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l RICHARD PHCENIX,
""....1 

U. S. MARSHAL AT SHANGHAI, CHINA. 

TO 

G. W1LEY WELLS, 

CONSUL GENERAL. 

UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 

SHANGHAI, October' 15th, 1877. 
J~. FH(ENIX, ESQ., 

United /states Marshal. 
SIR :-1 have the honor to request thfl.t you will examine 

the enclosures 11larked Nos. 1 and 2 ; No.1 being a state. 
nlent wrItten out and forwarded by Mr. O. B. Bradford 
to the Departlnent of State, signed by you, setting forth 
certain facts said to be Inade by you, and upon which 
Mr. Bradford partly relies for his vindication froIn cer~ 

tain charges preferred against him by Mr. J. C. Myers, 
late Consul General. 

No.2 is a protest dated April 25th, 1877, signed by 
yourself, Mr. Hendrick, 'Consular Olerk, and Mr. Coffey, 
Office Olerl{, addressed to J. C. Myers, and forwarded to 
the Department of State, in which ,you repudiate said 
statement, and declare "that any report t~a~ he, Mr. 
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Bradford, Inay make to the Department as to these con­
versatiolJs,we disown as irregular, unfair, and unjust, &c." 

I have' the bonor to request tba~ you will make a full 
report as to \vhether the statement forwarded Mr.O. B. 
Bl'adf~ord is true or 'false. If false" state "vherein; and 
state all fact,S and circumstances connected/ therewith. 
Also state all facts within',your knowledge relating to the 
charges pryferredby Mr. Myers against Mr. Bradford, 
herewith enclos~d. ' 

Yours, Respectfull,Y,,' 
<?t. WILEY WELLS, 

Consul General. 

UNITED:'STATES OONSVLATE GENERAL. 

SHANGHAI, October 19, 1877.; 
G. WILEY WELLS, ~sq., 

United States Consul' General. 
Sir ,:-1 have bad the'honorof receiving your com­

munication of the 15thi,l1starit, wherein you req·uest that 
I will examine the inclosures Inarked Nos. land 2 ; No. 
loeing a staterrl'ent written and forwarded' to tbe State 
Department, and upon wbich, Mr. Bradfor,dpartly relies 
for his vindication from certain chftrges preferred against 
him 'by ·JohnC. Myers, late· Consul Gen~ral; and No. ,2 
a protest against, and repudiation of, tbe receipt by the 
Departnlent of such statement ; also your request that I 
"viII nlal{e a full report of all the facts "\vithin my knowl­
edge, relating to the charges preferred by Mr. Myers 
against Mr. Bradford. I feel grateful for fqe 9Pportun}'ty 
thus afforded me, to bri1ng to your notice sonle facts, 

, wlfich may help you in reforming the abuses aod !diE~ 

h,onesty practised in this Consulate General. 
On the 17th of April last, I was called by, Mr. Bradford 

int~ his office; be was engaged in "\vriting a statement 
in answer to charges preferred against him, by Mr. 
Myers the 00nsul General, then under suspe,nsion. I 



iI,

to endorse an~ .screen hirn. froIn the charges rnade, and 
''\yhichwe knew were true., As I feel fully competentto 
make myowll statements in this nlatter, and with nly' 
knowledge of the source of the difficulty, I repudiate my 
so·called statement of the 17th of April, and respectfully 
submit the follo\viilg in its place. 

I am Inade to, say that I have beetl Acting Marshalat 
the' Collsulate General for seve:r:al years; I ~ave been 
}farsh~l ill; every sense the \vord inlplies, except reyeiv­

-'ing the fees due by law to the incUInbentof (that office. 
1\.s'·~o the letter of Feng Tautai, said to have been \ivrit;. 
tE)nin 1876, I never to my knowledge s'aw such a letter,

" .or any other letter purporting to have been written bya 
I Chinese official, advocatitlg the Woosung' Railway:' 

sGheme. I know of no personal quarrel between the 
officials and Mr. Bradford,butI am'well aware, 

that, the official relations between 'tllem and t'his' offic~ 

\ 

asked several questions in relation to Mr. MJ'er~ and 
.....&, .... A..... ...,'......... , in c'onnectio'n ,vith th~ then existing difficulties. 

