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GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ARGUMENT.

A.—STATEMENT OF THE CHARGES AND IMPUTATIONS
AGAINST WARREN.

B.—CERTAIN GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AS TO THE
CASE AND THE TESTIMONY.

C.—-THE FACTS AS TO THE ENGAGEMEN_T OF THE 3lst
MARCH.

D.—THE FACTS AS TO THE MOVEMENTS TO REENFORCE
GENERAL SHERIDAN.

BE.—THE FACTS AS TO THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS.

F.—GENERAL EXAMINATION OF WARREN'S CONDUCT
THROUGH THE TWO DAYS COVERED BY THE IN-
VESTIGATION OF THE COURT.






A.—STATEMENT OF THE CHARGES AND IMPUTATIONS
AGAINST WARREN.

T.—As 1o THE ENGAGEMENT oF THE 31ST OF MARCH, THE CHARGES
AND IMPUTATIONS ARE :

1. That in an attack on the enemy he fought his corps in detail.

Record, page 58:
Extract from General Grant’s report, to be found on page 1137 of the report of the
Secretary of War to the first session of the Thirty-ninth Congress, as follows:

“On the morning of the 31st, General Warren reported favorably to getting possession
of the White Oak road, and was directed to do so. To acccomplish this, he moved with one
division instead of his whole corps, which was attacked by the enemy in superior force and
driven back on the second divison before it had time to form, and it in turn forced back upon
the third division; when the enemy was checked. A division of the Second Corps was
immediately sent to his support, the enemy driven back with heavy loss, and possession of
the White Oak road gained.”

Record, page 1247 :
Dispatch No. XXII.
Printed: (U. 8. Military Telegraph.) 1 p. m., M’ch 31, 1865.
Printed: (By telegraph from) Gravelly Run, 31st, 1865,
To Maj Gen, Meapz:

If the enemy has been checked in Warren's front, what is to prevent himn from pushing in
with his whole corps—attacking before giving him time to entrench or return in good order
to his old line of entrenchments. I do not understand why Warren permitted his corps to be
fought in detail when Ayres was pushed forward. He should have sent other troops lo their
support,

U. S. GRANT.

2. That he did not press the enemy with vigor after stopping their
advance.

Record, page 1247 :
Dispatch No XXII.
Printed: (U. S. Military Telegraph.) 1 p. m., M'ch 31, 1865.
Prioted: (By telegraph from) Gravelly Run, 31st, 1868.

To Maj. Gen, MEsDE:

If the enemy has been checked in Warren's front, whal is to prevent kim from pushing in with
his whole corps—attacking before giving him time to entrench or return in good order lo his old
line of entrenchments. 1do not understand why Warren permitted his corps to be fought in
detail when Ayres was pushed forward. e should have sent other troops to their support.

U. S. GRANT.
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IT.—As To THE MOVEMENTS TO RE-ENFORCE (GENERAL SHERIDAN,
THE CHARGE IS :

That Warren did not move to re-enforce Greneral Sheridan with
energy and speed; and that there was a long and needless delay at
Gravelly Run to build a bridge.

Record, page 48. Ixtract from General Sheridan’s report of May
16, 1865: :

(1) * * * had General Warren moved according to the expectations of the Lieu-
tenant-General, there would appear to have been but little chance for the escape of the
enemy’s infantry in front of the Dinwiddie Court House.

Testimony General Grant, page 1027 :

Q. Does that recall to your recollection the movement that General Warren made which
brought forth this dispatch ? A. No; not specifically; I recollect that there was disappoint-
ment with the tardiness of his moving after I had sent the orders, and dissatisfaction, but I
cannot specify particularly now just what he did that was different from what I expected,
except that his hour of starting was later.

Q. You refer now to the orders that you gave for him to go down and re-enforce General
Sheridan? A. Yes.

IIL.—As 1o THE BATTLE oF F1vE Forks, THE CHARGES AND IMPU-
TATIONS ARE :

1. That be was slow in moving up his corps for the attack.

General Sheridan’s report, May 16, 1865, see Record, page 21 :

In this connection, I will say that General Warren did not exert himself to get up his
corps as rapidly as he might have done, and his manner gave me the impression that he
wished the sun to go down before dispositions for the attack could be completed.

2. That he made no proper efforts to check the confusion in Ayres’
division.

General Sheridan’s report, May 16, 1865, see Record page 22:

During this attack I again became dissatisfied with General Warren. During the engage-
ment portions of his line gave way when not exposed to a heavy fire, and simply from want
of confidence on the part of the troops, which General Warren did not exert himself to
inspire.

General Sheridan’s testimony, page 100, second paragraph :

3. That he allowed Crawford and Griffin to drift out of the battle,
and made no proper efforts to bring them back.

Genl. Sheridan’s testimony, p. 100.
Genl. Sheridan’s statement, p. 56.



5
4. That he wished Genl. Sheridan’s operations to fail.

Gen. Sheridan’s report, May 16, 1865, see page 21, Record :

“ And his manner gave me the impression that he wished the sun to go down before dis-
“ positions for the attack could be completed.”

5. That he was “not at the front” during the battle.
Col. Locke, p. 366, 6th question :

Q. Give Sheridan’s answer? A. General Sheridan turned around on his horse, he raised
his right hand in this manner, and says: “ Tell General Warren, by God! I say he was not
at the front ; that is all I have got to say to him.”

Capt: Laughlin, p. 542, 9th interrogatory :

Q. Will you give it to the court? A. I recollect, while I was engaged with General
Chamberlain in forming a line of straggling men, that General Sheridan rode up with some
of his staff, and I think came through an opening in the works—came through from the
White Oak road, the road in front of the works; I was close to him, and remember that my
attention was very closely attracted to him, as it was the first time I had seen him in action;
the first thing I heard him say was, as I recollect : “ By God ! I want to see general officers
to the front; thatis what I am here for.”

6. That he looked gloomy and despondent.
Genl. Sheridan’s testimony, pp. 114-115:

Q. What were you talking about? A. We had a conversation; in the first place he
seemed to be somewhat reluctant, I thought; and just before the battle he commenced talking
in my presence, and there were a good many officers around (I don’t know whether they
heard him or not), after the plan of the battle had been fixed, that * Bobby Lee was
always getting people into difficulties” —meaning General Lee of the Confederate army—that
he was getting people into difficulties, and talked in rather a gloomy kind of a way; Irecol-
lect I thought il was very strange that a man would talk that way when he knew he had to
fight: I thought he ought to talk the other way, and encourage those who were about him,
and not depress me.

Capt. ﬁewhall, p. 146, 3d question :

Q. You speak of General Warren having “seemed passive and indifferent;” do you
mean that was your judgment of his manner? A. Yes.

Col. J. W. Forsyth, p. 1048, answer 1049 :

Q. What was his manner at the time ?

Q. (Repeated.) A. Gloomy and despondent; seemed to have a lack of confidence in the
results which General Sheridan told him he was sure would come if the corps got up rap-
idly, and he could make the movement as he described it.

Maj. Gillies, p. 1134:

Q. Did you notice General Warren’s manner at that time? A. Yes; 1 thought the gen-
eral looked moody and oppressed.



B.—CERTAIN GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AS TO THE
CASE AND THE TESTIMONY.

In judging General Warren’s acts, certain general considerations,
we submit, should be borne in mind.

General Warren should, undoubtedly, be held to a very high stand -
ard, to the highest standards of his profession, both as to capacity and
acquirements. That is his own wish. He does not come here to make
excuses.

At the same time, it is to be borne in mind, that a corps commander
is something more than a mere conduit pipe to his subordinates
for the order of his superiors. He is to do something more than
blindly follow the letter of the orders he receives. The commander of
an army demands from the commander of a corps that he should com-
prehend general purposes, and give efficient assistance in carrying out
those purposes. He must oftentimes use a wide discretion. The ope-
rations of the corps commander are often carried on beyond the imme-
diate personal observation of the commander of the army. Necessarily
there are often many points in a situation which cannot be communi-
cated in detail to the commander of the army. Situations too, change
from hour to hour, or it may be in a minute, so that it becomes impos-
sible to make reports and to receive fresh commands in season to meet
pressing emergencies. In such cases the corps commander is required
to use his own judgment ; unless he does so, he fails in his duty to his
superior. His commanding general demands of him that he should
think, and be something more than a Chinese copyist of the letter of his
orders, in order to carry out their purpose; it is the purposes of his
commanding general that he is to strive to accomplish.

A corps commander, too, is entitled, when his conduct is to be
judged, to certain presumptions. It is the presumption that in all the
ordinary situations of war he did his whole duty. He is not to be called
on to prove for every single minute his personal whereabouts, or to
account for his every personal movement, as if he were a suspected
criminal.

In general, too, his personal presence should be “not at the front,”
if that term is to be taken narrowly and literally. He is to be the brain
and moving will of his command. He must be, at most times, in a central
position at the rear, where he can be found, where he can get reports
often and easily from all parts of his command. In an active engage-
ment, as a rule, his position is, or should be, some distance to the rear
of bis line of battle. The handling of divisions and brigades and bat-
talions should be, in all ordinary cases, left to the commanders of those
organizations. [For what dothose commanders hold their commissions ?
And if the corps commander is doing the work of subordinates, how is

-he to do his own, and who is to do it for him? There come, at times,
the supreme moments, when all ordinary means fail, when a corps com-
mander maust literally “lead ”” his men. But those times come seldom.
At all ordinary times, the corps commander is “ at the front ” when he
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is in the rear of his men. The glory of heading charges of the troops
is to be left by him to the juniors in the service who yet have their spurs
to win.

We come, then, to the principles on which the testimony is to be
weighed.

gOﬂicia] dispatches made during the course of the operations to which
they relate (under which term it is not intended to include reports of
operations made after the operations are finished) are, of course, en-
titled to the very highest degree of credit. Tor every officer understands
that it is matter of vital necessity that the information he puts in his
orders and dispatches should be thoroughly accurate. On its accuracy
the success of the operations of the whole army depends.

Official reports, made after the operations to which they relate are
finished, are evidently at all times to be carefully scrutimized. Tew
men seem to have the faculty of putting down on paper a clean accur-
ate statement of facts without color or distortion.

As to the oral evidence given by the witnesses it is, iu general, sur-
prisingly accurate. Its accuracy comes from the care which has been
shown by most of the witnesses in keeping within the limits of what
they really saw. No doubt, some of them have at this distance of time
confused events which came under their personal observation with
matters of which they have been told.

Tt is to be remembered, however, that the circumstancesunder which
the witnesses give their evidence, are such as will necessarily cause
many inaccuracies as to single points. When their testimony was given,
it was fifteen years since the events as to which they were giving their
evidence took place; in the operations, as to which they were testify-
ing, the witnesses from the United States forces, at the time of the
operations, were in a country which was new to them, which most of
them then saw for the first time ; they had no maps which gave them any
accurate information as to the topography of the country; the country
was thickly wooded, so that, in most instances, what any one witness
would see was very limited. Usually the knowledge of the witness
would be in proportion to his rank.

As to different matters we must expect different degrees of accuracy.
In their recollections of mere scenes, most of the witnesses are very
accurate. As to situations on the map it is, with all of them, matter
of inference ; the witnesses remember moving through fields, and by
houses, and across ravines ; and therefrom they conclude that such and
such events took place at such and such spots. Especially on the points
of time, no man’s recollection has much value, unless he has a memo-
randum made on the spot—after looking at his watch. Naturally there
are few of the witnesses who had often any reason for such care.

To illustrate the degrees of inaccuracy which witnesses may reach on
some points, to show what strange freaks memory may play, it will be
well to make a separate examination of the evidence of a few witnesses
who testify as to important points in the case.

. The first instance is the testimony of Maj. George A. Forsyth.

Maj. Forsyth is, as Gen. Sheridan’s counsel will claim, and as I cer-
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tainly believe, a thoroughly frank and honest witness. Maj. Forsyth
has, too, a very vivid recollection of nearly all the incidents of the day
which came within his observation. Yet on some points, points of im-
portance, where we should suppose it would be an impessible thing for
him either to have mistaken or forgotten, he has very clearly done both.
It is simply matter of demonstration. Forsyth went with Gen. Sheri-
dan’s 3 A. M. dispatch on the morning of April 1st to Gen. Warren, at
his headquarters, at the Wilson house, on the east side of the Boydton
road, just north of Gravelly Run. Forsyth left Sheridan at Dinwiddie
about 3.20 A. M., went up the Boydton road, crossed Gravelly Run,
found Warren at his headquarters, and delivered the dispatch to War-
ren at 4.50 A. M. This is all certain. Forsyth remembers the road
perfectly. He could not have gone by any other road and found War-
Berln, as he did, without wandering a great distance, and having a long
elay.

Over Gravelly Run, where Forsyth crossed it, there was a military
bridge. If anything is certain, that is. It is certain, too, that that
bridge was finished as early as 1.30 A. M. the morning of the 1st April.
Over that bridge (ien. Ayres marched his division of 2,400 infantry
down that road towards Dinwiddie Court House. He crossed the
bridge between 1.30 and 2 A. a., and Forsyth must have met this
column within about a mile of Dinwiddie. Forsyth says there was no
bridge there, and there were no infantry on that road. We produce the
engineer who built the bridge, the general officer who marched that di-
vision of infantry over the bridge and down that road ; we produce two
of his staff officers; we have the dispatch, written at 2.05 A. ., report-
ing the passage of that division. Forsyth starting from Dinwiddie at
3.20, and Ayres with his division crossing Gravelly Run just before 2,
both going towards one another in opposite directions on the same line,
if the laws of geometry are to be upheld in their full dignity, must have
met. And they did meet. What puts it still farther beyond a dounbt is
that Gen. Ayres and Col. Swan both remember that they met
Forsyth, though Col. Swan gives a wrong description of the man
in the one point of beard, and notwithstanding Col. Swan afterwards
thought he was in error. Ayres and Col. Swan both had that name
in their memory. If only one of them had remembered it, there would
be a chance of their being mistaken. But, with two of them remember-
ing it, the possibility of error is nearly nothing. Swan’s description of
the man’s manner makes the point very certain. In all probability,
too, they met Forsyth later in the day or in the campaign, and com-
pared notes as to the meeting of that morning ; probably, too, he men-
tioned his name when he met them. The meeting was in a dark night
and the mistake of Col. Swan as to the officer having a beard is very
easily understood. Now Foersyth says he has at this time a positive
recollection, that he did not meet Ayres’ division, and that there was
no bridge over Gravelly Run. He does not say simply that he does
not remember the bridge ; hesays that he remembers positively that the
bridge was down ; he has now in his mind’s eye the scene of the broken
timbers, and he has now the present recollection that he watered his
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horse in the stream. If he had gone over the road only once, and in
the dark, it might be said that he failed to see the bridge. But he
went over the road twice, the second time by daylight.

That Forsyth should be mistaken on those two points seems an im-
possible thing. One would suppose that his recollection would be ac-
curate on those two points if on anything. Whether Avres’ reinforcement
would reach them, was, during the night, a thing of the greatest interest
at Sheridan’s headquarters. Yet beyond any reasonable doubt, Forsyth
is mistaken on thosce two points.

Take the case of Sergeant Gillies.

One point, as to which there is no doubt, is that the “return” which
Ayres carried was in a copse so dense that it conld not be seen at more
than a very few yards’ distance. It was at least three hundred yards
from this “return ” to the easterly edge of the wood in which it was
situated. But Sergeant Gillies says, that before the assault on the “ re-
turn,” while he was still “in the rear of the whole line, at the rear of the
infantry lines,” (Testimony, p. 1142), when, therefore, he must have
been at least four hundred yards away from the “ return,” he could see
the enemy’s skirmishers “ come out of the rebel works and return the
fire;” that he could see them “ right on the top of the works as they
came over the angle " (page 1143). He says, too, that at that time the
space between himself and the return was wholly clear and open.

Sergeant Gillies gives a statement on other points in which he is
greatly at variance with the facts clearly proved. There is no doubt
that when the 5th Corps moved out to the assault, the whole corps
moved together. Sergeant Gillies says that Ayres’ division moved
in by itself, and the rest of the corps remaiuned behind, and was
“ still halted at the chureh,” when Ayres’ division was already engaged
with the enemy. He says he saw it with his own eyes, as he did the
skirmishers. Yet the whole burden of Gen. Sheridan’s statement and
of his counsel’s argument is, that at that time the rest of the corps was
going away to the north of the White Oak road.

Testimony Gillies, p. 1141,

Sergeant Gillies also testifies (p. 1163) that at some time after the
engagement (by which he must mean the engagement as far as he saw
it) “was all over,” but before sundown, he met Gen. Warren somewhers
pear the “ return,” outside of the works, within 500 or 600 vards of
Gravelly Run Church ; that he found Gen. Warren there alone; that
all the 5th Corps had moved away; and he gives us to understand
that Gen. Warren was there at the rear when his command were far
in advance in the battle. Very clearly the witness is in error. The
witnesses, who saw Gen. Warren at all parts of that field where there
was any fighting, are too numerous and too reputable to allow the
testimony of this witness on this point have any weight. But the testi-
mony ought never to have been presented to the court.

The testimony of Gen. Francis T. Sherman is also most singular.

Gen. Sherman says that before the 5th Corps moved forward to
the attack, he came from Gen. Sheridan, who was then with the cavalry
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on the left, to Gen. Warren with an order for him to attack with the
5th Corps at once ; that Gen. Warren received this order with complete
indifference ; that he (Gen. Sherman) then went out to the front of our
position, was absent there for some time, and on his return found Gen.
‘Warren in the same position in which he had last seen him—sitting at
the foot of a tree; that he then reported to Gen. Sheridun that he
““had been received very discourteously by Gen. Warren, who did not
appear to desire to take any action upon his (Gen. Sheridan’s) message
or the order that I bore him ;” that he returned to Gen. Warren with
Gen. Sheridan, when they found Gen. Warren still in the same position
at the foot of a tree; that Gen. Sheridan himself put the 5th Corps
in motion, and that the corps moved off to the attack, leaving Gen.
Warren “1n the position where I first found him.”

General Sherman testifies, too, in effect, that General Warren was
sitting alone at the foot of a tree for nearly three-quarters of an hour ;
that his corps was there near him at a halt during all that time, and
that it might then at any time have been moved forward to attack the
enemy, but did not move. We have the testimony of many general
officers and staff officers to the fact that the Fifth Corps moved imme-
diately, as soon as Ayres’ division reached the plan of formation; that,
during the march np and the formation of the corps, Warren was con-
tinually surrounded by his staff; that he was with General Sheridan
for at least one or two hours before the advance began, while the
corps were moving up; that during this time he was engaged in
explaining the movements to be made to his division and brigade com-
manders ; and that he advanced with his corps when the corps moved
forward. Every one knows that it Warren had remained at the rear,
as General Sherman says he did, Warren would have been relieved
of his command then and there, und very rightly.

This testimony was most extraordinary. It was given by an extra-
ordinary witness. The witness testified on cross-examination as to his
own movements, and from his testimony it appeared that in the very
beginning of the engagement, before Ayres’ main line got in the woods
or became engaged, General Sherman was sent by General Sheridan
to bring Griftin’s corps to the left to the support of Ayres. He then
testified, that he never found Gridin, nor one of his brigade com-
manders, nor any portion of Griffin’s command, nor any infantry com-
mand, nor any cavalry command ; and that at the end of his wander-
ings he finally rejoined General Sheridan, somewhere west of Five
Forks, after the battle was entirely over. And he says “it was
getting towards dark then.” He must have been absent from General
Sheridan about three hours, and he had kept thoronghly clear of
any organized command on either side. He is the only witness
who has appeared before this court, who succeeded, through that whole
engagement, in keeping so far from the enemy that he did not even
come in contact with any organized command of our own troops. It
was an easy matter on that day to find Griffin, by moving to the sound
of the firing, or if not Griffin, to find some part of the United States
forces which were engaged with the enemy. For this witness the sound
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of the cannon had no charms. Such testimony injures no one but the
man who gives it. The motive of it may be found in the witness’ state-
ment that Gen. Warren treated him ‘*‘very discourteously.” It may
well be that Gen. Warren received some message from the witness in
silence. If he did so, no doubt the witness richly earned this reception
which he got, by the manner in which he delivered his message. And
if he made the report to Gen. Sheridan, as to which he testifies, it may
well be that there was the original cause of the later action of Gen.
Sheridan in relieving Gen. Warren.

One more instance will complete the illustrations on this branch of
the case. That is the testimony of Col. James W. Forsyth.

Col. James W. Forsyth testifies (page 1049) that Col. Locke came to
Gen. Sheridan on the White Oak road just west of the Ford road, when
Gen. Sheridan reached that point in his movement westward, and re-
ported to Gen. Sheridan that Gen. Warren was at that time “a mile
and a half to the rear.” Gen. Forsyth says, with great detail,
that immediately after this report, he cairied to Gen. Warren the writ-
ten order relieving him, that he went eastwurd on the White Oak road
towards the rear, and met Warren coming westward, towards him, from
the rear. The purpose of this testimony is to establish the charge that
Gen. Warren was “ not at the front.” In his testimony on this point, Col.
Forsyth is corroborated by Sergeant Gillies and Gen. Frank T. Sherman.
The facts as to this testimony are very clear, and beyond the possbility
of dispute. Warren, at the time when Col. Forsyth handed him the
order relieving him, was west of the Gilliam field. To establish this
fact, we have the testimony of Chamberlain, Benyaurd, Bankhead,
Wadsworth, Melcher, Major Allen, Gen. Kellogg, Gen. Richardson,
Gen. Corse, and many other witnesses. That all these witnesses should
be mistaken is impossible. The last advance was over the Gilliam
field, and could not be anywhere else, and Warren led the last advance.
That Gen. Forsyth’s testimony is on this point inaccurate admits of no
question. But how could he ever come to believe it? Gen. Locke and
Capt. Melcher both give that interview with Gen. Sheridan with great
exactness, and they agree exactly as to what took place. Gen. Locke,
for very sufficient reasons, wrote down the words of Gen. Sheridan at
the time. Locke had just left Gen. Warren, and knew where he was.
He could not possibly have made the report which Gen. Forsyth re-
lates., Moreover, if Col. Locke had said that Warren was at the rear,
Col. Forsyth, without doubt, would have gone where Locke said Gen.
Warren was. But Col. Forsyth did not go to the rear. He found
Warren at once. He went where Warren was, “at the front.” The
scenes at the two places—the one where Forsyth, in fact, found War-
ren, and the one where he says Warren was—were very different. At
the front, where Warren was, Col. Forsyth found an army in the exult-
ant disorder of a complete victory. At the rear, there was the stillness
of death, unless broken by the groans of wounded wmen. Moreover,
when Warren passed Gen. Sheridan going west to the Gilliam field,
Forsyth must have seen him, or have learned it from some one. How-
ever Forsyth got the knowledge that Warren was * at the front,” he
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had the knowledge from some source. In a matter of mere recollec-
tion, any witness may make an honest mistake. But Gen. Forsyth
takes especial pains to forbid us to give to his testimony a name so
charitable. The meaning of his testimony was called to his attention.
It was brought to his notice that many witnesses placed Gen. Warren
at that time west of the Gilliam field. Gen. Forsyth is a man of great
intelligence. He well understood the bearing of his testimony and the
certainty that it was erroneous. And Gen. Forsyth says that his tes-
timony is not the result of any mistake. :
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C.—THE FACTS AS TO THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE 3lsr
MARCH.

The evidence as to the engagement of the 31st March, establishes,
as we maintain, the following points :

That Warren made no attack, but was attacked by the enemy, who
were at that point in superior force, when he was about to make a
reconnoissance for the purpose of securing his position :

That the temporary reverse which then happened, was the direct
and necessary result of the position which Warren had been directed to
take, by orders from Genl. Grant :

That the dispositions made by Warren of his Corps on that morning
were in strict accordance with the requirements of Genl. Meade’s orders :

That the subsequent advance made by Warren against the enemy
was made as soon as it could be made in force, was made with the whole
of his whole corps, and was successful.

I.—THE SITUATION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE IENGAGEMENT.

1. The general movement then in progress.

The general movement then in progress was one to extend to the
left the lines of the United States forces in front of Petersburg, and
to let Gen. Sheridan loose.

In this movement Warren had the advance, being on the left of
Humphreys, who commanded the 2d Corps.

Throughout this movement Warren was required to keep in close
connection with Humphreys, and to be ready to support Humphreys.
This command was repeated or alluded to in nearly every order which
came to Warren from Gen. Meade. The very last order which Warren
received from Meade on the morning of the 31st was the one of 8:25 A. 1.,
No. 79, following :

LXXIX.

U.8. MT.
Hbars. A. oF P, 8.25, Mar. 31, 1865.

