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A.-STATEMENT Of? TEE CHARGES AND IMPUTATIONS 
AGAINST WARREN. 

I.-AS TO THE ENUAGEMEN'I' OF THE 3 1 ~ ~  THE CHARGESOF MARCH, 
AND IMPUTATIONSARE : 

1. That in an attack on the enemy he fought his corps in detail. 

Record, page 58 : 
Extract from General Grant's report, to  be found on page 113'7 of the report of the 

Secretary of War  to t h e  first session of the Thirty-ninth Congress, as follows: 
"On the morning of the 31st, General Warren report,ed f~vorab ly  to getting possession 

of the White Oak road, and mas directed to do so. To  acccomplisll this, he nioved mith one 
division instead of his whole corps, mhich was attacked by  the enemy in superior force and 
driven back on the second divison before i t  had time to form, and i t  in turn forced back upon 
the third division; when the enemy mas checked. A divinion of the Second Corps waa 
immediately sent to his support, the enemy driven back with heavy loss, and possession of 
the  White Oak road gained." 

Record, page 1247 : 
Dispatch No. XXII. 

Printed: (U. S. blilitary Telegraph.) 1p. m., bl'ch 31, 1865. 

Printed : (By telegraph from) Gravelly Run, 31st, 1866. 

T o  Maj Gen. MEADS: 
If the enemy has bccn checked in Warren's front, what is to prevent him from pushing in 

with his mllole corps-attacking before giving him time to entrench o r  return in good order 
to llis old line of entrenchments. I do not i~nderstail..l' why lvarrelz permitted his corps to be 
fot~gl~tin detail.~uhen Ayres ?om ptrshed fortoavd. He sla~uld have sent other troops to their 
S'l6~~0l't. 

U. S. GRANT. 

2. That he did not press the enemy mith vigor after stopping their 
advance. 

Record, page 1247 : 
Dispntcll No XXII. 

Printed: (U. S. blilitary Telegraph.) 1 p. m., hI'ch 31, 1866. 

Printed: (By telegraph from) Gravelly Run, 31st, 1866. 

T o  blnj. Gen. MEADE: 
y t h e  enemy has been checked in IVarrenls fr.o~rt, ir?Jial ia to prevent ?Lint from pushing in with 

his whole corps-attacking before giving hint time to entrench or return in good order to ltis old 
line of etltrencl~ntents. 1 do not understand why Warren permitted liis corps to be fought in 
detail when Apre3 was pusl~ed forward. H e  should have sent  other troops to their support. 

U. S. GRANT. 



That Warren did not move to re-enforce General Sheridan mith 
energy and speed ; and that there was a long and needless delay at  
Gravelly Run to build a bridge. 

Record, page 48. Extract from General Sheridan's report of May 
16,ISGEi : 

(1) * * * had General Warren moved according to the expectations of the Lieu- 
tenant.Genera1, there would appear to have been but little chance for the escape of the 
enemy's infantry in front of tlie Dinwiddie Court House. 

Testimony General Grant, page 1027 : 
Q. Does that recall to your recollection the movement that General Warren made which 

brought forth this dispatcli ? A. No; not specifically; I recollect that there was disappoint- 
ment with tho tardiness of his moving after I had sent the orders, and dissatisfacrion, but I 
cannot specify particularly now just mhat he did that was different from mhat I expected, 
except that his llour of starting was later. 

Q. You refer now to tlie orders that you gave for him to go  down and re-enforce General 
Sheridan? A. Yes. 

111.-As TO THE BATTLE FIVEFORKS, AND IMPU-OF THE CHA~UES 
TATIONS AnE : 

1. That he was slow in moving up his corps for the attack. 

General Sheridan's report, Nay 16, 1865, see Record, page 21 : 
In  this connection, I will say that General Warren did not exert himself to get up his 

corps as rapidly as he might have done, nnd his manner gave me the impression that he 
wislled the sun to go down before dispositions for the attack could be completed. 

2. That he made no proper efforts to check the confusion in Ayres' 
division. 

General Sheridan's report, May 16, 1865, see Record page 22 : 
During this attack I again became dissatisfied mith General Warren. During the engage- 

ment portions of his line gave way when not exposed t o  a heavy fire, and simply from want 
of confidence on tlie part of the troops, which General Warren did not exert himself to 
inspire. 

General Sheridan's testimony, page 100, second paragraph : 

3. That he allowed Cramford and Griffin to drift out of the battIe, 
and made no proper efforts to bring them back. 

Genl. Sher~dan's testimony, p. 100. 

Genl. Sheridan's statement, p. 66. 




4. That he wished Genl. Sheridan's operations to fail. 

Uen. Sheridan's report, May 16,1865, see page 21, Record : 
"And his manner gave me the impression that he wished the sun to go down before dis- 

" positions for the attack could be completed." 

5. That he was "not at the front" during the battle. 

Col. Locke, p. 366, 6th question : 
Q. Give Sheridan's answer? A. General Sheridan turned around on his liorse, he raised 

his riglit hand in this manner, and says: " Tell General Warren, by  God ! I say lie was not 
a t  the front ; that is all I have got to say to him." 

Capt. Laughlin, p. 542, 9th interrogatory : 
Q. Will vou give i t  to the court? A. I recollect, while I mas enpaged with General 

chamberlainin forming a line of straggling men, that General Sheridan rode up with some 
of his staff, and I thiuk came through an opening in t l ~ e  works-came tl~rough from the 
White Oak road, the road in front of the works; I was close to him, and remelnber tliat my 
attention was very closely attracted to him, as i t  mas the first time I had seen him in action; 
the first thing I heard him say was, ns I recollect : "By God ! I want to see general officers 
to the front ; that is what I am here for.'' 

6. That he looked gloomy and despondent. 

Genl. Sheridan's testimony, pp. 114-115 : 
Q. What were you talking about? A. We had a conversation; in the first place he  

seemed to he somewhat reluctant, I thought; and just before the battle he commenced talking 
in my presence, and there were a good many officers around (I don't know whether they 
heard him or not), after the plan of the battle had been fixed, that " Bobby Lee was 
always getting people into difficulties"-meaning General Lee of the Confederatc army-that 
he was getting people into difficulties, and talked in rather a gloomy kind of a way; I recol-
lect I thought i~ was very stranqe tliat a man would talk that way wlien lie knew he had to 
fight: I thought he ought to talk the other way, and encourage those who were about him, 
and not depress me. 

Capt. Nemhall, p. 146, 3d question : 
Q. You speak of General Warren having " seemed passive and indifferent; " do yon 

mean that was your judgment of his manner? A. Yes. 

Col. J. W. Forsyth, p. 1048, answer 1040 : 
Q. What was his manner a t  the time ? 
Q. (Repeated.) A. Gloomy and dvspondent ; seemed to have a lack of confidence i n  the 

results which General Sheridnn told him lie was sure would come if the corps got up rap- 
idly, and he could make the movement as he described it. 

Maj. Uillies, p. 1134 : 
Q. Did you notice General J\Tarreo's manner a t  that time ? A. Yes ; I thought the gen- 

eral looked moody and oppressed. 



1B.-CERTAIN GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AS TO THE 
CASE AND THE TESTIMONY. 

I n  judging General Warren's acts, certain general considerations, 
we submit, slloulcl be borne in mincl. 

General Warren should, undoubtedly, be held to a very high stand 
ard, to the highest standards of his profession, both as to capacity and 
acquirements. That is his own wish. H e  does not come here to make 
excuses. 

At the same time, i t  is to be borne in mind, that a corps commander 
is something more than a mere conduit pipe to liis subordinates 
for the order of his superiors. He  is to do something more than 
blindly follow the letter of the orders he receives. Tlle commander of 
an army demands from the commander of a corps that he should com-
prehend general purposes, ancl give efficient assistnnce in carrying out 
those purposes. H e  must oltentimes use a wide discretion. The ope-
rations of the corps comlnander are often carried on beyond the imme-
diate personal observation of the comn~arlderof the army. Necessarily 
there are often Inany points in a situation wllicll cannot be communi-
cated in detail to the commander of the army. Sitmuationstoo, change 
from hour to hour, or i t  may be in a minute, so that it becomes impos-
sible to make reports and to receive fresh commands in season to meet 
pressing emergencies. I n  such cases the corps commander is required 
to use his own judgment ; unless he does so, he fails in his duty to his 
superior. His commanding genera.1 demands of him that he should 
think, anclbe something more than a Cllinese copyist of the letter of his 
orders, iu order to carry out their purpose ; it is the purposes of his 
commanding general that he is to strive to accomplish. 

A corps commander, too, is entitled, when his conduct is to be 
judged, to certain presumptions. I t  is the presumption that in all the 
ordinary situations of mar he did hie mllole duty. H e  is not to he called 
on to prove for every single minute llis porsonal whereabouts, or to 
account for his every personal movement, as i f  lie mere a suspected 
crin~inal. 

In  general, too, his personal presence should be "not at  the front," 
if that term is to be taken narrowly and literally. H e  is to be the brain 
and moving will of his commancl. H e  must be, at  most times, in a central 
position at the rear, where lie can be found, where he can get reports 
often ancl easily from all parts of his command. I n  an active engage-
mont, as a rale, his position is, or should be, some distance to the rear 
of his line of battle. The handling of divisions and brigades and bat-
talions should be, in all ordinary cases, left to the commanders of those 
orgnnizittious. For what do tllose oomn~andershold their commissions? 
And if the corps commander is doing the work of subordinates, liom is 

.lie to do his own, and mllo is to do i t  for him? There come, a t  times, 
the supreme moments, ~vhenall ordinary means fail, when a corps corn-
mnnder must literally "lead " his men. But those times come seldom. 
At all ordinary times, the corps commander is " at  the front " when he 



is in the rear of his men. The glory of Leading charges of the troops 
is to be left by him to the juiliors in the service who yet have their spurs . .
to win. 

We come, then, to the principles on which the testimony is to be 
weigl~ed.

- Official dispatches rnade during the course of tlle operations to which 
they relate (under which term it is not intended to includo reports of 
operations made after the operations are finished) are, of course, en- 
titled to the very highest degree of credit. For every otticer understands 
that it is matter of vital necessity that the information he puts in his 
orders and dispatches should be thoroughly accurate. On its accuritcy 
the success of the operations of the whole army depends. 

Official reports, made after tlle operations to ~vhich they relate are 
finished, are evidently at all times to be carefully scrutinized. Few 
men seem to have the faculty of putting do i~n  on paper a clean accnr-
ate statement of facts without color or distortion. 

As to the oral evidence given by the ~vitnesses it is, iu general, sur- 
prisingly accurate. I t s  accuracy comes from the care which llns been 
shown by most of the ~vitnesses in keeping within the limits of wl~at 
they really saw. No doubt, some of them hare at  this distance of time 
confused events mhicb came under their personal observation with 
matters of which they have been told. 

I t  is to be remembered, however, that the circumstal~ces under which 
the witnesses give their evidence, are such as \vill necessarily cause 
many iuaccuracies as to single points. Vhen their testimony was given, 
it was fifteen gears since the events as to which they were giving their 
evidence took place ; in the operations, as to which they were testifj- 
ing, the witnesses from the United States forces, at t l ~ e  time of tlle 
operations, were in a country which mas new to them, rvllicli most of 
them then saw for the first time ;they bad no maps which gave them any 
accurate information as to the topography of the co~~nt ry ;  t l ~ e  couatly 
was thickly wooded, so that, i11 most instances, what any one witness 
vould see was very limited. Us ually the knowleclge of the witness 
mould be in proportion to his rank. 

As to different matters nTemust expect different degrees of accuracy. 
I n  their recol1ections of mere scenes, most of the witnesses are very 
accurate. As to situations on the map it is, with all of them, matter 
of inference ; the witnesses remember moving tllrougll fields, and by 
houses, and across ravines ;and therefrom they collclude that such and 
such events took plilce at such and such spots. Especially on tlje poiuts 
of time, no man's recollection has much value, unless lle hns a memo-
randum made on the spot-after looking at his match. Naturally there 
are few of the witnesses who had often any reasou for such care. 

To illustrate the degrees of ir~accuracy which witnesses u~ay reach on 
some points, to shorn what strange freaks memory may play, it mill be 
well to make a separate examination of the evidence of a few ~vitnesses 
who testify as to important points in the case. 

The first instance is the testimony of Dlaj. George A. Porsyth. 
Maj. Forsyth-is, as Gen. Sheridan's counsel mill claim, and as I cer-



tainly believe, a thoroughly frank and honest witness. Moj. Forsyth 
has, too, a very vivid recollection of nearly all the incidents of the day 
which came within his observation. Yet on some points, points of im- 
portance, where we should suppose i t  mould be an impcss~ble thing for 
him either to have mistaken or forgotten, he has very clearly done both. 
It is simply matter of demonstration. Forsyth went with Gen. Sheri- 
dan's 3 A. M. dispatch on the mornii~g of April 1st to Gen. Warren, a t  
his headquarters, at  the Wilson house, on the east side of the Boydton 
road, just north of Gravelly Run. Forsyth left Sheridan at Dinwiddie 
about 3.20 A. N., went up the Boydton road, crossed Gravelly Run, 
found Warren at Iris headquarters, and delivered the dispatch to War- 
ren at 4.50 A. N. Tliis is all certain. Forsyth remembers the road 
pcrfectlly. He could not have gone by any other road and found War- 
ren, as he did, without ~vandering a great distance, and having a long 
delay. 

Over Gravelly Run, where Forsyth crossed it, there was a military 
bridge. If anything is certain, that is. It is certain, too, that that 
bridge mas finished ns early as 1.30 A. M. the morning of the 1st April. 
Over that bridge Gen. Ayres marched his division of 2,400 infantry 
down that road towards Dinwiddie Court House. He crossed the 
bridge between 1.30 and 2 A.  M., and Forsyth must have met this 
column within about a mile of Dinwiddie. Forsyth says there was no 
bridge there, and there were no infantry on that road. We produce the 
engineer who built the bridge, the general officer who marched that di- 
vision of infantry over the bridge and down that road ; ne produce two 
of his staff officers; we have the dispatch, written at  2.05 A. N., report- 
ing the passage of that division. Forsytll starting from Dinwiddie at 
3.20, and Apes  with his division crossing Gravelly Run just before 2, 
both going townrcls one another in opposite directions on the same line, 
if the laws of geolnetry are to be uplield i n  their full dignity, must hare 
met. And they did meet. What puts it still farther beyond a doubt is 
tliat Gen. Ayres and Col. Swan both remember that they met 
Forsytli, though Col. Swan gives a wrong description of the man 
in the one poiut of beard, and notwitlistanding Col. Swan afterwards 
thouglit he was in error. Ayres and Col. Swan both had that name 
in their memory. If only one of them had remembered it, there mould 
be a chance of their being mistaken. But, wit11 two of tliem remember- 
ing it, tlie possibility of error is nearly nothing. Swan's description of 
the mau's mnnuer makes tile point very certain. In  all probability, 
too, they met Forsyth Inter in the day or in the campaign, and com- 
pared notes as to the meeting of tliat morning ; probably, too, he men- 
tioned liis name when he met them. The meeting mas in a dark night 
and the mistake of Col. Swan as to the officer having a beard is very 
easily understood. Now Forsyth says he has a t  this time a positive 
recollection, that he did not meet Ayres' division, and that there was 
no bridge over Gravelly Run. He  does not say simply that he does 
not remember the bridge ; he says that he remembers positively that the 
briclge was clown ; he has now in his mind's eye the scene of the broken 
timbers, and he has now tlie present recollection that he watered his 



horse in tlie stream. If he had gone over the road only once, and in 
the dark, it might be said that he failed to see the bridge. But he 
went over the road twice, the second time by daylight. 

That Forsyth should be mistaken on those two points seems an im-
possible thing. One mould suppose tliat liis recollection would be ac-
cnrate on those two points if on anything. Wliether Apres' reinforcement 
would reach them, was, during tlie night, a thing of tlie greatest interest 
at  Sheridan's henclquarters. Yet beyond any reasonable doubt, Forsy th 
is mistaken on t h o ~ e  two points. 

Take the case of Sergeant Gillies. 
One point, as to which there is no doubt, is tliat tlie " return " mbicli 

Ayres cnrriecl was in a copse so dense that it could not be seen at  more 
than a very few yards' distance. I t  was at least three linndred yards 
from this "returil" to tlie easterly edge of the wood in vhich i t  mas 
situated. But Sergeant Gillies says, that before the assault on the " re-
turn," while he was still " in the rear of t l ~ e  mliole line, at tlie rear of the 
infan try lines," (Testimony, p. 1143), when, therefore, lie must have 
been at least four hundred yards away from tlie " return," lie could see 
the ei~emy's skirmishers " come out of tlie rebel works aud return tlle 
fire;" that lie could see them " right on the top of the works as they 
came over the angle " (page 1143). He says, too, that at that time the 
space between himself and the return was wholly clear and open. 

Sergeant Gillies gives a statement on otlier points in whicli he is 
greatly at  variance with the facts clearly proved. There is no doubt 
tliat wlien the 5th Corps moved out to the assault, the whole corps 
moved together. Sergeant Gillies says that Ayres' division moved 
in by itself, and tlie rcst of the corps reinailled behind, and wrls 
': still halted at  the church," when Ayres' division was already engaged 
with the enemy. H e  says he saw it with liis own eyes, as he did the 
skirmishers. Yet the whole burden of Gen. Sheridan's statement and 
of his counsel's argument is, that at  that time the rest of the corps was 
going away'to tlle north of the White Oak road. 

Testimony Gillies, p. 1141. 

Sergeant Gillies also testifies (p. 1163) tliat at  some time after tlie 
engagement (by which he must mean the engagement as fitr as he saw 
i t j  " uras all over," bnt before sundown, lie met Gen. Warren sorne~~liere 
near the ': return," outside of tlie works, within 500 or GOO yarils of 
Gravelly Run Church ; that he founcl Gen. Varren tliere alone ; that 
all the 5th Corps had moved away; and he gives us to underotancl 
that Gen. Warren was there at  tlie rear when his command were far 
in advance in ths battle. Very clearly the witness is in error. Tlie 
witnesses, who saw Gen. Warren a t  all parts of that field where tliere 
mas any fighting, are too numerous and too reputable to allow the 
testimony of this witness on ttliis point have any weight.. But the testi- 
mony ought uever to have been presented to tl!e court. 

The testimony of Gen. Francis T. Sherman is also most siagular. 
Gen. Sherman says that before the 5th Corps moved forward to 

the attack, he came from Gen. Sheridan, who was then with the cavalry 



on the left, to Gen. Warren with an order for him to attaclc with the 
5th Corps at once ; that Gen. Warren received this order with complete 
indifference; that he (Gen. Sherman) then went out to the front of our 
position, was absent there for some time, and on his return found Gen. 
Warren in the same position in wllich he had last seen him-sitting a t  
the foot of ,z tree ; that he then reported to Gen. Sheridtrn that l ~ e  
"had been received very discourteonsly by Gen. Warren, who did not 
appear to desire to take any action upon his (Gen. Sheridan's) message 
or the order that I bore him ;" that ha returned to Gen. Warren with 
Gen. Sheridan, when they fourld Geil. Warren still in  the same position 
a t  the foot of a tree ; that Gen. Sheridail himself put the 5th Corps 
in motion, and that the corps moved off to the attack, leaving Gen. 
Warren " iu the position where I first fouud him." 

General Sherman testifies, too, in effect, that General Warren was 
sitting alone at  the foot of a tree for nearly three-quarters of an hour ; 
that his corps was there near hini at a halt during all that time, and 
that i t  might then a t  any time have been moved forward to attack the 
enemy, but did not move. We have the testimony of many general 
officers and staff officers to tlle fact that the Fifth Corps moved imme- 
diately, as soon as Ayres' cli~ision reached the plan of formation ; that, 
during the march up  and the formation of the corps, Warren was con- 
tinually surrounded by his staff; that he was with General Sheridan 
for at least one or two hours before the advance began, while the 
corps were moving up ; that (luring this time he was engaged in 
explaining the moveloents to be made to his division and brigade com- 
manclers ; and that he advanced with his corps when the corps moved 
forward. Every one linows that if Warren had remained at the rear, 
as General Sherman says he did, Warren would have been relieved 
of his command then and there, hnd very rightly. 

This testimony was most extraorclinary. It was given by an extra- 
ordinary witness. The witness testified on cross-examination as to  his 
own movements, aucl from 11is testimony it appeared that' in the very 
beginning of the engagement, before Syres' main line got in the moods 
or became engaged, General Sherman was sent by General Sheridan 
to  bring Grifiin's corps to the left to the support .of Ayres. H e  then 
testified, that he never founcl Gridin, nor one of his brigade com-
manders, nor any portion of Griffin's commancl, nor any infantry com- 
mand, nor any cavalry command ; and that at the end of his wander- 
ings he finally rejoined General Sheridan, somewhere west of Five 
Forks, after the battle was entirely over. And he says " i t  was 
getting towards dark thkn." He must llave been absent from General 
Sheridan aboxt three hours, and he had kept thoronghly clear of 
any organized command on either side. H e  is the only witness 
v b o  has appeared before this court, who succeeded, through that mllole 
engagement, in keeping so far from the enemy that he did not even 
come in contact with any organized commancl of our own troops. It 
was an easy matter on that clay to find Griffin, by moving to the sound 
of the firing, or i f  not GriAjn, to fiud some part of the United States 
forces which were ongaged with the enemy. For  this witness the sound 



of the cannon had no charms. Such testirno~~y injures no one but the 
man wlio gives it. The motive of it may be found in the witness' state- 
ment that Gen. Warren treated him " very discourteously." I t  may 
well be bhat Gen. Warren received some message from tlle witness in 
silence. If he did so, no doubt the \\fitness ricllly earned this reception 
which he got, by the manuer in which he delivered his message. And 
if he made the report to Geu. Sheridan, as to which he testifies, it may 
well be that there was the original cause of the later action of Gen. 
$heridan in relieving Gen. Warren. 

One more instance mill complete the illustrations on this branch of 
the case. That is the testimony of Col. Jaines W. Forsyth. ' 

Col. James MT.Forsyth testifies (p:lge 104'3) that Col. Locke came to 
Gen. Sheridan on the White Oak road just west of theFord road, when 
Gen. Sheridan reached that point in his movernent westward, and re- 
ported to Gen. Sheridsn that Gen. Warre9 was nt that time "a mile 
and a half to the rear." Gen. Forsyth sags, with great detail, 
that immediately after tbis report, he cairied to Gen. Warren the writ- 
ten order relieving him, thitb he went eastward on tlre White O ~ l c  road 
towards the rear, aud met Warren coming westward, towards him, from 
the rear. The purpose of this testiluo~~y is to establish the cllarge that 
Gen. Warren was "not at t l ~ e  frout." Iu his testimony on this point, Col. 
Forsyth is corroborated by Sergeant Gillies and Ger~. Prank T. Sherman. 
The facts as to this testimony are very clear, and beyond the possbility 
of dispute. Warren, at the time when Col. Forsytll ]landed him the 
order relieving him, was west of the Gillianl field. To establisll this 
fact, we have the testimony of Chamberlain, Bengnurd, Bankliead, 
Wndsmorth, Nelcller, Major Allen, Gen. Rellogg, Gen. Richardson, 
Gen. Corse, and many other witnesses. That all these witnesses should 
be mistaken is impossible. The last nclvance mas over the Gilliam 
field, and could not be anywhere else, and Warren led the last advance. 
Tbat Gen. Forsyth's testimony is on this point inaccurate admits of no 
question. But how could he ever come to believe i t ?  Gen. Locke and 
Capt. Melclier both give that interview with Uen. Slieridan with great 
esnctness, and they agree exactly as to what took place. Gen. Locke, 
for very sufficient reasons, wrote down the words of Gen. Sheridan a t  
the time. Loclre had just left Gen. Warren, and knew where he mas. 
H e  could not possibly have made the report mhiclr Gen. Forsyth re- 
latea, Moreover, if Col. L o c h  had said that Warren was at tlie rear, 
Col. Forsyth, without cloubt, moulcl llare gone where Locke saicl Gen. 
Warren was. Bnt Col. Forsyth dicl not go to t.lle rear. He found 
Warren at  once. H e  went wlrere Wt~rren was, "at  the front." The 
scenes a t  the two places-the one where Forsyth, in fact, found War- 
ren, and the one where he says VTai~l~en mas-were very different. At 
the front, where Wnrreu was, Col. Forsytl~ found an army in the exult- 
ant disorder of a complete victory. At the rear, there was the stillness 
of death, unless broken by the groans of wo.unded men. Moreover, 
when Warren passed Gen. Sheridan going west to the Gilliarn field, 
Forsytll must llave seen him, or have learned it from some one. How-
ever Forsyth got the knowledge that Warren mas " at the front," he 



had the knowledge from some source. In' a m a t t e ~of mere recollec-
tion, any witness may make an honest mistake. But Gen. Forsjth 
takes especial pains to forbid us to give to his testimony a name so 
charitable. The ineaning of his testimony mas called to his attention. 
It was brought to his not~ce that many witnesses placed Gen. Warren 
at that time west of tho Gilliam field. Gen. Forsyth is a man of great 
intelligence. He well understoocl the bearing o f  his testimony and the 
certainty that i t  was erroneous. And Gen. Forsyth says that his tes- 
timony is not the result of any mistake. 



C.-THE FAOTS AS TO THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE 3 1 s ~  
MARCH. ; 

lrhe evidence as to the engagement of the 31st March, establishes, 
as we maintain, the following points : 

That Warren made no attack, but mns attacked by the enemy, wlio 
were at  that point in superior force, when he mas about to make a 
reconnaissance for the purpose of securing his position : 

That the temporary reverse mhich then happened, mas the direct 
and necessary result of the position which Warren had been directed to 
take, by orders from Genl. Grant : 

That the dispositions made by Warren of his Corps on that morning 
were in strict accordance mith the requirements of Genl. Neade's orders : 

That the subsequent advance made by Warren against tlie enemy 
mas made as soon as it could be made i n  force, was made mith the whole 
of his whole corps, and mas successful. 

1. The  general movement t 7 ~ nin progress. 
The general movement then iu progress mas one to extend to the 

left the lines of the United States forces in front of Petersburg, and 
to let Gen. Sheridan loose. 

I n  this movement Wai-ren had the advance, being on the left of 
Humphreys, who commanded tlie Bd Corps. 

Throughout this movement Warren mas required to keep in close 
connection with Humphreys, and to be ready to support Humphreys. 
This colnmsnd mas repeated or alluded to in nearly every order which 
came to Warren from Gen. Meade. The very last order which Warren 
received from Meade on the morning of the 31stwas the one of 8:26 A. x., 
No. 79, following : 

LXXIX. 

U. S.M. T, 
HDQRS.A. OF P., 8.26, dfar. 31, 18611. 

To Xttj.-Gen. WARREN: 

There is firing along Humphreya' front. The BIaj.-Gen'l com'd'g desires you to be ready 
to send your reserve, if i t  should be called for, to support Humphreys. 

There mill be no movement of troops to-day. 
(Sd) A. S. WEBB,

B, M. G. 
Rec. 8.40 a. m.-0. I(.TV. 

At the same time Warren mas required to extend his left as far as 



possible and he had been told by Gen. Meade that he had not extend ) "  

far enough. On the 30th, the day before this engagement, Gen. Mead d 
bad said to Warren, "Gen. Meade does not think you hold as m u ~ h  of 
the front line as the strength of your command would warrant. He  
desires to have you make use of both Crawford and Ayres to develop to 
the left." Gen. Meade, also, after this, transmit-ted to Warren a dis-
patch from Gen. Grant, in which Gen. Grant distinctly said that his wish 
was that Warren should esteud his left up to the White Oak road. 

Page 1266 : 
LXVI. 

No. 6. 


U. S. Military Telegragh. 
Glasier, 11.65. 

.H'DQ'RS ~ T HCORPS,dlarclb 30t?t, 1866. 
(By Telegraph from Headquarters A. of P., March 30th) 1866.) 

To  Major Gen'l MEADE : 
My idea was that me should try to extend our left so as to cross to White Oak road, say, 

a t  W. Dabney's, or ns nehr up to the enemy as we can. This would seem to cover all the  
roads up to Ford's road, by wh~ch  Sheridan might then give (move) and get on the South Side 
road, and possibly double up the enemy and drive him north of Hatcher's Run. 

(Signed) 	 U. S. GRANT, 
Lieut. Gen'l. 

Finally Warren's suggestion made at 4 P. N.,that .he be allowed to 
move with his whole corps and block the White Oak road, llnd been 
virtually disapproved. In  answer to that suggestion, he received an 
order from Meade which directed him only to support Apes  in the 
position he then held, and to strengthen himself a t  that point. 

Page 1267 : 
Di,qputchfrom Warren to Meade. 

LXIX. 
'1.20. Glasier. 

Received here at 4.42 p. m.-Glnsier. 
4p.  m. M'C'?a 30. 

Gen. WEBB, C?CfStaf: 
GESERAL: Genl Ayres's advance now sees the White Oak road, near %. ~ a b n e ~ ' ;for 

of a mile. There is a difficult swamp between the plank road and that place. 
I have now a continuous intrenched line from my right across Griffin's front and .along 

the plank road, nearly down to Gravelly Run. 
If Gen. Humphreys can take charge of Griffin's front about 500 yards west of plank road, 

with the return down it, I can takemy corps and block t?~e IVhile Oak road. 
Resp'ly, G. I<. WARREN, dl. B. 

This dispatch was submitted by Neade to G Q ~ .  The follow- Grant. 
ing dispatches show the action upon it. 



Page 1240 : 
IV. 

HEADQUARTERS OF POTAJIAC,ARMY 	 TIIE 

7.30 p. m., Mar. 30, 1866. 
Lt. Gen 1 GRAXT : 

I send dispatch just received from Warren ; line worki;lg badly. I think his suggestion 
the best thing me can do under existing circumstances-that is, let Humphregs relieve Qrif-
fin & let Warren move on to tlie Wliite Oak road & endeavor to turn enerny's right-as I un-
derstand Warrc-n-Ayres is now between S. & 1V. Dabney's, liable to be isolated lie must 
either be supported or withdrawn; by  adopting the proposed plan he will be supported by  
the ~vliole of tile 5th Corps, & they ought to overawe any opposition the enemy can make, ex. 
cept from their entrenchments. 

(Signed) 	 GEO. G. MEADE, 
Maj. Gen'l. 

The following is the dispatch referred to in the foregoing : 

Page 1240 : 

(Rec'd here at 4.42 p. m. Glasier.) 
7.20. Glasier. 4 P. 31.' Wcrr 30. 
Gen. M'EBB, CI~J a'taf: 

GRSERAL:Gen'l Ayres' advance now sees the Wllite Oak road, near 11'. Dabney's, for 9of 
a mile. Ttiere is a difficuIt swamp between the plank-road and tllnt place. 

I have now a continuous ir~trenched line from my right acrojs Griffin's front and nlong 
the plank-road nearly down to Gravelly Run. If Gen'l Humphrey's can take charge of Griffin's 
front, about 500 y'ds west of plank-rod, with the return down it, I can take my corps and 
block the White Oak road. 

Resp'ly, 	 G. R. WARREN, dl. Q. 

Page 1241: 
VI. 

8.35 p.m. 
(U. S. Military Telegraph.) 

By telegraph from Grant's Headquarters. 
MARCII30, 1866. 

TO Gen. ~ I E A D E  : 
you mny notify Parke and Wright that they need not assault in the morning. They

should, of course, watch their fronts & go in if the enemy strips to attack on our left, but the 
idea of a general attack by them is suspended. I have pretty much made up Iny mind on the 
course to pursue, & will inform you in the morning what i t  is. 

Hzonphreys d? lVarren may sinlply make secure tlreir present position cC. atoait furtlter orders. 
U. S. GRANT, 

12. Bdl .  

Since mritinq the above, your dispatch of 7.30 rec'd. It will just suit what I intended to 
propose, to let Httnlphreys relieve Grifin's div., & let llcat move fartlier to the left. Warren 
should get himself strong to-night. 

U. 	S. GRAKT, 
Lt. Cfetc'l. 



Meade's dispatch to Warren was the fullowing : 

Page 1268: 

LXX. 

From I-l'dq'rs A. of P., M'ch 30, '65, [9.00 p. m.] 

hlaj. Gen'l WARREN: 
Gencral Hurnphreys has been ordered to relieve Gen'l Griffin with Miles clt one brigade of 

Gen'l Mott's Div.-in all len thousacd (10,000) men, & is directed to hold tile plank road S: 
Gen'l Griffin's line. GriJin relievtd, you will support General Ayres in his position and 
strengthen yourself a t  this point. You will hold your corps ready to attack, ancl await orders. 

By order of IIaj. Gen'l Meade. 
(S'g'd) A 8. WEBB, 

Rut. Jf .  G.. C.S. 
Rec. 11 p. m.-L. 

Then came dispatch No. 71, from Meade to Warren. I t  mill be no- 
ticed that in Nos. 70 and 71, Meade's order to Warren was that he 
should strengthen Ayres when EI2l1nplrreys liad relieved Grifin. 

LXXI. 