,vas well awar~, and felt sure, that what~ver r'n)ight 
say in the'matter, if not favorable to Mr. Bradford, would ' 
not be accepted by· him. He was in the full', swing of his 
power; and flushed \Vlth his success in being the p~inci- J 

pal cause of Mr. Myers' suspension, and with the. entire 
confidence of the Minister. I considered it unwise to 

\ " 

cross him in any of his plans; so I considered the only 
alternative left me, was to let ,him make his ,answer as it 

, suited him to' nlake it, and at' the, first opportri,nity pro­
test against the use of nlY name in connection with any 
statements, in 4is favor pllI'porting to haveconlefrom me. \ 
On the 25th of April, a few days after ,his conversatiop 

, with me, and after, consulting with Mr. :Hendrick and 
, Mr. Coffey, I sent a communication to ,Mr. Myers,'Signed 

b'Y the above gentlernen and, n1yself~ disavo\ving Mr. 
Bradford's action in using our names in\ his beha.lf, ,and 
,conlplaining,of the pressure brought upon US,\to force, us 
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are not in haTmony.~ know, and every intelligent person 
in this comlnunity k:nows that Mr. Bradford is pecuni­
3rily interested in the Woosung I{ailvvay, and boasts of 
his connection with it; I can show that he has land and 
houses at the Shanghai end of 'the road, and land at the 
Woosung end of the line, his speculations in land on the 
proposed Seward Road, is a fact that cannot be denied. 
The Chinese officials were led to believe that the W 00­

sung l~oad was to be an ordinary" Oarriage Road," such 
as others in, and running out of the settlem~nts. Mr. 
Bradford in his official capacity, k:ept them under that 
inl'pression as long as he possibly could; they used their 
good offices to advance the scheme, and made it easy to 
purchase the land along the proposed "Road," until 
they becarne a\vare of its real character, then they pro­
tested, and have always protested against its being con­
tinued without the I~perial Sanction. That the Se,vard 
Road was laid out by the J\funicipal Authorities is false. 
I know that it never was in the hands of the Municipal 
Authorities. It ,vas well known as the pet scherne of 
the U. S. Consulate Genei"al, and the Senior Treaty Con­
sul of Shanghai, W. II. 1\tfedhurst of Ii. B. Ms. Consu­
late, so inforrned Consul Q'eneral Myers at a ITleeting of 
Treaty Consuls. This Seward l{oad was fostered and 
advanced step by step, by pressure brought to bear on the 
Chinese officials, by the U. S. Vice Consul General O. 
B. Bradford, he owning land along the proposed road at 
that tilne; the only obstacle in his way being the refusal 
of the Chinese officials to be cajoled or bullied into for­
cing·the natiyes to remove their farnily graves, or sell 
their lands, and the well kno\vn aninl0sity of Feng Tau­
tai to this Oonsular officer; I not only think this Road is 
a private speculation in \vhieh Mr. Bradford is largely 
interested, but I know it is. The Municipal Authorities 
may be ready to light and grade it, \vhen it has become 
an established thoroughfare. 
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I am made to s~yin Mr. Bradfo.rS,s statement "that 
I have been in hisuffice daily, for many years; and have 
heard or know of no discourtesy whatever, to gentlemen 
doing business there/' I repudiate most emph&tically the 
above sentence. I have been in his office many times 
daily, for many years, and few days have passed that 
so'rne person was not insulted, who came to do'business 
with ~inl. As a specinlen of his manner, one illustration 
will be sufficient here: A respecta~le woman, formerly 
stewardess of an American ship, being out of employment 
and anxiops to -return to the United States, came to the 
Consulate General for assistance or advice. She (said, 
" Mr. Bradford, I have come to see you to get your ad­
vice." Mr. Bradford illterrupt,d her, and said, "Well, 
the best advice I can givey~u, is thatyou go to the jetty 
(pointing out of his office-window to the river), and drown 
yoU:rself." The woman began to cry, al1d he said, " :Now ' 
1 don't want you crying'aroulld here, get out of this, and 
don't come bothering me, for I won't have it;" there­

"	 upon the' woman. left his office. I afterwards' learned 
that she was ,assisted to get to her home by the British 
Oonsulate. 

