresy, downright impiety, for it implies a denial of revealed 
truth and of God's wisdom and justice. ' The authority of the Catholic 
church, commissioned to teach infallibly all things concerning eternal 
:saIvation; is amply sufficient to settle this question for every: Catholic. 
Here I will content myself with remarking that the Catholic dogma has 
nothing to do with this or that idea which individuals may entertain or 
put forward. What the Catholic church teaches is that those who die in 

. mortal sin shall suffer punishments without end. This is the dogma 
clearly defined. Whatever else may be said about the site of this place 
of torments or abollt the degree and quality of its pains is not within the 
domain of faith, and belongs to those points in which it is lawful to hold 
different opinions without wandering from the Catholic belief. What 
we do know for certain is that those pains are awful beyond description 
and without end." 

What we know is that the Rev. Father Sasia does not know 
anything of the, kind, and when he pretends, through the offices 
of the church, to save'souls from the pains which he describes, 
he is 'a barefaced impostor. This is another thing that he knows, 
but neglects to state. 

CONCERNING the Rev. George Jacob Schweinfurth, the Illinois 
messiah, we have the following information from a resident of 
Rockford, where the !lew incarnation now sojourns: 

" Schweinf~rth is said' to be prospering' grandly. He has a palatial 
home knciwnas' Heaven,' a few miles out of this city. A gentleman 
who recently paid him a visit fold me the other day that Schweinfurth 
had a stud of some twenty fine horses; his home was gorgeously fitted up, 
and among ,the interior decorations were upwards of a hundred wingless 
angels usually-called women. I have met him twice at one of our banks, 
where he was making deposits, and once at the post-office. He is a 
rather fine-looking man ('if it be lawful to call him a man'), somewhat 
below the medium height, of sandy complexion, auburn hair and whiskers; 
wears fine clothes and a silk hat, and would be mistaken fOF a prosperous 
clerk in a drygoods store if the observer did not know he was the 'Lord 
of life and glory,' the veritable God Almighty, reincarnated. It is very 
apparent that the gentleman has learned much wisdom since he left the 
earth upwards of 'eighteen hundred years ago, for now he seems a splendid 
business manager, and is accumulating a very large property, having 
several big farms, it is said, besides the one known as 'Heaven,' which 
is under fine cultivation. I should suppose him to be between 36 and 
38 years of age." 

There are several churches, we understand, founded on a be
lief in this impo~tor. At one of these in Kansas City, Mo., 
ac~ording to a writer in Modern Thought, the w~rship~rs give 
i~ their testimony to the "saving grace of our Lord Geo. ]. 
Schweinfurth." Really it seems that there are no religious preten
sions so absurd that superstitious idiots cannot be found to accept 

them. 

THE passage in the Presbyterian Confession of Faith that is 
making so much trouble, and which certain Presbyterians wish 
to modify, reads as follows: 

"By the decree of God, for the manifestation or his glory, some men 
and some angels are predestinated to everlasting life, and others are fore
ordained to everlasting death. 

"These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, are par
ticularly and unchangeably designed; and their number is so certain and 
definite that it cannot be either increased or diminished. 

"As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eter
nal and most free purpose of his will, foreordained all the means there
unto. Wherefore they who are elected being fallen in Adam, are 
redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his 
Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept 
by his power through faith unto salvation. 

" The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable 
counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or ,vithholdeth mercy as 
he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to 
pass by, to ordain them to dishonor and \vrath for their sin, to the praise 
of his glorious justice." 

This Presbyterian creed is about the funniest old document in 
existence, and it would be·a pity to change it. The idea that 
God has ordained a portion of his creatures to dishono'r and 
wrath simply as an exhibition of his justice is a conceit so bar
barous that, once lost, it could not be reproduced in the present 
advanced stage of c~vilization. 

IN reviewing a recent workon Mormonism the Chronicle says: 
"Why every believer in genuine Republicanism wishes to see Mor

monism rooted out is because it places the orders of a church above the 
commands of the government. In other words, the Mormon will obey 
first the mandate of the head of his church and then the laws of the 
country. If the latter conflict with Mormon doctrine then the faithful 
believer will violate the laws rather than disobey the orders of the church 
authorities. " 

If the editor of the Chronicle would substitute Roman Catholi
cism and Roman Catholic in the place of Mormonism and Mor
mon, his remarks would apply just as truly to a much more 
powerful enemy of this republic than the one he has attacked. 
The only reason, evidently, why this substitution is not made is 
because the editor of the Chronicle is a Romanist instead of a 
Mormon. Both these sacerdotal organizations are founded upon 
the same species of fraud and superstition, and are making the 
same struggle for temporal power. We would as soon see the 
one succeed as the other. 

E. C. WALKER writes in his paper, Fair Play, a very readable 
article on H Editors' Eccentricities and Publishers' Peculiarities," 
in which he criticises th~habits these people have of republishing 
articles without giving due credit. There are plenty of offenses 
of this character, but some editors are altogether too conscientious. 
As an instance, we have recently seen Ingersoll's poem on the 
t( Birthplace of Burns" published in a country paper and credited 
to Texas Siftings. ' 

"WE are purely and simply Catholic," says the Catholic World, 
"and profess an unreserved allegiance to the church, which takes 
precedence of and gives tile rule to our allegiance to the state." 
If Catholics choose to own allegiance to the church-that is, the 
pope-before all other powers, they of course have that right, 
but they ought not to become citizens of any state. A man can
not serve two masters. 

WE were promised the abstracts of several addresses delivered 
at the Portland Convention for publication in this week's paper, 
but as the writers have chosen to forward them in season for next 
week's, they are necessarily deferred. 

THE American Secular Union Congress at Philadelphia Octo
ber 25, 26, and 27, is to be addressed by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
the Rev. Minot }, Savage, and T. B. Wakeman, Esq. 

MOSES HULL will visit Oregon and Washington this whiter" 
arid, weather permitting, will lecture on Biblical subjects. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The rainfall for October in this state beats all previous records. 
Thousands of tons of grapes are ruined, and the bean crop seri
ously damaged.--Postmaster-General Wanamaker has received 
a communication from the ,postmaster at San Francisco stating 
that the work in his office has increased 50 per cent within the 
last three years, yet. the office has only been allowed six addi
tional clerks. He therefore asks for fourteen more clerks.--" 
Aspecial from Washington to the New York Post says: Of th.eH 

silver bullion purchased by the treasury department, $200,000 IS 
destined for the mint at San Francisco, which will be started 
aga1n. It is denied that there is any political significance in the 
renewal of work there, but coinage is $1,000,000 in arrears." 
--The Brown-Sequard elixir has proved a failure in the case 
of ex-County Clerk Reynolds, of San Francisco, who was at one 
time said to be improving. Mr. Reynolds is as feeble now as 
before using the elixir. 

Repre5entatives of the Greenback party met at New York Oct. 
21, and nominated Rev. Thos. K. Beecher for Secretary of State, 
John B. Sullivan of ~estchester for Comptroller, and Jos.eph 
Madison Hall of Hamilton for Treasurer. The other nomma
tions will be made later.--Gen. Green B. Raum has been ap
pointed commissioner of pensions, vice Tanner, resigned.-
Joseph Moysant, the Catholic priest who ran away wit? the wife 
of a well-known Chicagoan some weeks ago, and who IS thought 
to have sought refuge in France, is wanted to answer for the 
crime of forgery.--The coffin containing the remains of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, whose grave at Concord, Mass., was re?ent~y 
disturbed, has been placed in a securely bound box, which In 

turn has been deposited in a grave composed of blocks of granite 
cemented too-ether and securely fastened with a granite covering. 
-:-The ne~t census of the United States will include church 
st,atistics. Superintendent Porter says that. t~e inquiry will be 
broad enough in scope to embrace every religIOUS body, of what
ever name or creed, however few or many its churches and 
members and it will be conducted with the. utmost fairness and 
impartiality. The info.rm~tion soug~t .will be arranged ?nder . 
the heads: (I) OrgamzatIons or Societies; (2) Church edIfices; 
(3) Seating capacity; (4) Value of church property; (5) Commu
nicants . 

. Louis 1. kino- of Portugal, died at Lisbon, Oct. 19. The new 
king, who 'assu~es the title of Carlos I., ha~ issued hi~ ptocla
mati on, in which he swears, among other thmgs, to mamtam the 
Catholic superstition.--The trial of Father l\IcFa?den, a Cath
olic priest, for palticipation in the murder of PolIce Inspector 
Martin of Gweedore, began at Mayborough, Ireland, last week. 
-'-It'is said that the Prince of Wales is incurably sick with 
Bright's disease of the kidneys" and will probably not outlive the 
queen.--The pope gave an audienc.e to. th~ French pilg~ims 
the other day. He is so feeble that hiS VOIce IS scarcely audlble. 
As usual he reiterated his complaints against the Italian govern
ment. 

COLONEL KNIGHT'S LECTURE. 

.• In spite of the" unprecedented precipitation," as a local paper 
describes the late moisture, the usual audience gathered at the 
Freethought Society's meeting last Sunday evening to hear Col. 
H. L. Knight's lecture, the third of a philosophical series on 
If,Matter and Spirit." Professor Miller had spoken on "Matter" 
and Dr. Anderson on "Spirit;" and so the colonel entitled his 
address" The Philosophy of God." 

-Vice-President Lemme occupied the chair and got along quite 
successfully with the introductory formalities. 

,Colonel Knight first reviewed the previous discourses, and 
sp.oke of the subject generally, with much force. He is an ex
temporaneous orator, and elaborates his points in so effective a 
manner that nobody can fail to understand them., He divided 
the schools- of thought on God into four classes: I. Those who, 
hold to the God of the Bible, with all the concomitants; 2. The' 
Atheists, \vho hold that there is no God, and no need for a God, 
but that matter is sufficient to, produce all the phenomena we see 
in the universe; 3. The Bishop Berkeley class, who hold that 
there is no matter, but all is God, mind, and imagination,. and 

that there is really nothing,: only. as we imagine it.:...:..nothing but· 
pictures on the mind; 4. Those who hold that in the operations 
of. nature, .in the creation of the. vegetable and mineral king
dom~, and in man, his race, form, mind, and make-up, God is 
seen, a Supreme Mind, with intent, and carrying out that intent.
, The lecturer held to the last position. He characterized all 

. the others as absurd, and argued that because they were absurd 
and inadmissible his must of necessity be the true one. He re
peated his challenge to all and singular of the other schools to 
debate the matter in any fair manner. '. 

Colonel Knight was followed· by Dr. Anderson, of the Theo
sophical Society, who coincided largely with the lecturer, though. 
offering some criticism. . '. _ ,', .. 

Mr. Paddon addressed the audience on the Bible God \\'ith-, 
some warmth~' rejecting entirely the monstrous idea of a God' 
all-powerful, all-wise, and all-good, and yet preparing a hell for' 

_innocent unbelievers. 	 ' 
Dr. O'Brock next contributed himself to the occasion, and . 

spoke for seven minutes.' He might have occupied more time, 
but he wasted his opportunities by abusing the chairman of the' 
present meeting and of all previous meetings, with casual caustic _ 
references to the writer of these reports, and so he was called to 
order and solicited to take his seat. The doctor means well. we 
trust, and awakens deeper feelings of regret than of anger;' but 
as he has neither the ability to talk sense nor the discretion to 
k~ep still, his suppression is resorted to by the Chair, on behalf 
of the audience, in self-defense, which is the first law of nature .. 

To such points as had been raised in opposition to his own 
the speaker of the evening replied in a few words, and the meet
ing harmoniously adjourned. The next lecture is by the Hon. : 
F. B. Perkins on "Freedom and Slavery." 

'l'HE OREGON CONVENTION. 

[As last week's edition of FREETHOUGHT containing a report of 
the opening proceedings of the Convention is exhausted, we. here' 
reproduce what was then published, together with the remainder 
of the report, which is thus given entire in one number.] 

The First Annual Convention of the Oregon State Secular 
Union met at Masonic Hall, Portland, Saturday, October 12, at 
10 A.M. The meeting was called to order by President C. Beal, 
and music was rendered by Roose 'and Hodgson's Orchestra. 
As a preliminary measure Mr. Geo. H. Dawes moved the ap
pointment of, a Committee on Resolutions, which motion was' 
carried, and the following committee chosen: 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.-Geo. H. Dawes, M. Fitzgerell, Robert 
Laughlin, Mrs. Jennie Vose, Graham, and G. W. Tiffany. 

Upon motion of Dr. J. W. McClure~ of Si,Iverton, the Conven
tion appointed the following-

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.-Dr~ J; W. McClure, S. P. Putnam, 
Mrs. S. C. Todd, B. F. Hyland, and H. Arnold. 

Music by the orchestra ensued, and then Mrs. Mattie P . 
KrekeI, of Kansas City, Mo., was introduced and gave the open
ing address. After' thanking the Convention for the honor of 
being the jh'st speaker, Mrs. Krekel proceeded to a definition of 
Secularism," to p~int out its necessity and the causes which hact: 

_	brought a Secular party into existence, and finally to an exposition 
of its object. In closing she said, "In our deliberations of how 
most successfully to advance Secular work, let us be temperate, 
practical, and conscientious. , Let us remember, as the French 
Convention declared, that I one man~s, right ceases where an.' 
other's begins.' Let us devise some method, adopt some system' 
through which we canutilizemearis, energy, and ability, toward 
accomplishing work in the interestS of which this Convention is : 
called." " 

. After this appropriate; eloque~t address, :whi~hwa's'frequentiy' 
and heartily, applauded, a banner ,was ;presented to· the Oregon~ 



FREETHOUGH'T~ 

State Secular Union by Miss Mattie. Blaisdell. In offering the 
beautiful symbol'the lady 'said: 

Ii MR. PRESIDENT" LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: ' When FREE
THOUGHT brought me the intelligence that the friends of freedom 
in the great Northwest would hold a Secular Convention in Port-' 
land, I asked myself what could 1 do to hurry on this' mighty 
force which will ye~ break the chains on mind and body and set 
a,captive world free? I said I would present them with a ban
ner. Therefore this morning I ask you to accept a woman's 
offering for humanity. , . ' 

"Friends, give me at this moment a mental pledge that you. 
and your children's children will make an annual pilgrimage to 
some chosen place, and in convention assembled, with your .eyes 
fixed on this banner of the brave, sing 'A Thousand Years, My 
Own Columbia.' And if ever war is forced upon us-as well it 
may be-let this banner wave at the head of your advancing col
umns, until every tyrant is removed, to make p~ace for the sons 
and. daughters of Liberty. Ladies and gentlemen, if you will 
work for the freedom of the race with the same devotion of soul 
as the illustrious persons here named, our cause of liberty, truth, 
intelligence, and justice will become victorious to the ends of 
the earth, and the people have but one religion-the Religion of 
humanity." .. 

The banner was elegantly embroidered with gold on a dark 
background-the eagle with the stars-and those noble names of 
Freethought, Hypatia, Bruno, Pai ne, and Ingersoll, with the 
legend "Universal Mental, Liberty," about the spread wings of· 
the eagle. Below is blazing the torch of civilization, and under
neath this flame are the words "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity." 
On the reverse side of the banner the Stars and Stripes float 
above the prostrate cross. 
. President Beal accepted the banner in behalf of the Oregon 

Union, with this characteristic address: : . ~ - . . ~.... ~ . i . - ,.... ( ;; '-"., • ~ 1 . •.Of' _ 

~'Miss Blaisdell, on the part of the officers and members of 
the Oregon State Secular Union, I accept this beautiful and costly 
banner. The first Inscription I see is 'Universal Mental Lib
erty.' If we should go to some distant country and find the 
people chained to stumps and trees, we would feel disgusted and 
return home. But on our return we would find most of the 
people chained to creeds and beliefs, some of them having taken 
a solemn pledge they would never believe anything else. Har
riet Martineau was asked what she believed. She said she was 
a free rover on the breezy commons of the universe. She sought 
for truth wherever found. 

" We find next the name' Hypatia,' the daughter of Theon. 
Father and child were builders and patrons of the Alexandrian 
Library of three hundred thousand volumes, ~hich was burned. 
to make room for a new religion not Pagan. Teachers of 
mathematics and philosophy, they at one time had fourteen 
thousand students. As she was returning from the university a 
band of brutal monks dragged her from her chariot, tore her 
limbs asunder, scraped the flesh from the bones with shells, and 
threw them on the devouring coals. She was so pure, it is said, 
that a sweet smell arose towards heaven. Speak her name in 
whispers, or as you would that ofa .departed sister. 

.. H' Bruno,' the young. and beautiful philosop~er, ta~ght a sci
ence now.accepted by a civilized world. Thrown into a papal 
prison, at the end of seven years he was taken out and burned 
unto death. The other day 30,000 Italians headed by their 
king, with a hundred· bands of music and 1850 banners, marched 
into the field of flowers with their feet on the sacred ashes of 
Bruno, and there unveiled a beautiful monument to his memory. 
For three days neither pope nor priest was seen on the streets of 
Rome.. If ever you intend to pray, pray now that this was the 
beginning of the end. " 

: '" Paine,' the son of Liberty in three em pires; the man who 
said, 'The world is my country; to do good my religion,' I I be
lieve in one God and' no more, and I hope for happiness beyond 
this life;' the man who reproved every slaveholder from the 
president to the 'mudsill' by saying, 'Man has no property in 
~an;' the man who first spoke the immortal words' The free 

and Independent States of America;' the most abused man that 
ever lived-the best man that ever died . 

.'" Ingersoll,' the product of the ages past, the sample man oC 
the ages to come. The world would be poor without him. 

'" The torch.' Primitive man guided his footsteps in the 
dark, until the coming da \Vn, by his torch. . 

" 'Liberty,' the word that all the good have spoken. . 
'''Fraternity.' Yes, brother, I will pull shoulder to shoulder 

with you. 
ce 'Equality.' If you were unfortunate and did not secure· 

enough for dinner, I will divide with you. 
"Yes, Miss Blaisdell, while one of our torch-bearers faces the' 

coming dawn this banner will be borne at the head of our ad- . 
vancing column." 

The presentation and acceptance of the banner were the sig- . 
nal for loud and prolonged cheers. Mrs. Seip next gave a thrill*. 
ing recitation, and repeating "A Thousand Years, My Own 
Columbia," that noble hymn \\las sung by the whole vast audi
ence, with accompaniment by the orchestra. 

Mrs. Lois Waisbrooker foHowed in a fine address to a most 
appreciative audience. The following letter from B. F. Under
wood was read: 

ON THE CENTRAL PACIFIC, Oct. 4, 1889_ 
DEAR MR. BEAL: I write, as you requested before I left Port .. 

land, a few suggestions to be read at the convention. Those that 
now occur to me are the following: 

Since the clearly stated object of the Oregon Secular Union is to 
secure the total separation of church and state, and since in this, 
work the co-operation of all, irrespective of religious belief, is 
invited, see that the speeches, discussions, and the action taken 
are confined to this purpose. ' 

After declaring in its constitution and in its public announce ... 
ments that the sole purpose of the Union is to secularize the 
state-that is, to remove all vestiges of the union of church and 
state, and to resist all legislation inconsistent with secular govern
ment, and asking all in favor of this purpose to join the Union 
it would be clearly inconsistent and even dishonorable to mak~ 
the convention an occasion for advocating or assailing theologi
cal belief and institutions, as such. \Vhether the Christian, Jew- . 
ish, Buddhistic, or other religions are true or not, whether Materi
alism or Spiritualism is the correct philosophy, whether Saturday 
or Sunday is more sacred than other days and should be so ob
served as a religious duty-these are questions beyond the province 
of the Union to decide. The object of the Union is to oppose 
governmental indorsement or discrimination in favor of any re
ligious systems or dogmas, and to maintain that the function of 
the government in regard to religion is to have nothing whatever 
to do with it one way or the other, except to defend all in the 
expression of their views, and in their right to worship (or not 
to worship) as they see fit. ' 

Some persons do not distinguish between state secularization and' 
S~cularism. One means the separation of the church and the 
state-making the state entirely secular in its character, leaving all 
religions to the voluntary support of their adherents .. The other 
means a system of philosophy and ethics, which it is not necessary: 
to accept in order to be in sym pathy with state secularization. 

The discussion of Secularism comes no more within the scope 
of the Union than the discussion of Spiritualism or Calvinism....:...·· 
that is, considered as systems. . 

The provisions for work during the coming year should be; 
limited to such as is required to advance the cause of state secular
ization. The offeers should be selected with reference to their 
qualifications for this work. To select men merely because they 
are zealous opponents of theological beliefs would be in violation 
of the spirit of the constitution of the Union. Most of the mem-. 
bers are probably Freethinkers (in the common meaning of that 
word), but opposition to Christianity or Judaism is no part of the 
work of the organization. . Christian and non-Christian are alike 
elegible to office. 

The office of secretary is an important one. The person· 
electes to this position should be unpartisan and fair-minded, one 
who knows the' difference between the movement for secular-. 
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izing the state and the work of merely attacking theological 
creeds. To elect to this office a man who would make it serve 
his purpose of securing opportunities for himself and others to 
lecture for or against religious beliefs would be a great mistake. 
To make any particular paper the official organ of the Union 
unless that paper is devoted entirely and exclusively to state 
secularization would not, I think, be wise. 

My own convictions on religious subjects are radical and pro
nounced, but I should not think of advocating or advancing them 
if I were to be present at the convention. An exposition of 
Adventism by Mr. Jones would be just as appropriate. 

. We cannot bring together people.of different views on various 
subjects for a specific purpose, and expect harmony and succes.'), ' 
unless the discussions and proceedings are confined to the purpose 
announced in the call. ' . 

,There is a strong sentiment in Oregon in favor of secularizing 
the state, especially in favor of taxing church property, maintain
ing secular schools, and opposing restrictive Sunday laws. I hope 
the convention will serve to strengthen this sentiment, organize it, 
and make it powerfullY felt in the legislation of the state. 

Very truly yours" B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
, The Convention met at 2 P.M. Saturday, October 12, pursuant 

to adjournment. A motion by J. Henry Schroed~r, of Coos 
county, that Messrs. Reynolds, Putnam, and Bell be appointed a 
committee on introduction, was adopted. Mr. Reynolds then 
read a letter from J. L. York, in which he regretted his inability 
to be present on account of ill health, and gave words of cheer to 
the Convention. ' 

A telegram was then read, from Moses Hull, sending greetings 
to the Convention. 

Geo. H. Dawes was then introduced and gave an address on 
"The Principles of American Liberty." 

:: C. B. Reynolds, being next introduced, gave an animated and 
eloquent speech emphasizing the positions taken by the previous 
speakers, and defending the principles and acts of Liberals. ' 

The Convention then adjourned to evening. 
The evening session, Saturday, was opened with an address by 

Rabbi' Block. 
" After the address of the rabbi, W. S. Bell gave his lecture on ' 
II Liberty and Morality," the Convention adjourning to Sunday. 

The meeting was called to order Sunday morning at 9:30 by 
President Beal. Music was furnished by the hand. 
, Short speeches were made by members of the Convention. 

Dr. A. K. Olds, of McMinnville, spoke enthusiastic words of en
couragement and urged persistent action. The doctor is seventy
eight years old, and has been for many years a pronounced 
Freethinker. 

_ . T. S. Derrick, of Benton, made a short adc!ress on practical 
work. 
"J. Henry Schroeder spoke of the necessity of Liberal organiza

tion. He urged that efforts be directed solely in the line of state 
secularization, and that. all elements be organized in harmony 
with this prime object. " 
,- Professor Seymour spoke of the strength and growth of Liber
,alism upon the Pacific coast, and urged vigilance in the protection 
of our public school system from the blight of ecclesiasticism. 

'. The president read a letter from W. H. Breese, of Talent, Or., 
on the work of the Convention. 

Mr. Priestly, of Milwaukee,' spoke of the business and social 
tyranny of the churches~ 

Mr. Elliott, of Portland, spoke of the distinction won by Liberals 
in the defense of the union. 

Dr. Olds said that he had been an Infidel ever since Hacker 
published the Pleasure Boat. • 

Mr. Rawion, of Olympia, said: II I staud before you an ex-

preacher now sixty years of age. 1 spent forty years preaching 
Methodism." He gave an extended history of his experience" 
and of the work he had done since he espoused Liberalism. 

B. F. Hyland, of Corvallis, spoke of the results he attained by-. 
investigation of the Bible itself. 

Dr. A. D. Martis, of Ohio, said: "After organization what are 
we going to do ? To a certain extent churches do a good work. 
The Liberals must educate in truth anti m~ra1ity." , 

Mr. Fuller, of McMinnville, said: "I agree in everything with 
my Liberal friend; Dr. Olds, except as to a future life. He says 
he doesn't know. I say, I do know. But in questions of right, 
of duty .. of justice, we are one." . 

Mrs. F.C. Reynolds, being called upon, made an impromptu' 
speech setting forth clearly and forcibly the situation and the de": 
mands of the hour. 
, Ex-Rev. C. B. Reynolds, being introduced, gave the address of 

the morning upon the objects of the Convention. 
At 2 o'clock Sunday afternoon the hall was crowded to its ut

most capacity, and the great audience, with frequerit bursts of' 
applause, listened to a masterly exposition of state secularization, 
from Rev. Alonzo T. Jones, of the Advent Christian church. He 
spoke for two hours, and it was a remarkable address, coming' 
from a Christian clergyman. Following is an abstract: 

True Christianity, as represented by Jesus, does not resort t~ 
force, but to persuasion. A union of church and state is destruc
tive of its very principles. If the Bible is adivine book, it does 
not need any official recognition. Such a recognition degrades 
it. A government is for natural rights. It is only for this world. 
No state will survive and flourish in heaven. It is for the affairs 
of life as it now is. The natural rights of the non-Christian are. 
equal to those of the Christian. No amo~nf of belief in or at
tainment of the supernatural can alter natural rights. They exist 
with the man himself and are not the prodi.tct of any faith. Gov
ernment cannot distinguish between citizens on account of re- , 
ligion. It cannot go to the intentions of a man. It can only, 
treat of a~tions. To the government, actions are neitherreligiolls 
or non-religious, moral or immoral, but simply civil and uncivil. 
The state can restrain uncivil action, but nothing else. It can 
prevent that which is an infringement upon th~ rights of any in
dividual. It must therefore solely deal with the action. ThiR is 
open and can be witnessed. But if government is to deal with
intentions, with the heart and head, as weil as the doing of a 
deed, it must resort to the Inquisition and by torture wring from 
a man his secret thoughts and then punish or acquit as these 
secret thoughts are judged to be good or bad. Can this be done? 
It is impossible, and if it could be done tyranny of the most· 
cruel kind would be the result. God rules in righteousness, but 
he does not rule by the actions and opinions of men who profess, 
to be his representatives. God rules, but he does not require the 
sword of state. These men, these Christians who are for the 
union of church and state, cIaimto stand for God. Their will is 
the will of God. They wish to judge and condemn, as if they 
sat upon the throne of the universe. The demands of Liberal
ism are just. i..f, They are measures of self-defense. They are not 
aggressions upon the Christian religion. They formulate justice 
between citizen and citizen. They are impartial. 

I am a Christian. I believe in Christianity. I believe it is a 
divine and supernatural religion, but it must win by persuasion 
and by no other means. I grant the right of every man to differ 
from me. If I take away his right to disbelieve, then I logically 
take away my right to believe. If I take the right to punish one 
for non-belief, then I surrender my own right to protest when he 
gets the power and punishes me for belief. To maintain mv 
right as a Christian I must equally maintain the right of the non
Christian. Rights are universal, and if denied to one are denied 
to all. To maintain my Christian liberty, therefore, I must main-
tain the liberty of all. If I use the sword against the Infidel, by 
that act I say to the IIifidel~ You can use -the 'sword on me when 
you get a chance. 

http:people.of


679 FREETHOUGHT. 

,., Justice is universal. It is not for one or for a part, but for all. 
Christianity can survive by justice and without destroying the 
rights of a single individual. Christianity that resorts to force is 
a human invention, and so imperfect and tyrar~ical. It pro
fesses to represent God by acts of despotism. This is not Chris
tianity. The Christianity of Jesus is peace and good will. If 
one can be persuaded to become a Christian that is right, but to 
force one to be a Christian, or to act in any way publicly or pri 
vately as if he were a Christian, is an infringement of human 
rights and therefore wrong, and according to the teachings of 
the New Testament anti-Christian. The demands of Liberalism 
·are as much for the protection of genuine Christianity as for the 
protection of Infidelity. They are for the protection of the rights
of conscience. They are for the protection of religiou.~ belief. 

Chris~i.a~ity m?s~ accept these demands in order to be true to its 
own Ivme mISSIon. . 

Sunday evening the hall was also crowded, there being scarcely" 
any standing-room. Mrs. Krekel gave an able exposition of the 

. l' h 1 b . ·f hi' I'
princIples of natural mora Ity, t e on y aSlS 0 uman egIs atIon. 
Mr. S. P. Putnam followed with an address upon" The American 

asking the. legislature of Oregon to repeal the law exempting church 
property from taxation. And it also asks the board of directors to out
line for the next convention a plan of work by which the influence of the 
Secularists may be concentrated for legislative action at the next session 
of the state legislation, and continue the efforts already made in this 
direction. 

5. Resolved, That this Convention pass a resolution of'sympathy with 
the relatives and friends of, and respect to him who was the thinker of 
pure thoughts; the doer of good deeds; who was for more than half a 
century the intrepid torch-bearer of liberty; who was one of nature's. 
noblest sons; whose genius has moved the intellect of two hemispheres; 
whose heart and sympathies were with the poor and the oppressed; who 
always sided with the weak against the strong; whose purity of mind 

and nobleness of character have-given peace and joy to thousands of human 
hearts; whose memory will be cherished and revered as long as there 
are men and women who love the truth and battle for the right-the 
lamented Horace Seaver. GEORGE H. DAWES, } 

Approved {JOSEPH BUCHER,
by special L. AMES, 

JENN[E VOSE GRAHAM, 
G. \V. TIFFANY,
R. R. LAUGHLIN, 

Committee. 

. 
Com'tee. MRS. S. C. TODD. 

Republic." 	 'Itwas voted that the board of directors be authorized to em-
The Convention then adjourned until Monday. 
The Convention was called to order at 10 o'clock Monday 

morning by President Beal,and m9tion was made by Dr. Calder, 

of Walla Walla, to receive the report of the joint committee ap
pointed by the informal caucus of Friday afternoon. After some 
opposition the motion was ruled to be in order by the president. 

The motion· being put, it was unanimously resolved not to receive 
the report of the committee. 

Geo. H. Dawes, chairman of the committee on resolutions, 
made a report. A special committee of three-Mr. Bucher, Mrs. 
S. C. Todd, and L. Ames-was appointed to consider the report. 

Professor Seymour~'being called upon, made a brief speech 

againstreligiouslegislation; spoke of the dangers of the encroach-

ploy a special reporter for the use of the convention at the next 
annual meeting in order to furnish complete reports for the 
papers. 

The committee on nominations reported. The report was 
received, and the following were elected officers of the Oregon 
State Secular Union for the ensuing: year: 

President, C. Beal, Portland; vice-presidents, C. Rogers, Prineville; 
M. Miller, Dayton; B. Forstner, Salem; Mrs. B. B. Hays, J. McCoy, 
Tillamook; J. W. McClure, Silverton; J. H. Schroeder, Arago; B. F. 
Hyland, Corvallis; J. D. Garfield, Marshfield; H. Arnold, Shedd; J. T. 
Ford, Independence; W. J. Dean, Talent; Moses Hard, Newport; John 
Settle, Lebanon; F. S. Matteson, Aumsville; 'V. J. Booth, McMinn. 
ville; B. W. Dunn, Lafayette; H. B. Nicholas, Portland; A. K. OIds, 
McMinnville; C. Trullinger, Union Mills; O. B. Vose, Ranier; H. Me

ments upon the freedom of themails;ofthepersecutionsofD.Elsander.EagleCreek;W.H.Breese.Talent;P.Britt. Jacksonville; 
M. Bennett, Dr. E. B. Foote, Mrs. Slenker, Harman & \Valker, 
and others. 

After Professor Seymour's address the speciai committee on 
.resolutions 	reported, and, after some discussion, the following 
were adopted: . ~ 

1. Resolved, That the rights and dignity or labor are necessary for 
the perpetuity of the American republic, and this convention recognizes 
the great importance of all reforms the purposes of which are for the ad
vancement of the working people. But the power of the government 
cannot be made conducive to the success of these measures until all 
Christian and ecclesiastical usurpations in the state .are successfully re
sisted, and civil and religious liberty are secured to all, regardless of 
religious belief or non-belief. 

2. Resolved, That the subjection of woman by the Christian and all 
other religion has been a gross injustice to her, and has hindered in 
countless ways the civilization of mankind, and therefore we, as lovers 
of liberty and equality, recognize woman to be the equal of man in all 
the· relations of life; not only as a matter of justice to her as an,individual, 
but as necessary for social purity and the further elevation of the human 
race and the establishment of equal rights and secular principles in our 
republic. 

3. Resolved, That this Convention urges upon all Liberals the impor
tance of organizing local societies, the building of Freethought halls, the 
establishing of libraries and reading-rooms, for the purpose of disseminat
ing Secular principles and the advancement of natural morality, equal 
rights, and impartial liberty. And also urges the generous support of 
FREETHOUGHT and secular papers and lecturers • 
. 4. Resolved, That while this Convention recognizes the importance of 

working for all the demands of state secularization, it would advise that 
special efforts be made to secure the taxation of church property, and in
structs the board of. directors. to. provide, from the funds of the Union, 
petitions to be circulated among the people Of Oregon for their signa.ture~ 

O. Coolidge, Ashland: W. F. Benjamin, Roseburg; J. Laird, Dora; 
Judge Low, Bandon; T. J. McClary, Sta.yton; Wm.Chance, Astoria; Mrs. 
C. E. Haight, East Portland; J. Cleaver, Cracker City; A. J. Shrum, 
Burnt Ranch; J. L. Baisley, Judge Schofield, Baker City; R. D. Allen, 
Silvertoh; E. C. Brainard, Union; C. Scott, Scott's Mill; Mrs. S. C. Todd, 
Forest Grove; W. C. Claw, Hillsboro; F. Hauswirth, North Yamhill; 
G. W. Tiffany, Salem; Mrs. L. E. Bennett, Corvallis; Wright Forshay, 
Mrs. H. D. Mount, R. C. Greer, Silverton; 1. Newman, North Powder; 
L. P. Howard, Canby; R. V. Short, John Vaughan, Butteville; John 
Kruse, Wilsonville; W. W. Jesse, New Era; John Divine, Robt. Laugh. 
lin, North Yamhill; S. B. Cathcart,Coos county; S. B. Huston, Hills
boro; J. B. Hoss, Newport; Dr. Semler, Portland; E. P. Wallace, Amity; 
Reuben Wright, Molalla; H. A. Lee, Canby; - Fuller, McMinnville; 
Mr. Seip, Miss Mattie Blaisdell, Portland; Samuel.French, G. W. Bates, 
Prairie City; L. T. Edington, Mount Vernon; Mrs. Almira Swt'ek, Ham
ilton; Mrs. Hayden, Haystack; Geo. H. Dawes, North Yamhill; Mrs. 
T. B. May, Canby; Mary C. Ordway, Portland; S. C. Derrick, Eddy. 
ville; P. O. ChiIstrom, Thomas M. Hines, Forest Grove; Martin Man~ 
Ding, GreenviIIe; Joseph Bucher, Gales Creek; Mrs. OrIa D. Phelps; 
Newburg; Mrs. Myra Prickett, Forest Grove; Mrs. Sue B. Keenan, East 
Portland; R. R. Hayes, Mrs. J. McCoy, Tillamook; H. Flickinger, J. B. 
Eddy, Pendleton; M. J.Kittering, Jennie Vose Graham, Ranier; John 
Diamond, E. P. Coleman, Coburg; J. Tozer, J. D .. Fountain, Ashland; 
W. B. Davis, Prairie City; Tohn Smith, Canyon City; O. P. Platter, Fox; 
Ed Allen, Long Creek; C. V. Sweek, Hamilton; Joseph Putnam, Monu
ment; Maxwell Ramsby, Haystack;\V. N. Putnam, Benton Mires, 
Fossil; Harry Hawsob, Arlington; Alex. Hardie, Lost Valley; Alex. 
Crawford, Lone Rock; John B. Coleman, Baker City; r. W. Norval, 
Summerville; - Jones, Union. 

Treasurer, A. F. Neunert, Portland. 
Secretary, J. K. Sears, McCoy; assistant secretary, Elva Davidsen, 

Oswego. 
Executive Committee: Lee LaughlIn, North Ya.mhill; R. Wright.. 
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Molalla; B. W. Huffman, La Grande; Gertrude Vose Meserve, Ranier; 
J~ K ..Olds, Lafayette. 

Finance Committee: L. Ames, Silverton; O. Jeldness, Portland; Mrs. 
M. J. Olds, McMinnville. 

A motion to pay the assistant secretary 'out of the funds of the 
. union for work at the discretion of the board of directors was 
adopted. 

A partial report of receipts and expenses was made. Receipts, 
;about $500;. expenses, about $200. Full report will be pub
lished in FREETHOUGHT. 

, . The. following motion of S. B. Huston, of Hillsboro, after 
. some discussion, was adopted: 

Whereas, The Liberals of Washingtoil Territory in generosity have 
contributed a large amount of money to the funds now in the treasury of 
this organization. And whereas, there are probable grounds for believ
ing that some of it was contributed under the belief that a joint organiz
ation would be effected, and the same has not been done; and 

Whereas, It is the desire of this Convention to avoid all grounds for 
offense or ill-feeling and to display t~ our· friends the same liberal spirit 
that they have shown, and which should and does characterize Liberals 
everywhere; therefore be it 

Resolved by this Convention" That the treasurer of this organization 
be authorized to refund all money received from Washington Liherals 
who so desire, and that the secretary be instructed to notify them of this 
: resolution. 

Professor Seymour's resolution of sympathy with Harman & 
Walker was laid upon the table, action in this case not lying 
within the demands of Liberalism as understood by the Conven
tion. 
" It was voted that the board of dire ctors be authorized to fix 
the time for the next Convention. 

A motion by J. Henry Schroeder that the Convention resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of receiving 
the report of joint committee ap'pointed by informal caucus of 
Friday afternoon was carried, J. Henry Schroeder being called 
to the chair. ' The report of the committee was called for. Mr. 
·Bucher, chairman, reported that the committee was practically 
adjourned 'without date 'and he had' no report to present. 

A general discussion ensued, and a motion, that the Com mit
tee of the Whole now rise was carried. The Convention then 
adjourned. 

During the . proceedings the following . resolutions of thanks 
were unanimously passed: 

Resolved, That the Convention tender its sincere thanks to Miss 
Mattie Blaisdell for her generous and beautiful gift to the Oregon State 
Secular Union of the Freethought banner. . 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conventi~n be tendered to the offi
cers of the Union, especially' to our worthy president, C. Beal, for his 
,!otiring efforts to make the Convention a success; and also to all the 
speakers. . 

Resolved" That the Convention extends its thanks to the press of the 
'city for their full and fair reports of the speeches and proceedings of the 
Convention. 

, Resolved, That the thanks of the Con"ention be tendered to Decker 
13ros. ,for their generosity in giving the free use of a fine piano for our 
meetings. 
, The Convention closed with a concert and ball. The follow

hig is from the Oregonian: 
CONCERT AND BALL. 

Last night Masonic Hall was again well filler! ·for the concert and 
granq ball which closed the Secular Convention. T~e first number on 
the .concert programme was un overture by the Aerial orchestra. 

Messrs. Haehlen and Turk followed \\"ith a beautiful zither duet enti
tle\! "Echo im ThaI:' by Conrad: These melodious instruments were 
h~tidled iri a masterly man~er, and the sweet, soft notes made such 
music as 'could be appreciated by the most critical listener.' ' 

Mrs. Reynolds, of Walla Walla, recited" The Tramp Soldier" . with 
feeling and effect, and then Mr. Louis Dammasch sang "When the 
Quiet Moon is Beaming," Schondorff. Mr. Dammasch's rich tenor voice 
was displayed to the best advantage in this selection, and his efforts re
ceived the enthusiastic applause of the audience • 

Professor Joseph Stebinger next stepped upon the stage with his violin, 
and in his own masterly manner he favored the audience with a compo
sition by Henri Wieniawsky, entitled "Legende." He, too, received 
well-deserved applause. 

Mrs. Seip recited a poem entitled "Questions," and S. P. Putnam 
closed the literary exercises with a recitation entitled "Why Don't He 
Lend a Hand ?" 

The chairs were then removed from the center of the hall and the 
orchestd.<struck up the grand march. A waltz Tollowed, and polkas, 
lancers, schottisches, mazourkas, and quadrilles followed in quick suc
cession. 

The dancing programme consisted of twenty-four numbers, and the 
evening was pleasantly and happily spent. Lunch was served at Tum 
Halle from I I :30 to r o'clock. 

The floor committee consisted of Dr. Paul Semler, Captain Charles 
DuBois, Mrs. Dr. Semler and Mrs. McCann. 

On th~whole the Secular Convention has been a success. Consider
able interest has been awakened in the principles of Secularism and more 
active work in the cause will follow. Local unions will be organized 
throughout the state and a more largely attended Convention will pe 
expected next year. 

S. P. Putnam lectured on Tuesday evening to a large audi
ence. At the close of the lecture the Portland Liberal Associa
tion was organized for the purpose of local effort in union with 
the state work. Great interest was manifested, and without doubt 
the Liberals of Portland will keep up an active campaign through 
.the winter. S. P. P. 

Below ~is a list of contrj~utors to the . ex~enses. of the Portland 
Convention. I have always avoided financial and clerical offices 
and am trying, through the great kindness of FREETHOUGHT, to 
make a correct statement. If any Liberal discovers an error" I 
hope he will notify me immediately: . 
G Herald ................ $20 00 J R Mays................ $1 00 
Mr. Forward .... "~" ....•• I 00 David Wittenberg......... 5 00 

H McElsander...... . . . . . . 2 50 Cash............. . . . . . . . . I 00 

Emma Chase............. I 50 Homer B Hollam . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 

J A Reid.. . . ... . .. ....... I 00 H C Comegys ....... ~ . . . . 2 00 


H Wilbem............... I 50 J B Burton...... ... . .• . . . I 00 

Catherine Wilbem.......... I 00 Mrs Eddy................ I 00 

Mrs. McElsander.......... I 00 James Ellis............... I 00 


Chas A Linn...... ........ I 50 J S Martin ... ; ........... I 00 

J M Sliker. . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . 2 00 P C Sullivan ........•... , , 50 

Dr. C B Smith...... ...... I 00 R M Caldwell .. ,... ...... 2 00 


E C Brainard .•.... , , . . ... 5 00 A J Schrum ...•....... , . .. 2 00 

A K Jones. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 Elva E Davidson, ..... , . .. 50 

C Vincent .... , ..... , . . . . I 00 R D Inman .......... , , , . . I 00 

Geo Johnson ..... '......... 2 00 Dr'. N Churchman......... ,50 

James Hougham...... ... 2 00 Henry Gans ....... ,...... I 00 


B Wolfard, , , '.. ...... . . . • 5 00 J M Thompson ......... ,.. 50 

Phil Wilman ........ ,..... 5 00 W B Shively ..... , .,...... 50 

David Wright............. 5 00 Y C Harlow...... ........ 25 

G J Trullinger ... ,.. ...... 5 00 J M Confer .... ,. ......... 75 

Mr. Nelson ............. ,. 2 00 J C Davidson ..... ,....... '50 


W T Booth ., ..... ,."... 2 50 Mary A Davidson ..... ; . . . 50 

John Price .. :~~.:1.' .. , ,',..... I 00 Jacob Thompson.;., .... ,' 50 

H West:·.: ....... ,'; .. ,..... I 00 John Kruse ..... , .. , .. ;... 2 00 

Joseph Parrot.... ...... ... 2 00 Dr. Thomas McAusIin", .. 10 00 

T M Hines...... ......... 2 00 James Jarre!.............. 5 00 


J B Pricket '.'........... I 00 S F Alberts .. , . . . . . . . . . . . • 5 0 0 

M Manning .... , ... -. . . . . .. I 00 Mr. Daniels...... . . . . . . . . 2 00 

G, R Higgins ...........~ . . 5 00 Dan Gainey ... ,.......... I') 00 

John Diamond .......... ~·. 20 00 Dr. C B Smith. . . . . . . . . . . .. ' 5 00 

G G Svensson...... .... ... 2 00 John Diamond ...,......... 5 00 


, A Newman".. ..•.•• . .... 2 00 Mr. Vanschiver ... ,....... 2 00 


B F Hyland...... ....•..• 5 00 Cash ...... , ......• ' .. ~,.. 4 00 

Louisa E Bennett. . . . . . . . . . 5 00 F Hauswirth ........ :,... 5 00 


~\VSargeant....... ...... 5 00 John Castle............... 2 00 


D C~~eeler .. .. .. .•• • • • 5 00 Lee Laug~lin...... . .. . .. . I 50 
J .................. 2 50 W LaughlIn .. ,... ........ I 00 
Thos Eglin................ 2 50 Geo Higgins. .... .. .... .. .. 50 

F DL~!Dl>~r~on.; ••••••••• ,2 00 J Henry Schroeder.... .... 5 00 

E Berlui................. I 00 James McNau~hton........ 2 SO 
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WH Schroder(Life member) $5 00 LSchindler ............. , $5 00 

A J Smith...... . ......... 2 '50 R DAllen...... .......... 2 50 
. J Leudeback. • . . . . • . . . . . . . I 00 T D Allen. . . . . . . . . . . . •• . . 2 50 
M Johnson,..............
J Fred Schroeder. . . . .. . . . . 

I 
2 

00 A WQllard.. .. .. .. .. .. .... 
50 J E Hammond.... . . . . . . . . 

2 
I 

50 
00 

Henry Schroeder. . . . . . . .. . 
T P Brinegar. . . . . • . • • . . . . . 

I 00 J McOrde...... . • . . . . . . . . 
50 M Fitzgerell...... . . . . . . . . 

I 00 
3 00 

~r~d M ~arrison...... . . . . 
nce Robmson ........ , ... 

50 R Scott...... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
50 JP Howard ..... , .....• .. . 

5 00 
I 00 

Mrs. Emily Sc.hroeder...... 
Thomas Billingher ........ , 
A K OIds...... . . . . . . . . .. 

50 Jacob Newman.... .••.•• .. 
5 00 Cash.... . . . . .... ..•• . . . .. 
5 00 Louisa E Bennett ......... , 

5 00 
I 00 

IS 00 
R R Laughlin ..... '. . . . . . . . 
Henry Allen. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

I 00 Martin Miller ..... ....... 
5 00 Samuel Horner. . . . . . . . . . . . 

I 
I 

00 
00 

W Forshay...... . . . . . . . .. 5 00 

Some of this has come in since adjournment. Thanks with
out measure to those wlio gave, to those who came, to tho~ who 
could not attend, and to those who will come again. C. BEAlL. 

MAN A STRANGER TO HIMSELF. 

Why is man a stranger to himself? Why does he not under
stand the laws of his own nature as well as the laws of intricate 
machinery and revolving planets? Why is his nature a mystery
land of phantoms, the source of wild hopes and strange fears? 

A lamp has been lighted. It illuminates the surrounding 
world and universe. Things that looked ghostly and frightful 
in the darkness appear real and simple in its light. But man, 
who lit this lamp, has hung it on the outward wall and left the 
house of his own nature shrouded in darkness, haunted by the 
phantoms of superstition. 

Man has done much to his surroundings, but little to himself. 
He has led the lightning from the skies to take another path than 
its own. He has made monsters of iron that move over the 
land and through the waters as though they were things of life. 
Re sends his messages on the wings of the lightning thousands 
of miles in the wink of an eye; knows the distance of world from 
world and sun from sun. He knows the path of the morning 
star, and thehour'whenthe sun will be obscured he knows years 
beforehand. . . 

He is intimately acquainted with things far away, but a stranger 
to himself. Hi::; own being is wrapped in the shadows of mys
t~ry-a region of fables and fairy~tales. It is the center of all 
hIS hopes and fears-but unknowable, incomprehensible. 

As the obserying individual journeys on through the desert of 
life he is more and more struck with its incongruities and the 
wildness of his surroundings. His mind's sun, having mounted 
higher in the heavens of life, has dispelled the delusive mist of 
fear and superstition that surrounded him in the morning of life 
and now beats down upon him' with the fierce heat of stern 
reality. The traveler pauses for a moment and does his first 
,serious thinking. Here he is well advanced on a jourhey which 
.means-he knows not what. The explanations given by his 
fellow-travelers are strangely conflicting and anything but calcu
.1ated to nurse confidence in a thoughtful mind. There is a babel 
of confusion and contradiction. Somebody is wonderfully given 
to guessing or strangely wanting in seriousness. 

Stand no longer perplexed, 0 wanderer I Can you not see 
that the object of your journey is the journey itself? The mean
ing of life is to live. Life is its own object. And as to death, it 
is a process of .life. Your individuality shall dissolve, and the 
elements and forces of which it is made shall fulfill another duty 
in the eternal process of nature-you shall die the individual 
death to live the universal life. 
. Behold, the day of Truth is at hand I Announce it through the 
valleys and cry it from the hilltops! Already the high mountains 
are robed Ll his morning-glory. Away with the shadows of su
perstition, no need for the lanterns of religion. Truth himself 
will soon be here in all his glory to give a new light and a new 
life to all, "for \ve knO\v that the whole creation together tra
,vaileth and is together in agony until now." 

o that this night to an end had drawn, 
And all its shadows passed away. 

Our souls are longing for the dawn 
Of Truth's eternal day. 

Ex-CHRISTIAN. 

MR. OWEN'S REPLY. 

.FREETHOUGHT requests us to answer the following questions: 
"Does the mother find her child an infant still upon the farther 
side, or will she find him or her a matured man or woman 'of 
fifty years? Will nature' keep the child in a state of arre5ted 
development for two. score and ten years to satisfy the yearnings 
of the parents, or w111 she disappoint them by permitting it to 
reach maturity and age? " . 

It is ~i~cult f~om the mate~i~l plane .of. thought to compre
hend spmtual thmgs~ The spmt world IS m a wonderful way' a 
reflex of this world. It is governed by i~mutable law which' ~o 
spirit can transcend. The spirit body is a counterpart, of the 
mortal body, save in the imperfections of the latter. It is com
posed of the magnetic elements ofthe mortal, has shape weight 
and tangihility. ' 

A child, passing to spirit life, is taken to the heart and home 
of some mother spirit, where it is tenderly reared and cared for. 
T~ere is ~o such thing as arrested ~evelopment" in spirit life, H 

neither WIll the mother expect her chIld to remain always a child. 
It grows to maturity there as here. Mothers here, who are sens
itive to spirit influence, are cognizant of the existence and growth 
of their children in spirit life .. The spirits of very young chil
dren are brought to the arms of their mortal mothers for suste
nance and strength. They sleep upon their bosoms, and many 
mothers are able to sense their presence. Besides, in our sleep 
our spirits often meet and mingle with the spirits of our loved 
~nes on the other side.. Hence, when 'parents awaken to spirit 
hfe, ffOm the unconSCIOusness of phYSIcal death, it will be no 
surprise or disappointment to them that their children have grown 
to the full stature of being. The disappointment would be in 
finding that they had not so grown. ., 

Another question by our materialistic neighbor: "Is the Sum
merland a place of perpetual growth, or of eternal stagnation? 
If the former, then the experiences of this world, all its sorrows 
and partings, must merely be repeated. If the latter it is an 
infinite cheat upon those who enter it in the undevelop~d state of 
infancy." And the writer might have added, as well, the unH 

developed state of manhood;" for here aU is imperfection~ 
~ndev.eloped manhood, as wel~ as infancy.. Eternal progression 
IS an ImmutaJ?le law of the umverse. Just m proportion as man 
becomes adjusted to the harmonies of nature-is obedient to the 
eternal law-will he secure happiness for himself here or here
after. The other life is a repetition of this life in this, that dis
obedience to law is punishable with sorrow and pain there as 
here; but the spirit disencumbered of the physical body, and its 
often debasing appetites and impulses, yields more willing obe~ 
dience to law, and the teachings of wise spirits. If the desire of 
the spirit is for the better life, it soon attains to that life there 
while here it is often overcome and dragged down by its unfor~ 
tunate environments of the flesh, and of evil associations. .In 
spirit life we find our own levels, and are not obliged to fellow
ship those for whom we have no attraction. There are no 
" partings" there of spirits who are mutuallv attracted to each 
other. Kinship does not always mean mutual attraction there 
any more than, it does here .. We shall have all that belongs to 
us in spirit life, and nothing more; and if we would find true 
happiness in that life or this, we must place ourselves in the 'va}': 
thereof by doing good to others, and seeking for the highest good 
in our own lives. " . 

"When Mr. Owen says he knows there is a future life, we have 
to base our belief in that assertion upon our confidence in -his 
truth and veracity; and for ourselves, we do not deny that such 
confidence is severely tested by his positive statement. Wedo 
not know that there is a future life, and we are not sure that it, 
would be desirable. Certainly it is not a consolation so long as' 
it is doubted."-FREETHoUGHT. . 

Very true; and further, what may be positive knowledge to us 
can only be second-hand testimony to our neighbor. Therefore)~ 
we blame no one for not accepting the truth until it is fully de
monstrated to his individual consciousness. For many years the 
writer stood in belief just where our neighbor now stands. The 
idea of spirit existence, or a. fu~ure'.life,was simply preposterous;,'; 

'. ~ ... /. ' . ~ .- -'. . .'. . - ' .. ". .... ~.:-. ... : 
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And he well understands how hard it 'is to give up one's cher
ished theories and beliefs. But he had to do it, to be honest 
with himself. The proof came to ,him in many ways, in his own 
home, in the privacy of his own room, with no other mortal than 
himself present, and many times elsewhere., Should he give the 
nature of some of the evidence he has received, we are quite sure 
FREETHOUGHT would think him a" little off;" but he is certain 
of his entire sanity, as he modestly thinks himself capable of de
monstrating to any who doubt it.-The Golden Gate.- 

MRS. SCHWARTZ. INTERVENES. 

To the Editors of Freethought and the Golden Gate: 

I read in the Golden Gate of last week, as well as in to-day's 
FREETHOUGHT, the article on fI Doubtful Consolation." I believe 
that myoId-time friend, J. J. Owen, as well as the editor of 
FREETHOUGHT, will pardon my__criticism of this article. ' 

Mr. Owen, in our hearts as well as in the "hearts of millions 
of the race," such consolation as was offered in the obituary re
ferred to could find no response; but if it prove satisfactory _ to 
another portion of the same race, would it not be well to let 
them enjoy all the comfort they' can find in such consolation? 
If you or I should attempt to console them-- with our views of 
death and the future state of existence, it would find no response 
in their hearts. You say, (i Why will our Freethought friends 
persist in repudiating evidence of the future life?" I have con
versed with a large number of Freethinkers-as I always lend 
my aid to carryon the work laid,out by them-and I find none 
unwilling to know more of the philosophy of Spiritualism. They 
have given much time to the investigation of it; they have 
searched honestly, but have never been able to secure the evi
dence desired. You have been more fortunate; then why blame 
those who give. forth the best and highest that they have been 
able to attain? Who can do more? The parents of the little 
two-year-old came to the editor of FREETHOUGHT requesting him 
to "add such consolation there may be to offer." He gave all 
that he had to offer. What more could he do? 

. The editor of FREETHOUGHT says, "'Ve do not know that there 
is a future life, and we are not sure that it would be desirable." 
Hlife is desirable to-day, it is desirable to-morrow; if desirable 
next week, month or year, it is desirable through all eternity. 
Again he says, "A child dying in infancy must enter the other 
world an infant. The parents never cease to think of it as such, 
and the mother expects to take in her arms once more the babe 
she placed in the coffin. She may live a half century in that 
hope; and here occurs a question which we would be glad to 
have Mr. Owen answer, since he knows. Does the mother find 
her child an infant still upon the farther side, or will she find him 
or her a matured man or woman of fifty years? 1) Mr. Owen 
certainly needs no one to come to his assistance in answering 
these questions; he is fully equal to it; but as one who has given 
some time to investigation, as one who has succeeded in finding, 
through my own organism, my own spiritual senses, what has 
been sufficient evidence of a life beyond, to me, I want to say a 
few words to the editor of FREETHOUGHT. I have no fault to find 
with you if after honest investigation you have failed to find any 
evidence of a future life. This is a matter beyond your power of 
control, and you have a right to say you do not know, etc.; but 
when you tell us we do not know, when you say that H we have 
not the first iota of reliable information," then you are asserting 
things that you certainly do not know. I am surprised at the 
questions you have asked Mr. Owen, and let me advise you, as a 
friend of the cause of Freethought, to make it your first business 
to sit down with some honest Spiritualist and find out what they 
really do believe in regard to the future life. You say that H the 
parents of a child dying in infancy never cease to think of it as 
an infant." Spiritualists think no such thing. They believe in 
progression both in this world and the next, and when they think 
of their children who have passed on~ it is a pleasure to them to 
think of the progress their children are making surrounded by 
better conditions than can possibly surround one on this sphere 
of action; and while they do not expect. to meet infants, no more 
do they expect to meet them as oldpt7ople, for we understand 
that the spirit never grows old, that it is. only this'material casket 

that becomes aged and decrepit. As far as any of us have gone 
we can testify that we never feel old excepting as OUr material 
condition makes the body helpless, but there is a living fire within 
that burns brightIy,that never gets dim, and we forget that we 
are old; the heart is ever young. I cannot understand why you 
should imagine that if the summerland is a place of perpetual 
growth and development, it necessitates a repetition of the "ex
periences of this world, with all its sorrows and partings." But 
I will stop right here, for I have not written this with any view 
to change your opinions, but simply in defense of a philosophy 
that has 'proved a great consolation to me, not only when my 
loved ones have been buried from my sight, but when the ills of 
this life seem to almost overwhelm me. I am a Freethinker as 
well as a Spiritualist. I want to see each side do their very best. 
I want to see the time that is spent in criticisms of each other's 
mode of operation spent in opening up new avenues of good. 
Each fills his own particular niche, and there are certain lines of 
work that we ~hould unite in doing without dissem,ion. In the 
late war between the North and South, hand to hand our patriots 
fought; little did each care what the other believed. To-day 
our country needs our united efforts, and -these criticisms on the 
part of Spiritualists and Freethinkers antagonize rather than unite 
us. What care I whether a man or woman believes in one or 
fifty worlds? And if he believes in none, it does not change the 
facts of the case in the least. It is too much like the fight be
tween the different nationalities; each claims superiority. Let 
us be men and women-not children; let us take each as we 
find them regardless of belief. If we cannot do this we are nei
ther true Spiritualists nor true Liberals. I have gone through 
life hampered on every hand; there has been by far more cloud 
than sunshine, and still I try to rise above all, try to improve my 
mental conditions; but if at any moment I may be cast into ob
livion and all these efforts lost, if we were born but to suffer and 
die, then life is indeed a failure. But if on the other hand life 
is eternal, and the progress we make here will go with us as we 
pass on, our efforts have not been in vain and we still have an 
opportunity to overcome the mistakes we have made. There is 
hope. The l\faterialists say the Spiritualist can give no evidence 
of another life; what proof can they give that there is no other 
life? 

3entlemen, this criticism is made in a spirit of fairness, and I 
hope you will accept it in the same spirit in which it is given. 

San Jose, Oct. I2, I889. MRS. R. H. SCHWARTZ. 
Golden Gate please copy. 

OUR CLERGY. 

The clericals of the United States are, beyond all comparison, 
the ablest, the most learned, mannerly, and moral of all the 
world. They live in an atmosphere of freedom. They are 
wholly divested of all but moral power. The titles, bh;hop, 'elder, 
pastor, D.D., and all that sort of thing, import nothing, give no 
power, no pre-eminence, and no prestige, except with their im
mediate flock. They have all to earn by a fine person, good 
manners, talent, and eloquence. With these they may reasonably 
expect to earn a good salary, but without them they drop into 
the sere and yellow leaf of poverty and obscurity. ' 

Then in our free atmosphere, where all men are sovereign, 
they acquire a modest decency of expression, in and out of the 
pulpit, th~fle:avesthe barbarous past fn the shade; they lose the 
tone of dIctatIon and anathema, and talk almost ~p to the age, iIi 
deference to public habit and opinion. Our Constitution forbids 
all f~rms of pers~cution . for religion's sake. - OUf people have 
acqUired the habIt ,of domg the same, and the pulpit no longer 
dares to appeal to them in language of bitterness and hate. 
Even the Roman Catholic clergy, always the last to yield to cult
ure and ci~ilization, have ta.ken on ,a new form here. They are 
no more hke the burly pnests of Ireland, Italy, Mexico, and 
South America than a domestic cat is to a Bengal tiger. They 
do but purr .and. whine, whereas in those more congenial regions 
they use theIr stIcks on the flock and curse all creation that does 
?ot believe an? obey. A r,eal, genuine, full-blooded Irish priest 
m. Sal?- ,Fr,ancisco would fetch up in the police court every day 
for some offense against our decent law. So with the priest of 
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the Greek church. They are much akin, and belong to infalli
bility and despotism. ' 

But in California they have to temper the wind to the shorn 
lamb; or, rather, the priest, who is the shorn lamb in this case 
(shorn of all his power for ill), has to temper himself to the atmo
sphere of the republic. He must, or consent to serve his time 
in jail. So our preachers are the best in the world, the least as
sailable, the 'most conformed to science, civilization, and high 
culture. The utter stupidity of the pope and the college of car
dinals is not found among them. The lordly arrogance of the 
English bishop has no place here. The dull ignorance of the 
parish curate or the Catholic monk would die of starvation. Our 
dergy must be capable and up and doing. 

And some are eminent as great men even outside the church. 
Beecher, Starr King, and others have shone in the firmament of 
the republic as men of the first magnitude. Yet-strange is it 
not?-with all these advantages not one of any eminence is to be 
found who will stand up and say, "The Christian religion is true 
and right from turret to foundation-stone, and I can prove it 
against the ablest Infidel that can be produced." , 

\Vhy is this? Do they know too much, or too little? Do 
they know that it is not true? Or do they feel that they are in
competent? San Francisco has some able men in the pulpit, 
and yet not one who dare accept a challenge even to prove that 
Christ lived and died as st~ted, or that the Bible is the word of 
God. Have they no faith? Bishop Kipp is as sturdy and full 
of the Holy Ghost as any man who sits on the bench of bishops 
in England, and as much opposed as they to the encroachments 
of liberty, heresy, and civilization; but he and his, clergy have 
no stomach for a full free debate. The Catholic archbishop has 
a glib tongue and a hundred keen sophists at his disposal, but 
not one who cares to engage in this contest. What a victory 
would it be for his church if he could stay the champion of sci
ence right here in his own citadel I " But no; they do not want 
the honor, or feel that they could not earn it. 

Then there is Dr. Stebbins, really an able man, who follows 
the ,Christian funeral at a modest distance with a grave and sol
emn respect. He uncovers his head. He makes his science and 
learning bow down at the name of Christ. He sings a Te Deum 
Laudamus in a sort of watered way, but protests that it is the 
Simon-pure Christianity. But he also declines to put his watered 
stock before the public gaze for a fair trial. And all the lesser 
lights of the Evangelic churches hide their heads, from Harcourt 
to the Salvation Army. They can all talk in a corner to their 
lambs. They are all valiant for Christ in the face of ignorance, 
drunkenness, and crime. But all alike shun a meeting in the full 
blaze of day with intelligence and manhood. They are all told, 
"Your religion is a fable, a sham, a fraud, with no support in 
science, history, common-sense, justice, or humanity. Prove it 
or admit the soft impeachment." And they decline to prove. 
By that act they admit. All sensible men must hold that they 
admit, and their religion is the baseless sham it is declared to be. 

Our challenge is not confined to San Francisco. It is world
wide. The raving Talmage, the pope himself, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, all the prince cardinltls, all the presidents of all 
the theological seminaries" all the D.Ds., or any, other man or 
woman, all are invited. We will maintain against all comers 
that the fathers of the republic were right, and it should forever 
be maintained, 'when they said, "All religions are t.o ,our mind 
unproved, and every American shall think as he pleases about 
them." H. L. KNIGHT. 

The Exclusion Act Inimical to Missionary Work. ,,., 

At the Chicago Convention of the Interseminary Alliance, 
Oct. 19, a certain Mr. Hilliard introduced the following resolu
tion: 

Whereas, The United States law Corbidding Chinese immigration is 
hurtful to missionary work in China,' , 

Resolved, Thatthe United States Congress be requested to repeal said 
kw. ' 

_ A dozen delegates wanted to speak at once and 'when order 
was. restored many speeches were made in opposition to the res
olution and not one in favor of it. It was tabled indefinitely. 

GIORDANO BRUNO'S MARTYRDOM. 

As the pope has carefully removed the records of the Inquisi
tion from the Holy Office to the Vatican, probably with the view 
that they shall never be used save in the papal interest, and some' 
Protestant papers here have fallen into the Jesuit trap of saying 
it is not quite certain that Bruno was burnt to death, it may be 
well to preserve the following summary of evidence given by Mr. 
C. E. Plumtre in the Antiquary for April. He points out that 
the evidences for the execution are the following: . 
, I. A letter Crom Scioppius, giving a Cull and detailed account of the 
execution of Bruno, which took place on Thursday, February 17, 1600, 
in the presence oC Scioppius himself. This letter having been conclu· 
sively proved to be genuine Crominternal evidence by Mr. R. C. Christie. 

2. Mersenne's mention of Bruno as un athu brulle ell Italie in a. work 
printed in 1624. 

3. The Imperial Ambassador, Wacker, residing at Rome in 1600, in'. 
forming Kepler of the event. ' 

4. The full detail of the trial a.nd sentence contained in the Archives 
of the Inquisition. 

5. The Avvisi di Roilta (contained in the manuscripts oC the Vatican, 
a sort of newspaper in those days) of February 19, 1600, records the ex
ecution of Bruno as having taken place on the previous Thursday, the 
17th. 

6. The Archives of San Giovamti Decollato, containing a notice of 
the execution of Bruno, 'given in all its details. The day of the wet!k is 
said to be Thursday; the day of the month February 16; the year 1600. 

Against this there is only the fact that the last mentioned ar
chives gives the date as the 16th, instead of the 17th, of Feb
ruary, a mistake that might have easily occurred through a mis
print, or from careless writing or copying. Yet, on so slight a 
foundati.o~ as this, the aI:0logists of Rome ~ndeavor to explain 
away thIS mstance of her mfamy.-The Freethinker. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

, Thomas Herttell's "Spirit of Truth, an Exposition of Infidelity 
or Religious Unbelief," has reached its third edition, which has 
just been published by J. P. Mendum, Boston. It is only a 25
cent pamphlet, hut it is neatly printed, well bound, and contains 
86 p.ages of instructive argument and precept. 

Rabbi S. Freuder, a Jewish theologian, has handed us a tract 
written by himself entitled "What shall We do to be Saved? " 
According to the distinguished rabbi the answer is, "Join the 
San Francisco Nationalist Club." Doubtless nationalism is better 
than dam nationalism, but we do not know how much. 

THE Rev. Frank L. Phalen, pastor of the Unitarian church of 
Brattleboro, Vt., will accept our acknO\vledgments for his printed 
sermon on "Rocks Ahead." The" rocks" referred to are not 
Mr. Phalen's salary, but, in his opinion, (I) Socialism and (2) 
Romanism, which he regards with apprehension. On the whole 
the Rev. Mr. Phalen's sermon is a good one. ' 

Col. Garrick Mallery's address before the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, on "Israelite and Indian," ,vill 
be published in the Popular Science Monthly for November. It 
shows the remarkable similarity between the mortuarv customs 
and religious beliefs and practices of the two peoples, b~t Colonel 
Mallery draws a conclusion from this parallel unfavorable to the 
suggested descent of the Indians from the" lost tribes." ' 

WE have previously mentioned Dr. George W. Brown's his
torical and critical review of the" Sunday Question," but here is 
a striking passage we cannot refrain from quoting: "The Prison 
Reports, showing the fate of Sabbath-Breakers, do indeed tell a 
terrible tale. Several of them before us as we write, prepared 
by the chaplains of such prisons, show that ninety-five per cent 
of the convicts had been attendants upon Sunday-schools, and 
that they drew their first lessons in morals from these nurseries 
of virtue." The, price of the pamphlet is 15 cents. 

There are two popular methods of explaining things-the the
ological and the evolutionary. The former may be found set 
forth by the Bible and Bible commentators; the Jatter by scient:
ists. And among the exponents of science there are none who 
write more interestingly and instructively than the contributors to 
the Popular Sci~nce ,E~sayist, published by the New Ideal, of 



-------------------

684 

Boston. The lait numbers received treat of "Evolution of 
Morals," by Lewis G. Janes, and uProofs of Evolution," by 
Nelson C. Parshall. Ten cents per number. 

The "Transatlantic: a Mirror of European Life and Letters:" 
is a magnificently-printed fortnightly publication issuing from 
Boston. The initial number just received contains several valu
able articles drawn from European sources. The price' of the 
Transatlantic is $2 per year, or ten cents anumber, and it is 
worth the cost simply as a thing of beauty. Address the Trans
atlantic Publishing Company, P. O. Box: 210, Boston, Mass. 

THE TWO MEN. 

There is a man who lives in Rome of the name of Pecci. 
This man is the pope of the Roman Catholic church, a large 
religious body that pretends to take for its Lord and master a 
humble peasant of Galilee who lived on earth nearly two thou
sand years ago. This peasant was a preacher, and among other 
things that he said we find this: "Whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be ex
alted." We should naturally expect to find a person who claimed. 
to be afollower of Jesus, meek and lowly, living in plain manner, 
without ostentation or pomp, asking for no honor and treating 
his fellow-man like an equal and a brother. 

Is the pope meek and lowly? Does the pope live in humble 
manner without pomp or show? Does he ask for no honor? 
Does he treat his fellow-man like an equal? Not a bit of it. 
The pope of the Roman Catholic church c1aims to be infallible; 
he is surrounded with more pomp than any mom.rch on earth; 
he asks for honor and demands that all men shall acknowledge 
his right to rule them; he treats his fellow-man as a tyrant does 
a slave; he must be approached with· the utmost obsequiousness, 
and he considers that he bestows a divine favor if he allows an 
individual to kiss his toe. What mockery for this man to pre
tend to represent him who said: "I am meek and lowly in 
heart." The pope demands that the whole world shall kneel to 
him. . 

There is another man who lives in Rome. He is the king of 
Italy. This man sits upon a throne, and the trappings of royalty 
become his station. We should expect him to be proud and 
haughty, to look upon his fellow-men as tools of power, and to 
demand that they pay him undue homage. But we read that 
h the other day at Spezia, as King Humbert was re-entering his 
hotel· after a naval review, he was met by an individual, who, 
kneeling down, presented a petition. 'Why on your knees,' 
said his majesty reprovingly; 'don't you know that a man ought 
never to kneel to another man ?" . 

What a difference in the two men! The pope demanding 
that men kneel in his presence; the king raising a man from 
his knees, and telling him that one man should never kneel to 
another. What a noble lesson has the King taught the Pope!
Boston Investigator. 

A PIOUS MOB. 

~ome very curious facts in connection with the recent lynching 
of: young Robert Berrier for the murder of his mother-in-law 
near Lexington, N. C., have just come to light. A party who 
witnessed the hanging says Berrier was taken from jail at 7 :30 
o'clock and immediately carried to the outskirts of tpwn. under 
a large oak tree. '1.. ! . 

Here the mob stopped and asked the prisoner if he was ready 
to die. Berrier said he would be if he knew he would meet his 
wife and babe in heaven. The mob then informed him that he 
would be allowed time to prepare for death. 

About this time a drummer who was in town came upon the 
scene and asked to be allowed to pray with the condemned man. 
His request was granted and he knelt down by the side of Ber
rierand prayed very fervently that God would save his soul. 

During the prayer many hearty "amens" and such responses 
as" Lord grant it," "Jesus receive his spirit," etc., went up from 
the mob. For more than three hours prayers and regular relig
ious exercises were conducted. ... . . . 
. j A· few minutes before midnight· Berrierexpr~sed a· willing-' 

ness to die. He was placed upon a horse, with a rope around 
his neck andthen, as an appropriate hymn was raised, the horse 
was led from under him and his body left dangling in the air. 

POPE PIUS IX. AND THE MASONS. 

According to an article recently published in a paper called 
the Craftsman, Pope Pius IX., the immediate predecessor of 
Leo XU!., was at one time a membeF of the Masonic fraternity, 
but was expelled from the order for perjury. . following is the 
article: 

"At the semi-annual meeting of the Grand Lodge of Masons, 
Scottish Rite of the Orient of· Pa}(!'rmo, Italy, on the 27th of 
March '\Hl.st,Pope Pius IX. was expelled from the order. The 
decree of expUlsion was published in the official Masonic paper 
at Cologne, Germany, and was preceded by the minutes of the 
Lodge in which he was initiated, and is as follows: 

"'A man named Mastai Ferretti, who received the baptism of 
Freemasonry, and &olemnly pledged his love and fellowship;'and 
who afterwards was crowned pope and king, under the title of 
Pio Nona, has cllTsed his former hrethren and excommunicated 
all members of the order of Freemasons. Therefore, said Mas-' 
tai Ferretti is herewith, by decree of the Grand Lodge of the 
Orient, Palermo, expelled from the' order for perjury.' 

"The charges against him were first preferred in his lodge at 
Palermo, in I 865. and notification and copy thereof sent to him, 
with request to attend the lodge for the purpose of answering the 
same. To this he made no reply, and, for divers reasons, the 
charges were not pressed until he urged the bishops of Brazil to 
act aggressively against the Freemasons. They then were pressed, 
and, after a regular trial, a decree of expulsion was entered and 
published, the same being signed by Victor Emmanuel, king. of 
Italy, and grand master of the Orient of Italy. ... 

PREMIER CRISPI AND THE PO:rE. 

At a banquet given to Premier Crispi of Italy at Palermo Oct. 
4, he made a lengthy speech, in which he declared that it was 
necessary to combat all persons, high or low, seeking to under-. 
mine the political edifice of Italy. The temporal power of the 
pope, although it had existed for centuries, had been only a 
transition period. Rome existed before it and could continue to 
exist without it. Complaints or threats, either from horne or 
abroad, would have no effect. He declared unassailable the ut
terance of King Humbert that Rome forms an integral part of 
Italy, just as law forms a part of the modern world. After assert
ing that the pope possessed perfect religious liberty, and was only 
restricted, and less harshly than in other Catholic states, from 
encroaching upon the sphere of politics, Sign?r Crispi exclaimed, 
"Let the church, now free, endeavor to fnghten Prometheus 
with the thunderbolts of heaven; our task is to fight in the cause 
of reason. II 

The Motion Prevails. 

The editor of FREETHOUGHT suggests that five hundred friend3 
of James H. Barry contribute one dollar. each to make up his 
fine. Yea, verily, and very cheerfully.-Hayes. Valley Adver
tiser. . 

Comphiints ar~ heard from all parts of Germany of the in
creased disfavor bestowed upon church attendance. Particularly 
is this the case in the large cities.:· Berlin. for instatce, has a·, 
Protestant population of over 1,000,000. Yet for the accommo
dation of this immense number there are only forty-seven 
churches and twenty-seven chapels, having a total seating capac- ' 
ity of only 50,000. Even this is too much, however, and only a' 
small portion of the seats are occupied each Sunday. 

W. F. JAMIESON gave two addresses before the Des Moines 
Iowa, Secular Society on Sunday, October 13, on "The StrenO'th 
and Weakness of Liberalism" and "The Conflict between Re
ligion and Science." Des Moines is Mr. Jamieson's present 
address. 
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SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AN SELECTED HYliNS 
(WORDS .AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

C01IPJLED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

]'rice .~ ... _. .......' ............. $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

J.\ D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
Tite Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 

eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story ot man's creation and curse, theo

. logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. . 

The Divinity of Christ.' Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Chri~t has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

S. P. TA-YLOR & CO.• 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Mimi/a, ·.Book, l'lews, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET. 
Below Montgome17. San Francisco. 

H karat Gold Scarf Pin ..•....•.•••..••.•• ~ ..........$ f (I 


11) karat Gold, Imall Bize Badge Pin .................. 2 0 

14 karat G·Jld, BmallBize Badge Pin.................. 215 
14 karat G.,ld, small size Badge Piu with Diamond, $5,6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge l'in.... .................. 3 CO 
H karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... • 00 
10 karat GoM. Small Charm Ifor watch chaIn)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma~l Charm for watch ChaiU} ........ 50 
N karat Gold. Large Charm (tor watch chain....... 5 60 
H karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain ....... 600 
H karat Gold; Large Charm .. .. Diamond*14 00 

*ThIs III I. full-bodied diamond, El"t 110 that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 

ent~~n~r~~~~ya:~~~~eE~ld~~S~nd guaranteed &1 repro
, , . PUTNAM &; MACDONALD.

O! Kearny Street, Ban Francisco, CaL · 

I .He Never ltnowed. 
Old Billy B. was a pious man, 

. And heaven was his goal; 
For, being a. very saving man, 

Of course he'd save his souL 
But even in this, he used to say, 

"One can't too careful be;" 

And he sang with a fervor unassumed, 


Ie I'm glad Salvation's free." 


But the" means of grace," he had to own, 
Required good, hard-earned gold; 

And he took ten pews, as well became 
The richest of the fold. 

Ie He's a noble man!" the preacher cried, 
,; OlJ.r Christian Brother B.," 

And Billy smiled as he sublet nine, 
And got his own pew free! 

In class meeting next, old Billy told 
How Heaven had gracious b:!en, 

Yea, even back in the dark days when 
He was a man of sin. 

" I's build in' a barn on my riYer Carm
A11 I then had," he said; 

"I'd run out 0' boards, an' was {eeden hands 
On nothin' but com bread. 

" I tell ye, bretherin, that 1 felt blue, 
Short 0' timber and cash, 

And thought I'd died when the banks then bust, 
And flooded all my mash. 

But the Lord was mercifullo me, 
And sent right through the rift 

The tide had made in the river banks 
A lumber raft adrift. 

"Plenty 0' boards was there Cor the men, 
And on top 1\'as a cheese, 

And a bar'l 0' pork as sound and sweet 
As anyone ever sees. 

Then I had bread and meat for the men, 
And they worked with a will, 

While I thanked God who'd been good to me 
And I'm a-doin' it still." 

A shrill-voiced sister cried" Bless the Lordln 

The whole class cried "Amen!" 
But a keen-eyed man looked at Billy B. 

In thoughtful way, and then 
Asked, "Brother B., did you ever hear 

Who lost that raft and load?" 
And Billy wiped his eyt$ and said, 

"Bretherin, I never knowed! " 

B:lyville Visitor-U I would like to get 
you to teach me to sail a boat." Boatman 
-"Sail a boat? Why, it's as easy as swim
min'. Jest grasp the main sheet with one 
hand, an' the tiller with the other, an' if" a 
flaw strikes, ease up or bring 'er to, an' 
loose the halyards; but look out for the 
gaff an' boom, or the hull thing'll be in the 
water, an' ye II be upsot; but if the wind is 
steady y'r all right, onless y'r too slow in 
luffin to; 'cause then y'll be upsot sure. 
Jump right in an' try it; but, remember, 
whatever ye do, don't jibe." 

ON .the .Sunday following the Tisit -of 
Forepaugh's circus to Wichita, Kan., a 
clergyman in the p~lpit solemnly drew his 
handkerchfef from his pocket and with it 
came a handful of peanuts. He will be 
called upon to tell the deacons where heh bgot t e goo ers. 

II MARIA," said the pions husband, "them
h I h ' Smit s are a lowing t eit children to play

in the yard on Sunday. To-morrow .I'll 
sic the dog on their chickens. .The judg
ment of heaven must be .visited on 'em 
·some' ,,·ay.1I 

·==THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:=· 
A system of easily-comprehended rules and 


Chart by which anyone can readily 

Jearn to cut Dresses,' Basques, etc., 


ill the most perfect manner. 

It contains the best ideas 


resulting from thirty 

years experience 


with Dress 

Charts 


and Tailor 

systems. It is 


adapted to the mod
ern requierments of dress, 


and is used and indorsed by 
(.. 	 the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old' 
methods as the steam car is to the stage. . 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, '10• . 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for ·' 
a short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matlers of househoM econo.:' 
my. This chart will save any family five times· 
its cost in a single year. ' 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. 17To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the · 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents l DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 50 4 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by. 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street•. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also · 
authorized to sell the same or organize a. com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. . 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Slevens, Secretary of the American · 

Secular Union. 
-:0: 

This is the best presentation of th~ ar':~ 
gument against God in the Constitution; 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. ' 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st San Francisco. , 

WM.W. NOBLE, 

Merchant .Tailor~ 

7222 8TOOKTON ST. 
Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

DRESS BUrrS A SPEOIALTY. 
. Kearny and MODti'Omery St. Cars pass br. 

"
··~ ; -.: - ·'S· R-h· ·· bar·· - ~ 	 ·r	 W0·.0d · U b··B· ... . impart a deliciOU,S. flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion,·and 

O Itters regulate ·the bowels.:_ ~.:A.klour dealer:fo~ th~m. A. G. \Vood, 32J Eddy 
street, SaD FrallcilCo, Cal; . 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WIL'L WANT 


,WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCH,ES AND 'WATCH WORK. 
Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 

by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST' IMPROVED · AMERICAN ,STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silv~rine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; IS jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels~ $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others .1 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
, 	 for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 

3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $30, ho, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line,. and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full · line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per 02: 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons J .70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANTTOK ow .. 

Girculars liree. 

,, Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 	 Being a popular account of the formation and 

Development. of the Canon. By Bronson c. 
G. Ingerso~l. Price, So cents. ,Keeler. , Price, 50 cents. 

The Peacemaker's Pate. 
Tim Doolan and his wife, wan nig ht, 
. Were dhrinkin' av the crayture, 
Whin something started up a fight 
And they wint at it right and tight, 

According to their nature. 

O'Grady and meself stood near, 
Expecting bloody murther. 

Says he to me: "Let's intherfere;",I 
But I, pretending not to hear, 


Moved off a little further. 


"Lave off, ye brute," says he to Tim; 
No man would sthrike a lady." 

But both the Doolans turned on him, 
And in a whisht the two av thim 

Were wallQping O'Grady. 

LAST Sunday a minister dropped dead 
in his pUlpit while preaching to his con
gregati0l'!' . On the same day an employe 
of the Rio Grande was drowned while in 
bathing. How inscrutible are the ways of 
-heart disease and cramps-Denver Eye. 

Youthful Skeptic-It Say, Edna, do you 
believe that story about Adam and Eve 
and the snake and the Garden of Eden?" 
"Why, Agnes! of course I do." "Well I 
don't! , And nothing will ever make ' ~e 
believe that God made women wear clothes 
as a punishment." 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the .most suc~essful (in his 

:~~~~;lt~r::e~1S ¥L"ectiDoc~~ 
treats all tholl6 pecullar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men such as seminal 
weakness. iml>otency, &c., re
sulting from Indescretioll and 
ignorance of youth. 'I'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for his book, .• Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE ClJRE 

. The. book is worth many
tImes Its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the affiicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Oonfidential. 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed 

~~d~h~i-eDy~U~a~ tt~If~~~~Se~:~~AND, ~EW JXRSEY' 

[From th~ Wa..~hlniton National View.]
Dr. Fellows. o{ Vmeland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

.services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. Simillar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been assailed and exposed by the press,
but•.Dr. Fellows, a speciali&t. in hiS line • . stanus foremost 
in hIS profession. and the encomiums showered UPJn him 
publicly 8S well as in private, are J!attering evillences of 
the high appreciatio~ and coufidence his long and con6c;en

f~~~~~:ri~df~~h':, ~Jift~e:a~~ t~I~J:!t~s;:'on have io 
A Testimonial. 

. WEST LIBERTY. 0., Aug. ]2, ]888 . 
. Dll.~. P .' FELl.OWS-Dear Sir: The remedy JOu sent 
IS working like a charm. I am completely sUrprise the way
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been USing it one week 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness] is coming out all 
right. . Yours respectful y, J.1t. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample ~f 'the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young, middld ,aged and elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of I!exual complaints, but who are now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of dl~eases. As I am an out·and-out 
Liberal I trust the'FreetlJinkers of the Land will give mo 
I·heir pa.trona.ge, aud lIut waste their timtl and money OD 
Christian doctors. • DR. FlI:LLGWIl. . 

http:pa.trona.ge
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate. life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing bow 

tis almost impossible that the people should be 
other than poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munallife, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MAcnONALD. 

·G IRARD' S WIL L 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Add!ess, Putnam & Macdonalu. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AhlERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. C Address 

PUTNA1I1 & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. . 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
. 50 cents. AddresscopIes, 

PUTNAltl & MACDONALD. 

WHY PRIESTS SHOULD WED. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $1.50. 

. Address this office. 

.VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

IZ mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

~THE ORDER. OF CREATtON, 
A Discussion between Gladstolle, Huxley, Muller, Linto! 
Ite.ville on the Contlic' between Genelli8 lOud GeulUiJ 
.,. 60 couta. 

THE LATEST F~L\SHIONS 


~. 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR..... , ..............................................$25~OO 

DRESS SUITS FOR ...................... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR...........•............................... '.' . . . . . . 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:B:A.S. F. :SU:Fl.G-~.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

[>i\CIFIC CiiRRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLIVER ICrNCKLIW SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kea.rny and Sutter Bt•• 


Telephone 1.950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & . SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P • .4. CURX. ClUB. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Culture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at ThEdr Nurseries aU Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled bnd Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orohards 
and Vineyards. 

Addren 

,CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. 

l-<.EM~BUR.G'S WON.KS. 
o l' 

False Clafms. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. " 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and D.eception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 

. single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. '"' 

Sabbath-Breaking.C) This is the best and most 
thorough .",ork ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab:
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination· of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrol?,ation of Sunday 
Laws C) Price. 2-. cents: 6 copies. SI. f} 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe ,False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabba~h. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents.. 

The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Pncc, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insanel Priee, 10 cent •. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED.! ·FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 

" 

THE GLO~Y 0

-e OF IqI'IDELITY 
BY ,SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

II The Glory of Inftdelity"' was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's (( Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. . JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

, The lecture was tc The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with gloriolls 
hope to the If New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

. I believe I express the unanimolls sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles H 

with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 
E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 1.0 CENTS.-

Addre~s PUTNAM &: MACD?NALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

THE VOICE OF THE TIMES.INGERSOLL'S "VORKS.! 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five Addresses on the Sooial Question. 

. lectures, comprising: "The GoJs," "Hum
, boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
" 'and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, SO cents; cloth, $1.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," ICLiberty for Man, 
'Vornan, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"1 he Grant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 
Clark," H The Past Rises before Me Like a 

, 	Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll:' 

iome Mistakes of ~Mos... Paper, So cents; 
, ' cloth, $1 25. e 

iRtervlew8 on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
. cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved~? Paper, 25 
C~llt!: 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
';. Junge Joremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

, Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, '1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, I2mo., paper, 10 cents. 
, , $1 per dozen, postpaid~ ~ 

ingersoll Catechiaed: Hil AnsweR to a Num
, ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi

tor of the Sail Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 
, ,per dozen; 25 copies, 'I; 100 copies, '3. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 

., of the New York 06ur7Jn-. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the LaboT Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
, octa,~'o, paper, 10 cents. ' 

Ingersoll's . Lr.ctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing oYer 1,300 pages. '5. 

Cl~ar, Cuncise, Sparkling, Hdpful. 
"Nationalism," by Edward Bellamy. 
"The Earth for Man," by Col. T. W. Higgin

son. 
"Christian Socialism," by Rev. W. D: P. Bliss, 

the Founder of the Order. 
"Individualism," by Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 
"Profit-Sha~ing," by Rev. N. P. Gilman. 
"The Commonwealth of Man," by Frederic A. 

Hinkley. ' 
"The Function of the State," by Edwin D. Mead. 
"Nationalism," by Mrg. Abby Morton Diaz. 

Addresses, also, by Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
Rev. M. J. Savage, and Mrs_ E. D.Cheney. 
All just printed and to be had in this form alone. 

I7Price for all, only 20 cents . ...!:! 
Addtess The New Ideal, 192 Summer st., Boston. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D., 

,ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 ~ts.; cloth,50 cts. Address this office 

The Religious Wife. 

Mr. McSwat (unpacking baggage at 
summer camp-meeting grounds}-Lobelia 
my dear, I don't see anything of the fishing 
outfit. . 

Mrs. McSwat-I had to leave it out at 
the last moment, Billinger, to make room 
for the hymn books. 

(Mr. McSwat goes out behind the tent 
and communes vehemently with himself 
after the manner of a depraved worldling.) 

PUTNAM'S "W"ORI.oCS. 

The New God: IOC. The New God was madl 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture.. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own liCe.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, .'I 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Ro6n-t G. Ingn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
l'aper, So cents; croth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to laSit with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."-7o.in Swinton's p..,. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Ac!aml and HeY8. 'Price, 10 cents. leA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
Dovel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-TIII lhzivlru, 
S(stl Fra"eiscD. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fl1ote's H~all" 
Munthl),. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
lentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.o It is well worth rea.ding."-.B4I/Q" 
Infuztil'attW. . 

PrCiIll\;l.Iit;UlS. A i'oem. I'rice, fl. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and bcauty."-Dr. JImry 
W. Bdlo1!JS. 0 	 r. 

Gottlieb: 	 His . Life 'h O!t Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Eart , Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquiSiitely beautiful and good in 
aUlD)' life before."- Elmina Drake SIlnkn-. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by

uV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utum '" Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny It., San Francisco, California. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

The Portland Convention was a happy success. Hundreds 
were present from all parts of the state, and the Liberals of 
Washington were generous in their attendance. It was an event 
for LiberaIism~ a representative assembly that in itself would 
mean much, but in its relation to future work it has a much 
grander significance. It is the beginning of many such mass 
meetings by which there will be a more active union among 
Liberals and greater work accomplish~d. The impulse and 
attraction of this convention will be for practical advancement. 
Through the state organization there will be more prosperous 
local efforts, and everywhere ther~ wifI be increased enthusiasm. 
I . have not attended any national convention where there were 
greater numbers or more interesting addresses. The influence 
will be felt throughout the whole country. 

The addresses of Rabbi Bloch and Rev. A. T. Jones were re
markable, and show the comprehensive nature of the Secular 
platform: All just-minded American citizens, of whatever creed 
or religion, recognize the necessity of equal rights and impartial 
liberty. To make the government in any sense a minister of the 
church is to degrade all citizenship. Even the Christian himself 
consents to the surrender of his birthright. 

The next convention will be vastly larger than this. All who were 
present look with hope to the future. Cheered by this auspicious 
meeting, with better acquaintance, the forward movement, gather
~ng volume, will be more popular and powerful than ever. 

On Tuesday evening, October 15, the Portland Secular Union 
"'as organized. There are many Liberals in the 'city, and now is 
the time for work and progress. I expect to see hundreds in this 
local union by the meeting of the next convention. I le~ve 
Portland friends and Oregon friends and. Washington friends 
with greater hope· than ever. I do not think there ever was so 
much promise of real attainment as now. 

I shall lecture at a few more places. before returning to Cali
fornia. The fire at Linkville has compelled the postponement 
of my lectures there, and also at Talent. I expect to visit these 
places early next summer. 

After the convention, with its splendid incitements, I could not 

drop into a more genial place than Coburg, where labor is so 
plea&ant that it becomes a kind of rest. I landed at Eugene 
expecting to lecture there Thursday and Friday evenings, but no 
arrangements were made. Eugene is a thriving place, with 
plenty of Liberals, but many do not see the necessity of agitation 
and improvement. If John Diamond had not been on hand to 
greet me I think I should have left Eugene somewhat disap
pointed, but he won't allow anything like discouragement to ex
ist, being so willing to do his level best himself, and pay the bills 
too. He introduced me to Dr. Patterson, Judge Scott, and 
others, and it was determined to have a lecture in the court
house on Sunday night. In the evening I met Mr. C. \V. Snod;. 
grass, one of our most active workers here, who, being once an 
earnest Christian, is now equally earnest in the cause of Free
thought. Friday morning, E. P. Coleman comes in from Co
burg, and I have good company to my field of labor for Satur
day and Sunday. Again I am at the home where the big logs 
burn in the fireplace and the sparkling flames give greeting. As 
the sunshine comes and the clouds roll by, and we know not 
whether it will be fair weather or not, frontier life mingles its 
reminiscence with glowing hopes. John Diamond tells of his 
"squatter's claim" somewhere near the "celestial city" where he 
affixed his pilgrim's staff about forty years ago. I guess no one 
else has visited that claim. It is covered with snow all the year 
round, and is named Diamond's Butte upon the maps. From 
some parts of the valley it can be seen, rugged and glittering 
along the horizon. 

I lectured on Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon to good 
audiences. In the morning I went to meeting and listened to 
the Rev. Mathewson, a local preacher, who preached a pretty 
eaf!1est sermon on Christian unity. As Mr. Mathewson is an 
Advent, and therefore something of a heretic, I find him rather 
liberal. He attended my lectures and said he was a Freethinker. 

Senator Coleman has been having quite a battle on .the relig
ion-in-the-schools question since I was here. The teacher, a 
young man from Brownsville, seemed to have an idea that he 
had a mission to-subdue Infidelity by prayers and Bible-reading 
in the school, and intr.oduced them without asking permission. 
!>tIr. Coleman, being school director, instantly ()h}ected. and the 
board passed a resolution that there should be no such· services. 
A petition was circulated to call a public meeting. in order that 
the decision of the school-board might be reversed. It was 
found, however, that in order to do so the constitution of the 
state would have to be overthrown, and the Christians wisely de
cided that it would not be best to enter upon any such crusade, 
and so Mr. Coleman was master of the field, and the Bible exercises 
are a thing of the past. According to the laws of the state of 
Oregon, if any of the patrons of the sahool objects, religious ser
vices must be omitted. It would be well if all Liberals without 
fear of public opinion woul~ see that in every distri~t this 1aw of 
the state is respected. . 
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When I was here before the landscapes were shrouded in 
smoke and I could not see their beauty, which was revealed to 
me in the bright shining of the October sun. Beautiful moun
tain views <stretch awav; the wooded valley and shining fields 
and pasture lands; the 'dim, snowy heights occasionally seen; the 
vast timber belt, and the winding, dashing river amid bending 
groves-these make variable pictures in the clear and gorgeous 
atmosphere. Morning glitters to noon, and noon melts to golden 
twilight and resplendent evenirig.. Happy the· days pass here 
with friends to whom Freethought is the religion of humanity. 
Around this sparkling fireside, with our generous hosts, Mr. and 

. Mrs. Coleman, gather other noble friends, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Long, P. J. Blakiston, John Cochran, and the midnight hour 
catches us awake with the feast of reason and the flow of soul, 
for coming together only about once a year there are many things 

· to talk about H while the great world spins forever down the 
-ringing grooves of change." 

Sunday· afternoon John Cochran, with Blakiston ,and Cole
man, drove me over to Eugene, and I find the court-house pretty 
well filled for the evening lecture. Eugene is a land of some
what uncertain promise. The material is rich, but the crystal
lizing process is slow. I hope to return and find more favorable 
oppoitunity for work. I am especially under obligations to 
Judge Scott and C. W. Snodgrass for their generous support. I 
believe the lecture given and the interest aroused will result in 
more unity and action amon~ the many Freethinkers here. 
- Blakiston becomes our hospitable host after the lecture hour, 
and the appetite is sharpened with jest and flashIng thought; and 
then I say good-bye to these brave soldiers who have been so 
cordial in their aid, so ready for service and companionship. 

· One can easily bear the brunt of battle when around the camp
fires gather such animating friends. 

Monday morning the iron horse takes me from Eugene to 
· Shedd, where friend Arnold meets me, and after dinner we go 

over to Brownsville. The morning was brilliant, but in the after
noon the clouds darken, and it is pouring when we drive up to 
the hotel at Brownsville, which is quite a village scattered along 
the winding valley. The woolen. mills here do quite an exten
sive work. There are seven churches here, I understand, and 
orthodoxy has quite a sway; but there are a few Freethinkers, 
and they don't propose to go'the wall. John Cushman has held 
on to 'the battle for many a year, and Mr. Rockwell is also of 
the veteran host. B. S. Martin is a young school-teacher, but he 
and his brothers are not afraid to say what they think. So the 
seven churches will not have it all their own way in this little 
burg. The rain held up a little while in the evening and there 
was a fair audience in the city hall to listen t~ the lecture on 
"Freethought and Civilization." I shall return to Brownsville 
aCTain for without doubt the seeds of heresy are growing and the o , 

~ 'harvest wiUcotrie. The first man I met on my arrival here was 
John Diamond, who had come down from Coburg .on the e~rly 
morning train. He was bound to see me through thIS campaIgn. 
He is almost eighty years of age, but the spirit of youth has not 
deserted him yet. He looks forward and believes in the" good 
time coming," and means to reach his one-hundredth birthday. 
. I missed one pleasure on this trip which I hope to make up 
another time, and that was a visit to the ranch of John Long, 
where the sheep wander and the coyotes flee away. There are 
no truer friends to our cause and to anything that is for human
ity'ssake than Mr. and Mrs. John Long. They both possess 
iareintelligence with devotion to the high ideals of life. With 

. such friends a day's companionship is an inspiration indeed. 
Early Tuesday morning Arnold and myself, behind the flying 
team, while the clouds roll off and the sunshine glitters, are en 
route to Shedd; and from there I pursue my way to Newport, 
one of the finest summer resorts on the Oregon shore . 

. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF NEW MEXICO. 

The late constitutional convention in the territory of New 
Mexico has resulted in the production of a document which as 
to length would easily fill twenty-five columns of FREETHOUGHl', 
being about twice as long as the Constitution of the United States. 
It contains full instructions for the members of the executive, 
judicial, and legIslative departments of th~e government, and pro
vides for elections, apportionments, education, land grants, taxa
tion, incorporations, mining and water righ ts, and a long cha pter of 
miscellaneous matters. The constitution is on the whole a good 
one but like all documents of the kind, it is not free from defects, 
for it co'ntains some' concessions to the religious world which 
might have been omitted to advantage. 

The preamble, for instance, declares that the people of New 
Mexico are" grateful to Divine Providence for the liberties they 
enjoy;" whereas suc~ liberties are referable to an entirely different 
source, having been attained by a prolonged conflict with the 
powers claiming to be ordained by this same Divine Providence. 
American independence should be accredited to the fathers of 
the republic, the most prominent of whom were Infidels. 

Again (Art. XL, sec. 10), the proposed constitution provides 
that" lots with the buildings thereon, when such buildings are 
used solely for religious worship," shall. be exempt (rom taxation. 
Here we have the old evil against which all Secularists protest
the exemption of ecclesiastical property from its just share of the 
burdens of the state. This saffie constitution declares that" pub
lic money shall never be used or appropriated for the aid or sup
port of any institution not under the absolute control of the state;" 
yet to exempt church property from taxation is exactly equivalent 
to appropriating to it the amount of money drawn by taxation 
from other property of equal value. For that reason Article XL, 
Section 10, should be amended or stricken out before the new 
constitution is accepted by the people. 

In Article II., Section 26, provisi<?n is made for the observance 
of Sunday, in these words: 

-" ~he natural right of the people to one day of rest in seven is hereby 
acknowledged. " 

\Ve are not here to deny to anybody the right to " one day of 
rest in seven." On th,e contrary, we would uphold the right of 
every person to seven days of. rest in seven; and we also contend 
that the right to work every day of the week should be held in
violable. -Section 26 of Article II. should therefore be expunged. 
It will breed only dissension and religious persecution. 

Another section of the second article is well-meant, but it ougHt 
not to be necessary in a land where religious liberty is acknowl
edged. It reads: 

" Sec. 14. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship without discrimination or preference is hereby guaranteed, and 
no person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness or juror on ac
count of his opinions on matters of religious belief." 

It seems, however, that the framers of the section felt it need
ful to hedge slightly, for ,they introduce this saving clause: 

"But the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not excuse acts of 
licentiousness or justify polygamous practices or other acts inconsistent 
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with morality or the peace or safety of the st~te, nor permit any perso~ 
organization, or association, directly or indirectly, to aid or abet, counsel, 
C?r advise, any person to commit bigamy or polygamy, or any other crime. 
Bigamy and polygamy are forever prohibited." 

That is to say, the free exercise and enjoyment of all religious 
professions except Mormonism is guaranteed. The Romanist 
may advocate the' supremacy of the papal encyclical over the 
~onstitution; the National Reformer may declare that governments 
do not derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, 
and endeavor to "change that feature of our fundamental law;" 
but the family affairs of the Latter Day Saints will ~e regulated 
by statute. Another clause might have been added to this effect: 
"But the restrictions here placed upon Mormons shall not iriter
fere with the liberty of any man to have two or more wives, pro
vided that he be marri~d to only one and support none of them." 
But the question here arises, why should the framers of the New 
Mexico constitution associate religious freedom with polygamy? 
The" polygs" are not Free Religionists, but have always belonged. 
in the ranks of the church, from David up to Joseph Smith. 

The same article goes on to say: 
" Sec. 16. Liberty of speech or of the press shall not be restrained, 

but for the abuse of such liberty every person shall be respon5ible." 

Since the courts are thus left to decide wha~ is and what 'is not 
~n abuse of the liberty of speech or of the press, this section 
amounts to a suggestion and nothing more. 

We have seen that in section 14 of Article II., practices or acts 
"inconsistent with the safety of the state" are prohibited, but an
other section provides that 

"No person shall be required to serve in the militia whose religious 
creed or discipline prohibits the bearing of arms." 

It is true that" such person shall render an equivalent for such 
exemption," but must church property render an equivalent 
for 2~S exemption; may Mormons indulge in polygamy for an 
equivalent; or do not the framers of the constitution accept. 
the conclusion of the national document that" it. well-regulated 
militia is necessary to the security of a free state ?" If those 
whose creed or discipline prohibits· the bearing of arms must 
render an equivalent in order to be exempt from military duty, 
why should not· untaxed· property render an equivalent in some 
form?' Is the property of the church more sacred than its mem
bers? If not~ then it is unfair to exempt the property and demand 
service (or its equivalent) of the member. Wood and stone 
should pay their tribute to the state, as well as flesh and blood. 
. On the question of Woman Suffrage this constitution is silent, 

dismissing the subject thus: "The qualifications of voters shall 
be ascertained and declared by law." Schools are to be "free 
from sectarian or church control;" and H no funds donated or 
falling to the state for educational purposes shall ever be applied 
toward the maintenance, support, or aid of any school or other 
institution in the management of which any religious or other 
sect has any part, or which is not under the absolute control of 
the state" -a most admirable provision, and declared irrevocable 
without the consent\of the United States and the p~ople of New 
Mexico. 
. It will be seen, .then, that the spirit of the constitution of New 

Mexico is in favor of religious liberty, the only restriction it con
tains being placed upon the Mormons, who are prohibited from 
polygamy, a crying evil certainly, though paralleled by the "social 
evil" in large cities, pastoral privileges in the Protestant church, 
and the confessional in the Catholic sanctuary. 

"John Ward, Preacher." 50 cents. 

PROPOSED STATE ORGANIZATION IN WASHINGTON. 
, 

It was decided at the Portland Convention that an interstate 
Secular Union, induding Oregon and Washington, would be un
advisable, although recommended and discussed, somewhat, pre
vious to the Conv~ntion. The LiDerals of Washington are 
therefore moving to OI:ganize separately, and a circular has been 
sent out by the Walla Walla Society with the object of securing 
the opinion of the Liberals of· the state regarding the feasibility 
of such an undertaking. To further this end, the Wall Walla. 
friends recommend that a State Convention be called at Seattle, 
on or about the Paine anniversary, January 29, 1890. All Lib
erals of Washington are solicited to advise and co-operate, 
addressing their communications and contributions to Dr. A. 
W. Calder, Secretary Liberal Club, box 696, Walla \Valla. 

Pending organization, the circular above referred to calls at
tention to the necessity of immediate effort. The legislature' of 
Washington meets November 6, and there is every reawn to an
ticipate that the church organizations will combine with private 
institutions to secure exemption of their property from taxation, 
and to gain other ecclesiastical privileges. It is therefore rec
ommended that Liberals in all parts of the state write at once fo 
their representatives at Olympia, urging them to oppose all such 
schemes. The Walla Walla Liberals have taken the initiative "in 
the ma.tter, and have provided forms of letters, to be copied by 
voters and forwarded to members of the legislature. The work 
of the Washington Liberals is thus made plain and easy. They 
should communicate at once with Dr. Calder, and receive in 
return copies of the letters for legislative use; write Dr. Calder 
what they can do toward making the proposed convention a suc
cess, and send him the names of all Liberal-minded persons .in 
their vicinity. 

THE POPE MUST GO. 

Ernest Renan, the great French Freethinker, has recently been 
interviewed on the subject of the relations between the pope and 
the Italian government. Touching the exodus of pope and 
papal college from ~ome he said: "I consider the ultimate de
parture of the pope inevitable. ·1 believe the status quo will' be 
maintained as long as possible. It is only natural that this im
portant step should be delayed. The cardinals are conscious 
that their course in'leaving Rome will be construed in anything 
but a favorable light by the enemies of the church. Their hesi
tation is quite excusable. I for one beiieve the abandonment of 
the Eternal City will be the signal for the breaking up of the 
hold which the papacy has upon the Roman Catholic world, and 
that the certain result would be a springing up of schisms in the 
church. Italy will not indorse the idea of receiving directions 

. from a pope dwelling abroad, and the fealty of the Ita1ian~ will 
soon weaken and die out when the supreme pontiff is no longer 
one of themsel ves and the old tra.ditions of the Vatican have ceased 
to be a present fact. Italian Romanists will in this predicament, 
sooner or later,' elect an Italian pope, a resident in Italy and one 

. of their own people, and then would come a great catastrophe, 
for, following the example of Italy, every Roman Catholic coun
try would want its own pope and the church would be split into 
many factions. The local national divisions might be followed 
by others based ort doctrinal or administrative differences and 
the tremendous discipline of the Romish church would be a 
thing of the past. " 

Great weight is attached to this opinion of M. Renan, and it is 
regarded as a logical deduction from the speech of Premier 
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Crispi reference to which was made in last week's FREETHOUGHT:, '. '-. 

The government is uncompromising, and the pope will not 
yield in his demand for the political sovereignty of Rome. As 
a consequence, the latter must find refuge in some Catholic mon
archy like Spain or Portugal. 

, FE, PI, PO, PUM. 

A bell designed for a Catholic steeple in this city was H blessed" 
last Sunday in St. Peter's church. It was christened Paul, and 
bears this inscription: 

" Gaur/ere cum gaudmli6ul, 
Et jlen cum jlermti6ul," 

which means, we presume, 

Exult with those who celebrate, 

And howl with those who lachrymate. 


The ceremony of. consecrating this new disturber of public 
harmony is thus described by the Chronicle: 

"Fathers Sasia, the cele'):>rant, Brennan and C~sey, the master of cere
monie$, assisted by Fathers Vereker, Lynch, Cummins,. O'Grady, and 
Breslin, formed a circle around the bell, which was hung on supports 
jast inside the altar rails. They sprinkled it with consecrated water, 
specially blessed for the occasion. Prayers were read by the officiating 
priests. During the services the organ and choir rendered selections 
from Gounod, Hearn, and Verdi. Atthe end the bell was anointed· with 
chrism, wa.s struck three times, and formally christened." 

The spectacle of a gang of priests cavorting around a piece of 
metal, mumbling their mummeries and performing their super
stitious incantations, must have been highly edifying to the in
telligent body of naturalized citizens who witnessed the exhibition. 

BRADLAUGH. 

l\fr. Charles Bradlaugh, the English leader of Freethought, is 
now reported out of danger, though an attack of congestion of 
the lungs gave him what in this country is known as a close call, 
and his recovery is assured. Nowhere will this intelligence be 
more gratefully received than among Mr. Bradlaugh's many ad
mirers in America. 

THE following story from the Savannah News may not be a 
true ~ne, but it serves to illustrate what a farce are the Bible
oaths taken in our courts: 

Does it matter wllat kind of a book people kiss when magistrates 
swear them? If it does then a magistratei:l a district in this county has 
gone beyond the bonds of law. Witnesses in his court have been swear
ing for a considerable time by a mutilated Latin dictionary. 

" Some time ago," the justice said, "1 borrowed a Latin dictionary, 
and it was just about the size of my Bible and looked for the world like 
it. The back was torn and mutilated and the edges were red. The dic
tionary, as I thought, finally disappeared and could not be found. I 
kept swearing witnesses right along with the Bible, I thought, when in 
fact it was nothing but the dictionary." 
. "How did I find it out? Why, the other day, just as I wound up a 
big case -and was rendering my decision, the book fell out of my lap, 
open. There it was as plain as day, the old dictionary." ' 

" Did you suspend the tria!?" 
cc Suspend nothing. I just went right along as if it were a Bible sure 

enough. Nobody, you maybe sure, in that office knew what I found but 
myself." 

.THE triennial pastorar letter of the church, read before the 
Episcopal Convention at New York, set forth that while the 
:church does not undertake the warfare of a partisan, "it would 
l~ave an important duty undone if it did not exercise a care for 
the political as well as the ecclesiastical welfare of the state:" 
We would like;to kni>w what the·church has to do with the state; 

either politically or eccl~siasticany. The professed mission of the 
church is to save souls; but the state has no soul, and never was 
designed to have a soul, any more than a corporation or a po-: 
!iceman's club. Can it be that the Episcopalians consider the 
state immortal, and that when governments die out on earth 
they are transplanted to heaven, there to live forever with the 
patriarchies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? If not, .if the state 
is not Immortal, how can the church be concerned in its spirit; 
ual welfare? 

Ex-MAYO'!. AMES of, Minneapolis has offended the pope's 
minions in that city, and is in receipt of the following letter: 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., October 19. 
A. AMES, Sir: By attacking the Irish Catholics I think you have 

done yourself a great deal of harm, not only as a politician, but the first 
you know of. is that you will meet with the same fate as Dr. Cronin. 
You know that the Iri!)1l people will not stand such abuse without re
venge, and the best you can do is to leave the city at once and go to 
some other part of the world. You have insulted not only the Irish, but 
the Holy Catholic Church and its priests, who are working hard in Ire. 
land trying to help the people along. It is a well.known fact that the 
Irish are superior to any other cla:;s of emigrants coming to this country. 
not only as church members, but in everything, and in knowing this our. 
selves, we feel that you and Rev. Morrill and others of such stamp 
ought to be brought out of existence for your lying statements. Go ~u t 
of the city at once. . 

AN IRISHMAN, CATHOLIC, AND A CLAN·NA-GAEL. 

OUR oldest subscribers will bear us out in saying that FREE
THOUGHT is not given to "blowing its own horn,"but we feel 
like calling attention to the merits of this issue. Read it over 
carefully. There are several splendid contributions, any of 
which it would be unfair to mention without namix:!g them all. 
We endeavor to get out a paper that is a credit to the cause. 
and the testimony of hundreds shows that success is crowning 
our efforts in that direction. Leaving out its literary excel1ence, 
there is not a neater looking paper published on the coast. 
Why, then, should not every reader and every subscriber use his 
best influence, -as many'are doing, to extend its circulation? 
There is a large field for such a paper. Friends all around, will 
you not make an effort to find at least one new subscriber? 

A WEALTHY Englishwoman named Synge is in this country as 
a missionary. Her fanaticism takes the form of an endeavor to 
work up a religious boom among letter-can.ers and messenger 
boys. She has succeeded in interesting l\irs. Harrison and Post
master-General Wanamaker in her work. The latter consented 
to address one of her meetings in 'Vashington a few nights ago. 

, Just before the meeting Miss Synge went to the Western Union 
office and cabled her friends in London to pray for her and her 
work. II I really think the operator thought I was a lunatic," 
said Miss Synge afterward~. The' operator, may not have been 
far out of the way. 

LAST spring the minister of education in Japan was assassi
nated by a religious fanatic because he _ was· a Freethinker. A 
little later the opposers of Count Goto desired to massacre him 
because he accepted a public office, and only last week the for
eign embassador narrowly escaped assassination, having been 
shot at, and receiving a wound in the leg which necessitated 
amputation. These crimes, in each instance were committed 
by parties called -onservatives in politics an..! religion. 

,THE trial of E. C. Walker ana the Harmans, OJ: Valley Falls; 
Kansas, which was set down for October I 5, has 'been' once 
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more continued. This, we understand, is directly contrary to the 
wishes of the defendants, who, if they are to suffer fine or im
prisonment, desire to have it settled and over with. But it does 
not seem to be the intention of the prosecution to bring the case 
to trial on its merits. ' They seem to prefer that the Messrs. 
Harman and Walker should be continually harassed by suspense 
and worry, and put to hundreds of dollars' expense, so that, 
guilty or innocent, they cannot escape punishment. It is a des
picable business, this whole prosecution, and it ought to be 
thrown out of court and the records burned. 

A GENTLEMAN residing in Southern California has read FREE
THOUGHT for nearly a year, and, being a gift subscriber, it hasn't 
cost him a cent. Upon finding the paper will not be sent any 
longer free, he orders it discontinued, though he admits he has 
"been reading it to please a friend." A long series of sarcastic 
rem:uks might be made upon this metho:i of pleasing a friend up 
to the point where the payment of four cents per week comes in, 
and then repudiating the sacrifice; but we will let the friend 
..IlJake them. 

IN one of the disreputable cases which crowd the court calen
dars and court rooms of San Francisco, the other day, the 
counsel for a wealthy young rake, subpcenaed as a witness and 
held in contempt for not appearing, contended that the subprena 
was defective on account of its having been issued on Sunday. 
The judge had the good sense to decide that the point was not 
well taken, and that subprenas could be legally issued on Sunday 
as well as any other day .. 

, A SENSA:nON ha~ ,been created at the Nati~nal Temperance 
Congress, at London, by the disclosure that shares in a recently 
launched brewery are held by clergy of the English church. 
The buyers include the archbishop, two bishops, three deans, 
four archdeacons and sil( canons. There has been a strong bond 
of sympathy between the English church and breweries ever 
since Saint Guinness, the brewer, spent a million dollars to re
store a cathedral. 

AN appeal for deliverance from earthquake~ has been added 
tothe Litany of the Episcopal church. This ~vill not increase 
the height of buildings in San Francisco or other localities sub
ject to quakes, and we do not believe it will do for this coast at 
all. For the devotee to have the ceiling drop on his head while 
repeating his litany against earthquakes would diminish, rather 
than strengthen, his faith in the efficacy of the incantation. 

MR. FRED LUCE, a Los Angeles Liberal worker, has come to 
San Francisco and gone into business. He has taken the right 
course by at once inserting his card in FREETHOUGHT. We" 
would be glad to have all our friends doing business in the city 
follow his example. They can help one another and the paper. 
Our advertising rates are low, and will be furnished to all 
inquirers. 

'. MR. CHOYN5KI, editor of Public Opinion, seconds our motion 
that the friends of Mr. James Barry contribute one dollar each, 
to the number of five hundred, and pay the fine imposed for the 
exercise of free speech which has been construed into contempt 
of court. 

READERS who recognize a good thing when they see it will 
take pleasure in perusi~g the story .by ex-Sheriff A. W. Poole, 
wlifchwe begin thi!i; week. 

PROF. GEO. H. DAWES, of North Yamhill, Or., will answer 
calls to lecture as soon as his school closes, which will be in 
l\brch. Engagements will be made in advance, and the route 
marked out ahead for the sake of economy in traveling ex
penses. 

" ROl'IAN Catholicism," says the Argonaut, ct is not as rapidly 
increasing as Infidelity and Independentism, even in Roman 
Catholic circles. " That is good news, and important if true. 

OBSERVATION:), 

The hall was full at the last Sunday night's meeting of the San 
Francisco Freethought Society. Vice-President Eastman pre
sided. 

The address was by Hon. F. B. Perkins, on "Slavery and 
Freedom." The speaker said that there was a good deal of 
slavery even in California. We had many deities, the great high 
god being the American dollar. Then there were many organ
ized tyrannies. We suffer from the tyranny of political bosses, 
of corporations, of railroads, of land grabbers, and so forth. 
Both production and distribution are controlled by monopolie~ 
and trusts. The telegraph unions and the Associated Press are 
tyrannies, and even our courts set themselves up as despots and 
censors of speech and press. Then there is the religious tyranny, 
the worst of all. It is the abettor of all other tyrannies, and in
stead of helping mankind to attain freedom, it warns us to obey 
our masters, to resist not evil; and offers us in the next world an 
eternal reward for having been cringing cowards in this. 

The lecturer spoke for a full hour, rapidly and interestingly, 
and as usual covered a vast amount of ground, giving the listener 
much to think about as well as much to remember. 

At the close of Mr. Perkins's address Mr. Thomas Curtis arose 
to a question of privilege. He stated that Dr. Anderson; in a 
late paper read before the society, had cited Professor Holden, of 
the Lick Observatory, as authority for the assertion that the law 
of gravitation was inoperative as regards the motion of some. of 
the nebulcc. Mr. Curtis had at the time denied Dr. Anderson's 
statement on his own responsibility, and had since wrmen to 
Professor Holden and received a reply, which he read. Professor 
Holden corroborated Mr. Curtis and repudiated the conclusion 
attributed to him by Dr. Anderson. 

Mr. W. S. Bell, upon invitation of the Chair, spoke briefly. 
He had a word to say about a free platform, which he did not 
regard as a 5uccess, having seen it tried in Boston and Chicago. 
Many promising societies had been howled out of existence by 
irresponsible cranks who cared for nothing but to hear them
selves talk, while everybody else wanted them to keep quiet. As 
to the lecture of the evening, Mr. Bell pronounced it above crit
icism. , . 

Colonel Knight arose to' deprecate the popular custom of 
studying the Jaw of l\'Ioses to the neglect of a proper understand
ing of the United States Constitution. He did not agree that 
there was any except voluntary slavery in this country. It was 
true that he was a slave of circumstances, and there was a woman 
at his house who t9 some extent curtailed his absolute liberty; 
but any man who .should set himself up as a master would, be 
violently opposed. 

At a business meeting subsequently held, it was decided to 
discontinue the regular meetings of the society until January, the 
design being to give speakers and contributors a vacation and 
time to recuperate. In January it is intended to hold a state 
convention, to close with a grand celebration of Paine's birth ... 
day on the 29th. This adjournment is not had from any sense 
of failure or lack of interest in the society, the last month's meet':' 
ings having been as well attended and supported as those' of any 
previous month, but simply for the reason above stated, with the 
added one that rainy evenings are likely to prevail during No:, 
vember and December. 

One of the members of the Freethought Society, Mr. J. L~ 
Hatch, was sworn into the service of the United States last week. 
He has been' appointed to' an office in the cUitom-house with a 
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salary of a hundred and fifty dollars per month attached. I am 
happy to see Mr. Hatch thus rewarded, but I am sorry he did 
not recommend me to the place he has just vacated-that of re
ligious editor of the Chronicle. From what I know of him I am 
prepared to affirm that I have as much faith, piety, and rever
ential calm as he can boast of; and as these are the qualities 
which the religious editor needs, 1 hereby advertise myself as an 
applicant for the above position. 

The longer I live the firmer becomes my conviction that no 
intellect, however great, is free from liability to weaken. When 
I got acquainted with Prof. H. Miller, of Berkeley; when I heard 
him speak eloquent words before our local society; when I read 
his'manuscript, or assisted the compositor to do so, and when I 
published his articles as editorials, without credit, I believed I 
had discovered a man who could be trusted with access to our 
columns. I am always careful about inviting contributions, be
cause most men, after doing a few good things i.1 prose, gener
ally drop into poetry, and there is where they fall down. To 
shorten this tale of woe, Professor Miller has surrendered to the 
enemy and written a poem. It refers to Dr. Anderson's lecture 
on Theosophy, and is appended: 

GOD LOCALIZED BY THE TELESCOPE. 

My friend, Dr. A., as he talked, t'other night, 
Of science, religion, and that, ' 

Said he'd found out the place where the world did'begin, 
Where dwells the Almighty Fiat. 

Gravitation its source from this place does derive 
(So .declared the doctor, cock-sure!) 

'Tis a spot in the sky where that law is not felt: 
o Sir Isaac! you should have been truer. 

,Vhile I sat all agape and awaited with awe 
Revelation of this dread abode, 

Where lives the Almighty, when he's most at home, 
'Whence all things have started and" growed," 

The authorities fell on my skeptical head, 
With a weight that has crushed me quite flat; 

'Twas revealed in a vision to Blavatsky the Seer, 
Theosophy's prophetess pat; 

\Vho Karmas and Layas, Mahatmas, and such, 
Other Sanskrit cognomens and roots-'

As from one who knows well the ineffable much, 
We expcct-pours forth as it suits. 

And her vision unerring has been lately confirmed 
By an astronomer gazing aloft; 

Through a big telescope, California's pride, 
He has seen the world's core, which is soft. 

I can't tell you the place, 'but if you should wish 
The Almighty in heaven to see, 

Why, just drop a postal to Holden, 
Director observatory. 

•Alas, alas! 'tis come to pass, that one who once wa~ great, in 
my esteem, dispels the dream, and spoils the estimate. 

Another man whom I have always confided in, and for whom , 
I still retain sufficien,t hope to withhold his name, takes the 
downward path as follows: 

Sing a song of sixpence, a Prohibition crank, 

Addle-headed idiot, thin about the flank; 

When the polls are open, vote her straight for dry, 

Isn't ft a funny 'thing to hear the party sigh? 

Fanatic in amazement sees the cranky votes 

Pious sentimentalist takin' of the notes; 

God nor man nor the devil cannot teach the party, 

And !O, bull-headed as they be, let's dub each one "Old Smarty." 


I do not object to this method of confuting the arguments of 
the Prohibitionists. The writer lives in Southern California, 
where moisture is a necessity, and it is better that the gUilty 
publican escape than that the cause of irrigation should perish in 
the last ditch. I am no prohibitionist, but when it comes to an 
issue between the pro's and con's on the question of poetry, I go 
with the prose. 

I met Judge W. D. Sawyer the ,other day near the corner of 
Washington and, Montgomery streets, and in talking over the 
drift of busin'ess away from that aged quarter of the, city he re
ferred to the proposed removal of the post-office. to some place_ 

'.\ 

east of Market street. The judge did not see any necessity for ex
pending a big lot of money for a new site. "The whole scheme," 
said he, "is gotten up for the purpose of selling land of nominal 
value at a fabulous price to the United States government; and 
the more the owners of the land get for the site the less the 
people will get for a po5t-office building. There is always this 
sort of jobbery when U nde Sam asks the opportunity to provide 
for the wants of commercial communities in the way of federal 
improvements.' I would like to have some one state an objec
tion to the continued use of the present post-office site as long as 
San Francisco lasts. It is near all the ferry landings, which re-. 
ceive the bulk of San Francisco's mail matter. It has more 
square feet that can be used for improvements than the city will 
need for centuries to come. This site belongs already to the 
United States, and structures can be extended upon it forty or 
fifty feet in two directions-to within ten feet of Washington 
street, and to within ten feet of Battery street. If 
necessary, the forty-foot driveway from Washington to Jackson 
street between the post-office and the Appraiser's building can 
be arched over, and then for post-office and custom house San 
Francisco will have all the room necessary. Retaining the pres
ent site, the liberal allowance of Congress could be used in the 
construction of a building that would not only be an ornament 
to the city, but all that is desired for federal purposes." • 

There seems to me to be weight in these words. Our post
office building stands on one corner of a site nearly large enough 
to accommodate the post-office of N ew York. The lawns and 
shrubbery and iron fence around it, and its broad avenues of 
approach, affording stands for candy merchants, ornamental card
writers, and traffickers in cement for repairing glass and crock
ery ware, are in no sense necessary to federal purposes.' Besides, 
nearly all the printing presses in the city are within five min
utes' walk of it, and newspapers are much more readily dispatched 
than they could be if they had to be carried two or three miles 
up Market street in an express wagon. 