U. S. 31. T. 

From A. to P., RIur. 30, '65, C9.45 p. m.] 
93aj. Gcn. WARREN: 

The accompanging dispatch from Rlaj. Gen'l Sheridan is sent for your information. In  
consequence of the state of affairs here reported, i t  will be necessary Gen'i Ayres should be 
put on his guard, S: that he should be re-enforced without delay, as the enemy may attack him 
a t  daylight. As Ben'l Hurnplireys will Itold the riglit and relieve Gen'l Gri$in, i t  is presumed 
Crawford can be sent to Ayres' support, if not there now. 

Acknowledge receipt of this. 
m ' d )  A. S. WEBB,

But. Blaj. Gen'l. 
Rec. 11 p. m.-L. 

2. The  situation of the 5th Corps a t  tlte beginning oJ tlie engagement. 

The situation of the 5th Corps at tlie beginning of the enemy's at- 
t nck was precisely in accordance with the commnnds of Gea. Meade and 
Gen. Grant. 

Warren ''used Crawfoid and Ayres to develop to the left*." At the 
same time lie held Griffin in reserve, in such position as on the one hand 
to be able to support Humphreys, and on the other to s ~ ~ p p o r t  Craw-
ford and Ayres. 

The sitnation in more detail, is as follows : 
The disposition which Gen. Warren had directed is described in the 

following dispatch. 



Page 1270 : 
LXXVII. 

Nunan. 8.6 a. m. HDQRS.BTIT A. C. 
'7.35* a. m., Jf'cTb 31. 

Gen'l 	WEBB,Ch'f Staf:  
Gen'l ~ ~ . i f f i ; ~ ' s  Gen'l Ayres', near S. Dabney's;trdops will be rnassetl near Mrs. Bntler's; 

Gcn'l Crawford, al,ont 11alf way between. Tl~e:; are :ilonc a wood-road, running from near 
Mrs. ljutler's to \V. I)i~bncy's o n  tlie \\'liite O ~ l c  road. I t  is not practicable now for wheels, 
and there is a very difficult br:incli of Gravelly Run tliat runs south from the Wliite Oak 
ridge, joining tlie nili in strcal~r a t  tile cro;sinx of the ~li111k road, ~ l i i c l i  will take a long time 
to mdre pri~cticablc for wagons. I liave all the pioneers I ciiti spare a t  work on it. I will 
send you a sketch. 

Rcsl)'ly. 
G. I<. WARREN, dl. G. 

The Iiour of this dispi~tcli was probably '7.45 :t. 111.. as i t  followed Nunan's of '7.42 8. m. 
\Ve all had our watches set a t  the saule liour by tlie tclt~gral)ll, and I probitbly made tr mis-
tilkc, a t  the time, of ten niinutes in  tfating it.-G. li. Tir. 

The sketch wllicll wtxs sent with tllis dispatclr to Gen. Webb, and 
tlre one sent with the dispiltch to Ayres, ~vlrich is next to be mentioned, 
are in sorue confusion on the recoril. Tho sketclr sent wit11 the fore- 
going is that pl.eserved by Gilbert Tllomysoo (see B, page 1330), which 
does not locate ally of tlie troops. 13nt as described in this dispatch to 
Gen. Ileade three positions are indici~ted as given in the sketch ac-
companying a dispatch sent to Gen. Ayres, on page 1199 of record, as 
follo1vs : 

Page 1271 : 

IIEADQLJARTERS ARMYCORPS,GTII 
8.16 a. rra., ~ll'ckt 31st, 1365. 

GENERAI.:T)uring tlie 11igllt I received a disi)atcl~.of wllicll tlie enclosed is a copy. I 
infer froni that, that the small force of Gen. Illcrritt, \vhic.li pirletl the \Vllite 0i1k ro:rd, fell back 
azain a s l ~ o r t  distance. T l ~ epoint c:illetl "Five Forks," :illuiled to, is  on tlie White Oak road, 
about four miles clue west frorn S. D;~t)liey's. 

You must, therefore, have yonr dispositions ~i iadc to 1001; out for any force coming against 
vour left flank frorn the west. as well as  Ironl tllc ~iortli.  Gcn'l Cr:iwford is to Inass a t  tlie 
J -

uegro liousc in 11 tield I\-liicli you ptissed on your way out. Gen. Grifiri is wl~ere you camped 
last night. I sent1 yo11 a tracing. 

G. 	 Ii. JI'ARREN, 
iI1aj. QetZI Cont'd',~. 

FRED. 	'J!. LOCICE, 
Bl~t.Col. A. A. G. 

1'. S.-I'lcase sericl nic in wo1~1 if you hold tiny point on the White Oak road. 
A true copy of the original d i s~~a tc l l  iu Gencr;ll Xgres's file. 

LOOJIIS L. T,AXGDON, 
Hrercl Liecitc~iant-Cblo~telU.S. Avnty. 

Griffin was in reserveson tlre south side of the bl.aoch of Gravelly 
Run. This stream IWS tileu almost impassable for infantry, being 
greatly slvollen by tile lleuvy r;ritis of the preceding day. The 
country was very rough ; Ayres said it wiks the roughest country he 
had seen in Vil-gillin. All disp:rtclres of tlrose clays, including those 
from Gen. Sheridan and Gon. Grant, agree tlrnt tho country was more 



difficult for movements than they had at  any time had. Gen. Grant 
says, in liis dispatch written 10:30 A. N., April l s t ,  No. 192 : "The 
quicksands of this section exceed nuythiii~ I hare ever seen. Roads 
haye to be corduroyerl in front of teams and artillery as they advance. 
We mere fifty-six 1:ours moving 600 teams five miles wit11 1,200 men to 
help them. Tlirougli tlie moods, where it is perfectly dry for infantry, 
horses will g3 through so cleop as t~ scarcely be able to extricate them- 
selves." As a fact, ill the WOOCIS, i t  was  not "perfectly dry for infantry." 
It was as wet for the infantry as i t  was for the cavalry. The infantry 
could, 110 doubt, move s:owly, where c:~v:~lry coulcl not move at all. But 
rain and mud  were, to tlie infaniry, rain and 'mud, and made evon 
infantry move with difficulty. Ancl on tlie 31st, jnst after noon, 
Gen. Crraut says, in his dispatch No. 191: "The heavy rains and horrid 
road have prevented the execution of my designs, or eve12 attempting 
t7lem, up to this time. 

See too Testimony of 
Gen'l Crnwford, p. 567, Ans. t o  12th Q. 
Gen'l Chnnlbcrlnin, p. 229, Ans. t o  6th Q. ; 11. 281, Ans. to 6th a11cl 7th &. 
Gen'l Ayrcs, 1). 24S, Ans. t o  3d Q. ; p. 35'7, Ans. t o  18th Q. 
Gen'l RIcGo~ven, p. 652, Ans. t o  Gtli Q. 

Griffin was to take his position in supporl of Crawford and Ayres, as 
soon as he mas relievecl in his occupation of the return on the Boydton 
road by Miles of Humplireys' Corps. Gen. Hunlpllreys seems, from 
his Dispatch No. 127, to lmve tllonght that tliere had been some delay 
on Griffin's part in moving forwascl after lie was relieved by B1iies. 
But Griffin liacl his orcler for tllc movement tllo eveuiug before (Dis- 
pntcl No. 73), and no doubt there were good reasons for whatever 
delay there was. It is not questio~iecl that Griffin mas in tlle position 
to which lie liad been ordered before .the enemy made their attack in 
the forenoon of the 31st. 

Warren made no ,attack. But, in orcler to secure a good position of 
observation, to ascertain the position of the enemy, and to be able to 
take up a good contiii~lous line in wllicll to intrench, General Warren 
directed General Ryres to arlvance his picket line and support tlie same 
by such a force as mas necessary. There lind been no possibility of 
doing tliis before, as darkaess had prevented proper esttmination, and 
the intrenclling tools were all back with tlle trains. 

LSSS1V. 
Nunan. 9.55 a. rn. 9.40 n. m., M'ch-31, 1865. 
Gen'l \ Y E ~ B ,  

cll#,'fof S!af: 
I llav;! just rec'cl report from Gen. Ayres that the enerny have their pickets still this  

side of the is continuous along it. lJThiteOnli roacl, qo tlivir cor~lrnn~iicntion I have sent out 
word to him to t ry  arid tlrivc tliem off, or  tlcvelop with w1i:rt force the road is held by them. 

Resp'ly, 
G. R. WARREN, 

Jhj.Gen'l Vol's. 
Testimony Ayres, pages 24'7, 1088. 1089. " Warren, pages '716, '717, 759, 760, 785. 



Meade's reply was as follows : 

l)&pcltch No. 85, pnge 1285. 


LSSSV. 

U. S. Al. T. 

Nuntin. H u ~ r n s .Ana111.r U. S. ,  
10.3i) a. rtt . ,  f i r .  31, 1866. 

T o  Mwj. Gen. G. I<.WARREN: 
Your dispatch giving Ayres' position is received. Gen'l 1It~;idc directs that s l~ould you 

determine by your rec-onnoissance that you can get possession of & hold the IVhite Oak road, 
you are to do so, notmitl~standing tlie orders to suspend operations to-d:ly. 

ALES. S. Ii1\'E13R, 
Ul?t M. G., C. of S. 

Ayres was un(1er the impression that he hail told Warren, person- 
ally, t l ~ a t  this reconnaissiulce would bring on nil engagement. Whether 
i t  w o ~ i l ~ I  point ~vllich, as eveuts turned, be- have done so or not, is a 
came ~vholly itntnateriiil, for tlie enemy, ticcorcling to their regular 
method of operatious, 1vere on tlie point of m:ikii~g an i~ttaclc in force on 
us. General Ayres IS, however, in error on this point. He does not 
say he is positive in his recollection. Warren's recollection is clear and 
positive that he was nc)t ~vitli Ayres at tli:lt time ; aud tlre fact is very 
clear, from t l ~ e  recol-cl, tljnt MTal.ren, up to the time when he started to 
go to tlie front, about. 10 A. M., 11:ld not been wit11 Xyres. I'he ~vortls of 
his dispatches to lrlende, and to hyres liilnsqlf, rrl;~lie t!lis fiict still more 
certain. Tlie tlisl~atcll to IIencle of 9:4U a. Y. (90.$4) reads : " I have 
just receivecl report from Geiier;ll Ayres. 7F % I have sent out morcl 
to him." His tlispatch to Ayres of S:15 (No. '75) retids : "I send you a 
tracing. P. S.-Please send me in word," kc. 

Tlle enemy, however, mere on tlje point of maliing an attaclr on 
Ayres, which t l~ey  did. The advaace by Ayres had no effect on tlio 
events ml~ich followed, except that lie was certai~lly iu the best position 
for fighting, ~vliicll he, possibly, otherwise might uot have been. 

The enemy made t l~e i r  attack wit11 two I,rigndes-~1cGow~~i's and 
Gracie's-near1 y ;it right angles ~vi th  the nTlli te Oal; ~soacl,on Apes '  
left flank, and Hun ton's brigade on Ayres' front. .HJUton's left was 
on, or very ilear, tlieir ~ o r l i s  at  the junction of tlie White Oiili ancl 
Claiborne roads. The force of tlie eiielny was, :it first, three brigades 
alone. I t  was re-enforced, after the bcginuing of the engagement, by 
Wise's brig:tcIe, wliic11 came out 011 the left of Huutoa from their worlts 
on tbe White Oak roiid, as  the advance of the first three brigades un-
covered the worlis. 

The force of the enemy, the three brigades rnhicl1 in the beginning 
made the attack on Ayres, was 4,500 to 5,000 men. 

Testimony General IIanton, pages 630-30. 

Corrccteci answer to following question : 
Q. Then, as nearly as  yon give an est.imfite, the force of tliose t l ~ r e e  brijindes that  made 

t h e  advance in the forenoon \vould be 	7,500 Incn '? 
[Corrected answer.] ~1.I t  (lid not reitch tli:it nuiilbcr ; prob:lbly did not escccd 5,000 

men. 
A true copy. 

L. 1,. L.\SGDON, 
But. Li~t~fc)~t:l~t-Cololtel, i7: S. A. 

Testimony of General JLcGowan, page 649, Ans. to Sd Q. 
,g General Crtiwford, page 558, Ans. to 2d Q. 



The enemy drove Ayres' division, and afterwards Cramford's, with 
considerable confusion in their trvo divisions, down to the branch of 
Gravelly Run. Here GriEn's clivision checked the enemy's advance. 

Testimony of Col. Lyman, p. 520 : 
Q. Have you made any  mention in your tliary of tlic circumstance of orders having bcen 

received o r  transmitted to General Warren? A. XT\Thatdate do you want ? 
&. 31st9 A. Any time on the S l s t?  
Q. Yes ; m y  question is a general one? A. I can answer tIint question; about 10.30 a. m. 

on the 31st; tlris concerrls an order given by General Rlende: 
Heavy musketry fro111far out on o l ~ rleft. 
Tllat means where tlie Fiftli Corps was, in  t,hc general direction of the White Oak road. 
General lllcade got  t o  W:lrren's h(.ndquartcrs, higli up on the \vest side of tlie Quaker road, 

a t  eleven. T h s  roatl mas lull o f  1)nck-nlulcs arid scrvant s, wit  11 infan t ry  stragglers streaming 
t o  the rear, and a cavalry oflicela(j)rovost marslial) was calling for more men to stop then]. 
General Warren was a t  the front, but \lyelearned tliat the Second and Tliird Divisions, being 
pushed out towards thc White Ot\Ii road, I ~ a dbeen att:lcIicd antl driven back in confusion, but 
that tlie First Division in reserve llatl stopped t l ~ eretreat. 

XXI. 
Riancrr 31, 1866. 

1,icut.-Gen'l GRANT. 
Gen'l Warren reports b y  staff oficcr t l ~ a tAyrcs' advance on Wliitc Onl; road was repnlsetl. 

Ayres fill back to Crawtorn, tlie eneniy fo l lowi~~gantl :~ttacliingboth Ayres and Crawford, 
and cornpelling both lo fall back to Griffin. I lere tlie enemy was checlred, the fighting still 
continuing. Cien'l Warren cspresser cor~fid~~ncein his al)ility to Iiold Iris prcscut position. 
Miles has hecn ordered to be 1)l'cq)nrctl to sul)l)ort \\Tnrrcn. Ifumphreys will be ordered to 
attack ns soon as I can comn1unic:rt.e with llir~l1)y telegraph, if tlio affair is not over bg tliat 
tirnc. G. G. RlEADE, 

41aj.-@en. Com'd'g. 
Sent Marc11 31st, I. p. m., to Crcn'l Gr!lnt. 

ALES S. TVI33313, 
Bu't illnJ'. GcT),.77. 8.A. 

N. Y. CITY,Fcb'y 10, 1881. 

Tcstimony of Gcn. Cramforil, page 668, Ans. to 3d Q. 
c Gen. AlcGowan, page 662, Ans. to  6th Q. 

c c Gcn. I\':~rren, 1):lge 7G2, Ans. to  7th Q. Ans. to 13t,llQ. 
6 L  Col. Lyman, page 520, Ans. to 12111, 13th and 14th ( J .  
a '  Gen. llunton, p g c  624, Ans. to  1st Q. 

Miles aclvnnceil from t l ~ ereturn on tlle Boyittoll Plnnlr road, and 
attaclred Wise's brigade, ~vliicllwas on tlie euemy's left flank, and,-after 
a slight repulse, succeeded ia clriving thnt portion of t,lle enemy's line 
into their works. As thnt portion of tlle enemy were driven back, Miles 
wheeled to his right, pressing after them. At tlie e~ ldof Miles' acl-
vance his line mas par:illel t o  a d  facing tlle enemy's line of works 
along the White Oak road. 

Testimony of Gen. Rliles, page 043, Ans. t o  7th nnd 8 th  Q,. 
l'nge 646, Ans. t o  Stli. Otll a ~ i d10th Q. 

tt Cen. IIuml)llrcys, pages 1150-2. 

ecBlr.Sticliney, Counsel for tllc Apl)licant: Tlicrc is an inaccuracy in the colbying a t  Gcn-
era1 Webb's 1rentlrlu:urtcrs of one ~vorcl. Tliia copy sent to Gencrnl Ilnmplircys fro111General 
Webb reads: 

General Miles' division afterwards attacked tlic cnerny, wlio were forced back on m y  
right. 

The original manifold in General Warren's file reads Iio\v ? 



The  Witness : " General Miles' division afterwards attacked tllo enemy and were forced 
hack on my right." 

The Witness continues: That  evidently llad rcfercricc to tlie tcmporary r e p ~ ~ l s e  of tlic 
fourth brigade, wliich I rccollcct ; but I could not find any of the di.~l~atcllcs relating to it. 
I t  was n verbal message to me, but the report of the brigade co~nmander, wllicll I very re- 
cently looked over, mentions it. 

Q,. Which brigade commander was that  ? 
A, Ramsey, cornmanding the for~rtll brigade in Jlilcs' Division. 
Q. But you say, intlcpendent of liis report, you 1l;lve a recollection of i t ?  
A. 	17es, sir." 


Tcstilnony of Gcn. IIunton, page 625, Ans. to 2d t o  11th &. 


Miles WFLS engaged in the mainmitll Wise's brigade. The c2ptul.e of 
the 56th Virginia, mllich was in Hnnton's commilnd, was by Cllamber-
lain. (See Dispatch No. 146.) Gen. Humpllreys' dispatch, No. 147, 
sllows tllat TSIlles was not engaged with nuy large portion of Hun-
ton's command. He tool; from Huntoil ollljr four prisoners. 
Gen. Hunton testifies that liis engagement nr:ts with tllat part 
of our forces " in his front," wllo captured his 56th Virginia, that is, 
with Ch~~nberlaill. Hunton testifies, p. 628, "1 thillli ive were atttlcliecl 
in front, ancl also by a, flank movement. Q. That flank attaclc was 
quite a vigorous one ? A. A 7ca.s out of , IIL!/  s i f l . "  

Testimony Gerl'l Cllnml)~rlnin, pi'. 229, 230. 

Testimony Gcn'l IInnt,on, 1 ) ~ .  623, 629. G80. 


The time of the different points of the opel.,ztions, as far as the testi- 
mony shows, is as follo~vs : 

Ayres was attacked by tile enemy about 10 A.  nr. 
Miles advanced about 11.30. 
Tc~t~irnony, pp. 1148-9 :Ilump1irc~~-s', 


"Q. 'l'l~en 11.40, to Gellerd \\'cl)b from yourself. [Rcnds aq follon7s:] 


17. S. ~ I I L ~ T A R I '  a. m.T E T . E G R A ~ I I . - ~ ~ . ~ O  
By Tclegrnpll from H'd'q'rs, 2nd Corps, Mar. 31, 1SGB. 

To  Gen'l lV~nn,  0.0. S.: 
1 Ilave rcc'tl your mesqnge b y  JIqj. ;\Iendcz tC. note by  Rosccrans. Bliles is ahcad, inovjng 

out to nttnck on ISnrren's riqllt. I I1:lr-c o ~ ~ d c r e d  estcndedtlie at,tacI; to be coniplctcly over 
m y  linc. Griffin me writ wort1 wl~cn niy, com~nnnication, the above tol~irn,  tlint lie could hold 
liis own. Ny staff officer was secking \\'nrrcii wlien Ire came ncros* Griffin. 

A. A. IIUIlI ' I II~EYS,.K G. 

Griffin's aclvance was about 1r. nr. 

See following dispntcll AIende to Grnnt : 

SIX.  
A f ~ ~ c n  m.81, 1865-12 

Lt. Gcn. GRAST: 
Gen'l Crnwford ck Ayres l ~ n r c  bcrn driven back on Griflin. Griffin is abor~tto resume tlio 

offcnsi\-e supported by an ntt:ick on Ilurnl)l~reys' left. 
Iltllnpllreys 'cviil 'cvitl~tlr:i\r from liis riglit all he can spare to attack with ;\Iiles. Since 

the  enemy are trying to turn our left,, I deeu~ i t  important to attack 'cvitll Slieridnn and to lct 
Ord assume tllc t l ~ e  offensive if prncticable. 

( S d )  	 G. G. BZEADE, dl. B. 



(U. S. Milit ary Telccrnl,lr.) 
blarcll 31st, 1865. 

I p. m. 
By  telegrapll from 6th A .  C. 31st, 1S65. 

T o  Gen. RAWLINS: 
Enemy completely clieckecl and TITarren is  now pushing his command after them. T h e y  

seem to be falling away from Iris centre and reported going both m a p .  
H e  will attack them with all his force. Prisoners from each -division of Hill's corps and 

Bushrod Johnson's dip. 
0.E. BABCOCIC, 

Lt. 6'01. A.D.0. 

The advance of the 5th Corps, referred to in these dispatches, was 
the getting the troops into position across the creek. Tlle advauce of 
the whole corps took place at about two P. M. 

Genl. Warren, page 773 : 
Q. J70u made your movement somewlrere about two o'clock, I think you said? A. About 

that time; i t  was made as quickly as  we could. 
Q. Now, if General Aleade reported to General Grant a t  1.15 p. m., March 31, that  

Bfiles,witll his division and the otlier available portions of the Second Corps. had rnoved forward 
from General I1uml)hreys' left and attncketl the eneniv in front of you in flank, thatmust  have 
been done before you nroved across the brancll and "niade your forward rnovemcnt? A. I 
cannot answer tliat exactly yes or no. Gt.~ieral 1Iiles's trttacli.upon the troopsto my right was 
before I 111nde my general advance. But wc never gave up tlic fight; we forlglit the enemy 
until we stopped Ilirn, tlien we ~)usliecl pickets out and continued getting tlic corps ready and 
1)uslling on. I t  was wit11 me n contiliuous operation, and the character of the country mas 
such, that I tlrinl; all tlie time until near tlic White Oak road there mas a large ravine t o  
cross between rnyself and General Miles. 

Q. If General JIeadc a t  1.15 that (lay reported t o  General Grant  that  bliles 1ind attacked 
the 2nemy in flank and compelled him t o  ftlll back, and that  you were then preparing to ad- 
vance your wliole force in corljunction wit11 bliles, would you conclude, upon your present rec- 
collection, tliat you were mistaken ns to tlre f i~ct  that  you absolutely advanced originally with 
Gencral Miles, and that  his fitink attack wns riot made before yours, o r  the enemy compelled 
t o  fall bnck before you were ready to advance yotlrself? A. The  troops tlint were in front 
of me-I 1;new by  prisoners taken what tliry consisted of-and i t  was a different conrmand 
f r o x  what were in front of General Niles; aod Iris attack upon those troops did precede my 
ntlvnnce. Tliese troops that ill~les att:lclied were not the orics tliat drove us back. As I un-
derstood nt tlrat time, I know tliat Gencrtrl bliles made an advance on rny riglit before I ad-
vanced with my corps, but the prepartitions for the advance were going on. 

Warren reached the White Oak road as early as 3.40. See page 
1276. 

[I\lancrl 3 IST, 1865]-3-40 p. m. 

Gen'l W E R ~ 
: 

C?tf of Stnf: 
GEN'L: IVe ha;c driven the  enemy, I think, into his works. Tllc prisoners report Gen'l 

Lee here to-day, nnd that  tlreir breastworks are full of Inen. 
W e  have prisoners from a portion of Pickctt's and Johnson's Div'ns. 
The enemy fire,artillery 11p the \Vliite Oak road from their works nearly a mile to our 

right of where we struck the road ; a t  this point their r ight  retires t o  the  rear. 
I have just seen Gen'l Niles, who is close up, he says, to their works, which have heavy 

abattis i n  their front. 
Resp'ly, 

G. I<. TV ARREN, Jf. U. 



Miles reached his mosi advanced position just before 3.30 P. N., 
having then completed his wheeling movement to the right, and thus 
brought his line parallel with the enemy's works. Miles then reports 
that the 5th Corps "are now moving by the left flank, leaving a wide 
gap." 

Miles' dispatch, No. 145, dated 3 . 3 0 ' ~ .ar., evidently has reference to 
the continued advance of the 5th Corps northwarilly to the White 
Oak road, which was, wit,ll reference to -our mnio line, a lnovernent 
('by the left flank." With refereuce to the enemy then engn-ged, i t  was 
a movement to the front, which for the time left Niles d~sconnected 
with the 5th Corps. 



D.-THE FACTS AS TO THE MOVEMENTS TO RE-ENFORCE 

GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

The eviclence as to the xnovelnents to re-enforce Gen. Sheridan, 
establishes, as me maintain, the following points : 

That Warren, of llis own motion in tlie aftelmoon of the 31st Marcl~, 
sent troops to the relief of Gen. Sheridan, and successfully relieved him 
before any o1.tlel.s to re-enforce Slleridarl had been issued by either 
Grztnt or Alertde, aild before either Grnilt or Moade was aware that 
Slleridi~nwas 11 nrd pressed. 

Tlltlt tlle troops wllicll Wnrreu had thus sent to the relief of Sheri- 
dau were ~vithdra~vu by the espress clirection of Gen. Grant. 

That the order for re-enfo~cing Slieridiln by the Boydton roacl was 
put in execution immediately on its receipt by Warren, and was ex-
ecutecl by hit11 wit11 all possible dispatch. 

That the rear attack 1\7as origii~ally suggested by Warren, a t  a time 
mllen its execution was compar,ztivelp easy, ancl was not permitted by 
Gen. Grant until t,lie situation had been es~entinlly cllanged by Gen. 
Grnn t's own orders. 

That the rno~ement on the rear of the enemy wns suspended by a n  
order from Gen. ilIea.de. 

That the movement on the rear of the enemy was executed as soo1.1 
us a compliance with Gen. BIeacle's orclers :lllowed. 

That the expectations of Lied.-Gen. Grant as to tlle time when 
Warren could cornplete his movements, on the night of tlle 31st March, 
were based on n misapprel~eiision of the true situation. 

The first ~novemeilt to re-enforce General Sheridan was mado by 
Warren, on his own responsibility, very soon after lie reaclled the RTllite 
Oak road, in the atternooil of the 31st, at tlle close of the engagement of 
that day. After that one movement, tllrougllout the whole night Warren's 
operations were goverried by, and depeildecl on, the orclers which he re-
ceived from 3Ie:~cle. It will be necessary, thereafter, to take eacli order 
from Meade as the central point of a separate examination as to what 
Warren dicl a t  the time eucll orcler ~vasreceived. The orders and 
the situation mere co~tir~nally changing. 

Sllortly after TJTarrell reached tlie White Oak roacl, he heard 
the souncl of the firing where Bheritlaii mas engaged with Pick- 
ett's command. Chamberloin nnct TlTarren mere tlien together. 
On consnltation, they agreed that tlie firing wns 1.ececliiig towards Din- 
widdie Court House. Warren at  once decided to send :i force to snp-
porr; She~idaa,  by attaclting in the rear the euenly with whom Slleridi~n 
mas  engaged. He, therefore, on his own responsibility, disp;ttclled 
Bartlett with ,z strong brigade, which bad not been eugrxged in the 

http:ilIea.de


operations of the day, with orders to press as rapidly as possible to the 
sound of the firing, and attnclc the enemy, who, as Warren sopposed, 
and as was the fact, were driving General Sheridan. 

Testimony of General Bartlett, pnge 1175 : 
(a. Do you recollect what instruction General Warren gave you, when he sent you upon 

tliat niovement ? A. Yes. 
9. Will you state, tlien ? A. To ]narc11 to the firing of General Sheridan's engagement, 

and to attack lire enctrcy ~ I Lthe rear. 
Q \\Tlic~n was i t  lie gave you the order? A. Immediately before starting; I started im- 

rnediately after getting tlie order. 

Testimony of General Chamberlain, pnge 232 : 
Q. Do you recollect wliere B:irtlett's b r i p d e  was wlierr that orcler was received ? A. I t  

was to my luft rilld rcnr; I recollect that Uiirtlett's b r i g~de  \vils sent down. 
Q. By whose orders ? A. Warren's ortfcr. By Gc~~e ra l  
Q. I\'lien wus tha t?  A. As soon $is tlie tire of our attack I111d ceased we heard distinctly 

firing in tliu direction of Dinwiddie; Gener;ll Wan-cn came up to me and Itre Iiad eome con- 
versation ttbout the firing wliicli we 1ie:trd ; botli of us concluded s t  tlie moment that the very 
heavy firing was receding from us, :uid General \\'arrcn seemed anviou~ about it, and imme- 
diately resolved to sent1 t~ portion of the troops in tlrat direction. 

Q. That, was about wlint tiwe in the ntternoon? A. l'lrat was as soon as our fire had 
ceased on tile \\'liite Oak road ; I slioul(l sny tive or six o'clock in the afternoon. 

Q. You and General Warren were tlrere togetlier ? A. Yes. 
Q. Close up to the front? A. Yes. 
Q. You heard this firing, wlint did you suppose i t  to be--I mean the firing of our forces? 

A. I sul)posed i t  was an engagcrnent betmeen General Slreridan and the enemy. 
Q. You say Generill W ~ r ~ . ~ r i  at  once, of his own motion, do I understand you to say-

A. (lrrterrnpting.) Yes; lie rode up to me :ind :isked nit: wliat I thought of that firing; 
I told him tliat 1 tl~ollglit Sheritlt~n was Iieavily eng'ieed ; lie asked me if i t  was not my opilrion 
tliat tlir firing was recrding frorn us; I tol(1 liirn decitledlg ; we 1i:d considerable conversation 
about tliat, in tlie course of wlricli tlie general asked me if I felt like going down there; I said 
I d id ;  Ile tlien said lie would niove Bnrtlett inlniediately, as Bartlett hud not been engaged 
that afternoon, and Ire would start I i i~n;  ant1 he did. 

Q. How quickly? 11s quicldy as was natural-immediately. 
Q.. So Bartlett's brigrnde went down towards Gravelly Run? A. Yes; he started, I 

should say, at least by six o'clock. 

Testimony of General Warren, page 720 : 
Q. When you received lhat dispatch [referring to Jfeade's dispntch of 4.30 P. M.], do 

you recollect consl~lt~ing A. Yes; I tliink I do. with General Cliamberlnin? 
Q. Did you hear tlie firing of Slieridan's being engaged ? A. Yes; the firing mas attract- 

ing the attention of everybody in the Fiftli Corps. 
Q. I n  wliat direction mas tlie firing that 3ou heard tlien? A. I t  mas nearly in the direc- 

tion of Dinwicldie Court House. 
Q. In what direction did i t  seem to be no ring? A. Receding from us. 
Q. What \\.ere the indication3 to yon, as cornpared with wliat was conveyed by the die- 

patcli ? A. Just exactly t he reverse of tliis diq~atcli. 
Q. Then did you send a briqatle? A. Yes; 1 directed. as soon as I could. General 

Griffin to send General Btirtlett, with a large brigade, to marc11 in tlie direction of that firing, 
but not on the l\Tliite Oak road. 

Page 768 : 
Q. Do you know positively whether you sent General Bnrtlett before or after you re-

ceived General lleade'y order to send n brigade down tlie IYlrite Oak road? You firet re-
ceived from liim n sngcestion to pusli a srnall force down tlie Wliite Oak road, and then you 
aubscquently received-from lliln nn ordtr  to push a brigade down the White Oak road and 



open i t  for General Sheridan 2 A. I had rather take i t  from my record than quote i t  from 
memory ; I received one dispatch, brought to me by my own staff officer, Captain Winslom, 
to secure my position. Then i t  says : 

"You migllt, if you think it worth while, push a small force down tlle White Oak road." 

Q. I t  was in consequence of that dispatch that you sent this large brigade down tho 
White Oak road? A. No; i t  mas in consequence of my duty as a soldier to €end re-enforce- 
ments, if I could, in the direction of a portion of our Army that was evidel~tly liard pressed : 
I sent him on my own responsibility towards the sound of the firing. 

Q. What titno of day was that? A. That was soon after the one was received saying 
"I might, if I thought i t  wort11 while ;" i t  was before I received the subsequent one. 

Whether the dispatch from General Meade of 4.30 r. M. was received 
by Warren before or after he sent Bartlett to Sheridan's relief, is not 
certain on the evidence. Warren, at  the time he dispatched Bartlett 
was on the White Oak road, which he had reached earlier than 3.40, 
for 110 then sends a dispatch to report it to Meade. Warren and Cham- 
berlain both agree that Bartlett was sent soon after they reached the 
White Ottk road. There was no telegraphic communication at  that 
hour to the north of tho Boydton road, if so far, and Warren could not 
have received the 4.30 dispatch earlier than 5, if so early. Warren re- 
ported this movement at 5.50 iu his Dispatch No. 91 : 

XCI. 
6.60 p. m., iff'ch 31. 

Gen'l WEBB: 
I have just seen an officer and a sergeant from Oen'l Sheridan, who were cut off in an 

attack by the enemy and escaped. From mllat they say our cavalry was attac1;ecl nhont noon 
by  cavalry and infantry and ra1)idly driven back, two divisions, Crook's and Devin's, being 
engaged. The firing seems to recede from me towards Dinwiddie. 

I have sent Gen'l Bartlett and my escort in that direction, but I think they cannot be in 
timo. 

I hear cannonading that I think is from near Dinwiddie C. H. 
Resp'ly, G. I<.WARREN, 

dfaj .  Cfen'l. 

This movement of Warren, ordered by him as early as 5 r. M., gave 
General Sheridan the re-enforcement ancl support which he needed, as 
the testimony of the witnesses from both armies abundantly shows. IL 
compelled the withdrawal of Picbett from Sheridan's front. General 
Sheridan's own dispatches establish this point. 