~Itis tr_ue that I l~now nearly .every one of this foreign 
I 

community (about 2,000 persons), and that ,a large num. 
oerbelieve Mr. Bradford to be a gentleman. That the 
communityknow him to be one, is an open question. 
And as to his having the'full 'respect and confidence of, 
the whole community, is as absurd (as it is false. Th~t 
no one can makl:l use' of him or his office improperI,y I 

are his words, and not .rnine. That' Mr. .Bradford is a dis~ 
honest public offi,cer, I assert, and have asserted it in the 
face'of threats of personal harm. I will go farther and" 
s~yin plain language., he is a liar and a thiej. I 'use these 
words, as there are 'no athol'S which would prpperly ex­
press the exact meaning I wish to convey. 1 did, tell . 
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Mr. M~yers not to nlak:e charges against Mr. Bradford, 
and that it \vou]d not be the right thing to do; I had 
the best reasons to k~novv that Mr. Myers \vould fail, 
unless he first got rid of Bradford bysl1spension; ho\v 
close I carne to the truth, su bsequent events ,viII show. 
It is true that the books of account have lain on the desk: 
in Mr. Bradford's office, but he has jealously guarded 
thern so that no person bad an opportu nity of inspecting 
thenl. The self sanle book:s are in your possession novv, 
and I respectfully call your attention to the manner in 
\vhich they have been kept, to show that he lied in say­
ing anyone could exanline his book:s, aR they \vould be 
found correct. If these books do not brand ,binl' a thief, 
I never was more mistak~en. I have been:Nlarshal at this 
Consulate General since 1871, and \have eHrned by hard 
,vorl~ and the faithful perforlnance of rny duties, i often 
attended with nluch danger, quite a sinall fortune, but I 
have not received one cent of the fees I earned, for fi.ve 
years, and I have learned that they \;vere ,paid to ~1r. 

Bradford to Inak:e his salary equal to his \vo1"th. I 
have reason to believe that the Marshal's fees aOl0lult to 
$2,000 yearly. Mr. Bradford has taken fro 111 the late 
Oonsul General $100 per rrlonth, and plaeed it to his o\vn 
credit, in spite of the protest of Mr. 11'yers,with his salary 
as Consular Ulerk: $1,200, appropriation of$100 perlnonth 
froIn the Consul General's salary, the Nlarshal's fees 
,$2,000, sho\va yearly incorne of $4,40 0, then with his well 
kno\vn land and raiboay speculations, his m,isappropriation of 

Gove1"nm,ent 1noneys, his fra'udulent vouchers, his plundering of 
estates, and Illany other ways k:nO'ATll andunknovvn, of 
wrongfully enriching hirnself, you will not be surprised to 
kno\v that he is a wealthy l1lan. As you are in charge of the 
Consulate General, and can investlgate as to the truth or 
falsity of these charges, I appeal to you for an irnpartial 
judgrnent. W'llen Mr. Myers spoke to me of having nle 
regularly cornrnissioned as Marshal, I told hirn that I 
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hoped it would 'be dnne,/and that Istipposedheretofore, 
'tha,t the la,v had been(conlplied ,vith. ' 

On ~he' 9th ,of Jan tia:ry, last, I ViTas <Iirect~d by Mr. 
Mye~s to vvrite \two, letters for hrm to s~gn:"8uspendrrig 
IMr. Bradford froul his sevel~al officers and duties in the 
Consulat~ Gen,eral, and ordering him to vacate the'rooms 
he occl1pied in the ,Oonsular Buildipgs. "The letters "vere 
written, signe,d by Mr. Myers, and duly delivered to Mr 

i
Bradford. , 

,I suggested to Mr. Myers that the proper course would 
Ibe tO give 'h~!nl it cot1y of the yharges pl:eferre,d, so that. 