I received a written invitation last week from the Union Iron 
Works, saying that th'! pleasure of my company was requested, 
Saturday, October 26, to witness the launch of the U. S. cruiser 

, San Franci~co, which invitation I was directed to present at the 
gate of the Potrero. It was raining hard on Saturday, but rather 
than disappoint the Hon. Irving M. Scott I thought it best to go. 
Doubtless if Mr. Scott had known how muddv the last mile and· 
a half of road was between here and his Potrero, he would have 
sent a carriage for me. I will not endeavor to work upon the 
reader's sympathies by saying anything about that last mile and a 
half of unfathomable mud, that men, women, children, and a 
flock of sheep were wallowing through, The rain fell in large 
wet globules, which coursed back and forth beneath the forerim 
of my hat, like the bubble in a carpenter's level. Progress, was 
made by putting one foot forward of the other, then extracting 
the rear foot with a loud and mournful" sough" from the em
brace of the mud behind, plunking it into the mud ahead, and 
then proceeding as before. A half hour of this exercise brought 
me to the Potrero gate, inside which a superior depth of mud 
was noticeable. 

The cruiser San Francisco stood inside a frame-work at the 
edge of the water. She was ornamented with the flags of all 
nations, including that of the country in which we reside. These 
various emblems looked as if they had been put through the 
wash together, and hung on the cruiser's rail to soak. The San 
Francisco had her stern toward the bay and her bow far inland, 
which at first created the impression that she had crawled ashore 
to get out of the wet, but I learned upon inquiry that such was not 
the case. The rain still fell. ,. A wet band played "Nancy Lee, 
ye ho," and when the artist who usually makes the most noise 
beat his bass drum, the effect was similar to striking a bag of 
meal with a soft club. The man with cymbals had his own way, 
interrupted only by the subterranean gurgle of the bass horn and 
other rain-water receptacles. Around about, many hundred 
peopl,~stood beneath umbrellas gazing earnestly at the umbrellas 
of other hundreds just in front of them. Tugs and steamers 
filled the bay and exposed their passengers to the ,vet. 

A policeman who, I judge, owns the Potrero, occupied the 
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only position where a good view of the launch could 
be obtained, and I engaged him in conversation. We 
spoke of the excessive rain, which, he averred, "beat the deck." 
I suggested that an awning stretched above the deck would pre
vent the rain from beating it so violently as to take the paint off; 
and while he pondered the above I passed him by an adroit 
sneak and stood within the stocks alongside the San Francisco. 
I observed that two long and sloping pieces of timber, profusely 
greased, and resting upon the floor of the stocks, ran from near 
her bow to the water's edge, one on each side. Upon these 
greased and sloping timbers rested a sort of cradle, and in the 
cradle, but not resting upon it, was the ship, supported by blocks 
underneath her keel. These blocks a lot of men were working 
up into kindling wond· by means of mallets and wedges. When 
the last one had been nearly removed, there was a moment's 
rest; then a stalwart man hit the block a swinging blow with a 
sledge hammer that knocked it from under the ship. The San 
Francisco settled into the cradle; the timbers that held the cradle 
in place were knocked away; the greased ways received the 
weight of the vessel, which rode slowly and majestically down 
them into the sea. As she moved there was a crash of glass 
near the bow, and a shower of champagne sprinkled the planks be
low. When the vessel left the stocks a man standing near the 
water's edge jumped upon the ways which she had passed over, 
and, waving his hat, essayed to give the first cheer for the San 
Francisco. He never gave it. The grease on the timbers gol 
in its work again and launched him as it had launched the ship 
He sat down in the water, which surged up under his armpits; 
and when all the· people hurrayed, and the band struck up, and 
a cannon was fired, and a hundred steam whistles tooted in hon
or of the San Francisco's launch, he pulled himself on solid . 
ground, and'said they were all making a hell of a fuss over a lit
tle accident that affected no one but himself. 

.A channel had been dredged, reaching perhaps a quarter of a 
mile from the stocks. The momentum of the San Francisco 
carried her the length of this channel, and then she stuck in the 
mud, there to stay till high tide and more dredging permitted 
her to be docked. 

It stilled rained hard, but the people stood and watched the 
new cruiser as she rested in the mud. The Hon. Mr. Scott was 
present, and with a rubber coat on and a wet hat rescing down 
peacefully upon his ears he did not look the distinguished person 
that he really is. I should not have picked him out of a crowd 
for the patron of an Academy of Sciences, and a man who could 
talk offhand on the subject of the solar parallax and the radiu3 
vector. Nevertheless, Mr. Scott has been known to do so sever~ 
al times without experiencing fatigue. 
Wh~m finished, and paid for, the new cruiser will belong to 

the United States, and be used as a yacht for government ofIicers. 
She will be provided with side arms, a crew, a physician, a chap
lain, and a locker where spirits for medicinal purposes may ~e 
stored; and adopted sons of the sea, who do not know a marlm 
spike from a garboard strake, will walk her decks and squirt to
bacco juice over her rail to windward. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The widow of the late Charles Crocker, railroad millionaire, 

died of apoplexy in this city, last Sunday afternoon.--The Rev. 

J. Saunders, of the !rin~ty Episcol?al church in Newark,~. J., 
having quarreled WIth hIS flock~ w~ll take charge of a.San .Ii r~n
cisco church.--A seven-days bIcycle tournament m thIS Clty 
last week was won by a woman, who rode 884 miles.--The 
adopted daughter and heiress of Collis P. Huntington has mar
ried a scapegrace foreign prince named ~atzfeldt.-.-.-President 
Harrison has not yet issued his proclama~lOn .admlt.tmg the f<?ur 
new states and the officers-elect are gettmg Impauent.--1 he 
Rev. Dr. Winkler, of Oakland, after being missing for a. week, 
turned up last Saturday and explained his absence by saying he 
was thrown from a horse receiving serious injuries, and had 
been cared for by a friend: Mrs. Winkler is skeptical as regards 
the truth of her husband's statement. 

Vicar-General Preston, a Catholic functionary in New York, 
has made a ruling which preventi the interment in the Calvary 

Cemetery of the body of one of Dr. McGlynn's most earnest 
workers, Theresa Kelly, on the ground that she attended Mc
Glynn meetings since her last absolution.--Two prominent 
men of Butte, Mont., committed suicide last week on account of 
losses at faro.--Twelve jurors have been secured in the Cronin 
murder case at Chicago, and the trial is dragging slowly along. 
--A movement is being 'made in parts of Vermont to resettle 
abandoned localities with Swedes and other foreigners. Many 
once-valuable farms are now for sale at from $3 to $5 an acre,· 
together with buildings.--The private bank of the Rev. J. W. 
Powell at Fostoria, 0., has failed.--It is said that 20,000 fam
ilies in North Dakota and .1000 in South Dakota are suffering 
for the necessities of °life.--The first conviction under the 
Kansas prohibitory law for the sale of hard cider was secured in 
the district court at Topeka last Monday. 

Germany will probably pass more stringent laws against the 
Socialists, and confer greater inquisitorial powers on the police. 
--Measures -looking to the placing of surveillance over the ° 
press as touching the criticism of public officers are to be pressed 
upon the French Chamber of Deputies at its next convention. 
--A special train with 500 French Catholic pilgrims returning 
from Rome to Paris Oct. 25 came in collision with a goods train. 
Many passengers were injured, none fatally. The engineer on 
the pilgrim train was instantly killed. One of the guards was 
fatally injured. 

BRADLAUGH AN HONEST POLITICIAN. 

A member of Parliament, in a cablegram to the Press, dated: 
October 26, speaks thus of Charles Bradlaugh: 

I am far enough from agreeing with many of the opinions on 
social and religious questions held py Bradlaugh, but as a politi .. 
cian I do not believe there is a more upright or a more consci
entious man alive to-day. I have often seen him take up a 
course which was directly opposed to his own interests, but I have 
never seen him do any underhand or unfair thing. His word is 
absolutely to be trusted, and he will take no part in discreditable 
tactics of parliamentary obstruction or mean intrigue. 

More than once I have known him to incur great unpopUlarity 
with his party by himself adhering honestly to an understanding 
he had made with the government on some detail of business. 
He cannot be cajoled or bullied into doing what he believe:; to 
be a dishonorable or even an unfair act. He is perfectly candid, 
straightforward, and above board in all his tram,actions. Of how 
many leading men in Parliament whose pretensions and standing 
are much greater than· Bradlaugh's could as much as this be 
truthfully said? I should be sorry to have to reckon them up. 
I have served on committees with Bradlaugh and have never 
failed to remark not only the great acuteness he displays in sift
ing facts, but the immense industry he has brought to bear upon 
the investigation of any subject to which he addresses himself. 

That is one secret of his success with the House of Commons. 
He rarely speaks without having thoroughly mastered the ques
tion at issue or wastes the time of the House. Thus it has come 
to pass that many who had a bitter prejudice against him on ac
count of some passages in his career which did not look well 
from the outside, at any rate now have genuine respect for his 
character as well as for his abilities. Did any man ever effect 
such a change in the feeling of the House of Cqmmonstoward 
himself? A few years ago Bradlaugh was hustledignominiously ° 
out of it, seized by a policeman, dragged through the hall, and 
bundled neck and crop into the street. Now he is always sure 
of a good audience, and the cheers that greet him come quite as 
much from the Conservative benches as from those of the Liberal 
side. 

There is no fairer body in the world than the House of Com .. 
·mons. It will listen to any man who has anything genuine to 
say and who does not trifle with it. If it did not listen to Brad.. 
laugh sooner it was partly because he threw himself headlong 
against the stream and rashly set it at defiance. There were 
misunderstandings on all sides, but Bradlaugh has lived them 
down, and I venture to express the hope that a long and useful 
career still lies before him. 

W. S. BXLL'S address is 920 Sixth avenue, Oakland, Cal. 
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SECULARISM AND ITS OBJECTS.* 

A Secularist, as the name indicates, is one who believes thor-· 
oughly in this world-believes in his age, his generation; one' 
whose highest object is to realize "the greatest good to the greatest 
number," here, now. In view of the accumulated evidence 
offered in the history of the race, which is the history of man's 
efforts to overcome the difficulties of living, the struggle to con
quer peace and establish justice-in other words, to attain a sci
ence of social relationship-the Secularist recognizes that natural 
and reasonable -methods are the only ones through which the 
interests of men may be still further unified and advanced. He 
affirms that it is the duty of a citizen of the world's republic to 
make precedents, as well as follow them. - . 
. \Vith the Positivist, he sees~that what men have wrouCYht and 

left is the immortality of the race, that it is the good' ~en do 
which lives after them and becomes, as our own LonCYfellow said 
':a light on the paths of men." Not only the splendid legacy of 
hterature, poetry, and biography, but also the history, in part, of 
what wrecked governments and destroyed nations. And he pro
poses to put that heritage to practical use, as well by carefully 
avoiding its mistakes as in cherishing its truths and virtues. 
"One world at a time" is his motto, truth and justice his cause 
happiness his goal. ' 

Armed, equipped, and enthused with this avowal of princi'ples 
the Secular~st finds himself at ~nce confronted, under an avowedly 
representatIve government, WIth most flagrant abuses of public 
confidence; a prostitution of the people's rights and means to 
monarchically-descended institutions whose sole idea of authority, 
outside of and above man makes them at all times and in all 
p~aces the enemy of free men; the granting of special privileges 
t~ special believers, whose tenets not only do not propose the 
h::tppiness and good of all men, but in manv cases the direct 
opposite, and taxing either directly or indirectly the public for 
their support, as in church and other ecclesiastical property, which 
is actually supported by government, since it is protected with
oUt paying any share of revenue for such protection, and to the 
detriment and injury of those whose property adjoins, who are 
thus compelled to pay double tribute-revenue to "Uncle Sam" 
and tithes and offeringsto Jehovah; or again, paying a priest to 
intone prayers for a congress of citizens whose election to that 
place is upon the well-known and oft-repeated proposition that 
under this government citizens are the sole source of authority, 
wisdom, and power; appointing chaplains to the army and navy, 
whose business is war, as illustrating the mission of "peace on 
earth, good will toward men;" and once more, constrained to 
pay for Christian services in prisons in order to secure celestial 
passports for the wretched inmates to a practically unknown 
kingdom when, with all the ecclesiastical machinery of Christen
dom, claiming to be the conservator of public morals, unhindered 
and untaxed, they have failed to provide a better earthly abode 
than the iron sides of a cell, a larger gleam of sunshine than 
comes between prison bars. We believe that to tax these ecclesi
astical institutions, whose value under our government has dou
bfed every ten years, increasing more than twice as fast as our 
population, and apply that tax to the relief of our virtually outcast 
population-our thousands of homeless, friendless children
giving to them the accessories of a useful life-home food edu. 
cltiop-is much more practical and moral, for morality is l~rgely 
a question of cleanliness, of food, of proper hygienic conditions, 
than to pay for prayers after the criminal is graduated from the 
streets to the prison, prayers to the unknown gods to forgive what 
we produce, wreck, and refuse either to reclaim or pardon. 

Thopghtful men and women have become aware that the last 
court of appeal for humanity is where reason sits supreme; that 
t?e most binding obligation of civilized society is man's integ
nty and moral consciousness of right. Upon that civilized society 
rests to-day. Without it, it would cease. to exist, and they have 
come to look with abhorrence and repudiation at the nauseating 
practice· of to~ching human lips to and swearing by the authority 
of'~. book w~lch, as the word of a god, wa~ virtually repudiated 

, 	 '. '> . 
*An address by Mrs. Mattie R Krekel-delivered, before the convention 

of the Oregon State Secular Union· at Portland, Oct. 12. .. . 

by the Christians themselves when they revised it, and as a his
tory of man's effort to solve his relationship to the universe, is so 
incorrect and incomplete that it is contradicted on almost every 
page by the books men have made, which we put into our chil
dren's hands at . school whereby to develop intelligence, character 
and self-poise, the foundation of good citizenship. The Secu
larist believes that an affirmation resting on character is better 
than an oath resting on belief, and he affirms that man's highest 
need creates society's highest law, and to him the spectacle of a 
civilization which not only has caused the "desert to bloom as 
the rose," but has scattered the lilies of commerce, the white 
sails of our ships, over all the seas; which out of man's labor
theology's curse-has made luxury possible to the lowliest, has 

_	crowned plenty with freedom; that, in spite of priest and deity, 
has placed man at the summit of intelligence arid power; a civ
ilization so broad and fraternal that it has become the refuge of 
the religious believer driven from his own country by the legiti
mate fruit of his creed. religious intolerarice; the spectacle of 
that civilization allowing such alien to become a menace to the 
liberty of opinion, a dictator to the government which shelters 
him, is both shameful and humiliating. 

As Secularists, we repudiate as an encroachment upon our 
secular rights the attempt to fix our holidays by a pagan calendar; 
we repudiate as a violation of our secular constitution Constantine 
and his day of the sun, which Christians have palmed off upon 
the world as the Sabbath, and which they are now industriously 
working to amend upon our secular constitution, to the effect that 
the civilization of the nineteenth century shall legally and under 
penalties do reverence to the semi-civilization of the time which 
permitted the murderer of his own son to pose as one of the 
"Lord's specially anointed." We affirm that the people who 
have achieved free institutions are the joint guardians of such 
results as their own intelligence and labor· have accom plished; 
that to the wage worker and the brain worker alike our libraries, 
our art galleries, our museums, our parks, should be free and 
open, with no other restriction laid against them than such as econ
omy of time and health suggests; that to these belong!dhe right to 
dictate their own holidays, and that they are no more bound to 
observe as sacred days set apart to pagan deities than they are to 
ob;;erve as national holidays the birthdays of kings and emperors. 

The Secularist sees with alarm that ecclesiastical bodies, made 
bold by privileges already granted under a government" not in 
any sense founded upon the Christian religion," as Washington 
said, propose now to take actual possession of such. Our gov
ernment and schools are both declared to be "godless," and as 
such must be theologically inoculated. A trinity of experts
the National Reform Association, the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union, and the Sabbath Observance Society-move with 
one accord to put "God" into our constitution, the Christian re
ligion into our schools, and Constantine's "sun day" into legal 
force. They propose, as Jonathan Edwards, D.D., said at a 
meeting of the National Reform Association at Philadelphia in 
1873. that "this government shall be a Christian government, 
and none but the man who has accepted heaven by the way of 
the cross shall have a vote." They propose to so amend the 
constitution under the Blair bill "that each state in the union 
shall establish and maintain a system of free public schools . .'. 
in which shall be taught the common branches of knowledge, 
virtue, morality, and the principles of the Christian religion," 
"and the United States shall guarantee to every state the support 
and maintenance of such a system of schools as herein provided." 
And they propose to destroy personal- liberty by fastening upon 
us legally under the guise of religious worship, under pains and 
penalties, one of the fete days of the pagan world. 

Romanism has grown so arrogant that it dares from the ground 
of refuge insult publicly the memory of a man who, as a victim 
of the intense hatred of ecclesiasticism for everything progressive, 
served to show the world the way to freedom; a man whose de
votion to truth was greater than his fear of .death-Bruno-whose 
memory the whole civilized and enlightened world met this vear 
to honor and crown on the very ground where he sealed his de
votion to humanity and the cause of liberty by becoming a victim 
o~,that church, from whose altar, merciless and pitiless, Cardinal 
Gibbons once more denounces him. 
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We believe that our free public· schools are the' fairest flower 
of personal freedom, that the fruit which follows the flower-in
telligent citizenship-is the only possible ground upon which to 
build and perpetuate free institutions. We accept the ecclesias
tical definition of both our educational and political creed. They 
are "godless," and we propose to keep them so. We believe 
with Robert G. Ingersoll that one of the grandest achievements 
of man was when he retired the gods from active participation 
in both the educational and political affairs of men. 

SEPARATION OF' CHURCH AND STATE.* 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FELLOW-CITIZENS: You were no 
doubt taken by surprise at the announcement that a rabbi con
sented to address you, and I am surprised to find myself in such 
good company-so much so that the question wight well present 
itself, What, is Saul also amongst the prophets? I will answer 
you by saying that in the interpretation of the word "prophet" -in 
Hebrew" nabi "-1 consider you or any man who feels himself 
honestly inspired to promote the welfare of his fellow-men a 
God's messenger, and if you stand united in the promotion of 
that humanity which is determined to grant and to secure free
dom to all, I recognize in you the prophets of a great future. 
And speaking of the prophets of old, permit me to call your at
tention to the historical fact that all of these from Moses to Sam-. 
uel, and from Samuel to Malachi, all were the strongest advo
cates of the separation of church and state, and opposed to a 
priestcraft or caste that would override the power of a free gov
ernment. I have, therefore, the right to apply to you this mis
sion, and with this understanding I agree to speak to you of the 
most paramount duty of every true citizen of our great and 
blessed commonwealth. 

\Vhen your worthy president requested my humble services, I 
first hesitated to consent, principally for two reasons. Politically, 
I hold that no preacher should meddle with politics. There is 
enough work for all of them within the precincts of their churches 
and the pulpit, and as good citizens they ought to know the first 
duty, viz: the separation of church and state. The second scru
ple I found in the heading of your periodical, FREETHOUGHT, 
which to weak minds has a dangerous intimation, but to every 
serious thinker can it be aught but a cha;llenge to think right and 
act right. In the declaration of your political principles 1 found 
clearly stated, I fully agree, and I do hold that it is the only 
platform upon which we can safely agree and must unite for the 
defense of the liberty of our land. That there are dangers ahead 
and attempts made to override it is known to everybody, and yet 
the greater danger is that we treat too lightly these vandalisms of 
our sacred institutions. The tiny snowflake drops but gently 
upon the snow peaks of the high Alps, but as it falls its weight is 
sufficient to move the snowball, which in its descent multiplies 
its volume until as an avalanche .it hurls death and destruction 
into the valleys beneath. The evil power which might be often 
checked in its conception by one, individual opposition will re
quire an army to be conquered or subdued. 

A passing review of ancient history and a single glance over 
modern records will suffice to convince any man of the danger 
of a concentrated power, and none more dangerous than when 
priestcraft wields the ruling scepter. The warning o! th~ proph.ets 
remained unheeded, and Judea was led away captive mto exIle, 
and only when freed of its priestcraft coul~ Judaism rise again 
from the ashes of a temple which their priests had polluted. 
Greece had to see her beautiful arts mouldering in the shrines of 
demoralized priests; and both ancient and modern Rome had a 
priestcraft which, grasping the reins of government, made the 
seven-hilled city ring with the cries of ~he martyrs who sealed 
their lives with the cry for truth and lIberty. Only a few days 
ao-o modern Rome reared a monument in memory of Bruno, the 
champion who dared to raise his voice against a de~enerated 
priestcraft. And what wealth would be capable of erectmg mon
uments for all those who fell victims to the bloody sword of the 
crusaders and the infamous Inquisition I These two causes were 
sufficient to stop the chariot of freedom for centuries and tQ check 

*An address delivered by Rabbi J.Bloch, .of.portland; before the 
Secular Convention. . , . 

the advance of humanity, with the ills still lingering like an in
curable disease in our advanced age, in the intolerance of creeds 
and in the fanaticism of sects these hollow echoes from the dark 
ages. Compare only the high civilization of Spain when the 
Moors excelled in science and art, with the national decay that: 
followed its conquest by Ferdinand and Isabella, the helpless 
rulers ruled by Grand Inquisitors. Education and learning dis
appeared with the rise of priestcraft, and those proud colleges, 
once filled by the intelligence of the world, were turned into tor
ture chambers, where the priest delighted in the contortions of 
dislocated limbs, torn muscles, and strained nerves-all for the 
glory of the church. Priest-ridden Spain is still a warning ex
ample to all who would chain the state to the church, while all 
Europe is slowly but surely trying, like Italy, to redeem itself. 
Socialism and Anarchy are possible only in Russia, where the 
emperor \vears a pope's tiara-the very type of tyranny; 

Already we must keenly observe that this virgin soil of our 
great republic is endangered to be invaded by these foreign 
thoughts, by selfish manipulators, who have nothing to lose and 
everything to win. The attempts of a religious coloring of the 
constitution, the multiplication of holidays, the Sunday-law, et<;:., 
are but the beginning of the tearing down of the fort of liberty, 
a plea of hypocrisy' calculated to gradually bring church and state 
closer together. You have organized for the purpose of exposing 
these dangers, and, if need be, to defend your liberties by word 
and deed. To begin with, I believe we must first and foremost 
direct the attention of this world to our free schools. They must 
remain what they were intended for-the training-schools of the 
future citizen. Religion is able to take care of itself without the 
aid of government, and we have enough of good churches, elo
quent pulpits, and Sunday-schools to attend to the spiritual wants 
and the morals of the people, and we can glory indeed in the 
best of all religious teachers-the mother of her children. The 
public schools being a part and portion. of our great and free in- . 
stitutions, it must need be free of any and all sectarianism. If 
the Bible must be read in the public school, the question must 
be asked, What Bible-the Vulgate, the Septuagint, Luther~s 
translation, the English, or the revised version? Every sect or 
creed has.a right to select its favorite, and the Infidel to insist 
upon his own views. \Vho shall read the Bible? The Catholic 
church insists the priest only, and I say reading the Bible without 
interpretation is robbing the children of valuable time, and leav
ino- it to the respective teacher his or her explanation must be 
se~tarian, especially if we remember that in many cases that 
teacher was elected through church influences, and the school 
board are generally the pillars of the church. I have experi
enced the effect. Shortly after the war I was called to Arkansas 
to take charge of a congregation. There was no school of any 
kind in the place, and I volunteered to teach. I succeeded in 
establishing a non-sectarian school, but as soon as placed in· 
charo-c of the trustees, notwithstanding my protests, they insisted 
that ~f course the studies must begin with the reading from the 
Bible. A voung fellow about 2 I years of age, who could not 
even maste'r the ABC, I noticed would invariably turn abollt as 
soon as I commenced reading, until I questioned the reason of 
his ill conduct, when he frankly repl:ed, If Well, sir, I do not 
believe in the Tewish Bible; I believe in the Methodist Bible." 
Beincr told that 01 should like to see once such a copy, he returned 
the n~xt morning convinced that the Methodist Bible was a fic- . 
tion in his mind. The truth is that prejudices are thus engen
dered and the children instead of learning that in union there is 
stren;th are early trained' to conceive differences. Ever since 
my a~rival in Portland five years ago I have exerted my little 
influence to accomplish this reformation, and, thanks to our 
hio-h.:minded fellow-citizen and the truest friend which our pubo 
lic schools have, Mr. John Wilson, the Bible is no longer read; 
but sectarian prayer is still lingering. 

Let us persevere in our watchfulness against any and all inno
vations directed against our freedom of thought and conscience; 
and should we sooner or later prevail and succeed, let us, on the 
other hand, not plunge into another extr~me. . Claiming the, 
right of freedom and the prot~ction. of o~r lIberty, we omus~.not 
withhold it from others, and Llberahsm, lIke any other Ism, IS apt 
to grow into fanaticism pre~nant with t~e .evil .~pirit of into!eranc.e ' 
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THE SHERIPP'S STORY. 

A NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURE, IN THREE CHAPTERS, ILLUSTRATING 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH IN RESTRAINING CRnlE• 
• CHAPTER I. 

O)d residents of Providence, R. I., will remember the excite
ment prevailing in that city about thirty } ears ago, caused by 
burglaries of frequent occurrence during a period of several 
months that effectually baffled the vigilance of police and detect
ives. The writer, then a boy of seventeen, was visiting some 
relatives, a family residing there, who were among the sufferers. 
Their house had been entered a short time prior to my visit and 
a considerable amount of jewelry and silver plate stolen, one of 
the articles being a large ewer, or pitcher, that had been in the 
family several generations and prized beyond its intrinsic value. 
I had seen it during a former visit and admired its massive 
beauty. The family consisted of a widow and her two daughters. 
Their only servant, Mary, a bright,go()d-Iooking Irish girl, h:td, 
by her industry and correct deportment, won their confidence 
and esteem. She was found the morning after the burglary by 
the old lady, who went to call her thinking she had overslept, 
near her bedroom door bound, gagged, and apparently uncon
sci~us. Her story, when revived, was that she was awakened by 
a light rap at her door, which, presuming her services were re
quired by some member of the family, she opened, and was in
stantly seized by two men, who demanded that she should show 
them where the valuables were kept; that she refused and at
tempted to escape and alarm the household, but was overpowered 
and fainted from frig-ht. A brother of the widow was sheriff of 
the county, and he offered a reward of one hundred dollars for 
the recovery of the pitcher, and an additional sum for the detec
tion of the burglars. The robbery was almost the sole topic of 
conversation. I was an eager listener. Mary, however, was not 
inclined to talk about it, irwariably becoming hysterical whenever 
I asked her any questions. The old lady, hearing me ask her 
to describe the men, reproved me sharply, intimating that it was 
very presuming in one of my years to meddle with malters of 
such importance. 

An old negro known as Uncle Pete occasionally came to the 
house to saw wood and bring in coa1. He was formerly a slave, 
but had bought his own and his wife's freedom, migrated north~ 
and was living in his own house on Nigger alley. He had 
learned to read and write to a limited extent, was shrewd, indus
trious, and respectful, but an object of great aversion to Mary, 
who invariably spoke of him as the "ould nagur." One day, as 
he was at work in the back yard. I said to him, _ 

"Uncle Pete, I don't believe Mary's story of the burglary; do 
you?" 

"Hush, chile," said he; "don't talk too loud. You's a cute 
youngster, but be carefu1. Come over to my house to-night and 
I'll tell you something." 

I could hardly wait for darkness, so impatient was I to learn 
what Uncle Pete had to communicate. 

In answer to my knock that night he opened the door and 
invited me in. There was no light in the room, and he cau
tioned me to speak softly. "You's right, chile, about that gal,." 
said he; .r she's a devil, and the old lady thinks she's a saint; 
she goes out one night, sometimes two, every week; tells the old 
lady she takes care of her sick aunt. She hain't got no aunt. 
She meets a big lrisher down by the cove and goes with him to 
the priest's house, Father Flannigan. I speck he's the priest's 
brother-looks like him-and they's the ones that's doing all this 
devilment. It's truth l'se telling you, chile, but I can't do noth
ing; the old lady wouldn't believe anything agin Mary; the sher
iff wouldn't pay no 'tention to a nigger, . and the d'-d lrishers 
woul~ murder me sure if I should made any fuss. You's a boy, 
but nght sharp, and maybe you can find out something, but you 
must be mighty carefu1." 

Uncle Pete's opinion was that the big Irisher, the priest's 
brother, as he suspected from their resemblance, was the active 
mem ber of the gang; that information was in some way obtained 
by Mary as to the situation of the residence to be plundered, for 
the burglaries were confined entirely to private residences. . The 
booty, he suspected, was taken to the house of Fath~r Flannigan, 

who made frequent trips to New York for the probable purpos.e 
of disposing of their plunder. 

He drew a rough diagram of the house, told me how to gain 
access to the back yard, and that from the roof of a shed that I 
could easily climb I could see into the dining-room and possibly 
obtain some evidence that would lead to their conviction. Of 
course this could only be done at night, and I laid my plans ac
cordingly. Acting upon Uncle Pete's suggestion, I managed to 
find out during the day what evening Mary was to go out, and 
watched on the opposite side of the street for her. The streets 
being dimly lighted, I could follow her unobserved. She meta 
man at a distance of several blocks and went with him to the 
priest's house. I followed, keeping as near as I thought prudent. 
As soon as I heard the door close I went around to the rear of 
the house through an~alley, climbed a high board fence. inclosing 
the garden, in which the shrubbery grew thick, and got on the 
roof 'described by Uncle Pete by the aid of a convenient tree. 
The window blinds were closed, but through the openings I 
could get a partial vew of the room. I could hear the voices of 
two men ami occasionally distinguish a word. After apparently 
agreeing upon some plan, one of the men in a louder tone said, 
"Well, I'm d-d dry, haven't had a drink to-day." The other 
walked across the room to a sideboard, which he unlocked, and 
taking out the silver pitcher, that I instantly recognized, said, 
"Here, Mike, take a drink out of this; it'll taste good." I heard 
Mary make some remark, at which they all laughed heartily. 
After a drink all around the pitcher was returned to the side
board, the door locked, and Mary and the big Irisher went out, 
the priest remaining. They were out of sight by the time I got 
down from the roof and out on the street. 

It was late the next morning whem Mary reached home. She 
told a sad story of the suffering of her aunt and her own fatigue. 
During the day we learned that another burglary had been com
mitted. I asce!tained that Father Flannigan's duties at the 
chapel occupied his time one and sometimes two evenings in 
the week. So, making such p~eparations as I thought necessary, 
I watched until I saw him come out of his house. I followed 
him a short distance to make sure he was on his way to church, 
then, as I knew he would not be long absent, returned, and again 
climbing on the roof tried to open the window with a chisel I 
had brought. Failing in this, I explored further and found the 
cellar door was not securely fastened, and soon effected an ·en
trance. I had taken the precaution to bring a candle, which I 
lighted, found the kitchen door and the stairs leading to the din
ing room. The sideboard was locked, but I easily pried it open 
wilh my"chisel. The pitcher was there, about half filled with. 
some sort of liquor, the exact kind of which I was at that time 
ignorant, but information subsequently acquired leads me to be
lieve to have been a choice article of brandy. A drink that I 
imprudently took of it nearly strangled me, causing me to drop 
my candle, which was extinguished. I failed to find it, and 
grasping my prize, endeavored to find the door in the darkness: 
'Vhile groping and stumbling against the furniture, I heard the 
street door open and voices in the hall. The parties must have 
been in haste to reach the sideboard, for before I could effect 
my escape the door was open~d and Father Flannigan, with a 
lamp in his hand, and the rr big Irisher" entered. For an instant 
we gazed at each other, then, dashing the contents of the pitcher 
in the priest's face, I sprang for the door, but in the darkness I 
had got on the wrong side of the room; they were nearer to it 
than I, and intercepted me. Of course it was an unequal con
test and I was soon overpowered. I rem em ber, however, .with 
infinite gratification of getting a finger of the priest between my 
teeth and gnawing with the energy of desperation. His howls 
of pain, and ejaculations more fervent than pious, were the last of 
my recollection. I was beaten to insensibility. \Vhen I regained 
consciousness I was suffering intense pain and shiverinO' with 
cold. My hands and feet were tied, and I knew by the ~ouldy 
atmosphere that I was in a cellar. After a while I succeeded in 
loosening the cords with which I was bound, and on 100kinO' 
around saw faint rays of light that I found came through th~ 
partly open d~or that I had .gotte~ in at. Cautiously I crept out 
and, ~ speedIly as my brUIsed Im?-b~ w~)Uld permit, left those 
premlsei.-( To oe Continued.) A. W .. POOLE. 
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SECTARIANISM AMONG TaB GOOD TEMPLARS. 

The Good Templars of Seattle, Wash., are all torn up over 
the question of religion, and the controversy threatens to disrupt 
the order. An attempt is being made to drive out all the mem
bers who do not believe in the God of the Bible, as defined by 
the stricter members, and many members in Seattle, as well as 
in other parts of the country, are about to resign rather than sub
mit to sectarian domination. 

The .controversy began with a change in the qualifications for 
membership, so that they read, "the supreme ruler of the uni
verse," instead of "a supreme ruler of the universe." 

In his report to the right worthy grand lodge of the world last 
summer, Mr. Turnbull, right worthy chief templar of the world, 
defined this to mean God as defined in the Bible, and being a 
Presbyterian, he ruled that this definition meant the trinity. 
Thus all but trinitarian Christians were barred out. 

This report was adopted, and thus became the law of the 
order. The decision was transmitted from the universal body 
to the right worthy grand lodge of the United States, and also to 
the grand lodge of Washington. That body met at Chautauqua 
last August, and, although Grand Chief Templar Bushell rec· 
ommended that the rule be not enforced, he was overruled, and 
instructed to transmit Mr. Turnbull's rulings to the subordinate 
lodges to be acted on. This was accordingly done. 

A printed circular from the right worthy grand lodge of the 
world came before Pacific Lodge, No. 94, of Seattle last week, 
and it was orderedthat'all members who could not comply with 
the religious requirements of Mr. Turnbull should resign, and to 
expel all who declined to do so. 

A hot discussion followed, many members who could not 
comply with the rule, conscientiously, objecting to such a severe 
test, and contending that a religious test was inconsistent with 
the objects of the order. 

No action was reached on the matter, as the consideration of 
it was deferred to a future meeting, but members declared openly 
in the meeting, and now declare publicly, that they will withdraw 
rather than submit to any religious test. Although Grand W or
thy Chief Templar Bushell is a liberal and comes under ;the 
han, he urges subordinate lodges to comply with the law. 

The new law is of far-reaching effect, for in Christian coun
tries it shuts out all Unitarians, Agnostics, and Atheists. As many 
members of the proscribed sects in the United States are closely 
wedded to the original principle of good-templarism, abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors, there is a strong feeling in favor of 
breaking away from the parent order rather than have the move
ment crippled by the sectarian test. 

The Rev. Justin D. Fulton in England. 

Dr. Fulton, an American, has recently given, at Brighton, un
der the auspices of the local branches of the Protestant Alliance, 
some lectures on Ritualism and Rome, which, for vigor of lan
guage, were remarkable. The Rev. J. G. Gregory, incumbent 
of Emmanuel church, presided at .the Dome meetings, and the 
Sussex Daily News publishes a strongly-worded remonstrance 
which the bishop of Chichester has addressed to the reverend 
gentleman, in which he hauls the poor parson over the coals for 
his tolerance, and rebukes him for not defending the virgin 
mother from the lecturer's attacks, pointing out that Dr. Fulton 
" in attacking, and I must say vilifying, the Virgin Mary, did, in 
fact, attack the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ as holy 
scripture presents it. The whole scheme of man's redemption 
rests on the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of that in
carnation, the greatest of all mysteries, the Virgin Mary was the 
pure and holy channel. _ God sent forth his ~on made of a woman, 
but that woman, ac.cording to prophesy, a virgin. The Word 
was made flesh, but in a new and strange way in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary by the operation of the Holy Ghost." The 
bishop calls upon his subordinate to publicly repudiate and con
demn the sentiments uttered by the irreverent lecturer.-National 
Reformer. 

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for November, Mr.H. L. Green 
announces, will be an extraordinary good one. A portion of 

the contents will be as follows: Giordano Bruno," by Robert U 

G. Ingersoll; "Why was Bruno Murdered?" by Geo. Jacob 
Holyoake; "The Source of Economic Law," by Prof. Thomas 
Davidson; "Only one World after all!-that Infinite," by T. B. 
Wakeman; "The Bruno Celebration and the Papal Allocution," 
by Edward Montgomery, M. D.; cc How to be Good though God
less," by Hugh O. Pentecost; "Giordano Bruno," a poem by 
Emma Rood Tuttle; also a fine" Likeness and Life Sketch" of 
John E. Remsburg, and much other interesting matter. Price, 
20 cents. For sale at the FREETHOUGHT office. 

Mrs. Krekel at MoMinnville. 

To the Editors of Freetko.ug/zt.
As vice-president of the A. S. U., I feel it is due to one of my own sex 

to speak a good word for Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, who has lately deliv
ered three fine -lectures here in this place. As I am not accustomed to 
writing notices of this kind, I fear I cannot do her justice, but will say I 
lrnve often heard the remark that women make tht: best school-teachers 
for the reason that they have the faculty of explaining morl! distinctly to 
the young minds so they can easily comprehend the meaning of the thing 
explained. Thus in regard to the lecture she explained her points bO 

wisely that the young could comprehend her meaning very easily. As 
my seventeen-year-old daughter remarks, I wish I could speak as well 
as Mrs. Krekel. Her audience was not large, but appreciative. I think 
if she should come here again it would be much larger. I am sure there 
are many here who would be very glad to have her come again, and hope 
she will be so remunerated for her labor of love for humanity that she 
can well afford to spend her whole time in the lecture field. 

Yes, I admit that Mr. S. P. Putnam has done a great work in break
ing the ice and paving the way for others who might come after, and I 
hope lie will reap a rich reward; also Secretary Stevens. We cannot 
give him up, he has done so much for the Nine D~mands; and now comes 
our Brother Geo. H. Dawes, who, we feel, will be sufficient {or his day, 
May he be the means of reviving the milk·and-water Liberals here. 

Fraternally yours, MRS. M. J. OLDS. 

McMinnville, Or. 

"Freethought" Needed in Looal Affairs. 

To tke Editors of Freetkought: 
It is my good fortune to be possessed of a couple of numbers of FREE

THOUGHT, which have, at the instance of one of its admirers, been cast 
in my way, as "seed scattered by the wayside." 

I must say its writers are both descriptive and interesting and must put 
in all their time to make so readable a sheet with what would. appear at 
first a limited field for labor. But as" to the patient in waiting all things 
come in season," a publication so fairly presented, opened to the expres
sion of the honest convictions of all, cannot fail to find readers and sub
scrihers that, in the end, will bring a just reward. 

Freethought-the mother of free speech, the result of intelligent think
ing and expression-is a magic word and tends to develop minds of the 
character of those who were the signers of the charter of American liberty 
-the Declaration ofIndependence. In whatever direction free and noble 
thought develops itself the. tendency is to the enlightening and benefiting 
of all classes and races of people, and when a newspaper or publication 
furnishes the avenue for the promulgation of free and independent ideas 
it is capable of a power of good. 

Go on with your work and prosper in your effort in trying to do good. 
He who labors day by day with all his might to do good, deserves and, 
in the end, will see his good labors meet with their just reward. 

There. is much of good that you can do, with your sprightly pen, in 
local matters. I hope to !iee YOll bend your energies in that way. S. 

San Francisco. 

The Disoussion of the Terry Case Continued. 

To tke Editors (If Frutk(lugn.t: 
Your correspondent in FREETHOUGHT under date of October 12, over 

the signature of" J. C. P.," regards my reply to :Mr. Freeman as "em
inently proper and correct in the main," but seems to think that I made 
" several ~laring mistakes," and invites some one who ha.s the records of 
the facts to-correct the mistakes. 

I had Terry's trial before the vi~ilance committee printed in pamphlet 
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form containing something like one hundred pages or more, giving the· 
history of the whole affair, confirming all I said in regard to Terry's trial. 
Perhaps I may be able to find that pamphlet among my papers at Knight's 
Ferry, where I resided at the time, on my return. As" J. C. P;" calls 
for additional information from one who may have the records, I am con
tent to await developments. 

Mr. Knight's article deserves a more extended notice. He informs 
your readers that he is well and thoroughly acquainted with all the cir
cumstances of the Sarah Althea Hill-Sharon trial, and particularly with 
Sarah Althea; much better than I could be, or should permit myself to .. 
be, however respectable and amiable she may be in the estimation of Mr. 
Knight. I may therefore have done her injustice. If I have it is unin
tentional.' 

Mr. Knight also seems to be of the opinion that my letter is true in the 
,,! main," but that it does not leave the readers of FREETHOUGHT well 
informed in the case, which would be unpardonable in me if true; and 
undertakes to inform them wherein I have failed. 

As to Terry, he admits that I have shot near the mark, except as' to 
the" animus" which I have thrown into my words. I do not see in what 
respect" animus" impairs the truth of a statement. I admit, with Mr. 
Knight, that I am no admirer of Terry, nor have I great respect for the 
virtues and amiable qualities of Sarah Althea, as Mr. Knight seems to 
have. 

By way of prelude to his efforts to enlighten the readers of FREE
THOUGHT, he tells them he is a "Republican to the core." Did he ex
pect to reinforce and emphasize what he was going to say, by that 
expression?.,.--for he speaks with confidence and assurance after that. 
" We know Sarah Althea Terry," he says. "WE challenge the state" 
[think of that, readers of FREETHOUGHT] " to deny one word we have 
to say. We make no exception. Schell, jf he pleases; the heirs or at
tor~eys of Sharon, if they like; the· judges Field, Hoffman, Sawyer, 
Deady, Sabin, each and all." To have perfected the challenge and 
made it a little more comprehensive, he should have added: WE "chal
enge all the world and the rest of mankind." This is ground and lofty 
tumbling. None but a "Republican to the core" could have made such 
an exhibition of himself.' Would it not have been eminently proper and' 
perhaps interesting to tile readers of FREETHOUGHT, if he had told them 
what constituted a "Republican to the core?" Do Republicans with a 
core excel in any particular virtue? People usually excise the core from 
fruit \vhen they use it, as no good. If the core is no good, and it were 
eliminated from Mr. Knight, would it not restore him to the condition of 
a normal Republican, and bring him from his" high soaring down?" 

In the eulogy which he essays to deliver upon the much abused and 
persecuted Sarah Althea Terry, he says: "She came to San Francisco a 
young American woman of education, means, of passable beauty of face 
and form, [modest] and with nothing to indicate vice either in manner 
or deportment." But she brought a suit against Sharon for a divorce, 
alimony, and a divi!iion of community property, and to prove her marriage 
she introduced a secret contract of marriage which the court declared to . 
be a forgery. The trial of the case was a disgrace to civilization, the 
magnitude of unmitigated perjuries during !he trial was appalling, the 
lies sworn to were more numerous than the sands on the sea shore. The 
citizens of San Francisco were struck with" horror dumb," and paralyzed 
with amazement at the boldness, wickedness, and a~dacity of her attor
neys, and at the close of each day's trial, excitedly asked, "What next?" 
Terry volunteered his services in the fight on the side of the woman, and 
the bullet that failed to hit him on the confederate field of battle, killed 
him. The troubles incident to the case hastened the death of Sharon, 
and Neagle's bullet killed Terry. 

She may have been an amiable woman, and was one of courage, no 
doubt, for she pulled Judge Sawyer's hair in the case. She grossly in
sulted the court in San Francisco, for which she was incarcerated thirty 
days in prison. She ran for her pistol with which to aid her husband in 
his attempts to assassinate Field at· Lathrop; and because Field objected 
. to being thus assassinated, and Neagle, who seconded the objection in a 
decisive manner, she sent up a wail, that a cold-blooded murder had 
been committed. 

Mr. Knight further says; "If she is a badwoman, Nature lies." Here 
is a question of veracity involved between Nature and Mr. Knight. I 
will not assume the province to determine the· qucition.· I leave it to the 
readets of FRE~THOUQHT to dete·rminci. ... . 

Mr. Knight further asks the question: "May the United States courts 
appoint and pay an assassin to lay a trap tor, and kill a bold, bad man1'" 
The question is put in such a manner as to answer itself that they did. 
" If so, who is safe?" 

The question is easily answered; all who are not bold, bad men, are 
safe. It would be a god-send to mankind if more bold, bad men were 
killed: 

Mr. Knight goes on to say: "Thomas Paine was called a bold bad 
man." Not in the sense Terry was. "So is Robert G. Ingersoll." Not 
in the sense Terry was. "So is the Editor of FREETHOUGHT;" not in the 
sense Terry was by a "d--n sight." Pardon my profanity; it is a 
borrowed expression, and I trust in this case pardonable. 

I beg to remind Mr. Knight that there is great diff;!rence between a 
bold, bad man such as he admits Terry was, and being called such, as he 
says Paine, Ingersoll, Putnam & Macdonald were. 

To bedraggle the names of such men by associating them with the 
name of Te~ry for· the purpose of illustrating a point, will not be approved, 
I apprehend, by the' readers of FREETHOUGHT, who hold those names in 
esteem. Mr. Knight made a mistake in this particular, I think. 

Mr. Knight virtually and impliedlY,accuses the United States court of 
appointing and paying an assassin to lay a trap for killing a bold, bad 
man-Terry. Why does not Mr. Knight enlighten the readers of FREE
THuUGHT, since he appears so anxious upon that point, by showing when, 
where, how and by whom the appointment was made--who the assassin 
was and how he laid the trap? Did any of the judges of the United 
States court make threats against Terry? Did any make an assault upon 
him? In what manner was the trap set? What constituted the essential 
elements of said trap? Mr. Knight does not inform the readers of FREE
THOUGHT upon the points so pertinent to these questions and the truth 
of what he says! And he makes no exception to the charges and chal
lenges which he utters; even" Schell, if he pleases." Well, Schell 
pleases. His charges, either directly or indirectly, by implication or 
otherwise, that the United States court had appointed and paid an assas
sin to lay a trap and kill a bold bad man (Terry), are without the least 
foundation in tr,uth or in fact, and his accusations faU flat without the 
least evidence to sustain them. 

Did Field or Neagle hunt for Terry at Lathrop; or seek a fight or row 
with him? How and in \vhat manner did Field or Neagle or both set a 
trap? Both were sitting quit!tly at the table eating t,heir supper when 
Terry and wife came into the dining-room. Neither of them even made 
faces at the Terrys. When they saw Field, without a word, Mrs. Terry 
ran in hot baste for her pistol which she had left in the car, and Terry 
rushed for Field and committed a brutal and unprovoked ~ssault upon 
him. Pray, Mr. Knight, where does the Field-Neagle trap come in? 
\-Vhere or how commence? There was a trap there! But it was a Terry 
trap. Terry was to assault Field, get into a· row with him, while Mrs. 
Terry, with the pistol she got in a. hurry, was to shoot Field in defense 
of her husband. This was the trap. Every circumstance shows that it 
was. 

But, Mr. Knight, fate had decreed that it should be otherwise. The 
sun of David S. Terry had set; his destiny was fulfilled; "thus far shalt 
thou go and no farther." Government at Washington had heard of the 
threats which Terry made against FIeld, and Attorney-General Miller 
appointed Neagle a United States marshal to protect the person of Judge 
Field in case Terry attempted to carry out his threats. And this consti
tuted the trap al}d plan of assassination of Terry. It was well known 
that Terry was a desperate man; that in power, strength, and physical 
ability he was more than a match for three men like Field, and the only 
way to equalize brute forc~ was the pistol. It could not reasonably be 
expected, under the circumstances, that Neagle would split hairs before 
he fired. And the. general opinion is, as far as I can learn, that he did 
not fire a second too soon. 

In England, a man who threw a brick at the judge who had decided 
a case against him had his right hand cut off and then was decapitated . 

Mr. Knight, the truth is, a supreme crisis had arisen; the important 
q~estion of survival must be decided. Either David S. Terry or the 
circuit court of the United States of America for the state of California 
must be abolished. Terry was abolished; and there tlie matter rests, 
and there let it rest; This communication determine:. the discussion so 
far ai I am concerned. A. SCHELL. 

Albany, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1889. 
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=:THE NEW YORK DRESS GHART,:-I 

A system of easily·comprehended rules and 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

in the most perfect manner. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts 

and Tailor 
systems. It is 

adapted to the mod
ern requirements of dress, 

and is used and indorsed by 
the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old 
methods as the steam car is to the stage. 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10; 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
a short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matLers of household econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the ·dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. m&rTo take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight••Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents } DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

.TA YLOR &S. 	 p· CO., 
Manufitcturers and Dealers in 

PAP E R S ! . -	 .

Mamla, Book, lY~ws, Hardwar~, Wrappmg

PAPER BAGS TWINE. 
. 	 '..

PIoneer So. Coast and San Gerommo Paper MIlls 
41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. F. 

W. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERSJ 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Spowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws~ either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is Itl A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the. fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. . Address 

• PUTNA?I & MACDONALD. 

The Secret. 
I have heard a fearful secret; 

To the Shah I will not tell it; 

I will hide it from my sweetheart, 

From my merry, dear companions, 


When they ask. 

This it is: The clod I trample 

Was the skull of Alexander, 

And the waters of the ocean 

In the veins of haughty princes 


Once ran red. 

And the dust douds of the desert 

Were the lips of lovely women; 

Where are they, and they who kissed them? 

Power dies, and beauty passes-


Naught abides. 

Where is Jamshyd, and his beaker? 

Solomon, and where his mirror? 

Which of all the wise professors 

Knows when Kaus and Jamshyd flourished-


Who can tell? 

They were mighty, yet they vanished! 

Names are all they left behind them; 

Glory first, and then an echo; 

Then the very echo hushes- . 


All is still. 

Oh, my Shah, ask not my secret! 

Sweetheart, I must hide it from YOI1. · 


They who hear it are not merry: 

Power dies, and beauty passes


Naught abides. 
-We R. Thayer in Atlantic Monthly. 

Fair Warning was Given. 
l\Irs. Gadd-Oh, Mr. Shrill, stop a mo

ment; I want to speak to you. Have you 
been home'since morning? 

l\lr. Shrill-No. 
"Heard anything?" ,I "\-Vhy, no. What do you mean?" "Oh I 't b h fi t t 11 f' 

. ,can e t e r~ to e you 0 .It;
mdeed I can't. The nelCThbors are sal'm' 
th t' 'r d M 0 H hIa ycur WIle an r. ansom ave
eloped." 

"Well, well! It's his own fault. I 
warned him to keep away from her." 

In a Bad Way. 
Fannie (who is engaged to Charles)

Charles, don't you remember you said that 
you would buy me the first real handsome 
ring you saw? Here in this window is a 
regular beauty. 

Charles-Y-e-s; I haven't got my pock
etbook in these pants, and they are the 
only pair I've got. ' . 

Fond Wife-" \Vhat are you so busy at ?" 
Young Physician-II I am writing a Jetter 
to the newspapers abusing Dr. Blank, the 
great scientist." But Dr. Blank has never H 

done you any harm, and you agreed with 
his theories." True; but it's against the H 

rule for physicians to advertise, and I must 
get myself before the public somehow." 

LAWYER-Do you swear positively. sir, 
that you know more than half this jury? 
'Vitness-Yes, sir; and now that I have 
taken a good look at 'em, I'll swear that I 
know more than all of 'em-put together. 

A MAN with a pinchbeck watch called it 
Faith, because it was without works, and 
therefore dead. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-...-, 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS A ND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COIlIPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

}'rice ...........••.............$1.50 
Address orders to .. 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass, 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family ,driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under . 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Slevens, Secretary of the Americln 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents;. 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

~~ • ~J~
~'rlWUGH~ · 

J4 karat Gold Scarf Pin ................: .............$ 4' .; 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 2 O· 
14 karat Gold. small size Badge Pin.................. 2 75 
14 kara~ Gold, 81\1311 size Badge Pin with Diamond. $5. 6 00 
10 brat Gold, Large Badge 1'in...................... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain)...... 3 00· 
14 karat Gold. Small Charm (for w,atch challll....... ,4 ,50 
10 karat Gold, Large CiJarm (for watch chain ...•••• 5 00.· 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond* 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, H't so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any address. sre}laid. and guaranteed WI repre~ . 

entad or mon"~U.fN~?'l' :diflcboNALD. ' 
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco. Cal. 

O 
O·r-.•' . WOO 0d's R·:h uh- a-rh' . 8l tt ',O	 impart adeIiclolls flavor to all drinks, cure d,YSp.epSi:l" ,prom.o, te dige, stion,a, nd·.

I 	ers regulate the bow~ls. Ask your deale~ for t~lem._ A' ,G. Wood, . 32~ .Ed~r: 
' 0 street. San FranCISco, Cal. 
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WATCHFUL WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

/ 	 . 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment ~nd accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has b~en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line~ and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\J-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $I5.50,.and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine_engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted" 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $Io.more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. 'Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $3 I; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25~ 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented . 

. RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select "from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. ' 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3,40 

Gold do;, $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·5° 
6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7° 
. " Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 

" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

.returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

IF YOU WANT TO K ow 
AU tlbout ow human bodr.mMaUh cmd dUeau. nature'6 ucreU f'nH"4W. 
Hcno Life iI~U4ted.heGUh m4'ftlGined,clueouinclu~d..tU4thdd4tf~ 
Hcno wma,..", Ifcmr 0tDn m4l4, MUi tronnnUtoe4Uh 0/ MaUA to~tv 
.&ad the flW4l' popul.ar. eompreh.ennN and cuqw book 'r""nll d} 

MEDIC.lL, SOCUL AXD SEXUAL SCIENCE. 
which Dr. ED(lon declares to be "pncelesa In value, n&.w, startllDg
and very In1l1roctlve." The InteEt e<llUon Is more complete and val
nable than ever, baYing been re-WTuten In important p It eon. 
ta1DB AN An'BNDlX or great pmcUcal uUllty made up of 

OVER :00 PBESOUPTIO R BEaPE8 
I' r A t4 me D NUS _ to Aft! • 4 6 • 

c mplete , ble 01 P01SOD8 an4 $rtJ.d (IrOm aumor
ttl eft). D\ll8tTateddlreetioDfl rOI' re . the dro . (pl'&pared
toJ' Health Board!'), and bygtenlc rules for re or 1Dl&n: ; alSo 

ORIGIN OP I.IFE AND DEVELOPMENT MAN, 

tracing tbe embryo from conceptiOn, through all to birth, 


lIh18trated Y Over 2 cauutul {)oJ red Lldlolfra , 

on tine plate paper. lIucb as are to be fonnd onl11O blgb prtce~ lm

ported medical works; and to illustrate the anato 1. aud relative 

posiUo~ ~r Important. pa eacb book is also embelUsbed with 

TBIlEli: EI,F.G.lNT rn OJlOaJ.l T8of'VIT.H.OIlQAN • 


Address 1I1ll'1'81 Blll PublJaltlDg Vo•• 129 , 28~ 81., If. I. 

Men, Women, and.Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Hden H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 	 Being a popular account of the formation and 

Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G.lnbersoll. Price, 50 cents. 	 Keeler•. Price, So cents. , 

Inspitation. 

o hoary sculptor, stay thy hand: 
I fain would view the lettered stone. 

What carvest thou ?-perchance some grand 
And solemn fancy of thine own. 

For oft to know the fitting word 
Some humble worker God permits. 

"Jain Ann Meginnis, 
Agid 3rd. 

He giveth His beluved fits." 
-Bierce. 

THlL bull tore up the alkali dust 
1}s he looked on the girl in red. .' 

Her bosom swelled till she thought 'twould bust, 
,And down on her knees in the alkali dust 

Her humble prayer she said. 
;' He reared and b:::llowed and made a fuss 

As down the lane he fled ... 
"You bob-tailed, short-horned, brindle-faced 

cuss," , 
Was the end of the prayer she said. 

WM. W. NOBLE, 

l\1erehant Tailor~ 

7222 BTOOKTON BT. 
Bet, Pacific and Broauway. 

DRESe 8U11'S -A SPEOIA.LTY. 
Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 

-.A.REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the most BucceSllful (in his 

:~~~l;lt~r::e~is ¥haectiDocl~: 
treats all tho~e peculiar dis
eases of young and middle·' 
aged men such as seminal 
weakness. impotency. &c., re
sulting from indes~retiOIl and 
ignorance of youth. 'I'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for bis book, "Private 
Counsellor." setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth many
times its cost. and should be 
read by the Toung for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Gonfidential 
Plain Envelope8 used. The book spokeu of sent s~aled 

~a~d~eh:reD:O}~'a;: t1~If'd~~~~~~:n~~AND, NEW JERSEY' 

[From the Washington National View 1 
'Or. Felluws. of Vineland. New Jersey offers hls valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillful physician. ~imiliar advertisements from unreliable 
practitiontlrs have been. a~sail~d and e.xposed by the presl',
!Jut•.Dr. Fell~ws, a speClaltst. 10 .hls bntl. stands foremoo!t 
10 hl,S professIOn. and. the ~ncomlums show~red uPon him 
pubhcly a8 well as In prlvate. are Jiattermg evidences ot 
the high appreciation and confidence his long and consc en
tious dtlvolion to his speciaIt.ies in hi~ profession have so 
justly merited for Lim. and it is safe to tnlSt him. 

A Testimollial. 
. WEST Lr~ERTY. 0 .• ,Aug. ]2. 1888. 

. DR.~" P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy JOu sent 
IS working lIke a cbarm. I am completely surprise the way
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been ~8ing it one week, 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) IS coming out all 
right. Yours respectfully, J. It. 

REMARKs-The above Is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of the United States 
from young. middld,aged and elderly men. suffering front 
various kinds of sexual complaints. but who afe now cured 
by my Exttlmal Application. the greatest of all known 
remedies for this class of di.,eases. As I am an out·and-out 
Liberal I trust the Freethinkers of the Land will give me 
their patronage, and not wasti their time and money on 
Christian doctor.. ...DR. FJl:LLOWS. 

http:MEDIC.lL
http:popul.ar
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R A TJ 0 N A 1 G 0 M M U N ISM 1 

The Present and the Future 
Republio of North Amerioa 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A boo~ advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

lis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under· our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munallife, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1•. 
. Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An. Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

·THE LATEST FAL\SHIONS 


~:' 

BUSINESS SUITS POR....................................................$25~0 

DRESS SUITS FOR ...................... , ............................... " 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER POR...........•.... ~..... .................... ........ 6.00 


Samples forwarded On Application, 

C~ .A.S. ,FII. :s"D"~G-:L\IJ:.A.~• 


TAILOR, 

-1.01 PIFTH STREET 1.01.

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 


AhlERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson. II 

Price, 10 cents. Address 
PUTNAll & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
. AddcopIes, 50 cents. ress 

PUTNA~[ & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of thevulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

. _THE ORDER OF CREATlON, 
A Discussion between Gladstol)e, Huxley, Muller. Linton 
Beville 00 tbe OonJU~ betweep GeotllliB &pd GeolOil 
~60cou'" 

i'l\CIPIC CllRRIAGE C()' 
BUSINESS OPPICE, 1.1. POWELL ST. 

OLIVRR f(INCKr.If.Y HVPERINl.'ENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter,Bts. 

Telepho~e 1.950. 

J A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. Imvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S.F. 

P. A. CLARK. CIlA.S. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Ootalpas for Timber Oulture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at Th~ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orde,s Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orohards 
and Vineyards. 

Addresa 

CLARK BROS., 
P.O. Bo:sO, San Jacinto, Cal. 

lX~Nl~l::SU.lX.G·S WUl"{K~. 
o , 

:alse ClaIms. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects con~idered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ,:,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci. 
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. () 

:athers of the Republic. Paitfe, Washington, 
Jefferson, and :Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; ThefL and Robbery; Adultery and 
Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. () This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
!:)criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
".iunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of christian Reformers, 
Scholars. and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T.aw!: &> p,-l(,f". '21: f'f"nh: h ('onie!:. f;y ~ 

- WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunaay and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

.The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Publio Schools 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
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THE GLO~Y.-
~ OF IQFIDELITY 

BY' SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

tl The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.~New York Truth Seeker. 

" Putnam's (/ Glory of Infidelity" is one of the' ablest defenses of Freeth·ought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

.The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
'as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." , J.F:. BECK. 

'I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 

<-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & l\IACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

'INGERSOLL'S YVORKs. 

'The Gods. Pape~, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising:' "The Gods," "Hum· 

, boldt," (' Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $J.25· 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In· 
dependence," "About Farming in Illinois, II 
"'the Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 

'.- Clark" "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Drea~," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of ~Moses. Paper, So cents; 
cloth, $1 25. fa 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must' We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 2S 
CP'nts; 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
. Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

Fisher. Paper, 50 cenls; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper. 10 cents. 
. $1 per dozen, pOliitpaid. ~ 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to a Num
, 	 ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi

tor of the San Franciscan. Scents, 50 cents 
per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
of the New York Oburt.ln'. By Robert G. 

, Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
scents. 

Address on tile Civil Rights Bill. Large size 
oct~vo, paper, 10 cents. 

ingersoil;s Lpctures Complete. Bound in one 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $S. 

FRED 8. LUGE, 

House &FreFco Painter 

CALCIMINING. 

1.1.3 Eddy street, San Francisco. 

Ladies and Women. 
The saleslady shines in a silken attire, 
The price of scant comfort and long-hoarded 

hire; 
The chambermaid lady in gar1J.~nts of white' 
And ribbons of scarlet appeals to the sight; 
The bluest of plushes the cook lady shows, 
And fills up the sidewalk wherever she goes; 
And even the wash lady proudly steps by 
In vt:lveteen ruffles that startle the eye, 
While the woman they w:ait upon goes about 

town 
In a plain little, brown little tailor-made gown. 

Ten years ago, Mr. Toole, the English 
comedian, while passing through Stratford
on-Avon, saw a rustic sitting on a fence. 
"That's Shakespeare's house, isn't it?" he 
asked, pointing to the building. "Yes." 
"Ever been there?" "No." "How long 
has he been dead?" Don't know."H 

"What did he do?" " Don't know." 
"Brought up here?" Yes." "Did heU 

write anything like the Family Herald or 
anything of that sort?" I. Oh, yes; he 
writ." "What was it?" "Well," said 
the rustic, "I think he wrote for the 
Bible." 

I "Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. 

FREETHOUGIfT BOOKS 

PUTNAM'S "'ORKS. 

The New God. 10C. The New God was made 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet .soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture.. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. a new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit of to.day."-Jo4n Swinton's 
P.~ 

Why Don't He Len~ a Hand? And other ~g. 
nostie Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. II Mr. I ut
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

~dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told. 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thoughtwhieh rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-The Universe, 
San Francisco. . 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. HAs a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Foote's Healtl~ 
MOllthly. , 

IngersoH and Jesus. A Poem. PI ice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-BO#M 

. Inrusti,ator. 
PrGmtlhtlUS; A Poem. Price, fl. "It is 

crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hmry 
W. Bellows. Q 	 C 

Gottlieb: His life'
h

or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of :Eart , Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
woulu be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life hefore. H

- Elmina Dra/u Sim/ur. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL 'DISCUSSION I 

Faith or Agnosticism. 
A series of articles 


--from-
The North American Review 


-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by }>utnam & Macdon. 
aId, 504 Kearny .t., San Francisco, California. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

Creeping through the vast, wooded defiles, around the base of 
Mary's mountain and Alsea, we strike the limpid, broadening 
waters'of the Yaquina, glistening in the sunset that flashes from 
the massive pavilion of clouds. Fronting the bay, the city of 
Yaquina, with about a hundred houses straggling along the shore, 
opens on the view, the terminus of the ,railroad. Four miles 
across, the still larger town of Newport, on the coast of the Pacific, 
stretches, with "magnificent distances," from the waters over the 
surrounding eminences. At Yaquina Bay are the beginnings of 
an immense commerce. It is expected that a transcontinental 
route will be established from this point through Boise City to 
Chicago and the East. When the railroad is completed over the 
Cascades a vast grain-producing section will be brought' into 
communication with the Pacific. Freight can be loaded directly 
upon the largest ships. Undoubtedly this will be a busy point, 
competing with Portland, Astoria, and the Sound, for the trade 
of the world. The inhabitants are dreaming dreams of the 
"good time coming." For twenty-five years, through varying 
fortunes, with the oyster beds for a "starter," this place. has been 
struggling into the ranks of metropoli"tan prosperity. During the 
summer there are more people here than can be accommodated. 
Tents are put up, and some have to sleep out of doors, or wan
der about all night. It is indeed a lovely resort. There cannot 
be more beautiful sceneries in the world. The grandeur of the 
sea is before one in the splendor of sunshine and the gloomy 
pomp of storms. Far along the beach the waves come thunder
ing in. The bay now runs seaward like a mill race, and then 
again is brightly placid as a lake inclosed among hills. From 
the midsummer atmosphere of the Willamette valley thousands 
rush to these refreshing scenes. 

At Yaquina City I take the little steamer for Newport. The 
voyage across the bay, with· mingling sunset and stars, and the 
illimitable sea dashing upon the faint horizon and the dark and 
Circling shores, is one of picturesque beauty, and is a delightful 
,finale of the journey through the mountains .. 

J. B. Hoss and J. L. George are at the landing and there is a 
hospitable welcome. No arrangements can Le made for lectures 

Tuesday night, and so I take that for a vacatioQ. The lectures 
are given on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings to good 
audiences. There is fine working material here-a bedrock of 
Liberalism upon which I believe a fair structure will be raised 
for liberty and progress. On this sea-encircled height shall blaze 
the lighthouse of immortal freedom, and the mighty waters 
shall sound forever the music of undying hope. 

I met J. B. Hoss at Portland, the confrere of M. Fitzgerell, of 
.. Silverton, who, with Wright Forshay, was the first to start that 
movement which has culminated in the brilliant convention 
which three years ago would have been a dream and nothing 
more. Thus the world advances, and from many a remote 
source the glory of to-day is achieved. 

J. B. Hoss arranged for these meetings, and on this frontier 
line, by the energy of one, a most successful campaign has been 
inaugurated. Something for the future has been accomplished. 
During the course of my lectures an organization has been effected 
with a membership of over thirty earnest men and women, and 
with such devoted and generous friends I believe the record of 
Silverton will find its answering ray upon these shores that look 
forth to the gorgeous East, amid the splendors of the far west. 
Mr. Hoss has only been a few months in Newport, but he intends 
to make it his home, and the fireside, also, of Freethought. He 
is known as an enterprising citizen, and has that kind of pluck 
which never thinks of failure. Mrs. Marilla Hoss was of tho 
Metho.dist church, but has now come with all her heart and 
mind into the Liberal ranks, and the children, baby and all, have 
the baptism of divine liberty, and the dark creeds have vanished 
from this happy household. The days passed pleas.mtly by in 
this circle of reason and humanity, where the wealth of thought 
is more than gold and jewels. 

Friend George is a pioneer from "away back," and has been 
a prominent actor in the romance of the early history of Oregon, 
and can tell mallY a story of the bflttles and marches of that 
eventful time.' He is also an old miner and has invented a gold 
separator which, it seems to me, is just the thing. His active 
mind' is busy with other inventions, and, naturally, he doesn't 
take much to orthodoxy. He is a staunch worker for Liberalism, 
and my thanks are due for his untiring efforts. 

R. A. Bensell, president of the Newport Secular Union, is the 
man for the place. He ~s a leading citizen in the community; is 
not afraid to stand by his colors, and believes in making FI ee
thought an intellectual and moral power and the defender of 
human rights. . 

Mrs. R. A. BenseH is also a talented representative of what 
woman can do in the world's progress. It is a pleasure to meet 

. with one so free from superstition, and so brightly enthusiastic 
iIi real humanitarian work. . 

I met W. S. lngall, secretary of the Union at Boston under the 
banners of the Ingersoll Secular Union. Like myself h'e ha s 
crossed ~he continent, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and he're,' 



also, he. is. the same ardent soldier of Freethought as at the am glad to announce that Mrs. Krekel has concluded to make 
"'Hub.'~. . . her home on the Pacific Coast. "She will reside atPortland, and 
" H: Titman generously donated the use of his fine Opera House, devote herself to the field work mainly in California, Oregon, 
lor merely the expense of lighting, etc., which was a great help to anq Washington. This is fortunate for our cause here. There 
~he success of the meetings. .Mr. Titman is an outspoken Liberal, could not be a nobler additio~ to our corps of laborers than Mrs. 
~.' generous .supporter. Mr. and Mrs. Geo. P. Walling, G. W. ~ Krekel. She, will, no doubt, find a field of splendid activity. 
For~,· Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, E. l\i. Burch; H. S. Brass-
field, J. W. Ball, John Petty, D. P. Clark, Rr F. Collamore, J. 
l\tJcCullen, . P. W. Miner, Mrs. M. Sollis, Emma L. Beach, M. 

·Martens, S. McHogskifi, etc., all these have put themselves in the 
front for the cause, and there will be four times as many on the 
roll, I am sure, when the next summer's campaign opens. 
t; It was my fortune to meet with Bob Brown of Lone Rock, who 
helped to lift our flag of Freethought there. He expects to settle 
at some point in this country. Just now he is camping out, but 
wherever he goes Freethought goes too. 

D. P. Clark is a comrade also, from Lodi, California. He is 
now located here with his daughter, Mrs. Dora Walling. He 
is "true blue" with every change and fortune. 
.,' I ieave Newport early Saturday ~orning, feeling that good 
werkhas been aone; that' good friends have been enlisted in 
the work, and that around these shining waters where some day 
the multitudinous' banners of commerce will wave; 'where the 
streams of trade from East to West will meet in busy music; 
where the flags of every nation shall flash, not war but peace and 
plenty; here, too, shall the beautiful and sublime in thought and 
hope fling its" orient colors waving" into these scenes of human 
toil and triumph. 

At Corvallis B. F. Hyland meets me, and amid rain and 
shine takes me to the home of Mrs. Louisa Bennett, wh,o is one 
of our best woman workers in the state, life member and vice
president 'of. the Oregon Secular Union. 'She and B. F. Hyland 
are the backbone of our enterprise here, and under their aus
piCes a meeting was arranged ill the Opera House for Sunday 
afte~noon, where Mr. Krekel and myself were to speak and do 
\vhat we could to rally the forces of the place there. Mrs. 
Krekel arrived in the afternoon from North Yamhill, where she 
had been lecturing with excellent success. It rained all day 
long and all night and the outlook was rather hopeless for the 
meeting. Sunday morning there was a bit of sunshine and blue 
sky here and there, but the heavy battalion of clouds rolled over, 
and the floods descended, and the roads in some places were like 
a'lak~.: In the afternoon it cleared off a spell, and no umbrella 
was needed as we went to "church." There was a chance that a 
few might gather to the lectures. It was discouraging, but of 
coitrse nature doesn't care whether we go up or down, and we 
mU5t: take care of ourselves. At first, only about a corporal's 
guard \vas present, but as the sun bGgan to shine out with more 
brilliancy and it did look as the storm was over, quite a good 
audience gathered-over a hundred, and more than twenty were 
attached to the roll of membership, and so, in- spite of all, the 
pl:'ospect improves. 'Mrs .. Krekel gave her lecture on" Natural 
Morillty Superio~ to Theological Restraint." . It was an able and 
eloquent exposition of our practical purposes as touching all the 
lields of human effort. Mrs. Krekel is just the kind of speaker we 
waiif . She is a thorough student,. has mastered the best books, 
understands the radical principles of Freethought, and her. dis
courses are logically connected. They are not mere talks, but 
well-wrought' orations, full of common sense and ideas, with a 
b~inning and an end leading to real attainment in knowledge 
and" aim~·· She instructs -as well as, illumines arid inspires. I 

, :~:.: ,:-.. • ~ .' , •• I 

Z. S. Derrick, of Eddyville, was at Corvallis. He was one of 
the vice-presidents of the Union, and he purposes to make things 
lively in his part of the field. 

Lee Rycraft of Alsea was also of our company, and he is ready 
to open the lines of attack in his section. Next summer we 
shall push on from Corvallis to Newport, with the demands of 
Liberalism. New points are continually opening for work in 
advance. tao 

This finishes my labors in the North until next May. Already 
I have applications for six months' work in this great country. 
Looking over the fall and summer campaign, I rejoice at the 
improvement in the cause, and in the noble assistance which 
has been rendered by many friends. There is more harmony 
than ever, more determination than ever; and wider and grander 
opportunities than ever. I look forward from present achieve
ments by our increasing ranks to victories that shall make our 
vast republic the ~deal republic indeed, the land of the free, the 
land of fraternity, the land of civilization, the land where pover
ty shall cease to be, the land of happy homes and industry, where 
labor is sweet, where charity is the child of justice, and justice is 
the throne of love. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

A SURPRISING CRITICISM OF FREETHINKERS. 

We are pained to read the following remarks in the' San Fran
. cisco Weekly Star: 

"RETROGRESSIVE FREETHINKERS. 

" A person who has been lecturing for some months on Spiritualism, 
Freethought, etc., at a hall on Eddy street, recently denounced there the 
Single Tax and the Labor movement. 

"While so-calledFreethinkers and others fall into the arms of Mammon 
many of the clergy have organized to secure real freedom, both of 
thought and action, through industrial enfranchisement. This is not as 
it used to be thirty years ago, but the old is passing away, and we see in
the distance, but coming nearer, ' a new heaven and a new earth where
in dwelleth righteousness.' 

"Meanwhile, there are some Freethinkers who are not free, not think. 
ers, and don't know the world is moving all around them." 

No doubt reference is here had to Mr. Charles Dawbarn. the 
Spiritualist lecturer of \Vashington Hall. Whatever Mr. Daw
barn's views on the single tax are, there seems to be no good 
reason why he should not express them; but in doing so, it must 
be understood, he represents nobody but himself. Freethinkers 
do not all think alike on this question of a single tax. Some of 
them believe that a tax on land values alone would be in the di
rection of a beneficial reform; while others see that all taxes ara 
directly or indirectly paid by the worker and the producer, and 
that while Mr. George's scheme might simplify the work of tax
gathering, it would not shift the burden of tax-paying, nor ne
cessarily bring about" industrial enfranchisement." Perhaps the 
clergy are organizing on the basis of the single: .. tax, but they are 
more cons'picuous as advocates of. Nationalism, a movement 
having its immediate root in a dream of novelist Bellamy, and of 
Christian Socialism, a sort of political economy deriving its. au
thority from a dream of Joseph, the historic carpenter. And, by 
the way, the first men to take up the Henry George idea were 
Freeth~nkers. The names of ~ouis F. Post, Augustus Levy,- Ed. 
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W.Chamberlain,'T. ,B. Wakeman,' Ed,vard Kirig;,and adozeri 
other members 'of the'-Manhattan Liberal Club,were conspicuous 
in the single-tax campaign of i886, when Henry George ran for 
mayor of New York. The clergy whO- ·at that time organized for 
industrial enfranchisement were the Rev. Charles McCarthy, 
Hugh O. Pentecost, and Dr. Edward McGlynn. Thirty thou
sand, probably, of the sixty thousand who voted for Henry George 
on that occasion were Socialists, le~ by Schevitch, Jonas, and 
other German Freethinkers. 
, It is for these reasons; and on account of these f'lcts, that we 

are surprised at the Star's drive at Freethinkcrs. There may be 
some, it is true, "who are not free, not thinkers, and don't know 
the world is moving around them,'" but that does not necessarily 
imply that they are opponents of the single tax. 

THE NATIONAL SECULAR CONGRESS. 

The thirteenth Annual Congress of the American Secular Union 
was held in Philadelphia, October 25, 26, and 27, with twenty
seven delegates present; The small number of delegates is ex
plained by the ~act that the congress was held in the far East. 

LIST OF DELEGATES. 

J. B. Beane, Philadelphia. T. B. Wakeman, New York. 
J. B. Elliot, ," Thos. Monahan, " 
E. R. Carl (Mrs.) " Lucy N. Colman, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Geo. Longford, " Dr; G. F. A. de 'Lespinasse, Or-
J. H. Foster, " ange City, Ia. 

Jae.ob Duerr~" Leonard Geiger, Hudson, N. Y. 

JulIus F~aehch, " Margaret Geiger, Hudson, N. Y. 


,James IFldelman, " S. P,.,Moore, Adrian, Mich. 
John Kirschner, " D. H .. Smith, Alliance, O. 
Jas. Engle," John Downes, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
E. M. Macdonald, New York. Harry Hoover," " 

Mrs. A. C. Macdonald" 'John R. Charlesworth,Newark,N.J. 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. " A. L. Rawson, New York, 

E. W. Chamberlain, " 


The Congress was opened by President Westbrook, and E. W. 
Chamberlain, of New York, was elected temporary secretary. 

In his opening address the president sketched the work of the 
past year,. which he believed was less effective than it should have 
been on account of the vast duties imposed upon the secretary, 
and the lack of power bestowed upon the president by the consti
tution. He recommended reducing the Nine Demands to five, 
simplifying the constitution, and selecting the officers in such a 
manner that they might live near together and be able to hold 
frequent consultations. In closing he asked the Congress to pro
vide another person than himself to preside over the society for 
the ensuing year. . 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., read Secretary Stevens's report, which 
)Vas accepted. Treasurer Wettstein's report, read in summary, 
was as follows: 
REPORT OF OTTO WETTSTEIN, TREASURER AMERICAN SECULAR UNION 

FROM OCTOBER I, 1888, TO OCTOBER 20, 1889. ' 
Dr. . Cr. 
Receipts, $1,408.39 Expenditures, $1,357.58 

---, Balance in treasury, 50.81 
1,408.39 

Bal. brought forward, 50 •81 
BRUNO. MONUMENT. 

Receipts 150.00 Remitted to committee, 150.00 

-The amende,d Constituti~n proposed by P~esident Westbrook, 
after due discussion, was adopted. It is nearly identical with that 
published in FREETHOUGHT of October 5, but we shall reprint it 
as adopted, later. 

'For the purpose of nominating officers for the ensuing year 
the Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the' Whole and 
for president the following names of candidates· were hand:ci in:" 

R. B. Westbrook,. T. B. Wakeman, and Leonard Geiger.' The 
last two declined to r~n, and th~ vote when taken stood thus:-'" 

~: :,.'~ai:!~~~~: : : : : :,~ : : : : :;~: :': : :~: : : : : : : .' ~.~.~ :':~' ~;: : : : ~ :: ::: :2t 
The election was made unanimous. The followi'ng candidates 

were named for the office of. secretary: Miss Ida C; Craddock, 
Harry Hoover, John R. Charlesworth, and E. W. Chamberlain. 
The balloting resulted in these figures: 
Ida C. Craddock ................•.........•. ; ..••.•••...•••........ 17 
Harry Hoover ..........•....•............... ; .....•...•...•.. , 9· 

Two of the officers having been chosen from Philadelphia, it 
was decided that a resident of the same city should be treasurer, 
and the name of F. C. Mende being put forward he was elected~ 

These vice-presidents were placed upon the list in pursua.p'ce 
of Article V II. : 
E. B. Foote, Jr. 
J. E. Remsburg. 

T. B. Wakeman. 
Juliet H. Severance. 

, Afterward, upon motion of President Westbrook, the above 
article was so amended as to permit the election of prominent 
Freethinkers to the office of honorary vice-presidents, and the 
old list were re-elected, the name of L. K. Washburn being 
substituted for that of Horace Seaver. The list is: 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll. L. K. Washburn. 
Samuel P. Putnam. H. P. Mason. . 
T. B. Wakeman. Mattie P. Krekel. 

James Parton. E. B. Foote. 

Charles Watts. Leonard Geiger. 

A. B. Bradford. N. D. Goodell. 

Otto Wettstein. Dr. S. S. McLeod. 

Lucy N. Colman. Daniel Aerl. 

James Wardwell. Roman Staley. 

J. A. Smith. H. L.Boyes. 

Wm. Redfield. J. H. Burnham. 

M. M. Secor. Maj. W. W. Forwood. 
W. L. Willis. Joseph Sedgebeer. 
T. J. Truss. Dr. G. F. A. de Lespinasse. 
Photius Fisk. 

Wm. Redfield, whose name is included in the list, died a f~w 
days ago, after a brief illness. Mr. Redfield was a 'sterling citizen 
of Stanley, Iowa, a noble and generous Liberal, and his death is" 
indeed a great loss to the cause of liberty. 

The Committee on Resolutions presented, through the chair~ 
man, E. B. Foote, Jr., a series of twelve resolves, in which frater
nal greetings were sent to the Canadian Secular Union and to the 
newly formed Union of Oregon. Other features of the resolutions 
were: Congratulations over the erection of a Bruno monument 
at Rome; regret for the deat.h of Horace Seaver and the illness' 
of Charles Bradlaugh; denunciatio~ of the Blair Sunday bill; 
opposition to the persecution of Messrs. Harman and Walker;' 
condemnation of the proceedings against medium Walter E .. 
Reid, of Grand Rapids, Mich.; the recommended reJ;lloval of 
Postmaster-9'eneral Wanamaker for discontil'lUing Sunday maiL~ 
service on minor routes; opposition to the National Reform' 
Association in the matter of national marriage and divorce laws;. 
recommendation that Secularists make testamentary provision 
for secular burial services; invitation to all Secularists to.co
operate with the American Secular Union; and thanks'tothe: 
Truth Seeker, Investigator, FREF.THOUGHT, and Truth, for' space.:~ 
devoted to the organization. . , 
, Addresses \"ere delivered before the Convention by Dr. Edward'~ 

McGlynn, the Rev. Minot J. Savage, -Thaddeus B. Wakeman',
• ,J.-,

Lucy N. Colman, and Miss Susan H. Wixon. . . . " : 
Something should be said of thep'ersonnel of ,the new e4e~~~:: 

tive. Dr. Westbrook is already well-known. ,Miss Craddock i; f\ 

described by the Truth Seeke~, (from which ~v~ obtain the forego:,,~. 
ing detailS), as a native of Philadelphia, about thirty years old. ' 

http:1,408.39
http:1,357.58
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She may be called an educated woman in the best sense of the 
word. She made the fight for openinig the University of Penn
sylvania to women, single-handed and alone. She passed her 
examination in'Greek and Latin, and was recommended by the 
faculty for admission, but was rejected by the trustees. She was 
teacher of stenography and typewriting in Girard College for a 
num ber of years, and held the position of curator in the Wagner 
Free Institute of Science, until she voluntarily resigned that posi
tion, two years ago, ¥:> visit California, Oregon, and Alaska. She 
is an expert correspondent in shorthand' and typewriting, and has 
special qualifications as an organizer and business manager. She 
has a knowledge of German and French, and can correspond in 
those languages, and is a "Liberal of Liberals," though prudent 
and politic. She will accept the office of secretary, and return 
immediately to Philadelphia, where her mother resides. Her 
,address for the present is the same as that of President W estlxook, 
17?7 Oxford stre~t, Philadelphia.• 

Mr~ F. C. Mende, the treasurer, is a retired Philadelphia mer
chant of wealth and responsibility, with German antecedents, and 
is an earnest and Liberal Freethinker, though, in his younger 
days, educated for the ministry. He resides at 1814 Greene 
street, Philadelphia. 

The other member! of the Board of Directors need no intro
duction to the readers of Freethought papers. 

The results of the Congress are summarized by the Truth 
Seeker to be: 
, "I. Simplification'of the constitution, so that all in favor of state secu:' 

larization may join the Union, whether Agnostics, Materialists, Spiritual
i~ts, evangelical Christians, Free Religionists, Universalists, Unitarians, 
or Catholic rebels from church authority. 

"2. A transfer of the active management of the Union from the secre
tarfto the president. 

"3. Election of officers who can reach one anotber for consultation 
and official action at a moment's notice." 

It is safe to vote the Congress a most successful and promising 
one. We infer that it was harmonious throughout and that no 
di~satisfaction was bred by the proceedings. Liberals of this 
coast will send support and congratulations to the workers across 
,the continent, as upon the success of the national organization 
depends in great measure the succes;s of Secular societies all over 
the country. And they may well express their sentiments in the 
words of the poet: 

"Sail on, 0 UNION, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all the hopes cf f~ture y~ars, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate." 

THE BIBLE AND ILLITERACY. 

An Eastern cler~man preaching at Keene, N. H., makes this 
assertion: 

" In Spain, out ofa population of fifteen millions, twelve millions cannot 
read, and here the Bible has been interdicted for 5000 years." 

The rea!On why the Bible ha.s been interdicted in Spain f~r 
five thousand years is because it did not exist in any form 


, doing the first half of that time, and was not printed .nti! a few 

hundred years ago. The object of the clergyman who made the 

statement above quoted was to' show that intelligence is the re

sult of the Bible-reading; and he further says: 

Ie Men may laugh at this old Bible and turn from it to the newspapers, 
blAt let the reading of it be forbidden in this country and our seminaries 
and schools would close their doors; our printing-presses would stop; of 
the making and publil.hing of books and magazines there would be an, 
end, and we should become ~n ignorant and degraded people." 

" 

It is a rare treat to find such an irresponsible spouter as this 
reverend; and his asserti~n that the Bible was interdicted four 
thousand five hundred years before it was printed is scarcely 
more absurd than his prognostication of the dire results that 
would follow its abolition. ,.' 

Asa matter of fact, the Bible is not much read by the Ameri,;. 
can' people, -This is proved by the number who, believe it, for 
the Bible is th'e best evidence against itself, and those who have 
read it the most critically have the least confidence in its truth:
fulness. It is true that the believers in free Bible-reading are 
more intelligent than the advocates of a closed book, but'it is 
not the Bible that makes them so-it is the principle involved, 
that of liberty of the press. There is really no information to be 
obtained from the Bible. Its history is inaccurate, its precepts 
are abominable, and its p~raseology, in many cases, indecent. 
Reading the Bible does not make people intelligent; the ability 
to read it, however, does, as it involves the ability to read other 
books that are beneficial. Those who draw the conclusion that 
the interdiction of the Bible produces illiteracy will find that the 
people among whom it is interdicted could not read it if it 'were 
open. The book has this incidental relation to progress, and no 
more-that among a free people the Bible is free like other liter
ature. Intelligence is the result of freedom to read all books, ' 
and among them the Bible occupies a minor position so far as 
education is concerned. This is shown by the fact that pupils 
who do not read the Bible in schools are as advanced as those 
who do. It might, indeed, be excluded from the schools with
out impairing the system of. education. Children would still 
learn to read, write, and cipher; whereas, if the reading-book, 
the writing-book, and the arithmetic were excluded, and the 
Bible alone retained, pupils would leave school as destitute of 
any useful information as they were when they entered it. 

In one sense if the reading of the Bible were forbidden in this 
country our seminaries and colleges and schools might be ex
pected to close their doors, our printing-presses might stop, and, 
the making and publishing of books and magazines come to an 
end; not because the Bible keeps these in existence, but because 
to forbid the reading of it would be to destroy a free press and 
religious liberty, which are the salvation of mankind. 

MISS KATE FIELD has issued what is ca.lled a "hot broadside" 
against women politicians, in which Mormon women, Southern 
women, and the Women's Christian Temperance Union are 
rou,Shly handled. She speaks of the latter as women who" mis
take hysterical sentimentality for morality, and whose knowledge 
of the English Janguage is as limited as their knowledge of hu
man nature. Thus far," she declares, "women have exerted a 
baleful influence on politics, first as giving aid and comfort to 
the rebellion; second as consolidating a p(l)lygamous theocracy;. 
third, as being prime movers in the' passage of sumptuary laws 
as intern perate as they are u~~ublican, and which beget lying, 
hypocrisy, and cowardice. The Southern women during the 
rebellion were governed by sentiment, the Mormon women are 
actuated by a debasing religion, the female prohibitionists are 
controlled by personal suffering or by sentimental fanaticism." 
The indictment is drawn in strong language, but the women 
have the satisfaction of knowing that itapplies to men as well as 
to themselves. ' 

;., 

EVIDENCE accumulafeslo·prove that 'Catholics regard the rules 
of their church as more binding upon their consciences than the 
laws of the state. A case in point has recently been on trial in 
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Montreal. The Jlille Marie Bank brought an action against the 
Hotel Dieu, and, during the proceeding, it was necessary to ob
tain the testimony of some of thl nuftS belonging to that institu
tion. When they were subprenaed, they made answer that they 
were cloistered nuns, and, as such, could not appear in court 
without an order from the archbishop. A commission was 
asked for, and the attorney for the nuns presented a petition sup
ported by an affidavit of the lady superior, stating that they were 
cloistered nuns, and that the archbishop, having refused them 
permission to leave the monastery, their coming to court would 
be a violation of their constitution and an act against their con
.sciences. This is a. very simple and easy way for the deviltries of 
convents to be covered up, but that is a small matter compared 
'with disobeying a good and reasonable law at the beh~st of the 
church.. 

WE ARE IN GREAT NEED OF THE MONEY DUE US IN ORDER TO IN

SURE THE CONTINUED PUBLICATION OF "FREETHOUGHT." THE 

EXPENSE OF ISSUING THE PAPER IS NEARLY $100 PER WEEK, AND 

UNLESS SUBSCRIBERS ARE PROMPT TO PAY. THEIR BILLS WE CANNOT 

PAY OURS. THERE ARE MANY HUNDRED DOLLARS ON OUR BOOKS, 

I~ ARREARAGES AND RENEWALS, THAT SHOULD BE PAID BEFORE 

THE FIRST OF NEXT MONTH. WE WOULD THEREFORE REQUEST 

THOSE IN ARREARS TO REMIT AT ONCE. AND AS A FAVOR, AND 

TO KEEP FREETHOUGHT ALIVE, WE ASK ALL TO RENEW WHEN 

THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS HAVE EXPIRED. Do NOT BE CARELESS. IN 

THIS MATTER; DO NOT BE BLIND TO THE FINANCIAL NECESSITIES Oi' 

THIS PAPER, BUT PAY US WHAT YOU HONESTLY OWE, AND LEND A 

HELPIN~ HAND FOR THE FUTURE. WE ARE OBLIGED TO MAKE 

THIS CALL. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE would not be a good field for Henry George 
to work in as asingle-tax advocate, or for Mr. Pentecost to preach 
abolition of ownership of vacant land as a method of destroying 
poverty. The trou},le is that nobody seems to want the land. A 
Cheshire county, N. H., paper has this item: 

"Alstead has reported 18 deserted farms; Harrisville, 5 ; Jaffrey, 17; 
Marlow, 9; and Swanzey, 18. 

Here are sixty-seven farms, fenced and improved, but not 
worth living on.. Probably an average of three dollars per acre 
would buy them alL 

THAT schoJI-houses should not be used except for·school pur
e 

poses is a reasonable proposition, yet we learn that "much in
dignation is expressed in the church circles of Seattle, Wash., 
over the ejection of the Union Sunday-school from the school
building where it has been worshiping for three years past." To. 
a reasonable being it would seem that the Union Sunday-school 
ought to be satisfied to pocket the three years' rent it has gotten 
illegally, and hold its peace about the matter in the future. 

AT last accounts Viktor E. Lennstrand, editor of the Swedish 
Freethoughtpaper, "Fritankaren," was still at liberty. He has 
recently made an appeal to the king of Sweden, who has the 
reputation of being a man of good sense, and it is hoped this 
will result in freeing him from his persecutors. An attempt was 
made to suppress the September number of his paper on account 
of a parody on one of the psalms 'which it contained, but no at

. tention was paid to the matter by the authorities. 

WE hope to he~r fr?mtime to time reports of progress in the 

work.of Secular organizatio~in Washington. The Liberals. of 
Oregon responded nobly to the call of Silvl!rton. Now let those 
of Washington respond to Walla Walla. Write at once to Dr. 
A. \V. Calder, secretary of the Liberal :Club, box 696, 'Walla 
Walla, and offer the movement support and co-operation•. 

THE pope delivered an address on the labor question to the 
French pilgrims last Sunday. It is called a "conservative 
address," and the portion of it cabled to this country confirms 
the appropriateness of that description. Like the majority 
of conservative utterances, its means anything or nothing. 

~FTER reporting that Charles Bradlaugh had recovered, we 
now learn that he has suffered a relapse, and that his condition-is 
still seri ous. 

OBSBRVA'!'IONS. 

The testimonial banquet given by the Free Press Association 
to James H. Barry, editor of the Weekly Star, at Scottish-Amer
ican Hall last Saturday night, had all the features of a roaring' 
succe£s. About one hundred and twenty-five men sat at the 
three long tables and ate turkey and partook of other luxuries 
from nine o'clock until half-past one. They made the most 
enthusiastic company I ever mingled with. The. mat~rial feast, 
though abundant, was but incidental to the banquet of speeches 
that followed. Judge James G. Mag'uire sat at the head of .the 
tables, as master of ceremonies, supported by: Messrs. Barry _and 
Perkins on the right and Counsellor Cole on the left, while a 
long list of distinguished and expectant orators occupied both 
sides of the groaning board. Mr. Barry, it will be remembered, 
is under sentence for contempt of court, having expressed 
through his paper the sentiments which many other citizens 
entertain privately but do not publish. Judge Maguire opened 
the meeting with an Emersonian quotation relative to low living 
and high thinking, and the entertainment began. There was 
plenty to eat, and numerous wine bottles bedecking the festive 
board made the tables look like the farther end of a bowling 
alley. 

While partaking abstemiously of the leg of a turkey coldip 
death and a glass of water, I was addressed by an elderly, prayer
meeting looking gentleman at my left, ,vho said he would gladly 
pass me anything within the sound of his voice if I so desired, 
and that his name was Cubery. I answered that I was obliged 
to him and was glad to know his name was Cubery, and only 
wished mine own were Huckleberry, in default of which I made 
him acquainted with the name that distinguishes me from others 
of my race. Mr. Cubery then inquired my business, aild I did 
not keep him in suspense with regard to the same. He repeated 
the name of this journal several times as though he had never 
heard the word before, and continued the conversation .by asking 
what we were driving at. It required but a moment for me to 
say that we were driving at priests, ministers, chaplains, National 
Reformers, and other excrescences on the body politic, especially 
the Sunday-law fanatics. He seemed pained at this, and with 
the remark that extremes often rgeet in violent collision, gave me 
his official card. It reads thus: "The Lord's Day Observance 
Association. Dr. R. H. McDonald, C. C. Clay, Wm. M. Cu
bery, Finance Committee." . 

. Judge Maguire made the opening after-dinner address, in 
which he observed that eternal vigilance was the price of liberty; 
and when the applause had died away among the cold victuals, 
he spoiled the effect of the remark by saying that it was not orig
inal with him, though indorsed by Mr. Barry on his right and 
Counsellor Cole upon his left. Judge l\:Iaguire was followed ·by 
the audience, who said "Hooray, yay, yce-ay I" in a loud and 
distinct manner, and added "tigaar," after which Ex-Congress
man Sumner had the floor. Mr. Sumner's address caused the 
audienc~ to r6peat its previous expressions, and so did the words 
of a dozen other gentlemen. Mr. Wm. M.. Hinton, whose busi
ness card appears in our advertising columns, shook his gray 
10cks and made a· radical free thought, free speech, and . free 
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press oi~tiori 'that rather chilled some' present with its earnestness~ 
but the undersigned applauded' with an athletic hand, and the old 
partner and patron of Henry George got rounds and rounds of 
cheers. ' 
, Mr. Barry's speech was terrific in its declaration of independ
ence, to' which he pledged .. his life, his fortune, and his sacred 
honor; and being the guest of the evening, his hosts did what 
they could to sp-oil his hearing with their vociferations of ap
proval.· . .'.. . 

The affair reminded me of the receptions that were given to 
D. M. Bennett when he stood as champion of free mails. There 
\vere the same allusions to,the broad regis of our liberties, the 
great charter of rights, the sacred traditions of our forefathers, 
the grandest document ever written by the hand of man, the 
Constitution of the United States~ signed by the fathers of the 
republic and sealed with the blood of patriots. And I wished 
the whole city could hav:e been there to be reindoctrinated and 
rebaptized with those sentiments that are never heard except 'on 
the Fourth of July, when there is no necessity for them and when 
they have no a,pplication. . 
: .1 left Mr. Barry struggling to escape from some over-demon
sttqtive friends in the early morning hours; and then, the cars 

. having 	 ceased running, I walked home, a distance of several 
miles. 

,": The new and respectable Socialistic order called Nationalists 
held one of their semi-monthly gatherings last Monday evening 
in the large hall on Union Square. The platform was profusely 
decorated with Japanese' chrysanthem urns; the floor and gallery 
were crowded with well-dressed people; Mrs. Ada Ballou, the 
president, beamed forth from behind the floral trimmings; Bur
nette G. Haskell sat statuesquely upon the stage; Mrs. Eugenia 
Clarke played a brilliant solo on the piano, and all was light and 
melody up to the introduction of the first speaker. This gentle
man turned out to be Mr. T. Tucker, of Oakland, and the sub
Ject of his address was down on the programme as "The Rela
tion. of Individualism to Collectivism." Mr. Tucker proved 
tiresome:' Dr. O'Brock, who was in the audience, would have 
been preferable. Like most bad speakers, Mr. Tucker was long
winded. Mr. Haskell twice presented him with a card which 
doubtless bore the written request that he should desist, but the 
.plea was quietly ignored, and the speaker went.on and on until 
the president's gavel brought relief. . Here a well-rendered song 
was introduced, followed by a school-girlish lady with a compo
sition on "What is Nationalism.?" Mr. Haskell promised that 
this essay would be of fifteen minutes' duration, but it covered 
an reon of half an hour. A dialogue between a man and a boy, 
which ended with the man collaring the boy and marching him 
off the stage, was entertaining under the circumstances; and a 
closing address by Haskell furnished the first tolerable speaking 
of the evening. Mr. Haskell is tonguey if not profound, but 
his extravagance of speech is not rival,ed by that of Sam Jones. 
Said he:" My mother sits in this audience, and she would dis
own me if I were not a Nationalist., My wife sits in this audi
ence, and she would not marry me if i were not a Nationalist." 
Having thus misrepresented the female members of his family 
by attributing to them a degree of bigotry of which they could 
;not have been guilty, since his mother must have owned him 
and his wife married him long before Nationalism was ever 
:heard of,-: he demonstrated his. Jack of paternal afrection by af
firming that he would sooner see his son (who likewise sat in 
theaudience) dead than' living as men have to live in the con
temporaneous state of society. The audience applauding this 
extraordinary sentiment, Mr. Haskell grew dramatic, and pro
ceeded: "I see aged men before me, but their facts are flushed 
when they consider our present civilization; and I see aged 
women 'before me, but there are tears in their eyes," etc: As a 
matter of fact, the men were not flushed nor the women weep~ 
ing. . On the contrary they appeared fatigued, but such was the 
strain~'of Mr.' Haskell's uttuances'. Then he mapped out the 
future under Nationalism : two hours' work per day; luxuries for 
the poorest equal to those riow enjoyed by the richest; rare ex
otics in every man's front ya-rd; carpets in the house ten inches 
thick; fare to New York, $1 i jfaTe to the Park, two 'cents; coal, 

sixty 'cents per ton; wages of the laborer, $1'0,000 per anmim:: 
This is nof"an exaggerated account of the speaker's address, nor 
a·burlesque.He spoke as here reported. If Mr. Haskell could 
produce -as much effect upon his audiences ashe appears desir~ 
ous of doing, he would soon have the Nationalist movement at 
San Francisco· where Croasdale found the single-tax movement 
at New York, namely, in ahowling-dervish stage of emotional 
insanity.' 	 . 

Just before the exercises terminated the main doors were 
closed, and egress was possible 'only by means of a doorway 
opening into an ante-room, where retiring visitors were given 
opportunity to sign applications for membership.. Copies of 
Bellamy's dream~book were everywhere; and were bought as 
though they had been tickets to paradise .. One thing is certain; 
the managers of this society have the gift known in our present 
barbarous era as the "business faculty," in a high state of devel
opm ent. A queer feature of Nationalism is the way it seems to 
appeal to all varieties of religionists. Rabbi Freuder, of this city, 
says it is synonymom~ with ] udaism; the Christian Scientists say 
it is Christian Science; Theosophists claim it as Theosophy; 
Spiritualists accept it as harmonizing with the philosophy of Spir':' 
itualism, and even some orthodox ministers find in it the funda
mental doctrines of Christ. Furthermore, as is well known, 
Nationalism'is Socialism. The Individualists also use its text
books as their own, and nearly all reformers except the Anarch
ists recommend "Looking Backward" as a remarkable book. 
Now it is a clear scientific proposition that any two things, each 
of which is equal to any other ,thing, are equal to each other. 
Thus N~tionalism establishes an identity between Judaism, 
Christian Science, Theosophy, Spiritualism, Christianity, and 
Socialism. Truly Bellamy wrote a wonderful book, and truly 
black is white when it becomes popular to believe so. 

"WHITHER'?" 

Under this title, Professor Briggs, of the Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, has published a book advertised as radical. 
and startling. He says: "The process 'of dissolution has gone 
on long enough, The time has corne for a reconstruction of 
theology; of polity'of worship, of Christian life and Fork. The 
drift in the church ought to stop. The barriers between the 
Protestant denominations should be removed, and an organic 
union formed. An alliance should be made between Romanism 
and all other branches of Christendom I" 

To this it might be answered, Why not? If doubt is to be 
shunned as the unpardonable sin; if faith in Christ as God is the 
prime factor in salvation; if the priest in some form is necessary 
as the mediator between man and God; it is perhaps as well to 
admit that all roads in the church lead to Rome. As a natural 
sequence to this logic, what is needed is not an alliance, but ali 
absolute absorption into the Romish church: 

Rev. Dr. Samuel T. Spear has commenced a series of articles 
in th. Independent on "Christological Theology." He accepts 
Worcester's definition of theology as "the science which treats 
of the existence, nature, and attributes of God, and of his relations 
to man." 

As all science is'based on known facts, which have been noted
and collected by different observers, the science of theology must 
be as precise, as exact, as critical, as the science of mathematics. 
There can be no place .for assumption, conjecture, blind belief 
in what has been taughtr.as science, or acceptance of fictions for 
fact no matter how ancient or plausible the fiction may be. St~rt~ 
ing out with this theory of the science of God's relations to man, 
Dr. Spear at once violates all scientific methods in dealing with 
the subject. 'He says: "Doctrinal theology considers God as 
made' known to reason by the constitution and Gause. of nature 
-... ~. The 'opportunity to know God,in this way is common to 
the race.'.' , '.:- ..".: ! .... 

Natural theology, in this sense, is simply natural science. The 
earth moves, the seasons change, vegetable and animal existence 
have their course, and from the known and' recorded facts as to 
life in this world, man has deduced the conchi.sion· that general 
laws govern existence; that the world is not governed· by chance 
or byan~arbitrarydespot ~ho can ·set aside -the operation of those 
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laws at any moment. Just so far as man traces the relations of 
cause and effect, he traces the laws by which the operation of 
w,hat we call nature is carried on. . The highe.r the scale of in
telligence, the more fully reason is brought to play; the more 
fearless, independent, and thorough the thinker is, the more 
clearly the relations of man to those laws are defined. This is 
natural science. It shows the reign of natural law. It tells man 
nothing of the personality of a Supreme Being-nothing of the 
God of the churches. 

Dr. Spear then adds: "Revealed or biblical theology consists 
in what i5 in the Bible declared and thus made known in respect 
to God .. ~. It is here, and here only, that the Christological 
element makes its appearance. We do not find this element in 
nature; but we do find it in the Bible.... Christological the
ology' is hence the science of God under those aspects and in 
those revelations of God, that we find in the person and work of 
the historic Christ. It is the science of God in Christ and 
through him." , 

. This is a candid admission that the science of nature and what 
is termed the Christological theology have nothing in common. 
It concedes that man must use his reason to develop the science 
of nature, and would not know God in the religious sense but 
through Christ, and him only. It compels the acceptance of the 
dogma that God once for all created a person as a medium of 
revelation, not of the laws of nature, not of the laws of mind, 
but of the plan of salvation, and that qaving created him as a 
tree of knowledge for that question, he has and will abstain from 
further revelations. This is Christological science. It is founded 
on pure assumption. 

Having abandoned the scientific method Dr. Spear contrasts 
Christ with other teachers in this way: 

1. The humanity of Christ wa') the result of a "supernatural 
conception." 

According to the science of nature-the reign of natural law
there can be no supernatural conceptions. Facts cannot be set 
aside at the demand of a religious fiction. 
. 2. He.says this supernatural humanity of Christ made him a 

unique man, if on earth··in a. human form to be the Redeemer 
and Savior of men." 

This assumption is based on the dogma of the fall of man; of 
his eternal damnation after death; of the awful wrath of God, 
who demanded the expiation in this world for pun1shment he 
might inflict in the next world, not only upon the dead, but on 
the persons then living, and the generations then unborn. Does 
science or reason lead to such a conception of a supreme being? 

It naturally follows from such an idea of the nature and inex
orable love for, vengeance of God that, as Dr. Spear says, "God 
, prepared' a body for the wonderful man of Galilee, and inter": 
posed a miracle in the production of that body. No other 
humanity ever existed in similar relations or for a like purpose." 

Another fiction, necessary to sustain the plan of salvation that 
was based on a false assumption and required a series of false 
assumptions to explain and sustain it. Dr. Spear insists that 
Christ was sinless, because he and his followers said so; because 
" He never prayed for forgivenesS, and never felt the compunc
tions of a condemning conscience." 

Perhaps not. But as Christians are always preaching about 
being like Christ, the best Christian would seem to be the man 
who goes on believing in natural1aw; believing that punishment 
invariably follows the violation of law; that no miracle, no prayer, 
can save him from the penalty of law, and that it is useless to ask 
for forgiveness. " 

Dr. Spear, however, shuts his eyes to' the final prayer of Christ, 
"My God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 

If that was truly reported, it shows that in the agony of death 
Christ admitted that he was simply a mortal whose faith in God 
and in his own mission as a representative of God, was swept 
away. This ,revelation of doubt and despair is a fatal blow which 
destroys the claim of Christ to divinity. 

Christianity should have invented a miracle at his death as 
well as at his birth, so that the historical Christ might have met 
death as heroically as other men have done. 

Ihe article of Dr. Spear shows how little progress has been 
made in the. churches. He. is a Congregational leader, yet he 

clings to the old theology, to faith in a false and unscientific theoI]' 
of the relations of man to nature, and to what is called a Supreme 
Being. While he i.s drawing the . lines strictly. on theology, ~~ 
fails to see the narrow and bigoted nature of Christian life inhi$ 
own denomination. Congregational ministers of Georgia- have 
followed the other churches in organizing a white Conference iq 
which no man of color can set his foot. If that is God's kingdoql 
on earth, it must be based on some revelation of the existence of 
a color line in heaven. What evidence is there of race-prejudice 
there? . 

The colored Congregationalists declare that if the color line i~ 
, drawn, they will join the Catholic church, which alone at tll,e 

South knows no color. When the colored brethren go' over tQ 
Rome, will Dr. Briggs and his white race colleagues of the South 
follow suit? Or will they form an alliance against Rome ?Thc;! 
world may well ask "\Vhither?" W. S. BUSH... , 

SeattI~, Wash. 

~ A MINORITY BUT NOT A SEer. 

A Protestant minister in Oakland, Cal., in a recent address oil 
the subject of the public-school system of the United States, ex
pressed himself as follows: ," In one of the schools of Sari. 
Francisco Herbert Spencer's 'Data of Ethics' was introduced as 
a text-book of morals-as palpable a violation of the law forbid:' 
ding sectarian instruction as the introducticn of the Catholic or 
Methodist catechism; for Herbert Spencer belongs to that very 
small and narrow sect which promulgates the creed of Agnosti~ 
cism." If the reverend speaker had taken the ground that the 
" Data of Ethics" was too abstruse a book to be placed 'in the 
hands of public-school pupils, we should have felt inclined to 
sustain his objection. But When he says that to introduce such 
a book is to give a sectarian character to the school in whichit 
is used, we must enter a protest. Science is never sectarian; 
philosophy is never sectarian. Sectarian teaching begins when 
you ask a man or a child to assume what cannot be proved, . for 
the sake of keeping within the dogmatic lines that fence around 
some particular creed. Th~ followers of Mr. Spencer may bea 
minority, but they are no more a sect than were the adherents of 
the Copernican system of astronomy, or than are the believers 
in the Darwinian theory of selection. Mr. Spencer makes no ap
peal to faith, but finds his premises in the common experience 
of mankind. A pupil who was being taught out of the" Data of 
Ethics" would be quite at liberty to dispute either the p'remises 
or the arguments of the author; and he would not be silenceq by 
the declaration that Mr. Spencer was infallible. But when cate:: 
chisms are taught they are taught, not as containing matter for 
discussion, but as containing doctrines that must not be disputed' 
on p3.in of more or less disagreeable consequences.-Popular 
Science Monthly. ,. 

To Heaven and Return. 

• The Adventists, in advertising a meeting at Screamerville; 
Va., to meet the Lord, whom they expected to return between 
October 5th and October 22d, announced railroad tickets'" from 
Fredericksburg to Screamerville and return."-Truth Seeker. " 

ROMANISTS were never more ,alive than now; their' priestil 
never labored with greater zeal; they were never more success,:. 
ful in perverting souls. According to the Missionary Annual'of 
1889, recently published, Rome's increase in the missionary 
fields has been great. Since 1886 the increase of Roman Catho.:. 
lie church members in Europe has numbered 118,553 souls; in 
Asia, 87,II3i in America, 486,861; and in Oceanica, 142,807 . .....:. 
Signs of the Times. 

.THIS is the queer advertisement that appears in the "Philadel~ 
phia Methodist :" "Pews for sale cheap. About fifty good church 
pews, formerly used in Presbyterian church, Downingtown, Pa, 
Paneled ends, walnut arm-rests and top rail, porcelain numBer 
plates. All in good. condition, and will be sold at a bargain'i 
Apply to A. P. Sutton, chai~man committee on church property.,'; 

"John Ward, Preacher." 50 cents.. 
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THE SHERIPF'S STORY. 

A NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURE, IN THREE" CHAPTERS, ILLUS1.'RATING 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE .CHU~CH IN RESTRAINING CRIME. 

CHAPTER II. 
.. I realized that I must not go to my relatives in the condition I 

was in; my hat was gone, my clothes torn, my face and body terri
bly bruised. I thought of Uncle Pete, and made what haste I 
could to his house. He was not up, but I aroused him by rap- . 
ping on his bed-room window.' When I made myself known he 
opened the door and admitted me. As it was not yet day~i?ht,· 
he lighted a candle and was horrified when he saw my condItIOn. 
While he was kindling .a fire, I briefly related my adventure. 
"I bleeves you, chile," said he, "and you's mighty lucky to 
'scape alive." He called his wife and told her to get the bed 
ready in the small room upstairs. "There's awful sight of devil
ment going on over there," said he. "Deed there is," said his 
wife; "the poor gal the fisherman found in the river, below the 
bridge, didn't dr9wn herself, and she ain't the only one." They 
helped me to bed, dressed my wounds and bruises, and did every
thing possible to make me comfortable. 

I managed to write a short note to one of the girls where I 
had been visiting, stating that I had concluded to go home. 
Uncle Pete posted it, and on the following day brought a news
paper, which he handed to me saying,. "There's awful 'citement 

... down town; read that." The item he .showed me read as 
follows: 
ATTEMPTED BURGLARY! THE MOST AUDACIOUS OF ALL. SACRILEGIOUS 


wRETCHES BREAK INTO THE RESIDENCE OF FATHER FLANNIGAN 

AND. ATTEMPT TO STEAL SILVER PLATE BELONGING TO 


THE CHURCH. 


On the return of the holy father from his pastoral duties at the chapel 
Thursday evening, accompanied by his brother, a worthy mechanic of 
Boston, he found, on entering his study, three stalwart desperadoes in 
the act of leaving with their plunder.. The plucky priest and his 
brother, providentially visiting him, made a determined effort to capture 
the villians, but were overpowered by numbers, anfl the holy father se
verely injured, one of his fingers being nearly severed by a knife in the 
hands of one ot the desperadoes. The scoundrels escaped, but were 
compelled to abandon their booty. As Father Flannigan keeps no ser
vants, it was not difficult to effect an entrance during his absence. He 
is held in high esteem by his congregation and the entire community, 
and we tender him and his worthy brother, our sincere congratLllations 
on their heroic conduct· and fortunate escape. There is evidently a 
well-organized gang of criminals 'infesting our city, that would hesitate 
at no crime. And we take this opportunity to suggest to our officers 
the necessity of constant vigilance. 

Youth and a strong constitution were in my favor, and on the 
fourth day after my adventure, I told Uncle Pete that I felt well 
enough to take care of myself. \Ve discussed the situation of 
affairs. I was strongly in favor of taking further steps to bring 
the. gUilty .parties to justice, but he convinced me it would be 
useless, and certain death to him to prosecute the matter further. 
They urged me to remain longer, but could not conceal their 
apprehension of danger. They had no children, few if any vis
itors, and we hoped, and believed, that our secret would not be 
discovered. Aunt Rosy, as Uncle Pete called his wife, had 
mended my clothes and found a cap that fitted me. I had a few 
dollars, but they positively refused to accept a cent for their care 
and kindness. It was arranged that I should leave at night. Un
cle Pete accompanied me out of the city, and several miles on 
the road, directing me to a station where I took the cars for the 
home of my. parents. When I reached home, I found a relative 
who was going as second mate of a ship to California. He was 
to sail the next week; and came from Boston, whooce he was to 
sail, to spend a day or two with his friends. After much earnest 
pleading, I obtained a reluctant consent from my parents to go 
with him. My preparations for the vogage were hastily made. 
The day we sailed I went up town to buy a few necessaries, and. 
on my way to the ship bought some magazines and papers which 
I rolled up and put in my chest. The weather was rough and I 
was seasick. We had nearly reached the equator, when, in look
ing thro\1gh my chest, I found the package of papers. On open
ing it, the following was the first item I saw. 

. HORRIBLE MURDER IN PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

The residents of" Nigger Alley" were horrified on ·Sunday·mor~ing, 

on finding that "Uncle Pete" Branch and his wife had both been mur- . 
dered. The latter was still in her bed, her skull broken and her brains 
oozing out. U nele Pete was on the floor. He had received several blows. 
on the head; a hatchet still tightly- grasped in his hand, and covered with 
blood, indicated that the old man had made a desperate fight for his life" 
and severely wounded his assailant. They were an inoffensive, indui
triOllS old couple,. not supposed to have an enemy, and their death is as 
mysterious as terrible. . . 

Information had evidently been obtained in some manner of 
their kindness to me, anj I should doubtle3s have been a victim· 
had I remained. 

In course of time we reached San Francisco. In about a 
. week after our arrival I went to the mines, where I worked.with. 
varying success, for several years, until I was elected sheriff of 
one of the mining counties. Soon after assuming the duties of 
my office, a rancher from the lower portion of the county called, 
and requested an interview. He informed me that he had a place 
on Pine Creek, where he had been living for a number of years; 
that he had been doing well until a man named Dennis Ryan, 
commonly known as "One-armed Dennis," had located on some 
government land near his ranch; since which time his horses 
and cattle had mysteriously disappeared, till he had but few left.. 
He was positive that Ryan was not only a notorious thief, but 
that his place was a rendezvous for criminals. Thinking he had 
at one time. sufficient evidence to convict him of the larceny of a 
valuable cow, he caused his arrest. Ryan proved an alibi by 
some of his friends; and soon after he was aroused one night to· 
find his barn in flames. He said unless protection could be af
forded him, he should be compelled to abandon his place, as he 
was already reduced to poverty. I promised to aid him to the 
extent of my ability. For the purpose of forming some plan 
of operation, I mounted my horse the 'following day, took my 
shotgun, and rode out to Pine Creek. I found the place where 
"One-armed Dennis" lived, and as the birds were plentiful on 
the Chemisal hills, I di~mounted, tied my horse, and soon had 
fine shooting. Some of my birds dropped inside the brush 
fence inclosing a small field in which stood the house, and while 
picking them up, a woman came to the door, and, angrily or
dered me to leave, saying her husband didn't permit anyone to 
shoot in their place. I apologized and insisted upon her accept
ing the birds I had in my bag. This mollified her anger some
what, and as I approached to give them to her, I recognized the 
servant girl Mary of former years. I was momentarily confused, 
but time had wrought changes in both of us, and I saw that I 
was not recognized. In the conversation I had with her she ex
pressed much dissatisfaction with her situation; said Dennis could 

. not do much work as he had but one arm, that they were not 
getting along well. There was no church near; they were living 
" like haythins intirely," and she wanted to go to San Francisco. 
Dennis, she said, was away looking for a cow that they suspected 
had been stolen .. The effects of intemperance were evident in 
her appearance. She was untidy and repulsive. For the-pur
pose of obtaining information, I prolonged the conversation a 

• few minutes, but she was not communicative, and I mounted my 
horse and rode on. About a mile beyond their house, ~ road 
but little used turned off, leading to the hills back of their piace. 
Here I noticed fresh tracks of horses; evidently two or more had 
gone along quite recently. One of them only was shod. This 
was a suspicious circumstance in a suspicious neighborhood. I 
therefore followed them until sunset, then returned home. Un 
reaching my office, I found a telegram stating that a valuable 
horse had been stolen from the" Divide," giving description and. 
requesting prompt action. Before daylight. the next morning, I " 
was in my saddle and again ·on the road to Pine Creek. I took the 
tracks where I had left and followed them to a dense thicket of 
young pines. Here they were difficult to follow, so I dismounted 
and tied my horse, which neighed before I had gone far, and 
was answered by another horse quite near. Proceeding in the 
direction whence the sound came, I soon found a small corral 
built of the young pines that had grown there. The thicket was 
so dense around it that at the distance of a few feet it could not be 
seen. It was an admirable hiding-place. As I suspected, the 
horse described in the telegram I had received was tied in the 
corral. I opened the gate, and while examining the horse heard 
voices, and presently saw· two men coming toward me. I could 
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see them through the openings between the trees, and as they 
came nearer I recognized Tom Harmon, a man of bad reputa-' 
tion thal I had some acquaintance with; the other, as he had but 
one arm, was' evidently Dennis Ryan, alias Mike Flannigan, for 
although several years had passed since we last met, I knew him, 
notwithstanding the changes tirr.e, dissipation, and probably re
morse, had wrought. They were within a few steps before they 
saw me. Dennis was ahead, saw me first, and attempted to draw 
his pistol. I was on my guard, and, with my pistol pointed at 
his head, dissuaded him from further hostilities, and after a brief 
argument induced him to drop his on the ground. Harmon 
recognizing me, told Dennis who I was. Then a 'sentence of jar
gon passed between them, and Tom said: 

~" Well, sheriff, what have you got here?" pointing to the 
horse....· . '., . 

•. I saw through their ruse, and replied that I had been across 
the river after witnesses; that, in taking a short cut across the 
hills, I' had missed the trail, and accidentally found the corral, 
where I had camped; that I was just ready to start for home when 
I heard their voices. The horse, I told them, appeared to an
swer the descriPtion of one that had strayed from a ranch down 
the valley. They both disclaimed any knowledge of or owner
ship in him. I however directed Tom to lead him out of the cor
ral, and up the hill to the place I had left mine, making Dennis 
keep back of the horse, while I brought up the rear. They de
cidedly objected to such treatment, but I of course had secured 
Dennis's pistol, which gave me a great advantage in the brief 
controversy we had, and enabled me to force obedience. For 
some distance they kept up a conversation in the jargon previously 
alluded to, and although my education in that branch was lim

o ited, I understood enough to infer that they were discussing the 
practicability of creating a vacancy in the sheriff's office. I gave 
them no opportunity to execute their design, and when we reached 
my horse, I mounted and compelled them to preserve the same 
order of procession across the hills to town. \Vhen we reached 
my office, I locked them up, and telegraphed the owner of the 
horse, who was much pleased with my success. A. W. POOLE. 

(To be continued.) 

PllEETHOUGHT IN' AUSTRALIA. 

In Australia, of late years, there has been quite a revival in 
Freethought, but free thinking is by no means a new thing in, 
Australia; there were as many Freethinkers in proportion to the 
population thirty years ago when the goldfields were in full swing 
as there are to-day, but having no platform they disappeared for 
a time without recognition. The present revival is due to the 
propagandists who came out here under the auspices of the 
Bradlaugh association and founded what is known as the Australian 
Secular Association, of which, I believe, Mr. Joseph Symes of the 
Melbourne Liberator is president. Mr. Symes is an ardent and 
devoted worker, but he has had to contend against great odds. 
The clergy, or the government instigated by the clergy, have 
dreadfullv harassed him from time to time and tried their utmost 
t) silence his battery; but the bold Republican still keeps blazing 
away at them, right and left, from the Hall of Science, where he 
is fortified with the preparation qf truth and challenges the whole 
host of superstition,--I mean the clergy-to show one scrap of 
authority they have for bamboozling the people and stuffing their' 
minds with holy lies to the prejudice of truth and progress. 
These gentlemen in black decline to accept the challenge, but 
still continue to issue passports to that hot country beyond the 
reach of mortal ken, for, as Mr. Symes truthfully remarks, ac
cording to .their doctrine no one can get to the other place, wher
ever it is. Now, knowing this to be the fact, oughtn't they to be 
ashamed to stand up in their pUlpits Sunday after Sunday intro
ducing their congregations to the devil? It's an old saying that 
it is tim~ eno~gh to bid good-morning to the devil when you 
meet him, but they star the old fellow by ushering people into 
his presence unawares. Such nonsense might do to frighten 
European children to b'ed, but it won't wash· ,in Australia. So 
much for pulpit ghost ~tories; they become as tedious and un
meaning as the literary algebra of the. metaphysician, which goes 
to demonstrate .nothing except it might be the pedantic stupidity 
of the writer. . 

We have here in Australia all classes and conditions of re
formers-Republicans, Anarchists, and Socialists. All have a 
philosophy of some sort, but the Republicans have the advantage 
of experience as afforded by the United States of America, and 
the leading Freethought paper, the Melbourne Liberator, is their 
champion. The Anarchists have a philosophy teaching that at 
some immeasurable time beyond the reach of human calculation 
man shall have become so meek and docile, through evolution, 
that he will be inclined to mind his own busineSs and not inter
fere with that of others, thus making him his own representative 
and governor; and for that matter we might consider each indi
vidual a nation, as they would then have to abolish commerce or 
represent themselves at foreign courts individually, which would 
be rather awkward, as they would leave no one at home. I have 
had a little experience with Anarchy. I was in California when 
it was governed by Anarchy, but it was co-operative Anarchy 
protected by the far-reaching arm of the Republic, which was a 
sufficient guarantee for its safety from foreign aggression. This 
is the sticking-point in which the individual is a failure. The 
California experiment, however, showed to the world that the 
hardy sons of toil could bring order out of chaos and make hon
est men of rogues and loafers, and govern themselves without the 
expense attendant upon government servants and institutions; 
but ·they may philosophize until they shall have ~xhausted. the 
vocabulary of human thought and they cannot govern a nation 
without some diplomatic body, and the Anarchist liberty can exist 
only under the protection of a Republic. F. W. HARRIS. 

Tecoma, Upper Yarra, Australia: Sept. 25. 

~ PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN LIBERTY.* 

When the fathers of the republic drafted the Constitution of 
the United States, it was their intention to effect a complete sep
aration of church and state. For well the fathers knew what ec
clesiastical rule was; what church domination meant. 

In Europe, the church gained complete control of the tem
poral as well as the spfritual affairs; and what was the result? 
Intellectual gloom settled upon the civilized portions of that fair 
country; mankind became debased; Greek and Roman civiliza
tions became extinct. Where once there had been enlightenment 
and wealth, there came ignorance and destitution. In the place 
of Aristotle, Plato, Archimedes, Euclid, there came a horde of 
ecclesiastics corruPting the people with their diabolical schemes 
for supremacy. In place ofthe'Roman senate with its illustrious 
law-givers, there came the Vatican with its wicked, cunning 
popes. In place of the pagan schools, with their geom eters and 
philosophers, there came church cDuncils issuing ridiculous creeds. 
Instead of the farm and thrifty husbandman, there came the mon
astery with the monk and his crucifix. Europe was devastated 
by religious wars; witches were slaughtered, the Inquisition arose 
and flourished. The skies of ~urope, for a thousand years ,,'ere 
lurid with the flam'es of the auto-da-fe. 