Dispatch No. 180, page 1316. 

CLXXX. 

U'DQ'RS 2D BRIGADE, 2~ DIVISION, CAY. CORPS, 
Army of Potomac, Ap'l lst, 1866-3 $ p. m. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. IRWIX to Major-Gen. SHERIDAN: GREGO 
Colonel Savage, 13th Virginia Cavalry, is here wounded; leg amputated. Pickett's 



division went to Five Forks last evening, and the rebel cavalry are said to have left for there 
about 10 or 11 a. m. I have sent a reconnoissance towards the Forks. 

(%'dl 	 J. IRWIN GREGG,
Brig. Geft'l. 

$ Lieutenant-General Sheridnn. in a letter addressed to the Recordcr, in reply t o  an 
inquiry made by him as to the accuracy of the date and tlie " 10 or 11 a. m." in  the 
body of this dispatch, writes as follows : 

I am satisfied there is an error in my official copy and that i t  should be dated 3 a. m. 
instead of " 3 p. m.," April Ist, and that in the body of the dispatch i t  sliould read 10 or 11 
p. m. instead of " 10 or 11a. m." The position occupied by  General Gregg, and other dis- 
patches,%bearme out in this conclusion. * * * 

P. 11. SEERIDAN, 
.Lieutenant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS O?~icago, April 4t?1, 1881. MIL. DIP. OF THE A~ISSOKIRI, 

Gregg to Sheridan. 

Dispatch No. 181, page 1316, enclosing dispatcll of Gen. Lee. 

CLXXXI. 

HEADQUAR~~ERS ' 2 ~  CORPS,2~ BRIGADE, DIVISION, CAVALRY 
April lat, 1865. 

Major-G eneral S~ERIDAN : 
GENERAL,-I am just in receipt of a report from Lieut. Colonel Com'd'g 8th Pn. Cavalry, 

which says he has driven tlie enemy two miles from this point on what I call the Dinwiddie 
Court House road. From the firing, the resistnncc seems to bc determined. The country is 
all woods; no enemy has moved in the direction of Stony Creek cscept a picket of fifteen or 
twenty men. 

I send n dispatch of Gen. Lee's. (Signed) 
J. IRJVIN GREQG, 

Brevet Brig. General. 

[Enclosure.] 

2 O'CLOCK A. ar., April Ist, 1866. 

To General BEAL: 


GENERAL:General Leo-wishes you to withdraw your conimnnd to this side of the 
creel;, when General Pickett's infantry is  withdrawn a t  4 a.  m. You will bivouac on this 
side. 

L. 	TRUMAN BEAN, 
Ass't Adj~rtat~tGeneral. 

Dispatcll No. 40, page 1281. 

X L  . 
HEADQUARTERSh.P. 

6.25 a. m. 6 a.  m., April Is!, 1866. 
Lieut. Gen'l GRANT: 

Tile officer sent to Sheridan returned between 3 and 3 n. m., without any written 
conlmunication, but giving Ger~eralS.'s opiniott that the ei~pt)t!l were rctirir~g f'rotn 1~i.v front. 
Tile ahsence of firing this morning woold seem to confirm t l i i ~ .  I was a4cep nt the time 
this officer returned, and did not get tlie information till juit now. Should this prove true, 
Warren will be nt or  near Dinwiddic soon, with his whole corps, and will require further 
orders. 


GEO. G.  JIEADE, d l .  G .  




Report of Genl. Custel; dated April 15th 1865. 

(Extract.) 

"My command bivouacked within short ranwe of the enemy's line of battle (March 31). 
In  snticipatlon of an early attack the next mor;ng, my command slept upon their arms, but 
daylight disclosed to us the retreat, daring the nigltt, of the enemy." 

Testimony of Genl. W. H. F. Lee, p. 581, Ans. to 4th and 6th Q. 
6 c Genl. Fitzhugh Lee, p. 469, Ans. to 1 l th and 12th Q. 
( 6  Col J. Rlsyo, p. 497, Ans. to loth, 11th and 12th Q. 
C( Genl. 31. D. Corse, p. 420, Ane. to  6th, '7th and 8th Q. 

LSXXIX. 

Printed : (RRADQUARTERS OF TIIE POTOMAO,)A R ~ I Y  
(Cnpt. Winslow.) M'ch 31, 4 . 3 0 ~ .rn., 1866. 

Maj. Gen. G. I<. WARREN, 
Com'd'g Eifh Corps : 

Secure your position ; protect as well as poqsible your left flank. Word llas been sent to 
Sheridan, & i t  is believed t t ~ a t  Sheridan is pushing up. 

Humphreys will be orde~ed to pus11 up ~kto connect with your right. You might, if you 
think i t  worth while, push a small force down the White Oak road & t ry  to communicate with 
Sheridan ; but they must trtke care not to fire into his advance. 

By  order Gen'l Meadc : 
ALES. S. WEBB, 

B. M O.,C. 0. S. ' 

General Meade's understanding of the position at  this time mas that 
Gen. Sheridan was on or very near the White Oak Rond, pushing to- 
wards Warren. His direction to Warren is to push " down the White 
Oak Road;" and his idea mas that Warren miglit possibly, by pushing 
down t l ~ a t  r o d ,  " fire into Sherid:ln7s advanco." 

General Mencle's order mas issued on the mistalien assumption that 
Sheridan was aclvancing, and ~ v a s  on or near the White Oali Road. 
Looking at  the mere wording of that order, if Warren learned that 
Sherjclan mas not advancing, i t  was not MTarrbn's duty to send any one 
clown tlle Wllite Oali Rond. There was no order express or implied that 
Warren should re-enforce Sheridan if Shericlan was on the retreat. 

The ~osit ion in fact was tllat Sl~eriden i~lstearl of tnaking n success-
ful aclvance along the White Oak Road had been driven several miles 
to the south of it, and mas then nearly back at Dinmiclclie Court House. 

But the true sitnation hsd alreacly been met by Warrea. 



XC. 
Rec. 5.45 p. m. 

H'DQ'RS6 ~ 1 1CORPS. 
5 . 1 5 ~ .m., Jfc?&31st. 


hhj0~-General  ~VARREN 
: 
The M. G. Com'd'g directs that you push a brigade dowli the White Oak road to ope11 i t  

for Gen. Slieridun & support the same, if  necessary. 
( s d )  A. S. T\TEI3B, 

B. dl. 0.& c. 0. fl. 
P. S.-The firing is so near tllat the Gen'l presumes that  the command mill not hnve far 

t o  go. The distance you will push out must depend on the circumstances of the movement 
& the  support you can give them. 

Gen'l Mesde's idea of the situation still mas that Sheridan was ad-
vancing. 

The true situation was that Stieridan was being beaten back to 
Dinwidclie. 

Warren reported Bartlett's ~novement in the following dispatch : 

SCI.  
6 .50~1 .nz. J f c l ~31. 

Gen'l WEBB: 
I have just seen an officer and a sergeant from Gen'l Slieridnn, mlio were cut off in an 

attack by the enemy and escaped. From what tlicg say our Cavnlry mas attacked nbout 
noon by Cavalry and Intantry and rapidly driven back, two divisions, Crook's and Devin's 
being engaged. The firing seetns to recede from me towards Dinwitldie. 

I llavc sent Gen'l Uartlett and my escort iu that direction, but I tirink they cannot be in 
time. 

I hear cannonading that  I think is fro111 near Dinwiddie C. 11. 
Resp'ly, 

G. K. 17ARREN, 
ilfqj. Gen'l. 

Warren made no new dispositiozs. The situation had been already 
met. 

4. NEADE'SORDER, IIorrn DATE. 6.30 P. nr.NO RECEIVED 

(Printed.) ~IRADQUARTERS OF TIIR POTOXIAC.ARMY 
Jhrrch 81st, P r i ~ l t e d :(1864, o'clock, m.) 

Major-Gen'l ~VARREX, 
CbnL'tl5 Corps: 

A staff officer of Gen'l Jlerritt  hns made s rrport  that  the enerny hns pcnetrnted between 
Sheridan's main comniand (e- your ~)ositioo. This is a portion of P~ckett 's div. Le t  tlie 
force ortier (sic) to  move out the 1Vhite Oak road, move down tlie Boydton plank road as  
promptly as  possible. 

A. S .  WEBB, 
B. dl. G., C.0. S. 



The force which Warren had sent to re-enforce Sheridan had been 
gone more than an hour, and it WAS too late to recall them. I t  was clear, 
too, that they mould better carry ont Gen. Meade's purpose i f  they mere 
allo~ved to keep on where Warren had sent them. 

Warren, therefore, let Bartlett continue his movements, supposing, 
of course, that Bartltrtt would carry out his orders, and attack tlls 
enemy. He sent Gen. Pesrson with his most available force for that 
purpose down the plank road to Gravelly Run. 

He then reported his dispositions to Gen. Meade by dispatch
No. 93. . 

Page 1278: 

Gen'l WEBB: I have ordered Gen. Pierson,* with three regiment that are now on the  
plank read. right down toward the Dinwiddie C. H. I will let Bartlett work and report 
resnlt, as  i t  is too late to stop him. 

We can see the enemy's breastworks for two miles east, along the White Oak road. If 
they are well manned they cnnnot be carried. I am within 200 yards of where they turn off 
north f from the Wllite Oak road. 

Resp'y, 
G. K. WARREN, 

nhj. Gen'l. 

U. S. M. T. 

8 p. m., Kunan. 


H'DQU'RP.A. OF P.,  ilfarc?~31st, 1865-7.30. 

To  Mqj. Gen. WARREN: 


Dispatch from Genl. Slleridan says lie was forced back to Dinmiddie C. 11. by strong 
force of cavalry supported by infantry. This leaves your rear and tllut of the 2tl Corps on 
the Boydton plank-road open, and will require great vigilance on your part. If you have 
sent the Br~gade  down the Boydton Plank i t  should not go further tlian Gravelly Run, as I 
don't think i t  will render any service but to protect your rear. 

( s d )  GEO. G. AZEADE,
dfaj .  Geul. 

Geu. Meade's idea of Sherid:tu's situation was now in accordance 
with the fact, and was what Warren had correctly assumed it to be at 
5 P. B1. 

No change mas called for in the dispositions already made. 

Warren advised Gen. Meade of his dispositions in the following 
dispatch, No. 95 : 

http:1865-7.30


xcv. 

Genl. WEBB,Clt'f of Staf: 
GEN'L: 1sent Gen'l Bartlctt out on the road running from the IVliite Oak road and left 

him there; he is nearly down to the crossing of Gravelly Run. This will prevent tho enemy 
communicatin~ by  that road to-night. I have about two regiments and the artillery to hold 
the plank-roatl towards Dinwiddie C. H. 

I t  seems to me tlle enemy cannot reniain 11etween me and Dinwiddie if Sheridan keeps 
fighting them, and I believe they will have to fall back to the Five Forks. If I have to move 
to-nioht I shall leave a good many men who have lost their way. Does Sheridan still hold 
~ i n g d d i eC. H. ? 

Resp'ly. 
G. I<. \jTARREN, ili. G. 

(Confidential. ) 
U. 	S. bl. T., HDQURS. A. OF P. 

8.3Gp.  nt., dlarch 31st, 1865. 
Nnnm, 8.35 p. m. 

To  blaj. Gen. WARREN : 
The probability is that  we will have to contract our line to-night. You will be required 

to hold, if possible, the Boydton plank-road & to Gravelly Run. Ilumphreys & Ord along the 
run ;* be prepared to do this on short notice. 

A. S. WEBB. 
C'. 0. S. 

This made no new dispositions necessary. It mas only s cit~ltiona~y 
dispatch. 

Warren did, ho~vever, at once, as he mas bound to do, report to his 
superior officer. his understanding of the situation and his suggestion as 
to the advisable course to be taken, in the following dispatch : 

Dispatch No. 9'7.-Page 1299. 

XCVII. 
8.40 p .  nr, df 'el&31, '05. 

Gen'l WEBB, Cl,'f Staf: 
The line along the planb-road is very strong. One division, with my artillery, I think. 

can hold it. If we are not threatened eouth of Gravelly Run, east of the plank-road. Gen'l 
Humphreys and my batteries, I think, could hold this ~ecurcly and let me move down and 
attack the enemy a t  Dinwiddie on one side and Sheridan on the other. From 13artlett's posi- 
tion they mill have to make a considerable detour to re-enforce their troops a t  that point from 
the  north. 

Unless Sheridan 11as been too b ~ d l y  handled I think we have a chnnce for an open field 
fight that should be made use of. 

Resp'ly, G. R. WARREN, Jf. G. 

Gen. Neade in his dispatch made no allusion to Bortlett's position, 



which had been communicated to him by Wnrren in Warren's dispatch 
No. 91, sent at 5.50 P. M., nearly three hours before. T l ~ a tinformation 
had been a second time alluded to in Warren's dispatch No. 93, of 6.30 
P. M. It was again set forth iu detail ixi Warren's dispatch No. 95, of 
8.20 r. Br. Gen. Meade, however, dici not seem to realize the position of 
Warren as set fort11 in those dispatches. Warren tliel*efore again called 
his attention to it, and iuade liis suggestioil to Meade in a thoroughly 
respectful manner, that lie be allowed to take his whole corps and 
aitack in tlie rear the enerny mlio 11ad clriven Sheridan. 

Tlie evidence tlierefore shows (and on the evidence there is no 
dispnte) t l~nt  Warren, had, iu the first place, sent re-enforcements 
to Shericlan, and, in the second pl:lce, hacl made tlie suggestiou that 
lie be allowed to attack, with his ~vliole corps, t l ~ e  enemy that had 
defeated Sheridan, before eitlier coilrse ~vas  suggested or tllought of by 
eitl~er of his superior officers. 

I t  v7as Warren who first suggested the rear attack. He  suggested 
it at 8.40. I t  was 9.45 before 3Ieacle subrr~itted i t  to Geiil. Grant. It 
was 10.15 before Genl. Gratit allowed the movement.. It was 10.59 
before Warren received the order allowing tlie movement. Where was 
the slowness ? Aleantime, Qenl. Grant, who ordered the retrograde 
movement, llad completely changed the situation. 

The record is as follows : 
XCVII. 

8.40 p. m.,X'ch 31, '66. 
Gen'l WEBB, Ch'f Slqf: 

The line :dong tlie plank-road is very strong. One division, with my artillery, I think 
can liold it. If we are not tliretlteried south of Gravelly Itun, east of the plank-road, IGen'l 
Huniphrc~ys and my batteries, I think, corild hold this securely and let me move down and 
attack the enemy at  Dinwiddie on one side and Shcridan on tlie other. From Bartlett's posi- 
tion they will liave to make a consitlerable detour to re-enforce tlieir troops a t  that point from 
tlie nortli. 

Unless Slieridan has been too badly handled I think we have a clinnce for m open field 
firht that should be made use of. 'a 

Rcsp'ly, 
G. I(. WARREN. 

X Y  XII. 
~ I E A U Q U A R T E R ~  p. m., 1865.A. P., dfarch 31st-9.46 

Lt. Gen. GRANT : 
Would i t  not be well for Warren to go down with liis whole corps and smash up the force 

in front of Sheridan? I-brnphreys can liold tlie line to tlie Boydton plank road and the 
refusal along it Bartlett's brigade is now on the road from J. ldoissenu's, running north, 
wliere i t  crosses Gravelly Run. lie l~aving gone tlicre down the \\'liite Oali road. Warren 
could move a t  once that way, nnd take tlie force tl~rcatening Sheridnn in rear, or lie could 
send one division to support Sheridan a t  Dinwiddle, and move on tlic enemy's rear with the 
other two. GEO. G. BIE'ADE, 

dfaj. Qen't. 

XSXVI.  
[Telegram.] 

DABXEY's,10.16 p. m., d f a ~ c h31st, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. MEADE: 

Let Warren move in the way yon propose, and urge liim not to stop for anything. 
Let Griffin go i n  as he mas first directed. 

U. S. GRANT,  
Lt. Uen'l. 



XCVIIL 

Rec. 9.17 p. m. (L.)-Nunan, 9.16 p.-m. 

U. S. K T . ,  HDQRS. A. OF P., 
9p.  m.,diar. 31, 1866. 

To Maj. Gen. WARREN: 
You will, by the direction of the maj. gen'l comd'g, draw back a t  once to your position 

within the Boydton plank road Sz eend a division down toDinwiddie C. H. to report to Gen'l 
Sheridan. This tiivision will go down the Boydton plank road. Send Griffin'ti division. 
Gen'l Humphrejs will hold to Mrs. Butler's. 

(S'd.) A. S. WEBB, 
Bvt. X.Q., C.0. 8. 

Printed : (HEADQUARTERS,ARMYOF TEE POTOXAC,) 
diarch 3 lst, 9p .  m. Printed : (1866). 

Maj. Gen. WARREN: 
You are to draw back at  once to [your position within the Boydton plank road, and to 

send\J division down to Dinwiddie House to report to Gen'l Sheridan. This division will go 
down Boydton pl'k road. Send Griffin's division. Gen'l Humpllreys will hold to Mrs. Butler's. 

By order Oen'l Meade. 
ALEX. S. WEBB, 

B. dl. G.,C. 0. S. 
Rec'd by staff-officer, having previously come by telegraph, at  9.17 p. m. 

u,K. IV. 

This was an order to give up all the advantage which Warren had 
gained. It was an order given by Gen'l Grant himself. 

XXVIII. 

[Telegram.] 

GRANT'S HEADQUARTERS, 
Jfurch 31st, 1865-8.45 p. rn. 

hlaj. Gen. MEADE: 
Tour dispatch of 6.35* and your note of 7.30* are just received. Capt. Sheridan has 

reported to yoti tho situation of afitirs wit11 Sheridan. Let Warren draw back at  once to his 
position on Uoydton road, and send a dirision of infantry to Sheridan's relief. The troops 
to Sheridan should start a t  once and go down Boydton road. 

U. S. GRANT, 
L'f Uen'l. 

Warren had already re-enforced Sheridan in the most effective pos- 
sible way when he sent B~r t le t t  in the enemy's rear. So he had advised 
Gen'l Blleade. The movement of Bartlett liad already decided the 
eneiny to retreat from Sheridan's front. 

Warren, horverer, having repeatedly advised Gea. Neacle of the 
situation, had no alternatire but to obey the order. He executed the 
order without any delay. His course under this 9 p. m. order mas as 
follows : 

He sent Capt. Vadsworth to ascertain and report whether Gravelly 
Run mas fordalde for infantry. 

He immediately issued his order to hisdivision commanders No. 100. 



This order directed the withdrawal of the divisions in the most expedi-. 
tious manner. It mould take Bartlett some time to rejoin Griffin, who 
was, according to Meade's order, to be sent to re-enforce Sheridan. I n  
the meantime Ayres and Cramford could be marching back to the Boyd-
ton Road. When Capt. Wadsworth returned, and reported the stream 
not fordable, Warren sent Capt. Benyaurd to build an infantry bridge 
across Gravelly Run, Warren's expectation (which proved correct) was 
that the bridge mould be finisbed at  least as soon as the troops could 
reach it. I n  any event, the bridge would be necessary, and the troops, 
if  they could cross without it, would not wait for it to be finished. 

Warren's order of 9.35 conforms exactly to Gen. Meade's require-
ments. It is as follows : 

C. 
[General Orders No. -.I 

HEADQUARTERS~ T HARMYCORPS, 
March 31st. 1866-9.35 p. m. 1 

I. General Ayres will immediately withdraw his division back to where i t  was massed 
yesterday near the Boydton plank road. 

11. Gen'l Crawford will follow Gen'l Ayres and rnass his troops behind the entrench-
ments near Mrs. Butler's. 

111. Gen'l Griffin will immediately withdraw Gen'l Bartlett to his present position, then 
move back to the plank road and ctown i t  to Dinwiddie Court-House, and report to  Gen'l 
Sheridan. 

IV. Capt. Horill, with the escort, will remain where Gen'l Griffin's Head-Quarters now 
are till daybreak & then come back to tbe plank road, bringing in all stragglera

V. Division commanders, in executing this moven~ent,which is ordered by Gen'l Meade," 
to see that none of their pickets, or any portion of their troops are left behind. 

VI. Gen'l Ayres and Gen. Crawford will have their troops under arms at  daybreak, and 
the chief of artillery mill have all 4hc batteries in readiness to move. 

By command of 31aj. Gen. Warren. 
(s'd) FRED. T. LOCKE,

But. Col., A. A. G. 
A true copy of the original in General Warren's file, which agrees with the copy in the 

file from the Adjutant-General's Office. 

CI. 
U. S. Bl. T. 

Nunan, 9.45. 

HDQRS.A. OF POTO~IAC,Mar. 31st, '66-9.20 p. m. 
To Maj. Gen. WARREN: 

The division to be sent to Sheridan will start a t  once. You are to be held free to act 
within the Boydton plank road. Gen'l Humphriev (sic) will hold to the rond and the  
return. 

(S'd) ALEX. 5. WEBB,
B. ni. a., c. of S. 

Rec'd 9.60 p. m.-G. I<. IV. 

This required no new dispositions. The movement had already 
been ordered. Griffin had been ordered to "start at  once." Warren 
advised Gen. Meade (Dispatch 102) of the dispositions he had made. 



HDQRS.A. OF P., 9.40, Mar. 31st, 1865. 

TOhlnj. Gen. WARREN: 


Since your dispatch of 8.20 p. m., the gen'l com'd'g finds that i t  is impossible for Bart- 
lett to join Griffin time to move with any promptitude down the Boydton plank ; he there- 
fore directs that you send another good brigade to join Griffin in the place of Bartlett i n  
this movement. Sherirlan was attacked by  five brigades, one from Gordon's corps, three 
from Pickett's, possibly by  two from Gordon's, one of them being Holie's old brigade, 

(Sd) - ALEX. 8. WEBB,
B. dl. G., &c. 

This dispatch did not reach Warren until 10.15. Warren had sent 
his staff officers three-quarters of an hour before, mit.h his orders to 
,yvithdraw to tlie Plank Road.. No troops could be sent to Dinwiddie 
~vithout coming back to the Plank Road. The troops were at  this time 
.moving back as fast as the darkness and the condition of the country 
allowed. 

No new dispositions by Warren mere therefore needed. 

CIV. 
Rec'd 10.50 p. m. L. Nunan, 10.48. 

U. S. bf. T. HDQRS. A. OF. P., 
10.15 p. m. dfarch 3181, 1865. 

To Maj. Gen WARREN : 
Send Griffin promptly, as ordered, by the Boydton P. R., but  move the balance of your 

command by the road BartIett is on, and strike the enemy in rear, who is betwecn him and 
1)inwiddie. Gcn. Sheridan reported his last position as north of Dinwiddie Court-EIouse, near 
Dr. Smith's, tlie enemy holding the cross-roads at  that point. Should tlie enemy turn on you, 
your line of retreat will be by J. 11. Brooks' & R. Boiseau's, on Boydton plnnl; road. See 
one-inch maps. You must be very prompt in this movement, 6- get  the forks of tlie road 
a t  J..M. Brooks' before the enemy, so as to open to R. Boisenu's. The enemy will probably 
retire toward the Five Forl;s, that being the direction of their main attack this day. Don't en- 
cumber yourself with anything that will impede your progress or prevent your moving in 
any direction across tlie country. Let me know when Griffin starts & when you start. 

GEO. G. blEADE, 
dfaj. Cfen'l. 

Acknowledge receipt. 

The situation as i t  wills in fact, mas this :Genl. llertde's order of 10.16 
(lid not, reach Warren till 10.50. At that time Warren's orders for 
a withdrawal had been issued for more than an hour. He bad sent out 
his staff officers to the different division commanders and to Bartlett 
and to Gravelly Run. Some of his staff officers mere no doubt engaged 
in other matters, of which no account can now be given. 



The night was very dark ; the country was very rough. The move- 
ments which were made of officers and men hacl to be made in the 
woods, where there were, practically, no roads. At the time this order 
from Aleade mas received, the officers sent to the different division 
commanders had probably not returned. If any attempt were then 
made to change the order of the movements, i t  would be certain to 
cause great confosion. For there ~vvss only one road, and one bridge 
over the branch of Gravelly Run, by which the troops could get back 
to ttie Boydton road. Movements throngh the woods, in the then con- 
dition of the country and the stream, ~vould be impossible. 

. The only Tvay in which 1le could carry out the purpose of Genl. 
Meade's order was by modifying its letter. The purpose of Meade was 
to get re-enforcements to Sheridan by the Boydton road at the earliest 
possible moment. This was the main point to which all others were 
subordinate. Ayres' division was the only one which could move to 
Dinwiddie with ally promptness. For by the time the new orders could 
reach Warren's division commanders, A p e s  would have taken the 
road to t<he rear-and in order to change the dispositions then made, it 
mould require Ayres to leave the road and make way for Grifin. 
It ~vould be necessary also, if Grifin were sent, to detach a brigade 
from one of the other two divisions and have it join Griffin. The only 
way, then, in which Rfeade's purpose could be carried out promptly 
was by sending Ayres instead of Griffin to Din\vidclie, and halting the 
other two divisions where they t l~en ware, in order that they might be 
ready to move on the enemy's rear, and not be compelled t,o march 
directly bnck again over the same route on which they were now with- 
drawing. Before nioviug on the enemy's rear with his two divisions, 
Warren waited until Ayres should have started down the road towards 
Dinmiddie. Ayres had not yet got back to the Boydton Road. 

Warren was, too, greatly embarrassed by the difficulty in the trans- 
mission of tile dispatches. We now know the telegraph line mas down 
for several hours. Very possibly, there had been some difficulty before 
the line actually gave out. 

Warren at once advised Meade of the dispositions he was compelled 
to make. 

Despatch 105, 10.56 P.M.-Page 1284. 

CV. 

ITEADQRS. ARMY CORPS. ~ T R  


Jf'ch 31, 1865-10.55, p.m. 
General MEADE: 

I issued my orders on Gen'l Webb's first despatch to fall back, which made the divisions 
retire in the order of Ayres, Cmwford, and Griffin, which was the order they.could most 
rapidly move. I cannot cllange them to-night without producing confusion that mill render 
all Iny operations nugatory. I will now send Gen. Ayres to Gen. Sheridan, and take Gen'l 
Gritfin & Gen'l Crawford to move against the enemy. as t l ~ i s  last dcspatcli directs I should." 
I cannot accomplish tile apparent objects of the orders I have received. 

Resp'ly, G. 1<. WARREN, 
diaj. @ell! Conr'a'g. 

2.12 a. m. Nunan : Line down. 

http:1865-10.55


A true copy of the manifold original in General Warren's file. The word "Otherwise " 
has been, apparently, prefixed, in pencil, to tlle words "I cannot accomplisli," &c., after the 
dispatch wan written, and i t  does not appear in the copy as found in the file from tho Adju-
tant-General's OfTcc; and in the latter there is no punctuation in tile last sentence between 
the words *' I will now send General Ayres" and t,he close of the dispatch. 

A copy of this dispatch is found in General Webb's file of copies of dispatches rec'd at  
and sent from Gen'l Meade's headquarters. 

LOOMIS L. LANGDON, 
But. Lt. Col., U.S. A., 

Record~r. 

H e  ordered Ayres to continue his movement back to the rear, but to 
keep on towards Dinwiddie instead of halting at the Plank Road. 

Warren's Dispatch to Ayres, 11 P. M.,No. 106.-Page 1284. 

He  ordered Griffin and Cramford to halt where they were, and re-
port their positions by the officer who delivered to them the new 
orders. 

Jf'arren's Dispatch to Gr@n and Crazoford. 
11 P. ar.-Page 1281. 

CVII. 

H'I)Q'RS~ T HA. C. df'c?i 31, '65-1 1 P. M. 
ORDER: 

Gen. Griffin and Gen'l Crnmford will mass their divisions a t  the point at  wllich this order 
reaches them, and report their positions by  the officer that brings it. 

A change of plan makes this necessary. 
Resp'ly, 

G. K. WARREK, 
dfaj. Gm'l. 

CXI. 

Rec'd 1A. M., April 1.-G. K. W. 

Maj. Gen'l WARREN: 
A dispatch, partially transmitted, is received, indicating the bridge over Gravelly Run ia 

destroyed, and time will be required to rebuild it. If this is the cise, would not 'time be 
gained by  sending the troops by  the Quaker road? Time is of tho ntmcst importance. 
Sheridan cannot maintain himsclf a t  Dinmiddie without re-enforccmcnts, cb yours are the only 
ones that can be sent. Use every exertion to get the troops to him as soon as possible. If 
necessary send troops by  both roads ctt give up tlle rear attack. 

GEO. G. hIEAPE, 
dfaj. Gen'l. 

If Sheridan is not re-enforced & compelled to fall back, he will retire by the Vaughn 
road. 

G. G. M. 

The situation now mas this : Sheridan, as Warren was advised by 
Gen. Meade, who had his information direct from Sheridan himself, had 
been defeated and forced back from near Five Forks to the position 
just in front of Dinmiddie Court House. Sheridan mould, unless re-
enforced, be compelled to retreat still farther, in which event he 



intended to retreat by tlie Vaughan road. Meade's words were: 
" Sheridan cannot maintain himself at Dinwiddie vithout re-enforce- 
ment. * * * * * If Sheridan is not re-enforced and com-
pelled to fall back, he will retire by the Vaughan road." 

Gen. Sheridan himself said : " This force is too strong for us. I 
will hold on to Dinwiddie C. H. until l a m  compelled to leave." 

Dhpalch Neadc fo Grant. 

No. 2'7. Page 1250. 

XXVII. 
8.40 p. m.-Norris. 


HEADQUARTERS
A. P., '7.40, Jfarch 31st, 1866. 
Lieut. Gen'l GRAXT: 

Capt. Sheridan from .Sheridan's Cavalry is here, and is directed to you by a staff officer. 
IIe reports that Qen'l Sheridnn is just norlh of binwiddie C. H., having been repulsed by  the 
enemy's infnntrv on the dirt road running north, and also on the road running northwest from 
north of Ilinwiddie. Gen'l Sheridan states that if he is forced to retire, it will be on the 
Vaugltn road. 	 Tlie staff officer leaves here to report to you. 


GEORGE G. MEADE, 

N. 0. Com'd'g. 

The enemy, as Warren had learned, mere in force between him and 
Sheridan, were also in force on the mThite Oak road, at tlie junction of 
the Crump mad, and in lheir intrenchments in front, of Griffin and 
Craw ford. 

Capt. Melcher, page 456 : 
Q. Do SOU recollect any particular interview with General Griffin that you had there at 

that time ? A. Yes. On arriving a t  the front on my first going out there, I found General 
Griffin by a small camp fire. He seemed to be all ready to mount, and whcn I delivered the 
order he made some reply to me. a 

Q. What did he say ? A. He  says: "Tell General Warren that the enemy have put out 
their fires in our front and, I think, nre going to attack." 

&. Did yo11 report that to General Warren on your return ? A. I did. 

Warren's own Corps mas in the positions following, as lie learned 
at  1A. N., when lie received this order : Griffin and Crawford (except 
Uartlett's brigade, which was now supposed to be on its way back to 
join Griffin), were in their positions near the White Oak road, ready to 
move, t!~ouglr tlrey llnd not actually moved. 

Gen. Chamberlain, page 233 : 
Q. So according to the terms of the original order your division could not move then ? 

A. He found us a11 massed, but we hnd not moved. 
Q. IIad Griffin given nnv oildera for tnoving between the receipt of this first order and 

tlie la& one to mliicl~ I liav<just called yonr attention ? A. Griffin had given me to under- 
stand that I was to bc ready to move, but no actual movement had been Iiad. 

Gcn. Cri~wford, page 670, Ans. to 17th and 18th Q. 



Dispatc7t CX. 
Page 128A. 

1a. m,,April 1st. 

General Crawford on receipt of order by  return of staff officer to halt and await further 
orders. 

G. K. W. 
Testimony of Capt. Herr, page 661. Ans. to 9th and 10th Q ;  and on page 562, 

Ans. to lst, 2d and 3d Q. 
&( Genl. Coulter, pnge 348, Ans. to 8th Q. . 
I <  Lieut. Scllermerhorn, page 690, Ans. to 14th &. 
(a Lieut. Sherley, page 416, Ans. to 11th Q.  
a c Capt. Brinton, page 301, Ans. 4th to 8th Q. 
( a  Col. Spear, page 401, Ans. to 26th and 27th Q. 
L c Lieut. Sanborn, page 526, Ans. to 11th Q. 

Ayres was now nearly, if not quite back to the Plank Road ; for he 
began crossing the bridge at Gravelly Run as early as 1.30 or 1.45, and 
lie made a delay for issuing rations befare moving clown the Plank Road. 

Testimony of Col. Swan, page 291 : 
Q. Do yon recollect with distinctness where General Ayres' division was placed before 

they started for that night march ?-A. I could not point i t  out on any map; I knewjt was up 
near the enemy, and that  we made two stages in withdrawing ; i t  took Eome time to get  out ; 
we moved in a considerable distance and then halted, and rations mere distributed. I recol-
lect this, because a t  the time the rations were distributed I think the other staff officers and 
the other cficers generally turned in for n sleep. But something or other kept me up, and 
after that  I could not sleep that night at  all. 

Col. Swan, p. 296, Ans. to 1l t h  Q. 