he might have all opportunity of anRwering, so far ashe 
could, the chal~ges'aga~nsthirn. .But' under the 'existi~}g 
state of affaii-ts it Vi~ould by uriwlise to adop.t 'this, C9urse, 
as, knowing the charges, it would be'a very easy matter 
fori Mr. Bradford,. withal] the doculnents~ndproofsin 
bis,controlanJ in his. Ikeeping, to destroy 'ttnyevidence 
'Mr. Myers rnighthave secured. ,With every p'artof the 
ofiice,u~der the exelusive control of~fr. Bradford, every 

'I servant' a spy, together with his Virell known influence wit,h 
the Minister, it lnay re'adilY'be seen .how e aSJ7' it would be 
for him to make the charges against hinl. appear as frivol­
on's. How well he has done this self same thing events'r 

c~n testify. ) 

Mr. Mye.rs acted discre~tl'y, I b onestly .believe, in not 
, giving him ,a GOpy of the charges made: but,he informed 

Mr. Bradford t~at the charges iwou1d be made ,at the 
proper place, and he would be notified of them at the 
proper tinle. When 'l asked M.r.Bradford' for the keys 
of, ~he 'safe, in obedience to orders from the Oonsul 
General, he refused to obey theorder,and declined tQ 
delive~ to \Jhe the keys,' under' pretence .off being per­
so~ally responsible for the contents of the safe ;~ know- \ 
hig, very ,veIl that theOon~ult General was the r~'sponsi": 

, , bl~ party, being, under heavy bonds to the Governmep. t 
'for allmoneJ7 s and'prop~rty in'~heGonsulate, General; 'I 

I.e 



8nticipatedthe refuilitl ..•. ()f.N(r'~rii~f()t~~,d~eY'l!r. 
My~xs~. order, \~nd'asked foratl~h,pritY''t61takepos'sessi9n.,. 

\ ..... ", ..••.....•..•..... ".' .> •....• ' ....•. 1 ••..•.••..• ', •• ,' .• ,.. ,.'./, .•.•..• : .•.•..•..•.•....•••. ' .•• ' .' . ' 

•• '~u,~~rl, ¥.Y~r$~i~l1Qt,t~J~ ••k!.• h(J·v.r~l'l14 refu~e't~~~.~~,anel
 
.', c.har~id.Jne·n~~·toi~()·fatth~(th~n.t~;~~~al)~~~~~~~il.
 
~~n.Y,till'f~s~,~~.n1y,Beal'illg ~'h~.l\l1 r.:Bt~fP~~I~~0lt~l'l in.. 
dlSrei!pe.<:,tfnLlangua~eQf .•~r.<M~yers;"t~e;.()ldJool'~ 

'Was ~corUm()nexprei!si()nof his;Idon~tgo iJ)to,de,tail~ 
in this as others will confirmthesame,thing/Theother, . 
clerks in this\ office have freqt1~ntly.and, bitterly ,com'.. 
pl~ined of the trea,trnent they r~ceive,dlattbehand:s,of'Mr. 
~radford.As fOl~ the general complaint 6fhisd~scql~rtysy 

',you- may judge how' far I am right by theI).umber of
 
conlplaints th~t have reached you in the ShOl~t time you
 
have been ?ere. :Those \vho have cause of conlplajnt
 
against hiTll i,n his official capacity as being: overbearing
 
and insu,lting"Iassert are,in a great majo~ity" and time,'
 
I anl sure, willbrit1\g them to your notice. It is/quite
 
true, as he has fre'quently insinuated, that Mr. ,Myers,was
 
not mentally well. ~he treatment .hereceived· frO,111 the
 

, first day of bis arrival in Shanghai, and while in charge

~f this Consulate General, was,to say the least, disgl'ace­

ful ~nd tllostshatnefnl. But that his reason wfas irnpaired
 
in the slightest \degree, as Mr. Bradfor,d has il)~in uated,
 
and labbred diligently to mak\epnblic,is an nnqu~lified
 

\	 li~, arid as contempta.ble as its auth~r~ \M~.\Myers ofte'n 
conversed. with lllein relation to Mr. ,Bradford occupy­
'ing rOOU18 in the Consulate Buildings, the satneam~)unt 
of/foom which the Government is charged $800 per 
annum tor. 'And he said h~ thought it. a sharne that the 
man ,had been allowed to quarter) hiffiselfand -servant, \ 
upon Gov~rnment space, so much needed for office pur­
poses~ while the ' archives bf tbeOonsul,Genel'ai were 
scattered in eqnfusion a~duncared for in the .loft of the 
building. \ He' husbillitteq. hi:mself "vithout auth'ority 
olltbeprernises of th'eGc)Ver,nnlent,and has done so for 

