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A BRIEF I-IISTORY 

NINETY-THIRD REGIMENT 


OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 

RECOLLECTIONS O F A  PRIVATE. 

P R I V A T E  IN CO. F. 



A feu- worcls seem necessary to esplain my pnrpose 
in writing what is hereinafter recorclccl. I t  w:ts under-
taken a t  tlle reqrlest of friends of tlie regiment, aborlt six 
years ago in 3 series of articles in tlic T.'e)tice Grrtplric. 
These have been collected, revisecl and put in this form, 
wit11 the belief t l ~ t  i t  ~nigllt be cherishecl by the sold- 
iers ancl friends of tlie Y3rd as a tratllfrll liistory of their 
strllggles during the late rebellion. Although it may be 
brief, the reacler must remember I llaw lnborecl nncler 
great clisac11-antnges ; as  ~vha t  I hare  narrated 11ay yenctl 
n tllird of n centuyy ago. 

ii filrther motive emboldened me to the task. As 
far as n ~ yknon-ledge estencls, there never has been ,z his-
tory of tlie regiment written. Sho~zld this incite some 
comracle with more ability than I to n-rite n history of 
the regiment, I sliall feel a l n ~ l y  rel~nicl for my la1,or. 
Ancl here I nay be pcrmittcd to say tllnt, although a 
participant in the e ~ e n t s  of this history, still I l ~ a r e  en- 
deavored to write in a spirit of cnnclor :lnd goocl faith, 
: ~ndI leave i t  to tllc honest judgment of tllc reacler as  to 
Ilo\\- far nncl holr well I have socceedcd. While i t  i s  spec- 
ial as n liistory of the 9::rd Ohio Voluxlteer .Infantry, i t  
is general us to the delineation of campaigns, movements 
of troops, plans of battles, and the changes in brigades, 
clirisions and corps ancl their commanders. 

It was never my ambition or expectation to write a 
book, but circ~l~nstances which I cot~lcl not vie11 resist 
f'orcecl me to t l ~ e  task. I may have erred in some pnr- 
titulars, bnt, comracles, be lenient in your criticisn~s, re-

'melnbering I had bu t  very little data a t  llnnd and mein- 
orj-, a t  i~est, is treacherous. 

IIT.I'ICI<D~ ) E ~ I O R E T .  

120~s. Ollio, 3Inrch lst ,  1S!18. 



At  eleven o'clock on tlie niglit ot' August 2:;' 1SCi1, 
tliere was a regiment of soldiers ferried across the Ohio 
River at Cincinnati and landed on I<entncl;y soil. 

Those were the (lark days of the war. 1\IcClellaxi 
with the Ar111y of tlie Potomac liad fallen back from liis 
siege of Ricl~~noncl ancl was resting on tlie Janles River. 
Pope with tlie Army of Virginia mas losing ground ant1 
falling back toward \\'ashington. Butler was inactivc 
at Sew Orleans. 'l'lie rebel general, Bragg, was making 
liis way nortllwarcl into Iientucky, conlpelling Btlell with 
tlie Union arnly to fall back on Louisville. Kirby S~nitll  
\\-as advancing tllrough Cumberland Gap on Richmond, 
I<entacky, wllicli was held by n snlall Ci~ion force under 
Gen. Nelson. Srlcli was tlie situation at  this time, and 
the prosl~ects for tlic Union cause looked gloo~ny indeetl. 

Tliis regiment was the 0::rd Ollio, !Mi0 strong, with 
a full complement of' oflicers. on its way to the front. 
The field oflicers were Col. Charles Anderson, Liei1t.-Col. 
Hiranl Strong ancl Jl:~.jor A. A. I'hiilips. Companies A, 
l3?Ei, I and I< were recruited in Rlontgomery County, 
eoinpnnies G and 11 in Prcblc and companies C, D ancl 
F in Butler Coonty, the writer being a member of the 
last named compan~-. We llatl receivett one week's in- 
striiction in 1nilita1.y tactics a t  Camp Dayton, 0..ar~cl 
were now being liurriecl to tlie front, with otlier ncnT reg- 
iments, to reinforce Gcn. Kelsou. 

The ~iiorning of tlie 24th (S11ritl:i~-) fount1 u s  on tlie 
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cars xnd on our may to Lesington', I<entilcky, which we 
reached about eleven o'clock that night. ' After d r a ~ i n g  
cartridges and waiting an hour or t ~ o  for or'clers, we 
mere marched out the pike, probably n mile, where n.e 
stacked arms and, after posting a l~ ic l~e tline in front, 
we spread our blankets clown ail~l preparecl to spend the 
remainclcr of tlie night. The writer had a pile of bro- 
ken stone for a bed, nncl, after turning the soft sides 111) 
and shifting thc11-1to fit the ribs, we finally fell aslcel). 
But our nay was of short duration. \Ire were awakenecl 
by the pop, pop, bang. of the picket's guns, mingled with 
the commands of tlie oiiiccrs to fall in, and, reader, 11-e 
leare you to imagine the conft~sion. Col. Anderson 
mo~~ntedhis liorsc and went down tlie raid st full gal- 
lop to find out the cause of tlie alarm. Presently :ie 

came back and reported that some of o w  cavalry, corn-
ing in and failing to hear the comnltrnd, '-halt!" Iiad 
been fired upon, but luckily no one was hurt, althougli n 
ca\*alry lienteilnilt got a hall t b r o ~ ~ g l ~  his coat collar. 

The nest morning me went into camp in the fhir 
grounds, a beautiful site for a camp. .In fact, take tile 
count.1:). about I,esington, it might justly be termed tlie 
garden-spot of Kentucky. Fine turnpilies, tidy farm- 
liouses and fertile fields greet t l ~ e  eye on every side. 

On the evening of the 30th we received marching or- 
ders. After marching all night, sunrise fbund ns at  the 
Kentucky River, eleven niiles from Richmond: Here we 
1.1~'some three or four hours, when the order can19 to 
abont face and march back, as n'elson was clefeated ant1 
on the retreat to Lexington. 

We reaclicd 1,csington about 5 o'clock in the even-
ing, all clrenched to the skin, as tliere h:ld been a heavy 
thnnder-shower during the day. After standing around 
on tile streets some time, waiting for orclers, we mere fi-
nally n~archecl back on Clie stune roacl two miles, 2nd 
went into can111 on the Clay farm. Tile morning of Sep- 
tember 1st dawned bright and fair wit11 no  sign of the 



eneniy. I n  the qfternoon we were orclered to fall in with 
guns, cartri?gc-boses and canteens, leaving everything 
else behind. AIarclling up the hill some 300 -yards, we 
were drawn up in line of battle facing soothward. Here 
the oftlcers clrilled us in  the man~ial of arms, principally 
i11 guarding :~guinst cavalry, which movenlent is emcu- 
tccl in tlie following manner: Bring the gnn to .an or- 
cler arms; kneel clown on the -right knee, placing tlie 
breech of the gun against it, holding the gun firmly in 
both llnnds a t  an angle of forty-five degrees, the point of 
tlie bayonet being about tlie height of a horse's breast. 
The writer espectecl every ~nonlent to see the rebel cav-
alry charge 1111 the hill, ant1 wondered llow ~nany mol~lcl 
1)e left to go on after tlic first line fell on our bayonets. 
IVC freely confess we were green, bat  we have the conso- 
lation of knowing tliat we liacl a whole regiment for com- 
pany. IVliilc me were being put tlirougli the manual of 
arms, some lunatic of a n  officer (who eviclently became 
panic-stricken a t  our :~pparent 1)rcparations to rece i~e  
the enemy) orderecl all our baggage burned, mliich we 
had left behind, and llzrversacks, blanliets and knap- 
sacks. with all extra clothing, went up in smoke.' This 
began to look like a foot-iacc instead of a fight, and so 
i t  proved to ljc, for after (lark we bbsketladdled" for 
1.ouisville. 



After five clays ant1 nights retreating tl lro~igl~ dust 
three inches deep, the 93rd reached Louisville in a de-
~noralized condition. Some had been overcolue b ~ -the 
lieat and fallen by the wayside. Others, footsore ancl 
weary, had been taken prisoner. 011r worst suffering 
11ad been for tlid want of water, running streams and 
springs being scarce. Our main dependence was stock 
poncls, which mere covered with green scum and were 
full of "miggletails." ' 

Those on tlie retreat fro~n Lesington were the 
tlSoops under Gen. Nelson and some seven or eight new 
regiments of infantry, also the 9th ICentuckg Cavalry 
commanded by Col. Jacobs. We established camp about 
live miles from Lo~~isr i l le ,  where we remained some two 
weeks. While here we were fi~rnishecl wit11 Sibley tents 
which carno very ncceptable, as the nights --ere getting 
cool and we had no blankets, hnd no clotlring escept 
what was on our baclcs. About the middle of Septeni- 
ber me were rnovetl t ~ p  between Cave Hill cemetery and 
the citr. 

At  this time me still had camp gntkrtl to Iceep the 
boys from straggling about. One night i\Iiles BIcNeiT, 
of Co. F, was on ctnty (everyone in the 93rd ought tore- 
~llemberMiles). When the relief guard got within ten 
paces of 3Iilcs he yelled out: ibIIaIt!l\rllo comes 
there?" The answer came: "Sergeant, witll the relief 
guard." Niles hesitated tl minute while trying to rec- 
ollect the proper words, then el led out: "0~11, be j:i-
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bers! come on; Oi're fergot the rist av t11c t~*immin's." 
3Iany no re such inciclents colild be given to slionl that 
tlie boys did not, as  yet, "l;nom i t  all." 

While liere we dug a line of rifle pits through the 
cemetery, digging principnlly a t  night. This desec1.a- 
tion of tlie city of the dead wonld hare I~cen looked up-
on with horror a t  any other tiu~c. The latter part ot' 
September IAouisville presented a scene of unparallclc(1 
activity and i t  became apparent that a forward more- 
ment was contemplated. The armg bad been reorganiz- 
ed. 3Iaj.-Gen. 3icCook mas assigned to the command 
of the lst, Corps; RInj.-Gen. Crittenden, tlie 2nd Corps; 
31nj.-Gen. Gilbert, the 3rd Corps. The 93rd was in t l ~ e  
1st Corps, 2nd Division (commanclcd by Brig.-Gen. Sill) 
and on Sept. 29th was assigned to the Fifth Brigade. 
By Sept. 30th the army was aonsoli~late~l, equipped and 
rcacly for the advance. October 1st the army moved out 
upon the 13ardsto1vn, tlie 1,ebanon and the Frankfort 
tnrnpikes, tlie 1st Corps taking the latter. Skirmishing 
commenced soon 2fter leaving Louisrillc and continued 
a11 clay, the rebels falling back. The night of-the 2nd 
found 11s at  the beantiful little toma of Sl~elby\~ille. On 
tlie 3rcI the march Isas resumed toward Frankfort. 

When some two miles beyond Cla~sril le,  tile 9 th  
I<elitucky Cttrally, which was in the advance, came 111)-

on tlie rel~els and, assisted 1 ~ y  tlie infantry and Eclgnr- 
ton's nl-tillers, had quite a spirited little engagement. 
The rebel loss mas a few killed and wonnded and the 
'17tl1 Pennsjlvania took sixteen prisoners. Here mas t11c 
first one t l ~ e  writer saw killed in battle, and we well rc- 
member 1iow the cold cliills would creep up our back as  
we looked nt the ghastly sight, little dreaming that in n 
very short time we could spread our blanket down with 
tlie deacl on every side and sleep as  soundly as though 
upon a couch of down. But suoli i s  h l~~l lan  nature. 

On the 5th of October the 93rcl \\*as assigned to t l~t?  
4th 13rigacle, in lieu of the 79th Illinois wllich was at- 
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taclled to the 6th Brigscle. Our Brigade at  this time 
consisted of the fo l lo~ing  regiments: 5th ICentuclcy, 
6th Indiann, 1st and 93rd Ohio. This organization was 
~naintaineclon many a hotly-contestecl field ; in fact, un-
til the oltler regiments' tkr~n of service espired. 

On the evening of the 6th of October we encamped 
on the west side of tlie Hentuclcy Hirer, opposite Fmnk- 
fort. The enemy fled a t  our spproacl~, clestroying the 
railroad bridge anel removing the flooring from the tum-  
pilie bridge, necessitating the constrllction of a pontoon. 