The founders of our government knew that if we maintained 
our liberties the church should be allowed no legal advantage-
should be recognized only as an individual. The great principle 
of human rights, which the church did not know and seems to 
have not yet learned, that II all men .are free and equal and have 
certain inalienable rights; that among these arc life, liberty, and' 
the pursuit of happiness," was made the basis of American lib
erty. The great fact was clearly recognized that e\'ery individual 
has 'rights with which no government can, or should, tamper.' 
These rights are liberty of conscience, free thought, free speech, 
freedom of religious exercises; the right to engage in such '. 
pursuits, seek such pleasures, as shall be consistent with the rights . 
of others; with these principles: "That no person, no society,' 
no government has a right to interfere in the natural rights of 
mankind; and that all governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of the governed." 

It· it is evident that our Declaration of Independence and' 
Constitution of the United States are not based upon Christian 
liberty, but upon equality and justice. Our Constitution ignores' 

*Synopsis of an address delivered 'by Geo H. Dawes at the Portland 
Convention. 
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the Christian religion. .The Christian's God is not recognized; 
its savior is unknown; its holy book is not mentioned. , 
.' When our Constitution was before the states for ratification, it 
was then attacked by the over-zealous orthodox because in it 
there was no acknowledgment of the Christian's God-or in 
other words, because Christianity was not made the state religion. 
But under the'leadership of the immortal Jefferson, who said it 
was the intention to found a purely secular government, our sec
ular Constitution was adopted, and church and state were 
divorced. And as if anticipating the movement that is now go
i,ng on among the churches, to supplant our secular government 
with a theocracv, an amendment to the Constitution was made 
\yhich prohibited Congress from establishing any religion and 
granting freedom of speech and the press. 
, But at the present time a political party composed of a head, a 

body, and a tan-that is, the National Reform Association, Pro
hibition party, and \-Voman's Christian Temperance Union-is 
now attracting considerable attention. And the main object of 
this party is to secure a. religious amendment to the National 
Constitution. That plank of their platform which demands the 
prohibition of the liquor traffic is only an ostensible object put 
forth to catch the votes of zealous but unsuspecting temperance 
people. But this party would far rather see its God in the Con
stitution than to see whisky out of the country. If these pious 
fanatics succeed in securing this religious amendment the 
wheels of progress will again turn backward; for the church is as 
much the enemy of "profane learning'!- and liberty as ever. 
The church opposes all learning, all science, which she cannot 
control and direct to her own benefit. 
::The Catholic church wants to engross the public education so 
that the child will advance in nothing but the catechism. The 
Protestants want to control our public schools so that astronomy 
,vill be taught according to Joshua, and geology according to 
M.oses. As stupid. as the church is, she knows that the next best 
thing to blissful ignorance, is a right good orthodox education. 
Give,' th~ church the power and she will become the same relent
less petsecutor as of old. The persecution and prosecution of 
the'Spiritualists of Michigan, and the Seventh-day Christians and 
Infidels of Arkansas, Alabama, and Georgia, show too plainly 
what the intentions of the orthodox 'churches are, and what they 
,vQuld do had they the power. And what they expect to do 
when they get their religious amendment may be readily 
!iD-derstood from quotations from The Christian Statesman," H 