~ears, without paying one cen t il~ return f~r the privilege, 

\	 I 

http:�.�..�..�.�....���
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or paying for the gas used by him in his rooms. These 
facts are evident to yourself by this time, as the positive 
proofs are; in yonrbands. Mr. Myers has charged that 
he has spoken disrespectfully 'of American ~lissionarie8 . 
resi;dingin China. That is true enough. I hol.d the proo] 
in my hands of his having caused.a slanderous article to 
be published in a 'newspaper "'lth,a ver.y large circulation 
in China; and I have heard him tilne and tilne ,again 
speak disrespectfully of them: he seemed to delight iri 
detecting their mistakes or errors in postal nlatt~rs, and 
showing their ignorance of postal regulations in a wrong 
light to whoever would listen to him. flis general repu~ 

tation that he l has perforlned the duties of his office \vith 
promptness and ability is the outside gloss of his own 
rnanufacture., Ho\v far that is true, I most respectfully 
refer you to the condition of the office since you have 
taken charge; the condition of the records and archives 
as, well as. the want of furniture or supplies found in any 
of the offiees. I have used a desl{ ever since I came here 
'.-nlY own private property-and have had to supply rriy~ 

self with necessary stationery very Inany times. I refer 
_you to Mr. Coffey as to the correctness of this assertion 
'as be has done the sarne. [ 

Mr. Bradford read to me the charges which /Mr. Myers 
had preferred against hiIn; bnthe "vas particularly care­
f~l not to read to me his answer to tflem. I arn ,of opin.. 
ion that Mr. Myers has not done justice to hinlself in 

"pa,ssing so lightly over the evidence which he could 
\	 br~ng'again8t Mr. Bradford. In hi~ defense,he has re­

sorted to mental triangulations, which mak:e him appear, 
abpve even suspicion. He has, b'y a jesuitical systern of 
a~guments~vvith .his favorites, brought them to believe 
that he has not received fronlthe Governrnent the recog­
nition his eminent abi lities (?) entitle hinl to. There ,is 
not the slightest indication that he ever considered the 

< friendship' of Mr. Myers \vorth..seeking. He Idid not call 



upon Mr. Myers, on "th~ ste~nlertwhen hearr-ived in 
,Sp~lngha,i, 'bpt\vhen it,served l~is' co'nv~~ience, son1e time 
afterward.. . '. P'flne~ks$arYQhstacles •w~re thrown in th'e 
waYi of M,r.Myerstakin,ge~argeofl;lhroffice,and during 
the inter\\alo~<'hii!;'lV~iti~gf7toYer,threeweek$-he~a8 
cornpa~tiv;~lyigno~ed~;",Mr..My~t~J~oe$· notmeeU' t() he 

, infotmed ·ofthisf·d)e~.throl1ghtnie./.&lifor' the remarks. 
ofMr•. Bradfol'd1ipon the'8Gei,&lposititio~ of !fr:Myers,' 
,I wUl pass ove,r,as beingasconte~pti'bJe,as,J;hea.lft~or 
.of theni.. Hisstanda'r~of ~och\r(lo~itiolli~:,th~twhich 
fie pas learned fron1the. J?ritish snob, 'an'd\vhos~l,airsan.d 

