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STANDING RULES FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE SENATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

R U L E S .  

DAILY SESSIONS. 

QUORU1C1-READING T H E  JOURNAL. 

I. The Presiding Officer having taken the chair, and a quorum 
(which shall consist of a majority of the Senators duly chosen and sworn) 
being present, the Journal of th6 precediug day shall then be read, and 
any mistake made in the entries inay be corrected. The reading of 
the Journal shall not be snspendecl unless by unanimous consent; and 
when ang motion shall be made to amend or correct the same, i t  shall 
be deemed a pririleged question, and proceeded with until disposed of 
by t8he Senate. 

QUORUJI-\\THEN NOT PRESENT. 

2. If either at the commencement of any daily session of the Senate, 
or :it any time during its daily sessions, a question shall be raised by 
any Senator as to the presence of n cynorurn, the Presiding Officer shall 
forthwith direct the Secretary to call tlie roll of Senators, and shall 
announce the result to the Senate; and these proceeciings shall be with- 
out debate. 

QUORUM-ABSENT SENATORS SENT FOR. 

3. No Senator shall absent himself from the service of the Senate 
without lear-e of the Senate first obtaiued. Whenever i t  shall be ascer- 
tained that a quorum is not present, a majority of the Senators present 
may direct the Sergeant-at-arms to request, and, when necessary, to 
compel the attendance of the absent Senat'ors, which order shall be de- 
termined without debate; and, pending its execution, ancl nntil a quo- 
run1 shall be present, no motion, except a motion to adjourn, nor debate. 
?hall be in order. 

3 
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PRESIDENT P R O  TEMPORE TO B E  CHOSEN. 

4. I n  the absence of the Vice-President, the Senate shall choose a 
Presicient pro tempore, and the Presiding OEcer shall have the right to 
name a Senator to perform the duties of the Chair, but such substita- 
tiion shall not extend beyond an adjournment,. 

JOURNAL-MAKING UP. 

5. The proceedings of the senate shall, briefly and accurately, be 
stated on the Journal. Messages of the President, in full; titles of bills 
and joint resolutions, and such parts as shall be affected by proposed 
amendments; every rote, and a brief statement of the coiltent's of each 
petition, memorial, or paper presented to the Senate, shall be entered. 

JOURNALS-SEPARATE, TO B E  KEPT.  

6. The legislative proceedings; the executire proceedings; the con- 
fident,ial legislative proceedings, and the proceedings when sitt'ing as a 
Oourt of Impeachment, of the Senate, shall each be recorded in a sepa- 
rate book. 

P R E S  ENTATION O F  .CREDENTIALS. 

7 ,  The preseiltatioxl of the credentials of Senators-elect and other 
questions of privilege shall always be in order, except during the read- 
ing and correctioll of the Journal, while a question of order or a motion 
to adjourn is pending, or while the Senate is dividing; ancl all questioils 
and motions arising or made upon the presentatiou of such credentials 

hall be proceeded with until disposed of by the Senate. 

ORDER O F  BUSINESS. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS-MORNING HOUR. 

8. The first hour of claily sessions sliall be designated as the ~uorniug 
hour, during which the order of business will be as follows: 

First. After the Journal is read, the Presicliilg Officer shall lay before 
the Senate messages from the l'resident, reports and communications 

from the heads of Departments, ancl other commuilicatiolls addressed to 
the Senate; and such bills, joint resolutions, and other messages from 
tthe House of IZopresentntives as may renlaiu upon his table froin any 
previous day's session uaclisposect of. 
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f l e c o ~ ~ d .Tlle Presiding Officer shall then call for, in the follon7ing 
order: 

The presentation of petitions and menlorials. 
Eeports of standing ar~cl select committees. 
The introduction of bills and joint resolntions. 
Concurrent and other resolntions. 
b-ntil the business of tlie n~orniug honr shall have been concluded 

said so announced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consid- 
eration of any bill, resolntion, report of a cominittee, or other subject 
upon the Galendar shall be entertained by the Chair, unless by unani- 
mous consent; an& if such consent be given, the motion shall not be 
open to amenclrnent, and shall be clecidecl without debate upon the merits 
of the subject proposed to be taken up; nor shall the consideration of 
any subject taken up during the morning hour, except a niotion to 
amend the Jonrnal or a motion pertaining to the credentials of a Sen-
ator-elect or his aclmission to his seat, be extended, unless by unanimous 
consent, beyond the expiration of the morning honr. 

If any portion of the morning hour shall, remain after the call for 
resolntions, the Presiding Officer shall lay before the Senate, in their 
orcler, resolntions and concurrent resolutions introduced on any prior 
day, and the same may be proceecled with, but not beyond the expi- 
ration of the morning hour, unless by the unanimous consent of the 
Senate. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS--UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

9. Immediately upon the expiration of the morning hour, the Presid- 
ing Officer shall lay before the Senate the nnfinished business a t  its last 
adjournment, which shall take precedence of the Special Orders, and 
shall be proceeded with nntil disposed of by the Senate. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS-SPECIAL ORDERS. 

10. Any subject or matter may, by a vote of two-thirds of the Sen- 
ators present, be made a specia,l order; and when the hour fixed for the 
consideration of a special orcler shall arrive, i t  shall be the duty of the 
l'residing Officer to lay such special order before the Senate: unless 
there be unfinished b~~s ines s  of the preceding clap, in which case the 
unfinished business shall have precedence. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS-PRECEDENCE I N  SPECIAL ORDERS. 

11. When iwo or more subjects shall have been made special orders 
for the same day and hour, they shall have precedence accorcling to the 
orcler of time a t  which they severally were assigned; which orcler shall 
not be changed, unless by direction of the Senate. 

ORDER O F  BUSINESS-SPECIAL ORDER OF T H E  DAY. 

1%. Every special order shall, unless superseded by the unfinished 
business, be called 11p on the day and at  the honr to which i t  wa~s as-
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signed; and if not fi~ially disposed of on that day, i t  shall then take its 
place upon the Calendar of Special Orilers in the order of time at  mhich 
i t  was inade a special order, unless i t  shall beconle by adjournment the 
unfinishecl bu~iness. 

ORDER O F  BUSINESS-CALENDAR O F  GENERAL ORDERS. 

L3. A t  the expiration of the ~norlling hour, if there shall be neither 
unfinished business nor special order, the Senate shall proceecl with the 
Calendar of General Orders, ~lnless it shall otherwise determine; and 
the subjects upon the Calendar of General Orclers &all be taken np in 
the order in which they staucl, auci if 11ot finally disposed of, shall re- 
tain their respectrive positions on saicl Calendar m t i l  such final disposi- 
tion. And in all cases where the Senate shall take up the Calenclar of 
General Orders, and shall not have gone through therewith when the 
same shall be resumed, i t  shall be at  the point which was reached when 
last under consicleration. 

PETITIONS. 

14. Before ally petition or memorial shall be received or read at  the 
table, i t  shall be signed by the petitioner or memorialist, and a brief 
statement of its contents shall be inade by the Senator or Presiding 
Officer presenting it. But  no petition or memorial or other paper signed 
by citizens or subjects of a foreignpover, unless the same be transmitted 
to the Senate by the Presideat, shall be rewired. 

Every petition or memorial shall be referred of course, without puttiug 
the q~~est ion,  a Senator; in mhich case all unless objection be made b ~ -  
motions for the reception or reference of such petition, memorial, or 
other paper shall be put in the order in vhich the same shall be made, 
and shall not be open to amendment, except to aclci instrnctions; but a 
motion to refer to a standing committee shall take precedence of a mo- 
tion to refer to a select committee. 

READING PAPERS. 


15. When the reading of a paper is called for, ancl the same is objected 
to by any Senator, i t  shall be deter~uined by a rote of the Senate, and 
without debat'e. 
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VOTING. 

VOTING-CALLING PEAS AND NAYS. 

16. When the yeas ancl nays shall be called for by one-fifth of the 
Senators present, each Senator, when his name is called, shall, ullless 
for special reasons he be excused by the Senate, decla,re openly and 
without debate his assent or dissent to the question; and in t'aking the 
yeas a.11~1 na'ys upon any question, the names of the Senat'ors shall be 
callecl alphibetically. 

VOTING-ASSIGNING REASONS FOR NOT VOTING. 

17. When a Senator, beiug present and declining to vote when his 
name is called, shall be required to assign his reason8 therefor, and 
shall so assign them, the Presiding Officer shall thereupon submit the 
question to the Senate: 'ishall the Senatdr, for the reasons assignecl 
by him, be excused from 1-oting?" which shall be decided without 
debate. Ailcl these proceedings shall be had after the roll shall have 
been called and before the result of the vote is announced; and any 
further proceedings by the Senate in reference thereto shall be after 
such announcement. 

VOTING-AFTER DECISION ANNOUNCED. 