This was :tccomplisliecl on the 7th, and y e  mol-ed 
out on the Georgetown turnpike. But gaining informa- 
tion that Kirby Smith had erossecl the river nt Salvisa, 
we were marclied back the same evening, recrossed the 
~*i\-er On tlie morn- and ~novecl t o ~ a r c l  Luwrenceburg. 
ing of the Bth, soon after passing through Lawrenceburg, 
our cavalry came upon tlic enemy ancl had a little en-
gagement in wllicll Col. Jacobs was severely wonnclecl. 
The enemy falling back as usual, the column moved on 
to Salt River ant\ camped for the niglit near an insignif- 
icant town called Dog l17all;. The rottcl here follot~s a 
ridge for some distance, deep ravines rllnning down on 
either side and all Iiearily timbered. The principal pro- 
ductions of this section are llooppoles, 1)awpan.s and 
green snakes, and tlie latter were innumerable. In  the 
~norningwe resulned our march toward Perryville, which 
place r e  reached on the 11th of October, three (l:~?-s af- 
ter the battle wllicll liad occnn.ec1 between the forces of 
Generals Bragg and I~ncll. 

Here our division (about 6,000 strong) rejoinecl tlie 
rest of the army, i t  not Ilaving been able to participate 
in the  battle on account of nna~oidalde delays. 

B r a g  1i:tcl been clefeated, and on the niglit of the 
1:Itll i t  mas ascertained lie ~vus retreating sol~thward. 
Tile Union army was orclerecl in pursilit, but after fol- 
Ion-ing as  far as Cr:tb Orchard we gave up tlic cllrrsc, as  
B r a s  hat1 iiiatle goocl his escape tl inb~~gh CII nil~erlttlld 



Gap into ~ennessee. Here we rested four clojs, but, as 
i t  11-31sessential that our forces sIio~11(1 rcaeli n 'ash~ille 
in advance of Brrrgg, for the safety of tile gm.ison tliel.c, 
we were again P U ~in potion. Passing tllroug9.h Stanford, 
Ditnville aucl Lebanon on tlie 24tli of October, I\-e en-
camped near S e w  31,zrket. Here the wagon trniiis join- 
ed us for the first time after leaving Louisville, :tncl we 
had our tents again. Never did tiley come more propi- 
tiously, for that niglit there was n lleavy fall of snow 
anc1 tlie weatlier was sc~crelycold. 



On the 27th of October we strucli tents and lnoved to- 
ward Bowling Green, which me reachecl on the 31st and 
lxere learnecl that on the preceding clay Gen. h e l l  hacl 
been sl~persecled by Gcn. Rosccrans in cotnmnncl of the 
Army of the Cumberland. 

Here is Lost River, this wonder of nature, of 11-hich 
we mill g i ~ e  a brief description. It is in Warren county, 
ICY., ancl not over forty miles from tlxe celebrated Mam- 
moth Cave. 'l'lio surf:tce of the country is gently rolling 
in general, while now ancl tlxen you find n stretch that is 
almost level. To get an idea of the river, imagine a 
trencll 200 yarils long ancl 40 or 60 feet deep, with s 
spring some three or four rods in diaiueter boiling up 
from the bottom a t  one end ax111 flowing to the &her end 
where i t  clisappenrs in the bowels of the earth, the cav- 
ern i t  enters resembling in appearance n tunnel, and you 
haye n picture of Lost Riwr  imprinted upon your imag- 
ination. The conclrlsion fonnecl by the n-riter is that a t  
one tilile i t  was 3subterranean river, but i t  kept ~vaslxing 
away Sronl \)elow until, finall?., a11 this portion Sell in ancl 
was washed an-ay. A t  tllc entrance this cayern is  ahout 
40 fwt  wide nnd 15 feet in l~eiglit. Tlre 'interior as far 
3 s  tlxere was light to see is ahout tlie same dimensions. 
We went into tlle cave some clistancc 1)y groping our 11-ay 

.along the sides and wading, but having no light and not 
I;nowing ~vha t  was in  front of us, ~t-e retraced our steps. 
Some of the b o p  who wcrc iixorc venturesome procurecl a 
light and explored i t  ihrtlxcr, 1)rinking out stalactites 
~ ~ l l i c l l  The ru-tlxey 1:acl 1)roken off tile w)c.ks overhead. 
ins ot' an old nnill, a t  onc tilxlc rlln 1y t h ~ ?waters of Lost 
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Eiver, stood a t  tlic moutll of the cavern. We Iiaw often 
thought since tllc war, if opportunity ofl'ered again, we 
~ ~ o u l dgive tliis xoncler 6 more tliorongh inspection, for 
in tliose stirring times, ~vlien therc was solnetliing new 
liappcniag eve?- day, i t  was not natural to gice it Inorc! 
than a passing noticc. 

After n couple of days rest liere, 1v.c continued our 
marell, crossing tlic state line into Tenncsscc at  i\Iitcllcll- 
riilc. On the 9th of R'ovemljcr -\ye rcacliccl Eclgefielcl, on 
the north side of tlic Cu~nl~er la~~cl  River opposite XL?SIL- 
i l l .  Tliis 11-as a <la?- of rejoicing for the garrison tlicrp, 
as tiicy liacl been cut off i'roln all co~nmunications Ibr a1- 
most two-montlls. We rc~nnincd in camp a t  E~lgefi~ld 
uctil tlie 16th of' Korc~iil~er,whcn we 111orctl out six 
lnilcs on the ZIInrfrces1)oro tnrnl)ike and cstal)lished caml) 
a t  tlic Insane Asylu111. Here we lay about onc 11-cck, 
11-lien we lnovccl to the right to cover the Kolcnsvillc and 
Franklin turnpilrcs. I t  was eviclcnt Gen. Rosccrans (lid 
not intcncl to advance i~nmediatcl~* ulmn D1urfi~ecsl)oro. 
Tlic railroad liad I~cen clestroj-ed from i\litcliellvillc to 
Nashrillc, n distancc of thrtr ~~niles, and salq)lics liacl to 
1:c llttulcd in wagons until i t  could l ~ c  repaired. Whilc 
llcrc nothing hut tbc usual routine of camp life occurl.ec1 
fiir some time. Tltis consists in l>icl;eting, drilling, 
guarcl and fatigue duty, chtr.. Our place of picketing was 
al~out  three miles in front in n \I-iltl and sccludcd place, 
abrupt nncl hilly, with lwrc :lnd therc :L s~n i l lfield g r o ~ ~ n  
111) in briers, t l ~ c~vliolc intcbrspcrsed wit 11 wootls and 
thic1;ets. 'I'hc 03rd \I-as on picket al~ont crc.1:\- fourth 
claj-, t11-ent-y-four hours a t  a ti~nc. Through Dcc.cml~er 
there were several snowfalls and \\-c suffered considern- 
1)lj  from the colcl. 

On the 6th of 1)c.ccinl)er the 03rd ~vas  sent o u t  to 
guard 3 forage train s o ~ ~ l c  five or six miles to the fiont. 
After thc train llad loaclccl nncl ~ v a s  on the return ncbnr 
Antioch _Clinrch, the cncBlny tried to ca1)turc lmrt of i t  1))-
cutting i t  off a t  3 1)encli n  tile road. Col. Anderson, I~cnr- 



ing the sl~ooting, double-qnickwl tile 1,cginient lo  t l ~ c  
point oi' attack, which he reacllccl in acl~tnce of tllc cnc- ' 
my. Al'trr 3 lir6lk little sliirmisll the rebels retreat~d. 
Our loss 11-a~ one killed nn(1 tl~rce wounrled. What loss 
the enemy sustainccl we were unable to ascertsin. This 
began to look still l ime  like war, j t  being tlic first t i ~ t ~ c  
the regiment had been clirectlj- under lire. 

I t  I1ec3me apparent 1)eforc Christ~nas there ~ronld 
be n form-ard mocemcnt soon, so \\-hen the orcler to marc11 
came on t l ~ e  26th of Uecenll,er it did not conle unesl)cct- 
eclly. The army movecl in tlircc co11111ins-Crittendcn's 
cborps on the ;\Iurf8reesl~oro tu l-npi ke, Thomas' colml)son 
the Franklin, and 3lcCool;'s corps on the Sole~~s \ - i l l t~  
IVc m-is11 to state here for tlie information of those not 
1-eraccl in military mo~cments tllnt, for two or tllrce rca- 
sons, it i s  common to march an :trniy on ronds ri~nning 
a a l e .  One column protects tile Aank of the other and, 
in case of on engagement, n line of l~at t le  can be tbrmetl 
quickel*, I)esides, the?- can move more csl)editiouslj-. In 
this rase ;\Inrfreesl)oro was t l ~ e  ol)jecti\-c point where all 
were to f'onn n junction. A t  d a ~ l i g l ~ t  ~ r oon the 26th 
were in motion on the Nolens~ille roacl, It rained al- 
islost ineessantlj- all clay, tlle relbels falling 'Ijaclr after 
soine skirmishing. E:arl~- on the morning of the 27th 
~ v eresumed our march. I t  being Yery Ibgg)-* i t  n-as i ~ n -  
possible to see any great clistance in advance. Tlle eonn- 
t ry  here is a succession of ridge and l~ottom, the former 
mostly covered 1~it11 cedar t11icl;eta. All t he  streams 
\)-ere s~rollen 1 ) ~ -the rains of the revio ions clay, making 
the marching w r y  tedious and c1isngreeal)le. '\Vc hat1 
not l>roc.eeclecl far until the 1.e1)el artillel:\l and cn~a l ry  
were enconntel.ed, drawn 111) in line to dispute our ad-
Tance, 1)ut nftcr a spirited contest t l~ey fell l~aek. The 
skinnisliing continned all day find a t  nigliti'all we l)i\--
ouacbecl near the village of 'l'riiine. ,5 coltl, chilling 
wind set in fro111 the north ancl, 1)eing tlioroughb soak- 
ed, wa hnd to m:tke ourse l~rs  as cwntbl-tnl)lc as l)ossii,le 

http:enconntel.ed
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19- I~utltllingnl) to oilr iires of logs. 
On tlic SSth tliere was no inoremcnt. The morning 

of the 29th :dl escept the Thircl Brigade and Simonson's 
I~atterymoved towarc1 3Lurfreesl)oro. We were left to 
protect tlic right flank lintil the rest of the arm)- was in 
orcler of I~attle. On the 30th we rejoined the rest of the 
arm? near Stone River, where there ltnd 1)eensome pret-
ty sllarp fighting tlil.ough the clay. I~nlnediatelrupon 
our arrival we were orclerecl to report to Gen. Stnnlej-
\rho was commanding the cavalry. After marching out 
some two miles in front, supporting tltc cavalry, n-ecame 
in sight of the re1)el cavnlq- drawn up in line of battle, 
and a grant1 sight i t  I\-as to I~ehold. Advancing to a 
fence some clistance in front, the 0:',rd firetl one volley a t  
the line. T l ~ edist:!nce being too grcnt to 1)e effectivc, 
xve were orclercd to fall-hack. 

Our ?)rigarle,at'ter fhlling lbacl; ot' tltc line of battle, 
tvas Ilelcl us a reserve near Gen. Jollnson's Iietld-qnarte~.~. 
( A t  tbis time tlic clirision was commnncled by Gen. R. 
W. Jollnson, Gen. Sill having been assigneci to another 
command.) No fires \\-ere allowed; ancl there in the si-
lence and darkness lay two miglrty nrnlies facing each 
other, awaiting tlic first streaks of ilmvn to commence 
the awful conflict. Our boys,wrepl)cd in their \~lnnkcts, 
were ill:e:tming of 11ome ancl friends f'nr nway; or per-
lisps some were \lSonderingwhat ~voultlI)c their thtc be-
fore the setting of anotlier sun. Such ~r\-nstlte situation 
011 the night of Decem1)er 00, 18fil. 