, '.' . I' .•.• / 

manners he apes. lIe is th;e'fountain-beafl" of ·all·fhe 
I.venoqlousacclls.ations again~t John O.'My·ers. ' Rehas';i 

b'een. diligen t in spre~dingscandal aridr ~'un;i'Ois-pr:ejudi~ 
cial to him, and he is vers~ti'le in miethods /ofinjuring 
the reput~tion of whoever unfortt;t natelj~ ,in'cuts'hisdis~ 

pleasure. It is to beregretted~hatgerith~rneJl0f·stand­
ing in this conlmunit.yshouldhave given him their en:1 
dorS'ernent, until the.y had beard the "other· side of the 
storJ7. It would, ~e OlO1"e to their credi)t,ifthegr'Qur~ds 
upon \vhich their praise waCS a~ardedwere a little more, 
obvious. 'They "vere called together. b.y Mr., Bradfor4 
and the charges of Mr. Myers read to thenli they'wer,e 
ask~d for their e[}dorsenlent, and they gave it;' but did 
Mr. ,Bradford verify 'anythit~g of,h'is plausible ,defence ? 
I thin.k you will finathatbe did not. Did heask,for au 
investigatibn? ldo not !think he did. BUt I alllsure, 

.	 on theot~er han'd, that Mr.MJters did; and if thi$. Oon­
sulateGeJH~ral is everinvesti~ate~,itwill1prov;eal), that' 

fMr. Myers .has charged against it andrnuch.more. ,It i,s' 
within '~~"knowle'dge,a\ndI can'pr9d,uce th·e proof, \tha~ 
Mr.'Bradford¢aused~hej~ilor~tth~I~OollsulateGeneral 
to sign vouchers. for $80 for h-is>'moI.lth~s salary,an.d., lIe 
handed, the Jailor but· $.60. 'It ie within rny k'lJ owledge, 
andl can pl~ove als6, that heor.der~dthejailorto horse­
whip a prisoner,' if the jailor ~as sodisposed---thataalue 

, ".' . }-, 
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jailor that you dismi.ssed a short time since for his abuse 
of prisoners, sanctioned by O. B. 13radford. As to the 
justice of suspending Counsel General Myers frorn ,the 
duties of his offic~ tlll;ough the instrumentality of this 
'luau, and I am convinced that it ,vas done through his 
instru Ulen tality, is in the hands of the highest trIbunal 
of ou I' co U 11 try:"'-the llouse of Iiepresentatives--and I 
firrnly believe, and sincerely trust, their verdict will be' 
the ample vindication of John C. Myers. The attempts 
to extort a conlprornise fronl hinl were repeatedly made; 
and is, well kno\vn, and he is entitled to public thank:s 
in resisting that nl0vernent. IfaililJg in that, every 
means, leg-itinlate and illegitilllate, were resorted to in . 
aid of his rernoval and overthrow. I have no desire here 
to eulogize hin1. lIe was not perfect, and had his faults, 
but no Hlan in this cornrnunit:y call question his honesty. 
His refusal to bea tool in the hands of the" lanc1 ring" 

'was anlple grounds for their. dislik:o. IIis refusal to 
bounce and bully the Ohinese officials was unpardon~, 

able; and to crown all, he unfortunately difrered with 
the Minister on some poipts as to the ,vorkings of his 
own office. Whatever lllay be the reputation George F. 
Se,vard has acquired; the manner in vvhich the Shanghai 
Oonsulate'General was eonducted during his incunlbency 
is I~ot to his credit. The systern which Mr. Bradford 

, adopted of keepi'ng his bool(s, renders' it next to irnpos­
sible for anyone to test their accuracy, and from them 
he could make 'ivhateve~ exhibit he pleased, or as it. 

'suited his purpose to nlake; in thiRWf1y, nothing "vas 
easier than to practice deception as to the true resources 
of the office; and \vith his system and the opportunities 
he possessed, the' tenlptations were great. If he with­
held from TIle, ,vith the sanction of his superior, the few 
dollars in fees \vhich I have often risk:ed Iny life to earn, 
did he resist the telnptation of "vithholding fron1 the 
Government 1110ney for hilnself? At the very best, ,I 