18. When the yeas and nays shall be take11 upon any question, no 
Senator shall, under any circumstances hat ever, be l~ermittecl to vote 
after the decision shall have been announcetl from the Chair; but a 
Senator may, for special reasons assignecl by him, with the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, change or withdraw his rote after such anuounce- 
ment. No motion to suspencl this rule shall be in order. 

VOTING-VICE-PRESIDENT MAY GIVE CASTING. VOTE. 

19. When the Senate shall be equally divideci, the Vice-P residen 
may, by his vote, determine the questioi~. 

20. When a question ha5 once been decicled by a vote of the Senate 
whether that vote be deteriuiiled by a inajoritj or by two-thirds of the 
.Senate, any Senator voting on that side which prevailed may enter a 
motion or move for a reconsideration thereof, at auy time on the same 
day on which the vote was taken, or on either of the next two days of 
actual session thereafter; and all motions to reconsider shall be decided 
by a nlajority of the Senate. 

When a bill, resolution, report, amendment, order, or message, upon 
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which a vote has been taken, shall have gone out of the possessiou of 
the Senate and been communicated to the Honse of Representatives, 
the motioii to reconsider such vote shall be accompanied by a iilotion t o  
request the Honse to return the same to the Senate; which last motion 
shall be acted upon immediately, and cletermmed without debate, and 
when (leternlinecl in the negative, shall be helcl to be a final disposition 
of t,he motion to reconsider. 

VOTING-RECONSIDERATION, HOW LIXITED. 

f t l .  If the Senate shall refuse to reconsider a vote, or if, upon the 
reconsicleration of a vote, i t  shall re-affirm its first decision of the 
question, no further motion to reconsicler shall be in order, unless by 
nnanimions consent. Aiid every motion to reconsider a vote taken upon 
any amendment or other clnestion connected with a subject under con-
sideration sha,ll be decided at once, ancl a motion to reconsider may be 
laid on the table without affecting the question in reference to which 
the same may be macle. Ancl if carried, shall be helcl to be a final dis- 
position of such motion. 

RILLS. 

BILLS-NOTICE GIVEN FOR LEAVE TO BRING IN. 

,522. One day's notice, a t  least, shall be given of an intended motion 
for leave to bring in a bill or joint resolution; but in the introduction 
of bills or joint resolutions on leaee, such notice may be clispensed with, 
by nnanimions consent. 

BILLS-THREE EEADINGS ON THREE DIFFERENT DAYS. 

. 23.Every bill aa~d joint resolution shall receive three readiugs pre- 
vious to its being pa,ssed; and the Presicling Officer shall give iiotice a t  
each reading whether it be the first, second, or third; which readings 
shall be on three cliff'erent clays, unless the Senate unanimollsly direct 
otherwise. 

BILLS-FIEST AND SECOND READINGS FOR REFERENCE. 

ft4. No bill or joint resolntiori shall be committed or amended until it 
shall ha$e been read twice; bills and jointresolutionsintroduced onleawe, 
and bills and joint resolutions from the House of Representatives, shall 
be read once, and may be read ta-ice, on the same clay, if not objected to, 
for reference; but sllall not be considered on that day, as in Co~iimittee of 
the Whole, nor debated, except for such reference, unless by unanimous. 
consent. 
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BILLS-PLACED ON CALENDAR. 

95. Every bill and joint resolution reported from a committee, not 
having previously been read, shall be read once, and twice, if not ob- 
jected to, on the same day, and be placed on the Calendar in the order 
in which the same may be reported; and every bill and joint resolutiorr 
iiitroducecl on leave, ancl every bill :bncl joint resolution of the House 
of Repre~entat~iveswhich shall have received a first ancl second reading 
without being referred to a committee, shall, if objection be made to-
further proceeding thereon, also be placed on the Calendar. 

BILLS-CO3INITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

26. All bills and joint resolutions ~ h i c h  shall have received two 
readings shall first be considerecl by the Senate in the saine manner as  
if the Senate were in Cominittee of the Whole, afger which they shall 
be reported to the Senate ; and any amendments made in Committee of 
tlie Whole shall again be considered by the Senate, after which further 
aitlnendments rnay be proposed. When :t bill or resolntion shall have 
been ordered to be read :t third time, i t  shall not be in order to propose 
amenciments, unless by unanimous consent8, but i t  shall a t  all times be 
in order, before the final passage of any bill or resolution, to move i t s  
commitment; and when the bill or resolution shall again be reported from 
the committee, it shall be placed on the Calendar, and when again con- 
sidered by the Senate, i t  shall be as in Committee of the Whole. 

AMENDMENTS. 

AMENDMENTS-GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

27. All general appropriation bills shall be referred to the Commit -
tee on Appropriations, except bills making appropriations for rivers and 
harbors, which shall be referred to the ~ommittee on Commerce ; and 
no amendments shall be recei~-ed to any general appropriation bill, the 
effect of which will be to increase a,n appropriation already contained in 
the bill, or to add a ney item of appropriation, unless it be made to  
carry out the provisions of some existing lam, or treaty stipulation, or 
act, or resolutioll previonsl~ passed by the Sellate during that session; 
or unless the same be moved by direction of a standing or select com- 
mittee of the Senate; or proposecl in pursuance of an estimate of the 
liead of some one of the Departments. 

A3IENDMENTS-REFERRED ONE DAY BEFORE PROPOSED. 

28. All ameildments to general appropriation bills moved by direc- 
tion of a standing or select commitbee of the Senate, proposing to in- 
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crease an appropriation already contained in the bill, or to add new 
items of appropriation, shall, a t  least one day before t l i e ~  are offered, 
be  referred to the Conl~liittee on Appropriations, and vhen actually 
proposecl to the bill, no amendment proposing to increase the amount 
stated ill such ainendnlel~t shall be receired; in like manlier anlend- 
~ueuts  proposing new iteins of appropriation to river and harbor bills 
sllall, before being offered, be referred to the Committee on Comulerce; 
also amenclments to bills establishing post-roads, proposing new post-
roads, shall, before being offered, be referred to the Gominittee od Post- 
Offices and Post-Boads. 

A3IENDJIENTS -GENERAL LEGISLATION j RELEVANCY; MAT B E  LAID 

ON T H E  TABLE. 

29. No ainelldment which proposes general legislation shall be re- 
ceirecl to any general appropriation bill ; nor shall any a~uendluent not 
germane or relevant to the subject-matter contained in the bill be re- 
ceived ; nor sfla11 any amendment to any item or clause of such bill be 
received which cloes not directly relate thereto; and all questions of 
relevancy of amenclrnents under this rule, when raised, shall be snbmit- 
tecl to the Senate and he decided without debate; ailcl any arnendluent 
to a general appropriation bill iuay be laid on the table without preju- 
dice to the bill. 

ANENDMENTS-PRIVATE CLAIMS. 

30. No amendment, the object of which is to provide for a private 
claim, shall be received to ally general ap1wol)rintion bill, unless i t  be 
to carry out the provisions of an existing law or a treat) stipulation, 
which shall be cited on the face of the amendment. 

AMENDMENTS-DIVISION O F  A QUESTION. 

31. If the question ill debate contain several propositions, r n ~ ~Sen-
ator may have the same divided, escel)t a ~llotioil to  strike out and 
insert, which shall nbt, be divided; but the rejection of a motion to 
strike out and insert one proposition shall not prere i~ t  a inotiorl to 
strike out and insert a different proposition ; ilor shall i t  prevent a 
motion simldy to strike out ; nor shall the rejection of a motion to strike 
out prevent a motion to strike out and insert. But pending a nlotiou 
to strike out and insert, the part to be st,riclren out and the paft to be 
iirscrted shall each be regarcled for the purpose of anlendment as a 
question; ancl motions to ainend the part to be strickell ont shall have 
precedence. 

AMENDMENTS-FILLING BLANIES. 

3%. I n  filling blanks the largest s u i ~  a,nd the longest time shallfirst 
be put. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

RESOLUTIONS-SHALL L I E  OYER ONE DAY. 

33. All res~lut~ioizs slinll lie over one (lay for consideration, ~inlcss by 
nnanimons corlsellt the Senate shall otherwise direct. 

RESOLUTIONS-TltEATED AS BILLS. 

34. Resolutions to which the approbation and signature of the Pres- 
ident may be requisite, or vhich nlay grant' money ont 6f the coiltingent 
or any other fund, shall be treated in all respects in their introduct'ion 
and forrn of proceeding in like manuer with bills. 

RESOLUTIONS-PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO T H E  CONSTITUTION. 