At  six o'clock on the morning of tile 31st a11 11-as 
cl~iict. Twenty minutes later a brisk firing was hearcl 
on tlic right. I t  \\-as eviclent the enem)- liad massed 
their forces on our riglit n-ing, especting to crnsll i t  and 
t1iercl)y gain an easy victory. (NcCook's corps was on 
tlic estreme right of tlic union line,) Soon the fighting 
\\-as terrific. As tl~e~so~incls were 1)orne to our ears of 
~ol leyafter volley 1)onrerl in on either side, we, on the 
reserve, knew i t  meant cleath anrl clestr~lction to those 
engaged. Tile rebels were in overn.helming force, and 
no 1,ody of troops could long withstand their furious on- 
slaugbt. After holding them in che61i an hour or more, 
our troops were coml)ellcti to give way, and then i t  was 
that the Thircl Brigaclc was ordered to their su1)l)ar.t. 
The 03rd was fbrmecl in line in the edge of a woocl fac- 
ing n field, in the rear of the 5th ICentuclq- and 6th In- 
diana. Tlle rehel torrent came on, sweeping everything 
1)cforc it. Those regiments gave may, falling in thc rear 
of our line. Then the 93rcl was left to stem tlic tide that 
11-as still sweeping on like waves of the ocean, maesecl 
five or six battallions deep. When they werc'witliin 
some 200 yards the commancl mas given to fire, and a t  
tllc same time n battery to our left was raining gmpe 
ancl canister into their ranks. With the leaden bail from 
our muskets and tile battery together, we conlcl see great 
galls mowecl through their ranks, but  they c.losec1 up ancl 
moved on, uncllecked 1)y the fiery billo~\-. Seeing i t  was 
useless to stand longer, we were orderecl to fight in  re-
treat. This.woods estencled 1)ack solne 400 yards with 
n gradual clcscent to the edge of n cotton-fielcl of allout 
the same width, mllicll nscencled 1))- about the same gracle. 
32y the time we reached the eotton-tielcl tlie firing on our 
sicle had Yery nearly ceasecl, and i t  was best fellon. fore- 



most, nrlliie fhe shouts close in our rear of "llalt!" bLBull 
Run!" etc., together with the zip of the ininnie balls, 
were an incentive to greater sl)eecl. I n  crossing tliis 
fielcl nTe were eslioscd to a mnrcleroes fire, and t l ~ e  soil 
dranlc the bloocl of manr a union solclier. One or two 
inefl'ectual stands mere made, but resistance in  our scat- 
tcrecl condition seemed nseless. 

After being pressecl back allnost to the Nashville 
turnpike, some two miles, re-inforcements arrived in tlie 
shape of Gen, VanCleve's division. On came the rebels 
in solid column as majestic as evei9, but  tliis time the^-
inet a banquet of death. When the order nTas given to 
charge they were hllrled l~acli ancl flecl in despair over 
the same groilncl they had passed not an hour before 
flushed with victory. This closecl the fighting on the 
right ming for the clay; in fact, the right ming mas not 
seriously engaged again while the battle lasted. 

New Year's Day, 1863, mas clcar with a cool wintl 
from the north, but  i t  passed mitllout an)- general en- 
gagement. January 2nd, Breclcenridge tried to turn tlie 
left flank of our army, but  mas routed with Ileavj- loss, 
Bmgg, finding his plans frustratecl, retreatecl on tile 
night of the :3rcl to Tullalroma. The loss of the 93rd was 
about 150 in lrillccl, wounded and prisoners, Co. F losing 
eight in lcillcd alone, as  follon~s: Orclerly Sergeant 
Ales. Jolinson, Sergeant W. I>..Lane, Corporal Swnjne 
Corson, Privates Wm. Ogg, Ric11arcl Sham, Geo. 13. 
ICumler, Amos Flickinger and Emory Carle. On the 
'morning of January 5th we rnored on through Xnrfrees- 
boro;which mas filled mitli SO00 siclc and moundecl of 
the enemy. Some s i s  miles beyond me establislled camp 
on the banli of Stone River, naming it Cainl) Sill in hon- 
or of Gen. Sill, mho was killed in tlie battle. 

When the fire c l a ~ s  rations me had started wit11 
were gone, we llnd to subsist for several days on 1)arcliecl 
corn, ancl liacl but 8 limited siipl)ly of that.. Therefore, 
when the sul)l)ly trains came up they were hailed ~~ - i t l t  
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tleiiglit. Here January passecl an-ax; Febn~ary  came 
and went ancl 3larcli still found 11s in th6 same place, 
relieving the monotony of camp life as  best we could. 
Early in April we were moved up close to Jlurfreesboro, 
on an elevation overlooking ancl vest  of touTn. Here we 
established Camp Drake. 

Before tile war Xnrfreesboro had  :I. population of 
:tbout 5,000; ;s nicely situated, witli as line n court 
Iloase RS any one would ~ ~ i s l l  Tlie productions to see. 
of this section mere almost universally cotton. . While 
here the soldiers took turns in working on fortifications, 
and t,lie town n-as made impregnable to any assault. I n  
this itray April ancl May passecl without an r  movement. 
Tl~e'boys began to get restless and uneasy, mislling for 
tlilother campaign that woulcl put an end to the c;style," 
its they termed the various camp duties irnppsccl upon 
them. The forepart of June we ?pent one week at  Sa- 
lem, ten miles west, its an outpost, returning again to 
the same oltl cnmy. At  this time Lieut.-Col. Hiran1 
Strong liacl commancl of the regiment, Col. Anderson 
liaring resigned on account of ill health. Najor A. A. 
Phillips had resignecl some time before ancl Capt. Mar- 
tin of Co. A ]lad beell promoted Xnjor. I-iewas serious- 
ly n-ounclcd a t  Stone River, therefol-c ife were left with . 

I ~ u tone iielcl oflieer. 

About this time the army was again reoqanizecl, 
tile 14th Corps being comnlnllclecl by Gen. Thomas, thc 
20th Corps by Gen. AIcCook and the Slst Corps by Gen. 
Crittenclen. 'l'he 93rcI was still under i\IcCoolc in the 
f0th Corps. Our brigade commanders llad been Col. H 
DI. Buckler of the Louis~ille Legion (5th q-.),Col. Y.P. 
Bnldmin of tlic Citli Indiana and Col. E. A. Parrott of the 
1st Ohio, ancl again in April Col. Bnl(1win assumed com- 
l~iand,~vliicli 11e rctzined until he met his untiruely death. 
Qn the evening of June 3:lrcl all was bustle ancl :~ctivity, 
fi)r we liacl ruceivcrl ortlcrs to marc11 a t  cl:~?-liglit on llie 
1nor1-om. 



CHAPTER I-. 

Dlorning canic and the army was on tlie move early, 
marching through rain which soon renderctl the foads 
almost impassable for artillery anrl traius. After follom- 
ing tlie Shelb~ville tllrnpike six miles, the division to 
which the 93rd belonged turned to the left along n dirt  
road leading to Liberty Gap. Toward erening, coming 
onto the enemy in considerable force, there was some 
sp i~ i ted  skirmishing through fields of golclen grain, some 
in shock anct some awa~Xng the s m e .  The reacter can 
imagine what a sight those fielcls presented with regi- 
ment after regiment passing over them, the mucl almost 
knee deep a t  each step. The rebels kept falling baclr 
until after passing Liberty Churcl~ about a mile, when 
the 1st  and 2nd Brigades 1,ivouackecl for tlie night. Tlie 
3rd Brigade (Baldwin's) movecl still farther on axid es-
tablished a picket line for tlie night. All clay i t  had 
mined incessantly and continued as llnremittingly 
through the night. Early on the ~ilorning of the 2Gtli 
we were relieved from picket by tlie 1st Briga!le. A cles: 
111tol.g fire soon opened between the two forces on the out- 
posts, ba t  not until near noon did the enemy advance in 
force; then tlie union troops, aided by Goodspeed's, Bel- 
clings and G~~osskopft"~ batteries, soon routed tliem with 
heavy loss. T l ~ efiglit was now over and tlie enemy re- 
treating toward Bellebuckle. \Ye remained a t  the Cap 
until the ere of t h i  ftitll, rrllen we retraced our steps, 
marching a11 niglit in nir~tl and water in Inan_\. places two 
feet deep. At clayliglit we took another-road ton7arcl 
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JIanchester, reaching tliere tlie 28th and camping near 
Duclc River. Here we learned that Bragg was evacum- 
ting Tnllahoxna, and oil the morning of July 1st we were 
put in motion for that place, arriving about midnight. 

Tlie soil near Tullaliorna is a whitish clay, and in 
consequence of so much rain having fallen, together with 
the passage of nTagon trains and artillery, i t  woalcl be 
ilnpossible to clescribe ,the condition of the roncls. Any 
olcl comrncle who sees these lines mill readily recall vir- 
iclly to mind that whole week's' splashing througll tlie 
mud. He mill also remember the productions-inosqai- 
toes ancl huckleberries; the former in endless nnmbers, 
of prodigious size ancl very energetic. 

An experience that bcti.11 the 93rcl vill give sorile . 
idca of the tlie condition of the roads. Soon after reach- 
ing Tullabo~na word canlc to camp that  a supplj- train 
was stuck in the mud a few miles out, and the 93rcl was 
sent out to renclcr them assistance. We founcl tlie~n in 
3 11*ooc1 where they bad wound arouncl among the trees, 
trying to pick the best road, until the>- could go no far- 
ther. They were citizeri teamsters ancl green mules, ancl 
tliey presented n sorry sl)ectac.le. The earth all a l~out  
them llacl been con\*ertecl into a veritalde batter, in nlany 
l)laccs from two to three feet deel). One of tlic wheel 
~nulcs of the first teain TVC came to n-as down and entirc- 
1y under t11e mucl, cscel)t its head. After getting i t  1111-

Iiitr.hec1, the tca~nstcr tried 1)ulling the wagon orcr i t  
wit11 the otlier fire, l ~ u t  soon fbnnd this n-as no go. He 
then put a log-chain aronncl the niule's neck, hitched the 
leaders on and dragged i t  Gut to the aide of the mad. 
Dead mule? Xot tnucli. When the chain was talcen off 
i t  jumpeil up ancl conlmenced eating grass as if i t  n-as 
used to being taken to pnst~lre in that  Kay. MTe hitch- 
ed 1111 the others and, 1 ) ~ -a niiml)er l~ushing, got this 
wagon out, then we went to the nest  and so on until we 
got to tlie rear. By this time n-e liad to go to tlie front 
nncl do tllc Game thing over again. I n  this way final-

http:sl)ectac.le


ly got the train into camp, ancl i t  was a hare1 inatter to*, 
tell which mas in the n-orst plight; the teamsters, tlic 
lnules or the soldiers, as  we ere all smeared with inucl 
fimn liead to,foot. 

The town and tleserted rebel c a m ~ s  were filthy in 
tlie extreme; therefore the first duty mas to police the 
camp and put everytliing in sanitary conclition: About 
the 4th of July me mere gratified to hear of the surren- 
cter of Vicksburg to Gen. Grant. Soon after, the rebel 
Gen. John 3Iol;nan started on his famous raid throoill 
Oliio. The rest of tlie union array mere encamped a t  
BIcXinnville. Cowan, Dechcrcl and 1'iTinchester.' 

July l)assecl away wit11 tlie usual clutics of cainl) 
life, nothing transpiring of an exciting cliaractel-. The 
lnoctl~of August n-as half gone ancl we were still a t  Tul- 
laholna, hut on the lGth we again turnecl our faces soi~th- 
a . Tlie movement was as  follom~s: Crittenclen's 
corps ~norecl over tlie Cumberland Mountains to Sequat- 
cliy Vallej-; Thomas' corps orcr the mountains 1)y an- 
ot1ic.r road to Battle Creek and Crow Creek; DIcCook, on 
tlic right, lnorcd tlirougli Winclicster and Salem, thence 
through Paint Rock Valley and across the mountains to 
Bellefonte, Alal~ama, on-tlie Meml)liia 6 Cliarleston R. R. 
We left T~lllahoma late in the afternoon, crossing Elk 
River a t  lniclnight and l~assing on through the beautiful 
town of MTincliester. Bet'ore the war 7Vinchester liacl a 
l )o l~~la t ion  canof about 1,000, is nicely situated ancl 
boast of solne very fine l)uildings, notal~ly RIar_v Sliarp 
College. After passing through Salein tile country 1)c- 
came rough and hilly until striking Larkin's Fork, wliicli 
tlic road followecl f0r.a consideral~le clistanec,'crossing i t  
seventeen times in tlie distance of five-miles. TVc were 
now in tlic state of Alal~ama, ancl continuing clown Lar- 
kin's Fork we struck tlie lieacl of Paint Roeli River. 
Here tlic road makes an  al~rupt  turn up Hurricane Fork. 
Aftcbr Sollo~ing this strenin some distance wc enme to 
T~IICI 'Ctlic road nsc.cncls tlic mountains. Herc we calnped 
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for a ti.\\-clays in a 1)cacll orcl~arcl in ~vl~ichtllc trees were 
literally I~rcaking down with the luscious fruit. Com-
rades, do J-ourenlembcr the peaches and lloncy; the corn 
and beans; tlic cllickcn ancl potatoes, 11-it11 otller extras 
thrown in, our regret n-lien we left lwing. that we could 
not take tllc tliousands of bushels of peaches witli us? 
On tlie 23rd of August we rcacliecl Bcllefbntc, on the Tcn- 
ncssee River. Here rrc la?- in camp onc ~ ~ c c k  on t l ~ c  
11ort11 side of the river making l~reparations to cross. 