•
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hold that dOllbt In ust attach to any plausibly supported 
explanation, in the absence of verification. lIe 111ay 

point \vith pride to his reputation, and,to the gentlernen 
,vho have endorsed hirn. ~rhey believed that he de­

served their support, in the absence of proof to the con­

trary, but if they were infornled of the jugglery prac­

ticed to obtain that support, they v'lould regret that their 

n~nYleS ever appeared in connection ''lith his. I have 

passed over a fe,,, of the long confirn1ed abuses practiced 

at this ConsuIate G enera1, and .y0 U ,vi 11 ag ree ,vith IIIe 
that they are quite sufficient to ,varrant investigation, to 

the end that a su bstantial reforn1 111ay be obtained, and 
justice gi\l'en to all citizens, yvithout regard to their bank: 

account or influence. Whatever vvrongs or dishonest 

practices rnay have existed in this office heretofore, or 

v'lhatever fraud and deception Il1ay have accornplished 

in building up a reputation, I aln sure that you vvill not 

countenance any scherne ''lherein you lTIay enrich your­

self the irnpoverishing or suffering of your fellov'l-

Inan. vVhile a 11 these statements are being 111ade, 
charges and can 11 tel' charges are going on regarding 

your predecessor' and his subordinat~ It is ''lorthy of 

relllark: that no one h:1S ever charged John C. :Nlyers 
"vi th disb onesty. 

''\Vhile I 111USt regret the disgrace attached to the Con­
sulate General in this unfortunate 111atter, I feel assured 

that the reforrn resulting \vill be to the credit of your­

self and the Governnlent .y'ou represent so ably alJd im­
partially. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your 1110St obedient servant, 

RrcIIAHD I)nceNlx, .1~1arshal. 

Suhscribed and s\vorn to, before 111e this 19th day of 
October, 1877. 

G. WIIJEY WELLS, U. S. Consul Cieneral" 
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.Sincethe foregoiugstatement W;lswritten,a thorough 
investigation 'of t,he various offices held 'by·Vice..Con'sul .' 
Gel;eral Oliver Bradford, has. been Dlade' by, G. Wiley 
Wells, E~9..' " \.': . , 

All the allegations eontained~n th,e I foregoing ,state... 
nlent,bave been' es~ablished in ~h.e ~Qurt of th~ Consu... 
late General at Shanghai. Bradford ,vas found ,guilty> 
of robbing t4e mails ;"has ,plea.dguiltyofcoIllmitting 
perjury,.embezzl,~ment, eXlortion, and malf~asance in . 

\ office" and be is 'now confin'ed in the OOllsular jail at'· 
'Shanghai, 'awaitingtheaci~oliofthePre,sideijt tlp6r~ ap.. 
peal tohi~ by Brad7Prd; . I ..' . 

, -RICHARDPHCENIX. 
) .' i, : i' '." ....... ,
 

SRA~GHAr, CH)~NA;NoverflP~r, 1877.> 

SIIA!fGRAI, 'CRIJi\>A, Novernber5, 187'7.. 
Persona'H'yappearedbefore \me, Richard ,Phrnnix, who 

asserts' that all the papers pertaining to,'~nd belbnging' 
~o)Fbe' ~a~eofUnitedStates VB. Bertjamin Pease, on file in,: 

- ­ I 

G.. ·· W ILEY·W,ELLS, 

United Stales (Jonsul -General. 
'\ ' / .. 

ahd p'art of the,archives of the United 'States Consulate 
, "Gener'al atiShailgbai"v,ereahstractedand taken' fro~n 

theirp'roper plac~";'and removed from the building ~and' 

/prepliSeB of th,e. Consulate General, byO. B.Bradford, 
,wi,th intent to tanlper with or destr9Y certain evidence 
contained lin the above named' pap~rs, ~nd tbat he saw 

-the said OliverB. ,Bradfol~d with the above"'naJ;l1ed 
in his' possession on or about ,the 1st of'April:,­

-outside,. and be~yond the prenlises of the,Oonsulate 
.....,£:)Tl£:)l~'~ and that the abQvenamedpapers are still missing , 

archiv'es of the said Oonsulate Gel1eral'illegally. 
RICHARD P,H<ENIX. . 

sworn to, before me this 5th day' at' 
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I I, 
UNIED SrrA~ESOONSULATE1',GENERAte 

SHANG;!HAI" Npvember 7th, 1877. ' 
Rr(JH'AnD:f>H(lJlN~X, :ESQ,? .' .' ' 