35. Resolutions proposing anlendmerlts to the Constitution shall be 
treated in all respects, in their introdliction and form of proceeding, in 
like manner with bills; buit the concurrence bf two-thirds of the Sen- 
ators present shall not be requisite to decide any question on amend- 
ments, nor extelldillg to the merits, being short of the final question on 
tho passage of the resolution, except a motion to postpone indefinitely, 
which shall be decided by a vote of two-thirds; but upon a question of 
insisting upon or receding from an amendment of the Senate to a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, or upon the final question of 
agreeing to an amendment of the House to a, resolution of the Senate, 
and also upon agreeing to the report of a coinmittee of conferellce upon 
any resolution proposing anlenclments to the Constitution, the vote shall 
be determined by two-thirds of the Senators present. 

DEBATE. 

DEBATE-SENATORS M A P  R E  CALLED TO ORDER. 

36. If any Senator, in speakirlg or otherwise, transgress the rules of 
the Senate, the Presiding Officer shall, or any Serlator may, call him to 
order; and when a Senator shall be so called to order, he shall sit down, 
and shall not proceed without leave of the Senate, which leave, if 
grant'ed, shall be upon motion that he be allowed to proceed in order; 
which motion shell the11 be in order atld be determined without debate. 

DEBATE-EXCEPTIONABLE WORDS IN, TAKEN DOWN. 

37. If a Senator be called to order for words spoken in debate, upon 
the demand of the Senator so called to order, or of any other Senator, 
t,he exceptionableworcls shall be tttken down in writing. 
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DEBATE-SENATORS NOT TO B E  INTERRUPTED IN. 

38.  The Presiding Officer shall name the Senator who is to sl)eak, 
;~ndin a.11 cases the Senator who shall first rise and address the Chair 
shall speak first. No Senator shall speak to or interrupt another Sen- 
ator in debate \\-ithont his consent; and to obtain wch consent he shall 
first aclclress the Uhair. 

DEBATE-LIXIT IN. 

39. Every Senator, hen he speaks, shall address the Cha,ir, stantl- 
illg in his place; and no Senator shall speak more than &ice upon any 
one cinestion in' debate or1 the sairle clay mithout leave of the Senate, 
which shall be determined without debate. 

ORDER. 

ORDER-QUESTIONS OF. 

40. A question of order may be raised a t  any state of the business, 
except when the Senate is ~liviilirlg, and, when raised, shall be decided 
by the Presiding Oflicer, without debate, subject to an appeal to the 
Senate; or he ]nay submit any question of order for the decisioli of the 
Senate. 

ORDER-APPEALS ON QUESTIONS OF. 

4I.  When an appeal is taken from the decision of the Chair, any sub- 
sequent questions of order which may arise before that appeal sl~all be 
determined, likewise any appeal therefrom, shall be decided without de- 
bate. All appeals taken when a proposition not debatable is pending 
shall also be decided without debate; and any appeal may be laid on 
the table witl~ont prejnclice to the pending proposition, ancl thereupon 
shall be held as affirming the decision of the Chair. 

MOTIONS. 

MOTIONS-SECONDED; WHEN TO B E  REDUCED TO WRITING. 

49.All qnestions shall be put by the Presiding Officer of the Senate, 
and before a motion be debated, i t  shall be seconded; ancl if desired by 
the Presiding Officer, or any Senator, i t  shall also be reduced to writing. 

RIOTIONS-PRECEDENCE OF. 

43. When a question is pending, uo motion shall be received but- 
To adjourn, 
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To ac? jo~u  to a day certain, or that, when the Senate adjonrn, it shall 
be to a day certain, 

To take a recess, 
ITo proceed to the consideration of executive business, 
To lay 011the table, 
To postpone iudefinitely, 
To l)ostl~one to a day certain, 
To commit, 
To amend, 

which several inotions shall have precedence in the order in which they 
stand arranged; and the motions relating to adjournnlent, to take a 
recess, to proceed to executive business, arlcl to  lay on the table, shall 
be decided without debate. 

MOTIONS-MAT BE W I T H D R A W N  OR MODIFIED. 

44. Any motion or resolution may be nrithdmnm or modified by tho 
mover a t  any t)ime before a decision, amendment, or ordering of the 
yeas and nays, except a niotioil to reconsider, which shall not be mritll- 
drawn without leave of the Seqate. 

PREAMBLES.  

45. When a bill or resolution is i~ccompaniecl by a preamble, the 
question sliall be first pnt on the bill or resolution; and then on the pre- 
amble, which u a y  be withdrawn by the mover before an  amendment of 
the sarne, or ordering of the yeas aild nays; or i t  niay be laic1 on the 
table without prejudice to the bill or resolution, and shall be a final ciis- 
position of such preamble. 

COMMITTEES. 

COMNIITTEES-APPOINTMENT OF. 

46. In  the appointment of the standing committees, the Senate, un- 
less otherwise ordered, shall proceed by ballot to appoint, severally, the 
chairillan of each committee, and then, by one ballot,, the other members 
necessary to complete t l ~ e  same. A majority of the whole number of 
votes give11 shall be necessary to the choice of a chairinan of a stfanding 
committee, but a pluralitj- of votes sllall ap1)oiat the otlier members 
thereof. All other colnnlittees shall be appointed by ballot, uiiless 
otl~crwise ordered, and a plurality of votes shall appoint. 

When the chairman of t~committee shall resign or cease to serve on a 
committee, and the Presiding Oficer be authorized by the Senate to fill 
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the vacancy in such committee, unless specially otlier\vise ordered, i t  
shall be'only to fill up the number on the committee. 

COMMITTEES-STANDING. 

47.The following standing committees shall be appoint,ed a t  the 
commencement of each session, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise : 
h Committee on Privileges and Elections, to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Foriegn Relations, to coiisist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Finance, to consist of eleven Senators. [March 18, 

18Sl.l 
A Committee on Appropriations, to  consist of nine Senators. 
A Cornmitttee on Cornmerce, to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Manufactures, to consist of five Senators. 
A Committee on Agricnltnre, to consist of seven Senators. [Marc11 

19, 1879.1 
A Committee on Xilita'ry Affairs, to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Naval Affilirs, to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on the Judiciary, to consist of nine Senators. [March 19, 

1879.1 
A Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, to consist of nine Sen- 

ators. 
A Cornillittee on Public Lands, to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Private Land-Olaims, to consist of five Senators. 
A Committee on Indian Affairs, to  consist of nine Senators. [March 

19, 1579.1 
A Committee on Pensions, to coi~sist of nine Senators. [March 19, 

1879.1 
A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to consist of fire Senators. 
A Committee on ~ l i i ~ n s ,  to consist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on the District of Columbia, to consist of nine Sen- 

ators. [March 19, 1879.1 
A Committee on Patents, to coi~sist of sere11 Senators. [Narch 19, 

1879.1 
A Comlnittee on Public Enildings and Grounds, to consist of five 

Senators, who shall ha\-e power also t,o act joiiitly with the same com- 
mittee of the House of Representatil-es. 

A Conlmittee on Territories, to consist of seven Senators. 
A Coininittee 011 Railroacls, to consist of eleven Senators. 
A Committee 011 llliries aud Mining, to consist of seven Senators. 
A Con~mitteeon the Be~ision of the L a m  of the United States, t o  

consist of five Senators. 
A Combittee on Edncntioii and Labor, to collsist of nine Senators. 
A Committee on Civil Service ailcl Retrelichment, to coiisist of nine 

Senators. [January 9, 1852.1 
A Conirnittee to Altdit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
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Senate, to consist of three Senators, to vhich shall be referred all reso- 
lutions directing the payment of inoilejr ont of the contingent fund of  
the Senate, or creating a charge up011 the same. 

A Committee on Printing, to consist of three Senators, who shall have 
power also to act jointly with the same committee of the Honse of Rep- 
resentatives. 

A Committee on the Library, to consist of three Senators, who shall 
hare power also to act jointly with the same committee of the House of 
Representatives. 

A Committee on Ru1es:to consist of five Senators. [March 12,1880.1 
A Committee on Engrossed Eills, to consist of three Senators, who 

shall examine all bills, amendments, an(l joint resolutions before they 
go out of the possession of the Senate. 

A Committee on Enrolled Bills, to consist of three Senators, who shall 
have power also to act jointly with the same comnlittee of the House 
of Representatives, and who, or some one of whom, shall examine all 
bills or ,joint resolutions which shall hare passed both Houses, to see 
that  the same are correctly enrollecl, and, when signed by the Speaker 
of the Honse and President of the Senate, shall forthwith present the 
same, when they shall hare  originated in the Senate, to the President 
of the United States in person, and report the fact and date of such 
presentation to the Senate. 

A Committee on the Iml~rovement of the Mississippi River and i t s  
Tributaries, to consist of seven Senators. [March 19, 1579.1 

A Committee on Transportation Routes to the Seaboard, to consist of 
seven Senators. [March 19, 1879.1 

CONMITTEES-REFERENCE TO. 