Col. Swan, p. 299, Ans. to 15th, lGtli & 1'7th Q. 


Testimony of Col. La Notte, page 375. 
Q With reference to the march you made on the night of the 31st or tAhe morning of 

April 1, what time is i t  your recollection that  you began to move ?-A. I recollect being 
wakened up. If I am not wrong we made two moves. We wero moved back and halted to 
issue rations, and I do not think me halted again until we came t o  Gravelly Run. 

The delay in getting up rations mas not Warren's. See Dispatches : 

Dispalc7i No. 14. 
Page 1245. 

XIV. 

[Telegram.] 

GRAVELLYRUN,dfarc?b 31sl, 1864-7.40 a. m. 
Maj. Gen'l MEADE, 

Comd'g A.  P.: 
Owing to the heavy rain this morning the troops will remain substantially as they now 

are, but  the 6th Corps should to-day draw three dnys' more rations. 
U. 3. GRANT, 

Lt. Qen'l. 

The condition of the roads prevented its being accomplished. 



Dispatch No. 16. 
Page 1245. . 

XVI. 
NEADETO GRANT. 

8.60 A. 11.-Mixer. 
H'DQ'RS,A. P., 8.40 a. m., Mar. 31. No. S. 

Lt. Gen'l GRANT: 

Orders for ratior~s issucd, but I fear the condition of the roads will make their execution 
almost impossiblc. -

(Signed) 
GEO. G. 1f EADE, 

Maj. Gen'l. 

Every exertion to do it was ma3e. 

GRANTTO NEADE. 
Page 1246. 

XVII. 
ARCH 31, 1865. 

hlrljor-General MEADE : 
Rations must be got forward to Warren, and noexertions must be spared to execute your 

orders for the same. 
(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

Lieut. General. 
Official : 
(Signed) GEO. I<. LEET, 

A. A. Cfenl. 

The vital point in Meade's order, to which everything else was to 
yield, mas the re-enforcing Sl~eriditn. Neade evident1.y contemplated 
that the re-enforcemc~nts sent* by the Boydton road might fail to reach 
Sliericlan in season, i f  at all, and therefore directed that, if necessary, 
other troops slionld be sent to his relief by the Quaker road. And it mas 
clearly indicated by the terms of Meade's order that, if the troops silould 
fail to reach Sheridan by the Boydton road before he mas "compelled 
to leave" Dinwiddie, the rear Attack before intenaed should not be 
made. Warren could not know whether Ayres ~votllcl reach Dinwiddie 
in season, if he did at  all. If he had moved up at once mith Griffin 
and Crarvford, he ~rould have isolated those two divisions, would have 
isolated Ayres, and would llave left his*comtnanicatious mith Meade. 

In this situation Warren pressed Ayres un to Dinwiddie, directing 
him to report when he sl~ould have joined Sheridan ; and in the mean- 
time he held Griffin and Cramford where they were, in readiness to ad-
vance on the enemy's real; iIAyres suceeedecl in uniting with Sheridan 
in good time, and otherwise to use them according to the situation as 
i t  might develop. I n  his own words, he " sent to Gen'l Sheridan his 
most available force." 

He advised Neade of his dispositions. 



Dispatc71 No. 112. 
Page 1287. 

CXII. 
HDQURS.~ T HA. C., 1-208. m.,Ape. 1. 

Gen'l MEADE: 
I think we will have an infantry bridge over Gravelly Run sooner than I could send 

troops around by the Quaker road. 
But if I find any failure, I will send that way. I have sent Benyardt 2 hours ago with 

what he thought necessary to ~nalre it practicable in one hour, and I trust to that. 
I am sending to Gen'l Sheridan my most available force. 


Resp'ly, 

--G.K. WARREN, 

dfaj. Gen'l. 

Warren, a t  2.05, learned from Benyaurd that Ayres mas on his way 
to Diuwiddie, crossing the bridge. Warren at once sent advices of that 
fact to Meade. 

Dispatch No. 113. 
Page 1287. 

CXIII. 

Rec'd 2.40.a. m., April 1, 1866. 
From 6th A. C., 2.05 a. m., April 1, 186B. 

Gen'l WEBB: 
The bridge over Gravelly Run, Capt. Benyaurd reports now practicable for infantry, 

and Gen'l Ayres' division advancing across i t  towards Dinwiddie C. H. 
I have given Gen'l Ayreo orders to report to Gen'l Sheridan. 

Resp'ly, 
G. 	K.WARREN, 

dfaj. Gen'l. 

Warren then waited for advices from Ayres before moving away with 
the rest of his corps. 

Tlie movement of Ayres to Dinwiddie it will be seen had virtually 
commenced instantly on tlie receipt of Neade's 9 p. m. order, and had 
been pressed contiuuously from that time without interruption or delay. 
Warren's first order to Ayres of 9.35 P.N., had been to " im-
medintsly withdraw his division, etc." The nest order at 11P. ar. was 
" Instead of halting your command you mill proceed down the Plank 
road to Dinwiddie Court House and report to General Sheridan." The 
only delay had been to issue rations-which of course was a, necessary 
delay. There mas no delay at all at the briilge. 

Major Benyaurd, pages 156-7 : 
Q. How long were you a t  work there in building the bridge a r~d  building this new portion 

of the road ? A. About an hour. 
Q Yon say Ayres' men came down. You mere there all the time ? A. Yes. 

Q. How long did the men wait? A. As I got through I went up on the road and I met 
the head of Avres's column near the end of the causeway ; I spoke with General Ayres, who 
was a t  the heid of tlie column. I told him everything was ready for crossing; I had a little 
conversation with him. I asked how long he had been waiting there and he intimated to me 
that i t  mas but a few minutes. 

Q. You say that the stream was not fordable for infantry ; suppose he had waitod 
there for as much as two hours would time have been saved by the building of the bridge, 
in actually getting his division across-crossing the full division ? A. Yes ;I think so, be- 



cause they would have been enabled to cross in column, instead of straggling over one man 
at  a time. 

Q. So your deliberate judgment is that if Ayres had waited there two hours, there still 
would have been a saving of time in getting his men across the stream? A. He would have 
saved considerable time. 

The movement made by Ayres from the White Oak road to near Din- 
widdie was made with rapidity, considering the circumstances. His posi- 
tion wasclose t o  the White Oak road. The d'stance wllic:ll Ayres llad to 
cover to the point where he met Forsyth and was turned back mas about 
four and a half miles. He probably did not receive the 9:35 order before 
10. He hacl then to get in his pickets, ancl march back through a very 
rough, muddy country to the Uoyclton road. For him to accomplistl 
that movement back to the Boydton road under the circumstances of 
that night, Chamberlain estimated woulcl require three hours. 
He  had to issue rations. His men l ~ a d  had fighting and hard work 
for three clays. H e  reached the bridge by 130 or 1:45; ancl he mas 
met by Forsyth about one mile from Dinwiddie as early as 3:45,for 
Forsyth started at  3:20 from Dinwidclie. The head of Ayres' column 
met Forsytll about a mile south of the Brooks road, and it was after 
Ayres had faced his column about, l~nd murclled hack to the Brooks 
rond, and had gone well out on the Brooks road, that the sun rose. 
The ~vl~ole  which Ajres had taken to get in his pickets, time then 
issue rations for his division, and ma,rch down within a mile of 
Dinwiddie, mas about five and three-quarters hours. 

Gen. Ayres, page 24'7, Ans. to 9th Q. 

Gen. Chamberlnin, page 230, Ans. to 8th Q. 


Testimony of Gen. Cllamberlain, page 277 : 

Question. Taking tlie co~idition of tliillgs as they were on the night of tlie 31st of March, 
how long, in your opinion, would i t  take to get i n  a picket line and get a division of the size 
of General Ayre's back to  the Boydton plnnl; rond after you received orders for the move-
ment? A. F r o 3  our line on the White Oak road ? 

Q. Yes? A. I t  mould tnke about an hour to call in our pickets, get them a11 in. We 
would not leave rnen out there on picket. I think I would not undertake to get a division 
back to the Boydton planli road in the night time, in such a country as that, in less than two 
hour*. I think i t  would take three hours to  get fairly back on the plank road, including the 
hour getting in the picket. 

This mas quicker norli than mas clone during that night, as far as we 
have nccurate testimony, by any otlier command or single man. And 
the presumption is, that every one did his best. Humphreys who, as  
is well known, mas as energetic an oflicer as any in the army, received 
an order to simply witlldram to tllc Plank roacl, from a position nearer 
the Plank rond tban the osition of Ajres, and did not get his troops 
back to the Bojdton roa Btill 630 in the morning. 



Humphreys' Dispatch 157. 
Page 1306. 

CLVII. 

U. 	S.Military Telegraph. 
APRIL1, 1866. 

(By Telegraph from IId. Qrs. 2d Corps, 6:30 a. m., April 1, 1865.) 

To Maj. Gen. WEBB: 
I have resumed the position occupied by me yesterday morning, extending down the 

Plank road and on the return. 	 The movement commenced a t  34 a. m. 
(Sd) A. A. HUMPHREPS. 

True copy from original dispatch, in ReccrJs; Army of tlie Potomac; attested by Bvt. 
Lt. Col. Rob't N. Scott, U. S. A. 

T,OOJIIS. L. LANGDON 
But. Lt. Colotrel, U.S. A., 

h'ecorQr. 

He did not begin his movement till 34 A. N.,when Ayres was well 
domu near Dinwiddie, and Humphreys had received his orders to move 
as early as 9:45 P. nr. 

See 	Dispatc7k 155. 
Page 1305. 

CLV. 

U. S. Military Telegraph. 
Nunnn. 2.55.* 

By Telegraph from H'd Qr's 2d C., 9:46 p. m., blur. 31st, 1866. 

To Gen'l 	l \ T ~ ~ ~ ~ x .  
I am directed to resume the position of this morning, holding as far as Mrs. Butler's & 

tho rcturn. As the return is your work, &- as I do not know it, will you let me know if it 
rests on Gravelly Run, & if not, upon what it does rest 4 

A. A. HU3IPHREYS. J f  B. 

Forsyth, a single horseman took an llour and a half, from 3.20 A. M. 
to 4.50 A. N. toride on the plaoli road to Warren's l~endquarters at the 
Wilson House, a distance of 4; miles. 
. . I t  took an hour and n quarter for the bearer of Neade's written 
dispatch of 11.45, No. 111,to reach Warren's headquarters. 

Mnckenzie, who had about 1,500 cavalry, received his order to more 
nearly as early as Warren, as far as the testimony slio~vs. (His order 
was issued as early as 9.45.) 

Grunt's Dispaich No.33. 


HEADQUARTE~SARMIESOF THE U. 8. 
nabnry'a Silk, March 31, 1866-9.46 p. m. 

Maj. Genl. MEADIE, 
Com'8g Army of Potomac : 

If you can get orders t o  Mackenzie to move his cavalry to the support of Sheridan by may 



of the Vaughn road, do so. I have sent the same directions to General Ord. Please let me 
know when Griftin gets started. If he pushes promptly I think there may be a chance for 
cutting up the infantry the enemy have entrusted so far from home. 

Urge prompt movement on Griffin. 
(Sd) 


U. S. GRANT, 
Lt. Gen. 

Official. 
G. I<.LEET,A, A. G. 

Mackeuzie did not move till between 3 and 4 A. ar. of April 1,and 
did not reach Dinwiddie till between 10 and 11 A. M. He had only 11 
miles to go, from Reams Station, and it was all by road. 

Genl. Meade's staff officer who took Dispatch No. 178 to Genl. 
Sheridan left Meade's headquarters before 10.45 (See Dispatch No. 38), 
and did not reach Meade's headquarters on his return till between 2 
and thrze A. M. He  Lad only 54 to 6 miles each way to go, all by roads, 
in all 11 to 12 miles. 

See Dispatch No. 40. 

Major Gillies started from Dinwiddie tliat night " about dark" and 
did not reach Neade's headquarters till midnight. He had 6 miles to 
go. Returning by daylight, he left at  about 9 o'clock, and did not reach 
Sheridan's headquarters on the road between Five Forks and Dinwiddie 
till about one o'clock. 

Testimony Maj. Gillies, page 1139. 

Answer to 8th 9th and lO~h&. and Ans. 1'1 to 23d Q. 


We submit, then, that the movement to re-enforce Gen. Sheridan mas 
made with all possible speed. Gen. Ayres was an able aud experienced 
soldier. He is a man of known energy. He understood the need of 
speed, and beyond any doubt he exerted hiinself to the utmost to make 
this rn~\~ement as quickly as he could. The precise delays of that 
night's movements we cannot at this lapse of time show. But there 
can be no doubt that every man did his utmost. The result shows it. 
A comparison of that movement with the other movements of the same 
night makes it clear that extraordinary effort was used. There was no 
delay anywhere, other than the delays that must necessarily have been 
incideutal to such an operation. The orders were issued immediately. 
They were promptly obeyed and executed. 

12. R T ~ R R E ~ ' s  WITH CRAWFORD.MOVENENTS GRIFFINAND 

As scon as Warren learned from Ayres that he had re-enforced 
Sheridan, and received the dispatch brought by Forsyth, he went with 
W a d s w t h  to Griffin's headquarters and moved Griffin at once. 

Capt. J. W. Wadsworth, pages 18P5 : 
By Mnj. ASA BIBD GARDINER, counsel for respondent: 

Q. That mas on the morning of April 1 ? A. Yes. 

&. And Griffin's and Crawford's divisions mere there ? A. Yes; we started from head- 




quarters a little before daylight-General Warren and staff (indicating the road crossing a 
little west of north to B. Butler's) ; I think we rode across a little bridge that we had thrown 
over the day before in a little fight we had; we moved across the country to where the two 
divisions were, and then the general direction of the corps was off towards Dr. Boisseau's and 
down by Crump's, moving across the country (the witness indicates a southwesterly direction). 

Genl. Crawford, page 571: 
Q. At what time did you receive your orders actually to move after that? A. At day- 

light. 
Q. By what command ? A. By General Warren, in person. 
Q. That would be about what hour ? A. I t  was between daylight and sunrise ; I think 

shortly after five o'clock. 

Page h71: 
Q. Which part of your command was the last to leave the front of the enemy ? A. The 

last to leave was Bnxter's brigade ; the other two brigades were formed in column by regi- 
ments, and took the road ; Baxter was formed in line of battlc, and we witlldrcw in that way ; 
General Warren was present with me a t  that time 

Q. What part did General Warren take in the movements a t  that time ? A. He wns 
with me ; assisted me in these movements ; I recollect I supposed a t  the time that the enemy 
would follow the withdrawal of the skirmishers. 

Q. Had you any indications that the enemy had withdrawn ? A. None; our supposition 
was that they were still there. 

Capt. Mead, page 390, Ans. to 15th Q. 

Genl. Warren, pages 739-40 : 
Q. Then, do you recollect who of your staff went with you to the White Oak road 7 A. 

I have no recollection of anybody but Captain Wadsworth. 
Q. How soon did you stnrt after getting the dispatch from Sheridan 4 A. Almost im-

mediately-just as soon as I could see-ant1 I left my staff beliind-those who were asleep-
because they had been up nearly all night--a good many of them all the night before ; I ex-
pected a hard day's work before us, and I ordered them to get some sleep if they could. 

Q. You went up to the White Oak road ; state what dispositions you made there ? A. 
We rode as rapidly as we could go, and reached there in a very short time ;we rode directly 
to Griffin, and I told him to niove a t  once; he did move at  once, as soon as he got the order; 
lie n-as all ready; tlien I went to Crawford ; I directed him to retire in line of battle, facing 
the enemy's works ; I got a strong skirmish line out as soon as possible ; where pickets mere 
already I converted the picket line into a skirmish line. 

Crawford he placed in the rear, and witl~drew wit11 only the ordin-
ary precautions, which were necessary in the face of an active enemy, 
with whom he had been engaged the day before, and from whom Griflin 
had apprehended an attack during tahe night. 

Griffin moved with no delay whatever-with Chamberlain in the ad-
vance-Warren remained for a, time with Cramford at the rear, the post 
of importance, and then went to the advance with Griffin. There he 
received Genl. Sheridan's orclers to remain until further instructions. 

Genl. Warren, page 240 : 
As soon as that wns done, I left him, Crawford, and rode ahead to join General Griffin 

a t  the forks on the road where Crump's road joins the one running from Dinwiddie Court 
House to Five Forks. There I met General Griffin in perpon. I didn't see Gen3ral Sheridan. 
General Griffin told me that Sheridan had left word for all troops to halt that reached that  
point ; he would send word when he wanted us. 



During tl~ose nigl~t movements Warren was responsible to Gen. 
Neade until he reported to Gen. Sheridan. So Gen. Sheridan conceded. 

Warren not only fully came up to Gen. Meade'sespectations, but he 
mas in advance of them. Gen. llleacle at 6 A. M. expected that Warren 
would be " at  or near Dinwiddie soon." (See Dispatch No. 40. 

Moreover, Warren fully realized Gen. Sheridan's expectations. Gen. 
Sheridan's own dispatches, and the statements of his own staff officer 
show beyond a doubt that Ayres came down tlle Boydton Road sooner 
than Sheridan expected him ; and that Sheridnn had no espectiltion 
that Warren mould attack in the rear with his two other divisions any 
earlier than daylight, if so early. The Dispatch No. 184, from Gen. 
Sheridan's headquarters, written, ns Gen. Sheridan says in his later 
letter, at 3 A. M., says : " Warren will attsck the enemy at daylight in 
flank from the Boydton Road." This referred to Ayres's movement. 
Sheridan's staff officer, mlloever he was, who met Ayres'a column on 
the Boydton Road, said to Ayres that he had come down sooner than 
they had expected him. 

Testimony, Ayres, p. 250. 
" Col. Swan, p. 292. 

Sheridan's Dispatch No. 114, of 3 A. N. to Warren, when speaking 
of Warren " attacking at daylight " on the enemy's rear, speaks of this 
attack being made only with the ''division " (a mistake for brigade), 
which Shericlan understood Warren already had near Dr. Boisseau's. 
Slleridan evidently hacl no idea that Warren's other two cliriaions 
mould come in at any time during the night, or even as early as day-
light. 

The charge against Varren of slowness during that night mas not 
in Stieridnn's mind when he wrote those clispatches. I t  IS an after-
thoug11t. 



E.-THE FACTS A S  TO THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORICS. 

The evidence as to the battle of Five Forks establishes, as we main-
tnin, the following points : 

That the corps was ~novecl up for the attack wit11 a11 possible speed. 
That for the long delay of the forenoon Gen'l Sliericlan was person- 

ally responsible. 
That the confusion iu Ayres' division was very sligllt-was not such 

as to call for the personal presence of Geu. Warren, who was at  that 
time occupied with other more pressing matters-and that confidence 
was easily a t d  quickly restored. 

That the break between Crawforcl aild Ayres mas the certain and 
necessar-y result of Gen'l Slzeridan's own n~isitpprehension of the posi- 
tion of the enemy's works, rvhich t l ~ e  5th Corps were to attack; t,ll:lt 
this misapprehension was the supposition on Gen'l Sheridan's part 
that the angle of the enemy's ~ ~ ( l r l i s  the estrerne left was about ou 
twelve huudred yards fi~rther to the east than it really was. 

That Warren made every possible effort to remedy the break ; that 
he ~ ~ ~ o u l c l  in doing so at once, had it not been for the have succeeded 
interference of a staff officer of Gen'l Sheridan ; that even after that in- 
terference he dict succeed in bringing Crawforcl and G.riEn into the en- 
gagement in tlie most effective manner possible under the changed 
conditions. 

That throughout the operations of the day, Gen'l Warren was zealous 
for Gen'l Sheridan's success. 

That through the whole of the battle, Gen'l Warren was a t  t l~n t  
point where his personal presence mas of the greatest service. 

That Gen'l mannor was the ordinary manner of the man 
when intensely occnpied, aud tllat rrny imputatio;s agaiust him, based 
upon his manner, should never have been made. 

I.--TEEPOSITION OF THE ENESIY GEN'LSHERIDAN'S OF!AND PLAN 

ATTACK. 

The enemy, on learning of the advance on their rear of part of the 
5th Corps in the evening of the 31st larch, decided to mitl~drarv fronl 
Sheridan's front. 

Their withdmmnl began before midnight, and was completed early 
in the morning, when they were, wit11 the exception of the rear 
guard, i n  occupation of their line along the White Oak road. Mayo 
s a p  " it mas as early as sunrise." 

Testimony Col. 3 I n ~ o ,  pnge 49'1, Ans. 12 Q. 
" Lt.-Col. W. TV. Wood, page 485, Ans. 8th Q. 
" Gen'l Corse, page 441, Any. 3d Q. 
" Capt. McCabe, page 611. 



Q. You got back t o  Five Forks on the morning of April lst,  about what hour?  A. Abou 
sunrise. 

Q. The infantry got  in line along the White Oak road, how soon after you ? A. I can-
not say ; I know we moved down tho road t l~a t -you  call the Ford road, and just parked the 
guns a little to the right of that road ; and the Jirst three gtcns at the Eorks were put in position 
about half-past eight o'clcck ;211e ivzfawtry were in  posilion when iltose guns were pt in posilion ; 
I j n d  that hour noted, that that was the l~our when theguns wentintoposilion al Five Forks. 

&. You say the infantry on your line were then in position ? A. They were, certainly, 
on our immediate right and left ; as soon as those guns were put in  we went back again. 

&. J7ou find an oriyifznl nzelnorczndum of thut hour ? A. Yts. 
Q. That  you made at t h e  titne ? A. It was made some time t l~at  morning ;I cannot say 

tha t  i t  was made that very hour. 

The position then occupied by the Confederates was as follows : 
Their infantry, with a part of Beale's Brigacle of cavalry dismounted, 
held a line of breastworks along or near the White Oalr road, extending 
from the little graveyard west of the Gilliam field on their right, east- 
wardly to " the return " on their left flank. 

Tlle line faced southward and was located on the ridge, with 
Hatcher's Run about a mile to the rear. 

Beginning on t'heir left the infantry mas in line as follows : 
Ransom's Brigade held the left, including (' the return." 
Wallace's Brigade came next, and extended the line westwardly to 

the west edge of the Sydnor field; both Ransom's and Wallace's 
brigades were under ilausom's command, detached from Anderson's 
Corps. 

Steuart's Br;gade extended the line to Five Forks. 
Terry's Brigade, under Mayo, extended the line westmardly, so that 

its rig11 t regiment fronted on the Gilliam field. 
Gorse's Brigade extended the line into tlie woods on the west side of 

the Gilliam field. 
These three last named brigades belonged to Pickett's Division. 

Hunton's Brigade, of Piclrett's division, was absent.. Beale's Brigade; 
of W. H. F.Lee's cavalry division, held the right of the breastworks. 
A portion of W. H. F. Lee's division held also an advanced position 
along the edge of the woods on tlie west side of the Gillinm field and 
around the Gilliam house. Some artillery was also disposed to sweep 
the Gilliam field. This part of their line was naturally strong, and was 
held to the last. The other brigade of M. H. F. Lee's division, under 
Barringer, monilted, watchecl and guarded the right of their line. 

To the left of the Confederate infantry's left flank was the cavalry 
divisioo of Munford, which fought clismounted. 

Rosser's division of c*tval~vywas in reserve on the north side of 
Hatcher's Run. 

Genl. Sheridan's plan, iu general, was to attack and turn the enemy's 
left flank with the Fifth Corps, at  the same time attacking the works in 
front wit11 his cavalry. 

With this purpose, the cavalry mere disposed in front of the enemy's 
works. Devin's division was on the right of the road leading from 



Dinmiddie to Fire Forks; the right of Devin reached in en easterly 
direction to some point which is nut made exactly to appear. Custer's 
division was on the left of tlie main road from Dinwiddie to Fire Forks. 

The Fifth Corps was formed jnst south of Gravelly Run Church, 
Ayres' and Crawford's divisions in front-Ayres on the left and Craaforcl 
on the right-each with two brigades in front and one in the rear, the 
three brigades in each of those two divisioils being eacli in two liues of 
battle. Griffin's clivision was formed in the rear of Crawfol.cl's right, 
substantially in colu~nn by battalions, with two regiments of Gregory's 
brigade on the riglit as flankers. The line of Crawford and Ayres was 
formed obliquely to the Gravelly Run Cliurch road, with the ill tent ion 
that movlng folSwarc irectly to the front, ie corms, as 

d r m e l i l  wouidfi#!&tangle of tlie e u e m y 7 s = k  
front. 

Genl. Sl~eridan was under a misapprehension as to the position of 
tlie " return" ~vhicli the Fifth Corps mas expected to strike. H e  sup- 
posed i t  was directly iu front of tho right of the Fifth Corps as tlle 
Corps was formed. As a fact tile " return" was about twelve hundred 
yards (nearly tliree-quarters of a mila) to the left of where Genl. Sl~ericlan 
supposed it to be. Ayres' left cleared tlle works by more than three 
liundred yards. 

It mould seem to be tllu inten tion of Genl. Sheridan's coucsel, judg- 
ing from liis line of examination of certaiu witnesses, to insist that 
Genl. Sheridan intended the Fiftll Corps to strike the Wllite Oak road 
to the right of the angle, tlierl wheel, and move along the road until 
they struck the worlru. It is therefore necessary to examine the evi- 
dence on this point. 

In  the first plixce, we have Genl. Warren's clia~ram orcler, which sets 
out in cletai! and ~vit~h esnctness tlie supposed position of the enemy, and 
tlie wily in ~vliicl~ the Plfth Corps was expected t9 strike tlie enemy. 
The ctiagram was drawn for that very purpose. This order was sub-
mitted to Genl. Sl~eridan before the moverr~ent began, and lie allowed i t  
to be issued by 1Varl.en to ilis division commanclers. Tliat is the clear- 
est evidence we could llave to tlie point that it couformed to 11is under- 
standing of the position. Most certainly, Genl. Slieridan never allowed 
Warren to issue an orcler to his division commanders, whicli gave the 
position of tlie enemy wrongly, which mould completely mislead them 
as to the most important point iu tlie whole situation. 

Genl. Sheridan himself, in his own testimony, forlnally admits that 
the diagr:im orcler " conforms in substance to his instructions as lie 
gave them to Genl. Warren." He  repeats that t,estirnony several times. 

Testimony of GelJ. Slieridan, p. 9'1, nns. to 3d question. 

Testimony of General Sheridan, page 96 : 
Q,. Will you look at  the printed copy of Genernl Warren's instructions to his division 

commnnders which you see there in  the printed book, giving the formation which wns to be 
made, and see if that corresponds s~~bstantially with your recollection of the instructions you 
gave him (book 1)anded to witness)? A. Substantially; o~rly Iscarcely tl~itrk tltal ihe right
division wus so far to the riyht ;the formdtion mas in the angle of these roads. 



Page 97 : 
Q. That conforms, does i t  not, to pour instructions as you gave them to General Warren ? 

A. In substance. 

Page 99 : 
Q. Were the only orders that you issued to Warren and the only instructions that you 

gave to him then as t o  the engegernent itself, tliose mliich he embodied in his orders to his 
division commanders as to the general plan of the battle ? A. I don't know what the orders 
were that lie gave to the division commanders; if 1 could hear tllose I probably wuuld know 
better. 

Q. I have just read it to you from the printed boo]<. 

Major GARDXER, 
counsel for respondent: I t  is not proven yet that those orders mere given. 
Mr. STICKNEY, counsel for applicant : T l ~ e  fact is that the orders were issued ; but I am 

not asking the witness as to the issuance of tliose orders; I ask as to the orders he gave 
Gencrnl Warren. 

Q. The only orders or instructions you gave General Warren in relation to the engage- 
ment mere orders that corresponded with that? A. That represents, probably, the substance. 
There was a good deal of conversation explanatory of that;  but  that embodies about i t  
generally. 

Page 115: 
Mr. STICKNEY,counsel for the applicant: We have the original order that was issued, 

giving a diagram which has been mentioned here ; it is now almost illegible; we can, I sup-
pose, under the circumstances, refer to the printed copy, and the general can look a t  this 
original. 

(Counsel produces n diagram and lays it before the court.) 
Q. As T understand you. the formation as directed in that order of Warre11 correspontls 

to the directions you gave him? A. Yes. 
Q. Accurately enough. A. Yes; tliat is, so far as putting Griffin's division behind 

Crawfortl's divi~ion;  that is the best of my recollection, that there was a change. 
Q. ,The other directions contained in that order corre3pond to the directions you gave ? 

A. I t h ~ n kI testified that i t  was substantially tlie snme. 

But would any soldier ever say that an order " conformed in sub-
stance to his inst~uctions," if it gave the positiotl of tlle enemv 
mongly ? Moreover, the nntnre of the movement was folly tliscussed, 
during the interval while the Fiftll Corps was marching up to the 
church, among the officers in General Sheridan's presence. Warren, 
Cramford, Ayres, Chamberlain, Capt. Swan, Capt. Newhall of Gen-
eral Sheridan's own staff, Lt. Scherrnerhorn of General Griffin's 
staff, all testify that i t  was clearly understood that the enemy's morks 
mere in front of the Fifth Corps, as its line mas then formed. 

Geul. Ayres, page 267 : 
Q. Refer to the diagram of the plan of the engagement, the original one, and state how 

you expected to strike thc angle of the enemy's morks ? A. I supposed that probably my 
division would strilie i t  in front-perhaps half m y  division mould strike i t  in front. 

Genl. Chamberlain, page 273 : 
Q. The heavy fire you heard on the left must have been the fire which came on Ayres's 

left? A. I liad no doubt that General Ayres lied become engaged-had struck the works. 
ought to sny that the morks did not prove to be exactly in the position where they had been 
indicated to us on our plan. Iuriderstand distinctly that General Ayres was expected to strike 
those works ~ I Lfront. 

I 



Capt. Swan, page 293 : 
&. (By the Court.) What was the direction of the line of battle ? 
Mr. Stickney. I t  would be facing north by west. 
Witness. We formeii along tlie edge of the field, with Ayres's division at  this end. At 

tlrat time I sitpposed that we were to strike the enemy square in front. I knew nothinq about 
a refused line. I was a subordinate oficer, and I knew nothing about the other divisions 
wheeling; I didn't h o w  whether they were nll going to wheel against the enemy or what ; 
but we were going straight forward with the sun on our left shoulder. 

Q. 170u expected to strike the enemy in front? A. Ycs. 
., 

Q. Expected to strike thrir line of earlkzcorks? A. Square k front. 

Lt. Schermerhorn, page 691 : 
Q. In the direction in which you mere marching did you expect to strike their morks ? 

A. We expected them to be running in the same way. I don't know how, but me had an im-
pression that the works were farther back here, nnd extending farther this may. We were 
astonished to find that they were here, and we swung around and were astwtished to-find 
that they zoere so f a r  to the left and so far  to the soulh. 

Capt. Newhall, p:ige 145 : 
&. Then you say, on page 95, that i t  was supposed the right o f  tihe line would strike the 

enemy as Roon as the left or center. From what did you get tliat ? A. That was my own con- 
ception altogether. 

Q. I suppose you got that from what you heard the general sny at  the time ? A. I 
imagine so. 

Q. YOU are quite clear that that zoas his pt~rpose a.9 Ite lhen apressed it? A. I was, when I 
ujrote this. I have not had any opportunity to confirm it. 

~ e n e r a lSheridan says, in his statement to the court (page 55) :"Idid 
not linom the extent of tliat reverse flank, nor its strength, but it was the ob- 
jective point of the attack that was made by the Fiftli Corps." He farther 
says (page 55) : "I presumed that an extant oE front of two divisions 
was enongll fo cover the zuorks of the enemy." Evidently he did not in- 
tend that Crawford's right should reach half a mile beyond tlie extremity 
of the "return." But i t  necessarily wonld do so, if tke left of Ayres 
was to rest on the White Oak road; for the front of the Fifth Corps as 
formed was a tliousnnd yards, and the length of the "return" was less 
than n lluncirecl yards. That i t  was General Sheridan's understanding 
that the enerny's zuorks were direclly in front of the Fz'fIh Colps, is made 
still more clear by the fact that when General Ayres changed front to 
his left to meet the fire from the return, although the whole corps had 
then crossed the White Oak road, and General Sheridan s a w  it, 
General Sheridan insisted that Ayres liad changed front too soon, and 
was firing on oar own cavalry, ~vlio mere south of the works, and not 
on the enemy. 

Genl. Ayres, page 257 : 
Q. I want what lie did say to you? A. He said he mas afraid I mas fighting his 

cavalry. . 
Q. That mas before you carried the morks ? A. Ires. 

Page 266 : 
Q. You say that  before the morl;s werc carried by Four division a t  that angle that Gen. 

ern1 Sl~eridan said he  mas afraid you mere fighting his cavalry? A. Yes. 



Q. Might not that l ~ a r e  been said jrlst after you had carried that  angle of the works? 
A. No ; it was not said after ;it was said before. 

Q. What, did you undersfand he meant by  d ~ a t ?  A. I thonght he feared that I had 
changed my front too soon ; that I had struck the flank of the cavalry along the front. 

Q. You gnve us yesterday a conversution with General Sheridan in ~vhich he  expressed 
to you the fear that you were then firing iuto tlie cavalry ? A.  Yes; just when I cllanged 
my front. 