(Jnite~$tatel/'.lJfar8hal~ . '\ 
Sm:l/hQy~tbe;h.{)nor.~oa;~knowledge your letter 

9ftbe2.tb(\l1~i~?,;whereinyou;tenderyour lesigna-., 
.'Hop, as ~~i~~d'St~~~sMa~slraIOf this. Gonsuhtte General. 
I~ .•;~c<~¢p.ti~g;'t~¢SQlU~,} .fe~l.,itmydt~tytoexpress. to 
YQU.':~;Y'i~bl!>?~sfQr tIre .;verY.e~~i~ntitnd '. sat,isfactory 
manne,rin;,which !!,ouhQ~edis~qarg~dlyour 'duties as 

.MarsbaJ"sin'~e'l aB~ullled; cb.~rge orth~qonsulate Gen­

" I 

"e,raJ. ,'­ I' ", ".',,' ' 

I·al~o .tak(lpleQ,s~r~ in stftting, that it has been~§ 
duty. toerYHlire.lnio,themethod l!>~;maqr1er of your 
doing~'MUnite'dStAte.sM:arshal,!>ince'yo~becQtn~ c09­
nected ·.with,the ,,; Oo'nsulateGetietlll,and after a most 
s.~arc'hing'ftJjd:i'rigprou8 investigatiop,I:innd,that :your " 

~~aid~~ii::'~:v~~::;'·:e~~:~:~~f::~:t~::tl:eirt;~. 
the government; th,at" your' integrity' as a"man~nd an
 
office~cann.ot be 'questioned; therefore, it is with reg~et~
 
that I. le~rn of your deterrnination' to sever ~our ;con­

, nection with this Consulate G~neral,\ for' your resigua'.
 
, tion will be,indeed"a loss to thegov~rnrnent. , 

WisJhing JO~ success in your futureulldertakings, 
I I am,very respectfully,' 

G. WIL])Y ,WE.LL~, 
U. S. COU8Ul. General. 

I , 



I ,wish to revert to the statement of Marshal Phrenix on 
pages 5 and 6, in which he remarks: "I did tell Mr. Myers not 
" to make charges against Mr. Bradford, and that it would 
"not be the right thing to do; I had the best reaSQns to 
" know that Mr. Myers would fail unless he first got rid of 
" Bradford by suspension." And on page 7 the Marshal fur­
ther remarks: "When I asked Mr. Bradford forthe keys of 
" the safe in obedience to orders from the Consul General, he 
"refused to obey the order." * * * "But Mr. Myers did 
" not think he would refuse to obey, and charged me not to go 
" farther than to demand the keys." In thus instructing the 
Marshal I simi)ly desired to test Mr. Bradford's willingness to 
respect my authority as Oonsul General. I did not intend to 
go further at that time. I however, wi~hed to secure posses­
-sion of the safe, for tbe purpose of obtaining additional evidence, 
which I knew the) safe contained, to strengthen my request 
made by me early in January 1876, to the Department of 
State, for the removal of Bradford, upon charges then pre­
ferred. I knew that any action I might take as to suspend­
ing¥r. Bradford, would incur the hostility of Mr. Seward, 
tbttthe would reinstate Bradford him~el~ and as he was 
prepaired to go to any extremity to suveBradford', he' would 
arrest me~ and plac~ Bradford. ae he subsequently.did, in my 

. place. My only safety from the enmity of the Minister was 
appeal for protection to the State Department; I had done so, 
as early a~ above stated, in view of Mr.Seward~s complieity. 
jn Bradford's peculations. An honest Minister· would have, 
I Rlnsure, sustained me in my investigations. When I :finally 
did suspend Mr. Bradford for robbing the mails, for the reaHon 
given to Mr. SewardAat the time, ., that I had no confidence 
"in Mr. Bradford's honesty," he ordered me to re-instate 
"Bradford, or he would 8uspend me on the spot." The De­
partment sustained Mr. Seward, and directed Mr. Bradford to 
aS8ume the duties of my office. 

(Signed.) 
JO HN O. MYERS, 

de facto Oonsul General, 
Shanghai, Ohina, 
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