Nunan. 8.32 a. m,

To Maj.-Gen. WARREN :

There is firing along Humphreys’ front. The Maj.-Gen’l com’d’g desires you to be ready
to send your reserve, if it should be called for, to support Humphreys.
There will be no movement of troops to-day.
(8'd) A. 8. WEBB,

B. M G.
Rec. 8,40 a. m.—G. K. W,

At the same time Warren was required to extend his left as far as
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possible and he had been told by Gen. Meade that he had not extend -
far enough. Onthe 30th, the day before this engagement, Gen. Meaa
had said to Warren, “ Gen. Meade does not think you hold as much of
the front line as the strength of your command would warrant. He
desires to have you make use of both Crawford and Ayres to develop to
the left.” Gen. Meade, also, after this, transmitted to Warren a dis-
patch from Gen. Grant, in which Gen. Grant distinctly said that his wish
was that Warren should extend his left up to the White Oak road.

Page 1266 :
LXVIL
No. 5.

U. 8. Military Telegragh.
Glasier, 11.55.
H'pQ’rs 61 Cores, March 30th, 1865.
(By Telegraph from Headquarters A. of P., March 30th, 1865.)
To Major Gen’l MEADE

My idea was that we should try to extend our left so as to cross to White Oak road, say,
at W. Dabney’s, or as near up to the enemy as wecan. This would seem to cover all the
roads up to Ford’s road, by which Sheridan might then give (move) and get on the South Side
road, and possibly double up the enemy and drive him north of Hatcher’s Run.

(Signed) U. 8. GRANT,
Lieut, Gen'l,

Finally Warren’s suggestion made at 4 ». m., that he be allowed to
move with his whole corps and block the White Oak road, had been
virtually disapproved. In answer to that suggestion, he received an
order from Meade which directed him only to support Ayres in the
position he then held, and to strengthen himself at that point.

Page 1267 :
Dispatch from Warren to Meade.

LXIX.

7.20. Glasier.
Received here at 4.42 p. m.—Glasier.
4p.m. ML 30.

Gen. Wess, Ck'f Stajf: ) )

GENERAL: Gen'l Ayres’s advance now sees the White Oak road, near W. Dabney’s for %
of a mile. There is a difficult swamp between the plank road and that place.

I have new a continuous intrenched line from my right across Griffin’s front and.along
the plank road, nearly down to Gravelly Run.

1f Gen. Humphreys can taks charge of Griffin’s front about 500 yards west of plank road,

with the return down it, I can take my corps and block the White Oak road.
Resp'ly, G. K. WARREN, 2. G.

This dispatch was submitted by Meade to Gen. Grant. The follow-
ing dispatches show the action upon it.



Page 1240 :
IV.

HEADQUARTERS ARrMY oF THE PoTaMac,
7.30 p. m., Mar. 30, 1865.
Lt. Genl Graxt: .

I send dispateh just received from Warren; line working badly. I think his suggestion
the best thing we can do under existing circumstances—that is, let Humphreys relieve Grif-
fin & let Warren move on to the White Oak road & endeavor to turn enemy’s right—as I un-
derstand Warren—Ayres is now between S. & W. Dabney's, liable to be isolated he must
either be supported or withdrawn; by adopting the proposed plan he will be supported by
the whole of the 5th Corps, & they ought to overawe any opposition the enemy can make, ex-
cept from their entrenchments,

(Signed) GEO. G. MEADE,
Maj. Ger'l,

The following is the dispatch referred to in the foregoing:

Page 1240 :
V.

(Rec’d here at 4,42 p. m. Glasier.)
7.20. Glasier. 4 P. M., M’cu 30.
Gen, Wess, Ciy oStaff:

GENERAL: Gen’l Ayres' advance now sees the White Oak road, near W. Dabney’s, for § of
a mile. There is a difficult swamp between the plank-road and that place.

I have now a continuous intrenched line from my right across Griffin’s front and along
the plank-road nearly down to Gravelly Run. If Gen’'l Humphrey’s can take charge of Griffin’s
front, about 500 y’ds west of plank-road, with the return down it, I can take my corps and
block the White Oak road.

Resp'ly, G. K. WARREN, . G.

Page 1241 :

VL
8.356 p.m.
(U. 8. Military Telegraph.)

By telegraph from Grant’s Headquarters,
Marcu 30, 1865.
To Gen. MEADE:

You may notify Parke and Wright that they need not assault in the morning. They
should, of course, watch their fronts & go in if the enemy strips to attack on our left, but the
idea of a general attack by them is suspended. I have pretty much made up my mind on the
course to pursue, & will inform you in the morning what it is.

Humphreys & Warren may simply make secure their present position & await further orders.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lt. Gen'l,

Since writing the above, your dispatch of 7.30 rec’d. It will just suit what I intended to
propose, to let Humphreys relieve Griffin’s div., & let that move farther to the lgft. Warren
should get himself strong to-night.

U. S. GRANT,
Lt Ger'l,
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Meade’s dispatch to Warren was the following :

Page 1268 :

LXX.
U.S.MT.
From H'd¢’rs A. of P., M’ch 80, ’65, [9.00 p. m.]
Maj. Gen’l WARREN:

General Humphreys has been ordered to relieve Gen’l Griffin with Miles & one brigade of
Gen’l Mott’s Div.—in all ten thousard (10,000) men, & is directed to hold the plank road &
Gen’l Griffin’s line. Griffin relieved, you will support General Ayves in his position and
strengthen yourself at this point. You will hold your corps ready to attack, and await orders.

By order of Maj. Gen'l Meade.

(S'g’d) A 8. WEBB,
But. M. G., C. 8.
Rec. 11 p. m.—L.

Then came dispatch No. 71, from Meade to Warren. It will be no-
ticed that in Nos. 70 and 71, Meade’s order to Warren was that he
should strengthen Ayres when Humplreys had relieved Griffin.

LXXIL
U. S MT
From A, to P., Mar. 30,65, [9.45 p. m.]
Maj. Gen. WARREN:

The accompanying dispatch from Maj. Gen’l Sheridan is sent for your information. In
consequence of the state of affairs here reported, it will be necessary Gen’l Ayres should be
put on his guard, & that he should be re-enforced without delay, as the enemy may attack him
at daylight. _As Gen'l Humphreys will hold the right and relieve Gen’l Griffin, it is presumed
Crawford can be sent to Ayres’ support, if not there now,

Acknowledge receipt of this,

(S’g’d) A, S. WEBB,
But, Maj. Gen’l.

Rec. 11 p. m.—L.

2. The situation of the 5th Corps at the beginning of the engagement.

The situation of the 5th Corps at the beginning of the enemy’s at-
tack was precisely in accordance with the commands of Gen. Meade and
Gen. Grant.

Warren “used Crawford and Ayres to develop to the left.” At the
same time he held Griffin in reserve, in such position as on the one hand
to be able to support Humphreys, and on the other to support Craw-
ford and Ayres.

The situation in more detail, is as follows :

The disposition which Gen. Warren had directed is described in the
following dispatch.
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Page 1270 :

LXXVIIL
Nunan, 8.6 a. m. Hbpars. 5t A, C.

7.35% a. m., M’ch 31,
Gen'l Wess, CR'f Staf :

Gen’l Griffin’s troops will be massed near Mrs. Butler's; Gen’l Ayres', near S, Dabney’s;
Gen'l Crawford, about half way between.  They are along a wood-road, running from near
Mrs. Butler’s to W, Dabney’s on the White Oak road. Tt is not practicable now for wheels,
and there is a very difficult branch of Gravelly Run that runs south from the White Oak
ridge, joining the main stream at the crossing of the plank road, which will take a long time
to make practicable for wagons. I have all the pioneers I can spare at work on it. I will
send you a sketch.

Resp'ly,
G. K. WARREN, AL Q.

* The hour of this dispatch was probably 7.45 a. m., as it followed Nunan’s of 7.42 a. m.
We all had our watches set at the same hour by the telegraph, and I probably made a mis-
take, at the time, of ten minutes in dating it.—G. I{. W,

The sketch which was sent with this dispatech to Gen. Webb, and
the one sent with the dispatch to Ayres, which is next to be mentioned,
are in some confusion on the record. The sketch sent with the fore-
going is that preserved by Gilbert Thompson (see B, page 1330), which
does not locate any of the troops. But as described in this dispatch to
Gen. Meade three positions are indicated as given in the sketch ac-
companying a dispatch sent to Gen. Ayres, on page 1199 of record, as
follows :

Page 1271 :
LXXVIIIL

IIeapquarters ST Arymy Cores,
8.15 a. m., M'ch 31st, 1865.

Gexerarn: During the night I received a dispatch. of which the enclosed is a copy. I
infer from that, that the small force of Gen. Merritt, which gained the White Oak road, fell back
azain a short distance. The point called ““ Five Forks,” alluded to, is on the White Oak road,
about four miles due west from 8. Dabney's.

You must, therefore, have your dispositions made to look out for any force coming against
your left flank from the west, as well as from the north. Gen'l Crawford is to mass at the
negro house in a field which you passed on your way out. Gen. Griffin is where you camped
last night, I send you a tracing.

G. X. WARREN,

Maj. Gen'l Com’d’y.
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Dut. Col. A, 4. Q.

P. S.—Please send me in word if you hold any point on the White Oak road.
A true copy of the original dispatch in General Ayres's file,
’ LOOMIS L. LANGDON,
Brevet Licutenant-Colonel U. S. Army.

Griffin was in reserve on the south side of the branch of Gravelly
Run.  This stream was’ then almost impassable for infantry, being
greatly swollen by the heavy rains of the preceding day. The
country was very rough; Ayres said it was the roughest country he
had seen in Virginia. All dispatches of those days, including those
from Gen. Sheridan and Gen. Grant, agree that the country was more
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difficult for movements than they had at any time had. Gen. Grant
says, in his dispatch written 10:30 A. m., April 1st, No. 192: “The
quicksands of this section exceed anything I have ever seen. Roads
have to be corduroyed in front of teams and artillery as they advance.
We were fifty-six hours moving 600 teams five miles with 1,200 men to
belp them. Through the woods, where it is perfectly dry for infantry,
horses will go through so deep as ta scarcely be able to extricate them-
selves.” As a fact, in the woods, it was not “perfectly dry for infantry.”
It was as wet for the iufantry as it was for the cavalry. The infantry
could, no doubt, move slowly, where cavalry could not move at all. But
rain and mud were, to the infaniry, rain and mud, and made even
infantry move with difficulty. And on the 3lst, just after noon,
Gen. Grant says, in his dispatech No. 191: “The heavy rains aund horrid
road have prevented the execution of my designs, or even attempting
them, up to this time.
See too Testimony of

Gen’l Crawford, p. 567, Ans. to 12th Q.

Gen'l Chamberlain, p. 229, Ans. to 6th Q.; p. 231, Ans. to 6th and 7th Q.

Gen’l Ayres, . 248, Ans. to 3d Q.; p. 257, Ans. to 18th Q.

Gen'l McGowen, p. 652, Aus. to 6th Q.

Griffin was to take his position in support of Crawford and Ayres, as
soon as he was relieved in his occupation of the return on the Boydton
road by Miles of Humphreys’ Corps. Gen. Humphreys seems, from
his Dispatch No. 127, to have thought that there had been some delay
on Griffin’'s part in moving forward after he was relieved by Miles.
But Griffin had his order for the movement the evening before (Dis-
patch No. 73), and no doubt there were good reasons for whatever
delay there was. It is not questioned that Griffin was in the position
to which he had been ordered before .the enemy made their attack in
the forenoon of the 31st.

II.—THE NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN THE ENGAGEMENT.

Warren made no ,attack. But, in order to secure a good position of
observation, to ascertain the position of the enemy, and to be able to
take up a good continuous line in which to intrench, General Warren
directed General Ayres to advance his picket line and support the same
by such a force as was necessary. There had been no possibility of
doing this before, as darkness had prevented proper examination, and
the intrenching tools were all back with the trains.

LXXXIV.
Nunan, 9.565 a. m, 9.40 a.m,, M’ch’81, 1865.
Gen'l Wens,
Clf of Staff:

I have just rec’d report from Gen. Ayres that the enemy have their pickets still this
side of the White Oak road, so their copununication is continuous along it. T have sent out
word to him to try and drive them off, or develop with what force the road is held by them,

Resp'ly,
G. K. WARREN,
MMaj. Gen'l Vols.
Testimony Ayres, pages 247, 1088, 1089,
o Warren, pages 716, 717, 759, 760, 785.
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Meade’s reply was as follows :

Dispateh No. 85, page 1285.
LXXXV.
U. 8. M. T.
Nunan, Hpqurs, Armins U, 8,
10.30 a. m., Mar. 31, 1866.
To Maj. Gen. G. K. WarreN:

Your dispatch giving Ayres’ position is received. Gen’l Meade directs that should you
determine by your reconnoissance that you can get possession of & hold the White Oak road
you are to do so, notwithstanding the orders to suspend operations to-day.

ALEX. S. WEBB,
Byt M, G, C. ofS.

Ayres was under the impression that he had told Warren, person-
ally, that this reconnaissance would bring on an engagement. Whether
it would have done so or not, is a point which, as events turned, be-
came wholly immaterial, for the enemy, according to their regular
method of operations, were on the point of making an attack in force on
us. General Ayres is, however, in error on this point. He does not
say he is positive in his recollection. Warren’s recollection is clear and
positive that he was not with Ayres at that time ; and the fact is very
clear, from the record, that Warren, up to the time when he started to
go to the front, about 10 A. M., had not been with Ayres. The words of
his dispatches to Meade, and to Ayres himseif, make this fact still more
certain. The dispatch to Meade of 9:4U a. M. (No. 84) reads : “T have
just received report from General Ayres. * % T have sent out word
to him.” His dispateh to Ayres of 8:15 (No. 78) reads : “I send you a
tracing. P. S.—Please send me in word,” &e.

The enemy, however, were on the point of making an attack on
Ayres, which they did. The advance by Ayres had no effect on the
events which followed, except that he was certainly in the best position
for fighting, which he, possibly, otherwise might not have been.

The enemy made their attack with two brigades—McGowan’s and
Gracie’s—nearly at right angles with the White Oak road, on Ayres’
left flank, and Hnunton’s brigade on Ayres’ front. « Hanton’s left was
on, or very near, their works at the junction of the White Oak and
Claiborne roads. The force of the enemy was, at first, three brigades
alone. It was re-enforced, after the beginning of the engagement, by
Wise’s brigade, which came out on the left of Hunton from their works
on the White Oak road, as the advance of the first three brigades un-
covered the works.

The force of the enemy, the three brigades which in the beginning
made the attack on Ayres, was 4,500 to 5,000 men.

Testimony General Hunton, pages 629-30.

>

Corrected answer to following question :

Q. Then, as nearly as you give an estimate, the force of those three brigades that made
the advance in the forenoon would be 7,500 men ?

[Corrected answer.] A. It did not reach that number; probably did not exceed 5,000
men.
A true copy.

L. L. LANGDOY,
But. Licutenant-Colouel, U, S. A.
Testimony of General McGowan, page 649, Ans. to 2d Q.
* General Crawford, page 568, Ans. to 2d Q.
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The enemy drove Ayres’ division, and afterwards Crawford’s, with
considerable confusion in their two divisions, down to the branch of
Gravelly Run. Here Griftin’s division checked the enemy’s advance.

Testimony of Col. Lyman, p. 520 :

Q. Have you made any mention in your diary of the circumstance of orders having been
received or transmitted to General Warren? A. What date do you want ?

Q. 81st? A. Any time on the 31st?

Q. Yes; my question is a general one? A, T can answer that question; about 10.30 a. m.
on the 81st; this concerns an order given by General Meade:

Heavy musketry from far out on ovr Jeft.

That means where the Fifth Corps was, in the general direction of the White Oak road.

General Meade got to Warren’s headquarters, high up on the west side of the Quaker road,
at eleven. The road was full of pack-mules and servants, with infantry stragglers streaming
to the rear, and a cavalry officer (provost marshal) was calling for more men to stop them.
General Warren was at the front, but we learned that the Second and Third Divisions, being
pushed out towards the White Oak road, had been attacked and driven back in confusion, but
that the First Division in reserve had stopped the retreat.

XXI.
Marcmnr 81, 1865.
Licut.-Gen’l GraxT.

Gen'l Warren reports by staff officer that Ayres’ advance on White Oak road was repulsed.
Ayres fell back to Crawforn, the enemy following and attacking both Ayres and Crawford,
and compelling both to fall back to Griffin. Ilere the enemy was checked, the fighting still
continuing. Gen’l Warren expresses confidence in his ability to hold his present position.
Miles has been ordered to be prepaved to support Warren. umphreys will be ordered to
attack as soon as I can communicate with him by telegraph, if the affair is not over by that
time. G. G. MEADE,

Maj.-Gen. Com’d’g.

Sent March 81st, 1 p. m,, to Gen’l Grant.

ALEX 8. WEBB,
Bt Maj, Gen. U. S. 4.

N. Y. Cizy, Feb'y 19, 1881.

Testimony of Gen. Crawford, page 568, Ans. to 3d Q.
w Gen, McGowan, page 652, Ans. to 6th Q.

“ Gen, Warren, page 762, Ans. to Tth Q. Ans, to 13th Q.
« , Col. Lyman, page 520, Ans. to 12th, 13th and 14th Q.
£ Gen. lunton, page 624, Ans. to 1st Q.

Miles advanced from the return on the Boydton Plank road, and
attacked Wise’s brigade, which was on the enemy’s left flank, and, aflter
a slight repulse, succeeded in driving that portion of the enemy’s line
into their works. As that portion of the enemy were driven back, Miles
wheeled to his right, pressing after them. At the end of Miles’ ad-
vance his line was parallel to and facing the enemy’s line of works
along the White Oak road.

Testimony of Gen. Miles, page 643, Ans. to 7th and 8th Q.
Page 645, Ans. to Sth, 9th and 10th Q.
“ Gen, Humphreys, pages 1150-1,

“Mr. Stickney, Counsel for the Applicant: There is an inaccuracy in the copying at Gen-
eral Webb’s headquarters of one word. This copy sent to General Humphreys from General
Webb reads:

General Miles' division afterwards attacked the enemy, who were forced back on my
right.

The original manifold in General Warren’s file reads how ?
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The Witness: “ General Miles’ division afterwards attacked the enemy and were forced
back on my right.”

The Witness continues: That evidently had reference to the temporary repulse of the
fourth brigade, which I recollect ; but [ could not find any of the dispatches relating to it,
It was a verbal message to me, but the report of the brigade commander, which T very re-
cently looked over, mentions it,

Q. Which brigade commander was that ?

A. Ramsey, commanding the fourth brigade in Miles' Division.

Q. But you say, independent of his report, you have a recollection of it ?

A. Yes, sir”

Testimony of Gen. ITunton, page 625, Ans, to 2d to 11th Q.

Miles was engaged in the main with Wise’s brigade. The capture of
the 56th Virginia, which was in Hunton’s command, was by Chamber-
lain. (See Dispatch No. 146.) Gen. Humphreys' dispatch, No. 147,
shows that Miles was not engaged with any large portion of Hun-
ton’s command. He took from Hunton only four prisoners.
Gen. Hunton testifies that his engagement was with that part
of our forces “in his front,” who captured his 56th Virginia, that is,
with Chamberlain. Hunton testifies, p. 628, “1 think we were attacked
in front, and also by a flank movement. Q. That flank attack was
quite a vigorous one ? A. [t was out of my sight.”

Testimony Gen'l Chamberlain, pp. 229, 230,
Testimony Gen’l Ifunton, pp. 625, 629, 630.

The time of the different points of the operations, as far as the testi-
mony shows, is as follows:

Ayres was attacked by the enemy about 10 A. .
Miles advanced about 11.30.

Testimony, ITumphreys’, pp. 1148-9:
“Q. Then 11.40, to General Webb from yourself. [Reads as follows:]

U. S. Mizirary TeELEGRAPH,—11.40 2. m.
By Telegraph from H'd'q’rs, 2nd Corps, Mar. 31, 1865.

To Gen'l Wesn, C. 0. S.:

1 have rec'd your message by Maj. Mendez & note by Rosccrans. Miles is ahead, moving
out to attack on Warren's right. 1 have ordered the attack to be extended completely over
my line.  Griffin me sent word when my communieation, the above to him, that he could hold
his own. My staff ofticer was secking Warren when he came across Griftin,

A. A. HUMPHREYS, M. G.

Griffin’s advance was about 1 . .

See following dispatch Meade to Grant:
XIX.
Marcn 31, 1865—12 m.
Lt. Gen. GranT:

Gen'l Crawford & Ayres have been driven back on Griflin. Griffin is about to resume the
offensive supported by an attack on Humphreys' left.

Humphreys will withdraw from his right all he can spare to attack with Miles. Since
the enemy are trying to turn our left, T deem it important to attack with Sheridan and to let
Ord assume the the offensive if practicable.

(8'd) G. G. MEADE, . G.
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Page 1248,
XXIII

(U. 8. Military Telegraph.)
March 31st, 1865.
1p.m.
By telegraph from 5th A. C. 31st, 1865.
To Gen. RawLins:

Enemy completely checked and Warren is now pushing his command after them. They
seem to be falling away from his centre and reported going both ways.
He will attack them with all his force. Prisoners from each ‘division of Hill’s corps and
Bushrod Johnson’s div.
0. E. BABCOCK,
Lt. Col. A.D. C.

The advance of the 5th Corps, referred to in these dispatches, was
the getting the troops into position across the creek. The advance of
the whole corps took place at about two p. M.

Genl. Warren, page 773:

Q. You made your movement somewhere about two o’clock, I think you said? A. About
that time; it was made as quickly as we could.

Q. Now, if General Meade reported to General Grant at 1.15 p. m., March 31, that
Miles,with his division and the uther available portions of the Second Corps, had moved forward
from General Humphreys’ left and attacked the enemy in front of youin flank, that must have
been done before you moved across the branch and made your forward movement? A. I
cannot answer that exactly yes or no. General Miles's attack upon the troopsto my right was
before I made my general advance. But we never gave up the fight; we fought the enemy
until we stopped him, then we pushed pickets out and continued getting the corps ready and
pushing on. It was with me a continuous operation, and the character of the country was
such, that I think all the time until near the White Oak road there was a large ravine to
cross between myself and General Miles.

Q. If General Meade at 1.15 that day reported to General Grant that Miles had attacked
the enemy in flank and compelled him to fall back, and that you were then preparing to ad-
vance your whole force in conjunction with Miles, would you conclude, upon your present rec-
collection, that you were mistaken as to the fact that you absolutely advanced originally with
General Miles, and that his flank attack was not made before yours, or the enemy compelled
to fall back before you were ready to advance yourself ? A. The troops that were in front
of me—I knew by prisoners taken what they consisted of—and it was a different command
from what were in front of General Miles; and his attack upon those troops did precede my
advance. These troops that Miles attacked were not the ones that drove us back. As I un-
derstood at that time, I know that Gencral Miles made an advance on my right before I ad-
vanced with my corps, but the preparations for the advance were going on.

Warren reached the White Oak road as early as 3.40. See page
1276.

LXXXVIIL

[Marcn 31st, 1865]—3-40 p. m.
Gen’l Wenn:
CRf of Staff :
GeN'L: We have driven the enemy, I think, into his works. The prisoners report Gen'l
Lee here to-day, and that their breastworks are full of men.
‘We have prisoners from a portion of Pickett’s and Johnson’s Div'ns,
The enemy fire artillery up the White Oak road from their works nearly a mile to our
right of where we struck the road ; at this point their right retires to the rear.
I have just seen Gen’l Miles, who is close up, he says, to their works, which have heavy
abattis in their front.
Resp'ly,
G. XK. WARREN, . G.
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Miles reached his mos$ advanced position just before 3.30 p. .,
having then completed his wheeling movement to the right, and thus
brought his line parallel with the enemy’s works. Miles then reports
that the 5th Corps ‘are now moving by the left flank, leaving a wide

a .”
8 pMiles’ dispatch, No. 145, dated 3.30 'p. 1., evidently has reference to
the continued advance of the 5th Corps northwardly to the White
Oak road, which was, with reference t0 our main line, a movement
“ by the left flank.” With reference to the enemy then engaged, it was
a movement to the front, which for the time left Miles disconnected
with the 5th Corps.
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D.—THE FACTS AS TO THE MOVEMENTS TO RE-ENFORCE
GENERAL SHERIDAN.

The evidence as to the movements to re-enforce Gen. Sheridan,
establishes, as we maintain, the following points : .

That Warren, of his own motion in the afternoon of the 31st March,
sent troops to the relief of Gen. Sheridan, and successfully relieved him
before any orders to re-enforce Sheridan had been issued by either
Grant or Meade, and before either Grant or Meade was aware that
Sheridan was hard pressed.