Q. Was there suc11 n con~rersatioii or n conversation on that point a t  more than one 
t ime? A. He came to me some three times a t  short intervals and expressed the same fear 
that I had clranyed nzy front too soou. alld was engaging the cavalry instead of the enemy ; 
that Ihad chartyecl it before I got s7cficiently f a r  nortlh. 

Q. IIe was afraid that the fire coming In on you was from our cavalry? A. yes. 

Capt.. Newhall, page 1 4  : 
I mas sent by General Sheridan to General Winthrop on the left of Ayers's division. 

Q IIe was Ayres's reserrc, ~ ~ ( 1 8  A. I do no t  know, perhaps he was ; at any rate 
he not ? 

he was on the lutt of Ayres's division. T took orders to Ainz from General S?~eridan to be very 
carcj'ul not to fire on our OZUILcavalry. 

Ap~arent~ly,from the questions put to the different witnesses, Gen- 
eral Sheridan's counsel intends to mnintain tllat the Fifth Corps should 
l~ave begun " to yheel " as soon as they struck the White Oali rozd, 
without regnrcl to tile position 01 the enemy. The expression "swing 
around" in Warren's order was, of course, used nith reference to the 
~.'ositiori of tlle enemy, as it was inclicateil in tlle diagram, and as i t  was 
understood to be. The position of the enemy was, of course, the vital 
point of the situation. General Sllericlan saw the whole corps crossi~lg 
tho White Oak road ; Crawford struck i t  even sooner than Ayres ; and 
Ayres crossecl it. But General Sllericlan, instead of stopping Ayres, sr~icl 
tliat Agres l ~ a d  not goue far enough. General Sheridan would be put in 
a very peculiar position as a soldier, by this supposition of his coimsel, 
which is entirely at  vnriauce wit11 the testimoriy of Genernl Sllericlan 
llirns~lf. Most ;tssuredlg it was never his intention to expose the flank 
of an entire corps of iufilntry, as he did, to the fire oE that " return." 
Flanking an enemy means getting your  front on the enemy's flank, not 
your flaulc in front of the enemy's earthworks. 

11.-THE ADVANCEOF THE ~ T H  TO GI~.~VELLY AND ITSCORPS RUNCHURCH 
FOBNATION THEBE. 

The point attempted to be made here against Gen'l Warren is that the 
5th Corps was slow in its moven~ent ay to the church. Tile order for the 
aclvance was isstled by Genl. Sheridan at 1r. M. The5th corps was 
forcecl, ready to move, at  4 P. N. As to this last hour one witness (Maj. 
Dana, page 1014) professes to place t.he beginning of " the engagement " 
n s  late as 5.15. If this is understood to mean " the engagement " a t  the 
place where the witness mas, bllero is no discrepancy. That the 
formation was completed at  4 is not open to controve~.sy. Genl. Sher- 
idan and Genl. Warren both agree on this point. They yere the two 
men most especially interested in this point of time. Genl. Warren 
had assumed that this time mould be required. 

http:controve~.sy


Statement of Genl. Sheridan, p. 55 : 
At one o'clock P. M., Genl. Warren says in his official report, lie received my order to 

move his corpd from the point where it was massed at J. Boisseau's house, and shortly there- 
after he reported to me. I think he is correct as to the time.* X * * * * * 

The distance from J. B(~ieseau's l~ouse to Gravelly Run Church is two miles, and the for 
mation of the corps near the latter place was accomplished about 4 P. xr. 

T l ~ etestimony clearly establishes that the march up to Gravelly Run 
Church was made as quickly as it could be made. On this point, a 
charge against Warren is a charge against all the chief officers of his 
corps. On the other points of the case he can be attacked ~vithout at- 
taciiing them. ere-it is not so. The order for the speedy and im- 
mediare ndvauce of the corps was given by Warren immedi&ely, and 
was more than once re~eated.  All the rreneral officers in thnt corm. all 
the division and brigthe commanders, crawford, Griffin, Ayres, Bhnm- 

berlsin and Winthrop, and others, well understood that they mere marcli- 
ing to meet tlie enemy, and that time was of tile utmost importance. 
No fair-minded man can have a donbt that tllose officers pressed their 
commands for~vard with all possible speed. General officers, with the 
records which those men hare, are entitled to some presumptions in 
their fayor, and must not be required to prove their innocence of a 
charge ~vhich involves to them grsat dishonor. The commanders of 
Warren's divisions ond brigades were men who had been well tried. 
They were men who could be safely trusted to bring their commands 
up for that attack. 

The simplest computation, however, shows that the corps took for 
tbat movement only the time which any experienced soldier knows it 
certainly mould require. There were in tlie corps on that day 12,000 
men. Two divisions, Crawford's and Griffiu's, mere massed at J. Bois-
seau'r;, and one (Ayres') at  the junction of t l ~ e  Brooks road with the 
road from Dinmiddie to Fi re  Forks. The corps had to move up by n 
single narrow road-by the flnnli. The whole corps would hsve to 
stretch out its eutire length on the r o ~ d  before the rear of the column 
could begin to move ; and.tlie rear of the column would have to march 
the entire distance after i t  got the road. The distance to be marched 
mas almost exactly 2 ; p i  tlie column mould cover about that 
distance on tlie road. ,,4$e ant @&"half miles, then, would have to  be 4 

covered by the rear of t l ~ e  column before it would reach the place of 
formutioo. The roads were very heavy, somewhat bloclced with the am-
munition wagons and led liorses of the cavalry (for which no one is here 
blamed) and the men were worn: Two miles an liour is tlie ontside that 
ilifant,ry could do under those circornstnnces, if they were to be of service 
after they had done tho distance. Assuming, then, that there were no 
delays ~rhntever for any reneon, allowing no space at  d l  for intervals, 
and no time for the trans~nission of the orders, or for tlie formation, the 
mere marching mould take 2; hours. This Gen. Sheridan must be sup- 
posed to have understood. If the infantry were not at the front a t  the 
time be wanted them there, it was no fault of Gen. Warrea. The opinion 
giren by Gen. Chamberlaiu mas (p. 235) : " Irhe loss of time was that six 



hours' halt." And most military men will agree with him. That six hours' 
halt was not Gen. Warren's doing. For that Gen. Sheridan gave the 
order. He admits it (see his report, p. 21 Record). 

H e  had lrnown soon after miciuigl~t that the enemy was retiring from 
his front. That fact was freshly apparent every minute throughout the 
wllole forenoon. On his own statement, he left 12,000 infantry halted 
practically five miles to the rear of w11-ere he minted them "till one 
o'clock in the afternoon, while the enemy without any interruption was 
tllrowing up the eartl~works on the T7hite Oak road. 

Testimony General Fitzl~ugh Lee, p.'471 : 
Q. At the very beginning of the engagement where were you personally? A. W e  

-formed our line about nine o'clock in the mornlcg, to  tile best of m y  recollection ;ever.vi?ting 
continued quiet; we were followed up by  the Federal cavalry, blit the1.e tcaa very litrle if any, 
skirmisl~iltg,and m y  recollection is that our impression was that  i t  was simply a force follow- 
ing our movements back t o  Five Fork3 for the purpose of watching them and not for any  
aggressive purpose ; I personallg remained in the front from nine until about twelve o'clock, 
everytliing being quiet. 

Col. Nayo, page 498 : 
Q. When you got  back to Five Forks'thnt morning, along the par t  of the line that  you 

occupied, what  mas the condition of youi*>ntrenchtncnts ? A. Tliere were none; me went to 
work immediately throwing up intrenchments ; we made a very respectable breastworlr, 
with what we llnd t o  work with, in about an  hour and a half or  two hours. 

Q. Were you attacked or gnvlesled wliile you were engaged in tltnt? A. No, sir. 

Col. Wood (W. W.) page 485 : 
Q: 'Then did Stewart's brigado first become engaged, and with what Federal force, the 

day ot Five Forks? A. After getting to Fivc For1;s and eating breakfast, I suppose about 
eleven o'clock in the morning, a sniall force of cavalry. not  numbering over 75 o r  100, 
rushed upon 11s just where we were throwing up works. We disposed of them very easi ly;  
and we were not molested avtg more-ttot a gzcn ,fired any more until atlacked in  t l~e ellening by 
@etie).al 1Varren's corps of' infantr,il on I?te ZefS. 

Gen. Corse, pp. 420, 421 : 
Q. On your portion of the line on the White Oak road, where did the attack come from? 

A. The  nttacl; came-commenced while we were in line there;  there were more than one or 
two demonstrations; they didn't amount to the dignity of an attack; J could not est in~atc i t  
a t  more, perhaps, than n squndron of cavalry gnlloping down in front of my line, and some of 
them jumped over the picket-line, and tlicy were fired upon from the  main line, and retired 
and rode off down the front of tlie line into the woods upon the left of my line, in I'ront of tlie 
White Oak road ; that  was early-about noon: there was some little demonstration; they 
came out tlieri and deployed some troops in the Gilliam field, and they were fired upon by tlie 
artillery; they didn't m:~lie nny nttack ; didn't get as  far, perhaps, as  my sliirmisllcrs ; that  
was early in tlie day, following the cavalry demonstration ; but later in the day this demon- 
stration by cavalry was made ; I didn't suppose by  more than a squadron ; I recollect turning 
to my a cljutnnt-general, and saying, " This is  riot nn attack; this is merely to develop our line 
-see where we are. The  attack is not to be n~ndc  here;" later in the day, some heavy 
infnntry firing commenced upon onr left. 

Genl. IV. H. I?. Lee, p. 632 : 
Q. During the middle of the day did you have any substantial engagement ? A. Notliing 

serious ; wc lind some sqoadron charges, and pos~ib ly  a regiment might have been seriously 
engnged ; but no general engagement. 

Capt. McCabe, p. 512 : 
Q. About what time of day was the first attack on your main line in front ? A. You 

mean the fight ? 
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Q. yes ? A. I think it was about Ilalf.past four ;. I cannot be exact. 
Q. ?fore that time there had been no substantial firing ? A. No; they had been feeling 

our position. 

An officer in Gen. Sheridan's position cannot safely make charges 
of slowness and delay against Gen. Warren. Tlle contrast between 
Gen. Sheridnn's operations of this forenoon ancl Warren's prompt des- 
patch of Bartlett to Gen. Sheridan's support the previous day is one 
whicli is not to Gen. Shericlau's advantage. 

Gen. Warren, while his division and brigade commanders were 
bringing up their men to tlie chul-cli, used his time to examine the 
grouncl, to throw out pickets, to confer with Gen. Sheridan, and get an 
nnde~:stnucling of his p1:tns for the battle, to superintend the formution 
of his corps, and to givo instrnctions to his subordinate commnncless 
as they reachecl tlie grouncl. Dicl not these matters demand liis per- 
sonal attention ? 

Tlle whole corps moved out from the rear of tlie Church together. 
A glance at the map and a t  tlie fclrmation shows that; Crawford's right 
brigade (Baster's) was in the woods when the corps was fornsed, and 
nearly the whole of it remninecl continilously in the woods until it stxuck 
the Sydnor field. Cramford's left brigade (ICellogg's) was in the woods 
nearly continuously until i t  crossed tlie White Oak Road into the 
second field to the east of tlie " return," the smnller field. Grillin's di-
vision was almost wholly in the woods from the very beginning of the 
advance until it came into the Sydnor fielcl. I t  formed in the woods 
and ltept there. 

The divisioas all nioved together in their respective situations, until 
Ayres got the fire on his left. 

Ayres' division, as soon as it was in the first fielcl to well for~v:~rd 
the east of tlle "return," got a fire in front from Munfortl's ca~a ' ry ,  who 
were under cover in the eclge of the ~voocls. 

Testimony Genl. JZunford, p. 440, has. to 9th Q. 

At almost tho same time Ayres got a still sharper fire ou his left 
flank from the direction of the "return." Ayres very promptly and 
hanclsomel.y, of his o a n  motion, cl~nnged front to tlie left, by flanking to 
the left anel filing to the left, and wheeling 11is reserve brig:~de(Win-
throp's) to the left, bringing it on the left of llis left brigade. The 
right brigade (Gwyn's) swung around on the right of the second a t  
double quick. Wintllrop, thougll an order nTas sent to him, had begun 
his movement before the order reacl~ed him. 

This was the tiine when the col~fusion, such as i t  was, took place 
in Ayres' division. Geu. Sheridan snj7s (page 100) : 

"Our s1;irmish line lay clown, and the fire of tlie enemy was very slight; the line became 
confused, and con~menced firing straiglit in the air. The poor fellolvs Iiad been fighting be- 
hind breastworks for n long period, and when they got out to attack brenstnorlis, they seemed 
to have been a little timid. I began to get nlnrmed." 



The testimony on this point does not bear out Gen. Shericlan's 
statement. Munford mas in a good position to see precisely how much 
that confusion mas. He says (page 450) that such confusion as there 
mas "mould have happened anywllere in the rvol.1~1 with that fire." He 
says again (page 453) : 

" We mere in position to fire ; they were not expectinq firc from us, when we opened by  
some marksmen as good as ever fired a gun, firing deliberately upon them ; i t  was nothing 
more tlian would happen anywhere else." 

This testimony is corroborated by Col. Porter of Gen. Grant's staff, 
Maj. G. A. Forsytli of Gen. Sheridan's staff, and by the testimony of 
Ayres. In  all probability many of the slrirrnishers dicl lie down. I t  
was tlie ordinary and proper thing to do. The evidence of Gen. Sheri-
dan as to Ayres' men being " timid," f19om their llavil~g fought "behind 
breastworlrs "solong, is meb by Gen. Ayres' testimony, given at  page 254 : 

"How did that line move up to tlie Wliite Oak road ? A. I had better describe, perhaps. 
what troops I had, in the first place ; as I formed my line of battle, tlie Maryland Second 
Brigade was on the left, ant1 the Tliirtl Brigade, Delaware and Pennsylvania troops, on the 
right front; in tlie rear was my Firat 131-igade, under Winthrop, which I came in com~nnnd 
of just before Gettysburg; they had fought through tlie T\Tilderness, at Spottsylvania, 
Bethesda cliurcl~ (Cold Harbor) ' ~ e t e r s b u r ~ ,  and upon the \Veldon Railroad, and never but 
once behind breastworks; they Iind fought in tlie open many times, nnd assaulted the  
enemy's breastworks many times; tliey numbered 800 out of 3,600 men with which I crossed the 
Rapidan; reduced from 3,600 to 1.50i) i n  the first twunty-six days;  I lost twelve colo~lels to 
nine regiments, nnd every field officer, in the Wilderness; tiiose were my First Brigade troops ; 
the Second Brigndc were four regiments of 3larylanders ; they came to me just before the 
Weldon Railroad ; I put them in on tlie railroad the first two days, and tlieg helped to win 
the battle in  tlie open; on tlie tliird day tlicy foupht behind breastworks ; tlien during the 
rest of the season they fought at different tinies and places, and never but once brliind breast- 
works, as mentioned before ; the last figlit they had was at  Dabney's Blills, in  the open, until 
they fouglit here (at Five Forks). 

Q. You mere on one side of tlie breastworl;~ here? A. Yes ; been there before with the 
same troops; the Third Brigade were Delaware nncl Pennsylvania $1-oops that came to me 
just after the Weldon Railroad ; tliey were a sort of re-enforcement to me ; sent to me by  
General Wnrren, but tlieg had tho anme fortune with the rest of my troops after that. 

&. Hnd you nny of the regulars of your division liere ? A. No ; tlie ~.egulars had been 
buried ; I had regulars, wlint were known as the regular division, before I \vent into the 
battle of Gettysburg ; I lefk one-half of them tliere, and buried the rest in tlie Wilderness ; 
there were no regulars left. 

What General Shericlan said as to those men, was not a generous 
thing for a Lieutenant-Gmeral in the United States Army to say of 
men who had Ron a battle for him, even if it had been correct. But it 
was not correct. 

To this confusion, sucli as it was, General Warren did not give his 
personal presence. I t  call liardly be urgcd by General Sheridan. or his 
counsel, that General Warren's presence was needed. For there was 
General Shericlan himself. There too, mere General Ayres and all his 
staff, besides all of General Shericlan's staff. 

At this time General Warren was giving his personal attention to 
Crawford and Griffin. T11e bringing i n  of Generals Crawf-3rd and 
Griffin was, as General Sbericlnn says, the important point at  that time. 
That is what Vurren mas doing. 



IV.-THE NOVEMENTSAYRES,FnOM THE TIHE WHEN HE CHANGEDO F  

FRONTTO THE ~ J E F TUXTIL THE END O F  THE BATTLE. 

Ayres' division, having changed frout to the left to meet the fire on 
his left, pressed on through the copse and carried the "return." 

This wits done mainly with tlle first and and second brigades ; the 
third (Gwyn's), wllieh was for the time disconnected, passed mainly to 
the ncnth of the " return," came up with Chamberlain on the west side 
of the Sydnor field, and was engaged with tlle enemy at t l ~ a t  point. 

Ayres, after carrying the " return," made a halt just within the " re-
turn," by tlie corn mand of General Sheridat], and afterwards moved 
mestwardly along the line of the White Oak road, being, during the rest 
of the btrttle, substantiaily not engaged. This halt must have lasted 
nearly half an hour. The lines mere reformed, ancl Ayres had u lurge 
number of prisoners to dispose of. 

V.-THE ~~OVENEN' IS  FROM THE TIME WHEN AYRESO F  CHAWFORD, CHANGED 
FROST THE END O F  THE BATTLE.T O  LEFTUSTI11 THE 

Crawford made no break from Ayres-Ayres made the break from 
Cmmford, as he was con~pelled to do, in order to meet the nt~expected 
fire ou his left flank. This brealc of Ayres from Crawford was 
the direct and necessary result of Gen. Sheridan's misapprehension as 
to the position of the ';return." 

The position of Crawford's clivision, at the time Ayres cl~anged front 
to tlio left, mas this : Easter's brigacle, on the right, lvas in the woods, 
north of the White Oalr roacl, about 500 yards from the road where they 
had crossed it on rr line drawn to the sear, perpendicular to their line of 
battle ; that is a matter of simple measurement 011 the map. Kellogg's 
brigacle, on the left, was also almost wholly in the woods, having then 
passed somewhat beyond the second field east of the "return," the 
smaller one. 

Warren, as soon as Ayres clianged front, seut orders to both Cmw- 
ford and Griffin to move to the left to the s~lpport of Ayres. 

Warren also Gent in person to Cramloril's left, establishecl a cetv 
line for Kellogg, orderecl Kellogg to change front to this new line, and 
to remain halted ui~ti l  Baster slloulcl form on his right. He  then went 
to Baxter ancl ordered hirn to form on the right of Kellogg. 

Test,imony of Col. Keilogg, p. 219 : 
Q. JTill you state what the first mas ? A. Allow me to premise by saying thnt Genoral 

J\rflrren came to me just at tlie time I had executed or partially executed that change of m y  
front and I received orders from him in person ; it was simply a reiteration of the orders I had 
formerly received from General Crawford. General Warren ~eenled to bu quite in earnest. 

Col. Rich:~rclson, p. 315 : 
Q. State it to us ns you recall i t? A. After me had crossed tlle White Oak road we 

were ordered to wheel and move in a lnore westerly direction; as we went in we received a 
direct order from General JITarren himself; the original order, as I understooci it, was that we 



were to n~ove  along the  line of the road -past the  church until we struck the White Oak road, 
and then there would be a general wheel; bu t  there mas a wheel made b y  direct orders from 
General Warren himself; the wheel of our brigade was made on a fixed pivot. 

Kellogg made his change of front, and was halted, waiting for Baxter, 
when Naj. Geo. A. Forsytb, of Gen. Sheridan's staff, ordered him to ad- 
vance immediately, which he did ;Kellogg then moved forward in his 
nevi direction. 

Testimony of Col. Kellogg, p. 219 : 
Q.  Carefill and minute in his directions? A. Yes ; he repeated subetantially the Fame 

order I had formerly received ; General Warren then rode away ; my command was receiving 
a very light fire ; I judged that there might be, perhaps, a skirmish line or  a piclcet line of 
the enemy in there; I lost one man wounded ; that I recollect distinctly, but I had m y  color- 
line out so as to form a skeleton line; I ordered my men to lie down t o  protect thorn from this 
fire temporarily until Baxter had formcd ; just a t  this  time Colonel Forsyth appeared in front 
of the Seventh Wisconsin Regiment., which was my left regiment, nly first line, and directed 
them t o  move forward, or gave them some order, I don't recollect precisely what it was ; I 
immediately rode out to Colonel Forsyt l~ and asked him who 11e was, and told him that  I com-
manded that  brigade, and if he had any orders, to give them t o  me, and he  says: "Your 
orders are to move into action," or  words to that  effect ; I asked him the question, and he  
gave i t  as coming from General Sheridan ; I asked him if Genernl Sheridan was aware of tbe 
fact that my brigade was the pivot of the change of front and tha t  they were t o  guide upon 
my right;  me had some italicised conversation about that time; I recollect precisely what i t  
was; I felt as  though I was in a dilemma; he replied that I had received my orders. 

Maj. G. A. Forsyth, page 316 : 
Q. Did you meet General Crawford himself about that Lime 4 A. Xo, sir ; when I got  

over t o  the line, naturally the first officer I met was, I think, a lieutenant-colonel, and I 
shouted, I said, "Swing in t o  the left here; the  fighting i s  here on the left," and almost im- 
mediately I went forward and met a colonel, I think, I am not  positive abont this, i t  11lay 
]lave been a brigadier-general, and he said t o  me, " What are you interferin with my brigade 
for ?"-I tliiuli tllese are the words-!' W 110 m e  you l" 1 said, " I am 8olonel Forsyth of 
General Sheridan's slaff, and I want you to swing this brigade in to the left." I am not posi- 
tive now, looking back a t  i t ;  we did not esnctly agree. He  seemed to be very deterrnined to 
have his on-n may. H e  sccmed to have his orders; lie seemed to understand hirnsclf. I 
was a little-well, not a little but a great deal-anno-yed, but there mas one thing certain, 11e 
did not  know me and I did not know Ilim. He said he must take his orders from people h e  
knew. I then turned to find General Crawford, whpm I knew slightly. I rodc over some 
distance and could not see him, then I came back again. Then 1 came across another officer 
who was commanding a brigade, nnd who, I think, was Colonel Kellogg. I str~tck his left 
ancl tried to swing them in. The colonel rode up and mas very indignnnt and wanted to 
know what I mas doing witlr liis brigade. 1told liim what I T\-anted to do was to swing thnt 
brigade in to the left b y  order of General Sheridan. H e  snid h e  had his orders from his own 
autliority, General Crawford or  General Warren, and said thnt he would take orders from 
either of them ; that he did not know me. I was very anxious t o  get the brigade in, and he  
was just as determined t o  follow out his instructions, and there was some conversation. 
I think the conversation was in italics for a moment or two;  then they kept on the road. I 
saw a t  once he  certainly knew what he  was about as regards his orders, and I was simply 
very much distressed. 

Kellogg passed through the Sydnor field, mainly between the Sydnor 
house and the Chimneys. The Sydnor house was for a time held by 
the enemy, who were dislodged by a detachment of ihe 91st New York. 

Testimony Col. Iiellogg, p. 320, Ans. to 1st Q." Col. Denslotv, pp. 334, 335. 

Kellogg then moved on to the Ford road, continutrlly pressing back 
the part of Munford's command which was opposed to him. 



. kaxter's brigade, when Kellogg had been taken away, mas left with 
no conilection on either flank. I u  pursuance of the order received from 
both Warren and Crawford, Eavter continued to move to the left as 
quickly as possible, and moved mestwitrdly to the Ford road. His 
brigade crossed the Sydnor field to tlie north of the Chimneys, with its 
right very near the extreme northern corner of the field. 

Testimony, Capt. Herr, p. 593, Ans. to 9th Q .  

Baster was lightly engaged by that part of Munford's command who 
were in his front, who continuully extended to their left to avoid being 
out-flanked. 

Testimony, Capt. Herr, p. 554, Ans. to 7th Q.
" Gen'l Mnnford, p. 418, Ans. to 10th &. 

Coulter, who was Crawford's rear brigade, a t  the time Ayres 
changed front to the left, was probably 300 or 400 yards north 
of the TITliite Oak road. H e  began at once to swing to the 
left, and moved forward througl~ the Sydnor field, somewhat to 
the ~011th of Kellogg's line of march. From the west side of the Sydnor 
field, Coulter moved westwardly to the Ford road, liis left passing 
through or near tlie clearing marked I?, where a sharp fire mas received 
from the enemy. 

Testimony, Gen'l JIunford, p. 446, Ans. to 2d Q .  
" 

" 	 Gen'l Coulter, p. 351, Ans. to 1st Q.  
Lt. Esmond, p. 359, Ans. to 2d Q .  

The statement so often repeated that Crawlorci drifted out of the 
battle is wholly imaginative. A simple measurement on the map shows 
that  Crawford's extreme right, passing through the Sydnor field, rested 
almost exactly where it mould have rested if Ayres had ciianged front 
at a halt, with no enemy present, with l ~ i s  left resting on the White 
Oak roacl, and if Cruwford had then been in close connection on tlie right 
of Ayres. The front of the 5th Corps as formed mas about 1,000yards. 
That would bring the right of Baster precisely ntllere the testimony 
shows i t  to 11ave been, in the extreme northern corller of the Sydnor 
field. That mas after a march through woods in a very rough country, 
when the enemy's fire, for a time t ~ t  least, must have considertlbly 
drawn them to the right. 

Bg the time the different brigades of Crawford's division reached 
the Ford road, they were tolerably well together. TVllen the greater 
part of them had crossed the Ford road, by comniend of Warren, they 
changed direction to the south to move against the force of the enetny 
on the Ford road. Tliis force mas Terry's brigade, nnder Jlayo, which 
liad beell ordered by Gen. Pickett From tile works on the Wliite Oak 
road to meet the advance of Crawford iu their rear. Two pieces of the 
enemy's artillery were also on t,lle Ford road. 

Testimony Col Mnyo, pnge 499-600. Ans. to 2d Q.
" Blaj. G. A. Forsyth, page 105, ADS. to 11th Q. 
" 

" Lt. Esmond, page 361, Ans. to 6th Q. 

" Gen'l Coulter, pnge 355, Ans. to 9th Q. 
Gen'l Cmwford, page 635, Ans. to 12th Q. 



Crawford's division then moved southwestwardly to tbe White Oak 
road, pressing this force of t11e enemy before them, a:ld crossed the 
works on the White Oak xoad on the north side of the Gilliam field. 
Baxter was farther to  the right and did not cross the worlrs. 

Testimony Gen'l Crawford, pnge 6'1'1, Ans. to 6th Q." 
" Col. I<ellogg, page 221, Ans. to 18th Q. 

Gen'l Coulter, page 352, Ans. to 1st &. 
" Capt.Herr,page666,Ans.t04thQ.
" Col. Denslow, page 335, Ans. to 7th Q. 

Cramford's division, led by Warren in person, then moved west- 
wardly along the White Oalr road, Baxter's brigade on the north side 
of the worlrs, Coulter's and Kellogg's in the main on the south side, all 
in connection with a portion of Custer's cavalry, under the command of 
Custer. The enemy made their last stand on the west side of the Gil-
liam field. T11e pursuit by the infantry ceased in or near the field 
marked V. 

Testimony Capt. Herr, page 657, Ans. to '7th Q." Lt. E. E. Wood, page 931, Ans. to 4th Q. 
" 

" 	 Gen'l Corse, page 423, Ans. to 11th Q. 

" 	 Col. Randal, page 702, Ans. to 6th St 7th Q. 

" 	 Col. D. L. Smith, page 605, Ans. to IStll &. 
Capt. B. G. Wood, page 830, Arts. to 10th Q.

"' Capt. Bcnynurd, p:lge 172, Ans. 17th Q. 
" 

" 	 Lt. Esmond, page 362, Ans. to 1st Q. 
Col. Denslom, page 336, Ans. to 4th Q.  

TI.-THE ~ ! ~ V E N E N T S  	 FRON TEE FINE WHEN AYRESO F  GRIFFIN'S DIVISION, 

When Ayres changed front to the left, GriEn had for some time 
been in the woods, having entered the woods almost immediately when 
the corps first moved forward. 

Inmediately on Ayres changing f rmt  to the left, Warsen sent orders 
to Griffin to move to the left and come in ou the right of Ayres. 

Testimony Blnjor Cope, p. 324, Ans. to 9th Q. 

Every effort was made by Griffin and his subordinate commanders 
to carry this order into effect. 

When Griffin reached a point in the woods near the extreme east- 
erly corner of the Sydno!: field, he halted his division. At that time 
Warren came to Griffin, told him he was too far to tho right, and 
ordered lli~n to move across the Sydnor field in a southwesterly direc- 
tioil and attack the enemy, who were then forming on the west side of 
the Sydnor field. Griffin moulcl probably havs made the movement if 
he had llad no order. Chamberlain, ~vitllout any order, hearing the 
heavy firing on his left, where Ayres wax engaged, moved his command 
in a southwestwardly direction by the left flank across the Sydnor field, 
and became eugnged nit11 tlle portion of the enemy who rallied on the 
west side of the field, north of the White Oak road. The force of the 
enemy at  that point mas part of Steuart's brigade, with such men of 



Wallace's and Ransom's commancls as had come back from Apes '  
assault,. Part of Gwyn's brigade (Ayres' 3d), as Cllamberlnin 1)ecarne 
engaged, came up on Chamberlain's riglit, having passed nortli of tho 
return and moved west across the Sydnor field. 

Testimony of Capt. Brinton, page 302 : 
Q. Did you see General Warren anywhere at  t,llat time? A. While I was stnnding a t  

the " Chimneys" General Warren rode up from the woods, which was then upon our rear a3 
i t  were, as if lie had come from General Ayres. He asked me where General Griffin was, and 
1told him I had just left birn below in the woods, and he had halted his command. General 
Warren then rode to Griffin, and they had some conversation. Then I afterwards saw 
General Warren go towards mliere I afterwards learned General Crawford was. 

Q. You saw them conversing? A .  Ycs. 

Chamberlain and Gmyn for a time had a quite sharp engagement, 
but pressed back the euemy in their front and captured rt large number 
of prisoners. Bartlett also moved from a point in tlie woods east of 
the Cllirnneys, near the edge of tlie Sydnor field, scross the Sydnor field 
westward. MThen the enemy on the west side of tile Sydnor field was 
broken, the greater part of Griffin's command moved westward, part of 
the division skirmishing throtigll the moods, but the greater portion 
moving with Ayres' division along tlie White Oak road. Two detach- 
ments of Griflin's command Warren found on the Ford road, where 
they had moved, passing around Crawford's right and rear. One of 
them he used as a reserve 011 the ~011thside of the Boisseau field, the 
other he sent to occupy the crossing of the Ford road over Hatcher's 
Run. This latter cletacllment had some s1;irmishing wit11 Rosser's cav- 
alry command, who were 011the north side of the Rib, and who made n 
demonstration to cross tlie Run at that point. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, who 
was present, got the impression that the Unitecl States infantry mere 
there in heavy fol-ce, ancl that an attempt by his cavalry to cross the 
stream would be fruitless. 

Testirnony Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, p. 471, Ans. to 6th Q. 

Another portion of Uriffin's comtuand (two regiments of Gregory's 
brigade) after moving to the northward, on Grian's riglib, returned to 
the White Oak road, and moved westi~ard along the IVhite Oak roncl 
in the rear of Ayres. 

The final advance of the cavalry over the euemy's works was not 
made nl~til Cr~wford bad driven Mayo clown to t l ~ e  earthworks on the 
north sidc: of tL6 Gilliam field. This is appareut from t l ~ e  fact that the 
cavalry, as the witnesses from b0t.h the cavalry and infantry agree, 
when they nent over the ~vol-ks, met Griffin's and Ayres' divisions 
coming in op their right. Sheridan was with the admuce of Griffin 
and Ayres. Crawford mas then considerably in advnuce of all df then1 ; 
for Warren, after he passed Slieridiin, moving rvestwnrd on the White 



Oak road, came up  again with Crawford's troops, who had some 
minutes earlier struck the works, after driving Mayo southward. 

The Confederate witnesses all agree, too, that their lines were un-
broken by the attack on their front. 

Testimony of Lieut. J. H. Blakemore, pages 1189-90 : 
&. Did you pass close b y  the Forks where you had guns ? A. Yes. 
Q. Do you recollect how many you had there ? A. I do not distinctly recollect tlie nuni- 

ber of guns ; I passed at  least three pieces of artillery. 
&. Posted at the Forks ? A. I cannot say they were posted there; they were halted 

there. 
Q. Were your artillerymen still at  their guns when yon, got there ? A. They seemed t o  

ine to be waiting for orders to take tlie guns off the field ; just a t  that moment, in riding by  
with General Ransom, I know an artillery~nan asked General Pickett, who mas there, wliat he 
should do with the artillery, and I recollect his telling the men to cut tile traces and take 
the horses out, which they proceeded to do ; that was when me mere retreating through tlie 
woods and along the White Oak road. 

Maj. G. A. Forsyth, pages 205-6 : 
Q. You continued with them from a place somewhere near the left of the enemy's works? 

A. I cannot tell where we struck their works ; I am not positive about tllnt, only we got in 
tliere a t  once; we went in and liad a pretty sharp fight in two or three minutes; they seemed 
to be surprised to find us there ; me seemed to have struck their flank, and they turned around 
and faced us. 