;,vhich is the organ of the National Reform Association. 
.', [Mr., Dawes then read several extracts from speeches and edi
torials from the Statesman which clearly proved that the inten
#onsof the Christians are to esta,blish a theocracy and directly at 
-Variance with the principles of American liberty, and urged 
~he Liberals to arouse from their lethargy and oppose ecclesias
tical iriterference in state affairs. Then he continued his address 
9n', the Demands of State Secularization.] . 
"r These demands are broad, liberal, and just. They recognize 
die :i:'ights of everyone; they are in perfect harmony with the spirit 
of our American institutions and the strict letter of our Consti
i'lidon, \vhich recognizes religion as an individual affair, and as 
no concern of the state. It was never the intention of the Amer
fcan people to make the church a state institution. The state 
has no'souls to save, no souls to damn. Churches are of no 
public utility. They are owned by corporations, and managed
h the interests of these corporations. Why then should we exempt 
$1,400,000,000 worth of church property from just taxation? 
C~urch edifices are protected by the state. If a church building 
\akes fire, the fire companies are: on hand to save the building; 
~n~ey chance to be destroyed by a mob, the state is responsible 
fO'(thedarriage; why, then, should they not contribute their just 
proportion to the expenses of the state? When this vast amount 
9fproperty is exempt from taxation itmakes the burden propor
ti?~atelj heavier upon those who do pay taxes. Then people 
a:t¢com pelled by taxation to contribute to the support of relig
i6ifs, and sectarian institutions. The donations to the churches in 
~~~rit'Qtrng their property from taxation is not less than $20,000',000 
annually. .. ' .. 
","]ftpe'populationof the United States is in round numbers, 
~.i;~tY'!ll,i1lionS, ~ th~n; for e~ery '~at:l. wpman and <;hild there is 

paid from the public funds, for the support of the church,33i 
cents annually. 

Mr. Dawes then showed the folly of suppJrting chaplains, and. 
the injustice to the tax-payers by employing chaplains in the 
Congress. army, and navy of the United States, and the several 
state legislative halls, asylums, and penal institutions .. And also 
the gross injustice of giving millions of dollars of the people's 
money to the various religious denominations for the support of 
sectarian institutions, under the guise of charities or educational 
establishments. That the amounts given to support the Christian 
religion by exempting church property from taxation, the sala~ 
ries of chaplains, and the donations from, public funds for the 
support of sectarian establishments c~lnnot be less than $40,000,
000 annually. . 

He further discussed that principle of state secularization, de:"': 
manding that the Bible be exCluded from the public schools; 
proving that the logical results of the use of the Bible in our 
public schools would be a complete breaking down of our pub
lic school system, and the establishment of sectarian schools; 
and also the necessity of abolishing the oath in all the depart
ments of state, and establishing in its stead the simple affirmation 
under pains and penalties. 

The oath does not make men truthful and honest, but the 
tendency of the oath was to make men dishonest and untruthful. 
The effect of the oath was simply to make a lie respectable. 

. He quoted Christ's words regarding the oath, and also quoted 
from Peabody's" Moral Philosophy," proving that the oath in no 
sense enhances one's obligation to tell the truth or fill a promise. 
The form of the oath with "so help you God," expresses the 
idea which underlies it; it is therefore a religious custom and 
has no place in a secular government. 

"Christian morality" assumes that there is one day in the 
week that is better than another, and the state has a right and 
should enforce the religious observance of this day. Here again 
the church establishes a false standard of right and wrong; that 
an act done on Sunday is wrong, though if performed on any 
other day of the week would be meritorious. It is not the day 
when an act is' done that makes it either right or wrong, but it 
is the intrinsic fitness of the act. Under the mistaken idea of 
"Christian morality" and" Sunday observance" there have been 
furnished too many long-faced hypocritical Sunday pietists who 
would believe it wicked to enjoy themselves on the "Lord's 
day," but who have no compunctions about" giving light weight 
o'r short measure, or otherwise cheating their fellow-men, on 
Monday. What we may expect if the "reformers" succeed in 
their theocratic schemes is a re-enacting of the barbarous code of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, where a man could be fined for 
kissing his wife on Sunday, and every one was compelled to at
tend church or be fined, and the death penalty, according to the 
Mosaic code, could be inflicted for violation of the Sund.lv 
~W& • 

That the Protestant church looks upon all work or recreation 
on Sunday as criminal is evident from pulpit utterances, where 
the statement is often made that they" have more s\'mpathy for 
a thief than for the person who desecrates the Sabbath." But 
Secularism, based upon equal rights and natural morality, says 
there is no day of the week better than another, no day too good 
to be devoted to the service of man. \Ve say that those who 
wish to devote Sunday or any other day of the week to religious 
exercises, who wish to spend their time listening to the reading 
of impossible tales and ,nonsensical discourses, have the right 
and should be protected in that right. But we also insist that if 
we wish to go on pleasure excursions to the hills and groves 
where we can commune with Mother Nature in all her varia
tions-to listen to the babbling brooks, the music of the leaves, 
the sweet caroling of woodland song~ter, or go to the theater, 
where human nature is represented in all its manifoldness, 
where truth and right are represented as triumphing over might 
and wrong, or go to the opera and listen to the soul-thrilling 
symphonies of a .Wagner or a Beethoven, we have the right and 
should be protected in that right. , . 

The desperate struggle of the church to enforce the Sunday 
laws is an admission on their part that they can neither entertain 
nor instruct. The Sunday laws are for no other purpose than to 
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draw,the people-to the churches' by forbidding them going else

where-to give the preachers a good fat living by working one 

day of the week while the great mass of 'toilers of the country 

jnanage to eke out a miserable existence by drudging through the 

other six. ' 

~'There are thousands of people who will contribute to the sup

port of the church and to a system they knew to be false-a sys": 

tern they know to be tyrannous and oppressive in its practice

but who in the privacy of their closets will whisper in your ear 

that they too are Freethinkers, but as Christianity is popular it is 

'policy to countenance it; it would ruin their business to oppose 

it.' Such as these are found among our business men, but most 

particularly politicians who are seeking notoriety through some 

petty office. They must pander to pqblic prejudice; sordidly 

selfish, they are wl1ling to sacrifice principle for profit, preferring 

the ephemeral praise of their "beloved constituency" .to the lasting 

plaudits of a grateful posterity. Such men as these, wherever 

found, are cumberers of the ground; they are stumbling-blocks 

in the path of progress; they are to be feared, for they are 

treacherous friends and dangerous foes. For the sake of popu

larity they are willing, outwardly, to conform to the ceremonies 

of any religion. For the sake of wealth or power they would 

uphold the cross or kneel before the crescent, they would sacrifice 

to Brahma, or worship in a temple to the sun. 


',I do not wish to be understood that I would like to see Liber
als raise a clamor on every street corner, or thrust their religious 
opinions in the face of every passer by. I would not have any 
Liberal bring the noble cause he represents into disrepute by let
ting his zeal outrun his discretion. But it is necessary that we 
be staunch and true to principle; never afraid to stand for the 
truth. \Ve should ever be ready and willing to help along a 
cause we believe is right; ever ready to lend a hand, helping our 
fellow-men to a higher plane of right living and secure the bless
ings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity. 
"'Let us organize wherever possible, for organized effort may 
accomplish great work, while individual effo.r:ts only bring con
tempt and . persecution. Let us give our moral and finanCial 
support to the'Secular Union .. We must also bear in mind that 
liberty' can only be secured by a struggle and maintained at 
the price of eternal vigilance. 

Let us press on in this intellectual contest bravely, firmly, courte
ously. To falter now would be to give up the fruits of a long 
and weary struggle; the scenes of that thousand years of midnight 
darkness would be acted once again, and the battles for freedom 
would have to be fought once more. 

TOPOLOBAMPO. 

Mr. W. N. Slocum, one of the Sinaloa, Mexico, colonists, 
writes as follows to the Carrier Dove from La Logia, Sinaloa, 
under date of October 3: 

The season has been a good one for crops in most parts of 
this country, but the colony has not been fortunate. The colony 
farm at La Logia consists of four hundred acres, about one-third 
of which is low land near the river, subject to overflow, the other 
two-thirds being table land ten to fifteen feet higher than that in 
the bottom. The upland is usually too dry to produce crops 
without irrigation, and although there are ditches, the river sel
dom rises high enough to be of benefit to any but the low land. 
This'season, however, we had copious rains, and the com on the 
upland gr.ew well. Before the time came for roasting ears, birds 
began to eat it Worms were very plentiful, and woodpeckers 
first broke open the ears in search of worms,then blackbirds 
came in by thousands to fini:-h their work. Every effort to drive 
away thehirds ,vas unsuccessful, and we were finally obliged to 
harvest it before it was ripe. Not one-fifth of a crop was saved. 
I do not think there were five bushels of shelled COIn to the 

.acre, and much of that is very poor owing to the must. The 
com was planted in July. Early in September fifty acres of bot

'tom land were planted in corn, but all of it was killed by water 
standing on it, the flood in the river remaining a week or more. 
. A lot of barley and other crops were also destroyed. " 

-: More than half the corn used by the colony since I came here 
a'year ago has 'been purchased from the Mexicans, and much of 

this has been musty, so much so as to btunfit for human food; 
yet corn and beans are our staple articles, and for months past 
we have had no beans, nothing but musty corn. Sweet potatoes 
and other vegetables are growing, but it will be a month or more 
yet before they will be ready for the table. If we had means for 
irr.igation without regard to high water, we could, of course~ 
raIse vegetables at all seasons of the year, but as it is there are 
but two growing seasons, caused by the summer and the winter 
rains. The winters here are much like your winters in Califor
nia, the weather being during January and February for days at 
a time cloudy and misty, with occasional gentle rains. The 
summer rains here are of short continuance, but very heavy, with 
thunder and lightning. Rain has fallen here this summer at the 
rate of one inch per hour for several hours in succession, and at 
Topolobampo on one occasion two inches fell within one hour. 
I spent one week there, about the first of September,during 
which time we had over seven inches of rain.' " 

Recently a small irrigating pump has been erected on our 
farm which will enable us to cultivate a few acres in dry weather. 
Our orange orchard, seldom overflowed, is looking very well, 
but many other trees have died for want of water, or because of 
unfitness for this climate. Deciduous fruits do not seem to do 
well in this part 9f Sinaloa, which is about fifty feet above sea 
level, but they flourish finely in the foothills and mountain's.' ~ 

As I stated in a f.:>rmer letter, the success of this colony appears 
to depend upon the success of the projected railroad from Topo~ 
lobampo through to the Atlantic coast. It need not depend upon 
that if we had capital to purchase land, and to construct an irri
gating canal from the Fuerte river to the bay; but this colony 
has little money at present and none in prospective except such 
as depends upon the railroad. That is looked to as the coming 
savior. How long it will be coming is yet a question of doubt. 
Mr. A. K. Owen, the projector of the colony, still writes hope~ 
fully, but he is always hopeful, and as the people here do not 
know exactly what he bases his hopes on, they frequentl} become. 
despondent. Then Mr. Owen writes them an encouraging letter, 
and they cheer up again; and so it goes from year's end to year's 
end. The last encourager is dated August 25 last. , 

In regard to the birds eating the corn, I do not mean to be 
understood that the birds here are a nuisance. If it were not fo'r 
them we would be overrun with worms and insects, and could 
raise no crops at all, until we get irrigation facilities, so as to 
drown them out. We will have to fight the birds as they do in 
Egypt, not with shotguns, but with stones or some substitute. 
Egyptian fields are divided into sections, in the center of each oC 
which a tower is constructed. On the top of the tower a man 
with baskets of stones, and sometimes a sling, keeps all birds 
away from his part of the ground without himself leaving hiS 
po;;ition. Here we follow swarms of birds round and round d 
large field, delaying but not preventing their breakfast. When 
they have eaten their fill they go away or take a re~t, and all the 
difference I can see we make with their feed is to force them to 
work for it. As powder costs one dollar a pound and shot 
twenty-five cents, it is expensive business. Yelling at them' 
seems to do no good. The Mexicans use bows and arro\,"g; 
which are more effective than our mode, and arrows cast frorri 
the top of a tower would be still more serviceable. There' are 
no stones on this farm. The soil is a sandy loam. ' 

With regard to summer and winter crops, I believe the Iatte'r 
to ,be generally the better of the two. The sun is too hot in the 
summer for many plants, and the weeds too luxuriant. It is 'im~ 
possihle to k~ep the weeds down. The sweet potatoes planted 
last March YIelded well, but unfortunately they were dug before 
maturity through fear of the summer floods, and most of them 
~otted. They could not, on the bottom land, have been planted 
earlier on account of the winter floods. Those we now ha~;e 
growing are on the upland, but although. the vines are rank, the 
prospect at present is poor, as the bulbs show no signs of filling; 
Perhaps they will come out all right later on. Tomatoes' 
squashes, pumpkins, and melons, all of which grew to perfectiorl 
last spring, are not doing wen as a summer crop. As we, k~e.p 
planting, however, we may mature a crop, yet before January: . 
The great trouble is that having no granary or cool warehouse 
here, riearly all vegetables' rot as "soon as they are 'out "of ·th:~ 
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ground; the only remedy for which appears to be a constant 
succession of crops, which is something we cannot have until we 
construct irrigating ditches. On the whole this country does not 
seem to me equal to California as an agricultural region, although 
.experience will, of course, teach better methods, and I do not 
forget that when Americans first went to California they consid· 
ered the land worthless for agricultural purposes. Until we get 
irrigation facilities we can learn something from the Mexicans, 
although it is true that they live" from hand to mouth." 
, -Most of them are miserably poor; nearly all are wofully igno
rant, and the vast majority are virtual slaves. The landlords 
only are independent, and many of them live no better than the 
poorest laborers of California. 

Our main article of diet here is corn meal, which for three 
months past has been almost invariably musty. Beans, the only 
other important article of food, we have for some time been des· 
titute of, and when we have them they too are sometimes musty. 
Neither sugar, coffee, tea, rice, potatoes, wheat or rye flour can 
be obtained here bv colonists in return for their labor credits; 
neither can such articles as soap, matches, coal oil, or in fact 
scarcely any of the things which poor people in Califontia con
sider as the necessaries of life. Since the settlement of the col
ony we have not had green vegetables to exceed three months in 
any year. 

Those who have money can purchase supplies here or in the 
neighborhood, but nearly everything is high. Coal oil, for in
~tance, is one dollar per gallon, and a very poor quality of soap 
costs double the price charged for a good quality in California. 
The same is true of nearly everything else. I know families who 
have expended over four hundred dollars for food alone since 
their arrival in the colony. 

On the Trail. 

To the Editors of Fruthought: 
. As mapped out in my last letter, I took the steamer down the Colum~ 
bia to Stella, Wash., where I arrived about noon and found myoId-time 
friends and liberals, Postmaster Herring and his little true wife, still at 
the post of duty. Stella is a small ct city" of two stores and one dwell
ing house, situated at the foot of a high, rocky bluff or mountain that 
Juts up to the river, many hundreds of feet in hight. The people to sup
port the town or lectures live back in these woods miles away, but they 
come to all the lectures and support them well. Stella has had a feast 
~f good things, as the church folks say, the 'present season. Underwood 
has given three lectures here; Mrs. Reynolds, three; Bell, two; Wais
brooker, two; Putnam, three; and'" on the trail," two. This is the 
home of that old veteran of radical thought, Scharnhorst, who encour
ages.and helps pay all our lecturers to come to Stella. 

As it rained all the time I was there, I concluded to return to Port
land and wait until the convention was over. At last the day came 
round and Freethought began marshaling its hosts, and by Saturday, hun. 
dreds were met together fot the first time in Liberal conc1n.'ve at Port
land, to devise 'ways and means to unhorse superstition and to keep the 
red white and blue above the cross. Many had come three or four hun
dred miles, and it looked like a gathering of the faithful. I met many 
old familiar faces from my trail of last year in Oregon and Washington. 
These friends I was more than glad to see again. Friends are what give 
zest to life, and make it worth the living. Friends alone can make the 
lecturer's life a success, or his lectures either. 

The convention was a big success in numbers and money donated to 
pay expenses, as it was announced at the first meeting there would be 
'no fees charged at the door, nor contributions asked for, as ~here was 
;:cash plenty to pay all expenses. The speaking was fine and did credit 
Jo all our workers for Liberalism. The music was particularly good 
and everybody seemed to be happy. 

,The ball and banquet Tuesday eve was a royal success and lasted until 
'golden dawn was about ready to climb the eastern hills. The guests 
'will .long rem~mb;!r Mrs. Carrie E. Haight's feast of good things, pro. 
vided for this occasion. She was certainly the right person. in the right 

place for .once. The day after the convention I boarded the train for 

P:l1ouse country, in eastern Washington and Idaho. My first lectures 

were given at Garfield in the large new Christian church, where I -was 


,~et. by crowded houses, and all took Liberalism in the name of science, . 


as if it was good.for the soul as well as pabulum for.the mind. I gave 
three lectures in Garfield, made many friends, and passed on to Palouse, 

. a beautiful little "city" on Palouse river, which flows down froin the 
mountains in Idaho. This iS'the great wheat country of Washington 
and Oregon. It is a hilly prairie country, but produces thirty, forty, fifty, 
and in some cases seventy-five bushels of splendid wheat to the acre. It 
is a very healthy country, having an elevation of some 2,500 feet above 
the sea, but is very cold at times in the winter; often old Mercury goes 
down 30 degrees below zero. I lectured here again in the Christian 
church to good audiences, but a theatre and steady rain interfered very 
much with my success. This morning, while at breakfast, I innocently 
called for" hot cakes for one," and when the waiter girl gave the order 
to the cook, a John Chinaman, he threw the rolling pin at her head, ex
claiming, "Damma Melican man feelee head, me feelee you head." 
John was mad because I was late to breakfast; and thus amI ever unap
preciated; even the moon-eyed celestial declares that I am "no goodee" 
and tries to" feelee head" of the innocent waiter girl. 

Verily the lecture man sees both the fat and lean side of lire, as he 
perambulates the country o'er, but we expect our crown and harp, not 
till we bid terrestrial life a kind farewell, and sprout wings for the flight 
up the golden stairway, to the beatitudes of celestial privileges. A few 
weeks more and I shall be with friends again in California. Liberals 
will please write me in care of FREETHOUGHT, wherever they want the 
"Trail" blazed for freedom in their ~icillity, all without money· arid 
without price, and not too cheap to be good either. 

Palouse City, Wash., Oct. 30. Yours ever, D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Organization in Fresno. 

To the Editors of Freethought: 
It may be of interest to- you to learn that on Sunday, Oct. 27, we or

ganized a club here in Fresno, to be known as "Unity Club," and our 
bond of Union is the following: 

"The undersigned hereby unite in the formation of an association to 
be known as ' The Unity Club of Fresno.' 

" The objects and, purposes of the club are mutual improvement, both 
moral and mental, the acquisition of knowledge and the promotion o.f the 

'study of truth, and the practice of virtue.' ,.. . . 
. "For the accomplishment of these ends we propose, when practicable, 

to have weekly meetings, and special meetings when necessary; to 
have lectures, sermons, essays, discussions, conversations, and such oth
er methods as the club shall deem useful. 

"All who wish to promote these objects are welcomed to this club. 
and become members thereof by signing these articles. 

" It is not expected or required that all its members shall think and 
. believe alike, in matters pertaining to religion or theology ,-any. more 
than that they shall look alike. . 

" The object is to do good, and to make ourselves and our fellow. 
creatures better, wiser, and happier, as well as to promote virtue and 
lessen vice in the community." . 

Our meeting last Sunday was a remarkably interesting· one. Next 
Sunday Geo. E. Church will lecture; and the "Sunday following, Dr. 
Rowell will give us a Japanese sermon; so that we can compare the 
moral ideas of that people with our own. 

The officers of the club are J. W. North, president; Mrs. Kellogg, 
secretary, and T. J. Kirk, treasurer. We hope to have singing next 
week and permanently thereafter. If you have any good suitable hymn 
or song book, please send me a sample. 

We have Agnostics, Unitarians, Universalists, Spiritualists, and other 
saints, and they all agree in the objects stated in our articles. We have 
already over seventy members. J.W. NORTH. 

fresno, Oct. 30, 1889. , 

M. RXNAN, the distinguished French scholar, recently received 
at his country residence a visit from the Welsh Archeological 
Association, and in addressing h~s visitors he related this: "Here 
is an incident which happened, as I am informed, close by here, 
a few years ago. There was a little chapel dedicated to Saint 
Beuzec. ~ That, I think, was the old name of Budoc. His stOPle 
statue having become almost shapeless, the priest started a subscrip
tion for its renewal. He raised about forty francs, and then 
bought, at an image shop in the Rue Saint-SuI pice, a Lourdes vir
gin, which he cunningly substituted for the decrepit statue. That 
is the way they suppress a saint to replace him with the effigy 
of dreary modern ~irac1e." 
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The Virgin Mary Powerless.=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:= I 	 SOMETHING NEW! 
A system of easily.comprehended rules ~nd 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

. in the most perfe~t manner. 
Itcontains the best ideas 


resulting from thirty 

years experience 


with Dress 

Charts 


and Tailor 

systems. It is 


adapted to the mod. 

ern requirements of dress, 


and is used and indorsed by 

the best professional dressmakers 


of the East. It is as far superior to old 

methods as the steam car is to the stage. 


Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 

'By special arrangement we are able to offer the 

readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 

a short time. Write for particulars if you are 

at all interested in matlers of household econo· 

my. This chart will save any family five limes 

'its cost in a single year. . 


Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. ~To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t 	 DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuflolcturers and Dealers in 

,PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, lYws, Hardwart, Wrappitzg 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

4;14 and 416 Clay st., S. F. 

W.M. HINTON & CO. 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 


536 CLAY· STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San FranciBco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Spowing that there is no authority for the 
. Sunday laws~ either Human or • 

" Divine." 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 
eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

. J. D. SHAW'S' PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What 	 Is It? A pamphlet containing 
. eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 

that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

; The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Dr. Charles Mackay relates the follow
ing incident: 

"At a church in Halle is preserved a 
thigh-bone of the Virgin Mary, which has 
the reputation of working wonderful cures 
in case of female barrenness. Of this thigh
bone, or chasse, the following story is re
lated: Once upon a time there resided in 
Ghent a couple who were blessed with all 
the ,riches of this world, but .whose happi
ness was sore troubled for the want of 
children. Great was the grief of the lady, 
who was both beautiful and loving, and 
many her lamentations to her husband. 
T.he . latter, annoyed by her unceasing sor
row, advised her to make a pilgrimage to 
the celebrated chasse of the Virgin. She 
went, was absent about a week, and re
turned with a face all radiant with joy and 
pleasure. Her lamentations ceased, and, 
in due course, she brought forth a son. 
But oh! the instability of human joys I 
The babe, so long desired and so greatly 
beloved, survived but a few months. Two 
years passed over the heads of the discon
solate couple, and no second child appeared 
to cheer their fireside. A third year passed 
away with the same result, and the lady 
once more began to weep. 'Cheer up, 
my love,' said 	her husband, 'and go to the 
holy chasse at Halle; perhaps the Virgin 
will again listen to your prayers.' The lady 
took 	 courage at the thought, wiped away 
her tears, and 	proceeded on the morrow 
towards Halle. She was absent only three 
days, and returned home,. sad, weeping, 
and sorrow-stricken. 'What is the matter? ' 
said her husband. 'Is the Virgin unwilling 
to listen to your prayers?' I The Virgin 
is willing enough,' said the disconsolate 
wife, I and will do what she can for me; 
but I shall never have any more children! 
The priest is gone from Halle~ and nobody 
knows where to find him !"'-Agnostic 
Journal. 

It Tickled Him. 

Friend-" Are you happy?" 
Spirit (through medium )-" Perfectly so." 
Friend-" What has pleased you most 

since you left us?" 
Spirit-"The epitaph on my tombstone. 

It both amazes and delights me." 

"I WOULD have you remember, brethren," 
said the preacher, "the same master hand 
that contrived the celestial system fashioned 
the least of earthly atoms as well; the su
perb architect of the mountains arranged 
the minute threads of gold within them; 
and remember, friends, the God who made 
me made a daisy." 

A LITTLE boy, hearing some one remark 
that nothing was quicker than thought, said 
he knew better than that; whistling was 
quicker than thought, and he had some 
marks on his legs to show for it. Being 
asked to explain, he said: "In school, the 
other day, I whistled before I thought, and 
got a licking for it." 

·It 

--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED 'HYMNS ,· 
(WORDS AND lIlUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical S<;>cieties, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice ... .........•••............ $ I • 5.~ 
Address orders to 

L. K. 	WASHBURN, 
Revere, 'Mass. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit.growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, ~s I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com. 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr•. 

GOD IN THE STATE. 
By E. A. Slevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union. 
-:0: 

This is the best prese~tation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a ' pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:- . 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Franoisco. 

a karat. Gold Scarf Pin............................... 4 .0 
10 karat Gold, small Bize Badge Pin ........ . ..... ;... \I' 0 
U karat Gold, small size Badge Pin .................. .275 
14 karat. Gold, small size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 brat Gold, Lallte Badge Pin ...................... 300 
U karat. Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 UO 
14 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chaiUl....... 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain •••••.• 5 to 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond- 14 .00 

-This 18 a full·bodied diamond, st't BO t.hat It may be 
cleaned from the reverse Bide and never lose its brilliancy.

Sent to any addreSll, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre

ented or mone~fffW1~~'~:XCboNALD, ' 0' 

04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, CaL 

impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy 
street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 8 
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WATCHFUL ·WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WA,~CHES AND WATCH WORK,. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years ; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; u jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ourice 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.5°, and $19.50. In 4~ounce case, $I'extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I~ 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra;- extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 

. cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best &tores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

.THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH;-The best in the world' 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 

. 3-ounce coin SIlver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6.ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50,$60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

. embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 

. $500, for $375. Sent subject to approval; and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty . . A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
· ' Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

.' '. prices or send better goods. 
SUNDRiES. 

Be'st Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 
· Gold 'do., . $5 and . . 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
.(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings 	 .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best tripl~-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, iiI. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANT TO K ow 
AU 4bout ~ human bodll.in health cmd dileiUl, ftature', era.nwaW. 
H010 Life iI ~U4ted./~tnG'~ined,dUeoutnduC('4.deathdda1fed.
H010 W marry lIem, Oflm mau, Mld trannntt~ o/lwaUA to poIU1itll
Bead ~ mwt popui.ar, eomprUwnnee and tu~ bool.: tre4Ung oj 

MEDl CAL, SOCLf. L AJrD SEXUAL SCIENCE. 
which Dr. Endon (leelares to be "pncelesa In value, n &w, startllD 
and very InslrucUve.) The lateEt eQiUon Is more complete and val. 
uable than ever, having been re·wrl1ten In Important p It con. 
ta1ns AN .A.Pl'BNDLX of great proctical utility made up of 

OVER :00 P ESOUPTIO REaP 
"'A III Nfla _ to&4lllt • IIt... 
" c mpt. te bl! 01 pOllIO an4 tJl do (lJ"Om
111 8), lJ.08b'attd dlreettona for the dro 
foJ' Health Board."), and hyg:\enlc rules for re or Intan: 

o IGIN OP I .IFE A.ND DEVELOP T 
tnclng tbe embryo from conception, through a11a 

Illustrated y Over 2 cnuUful ()oloreti LI , 
on tine plate paper. !lucb as are to be found only 11) hlgh priced, 1m· 
ported medical worts; nd to 1l1ustrate the anatomy, and relative 
poSitions Qf Important pa eacb book is a lso embe1l1shed ....ith 
TBBE'R EI.F,G A . . '" rn 0110 T8 fVlTAL ORGAN •

arculars liree. ..dddress 1I1ll'1'81 BID PublJaMDg Co••• 29 , 28~ 8&', N. r. 
------_ .__ ._._.. _._------,--_._--- 

,:' .Jvlen, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By"Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 

· .. . Developmen.t of the Canon. By Bronson C. 
G. Ingersoll. Price, So cent~. Keeler. Pnce, So cents. 

NEW .BOOKS. · 
Any of the following works may. be order~d_ 

through this office, and will b;! sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. . 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Rwl Canu. Price, $1.00. 

"The book is of most excellent spirit and great.
ability."-Public Opinion. 

. .. Dr. Carus with an ingenious ancl artistic hand 

unites the rival theories (.,f the Idealists and Real. 

ists."-Walts·s Literary Guide. 
• .. Dr. Carus expounds the principles of Monism 
tn a most able manner. and with !'o little technical• . 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure."-Secu!ar Thougld, Toronto. . 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 

,A Study in Experimpntal PsycnoJogy. By A lfred 
Bhut. Price, 75 cents. 

"The essays constitute a powerful and masterly 
argument, thoroughly supported by observed facts." 
-New York Tribune. 
THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 

THE SCIENCE OFTHOUGHf. By F. Max 
Miiller. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a Iife.iong 
labor in the st~dy of the !::icience of Langudge."
-Scotsman, Edmburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price 

15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel: 
orment of the idea of God in human thought and 
history• 

.. An effort to purify our idea of God."-Lite~ 
rary fVorld, London. : 

.. The writer defines God as .. The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports pis definitio:· witb much 
solid argument."-Watts's Literary Guide,London. 
MAKING 	 BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be. 

tween lVheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
. 10 cents. . 

.. In the controversy both sides are fairly rep. 
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
c~ear the atmosp~ere of the. clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mllld."-Elzte News, Chicago. 

and 
his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

re. 

"Private 
an 

many 

IAREGULAR EDUCATED 
r AND LEGALLY QUA. 
;LIFIED PHYSICIAN,
i the most successful (in
specialty) as his practke will 
surely prove. 1.'he 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men Stich as. 
weakness. impotency. &tc., 
suIting from indescretiou and 
ignorance of youth. 1.'bose who 
are ailing should send ten (10 
cents for his book, 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

. The. book is worth 
times Its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc' 
tion and the affiicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential . 

Plain Envelopes used. The boak spoken of sent s~aled 


~ddreS8. DR. }{. P . FELLO\T~, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY: 

/Say where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From tb~ Washlngton National View.] 
n~. Fellows, of Vmeland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

servICes to ~l! those. 1~ .need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillf,:!l. phYSICian. Smuhar a!1vertisements from unreliable 
practitIOners have been assailed and exposed by the press
!Jut, Dr. Fell<?ws, a specialist. in hIS line. stands foremost 
m hi;B profesSIOn. and the ,:ncomiums showered UDon · him 
publicly as we~l .as in prlva~ are fattering evidences of 
t~e hlgh ap{lreclatlO~ and c:on~del}ce his long and conscien. 
tlOUS dev~non to hiS specl~lt:les m hi" profession have 
justly merited for him, and It IS safe to trust hlm. so· 

A Testimonial. 
. WEST LI~ERTY. 0 .• Aug. ]2.1888. . 

. DR. R. P: FELl.OWS-Dear 811': The remedy JOu sen' 
~ working like a cbarm. I am completely surprise the wily
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week, 
a!ld that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out II 
right. Yours reslJ~tfully, J. R. ~ 

RE!IAI,tKB-Th.e above Is a fair sample of the hundreds f 
testimomals re~elved from all parts of the United State~ 
fror;n youl!g. IDlddl", ·aged and e!derly men, suffering from 
vanous kmds of sexua~ co.mplamts, but who are now cured 
by my; Extem~l Applicatl~n, the greatest of all known 
remedies for thIS class of dl'3eases. A s I am an out and-o t 
Lib.eral I trust the Freetltinkers of the Land will give r:e 
thell patronage, and Dot waste their time and money 011 
Ch~tlan dooton. - • DR; F~LLOW8. . - ' . . ; , 

http:popui.ar
http:bodll.in
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A -book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

tis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious- under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AhlERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by ccJefferson." 
Price, I 0 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
. AddcopIes, 50 cents. ress 

PUTNA~l & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book,. particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $ I.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba. 
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi. 
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav. 
in2:s •. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

.THE -ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adstolle, Buxley, Mullet Linton 
Beville on· the Confli~ between Genesia &nd Geoloa 
~~,,",ua.- , 

THE LATEST 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25;00 

DRESS SUITS FOR......................................................... 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER FOR...........•... _................................... 6.(0 


Samples forwarded on Application, 
CE3:.A.S. F. :a-.:JFl.Q..:L\I.[.A:NT• 

TAILOR, 

-101 FIFTH STREET 101

PACIFIC Ci\RRIAGE G(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL· ST. 


OLIVlm HINCKl.!I.Y SUPERINTENDENT 


Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Comers Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a. trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma. st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A.. CLARK. CIIA.S. W. CLARK 

VALLEYDIAMOND 
NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIBTORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Th6ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled und Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orohards
and Vineyards. 

Addresil 

CLARK BROS., 
P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. 

hUj)MSBURU's "W"ORKS. 

f'alseOClaims. Price 10 cents Si:gly; 7S Ccents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. " 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jeflerson, and hanklin. Price IS cents. 

Blille Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and VicesSanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
.t>rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. C) This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the· Sabbath 
from a rational point of view.. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; ExaminationoC 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of. Lhristian Reformers, 
Scholars. and Diyines; Abrogation of Sunda.y 
Laws. I) Pri<:e. 2, cents; 6 copies, SI. ,,_. 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tile .Fa1se TeachIngs of the Christian- Ch~rClf. 
Price, 10 cents. - -. . 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Fool.ishness of Prayer. ·Price,· 10 cents.

The Catholir. Church and the Public :Schools-:: 
. Price, 5cents. 

Was Jesus Insane1 Price, 10 cents. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUS,T PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.
~ OF II1FIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

" The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought ·to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it \vith
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
.hope to the H New Heaven and Earth." . J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when i say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. It The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good th~gs, and each sentence is a'n epigrammatic Secular sermon. . 

. 	 E . A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S VVORKS.\ FRED 8. LUGE, 
The Gods. Pape:,. 50 cents; c1~tb, $,~. In five House &Fre~co Pa-Inter

lectures, compnsmg: "The Gods, "Hum-	 " 
. 	 boldt,"" Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 

and "Heretics and Heresies. " CALC I MIN I N G. 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· 113 Eddy street, San Francisco. 

ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 
. 	Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In


dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

u1'he urant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
 The Open Court. 

. Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
 A WeeklyJournal of Reverent Freethougbt. 
soll:' 

Discmsing Problems in Science, Philosophy,

Some Mistakes of ~M08es. Paper, 50 cents; 
 Ethics, and Religion, 


cloth, $1 25. ,. CI 
 Subscription for Iwdve montlts, $2.00. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50 cents; plain --Specimen Copies free on application.-
cloth, $1 25. 

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO.,What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
169-175 L;;a Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.CP'nt,; 

P. O. Drawer F.The Christian Religion. - By R. G. Ingersoll, 

Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

Fisher. Paper, 50 centsj cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages~ 12mo., paper, 10 cents. WM. W. NOBLE,
' . 	 $1 per dozen, postpald. .., 

Ingersoll Catechlsed: His-Answers to a Num

. ber of Vital Questions Propounded by .the edi
 Merchant Tailor. 

tor of the ~an Franciscan. 5 cents, 50 cents 

per dozen; 2S copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
 7222 BTOOKTON 8T. 

Bet. Pacific and Broadway. Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 

of the New York Oburver. By Ropert G. 
 DRESS SUITS .A. SPECIALTY. 

. . . Ingersoll. Price, IS cents. _ Kearny and Mont&,omery St. Cars pass br. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 


5 cents. 
 Temperance and Prohibition, 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large s~~' 

BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D.,octavo, paper, 10 cents. . 
Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Ingersoll's Lpctures Complete. Bound In o~ to force in settling the liquor question. 
, . volume, containing over 1,300 pages. $S. Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office 

FREETHOUGHT BOOKS 

.PUTNAM'S VVORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was mad.. 
by an artist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 

"-;:" his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
H7ashburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, 'I 00: 
"The-author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Ro6
erl G. Ingn-soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 'I 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dlamatic 
power; breezy from first page to Ill:';1 with 
the livn~ spirit of to-day."..,.-yohn SWlliioll'l 
P.~. 

Why ~on't He Lend, a Haftd? A~d other ~g. 
DostIe Poems. Pnce, 10 cents. "Mr. I ut
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. uA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr~ 
Putnam as a genuine poet."- The Ulliv~ru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poctic expression make . his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Filote'l Heall" 
Monthly. ,. 

Ingerson and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
ILnd witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related.Q It is well worth reading."-Bosl", 
InrusliR'alor. 

PrllmblhtlUlS; A t)oem. I'lu;e. $1. "It is 
crammed with liie, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it st"cms to me, with ex
traordinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Hem Jt 
J-V. Bellows. Q r 

Gottlieb: Hi~ Life' or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe .. all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little . tale, 
would be a work of which I confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquisitely beautiful and good in 
all my life before."- Elmina Dralle Slmlur.. 

THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
Faith or Agnosticism. 

A series of articles 

--from-

The North American Review 

-by-


REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLl•• 

The discussion upon which are 'based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by ~utnam & ~facITon
aId, 504 Kearny ..t., San I:'rancisco, Cahfurnia. 
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THE condition of the pope's health indicates that when he 
makes his next journey his destination may be some other place 
than Spain. 

WHILE preaching in a schoolhouse near Eureka Springs, Ark., 
last Sunday evening the Rev. John Mayhew, a Free-will Baptist 
minister, fell dead in the pulpit. There is no moral to be drawn 
from the sad event. 

EX-PRESIDENT CLEVELAND visited the White House at Wash
ington the .other day, and it is reported that after a visit with 
General Harrison the two parted in the best of spirits. The best 
of spirits should certainly be found at the White House, or none 
at aU. 

KATE DREXEL, the millionaire's daughter, has entered a con
vent and given five million dollars to the church. At the same 
time her brother enlists in the United States army at thirteen 
dollars per month, having squandered his inheritance. in riotous 
living. Truly, the fools and their money are soon parted. 

IF we may believe the cable, every tract society in Great Brit
ain is deluging Chares Bradlaugh with religious literature inform
ing him how he may be saved from damnation. We do not 
learn, however, th3.tany of these societies, or. any of his pious 
opponents in Parliament, have prayed for the recovery- of his 
health. 

THE editor of "The World's Advance Thought," a kind of 
Spirituali5tic paper published in Portland, sends to a San Fran
cisco journal the particulars of a colonization scheme on a large 
scale. He says that there are now. enrolled one thousand heads 
of families and young men just starting out in life, having 
in hand $1500 per capita, or an aggregate of $1,500,000, 

who will next season emigrate and locate in a body (as 
nearly as practicable) in some county of California, Oregon, or 
Washington, and that others, through corresponding secretaries 
in various sections, are rapidly sending in their names for en
rollment. The religious basis of the movement is called ".soul
co.nmunion," a custom prevalent among its devotees of sitting in 
reveren:ial calm at some appointed time ~nd allpwing their souls to" 

~ommune with other souls in similar repose throughout the world, 
It is a harmless sort of lunacy. 

(( ALL' days are alike holy" is good secular doctrine, but it 
seems that religiously the sentiment is equally true; Thus the 
Christians observe Sunday; the Greeks, Monday; the Persians, 
Tuesday; the Assyrians, Wednesday; the Egyptians, Thursday; 
the Turks, Friday; the Jews and ~ome Christians, Saturday. The 
Christians, we believe, are the only sect in this country bigoted 
enough to try to enforce the observance of their holy day upon 
all the others. 

H THE Devil is after me," said John J. Noonan, the other day, 
as he threw himself before the altar of a Catholic church in this 
city. He was a religious lunatic and was taken to the asylum. 
Michael Murphy followed Mr. Noonan to the same retreat under 
the delusion that he was St. Michael with a commission from 
heaven. Simultaneously Miss Fannie Leedham, d~ughter of an 
Arroyo Grande farmer, went to the same institution labeled "re~ 
ligious dementia." 

THE Valley City, North Dakota, Democrat containS"'this sug~ 
gestive item: "A few weeks ago Hon. John E. Remsburg 
lectured in the Academy of Music on the 'False Claims of the 
Church.' Next day the building was struck by lightning, no 
material damage resulting however. Some people said it was 
the wrath of God visited upon old man Olsen for allowing an 
Infidel to speak in the building. About ten days ago the Brook
lyn Tabernacle was struck by lightning 'and destroyed-loss 
$150,000. Of course, there's no room for comparison in thf) 
two ~ases." 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT AND THE W. C. T. U. 

The proceedings at the convention of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, at Chicago, last Saturday, opened with a 
prayer and closed with a fight. 

The trouble that is agitating this organization is of apolitical 
nature. There is a split in the ranks, and one division stands by 
the Prohibition party, while the other professes to be non-partisan. 
The Prohibition wing, however, charge that the non-partisans 
are working in the interests ofthe Republican party. 

Last Saturday's difficulty arose from a desire on the part of a 
few members to condemn the whole Republican party as leagued' 
with the rum power, because a hotel at Washington owned by our 
vice-president,' Levi Morton, sustains a bar and has a retail liquor 
license. This raised a war at once, the non-partisan or Repub-" 
lican members denying that Morton had any connection with 
the liquor business. Where these pious ladies would have 
stopped in their warfare is uncertain if a man had not been 
appealed to. Ex-Gov. John P. St. John of Kansas gave 'the' 
facts thus: Vice-president Morton fitted up a fashionable hotel 
in Wa$hingtQn 'and leased it to a man named Kerna,n. "Kernan 
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applied for a license. He had to get the consent of the property 
owners on each side, and they were Vice-President Morton and 
al)other man. Morton was the first to consent that liquor should 
be sold in the new hotel. Mr. St. John did not say that the 
whole Republican party should be condemned for the act of the 
vice-president, but he held that if Morton "had loved his coun
try, God and humanity," he never would have signed that appli
cation, but would have forbidden the sale of liquor in ·his 
hotel. 

Vice-President Morton was ably defended by a lady, who arose 
and said: 

" I wish to say that there is such a thing as a necessity. The N ation
al Woman's Christian Temperance Union, now in session, has its head
quarters at the Palmer House. The Palmer House has a bar ~ It 
probably has a bar within its \taIls because it is a nt!cessity. The 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union probably has its headquarters at 
'a hotel where there is a bar because it is a necessity. We must also 
recognize that Vice-President Morton has a bar in his new hotel because 
it is a necessity." 

This speaker was hissed down. Morton was condemned, and 
only the presence 'of mind of a member who moved that the 
matter be tabled saved the Republican party from being incon
tinently read out of the W. C. T. U.'s affections and esteem. 

This quarrel, threatening as it does to disrupt the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, should not be greatly regretted. 
It is a mi~chievous organization, and might be.so regarded if it 
aimed at prohibition only; but it must be remembered that the 

. W. C. T. U. includes, among its objects, enforced Sunday ob
servance, God-in-the-Constitution, and the other religious en
croachments contemplated by the so-called National Reform 
Association. Prohibition touches one of the outposts of liberty, 
but ecclesiastical legislation attacks its very citadel. Weare not 
sorry, therefore,-to see the movement given a set-back either by 
the quarrel at Chicago, or by the late election in Iowa. 

THE ISSUE DECLARED. 

Under the head of "California's Deepest Need-A Day of 
Rest," the" Pacific," a Congregationalist paper, says: 

" At a recent meeting of the American Sabbath Association of Cftliror
nia it was resolved to proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed 
campaign against the present wide-spread desecration of the Sabbath. 
A large numb:!r of well-known and influential business men of this city 
showed their interest in the movement, not only by their presence, but 
by their remarks. The necessity of coping with the growing tendency 
towards indifference of Sabbath observance was discussed at length, and 
resulted in the determination to restore, by means of state legislature, 
the weekly day of rest to its proper pOSition in the minds of the people. 
There is an evident and deeply-felt need on the part of all working men 
for at least one day's cessation from labor out of seven, and the sym
pathy and interest of the employers of labor in the present movement 
shows but the validity of the claim on all-right-minded citizens. The 
object, indeed, is one which commends itself to the minds of all who 
have the well-being of thtir country at heart." 

The above shows what Liberals may expect. It is a declara
tion of war by the enemy. Easy-going Lib~rals may think 
there is no chance for Sabbath laws in California, "but the Chris
tian churche3 are not of that mind. There is. a set determina
tion among them to uphold the Sabbath by legislation. The 
religious organizations are increasing in power and wealth. In 
sev~ral places they have already won the day at the ballot-box; 
they have enforced ecclesiastical domination. What they have 
ae<:omplished in localities they mean to accomplish throughout 
~he state. ;That they are growing stronger is evident, but it is 

not evident that they are growing more Liberal, and willing to 
respect the rights of the non-Christian. They do not conceal 
their purpose. A Christian. p::>litical party is being formed in 
California. It is forcing .the issue. The SJ.bbath is becoming a 
rally-cry. There may b~ some Liberal church members, but 
they will be brought under the party lash-they will. vote accord
ing to the dictation of the priest. It does not follow .that be
cause Sabbath legislation has been repudiated in the -past, it-will 
continue to be in the future without constant agitation and eri"
lightenment. 

The people of California are changing. The population . will 
receive an addition of hundreds of, thousands during the next 
few yftars. Many of these will be Christians, perhaps a majority. 
It will not do to let things drift. Earnest action will be required. 
There is no doubt that the churches are in earnest; that they 
mean what they say and will push with all the power they have 
for Sa.bbath laws. OrganiZltion is absolutely necessary to meet 
this determined and unceasing effort. If Liberals do not .llnite 
for a common defense,. they will find that the "vigorous and 
well-directed campaign" of the Christian party "will restore by 
means of state legislature the weekly day of rest to its proper po
sition in the minds of the people." 

The Christian party have outlined their work; they have maci'e 
the issue. Shall the Liberals meet it, on their part, with a " vig~ 
orous and well-directed campaiKn ?" 

THANKSGIVING AGAIN. 

Benjamin Harr{:,on, president ,of the United States, has shown 
his lack. of appreciation of the amenities of his position (~~ 

nearly all the presidents before him have done) by issuing the 
appended proclamation: 

"Our highly favored people, mindful of their dependence o~ the 
bounty of Divine Providence, should seek a fitting occasion to testify 
their gratitude and ascribe praise to Him who is the author of their many 
blessings. 

" It behooves them to look back with' thanktul hearts over the past 
year and to bless God for his infinite mercY' in vouchsafing to our land 
enduring peace, to onr people freedom from pestilence and famine, to 
our husbandme n abundant harvests, and to them that labor the recom
pense of their toil. 

"Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States 
of America, do earnestly recommend Thursday, the 28th day of this 
present month of November, be set apart as a day of National thanksgiv
ing and prayer, and the people of our country, ceasing from the cares 
and labors of their working day, shall assemble in their respectiv~ 

places of worship, and give thanks to God, who has prospered us on our 
way and made our paths the paths of peace, beseeching him to bless th~ 
day to our present and future good, making it truly one of thanksgivi~g 
for each reunited home-circle as a nation at large. 

" In witness thereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused th~ seal 
of the United States to be affixed." . . 

It is prohibitej to g:wernment. officials to use governm~nt 
franks and stamps for any other than official business, and we 
would iike to know where Mr. Harrison gets his authority to use~ 
the seal of the United States for business that is not official, 'b~i 
religious. A president is elected to exercise political, not ecclesi": 
astical functions. His duties are prescribed by the Constitution, 
and that of acting as high priest to~direct the religious worship of 
the people is not among them. A pre3ident should never be a 
partisan politician-he is not erected as a servant of his party, 
but of the whole pe:>ple. Neither should he be a religious parti-' 
san. He ought not to take sides on the question officially. A~ 
a citizen he has the· right to hold or express any religiOUS vle~~ 
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that he chooses, but as a president he is not called upon to deal 
with religious matters. But it seems that Mr. Harrison has 
chosen to take sides between those who believe in superstitious 

. incantations before the name of a phantom and those who do 
not. An Atheist could not conscientiously join in the wor..,hip 
recommended, but he must do so 'or stand practically in con
tem pt before the chief magistrate of the land. We maintain that 
it is unfair and unnecessary to place a citizen in that attitude, but 
at the same time, we hold that what a president says officially 
ought to go; it ought to be mandatory. When he issues a proc
lcimation, that proclamation should stand and be obeyed. If he 
hlS a right officially to recommend a day of thanksgiving, he has 
a right to order one, and it is the duty of executives to see th3.t it . 
is heeded~ The seal of the United States ought to be respected 
by every citizen, but as affixed to this.thanksgiving proclamation 
it ~as no more legal force than the mark of John Doe or Richard 

Roe. 
All this is apart from the matter of Mr. Harrison's proclama

tion, which contains some glaring misrepresentations. One un
acquainted with the facts would judge from reading it that the 
P3.st year had been a period of phenomenal prosperity and unal
loyed happiness to all the people of the country; but on the con
trary, the United States has been the scene of the worst disasters 
of the century; Floods have drowned thousands in a day; fires 
have destroyed whole cities; failure of crops in some parts has 
left the people in destitution; and the Divine Providence we are 
asked to thank has in no instance intervened in behalf of the 
sufferers. What have the people of Johnstown to be thankful 
for, except the relief fund? What did providence do for Seattle? 
What is it doing for the starving farmers of ~orth Dakota? To 
thinking people this proclamation can suggest only things wherein 
providence has failed and it must seem like a grim piece of sarcasm 
to the hungry, the homeless, and the victims of a thousand ills. On 
the other hand, it it base ingratitude to those 'Yho sacrificed self 
to help others that they are not given honorable mention. 

Taken all in all, the president's Thanksgiving proclamation is 
empty, absurd, and useless. 

THE National Reformers, or God-in-the-Constitution party, are 
making overtures toward the Catholic church and seeking a union 
of forces in "resisting the progress of political Atheism." Evan
gelical Christians generally do not look' with favor upon this 
scheme. The Catholic church, however, is willing. It will co
operate with Protestants whenever the Protestants are ready to 
become Romanists. We may some day see the Catholic tiger 
and her Protestant daughter in harmonious relations, but the 
conditions will be like those described by the poet: 

" There was a young lady of Niger 
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger; 

When she finished that ride 
Her place was inside, 

And the smile on the face of the tiger.'~ 

THE last number received of the National Reformer contains 

this" Special Notice:" 
"The ',Special Notice' last week will have prepared our readers for the 

.: 	 announcement,which will be read with the sorrow with which it is penned, 
that Mr. Bradlaugh is lying. dangerously' ill.. Prolonged overwork 
brought about its natural result, diminished vitality; and a cold, which 
would have been easily thrown off had he been in robust health, struck 
a weak point and brought on severe •.congestion. It is, of course, neces
sary that he should have absolute rest and freedom from all claims on 
his attention? ~~mesJ?oJl!ieJlts must therefore be good enough to excuse 

silence, save where their letters can be answered by others. We have 
good hope that he will pull through this attack, and that a life so dear 
to his friends, and so valuable to the public, will be preserved. But in 
~rder that it may be so, he must have uninterrupted quiet. There is no 
possibility of his resuming his lecturing work on this side of Christmas 
and it is likely that he will be ordered out of England as soon as he i~ 
strong enough to travel without danger. ANNIE BESANT." 

THE Rev. Dr. Joseph H. Rylance, pastor of St. Mark's church, 
New York, is in the sort of trouble any clergyman may expect 
to get into who offends his congregation by being too Liberal. 
Dr. Rylance was a frequenter of Courtlandt Palmer's Nineteenth 
Century Club, and one of the talkers, we believe, at Stephen 
Pearl Andrews's" Colloquium." .He is now the subject of scan
dalous charges, namely, consorting with Infidels, worldly con
versation; profanity, and libidinous conduct. He has demanded 
a trial by the church committee, but failing to get one, has com
me~ced a suit for slander against the authors of the charges, 
whIch are now reduced to two-swearing at a baggage smasher 
and kissing some young women. The whole affair is almos; 
too contemptible to be noticed. 

IN London a parade called the Lord Mayor's show has been 
held.. It was a medieval affair, and the people laughed and the 
press ridiculed. At Baltimore last Sunday a lot of Catholic 
priests got together and had a religious pageant. It was as ab
surd as the other, but the superstitious uncovered themselves, 
and the press slobbers over its "splendors," its "impressive cer
emonies," and its" solemn services." This is of course done in 
subsetvience to the voting and moneyed power of the church; 
but we trust that where a fawning press gains the worthless pat
ronage of one Romist it secures the lasting contempt of two 
American white men. 

.THE pastor and trustees of a Congregationalist church at Valley 
CIty, N. D., recently leased their church building to Miss Helen 
Putnam for the purpose of a lecture, and took the rent in advance , 
but upon discovering that she was a reverend of the Unitarian 
church they locked up their sanctuary and refused admission to 
herself and audience. North Dakota thus comes into the Union 
with good recommendations for bigotry in certain quarte~. 
Perhaps that is why our pious administration gave her precedence 
over Montana and Washington. 

ON October 6, Dr. Mary Weeks Barnett brought suit at Chi
cago for $50,000 damages against Frances E. Willard, president 
of the National W. C. T. U., Caroline E. Buell, and Esther BuO'h 
for circulating false and defamatory statements agairlst the co~~ 
plainant, concerning the management of the National Woman's 
Temp~rance hospital. The members of this fanatical organiza
tion have more trouble with one another than with the wide and 
wicked outside world. 

THAT most successful humbug, George J. Schweinfurth of 
Illinois, who has deluded many people with the belief thlt he 
is God incarnate, is a serious problem to the Christians of this 
country. They can easily prove him to be mistaken, but the trouble 
is that in doing so they perform the same service for his Gali
lean predecessor. 

IN view of the spirited manner in which Colonel Knight con
tinues the argument in the celebrated Terry case, the.Hon. A. 
ScheU might be excused if he reconsidered his determination not 
to write further on the subject. . 
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- "OUR Adventist contemporary, the Signs of the Times, argues: 
" Just as surely as the prophecies relating to Christ's first coming were 

literally fulfilled, just so surely they will be concerning his second 
coming." 

If the Signs would point out the prophecies foretelling the 
first, coming of Christ, a skeptical .. world might be inclined to put 
nlOre confidence in the alleged adumbrations of the second advent. 

WHY does Moses Hull exercise himself over the falsehoods of 
those two notorious slanderers, Braden and Bundy? Lies gain 
cnrrency chiefly through the repetition necessary to their refuta-, 
tion. Let the dead past be it~ own, undertaker. Remember
that life consists of only four letters, and that three-quarters of it 

is " lie." 

THE advertisement of the " New York Dress ,Chart'~ in this 
paper should attract the attention of our lady readers. It is one, 
of the kind of advertisements that we like to publish in FREE
THOUGHT, because we can vouch for the truthfulness of its repre
sentations. 

, SIGI~){UND DANIELEWICZ has been forced by circumstances to 
suspend the publication of the San Diego" Beacon." The pa
per has not appeared since September I. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

A. F. Neunert, treasurer of the Oregon State Secular Union, 
has forwarded the following report: 
To C. Bea!, Pnsident (If tlu Ot'tgon State Secular Union: 

I have the honor to submit the following report, as treasurer of the 
above Union: 
Whole amount received .•••.•.....•.•••• ," ••••.. ',' .• •• . • $561 So 

'EXPENDITURES. . ' 
C~'Beal for postage, stationery, telegraphing, and help, $40 00 
Oregonian, adverli:sing. .•• .•..•• ...... .••• •••• •••• 40 50 
Telegram, . " ....•. .••••• ....•• . ..• •...•• 3 20 

H all rent............ .....• . . . • • . • . . • • . . . . . . . • • • 28 00 
Janitor ...... .•.•.• . . . . . • • • . • . •. • . • • • •• • . . • . . . • • 5 00 
John Reese, music...... . ..• •.•........•.......• 20 00 

FREETHOUGHT, 1,000 copies...... ...• ...•.• •••. .• 20 00 

Peaslee Brothers, 2,000 letters, 4,000 cards.... ....• 20 00 

L. Ames, stationery...... . • . • . • . . . . .• . . . • • . • • • • • • 4 00 
Six lectures..................................... 60 00 

J. K. Sears, book...... . . . •• • • • . • . . • . • • . • . . • •• • •• 3 90 

C:'B. Reynolds, painting.... . . . .•• ••• ••• .•• .•• • • • 7 15 
Walla Walla Liberal Club, refunded .•. H..... .... .. 25 00 

James Jarrell, refunded...... ...... .... ...... ..... 5 00 

D. Gainey, refunded...... ....•• ....•• ...... •••••• 10 00 

Total •••••••.•••..••••....... $291 75 $561 50 

291 75 
--.

Balance in my hands .... ~ ............ , $ 269 75 
Thanking the Vnion for'the, honor conferred on me, and finding my 

business so pressing, I hereby resign and ask you to elect my ltuccessor. 
Nov. 2, 1889. A. F ~ NEU~ERT. 

To tke. Editors of Fruthought: I} 

Through your columns we wilih to thank the ladies who so kindly .~, 
gave their assistance and freely brought 'cakes for the ball and lunch ". 
given at the Oregon State S~cular Union. Convention. E;pecially we 
would thank Mrs. Geo, H. DJ.wes and Mis.; Nettie Olds, who sent cakes 
although unable to attend, 

The, Secular {lnion organized at Mr. S. P. Putnam's lecture by his 
~eal and energy bas maintained its promising start, and bids fair to 
prove itself a thriving society •. It gave on Tuesday evening, Nov. 12, an 
entertainment and ball as the first of a series. It has secured control of 
Central Hl!-ll for pn~year, and has come to stay. CARRIE E. HAIGHT. 

East Portland, Or. ' 

THE gossip of a single sewing society in Ohio ha<; broken up 
four families and caused a suicide, and yet the go;:d work for 
the: ~eath~n.goes Qn.~Detroit Free Press. 

OBSERVATIONd 

"Do you know," said Judge W. D. Sawyer to me the other 
day when I met him on Montgomery near Washington street, 
"do you know there is a daily waste in our post-office depart
ment that few people ever stop to consider?" He lifted a hand;, 
ful of strings from his pocket, and continued: "1 refer t6 the 
quantity of twine thrown away two or three times a day when the 
mail-carriers untie their packages to dispose of the mail intrusted 
to them for delivery. I would like to belong to the postal ser": 
vice long enough to get some figures about the number of yards 
of string run out to carriers every day, and then find out the con
tract price. Throughout the United States it must amount to a. 
sum that has no insignificant effect upon the national treasury~ 
When you and I were boys in New England forty or fifty years' 
ago strings were not thrown away in this reckless manner. They-, 
would be gathered up, and if there was no other use for them 
they would go to the pedler for a piece of tinware. You remem-' 
ber how nice the water used to taste out of a new dipper that you, 
could see your face in the bottom of every time you took a drink, 
and how· often you would drink till the new got worn off. Think' 
of the new dippers to be bought with the string thrown away in, 
one day bv our post-office department. If I were Postmaster-, 
General Wanamaker I would make a ruling that every carrier' 
s40uld have a little satchel to deposit his strings in. This is a, 
trifling matter, perhaps, but it is a good deal more necessary re
form than stopping the delivery of Sunday mail on the star 
routes. I am in favor of economy in all public matters, national 
as well as municipal!' 

Brother Titus, of Sln Jose, has forwarded to this office a copy 
of the new hymn-book just introduced in the State Normal 
School of California, with the request that it be reviewed in these 
columns. If the reader will turn to the correspondence column 
of FREETHOUGHT for October 19, a review written by Mr. Titus. 
himself will be found, which in a few terse sentences does the. 
subject more complete justice than my feeble pen is capable of 
doing. I have examined the work, and it justifies the remark of 
Voltaire that things too foolish to be spoken are sung. It con
tains some old familiar hymns. The first one I ran across began 
thus: 

Lord, in the mor~ing thou shalt hear-

In my boyhood days the line following the above concluded the 
rhyme with 

The cowbell on the brindle steer. 

But I see it has since been revised. ' Brother Titus quoted some 
of the best of the book in his letter. He however omitted to 
make note of the anthems, which are indeed immense, one read-, 
ing as follows: 

Hallelujah! Hal1eJujah! Hallelujah! power and glory to the Lord Je
hovan's name. Hallelujah to the Lord Jehovah's name. Praise our Lord, 
all ye who love the Lord, in holy songs or joy, in holy songs of joy. Praise 
our God, all ye who love tae Lord-in holy songs of joy. Praise our God 
in holy, holy songs of j"Y. 

Having repeated the foregoing until dizzy, proceed: 
Praise our Lordin holy, holy songs of joy, in holy songs of joy. 

In these extracts Jehovah receives all the praise he deserves, 
but the devil does not seem to get his due. 

A hymn entitled" Longing" begins 
"As pants the hart." 

Upon due consideration I have concluded that, as pants, the 
hart would be a failure. Kids do as gloves, but the hart as pants 
has no claim upon our respect. If other reasons were wanting 
this hymn should exclude the book from our state normal school. 
We do not want our young ladies to say pants. Trou:iers is the 
accepted .term in Boston, and California mU.Jt not linger behind 
the Ea5t in these matters. . 

Again, we have: 
Hark, brtrk, hark, Apollo strikes the lyre, 

Which may be intended as a warning to the untruthful, though· 
the writer's way of spelling' is archaic. 

I. neej not proceed further than to say that the indorsement of 
th~s.~rIl,1n-b)ok by the state of California is an act open to jus( 
cntlclsm. Our schools, as I understand them, are designed fQ. 
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be secular, and to teach orll}' such things as have been ascer
tained to be facts, but when in a school-book is founl the state
ment that 

Lord, when thou elillst ascend on high 
Ten thousand angels fill\!d the sky-

We know that somebody has heen drawing on his imagination. 
How does the state Buard of Elucation know that ten thousand 
angels filled the sky when Jesus made his celebrated ascension? 
What authority i~ there for that statement? I pause f.:>r a reply 
which 1 do not expect to receive. 

, i picked up a country exchange that came in the morning 
mail, and after reading and admiring several paragraphs copied 
from FR~ETHOUGHT without credit, my eye rested on the follow· 
ing: 

"THE 'YAY TO MASH \VIDOW5.-There is a right and a wrong 
way to mash widows, an:! as this operation is generally dre~ded, 
the follo\ving metho:! will doubtless be appreciated, as it saves 
both time and labor: Choose a dull day, or at least a time when 
the sun does not shine on the widows, for when the sun shines 
on them it causes them to be dry-streaked. Take a painter's 
brush and dust them inside and out. It is not necessary to em
ploy a hose. as that will soak off the paint. Take warm water 
diluted with ammonia-do not use soap. Wipe dry with a soft 
piece of cotton cloth. Polish with tissue paper or old newspaper, 
and your" -I take it all back. The above he~ding should have 
been read, "The \Yay to \Yash \Vindows." 

I trust that the following letters will serve in a measure to 
cheer Mr. J. H. Rury, under indictment for holding a court in 
contempt:, 

" EUREKA, CAL., Nov. 3, 1889. 
MR. MACDONALD, Dear Sir: I r1 id not see your suggestion that five 

hundred frh:nds of Jam!s ,H. Barry contribute one dollar each to make 
up his fine, but see it m~nti0!1ed in your issue of Oct: 26. I remember 
the circumstances which caused the sqggestion. Since an editor with 
backbone is an extreme rarity, I gladly contribute my dollar, which you 
will find inclosed, hoping that 499 who have the welrare of the human 
race more at heart than the f\!ar of a puppet, will respond likewise. 
Should a smaller number respond, I am willing to double or triple the 
amount. I would rather go to hell on a cork leg than to see an editor 
in distress who has the moral courage to express his opinions and back
bone enough to jump on the hea 1 of a rattlesnake irrespective of conse

in the letter of Mr. Robert Gunther regarding Mr. J. H. Barry's eminent 

quences. Fraternally yours, ROBERT GUNTHER. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 10, 1889. 
DEAR SIR: As t fully concur in the sentiments so forcibly set forth 

public services, I all>o cheerfully contribute herewith one dollar toward 
the fund therein refe:rred to; and if it be necessary I shall send you four 
more, so as to make my subscription $5. 

Mr. Barry's unflmching courage an!l unpurchasable honesty entitle 
him to the respect and supoort of all good citizens irrespective of creed 
or patty. As a factor in the municipal lire: of this city he is invaluable. 
Silence his voice and how the rascals would rejoice! H:! is evidently a 
thorough believer in tlte axiom of Carlyle that" the best gospel of all is 
that no lie lihalllive." D. 

I presume'it is understood with regard to this matter that no 
personal attack is made upon Judge Lawler. What this money 
is subscribed for is to defend the right of the pres.;; to criticise the 
acts of public officials. lfthat right can he exercised only at the 
cost of fine and imprisonment, the guarantees of a free press 
amounl to nothing. I learn that subscriptions for 1\1r. Barry'S 
defense are being generously made. ' , 

Lillian Harman, fellow-citizen of E. C. \Valker, makes this 
sarcastic remark: 

The editors of "E-. C. Walker's Fair Play" arc plealJed to observe 
that George Macdonald frequently writes very entertaining articles for 
S. P. Putnam'S,FREIl:THOUGHT. 

Herein is contained a rebuke to myself for having spoken of 
E. C.Walker's Fair Play without mentioning his associate, the 
fair Lillian. I beg such pardon as my contrition merits, both for 
the offense committed and for the many other offem;es which I 
contemplate committing in the future. It is well for aspiring 
writers to be jealous of the credit belonging to them for ,good 
things done; but it is said that some at J,ength grow weary' of. 
applause, and have but a languid desire even for recognition. 

They learn to freight their little chip of desiccated wood-pulp 
with its printed thought and send it out upon the ocean of human 
indifference~ regardless whether their name be borne with it or 
not, so long as its message gets where it will do some good. By' 
disclaiming responsibility for their arLicles man}' eminent writers 
have kept out of jail, white the publisher served a long and 
laborious term of incarceration. 

BRIEF HIS:rORY OF THil WEEK. 

l\lrs. Sara G. Lake, who recently died in San Francisco, was. 
the widow of a Catholic priest.--An organization. called the 
Church of Humanity was organized in this city last Sunday' 
eveniTlg by Madam Delma Dusanne. Its creed is set fl)rth as 
the Golden Rule. The Church of Humanity will meet Sunday 
evenings in the Alcazar building on O'Farrel street. It appears 
to be a Christian Socialist institution.--Senator Stanford's 
three-year-old filly Sunol trotted a mile over the San Francisco" 
Bay District track last Saturday in 2: lot, beating the b~3t pre-, 
vious record for three-rear-olds.--At the rooms of the state 
board of trade iI~ this city there is an onion raised in San Luis 
Obispo weighing eight pounds, and a ten-pound potato from 
Yreka.--One of the dives in this city which gave an exhibition 
representing Jesus Christ receiving the spirit of a dead child in, 
heaven has been put unaer police surveillance. The second 
person of the trinity was ·represented by a man surrounded by. 
female angels in tights; a doll did duty as the spirit, while the 
chorus sang" The Gates Ajar."--High license has dosed forty 
saloons in Oakland, Cal., since Sept. I.--The Rev. E. T. KinO' 
of Oakland, was in jail last week for bein:; drunk anddis)rderly: 
--\Vashington is a state. The proda.mation admitting her is 
dated Nov. I r.--F. J. Lee, who came to this coast as Sam 
Jones's private secretary, was sentenced at S~cramento last Mon
day to two years' imprisonment for burglary.--Orville A. 
Ross. at one time a Congregational preacher, and during the 
last few years a book peddler, murderea his wife and son last 
Monday near Lockeford, in S~n Joaquin county, and then com
mitted suicide. 

The Anarchists held a quiet celebration in Chicago last Sun
day.--Dave Wambold, one of the original S~n Fr:mcisco 
Minstrels, died in New York Nov. 10, aged 54.--Kate Drexel, 
an heiress of $5.000,000, has entered a Catholic convent at Pitts .. 
burg, Pat All her money goes to the church.--Robert P. 
Porter, superintendent of the census, announces that a p)rtion of 
the statistics gathered will be issued in 1890. and the work com... , 
pleted in 189I.--The Rev. C. Hudson Smith, pastor of the 
Pilgrim Congregational church in Boston, 'yho came to San 
Francisco on a toot last spring, has again diE'appeared, and his 
flock do not know where to look for him.--George Francis 
Train has been released from jail in boston. Judge McKim de... 
cided that Train was not insane enoug-h to be dangerou3 nor 
sane enough to be held for debt.--Montana has been admitted 
into the Union by a presidential proclamation dated Nov. 8.---
The will of Samuel J. Tilden, who left $4,000,000 for educa:..; 
tional purposes, has been broken and the estate goes to his 
nephews and nieces.--There has been a terrific blizzard and 
snow storm jn southern Colorado and northern New Mexico. 
P.1.5senger trains were snowed i,n for three days, and passengers 
and trainmen drew on the express and freight cars for food. 
Some loss of life is reported. ThoU3ands of sheep were starn. 
peded and lost. " 

Peter Jackson. the Austra1i~n negro, defeated. the champiot1 
pugilist of England, one Smith, last Mo.lday morninO'.---The 
Lord Mayor's Show in Lon.don Nov. 9 was witnessed /"'by 2,000,. 
000 people. It was a meriteval pJ.geant, and its antiquities,were, 
guyed by the crowd.--The pope of Rome is so feeble in health 
t?at his phvsicians have f~rbiddeJl him to hold. any more recep. 
tlOnc;.--Tcherm'chewskt, the recently pardoned Sib~rian exile 

, died last week. He was a famous Nihilist. . ' 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Oriiin, Evidences, and early history of Chrbtianity. .$2. 

Judge l\Iaguire's" Ireland and thePope,"a hiitory of papal 
intrigues ag~.inst Irish liberty. Price, 50 centi. 
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THE SHERIFF'S STORY. 

A NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURE, IN' THREE CHAPTERS, ILLUSTRATING 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH IN RESTRAINING CRIME. 

CHAPTER IIL 
Dennis being very desirous that the" ould woman" should be 

informed of his trouble, I told him that I would go out the 
next day, which -r did. When I came in sight of the place. the 
stone chimney was standing solitary and alone. The house . 
was in ashes. 

Near where the door had. been, lay the upper portion of a 
human skeleton, the lower part burnt to a cinder. Near the righ~ 
hand was a hottle, cracked by the heat. In the charred remains 
I recognized all that remained of Mary. Dennis manifested but 
little emotion when I informed him of Mary's fate, but asked if 
I had found anything among the ruins. I told him I had made 
no search. He said the" ould woman" had a few silver spoons 
and some trinkets in a trunk by the window. I caused the re
mains to be buried by the coroner, and during the week rode 
out, made a search. among the ashes, and found a large 
lump of metal. It had evidently been a vessel of some kind, but 
was melted out of shape; still some of the chasing was visible, 
which convinced me it was silver and that I had seen it before. 
I took it home and sent it to an assayer in San Francisco. His 
return was, "silver 120 oz., 890 fi~; value $145.00." "My 
one hundred dollars' reward has been a long time delayed," 
said I to myself, "and yet the interest is fair." 

Dennis was indicted by the grand jury, but his trial continued 
until the next term of court. On my return one evening from a 
ride, my jailer informed methat a Catholic priest from San Fran
cisco had called to see Dennis, had expressed a wish to see me, and 
would call the next morning. The jailer said that as he was a 
priest, and a very pleasant, affable old gentleman, he let him go 
with Dennis to his cell, where he remained an hour or more. 
He brought as a present for Dennis a package containing a 
prayer-book, some tobacco, and a pair of slippers. 

_U Was his name Flannigan?" I asked. 
" Yes; do you know him ?" 
"I have heard of him; come with me." It was about the 

time for locking the prisoners in their cells for the night. 
" You had a visitor to-day, I understand," I ·said to Dennis. 
" Yes, Father Flannigan, God bless him; he knew me in the 

old country, heard I was in trouble, and came to see me." 
I found the slippers in Dennis's cell, under his blankets, and, 

unnoticed by him,. put them in my coat pocket, and took them to 
my office. There, with my knife, I ripped out the inner soles; 
underneath one was' a saw; the other contained a thin file. 

Early the following morning, Father Flannigan called upon 
me, and requested a private conversation. His obesity had in
creased considerably since our last interview, but I would have 
known him under any circumstances. His greeting was effusive. 
I closed the door, and placed a chair for him. 

" You are not a Catholic, I presume," he said. 
" No," I replied, " but I. have had opportunities of observing 

the influence the church exerts in restraining crime." 
At this reply the holy father fairly gushed. He expressed de

light to find such intelligence, liberality, such absolute freedom 
from bigotry, assuring me that it would be the sole pleasure :.of 
his life to exert his influence in my, behalf in any political aspb< 
ration I might have. I listened to his fulsome flattery, well 
aware of what would follow. After fairly deluging me with 
blarney, he settled down to business. He said he knew Ryan' 
and his parents in the old country, and having been informed of 
his trouble, considered it his duty to visit him. He said he 
couldn't think it possible that he was guilty of the crime with 
which he was charged; thought it possible that he might have 
been a little wild in his youth, but that his reputation for hon
esty and industry had always been excellent. Pathetically allud
ing to his crippled condition, he implored me to deal leniently 
with him. 

"How did he lose his arm ?" I asked. 
" While working in one of the Eastern cities he was attacked 

by a gang of nagurs, and struck with an ax on his shoulder; the 

joint was injured and he was compelled to suffer amputation," 
he replied. _ 

"I see th~t you have met with some accident," I remarked, 
pointing to the index finger of his right hand. "May I ask how 
that occurred ?" 

" Oh, yes, it was a terrible affair; a gang of robbers broke into 
my residence one night) during my absence in the discharge of 
my sacred duties, and in entering my study on my return home I 
surprised them, just in the act of leaving with their plunder. 
They had taken some silver plate belonging to the church, and 
in my zeal to protect what the good Lord had entrusted to my 
care I rushed upon them and endeavored to effect their capture; 
but there being three stalwart desperadoes, I was overpowered•. 
my finger, as you see, nearly severed by a knife in the hand:; of 
one of them, and I was beaten to insensibility." 

" Would you be able to identify your assailants ?" I asked. 
"Oh, no, it occurred many years ago, and I was so brutally 

beaten, that I don't think I could have recognized them the next 
day."· . 

" You damned black-hearted scoundrel I" said I, rising from 
my chair in my no longer controllable anger; "look at me 1 I 
am the three stalwart desperadoes. I am the man that nearly 
sev~red your finger with my teeth, ~nd well I remember your. 
howls and oaths, while you and your brother Mike, alias Dennis 
Ryan, were beating me to insensibility." 

He turned ashy pale; his jaw dropped until his chin rest~d on 
his chest. 

" Yes, I'll be lenient with both of you," I continued; "your 
crimes would not be expiated if hell's lowest level and hottest 
corner was reserved for you, and eternity multiplied by a million. 
Go and perform one decent act; commit suicide, and save the 
state the expense, and the hangman the unpleasant duty of· 
breaking your brutal neck." 

I opened the door, through which he tottered, pale and 
speechless. ~Iy jailer noticed him as he staggered through the 
hall, and assisted him to the hotel. I learned that he left the 
next morningA'for San Francisco." . 

The following week I saw in a San Francisco paper the fol
lowing item: 

We regret to learn of the death of Rev. Father Flannigan. He was 
found dead in his study, on Tuesday morning. It is supposed that he 
died in a fit of apoplexy. A solemn requiem high mass for the repose of 
his soul will be celebrated at the church of the ·Sacred Heart next 
Sunday. . 

At Ryan's trial, the district attorney seemed· not to manifest 
his usual energy in prosecuting the case, accepting as a juror a 
man against whom I had cautioned him. . The jury failed to 
agree, standing eleven for conviction, and one for acquittal. 

The district attorney was a talented young man, and a candi
date for re-election. He charged me with being unduly preju~ 
diced against Ryan and his nationality, and advised me not to 
be too zealous in the case, as it might offend his friends, and af
fect my chances for re-election, should I again be a candidate.· 
At the second trial a verdict of guilty was rendered, and when 
Dennis was asked by the court if. he had anything to say- why 
sentence should not be pronounced upon him, he arose and 
made a pathetic appeal for merc", stating that perjury had 
been committed by the witnesses for the prosecution; that the 
sheriff-looking around reproachfully at me-appeared to have 
a spite" agin'" him; that he had always been an honest, industri
ous man, asserting with tearful earnestness that he was a victim 
of a plot, but absolutely innocent of the crime of which he had 
been convicted. 

The judge, who was a very kind-hearted man, and a candi
date for re-election, was moved to tears by his pathetic appeal 
and sentenced him to one year's imprisonment. 

While crossing the bay with him j on the way to prison, I seated 
myself beside him and said: . . 

" Dennis, we Yankees have the reputation of being good at 
guessing. Now I want you to tell me if I am right in the guesses 
I am about to make." 

. His countenance expressed wonder, but the expression changed 
as I proceeded. ~ 

" I guess that -after you and your brother, Father Flannigan, 
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caught me in the attempt to recover the silver pitcher you stole 
from. the \Vidow Blank, beaten me nearly, to death, bound and 
dragged me to the cellar, you intended completing your work by 
throwing me in the river; but you got drunk, and when you 
awoke from your drunken sleep and found that I had escaped, 
you traced me to Uncle Pete's; that you murdered him and his 
wife, as you would have murdered me had I remained; and I 
guess that Uncle Pete, in fighting for his life, struck you with his 
hatchet, from the effect of which you lost your arm." 

The power of speech seemed to have deserted him. He gazed 

at me, apparently dazed with horror, without uttering a word. 


On my next visit to the prison a few weeks later, the officials 
informed me that he died a raving maniac. They first suspected 
he was feigning insanity, and watched him. He would throw 
himself a~ainst the walls of his cell, beg~ing piteously that the 
"nagurs" should not be pelmitted to kill him. 

" One more angel," thought 1. A. W. POOLE. 

GIORDANO BRUNO.* 

THOSE WHO OBJECT TO THE MONUMENT JUSTIFY THE MURDER. 

'The night of the Middle Ages lasted for a thousand years. 
The first star that enriched the horizon of !.his universal gloom 
was Giordano Bruno. He was the herald of the dawn. 

He was born in 1550, was educated for a 'priest, became a 
Dominican friar. At last his reason revolted against the doctrine 
of transubstantiation. He could not believe that the entire 
trinity was in a wafer, or in a swallow of wine. He could no~ 
believe that.a man could devour the Creator of the universe by 
eating a piece of bread. This led him to investigate other dog
mas of the Catholic church, and, in every direction, he found the 
same contradictions and impossibilities supported, not bv reason, 
but hy faith.. • 

Those who love their enemies threatened his life. He was 
obliged to flee from his native land, and he became a vao-abond 
in nearly every nation of Europe. He declared that he::>fought 
not what priests believed, but what they pretended to believe. 
He was driven from his native country because of his astrono
mical opinions. He had lost confidence in the Bible as a scien
tific work. He was in danger because he had discovered a truth. 

lIe fled. to England. He gave some lectures at Oxford. He 
found that institution controlled by-the priests. He found that 
they' were teaching nothing of importance-only the impossible 
and hurtful. He called Oxford "the Widow of true learning." 
There were in England, at that time, two men who knew more 
than the rest of the world. Shakespeare was then alive. 

Bruno was driven from England. He was regarded as a dan
gerous man,-he had opinions, he inquired after reasons, he 
expressed confidence in facts. I Ie fled to France. He was not 
allowed to remain in that country. He discussed things-that 
was enough. The Church said, "Move on." He went to Ger-' 
many. He was not a believer-he was an investigator. The 
Germans wanted believers. They regarded the whole Christian 
system as settled; they wanted witnesses; they wanted men who 
would assert. So he was driven from Germany. 

- He returned at last to his native .land. He found himself 
without friends, because he had been true, not only to himself, 
but to the human' race. But the world was false to him because 
he refused to-crucify the Christ of his own soul between the two 
thieves of hypocrisy and bigotry. He was arrested for teacching 
that there are other worlds than this; that many of the stars are 
suns, around which other worlds revolve; that Nature did not 
exhaust all her energies on this grain of sand called the earth. 
He believed in a plurality of worlds, in the rotation of this, in 
the heliocentric theory. For these crimes, and for these alone, 
he was imprisoned for six years. He was kept in solitary con

. finement. He was allowed no books, no friends, no visitors. 
He was denied pen and paper. In the darkness, in the loneli
ness, he had time to examine the great questions of origin, of 
existence, of destiny. He put to the test whac is called the good
ness of God. He found that he could neither depend upon man 

. nor upon any deity. At last the Inquisition demanded him. He 

,"From the Freethinkers' Magazine. 

wJ.s tried, conJcmncd, excommunicated, and sentenced to be 
burned. 

According to Professor Draper, he believed that this world is 
animated by an intelligent soul-the cause of forms, but not of 
matter; that it lives in all thing:;, even in such as seem not to 
live; that everything is ready to become organized; that matter 
is the mother of forms, and then their grave; that matter and the 
soul of things, together, constitute God. He was a Pantheist--':' 
that is to say, an Atheist. He was a lover of nature-a reaction· 
from the asceticism of the church. He loved the fields, the·· 
woods, the streams. He said to his brother-priests: Come out 
of your cells, out of your dungeons; come into the air and light. 
T~row away your beads and your crosses; gather flowers; mingle 
with your fellow-men; have wives and children; scatter the seeds 
of joy; throwaway the thorns and nettles of your creeds; enjoy 
the perpetual miracle of Life. 

On the seventeenth of February,. in the year of grace 1600, by , 
the triumphant bea~t, the Church of Rome, this philosopher, this 
great and splendid man, was burned. He was offered his liberty 
if he would recant. There was no God to be offended by his 
recantation, and yet, as an apostle of what he believed to be the 
truth, he refused this offer. To those who pls:led the sentence 
upon him he said: "It is with greater fear that ye pass this sen
tence upon me than I receive it." This man, greater than any 
naturalist of his day, grander than the martyr of any religion, 
died willingly in fiefense l'of what he believed to be the sacred 
truth. He was great enough to know that real religion will not 
destroy the joy of life on earth; great enough to know that in
vestigation is not a crime-that the really useful is not hidden in 
the mysteries of faith. He knew that the Jewish records were 
below the level of the Greek and Roman myths; that there is no 
such thing as special providence; that prayer is useless; that lib
erty and necessity are the same, and that good and evil are but 
relative. 

He was. the first real martyr-neither frightened by perdition, 
nor bribed by heaven. He was the first of all the world who 
died for truth without expectation of reward. He did not antici
pate a crown of glory. His imagination had not peopled the 
heavens with angels waiting for his soul. He had not been 
promised an eternity of joy if he stood firm, nor had he been 
threatened with the fires of hell if he recanted. He expected as 
his reward an eternal nothing. Death was to him an everlasting 
end-nothing beyond but a sleep without a dream, a night with
out a star, without a dawn-nothing but extinclion, blank, utter 
and eternal. No crown, no palm, no " Well done, good and 
faithful servant," no shout of welcome, no song of praise, no 
smile of God, no kiss of Christ, no mansion in the fair skies
not even a grave within the earth-nothing but ashes, wind-blown 
and priest-scattered, mixed with the earth and trampled beneath 
the feet of men and beasts. 

The murder of this man will never be completely and per
fectlyavenged until from. Rome shall be swept every vestige of 
priest and pope, until over the shapeless ruin of 81. Peter's, the 
crumbled Vatican and the fallen cross, shall rise another monu
ment to Bruno-the thinker, philosopher, philanthropist, pan
theist, and martyr. . R. G. INGERSOLL. 

A REMARKABLE SERMON. 

. The present industrial system was arraigned and adjudged· 
faulty in a sermon by the Re\T. J. A. Cruzan at the Third Con
gregational church of San Francisco last Sundav night. The· 
subject was "Our American Barons and Their Serfs," and the 
discourse was the first of a series of three on the" Present Social 
and Industrial Condition" of the country. A large audience·· 
heard the sermon, in the course of which, as reported by the' 
Chronicle, the Rev. Mr. Cruzan said in theory that the Amei'i-" 
cans were intensely democratic, but that there was a class who 
had all the power of the old barons without any of their virtues.· 
Many men in this country named the governor of their state a.s.· 
they would their clerk, and chose United States senators as they: 
do employes. Their will in the legislatures W3.S as the will or
the czar among his creatures. The currents of the time were 
sweeping us back; the development of the industrial system 
tended to make masters and slaves. The Pennsylvania coal' 
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baron voted his miners, the railrmdmagnate voted hh "han:ls," 
the big farmer voted his men, and they perpetuated their bond
age by their ballots. The dependent class was free in m.me, but 
in reality they were serfs. Pauperism was growing more p~eva
lent in the older cities.' The black man before the war was 
cared for by his master when old age overtook him. The poor 
~an to-day had only the almshouse to look forward to. The 
wage slavpry of to-day was therefore worse than that slavery that 
existed before the war. The condition" among the poor were 
very bad. In New York they were crowded worse than in Pe
king, and the blood of the, speaker boiled when he thought of 
the mariner in which his fellow man was enslaved. There would 
be a great struggle in the future. The industrial and wage sy'~~ 
,tern would have to be changed. 

"The great change is coming," he cried; "hear it, men qf 
m.illions, in your castles. having in your hands the destinies of 
your fellow men; hear it, ye miners working for 70 cents a day. 
The change is coming; peaceable means, we hope, but by some 
means. Will not one French revolution suffice, or must there 
be two? There will be two, if needed; ,there will be twenty, if 
needed; there will be just as many as are needed." 

ROME IN AMERICA. 

"From the immigrants neither national patriotism nor a sense of civic 
duty can as yet he expectecl; the pity is that thev have been allowed 
civic ·power. Political opinions they can hardly be said to possess, ror 
they have not had time to learn to know the institutions of their new 
country. Such of them as are Roman Catholics are ready to stand by 
whatever party may obtain the favor, or be ready to serve the interests 
of their church."-Prof. James Bryce, M. P, The American Common
w'ealth, vol. iiL, p. 72. 

'The plea that onlool~ers sometimes see more of the game 
than the players must be my excuse for uttering a word of warn
ing to our American friends on the growth of the Gltholic 
church in their country. On aliY question of party poEtics or 
personal rivalries it might be impertinent to offer an opinion. 
Eyery country has its own difficulties with which it is itself fittest 
to deal. On such important questions as Mormonism, the C~i
nese immigrants, negro illiteracy and superstition. laws of mar
riage and divorce, our views, though definite, would be expressed 
to Americans with some reserve. But in the case of the Roman 
Catholic church in America we are dealing with a great religion, 
whose principles are clearly defined, have often been manifested 
in history, and He in blank opposition to those principles upon 
which the constitution of the great Republic of the West has 
been founded. No sincere admirer of the Republic can regard 
with unconcern the growth within her midst of an enemy, who, 
'if strong enough, must inevitably destroy her, nor should the 
proverbial sensitiveness of our Transatlantic friends prevent us 
from asking them not to disregard with apathetic indifference 
the lessons gained by the experience of older countries. The 
danger may not be imminent. That is but the more reason for 
looking at it i~ time. A few figures will show that it is grow
ing. , 

In 1776 the total population of the United States was 3,000,
000 and the Roman Catholic population, 2,500, or I-I 20th. In 
1800, total population, 5,300,000, Catholic 100,000, or I-C:3rd. 
In 1830, population had increased to I lOoo.ooo. Catholic, 000,
000, or 1-21. In 1876 with 40,000,000 the Catholics were 6. soq,..;. 
000, or I-6th. and now thev claim a: population of over seven' 
millions. In 1840 they had hut 18 bishops. they now have 85. 
Increase of population and emigration is everywhere encouraged 
by'the Catholic priests with a view of overwhelming bv sheer 
force of numbers, the heretics, who restrain their population. 
and America is the great dumping-ground of what must, with 
all deference, be considered the scum of Europe. * 

In 1883 there were, according to the official report, 6,546 
fully ordained Romanist priests in the United States, but the 
seminaries at Blltimore. Milwaukee, Woodstock, Cincinnati. etc., 
are turning them out so fast that the number must now approach 

* Mr~ Dexter A. Hawkins of the New York bar gives figures showing 
that a chiltl trained hy Catholics is three and a half times as likely to 
become a pauper, and more! than three ,and a quarter times as likely to 
get into jail as a child trained in the free public American schools. 

8,000. There are also in Europe, American colleges at Rome 
and at Louvain for the purp05e of preparing cln:lidates for the' 
United States. l\1any are alsc> sent from the Missionary College 
of All Hallows, Drumcondra, Ireland. All these are virtually 
an army of occupation under orders from Rome and owning al
legiance, by no means to the land of their residence, but to the, 
pope at Rome. , . 

Tile United States is considered not as a Christian but as a 
heathen land to be missionized. Hence the whole of the affairs 
of the Catholic church are legally conducted at Rome through 
the Con~reg.ttion De Propaf?a'1da Fide. No pl.rishe3 have been 
canonically instituted as in Can:lda and Mexico, and consequent-' 
ly there are, save in few instances, no parish priests properlv so
called. rhe priests are ordained sub titulo missionzs, and are 
bound in obedience only to the bishops, who, in their turn, are 

. bound to Rome. They are citizens of the American republic in 
no other sense than that they dwell there in order to propagate 
their master's power. ' To this end they use without scruple the 
Roman Catholic vote. 

Now the Roman Catholic voter is a factor in politics, which 
those who most dislike him cannot afford to leave out of account. 
He is a power to be courted and dreaded. His name is Legion .. 
He votes en masse, and his vote can never be surely counted on 
until Sunday mass before the election, when the word is passed 
round "so and so is the man"--under penalty of spiritual cen
sures. The man, of course, is the only one who has privately 
engaged to procure the largest subvention for the institutions of 
the church. Wherever the Catholic vote is a power there is po
litical corruption. When the Tweed ring in New York was ex
posed, its managers were politely invited to subscribe to the 
Catholic cathedraL The invitation brought. nearly $zoo.ooo, 
and, to the astonishment of good citizens. T\veed was, despite 
his exposure, re-elected to the state senate. The city con
tractors under Tweed received double prices from the public 
treasury for their work; but before they secured a contract they 
were invited to subscribe large 'sums to Roman Catholic institu:-' 
tions and did so. The condition of the Catholic vote is always 
the same. Aid to the church; grants of real estate and donations 
from the public funds to its schools ana charities, many of which 
have been instituted with the express purpose of subs erving the 
interests of the church under the pretexts of benevolence. In 
New York alone, in one year, the Roman Catholic church ob
tained more than $400,000 or £80.000 from the public 
treasury, and throughout New England (which might now as ap:
propria:ely be called New Ireland) the same practice of virtually 
establishing and endowing a sect extensively prevails. . 

The continual acquisition of real estate by the church, or in
deed by any corporation, is a serious matter. Priests having no 
heirs among whom to divide the wealth, often gained by threat
ening the aged and sick with the terrors of the next world.* it 
accumulates in a rate altogether disproportionate with that of the 
rest of the community. All the old countries,have experienced 
this. In England before the stringent statutes of mortmain, the 
church had got possession of one-third of the property of the 
kingdom, and Blackstone. says that but for these statutes ecclesi
astical corporations would have engulfed the whole real estate 
of the country. Once allow a church' the right to acquire, hold, 
and use property without taxation and without limit,. and resort 
must finally' he had to confiscation to preserve something for the 
people. The Catholic countries. Italy, Spain, and Mexico, have 
found this, and have been forced in their need to fall back upon 
the stores accumulated by their black armies of non-producing 
priests, monks, and nuns. 

An equally serious matter iq the recognition of sects in the 
matter of public education, and the division of the public funds 
among sectarian schools. To this end all the efforts of the Cath
olic authorities in America are now being directed. The motto 
of the repuillic has been Free Religion, a Free State, and Free. 
Schools. Break down the last and the former will soon folIO\v: 

, * The instructions given in the secret manual of the Jesuits, are to be' 
on the watch for aged people of large estates who have no children; or 
if they have children, then to excite prejudice against them, and obtain' 
wills, if possible, givinl! their estates to the institutions of the church. , 
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Here again America should heed the experience of Europe. 
Wherever the Catholic church has had the power it has permitted 
no schools to exist, and allowed no' one to teach unless approved 
by ecclesiastical au horities. Indeed in all thin~s it places ec
clesiastical laws above ch'il ones. and anathematize~ all who say 
the state has any authority over the church. On the all-impor
tant question of marriage it declares that no true union c:m be 
contracted without the participation of the church. Civil law 
holds it bigamv for a man to have two wives. The church holds 
that if the first' wife is not a Catholic, and the first marriage not 
performed by the church, there has been nl) true marria~e. anj 
consequently no true bigamy. The first allegiance of the Cath
olic must ever be paid to his church. His duties as a citizen 
have a secondary and wholly subordinate position, as inferior 
indeed a5 man is supposed to be to God. It is just because 
Catholicism is the most consistent in its pretensions that it is the 
most dangerous of religions. 

The church of Rome in America is, inrleed. an imp~rium in 
imperio. Difference of religious belief holds the Catholics to
gether and makes them retain a body of separate opinion able to 
resist the solvent power of its American environment. The proof 
is in the Catholic journals which, for instance, when recently the 
American Legation at Rome in~ervened to prevent the sale of 
the American Colle~e by the Italian government, boasted that 
Signor Crispi had been ordered to halt under threat of war, and 
declared that the concession was but a prelude to a crusade which 
would restore the pope his temporal power. 

Our friends in the United States should note what the Jesuits 
have been doin~ in Canada. The recent act. by which four hun
dred thousand dollars have been paid out of the public funds to 
the Society of Jesus, is as Professor Goldwin Smith points out in 
the current num ber of Macmillan's Magazine, but one of a series 
of steps having for their object the establi5hment of the Catholic 
church, with the pope as the recognized head. The act, indeed, 
by s~bmitting the settlement to the pope for sanction, formally 
recognizes his authority in Canadian legislation, and no govern
ment is strong enough to exercise its veto against this innovation. 
Protestants and Freethinkers are divided or apathetic. but the 
church, which knows what it wants, can, barring its illiterates, 
show its power at the polls to the very last man. 

I have called this a note of warning. It is not one of fear. 
America has the strength of youth. Let it but heed the experi
ence of age, and it will soon grapple with and overthrow the 
power' that threatens to nullify its grand experiment of a self
governing people.-J. M. Wheeler in the London Freethinker. 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION OP THE.!A. S."U. 

ARTICLE I. The name of this association shall be the American 
Secular Union. 

ARTICLE I I. The general object of this association shall be to 
secure the total separation of church and state, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuine moraUtv in politics, and free
dom, virtue, and brotherhood be est~blished, protect:!d, and 
perpetuated. 

ARTICLE III. As means for the accomplishment of this purpose 
the specific work of this society shall be to advocate: 

(I) The equitable· taxation of church property in common with 
other property. 

(2) The total discontinuance of religious instruction and wor
ship in the public schools, and especially the reading of any 
Bible. 

(3) The repeal of all laws enforcing the observance of Sunday 
as a religious institution, rather than an economic one, justified 
by phy~iological and other secular reasons. 

(4) The <;essatiDn of all appropriations of the public funds for 
educational and charitable institutions of a sectarian character. 

(5) The abolition of ecclesiastical chaplaincies paid out of the 
public tre9.sury. ' 

.( 6) The discontinuance of the practice of the appointment by 
the presidentof the United States and the governors of the several 
states,and other civil public officers, of religious festivals and 
fasls. ' 

(7) The substitution of a solemn affirmation under the pains 

and penalties of perjury in the courts ~nd in all other departments 
of the government, in place of the common forms of a judicial oath: 

(8) .The defense through the courts of any American citizen 
whose equal religious and political rights are denied. or who ~s 
oppressed on account of any opinions he may have held or ex
pr':!ssed on the subject of religion. 

(9) The promulgation by all peaceable and orderly means'of 
the great principLs of religious liberty and equal right~, devotio~ 
to truth for its own sake, and universal brotherhood on the 
ground of a common humanity; to secure the state from the 
encroachments of the church, and to foster the development of 
intelligence and morality, which cons:itute the all-sufficient basis 
of Secular government. 

ARTICLE IV. The American Secular Union i~ strict.1}' unsec
tarian and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but will use 
any and all honorable means to secure its objects as above stated. 
It is not either publicly or privarely committed to the advance
ment of any sys~em of religious belief or disbelief, but honestly 
\velcomes all persons of whatever faith or party to its rnem ber
ship on the basis of "no union of church and state." The word 
secular is here used in the broldest sense, as apolied to the state, 
and not to any system of religion or philosophy. 

ARTICLE V. Any person who shall pay $1 into the treasury 
shall be entitled to a certificate, signed by the President and Sec
retary, as an annul.I mem ber of the American Secular Union, 
and shall be entitled to a vote in all meetings of the society, pro
viding they shall have been members for three months immedi
diately preceding, and if the Congress shall so permit by a two'
thirds vote. Any person who shall pay $25 or more into the 
treasury at once shall be entitled to a similar certificate, and shall 
have a vote without reg,ud to the date of mem b~rship. All life 
members of the National Lib:!ral League. fnrmed in 1876, shall 
be life members of the American Secular Union. . 

ARTICLE VI. The annual Congress of the American Secular 
Union shall be held at such time and place and with such ses:
sions as the Board of Directors may announce, and public n otke 
of, the Congress shall be given at least one month previous. 
Other conventions of the Union may be held at such place and 
time as the Board of Directors shall appoint. 

ARTICLE VII. The officers of the Americ~n Secular Union 
shall be a President, four Vice-Presidents. a Corresponding Sec
retary, and a Treasurer, who together shall constitute a Board of 
Directors and shall hold their office one vear or until others are 
elected. Four of these seven officers, on due notice to the whole, 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of hminess. The·· 
President, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer shall consti 
tute an Executive Committee, to act under authority of thl 
Board. One or more Field Secretaries, Lecturers, or Organ
izers may be appointed by the Directors t ) promote the general 
objects of the Union. Men and women shall be equally eligible 
to these offices. 

ARTICLE VIII. The PresideItt shall preside at the public meet:. 
ings of the association and at the meeting'S of the Board of Di
rectors and the Executive Committee, and shall have the general 
direction and supervislOn of all business, under authority of the 
Board. . ' 

ARTICLE IX. The Corresponding Secretary's duty shall be td 
keep the records and complete lists of life and annual members-; 
and al:so full minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors 
and. of the Executive Committee. prepare and transmit to the 
newspapers of the country items of interest relating to the work 
of state secularization, keep a full list of auxiliarv societies. and 
conduct such correspondence. under direction of the Presidentl 
as usually pertains to such office, and shall make a condemed 
annual report to the society of the husines,> of the vear. His or 
her salary and the location of the office sh3.l1 be settled by the' 
Board of Di rectors. . 

ARTICLE X. The Treasurer shall receive and hold all funds' of. 
the Union subject to orders duly drawn by the Secretary an'd 
countersigned bv the President. He shall report the state. of the 
finances of the Union at every Annual Congress, and oftenec.if 
required by the B:)ard of D.irectors or Executive Committee; 
and upon the election of a successor he shall deliver to him all: 
the property of the Union that he may hold. 

http:oftenec.if
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ARTICLE XI. The Board of Directors herein provided shall be, 
intrusted with the direction and management of the affairs of the 
society, and shall make a condensed report of their doings to the 
Annual Congress. All appropriations from the treasury outside..~ 
of fixed charges and ordinary expenses shall be by vote of the 
Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE XII. The Executive Committee shall have authority, 
as often as they receive a written application signed by twenty or 
more persons and accompa~ied by $10 (o,r ten persons accom
panied by $5) to issue a charter for the formation of a local aux
iliary Union; and the committee in their discretion in special 
cases may issue a charter on application signed by ten or more 

the dead bury their dead. What is that to thee? Follow thou 
. me." They,not onl} believed these things, but acted :n accord-,,. 
ance with' them; and, as a consequence, all the relations of life 
were denied or avoided, and their obligations disregarded. Mar-: 
riage was discouraged. It was regarded as only one degree. 
above open and unbridled vice, and was allowed only in consid-·, 
eration of human weakness. It was thought far better not to ' 
marry-that it was something grander for a man to love Goj , 
than to love woman. The exceedingly godly, the really spiritual, .' 
believed in celibacy, and held the opposite sex ina kini of pious 
abhorrence. And yet, with that inconsistency so characteristic 
of theologians, marriage was held to be a sacrament. The priest, 

names unaccompanied by the money in advance, but promised, said to the man who married:
6 

"Remember th3.t you are caught· 
in the future. Auxiliary societies should adopt constitutions" 
substantially similar to this constitution, but adapted to local 
wants. Local auxiliaries shall be absolutely independent in the 
administration of their affairs. The effect of their charters shall 
be simply to unite them in cordial fellowship and t'fficient co
operation of the freest' kind with the American Secular Union 
and other local Unions. Neither shall the national society be, 
responsible for the acts or utterances of local auxiliaries. 

ARTICLE XIII. Every local auxiliary society organized in ac
cordance with the provisions of this constitution shall be entitled 
to send its President and Secretary and three other members as 
delegates to the Annual Congress, who shall have the right to 
speak and vote. 

ARTICLE XIV. Amendments to this constitution may be made 
at any Annual Congress of the American Seculer Union by a 
three-fourths vote of the qualified members present. But no 
amendment shall be made unless the proposed alteration shall 
have been published one month previous to the meeting. 

IS DIVORCE WRONG 1* 

BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Question (I). Do you believe in the principle of divorce under any 

circumstances? 
The world for the most part is ruled by the tomb, and the 

living are tyrannized over by the dead. Old ideas, long after the 
conditions under which they were produced have passed away, 
often persist in surviving. Many are disposed to worship the 
ancient-to follow the old paths, without inquiring where they 
lead, and without knowing exactly where they wish to go them
selves. 

Opinions on the subject of divorce have been for the most part 
inherited from the early Christians. They have come down to 

, us through theological and priestly channels. The early Chris
tians believed that the world was about to be destroyed. or that it 
was to be purified by fire; that aU the wicked were to perish, and 
that the good were to be caught up in the air to meet their Lord 
-to remain there. in all probability, until the earth was prepared 
as a habitation for the blessed. With this thought or belief in 
their minds, the things of this world were of comparatively no 
importance. The man who built larger barns in which to store 
his grain was regarded as a foolish farmer, who had forgotten, in 
his greed for gain, the value of his own soul. They regarded 
prosperous people as the children of Mammon, and the unfor- . 
tunate, the wretched and diseased, as the favorites ofGod. They 
dh;couraged all worldly pursuits, except the soliciting of. alms. 
There was no time to marry or to be given in marriage; no time 
to build homes and have families. All their thoughts were 
centered upon the heaven they expected to inherit. Business, 
love, all secular things, fell into disrepute. 

Nothing is said in the Testament about the families of the 
Apostles; nothing of family life, of the sacredness of home; 
nothing about the necessity of education, the improvement and 

_ development of the mind. These things were forgotten, for the 
reason that nothing, in the presence of the expected' event, was 
considered of any importance, except to be ready when the Son 
of Man should come .. Such was the feeling, that rewards were 
offered by Christ himself to those who would desert tieir wives 
and children. Human love was spoken of with contempt. "Let 

*From the North American Review. 

for life. This door opens but once. Before thi3 den of matri
mony the tracks are all one way." This was in the nature of a 
punishment for having married. The theologian felt that the, 
contract of marriage, if not contrary to God's command, was at . 
least contrary to his advice, and that the married ought to suffer 
in some way, as a matter of justice. The fact that there could' 
be no divorce, that a mistake could not be corrected, was held 
up as a warning. At every wedding-feast this skeleton stretched 
its fleshless finger towards bride and groom. . 

Nearly all intelligent people have given up the idea that the' 
world is about to come to an end. They do not now believe that. 
prosperity is a certain sign of wickedness, or that poverty an::! 
wret~hedness are .sure certificates of virtue. They are hardly 
convmced that DIves should have been sent to hell simply for 
being rich, or that Lazarus was entitled to eternal joy on account 
of his poverty. We now know that prosperous people may be 
good, and that unfortunate people may be bad. We have 
reached the conclusion that the practice of virtue tends in the· 
direction of prosperity, and that a violation of the conditions of 
well-being brings, with absolute certainty, wretchedness and' 
misfortune. . 

There was a time when it was believed that the sin of an in-' , 
dividual was visited upon the tribe, the community, or the nation 
to which he belonged. It was then thought that if· a man or, : 
woman had.made a. vow to G.od, and ha~ failed to keep th~ 
vow, God mIght pumsh the entlre commumtv; therefore it was 
the b?siness of the community to see to it thai the vmy was kept.. 
That Idea has been abandoned. As we progress, the riCThts of 
the individual are perceived, and we are now beginning dhnlv to 
discern that there are no rights higher than the rights or'the 
individual. There was a time when nearly all believed in the' 
reforming power of punishment-in the beneficence of brute-~ 
force. But the world is changing. It was at one time thouCTht 
t?at the Inqui~ition was the savi~r.of society; that the pe!se~u
tIOn .of the phIlosopher was reqUISIte to the preservation of the 
state, and that, no' ~atter what happened, the state should be' 
preserved. We have now more light. And standing upon this '" 
lumi~ous point that yve call the present, let me answer your 
questIons. ' 

Marriage is the most important, the most sacred, contract:' 
that human beings can make. No' matter whether we call it a 
contract, or a sacrament, or both, it remains precisely the same .. 
And no matter whether this contract is entered into in the pres- . 
ence of magistrate or priest, it is exactly the same. A true mar- ' , 
riage is a natural concord and agreement of souls, a harmom' in ., 
which discord is not even imagined; it is a mingling so perfect', 
that only one seems to exist; all other considerations are lost; 
~he,present seems to be eternal. In this supreme moment there 
IS no shadow-or the shadow is as luminous as light. And when 

.	two beings thus love, thus unite, this is the true marriage of soul 
and soul. That which is said before the altar, or minister or 
m~istrate, or in the plesence of witnesses, is only the out\;ard , 
eVI~enceof tha.t which has already happened within; it simply 
testIfies to a umon that has already taken place-to the uniting 
of two mornings that hope to reach the night together. Each 
has found the ideal; the man has found the one woman of all ' 
the world-the impersonation of affection, purity, passion, love, 
beauty, and grace; and the woman has found the one man of aU 
the world, her ideal, and all that she knows of romance, of art 
courage, heroism, honesty, is realized in him. The idea of con~. 

: tract is lost. Duty and obligation are instantly changed into de
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sire and joy, and two lives, like uniting streams, flow on as one. Watts, son of our Secular lecturer, and the present number con
Nothing can add to the sacredness of this marriage, to the obli- tains thirteen contributions, two of which are poems with Greek 
gation and duty of each to each. There is nothing in the cere- titles. Mrs. E. Lynn Linton contributes an article on "The 
mony except the desire on the part of the man and woman that Comforts of Agnosticism;" \V. Stewart Ross, a poem on "Above," 
the whole world should know that they are really married and and other able writers make the Annual one of the best pub-
that their souls have been united. lished. Price 25 cents. W. Stewart & Co., 41 Farringdon st., .. 

Every marriage, for a thousand reasons, should be public, London, E. C. 
should be recorded, should be known; but, above all, to the end We feel like encouraging the new enterprise called the" Op-' 
that the purity of the union should appear. These ceremonies timistic Library,," No. I of which has just reached us. The' 
are not only for the good and for the protection of the married, publication is a neat pamphlet of 48 pages called "Optimism; 
but also for the protection of their children, and of society as or, The Bright Side of Life," by Aurelius. We do not know 
well. But, after all. the marriage r"emains a contract of the who Aurelius is, as since our old friend Marcus died we have 
highest possible character-a contract in which each gives and .l'ot had an acquaintance of that .. name, but he has written a 
receh'es a heart. hopeful and helpful work, and deserves to triumph over the 

The question then arises, Should this marriage, under any cir- croakers. Address the Bright Side Pub. Co., 362 'V. Madison. 
cumstances, be dissolved? It is easy to understand the position Ch' III . I .. st., lcago, '.
taken by the various churc es; h but back 0 f theo oglca I OpInIOnS 
is the question of contract. J. P. Mendum has issued a splendid memorial volume to hiR 

.In this contract of marriage, the man agrees--to protect and life-time associate, Horace Seaver, editor of the Boston Investi
cherish his wife. Suppose that he refuses to protect; that he· gator. The volume has 104 pages printed in 'large type upon 
abuses, assaults, and tramples upon the woman he wed. \Vhat elegant paper. It contains a portrait of Mr. Seaver, a preface 
is her redress? Is s.he under any obligation to him? He has: by J. P. Mendum, a biography, an account of the funeral ser
violated the contract. He has failed to protect, and, in addition, vices, including Colonel Ingersoll's eulogy, an estimate of Horace 
he has assaulted her like a wild beast. Is she under any obli- Seaver's work by L. K. Washburn, tributes of the press, and let
gation to him? Is she bound by the contract he has broken? ters of sympathy. It is sold at one dollar per volume, and could .
If so, what is the consideration for this obligation? Must she not have cost less. 
live with him for his sake? or, if she leaves him to preserve her 
life, must she, remain his wife for his sake? No intelligent man A work written by Mr. Wm. Hart and published by the Truth 
.will answer these questions in the affirmative. Seeker Company with the title "The Candle from Under the 

If, then, she is not bound to remain his wife for the husband's Bushel," asks thirteen hundred and six questions which the 
sake, is she bound to remain his wife because the marriage was clergy are called upon to explain. The questions are somewhat 
a sacrament? Is there any obligation on the part of the wife to similar to those propounded by D. M. Bennett in his" Interrog
remain with the brutal husband for the sake of God? Can her atories to Jehovah," and the clergy are as silent as their God 
conduct affect in any way the happiness of an infinite being? Is concerning them. We should be glad to stop the press to ins~rt 
it possible for a human being to increase or diminish the well- the announcement that one of them had been satisfactorily all-
being of the Infinite? swered. (Pp~ 205, price 50 cents.) 

(To be Continud.) 
The, Dign~ty of Death. 

LITERARY. Here lies a common man .. His horny hands, 
Crossed meekly as a. maid's upon his breast, 

G. W. Foote, editor of the London Freethinker, is making it Show marks of toil, and by his general dress 
lively for Madam Blavatsky in England. He calls her the new You judge him to have been an artisan. 

Doubtless, could all his life be written out, Cagliostro, and has published an open letter addressed to her, in The story would not thrill nor start a tear;
which the claims of Theosophy are subjected to close scrutiny, He worked, laughed, loved, and suffered in his time, 
and shown to have no foundation except in Madam Blavatsky's And now rests peacefully, with upturned face 
unsupported assertions. Whose look belies all strugg1e in the past.. 

A homely tale; yet, trust me, I have seen
Two pamphlets have been received from Moses Harman, The greatest of the earth go stately by,

Vallev Falls, Kan. They are entitled "The Kansas Fight for While shouting multitudes beset the way, 
Free Press," being the four articles for printing which Messrs. With less of awe. The gap between a king 

And me, a nameless gazer in the crowd, Harman and Walker were indicted;· and" The Voice of Labor, 
Seemed not so wide as that which stretche::: now a Speech by David Overmeyer at Topeka on Labor Day." The Betwixt us two, this dead one and myself.

price, presumably, is ten cents each. Untitled, dumb, and deedless, yet he is 
Transfigured by a touch from out the skies

The. Marquis of Queensberry is best known in this country Until he wears, with all unconscious grace,
through certain by-laws governing pugilistic contests, known as The strange and sudden Dignity of Death. 
Marquis of Queensberry rules. But it seems he is familiar with - -Richard E. Burton in November Scribner. 
the rules of versification as well as the foregoing, and a poem 
entitled "The Spirit of Matterhorn" just published by Watts & '. North Yamhill LeotUTes. 
Co. of London is a performance which no man, even though a Ttl tlze Editors of Frutlzouglzt:
marquis, need be ashamed to sign his name to. (Pp. 30, limp. I have been waiting for some abler pen than mine to report the late
cluth covers, 50 cents.) . lectures of S. P. Putnam and Mrs. Krekel, but all have been silent. 

The curious subject of" Hypnotism," better known as mes When Mr. Putnam visited our little town, the rain was descending . 

merism, is treated by Fredrik Bjornstrom, M.D., in No. 113 of copiously, so much that all did not come that otherwise would have come. 
the Humboldt· Librarv. The work contains a historical retro Mr. Putnam handled in a clear and concise manner the subjects of each 
spect of the subject, with chapters on the means and methods of evening, at times rising into almost sublime eloquence, and closed with 
hypnotizing,. physical effects of hypnotism, hypnotism as a rem poetical effusions. The R~v. James Campbell, V. D. M., was not here 
edial agent, etc. Dr. Bjornstrom holds that the ancient classical as before to defend the cause of Christianity vs. Infidelity; perhaps it 
dictum, "Investigate, but do not experiment," applies to this was well that he did not, for he could not vanquish the Infidel. I think the 
subject. The pamphlet costs 30 cents, and may be obtained at reverend gentleman has learned by experience that Freethinkers have 
this office. built upon facts and demonstration, and are not easily defeated. Mr. 

The Agnostic Annual for 1 890 is out early, having been on Clow, of HillsbolO, has proved conclusively how he has shown the 

the market for the past month. This Annual is not an almanac, white feather. 

but a magazine issuing once a year. It is edited by Charles A. Mrs. Krekellectured here on the 24th and 25th of October. She is a 
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clear and logical speak!r, and holds her audi!nce as it were spell-b)und 
to th~ close, and one feels to regret that the lecture did not last longer.~ 
Her lectures are constructive and her words ought not to wound the 
feelings of any, not even of the church member. 

The Liberals of this pla::~ will b~ glal to hear these.l~cturers as of
ten"as possible; but I, for one, protest against a certain kind of lectures, 
in which a 10\'1 kind of wit an:! ribaldry prevails; which, in fact, are 
made up in greater part of such m:l.tter. We are glad that we have on 
the rostrum.. but few of this kind of lectures. Oar cause is a grand, no
ble, serious one, and too much ribaldry degra~es it. S.)metimes a little 
wit is proper in its place. 

Allow me to introiuce to your manv readers and those wishing lectures· 
the name of our friend, Prof. G~o. H. D~\Ves, late of Wiscon,in. The;" 
professor is able and a useful worker, an honor to the cause, an earnest 
writer and lecturer, a student and laborer in life's vineyard. That 
which he does, he believes in doin~ well. H! is original and progreso 
sive. Progress is his watchword. With him the future is to be the golden 
age. Yours for U. M. L., G. R. HIGGINS. 

North Yamhill, Oregon. 

The Texas Sunday Law. 

1" th~ Editors of Freetnought: 
Noticing your editorial on the Georgia statutes, I would like to give 

yo:! a s~mple of the T<!x:as SUIl:lay law, and will quote from the Sher
man Daily Democrat of the 23d ult.: . 

•, 'nethey" Detherirlge, who was arrest~d yesterday for selling wine on 
Sunday, was fined in Ju.lge Hinkl.!'s court this morning, his fine and 
costs amounting to $B.9::>. Detheridge is a farmer and makes home· 
made wine. A few Sm lays since, a n;!ighb:Jr cam~ to his house an.! 
wanted a bottle of wine for r:ledical purposes. Detheridge sold it to him, 
and shortly afterwards this neighb.)r was summoned b!fore the grancl 
jury,. where he told of the circum:itanc? An indictment was found and 
upon this the warrant was issued. 

TI~is is the way the "m'!ek and lowly" do business in Texas. How 
strange it is that the grand jury so h~ppened to call on D.!theridge's 
neigh,bolr? _ Now, if this is not legal robbery, what would you call it? 

Sherman, Texas. Yours truly, LOUIS C. GILMORE. 

Money Talks. 

My valued friend Macdonald. 
For fear you may complain, 

1 send you my subscription 
To make us square again. 

Likewise an extra fifty cents; 
We think 'twould greatly please us 

To read the wit of Putnam on 
Bob Ingersoll and Jesus. 

I will not waste your precious time 
With my poetic spouting, 

But close my letter now, and let 
The dollars do tIle shouting. 

Bite's Cove, Cal. FRED GARDNER. 

The Terry C.:lse Continued. 
To tht Editors of Pnethought: 

You have a letter in your late issue f~om A. Schell, in vindication of 
his first letter, and in reply: to mine, on the Terry case. Mr. Schen, in 

form or the d.!bate, and go to work in earnest, on l~gal and scientific. 
principles. 

His letter is all assertion, claptrap, and mere supposition, away from the 
facts. 

It is true that Terry went to the trap. So does the poor fish. 
True that Terry was abolish:!d; 'but not true that he. or the United 

Sta·es courts had to be so. . 
The facts of this case, the propositions that form the c~allenge. are 

yet undenied and unquestioned; and are opened Cor fair debate with any 
competent.person:

1st. That Sarah Althea Hill came to Calirornia, young, beautiful' 
amiable, in good circumstances and unimpeached virtue. . 

2d. That' if she is chang~d in temper or manners, it is in conse. 
quence of the diabolical treatment of Sharon, his friends, attorneys and 
U. S. judges. 

3d. That she went to live with Sharon as his wife, under .a contract 
of marriage, as held by Judge Sullivan; and only questioned by the State 
Supreme Court, on a fine point, that leaves no imputation on her, or on 
the judge who decided in her favor. 

4th. That she simply sue:! him to have that m:uriage declared, as 
the law directs, as any woman has a right to do. 

5th • That at ons~ Sharon raised a storm of wrath against her, and 
with all that money can do sought her destruction. Murder was at. 
tempted; police, courts, grand jury were sub . .,rned to persecute her 
and her counsel. There was no dependence on the facts and the law; 
but only one vile effort to defeat justice • 

6th. That the United States courts, consisting of Jnd!{es Field, S~w. 
yer, Hoffman, D.!ady, and Sabin, usurp~cl jurisdiction in the case, under 
false pretenses, behaved indecently all through the trial, and made a 
finding uncalled for in the complaint, unsupported by the ~vidence, un. 
necessary to the conclusH:IO, and a scandalous imputation on her charac
ter as a woman, to wit, that she was a depraved and abandoned woman. 

7th• That Judge Terry who had married her, and espoused her cause, 
han good reason· to b.! indignant at their conJuct, and to resent it in any 
manner he mIght see fit. ' 

8th. That he never intimated more than an attempt to provoke them 
to satisfaction, as the code of honor prescribes; and dil no act to indicate 
anyfhing further. 

9th. That they laid a trap for him, hire:! a reaiy-handed homicide, 
disguised him for his purpose, lured Terry to the trap, permitted him 
to give a pretext, and slew him on the instant. 

loth. N ;!agle was not there to guard the judge from murder. There 
was none intended by Terry. 

I Ith. Neagle was not there to prevent a slap or an insult. H ~ did 
not do it, or attempt to do it. He was there to watch the trap, let Terry 
nibble at the bait, and then kill him on the instant. And that is 
murder. 

12th. The State Court had original and actual jurisdiction of the
case, and the assumption by Judge Sawyer was neither lawful, sensible, 
nor conducive to the dignity and honor of our government. 

If any competent or respectable person thinks proper to deny anyone 
of these propositions, and will arrange for debate, there will be no hesi.· 
tation on our side. 

It i:i admitted freely that Judge Terry's conduct was imprUdent and 
reprehensible in the highest degree Had he be.!n met by ~n officer ap. 
pointed to guard the judge, who was taken by surprise, and kn:w not 
Terry's intent, but killed him trying· to prevent the slap. or insult, or 

his letter, reminds me much of the preacher's usual and easy method-\jeven his approach to the person of Field; it would have beenjustifiable. 
withsd-calied Infilds. H! attacks a few sUe remarks of no moment, 
deno'ullces the scurrilous unbeliever in goo:! round terms, recites his 
cre~d,~utters a crow of triumph, then washes his hands of the whole sub. 
ject.hy declaring that he will listen to no reply, and say no more. 

He says he pleases to accept the challenge, and in the next line de. 
elares off, and crawls into his hole to keep our of danger. . 

That is not the sort of discussion Freethought calls for. It is not the' 
kind' we deem useful, or would accept, or waste our time with. A wat: 

B.1t offi.:ers of the law are to prevent crim~, ani not to lay plans to 
murder. 

T.le T .!rrys had no plan, no concert of action, no fixed deliberate. 
purpose, an.! so Cailel in all. N!agle anl FielJ had all ofth!m~ma1ice, 
d~1ib!r:\tion, elCact weaponi, precise tim.!, and full effl!ct, and th.!y suc. 
ceeded and did murder. 

Mr. S.:hell m:lteriaUzes several statem:!nts abo:!t what the T!rrys in~ 
ten;l!d that could have only come from the" spirits." Judge Sawyer 

of words about "~nimus" or "apple cores" is not to our mind. The. has prevente:! all hearing of the testimony on that side. 

game is too small. We staled facts. and propositions to be ~ffirmed or It i:i confilently hoped that the national Supreme C')urt will so ar.· 

deni~d.· -We expected th~m to be put in issue. We expect an opponent rang! that a full knowlelge of th! case may be laid before the whole 

to s~.e~ify wh~ch he denies; and go to the pith of the matt7r, propose h~ . co~ntry: . Let us see \vho are right. fl .. L.KNIGHr. 
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The Poet's Parewell.=;:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:= 1 
A system of easily-comprehended rules and 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

in the most perfect manner. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts. 

and Tailor 
systems. It is 

adapted to the mod
ern requirements of dress, 

and is used and indorsed _by 
- the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old 
methods as the steam car is to the stage. 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liheral disc.ount, for 
a short time. \Vrite for particulars if yuu are 
at all interested in matlers or househoM econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

Send 2S cents with bust and waist measure 
and numb:;:r or inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
direclions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. c&?To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, anll straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 504 Kearny s~. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

S. -Po T A Y LOR & CO., 
M::mufOlcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, Aews, Hard1lJar~, Wrapping 

PAPER· BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 


W.M. HINTON & CO. 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 


536 CLi\Y STREET, 
Below 1\ront:;:omery. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY -HARRY HOOVER. 


Spowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws~ either _Human or 


c'Divine." 

Price, I ° cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 r.ents. Address this office. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chap.ers in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bihle is a divine book or pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies j'n Theology. A dear exposition of the 
biblical :.tory 01 man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "lh~ falL" Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that non~ of the 
passages or SCTlplUre claimed to predict the 
coming of Chrbt has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTN AM & .MACDON ALD. 

It was characteristic of Sir Edwin to turn 
his face toward the East when standing by 
the Golden Gate and bid his hosts of friends 
good-night in the fo\lowing lines, which he 
has sent to the Herald for publication: 

A FAREWELL. 
America! at this thy Golden Gate, 

New-traveled fro .•. thy green Atlantic coves, 
Parting-I make my reverence! It beh09ves 

With backward steps to quit a queen in state. 
Land! of all lands most fair and free and great

or countless kindred lips, wherefrom I heard 
Sweet speech of Shakt"speare-keep it consecrate 

For noble uses! Land of Freedom's bird, 
Fearlt"ss and proud! So let him soar that 

stirred 
By generous joy, all men can Jearn of thee 

A larger life; and Europe, undeterred 
By ancient wrecks, dare also to be free 
Body and soul-seeing thine eagle gaze 
Undazzled upon Freedom's sun, full -blaze!

-Ec1win Arnold in the New York Herald. 
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 17, 1889. 

Trying the Other Sort. 

"Young man," said the bank president 
to an applicant for employment, "do you 
smoke?" 

"Yes, sir." 

"Chew?" 

h Yes, sir!' 
"Swear ?" 
"Under adequate provocation." 
" Play poker (" . 
"Yes. sir; quietly among friends." 
" Drink?" 
" Occasionally_" 
" Bet on horse races?" 
"When I get a good tip." 
The president scratched his head and 

looked thoughtful. After a pause he said: 
"Young man, you just turn in and try 

your hand at being cashier of this bank for 
awhile," 

THE story is told in a religious paper of 
a parish clerk who went to his minister 
with a proposal to improve a famous coup
let of Dr. \Vatts: 

o may my heart in tune be found 
Like David's harp of solemn sound. 

"Now," said he, "that was all very well 
once, perhaps, but the harp is an antiquated 
instrument, unfamiliar to our people. Any
way, we don't use it and we do have a 
violin in the choir. Besides,' heart' and 
• harp' sound too much alike. So I think 
it would be more life-like and appropriate 
to line it out like this: 

o may my heart be tuned within 
Like David's solemn .violin. 

"Yes," said the p~tor, "that is a good 
idea, but I can make it still better. You 
know that the violin is more - familiarly 
known to our pe?ple by another name; 
so, to render the hnes thoroughly realistic 
and bring the~ ri~ht home to everybody, 
suppose we try It tIns way: 

o may my heart go diddle-diddle, 
Like good old David's sacred fiddle." 

"Bible Contradictions," 15 cents. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." ·' 
--A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND :MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societ;es,. 
For Schools and the Home. 

COlltPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I-'rice ........ - ..•••.............$1.50-' 
Address orders to 

L. K. 	\VASHBURN, 
Revere, Mas~.· 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California: . 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street ~ 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATEt 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union. 
-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0: 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, SO cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

H karat Gold Scarl P~n_ ....... _••.•.• _._ ........ ~ ._ ... 4 0' 
11) lift _at GoM. sma 1 size Badge Pm _..... _........ .. . 2 0 
l4 karat G"lti. smaltsize Ba(l!ttl Pin ...... _.. _.-.... .- .. 275 ' 
14 kara~ G.)lcl, 8111a11 size Baug_e PJu with Dia.mond, $5, 6 00 _' 
10 karat Gold, Larlte Hadge I-m.. . ................... 3 00 
a karat Gold. Large Batlge Pin . .. _. . ........... ~..... {OO -· 
10 karat Go1<l. tilllall ChalID {for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat GJld, Sma I Charlll {fur watch challlf .. ...... - 4 ' 50 _" 
III klnat. Gold, Large Charm {for watch chain __ • •••• 5 bO _ 
14 karat Goltl. Large Charm (for watch chai ... :. __ ._ -600 ' 
Ii ka.rat Guld, Lar~e Charm .. .. Diamond~ 14 00 

*This Is a full-bodie,l rllamond. Fi.-t 80 that Ii ~iiy 1>8 . 
cleaned from the reve,ge side and never lose its brilliancy. .: 

Beut to aDY address, srel'ahl. and jtuarauteed WI repre-
ented or mnn·~U~NIXA1' :dit\cboNALD. -, - , ' 
04 -Kearu:y Street, Sail Francisco. Cat 

· - . _ . 1icJO_.:IS fJavor-toali drinks,cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, rtnd '··.-Wuod's .Rhubarb-_-8-11 im. part a d.eregulate the bo\V_~ls.~Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood, 323Edd~ 
street, San FranCISco, Cal. 	 . -Dr	 I ers· 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHE~ AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality ~nd price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written. guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.--'-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12~50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $]9.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 

dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II , 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting. 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50.; IS jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED" OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
:f-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do.,.hulltllig, $33; do·., Louis XIV. style; $35; in 

. speci31 artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; inl4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, . 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth. $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S.'!nt subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full·line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNIJRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-.plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles .30 

14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .5 0 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ,70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field G1asses, $5 to 15,00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. .• 

·Send me your -watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, .$1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N.B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other c~lumn of this paper. 

WANTTO K ow 
AU 4bout ow human bodr,mhetJW&.tmddUeau. nature'. creUf"nH'tIW. 
How Life iI~U4ted,heoUhmGLftlGined,clu ·nclu~4.deathdd41f~ 
How to maTTy remr 0tDn maU. MUi trannntttDeaUA o/lwa-UA to~tll 
Bead the JAW' popuUJr, eomprua.ennN and fUif'" book treaUAg tI} 

MEDIC.lL, SOCUL AXD SEIU.AL SCIENCE. 
which Dr. ED<1on declares to be "pncelesa In value, n&w, startllDg
and very Inll lroctlve." The InteEt e<llUon 1s more complete and val
nable than ever, having been re-WTuten In important pa.rts. It con
ta1DB AN .u>l'BNDlX or great procUcal uUllty made up of 

OVER:OO a OUPTION REaPE8 
I' r Ac te 4 me NUS C9- to Aftit8. 4 6 • 
• c mpl6te tabl! 01 P01SODS ant1 dotes (ll'Om "uwor
tu ea). U\1l8tT8teddirections rOl' the dro . (prepared
toJ' Health :SOard!'), and hygienic rules for re or 1Dlan ; alSo 

o IGIN OP I.IFE A.ND DEVELOPMENT IIAN, 

tracing tbe embryo from conceptIOn, through a11a to birth, 


1I1ru1trate Y Over 2 cauUful {)olored LI , 

o n tine plate po per. lIucb a are to be found onl11O hlgb prtced.lm

ported medical worts; ond to illustrate the aDatomy, aDd relaUve 

po it1o~ Qf Important pa eacb book Is also embel\1sbed with 

TBBEJl:EI,F.G-'NT r n 0110 .l T8ofY1T~OIlQAN • 


Address MlU'l'81 Blll PablJahlDg Vo•• 129 , 28" 81., I. I. 

Men,Women, and Gods.. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 

. . . Development of the Canon. By Bronson C 
G.lngenoll. Price, ~o cents. Keeler. Price, So cents. • 

NEW BOOKS:: 
Any of the following works may be ordered 

through this office, and will b~ sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price•. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul CanIS. Price, $1.00• 

. " The book is of most excellent spirit and great·
ability."-Public Opinion. 

•• Dr. Cams with an ingenious and artistic hand 
unites the rival.theories of the Idealists and Real
ists."-Wattss Literary Guide. 

.. Dr. Cams expounds the principles of Monism 
in a most able manner, and with so little technical 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow. him 
with pleasure."-Secular Thought, Toronto. 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 

A Study-in Experimpntal Psychology. By Alfred 
Billet. Price, 75 cents. 

"The essays constitute a powerful and masterly 
argument, thoroughly supported by observed facts." 
-New York Tribune. 
THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 
. THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By F. Max 
il-Iiiller. Price, '75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the Science of Language."
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, 

IS cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel
opment of the idea of God in Luman thought and 
.history. 

"An effort to purify our idea of God."-Lite
rary World, London. 

.. The writer defines God as .. The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with milch 
solid argument."-Watts's Literary Guide, London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be
. tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 

10 cents. 
" In the controversy both sides are fairly rep

resented and some new ideas advanced which 
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mind."-Elite News, Chicago. 

A REGULAR EDUOATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

I 	 LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in his 
specialty) as his ~ractire will 
surely prove. l'he Doctor 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men 811Ch as seminal 
wea~nes8. impotency, &c_, re
~ultlDg from inde.scretiou and 
Ignor.ance of youth. 1'hose who 
are aIlmg should send ten (10 
cents for his book, "Private 
Oounsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

. The. book is worth many
times Its cost, Bnd should be 
r~ad by the young for instruc

. • tlOn and the afflicted for relief. 
All CommUnicatIons Strictly Confidential 

Plain Envelopes used. The bonk spoken of sent S~aled 
~ddress, DIt. It. p. F~LLOvrS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
i::>ay Where you saw thiS AdvertIsement. . 

[From th~ Washington National View.]
D~. Felluws, of Vmeland. New Jersey offers his valuabl 

se!""ICes to I;'l! those. i~ .need· Of a. kind, sympathetic an3 
skillf~l. phYSICian. ~lDllhar advertisements from unreliabl 
practitIOners have been assailed and exposed by the r e 
?ut•.Dr. Fel1<?ws, a specialbt. in hIS line. stands for~m~:i 
III hl;S profeSSIOn. and the encomiums showered UPon h' 
publicly as well as in private. are flattering evidence 1m 
t?e high ap\lreciation and ,?oilt:ide~ce hiS long and consc?eO~ 
tlOUS devotIOn to hIS speCIaltieS 10 hii! profession.ha n. 
justly merited for bim, and it ii! safe to trust him. ve 10 

A Teloithnollial. 
WEST LJ.~ERTY. 0., Aug: 12,1888.

DR. R. P. FELLOWS-Dear SIr: The remooYJou t
!s working like a cbarm. I am completely surprise the '!:: 
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been USing it one weel 
a)1d that weaknesss, (semma.l weakness) is coming out an 
right. Yours resi-ectfully, J. A. 

RElIIARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundred f 
testilllonials received from all parts of the United Sta: 0 
fro~ yuu~g. middl .. ·aged and e~derly men. suffering fr;; 
vanOllS klDds of sexual complamts, but who ale now cu d 
by my External Application, the greatest of aU knore 
remedies for this class of di~ease.s. A s I a ... an out and- w~ 
Lib.eraI I trust the Freet~nkers of t~e Lanu will give ':e 
thel.r patrona.ge, and no. waste theIr time and moneYbD 
Ohristill11 doctons. UDR. Ft:Ll.OWS. 

http:patrona.ge
http:LEGAL.LY
http:prtced.lm
http:MEDIC.lL
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa 
BY A CAPITALIST • 

. . A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

lis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor anu vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
~unal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the' future Republic of North America, as it will 
b.! when s9ciety shall be organized on the princi. 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly wlilten. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 • 

.Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

-GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An E.:tjJose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificcn· 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AhiERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, I 0 cents, Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. . 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Add ress 

PUTNAlII & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $1.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar,"-Voltaire. 

iz mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

·"THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A D~8Cu88lon between .G1adsto'le, Huxley, MuIle;, LiutOl. 
BeVille on the Con.llict between GentSia anu Geol ...... 
h'M:e,·60 ccuY. - 

THE LATEST ·Fi-\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS POR...............•.•.•..•......................... .... $25.CO 

DRESS SUITS POR ........................................................ 35.eO 
PANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C:s::a.S. FW. ::a"OR..G-:LVJ:.A.N" • 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIFTH STREET 101

PltCIPIC Cl\RRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

()LIV'ER 1[INCKI.lf.Y SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Butter B~ 


Telephone 1950. 


:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

\1ade to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
raper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK_ CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLAHK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Culture a 

Specialty. 


Have at Tht-ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled bnd DelivE'red on Short Notice. 
Speoial Attention ·Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orohards 
and VlDeyards. 

Addresill 

. CLARK BROS., 
P. U. Box 0. Scm Jacinto, Cal. 

lX.c.:;1\fl:::,.J::SUl"(.U ~ W U.lXh..~. 

F'alse•Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document It is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects con~irlered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and ~Jor
ality; Criminal ,:,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-sl~very 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement: the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and tllt! Re
publio. Cl 

=athers of the Republic. Paine, Wa~hington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; \Vars of lonquest nnd 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance allu 
Persecution; Injustice to WomanjUnkinducss 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, fl. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the SaLbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Chris:ian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbat\l; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abro~ation of Sun'\ay 
,. ..,,.. f\' r .. ~AC' It" , 

"' WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The .Fa'ae Teachings of tbe Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The .Catholic Church and the Public Schools 
Pnce, 5 cents. 

Was Jesus Insanel Price, 10 cents. .. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST -PUBLISHED. 

THE GLO~Y $

~ OF IqFIDELITY 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM.' 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's · "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down t6 us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth," J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
---.:..a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 1.0 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S FRED LUGE,VVORKS'j 8. 
The~rGods. Pare.r,.50 cents; c1o,~lt, $,~. In fh'e House &Fre"eD Pa-Inter

lectures, compnslIlg: "The lious, "Hum. t. 

boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Inuividuality," 

and "Heretics and Heresies·"CALe} M} N} NG. 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25· 1.1.3 Eddy street, San Francisco. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 

Woman, and Child," "Toe DeclaratlOn of In

dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

u'l he Grant Banquet," "The H.ev. Alexander 
 The Open Court. 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
 A WeeklyJournal of Reverent Freetbougbt. 

soll." 
Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 


Some Mistakes of ~Mos.a. Paper, So cents; 
 Ethics, and Religion. 

\!loth, $1 25. ,.. f.) 
 Subscription/or tWe/Vi months, $2.00. 

rnterviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain --Specimen Copies free on application.-
cloth, $1 25. THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO.,

What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
169-175 L~ Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.

Cl'!flt61. 
P. O. Drawer F.The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 


Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. WM. W. NOBLE,
$1 per dozen, pOitpaid. ~ 

Ingersoll Catechised: His' Answers to • Num

- ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. 
 l\1erchant, Tailor! 

tor of the Sail Francisco". 5 cents, 50 cents 

per dozen; 25 copies, $1; loa copies, $3. 
 72228TOOKTON ST. 

Bet. Pacific and Broadway. Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks 

of the New York Ubunur. By Robert G. 
 DREse surrs A SPECI...-1LTY. 
Ingersoll. Price; 15 cents. Kearny and Montgomery St. Cars pass by. 


A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 

5 cents. 
 Temperance and Prohibition, 

Addrea8 on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size BY G. H. STOCKHAM, M.D••
OClavo, paper, 10 cents. :;ets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 

Ingersoll's Ll'cturea Complete. Bound in one to force in settling the liquor question. 

volume, containing over 1,300 pages. SS. 
 Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. Address this office 

PUTNAM'S "WORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was made 
by an :lortist hand, guided by a poet soul. It it 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance~ Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly . thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-R..I1IJ
"I G. Ing"soll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new Ameri"can story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth. $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; bree:r:y from first page to last with 
the livni spirit of to.day."-Y"hn Swintoll's 
PC/AM'. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like: 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet-" 
-Btllgarius. ,. 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is tald 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. u_TIu Ullivtrse, 
San Fra,zcisco. _ 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. }'rice, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. FI/flle's Healill 
Afonlhly•. 

Ingersoll -and Jesus. A Poem. Price, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related,<=> It is well worth readin~."-Bolt#" 
In'Ustill'atlW_ 

PrOn";lIIC4l~. A Poem. Price, $1. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo
tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. IImry 
W. Bellows. 0 ~ 

Gottlieb: His Life· or, Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Earth, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work oC which I confess myselC 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. I have never read 
anything so exquiiitely beautiful and good ia 
all mv life before."- EI",i"a _DrQu SImi". 

FAIR PLAY 
- IS A wEEKLY-


SOCIOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 

Published at VALLEY FALLS, KANSAS, by 

E. C. WALKER and LILLIAN HARMAN. 
FAIR PLAY ad vocates the Se lfhood of all 
women and men. One QC its specialties is the 
sex problem, and another the related one of in· 
dustrial and financial liberty. It aims to excel 
in the clear, forcible, and fitting enunciation of 
pressing truths. Its Publishers want you-thous. 
ands of YOIl-to become subscribers. But you 
do not wish to invest at first Seventy.Five cents 
for one Year or Forty Cents for Six munths, yet 
you can easily spare a dime and that is not 
much to rlsk? Very well, send us 

TEN CENTS FOR SIX WEEKS/ 
A Pioneer is one who opens a way whereoth.. 

ers mav fo1Jow. and we hope that PIONEER. 
SUB~CRIPTION to FAIR PLAY wiII be fo1.. 
lowed by others', ami bv your regular subscrip. 
tion. WALKER & HARMAN, 

.yalley Falls, I<ans~s. 

http:Pare.r,.50
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

Up to date ,the San Francisco Nationalist Club is a marked 
success. The weather was rainy on Monday evening and there 
was lightning in the ~ky, but its seventh public reception at 
Union Square Hall was all enthusiastic affair. Every seat was 
occupied. The platform was profusely decorated with flowers, 
and the whole scene was a most animating one. The Nationalist 
Club is committed to woman's rights, and it has exercised its 
prerogative in the selection of Mrs. Addie Ballou for president, 
and it could not have chosen for the position a better representa- . 
tative of this bright and forward movement. She has the happy 
faculty of keeping the current of the meeting in the right direc
tion, and can herself speak the eloquent word when the occasion 
requires. 

The vocal solo by Miss Evangeline Ballou was exquisite, and 
received an enthusiastic recall. The piano accompaniment was 
by MIss Kate Hildebrant. This charming melody of voice and 
irJstrument was a beautiful introduction to a lecture by the Rev. 
J .. A. Cruzan, pastor of the Third Congregational Church of San 
Francisco. I expected a rather dull discourse and many refer
ences to the deity; and that the main remedy' for labor troubles 

. was prayer, and faith in Jesus. I was thoroughly disappointed, 
and delighted from beginning to end with this manly discourse. 
Mr. Cruzan-I don't like to call him Rev. Mr. Cruzan-is a most 
attractive spe~ker. He is master of his subject, and holds the 
deepest attention of his audience, and at the close he was greeted 
with round after round of applause, which he fully deserved. 
His subject was" Our American Barons and their Serfs." This 
will be published in full in the next number of FREETHOUGHT. 
It deals with facts and figures-with what is. The conditions of 
society which it presents do most certainly demand the thoughtful 
consideration of every man and 'yoman who has a particle of 
love for humanity. It is seldom that a clergyman deals so hon
estly with the'real case at issue. Mr. Cruzan is a student and a 
thinker. He does not indulge in platitudes. He goes to the 
heart of the matter and talks good sense. The first chance I get 
I shall go to hear him preach, for I wonder how such a clear
headed man can deliver himself in the mystical realms of the

, 
ology. There wasn't a particle of theology in his lecture. It 
was absolutely scientific and humanitarian. If Mr. Cruzan rep
resents any large element in the church, then the church has a 
chance for redemption. . 

I found that Mr. Cruzan and myself were almost theological 
chums. He graduated from the Chicago Theological Seminary 
in 1871, and I graduated in 1868. We were under the same 
teachers-Professor Bartlett, now president of Dartmouth College, 
and Professor Haven-:-;men, in their spirit and work, as far apart 
as the poles. Bartlett is a kind of modern John Calvin. A more 
sternly bigoted mind I never met. I admired his intellect, but I 
think the wh91e Spanish Inquisition is packed in his obdurate 
theology. Professor ~aven was a kind of modern Spinoza, a 
deeply comprehensive man, and one of the sweetest and noblest 
philosophers of the, age. It was a privilege to listen to his genial 
and profound lectures. He was many-sided in his criticisms, 
and just to all modes of thought. I expect it was his delightful 
method of imparting theology that kept me for a year or two in 
the orthodox church. 'Mr. Cruzan expressed the difference be
tween Bartlett and Haven when he said that if Bartlett affirmed 
anything he made up his mind not to believe it unless he had to, 
but if Haven affirmed anything he was ready to believe it if it 
wer(possible to do so. Mr. Cruzan wondered how it was that 
I got out so far, and I equally wondered how he stayed in. So 
we are both objects of wonder to each other, but comrades nev
ertheless, and we can shake hands without any "bloody chas'm" 
between. I want every reader of FREETHOUGHT to peruse this 
sensible and admirable discourse. Let us look these facts in the 
face and realize that something must be done. 

Often in my travels I have crossed and re-crossed the path
way of the famous singer, James G. Clark, but until this recep
tion I have not had a chance to hear him. I don't wonder peo
ple like to listen to his sweet and pathetic songs. He touches 
the chords of hope and aspiration. The fount of feeling glitters 
as the soft melody of his voice flows on. He was assisted by 
Captain Corbett in singing the song "When You and I were 
Soldier Boys Together." He also sang 

'Tis coming up the steep of time, 

And this old world is growing brighter," 


And "Star of my Soul," ~is own latest and unpublished song. 
He was greeted with the rapturous plaud~ts of the audience, and 
he and Mr. Cruzan. also received an ovation of flowers. The 
orator and the poet were worthy of these floral tributes. 

Mr. John Gore is of renowned ancestry. His father was first 
vice-president of the anti-sla\fery society of which Garrison was 
president, and a price was set upon his head. He gave half 
his fortune to help redeem the slave. Mr. Gore is a pleasant 
man, a typical Bostonian, a business man evidently, and clothed 
with unimpeachable broadcloth, but the heart of man was beneath 
it, that which binds the world together, and his geperous s~nti:' 
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ments were received by the audience with every mark of 
approval. 

Burnette G. Haskell is unique. I never saw his like before. I 
really don't know what to make of him. He is a first-class 
scolder and he does this with such delightful vim that the 
scoldee'S remain and applaud him to the echo. He is an effect
ive talker, a kind of bundle of electricity. As the urchins might 
s·ay, "He is as smart as chain lightning." If he is a rogue, as 
some people say, he is the most iritense rogue I ever saw. He 
is aman of feeling from the word go, and he makes others feel 
too. . He stirs the blood. As to the soundness of his judgment, 
r am not quite so sure, but for the time I was quite carried away 
,~ith his nervous oratory. He has large plans. He will revolu
tionize San Francisco. The Nationalist Club will carry the next 
election, and water and lights and car-travel and beef and butter 
and bread will be furnished· to every citizen at cost. A daring 
dream, but I don't think there is anything in earth or heaven 
but what Haskell would dare to undertake. 

Mrs. Ballou closed with a few appropriaj:.e words. She said that 
women were now .going into politics, and as they are used to 
brushes and broQrns they will certainly make a." clean sweep" 
of it. 

There was then about half an hour's sociable, and the audi
ence. gradually adjourned. 

I do not know what to think about the Nationalist Club. As 
an impulse, an agitation, it is certainly a splendid thing. These 
iarge crowds are inspiring. They show the "deep and sweeping 
thoughts" that are in the hearts of all the people. It is a "Iiising 
wave," as Burnette Haskell said, all over the land, but is it any
thing more than a wave? Is Bellamy's book any~hing more than 
Ii picture? Is it philosophy, is it science? It may be a religion, 
but religion of any kind will never save humanity. It must be 
knowledge and practical wisdom. 

I, however, hail the advent of these clubs as a sign of hope, of 
progress. The meeting of Monday evening was simply exhilar
ating. One could not so much criticise as enjoy. It is pleasant 
amidst music and flowers and happy faces and earnest hearts to 
dream of man's mighty future. Certainly we could not endure 
the hard toil of to-day, the bitter disappointments, the burden, 
without these brilliant movements of joyous enthusiasm, these 
hours of generous comradeship, where whatever differences of 
thought or method there may be the :5ame bright. ideal fl·oats 
before. us, the paradise of the future. Call it God, nature, hu
manity, religion, what you will, it is the throb of universal feel
ing that dignifies and enlightens the struggle of existence. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

MISS EVA INGERSOLL, eldest daughter of Col. Robert G. Inger
soll, was married November 13, to Walston Hill Brown, head of 
the banking firm of W. H. Brown and Bros: The wedding oc
cur~ed at Colonel Ingersoll's residence in New York and was a 
quiet affair, only a few friends being invited. The ceremony 
was purely a legal contract and was performed by Judge Barrett 
of the Supreme Court, a life-long friend of Colonel Ingersoll and 
of the bridegroom's family. The p.air started in the afternoon 
f?r a trip to California. 

. A LINE in FREETHOUGHT last week stated .that Mrs. Lake, who 
recently died in this city, was the widow of a Catholic priest. 
Later information has it that Mrs. Lake has not lived in San 
Francisco,. and has not died, but on the contrary is lecturing on' 
Spiritualism. She is known as Mrs. H. S. Lake. 

THE London Freethinker says- that Christians' have actually 
prayed for the recovery of Bradlaugh's health. At Nortliampton 
the Rev. R~ B. Hull prayed for the sick Atheist in the parish 
cnurch, and the same proceeding occurred in several of the 
Nonconformist chapels. One Father Ignatius, with whom Mr. 
Bradlaugh·once debated in the Hall of Science, closed an eight
days' mission in the Kensington town hall by entreating Jehovah. 
to restore the health of the Atheist~ M~: Bradtaugh has long es-· 
poused the cause of India, where his sickness was heard ofwith. 
profound s~rrow,and a telegram from Simla stated that" uni-' 
versal prayer" was being made in.his behalf. Mr.. Bradlaugh's 
recovery will doubtless be claimed by the believers as a result of 
these petitions to the throne of grace. The fact that providence 
should spare the Atheist Bradlaugh· and allow a professed Chris
tian like the late President Garfield to die beneath the bullet of 
an assassin, will not faze them in the least. They will merely 
remark that God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to per
form, and then proceed as before. 

A SLEIGHT-OF-HAND performer in this city issued the following 
challenge last week:' 

"I hereby challenge John Slater, the so-called spirit mediuJ'b, that I 
will reproduce any of his manifestations on the Orpheum Theatre 
stage on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday evenings, November J5th, 16th 
and 17th, or at Woodward's Gardens on Saturday and Sund~.y after
noons, November 16th and 17th, in broad daylight, for any sum he may 
desire. . ALEX. HUME." 

John Slater is the mediumistic wonder who performs at the 
Metropolitan Temple. Mr. Hume kept his promise the other 
evening by duplicating the slate-writing, materializing, and other 
phenomena of mediums, all which he professed to do by me
chanical means. Slater himself was a member of the com
mittee to watch Hume's tricks. He denounced the performer as 
a fraud, and otherwise created a disturbance upon the stage, until 
a policeman removed Mr. Slater. Medium Slater is accused of 
acting under the influence of other than departed spirits, but the 
timely interference of friends saved him from a night in the 
station house. 

Two years ago George Hutchings, a New Jersey fa'rmer, be~ 
queathed $10,000 to Henry George for the dissemination of his 
doctrines, but the will was contested and set aside bec.lUse the 
court held that the doc:rines of Henry George, if carried o'ut, 
would" cause an upheaval of society and disturb the common 

. lawaI?-d equity which govern the country." George appealed the 
case, and the court of errors reversed the decision, the judge 
holding that the writings are not hostile to religion, to law, or to 
morals, and may be circulated. The decision is just, but the ex
cuse for rendering it is. rather foolish than otherwise. Religion 
should be attacked if untrue, law should be demolished ·when 
unjust, and the morals accepted by many are open to criticism 
t?e same as anything else. 

--~----------------
MRS. ANNIE BESANT, who- was a candidate fo~ membership in 

the London School Board, brought an action for libel against the 
Rev. Hoskyne, rector of a church in Stepney, who; at the time 
of the election, issued a circular in which he asserted that she re
garded chastity as a crime and unbridled sensuality as a virtue. 
The case was tried November 15. The judge summed up 
strongly against the plaiIitiff, and the jury disagreed. Mrs. Be~ 
sant's experience with English co~rts shows that there is no pro::' 
tection to be got from them fala . wamah. brave enough 10 teacH 
unorthodox truths. 
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VIKTOR E. LENNSTRAND, editor of the Swedish paper" Fri
tankaren" (the Freethinker), is in prison for blasphemy, his ap
peal to ,the king having proved fruitless. He was committed 
October 28, on two prosecutions for three months each, and he 
expects sentences on three more accusations, which may term i
nale in three months each, making fifteen months in all. We
learn from the London Freethinker that Mr. Lennstrand is as un
daunted as ever. He lectured on October 27, the day before 
his imprisonment, and will be able to edit the "Fritankaren" 
from his prison. His address is Langholmens, Kronohakte, 
stockholm, where he will be able to receive letters. 

'PRESIDENT HARRISON and Vice-P~esident Morton, and several 
m:embers of the- cabinet, Were present, October 13, at a banquet 
given in honor of the dedication of the new Catholic university 
at Washington. The president's health was drunk standing; 
1\'1r. Blaine was applauded, and then all hands cheered Cardinal 
Gibbons's toast, "The Hierachy of the United States." We 
should have two objections to indorsing a toast of that kind. In 
the first place the United States is not a hierarchy, which is a gov
ernment of the priesthood; and in the second place, if it were a 
hierarchy, a patriotic American should lament instead of rejoic
ing over the fact. 

THE act of Russia in abolishing the transportation of political 
offenders to Siberia shows (provided the report is true which de
clares that system to be abolished) that even monarchy cannot 
always defy public opinion. It is about time barbarous punish
ments, and the governments that inflict them, were replaced by 
something more in consonance with the dictates of humanity. 

THE pernicious idea that labor or any commercial enterprise 

is beneath the dignity of the titled gentry of England has borne 

its legitimate fruit in the abominable practices recently unearthed 

in London. If these noble toughs and exhausted old roues had 

had some honorable empl0yment to engage their time and at

tention, they might have saved their reputations as human beings. 

That" a clergyman who holds a high posit jon" is found among 

them is not at all surprising. 


AFTER a success(ul campaign in Oregon, Mrs. Mattie P. Kre
kel will visit California during the coming winter. She ""ill be 
at the State Convention in January, and will speak throughout 
the state. It is hoped that she will receive many calls to lecture. 
She is an able and· eloquent advocate of Freethought. All Lib
eral friends in California who desire-her services will please ad
dress FREETHOUGHT at once, so that the dates for lectures can be 
arranged without delay. 

MARGARET Fox, one of the originators of mode~n Spiritualism 
at Rochester, N. Y., and who recently declared the phenomena 
to be fraudulent, now recants her confession, and takes it all 
back. She says she wa.c; bribed to expose Spiritualism by several 
clergymen and by some deceptive spirits. Whatever Spiritual
ism may be, there is pretty good evidence that Margaret Fox is 
a fraud or insane. 

THAT is a model revolution which has just resulted in the es
tablishment of the Republic of Brazil. The people did not kill 
the emperor; they simply deposed him with proper expressions 
of regret at losing so estimable a ruler, and in deporting their 
late s~>vercign gave him assurances of their distinguished con
sideration. 

MR. F. C. MENDE, the new treasurer of the American Secular 
Union, is accredited with being a very wealthy man, and sports . 
one of the best turnouts on Fairmo1!-nt avenue. Furthermore, 
he is deeply interested in the affairs of the Secular Union. 

BECAUSE Theresa Kelly was a follower of Dr. McGlynn, the 
Catholic authorities at New York have ordex:ed that her body be 
removed from Calyary Cemetery, where she owned a lot and 
was buried. Not even the dead are safe from the malignity of 
Rome. 

MR. BRADI,AUGH'S recovery is now thought to be assured, and
he is probably on his way to India, where he goes both for a 
rest and to attend the National Congress at Bombay. 

uFREETHOUGHT." 

A PLAN TO INCREASE ITS USEFULNESS. 

The time appears to have arrived for larger work in the way 

of extending the circulation of FREETHOUGHT and Liberal litera

ture in the West. This paper was started January 7, 1888, with 

only sufficient capital to secure its publication for'six weeks. At 

the end of the first year it had more than one thousand iiub

scribers, and it will close the second year with more than two 

thousand. In the mean time we have sold, of our own and 

others' publication, above two thousand dollars' worth of books. 

In all, by means of the paper and books, we have circulated 

nearly ten thousand dollars' worth of Freethought literature.· 

Surely that is something added to the general stream of tendency 

toward Liberalizing the country on matters of religious belief, 

and if we were to stop here we should still regard our two years' 

work in California as a success. 

But we do not inten~ to stop here. There is room and 

promise for greater work, and in order to accomplish that work 

we have proposed the establishment in this city of an Association 

to be known as the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

The object of this Association, as set forth in a Circular Letter 

which we have addressed to a large number of our subscribers, 

shall be to control and to secure the continued publication of 

FREETHOUGHT, and to establish in connection therewith, upon 

one of the principal streets of this city, a first-class Bookstore 

where all kinds of books shall be kept for sale, and especially 

books of a Freethought, Reform, and Scientific character. 

The enterprise has many advantages, and there are many 

reasons why it should be inaugurated and why it should succeed. 

First. There is no Liberal or Scientific publishing house on 

the Pacific Slope. 

Second. There is no bookstore on this coast where a full line 

of Liberal and Scientific works are kept on sale, and the demand 

for these works is not supplied. 

TMrd. The bookstore could be maintained in connection 

with the paper at a very slight increase of expense, while the 

receipts of the general business would easily be doubled. 

Four/h. The paper and the book business would be co-oper-

ative; that is, the paper would introduce the books to its readers I 
I 
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while· the store would call the attention of many to the paper 

and the Liberal movement. 

··Fifth. Such an establishment, by keeping on hand all the 

best works in this particular line, would not only receive the 

Liberal patronage of the Pacific Slope, but it would have a large 

local custom, and supply the local traders with the works not 

n.ow kept by them. 

Szxth. The Association will of itself form one of the strongest 

Liberal organizations possible. Two or three hundred, or five 

hundred, stockholders, everyone of them interested in the suc

cess of the enterprise, will be both patrons and agents, and put 

failure out of the question. It will also exert an influence on 

the public greater than that commanded by a small concern, and 

secure the respect which is ahvays paid to success. 

Such are the objects and the results as we see them. Now 

for the method. 

Our proposition is to organize a Company, to be incorporated 

under the laws of the state of California, and to issue one thou

sand, two thousand, or three thousand shares at $5 each, to be 

hken by the Liberals of the West, or by any who feel sufficient 

interest in the enterprise to invest. A Board of Directors com

posed of substantial and responsible men may be elected by the 

shareholders to direct the affairs of the Association, and a man 

of experience and ability will assume the business management 

These details are to be worked out when a sufficient number of 

shares have been subscribed for to justify organization. 

Simply as an investment, we feel certain that the Association 

offers good returns, but when we consider what it stands for, that 

it means the combination of Freet~ought forces throughout the 

great West; the building up of a great and influential paper; the 

increase of Liberal fellowship, and a power for t~e m~intenance 
of political rights and intellectual liberty which otherwise could 

not be, it seems as if every earnest man and woman in sympathy 

with Freethought would invest what they could afford in an un

dertaking of such benefit to themselves individually, and of such 

advantage to the general cause, and to the world. 

There is much more that might be said in favor of this method 

~ere it necessary to do so, but this outline will give the Liberal 

public the required suggestion, and it is for. them to act. The 

~ffair is in their hands. The paper which we offer them is a sol

vent· institution. The business has never ceased to grow, and 

when to the impetus it has already gained is added the impulse 

.of combination in the manner here described, it cannot fail of 

attaining proportions equal to any similar establishment in the 

country. 

- Therefore let us act, and act at once. There is hardly a 

reader of this paper who cannot afford to take one share. There 

are many who could take ten, fifty, or one hundred shares. It 

should be remembered that no money will be asked for until the 

Association is fo'rmed, incorporated, and placed in reliable hands. 

What we desire now is· an· immediate response from all who 

read this or who have received our circular. By January Ij 

1890, the enterprise should. be in w~rkingorder, and we there:' 

fore desire to hear from all interested, at their earliest·con

venience. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM.. 
. - ~ 

GEO. E. MACDONALD.·.: 

Although the· above mentioned circular was mailed to none 

previous to November 13, responses are already coming in .. The 

Freethought Publishing Company will be a success: 

. STOCKTON, CAL., Nov. 16. 1889~ 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Before receiving your circu

lar I had given to Mr. Gage my own and my wife's names for 
one share each in the Freethought Publishing Company .. It 
would afford me much pleasure, did my circumstances permit, 
to add more leverage to the enterprise. Hoping for its entire 
success, I am . Very truly yours, WILLARD T. JONES. 

SAN JOSE, CAL., Nov. 1·7, i889. . 
To the Editors of Freethough!.. . ... 

You have outlined in your circular the grandest undertaking 
yet contemplated for the advancem~nt of Liberalism on the Pa
cific Slope; namely, a Freethought Publishing Company. 
There could be no enterprise inaugurated in which I could take· 
a greater interest. A Liberal or scientific publishing house is the 
one great need of the hour. By such an association as contem
plated there could be built up such a liberal, liberty-loving sen
timent on this coast, that every orthodox preacher would leap 
from his pulpit without stopping to look where he was going to 
land. In this grand undertaking you have my heart and 
hand, and if I had a soul I'd throw it in for luck. I only regret 
I have not the capital whereby I could measure my appreciation 
of this splendid move, or financially it would be a success in le~s 
than one day. But as I cannot do the one millionth part of that 
which I should be pleased to do, I'll do the next best thing, take 
one share nQw, and keep increasing the sum as fast as my cir
cumstances will permit. Could anybody do more.? With my 
best wishes for the success of the Pacific Coast Freethought 
Publishing Company, I am yours, L. R. TITUS. 

For the inclosed stamps send a few circulars. L. R. T. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., Nov. 15, 1889.' 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, .lI(y .Dear Friend and Brother: Having 

carefully read and considered the printed circular and proposi
tions of Putnam and Macdonald touching the organization of the 
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, I hasten to express my ap
probation of the scheme, and my confidence in its success. You 
may rely on me to find a subscriber who will take at least thirty 
shares and pay in advance at ten days' notice if required. 

I hope the organization may be perfected very soon, before I 
get my final summons, which may come at any hour, as I am 
nearly eighty years of age.· . Truly and since~ely yours, . 

. JOHN RIGGIN. 

GRUB GULCH, CAL., Nov. 15, 1889. 
S. P. PUTNAM: Yours is at hand. I have read the circular to 

several Freethinkers. All think favorably of the enterprise. I 
have no doubt I can get quite a numberof shares taken here. I 
will try for one hundred; if I fail in that number, will get fifty 
sure. I have no doubt that with proper management, the enterprise 
can be worked up to a big thing. Every Freethinker can not 
help considering himself an agent who is required to do all that 
lies in his power for both store and paper. I have been called 
on to send for quite a number of books lately, and am sure.I 
would have given the store the preference, if it had been in ex
istence. Yours fraternally, A. B. ANDERSON. 

. ALAl'tIEDA, CAL., Nov. 17, 1889. 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I have received your circu

lar and I think the enterprise will be a success. Put my name 
down for one share, Mr. Furgerson will take a share; also Walter 
Eastman; and I think I can dispose of one or more other shares. 

I am glad you have hit upon so good an idea, If 1 wantedto 
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buy a Catholic Bible ora Methodist sharp's'liymribook in Frisco, 
I could get one at almost any book store. But when I want to 
get a book on investigation or a bible ,on "truth and progress, I 
have to look around a long time before I can find a book store 
that keeps them, and for that reason we should have a book store 
where friends and strangers can buy Liberal books. If all Lib
erals will take one or more shares we may be sure of succes~, 
and a grand building up of Freethought on the Pacific Coast. 

Yours for Truth and Justice, WILL ALFRED PINGREE. 

GRASS VALLEY, CAL., Nov. 17, 1889. 
MR. S. P. PUTNAM, near Sir: Hoping that your co-operative 

plan will succeed, we will give our mite and take one share each 
- JOS. Van Hoeter, one; P. Van Hoeter, one. Let us know 
when to send the money. . Yours truly, 

PAULINE VAN HOETER. 

NATIONAl. CITY, CAL., Nov. 16, 1889. 
FRIEND PUTNAM: I trust and desire to shape my business 

within the next ten days so that I can write you again that I will 
tlke some $5 shares. You not only need encouragement, but 
you must have it. I will write you again and I will take stock 
if I p:>ssibly can. Yours truly, A. N. BURGESS. 

STOCKTON, CAL., Nov. 17, 1889. 
GENTLElIEN: Your propo5ition with regard to the issue of 

stock for the purpose of advancing free principles and free ideas 
is laudable and approved of by your humble subscriber. Put 
me down for a share, and call for amount as sta.ted in circular. 

WILLIAM SHINE. 

U. S. RECEIVING SHIP IN:DEPENDENCE,} 
MARE ISLAND, CAL., Nov. 17, 1889. 

MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear Friends: I fully in
dorse the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. I shall be in the 
city soon, and will then pay my $5 for a share. I shall also try 
to 'induce others, who are not subscribers to your paper or any 
Lib(!ral journal, to invest in this enterprise. 

Yours in the cause, G. H. PURDY. 

OAKLAND, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
G. E, MACDONALD: I think your plan of co-operation a good 

one and you can put me down for four shares at least, and call 
on :ne for the money at any time that you want it. Hoping that 
every subscriber will do as much in proportion to what they ar~ 
able, I remain, Yours for Liberty, FRANK BUTLER. 

Nearly sixty additional shares have been subscribed for, the 
letters containing them reaching us too late for publication this 
week. E. A. Denicke takes one, Victor Heck one, W. S. 
Rodgers ten, John Robinett five, Ed. Wegner ten, Philip Cowen 
five, Fred McMillan two, A. W. Poole one, John Dibble four, 
R. W. Bancroft two, John Beaumont five, James Bidwell one, 
H. F. Ebers ten, N. R. Wilkinson one. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

Owing to recent abundant rains in this state, seeding will begin 
at once--Aramais Kalloch, a brother of the late mayor of San 
Francisco died in Seattle Nov. 16.--Seattle has an unexpended 
balance of its relief fund amounting to, $4000.--The grand 
jury has under ad~isem.en~ the case of pro C. C. O'Donnell, ?f 
this city, charged With cnmmal malpractIce.--Portland, Or., IS 

to have a $100,000 public library. A bequest of Miss L. M. 
Smith provides the means.--Bonner, of New York, has bought 
Stanford's three-year-old Sunol. It is said that the purchase 
price was $50,000., ' 

The health of Jefferson Davis is failing.--There is said to 
be a movement against Jews among the Christians near Lake 
Providence La. A Hebrew storekeeper's place at Tompkin's 
bend has been placarded with the warning, "No Jews after the 
1St of January," and the building was fired into about fifty times 
on Nov. 15.--The Catholics of Baltimore, Md., are agitating 

for high license. 'Cardinal' Gibbons leads the crusade.-'"-Mrs. 
Delia Parnell, mother of Charles Ste\vart Parnell, is living in' 
direst poverty and said to be near death. Her residence is Bor- . 
dentown, N. J.--" White caps" have been terrorizing Gales
burg, Ill.--The will of John Crerar, of Chicago, leaves estate 
worth $2,250,000 kr a college to be erected in Chicago and, 
named after him.--H. H. Miller, a young man of twenty-three, 
years, treasurer of the Trinity M. E. church at Omaha, Neb., has' 
disappeared, leaving debts for sums loaned by his fellow church' 
members amounting to about $1000. 

A revolution in Brazil has expelled the emperor, Dom Pedro,' 
and established a republic.--A scandal worse than the "maiden 
tribute" of a few years ago has been unearthed in London., 
Titled personages and clergymen are implicated with boys.-
The London dock strike committee have submitted their balance 
sheet. It shows that from the commencement to the end of the 
struggle the total amount of money received from all sources was 
in round numbers £48,000, of which £30,000, or nearly two·; 
thirds, came from Australia. The various British trades unions' 
subscribed only £4000. There is a surplus of £5000, in the dis
posal of which the committee will be guided by the general opin
ion of the subscribers. The sum of £ 1000 has been voted to 
the miners now on strike in Australia.--Newspapers report 
that the Russian government has succumbed to popular opinion 
and will abolish transportation to Siberia.--There is said to be 
a building boom in Rome, Italy.--At Petrovoszelo, in Hun
gary, the Greek pope, while preaching last week, flourished a: 
dagger from the pulpit and exhorted the people to exterminate 
the Jews. The population was excited and the military called 
out, when the threatened uprising was suppressed. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Some remarks of mime on the proceedings at a recent meet
ing of the San Francisco Nationalist Club have called forth a 
letter from my esteemed friend W. W. Burgess, of National City, 
which will be found in another column. I wish to point out that 
Mr. Burgess's comparison between the Nationalist movement 
and the Secular Union is not strictly accurate. It is true that the 
Secular Union invites the co-operation of people of all beliefs, 
but it is not a proselyting body. It calls upon all who believe in 
a secular form of government and oppose an ecclesiastical one 
to unite for mutual defense against sacerdqtal encroachments. 
It expounds no political creed. Its demand,S are not an affirma
tion, but a protest. 

Nationalism is quite a different affair. It has a body of politi
cal doctrine which it asks members to subscribe to. Its declara
tion of principles and constitution are as far from the simple 
demands of Secularism as the Catholic church is from· pure" 
Deism. 

The difference between Secularism and Nationalism is plainly 
this: ' 

Religionists who accept the teachings of Secularism accept 
them, not as a part of their religious creed, but as distinct from 
it; but 

The various religionists who adopt Nationalism profess to re
ceive it as a part of their religious belief. 

I hope I have either made myself clear on that point or proved 
myself guilty of untruth. 

In his request that Bellamy's" Looking Backward" be attacked 
and demolished as Colonel Ingersoll attacked and demolished 
the Pentateuch, Mr. Burgess loses sight of an important distinc
tion between a history of what is alleged to have occurred in the 
past and a prophecy of what is to occur in the future. If I were 
living in the year of grace 2000, where Mr. Bellamy's order of 
things is located, it is possible that by a close perusal of "Look
ingBackward" I migh~ discover as many inaccuracies in it, as ' 
Ingersoll found in the Mosaic record, though I should doubtless 
fall short of making them so conspicuous, owing to inferior lit
erary capacity. There are two things in which I hold slight 
faith, namely, the paradise of Bellamy and the paradise beyond 
Jordan, though I have no objection to either. . 

The quotation made from the writings of my esteemed part
ner I read with an appreciation which could not possib~r be 
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exceeded by that of Mr. Burgess, yet I cannot accept it as a 
scientific outlook. I cannot realize that justice will beget charity. 
There is no kinship between the two. If justice ruled, charity 
would be unnecessary, and if charity universally prevailed, justice 
would have no function, as every offender would be acquitted. 
Neither can justice become the throne of love, because justice is 
an undeviating line, while love is erratic; justice is impartial, 
while love is the most partial of all things. Love excuses and 
pardons, while justice condems and punishes: A mother's love 
overlooks all the faults of a wayward son, but the justice of a 
judge sends him to. the penitentiary or the gallows. 

Every good and noble sentiment is commendable. It would 
be cruel to crush one of them out from pure malice, but when 
they are offered as economical doctrine they should be analyzed 
before they are accepted and subscribed to. 

The Nationalist Club is the biggest thing that has struck San 
Francisco since Sam Jones held his meetings here, and I have 
little doubt it will result in electing Mr. Haskell to some lucra
tive public office. . 

. According to reports in a daily paper, Dr. A. H. Stevens, of 
Philadelphia, has made a discovery, which is nothing less than 
that the seat of the human soul is in the corpus callosum, a little 
spongy body situated at the base of the brain. Dr. Stevens may 
be eminently correct in thus locating the alleged soul of man, 
but he is hardly entitled to be called a discoverer. One Boute
koe is credited with saying tr The soul is located in the corpus 
callosum." I do not know B Jutekoe, nor what authority he can 
advance for the statement, but it appears in a small pamphlet 
published by J. D. Shaw in 1886. If Dr. Stevens of Philadelphia 
claims the discovery he is doubtless a fraud and unworthy of 
confidence. But it is not of much consequence where the soul 
is located during life. Where it will take up its residence after 
death is the question that should agitate sinners, the clergy in 
particular. 

At a meeting held in San Francisco November II to com
memorate the hanging of the Chicago Anarchists, these r~solu
tions were passed: 

Whereas, We believe after hearing the evidence concerning the trial 
and conviction of the so-called Anarchists in Chicago: 

.J. That the wrong men were convicted; 
2. That none of the convicted ones were Anarchists in any sense. 

Which should leap us to inquire,· What is fame? May men 
take their lives in their hands for the sake of Anarchy, work for 
it, hang for it, and die with its name upon their lips, only to 
have their surviving admirers resolve that they were not Anarch
ists in any sense? "Hoch die Anarchie," if I spell them correctly, 
were the last-words that came from the gallows before Parsons, 
Spies, Fischer, and Engel hung dangling by the ropes that pre
vented them from a further expression of their views. These 
men may not have been so near correct on the economic ques
tion as their San Francisco apologists, but they were more candid. 

The appended letter will explain why Mr. Ed. Pickett, of Elk 
Grove, Cal., is no longer in receipt of this journal. It appears to 
ha.ve been penned by a female member of Mr. Pickett's family: 

. ELK GROVE, Nov. 10, 1889. 
MR_ PUTNAM AND MACDONALD: You will greatly oblige me by burn

ing in place of mailing the balance of the FREETHOUGHT copies due my 
years subscription. I consider it the vilest and most degraded work I 
have ever read. Your chief aim seems to be to lower in the minds of 
tbe rising Generation the Roman Catholic church with all its Rev. Priest 
and associates. A religion that interfere's with none, but tries to teach 
and promote good works for the young and undeveloped minds. 

When I subscribed for your paper I supposed it to be a liberal journal, 
but found it vastly different, and think it will be a great blessing when 
the last issue is made, as it is liable to form either a hatred for itself or a 
corruption to the morals of decent people. I ask it as a favor that .you 
send no more of them to me. Yours, . ED PICKETT. 

The request to burn instead of mailing Mr. Pickett's paper 
cannot be com plied with. It will be sent out through the mails 
as a simple sample copy. 

"JOHN "VARD, PREACHER," has been issued in paper covers and 
ca~ now be furnished for 50 cents. 

A LETTER FROM rOREST GROVE. 

10 tht Editors 0/ Freethough!: 

As you require assistance both in your editorial department 
and financially also, I am willing to devote a few idle moments 
ana a portion of my giant intellect to the first-named department, 
leaving the other to those generous brethren who forward from 
five dollars to five thousand to FREETHOUGHT very often-in their 
minds. There is nothing mean or selfish about me. I would 

-'assume entire control of the editorial department if it would he 
any accommodation to you. ' 

Everyone else has had their say.about the late Liberalconven
tion at Portland, and now it is my turn. To say it was a grand 
success hardly does it justice, for the most enthusiastic among us 
did not expect it to pay expenses; and the last report from Presi
dent Beal shows a balance of nearly three hundred dollars. Surely 
we ought to be very well satisfied with that. 'rVe were only or
ganized last June, but we were organized by good men and true, 
and they had splendid material to organize a Liberal Union with. 
The list of officers comprises some of the best people in the 
state, and the first work was done in a good place. Silverton 
Secular Union ought to be a name that would send a thrill of 
pride and pleasure to the heart of every true Liberal. Had it 
not been for their call to the Liberals of Oregon last June, joined 
with the noble efforts of our lecturers, Underwood, Putnam, and 
others, we might still have heen wasting our energies in unor
ganized efforts and accomplished nothing. But with the good 
work done last June, and the grand success of the Portland con
vention, we shall go forward with renewed energy for another 
year's work, and I certainly hope perfectly united in purpose and. 
aim, with our good President, C. Beal, to make the Oregon State 
Secular Union a permanent organization of good men and women 
who will labor faithfully to establish what our constitution calls 
for-the absolute divorce of church and state, the taxation of 
church property, etc. . . 

The last FREETHOUGHT brings good news of Mr. Putnam's 
latest work in Newport. Our local Unions are increasing and 
always include the best men and women in the place where they 
are located; The names of Mr. and Mrs. Royal A. BenseH are 
very familiar to me, through mutual friends, and no family 
stands higher than they wherever known. Mr. Bensell and his 
good wife will do splendid work for Freethought. 

Among the many pleasant faces I met in Portland who will 
always hold a warm place in my. memories of the past are Mrs. 
Jennie Vose Graham, who is one of our vice'-presidents, a writer 
for the Truth Seeker, and a splendid worker for the Liberal 
cause, a young, bright, happy, frank-faced woman with two dear 
little ones, who were as bright and happy as birds .. Miss Mary 
Forward is another staunch Liberal, a lineal descendant of Jona
than Edwards, but a good deal too far away from the old man 
to have any fear of his theology; a lovely girl with a well culti
vated mind. She was one of the delegates from Siiverton, being 
a member of the Silverton Secular Union. I had also the pleas
ure of meeting the president, Dr. J. W. McClure, a young physi
cian with a splendid practice, who nobly stands by the Liberal 
cause, fearless and as enthusiastic as any in the ranks. Mr. and 

. 	 Mrs. L. Ames were also among the delegates from Silverton
strong, brave Liberals. We have good reason to be proud of the 
Silverton Secular Union. I met many other delegates from 
other parts of this state and Washington; but did not have the 
pleaSure of becoming so well acquainted with them. 

I would like to describe the beautiful banner presented by 
Miss Mattie Blaisdell to the O. S. S. U., but I cannot do it jus
tice; neither can I do justice to Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel's short 
but eloquent address when she presented the reverse side of the 
banner with the glorious stars and stripes above the pr03trate 
cross, the emblem of all the cruelties and tortures inflicted upon 
the human race for eighteen centuries. Her address was simply 
grand, and cal1ed forth aperfect storm of applause. She is·a 
splendid speaker, and Brothers Underwood and Putnam will 
have to look to their laurels in this state if she remains with us, 
as the last FREETHOUGHT stated she intended to do. 

One word more and I will close. I want to ask the lecturers 
who write for the different Liberal papers to not be quite so 
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-harsh in their criticisms in regard to Liberals -coming out with 
money for them. It sounds just a little too orthodox, and we 
don't like it. Yours fraternally,. SARAH C. TODD. 

P.S.-I have just been reading in the Truth Seeker of Nov. 9 
an account of the efforts to be made by the Washington Liberals 
at the meeting of their next legislature, and also their intention of 
organizing a Washington State Secular Union. They have our 
cordial sympathy and hearty support in their efforts, and we hope 
they will have perfect success and as grand an organization as we 
have perfected here. They can do it if th!! Liberals will unite 
there as they have here, for they have plenty of good Liberals in 
that state-as Mr. Putnam says, "the woods are full of them." 
Liberalism has come to stay and "grow up with the country." 

SARAH C. TODD, Sec. W. C. S. U. 

THE PAN-AMERICAN CONPERENCE· 

The occasion for the meeting of this convention or conference 
of all the states of the western hemisphere, now being held at 
\Vashington, is one of first-class importance. to this side of the 
world, and it may be made so for all mankind. 

The meeting is to set up and cement an American union, but 
with these objects only: 

No secrets, or secret compacts, or alliances for evil to any state 
or nation under the sun. 

All proceedings open to all mankind. The people of the 
United States have empowered no one to make a secret treaty in 
their name.. 

No compact, save for good offices with and for each other, to 
promQte peace, commerce, and friendship, to open up a more 
intimate knO\vledge of each other, and light the paths of all to 
progress, security, wealth, and happiness. 

These states have varied forms of government, from the em pire 
in Brazil to the republic in the United States. This convention 
will not seek to change any of them, but accept them as they are 
now, and as they may be in the future, as changed by their re
spective people. It will not assume the at4itude of a propaganda 
of any form of government, but leave all in peace. It will guar
antee no form of government for a day. The United States 
could not do so, except so far as the people of each state may 
desire change. Our faith is that government should rest upon 
the will of the people. We might forbid outside interference 
with that will, but can never consent to guarantee any other form 
of government than slolch as the people approve. 

For the benefit of the conference and the nations interested, 
we may modestly suggest to their attention all those great princi

, pIes that we have found to act so well with us, and been the secret 

springs of prosperity. In doing so, without the slightest intention 

of coercion, we may direct their attention to the same progressive 

means: 

I. We have demonstrated that hereditary or class legislation 
is not essential to national prosperity. Our whole people select 
and elect wiser and better men and law-makers than heredity 
can anywhere exhibit. . 

2. That absolute freedom of opinion, of speech and press, in
spire genius, spirit, life, and enterprise in all our affairs, add to 
our wealth, and are dangerous only to error and wrong. 

3. That an entire separation of churcq and state has been the 
source of a thousand blessings. 

These consequences have resulted therefrom: The removal 
of all religious discussion from the councils of the state; the re
moval of all religious anger, persecution, riot and disorder, so 
disgraceful and disastrous to religion in other lands. 

In our cities a hundred creeds worship in peace. Yet religion 
does not suffer. Churches abound, substantial, and even grand. 
Preachers are as numerous as elsewhere, as well paid and learned, 
and generally of better deportment than elsewhere, because they 
depend on the approval of the people. And our people, as a. 
general thing, are as exemplary in their morals, faith, and prac
tice as the most favored nations with established churcher. 

The common school, for the education of all, has been found 
to be the best guarantee against vice, crime, riot, and outrage, 
and for law, order, and just government, and is surely the nurs
ery of a hig-her standard of humanity. To be complete, it should 

teach only th~ rudiinents of learning, elementary science, and 
loyalty to the constitution and th~ country. Party politics should 
have no place there, or any Jorm of religion. Moral science and 
example will always have a prominent place. Our country has 
been rich i'n illustrious examples, and the lives of Washington, 
Lincoln, Jefferson, Jackson, and Franklin, have no superiors 
as guides for youth. . 

The great principle, now made a part of our constitution, that 
"all law must be just and equal to all men, and all have equal 
protection of the law," is the great charter of the people and of 
public liberty. It mollifies all our statutes, it rules iri all our 
courts, it gives assurance of equal protection to all, and inspires 
all in times of public danger to rely upon the authorities and 
upport them with all their power. , 

Our history has shown that a people thus educated and assured 
make willing and eager soldiers. We have had need of over 
two millions and found no difficulty in enrolling them. Princi
ples thus tried and found so productive of good results cannot 
but be worth the attention of all the experimental governments 
of the New World. H. L. KNIGHT. 

POINTS APPARENTLY WELL TAKEN. 

Dear FREETHOUGHT-Lovdiest Paper of the Slate: 
The account in your late number of a certain Nationalist 

meeting, held in your city, was amusing and doubtless accurate, 
btl the winding up comment, wherein you picture Nationalism 
as establishing an "identity between Judaism, Christian Science, 
Theosophy, Spiritualism, Christianity, and Socialism," causes me 
to observe that the same is true of the American Secular Union 
according to the recent Congress thereof reported in FREETHOUGHT. 
The first result of said body, says the Truth Seeker, was the 
"simplification of the constitution so that all may join the Union, 
whether Agnostics, Materialists, Spiritualists, evangelical Chris
tians, Free-Religionists, Universalists, Unitarians, or Catholic 
rebels from church authority." In that respect there does not 
appear to be such a wide difference between Freethinkers and 
Nationalists. And then your closing sentence, "Truly Bellamy 
wrote a wonderful book, and truly black. is white when it becomes 
popular to believe 50," has the ring of irony and wit, but it is 
also conspicuous for its lack of argument. 

\Vhen Colonel Ingersoll attacked the" mistakes of Moses" in 
the book divine, while he relied largely upon his ability to wield 
the weapon of sarcasm, he did not rely wholly upon that, for he 
was partially, at least, argumentative, and "done up" Moses in 
the first round. Now I would like Colonel Ingersoll, the editors 
of FREETHOUGHT, or some other equally able writer, to attack 
" Looking Backward" and" do up" Bellamy in the same masterly 
style. If it tan be done in twenty rounds it will be worth the 
effort. One thing is certain, it has not been done as yet, and until 
it is done little side flings of sarcasm will only tend to make new 
converts for that" dream." For Bellamy's dream I care not a tin .. 
ker's darn, but for the principles he has so adroitly presented in 
that dream I have the most sacred reverence. They have long been 
a part and parcel of my religion-not so, perhaps, in every de... 
tail of plan or scope, but unalterably so wherein they stand for 
equality anc~ liberty in fact, in contradistinction to contentment 
with all it implies in name. Those principles I allude to teach 
exactly, unless I fail to see them as they are, the beautifully ex" 
pressed sentiment of Putnam in his last article in FREETHOUGH1'. 
He says; "I look forward to victories that shall make our vast 
republic the ideal republic indeed; the land of the free; the land 
Qf fraternity; the land o( civilization; the land where poverty 
shall cease to be; the land of happy homes and industry; where 
labor is sweet, where charity is the child of justice and justice is 
the throne of love." Will such a sentiment. be crushed? Not 
as long as Putnam and Bellamy survive; one the exponent of 
Humanitarianism, the other Nationalism. Each has the same 
identical aim, though they may be working under different aus
pices. Many of us are not Nationalists in the sectarian sense 
but all Freethinkers and truth seekers who are Humanitarian~ 
are, and should be, Nationalists in the broad acceptance of the 
term. Respectfhlly W. W. BURGESS. 

National City, Cal., Nov. I I, 1889. 
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IS DIVORCE WRONG?* 

II. 
·Question {I}. Do you believe in the principle of divorce under any 

circumstances? 
The next question is as to the right of society in this matter. 

It must be admitted that the peace of society will be promoted 
by·the separation of such people: Certainly society cannot insist 
upon a wife remaining with a husband who bruises and mangles 
her flesh. Even married women have a right to personal se
curity. They do not lose, either by contract or sacrament, the 
right of self-preservation; this they share in common, to say the 
least of it, with the lowest living creatures. 

This will probably be admitted by most of the enemies of di
vorce; but they will insist that while the wi~e haR th.e right to 
flee from her husband's ro·of and seek protectIon of kmdred or 
ffiends, the marriage-the sacrament-must rem~in unbroken. 
Is it to the interest of society that those who despIse each other 
should live together? Ought the world to be peopled by.the 
children of hatred or disgust, the children of lust and loathmg, 
or by the welcome babes of mutual love? Is it possible that an 
infinitely wise and compassionate God insists that a helpless 
woman shall remain the wife of a cruel wretch? Can this add 
to the joy of Paradise, or tend to keep one harp in tune? Can 
anything be more infamous than for a government to compel 
a women to remain the wife of a m~n she hates-of one whom 
she justly holds in abhorrence? ~oes .any decent man wi"sh 
the assistance of a constable, shenff, a Judge, or a church, to 
keep his wife in his house? Is it possible to conceive of a more 
contemptible human being than a man who would appeal to 
force in such a case? It may be said that the woman is free to 
go, and that the courtswill protect her from the brutality of the 
man who promised to be her protector; but where shall the 
woman go? She may have no friends; or they may be poor; 
her kindred may be dead. Has she no right to build another 

. home? Must this woman, full of kindness, affection, health, be 
tied and chained to this living, corpRe? . Is there no future for 
her? Must she be an o~tcast forever-deceived and betrayed 
for her whole life? Can she never sit by her own hearth, with 
the arms. of her children about her neck, and with a husband 
who loves and protects her? Is she to become a social pariah. and 
is ·this for the benefit of society ?-~r i:3 it for the sake of the 
wretch who destroyed her life? 

The O"found has been taken that woman would lose her dig
nity if ~arriage could· be annulled. Is it necessary to lose your 
liberty in order to retain your moral character-in order to be 
pure and womanly? Must a woman, in order to retain her vir
tue, become a slave, a serf, ,vith a beast for a master, or with 
society for a master, or with a phantom f?r a master? ." 

If an infinite being is one of the partIes to the contract, IS It 
not the duty of this being to see to it that the contract is carried 
011t ? What consideration does the infinite being give? What 
consideration does he receive? If a wife owes no duty to her 
husband because the husband has violated the contract, and has 
even assaulted her life, is it possible for her to feel toward him. 
anv real thrill of affection?· If she does not, what is there left· 
o(marriage? \Vhit part of this contractor sacrament remains 
in livinO" force? She cannot sustain the relation of wife. because 
she abhoors him; she cannot remain under the same roof, ~or fear 
that she may be killed. They sustain, then, only the relatIons of 
hunter and hunted-of tyrant and victim. Is ifdesirable that. 
this relation should last through life, and that it_should be ren- . 
dered sacred by the ceremony of a church? . 

Again I ask, Is it desirable to .have families raised under 
such circumstances? Are we in need of children born of such 
parents? Can the virtue of ,others be pr~serv;d only by this de
struction of happiness, by thIS perpetual Impnsonment ? 

A marriage without love is bad enough, and a marriage for 
wealth or position is low enough; but what shall we say of a mar- . 
riage where the parties 3lctual,ly ab.hor each other ~ Is !here a,ny 
morality in this? any VIrtue In thIs? Is there VIrtue In retam
inO" the name of wife} or husband, without the real and true 
relatioll-? Will any good man saYi will any gqod woman declare, 
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that a true, loving woman should be compelled to be the mother 
of children whose father she detests? Is there a good woman 
in the world who would not· shrink from this herself; and is 
there a woman so heartless and so immoral that she would force 
another to bear that from which she would shudderingly and 
shrieking-Iy shrink? f • 

MarriaO"es are made by men and women; not by SOCIety; not 
by the state; not by the church; not ?y s~pernatural beings,~y. 
this time we should know that nothmg IS moral that does not 
tend to the well-being of sentient beings; that nothin,g is virtuous 
the result of which is not good. We know now, If we know 
anything, that all the reasons for.doiIl:g right, and all the reasons 
against doing wrong, are here III thIS ~orld. We should have 
imagination enough to put ourselves III the place of another. 
Let a man suppose himself a helpless woman beaten by a brutal 
husband-would he advocate divorces then? 

Few people have an adequate idea of the sufferings of women 
and children of the number of wives who tremble when they 
hear the foot~teps of a returning husband, of the number of chil
dren who hide when they hear the voice of a father. Few people 
know the number of blows that fall on the flesh of the helpless 
every day, and few know the nights of terror pas~ed by mothers 
who hold babes to their breasts, Compared WIth these, all the 
hardships of poverty borne by those who love each other are as 
nothing. Men and women truly married bear the sufferings and 
misfortunes of poverty together. They console each oth.er. In 
the darkest niO"ht they see the radiance of a star, and theIr affec
tion gives to the heart of each perpetual sunshine. 

The good home is the unit of th~~?o~ governm.ent. . The 
hearth-stone is the corner-stone of civilIzatlOn. SOCIety IS not 
interested in the preservation of hateful homes, of h.omes where, 
husbands and wives are selfish, cold, and cruel. It IS not to the 
interest of society that good women should be enslaved, that they 
should live in fear or that they should become . mothers by hus
bands whom they 'hate. Homes should be filled with kind and 
generous fathers, with,. tr~e and ~o"v~ng mothers;. and wh;n they 
are so filled the world WIll be CIVIlIzed. IntellIgence wIll rock 
the cradle; justice will sit in the courts; wisdom in the legislati~e 
halls; and above all and over all, like the dome of heaven, WIll 
be the spirit of liberty. . , 

Although marriage is the most important and the most sacred 
contract that human beings can make, still when that· contract 
has been violated, courts should have the power to declare it null 
and void upon su·ch conditions as may be just. 

As a rule the woman dowers the husband with her youth, her 
beautv her'love-with all she has; and from this contract cer
tainly the husband should never be released, unless the wife has 
broken the conditions of that contract. Divorces should be 
granted publicly, precisely as the marriage should be sole~t:Iized. 
Every marriaO"e should be known,· and there should be WItnesses, 
to the end th~t the character of the contract entered into should 
be understood; the record should be open and public. And the 
same is true of divorces. The conditions should be determined, 
the property should b~ divided by a COU!t of equity! and the cus
tody of the children gIVen under regulatIons prescnbed. 

Men and women are not virtuous by law. Law does not of 
itself create virtue nor is it the foundation or fountain of love. 
Law should prote~t virtue, and law should protect the wife, if 
she has kept her contract, and the husband, if he has fulfilled his. 
But the death of love is the end of marriage. Love is natural. 
Back of all ceremony burns and will forever burn ~he sacred 
flame. There has been no time in the world's history when that 
torch was extinguished. In all ages, in all climes, among all 
people, there has been true. pure, and unselfish love.. Lon~ be
fore a ceremony was thought of, long before a pnest eXIsted, 
there were true and perfect marriages. Back of public opinion 
is natural modesty, the affections of the heart; an.d in spite of all 
law there is and forever will be the realm of chOIce.. Wherever 
lov~ is, it is pure; and everywhere, and at all time~, t~e ceremony 
of marriage testifies to that which has happened \VIthm the tem
ple of the human heart. . 

Question (2). Ought divorced people to be allowed to marry under 
any circumstances? . 

This depends upon whether marriage is a crime. If it is not 
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a crime, why should any penalty be attached? Can anyone 
conceive of any reason why a woman obtaining a divorce, with
out fault on her part, should. be compelled as a punishment to 
remain forever single? Why should she be punished for the 
dishonesty or brutality of another? Why should a man who 
faithfully kept his contract of marriage, and .who was deserted 
by an unfaithful wife, be punished for the benefit of society? 
Why should he be doomed to live without a home? 

There is still another view. We must remember that human 
passions are the same after as before divorce. To prevent re
marriage is to give excuse for vice. 

Question (3). What is the effect of divorce upon the integrity of the 
family? 

The real marriage is back ot the ceremony, and the real di
vorce is back of the decree. When love is dead, when husband 
and wife abhor each other, they are divorced. The decree re
cords in a judicial way what has really taken place, just as the 
ceremony of marriage attests a contract already made. 

The true family is the result of -the true marriage, and the 
in!;titution of the family should above all things be preserved. 
\Vhat becomes of the sacredness of the home, if the law compels 
those who abhor each other to sit at the same hearth? This 
lowers the standard, and changes the happy haven of home into 
the prison cell. If we wish to preserve the integrity of the family, 
we must preserve the democracy of the fireside, the republicanism 
of the home, the absolute and perfect equality of husband and 
'wife. There' must be no exhibition of force, no spectre of fear. 
The mother must not remain through an order of court, or the 
command of a priest, or by virtue of the tyranny of society; she 
must sit in absolute freedom, the queen of herself, the sovereign 
of her own soul and of her own body. Real homes can never 
be preserved through force, through slavery, or superstition. 
Nothing can be more sacred than a home, no altar purer than 
the hearth. 

Question (4). D;)es the ab;;olute prohibition of divorce where it exists 
contribute to the 'moral putity of society? 

We must define our terms. What is moral purity? The in
telligent of this world seek the well-being of themselves and 
others. They know that happiness is the only good; and this 
the,' strive to attain. To live in accordance with the conditions 
of ,veIl-being is moral in the highest sense. To use "the best in
strumentalities to attain the highest ends is our highest concep
tion of the moral. In other words, morality is the melody or the 
perfection of conduct. A man is not moral because he is obe
dient through fear or ignorance. Morality lives in the realm of 
perceived obligation, and where a being acts in accordance with 
perceived obligation, that being is moral. Morality is not the 
child of slavery. Ignorance is not the corner-stone of virtue. 

The first duty of a human being is to himself. He must see 
to it that he does not become a burden upon others. To be 
self-respecting, he must endeavor to be self-sustaining. If by his 
industry and intelligence he accumulates a margin, then he is 
under obligation to do with that margin all the good he can. 
He who lives to the ideal does the best he can. In true marriage 
men and women give not only their bodies, but their souls. This 
is the ideal marriage; this is moral. They who give their bodies, 
but I].ot their souls, are not married,. whatever the ceremony may 
be; this is immoral. 

If this be true, upon what principle can a woman continue to 
sustain the relation of wife after love is dead? Is there some 
other consideration that can take the place of genuine affection? 
Can she be bribed with money, or a home, or position, or by 
public opinion, and still remain a virtuous woman? Is it for the 
good of society that virtue should be thus crucified between 
church and 'state? Can it be said that this contributes to the 
moral purity of the human race? 

Is there a higher standard of virtue in countries where divorce 
is prohibited than in those where it is granted? Where husbands 
and wives who have ceased to love cannot be divorced, there are 
mistresses and lovers. 

The sacramental view of marriage is the' shield of vice. The 
world looks at the wife who has been abused, who has been driven 
(rom the home of her husband, and the world pities; and when 
this wife is loved by some other man, the world excuses. So, too, 

the husband who cannot live in peace, who leaves his home, is. 
pitied and excused. 

Is it possible to conceive of anything more immoral than for 
a husband to insist on living with a wife who has no love for. 
him? Is not this a perpetual crime? Is the wife to lose her 
personality? Has she no right of choice? Is her modesty the 
properly of another? Is the man she hates the lord of her de
sire? Has she no right to guard the jewels of her soul? Is there. 
a depth below this? And is this the foundation of morality? this 
the corner-stone of society? this the arch that supports the dome 
of civilization? Is this pathetic sacrifice on the one hand this. 
sacrilege on the other, pleasing in the sight of heaven? "',' 

To me, the tenderest ,vord in our language, the most pathetfc 
fact within our knowledge, is maternity. Around this sacred 
word cluster the joys and sorrows, the agonies' and ecstasies of 
th~ human race. The mother walks in the shadow of death that 
she may give another life. Upon the altar of love 'she puts her 
own life in pawn. When the world is civilized, no wife will become 
a mother against her will. Man will then kt..Jw that to enslave 
another is to imprison himself. ROBERT G. lNG.ERSOLL. 

A RENEWAL OF WITCHCRAPT,', 

Within two hundred years belief in witchcraft w~'general;'
It was taught by the Evangelical church, and to disbelieve il\was 
heresy of the deepest dye. Even the unfortunates accused' of 
practicing it believed in it, and confessed their guilt of feats un~ 
natural and impossible, and therefore suffered death in some 
one of the many cruel fashions that were devised bv the good 
and pious people to punish this sinister crime. All the rules of 
evidence were suspended and ignored on the trial of a witch or 
a wizard. The accused were usually women, and, alas! so were 
the accusers. If any member of the church did not believe in' 
witchcraft, that disbelief was taken as tl~e first sym ptom of enter
ing upon the practice of it. Indeed, so thoroughly was this folly. 
woven into the religion and religious teaching of the time that 
it is surprising that the church survived the overthrow of thi~ foul 
and revolting superstition. That it did survi ve is stronO" evidence 
of the deep-seated religious longings and instincts of the people. 
Those who are greatly emancipated in their ideas and free in 
their thoughts, have ever since shown a tendency to question and 
inquire and test the declarations of the church upon questions 
which affect the material affairs of the people. But while this 
freedom of inquiry has pushed far in one direclion, it appears to 
have passed on the way, germinating centers of the old supersti-' 
tions, and these are manifesting the old tendency to marvel and 
wonder and people the earth with awful shadows. In one of the, 
Western states a man has accused his neighhor of bewitching , 
his cattle, because they did not thrive, while the neiO"hbor's herd 
was fat. In vain was it pointed out to him that he ~"intered his 
cattle on the north side of a hill, with insufficient access to water 
while the thriving herd.,f his neighbor had sunny quarters and 
good water. He persisted, and at last, finding there was no law' 
to punish his neighbor for witchcraft, he performed solemn in-' 
cantations around his weazened steers to take the spell off of ' 
them. Recently the village of Grafschap, in Michigan, peopled . 
by a Dutch colony, has become the scene of a revival of witch
c.r~ft in all its ancient force. The people are good, upright, re-: 
hglOUS folk, attached to the Lutheran communion, we believe 
but if the whole country were like them we would have a speedy 
revival of the laws against witchcraft, and there \vould be drown
ings and burnings again. This village is wrought up to the 
highest pitch of excitement, and the testimony of its people to 
the doings of witches is precisely such as once secured the con
viction and execution of hundreds of innocent victims. Disre
gard for simple sanitary requirements has produced at Grafschap 
many cases of stubborn illness, attributed by the doctors to bad 
drainage, but by the patients to witches. ,Medicine has, been 
thrown a way,. while a co~mitte~ of elders has ripped open all:' 
the feather tIcks and pIllows, In search of feather devils put·, 
therein by the witches to make the sleepers sick. They find as.' 
in all feather pillows and ticks, bunches of partly felted feath~rs .. : 
which are taken out and put upon trial and convicted, in the be~':': 
lief that they are the forms assumed by the witches. They are 
then carried at the head of a procession to the place of execution ' 

I 
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'to be burned, and concerning the hurning the' most remarkable 
stories are told by perfectly reputable and sincere people. ,They. 
declare that not even the feathers will scorch in the fire, and that 
while the crowd is looking the bunch disappears, which means, 
of course, that the witch has escaped and taken on another form. 
It is proper to say that the village pastor rebukes these proceed
ings, but his reprimand has no influence upon his intensely ex
cited flock, and there are not many exceptions in the community, 
but nearly all yield themselves to a weird belief which seems to 
have planted in the midst of an American community a colony 
out of toe dark ages.-Alta. 

MORALITY. 

[The following address. elucidating the eighth Demand of Secularism, 
was delivered by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel at Portland during the late 
convention. ] 

We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of" Christian" 
morality, as such, shall be abrogated, and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requir:-ments of natural morality, equal rights, and impartial 
liberty. . 

Technical1y speaking, a discussion of morality is a discussion 
of those intentions of which right and wrong are predicated. 
Natural/morality, as distinguished from Christian or any other 
speciaJphase of morality, is the moral sentiment of the race as a 
whole, in contradistinction to some special feature developed 
under special conditions. Natural morality is the science of 
social relationship, which men have evolved through experience 
and association; the sum total of their efforts to adjust success
fully and harmoniously the relationship of the natural world, to 
live together peacefully, in a world dominated by justice. It 
recognizes no supernatural methods for bettering the condition 
of men; it contents itself with, and confines itself to, the affairs 
of the natural world, and rejects as an -infringement on men's 
natural rights the attempt to substitute an outside power for the 
authority alone reposing in men. 

Christian morality, which claims in this country to be thecon-: 
servator .of- public morals, and with which we as a Secular asso
ciation have especially to deal, because it lies nearest to us in the 
development of special phases of moral sentiment, rests upon a 
basis the direct opposite of this. The basis of Christian morality 
is a belief in a personal God, and the further assumption that 
this personal God manifested himself in the flesh in the person 
of Jesus Christ. In him resides all power and authority, and 
absolute obedience to his _dicta is the only way through which 
the conduct of men can be regulated into Christian morality in 
this world, the reward of which morality is the salvation of his 
soul in another sphere of existence, and it. makes the salvation of 
men's souls the pivotal point upon which the whole system turns. 
It transposes the whole basis of natural morality. It sets up, in 
a practically unknown region, the standard which is to regulate 
the affairs of men. It regulates all authority, all responsibility in 
human actions, to -regions inaccessible ~ human beings. The 
whole system rests upon the proposition that outside of man, 
somewhere unknown to him, unseen by him, unheard of him 
except through the voice of a priest, is an absolute monarchy in 
which resides all virtue, all power; that man himself has neither. 

This system of Christian morality, as it names itself, sets up a 
system of rewards ahd punishments outside of and foreign to 
human relations through which men are to be rewarded for their 
denial of virtue by having another make vicarious atonement for 
their utter moral poverty. 

Under this sy~tem, not to possess any virtue becomes the high
est virtue, to utterly degrade human nature is to ennoble it; all 
man's obligations to society, all his crimes against it, are to be 
pardoned by declaring himself bankrupt and turning over the 
assets to his savior, who is not to remunerate society for its loss. 
Innocence despoiled, obligations broken, theft and murder even; 
but to inflict upon society still further, if. our human courts do 
not at the bar of justice or the end of a rope, remove him, the 
insufferable presence of a creature who, after· outniging all- natur
ally moral obligations of society, can, by shifting the conse
querices of his conduct upon innocent shoulders, become allied 
to the gods. According to Christian morality, the ignorant and 
,brutal black man who climbed through his wife's window at night 

and cut her throat from ear to ear, and who a few months after 
declared from the scaffold'that he had" made h.is peace with his 
savior, and would in a half-hour's time be walking the streets of 
the New Jerusalem in company with the blessed angels," is better 
worthy the companionship of Jesus than Lincoln, Sumner, and 
Dickens. According to Christian morality, the salvation of these 
men is somewhat problematical, but the negro murderer is saved 
beyond a doubt, as was the thief upon the cross.' W. M. Tweed, 
of the Tweed ring in New York, is consigned to prison and dies 
disgraced under the ruling of that natural morality which unites 
and protects the interests of men as one. - . 

Thieves and murderers go to heaven as a reward for acknowl
ment of their own wickedness and infamy, taking advantage of 

- another's virtue. The benefactor of his race, who has faith in 
himself because his life and endeavor are clean, is suspended in 
doubt or remanded altogether to hell. The ways of justice 
among civilized and enlightened men are comparatively plain,. 
the ways of Christian justification are mysterious and contradic

. tory, and this proposition that man's responsibility is to other 
than the society of which he is a part, is the proposition which it 
has been the cruel heritage of the race to disprove. This is the 
proposition which created the Inquisition, filled dungeons with 
martyrs to the cause for w~ich w~ stand to-day-free thought, 
the unfettered use of the mmd, whIch raises man above the brute 
and makes him the arbiter of his own destiny. The virus of 
this proposition caused the cruel deaths of Hypatia and Bruno 
whose names are written in gold on the banne~ of progress: 
H ypatia., teac~er with her father of mathematics and philosophy, 
the lever whIch has moved the whole foundation of ignorant 
assum ptions and put into its vacant place the methods of exact 
and proven quantities. Bruno, whose furieral-pyre lighted the 
race out of the darkness and cruelty of a priest-dominated world 
into the beauty and ..majesty of a universe whose prophets are in 
our observatories noting the procession of the infinite, in our sig
nal service stations regulating and controlling the commerce and 
prosperity of the civilized world. Hypatia, Bruno, and Paine, 
names to whom every school-house in the land is a monument 
a monument whose greatness is only adequately measured whe~ 
contrasted with the church across the way. One stands as the 
emblem of useful knowledge in the name and by the authority 
of man; the other as an emblem of the decadence of usurped 
authority in the name of the 'dead gods. Into one press the 
happy children to gain such knowledge as will make them intel
ligent, successful men and women; into the other the tuneral 
procession of the ages to kneel about the altars of an out-grown 
creed, the tomb of dead theology. 

Natural morality declares that the virtue of good deeds re
sides within the deed; that the punishm ent for evil is the de
struction which all evil works to the evil doer. Its fullest illus
tration is in the fact that virtuous and temperate lives create here 
and now, heavens; while intemperate and vicious livinO' marks its 
victim for self-punishment, and sets him apart from the esteem 
and companionship ~f n;ankind; asserts that happiness, the aim 
~nd goal of humamty, IS only to be attained by conforming 
to the laws of nature on one side, and the highest requirements 
of society on the other. 

Says Edwin Arnold: 
" Men perished in winter winds, 
Till one struck fire from the flint stones, 
Hiding what they held~ 
The red spark-from the kindling sun, 
They gorged flesh like wolves, 
Till one sowed corn, which grew a weed, 
Yet makes the life of man, 
They mowed and babbled, 
Till some tongue struck speech, 
And patient fingers formed the lettered words. 
What good gift has my brother, but it came 
}<'rom search, and toil, and patient sacrifice ?" 

The beginning of the growth of naturally moral sentiment is 
where savage and primeval man felt the first faint throb of fel
10\Vs~ip, overcame his savagery enough to extend the hospitality 
o~ hIS hut to his fellow-savage, divided his crude and simple meal 
w]th some one else. That was the first indication of the recoO'nition 
of relationship and obligation. As this sense grew and inte~~ifiea 
civilization appeared. Morality, the sense of justice, which bind; 
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society together, developed. It does not belong to one age, or 
one people, not to India alone, though Buddha declared it; nor 
to China, though Confucius taught it; nor to the Christian world, 
though Jesus repeated it. Especially it does not belong to 
Christianity either in its robust or. emasculated form. Robust 
Christianity for years declared that natural "morality was no 
part of Christianity," it repeats it now every time the evangelical 
creed professes to save men on a purely technical point of faith. 
Emasculated Christianity, which has partially displaced revelation 
by reason, put out th~ fires of a literal hell, and called the per
sonality of the orthodox God in question, has no claims to it. Too 
Christian to be natural, and too natural to be Christiah, it is a 
hybrid, which has the features of both, without being either. 
. "The happiness of man," says Rabbi Wise, "depends on no 

creed and no book; it depends on the dominion of truth." 
" The eternal Pan, 

Who layeth the world's incessant plan, 
Halteth never in one shape, 
But forever doth escape 
Into new forms. 

It is the product of all time, the absolute assurance of the 
brotherhood of men. 

As Secularists we object to being bound by a special an:! 
technical form of asserted moralitY1 which is less than universal 
in its sympathies. We distrust its motives, we abhor its narrow
ness, and we repudiate its pretensions; and while we may admire 
and love the simple, childlike character of the man Jesus, of 
whom we get such vague and incomplete glimpses, we yet re
member that the great system of Christianity, which exalts him 
to place of sovereignty and godship, destroyed almost literally 
the learning and civilizatwn of the world. The morality of sec
ular knowledge was the lmmorality of ungodliness; the useful
ness, the morality, the dignity of labor, was the" curse of God." 
The immaculate tables of divine law were held above the agonized 
faces of the lovers of learning and toilers for men, by hands 
dripping human blood. And we, as Secularists, insist that the 
world is better morally; not as a result of orga.nized Christianity, 
but in spite of it. To our world-workers, our race-lovers, and 
our Secular savior, we owe our freedom and greatness in this 
country. Our Secular constitution is the fiat and uncompro
mising denial of the morality of organized Christianity in the af
fairs of men. And we demand that our Secular constitution 
shall be secularly administered, upon the basis of natural moral
ity, equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

And this brings us to another point in our demands, where I 
should be untrue to the womanhood I represent upon this ros
trum did I fail to call your attention to what 'is particularly in
volved in the phrasing, "equal rights and impartial liberty." 
Sometimes I have felt that it might be necessary to add a tenth 
demand to our Secular platform, calling attention of our Liberal 
friends themselves to the fact that after one hundred years of 
government, administered upon the basis of equal rights and im
partial liberty, the intelligent, patriotic women of America have 
advanced no farther than to the vestibule of this temple of free
dom. They have entered the college, the forum, the pUlpit; 
they helped to break the chains of America's three million black 
slaves, by pen and voice; they bound the cruel wounds of whip 
and chain, and helped to settle the case against human liberty by 
giving with patriotic and ungrudging heart their dearest ones to 
the uncertain fate of war; they urged and applauded the political 
enfranchisement of men in no sense their equals upon the ground 
of political equality, which we declared so long ago, and still 
they-tQe mothers, wives, and daughters of America-are pre
vented by custom, which early became the custodian of the key 
of right, by that, and that alone, from taking their just and law
ful places in the affairs of the state, in which they, equally with 
men, are the participators. Rights not delegated are rights reU 

served." Let us move forward to equal rights and impartial 
liberty. . 

Taylor's" Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. Adiscovery 
of the Oriiin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. $2. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a hiitory of. papal 
intrigues ag~inst hish liberty. Price, 50 centi. . 

A MESSAGE. 

MR. H.T. HAWSO~, Arlington, Or., lIfj Liberal Brolhlr: 
have much pleasure in informing you that your name was 
brought up before the Secular convention held in this city ~ (' 
October I I, 12, and 13, and that you were then unanimously 
elected a vice-president of the Oregon State Secular Union. 

I take special pleasure in making this communication to you 
in view of your intended visit to the old country, and hope that 
you will carry to our transatlantic brethren th~ cordial expression 
of our warmest sympathies. 

Recognizing the benefits which Mr. Charles Bradlaugh has 
bestowed upon his countrymen and the world at large by his 
outspoken advocacy of secular opinion!, we should be glad if you 
would use every influence you possess to persuade him to· visit 
the states next year, travel across this continent, and address the 
Secularists of the Pacific coast at our convention in this city in 
October, 1890. Wishing you a pleasant and prosperous trip, I 
am, most truly yours, C. BEAL, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 

+ On the Trail. 
To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
. After finishing my course of five lectures at Palouse City, I boarded 

. the train about midnight for Genesee, Idaho, where I arrived in about 
two hours, and found good quarters at the Latah House. Genesee is 
the end of the Palouse branch of the Northern Pacific railroad, and is 
located in a beautiful little valley-all prairie, no timber b:!ing in sight; 
not even a bush-right on the edge of the Nez-Perce Indian reservation. 
It is a small town of a few hundred people, and seems very lively and 
buiding up fast. I failed to give any lectures here, as they seemed to 
think I had come to buy the town and demanded territorial and city 
licenses and $10 a night for the Opera House-a mere shell-but I was 
no relation of Vanderbilt and not Ex-Governor Seymour. 

I then took the stage across the reservation to Lewiston, county seat 
of Nez-Perce county. This land is being allotted to the Indians in sev
eralty, and the balance will soon be surveyed and thrown open to set
tlement. It is most all high prairie land and very broken, but free from 
rocks and very rich and productive, raising 40 to 50 bushels of wheat to 
the acre. The crop of the past season, however, is considered a failure, 
averaging~only 15 to 20 bushels to the acre. Droves of cattle have been 
herded here until the grasses are mostly killed out, giving the country a 
barren appearance. 
. Directly we come to the brink of a fearful gorge or canyon some 2000 

feet in depth, threugh which runs the Clearwater river, that heads away 
up in the Ditter.Root mountains, whose snow.covered peaks seem to be 
but a few miles away, but in reality nearly a hundred. Winding down 
the mountain trail to the waters of the Clearwater was one ()f the most 
fascinating rides I ever made, for with lightning speed down, down, we 
sped o'er the steep rocky grade, for, as the driver said, if we went slow 
the stage might somersault over the cayuses. For once the proverbial 
slow stage was quick enough. In half an hour we descended the seven
mile grade and were at the ferry on the Clearwater, a lovely stream of 
about 600 yards in width, clear and rippling over its pebbled bottom of 
shining sands. 

It was election day on the state constitution. We were all-six of us 
-urged to go in and vote, and all did except myself, as they wanted all 
the votes they could get'to help Idaho to put on statehood. Verily, our 
government is becoming a farce great and strong. The judges of the 
election left the polls to take care of themselves while they ferried· us 
across the river. 

. Steamers often run up the Clearwater twenty-five or thirty miles above 
here, and immense rafts of wood, logs, lumher, etc., are floated down to 
Lewiston, a few miles below, which is located at the junction of Snake 
river and the Clearwater, and in a treeless region. We arrived there 
about sundown and found what had been before the advent of the rail
roads one of the prettiest towns in Idaho, situated on the narrow, level 
bottom lands of these two rivers. The town contains about 1000 inhab
itants' yet one-third of the business houies and dwellings are standing 
empty, while mold, moss, and decay are to be seen everywhere. This i:; 
the head of navigation for Snake river, and before the advent of the rail
Toads was the great center for all this region. The town was laid out 
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thirty years a~o and named after Lewis, of Lewis and Clarke, the early 
explorers of the upper Columbia basin. The city is about a mile long, 
running up the gorge of the Clearwater, and densely shaded with poplars 
fifty to one hundred feet in height, that ha.ve been planted as a cooler, 
for'it often becomes a sort of sheol, the thermometer going up to 1I5 to 
120 degrees, while on the level heights above it is cool and pleasant; but 
these bald, grassless, gray mountains and' hills reflect the sun back into 
the valley until it ii; almost unendurable, yet this little valley is one of 
the best fruit regions north of California, and is the home of the cele
brated Idaho pear, that is said to far excel the Bartlett. Immense quan
tities of berries, peaches, and by all odds the biggest red apples I have 
ever seen on the Pacific coast grow here, and everybody is getting to be 
a "bloated aristocrat" that owns a fruit farm on this part of Snake river. 
It is a sure fortune, for it is close to the mining and lumber regions of 
Idaho and Montana and the high wheat lands of Washington and Oregon. 
L~wiston gets water for irrigation and family use by a ditch taken out of 
the Clearwater several miles above, running through the main street of 
the town, and driving a large flouring mill just before it escapes into the 
Snake. ' 

This is not the s,ame snake that got our poor old maternal parent to 
eat the crab, away back, and who gave the core to her "hubby," which 
in swallowing stuck in his resophagus and caused us all to carry ~'Adam's 
~pple" as a birthmark, an inheritance from disobedient ancestry. This 
is another snake, with a mouth at one end and head at the other, but 
deals in big red apples that would tempt the best of us poor sinners. 

" 'The water is raised out of the ditch by wooden water-wheels ten or 
t'welve feet high and four feet wide provided with automatic tin buckets 
at the ends of the paddles; the current turns the wheel by undershot 
force, fills the buckets, which empty themselves as they come up near 
the top into a box which leads into pipes and troughs that go to the 
homes and gardens. Nearly every house has its water wheel. I know 
this water is good and pure, for it comes from the melting snows and 
springs of the mountains that flow down through the Nez-Perces villages 
of dirty Indians; besides, I saw dozens of cattle and horses standing in 
the ditch feeding along its sloping ban~s, and yet these folks boast of 
thek'''wonderful clear and pure water.'" Most of these folks have from 
one to three acres for a house lot where they live, so the" city" is much 
scattered, and very cozy and healthy with the tall shade trees every
where. The sidewalks are nearly buried up in leaves, for the trees are 
in. the" sere anti yellow leaf," as well as the village. I gave three lec
tures here i,n the Universalist church to very fair audiences. 

- At sunrise on Nov. 12, I got aboard the Annie Faxon for a hundred
mile trip down the classic Snake to the great Columbia river. The An
nie is a fine boat, and as I was the only passenger, I could easily imagine 
how it feels to charter a special car or boat and be a money king. There 
seems to be not a tree and hardly a bush in sight from Lewiston down to 
the Columbia. The bare, brown, basalt-rocky hills and bluffs, from one 
to two thousand feet in height, are dreary aftera few miles in the ex
treme. I could but exclaim with Robinson Crusoe, "0 Solitude, where 
are the charms?" and yet occasionallya.little nook is found where, 
some one has made a beautiful home, with neighbors mi1.:.s away, and a 
fruit farm worth $25,000 to $30,000. It does not get so cold here in the 
valley by the river by fifteen to twenty degrees as up on the' level pla
teaus in the wheat'countryeight to ten miles away. We stopped but 
once during the entire day-that was to take on 600 sacks of wheat at a 
warehouse called Alamata. I saw one warehoU!le where a wheat spout 
many thousand fee~ long reached away up to the heights above, through 

,which wheat is shot down from the farms and wheat ranches in glory
'land to be loaded on passing boats. 


:. Another new thing to your man" on the trail"-the Nez-Perce Indians' 

'method of taking a Turkish bath. They have a little dug-out 'made in ' 

the bank near where they live, made nearly air-tight. When they feel 
;anything the matter with them they heat some rocks very hot and throw 
,them inside the dug-out; then they jump in the river a few minutes, and 
'then crawl into their hole with the hot rocks, where the air has become 
very hot, and sweat beautifully; then out into the river again. Lo, the 
poor Indian might tally one ahead yet for nature's methods of cure. 
,But enough for this time. The boat speeds on from Alamata, and I 
must watch the ever-changing scenery of these mighty basalt bluffs and 
.wondrous wind-swept water-torn gorges of the crooked, winding Snake.

1, like Paddy of the Emerald Isle, don't like snakes. This is the biggest 
one I ever saw or rode. D. C. SEYMOUR; 

Liberal Work At Silverton. 

To the Editors 0/ Freeth o ugh! " 
The interests of Liberal thought are not being neglected at Silverton.' 

While the Liberal fraternity of this place is not in accord with the so-called 
Lioerallecturer whose stock consists in vituperation, interspersed with 
buffoonery, the cultured advocate of Liberal ideas, who is not disposed to 
trifle with the hopes and fears of his fellow-m~n, will always receive 
r ;cognition and encouragement at the hands of our people. 

We have recently had a series of interesting meetings at Liberal Hall 
at Silverton. Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, of Kansas City, has just completed, 
under the auspices of the S!cular Union at this place, a course of Liberal 
lectures to lal~ge and attentive audiences. The subject of her first lec
ture' "Evolution. of Thought and Progress of Ideas," though a difficult 
one, involving abtruse questions in mental philosophy, was treated in' a 
masterly manner, beginning with the first impulse to human thought man
ifested in primitive man, tracing it step by step through various stages as 
it developed in the process of evolution, until the lapse of ages gives to us 
the fruitage of this germ of thought, in the scientific discoveries and the 
mechanical and industrial appliances of to-day. 

Her second lecture, "Natural Morality Superior to Theological Re
straint as a Safeguard to Society," is a complete refutation of the claim 
that the principh:s of morality are the exclusive property of any religion~ 
or that those principles have any necessary relation to theology. "Mo
rality is natural. It is the necessary olltgrowth of human association and 
the science of human relations." Theological restraint is a questionable 
restraint to society so long as theology rele,ates the benefactors of the 
race to perdition, and by the halter swings the murderer from the gibbet 
into paradise. But why remove the murderer at all? If he has become 
a fit sllbject for the kingdom of heaven, why is he unfit for c~tizenship 
here? If he has become a desirable associate for Christ and the angels, 
why should his presence be obnoxious to good people in this world? 

The subject of the concluding lecture was "The Church of the Fu
ture." The lecturer \>refaced her remarks by reciting one of Mackay's 
poems, entitled tc The Three Preachers," which was well rendered and 
well received. She then proceeded to review the history of the church, 
CJmpanng the church as it existed in the past with the church of the 
present time; pointing to the forces combined to circumscribe its mental 
and moral growth,indicating the influences which have forced it to follow 
though at a lagging pace (and at a great distance in the rear) the 
advance-guard of civilization; showing those influences to have be~n 
natural and not supernatural influences; and logically arriving at 
the conclusion that they would continue in operation to ad vance the 
church, step by step, to higher ground, and to a Wider field of vision and 
of usefulness; until in the church of the future we shall have- the" ideal 
church of humanity." 

I am not attemping to, give even an outline of Mrs. Krekel's lectures. 
Any effort of mine in that direction' would do scant justice to this distin-, 
guished advocate of Freethought. To be appreciated, Mrs. Krekel 
must be heard. As a logician and as a brilliant platform orator, she 
has few equals in either sex. She is deliberate and self-possessed 
upon the rostrum; never losing herself in abstraction on anything not 
pertinent to the subject. She is sometimes very eloquent and persuasive, 
always argumentative, never abusive. She arraigns and convicts the in~ 
consistencies of theology before the bar of reason, so logically and so 
conclusively as to leave the most unwilling without excuse; yet in lan
guage so dignified and so refined as to give the most fastidious no offense. 
Mrs. Krekel is doing much to dignify the cause of Liberal thought in this 
country, and should be heard in' every town and city' on the Pacific 
Coast. 

The senior editor of FREETHOUGHT was present at Mrs. Krekel's sec
ond lecture, and made a short intr(l~uctory speech, which was replete 
with pleasant thought and practical suggestion and was much appre
ciated by his many friends present. We would have been pleased to 
have seen more of him, but his star seemed to lie south, and with a 
hand-shake and a word all round, the '~Poet Pilgrim" departed, with a 
promise that he would write our name on the beautiful sunshine of the 
golden state of California. J. W. MCCLURE• 

Silverton, 'Or • 
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=':THE NEW YORK DRESS 'CHART,:= \ 
A system of easily-comprehended rules and 


Chart by which'any one can readily 

learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 


in the most perfect manner. 

It contains the best ideas 


resulting from thirty 

years experience 


with Dress 

Charts 


and Tailor 

systems. It is 

. adapted to the mod
ern requirements of dress, 


and is used and indorsed by 

the best professional dressmakers 


of the East. It is as far superior to old 

methods as the steam car is to the stage. 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to otTer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
a short time. \Vrite for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matters of househohl econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and numb;!r of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. I7To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents } DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

,S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuf",cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, .hews, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. ' 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

• 414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

w. rll. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS 

" 
536 CLAY STREET. 

Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

-.:...--------------- 
THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 

BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Spowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws, either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible, What Is Itl A pamphlet containing 

eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "th~ fall." Price 10 

,cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture c1aimed to predict the 
coming of Christ has · any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDON ALD. 

The Candidate. 

Who comes and gra!'ps you by the hand, 

And welcomes you with greeting bland, 

And flattery you can't withstand? 


The candidate~ 
Who says the country's going to smash 
Unless you help llis side to thrash 
The other side, with vote and cash? 

The candidate. 
Who, 'when his victory is won, 
Will straight forget all you have done, 
And look out sharp for Number One? 

The candidate. 

THE 'zeal of religious workers is always 
to be commended, but sometimes they lead' 
their less zealous brethren to smile at their 
methods. In a recent advertisement of a 
camp meeting there is at least a business
like tone, though it might strike some peo
ple as being too familiar. A cordial invi
tation was extended to all to come and 
work for the salvation of souls, and it was 
added that "the presence of Jesus is ex
pected." This is a reminder of a story 
which a Presbyterian clergyman used to 
tell of. a preacher in Fulton, N. Y. He 
wanted to get up an interest in a protracted 
meeting and very much desired the pres
ence of eloquent Brother Phinney. Brother 
Phinney, however, was engaged at a higher 
figure ' in another town, and it was doubtful 
if he could be secured. The earnest brother 
apparently wanted to be prepared for this 
emergency and so he prayed, "Lord, thou 
knowest what a wicked place Fulton is. 
Have mercy on us and send us Brother 
Phinney. - Do send us Brother Phinney. 
But if thou canst not send us Brother 
Phinney, do come thyself." 

HERE is a new way for a girl to get rid 
of a late beau who is im pervious to all hints. 
She gives him a paper and pencil, with one 
of her sweetest smiles, and says, " Now make 
a row of eleven ciphers, and' make a per
pendicular mark down on the right hand of 
the first cipher, upward on the right of the 
fourth, downward on the right of the fifth, 
upward on the right of the seventh and 
eighth, downward on the, tenth. The 
marks should be half an inch in length." 
Ask him what he has written. The effect 
is electrical. 

WHEN Dublin Cathedral was reopened 
after restoration at the expense of a Mr. 
Wise, the archbishop took for his text, "Go 
thou and do like Wise." Not to be out
done, a clergyman in his diocese, when 
opening a church built by a brewer, said 
his text would be found in He brews xxx. 

"DON'T sleep with your 'mouth open," 
said Fred to his younger brother, co You 
should breath through your nose." "But 1 
don't know when my mouth's open. What 
do you do when you wake up and find your 
mouth open?" "What do I do? Why, I 
get up and shut it." 

U Do you'see me?" said the colored man 
boastfully, as he passed behind the mule. 
"Yes," replied the mule, "and raise you." 

SOMETHING NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS, : 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For 	Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

I'rice ........................... $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. \V ASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass~ 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers or California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif~ 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture an.d sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE. 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the Amerfcan .. 

Secular Union. 
-:0: 

This is the best presentation of thp. ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0: 
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San l'rancisco. 

Ii kara.t Gold Scarf Pin ..............................$ 4 0 
10 kara.t Golll. smaH size Badge PiD.................. 2 0 
14 karat Gold. small size Badge Pin............. . .. •. 2 75 
14 kara~ Gold. smail size Badge Pin with DiamonJ, $5. 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larl(e Badge l'in...... ............... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large }3l1.(lge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold. Hl11all lJharm (for wdch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Sma 1 Charm (for watch ChaiU} .... : .. 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain....... 5 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ....... 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond- Ii ilO 

*This is a full-bodied diamond,-sl"t 80 that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 
en~dD:r~~~!ya~;}~~~ieS~~dcl~s:.nd , guaranteed aa repro-

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, . 
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco. Ca!

rs impart a delicious flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, and 
regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood~ 323 Eddy 
s~reet, San Francisco, Cal. 	 .Dr~ · Wood's Rhubarb 8I 

-tte 
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WATCHFUL WATCH..BUYERS· WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRAN~ED ' 'tVATCHES AN~ WATCH WORK. 

Vnequalcd in quality and price. All" carefuily exaniin~d before shipment and accom'panied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN,; who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.~Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; I I jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50' In 3-ounce 

. Coin Silver 'case, $11, $12.50; $I5~50,and $19.50. ; IIi 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $1 6; II 
jewels, $17.5°; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24'.5°; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1' and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27 .50; do~, adjusted, 
$31.50. In -special artistic engraved ' Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; aperfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.5°; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do_, hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31;' do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in. I4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases; '$18, 
. $20, $26;' 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
. 	 cent below lowest market price., Rings, .Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25: 

do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

, prices or send better goods. 
. SUNDRIES. 

Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' ir.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6~00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in_ from eyes, and I can fit you.) Ele~ant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

nest Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings ·5° 
6.RogersEros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings ·7° 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 

Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

. All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

, returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BA~GES see other column of this paper. 

NEW' BOOKS. 
Any of the following works may be ordere'd 

through this office, and will be sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a SystematIc Arrangement of ' 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $LClO. 

"The book is of most excellent spirit and great 
ability."-Public Opinion. 

"Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand 
unites the rival theories of the Idealists alJd Real
ists."-Watts's Literary Guide. 

"Dr. Carus expounds ttIe principles of Monism 
in a most able manner, and WIth so little technlcal 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure."-Secular Thought, Toronto. 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 

A Study in Experimpntal Psychology. By Alfred 
Binet. Price, 75 cents. . 

.. The essays constitute a'I>0werful 'and maste~.Iy 
argument, thoroughly supported by observed t'aCts/.t' 
-New York Tribu1te. ' .. ; '):t1 " , :'l:': 
THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON · 

. THE SC1E!'lCE OF. THOUGHT. By F. 1I1a.x.:, 
lIlittler. Pnce, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the !:>cience of Langu.ige." 
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, 

IS cents. Being a disquisitiQn upon the devel· 
opment of the idea of God in human thought and 
history. . 

,: An effort to purify our idea of God."-Lite
1"ary World, London. 

"The writer defines God as "The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with much ' 
solid argument."-Watts's Literary Guide,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be· 

tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
10 cents. 

" In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mind."-Elite News, Chicago. 

. A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA. 

LIFIED PH YSlCIAN, and 
the mest Buccessful (in his 
specialty) as his practke will 
surely prove. The Doctor 
treats all thol\e peculia.r dis
easts of young and middle
aged men such, as seminal 
weakn~~s. impotency. &c., re
sulting from indescretiou and 
igJ~orance of youth. Those who' 
are ailing should Bend ten (10 
cents for his book, "Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the Joung for instruc
tion and the a1Hicted for relief, . 

All Communications Strictly Oonfidential. 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent sealed . 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLO''''S, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
/:lay where you saw this Advertisement. . 

[From the Washinl:ton National View.) . 
Dr. Fellows. of Vineland. New Jersey offers his valuable 

services to a1\ thoso in need of a kind, sympatbetic and . 
skillful pbysician. Similiar advertisements from unreliable 
practitioners have been. ~sailed and e;cposed by the pre68,
but, Dr. Fellows, a specIalIst, in hIS hne, stands foremos' 
in hi~ prGfeBSion, and.the ~ncomiums show~red Upon him 
publIcly as well as lD pnvate, are tlattenng evidences of 
the high appreciation and confiuence his long and conscien. 

t~~~ry~:~~!f~~h~:, S~ift~e:a}~ t~itJ~~~~~n have 80 

. A Testimonial. 
WE&T LIBERTY. 0., Aug. 12,1888 . 

. Dn. R. P. FELLows-Dear Sir: The remedy you sent 
is working like a charm. I a.m completely surprised the way
it acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one week, 
a.nd that wealwesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out aU 
right. Yours reslJectfully, .J. :R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fafr sample' of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from aU parts of the United States 
from young. middltl ·a.ged IUld elderly men, suffering from 
various kinds of sexua~ cO,mplaims, out who are now cured . 
by . roy ·External ApplicatlOn, the greatest of aU known 
remedies for this class of di~eases. AS 1 am an out·and-out· 
Liberal 1 trust the Freethinkers of the J and will give me 
their patronage, and not. wasta their time and money OD 
Christian doctoIllo . ~ • . • DR• . FELLOW&. . ._ 

WANT TO K ow

Circulars Jitu. 

Men, Women, and Gods: 
By-Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert 
G..·Ingersoll. Price, So cents. 

" 


~ Sho,rt History of th.e Bible. 
Being a popular account of the formation and 

Development of ,the Canon. By aronson C. 

Ke~l.er. Price~ So cents. 
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RA·TION ALe 0 M M U N ISM ,. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republio of North Amerioa 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

tis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picturt:. of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi-~ 
pIes of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WIL 'L 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN· THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 


AhiERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTN'A!l & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, So cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should W~d.-
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
confessional. Prics, $ 1 • So. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
mlts. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

~THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discuasion be~ween Gladstolle. Huxley, Mullet, Linton 
Beville on the Conflici between Geneaia ·aodGeolOU 
~60cauta. . 

LATES.T FASHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS POR...................... ~. ~ ........................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR .................... "0" •••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••• 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDER FOR........ ·... t •••••••••• . •••••• •••• •••••••••••• •••••• 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
C~.4.S. ~. :B"UFl.Cl-DlL.4.N". 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIPTH STREET 101

l"'<..b;.Nl::S~URG·S WON.K~. 
G ~PACIFIC CltRRIAGE C(). False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S cents 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it ~ 
BUSINESS .OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 

by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and MorOLIVER IIINCKr.If.Y SUPERINTENDENT ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Butter at!. ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 

and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery . Telephone 1950. Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
public. .,:r A. REED. 'Fathers of the RepubUc. Paine, Washington, 

FIRST-CLASS , Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 
Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc

tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 

BOOTS & SHOES 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this . Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, SI. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

P. A. CLARK. CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY Sabbath-Breaking. CI This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the SabbathNURSERIES. from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The .question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the SabCLAHK BROS:', ·'PROPRIETORS, 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabhath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Culture a Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T ............ ~ n :_"" ........ ,.. ..... , ... ~ e.. ,..,..on:.c:". ~
SPecialty. 
"WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Have at Th6ir Nnrseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Tbe .Fallo Teachings of tho Christian Church. Orders ,Filled knd Delivered on Short Notice. Price, 10 centa. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards Slinday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

and Vineyards. The Foolishness of Prayer... Price, 10 cents. 
Address 

CLARK BROS., The .Catholin Church and the Public Schools. 
Pnce, 5 cents. 

P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 Gents. 1 
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JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The G lory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

. Putnam's" Glory of Infidelity" is·one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

..The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10.CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

FRED· 8. LUGE,INGERSOLL'S vVOH.l~S. 
.., 

The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 
lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum
·boldt," <, Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, '1.25· 
Contl'lnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, 

· Woman, and Child," "Tne Declaration of In
· dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
"'I he Grant Banquet," "The }{ev. Alexander 
Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

Some Mistakes of ..MoSI'. P .. per, So cents; 
· cloth, $1 25. " • 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
cloth, $1 25. 

What Must We Do to be Saved'? Paper, 25 
c~ntJ; . 

The Cftristian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, 
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 
SI per dozen, postpaid. ., 

Ingersoll Catechised: His-Answers to a Num-. 
ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi 
tor of the Salt Franciscan.. 5 cents, 50 cents 

:per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, '3•. 

Vlndioation of Thomas Paine from the attacks 
or the New York Oburll".. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large sue 
octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

lagersolt's Lfctures Complete. Bound in one 
Yolu.me, containing over 1,300 pages. $5. 

House &, FreFco Painter 
CALCIMINING. 

113 Eddy street, San Francisco. 

The Open Court. 
AWeeklyJournal ofReverent Freethought. 

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 

Ethics, and Religion. 


Suoscrijlion for twelve months, -$2.00. 

--Specimen Copies free on application.-

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO., 
169-175 LlJ Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

. P. O. Drawilr F. 

WM. W. NOBLE, 

Merchant Tailor. 

7222 BrOOKTON BT. 
Bet. Pacific and Broadway. 

DRESS SUITS A SPECIALTY. 
Kearny and Montlromery st. Cars pass by. 

Temperance and Prohibition, 
BY G. H. STOCICH.~M, M.D., 

Sets forth the merits of moral suasion as opposed 
to force in settling the liquor question. 
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cti. Address this office 

PUTNAM'S 'WORKS. 

The New God. lac. The·New God was mad. 
by ~n a.rtist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly. mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Ro6
".t G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderin(Js. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livng spirit of to-day."-,7ohn Swint/m's
PIIIW'. ~ 

,Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

"dami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. "A mag~ 
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is tald 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet."-TM ·Ullivlru. 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. F6ole's Healtll 
Monthly. ;. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Plice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal,and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related. c It is well worth reading. "-Btlsltln 
I1JfustivattW_ 

PrOmtMiCus: A Poem. Price, fl. "It is 
crammed with life, thought and profound emo

, tion, poured forth, it seems to me, with ex
traonlinary richness and beauty."-Dr. Henry 
W. Bellows. Q 	 r 

Gottlieb: 	 His life' O!t Love Triumphant. A 
Romance of Eartb, Heaven and Hell. Price, 
25 cents. "To describe all the beauties of 
this simple, yet touchingly told little tale, 
would be a work of which 1 confess myself 
utterly incapable. To realize what it is, you 
must read the book itself. 1 have never read 
anything so exquiiitely beautiful and good ill 
all my life before."- Elmin. Drak Slinker. 

FAIR PLAY. 
-15 A WEEKLY

SOCIOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 

Published at VALLEY FALLS, KANSAS,. by 

E. C. WALKER and LILLIAN HARMAN • 
FAIR PLAY advocates the Selfhood of all 
women and men. One of its specialties is the 
sex problem, and another the related one of in
dustrial and financial liberty. It aims to excel 
in the clear, forCible, and fitting enunciation of 
pressing truths. Its Publishers want you-thous
ands of you-to become subscribers. But you 
do not wish to invest at first St!venty-Five cents 
for one Year or Forty Cents for Six months, yet 
you can easily spare a dime and that is not 
much to risk? Very well, send us 

TEN CENTS FOR SIX WEEKS/ 
A Pioneer is one who opens a way where oth

ers may follow, and we hope that PIONEER 
SUBSCRIPTION to FAIR PLAY will be fol
lowed ·by others', and by your regular su bscrip
tion. WALKER & HARMAN, 

Valley Falls, Kansas. 
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THE Congregation of St. George's Episcopal church, St. Cather
ine's, have found an effective way of dealing with an unpopular 
pastor. In order to get rid of their rector, they have voted that his 
salary shlll be $1 per annum instead of $1,500. No clergyman 
will stand such a reduction as that without striking. 

THE Rev. Martin Horensen, an Episcopal clergyman of Coun
cil Bluffs, Iowa, deliberately cut his throat in a woodshed in the 
rear of his premises November 23, and bled to death. We men
tion the case because it is charged by the Rev. Talmage, and 
echoed by ministers all over the country, that Infidelity leads to 
suicide, but Dr. Horensen's case and many other similar cases 
show that the paths of belief lead to the same end much more 
frequently. 

ARE not the Mormon church, the Catholic church, and all 
other churches perfectly consistent in claiming supreme power? 
If God is supreme and if the churches are the custodians of his 
word, why should they not speak with authority? That is the 
question, but the truth is that the head of the Mormon church or 
the pope of Rome knows as little about the will of God as does 
the most ignorant Digger Indian. Convince people of this, and 
the matter of church supremacy is settled forever in the negative. 

A RETUR~ED missionlry, who hl.s been mlny years in Japan, 
has just been snowing some curious effects of culture in that 
country. It seems that the Japanese have seized upon the idea 
of secular education with great avidity. While only seven thou
sand children go to school where religious knowledge is a part of 
the curriculum, over three millions attend where the teaching is 
purely Agnostic. The young men develop a keen love for 
metaphysical doctrine and research, but their favorite authors are 
MIll, Spencer, Darwin, and Huxley. Japan is a mountainous 
country for missionaries. 

THE" Messenger,O' organ of the Young Men's Christian As
sociation, some time ago contained this recommendation of a 
representative Christian worker: 

" Mr. E. Glencross Grant, one of our lDost active members, has ~ecent1y 
entered into the firm of The ~ull ~ Grant Agri..lturllol Implement Com. 

pany of San Francisco and Los Angeles, and has for the present taken 
up his abode in Los Angeles, a fact which is decidedly regretted by his 
many friends here, as we are sorry to lose him from our corps of workers. 
Mr. Grant was a member of the Devotional and Visitation of the Sick 
Committees, and had charge of the consecration meeting every Saturday 
evening at 9 o'clock for the past month." 

Mr. E. Glencross Grant is now wanted by the police. Be is 
a forger and embezzler to the amount of $30,000. He is sure 
of a harp in the next world. 

ONE of our city clergymen has recently delivered a lecture on 
"Doubt and its Cure," in discussing which subject he declared 
that the foundation of doubt was ignorance, and that reason and 
experience both led to belief in Christianity. This answered just 
as well as anything better for the young Christians who heard it, 
but if any of them had been acquainted with facts or capable of 
r~asoning, they would have known that what the clergyman said 
was the exact opposite of truth. This is proved by the indisput
able fact that the ignorant seldom doubt, while the more intelli
gent disbelieve. The same reverend gentleman cited the an
tiquity of Christianity as evidence of its truth. It had, he said, 
withstood the assaults of two thousand years, and proved itself 
invincible. He should remember that ignorance has also with
stood the assaults of learning, and still exists to a deplorable de
gree; and if the invincibility of Christianity shows it to be divine, 
how about the invincibility of ignorance? Is that also divine? 
In the language of another, "It won't do." 

RELIGIONISTS IN POLITICS. 

The attempt of the so-called" Gentiles" of Salt Lake City to 
disfranchise the Mormons raises a question that, sooner or later, 
the people of the whole country will be called upon to meet. 
The question is whether men who hold any ecclesiastical law as 
more binding than civil law, and who will swear to stand by the 
laws of the church instead of the laws of the land w~enever the 
two come in conflict, are to be recognized as loyal citizens and 
allowed to vote. In our opinion the church and the state are 
two hostile camps, with the difference that while the state is and 
should be on the defensive, the church is belligerent and perpetu
ally endeavoring to encroach upon the state. The church right
fully resents the interference of the state in ecclesiastical matters. 
As a citizen of the state no man may have a voice in church 
affairs. Why, then, as a member of the church (we refer to that 
branch of the church which holds to ecclesiastical supreIll:acy), 
should any man vote upon state affairs? To illustrate further, 
we will say that state and church represent rival powers-the 
,one a republic, the other a despotism. In the autonomy of the 
despotism a member of the r.epublic is a cipher, and has no 
voice; but every subject of the despotism, on the other hand, is 
given an equal right with all others to control the affairs of the 
republic, This strikes \IS as a wholly one-sided arrangement, 
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and viewing the matter in this light the Gentiles of Utah are 
perfectly justified in questioni;ng the loyalty and voting power of 
the Mormons. 

But there is a wider application to be made than that which 
touches the insignificant sect called Mormops, and the H handful 
of American citizens" living in Utah. We m~st take into 
account the confl~t between the nine or ten millions of Roman 
Catholics in this country, and the loyal people of th~ United 
States. These mi l1ions of subjects of the Romish despotism are 
as much opposed to state supremacy as are the Mormons of 
Utah. They place the pope at the head of all powers. In the 
declaration by a Roman Catholic prelate at the recent conference 
in Baltimore, that the pope should never be the subject of any 
government, the same principle was asserted that ruled before 
the Reformation; the principle under which the pope made and 
unmade kings~/ The pope now demands temporal sovereignty 
and political indepeQdence of the government of Italy. At 
present he must pay his taxes and observe the laws of Italy like 
any other citizen, but he desire!!, to throw off these obligations 
and re-establish his sovereignty in Rome. He would have his 
embassadors in every royal court and he would send his emissary 
to Washington to be recognized as the representative of a foreign 
power. He speaks of the members of his church in this country 
as his H children," but they are as much his subjects as an un
naturalized Englishman is a subject of the queen. 

The Mormons can argue that they owe allegiance to no foreign 
potentate; that the head of their church is a resident of this 
country; and that in applying for naturalization papers they do 
forswear all other powers than that inhering in citizens of the 
United States, But the.Catholic can make no such plea. .The 
I!ish Catholic, for instance, gladly relinquishes the protection of 
the British government under which he has lived in his native 
land, and against which he has been all his life in rebellion, and 
as cheerfully accepts that of his adopted country, but he merely 
transfers his person, not his loyalty. He was a subject of Rome 
in Ireland, and he is a subject of Rome in America. 

Thus the question arises again, Can the &J.lbject of the despot
ism xote in the republic before he has renounced his allegiance 
to the despot? If this question is answered negatively in the 
case of the Mormons it must for still stronger reasons be an
swered in the negative when asked concerning Roman Catholic~. 
\Ve would like to see the matter discussed by the politicial.s if 
~here is a politiCian with backbone enough to touch it. 

SCHWEINFURTH THE CHRIST. 

The editor of the Argus, Alpena, Mich., says under date of 
October 30; 

"Schweinfurfl, the man who claims to be the Christ, has been 
in the city the past week looking after his small flock in this 
place. It is his first visit in three years. In former times he 
made frequent visits here, but at present there is not much finan
cial inducement for. him to come, and the custom has been for 
the Alpena members of the sect to go to the headquarters in. 
Illinois. There is one thing in regard to this peculiar sect, and 
that is, Schweinfurth has managed to make a first-class living out 
of his deluded followers,\and is reported to be wealthy. We 
have frequently stated our opinion of the sacnlegious impostor 
in this paper, and kI1JW no reason to change our belief in regard 
to him. This is a free country, however, and if his followers are 
so weak-minded as to believe he is the Christ, it is their privi
lege. Schweinfurth has a good thing of it 'at the expense of the 

sect, and no doubt proposes to maintain his grip on them. It is 
likely he agrees with the motto of Puck: , What fools these mor
tals be,' when he thinks of the manner he has fooled them in 
believing him to be Christ. Queer things are done in this 
country under the name of religion. A man with a fluent tongue 
can easily start a religion of his own, get it patented, and enlist 
weak-minded followers. The people 1ike to be humbugged, and 
Schweinfurthis a first-class illustration as to how it can be done." 

A RENEWAL AND A NEW NAME~ 

We are sending out reminders this \\reek to some of our sub
scribers that their time has expired. In renewing it is hoped 
that each may make an endeavor to send in the name of a new 
subscriber. 

THE PRESS AND THE COURTS. 

Judge Shafter of the Superior Court of San Francisco, in sen
tencing a criminal a few days ago, gave utterances to these 
sentimenl; : 

"In regard to the interCerence of the public press in this case, I must 
say that the articles published are all alike in tenor and effect. These 
publications are criminal on their face; they are disreputable to the pub
lic press and contemptuous to the courts and the officials eiected to car
ry out the laws. The persons who publish and write these things claim 
exemption Crom punishmerit, but I denounce them as criminals under the 
criminal laws of this state, and no community which suffers them to ex
ist can be cal~d civilized or Christian. I cannot punish them in open 
court, but if the matter is brought to my attention in proper form byaffi
davits I shall mete out to them the severest punishment." 

A great deal of discussion has been raised by this expression 
of opinion, as, if Judge Shafter is right, a court, however cor
rupt, ~s exempt from public criticism, and a paper lays itself lia
ble to prosecution for contempt if it even reports judicial pro
ceedings. Among the many who have spoken upon the subject 
none has come nearer, in our judgment, to a legal and just state
ment of the case than Colonel Ingersoll, and we here introduce 
an interview between the colonel and a member of the press: 

" Suppose a reporter makes a report that he as well as others consid
ers impartial, and the court differs from him; is he to be punished, if the 
court pleases ?" 

" Of course every court has a right to protect itself from inter
ference from disturbance to the end that it may discharge its du
ties so far as protecting itself is concerned. But the expression 
of opinion by making any reports not in the presence of the 
court or in a way that hinders or interrupts its business cannot 
be called contempt. In such cases the court can do nothing by 
way of arresting and punishing for contempt. A judge has the 
same remedy that a private person has and no other. It is the 
duty of the court to guard the rights of the suitors, to prevent 

_ their cases being prejudiced by false or malicious reports of ju
dicial proceedings, and there may be cases in which false re
ports might properly subject" the maker to punishment for a 
contempt, but it can be no offense to make true reports and no 
offense beyond a technical one to make incorrect reports." ' 

"Suppose a court is openly and notoriously dishonest and unfair, and 
a newspaper says so, do you think the court has a right to punish that 
editor ?" 

" If the court is corrupt, the editor of a paper, knowing that 
fact, has not only the right but it is his duty to say so, and no 
such court has the right to punish him. He would be entitled 
to testify and to show the truth of what he published, and if he 
did this, there certainly would be no offense. He would then 
be guilty of h3tving disctlarged a public duty. Under the circum
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stances supposed, the editor would be in the right, and the court 
could do nothing except, to resign. Every court ought to be 
able to stand the truth. No editor should charge a judge with' 
dishonesty, unle3s he had the best of proof. Neither should 
comments be made on trials calculated to prejudice the rights 
of either party. 

"I believe that no man can be entitled to greater respect than 
a just judge, and certainly no human 'being can be lower than a 
corrupt judge. It" is of immense importance to llS all to' have an 
independent, intelligent and honest judiciary, and it is also of 
immense importance to us all to have an intelligent, independent, 
and honest press. 'No editor can be technically guilty of an of
fense by publishing the truth in regard to courts." 

THE DUNGEON'S GLOOM FOR SLANDERERS. 
I 

'Ve hereby acknowledge the receipt of the appended letter, 
addressed to "Samuel P. Putnam and George E. Macdonald, 
Editors and Publishers of FRl!:ETHOUGHT, 504 Kearny street, San 
Francisco:" 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Nov. 25, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: I have just had' handed to me a copy of your issues of 

November 9th and 23d. 
In the issue of the 9th I read these words: 
,; Mr. Haskell is tonguey if not profound * * [the audience] ap

peared fatigued," etc., the whole account clearly showing a personal 
prejudice against myself. 

I~ the issue of tbe 23d I see this: 
" If he is a rogue, as some people say, he is the most intense rogue 

that I ever saw." 
"I have little doubt that it will result in electing Mr. Haskell to some 

lucrative public office." 
I do not know either of you gentlemen personally, and I do not think 

you know me. I am therefore a't a loss to know what personal animus 
there can be between us. 

You have stated in print, however, that "some people" say I am "a 
rogue." If you will be kind enough to give me the names of any men 
who have said that, I will attend to my own vindication, and with them. 

S.!ven years in the Socialist movement in San Francisco has of course 
taught me that secret enemies must swarm in the track of any man who 
does his duty in that cause. 

And though I have unearthed many of them, yet I never found one 
who would stand by what he s~cretly whispered, openly and above 
board to my face. Very truly YOlHS, BURNETTE G. HASKELL. 

P. S.-Of course you are at liberty to show this to "some people" or 
any people, 'and with this addition: 

That if any mau, here or elsewhere, will put his name to any written 
or printed statement involving my character as a gentleman, a man of 
honor, or an honest person, I will, through the law of libd, give him in
stant opportunity to prove his ,case publicly be for'! 'the courts and go 
free, or to cool his imagination and malice alike, within the four walls 
of a cell. 

That Mr. Haskell should have reached the conclusion that the 
editors of FREETHOUGHT harbor personal prejudice against him 
gi'ves us deep pain. No such prejudice exists. We are perfectly 
willing to acknmvledge his possession of all the talents and virtues 
whereof he is seized. We know him to be a man of great ora
torical force and literary vigor. We have known of him as a 
shining light, albeit an ignis-fatuus, in the Labor move~ent for 
numerous years, but if he imagines that we intend to maintain 
that he is not a gentleman of honor and a distinguished scholar, 
he is much in error. There are, however, persons in this city 
who will say that Mr. Haskell is not all he should be, and if these 
choose to accept his challenge to prove the same and go free or 
enjoy the hospitality of the county jail, such is their privilege. 
For ou~ p~r~" we desire to see Mr. Haskell vindicated. If any 

gentleman knows aught to his credit he should speak at once, 
and not let concealment, like a worm in the bud, feed on his 
damask cheek. 

It is regretted that our correspondent is under the necessity of 
having a copy of FREETHOUGHT "handed" to him. He should 
subscribe. Per annum, $2; six months, $1; sample copies free. 

HUXLEY AND THE "DIEGESIS." 

A few weeks ago a subscriber of FREETHOUGHT who had read 
the discussion between Professor Huxley and the Rev. Dr. Wace 
on "Christianity and Agnosticism" took occasion to inquire how 
it happened that both the disputants ignored the historical matter 
contained in the "Diegesis" of' the Rev. Robert Taylor; and 
concluding that Huxley had never read Taylor'S work, he sug
gested that the professor be furnished with a copy and his opin
ion of the work solicited. Through Mr. Charles A. Watts, of 
London, the "Diegesis" was forwarded to .the great Agnostic, 
and the following reply is the result: 

. October 30, 1889. 
DEAR SIR: I am much obliged for Taylor'S "Die~esis." I do not 

wish to appear ungrateful to your American correspondent; but I must 
confess that, if he has any knowledge of the subject, and he has read 
Taylor'S work, I am at a loss to imagine why he should want anyone 
else to waste his time in the same way. 

Taylor is not without learning and acuteness, and he has studied the 
older German rationalists to some purpose; moreover, a man who dates 
his letters from Oakham Jail may be forgiven for a great deal of strong 
language. S,ixty years 'since such a book as the "Diegesis" was, to say 
the least, excusable; there could be no possible excuse for putting for
ward such absurd stu·ff-as a 'great deal of it is-now. I am 

Yours faithfully, T. H. HUXLEY. 

If this is all Professor Huxley has to say about the masterly 
work of Taylor, he has hardly repaid the trouble of getting his 
OpInIOn. Robert Taylor, in the "Diegesis," summed up certain 
alleged historical facts concerning the origin and evidences of 
Christianity, and explained the myth of Christ and his apostles 
on a very plausible and ingenious astronomical theory. Leaving 
the theory out of the question, the historical facts remain to be 
dealt with. If they are sound, Christianity is not left a peg 
whereon to hang its hat, and the" Gadarene pig story" and other 
miracles faJ.I to the ground because the central figure, the gospel 
Jesus, is proved to have been a figment of the oriental imagin
ation. What our correspondent desired to know, as we under
stood it, was whether, in Professor Huxfey's opinion, Taylor had 
stated the historical truth or had stated things that were untrue. 
History is one thing, theory is another; and while Taylor's theory 
is not generally accepted as final, his statements are still to be 
impeached. Did the Rev. Robert Taylor tell the truth when 
dealing with matters purely historical, or did he not? That is 
the question for Professor Huxley to pass upon, and which he 
has not touched in his dismissal of the "Diegesis" as "ahmrd 
stuff." 

MEETINGS for all who are interested in the discussion of eco
nomic and political questions will be held at 909! Market street, 
San Francisco, on every Sunday of December, at 2 and 7 :45 
P.M. There will be free discussion. 

NEWSPAPER correspondents in the' new RepUblic of Brazil re
pJrt th3.t there is difficulty in sending accurate reports of· the 
state of affairs to the' foreign press, 'because' " the government ex
ercise::; a close supervision over: all dispatches." It is evident 
th'lt the le3.den; of Brazil's revolution have established a republic 
wit~lOut knowing what it means. 
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Is Freethought conducive' to long and' happy married life? 'It 
would seem so, especia1ly in California. In the brief existence 
of this paper we have had the pleasure of chronicling the golden 
weddings of Mr. and Mrs. N. D. Goodell, of Sacramento, and of 
,Mr. and Mrs. L. Parker, of Anaheim, readers of FREETHOUGHT; 
and now come the cards for the fiftieth wedding anniversary of 
the Hon. A. Schell and wife, of Knight's Ferry. This latter 
event takes place December 5, 1889, and we extend our hearti
est congratulations a?d best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Schell. Long 
life and good luck I 

--------~----------
A REPORT is in circulation in England to the effect that Glad

stone has privately been received into the Catholic church. Mr. 
Gladstone maintains a deep interest in religious matters and is 
now engaged in a work on "The Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture," but it is not believed that he has reached the 'conclu
sion expressed in the above title through his recent discussion 
with Colonel Ingersoll., 

THE lecture by the Rev. Dr. Cruzan on "Our American Bar
ons and Their Serfs" appears in this issue; With the example 
of the Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost before him, :Mr. Cruzan shows 
considerable disregard of known consequences in thus espousing 
a cause that is frowned upon by the orthodoxy which he repre
sents. It is hoped that he has selected a soft place to light upon 
when he has to jump. 

. THERE is a decided ring of business in President W estbrook~s 
contribution' this week. We cannot agree with him in his dec
laratioll that the American Secular Union has accomplished little 
or nothing, because we know that it has accomplished a good 
deal; but when he tells us of the work to be done and of his 
determination to do it, every Liberal in the country must be with 
him in all enthusiasm. 

, AFFLICTION falls heavily up;)n our Liberal brother, W. S. Rodg
ers, of Boulder Creek. Le3s than a year ago his wife and infant 
child were buried together, leaving six young children to the 
father's care; and on the 21St inst. the fifth of the little ones died 
of acute bronchitis. 1\1:r. Rodgers has the sympathy of all who 
know him through his open-handed aid of the Liberal cause" 
and of all' his personal acquaintances, by whom he is held iv. the 
highest esteem. 

SURELY THIS MEANS SUCCESS. 

The responses alrea~y received to the proposition to form a 

Freethought Publishing Company show that a popt;lar vein has 

been struck-that the right plan has been adopted. This seems 

to be the universal verdict. Business men acknowledge it to be 

a good business enterprise.' Every one inte~e~teci in the'c'ause 

sees in this co-operative movement a chance to help, and to help 

effectually. There never was 'a better opportunity to build up a 

solid Freethought organization. .It is not best that the paper 

should be in the hands of a few. 'Let a, thousand Liberals own 

andcontrol it. Let 'it' be the representative organ of this great 

West. Let friends read the names of, those who have already 

contributed, and their indorsement of the plan, and they will see, 

an"assurance of compl~te success. AU that is now necessary is 

tliat every subscriber of FREETHOUGHT who desires the progress 

of'the, paper should sta~d side, oyside wiilithese friend,s w1w" 

have so generously come to _,the front. . Over three hundrecl 

shares are now taken. With five hundred shares taken thecotn:: 

pany will be organized. This should be done before the' begin~ 

ning of the new, year. Let those who are ready to join repo!t 

without delay. This method of future work having been deter~ 

mined on, the sooner it is under way' the better, for ~ime is 

money in this as in every other enterprise. Read these letters: 

MARSHFIELD, OR., Nov. 20, .I 889. 
DEAR SIRS: Yours of Nov. 17came to hand, and Mrs. Mark is 

willing to take, two shares at $5 each, and I will take three shares. 
This will be paid any lime called for. Yours truly, F. MARK; 

STOCKTON, Nov. 22, 1889. 
FRIENDS: I received your circular. !fyou carry the torchlight 

of FREETHOUGHT steadily along as you have the past two years, I 
think your two thousand subscribers will take shares enough to 
establish the Freethought Publishing Company and the book 
store. By request I send you the names of Mr. Willard T. 
Jones, one share; Mrs. Willard T. Jones, one share; Mrs. J. C. 
Gage, one share; J. C. Cage, one share. Yours truly, 

• J. C. GAGE. 

ALBANY, OR., Nov. 21, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: Your circular of 17th inst. duly, received. I un-' 

derstand you are going to organize an association to be known as 
the Freethought Publishing Company. I think it a good scheme 
and like to support it as much as 1 can. I am about broke at 
present, but you can put me down for five shares just the same. 

. Your sincere friend, CHRIS. E. HOWLAND. 

HELENA, MO~T., Nov. 21, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: Inclosed find $10, five for my subscription for 

FREETHOUGHT, and the other five dollars for a share in the Free
thought Publishing Company. Every Liberal should assist this 
laudable object. With best wishes for success, 

HENRY C. YAEGER. 

ANAHEIM, CAL., Nov. 22, 1889. 
. DEAR SIRS: The plan to establish a Freethought Publishing 

Company is excellent, and one that should meet' with cordial 
support from every Liberal on this coast. I am in a hard streak 
at present and am unable to contribute as freely as I would like 
to, but I will strain a point and try to take five shares now, and 
when my affairs assume a better shape-if they ever do--I will 
take more. Truly yours, S. LITTLEFIELD. 

SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 21, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD: With the Freethought Publishing 

, Company, which you suggest, in San Francisco, I am fully in 
sympathy. It would put our noble and enterprising FREETHOUGHT 
on a more solid basis and give us a Home House that would be 
a benefit to all the Liberals on the Pacific Coast. I shall cer
tainly take one or more shares. Very truly yours, 

S. W. CLARK. 

CHRISTINE, CAL., Nov. 22, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: I think your plan of organizing a Freethought 

Publishing Company on this coast, such as you propose in your 
circular, will be a grand thing for Liberalism. I would like .t9; 
take a good many shares, but in the mean time will promise to, 
take one. . JONAS l\IYERS., " 

: PORTLAND, OR., Nov. 21, 1889~':-
DEAR SIRS: In reply to yours of the 17th inst. I will say, put 

me down for one share~ I may take more. I believe you will 
get the shares all taken; it's a good thing. Please drop a card 
stating what lowe on my paper account, and oblige, 

Yours for humanity, C. W. SAUNDERS. ;":,: 

> , "EUREKA, 'cAL., N()v. ,19".1889. - ~ 
:FRIENDMACriONALD: Yours of November 14 came, to ,hand" 
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yesterday. I approve of your idea and will take ten shares; I 
s~w Mr. Quosig, who promised to take five shares. I am well 
aware that those who expect dividends in the near. future may be 
disappointed. For my part I prefer the satisfaction of hav:ng 
done my share to help crush superstition, to dividends. Get as 
many interested as you can, the more the better. As a rule, 
joint stock companies are institutions where a few big fish eat up 
the small fry; but I hope that those who take stock in this are 
more interested in spreading the light than in accum ulating pelf. 

Hoping your enterprise will succeed, I am, as ever, yours fra
ternally, ROBERT GUNTHER. 

CALISTOGA, CAL" Nov. 22, 1889." 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, ESQ., Dear Sir: Your letter ,is at hand. 

I was glad to hear a Freethought Publishing Company is to be 
started. I am good for two shares, and my friend, Dan. Mac
donald, takes one. I am satisfied with the paper and will take 
it as long as it is published. JOHN DUl\IBACHER. 

SIERRA CITY, CAL., Nov. 21, 1889. 
GEl'>.'TLEMEN: Yours of the 17th is at hand. I am glad to say I 

am well-pleased with your paper. You can count on me for 
five dollars for one share. I hope that you will be successful. 

GEO. W. WILSON. 

OAKDALE, CAL., Nov. 19, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your circular proposing to 

organize a FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY to hand, and con
tents noted. , You may mark me down for two shares, ten dol
lars, to help the enterprise along. Fraternally yours, 

R. H. ENDICOTT. 

SAN JOSE, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. 
MR. PUTNAM, Dear Sir: I am willing to tak.e two shares of 

FREETHOUGHT stock, and if you should not get sufficient sub
cribers I might take five. Yours in the hope of success, 

L. MAGENHEIMER. 

OAKDALE, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAl't1 & MACDONALD: I have received your notice 

of organizingaFREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. I am pleased 
with the idea, and hope you will meet with success. You can 
put my name down for five shares. Yours, JOHN HUBBEL. 

UNIVERSITY, Los ANGELES, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. 
To the Editors of Freetnought:. 

In answer to yours I will say that I intend to take one share at 
least. I would like to see Liheralliterature have a better chance 
for distribution. All the present book stores seem to be afraid 
of it. Yours truly, L. SCHLEGEL. 

OPHIR, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear Sirs: Good enough. Book 

my wife and me for one share apiece in the FREETHOUGHT 
PUBLISHING COMPANY, and the money will be forthcoming when 
we are notified, or probably before. . 

With high hopes for your success, LEWIS AND ROSA KAISER. 

. STOCKTON, CAL., Nov. 19, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your circular at hand. In 

reply will say that you can put my name down for one share in 
the FEETHOUGHT PUBLl!;HING COMPANY, and if I can possibly do 
more, shall let you know in due time. I am in favor of the pro
posed plan, and trust it will prove a grand succe5S in promulgat
ing Freethought throughout the land. 

Wishing you every success, VICTOR HECK. 

GRAFfON, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. 
FRIEND MACDONALD: Yours of the 13th is received. In re

ply I will say I think your proposition a wise one, and one' that 
should get all the assistance necessary to put it on a firm founda
tion with a full stock of goods. I, . though a laborer, will take 
$50 worthof stock"with the ,expectation of paying a few assess
mentsuntilthebusiness is ,established~ I think all Liberalists 

should' put in what· they can; as' it is the'only' way that many like 
myself have of helping the cause of Freethought, which takes 
from them the superstitions of the past and gives them moralitv 
instead. Respectfully,. N. B. PARNELL.• 

S.\N FRANCISCO, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. ' 
S. P. PUTNAM, Dear Str: You will please place my name on 

your list of subscribers to the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY 
for two shares of its stock. Very truly, ,FRED McMILLAN 

SAN FRAKCISCO, CAL.. Nov. 20, 1889:
MESSRS. PUTNAl\I & MACDONALD, Dear Szrs: I. hereby sub.,.,: 

scribe for four (4) shares in the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COM
PANY. .I wish you succe23 in the new crusade against superstition~ 

. ,W. BOTSFORD, M. D. 

ANAHEm, CAL., Nov. 19, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: \re will take two shares at 

present; may double it in time. 
Yours in the cause of Liberalism, L. and K. PARKER. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.: Nov. 20, 1889. 
GENTLE:\lEN: Your circul~r, Important to Liberals, to hand. 

PU,t my name down for one share. E. A. DENICKE. 

POl\IO, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
FRIEND PUTNAM: Your letter and circular are at hand, I will 

take one share, and perhap3 more when the thing ripens. 
Yours truly, JOHN MEWHINNEY. , 

LIVERMORE, CAL., Nov. 21, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I received yours in due time and 

have come to the conclusion that you may count on me for five 
dollars if you get enough subscribed.. This will be given without 
your issuing any stock to me. Wishing you success, 

M. S. PALl'tIER. 

UINTAH, UTAH, Nov. 20, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Friends: Put my name down for a 

share in the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. I hope I may 
be able to take a few more after a whIle, and the enterprise be a 
grand success. Yours as ever, CHAS. DE LA BAUl\IE. 

HORNITAS, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
REV. SAl't1UEL P. PUTNAM, lJear Szr and Brother: Your circu· 

lar letter is. received. I think the idea a good one and will take 
two shares. I will also make another effort to get new subscrib
ers (which I have been unable to do up to the present). Nearly 
all are Liberals there, but most of them are of the indifferent 
kind. I hope yet to see them get their eyes open to the neces- , 
sity of action. With best wishes for the success of FREETHOUGHT, 
and the health and prosperity of its editors, I remain, 

Fraternally yours, R. W. BARCROFT.-_.....' 

NIPOMO, CAL., Nov. 17, 1889. 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your favor received and 

considered. We think the idea a good one, and our hearts 
are with you. . We will take five shares at $5 each, and WIsh we 
could-take from twenty-five to fifty shares. However, we feel 
that you will have a hearty response to this, that will roll up the 
necessary amount. , Your true friend, JOHN ROBINETT. " 

, ,. OAKLAND, Nov. 23, 1889. 
FRIENDS PUTNAM AND MACDONALD: It behooves every staunch. 

Freethinker to render all assistance in his. power in helping to . 
build the temple of the religion of reason, part of which temple' 
I consider that "voice in the wilderness," our St. John the Bap:"" 
tist, the San J.1"rancisco. FREETHOUGHT; and such I would consider. 
any auxiliary movement tending to help spread the gospel of U. 
M. L. on the Pacific coast. Such movement would be the estab- . 
lishment of a Freethought publishing com pany, of which I w~l1 
take two shares now and add to them next year as my means, 
will permit. The unholy father in Roine receives yearly a 
stream of gold from' his believing. dupes in the shape of Peter's ~ 
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pence, for which he sends his pretended blessings by letter or 
telegraph; said blessings are turned into curses in every land 
wherever disseminated. Surely we Freethinkers can at least do 
our own blessing and try to gather it not from heaven, but from 
the elements of the planet Earth. I remain Yours in the dawn 
of a higher light, H. L. HAELKE. 

BAKERSFIELD, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
FRIEND PUTNAM: I will subscribe for one share of the stock of 

the new enterprise, and only regret that I cannot do more. 
Wishing YO\1 success in all undertakings, I am, dear sir, 

. Yours, N. R. WILKINSON. 

LARGO, CAL., Nov. 21, 1889. 
DEAR SIRs: Your circular letter of the 17th inst. duly received. 

I am pleased to note the effort you are making to advance the 
cause of Liberalism on this coast, and regret that my present 
position will not admit of my giving more substantial aid than 
to take one single share in your proposed enterprise, for I assure 
you I am an out-and-out Freethinker. This is all,however, 
I can promise at present, and when called upon I will hand in 
the five dollars. Yours truly, L. F. LONG. 

KIDDCREEK, Nov. 23, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: I received yours of the 17th inst., and I see 

no reason why your plans as stated in circular should not come 
out all right. As I am situated at present financially I can only 
take two shares, but in the course of a few months I might go a 
little better. I have induced Mr. Henry C. Ogle to take two 
shares. There ought not to be any trouble in selling as many 
shares as will insure the success of FREETHOUGHT. With the 
present editors at the helm it is bound to float. Yours, in the 
cause of truth, W. M. FERGUSON. 

KNIGHT'S FERRY, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
FRIEND MACDONALD: I returned to my home at Red Moun

tain Vineyard last night, and this morning was handed your letter 
and inclosed circular proposing a FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING 
COMPANY in San Francisco. Put me down for ten shares, of $5 
each. With you at the head I may perhaps be induced to take 
more in the future. I think well of such a plan, and· hope there 
may be enough interested in it to insure its success. The more 
Freethought literature is distributed, the better for the cause. 
With Putnam in the field and you at the helm, it must succeed. 
You have made FREETHOUGHT one of the ablest papers in the 
United States. Yours very truly, A. SCHEI.L. 

BOULDER CREEK, Ca1., Nov. 17, 1889. 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: . Your favor in regard to the 

projected Publishing Company is at hand, and in reply will say 
that I think it a good idea. The great trouble with the Free
thought movement has been all along the utter indifference of 
Liberals. Giving those who are interested enough to help in 
this movement a direct interest inthe paper ought to be an im
portant step towards success. Nothing would please me more 
than to see a strong Freethought publishing house established 
here on the Pacific coast. It is what I have hoped to see all 
along. Hard times and many misfortunes will prevent me from 
doing all I could wish just now. You can put me down· for ten 
shares anyway. I will also speak to all· Liberals who will be 
likely to help, and do all I that can to help you. 

Yours sincerely, - W. S. RODGERS. 

SAN JOSE, Nov. 20, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: At a meeting of the San Jose 

Secular Union held on the 17th inst., five of the mem bers present 
expressed themselves in readiness to take shares as follows: Miss 
Wehner one, R. H. Schwartz one, Mr. Pobritz one, L. Magen
heimer two, with pTivilege of more; Mr. Titus, "just as many as 
he could raise the money to take." There was a small attend
ance, or we could have sent more names. We meet again next 
Sunday to try and arrange for a public meeting in the form of a 
short musical and literary programme and-an address, where this 
matter will be brought before the people.· With best wishes for 

the success of your new and· grand enterprise, which we feel con
fident ,,,ill meet with a favorable response from all the Liberals 
on this coast, we remain Fraternally yours, 

SAN-JOSE SECULAR_UNION. 
MRS. R. H. SCHWARTZ, Sec., R. H. SCHWARTZ, Pres.· 

SAN DIEGO, Nov. 18, 1889. 
MR. PUTNAM, Dear Sir: The enterprise you speak of is good. 

I think it will benefit Freethought and the world at large. I will 
take one share in the enterprise and forward money when ar
rangements are perfected. Very respectfully, JAS. BIDWELL. 

CAZADERO, Nov. 18. 1889. 
G. E. MACDONALD, Dear Sir: I hope that the proposition you 

make in your circular will be well supported by the Liberals of 
this coast, and that it may be the means of breaking the shackles 
of superstition that have such control over the human mind. I 
will take ten shares. 

Please send me one dollar's worth of FREETHOUGHT of Nov. 16. 
I like the way you gave it to the president about that Thanks
giving prochtmation. Yours, H. F. EBERS. 

SONOl\IA, CAL., Nov. i 8, 1889. -
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Received your letter, and 

see with pleasure your statement that FREF.THOUGHT promises to be 
self-sustaining and its principles increasing. If everybody would 
help according to his means, there could be very easily a substan
tial company formed. Now, I for my part, don't calculate on 
any gains to be received, or I would say I have no money to 
invest, but I like to help the cause, and so put me down for 
ten shares at $50. Yours truly, En. WEGNER. 

LOTUS, Nov. 21, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN:· Your favor· in regard to organizing the Free

thought Publishing Company, came to hand a few days since, 
and I will say that it strikes me as a good idea, although it is 
something tha~ is entirely out of my line of business and it may 
be that I am not qualified to form- an opinion in regard to such 
matters, but am willing to ta~e five shares on a I isk. Have 
been afflicted with financial cramps lately or I would risk a few 
more shares, don't want to undertake more than I can carrv 
through. Will tty to induce some of my neighbors to invest in 
a few shares. Trusting that the undertaking may prove a. grand 
success, I remain, Yours in the cause, ,G. "V. RAMSEY. 

FELTON, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your circular reached me 

to-day. I am very well pleased with the objects therein pro
posed. I write to say I sincerely hope it will be successful, as 
such a paper as FREETHOUGHT and a good bookstore are very 
much needed on this coast, and I hope the Liberals will come 
forward and help to build them up. There are plenty of Liherals 
around here, but many are of the do-nothing class, while others 
are afraid to say a word for fear of losing in business were they 
to avow their sentiments. For my part, I never intrude my 
opinions on anyone, but when they are feeling round after my 
belief they very soon get it. There are a good many Liberals in 
the city of Santa Cruz, yet when Mr. S. P. Putnam was there 
lecturing they did not turn out, although I sent them word my
self. The Spiritualists of Santa Cruz will always receive my 
gratitude for the help they gave us when Mr. Putnam was there. 

Now, gentlemen, you can put me down for five shares of 
stock. This looks small, I know, but I make my living by the 
labor of my hands, and money comes in very slow. 

Hoping you will receive subscriptions enough to start and sus
tain the object you have in view, and with best wishes to all in 
FREETHOUGHT office, I remain, - Yours respectfully, 

I. H. CURTIS. 

. DEL MAR, CAL., Nov. 20, 1889. 
l\iP:SSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD:- Yours of the 17th inst. is re

ceived, also the circular containing the proposition for the estab~ 
Ibhment of a Freethought Publishing Company. The idea of 
forming a joint stock company with shares at $5 each strikes me 
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as one of the best and most practical propositions that you have 
up to the present time' advanced. It commends itself to ,the 
necessities of the occasion as far more practical than did the 
"guarantee fund." I believe that the prospect of an investment 
that in time may yield a revenue to the stockholders will induce 
many of limited means to become stockholders. Another thing 
worthy of consideration, it will place the publishers of FREE
THOUGHT on an equality with the stockholders (I mean in a busi
ness sense) instead of in the relation of beggars. 

I did not like the "guarantee fund" proposition, but as that 
s~emed to be the only method at that time to perpetuate FRElt
THOUGHT, and fearing that the "bust" of the boom might em
b.l.rrass and burst the only representative paper we have on this 
coast, I felt it my duty to "lend a hand," and now we have the 
satisfaction of kno~ing that FREETHOUGHT has rode the billows 
and storm in safety. She comes into the glorious harbor of 
Freethought and common sense with her colors flying, ready 
again to take on more fuel for still heavier assaults upon the 
great enemy of mankind, superstition (commonly misnamed relig
ion); not only ready for the fray, but eager. So, my dear warrior 
hds, put me down for twenty-five shares, with a favorable pros
pect of taking fifty more when the time comes for paying up. 

That sterling Infidel, Wm. A. Allen, of San Diego, informed 
me that he would invest in five shares, and possibly more. 

Hoping every Freethinker on the Pacific slope will make im
mediate application to the extent of his ability for shares, I am 

Yours for the new order, H. L. SHAUG. 

SANTAQUIN, UTAH, Nov. 20, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN:' I received just now your circular of Nov. 17, 

and subscribe for two shares sure, and probably will take more 
if circumstances permit. I have no thought of deriving any 
benefit from the enterprise except-and that is fully satisfactory 
-the general good it will promote. ROBERT NAGLER. 

SUNOL, CAL., Nov. 18, 1889. 
EDITOR FREETHOUGHT: I received your letter in which you in

form me of the proposed Freethought Publishing Company, and 
in answer will say that I think the plan is a good one, and I will 
take three shares. ANDY DERM1NG. 

ESCONDIDO, CAL" Nov, 21, 1889. 
DEAR GENTLEMEN: Yours of the 17th inst. is at hand. I am 

in favor of the noble cause and take one (I) share. 
• CHARLES HOTTENDORF. 

THE uORACLE" AND MISS FIELD. 

EDITOR FREETHOUGHT: An up-country paper, which I shall 
call the 'Oracle, has taken occasion to criticise Miss Kate Field's 
hte lectures. Miss Field, it seems, has the hardihood to think 
for herself, and says, "Women should not be allowed to vote or 
t) participate in political affairs--on the ground that their intel
lects are untrained and their judgments faulty." 

Upon this sound and logical proposition the Oracle comments 
as follows: "We shall not take issue with Miss Field on that 
point further than to remark that she herself furnishes abundant 
evidence of the conclusiveness of her argument." This silly 
school-boy's "you're-another" insinuation will hardly silence 
Miss Field. The Oracle declines to take issue with her on the 
woman-suffrage question, evidently because her arguments are 
incontrovertible, and also because the policy of that paper is to 
be on the popular side. 

Commenting on Miss Field's woman-suffrage ideas, the Oracle 
indulges in a low fling at that lady personally, but has not the 
manliness to give her credit for indomitable pluck in facing the 
music ofa senseless popular clamor. The Oracle's subterfuges 
will undoubtedly delight the ministers and the W. C. T. U., but 
Miss Field will still keep the lecture field, tingling ears to the 
contrary notwithstanding. J. C. P. 

Turlock, Ca1., Nov. 12. 

Judge Maguire's" Ireland and the Pope," a history of papal 
Intrigues against Irish liberty. Price, 50 cents. 

OUR AMBRICAN BARONS AND THBIR SBRFS.* 

BY J. A. CRUZAN. 
H In days of old, when knights were bold" and barons held 

their sway," the baron, in his moated castle, not only owned 
the land, but the men who lived upon it were his vassals; they 
belonged to the land. The common people were not slaves
far from it. They were free, only attached to the soil where they 
were born. ~ ': lordless" man was an outlaw in those gqod old 
days. The villam, as the serf was termed, must serve his lord 
o? the land, in court, in field of battle, and in foray. In returnl 
hiS lord must care for and protect him; the,soil to which he was 
attached must yield him support. The great folks in the moated 
castle lived in splendor, and enjoyed life in their beastly, brutal 
way. But they must care for the villain, and so there was no 
Lazarus, in days of old, perishing at the gate of plenty. The 
baron cared for his serf in his vigor and dId age. . 

Have we barons in America? Well, not with moated castles 
certainly, but ret us glance at a single case. ' 

Yonder, in Lebanon county, Pa" is the Cornwall iron mine 
or, rather, quarry. Three great hills of nearly pure iron rise 
~rom the pl~in, an? ~1l that is necessary is to dig it out and carry 
It away. EIght mIlhon tons have already been taken out; thirty 
or forty million tons yet remain above the plain, and below that 
borings have shown the deposit to reach to the depth of at least 
three hundred feet. Who owns this vast tr~asure? Most com
mon people would say that this great store of rich iron was for 
the. benefit of ma~kind: But in some way the right to dispose 
of It for all future time l,nhel:ed, about 1680, in one James Stuart, 
now dead, who was awhile kmg of England, and then retired into 
France. This James Stuart, from whom, although he is now 
nearly two centuries dead, all rights to the use of this great state 
of P.ennsylvania are still supp03ed to corne, made a grant of a 
conSIderable part of the planet he was so soon to leave to Will
iam Penn and others. The Penns sold these valuable hills of 
iron to one Turner; he sold it to one Alden, and in 1737 Alden 
sold three hundred acres, containing these three hills of iron, to 
one Peter Grubb. 

In 1786 one Robert Coleman bought five-sixths of these valu
able iron hills from the heirs of Grubh. These interests have 
descended through the Grubb and Coleman families to the pres
ent day. Now four Colemans, two male and two female prac
tically o\vn this property. One of the two male Coleman~ ·lives 
in Paris, where he prefers to enjoy the enormous income which 
comes to him, without work on his part, by virtue of the grant of 
James II. The other Robert Coleman, a young man of great 
enterprise and liberalitv, lives in Lebanon, and is the manaO'er of 
the estate. It is true' he never knelt before aking and was 
smitten on the shoulder with the words, "Rise, Sir Knight," but 
in all but the title he is an American baron of the very best 
English type. His intl:!rest in the iron deposit, rich· as it is is 
only a part of his estate. He has some 20,000 acres of the fi~est. 
land stocked with bloode(i cattle, a railroad or two, which connect 
with the Pennsylvania and Reading systems, a splendid mansion, 
and nobody knows what else besides. On the day of Robert's, 
majority, besides his three hills of iron and other real and per-, 
sonal property, his guardian turned over to him $1,200,0001 

Baron Coleman, of Lebanon, Pa., U. S. A., does not make 
midnight forays followed by his retainers. No; he builds 
churches, makes good turnpikes of the slack out of his furnaces 
and plants them with shade trees, has given largely to the college 
in which he was educated, is kind and liberal to his tenants and 
employes, entertains distinguished guests royally, and seems to 
be, in short, the kind of a young prince that would delight the 
heart of a Tennyson-a genial, upright, and free-handed lord of 
the land and master of men who takes the world as he finds it. 

But don't you suppose that he sometimes marvels at the hold 
which that old dogma, the ~'divine right" of kings, still has? 
Backed by our laws and courts and our industrial system, James 
II., dead two centuries, has the power to create these two Amer
ican barons and to render this wonderful iron quarry and so 
much of the fair land about it as fully the private property of the 
Colemans as though they made it I ' 

itAddress 'delivered before the San Francisco Nationalist Club, Nov. 18; 
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Baron Robert Coleman, is only one of many American barons, 
and one of the very best. He pays his miners $1.40 per day. 
He is not compelled to do this; he could compel them to work 
for less, as other neighbor ,barons do. For example, Baron An
drew Carnegie's castle or domain is in that same state of Penn
sylvania. While he was writing his book entitled "Triumphant 
Democracy," and later, when he was taking that celebrated 
coaching trip through England with James G. Blaine, he was 
paying the "triumphant democrats" in his mines $I.I0 per day; 
while the Lehigh Valley coal barons pay from 70 cents to $1 to 
miners, and from 80 cents to $1.15 to engineers. And this, re
member, is not for continuous work. The' largest number of 
days' work in the year 1887 given to anyone miner was 265, and 
he was paid 70 cents per day. This gave this fortunate miner 
the magnificent income of $185.5° with which to support him
self and family. It is perhaps useless to remark that this miner 
did not take a coaching trip through England that year, and if he 
had written a book he would probably not have chosen "Tri
umphant Democracy" as the title. 

Take a glance at our present social and industrial conditions. 
To the most superficial observer certain appalling facts appear. 
The first is this: Our present industrial system, based on compe
tition and the law of supply and demand, has produced a moneyed 
aristocracy. 

In theory we are intense democrats. The proposal to set up 
idols in our churches would not excite greater, horror and inftig
nation than would the conferring by Congress of a distinction of 
rank upon our most eminent men. But is there not growing up 
among us a class who have all the power without any of the vir
tues of aristocracy? We have simple citizens who control thou
sands of miles of railroad, millions of acres of land, the means of 
livelihood of great numbers of men, who name the governors of 
states as they name their clerks, choose senators as they choose 
attorneys, and whose will is as supreme with legislatures as the 
czar of Russia's with his state council; others who fix the price of 
coal oil and, gam ble with thl! people's bread. That rural mem
ber, Backwoods County, in the Pennsylvania legislature, simply 
had not learned his lesson: "If Tom Scott has nothing more he 
wishes this legislature to do, I move that we adjourn sln~ die. 

The United States is not only the wealthiest nation on the 
globe, but her wealth is contentrated as no other nation in the 

'hands of a few. In the last number of the Forum, Thomas G .. 
Shearman has a startling and suggestive article, in which he gives 
the names of seventy persons no one of whom owns less than 
twenty millions, and who collectively possess $2,700,000,000. 
Of these, eight were formerly or are now residents of this coast. 
And Mr. Shearman says that "the average annual income of the ., 
richest hundred Americans cannot be less than $1,200,000, and 
probably exceeds $1,5°0,000," while the average income of four
fifths of American families is less than $500. And he answers 
the question, Who owns the United States? in these words: "The 
United States of America are practically owned by less than 250,
000 persons, constituting less than one in sixty of its' adult male 
population." "Within thirty years," continues Mr. Shearman, 
"with the present industrial conditions unchanged, the United 
States of America will be substantially owned by less than 50,000 

, persons, constituting less than one in five hundred of the adult 
male population." A plutocracy is the most abominable form 
of aristocracy. The undercurrents of the times seem to sweep 
us back again to. the old conditions from which we ,dreamed we 
had escaped. 

The development of the artisan and commercial classes par
tially broke down feudalism. But pow the development of our 
present industrial system, coupled' with law monopoly, threatens 
to compel every one to seek a master. Nothing seems exempt 
from this tendency. Industry everywhere tends to assume a form 
in which one is master and the many serve. And when one is 
master and the others serve, the one will control the others, even 
in such matters as votes. Just as the English landlord votes his 
tenants, so the New England mill-owner votes his operatives, the 
Pennsylvania baron his miners, the. railroad magnate his em
ployes, and the bonanza farmer his hands. , We have our Amer
ican barons, and both their number and their power are increas
ing every year. 

Here is another fact: Our present industrial system is produc.· 
ing a depentent class-free in name, in fact serfs. . " ' 

Henry George states only a p2.tent fact when he says: "Un
pleasant as it may be to admit it, it is evident that the enormous 
increase in productive power, which has so marked the present 
century and is still going on with accelerating ratio, has no ten.;, 
dency to extirpate poverty, or to lighten the burdens of those 
compelled to toil. It simply widens the gulf betweeen Dives 
and Lazarus, and makes the struggle for existence more intense. 
The march of invention has clothed mankind with powers which, 
a century ago, the boldest imagination could not have dreamed. 
But in factories where labor-saving machinery has reached its 
most wonderful development, little children.are at work. Wher-, 
ever the new forces are anything like fully utilized, large classes 
are maintained by charity, or live on the verge of recourse to it. 
In the United States it is clear that squalor and misery, and the· 
vices and crimes that spring from them, everywhere increase as 
the village grows to the city, and the march Of development 
brings the advantages of the improved methods of production 
and exchange. It is the .>lder and richer sections of the Union 
that pauperism and distress among the working classes are be
coming more painfully apparent." What does it mean to the, 
man-the triumphant democrat-whom Baron Carnegie pays 
$1 per day, say, 200 days in a year? It means servitude and 
slavery in everything save the name. What does it mean to his 
children? Let a workingman who dipped his pen i~ his heart's 
blood when he wrote tell you. It means "to be 'born in a 
crowded and perhaps filthy tenement; to run the gauntlet of a 
thousand ills during infancy; to suffer the pains and, even to a 
child, the ignomy of poverty; to be scantily educated, ~nd turned 
out into the world as a bread-winner for the family at an age 
when the children of those more fortunate are but just leaving 
the nursery; to be compelled to labor at something not your own 
choosing, and perhaps distasteful to you; to marry and to beget 
children; to still live in poorly furnished and ill-ventilated apart
ments; to struggle on through long years, sometimes years of 
panic when work is scarcely to be had at any price; to walk the 
streets idly in the winter time when your expenses are greatest; 
and then just when you become perfected in your trade, when 
your skill should make you more valuable than ever, to feel your 
sight grow dim, your limbs stiffen, your strength fail, and be cast 
aside as useless; to see the long years of labor wasted for a mere 
subsistence; to drag on by hook or crook.a few years II.1ore of 
hopeless struggle and discontent, or perhaps, if you are so fortu
nate, to live on the charity of poverty-stricken or grudging chil
dren; finally, to have the grave close over you, leaving others as 
luckless to~strive on as hopelessly." 

Ceaselessly, during the past twenty-five years, a train of causes 
have been at work changing the condition of our working class 
from independence to dependence. Machinery, gathered in 
great factories, has driven to the wall the small shop and the 
craftsman with two or three helpers. The Wanamakers, Stew
arts, Macys, and Field Leiters are making merciless and resistless 
war upon the small tradesman and shop-keeper. The great bo
nanza farms, containing fifty and a hundred thousand acres, with 
tens of thousands of dollars' worth of the latest and best machin
ery-paying $16 per month to a small army of hands in the busy 
season, and $8 per month to four or five hands in winter-are 
driving small farms into bankruptcy, and have compelled over 
eight hundred families in New Hampshire alone to abandon their 
farms for lack of return sufficient for their maintenance. 

All these causes have combined to produce an ever-increasing' 
class who have nothing but their labor to exchange for the neces-: 
saries of life. They must accept the wages offered or starve. 
And hence the working class in many cases have fallen into a 
condition of wage slavery, which, in some respects, i~ worse than 
that of the black man before emancipation. They are; in stern 
reality, at the mercy of their employers; are compelled to stand 
in the market-place and sell their labor at a rate fixed, not bv the 
golden rule, but by the ceaseless grinding competition of the 
hungry unemployed. 
, And this condition ii becoming daily more aggravated. Five 
hundred thousand unemployed men-Mr. Powderly says 'one 
million-constantly recruited by the drift from foreign . sewers, 
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comp~te with those who are at work, content if they receive but a 
pittance for their toil. The iron law, that the tendency of wages 
is to the lowest point of subsistence, is, in our times, absolute. 

I can but briefly state another alarming fact, the result of our 
present industrial system-the congested state of our cities. To
day one-fourth of our population live in cities. Do you know 
how they live? Dr. Lyman Abbott says: "Our people are gath
ered in very compact quarters. We wouder at the density of the 
population of Peking, but we forget there are wards in New York 
city in which the population is more dense than in any quarter 
in Peking. There are wards in our great cities where there are 
actually more men, women, and children to the square foot of 
land than there are bodies in any cemetery in the country." 

We think of the Scotch as a sturdy, thrifty race, and yet, yon
der in Glasgow in 1883, out of a population of II4,000 families, 
over 48,000 lived in homes of but one room each, and of these 
7000 rooms had two families. We have nothing of that in 
America! Dr. Abbott, in the speech from which I have already 
quoted, tells us of families living in one room, in New York, and 
taking boarders.' A newsboy who applied at the home for lodg
ing, when asked why he did not stay at home, replied that they 
had but one room and only one bed, and there was no room in 
it, as seven persons were sleeping in it already. 

Joseph Cook, from the platform of Tremont Temple, drew 
this picture of a Boston" home": "Come with me up the rickety 
stairs into the attic. Place your hand on your head and the up
per part of the palm touches' the ceiling. Note the bed with 
nothing on it except a mattress of straw, a blanket, and one or 
two indescribably filthy coverlets. Five persons, a father, mother, 
and three children plunge themselves into that straw at night, 
cover themselves in January with those rags, and bless God for the 
cold, for it seals the poisonous sewer under the house." This is 
how some of the people massed in cities live-no; they do not live 
-they exist. What is to be the outcome? The forces and causes 
whic~ have produced the present conditions are still ceaselessly, re
morselessly, at work. The rich are daily becoming richer. The 
dependent class are daily increasing in number. Our cities are 
daily becoming more densely crowded. 

Says Josiah Strong in Our Century: "The extreme peril which 
will certainly come eventually, and must probably be faced by 
multitudes who ary now living, will arise when, the conditions 
having been fully prepared, some great industrial or other crisis 
precipitates an open struggle between the destructive and con
servative elements of society. As civilization advances and so.. 
ciety becomes more highly organized commercial transactions 
will be more complex and immense. As a result, all business 
relations and industries will be more sensitive. Commercial 
distress in any great business will more surely create widespread 
di.:;aster. Under such conditions industrial paralysis is likely to 
occur from time to time, more general and more prostrating than 
any hitherto known. When such a commercial crisis has closed 
factories by the ten-thousand and wage-workers have been thrown 
out of employment by the million; when public lands, which 
hitherto at such times have afforded a relief, are all exhausted; 
when our city population has been multiplied several fold, and 
,our Cincinnatis have become Chicagos, and our Chicagos New 
Yorks, and our New Yorks Londons; when class antipathies are 
deepened; when Socialistic organizations, armed and drilled, are 
found in every city, and the ignorant, vicious power of crowded 
populations has fully found itself; when the corruption of city 
governments has grown apace; when crops fail or some gigantic 
corner doubles the price of bread, with starvation in the home; 
with idle workmen gathered, sullen, desperate, in the saloons; 
with unprotected wealth at hand; with the tremendous forces of 
chemistry within easy reach-then, with the opportunity, the 
means, the fit agents, the motive, the temptation to destroy, all 
brought into evil conjunction-then will come the real test" of 
our institutions~then will appear whether we are capable of 
self-government." 

Such a struggle is in the future unless we change our present 
. industrial system, and thus remove the causes which are incess
antly working to produce that conflict. Our present wage sys
tem -and industrial system, based on competition and the law of 
supply and demand; must give place to'a better one. ' 

Professor Ely, of Johns Hopkins University, speaks the truth 
when he says: "Our present form of society is a most imperfect 
one. Scarcely a politica:l econoinist of note will deny this. One
half million of idle hands seeking employment; idle land and 
unused natural resources; millions upon mi1lions of unused cap

. ital vainly seeking investment; people crying with hunger be~ 
cause too much wheat is grown; people shivering with cold be
cause too much warm clothing has been brought on the market! 
Such is the undesirable situation. Strange phenomenon! Long 
ago John Stuart Mill, in opposing Communism, said that if our 
present forms of economic life could not be improved, and if it 
were necessary to make choice between that and Commu~ism7 
all the difficulties, great and small, of Communism would be 
but as dust in the balance." 

The present industrial system can be improved upon without 
choosing Communism. It must be improved. It will be, for 
the American people love justice, and will have it. As Matthew 
Arnold said, the Americans have a way of seeing clear, thinking 
straight, and doing right. 

The great change is coming. By peaceable means I believe it 
will come; by some means I am certain it will come. Let all 
concerned ponder the pregnant words of Carlyle: "Will not one 
French revolution suffice, or must there be two? There will be 
two if needed; there will be twenty if needed; there will be just 
as many as needed." 

WHAT A'Q.E THE PACTS'? 

Several persons seem to have misapprehended the real action 
of the Congress of the American Secular Union recently held in 
Philadelphia; and I desire to set them right. 

I. The preamble of the Constitution was not changed, save to 
affirm that the government and Constitution of the United States 
areJounded upon" no religion"-least of all upon 'the Christian 
religion. No fault can be found with this. 

2. ARTICLES I and II are precisely as in the old constitution, ex
cept that" American Secular Union" is substituted for" National 
Liberal League." 

3. ARTICLE III was only changed so as to make the "Nine 
Demands" more emphatic, as regards the "not reading of any 
Bible" in the public schools, and considering Sunday, not as a 
~eligi.ous, but as an economic institution, for which many" phys
10103Ical and other secular reasons can be given." How can 
anyone suppose that this can impinge upon the rights of a man 
to do just what he pleases on Sunday, provided he does not in
terf ere with the rights of others, I cannot imagine. 

4. But ARTICLE IV s~ems to be the great stumbling block, 
and needs to be exammed very carefully. The whole article 
reads thus: 

"ARTICLE IV. The American Secular Union is strictly un
sectarian and non-partisan in both politics and religion,' but WI'll 

use any and all honorabl! means to secure its objects as above stated. 
It is not either publicly or privately committed to the advance
ment of any system of any religious belief or disbelief, but hon- / 
estly welcomes all persons, of whatever faith or party to its 
membership, on the basis of 'no union of church and state." 
The word secular is here used in the broadest sense, as applied 
to the state, and not to any system or religion or philosophy." 

Certainly this is true. Are we sectarian or partisan and are 
we in any way committed to a creed? Do we not wel~ome all 
persons, on the one condition of " no union of church and state ?" 
But the objector's difficulty with this article lies in the dosing 
paragraph. Let us look at this. Please to point out one sinO"le 
word in the old constitution at variance with this statement. DIs: 
not the whole object of our society state secuhirization? I said 
this at first, in accepting the presidency; and no man for a whole 
year has made any objection. There is not a word from be
ginning to e~d . regarding Secularism as a religion, philosophy 
in our constitutIon, old or new. 

If by Secularism we mean a system of religion or philosophy 
w~y not ~y so in so many words, and not attempt to say on~ 
thmg. whIle we mean. other? Let there be no disguises, no 
cloakmg of our real faIth by false pretense. I have no objections 

·to make to those who regard Secularism as a religion and a phi-' 
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losophy; but, in the matter of the demand::> of Liberalism fJf 
state secularization, we cannot insist upon everybody else accept
ing this view, provided they are right on the question of state 
secularization. 

I see no compromise in thus acting-no" retrogressive moye
ment" nor" bowing of the knee." Moreover, those who wish 
can have all of SeQUlarism as a philosophy that they desire in 
their local organizations, as these are declared CI absolutely inde
pendent," and as the "effect of their charters shall be .simply to 
unite them in cordial fellowship and efficient co-operatIOn of the 
freest kind with the American Secular Union and with .other 
local societies." If Spiritualists, or Unitarians, or Jews or even 
orthodox Christians see proper to organize a Secular society, let 
them do so, without giving up any of their peculiar beliefs; and 
so long as they go for state secularization, we will fellowship 
them, without accepting their doctrinal tenets. Indeed, there 
can be no hope of secularizing the state, unless we can enlist 
those who are far from accepting Secularism as a religion and phi
losophy, as they are a very large majority, while those who do 
accept it are as but one in a thousand. Why take such a narrow 
view of this suhject, and practically ruin a great movemen~, f~r 
the sake of that which we are at perfect liberty to hold as mdl
vidual local societies? Already, in the city of Philadelphia, we 
have as an auxiliary a German society, who own their own builn
ing, and who have two thousand children in their Liberal Sun
day-school! Instead of having one Secular society, we have two 
and shall have ten! Let others go and do likewise, instead of 
sulking in their tents, or openly throwing stones. 

Some other amendments were adopted, all tending to unify 
and give greater efficiency to our society, and to none of which 
have any objection been made. 

We have a great work before us. The Blair Bills will soon 
come up again, and we must be prepared to " beard the lion in 
his den." The National Reform AssoCiation has seven district 
secretaries; and even the Women's Christian Tempelance Union 
has recently resolved in Chicago that (( God in Christ is the King 
of Nations, .and as such, should be acknowledged in our govern
ment, and his word made the basis of our laws." If we cannot 
get the American Secular Union out of the rut in which it .has 
accomplished little or nothing for the last several year~,. we mlf!ht 
as well give up. We had two or three hundred auxlhary SOCIe
ties a few years ago. \Ve have only a d<?zen or two that are 
alive-and doing nothing! 

I did not desire the presidency of the society (as is well known); 
and Miss Craddock can command several hundred dollars more 
than we have agreed to give her. Give us a fair trial; and if we 
do not do something, you need not turn us out next year, but we 
will go out. I think it very unfair to criticise Dr. McGlynn and 
Rev. M. J. Savage, as they both planted themselves upon our 
platform, fair and square. Our congress did not cost us much 
more than $100, and our collections amounted to nearly one
half of this sum. Mr. Washburn was invited to speak with Mr. 
Wakeman, but was prevented by sickness from accepting. We 
did the best we could under the circumstanees. We have the 
people with us and do not intend to make much notice of the 
soreheaas! R. B. WESTBROOK,-

Phihdelphia, Nov. 16, 1889. Pres. Am. Sec. Union. 

HOW IT WAS MEANT. 

Our esteemed, intelligent, and lively contemporary FREE
THOUGHT, in its issue of the 9th, disapproves of our reference toa 
certain lecturer, as if we had criticised freethinking. But not at 
all. We only said (in substance) that some freethinkers don't 
know much. We still fear that this is true-particularly of such 
as don't believe in the Single Tax. And even of those, while we 
deeply regret their melancholy state, we fully agree with, FREE
THOUGHT that there is no good reason why they should not ex
press themselves. We are in favor of the freest thought and the 
freest speech by, for, and against whom or whatsoever it may 
concern.-Weekly Star. 

"JOHN WARD, PREACHER," has been issued in paper covers and 
can now be furnished for 50 cents. 

EX-REV. C. B. REYNOLDS'S TOUR OP WASHINGTON. 

November 9. Under the auspices of the "Valla \Valla Liberal 
Club, I have agreed to make a tour of the new-born giant state, 
to awake honest hearts to investigation of the reasons of their 

. "faith and hope," and more especially to arouse the Liberals to 
the pressing need of practical organization, and induce them to 
elect delegates to the great Liberal Convention, to be held at 
Seattle for that purpose. I left my dear wife, and the true, gen':' 
erous friends of Walla Walla, who were full of enthusiastic an
ticipations of a grand success of the complimentary lecture 
benefit tendered to Mrs. Reynolds, to take place at the opera 
house there the ensuing Sunday. Duty called, yet with much 
reluctance I departed and took the train for Seattle. 

One reads of the terrible fires in cities, like those of Seattle, 
Ellensburgh, Spokane, and Vancouver, so vividly described in 
the newspapers, but the best description utterly fails to convey to 
the mind the stern, startling reality. 

When in Seattle a year ago last May I was astounded at the 
push, the active energy, the enterprise everywhere, manifested. 
In all directions buildings were in course of erection-rented 
almost before the foundations were laid-and streets were being 
graded. Eager, hurrying crowds thronged the streets. Each 
day came a stream of new arrivals who all imbibed the spirit of 
speculation and added to the irresistible momentum of progress 
and improvement. And yet that was" Sleepy Hollow" stillness 
compared to_ the energy and hustle of the Seattle of to-day. . 

A fine harbor, the terminus of great railroad lines, proximity 
to iron mines, vast coal deposits, immense forest')., unsurpassed. 
fertile agricultural region, and abundant manufacturing facilities, 
combine to make Seattle the queen city of the Northwest., 

There is hardly a steamer on the waters of Puget sound which 
does not make Seattle a trading. center. Steamers which have 
their headquarters at Seattle now penetrate to every portion of 
the intricate waterways of Puget sound and find their way up the 
numerous tributary streams, carrying supplies from and bringing 
the products of an immense and wondrously fertile state back to 
its queen city. Steamships and sailing vessels from Seattle find 
their way to every part of. the world. There is absolutely no 
limit to the capacity of this, the safest harbor in the world. 

On the 6th of June last the fire fiend in a few hours destroyed 
buildings and property to the amount of $20,000,000, on which 
the total insurance was less than $3,000,000. The burnt district 
included forty blocks, or over eighty acres, exclusive of the water 
front, comprising eighteen blocks, making the total devastation 
one hundred and sixteen acres. In this va~t area not a single 
building escaped destruction. The loss, ho',vever, was confined 
entirely to the business portion of the city. 

Before the great fire had ceased to burn, meetings of citizens 
were held, and the rebuilding of the city upon a scale of magnifi
cence worthy of her proud pre-eminence as the queen city of the 
Northwest was decided on. And never was decisio~ of a public 
meeting more fully and faithfully carried out. From arrange
ments already made buildings will have been erected within one 
year from the date of the fire amounting to $10,000,000. This 
is simply unprecedented by any city of its size in the known 
world. 

Seattle to-day presents a marvelous, a most bewildering appear
~ ance. The black and charred remains are yet in many places 

discernible despite the at first sight seeming indiscriminate jum
ble of new buildings and canvas makeshifts. .Bricks by the 
hundreds of thousands, lumber of all lengths, breadths, and 
thicknesses, immense masses of bu.ilding stone, barrels of lime, 
cement, and heaps of mortar. Everywhere grand, imposing 
structures of brick and stone are in every stage of construction. 
The business of a great city carried on mainly under canvas; in 
many of the tents half a dozen separate and distinct concerns are 
carried on, every foot of space economized. Yet to speak of the 
cotton-covered business marts as tents conveys a false impression. 
I saw no center poles, but countless numbers of rough slat frames 
covered with heavy canvas, of every conceivable size! Restaur:
ants, dining:-room and kitchen, private supper rooms, all of cot
ton cloth; lodging-houses, barber shops, . dry goods, hardware, 
and drug stores, and blacksmith shops all of duck. 
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Very many· brick buildings are completed, and every week 
adds to the number of happy merchants who desert their canvas 
makeshifts for handsome, commodious brick buildings, and ere 
the last load of goods is fairly on the dray men are tearing down 
the tent, while others are digging the foundation for the stately 
\t~ree or five story brick or stone building to be erected on that 
site. . , 

There is a very large force of men and teams engaged in 

grading the streets, an improvement which has resulted in leav~ 

ing some buildings (bouses beyond the burnt distriCt) so high up 

from the new sidewalk that excavations have been made and 

large stores built under them. 

The building work is not confined to the burnt district. Go 
back where you will for over three miles in any dire<;tion from 
the water front, and the eye rests on handsome dwellings in pro
cess of erection. The ladies go shopping, dodging from the side
walk to the street, up and down, in and out, around great piles of 
brick, barrels of lime, huge stones, mortar boxes, parts of galvan
ized-iron cornices, and the dense throng of earnest, hurrying 
business-:-men, as serene as if promenading on Kearny street, San 
Francisco. while the sounds of many hundreds of hammers, axes, 
and tools of iron make loud, prophetic music, the overture to 
the great chorus of customers and clerks soon to be heard in 
each of the business palaces being hastened to completion. 
. Those desiring information in regard to business opportunities, 
investments in real estate, or starting any individual enterprise in 
Seattle will do well to write to that earnest, self-sacrificing worker 
for Liberalism and reliable, energetic young business man, R. J. 
Wilson, Horton bl9ck, corner Third and Cherry streets, Seattle, 
Wash. 

Freethought keeps pace with the progress of the city; the best, 
-most highly cultured and influential citizens of Seattle are Lib
erals. The fire broke up the very interesting and successful 
course of lectures by Dr. York. The Liberal friends are now 
arranging for me to deliver a lecture the Turners' hall on each 
Sunday evening during the winter. I shall make Seattle head
quarters, and expect to visit all sections of the state in the interest 
of practical organization. When the distance renders it neces
sary for me to be absent over Sunday Mrs. Reynolds will lecture 
at Seattle in my stead. 

The Liberals-here, despite the great tax on their time and 
energies resulting from the rebuilding of the city, are quite en
thusiastic over the proposed convention on Paine's birthday to 
effect practical organization. 

There is only one rival to Seattle-Port Townsend. I will 
give an account of my visit there and state hef- claims to com
mercial and Freethought supremacy next week. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 

AS MR. UNDERWOOD FOUND US. 

I had but little time to spend in California, and that I put in 
lecturing at San Francisco, Oakland, Fresno, Hanford, and Le
moore. Applicatiori came from a dozen other places in the 
state, and since I could not visit them, owing to engagements 
East, I promised to return to California to give additional lec
tures in January. Mr. George E. Macdonald, editor of FREE
THOUGHT, and Mr. A. H. Schou, of Oakland, made engagements 
at San Francisco, and I was greeted there by a large audience, 
which impressed me as being of fine quality also. I found Lib
eralism in the central part of the state very strong. I met many 
old friends who heard me lecture and debate with Rev. Dr. 
Parker at Visalia in 1874; then, Hanford, where I spoke to 
crowded houses lately, did not exist. An earthquake shock was 
felt during my second lecture there, and another soon after my 
arrival at Fresno. 

\Vhile in San Francisco, I received friendly calls from many 
Liberals, including several who are well-known, and others who 
were known years' ago. Among these were John S. Hittell, 
John A. Collins, Schuenemann Pott, F. B. Perkins. and W. E. 
Coleman. Mr. Hiltell wrole a book, which was published in 
New York in 1855. entitled, "Evidences Against Chri~tianity." 
It was an able and learned work, in two volumes, but the de
mand for the work did not come up to the author's expectations 

and he turned his mind to other fields of thought. For years he 
has been an editorial writer on the Alta California and has 
written a book on the" Resources of California," a~d one en 
titled U A Brief History of Culture," which he informed me was 
soon to appear, revised and enlarged. l\~r. Hittell is a well
preserved man of about sixty, and he is now doing valuable work. 
I received from him a copy of his latest work-:t little volume 
entitled, "A Code of Morals," which ought to be widely circu
lated. 

Mr. Collins is now, as he was when he issued" A Bird's-Eye 
View of Society," nearly half a century ago, if I mistttke not, es
pecially interested in industrial co-operation. He has had quite a 
varied experience, is now 79 years old and in feeble health. He 
is, and has been for manv years, a Spiritualist. He spoke with 
interest of Messrs. Seaver' and Mendum, and of meeting them at 
an Infid~l convention in New York city half a century ago. 
Mr. Collms was well-known among the Abolitionists for his en
ergy and ability in organizing societies in the vVest. 

Mr. Schuenemann Pott looks scarcely older than he did when 
I saw him in San Francisco and stood with him on the platform 
of hi~ society in 187 I. The German Free Congregation is still 
sustamed, and Mr. Pott speaks for it now as he has spoken for it 
for years acceptably. He expects to make a trip East next fall. 
A man of fine attainments, a radical Freethinker. and an eloquent 
orator, he is a great favorite among German LIberals. I first 
met Mr. Polt at the Infidel Convention held in Philadelphia in 
1857. A few years later I had the pleasure of speaking before 
his society in the same city. In his conversation the other dav 
he made a very touching reference to Mr. Seaver's death and 
kindly mention of the American Freethinkers he used to 'meet 
in Philadelphia-Thomas Eastman, Robert Wallin, and others. 

Mr. F. B. Perkins, for years librarian of the San Francisco 
Free Library, and formerly of the Boston City Library, is now ed
itor of the San Francisco Star. He is at home among books. 
A nephew of Henry Ward Beecher, he goes far beyond his re
nowned uncle in rejecting the dogmas of theology. He intro
duced me to the San Francisco audience which I addressed. 
Mr. Coleman I had not seen since the meeting of the Liberal 
League at Philadelphia in July, 1876. He has been since that 
time a student, and seems to have read almost everything relat
ing to scientific, historic, and religious subjects, and he is indeed 
a cyclopredia of information. He came to my rooms at the ho
tel, his pockets filled with recently published books which he 
thought, and rightly, too, I had not yet seen. Mr. Coleman has 
a splendid library, and he is equipped to do excellent work. A 
very thorough piece of work was his recent criticism of Madame 
Blavatsky's "Isis Unveiled" which appeared in recent successive 
numbers of the Religio-Philosophical Journal. Mr. Coleman is 
a Spiritualist, ,. but," as Oliver Johnson added after saying the 
same of himself, " not a damned fooL" " 

At Fresno, I had long conve~ations with Judge J. W. North. 
He was forty years ago or more an anti-slavery lecturer in Con
necticut. lIe founded the towns of Faribault and Northfield 

~ 	 Minn., the latter taking its name from him, and also the tow~ 
of Riven,ide, Cal. He did good work as a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of Nevada, and has filled positions of 
trust and honor in other states. Judge North is a man of schol
arly attainments and a good public speaker. He is a radical 
Freethinker, and has done much to advance the Liberal cause in 
Fresno county, and indeed in the state. He is now an old man, 
nearly 75, but full of intellectual vigor, and with his interest in 
reform unabated. He is one of the most intellectual and inter
esting men I have ever met.-B. F. UNDERWOOD in the Boston 
Investigator. 

A Text Perverted. 

One of the oddest typographical errors ever made in Boston 
was in a book published by the firm of Crocker & Brewster 

. 	which has just been brought to public attention by the death of 
Mr. Brewster. It was in one of the sermons of Dr. Nathaniel 
Emrrions, the great orthodox divine. The doctor quoted the 
Scripture ~ext "Cut Him Down. Why Cumbereth He the 
Ground?" The intelligent compositor put in type "Cut Him 
Down, Like a Cucum ber, to the Ground." , 
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A SON. OF BELIAL. 

The Holiness Band planted its banner on Montgomery avenue 
yesterday afternoon, says Monday's Chronicle, and opened i.ts 
services with a hymn of praise. When the spell that the mUSIC 
created died away with the last notes of the song, the leader be- ~ 
gan an earnest exhortation. He had uttered only half a dozen 
words when a wild war-whoop went up from Peter' Peterson. 
The crowd was startled, and it was thought that the holy words 
had found lodgment in the heart of a sinner. It was true that 
they had struck a sinner, but ?ad tiot taken the pr~per root,. for 
Mr. Peterson was blindly makmg for the banner wIth the VIgor 
of a crusader. He was intercepted by John Gazella, who did 
not belonO" to the band, but believed in fair play. The men 
grappled °and the Holiness people gave them room. First it ",vas 
Mr. Pete~son and Mr. Gazella, and then it was Mr. Gazella and 
Mr. Peterson. They rolled over and over on the sidewalk until 
they reached the California Hotel, when the champion of the 
cause of the band raised his antagonist up and by a powerful 
effort dashed him through a plate-window. Peterson did not 
desire togo in alone, therefore he pulled the defender of the 
faith in after him. 

Inside the place they gouged each other in private for awhile, 
when Officers Cummings and Rainsbury came up and separated 
them.' Gazella's head was badly damaged by the contact with 
the window and his head was patched up at the receiving hospi
tal. Both rr:en were charged with battery and malicious mischief. 
A larO"e piece of iron was found on Peterson, which he had used 
on th~ head of his antagonist to advantage. 

"I haven't done nothing," said Peterson, when he was backed 
·up at the prison desk. 

., Didn't you try to break up that meeting on the street?" de
manded the sergeant. 

"No, sir; I only wanted to give them a pointer." 
"\Vhat kind of a pointer ?" 

· "That fellow" said we all had immortal souls. He hadn't read 
the papers, I knew~ so I was about to tell him of Dr. Stevens's 

· discovery." 
" Put him in No. 2 with the other drunh."'S," was the order. 

. "You don't know yourself," he yelled, as he was being borne 
away. "The seat of the soul is in the corpus callosum. You 

. bet it is-in the corpus--". . ~ 
, BanO" went the cell door, and Mr. Peterson and hIS soul were 

left together in happy communion, with time to dream a story of 
explanation for. Judge Rix. 

REPEOPLING NEW ENGLAND. 

New Hampshire has gone into the business o! immigra~ion as 
\Vell as Vermont, but with Jess show of neceSSIty for ?omg so. 
There are many vacant farms in and around the \VhIte moun
tains, as tourists know v,ery well, says a writer in the Bost?n Her
ald but the summer boarder has done for New HampshIre what 
he 'has not done for Vermont; He has made a market for the' 
poverty-stricken farmer; and eaten his corn and" potatoes at a 
fair profit for the tiller of the soil. No such happy luck has 
come to the Vermont farmer, and the deserted farms of that 
state are ten to one in number, as compared with those to be 
found in New Hampshire. This does not lessen the gravity of 
the situation, howe\"er, for there are large tracts in Vermont, ~ew 

,Hampshire, Maine, Connecticut, and even in Massachu~etts, 
where to-day you can buy a farm for a song, and where ,Fmns, 

: Swedes, Icelanders, or French-Canadians are cordially in~ited to 
, succeed the Anglo-Saxons, who have run away to engage m mor.e 
'lucrative enterprises. The resto~king of the rem?te to.wns IS 
one of the questions of our SOCIal economy. It IS plam that 
fresh blood must be taken to them, and it is believed that the 
honest alYriculturists of the Old World constitute some of the 
very bestelements which can be transplanted to New England. 

THIS teeth powder is not common thing, as be selled in the 
world, it is powerful to hold the health o~ teeth, and recover th~ 
teeth from its sick. If you only exam me should find that It 
never tell a lie.-From a Japanese Paper. 

AN OPIl'fION FROM ABROAD. 

FREETHOUGHT, of San Francisco, may in some sense be termed 
a western offshoot from the Truth Seeker, Mr. George Macdonald 
and Mr. Putnam migrating to the Pacific co~t to meet the call 
for a Freethought organ in that quarter. It was started in 1888. 
A prominent feature is Mr. Putnam's "News and Notes" of hi3 
jour!leys to and fro through the\Vestern States. Mr. Macdonald 
compiles a "Brief History of the \Veek," and takes carethat due 
prominence is given to the humorous element. FREETHOUGHT is 
a vigorous little paper, and once over its earty trials \\ ill, we pre
dict, have a thriving career.-London Freethinker. . 

, Conections of Treasurer's Report. 
T~ the Editors of Freethough!: 

G. R. Higgins donated twice. The last was 50 cents and not $5, as 
was published. C. V. Sweek, of Hamilton, Or., gave one dollar and 
Prof. W. J. Dean, of Talent, Or., gave two dollars. Are there any other 
mistakes or omissions? The last list published was not a list of alL 
The printer or myself made a mistake. 

Liberals, you have the Treasurer's Report before yeiu; wherein can the 
expenses of the next convention be reduced? Write me, privately, if 
you wish. C. BEAL, President O. S. S. U. 

It Therefore Follows. 
To Dr. Julid H. Severance: 
GREETI~G: Whereas, The mighty kick delivered on the ribs of the 

A. S. Union, in Truth Seeker of November 9, drives the wind sorely out 
of some of the attendants to that Union, myself amongst the number, I 
humbly suggest the following: 

That, whereas, Dr. Juliet H. Severance is by nature and practice fitted 
to be a leader on such occasions. 

Whereas, There were several not satisfied at all, but deficient in talent, 
and lacking co-operation by being without leader. , 

Whereas, In case a good western attendance of Infidels had been there 
with Dr. Severance to lead the onslaught, the namby.pamby Liberal 
orthodox, or orthodox Liheral proceedings might have been severely sat 
down upon • 

Whereas, The western attendance and Dr. J. H. Severance were very 
conspicuous by being absent: 

It therefore follows that the,kick in the ribs of the A. S. Union reverts 
as severely on those who by being absent allowed the namby-pamby, 
orthodox Liberal or Liberal orthodox course to be taken, as to those who 
were present but unable' to stem the tide by lack of qualification and 
numbers. 

That if Dr. J. H Severance will do us the honor to be present at the 
next congress, ihe will probably find a good many loyal Infidels ready 
to follow her with a cheer, myself amongst thenumber. 

DE LESPINASSE. 

THE late Andrew J. Geiger of Philadelphia left an estate valued 
at $2 SO,ooo. His will provides for the erection of an obelisk 
over his grave. The panel on the east side is to contain his 
name, age, and date of death. The north side will bear this in
scription: "Traveled 60,000 miles in America, Europe, Asia and 
Africa." The south panel is to read: " Young man, stop and 
think. See what has been the reward for honesty, industry, and 
and economy. In I 840 I worked on Robert Martin's farm, 
near Jersey shore, for 2 5 cents a day. No fortu~e left to me." 

The west panel will say: "Lived and died in the faith of the 
immutable and unchangeable, and Nature's God. Believed in 
the gospel of peace, right, and justice." 

SOME" New Phases in the Chinese Problem" will be pre
sented, by Willard C, Farwell, in the December Popular Science 
Monthly. The writer asks, in view of the wretchednes of mill
ions of the Chinese at home, whether exclusion will exclude, and 
invites more thoughtful consideration of the Chinese problem, 
which is made especially serious by the peculiar constitution of 
the Chinese mimd. 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
~y Olive Schreiner. Price, 25 cents. 
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DB. SCO'J.'IT'SElectric Insoles 


State Size Required
and whether 


K.ADIE8 oa GENT&. 


GIY~N AWAY (Y(HYHODYKNOWS prevention~!n~~:r:ble 1~~~~d 
much pam, suffenng, ex
pense and anxiety, hence 

Thousands of persons are now with much pleasure and GIVE AWAY a pair.of 
writhing in diseases which were 
started by catchina a cold from 
Damp or Cold Feet. "Keep the 

fe~t warm and the hea? cold" i~ a.n 
aXIom as old as the hIlls, and It 15 
as true to-day as it was then. 

Always wear our Insoles when usin g our Electric 
Plasters. Dr. Scott's Electric INSOI.,ES 
keep the feet at one telDperature all the 
'Year round (50) cents per pair). They are ligh t nnd per
sons wenring them feel a pleasant glow of warmth. 

In connection with Dr. Scott'sElectric 
Plasters, Dr. Scott's Electric Insoles 
will prevent and assist in CURINe 
almost eyery form of Disease, including: 

Rheumatism, Catarrh, 
Neuralgia, Heart Disease, 
Cold Feet. Nervous Prostra-

Kidney Complaint, tion, 
Cout, Caneral Debility. 

and help in the treatment of all forms of dis~ 
eases resulting from Over-work, etc. 

If you will sendand get that very
valuable book entitled, "THE DR S 
STORY" you w'U see it gives an 

confidence we offer. t<? ' . . Elec~nc 
Insoles. We do thIS In order to Introduce qUIckly Into 
every neighborhood Dr. Scott's celebrated remedial 

ELECTRIC PLASTERS 

They are a wonderful dIscovery, as they combIne wIth Elec
tro-Magnetism the best qualities of porous plasters made. 

DR. SCOTT'S ELECTRIC PLASTER 
Is a really wonderful remedy CURINC Colds,Coughs Chest Pains, 
Nervous, Muscular and Neuralgic Pains, Stomach, Kidney and 
Liver Pains, Dyspepsia, Malarial and other Pains, Rheumatism, 
Cout and Inflammation IN ONE TO THREE MINUTES. , 

We unhesitating "The Or's Story," 
ly guarantee that an eminently inter, 
it will produce esting work, price 
most astonishing 25c., sent free to 
results, effecting those who name 
rapid cures where this paper and 
medicine and all send us 25cts. for 
other treatments one of Oi'. Scoff'. 
fail. 'Electric Plasters. 

To quickly introduce Dr. Scotts' remarkable Electric Plasters to 
those families who cannot obtain them at their Drug store, The 
P~II Mall Electric Association of LondoQ &. New York have decided 

, 1 	 • for a short period to MAKE A PRESEN'r of a pair of GOct. Electric 
outlIne of the law of heat whIch Insole~ as you will read below • 

eXEPLlaEinsctyheRrelaCsonlWNhSYDOr·LsEcoStt'8 TO:~~~T~:~t'S(j •J:4 ~=:!i.t~~~~r:2!~K~~ 
. . , . 	 4 Elec&le Plu."•.,,1a1l $\.00 

I jlsa'l:"" I Pair Insoles, FREE, .. .60 
1 Ilr~ I.,;,g fDr's Story, . FREE." .25 

keep the feet warm and at one temperature al NO ISTT ! MONEY RETURNED EVERY TIMEI 
the year round, or why you can stand 	 R ~ IF NOT SATISFACTORY. ~~ 

On lea 111 DIY and Ylt Ravlll'. FEET. We want everyone to keep our Plasters on hand, as 
They are light and despite the layers of differ- we know the great benefits to be derived from using them, 

ent materi.al needed to pro~u~e th.e effect, p.er- and how very important to have a few in the house ready 
sons weanng them cannot dIstlngulsh anythmg . ' • 
but a pleasant giow of warmth. for prompt use In an emergency. Hence for 30 days thIS 
..-PlrSDnS .'asl Flit Penplr. wm find a liberal offer to give away our Electric' Insoles. Mention 
ready cure in Dr. Scoffs Ecectr;c Insoles , this paper and remit $I ,00 in Draft, Post-office Money 
Ix:djspe~.abletosu.fferersfromG<?ut,Absen~ of Order, Stamps or Currency in Registered Letter payable 
C!rculabon,andfabgueafterwalkmgorexerClse. DR SCOTT 8 B d N Y k C·t 
... CHEAPEST CURE OMrnDun· th "rid. to. , 42 roa way, ew or 1 y.
IIlB ev~r qliWiUm 8 0 atrAG-ENT& ~ANTED. 
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766 FREE':rHOUGHT. 

.WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN· STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $II, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-oz., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others I 

THE. CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4·ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open.face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, ,$31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DI.\MONDS.-I am a.n expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75;' do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RI ~GS AND ElVIBLElVIS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated, 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of. finest type you can read Silver Thimbl6& .30 

14 ill. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Ht'st Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 RogasBros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons' 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

IF YOU WANT TO K ow 
AU tlbout ow human bodr,mMaUh cmd QUeau. nature'6 ucreU rnH'4W. 
Hcno Life iI~U4ted,heGUh m4'ftlGined,clueouinclu~d..tUathdd4t1~ 
Hcno w ma,..", tlcmr 0tDn m4l4, MUi tronnnUtoe4Uh 0/ MaUA to~ttI 
.&ad the flW4l' popul4r, eompreMn.nN and cuqw book 'r""nll d} 

MEDIC..lL, SOCUL AXD SEXUAL SCIENCE. 
which Dr. ED(lon declares to be "pncelesa In value, n&.w, startllDg 
and very In1l1roctlve." The InteEt a<llUon Is more complete and val
nable than ever, baYing been re-WTuten In important p It eon. 
ta1DB AN An'BNDlX of great pmcUcal uUllty made up of 

OVER :00 PBESOUPTIO R BEaPE8 
I' r A t4 me D NUS _ to Aft! • 4 6 • 

c mplete . ble 01 P01SOD8 an4 .antJ,d (IrOm aumor
ttl eft), D\ll8tTateddlreetioDfl rOI' re . the dro . (pr&pared
rol' Health Board!'), and hygienic rules for ra or 1Dl&n: ; alSo 

ORIGIN OP I.IFE A.ND DEVELOPMENT MAN, 

tracIng tbe embryo from conceptIOn, through all to birth, 


lIh18trated Y Over 2 cauutul {)oJ red Lldlolfra , 

on tine plate po per. lIucb as are to be found onl11O blgb prtce~ Im

ported medical works; ond to illustrate the aDato 1, and relative 

p08it10~ ~r Important. pa each book Is also embell1sbed with 

TBIlEli: EI,F.G.lNT rn OJlOaJ.l T8of'VIT.H.OIlQAN • 


Address 1I1ll'1'81 Blll PublJaltlDg Co•• 129 , 28~ 81., If. I. 

A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen lI. Garueut!r. Introuuction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 50 ct:nts, Development of the Canon. By Bronson C. 

Keeler. Price. So cents. 

·NEW BOOKS. 
Any of the following works may be ordered 

through this office, and will be sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, $1.00. 

"The book is of most excellent spirit and 'great
ability."-Public Opinion. . 

•• Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand 
unites the rival theories of the Idealists and Real
ists."-Wta'ls·s Literary Guide. 

"Dr. Carus expounds the principles of Monism 
in a most able manner, and wllh so little technical 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure."-Secular Thought, Toronto. 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO~ORGANISMS. 

A Study in Experimf'ntal Psychology. By Alfred 
Binet. Price, 75 cents. 

"The essays constitute a powerful and masterly 
~~"e~ey~:~o~ig~2~upported by observed facts." 

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By F. Max 
Miiller. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the Science of Langu.lge." 
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, 

15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel· 
opment of the ideaof God in human thought and 
hIstory. 

"An e~ort to purify our idea of God."-Lite
rary Wort", London. 

.. The writer defines God as .. The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with much 
solid argument."- Watts's Literary-Guide,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be

tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
, 10 cents. 

.. In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mind."-Elite News, Chicago. 

his 

Doctor 

middle
seminal 

an 

many 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN, and 
the most Buccessful (in
specialty) as his practke will 
surely prove. The 
treats all thoRe peculiar dis
eases of young and 
aged men such as 

:u~:~nge~;~::fgj~~g;;;ti~~" a~d' 
ignorance of youth. 1'hose who 
are ailing should send ten (10
cents for his book, .. Private 
Counsellor," setting forth 
external Application-

A. POSITIVE ClJRE 

. The. book is worth 
tImes Its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief • 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent s~aled 

Address, DR. }{. P. F~LLOW~, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY: 
Bay where you saw this AdvertIsement. 

[From th~ Washington National View.] D:.:. Fellows. of VlD~land, New Jersey offers his valuable 
se~vlces to 1;Iol! those. 1~ .need of ~ kind, sympathetic and 
skillf?l phYSICIan. Smllliar a!Ivertlsements from unreliable 
practItioners have been aSSaIled and exposed by the press
!>ut,.Dr. Fell<?ws, a specialist, in his line, stands foremost 
lD hI!! profesSion, and.the ~ncomiums showered upon him 
publJ~ly as we~l .u.s lD pnvate, are flattering evidences of 
t~e hIgh apvreclatlO~ and ~on~dence his long and conscien
~10US dtlv~tlon to ~IS specI~I~les In his profession have 8 
Justly mented for hIm, and It 18 safe to trust him. 

A. Testimollial. 
, WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug 12 1888 

. DR. R. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy J~u sent 
!s working like a charm. I am completely surprise the wa 
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been using it one wee! 
and that weaknesss, (scnunal weaknessl is coming out all 
right. Yours respectful y, . J. R. 

R~MA~KS-Th~ above is a fafr sample of the hundreds of 
testmlOntals receIved from all parts of the United States 
fro~ youI!g, middld·aged and e~derly men, suffering from 
vanous kmds of sexua~ complamts, but who are now cured 
by m~ Extem~l A,vplicatwn, the greatest of all known 
remedlel! for thIS class of diseases. As I am an out and-out 
Lib~ral I trust the FreethinkPrs of t!le ~and will give me 
thel~ patronage, and not waste thelr tIm!) aud money OD 
Christian doctol1l. DR. F~LLOW8. 

0 
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767 FREETHOUGHT. 

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republic of North America 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
preseut conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
'tis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will' 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $ I. 

/ Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa

tion. 

By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 


Price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 


CHURCH. AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS.-THE NE\V 

, AhiERICAN PARTY, 

A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I . 50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "1 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

~THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between Gladstolle, Huxley, llulle'-, Linton 
Reville un tile Coafli~ bet.ween Geneaia awd Geo1oa 
»dee, 60 couY., 

THE LATEST FASHIONS 

,

u 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR....................................................$25~OO 

DRESS SUITS FOR ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35.00 

PANTS TO ORDER POR.................................................. 6.00 


Samples forwarded on Application. 
,CI-J:.AS. F. ::SUFt.G-1"-I:A.N". 


TAILOR, 

-,-101 FIPTH STREE'l; 101

PACIFIC CARRIAGE C(). 

BUSINESS ,. OFFICE, 11. POWELL ST. 

OLIVER HINCKLf<:V SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas for Timber Oulture a 
SPecialty. 

Have at Th6ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled ltnd Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Oal. 