That the troops which Warren had thus sent to the relief of Sheri-
dan were withdrawn by the express direction of Geen. Grant.

That the order for re-enforcing Sheridan by the Boydton road was
put in execution immediately on its receipt by Warren, and was ex-
ecuted by him with all possible dispatch.

That the rear attack was originally suggested by Warren, at a time
when its execution was comparatively easy, and was not permitted by
Gen. Grant until the situation had been essentially changed by Gen.
Grant’s own orders.

That the movement on the rear of the enemy was suspended by an
order from Gen. Meade.

That the movement on the rear of the enemy was executed as soon
as a compliance with Gen. Meade’s orders allowed.

That the expectations of Lieut.-Gen. Grant as to the time when
‘Warren could complete his movements, on the night of the 31st March,
were based on a misapprebension of the true situation.

The first movement to re-gnforce General Sheridan was made by
‘Wanrren, on his own responsibility, very soon after he reached the White
Oak road, in the alternoon of the 31st, at the close of the engagement of
that day. After that one movement, throughout the whole night Warren’s
operations were governed by, and depended on, the orders which he re-
ceived from Meade. It will be necessary, thereafter, to take each order
from Meade as the central point of a separate examination as to what
Warren did at the time each order was received. The orders and
the situation were continually changing.

1. Tae DisrarcH oF BARTLETT TO SHERIDAN’S RELIEF.

Shortly after Warren reached the White Oak road, he heard
the sound of the firing where Sheridan was engaged with Pick-
ett’s command. Chamberlein and Warren were then together.
On consultation, they agreed that the firing was receding towards Din-
widdie Court House. Warren at once decided to send a force to sup-
port Sheridan, by attacking in the rear the enemy with whom Sheridan
was engaged. He, therefore, on his own responsibility, dispatched
Bartlett with a strong brigade, which had not been engaged in the
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operations of the day, with orders to press as rapidly as possible to the
sound of the firing, and attack the enemy, who, as Warren supposed,
and as was the fact, were driving General Sheridan.

Testimony of General Bartlett, page 1175 :

Q. Do you recollect what instruction General Warren gave you, when he sent you upon
that movement ? A, Yes.

Q. Will you state, then? A. To march to the firing of General Sheridan’s engagement,
and to attack the enemy in the rear.

Q When was it he gave you the order? A. Immediately before starting; I started im-
mediately after getting the order.

Testimony of General Chamberlain, page 232:

Q. Do you recollect where Bartlett’s brigade waswhen that order wasreceived 2 A, It
was to my left and rear; I recollect that Bartlett’s brigade was sent down,

Q. By whose orders? A. By General Warren’s order,

Q. When was that? A, As soon as the fire of our attack had ceased we heard distinetly
firing in the direction of Dinwiddie; General Warren came up to me and we had some con-
versation about the firing which we heard ; both of us concluded at the moment that the very
heavy firing was receding from us, and General Warren seemed anxious about it, and imme-
diately resolved to send a portion of the troops in that direction,

Q. That was about what tiwze in the atternoon? A. That was as soon as our fire had
ceased on the White Oak road ; I should say five or six o’clock in the afternoon.

Q. You and General Warren were there together ? A, Yes.

Q. Close up to the front? A. Yes.

Q. You heard this firing, what did you suppose it to be—~I mean the firing of our forces ?
A. T supposed it was an engagement between General Sheridan and the enemy.

Q. You say General Warren at once, of his own motion, do I understand you to say
A. (Interrupting.) Yes; he rode up to me and asked me what I thought of that firing;
I told him that 1 thonght Sheridan was heavily engaged; heasked me if it wasnot my opiunion
that the firing was receding from us; I told him decidedly ; we had considerable conversation
about that, in the course of which the general asked me if I felt like going down there; I said
I did; he then said he would move Bartlett immediately, as Bartlett had not been engaged
that afternoon, and he would start him; and he did.

Q. How quickly? As quickly as was natural —immediately.

Q. So Bartlett’s brigade went down towards Gravelly Run? A. Yes; he started, I
should say, at least by six o’clock.

Testimony of General Warren, page 720 :

Q. When you received that dispatch [referring to Meade’s dispatch of 4.30 r.3], do
you recollect consulting with General Chamberlain? = A. Yes; I think I do.

Q. Did you hear the firing of Sheridan’s being engaged? A. Yes; the firing was attract-
ing the attention of everybody in the Fifth Corps.

Q. In what direction was the firing that you heard then? A. It was nearly in the direc-
tion of Dinwiddie Court House,

Q. In what direction did it scem to be moving? A. Receding from us.

Q. What were the indications to you, as compared with what was conveyed by the dis-
patch ?  A. Just exactly the reverse of this dispatch.

Q. Then did you send a brigade? A. Yes; I directed, as soon as I could, General
Griffin to send General Bartlett, with a large brigade, to march in the direction of that firing,
but not on the White Oak road.

Page T768:

Q. Do you know positively whether you sent General Bartlett before or after you re-
ceived General Meade's order to send a brizade down the White Oak road? You first re-
ceived from him a suggestion to push a small force down the White Oak road, and then you
subscquently received from him an order to push a brigade down the White Oak road and
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open it for General Sheridan? A. T had rather take it from my record than quote it from
memory ; I received one dispatch, brought to me by my own staff officer, Captain Winslow,
o secure my position, Then it says:

“You might, if you think it worth while, push a small force down the White Oak roud.”

Q. It was in consequence of that dispatch that you sent this large brigade down the
White Oak road? A. No; it was in consequence of my duty as a soldier to send re-enforce-
ments, if I could, in the direction of a portion of our Army that was evidently hard pressed :
I sent him on my own responsibility towards the sound of the firing.

Q. What time of day was that? A. That was soon after the one was reccived saying
“I might, if I thought it worth while;” it was before I received the subsequent one.

‘Whether the dispateh from General Meade of 4.30 p. . was received
by Warren before or after he sent Bartlett to Sheridan’s relief, is not
certain on the evidence. Warren, at the time he dispatched Bartlett
was on the White Oak road, which he had reached earlier than 3.40,
for he then sends a dispatch to report it to Meade. Warren and Cham-
berlain both agree that Bartlett was sent soon after they reached the
‘White Oak road. There was no telegraphic communication at that
hour to the north of the Boydton road, if so far, and Warren could not
have received the 4.30 dispatch earlier than 5, if so early. Warren re-
ported this movement at 5.50 in his Dispatch No. 91 :

XCIL
5.60 p. m., M’ch 31.
Gen’l WEBB:

I have just seen an officer and a sergeant from Gen’l Sheridan, who were cut off in an
attack by the enemy and escaped. From what they say our cavalry was attacked about noon
by cavalry and infantry and rapidly driven back, two divisions, Crook’s and Devin’s, being
engaged. The firing seems to recede from me towards Dinwiddie.

I have sent Gen’l Bartlett and my escort in that direction, but I think they cannot be in
time.

I hear cannonading that I think is from near Dinwiddie C. H.

Resp'ly, G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Genl.

This movement of Warren, ordered by him as early as 5 p. m., gave
General Sheridan the re-enforcement and support which he needed, as
the testimony of the witnesses from both armies abundantly shows. I
compelled the withdrawal of Pickett from Sheridan’s front. General
Sheridan’s own dispatches establish this point.

Greyg to Sheridan.
Dispatch No. 180, page 1316,
CLXXX.

H'nQ’rs 20 Brieapg, 2p Division, Cav. Cores,
Army of Potomac, Ap'l 1st, 1865—3 } p, m,

Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. Irwix Greca to Major-Gen, SHERIDAN;
Colonel Savage, 13th Virginia Cavalry, is here wounded; leg amputated. Pickett’s
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division went to Five Forks last evening, and the rebel cavalry are said to have left for there
about 10 or 111 a. m. I have sent a reconnoissance towards the Forks.
(S'g’d) J. IRWIN GREGG,
Brig. Gen'l,

1 Lieutenant-General Sheridan, in a letter addressed to the Recorder,in reply to an
inquiry made by him as to the accuracy of the date and the “10 or 11 a. m.” in the
body of this dispatch, writes as follows:

I am satisfied there is an error in my official copy and that it should be dated 3 a. m.
instead of ** 3 p, m.,” April 1st, and that in the body of the dispatch it should read 10 or 11
p. m. instead of “ 10 or 11 a. m.” The position occupied by General Gregg, and other dis-

*

patches, bear me out in this conclusion. * *
; P. H. SHERIDAN,

Lieutenant-General,
HeapquarTers MiL. Div, or taE Missourl, Chicago, April 4th, 1881.

Gregg to Sheridan.

Dispatch No. 181, page 1316, enclosing dispatch of Gen. Lee.

CLXXXIL

HEeapquarTErs 2D BRriGaDE, 2p Division, CavaLry Cores,
April 1st, 1865.
Major-General SHERIDAN :

GeneraL—I am just in receipt of a report from Lieut. Colonel Com’d’g 8th Pa. Cavalry,
which says he has driven the enemy two miles from this point on what I call the Dinwiddie
Court House road. From the firing, the resistance seems to be determined. The country is
all woods; no enemy has moved in the direction of Stony Creek except a picket of fifteen or
twenty men.

I send a dispatch of Gen. Lee’s. (Signed)
J. IRWIN GREGG,

Brevet Brig, General.

[Enclosure.]

2 o'cLock A. M., April 1st, 1866.
To General Beav:

GeneraL: General Lee wishes you to withdraw your command to this side of the
creek, when General Pickett’s infantry is withdrawn at 4 a. m. You will bivouac on this

side.
L. TRUMAN BEAN,
Ass't Adjutant General.

Meade to Grant.

Dispatch No. 40, page 1254.

XL.
Heapquarters A. P,
6.25a. m, 6 a. m., April 1st, 1865.

Lieut. Gen’l GrRANT:

The officer sent to Sheridan returned between 2 and 3 a. m., without any written
communication, but giving General S’s opinion that the enrmy were rctiring from his front,
The absence of firing this morning would seem 1o confirm thizs. I was asleep at the time
this officer returned, and did not get the information till just now. Should this prove true,
Warren will be at or near Dinwiddie soon, with his whole corps, and will require further

orders.
GEO. G. MEADE, . G.
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Report of Genl. Custer, dated April 15th 1865.

(Extract.)

“My command bivouacked within short range of the enemy’s line of battle (March 31).
In anticipation of an early attack the next mornmtr my comm1nd slept upon their arms, but
daylight disclosed to us the retreat, during the mght of the enemy.”

Tcstlmony of Genl, W, H. F. Lee, p. 531, Ans. to 4th and 5th Q.
Genl. Fitzhugh Lee, p. 469, Ans. to 11th and 12th Q.
% Col J. Mayo, p. 497 Ans. to 10th, 11th and 12th Q.
« Genl. M. D. Corse, p. 420, Ans. to 6th, 7th and 8th Q.

2. MEADE’S ORDER OF 4:30 P. M. RECEIVED ABOUT 5 P. M.

LXXXIX.

Printed: (HrapQuarTERS ARMY OF TIE PoToMAQ,)
(Capt. Winslow.) M’ch 81, 4.30 p. m., 1865,
Maj. Gen. G. K. Warrex,
Com’d’y 5th Corps :

Secure your position; protect as well as possible your left flank. ‘Word has been gent to
Sheridan, & it is believed that Sheridan is pushing up.

Humphreys will be ordered to push up & to connect with your right. You might, if you
think it worth while, push a small force down the White Oak road & tr) to communicate with
Sheridan; but they must take care not to fire into his advance.

By order Gen'l Meade:

ALEX. 8. WEBB,
B.M.G,C.oS8. -

General Meade’s understanding of the position at this time was that
Gen. Sheridan was on or very near the White Oak Road, pushing to-
wards Warren. His direction to Warren is to push “ down the White
Oak Road;” and his idea was that Warren might possibly, by pushing
down that 10.1(] “fire into Sheridan’s advance.”

General Meade’s order was issued on the mistaken assumption that
Sheridan was advancing, and was on or near the White Oak Road.
Looking at the mere wording of that order, if Warren learned that
Sheridan was not advancing, it was not Warren's duty to send any one
down the White Oak Road. There was no order express or implied that
Warren should re-enforce Sheridan if Sheridan was on the retreat.

The position in fact was that Sheridan instead of making a success-
ful advance along the White Oak Road had been driven several miles
to the south of 1t and was then nearly back at Dinwiddie Court House.

But the true situation had alr eady been met by Warren.
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3. MEADE’S ORDER OF 5.15 P. M.. RECEIVED 5.45 p. M.

XC.
Rec. 5.45 p. m.
H'pg'rs 511 Corrs.
5.15 p. m., Mch 31st.
Major-General WARREN:
The M. G. Com’d’g directs that you push a brigade down the White Oak road to open it
for Gen. Sheridan & support the same, if necessary.
(Sd) A. S. WEBB,
BMG &£C. o S
P. S.—The firing is so near that the Gen’l presumes that the command will not have far
to go. The distance you will push out must depend on the circumstances of the movement
& the support you can give them,

Gen’l Meade’s idea of the situation still was that Sheridan was ad-
vancing.

The true situation was that Sheridan was Dbeing beaten back to
Dinwiddie.
‘Warren reported Bartlett’s movement in the following dispatch :

XCL
5.50 p. m. Al ch 31.
Gen’l WrpB:

I have just seen an officer and a sergeant from Gen’l Sheridan, who were cut off in an
attack by the enemy and escaped. From what they say our Cavalry was attacked about
noon by Cavalry and Infantry and rapidly driven back, two divisions, Crook’s and Devin’s
being engaged. The firing seems to recede from me towards Dinwiddie.

I have sent Gen’l Bartlett and my escort iu that direction, but I think they cannot be in
time.

I hear cannonading that I think is from near Dinwiddie C. IL

Resp'ly,
G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gen'l.

Warren made no new dispositions. The situation had been already
met.

4. MEADE'S ORDER, NO HOUR DATE. RECEIVED 6.30 P. M.
Pace 1278.

XCII.

(Printed.) IHeapQuarTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC.
March 31st, Printed : (1864, o’clock, m.)
Major-Gen'l WARREY,
Com’d 5 Corps:
A staff officer of Gen’l Merritt has made a report that the enemy has penetrated between
Sheridan’s main command & your position. This is a portion of Pickett’s div. Let the
force order (sic) to move out the White Oak road, move down the Boydton plank road as

promptly as possible.
A. S. WEBB,
B. M G, C.o. 8



30

The force which Warren had sent to re-enforce Sheridan had been
gone more than an hour, and it was too late to recall them. It was clear,
too, that they would better carry out Gen. Meade’s purpose if they were
allowed to keep on where Warren had sent them.

Warren, therefore, let Bartlett continue his movements, supposing,
of course, that Bartlett would carry out his orders, and attack the
enemy. He sent Gen. Pearson with his most available force for that
purpose down the piank road to Gravelly Run.

X He then reported his dispositions to Gen. Meade by dispatch
o. 93. =

Page 1278:
XCIIL

6.30 p. m., M’ch 31.

Gen’l Wess: I have ordered Gen. Pierson,* with three regiment that are now on the

plank read, right down toward the Dinwiddie C. H. I will let Bartlett work and report
result, as it is too late to stop him.

We can see the enemy's breastworks for two miles east, along the White Oak road. If

they are well manned they cannot be carried. I am within 200 yards of where they turn off
north } from the White Oak road.

Resp’y,
G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gen'l.

5. MEapE'S ORDER OF 7.30. P. M. RECEIVED 8 P. M.
Page 1279.

XCIV.

U.S.M.T.

8 p. m., Nunan.
H’pqu'rs, A. or P., March 31st, 1865—7.30.
To Maj. Gen. WARREN:

Dispatch from Genl. Sheridan says he was forced back to Dinwiddie C. II. by strong
force of cavalry supported by infantry. This leaves your rear and that of the 2d Corps on
the Boydton plank-road open, and will require great vigilance on your part. If you have
sent the Brigade down the Boydton Plank it should not go further than Gravelly Run, as I
don’t think it will render any service but to protect your rear.

(S8'd) GEO. G. MEADE,
Maj. Genl.

Gen. Meade’s idea of Sheridan’s situation was now in accordance

with the fact, and was what Warren had correctly assumed it to be at
5P, M.

No change was called for in the dispositions already made.

‘Warren advised Gen. Meade of his dispositions in the following
dispatch, No. 95:
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XOV.
Mar. 31s7—8.20 p. m.

Genl. Wess, OL'f of Staff :

Gex'L: 1sent Gen’l Bartlett out on the road running from the White Oak road and left
him there; he is nearly down to the crossing of Gravelly Run, This will prevent the enemy
communicating by that road to-night. I have about two regiments and the artillery to hold
the plank-road towards Dinwiddie C. H.

It seems to me the enemy cannot remain between me and Dinwiddie if Sheridan keeps
fighting them, and I believe they will have to fall back to the Five Forks. If I have to move
to-night I shall leave a good many men who have lost their way. Does Sheridan still hold
Dinwiddie C. H. ?

Resp’ly.
G. X. WARREN, 1. G.

6. MEADE’S OrDER OF 8.30 p. M. REC'D 8.40 P. M.
Page 1279.

XUJVIL
Rec'd 8.40 p. m.

(Confidential.)
U. 8. M. T., Hoqurs, A. or P.
8.8C p. m., March 31st, 1865.
Nunan, 8.356 p. m.
To Maj. Gen. WARREN :

The probability is that we will have to contract our line to-night.  You will be required
to hold, if possible, the Boydton plank-road & to Gravelly Run. Humphreys & Ord along the
ruan ;* be prepared to do this on short notice.

A. 8. WEBB.

C.O.8

This made no new dispositions necessary. It was only a cautionary
dispatch.

Warren did, however, at once, as he was bound to do, report to his
superior officer his understanding of the situation and his suggestion as
to the advisable course to be taken, in the following dispatch :

Warren to Meade.
Dispatch No. 97.—Page 1279.

XCVIIL

e 8.40 p. m, M’ch 31,765,

Gen'l Wess, CIf Staf':

The line along the plank-road is very strong. One division, with my artillery, I think.
can hold it.  If we are not threatened south of Gravelly Run, east of the plank-road, Gen’l
Humphreys and my batteries, I think, could hold this securcly and let me move down and
attack the enemy at Dinwiddie on one side and Sheridan on the other. From Bartlett’s posi-
tion they will have to make a considerable detour to re-enforce their troops at that point from
the north.

Unless Sheridan has been too badly handled I think we have a chance for an open field
fight that should be made use of,

Resplly, G. K. WARREN, M. G.

Gen. Meade in his dispatch made no allusion to Bartlett’s position,
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which had been communicated to him by Warren in Warren’s dispatch
No. 91, sent at 5.50 p. M., nearly three hours before. That information
had been a second time alluded to in Warren’s dispatch No. 93, of 6.30
p. M. It was again set forth in detail in Warren’s dispatch No. 95, of
8.20 p. M. Gen. Meade, however, did not seem to realize the position of
Warren as set forth in those dispatches. Warren therefore again called
his attention to it, and made his suggestion to Meade in a thoroughly
respectful manner, that he be allowed to take his whole corps and
aitack in the rear the enemy who had driven Sheridan.

The evidence therefore shows (and on the evidence there is no
dispute) that Warren, had, in the first place, sent re-enforcements
to Sheridan, and, in the second place, had made the suggestion that
he be allowed to attack,with his whole corps, the enemy that had
defeated Sheridan, before either course was suggested or thought of by
either of his superior officers.

It was Warren who first suggested the rear attack. He suggested
it at 8.40. It was .45 before Meade submitted it to Genl. Grant. It
was 10.15 before Genl. Grant allowed the movement. It was 10.50
before Warren received the order allowing the movement. Where was
the slowness ? Meantime, Genl. Grant, who ordered the retrograde
movement, had completely changed the situation.

The record is as follows :

XCVIIL
8.40 p. m., M’ch 31, 65.
Gen’l Wess, C/’f Staf':

The line along the plank-road is very strong. One division, with my artillery, I think
can hold it. If we are not threatened south of Gravelly Run, east of the plank-road, !Gen’l
Humphreys and my batteries, I think, could hold this securely and let me move down and
attack the enemy at Dinwiddie on one side and Sheridan on the other. From Bartlett’s posi-
tion they will have to make a considerable detour to re-enforce their troops at that point from
the north.

Unless Sheridan has been too badly handled I think we have a chance for an open field
fight that should be made use of,

Resp'ly,
G. K. WARREN,
M Q.

XXXIL
1leapquarters A. P., March 81st—9.45 p. m., 1865.
Lt. Gen, GraxT: °

‘Would it not be well for Warren to go down with his whole corps and smash up the force
in front of Sheridan? Humphreys can hold the line to the Boydton plank road and the
refusal along it Bartlett’s brigade is now on the road from J. Foisseau’s, running north,
where it crosses Gravelly Run, he having gone there down the White Oak road. Warren
could move at once that way, and take the force threatening Sheridan in rear, or he could
send one division to support Sheridan at Dinwiddle, and move on the enemy’s rear with the
other two. GEO. G. MEADE,

Maj. Gen'l,

XXXVIL
| Telegram.]
DapNEY’s, 10.15 p. m., March 31st, 1865.
Maj. Gen. MEADE:
Let Warren move in the way you propose, and urge him not to stop for anything,
Let Griffin go 1n as he was first directed.
U. 8. GRANT,

Lt Qen’l,
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7. MEADE'S ORDER OF 9 P. ». REecs 9.17 p. M.
Page 1280.

XCVIIL
Ree. 9.17 p. m. (L.)—Nunan, 9.15 p. .

U. S. M. T, Hoqrs. A. or P.,
9 p. m., Mar, 31, 1865,
To Msj. Gen. WARREN:

You will, by the direction of the maj. gen’l comd’g, draw back at once to your position
within the Boydton plank road & eend a division down to Dinwiddie C. H. to report to Gen'l
Sheridan. This division will go down the Boydton plank road. Send Griffin’s division.
Gen’l Humphreys will hold to Mrs. Butler’s.

(s'd.) A. 8. WEBB,

Bot. M. @, C.o. 8.

Printed : (HEADQUARTERS, ARMY oF THE PoTOMAC,)
March 31st, 9 p. m. Printed: (1865).
Maj. Gen. WARREN:

You are to draw back at once to {your position within the Boydton plank road, and to
send. a division down to Dinwiddie House to report to Gen’l Sheridan, This division will go
down Boydton pI’k road. Send Griffin's division. Gen’l Humphreys will hold to Mrs. Butler’s,

By order Gen’l Meade,
ALEX. S. WEBB,
B M @,Co0.8
Rec'd by staff-officer, having previously come by telegraph, at 9.17 p. m.
G K. W.

This was an order to give up all the advantage which Warren bad
gained. It was anorder given by Gen’l Grant himself.

XXVIIL
[Telegram.]
GrANT'S HEADQUARTERS,
Murch 31st, 1865—8.45 p. m.
Maj. Gen. MEaDE:
Your dispatch of 6.35% and your note of 7.30* are just received. Capt. Sheridan has
reported to you the situation of affuirs with Sheridan. Let Warren draw back at once to his

position on Boydton road, and send a division of infantry to Sheridan’s relief. The troops
to Sheridan should start at once and go down Boydton road.
U. 8. GRANT,

L't Gen'l

Warren had already re-enforced Sheridan in the most effective pos-
sible way when he sent Bartlett in the enemy’s rear. So he had advised
Gen’l Meade. The movement of Bartlett had already decided the
enemy to retreat from Sheridan’s front.

Warren, however, having repeatedly advised Gen. Meade of the
situation, had no alternative but to obey the order. He executed the
order without any delay. His course under this 9 p. m. order was as
follows :

He sent Capt. Wadsworth to ascertain and report whether Gravelly
Run was fordable for infantry.

He immediatelyissued his order to hisdivision commanders No. 100.
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This order directed the withdrawal of the divisions in the most expedi--
tious manner. It would take Bartlett some time to rejoin Griffin, who

was, according to Meade’s order, to be sent to re-enforce Sheridan. In

the meantime Ayres and Crawford could be marching back to the Boyd-

ton Road. 'When Capt. Wadsworth returned, and reported the stream

not fordable, Warren sent Capt. Benyaurd to build an infantry bridge

across Gravelly Run. ‘Warren’s expectation (which proved correct) was

that the bridge would be finished at least as soon as the troops counld

reach it. In any event, the bridge would be necessary, and the troops,

if they could cross without it, would not wait for it to be finished.

Warren'’s order of 9.35 conforms exactly to Gen. Meade’s require-
ments. It is as follows :

C.
[General Orders No. —.]

HEeADQUARTERS 5TH ArMY Corps,
March 31st, 18656—9.85 p. m.,

1. General Ayres will immediately withdraw his division back to where it was massed
yesterday near the Boydton plank road.