Q. General Crnwford's men struck the enemy that way?  A. What I menn to say is, 
the enemy, as near as I could judge, were evidently coming down that road, the Ford road. 
and that they sriw us and liad to go back; they were going towards Hatcher's Run. 

Q. H ~ r nmuch of a force ? A. I could only see part of it as i t  came out there, but it was 
a stlbstanttal force. 

Q. Then the part of our forces tliat you were with there liad a sharp fight for a little 
time upon the Ford road with 1he Confederates, who mere trying to get away to Hatcher's 
Run ? A I sliould jndwe so. 

Q. Was there any &ing. upon our troops by  tlieir artillery about that  time and place ? 
A. I do not think so, but I do not want to be positive about thnt ; there was some artillery in 
tlie road, and when we pressed up thelac I recollect one of the officers canie up and said, " I 
\\?ant you to bear witness thnt my regiment captured these guns ;" I recollect some dismounted 
cavalry getting in on tlie other side, on the south side ; they were corning down, and for a 
moment we had some pretty sllarp fighting-four or five minutes; the troops for a moment 
seenied to hesitate; I know tllnt Captain Martin, of General Sheridan's staff, met me there;  
tliat was after I had gone over to find General Cravvford ; we encouraged the men the best 
we co~llcf, and finally the Inen broke ovcr; I could not tell whether i t  was fin intrenchment or 
:I ditch tliat they broke over, and followed tlie etlemy out, and came out into a large deserted 
cotton-field ; the enel~ly forn~etE a line ncross that jiekcl and opened on us, and me had some pretty 
sharp firing ; I know 1lost tlie best liorse I ever had there, blown all t o  pieces. 

Q. What field was that ? A. Tlioy forced then1 back in here westerly, and just as me 
got in tliese woods we began to figlit; there mere two guns in the road captured. [Witness 
indicates on tho map south of Young's field.] After we forced the enemy throzcgl~ here I s a w  
the c a v a l ~ y  comiirg daahing doton the IVltitj Oak road-moilnled cava l rygo i~~gwest. 

Q .  \\'hose cavalry ? A. Our cavnlry, the First Cavalry ;where my liorse was killed 
tliere wa3 a sort of rail fence. and after me got into thejfickd this enemy made a slatld; our people 
drove them over a field. over there somewhere : i t  does not appear on the Gillespie map. 
[Witness indicates southwest of Young's field.] 

&. Can you fix where you tliink tho clearing was, as nearly as you can ? A. I have never 
been tliere since tlien ; I will tell yo11 why I am so positive there was a road ; because when 
my iinrse was shot, he ran about 60 yards after he was sliot in the head, and fell dead in  the 
corner of a field ; as our troops rushed by  me I sang out to Captain Lord, I think i t  was, and 
asked him to send me a horse; lie turned and said something, I do not know %hat i t  was, and 
in a few momcnls a 11  al: came back und aid there would be a horee there for me; I know I 
ran along will& the infatct, y fo~ .p~vhapsami le ,and then a Iiorse came to me ; then I went down 
the road, and after a wllile Icame back to where General Sheridan teas ;i t  zuas dark then. 



Gen. Chamberlain, pages 282-283 : 
Q. There was no continuous fighting after you reached the Ford  road? A. There was 

fighting up to the Ford road, but beyond that my command did not hnve ~nucli fighting; 
none to speak of. 

Q. Did you keep along to the westward? A. We l>uslied along to the farther edge of 
the field ; we went throng11 tlie woods along by the White Oak road, and the nortli of it, in  
as  good a line as we could keep. 

Q. Do you know what time of day i t  was when you reached the westerly e ~ d  of the 
enemy'e works with your brigade ? A. I do not think my brigade struck tlle westerly end 
of the enemy's vorks. 

Q. You went yourself, then ? A. 1 saw slial-p firing there. 
Q. About what time of dny was that  ? A. I t  was abor~ t  sunset. 
Q. Do you know whether that was with the cnvalry or not? A I judged by that firing ; 

1 tl~ouglit that was an infantry engagement; i t  was not with my troops. 
Q. TJTas it much of a fire? A.  I t  was :I very brisk fire; a ver-y sharp fire for n sliort 

time. 
Q Al~owt l ie r  i t  (lid not last more than twenty rninrites or  half an hnnr ? A. T h a t  fire? 
Q. Yes ? A. No, s i r ;  I do riot ttiiuk tiint sliarp, brisk fire lasted n~ore  tlrnn fifteen minutes . 
Col. Mayg pages, 501-502 : 
Q. I would like to fix the time as nearly as possible when the Federal infantry came into 

your rear and left; that  is, from the location beyond tliis clearing; I wish you would fix i t  
ns nearly as you can, in  reference t o  tlie time you came back and found Corm forming Iiis 
new line weht of the Gilliam field, perpendicular to the TITliite Oak road ; nbout liow long 
before you found Corse forming his new line was i t  that  you abandoned your position upon 
the Fvrd road ? A. I could only fix the time approxiriintely ; wlien I got back where Ge~iernl 
Corsc was, i t  was just about sundown or  n little after; tile interval of time was very brief 
between thnt, because me made haste to get  out of that place. 

Q. IIalf an hour would cover it, do you think, or  not P A. Yes;  I should say half an 
hour would; it, mns h ~ i t  a very short distance we hnd to go. 

Q IVIten you left the Ford rout1 ?bad your line i ~ i f ~ . o n t  Otrk road bcen broken ?of the lt'hite 
A. No, air ;still thcre were ?not of 111y regiment there when I came alosg ;General Corse hat1 
not relieved them. 

Q.  TXen you were drivel8 orit of position hy ilre 71teli mlto came in ~cpot, your left anti rear -l 
A. Y(s .  

Q. TVlicn you got  back to Corse's new line, bow long did you wait there? A. I did not 
wait a second; ns soon nu I heard whet he said I moved off into tlie woods and got  orit of liis 
way, and tlien was taken up by a youngster who didn't belong t o  the brigade-n cadet \vlio 
ran  away from the Military Institute to join the Seventh Regiment, and hnd picked up ont: of 
~ e n e r n l ' ~ u n f o r d ' shorses; he accommodated nle with a mount, and, tnking him behind me, I 
steered for the railrond. 

Genl. Corse, page 423 : 
Q. How long a stand did you make there, after you. changed the position of your line ? 

A. W e  stood there until i t  was nearly dark;  me didn't move off until i t  mas nearly dark;  
might have been six or seven o'clock ; I could see the flashes of tlie guns. 

Q. From mliich direction did the Federal forces come in on you after yon hnd forllied 
thnt  new line, and what were they ? A. They came across the Gilliam field ; r t~g  recollectiun 
i s  that  they were mounted men and infantry; they were infantry that came up the line on 
the north side of the White Oak road : they mere on each side; we kept up the direc-
tion of the fire, a kind of oblique fire across here; the fire of the men that were in  the  line 
was directed towards this part  of the field nnd then they fired obliquely ; they (the Federal 
troops) were sweeping u p  our fir& line of battle and mere on both sides of the White Oak 
road. 

The orders of Gen. Sheridan just before the advance of the Fifth 
Corps began were, that the cavalry should withhold their attack until 
they heard the fire of the infantry on their right. 

Testimony Capt. Sheridan, p. 216, Ans. t o  7th Q. 

Report Gen'l Sheridan, May 16, 1865. See Record, page 18. 




~vidently,-thestate of tlle atmospllere and the nature of the country 
mere such that the firing of the infantry mas heard but a very short dis- 
tance. The strongest evidence me can have on that point is the fact that 
the battle had been in progress for some time without its coming to the 
knowledge of either Piclrett or Pitzl~ugll Lee, who were just to the north 
of Hatcher's Run. They mere experienced soldiers, men who need 
no words in support of their gallantry. Before they collld cross 
Hatcher's Run, Cra~vfc,rd's troops or detached portions of Grifin's 
division (who moved substantially wit11 Crawford's right), were on the 
Ford road at the crossing of Hatcher's Rnn. These men of Crawford or 
Gritfin 11ad been engaged ~vitli Munford all the way through the ~voods 
to tilo Ford road, Ayres had carried the " return," and Chamberiain 
mas engaged with t l ~ e  enemy on the west side of the Sydnor field. Yet 
no sound of the battle had reached those officers north of Hatcher's 
Run. 

Gen'l Fitzhugh Lee, page 45'1, Ans. to 6th Q. 

Gen'l Humplireys, page 1160, Ans. to 4th Q. 

Col. Ives, page 882, Ans. to 2d Q. 


I n  the same way the cavalry, who were lying in the woods to the 
south of the White Onli road, probably heard none of our infantry fire 
until the infantry came very near to them. This is made a matter of 
certainty by the evidence. The testimo~iy given by those of the cavalry 
who mere at or very near Fire Forks is uniform to the fact that they 
made their final advance as soon as they heard the infantry fire that 
tliey had then substantially no opposition or delay from the enemy ;and 
the infantry and the cavalry came so closel. together at  the Forks that 
tliey have never been able to agree as to ml~icll got there first. Ayres 
and Fitzhugli (who n7as nearly the first nlan of the cavalry who crossed 
the works), met at  the Forks when Fitzhugh went over the works. 

Testimony of Col. .Fitzhugh, page 874, Ans. to 14th Q. 

The same thing took place 9.11 along the line of the works. The 
cavalry, according to their instructions, withheld their assault until they 
should hear the fire of the infantry on their right. And they did not 
hear tlle fire of the infantry on their right until the infantry sere  close 
upon them. 

I n  the same wily Custer charged across the Gilliam field when 
Warren, wit11 Crawford's men, moved along the line of the works on the 
north side of the field. 

Tcstiniony of Col. Denslow, page 1120, Ans. to ?t,h Q. 
Lt. E. G. Shirley, page 1109, Ans. lo 3tl Q. 

Doring the day portions of Custer's command had several sharp skir- 
mishes with a detachment of W. H. I?. Lee's cavalry, who were posted 
among the outbuildings south of BIrs. Gilliaol's house. The Confederates 
had at that point the u~lvnnt~age Theyof a cover, and of their artillery. 
mere able to maintail1 their position there until the very end of the day, 
Mrs. Gilliam and other ladies remained in the Gilliam House until the 
very en? of the engagement. 

Testiniony of (;rner:~l 12c:ile, page 617, Ans. to Y t l  Q.  
S.T.Gilliam, paqe 670, Ans. to 10th Q .  
Genl. W. IJ. F. Lee, page 635, Ans. to 9th Q .  



Near the close of the clay, Capehart and Wells, of Custer's command, 
made a circuit to the rear of the detachment of the enemy's cav-
alry which held around the Gilliam place. Capehart's testimony is  in 
parts, somewhat confused and contmdictory. But only one point 
needs correction, in order to make nearly all of i t  consisterlt and accu- 
rate. H e  says his left rested through the middle of tlle day on the 
White Oak road. The road wliicli he really rested on is evidently 
the road which runs so~itherly from the Gilliam house. That 
his left shoulcl have rested on the White Oak road is impossible. H e  
connected ou his right with Yennington, and Penuing.toli connected on 
his right with Fitzhugh, who mas on Devin's left. Pitzhugh's left mas 
nearly in front of the Forks. Capehart gives approsimirtely the lengtll of 
his line and Pennington's as about three hundrecl yarcls each. Xncl dur- 
ing tlle latter part of the clay Capellart was all the time in close connec- 
tion with Pennington. Bloreorer, following the line of his last move-
ment-his final charge-as he details it on his cross-examination, i t  is 
quite clear that he had, tllro~lgh the middle of tlie day, been under cover 
of the woods east of the G~llinm field ; that he then moved westwardly 
to the left and south of the tobacco barns, which mere aloug the road 
south of the Gilliarn house ; that he then crossed the strerim west of that 
road, then moved along west of the fielcl marked F: struck the 
White Oak roacl, then returned along the White Oali road, sad came 
upon the right of Cmmforcl's division where they were resting in the 
~voocls just north of the field V, on the north side of the TVllite Oak 
rond. This route harmonizes Capehart's testimony with all the other 
established facts. That is the only pltice in which he could have come 
upon Crswford's troops as he describes. The statement here given of 
his movements harmonizes exactly with the passage in Cust.er's report 
in these words : " My line was then facing in tile same direction towards 
which tllat of tlle enemy had faced two hours before." For Capehart 
had before his charge been facing westward, tlie enemy aronnd tlie Gil- 
liam llouse had been facing eastward, and Capehart, mllen he came back 
on the White Oak road, mas facing eastw:~rcl. When Custer says "my 
line," he obviously refers to Capehart's brigade. Capehart's mist:rke as 
to the White Oak road probably arose in this may. The direction of 
the roncl, which runs south from the Gilliam house, where i t  was in 
front of Capehart south of the tobacco barns, is not very different from 
that of the White Oak road as it runs for a short distance west of Five 
Forks. The enemy held the position around the Gilliam house. It 
mas very ilatural for Capehnrt to suppose t l~a t  that portion of, tlle enemy 
nrouucl AIrs. Gilliam's l~onse mas part of the enemy's maiu line, and was  
a prolongation of their line on the White Oak rond. 

The cavalry continued the pursuit wesbmard along the 'AThite Oak 
road. 

Gen. Nackenzie in the early afternoon, by orcler of Gen. Sheridnn, 
nttacked the enemy's cavalry at  the intersecticn of the Grump and 
Wliite Oak roads, and drove them. 

Leavir~ga small force to watch the Wbite Oak road, he moved nest- 
ward along tbe White Oak road and came in on the right of the 5th 
Corps about the time they crossed the road and mored northward 



across Hatcher's Run. Recrossing the Run he moved westward to the 
Ford road and relieved the infantry who had been placed by Warren to 
hold the crossing over Hatc!ler7s Run. 

The original intention of Gen. Slleridan mas that the movement of 
the 5th Corps shoulcl be a single turning movement. 

Tlle movements of the different portions of the 5th Corps, as they 
were eventually made, were successive turning movements, more thor-
oughly so than Gen. Slleridan had intended them to be. This will bo 
apparent when we examine the relative order of the movements made 
by the singlo divisions and detachments. 

(a.) At the time i~~lrew--Ayres front to tlre left to meet tlre fire oncl~anged 
1tis lcft : 

Eellogg cllangecl front to the left, and was halted : 
Baritel., ou Kellogg's right, was cllanging front to the left to form oil 

Eellogg. 
Coulter began to swing to the left, in the rear of Kellogg and 

Bnster. 
Grifiin also began to swing to the left in the rear of Coultor. 

Testimor~y of C;cn. Chamberlain, p. 272, and last Q., 1). 2'73, Ans. to 3d Q. 

(b.) At the time zo7te.lt Ay res car?*ied the "~ e t u l ~ n:" 
Griffin's division was moving soutl~~vestwardly througli tlle Sydnor 

field ; Chamberlain's brigade with one regiment of Gregory's had 
reached tlle point of t l ~e  ravine where i t  mnlres u sharp turn to the north- 
east just south of the Sydnor house ; Bartlett's brigade was near the 
same point. 

Testimony of Gen. Chnmberlain, p. 2'14, Ans. to 8th Q. 
6 I Col. IV. NT.Wood, 1). 494, Ans. to 8th and 9th Q. 

Cra~vford's clivision, with tlle exception of some stragglers who llad 
joined Griffill's cornmancl, bud by this time passed through the Sydnor 
field. 

Testimony Capt. Chester, page 383, Ans. 2d, 3d and 4th Q.  

Griffin must have gained greatly on Ayres when Ayres was cliang-
ing front, pushing througll the copse, and assaulting the " return." 

I n  tile same way Crawford must have been considerably i n  advance 
of Griffin. The mllole of Crawford's division started in advance of 
Griffin ; Rellogg's brigade was haltecl, iulrnediately chai~ged front on n 
fixed pivot, was the iusicle brigade, and had the arc of it mucll smaller 
circle on ~vliich to move. Griffin was in the rear of Crnwford'sevtreme 
right, so much so, that Griffin said in his report that he was on the 
right of the corps. 



(c.) At the time tohen Cl~anrbedainand Bartletl, 2uith Gau;?ln's brigade 
,from Ayres, toere engaged on the west side qf the SydnorJie7d : 

Ayres' two brigades were halted inside of the return. . 
Crawford's division was engaged on and near the Ford road. 

Testimony of Capt. Brinton, page 311 : 
Q. Did you know n71iere General Cramford had gone with his division, a t  that  time ? A. 

When I got into tliat moods I met some of Generill Cramford's stragglers, and I asked them 
where the division was, and they said General Cramford was allcacl ; but before I got  back I 
heard this firing, when General Crawford struck off on the Ford road. 

Q.Meantime were the  enemy upon this line of breastworl;~ running from the White Oak 
road nortli, on the westerly side of the Sidney field ? A. They were not tliere very  long ; 
while I was leaving there 1heard musketry-fire from General ~hambcrlain 's  troops, and they 
drove them out. 

To understand how early Crawforcl reached the Ford road, and how 
far he was in aiivance of Ayres' and Griffin's divisions, it is only neces- 
sary to connect some of the events which are clearly established by tlie 
evidence. 

When Cranrford's division was engaged on tlle west side of tlie Gil- 
liam field, Chamberlain had just come to the east side of tlle field. The 
interval of tirue between Chamberlain's reaching the east side of tlie 
Gillium field and the encl of his engagement on the west siclo of tlle 
Sjdnor field, could not have been very long; for his advance along the 
Wbite Oalc road, after t l ~ e  end of his engagement, was uninterrupted, 
and must have been pretty rapid. On tlie other hand, tlie interv:~l of 
time between Cmwforcl's reaching tlie west side of the Gilliam field aud 
h i s  reaching the Ford road must have been considerable ; for after 
crossing the Ford road his division changed front, became engaged with 
Mayo's brigade, pressed them badi to the White Oak roncl, had a slight 
clieck there (some witnesses make it as long as teu or fiEteen minutes), 
and then advanced over the field. All these things toolc time. More-
over, some of Cmmford's men (or some of GrifYio's men, who could not, 
up to that point, have been in advance of Cmwford) firecl on Pickett 
when they reached the Ford road, just after lie crossed Hatcher's Run 
to go up to Five Forks. Piclcett reacl~ed Five Forl;s, and mas in active 
command there ; and it was he mlio ordered Mnyo's commancl from 
the line of works to meet and oppose Cramford. Mayo's command 
marched from the Forks down tlie Ford rottcl, ancl met Crawford near 
the Boisseau field. Gilliarn testifies, too, that he found Picliett person- 
ally iu command a t  tlie Forks, and that then tlie United St:~tes infantry 
(which must have been Cramford's men) were moving up in their rear, 
and that he (Gilliam) tlien weut along the TVllite Oak road to tlie west 
of tlie field ;ancl Corse's ne~v line was not then formed, ancl their line was 
still unbroken along tlie works. UcCsbe's testimony corroborates 
this. 

Testimony of S. Y.Gilliam, page 669 : 
&. Facing mliicll way ? A. South, corning up  the Ford road to the Forks. 
&. Iiow do you know tliey mere Federal infantry ? A. Uecause 1 Eaw the colors and SRTV 

the uniforn~s ; they con~lnenced firing up tliat way. 



Q. What  did you suppose them to be when you first saw them? A. I thouglit they mere 
Confederate troops ; 1noticed the line when I went there ; I just glanced-paid no attention 
to tliem ; I mas tliere a minute or  so a t  the forks of the road ; when firing opened, I looked 
back ; I thought tliey were Confederate troops until - I saw them fire that  may and those 
horses fall. 

Q.  Did you notice the colors and the uniforms? A. Yes; I saw the " stars and stripes " 

and the blue uniforms. 


Col. Mayo, pages 499, 500 : 
Q. Was your line in front carried about this time ? A. No, s i r ;  soon after I sent this 

regiment-how long, 1 eould not tell, everytliing was passing very  rapidly-Major Pickett. 
General Picliett's brother and adjutant-general, rode up to me and told me that tlie general 
said I must dram the rest of my brigade out and bring it t o  him, leaving one regiment until 
General Corse could extend the intervals and occupy my place, leaving one regiment in the 
original line on tlie White Oak road ; I left tlie Third there, and filed off by the left flank 
with the others down the Ford road, at  right angles to my original line ; I had not gone over 
200 yards ; I did not ge t  to  that open space indicated on this map [Young-Boissean field] ; I 
did not get as  far as  tliat; there I met General Pickett jn the moods, and he  told me, re- 
marked, verbatim: " Colonel, the enemy are in our rear, and if we do  not drive them out, 
we are gone up ;" I said tha t  mns perfectly apparent to everybody ; he said : " File off t o  
the left and, with your right resting on this road, advance until you strike tliem." 

Q.  [Cotton map No. 3 shown witness.1 Show to tlie court the line of battle your brigade 
tool; u p  tliere, arid the direction. A. My left was resting on the  Ford road a t  Five Forks ; 
and my impression is  that  tlie right of the brigade mas a llttle in front of the Gilliam field. 
because I know I rode down there to my skirmish-line when I wanted to re-establisli it. B I I ~ ,  
to  begin a t  tlie point I left off, I filed off down the Ford road ; I moved down there some distance, 
about 200 yards nol-th [about two-thirds of the  way to the sout.11ern end of the Young-Bois- 
scau fieltl]. At  that point 1met General Pickett in  the road on his horse. I at  once directed 
Col. I'lowery to file the Seventli Regiment to the west of the Ford road. That  regiment., and 
tho First Virginia nest  to  it,  lrad gotten in position ~ v h e n  our people gave WRY over liere. 
[Indicates in the direction of the clearing mnrked F to the east of the Ford road.] The  other 
regiment, the Twenty-fourth, hnd not gotten in line. I immediately faced i t  front, ni,d General 
Pickett and I together pushed i t  in there very rapidly with some of the men of the Ninth Vir- 
ginia. I recollect seeing Colonel Phillips, and some other officers wlio rallied some of thoee 
men behind us;  and we succeeded in re esttiblisliinq the line tliat they fell from. And then i t  
was for the first time I saw that  we mere engaged in front, as  our line tlien was. 

&. J\'ill you draw the positions, as nearly as  you can, of your line as  i t  was tlien formed; 
give us the position of jt a s  well as  the direction ? A. [The witness then marks the  posi- 
tions.] 'l'wo regimcnls, First and Seventli Virginia, were on the right, resting on the Ford 
road about two-thirds of the way from Five Forks to the Young-Boisseau field, on a line per- 
pentlicular to the Ford road. Tlic Twenty-fonrtli Regiment was moved over, facing north- 
east, towards that open plnce marked F, to  repair the loss of the line of battle tliere. I would 
not  bc r~~atliematically accurate in that statement. 

Capt. BIcCabe, page 513 : 
It mas tlie first time I 11nd heard this firinq in  tlie rear, o r  rather  I did not 7bear tlie fir- 

ing. I t  was then I first noticetl that some bullets came over from tha t  tlirection-the balls 
were the first tliiny I ~ ~ o t i c c d .JVlien Hall came up to me, lie came t o  find Colonel Pegram, 
t o  get  orders, and SRW liim lyinq on t l ~ eground. H e  said: "The  men are running back from 
the rear, and I don't know where to move my ambulances." I said: " Move your ambulances 
down the road"-I did not know tlie name of the road.-" and I will bring -colonel Pelrram 
up the roatl itnd ~ u e c t  you." Tliat mas tlie Ford road. H e  tlirned off and went awayain a 
great hurry. I got the litter corps tliere in n very short while. Tlic fire then was increas- 
111~;so n~uch  so tlint the men of tlie litter corps lay down and I had to threaten to hur t  
them if they (lid not take ('olonel Pegram up and carry him off. 

Q. The firing was from tlie left and rear of your main line ? A. Yes;  left, rear and front. 

All these fitcts make i t  clear &n<t-celrtaiathat Blnkemore is not mis- 
tnlcen when he testifies th:it he heard the guns on the Ford road to his 
left and rear while engaged on the west side of the Syduor field against 



Chambsrlain. Those guns must have been the ones which Coulter engaged. 
At the same time when Chamberlain was still engaged on the west side 
of the Sgdnor field, Ayres was still in the rear of Chamberlain inside 
the " return." 

Testimony of Lt. J. H. Blakemore, pages 1188-9 : 
Q. State from what direction tlie United States forces came in upon you across the field? 

A. My impression about our left mas that i t  was being driven back upon our centre, and that 
the left and centre mere being tlirown together back on the right. The movement was in a 
sort of turn, driving our .left and centre back upon our right, and putting us in n pocket. 

Q. Did you hear the firing upon your left? A Distinctly.

&. Wl~cn you speak of your left now, do you mean as you mere then formed ? A. I am 


talking about the formation in  these woods. 
Q,. Then theleft of your new line was being turned ? A. Yes. 
Q. Did you liear the firing to your left? A. Yes; i t  seemed to me we heard 

i t  froni alrnost elvery direction ; I felt satisfied that we were pretty nearly surrounded, if not 
completely so;  I can state that I lieard firing to my left as we were newly formed-northerly 
part of the Sydnor field, west of tlie ravine. 

* * ?+ * ?+ ?+ ?+ * * * 
Q. Tlien you saw the artillery upon the Ford road; do you refer to artillery a t  the 

Forks, or fartlier up lo tlie norlh towards Hitclier's Run ? A. I refer to artillery liere (wit- 
ness points to a point on the Ford road, just south of the Young-Boisseau field.) 

&. Tlie artillery fire seetnetl to you to be tliere ? A. Yes. 

&. Wllnt did you suppose i t  to be when yo11 heard i t ?  A. The artillery of the enemy ? 


The general features of the eng~gement, then, are these : Gen. Sheri- 
dau intended to have the 5th Corps, as it moved to the front, strike the 
angle of the works, and turn the enemy's left. Although, tllrougl~ his 
misapprehension of the enemy's position, he exposed the flank of tlie 5th 
Corps directly t,o an enfilading fire from the return, yet that diflicnlty 
was successfully uiet by Ayres. Fortunately, too, for Gen. Sheridan, 
Jfunford was ut~nble to get the enemy's artillery at the " return," and to 
play on the flank of the 5th Corps as it moved up in one solid mass. 
,Warren, too, very quickly got - Crawford aud Griffin arouud on Ayres' 
right, turuing tlla left flank of the portion of .the enemy engaged \\?it11 
Ayres. In  the same way Crawford, by his contiuued adviiiice move- 
ment, turned tlie flank of tlle enemy engaged with Clianiberlain. 
Tlie a t t s s  of A I: tic1 Cliatnberlaiu were very handsomely made. 
~ ~ t - & ~ ~ & ~ 0 ~ ~ b 1 e - d o p c b t - t 1 1 ~ tChamberlain's getting in the 

nrear of the " return " was &-all-preb~bility t 4 y ~ u s e , o f&res'-captor-
andA%tt%ra\<K3YS;Ake t ting in the 

on the west side of tlie 
was, k-d~mb&i l ib tc~the 

cause of Chamberlain's getting so many prisoners as he did. For i t  
had not been t l ~ e  llnbit of tlie Confederate infantry to throw doivn their 
arms, rns11 over tlieir own enrtlrmorks, and surreider (as tlie witnesses 
say they clicl here), when they had an enemy only i u  their front. The 
movements of tlie different divisions of the 5th Corps, i n  short, mere, as 
was said before, a succession of turning movements, entirely different 
from augblli~~g $tended.whicli had been~~~~r@l..y 

Tlle main featnres of the,,eng@emeu%, then, were tliese : 
There was a misapprehension (for rvliich it is concecled that Warren 

was not responsible) as to the position of the enemy's works, which 

mailto:been~~~~r@l.


were the object of the attack of the 5th Corps, these works being sup- 
posed to be nearly t,hree-quarters of a mile to the east of the point 
where they really were. 

This n~is,zppl.ehension as to the position of the enemy's works ex- 
posed the left flank of the entire infantry force, a corps of 12,000 men, 
to the fire of that portion of the enemy's works wllich were tlie object 
of the :~ttnck. 

It was necessary, in consequence of this misapprehension, to make 
new clispositions of tlie infantry to meet the enemy's true position. 

These new dispositious were made by Warren and his division and 
brigade commandels. 

Tile break between Crawford and Ayres was caused by this mis- 
apprelle~.sion as to the enemy's positiou, and the act of a st,aff officer 
of Oen'l Sllericlan in ordering forward the pivot brigade of Crawford's 
division wliile tliese new disl)ositions were being made. 

The morements of tlle different portions of the 6th Corps then be- 
came a succession of turning movements : Ayres turned the left of the 
enemy's main line ; Griflin's division .turned the left of that portion of 
the enemy with wllicll Ayres was engaged ; Crawfoscl turned tile left of 
that portion of tlie enemy with which Griffin's division were engaged. 

Each of these successive turning movements, being made in a tllickly 
woodecl country, and the opposing force of the enemy being very small, 
was quicli and successf~~l. The different clivisions of the 5th Corps 
were thus enabled to get in the rear of tlie successive positions of tlie 
enemy aln~ost before tlieir presence could be lrnown, and thus made 
possible the capture of many prisoners. 

Tlle cavdry from the front moved over and along the works a t  and 
west of Five Forks after Crawford began to move up the Ford road 
towards Five Forks in the enemy's rear, when the enemy no longer 
made any effort to hold tlieir works in force. 

Warren moved wit11 his corps when it advanced from Gravelly Run 
Churcl~. No one believes for a moment the statement that Warren 
remilined bebind sitting on n log. 

From that time, Warren's movements are best given in his own 
words : 

Testimony General Warren, page 749 : 
&. Than, did you, yourself, see that Getier~l  Ayres got a fire on his left flank? A. Yes. 