413. When motions are made for the reference or" the same subject t o  
a standing committee and to a select committee, the question shall first 
be put upon referring to a standi~ig committee, and a motion simply to  
refer shall not be open to amendment, except to add instructions. 

COM3IlTTE~S-OF CONFERENCE, REPORTS OF. 

49. The presentration of reports of Oommiftees of Conference shall 
a l w a ~s be in order, except while the Journal is being read or a qnestion 
of order or a motion to adjourn is pending, or while the Senate is divid- 
ing; ancl, when receil-ed, the question of proceeiling to the consideration 
of the report shall immediatelx be put, and shall be determined without 
debate. 

CONMITTEES-MOTIONS TO DISCHARGE AND REPORTS OF, TO LIE O N E  

DAY FOR CONSIDERATION. 

SO.  All reports of comlnittees and motions to discharge a committee 
from the c~nsiderat~ion of a wl~ject ,  ancl all subjects from which a com- 
mittee shall be discharged, shall lie one day for cousjderation, unless by 
unanimous consent the Senate shall otherwise direct. 
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MESSAGES. 

MESSAGES-FROM THE PRESIDENT AND FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 

SENTATIVES. 

51. Messages from the President of the United Sta,tes or fronl the 
House of Representatives may be received a t  any state of business, 
except while the Senate is dividing, or while the Journal is being read, 
o r  while a question of order or a motion to ad$urn is pending. , 

MESSAGES-TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND TO THE PRES-

IDENT. 

5%.Messages shall be sent to the House of Representatives by the 
Becretary, who shall certify the determination of the Sen- 
a t e  upon all bills, joint resolutions, and other resolutions which may 
be  communicated to the House, or in which its concurrence may be re- 
quested; and he shall likewise certify and deliver to the President of 
the  United States all resolutions and other comnlnnications which the 
Senate shall direct to be laid before him. 

PRINTING. 

PRINTING-OF PAPERS. 

53. Every motion to print documents, reports, or other matter trans- 
mitted by either of the Executive Departments, or to print memorials, 
petitions, accompanying document&, or any other paper, except bills of 
t he  Senate or Honsa of Representatives, resolutions snbmitted by a 
Senator, communicstions from the legislatures or conventions, lawfillly 
called, of the respective States, and motions to print by order of the 
standing or select committees of the Senate, shall, unless the Senate 
otherwise order, be referred to the Comnlittee on Printing. VThen a 
motion is made to commit with instructions, i t  shall be in order to add 
$hereto a motion to print. 

PRINTING-ADDITIONAL NUMBERS. 

54. Motions to print additional nulnbers shall also be referred to the 
Committee on Printing; and, wheii the committee shall report in favor 
.of printing additional numbers, the report shall be aceowpanied by an 
estimate of the probable cost thereof; and when the cost of prii~tiiig 
such additional numbers 811~11 exceed tlle sunl of five hundred dollars, 
the concurrence of the Honse of Kepresentati~~es shall be necessary for 
the  order to print the same. 
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PRINTING-OF BILLS, JOINT RESOLUTIONS, AND REPORTS O F  COMMIT-
TEES. 

56. Every bill and joint resolution introdnced on leave or reported 
from a committee, and all bills and joint resolutio~ls received from the 
House of Representatives, and all reports of committees, shall beprinted, 
unless, for the clispatch of the business of t'he Senate, such printing may 
be dispensed with. 

WITHDRAWAL OR REFERENCE. 

WITHDRAWAL-OF PAPERS. 

56. No memorial or other paper presented to the Senate, except 
original treaties finally acted upon by the Senate, shall be withdrawn 
from its files, except by order of the Senate. Eut when an act may 
pass for the settlemgnt of any private claim, the Secretary is antho~ized 
to transmit to the officer charged with the settlement the papers on file 
relating to the claim. 

WIYHDI~AWAL-WIIEN 	 ADVERSE REPORT MADE, COPIES LEFT WITH 


SECRETARY O F  SENATE. 


87. No memorial or other paper, upon which an adverse report has 

been made, shall be witElclrawi~ froin the files of the Senate, unless 

copies thereof shall be left in the office of the Secretary. 


\ 

REFFRENCE-OF CLAIMS ADVERSELY REPORTED. 

58. Whenever a claim is presented to the Senate and referred to a 
committee, and the cornillittee report that the chirn ought not to be 
allowed, and the report shall have been agreed to by the Senate, i t  shall 
not be in order to move to take the papers from the files for the purpose 
of referring them at a subsequent session, unless the claimant shall 
present a memorial for that purpose, stating that new evidence has been 
discoverecl since the report, anci setting forth the new evidence in the 
memorial. 

BUSINESS CONTINUED FROM SESSION TO 
SESSION. 

59. At the second or any subsequent session of a Congress, the 
legislative business of the Senate which remained undetermined a t  the 
close of the uext preceding session of that Congress shall be resumed 
and proceeded with in the same manner as if no adjournment of the 

2 
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Sena.te had talren place ; and all subjects referred to committees a,nd not 
reported upon at  the close of a session of Congress shall be returned to 
the office of the Secretary of the Senate, and be retained by him until 
the next succeeding session of that Congress, when they shall be re- 
turned to the sereral committees to which they had previously been 
referred. 

PRIVILEGE O F  THE FLOOR. 

60. No person shall be admitted to the floor of the Senate while irn 
session, except as follows : 

The officers of the Senate. 
Members of' the House of Representatives a,nd their Clerk. 
The President of the United Btates and his Priyate Secretary. 
Tho heads of Departments. 
Ministers of the United States. 
Foreign ministers. 
Ex-Presidents and Ex-Vice-presidents of the Uniteci States. 
Ex-Senators ant1 Senators-elect. 
Judges of the Supreine Court. 
Governors of States arlcl Territories. 
General of the Army. 
Admiral of the Navy. 
Members of national legislatures of foreign countries. 
Private secretaries of Senators, duly appointed in writing; and the 
Librarian of Congress. 
Ron. George Bancroft. [Jan. 16, 1879.1 
Judges of the Court of Claims. [Jan. 23, 1879.1 

SUSPENSION O F  THE RULES. 

61. No mot,ion to suspeud, modify, or amend any rule, or any part 
thereof, shall be in order, except on one day's notice in writing, speci- 
fying precisely the rule or part proposed to be suspended, modifieci, or 
amendecl, and the 1)urpose thereof. Any rule, except the eighteenth, 
luey be suspended without notice by the unani~nous consent of the 
Senate; and the rule proposecl to be suspended shall precisely and dis- 
tii~ctly be stated. The eighteenth rule shall never be suspended under 
any circ~nnstances whatever. 
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SEN,\TE WING O F  CAPITOL UNDER CON-

TH,OL O F  PRESIDING OFFICER. 


6%.The Presiding Officer of the Senate shall hare the regulation 
and control of sucll parts of the Oal)itol huilcling, ancl of its corriclors 
:~ud pnwages, as are, or may be, set apart for t,he use of the Senabe and 
its oflicers, nnless otllorwise orclered by the Senate. 

OATHS O F  (DFFICE. 

63. The oath or affirlllation rcqi~irecl by the Constitution and pre- 
scribed by the act of June 1,1759, shall be taken in open Seiiate by 
each Son:$tor before entering upon his duties; and he shall also take 
niid subscribe in open Senate the oath or affirmation prescribed by the 
act of July 8,1562, or he shall take and subscribe the oath or affirmation 
prescribed by the act of July 11,1568, as the rase may be, before enter- 
ing upon his duties. The said oaths shall also be taken and snbscribed, 
in the same manner, l)g tlle Secretary of the Senate; but the other 
officers of the Senate may take and subscribe them in the office of the 
Secretary. 

SESSION WITH CLOSED DOORS. 

64. On a motion made and seconded to close the doors of the Senate, 
on the discixssion of any business wl~ich nray, in the opinion of a Seua- 
tor, require secrecy, the Presiding Officer shall direct the galleries to be 
cleared ; and during the discussion of sucli motion the cloors shall re- 
main closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-TIIE PRESIDENT MEETING THE SENATE IN. 

6s.When the Presidellt of the United States sllall meet the Senate 
in t l ~ e  Senate Chamber for the corisiderstiorl of executive business, h e  
shall have a seat on tho right of the Chair. When the Sollato shall be 
colivencd k)p the President of the United States to any other place, the 
Presiding Officer of the ~ e n a t b  ancl the Senators shall attend at the 
place appointed, ~x~itll the necessa~ry officers of the Senate. 
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EXECGTIVE SESSION-OFFICERS ADMITTED IN. 

66. When act,ing 11pon conficlential or executive k)usiness, the Senate 
Cllarnber shall he clearecl of all persons except the Secretary, the Chief 
Clerk, the l~rincipal Legislative Clerk, the 1i:secntive Clerlr, the Minute 
aird Jonnlill Clerk, the Sergeallt-at-Arms, the Assistant Doorkeeper, 
arid such ottlier officers as  the l'resicling Of3icer shall think necessary; 
anrl all such officers shall be sworn to secrecy. 