II. Gen’l Crawford will follow Gen’l Ayres and mass his troops behind the entrench-
ments near Mrs. Butler’s,

III. Gen'l Griffin will immediately withdraw Gen’l Bartlett to his present position, then
move back to the plank road and down it to Dinwiddie Court-House, and report to Gen'l
Sheridan.

1V. Capt. Horill, with the escort, will remain where Gen’l Griffin’s Head-Quarters now
are till daybreak & then come back to tbe plank road, bringing in all stragglers.

V. Division commanders, in executing this movement, which is ordered by Gen’l Meade,*
to see that none of their pickets, or any portion of their troops are left behind.

VI. Gen’l Ayres and Gen. Crawford will have their troops under arms at daybreak, and
the chief of artillery will have all the batteries in readiness to move.

By command of Maj, Gen, Warren.

(S'd) FRED. T. LOCKE,
But. Col.,, A. A. G.

A true copy of the original in General Warren’s file, which agrees with the copy in the

file from the Adjutant-General’s Office. .

8. MEeADE’S ORrDER oF 9.20 p. M. REc’'p 9.50 p. M.

CL
U.S. M. T.
Nunan, 9.45.

Hpogrs. A. or Poromac, Mar. 31st, '65—9.20 p. m,
To Maj. Gen. WARREN:

The division to be sent to Sheridan will start at once. You are to be held free to act
within the Boydton plank road. Gen'l Humphries (sic) will hold to the road and the
return,

(8'd) ALEX. 8. WEBB,
B. M @G, C.of S

Rec’d 9.50 p. m.—G. K. W,

This required no new dispositions. The movement had already
been ordered. Griffin had been ordered to “start at once.” Warren
advised Gen. Meade (Dispatch 102) of the dispositions he had made.
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9. MEapE’s OrDER OF 9.40 p. ». REec’p 10.15 P, M.

CIII,
Nunan, 10.15 p. m.
U.S. MT.

Hbpgrs. A. oF P., 9.40, Mar. 31st, 1865.
To Maj. Gen. WARREN :

Since your dispatch of 8.20 p. m., the gen’l com’d’g finds that it is impossible for Bart-
lett to join Griffin time to move with any promptitude down the Boydton plank; he there-
fore directs that you send another good brigade to join Griffin in the place of Bartlett in
this movement. Sheridan was attacked by five brigades, one from Gordon’s corps, three
from Pickett’s, possibly by two from Gordon’s, one of them being Hoke’s old brigade,

(8'd) ALEX. S. WEBB,
- B. M @G, &e.

This dispatch did not reach Warren until 10.15. Warren had sent
his staff officers three-quarters of an hour before, with his orders to
withdraw to the Plank Road. No troops could be sent to Dinwiddie
without coming back to the Plank Road. The troops were at this time
.moving back as fast as the darkness and the condition of the country
allowed.

No new dispositions by Warren were therefore needed.

10. Meape’'s OrpER OF 10:15 . M. REc’D 10:50 p.ar.—
Page 1283.

CIV.
Rec’d 10.50 p. m. L. Nunan, 10.48,

U. S. M. T. Hpagrs, A. or. P,
10.15 p. m. March 31st, 1865,
To Maj. Gen WARREN:

Send Griffin promptly, as ordered, by the Boydton P. R., but move the balance of your
command by the road Bartlett is on, and strike the enemy in rear, who is between him and
Dinwiddie. Gen. Sheridan reported his last position as north of Dinwiddie Court-House, near
Dr. Smith’s, the enemy holding the cross-roads at that point. Should the enemy turn on you,
your line of retreat will be by J. M. Brooks’ & R. Boiseau’s, on Boydton plank road. See
one-inch maps. You must be very prompt in this movement, & get the forks of the road
at J. M. Brooks' before the enemy, so as to open to R. Boiseau's. The enemy will probably
retire toward the Five Forks, that being the direction of their main attack thisday. Don't en-
cumber yourself with anything that will impede your progress or prevent your moving in
any direction across the country. Let me know when Griffin starts & when you start,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Maj. Gen’l.
Acknowledge receipt.

The situation as it was in fact, was this: Genl. Meade’s order of 10.15
did not reach Warren till 10.50. At that time Warren’s orders for
a withdrawal had been issued for more than an hour. He bad sent out
his staff officers to the different division commanders and to Bartlett
and to Gravelly Run. Some of his staff officers were no doubt engaged
in other matters, of which no account can now be given.
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The night was very dark ; the country was very rough. The move-
ments which were made of officers and men had to be made in the
woods, where there were, practically, no roads. At the time this order
from Meade was received, the officers sent to the different division
commanders had probably not returned. If any attempt were then
made to change the order of the movements, it would be certain to
cause great confusion. For there was only one road, and one bridge
over the branch of Gravelly Run, by which the troops could get back
to ttie Boydton road. Movements through the woods, in the then con-
dition of the country and the stream, would be impossible.

. The only way in which he could carry out the purpose of Genl.
Meade’s order was by modifying its letter. The purpose of Meade was
to get re-enforcements to Sheridan by the Boydton road at the earliest
possible moment. This was the main point to which all others were
subordinate. Ayres’ division was the only one which could move to
Dinwiddie with any promptness. TFor by the time the new orders could
reach Warren's division commanders, Ayres would have taken the
road to the rear—and in order to change the dispositions then made, it
would require Ayres to leave the road and make way for Griffin.
It would be necessary also, if Griffin were sent, to detach a brigade
from one of the other two divisions and have it join Griffin. The only
way, then, in which Meade’s purpose could be carried out promptly
was by sending Ayres instead of Griffin to Dinwiddie, and halting the
other two divisions where they then were, in order that they might be
ready to move on the enemy’s rear, and not be compelled to march
directly back again over the same route on which they were now with-
drawing. Before moving on the enemy’s rear with his two divisions,
Warren waited until Ayres should have started down the road towards
Dinwiddie. Ayres had not yet got back to the Boydton Road.

‘Warren was, too, greatly embarrassed by the difficulty in the trans-
mission of the dispatches. We now know the telegraph line was down
for several hours. Very possibly, there had been some difficulty before
the line actually gave out.

Warren at once advised Meade of the dispositions he was compelled
to make.

Warren to Meade.
Despatch 105, 10.55 . m.—Page 1284,

CV.

Heapqrs. 51a ArMy Cores.
A’ch 31, 1865—10.55, p. m.
General MEADE:

1 issued my orders on Gen'l Webb's first despatch to fall back, which made the divisions
retire in the order of Ayres, Crawford, and Griffin, which was the order they could most
rapidly move. I cannot change them to-night without producing confusion that will render
all my operations nugatory. I will now send Gen. Ayres to Gen. Sheridan, and take Gen’l
Griffin & Gen'l Crawtord to move against the enemy, as this last despatch directs I should.*
I cannot accomplish the apparent objects of the orders I have received.

Resp'ly, G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gewl Conid.
2.12 a.m, Nunan: Line down.
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A true copy of the manifold original in General Warren’s file. The word “ Otherwise *
has been, apparently, prefixed, in pencil, to the words “I cannot accomplish,” &c., after the
dispatch was written, and it does not appear in the copy as found in the file from the Adju-
tant-General’s Off ce; and in the latter there is no punctuation in the last sentence between
the words ** I will now send General Ayres” and the close of the dispatch.

A copy of this dispatch is found in General Webb’s file of copies of dispatches rec’d at
and sent from Gen’l Meade's headquarters,

LOOMIS L. LANGDON,
But. It. Col., U. 8. A.,
Recorder.

He ordered Ayres to continue his movement back to the rear, but to
keep on towards Dinwiddie instead of halting at the Plank Road.
‘Warren’s Dispatch to Ayres, 11 p. M., No. 106.—Page 1284,

He ordered Griffin and Crawford to halt where they were, and re-
port their positions by the officer who delivered to them the new
orders.

Warren’s Dispatch to Grifin and Crawford.
11 p. m.—Page 1284,
CVIL

H'nq'rs bt A. C. M’ch 81, °65—11 p. M.
ORDER:
Gen. Griffin and Gen’l Crawford will mass their divisions at the point at which this order
reaches them, and report their positions by the officer that brings it.
A change of plan makes this necessary.
Resp'ly,
G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gen'l.

11. MEeADE's ORDER OF 11:45 . M. REec'D 1 A. M.—PaGE 1286.

' CXI.
Hpqr. A. P.—11.45 p. M., Mar. 81.
Recd 1 A. »., April 1.—G. K. W.

Maj. Gen’l WarreN:

A dispateh, partially transmitted, is received, indicating the bridge over Gravelly Run is
destroyed, and time will be required to rebuild it. If this is the case, would not time be
gained by sending the troops by the Quaker road? Time is of the utmost importance.
Sheridan cannot maintain himself at Dinwiddie without re-enforcements, & yours are the only
ones that can be sent. Use every exertion to get the troops to him as soon as possible, If
necessary send troops by both roads & give up the rear attack.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Maj. Gen'l.

If Sheridan is not re-enforced & compelled to fall back, he will retire by the Vaughn
road.

G. G. M.

The situation now was this: Sheridan, as Warren was advised by
Gen. Meade, who had his information direct from Sheridan himself, had
been defeated and forced back from near Five Forks to the position
just in front of Dinwiddie Court House. Sheridan would, unless re-
enforced, be compelled to retreat still farther, in which event he
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intended to retreat by the Vaughan road. Meade's words were:
“ Sheridan cannot maintain himself at Dinwiddie without re-enforce-
ment. * * % % % Tf Sheridan is not re-enforced and com-
pelled to fall back, he will retire by the Vaughan road.”

Gen. Sheridan himself said : ¢ This force is too strong for us. I
will hold on to Dinwiddie C. H. until I am compelled to leave.”

Dispatch Meade to Grant.

No. 27. Page 1250,

XXVIL
8.40 p. m.—Norris.

HeapQuarTERrs A, P., 7.40, March 31st, 1865.
Lieut. Gen’l GraxT :
Capt. Sheridan from Sheridan’s Cavalry is here, and is directed to you by a staff officer.
He reports that Gen’l Sheridan is just north of Dinwiddie C. H., having been repulsed by the
enemy’s infantrv on the dirt road running north, and also on the road running northwest from
north of Dinwiddie. Gen’l Sheridan states that {f he is forced fo retire, it will be on the
Vaughn road. The staff officer leaves here to report to you.
GEORGE G. MEADE,
M. @G. Com’dy.

The enemy, as Warren had learned, were in force between him and
Sheridan, were also in force on the White Oak road, at the junction of
the Crump road, and in their intrenchments in front of Griffin and
Crawford.

Capt. Melcher, page 456 :

Q. Do you recollect any particular interview with General Griffin that you had there at
that time? ~ A. Yes. On arriving at the front on my first going out there, I found General
Griffin by a small camp fire. He seemed to be all ready to mount, and when I delivered the
order he made some reply to me. ‘

Q. What did he say ? A. He says: “Tell General Warren that the enemy have put out
their fires in our front and, I think, are going to attack.”

Q. Did you report that to General Warren on your return ?  A. I did.

Warren’s own Corps was in the positions following, as he learned
at 1 A. a., when he received this order: Gritin and Crawiord (except
Bartlett’s brigade, which was now supposed to be on its way back to
join Griffin), were in their positions near the White Oak road, ready to
move, though they had not actually moved.

Gen. Chamberlain, page 233 :

Q. So according to the terms of the original order your division could not move then?
A. He found us all massed, but we had not moved.

Q. Had Griffin given any orders for moving between the receipt of this first order and
the last one to which I have just called yonr attention? A. Griffin had given me to under-
stand that I was to be ready to move, but no actual movement had been had.

Gen. Crawford, page 570, Ans. to 17th and 18th Q.
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Dispatch CX.
‘ Page 1286.

* L4 * * * * * * »* *

1 a. m, dpril 1st.

General Crawford on receipt of order by return of staff officer to halt and await further

orders,
G. K. W.

Testimony of Capt. Herr, page 551, Ans. to 9th and 10th Q; and on page 552,
Ans, to 1st, 2d and 3d Q.

s Genl. Coulter, page 348, Ans, to 8th Q. _

o Lieut. Schermerhorn, page 690, Ans, to 14th Q.
“ Lieut. Sherley, page 416, Ans. to 11th Q,

¢ Capt. Brinton, page 301, Ans. 4th to 8th Q.

& Col. Spear, page 401, Ans, to 26th and 27th Q.
L Lieut. Sanborn, page 525, Ans, to 11th Q.

Ayres was now nearly, if not quite back to the Plank Road ; for he
began crossing the bridge at Gravelly Run as early as 1.30 or 1.45, and
he made a delay for issuing rations before moving down the Plank Road.

Testimony of Col. Swan, page 291 :

Q. Do you recollect with distinctness where General Ayres’ division was placed before
they started for that night march ?—A. I could not point it out on any map; I knew it was up
near the enemy, and that we made two stages in withdrawing; it took some time to get out;
we moved in a considerable distance and then halted, and rations were distributed. I recol-
lect this, because at the time the rations were distributed I think the other staff officers and
the other officers generally turned in for a sleep. But something or other kept me up, and
after that I could not sleep that night at all.

Col. Swan, p. 296, Aus. to 11th Q.
Col. Swan, p. 299, Ans. to 15th, 16th & 17th Q.

Testimony of Col. La Motte, page 375.

Q. With reference to the march you made on the night of the 31st or the morning of
April 1, what time is it your recollection that you began to move ?—A. I recollect being
wakened up. T1f I am not wrong we made two moves. We were moved back and halted to
issue rations, and I do not think we halted again until we came to Gravelly Run,

The delay in getting up rations was not Warren’s. See Dispatches:

Dispatch No. 14.

Page 1245.
XIV.

[Telegram.]
GrAveLLY Rux, dMarch 81st, 1854—"7.40 a. m.

Maj. Gen’l MEADE,
Comd’g A. P.:

Owing to the heavy rain this morning the troops will remain substantially as they now
are, but the 5th Corps should to-day draw three days’ more rations.
U. 3. GRANT,

Lt. @en'l,

The condition of the roads prevented its being accomplished.
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Dispatch No. 16.
Page 1245,
XVL

MEADE TO GRANT.
8.50 A, M.—Mixer.
. H’pe'rs, A. P., 8.40 a. m., Mar. 31. No. 8.
Lt. Gen’l GraxnT:

* * * * * * * * * *

Orders for rations 1ssued, but I fear the condition of the roads will make their execution
almost impossible, -
(Signed)
GEO., G. MEADE,
Maj. Gen'l.

Every exertion to do it was made.

Dispatel, No. 17.

GraNT TO MEADE.
Page 1246.

XVIL
Marca 31, 1865,
Major-General MEeADE:

Rations must be got forward to Warren, and noexertions must be spared to execute your
orders for the same,
(Signed) U. S. GRANT,
Lieut. General.

Official:
(Signed) GEO. K. LEET,
A, A. Genl.

The vital point in Meade’s order, to which everything else was to
yield, was the re-enforcing Sheridan. Meade evidently contemplated
that the re-enforcements sent by the Boydton road might fail to reach
Sheridan in season, if at all, and therefore directed that, if necessary,
other troops should be sent to his relief by the Quaker road. And it was
clearly indicated by the terms of Meade’s order that, if the troops should
fail to reach Sheridan by the Boydton road before he was “compelled
to leave” Dinwiddie, the rear attack before intenaed should not be
made. Warren could not know whether Ayres would reach Dinwiddie
in season, if he did at all. If he had moved up at once with Griffin
and Crawford, he would have isolated those two divisions, would have
isolated Ayres, and would have left his‘communications with Meade.

In this situation Warren pressed Ayres on to Dinwiddie, directing
him to report when he should have joined Sheridan; and in the mean-
time he held Griffin and Crawford where they were, in readiness to ad-
vance on the enemy’s rear, if Ayres succeeded in uriting with Sheridan
in good time, and otherwise to use them according to the situation as
it might develop. In his own words, he “sent to Gen’l Sheridan his
most available force.”

He advised Meade of his dispositions.
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Dispatch No. 112.
Page 1287.

CXIL
Hpques. 5t A. C,, 1.20 a. m., Apr. 1.

Gen’l MEADE:
I think we will have an infantry bridge over Gravelly Run sooner than I could send

troops around by the Quaker road.

But if I find any failure, I will send that way. Ihave sent Benyardt 2 hours ago with
what he thought necessary to make it practicable in one hour, and I trust to that.

I am sending to Gen’l Sheridan my most available force.

Resp'ly,
~G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gen'l.

‘Warren, at 2.05, learned from Benyaurd that Ayres was on his way
to Dinwiddie, crossing the bridge. Warren at once sent advices of that
fact to Meade.

Dispatch No. 113.

Page 1287.

CXIIL,
Rec'd 2.40 a. m., April 1, 1865.
From 5th A, C., 2.05 a. m., April 1, 1863,

Gen’l WEBB:

The bridge over Gravelly Run, Capt. Benyaurd reports now practicable for infantry,
and Gen’l Ayres’ division advancing across it towards Dinwiddie C. H.

I have given Gen’l Ayres orders to report to Gen’l Sheridan.

Resp’ly,
G. K. WARREN,
Maj. Gen'l.

Warren then waited for advices from Ayres before moving away with
the rest of his corps.

The movement of Ayres to Dinwiddie it will be seen had virtually
commenced instantly on the receipt of Meade’s 9 p. m. order, and had
been pressed continuously from that time without interruption or delay.
Warren’s first order to Ayres of 9.35 p.M., had been to “im-
mediately withdraw his division, ete.” The next order at 11 p. M. was
“ Instead of halting your command you will proceed down the Plank
road to Dinwiddie Court House and report to General Sheridan.” The
only delay had been to issue rations—which of course was a necessary
delay. There was no delay at all at the bridge.

Major Benyaurd, pages 156-7 :

Q. How long were you at work there in building the bridge and building this new portion
of the road? A. About an hour.
Q Yousay Ayres’ men came down, You were there all the time? A. Yes.

Q. How long did the men wait? A. AsI got through I went up on the road and I met
the head of Ayres's column near the end of the causeway ; I spoke with General Ayres, who
was at the head of the column. I told him everything was ready for crossing; I bad a little
conversation with him. I asked how long he had been waiting there and he intimated to me
that it was but a few minutes. -

Q. Yousay that the stream was not fordable for infantry; suppose he had waited
there for as much as two hours would time have been saved by the building of the bridge,
in actually getting his division across—crossing the full division? A. Yes; I think so, be-
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cause they would have been enabled to cross in column, instead of straggling over one man
at a time. .

Q. Soyour deliberate judgment is that if Ayres had waited there two hours, there still
would have been a saving of time in getting his men across the stream? A. He would have
saved considerable time,

The movement made by Ayres from the White Qak road to near Din-
widdie was made with rapidity, considering the circumstances. His posi-
tion was close to the White Oak road. The d’'stance which Ayres had to
cover to the point where he met Forsyth and was turned back was about
four and a half miles. He probably did not receive the 9:35 order before
10. He had then to get in his pickets, and march back through a very
rough, muddy country to the Boydton road. For him to accomplish
that movement back to the Boydton road under the circumstances of
that night, Chamberlain estimated would require three hours.
He had to issue rations. His men had had fighting and hard work
for three days. He reached the bridge by 1:30 or 1:45; and he was
met by Forsyth about one mile from Dinwiddie as early as 3:45, for
Forsyth started at 3:20 from Dinwiddie. The head of Ayres’ column
met Forsyth about a mile south of the Brooks road, and it was after
Ayres had faced his column about, had marched back to the Brooks
road, and had gone well ont on the Brooks road, that the sun rose.
The whole time then which Ayres had taken to get in his pickets,
issue rations for his division, and march down within a mile of
Dinwiddie, was about five and three-quarters hours.

Gen. Ayres, page 247, Ans. to 9th Q.
Gen. Chamberlain, page 230, Ans. to 8th Q.

Testimony of Gen. Chamberlain, page 277 :

Question, Taking the condition of things as they were on the night of the 31st of March,
how long, in your opinion, would it take to get in a picket line and get a division of the size
of General Ayre’s back to the Boydton plank road after you received orders for the move-
ment? A. From our line on the White Oak road ?

Q. Yes? A. It would take about an hour to call in our pickets, get them all in. We
would not leave men out there on picket. I think I would not undertake to get a division
back to the Boydton plank road in the night time, in such a country as that, in less than two
hours. I think it would take three hours to get fairly back on the plank road, including the
hour getting in the picket.

This was quicker work than was done during that night, as far as we
have accurate testimony, by any other command or single man. And
the presumption is, that every one did his best. Humphreys who, as
is well known, was as energetic an officer as any in the army, received
an order to simply withdraw to the Plank road, from a position nearer
the Plank road than the position of Ayres, and did not get his troops
back to the Boydton roag till 6:30 in the morning.
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Humphreys' Dispatch 157.
Page 1306.
CLVIL
U. 8. Military Telegraph.
APrIL 1, 1865,
(By Telegraph from Id. Qrs. 2d Corps, 6:30 a. m., April 1, 1865.)
To Maj. Gen, WEBB:

IThave resumed the position cccupied by me yesterday morning, extending down the
Plank road and on the return. The mouvement commenced at 33 a. m.

(8'd) A. A. HUMPHREYS.
True copy from original dispatch, in Reccrds; Army of the Potomac; attested by Brt.
Lt. Col. Rob’t N. Scott, U. S. A.
LOOMIS. L. LANGDON
But. Lt. Colonel, U. 8. A.,
Recorder,

He did not begin his movement till 3} A. »., when Ayres was well
down near Dinwiddie, and Humphreys had received his orders to move
as early as 9:45 p. M.

See Dispatch 155.
Page 1305.
CLV.

U. 8. Military Telegraph.
Nunan. 2.55.*
By Telegraph from H'd Qr’s 2d C., 9:45 p. m., Mar. 31st, 1865.
To Gen’l WARREN "

I am directed to resume the position of this morning, holding as far as Mrs, Butler's &
the rcturn. As the return is your work, & as I do not know it, will you let me kaow if it
rests on Gravelly Run, & if not, upon what it does rest ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS, #. @.

Forsyth, a single horseman took an hour and a half, from 3.20 A. m.
to 4.50 A. M. toride on the plank road to Warren’s headquarters at the
Wilson House, a distance of 4} miles.

. It took an hour and a quarter for the bearer of Meade's written
dispatch of 11.45, No. 111, to reach Warren’s headquarters.

Mackenzie, who had about 1,500 cavalry, received his order to move
nearly as early as Warren, as far as the testimony shows. (His order
was issued as early as 9.45.)

Grant’s Dispatch No. 33.
Page 1251,
XXXIII

HeapQuarTERS ARMIES oF THE U, S.
Dabney's Mills, March 31, 18656—9.45 p. m.

[

Maj. Genl. MeapE,
Com’d’g Army of Dolomac:
If you can get orders to Mackenzie to move his cavalry to the support of Sheridan by way
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of the Vaughn road, do so. I have sent the same directions to General Ord. Please let me
know when Griffin gets started. If he pushes promptly I think there may be a chance for
cutting up the infantry the enemy have entrusted so far from heme.

Urge prompt movement on Griffin,

(8'd)
U. S. GraxT,
Lt Gen.
Official.
G. K. Leer, A4, 4. G.

Mackeunzie did not move till between 3 and 4 A. M. of April 1, and
did not reach Dinwiddie till between 10 and 11 A.m. He had only 11
miles to go, from Reams Station, and it was all by road.

Genl. Meade’s staff officer who took Dispatch No. 178 to Genl.
Sheridan left Meade’s headquarters before 10.45 (See Dispatch No. 38),
and did not reach Meade’s headquarters on his return till between 2
and three A. M. He had only 53 to 6 miles each way to go, all by roads,
in all 11 to 12 miles.

See Dispatch No, 40.

Major Gillies started from Dinwiddie that night “ about dark” and
did not reach Meade’s headquarters till midnight. He had 6 miles to
go. Returning by daylight, he left atabout 9 o’clock, and did not reach
Sheridan’s headquarters on the road between Five Forks and Dinwiddie
till about one o’clock.

Testimony Maj. Gillies, page 1139,
Answer to 8th 9th and 10th Q. and Ans. 17 to 23d Q.

‘We submit, then, that the movement to re-enforce Gen. Sheridan was
made with all possible speed. Gen. Ayres was an able and experienced
soldier. He is a man of known energy. He understood the need of
speed, and beyond any doubt he exerted himself to the utmost to make
this movement as quickly as he could. The precise delays of that
night’s movements we cannot at this lapse of time show. But there
can be no doubt that every man did his utmost. The result shows it.
A comparison of that movement with the other movements of the same
night makes it clear that extraordinary effort was used. There was no
delay anywhere, other than the delays that must necessarily have been
incidental to such an operation. The orders were issued immediately.
They were promptly obeyed and executed.