~~~SBURG'S "WORK~. 
False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr.. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. Cl 

Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefrerson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 

Bible Mora~s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc~ 
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. ~ This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is dh;cllssed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination oC 
"unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Tn~'.c:~' P';f"P ... ~ ,-o",",''!' ~~()nipc: t, f:.o 

.. WASHBURN'S V(ORK'S. 

Tbe .False Teac'lInga of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schools. 
Pnc~ 5 cents. 

Was Jasus Insane1 Price, 10 Gents. 

http:CI-J:.AS
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=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:= I .. oo~e Off the pence.".. 
'l h d dIdA sys em t 0 f eaSl y·compre en e ru es an

Ch t b h' h d'l 
ar y W IC anyone can rea I y 
le~rn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

m · the most perfect manner. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts 

and Tailor 
systems. It is 

adapted to the mod
ern requirements of dress, 

and is used and indorsed by 
the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old 
_ methods as the steam car is to the stage. 

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
II. short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matters of household econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. [jl"To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents } DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

S. P. TAYLOR & CO., 
ManufOlcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, Jy~ws, Hardwar~, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. P. 


w. fa. HINTON & co. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Frauclsco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE, 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 


Sl-'owing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws, either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 -cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


_ J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
tight chapters in-refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical slory of man's creation and curse, theo
logically dellominated "the fall." Price 10 

, cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of sc:ipture claimed to predict ~he 
coming of Chn!>t has any reference to 11101. 

Price, 15 cents. Address 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Lend us a hand. We are weary of strIvmg;S· . I . - 1 
trammg eac 1 nerve to Will popn ar sense;

Why do you, when we need your assistance, 
Placidl neutral still sit on the fence. 

y, 
Inwardly sure of the right of our pleading, 

Secretly hoping success to our fight, 
Step from your outlook, your neutral position, 

Bravely and openly join us outright. 

Deep in your heaats you approve of our wishes, 
'Tis but a question of time, as you know, 

Openly come to us, say you are with us, 
N ow is the time to encourage us so. 

Are we not pleading for right and for justice? 
Dare not deny it; it is no pretense, 

Come with your influence, eloquence, wisdom, 
Come down and help us! "Come down off of 

the fence!" -The Primitive Catholic. 

Base-ball. 

"He is out," said the man at the game of ball, 
And he said it with half a sneer. 

The player's chance was beyond recall 
And success had seemed so near. 

He might have "come home" 'midst the cheer
ing shout 

That quenches ambition's thirst. 
But now he is merely talked about 

As the man who "went out at first." 

There's many a youth who in life's great game 
Starts in with a winning gait 

Toward the goal where riches and tempting 
fame 

For the chosen of fortune wait. 
He fails. and is greeted with sniffs and sneers 

Or with pity-by far the worst
'Till a welcome grave hides the hopes and fears 

Of the man who went out at first. 

Making It Easier for Her Mother. 

" May I have the pleasure of accom pa
nying you on the straw ride, Miss Green?" 
said the young man, hopefully. "Your 
mother is going to chaperone the party." 

She hesitated a moment before answer
ing. 

" Don't you think," she replied at length, 
H that if mamma is going as chaperone it 
would be much nicer to sit on the front 
piazza \vhile mamma is away?"-Boston 
Beacon .. 

CALLER-"Why don t you try Christian 
science for Fido? You know how much it 
did for our baby." Hostess-" Yes; but I 
can't afford to fool with the life of that dog. 
\Vhy, he co~t $45."-Judge. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER (reprovingly)
H Boys, do you know what day this is?" 
Street Urchin-" Hi fellars. Here's a cove 
as don't know ",hat day this is. Guess he's 
been out all night!" 

A RELIGIOUS exchange says: "The Rev. 
Mr. Bacchus is conducting a big temper
ance revival in Laurel, Del.; the Rev. l\ir. 
Smoker is preaching against smoking, and 
the Rev. 1\1:r. Husband, of England, has 
come out against the clergy marrying." 

IN her remarks to Parliament the queen 
started off: "My Lords and Gentlemen." 
Even the queen is beginning to see that 
there is a distinction between her lords and 
gentlemen. 

·It 

SOMETHING · NEW! 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYM~ BOOK," 
--A COLLECTION OF-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 


-For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

!'rice .... , ....••••••........... $1.50 
Address orders to 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operatiop, etc., to callers. He is; also 
authorized' to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of thp. ar
gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. -. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Prancisc·o. 

)~ karat Gold Scarf Pin . ~ .. .. .... . ...................$ .- 0 
10 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.......... ........ 2 0 
14 karat Gold, small size Badge Pin.................. 275 
U kara~ Gold, sma.ll size Badge Pin with Diamond, $5, 6 00 
10 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin.............. . ....... 300 
1~ kara.t Gold, Large Badge Pin ........... : ........... 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm Ifor watch ch&ln)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm for watch chain)....... ~ 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain).. ..... 5 00 
)~ karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 600 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Diamond- If 00 

*TWa Is a full-bodied diamond, sct so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy. 

Bent to any address, prepaid, and guaranteed as repre
ented or money refunded, address, 

PUTNAM &; MACDONALD, 
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, CaL 

impart a deliclOIlS flavor to all drinks, cure dYsP. epsia, promote- digestion, and 

I ers regulate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy 
street, San Francisco, Cal.Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 8 
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SAN FRANCISCO, 

THE PAPER AND THE WORK. 

It is a fact that nowhere in the country has Liberalism been so 
progressive and victorious as upon the Pacific coast. Two state 
organizations have been built up and . the local work in many 
quarters has received a splendid ~mpulse. Those who believe in 
Liberalism; who realize that it is an intellectual and moral power 
which the world deeply needs; that it means civilization, human
ity, nobler dignity for human life and toil, the removal of super
stitions from the minds of men, and the establishment of justice; 
those who thus see in Liberalism the glory of the future, will 
rejoice that so much has been done and that t4e way is opening 
for larger efforts and success. 

Much of this improvement is due to the lecturers in the field, 
who have so earnestly devoted themselves to the advancement 
of Freethought. The importance of the lectures given from 
point to point cannot be overestimated. They stir the minds of 
the people as nothing else can. They create discussion, inquiry, 
investigation, agitation, which only personal power can do-the 
presence of the individual who stands as the embodiment of the 
cause. Vast masses of people can be reached in this.way that 
cannot be reached otherwise. Many will not read books or 
papers, even if thrust. in their way, but will come and listen to a 
speaker, and even if they don't come the lecture will be discussed 
in one's hearing, and some "ripple be made in his mind. Every 
great movement has been carried on by this means, every great 
party has won power by meetings and speeches. There is an 
attraction, an excitement, in such gatherings which comes not 
simply from the orator, but from the people who are together 
animated by the same purpose, which purpose grows stronger 
because of this union of heart and hand. The living voice has 
ever been a mighty power, and those who with devotion and en
thusiasm and special training ca~ fitly express the grand ideas of 
Liberalism upon the platform should receive a constant and 
generous support. 

But when it comes to the combination of our forces-to a , 
union of work upon a broad scale throughout the state and the" 
nation-the lecture field is inadequate." The lecture creates a 
locil activity, many lectures create many local activities, but when 

it comes to the shaping of these local excitements into a com
prehensive movement that shall make a grand army of all the 
scattered elements of Freethought, othe~ means than lectures are 
necessary. The lecturer cannot speak to the whole state or nation 
at once. He is in a locality. 

What is needed for a broad organized work is that which is 
not local-which can speak at once to all the Liberals, not from 
point to point as the lecturer does-and that power is the press, 
the paper. It is simply impossible to carry on any large organiza
tion without a paper. No party has ever succeeded or ever can 
succeed without it. No reform has ever been carried on without 
the influence of the press. Its power is this: That it is universal,' 
it is constant, it can speak simultaneously to the masses. One 
issue reaches thousands and thousands of readers, and the same 
thought impels. No organization of any extent can be carried 
on without this means. Local organizations might be maintained, 
but there could be no general action, no united effort extending 
through large communities, through states, and the nation. 

Those who have watched the course of events must see that 
FREETHOUGHT, as a Liberal journal, has been an all-important 
factor in the Liberal progress of the Pacific Coast for the last 
two years. The organization of the California Liberal Union, of 
the San Francisco local society, of the Oregon State Secular 
Union, and the late splendid Convention at Portland-all these 
have been the direct outcome of the establishment of the paper. 
It has made a bond of union which could not otherwise exist. 
It has enabled Liberals, though separated by thousands of miles, 
to communicate with each other and to act as one man. Through 
this paper two thousand Liberals are in constant association. A 
common purpose can be expressed and executed. This could 

. not be done by lectures, or by the writing of letters. In addition 
to these individual methods of reaching one another there should 
be a universal method, and the press to-day is this method. 
Thousands of Liberals can be consulted at once, and action de
termined upon, and co-operation formed, which, without a paper, 
could not be done except by months of labor. To carry on the 
work of Liberalism, now so auspicious on the Pacific coast, the 
existence of the paper is absolutely necessary. The working 
power of the organizations already established depends upon the 
constant influence of the paper. The paper creates an atmos
phere, a world of common thought and sympathy, which is the 
fountain of fresh enthusiasms. The soul, the spirit, of organiza
tion must be maintained by unceasing companionship. Suppose 
an army only drilled and acted as companies. The companies 
in themselves might be finely trained and, simply as a company, 
do excellent work. But the companies must be formed into 
regiments, regiments into brigades, brigades into divisions, divis
ions into corps, and corps into one grand army, every part acting 
harmoniously for a supreme purpose. This union of Liberals 
on a vast scale can only be effected by a paper. All the Liberals 
of Califoniia must act together for certain Iurposes. All the 
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Liperals of Oregon must do the same, and a.ll the Liberals of 
Washington. There are other purposes for which all the Liberals 
of the Pacific coast and the Great West must work together. 
Without the paper the great organizations now established will 
be shorn of their usefulness. The life blood will cease to sparkle. 
Liberalism grows t by fellowship, by the attraction of like with 
like. It is a social movement. It is not founded upon dogma 
or authority, but upon common interests. That which impels is 
a living and progressive humanity. The powers of this cannot 
be brought into play in full measure except by the almost illimit
able potency of the :lress which, like the sun, keeps uponits 
unwearied course. The living voice, magnetic in its sphere, can
not, like the amazing 'and fairy-like power of the press, reach 
all lands, and in one word arouse millions to a united determi
nation. 

In the vast growth of Liberalism, in the organizations and unity 
to come, the Freethought paper is an unquestioned necessity. It 
di~places no other instrumentality, but unites, utilizes, and broad
ens and deepens them all. It opens new fields to individual 
effort. The press, by its very nature, is democratic and can only 
exist by meeting the common demands. It is not for the benefit 
of ' one but of all. It must be the child of the 'people, of the 
people and for the people, or it cannot flourish. 

Every Liberal who believes in Liberalism and its future glory 
-in the development of man-must believe in the Liberal 
paper. He will see the necessity of the paper, and he will be 
ready to support the paper. , 

Every one of the two thousand subscribers of FREETHOUGHT 
who knows what has been done in the past and what can be 
done in the future will realize the importance of FREETHOUGHT. 
There is not a Liberal who would not deeply regret the suspen
sion of the paper. Such a misfortune would retard for years the 
noble work that is now going on. 

The editors of the paper, so far, have put their capital and 
work into the paper for the sake of the paper itself, and are 
ready and willing to continue the sacrifice. They desire no 
personal advantage. They desire the success of the paper be
cause its success is the success of Liberalism itself. 

The way of success is open. There is no doubt of it. The 
labors of the last two years have shown the splendid possibilities 
of the Liberal movement; what energy, devotion, self-sacrifice, 
hard work, and unquenchable faith in freedom and justice can 
do. The fields are open and the harvests' are shining, but the 
harvests cannot be gathered except by co-operative effort. The 
results of the two year's work upon FREETHOUGHT are in the 
hands of the Liberals of the Great West. 

It is not best hereafter that there should ·be any chance for 
personal advantage in the success of FREETHOUGHT. Whatever 
the paper gains, let it gain for the Liberals as a whole. Itshould 
be a common property; a representati"e organ supported by a 
body of representative Liberals. All there is in it of influence 
. and profit will then go to the cause. 

This movement cannot and will not be a failure. The future 
. of the Liberalism of the coast depends upon it. Think what 
'that future will be; what the Great West will be ten years from 
now. When one looks upon the immense resources of these lands, 
so varied, so wonderful, with mountain and plain, with gold and 
silver and iron, with fruit and grain, under the brightest skies, 
the most' genial sun, with streams of trade ~ast and West in
creasing day by day, with ships from every shore, the gleaming· 

, iron horse from every mart of industry~ and the" prairie schooner" 

floating by the thousands' over vast deserts, laden with the best 
grit of the country, what a future of art, wealth, and splendor 
greets not simply the poet's eye, but the plain, business, common
sense view. These great states have just begun to grow. The 

",long years of prosperity are still before. In the next decade 
millions of people will find a home in these regions of golden 
promise. 

Never did Liberalism-Liberalism in the broadest and deepest 
sense, Liberalism in politics, in philosophy, in life, in horne, in 
society-have such a splendid career before it, and the heart of 
every Liberal should thrill with joy at the opportunity he has, by 
united effort, of achieving for the future such a magnificent 
empire for justice and liberty and truth. Co-operation is the 
word of civilization to-day, it is the latest and best word of Evo
lution itself, it is the word of power. The churches co-operate 
against us; they have not only the churches themselves, but 
vast missionary associations and tract societies and publishing 
companies; they have secret organizations of which the world 
at large knows nothing, and with these vast instrumentalities 
they are working increasingly for the maintenance of superstition 
and slavery. Liberals must co-operate, not simply as a matter of 
fellowship but as a matter of business, of defense, of constructive 
work. The opportunity is now presented for the establishment 
of one of the most -effective Freethought organizations in the 
country. It is an assured success, but the more there are in it, 
the larger the number of stockholders, the better. Let there be 
one thousand live Liberals in this movement. What a power 
they would be~ having the manifold capacities of the press in 
their own hands, like Jove's thunderbolts or like the blessed 
power of light and heat, to be constantly used for liberty and 
the advancement of the' world. Let not one single Liberal in 
the ranks of Freethought who can afford to buy a share, remain
outside of this great movement. 

HEAVEN'S LOCALITY: 
r-

In 'last Sunday's Examiner seven clergymen of San Francisco 
undertake to answer the question, " What is Heaven Like?" and 
not one of them succeeds. 

The Rev. Dr. Harcourt owns up at once that "the attempt to 
localize heaven has been about as successful as the attempt to lo
calize God"-that is, it has failed entirely. Nevertheless he as
seits that" when we come into complete harmony with the laws 
of God we are in heaven. Heaven is harmony with God. 
Heaven is virtue and truth. Heaven is child-like confidence in 
our Father God. Heaven is love abiding. Union with God 
makes the true heaven." If any person desired a ticket for the 
heaven of Dr. Harcourt, it would be interesting to know just 
what language he would use in calling for it. 

RabbiJacob Voorsanger falls back upon the faith that" Prov
idence may be implicitly trusted to give divine care to the soul of 
man, after the processes of disintegration shall have obtained 
control of his body." This remark is about as wanting in defi
niteness as is Dr. Harcourt's description. 

Dr. Stebbins; Unitarian, claims that " it is not a place at all . . . ,
but a state of mind and heart. So heaven is wherever it is, and 
whenever it is." There seems to be no way of denying that 
conclusion. 

The Rev. Thomas Easton says that "heaven is a place some
where in the immensity of space." Naturally. It would be diffi
cult to find a locality outside the immensity of space, but" Dr. 

- Easton's reply gives no information. 
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The Rev. John Gray observes: "When I am asked to tell 
what heaven is I feel that the best answer I can give is simply 
this: I have never been there; therefore I know nothing about 
it." • That is candid if not satisfactory. 

The Rev. William H. Scudder opens as follows: "That heaven 
is a place, goes with th~ saying; yet whether the generally re
ceived opinion about it, as a place, is not rather Miltonic than 
scriptural is a question that might be interesting to discuss were 
time and place afforded." Although Mr. Scudder occupies a 
half a column of space, he adds nothing to his exordium. 

The last of the symposiasts is the Rev. P. ]. Grey, who s~ys: 
"When death comes and the spirit is separated from the body it 
goes to meet its reward, while the body is consigned to the 
earth. Thus the soul in its perfection may meet its maker and 
enjoy its reward before the resurrection of the body. Heaven 
is perfection, and only perfection is in heaven." 

Here we have the best, presumably, that seven of what the 
Examiner calls San Francisco's ablest clergymen can say as to 
location and character of the heaven they preach; yet they tell us 
nothing about the future state of sufficient definiteness or authen
ticity to remove the Christian heaven from the realm of myths 
and fables. But we cannot blame them. They have told us all 
they know-and probably more. 

IN his" Sick-Room Notes," dated November 12, the first he 
has written since his late attack of illness, Mr. Charles Bradlaugh 
says: 

" I am informed that several persons have circulated statements im
plying that some change has taken place in my opinions on questions of 
theology. There is not the shadow of foundation or excuse for any such 
statement. It would be ill-becoming to boast, but I may say that my 
convictions and teachings have not been with me subject of doubt or un
certainty. I note that the British Weekly states that' on one occasion, 
he [Mr. Bradlaugh] said that he had almost been persuaded by a ser
mon of the Rev. Arthur Mursell.' There is no foundation whatever for 
this declaration. I received years ago many kindly attentions from the 
Rev. Arthur Mursell. I only heard him preach once, and that was very 
many years ago, in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester. I remember of 
that sermon only the concluding words: ' My subject next Sunday will 
be "Beware of the Dog!'" The editor of the Brlti:.h Weekly clearly 
knows me better than I do myself. He says: 'He [Mr. Brad\augh] 
has the earthliest of minds, is without a touch of poetry, imagination or 
yearning.' For the ·sake of his general readers I trust that there are 
some subjects on which the editor of the British Weekly writes with 
knowledge." 

WE received an invitation to be preseut at the twenty-fifth an
niversary of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. John J .. McCabe, at 
their residence, 733 Broadway, Albany, N. Y., on Nov. 2 3, 1889. 
We are present in spirit to wish our friends all happiness as they 
pass the silver gates of love and joy. May they press on with 
flowers and music and happy labor to the golden gates. Mr. 
McCabe is well known throughout our ranks, a comrade ,vho de
serves honor and congratulation, and the wife also shall be 
crowned queen of the home. FREETHOUGHT gives its benediction 
to this delightful occasion. 

A GREAT deal of space in this issue is given up to letters from 
those who wish to take stock in the Pacific Coast Freethought 
Publishing Company. No apology is needed for this course, 
because nothing can be more gratifying to our readers every
where than such an exhibition of what Dr. Coman aptly calls 
Ie cash sympathy" with the movement. No one will therefore 
regret the less important matter crowded out. 

"SOME of our Atheistic friends," remarks the editor of· the 
Golden Gate, "seem so apprehensive that they might be be
trayed into doing something that may squint at the recognition 
of an Infinite Over~uling Intelligence, that they will hardly allow 
themselves to be properly appreciative of the real joys and bless
ings of life, lest such appreciation might be' construed to the dis
advantage of their materialistic claims." Brother Owen has a 
wrong idea of the matter he discusses. We have never kno\vn 
an Atheist who was opposed to a proper appreciation of the 
blessings of life. . Atheists do not object to gratitude or thanks
giving, but they do most earnestly protest against state appoint
ments of religious holy days marked by superstitious mummeries 
and prayer and praise addressed to a myth. To thank God for 
blessings referable solely to humanity is as unjust as it would be 
for Mr. Owen's subscribers to throw their money into the deep 
sea instead of sending it to the office of the Golden Gate. 

THE three great fires of Thanksgiving week were a grim re
minder of the foolishness of prayer and praise. At Lynn, in 
Massachusetts, ten millions' worth of property went up in smoke, 
and th:msands of people were thrown out of employment and 
turned homeless into the streets. At Boston half .as much prop .. 
erly was destroyed by fire. At Minneapolis two-score persons 
perished in a death-trap called the Tribune BUilding. Mean.. 
while the people of the nation were thanking some alleged God 
for his goodness. An annual cursing day would be just as sensi
ble. 

MR. N. F. GKISWOLD, head of the Griswold, Richmond & 
Clock Company, Meriden, Conn., has notified us that he will 
take one hundred shares in the Freethought Publishing Company 
and forward draft for the amount thereof upon due notification. 
We trust that some of o~r local friends with plenty of means 
will see this raise of Mr. Griswold and perhaps go him a few 
better. Is California to be bluffed by Connecticut? Shall the 
Pacific take water from the Atlantic, and· the orange bow to the 
nutmeg? We shall see. 

WE are pleased to receive notes like the following: 
PROSPECT VALLEY, W. VA., Nov. 25, 1889. 

PUBLISHERS OF FREETHOUGHT: I would be pleased to e~amine copies 
of your paper. I have preached the gospel of Christ for several years, 
but have lately abandoned the pulpit. I think we can get along with. 
out gospel preaching. .Yours truly, JAS. A. CHALFANT. 

It is always gratifying to see the clergy abandoning the church 
provided the, leave it head first.: 

THE courts have decided that the alien Mormons of Utah are 
not en~itled to vote on account of their prior allegiance to the 

. churc-JI. This is a great sketch of judicial authority, and if ac
cepted as a precedent would disfranchise alien Roman Catholics 
and other sects. 

OUR spiritual neighbor, the Carrier Dove, has suffered from 
fire in its printing office, probably in the absence of Dr. Schles
inger's guides. The sympathies of all good Spiritualists in this 
world and many in the next will be extended to our est~emed 
contem porary. 

NEXT week we shall publish an extended account of the incor
poration and proceedings up to the present time of the Free
thought Publishing Company, including articles, by-laws, etc. It 

. is b:!lieved that everything has been put in shape satisfactory to 
all shareholders. 
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SOMETHING LIKE A BOOM. 

Shares in the FREETHOUGHTPUBLISHING COMPANY are being 

subscribed for with a readiness, that is affilost surprising, more 

than six hundred being already taken. This means nothing 

less than success, ~nd the Company will be at once organized.. 

The directors will immediately issue certificates of stock 'and be 

prepared to receive funds. Those who subscribe after reading 

th!s notice, may accompany their orders for stock with such 

~ash installments .as they are ableto make; the amounts wi}l be 

credited to the senders and certificates ·returned. 

The following letters indicate the way Liberals in all parts of 

the West are taking hold of this enterprise: 

SAN DIEGO, Nov. 29, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD, lJear Sirs: Your letter of Nov. 

17, inclosing circular; is just received, forwarded to. me. from 
Denver. I think the new, departure a good one. It wIll gIve the 
concern standinO" and enlist more persons directly in the cause. 

, I will take t\~enty shares at $5 each, and if you do not get 
,enough in a reasonable length of time to sta~t the business I will 
'double the amount. I have come over to thIS coast to spend the 
winter as I have done for some years past, excepting last winter. 
I inte~d going north later in the season and ~hall make you a 
call Hoping you will have a good outcome In the present ven
ture, I remain .Yours fraternally, AUSTIN W. SMITH. 

MERIDEN. Conn., Nov. 28. 1889. 
, MESSRS. PUTNAl\I &l'vLI\CDOKALD: Your circular of the 17th 
came duly to hand, and co~tents l~ave been noted with p!easure. 
"I earnestly hope that you wIll receIve a prompt and effi~Ient re
sponse to your call from at least one-half of your subscnbers f~r 
one or more shares of the stock. or what would be better, If 
every subscriber to FREETHOUGHT could own one share 0'£ the 
stock. However, as you have-no doubt Joun? from expenence 
that many good-hearted Liberals are poor I~ poc~~t and that 
many more who are rich in ,Pocket are P?or III spmt, aI?d t?at 
our principles will not permIt ~s to do bUSIll~SS on the SWIndlIng 
vicarious-atonement-free-salvatlOn plan, I WIll send you a draft 
on New York for one hundred shares of the stock when you 
advise me'that you are 'ready for business. - Truly yours, 

N. F. GRISWOLD. 

SAN FRANCI£CO, CAL., Nov. 25. 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & l\fACDONALD: I hope your scheme for the cir

culation of Freethought literature will be a success, and to help it 
in my small way I will gladly ta~e one share-would take more 
'if I could. C. E. SPAFFORD. 

.PORTLAND, OR., Nov. 23, 1889. 
: . FRIEND PUTNAM: If a company is formed and commences the 
'publication of FREETHOUGHT, I will make it a donation according 
to my means. Yours truly, C.BEAL. 

SHERIDAN, OR., Nov. 24, 1889. 
M~SSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Yours of the 17th inst. is at 

hand and after perusing it, I amwell satisfied it would be a 
grand scheme for the Pacific slope to have a concern of this 
kind and hope that it may prosper. I cannot do very much 
just now but hope to do so. I am only a laborer for wages, but 
I will ca~vass around for the interest of Liberalism any and every 
time. JOS.BARBEAU. 

PORTLAND, OR., Nov. 24, 1889. 
MR. S. P. PUTNAM: Yours ofthe -17th is received. I think the 

Freethought Publishing Company is just what the coast needs. 
Mrs. Krekel and myself will.take sh~res. I will talk it up in our 

,society and I think every. Llbera~ wIll and ought to take shares. 
.The Portland Secular Umon, whIch you worked so hard to or
,', ganize at the close of your lectures, bids fair to be one of the 

1eading societies in Portland; we have at present fifty members~ 
and before spring we hope to number one hundred. ,Much 
credit is due our worthy president, Dr. Semler. We have one of 
the nicest halls in the city, money in the treasury, and everyone 
happy. We have meetings every Sunday, and every two weeks 
a social. MATTIE BLAISDELL, 

, Secretary of the Portland Secular Union. 

SAN PASQUAL, Nov. 23, 1889. 
FRIEND MACDONALD: I 'think your scheme a laudable one, 

and am willing to help it on to the best of my ability by taking 
shares just how much I will not now say, but nothing would 
please' me better than to see it made a success. I have often 
thought we should have something of the kind on this coast. It 
will always be a pleasure to help on FREETHOUGHT and the cause. 

Your friend and well-wisher, B. B. ROCKWOOD. 

BUCKLEY, W. T., Nov. 26, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS : Yours concerning the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING 

COMPANY received. I hope the enterprise will prove a great suc
cess. I will take two shares at present, and may be able to in
terest others here if I can find the time. COKE EWING. 

ARAGO, OR., Nov. 25, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear- Frz'ends: Your letter received. 

Your proposition strikes me as not only feasible .but as one of 
the best means of organizing the Liberals of the coast, if they 
will take hold. Every Liberal should take at least one share. 
The more taking hold the greater assurance of success. Every 
stockholder will virtually be an agent, he will not only patronize 
the concern himself, but having a personal interest he will secure 
patronage from others. 

I have ~poken to several of the friends here, and I find that all 
indorse my opinions and will take stock. 

You can count on me for at least four shares,provide~ the 
rest of the friends are not too greedy and take all before I get a 
chance. Save me one at least in this event. 

I shall agitate this matter and write you again. Have started 
a subscription list. Yours fraternally, J. HENRY SCHROEDER. 

EL MONTE, CAL., Nov. 27, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD : Your circular letter is re

ceived. I heartily approve of your plan to incorporate a joint 
stock FREETHOUGHT PUBLLC;HING COMPANY, and I will take two (2) 
shares now, and more hereafter. Yours truly, A. H. HOYT. 

FORT BRAGG, CAL., Nov. 26, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Gentlemen: Relative to the circular 

you sent me, proposing the establishment of a Freethought Pub
lishing House, I think it a great and splendid idea, and I am 
qttite willing to do all I can. If I cannot subscribe for ten or 
twenty shares, certainly I can take one. Yours truly, 

HENRY HOUSTON. 

OREGON CITY, OR., Nov. 23, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Yours of November 18 is 

at hand I would say, I will take four shares at $5 each, making 
$20, as I am satisfied we need something of the kind on this 
coast, either in San Francisco or Portland, Oregon, in conjunc
tion with FREETHOUGHT;'it would be a good scheme. Let me 
know when you want the cash. Yours truly, B. F. LINN. 

• BUCKLEY, Nov. 19, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: I am poot but will go one five dollars to down 

our common enemy, religious ignorance. , Yours truly, , 
A. WICKERSHAM. 

KALAl\IA, WASH., Nov. 25,' 1889. : 
PUTNAM & MACDONAI.D: Yes, put me down for four shares at 

$5 each. I hope it will' be a success. I also expect to see 
some day a Freethinkers' Library (public or private) in San 
Francisco. It cost hundreds of dollars to muster any sort of .a 
Freethought librarv. A person may not require to read volumes 
to understand the' articles favoring the Nine Demands, but to 
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gather books, and extract facts and arguments to awaken our 
sleepy Christian friends, has become a heavy load on some of our 
Freethought group. . Yours for the Liberal cause, 
. GEO. SVENSSON. 

CALDWELL, IDAHO, Nov. 24, 1889. 
PUTNAM AND MACDONALD: You may put my name down for 

one share, $5, which I will remit when needed. I will do all I 
can to help the association along. As you are aware I have 
poor material to work on in this orthodox town. I think I ;am 
the only one who takes your paper here. Hoping you will meet 
\vith success in your undertaking, I remain, Yours truly, 

MRS. 1\1:. PEFFERLE. 

EUIA, WASH. Nov. 23, 1889. 
To th~ Editors of Fruthought: 

In reply to your circular I will say that I will take one share 
arter the 1st of January, 1890, and will take more if I can; will 
do all I can for you here. 'fhere are a good many Liberals 
here who, I think, will take shares. Yours, 

C. C. TUNNICLIFF. 

SANTA BA~BARA, CAL., Nov. 21, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: Your letter and circular of the 17th inst. is at 

hand and I must say I am fully in sympathy with the enter
prise: not that I would expect to be benefited financially, but it 
is just the kind of work I would like to see done. I wish I 
could do more, but I dare promise to take but one share. 

Your friend, L. P. LANGLEY. 

TEMPE, ARIZ., Nov. 20, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: If the association is formed, I will take two 

shares and induce others to do something. I have spent but 
few dollals for mental liberty for the last year or tw J, for the 
reason that I have had but few dollars. It gives new hope to 
see your grit. Yours, W. A. CHESS. 

ROCKFORD, Nov. 23, 1889. 
MR. PUTNAM, Dear Friend.~ Your letter in regard to establish

ing a FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COl\lPANY was received yesterday. 
I think it a good idea and I hope success will attend your efforts. 
I will take two shares. I am a great admirer of FREETHOUGHT. 
"News and Notes" describes many small places in the country 
that I presume we would not hear of in any other way. 

MRS. S. B. MILLER. 

HEU:NA, MONT., Nov. 24, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: You may enter my name for one share in the 

FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. Yours in the faith, 
CHAS. M. JEFFERS. 

DEL MAR, CAL., Nov. 25, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: I will subscribe for two shares of stock in the 

Pacific Coast FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COlIPANY, and may it live 
long and prosper. Respectfully yours, A. H. SMITH. 

FRESNO FLATS, CAL., Nov. 26, 1889. 
S. P. PUTNAM, Friend and Brother: I have recerved your cir

cular and I think the enterprise will be a success. "Put my 
name down for five shares; T. G. Hayes, one share; Jo. Crane, 
one share; Geo. Merritt, one share; O. M:. Beam, one share; and 
I think I can get as many more. Yours as ever, 

R. LARAMORE. 

ALHAMBRA, Cal., Nov. 24, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD : Your circular asking for sup

port for a Freethought Publishing Company to hand, at;ld will 
say in reply that you can count on me for a share. I wl.ll also 
induce others to take stock in it to the best of my ability. I 
should be much pleased if some Freethinker residing wilh!n a 
radius of twenty-five miles of Alhambra would commumcate 
with me, as I am entir(>ly unacquainted with any persons holding 
heterodox views and as the Christians would say, I want to come 
into the fold. i am'desirous of having some lectures given in 

several small towns in this vicinity, in which I think good work 
could be done; and being entirely by myself in my views I feel 
unable to accomplish anythin"g. Wishing your new enterprise 
success, I remain Yours for mental liberty, MURRAY HORNE. 

. TURNER, Or., Nov. 25, 1889. 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: . Your circular of Nov. 17 is 

at hand. I will take one share. Hoping the enterprise will be 
indorsed by the many friends of FREETHOUGHT, I remain 

Most truly, W. H. NASH. 

PALISADE MINES, Nov, 27, 1889. 
FRIEXD PUTNAM: Your favor is received. I will agree to take 

ten shares in the Freethought Publishing Company. Wishing 
you and FREETHOUGHT every success, 

Yours truly, R. F. GRIGSBY. 

UNION, Or., Nov. 26, 1889. 
DEAR PUTNAM: You can put me down for two shares in the 

Freethought Publishing Company. Yours truly, 
E. C. BRAINARD. 

BOULDER CREEK, Nov. 25, 1889.. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear St'rs: You can count on me for 

one share. \Vou'd like to take more, Lut an not able. I am 
one of those happy mortals that has to pay a happier mortal's 
debts. I think anj hope your enterprise will be a success. 

J. D. KAUFMAN... 

STELLA, \Vash., Nov. 22, 1889_ 
FRIENDS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: I like the ideaj will help you 

all I can toward:; maintaining the institution you think of estab
lishing; can't do much because I have not the means to do with, 
but I will take at least two shares. You will hear from other 
Liberals of this place about this matter in a short time. Success 
to you and FREETHOUGHT. Respectfully yours, JAMES JARREL. 

BLOOMFIELD, Cal., Nov. 24, 1889. 
MR. GEO. E. l\'IACDONALD, Dear Szr: Mr. Doane directs me to 

say to you to put him down for one share, and also says that 
perhaps after a little he may take one or two shares more. We 
think well of the enterprise, anJ if I were to remain in the state 
I would surely invest. Very truly yours, N. HUNT. 

ORANGE ClTY, Iowa, Nov. 22, 1889. 
GEN.TLElIIEN: I think the plan better than the guarantee fund. 

I have use for all the money I can scrape together at present in 
a venture of my own, but I will promise you a twenty dollar bill 
and take as many shares as that would bring. DELESP1NASSE. 

RAYMOND, Cal., Nov. 29,1889: . 
S. P. PUTNAM, Str: We have your proposition in reference to 

your institution. In the first place I will speak for myself. I 
propose to take four shares. Several others have expressed their 
resolution to take stock immediately. One or two more, under 
the circumstances, must wait awhile. I expect to be in San 
Francisco on the celebration of Paine's birthday and to have a 
list and the coin. D. BUCKINGHAM.. 

MCCANNA, N. Dakota, Nov. 26, 1889. 
EDITOR FREETHOUGHT, Dear Str: Inclosed find two dollars for 

subscription to FREETHOUGHT. I will take one share of stock if 
the company is organized. . CHARLES BARTA.. ; 

HA1\IILTON, Or.~ Nov. 26~ 1889.: . 
KIND FRIENDS: As you have been good enough to offer mea 

chance to take part in your enterprise, the Fre&thought Publish
ing Company, I will take one share at five dollars. 

Yours in the cause of Liberalism, ALMIRA SWEEK. 

, YAKIlIIA CITY, \Vash., Nov. 28, 1889. 
GENTLElIIEN: I am pleased with the enterprise that you pro

pose to go into and will do my best to help you on. I will take· 
four or five shares in the business. I left the note I had from 
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you with a friend in North Yakima, who approves of the sdreme 
and has put his name on the list. He will take some shares 
and· try to get as many friends as he can to take an interest. It 
is the best business plan that has been proposed to aid the cause. 

Yours ever, T. McAuSLAN. 

UNION, Or., Nov. 26, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: Put my name down for one share for,the pro

posed organization of the Freethought Publishing Company. If 
it is necessary to make it go I will probably take a few more 
shares. A. K. JONES. 

SOUTH BUTTE, Mont., Nov. 27, 1889.. ,. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Your circular to hand and I 

hope the enterprise will be a success. Put me down for one 
share. I expect to be in San Francisco shortly, whel! I will call 
in the office. If not, I will forward the money to you. 

W. S. BIRKETT. 

SAN LORENZO, CaL, Nov. 30, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: In answer to your circular of 

the 17th inst., I will state that, though not very strong, we'll help 
as much as able to push the cause along. Put Geo. Hinrichsen 
down for one share; also the undersigned for one share. 

Fraternally, HENRY DOPMAN. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Dear Friends: I have received the 
circular announcing your grand enterprise, and consiaer it the 
duty of all who have the cause of Freethought at heart to come 
to the front and take every share they can spare money to take. 
I am a poor man, working on a salary, but you can depend on 
me for two shares. O. B. LOGAN. 

BAKER CITY, Or., Nov. 25, 1889. 
S. P. PUTNAM, Dear Friend and Brother: Yours of the 17th is 

at hand. . I think that the enterprise will be a success, at least I 
hope so, as a Liberal and scientific publishing house is just what 
is wanted on the coast. I think that the Liberals of California, 
Oregon, and Washington will take hold of this scheme with their 
whole heart. For energy, enterprise, and go-ahead-ativeness, 
give me a Liberal every time in preference to a moss-covered 
disciple of theology. I will take at least five shares in the com
pany. Yours fraternally, H. J. FULLER, M.D. 

ASPEN, Col., Nov. 27, 1889. 
DEAR MR. PUTNAM: Your favor of the 17th inst. received with 

circular proposing the establishment of a Freethought Publishing 
Company in San Francisco. The idea is good; it is something 
we need; and I pledge myself to take five shares at $5 each, and 
may be will take more in January next. I will try to induce 
others to invest. Yours for success, JOHN ENGSTROM. 

GEORGETOWN, Col., Nov. 25, 1889. 
S. P. PUTNAl\I, Dear Sir: Your circular at hand. We think it 

a very favorable enterprise. You have hit on a splendid idea. 
I only regret not having the capital to take as many shares as I 
would wish. I will take one share, and you can call on me for 
the money any time you wis~. If I can take more I will do so, 
but will not promise. A friend of ours, Mr. Thomson, will tak'e 
one share. . I will try to get others to take some. With our best . 
wishes for the success of the Freethought Publishing Company, 

Yours sincerely, MRS. T. S. OLD. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. I, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD : Your circular has been at 

hand ten days. I read it carefully twice. I think it would be a 
very good thing to organize and build up such an institution as 
you speak of, namely, the FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
and Scientific Book-store; and to aid it on, put me down for one 
share of stock. LORD A. NELSON. 

DAYTON, OR., Nov. 30, 1889. 
BROTHERS PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Yours in regard to the Free

thought Publishing Company is received. We gave it our earn

est attention and think it a grand idea, and if carried out as pro
posed, it will be a great and lasting benefit to the people, and 
especially to the people on the Paclfic Coast. You can count on 
$10 from us (two shares), and call for the Vs when needed. We 

. hope that those who are more able will take just as many shares 
as they possibly can. Yours, 

- M. MILLER, SR., & M. MILLER, JR. 

BERDAN, CAL, Nov. 24, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN.: I indorse the proposition in your circular letter 

in regard to FREETHOUGHT. Put me down for one share; also P. 
A. Jurgensen, one share. Call for money on or before Jan. I, 
1890. I would take a thousand shares if able. Wishing you 
success, I remain Yours for Freethought, JNO. DIX. 

ELLSWORTH,KAN., Nov. 28, 1889. 
MR. EDITOR, Dear Sir: Put me down for one share in your 

Publishing Company. If money is plenty, I may take two, but 
will not promise now. SARAH J. METZLER. 

. RANDOLPH, OR., Nov. 26, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: I received your circular and shall be glad to take 

one share, as I consider the organization you contemplate is just 
what is needed. . ANDERS CARLSON. 

BOULDER, COLO., Nov. 27, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: Your plan meets with my approbation, and I 

must put myself down for one share, not that it will help much, 
but just to show my cash sympathy. L. Z. CmIAN. , 

SNOHOMISH, WASH., Nov. 27, 1889. 
DEAR MR. PUTNAM: Your letter and circular were received 

some days ago. I will take two shares and perhaps more later 
on. With best wishes I remain, Yours truly, 

H. C. COMEGYS. 
I •. 

~ 

PUYALLUP, WASH., Nov. 24, 1889. 
SAMUELP. PUTNAM: In answer to yours of the 17th, I like the 

idea of a stock company. I believe it will be a good investment. 
You can put me down for three shares and I may increase it to 
ten. Yours truly, A. N. MILLER. 