E X E C U T I V E  SESSION-INJTJNCTION O F  SECRECY. 

457. A11 conficiential communicalions made by the President of the 
United States to t l ~ e  Senate, shall be by the Senators and the officers of 
tho Senate kept secret; a ~ l d  all treaties which inay be laid before the 
Sellate, and all remarks, votes, and proceedings thereon, shall also be 
kept secret, until the Senate shall, by their resolution, take off the in- 
jnnction of secrecy. 

E X E C U T I V E  SESSION-VIOLATION O F  1 N J r N C T l O N  O F  SECRECY. 

68. Any Senator or oflicer of t,l?e Senate w11o shall disclose t,he secret 
or confidential bnsiaess or proceedings of the Senate shall be liable, if 
a Senator, to  suffer expulsion from the body ; and if an officer, to dis- 
inissal fro111 the service of the Senate, and to punishment for contempt. 

E X E C U T I V E  SESSION-PROCEEDINGS ON T R E A T I E S .  

69. When a t rraty shall be laid before the Senate for ratification: it 
shall be read a, first time; ancl no nlotion in respect to it shall be in 
orcier, except to rofcr i t  to a committee, or to print it, in confidence, for 
the use of the Senate. 

When a treaty is reported from a committee with or without amend- 
mtlnt, it shall, ~ulless the Senate unairi~nously otherwise direct, lie one 
day for consjder-ation; after which i t  may be read a second time and 
considered as in Committee of tlre TVhole, when i t  shall be proceeded 
with by articles ; and the amendments reported by the committee shall 
be first acted upon, after which other ttmendmeifls may be proposed; 
and when through wihlr, the proceedings had as in Committee of the 
Whole shall be reported to  the Senate, when the question shall be, if 
the treaty be aiuendod, "l5'ill the Senate concur in tho a,mendlnents 
nlacle in Comii~ittee of the Whole?" And the amendments may be 
talreu separately, or in gross, if no Senator shall object; after which 
new amendments map be 1)roposed. 

The decisions thus made shall be reduced to the form of a resolution 
of ratification, with or without amendments, as  the case rnay be, which 
shall be proposetl on a subsequent day, unless, by unanimous consent, 
the Senate determine otherwise ; a t  which stage no amendment shall be 
received, unless by unanimous consent. 
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On the final qnestion to advise ancl consent to the ratification in tjhe 
for111 agreed to, the concurrelice of two-thirds of the Senators present 
shall be necessary to determine it iu the affirnlative; but all other pio- 
tions and questions upon a treaty shall be decided by a majority vot'e, 
except a motion to postpone indefinitely, which shall be decided by a 
vote of t,wo-thirds. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-WHEN ACTION UPON TREATIES SHALL EXPIRE. 

70. Treaties tr;~,nsmitted by the Presiclent to the Senate foi ratifico- 
tion shall be resumed a t  the second or any snbseq~zent session of the 
same Congress a t  the stage in which they mere left a t  the final arljourn- 
ment of the session a t  which they were transmitted; but all proceed. 
iugs on treaties shall terminate with the Congrees, and they shall be. 
resmued a t  the commencement of the next Congress, as  if no proceed- 
ings had previously been had thereon. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-INDIAN TRBATIES, I N  CLOSED OR OPEN SES-

SION. 

7 I. All treaties copclnded with Indian tribes shall be cousidered and 
acted upon by the Senate in its open or legislative session, nnlcss zhe 
same shall be translnittetl by the President to the Senate in confidence ; 
in which case they shall be actcd npoii with closed doors. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-NOMIXATIONS, PROCEEDINGS. 

7%.When nominations shall be lr~ade by the E'resitlent of the United 
States to the Senate, they shall, uiiless otherwise ovdered by the Senate, 
be referred to appropriate commnittees, and the final question on every 
noruination shall be, ''IVill the Seriate advise a i d  consent to this noini- 
nation ? " which question sllall not be put ou the same day on which 
the nomination is received, nor on the day on which i t  may be reported 
by a committee, unless by the unanimous consetlt of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-NOACINATIONS, INJUNCTION O F  SECRECY. 

73. All information communicated or remarks made by a Senastor 
when acting upon nominations, coiicerning the cl~aracter or qualifica-
tions of the person nominated, also all votes upor1 ally nomination, shall 
be ltept secret. If, however, clrarges shall be made against a person 
nominated, the committee ~uay ,  in its discretion, notifj- sucll ~loiniiice 
thereof, hut the name of the person i ~ a k i n g  such charges shall not be 
clisclosecl. The fact tl.rat a ilorniriation l i o ~  been macle, or that  i t  has 
been contirmetl or rejected, shall not be regarded as a secret. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-NO3IINATION8, RECONSIDl3l%ATION. 

7'4.When a nolnination is oonfirlnecl or rejected, any Selrattor voting 
in the majority may iilove for :t reconsider~tion olr tho same (lay on 
which the vote was taken, or on either of the nest  two (lays of acti~ul 
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executive session of the Senate; but if a notification of the confirlna- 
tion or rejection of a noiiiinatioli slrall have been sent to the President 
before the exljiration of the time withill which a motion to reconsider 
inay be made, the motion to reconsider shall bo accompanied by a mo- 
tion to request the Presiderlt to return such notificatioa to the Seuate. 
Any ~no t io~ l  to reconsider the vote on a nonlil~ationmay be Iaid on the 
table without ljrej~jnclice to the nominatioa, and shall be a final clispo~i- 
tioil of suclr motion. 

EXECUT1,VE SESSION-NOMINATIONS, WHEN RETTJRNED TO THE PRESI-

DENT. 

75. Noniillations confirined or rejected by the Senate shall not be 
returned by the Secretary to the President until the expiration of the 
time limited for making a motion to reconsider the same, or while a 
motion to reconsider is pending, uilless otherwise ordorecl by the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-NOMINATIONS, WIIEN MOTIONS T O  RECONSIDER 

SHALL FALL. 

76. When the Senate shall adjourn or take a recess for more than 
thirty days, all motions to reconsicier a vote upon a nomination which 
has been confirmed or rejected by the Senate, mhich shall be pendiug 
a t  the time of ttaking such acljournment or recess, shall fail; and the 
Secretary shall return all such nominations to the President as  confirmed 
or rejected by the Scn;tte, as  the case may be. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-NOMINATIONS, NOT DETERMINED, WHEN TO FALL 

WHEN RETURNED TO THE PRESIDENT. 

77. Nonlinations neither confirmed nor rejected cluring the session a t  
which they are made shall not be acted upon a t  any sncceeding session 
without being again made to the Senate by the President; and if the 
Senate s l~al l  adjourn or take a recess for inore than thirty days, all 
nominations pending and not finally actecl upon a t  the time of taking 
such acljonnli~ient or recess shall be returned by the Secretary to the 
13i*esident, and shall ]rot again be coiisiclerecl unless they shall again be 
lnacle to the Senate by the President. 

EXECUTTVE SESSION-NOMINATIONS, THE PRESIDENT FURNISHED WITH 
C O P I E S  O F  RECORD. 

78 .  The President of the United States shall, from time to time, be 
furnished with an authenticatecl transcript of the executive records of 
the Senate, but no further extract from the Executive Journal shall be 
furnished, except by special order of the Senate; and no paper, except 
original treaties transrnit,ted to the Senate by t,he President of the United 
States, and fillally actecl upon by the Senate, shall be delivered from 
the oftice of the Secretary without an order of the Senate for that pur- 
pose. 
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may give the casting vote ............................................. 


Claims rejected by the Senate cannot be again referred unless new evidence be 

presented. ............................................................ 


Claims aclversely reported on cannot be withdrawn without leaving copies. Peti-

tibns and papers relating to private.. .................................. 

Claims, the papers may be sent to the proper officer by the Secretary. Where 
acts have passed for private ........................................... 

Closed doors. On tho discussion of a subject which may require secrecy, the 
galleries shall be cleared ancl the cloors closed .......................... 

Comnait. After the third reading aud bofore the passage of a bill a motion may 
be made to ...........................................-................ 

Wheu a question is pencling, the order stated in which a motion may be 
made to .............................................................. 

A motion to commit not open to amendment except to add instructions.. .. 
Committee o j  the Whole. All bills and joint rcsolutions shall, before passage, be 

first consiclered as in .................................................. 
When a bill is recommitted aud again reported, it shall be again taken up 

as 111.. ................................................................ 
Treaties when acted upon in executive session shall be first considered 

as ~ n . .  ................................................................ 
Comnaittees. Order in which the Chair shall call for reports of ................ 