12. WARREN'S MOVEMENTS WITH GRIFFIN AND CRAWFORD.

As scon as Warren learned from Ayres that he had re-enforced
Sheridan, and received the dispatch brought by Forsyth, he went with
Wadsworth to Griffin’s headquarters and moved Griffin at once.

Capt. J. W. Wadsworth, pages 184-5:

By Maj. Asa Biep GARDINER, counsel for respondent:

Q. That was on the morning of April 1? A. Yes.
Q. And Griffin’s and Crawford’s divisions were there ? A. Yes; we started from head-
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quarters a little before daylight—General Warren and staff (indicating the road crossing a
little west of north to B. Butler’s); I think we rode across a little bridge that we had thrown
over the day before in a little fight we had; we moved across the country to where the two
divisions were, and then the general direction of the corps was off towards Dr. Boisseau’s and
down by Crump’s, moving across the country (the witness indicates a southwesterly direction).

Genl. Crawford, page 571:

Q. At what time did you receive your orders actually to move after that? A. At day-
light.

Q. By what command? A. By General Warren, in person.

Q. That would be about what hour? A. It was between daylight and sunrise; I think
shortly after five o’clock. .

Page b71 :

Q. Which part of your command was the last to leave the front of the enemy? A. The
last to leave was Baxter’s brigade ; the other two brigades were formed in column by regi-
ments, and took the road ; Baxter was formed in line of battle, and we withdrew in that way ;
General Warren was present with me at that time

Q. What part did General Warren take in the movements at that time? A. He was
with me; assisted me in these movements; I recollect I supposed at the time that the enemy
would follow the withdrawal of the skirmishers.

Q. Had you any indications that the enemy had withdrawn? A. None; our supposition
was that they were still there.

Capt. Mead, page 390, Ans. to 15th Q.

Genl. Warren, pages 739-40:

Q. Then, do you recollect who of your staff went with you to the White Oak road? A.
1 have no recollection of anybody but Captain Wadsworth.

Q. How soon did you start after getting the dispatch from Sheridan? A. Almost im-
mediately—just as soon as I could see—and I left my staff behind—those who were asleep—
because they had been up nearly all night—a good many of them all the night before; I ex-
pected a hard day’s work before us, and I ordered them to get some sleep if they could.

Q. You went up to the White Oak road ; state what dispositions you made there? A.
Werode as rapidly as we could go, and reached there in a very short time ; we rode directly
to Griffin, and I told him to move at once; he did move at once, as scon as he got the order;
he was all ready; then I wentto Crawford; I directed him to retire inline of battle, facing
the enemy’s works; I got a strong skirmish line out as soon as possible; where pickets were
already I converted the picket line into a skirmish line.

Crawford he placed in the rear, and withdrew with only the ordin.
ary precautions, which were necessary in the face of an active enemy,
with whom he had been engaged the day befere, and from whom Griffin
had apprehended an attack during the night.

Gritfin moved with no delay whatever—with Chamberlain in the ad-
vance— Warren remained for o time with Crawford at the rear, the post
of importance, and then went to the advance with Griffin. There he
received Genl. Sheridan’s orders to remain until farther instructions.

Genl. Warren, page 240 :

As soon as that was done, I left him, Crawford, and rode ahead to join General Griffin
at the forks on the road where Crump's road joins the one running from Dinwiddie Court
House to Five Forks. There I met General Griffin in person. I didn’t see Genzral Sheridan.
General Griffin told me that Sheridan had left word for all troops to halt that reached that
point; he would send word when he wanted us.
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13. GENERAL MEADE'S AND GEN. SHERIDAN'S EXPECTATIONS AT THE TIME
AS T0 WARREN’'S MOVEMENTS.

During those night movements Warren was responsible to Gen.
Meade until he reported to Gen. Sheridan. So Gen. Sheridan conceded.

Warren not only fully came up to Gen. Meade’s expectations, but he
was in advance of them. Gen. Meade at 6 A. M. expected that Warren
would be “ at or near Dinwiddie soon.” (See Dispatch No. 40.

Moreover, Warren fully realized Gen. Sheridan’s expectations. Gen.
Sheridan’s own dispatches, and the statements of his own staff officer
show beyond a doubt that Ayres came down the Boydton Road sooner
than Sheridan expected him ; and that Sheridan had no expectation
that Warren would attack in the rear with his two otker divisions any
earlier than daylight, if so early. The Dispatch No. 184, from Gen.
Sheridan’s headquarters, written, as Gen. Sheridan says in his later
letter, at 3 a. ar., says: “ Warren will attack the enemy at daylight in
flank from the Boydton Road.” This referred to Ayres’s movement.
Sheridan’s staff officer, whoever he was, who met Ayres’s column on
the Boydton Road, said to Ayres that he had come down sooner than
they had expected him.

Testimony, Ayres, p. 250.
“ Col. Swan, p. 292,

Sheridan’s Dispatch No. 114, of 3 a. a. to Warren, when speaking
of Warren “ attacking at daylight” on the enemy’s rear, speaks of this
attack being made only with the “division” (a mistake for brigade),
which Sheridan understood Warren already bad near Dr. Boisseau’s.
Sheridan evidently had no idea that Warren’s other two divisions
;vould come in at any time during the night, or even as early as day-
ight.

& The charge against Warren of slowness during that night was not
in Sheridan’s mind when he wrote those dispatches. It is an after-
thought.
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E.—THE FACTS AS TO THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS.

The evidence as to the battle of Five Forks establishes, as we main-
tain, the following points :

That the corps was moved up for the attack with all possible speed.

That for the long delay of the forenoon Gren’l Sheridan was person-
ally responsible.

That the confusion in Ayres’ division was very slight—was not such
as to call for the personal presence of Gen. Warren, who was at that
time occupied with other more pressing matters—and that confidence
was easily and quickly restored.

That the break between Crawford and Ayres was the certain and
necessary result of Gen’l Sheridan’s own misapprebension of the posi-
tion of the enemy's works, which the 5th Corps were to attack; that
this misapprehension was the supposition on Gen’l Sheridan’s part
that the angle of the enemy’s works on the extreme left was about
twelve hundred yards farther to the east than it really was.

That Warren made every possible effort to remedy the break ; that
he would have succeeded in doing so at once, had it not been for the
interference of a staff officer of Gen’l Sheridan ; that even after that in-
terference he did succeed in bringing Crawford and Griffin into the en-
gagement in the most effective manner possible under the changed
conditions.

That throughout the operations of the day, Gen'l Warren was zealous
for Gen’l Sheridan’s success.

That through the whole of the battle, Gen’l Warren was at that
point where his personal presence was of the greatest service.

That Gen’l Warren’s manner was the ordinary manner of the man
when intensely occupied, and that any imputations against him, based
upon his manner, should never have been made.

I.—TrE posiTioN oF THE ENEMY fAND GEN'L SHERIDAN'S PLAN OF
ATTACE.

1. TeE PosiTioN oF THE ENEMY.

The enemy, on learning of the advance on their rear of part of the
5th Corps in the evening of the 31st March, decided to withdraw from
Sheridan’s front.

Their withdrawal began before midnight, and was completed early
in the morning, when they were, with the exception of the rear
guard, in occupation of their line along the White Oak road. Mayo
says “it was as early as sunrise.”

Testimony Col. Mayo, page 497, Ans, 12 Q.
“ Lt.-Col. W. W. Wood, page 485, Ans. 8th Q.
¢ Gen’l Corse, page 421, Ans, 3d Q.
4« Capt. McCabe, page 611.
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Q. You got back to Five Forks on the morning of April 1st, about what hour? A. Abon
sunrise.

Q. The infantry got in line along the White Oak road, how soon after you? A. I can-
not say ; I know we moved down the road that-you call the Ford road, and just parked the
guns a little to the right of that road; and the first three guns at the Forks were put in position
about half-past eight o’clock ; the infantry were in position when those guns were put in position ;
1 find that hour noted, that that was the howur when the guns went into position at Five Forks.

Q. You say the infantry on your line were then in position ? A. They were, certainly,
on our immediate right and left; as soon as those guns were put in we went back again.

Q. You find an original menorandum of that hour? A. Yes.

Q. That you made at the time ? A, It was made some time that morning ; I cannot say
that it was made that very hour.

The position then occupied by the Confederates was as follows :
Their infantry, with a part of Beale’s Brigade of cavalry dismounted,
held a line of breastworks along or near the White Oak road, extending
from the little graveyard west of the Gilliam field on their right, east-
wardly to “the return” on their left flank,

The line faced southward and was located on the ridge, with
Hatcher’s Run about a mile to the rear.

Beginning on their left the infantry was in line as follows :

Ransom’s Brigade held the left, including “ the return,”

Wallace’s Brigade came next, and extended the line westwardly to
the west edge of the Sydnor field; both Ransom’s and Wallace’s
l(o}rigades were under Ransom’s command, detached from Anderson’s

orps.

Steuart’s Brigade extended the line to Five Forks.

Terry’s Brigade, under Mayo, extended the line westwardly, so that
its right regiment fronted on the Gilliam field.

Corse’s Brigade extended the line into the woods on the west side of
the Gilliam field.

These three last named brigades belonged to Pickett's Division.
Hunton’s Brigade, of Pickett's division, was absent. Beale’s Brigade,
of W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry division, held the right of the breastworks.
A portion of W. H. T. Lee’s division held also an advanced position
along the edge of the woods on the west side of the Gilliam field and
around the Gilliam house. Some artillery was also disposed to sweep
the Gilliam field. This part of their line was naturally strong, and was
held to the last. The other brigade of 'W. H. . Lee’s division, under
Barringer, mounted, watched and guarded the right of their line.

To the left of the Confederate infantry’s left flank was the cavalry
division of Munford, which fought dismounted.

Rosser’s division of cwvalry was in reserve on the north side of
Hatcher’s Run.

2. GENL. SHERIDAN’S PLAN OF ATTACK.

Genl. Sheridan’s plan, in general, was to attack and turn the enemy’s
left flank with the Fifth Corps, at the same time attacking the works in
front with his cavalry.

With this purpose, the cavalry were disposed in front of the enemy’s
works. Devin’s division was on the right of the road leading from
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Dinwiddie to Tive Forks; the right of Devin reached in an easterly
direction to some point which is not made exactly to appear. Custer’s
division was on the left of the main road from Dinwiddie to Five Forks.

The Fifth Corps was formed just south of Gravelly Run Church,
Ayres’ and Crawford’s divisions in front-—Ayres on the left and Crawford
on the right—each with two brigades in front and one in the rear, the
three brigades in each of those two divisions being each in two lines of
battle. Griffin’s division was formed in the rear of Crawford’s right,
substantially in column by battalions, with two regiments of Gregory’s
brigade on the right as flankers. The line of Crawford and Ayres was
formed obliquely to the Gravelly Run Church road, with the intention
that/moving forward jn Iing ditectly to the Iront, se=that[the corps, as_

'-?EIX:—L—OI‘—@ muldﬁgéﬁég%%e angle of the enemy’s works on Crawford’s
ront.

Genl. Sheridan was under a misapprehension as to the position of
the “retarn” which the Fifth Corps was expected to strike. He sup-
posed it was directly in front of the right of the Fifth Corps as the
Corps was formed. As = fact the “return” was about twelve hundred
yards (nearly three-quarters of a mile) to the left of where Genl. Sheridan
supposed it to be. Ayres’ left cleared the works by more than three
hundred yards.

It would seem to be the intention of Genl. Sheridan’s counsel, judg-
ing from his line of examination of certain witnesses, to insist that
Genl. Sheridan intended the Fifth Corps to strike the White Oak road
to the right of the angle, then wheel, and move along the road until
they struck the works. It is therefore necessary to examine the evi-
dence on this point.

In the first place, we have Genl. Warren’s diagram order, whichsets
out in detail and with exactness the supposed position of the enemy, and
the way in which the Iifth Corps was expected to strike the enemy.
The diagram was drawn for that very purpose. This order was sub-
mitted to Genl. Sheridan before the movement began, and he allowed it
to be issued by Warren to his division commanders. That is the clear-
est evidence we could have to the point that it conformed to his under-
standing of the position. Most certainly, Genl. Sheridan never allowed
Warren to issue an order to his division commanders, which gave the
position of the enemy wrongly, which would completely mislead them
as to the most important point in the whole situation.

Genl. Sheridan himself, in his own testimony, formally admits that
the diagram order “ conforms in substance to his instructions as he
gave them to Genl. Warren.” He repeats that testimony several times.

Testimony of Genl. Sheridan, p. 97, ans. to 8d question.

Testimony of Geeneral Sheridan, page 96 :

Q. Will you look at the printed copy of General Warren’s instructions to his division
commanders which you see there in the printed book, giving the formation which was to be
made, and see if that corresponds substantiaily with your recollection of the instructions you
gave him (book handed to witness)? A. Substantially; only I scarcely think that the right
division was so far to the right ; the formdtion was in the angle of these roads.
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Q. That conforms, does it not, to your instructions as you gave them to General Warren ?
A. In substance.

Page 99 :

Q. Were the only orders that you issued to Warren and the only instructions that you
gave to him then as to the engegement itself, those which he embodied in his orders to his
division commanders as to the general plan of the battle? A. I don’t know what the orders
were that he gave to the division commanders; if 1 could hear those I probably would know
better.

Q. I have just read it to you from the printed book.

Major GARDNER, counsel for respondent: It is not proven yet that those orders were given.

Mr. StickNEY, counsel for applicant: The fact is that the orders were issued; but I am
not asking the witness as to the issuance of those orders; I ask as to the orders he gave
Genceral Warren.

Q. The only orders or instructions you gave General Warren in relation to the engage-
ment were orders that corresponded with that? A. That represents, probably, the substance.
There was a good deal of conversation explanatory of that; but that embodies about it
generally,

Page 115:

Mr. StickNEY, counsel for the applicant: We have the original order that was issued,
giving a diagram which has been mentioned here; it is now almost illegible; we can, I sup-
pose, under the circumstances, refer to the printed copy, and the general can look at this
original.

g(Counsel produces a diagram and lays it before the court.)

Q. As T understand you, the formation as directed in that order of Warren corresponds
to the directions you gave him? A. Yes.

Q. Accurately enough, A. Yes; that is, so far as putting Griffin’s division behind
Crawford’s division; that is the best of my recollection, that there was a change.

Q. The other directions contained in that order correspond to the directions you gave?
A. Tthink I testified that it was substantially the same.

But would any soldier ever say that an order “conformed in sub-
stance to his instvuctions,” if i1t gave the position of the enemy
wrongly ? Moreover, the nature of the movement was fully discussed,
during the interval while the Fifth Corps was marching up to the
church, among the officers in General Sheridan’s presence. Warren,
Crawford, Ayres, Chamberlain, Capt. Swan, Capt. Newhall of Gen-
eral Sheridan’s own staff, Lt. Schermerhorn of General Griffin’s
staff, all testify that it was clearly understood that the enemy’s works
were in front of the Fifth Corps, as its line was then formed.

Genl. Ayres, page 267 :

Q. Refer to the diagram of the plan of the engagement, the original one, and state how
you expected to strike the angle of the enemy’s works? A. I supposed that probably my
division would strike it in front—perhaps half my division would strike it in front,

Genl. Chamberlain, page 273 :

Q. The heavy fire you heard on the left must have been the fire which came on Ayres's
left? A. I had no doubt that General Ayres had become engaged—had struck the works. I
ought to say that the works did not prove to be exactly in the position where they had been
indicated to us on our plan. [ understand distinctly that General Ayres was expected lo strike
those works in front, ’
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Capt. Swan, page 293 :

Q. (By the Court.) What was the direction of the line of battle ?

Mr. Stickney. It would be facing north by west.

Witness. We formed along the edge of the field, with Ayres’s division at this end. 4¢
that time I supposed that we were to strike the enemy square in front. 1 knew nothing about
a refused line. I was a subordinate officer, and I knew nothing about the other divisions
wheeling; I didn’t know whether they were all going to wheel against the enemy or what ;
but we were going straight forward with the sun on our left shoulder. |

Q. You expected to strike the enemy in front? A. Yes. -

Q. Expecled to strike thyir line of earthworks? A. Square in front.

Lt. Schermerhorn, page 691 :

Q. In the direction in which you were marching did you expect to strike their works ?
A. We expected them to be running in the same way. Idon’t know how, but we had an im-
pression that the works were farther back here, and extending farther this way. We were
astonished to find that they were here, and we swung around and were astonished to find
that they were so far to the left and so far to the south.

Capt. Newhall, page 145 :

Q. Then you say, on page 95, that it was supposed the right of the line would strike the
enemy as soon as the left or center. From what did you get that? A. That was my own con-
ception altogether.

Q. Isuppose you got that from what you heard the general say at the time? A. I
imagine so.

Q. You are quile clear that that was his purpose as he then expressed it? A. I was, when I
wrote this. 1 have not had any opportunity to confirm it.

General Sheridan says, in his statement to the court (page 55) : “ I did
not know the extentof that reverse flank, nor its strength, but it was the ob-
jective point of the attack that was made by the Fifth Corps.” He farther
says (page 55) : “I presumed that an extent of front of two divisions
was enough (o cover the works of the enemy.” Evidently he did not in-
tend that Crawford’s right should reach half a mile beyond the extremity
of the “return.” But 1t necessarily would do so, if the left of Ayres
was to rest on the White Oak road; for the front of the Fifth Corps as
formed was a thousand yards, and the length of the *“return” was less
than a hundred yards. That it was General Sheridan’s understanding
that the enemy’s works were direc!ly in front of the Iifth Corps, is made
still more clear by the fact that when General Ayres changed front to
his left to meet the fire from the return, although the whole corps had
then crossed the White QOak road, and General Sheridan saw i,
General Sheridan insisted that Ayres had changed front too soon, and
was firing on our own cavalry, who were south of the works, and not
on the enemy.

Genl. Ayres, page 257 :

Q. I want what he did say to you? A. He said he was afraid I was fighting his
cavalry. ° )
Q. That was before you carried the works? A. Yes.

Page 266 :

Q. You say that before the works were carried by your division at that angle that Gen.
eral Sheridan said he was afraid you were fighting his cavalry? A, Yes.
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Q. Might not that have been said just after you had carried that angle of the works?
A. Noj; it was not said after ; it was said before.

Q. What did you understand he meant by that? A, I thonght he feared that I had
changed my front too soon; that I had struck the flank of the cavalry along the front.

Q. You gave us yesterday a conversation with General Sheridan in which ke expressed
to you the fear that you werc then firing into the cavalry? A. Yes; just when I changed
my front.

Y Q. Was there such a conversation or a conversation on that point at more than one
time? A. He came to me some three times at short intervals and expressed the same fear
that I had changed my front too soon. and was engaging the cavalry instead of the enemy;
that 7 Zad changed it before I got swfficiently far north. .

Q. Ie was afraid that the fire coming 1n on you was from our cavalry? A, Yes.

Capt. Newhall, page 147 :

I was sent by General Sheridan to General Winthrop on the left of Ayers’s division.

Q He was Ayres'sreserve, was he not ? A. I do not know, perhaps he was; at any rate
he was on the left of Ayres’s division. 1 took orders to him from General Sheridan to be very
careful not to fire on our own cavalry.

_ Apparently, from the questions put to the different witnesses, Gen-
eral Sheridan’s counsel intends to maintain that the Fifth Corps should
have begun “to wheel” as soon as they struck the White Oak road,
without regard to tue position of the enemy. The expression “swing
around” in Warren’s order was, of course, used with reference to the
position of the enemy, as it was indicated in the diagram, and as it was
understood to be. The position of the enemy was, of course, the vital
point of the situation. General Sheridan saw the whole corps crossing
the White Oak road ; Crawford struck it even sooner than Ayres; and
Ayres crossed it. But General Sheridan, instead of stopping Ayres, said
that Ayres had not gone far enough. General Sher:dan would be put in
a very peculiar position as a soldier, by this supposition of his counsel,
which is entirely at variance with the testimony of General Sheridan
himself. Most assuredly it was never his intention to expose the flank
of an entire corps of iufantry, as he did, to the fire of that “return.”
Flanking an enemy means getting “your iront on the enemy’s flank, not
your flank in front of the enemy’s earthworks.

II.-—THE ADVANCE OF THE 5TH Corps TO GRavELLY RUN CHURCH AND ITS
FORMATION THERE.

The point attempted to be made here against Gen'l Warrenisthat the
5th Corps was slow 1n its movement up to the church. The order for the
advance was issued by Genl. Sheridan at 1 p.M. The5th corps was
foriced, ready to move, at 4 p.M. As to this last hour one witness (Maj.
Dana, page 1014) professes to place the beginning of “the engagement ™
as late as 5.15. If this is understood to mean “ the engagement ” at the
place where the witness was, there is no discrepancy. That the
formation was completed at 4 is not open to controversy. Genl. Sher-
idan and Genl. Warren both agree on this point. They were the two
men most especially interested in this point of time. Genl. Warren
had assumed that this time would be required.
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Statement of Genl. Sheridan, p. 55:

At one o'clock p. M., Genl. Warren says in his official report, he received my order to
move his corps from the point where it was massed at J. Boisseau’s house, and shortly there-

after he reported tome. I think he is correct as to the time,
* * * *

* * *

The distance from J. Boisseau’s house to Gravelly Run Church is two miles, and the for-
mation of the corps near the latter place was accomplished about 4 r. M.

The testimony clearly establishes that the march up to Gravelly Run
Church was made as quickly as it could be made. On this point, a
charge against Warren is a charge against all the chief officers of his
corps. On the other points of the case he can be attacked without at-
tacking them. Here it is not so. The order for the speedy and im-
mediate advance of the corps was given by Warren immediately, and
was more than once repeated. All the general officers in that corps, all
the division and brigade commanders, Crawford, Griffin, Ayres, Cham-
berlain and Winthrop, and others, well understood that they were march-
ing to meet the enemy, and that time was of the utmost importance.
No fair-minded man can have a doubt that those officers pressed their
commands forward with all possible speed. General officers, with the
records which those men have, are entitled to some presumptions in
their favor, and must not be required to prove their innocence of a
charge which involves to them great dishonor. The commanders of
Warren’s divisions snd brigades were men who had been well tried.
They were men who could be safely trusted to bring their commands
up for that attack.

The simplest computation, however, shows that the corps took for
that movement only the time which any experienced soldier knows it
certainly would require. There were in the corps on that day 12,000
men. T'wo divisions, Crawford’s and Griffin’s, were massed at J. Bois-
seau’s, and one (Ayres’) at the junction of the Brooks road with the
road from Dinwiddie to Five Forks. The corps had to move up by a
single narrow road—by the flank. The whole corps would have to
stretch out its evtire length on the road before the rear of the column
could begin to move ; and.the rear of the column would have to march
the er;tire distance after it got the 1ioad. . The distance to be marched
was almost exactly 21 miles : and the column would cover about that
distance on the ro);d.%é%hfnc a half miles, then, would have to be
covered by the rear of the column before it would reach the place of
formation. The roads were very heavy, somewhat blocked with the am-
munition wagons and led horses of the cavalry (for which no one is here
blamed) and the men were worn: Two miles an hour is the outside that
infantry could do under those circumstances, if they were to be of service
after they had done the distance. Assuming, then, that there were no
delays whatever for any reason, allowing no space at all for intervals,
and no time for the transmission of the orders, or for the formation, the
mere marching would take 2} hours. This Gen. Sheridan must be sup-
posed to have understood. If the infantry were not at the front at the
time be wanted them there, it was no fault of Gen. Warrea. The opinion
given by Gen. Chamberlain was (p. 235) : *“"The loss of time was that six
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hours’ halt.” And most military men will agree with him. That six hours’
halt was not Gen. Warren’s doing. Tor that Gen. Sheridan gave the
order. He admits it (see his report, p. 21 Record).

He had known soon after midnight that the enemy was retiring from
his front. That fact was freshly apparent every minute throughout the
whole forenoon. On his own statement, he left 12,000 infantry halted
practically five miles to the rear of where he wanted them till one
o’clock in the afternoon, while the enemy without any interruption was
throwing up the earthworks on the White Oak road.

Testimony General Fitzhugh Lee, p. /471 :

Q. At the very beginning of the engagement where were you personally? A, We
forméd our line about nine o’clock in the morning, to the best of my recollection ; everything
continued quiet ; we were followed up by the Federal cavalry, but there was very litile if any,
skirmishing, and my recollection is that our impression was that it was simply a force follow-
ing our movements back to Five Forks for the purpose of watching them and not for any
aggressive purpose ; I personally remained in the front from nine until about twelve o’clock,
everything being quiel.