SILVERTON, OR., Nov. 29, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: Hoping your co-operative plan will succeed, 

as I think it a good one, I will take two shares, and I wiII trust 
to you to call for the amount as stated in circular, when you shall 
need it. I shall' also try to bring in others who are not sub
scribers to your valuable paper, or any Liberal journal. 

. PETER RAUCH; 

CORVALLIS, OR., Nov. 19, 1889. 
MR. PUTNAM: Your note is received. I will take twenty-five 

. shares, and one for Mr. Hickethies of Portland. 
Your friend, LOUISA E. R. BENNETT. 

SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 23, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: Your circular of the 17th is at hand. The en

terprise is a good one, and de5erves success. Put me down for 
five shares.! I inclose you a postal order for $2.45, :which apply 
on my subscription to FREETHOUGHT. Yours, W. S. BUSH. 

BOULDER, COL., Nov. 22, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD : Your circular, also Brother 

Putnam's letter of the 17th inst., are both here. I read both and 
then passed the circular to my wife for her opinion. Her judg
ment is that it is a good move and I should help. Therefore 
put me down for ten shares of stock. Of course I do not ex
pect you to neglect me when it comes to notifying stockholders 
that the whole amount of stock is taken. I more than ever real
ize the necessity for combined efforts of Freethinkers. Recent
ly I have been barred out from the Rocky Mountain News in 
discussing a project of the Methodists, backed closely up by Ro
manists, to change the constitution of Colorado so as to exempt 
all sectarian schools, with their endowments, from taxation. A 
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"pressure" was brought from both wings of our ecclesiastical oc
topus to bear on the managers of the News, which closed the 
door in my face, under circumstances peculiarly aggravating. 
But if the fOQls think any such scheme can be sprung on the peo
ple of Colorado without the most merciless discussion of not 
only it, but of the Nine Demands, they are badly mistaken. It 
may be possible that Color2do will meekly bow her neck for this 
additional load of ecclesiasticism but I don't believe it. 

Be sure that what little I can do with tongue, pen, or limited 
means, to further the advance of religious liberty, will be done 
ungrudgingly. 

Hoping for the full mid-day glare of a movement for mental 
emancipation now seemingly in the dawn, I am . 

Most sincerely yours, .los. WOLFF. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Nov. 26, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Gentlemen: Mrs. E. fl. 

Church wishes to express her approval of your plan to incorpor
ate a stock company according to your circular of November
17th and her readiness to subscribe for one share of such stock, 
five dollars, whenever the plans are matured and the stock sub
scribed for. E. H. C. 

.. . UNION MILLS, Nov. 26, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Kz"nd Fn"ends: Yours received. 

You can depend on me for $10. May the good work go for
ward. Cheerfully yours, D. L. TRULLINGER. 

MILL CITY, OR., Nov. 22, 1889 . 
.MR. S.P. PUTNAM, Dear Sir: I received your communica

tion of 17th inst. regarding your disposition of FREETHOUGHT. I 
think that you have hit upon a good plan, one that should place 
it upon a sub3tantial foundation from a business point of view, 
and I think that such a publishing house, in combination with a 
book store, would be a financial succes~ and do more towards 
bringing about a thorough organization of the Liberals of this 
coast than anything else could possibly do. You can put me on 
your list for four shares of the Freethought Publishing Company's 
stock. . WILLIAM SIMS. 

CRESCENT CITY, CAL., Nov. 24, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, Esteemed Friends:. Your favor of Nov. 

17 at hand and contents carefully noted. In regard to organizing 
an association to be known as the Freethought Publishing Com
pany, it meets my hearty approval. It is a need that we have 
long felt. I am confident that it will be a success, and insure_ 
the prosperity of FREETHOUGHT and our noble cause. I will as
sist all I can; will take ten shares (that will be fifty dollars), and 
you can call on me for it at any time. Wishing you the greatest 
suc~ess in this undertaking, I remain as ever, Yours truly, 

JOSEPH BLABON, JR. 

INCORPORATED. 

On Monday, December 2, holders of capital stock in the 

Freethought Publishing Company met in the law office of the 

Hon. John A~ Collins, at 526 Kearny street, and framed articles 

of incorporation, which were filed and a copy forwarded to the 

secr~tary of state at Sacramento. At a meeting held Tuesday, 

the 3d, the following board of directors was elected: S. P. Put

nam (president), F. L. Browne (vice-president), Geo. E. Ma~

donald (secretary), W. H. Eastman, Emil S. Lemme. 

The amount of the capital stock of the Company is fixed at 

$20,000, divided into 'four thousand shares of a par value of $5 

each. It was voted that two thousand five hundred of these 

shares be placed upon the market, and one thousand five hundred 

reserved. 

The Freethought Publishing Company is therefore now in 

working, order, and all subscribers for capital stock are invited 


to forward their money to the office, 504 Kearny street, San 


. Francisco, Cal., addressing, and making all drafts, checks, and 


money orders payable to THE FREBTHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


GEO. E. MACDONALD, Secretary. 

TOTHl] LmERALS. OF CALIPORNIA.. 

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state; 
of the American Republic founded upon the Declaration of In
dependence; of equal rights and impartial 'Uberiy, are cordially 
invited to meet in Convention at San Francisco on Saturday and 
Sunday, January 25 and 26, 1890, at Union Square Hall, 421 
Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon 
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and preparing meas
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in the 
state of California, and throughout the nation. 

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of 
California, and which dem:mds, on their part, persistent and 
united action, is the Sabbath question. "At a recent meeting of 
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resolved 
to proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign 
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper 
position." This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party. 
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people 
to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened 
public opinion, to guard against the pass:lge of any laws by the 
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath. 

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at 
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed 
as members of the Convention if they so desire. 

There is no creed, no religion:; belief or non-religious belief 
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and 
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the 
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non. 
belief. SAMUEL p, PUTNAM, President. 

Per Order of Executive Committee. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In the whole of a long and somewhat b;larious life, I have 
never passed a Thanksgiving cay to which I could look· back 
with less misgivings than I now experience in recurring to No
vember 28th of the present year .. The above date was passed in 
Sacramento at or near the house of N. D. Goodell, whither I 
proceeded in resp:use to an invitation that I had never done 
am'thing to deserve. 

There were three of us who took the dollar-and-a-half train 
WeJnesday'.afternoon-~rr. Putnam, myself, and the member of 
my family who wears bangs. The journey as far as Port Costa 
was made without incident and with')ut any cushions on the car 
seats which we occupied. I understand that the railroad com
pany charges a dollar extra for cushioned seats and varnished 
cars. Just beyond Port Costa an episode occurred which might 
have made the thoughtless smile. The train ran onto the ferry 
boat that carries it across the boly, and the passengers got out of 
the cars to reconnoiter. On our right was a freight train, and on 
the farther side of that a coffee and doughnut dispensary. \Ve 
went around the head of the freight train to the restaurant, and 
while gnawing a sandwich I saw a man take a cup of coffee in 
one hand and a plate of doughnuts in the other, and start out to 
carry them to a lady left in the car. But he made the mistake 
of going toward the stern of the boat instead of returning by the 
way he had come. It was perfectly dark;· the way was narrow 
and rough, and the first thing the passenger discovered was that 
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he had reached the end of the train, but couldn't get around it 
without going into the bay. His next diseovery related to the 
coffee and doughnuts. The coffee was mostly in the saucer, and 
the doughnuts had slipped off the plate and got away. But all 
was not lost; some coffee remained, and this, with rare presence 
of mind, the passenger proceeded to 'drink. He then began a 
careful though not successful search for the delinquent dough
nuts but after colliding with the hard end of a coupling-pin and 
atte~pting to sfraighten up under _ the edge of the car, which 
nearly broke his shoulder, he gathered up his crockery, fired it 
back into the restaurant, and then went into the car to think over 
the events of the hour. He forgot to pay for the coffee and 
doughnuts, and considering that it was Putnam, I settled the bill 
myself. 

It was 8:30 o'clock when we reached Sacramento, and at 8:31 
Mr. Goodell had us in a carriage and making good time toward 
his house on some alphabetical street which I have forgotten. It 
is a cheerful and hospitable home where Mr. Goodell lives. It 
is full of large rooms and small rooms, papers, books, pictures, 
aO'reeable young persons, and other knick-knacks. And he made 
things pleasant for us without regard to trouble and expense.
Thursday morning he placed a two-horse carriage at our disposal, 
gave me the reins and Putnam his blessing, and sent us out to 
enjoy- ourselves. There were four in the carriage. It was the 
liveliest team I have handled since I drove Deacon Jonathan 
Shelley's steers, back in New Hampshire, and went to school in 
the winter of '72. We took in most of the city, some of which 
came over the sides of the carriage and lodged on our laps. All 
Sacramento was out to attend the unveiling of the Stevens mon
ument, and we saw the musicians, and the poet of the day, and 
the orators, but did not hear them. 

Mr. Goodell is the architect of his own fortunes and the greater 
part of Sacramento. The city is full of houses that existed in his 
head before the owners ever saw them or knew how they would 
Jook. His handiwork is shown in residences, schoolhouses, and 
public buildings. I believe he has no church buildings on his 
conscience. 

We took a dash out into the suburbs, driving around the unique 
county hospital of l\Ir. Goodell's creation; through the park, the 
cemetery, and the principal streets; by the white capitol building; 
past the big pavilion that, among the handsome houses where it 
is built, looks about as appropriate as a dry-goods box in a par
lor; and to various other places. At the Plaza we met Mr. and 
Mrs. Davies, of Brighton, and later on saw Mr. Davies upon the 
sidewalk expounding the gospel of unbelief to a man who had 
made the mistake of thinking Mr. Davies needed enlightenment 
on religious -subjects. 
- After the dinner we sat upon the veranda and talked. In the 
part of the country where I was raised it was not the custom to sit 
out of doors after dinner on Thanksgiving day, with the wood
bine twining overhead, with roses blooming all around, and 
oranges ripening in the adjoining yard. There I was more hab
ituated to going skating on six inches of ice. But nevertheless I 
felt content with the soft atmosphere and the flowers and the 
music and the company; and only when Mr. Goodell called me 
in and snowed me under in a game of euchre could I realize 
that it was late in autumn. 

We arose at half-past five on Friday morning and took a 
green-eyed horsecar that came jingling through the mist. Our 
good and venerable host left us at the turn of the road, and when 
we separated in the morning twilight, with warm good-byes, it 
struck me that I had never met kinder men than Mr. Goodell 
and his friend Davies, who joined their forces to make our visit 
to Sacramento pleasant, 'memorable, and inexpensive. 

The friends and enemies of Mr. B. G. Haskell are informed 
by these presents that I keep a club. It is a twelve-pound sash 
weight, with gilded tips, and hangs suspended within easy reach 
of my good right hand; and I am keeping it for them. I have 
never said that Mr. Haskell was a rogue, nor have I ever said in 
print that anybody else ever said that he was a rogue. It is true 
that several highly-excited callers have been referred to me by 
-Mr. Putnam,and 1 have accepted the situation because some~ 
body's life appeared to be in danger, and he thought I would 

not be missed so muchas he would; but as we are about to dis
solve partnership in the conducting of this business he has no 
further claim upon my services as a bleeding sacrifice. Visitors 
are always welcome. They will find an extra pipe and a wad of 
plug-cut constantly on hand. They may read the morning paper 
until the evening- journal comes in, and then peruse the latter ,as 
long as daylight permits. I will discuss with them the problems 
of finance, irrigation, base-ball, and Nationalism, or provide a 
person to do so, but allusions to the personal character of any 
one will be resented. 1 do not believe that Mr. Haskell is half 
as bad as a superficial knowledge of his career would prove him 
to be. 

A subscriber sends this statement and query: 
President Harrison has been in the habit of saying, "It was God's 

work," when people congratulated him upon his election. This made 
the politicians angry, as it gave them no credit for their work. Now, we 
understand, Mr. Harrison is angry over the result of the Democratic 
success and blames certain politicans. If he be consistent, why does he 
not blame God and say it was all his work? 

If any man can answer the the above question, he can have it. 
I do not regard either a Democratic or a Republican victory as 
worthy of notice so long as the saintly figure of Postmaster-Gen
eral Wanamaker looms up before our admiring gaze. Let us 
discuss Wanamaker. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. ' 

The Oakland baseball team, who hold the local championship 
pennant, surprised·an audience of about ten thousand people last 
Sunday by playing as good ball as the Boston nine, whom they 
tied in a game of seven innings.--The Union Iron \Vorks of 
San Francisco, as a penalty for lack of horse-power in the cruiser 
Charleston, mu~t forfeit $33,384, and for the delay of completion 
$3500. The original contract was $I,OI7,500.--Dr. C. C. 
O'Donnell, ex-candidate for-mayor of San Francisco,. has been 

. indicted by the grand jury on a charge of malpractice. He 
claims to have invited the indictment in order that he might vin
dicate himself.--An article in last Sunday's Chronicle accuses 
Burnette G. Haskell of fraud in conducting the affairs of the 
Kaweah Colony.--Dr. C. White practices dentistry at Los An
geles without the license required by law. He has been tried 
for it three times. The first two juries disagreed and the third 
acquitted him.--A dispatch from Winnipeg says: A brother of 
the late Judge Terry is on his way to Washington, where he in
tends to lay his side of the recent shooting before the Depart
ment of Justice. 

The farmers in Kansas are b:urning corn for fuel, finding it 
cheaper than coal. Corn is sold on the farm at 20 cents a bushel, 
while the average price of coal delivered to the farm ranges from 
21 to 23 cents a bushel.--The 51st Congress of the United 
States met at Washington last Monday. Reed, of Maine, is to be 
speaker.--Lum Smith, of Philadelphia, has been convicted of 
libeling Anthony Comstock.--It is thought that Fred Douglass, 
the colored Minister to Hayti, will he recalled, as the Haytian 
government refuses to treat with him.--Jefferson Davis was at 
last accounts alive but very weak, and sinking.--The eight
story building in which was published the Minneapolis, Minn., 
Tribune and several other newspapers, was destroyed by fire Dec. 
I.· Twenty-five persons lost their lives in the conflagration, and 
$350,000 worth of property was destroyed.--Boston had a 
$4,000,000 fire on Thanksgiving day.--Ten million dollars' 
worth of property was destroyed by fire in Lynn, Mass., last week. 
--The Rev. T. M. Little, of Elizabethtown, Tenn., shot and 
fatally wounded a well-known young man of that place Nov. 25 
for betraying his daughter. 

Dam Pedro, ex-emperor of Brazil, is in Portugal.--The 
London scandal, involving many titled rascals in the worst of 
practices, is being assiduously stirred up to the detriment of pub
lic morals.--Stanley, the African explorer, has written a book 
on "How I Relieved Emin," and sold the copyright for $40,000. 
.--The reform in the administration of the Baltic provinces of 
Russia has gone into effect. Under the new administration, jour
nalists are deprived of franchise and the Russian: language re
places the German. . 
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NEW YORK LETTER. 

I beg to congratulate FREETHOUGHT on its improvement in 
form and matter since my last letter. The number now before 
me, Nov. 16, is full of the best thought. I do, however, miss 
the sparkling letter of myoid friend Putnam. I hope the dear 
boy is not ill from his arduous work in the lecture field. I am 
delighted to see that he has found so many congenial spirits on 
the Pacific coast. A friendship dating back to our school-days, 
never clouded, never weakened, ever warm, ever warmer, has 
invested me with an anxiety for his success in his far-off home. 
That success seems assured. I see that he has touched the heart 
of his new neighbors, and am happy in his good fortune. He 
deserves it all. He is worthy of the confidence and love of the 
Liberals, among whom he is laboring. His heart is as full of 
loving kindness as his head is of intellect. 

I wrote FREETHOUGHT at least one year ago that a com pa.ny 
with Mr. Andrew Carnegie at its head had been formed to bmld 
a music hall on the corner of 7th avenue and 57th street. The 
excavation for its foundation is about completed, and the plans 
for the building have been filed at the Bureau of Inspection of 
building. The style will be Venetian Renaissance, with a front
age on 57th street of at l~ast 150 feet. This is to be the home 
of classical music, and the hall will be as perfect and beautiful 
as architectural genius and money can make it. 

The company building on the site 'of the Madison Square 
Garden is pushing its work. The foundations are laid, and walls 
up to the sidewalk. This covers an entire square, from Fourth 
to Madison avenue and 26th to 27th street. On this spot there 
stood a quarter ofa centulY ago the station of the Harlem rail
road, which was used also by the New Haven road. Theenor
mous building will contain a theater, a concert hall, cafes, and 
an arcade. It will be a novelty in this country. The company 
had up-hill work in placing its stock. It is in the hands of wide
awake and progressive men, and is bound to be a success. I 
fancy this will be the home of vaudeville rather than classical. 
The situation is centraL 

The marriage of Colonel Ingersoll's daughter did not make a 
ripple on the ocean of society. The girl was married as sensible 
girls like to be, at home surrounded by friends only. Mr. Brown 
is a gentleman and a man of wealth. He came into Wall street 
some dozen years ago, from Ohio, I understand. He has not the 
genial face of his father-in-law, but it is a thoughtful and intel
lectual one. Brown is never forgotten in his calculations. I 
mean his face indicates it. 

Tammany Hall has been moved by impulse entirely in nomi
nating Turner, the driver of an ice-wagon, for Congress in the 
Sixth district. There is no evidence that he possesses the first 
qualification for the position. There is one thing in his favor. 
He is a Yankee; was born up in Wentworth, New Hampshire, 
and is well educated. I don't suppose there is any doubt but he 
will be elected. This is more like a romance than politics. 
Tammany nominated a Mr. Durham for state senator; he seeing 
no chance for election ref used to run, and chance brought out 
this unknown and unheard-of young laboring man. He accepted 
the nomination and made a run that amazed the politicians. His 
opponent, luckily for Turner, was elected by a few hundred votes. 
His staying-power so commended itself to the braves of Tam
many that the sachems decided to run him for Congress and to 
payout of its treasury all the expenses of the election. It is to 
hoped that this sudden success will not turn the boy's head. It 
is presumable that, coming from the old Granite state, he has 
Yankee shrewdness at least. He may be another Daniel Web
ster in embryo--who knows? Whoever he is or whatever he is, 
he is certainly an improvement on Tim Campbell. At this date 
no one has been placed in the field against him. 

The raising of the fair fund of $5,000,000 is almost <;omplete, 
$321,000 only is' wanting. There is no doubt but it will be sub
",cribed by Saturday night. The determination to occupy a por
tion of the park almost killed it. The people were opposed to 
this idea, and it was only when the committee gave it up that the 
.und made any material progress. The tradespeople, of course, 
are anxious for it, as it would increase their business wonderfully. 
The average citizen would prefer it being held elsewhere. They. 

find that New York is too big to be glorified by a pandemonium 
of this kind. So far as they are concerned, they would not turn 
the hand over to bring it here. Chicago is welcome to it. Mr; 
Town, the celebrated engineer, thinks the time too short to com:. 
plete the building and make it a success. The most active man 
raising this fund has been John Claflin, the senior of Claflin & 
Co. His firm subscribed $100,000. He has been active in the 
dry-goods district soliciting subscriptions. Old Mr. Huntington 
yesterday gave $25,000. I think D. O. Mills gave a like sum. 

We notice a slight stir among the Protestants over the late 
congress of Catholics and its results. When a played-out old 
blatherskite like Dan Dougherty made the charge that the Cath
olic church has suffered persecution in this country and attempts 
to stir up a fanatical feeling in. that church, it seems about time 
that some notice should be taken of the rapid strides that church 
has made in the United States during the past fifty years. I fancy 
few realize how rapid its growth has been, and how baneful its 
influence has been. Whv should not a man steal when that sin 
can be wiped out by a . priest? Our prison records show no 
pleasant page for the pope of Rom e to read. Why not concen
trate all your thunder on this particular branch of the church for 
the time being? There are many things to be shown up before 
this slow American public will be woke up to the dangers which 
surround it. Here is a good field for Freethought. 

New York, Nov. 26, 1889. EUDORUS. 

OUR CHRISTIAN ALLIES. 

It is worthy of note that the Christian sect called the Second 
Adventists should be so conspicuous as they are in battling 
against the traitors who are attempting to convert the constitution 
and government of the United States into a theocracy. It is the 
only sect in all American Christendom, so far as I know, that is 
actively engaged in exposing and opposing the plans of the fanat
ical revolutionists embodied in the Prohibition party, the Wo
man's Christian Temperance Union, and the American Sabbath 
Union.' . The organ of the Second Adventists is the American 
Sentinel-well named-and the editors thoroughly understand 
the question at issue. I would be happier than I am if I were 
convinced that there were ten men in the t,,"o houses of Congress 
who comprehended as well the true relations between the state 
and the church under our national constitution, and who, during 
the coming session of Congress, could, and would, make it plain to 
the comprehension of the people. 

I have lived for half a century in the neighborhood where this 
revolutionary party in religious politics was first organized, and 
have watched every step they have taken since. I have read and 
studied church history and know the why and wherefore of this 
movement. and I cannot adequately express my admiration of 
the ability and patriotic determination of the American Sentinel 
in its exposure of the conspiracy. 

It is, however, easy to see why our Second Adventist friends 
understand so well the genius of our free institutions. Persecu
tion has a wonderful effect in clearing the vision and enabling a 
person to understand the subject of human rights and the true 
nature of civil government. . Roger Williams was an Englishman 
by birth, and would have held the same notions on this subject 
that his Puritan brethren of Massachusetts did but for the fact 
that he changed his views and became a Baptist, thus getting 
himself and followers into a minority. Hence he was banished 
into the wilderness. This converted him into a candid inquirer 
or free thinker on the subject and disposed him to look at both 
sides of the question instead of one only, and the effect was to 
immortalize him as the first clergyman ever known to be opposed 
on principle to the cruelty and stupidity of persecuting men for 
their opinions. . 

In like manner, in the barbarous states of our Union, consci': 
entious Adventists who, as strictly as possible, worship God on 
the seventh day of the week, as commanded in the Decalogue, 
instead of the first day, as required by the church, are punished 
as criminals if they do any work on Sunday. I speak advisedly 
when I say "barbarous" states, for, in defiance of the national 
constitution, which requires the several states of the Union to 
conform their constitutions and laws to the supreme law of the 
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land, nearly all of them are guilty of the crime of persecuting· 
men for their religious opinions and practices. There are three 
religious sects in this country which observe the seventh day of 
the week as a Sabbath-the Jews, the Second Adventists, and the 
Seventh-day Baptists. These people are all good citizens and 
regular tax-payers, and number thousands upon thous~nds in the 
several states. They are compelled to lose two workmg days of 
the week, while other people only lose one. Their consciences 
compel them to give up the seventh day as the Sabbath, and the 
state laws compel them to give up the first day. Now, suppose 
these three sects number in all a hundred thousand people, and 
that half of them are working people whose day's labor is worth 
a dollar. Then, there are fifty thousand good citizens who a~e 
fined by the individual states $50,000 a week, or $250,000 a year, 
for the offense of being sincere Jews, Second Adventists, and 
Seventh-day Baptists; and that under the national constitution, 
which the framers of it made purely secular in order to prevent. 
this very thing from ever being done. Is it any wonder ~hat 
when these citizens tamely submit to this outrage persecutlOn 
should organize itself into a political party as it has for the pur
pose of more widely and effectively doing its unconstitutional and 
wicked work? 

Messrs. Editors, allow me to say that all our editors, lecturers, 
writers, and Freethinkers should study and understand this sub-' 
ject of the proper relations of civil government to religion and 
religionists, so that the plans of the revolutionists may be defe~ted. 
And I know no teacher that can be compared to the Amencan 
Sentinel. It has made the subject a speciality. and has a liter
ature which forms a hand-book that every citizen ought to be 
familiar with. A. B. BRADFORD. 

Enon Valley, Pa., Nov 22, 1889. 

THE CASE OF RICSARD nOE, "L!\.BOR REFORMER." 

PROLOGUE. 
T() the Editors of Frteth(Jttght: 

Mr. B. G., Haskell's challenge to his "slanderers" in your. 
issue of FREETHOUGHT of November 30, recalls to my memory 
that more than five years ago I consulted a well-known attorney 
in reo-ard to a slanderous libel Mr. Haskell circulated against 
me. I:) The attorney, who knew Mr. Haskell quite well, said, 
"You can't imprison him for libel, and the man has no property 
throu!Yh which ·you can sue him for damages; the only satisfac
tion yOou can get, in this case, is to give him a cowhiding." Of 
course that would bring me to Mr. Haskell's own level, which, 
for a clean man, is not desirable. Before this occurrence I had 
been clobely associated with the "gentleman." Since then. I 
have avoided him as I avoided certain little animals I met WIth 
during my six years' life on the western plains, which, lIpon the 
slightest disturbance in their usual occupation; make the sur
rounding atmosphere rather unpleasant to dwell in. Those who 
have had an acquaintance with Mr. Haskell extending over a 
number of years are rather amused at his challenge. Should 
anyone step a little closer and examine this roaring lion he 
would find him like the long-eared animal in the fable of old. 

Last Sunday, after a pleasant perusal of the columns of FREE
THOUGHT, I drew the inclosed pen picture of an individual I have 
known well during past years in the labor movement, which I 
herewith submit to your readers. If Mr. Haskell fancies it looks 
like him he is at liberty to frame it and place the same in the 
largest hall of one of his many airy chateaus. 

Yours very respectfully, C. F. BURGMAN. 
(For address see advertising columns of FREETHOUGHT.) 

A SKETCH FROM REAL LIFE. 
In a large city near the shores of a majestic oc;ean, where sets 

the sun in g-olden grandeur at the entrance to a magnificent har
bor, lived Richard Roe. Richard was a person somewhat below 
the average hight, with sloping shoulders; a narrow chest, a 
round forehead, narrow contracted brow, and large protruding 
eyes, of a bluish gray c~lor. His complexion looked unhealthy 
and sallow, and in walking he would lean slightly forward, inclining 
to the left. At first glance you might have taken him to be about 
twenty-three years of age, though in reality he was twenty-eight 

and after some acquaintance with him he wou~d impress you as 
a much older person. 

Like a good many .men in his day and generati:m, Richard 
was ambitious. He wanted to ~ngrave his name on the pages of 
history and become a shining light among his fellow-men. 
Some Americans are proudly pointing their ancestry back to the 
advent of the Mayflower; Richard did more, he traced his ances
try back to the Swedish kings of the eleventh and twelfth century, . 
and kept a genealogy to prove it; and though that genealogy bore 
the embellisbing traces of his own artistic hand (he was an artist 
of the pen), and though Richard himself was the most conspicu
ous figure in it, yet there it was; a sure proof of his lineal de

.scendancy from the loins of royal anc~5tors. 
• 'f' In his zeal to make a name for himself in the world, he cast 

about in early life for a suitable occupation that would lead him 
on the road to fame. He was an inveterate reader, and, dazzled 
by the great names and mighty deeds of famous generals, he de
cided to try his fortune as a soldier. It was true, the c':ances to 
become a famous general has passed about the time he had just 
risen from babyhood, but one could not tell what the future 
would bring. . 

Richard enlisted in a militia company, and by zealous appli
cation in an incredibly short time became the captain of the, 
company and was on a fair way to step higher in the ranks of 
military distinction, when an influential journal of the city one 
morning startled the community by accusing Richard of having 
embezzled the funds of the company and left for parts unknown. 
Of course it was proven that he had only gone to a neighboring 
town on some private business, without announcing "that fact to 
the world. at large before departing, and somehow explained sat
isfactorily'. the absence of the company's funds; but his military 
career was blighted and he sought fortune in another field .• 

He would become a famous lawyer. Had he not the shining 
examples of Webster, Calhoun, and Blackstone before him? Yes, 
he would become a brilliant star in the legal firmament. Rich
ard's next step was to enter into the employ of a prominent law 
firm" and there began his studies in legal lore. . It happened, how
ever, that a member of aforesaid firm became a rising luminary 
on the political horizon of the country in which they were dom
iciled, and Richard, dazzled by the possibility of becoming pres
ident of a great nation, threw himself headlong into politics. 
But being crossed by superior minds and craftier cunning, he 
determined to revenge blighted hopes and fallen aspirations by 
becoming a journalist. Here he would become a power in the 
community and a terror to his enemies. Politicians would seek 
his support and influence and statesmen bow to him. And 
maybe through the influence of his powerful organ he could di
rect the destiny of the nation. 

To thiJIk and to do were one with Richard. and he Roon had 
a prominent printing firm interested in his enterprise. Shortly 
before the issue of the projected paper, our hero chanced to 
enter a meeting in a hall on a prominent street of the city. It 
was a meeting of strange men, men of a type Richard had never 
met before. Their apparel was plain, their manner unassuming, 
but upon their countenances there was depicted an earnestne~s 
of purpose such as he had never witnessed before among all his 
associates. They were seated in a semi-circle, with a tall, com
manding figure as presiding officer .. Before the president's dais 
and facing the audience, which comprised about one hundred 

..persons, stood a man of slender proportions and rather dark 
complexion who, in an earnest and impressive manner, addressed 
the audience before him~ and who listened to him with eager 
expectancy and interest. . 

Richard learned soon that he was in a meeting of trades-dele
gates; the men .present were the representatives of the different 
Trades Guilds, or Unions, as they are now called, of the city, and 
the speaker, whose name was John Doe, had just returned from 
a Trades Congress, where had been formed a gigantic combina
tion of national and international trades unions for mutual pro
tection and benefit, and was giving an account of the work ac
complished and the discharge of duties entrusted to him. The 
spea,ker, having completed his task, was applauded to the echo, 

. and resolutions.of appreciation and thanks in recognition of the 
. faithful discharge of his duty were.tendered and adopted. 

http:resolutions.of
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The discussions which followed touched upon subjects of 
which Richard had never heard before, and ,yhich opened to him 
a grand vista of noble work to be'accomplished. He heard the 
relation of capital and labor discussed; the economic dependency 
of the wage slave to the proud factory lord was portrayed vividly 
to his mind. He was given a glimpse of the industrial. barbari
ties practiced under the then prevailing civilization. Also the 
aims and objects which had brought these men together, and the 
means by which they thought they could regenerate society and 
place mankind upon a happier basis and into better conditions. 
These and other discussions so worked into the mind of our 
Richard that he at once concluded to become better acquainted 
with these men and if possible get-their support in his enterprise, 
for he was convinced that these men would live true to their 
conviction, and would labor with all their might and mind for the 
accomplishment of their aims and objects. 

(To lu Continud.) 

THE DECEMBER ECLIPSE. 

. 'At least four parties will make long and difficult journeys this 
month to observe the total eclipse of the sun, which occurs on 
the morning of December 22, 1889 (civil reckoning). In fact, 
it is more than probable that two of these parties are now at their 
chosen stations, and the other two close to their journey's end. 
The eclipse path extends completely across the Atlantic ocean, 
and it is only at one or two points on the South American coast 
and in a narrow belt of equatorial Africa that the phenomenon 
may be observed. 

Of the four parties, two are sent by the Royal Astronomical 
Society of London, one by the United States Government, and 
one by Colonel Charles F. Crocker of this city, in behalf of the 
Lick Observatory. 

S. J. Perry, Director of the Stonyhurst College Observatory, 
England, will direct one of the R. A. S. parties to be stationed at 
Cayenne, French Guiana. The-other one will go to Africa in 
charge of Mr. Taylor, assistant in the private observatory of Mr. 
A. Ainslie Conmon, Ealing, England. The work of these two 
parties will be almost entirely photographic. 

The United States Government party sailed from New York, 
October loth, on the U. S. S. Pensacola, bound for the west 
coast of Africa. The expedition consists of Professor David P. 
Todd, Director of Amherst College Observatory, chief; Professor 
H. F. Bigelow of Racine College, and E. J. Loomis of the Nau
tical Almanac Office, astronomers; Professors Abbe of Washing
ton and Jacoby of Princeton, meteorologists; E. D. Preston of 
the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, geodesist, and H. 
S. Davis, Princeton, J. E. Carbutt, and E. J. \Vright, photogra
phers. It will be seen that the work of this party is comprehen
sive in the extreme. Even should cloudy weather ruin all 
chances of successful eclipse work, valuable results in all other 
departments of their scientific programme must ensue. The 
voyage will afford an opportunity of gathering information in 
many unknown regions, and the party has been made up with 
this end in view. The astronomical force. which is fully capa
ble, is only a small fraction of the whole body of scientists; al
though it is to be hoped that their labors may not be hindered 
by unfavorable weather, the more es~eci~lly since on a former 
occasion, when Professor Todd and hIS WIfe traveled all the way 
to Japan to secure observations of the total eclipse which occurred 
in 1886, cloudy weather prevented. even a glimpse of the sun 
durinO' the coveted seconds of totalIty. ' 

Of this party Professors Bigelow and Loomis are both experi
enced naturalists, as well as expert astronomers.' Professor Abbe 
is a well-known student of meteorological phenomena, and has 
with him a small army of assistants provided with every species 
of apparatus kn?wn to the offi~ials of the :United States Signal 
Service. In thIS case, observatlOnsof the wmd and weather may 
accomplish some possible good, although an immense amount 
of misapplied energy is annually devoted to this work, which on
ly results in an enormous aggregation of dry statistics. (By this 
comment no disparagement of the United States Signal Service 
is in any way intended. Theil: operations cover a large field and 
are thoroughly organized; while the weather forecasts and storm 

predictions are of untold benefit to our commerce and agricul
ture. Btlt in any scientific library the endless array of volumes 
of semi-colllte::l " MeteoroloJicl.l Ob3ervations," which are pub
lished in every quarter of the globe, and only burden the shelves 
where they rep03e. is simply appalling!) The researches in 
natural history, projected for this terra incognita, should also be 
of extreme interest, as well as the geodetic operations. Mr. 
Preston of the Coast Survey is well known in this city through his 
pendulum work at the Lafayette Park Observatory and at Mt. 
Hamilton. This gentleman, who is one of the brightest of the 
young men on the survey, has had a wide experience in govern
ment expeditions. During furloughs from the Coast Survey 
duty he has served under Professor Gould in the Argentine Re
public; with the Eclipse expedition of 1883 to the Caroline Is
lands, where he made pendulum observations to determine the 
attraction of gravity at various points, and, also in an extended 
geodetic campaign in the Hawaiian islands. Mr. Preston, be
sides being a leading scientist and a most companionable mem
ber of the expedition, is a thorough linguist. He can read and 
converse in every modern civilized tongue, and picked up enough 
of the Hawaiian language during his five months in the islands 
to translate our scientific books for their benefit. It i!; altogether 

, likely that he will improve the opportunity for some ethnological 
researches, and will be on conversational terms with the native 
chiefs inside of a week. 

Lastly, we have the Lick Observatory expedition to Cayenne, 
consisting of S. W. Burnham and ]. M. Schaeberle. Their 
work during the eclipse will be entirely confined to, photography 
and they will attempt to secure good negatives of both the" inner" 
and "outer" corona. 

Professor Schaeberle will have charge of the camera, consist
ing of a six-lens by Clark, equatorially mounted; and Professor 
Burnham will use the Clark equatorial belonging to the observa
tory, of similar size, which he will stop down to about three 
inches for sharper definition, etc. It is believed that by making 
a moderately long exposure (half a minute) with the camera, a 
good negative may be secured, showing the outfying portions of 
corona, and probably sacrificing, through over-exposure, the de
tails close to the sun. The reader should be reminded that in 
the California eclipse oflast New Year's day, photographs taken 
by two members of the Pacific Coast A mateur Photographic As
sociation, \Villiam H. Lowden and William Ireland, who were 
stationed with the remainder of their party at Cloverdale, Sono

. ma County, exhibited a greater extent of the coronal outlines 
than had ever before been rendered by this method. An inti
mate knowledge of photographic processes, as well as of the na
ture of the image they had to deal with, enabled these gentle
men to so time the exposures, and then regulate the development 
that the resulting impressions of the coronal streamers could be 
traced for nearly three degrees from the sun's center. This is 
nearly as far as any streamers have ever been detected by the 
naked eye-for it must be remembered that the eye is more 
sensitive to minute differences in shades of similar colored light 
than any photographic plates yet constructed. . 

One of the principal objects of the Cayenne expedition is to 
secure a plate confirmatory of the two California pictures-those 
made hy Ireland and Lowden. . 

Messrs. Burnham and Schaeberle expect to remain in Cayenne 
during the whole of December and January. There are a num
her photographic experiments on star magnitudes to be made 
before the work is dosed, while Mr. Burnham may be exploring 
the southern skies-a field new to him-for unknown double 
stars. In fact, if the discovery of new stellar pairs were as liber
ally rewarded as that of comets by Mr. Warner, the expedition 
under Burnham could doubtless be made to pay its own expenses 
instead of calling upon lhe funds so generously provided for its 
support by Colonel Crocker. CHAS. B. HILL, in the Examiner. 

BRADLAUGH has resigned the presidency of the National S':!cu
lar Societv. He has had to make a choice between secular and 
political work, and chooses a parliamentary career. 

W. F. JAl\rrESO~ is lecturing in Iowa. His address is Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
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A SAMPLE BISHOP. S. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURE APPOINTMENTS POR DE
CEMBER. 

The Vienna correspondent of the New York Tribune writes 
under recent date: 

The climax to the recent scandals is to be found in the grave 
charges of malversion and fraud which have been brought by the 
Hungarian government against the famous Bishop Strossmeyer 
of Djakovar--charges which have led to the legal sequestration 
of the vast property of the episcopal see in~ question, and w hieh 
will result in the removement and interment in some monastery 
of the unruly prelate. 

Among the minor offe~ses laid at his door is that-of having 
transgressed the forest laws by hewing down woods without the 
permission of the authorities; of having neglected to plant young 
trees where he cut down the old, and of having let the devastated 
forest to the owners of cattle, so that they are now in such a con
dition as to render replanting impossible. The oak forest, which 
formerly covered an area of more than 40,000 acres, have been 
completely destroyed, and the church property damaged thereby 
to the extent of several millions of dollars. 

The vast sums derived from the sale of the timber have either 
been devoted to the personal enrichment of the bish.Jp and his 
followers or else have been spent in fostering the Panslavist agi
tation in the Slavonic and Croatian provinces of the empire 
against the government of Francis Joseph. Bishop Stro£smeyer 
has for many years past been regarded as the apostle of PansIav
-ism in Austria, and was severely taken to task by the K.aiser a 
year ago for his disloyalty in teaching the people of his diocese 
to look for guidance and instruction to -St. Petersburg and Mos
"cow, rather than to Vienna and Buda-Pesth. 

Among the long list of charges brought against the aged but 
by no means venerable prelate is a distinct and definite one of 
having appropriated to his own personal use a sum of 14,000 
florins of trust money confided to his keeping, and the govern
ment is determined to avail itself thereof, to put a stop once and 
for all to. his treasonable activity in behalf of Russia's propaganda 
in: Austria-Hungary. " 

DOUBTPUL HEROISM. 

Owing to"a ghastly interest in leprosy and the colony of lepers 
on the Island of Molaki, and owing also to a widespread interest 
in any heroic good deed, probably there has been no death of 
any person more widely published and regretted than that of 
Father Damien, the priest who cast his lot among the lepers and 
finally lost his life by their disease in what has been said to be a 
self-sacrificing and wholly disinterested devotion of his life. 
Perhaps this aspect of the matter has been overdone, but at all 

events another side of the picture is now being presented. T he 
government physician in charge of the colony says that the priest 
need not have become a leper if he had been cleanly in his 
habits; if he had employed ordinary precautions against con
tracting the disease, as the physicians themselves do. His relig
ious opponents do not hesitate even to charge that his death 
should be attributed to his vices as well as his carelessness, and 
that he was nota pure man in his relations with the leper women. 
ProLably there has been no greater cause of the spread of leprosy 
than sexual promiscuity, and if Damien's habits in this regard 

Hanford ........Dec~mber 4, 5, 6 

Lemoore. . .. . . . ." 8 

" Norwalk.... ...." 12 

Anaheim. . . . . . . ." 13 
Santa Ana. .• . . • ." 15 

San Diego ........December 22 
Perris...... ...... " 23 
Leon...... ...... . " 24 
San Jacinto...... . ,," 26,27 
Los Angeles...... " ~9 

At Milwaukee, Oregon. 
To the Editors of Freethought: 

Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel favored us with two of her ablest effoits Sat
urday and Sunday evenings, Nov. 23 and 24. 

The audience was small from a combination of causes; among others, 
no announcement was made of her coming among us till the morning of 
the lecture. But Sunday evening we had a good house and a lecture 
equal to the occasion. No eulogy of mine can enhance her work. She 
clothes truths with the attributes that only a cultured, thinking student 
dares, when to champion it is almost social suicide in the eyes of the 
world. The old veteran, Mr. Lois Waisbrooker, will address us Sunday 
evening next. She favored us with some choice 'poems full of matured. 
thought, and it acted as a harmonizer upon the audience. Even Chris
tians speak well of Mrs. Krekel's lecture. 

With Mrs. Waisbrooker and Dalhpuse Priestly, we think we can set 
" sum on 'em a thinkin'" this winter. 

Our meetings must, for a time at least be intermittent, as we are a few 
forlorn Liberal mariners upon a desert isle, whose rugged shores are 
lapped upon every side by the surging sea of perishing orthodoxy. 

Milwauke~, Or. MAURITZ S. LIDEN. 

The Chivalrous Knight. 
To the Editors 0/ Freethought: 

I am not heIe to further discuss the Terry case. My arguments upon 
that subject are closed. But I might be considered discourteous if I 
failed to pay my respects, in few words at least, to my bold antagonist 
whose presence perhaps is not generally known to tl~e denizens of San 
Francisco. "His second attempt to illuminate the illustrious career 
and amiable qualities of the much-abused Sarah Althea is but a reitera
tion of the first anr1. possesses no significance or importance whatever, and 
is stale and flat; yet he manages to spread himsel'f out over twelve gen
eral heads on the Terry case in a very attenuated form, until the readers 
cannot well resist the conclusion that our redoubtable Knight is afflicted 
with a disease known in the literary world as a "dia~rhrea of words ac
companied by a constipation of ideas." 

He seems to emulate the old hen that tried to spread herself over more 
eggs than she could cover, and was very indifferent as to what kind of 

eggs she hatched, so long as they were eggs; and when the time came 
for the chickens to materialize, they turned out hawks, buzzards, and 

owls. That such will be the experience of my antagonist I have little 
doubt. 

The many charges and indictments formulated against the judges, 
Sharon, and his friends by Mr. Knight are indeed distressing; that is, if 
they were true. The exposure he makes of himself in the attempts puts 
me in mind of a monkey climbing a greasy pole, the higher up he gets, 
the plainer he shows his caudal extremity. 

Should Mr. Knight materialize in Fresno near the fort formerly held 
by her" Cousin Rodney," he would no doubt be astonished by a ford

were no more careful and exclusive than in his free and easy" "ble reminder from the pedal extremity of one of the descendants of 
table manners among them the result is not one to be surprised " Judge Terry, on the unmentionable hinder part of his body, that his 

. at or mourned.-Dr. FOQte's Health Monthly. 

,', THE San Francisco Wasp will illuminate the coming Christ
mas with a gorgeous holiday number. Its edition for that day 
will contain fifty-two pages, with twelve full-page illustrations. 
But the supplement promised is what the Wasp Publishing Com
pany is drawing particular attention to. It will be nothing less 
than a 24x28 inch reproduction of Francois Millet's great picture, 
"The Angelus," in all its original colors. The picture goes with 

; the Christmas number of the \Yasp without extra charge. 

THERE is a mistake somewhere. The b:g fire in Boston did 
not scorch the Investigator office nor discolor a brick in Paine" 
"'Hall. 

presence was not· needed, and that would ~end him to hunt his " hole" 
on the double-quick. A. SCHELL. 

Knight's Ferry, Nov. 19, 1889. 

The Freethinkers' Magazine for December will contain a full
page photographic illustration of the Bruno monument. A por
tion of the contents will be: "Reason at Rome and Romanism 
in America," by T. B. Wakeman; "Deputy Bovio's Consecration 
Address at the Rome Fe~tival," translated by Professor Davidson; 
and a likeness of L. K.. Washburn, editor of the Boston Investi
gator, and a sketch of his life. Price 20 cents. .For sale at the 
otfice of FREETHORGHT. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 
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Now the lad who through the summer 
Has wandered fancy free 

Begins to cultivate the church, • 
With an eye on the Christmas tree. 

AN old Scotch minister told his congre
gation: " Brethren, you are just" like the 
duke's swans in the lake yonder. You 
come to church every Sabbath, and I lave 
you all over with the gospel water, and I 
pour it upon you until you are almost 
drowned with it; but you just gang away 
hame and sit down by your fireside, give 
your wings a bit 0' a flap, and you are just 
as dryas ever again." 

DEACON JONES (solemnly)-My young 
friend, do you attend a place of worship? 

Young man-Yes, sir, regularly, every 
Sunday night. 

Deacon Jones-Pray, tell me where you 
go to worshi p. 

Young man-I'm on my way to see her 
now. 

DICK-Why have you never married, 
Jack? 

Jack-I was going to once, but Provi
dence intervened. I eloped with a Boston 
girl and we were caught at Providence. 

"THE bustle" is a thing 01 the past," says 
a fashion exchange. It always was a little 
behind. 

PUTNAM'S "\VORKS. 

The New God. 10c. The New God was madt 
by an attist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
w~rds, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
LIberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
ert G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; rich with incident and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to lait with 
the livn&t spirit of to-day.":-JoAnSwill1on's
PaINtr. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgarius. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. CIA mag. 
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. The story is tald 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-T.u Uni'luru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and p~etic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. F611te's Healtlt 
MtJnthly. ;. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. Ptice, 10 cents. 
" "Written in a rather familiar style, but the 

sentiment is quite good, liberal, and seniible, 
and witty with.,ut being coarse. "On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, ..nlivery pleasantly 
related.• It is well wortll reading."-B,sJ,n 
InfJlstilratD'. 

.JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and rank~ 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

!The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with-:
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. 

"I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture"of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENT .- 

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., Sa~ Francisco, CaL 

INGERSOLL'S "\VORKs. WM. W. NOBLE,The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 

lectures, comprising: "The (;ods, " "Hum

boldt," "Thomas Paine," II Individuality, " 
 Merchant Tailor! 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 


The' Ghosts. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
 7222 BTOOKTON BT. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, Bet. Pacific and Broauway. 

Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In
 DRESS SHIrrS A SPECIALTY· dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 

"'rhe Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 
 Kearny and Montgomery st. Cars pass by. 

Clark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger

soll." 
 The Open Court. 

Some Mistakes of ~Mose8. Paper, 50 cents; AWeeklyJournal of Reverent Freetbougbt. ,
cloth, $1 25. ~ • 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
 Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 

cloth, $1 25. Ethics, and Rel:gion. 

Subscription for twelve 11l0ntllS, .$2,00;What Must We Do to be Saved:? Paper, 25 
--Specimen Copies free on application.-ce!lta. 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO.,
Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 

169-175 LP Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.Fisher. Paper, So cents; cloth, 'I. 
P. o. Drawer F. 

Orthodoxy. 	 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 cents. 

$1 per dozen, p05tpaid. ~ 
 THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION.Ingersoll Catechised: His-Answers to a Num

ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. Faith or Agnosticism. 

tor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents, So cents 
 A series of articles 
per dozen; 25 copies, 'I; 100 copies, '3. --from-

Vindication of Thomu Paine from the attacks 
 The North American Review 

. of the New York Olsnver. By Robert G~ 
 -by- . 

Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, The discussion upon which are based5 cents. 
the Remarks of 

Address on the Civil Rloht. Bill.' Large siZe Hon. W. E. Gladstone:octavo. paper, 10 cents. P 

Ingersoll'i Lf'ctures Complete. Bound In one Price 50 cents. Sold by l'utnam & Macdo"n
volume, containing over 1,300 pagel. t5. aId, 504 Kearny ..t., San Francisco, Califor 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS .WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

, WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND ' WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to sp<!ak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEIVf-WINDERS.'-:"Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-oul1ce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold ca.se, 7 jewels, $16; It 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back~ inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap,7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.5°; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case,filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in I4-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A sp~ciaIty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. S~lect from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

S lhVDRIES. 
est Spectacles or Eye-gl!lsses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·30 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 '4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" . Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

.OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
. N. 'B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANT TO KNOW 
AU 4bout t1w human bodfl,inheaUhcmddu«IU. nature'. cr.unwaW. 
How Life u perp.tU4ted,/~ m4'~i-a..clu ncluC<'d..d.eathdd41fea. 
How W mmTJI flour Men maU. and traftn1l"~h o/lwaUA to~t1fl 
Bead the mwt popuUJr, eompreMnnN 4M efW bool: treq.ffng OF 

MEDIC_a, SOCLtL -AXD SE.rU.AL SCIENCE. 
which Dr. En<1on c1eclares to be .. pnceless in niue, n ,startllng
and very InslrucUve. I Tbe late~t edition is more complete and val
nable than ever, having been re-wrttten In Important pans. It con
tains AN Al'PJU<DlX or great procUcal uUllty made up of 

OVEll 2 PRESf1lIPTIO REOPES 
J • A t 4 rdeft _ to AMla • 4 • • 
• c' mPl< blJ ot pOllIO aM 1i' Ibltldo (lrOm author-
Itt C8), llt1UJtnlt~d dlreet10na for the dro (prepared
fo1' Health Board!'), and bygienlc rules for re of In.Jan ; alSo 

OR IGIN OP I.IPE A.ND DEVELOPT IIAN, 

tTaclng tbe embryo trom conceptiOn, through all to birth, 


1I1'w1trated y Over 2 canUfUl ()Olo..- LI , 

on tine plate paper. lIucb as are to be found only 10 hlgh prtced. 1m

ported mellical worts; and to IIInstrate the anatomy, and relaUve 

posltloWi Qf Important pa each book Is also embellished with 

TBBE~EI,F.G~NTrn DDD fYlT-U.O Q~ • 


~ess Marra1 BID Pub11aJalD.g (lo•• 129 , 28~ 8L, I . I. 

-----~- '------ ------------ - ,. --_._--_ .. 

Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert ,Being a popular account of the formation ano 
G. Ingersoll. Price, So cents. Development of the Canon. By Bronson C 

Keeler. Price, 50 cents. • 

NEW BOOKS. 
A~of the following works may be. ordered 

through this office, and will b.! sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. 

, FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS, The Method of 
'Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 

Knowledge. By Dr. Paul (.tlrus. Price, $r.oo. 
"The book is of most excellent spirit and great

ability."-Puhlic Opinion. 
"Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand 

unites the rival theories of the Idealists aud Real
ists."-IVattss Literary Guide. 

.. Dr. Carus expounds the principles of Monism 
in a most able manner, and with so little technical 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure. "-S~cular Thought, Toronto. 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 

A .Study i~ Experimpntal Psychology. By A(fred 
Bznet. Pnce, 75 cents. 

.. The es~ays constitute a powerful and masterly 
argument, thoroughly supported by observed facts." 
-New York Tribune. 
THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 

THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By F, Max 
Miiller. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the Science of Langu.:tge."
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, 

15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel
opment of the idea of God in human thought and 
hlstory. 

"An effort to purify our idea of God."-Lz"t~
rary World, London. 

"The writer defines God as "The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with much 
solid argument."-Watts's Literary Gui"de,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be

tween Wheelharrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
10 cents. 

" In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently 
dim t~e honest mind."-Elit~ News, Chicago. . 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PH YSICIAN, and 
the most successful (in his 
specialty) as his ~ractice will 
surely }Jrove. The Doctor 
trf'sts all tholle peculiar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men such as seminal 
wea~ne8s. impotency, kc., re
sultmg from indescretiOll and 
ignorance of youth. 1:'hose who 
are ailing should send ten 110 
cents for his book, "Private 
Counsellor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE ClIBE 

The book is worth many
times its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelopes used. The book spoken of sent s~aled 

Address, DR. It. P. F~LLOvrS, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
8ay where you saw thiS Advertisement. . 

[From th~ Wa.~hington National View.] 
n~, Fellows.. of Vm~land. New Jersey offers his valuable 

se~vlces to ~l~ those. l~ need of a kind, sympathetic and 
skillf~d. phYSICian, Smnliar a~vertisements from unreliable 
practItIOners have been assaIled and exposed by the press 
~ut,_Dr. Fell<?ws, a. specialist, in .hls line, stands foremost 
In hI!, profesSIOn, and _the ~ncomlums showered UPon him 
pubh~ly as w~l .as In private, are llattering evidences of 
the high ap:preclatlOt;! and ,?on~det;!ce hiS long and conscien_ 
tious devotion to hIS speclalt,les In his profession have I 
justly merited for bim, and it is safe to trust him. 

A Testimonial. 
WEE-·r LI.J;lERT¥, 0., Aug. 12, 1888. 

. DR.~. P: FELLOWS-Dear SU": The remedy JOu sent 
~s working like a charm. I am completely surprise the way
It acts upon the organs. ~ave only been USing it one week 
and that weaknessB, (semmal weakness) is coming out ali 
right, Yours respectfully, J. R. 

R~MAJ.tKs-Th.e above is a. fair llample of the hundreds of 
t(stlllloOlal8 received trom all parts of the United States 
fro~ young, middl~,aged lind e~derly men, Buffering from 
various kinds of sexual complamts, but who ale now cured 
by my External AllPlication, the greatest of all known 
re,medies for this class of ~i~eases. As I am an out and-out 
L1b!lral I trust the Freetlunkers ·of the Land wilJ glva me 
their llatronage, and not. waste their time and money OD 
Christian doetolB. DR. FELL6W8. 

0 
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a. remedy 
for pove·rty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

lis almost impossible that the people should be I 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The rem~dy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of I 
the future R;,:public of North America, as it will ' 
·be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An Expose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 

bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 


churches and Young Men's 

Christian Associa- . 

tion. 
By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

price $1. Address, Putnam & Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCH{)OLS.-THE NEW 

AhiERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
. AddcopIes, 50 cents. ress 

. PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A s:artling book, particularly to those 
unacquJ.inted with the character of the 
confessional. Price, $I.50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire ahove all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth, obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price~ll~per, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

~THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adstolle, Huxley, Mullef, LiotoQ. 
lteville on the Contlict bet.ween Geneaia and GeoIOU 
hke. 60 COlla. 

THE LATEST F~~SHIONS 


BU3INESS SUITS POR................................................ ....$i~OO 

DRBSS SUITS FOR ...................... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDPoR POR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C ~.AS F.:S"U::Fl.G-1.\l[.A.N"• 

TAILOR, 
-101 FIPTH STREET 101

PL\CIFIC CARRIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OPFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

()LI.,ER II I NCKr.Il,V SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. 
N Wand S . W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


J' A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I mvite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETOR.S, 

Oatalpas tor Timber Oulture a 
.Specialty. 

Have at Th6ir Nurseries all Kinds of ·Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled lind Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and· Vineyards. 

Address 
CLARK BROS., 

P. O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Oal. 

N.~MSBURG·s W'ORKS. 
• 0 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
unexcelled. Among the subjects con5ldered 
by 11r.·Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal ~tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty: the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and theRe
public. () 

rathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington,. 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents.· . 

Bible Mora's. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scripture: Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Theft and Rubbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children: Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy: Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities •. 

Sabbath-Breaking. e This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
';unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of l..hristian Reformers, 
Scholars, a.nd Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Law~ C> Price. 2~ cent~: 6 conies. iT (, 

WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

Tbe .False Teachings of the Christian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Sunday and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church· and the Public Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was Jasus Insane? Price,.lo aents. 
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==:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:J ' , .. ~: A VisIon. " H 

A system of easily-comprehended rules and 

Chart by. which anyone can readily
learn tocut Dresses, Basques, etc.,

in the most perfect manner: ' 
It contains the best ideas 


resulting from thirty 

years experience 


with Dress 

Charts 


and Tailor 

systems. It is 


adapted to the mod
ern requirements of dress, 


and is used and indorsed by 

the best professional dressmakers 


_ of the East. It is as far superior to old 
methods as the steam car is to the stage.

Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
ti. short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matters of household econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 
_ 'Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. ~To take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arm~, and .straight across the back, drawing it 
yery tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
,wanted. f 50 4 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 
, , " , Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

s. P. 
Ma

T A Y LOR & 
nuflolcturers and Dealers 

PAPERS! 

CO., 
in 

,Manila, Book, /tlews, Hardwar~, Wrapping 
PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 
,. ' 414 and 416 Clay st., S. P. 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND, PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
:Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

~THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

"Spowing that there is no authority for the 
Sunday laws, either Human or 

U Divine." 
Price, 10 cents; ' three copies, 25 cents; 

, ~ight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

:,'	 J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The bible, What Is 1t1 A pamphlet containing 
,', . eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 

that the Bible is a diyine book of pure thought, 
" and correct in all its utterances. Price '25 cents. 

~Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
:, . biblical slory of man's creation and curse, theo
-~ logically denominated "the fall." Price 10 

.: ' cents. 
(The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
_ 	 passages of scripture claimed to predict the 

coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, IS cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

I dreamed a dream.- After long hours of pain
And parting, I had died, and lived again; ,
And floating somewhere far beyond the skies; 

H'l.d found the guarded gates of Paradise, 

Where, to the angel of the flaming sword, 

I showed my pass, signed, "Servant of the 


'Lord.". ' 
" Enter!" the angel cried, "and have no fear; 
Friends of your friends are always welcome 

here." 
I bowed; the doors flew open wide; I heard the 

singing', 
And saw the blest, through golden ether wing

ing 
As thick as, when an earthly sunbeam floats 
Across the room, within it dance the motes. 

There was the banker, who, from fraud-got 
store, 

Had left a deodand to endow the poor; 
The grim inquisitor, whose pious zeal 
Showed heretics the flames he'd have them feel; 
The gallows-houselled felon's scarce-won wraith 

For what are hope and charity and faith? 

Yet, of all those who taught mankind to rise 

Above this sordid world of woes and lies, 

Of those by whom man's progress was begun 

In love and wisdom, I beheld-not one. 

My spirit sank. "Ah, sir!" in grief! cried, 

"Have you no souls of nobler sort inside? 

I dare not seek to live with such as these; 

Where are Aurelius, Zeno, Socrates? 

Spinoza, Galileo, Darwin, where 1" 

The angel answered, pointing downward, 


"There!" 
I turned and fluttered that way in affright 
And reached, at length, a scene of softer light, 
Where~~~s,e I sought and more, with sober 

Were gathered, talking, active, but serene. 
Voltaire advanced and, pointing to the door, 
Said, "Welcome, friend, to sheol-hell no 

more. 
These souls you see, the friends of all their 

To ma~~~~ worst of evil had no mind. 

And, truth to tell, had doubted, from the first, 

That there could be a region so accursed. 

Yet finding that, in fact, some things went ill, 

Put forth their practiced energy and skill, 

Improved the climate, drained the lake of fire, 

Talked to the fallen angels, trainea the choir, 

Put down bad language, stopped theology, 

And made the agreeable limbo as you see." 


Th~ A(ad~my. 

Thankful for Small Favors ~ 

One of the church letters read at the 
annual meeting of the Philadelphia Asso
ciation contained this: " We are spiritually 
dead, but we thank God that things are with 
us as they are." 

The Rev. Dr. Murdock turned to the 
Rev. J. T. Buckley, D.D., and said: "That 
reminds me of a young man who arose in 
my meeting when I was a young pastor 
and said: 'Brethren, I am a great sinner 
and I am determined to hold out to th~ 
end.' " 

PAPA (who doesn't believe in punishinO' 
children while angry)-Now I am goino- t~ 
whip you for that when I come home, ~nd 
I want you to be right here when I do. 

The Terror-Papa, if I send a letter of 
regret wont it do just as well? 

"Bible,Contradictions," 15 cents. 

SOMETHING NEW! 
-_-THE-

"COSMIAN, HYMN BOOK." 
----A COLLECTIO~ OF---

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND :MVSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethjcal Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

!'rice .. '..........•............. $1.50 
Address orders to . 

L.-K.-WASHBURN, 
Revere, Mass. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE. 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the Constitution 
ever p~epared in a pamphlet of its size. ' 

.' -:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

1( karat Gold Scarf Pin ..............................8 f 0 
10 karat Gold, small s,ize Badge Pin....... ........... 2 0 
14 karat Gold, smalls~ze Badge Pin....... .... ....... 2 75 
14 kara~ Gold. small SIZe Badge Pin with Diamond $5 6 (J() 
10 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin ................... : ... 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin.............. . . " 00 
10 karat Gold. Small Charm (for watch chain) .••.•• 3 00 
14 karat Gold. Small Chanll (for watch chain)····· • f 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)::::::: 5 CO 
J4 karat Gold. Large Charm (for watch chain) 6 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Charm. .. .. Dia~~;;d;' 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond. Sl't so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy

Sent to any address. prepaid. and guaranteed a.a reple
ented or money refunded, address. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD 
04 Kearny Street, San Francisco. Cal. 

·tters imp~rt a delicIo'lIs flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digtstion, and 
regu ate the bowels. Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy<Dr~ Wood's Rhubarb HI street, San Francisco, CaJ. 
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ilPRAyeXCUSe me," were the last words of Jefferson Davis:. 
, He is excused. 

. THE London Freethinker must not again refer to the state of 
Oregon as a terri~ory. Our northern neighbor has been in the 
Union about ~hirty 'years, having been admitted in 1859. 

C. R. BENNltTI, Anthony Comstock's Pacific Coast agent, has 
,drawn public ~ttention to himself by the reckless discharge of 
.firearms, on the public streets. He endeavored to bring down a 
fiying forger~, and came nearhitting several pedestria~s and resi
,dents in the neal", neighborhood. 

THE picture of L. K. Washburn in the Freethinkers' Magazine 
for December, hardly does justice to the softer and more amia
ble side of the subject's nature. The editor of the Investigator 
is not a fierce hussar with a barbed wire-moustache, eyes like the 
muzzle of a double-barreled shotgun, and a brow clothed with 

"thunder. 

THERE is a great deal of difference between Canada and Cali
fornia,·not only geographically. but otherwise. The Canadian 

'government, some time ago, refused to issue a certificate of in
corporation to a Secnlar Thought Publishing Company, whereas 
the state of California ,has just licensed the Freethought Publish
ingCompany without question or remark. 

WE fail to see how anything is to be gained by criticism of 
the Secular Union Congress at Philadelphia .. There is no plank 
in the platform adopted that every Liberal cannot ,indorse; and 
while the platform does not include all reforms considered nec
essary by Freethinkers, it inGludes more than are likely to be ac
complished during the present administration. 

THE Sabbatarians desire to suppress the Sunday ball games, 
which are attended. by thousands in this ci~y, on the ground that 
they are a desecration of the Sabbath and displeasing to God. The 
suggestion might be made that' if God is displeased with Sunday 

" .baseball'- he has at his' command the most effective'way of stop

\ping.it. ' .. He Olt} ~t,~ny.t~~~ .-"c~11'.j th~ ga~ehy me~nsof a 
\ .. ~. 

sm;art shower, but so long as he neglects to turn on the hose the, 
players are justified in assuming that they have his tacit permis
sion to proceed. 

THE revivalist, Mrs. Woodworth, who has been doing"busi
ness in a tent over in Oakland, has one lunatic to her :credit. 

Christian Ande~son, a young Dane" went to the Stockton asylum 


. last week in a straitjacket. His insanity is of a religions nature, 

and is traceable to Mrs. Woodworth's ministrations.' . 

. , ',' ".'"
" FOREORDINATION must go." So affirms the Rev. l)r~ Har. 

court. ." Only a few years ago," said he in his sermon ia~t S~n-' 
day, It for a Presbyterian minister to' have even intimated~uch a. 
thing as a change in the Westminster Confession of Faith '-would 
in itse1f, have been sufficient grounds for, bringing a' tharge 
against him for heterodoxy. Foreordination must go,' a~d I am 
heartily glad of it. And that most absurd of doctrines that non
elect infants go into eternal suffering must also go before the 
light of a new civilization. That it could' ever have had a place 
in a Christian creed seems almost incredible. "The common 
sense of the nineteenth centnry casts out this unclean thought 
concerning God, and the church that refuses to do so must fall 
behind in the march to victory.", And yet the Presbyterian 
church has damned thousands for not believing in these 'Very 
dogmas that Dr. Harcourt now rejects. 

THE NEW CATHOLIC DEPARTURB~ 

While power is falling from the hands of Rome in Italy and 
France, in the United States it is accumulating and threaten~ 
serious danger to the republic. Though she always, as far as 
possible, has influenced elections and politics for her own benefit 
as against the welfare of the state, the church has not till latel; 
boldly declared her intention to overthrow one of the most cher
ished bulwarks of liberty-the public school. ' 

Forty years ago an eminent prelate declared: "The church is 
losing half of her children through the influences of. the pub1ic 
schools. 'This should be stopped!" Soon after began the or
ganization of parochial schools, which now give instruction to six 
hun~,red thousand children. In them all the dogmas of the 
church are taught, and their main object is to make good Cath
olics~ which means bad citizens. Till lately the priesthood in
duced their asses of Issachar to patiently pay the double tax 
necessary to sustain the schools of the state and the schools of 

. the church, promising them it should not always be so. Now 
they think they are strong enough to strike the' fatal blow long 
meditated. , ' 

At a recent great representative gathering in Baltimore the 
public school was openly denounced as godless and Injurious to 


, the welfare of all religion. The special weap'on chosen for the 

assassination i~ ~de~and ~or the di~ision of the sch()ol moneys, 

each sect receIvmg Its portIOn. ThIS demand isnO~:'~oldly and 
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persistently advocated.· It was put forward at the last m~~ing pf 
the National Educative Association at Nashville.· It~ is arro
gantly and stoutly claimed as.a right by a Catholic bishopjnthe 
December Forum. 'Ve know by past experience that no flattery, 
threats, or corruption wi]1 be lacking to further it in the state and 
national legislatures. Rome has not planted herself strongly at 
WaShington-in her so-called university-without deadly pur
pose •.. She is getting near t~e heart of the nation to stab it the 
more surely. 

The church has grown rich and strong and believes that her 
ten million adherents will follow her new crusade against knowl
edge. If the American people allow her to succeed, a great 
t'lrch of liberty will be extinguished. Inexpressible disast~r will 
follow to the commonwealth. 

THE CHURCH AND DIVOROE. 

In his late article in the North American Review, Colonel In-.· 
gersoll said: 

" The death of love is the end of marriage. LitVe is natural." 
" Wherever love is it is pure.': 

Very few people could see anything calling for criticism in 
that sentiment, bl!t the Catholic Review declares: 
. "Nothing fouler than this could pen contrive. The avowed apostles 

of free-love gave precisely the same definition. The outcome of its 
adoption by society would be that whenever a sensual man or weak and 
vain. woman believes' love' dead, that instant divorce becomes not only 
licit, but dutiful. 'Love' may 'die' because a husband cannot buy as 
handsome a fall bonnet as his wife would like. On his side 'love' may 'die' 
the moment he sees another who arouses in his lower nature passions 
that are' natural.' Forthwith divorce for either or both. Forthwith go 
the children born in the previous union, wherever a court may direct; 
and if the· precept herein implied should be carried to its complete con
clusion, the state would have to return to the cruel and heartless imper
sonalism of Lycurgus, and create vast nurseries for the care of offspring 
whose parents had ceased to. 'love' each other." 

The Catholic idea of marriage is that it is merely for purposes of 
increase, like the union of cattle, except that in the case of human 
beings no attention is paid to physical fitness. The church claims 
to own the human beings whom she mates, and the farmer owns 
the cattle; and· her consent is necessary to their union as the cat
tIe breeder's supervision is deemed necessary in raising stock. 
If, however, the stockman finds by experience that he has made 
a mistake in crossing two breeds for one season, he will take care 
that the error is not repeated. But it is the claim of the church 
that all mistakes of this kind occurring among men and women 
are to be perpetuated in this life on pain of eternal damnation in 
the next. . 

.The Catholic Review asserts that were Colonel Ingersoll's 
views adopted, the' outcome would be that" whenever a sen
sual man or weak and vain woman believes love dead, that in
stant divorce becomes not only licit but dutiful." Supposing a 
sensual man and a weak and vain woman are single, and beli~ve 
that love is living instead of dead, and thereupon proceed to 
marry. Is not their union as bad in this case as their separation 
would be in the other? Is it not infinitely worse? AO"~in is it 

. 0 , 

not as despicable for a woman to marry for the sake of· a hand
some fall bonnet as to seek a divorce for the lack of it? And if a 
man and a woman marry each other in obedience to their lower 
natures, are they any more moral than when they sep:uate at the 
behest of the same instinct? This is, of coure, a low and un
pleasant aspect of the marriage relation, but it appears to be the 

",only one the Catholic Review is capable of recognizing~., . 

Th"ere is but one divorce court to which members of the Cath
olic church may appeal. It is the court presided. over by Death. 
The.church will admit that the. unhappily married are divorced· 
when liusband or wife dies; and the' Catholic church knows that 
thousands have found and welcomed this court prematurely, be
cause.there was no other open to them. The blood of these un
fortunates, whose commitment to the matrimonial prison was 
signed by priests that denied. th{!m .. release, is upon the. hands. ~,f 
the church. The responsibility for the blasted lives, or. men, .~he 
beaten and mangled flesh of women, t4e. deprayityof child.r~~, 
begotten of hatred overcome by lust, lies at her door. . . 

Colonel Ingersoll once drew a picture of the future, and he' 
said: "1 see a world without the beggar's outstretcp.ed palm, the 
miser's heartless, stony stare, the piteous wail of want, the 'pal
lid face of crime, the livid lips of lies, the cruel eyes of scorn. I 
see a race without disease of flesh or brain-shapely and fair, the 
married .harmony of form and function. And as I 100k;Life 
lengthens, Joy deepens, Love intensifies, Fear dies; Liberty:-¥t 
last is God, and Heaven .is here. This shall be."·' ':., 

But it will not be until the grasp of the church is taken fro~ 
the ·hearts and lives of the men and women of this world. . . 

,. 

. EVER since the Freeth~ght Publishing Company was thought 
of we have been waiting for the verdict of one man on the pros,:, 
pects of the enterprise-the man who, we are informed, estab
lished the business known as the Bancroft Com pany, the largest 
book dealers on the coast. That man is Mr. John"McGlashan 
of Ukiah .. Mr.· McGlashan did nothing in haste.. He thoug~t 
the matter over. He is a man whose word .is as good as his 
bond, . and his word and bond. go together~ .. "He would as soon 
suppor~ a movement with his· money as with verbal encourage .. 
ment,· if he had no faith in its success. He is personallv· and "in
timately acquainted with the managers of FREETHOUGHT,;· and 
has aided them with sage ad vice and liberal donations, ,.,. We 
therefore call especial attention to his letter on another page. It 
is a tower of strength. 

LAST Sunday's Chronicle contained a large an;ou~t ~tma~~er 
written in vindication of B. G. Haskell from t.hea~cu~tio~ p~~
viously made against him with relation to the affairs of the Ka
weah colony. It still remains to be proven to our· entire satisfa~:
tion that Mr. Haskell is not an honest man, and we fondly hope 
that none of the charges brought against him can be made to 
stick. It should be understood that what Mr. Burgman. has, to 
say in'"FREETHOUGHT is in response to what he.. terms, Mr. Has
kell's "bluff." of two weeks ago, and that ,our columns ar~,as 
free to Mr. Haskell as to Mr. Burgman, "each being alone re
sponsible for anything he may choose to write. 

MR. CHARLES e. CASPARY, of \Vagner, Or., writes under date 
of December I: " A Liberal meeting was called for to-day and 
well attended. Resolutions were passed to meet every second 
Sunday; to form a Liberal club at our next meeting, and ·adopt 
rules and by-laws; also to elect officers. We are assured ot a 
large audience at our next meeting, and hope to be able to gi~e 
you a creditable report of the proceedings and success ·ofthe 
Haystack Liberal C~ub." This is encouraging; let, the good 
work go on. 

A CALL for the annual convention of the California State Lib~ 
eral Union is issued, and n::> pains will be spared to make.this 
the largest gathering 'of the kind )~et held here or.elsewhere 
Lil?er~ls throughout the state will save the officers· much Jaq?; 
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if they ~i1l promptly begin talking the matter_· up and making adorn any position. But the judge said it wouldn't do; the direc-. 
their contributions toward expenses of hall-rent .and ~vertising. , to~,oi ~n active corporation must be able to meet at short notice 
The treasurer's address is A. H. Schou, 677 Twenty-fifth street, an4 without expense .. He suggested that Mr. Putnam and mys~lf 
Oakland. be placed upon the board. We 'had not thought of that. The 

oth~,r directors,. he said; should b~ young men who would work. F~ETHOUGHT invite!> anyone who knows anything to Burnette G. 
Haskell's credit to speak. Look out, Friend Macdonald, or you will haqnoniously together and, with us. We therefore added the 
soon be " within four walls." You are guilty of libel by implication. names of W. H. Eas,tman, Fr;ank L. Browne, and Emil S. Lemme, 
Weekly Star. .' and when Judge Collins met these gentleman afterward he de

Nay, not so; . it is Mr.. Haskell's friends who, in remaining clared that theyma:de ,a~ good-looking and intelligent a board. 
siie.~.t, allow his .reputation to suffer by contributory negligence. as he had ever·seen. 

" , The judge assured us that we were now prepared for work, 
JUDGE BUSH, of Seattle, begins this week a series of articles on . and upon the evening oCMonday,· December 2, the parties above 

ct Judicial Oaths." They are worthy of caT(!ful perusal, like all indicated met in his office, sign'ed the subscription paper, and 
that CJmes from his pen .. '. drew up these Articles,of Incorporation. ! 

------------------~ ARTICLES OF 1NCORrORATION OFt-HE FREETROUGHT PUBLtSHING 
COMPANY. 

As a good many hundred people are concerned in the recently, K/tow all Men by thue Presmts: , 
organized Freethought Publishing Company, atid as corporations, ,That we, the undersigned, a majority of whom are citizens and residents 

. 11y regarded as more or less mY<;1terl'ous" and sou'Iless' of the state of California, have this day voluntarily associated ourselves 

'THE PREE'THOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. 

are genera: """ , . t )gether {or the purpose of forming a corporation under the laws of the 
bodies, it may be interesting to give a brief history of this, the state of California. 

only Freethought corporation in America. And we HeNby Certify: 
When Mr. Putnam and myself first discussed the question of.,:, FIRST. That the name of said corporation shall be The Fruthought 

organizing this company, we had somewhat ind~finite notions of Publishing Company. 
what was necessary to be done, but we, ag~eed that we could SECOND. That the purposes for which it is formed are to maintairi 
make no mistake in first feeling the'Liberal pulse and ascertain- and conduct the" Fruthought" Newspaper, and a Book and Job Print

, d ing Establishment; to purchase and sell Books, Stationery, Fancy Goods, 
ing" . how many potential stockhol ers there" were among . our and Jewelry; and," also to acquire, by purchase, exchange, or otherwise, 
constituency. We found this out by means of a circular letter.: and to improve, sell, mortgage, or lease, so much Real Estate as the 
In:o'rder that the circular might be satisfactory to both of tis;' ',business of the Company may require. . 
Putnam wrote a copy for one, and I wrote another. Then the twO'" THIRD. That the place where .. the principal business of said Corpo
were amalgamated, headed" Important to Liberals," and sent-out ration is to be transacted is San Francisco, California. 
under date of November 17. As has been seen byletters already FOURTH.· That the term for which said Corporation isto exist is fifty 

- f: d h' k W d years, from and after the date of in incorporation
published, the responses come ast an t IC ~ e vote unan- FIFTH. That the number of Directors or Trustees of said Corporation 
im,ously between ourselves that the company was a happy shall be five, and that the names and residences of the Directors or 

thought. Trustees, who are appointed for the first year, and to serve until the 
When our co-partnership was formed in 1887 to enter upon election and qualification of such officers, are as. follows, to wit: [names 

the publication of this paper, we simply drew up a document of Directors.] " . 
and signed it before a commissioner of deeds. In the present SIXTH. That the amount of Capital Stock of said Corporation is 
case it was thought the process might be similar, though subse- twenty thousand dollars, and the number or Shares into which it is di

vided is four thousand of the par value of five dollars each". 
quent experience has proved it to be quite otherwise. We had SEVENTH. That the amount of said Capital Stock which has been 
the presence of mind, however, to call upon the Honorable actually subscribed is one thousand and twenty-five dollars, and the f~l
Judge Collins, of 526 Kearny ~treet, and there we learne4 in a lowing are the names of the persons by whClm the same has been sub
very few moments how little the average laymau knows of legal scribed, and the amount subscribed by each of them, to wit: [names.and. 


processes. The judge asked us, with a "twinkle in his eye, what amounts subscribed.] 

we had done and how we intended to proceed to organize the In witness whereof, we have here unto set our hands; and seals, et,c. 


co~pany. We told him we had sold several hundred shares, and On the following day, December 3, the five· incorporators ap- . 

'were going right ahead to issue certificates of stock. We should peared before a notary and again appended their signatures to the 

caU'a meeting of all who had subscribed, elect trustees, and pro:- foregoing document, which was filed with the county clerk at an 

ceed to business. Judge Collins commended that method as art·. expense of $2.5°, and a copy thereof forwarded to the secretary of 

less, but objected to it as devoid of legality and common sense. stateat.Sacramento for the trifli~g cost of $11.00. 


He begged us to realize that what we had 'done amounted to On the same evening a meeting of subscribers was held hi 

nothing in the eyes of the law; and that what we had expressed an Judge Collins's office, S. P. Putnam being appointed to the chair. 

intention of doing would be null. He then drew up a Subscrip- Mr. Putnam made ~ statement of the work done and the objects 

tion Paper reading as follows: of the company, and called for nominations for temporary officers. 


We, the undersif:ned, do hereby subscribe for and agree to take the The chairman was elected to stay there, F. L. Browne being 
number of sha.res of the capital stock of the Freethought Publishing vice-president, and Geo. E. Macdonald received the most votes 
Company set against our respective names, and to pay five dollars per for secretary. These officers were·subsequently elected by bal
share for the same. , . " lot to hold office for one year. Upon motion of Mr. Eastman, it 

He then inquired if we had decided on aBoard of Directors, was voted to purchase FREETHOUGHT, with all its stock of books, 
and we told hitp we had, mentioning names of men residing-at plates, and so forth, for five hundred dollars in cash and nine 
various points be~ween Crescent City and San Diego. The men hundred shares of capital stock. Some matters of detail were , 
were all good Liberals, generous subscribersl and calculated to· discuss~g ~qq vo~ed upon! T4e presen~ ~di~or~ w~rt:r«;taine~,. 



Mr. Putnam without a salary. The undersigned' is to be- allowed Jst., Shall preside over all' meetings ot the Stockholders and Di~id~ 
,. , . . d ""d" tors,·'and·sha.li ha~e the, casting vote.. . .'. 
a. 'mod.ei.at.e stipend.... : The question of a treasurer can,se co.nsl -" ' . _ 

. . . . ,,2d., He shall sign, as President, all certificates of stock, and all chit;.
e~able deba~e. The secretary favored a bank for treasurer;"' the tracts and other inst~uments of writing which have been first approve4. 
6thet~ desired a proper person.. Judge Collins, as adviser, Sup- by the Board o(Directors, and shall draw checks upon the Treasurer •..~ 
ported th~ latter and said the board would honor itself by putting,. 3d• He shall call the Dir~ctors together whenever he . deems it nec.~ 
a.,' woman in that position. The funds of the company must essary, and shall have, subject to the advice of the Directors, dirp.ction 
be either invested o~ placed in the bank, but somebody would be of the affairs of the C<:>rporation, and generally. shall discharge such 
~eeded in the office to pay and receive bills: The finger' of other duties as ni'ay be reqU:ired of him by the By-Laws of the Cor
. '. Id d hId poration.., ....
choice pointed to Mrs. Grace L. Macdona an s e was e ecte . The President, or two of the Directors, may call.special meetings of 
:;,!', Irollowing are the by-laws adopted: the Directors at any time, and notice shall be given of such called meet'.: 
"", . ' BY-LAWS. . ing by leaving a written or printed notice at the last-known place of 
~_,The name o~ the' corpo~ation shh.llLe the Freetho~ght,Publishing Com- business or of residence of each Director. Such service of notice shall 

':p~ny. be entered on the minutes of the Corporation; and the 'said minutes; 

~>' AltTICLE I"":Corporate Powers-The corporate powers of this corpora- upon being read and approved at a subsequent meeting of the Board, 

lioilshall be vested in aB-:'ard of five Directors, who shall be Stock- shall be conclusive upon the question of service. ' , 

holders, holding one' or more' shares .of· stock in their own names on the ARTICLE VIn .-Secretary.-The Board of Directors . shall elect a 

;b,ooks 'Of the Corporation,and three shall constitute a quorum for the 'Secretary• 

.transac.tion of business. 1st. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a record of the 
ARTICLE n,-Election 0/ Directors.--";'The Directors .3ball be elected proceedings of the Board of Directors and of Stock~olders.. " 

"bY bailot, at the a~nual meeting of the Stockholders, to serve for one 2d. He shall keep the corporate seal of the Corporation and the 
:year, and until their succe.ssori'i ::rl! elected. Their term of office' shall book of blank certificates of stock, fill up and countersign all certificates 
begin immediately after election, ' ,. issued, and make the corresponding entries in the margin of sitch pook 

::-: -. ARTICLE'III.~ Paca1tcie:r.-Vacancies in the Board of Directors shall on such issuance; and he shall affix said corporate seal to all papers re-
be filled by the other DirecllJr:; in c)mce. quiring a seal. , 

ARTICLE IV.-Power of Directors.-The Directors shall have 3d . He shall keep a proper Transfer Book, and a stock ledger 

power:- . . in debit and credit form, showing the number of shares issued to 

, . 1st. 'To call special meetings of the Stockholders when they deem it and transferred by any Stockholder, and the dates of such issuance and 

.necessary. And they sl1all call a meeting at any time, upon the written transfer. 


request of Stockholders holding one-third of all the capital stock. 4th. He shall keep proper Account Books, countersign all checks 
2d. To app«;>int and remove at pleasure all agents and employees of drawn upon the Treasurer, and discharge such other duties as pertain_to 


the Corporation, prescribe their duties, fix the.ir compensation, and re- his office and as a.re prescribed by the Board of Directors. 

:quire from them security for faithful service. '. ' 5th . The Secretary shall serve all notices required e~ther by law or 

.. 3d• To conduct, manage, and ~ontrol the affairs and business of the 'the By-Laws of the Company; and in case of his absence, inability, re- . 
Corporation, and to make rul~5 and regulations, not inconSistent with fusal or neglect so to do, then such notices may be served hy any person 
"the laws of the State of California or the By-Laws of the Corporation, thereunto directed by the President or Vice-President of the Company. 
',for the 'guidance of the officers ,and management of the affairs of the ARTICLE IX.-The Treastlrer.-The Treasurer shall receive and keep 

Corporation. . all the funds of the Corporation, and pay them out only on the check of 
4th. To incur indebtedness. The terms and' amount of such indebt- the President, countersigned by the Secretary . 

edness shall be entered on the minutes of the Board, and the note or ARTICLE X.-Books and Papers.-The books and such papers as.may 
.' obligation given for the s~me; signed officially by the President and S~c- be placed on file by vote of the Stockholders or Directors, shall at all 
-reta:ry, shall be binding on the Corporation. , , times, in business hours, be subject to the inspection of the Board of Di
.' ARTICLE V.-Dtltiu of Directors.-It shall be the duty of the Dl- rectors and of any Stockholder. . 

'rectors:-- , ARTICLE XI.-Certificates of Stock.-Certificates of stock shall be of 
1St. To cause to be kept a complete record of all their minutes and. such fortn and device as the Board ofe Directors may direct, and each 


'acts and of· the proceedings of the Stockholders, and present a full certificate shall be signed by the President and countersigned by the 

;stat~ment at the regular annual meeting of the Stockholders, showing in Secretary, and express on its face its number, date of issuance, the num

: detail the assets and liabilities of the Corporation, and generally the ber of shares for which, and the person to whom it is issued. 
condition of its affairs. A similar statement shall be presented at any The Certificate Book shall contain a margin, on which shall be en

"oiher meeting of the Stockholders, -when thereto required by persons tered the number, date, number of shares, and name of the person ex-
r 'holding a.t least one-half of the capital stock of the Corporation. pressed in the corresponding certificate. 
" 2d. To declare dividends out of the surplus profits, when such profits ARTICLE XII.-TransftY oj Stock.-Shares of the Corporation may be 

sha.11, in the -opinion of the Directors, warrant the same. transferred at ~ny time by the holders thereof, or by attorney legally 
3d. To supervise all officers, agents, and employees, and see that constituted, or by their legal representatives, by indorsement on the 

their duties are properly performed. To cause to be issued to th~ Stock- certificate of stock. But no transfer shall be valid until the surrender'of 
'~holde~s, in proportion to their several interests, certificates of stock, not the certificate and the acknowledgment of such transfer on the books of 
.. to exceed in the aggl'egate $20,000. the Company • 

. . ARTICLE VI.-OffictYs.-The officers shall be a President, Vice-Presi- No surrendered certificate shall be canceled by the Secretary before 
"'. dent, Secretary and •. Treasu't'er, which -officers shall be elected by the a new one is issued' in lieu thereof; and the Secretary shall preserve the 

Board of Directors. The <:ompensatio~ and tenure of office of all the certificate 'so canceled as a voucher. If, however, a certificate shall be 
officers of the Corporaticm (other than Directors) shall be fixed and de- . lost or destroyed, the Board of Directors may.,order a new certificate is
termined by the Board of Directors. sued upon such guarantees by. the parties claiming the same as they 

. ARTICLE Vlr.-P1'tsident~-The Board ofDirectors shall, at their first may deem satisfactory. , 
.. r~gularmeeting, electone of their number to aCt asP,resident.; and' if at : ARTiCLE XIII.-Mutings.-The annual meeting of the Stockholders 
, any time the President shall be unable to act; the VIce-PresIdent shall may, be heid in San Francisco on the first Monday after last Sunday of 
~ 'take his place ancl. perform his duties; and if the Vice-President, fr()m January in each year, after Janna.ry, 1890, and shall be called by:a'no
~'. any cause~' shall be unable to act, they, shall appoint some o.ther m,em- " lice· printe-d' in one or more newspapeI:s published in the', City and" 

ber of the Board to do so, in whom shall be vested, for the tIme bemg, County of San Francisco; as the Directors may direct, f~r at least ten " 
all the duties and functions of his office. The President or in his absence days last preceding the day of meeting, or by a. notice in'writing by the 
the Director, appointed as above provided:- President, delivered to each Stockholder personally. 
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No meeting o~ Stockhol~ers shall be competent to.: transac::t .busine·ss·': ~PublishiI1€r 'Company need no elaborate introduction to . the: 
unless a majority o~ stoc.~ Is re.~resente~, ~~~eI?_t.. to ,adjourn fro~ d~! t~~,!,~~d~ro ()f t~i~_pap~~... , T~e 'presid~nt, S. P. Putnam, has planted 
~Ily,~r untIl such hme. as may bedeemed proper: .: . .' .... our banner upon the ramparts of a h~ndre(rChrisdarifortresses

At such annual meetmg of the Stockholders, Directors for the. ensumg . ". " . . . .... . '. ...._ 
year shall be elected by ballot, to serve for one year, anduntiltheit ~UC~; Q!l thIS coast. Th~ Co~pan~ IS mc~rporated for ii.fty years,. bu~~ 
cessorsare elected. If, however, for want of a quorum,' or other caUse, he expects to outlIve It. Vlce~PreSIdent Browne IS the prm~e.~ 
Ii Stockholders' meeting shall not be held on the day above named. or of FREETHOUGHT, and often burns the midnight' oil in getting the 
B~ould the Stockholders fail to complete their elections, or such other paper ready for the press. T~n or a dozen y~ars ago he' worked 
business as may be presented for their consideration~ those present may in the Truth Seeker office, and has ever since been connected 
~djourn from day to day, until the same shall be accomplished. with the press either as a publisher or p'rinter W H East' .;.

.' A 11 . • . kh Id . . .. manARTICLE XIV.-Votmg- t a corporate meetmgs, each Stoc 0 er; .' . , . .' '.. ,._
'th . b h 11 b t'tl d t . . thIS a practical book~keeper of seven years expenence m a largeel er m person or y proxYt s a e en leo as many vo es.as e .... . . . '. . '.' _! 

owns shares of stock. Such proxy shall be in writing, and filed with the pnntmg establIshment. He WIll layout and supervIse the books 
Secretary. of the corporation, which will be kept with all possible accutac~ 

ARTICLE XV.-Ammdmmts.-The By-Laws may be altered or . so that, as provided in the by~laws, a statement of the condition 
amended at any meeting of the Stockholders, by a majority of the Stock of affairs may be made at any time. . Mr. Eastman is a vice .. 
represented at such meeting, or by a two. thirds vote of the whole number pre~ident of the San Francisco Freethouo-ht Society. ·Emil· S. 
of the Board of Directors, to be ratified by the first meeting of the Lemme is also an officer of the FreethougOht Societ and ofth~ 
StocklJOlders thereafter. . . . . . .' y, - 

ARTICLE XVI.-S.!al.-The Company shall have a Common Seal con- State LIberal Umon. He IS an. archItect by· trade, of German 
sistingof a circle having on'its circumfel'encethe words, The Freethought parentage, and the younge~t member of the board. The· secre;.. 
Publishing Company; Incorporated December 3, 1889. tary finds himself in this desirable COmpany through thegooo 

With these by~laws copied into the minute book of the luck ",hich he has never ~eserted. 'The tr~asurer of the Coni~ 
association, the Freethought Publishing Company stood ready to pany, IVlrs. Grace L. Macdonald, is the youngest daughter of Jhe 
go ahead, but if anything more was needed a document just re- late T; C. Leland. She. is . also . the, more worthy moiety 'of the 
ceived from Sacramento would settle the question. Thus: secretary. , 

Thus manned the ship is launched, and she bids'fair. to prov~
STATE OF CALIFORNIA. as staunch a craft as ever flew the banner of FREETHOUGHT. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
G~E.M. 

I, William C. Hendricks, Secretary of State of the State of 
The appended letters show how the shares are being taken up. California, do hereby certify that a copy of the Articles of Incor~ 

We hope no subscriber will miss the chance to enroll his or her
poration of the Freethought Publishing Company, certified by 

name on the list of stockholders: 
the County Clerk of- the City and County of San Francisc.o as a 

. ~~ . . . . . . l..Tl~L\H, CAL., Dec. 8, 1889. , 
copy of such A rtJ-cles filed in his office, was filed in this office on FRIEND GEORGE: I should h1.vE! ans·.vcred your favor much 

sooner, but it appears that one thing and another has kept me sothe Fourth day of December, A.D. 1889, which Articles and busy that I could not find time. . '. , 
the copy. thereof contained the required Statement of Facts, to I think you have hit on the best plan yet to further the inter.. 
wit.; First, the name of the corporation as aforesaid; Second, ests of Liberalism and humanity, in the idea of establishing.3

. ... . FREETHOUGHT PUBLlSH!NG COMPANY. It certainly seems to me 
the purpose for whIch It IS formed; ThIrd, the place where Its • that you should have no difficulty in obtaining all the money 
principal business is tobe transacted; Fourth, the term for which needed, to have all the shares taken up readily. I feel satisfied 

that there is a fine opening on this coast for such an enterprise.
it is to exist; Fifth, the number of its directors or trustees, and It is needed-needed bad1r-:,.nd I think you are just in the po
the names and residences of those who are appointed for the . sition to make a success of it. Your paper is thoroughly estab

lished; it is now past its infancy; it is now past a doubt; it is a first year; Sixth, the amount of its capital stock and the number 
paying institution. Now with the increased circulation that-is 

of shares into which it is divided; Seventh, the amount of its sure to be obtained by the me:l.DS proposed, it will make it more 
remunerative in dollars and cent}, and each and every membercapital stock actually subscribed and by whom. 
and stockholder will derive the benefit in that way also. With 

Witness my hand and the Great Seal of State energy, care, and proper management, it must succeed. There 
at office in Sacramento, California, this the 4th' is hardly a Liberal~minded person on this. coast but can afford[L.s·l 

to take at least one share, and when he or she does that, they 
day of Dec'r, A.D. 1889. W. C. HENDRICKS, have the satisfaction of feeling that they have done something to 

Secretary of State. 'benefit the human family; done something to lighten theigno.. 
ranee and superstition, and help to lift some of the gloom atldWith an instrument like this in our possession, bearing a 
. persecution of the past dark ages, which still surrounds us, with 

golden seal four inches in diameter, there, can be no doubt of the ,priestcraft and bigotry. Science, If'reethought, and Liberalism 
validity of the Freethought Publishing Company. . . have never yet, it is well known, made a single step in prog'ress 

It would not be just to close this account without makhlg due ~nd im~rovement, searching into the laws of Nature, but evC'ry 
mch gamed had to be wrested from the hands of those whose in·acknowledgment of the services of Judge Collins. The judge 
terest it was, and still is, to keep us hi ignorance and darkness.devoted many hours of his time to the drawing up of papers and 
Give the people an opportunity t6 read; some will be set thinking. 

guiding the incorporators through the legal mazes in. which they Put me down for five shares of $5 each, $25.· 
became frequently lost, but he declined anything in the way of . Yours ever,' JOHN MCGLASHAN., 
compensation, assuring all that their interest in the work could 
not exceed his pleasure in aiding them to accompiish it. '. The' . '" . ARGENTA, MONT., Nov. 30, 1889. 
directors, however, did themselves the honor to vote him ..ten .' My DEAR SIRs: Your notice to incorporate FREETHOUGHT. has 

. f h' . been received and duly noted. You may put my nameaown 
shares of stock in recogmtion 0 is emment service...... .' for five shares, and if I am in easy circumstances when the 'time 

The men who form the Board of Directors of the Freethought ~:. 0 pay comes, will· take more. Please let me make h~re~jle 
\ ., 
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suggestion. If you incorporate FREETHOUGHT, the services 
of Geo. E. Macdonald and Samuel P. Putnam must be retained 
for a few years at least. To me the paper would be an orphan 
without you both. Perhaps after a period of five or six years we 
might be able to spare one of you, but not at this time. I do 
not mean to flatter either of you when I say this. But I -hive 
great faith that you and" George" can carry FREETHOUGHT over 
the stormy sea.. A. BESSETTE.' 

UNIONTOWN; OR., Dec. 4, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Yours of the 17th is- received. 

In regard to the enterprise you wrote about, I -will assist it som-e; 
will take one share at least, and will get another man to take 
one share. I think it can be made up; I know'it ought to be. 

Yours respectfully, T. CAMERON. 

STOCKTON, CAL., Dec. 8, 1889. 
-. MESSRS. PUTNAM AND MACDONALD: You may enroll myself 

and wife and Charles Haas and wife for one share each; also 
Jacob Grundike, 1. K. Garrett, M. L. Sims, "V. S. Fowler, J. E. 
McKenzie, and Frank McClure, one share each in the contem
plated corporation. There are doubtless some others who may 
be induced to aid in the movement1 and as opportunity is afforded 
ine I will communicate with them for the desired purpose. 

Yours, W. F. FREEMAN. 

. LIVERMORE, CAL., Dec. 8, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: I received yours on the seventh, and inclosedyou 

will find an order for five dollars as a free gift to help the right 
-no issue of stock upon it. Wishing you success and progress, 
I remain, . Yours, MARVIN S. PALMER. 

SALMON CITY, IDAHO, Dec. 3, 1889. 
FRIENDS: Inclosed find $3.50, balance due on this and last 

year's subscription for FREETHOUGHT. 
You can count on my taking two shares in the Freethought 

Publishing Company, and I am ready to remit on application. 
The paper, FREETHOUGHT, is perfectly satisfactory, and I like it 
better and better the more I read it. 
, - Long may it live to down the obstructions to progress and hu
manity I There is no truth in Christianity, and as, to priests and 
preachers they may be divided into two classes-fools and hyp
ocrites, and they are the cause of a great deal of harm. Yours 
for science and morality, and no religion, . 

CHAS. F. BLACKBURN. 

ROSALlA, WASH., Dec. 3, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: Yours of Nov. 17, in regard to the co-operative 

association, is at hand. I will take Jen shares, not that I expect to 
reap any pecuniary gains, but as a duty we owe to our fellow
men to drive ignorance and superstition from the land. That, I 
kn!)w, is a big undertaking, but p~tience and perserverance will 
accomplish many things. If all the Liberals could see the 
danger of priestcraft .as I do, -they would come out liberally, and
fight the monster in his den. Wishing you success, 

WM. FISK. 

DENVER, COL., Nov. 30, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: I will subscribe for $10 worth of stock, and 

wish .You all success. . THos. J. T:~wss: 

WALLA WALLA, WASH., Dec. 4, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: My reply to your favor of Nov. 16 had to suffer 

delay on account of my absence from home during several weeks 
I welcome your new proposition and am ready to take five 
shares in the Freethought Publishing Company. 

Yours faithfully, ALBERT ROSENOW. 

-KNAPPTON, WASH., Dec. 5. 1889. 
FRIENDS: We have received your circular and will take two 

shares in the Freethought Publishing Company. Put us down 
for $10, five for W~ W. Butts and five for R. 1. Butts. We are 
Spiritualists, but we don't care a fig whether you are or not. If 
you caBnot see spirits you cannot help it, and yon have a work 

to do~ Don'f stop to bicker with SpiritualistS (far they can take 
care of themselves), but fight the enemies of our liberties and 
blessings we all like to enjoy, Yours ever truly,R. 1. BUTTS.-· 

SALMON CITY, IDAHO. 
, GENTLEMEN: Yours just received. I will take two shares·in 

your enterprise at present, and more by and by. Hoping for 
yorir success in ymu undertaking I am, yours very truly, 

J. M. MOORE. 

. CUNTON, IOWA; Dec. I, :1889. 
GENTI.EMEN: Circular received. Count me in for five shares 

at $25. - Keep the ball rolling, and make your call on my purse 
strings at any time and you will get response. Fraternally, 

_ JAMES A. GREENH1L~ 

, MOLALLA, OR.,- Dec 2, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: I received your letter in regard to forming a stock 

company so that you could carry a stock of books. I hope you 
will meet W!t~ success, and will take one share at $5. 

A. B. KLISE. 

BOCA, CAL., Dec. 2, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: I,inc1ose $2, for which please send FREETHOUGHT 

one year to my address. Please put down my name for one 
share in the Freethought Publishing Company. Will send the 
money any time you want it. Jos. M. DOAN, M. D. 

DEEP RIVER P. 0:, WASH., Nov. 29, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: Your circular was duly received. I hope the 

Freethought Publishing Company will prove a grand success. I 
have tried my best to get the Liberals here to take shares, and 
have succeeded in obtaining the following names: Ella A. Nel
son, one share; Emma G. Nelson, one share; J. P. Foster, one 
share; M. E. Foster, one share; R. S. James, one share-; John 
Anderson, one share; John Nelson, one share; I send you two 
new subscribers to FREETHOUGHT. With best wishes for your 
success, EMMA G. NELSON. 

ARAGO, OR., Dec. 2, 1889. 
MR. PUTNAM, Dear Sir: -I received yours of Nov. 17 in due 

time, and I am in hearty accord withyou. It is by a combination 
of forces that strength is gained. We have long felt the need of 
a bookstore where Liberal and scientific works could be had. 
Mr. H. Snow's was the only place on the coast where we could 
get any, and- his supply was limited. FREETHOUGHT is doing 
such a noble-work now that with the additional strength it would 
gain by the book store, I think its usefulness would be greatly 
increased. 

I will do all that I can to forward the enterprise. I will certainly 
take one share, perhaps more~ but to do what I can you can 
count on me all the time. 

_I have not the shadow of a doubt of your success, for Putnam 
and Macdonald are the right men in the right place. ' 

Yours truly, JAS. McNAUGHTON. 

" _ _ TALENT, OR., Dec. 4, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNA!I & MACDONALD: Find inclosed $2 subscription 

to FREETHOUGHT for one year.-' Received Mr. Putnam's letter in 
regard to book house. If you are likely to succeed I will throw 
in a piece. _ _ _ Yours truly, _ II. AMERMAN. 

OTTUMWA, IA., D~c. I, 1889. 
DEAR FREETHOUGHT: Your circular at hand. I have been 

watching with great interest the development of Liberalism in 
the West, and I am rejoiced to see it, for I think the success of 
the cause mainly depends on the free West. The producers, 
those who make the wea.lth 6f ·our country, are being crushed to 
death by the money power at home and English capital com. 
bined. .This power co?trols all the offices of the country from 
the preSIdent to the pohcemen on our streets, and all the bishops, 
preachers, and other parasites that are getting their regular sal
aries, which were doubled when our country was prosperous and 
all -profitably employed, and continued to the present time, when 
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labor has to go a-begging. The indications this fall are that the 
people are waking up to their interests, and I look on Liberalism 
as one of the most potent factors to full liberty, politically and 
religiously: 'I have been hoping that Chicago would become the 
prominent point for Liberalism, but I see the far West is going 
ahead of all other parts of the country. You can count on me 
for one share in yourcompany. Yours for liberty, 

. <. WM. LINDSEY. 

PRINEVILLE, OR., Nov. 27, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: I havejust received your circular, and will do 

something-at least one share, may be five or six. 
. ' . W. H. CAMPBELL. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 4, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: You can put me down for two shares of stock 

in your new venture. I hope it may prove a grand success. 
NELSON SMITH. 

NEWPORT, OR., Dec. 2, 1889. 
MR. S. P.. PUTNAl\I, Esteemed Friend: I received your circular, 

and am highly pleased with the plan of a Freethought Publishing 
Company. I will take one share. Several here have· told. me 
that they intend to take stock. Will do all I can for the enter
prise.· J. B. Hoss. 

BOULDER CREEK, CAL., Dec. 6, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: Put my name down for five shares in the Free

thought Publishing Company. I think your undertaking will be 
a grand success. Yours truly, O. R. HARMON. 

RED CANYON, WYO., Dec. I, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: I will take one share at $5, and forward money 

when notified. I will also try to get a new subscriber and will 
remit you during this month. With the best of wishes for your
selves and FREETHOUGHT, WALT R. MACDONALD. 

WILSONVIJ.LE, OR., Dec. I, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: Your circular received, and after carefully read

ing it I consider this plan one of the best for promoting the cause 
of liberty. You may put me down for one share, and the money 
is ready whenever you see fit to call for it. It is to be hoped 
that every Liberal, Freethinker, and Spiritualist will at least take 
one share, as their interests are identical. This would insure 
success~ and the amount would not be missed. JOHN KRUSE. 

ROSWELL, N. M., Nov. 26. 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: The books and first installment of FREETHOUGHT 

duly received. Thanks. You have also inclosed me a circular 
letter adv9cating the. establishment of the Pacific Coast Free
thought Publishing Company. I am in full accord with your 
Liberal principles and with the objects of your enterprise. I 
sympathize deeplya.nd sincerely with your struggles to emanci
pate man from the thralldom of bigotry and superstition, by 
which the world is so pitiably degraded and enslaved, and from 
the toils 'of priestcraft and hypocrisy. . 

You can enroll my name upon your subscription list for. ten 
shares or $so,stock in the firm. Whenever you notify me th2.t 

. you h~ve so far succeeded as to call in subscriptions I will for
ward amount promptly. ~ours,· P. F. GARRETT. 

SECULARISM IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

The Wheeling, W. Va., Register of Dec. z contains this notice 
.of ameeting of Liberals in that city: , 

" Another meeting of the Secular Union was held at Germania 
Hall yestefday afternoon at 2 o'clock. Abou~ fortJ; perso~s were 
present, and most of them seemed to be IdentIfied WIth the 
. movement. 
'. The temporary chairman, Mr. Allen Noe, called the meeting 

to order after which the secretary pro lem., Mr. D. G. Crow, was 

called t~ the floor, and addressed the audience on the purpm,es 


. and plans of the organization.. The address lasted about forty 

minutes,. and the speaker gavea history of the movement from 


its inception up to the present day. He also gave an insight into 
another organization to which the Secularists appear to be op
posed-the American Reform Association; whose aim, the 
~peaker stated, was to destroy the secular' character of our laws 
and Constitution. The address was a stirring appeal for the 
preservation of the secular character of. our Constitution and 
public schools. 

At times the speaker grew animated, but ne"\ter abusive; crit
ical but fair, in dealing with his opponents. The address was 
listened to with marked attention, and frequently brought forth 
hearty applause from the auditors. 

After the address the work of organization was commenced. 
A constitution was adopted, but as it was growing late, an elec
tion of officers was postponed until the next meeting. 

BRIEP HISTORY OP THE WEEK. 

It is understood that the Southern Pacific Railroad Company 
will proceed at once to build new roads in the San Joaquin and 
Sacramento valleys in order to head off the encroachments of 
Eastern lines.--Those who know when they have had enough. 
say that no more rain is needed at present in California.--. 
Portland, Or., has a new ordinance under which the Salvation 
Army disturbances are to be repressed.--The San Francisco 
Mint is at present overloaded with bullion, 800 bars of silver 
having come in from Montana. The metal is piled up in the 
building in every direction, and the gold, in the language of the 
informant, is "heaped up on end, and we are about swamped 
for space." On account of this large accession of bullion from 
one source, in addition to the· usual deposits, six extra m en are 
required in the melting department, and the entire force is kept 
busy.--A case of reckless shooting in the streets by officers of 
the law occurred on the 6th. Police Detective Silvey and Agent 
Bennett of the Society for the Suppression of Vice fired seven 
shots after a fugitive forger on Sacramento street. One of the 
bullets passed through a window 'at which a young lady was 
standing, and others narrowly missed citizens on the crowded 
street. . 

A young man named Ostrom, who confesses to the embezzle
ment of $2200 of the Pioneer Press fund, is charged with firing 
the Minneapolis Tribune building in order to efface the evidence 
of his guilt. --Jefferson Davis was at one time secretary of war, 
but the war department at Washington will take no official notiCe 
of his death.--The police raided' a faith-cure establishment in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday and arrested three persons who had 
endangered the public health by going from a house infected 
with diphtheria and scarlet fever to a place of public meeting 
without taking the ordinary precautions to prevent the spread of 
the disease.--The women journalists of New York have or
ganized a woman's press club, with Mrs. Croly (Jennie June) as 
president.--The Knights of Labor and the Farmers' Alliance 
have formed a partnership.--O. F. Brannon, of Holyoke, Col., 
chairman of the Republican Central Committee, and a leading 
lawyer, became so enthusiastic over the news announcing the 
death of Jefferson Davis that he hoisted the Stars and Stripes at 
full mast over his office and kept it flying all day. Considerable 
comment was made upon his action.--The Rev. W. F .. Pettit 
was arrested at Columbus, 0., Dec. 7, charged with poisoning 
his w!fe. Pettit is the grand prelate of the Indiana commandery 
of Knights Templar.--Dover, N. H., has·recently experienced' 
a severe shock of earthquake.--Justus H. Rathbone, founder 
of the order of Knights of Pythias, died at Lima, 0., last Monday, 
aged 50. . 

Dom Pedro, the exiled emperor of Brazil, thinks that lately 
established republic will not be permanent, as the people of Bra
zil are not sufficiently educated for self-government.--The 
explorer Stanley is out of the woods· and is now at Zanzibar. 
Emin Pasha (Dr. Edward Sehnitzler), whom Stanley penetrated 
Africa to rescue, lias recentlv met with a severe fall which endan .. 
gered his life, but he may·recover.--TIoulanger, the French 
general, will visit America in the beginning of next .year and de. 
liver a course of lectures.--Henry Searle, champion oarsman 
of the world, died of typhoid fever at Adelaide, Aus., on the 9th• 
He was 23 years old. . ,. ! 
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THE TWO KNIGHTS. 

. In ancient days when valor marked the man, 
And prowess made him master of his clan; 
When might was right, and polished steel was law, 
A famous knight a wondrous vision saWl 
Returning from the tournament, he lay 
Upon the barren moor at close of day, 
His mighty lance, that chivalry defied, 
And all his glittering armor laid aside. 
He'seemed by nature formed to master men, 
Having the weight of two, the strength of ten. 
His battle ax, no other knight could swing, 
To him was light as sceptre of a king. 
He held the list, SE> great a knight was he, 
Against the pride and flower of chivalry. 
And oft the tide of battle to restrain, 

. Stalked, like the sickler, through the harvest grain. 
Falling asleep while musing on his fame, 
He dreamed a stronger Knight, unarmored, came, 
And with a slender rapier touched his breast, 
And startled, he the stranger thus addressed: 

"And who art thou-or knight, or page, or squire

That com'st to me in such a strange attire?" 

To which the stranger said: "Behold in me 

The Knighthood of the Nineteenth Century." 


" What mail hast thou beneath thy robes concealed. 
That makes thee bold? Thou hast no arms nor shield! 
Quaint knight, to challenge me thou dost presume 
With nothing knightly 'bout thee save thy plume; 
The weight of my huge sword would cleave in twain 
That casque of thine which barely sheds the rain; 
That rapier toy thou dost so deftly wear 
Will serve as bodkin for my lady fair; 
For since thou hast defied me on the road 
My lance shall spit thee as thou would'st a toad
If knight thou claim'st to be, pray tell me how, 

. Unarmed, thou dost maintain thy knightly vow

The oath of chivalry that poets sing:

'Defense of God, the ladies, and the king?' " 


"Defense of God," quoth he, "we ne'er pretend, 

Fti>r heaven itself can heaven itself defend. 

Protect the ladies? Yes! the precious elves, 

But, bless your soul, they can protect themselves. 

Although we're seldom charged with their defense, 

Pray do not think they're any less expense. 

And kings are luxuries, beyond a doubt, 

The world is learning fast to live without. 

Mankind to man refuse to bend the knee, 

And kings are only kings by courtesy. 

I represent"-at this his proud lip curled

"An age where mind, not muscle, rules the world." 

"Since thou hast challenged me unarmed, Knight, 

Use thou thy weapon; I unarmed will fight! 

But that thy boldness earns respect from me, 

With my mailed gauntlet I would chasten thee, 

Or, if inclined, clutching thee by thy frock, 

Dash out those brains upon the wayside rock 

Thou claimst as thy defense-and thou shouldst find 


-. 	 That muscle still is master over mind! 
I'll take thee 'neath my arm and squeeze thee there 
As one would playa bagpipe at a fair 

.	And thou shalt feel me piping at thy throat, 

And,swan.like, die with thy expiring note!" 


Replied the stranger: "~ir, you'd best reflect! 

Before we're done you'll speak with more respect I 

Before the title of Brave Knight you earned, 

A little caution, too, I ween you learned! 

While man is human he should never scorn; 

No man so great but greater may be born. 

The strongest nations, those most civilized 

With art~ destructive, reason hath devised. 

Although I am a vulnerable ghost, 

I fear you not, no matter how you boast,." 


At which the knight made at him, thus defied; 

Meanwhile the stranger nimbly stepped aside, 

Drawing his pistol as he turned around, 

Fired through the empty helmet on ths: ground. 

Amazed, the trembling knight, prostrate with fear, 

Gasped: "What infernal noise is this I hear? 

And art thou, sir, the devil in disguise? 

Is that the thing with which to civilize?" 


"1 am but ·m'ortal, sir; pray:have no fear

His majesty ne'er puts on knightly gear. 

This pistol, sir, the product of the mind, 


Unto one common level brings m'ankind. 

Be not amazed; 'tis but a common toy, 

And rates the giant with the cripple boy~ .. . . 

Look where the bullet pierced your helmet throu2h1 

'Tis well, Sir Knight, I did not shoot at you

Although the instr!lment is well designed 

To impress an argument upon the mind. 


. Here's dynamite-a modest powder brown
. That burrows earth and tears the mountains down! 

Sho'uld I the wonden; of the age explain, 
Your feeble mind would hardly bear the strain; 
It is enough, Sir Knight, for you to know 
True chivalry doth not in armor go. 
Who conquers others, oft much val<~r shows; , 
Who conquers self, subdues the greater foes. 
The fiercest wars are battles of the mind
Bring sweeter peace and leave less ills behind. 
If swords bring death far better that we brealc them, 
And help poor orphans rather than to make· them. 
'Twere far more valorous to wield the spade, 
For making widows is a sorry trade. 
They need no armor who in modern years 
Shed benefits instead of purple tears. 
Not he alone of great athletic might 
Or skill to use the sword may be a. knight. 
But every man who scorns oppression's ways, 
Loves country, home, and mother all his days; 
Who can be cautious, too, as well as brave, 
l\nd bear through life his honor to the grave
A life of purity, without pretense, . 
Of charity and sweet benevolence-
Twin virtues by which chivalry may find 
Man's greatest gleny is to bless mankind.
Though he's true knight in whom these virtues blend, 
He's truest knight who's truest to his friend; , 
For friendship-grandest boon to mortals !i:iven
Creates on earth a little bit of heaven." 

A while in wonder he the stranger scanned, 
Acknowledging defeat with proffered hand: 

"I'll be a modern knight henceforth, "said he, 
"For thou, defenseless knight, hath conquered me I 

I feel a power within that's greater than 

The sinewed might of any mortal manl 

No more shall my huge lance, on tented field, 

Strike down opposing knight too brave to yield. 

The foremost knight shall be the foremost man, 

And, chivalrous, turn Good Smaritan!" 


The archers o'er night's ramparts had be!i:un 

To shoot the golden arrows of the sun 

Before-the dreamer, waking, found that he 

Had wandered in some future century. 

He felt the soul within, beyond a doubt, 

Was greater than the mighty man without

The spirit, the aspiring mind, and heart 

Alone, were heaven's eternal counterpart; 

That prowess, after all, was empty name, 

And noble deeds the surest road to fame~ -Selected. 


WHAT GEORGE CHAINEY IS DOING. 

George Chainey, of America, the mildest visionary that ever 
saw visions and dreamt dreams, called upon me again the other 
day. He has a coffee~colored .face, and great black eyes like· a 
gazelle; and his kingdom is not of this world. He poses as' a 
Christ, and is the most unruffled sort of Christ imaginable. 
When reviled he revileth not again. He gets into no scrapes 
with Scribes or Pharisees,_ and is so far removed above 
human emotions and passions that he cares not a jot should some 

-Judas betray him every hour of the day. I do not think that; if 
he were being even crucified, he should make any fuss about the 
matter whatever. Such is the advantage or disadvantage of living 
in the clouds. J. 

Mr. George Chainey is engaged in producing a book to be 
called" Shusan"-not Susan, mark you, for George is now away 
a thousand miles over the heads of all mere Susans, although pop
ular report hath it that he was not always so. This Shusan of 

. his is the name of some old palace mentioned in the Bible,~nd. 
which, being translated, according to George, meaneth roses·· ~nd 
cat's whiskers. This book, George assures -me, is being- cQm
posed principally in his sleep. Whether revealed to him. py _the 

:L?rq, -Of quite theotherparty,hesaith not.. I haveto keep yery 
·wldeawake when.lam writing Dlybooks, such as they_~e; __but 
it is quite otherwise with George. It is revealed' to hin{ hi" his 
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sleep that the Bible" hal) an esoteric meaning never dreamt of by Banner," but that it was the property of the printing firm i~;/! 
Jehovah or the Holy Ghostwhenthey wrote it. But then Je whose office it was edited and whence it was issued weekly .. 
hovah and the Holy Ghosf are 'poor benighted creatures when , Under John Doe's active canvass the circulation of "The 
compared with George.---:-SALADIN, . in the London Agnostic 'Banner" extended rapidly, subscriptions and advertisements 
Journal.' . _. . .. " poured toward it in a pleasing stream, and for a time it looked 

as though H The Banner" would prove a phenomenal success. s. P. PUTNAM'S LECTURE APPOINTMENTS FOR DE About this time the country was thrown into a fever of political CEMBER 
excitement owing to the near approach of a presidential election, 
and the people, absorbed for the time being in the topics of the day, Hanford ••...... December 4, 5, 6· San piego .•.•.• ~ •Dece,~ber 22 

umoore. . . • . . ... ". 8 PerrIs .•..••....•• 23 were rather adverse to investigating the ideas advanced through 
Norwalk ....... ', It 12 Leon: ......... ~ •• 24 the medium of "The Banner," and the financial aspect. was 
Anaheim. . . . . . . ." t3 San Jacinto ......• " 26,27 rather clouded. The firm publishing the paper endeavored to 
Santa Ana...... .:" IS Los Angeles •....• 29 run it into the course of current politics, and failing in this, ow

ing to the active objection of that band of reformers which had 
THE CASE OP RICHARD nOB, "LA.BOR REPORMER." given the paper circulation and prominence, finally refused to 

publish it any longer. . . 
A SKETCH FROM REAL LIFE. This was a sad blow to Richard; all his hopes and aspirations 

CHAPTER II. were centered in the success of this publication, and with its ces-
After the conclusion of the meeting Richard introduced him- sation all his airy castles were dashed to the ground. However, 

self to John Doe, complimented him as a participant in a noble· his newly made friends came to his rescue. John Doe pro
work, and stated that he would publish a full report of the ineet- "cured the type and fixtures of a suspended publication at a small 
ing in his new journal which would appear in a few days. Hav- monthly rental; and with the assistance of his associates in a few 
ing tendered John Doe an invitation to call at his office, Richard hours secured several hundred dollars, with which he rented an 
left to prepare his plans to captivate the active interest of the office on one of the main thoroughfares of the city, and soon "The 
men he had met that evening. ' -Banner" flourished again with Richard Roe as editor. 

John Doe, however, paid no attention to Richard Roe's invi- The financial deficiencies of the paper were covered by a 
tation. The assertion that his "paper would be devoted to the co-operative stock company formed solely to give backing to the , 
interests of the laboring people and had come to stay" was stale publication, and, with the active assistance of many hands and 
to him. He knew of demagogues and self-seekers who had many minds, " The Banner" soon attracted widespread atten.ion. 
published papers before and had gained the confidence and sup- With the growth and influence of the paper the innate nature of 
port of the people by such promises, only to betray the cause Richard Roe asserted itself. Out of the realms of possibility his 
they professed to espouse and sell out to the highest bidder at imagination took flight, and from his fertile and rapidly working 
election times; and ina few moments Richard Roe disappeared brain schemes were evolved which startled the public and filled 
from his mind. his associates with dismay. The wild fancies of an opium eater 

Richard, however, kept his word. The first issue of the paper could not have appeared more grotesque than the propositions 
which was printed inuneat type and had a generally clean appear~ advanced by Richard Roe at the secret conclaves of the "Re
ance, contained a glowing account of the aforesaid meeting, and formers' Association," and finding himself opposed by cooler' 
a number of copies were forwarded to the address of John Doe, heads and more experienced counsel, he finally determined to 
who, favorably impressed, distributed them among his associates. carry out his schemes in the face of this well-meant opposition. 
Richard invited correspondence and articles on subjects these men Meantime the circulation of "The Banner," through the edi
were interested in, which, much to their surprise, were printed torial extravagances, began steadily to decline, and J ohil Doe, 
as regularly as they were forwarded. though facing tremendous odds for a time bravely, was finally 

Now the publication of a paper advocating the views of this compelled to return to his trade to make a living for his family. 
group of reformers had been under discussion for some time He had put two of the best years of his life into the support of 
previous, and the unsolicited support of this young stranger was this publication. It was true he had not much money, but such 
rather unexpected, and though a little dubious as to the final out- little as he possessed he had given freely. His wife, who pos

. Gome they went to work and extended the circulation of "The sessed a little property, had sold it, and put the proceeds into the 

Banner," as it shall be termed hereafter. paper; and money which she had secured from her parents to pay 


Richard Roe, little by little, insinuated himself into the confi- doctor and nurse bills during approaching confinement was used 
dence of the different members of the group who constituted the to pay printer's wages and press bills for "The Banner;" and 
controlling and organizing force of all the various branches of now after all these sacrifices he found the paper a failure. He 
industrial organizations in and about the great city, and soon was found that for some mysterious reason his friends and associates 

,initiate.d int<? their secret councils .. He was shortly able to grasp were falling away from him. With the soles of his shoes worn 
. the object aImed at and became a champion of the cause of the to a wafer, his wife's and his own wardrobe worn out during the 

oppressed. One day he complained that his paper did not re- past two years; with 15 cents in his pocket, hundreds· of dollars 
cei~e the financial support he had expected, and he was afraid in debt, several months' rent in arrears, not a bite to eat in the 

"that from lack of means he would soon have to suspend publica- house, not a pound of coal to warm his sick little baby and his 
; .lion. This threatening calamity was looked upon as a severe brave, patient wife with, he left the .office one January day to 
.. b,lQW to the cause, which was advancing at that moment quite face the world anew. But John had not yet drained the bitter 
: favorably, and after a. consultation with his friends, John Doe, cup of experience completely; he was destined to learn something 
.who had become an enthusiastic admirer and a warm champion of the dark side of human nature from a quarter he least ex- . 

; of" The Banner," packed his working tools together, left his oc- pected it. Richard Roe, fearin·g to lose the support of John's 
cupation where, as an intelligent mechanic, he had earned a good associates as well as he lost John's immediate co-operation, had 

"and steady competency, and embarked upon the very uncertain for some time thrown out suspicious hints regarding John Doe's 
venture of extending the circulation of" The Banner." honesty, which accounted for the strange deportmel,lt of John'S 

Coming in closer contact with Richard Roe, John found him friends toward their associate. Shortly after, when John had 
in needy "circ;umstances, though struggling to keep up appear- left the city for a few days, Richard Roe grew bolder.and openly 

.. ~nces. Finding Richard's wardrobe extremely depleted, Jqhn, charged John Doe with embezzlement of the funds of the 

. through the medium of one of his tailor qssociates, had Richard publishing company, to the amount of over one hundred dollars. 
:.,:fiUed out· in a new suit of clothes. . Finding on another occasion John, on his return, hearing of these reports, demanded an in· 
:·)Qeh.o~s~in·wh~ch ~ichard lived cold, without fuel, or money vestigation of the accounts of the company, which, by the way, 
,.t(y.b.uy l~, John ~ent' hIm· a ton of coal and brought warmth and had been kept during a year or more by Richaidhimself or a 
·;·che~r-t()tpe" premises": John ""als(f found that Richard had'no member of his family. The committee appointed t9 investigate 
~-persorialfinancial interest in the stock and fixtures of c~ The these books, at a subsequent meeting reported that" 'rtIe Banner 
" J. ,. f;. .... " :" .' ~ ~ .,. . . . . 
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Publishing Company" was indebted to John Doe to an amount 
of several hundred dollars, thus completely vindicating ,him. 
Notwithstanding this honorable vindication, Richard Roe Con
tinued, with inconceivable malice and a strange perversion of hu
man nature, to tell this infamous falsehood' in ,an exaggerated 
form as years rolled on, even when he could derive no possible 

. benefit from stating it. 

CHA PTER III. 


After John Doe's retirement, "The Banner" was reduced 
,Jrom a weekly to a monthly publication in magazine form, in 
'which Richard Roe made extnivaganfpromises that of course 
were not kept, and after a few issues" finally suspended altogether. 
The members who constituted, the "Reformers' Association," 
th'oronghly disgusted with. Richard's wild and extravagant 
schemes, one by one resigned, and one by one Richard would 

: fill their· places with newly made friends. In council with his 
,old associates, Richard had taken a pledge with all other mem

. bers of the association that, in case of death or resignation, .no 
, new mem bers should be added to the central council of the" Re
formers' Association" without the unanimous consent of all the 
other members, active or 'retired, and that in case the number 
in the central council should fall below a certain point, the asso
ciation should disband and the name be discontinued; thus .ex
pressly providing against the, possible perversion of the aims and 

" ol?jects of the association, which were purely educational in their 
scope, by the introduction of untrained minds. Furthermore, 
the members had become suspicious of Richard Roe, who had 
on several occasions advanced propositions at the council meet
ings which, if carried out in earnest, wou1d have resulted in the 

'violation of the law and the destruction of both private and pub
lic property and would have resulted in swift punishment of the 
perpetrators by.an indignant public, and an indefinite postpone
ment of the aims and objects sought for by the association. 