The standing committees unless otherwise ordered shall be appointed by 
ballot ................................................................ 

A majority of votes necessary to the choico of a chairman ................ 
Select committees and the residue of the stancling committees may be chosen 

by a plurality.. ....................................................... 
Vacancies in committees when filled shall be only to fill up the number of 

members ...................................-.................-....... 
Enumeration of the starldiug committees to be appointed at  the commence- 

ment of each session .................................................. 
A nlotion to refer to a standing committee shall take procodonce of a motion 

to refer to a select committee .......................................... 
A motioi~ to refer shall not be open to amendment, except to add instrnctions. 
All reports of committees shall lie one day for consideration .............. 

Committesv of confweqzce. Reports of committees of conference shall be always in 
order, except, &o., and the question of their consicleration shall be imme- 
diately put zuitlzout debate .............................................. 

Conference. Reports of committees of conference shall always be in order, and 
the question of their consirleration be immediately put without debate.. .. 

Reports of conu~dtt~ecs of conforence on resolutions proposing amendments 
to the Coilstitution shall be decided by a vote of two-thirds ............. 

Confidential comm~ulicationsfromthe President, and a11 treaties, proceedings, and 
remarks thoreon, shall be kcpt secret .................................. 

Confidential business of the Senate. Penalties for clisclosing the.. .............. 
Constitution. Form of proceeding on resolutions proposing amenrlnlonts to the.. 
Constiti~tion.A vote of two-thirds required to agree to a report of a committee 

of conference on a resolution proposing amendments to the ............. 
A motion to postpoue indefinitely a resoli~tion proposing aulcndmcnts shall 

require a ~7ote of two-thirds ........................................... 
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Number. 
Contingent,fu~tclof the Senate shall be referred to the Corumittee on Contingent 

Esl>cnse~". All resolutions for the payment of nloney from the .......... 47 
Credenlials of Senators-elect shall almays be in  order, :tnd be proceeded with 

until clisposed of by tho Senate. Tlre presentation of -.................. 7 
Debate. If a Sellator in spealcing, or otherwise, transgress the rules, the Pre- 

siding ORcer shall, or any Senator may, call him to order .............. 36 
When called to order he shall slt down, and shall not proceed without leave 

of the Senate ......................................................... 36 
If leavc be grautccl to proceed, it  shall I J ~on motion, and determined with- 

out ................................................................... 36 
If a Seilibtor be called to order for words spoken in debate, the exceptionable 

words, if reqi~ired, shall be taken ...................................... 37 
Tlre Prcsidiug Officer shall name the Senator who is to speak, who, in all 

cases, shall be the Senator who shall first address the Chair ............. 38 
No Senator shall interrupt another without his consent, to  obtain which 

he shall first addrcss the Chair ......................................... 38 
No Senator shall speak more than twice on any one question on the same 

day without leave of the Senate, to be determined without debate.. ..... 39 
Upon the merits of the question. A motion to take up a subject shall be 

decided withont debate ................................................ 8 
~ e c i s i o nis annonnced. No Senator sha.11, under an? circumstances, be permitted 

to vote aiter a ........................................................ 18 
But he may, for special reasons, by unanimous consent, change or withdraw 

his vote after a .....................................-................. 18 
Any motion or resolntion may be withdrawn, exoel~t a motion to reconsider 

before a11 aalendmeut, ordering the yeas and nays, or before a .......... 44 
Discharge of a ~on?naittea. A motion to discharge a committee from a subject 

shall lie one day for consideration ..................................... 50 
All subjects fkom which a columittee shall be discharged shall also lie one 

day for cou~ideration.. ................................................ 50 
Division of n gztestio?!. If the questioll in debate contain soveral points, any 

Senator may have the same divided .................................... 31 
A motion to strike out and insert shall not be clivided ................... 31 

0001.8 to be closed. of any business which may in the opinion On the diac~~ssion 
of a Senator require secrecy, upon a motioh made the Presiding Officer 
shall direcl the ....................................................... 64 

Equally divided. The Vice-president may, by his vote, determine the question 
a h e n  the Senate is .................................................... 19 

Exce21tio~zable?vords sliall be taken dowi~. If a Senator be called to order for 
words spoken in debate, the ........................................... 37 

Excused fi80nz voting. In  calling the yeas and nays, each Senator, when his name 
is called, shall answer without debate, un le~s  for special reasons he be .. 16 

When reasons shall be assigncd for not voting, their sufficiency shall be 
determined without ciebate.. .......................................... 17 

These proceedings shall be after the roll is called, and before the decision is 
aiinounced ........................................................... 17 

Executive busi?tess shall be decided withont debate. A motion to proceed to con- 
sideration of .......................................................... 43 

The President shall have a seat on tlie right of the Chair when he shall 
meet .the Sonat,c in.. .................................................. 65 

The Sellate shall pe cleared of all persons except the officers in attendance 
(who slrall be sworn to secrecy) when in.. ............................. 66 



INDEX. 27 
Number. 

Executive business. All confidential comm~unicaiions made by the President, and 
all t,reaties, and remarks, votes, and proceedings thereon, shall be kept 
secret ................................................................ 67 

Any persou who shall disclose the secret proceedings of the Senate shall, if 
a Senator, be liable to cxpulsioll; if an officer, to dismissal. ............. 68 

Proceedillgs upon treaties. (See Treaties.) 
Proceedings upon nominations. (See hTominatio~zs,) t 

Exee14tioe recoril. The president shall, from time to time, be furnished with an 
anthenticatcd transcript of the.. ..................................... 78 

No further extracts shall be furnished by the Secretary without an order of 
the Scnate ............................................................ 78 

Executive proceedings of the Scnato shall be kept in a separate book.. .......... 6 
Extra copies of documents shall be referrccl to t,he Committee on Printing. 

Motion to print ....................................................... 53 
When the cost of additional copies shall exceed five hundred dollars the 

conourreuce of the House shall be necessary. ........................... 54 
Extracts from the executive journal shall not be given without an order of the 

Senate ................................................................ 78 

Rillling blanks. The largest sum and longest time shal: be first put in. ......... 32 

Ploor of t71e Senate. Persons entitled to admisson on the ...................... 60 


Galleries to be cleared and the doors closed, on discussing a question reqniring se- 
crecy. The chair shall diroct the.. .................................... 64 

Genera,l appropriation bills. All general appropriations bills shall be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations.. .................................... 26,27 

An~endn~er~ts  No amendrneut shall be received which shall increase the to. 
appropriation, ~ulless to carry out some existing law, or resolution of the 
Senate, or by direction of a standing or select committee, or in pursuance 
of an estimate of the heat1 of a Department.. ........................... 27 

All amendments. proposing to illcrease an appropriation shall one day previ- 
ous to being offered be referred to the Corumittce on Appropriations. .- .. 27 

No amendment sllall be proposed to an amendment increasing the amouut in  
such amenclment.. ............................................... .-1. 28 

Amelldnuents moved by direction of a committee shall be first referred to 
the Col~nuittee on Appropriations ...................................... 28 

No almendmant proposing general legislation, or that is not germane or rele- 
vant to the subject of the bill, shall be received. ....................... 29 

No amendment to ally item or clause that does not directly relate thereto 
shall be received ...................................................... 29 

A11 questions of relevancy of amendnlents shall be decided by the Senate 
and witshout debate ................................................... 29 

No amendmeilt providing for a private claim, unless to carry out a law or 
treaty atipulation, shall be received.. .................................. 30 

Any amendment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table. .. 29 
General legislation to goneral appropriatiou bills. No amendment shall be ad- 

mi tted proposing.. .................................................... 29 
General Orders. (See Calendar.) 
Germa?he. No amendment to any general appropriation bill shall be offered which 

is not relevant or ...................................................... 29 



28 INDEX. 

Nun 
Indian Irealies shall, ui-~less tra,nsmitted by the Preeident in confidence, be acted 

upon in legislative session .............---...............-....-........ 
Imjumction of secrecy. All confidential col~iln~lnications fro111 t,he President, and 

all treaties, and remarks and proceedings thereon, are embraced withill the. 
All information given or remarlis made by a Senator t,ouching tllc clrara~t~er 

or qualifications of a nominee, and all ~ ~ o t e s  on a nomination, are within 
t'he .................................................................... 

A person non~inatecl ma,y be notified of charges made algainst him, but the 

name of the 111:rson making them shall not be disclosed.. ................ 


A Senator disclolsing the confidential or secret bnsiness of the Senate shall 

be liable t>o expulsion.. ............................................... 


An officcr of' the Senate commit,ting a like pftbnse shall be clismissed and 

pnnishecl for contenlpt, ................................................ 


Journal.  A quonlm being l?resc~~t, Jonrnal of the prcvions day's sessioll shall t l ~ e  
be read, and any mistake in the entries correcteci ....................... 