Col. Mayo, page 498 :

Q. When you got back to Five Forks“that morning, along the part of the line that you
occupied, what was the condition of your intrenchments ? A. There were none; we went to
work immediately throwing up intrenchments; we made a very respectable breastwork,
with what we had to work with, in about an hour and a half or two hours,

Q. Were you attacked or molested while you were engaged in that? A, No, sir,

Col. Wood (W. W.) page 485 :

Q. When did Stewart’s brigade first become engaged, and with what Federal force, the
day of Five Forks? A. After getting to Five Forks and eating breakfast, I suppose about
eleven o’'clock in the morning, a small force of cavalry, not numbering over 75 or 100,
rushed upon us just where we were throwing up works.  We disposed of them very easily;
and we were not molested any more—not a gun fired any more until atlacked in the evening by
General Warren's corps of tnfantry on the left.

Gen. Corse, pp. 420, 421:

Q. On your portion of the line on the White Oak road, where did the attack come from?
A. The attack came—commenced while we were in line there; there were more than one or
two demonstrations; they didn't amount to the dignity of an attack; I could not estimate it
at more, perhaps, than a squadron of cavalry galloping down in front of my line, and some of
them jumped over the picket-Jine, and they were fired upon from the main line, and retired
and rode off down the front of the line into the woods upon the left of my line, in {ront of the
White Qak road; that was early—about noon: there was some little demonstration; they
came out then and deployed some troops in the Gilliam ficld, and they were fired upon by the
artillery; they didn’t make any attack; didn’t get as far, perhaps, as my skirmishers ; that
was early in the day, following the cavalry demonstration; but later in the day this demon-
stration by cavalry was made; I didn’t suppose by more than a squadron; I recollect turning
to my a djutant-gencral, and saying, * This is not an attack; this is merely to develop ourline
—see where we are.  The attack is not to be made here;” Ilater in the day, some heavy
infantry firing commenced upon our left.

Genl. W. H. T. Lee, p. 532:

Q. During the middle of the day did you have any substantial engagement ? A. Nothing
serious; we had some squadron charges, and possibly a regiment might have been seriously
engaged; but no general engagement.

Capt. McCabe, p. 512:

Q. About what time of day was the first attack on your main line in front? A. You
mean the fight ?
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Q. Yes ? A, Ithink it was about half-past four; I cannot be exact.
Q. Before that time there had been no substantial firing? A. No; they had been feeling
our position, '

An officer in Gen. Sheridan’s position cannot safely make charges
of slowness and delay against Gen. Warren. The conirast between
Gen. Sheridan’s operations of this forenoon and Warren’s prompt des-
pateh of Bartlett to Gen. Sheridan’s support the previous day is one
which is not to Gen. Sheridan’s advantage.

Gen. Warren, while his division and brigade commanders were
bringing up their men to the church, used his time to examine the
ground, to throw out pickets, to confer with Gen. Sheridan, and get an
understanding of his plans for the battle, to superintend the formation
of his corps, and to give instructions to his subordinate commanders
as they reached the ground. Did not these matters demand his per-
sonal attention ? -

IIT.—THE ADVANCE oF THE WHOLE 5TH CORPS UNTIL AYRES CHANGED
Froxt T0 THE LEFT.

The whole corps moved out from the rear of the Church together.
A glance at the map and at the formation shows that Crawford’s right
brigade (Baxter’s) was in the woods when the corps was formed, and
nearly the whole of it remained continuously in the woodsuntil it struck
the Sydnor field. Crawford’s left brigade (Kellogg’s) was in the woods
nearly continuously until it crossed the White Oak Road into the
second field to the east of the “ return,” the smaller field. Griffin’s di-
vision was almost wholly in the woods from the very beginning of the
advance until it came into the Sydnor field. It formed in the woods
and kept there.

The divisions all moved together in their respective situations, until
Ayres got the fire on his left.

Ayres’ division, as soon as it was well forward in the first field to
the east of the ‘““return,” got a fire in front from Manford’s cava'ry, who
were under cover in the edge of the woods.

Testimony Genl. Munford, p. 449, Ans. to 9th Q.

At almost the same time Ayres got a still sharper fire on his left
flank from the direction of the “return.” Ayres very promptly and
handsomely, of his own motion, changed front to the left, by flanking to
the left and filing to the left, and wheeling his reserve brigade (Win-
throp’s) to the left, bringing it on the left of his left brigade. The
right brigade (Gwyn’s) swung around on the right of the second at
double quick. Winthrop, though an order was sent to him, had begun
his movement before the order reached him.

This was the time when the confusion, such as it was, took place
in Ayres’ division. Gen. Sheridan says (page 100) :

“QOur skirmish line lay down, and the fire of the enemy was very slight ; the line became
confused, and commenced firing straight in the air. The poor fellows had been fighting be-

hind breastworks for a long period, and when they got out to atfack breastworks, they seemed
to have been a little timid. I began to get alarmed.”
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The testimony on this point does not bear out Gen. Sheridan’s
statement. Munford was in a good position to see precisely how much
that confusion was. He says (page 450) that such confusicn as there
was “would have happened anywhere in the world with that fire.” He
says again (page 453) :

““ We were in position to fire; they were not expecting fire from us, when we opened by

some marksmen as good as ever fired a gun, firing deliberately upon them; it was nothing
more than would happen anywhere else.”

This testimony is corroborated by Col. Porter of Gen. Grant's staff,
Maj. G. A. Forsyth of Gen. Sheridan’s staff, and by the testimony of
Ayres. In all probability many of the skirmishers did lie down. It
was the ordinary and proper thing to do. The evidence of Gen. Sheri-
dan as to Ayres’ men being “ timid,” from their having fought “behind
breastworks " solong, is met by Gen. Ayres’ testimony, given at page 254 :

“ How did that line move up to the White Oak road? A. I had better describe, perhaps,
what troops I had, in the first place; as I formed my line of battle, the Maryland Second
Brigade was on the left, and the Third Brigade, Delaware and Pennsylvania troops, on the
right front; in the rear was my First Brigade, under Winthrop, which I came in command
of just before Gettysburg; they had fought through the Wilderness, at Spottsylvania,
Bethesda church (Cold Harbor) Petersburg, and upon the Weldon Railroad, and never but
once behind breastworks; they had fought in the open many times, and assaulted the
enemy’s breastworks many times; they numbered 800 out of 3,600 men with which I crossed the
Rapidan; reduced from 3,600 to 1,500 in the first twenty-six days; I lost twelve colonels to
nine regiments, and every field officer, in the Wilderness; those were my First Brigade troops ;
the Second Brigade were four regiments of Marylanders; they came to me just before the
Weldon Railroad ; I putthem in on the railroad the first two days, and they helped to win
the battle in the open; on the third day they fought behind breastworks; then during the
rest of the season they fought at different times and places, and never but once behind breast-
works, as mentioned before; the last fight they had was at Dabney’s Mills, in the open, until
they fought here (at Five Forks).

Q. You were on one side of the breastworks here? A. Yes; been there before with the
same troops; the Third Brigade were Delaware and Pennsylvania troops that came to me
just after the Weldon Railroad ; they were a sort of re-enforcement to me; sent to me by
General Warren, but they had the same fortune with the rest of my troops after that.

Q. Had you any of the regulars of your division here? A. No; the regulars had been
buried ; I had regulars, what were known as the regular division, before I went into the
battle of Gettysburg ; I left one-half of them there, and buried the rest in the Wilderness;
there were no regulars left.”

What General Sheridan said as to those men, was not a generous
thing for a Lieutenant-General in the United States Army to say of
men who had won a battle for him, even if it had been correct. But it
was not correct.

To this confusion, such as it was, General Warren did not give his
personal presence. It can hardly be urged by General Sheridan or his
counsel, that General Warren’s presence was needed. TFor there was
General Sheridan himself. There too, were General Ayres and all his
staff, besides all of Geeneral Sheridan’s staff.

At this time General Warren was giving his personal attention to
Crawford and Griffin. The bringing in of Generals Crawford and
Griffin was, as General Sheridan says, the important point at that time.
That is what Warren was doing.
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IV.—THE MOVEMENTS OF AYRES, FROM THE TIME WHEN HE CHANGED
FRroNT TO THE LLEFT UNTIL THE END OF THE BATTLE.

Ayres’ division, having changed front to the left to meet the fire on
his left, pressed on through the copse and carried the “return.”

This was done mainly with the first and and second brigades ; the
third (Gwyn’s), which was for the time disconnected, passed mainly to
the north of the * return,” came up with Chamberlain on the west side
of the Sydnor field, and was engaged with the enemy at that point.

Ayres, after carrying the ‘return,” made a halt just within the “re-
turn,” by the command of General Sheridan, and afterwards moved
westwardly along the line of the White Oak road, being, during the rest
of the battle, substantiaily not engaged. This halt must have lasted
nearly half an hour. The lines were reformed, and Ayres had a large
number of prisoners to dispose of.

YV.—TaE MovEMENTS OF CRAWFORD, FROM THE TIME WHEN AYRES CHANGED
FrostT TO THE LEFT UNTIL THE END OF THE BATTLE.

Crawford made no break from Ayres—Ayres made the break from
Crawford, as he was compelled to do, in order to meet the unexpected
fire on his left flank. This break of Ayres from Crawford was
the direct and necessary result of Gen. Sheridan’s misapprehension as
to the position of the “ return.” ,

The position of Crawford’s division, at the time Ayres changed front
to the left, was this: Baxter’s brigade, on the right, was in the woods,
north of the White Oak road, about 500 yards from the road where they
had crossed it on a line drawn to the rear, perpendicular to their line of
battle ; that is a matter of simple measurement on the map. Kellogg’s
brigade, on the left, was also almost wholly in the woods, having then
passed somewhat beyond the second field east of the “return,” the
smaller one.

Warren, as soon as Ayres changed front, sent orders to both Craw-
ford and Griffin to move to the left to the support of Ayres.

Warren also went in person to Crawford’s left, established a new
line for Kellogg, ordered Kellogg to change front to this new line, and
to remain halted until Baxter should form on his right. He then went
to Baxter and ordered him to form on the right of Kellogg.

Testimony of Col. Kellogg, p. 219 :

Q. Will you state what the first was? A. Allow me to premise by saying that General
Warren came to me just at the time I had executed or partially executed that change of my
front and I received orders from him in persen; it was simply a reiteration of the orders I had
formerly received from General Crawford. General Warren seemed to be quite in earnest.

Col. Richardson, p. 315:

Q. State it to us as you recall it? A. After we had crossed the White Oak road we
were ordered to wheel and move in a more westerly direction; as we went in we received u
direct order from General Warren himself; the original order, as T understood it, was that we
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were to move along the line of the road ‘past the church until we struck the White Oak road,
and then there would be a general wheel; but there was a wheel made by direct orders from
General Warren himself; the wheel of our brigade was made on a fixed pivot.

Kellogg made his change of front, and was halted, waiting for Baxter,
when Maj. Geo. A. Forsyth, of Gen. Sheridan’s staff, ordered him to ad-
vance immediately, which he did ; Kellogg then moved forward in his
new direction.

Testimony of Col. Kellogg, p. 219 :

Q. Careful and minute in his directions? A. Yes; he repeated substantially the same
order I had formerly received; General Warren then rode away; my command was receiving
a very light fire; I judged that there might be, perhaps, a skirmish line or a picket line of
the enemy in there; I lost one man wounded; that I recollect distinctly, but I had my color-
line out so as to form a skeleton line; I ordered my men to lie down to protect them from this
fire temporarily until Baxter had formed; just at this time Colonel Forsyth appeared in front
of the Seventh Wisconsin Regiment, which was my left regiment, my first line, and directed
them to move forward, or gave them some order, I don’t recollect precisely what it was; I
immediately rode out to Colonel Forsyth and asked him who he was, and told him that I com-
manded that brigade, and if he had any orders, to give them to me, and he says: “Your
orders are to move into action,” or words to that effect; I asked him the question, and he
gave it as coming from General Sheridan; I asked him if General Sheridan was aware of the
fact that my brigade was the pivot of the change of front and that they were to guide upon
my right; we had some italicised conversation about that time; I recollect precisely what it
was; I felt as though I was in a dilemma; he replied that 1 had received my orders.

Maj. G. A. Forsyth, page 315:

Q. Did you meet General Crawford himself about that time? A. No, sir; when I got
over to the line, naturaily the first officer I met was, I think, a lieutenant-colonel, and I
shouted, I said, “ Swing in to the left here; the fighting is here on the left,” and almost im-
mediately I went forward and met a colonel, I think, I am not positive about this, it may
have been a brigadier-general, and hesaid to me, * What are you interfering with my brigade
for 2”—I think these are the words—¢ Who are you?” I said, “I am Colonel Forsyth of
General Sheridan’s staff, and I want you to swing this brigade in to the left.” [ am not posi-
tive now, looking back at it; we did not exactly agree. He seemed to be very determined to
have his own way. He secmed to have his ortﬁ:rs; he seemed to understand himself, I
was a little—well, not a little but a great deal —annoyed, but there was one thing certain, he
did not know me and I did not know him, He said he must take his orders from people he
knew. I then turned to find General Crawford, whom 1 knew slightly. T rode over some
distance and could not sce him, then I came back again. Then 1 came across another officer
who was commanding a brigade, and who, I think, was Colonel Kellogg. I struck his left
and tried to swing them in. The colonel rode up and was very indignant and wanted to
know what I was doing with his brigade. 1 told him what I wanted to do was to swing that
brigade in to the left by order of General Sheridan. He said he had his orders from hisown
authority, General Crawford or General Wurren, and said that he would take orders from
either of them ; that he did not know me. I was very anxious to get the brigade in, and he
was just as determined to follow out his instructions, and there was some conversation.
I think the conversation was in italics for a moment or two; then they kept on the road, I
saw at once he certainly knew what he was about as regards his orders, and I was simply
very much distressed. .

Kellogg passed through the Sydnor field, mainly between the Sydnor
house and the Chimneys. The Sydnor house was for a time held by
the enemy, who were dislodged by a detachment of the 91st New York.

Testimony Col. Kellogg, p. 320, Ans. to 1st Q.
“ Col. Denslow, pp. 334, 835.

Kellogg then moved on to the Ford road, continually pressing back
the part of Munford’s command which was opposed to him.
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_ Baxter’s brigade, when Kellogg had been taken away, was left with
no connection on either flank. In pursuance of the ovder received from
both Warren and Crawford, Baxter continued to move to the left as
quickly as possible, and moved westwardly to the Ford road. His
brigade crossed the Sydnor field to the north of the Chimneys, with its
right very near the extreme northern corner of the field.

Testimony, Capt. Herr, p. 553, Ans. to 9th Q.

Baxter was lightly engaged by that part of Munford’s command who
were in his front, who continually extended to their left to avoid being
out-flanked.

Testimony, Capt. Herr, p. 554, Ans. to Tth Q.
‘o Gen’l Munford, p. 412, Ans. to 10th Q.

Coulter, who was Crawford’s rear brigade, at the time Ayres
changed front to the left, was probably 300 or 400 yards north
of the White Oak road. He began at once to swing to the
left, and moved forward through the Sydnor field, somewhat to
the south of Kellogg’s line of march. From the west side of the Sydnor
field, Coulter moved westwardly to the Ford road, his left passing
through or near the clearing marked F, where a sharp fire was received
from the enemy.

Testimony, Gen’l Munford, p. 446, Ans. to 2d Q.

& Gen’l Coulter, p. 3561, Ans. to 1st Q.
“ Lt. Esmond, p. 359, Ans. to 2d Q.

The statement so often repeated that Crawford drifted out of the
batile is wholly imaginative. A simple measurement on the wap shows
that Crawford’s extreme right, passing through the Sydnor field, rested
almost exactly where it would have rested if Ayves had changed front
at a halt, with no enemy present, with his left resting on the White
Qak road, and if Crawford had thenbeen in close connection on the right
of Ayres. The front of the 5th Corps as formed was about 1,000 yards.
That would bring the right of Baxter precisely where the testimony
shows it to have been, in the extreme novthern corner of the Sydnor
field. That was after a march through woods in a very rough country,
when the enemy’s fire, for a time at least, must have considerably
drawn them to the right.

By the time the different brigades of Crawford’s division reached
the Ford road, they were tolerably well together. When the greater
part of them had crossed the Ford road, by command of Warren, they
changed direction to the south to move against the force of the enemy
on the Ford road. This force was Terry’s brigade, under Mayo, which
had been ordered by Gen. Pickett from the works on the White Oak
road to meet the advance of Crawford in their rear. Two pieces of the
enemy’s artillery were also on the Ford road.

Testimony Col Mayo, page 499-500. Ans. to 2d Q.
«“ Maj. G. A. Forsyth, page 105, Ans. to 11th Q.
o« Lt. Esmond, page 361, Ans. to 6th Q.
u Gen'l Coulter, page 355, Aus. to 9th Q.
“ Gen’l Crawford, page 585, Ans, to 12th Q.
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Crawford’s division then moved southwestwardly to the White Oak
road, pressing this force of the enemy before them, and crossed the
works on the White Oak road on the north side of the Gilliam field.
Baxter was farther to the right and did not cross the works.

Testimony Gen’l Crawford, pnge 577, Ans. to 6th Q.
“ Col. Kellogg, page 221, Ans. to 18th Q.
« Gen’l Coulter, page 352, Ans, to 1st Q.
“ Capt. Herr, page 556, Ans. to 4th Q.
o Col. Denslow, page 335, Ans. to 7th Q.

Crawford’s division, led by Warren in person, then moved west-
wardly along the White Oak road, Baxter’s brigade on the north side
of the works, Coulter’s and Kellogg’s in the main on the south side, all
in connection with a portion of Custer’s cavalry, under the command of
Custer. The enemy made their last stand on the west side of the Gil-
liam field. The pursuit by the infantry ceased in or near the field
marked V.

Testimony Capt. Herr, page 557, Ans. to Tth Q.
i Lt. E. E. Wood, page 831, Ans. to 4th Q.
“ Gen'l Corse, page 428, Ans, to 11th Q.
" Col. Randal, page 702, Ans. to 6th & 7th Q.
4 Col. D. L. Smith, page 605, Ans. to 17th Q.
o« Capt. H. G. Wood, page 830, Ans. to 10th Q.
« Capt. Benyaurd, page 172, Ans. 17th Q.
o Lt. Esmond, page 362, Ans, to 1st Q.
“ Col. Denslow, page 836, Ans. to 4th Q.

VI—TsE MOVEMENTS OF GRIFFIN'S DIVISION, FROM THE TIME WHEN AYRES
CHANGED F'RONT TO THE LEFT TILL THE EXD OF THE BATTLE.

‘When Ayres changed front to the left, Griffin had for some time
been in the woods, having entered the woods almost immediately when
the corps first mmoved forward.

Immediately on Ayres changing front to the left, Warren sent orders
to Griffin to move to the left and come in on the right of Ayres.

Testimony Major Cope, p. 324, Ans. to 9th Q.

Every effort was made by Griffin and his subordinate commanders
to carry this order into effect.

‘When Griffin reached a point in the woods near the extreme east-
erly corner of the Sydnor field, he halted his division. At that time
Warren came to Griffin, told him he was too far to the right, and
ordered him to move across the Sydnor field in a southwesterly direc-
tion and attack the enemy, who were then forming on the west side of
the Sydnor field. Griffio would probably have made the movement if
he had had no order. Chamberlain, without any order, hearing the
heavy firing on his left, where Ayres was engaged, moved bis command
in a southwestwardly direction by the left flank across the Sydnor field,
and became engaged with the portion of the enemy who rallied on the
west side of the field, north of the White Oak road. The force of the
enemy at that point was part of Steuart’s brigade, with such men of
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Wallace’s and Ransom’s commands as had come back from Ayres’
assault. Part of Gwyn’s brigade {Ayres’ 3d), as Chamberlain became
engaged, came up on Chamberlain’s right, having passed north of the
return and moved west across the Sydnor field.

Testimony of Capt. Brinton, page 302 :

Q. Did you see General Warren anywhere at that time? A. While I was standing at
the ““ Chimneys” General Warren rode up from the woods, which was then upon our rear as
it were, as if he had come from General Ayres. He asked me where General Griffin was, and
1 told him I had just left him below in the woods, and he had halted his command. General
Warren then rode to Griffin, and they had some conversation. Then I afterwards saw
General Warren go towards where I afterwards learned General Crawford was.

Q. You saw them conversing? A. Yes.

Chamberlain and Gwyn for a time had a quite sharp engagement,
but pressed back the enemy in their front and captured a large number
of prisoners. Bartlett also moved from a point in the woods east of
the Chimneys, near the edge of the Sydnor ficld, across the Sydnor field
westward. When the enemy on the west side of the Sydnor field was
broken, the greater part of Griffin’s command moved westward, part of
the division skirmishing through the woods, but the greater portion
moving with Ayres’ division along the White Oak road. Two detach-
ments of Grifin’s command Warren found on the Iford road, where
they had moved, passing around Crawford’s right and rear. One of
them he used as a reserve on the south side of the Boisseau field, the
other he sent to occupy the crossing of the Ford road over Hatcher’s
Run. This latter detackment had some skirmishing with Rosser’s cav-
alry command, who were on the north side of the Run, and who made a
demonstration to cross the Run at that point. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, who
was present, got the impression that the United States infantry were
there in heavy force, and that an attempt by his cavalry to cross the
stream would be fruitless.

Testimony Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, p. 471, Ans, to 6th Q.

- Another portion of Griffin’s command (two regiments of Gregory’s
brigade) after moving to the northward, on Griffin’s right, returned to
the White Oak road, and moved westward along the White Oak road
in the rear of Ayres.

VII.—THE MOVEMENTS OF THE CAVALRY.

The final advance of the cavalry over the enemy’s works was not
made notil Crawford bad driven Mayo down to the earthworks on the
north side of the Gilliam field. This is apparent from the fact that the
cavalry, as the witnesses from both the cavalry and infantry agree,
when they went over the works, met Griffin’s and Ayres’ divisions
coming in op their right. Sheridan was with the advance of Griffin
and Ayres. Crawford was then considerably in advance of all of them ;
for Warren, after he passed Sheridan, moving westward on the White
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Oak road, came up again with Crawford’s troops, who had some
minutes earlier struck the works, after driving Mayo southward.

The Confederate witnesses all agree, too, that their lines were un-
broken by the attack on their front.

Testimony of Lieut. J. H. Blakemore, pages 1189-90:

Q. Did you pass close by the Forks where youhad guns? A, Yes.

Q. Do you recollect how many you had there? A. I do not distinctly recollect the num-
ber of guns; I passed at least three pieces of artillery.

i Q. Posted at the Forks ? A, I cannot say they were posted there; they were halted
there.

Q. Were your artillerymen still at their guns when you got there ? A. They seemed to
ne to be waiting for orders to take the guns off the field; just at that moment, in riding by
with General Ransom, I know an artilleryman asked General Pickett, who was there, what he
should do with the artillery, and I recollect his telling the men to cut the traces and take
the horses out, which they proceeded to do ; that was when we were retreating through the
woods and along the White Oak road.

Maj. G. A. Forsyth, pages 205-6 :

Q. You continued with them from a place somewhere near the left of the enemy’s works ?
A. 1 cannot tell where we struck their works; I am not positive about that, only we got in
there at once; we went in and had a pretty sharp fight in two or three minutes; they seemed
to be surprised to find us there; we seemed to have struck their flank, and they turned around
and faced us,

Q. General Crawford’s men struck the enemy that way? A. What I mean to say is,
the enemy, as near as I could judge, were evidently coming down that road, the Ford road,
and that they saw us and had 1o go back; they were going towards Hatcher’s Run.

Q. How much of a force? A. I could only see part of it as it came out there, but it was
a substantial force.

Q. Then the part of our forces that you were with there had a sharp fight for a little
time upon the Ford road with the Confederates, who were trying to get away to Hatcher’s
Run? A TIshould judge so.

Q. Was there any firing upon our troops by their artillery about that time and place ?
A. I do not think so, but I do not want to be positive about that ; there was some artillery in
the road, and when we pressed up there I recollect one of the officers came up and said, “1I
want you to bear witness that my regiment captured these guns;” I recollect some dismounted
cavalry getting in on the other side, on the south side; they were coming down, and for a
moment we had some pretty sharp fighting—four or five minutes; the troops for a moment
seemed to hesitate; I know that Captain Martin, of General Sheridan’s staft, met me there;
that was after I had gone over to find Gencral Crawford; we encouraged the men the best
we could, and finally the mnen broke over; I could not tell whether it was an intrenchment or
a ditch that they broke over, and followed the enemy out, and came out into a large deserted
cotton-field ; the enemy formed a line across that field and opened on us, and we had some pretty
sharp firing; I know 1 lost the best horse I ever had there, blown all to pieces.

Q. What field was that ? A, They forced them back in here westerly, and just as we
got in these woods we began to fight; there were two guns in the road captured. [Witness
indicates on the map south of Young’s field.] _After we forced the enemy through here I saw
the cavalry coming dashing down the Whit: Oak road—mounted cavalry going west.