Seeing this skirmish fire coming, and not finding any line of battle on the Wliite Oak road, I 
thougilt i t  n~o re  probnble that tile line of battle was in the edge of the timber ; so everytliing 
moved right on towards it. Wc found the road in rr differerit direction from what I expected. 
I thougl~t  it, the road, mas east and west. but i t  was so~itheast and northwest, so that if we 
had been marching due north the right of our line would have struck i t  first. As this fire 
was coniing in our front, of course that mas the tliing to march for. We went on until Gen-
eral Ayres caugl~t a fire on his left, after he had crossed the Wliite Oak road. Then lie im- 
mediately made a change of front, very promptly facing his nearest brigade by the left flnnk, 
d l i ~ gi t  to the left so as to face the fire that was then coming from his previous left. The  



other brigade on Ayres' right changed front and came around on his right-I think a t  double 
quick. Tlie brignde in reserve, under General Wintlirop, as soon as Ayres' division came 
under fire, just a little north of Bass' house, halted. I t  is not proper for a reserve to go  under 
fire until i t  can be of bome use ; tliat halting was, therefore, proper. At tliis time, I should 
think a large portion of General Griffin's and General Crawford's conimarlds were nearIy out 
of sight in the woods north of the TVhite Oak rond ; and tho left of General Cramford passing 
by  General Ayres' right, if tlie marc11 continued, would liave passed right on in the direclion 
in which we started, a t  right angles with the line of battlc at  Gravelly Run Cliurcli. Sccirrg 
that  t l ~ e  figlit for the angle of the works wns going to come on Ayres instead of Crawford, as 
we had planned it. I sent an officer to Griffin to come in in tllat direction as quiclcly as he 
could to s~istain Ayrcs. I then went to the left of Crawford's division, I<ellogg's brigade- 
Crawford liiniself mas already in the woods-and I told Colonel I<ellogg to cllange the direc- 
tion of liis brigade by wlleeling to the left, and establish a new line of battle at  r i g l ~ t  angles 
with liis previons movement. and hold the pivot. He did so. I saw liis new line establisl~ed 
b y  markers. Then I passed into the woods, to the riglit, myself, and communicated tlie order 
to tlie next brigade on tlie right. I think I succeeded, perhaps, in doing that; buL I did not 
find General Crawford. I t  was an anxious time, as Ayres was alone by hirnself. I did 
not pursue lliat any further, and I came back into the opening. I sent st.nff officer$ after 
Crawford to tell liini that  he must make a wheel to tlie lcft at  once, and keep closed in to the 
left of the brignde that I had already established in the new direction. I was so long in the 
woods that, 1 tliink, when I came out l<ellogg's brigade was gone ; I now know it was I<el-
Iogu'z brigade. I could not undcl*stand why i t  should liave left t l~ere  ; i t  embarrassed m e  a 
good deal ; so I remained t l~ere  in the field wliere everybodj could find mo and see rile, not 
far from where the left flank of I~ellogg's brigade had been hulted, arid contiriucd to serld 
officers t.o General Crawford and General Griffin until, I tliink, I liad nonu left. And wllilc I 
was tllcre, I think the first time, General Sheridan came to me. IIe seemed to be nlucll 
pleased. IIe said, " We flanked them gloriously." Then tlie failnrc of the other 
troops to appear on the ground made liim anxious. H e  said Griftin and 
Crawford werc going . too far off from the place wliere they ought to 
be, and that he liad sent several of liis staff officers after them. I told 
him I liad sent every one of mine, but I thougllt lie need not be alarmed, becnrlsc they mere 
too good soldiers to go very tar away from the fire if there was no encnly on tlicir front, a r~d  
that lie could rely upon tlieir not going too far, and all would be riglit. The interval tliat 
elapsed sermed long. I rcrnained there awhile, because I knew it  was better I sliould be 
where I coald be found-to give directions-than it would be to be ricling around wlien L 
might uot be wanted, arid so that no one could find me when I might be wantcd. Then I 
started myself, and I tliink I struck into tlie road that lends nortli fro111 Bass', across the 
W l ~ i t eOak road and into the woods ; and I came out in that clearing at  the nortlieast corner 
of tlle Sydnor field. That nortl~east corner is depressed; tile ground there is irbor~t, prob- 
ably, eiglit or ten feet lower than i t  is out half way between i t  and the Chimneys; and there 
I met Brinton, of GI-ifin's staff; and I liad m y  escort with me, and rny lieadqnnrters' flag; 
:ind we rode out illto the field, on that openirig. When me got out on tliat field we got a 
very heavy volley, right across the Sydnor field, from the direction of the Sydnor liouse. 
Tliat sliowed me wliere the enemy was in that part of tlle country; and I got news from 
Urinton that Griffin was not far from there, and I waited a t  that point to gee what the devel- 
opments would be. 1liad not waited there very long before General Griffin's division ap- 
peared in tlint opening, moving southrvest by the lcft flark. I then saw General Griffin, and 
had a conversation with him, and told liinl I wished him to attack riglit across tliat field in 
the directiob where that  firing was coming from. He irnnlediately proceeded to niakc liis 
dispositions to niake tliat attack. Having satisfied myself tliat lie understood what I wanted 
liirn to do, I then went back as quickly as I could to where General Ayres was. A t  that 
time, I think, lie liad already carried the angle, so that be llad 1,000 or 1,500 prisoners there. 
Finding that he was all right a t  that timo. I started back on tile road again, past tlie Sydnor 
field, arid went to find General Crawford. I had a first-rate horse, and I went on as 
fast as anybody could through those wooda. I followed a line not very different from one of 
tliose pencil lines that some of the officers (witnesses in this court) drew on that map, Cottori 
Iilal) No. 3, crossing tlie run in tlle Sydnor field. just in the moods below or to tlie nortli of 
the clearing. As 1did that I turned southerly, to the line from wlierr! I left the road tliat 
runs nortliwest to that point D. Tlrere I got a good intimation of where Crawford's men 
werc going. becn~lae tliere mere wounded men all along the trnck; and I follo\vect riglit along 
aftcr tlieni, and fou~rd General Cramford on liis line across the Boisseau field, facing nearly 
most, and in very good order. I was glad to see his division in such good order. I imme-
diately rode to him, an 1 told liim to change his direction a t  once t o .  tlie southward, and 
move down upon those guna that were firing south of us. I presumed that they werc nt 



the Forks, and i t  turned out that  they were. General Crawford immcdiatcly 
executed tliat movement with a great  deal of promptitude. Soon after they 
disappeared in the woods; we followed them up behind. There mas a very lieavy fire for a 
~ h o r ttime by  the troops opposed to them, facing northward. I liave since learned that  they 
were part  of ilfayo's brignde. Before I left the field (Boissenu field) I wns nncertain what 
might be the fate of that  attack, for I knew i t  mas vital for the enemy to stop tliat udvnncc! if 
they could. In tliis operation I fonnd a portion of Bartlett's brigade, Griffin's clivision, in the 
Uoissean field moving t)y the  flank southeast, as  if t o  join their brignde. I halted them very 
near tlie soutlieast angle of the P?un,rr-Boiseeau field and faced them towards tlic Five Forks. 
eo that  if t,hel-e mas any break in the line, or any  rush made to get  out there, we would have 
a lilic to meet it. I would remark about i t  that those were about ns tired a set of men as I 
ever saw. Tliey litid run so th:lt they were :rlmost out of breath ; but tliey took my order 
and faced in t>liat direction, and I staid with them. Soon after tliis firing ceased in our front 
-all the firlng censetl for the time being; our line evidently had carried everytlling before 
tliem. I saw some prisoners run out from the woods. 1 gained informalion of that  fact 
from them, too. I then told then]-this detacliment of Bartlett's brigade--to face the other 
wnv, to face about. so as to prevent anything coming to re-enforce from the north side. Then 
I st'arted to move southward, on the Ford roacl, t o  the Forks, and, as  we llacl just got to about 
the edge of tlic! woods a regiment, or n sninll brigade-it wan, I suppose, not more than a regi- 
ment- of cav:ilry came down that  road, goiog north by that  road, a t  a gallop. Of course, 
t l~ese  troops of Bartlett lay right ncross their track, and I knew no enemy had gone 
north up on that roatl; tliere was nothing for them to pursue in that  direction. I hailed tho 
commanding officer, kept pace with him a fen? seconds, and told hirn to file his nirn to tlie 
left arid keep that direction. I-Ie obeyed that  order at  once. As  soon as  the rear of the col- 
umn wolild let me pass I went south on the road. Just  a t  that time, whilst I was Iialting, I gave 
Coloriel Spenr, as  11e has testified, directions to take a sufficient number of men aritl go  down 
t o  tlie crossing of IIntclier's Run and hold it. I mas under tlie iml,ression that there was R 
briclge there a t  tliat time. I told him riot to  let  it be destroyed. But  I believe tliere mas no 
bridge therc. EIe became very  sharply engaged. as  I learned aftermardv. As  soon ns the  
rear of the cavalry would nllow I passed down the Ford road S O U ~ ~ I F R ~ ' ~ ,  and thcn turned 
off to my r ixht  on the White Oak road. Somewhere there I gave instructions to General 
~rnwfor'd-somewliere to the \vest of Five Forks-that he must change his direction axtiin 
nncl pursue tlie enemy in a wescer:y direction. I think I did that  before I cnnie in ~ i g l i t  of 
the Gillinni field. I had no idea that there \\.as such s field there until I came to the east 
edge of it. When I came there, there were considerable many of our men ranged along that  
woods, ant1 tho firing that  came across from the  other side-west side-against tliem was 
consiclerable, so that thero was no advancing out from the shelter the timber p v e .  There 
were a great mnny men shouting to go f o r w r d ,  but. tliere was no advance tit 1111. I saw 
that  the only way to get  tlie troops to advance mas to get  the color-bearers out, which 
o u g l ~ t  to l ~ a v e  hcen done when the  command "Forward!" was given. I 
enconraged them to do tliat. I took m y  own flag, went out in to  tllc field; 
then the color-bearers went otit with me. The  firing a t  that point was not vcry heavy, but it 
wns enough to stop tho men who did not have some one to lead them in  tlieir disorganized 
condition. TVo then bcgan to nlove across the field. everybody coming on with a great deal of 
eagerness ngain ; nntl the firing was comparatively mild until me got  more tlinn half way  
ncross tlie tield. About half way across i t  a staff-officer came to me from General Custer, who 
wns south of me. This  officer told me tliat General Custer's line would advance with me. 
B y  that  time the firing was beginning to be vcry lively. As  we kept movirig on, we moved 
steadily-no donble-quick-when we approached the angle in  the northwest part of the field, 
there was, beliind tlie breartworks, a regular line of battle that held i ts  tire until we were 
close to the angle ; thcn i t  gave us a volley which killed a good lnnny men ; t l ~ a twas very 
severe a t  that point; but before they could load thcir arms again we were inside of their 
works; and we captured many men. The line, to m y  eye, was full, sorrie facing southward on 
u line extending half-way t l ~ r o u ~ l i  a good many along the return ncross the tliat woods-and 
yoad. I tliinl; tlint tliere were% line fully 500 or 600 men, wit11 arms in tlieir l~ands,  and 
two or  three battle flags. As  tho me:, fired tlieir volley at  us they threw down their arms 
nnd ran into our lines and went on to the rear. None of us took any notice of them as  we 
pushed on after them. 

B y  tho Court : 
&. What  do you mean b y  saying they passed your lines and yon went on after them ? 

A. Not after thern, after the others-if there were any more. Wc passed them, keeping our 
line. were going on until mo got, probably, as  far a s  the point in tlie road-on the White Oak 
road;  perhaps half a mile beyond that ;  and then there was no longer any  enemy in sight, 



and only, apparently, a little skirmishing in the moods to our right, which I took to be the 
fighting between this cavalry that I l ~ a dturned off and the enemy's rear guard of those that 
were trying to cover the witlidrawal of the rest. I then saw there was nothing more we 
could do, and I sent back General Bankhead for orders to General Sheridan, to learn what he  
wished, and waited a little while. During tliat time General Custer, himself, passed me, on 
my left hand, and spoke to me. 

Genernl Bankhead came back to me and said that my orders had been sent to me; and 
very soon aftelvards t l ~ e y  arrived, brougl~t by Colonel Forsyth, relieving me from duty. That 
very much astoriislled me; and I immediatelyrode back on the road and asked General 
Sheridan what i t  meant. 

Q,. You got a written order? A. Yes; the only answer I received from l ~ i m  was, " 1  
must obey the order." 

(2. Tlie written order was the one relieving you? A. Yes; i t  has been read before 
here. 

At one time on that field tlle question ~vas  asked, " Where is War- 
ren ?" Where mas he not? is a qnestion mllicll might be aslred and to 
which no answer can be given. At every point of the battle field, at 
tlle precise place where he could be of service, a t  the precise time when 
he could be of service, by sonle strange cllance he was at  haucl. TVas it 
,z chance? Or is it the fact tllst one man on t l~nt field had a keen eye 
to seize a situation, and il, keen mind to devise the measures to meet i t ?  
Although many of the witnesses here testify that they did not see their 
own division commanders at any time during the entire day, yet so it is 
that nearly every single man of them saw llTarren. His own evidence 
as to his movements ou that field can be thrown out of this case, except 
that it is a string on which to connect the events given us by other wit- 
nesses ;and me conld get his movements from tlle stories of other wit- 
nesses. At every point Ms testimony is confirmed by other witness6s, 
if i t  needed confirmation. 

At the opening of the next day, 27th July, 1881, Nr. STICENEY 
proceeded : 

If the Court please : I find tllnt in my argument I have omitted 
one portion of General Sheridan's Statement and of his testimony, 
which benr very directly on the main point of the operations of 
tlie day of the battle of Five Forks; that is, the point of the misappre- 
hension as to the position of the enemy's ~vorks which the Fifth Corps 
mere to take, and which is so very material and very conclusive that I 
think, upon the whole, I am justified in calling the attention of the 
court to it at this point, though it is sornewllnt out of the order of my 
argument. The court, of course, have it in mind that that point is, that 
Gen. Sheridan expected thst the Fifth Corps, as formed at Gravelly 
Run Church, were to strike with their front on the angle of the enemy's 
~vorks. I did call tho attention of the court to one or two sentences of 
that Statemeut ; but the passage immediately followillg malres it so clear 
and conclusive that I will ask to read the whole of it. Gen. Sheridan 
says: 

Statement of Gen. Sheridan, page 53: 

I knew tliat the left flank of the enemy was turned to the rear, so as to make n right 


angle with tlie XThite Oak road. I did not know the extent of that reverse flank, nor its 

strength, but i t  was tlie objective point of the attack that was mndc by  the Fifth Corps, and 

when it, was carried, the remaining portion of the enemy's works would be taken in rear, I 




presumed that an extent of front of two divisions was enough to cover the works of the enemy, 
and supposing that I mould meet mith a pretty obstinate resistance, I put orle division in rear 
as a reserve, and for the purpose of turning the  extreme left of the enemy's line, after the two 
front divisions and Merritt's cavalry had become hotly engnged. 

H e  confirms that in  his testimony on page 116 : 
When the two divisions of Ayres and Cramford became hotly cngaged mith the enemy, 

I supposed that probably all the infantry were engaged against them ; then 110 [Griffin] 
was to slip around on their left flank and turn the position. That was the conversation I 
had mith him ; and I was eo anxious about i t  that I saw Griffin, and had this conversation 
with Griffin, so that he would be able to take advantage ; so that he would fully comprehend. 

Q. Those were the instructions you gave to him?- A. That was tho conversation I had. 

Gen. Chamberlain also gives his understanding to the same effect. 
He  says his unllerstandiug was, that when Ayres and Cramford became 
engaged on the front against the works of tho enemy, Griffin's division 
were to come in on the right and turn the extreme left of the enemy's 
works. 



I;'.--GENERAL EXAMINATION O F  WARREN'S CONDUCT 
THROUGH THE TWO DAYS COVERED BY THE INVES-
TIGATION OF THE COUliT. 

Before I begin any recapitulation of the main points of the argu- 
ment, I will call the attention of the conrt to the extreme accuracy and 
the extreme fulness of Gen. Warren's tcstimony on every point of the 
case. I think i t  cannot fail to make an impression upon the court-the 
completeness of his knowledge as to every movement of every portion 
of his corn wand-its thorough accuracy. As I said to the court yester- 
day, his statements do not in any material point staud by themselves. 
At every point of his personal movements, and every one of his material, 
important acts, there is confirmation by the testimony of a number of 
other witnesses, high in rauk, and of unquestioned accuracy and 
veracity. I venture to say that the court will be struck when they come 
to review the whole testimony of the case, with this completeness and 
accuracy upon Gen. Warren's part. I t  comes naturally from his posi- 
tion; he was the commanding officer of the Fifth Corps, and if he was 
where he should be, i f  he had that fortune (for there is an element of 
fortuue.in it undoubtedly), if he had the fo r t u~e  to be at every portion 
of his command, during the whole operations of the day, at the right 
time, then he mould have a compl?teness of knowledge which no other 
witness could possibly'obtain. And that he evidently had. 

Coming, tlren, to the summary of the charges and imputations 
which have been made against him, and to the points which, according 
to my mind, the testimony clearly establishes, they amount to this : 

I n  the first place, as to the engagement of the 31st, where the im-
putation made agaiast him is, in the first place, tllat he fought his corps 
iu detail ; and, iu the second place, that after the advance of the enemy 
was stayed he did not press after them with su6cient energy and 
promptness : 

The testimony shows, without any clisp~~te ex-or controversy, by 
tracts from General Grant's despatches, and General i\Ieade's des-
patches, without a word to question their verity or extreme correctness, 
that the position in which Warren's corps mas on the morning of the 
31st, was precisely in all its details the position that he was co~npelled 
to take in obedieuce to the orders of General hleade and of General 
Grant. General Grant's own despntches provide in detail for the pre- 
cise position .which he then held. More tllan t1l:~t : Warren had before 
tllirt time made the suggestion llimself, tlmt he be allowed to take his 
whole corps and block the Wllite Oak road-that was late in the after- 
noon of the preceding clay ; that suggestior? of his had been laic1 before 
General Grant, and the reply made by General Grant to the suggestion 
was, that Warren should keep the position that he then Ilcltl, and should 
not put his whole corps upon the IVllite 0;ik road. So that whatever 
responsibility there is for tllat position, and fur the results that ensued, 
does not rest upon the slloulders of General Warren. Neitller Inor the 
court have anything to say as to where it does rest. 



Coming, then, to the movements of the night of the 31st, to re-enforce 
General Sheridan, the main burden of the charge against him liere is, 
that lie was slow and backward in carrying out his orders. We show 
that 9 o'cloclr P. M. was the first hour when any order was issued from 
General Meade for Warren to re-enforce Sheridan. We sho~v tliat, cer- 
tainly as early as four or five d'clock in the afternoon, at least five hours 
earlier than the 9 o'clock order, Warren, of his own motion, had taken 
the most direct step possible to re-enforce and support Sheridan, while he 
was still engaging the enemy ; that. this action of his was taken before 
either General Meade or General Grant knew that General Sheridan 
was in need of any assistance. We show tho t immediately upon receiv- 
ing the order to re-enforce General Sheridan by the Boyntoa Planlr road, 
Warren moved with all promptness, in precise conformity to the terms 
of the order then issued, and that throughout the night, instead of be- 
ing Eebind his orclers, he mas ahead of them in every single instance ; 
and that, if the movements that he had suggested as early as 8:40in the 
evening had been then sllomed to be executed, it would have been the 
means, according to the opinion of all the officers there present-
Grant, Meade and Sheridtbu himself-and from the location of the 
enemy-the most efficient measure possible for the relief of Slieridan 
would have been talcen-but those movements were not allowed until 
later, mhen General Meade'sorder had changed the situation--when new 
orders had come to Warren ; and he used every means in his power to 
carry them out literally and precisely, 

Comiug to tlie Battle of the Five Porke, the charges and imputations 
are seve~al : 

The first one is, that he was slow in moving up his corps to tlie 
attack. Now, there is no controversy as to when he got that order to 
move up ; there is no controversy as to when that order was accom-
plished ; that is, tlie order was issued at one ; it  was esecutecl at  four. 
It is clear upon the testimony that that column of 12,000 infantry 
moved up as quickly as was possible under the circumstances, and at- 
tacked the enemy at  almost exactly the time that any experienced 
soldier knew beforelland they moulcl aitack. There is a witness before 
this court, who says to the court : "Before midnight I knew tliat tlie 
enemy in my front was retreating ;I knew in the morning I was 
simply following up the rear-guard of a retreating foe; I knew pre- 
cisely where I had my main force of infantry ; they were practically 
five miles to the rear of mliere I knew I shoulci have to use thein; I 
directed, myself, that they slloulcl stay-there, halted, the whole of that  
forenoon, until one o'clock in the afternoon, twelve liours after I knew 
where I sllould have to use them, and how I should have to use them ; 
and I now blame another soldier for carrying out my orclers." 

If any one of Gen. Sheridan's enemies should come here and 
make s~lch a statement against him, no one could credit it for a moment ; 
but that is his own statement, of his own acts, made with deliberation, 
before a court of soldiers. 

We come then, to the point of the confusion which is charged to 
have taken place on Ayres' front. The evidence is  overmhelmiug, and 



practically uncontroverted, that it was very slight, that it was such as 
would have happened with the most experienced, cool, veteran troops 
under the circumstances ; that i t  was very easily retnediecl ; that Gen. 
Sheridan was there iu person, in addition to the division commander ; 
that tliere was no necessity whatever for the personal presence of en; 
Tarren ; t l~a tat that time Warren was giving his personal presence at 
what Gen. Sheridan himself considered to be tlie important point of 
the situation. 

Coming, then, to the point of the alleged braking away to the rigit  
of Crawford and Griffin, the testimony shows-and here, too, it is Qen. 

' Sheridan's own testimony, his deliberate statement put in writing, his 
order, for it was his order-issued by Warren, drawn by Warren, 
submitted to him by Warren-not that Cramford and Griffin broke 
away to the right, but tliat they were originally placed and formed away 
to the right. He says, too, that the position of the 5th Corps, was n po-
sition ol his own selection ;and he comes here and sags to the court : 

" I was on tlie point of attacking the earthworlrs of tlie enemy with 
a corps of 12,000 infantry; and 1 delivered the attack with that corps 
three-quarters of a mile to the right of where I should have delivered 
it." Moreover, he says to the court : "I had during the whole of that 
forenoon 8,000 cavalry under my command, ~ i t h  whom I could have 
ascertaii~ed with precise accuracy the exact position of those worlrs ; 
with whom I should have t~scertainecl mitli precise accuracy the posi- 
tion of those works ; I allowed tliose six honrs to go by ; and I never 
then knew, :tnd do not to this day know, ~vliere the positio~ of the 
enemy was against which I was going to launcll my corps of infantry." 

Again, if any enemy of Gen. Shericlan came here, and madt: such a 
statement against him, no one would credit it. But that is his own 
statement, made as to kis own acts, before a court of soldiers. 

The testimony then shows that Warren and his subordinate corn-
mstnders mere the ones who repaifed that error in position; ancl the 
testimvriy and s simple measureruent on the map sliow that Gen. War-
ren's efforts and the efforts of his division corn~nnnders mere, from the 
very beginning, as soon as the error of the enemy's position mas uscer- 
tained, devoted to the rectification of tlie errors t h t  had been commit- 
ted ; all of them were bringing their Inen in on the right of Ayres, and 
with snch success, that before either Crsmford's or Gri En's commands 
struck the east edge of t l~a t  Sydnor field, Crawford's and (+riffin's 
divisions h:~d been brought down iuto allnost the precise position which 
they woulJ have occupied if, at tlis time tlie Fifth Corps struck tlie 
White O;lk road, a change of front lmd been made at  :L halt, not in the 
presence of an enemy. dW,,, 

Coming, then, to the,,faot' that Uen. Warren did not wish Gen. 
Sheridan's efforts in this battle to be a success, the court will recollect 
that at one period of the examination I ttsked Gen. Warren the ques- 
tion, whether tllrougllout tliese operations he nlacle every effort in his 
power to carry out Gen. Sheridtin's plans? The learned counsel siiw 
fit to object to the cluestion being answered ; ancl I thank liiln for 
making the objection. For it gave Gen. \Vhrren sn opportunity 



to say, of his own motion : " I stand upon my record." He stands upon 
his record now. 

The court will bear in mind, these are serious ch~rges  that are made 
against Gen. Warren. An error of judgmell t you can charge against any 
man. Probably there is not any soldier of distinguished position on 
either side, dnring the war of the Rebellion, who ~ v i l lnot adn~it  that 
he made errors of judgment. But when you come to say that n 
man makes no effort to carry out the orders of his superior officer, 
and that he wishes those operations to fail, that is something like ZL 
charge of high treason. A charge of cowardice is a more disgraceful 
one to the individual ; but as far as the general discipline of the army 
is concerned, this is the most serious charge that, can be made-that a 
man is secretly aiding the enemy "-that is what i t  means. That' c  

clause in General Sl~eriden's report to tlie effect tliat " General JITar- 
ren's manner gave him the impression that he wished the sun to go 
doum before tlie formation could be completed ;" if that mere a hasty 
word, it miglit be taken as meaning nothing; but over tlie signature 
of a Major General of the United States Army in an official report, i t  
means much ; it admits of no possible interpretation than that tlie 
manner was the indication of the true wish behind it ; and as such it 
must be treated. 

Couusel has seen fit to put upon record the formal admission that 
" no one questions the fact that in the whole course of General War- 
ren's rnilifary career, he was as  brave an officer as the army had, and 
that Gen. Sheridan does not mean to dispute it." That is, llowever, tlie 
point tlmt is questioned by these charges. That is tlie point that I 
trust will be fully set at rest. 

Tlien we come to the charge that Warren mas " not at the front." 
Again there is a witness before this court who says, " I was in cornmand 
o n  that day, during the operations of that en&keement, of the eutire 
United States forces on tlie field of battle at Five Forks ; I was present 
with one division of the infantry when tlleir itttacli on the extremity of 
tlie works was delivered ; frdm that time forward I saw notlling of 
Griffin's division where they were engaged with the enemy; I silm 
nothing of Crawford's Division where they were engaged ~vi  th tlie 
enenly ; I saw notliiiig of tlie cavalry where they were engaged with 
the enemy; and from the moment of that fiist onset on one ex-
tremity of the enemy's line of works, I saw notliiug of the oper a t'ions 
of my command ; everything from that time forward was carried on in 
advance of my personal position, and from that time forward I was at 
the rear." X say, with all sincerity and with the utmost explicitness, 
here and now, that no one can qnestion Geueral Sheridan's gallantry 
or courage ; t l ~ a tis known far and wide ; uot only here, but abroad, 
is he known as a most dashing and valiant soldic~r. But so it happened, 
that cluring the operations of  that d:~y he was at the rear ; and i t  is not 
for hirn to malie u charge of " not being at tlie front" against any man 
who was on that field, and particularly agaiost tlie man who is sliomn 
on the record to have been at the front from tlie begiuuing of the en- 
gagement to the end of it, and to Lave headed in persou tllel:~st cllarge 
that clrove the enemy from the field. 



As to the point of General Warren's manner, I did not suppose, 
when I first asked General Sheridan some questions on that point, that 
i t  vas going to be pressed before the court,. As long as General Sheri- 
dan had put tllis in his report, and as it was necessary for us to get a t  
the full breadth of meaning of that which he had written, as it was 
necessary that we sllonld become possessed of everything that he had 
to say against General Warren, I gave liim an opportunity to explain 
what ho meant, to qualify that expression, to withdraw it if he saw fit ; 
to say, if he chose, that it was a mere hasty expression. This he did 
not deem it proper lo do. More tll3.n that, llis counsel 11as talien mhat 
he considers to be the proper course-and on his course I have no 
criticism to offer-he has seen fit to call \vitnesses to that point. I 
l~nvenot chosen to cross-examine them-that is, to do anytiling that 
deserves the name of cross-examination. If the point had been let 
alone, no one need hare noticed it at all. But what does it amount 
to now? General Chamberlain gives an account of wllrit General 
Warren's manner was during that day. He knew him well. H e  said 
i t  mas simply the manner of the man as he had known liim during the 
whole period of the war ; that it mas a manner wl~ich might mislead a 
casual observer ; it  mas the manner of a man intensely occupied. It 
may be true, as General Francis Sherman says, who came there mith a 
message to General qTarran, that General Warren made him no answer. 
If that be the fact, in a11 human probability General Sherman's ma-wer 
tomnrcls General Warren w:\ssuch as to make that tlle only proper answer 
-silence. One fact is clear beyond controversy, and that is this-Gen- 
era1 Sheridan, thraugh those two hours of waiting, made ver.y plain his 
manifestations of impatience atl what General Xrarren hsd done. 
Now, wImt would any proud, sensitive man have done under those cir- 
cumstances? TVould he be extremely demonstrative in his demeanor, 
or would he, ~marting somewhat under the sense of unmerited manifes- 
tations of displeasure, naturally be somewhat cold and reserved in his 
manner, and sta~ld somewhat upon his dignity? If he did not take that 
course, it is certain he would n ~ t  hwe  tlle soul of a soldier within him. 
They may make the most of General Warren's manner that they can. 1 
trust that my friend on tho other side will have the discretion to avoid 
that point. 

Now, tbe most singular feature of this whole case, the most remark- 
able point in it, is the fact that s witness comes here and says : "Al-
t l lo~~ghI was in command of tho United States forces in the field on 
that day, I saw only the attack of General Ayres on that earthwork at  
the end ; I know nothin of Griffin's movements ; I know nothing of 
Crawford's movements ; jS do not know that Cramford became engaged 
mith Munforcl, or that he had any fighting at any point in the woods ; 
I do not know anything of mhat the commander of the Fifth Corps did 
during the operations of that day ; and I cannot give"-for those are 
his words-"I cannot give any account of my o m  personal movements 
after Ayres' assault. Yet I have had the glory of that day for sixteen 
years. And I still claim it !" 



Testimony of Genl. Sheridan, page 120 : 
Q. Your statement, as I understand you, is that Crawford did not get engaged substan-

tially until he got to the Ford road ; is that i t ?  A. Yes ; I mean by  that that lie had piclcet 
firing, but I don't call that an engagement. 

Q. The cavalry, when he (Cramford) got to the Ford road, had carried the works, had 
not they ? A. Thnt is my belief. 

Q. Then 11e tlidn't linve much of any fighting after he got there to the Ford road, accord- 
ing to your understand in^ of the battle ? A. Tl~eremas firing there. 

Q. But not any figlitiug? A. I do11'1 know how much figliting there was; there was 
considerable fighting there. 

Q. To atnount to anything? A. I tliink from t11e report of the guns there must have 
been a good many niuskets discharged up there. 

Q.  Tl~a t  is one of tlie symptoms of a figlit? A. Yes; that is a very good symptom. 
Q.  Do you know where Crawford did get engaged ; have you learned tliat ye t?  A. Do 

JOU mean in line of battle or by sltirmishing? 
Q.  I rnenn substantially engaged? A. Some place near the Ford road; I don't know 

wlietl~er i t  was on tlie west side of i t  or tlie east side of it. 
Q. Did you ever learn that tlie Confederate General blunford lind a division or brigade, I 

tlon't know whicli i t  was, over on tlie Confederate left, between their left, their intrench- 
ments, and IIatclier's Run? A. No, sir. 

Q. .Did you ever learn that Crawford became engaged as soon as he got in  the woods? 
A. Aly impression is tliat Cramford became engaged when he got some place on the Ford 
road. 

Page 121 : 
Q. Did you ever learn that Crawford's loss was about one-half of our entire loss that 

clay ? A. I never saw any stntcnient of it. 
Q.  Did you ever learn tliat fact? A. Well, Crawford's statement would make i t  that  

way, I believe. 
Q. Take official reports? A. Well, the official report-that is, Crawford's statement-

would ninke i t  somewhat as you say. 
Q. You do not meall tllat the official report mas erroneous in any particular? A. I don't 

know about that. 
Q. Do XOLI mean to intimate a doubt about that? A. Well, official reports sometimes 

are-that tliing liad better be proven. 

Pages 122-3 : 
(2. Do you recollect that in your report of bfay 16 you expressed no blame to either 

Crawford or General Warren for tliiv diversion on tlie part of Cmwford's division; tliat is so? 
A. I think I did not. 

Q. Were you aware then tliat the movement liad happened as i t  did ? A. Yes. 
Q. But you did not speal; ok i t  in your report? A. No, sir. 
Q. Wlien did you first meet Griffin after the advance began ? A. I catinot tell. 
Q. Can you tell ~vliere you met liim ? A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you know, or did you learn tlien, wliat his movements mere? A. No, sir. 
Q I mean, dill you learn at  any time (luring the engagement or just after i t  what Griffin's 

movenients were? A. I tliink I saw Griffin coming in on the right ; I tliink sonic of his ad- 
vance came in-following up ; the works were taken and wu were probably over the Ford 
road. 

Q. When you say on the riglit ? A. Tlie right of Ayres, and some came in on the left, 
to the best of my opinion, tlirough the angle of tlie works. 

Q. Aside from that, did ynu learn a t  tlic! time of tlie engagement what Griffin's move- 
ments were ? A. I don't recollect now. 

Q. Can you state any further than that, wliat liis movements were during the engage- 
ment ? A. KO, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect any instructions or orders that you sent to liim or gave him after tlie 
first time that you have mentioned before the engagement began ? A. No, sir. 

Pages 123,124,125 : 
Q. You said the other day that after the engagement began, after the first assault, you 

were with either Griffin or Ayrea, but you could not tell which? A, I cannot tell which. 





Page 128: 

&. Then, as far as  I understand you, t o  makc a little rJsslonE of some points, you gave no 
order or  instructions to General Warren himself after the cornmenccment of the advance? 
A. It i s  possible I sent staff officers to coinmunicatc with him ; and I think most of them did 
not  find him ; some of them niay have for~nd hinl ; some of these officers that I sent ; if 1sent 
any  orders by them I don't know what tliey were. 

Q. As far as  I unders ta~~t l  now recall any ordersor  instructions tha t  you yon. you do ~ ~ o t  
sent t o  General Crawford, esccl)t that he was to come back to his left ? A. No, sir. 

&. As far as  I understantl, you gave 110  orders or instructions to General Griffin after the 
advance bcgnn ? A. I d1)n't 1;now what I sent b y  the aides. 

Q,. As far as  you recollect 'l A. JIy recollectiont is  that  I was pretty anxious tliat lie 
should get down tliere. 

Q. As far as  I understand, you had no knowledge s t  the time of what General Warren 
did do  in this battle after you parted with him a t  the beginning of the attack ? A. No ; I 
had no knorvledge. 

Q. Nor did you malio ally inquiry to find out what he'had done? A. I didn't have time. 
Q. Have you learned a t  any tinle that  for sotno titne nftcr you gut  Griffin in command 

General Warren was exercising command and leading the troops ? A. No, sir ; i t  would riot 
make much difference if lie was. 

If ever a soldier in military history has talcen such a position before, 
i t  is beyoncl my knowleclge. If any euemp of General Slieridan sllould 
tell such a story ag:~inst llim, no one ~voulcl credit it ; but it is the state- 
ment of the man l;iinself, as to his own movements, made before n r~ l i l i -
tary court. And tllcre we must leave llirn. 

NOW, let me say wllnt tho position of Generill TIT,zrren is, ancl I do that 
without makiug ally iu1)utt~tion :~git i l l~t  General Sllericlan, withont criti- 
cising for an iilsti~lit or questioning the propriety of his couduct in re- 
lieving General Warren-/hot this court 1 1 : ~  no occnsio~l to pass upoil 
-as to that I innlce no criticism or suqgestiou ; that is assurnell to have 
been clone with proper motives. Yet In order that the conrt sliall ap- 
preciate General Warren's position, it will be necessary for me to re-
view one OF two of the circurustimces connected with Generul Sheri- 
dan's act in relieving Warren of his comrllaud. 

Tlle testimony of General Shericlan was, in substance, that wllen 
the operations of that c l ; ~began, he kliem nothing of General Warren, 
either perso~lally or by reputation. Yet tlle court will recollect Gen-
eral Chamberlain's testimony its to what tool; place when he first met. 
Slieridan, at the very opening of the day, when General Slleridan made 
inquiry as to General TV:wren's wliereabonts, and was told tliat Gen- 
ern1 Warren mas with Crawford and his rearguard. Tlie answer made 
by Generul Shericlan was, "Jus t  where I expeztecl him to be." What 
did that show?  Nothing h:td bnppeued then. Did that show n?y- 
thing in the nature of prejudice, or dicl it not ? Tlle statement w h c h  
Generul Sbericlan mokes, page 56, as to the circulustancev of relieving 
General Warren, and as to 11is reasons for cloiug so, is this : 

After tho batt,le was practically over, i t  bccnmo necessary for me to consider the posi- 
tion of my command wit11 reference to t.lie ~nnin  rebel army. I felt that though my 
troops werc victorious, tliey werc iao1:ltcd frotn the A r n ~ y  of tho Pototnac. and the extrerne 
left of tliat army having been tlirown back so as  to occupy n position fronting on or  parnllel 
t o  the Boydton 1lla111; rond. wliile the eneriiy l~e ld  strorlgly a t  tlle intersection of the l\Tliite 
0:rk rond a~ l t l  Ciniborne r o d ,  ant1 directly in rny rear, and distant trom Five Forks not to 
exceed three and n half miles, I surmised tha t  tliey might march down the White Oak road 



that  night or early next morning nnd take my command in rear. It mas therefore neceesary 
for me t o  make new dispositions t o  meet this new emergency. 