A mot,ioll t80 anlcncl tlrc Journal shall be deelllecl a privileged question anel 
be 1)roceedecl with unhil clisl~osed of.. .................................. 

The procecding~ of the Senate shall be briefly and accnrately st>ated in the. 
Every vote of the Senate, and a brief statement of each memorial or paper 

presentod, shall be entered on t,he ..................................... 
The Icgislative, exec11 tive, aud impeachment proceedings of the Senatc shall 

be each recorded in a selmrate.. ....................................... 
I'. 

Laid 092 ihe table. The preamble to a bill or resolution may, without carrying the 
bill or resolution, be.. ................:................................ 

A motion to recoilsicler may be laid on the tablc \vitl~out carrying the sub- 
jcct, and shall be a final clisposit,ion thereof.. .......................... 


An amendment Lo a general appropriation bill may be.. ................... 

An appeal from t,he decision of the Chair may be.. ....................... 


Leave to i l ~ t ~ o d t i c e  One dayk notice shall be givcn of an illtenclecl motioil a bill. 
for .................................................................. 


Leave of t71e Senate. A motion to reconsider shall not he withdrawn without.. .. 
No Senator shall absent lumself from the service of the Senate mitholit.. .. 
No Sonator shall speak more tllan twice on any one question on the Name day 

without .............................................................. 
A Senator when callecl to order shall sit down and shall not ~roceednithout .  
No memorial or other paper, except original treaties, shall be withdrawn 

without .............................................................. 
Legislative bzcsiness. The legislative b~~siiiess of the Senate shall be continaecl 

from session to session of the same Congress ............................ 
The legislative proceedings of the Senate shall be recorded in a separate 

book ................................................................. 

Majority.  A motion to +econsicler e vote previously decided by two-thircls may be 
decided by a .......................................................... 

All questions on resolutions proposing anlendments to the Constitution, 
except O I I  the paasage, on a motion to postpono indefinitely, on insisting 
npou or receding from a Senate ameudrrlent, on agrccil~g to a Honse 
amenclmeut or to a report of a committee of conference, shall be deciclecl 
by a ...................... ........... .................................. 

All qnestions upon a treaty, escopt on the question of ratification, aud on e 
luotioll to postpone indefinitely, ahall be by a .......................... 



Nun 

Men&orials and pctitio~is shall bc referrcd withont plitting the qnestion .......... 
Before being proso~t~ed or read they shall be signed, aild a brief statement 

of their contjel?ts sllall he made ........................................ 
Of foreign citizens or sa1)jects sllall not l ~ e  received unless through the Sec- 

retary of State ........................................................ 
Where an adverse report has been agreed to they shall no6 be wit,hrlrawn, 

unless copies are left with the Secretary ................................ 
Where an txdverse report has been a.greed to t,hey shall not be referred from . the files, unless with new evideilce..: .................................. 
Shall uot bc withdrawn from the files ~ i t ~ h o i ~ t  leave of the Senate ......... 
When all act has passed for the ~ett~lemeut of a private claim, the Secretary 

]nay transmit tho papers to the acco~~ntiag-officers.-. ................... 
N e ~ i t sof the question proposed to be considered. It  shall not be in order to dis- 


cuss the.. ............................................................. 

Xessnges from the Prasiclent'and from the House of Represenatives may be re- 


ceirod nt ally state of t,he basinesrs ..................................... 
Messages to the Honse and comrn~mications to the President shall be taken 

by the Secretary ...................................................... 
Norzing liotrr. The order of business. which shall not be interrupted, unless 

by unauimo~is con~ent, prescribed ..................................... 
No motion to proceed to the consideration of slxbjects on the Calendar shall 

be received, except by iunamious consent, daring the ................... 
A mot,ion receivecl by u~~:tllimous consent to take up a sabject shall ilot be 

ope11 to anlendme~~t ilor debate on the merits of the qnestio~l.. .......... 
What subjects shall bc talicu u l ~  during ally remaining portion of the.. ... 

Notions. Before a rnotioll shall he debated it  shall be seconded, and if reqiiired, 
be rednced to writing.. ........r. ..................................... 

Which may be made wheu a question is under ~onsidcrat~iou ; thc order and 
precedence of which.. ................................................. 

A nlot'ioll or resolutiori may 1~e  witlldrawn or  modified befoi-e a division, 
amendment, or ordering of the yeas and nays ........................... 

A motioi~to reconsider sllall not be withdrawn ~it~l1011t leavr of the Senate. 
A motion to discharge a committee shall lie over one day for consideration, 

u~lless by ln~anirnous consent........................................... 
N. 

Non~inations. Tho qilestiou on their confirmat,ion shall not be put on the same 
day on which they are received, nor on the day on which they may bo re-
ported.. .............................................................. 

Discussions upon the cl~aracter and qualifications of a norninee and the 
votes upon a nomiilation shall be kept secret ........................... 

Tho person uoininated irlay be notified of charges against him, but the name 

of tjhe party making them shall not he disclosed ......................... 


A motion to reconsider the vote on a nominat,ion may be made within two 

days of actual session ..................-.............................. 

Notice of confirnlation shall not be sent to the President until the expira- 
tion of two days of actual session.. .................................... 

When the Presideut has boon notificd of a confirmation, a motion to recon- 
sider mast l ~ e  acconipanied by a request to the President to return the 
resolntion of confirmation ............................................. 

A motion to reconsider the vote on a nomination may be laid on the table, , 
which shall be fiual ................................................... 

Upon an adjournment of Congress, or a recess of more th+n t,hirty days, a11 
inotious to  reconsider shall fall, and the nominrations stand as confir~ued 
or rejected, as the case may be. ........................................ 
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Slur 

Nonzinatio~tsnot confirmed or rejected a t  one session shall not be coilsiderecl a t  
the next scssion nuless renominated.. ................................. 

Upon an adjournment of Congress, or on taking a recess of thirty days, all 
uominations not ii~lally acted upon shall be ret,urned to the President.. .. 

Notice shall be given of an intended motion for leave to bring in a bill. At least 
onc day's.. ............................................................ 


0atk.s of ofice. The oaths required by the C~nstit~ntion and prescribecl by the 
acts of Juue 1,1789, Jaly 2, 1862, and July 11,1868,s h d l  be taken by Sena- 
tors ancl the officers of the Seuato before entering upon the claties of their 
o Eces ................................................................ 


Order of busi,l,ess. One honr next after the Jolirilal is read shall be designated as 
the ~norlliilg hour, (luring whichno other business, except that proscribecl, 
slmll be taken 11p unless by ullanimoi~s consent. ........................ 

Order i ~ t  dahntc. When a Senator shall be called to order, he shall sit down, aud 

shall ilot proceed without 1eal.e of t'he Senate, shall be determined 

without debate.. .......... .......................................
..-I 


No Sellatorshall speak to or iilterrupt another withont his consent, to obtain 
which he shall first address the Chair .................................. 

If a Senator he called t'o order for words spolien in clebate, the exceptionable 
words, if reqnirecl, shall bo taken down ................................ 

The Presiding ORoer shall name the Senator who is to speak, who shall in 
all cases be tho oile who shall first address thc Chair .................... 

No Senator shall speak more than twice on any one question on the same 
clay witl~ollt lcave of the Senate, to bc dctcrmiucd \vithoot debate ...... 

A ulotion to take up a subject shall not be open to debate on the merits of 
t,he si~ljjcct proposed to be considered .................................. 


Ordw, questlo118o/: A q~lest,ionof order may be raised a t  ally time, and shall be 

decided by the Chair, zoitkout rlebnte. ................................... 


An appeal may be taken from the decision of the Chair on a question of 
order ................................................................. 

The Chair may submit any question of order to the debision of the Senate. 
When an appeal is taken from the clecision of the Chair, any subsequent 

question of order or appeal shall he decided without debate.. ............. 
Appeals takenrfrom the decisions of the Chair, lrpon questions not themselves 

debatable, shall be decided zvithozct debate .............................. 
An appeal may be laid on the table, which shall be regarded as sustaining 

t, l~edecision of the Chair.. ............................................ 


P. 

Pages. Relative to the appointment of ...................................... 

Paqers. When the reading of a paper i~calletl for, aacl objection be macle, it 


shall be submitted to the Senate without clebate ........................ 

No papers, except original treaties, shall, without leave of the Senate, be 


withdraw11 from its files.. ............................................. 

When sn  act has pa~sed for the settlement of a private claim, the Secretary 

]nay transmit the papers to tho accounting-officers. ..................... 
Wliei~a claiin lies been adversely reported on, autl the report be agreed to, the 

papura shall ndt be rofcrrod froiu tlie files withont new evidence.. ...... 
Where au adverse report has been made, papers ,shall not be withdrawn 

mithoilt leaving copies with the Secretary.. ............................ 
Peffiiorcs, before being presented, must be signed, ant1 a brief statelllei~t of their 

contents rnade ........................................................ 