As before stated, after the retirement of the majority of the older 
members of the association, ,Richard Roe, who had been secre
tary and still retained possession of the books, in violation of his 
pledge, filled the places with men of his own choice, and con

'tinuing the name of the association carried on the affairs with a 
high hand. The association had num erous branches extending 
along the coast, and members' fees and contributions to push the 
work of reform or " propaganda" (Richard's favorite word) flowed 
constantly toward the secretary,a proper account of which was never 
rendered. Soon rumors' of the existence of a dangerous society 
,began to agitate the press of the city, and stories of plots against 
life and property became circulated. Dark hints were given as 
to the ringleaders of the society, and all indications pointed to 
Richard Roe as the head and front. One morning the com
munity was startled through the announcement of the public 
press that a dangerous plot had been discovered to blow up cer
tain portions of the city with a, high explosive, and a number of 

. arrests had been made. The men arrested were well known by 
some of the old reformers to have intimate association with 

, Richard Roe in his new schemes, yet, strange to state, Richard 
was never publicly implicated with the affair, though the men 
arrested were tried and condemned to imprisonment. Strange 
stories of schemes connected with Richard's name, and of which 

, those who knew him intimately believed him fully capable, cir
, culated freely, but Richard, with a daring stroke of generalship, 

stepped out from the vail of secrecy, and, improvising a conven
tion of so-called trades representatives, gave himself a standing 
in the reorganization of the trades guilds council which had fallen 
somewhat into oblivion for a few years. 

He proved himself to be a successful organizer, and with a 
a band of devoted followers soon gained prominence and dis
tinction in this new venture. However, his power was of short du

: ration, and the solid, plain sense of the trades people soon forced 
, him out of the council cham ber. Meantime he had reached out' 

in other directions. A wave of co-operative experiment had 
swept over the country; and reformers everywhere joined hands 
to start co-operative colonies. Hundreds of men and women 
left their homes to join kindred minds, at distant points, in co-op
erative efforts, and Richard Roe was not slow in taking advantage 
of this new movement. He soon located a colony, which he ad
vertised extensively, and in glowing, seductive word-pictures, ap

pealing to' the 'emolioh~rha:ttlie 'of men and women, shortly dre"v 
together a nucleus to start a colony with. Money flowed' in 
readi1y';"mei{ in shop and fact,ory parted with their hard earnings 
t6 buy-a shil'rEHh· this new· enterprise; men aged in years who 
bore the traces of many 3:, hard-fought battle for the enlighten
ment and elevatiofl: o( :Il1;1nki#d,meri fmgal to an extremity, in 
their personal habits, offered. '. up their hard and slowly saved 
earnings on the altar of co-operative effort, only to find after !1 
while that"they were losing both their rights ,and interest. in 
,.RichardRoe's co-operative colony. Internal dissensions. broke 
out, and Richard, in league with a few crafty followers, soon ha,d 
the best and foremost, J?len outside of the pale of the colony, 
,through devices of which only a man versed in the methods of 
legal craftiness, and of the calibre of. Richard Roe, was capable. 

Certain events transpiring in the country where Richard dwelt 
struck a deathblow at secret s09ieties of a revolutionary character, 
and the advocates of industrial and social reform concluded that 
truth had better be told to the world in the broad open light o( 
the day; let the' consequences to the individual for .telling it be 
-faced bravely.. Of course individuals of the character of Richard 
Roe could not flourish long under these changed conditions. 
The transparent impracticability of all his ill-digested proposi
tions made his leadership impossible, and he was on the eve of 
falling into oblivion, when suddenly a brilliant star on the horizon 
of industrial and social' reform brought ne"v light and hope to 
despondent souls and rallied the reformers of all shades and 
opinions to bathe in its luminous rays. . .

A'" wonderful book" had outlined a perfect system of indus
trial co-operation,' had shown a clearer way to a civilization which 
had long been the dream of the poets, the desire of philosophers. 
and the hope of the multitude. To carry out the plans laid 
down in this book, associations sprung up like the flowers in 
springtime. " Everybody who had any heart for the welfare of 
his fellow-men became an enthusiastic worker. And Richard, 
gaining new life with the general rejoiCing, at once constituted 
himself, anew a leader. But the days of born bast were gone; 
good, earnest, and sincere workers were wanted; honesty and 
sincerity and unselfish devotion were needed in a time like this, 
and Richard, finding suspicion thrown upon him on account of 
his previous career, soon joined the ranks of the deservedly 
forgotten. ' . , 

, I have thus outlined a cltaracte~ unique amfmg men; an indi
vidual who, possessed of certain personal habits which would 
make sensitive persons shrink from him, yet had a magnetic at
traction that few for a time could resist. As an orator he would 
raise his audience to the highest pitch of excitement, and by the 
very force of his apparent earnestness he had many devoted fol
lowers. And though it was impossible to bind any really thouO'hi
ful person to him for any length of time, yet he was always ~ble 
to replace the loss of ,an old friend by the advent of a new one . 
~e was a man, too, who, notwith~tanding his many bad qualities, 
dId some good and lasting work, and many a trades guild owed 
its existence to his splendid organizing talent. 'His main force 
lay.in appealing to the sympathies of the people before him, and 
posmg as a martyr to the cause he espoused; and he would 
shrink from no falsehood whatever to accomplish his objects, to 
make a living without hard labor, and gain prominence among 
his feHows. Thus he never blushed in stating that he had sunk 
$10,000 of his own private fortune in the publication' of "The 
Banner," when in fact he was a penniless outcast from old asso
ciationsat the time he entered on its publication. 

I have given this sketch to show how brilliant parasites'fasten 
themselves upon associations and do the progress of reform 
movements incalculable injury .. If it will convey a lesson I have 
accomplished my object. C. F. BURGMAN.' 

(C The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. Price, . Z 5 cents. ' , , ' . 

, J';1dge M~uire's." I~eland and. the Pope," ahistory of ,papal 
IntrIgues agamst In~h lIberty. PrIce, 50 cents. ' , , 

, Taylor'~ "Diegesis," by the Rev. Robert Taylor. A discovery 
of the Origin, Evidences, and early history of Christianity. ,,·$z•. '; 
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I~ MEDIUMSHIP CRIMINAL AND FRAUDULENT '1 

; . !he-Spiritual Instruct?r, p~blished monthly at Grand Rapids, 
MIch.; by· Walter E. ReId, brmgs information of the fact that its 
editor has been indicted by a grand jury of the United States 
court on the ground that· in proposing to get communications 
fro~ the spirit. world in ~nswer to ~ealed letters he was offending 
agamst the mall laws whIch make It unlawful to use the mails in 

· any scheme to defraud. The Spiritualists of Grand Rapids have 
appointed a Defense Committee to invite means to make a good 
defense, for this committee announces that "Spiritualism and 

· ~~diumship are. cin trial," and they regard it as a species of, re
ligIOUS 'persecutIOn, or' an attempt of the dominant orthodox 
church creeds, now represented largely in the highest offices of 
the United States, to crush the faith and practices of a minor re
ligion, The secretary and treasurer of this committee is Mr. L. 
H. Austin, 3 I Huron street, Grand· Rapids, to whom we have 

· already sent our contribution to help pay attorney's fees, wit
'neses' expenses, etc., not because we have any care for Spirit

llalism or any use for mediumship, but because we have already 
. seen too much abuse of Comstockian mail laws, and because we 
fully endorse the resolution of the last' congress of the American 
Secular Union, to wit:. . 

Resolved. That we strenuously oppose the perversion of the state's 
penal laws by tyrannical and bigoted officials belonging to dominant re
ligious sects, to destroy their critics and religious opponents as such 
action is conspicuously illustrated in the prosecutions directed· against 

_Messrs. Harman & Walker, of Valley Falls, Kan., and W. E.Reid, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich.-that both these cases bear evidence of being the 
res?lts of p~rson~l animosities and contemptible religious antipathies, 
whIch make It a dIsgrace for the state to lend its powers to the use of the 
church. . 

The attorneyfor the defense has already made an ineffectual 
attempt to have the indictment quashed on the ground that the 
indictment charges the defendant with acts which are necessary 
for the exercise and enjoyment of his religious belief, that no 
trial can be had without making the truth or falsity of Spiritual
ism material to the issue, and that this sort of interfer.ence with 
religious beliefs and functions is unconstitutional. In sustaining 
the indictment and holding Reid for trial the judge admitted 
that if "respondent believed he could do what he said he could, 
he was innocent; but if he practiced the device knowing it to be 
fraudulent, then he was gU.ilty," and this delicate point the judge 
proposes to leave for the decision of a jury. The trial is set 
down for Nov. 22. Of this case the New York World, demo
cratic, has said, "We are inclined to agree with Dr. Reid in his 
opinion that individual liberty has been attacked in his person." 
Those who accept this view, and who stand ready to take offense 
at. the first invasio~s . of liberty, w~:)Uld do well to keep track of 
this case by subscnbmg to pro ReId's paper, and exhibit the ex
tent of their yearning love of liberty by subscribing to the de
fense fund. . 

From the standpoint of physiology and psychology there is 
much of interest in' the subject of" mediumship" which we can
not here present further than to say that" double consciousness" 
is now recognized, or states in which verily the right hand 
knoweth not what the left hand doeth, arid one hand ·may write 
unknown to the predominant consciousness of the individua1. 
The subject has been considerably explained in recent numbers 
of a radical, scientific weekly of Chicago, The Open Court, and 
we have no doubt that the expounder of such curious phases of 
activity of the human brain could readily show that many a per
ron might, on scientifically understood grounds, believe himself 
possessed of "mediumistic powers." The United States govern
·ment not long ago exhibited its barbarous lack of scientific ad
vancement by executirig on the gallows a man better fitted for a 
lunatic asylum; and it may appear in this case that the govern
ment is committing. a medico-legal blunder by trying as a crim
inal a man with a freak-brain, perhaps unusually endowed, possi
bly warped; but knowing, as we do, that the prosecution is the 
outcome of petty jealousies and quar~els among the Spiritualists 
themselves on the one hand, and the old spirit of religious per
secution and intolerance on the other; it· looks as though the 
court of Uncle Sam were being debased to the promotion of 
undignified as well as unconstitutional purposes.-Health 
Monthly•. 

JUI:?ICIAL OATHS. 

I. 

A judicial oath may be defined as a solemn promise to tell the 

truth, made in judicial proceedings, and punishable with the 

pains and penalties of' perjury. . 


Burrill (2 Law Dictionary, p. 163) says: cc An oath, considered 

with reference to its words, consists of two parts: A declaration 

ofwl1at the party will do, or a declaration in reference to what 

he has done; and an appeal to the deity by· way of attestatio~ or 

confirmation of it; the latter being expressed by the concluding 

clause, 'So help you. God,' or 'So help me, God l' In this appeal 

the force and essence of the oath consists." . . 


He considered the words, "So help me, God 1" of the essence 
of the oath ; and according to his views an oath which omitted 
this form was not an invocation to God to attest the truth of the 
testimony of the witness. 
. Michaelis, a writer of the seventeenth century. says: "An oath 
IS an appeal to God as a surety, and a punisher of perjury: which 
appeal as he has accepted, he of course becomes· bound to vin
dicate upon a perjured person irremissibly. Were not God to 
take upon himself to guaranty oaths, an appeal to him in sweat
ing would be foolish and sinful." 

An oath, then, where the swearer does not appeal to God 
where he has no faith in his power to guaranty the truth ofth~ 
testimony, is un:easonable, and ~erive~ its force only from hu
man laws. - Pnor to the date MIchaelIs wrote, the church had 
its own co,;uts, claimed juri~diction of ~~e morals of the people 
and of p~rJury, to the exclUSIOn of the CIVIl power; and its priest
hood claImed to represent the deity and curse in his name all 
who offended the church or profaned its ceremonies. They made. 
the oath an appeal.to. God, and made its administration imposing 
and solemn by relIgIOUS ceremonies. Michaelis's definition is 
based on the canons of the church. 

Starkie (Starkie on Evidence, 80) says: "A judicial oath may 
be defined to be a solemn invocation of the v{;ngeance of the 
deity upon the witness if he does not declare the whole truth as 
far as he knows it." This is in accordance with ecclesiastical 
ideas. 

Bouvier (3 Institutes, 443) defines ~n oath to be "a declaration 
or promise made according to law, before a competent authority 
to tell the truth; or it is the act of one who, when lawfully re: 
quir~? to t~ll the tr.u~h, takes God to witness that what he says is 
true. ThIS recogmzes the secular oath, and the ecclesiastica I 
?ath; or, as stated by some writers, the promissory oath, and the 

. Imprecatory oath.. He ~dds: "I~ an oath two things may be 
observed, (I) An mvocatIOn by whIch we take as witness the God 
of Truth .who ~nows all thi~gs; and (z) the im precation by which 
we as~ hIm ~s.Jus~ and almIghty t? avenge o.ur perjury." 

ThIS defimtIon IS based on the Idea of a dIrect miraculous in
terposition. of God.. It may be called the Christian theory of the 
oath. ThIS theory, that God takes note of every witness and is 
ready to strike. him downw~th vengeance if he swears falsely; has 
not. been unIversally receIved by mankind, nor by civilized 
nations who had made progress in the arts, sciences, and philos
ophy. 

In China, about 1000 B.C., judges were instructed in criminal 
ca~es, u Say ~ot that h~aven is unjust-it is man that brings these 
evIls upon hImself. If It were not that heaven inflicts these severe 
punishments the world would be ungoverned." In strict com
pliance with this philosophy, * in the modern jurisprudence of 
China, there is no allusion to any evidence save that of facts sub
stantiated by witnesses, and even oaths are neither required nor 
admitted in judicial proceedings.t . 

H Dr. S. Wells Williams says that in the consular courts of China 
no effort is J?-ade to ~xact an oat?, but the witne~es are simply 
warned that If they gIve false testImony they are lIable to punish
ment for lying. 

"To settle a dispute among themselves they often resort to' a 
temple wherein there is one of their national gods and cut off a 
cock's head, smash a plate or make some other sign, as a token 

*"Virtue in its grandest aspect is neither~ more nor less than following 
reason."-Lao Tsze, st:venth century B.C. . 

tStanton's Penal Code of China, p. 364. . . 
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-'of what they wish to happento themselves in case they do not do 
what is promised, or are guilty of the charge. This cannot be 
done in their own courts where there are no idols. . . .. The 
'witnesses in a native court, in general, give as fair an account of a 
transaction as they give in their common intercourse with each 
other. By experience they have learned tnat, in order to get 
along in life, a certain amount of 'truth is necessary. Few or 
none of them expect that an invocation, or an oath, to or before 
an idol, would have much weight or carry a conviction to make 
a man speak the truth, when otherwise he would lie. The cere
mony of killing a cock is rather an imprecation of like punish
ment to himself than a call on a spiritual bein~ who knows the 
heart, and whom he fears, to attest the truth of what he says. 
Consequently, such ceremonies are not gener~l, for they do not 
carry much weight. The e~:perience of consular courts in China 
is favorable to the general credibility of the testimony."* 

The Hellenic nations outgrew the superstition which recog
nized the ordeal as the proper mode of determining the truth, 
and upon the principle that a miracle would not be wrought to 
attest the truth, they did not require an imprecatory oath; and 
where the person te3tifying was a man ofgood character, the judges 
had the power to dispense with the oath. This was done in the 
case of Zenocrates.t 

The Essenes, like the Greeks, held that men pure in character 
; need not be sworn, and regarded the direction of Christ, "Swear 
; not at all," as absolute law. John the Baptist and Christ himself 

are believed to have belonged to this sect of the Jews, and this 
, text is doubtless derived from the" Sabcean Book of the Law," 

\vhich was written before the time of Christ, and says, "Adhere so 
":firmly to the truth that your Yea shall be yea, and your Nay, 
" nay."! 

Numa is said to have established among the Romans as their 
most binding pledge of truth an oath by the goddess Fides. An 
ancient form of the oath is, "I promise," or "I speak the truth 
from the thoughts of my heart"-"from my consciellce"-a 
purely promissory oath. 

The history of the actual practice of the Roman courts is frag
mentary so far as relates to the period prior to the formation of 
the codes under the empire. The Twelve Tables contained the 
oldest part of the Roman criminal law. Fragments only remain. 
The Eighth Table, as reconstructed by Ortolan, provides: 

"XXII. Any person who having been a witness in any busi
ness or contract afterwards refuses to give his evidence, becomes 
infamous and incapable of making a will. . 

" XXIII. Whoever gives false evidence must be thrown from 
the Tarpeian rock." 

These provisions show that great stress was laid upon truthful
ness, that refusing to testify or falsely testifying were among the 
gravest ofcrimes. Truth was essential-not the form of swear
ing. The penalty was not in the next world, but the brand of 
infamy or swift death in this life. As, however, the courts regu
lated their own practice and created their own law, the mode of 
examining witnesses was within their own control. Their decis
ions, legislative enactments, and the decrees of the emperors, 
produced a body of law afterwards codified in the Theodosian 
code and the Pandects. The text of these prior laws has not 
been fully preserved. ' 

The Digest, or Pandects, is not a complete collection of the 
decisions, speculations, and transformations of the Roman law, 
but a collection and, attempt to harmonize the conclusions that 
continued to be authoritative towards the middle of the sixth 
century, when Christian influence molded the principles of juris
prudence and the practice of the courts. Christian councils had 
then fixed the canon of the Old and New Testaments, and de
fined the creed of the church. Heresies were defined, and 
heretics compelled to recant or die. The miraculous, the super
natural in religion, was sustained by the sword of the Christian 
emperors as the true faith of the church, and there is no doubt 
that the treasures of law perished in the same flames that swept 
away pagan literature and the heretical works of the early Chris
tian writers.-( To be, Conft"nued.) W. S. BUSH. 

·Central Law Journal, 576. 

tTyler on Oaths, 34, £17. 

tConway's Sacred Anthology, p. 7. 


TO THE LIBERALS OP CALIFORNIA. 

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state; 
of the American Republic founded up3n the Declaration of In
dependence; of equal rights and impartial liberiy, are cordially 
invited to meet in Convention at S.m Francisco on Saturday. and 
Sunday, January 25 and 26, 1890, at Union Square Hall, 421 

Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon 
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and .. preparing meas
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in the 
state of California, and throughout the nation. 

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of 
CJ.lifornia, and which demands, on thair put, persistent and 
united action, is the Sabbath question. "At a recent meeting of 
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resoJved 
to proceed at once with a, vigorous and well-directed campaign 
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper 
position." This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party_ 
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla .. 
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people 
to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened 
public opinion, to guard against the passlge of any laws by the 
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath 

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at 
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed 
as members of the Convention if they so desire. ,. 

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief 
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and 
solely for human rights irre3pective of creeds, and it expects the 
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non· 
belief. SA;,)1VEL P. PUTN.nI, President, 

RANFORD WORTHING, 1 EMIL S. LEItDIE, Secretary, 
W. F. FREEMAN, A. H. SCHOU, Treasurer, 

PHILIP COWEN,' J. W; NORTH, First Vice-President. 

·WM. SCHROEDER, 

W. S. RODGERS, tExecutive Committee. 

JOHN ROBINETT, j

MRS. KATE PARKER,
J. E. CLARK, 
L. MAGENHEDIER, 

CATHOLIC TOLERANCE. 

From Point Pleasant, West Va., comes this interesting story of 
the barriers which the Catholic church puts up between its chil
dren and their free affections: "Miss Minnie Offenheimer. the 
beautiful daughter of a wealthy Catholic citizen of Ma£on City, 
fell in love with l\Ir. Ed Shoemaker, a young Protestant businets 
man. They became engaged. Miss Offenheimer's parents ob
jected to Shoemaker's religion. She refused to give him up, and 
her parents locked her in her room, where she was half starved 
and cruelly beaten every day for weeks. Neighbors heard her 
cries and finally interfered, only to find that the girl's sufferings 
had dri\'en her insane." \Ve suppose the mother church will 
console the parents of Miss Offen!1eimer with the assurance that 
it is better that their daughter should have been driven insane 
through their harsh treatment than that she should be the hon
ored wife of a Protestant. And ret Catholics complain of the 
intolerant spirit of the Protestant majority in the United States. 
America. 

PROFESSOR SEYlIIOUR, just in from the Trail, had a full house 
last Sunday evening to hear his famous lecture, " Love and Mar
riage; or Nature's Method of Doing Things." The sham Mor
mon wedding at the end of the lecture took the house down for 
its novelty. Next Sunday evening at 909~ Market street, at 8, 
Mr. Seymour will speak on the redemption of the race, by scien
tific mating of the sexes and hereditary law. Admission free; also 
clairvoyant and psychometric readings of character, giving inci
dents in the past and future of persons in the audience. This is 
said to be very interesting and amusing; also the same during 
the week at 841 Market street, room 22. Call and see him. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 
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He Had Been a Teacher. 
Snooper-Have you ever paid ~chool 

'tax? 
Simeral-No, but I have sat on them. 

"YES, I have sub3cribed for your paper 
now nigh on two years, but I'm a-goin' to 
quit." I'I'm sorry, Mr. Plowfield. \Vhat 
is the matter?" "Wal, I don't want nuthin' 
but what is fust-class. I've knowed all 
'long that your paper wasn't no great 
shucks, but I 'allers supposed you consid
ered it somethin' putty good, an' now here 
you hev come right out and printed it, 
IEntered at the Postoffice as Second-Class 
Matter.' You can't put no second-class 

. truck off on me." 

THE WEEKLY STAR, 

THE PEOPLE'S PAPER! 

Per Year ....................... $1.50 
Six Months.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 
Three Months.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 

EDITED BY 
F. B. PERKINS, JAS. H. BARRY. 

OFFICE: 
429 Montgomery st" San Francisco._ 

PUTNAM'S "W"ORKS. 

The New God. IOC. The New God was madt. 
by an a:rtist hand, guided by a poet soul. It is 
as perfect as sculpture. The creator makes 
his "god" in his OWD image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life.-L. K. 
Washburn. , 

Golden Throne. A romance. Price, $1 00. 
"The author certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words, the transcript of a manly mind. Every 
Liberal should read 'Golden Throne.' "-Rob
erl G. Ingersoll. 

Waifs and Wanderings. A new American story. 
Paper, 50 cen~s; cl?th,.fl. 00. "A prose epic 
of the war; nch 'tilth mCldent and dramatic 
power; breezy from first page to last with 
the livn~ spirit oC to-day."-J'ohn SwilltOIZ'S
Pu-. ,.. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand? And other Ag. 
nostic Poems. Price, 10 cents. "Mr. Put
nam is a vigorous poet. His poetry rings like 
a bell, and stirs the reader like a trumpet." 
-Bulgariut. 0 

Adami and Heva. Price, 10 cents. rcA mag
nificent Agnostic poem, descriptive of the ever 
novel and ever mysterious legend of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden oC Eden. The story is told 
with a wealth of imagination, a beauty of dic
tion, and purity of thought which rank Mr. 
Putnam as a genuine poet. "-Tlu Univlru, 
San Francisco. 

Tbe Problem of the Universe, and Its Scien
tific Solution. Price, 20 cents. "As a philo
sophical writer Mr. Putnam is always a suc
cess, and we delight to read him. His easy 
style and poetic expression make his produc
tions very attractive."-Dr. Fotlle's Healilt 
Monlhly. (II 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A Poem. PIice, 10 cents. 
"Written in a rather familiar style, but the 
sentiment is quite good, liberal, and sensible, 
and witty without being coarse. On the whole, 
it is a very clever dream, and very pleasantly 
related. Q It is well worth reading."-Botilln 
Inrust~at(1r. 

I 
JUST PUBLISHED. .JUST PUBLISHED. 

THE GLO~Y.-
~ OF IQFIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. ."; 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of' the ablest defenses of Freethought' to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was" The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK., 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture';of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENT .- 

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cal. 

INGERSOLL'S "W"ORKs. WM. W. NOBLE,The Gods. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. In five 

lectures, comprising: "The Gods," "Hum

boldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individuality," 
 Merchant Tailor! 
and "Heretics and Heresies." 

7222 STOOKTON ST.The Ghosts. Paper, So cents; cloth, $1.25. 
ContAnts: "The Ghosts," "Liberty for Man, Bet. Pacific and BroatIway.

Woman, and Child," "The Declaration of In

dependence," "About Farming in Illinois," 
 DRESe SUI'rS A SPECIALTY. 

Kearny antI Montgomery st. Cars pass by. 
~lark," "The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and "A Tribute to Eben C. Inger
soll." 

"1 he Grant Banquet," "The Rev. Alexander 

The Open Court. 
Some Mistakes of ~Mose8. Paper, So cents; AWeeklyJournal of Reverent Freethought.cloth, 'I 25•• 	 «I 

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 
cloth, $1 25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, So cents; plain 
Ethics, and Religion. 

Subscription/or twdve montlls, $2,00.What Must We Do to be Saved'? Paper, 25 
ceflts. 	 • --Specimen Copies free on application.-

The Christian Religion. By R. G. Ingersoll, THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO.,Judge Jeremiah S. Black and Prof. George F. 
16g-175 LIJ Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

P. O. DrawAr F. 
Orthodoxy. 	 56 pages, 12mo., paper, 10 ceDts. 
'I per dozen, postpaid. T 

Ingersoll Cateohised: His-~nswers to a Num- HE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

ber of Vital Questions Propounded by the edi. Faith or Agnosticism. 

tor of the San Franciumz. 5 cents, So cents A series of articles 

per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3... j --from-

Vindication of Thomas Paine from the attacks The North American Review 
of the New York Obuyver. By Robert G --by--
Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. • REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOI.L. 

A Lay Sermon, On the Labor Question. Price, 

5 cents. 
 The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. Large size Hon. W.E. Gladston:e. .' ,octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

Ingersoll's bctures Complete. Bound in one Price So ce~ts. Sold by l-utnam '& Macdon~_ 
volume, containing over 1,300 pages. '5. IaId, 504 Kearny .;t., San Francisco, California. 
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WATCHFU.L WATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


··WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL .GOING; WARRANTED; WATCHES ANDWATCH.WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and ,price .. •All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has been established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEl\1-WINDERS:~Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; IS jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $15~50, and ·1h9.50. Iri 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In bl!st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do.,"adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 "extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2. additional.. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latte~ are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of oth.ers ! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3·ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). Inopen-face,dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., ~uis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

"LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-Allhunting, ·stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
. $20, $26; 14·karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 

embossed cases, set .with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
c.ent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35, for $25: 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. S~nt subject to approval, and cash refunded ifnot strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3·4° 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

6 Rogers Bros' best triple.plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks. 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 


returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETTSTEI N, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGIIT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANT TO K ow 
AU /lbou( tM hum4n bodSf,inM4Uhcmddueau., nature', crmnwaW. 
H010 Life if ~U4Ud,/~m4~ined.,d"eoadnduC('d..d.eMhdd4-1(ed. 
Hoto to mmT.If Sfemr oten maU. em" traftnA(ttN4lth ollwaUA to poItmtSfl 
Bead the t1W4o' popui.ar, eomprUWnn" and UI~ boo~ tre4ffng OF 

MEDl CAL, SOCLtL A1t'D SEXUAL SClENCE. 
which Dr. Enc10n cleclares to be .. pnceless In value, n • Btartllng
and very Ins1rucUve.' Tbe lateEt eQ1Uon Is more complete and val
uable than ever, having been re'WTl1ten in Important puts. It con. 
ta1ns AN Al'l'DDLX ot great pl'IlcUcai utility made up of 

OVER 200 PBE8(')lJPTlON REaPE8 
., r & t " III I'dua _ to &clUlta • " • 
a c' mill! te 01 pOl DB an4 dote (1l'Om eM autbor· 
111 ta), Ulastnted dlree&io ror the dro (prepared 
ror Health BoardJa), and hyg:\enlc rule for re or In1an: ; alSo 

ORIGIN OF I.IPE A.ND D LOPMENT 
tnclng tbe embryo from conceptton, through all 

lIhutrate y Over 2 cnoUful {)olored LI ~ 
on tine plate paper. "ncb as are to be found only to hlgh prtced, 1m· 
ported medical worl\:s; nnd to Illustrate the anatomy, and relaUve 
posltlona Qf important pa eacb book Is alao embe1l1shed ....Uh 

.d,l,l_ TBBE~EI.FAiU " -'1'rn OliO TSofYITA.LOIlGAN •
Circulars Fret. .au.we3S 1I1U'1'81 BID PubUalWlg Co•• 12 , 28~ 8&', N. I. 

Men, Women, and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 
.U.lngt!r:.oll.. Price, So tents. Developmen.t of the Canon. By Bron&Ou C.

Keeler. Pnce, So cents, 

NEW BOOKS." 
Any of the following works may be ordered 

through this office, and will be sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. . 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr.P'lul Canl~. Price, $1.00. 

"The book is of [Jlost excellent spirit and great·
ability."-Public Ojitzion. . 
. •• Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand 

unites the rival theories of the Idealists and Real
ists."-Watts·s Literary Guide. . 
• "Dr. Carus expounds the 'princi~les of Monism" 
ID a most able manner, and with so httle technical
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure. "-Secultlr Thought, Toronte. " 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICR"Q~(lR.GANISMS. 

A Study in Experirnpntal Psychology. By Alfred ' 
Binet. Price, 75 cents. . 

"The essays constitute a powerful and masterly 
~~~~e~~:~oTr~.Z~!~.supported by observed facts." . 

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By F. Max 
lJfiiller. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a liCe-long ' 
labor in the study of the Science of Language"
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. • 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price 

15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel: 
opment of the idea of God in human thought and 
history. 

"An effort to purify our idea of God."-Li/~-
I"ary World, London. . . . 

"The writer defines God as II The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with much 
solid argument."- Watts's Literary Guide,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be

tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
10 cents. 

" In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
c~ear the atmosp~ere of the_ clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mind."-Ellte N~1-Us, Chicago. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGAL.LY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICIAN. and 
the . m('st 8uc~essful (in his 
spcc~alty) as hIS 1.ractiNl will 
surely prove. The Doctor 
treats all tholle peculiar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men slIch as seminal 
wea~ness. im~otency, &:c., re
~UJtlDg trom IDdescrct:ou and 
Ignor.ance of youth. 1'hose who 
are IUlmg should send ten (10
cents for ~!S book, .• Private 
Counsellor, setting furth an 
external Application-

A POSI'J.'IVE UUHE 

. The. book is worth many
tImes Its cost, and should be 
read by the young for instruc
tion and the amicted for reliet. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential 
Plain Envelope~ used. The book spoken of sent B~aled 

~ddress, DR. U. P . F~LLO'Y~, VINELAND, NEW JERSEY' 
t:;ay where you saw tWs Advertisement. 

[From th~ WasWniton National View.) 
n~. Felluws. of VlD~land, New Jersey offers his valuable 

se~vlces to ~l! thos~.ln ~leed of a. kind, sympathetic and 
sklllf~l. pbysician. ~lIl11har a?vertisements from unreliable 
practltlOuers have been assailed and exposed by the pr 
~ut, . Dr. FelI<?wlI. a specialist. in hiS line, stands foreme:;, 
1Il hi!, profeSSIOn. and. the ,!ncomiums showered uoon him 
pubh~ly as we!l .as In pnmte, are J!attering evidences of 
the high appreciatIOn and confidence his long and cons . 
tious devo.tion to his specialties in his profession ha clen
justly mented for him. and it is safe to tnISt WIll.. ve 10 

A Testinlollial. 
WEST LJ~ERTY, 0., Aug. ]2, ]888 

. DR.~. P; FELLOWS-Dear SIr: The remedy JOu sint 
!8 worklDg like a charm. 1 am completely surprise the wa 
It acts UJlon the organs. ~ave only been using it one w l 
a.nd that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is conting our' li 
right. Yours respectfully, . J. n... a 

. R~l\tA.l!-KS-Th~ above is a fair I\ample of the hundreds or 
testlllloDials re~elved from all parts of the United States. 
fro,:" you~g. lDJddl., "aged and elderly men, suffering from 
vanous kmds of sexual complaints but who are now cur d 
by my: Extern~l Applicati~n. the'greatC3t of all kno~ 
r~medles for thiS class of dl~eases. As I am an out Bnd-out 
Llh!!ral I trust the FreetlLnkt:ra of tbe Land will give Die 
thel! patronage, and ootwaste tlieir time and money OD 
Ohria~lan doctoIll. . . DR. FtLLOW." 

http:thos~.ln
http:LEGAL.LY
http:popui.ar
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RAT I0, N ALe 0 M M IT,ll ISM. 
The Present and the Puture 

Republio of 'North Aniprloa 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

tis almost impossible that the people should, be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal 'life, and he has drawn a vivid picture or , 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

GIRARD'S WILL 
-AND-

Girard College Theology. 
An E.:tjJose 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificen' 
. bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa

tion. 
By RICH. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.,LL.D. 

Price $1. ' Address, Putnam,& Macdonald. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

:. THE BIBLE IN, THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 

Al,IERICAN PARTY, 

,A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. ' Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SUED. 

A Summary of -the atrocities committed 
;'by 'the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 ce'nts; four copies, 25 cents; ten 

~(;opies, 50 cents. Add ress 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Why' Priests Should· Wed. 
~BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. . 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of th~ 
conf essional. Price, $I.50. l 

Address thi's office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new~dition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, ahd not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in~s. Price, paper, $1 00; cloth, $1 50. 

~THE ORDER OF CREATlO~, 
; J;. Discussion between Gladstolle, Huxll'.r. }In))' , T.lJJton 

Beville on the ContUc~ between (.j\!U~ , ,U~lOU 
.~W~ , 

··THE· 'LATEST F}\SHIONS 


BUSINESS SUITS FOR......... , .......................................... $25.00 

DRESS,SUITS FOR ..................................................... ' .. 35.60 
P ANTS TO ORDRR POR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
CE3:.A...S F. :BUFl.G-nJ.J:.A.N". 

TAILOR, ' 
--101 PIPTH STREET 101

!xEMSBURU's W'ORKS. 
• ePl\CIFIC CARRIAGE C(). False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 7S centl 

per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
BU~INESS ., OPPICE, 11 POWELL ST. unexcelled. Among the subjects considered 

by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
O}.lVF.R IfINCKI.~:Y SUPERINTENDENT ality; Criminal ,:,tatistics, showing the creedl 

of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter st. Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci

N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slaveryTelephone 1950. Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. ~A. REED. Fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 

FIRST-CLASS Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents. 
Bible Mora:s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc

tioned by Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; ThefL and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 

BOOTS & SHOES 
Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and
pairjng neatly done. I mvite the readers of this Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance .. nd Idiocy; Obscenity. l'rice, 
lingle copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, fl. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

P. A. CLARK. elIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY Sabbath-Breaking. tI This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the SabbathNURSERIES. from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the SabCLAHK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab· 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 

NURSERYMEN. 

Oatal"~as fior Timber Oulture a Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers,
Y Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday

8peeiaIly. 1__T._·_w_c:_C>_P_r_i('_,._.,_r_r_I>_"_'~_'_f,_rr>_"_;_1>,,_t_,__,_.__ 

... WASHBURN'S WORK'S. 
Have at ThElir Nnrseries all Kinds of Fruit 

and Ornamental 'frees and Vines. I -- 
Orders Filled and Delivered on Short Notice ITile .Fa188 Teachlags of tbe Christian Church. 

. Price, 10 ceDt•• 
Speoial Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring. of Orohards t'SlInday and tbe Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

and V1Deyards. The Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 
Address 

CLARK BROS The .Catholir. Church and the Public Schoola. 
., Pnce, 5 cents. 

P.O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. as Jasus Insane1 Price, 10 .enti. 
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=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:=' 
A system of easily. comprehended rules and 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

in the most perfect manner.. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts 

and Tailor 
systemlf, It is 

adapted to the mod
... .. . 
 ern requirements of dress, 


and is used and indorsed by 

the best professional dressmakers 


of the East. It is as far superior to old 
,', methods as the steam car is to the stage. 
,Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to olTer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 

.. ~' a short time. Write for particulars if you are 
, at all interested in matters of household econo· 

my•. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

. . Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
, and number of inches from natural waist up as 
"' high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
, , for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 

directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system~ I7To take the first measure correctly, 

. 	 place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manufll.cturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Mattila, Book, j\7ews, Hardwar~, Wrappittg 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 
Pioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 

414 and 416 Clay st., B. F. 

w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Del ow l\[ontgomery. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

Spowing that there is no authority for the 
Sunday laws: either Human or 

" Divine." 

' Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
'. The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 

eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
. that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo. 
logicaUy denominated "the fall." Price 10 
cents. 

The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 
. passages of scripture claimed to predict the 

coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

': ;'Let M~ ~lone!" 
" Let me alone," the 'Christian cries, 

.' ' Like .a _child in fear of pain. 


He thinks the pa.stforgotten~ " 


The millions that were slain 

Or flayed by inquisition 


Behind the dungeon wall; 

For doubting,truth's of Bible 


The church condemned them all. 


Condenmed tuem all to torture, .. ' 
O'r burning at the stake, 

And killed enough in battle 
Whose blood would form a lake 

Full large enough to float ·on 
St. Noah's ark of old, 

And deep enough to drown in 
All lies the bible's told. 

But no\v he cries, "Let me alone!" 
Against him his God has turned .. 

We fear no inquisition, 
The last martyr has been burned • 

We are ready now for battle, 
With reason and Freethou.ght, . 

Against creeds and superstition . 
The Christian 'church has wrought. , 

So rally round the flag now; 
Let reason be your guide; 

From science, truth, and justice 
Christianity will hide. 

Then build your halls of Freethought, 
Make tru th your corner.stone, 

And not until you've gained your rights 
Let the Christian church alone. 

C.G.C. 

~OBt by Imprudenoe. 
"Do you ever receive contributions 

written on both sides of the paper ?" asked 
a gentleman entering a newspaper office. 

"No, sir, never," emphatically replied 
the editor. 

"All right; I was going to indorse this 
check to your order, but I don't want you 
to break your rules." Then he went out, 
leaving the editor in a d!!ep-green study. 

A Matter of Neoessity. 

"\Vhat do you think of champ~<TJ1e at $4 
a bottle, Downes ?" inquired Madison 
Squeer. 

"I don't think of chamgagne at $4 a 
bottle," replied Upson Downes, sadly. "I 
think of beer." 

I TINERANT Missionary-Young man, are 
you prepared to die? Telegraph Editor
Indeed I am. Congress is in session and 
I don't care how soon I go. 

Macaulay's" History of England," 5 vols 
by mail, $4. Address this office. ' 

"Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. 

The Individualist, 
A Liberal and Reform Journal, advocating 
Social Regeneration and Industrial Emancipa
tion. Devoted to the rational exposition of the 
Philosophy of Freedom-mental, moral and 
physical; social, industrial and sexual. Com. 
mands the pens of the best writers in America 
on these subjects. J6 pages. $2 per year. 
Trial subscription three months, 50 cents. Each 
yearly subscriber will receive a copy of Mr. Stu
art's book, "Natural Rights, Natural LIberty 
and Natural Law." Address F. Q. STUART 
Editor and Proprietor, 1653 Blake street, Den: 
ver, . Colorad(). 

SOMET1UNG ·NEW. 

--THE-·,

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION '01"-

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For .Liberal and ,Ethical, .,~~c!~~i~.s, 
For Schools and the Homei " 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

Price .......... ' . •.'.............$1.50 

Adqress orders to 
t. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I hereby infor~ the fruit-growers of California 
that I have mvented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy. all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. . . 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J. H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He is also 
·authorized to sell the same or organize a com. 
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 


Secular Union. 

-:0:

This is the best presentation of the ar
gument against God in the' Constitution 
ever prepared in a. pamphlet of its size. ' 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. ' 
Address, Putnam & Maodonald 

504 Kearny st. San Franoisoo. 

J4 karat Gold Scarf Pln..............................$ 4 0 
10 karat Gold. IImall Bize Badge Pin.......... 2 0 
14 karat Gold. Bmalhize Badge Pin.......... :::::::: 27S 
14 karaT. Gold, 11mall Bize Badge Pin with Diamond 85 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Larl{e Badge Pin....... . ........... : •• '3 00 
14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Gold, Small Charm ifor watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Charm for watch chain) •.•..•• 450 
10 karat Gold. Large Charm for watch chain) 5 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)······· 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. "Diamoi;d- 14 00 

*ThIs . Is a full-bodied diamond, sct so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose ita brilliancy. 
en~~n;r%~~!ya~e'k:~eK~~dr~8~nd guaranteed aa repre-

PUTNA!tl & MACDONALD : , 
04 Kearny Street. San FranC:l&co, CaL 

··u· b'a'-rb: ' 81-1· I 'e·" ·'r"s'" imp~~tt a d:1i~ous flavor to al~ drinks, cure dyspepsia, J>romote~ di~~~ti~n, anQ
retguta e t e ow~Is~ Ask your dealer for them. A. G~' Wood,..j 'zl EddyDr. Wood's Rh 5 ree, San FranclscO, Cal. 	 ' 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 

Hanford and Lemoore are in the beautiful Lucerne valley, so 
named because of its resemblance to the Lucerne district of 
Switzerland. King's river, Tulare lake, and the Coast Range 
and Sierra mountains form the picturesque scenery of this fruitful 
place. It contains an area of six hundred square miles, and has 
a population of about four thousand. Its main productions are 
grains, fruits, stock, and alfalfa. It is the home of the rose, which 
blooms all the year round. Along the river courses are groves 
of giant oak. Tulare lake is the largest body of fresh water in 
California. The county is the sixth in size, in the state, having 
a greater area than Rhode Island, Delaware, or Connecticut. It 
is claimed to be the banner county in the production of wheat. 
For barley it is equally good, and corn has been successfully 
raised. The average rainfall in Lucerne valley is about six 
inches. The system of irrigation is excellent. The source of 
water supply is the rainfall and snow in the Sierra Nevada moun
tains. This finds its way to Lucerne by Kings, Kaweah, and 
Tule rivers. There is also an important supply from artesian 
wells, of which there are quite a number in what is called the 
artesian belt. The climate is healthful and bright. The sun
shine is golden, and winter rejoices in the splendor of summer. 
It is claimed that there are no sunstrokes, no cyclones, and no 
blizzards in this locality. The prosperity· and wealth of the 
country are simply a matter of time. 

I did not get to Hanford, however, without some difficulty. 
The way to an earthly paradise is sometimes as disappointing as 
the way to a heavenly paradise, and we are never sure until we 
get there. The express train from San Francisco stopped two 
hours at Lathrop for the eastern passengers, via Sacramento, and 
this delay brought me to Hanford somewhere about ten o'clock 
at night, and this was too late for any lecture that evening. It 
was a disappointment to a large number who came quite a dis
tance from the surrounding country· to attend. I have no doubt, 
however, that the Christians were highly delighted, for they were 
!1!nning a revival at this iime, and if the Infidel lecturer was. not 
on hand they would have a better chance for recruits to the army 
of the Lord. However, there was plenty of chance for work· on 

.,"'. II' • ;/"., .~" ,~~ .... "-', ,,~ .............. ~ •., ... - .......... -.....,- ' 


our side, and the lectures were given on Thursday, Friday, and 
Sa.turday evenings, a~,d to full houses. The audiences, too, were 
representative of the c.ulture and intelligence of the place, 
although, with proverbial Christian charity, the preacher declared 
that only" saloon bummers" would be present, "so drunk that 
they wouldn't know enough to take off their hats." A desperate 
effort was made to prolong the interest in the revival. About a 
dozen, mostly children, were baptized each night, and on Satur-' 
day flaming red posters were plastered over the city announcing 
for that evening the soul-thrilling theme," Prisoners of Hope; 
and Prisoners of Despair." The attendance at the lectures, how
ever, constantly increased, and on Saturday night there was only 
standing room, and I could not find more appreciative listeners. 
Hanford is indeed permeated with a splendid Liberal element~ 
Many of those in the churches find themselves in harmony with 
Liberal ideas. This shows the unconscious growth of humanity, 
and that the drift is onward. The pronounced Liberals of Han
ford are most intelligent and constructive. There is not the 
unbelief of negation, but of affirmative advance. I was pleased 
with the people I met here-so earnest and cultivated. I found 
a cheerful atmosphere of thought and I see large possibilities in 
the growth of this city, although there are five churches here, 
and the baptismal font is lively. Orthodoxy has lost its grip; 
Even one of the clergymen declares "that hell-fire is a myth and 
that the Bible does not make religion,· but religion makes the 
Bible, which is a dead give . away to the supernatu~al claims of 
Christianity. If the clergy are so wise in their generation what 
shall we say of the Liberal? . '.. 

The day after my arrival was simply lovely. There was no 
need of any fire. The skies were balmy,. softly blue, ~ith 
stretches of great white clouds, lustrous in the brilliant dome~ 
The grass was green, like the June green of New England. The 
flowers were in bloom. No wonder the people of this land ex
pect to make it the garden of the world. Eve might eat the ap
ple here and still she would dwell in paradise. There is no ban~ 
ishment, no flaming sword in this flowery kingdom, where day~ 
of blue and gold go marching on,· with the soul of music and 
joy in their exhilarating breath. Not all the days are blue and 
gold, I admit. The skies \ViIi lower in spite of our prayers, and 
the prayers of the Christians' superadded, and the rain will fall, 
and the mud will stick to the wandering feet, but when the sun 
does shine forth, the glorious landscapes, the broad plains sweep~ 
ing to the snowy hights, make a resplendent palace in the path~ 

. way of the storms, built as if by magic. ' 
I find my home at the Commerci~l House, formerly the Lu=

cerne, and this is kept in apple-pie order, for the landlord is 'a, 
landlady, and the genius of woman prevails, and, therefore. 
there is comfort for the traveler, espeCially a good square 
meal. 

The company is varied and ~ordial, some Liberal~ so~.e 
Christian, but all in pleasant spirit, in the interchange of thought. 

. . ..... 
.~,..~ 
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When the passenger alights at Hanford, he will find the Com
mercial a comfortalJle location. 

Right at the corner is the gallery of my friend, H. C. Tandy; 
and here the hours go h~ppily by, while the faces look kindly 
from the walls, among them ·~he g·enb.l countenance, life-like, of 
Dr. Moore, my platonic companion, of Lemoore, who has solved 
the problem of the universe with such comprehensive scope, and 
made it the dwelling-place of the beautiful that never dies. My 
friend Tandy takes pictures, among them my own, with light
ning~like rapidity, but he givc3 no "counterfeit presentment" of 
himself, but stands before the world an uncompromising Free
thinker; and a worker too, for by his strenuous services Free-. 
thought has made itself felt, and the lectures by Mr. Underwood 
and myself are the result of his enthusiastic labors. His heart is 
in the cause. Like attracts like, and in this artist-laboratory of 
his, congenial minds give thought and life to the winged hours. 
A. D. Wolff, the schoolmaster, discourses of Darwin and evolu
lution with the insight of a genuine scholar, and O. B. Phelps, 
whose father is one of the veterans of Silverton, makes the rafters 
ring with the jolly laugh of the heretic who can no longer be 
burned at the stake for his honest thought. Fred Dodge and 
George Dodge don't hesitate to join the Liberal Club, and say 
their say without any fear of the orthodox club, and Dr. N. P. 
Duncan, who delivers his radical ideas as quietly as the deacon 
would say his prayers, but with a thousand times more effect-a 
lover, the doctor is, of what may be, as well as a student of what 
is, and who extends the line of logic into dreamland; A. F. 
Jewett, who is always in the front rank, the color-sergeant, a 
head taller than the rest, he bears the standard on; A. L. Gates, in 
whom philosophy needs no It regeneration," for it discovers no 
"miracle;" C. C. Curtis and Mrs. Curtis; Ira Chrisman, who 
must know "that the mills of the gods grind slowly, but they 
grind exceeding small;" J. O. Hickman, who delights to take 
the opposite vie\Y, especially when the clergymen are about, and 
others, formed a charming and changing circle of intellectual 
force. J. H. Malone, Dr. R. W. Musgrave, L. Cohn, Mr. and 
!\'Irs. J. P. Ford, and Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Brown. of Porterville, 
visiting with them. Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Jenkinson, Henry 
Boice, F. E. Welsh and family, Ed. Weisbaum, etc., also gener
ously aided the cause, and are not afraid to be counted. I had 
the pleasure of breaking bread with Dr. Mickle and Mrs. Mickle, 
who are from the sunny south. The doctor is a sturdy radical. 
Mrs. Mickle has always thought she was a Christian, but she at
tended the three lectures, and if she does not give up the 
old, she is certainly ready to welcome the new in the spirit of 
humanity. Thus I have delightful memories of my sojourn in 
this Switzerland of California, where the rain mingled with the 
sunshine day by day, but refrained from pouring down during 
the lecture hours; and "between spells" the cam paign went on 
successfully, and a greater number were present at each lecture 
than at the revival. 

Alas! 'Sunday morning was lowery, and it looked gloomy for 
the lectures at Lemoore. Frank B. Fox came up fer me, and 
while the mists were falling, and the far horizon was glittering 
with a little sunshine, the good steed took us along the valley 
where the harvests were being stored up, for the June days, by the 
million quivering drops. We come to the litr Ie house around the 
corner where resides our veteran of the anti-slavery days, a soldier 
of humanity every inch, Joel A. Fox and his ·.vife, Sarah G. Fox, 
who sometimes writes for the Truth Seeker, and I hope will wme
times write for FREETHOUGHT, and tell how the cause goes on. 

The moment I got out of the rain into the rocking-chair in the 
corner by the stove, where the fire was blazing, I was at home, 
for the welcome was as cordial as heart could wish. The rain 
kept pouring down, the horizon darkened, and there was no hope 
of sunshine that -day. HO\l'ever; a good audience was present, 
the hall was nearly full, and among them were two preachers, 
and I thought taat my discourse on "Universal !\!ental Liberty" 
would not be altogether in vain if I could set them to thinking. 
One of them was a cowboy preacher, converted in the ~vilds of 
Texas, and I believe he has some sense, for in spite of .. he ex~ 
hortation of the elder clergyman not to do it he did do it; that is, he 
came up and shook hands with me and said he liked the discourse. 
Evidently he is not mu~h bound by the creed. A good audience 
was also present in the evening. To my delight, Mr. B. K. 
Sweetland and Lynn Fox furnished music for the occasion, which 
was quite an attraction and helped to make us forget the gloomy 
weather. I don't know of any place that is more deeply pene
trated with Freethought than Lemoore. Many of our friends 
here are Spiritualists, but they are thoroughly progressive and 
intellectual. Mr. and Mrs. Fox have had many remarkable ex
periences, and in view of them, all I can say is U I don't know," 
and in the mean time we will join hands and do· the most good 
where we are. 

I was sorry not to see Dr. Moore and his wife. She, at pres
ent, is not well, and the doctor was obliged to remain with her 
and not attend the lectures. Our deepest sympathy extends to 
these good and true friends. I hope that the blessings of health 
and strength will keep our friel!ds long with us in the glorious 
work of life and progress here. 

Captain Nelson says he is coming to San Francisco. He 
shall have a royal welcome at FREETHOUGHT headquarters. 

I was glad to see again my good old friend, Dr. Morse. Age 
does not dim his devotion to Freethought. Dr. Hamlin, A. S. 
Cunningham, and W. S. Cunningham, always loaded to the 
brim with Freethought ammunition; Samuel Kipp, W. M. Gill, 
of the Lemoore Leader, P. Hollenbeck, and many others, I wa~ 
pleased to see. The movement is going onward in Lemoore. 
The time is coming for an organization, both here and at Han
ford, and without doubt this beautiful valley will be a home for 
Liberalism. Here the larvests will grow, the harvests of hu
manity mingling with the radiant wealth of earth. This is in
deed one of the br~htest spots in California. The scenery is 
picturesque, broad, and inspiring. The distant ranges, glittering 
with eternal snow, a hundred peaks rising to the blue sky, give 
health and wealth to these fruitful scenes. 

I must not forget to say that.! met McCord at Hanford, who 
has a ranch of sixteen hundred acres about· nine miles from 
Hanford, towards the lake. He is as ready to tackle orthodoxy 
as ever, but he deals his blows in such a deft way that even the 
clergy don't know how hard they are hit, and shake him by the 
hand and call him" brother." SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

WHY INDEED? 

Concerning Mrs. \Voodworth, the magnetic revivalist now 
bringing weak~minded sinners to their knees in Oakland, a cor
re5pondcnt in Turlock ~ys: 

"A writer in the Daily Report objects to the craze which Mrs. Wo()d~ 
worth is seeking to spread in Oakland, and says, 'It is a wonqer they 
are not rotten-egged, or driven olit of Oakland in some rational way.' . 

" Mrs. Woodworth is only doing what Protestant ministers are every~ 
whele trying tQ do, eSl?eciall~ at r~vivals a.n<l_c~~pmeetings-to mak~-- .... ...... 
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converts. A revivalist at this place lately declared, in the church, that 
if he had the power he would drag, or even starve, every sinner into the 
church. Not long since a prominent citizen of the pious little town of 
Modesto was sent to the insane asylum, crazed by religion. He was 
discharged, but finally hung himself in his barn. Since then, another 
religious crank has been sent to the asylum from Oakdale. 

"If Mrs. Woodworth is to be,egged, why not others of the same stripe? 
"J.C.P." 

It is indeed a question why Mrs. Woodworth should be sin
gled out for special treatment with eggs. She professes to be 
preaching the Christian gospel and to be working through the 
power of God. The only difference between her and the 
other sensational preachers consists in the fact that she is more 
successful than the majority of them. If Mrs. Woodworth is 
honest she is not to be blamed, and while she is the immediate 
cause of lunacy in some cases, she is as much the victim of de
lusion as those whose minds she unsettles. The persons really 
responsible for the evil are the intelligent and sane clergymen 
who preach the Christian religion, of whose doctrines Mrs. 
\Voodworth and her gibbering converts are the natural results. 

S.P.PUTNAM TO LECTURE IN LOS ANGELES. 

Samuel P. Putnam will lecture at Illinois Hall, corner of 
Sixth and Fort streets, Los Angeles, on Sunday evening, Decem· 
ber z9; subject, "The Bible and Modern Thought." Every 
Liberal in Los Angeles and vicinity is invited to be present and 
to bring friends. A large attendance is desired. 

A MUDDLED THEOLOGIAN. 

The Rev. L. M. Schofield, a Presbyterian clergyman of San 
Francisco, undertook last Sunday the task of proving by reason
ing and by court decisions that the United States is a Christian 
nation. "One of the most vital questions of the day," said he, 
"is, Is this a Christian or a Protestant nation, or is it a secular 
one? The question is variously answered, and answered posi
tively in the true American style by people who have scarcely 
read a page of our h!story intelligently, and by people who are 
utterly ignorant of the very words. Some answer that it is no 
more a Protestant than a Catholic or a Jewish government. If 
they mean it is not denominational and has no union of church 
and state, I agree with them, but if the claim is made that all 
faiths and no faith are on an equality save only in regard to the 
freedom of profession, the dogma is absurd." 

The Rev. Mr. Schofield is pretty badly mixed, if he is cor
rectly reported. It is not the unintelligent or those unacquainted 
with the history of the United States who deny that it is a Chris
tian nation. A document more than one hundred years old, 
signed by the man who is called the father of his country, de
clared that the nation was not Christian. In matters of this kind 
the decision of George \Vashington should be rated as high as 
that of some politician who may have decided that the laws of 
the Protestant church are the common law of the land. 

But the Rev. Mr. Schofield should explain how a nation can 
be either Christian or Infidel. "Nation," as the word is now 
employed, is the collective name of a people living under one 
government. It is not a person, capable of enjoying baptism, re
generation, salvation, and a future state of rewards or punish
ment. A nation can no more have religion than it can have the 
rheumatism. The people may have it, but the nation lacks the 
necess~ry bodily parts for the disease to subsist upon; and in the 
~~e m~nner it js de§tity.te of the organs exercised by religious 

emotions. A Christian is supposed to go to heaven. Does the 
Rev. Dr. Schofield think that the United States will go there and 
be immortal? If the Christian zealots could only get their 
vision clear, they would see that religion must be a matter of be
lief and not of politics, and that in seeking state support for 
Christianity, they virtually acknowledge that their religion is too 
w"eak to stand alone, and cannot exist on its own merits. 

WORK IMMEDIATELY BEPORE US. 

If there is to be a successful convention and Paine celebration 
in this city next month, there must be immediate action on the 
part of officers of the state and local societies. We have taken 
the responsibility of securing Union Square Hall for the month 
of January. On Sunday evening, the 5th, S. P. Putnam willlec
ture in the small hall; on the following Sunday evening some 
other speaker will occupy the platform, and on the 19th Mr. Put
nam will speak again. It is arranged to have a State Convention 
in the large hall on Saturday and Sunday, the 25th and 26th, and 
a Paine celebration on the evening of Wednesday, the 29th. 

The object of the preliminary meetings previous to the con
vention is to set the ball rolling and awaken interest. Mr. Put
nam proposes, for this purpose, to give his month's work without 
money and without price. He desires to lay before his listeners. 
the exact state of affairs as regards ecclesiastical encroachments, 
and the attitude of the church towards liberty, so that a definite 
notion-may be gained of the nature of the work to be done. 

Mr. Putnam's first· lecture will be a review of the late Catholic 
convention at Baltimore. That convention was in some respects 
the most significant gathering of the kind ever held, as it out
lined the aims of the church and gave the people of the country 
some idea of the growth and power and objects of Rome in 
America. The American Secular Uni~n and its auxiliaries are 
the only organized bodies in the country working for total sepa
ration of church and state, and against both Catholic and Protes
tant schemes for religious domination. There seem to be but 
few people in America who realize the value of secular work, and 
it is therefore all the more important that these few should be 
continually active. With the Roman hierarchy gaining ground 
swiftly and surely, and with the National Reform Association 
reaching out through its organizations in every direction to lay 
the state under tribute to the church, it would seem that the im
perative necessity of secular effort must impress it itself upon all 
who care for the preservation of religious liberty. 

What we must do, then, is this. \Ve must turn out in large 
numbers at the preliminary meeting of January 5. Members of 
the San Francisco Freethought Society should be there in full 
force prepared to renew their allegiance and subscriptions to th e 
work of the society. They should come prepared ~or business; 
hold a business meeting, appoint committees to arrange for the 
convention and the Paine celebration, and for other details. 

We hope that every Californian reader may be able to think 
of something he can do to make the new year's work open aus· 
piciously. The burden of preparation must be divided. If 
every one leaves the work for somebody else to do, it will not be 
done; but if, on the other hand, everyone makes a determination 
to do something, a great deal of effective work may be accom
plished. 

The hall rent will amount to $80, and other expenses will take 
more. If all interested will contribute to this fund, the individ
ual burden will be light and the result large. . 

Tile forC!?0in~ su~&,estiQns are here thrown out unofficially fo~ 
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the consideration of Californian Liberals. The officers of the 
State Union are S. P. Putnam, president; Emil S. Lemme, sec
retary, 504 Kearny street, San Francisco and A. H. Schon, treas
urer, 677 Twenty-fifth street, Oakland. Communicate with 
these officers. Sel1d suggestions, subscriptions, and counsel. 
Give the union the vitality that comes from unity and associa
tion, and a successful convention and Paine celebration are as
sured. 

THE Mormons are about as plausible hypocrites as their Catho
lic brethren. Wilford \Voodruff, Geo. Q. Cannon, and Joseph 
F. Smith, apostles of the l\lormon church, have issued another 
manifesto unqualifiedly denying all the charges made against the 
church in the recent hearing before Judge Anderson. So far 
from any doctrine or teaching of the church being hostile to the 
United States government, they say, the members of the church 
are under divine command to revere the Constitution as a heaven
inspired instrument, and obey as supreme all laws made in pur
suance of its provisions. If the Mormons were allowed to jud~e 
for themselves what laws are in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Constitution, no doubt their plea would be sound. The 
trouble arises from thc:ir inability to n3'ree with the federal judges 
in construing that instrnment. 

IN attempting to reconcile the facts of science with the claims 
of religion, the Very Rev. Joseph Sash, head of the Jesuit order 
in California, said in a recent discourse that H the conflict be
tween science and religion is only apparent and not real. Sci
ence treats of the natural world, which is God's work; religion 
treats of the truths of divine revelation, which is God'~ word." 
This is equivalent to an admission that in religion there need 
not necessarily be allY of that harmony between word and fact 
which constitutes truth, ~r that the subjective order of thought 
need not of necessity correspond with the objective order of 
phenomena. Bearing in mind this distinction between natural 
and revealed truth, the Rev. Father Sasia could not consistently 
ask us to prove our position if we pronounced him a humbug 
and a fraud. 

. SAID ex-President Cleveland in a late public address: "We 
need not stifle our scorn and contempt for the wretch who basely 
sells his vote, and who for a bribe betrays his trust of citizenship. 
And yet the thought will intrude itself, that he but follows in a 
low and vulgar fashion the example of those who proceed upon 
the theory that political action may be turned to private gain." 
It is well to keep this matter before the people; and to apply the 
philosophy of the above remark, let us inquire why John Doe, 
who sells his vote for two dollars, is not as honest as John Wan
amaker, who in return for raising a four hundred thousand 
dollar campaign fund was rewarded with the position of post
master-general, which position he now uses in the interests of 
J:1imself and his religion. 

, THE ministers of Minneapolis are making war upon the Sun
day newspaper and are signing an agreement which reads as 
follows: We pledge ourselves to withhold all patronage from H 

the Sunday newspaper, both in the matter of subscription and 
advertisement, and to persuade our people, in so far as possible, 
!o take the same position. We do this believipg that the Sunday 
:newspaper is the head and front of all offending." We do not 
believe the l\1inneapolis ministers have the slightest hope that 
they can stop the publication of Sunday papers: The movement 
is simply an advertising'dodge on the part of the clergy. , They 

must do something to call attention to themselves or they would 
be forgotten. 

FREETHOUGHT has received from Mr. M. S. Wahrhaftig, of 
Esperanza, Tulare county, a long review of his relations with B. 
G. Haskell. It would cover two or three pages of the paper, and 
we hardly think that the interest felt by our readers in Mr. Has~ 
kell would warrant its publication. Mr. Wahrhaftig's estimate' 
of Haskell is substantially identical with Mr. Burgman's, already 
published. FREETHOUGHT has made no attack upon Mr. Haskell, 
nor any statement concerning him that has been denied or needs 
to be proven. With the writer's consent, Mr. Wahrhaftig's man;" 
uscript may be turned over to Mr. Haskell for such action as he 
choses to take. It was written in response to a (( bluff" published 
in this paper October the 2 5th. 

THE death of Dr. Oliver Johnson, which occurred at Brooklyn, 
N. Y., December 10, removes a prominent figure from the list 
of leaders in the abolition movement. Dr. Johnson differed 
from the majority of his co-laborers in matters of religion, 
that is to say, he lived and died in the narrowness of the ortho
dox faith. He leaves but few survivors among those who worked 
with him. Among these are Parker Pillsbury and Lucy N. Col
man in the East, and on ~his coast the Han. John A. Collins, of 
San Francisco, and Judge J. W. Forth, of Fresno. There may 
be others, but the past decade has witnessed the death of many 
of the old heroes of Antislavery. 

MR. FRED EMERSON BROOKS, the well-known poet, has calIej 
to inform us that he is the author of the lines published in last 
week's FREETHOUGHT under the heading of "The Two Knights." 
It is a work that any poet might be proud of, and we are not 
surprised that Mr. Brooks should object to 10si.1g the credit of 
writing it. 

SOlIE of the spirit of Calvin still exists in Geneva. A member 
of the Salvation Army was lately fined $25 for infringing a decree 
by which he had been expelled from SwilZerland. 

THE FREETHOUGHT BROTHERHOOD. 

We give a few out of the many letters received since our last 
from friends who desire shares in the Freethought Publishing 
Company. Between 700 and 800 shares have now been taken. 

OREGON CITY, OR., Dec. 7, 1889. 
, GENTLEMEN: I received your letter. Times are hard, but put 
me down for five dollars for one share. GEO. JOHNSON. 

FORT BRAGG, Nov. 28, 1889. ' 
GENTLEMEN : Your circular letter of the 17th inst. is at hand, 

in reply to which I will say that you can depend upon me. 
for one and maybe two shares of your enterprise, and I re
gret very much th~t I am not able to take more. Call on me 
for one share whenever ,you are ready and I will forward the 
price. Wishing you every success in your enterprise and cause, 
I am very respectfully yours, JOHN PILGER. 

CALEB, OR., Dec. 3, 1889. 
GENTLEMEN: Your favor of Nov. 17, informing me of your in

tention to organize a FREETHOUGHT PUBLlSHlKG ,COMPANY, arrived 
by yesterday's mail. Thanks. Kind friends, I consider this a 
good move, and in the right direction. A good FREETHOUGHT 
bookstore is a necessity and we must have it. Your servant is 
willing to take a few shares in this enterprise, and, hopes every
Liberal on the entire coast will do the same. I am happy to
note that Freethought is gaining ground very rapidly and I have 
the greatest hopes for its future. .If I thpught there was any vir~ 
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tue in prayer, I would pray long and fervently for the success of 
FREETHOUGHT. But while there is no virtue in prayer, I am pos
itive there is lots of virtue in a few dollars. So you will find in
'closed a five dollar bill, which you will please place to my credit 
and forward me the inclosed list of books Hoping that by mak
ing this order and renewing my subscription, I am helping the 
interest of Freethought, and wishing you the best of success, and 
agreeing to take five shares in the Publishing Company, I re
main,' Yours for U. M. L., WILLIS L. PENCE. 

. . FRESNO, CAL., Dec. 2, 1889. 
·DEAR FRIENDS: After being broke and sick for two years, I 

have recovered some of my health and spunk, and getting dis
gusted trying for several days to find one that would take a share 
in Freethought Publishing Company, and failing, was raised to 
such a pitch as to up and take one all by myself, and here is the 
money. There are a dozen good talking Liberals that are more 
able to take a hundred than I am to tak.e one, right here in 
Fresno. I have only made thirty dollars this year, but I am in 
hope to make more now, and I will take one share for every $30 
that I earn, until you have them all taken, and I hope you will 
find no difficulty in getting five thousand shares taken this month. 

Your everlasting friend, JOSEPH LEE. 

PLAZA, WASH, Nov. 28, 1889. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM: The plan you think of adopting in regard 

to FREETHOUGHT, I think is an admirable one. My heart is with 
the cause and I hope to take at least four five dollar shares. We 
have built a nice school house at Plaza in which I hope to hear 
you lecture next summer. ABRAll DORSEY. 

ROMLEY, COLO., Dec. 30, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: In reply to yours of the 17th inst., will say that 

you can put me down for $5 anyway. If I can spare more will 
let you know. ,; ; Yours truly, F. SHODL. 

MORGAN CITY, UTAH., Dec. 1. 1889. 
MR. S. P. PUTNAM: ])ear Friend: Your letter received. In re

ply will say you can count on me for two shares at five dollars 
each, and I think my son Joseph will take some. I believe it to 
be a grand .enterprise, and will be the means of doing a great 
deal of good. Money will be on hand anytime when needed. 
Accept kindest regards. DANIEL WILLI,UIS. 

PRINEVILLE, OR., Nov. 26, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS: Your circular and kind letter came duly to hand 

last Saturday. As to the- enterprise of making FREETHOUGHT a 
corporate concern, I think it a good one. In my judgment, it 
will at least insure its continued publication. I am a poor man, 
but you can put me down for at least one share, and if I can see 
my way clear, when you call on me for the money, will perhaps 
take two or more. C. ROGERS. 

DEEP RIVER, WASH., Dec. 6, 1889. 
DEAR FRIENDS: Your circular letter of N.)v. 17 is duly re

ceived. The enterprise you speak of is good. I think it will 
benefit Freethou<Yht and the world at large. I will take one 
share in the ente;prise, and forward the money when it is wanted. 

J. P. MILLER. . 

SCOTT'S MILLS, OR., Dec. 12, 1889. 
DEAR SIRS AND FRIENDS: I received your letter of late date, a 

few dav~ since, in regard to the Freethought Publishing Company. 
I think it a good scheme, as the west and northwest are much in 
need of such a company. I will inclose $10. for which you will 
please send to me a certificate for two paid-Up shares of stock 
for R. H. Scott, and oblige, Very truly, CHAS. SCOTT. 

NATIONAL CITY, CAL."Dec. 18, 1889. 
My DEAR PUTNAM: Samuel McHenry authorizes me to inform 

vou that he will take four shares in the Freethoug~t Publishing 
Company-$5 each. Draw on me for $10. Mr.. McHenry 
will remit '20 on demand. I am agreeably surpnsed to £ee 
how the " boys" respond. I think your motive and aim are in

dorsed by the reasonable, and intelligent public, therefore, why 
not " make ready for war in time of peace?" I trust you will 
not leave a stone unturned. I will hear you at San Diego, Dec. 
22, as announced. If I am here I will shout and do all I can·' 
to get you out an audience. Yours, A. N. BURGESS... 

WILLAPA, WASH., Dec. 5, 1889. 
FRIENDS: You are making the right move.l\Iay the new 

concern prosper is my best wish; and call on me, when you are 
ready for it, for twenty dollars. ' JACOB DRISSLER. 

CASCADES, WASH., Dec. 8, 1889. 
FRIENDS: Your proposition to build up a Freethought Pub· 

lishing Company meets my a.pproval. You may put me down 
for two shares anyway, and if I happen to be pretty flush when 
pay day comes, I will take more. 

Yours for Liberty, Reason and Truth, S. B. IVES. 

GRAY'S RIVER, WASH., Dec. 8, t 889. 
DEAR SIRS: Yours of the 17th received. J. L. Hansen will 

take one share and I will take two shares, and will send the 
money as soon as called for. P. C. Nelson also takes one share. 

H. P. ANDRESEN. 

LOST VALLEY, OR., Dec. 9, 1889. 
MESSRS. PUTNAM & MACDO~ALD: Yours of November 17 to 

hand; will take two shares for David Hardie, two for George' 
Hardie, two for W. M. S~ewart, and five for Alex. Hardie. \Ve 
think it a good plan, and hope for its success. Yours, 

ALEX. HARDIE. 

DEEP RIVER, OR., Dec. 9, 1889. 
PUTNAM & MACDONALD: Put my name down for one share in 

the Freethought Publishing Company. LEWIS OLSON. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF TElEl...WEEK. 

The long rain is apparently to b~ succeeded by settled weather, 
clear and cool.--Dr. O'Donnell the latc aspirant for the may. 
oralty of San Francisco, must stand trial on a charge of criminal 
m ,11 practice. His ease will come up after the holidays.--There 
were 119 deaths in this city las~ week ;1~J.inst 106 for the corre.' 
sponding week in I888.--It is Slid that the damage by rain in 
San Dicgo will foot up $1 50,ooo.--The town of Truckee has 
lost three school-houses by fire in four months. The last and 
best, worth $5000, was burnt Dec. 16.--Karl Formes, the dis
tinguished basso, died of pneumonia in this city last Saturday •. 
He was a native of Germany, and was 74 years old. ' 

Four men, Daniel Coughlin, l\'1artin Burke, Patrick O'Sullivan 
and John. Kunz~, were found guilty by the Cronin jury, which 
rendered ItS YCrJlct last Monday morning. The first three were 
sentenced to imprisonment for life, and Kunze gets three years'. 
imprisonment. The fifth man implicated, John F. Beggs was 
acquitted. --Franklin B. Gowen, ex-president of the Re~ding. 
Railr?ad, .committed s~ic~de at Wa~~ington last Saturday by 
shootmg hImself. --KIlram, the pugIlIst who fought Sullivan in 
Mississippi, will have to go to jail for two months and pay a fine 
of $200, having been convicted of assault and battery.--Miss 
Caldwell, the deluded young woman who endowed the Catholic 
University at \Vashington, will marry the ruined French Prince 
l\Iurat. He marries her for her money and she marries him for' 
his title.--An anti-Catholic procession, headed by a vehicle 
with illuminated inscriptions of" No Popery," was dispersed last 
Saturday at Toronto, Can., by the police, who used their batons 
freely and made one arrest.--Oliver Johnson, one of the orig
inal Abolitionists, is dead. 

Gladstone declines to accept an invitation to initiate the agita .. 
tion looking to the establishment of a working day of eight hours. 
He .says his time must be largely devoted to the settlement ot the 
Irish question.--Browning, the great English poet, died iri 
London Dec. 12, in his 77th year. He is to be buried in West~ 
minster Abbey.--Emin Pasha, the man rescued from African 
~ilds, a!ld who injured hi.ssk~ll by. a fall at Zanzibar, is rapidll 
Improvmg.--Influenza IS epIdemIC allover Europe. . . 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Lucifer of Valley Falls, Kan., has just reprinted one of my 
early effo;ts at rhyme, and Brother Harman gives it this favorable 
introduction: . 

The following loving tribute to D. M. Bennett was written by Mr. 
George E. Macdonald, now one of the editors of FREETHOUGHT, in the 
spring after Mr. Bennett's death. It appeared in the Truth Seeker June 
9, 1883. It is full of beauty an~ t~nderness, and we gladly accede to 
the request of a friend to republIsh It. . 

1 have changed the lines a little, and print them here. T.hey 
may help to keep alive the memory of one of the bravest saldler3 
that ever donned the armor of F reethought: 

IN MEMORY. 

We journey onward, marching day by day, 


We join the million-footed forward tread, 

Yet memory, pausing by a wayside stone, 


Dwells for a season with its heroes dead. 


A single winter spread its snowy shroud, 
And draped the earth since 'neath its sod we placed 

The martyred form that mingles dust with dust, 
And one short spring its path of verdure traced. 

'Tis meet that those, unworthy though they be, 
Whose shoulders bear the mantle of his years, 

Should consecrate the spot where valor lies, 
As holy ground made holler by tears. 

'Tis ours to raise above the grave of him 
A mark to grace the resting-place of worth; 

To tell the story how he lived and died, 
The great among the great ones of the earth. 

A thankful task, this tribute to his dust; 
Love's ,york requites us by its own accord; 

And we would bless the stone that should above 
His. quiet grave keep lonely watch and ward. 

Sleep on, then, silent sleeper, with the dead; 
Thy labor here hath brought thee well-won rest. 

Sweet be thy dream amid calm Greenwood's graves, 
Eternal be thy memory, and blest~ 

While o'er thy slumbering clay a shaft we raise 
To bear the story of a hero gone; 

Mid storm and sun, 'neath changeless stars, and clouds, 
First in our heart of hearts, sleep on, sleep on. 

. 1 suppose t~at when Mr. J. C. Weybright wrote t~e c~m~?ni
ca~ion printed m another column and headed" NatIOnalIsm, he 
was under the impression that in some way he had knocked the 
props out from under my position as regards the new razzle-dazzle 
order of Socialists and let me down to the moist earth. Perhaps 
he is correct, though the more I read his words the less I see to 
'convince me that I have been struck. I did not give any defi
nition of Nationalism, religious or otherwise. I merely called 
attention to the fact that various religionists accepted it as a part 
of their religion, which 1 object to do myself. Religion is the 
relation between man and God, while Socialism deals with men's 
relations to one another; and if a man regards Nationalism as a 
religion, I would oppose his introducing it as a form of govern
ment as I would oppose Christianity. Being Secularists, we 
should treat Christism and Bellamism with impartiality, provided 
both are put forward as religions. I do not know how the move
ment is conducted elsewhere, but in San Francisco it is run on 
the principles that prevail in revival meetings.-· The present civ
ilization stands for the hell from which sinners are warned to 
flee, and Boston in the year of grace 2000 is the heaven they are 
invited to seek. Looking Backward" is the Bible, Bellamy is H 

God, and B. G. Haskell is his prophet. 
Somehow or other I cannot get rid of the notion that the qual

ity of this world depends on the people in it, and that our gov
ernments reflect pretty accurately the elements which create 
them. If the whole population of the globe were good people 
like the majority of the Nationalists, we would have a govern
ment and a civilization of a similar character. I once heard a 
Liberal Club orator remark that the government of a country 
was represented by the hands of a clock, while the people were 
the works. If the clock did not indicate correct time it showed 
that something was the matter with the works, and n9thing could 

. be gained by tinkering with the hands. Perhaps he was right. 

Perhaps the reason why governments are bad is b~cause. peo~le 
.are bad or ignorant. We have a robber class whIch WIll eXIst 
under any government so long as there are people who will sub
mit to be robbed and whose highest ambition is to become rob
bers themselves. It is the same with the priestly class. They 
will exist so long as people consent to be hu~bugged. 1 .look 
to education therefore as the way out of the dIfficulty, and In so 
far as the N~tiona1ist s~cieties are educators they add their drop 
to the stream of tendency toward better things. But if they at
tempt to make a paradise with the human material at hand ~n
changed, they will be about as successful as the. man who tned 
to manufacture a silk purse out of a sow's ear. 

There is no Christian faith: 

A man may say all increase is of God, 

But he who plants not seed beneath the clod 


Reaps barren sod. 

That man woo hastes, when clouds are in the sky, 
To house his grain, knows that no God on high 

Will keep it dry. 

The mariner seeks heaven's aid no more, 
But life preservers, when the breakers roar 

On leeward shore. 

"The wind is tempered," says the Christian seer, 
Yet prudent herdsmen scarce are known to shear 

At fall of ye.ar. 

We go to rest with prayer when day is o'er, 
But seldom lock our sense in sleep before 

We've locked the door. 

Believers rear ·their temples high and broad, 
And then attach, not having trust in God, 

A lightning rod. 

And who has read of flaming holocaust, 
Nor noted, touching churches that were lost, 

. "Insured for cost." 

Whoever for;another day;prepares, 
And guards 'gainst danger coming unawares, 

God's word forswears . 

He rises from :his knees when prayers are said, 
And, shunning heaven .to whom he prayed, 

Seeks human ald. 

There is no Christian faith; 

Men with their lips may trust a God on high, 

And by their every act their word deny, 


I know not why. 

I observe that Brother Owen, editor of the Golden Gate, is about 
to issue in book form some of his random thoughts that have al
ready appeared in the G. G. tinder the heading of "Editorial 
FraO'ments." He does this in response to the clamor of his 
readers, who are not satisfied with reading his articles once, but 
desire to have them where they can refer to them at almost any 
time. I always read Mr. Owen's" Editorial Fragments" as soon 
a3 I have leisure after the paper comes in, and I am not sur
prised that his subscribers want them preserved in book form. 
They belong to the kind of literature that you can read the secon d 
time with just as much pleasure and profit as you gained when 
you read it first. Then there is nothing incendiary about it; it 
doesn't heat the blood with excitement, or swell the veins out by 
producing violent laug~ter. You stay right with it, expecting to 
strike a valuable idea pretty soon, the same as a hopeful miner 
always thinks that pay dirt is just ahead. It is good for Sunday 
reading, too, and would save you from breaking the Sabbath 
by working vour brain on that day. It fills your mind with the 
lonesome ~ort of calm that pervades a house when everybody is 
away from home, ora railroad depot just after the train has gone 
out. 

I am watching the success of Brother Owen's book with 
considerable anxiety; because if it succeeds I may publish one 
myself embojying "Some Casull Observations," heretofore ap
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pearing in this paper. There h~s b.een no c~l~ for such a ,~vork, 
but I can write one myself and SIgn It "Admmng Reader, and 
thus supply the deficiency. 

.NATIONALISM. 

To th~ Writ~r "f "06urvations:" 
Nationalism is different from Secularism, but I cannot accept 

your definition of it. The fact that a number of religious teachers 
have professed to receive. it. as ~ part.o~ their re.li.gious belief is 

•not sufficient reason for gIVIng It a relIgIOUS definitIon. And ad~ 
mitting the important distinction of ,which Mr. Burg.ess l~ses si~ht, 
still there is something of Bellamy s dream; a thIng In whIch 
you hold slight faith... .. 

We all know that it IS not qUIte so easy to bUIld a UtopIa as 
to criticise theories favoring one. But the incas of Peru had a 
Dractical government far superior to ours, industrially. Are the 

. ideas, then, of Bellamy's book less practica~? Is t?ere not a 
very ~mportant. ~istinction bet\~ee? Bellamy-s p~r~dIse. a~d t~e 
paradIse of relIgIOn? Bellamy s IS to be here, III thIS lIfe, III 

this world. Men and women co-operate to create an earthly 
home, free from many of the annoyance~ that now b~fall them, 
without any reference to the b.eyond; whIle the paradIse beyond 
Jordan is quite another affaIr; one has to dIe to get there. 
Please excuse me. I cannot appreciate the idea., but can see why 
you have not much faith in it. . 

Secularism is educational; but how do the SecularISts expect 
to· make their ideas practical if they do not use them politically? 

Please ten us why you have little faith in Bellamy's paradise. 
You -seem to have faith in co-operation; and that is one of the 
chief features of his dream. I do not think any of the subscribers 
to the stock of FREETHOUGHT are actuated by a speculative self
ishness' still what security have they that, when your business 
becom~s pr~fitable some one or more persons will not combine 
to freeze out the l~sser shareholders? Persons who are now in 
no way connected with the enterprise may buy up the stock and 
hamper or control the journal and other business. Such things 
have been done. But if you adopted the Bellamy co-operative 
system each and all would be equally interested and identified 
with the cause and the motive for speCUlation would be absent. 

Does justic~ only" condemn and punish?" Does it not also 
reward? Does a mother's love always overlook the faults of her 
child? Is there not a genuine mother love mingled with justice 
when she lovingly though firmly corrects her child? In fact, is 
not all justice backed by a love of right? Why do we uphold 
justice? Is it not because we believe it is for the greatest good, 
and want those we love to enjoy that good? 

Please give us the principles advocated in Nationalism, I mean 
the platform. ]. C. WEYBRIGHT. 

The platform of the Nationalists is printed ~onthly in. th.e 
organ of the society, under the name of "DeclaratIOn of PnncI
pIes." It reads as follows: 

The principle of the Brotherhood of Humanity is one of the eternal 
truths that govern the world's progress on lines which distinguish human 
nature from brute nature. 

The principle of competition is simply the app~ication of the brutal 
law of the survival of the strongest and most cunnmg. . 

Therefore, so long as competition continues to be th~ r~l~ng factor 10 

our industrial system, the highest dev~lopment of the l?dlVldual cannot 
be reached the loftiest aims of humamty cannot be realIzed. 

No truth'can avail unless practically applied. Therefore those who 
seek the welfare of man must endeavor to suppress the system founded 
on the brute principle of competition and put in its place another based 
on the nobler principle of association. . .. . 

But in striving t~ apply this nobler and wiser pnnclple t~ the co~plex 
conditions of modern life, we advocate no sudden or III conSidered 
changes; we make no war upon individua!s; we do not. censure t~ose 
who have accumulated immense fortunes Simply by carrymg to a logical 
end the false principle on which busi!less is now.based. 

The combinations, trusts, and syn~h.cates of whlc? th~ pe.ople at pres~nt 
complain demonstrate the practicabilIty of our baSIC pnnclple of associa
tion. We merely seek to push this principle a litt!e further and have all 
industries operated in the interest of all by the nation-the people organ
ized-the organic unity of the whole peop.le. . 

The present industrial sys~em proves Itself wr?ng by the Immense 
wrongs it produces; it prov.es Itsel~ absurd by ~he Immen~e waste of .en
ergy and material which IS admitted to be Its concomitant. Agamst 

this system we raise our protest; for the abolition of the slavery it bas 
wrought and would perpetuate, we 'pledge our best efforts. 

MR. HASKELL'S DEFINITION. 
Nationalism take" for its corner·stone the fundamental American 

proposition that taxation withot:t represent:ltion is tyranny. 
It asserts that th:! trusts, syndicates, and corporations (in which we 

are not represented) yearly tax the people out of .l\~o-thirds of their 
earnings, and affirms that the natural r;medy for thiS IS for the govern
ment to assume and run these greatousmesses for the benefit of the peo
ple at cost, thus finally abolishing rent, interest, profit, poverty, and 
crime. 

If the city of San Francisco, for instance, owned and operated its own 
water·works and street car lines and appropriated the revenues to public 
use these revenues would be equal, to the total annual municipal tax
ati~n now levied upon our city. Why. should we giv~ this enormous 
amount yearly to gentlemen like Charles Webb Howard and Robert 
'F. Morrow instead of taking it ourselves? 

This, briefly stated, is one of the issues of Nationalism. 
It is an issue of common sense as well. 

h, A LETTER FROM SWEDEN• 

To· th~ Editors of Fruthought: 
Mr. Viktor E. Lennstrand has forwarded your kind letter to 

him and ordered me to reply. The order for two dollars U. S. 
money thankfully received within a few days. I'll send the 
Fritankaren to Mr. George Svensson, Kalamas, Wash., U. S. A., 
and will also send our paper to yourselves. My personal friend, 
Mr. ]. M, Wheeler, of London, sent me a copy of the San Fran.. 
cisco FREETHOUGHT, and I found that you had received a number 
of Fritankaren but were "unable to enjoy any of the good things 
which Fritankaren doubtless contains." I see now by your letter 
to Mr. Lennstrand that some countryman of mine has translated 
from Fritankaren and you kindly republished it in your paper. 
I will send our numbers to you, and if they can be of any direct 
use to you we should be glad. As we have a great many coun
trymen spread all over the U. S. A., we should indeed feel "ery 
much obliged to you if you in your paper would recommend our 
paper to our American countrymen and also to the benevolence 
of the American Freethinkers. Fritankaren is at present the 
only means for Freethought prapaganda in Sweden, while our 
stout-hearted young leader is in prison. He is now sentenced 
for two prosecutions to six months' imprisonment, but there are 
still three undecided, and they will most probably procure him 
nine months' additional imprisonment. 

We hope our American fellow Freethought champions will 
show us their sympathy and' sustain us in the struggle. Weare 
wanting funds to be able to in the long run keep the Freethought 
banner waving upon the air in opposition to clerical and auto
cratical oppression and persecution. 

The Liberals of all professions in Sweden have cheered us by 
their timely subscriptions in order to minimize the prison suffer
inO's of our noble young chief, Lennstrand. 

°Mr. Putnam, I know you are a lecturer in the States and hope 
you will do what you can to recommend us to American Free
thinkers. I will also send wme back numbers of Fritankaren, 
and please to distribute them to those who are Swedes among 
your listeners. The 15th iust. I w:-?te. to the same purpose to 
Colonel Ingersoll and appealed for hIS mterference. 

I was honored with a letter from Mr. E. M. Macdonald, or 
New York, in which he asked for news about the Freethought 
movement in Sweden, and I av~i!ed myself of the opportunity 
and asked him to interest ti ,e Amprican Freethinkers in our be
half. The pecuniary result may be whal it will; it will in any 
case be of very great service to us. The moral assistance would 
be great, for the Swedes are particuh~'!y sensitive to the opinions 
abroad. 

The kind pecuniary assistance from the Freethinkers in· Eng
land when Mr. Lennstrand was for the first time incarcerated ad
vanced our movement greatly, and the unceasing endeavors of 
my dear friend, Mr. J. M. \Vheeler, of London, to make us 
known abroad have proved to be of inestimable value. 

Gentlemen, with the greatest rr;;arcl from Mr. Lennstrand and 
myself, l\Iosf truly yours, OTTO THo!lls~N, 
Secretary to "Utilistiske Samfundet" in Sweden, and bUSIness 

manager of Fritankaren, Stockholm. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 



808 FREETHOUGHT. 

JUDICIAL OATHS. 

II. 

Under the empire the accuser and the accused appeared before 
the judge. .The accuser took an oath thaehis accusation was not 
calumnious, and stated its nature. If the accused did not deny it, 
the accuser filed an indictment, a day was set for trial, the court 
constituted, and time allowed for the production of witnesses and 
documents. Whether the accused could call witnesses other than 
to character is a matter of doubt; the opinion of jurists on this 
point being based on a passage in Quintillian's Institutes and on 
a study of Cicero's orations. But under the civil law as adminis
tered on the continent, up to a recent period, the pr03ecutor only 
could call witnesses. Under the empire torture was used as a 
part of the RQman criminal procedure. The efficacy of the oath, 
though administered by priests and buttressed by solemn religious 
ceremonies, was deemed insufficient to secure truthful testimony. 

The Theodosian Code was compiled about 450 A.D •• and the 
Digest between 530 and 533. The interval between the Twelve 
Tables and the compilation of the Justinian Code was about one 
thousand years. The various L~ges jultee, the statutory basis of 
the Digest, were passed about three centuries after ,the legislation 
contained in the Twelve Tables. What is known as the civil law 
is based on the Digest or Pclndects. 

In the Pandects an oath is defined to be "a religious assever
ation by the invocation of God as an avenger if the juror know
ingly should deceive." This was the result of the modification 
of the Roman law by the Christian emperors. The original 
formsand principles of the Roman law professed to be based on 
reason and not on superstition. The accuser was compelled to 
prove his case, and the burden of proof lay upon him. The ac
cused was presumed to be innocent. 
'. T~e priesthood, however, set little store by simple oaths. They 
reckoned the obligation of an oath by the holiness of the place 
where, or the material objects on which they were taken; and 
when these were relics or places of particular sanctity, they were 
held to have the power of punishing the perjurer, rendering the 
oath thus administered an absolute ordeal. This was the rule in 
St. Augustine's time, 395 to 430 A.D., and the sacredness of the 
relic on which the oath was taken, or of the altar on which it 
Was administered, was believed to give the oath its efficacy. 
Hence superstition encouraged the oath. So did priestly avarice. 
The priesthood derived fees from its administration. They 
'magnified their claim as God's chosen mediators, and as agents 
having power to visit upon perjurers here the vengeance of the 
deity. They maintained the supremacy of Christian emperors 
in civil affairs, for the civil powers admitted their supremacy over 
the morals, the consciences, and religion of their own people. 

The early rules of evidence in judicial proceedings allowed the 
testimony of all persons who knew the facts to be given on the 
tria1. This was the rule of the English common law among the 
Saxons before as well as after the conquest, and no restriction 
existed on account of the religious belief of the witness. 

The oath by the weapon was a common form of swearing 
among the northern tribes of Europe. In the days of Cresar and 
Tacitus, so far as we have any knowledge of the mythology of 
those days, there was no supernatural idea connected with an oath 
by a weapon. In the Germanic, tribes all freemen stood upon 
an equality. Whenever, in time of war, leaders were chosen, 
the armed host pledged themselves to foHow those leaders. This 
pledge of honor, which buund them to the fortune of their tribe 
and to personal allegiance to the leader, was based upon the 
principle of personal honor. It was chivalric in its character. 
The traitor, or deserter, ceased to be a man of honor, was no 
longer ,truthful; and no longer entitled to take his place among 
the freemen of his village. As his weapons constituted the true 
insignia of his honorable standing in his village community, it 
was natural that his promissory oath should be made by touching 
those weapons. In their village moots when any action was taken 
and the votes of freemen called for, they were given by the 
clanging of arms upon the shield. The ceremony of taking an 
oath by the weapon remained so common in Christendom that 
by ·a synodical decree it was forbidden. . 
:. The: Scottish oath; where the witness with upraised hand swears 

to tell the truth as he shall answer to God at the day of judgment;, 
is an example of an oath based upon the Christian idea. The 
English oath was sworn upon a halidome-a holy or sacred ob
ject. This oath in the present form-touching the New Testa
ment and invoking the deity-is the outgrowth of the Christian 
form of the oath after the sixth century. The Icelandic oath 
adopted in the twelfth century was in this form: "Name I to 
witness that I take oath by the ring, law-oath, so help me Frey, 
and Niordh, and almighty Thor, [hlalpi mer sva Frryr, ok Niordh,. 
ok hlfm a/mat/kl Ass] as I shall this suit follow or defend, or witness 
bear or verdict or doom, as I wit rightest and soothest and most 
lawfully," etc. Two of the gods here referred to are the old· 
English gods who~e names we commemorate in Friday and 
Thursday. This is what Tylor calls an oath of conditional favor; 
but it seems in its essence to be an appeal not to vengeance, but 
to the powerful gods above to aid the witness in stating the truth 
with the utmost clearness-a prayer for help rather than an im
precation of vengeance. 

The savage tribes feared the destructiveforces of nature, be
lieving that falsity would bring penalty upon him who uttered it. 
They expected the violation of truth or of a promise would be 
punished in this world; that a curse would follow a man who did 
not keep his pledged word. They believed that a perjurer would 
be punished by accident, disease, or death here; but as men rose 
to a higher point of civilization and began to reason in regard to 
the action of natural laws, and compared opinions with facts, they 
saw that falsehood was not punished in this world by the oper
ation of natural forces. . . 

In the classic time of Greece the effect of reason was seen by· 
the poets and the philosophers, as is shown in the Dialogue of 
Aristophanes. The farmer Strepsiades asks, "Whence comes 
the blazing thunderbolt that Zeus hurls at the perjured?" "You 
fool," replied the Socrates of the play; "you smack of old Kro
nos's times." "If Zeus smote perjurers, wouldn't he have been 
down on those awful fellows, Simon, and Kleonymos, and The
oros? Why, what Zeus does with his bolt is to smite his own 
temple, and the heights of Sunium, and the tall oaks! Do you 
mean to say that an oak tree can commit perjury?" 

Mr. Tylor alleges that the thought of the perjurer being pun
ished in the world beyond the grave is plainly written in the laws 
of Menu: "A man of understanding shall swear no false oath 
even in a trifling matter, for he who swears a false oath goes 
hereafter and here to destruction." This extract must be taken 
in connection with the ethics of the Hindoos. It was a part of 
their religious belief that falsehood once spoken led on by simple 
degrees to the destruction of the person; that it followed him 
through all ~ime to the point where personality was absolutely 
annihilated. A false oath was followed by no severer penalty 
thana false word, as they believed veracity was the key to hap
piness here and to eternal life hereafter. 

Lecky, in his" Historv of European Morals," Vol. 1., p. 294, 
says: "A third and still more important service which Stoicism 
rendered to popular morals was in the formation of Roman juris
prudence. . . .. A deep reverence for law was one of their chief 
moral characteristics, and in order that it might be inculcated 
from the earliest years, it was a part of the Roman system of 
education to oblige the children to repeat by rote the code of the 
Decemvirs." 

The preparation of a code of jurisprudence was begun under: 
Augustus by the Stoic Labea, continued under Hadrian and 
Alexander Severus, and resulted in the compilations of Theodosius 
and Justinian. "In this movement," says Lecky, "we have to 
observe two parts. There were certain rules of guidance laid 
down by the great Roman lawyers, which constituted wh:lt mav·_ 
be called the ideal of the jurisconsults-the ends to which their 
special enactments tended-the principles of equity to guide the 
judge where the law was silent or ambiguous. There were also 
definite enactments to meet specified cases. The first part was~ 
borrowed from the Stoics, whose doctrines and method thus 
passed from the narrow circle of a philosophical academy and' 
became the moral beacons of the civilized globe.... The es·', 
sential characteristics of the Stoical method was the assertion o( 
the existence of a certain law of nature to which it was the end·; 
of philosophy to conform. These tenets were laid down-in the': 
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most unqualified language by the Roman lawyers. "As far as 
natural law is concerned," said Ulpian," all men are equal." 
" Nature," says Paul, " has established among us a certain relation
ship." "By natural law," Ulpian declared, "all men are born 
free." Slavery was defined by Florentinus as " a custom of the 
law of nations by which one man, contrary to the law of nature, 
is subjected to the dominion of another." In accordance with 
these principles it became a maxim among the Roman lawyers, 
that in every doubtful case where the alternative of freedom or 
slavery was at issue, the decision of the judge should be in favor 
of the former. (Ibid, p. 295, 296.) Zeno, the founder .of 
Stoicism, before the time of Christ, laid down the broad principle 
that" all men are equal, and that virtue alone establishes a dif
ference between them." Lecky says that Seneca, "careless of-a 
future world, and profoundly convinced of the supreme ~ajesty 
of man," labored to emancipate his disciples" from every fear 
of God and man." (Ibid, p. 342.) W. S. BUSH. 

(To be Con:lz"nued.) 

THE COLONY OP VICl'ORIA, AUdl'RALIA. 

In order to give an adequate idea of the advancement made 
by the colony of Victoria it is necessary for me to go back forty 
years and place myself in one of the dingy old habitations of the 
squatter of that time, who, for convenience, I shall name Mi'. 
Wether. Here, surrounded by flocks of sheep and a few ticket
of-leave prisoners as slaves, Mr. Wether lives in the most pro
found obscurity. His apparel consists of a European fabric of 
such cut and fashion as recalls at least the memory of a hundred 
years ago. Thus with a greasy cabbagetree hat of native manu
facture Mr. Wether stalks forth, the aristocrat of Australian soci
ety, and such he was and is, for on the opening up of the gold
fields his beef and mutton, which had hitherto been of no value, 
found a ready market at very high prices and Mr. Wether be
came SUddenly wealthy and possessed himself of all the land he 
could grab. The first Victorian Parliament found him in the 
upper house, or Victorian House of Lords, with his distinguishing 
brass collar registered "Sir Wether Ram." Such are the hum
~ugs who call themselves democrats, with a p~r1iament presided 
over by an impostor appointed in Downing street who entertains 
all the royal beggars who reach these shores at the expense of the 
working classes of the colony. But I shall deliver them over to 
be dealt with by Mr. Symes and proceed to something else. 

A decidedly radical change is taking.place in the sentiment of 
the people of these colonies; they are no more all loyalists and 
jubilant over the long reign of a worthless monarch. The Lib
erator newspaper has opened their eyes to the trickery of their 
rulers and the sinister and clandestine scheme of confederation 
of the empire-a scheme which would pin Australia to the apron
string of Great Britain for all time. But the radical spirit is up, 
and the people are oay by day getting more alienated from t.he 
crown, and long for an opportunity to assert their right (I may 
say in a c~rtain sense) to home rule, and dismiss the!r foreign 
governors. Great Britain has too many irons in the fire, and this 
one in the southern hemisphere is getting too cold to work into 
the machinery of the empire. Considering the geographical po
~ition of these colonies, their vast territory and resources, there is 
nothing more natural than that they should aim at independence; 
and in all human probability the Australian colonies will become 
a union of confederated republican states. 

From this idea springs their friendly feeling towards America. 
They know that the United States will be the first to acknowledge 
their independence and the mightiest to maintain that acknowl
edgment. If the thundercloud which hangs over Europe should 
burst and draw Great Britain within its vortex, such a course 
'f{ould become absolutely necessary. 

The extreme radical press, the Anarchistic, are at present dis
cussing the subject of individual rights, and after they have dark
ened several pages with their bewildering arguments and their 
metaphysical jargon, they generally arrive at the conclusion that 
anyone of common sense must know, intuitively, that every one 
born into this world has a right to an equal portion of its surface 
and as far under as he wishes to go; but the majority have been 
foiced to accept about six feet under, and no one· was ever yet 

known to grumble when placed in possession of his allotment. 
The great question is, What constitutes right and under what 
conditions is it obtainable? NO\v suppose that there are but two 
individuals in the world and they disputed about the ownership 
of it; morality might give in to brute force and might become 
right, and the stronger of the two would own the whole world 
and all that therein is, including his comrade. This is precisely 
what has been the matter with the world ever since that old bee.., 
hunter l\I03es frightened the people into subjection to rulers with 
that pU3nacious arch-ghost called Jehovah. Seeing, then, that 
our. fathers and great-grandfathers have been swindled out of 
their birthright through dreary centuries, is it not high time th~ 
swindlers should be brought to book and compelled to divide 
what they have got on hand and allow the arrears to stand over, 
as a memento of the reign of that hideous conception whose 
name is destined to become obsolete? F. W. HARRIS. ' 

Upper Yarra, Victoria, Australia. 

ANIMPART1.AL JUDGE. 

Judge Alexander Laidlaw, of the Oakland police court, recent~ 
ly went on a drunk, and while in an intoxicated state smashed 
windows and bull-dozed inoffensive citizens. The authorities 
paid no attention to his violation of the law, and he therefore 
took the matter into his own hands. A daily paper thus relates 
the particulars: 

The dreary, weary, ordinary routine of every-day proceeJings 
in the Oakland police court received a shock yesterday afternoon 
that has not only shaken up the blind-eyed goddess in the Athens 
of the Pacific, but has visibly staggered all the philosophic habi
tues in the corridors of justice. 

During the morning hours, Judge Laidlaw sat upon the bench 
and meted out justice to drunks by ones, by twos, and by threes. 
They all told the same old story, received the same old sentence;
and went the same old way. Oniy once were the proceedings 
interrupted, and that was when old Daddy Harkiss feelingly re
plied to his honor's stern "ten days:" "Them laws was made 
for them as drinks beer and not them as drinks wine. I'm not 
the judge, so I wont say anything about that whirl your honor 
had at the White House." 

"Ten days," repeated the inexorable justice, rubbing his nose, 
but there was a tremor in his tones. 

" Five days," sighed his honor, as the last bibulous pilgrim 
passed up, and Clerk O'Brien looked up with a start. Judge 
Laidlaw was easing his cravat; his face was pale, but determined. 
While the courtroom loungers looked on in breathless awe, he 
began in a voice packed with emotion: 

"Mr. Bailiff, callJAlexander Laidlaw. It seems he has been 
violating an ordinance at the White House." 

Bailiff Mitchell blushed, shifted his position, and lookedap~ 
pealingly from the judge to the spectators. Neither offered any 
assistance, and while he was trying his best to sink through the 
floor, Judge Laidlaw exclaimed gently: "This Laidlaw is re~ 
leased on his own recognizance. Now, Mr. Clerk, enter a charge 
of violating an ordinance of the city of Oakland against this Alex
ander Laidlaw." A tear stood in Clerk O·Brien's eve as he shot 
an appealing glance at the inexorableJ·udge. '.; 

"Enter the charge," sternly repeate the judge. Clerk O'Brien 
sorrowfully complied. . : 

"To that charge I plead guilty," continued his honor, "and
before I pass sentence I deem it my duty to make a few remarks 
concerning this case. That I was drunk, or to use the language:: 
of the ordinance, 'under the influence of intoxicating liquors,' is 
true. That there was no palliation nor extenuation then, nor i$ 
there now, for this offense is also true. That the entire' occur~ 
rence is lamentably, sincerely, and ~adly regretted I can honesk' 
ly state, and I do so state. 

"I, who have sat here day after day, week after week, month 
after month, dispensing justice with an honesty of purpose.. 
sense of justice, and every other motive of right that can possibly;: 
actuate an honest man, cannot pass by the greatest offense of my 
life. Is it right? Is it just? Is it honorable? Is it honest to; 
myself, or to the people of this city, to permit myself to go un-:
puni:ihed for the commission of an offense for which I punish 
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others daily? My answer is No! Emphatically, No!" And 
echoes from all about the courtroom answered" No!" 

For a tramp or ~ vagrant, lost to the world, to his home, to 
his family, to decency and shame, there may possibly be some 
excuse in the commission of an offense of this character, but to 
one of my past standing in this community, there is n0 excuse. 
But for the sake of one I hold most dear and who inculcated 
those early precepts which I shall never forget, I deem myself in 
duty b:mnd to show my manliness and admit frankly and sincere
ly that I have committed a wrong and ask forgiveness for the 
same. 

" I have made this statement freely and voluntarily, and with 
a proper consideration of the fact that many a better man than I 
has' put an enemy in his mouth to steal away his brains,' but I 
sincerely hope that this affair may serve as a warning to all such 
as are beset by that curse of modern civilization, drink." 

"Upon a repetition of this offense, I shall not ask for mercy, 
neither will I expect it." [Cries of "Hear, hear I" from below 
stairs. ] 

" In conclusion I wish to exorrerate and exculpate all persons 
from any blame, whatsoever, whose names have been coupled 
with mine in this unfortunate affair. The sentence of the court 
is that the defendant pay a fine of $50, with the usual alternative." 

The awed spectators never breathed till Judge Laidlaw thrust his 
hands into his own pockets and produced three twenty-dollar 
pieces, ,"hich he solemnly[handed to the clerk, who scrupulously 
returned the exact change. 

CQurt being adjourned, Judge Laidlaw descended from the 
bench and received the congratulations of his admiring friends 
on his light escape. 

TO THB LIBERALS OP CALIPORNIA. 

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state; 
of the American Republic founded upon the Declaration of In
dependen:e; of equal rights and impartial liberiy, are cordially 
invited to meet in Convention at San Francisco on Saturday and 
Sunday, January 25 and 26,1890, at Union Square Hall, 421 
Post street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced upon 
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and preparing meas
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government in the 
state of California, and throughout the nation. 

The main question which is now presented to the Liberals of 
Califorllia, and which demands, on their part, persistent and 
united action, is the Sabbath question. "At a recent meeting of 
the American Sabbath Association of California it was resolved 
to proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign 
to restore. by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper 
position." This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party. 
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people 
to the threatened danger and, by the force of an enlightened 
public opinion, to guard against the passage of any laws by the 
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath 

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at 
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed 
as members of the Convention if they so desire. 

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief 
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and 
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the 
co-operation of every American, without regard t.o belief or non-
belief. S.UWEL P. PUTNAM, President, 

RANFORD \VORTHlNG, 1 EmL s. LEM;\IE, Secretary 
\V. F. FREE;\lAN, A. H. SCHOU. Treasurer, ' 
PHILIP COWEN, J. W. NORTH, First Vice-President. 
\V.M. SCHROEDER, 
W. S. RODGERS, Executive Committee. !
,JOHN ROBINETT, 
. MRS. KATE PARKER,
J. E. CLARK, 
L. MAGENHE1MER, 

"The Story of an African Farm," a good Freethought novel, 
by Olive Schreiner. PIiC'e, 25 cents. 

A GOOD NOTICE. 

The Hanford, Ca1., Sentinel contains the following report of 
Mr. Putnam's lectures at that place: 

The series of three lectures by Samuel P. Putnam, of San 
Francisco, at Pythian Hall last week were well attended, the recent 
lectures of Mr. Underwood having popularized, to some extent, 
the Liberal idea in this community. He is the golden glimmer 
.of eloquence that dances on the sea of thought, while Underwood 
is more of the diver into the depths of logic, coming forth everv 
time with a scientific gem. The audience that loves music and 
the silvery ripple of an eloquent tongue will listen to Mr. Putnam 
untired for hours. His first lecture, "The American Republic," 
was devoted to the attitude of the church toward the state, and 
the growing tendency toward ecclesiastical legislation, his posi
tion, of course, being against any union of religion with civil law. 
The second lecture was, "The Bible and Modern Thought." 
lIe discussed the authenticity of the scriptures, and quoted the. 
words of Luther, .Calvin, Dr. Thomas, and other Christian min
isters, as well as scientific authority, to sustain his position. He 
pointed out what he considered the errors of accepting through 
faith what has been compiled by men in an ignorant and super
stitious age and passed down through generations on the chariot 
of tradition, yet he would not discard the Bible, but would cling 
to it as a literary work, and declared that a truth in it is the 
same as any other truth-eternal, and that an error in it should 
be as much an error as if it were discovered anywhere else. 
Saturday night closed the series with the subject, "The New 
Heaven and the New Earth." The speaker gave some leaves 
from the diary of his own experience. He is a graduate of a 
theological college, and was for several years in the Christian 
ministry. He would have men strive to become honest citizens, 
sympathizing brothers on this ea,rth, as the best preparation for 
any life that is to come. He knew of no future beyond the grave, 
but the cultivation of virtue, justice, and brotqerly love could at 
least fit us for any future existence. The lecturer closed each 
discourse by reciting a be:tutiful poem, and those who heard him 
testify to his candor, his captivating eloquence, and gentlemanly 
treatment of his opponents in the realm of thought. 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

Turner's luck to::>k him from a salary of twelve dollars a week, 
and lifted him into our national legislature with the modest in
come of $5,000 a year-a sudden change in the life of this boy 
of .twenty-eight. This" presto change" will either ruin or make 
him; if the latter, there is a great future before him in this demo
cratic city, for the multitude is hungry for a new name, for a new 
m~n. Almost anything is within his reach, certainly the mayor
alty. Mr. Coilier, a truckman, nominated himself as an oppo
sition candidate, distributed his own ticket, and polled over 
1,100 votes. The poor fellow will, in all probability, be for
gotten before another year rolls round. Lightning is not apt to 
strike as anticipated. Queer things happen in politics. Cum
mings represented the sixth ward in the last congress and voted 
against the Mills bill. He was dropped last fall for that vote, 
but this fall he has been elected to take" Sunset" Cox's place. 
Mr. Turner goes to Washington with the best wishes of New. 
York. No one envies him. All rejoi_ce at his good luck. 

Daniel Dougherty has had his say at Baltimore, and now 
comes Dr. McGlynn with his Sunday night talk. He thinks 
that no Catholic could be elected to the presidency. He rather 
rejoices at this, if I am able to judge by the meager report of 
his remarks. He, however, thinks there is an unfair and ungen
erous prejudice against the Catholic church in this country. 
\Vell, why should there not be? What has that church ever 
done to disarm that prejudice? Is not every Protestant, in her 
eyes, a heretic, and has she not in her heart, if not al ways in 
words, cursed them and sent them to perdition? Is she not 
straining every muscle to undermine our common school system? 

Dr. McGlynn said that all this prejudice was based upon the 
fear which the citizens of this country had of the Catholic eccle
siastical political machine, which has no end in view save its own 
aggrandizement,.and he thought that until this ambition for tem
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penal power was eradicated from the leaders of the church, this 
bar to the presidency would exist. "It is the truth, and I am 
prepared to give names that the pope is coquetting with his de
sire to send a papal ern bassador to the seat of government at 
Washington. " 

We think there is something more 'in this deep-seated feeling 
against it than the doctor suggests. This is not a Catholic coun
try, and nothing but a lowering of its pretensions, and a modifica
tion of its theology can wipe out; or even lessen this prejudice. 
There is one thing our citizens are blind over; New York is pay
ing the Catholic institutions to educate our waifs to Catholicism; 
paying to bring our children up in superstition and religious in
tolerance. Is San Francisco doing the same thing? 

Colonel Ingersoll will deliver the annual address before our 
State Bar Association on· the third of January, subject, "Crimes 
~o-ainst Criminals." We can look for something fresh and 
grand. The fair fund continues to increase. The committee 
does not intend stopping at any limit this side of $10,000,000. 
A little ambitious, I think. If absolutely necessary, it could be, 
raised, but it won't be. The fight now goes to Wa.shington. 
The chances are that it will be a "fizzle" if held here; if it is 
held in an inland city it will be "flunk." It is ridiculous to suppose 
that foreigners are going to reship their goods a thousand miles 
inland. What would the French exhibition have amounted to if 
it had been held at Lyons? 1.'hese exhibitions are worthless 
shows anyway. \Vhat did the one in'76 do towards extending 
our foreign trade? The amount subscribed to date is $5,II..6,000. 
The investigation of the Dock department shows the same cor
rupt methods of swindling the city. The commissioners, to say 
the least, are three incapable men, whom the mayor ought to re
move at on~e, but it is not to be expected. Why such men 
were appointed is a mystery. Nothing in their career showed 
any fitness for the position: But in this town fitness is an un
known quantity; the ., political pull" is the potential factor gov
erning appointments. Grant is no more to be blamed than 
Hewitt or Edson or Grace, or even old Havermyer. There are 
plenty of honest, capable democrats in New York, who would 
gladly accept such an appointment, but such men have no pull, 
consequently men like Matthews and Crane fill our offices of 
trust. Where is the fault? Is it in the times, the people, or in 
our system of government? . 

In J. A. Cruzan's address before the San Francisco Nationalist 
Club, November 18, I find this, "are driving small farms into 
bankruptcy, and have compelled over eight hundred families in 
New Hampshire alone to abandon their farms for lack of re
turn sufficient for their maintenance." That a large number of 
farms have been, in one sense, abandoned in that state is true, 
but not for the cause this gentleman states. New Hampshire is 
a large importer of corn and flour. Almost every farmer in that 
state buys every year more or less of those two articles, so the "bo
nanza farms" of the West, instead of injuring the farmers of New 
Hampshire, are a positive benefit, giving them cheap corn and 
flour. There is one thing, or rather two, which hits the New 
Hampshire farmer hard; one is the sending dressed beef east, and 
the other, the large cattle ranches of the West. The failures of 
the cattle kings have forced so many cattle on the market, west 
and east, that the price of beef has dropped to a point in this 
section almost ruinous to the farmer. But as soon as this sur
plus is \vorked off, there will be a rebound in price!>. The cause 
of farms being abandoned in New Hampshire is the decay of 
families. The young boys go to the cities, south or west, and 
when the old man dies, there is no one to take his place and till 
the old homestead. These farms are not given back to the wil
derness. They are still owned by some one, and in a way culti
vo:tted. In most instances some one occupies the house, some 
have been .1 turned out to pasture." The farmers of New Hamp
shire as a rule are more prosperous to-day than they ever were. 
They have better houses, barns, horses, carriages, and harnesses 
than they ever had before. They dress their wives and children 
better tha~ they did thirty years ago; they also have better schools 
than when I was a boy. There is nothing in the life of the New 
Hampshire farmer for anyone to mourn over, or to write essays 
on. He is prosperous and contented. EUDORUS. 

New York, Dec. 4, 1889. 

INCIDENTS IN THE HISTORY OP SCIENCE. It 

BY JUDGE J. W. NORTH. 

In attempting on this occasion to'call your attention to science, 
and to some incidents in its history, I can touch only upon a 
very few points, and leave yon to look into them more at leisure 
for yourselves. The field is illimitably broad; we can only glance 
at it. 

Let us first inquire, what is science? The best answer I can 
give is that it is knowledge-systematized knowledge--:not 
guesswork, not mythology, not legend or tradition, but knowl
edge based on evidence. If all the facts concerning any given 
subject are collected and methodically arranged, the knowledge 
we get from them is called the science of that subject. 

Science is as broad as the universe, as far-reaching as the tele
scope, as minute as the objects revealed by the microscope. It 
takes account of the earth on which we live, its size, its form, its 
motion, its climates, its productions. It takes note of its forests 
and its flowers, its strata and its hidden treasures; its infinite va
riety of animal life, from the invisible insect to the behemoth, 
from the humming-bird to the eagle, from the tiny fish that in
habit our smaller streams to the monsters of the deep. 

Science also reads the heavens, tracing the planets in their 
orbits and the stars in their courses. It uses them in determin
ing and dividing time; and by teaching the navigator his latitude 
and longitude, it guides him through unknown seas and leads him 
safely to his destined haven. We may say of it, and without irrev
erence, what the Psalmist said in addre~sing the deity: "If I 
take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost part of 
the sea, even. there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me." 

Science guides the commerce of the world and every civilized 
industry; it superintends the building of our ships and railroad~, 
our telegraph and telephone lines; it furnishes us with the indis
pensable friction match, also with the illuminating gas and the 
electric light; it gives us protection from lightning, and informs 
us' of coming storms days before their arrival. 

It enables nations to converse together over mountains, across 
deserts and under oceans, as though they were assem bled in a 
social circle; it enables us to read the world's doings of yesterday 
before we sit down at our breakfast tables. 

Coming down to man it furnishes minute kno\vledge of the 
wonderful structure of the human body, and the still more won
derful structure of the mind. It affords protection from disease 
and relief from suffering. It guides in the construction of our 
homes, in the preparation of our clothing, of the food we eat, the 
water we drink, and the very air we breathe. Science makes the 
difference between savage and civilized life; between the Indians 
of our mountains and the statesmen who compose our govern
ment. It guides every step in the progress of civilization. 

The origin of science cannot now be fixed with certainty. 
Long centuries before our era, wise and thoughtful men were 
earnestly seeking truth, and notwithstanding numerous mistakes. 
they caught glimpses of some truths that have stood the test of 
time and have come down to us through the ages, forming 'a 
part ofthe science of our day. 

At the commencement of the Christian era, science scarcely 
existed, even in name. The ideas of Pythagoras, asserting the 
globular form of the earth and its revolution, had survived but 
to meet the earnest hostility of the early Christian fathers. Ex
aggerated ideas of the" Books of Moses" had early taken pos
session of the leading minds of the church, and there seemed no 
limit to the claim set for them. Deeming these books to con
tain not only the unadulterated truth, but all truth, everything 
outside of them, or opposed to them, must be necessarily false. 
This unfortunate position dominated the entire church, and. of 
course, presented an insurmountable obstacle to all progressive 
learning. Science and civilization have heen retarded many 
~undreds of years by this absurd folly of really good but mistaken 
men. . 

Tertullian (A. D. 200) held that the If Books of Moses" were 
ff not only all truth, but that all truth was contained in them." 

*A lecture delivered before the Unity Society of Fresno. 
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• Lactantius, more than a century later, in referring to the "he
retical doctrine of the globular form of the earth" and its revolu
tion, says, "Is it possible that men can be so absurd as to believe 
that the crops and trees on the other side of the earth hang down
ward (" 

St. Augustine, about the year 400, says: "It is impossible 
there should be inhabitants on the other side of the earth, ::;ince 
there is no such race mentioned in scripture among the descen
dants of Adam:" And then he adds, what he evidently thinks 
a complete refutation of the idea: "In the day of judgment, 
men on the other side of the earth could not see the Lord de
scending through the air." 

At this period the whole influence of the church was brought 
to bear to rebuke or frown down everything that savored of science. 
The most eminent bishops spoke contemptuously, saying that 
they did If not trouble themselves with such things." The lesser 
lights'dea.lt in absurd denunciation. 

(To 6~ Co1tti1tu~d.) , 

LESS CARPING! 

. iTo THE EDITORS OF FREETHOUGHT: Let me say a word to 
Liberals. Are we Secularists, or hobbyists, which ( I consider 
all this harsh criticism in our ranks regarding other$' opinions 
and their various shades of belief, whatever they may be, as ab
solutely detrimental to Freethought and Secular work. What 
belief others entertain is no one's business so long as they fulfil 
their. duties as Secularists by favoring and supporting Secular 
work. A true Liberal should be employed in better work than 
flinging sarcasm at those who entertain views different from his. 
All such clashing creates dissension in our Secular work and rc
tardsthe progress of the Union. The question is not as to what 
you believe, but what are you willing to do for Secular work (the 
welfare of the human race) and the American Secular Union? 
All who wish to promote these objects and help to support the 
Nine Demands (which is the work of the A. S.U,)~count them 
in, and stop this clashing and brewing dissension in regard to 
what opinions others entertain. It has no business in our Sec
ular Union, or in our sepa.rate Secular work. Let us rise above 
it; then -there will be no such' word as fail. President West
brrookhas well said, "If the movement for secularizing the state 
is kept.on the narrow basis advocated by some of our friends, it 
would 'take ten thousand years." It would be well for many 
Secularistc; to' memorize the letter of President Westbrook as 
published in the Truth Seeker of Dec. 7, and constantly bear in 
miud what the Secular Union is organized for. 

, 	 R. H. SCHWARTZ. 

On the Trail. 
To th~ Editors 0/ Fndhought: 

After my long ride down the Snake river, I changed to the cars at Ri
paria, passed through Walla Walla at daybreak, arrived at Pendleton, 
on the main line, at 9 A.M., and took the through overland train for 
Portland. From Pendleton to The Dalles it is one continuous desert of 
sand and sagebrush. The wind was blowing almost a hurricane, and 
the air was so thick with flying sand that we could see but few feet from 
the car window. We had to stop several times ,for the Chinamen to 
shoyel off tre sand, that had drifted upon the .track. Immense drifts of 
sand were piled up mountain high on both sides of the railroad, and for 
miles I saw the sand clear up to the tops of the telegraph poles, so that 
the wires were lying in it. In many places, the fences were buried 
twenty to forty feet deep 'in the sand-dunes. The railroad company 
has tried' all kinds of devices to stop the sands of this wind-swept desert 
from burying up their track and other property, but without much ap
parent success. I think they will have to erect snowsheds for over a 
hundred: miles, and these would soon be buried many feet,deep, and 
simply make a long, dismal tunnel. This desert of the Columbia is one 
of the most dreary imaginable, and does not impress the traveler from 
the east,: after his long ride over the sand and alkali plains of Idaho and 
Wyoming, that Oregon is very much better. But at length we are out of 
the dismal waste, and among the bluffs and mighty gorges of the Colum
bi~ with its basalt .cliffs. The riyer, at this point, runs with frightful ra
pidity through a narrow. channel it has cut in the black rocks; in fact, 
it seems that' one could ~lmo~tstep !cross the rushing, foaming river, so 

narrow is the channel. The next moment it is divided into several chan
nels that seem .to be mere creeks; and yet this is one of the mightiest 
and grandest rivers in America. Here is the place where the govern
ment has expended millions in cutting canals around these terrible rapids, 
and will expend, perhaps, hundreds of millions more, in order to have 
the upper and lower river connected by navigation. The forces that 
have been at work in cutting down this river channel through the mighty 
snowcapped Cascades are beyond computation. Millions of years must 
have rolled away while the slow work of erosion has been going on. 
The scenery at this point is grand beyond the power to express~ The 
change from the wind-swept sand-plains to the falls and rapids of The 
Dalles in the

O 

Columbia is a picture no artist can paint or poet rhyme
nothing on the continent can excel it, save, possibly, the chasm of the 
Colorado in Arizona. 

A snort of the iron horse and a jerk, and we leave this workshop of 
nature, and are soon in another world, in the green fields and vine-clad 
hills in western Oregon, where winter never comes; but the gentle rains 
come pattering softly down, for weeks and months, and the hills and 
valleys ever bloom with choicest flowers that make this fair land an 
earthly paradise. I arrived at Portland at 9 P.M., where scores of old 
friends meet me and bid me welcome. The next Sunday I speak for the 
first society of Spiritualists, in one of the best hall~ in the city, to a fine 
audience. Then as the rains come down apparently never to terminate, 
I am off by the night overland express, for the city by the Golden Gate, 
to rest awhile from my tramp" On the Trail." D. C. SEYMOUR. 

Mrs. Krekel. 

To th~ Editors 0/ Fruthought : 


We were favored with two lectures by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel on the last 
evening of last month, and first of this; subjects, "Evolution of 
Thought and Progress of Ideas," and "Natural Morality Superior to The
ological Restraint as a Safeguard to Society." There was a fair attendance 

and good attention. We, as Liberals, were highly plea.sed with the 
subject and the way it was handled. I don't see how it could otherwise 
than favorably impress all who were Liberal enough to attend, as there 
was no ridiculing Christianity, which seems to be a predominant feature 
with some of our ex-Christian Liberals. I hope the Liberals on this 
coast will keep Mrs. Krekelin the field, and extend the hand of hospi
tahty to the woman who dares face the world alone. She deserves the 
best we, as Lib~rals, can do for her. I am not alone in this opinion, and 
I feel confident aU who hear her wiII join me in her prais<:'. 

Fraternally, JENNIE VOSE GRAHAM. 

Mrs. Waisbrooker. 
To th~ Editors 0/ Fruthought: 

Mrs. Lois Waisbrooker lectured as announced on the evening of De
cember I; her subject was "God Manifest in the Flesh." It was well 
delivered and well received. For fear of being misunderstood on the 

• God question, 	she said: "If God is anything like the common con
ception of him, he should be put down in the deepest pit of his orthodox 
hell and have mountains of sulphur and brimstone piled on him to burn, not 
forever, but till some of that 'infinite' selfishness was scorched out of 
him." She was to have delivered another lecture as a sequel to this~ 
but lack of health and an engagement with the Portland Secular Society 
prevented. Yours, MAURITZ S. LIDEN. 

Milwaukee, Or., Dec. I I. 

THE lecture at St. George's Hall on "How to Fall in Love 
with ,Your Mothe~-in-Iaw, and Hereditary Descent," last Sunday 
evenmg, was well attended. It was something entirely new and 
~v~ mUCh. appreci~ted. The readings of character, giving leading 
InCIdents In the hIstOry of persons in the audience, with a horo
scope of their future, is a peculiar feature and creates much 
amu~ement. Another free lecture will be given' next Sunday 
evenmg, Dec. 22, at 7.30, at 909i Market street. Private 
receptions and delineations every day after ten o'clock at 841 
Market street, room 22, by Professor Seymour. * * * 

S. P. Putnam's Leoture Appointments for December. 

San Diego ...•....December. 22 San Jacinto •• December 26, 27 0 •• _ 

. Perri~. • . ... .. .. .. " 23 Los Angeles ..... -" 29 
Leon ...... :...... " 24 

http:lights'dea.lt
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THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 

Faith or Agnosticism. 


A series of articles 

-from-


The North American Review 

-by-

REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

The discussion upon which are based 

the Remarks of 


Hon. vV. E. Gladstone. 


Price 50 cents. Sold by :Putnam & Macdon
ald, 504 Kearny ..t., San Francisco, California . 

THE GLO~Y.-
-e OF IqfTIDELITY 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

H The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks' 
with the best speeches of the Congress.-New York Truth Seeker. . . ;; 

Putnam's "Glory of Infidelity" is one of the ablest defenses of Freethoughtto[ 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. BECK. : '. ~ 

I believe I express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lectureo£:: 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platforni" 
-a platform famous for t~e talent it affords. "The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles': 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. ... ' 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CENTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Francisco, Cat 

we tDoultl call OU1' Beaders a.ttention to tM abOtJe ojfer, and wO'Uld advise a~ 
flJhoa1'e not enJoyi1!f1 good health,to write at once to the OEBM.A..N ELECTB:I..,-:, BELT,AGENCY, P. O. BOX 1.78,BBOOKLYN, N. Y. MenUtmtRJI '''ts paper. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT 


WETTSTEIN'S 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order ofWETTSTEIN, who has been established in tl\e same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

LATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
casc, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-ounce 
Coin Silver casc, $11, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.50. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 
dust-proof case, $2 extra. In best open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; I I 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others! 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
' for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 
3-ounce coin SlIver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases, $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD \VATCHES.-All hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set' with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35 . for $25; 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$500, for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

RINGS AND EMBLEMS.'-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and bes·t Plated 
Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 
prices or send better goods. 

SUNDRIES. 
Best Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 

Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 
(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3°
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.50 

Best Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 
6 Rogersllros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings -7° 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
" Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $5 to 15.0 0 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 
Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

. returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 

OTTO WETISTEIN, Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 
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arcul<lr3 Free. 

Men, Women,. and Gods. A Short History of the Bible. 
By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Being a popular account of the formation and 

remedies for this class of diseases. As I am an out au~o~G. Ingersoll. Price,-So cents. Development of the Canon. By BrOnliOQ C. Llb~ral I trust the FreetlUnkers of the Land will . -ou 
Keeler. Price, So cents. their patronage, and not wasts their time and mlllVe mei 

ChristJan doctol'l$o . . l>JI.. ¥ULOO::: OD 

NEW BOOKS. 
Any of the following works may be ordered 

through this office, and will b.:! sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1.00• 

.. The book is of most excellent spirit and great
ability."-Public Opinion. 

"Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand 
!Inites the riv~l th~ories of the Idealists and Real
lsts."-Watts s Lzterary Guide. . 
• "Dr. Carus expounds the principles of Monism 
In a most able manner, and wi th so little technical
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure."-Secular Tlzougltt, Toronto. 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS 

A .Study i~ Experimental Psycholol?:Y. By Alfred 
Bwet. Pnce, 75 cents. 

.. The essays constitute a powerful ar.d masterly 
~~~~ey~:~o~~~~~~.supported by observed facts." 