General Sheridnn's statement is that this resolution to relieve Gen- 
eral Warren was taken by him after the battle was over, in view of the 
new conditions t l ~ a t  adrose at the end of the engagement. We have the 
testimony of Colonel Brinton to the effect tllat in the Sydnor field, 
when the action mas not more than one hour in  progress, ~ s n e r a l  
idnn met General Griffin ; thst 11e shoutecl out the question, "Where is 
Warren ? " Without waiting for an answer, he turned to General Griffin 
and said, " General Griffin, I put you in command of tlle Fifth Corps." 
That is confirmed by General Chamberlain's testimony in the most 
esplicit mnnner. I t  rends (pages 277 and 278) : 

Q. Where mere you when yon learned of Warren's being relieved ? A. I cannot say 
that I learned it ; there was talk of it ; Major Brinton, of General Griffin's staff, met me about 
half way between tlie easterly edge of the woods and the Ford road, nnd asked me if I knew 
that  General Griffin was in command of the corps. and said I, " KO, sir, I do not." 

Q. Thnt wns wl~en you mere moving townrd *the Ford road ? A. Yes ; tlic troops were 
actively engngetl a t  the t.ime moving \vestward. 

Q. Wlren did yon next see Genernl Warren, and mlrere? A. I sa\v him on the Ford 
road. 

Q. Tn mhicl~ direction was he  rnoving then ? A. TIe mas coming up tlre Ford road to- 
wards the Wlritc! Oak road, soutlierly towards tlic forks. 

Ci. In wlricli drrection did yon see h i n ~  g o  tlrcn ? 12. I le  advallccd weqterly on the White 
Oalr road. 

Q. 1)id yo11 hcnr any  firing farther to tlie \vest\v:rrd aljout tlrat time ? A. Yes;  t o  the 
south of the \Vliite 0:ll; roiid. 

Q. Corninq froni :ibout \vl~nt spot, as  nPar ns yo11 (:o111(1 , j ~ ~ d y e ?A. Tllcrc was firing nll 
along tllc edge* of the open, wlricli is on t,l~iq nrnp ( ~ w i t r ~ ~ s s  irrtlitntt.~ tlre Gilli:lnr field), on the 
west edge of tlre field, on the enst edge of the \vootl ; nlrd all rl.\vi~l.(ls tlrc~.e was ir vtbry s l ~ n r p  
fire in the anrrlt! on the \\'liitc Oak road nt the rlortliwcst corncrof tliat field; there mas a very 
s l ~ n r p  en~ngen~r.nt. 

Q. About 11ow lonc,r after yo11 saw General Wnrrcn going in that direction was that  en-
gngcnient ? A. Very sl~ortly. 

Q,. Very slrort,ly aft,cr yon saw llim going towards \vlrerc ynn saw tlre firing-did yo11 seo 
General Wararen ag:lin tlint evening? A. J l y  i~nltrc~sion is 1 did not see General Warren 
again t11;lt evening. 

Q. IIow lonf was tllnt, engng(~mcnt on tlre west. side of the Sydnor field, \vlren tlre enemj  
were lbostetl inbitle the I\-ootls-liow 1011: lri~tl~ I I:r sllnrlb firing, ;tnd 11ow mucli of a st,ancl did 
they rnabe? A. Twenty mirruttas to half an Iroar. 

Q. C o ~ ~ l dyon form any ideii ol Irotv lrcavy t11e force was in front of you, engr~gcd there ? 
A. I could not tell es:ictly :nbi;ut t11:it ftjrcc, beciiu~e they sec>tncd to lrave n sccontl line; this 
force was pretty h c i t v ~  ; 1 know tlrirt i t  was, I )C~~II I*C \vllc~ri got my line fornretl perpendicu- 
larly, about the time (;enera1 Gwyn went in. tlie enerny altprarecl to  be cauglit l ~ ~ r e ,  thou-and n 
sand of then1 came ill prisoners a t  once-!I00 or 1.000 ot tlreln cnrne i l l  over the works, the 
" refi~sed" line r ~ ~ n n i n g  tl~cninortlrerly, nntl gave tlicrr~selves 1111; we ~t1'11cli in such a direction 
t l ~ n tour loss \va* not very 11c:tvy rlrltil this fitrcc hncml, in the \voo(ls t.llfil:icletl us. 

Q. I3g tlris rnovclnelrt, ar I under.ctnnd yo11, you got in tlre ~itlvalrce of Ayres, of his two 
brigades that  llntl renrained wit11 tlrerl~ ? A. I cannot say wlrere General Agres' other bri- 
gades were ; I do not tliil~lr T saw tllern. 

Q. Yo11 saw Ge~lcrnl Ayres I~imself; in \vlliclr directioll dill Ire come from? A. H e  cnme 
up from tlic woods that  General Gwyn 11ac1 left,; tlrat, is, from the enstward. -

Q. Which direction (lid Ile go  when yo11 left hi111 ? A. I tlo not knom. 
Q. Tbicl he go in ar1vnnc.e wit11 you ? A. KO, sir. 
Q. Tlien you ,jutlge his command must l ~ n v e  been n71ierc? A. I judge that liie command 

was in this 	W O O ~ P .  

CJ. In the rear of yours a t  tlint tirne ? A. T cannot say a t  t11at tilne. 
(1. ll'lien you sep:~rntetl from llirn 11e did not go fartller in ntlvarrcc with you ? A. He 

did not go  in ndvnnce with lnc. 
Q. Then from this point just west of tlre Sytlnor ficltl Iiow long did tile engqgement con- 

http:en~ngen~r.nt


tinue-I mean, did you hat-e continuous fighting to the Ford road ? A. XTe hnd continuonc; 
f igl~t ingto tlle Ford road. 

&. TVliere were you when you learned of Warren's being relieved? A. I cannot say that  
I learned i t ;  there was tall; of it; Major Brinton, of General Griffin's staff, met me about half 
Tvay between tlie easterly edge of the woods nnd the Ford road nnd asked me if I 1;nem that  
General Griffia tvas in command of the corps, and said I, " No, sir, I do not." 

&. Tllat was when yon were moving toward the Ford road ? A. Yes ; the  troops were 
actively engnged a t  the tirnc n~oving westward. 

Q. When (lid you next see General Warren, and mllere ? A. I saw 11im on the Ford road. 
&. I n  ~ v l ~ i c h  direction was he moving then?  A. H e  was coming 11p the Ford road 

toxvnrds the N'hite Oal;, soutl~erly totvards the forks. 
Q. I n  which dil-cction did yon see him go then ? A. H e  advanced westerly on the White 

Oak road. 

So there can be no doubt, in view of this, testimony, that i t  was 
there, where Brinton places it, in the Sydnor field, that Geueral Sheri- 
clan first gave liis oral cominaiid to General Griffin, that he was to take 
commard of t l ~ e  Fifth Corps. More than that, as the Court will recol- 
lect, I asked General Sheridan when he mas on the mitaess stand, ex- 
pliiitly, whether this incident took place or not ; for 1' had my informa- 
tion as to i t  at that time. General Sheridan does not deny i t ;  aclmits 
i t  as a possible thing, and says simply that he does not recollect it. 
That  efl'ectually disposes of the statement that this resolution was 
formed after t l ~ c  battle Tvas over, in view of new emergencies. Ancl, if 
you add to thnt the color wl~icll you can legitimately take from tlie 
conversation lie hail with Cllnmberlain in the morning-taking into 
consideratioil the oral auti~orization which came from General Grant 
to relieve General TJTarren, and tllat General Grant's message would 
convey to tlie mind of any solclier tllat snch actiou ~voulcl not be dis- 
pleasing to General GI-ant-I tliinlc we shall have no diflicnlty in corn-
ing t.o tlie conclusion that General Shericlan's resolution to relieve 
Warren as formed early in the progress of that battle, if not before 
the b~,ttle began. 

But tliere is this other fact, wl~icli to General Warreu is of great 
importance, tliere is the fact that Warren was not relieved, t811nt no 
order was issued taliing from him his com~rraud until tllat battle was 
over ; wlleii tll:lt order, in writing, mas brought to liim by General 
Forsyth, mllicll bears lionT ulmn i t  the memorandutn made of the llour 
of 7 P. M., as the hour wllen Warren received it. The testimony of t,l~e 
witnesses abundantly establishes the fact that Warren ~ v t l sin that field 
rnar1;ed T; at  the extreme left, t l ~ e  fartl~est point t l ~ a t  any of the in- 
failtry renchecl, when lle received that order w11ich relieved him, that 
he ~ v a s  sent to the rear, wllen he was at the 11ead of his commancl, 
when he h:td just led it in person in its last charge, ~vllon he l ~ a d  con-
ducted its operations in person from t l ~ e  beginning of tlie batt,le to the 
end of it. 

W11at (licl that men11 ? Tllnt meant, and it means now, until the act 
is disavowed, tllat a soldier of the United States Army, who l~itd been a 
soldier from his yont11, wlio mas a solclier by eclncation, wllo h:cd gone 
into the war in command of n regiment, who rose from that position to 
the command of a brigade, wllo tl~eil served :is Chief of Stnffof the Army 
of the Potomac, tllrougll some of its most perilous times, wlio mas placed 
in command of a corps in the arlnies of tlle United States by special as- 



siignment of the President, and who conducted himself to the satisfac- 
tion of his superior commander, a t  all times, to the very end of the mar, 
i t  meant that such a man, with 3 ~ ~ 1 1  cow-a record, had been guilty of 
ardice, or something equivalent to it, upon tlie field of battle. There 
was no other possible construction to be given to that fact. 

The position of a soldier in the Army of the United States is not, in 
all respects, an enviable one. It bas its great compensations. I t  must 
be conceded, I suppose, that the people of the Unitecl States, tl~rough 
their recognized authorities, give the otiicers of tlie army rather hard 
measure. They give them the most severe labor at  all times. They 
g i ~ ethem very insufficient pay. They expose them to great clnngers. 
The brightest military genius in the whole army may, at any moment, 
lose his life in ;I skirmish with n half dozen Indians on tlie frontier, and 
may uever be heard of. But soldiers of the IJnitecl States Army 
are willing to take all these risks, on one possibility-that is, t,lie possi- 
bility that, when a time of actual warfare comes, with a civilized foe, 
and in strong force, they may m:rke a great reput:ltiou for them- 
selves; and that mere possibility of tt great reputation is to tliem abun- 
dant compensation-for so they shoiv by all their acts-abunclant com-
pensation for all the hardships and disadvantages of their ordinary 
life. Fortuiiately for them, although their ordinttry trent,rneat rests in 
the -lands of civilit~ns, they are subject to civil authorities, and t11e 
people of tlis Ui~ited States, mlloal they serve, are not able to exercise 
a wise jliclgment of their merits and of what tllsy do, yet they have 
one compensatioii-their reputation, that one thing ml~icll has the 
greatest value in their eyes, is always put under tl:e protection of sol- 
diers. If their reputation is injnred by any one, no matter how power- 
ful n man he may be ; if their rep~ltntion is attacked unjustly, they have 
the right to a court of soldiers to do them justice. 

Now, sixteen years have passed, since these ilnputations were made 
against General Warren's military reputation. Fo r  an assassin ~vllo 
takes lluinau life the mllole civilized world 118s tlre deepest condelnna- 
ation. For a man who kills reputations, they llnve the most tllorongli 
contempt ; and the Constitution ot the Unitecl States nucl tbe Articles 
of War give to a soldier mllose reputation is assailed a proper autl suf-
ficient protection. I t  woul(1 be a sad day lor the Unitecl States Army, 
if it shoulcl ever come, when a soldier's reputation could not llnve tllis 
full ancl sufficient safeguard ; and if tlie day sl~oulel ever come, wlleii a 
soldier could not appeal to a military court for flill and complete pro- 
tection, on that d:~y the United States Army had better pass out of es- 
istence, for its clays of usefulness will have been nnmberecl. 

RIr. Stickney, after tlle argument of General Sllericlau's counsel, made 
the following additional remarks by way of finally closing his argnmeiit 
in belialf of the applicant. 

Mr. S tickney said : 
After the learned counsel's argument, as i t  seems to me, these poiiits 

remain substantially tincontroverted on the testimony : 



Firs t :  That Warren made no report as to being able to get posses- 
sion of the White Oak road. 

Second :That Warren made no xttack. 
T1lij.d :That the position of the Fifth Corps at the time of the attack 

made by the enemy was precisely in conformity wit11 the orders of 
General Rlencle ancl General Grant. 

P o ~ i r t l ~ :  Warren, on the day before this engagement, that is, That 
on tlie afteri~oon of Narc11 30, in his clispatcll of 4 P. or., had submitted 
to General Meacle the proposition tllttt he be allowed to take the wliole 
of his corps and blocli the White Oak road. 

Pz'f'tl~;That this proposition mas submitted to General Grant by 
General BIeade. 

Sixtk :That General Graut did not allow this proposed movement 
to be executed. 

S'f:venth:That Warren i u  forming his corps and assuming the offen- 
sive after tlie temporary reverse of the forenoon, acted wit11 prowpt- 
ness and euergy. 

Those positions, as I say, seem to me to be snbst,zntiallp uncontro- 
verted upon tlie testitnony. They are abundaiitly borne out by the 
testimony, ~nc l  especially by the recorcls in the case. 

Tllat tiuislles wlli~t I have to say as t o  the eilgegement of the 31st. 

POIXTS,AS IT APPEARS TO ME, 	 ON THERENAINUKCONTROVE~TED 
EVIDEXCE. 

Fiq.sl: That Xarren, at least as early as 5r. nr., on tlie 31st of Rfa~cb, 
sent Bnrtlet t against the enemy's rear. 

Sec.onr1: Tllilt l\Tni.re~l's orders to Bartlett were to attack the enemy. 
Y'/iit.cl: That W:trren orclerecl this movement ou his own responsi- 

bility. 
1i)urfh: That Bal.tlett's movements gave General S11erid;tn tlie 

relief lie needed, compelling the ~vithdrawal of the enemy from General 
Sberidan's front cl*~l t of i\iIarc.ll 31st. i i ~gthe ~ligli 


J7ifLh: That Bartlett's witl~clrn~~al 
from liis advanceel position in t l ~ e  
rear of the enemy u7as ordered by General Meade in pursuance of orders 
of General Grant. 

Sixll~:Tllnt there mere only tliree orders duriag tllo night from 
Neade to Warren which clirected any nlovetrlent by Warren in co-oper- 
ation ~vith Sllericlczn, viz. :the order of 9 P. nr., ancl 10:15 P. nr., and 11:45 
P. 	N. 

Scce~lth:Tliat the order of 9 r. 31. was put in esecntion by Warre11 
mitlloot clela-y, and with literal ex~lctness accorcliug to its terms. 

I tliink there we agree. 
Eiy l~ fh:Tile order of 10:15 r. N., mllicll directed Warren to send 

one division to Sheridan down the Uoynton roacl ancl attack the enemy 



in tlie rear with his other two divisions, was immediately put in execu- 
tion by Warren, according to its apparent purpose, by his directing 
Ayres' division to press on to Dinmiddie Court Honse instead of halt- 
ing ~vlien i t  reached the Boyclton road ; and by halting Crawforcl and 
Griffin in the 1.etrograc1e movemennt which they were tlien executing 
under a previous order of General Ileade ; t l~nt  Warren's 11alting Craw- 
ford and Griffin until Ayres slioulcl reach tlie Boynton road and begin 
his movement to Dinwicldie, nras proper ailcl jnc7icious. 

And here I have a word to say on the points that hlajor Gardner 
has advanced as to an alleged intention on t l ~ e  part of Warren not to 
execute General Meade's order for the rear moverneut. This is a severe 
charge. It is the charge of a deliberate intention on General Warren's 
part to disobey the orders received from General 1le:rde. Anel the 
learned counsel tliinlrs t l ~ a t  he finds in tlie worcliug of oue of General 
Warren's dispatclies confirmation of his tlleory. l'o m y  rnind tlie dis- 
potcli indicates simply this : that it was not Ge'heral 'iIT&ren's iiltentiotl 
to actually deliver liis attack until nloriiing. The expression " to-nior-
row," ~vhicli 11e uses in that dispntcli is written with the itlea by 1V:lr-
ren that lie is still in the evening of the 31st, altliougli the dispatcll is 
actually written a few minutes after miilnight. VTlleu he sltys, " I am 
going to attack to-moi*row," lie has reference only to liis actual deliv- 
ery of the att.ac1; ; ,zncl at  no time-such is liis deliberate testimony- 
liad lie any intention of clelaying the movenlent to tlle eneuly's rear 
nntil " to-morrow," or of delaying i t  later t1i:ln ulitil lie should learn 
that Ayres had succeeclecl in re-enforcing Sheridan. 

Nintl~:That tlie order of Nende of 11:45 P. Ar., received by Warren 
ac 1A. M., was immer1i:ttely put in execution by W:~rreu with all possi- 
ble dispatcll ; that W:~rren's delay iu moving liis two clivisions in tlie 
enemy's ].ear uutil he slionlci learn that hyres llad s~~cceetled in joining 
Slleridan before Slieriditn s1ioul;l be compelled to leave Dinwicldie, mas 
proper and judicious, and in full conformity with tlie purposes of Gen-
eral Mende's orders. 

I n  General Meaclo's latest despatch, 11:15 P. N., he espresses grave 
doubt as to whether Warren would be able to re-enforce Slleridan be 
fore Sheridan ~vould be obligee1 to leave Dinwiddie ; tliat doubt ~vliich 
Meade expresses came from Sheridan in llis dispatches to Neade, and 
was conveyed by Nende to Warren. So, I say, 1V:~rren's evident pur-
pose was to wait, as to the movements of his two divisions, until he  
should learn that Ayres had joined Slieridnn. I t  was not enough for 
him to simply know tliat Ayres liad begun his movement clo~vn the 
Boyclton l*oad, or that Ayres had gone :is far as the crossing of t.he 
Run ; because his inforlliation was that tlie enemy mere there in force 
between him and Slieridan. So i t  m7ns necessary that Warren should 
wait until he heard from Ayres tlint Ayres had succeeded in accotn-
plisliing the purpose of 11eade's order, before be proceecled to execute 
tlie mo~ement with the other two divisions. In  the meantime he was 
llolding the other two divisions where i t  woulc1 be most easy for them 
to make a movement to t,he rear, instead of allowing them to continue 
the retrograde movement back to the Boydton road. 



Tent11: That tlie movement of Ayres' division to re-enforce Sheridan 
at  Dinwiddie began immediately on the receipt of Meade's order of 
9:35 P. M. ; was ;I continuous movement, with no unnecessary delays ; 
and was executed by Ayres with all the speed and proinptness possible 
under the circutnstances. 

Elevenfh: That the movement of Warren with Crawford and Griffin 
was made by TVarren immeditltely on his learning that dyres had suc-
ceeded in joining Sheridan, and was made with prornptness and in full 
conformity with tlle purposes of General Meade's orders, so far as they 
were ~llttclc apparent to Warren. 

Il'zoc!f'll~: That the. movements of Warren during the night until he 
joined Sheridan were mude under the orders of General Meacle ; and, 
us far as appears by General BIeade's dispatches or reports, or by any 
evidence before tlie court, they were executed to the full satisfaction of 
Goneral Nende. 

Tlri~tce~ttlt: That as far as appears to the court, no expression of 
clissatisf,zctioa was made by Genei.al Sllericlan, ill his oacial dispatclles 
at tllo time, wit11 the movements of Warren to re-enforce him, or support 
him during the night of the 31st. 

I come then to the conversation between General Warren and Gen- 
eral Sl~eriJnn, in which General Lee is meutioned. I llnve very few 
\vorrls to Iay before the court on tllat matter. General Warren gives a 
very full statement of the interview which must !lave led to this testi- 
nlony that llns been given by General Sheridan and General Forsyth. 
He gjvcs this ~ L C C O ~ ~ I ~of his first meeting in tlie morrting with General 
Sher~dan. He s:~ys (page 742) : 

I felt, notwitlistanding that 1 had gone witliout sleep all night-I felt a good deal elated 
that sricli t~ iiiqlit as we Ii:d htlcl turnetl out so well: that everything liad turried out so suc- 
cessfillly. So I ninde tlic 1*c1i1:~1-1; to General Slieridan that we had llatl ratlicr a fielcl day of 
i t  sirice yesterday ~iiorning. He said to liie, " Do yo11 call that a field clay ? "  I saw by  the 
tone of his remarl; that lie wits not very well pleased with mllat I had said ; so I, in a mensure, 
apologizc?cl for it by saying thnt i t  was perllaps n little ironical, and I referred to tlie fact thnt 
we 1i:td bee11 directed to  cease operations and have a quiet time of it, but tlie dispositions 
General Lee liatl rnnde liad given us about as lively a t h e  ns I liud liacl in illy experience. 
That was tlic only allusion tli:tt I recollect 'making to that subject, and we ccascd conversa- 
tion. 

Then General Warren further testified as to General Sheridan's 
manuer at  the time : 

The first remark I lilndc that he did not seem to like mas one of tliosc unfortunate remarks 
tlint nnybod,~ would be lil;t.ly to make. I t  did not seem to please liim ; nnd wlicri I iliade tlie 
other statement, 1thir~k i t  ratlicr reriloved the dissatisfaction which 1 thought tile first remark 
caused. I t  was so intended. 

Now, very plainly, General Slleridnn misunderstood entirely General 
IVarreii's meaning. Very naturally Gen. Sheridan, with his understazld- 
ing of it, took off'ense. General Warren saicl what he could to remove 
the unfavorable impression produced on General Sheridan's mind, but 
did not succeed i n  cloing so. 

On. page 74L of Warren's testimony, just before his account of this 
interview, he says, " I did not notice Porsyth there ;" but at a later 
period that was corrected, he did notice Forsyth ; sorue~vvherelater in 



the record that correction is made. So, in all human probability, i t  is 
that conversation to which General Forsyth testifies. There was a sim- 
ple misunderstanding as to what General Warren meant. 

Upon my view of the testimony, these facts remain uncontroverted 
First :That the advniica of the Fifth Corps was ordered by Warren 

immediately on receipt of orders for that advance from Sheridan, and 
orders for a speedy march were repeated by Warren more than once to 
his division commanders. 

Second :That the advance to Gravelly Run Cliurcl~mns made, not 
under Warren's immediate personal supervision ;that i t  was made with 
promptness and rapidity under the circumstauces. 

T l t i ~ d:That during the advance of the Fifth Corps to Gravelly 
Run church, 'Warren was occupied in learning from General Sheridan 
his-plm for the coming engagement, in superinteuding the formation of 
his corps as the different portlons of it came upon the ground, and in 
giving to h's subordinate commanders their instrustions for the coming 
engagement. That Warren's so occupying himself was proper and 
judicious. 

k'ou)*tli:That the formation of the Fifth Corps for the attack on the 
enemy's position was made under General Sheriditn's personal supervi- 
sion, and in strict conformity with his orders. 

Fifth :That the mri5ten orders issued by Warren to his division 
commanders mere in strict conformity to the instructions received by 
Warren from General Sheridan. 

That is Sheridan's own testimony, repeated as many'as five different 
times. 

Sixth :That there mas a misapprehension as to the position of the 
enemy's works, t1:e angle of those works on the Wllite Oak road being 
supposed to be in front of the Fifth Corps as i t  was then formed. 

Upon that point I have only to csU the attention of the court to one 
point, and that is this :Will the conrt conclude, after a review of all the 
circumstances, and after hearing the learned counsel's argument, that 
Geueral Sheridan ever intended to move up the Fifth Corps so to 
present tlieir flank squarely to the fire of a work that he intended the 
Fifth Corps to carry? 

That is a question to which my friend has not seen fit to direct 
liis remarks. 

One other point here is to be mentioned. The learned counsel in 
liis argument says, that General Baxter, Crawford's right brigade, 
should have begun to wheel as soon as he struck the White Oak road. 
Now, whether it is the meaning of the learned counsel that all the front 
subdivisions of the Fifth Corps, tbat is, each brigade, should have made 
a wheel by itself-or a change of direction, for it could not have been a 
wheel-as soon as they struck the White Oak road, I do not know ; 
but that very plainly, if it had been done, mould have brought the 
whole corps right in column in a charge on earth-works. And that 



may be the counsel's idea of strategy, for all I know. It his idea,is that 
the different divisions were to make cbanges of direction so ns to  have 
simply a new front at  right angles with the front which they had held 
in marching up from Gravelly Run Church, that would put them with 
the wliole line of the Fifth Corps extending up nearly half a mile be- 
yond the end of that return. General Slieridan had no idea of any- 
thing of that sort, for he says expressly that it was his intention to 
" cover the return" wit11 those two divisions. H e  says thnt in so many 
words. My learned friend is going in the face of his client's state-
ment. 

Sevenil~:That for the mis:rpprehension ,in the enemy's position 
Warren was not respoi~sible. 

Eig11fli: That the angle of the works of the enemy being to the left 
of their supposed position, made i t  necessary for Ayres to change front 
to tlie left to meet the unexpected fire on liis left. 

Ninth :That this change of front on the part of Ayres mas the 
cause of the break between Cramford and Ayres. 

Tenill: That Warren and his subordinate officers did all in their 
power to remedy this break, and to bring the divisions of Crawford and 
Griffiu into the battle ns soon as was possible. 

To show that my  learned friend is not quite correct in his statement 
before tlie court tliat this is tt new theory as to the battle of Five Forks, 
I will reacl to the court n passage from General Warren's original 
report of the battle. That estract will s11o.r~ the court that Warren 
took then precisely the view that he has ever since taken--the one 
which is now before the court. 
+ * * * * * X * * * 

The propriety of an nrmy all moving at  once presupposes. in order that the General who 
so e~nploys i t  should be entitled to the credit of the results obtained, that he should have his 
information so exact thnt the Inass fillls directly upon a vulnerable and vital point of the 
enemy's position. I f  there should be a mistake in this, the chief merit belongs to tliose exer- 
tions and arrangements by  which this ~nistnlre is  corrected, or in the new dispositions which 
the occasion demands as requisite, and which are not impracticable. But this calculation ns 
t o  tlie position of the left flilnk of the enem 's line mas faulty, and to a veyy serious extent, 
considering that lie had placed all tho troofa in position for the  move. The clinnnes we had 
to makc afterward required the greatest exertion of myself and staff, when everythng was in 
motion, and in moods of tlie difficult nature usually found in Virginia, no one of the command 
being a t  a11 acquainted wit11 thc! ground over wliicll me were moving. * * * * * + 

There is tlie point, as directly and vigorously stated as i t  was proper 
tlint General Warren sllould state it, in his official report made to his 
superior officer at  tlie time. 

3leveetli : 'i'hat Warren gave liis personal presence duriug the en- 
gagement at  snch points as lie judged most-required his personal pres- 
ence from time to time. 

TzueL/tI~: That Warren throughout the engagement did liis utmost 
to second the efforts of General Slieridnn to carry out General Sheri- 
dsn's purposes. 

Tltirleentl~:T l ~ a tWnrren ~ v s s  relieved of his commaud in or near 
the field marked "V," west of the Gilliam field, when he was at  the 
head of his corps, just after he 11ad led them in person in their last ad-
vance against the enemy. 



Upon that point I have simply this consideration to submit : Tlle 
learned counsel has made an extended argument as to the precise point 
where General Locke met General Sheridan on tlle Vhite Oak road. 
It may very well b a  that General Locke is at this time mistaken in put- 
ting that place of meeting just at  the right or left of Five Forks. The 
point, to my mind, is not material. The only point as to wl~icli i t  is 
material before the court, is the point tvliere Warren was relieved. I t  
is not disputed, and Major Gardner states in his argumeut that, when 
General Sheridan was to the west of Five Forks, General Warren passed 
by hinl moving farther to the west. It is clear, too, that Custer and 
W a ~ r e n  met somewhere, and they could not llave mot except in the 
Gilliam field; and that mas where Warren's advance mas made just 
after his passiug by General Sheriduo. General Sheridan was un-
donbtedly close by tllw northenst corner of the Gilliam Yeld; there is 
no  doubt tllat he gave no older to General Richardson; there is no 
doubt that after ti~ttt older was given by General Sheridan, Wi~rren did 
lead the advance across the field. It llas not been my intention to say 
that that advauce across the Gilliam field was a great act, nor has Gen-
eral Warren ever claimed any credit for it ; lie conceives that i t  is wh~,t 
nearly any man of llis rank in the United States army ~vould have done. 
The only material point is, where 11e was at  the time he was relieved ; 
and that is all I have introduced t l ~ e  testimony for. 

Then one word as to the witnesses who have been introduced here 
as to Custer's movements. I t  is possible that Ouster, after he moved 
around to the west of the field marlied V, and to the south of W. H. F. 
Lee's outpost, did move to the eastward again towards the Young-Bois- 
seau field; some of the cavalrymen lnny 11tlre met him there. There 
can be no doubt that he did move west along the Gilliam field, sot1 with 
Warren ; mid there can be no doubt as to the time when the movement 
in  conjunction with Warreu happened. As to Custer's subsequent 
movements, I do not care to discuss t l ~ e  question at all. I t  is very 
clear that if Caster had, at the time Major Garclner supposes, moved 
around the extreme western end of the works at  the poitit V, and then 
moved east, none of the enemy's %fantry rvould have escaped. The 
uniform testimony of all tlie Confederates is, that tlley got back through 
the  moods to the north of the Gilliam field without any interruption 
from tlle cavalry. So that Custer's movemout on the north side of the 
works, if he made i t  as supposed by Major Gardner, mas made after 
Corse's line was broken, and after the main bocly of tlle enemy's in-
fantry had escaped northward through the ~voocls. 

Then me ask a general finding in such terms as tlle court sees fit to 
make it, as to whether General Warren, tllroughout the operations of 
those two days, actecl to the utmost of his ability i u  carrying ont tha 
purposes of Ilia commanding officers, as fu r  as those purposes mere 
made known to him. 

Now, as to Warren's having used these years, since the events took 
place, in making up a case : 

I t  is well known to both Najor Gardner and myself, and it appears 
here on the record, that the pamphlet wljicll General Warren published 
was almost a verbatim copy of General Warren's oficinl report, which 



is before the court. That palnphlet was published immediately after 
the events. Since that time, General Warren has done nothing except 
to make and renew his applications for a Court of Inquiry. 

As to the point of the alleged delay upon his part in milking his ap- 
plication for redress, the evidence is, that in the beginning, on the 
evening of the battle before he left the field, he made personal applica- 
tion, in a respectful form, to General Sheridan himself; and General 
Sheridan's answer was very peremptory, and need not be here repeated. 
Captain Martin, of General Sheridan's staff, gives its exact mords. 
General Slleridan required him to report to General Grant. From that 
time General Sheridan was no longer his commanding officer, and no 
further application could have been wi1.h dignity or propriety made to 
General Sheridan. General Warren then within a few days made his 
application to Genernl Grant for a Court of Inquiry. General Grant's 
reply was that the exigencies of the service would not then allow it. 
General Warren then made his application to the Secretary of War. 
That application was afterwards pressed, through Senator Morgan's in- 
tervention, but no official action mas ever taken upon it until the time 
when the action of the President. mas finally talcen. To Secretary of 
War, McCrary, General Warren repented his application asking for 
the consideration of the one previously made for a Court of 
Inquiry. That application was finally granted. Tliat action 
mas taken on the recommendation of the General of the Army, given in 
such mords that I ask the privilege of reading it : 

" The Hon. Secretary of Wtir having asked m y  opinion of the enclosed nppenl, I musf 
say that the long endured imputations on tlie fair fame of Gen. Warren warrant tlie Court of  
Inquiry which he lins repeatedly aslred for, nnd which has thus far been denied him. 

W. T. SBER3IAN. 

Now I have finished what I have to say upon the case. And I have 
to assure tlle court once rnore that I have endeavored during this whole 
investigation simply to forward their purposes. If there has at any 
time been anytliing in my manner or in my acts, wllich has seemed to  
be improper, I most sincerely hope it will be excused. Tlle feelings 
which I entertain towards the members of the court, after their esceed- 
ingly kind and courteous treatment of me, are such as I need not state 
a t  all. I n  closing, I have only to most earnestly ancl respectfully 
request of t3he court that they will, at the earliest time a t  
which their official duties will allow, take up the consideration of this 
case. The delay thus fur has not been at any stage a thing for which 
General Warren mas responsible. He l ~ a s  pressed this matter as hard 
as he could at all times. A long period of time has now elapsed. If a 
decision should be very greatly delayed, who can tell whether tile lives 
of the members of the court will be spared, or the life of the person who 
is most interested in their decision mill be spared. I repeat, therefore, 
most urgently and respectfully my request, that the court will, in the 
interest of justice, take up the case for consideration at the earliest 
possible moment. 
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