Q. Whose cavalry ? A, Our cavalry, the First Cavalry; where my horse was killed
there was a sort of rail fence. and after we got into the fidld this enemy made a stand ; our people
drove them over a field, over there somewhere; it does not appear on the Gillespie map.
[ Witness indicates southwest of Young’s field.]

Q. Cun you fix where you think the clearing was, as nearly as you ecan? A. I have never
been there since then; I will tell you why I am so positive there was a road; because when
my horse was shot, he ran about 60 yards after he was shot in the head, and fell dead in the
corner of a field; as our tronps rushed by me I sang out to Captain Lord, I think it was, and
asked him to send me a horse; he turned and said something, I do not know %vhat it was, and
in a few moments a nan came back and eaid there would be a horee there for me; I know I
ran along with the infantiy for perhaps a mile, and then a horse came to me; then I went down
the road, and after a while Icame back to where General Sheridan was ; it was dark then.
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Gen. Chamberlain, pages 282-283 :

Q. There was no continuous fighting after you reached the Ford road? A. There was
fighting up to the Ford road, but beyond that my command did not have much fighting;
none to speak of,

Q. Did you keep along to the westward? A. We pushed along to the farther edge of
the ficld; we went through the woods along by the White Oak road, and the north of it, in
as good a line as we could keep.

Q. Do you know what time of day it was when you reached the westerly end of the
enemy’s works with your brigade ? A. I do not think my brigade struck the westerly end
of the enemy’s works. s

Q. You went yourself, then? A. T saw sharp firing there.

Q. About what time of day was that ? A. It was about sunset.

Q. Do you know whether that was with the cavalry or not ? A I judged by that firing ;
1 thought that was an infantry engagcement; it was not with my troops.

Q. Was it much of a fire? A. It was a very brisk fire; a very sharp fire for a short
time.

Q Aliogether it did not last more than twenty minutes or half an hour ? A, That fire?

Q. Yes? A. No,sir; Ido notthiuk that sharp, brisk fire lasted more than fifteen minutes ,

Col. Mayq, pages, 501-502:

Q. I would like to fix the time as nearly as possible when the Federal infantry came into
your rear and left; that is, from the location beyond this clearing ; I wish you would fix it
as nearly as you can, in reference to the time you came back and found Corse forming his
new line west of the Gilliam field, perpendicular to the White Oak road; about how long
before you found Corse forming his new line was it that you abandoned your position upon
the Ford road ? A. [ could only fix the time approximately; when I got back where General
Corse was, it was just about sundown or a little after; the interval of time was very brief
between that, because we made haste to get out of that place.

Q. Half an hour would cover it, do you think, or not? A. Yes; I should say half an
hour would; it was but a very short distance we had to go.

Q When you left the Ford road had your line in front of the W hite Ouk road been broken?
A. No, sir ; still there were men of my regiment there when I came along ; General Corse had
not relieved them.

Q. Then you were driven out of position by the men who came in upon your left and rear?
A. Y.

Q. When you got back to Corse’s new line, how long did you wait there? A. I did not
wait a second; as soon as I heard what he said I moved off into the woods and got out of his
way, and then was taken up by a youngster who didn’t belong to the brigade—a cadet who
ran away from the Military Institute to join the Seventh Regiment, and had picked up one of
General Munford's horses; hc accommodated e with a mount, and, taking him behind me, 1
steered for the railroad.

Genl. Corse, page 423 :

Q. How long a stand did you make there, after you, changed the position of your line ?
A. We stood there until it was nearly dark; we dido’t move off until it was nearly dark;
might have been six or seven o’clock; 1 could see the flashes of the guns.

Q. From which direction did the Federal forces come in on you after you had formed
that new line, and what were they? A. They came across the Gilliam field ; my recollection
is that they were mounted men and infantry; they were infantry that came up the line on
the north side of the White Oak road: they were on each side; we kept up the direc-
tion of the fire, a kind of oblique fire across here; the fire of the men that were in the line
was directed towards this part of the field and then they fired obliquely; they (the Federal
troops) were sweeping up our first line of battle and were on both sides of the White Oak
road.

The orders of Gen. Sheridan just before the advance of the Fifth
Corps began were, that the cavalry should withhold their attack until
they heard the fire of the infantry on their right.

Testimony Capt. Sheridan, p. 216, Ans, to 7th Q.
Report Gen’l Sheridan, May 16, 1865. See Record, page 18.
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Evidently, the state of the atmospliere and the nature of the country
were such that the firing of the infantry was heard but a very short dis-
tance. The strongest evidence we can have on that point is the fact that
the battle had been in progress for some time without its coming to the
knowledge of either Pickett or I'itzhugh Lee, who were just to the north
of Hatcher’s Run. They were experienced soldiers, men who need
no words in support of their gallantry. Before they conld cross
Hatcher’s Run, Crawford’s troops or detached portions of Griffin’s
division (who moved substantially with Crawford’s right), were on the
Ford road at the crossing of Hatcher’'s Run. These men of Crawford or
Griffin had been engaged with Munford all the way through the woods
to the Ford road, Ayres had carried the *return,” and Chamberiain
was engaged with the enemy on the west side of the Sydnor field. Yet
no sound of the battle had reached those officers north of Hatcher’s

Run.
Gen’l Fitzhugh Lee, page 471, Ans. to 6th Q.
Gen’l Humphreys, page 1160, Ans. to 4th Q.
Col. Ives, page 882, Ans, to 2d Q.

In the same way the cavalry, who were lying in the woods to the
south of the White Oak road, probably heard none of our infantry fire
until the infantry came very near to them. This ismade a matter of
certainty by the evidence. The testimony given by those of the cavalry
who were at or very near Five Forks is uniform to the fact that they
made their final advance as soon as they heard the infantry fire that
they had then substantially no opposition or delay from the enemy ; and
the infantry and the cavalry came so closely together at the Forks that
they have never been able to agree as to which got there first. Ayres
and Fitzhugh (who was nearly the first man of the cavalry who crossed
the works), met at the Forks when Fitzbhugh went over the works.

Testimony of Col. Fitzhugh, page 874, Ans. to 14th Q.

The same thing took place 21l along the line of the works. The
cavalry, according to theirinstructions, withheld their assault until they
should hear the fire of the infantry on their right. And they did not
hear the fire of the infantry on their right until the infantry were close
upon them.

In the same way Custer charged across the Gilliam field when
Warren, with Crawford’s men, moved along the line of the works on the
north side of the field.

Testimony of Col. Denslow, page 1120, Ans, to 7th Q.
Lt. E. G. Shirley, page 1109, Ans. to 3d Q.

During the day portions of Custer’s command had several sharp skir-
mishes with a detachment of W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry, who were posted
among the outbuildings south of Mrs. Gilliam’s house. The Confederates
had at that point the advantage of a cover, and of their artillery. They
were able to maintain their position there until the very end of the day.
Mrs. Gilliam and other ladies remained in the Gilliam House until the
very end of the engagement.

Testimony of General Beale, page 617, Ans. to 2d Q.
8. Y. Gilliam, page 670, Ans. to 10th Q.
Genl. W. 11, F. Lee, page 535, Ans, to 9th Q.
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Near the close of the day, Capehart and Wells, of Custer’s command,
made a circuit to the rear of the detachment of the enemy’s cav-
alry which held around the Gilliam place. Capehart’s testimony is in
parts, somewhat confused and contradictory. DBut only one point
needs correction, in order to make nearly all of it consistent and accu-
rate. He says his left rested through the middle of the day on the
‘White Oak road. The road which he really rested on is evidently
the road which runs southerly from the Gilliam house. That
his left should have rested on the White Oak road is impossible. He
connected on his right with Pennington, and Pennington connected on
his vight with Fitzhugh, who was on Devin’s left. Iitzhugh’s left was
nearly in front of the Forks. Capehart gives approximately the length of
his line and Pennington’s as about three hundred yards each. And dur-
ing the latter part of the day Capehart was all the time in close connec-
tion with Pennington. Moreover, following the line of his last move-
ment—his final charge—as he details it on his cross-examination, it is
quite clear that he had, throngh the middle of the day, been under cover
of the woods east of the Gilliam field ; that he then moved westwardly
to the left and south of the tobacco barns, which were along the road
south of the Gilliam house ; that he then crossed the stream west of that
road, then moved along west of the field marked ¥, struck the
White Oak road, then returned along the White Oak road, and came
upon the right of Crawford’s division where they were resting in the
woods just north of the field ¥, on the north side of the White Oak
road. This route harmonizes Capehart’s testimony with all the other
established facts. That is the only place in which he could have come
upon Crawford’s troops as he describes. The statement here given of
his movements harmonizes exactly with the passage in Custer’s report
in these words : “ My line was then facing in the same direction towards
which that of the enemy had faced two hours before.” Tor Capehart
had before his charge been facing westward, the enemy around the Gil-
liam house had been facing eastward, and Capehart, when he came back
on the White Oak road, was facing eastward. When Custer says “my
line,” he obviously refers to Capebart’s brigade. Capehart’s mistake as
to the White Oak road probably arose in this way. The direction of
the road, which runs south from the Gilliam house, where it was in
front of Capehart south of the tobacco barns, is not very different from
that of the White Oak road as it runs for a short distance west of Five
Forks. The enemy held the position around the Gilliam house. It
was very natural for Capehart to suppose that that portion of the enemy
around Mrs. Gilliam’s house was part of the enemy’s main line, and was
a prolongation of their line on the White Oak road.

The cavalry continued the pursuit westward along the White Oak
road.

Gen. Mackenzie in the early afternoon, by order of Gen. Sheridan,
attacked the enemy’s cavalry at the intersecticn of the Crump and
White Oak roads, and drove them.

Leaving a small force to watch the White Oak road, he moved west-
ward along the White Oak road and came in on the right of the 5th
Corps about the time they crossed the road and moved northward
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across Hatcher’'s Run. Recrossing the Run he moved westward to the
Ford road and relieved the infantry who had been placed by Warren to
hold the crossing over Hatcher’s Kun.

VIII.—TrE RELATIVE ORDER OF THE DIFFERENT MOVEMENTS AND THE
GENERAL FEATURES OF THE IENGAGEMENT.

The original intention of Gen. Sheridan was that the movement of
the 5th Corps should be a single turning movement.

The movements of the different portions of the 5th Corps, as they
were eventually made, were successive turning movements, more thor-
oughly so than Gen. Sheridan had intended them to be. This will be
apparent when we examine the relative order of the movements made
by the single divisions and detachments.

(a.) At the time when Ayres changed front to the left to meet the fire on
his left :

Kellogg changed front to the left, and was halted :
Baxter, on Kellogg’s right, was changing front to the left to form on
Kellogg. '
C(;Dxlglter began to swing to the left, in the reai of Kellogg and
Baxter.
Griffin also began to swing to the left in the rear of Coulter.
Testimony of Gen. Chamberlain, p. 272, and last Q., p. 273, Ans. to 3d Q.

0.) At the time when Ayres carried the “return :”’
( Yy

Griffin’s division was moving southwestwardly through the Sydnor
field ; Chamberlain’s brigade with one regiment of Gregory’s had
reached the point of the ravine where it makes a sharp turn to the north-
east just south of the Sydnor house ; Bartlett’s brigade was near the
same point. ’

Testimony of Gen. Chamberlain, p. 274, Ans. to 8th Q.
“ Col. W. W, Wood, p. 494, Ans. to 8th and 9th Q.

Crawford’s division, with the exception of some stragglers who had
joined Griffin’s command, had by this time passed through the Sydnor

field.
Testimony Capt. Chester, page 383, Ans. 2d, 3d and 4th Q,

Griffin must have gained greatly on Ayres when Ayres was cliang-
ing front, pushing through the copse, and assaulting the “return.”

In the same way Crawford must have been considerably in advance
of Griffin. The whole of Crawford’s division started in advance of
Griffin ; Kellogg’s brigade was halted, immediately changed front on a
fixed pivot, was the inside brigade, and had the arc of a much smaller
circle on which to move. Griffin was in the rear of Crawford’s extreme
right, so much so, that Griffin said in bis report that he was on the
right of the corps.
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(c.) A4t the time when Chamberlain and Bartlell, with Gwyn’s brigade
Jrom Ayres, were engaged on the west side of the Sydnor field :

Ayres’ two brigades were halted inside of the return.
Crawford’s division was engaged on and near the Ford road.

Testimony of Capt. Brinton, page 311 :

Q. Did you know where General Crawford had gone with his division, at that time ? A,
When I got into that woods I met some of General Crawford’s stragglers, and I asked them
where the division was, and they said General Crawtord was ahead ; but before I got back I
heard this firing, when General Crawford struck off on the Ford road.

Q. Meantime were the enemy upon this line of breastworks running from the White Oak
road north, on the westerly side of the Sidney field? A. They were not there very long;
while I was leaving there I heard musketry-fire from General Chamberlain’s troops, and they
drove them out.

To understand how early Crawford reached the Ford road, and how
far he was in advance of Ayres’ and Griffin’s divisions, it is only neces-
sary to connect some of the events which are clearly established by the
evidence. -

When Crawford’s division was engaged on the west side of the Gil-
liam field, Chamberlain had just come to the east side of the field. The
interval of time between Chamberluin’s reaching the east side of the
Gilliam field and the end of his engagement on the west side of the
Sydnor field, could not have been very long ; for his advance along the
White Oak road, after the end of his engagement, was uninterrupted,
and must have been pretty rapid. On the other hand, the interval of
time between Crawford’s reaching the west side of the Gilliam field and
Lis reaching the Ford road must have been considerable; for after
crossing the Ford road his division changed front, became engaged with
Mayo’s brigade, pressed them back to the White Oak road, had a slight
check there (some witnesses make it as long as ten or fifteen minutes),
and then advanced over the field. All these things took time. More-
over, some of Crawford’s men (or some of Griffin’s men, who could not,
up to that point, have been in advance of Crawford) fired on Pickett
when they reached the Ford road, just after he crossed Hatcher’s Run
to go up to Five Forks. Pickett reached Five Forks, and was in active
command there; and it was he who ordered Mayo’s command from
the line of works to meet and oppose Crawford. Mayo’s command
marched from the Forks down the Ford road, and met Crawford near
the Boisseau field. Gilliam testifies, too, that he found Pickett person-
ally in command at the Forks, and that then the United States infantry
(which must have been Crawford’s men) were moving up in their rear,
and that he (Gilliam) then weut along the White Oak road to the west
of the field ; and Corse’s new line was not then formed, and their line was
sflill unbroken along the works. McCabe’s testimony corroborates
this.

Testimony of S. Y. Gilliam, page 669 :

Q. Facing which way ? A. South, coming up the Ford road to the Forks.
Q. How do you know they were Federal infantry ? A. Because I saw the colors and saw
the uniforms; they cominenced firing up that way.
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" Q. What did you suppose them to be when you first saw them? A. I thought they were
Confederate troops; I noticed the line when I went there; I just glanced—paid no attention
to them; I was there a minute or so at the forks of the road; when firing opened, I looked
back; I thought they were Confederate troops until-I saw them fire that way and those
horses fall.

Q. Did you notice the colors and the uniforms? A, Yes; I saw the ¢ stars and stripes ”
and the blue uniforms. ‘

Col. Mayo, pages 499, 500 :

Q. Was your line in front carried about this time? A. No, sir; soon after I sent this
regiment—how long, 1 could not tell, everything was passing very rapidly—DMajor Pickett.
General Pickett's brother and adjutant-general, rode up to me and told me that the general
said I must draw the rest of my brigade out and bring it to him, leaving one regiment until
General Corse could extend the intervals and occupy my place, leaving one regiment in the
original line on the White Oak road; I left the Third there, and filed off by the left flank
with the others down the Ford road, at right angles to my original line; I had not gone over
200 yards; I did not get to that open space indicated on this map [ Young-Boisseau field] ; T
did not get as far as that; there I met General Pickett in the woods, and he told me, re-
marked, verbatim : “ Colonel, the enemy are in our rear, and if we do not drive them out,
we are gone up;” I said that was perfectly apparent to everybody; he said: “ File off to
the left and, with your right resting on this road, advance until you strike them.”

Q. [Cotton map No. 3shown witness.] Show to the court the line of battle your brigade
took up there, and the direction, A. My left was resting on the Ford road at Five Forks;
and my impression is that the right of the brigade was a little in front of the Gilliam field,
because 1 know I rode down there to my skirmish-line when I wanted to re-establish it. But,
to begin at the point I left off, I filed off down the Ford road ; I moved down there some distance,
about 200 yards north [about two-thirds of the way to the southern end of the Young-Bois-
seau field]. At that point 1 met General Pickett in the road on his horse. I at once directed
Col. Flowery to file the Seventh Regiment to the west of the Ford road. That regiment, and
the First Virginia next to it, had gotten in position when our people gave way over here.
[Indicates in the direction of the clearing marked F to the cast of the Ford road.] The other
regiment, the Twenty-fourth, had not gotten in line. I immediately faced it front, and General
Pickett and I together pushed it in there very rapidly with some of the men of the Ninth Vir-
ginia. I recollect seeing Colonel Phillips, and some other officers who rallied some of those
men behind us; and we succeeded in re establishing the line that they fell from. And then it
was for the first time 1 saw that we were engaged in front, as our line then was,

Q. Will you draw the positions, as nearly as you can, of your line as it was then formed ;
give us the position of it as well as the direction? A. [The witness then marks the posi-
tions.] I'wo regiments, First and Seventh Virginia, were on the right, resting on the Ford
road about two-thirds of the way from Five Forks to the Young-Boisseau field, on a line per-
pendicular to the Ford road. The Twenty-fourth Regiment was moved over, facing north-
east, towards that open place marked F, to repair the loss of the line of battle there. I would
not be mathematically accurate in that statement.

Capt. McCabe, page 513 :

It was the first time I had heard this firing in the rear, or rather I did not Zear the fir-
ing. It was then I first noticed that some bullets came over from that direction—the balls
were the first thing I noticed. When Hall eame up to me, he came to find Colonel Pegram,
te get orders, and saw him lying on the ground. He said: ““ The men are running back from
the rear, and I don’t know where to move my ambulances.” I said: ‘“ Move your ambulances
down the road”—I did not know the name of the rond—*and I will bring Colonel Pegram
up the road and meet you.” That was the Ford rond. He turned off and went away in a
great hurry. I got the litter corps there in a very short while. The fire then was increas-
ing; so much so that the men of the litter corps lay down and I had to threaten to hurt
them if they did not take Colonel Pegram up and carry him off.

Q. The firing was from the left and rear of your main line? A. Yes; left, rear and front.

All these facts make it clear and=certain. that Blakemore is not mis-
taken when he testifies that he heard the guns on the Ford road to his
left and rear while engaged on the west side of the Sydnor field against
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Chambsrlain. Those guns must have been the ones which Coulter engaged.
At thesame time when Chamberlain was still engaged on the west side
of the Sydnor field, Ayres was still in the rear of Chamberlain inside
the “ return.”

Testimony of Lt. J. H. Blakemore, pages 1188-9 :

Q. State from what direction the United States forces came in upon you across the field ?
A. My impression about our left was that it was being driven back upon our centre,and that
the left and centre were being thrown together back on the right. The movement was in a
sort of turn, driving our left and centre back upon our right, and putting us in a pocket.

Q. Did you hear the firing upon your left? A Distinctly.

Q. When you speak of your left now, do you mean as you were then formed ? A. I am
talking about the formation in these woods.

Q. Then theleft of your new line was being turned ? A. Yes.

Q. Did you hear the firing to your left? A. Yes; it seemed to me we heard
it from almost every direction ; I felt satisfied that we were pretty nearly surrounded, if not
completely so; I can state that I heard firing to my left as we were newly formed—northerly
part of the Sydnor field, west of the ravine.

* * * * * * * * * *

Q. Then you saw the artillery upon the Ford road; do you refer to artillery at the
Forks, or farther up Lo the north towards Hatcher’s Run ?  A. I refer to artillery here (wit-
ness points to a point on the Ford road, just south of the Young-Boisseay field.)

Q. The artillery fire seemed to you to be there? A, Yes.

Q. What did you suppose it to be when you heardit? A. The artillery of the enemy ?

The general features of the engagement, then, are these: Gen. Sheri-
dan intended to have the 5th Corps, as it moved to the front, strike the
angle of the works, and turn the enemy’s left. Although, through his
misapprehension of the enemy’s position, he exposed the flank of the 5th
Corps directly to an enfilading fire from the return, yet that difficulty
was successfully met by Ayres. Fortunately, too, for Gen. Sheridan,
Munford was unable to get the enemy’s artillery at the “return,” and to
play on the flank of the 5th Corps as it moved up in one solid mass.
‘Warren, too, very quickly got Crawford and Griffin around on Ayres’
right, turning the left flank of the portion of the enemy engaged with
Ayres. In the same way Crawford, by his continued advance move-
ment, turned the flank of the enemy engaged with Chamberlain.
The at%s of,Ayres. und Chamberlain were very handsomely made.
Butﬁﬁera.m%en&ble-doubb-bhat Chamberlain’s getting in the
rear of the “return ” was iu~all-prebability the cause of Ayres’ captur-
ing so \many, prisoners_a 1139 id, and, #hat Crawlord’s “getting in the
rear %ﬁﬂfé’%myt\w‘?ﬁaﬁzﬂ ‘ere engaged on the west side of the
Sydnor field and-crossing-down-to-the-Forks, was, in-alb-probability, the
cause of Chamberlain’s getling so many prisoners as he did. Tor it
had not been the habit of the Confederate infantry to throw down their
arms, rush over their own earthworks, and surrender (as the witnesses
say they did here), when they had an enemy only in their front. The
movements of the different divisions of the 5th Corps, in short, were, ag
was said before, a succession of turning movements, entirely different
from anything which had been originally i‘}ltended.

The muin features of the Shgagemant, then, were these :

There was a misapprehension (for which it is conceded that Warren
was not responsible) as to the position of the enemy’s works, which
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were the object of the attack of the 5th Corps, these works being sup-
posed to be nearly three-quarters of a mile to the east of the point
where they really were.

This misapprehension as to the position of the enemy’s works ex-
posed the left flank of the entire infantry force, a corps of 12,000 men,
to the fire of that portion of the enemy’s works which were the object
of the attack.

It was necessary, in consequence of this misapprehension, to make
new dispositions of the infantry to meet the enemy’s true position.

These new dispositions were made by Warren and his division and
brigade commanders.

The break between Crawford and Ayres was caused by this mis-
apprehersion as to the enemy’s position, and the act of a staff officer
of Gen’l Sheridan in ordering forward the pivot brigade of Crawford’s
division while these new dispositions were being made.

The movements of the different portions of the 5th Corps then be-
came a succession of turning movements: Ayres turned the left of the
enemy’s main line ; Griftin’s division turned the left of that portion of
the enemy with which Ayres was engaged ; Crawford turned the left of
that portion of the enemy with which Griffin’s division were engaged.

Each of these successive turning movements, being made in a thickly
wooded country, and the opposing force of the enemy being very small,
was quick and successful. The different divisions of the 5th Corps
were thus enabled to get in the rear of the successive positions of the
enemy almost before their presence could be known, and thus made
possible the capture of many prisoners.

The cavalry from the front moved over and along the works at and
west of Five Forks after Crawford began to move up the Ford road
towards Five Forks in the enemy’s rear, when the enemy no longer
made any effort to hold their works in force.

IX.—TeE PERsoNAL. MoviMENTS AND CoNpucT OF GEN. WARREN
THROUGH THE ENGAGEMENT.

Warren moved with his corps when it advanced from Gravelly Run
Church. No one believes for a moment the statement that Warren
remained behind sitting on a log.