Nun 

Petitions. No petition or other paper signed by citizens or sabjects of a tbreign 
power shall be received unless through the President ................... 

Every petition shall he referred, of course, without pntting the qnestion, 
unless there he ol?jection .............................................. 

Plurality qf votes. Select corrinrittees and tpe members of standing conlmittees 
(except the chairman) shall be elected by a.. ........................... 

Preavnble to a resolution. The question shall be first put upon the resolution 
and last on the preamble .....................................-..--.... 

To a resolution may be withdrawn before an amenclment or ordering of the 
yeas and nays. It may also be laid on the table. ....................... 

To a bill sltall be last put to questloll and may also be laid on the table. -.. 
Presidilcg O$icer of the Seriate. In the absence of the Vice-President, the Senate 

shall choose a President pro tentpope .................................... 

He shall have thc right to name a Senator to occupy the chair, who shall 


not hold beyond an adjournment ...................................... 

The regulatioli and co~itrol of such parts of the Capitol builcliug as are set 


apart for the use of the Senate shall be nncler the Presiding Officer ...... 
The Presicliilg Officer sh:~ll decide every question of orcler without debate, 

subject to an appeal to the Senate ..................................... 
He may submit any question of order without decision to the Senate ...... 

P~~iwti?cg.E-very motion to print, except to priut bills, reports of committees, 
resolutions, conirllunicatioils from State legislatures and conve~~tions, and 
motions to print, made by rlirection of committees, shall be referred to 
the Committee on ..................................................... 

A11 reports of committees, unless for the dispatch of l~usiness the printing 
be dispensed with, shall be printed .................................... 

Motions to print additional ~ru~nbcrs  shall he referred to the Committee on. 
When the cost of printing aclditional numbers shall exceed five hundred dol- 

lars, i t  shall be by concn~rant resolution ............................... 
Every bill, joint resolution, and report of committee shall be printed ...... 

Private C l a i ~ ~ r .No memorial or other paper shall be withdrawn from the files 
without leave of the Senate ............................................ 

Where a private act has passed, the Secretary may transmit the papers to 
the officer charged with the settlement ................................. 

No private claim, which has been rejected, shall be again referred from the 
files without new evidence ............................................ 


Where an adverse report has been lnacle on a private claim, the papers shall 
not be withdrawn without leaving copies .............................. 

No amendment shall be proposed to any general appropriation bill whose 
object is to proride for a ................ ..'............................ 

Question of order shall be decided by the Chair, without debate, subject to an 
appeal to the Senate. Every .......................................... 

The Chair may submit any qnestion of order to the decision of the Senate.. 
When an appeal is t a k m  from the decision of the Chair, any subsequent 

question of order or appeal shall be decicled without debate.-. .......... 
Appeals from the decision of the Chair, growing out of questions undebat- 

able, shall be decided without debate ................................. 
An appeal from the decision of the Chair may be laid on the table, which 

shall be held to affirm the clecision of the Chair ......................... 
Question u l~der  dehate contains several points, any Senator may call for a clivision. 

If the .................................................................. 
But a motion to strike out ancl insert shall not be divided.. ............... 



Nnm 
Questiol~ ~rlrder debate. Bnt, pending a motion to strike out and insert, eachpart 

shall be regarded as a y~est~ion;  and the part to be stricken out shall be 
iirst open to aniendlueiit ............................................... 

.Qtiovu?tb. The journal of the proceedings of t,he yreceding day shall be read, there 
being present a ....................................................... 

The presence of a quorum being questioned, the Chair shall direct the roll t,o 
bo cillled t'o ascer ta i~~  the presei~ce of a . . ............................... 


A majority of the Senators present ]nag requesfi or compel the attendance of 
Senators to make a .  .................................................. 

Pending the execntion of the order requiring the presence of absent Sena- 
tors, no clebatr, or motion shall be ill order but to adjourn ............... 

Rending of a'pn17e~. When the reading of a paper is called for, and it be ob- 
jected to, i t  shall be decided by the Senate without debate.. ............ 

Recess. Pending the consideration of a question, a motion, which shall be decided 
withalit rlebate, may be made for a .................................... 

Recess of tlte Senate ,for mom tha~r thirty days. All nominations and motions to 
reconsider nominations shall fall ~rpon a . .  .............................. 

Xecotzsideratiol~. A motion to rccolisider may be made by any one voting on the 
side that prevailed ................................................... 

A motion to reconsicler may be nlade within the two next days of actual 
session, and shall be decided bp a majority ............................. 

When a bill or other uratter sliall have gone out of the possession of the 
Senate, the motion to reconsider shall be accompanied by a request for the 

return of the same.. ................................................... 
Which last motion shall be determined a t  once and without debate ....... 
If the Senate shall refuse to reconsicler a vote, or upon consideratioi~ shall 

reaffirm its first decisiou, it  shall not be in order to move to reconsider . . 
If a motion be made to reconsider a vote upon a question under consider- 

ation, the motioir to recolisicler shall be decided a t  once ................. 
A motiori to reconsider may be laid oil the table without prejudice to the 

main question ........................................................ 
And if laid on the table, shall be a final disl~osition of the motion ......... 
A motion to reconsider shall not be withclrawn without leave of the Senate 
A motion to reconsider a vote on a nominatinii may be laid on the table, and 

shall he final.. .......................................................... 

A motion to reconsider a vote on a nomination returned to the President 


nlnst be accompanied by a requebt for its return to the Senate .......... 

Motions to reconsider nominations shall fall upon a recess of thirty days, 


or on final acljournlnent ............................................... 

Reduced to zuritw~g. Before a motioi~ shall be tlebated it  shall be secondecl, and, if 


required .............................................................. 

Reference to acomrnittee. A motion to refer shall not be open to amendlnent un- 


less i t  be to add iustrnctions. .......................................... 

A ~liotionto refer to a standing committco shall have precedence of a motion 


to  refer to a select committee .......................................... 
Every bill and joint rosolntion shall be read twice. ....................... 
A motion to refer to a standing committee shall have preference.. ......... 
A nhotioil to refer shall not be open to amendment, except to add instruc- 

tions ...........................................-..................... 
Before the final vote on the passage of a bill or resolution i t  shall bc in order 

to lrlove its.. .......................................................... 
Rclevawt to the subject-matter thereof. No alneudlrient shall be proposed to ally 

general appropriation bill which shall not be germane or ................ 



INDEX. 

Number. 
Reports of oorn~r~ittees. The order in which they shall be called for by the Chair 


in  the morning hour ................................................... 8 

If objected to, the consideration of t,he report of a committee shall lie over 


oneday .............................................................. 50 

All reports of committees shall be printed, unless for the dispatch of busi- 


ness the prii~t~iog .................................. 55
be dispensed with.. 

Reports of conkn~ittees of conference shall always be in order, and when made the 


question of their considerat,ion shall be immediately put and decided with- 

out debate .......................................................... 49 


Reports of conbmitteea of con j ' e~s~~ce  resolutions proposing amendments to the 
on 

Constitution shall require a vote of two-thirds for them adoption.. ...... 35 


Resoltttionff.The order in which they shall be called for by the Chair in the 

morning hour ................................................... 8 


When accompr~nied by a preamble, thc qnestion shall be first put on the pre- 

amble, which may 110 withdrawn or laid on the table ................... 45 


A resolution may be withdrawn or modified by the mover before an amend- 

ment or ordering of the yeas and nays ................................. 44 


A resolution to pay money out of the contingent fund shall be referred to  

the Cornmittee on Contingent Expenses ................................ 47 
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Proposing amendments to the Constitution shall, in t,heir introduction and 


form of proceeding, be treated in all respects like bills.. ................ 35 
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notice, in writing ............................................... 61 

Any rule may be suspended without notice by unanimous consent ........ 61 

But no motion shall be in order to suspeud the eighteenth rule in respect to 


voting.. .............................................................. 18,61 
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a question that mamy require ........................................... 64 
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debates and proceedings thereou, shall be kept secret ................. 65 


All matters touching the character and qualifications of a nomination and 

all votes and proceedings thereon shall be kept secret .................. 73 


A Senator disclosing thc confidential or secret bnsiness of the Senate shall 

be liable to expulsion.. .............................................. 68 
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punished for a contempt .............................................. 68 
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Deaties. When a treaty is laid before the Scuate no motion shall be made in 
reference to it  b i ~ t  to refer or to print it,. . .. . ... ...... .. ... . .... .. . . .. 69 
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Wordaspoken in dobate, if required, shall be taken down in writing. Exception-


able ................................................................. 37 


Yeas and nays. Each Senator shall, when his name is called, answer openly and 
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A Senat,or shall not be permitted to vote after tho result is announced.. ... 18 
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