CHAPTE:R VI. 

The crossing of the Tennessee was 111atlc a t  Shell 
JLouncl, Battle Creek, Bridgeport ant1 Caperton Ferry 
ol>posite Stevenson. The 93rd crossecl a t  the latter place 
on the first day of Septelnber ancl, pushing on over Sand 
Xountain, camped for n few days a t  tlle foot of Lookout 
Mountain. Sancl - Xonntain ~vas  infested with rattle- 
snakes and lizzards, some of the former being of immense 
size. The lizzards mere so numerous that i t  was no un- 
common thing to sllake them out of our blankets in the 
morning. On the 10th of Septenlber me crossed Look- 
out to Alliine, a distance of 25 miles ~vl~icll  was .accom-
plisl~ed in one clny. The road mas a narrow trail, shoe- 
mouth deep with sand, either side thickly stuclded with 
jack oak, except the ravines which were heavily fringed 
with laurel. Bragg having evacnatecl Chattanooga, i t  
was occupiecl 1 ) ~ -Gen. Crittenden on tllc 10th. Our lines 
now estencled 1'!.01n Chatttlnooga on the left to Alpine on 
the right, a distance of fillly fifty miles. - After laying 
one day in the ~ a l l e r  near Alpine, we were counter-
marched across tlle mountain to olir place of starting. 

On the 15th of Septem1)er we again ascended tlie 
mountain by tile same road, but, after gaining the sum- 
mit, we moved to our left in the direction of Chattanoo- 
ga, caml~ing f'or the night on the mountain. September 
17th me were near Catlett's Gap, l)uslling forward to- 
warclChicl;amaugatojointl~erestoftheamn~~.Early 
on the morning of the 19th we heard heavy cannonading 
in front, and knew that a battle was in progress. 
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B1cCook7s Corps arrirecl on the field about 9 o'clock. 
Davis7 and Shericlan's clirisions (the two other divisions 
of NcCook's Corps) were immecliately sent to the right, 
wllile Johnson's dirision (onrs) mas sent to the estreme 
left to estencl our line ancl, if possible, prevent the ene- 
my from flanking our position. Our line of battle was 
some six miles in length, and, after gaining our position 
on the left, the 93rcl Tas soon heavily engaged; but af- 
ter a contest of half an hour, the enemy, fincling they 
coulcl gain no aclvant,age, fell back. The n-ithclrawal 
was only momentary, ho~vever, when ther renewed the 
attack with redoublecl filry. The fight no?!- raged in 
deaclly earnest. The firing of musketry ancl artillery Kas 
one unceasing roll, while the canopy of smoke that hung 
like a pall overhead almost shut out the sunlight. About 
this time the rebels sought to plant a section of artillery 
within seventy-five yards of our lines. At  this juncture 
the Gth Indiana arrived a t  the front ancl deployecl in line 
of battle on the left of the 93rd. Col. Baldwin, com-
manding the brigade, siezed the colors of the OSrd ancl 
o~.clercd i t  nncl the 6th Indiana to charge the enem)-. 
They dollld not witllstand the charge, but fled, leaving 
two pieces of artillery in our hands. I t  was now near 
night and the 93rcl had been under. fire almost constant- 
1)- since ten o'clock in the morning. But the enemy were 
not yet satisfied ancl, lbeing reinforced with fresh troops, 
advanced to the attacli with seemingly resistless energy. 

The conflict thht now ensued was the most furious 
that thc regiment hacl yet encountered; far surpassing, 
in intensity, that of Stone River. Here, in the darken- 
ing shades of night, rendered more dark I)y the canopy 
of smoke, the contest was waged with unsurpassed fuq .  
After repeatedly trying to break our lines and finding 
their efforts futile, a t  nine o'clock the enemy fell back. 
This night-struggle was fearfully sublime-a scene nev- 
er to be forgotten h?-those who partieipatecl in it. Al-
tl~onghwe had hclcl our on-n, i t  was n sad clay for the 
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93rd. IVe sustained a heavy loss in killecl and wound- 
ecl. Numbered among the slain was our cornnlancler, 
tile noble Col. Strong, n-ho fell early in tlle day. The 
command of the regiment then devolved upon Uajor 
13iqc:ll who liad been promoted from captain some time 
previously. Our brigade commander, the gallant Col. 
Bsldwin, liad fallen in the charge late in the e~ening, 
therefore the commancl of the 1)rigacle devolved upon 
Col. Berry of the 5th Kentucky. 

The forces on the right had 1)ecn heavily engaged 
all clay, and had fought against overpowering numbers, 
maintaining their position at  heavy cost. The two ar- 
4 . e ~lay near each other, terribly decimated, but wait- 
ing for sunrise to renew the an-t'iil conflict. Tlle niglit 
wore slowly away, the moon shining Saintly over tlie 
field of carnage. Sunclay morning, the 20th, all was 
l~ust leand activity. The 83rd was a t  work earlev, felling 
trees1 and l~uilcling a l~arricacle for protection. Allout 
half past eight our skirmishers were driven in, ancl mitli 
a yell tlie enemy chargecl our works. Xajor Birch rc-
quested the boys to keep cool and va i t  for the comnlancl 
to fire. On came the rebels like an avalanche, and mlleir 
~vithiiione hundred yarcls came tlie command: "Ready! 
aim! fire!" The storm of leaden hail that was po~zrecl 
into their ranks cnine near annihilating their first line, 
1)ut the lines in the rear moved up to meet the same fate, 
and, after wavering a Sew nlinutes ancl notwithstanding 
the pleadings and com~nands of tlieir oflicers, they t'ell 
back i n  confilsion. 

This mas repeated time ancl again in front of tlie 
93rd ancl the Gth Indiana (n-liicli lay immecliately to tlie 
left) but  all efforts of the enemy to dislodge them mere 
futile. The dead and mounded were literally piled in 
heaps, and when the rebs would reach this point their 
courage a1)pearecl to forsake them. The fighting on oth- 
er portions of the line had heen equally severe, but our 
arlny helcl their own until near four o'clock in the after- 
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noon when tlie enemy, ever on tlie alert, 1)rolie tlie Un- 
ion line ancl clrove the right wing from tlie fielcl. Then 
i t  mas that Gen. Gordon Granger, witli his reserve corps 
near Rossville, hastened to the support of those left up- 
on the field. He confronted tlie enemy, when Gen. Stcecl- \ 

man charged ancl routed them with fearfill loss. 
Tlie left was ignorant of the disaster that had be- 

fallen the right, ancl expected to liolcl their brcastn-orbs 
in defiance of any force tliat could be hurled against 
them. Therefore, when tlie orcler came to retreat i t  was 
s surprise to  the 93rd and the other regiments of the 
brigade, which were tlie last to leave the fielcl. An open 
fi.elcl in our rear mas strewn with dead and n-ouncled 
who liad fallen that  afternoon, un1)eknownst to our brig- 
acle. The enemy had turned olir flanlr and gained our 
rear, when ther  were met by tlie reserre and clri~en ba'clr 
with heavy loss. Under cover of darkness we retreated 
to Rossville (five miles), midway hetween Chiclramauga 
and Chattanooga. 

The loss of the 93rcl in Iiillec1,-moundecl :mcl miss-
ing was 130, anel we do not hesitate to say, if i t  liad not 
heen for our log lbreastn-orlis on tile 20th the regiment 
would have been almost annihilated. The ~vhole union 
loss was about ZG,500, that of the rebels 19,500, while 
their force engaged, after being reinforced h-y Longstreet 
fiom Virginia and Johnston from Blississippi, was near 
S0,000. Our foree was less than 40,000. 



It was esl)ectecl tlie battle would be reneweci the  
nes t  morning, 1)nt the  enemy were too 1)ndly crippled to 
follow u p  their advantage. The  night of Septem1)er 21 
we fell back upon Chattanooga. 

Chattanooga had, hefore the war, a population of aljout 
2,000. It nestles beside the bean ti fill Tennessee, among 
niountains' famous for tlie grandeur of their scenery. The 
point of Lookout, t o  the  southward, looks frowningly 
down upon the city. T o  the eastward is  Nission Ridge, 
not so lofty, X ~ U ~ P O  less charming in appearance. ,4cross 
tlie river to  the nortllward are the Cumberland Noun- 
tains, the  whole constituting a ffame-work t o  the picture. 

.On the  22ncl of September, t w o  days after tlie bnt-
tie, Gen. Johnson i s s ~ ~ e d  the  following address: 

Soldiers of t.he Second Division: 
I must congratulate you on your brilliant achievements 

on the 19th and 20th. Seven pieces of artillery, two battle 
flags and a large nun~ber of prisoners are among your trophies. 
Tour Division Commander expected much of you and he is 
happy to say that his most sanguine expectation has been 
more than realized. Although you lost many of your com- 
rades, yet you will rememher Chickamaugx with pleasure, as 
it was, so far as you were concernetl, H glorious victory. You 
defeated the enemy on five differelit occasione. Soldiers, I 
thank and congratulate you. 

R. W. JOIIS~ON, Commanding Division. 
Gen. Rosecrans also issued the following address: 

Soldiers of the Army of the Cumberland: 
You have made a grand and succeseful campaign. 

You have driven the rebels from Middle Tennessee. You 
hare crossed a great mountain range; placed yourselves on the 
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banks of a broad river; crossed i t  in the face of a powerful op- 
posing army, and crossed two other mountain ranges a t  the 
only practicable passes, some forty miles between extremes. 
Yon concentrated in the face of superior numbers; fought the 
army of Bragg, which, combined with that of Johnston from 
BIiesiseippi and the tried veterans of Longstreet's Corps, you 
drove from Shelbyville and Tullahoma and lor two days held 
them a t  bay, giving them blow for blow with heavy interest. 
lvhen the day cloeed.you heid the field, from which you mith- 
drew, in the face of overpowering numbers, to occupy the 
point for which you set out-Chattanooga. You hold the key 
of East Tennessee, of Northern Georgia, and of the enemy's 
mines of coal and nitre. Let these achievements console you 
for the regret you experienced that arrivals of fresh hostile 
troops forbade your remaining on the field to renew the bat- 
tle for the right of burring your gallant dead and caring for 
your brave companions who lay wounded on the field. The 
losses you have sustained, though heavy, are comparatively 
slight, considering the odds against you and the stake you 
have won.' You hold in your hands the substantial fruits of a 
victory, and deserve and will receive the honor and plaudits 
of a grateful nation which .asks nothing, even of those who 
have been fighting us, but obedience to the Constitution and 
Laws establiehed for our common benefit. 

The General Conllnanding earnestly begs every officer and 
soldier of this army to unite with him in thanking Almighty 
God for His favors to us. He presents his hearty thanks and 
congr:itulations to all the officers and soldiers of this command 
for their energy, patience and perseverance, and for the un- 
daunted courage displayed by those who fought mith such un- 
flinching resolution. Neither the history of this war, nor 
probably the annals of any battle, furnish a loftier example of 
obstinate bravery and enduring resistance to superior num- 
bers, when troops, having eshausted their ammunition, re-
sorted to the bayonet so many times to hold their position 
against such odds as did our left and center, coniprising troops 
from all the corps, on the afternoon of the 20th of September, 
a t  the battle of Chickamauga. 

1laj.-Gen. W. S. R o s ~ c ~ a s s ,  
Commanding Army of the Cumberland. 