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. By F. Max 
l'tfMter. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the Science of Langu"ge " 
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. . . 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price 

15 cents. Being a disquisition upon the deve': 
orment of the idea of God in human thought and 
history. 

•• An effort to purify our idea of God."-Li'te
,.ar,Y World, London. 

"The writer defines God as .. The Ethical Life 
of ~ature," and supports his definition with much 
solid argument."-IVatts's Literary Guz'de,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR. A Controversy be
!~~~~t:'Vlteelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 

" In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
c~ear the a{mospl~ere of the clouds that frequently 
dim the honest mmd."-Elite N~ws, Chicago. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSIC1AN, and 
the .mest suc~essful Un his 

::~l;1t~r::e~18 t~;tiIroct~ 
treats all thofle peculiar dis
eases of young and middle
aged men such as s~minal 
wea~nt!~s, iro.,otency, &c., re
sultIng frODI mdescrd:ou and 
ignor.anc:e of youth. 1'hosc who 
are ail,ng should send ten (10 
cents for his book .. Private 
Coun~dlor," setting forth an 
external Application-

A POSITIVE CURE 

. The. book fs worth many
times Its cost, and shOUld be 
r.ea« by the young for iUst.ruc
hl:n and the afHicted f, rrdief 

~II Communications Strictly Confidential. . 
Plam Envelopes used. The bo()k spoken of sent s led 

Address, DR. R. P. F~LLOVfS, VINELAND NEW Jt:~a . 
t:lay where you saw this Advertisement.' ::lEY 

[From the Washington National View J 
n~. Fellows, of Vineland, New Jersey offers his valuable 

se~vlces to !!ol! thos~. f~ ,need of ~ kind, sympathetic and 
skillful. physIcian. Smllhar allvertlsements from unreliable 
practitIOners have been assailed aud exposed by th . 
!Jut,.Dr. Fellows, a specialist, in hiS line, stanus f;rr.1CSsi 
In hl,B profession, and. the encomiums showered UDon llJ,?s
pubh~ly as we~l .as In private, are 1!attering eviden Imr; 

I 
the high appreCiatIOn and confidence his long and c c('"~ 0 
~ious dt:v~lion to ~is specialties in his profession h,lIfC en
Justly mented for Lim, and it is safe to trust him. ave so 

A Testilnollial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., AUg. ]2. 1888 

. DR. ~. P: FELLOWS-Dear Sir: The remedy ou sen~ 
!s workmg hke a charm. I:lm completely surprise!the wa 
lt acts upon the organs. ~ave only been USing it one weel 
and that weaknesss, (semmal weakness) is coming out Ii 
right. Yours resvectfully, J. R. a 

REMARKS-The above is a fair sample of the hundred 
testimonials received from all parts of the United St ~ of 
fro~ young, mJddlol ·aged and elderly men, SUffering: es. 
vanous kinds of sexual complaints but who are now ro~ 
by my External Application, the 'greatest of all k Cure 
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 

Republio of North Amerioa 

BY A CAPiTALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present condition~ of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

tis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The remedy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of 
the future Republic of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
orusly written .. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 


SCHOOLS.-THE. NEW 

AhiERICAN PARTY, 


A Criticism by IIJefferson." 
Price, 10 cents. Address 

'PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

ROMAN RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 2 5 cents; ten 
copies, 50 cents. Address 

PUTNAl\I & MACDO~ALD. 

",!hy Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
unacquainted with the character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I .50. 

Address this office. 
~----------------------------------

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES.. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on pruba
bility, and not alwiYs resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
in~s. Price, paper, $100; cloth, $1 50. 

The Open Court. 
AWeeklyJournal of Reverent Freethought. 

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 
Ethics, and Religion. 

Subscription/or twdvt months, $2.00. 

--Specimen Copies free on application.-

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO., 
16g-175 L~ Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

P. O. Drawp.r F. 

..THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A Discussion between G1adsto'le,.Huxlcy,. Mul}'~, J.jnt~n

Reville on the ContUc$ between Gene81»' • Geo1oa 

.ne-. 60 CC1Jw, 

THE· 'LATEST FASHIONS 


.:..... 

BUSINESS SUITS FOR.................................................... $25.0'0 
DRESS SUITS FOR ..................................................... ' .. 35.00 
PANTS TO ORDPoR FOR.................................................. 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application. 
C~.A.S F. :BUR..C1r-.tv.I:.A.N". 

TAILOR, 
-·-101 FIFTH STREET 101

~--------------------

Pl\CIPIC Cl\.!{RIAGE C(). 
BUSINESS OFFICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

OLI',rl<:R If INCKI,~:Y SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 --and2'07 Sutter St. 
N Wand S W Corners Kearny and Sutter Sts. 


Telephone 1950. 


A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I 1l1vite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A.. CLARK. ClIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARK BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Gatalpas tor Timber Oulture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Thf:ir Nurseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled bnd Delivered on Short Notice. 
Special Attention Given to Planting 

and Caring of Orchards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS., 
P.,O. Box 0, San Jacinto, Cal. 

l1{ELVlSBURG's 'W"ORKS. 
o 0 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it i. 
unexcelled. Among the subjects con~idered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization; the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. «l 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washington, 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price IS cents.' 

Bible Mora!s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by ~cripture; Falsehood and Deception; 
Chea: lUb; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and 
.Prostiluliun; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and 
llersecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. CI This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
':iunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab. 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
,Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
T "we: ., p.';n... .,1: "t'nh: t; "(){li~s. to" f) 

, WASHBURN'S WORKS. 

The False Teachings of the Christian Cburch. 
PIke, 10 cents. 

Sunday and tbe Sabbath. Price, 10 

.The Foolishness of Prayer•. Price, 

The Catholir. Church and the Public 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was lasus Insane? Price, 10 Gents., 

cents. 

10 cents. 

Schooia: 
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Call Me Not Dead.=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,:= I 
[Published ~y request.]

A system of easily-comprehended rules and 
Chart by which anyone can readily 

learn to cut Dresses, Basq ues, etc., 
in the most perfect manner. 

It contains the best ideas 
resulting from thirty 

years experience 
with Dress 

Charts 
and Tailor 

systems. It is 
adapted to the mod

ern requirements of dress, 
and is used and indorsed by 

the best professional dressmakers 
of the East. It js as far superior to old 

methods as the steam car is to the stage. 
Price of the Chart, with full instructions, $10. 
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
a short time. Write for particulars if you are 
at all interested in matters of household econo
my. This chart will save any family five times 
its cost in a single year. 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. WTo take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

S. P. TA Y LO R & CO., 
Manufilcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, h-ews, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPER BAGS, TWINE. 

l'ioneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


41.4 and 41.6 Clay st., S. P. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery_ San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

ropowing that there is no authority for the 

Sunday laws~ either Human or 


" Divine." 

Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 

The Bible, What Is It? A pamphlet containing 
eight chapters in refutation of the assumption 
that the Bible is a divine book of pure thought, 
and correct in all its utterances. Price 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposition of the 
biblical story of man's creation and curse, theo
logically denominated "the falL" Price 10 

·'cents. 
The Divinity of Christ. Showing that none of the 

passages of scripture claimed to predict the 
. coming of Christ has any reference to him. 
, Price, 15 cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

He who died at Azim sends 
This to comfort all his friends. 

Faithful friends, it lies, I know, 

Pale and white, and cold as snow; 

And ye say, "Abdallah's dead"

Weeping at the feet and head. 

I can see your falling tears; 

I can hear your sighs and prayers. 

Yet I smile and whisper this: 

I am not the thing you miss! 

Cease your tears and let it lie; 

It was mine, it is not I. 


Sweet friends, what the women lave 

For the last sleep of the grave 

Is a hut which I am quitting, 

Is a garment no more fitting; 

Is a cage, from which, at last, 

Like a bird my soul has passed. 

Love the inmate, not the room; 

The wearer, not the garb-the plume 

Of the eagle, not the bars 

That kept him from the splendid stars. 


Loving friends, oh rise and dry 

Straightway every weeping eye! 

What ye lift upon the bier 

Is not worth a single tear. 

'Tis an empty sea-sheIl-one 

Out of which the pearl is gone. 

The shell is broken, it lies there; 

The pearl, the all, the soul is here. 

'Tis an earthen jar whose lid 

Allah sealed, the while it hid 

That treasure of his treasury-

A mind that loved him, let it lie, 

Let the shards be earth once more, 

Since the gold is in his store. 


Allah glorious! Allah good! 

Now thy world is understood-

Now the long, long wonder ends; 

Yet ye weep, my foolish friends, 

While the man whom you call dead 

In unhroken bliss instead, 

Lives and loves you-lost, lost 'tis true, 

In the light that shines for you; 

But in the light you cannot see, 

In undisturbed feIicity-

In a perfect paradise, 

And a life that never dies. 


, Farewell, friends, yet not farewell, 

Where I go, you too shall dwell, 

I am gone before your face-

A moment's worth, a little space, 

When you come where I have stept, 

Ye will wonder why ye wept; 

Ye will know, by true love taught, 

That here ~s all and there is naught. 


He who died at Azim gave 

This to those who made his grave. 


Macaulay's" History of England," 5 vols 
by mail, $4. Address this office. ' 

"Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. 

The Individualist, 
A Liberal and Reform Journal, advocating 
Social Regeneration and Industrial Emancipa
tion. Devoted to the rational exposition of the 
Philosophy of Freedom-mental, moral and 
physical; social, industrial and sexual. Com
mands the pens of the best writers in America 
on these subjects. J6 pages. $2 per year. 
Trial subscription three months, 50 cents. Each 
yearly subscriber will receive a copy of Mr. Stu
art's book, "Natural Rights, Natural LIberty 
and Natural Law." Address F. Q. STUART 
Editor and Proprietor, 1653 Blake street, Den: 
ver, Colorado. 

SOMETHING NEW. 
--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
--A COLLECTION OF-- 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
(WORDS AND MUSIC) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 

COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

j"rice ....... - _..•••. _ . ___ . _ ... _$1.50 

Address orders to 
L. K. WASHBURN, 

Revere, Mass. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I here by inform the fruit-growers of California 
that I have Invented a Fruit Drier entirely dif. 
ferent from anything I have ever seen or heard 
of. It is simple in construction, will be run 'by 
steam and, as I firmly believe, will remedy all 
the defects in other family driers-especially 
the Zimmerman, which I have used and under 
stand well. · . 

A model of the above dryer is on exhibition 
at J - H. Redstone's at No. 1509 Market street. 

Mr. Redstone will explain its construction, 
mode of operation, etc., to callers. He i5 also 
authorized to sell the same or organize a com
pany to manufacture and sell said drier on this 
coast. G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 

GOD IN THE STATE, 
By E. A. Stevens, Secretary of the American 

Secular Union. r.. 

-:0:
This is the best presentation of the ar

gument against God in the Constitution, 
ever prepared in a pamphlet of its size. 

-:0:
Price, 10 cents; three copies, 25 cents; 

eight copies, 50 cents. 
Address, Putnam & Macdonald 

504 Kearny st. San Francisco. 

H karat Gold Scarf P~n .. _......................... _.$ 4 .0 
10 karat Gold, small s.lze Badge Pin .................. 2 0 
14 karat Gold, smallsl.ze Badge Pin ........ _._ ....... 275 
14 karaT. Gold. small sIZe Badge Pin with Diamond $5 6 00 
10 karat Gold, Large BaUge }'in .............. _.... :._ '300 
14 karat Gold, Large Badge Pin...................... 4 00 
10 karat Goid. Small Charm (for watch chain) 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Chann (for watch chaill '" _. . 4 50 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain .•••••• 5 00 
]4 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain ..... -. 6 00 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm II .. Diamoi{ci- 14 00 

*This is a full-bodied diamond, Sl't so that It may be 
cleaned~m the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy 
ent~~nor m~~!:~j~e:~eE~~~~~s~nd guaranteed all reple

PUTNAM &; MACDONALD. 

l 

04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, CaL 

Dr. Wood's Rhubarb 81·fters imp~rt a d~1iCIOIlS flavor to a~l drinks, cure dyspepsia, p.romote digestion, an 
regu atse t e bow~ls.. Ask your dealer for them. A .. G. Wood, 323 Eddy
street, an FranCISco, Cal. . . . 

I 
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NEWS AND NOTES•. 

Glorious Southern CaliforIiia--glorious in sunshine and in 
storm; how ,yonderfully' these mingle in beauty, softness, and 
grandeur. The wide plains, the green hills, the sparkling sea, 
the sky filled with masses of clouds, sweeping in gorgeous ranks 
over the blue depths; the wild and rushing rivers that, from the 
bosom of darkness, lift their white banners against the sun; the 
iron horse slowly advancing over the creaking bridge, and anon 
dashing athwart the level spaces; these vast and picturesque 
scenes make the panorama of travel now, and if one has plenty 
of time and can take the varying fortune, whether he "gets there" 
or not, the journey is certainly one of fascinating alternation. 
, When I arrived in Los Angeles it \vas bathed in brilliant sun
light, and the June roses of New England were redolent in its 
radiant gardens. The pulse of the Queen of the Angels still 
beats. The Ct black eye" is scarcely noticeable. Inflation is now 
at an end, and real business proceeds. The Los Angelese realize 
the supreme blessing, "Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he 
shall not be disappointed." They are coming to the gospel of 
hard work and natural resources. The future of, the city is 
assured. New buildings are going up constantly-fine blocks 
and residences. There is an air of improvement. Wealth, 
however, will not come, like Jonah's gourd, in a night, or day 
either, or a year. ,J 

J. E. Clark has removed from his old quarters to 516 South 
Spring street, a new and larger building, but the old flag is flying 
still. Always there is welcome. Ite will divide his last dollar 
with the Secular Pilgrim. He was formerly of Snohomish, when 
the mighty woods were almost untouched by the axe. T!lree 
children are buried there. Stella, on the Columbia river, was 
named after his daughter by a company of friends who, in love 
~ith the musical appellation, so named their abiding-place, and, 

the star shines 0:1 unto this day. Clark was also at Salem, join
ing forces with our transcendental philosopher, C. A. Reed, some 
years ago. I guess the latter will recognize his Materialistic 
ally, who has fought the battle all along the line from Puget 
Sound to San Pedro; and if any place needs his unconquerable 
spirit it is Los Angeles. 

When even'ing shades prevail and the electric lights shine in sil
ver opposition to the golden stars, I climb Mt. Zion, alias Metcalf 
street, to number II, where John Riggin is gracefully wending 
his way to his one hundredth birthday anniversary, amidst flowers 
and greenswards-the white crowns of hills; in the blue distance. 
A warm welcome is here and the firelight is' sparkling. Uncle 
J9hn is eighty years of age and the reminisences of his life extend • 
over a wonderful arc of the nation's history. He was born in 
Maryland, and before he was twenty years of age struck out for' 
the Great West. At that time he was a clerk in a store at the 
munificent salary of thirty dollars per year and board. He' 
thought he could do better. When he arrived at St. Louis it was 
a city of five thousand inhabitants. He was a citizen and pros
perous business man in this city for fifty-three years, and saw its 
expansion from five thousand to five hundred thousand inhabi
tants. During the stormy days of the war he was an unflinching 
Union man, although born in the South, and a slaveholder. ~As 
one of the officials of the city he was in familiar relations with 
Grant and other great generals. He was in the tldck of the con
£lict of public opinion, and it required courage to express his de
votion while so many of his associates were determined to fight 
it out on the other side. He enjoys life to the utmost, for he has 
all that wealth and a delightful' home can give. He believes in.:~ 
Freethought, and is thoroughly interested in all the plans of or
ganization and advancement. He is one of the largest stock
holders in the new Freethought Publishing Company, and has 
the utmost confidence in its success. 

Wednesday, the next day, I hunt up Severance, who, like Jesus, 
is pursuing the honorable avocation of a carpenter. I found 
him at the bench, keen and bright as ever. The readers of 
FREETHOUGHT know that he can write a rattling article and give 
humbug many a shaking. C. C. Stephens also put in an appear
ance ready for work. Up and down the mazy stairs I wend my 
way, and greet the Schroeder Bros., who are willing to give their 
colors to the cause. Others I find. Illinois Hall, a new and 
handsome structure, i!5 secured for the lecture to be given Sunday 
evening, Dec. 29, and if the weather is fair I have no doubt of 
a large audience. My Prohibition friend Bruce is on the alert, 
but he doesn't take any stock in the church racket which is hold
ing such solemn sway at Pomona, Riverside, Orange, and other 
places, where the prayers of Christians so prevail that business is 
almost at a stand-still, and all the whiskey that a man wants can 
be purchased underground. I found Rieman at the post-office 
and shook hands for myself and Wilson, of distant Davenport, 
who will recognize the bond. 
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Wednesday it began to: rain; a little" at a tim"e, and when the 
mantle of night came down, it poured a flood. I was safe in 
John Riggin's mansion, with him and Severance for merry and 
philosophic companions. All night and the next day there was 
a steady flow, and the lower part of the city was something like a 
river. I was due at Norwalk that evening, but the cable cars 
ceased to run and I couldn't get through on foot. So I was put 
upon Riggin's noble steed. I had to take it horseback, for the 
waters were too deep for a carriage. I waded down to Clark's 
and there was a telegraphic dispatch not to come to Norwalk. 
The weather was too bad, and I didn't need any proof of that 
assertion. I stayed at home willingly, and adjourned my lecture 
at Norwalk until the New Year. The next day, however, I 
pushed on to Anaheim. The train was late and I saw nothing 
of my friends K. and L. Parker. I found afterwards that our 
energetic worker, Mrs. Parker, had been thrown from a carriage 
and severely injured. She is now getting better. There was 
n~ chance for a lecture at Anaheim, for Noah himself would 
have been discouraged. I remained until the next day and had 
the pleasure of a vbit with Mr. and Mrs. Bates, S. Littlefield, and 
other friends. 

All the trains were behind, and it was doubtful when I 
could get to Santa Ana, even if I undertook to wade or" swim 
there. However, I ventured forth, and was fortunate enough 
to reach Santa Ana at noon. But the horse cars were not 
running and the mud and water were too mnch for the 
pedestrian, and so I have to charter a hack. This lands me at 
H. A. Newman's, and I am safe for a week a"t least, no matter 
what happens. Good luck, in the. course of an hour or two, 
brings me a conveyance to Edson Smith's" Ten Acres Enough," 
and I rest Saturday night while, with almost redoubled force, 
the rain patters upon the roof. It is a dark outlook for the Sun
day. But the clerk of the weather is in a genial mood and con
clu~es to fling in a day or two of beautiful sunshine, and, indeed, 
a more resplendent day seldom marches along the blue heavens. 
The roads are simply a~ful and the horses have to walk, but the 
white flag over the black flag gives the signal of hope, and the 
breezes blow from the sea,' and the mountains lift their shining 
foreheads without a cloud up en them, and the blu~ expands its 
glowing canopy until only along the far horizon gleam the misty 
splendors of the departing storm phalanx. I find over a hundred 
present at the hall in the afternoon, and a hundred and fifty in 
the evening. Had not the roads been almost impassable, over 
twice that number would have attended. As it was five minis
ters were in the audience, and I feel that, on the whole, I did a 
pretty good day's work. 

Sunday night I spent at Hotel Richelieu, wh~re the Goepper 
Bros. make the traveler happy, and especially myself. I had the 
pleasure, also, of visitin~ Mrs. Florence Porter, who, with Emil 
Goepper and brother, furnished excellent music for the lectures, 
which was a most inspiring alliance. Mrs. Porter has the courage 
of her convictions and is a noble and enthusiastic adherent of 
Freethought-not as a thought only, but as a living life and help 
to the world. ' 

Monday morning friend :Smith takes me over to Tustin and 
round about, and I have a chance to see what a beautiful country 
surrounds Santa Ana, and the splendid possibilities for the future. 
Santa Ana is now the county-seat of Orange county, and its pros
perity is undoubted. It is the centre of a fertile territory. 

A call on Baker, of the Standard, gives one new vim. He is 
an editor with back-bone, who says what he means and means 

what he says. His paper is the most popular in the county, for 
it is a live journal. 

Monday evening I spend with Mr. and Mrs. Bradley, of Wa
hoo, Neb., but who find refuge from cyclones in this lovely val
ley. They are earnest Liberals and will help to make Santa Ana 
a blnner town for Freethought. " So will Mr. and Mrs. Cone, 
lately from Kansas, where the Catholic riot has made such a stir, 
and where his brother holds the fort. The Cones. both of them, 
are splendid soldiers of liberty. ' 

Tuesday morning Herman Goepper drives me over to Orange 
and vicinity. Father Goepper is a philosopher indeed. He has 
fought the battle of life and in thoughtful age dwells in the tents 
of peace. He has deeply considered theology, and from the 
bosom of the church has traveled to the open fields of the 
universe. 

Orange is a pretty place, but it is in the clutches of ecclesiasti
cal prohibition ,and has the doleful aspect of a graveyard. What 
is the valueof temperance, u~less it is the voluntary life of the 
people? 

Journeying homewards we encounter Seymour, not Professor, 
but "Brick" Seymour, very much like Brick Pomeroy in the 
originality of his ideas and expression. He says he is three parts 
Irish and one part Indian. I guess the diagnosis is correct. At 
any rate he h'lS plenty of Milesian wit. He is a graduate of 
New York politics and amused us with tales of Fenton, Conkling, 
and the" Bald Eagle," etc. H.7 was working on his wedding 
suit, he told us. I should judge by its appearance that the suit 
was about a century old~. But Seymour sticks to the substance 
of things and not to" the looks. He is trem endousIy radical, 
and could overthrow a whole legion of clergymen if he could 
get a chance to talk at them. " 

The Sabbath Union held its convention while I was" at Santa 
Ana, and a local organization was formed, and names, especially 
hose of boys and girls who hardly know what they are signing, 

were attached to a petition for a Sabbath law in California. So 
the lines are forming, and next winter the conflict will open with 
hot shot, and it is to be hoped that the Liberals will not be be
hind hand with their artillery. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, the agent of the Sabbath Union, 
made the affirmation that I had refused to debate with him; but 
when or where I had not the slightest knowledge. In order, 
however, to settle the question as to whether I was ready to de
bate with him or not, a challenge was immediately issued to him 
by my friends; but, strange to say, the valiant gentleman could 
nowhere be found to answer the summons. At last accounts, he 
has not put in an appearance. He will be compelled to meet 
me in debate, or back down, if it takes all winter and summer 
to find him. 

My friend Smithwick, over four score years of age, never 
takes a back seat when the flag of Freethought is unfurled. 
He is there every time, with the best of them. So is Newman 
who wished me all manner of good luck as I said good-bye, al: 
most swimming through the mud to reach the horse-car creeping 
like a snail to the Santa Fe station. 

Edson Smith has been married since I was here, and his beau
tiful ho:ne is bright with mingling hope and memory. The 
trees.are blooming all the year round and the fruits glisten. The 
incubator flourishes and hundreds of chickens peep forth, and 
the ducks are coming, too. Smith h'is bet a Thanksgiving dinner 
that he will raise a thousand ducks this year, on ten acres. The 
incubltor is a decided improvement for ducks. An incubated 



FREETHQUGHT. 81g 

duck fed like Captain jinks's horse, on corn and beans. surpasses 
the wild duck and is becoming the favorite of the market. Such 
are the blessings of evolution, and there is something new.under 
thekun; What would Solomon say to an incubator? He would 
not cry all is vanity and vexation of spirit, if he could partake of 
a. modern duck r~ised on dry land, kindled to birth by the flame 
of a' kerosene lamp. . 

I did not know what was before me as I left Santa Ana on 
Wednesday morning. It was rumored that the railroad com
munication with San Diego was cut off, and that I would have 
to take a steamer at Oceanside to complete my journey. This 
seemed a pleasant diversion, and I determined to go. A voyage 
over the. shining Pacific was an attraction. When we got to 
Oceanside, however, no boat was in sight, and was not expected 
for an hour or two. When it did appear, it proved to Qe only a 
tug-boat, that tossed like a cockle-shell on the swelling sea, for 
the winds were rising, and the clouds rolled threateningly over 
the fair promise of the morning. The waves were so rough that 
it was impossible for the tug to reach the wharf. The only way 
was to trust our lives in a little boat. Gentlemen were allowed 
to try this, provided they would not sue the railroad company 
ifthey got drowned. Ladies were absolutely forbidden to make 
the effort. The privilege was given to return to Los Angeles 
free, and try again when there was safer transportation. I made 
up my mind to go. back to Santa Ana. One man, who said 
that he had sailed the seas often, declared that he would not go 
out upon the Pacific in that tug-boat for a hundred dollars. I 
went down to the wharf to take a look. It was near sunset and 
the clouds were rolling off, and the view of the broad ocean was 
exceedingly magnificent. The colors were brilliant, sea and sky 
reflecting the ever-changing splendors. . At the end of the wharf 
a big crowd was gathered to see the passengers who were brave 
enough to try to land from the tug-boat. Some of these were la
dies, and I thought they showed remarkable courage to try that 
dangerous way. The boats that took them from the steamer 
floated ·thirty feet below the landing-place, which was reached by 
a wooden ladder straight up and down. A rope was lowered, 
tied around them, and thus secured, they climbed the "golden 
stairs," and were lifted upon the wharf like a bag of wheat. 
About a half a dozen ladies were landed in this fashion, but they 
declared that they never wanted to try it again. I came to the 
conclusion that if ladies could weather the difficulty, I, of the 
"sterner sex," ought to do the same, and if they could get from 
the boat to the land, I certainly could get from the land to the 
boat. About half a dozen other passengers going south, de
termined to do the same. There was no knowing if anything 
better would offer for a week to come. So. swinging around the 
ladder, I climbed down into the abyss. It was very much like 
descending into hades. When I got to the bottom and was ready 
to drop, I had to wait for the surges to sweep the boat under and, 
in the nick of time, let go. I landed safely on the mail bags, 
and stayed there while the boat rocked away. and then rocked 
back again to take the next passenger in the same way, and so on. 
I remarked to the captain that it required considerable nerve for 
ladies to land in a sea like this. "Why," said the captain, "I 
had rather handle ladies any time, in a difficulty like this, than 
men. The ladies al ways obey orders without question, while the 
men think they know it all, and the first thing is, they get their 
heads broken or are drowned." I meditated that it was best to 
follow the feminine example and do as you are told. When we 
got ~o the little steamer, dancing OIl: the huge billows; we had to 

wait until the boat and it collided, ·and ,then roll on board· with 
all your might. If you didn't happen to strike it just right, you 
might tumble into the boiling waters beneath. When the man 
took my hand and said" jump," I jumped, and found myself, 
the next second, flat on the deck of the steamer, but no bones 
broken.. I scrambled to the cabin, and such a woeful picture as/" 
met my view was indescribable. Men and women who had come 
from SIn Diego and were too sick to land were stretched on the 
seats, a bucket before each of them, and the way they went for 
those buckets at ev.!ry lurch of the vessel was highly suggestive 
of a disordered s:J.n ~ch. One woman was pitifUlly crying, II 0 
Lord, I shall die, I sh3.ll die." I myself had the premonitory 
symptoms of sea indigestion, and at the ea~liest possible conven .. 
ience stretched myself flat on the cabin floor. I made out to' 
keep my balance, and did not surrender a particle of my dinner; 
but my slumbers were continually interrupted by gurgling throats 
and prolonged groans,' and the passenger next to me would flop 
his heels in a semi-circle . over my head, as he frantically em
braced that iron-bound bucket that did not hang in the well." H 

I braced myself against the table, and murmured, "Rock me to 
sleep." Four hours ,and more we thus ,rolled and tossed and 
heaved, while the boat ploughed its way through the Pacific. 
At eleven o'clock we passed the light-house at Point Lorna, and 
then the placid waters of San Diego bay were before, and in a 
little while all were safely landed. A hundred other passengers, 
however, returned to Los Angeles to wait for better. means of 
travel.· I would not advise anybody to come this way, unles~ 
they had to. I have tried it once, but it is by no means a pleas
ure excursion. Of all modes of locomotion, I think I struck the 
worst one this time. 

I am safe and sound now at San Diego, and the fishes have no 
longer any chance at me. I am at the New Carleton House. The 
sun is shining brightly, the skies are clear, the sea is glistening 
with diamonds, Coronado Beach an.d the broad city and encir
cling mountains are glowing in the happy light. It looks as if 
the storms were over. Not for many years have such violent 
rains prevailed, and so much damage been done. But a world 
of wealth is in these floods after all. California emerges from 
it with the bow of promise on her radiant brow. 

S.ln Diego, Dec. 19, 1889. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

uPREETHOUGHT'S" NEW HOME. 

The next number of FREETHOUGHT will be issued from the 
new quarters at 838 Howard street, between Fourth and Fifth 
streets, at which place a large store has been leased. After much 
search and some fruitless advertising, this location has been se
lected as the most eligibl e, all things considered. Howard street 
i~ four minutes' walk from Market. It has a line of cable cars 
running to the ferries, and is traversed at Fourth street by a horse
car line connecting with the railroad depot at Townsend street. 
While not enjoying the extensive traffic of Market, Kearny, and 
l\iontgomery streets, it is still a great and lively thoroughfare, and 
is destined to become still more populous. No. 838 can }Yo! con

. veniently reached from all parts of the city, alld our store and 
office are upon the ground floor. 

The room rented is sixty-five feet deep, having a frontage of 
twenty-two feet. It is in a new three-story building just com
pleted, and FREETHOUGHT is its first tenant. Numerous windows 
at the rear provide ample light for the composing-room' and job 
printing-office soon to be established, while the capacious show

. windO\v in front will display Freethought and scientific books 
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and papers as they were never before displayed in this country 
or any other. A jog in the wall furnishes space for the editor's 
desk, and it is proposed to provide a sman reading room where 
visitors who feel so disposed may enjoy themselves at the expense 
of our many exchanges. 

Besides Liberal and scientific books, will also be kept 'on hand 
an extensive line of all radical and reform literature. We shall 
have Dr. Foote's and Dr. Holbrook's health and hygienic works; 
Colby & Rich's Spiritualistic publications, and books on Theos.. 
ophy; also the literature of Labor-Nationalism, Socialism, 
Communism, etc •. Also a large stock of popular bQok.s such as 
everybody buys. Heretofore Liberal book dealers have been 
exclusive, and have drawn their custom from the limited number 
of readers of their special class of literature. It is not apparent
Why this should be so in San Francisco. While there may be 
no more readers of Liberal books in this city than others of its 
size, there is less of orthodox bigotry: and the average citizen 
gets his reading matter wherever it is most convenient. He is 
not particular where the profit of the transaction goes, so long as 
he gets the worth of his money. There is therefore no reason 
why the average citizen should not help to support the Free
thought Publishing Company's bookstore, and he will if it keeps 
the books he wants. We intend to supply the demand. If in
closed in a popular novel or magazine he finds a tract setting forth a. 
new thought and informing the reader where more of tile same 
canbe found, it may excite his curiosity, and perhaps he will 
return. We have known the course of a man's life to be changed 
by some simple truth imprinted on the wrapper of a parcel. 

It is believed that the location selected will warrant the estab:' 
lishment of a book and job printing-office. At any rate the 
putting in of a press of sufficient size to work off Freethought 
tracts and to do our own job-work is as good as assured. 

The work of moving in and fitting up the store is in lively 
progress. Architect Lemme spent last Sunday taking measure
ments and drawing plans for shelving, counters, and partitions, 
and Contractor Schou and Mr. Gierisch are putting Mr. Lemme's 
designs into material form. Friends are invited to drop in and 
look on. 

INGERSOLL'S ALLEGED CHANGE OF VIEW. 

The editors of numerous daily papers, and some of the Chris
tian ministers, are calling what attention they can to a recent 
letter by Colonel Ingersoll on the subject of immortality. The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer says that "Ingersoll has backed down," 
while the more cautious writer of headlines for the daily Exam

, iner puts it in another form, thus: "He intimates his belief in a 
life after death." The proceeding is accepted as a change of 
front on the part of the colonel by those who would be glad to 
have it so. 

The utterance on the part of Ingersoll that has been made the 
apology for these misleading statements was called out by the 
work of Mr. E. R. Johnes, a Chicago lawyer,_ who, it is claimed, 
has applied to the doctrine of immortality the law of circum .. 
stantial evidence with much ingenuity and original thought. Mr. 
Johnes sent a copy of his work to.Ingersoll, and the following is 
the colonel's reply: 
. "ICwe admit the existence of a God of infinite wisdom and compassion, 
we may say that there must be a world better than this; but how do we 
account for one worse-that is to say, if injustice triumphs here, why not 
there? If honesty goes without bread in this world, why not in another? 
Certainly God will be no better then than now. 

"Still, it may be possible that. a God of infinite love and compassion 
will so reward those who suffer-through suffering itself-that all that 
happens will be consistent with wisdom and compassion. 

" I do not see any evidence in this world that it was created. by :either 
wisdom or compassion. Nor do I see what right we have to say that 
man has a spiritual body any more than trees have. . 

Ie The tree springs from a seed; so does man. The trees produce 
others and then perish from the earth. The same is true of the human 
race. You have had the courage to accept the logic of your position and 
give to all hfe the immortality that Christians give to man. I hardly 
know the meaning of the words spiritualist and materialist. I don't see 
that it makes the slightest difference with the argument to admit that 
everything is spiritual or to assert that everything is material. He who 
asserts that all is spiritual admits the existence of everything that another 
calls material, and he who insists that all is material admits the existence 
of everything that is by the other called spiritual. Call it what you will, 
it remains. beyond the grasp of our minds. I congratulate you on what 
you have said concerning the wax figures of Milton. His' heaven' was 
simply another England, with a government somewhat worse. 

"You have endeavored to establish YClur doctrine by something uni. 
versal, and you have wisely left the provi~cialisms, the prejudices, the 
puerilities of Christianity. Love and hope are universal. As long as 
men love and as long as men hope there will probably be in the heart 
and brain the splendid dream of immortality. It may be that we live 
no more, that we go back to the unconscious dust, and yet the heart \yill 
always say, 'Perhaps there is another life.' But whether there is or 
not, let us all paint on the canvas of the future the picture that delights 
and satisfies the soul. - We know that in this world after joy comes grief, 
as after day comes night, and it may be there is some world where after 
grief comes joy, as after night comes day." 

After reading the foregoing carefully we are still at a loss to 
understand how anyone in the slightest degree conversant with 
Ingersoll's writings can find in this anything more than the ad._ 
missions long previously made by him concerning the possibility 
of a future life. Ten years ago he said and has often repeated: 
"The idea of immortality, that like a sea has ebbed and flowed 
in the human heart, with its countless waves of hope and fear 
beating against the shores and rocks of time and fate, was not 
born of any book, nor of any creed, nor of any religion. It was 
born of human affection, and it will continue to ebb and flow 
beneath the mists and clouds of doubt and darkness as long as 
love kisses the lips of death. It is the rainbow-Hope shining 
upon the tears of grief." 

Ingersoll does not say that he believes in immortality. He 
says "perhaps," as all candid people are obliged to do. Those 
who are so anxious to make something out of his latest remark 
on the subject are persons who are unfamiliar with his previous 
utterances and who fail to distinguish between a fair admission 
of possibility and a positive assertion. The probability is that 
when Colonel Ingersoll changes his views he will announce the 
fact in language that will need no explanatory comment by the 
clergy. 

LECTURES IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

As announced last week, Mr. Putnam will lecture at Union 
Square Hall on the evening of Sunday, January 5, on "The 

_ Baltimore Convention." Admission free. All members of the 
San Francisco Freethought Society are requested to be present. 

WE have been gratified during the past week by receiving 
calls from the Hon. A. Schell, of Knight's Ferry, and Judge J. 
W. North, of Fresno. Mr. Schell will be present at the State 
Convention in January and will deliver an address, but Judge 
North, who is conducting most successfully the Unity Society of 
Fresno, may be kept away by feeble health and home duties. 
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THE PUBLISHING COMPANY. 

Because we do not publish this week any letters from share
takers in the Freethought Publishing Company, no one should 
infer that we have none on hand. We have scores of them, but 
they are deferred. 

All who send cash now receive handsome certificates of stock 
to the amount of their investment. The shares are five dollars 
each and a few more are on the market. We hope every sub
scriber to FREETHOUGHT will become a member of the Company 
by investing in these shares. 

s. P. PUTNAM TO LECTURE IN LOS ANGELES. 

Samuel P. Putnam will lecture at Illinois Han, comer of 
Sixth and Fort streets, Los Angeles, on Sunday evening, Decem
ber 29; subject, "The Bible and Modem Thought." Every 
Liberal in Los Angeles and vicinity is invited to be present and 
to bring friends. A large attendap-ce is desired. 

A BITIER contest over sectarianism in the public schools of 
Boston promises to break out again, says a dispatch., The 
Protestants elected three-fourths of the school board, who an
nounce their intention of abolishing the use of Professor Ander
son's history, which is lenient to all religious beliefs, and to rein
state Swinton's hist.ory, which is a most obnoxious one to Catho
lics. The Catholic members of the board- have signified their 
intention of resigning and issuing an address to the Catholic cit
izens. Nearly half of the public school children are Catholics, 
and such an action will undoubtedly lead to the church ordering 
them to the parochial schools. As the latter are under control of 
the Protestant school "committee, and the law compels them to 
be up to the standard of the public schools, a serious co~tentio~ 
of faiths is promised. The question whether or not Swmton 18 

historically accurate does not appear to have come up for discUs
sion. It is a war for religion, not truth. 

THE postal-telegraph question has come up before Congress in 
a mild form. Senator Cullom last week introduced a bill au
thorizing the postmaster-general to contract for five years with 
any existing telegraph company for the use of its lines for the 
transmission of its postal messages between free-delivery offices, 
the postmaster-general having authority to determine between 
what points the lines shall run. The messages are to be prepaid 
with stamps, at rates to be fixed by the postmaster-general, and 
are to be delivered by letter-carriers on the first mail delivery af
ter they are received, and at such other times as the postmaster
general may direct. We do not know what chance Senator 
Cullom's bill has of becoming a law, but there is un~oubtedly 
a long-felt want for such a service as it contemplates. 

THE Economite Society at Harmony, Pa., which originally 
consisted of over seven hundred persons, has dwindled to a 
membership of less than thirty-five, nearly all aged .people, and 
the community threatens to die out unless new accessions are re
ceived. The Economites are celibates, but as their wealth 
amounts to millions they will probably experience no difficulty in 
finding recruits who are willing to give up their families in view 
of improved financial prospects. Nine new members, it is said, 
are to he admitted next month, some of whom are married. 

MANUEL BAPTISTE, a boy who was before the Lunacy Com
missioners the other day, is suffering from a horrible hallucina..; 

tion. He imagines he is being pursued by the devil, and is 'con-" 
. stantlyattempting to run away and hide from his satanic tor

mentor. He ran away from his home recently, and when an at
tempt was made to recapture hi~ he fought like a tiger, shrieking' 
in terror that his family and friends ' .... ere in league with the evil 
one to torture and torment him. He was adjuC:ged insane. 
Merely another victim of popular religious teaching. The boy 
is right if Christianity is true, for according to that system of su
perstition the devil is after all of us. Baptiste has made the 
mistake of believing what his teachers tell him, instead of merely 
professing to do so. 

THE Rev. Dr. Stratton, in talking to the Teachers' Institute at 
Redding, declared that a great danger to the country was the 
too free licenge to vote, as it now placed the governing power in 
the hands of the ignorant and those having no settled interest in 
the country. He proposed, among other remedies, that no per. 
son not possessing five hundred dollars' worth of property should 
be allowed to vote. This plan of Dr. Stratton's would 'create a: 
most respectable oligarchy; but if he believes that five hundred 
dollars entitle a man to one vote, he must be able to answer the 
question why a thousand dollars would not entitle another man 
to vote twice. . 

THERE are queer things in law as well as in religion. Henry. 
Miller and Anna Miller were adjudged guilty of criminal con .. 
spiracy by the Superior Court of San Diego county, and sen
tenced, the husband to one year's imprisonment in the county 
jail, and the wife to pay a fine of $1. Miller, on appeal, con
tended that the information did not charge him with any crime, 
as he and his wife were one ·person,.and it was impossible for 
one person to enter' into a conspiracy. The Supreme Court sus-:, 
tainf!d this view and directed the discharge of the prisoner. 

IF any desire to know why we have not located on Market 
street, let them ascertain the rent of stores on that thoroughfare.' 
It is about a million a minute. As a rule no lease is to be had, 
and the landlords, it is said, make a practice of raising the rent 
as fast as the traffic will bear it. When the tenant has been 
frozen out by this process, they reduce the rent to the previous 
figure, and set the trap for another victim. 

NOTHING is heard in these quarters concerning the movement 
to organize a State Union in \Vashington. Progress is to be re
ported through the Ironclad Age, of Indianapolis, Ind., which 
will give news an opportunity to cool somewhat before falling 
into the hands of those most interested. The Age, we learn from 
its editor, and as we have reason to know, is an immense 
paper. 

MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, editor of the Children's Corner of the 
Truth Seeker and an occasional correspondent of FREETHOUGHT, 
has recently been elected to the school board. of Fall River, 
Mass. Her opponent was a popular Episcopal minister. Miss 
Wixon is one of the brightest young women in the country, and 
we are glad to see her ability recognized by her fellow-towns .. 
men. 

MR. W. N. SLOCUM, who left his case in the composing-room 
of FREETHOUGHT in order to cast his lot with the Sinaloa Colo
nists of Mexico, has just returned. He does not give a flattering 
report of either the p'fOspects of the colony, or the character of 
its present managers.\ 
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A PROMISING Liberal book, a " Handbook of Freethought," 
is soon to appear. W. S. Bell has written it, and Henry Replogle, 
of Oakland is, putting it in type. Mr. Bell, with a large and 
heavy form under his arm, on his way to the stereotype foundry, 
has become a familiar figure on the ferryboats crossing the bay. 

'THE first announcement of the Board of Directors of the 
American Secular Union is in print- this week. The Directors 
met in New York, where they were introduced to the attendants 
at the Liberal Club, and tendered a reception at the residence of 
Dr. E. B. Foote. 

DR. LEONHARDT'S communication on another page will be in
teresting both to those who do and those who do not consider 
possible the indefinite prolongation of human life. All will. rec
O!!nize in the writer a man who has thought before speaking. o 

READERS will see from a note published this week that Mr. B. 
F. Underwood is not to visit the coast until next spring. We 
had hoped to hear him at Union Square Hall during January. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WEEK. 

The copious rains since our last issue have not verified the 
remark that settled weather was likely to prevail. The coast has 
had more rain than ever before at this season of the year.- 
Capt. J. H. Drummond, one of the leading viticulturists of. this 
state dies! at Glen Ellen last week of heart disease.-Sallors 
will be apt to regard the British ship Durham with superstitious 
awe. Within a single week the ship caught fire, two well-kuown 
citizens were smothered in the hold, and last Sunday the first and 
second mates were drowned while coming from the ship to this 
city.-,--A worthless man nat:ned Eubanks shot his daughter to 
death with a shotgun laltt Sunday at Los Gatos. because she re
fused to give him her wages. The wretch narrowly e~caped 
lynching.--An invitation has been extended to Henry George 
by the Single-tax Club of Oakland to deliver a lecture before that 
body on his visit to this coast in J~nu~ry.--Go.vernor Water
man hopes to obtain government ~Id In c~ntrolhng the. Sacra
mento river which has been runmng over Its banks durmg the 
recent rain;.--Colonel Crocker has given $10,000 to ~he 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Polytechnic Institute.--The Rev. Mr. Km
caid, of this city, who recently resigned a pulp~t here because he 
had become convinced that he was not a BaptIst, has been called 
to a Presbyterian church in Minneapolis.--A dozen girls were 
severely burnt by the ups;tting of a candl~ whil~ rehearsing a 
Christmas cantata at DetrOIt last week. TheIr clothmg caught fire, 
and one was fatally injured and four others seriously.--Archi-. 
bald Gunter the novelist, has been black-balled by the Calumet 
Club of Ne\~ York because he is an author.-Governor Miller 
of North Dakota. has signed the Prohibition bill, and the state 
will go dry.--Sixteen men lost their lives on the 22d inst. by 
the caving of the Lane mine at Angel's Camp, Calaveras county. 
--The observers who went to the west coast of Africa to wit
ness the total eclipse of the sun, which occurred Dec. 23, were 
baffled by cloudy weather, and were able to record only partial 
obscurations. . 

California pioneers have organized a society in Chicago.--· 
Henry W. Gradv, the editor and orator, died of pneumonia at 
Atlanta. Ga., last Monday morning.--A warrant was issued last 
week for the arrest of T. V. Powderly, general master workman 
of the Knights of Labor, who is charged with "conspiracy." 
The warrant was found imperfect and was not served.--Chu 
Fong a Chinese interpreter and cashier of Kwong Hong Long 
& Co: Mott street New York, has suddenly disappeared with the 
funds'of several Chinese firms. His misappropriations, so far as 
known amount to about $25,000. Chu Fong is a·converted 
heathe~, and has been an ardent Sunday-school worker for the 
past six years. . . 

The people of Brazil have cut Dom Pedro off WIthout a shIl
ling and have forbidden him to return for two years. De Fon

seca, head of the provisional governmen~, h~s b~en seriously sick, 
but is reported out of danger--An agItatIOn. In favor of a re
public is going ?n in Spai~. Castt'Iar is at the .h~ad of it.- 
Queen Victoria IS about gomg to. Ireland on a VI~It of state.- 
It is worthy of note that three men of Berne, SwItzerland, have 
been acquitted of issuing an Anarchist manifesto.--The czar 
of Russia proposes to be crowned king of Poland, and the event 
will come off next year.-.-William O'Brien, the Irish agitator, 
is just out of .jail again from the .Gal,,:ay prison. He started. a 
novel while in durance and will hIde hImself for a few weeks In 
order to finish it. . 

THE AUMSVILLE DEBATING CLUB. 

Some time aO'o some "brother in the cause" recommended in 
your columns the introduc~ion of F~eeth~ught questions i~ }o~al
debating clubs in order to Induce dIscussIOn and thus famIlIanze 
the people with Liberal ideas. I have acted upon this idea, and 
found it to work well. Here in this priest-ridden community we 
have lately debated the question, "Resolved, That Catholic ag
gression is detrimental to American institutions and ought to be 
repressed." Also,·e Resolved, That church property should be 
taxed the same as any other property." At our next meeting we 
take up, "Resolved, That foreigners should reside in the United 
States fifteen years before being allowed to vote." 

A year ago these questions would not be touched with a forty
rod pole. I failed to get more than one discussion, and to do so 
had to go out of this neighborhood and then debate against the 
crowd, solitary and alone (as published in your paper last winter). 
Now we discuss these questions here, and do so good-naturedly 
too. Are we not advancing? Surely so; and the lyceum plan is 
a success. People here are learning more of Secularism; are be
ginning to see that there are two sides to the question, and that 
other people have rights as well as themselves. The extra-pious 
fight shy, however, and I have not as yet succeeded in getting a 
preacher into discussion. We have a new eastern preacher here 
named Baley, who talked largely when he first came, but when 
business was offered him he prudently keeps out. 

Thus the debating club gives us access to the people which 
cannot be well had in any other way. Here we have the ad
vantage of the priest, as he will not meet us on equal ground, 
and we thus get the inside taack. 

We have also a little free-trade club here, not political or par
tisan, but simply for the discussion of protection versus free trade. 
We find the protectionists quite shy. We have held five meet
ings and only had one discussion, the" protects" not responding. 
Weare satisfied, however, with the one we did have, and want 
some more. The more I learn of this question, the more I am 
in favor of Secular adoption of free trade, as well as free thought, 
free speech, or any other" free." Not as political partisans, but 
as a universal and everlasting principle applied to all nation~, 
and to the United States especially. Tax the states directly for 
the support of the general government; no customs, no custom
houses, no revenue officers. but absolutely free and unrestricted 
commerce with all the world. 

Why not d:scuss this question through the columns of FREE
mOUGHT? I for one would like it and hope it will be done. 

Aumsville, Or. F. S. MATTESON. 

A NOTE FROM B. P. UNDERWOOD. 

EDITORS FREETHOUGHT: When I left the Pacific coast last fall 
I thought I should be able to return to California in January and 
spend a month lecturing in the state. I desired to do so, since I 
was obliged to return East without visiting several places that had 
applied for lectures, and since some of those visited wished me 

; to give additional lectures. But I see now that my next trip to the 
Pacific coast must be deferred till spring, and I take this way of 
making the fact known to those who may desire to arrange for 
lectures at that time. Truly yours, B. F. UNDERWOOD, 

• P. O. Drawer 134, Chicago, Ill. 

S; P. Putnam's Leoture Appointments for Deoember. 

Perris ............ December 23 San Jacinto ....•. December 26, 27 

Leon...... ...... . " 24 Los An~eles....." 29 
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A WARDEN'S LETTER. 

, FRIEND PUTNAM: Since my father's death (",hom you knew 
well) I have seen but few Liberal papers; in fact, I have been 
up here on this island as acting warden and only occasionally 
visit my family in Seattle. I have before me the FREETHOUGHT, 
a copy of which I purchased at Tacoma yesterday, and was happy 
to find your name associated with that of Mr. MacdonaU as 
editors. • 

A few items right here might be of interest to your intelligent 
readers. In running over the prison records in my office, dating 
from July 6, 1889, I find 76 names of convicts or prisoners sen
tenced to short terms, from thirty days to eighteen months. The 
record shows 40 Catholics, 14 Protestants, 5 Lutherans, 2 Epis
copalians, 9 professing to have no religion, 4 Methodists, I Bap
tist, and 1 Atheist. This Liberal received a short sentence, and 
the offense (if it could b~ called such) was giving a drink of 
whisky to an old Indian friend. The record the past three and 
one-half years shows about the same ratio as to religious views. 
Comment is unnecessary, as you know and have statistics from 
many prisons. 

We have confined here Frank Fuller, the man who killed the 
archbishop of Alaska, or rather a Catholic priest. This Fuller is 
himself a devout Catholic. It seems he was a traveling com
panion of the priest, only Indians making trips with them across 
the wilds of Alaska when the manslaughter as charged occurred. 
Only Indians served as witnesses. Fuller claims it to have been 
an accident. He got ten years. If the victim had not been a 
priest, the fellow would have been cleared. Fuller packed the 
priest's body over frozen ground on his back, many miles. We 
have an Indian in here from the wilds of Alaska sentenced to 99 
years for killing his wife. whom he caught in the act of adultery 
with another Indian. Their code of laws is such that if husband 
or wife commits adultery the penalty is death, and the injured 
party is the one to inflict it. In my opinion this Indian (Jim) 
should be pardoned out by the president. I make a trusty of 
him and find him faithful and smart. 

A few reminiscences of my father, Asa Coombs, may be ad
missible. He died at Seattle about one year ago, 93 years and 
2 months old. He had lived under every president up to the 
time of his death, and was a veteran of the war of 1812. He 

~ was a subscriber to the old Boston Investigator for fiflY years, and 
a Liberalist. I was at his bedside almost continuously from the 
first illness ten or twelve days before. A very kind lady, a 
Christian n~ighbor, took occasion to lay down her views on a 
hereafter. He very quietly listened, and before responding fell 
off into a refreshing sleep and on awaking felt very much relieved 
of his pains. He said to my sister, "Tell Mrs. Allen [the Chris
tian neighbor] to come in," and as she approached he said to 
her "You can tell all you meet, that wish to know, that I die as 
I h~ve lived, an Infidel and Liberal." 

Our city Seattle. is taking wonderful strides ahead just now, 
and when 'I reach' home to stay, about January, 1890, I will do 
my level best to get a large list of subscribers for your paper, 
and stockholders as well. Seattle and Tacoma should be a 
good field for Liberal lecturers. Yours truly, 

S. F. COOllBS, _ 
Warden U. S. Pen., McNeil's Island, Wash. 

TO THE LIBERALS OP CALIPORNIA. 

All who are in favor of the total separation of church and state; 
of the American Repub,lic founde? upo~ th~ D~laration of, In
dependence; of equal rights and ImpartIal }Ibeny, are cordially 
invited to meet in Convention at San FranCISco on Saturday and 
Sunday January 25 and 26, 1890, at Union Square Hall, 421 
Post str~et, for the purpose of discussing the issues fOI~ced upon 
the people by ecclesiastical encroachments, and prepanng t,neas
ures for the establishment of a purely Secular government In the 
state of California, and throughout the nation. 

The main questi~n which is now prese!1ted to the ~iberals of 
California and whIch demands, on theIr part, perSIstent and 
united action is the Sabbath question. "At a recent meeting of 
the America~ Sabbath Association of California it was resolved 

t~ proceed at once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign 
to restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to its proper 
position." This is the declaration of the ecclesiastical party. 
The California Liberal Union is opposed to any Sabbath legisla
tion, and the purpose of its Convention is to arouse the people 
to the threatened. danger and, by the force of an enlightened 
public opinion, to guard against the passage of any laws by the 
state legislature for the enforcement of the Sunday as a Sabbath 

All Liberals of other states who are visiting San Francisco at 
the time are cordially invited to be present; and will be welcomed 
as members of the Convention if they so desire, 

There is no creed, no religious belief or non-religious belief 
in the platform of the Liberal Union. It stands simply and 
solely for human rights irrespective of creeds, and it expects the 
co-operation of every American, without regard to belief or non-
belief. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, President, 

RANFORD WORTHING, ElIIL S. LEMlIIE, Secretary, 
W. F. FREEMAN, A. H. SCHOU, Treasurer, 
PHILIP COWEN, J~ W. NORTH, First Vice-President. 
WH. SCHROEDER, 
W. S. RODGERS, Executive Committee. 
JOHN ROBINETT, 
MRS. KATE PARKER,
J. E. CLARK, 
L. MAGENHEIMER,~1 

DEATH OP A PREETHINKER. 

William Germain, of Black Hawk, Col., died Nov. 3, aged 5S 
years. He was a pioneer settler in his locality. In mentioning 
his death, a paper published at Black H3.wk says: 

"He went down into the darkness apparently without fear. 
We have often discussed the problems of life and death with him. 
We differed widely in our views. He did not believe in a life 
beyond the grave. He denounced all such beliefs as relics of 
superstition. He forbade any religious services at his funeral. 
What better evidence can one give of the honesty and sincerity 
of his views than to hold firmly to them when the dew of death 
is on his brow and the death-rattle in his throat? We remember 
a few months ago, in the heat of argument, tclling him that if he 
thought he had but a few hours to live he would pray and ask 
others to pray for him. It appears he did not. He died as he 
had lived. William Germain came here in the spring of '60 and 
was, in company with two brothers, engaged in freighting across 
the plains for several years. He has since mined, run a drug 
store, a livery stable, and many other things. He was a man of 
a considerable more than averagc ability, He was buried in the 
Dory Hill cemetery on the afternoon of Wednesday, the funeral 
being under the auspices of the Pioneers' Association of Gilpin 
County." 

A CAUTIOUS .. PIRATE." 

D. Edson Smith, one of our best citizens, called at the little "Pi_ 
rate" office and asked it to insert a notice of Putnam's lectures 
this week, as all of the other papers did. Brother Clarke whined 
and said he was afraid that it would offend the two dozen 
timid minded-subscribers he had on his list, who were unused to 
he'lring intelligence on the rostrum and would therefore have to 
decline it until he called a meeting of the long-haired cranks and 
and short-haired females who run the Pirate. Brother 
Clarke's cautiousness is to be commended, but his liber
ality and judgment are on a par with the class of fanatics he 
represents. Intelligence is what the Pirate has to combat in its 
struggle for existence.-Santa Ana Standard. 

HERBERT SPENCER was recently quoted in the London Times 
as favoring the nationalization of land, which drew out a letter 
from him repUdiating the doctrine as ascribed to him. This led 
to a lively discussion, in which Prof. Huxley, Sir Louis Mallet, 
and others took part, and a variety of views on the general ques
tion were expressed. The correspondence will be printed in the 
January PopUlar Science Monthly, under the title "Letters on 
the Land Question." 
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INCIDENTS IN THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE." 

BY JUDGE J. W. NORTH. 

II. 

Cosmas early in the sixth century published his (C Christian 
Topography," the great object of which was-as he declares
to denounce the false and heathen doctrine of the rotunditv of 
the earth, and to show that the tabernacle in the wilderness is 
the pattern or model of the universe. "The earth:' he says, " is 
a rectangular plane four hundred day's journey east and west, 
and exactly half that distance north and south. It is surrounded 
by mountains, on which the sky rests. The heavens come down 
to the earth on all four sides, like the walls of a room. All be
low the firmament is the world, the story above is heaven, and 
below the earth's surface is hell. Midway in the rectangular sur
face below lies the inhabited earth, encompassed by ocean. Be
yond ocean, bordering on the edge, is the unvisited terrestrial 
paradise. Here, too, on a barren and thorny soil, without the 
walls of paradise dwelt man from the fall to the deluge. The 
ark floated the survivors across the great ocean belt to this better 
land which we inhabit. This oblong plain lies a little tilted to the 
south,so that the rivers, like the Tigris and Euphrates, running 
south, run rapidly, while those running north, like the Nile, run 
more slowly because they have to run up hill." 

These were the opinions of the Christian church for more than 
a thousand years, and were all based on the Bible. During thir
teen hundred years Christendom furnished to the world no as
tronomer or chemist. The Mohammedans were far in advance 
of the Christians in both of these studies. 

As time advanced the hostility of the church to science became 
intensified. At the beginning of the fifth century the growing 
power of Rome had taken from Alexandria its pre-eminence as 
a seat of learning, and left it but secondary to the home of the 
Cresars. The Greek School of Philosophy had dwindled to 
small dimensions, and was mainly represented by Hypatia (the 
daughter of Theon, the mathematician): whose beauty, learning 
and eloquence drew to her academy the learned and the elite of 
the city. 
, Cyril, the most influential and aggressive, as well as the most 
violent and unscrupulous of the Christian fathers, was then bishop 
of Alexandria. The great popularity of Hypatia was an obstacle 
in his way, as well as an annoyance to him. The result was that 
a Christian mob-usually called Cyril's mob-of many monks, 
seized Hypatia and dragged her from her, carriage one morning 
as she was riding to her academy, stripped her of her clothing, 
took her to a church, and Peter the reader struck her on the 
head with a club, killing her. 

This Christian mob then cut her body into pieces, scraped the 
flesh from her bones with shells, and burned her piece-meal. 

This was Saint Cyril's method of extinguishing the light of 
science, and of promoting the cause of Christianity, in the early 
part of the fifth ,century. And though no one seems to have 
questioned Cyril's guilt, in this brutal murder of a woman noted 
for her virtue, as well as for her intellectual attainments, the 
Christian church never called him to account for the infamous 
deed, but on the contrary enrolled him among her saints, and he 
is known to-day only as " Saint Cyril." 

This policy of suppressing science by murder continued to be 
the policy of the church for more than twelve hundred years, 
and is suspended now only because it has not the power to prac
tice it. 

The Catholic church, though suspending the working of the 
Inquisition for want of power, has retained the organization com
plete, and now, from 1875 to this day, a crowd of defenders has 
arisen, advocating the re-establishment of the Inquisition. If 
any doubt it let them read the article on "Inquisition" in the 
New Encyclopredia Britannica, or the recent encyclical letter of 
the pope, read from all the Catholic pUlpits in America by order 
of Cardinal Gibbons. This letter sounds like a cry of rage and 
agony, that a statue has been reared in Rome to the martyr, 
Bruno, on the spot where he was burned in 1600 for teaching 
some commonly accepted facts of science of the present time. 

*A lecture delivered before the Unity Society of Fresno. 

When the forces of Victor Emanuel entered Rome -in 1870 
the pope and the Inquisition were driven into the VatiCan. 
Shall th~y now come forth to establish their throne in America? 
And shall we hear no note of remonstrance from our statesIilen ? 
Not one word against setting up here a hierarchy, a government 
by the priesthood? , ' ' " 

But to return from this reference to our own time, let tis follow 
the treatment of science. We have seen how its light was' ex
tinguished in Alexandria by the infamous murder of Hypat,ia; 
after which no one dared to enter that field. We must also no
tice that both Rome and Constantinople were at the same tiine 
controlled by the same power, which was hostile to all scientific 
research. At the commencement of the sixth century there was 
but one prominent seat of learning in all Christendom 
where science was permitted to be taught; and even this was not 
continued long. In 529, the Christian Emperor Justinian sup
pressed the schools of philosophy of. Athens, and the night of 
u the dark ages'" closed down on what was then known as the 
Christian world; the night of a thousand years, in which the 
church ruled, both temporally and spiritually; a church that 
claims to be the light of the world, and yet this period was the 
darkest that our era has known. ' 

If it be now asked, what produced the dark ages, history gives 
us the answer. If it be asked, what continued the dark ages for 
a thousand years, or what influence sought to present -the revival 
of learning atthe end of these thousand years, we receive from 
history the same unequivocal answer. It was in each and every 
case, mainly, the Christian church. . 

During this long night of darkness the puerile "Christian To
pography" of Cosmas continued to be the doctrine of the church 
and the treatment of students of science remained unchanged. 
A single instance will be sufficient to illustrate both. 

In the thirteenth century, Roger Bacon of England, spending 
some rears in France, nevoted himself somewhat to the study of 
chemistry, a science then unknown. But the first advances 
towards it were condemned by the church. Though he had re
ceived his degree of doctor of theolpg}:, his ,experimental studies 
were denounced by the ignorant priests as magic and the black arts. 
and his orthodoxy was at once questioned. Having returned to 
Oxford and commenced lecturing there, his lectures were inter
dicted, and he was placed under supervision at Paris, where for 
ten years he was prohibited from writing anything that might be 
published. A Franciscan monk himself, after his return to Eng
land he denounced "the ignorance and vices of the clergy and 
monks, and generally the insufficiency of the existing studies," 
for which his works were condemned by a general of the order, 
who afterwards became pope, and Bacon was thrown into prison, 
where he remained for fourteen years, dying two years later. 
Such was the penalty that Christianity inflicted for the study of 
science in the thirteenth century. 

In 1507. Copernicus, a modest priest and learned Prussian, 
away off on the confines of Hungary, had completed a book on 
"The Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies." Knowing 'the 
hostility of the church to any such teaching he waited thirty-six 
years before daring to publish his work. After that length of 
time, being urged to it by a cardinal, he ventured to give it to 
the public. This was the great work that was the foundation of 
our Copernican system of astronomy. Mark the receotion that 
was given it by the Christian church. On'the day that the first 
copy of this great work was brought to him, moist from the press 
he died, and thus escaped the personal vengeance of the church; 
but his ~vork was condemned and burned, so far as his persecu
tors could accomplish it. • 

Here we come to the time of Luther, Calvin, and other re
formers. Does anyone hop~ that they will be found morefav
o.rable to science than their antagonists? Vain hope. Histo
nans tell us that they were even more bitter than the Catholics in 
their denunciation of science. Luther called Copernicus a fool, 
and thought he had answered him effectually by saying that 
" Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, which he would not 
have done if the sun did not move." : 

Ga~iIeo, some eighty years later, revived and ,taught ·the 
theones of Copeynicus, .and having constructed a telescope, -made 
many valuable dISCOVerIes. For this he was accused -of lIimpOs
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ture, heresy, blasphemy, and Atheism." Do we not here see 
where the clergy of our time learn to call every man an Infidel 
or Atheist, who is in advance of his fellows in search of truth? 
fJe was summoned before the "holy inquisition, under the ac

; cusation that the earth moves around the sun, a doctrine utterly 
contrary to the scriptures." He was compelled to retract his 

). heresy," and for sixteen years the church had rest; but in 1632 
. he published his book entitled "The System of the World( 

which sustained the theory of Copernicus. He was agam 
brought before the Inquisition, and though he again retracted, he 

. was thrust into prison and treated with remorseless severit} for 
the remaining ten years of his life. 

But ,by following to the end the story of Galileo we have passed 
by a few years, the tragic events connected with the fate of his 
contemporary, Giordano Bruno. 
. . (To be Continued.) , 

NEW YORK LETTER. 

John Greenwald was hanged on the 6th for murdering Lyman 
S. Weeks at his home, 1°71 De Kalb avenue, Brooklyn, on the 
15th of March, 1887. Father O'Hara was his spiritual adviser, 
and consequently this murderer died in good standing in the 
Catholic church and his body was buried in Holy Cross Ceme
tery. A few weeks ago Miss Theresa Kelly (her name if my 
memory is correct) died. This lady for years had been a devout 
member of St. Stephen's church. She had, however, followed 
her beloved pastor, Dr. McGlynn, when he was removed from 
his pastorate, and had remained faithful to him after his excom
munication. For this the authorities of the church laid its heavy 
hand on her after death. The testimony of all is that she was a 
pure, loveable woman; that she had kept all the requirements of 
her church, and had died in the faith. Her friends placed her 
body in the receiving vault of Calvary Cemetery. They were 
forced by the authorities of the Catholic church to remove it, and 
.to-day it rests in a vault of a Protestant cemetery. (These are 
the facts as I understand them.) That church buries in her con
secratea ground the body of a midnight assassin. and refuses a 
like repose to the body of a pure woman. And why? Because 
it could not, by cracking its whip over her back, drive her from 
her old pastor, could not force her to give up her womanhood, 
to acknowledge that Archbishop Corrigan was the umpire of her 
conscience. Miss Kelly fought a good fight for li~erty against 
ecclesiastical tyranny. In life she was successful, but in death 
will the American people permit her to fail? Shall the Catholic 
church possess the right to refuse burial to a woman who owns a lot 
in a Catholic cemetery? Our courts have decided that the church 
has that right. .. 

And now comes a report through the Herald that a Catholic 
bank with a capital of $100,000,000 is to be started in America. 
Such a bank would be more powerful than the old United States 
Bank, which Jackson crushed out. We don't believe the church 
is so foolish. 

The closing of the Erie Canal on the 1st inst. ends one of the 
most prosperous years of i~ history. Perhaps a few it~ms might 
interest your readers. FreIght has been large and pnces remu
nerative. There have been cleared from Buffalo during the 
season 6855 boats. They have carried east 33,000,000 feet of 
lumber, 56,000,000 pounds of flax seed, 19,000,000 pounds of 
iron, II,500 tons of coal, 15,000,000 bushels of wheat, 20,000,
000 of corn, 4,000,000 of oats, and 2,500,000 of rye and barley. 
There has been taken over the canal west 66,000,000 pounds of 
iron, 20,000,000 pounds of salt, 12,000,000 pounds of sugar, 
1,500,000 pounds of coffee, 100,000 tons of coal, 95,000,000 
pounds of merchandise, and at least 16~,o00,000 pounds of sun
dries. This great artery of commerce IS opened to the traffic of 
the West free and untrammeled. There is no question but a 
free canal has lowered the price of farm products in this state, 
but in other respects our pelJple have been benefited. 

There is almost universal complaint among the farmers of this 
state over the low prices of wheat, oats, com, barley, and rye. 
The farmers in the West have formed an alliance or association 
to control the deliveries of their crops, but thus far it has been 
of no value in maintaining pricf'.s. Either it is not yet it working 

order, or they have attempted an impossible thing. It has been 
fashionable for the past few years for the world to bear our crops. 
The world seems all at once convinced that wheat and com have 
little value. The press in the East has echoed this. idea until it is 
almost a public offense to avow yourself a friend of the farmer. 
Low prices have made poor farmers, and these poor farmers, 
constituting about one-third of the popUlation, are not buyers of 
dry-goods and luxuries. The consequence is dull markets at 
Fall River and Lowell, dullness in Maiden Lane and Church 
street" our merchants failing or going out of trade. The railroads 
cannot show large net earnings so long as they have to haul 
empty cars into the wheat and com region of the West. Trans
portation one way only does not mean large income for any com
pany. From these remarks your readers can readily infer that 
business the past fall has not been satisfactory. Our merchants 
have sold goods at small profit, and collections have been and 
are slow. At the stock, produce, cotton, metal, and coffee ex
changes dullness has held sway. The public is not there. Dry 
rot is eating the life out of them. Low prices have made Door 
farmers, poor farmers have made poor mercharits, and poor mer
chants and poor farmers have made poor brokers. The iron 
trade has always been considered the barometer of business. 
That branch has been active the past three months, but has failed 
to infuse life and activity into ordinary trade. 

I see that Bonner predicts a boom in '90. The people of the 
East are in great need of one to get them out of the rut they have 
been in since Garfield was shot. The moment our farm products 
advance in price to a fair profit over the cost of production there 
will be a revival of business. Europe's whe;tt and rye crop for 
1889 is largely deficient. Russia alone has raised this year 91,
000,000 bushels less wheat and 95,000,000 bushels less rye than 
in 1888. Austro-Hungary is in the same bad fix. This ought to 
make a demand for every bushel of wheat we have to spare and 
advance prices. The advocates of low-price wheat are con
stantly depicting the hardships an enhanced price of flour would 
bring to the poor of ·our cities, forgetting the reflexive nature of 
prices. High-price flour never made a man poor. It is whisky 
and beer that bring poverty into the laboring man's home. The 
higher flour is the less money the working men would have for 
rum, and consequently, from a moral point of view, a blessing. 
The poor farmer, struggling with a mortgage on his land, has no 
sympathy. A flood, a drouth, a frost, may destroy his crops and 
not a tear is shed over his misfortunes. The change is always 
rung on the poverty of the city. 

The investigation of the dock department has ended. The 
impression is general that Mayor Grant will stir up some of the 
dry bones in that department. The removal of the commis
sioners will only satisfy the public. Our young mayor has an 
opportunity to win favor. 
, The weather is unusually warm. Almost everyone is suffering 
with colds. EUDORUS, 

New York, Dec. II, 1889. 

"STEVENS." 

DEAR GEORGE: I have been dreadfully worried of late. Nearly 
all the daily papers throughout the countrg have been publishing 
scandalous libels against my financial integrity, so that I have 
been kept busy repudiating them. Would you believe it? These 
newspapers have not only insinuated, but positively asserted .that 
I, E. A. Stevens, was the possessor of fifty or twenty miIJions. 
I don't just now exactly remember the amount, but a few millions 
of dollars, more or less, either way is a matter of no consequence 
to me whatever. Could anythi~g be farther from the truth? 
And to think that you gave currency to such sordid rumors with
out giving my friends one word of explanation that I possibly 
could not be the culprit. My chief maligner in this matter is a 
fellow for whom I had a. sort of sneaking regard, and whom 
certainly never injured, Thos. G. Sherman. I do not know 
whether I ought to commence a libel suit against him or not. 
-But learning he had abandoned the practice of law for journalism 
I concluded there was little prospect of recovering damages
especially heavy damages, such as I in justice should be entitled 
to receive-so I fortified myself to try and brace up against· this 

I 
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burden in solemn silence. However, humanity is a gregarious 
animal, so I fly to you, metaphorically, to unburden my woes. 
Think for a moment how bright hopes might be blighted; what 
brilliant opportunities might turn from my grasp, if my friends 
and 'associates' should be confirmed in the s.1.d delusion that I was 
the parsimonious possessor of $5°,000,000. Might they not shun 
me? Worse still, some one having a" little bill" against this 
fifty-millionaire might try to collect it off your humble servant, 
which would be a marvel of financiering, I assure you. Again, 
some personal friend of this much-to-be-pitied moneyed magnate 
might, in redeeming his 1. o. u. for a few thousands, send me his 
check or the currency, and I, innocently enough. go off and 
spend it. That would indeed be a calamity! Looking at it from 
any point of view, I am confronted with the gravest possibilities, 
so that I beseech you to kindly and promptly inform my friends 
that I am entirely, unqualifiedly, and absolutely above suspicion; 
that I am free from so baseless, so utterly groundless, a charge 
:as that of being possessed of $50,000.000. Honor bright! 

In your issue of the 7th, just read with my usual deep interest, 
I note that you spent the solemn Thanksgiving in riotous living 
-doughnuts, coffee, and euchre. The latter pernicious practice, 
I believe, with a gentleman who is old enongh to know better. 
By a strange coincidence I also observe that" all Sacramento 
was out to attend the unveiling of the Stevens monument.". The 
'Strange coincidence is that I am here and alive, and the monu
ment is in the wrong place .. All Sacramento should rise to 
exolain. E. A. STEVENS. 

Chicago, ]11. 

PHYSICAL IMMORTALI'rY. 

" If that thou seekest thou filldest not within thee, thou wilt never ind. 
'it without thee."-ADIpILI. 

In all ages and among all nations, the search for immort:1lity 
has been in progress. It has always been, and it stilI is, the 
prize which every religion offers its devotees. It has ever been a 
theme of poets, the gOll of phil030phers, and the nev~r realized 
dream of humanity. The idea of an endless life seems to be 
coeval with the race; it is involuntary and constant, coming with
out instruction and never wholly disappearing from human con
sciousness. 

The myths of bygone ages are filled with instances of fortu
nate or unfortunate mortals whose lives were prolonged far in 
excess of the usual allotment of years to most men. Some were 
ble:;sed with the secret of renewing their youth continually; 
some possessed control of a power whereby they became inde
pendent of known physical laws; others, as a penalty, were 
doomed to live forever and never to taste of the repose of death. 
As examples of this notion may be cited the legend of the gods 
who drank from the pool of Umritsar; Tithonus, Endymion, 
and the poet Epimenides, Joseph of Arimathea, and St. John; 
Charlemagne, Frederic Barbarosa, Thomas of Erceldoune, and 
\Villiam Tell; the priests of Sophia, and the French victims of 
the Sicilian Vespers, Sebastian of Portugal, Tryggoason of Nor
'wav, Porsenna of Russia. and the Wandering Jew; The Dancers 
of Kolbeck, The Wild Huntsman, The Captain of the Phantom 
Ship, and many others. 

Doubtless the fact that many good m en live lives of unhappi
ness. while others who are vile and wicked seem to prosper and 
are happy, creates in many a sort of ne cessary b~lief in the ex
istence of a future conscious life when all this injustice and in
equality may be righted. 

Before the idea of ultramundane immortality took shape in 
the minds of men, and later those who did not accept that theory, 
there were individuals who believed in the possibility of prolong
ing the present life indefinitely by ascetic practices, hoping 
thereby to wring the secret of rejuvenescence from nature, and 
another class who expected to achieve a similar result by the tak
ing of some elixir, drug, or substance that contained the longed
for property therapeutically. In the Orient, societies still exist 
,~hose fellows hope to render themselves independent of the 
limitations that now affect ordinary human life. They aspire to 
physical immortality with the same confidence that they look 
(qrward to a time when they shall be able to transport them
selves through space without' regard' to time or distance. In 

centers of civilization, numerically 'strong religious denomina
tions flourish whose adherents furnish examples of those who 
await the realization of this" blessed hope" . by devot~on and the 
faithful performance of their various sectarian virtues. Isolated 
instances present, in these places and elsewhere, of men who 
seek this consummation by preferment, contending that there is no 
necessary relation existing between the art of living forever and 
the observance of any form of asceticism or faith; they base their 
opinion on the longevity enjoyed by such persons as Johannes 
de Temporibus, Thomas Parr, James Bowles, Henry Jenkins, 
] ohn Rovin, Joseph Surrington, and others. 

There is a fragment of truth in all these opinions. That t\le 
prolonged and intense application of the min1 to psychical pur
suits does not invest its owner with powers that, to the simply in~ 
tellectual, are little less than miraculous, cannot now be denied; 
but it does not appear that the longevity of the people of China, 
Siam, Thibet, and British India, is on this account increasing 
either individually or collectively. That an organism like th~ 
human body should cease to exhibit all its capabilities immedi
ately upon dying cannot be believed in the face of what is now 
known of posthumous manifestations. That physical immortali
ty can ever be acquired by demolishing the structure it is one 
day expected to animate, that any kind of life can ensue upon 
the death of the body, or that eternal life can be acquired 
by the taking of some subtle potion, are all equally improbable. 

The revival of ancient medireval mysticism is a most remark
able part of the annals of this age. The belief in mascots, 
sprites, ghouls, gnomes, and vampires; the power to commune 
with the ghosts of the dear or hated dead; magic, mesmerism, 
and a hundred different phases of occultism; the search for the 
philosopher's stone, elixirs of life, etc., these inanities show an 
extraordinary state of affairs to obtain in the closing years of a 
century such as this has been. That modern science is much at 
fault, that it is sometimes misleading and occasionally at sea, no 
one who knows will deny. That some ancient beliefs, which 
were proven false by scientists of a later day, are again being 
clothed with the dignity of tr~ths, is no~ denied; this, if it proves 
anything. demonstrates the impartiality of modern research rather 
than its futility or insufficiency. The knowledge now professed 
of the seen and unseen universe, is :1t least rational; nomencla
tures have taken the place of symbols, legitimate inferentialism 
has taken the place of manyaged superstitions and puerile faiths, 
the compass and sextant have displaced star and "cro~s-staff" 
gazing; steam, which superseded wind as a motor, is being itself 
rapidly displaced by electricity; we now have greater confidence 
in boards of health than in abracadabras; and the signal service 
officer of to-day has a greater following than the hedge-hog of 
yesterday. • There are certain self-evident and other consectary 
truths that no kind or amount of assumption or mysticiliim can 
ever change or displace; they are solutions that have been ob
tained according to the rules of the " fixed arithmetic of the uni
verse." Along the ever widening horizon of human attain
ments there is a gradual shading into the realms of the unknown 
which, to the intellectually myopic, has the appearance of a di
viding line, but' which the profoundly scientific assure us is no 
more a demarcation than the circumference of one's field of 
vision, or the borders of the horizon. It is the mental explora
tions of the latter kind of men that promise such scope to the 
p~ssible, newer and larger measures of success daily, and that, 
WIth every revision of the past, enlarges the circles of positive 
knowledge and rational belief. ' 
, At present, the idea of a continued and uninterrupted develop
ment seems to have taken complete possession of the race and 
to actually override our age; all really able books are full of it· 
it is revolutionizing the trend of all research; it is stirrinO' th~ 
prete~sions, beliefs, a?d sciences of every age and every p~ople 
to theIr very depths; It cannot be wholly meaningless. , 

The fact that we live is proof that we have the power to live. 
The decreased death rate since 1861, which in England alone 
has added two thousand years to the lives of one thousand males 
during their productive period, demonstrates that mankind con
trols, in a measure at least, the duration of terrestrial life. ' ' The 
fact that a healthy human body exhibits an overplus of ability to 
arrange external conditions with advantage to itself during its de
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velopmental period, and for a number of years a perfect counter
poise between molecular destruction and reconstruction, evinces 
the power, for a time at least, of maintaining an equilibrium be
tween itself and external condition. All phenomena show that 
force and malterare inseparable and unchanging in qUlntity; 
we think this has been proven by what is known of the transm u
tation of actual energy of every kind. It is now held by physi
cistsfthat all the known cosmic forces may result from the ac
tion of living bodies; that the organic and the inorganic are but 
the two ends of one and the same thing, that both are subject to 
the same natural laws; that vitality is no force or thing at all. 
doing no work whatever, nor existing contrary to or independent 
of the ordinary known physical forces; that a body actc>d upon 
by a given force will continue to move in the direction of that 
force until the impulse ceases; that there are no superlative, di
minutive, or repeating decimals in nature; that action and reac
tion are always equal. In view of all this it seems to be a war
rantable inference, that the human individual should continue to 
live as long as the earth exists and produces plants. There is 
nothing absurd in such a conclusion; it is a logical possibility. 
The fact not having come into actual existence as yet, is no 
reason that it can never be realized; because life is the only sum 
that does not at all times exactly contain all its factors, is evidence 
that the mathematics of being is not yet mastered rather than 
that it is faulty. Surely the way in which human life at this time 
meets its requirements is by no means to be regarded as the 
only way in which they can be met 1 

I t does not seem consistent with present knowledge, however, 
to expect that perfect balance which the body maintains be
tween itself and its environments for something like a score of 
years can be made perpetual, or even of very long duration, by 
the employment of any therapeutical agent taken before, during, 
or after this equation has been disturbed. The effects of all 
medicines are as transitory as their exhibition, they act as cata
lysis; when by assimilation remedies become part by the economy, 
they are foods. 

That every creature must elaborate its own tissues, is an axiom 
in biology. The blood of one animal taken into the stomach of 
another acts as a certain amount of food, not as so much blood; 
even when injected directly into the circulation it is a question 
whether it has any effect different from that of the same amount 
of milk or even water of the requisite density, similarly employed. 
For the same reason, the introduction ofa semeniferous fluid can 
become no permanent part of the body unless made so by nutri
tion, in which event it acts simply as so much food. .\Ve know 
what effect castration has on "hair and horn," but it does not 
appear that either of !hese in greater or less abundance adds to 
the individual longevity of its possessor. True, males, as a rule, 
are pugnacious and ornamental, but these qualities do not postu
late greater power of life-in fact, there are numerous exceptions 
in nature. To the question, What effect has emasculation on the 
longevity of males? we have no statistics from which to frame an 
answer. The gelding is not shorter-lived than the stallion, and 
the eunuch frequently outlives the lord of the harem. A fluid 
capable of initiating the proc~ss of em~ryonic devel?pment cer
tainly possesses dynamogenetIc propertIes of some kmd, and that 
its subcutaneous injection should cause the fires of life, smothered 
under the weight of years, to burn more brightly for a time, is not 
surprising; but other fluids not seminal have been known to do 
as much-indeed it is quite possible that the reaction succeeding 
the momentary pain conse<Juent upon the insertion of the needle 
would do the same. But stimulation is not reconstruction; there 
has not been a continuation of the normal life; an exhibition of 
colored fire, a masquerade has occurred, not a reality; endless 
life is a question of extension, not one of patching. 

I do not believe that the attainment of longer lease of life is 
possible by means of so simple a procedure that may be taken 
advantage of at any time in life. The secret of everlasting life, 
if there is one, is a clustered fact, every integral part of which 
wtll have to be weI' understood and scrupulously observed, for 
they will be found to be basic conditions underlying the whole 
period of the individual's life at least from his birth. These 
conditions must necessarily be complex, such as the knowledge 
whereby the present process of ,reproductive nutrition may be 

radically changed; a practical application of mea~ls· that shall 
render the dynamic expense of living continually self-sustaining-, 
etc. The realization of these requisites will alone make it possi~ 
ble to.develop a quality of life that shall be of long, perhaps mo
nian, duration. The process will doubtless be slow and difficult, 
but it will not be more tedious and painful than was the evolution of 
man to his present ~tJ.te of excellence; to attain the age supposed 
to have been enjoyed by the patriarchs, need not necessarily be 
measured by geological time. 

This desire for more abundant life is shown throughout the' 
whole animate world in the instinct of self-preservation. It is 
greatest in those whose measure of life is already large, and most 
active in man, especially those who are in possession of the prizes 
of the world. It is only the weak, the aggrieved, and the perse· 
cuted who see in death "the friendly stroke;" to those who are 
strong, successful, and content, death is not a It grand and con
soling idea." 

__cc To die, and go we know not where; 
To lie in cold obstruction, and to rot; 
This sensible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod-'tis too horrible." 

This aversion to death and longing for life, inherent in all 
things that li\'e and have the prospect of ultimately perishing, 
cannot be without cause. This dread of the one and yearning 
for the other is an irresistible law that obtains in all sentient 
creatures, and it acts as a sort of intuitive knowledge that the one 
can be avoided and that the other can be obtained. In its oper· 
ation it behaves like that unconscious ratiocination shown by the· 
birds of the air, the fishes of the sea, and the beasts of the field'. 
in the phenomenon of migration; and like that. it shows a cyclic· 
ebb and flow as genuine as man's belief in immortality, which, 
has waxed and waned many times in his history. Whatever the· 
causes may be that impel these migrations, they are equa))y in-· 
domitable whether affecting the inferior creatures or man him·· 
self.. The same blind impetuosity that characterizes the journeys: 
of locustsl tile fish, blue-throats, humming-birds, antelopes,. 
wolves, and monkeys, marked the wanderings of the Cimme·· 
rians, Scythians, Jews, Mongols, Turks, Gauls, Goths, Huns;. 
Avars, Negros, etc. These promptings certainly depend on the! 
hopes and aspirations of life rather than on the expectation of 
dying. 

May it not be that some psychic law now and then, here and 
there, takes hold on humanity and gives rise to this aspiration to 
perfection, and expresses itself in this longing for immortality? 

JOHN S. LEONHARDT. 

PRAYERS. 

There are so many specimens of invocation to the deity, that 
one scarcely knows of which to make a selection. There are 
the supplicating, the didactic, the advisory, and many others too 
numerous to mention.· . 

There, for instance, is the chaplain's prayer. Not a very pleas· 
ant nostrum, but regarded as necessary to the political conscience. 
About the principal merit of this "obsequium" is the salary at· 
tached to it; its efficacy is here apparent. Keeping the incen
tive in view, the prayer should be a good one. 

Then we have the" universal prayer" --"father of all, in every 
age, in every clime adored." This prayer is progressive in its 
tendencies, a grand improvement upon its cotemporaries, but a lit-. 
tIe behind for this age of the world. 

Something akin to it is Byron's "Prayer to Nature," a suppli. 
cation sensibly imbued with the poetry of religion, but considera .. 
bly lacking in logical sequences. Had the author displayed no 
more genius in "Childe ?arold" or "Don Juan," Valhalla 
would scarcely have been hIS portion. 

Again, we have the prayer of courtesy, delivered as a kind of 
compliment to the religious element. It is only a polite ceremon. 
ial, and understood by Infidels as a leave· taking of a dying 
·m~thology. This prayer is ~ot addressed to an anthropomor
phIC God, but to that less tanglble conception-a divine intelli .. 
gence. 

Possessing, it may be, . less ornamentation, but more honesty 
is the prayer of that miserable old outcast-Lear: "I will pray 
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and then I'll sleep." . Inferentially, this prayer was dutiful, but 
deliberate and procrastinating. The resolve is suggestive of 
the human, whether crowned or uncrowned; depending upon 
God, when all other dependence has forsaken it. 

Again, we have the com mon, every-day prayer of the sanctuary. 
Of all specimens this is inost farcical, the most despicable. Not 
only is it mercenary but diabolical. It is the essence of mockery, the 
quintessence of craft. No matter where its santimonious drawl 
regales the ear, there is no mistaking it. It is a kind of com
pact between hypocrisy and malignancy. The master of cere
monies takes both heaven and hell under his jurisdiction, and 
proposes to manipulate the -machinery according to his own 
sweet will; consigning all who do not submissively kneel to him 
to torture eternal, and audaciously imploring divine wrath to aid 
him. 
. But of all the prayers, there is but one kind that justly deserves 

the name, the truly spontaneous, the genuinely sincere. This is 
such as is heard in the hour of dire extremity-when the ship is 
sinking, when the house is burning. It wells up when all hope 
of earthly help has departed. It is the promptings of fear, the 
voice of distre~ s, the irrepressible wail ofde spair . The hands of 
assistance hold out to it, and it thrills' to agony the soul of pity. 
But like aU other prayers to the Cl Supreme," its cries are usele13s, 
its pleadings are vain. VIRGINIA E. VANCE. 

JUDICIAL OATHS. 

III. 

So far as the codes of Rome were true to fundamental princi
ples they were Agnostic. The Atheist was equal to the believer 
in one god or in many gods. So far as warped and twisted by the 
priesthood, the code was bigoted and superstitious. Under the 
Christian theories, Adam and Eve were felons, their blood cor
rupted, their children cursed with the same disabilities, until, as 
the elect of God, they were redeemed by the blood of Christ. 
As the elect, with their blood cleansed and redeemed, the Chris
tians arrogantly held -themselves above other men, and claimed 
the right to disfranchise and exterminate heretics. This may 
have been the reason that Christianity was not tolerated in Rome. 
As practiced it denied the equal rights of manhood. Lecky says 
that" from the time of Tiberius, with the single exception ofthe 
Christians, perfect liberty of worship seems to have been granted 
to the professors of all religions inRome." 

The Christian emperors, when the Pandects were compiled, 
abandoned the views of the early Christians and accepted'the su
perstitious idea of the oath. Tyler says: "1 have never found 
the definition of an oath, or the form of an oath, implying the 
imprecatory clause, acquiesced in by the early Christians. The 
ages when the most dreadful im precations were used, and a mul
tiplication of them was relied upon as a greater security for the 
truth, were the ages of religious darkness and corruption."* 

The Essenes did not believe in oaths. The Ebionites refused 
to swear. Tertullian, who lived in the second century, seems to 
have considered an oath as in no case allowable. Gregory 
Nazianzen, who lived in the fourth century, never took an oath. 
fI Fly from every oath," he says. "How then shall we be be
lieved ?" he was asked. "By our word, and by a life that makes 
our word worthy of credit/' he answered. Chrysostom, Theo
doret, Epiphanius, Basil, and Theophylact seem to have con
sidered all oaths forbidden. Augustine says, "We do not as
sert that we never swear; I myself swear, but only when com
pelled by urgent necessity; and then after weighing the matter 
well, I say with great fear, ' Before God; God is witness;' or 
'Christ knows that so it is in my mind,'" He also says "that the 
oath is the fault, not of those who swear, but of the person who 
will not believe without an oath." St. Augustine was asked by 
one Publicola, "'Whether it was lawful for us to put a man upon 
his oath whom we knew to be a heathen; and who consequently 
would swear by an idol." He answered in the affirmative, al
leging the necessity of the case. "If you will not admit the 
oath of an idolater," says Augustine, " there is no other adequate 
method of forming a covenant with him, or of binding him to 

*Tyler on Oaths, IS~ 

keep his word; or of preserving the public peace; nor is it for~ 
bidden by any law of God to employ for a good purpose the 
oath of that man who~e fault consists in swearing by false gods, 
but who keeps the faith which he had pledged." He thus recog
nizes the Roman oath as a simple contract to tell the truth. 
Pope Pius ruled that an oath sworn according to the swearer's 
own superstition should be accepted as valid, because the only 
question is, "Has an oath been taken?" not "Whether that 
oath ought to have been taken." 

These citations show that in the early centuries of the Christian 
era, the oath was not universally required, that the character of 
the man who testified was more important than the form of the 
oath, or the sacred person or thing by which he swore; and that 
a solemn asseveration by a truthful man was deemed a legal and 
valid oath. For some time the early Christians only called" the 
truth to witness," regarding that as a form of oath. This in fact 
is the Brahman's oath, and was probably the form used by all 
the oriental nations. " Whatever we speak as in the presence of.. 

. God," says Athanasius, who died 373 A.D., "we Christians con
sider as spoken under an oath." 

The form of an oath required by the Christian emperors is 
shown by the oath of fidelity required of each soldier. Vegetiu3 
says: "They swear by God, and by Christ, and by the Holy 
Spirit, and by the emperor's majesty, which next to God is to be 
loved and worshiped by mankind; for, when our prince hath 
once been invested with the title of Augustus, we are to pay to 
him, as to a present and a mortal god, faithful devotion and most 
watchful -service." This joint divinity is recognized in the oath 
taken by the Council of Ephesus, which was by "the Holy and 
Consubstantial Trinity and by the piety and victory of the two 
masters of the world, Flavius Theodocius and Flavius Valentinus. 
the emperors." 

The form of swearing by the gospels appears to have been 
instituted by Justinian, and after his time the most usual form 
required the witness to touch with his hand or kiss the book of 
the gospels, saying: "So help me God! and these holy gospels." 
Prior to that time, 527, 565 A.D., all religions were tolerated, and 
while philosophers af>serted the independent dignity of reason 
they resigned their actions to the demands of law and custom: 
The Christians had separate organized communities regulated by 
their own laws; but when Constantine embraced Christianity he 
legalized their ecclesiastical organization, and thenceforth they 
claimed as the just and inalienable rights of their order what they 
had been permitted to do. The whole body of the Catholic 
clergy was exempted from all service, public or private, and from 
all taxes, and the performance of their professional duties was 
accepted as a full discharge of their obligations to the govern
ment. The bishop was the censor of morals. The priesthood 
devised a system of canonical jurisprudence, which minutely de
fined the rules of evidence, the degrees of guilt, and the measure 
of punishment. 

The Romans were descended from Aryan stock, and Aryan 
customs were preserved, so that the various tribes in Italy had 
many customs and rules of law in common. These Italian 
tribes constituted" all the world" to Rome, and. when the mem
bers of other tribes came to Rome they were not admitted to 
citizenship, but were accorded certain rights, and, in determining 
their rights, there grew up a body of law called the tus Gentium, 
or law of nations-that is, the law recognized in common by all 
these foreign tribes ~s-well as by Rome. It was defined in 
Justinain's treatise, as "that which natural reason appoints for 
all mankind." Between the law based on reason, and the code 
of the church based on the absolute depravity of mankind, there 
was a direct conflict. Under the old Roman law the making of 
contracts was attended with ceremonies; and the makers felt 

. themselves bound to observe all ceremonial contracts, no matter 
what the cost to themselves might be. These contracts were not 
deemed legal contraCts based on a legal obligation, but contracts 
binding on the consciences of the makers. Gradually these cere
monies were dispensed with, and contracts were merged into 
pacts-or legal obligations.* W. S. BUSH. 

To be Continued. 

*Maine on Ancient Law, 313. 
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THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 
The first meeting of the Directors of the American Secular 

Union was held in New York on December 7, 1889, at which 
all the members of the Board were present, except Dr. Juliet H. 
Severance, who was detained home by an accident. After a 
free discussion. the following policy was adopted, and is hereby 
submitted to the members and friends of the society. in the hope 
of securing their prompt and. active co-operation. 

We recognize the fact that" there i3 a tide in the affairs of men" 
which,should be "tf),ken at the flood." There are certain sub
jects whIch are now ?pper~ost in the public ~ind; and to the?e 
we call special attentIOn, VIZ.: Church Taxation. Secular PublIc 
Schools, and no Sabbath Laws as such. To these three demands 
of Secularism we propose to give special atte.ntion, without aban
doning the other six. ' 

In pursuance of our work, the methJd3 prop:>s~d are as 
follows: 

I. To give earnest attention to organizatioa. Many of our 
local auxiliary societies-which at one time numbered nearly 
three hundred or more-have become inactive and indifferent; 
while the National Reform Association and the American Sab
bath Union are unusally active, having their agents at work 
everywhere, holding public meetings and subsidizing the press. 
\Ve must counteract this influence by a morecompleteorganiza
tion of our forces. 

The records of such local societies as we h:l.Ve are incomplete 
and unreliable. We therefore call upon all who are interested 
in this subject to send us as soon as possible the names of all 
local societies, whether auxiliary to the American Secular Union 
or not, with the names of their officers, and the names of all 
persons who would be likely to be interested in this matter. 
We want to prepare a perfect inventory of all organizations and 
persons who are likely to work in our cause. We call for help in 
this regard. . 

If your local society is alive, or half-dead and inactive, or if 
you have no loca.l society, and have only five persons who desire 
to be organized, let us know at once. Especially let the aux
iliaries of the old National Liberal League now come to our as
sistance. .. 

We invite the co-operation of all persons and societies, 
whether they agree with us in other matters or not, to unite with 
us in promoting some if not all of the" Nine Demands." 
.. II. We invoke the assistance of all traveling lecturers and or.
ganizers in forming new societies; and in return we will aid 
them by maintaining a " Bureau of Information" regarding Lib
eral societies and active workers in the cause throughout the 
United States. 

III. Especially do we invite the correspondence of all volunteer 
agents residing in the cities where state legislatures meet, and in 
every important center where local issues may arise, or where 
new legislation may be proposed; and we ask for information 
regarding the abuse of any existing laws involving the Secular 
principle of our government. 

We propose to look after Secular interests through our auxil
iaries, through local representatives, and through other competent 
agents, wherever these interests are endangered. 

IV. We propose that our treasurer shall keep account>; of a 
special fund for the free distribution of pamphlets and Liberal 
literature generally, selecting the matter in accordance with the 
wishes of contributors. We hope to organize this work so as to 
make it a propaganda which shall be widely efficient, with the 
least possible waste and expense. \Ve already have frequent 
calls for publications of this kind, and hope to be promptly sup
plied with money for this purpose. 

V. We urge life members and annual members to help our 
secretary to compile correct lists, in order that we may know how 
many there are in our ranks, or interested in our cause, or able 
or willing to aid it. 

VI. We urge all who have time, capacity, or inclination to act 
as local volunteer reporters, agents, or pickets, to make them
selves known to us, and to say what they can and will do in such 
practical work as circulating· petitions, distributing documents or 

attending and reporting the proceedings of public meetings, and 
especially of legislative bodies. . 

VII. We urge all who can, to subscribe money for the work' 
of the Union, and, upon receipt of this announcement, to 
promptly send to the treasurer, Mr. F. C. Mende, 930 N. 17th 
street, Philadelphia, either some actual subscription, or some 
pledge of what they can do during the year, so that the extent of 
our work can be planned accordingly, and its execution insured. 

VIII. We invite further suggestions as to the work to be done,. 
and the means for accomplishing i.; but especially do we ask 
that those who are willing to lend a hand in any way should. 
communicate with us at once, as above suggested. Let each 
member and every Liberal wake up to the fact that it is his duty 
to answer to the roll-call and to inform us where he may be: 
found, what he can do, and how much he will contribute. We 
are now prepared for a large amount of active, systematic work;· 
but ouf plans presuppose the existence of live members and local' 
branches; and our success will necessarily be proportionate to 
our support. 

IX. We have taken an office at No. 930 N. 17th street, Phila· 
delphia, as our headquarters, where our secretary is at work early 
and late, and where our president and treasurer make daily calls, 
to see that the battle for freedom is wisely directed .. \Vrite at. 
once, and let us know what to depend upon. 

F. C. MENDE, Treas. R. B. WESTBROOK, Pres. 
930 N. 17th St., Philad'a, Pa. IDA C. CRADDOCK, Cor. Sec. 
Dec. I I, 1889. 

A MISSING CHAMPION. 
fII· 

To tlu Editors of Fruthought: 
Brother Putnam has just left for San Diego. It rained for three 

days previous to the time appointed for his lecture here, and th( 
churches united in petitioning their God to keep the windows 0 

heaven open so as to forbid the holding of meetings by the In' 
fidels. But their prayers did not avail. The sun god rose ir 
his majesty one hour before the specified time for our meeting 
and, like magic, swept every cloud from the sky. And althoug' 
the roads and streets were almost impassable, we had good audl 
ences both afternoon and evening. And, best of all, we got fou 
clergymen to the afternoon I:J1eeting. Had the roads been i: 
their usual condition the large hall would have been crowdec 
Mrs. Porter and the Goepper Brothers furnished delightful musi 
at each of our meetings, and Brother Putnam sowed the seeds ( 
truth with great effect. 

The next morning, having business in Tustin, a few mile 
away, I took Mr. Putnam in my cart and drove through the prir 
cipal street of Santa Ana, in the direction of the Santa Fe depo 
The orthodox observers thought Mr. Putnam was going to tak 
the train for San Diego, and no sooner were we out of sight tha 
some of them began to brag how one of their prominent preacl 
ers had backed Putnam down with a debating challenge; an 
how eager this clergyman was to debate the Sunday question wit 
Mr. Putnam. . 

A namesake of mine offered to put up ten doBars that 1\1 
Putnam never refused to debate with any representative gent1 
man at any proper time or place. When we returned, and IV 
Putnam was told that the Christians had a champion eager f 
the fray, he said, "Bring him on, I am ready. I know no su\ 
challenge as they talk about. I will delay going to San Die{ 
and debate with him as long as he chooses." 

This was a bomb they were not expecting, and on receivi 
Mr. Putnam's answer, their champion could not be found. R, 
ners were dispatched In all directions to hunt him up, and .twen 
four hours were given to find him. This morning we hun 
up one of the ministers who had boasted about his cham pi 
and he meekly told me that his man didn't care to debate i 
question. 

I told him if they succeeded in finding a man who did wish \ 
debate upon any of the issues made in Mr. Putnam's lectures,) 
would find a representative man to meet him. So we intend tc 
hold their noses close to the'grindstone. Yours for education, 

Santa Ana, Cal., Dec. 18, 1889. D. EDSON Sl\UTH. 

"The System of Nature," by Baron D'Holbach. $2. 
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WATCHFUL W ATCH.BUYERS WILL WANT" 


WETTSTEIN'S' 

WELL GOING, WARRANTED WATCHES AND WATCH WORK. 

Unequaled in quality and price. All carefully examined before shipment and accompanied 
by written guarantee. Order of WETTSTEIN, who has bl::en established in the same town 
31 years; who is an expert in his line, and who is nol: afraid to speak his honest-thought. 

:bATEST IMPROVED AMERICAN STEM-WINDERS.-Three-ounce Silverine 
case, 7 jewels, $8; II jewels, $9.50; 15 jewels, $12.50; do., adjusted, $16.50. In 3-OltnCe 
Coin Silver case, $If, $12.50, $15.50, and $19.5°. In 4-ounce case, $1 extra, and in 4-OZ., 

dust-proof case, $2 extra,. In b:!st open-face, dust-proof filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16; II. 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $20.50; do., adjusted, $24.50; do., hinged back, inside glass cap, 
$2 extra; do., gold cap, $4 extra; extra fine engraved, $1 and $2 additional. Hunting 
cases, Gold cap, 7 jewels, $23; II jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.5°; do., adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved Louis XIV. cases, $3 to $10 more. The latter are 
rarely seen in the best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 years. Beware of others ~ 

THE CELEBRATED "OTTO WETTSTEIN" WATCH.-The best in the world 
" 	 for the money; all modern improvements; a perfect watch. In Silverine case, $19.50; in 

3-ounce coin Silver case, $22.50; 4-ounce, $23.50; 5-ounce, $25; 6-ounce, $27 (no better 
sold for $40 elsewhere). In open-face, dust-proof case, filled Gold, $27; do., hinged, 
glass inside cap, $29; do., gold cap, $31; do., hunting, $33; do., Louis XIV. style, $35; in 
special artistic cases~ $3 to $10 more; in 14-karat solid Gold cases, $50, $60 to $100. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES.-AIl"hunting, stem wind; best filled Gold cases, $18, 
$20, $26; 14-karat solid Gold, $28, $30, $36, $40, etc., to $150; latter special fine artistic 
embossed cases, set with Diamonds and other jewels. 

DIAMONDS.-I am an expert in this line, and guarantee my goods at least 20 per 
cent below lowest market price. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc, worth $35. for $25~ 
do., worth $70, for $50; do., worth $100, for $75; do., worth $200, for $150; do., worth 
$5°0. for $375. Sent subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented. 

L~RINGS AND EMBLEMS.-A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated 
" 	 Jewelry of the latest designs. Select from any catalogue, and I will fill order at lower 

prices or send better goods. 
SUNDRIES. 

'3est Spectacles or Eye-glasses $1.00 6 Rogers Bros.' tr.-plated Table-spoons $3.40 
Gold do., $5 and 6.00 Solid coin Silver Spoons, marked, per oz 1.60 

(Send line of finest type you can read Silver Thimbles ·3° 
14 in. from eyes, and I can fit you.) Elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, worth $6 4.5 0 

'3est Razor (a luxury) $2; a good one 1.00 4 Best Violin Strings .50 

; Rogers Bros' best triple-plated Knives 1.75 6 Guitar Strings .70 

" Forks 1.75 Largest Albums, $1, $2, $3, $4 to 10.00 
Teaspoons 1.70 Opera and Field Glasses, $S to 15.00 

All goods guaranteed satisfactory, or money refunded. 

" Send me your watches for repairs. Best work. Cleaning, $1; springs, $1; and 

returned free; will go a thousand miles as safely as one. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN,' Rochelle, III. 
N. B. For prices of FREETHOUGHT BADGES see other column of this paper. 

WANTTO K ow 
AU tlbout ow Mcfl'l4n bodtl.m health cmd dUeau. nature'. ucreU f"nH'4led. 
How Life ig ~U4ted.heGUh m4'nlGined.,dUeouin4u~d..tUathdda1f~ 
How to mmT'Jf tlcmr Oflm m4l4. CJfld trannn"~ o/1waUA to ~ttI 
Bead tM flW4o' popul.ar, eomprUwnnN and cuQW book 'r""Ag d) 

MKDIC...lL, SOCUL .AXD SEIU.AL SC1.ENCE. 
which Dr. ED(lon declares to be .. pnceless In value, n&w, startllDg 
and very Inll lroctlve." The laleEt e<llUon Is more complete and val
nable than ever, baYing been re-WTuten In important p It eon
ta.lns AN An'RNDl.X of great procUcal uUllty made up of 

OVER:OO a ouPTIo BEOPES 
I' r A. t4 C NUS _ to A.4bllta. « 6 
• ,0 mlllete . b.le 01 POllJODS an4 ,anttdote (IrOm &umor
tu ell). n,ll8tTated dIrections rOI' . the dlo " (pl'&pared 
foJ' 	Health Board!'), and hygienic rules for re or 1D1an: ; alSo 

ORIGIN OF I .IFE A.ND DEVELOPMENT IIXN, 
tracing tbe embryo from conceptiOn, through all to b\.rth, 

lIhutrate Y Over 2 cauUful {lolored LlIIloIfra , 
on tine plate paper. lIocb as are to be found onl1 1.0 hlgb prtce~ Im
ported medical wort. ; and to illustrate the anato 1, and r elative 
p08it1o~ Qf Important. pa each boot Is a lso embell1sbed with 
TBBEJl:EI.F.G-'"NT r R ROJlOaJ T8ofV1T~OBQAN.

Address MlU'l'81 Blll PublJahlDg Co•• 129 , 28~ 81., !I. I. 

) Men, Women, and Gods. A 0n01t History of the Bib!.:. 
. I t f th r •Bemg a popu ar accoun 0 e 10nnation~y I!Ielen H. Gardener. Introduction by Robert Development of the Canon. By Bronson 

"l.Ihgersoll. Price, So cents. Keeler. Price, So cents. 

d l' 
an 
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NEW BOOKS. 
Any of the following works may be ordered 

through this office, and will be sent postpaid 
upon receipt of price. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, $1.00. 

II The book is of most excellent spirit and great
ability."-Public Opinion. 

•• Dr. Carus with an ingenious and artistic hand
unites the rival theories of the Idealists and Real
ists."-Watts·s Literary Guide. 

II Dr. Carus expounds the principles of Monism 
in a most able manner, and with so little technical 
ity as to enable all ordinary readers to follow him 
with pleasure."-Suular Thought, Toronto. _ 
THE PSYCHIC LIFE OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 

A .Study i~ Experimpntal Psychology. By Alfred 
Bznet. Pnce, 75 cents. 

II The essays constitute a powerful and masterly
argument,thoroughly supported by observed facts." 
-:New York Tribune. """ 
THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 

THE SCIENCE O}<' THOUGHf. By £I: /I1ux" 
Miiller. Price, 75 cents. 

"They are the ripe expression of a life-long 
labor in the study of the ~cience of Langu >t;tl. " 
-Scotsman, Edinburgh. 
THE IDEA OF GOD. By Dr. Paul Caruso Price, 

IS cents. Being a disquisition upon the devel
opment of the idea of God in human thought ,iDd
hIstory. 

"An effort to purify our idea of God."-Lite
rary World, London. 

II The writer defines God as "The Ethical Life 
of Nature," and supports his definition with much 
solid argument."-Watts's Literary Guide,London. 
MAKING BREAD DEAR." A Controversy be

tween Wheelbarrow and Sympathizer. Price, 
10 cents. 

II In the controversy both sides are fairly rep
resented and some new ideas advanced which 
clear the atmosphere of the clouds that frequently
dim the honest mind."-Elite News, Chicago. 

A REGULAR EDUCATED 
AND LEGALLY QUA

LIFIED PHYSICJAN, and 
the 	m('st successful (in his 
specfalty) as his practke will 
surely 	 prove. The Doctor 
treats all thofle pecullar dis
eas~s of young and middle
aged 	 men such as seminal 
weakness. impotency, &c., re
Bulting from indescretiOll and 
ignorance of youth. 'I'hose who 
are aiJ!ng should send ten (10
cents for his hook, .• Private 
Counsellor," settillg forth an 
external Application-

A PO~ITJVE CURE 

ti~it~Oc~~t,i~ndo:~uhla~~ 
read by the )'()Ullg for instnlC" 
tion and the afflicted for relief. 

All Communications Strictly Confidential. 
Plain EnvelopeI'! used. The book spoken of sel1t scaled. 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, VINEI,AND, NEW JERSEY 
Say where you saw this Advertisement. 

[From the Wallhington National View.l 
Dr_ Fellows, of Vineland, New Jersey oifl'rs his valuable 

services to all those in need of a kind, symp:Lthetic and 
skillflfl.}lhysician. Similiar a~vertisements from unreliable 
practltlOuers have been. af!sall~d a.nd e;XlJosetl by the press, 
but, Dr. FelloWll. a speCIabst, In hiS lllle. stands foremost 
in hi!! profession. and. the encomiums show~red 110 III him 
publIcly as well as 111 private, are 1l.atterlllg evitlences of 
t~e high aP\lreciatio~ and ,?on~de~ce ~lS long and conscien
tIOUS devollOn to hIS speCIalt,lcs lD hiS profession have so 
justly merited for Lim. and it is safe to tmst hIm. 

A '.restinlollial. 
WEST LIBERTY, 0., Aug. 12 1888 

. DR.~. P: FELLOws-Dear Sir: The remedy y~U sent 
IS workmg lIke a charm. I am completely I!llfl'rised the way
it acts upon the organs. Have only been using it one week 
and that weaknesss, (seminal weakness) is COluiJl1t out aU 
right. Yours resl'ectfully, J. R. 

REMARKs-The above is a fair sample of the hundreds of 
testimonials received from all parts of" the United States 
fI:om young. middld-aged and elderly men, ~llffering froni 
various kinds of sexual complaints, but who ale now cured 
by my External Application, the greatest of all known
remedies for this class of di'3ea.ses. As I a'I> an out and-out 
Liberal I trust the l<'reethinkers of the ],and will I;ive met their patronage, and not wa.ste their time aud money on 

I.Chmti~ doct()l1I. _DR. F};LLOW8. 

l 
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RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the I'uture 

Republio of North Amerioa 

BY A CAPITALIST. 

A book advocating associate life as a.remedy 
for poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the 
present conditions' of society in this country, 
pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 

lis almost impossible that the people should be 
otherthan poor and vicious under our present 
system. The rt!medy, the author thinks, is com
munal life, and he has drawn a vivid· picture of 
the future Rt!public of North America, as it will 
be when society shall be organized on the princi
ples of Rational Communism. The book is vig
oru.sly written. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Address, PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

CHURCH AND STATE 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC 
. SCHOOLS.-THE NEW 

AMERICAN PARTY, 

A Criticism by "Jefferson." 
Price,lo.cents. Address 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD: 

ROMAN. RULE OR RUIN. 
BY Z. SHED. 

A Summary of the atrocities committed 
by the Catholic church. 

Price, 10 cents; four copies, 25 cents; ten 
copies, 50 ce ..nts:<, Addr.ess. 

PUTNAM & MACDONALD. 

Why Priests Should Wed. 
BY JUSTIN D. FULTON, D.D. 

A startling book, particularly to those 
una·cquainted· with the. character of the 
conf essional. Price, $ I .50. 

Address this office. 

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 
A new edition, with numerous illustrations. "I 
choose that a story should be founded on proba
bility, and not always resemble a dream. I desire 
to find in it nothing trivial or extravagant; and I 
desire above all that under the appearance of 
fable there may appear some latent truth obvi
ous to the discerning eye, though it escape the 
observations of the vulgar."-Voltaire. . 

12 mo., 448 pp., laid paper, with 67 engrav
ings. Price, paper, $1 60; cloth, $1 50. 

The Open Court. 
AWeeklyJournal of Reverent Freethought. 

Discussing Problems in Science, Philosophy, 

Ethics, and Religion. 


Subscription/or t~uelve months, $2.00. 

··--Specimen Copies free on application.-

THE OPEN COURT PUB. CO., 
15g-J7S x.. Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

p. O. D:.wf!t F. 

_"THE ORDER OF CREATION, 
A lJil!cu!I!lion between Gladstolle, Huxley Mulk~ LintoQ 

Beville on the Con1licl betweeQ Geneada r " GeolOU

hiee. 60 ccuw. 

1'HE LATEST FASHIONS 


BU3INESS SUITS FOR................ ~ ................................... $25.00 

DRESS SUITS FOR........................................................ 35.00 
P ANTS TO ORDFl13. POR................................................... 6.00 

Samples forwarded on Application, 
CE3:A.S F.·::8U:FI..G-DlL.AN".' 

TAILOR, 
--101 FIFTH STREET 101

BUSINESS ,OFPICE, 11 POWELL ST. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Central Stands, 200 and 207 Sutter St. 
N W S Sand W Corners Kearny and Sutter tB. 

Telephone 1950. 

:r A. REED. 
FIRST-CLASS 

BOOTS & SHOES 

Made to order. Perfect fit guaranteed. Re
pairing neatly done. I Invite the readers of this 
paper to give me a trial. JAS. A. REED, 

375 Natoma st., cor. 5th, S. F. 

P. A. CLARK. CIIAS. W. CLARK 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

NURSERIES. 

CLARl{ BROS., PROPRIETORS, 

NURSERYMEN. 

Catalpas for Timber Culture a 

SPecialty. 


Have at Their Nnrseries all Kinds of Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees and Vines. 

Orders Filled Etnd Delivered on Short Notice. 
Speoial Attention. Given to Planting 

and Caring 'of Orohards 
and Vineyards. 

Address 

CLARK BROS.,·' 
P. o. Box 0, San Jacinto, OAl. 

lx~Nl~BURU's WORKS. 
o e 

False Claims. Price 10 cents singly; 75 cents 
per dozen. As a Missionary Document it is 
nnexcelled. Among the subjects considered 
by Mr. Remsburg are: The Church and Mor
ality; Criminal .,tatistics, showing the creeds 
of the prisoners in the penitentiaries; the 
Church and Civilization;· the Church and Sci
ence; the Church and Learning; the Church 
and Liberty; the Church and the Anti-slavery 
Reform; the Woman's Rights Movement; the 
Temperance Reform; the Church and the Re
publio. " 

fathers of the Republic. Paine, Washingtoa. 
Jefferson, and Franklin. Price 15 cents. 

Bible Mora~s. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanc
tioned by Scriptm e; Falsehood and Deception; 
Cheating; Thefl and Robbery; Adultery and 
l'rostitution; Murder; Wars of Conquest and 
Extermination;. Despotism; Intolerance and 
Persecution; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness 
to Children;" Cruelty to Animals; Human Sac
rifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; Slavery; Po
lygamy; Intemperance; 'Poverty and Vagran
cy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, 
single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special 
discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. - This is the best and most 
thorough work ever written on the Sabbath 
from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab
batic Idea; the Jewish Sabbath; the Christian 
~criptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
~unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab. 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; the Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Lhrislian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation or Sunday 
Law!': C) Pr;f'f". 2C: "pnt.. : fl ronif"". f;T .~. 

~ WASHB~RN'S WORKS. 

Tbe False TeachlDgS of tbe Cbristian Church. 
Price, 10 cents. , 

SuDday .and the Sabbath. Price, 10 cents. 

Tbe Foolishness of Prayer. Price, 10 cents. 

The Catholir. Church and the Publio Schools. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Was bsus Insane? Price, 10 aents. 



832 F'RESTHOUGHT. 

=:THE NEW YORK DRESS CHART,: JUST PUBLISHED. JUST PUBLISHED. 
A system of easily-comprehended rules and 

Chart by which anyone can readily 
learn to cut Dresses, Basques, etc., 

in the most perfect manner. 
It contains the best ideas 

resulting from thirty 
years experience 

with Dress 
Charts 

and Tailor 
systems. It is 

adapted to the mod
. ern requirements ofdress, 

and is used and indorsed by 
the best professional dressmakers 

of the East. It is as far superior to old 
methods as the steam car is to the stage. 

Price .of the Chart, with full instructions, $10.
By special arrangement we are able to offer the 
readers of FREETHOUGHT a liberal discount, for 
a short time. Write for particulars i£ you/are 
at all interested in mallers of household econo
my~' This chart will save any family five times 
Its cost in a single year. 

Send 25 cents with bust and waist measure 
and number of inches from natural waist up as 
high' as you wish the dress underneath the arm, 
for a sample pattern drafted to order, with full 
directions for making up, if you wish to test the 
system. WTo take the first measure correctly, 
place the tape above the bust, underneath the 
arms, and straight across the back, drawing it 
very tight. Write figures plainly. Address, 
Agents t DRESS CHART AGENCY, 
wanted. f 504 Kearny st. San Francisco, Cal. 

, " Care of Putnam & Macdonald. 

THE WEEKLY STAR. 

THE PEOPLE'S PAPER/ 

Per Year ....................... $1. 50 
Six Months ...... ~. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ·75 
Three Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 

EDITED BY 

'F. B. PERKINS, JAS. H. BARRY. 


OFFICE: 

'4 2 9 Montgomery st" San Francisco. 


S. P. T A Y LOR & CO., 
Manuflolcturers and Dealers in 

PAPERS! 
Manila, Book, News, Hardware, Wrapping 

PAPFR BAGS, TWINE. 

pjoneer So. Coast and San Geronimo Paper Mills 


414 and 416 Clay st, S. F. 


w. M. HINTON & CO. 
P.RINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

536 CLAY STREET, 
Below Montgomery. San Francisco. 

THE SABBATH .IMPOSTURE. 
BY HARRY HOOVER. 

npowing that there is no authority for the 
; Sunday laws. either Human or 

_1\ "Divine." 
Price, 10 cents;' three copies, 25 cents; 
ight copies 50 cents. Address this office. 

·Dr. Waod's Rhubarb 8-It 


THE GLO~Y ft}

·~OF II1}7I~ELITY 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM . 

"The Glory of Infidelity" was one of the poet-secretary's happiest efforts, and ranks 
with the best speeches of the Congress.--New York Truth Seeker. 

Putnam's "Glory of Infi~elity" is one of the ablest defenses' of Freethought to 
which I have ever listened. JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

The lecture was "The Glory of Infidelity." No man or woman could hear it with
out being inspired by the heroic Infidel manhood and womanhood -coming down to us 
as a rich inheritance through the dreary ages .of the past, and pointing with glorious 
hope to the" New Heaven and Earth." J. F. "BECK. 

I believe I ,express the unanimous sentiment of all when I say that for a lecture of 
its character, Mr. Putnam has never been surpassed and seldom equaled on our platform 
-a platform famous for the talent it affords. " The Glory of Infidelity" fairly bristles 
with good things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic Secular sermon. , ' 

E. A. STEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union. 

--PRICE 10 CFNTS.-

Address PUTNAM & MACDONALD, 504 Kearny st., San Franci~co, Cal. 

SOMETHING NEW. 


--THE-

"COSMIAN HYMN BOOK." 
---.A COLLECTION OF--

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED EYMNS 
(WORDS AND :MUSIC) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 

For Schools and the Home. 


J~ karat Gold Scarf P!n ..............................$ 40
COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 10 karat Gold, small s}ze Badge Pin.... ...... ........ 2 0 

14 karat Gold, small sI.ze Badge P~n.................. 2 75 

14 kara~ Gold, small SIze Ba~e Pm wlthDiamond,S5, 600 

10 ka.rat Gold, Large Badge Pm............ .......... 3 00 

14 karat Gold. Large Badge Pin ...................... ~ 00 


Price .. : ......•••••............ $1.50 

10 karat Gold, Small Charm (for watch chain)..... • 3 00 
14 karat Gold, Small Chann (for watch chaiu)....... ~ 50

Address orders to 
10 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain)....... 560 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm (for watch chain) 600 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
14 karat Gold, Large Charm .. .. Dia~~~d* 14 00 

"This is a full-bodied diamond, set so that it may be 
cleaned from the reverse side and never lose its brilliancy 

Revere, Mass. 

ent~dn;rt~~~!ya!v:~~ea~id~:;s:.nd guaranteed aa repn,
PUTNAM & MACDONALD, ' 

THE follJwing composition was handed 
in a few days ago, by one of the smaller 

04 Kearny Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
girl pupils, to the teacher of a department 
primary in one of the city schools: "A 
cow is an animal with four legs on the un THE FIELD-INGERSOLL DISCUSSION. 
der side. She tail is longer than the legs, Faith or Agnosticism.
but is not used to stand on; The cow kills A series of articles
flies with her tail. The cow has big ears --from-
that wiggles on hinges; so does her tail. The North American Review' 
The cow is bigger than the calf, but not so -by
big as an elephant. She is made so small REV. HENRY M. FIELD, I ROBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 

that she can go into a barn when nobody is 
The discussion upon which are basedlooking. Some cows are black and some 

the Remarks ofhook. A dog was hooked once. She 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone.tossed the dog that killed the cat that wor

ried the rat. Black cows give white milk; Price 50 cents. Sold by :Putnam & Macdon. 
so do other cows. Cows chew cuds, and aId, 50~ Kearny .it., San Francisco, California. 
each finds its own chew. That is all there 
is about cows." "Bible Contradictions," I 5 cents. 

.impart a delicIOllS flavor to all drinks, cure dyspepsia, promote digestion, an ' 

I ers regulate the bow~ls. Ask your dealer for them. A. G. Wood, 323 Eddy.,
street, San FranCISCO, Cal. . ' . . ' 
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