Tlic enclnr n~oredup and besi&d the town b j ~eei-
tn1)lielling their lines on Lookout Jfountain and Ifis-
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sion Ridge, following an intervening ridge running across 
Orchard Knob ancl thence to the river above Chattanoo- 
gn. Oar nearest railroad communication mas Steven- 
son, Alabama, fifty miles distant, from which poiht all 
supplies had to be hauled in wagons, through Sequatchy 
valley and thence over the Cumberland Nountains. 
Chattanooga was soon encircled by a line of rifle pits 
and the construction of forts BIcCook, Negley and Woocl 
made i t  impregnable to any assanlt, 

The mtlles died from overwork and starvation in  
hauling supplies, and then could barely furnish us mith 
quarter rations. The forepart of October, Forrest's cav- 
alry cl-ossed the Tennessee into Sequstchy valley and 
burned 400 wagons which were on their way to the front 
with supplies. About this time Gen. Grant telegraphed 
to Gen. Thomas to LLl~olcl Chattanooga at all hazards." 
His reply was, "I will hold the town until we starve!'' 
Indeed, starvation mas staring us in the face, and i t 
lookecl as  though evacuation or starvation were tlie only 
a1 ternatives. 

Now me will hare to turn onr attention rrgain to the 
93rd. \lThen the arm? fell back the 03rd campecl just 
south of tovn, where Fort DIcCooli was afterward con-
strectycl. o u r  place of picketing was on Chattanooga 
Creek near the foot of Lookout. Almost every day the 
rebels, by way of diversion, threw a fen- sllells from the 
point of Lookout a t  our lines, 1,ut they (lid no execution. 
October 9th Co. F, together mith one com1)any froin the 
6th Indiana an(\ one from the 5th Icentucky, Tere de- 
tailed to guard a s u p p l ~  train of about fifty wagons to 
Stevenson, Ala. The start mas made early in tlie morn- 
ing, crossing the river on a pontoon lwidge, then skirt- 
ing Wnlclen's Ridge the roncl follo~etl  the  river for solne 
distance nntil, finally, we began to ascend the mountain, 
reaching the summit nl~ont dusk. I t  was now Inclian 
summer, the air was mild and I,almy, ancl the trees were 
slloving t h e  first tints of nnt~i~nn.  After being shut np 
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so long, this change had an esliilarating efl'ect upon the 
boys that mas noticeable, as they moved along with elas- 
tic step and bonyant spirits. There being no place to 
camp on the mountain, me were loaded into the wagons 
and the descent began. We reaclied the foot about nine 
o'clock and, reader, if you have ever read of stage driv- 
ing out west, you can form some idea of that wild ride 
clown tlie mountain after night. Tlie nest day we 
reached Jasper on tlie Sequatchg River. The following 
day half of Co. F, with fifteen wagons, went up the ral- 
lej- to get forage for the mules. The moods mere full of 
muscadine grapes and wild plums grew in profusion, 
They proved very palatable after our fasting in Chatta- 
nooga. By the time the wagons were loaded i t  was night, 
the wagons were parked and we camped, after which me 
did a little foraging on our own acconnt, and i t  is re- 
markable what a relish a person has for fresh pork and 
mutton after being on quarter rations tliree or four 
weeks. Tlle nest clay we rejoined the rest of the train 
and moved on to Battle Creek, and continuing the nest 
cl:~y (Oct. 13) we reached Bolival; two miles from Ste- 
yellson, where we camped to await our turn in loading. 

Here we will relate s little incident that happened 
tlie second day after our arrival. What fresl! meat a e  
confiscated in the Sequatchy valley only whetted our ap- 
petites for more, so Rol~t. Rlitcl~ell, Philip Le~eline, Mikc? 
Reddin, Billy Denning and the writer concluded to make 
another raid. About two miles from camp we found zt 

nice bunch of hogs and soon had four of them stretched 
upon the grouncl. While we were cutting tliem up, two 
citizens on horseback sl~proacliecl and, after talking on 
different topics for awhile, one askecl if we knew wtlose 
hogs we liad l$lecl. The answer was, "No, nor we don't 
care." "They belong to me," he said, "and I am a good 
Union man, having vouchers to show it, and I am going 
to camp with you and see if I can't get pay for 111yhogs." 
He was told that liis clailn might all l)e true, 1)nt good 
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union men in those parts were a great cleal scarcer than 
hogs, and he was 1)erfectly nrelcome to go to camp with 
us if he saw fit. We knew Lieut. I. R. Anclerson (who 
mas in  command of Co. F a t  this time) would only laugh 
a t  him. When me started for camp the other citizen rocle 
off toward Stevenson, and we had lots of fun tantalizing 
the owner of the hogs as  lye went along. Upon arriving 
there v c  founcl Lieut. Anclerson had gone to Sterenson 
to see when the train could 'load. Our friend stayecl 
around till we had supper ready. Jus t  then some one 
sank out, "You h y s  that hare been killing hogs better 
skip out; here come the provost guarcls from Sterenson." 
Sure enough, there they were-fire men and a corporal- 
and the other citizen with them. Then i t  damnecl on our 
mincls how they hacl played it, but i t  mas too late to 
think of getting away. The hog man pointed us out and 
n guard took charge of each one (el;cept Billy Donning 
who slipl)ed in his tent and wns missed). In return for 
the guying he had received, our friend relnarkecl: "Boys, 
you have had your fun, now I ~vill have mine." The 
guards galre 11s permission to eat supper before being 
taken amay; in fact, they clidn't clecline tlie invitation 
to eat wit11 us, remarking that fresh pork was a treat, as  
i t  had been lacking in their diet of late. On our mag to 
Stevenson we met Lieut. Anderson returning. He mas 
surprisecl, as well as angry, to see us under arrest, and, 
after learning mliat the offense was, told the corporal he 
had no right to arrest us. The corporal maintained he 
liad his orders from the Provost Marshal and had td do 
his duty. The Lieutenant then said : "Go ahead, boys. 
I will be down in the morning and see what I can do for 
you." When we reached Stevenson, me were taken im- 
~ncdiately before $he Provost Xarshal, where me had n 
hearing. Alllong other things he said the owner mas a 
good union man nncl wanted to know what excuse me 
could offer for killing the hogs. The answer was that, 
haring been on quarter rations for almost a month, me 
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were hungry and thought if this citizen was such a good 
union man he coulcl afford to donate his hogs in a good 
cause. If, on the contrary, he was a rebel sympathizer, 
we had done no ]nore than right in  taking them. The 
Provost Xarshal conldn't see i t  in  this light and said: 
"I sentence you to pay four dollars apiece for the hogs, 
or work i t  out in the guard-house." The answer as t o  
pay was: "We will rot in the guard-house firstv-and 
there we landed without nluch ceremony. The prison 
was an old bhck house, already tenanted by rebel pris- 
oners, deserters and graj-backs. Here we spent the night 
as  best we could, without any blankets except one rub- 
ber. The nest morning we were taken out and put  in an 
old stockade-where we spent that day and night., in a 
cold north wincl. Lieut. Anderson mas down but faiiecl 
to get us out. On the following day he succeeded in 
having us released;%ut how, he moulcl never tell. We 
were very thankful to get out and would have liked t o  
meet the old citizen who played the trick on us, or the 
feather-bed soldiers by whom we were arrestecl. The 
latter belonged to  the 13th Iowa and looked more like 
dudes thansoldiers. The foregoing is given as n sample 
of the many pleastzres that may be clerived from soldier 
life, by slight infractions of the rules. 

After about a meek's delay, our train mas loaclecl and 
we started on our return to Chattanooga, with two men 
a s  guards to each wagon. ,About the fourth clay we 
reached the foot of the mountain, where we were to cross 
by another road that  strikes the Tennessee above Chat- 
tanooga. Here again we liacl to await our turn, which 
conscmecl several days, there being other trains waiting 
in adranee of us. The roads up a mountain side always 
run zigzag, therefore i t  mas necessary 'to have, a t  every 
turn, a detail of soldiers to push, when, by doubling tho 
teams, plenty of whipping ancl a little cussing thrown in, 
they were able to make the turn. The ascent occupied 
two days, after which there was nothing worthy of note 
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until we reached the other sicle. Here, just befbre be- 
ginning to clescend, a sight was openecl o i ~ t  to our view 
that mas well worth seeing. As far as tlie eye could 
reach east and west mas the broad'and beautiful Tennes- 
see, glittering in the sunlight as i t  mound its nTny 
through the valley like a monster serpent, while just be- 
yond was the belengured city, dotted by the white tents 
of the union army and encircled by a cordon of rifle pits. 
I n  the background dere Nission Ridge arid Loolcout 
BIountczin, crowned by the enemy's W O F ~ S ;  the whole a 
grand panornm:a spread before our eyes. 



CHAPTER. VITI. 

We rencliecl C'li.ettanooga after' an absence of three 
meelis, to find that  some important changes had occurred 
cluring this time. Generals Hooker ancl Carl Schurz lind 
arrived with two corps from Virginia, and Gen. Sherman 
with the Ariny of the Tennessee, inaking tlie Army of 
the Cumberland very fhrmiclable. Tliere llacl also beeu 
a consoliclation of the army and the OSrd was in tlie 2nd 
Brigade, 3rd Division, 4th Corps. The Brigade consist- 
ed of ten regiments as  follows: The 5th, Bth, 17th ancl 
23rcl Kentncl<jr, l s t ,  Gth, 41st, 93rd and 124th Ohio ant1 
the 6th Indiana. Our brigade commander mas Gen. W. 
B. Hazen; of the division, Gen. Thos. J. Wood, and of 
the corps, Gen. Gordon Granger. Upon Gen. Hooker's 
nrrirnl lie had clriven the ~Sebels out, of 7Vauhatchie Val- 
ley, between Lookout and the river, thereby opening 
transportation by ri-ier to ICelly's I,nnding, seven illilcs 
below Chattanooga. 

General Johnson, on taking leave, issued the fat-
lowing farewell aclclress : 

Soldiers of the late Second Division: 
The undersigned returns from leave of absence to 

And his old command numbered "among the things that mere." 
A s  soldiers, we hslve no right to criticise the actions of our sn- 
periors, but should bow in humble submission to their man- 
dates, notwithstanding old aesociations are broken up and 
new ones formed in which we have had nothing to eay. For 
more than two years I have been with you as brigade and di- 
vision commander. I have shared your hardships and priva-
tions. This association has ripened into the most friendly re- 
lations, and I leave yo11 not only as soldiers but as warm per- 
sonal friends. The tongues of the envious, jealous and deceit- 
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ful hare  tried to tarnirh yollr bright reputation; but those 
tongues are now eilenced by your, recent brilliant and glo- 
rious achievements. Since we are compelled to separate, I 
thank God that I leave you in the enjoyment of an enviable 
reputation-a reputation of which you may be justly proud. 
\Ire may never be associated together again, but I can not 
cease to watch you, rejoicing in your success and sympathiz- 
ing with you in your hardships and privations. Remember, 
you are battling for the permanent good of your country; the 
restoration of its unity and the perpetuation of its national 
power and glory. I hope peace will soon crown your efforts, 
and that ere long you can return to your homes and friecds 
and that  in after-life you may experience a pleatsure in remem- 
bering that you once belonged to the Second Division, Twen- 
tieth Army Corps. God bless you all. Farewell. 

R. W. JOHSEOS, 
Brig.-Gen. Volunteers. 

Sayl~lies now began to come by rircr to ICelly's 
Lancling. This was a great ii~lprovenlent over 1::tnling 
them over the mountain from Stevenson. Company F, 
having performed their cluty so +ell in guarding the 
train to Stevenson, were again detailed to guard a train 
to ICelly's Landing. The road lay across t he  river by 
Gay of the same pontoon bridge, thence a corcluroy road 
hacl been constrrrcted across a neck of land, striking the 
river again where another pontoon bridge led into \lTau- 
hatchie valley. After our return to Chattanooga, noth- 
ing out of the usn:il routine of camp life occurred. .The 
army was still on quarter rations. Although the f:rcili- 
ties for transportation of solq~lies were much.l)etter, the 
strength of tlie army liad increased in proportion. Siege 
guns-thirty-two pounders-were being hurried to the 
front and lnountecl in the forts. Gen. Grant had nl.rivetl 
and nssulned commancl. 

It was past noon Novelnber 23, lSG3, when the bu- 
gle sounded general cnll in  the 1st Brigade (Gen. Wil- 
lich's) to  the left of our position. There had been ru-
mors of advancing the l~ickct line, and the writer, think- 
ing that was the ol)ject, l~astenecl out on the hill facing 
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wgs 
our snlprise a t  this moment to hear the bugle sound the 
general call in our brigade, and \ve were compelled to 
hurry back mith all possible dis1)atch. The order was 
to fall in mith ererxthing but tents, which were to be 
left standing. ( A t  this time we were using the shelter 
tent which me carried on our backs; the Sibley tent 
proving too cumbersome had been. discarded some time 
before.) The bugle sounclecl assembly and we fell in 
ranks, when we were issuecl 100 rounds of cartriclges to 
the man, then marching out cbn the hill we formed in line 
of battle, joining the 1st Brigade while other troops were 
forming to our right. 

The 93rd ancl 41st Ohio were consolidated, bot,h 
commanded by Col. 7Viley of the 41st. After tlle line 
was formed the order mas given. to load, then the com- 
Inand forward was given. The line of battle morecl 
steadily clown the hill until within 200 yards of our pick- 
et line when the l~iclrets aclvancecl as sliirmishers. Some 
of the rebel pickets surrendered and the balance fell back 
to their line of rifle-pits on Orcl~ard ICnolt. We moved 
on until within some 500 yarcls of the enemy's lines when 
me nTere ordered to halt and lie clown. Although in the 
woorls, we,Tcere in  plain sight of the enemy ancl there 
had been several Billed and wounded out of the regiment 
already. The nest  command nTas "Fis  bayonets!" and 
then "Forn-ard, clonble-quick!" This was obeyed wit11 
alacrity, and with n deafening yell the charge was made. 
Within twenty minutes the rebel works were in our pos- 
session and a regiment which had held the works in our 
immediate front (the 36th Alal~nma) were all prisoners. 
This mas not tlc.compliuhecl, however, witllolit a terrible 
sacrifice. The 93rcl lost in killecl ancl s-oundecl about 
sixty: Among the liillecl was JIajor Birch wlio fell wit11 
the colors in his hand, he being the fift1h one to fall wit11 
them in about as many nlinutes, Sergeant ~ a r o e s  Mitch-
ell of Co. F, who was mounded, lwing the fil-st. The death 

Orchard Knob expecting to see the fun. But ~ ~ h a t  
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of Major Birch was a great loss to the regiment, for he 
was a true soldier and a noble officer. 

Immediately after taking tlie works, Companies F 
and C were sent out in front as  skirmishers, when all the 
artillery on DIission Ridge opened on Orchard ICnob, 
making everything lirely for a time, but' aside from 
sllowering clirt over us doing no damage. Toward night 
when tlie enemy's artillery ceased firing, we mere re-
lieved frbm the front line and rejoined the rest of the reg-
iment where they were occupying, for protection, the re-
verse side of the works we had captured. Here me will 
mention a little incident that came under our personal 
observation. The night was colcl and frosty, and just ,z 

few feet from where the writer lay was a dead rebel with 
a blanket*spreadover him. Sometime during the night, 
hearing a noise in that direction, we pecrecl out from un-
der our blanket and saw 'a comrade stealtllily pull the 
blanket from the lifeless form, walk away a fev steps and 
roll up in it, probably thinking i t  moillcl do hiin more 
good than i t  mas doing the dead. reb. 

November 24th there mas no movement on our part 
of the line, but Hoolcer's men scaled Lookout and drove 
the enenly off, we, from our position, having a goocl view 
of the battle above the cloncls. On the 25th we mere 
clrawn up in two lines of battle facing Xission Ridge, 
which mas about a mile distant with a line of rebel rifle-
pits a t  the foot and another a t  the top. When the ad-
vance began, the rehel artillery the whole length of the 
ridge opened on our lines, bnt the execution was small, 
thc shells all bursting overhead. Owing to the height 
of the ridge, the enemy could not depress their artillery 
sufficiently to reach the ground without danger of dis-
mounting their guns. Soon our gait was increased to 
the clouble-quick n-1lic.h finally ended iq  it run, :ill reach-
ing the  foot of the ridge perfectly es11;tustecl. A t  our 
:iyproacll the rebels had fled from their lower rifle-pits 
to the top of tlic ridge, and we screenccl oursclvcs as 
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best wc conld bel~incl their a1):tilcloned works. After 
resting :t few minutes tlie boys, in their entlinsiasm, be- 
gan to 1e:tp over the breastn-'o1.k~ ancl ascencl the ridge. 
Gen. Httzen a t  tliis nlolnent juml~ecl on tlie worlcs and 
v-:tving 11 is sword over 1;is lleild gtve tlie command, "For- 
vard !" Kow the struggle began. Tile ridge being very 
steep ancl ~.oiigh, i t  was ilnyossible to keep in line and 
our progress was yery slow. O h -  line continued to ad- 
vance, howeyer, ancl wlien within a sliort distance of the 
enemy's works they-fecl in dismay. When we reached 
the sltlnmit they mere in full ~vtretlt, completely panic- 
stricken, ancl the artillerists frantically endearoring to 
save their artillery. The principal part of tlie sliooting 
mas noy- a t  the liorses belonging to their batteries, for 
whenever :L liorse fell tlie piece had to be al~andoned. 
Our brigade captured eighteen pieces of artillery, sever- 
nl battle flags ancl a nl~nlber of prisoners. The loss of 
the 93rd was smt~ll-only nbont t~enty--owing to the 
steepness of the ridge tile majority of the sliots going 
overhead. Col. Wiley was hit  by a grape-shot about the 
time we.1.eacliecl tlie foot of the riclge, liis leg having to 
1)e amputated. It now being clitrk we spent the night 
on Bfission Ridge. Bragg and his army n-cre utterly 
routed and o r~ rwliole army ~ v ~ t s  jtll)ilnnt. 



CHAPTER IS. 

On tlie 26th ~r-e returnecl to Cliatti~noogtt and occl~pied 
our old quarters for the, night. Tlie 93rd was now rc- 
ducecl in numbers to 142 men with guns and four corn- 
missioned, officers, Capt. Smitli of Company I< 11uving 
command of the regiment. The otlicr officers n-erc Lieu- 
tenants Anderson, Gallul~ ancl ICelly. Tlie reader will 
natnrally ask: Wliere was tlie balance of the one tlloos- 
and? 'rake the l~illecl, those cliscliarged on neeollnt of 
wounds and disease, tliose in rebel prisons, the sick ttnd 
wo~lndecl in ever? liosl~ital from Cliat tanovga to Cincin- 
nati :tncl it is easy to acconnt for the discrel~ttncy. 

Tlic morning of tlie 27th orlr division started' for 
I~nosville,110 miles distant, to relieve Gen. B~~ri is ide 
11-it11 the 9tli Corps, w l~o  was besieged by the rln-
der Longstreet. J r ~ s t  prior to the battle of 3Iission 
Ridge, Gen. Longst wet 11ad 11-i tlirlritwn &om our front 
itnd mol-ecl into East Tennessee for t l ~ c  pnrpose of cap-
turing ICnos~illc. Now we had cut off from a11 conlnlll- 
nictttion and it \\-as necessary to su1)sist off tlie coontl:)., 
therefhrc tliere ~r-ztsno restriction on our fontging. A s  
there llacl been no ttrnly of any size througli this section 
forage was plenty, ancl tlie way the chickens, turkeys 
ancl sliottts had to suffer ~ ~ i r s  u caution. For flonr itrid 
meal \r-c. depended on the little overshot mills in ~r-Iliqh 
this country ;tboinded. Keeping on the soutli side of 
the Tennessee River, we crossed the Hiawassee, the Lit- 
tle Teniiessee and several otlier streams 1)slbridging, ancl 
arrived a t  tlie Holston River, ol~posite Knoxville, on tlic 
3rd of December. Gen. Longstreet, lieitring of our :tl)- 
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11ro;~ch, had charged upon Ft. Sanders and, having been 
reynlsed with great loss, liad retreated f;trtlier up into 
East Tenqessee with head-q~;ltrters tit JIorristown. 

After a few d q s  rest, the 93rcl crossed tlie Holston 
River a t  ICnosville'and proceeded to Stran-berry Plains, 
sisteen miles fitrtlier 1111, thence to Clinch mountain where 
cam13 w;is established. While liere the veather turned 
severely cold and, having left our tents :tanding a t  
Chattanooga, we were com1)elled to 1)nilcl huts out of logs 
ancl roof them as  best we could. New Yeal*s Day, 18647 
was intensely cold (often referrecl to since as the cold 
New Year). The  93rd xa s  on picket and by having n 
detail to carry rails and keel] nl> fires on each 'post, we 
managed to keep froin freezing. TVliile liere Cayt. Bow 
man, of Co. D, ))*as l>roinoted to Lieut.-Co?. of the 93rc1, 
and Capt. Joyce, of Co. F, l~romotecl JIajor. Tlie regi- 
ment. liacl increasd by those sent to tlie front fi-om lios- 
pitals ~lnt i l  we could lnl~ster over 200 men. 

On tlie Sth of January 11--e broke ci11i11) and moveel 
to Strawberry Plains; crossecl 'the Holston Rirer ;inn' 
m;trc.hccl to Danclridge. Tlie aft'tel.noon of tlie '3tli, the 
93rC1, 1)cing on piclict, x i s  attacked 1)y tlie cnclilj-'s c:n-- 
:dry. After a spirited contest, lasting until niglit, I\-c 
were relicvecl. The following cl:iy tlie division retreat- 
eel, crossing tlie Holston River as t in  :it Strawberry 
Ylains. I n  the engttgement the 931.~1 lost twelve in ];ill- 
eel ancl \\-oundecl, Lieut. Anderson, of Co. F, 1)cing one of 
tlic 1;ttter. IVc were first driven I)ack, 111lt I-allied and 
in turn cll.ove the rebels, wlien Ben Xose of Co. F took 
prisoner a rebel who Iiad j111nl)ecl into a sink-liole i'ol- 
1)roteetion. Some time after this s e~e l a l  oG the imys 
were eliscussing the m r ,  ~von(lering liow long i t  iiligli t 
continue :tnd altogetl~cr tuliing :I ~*atliel.glooniy view of 
the situ:ition, ~vlien Nosc, ove~.hearing their convers:t- 
tion, said: .*I can tell yon Iiow to entl it." h-IVell. 
lion-?" strn:c one saicl. "All of you go ancl cittc.11 one 
apiece, 1il;ci I clid," was the rcsponsc. I t  is nceclless to 
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say that  encled tlie grumbling for tlie time. Tliis re- 
minds 11s of anotlier little incident that  happened some 
time prior to tlie battle of Stone Rirer. Several of tlie 
boys mere espressing tlieir vien-s on tiie results of tlie 
mar, wlicn Orderly Sergeant Ales. Johnson remarkeel, 
"Wlirit a fool I was to enlist tlie way I clicl!" Some one 
naturally askecl why. Ales. ansn-ered in liis clry vay, 
11-itliout cracking a sslnilc, "Here I am getting my board 
ancl clotlies and thirteen dollars a month, :inrl nothing 
to clo, and I only hired for tliree Tears when I could 
liave liired for five just as ~vell." TVlien tlie sliout of 
laugliter which this brought forth liacl sul~sided, i t  w:ts 
fonnd tliat :ill symytoms of pessimism liztcl.~anisliecl. 

After tlie :iffair a t  Danclridgc, n-e moved ton-ard 
Knosville and, passing through tlie tori-n, camp-
ed a t  Lenoir Station, 23 miles below. Here we built 
winter qnarters, especting to stay until spring, but, aft- 
er oecnl)j-in; them tliree weeks, the officers, Se;iring.\ve 
~ ~ o n l c l  Nolv it  was get rusty, itguin put 11s on the more. 
about the middle of Febr~lary; ~ v e  Zlacl1)een on the Inove 
the greitter part of the ~vinter ancl hacl started again eyer 

tlie same ground, but, after crossing the Holston again 
a t  Strirwberq- Ylains, we lnorecl this time to Ne~vinarl<et. 
After a stay of a few clays here, n-e ~noved to Morris- 
ton-n, but finding that  Longstrcct hacl gone into ' i r -  
ginia, n-e again about-fitcecl rincl m:rrcliecl 1)ack. Tliis 
time, after c.1.ossing tlic Holston, \\*e 1)roceedecl 1111 the 
north side as far :is Rutlcclge. To detail all tlie move- 
ments of the clirision would weary the 1):itience of t he 
reader, as i t  ~vas  one continual move froln one point to 
another ancl r e v  often over tiie s:me ground. 

The latter part of April orders came to join tlie_l.est 
of the Corps, which we ciicl :tt Cle~eland, 28 lniles finm 
Cliattrtnooga. 

East Tennessee, generally, is very lmor and 11xil)1.0- 
dnctire, the soil a yellon- clay. The pri1icil):il staple a t  
tha t  time nppm;.c~(l to l ~ e  soi.plil~in, ~vbicll nits raised in 
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great quantities, altliouyli corn ancl \~llcnt \\-tbi.th ~.;tiacil 
to some cstcnt on the fertile sl)ots. 

- After joining the rest o f  tllct Corps, I Y ~collld stb(. 
that  active 1)relxir;ltions were going on iiw the surnlnch1- 
campaign. Gcnerttl 0.0.IIokrtl-dhad sul)ersedecl Gc.11- 
era1 Grnngcr in comm:incl of tlic gonrth Corps, ant1 
General B'. T. Sllerman (Uncle Billy tls llc was. farnil-
iarly called) lliicl comn~itucl of tlie wllole tt1.111y. This 
I Y ~ S  the situation on t l l c b  2nd of BIaj-, 18fii. 



CHAPTER S. 

The rebel army mas now commanded 1)y Gen. Jos. 
E. Johnston, he having supel.secled Bragg. 

The uniol; forces under Gen. Sherman were sul,-
commandecl as folloms : Army of tile Cumberland, Naj. -
Gen. Geo. H. Thomas; Army of the Ohio, Maj.-Gen. Jno. 
31. Schofield; Army of the Tennessee, 3Iaj.-Gen. J. B. 
BIcPhersoa. Oiir Division (the 3rd) was still 'com- 
manded by Gen. T,J. Wood, and the Brigade (the 2nd) 
by Gen. W. E.Hazcn. Capt. Hcnrj- Richards (who went 
out *it11 Co. F as  1st Lieutenant) was again in com- 
mand of the company, after being absent for some time; 
part of the time in command of Co. H and part on de- 
tached service. Tlie combined union forces now num- 
bered 95,000. 

On the 3rd of Nay, 1864, the advance began, mov-
ing by may of Ringgold, Ga., to Rocky Face Ridge, 
where the enemy mas first cncoi~ntered. Through this 
are a couple of passes, lrnown as  Buzzard's Roost Gap 
and Snake Creek Gap, vhicli tlie enemy held in force, 
lmt after a spirited contest they fell 1)ar.k on Resaca. 

Here on the 14th ancl 15th of May two sharp en- 
gagements ensued, when Johnston, fearing Sherman 
would flank him, on the night of the 15th abandoned his 
works and retreated across the Oostenrrulrr River. Sher-
man was soon in hot pursuit, harassing his rear and 
picking up stragglers. The l>iirsuit continiied through 
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Calhoun, Ackmorth, Allatoona ancl Burnt Hickory, :incl 
by the 19th of nIay nre had reached Casscille. 

By continual maneuvering ancl skirmishing, on the 
26th of May the union army were near Dallas. On the 
27th our division (Gen. Woods') cut loose from the rest 
of the arnly sncl moved to the left for the purpose' of 
striking the enemy on the flank. They mere on the 
alert, however, and waiting to receive us, and when the 
charge was made i t  mas a veritable slaughter-pen. 

The division was compeller1 to fall back, sustaining 
a loss of 1700 men, the 93rd losing heavily. This was 
called the battle of Pickett's Blills. Company F lost in 
killed Nelson Parker, Benj. BIcCormick and Nicholas 
Goshorn, besides a nuniber of wounclecl. Sherman, not 
in the least daunted by these reverses, built a strong 
line of works, then, by estending his lines and overlap-- 
ping the flank of the ekmy,  they were forced to evacu- 
ate their l~osition. 

On the night of June 4, Johnston retrkated toward 
ICenesaw Mountain. By still constantly maneuvering, 
skirmishing and flanking, on the 19th of June Sherman's 
army mas in front of Kenesam. Here the rebels were 
strongly fortified, but Sherman mas not the general to 
wait for something to turn up. We soon had a strong 
line of rifle-pits close to those of the enemy, while our 
"gopher.holes" mere but a few yards apart. 

I t  soon grew tiresome and monotonous, lying in the 
gopher holes in tile hcat of the sun from morning till 
night, shooting a t  every glimpse of the enemy. Then i t  
was agreed to meet between the lines ancl have a social 
chat, the asnal salutation being, "Hello! yanli', meet me 
half way and trade coff'ee for tobac';" or, "Hello! John- 
ny," and vice versa. The agreement tvas, if either side 
was ordered to advance they were to fire the first shots 
overhead as  a warning, arid this agreement was strictly 
adhered to. I n  this may picketing was a pleasant task, 
and this xa s  kept nl) some time. 
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On the 23rcl of June the 93rd ancl the 5th Uentr~cky 
~naclean assault on the rebel works, suffering a serere 
loss. The different engagements since the campaign be- 
gan had decimated the ranks of the 93rcl until a t  this 
time Company F could muster but sixteen men fit for 
cluty. Company I, if memory serves aright, had but 
two men. 

For some time previous to the first of July, Sher- 
man had been moving troops to tlle right, principally af- 
ter night. On the night of the 2nd our Division was 
lmoved to the left, relieving the 1st Division which was 
sent to the right, the object being for one division to 
hold the morlcs formerly occupied by two, thereby length- 
ening our lines for the purpose of flanking tlle enemy. 
The worlcs we now occupied hacl been charged by the 
rebels about a meek before, they being rel~ulsed. The 
opposing lines were not over 100 yards apart, therefore 
i t  was impossible for either side to bury the clead and 
the stench was unbearable. The morning of July 3rd 
all mas quiet and, after an investigation, we discovered 
the enemy had 'evacuatecl their worlcs 2nd retreated, 
Sherman's "flanking machine" having got the best of 
them. 

A terrible sight ]net our gaze between the two lines. 
The  rebel clead, having lain a week in a summer sun, 
some even on the edge of our works, were a siglit more 
horrible than pen could portray. The rebel works here 
were the strongest we had seen, with a strong line of 
abattis outside while poles seven or eight inches in di- 
ameter, placed on top of the morks, were wed as a pro- 
tection for the head. The reader can judge of the 
healthiness of this locality when we state,  that those 
poles were literally shot into splinters and hold been re-
placed by new ones. 

Our army was im~neclitttely put in l~ursuit  and i t  
was not long till skirmishing colnmenced wit.h their 
rear guarcl. On the 4th of July the 93rd were on thc 
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sliirmisll line, skirmishing orer hills and l~ollows, 
through swamps, brier patches, and forests with uncler-. 
growth so dellse that i t  n-as impossible to see a "Johnny". 
a t  twenty paces. They kept falling back, however, and 
our casualties mere small, the only discomfort being the 
heat and fatigue, for xhich we were repaicl in lnscious, 
ripe blackberries, to  be had for the  picking. 

The enemy kept falling back without offering .much 
resistance, till they crossed the Chattahoochee River, 
burned the railrroad bridge and cutting their pontoon 
bridge loose, let it swing around against the opposite 
shore. This caused some delay, but on the 11th of July 
we crossed the Chattahoochee some distance abore, the 
enemy offering but little resistance. 

\Ve were now within ten miles of Atlanta, the back- 
bone of all the Confederate resources, with its machine 
shops, foandries, car works and depot of supplies. Af-
ter pushing the rebels back from Peach Tree Creek, on 
the 19th of July the Union army confronted the enemy's 
n-orks in front of Atlanta, i t  having been two months 
and a half since starting on this campaign. The dis- 
tance from Chattanooga to Atlanta by rail i s  138 miles, 
and i t  liad been one continual skirmish almost the whole 
distance, often lasting well into the night. -

I t  looks as though Woods' Division should have 
been favored, after the hardships they had to undergo 
all through the winter, but  the old boys well know the 
93rd never had that  luck, for the moss was never allow-
ed to grow on their heels. 



General Johnston, about this time, \\*as snl~erscde(l 
-by General J. B. Hood in  command of the Confederate 
army. The rebel Gen. Hardee, by a night march, on tlie 
morning of July 22nd fell heavily on the left flank and 
rear of the Army of tlie Tennessee a t  Decatur, but after 
a heavy day's fighting he mas compelletl to fall back 
within tlie rebel lines. Gen XcPherson was killecl, 
mliich was a sad loss to tIie Union cause. Gen. Howard 
was aplminted to succeed -AlcPherson in eo~nmand of the 
Army of the Tennessee, Gen. Stanley s~icceeding EIowarcl 
in command of the Fourth Corps. 

The Union army soon built a strong line of works, 
with a line of palisades some fort? yarcls in front, while 
still in  front of this was a line of abattis, making rely 
formidn1)le works. Each regiment took its turn in eon- 
structing the works and yicketing, mhicli mas every 
sixth day. Our "gopher holes" and those of the euelliy 
mere about 400 yards apart and every man od orir side 
mas to fire 100 rouncls within the twenty-four I~ours. 
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The result was a 7,"J~linny" hardly dared show his head 
to fire, for i t  was sure to provoke a hundred shots in re- 
ply. In this yay  five weeks passed without any gener- 
a l  engagement on our part of the line. Although the 
firing of our artillery was incessant, day pnd night, i t  
only occasiontllly provoked a reply; then a sisty-four 
pounder (camp kettles, the boys called them) would 
drop in our lines, btit rareIy doing any harm. On the 
night of August 25th the  siege was raised and we mov- 
ed by the right around Atlanta, tearing up the railroads 
as  we went. 

At  this time a great many of the  older regiments' 
t e r ~ nof service had espired, and our brigade was com- 
posed of the following regiments: The 4ist, 71st, SSrd, 
and 124th Ohio regiments, and the 59th Illinois. The 
brigade was commancled by Col. Post of the Iast-named 
regiment. 

September 1st  we had gained the railroad running 
to Macon, thereby cutting off communication south-
ward. A t  the same time Gen. Howard defeated part of 
the rebel army under Hardee a t  Jonesboro, the rebels 
retreating southward. 

On the night of September lst ,  Hood, with the rest 
of the rebel army, blew up his magazines, clestroyed the 
foundries and workshops ancl evacuated Atlanta, join- 
ing Hardee. We were moved on a few miles farther to 
Lovejoy's Station, where, coming upon the enemy, in 
force, a line of works was constructed. Here Hood 
pulled off in the night and started northward into Ten- 
nessee. We were about-faced and marched to Atlanta 
where me went into camp, evidently waiting to see 'what 
were Hood's intentions. 

October 3rcl we wei-e started in pursuit. Crossing 
the Chattahoochee, we camped the second night on Ken- 
esaw, near our position mhen the rebels evacuated their 
works. The skeletons were still lying there, bleaching 
in  the sun. On the 10th we were a t  Big Shanty, mov- 
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ing northward. Rcaching Kingston on the l l t h ,  we 
were clelighted to get mail, the first jn s i s  weeks, Hood 
having had all commt~nication cut off. 

We proceedecl to Rome when Sherman I)ecnme con- 
vinced Hood's game was to lure him anray flom his in- 
tended prize. Consequently Sherman determined to re- 
turn to Atlanta, from where he started on his famous 
"march to the sea." Gen Thomas mas left in command 
of enough troops to cope with Hood, tbe Fourth Corps 
I~eing among the number. Hereafter we will deal only 
with this part of the army. 

We vere kept nloving northward, on the line of the 
railroad and oyer the same ground we had skirmished 
and fought over on our southward march, until after 
crossing the Oostenanla River, Here we left tlie main 
road and commenced climbing Rocky Face Ridge. Om-
ing to the steepness of the Ridge and the clarkncsa ,(i t  
being after night), with no road to follow, i t  was a terri-
ble task. After crawling through bushes ancl falling 
over rocks and logs for :I couple of hours, me reached 
the summit w11hl1 IVRS nothing but n sharp back-bone 
in many places but a few feet wide. 

Tlle nest thing \lr\.asto make the clescent, mllicli we 
did after esperiencing the same dificulties. We were 
now i n  Snake Creek Gap, wliich ive followccl for some 
tlistance when we again- turned to the left, crossed the 
line into Alabama and m.,\.ed to ~~nylesville. Here we 
lay s few (lays, when we started f u i  Chattanoogn, sisty- 
five rniles distant, which we reached in thrcc days, ar-
riving October 30th. 

Here we werc put aboard the cars and started for 
the purpose o! heaciing off Hood. The milroncl, after 
crossing the Tennessee a t  Bridgeport, keeps on the north 
side through Huntsville ancl Sthens. A t  the latter 
place me founcl the road torn up and were compellecl to 
"hoof it" again, camping nine miles out from Athens on 
the night of the 31st. On the morning of November 1st 



48 THE NINETY-THIRD 0.V. I. * 

me were on the move early. There was quite n frost and 
the air was chilly. After marching a few miles me came 
to Elk River. There was no bridge and the only chance 
of getting across was by wading. I t  was rather a cool 
dip, but mas accomplished without any serious results. 
We maclied Pulaski, Tennessee, twenty-four miles from 
our startink point, a t  four o'cloclr in the evening. 

November 23 nTe were again started northward. 
Hood having crossed tlie 'I'epnessee was playing the 
same tactics as  before, but nTe reached Columbia in acl-
ranee, of him. The second day after reaching here tile 
93rd .were on picket. The rebels nloved up and quite an 
animated skirmish ensued, Itsting almost all day. The 
casualties mere small, however; none killed and b u t  few 
wounded. Col. 3IcConnell of the 71st Oliio had com-
mand of the brigade a t  this time, and had been in com-
11-iand from about the 1st of Septem1)er. 

Learning, after a few clays here, thnt FIooil lind 
crossed Duck River and mas about to get in onr rear, we 
mere again p11t in motion. Our brigntle, Iiaving been on 
a scout, brought up tlie rear. Night coming on before 
reaching Spring Hill, the enemy's camp-fires mere plain- 
ly visible, mitli the "Johnnies" moving allout them as 
thick as bees in n hi ye. There had been an engagement 
i n  the afternoon between the advance of our army and 
the enemy, but they (the rebs); failing to gain possess- 
ion o f  the road, llacl withdrawn and encamped for tile 
night. I3$ four o'clock the nest morning we mere on 
the more for Franklin, the enemy following as rapidly 
as possible. Reaching Franklin Kovember 30, about 4 
o'cloclr in t h e  afternoon, the 03rtl was marched across 
the Harpetli River, the balance of the arnly occupying 
tlie rifle-pits. 

The enemy ~ilassed and charged our  works time and 
:\gain, 1)ut were repulsed with terrible slaughter, Some 
even scalecl tlie works and were taken prisoner. TTTllilc 
the l~at t lc  ~ v n s].aging the 03rd was stai-tecl for Nash- 
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uillc., eiglltcen iniles distant, as n guarcl to tllc train, cs-
l~cctingit to l)e attacked a t  Ureutwoo(1 Ptiss 1)y the cn- 
u~ny'scavalry. mrc were not attacked, Ilon-ever, and 
t l ~ clatter part of tlic night reached K:tsllville. By the 
night of Dccei~~l~er211d the union arlll-j- mere all cn-
cam~ccl al~out Naslivillc, Tlie enemy, :~ftcl*the (1rul)- 
1)ing they 11tlrl rcceivetl nt F~*anlilin, 1~e1.1.not so onget. 
i l l  their p ~ i ~ . s ~ ~ i t .  



CHArl'EI< SII. 

Hood 111o~ctl111) ttnd I)c.gali the siege l.)lo~kittli~lg 
t lie C~nnl)crlancl. Tile Union : ~ n n y  JY:IS ~.cinforccd1by 
t\\-c) clivisions fi*onl 3Cissouri, ~lncler Gqi. A. ;I.Sillitit 
:14cl acti1.e l>r~l)ilrations ~vcrcgoing 011 to strike :t l)low 
:rt the wily I-Iood. The position of the 93rd was on tlitb 
G1.ann~- JVllitc t~irnl,ilic, and ollr l~litce of pi~lietinp ~ 1 s  
at  ti stone fc1nc.c on the 1.ig11t of t11c l)il;ch ilnd 1-11iiiiii1g : ~ t  
~ s i ~ l i tangles witll it. 

On tlic iuorninp of' Deeo~lll)cr15 wib wthre st~iit on 
piclict. A t  tllch s : ~ i ~ l ~tllc Union army 111oved to tltc! t i~iic 
right clown tile Ct~ml)erlancl, striking tllc. cnt~iii~-'s lett 
fla~il;, llurling tllelll 1)it~li ;111(1 utterly routing tllc~~lr. 
I-Ioocl retre:~tccl sonlV five lniles aucl took 111) 21 strong 1)o- 
sition, liis \t-c)rlis crossing Overton's Hill. Dec.cilil)p~. 
l(it1l tile 03rd joinccl the rest of 'the i ~ r m ? ~  Soonin fi.ont. 
:tfter tlic~rc was :I c1ct:iil froin tile regiincnt sent to sl11)- 
1m-t the c:i\-t~lry on tlie left, leaving 1)nt SS nlcn 1)cllincl. 
I~lltnecliately tliereafter tile 1)rig:~clc ~vusiliassccl s i s  1inc.s 
tlec.1) to ellarge! 01-crton's Hill, tlie ~-e~nn:tnt of tlic !):jrcl 
1)t~ingl)litc.c>tlin t l i ~  tisont line. Tl~c. c'i1itl.9~ W:LS 1:1:\dt! 
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wit11 determinittion, but the enemy. met it ~vitli s11c.11 a 
liailstorm of grape and ,canister that, after getting with- 

-in a few rods of tlieir works, retreat was the only alter- 
natiye. The retreat was made in confusion, but after 
getting out of range tlie lines were reformed for itnot)- 
er charge. 

The 93rd now liad but 62 men, %G having fitllen in 
this charge. 'SVllile our lines were being reformecl, tlie 
first dirision, on our right, charged and broke tlie reljel 
line, then, when we were ordered to adv:tnce, i t  was to 
find the rebel works cleserted ancl tlie enemy in fr~ll re- 
treat. We were immecliately put in p\~rsait ,  driving tlre 
enemy througli Franklin T\-1iic.h n-:is filled with 3,000 
rebel woundecL On through Columbia and Pulaski, 
clespite tlie intense cold, the 1)11rsuit wag kept up until 
the enemy were either killed, cal>turecl or so complctely 

I 

dispersed tlr:tt d l  trace of Hood's army :as :tn orpinizu-

tion disal)l,o;tred. 


Fiorn here tlle Fo~~r t l r  Corps 1v;ts sent to IIunts-

ville, Alabama, tlie rest of tlre Union army going to 

Eastport, i\lississippi. 


On New Tears day, 1865, there was :m inch of*srion- 
on the grouncl. On tlie 3rd we re:whecl Hontsville 
where we built winter qnarters. Tlic forepart o ( . ~ h * ~ ;  
ary our Division 11-.;1s pnt aboarcl the cars and t:ilien to 
Nashville. After laying a few dnys here, we were itgain 
put aboorcl the cars ancl rcturnecl to H~~ntsvillc,to find 
ttlmost every vestige of our winter quarters al)l>rolwiat- 
ed by tlie 1st Division; but, t1r:ink fortune, tliex liad 
left the cliiinneys and in n fen- clays we Kcre as comt'or- 
table as ever. Tlle morning of JIarcli 7 we were p;tckt.cl 
I I ~ Ireaclj- to move before daylight. Tlre orders were to 
leave o11r qu:trters standing, l)ut Jlre Im\-s, remern1)cring 
tlie way thex h t c l  been served I)cfore, (1cc.larecl the 1st 
Di~ is ionslih111cl never 1i:tve those quarters. Soi~leone 
applied tlrc torcll and . the ~vliolc c-aml) tvits soon in 
flamt~s. 
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We again left Hnntsville by rail, this time passi~ig 
through Chattanooga. We were taken into East Ten- 
nessee. Disembarking from tlle cars a t  Il;nosville, we 
startecl to march to our olcl stamping-ground, thyongll 
Stravberry Plains, Newmarket and JIorriston-n, l)ut 
kept on through Bnll's Gap to Green~ille. After laying 
here until the forepart of April, we rllored into Nortli 
Carolina to the Warm Springs. 

These Springs ,are situt~tecl itnlong the Smoky 
2Iountains. on the French Broad Rivel; the water boil- 
ing 111) witllin n few rods of the bank of the river into 
which i t  flows. It had been a great resort for inralids 
before the IF-ttr, but a t  this time was in a dilapidatccl 
condition; nevertheless me all took a butll in the springs. 
In  a few d:.~-s we retnrned to Greenville, and liere i t  w:ts 
we lleard, m-ith joy, of Lee's surrender; 1)nt a few days 
thereztfter n gloom was cast over the army \\.lien tlie tel- 
egral~h ticked the news that Lincoln had been asstis-
sinated. 

Orders no+. came ikom tlle War Dc1,:irtment for all 
troops tliiit were enlisted prior to Septem1)cr 1, 1862, to 
be disc11:trged. Tliis includecl the 031.~1. Althongl~ it 
w:ts joyfill news, i t  was tinged with so1.1.o~ wlicn we I.(!-

alizecl that past :tssoc.iations vere soon to 1)e Itroken 111). 
For tliree years, :tlmost, ofllcei-s and men Il:id mingled 
in social intercourse, ancl tlie most enduring friends hi^)^ 
Iliid been formed. Togetller we hncl marcllecl upon tllc 
1):tttle-fields: together we liad fougl~ t fhr the national 
unity, ttncl toget lier ~ v c  liucl enclr~red tlic 1,rir:ttions a11cl 
Ilarclslli 1)s incident to the citml) anci 1n:trcli. The tit- 
tacl~ments n-hicli a devoted interest in :i colnmon cause 
llncl crentecl, st rengtllened by the mcmoq- of 1nnn.v hal.c\- 
f1)nglit tielcls, ancl ccrnentecl 1)y the life-lblood of h r~n-  
drecls .of co~nl-aclcs in arms, syilled in tlcfense of a jrist 
cause,' 11-ere al)orit to 1)e sr~ndered. Tlle~.cf'orc the a])-
111-oacl1ing s q ~ i ~ * ; t t  wit11 feelings o f bion was c.ontem])lt~tc~cl 
sadncss. 
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We left the historical town of Greenville, the home 
of Andrew Johnson and the place where Jollii Morgan 
met his death, and marched to Bnll's Gap. Here we 
einbarked on the cars for Nashville, i t  now being the 
last of April. We established camp some five miles 
from Nashville to tiwait our muster-out, the war being 
virtllally ended. We s 1 k t  the time in idleness, almost 
the first rest in three years. The month of 3I:ty slipped 
aronnd; June came and still we werc here, but on the 
8th of June we were mustered out. 

On the 10th of June we embarked for llolne wit11 
ha11py hearts, rejoicing a t  the thought of soon meeting 
relatives and friends amid peace and plenty, far remov- 
ed from scenes of strife. Reaching Louisville on the  
l l t h ,  we were put aboard a packet called the Wren and 
arrived at  Camp Dennison to be paid ofi'and discharged. 
Having received oar pay and discharges, we left Camp 
Dennison>on the 15th of June, arriving a t  home on the 
following clay. 

Company F went into the field'witll 93 enlisted 
Inen. Of this i l ~ ~ m b e r  twentx-five werc killed, or died 
of younds or disease. Those wounded and discharged 
it would be iml~ossible to ennmerate. We hare not the 
statistics of the loss sustained by the whole regiment. 

The  following order was issued just prior to our 
muster-out : 

. To the Officers and Soldiers of the Y3rd and 124th Ohio, 
the 79th and SGth Indiana and 89th Illinois: 

The order from the War Department directing the mus- 
ter-out of the troops whose terms of service expire before a 
certain date, will soon terminate the official relation which 
has so long existed between us. I contemplate the approach- 
ing separation with feelings of sadness, and I can not allow it 
to take place without expreseing my warmest thanke and sin- 
cere gratitude for the noble conduct which you have ever dis- 
played while under my command, participating in common 
dnngere, and in privations and hardships. I will ever cherish 
as among the brightest pages of my life the memory of our 
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past association. You have done your duty as good ~oldiers 
and patriots, engaged from the highest motives in the holiest 
of causes. you can now return to your homes with the hap- 
py reflection that the mission which called you into the field, 
namely, the suppression of the armed resistance, of treason 
and rebellion to the government, has been fully, nobly, hon- 
orably accomplished. Koble soldiers, your work is finished. 
Now rest from your labors. Each one of you will carry home 
with you my highest esteem and kindest wishes for your fu- 
ture xelfare. May happinees, prosperity, health and success 
wait on you bhroughout the remainder of your lives! To each 
one of you individually and to all collectively, I bid a kind, a 
friendly good-bye. God bless you. 

T. 	J. Woon, 
Maj.-Gen. Vole. 
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