From that time, Warren’s movements are best given in his own
words :

Testimony General Warren, page 749 :

Q. Then, did you, yourself, see that General Ayres got a fire on his left flank? A. Yes.
Seeing this skirmish fire coming, and not finding any line of battle on the White Oak road, I
thought it more probable that the line of battle was in the edge of the timber ; so everything
moved right on towards it. We found the road in a different direction from what I expected.
I thought it, the road, was east and west, but it was southeast and northwest, so that if we
had been marching due north the right of our line would have struck it first. As this fire
was coming in our front, of course that was the thing to march for. We went on until Gen-
eral Ayres caught a fire on his left, after he had crossed the White Oak road. Then he im-
mediately made a change of front, very promptly facing his nearest brigade by the left flank,
filing it to the left so as to face the fire that was then coming from his previous left. The
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other brigade on Ayres’ right changed front and came around on his right—TI think at double
quick. The brigade in reserve, under General Winthrop, as soon -as Ayres' division came
under fire, just a little north of Bass’ house, halted. It is not proper for a reserve to go under
fire until it can be of some use; that halting was, therefore, proper. At this time, I should
think a large portion of General Griffin’s and General Crawford’s commands were nearly out
of sight in the woods north of the White Oak road ; and the left of General Crawford passing
by General Ayres’ right, if the march continued, would have passed right on in the direction
in which we started, at right angles with the line of battle at Gravelly Run Church. Seeing
that the fight for the angle of the works was going to come on Ayres instead of Crawford, as
we had planned it, I sent an officer to Griffin to come in in that direction as quickly as he
could to sustain Ayres. T then went to the left of Crawford’s division, Kellogg’s brigade—
Crawford himself was already in the woods—and I told Colonel Kellogg to change the direc-
tion of his brigade by wheeling to the left, and establish a new line of battle at right angles
with his previous movement, and hold the pivot. He did so. T saw his new line established
by markers. Then I passed into the woods, to the right, myself, and communicated the order
to the next brigade on the right. I think I succeeded, perhaps, in doing that; but I did not
find General Crawford. It was an anxious time, as Ayres was alone by himself. I did
not pursue that any further, and I came back into the opening. I sent staff officers after
Crawford to tell him that he must make a wheel to the left at once, and keep closed in to the
left of the brigade that I had already established in the new direction. I wasso long in the
woods that, 1 think, when I came out Kellogg’s brigade was gone; I now know it was Kel-
loge’s brigade. I could not understand why it should have left there; it embarrassed me a
good deal; so I remained there in the ficld where everybody could find me and see me, not
far from where the left flank of Kellogg's brigade had been halted, and continued to send
officers to General Crawford and General Griffin until, I think, 1 had none left. And while I
was there, I think the first time, General Sheridan came to me. Ile seemed to be much
pleased. Ile said, “ We flanked them gloriously.” Then the failure of the other
troops to appear on the ground made him anxious, He said Grifin and
Crawford were going. too far off from the place where they ought to
be, and that he had sent several of his staff officers after them. I told
him I had sent every one of mine, but I thought he need not be alarmed, because they were
too good soldiers to go very far away from the fire if there was no enemy on their front, and
that he could rely upon their not going too far, and all would be right. The interval that
elapsed sermed long. I remained there awhile, because I knew it was better I should be
where I could be found—to give directions—than it would be to be riding around when I
might not be wanted, and so that no one could find me when I might be wanted. Then I
started myself, and I think I struck into the road that leads north from Bass’, across the
White Oak road and into the woods; and I came out in that clearing at the northeast corner
of the Sydnor field. That northeast corner is depressed; the ground there is about, prob-
ably, eight or ten feet lower than it is out half way between it and the Chimneys; and there
I met Brinton, of Griffin’s staff; and I had my escort with me, and my headquarters’ flag;
and we rode out into the field, on that opening. When we got out on that field we got a
very heavy volley, right across the Syduor field, from the direction of the Sydnor house.
That showed me where the enemy was in that part of the country; and I got news from
Brinton that Griffin was not far trom there, and I waited at that point to see what the devel-
opments would be. 1 had not waited there very long before General Griffin’s division ap-
peared in that opening, moving southwest by the left flank. I then saw General Griffin, and
had a conversation with him, and told him I wished him to attack right across thae field in
the direction where that firing was coming from. He immediately proceeded to make his
dispositions to make that attack. Having satisfied myself that he understood what I wanted
him to do, I then went back as quickly as I could to where General Ayres was, At that
time, I think, he had already carried the angle, so that he had 1,000 or 1,600 prisoners there.
Finding that he was all right at that time, I started back on the road again, past the Sydnor
field, and went to find General Crawford. I had a first-rate horse, and I went on as
fast as anybody could through those woods. T followed a line not very different from one of
those pencil lines that some of the officers (witnesses in this court) drew on that map, Cotton
map No. 3, crossing the run in the Sydnor field, just in the woods below or to the north of
the clearing. As 1did that I turned southerly, to the line from where I left the road that
runs northwest to that point D. ThereI got a good intimation of where Crawford’s men
were going, because there were wounded men all along the track; and I followed right along
after them, and found General Crawford on his line across the Boisseau field, facing nearly
west, and in very good order. I was glad to see his division in such good order, I imme-
diately rode to him, an1 told him to change his direction at once to_the southward, and
move down upon those guns that were firing south of ws. I presumed that they were at
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the Forks, and it turned out that they were. General Crawford immediately
exccuted that movement with a great deal of promptitude. Soon after they
disappeared in the woods; we followed them up behind. There was a very heavy fire for a
ghort time by the troops opposed to them, facing northward. I have since learned that they
were part of Mayo’s brigade. Before I left the field (Boisseau field) I was uncertain what
might be the fate of that attack, for I knew it was vital for the enemy to stop that advance if
they could. In this operation I found a portion of Bartlett’s brigade, Griffin’s division, in the
Boisseau field moving by the flank southeast, as if to join their brigade. I halted them very
near the southeast angle of the Young-Boisseau field and faced them towards the Five Forks,
go that if there was any break in the line, or any rush made to get out there, we would have
a line to meet it. I would remark about it that those were about as tired a set of men as I
ever saw, They had run so that they were almost out of breath; but they took my order
and faced in that direction, and I staid with them. Soon after this firing ceased in our front
—all the firing ceased for the time being; our line evidently had carried everytbing before
them. Isaw some prisoners run out from the woods. 1 gained information of that fact
from them, too. I then told them—this detachment of Bartlett’s brigade--to face the other
way, to face about, so as to prevent anything coming to re-enforce from the north side. Then
1 started to move southward, on the Ford road, to the Forks, and, as we had just got to about
the edge of the woods a regiment, or a small brigade—it was, I suppose, not more than a regi-
ment— of cavalry came down that road, going north by that road, at a gallop. Of course,
these troops of Bartlett lay right across their track, and I knew no enemy had gone
north up on that road; there was nothing for them to pursue in that direction. I hailed the
commanding officer, kept pace with him a few seconds, and told him to file his men to the
left and keep that direction. He obeyed that order at once. As soon as the rear of the col-
umn would let me pass I went south on the road. Just atthat time, whilst I was halting, I gave
Colonel Spear, as he has testified, directions to take a sufficient number of men and go down
to the crossing of Hatcher’s Run and hold it. I was under the impression that there was a
bridge there at that time. Itold him not to let it be destroyed. But I believe there was no
bridge there. He became very sharply engaged, as I learned afterwards. As soon as the
rear of the cavalry would allow I passed down the Ford road southward, and then turned
off to my right on the White Oak road. Somewhere there I gave instructions to General
Crawford—somewhere to the west of Five Forks—that he must change his direction again
and pursue the enemy in a westerly direction. I think I did that before T came in sight of
the Gilliam field. I had no idea that there was such a field there until I came to the cast
edge of it. When I came there, there were considerable many of our men ranged along that
woods, and the firing that came across from the other side—west side—against them was
considerable, so that there was no advancing out from the shelter the timber gave. There
were a great many men shouting to go forward, but there was no advance atall. I saw
that the only way to get the troopsto advance was to get the color-bearers out, which
ought to have bheen done when the command *“Forward!” was given. I
encouraged them to do that, I took my own flag, went out into the field;
then the color-bearers went out with me. The firing at that point was not very heavy, but it
was enough to stop the men who did not have some one to lead them in their disorganized
condition, We then began to move across the field, everybody coming on with a great deal of
eagerness again; and the firing was comparatively mild until we got more than half way
across the tield. About half way across it a staff-officer came to me from General Custer, who
was south of me, This officer told me that General Custer’s line would advance with me.
By that time the firing was beginning to be very lively. As we kept moving on, we moved
steadily—no double-quick— when we approached the angle in the northwest part of the field,
there was, behind the breastworks, a regular line of battle that held its fire until we were
close to the angle; then it gave us a volley which killed a good many men; that was very
severe at that point; but before they could load their arms again we were inside of their
works; and we captured many men. The line, to my eye, was full, some facing southward on
a line extending half-way through that woods—and a good many along the return across the
road. I think that there were in line fully 500 or 600 men, with arms in their hands, and
two or three battle flags. As the men fired their volley at us they threw down their arms
and ran into our lines and went on to the rear. None of us took any notice of them as we
pushed on after them.

By the Court:

Q. What do you mean by saying they passed your lines and you went on after them ?
A. Not after them, after the others—if there were any more. We passed them, keeping our
line, were going on until we got, probably, as far as the point in the road—on the White Oak
road; perhaps half a mile beyond that; and then there was no longer any enemy in sight,
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and only, apparently, a little skirmishing in the woods to our right, which I took to be the
fighting between this cavalry that I had turned off and the enemy’s rear guard of those that
were trying to cover the withdrawal of the rest. I then saw there was nothing more we
could do, and I sent back General Bankhead for orders to General Sheridan, to learn what he
wished, and waited a little while. During that time General Custer, himself, passed me, on
my left hand, and spoke to me. .

General Bankhead came back to me and said that my orders had been sent to me; and
very soon afterwards they arrived, brought by Colonel Forsyth, relieving me from duty. That
very much astonished me; and I immediately rode back on the road and asked General
Sheridan what it meant.

Q. You got a written order? A, Yes; the only answer I received from him was, “1
must obey the order.”

Q. The written order was the one relieving you? A. Yes; it has been read before
here.

At one time on that field the question was asked, *“ Where is War-
ren ?” Where was he not? is a question which might be asked and to
which no answer can be given. At every point of the battle field, at
the precise place where he could bLe of service, at the precisetime when
he could be of service, by some strange chance he wasat hand. Wasit
a chance? Or is it the fact that one man on that field had a keen eye
to seize a situation, and a keen mind to devise the measures to meet it ?
Although many of the witnesses here testify that they did not see their
own division commanders at any time during the entire day, yet so it is
that nearly every single man of them saw Warren. His own evidence
as to his movements on that field can be thrown out of this case, except
that it is a string on which to connect the events given us by other wit-
nesses ; and we could get his movements from the stories of other wit-
nesses. At every point his testimony is confirmed by other witnessés,
if it needed confirmation.

At the opening of the next day, 27th July, 1881, Mr. STICKNEY
proceeded :

If the Court please: I find that in my argument I have omitted
one portion of General Sheridan’s Statement and of his testimony,
which bear very directly on the main point of the operations of
the day of the battle of Five Forks; that is, the point of the misappre-
hension as to the position of the enemy’s works which the Fifth Corps
were to take, and which is so very material and very conclusive that I
think, upon the whole, I am justified in calling the attention of the
court to it at this point, though it is somewhat out of the order of my
argument. The court, of course, have it in mind that that point is, that
Gen. Sheridan expected that the Fifth Corps, as formed at Gravelly
Run Church, were to strike with their front on the angle of the enemy’s
works. I did call the attention of the court to one or two sentences of
that Statement; but the passage immediately following makes it so clear
and conclusive that I will ask to read the whole of it. Gen. Sheridan
says:

Statement of Gen. Sheridan, page 53:

I knew that the left flank of the enemy was turned to the rear, so as to make a right
angle with the White Oak road. I did not know the extent of that reverse flank, nor its
strength, but it was the objective point of the attack that was made by the Fifth Corps, and
when it was carried, the remaining portion of the enemy’s works would be taken in rear, I
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presumed that an extent of front of two divisions was enough to cover the works of the enemy,
and supposing that I would meet with a pretty obstinate resistance, I put one division in rear
as a reserve, and for the purpose of turning the extreme left of the enemy’s line, after the two
front divisions and Merritt's cavalry had become hotly engaged.

He confirms that in his testimony on page 116:

When the two divisions of Ayres and Crawford became hotly engaged with the enemy,
I supposed that probably all the infantry were engaged against them; then he [Griﬂin%
was to slip around on their left flank and turn the position. That was the conversation
had with him; and I was so anxious about it that I saw Griffin, and had this conversation
with Griffin, so that he would be able to take advantage ; so that he would fully comprehend.

Q. Those were the instructions you gave to him? A, That was the conversation I had.

Gen. Chamberlain also gives his understanding to the same effect.
He says his understanding was, that when Ayres and Crawford became
engaged on the front against the works of the enemy, Griffin’s division
were to come in on the right and turn the extreme left of the enemy’s
works,
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F.-—GENERAL EXAMINATION OF WARREN'S CONDUCT
THROUGH THE TWO DAYS COVERED BY THE INVES-
TIGATION OF THE COURT.

Before I begin any recapitulation of the main points of the argu-
ment, I will call the attention of the court to the extreme accuracy and
the extreme fulness of Gen. Warren'’s testimony on every point of the
case. I think it cannot fail to make an impression upon the court—the
completeness of his knowledge as to every movement of every portion
of his command—its thorough accuracy. As Isaid to the court yester-
day, his statements do not in any material point stand by themselves.
At every point of his personal movements, and every one of his material,
important acts, there is confirmation by the testimony of a number of
other witnesses, high in rank, and of unquestioned accuracy and
veracity. I venture to say that the court will be struck when they come
to review the whole testimony of the case, with this completeness and
accuracy upon Gen. Warren’s part. It comes naturally from his posi-
tion; he was the commanding officer of the Fifth Corps, and if he was
where he should be, if he had that fortune (for there is an element of
fortune.in it undoubtedly), if he had the forture to be at every portion
of his command, during the whole operations of the day, at the right
time, then he would have a completeness of knowledge which no other
witness could possibly obtain. And that he evidently had.

Coming, then, to the summary of the charges and imputations
which have been made against him, and to the points which, according
to my mind, the testimony clearly establishes, they amount to this :

In the first place, as to the engagement of the 31st, where the im-
putation made against him is, in the tirst place, that he fought his corps
in detail ; and, in the second place, that after the advance of the enemy
was stayed he did not press after them with sufficient energy and
promptness:

The testimony shows, without any dispute or controversy, by ex-
{racts from General Grant’s despatches, and General Meade’s des-
patches, without a word to question their verity or extreme correctness,
that the position in which Warren’s corps was on the morning of the
31st, was precisely in all its details the position that he was cowmpelled
to take in obedience to the orders of General Meade and of General
Grant. General Grant’s own despatches provide in detail for the pre-
cise position which he then held. More than that : Warren had before
that time made the suggestion himself, that he be allowed to take his
whole corps and block the White Oak road—that was late in the after-
noon of the preceding day; that suggestior of his had been laid before
General Grant, and the reply made by General Grant to the suggestion
was, that Warren should keep the position that he then held, and should
not put his whole corps upon the White Oak road. So that whatever
responsibility there is for that position, and for the results that ensued,
does not rest upon the shoulders of General Warren. Neither Inor the
court have anything to say as to where it does rest.
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Coming, then, to the movements of the night of the 31st, to re-enforce
General Sheridan, the main burden of the charge against him here is,
that he was slow and backward in carrying out his orders. We show
that 9 o’clock p. M. was the first hour when any order was issued from
General Meade for Warren to re-enforce Sheridan. We show that, cer-
tainly as early as four or five 6’clock in the afternoon, atleast five hours
earlier than the 9 o’clock order, Warren, of his own motion, had taken
the most direct step possible to re-enforce and support Sheridan, while he
was still engaging the enemy ; that this action of his was taken before
either General Meade or General Grant knew that General Sheridan
was in need of any assistance. 'We show that immediately upon receiv-
ing the order to re-enforce General Sheridan by the Boynton Plank road,
‘Warren moved with all promptness, in precise conformity to the terms
of the order then issued, and that throughout the night, instead of be-
ing behind his orders, he was ahead of them in every single instance ;
and that, if the movements that he had suggested as early as 8:40in the
evening had been then allowed to be executed, it would have been the
means, according to the opinion of all the officers there present—
Grant, Meade and Sheridan himself—and from the location of the
enemy—the most efficient measure possible for the relief of Sheridan
would have been taken—but those movements were not allowed until
later, when General Meade’sorder had changed the situation—~when new
orders had come to Warren ; and he used every means in his power to
carry them out literally and precisely,

Coming to the Battle of the Five Forks, the charges and imputations
are several :

The first one is, that he was slow in moving up his corps to the
attack. Now, there is no controversy as to when he got that order to
move up ; there is no controversy as to when that order was accom-

lished ; that is, the order was issued at one ; it was executed at four.
{)t is clear upon the testimony that that column of 12,000 infantry
moved up as quickly as was possible under the circumstances, and at-
tacked the enemy at almost exactly the time that any experienced
soldier knew beforehand they would attack. Thereis a witness before
this court, who says to the court: “ Before midnight I knew that the
enemy in my front was retreating; I knew in the morning I was
simply following up the rear-guard of a retreating foe; I knew pre-
oisely where I had my main force of infantry ; they were practically
five miles to the rear of where I knew I should have to use them; I
directed, myself, that they should stay there, halted, the whole of that
forenoon, until one o’clock in the afternoon, twelve hours after I knew
where I should have to use them, and how I should have to use them ;
and I now blame another soldier for carrying out my orders.”

If any one of Gen. Sheridan’s enemies should come here and
make such a statement against him, no one could credit it for a moment;
but that is his own statement, of his own acts, made with deliberation,
before a court of soldiers.

We come then, to the point of the confusion which is charged to
have taken place on Ayres’ front. The evidence is overwhelming, and



"

practically uncontroverted, that it was very slight, that it was such as
would have happened with the most experienced, cool, veteran troops
under the circumstances ; that it was very easily remedied ; that Gen.
Sheridan was there in person, in addition to the division commander ;
that there was no necessity whatever for the personal presence of Gen.
Warren ; that at that time Warren was giving his personal presence at
what Gen. Sheridan himself considered to be the important point of
the situation. .

Coming, then, to the point of the alleged breaking away to the right
of Crawford and Griffin, the testimony shows—and here, too, it is Gen.
' Sheridan’s own testimony, his deliberate statement put in writing, his
order, for it was his order—issued by Warren, drawn by Warren,
submitted to him by Warren—not that Crawford and Griffin broke
away to theright, but that they were originally placed and formed away
to the right. He says, too, that the position of the 5th Corps, was a po-
sition of his own selection ; and he comes here and says to the court :

“I was on the point of attacking the earthworks of the enemy with
a corps of 12,000 infantry; and I delivered the attack with that corps
three-quarters of a mile to the right of where I should have delivered
it.” Moreover, he says to the court: “I had during the whole of that
forenoon 8,000 cavalry under my command, with whom I could have
ascertained with precise accuracy the exact position of those works;
with whom I should have ascertained with precise accuracy the posi-
tion of those works; I allowed those six hours to go by ; and I never
then knew, and do not to this day know, where the position of the
enemy was against which I was going to launch my corps of infantry.”

Again, if any enemy of Gen. Sheridan came here, and made such a
statement against him, no one would credit it. But that is his own
statement, made as to his own acts, before a court of soldiers.

The testimony then shows that Warren and his subordinate com-
manders were the ones who repaired that error in position; and the
testimony and a simple measurement on the map show that Gen. War-
ren’s efforts and the efforts of his division commanders were, from the
very beginning, as soon as the error of the enemy’s position was ascer-
tained, devoted to the rectification of the errors that had been commit-
ted ; all of them were bringing their men in on the right of Ayres, and
with such success, that before either Crawford’s or Griffin’s commands
struck the east edge of that Sydnor field, Crawford’s and Griflin’s
divisions had been brought down into almost the precise position which
they would have occupied if, at the time the Fifth Corps struck the
White Ouk road, a change of front had been made at a halt, not in the
presence of an enemy. g

Coming, then, to the, fact that Gen. Warren did not wish Gen.
Sheridan’s efforts in this battle to be a success, the court will recollect
that at one period of the examination I asked Gen. Warren the ques-
tion, whether throughout these operations he made every effort in his
power to carry out Gen. Sheridan’s plans? The Jearned counsel saw
fit to object to the question being answered ; and I thank him for
making the objection. For it gave Gen. Warren sn opportunity
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to say, of his own motion: “I stand upon my record.” He standsupon
his record now.

T'he court will bear in mind, these are serious charges that are made
against Gen. Warren. An error of judgment you can charge against any
man. Probably there is not any soldier of distinguished position on
either side, during the war of the Rebellion, who will not admit that
he made errors of judgment. But when you come to say that a
man makes no effort to carry out the orders of his superior officer,
and that he wishes those operations to fail, that is something like a
charge of high treason. A charge of cowardice is a more disgraceful
one to the individual ; but as far as the general discipline of the army
is concerned, this is the most serious charge that can be made—that a
man is “secretly aiding the enemy ”—that is what it means. That
clause in General Sheridan’s report to the effect that “ General War-
ren’s manner gave him the impression that he wished the sun to go
down before the formation could be completed ;” if that were a hasty
word, it might be taken as meaning nothing; but over the signature
of a Major General of the United States Army in an official report, it
means much ; it admits of no possible interpretation than that the
manner was the indication of the frue ‘wish behind it; and as such it
must be treated.

Counsel has seen fit to put upon record the formal admission that
“no one questions the fact that in the whole course of General War-
ren’s military career, he was as brave an officer as the army had, and
that Gen. Sheridan does not mean to disputeit.” Thatis, however, the
point that is questioned by these charges. That is the point that I
trust will be fully set at rest.

Then we come to the charge that Warren was “not at the front.”
Again there is a witness before this court who says, “I was in command
on that day, during the operations of that engagement, of the entire
United States forces on the field of battle at Five Forks ; I was present
with one division of the infantry when their attack on the extremity of
the works was delivered; from that time forward I saw nothing of
Griffin’s division where they were engaged with the enemy; I saw
nothing of Crawford’s Division where they were engaged with the
enemy ; I saw nothing of the cavalry where they were engaged with
the enemy; and from the moment of that first onset on one ex-
tremity of the enemy’s line of works, I saw nothing of the operations
of my command ; everything from that time forward was carried on in
advance of my personal position, and from that time forward I was at
the rear.” 1 say, with all sincerity and with the utmost explicitness,
here and now, that no one can question General Sheridan’s gallantry
or courage ; that is known far and wide ; not only here, but abroad,
is he known as a most dashing and valiant soldicr. But so it happened,
that during the operations of that day he was at the rear ; and it is not
for him to make a charge of “not being at the front” against any man
who was on that field, and particularly agaiast the man who is shown
on the record to have been at the front from the beginning of the en-
gagement to the end of it, and to have headed in person the last charge
that drove the enemy from the field.
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As to the point of General Warren’s manner, I did not suppose,
when I first asked General Sheridan some questions on that point, that
it was going to be pressed before the court. As long as General Sheri-
dan had put this in Lis report, and as it was necessary for us to get at
the full breadth of meaning of that which he had written, as 1t was
necessary that we should become possessed of everything that he had
to say against General Warren, I gave him an opportunity to explain
what he meant, to qualify that expression, to withdraw it if he saw fit;
to say, if he chose, that it was a mere hasty expression. This he did
not deem it proper to do. More than that, his counsel has taken what
he considers to be the proper course—and on his course I have no
criticism to offer—he has seen fit to call witnesses to that point. I
have aot chosen to cross-examine them—that is, to do anything that
deserves the name of cross-examination. If the point had been let
alone, no one need have noticed it at all. But what does it amount
to now? General Chamberlain gives an account of what General
Warren’s manner was during that day. He knew him well. He said
it was simply the manner of the man as he had known him during the
whole period of the war; that it was a manner which might mislead a
casual observer; it was the manner of a man intensely occupied. Tt
may be true, as General Francis Sherman says, who came there with a
message to General Warrsn, that General Warren made him no answer.
If that be the fact, in all human probability General Sherman’s ma~ner
towards General Warren wassuch as to make that the only proper answer
—silence. One fact is clear beyond controversy, and that is this—Gen-
eral Sheridan, through those two hours of waiting, made very plain his
manifestations of impatience at what General Warren had done.
Now, what would any proud, sensitive man have done under those cir-
cumstances? ould he be extremely demonstrative in his demeanor,
or would he, smarting somewhat under the sense of unmerited manifes-
tations of displeasure, naturally be somewhat cold and reserved in his
manner, and stand somewhat upon his dignity ? If he did not take that
course, it is certain he would nct have the soul of a soldier within him.
They may make the most of General Warren’s manner that they can. I
trust that my friend on the other side will have the discretion to avoid
that point.

Now, the most singular feature of this whole case, the most remark-
able point in it, is the fact that a witness comes here and says: “ Al-
though I was in command of the United States forces in the field on
that day, I saw only the attack of General Ayres on that earthwork at
the end; I know nothing of Griffin’s movements; I know nothing of
Crawford’s movements ; %do not know that Crawford became engaged
with Munford, or that he bad any fighting at any point in the woods ;
I do not know anything of what the commander of the Fifth Corps did
during the operations of that day; and I cannot give”—for those are
his words—*“1 cannot give any account of my own personal movements
after Ayres’ assault. Yet I have had the glory of that day for sixteen
years. And I still claim it!”
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Testimony of Genl. Sheridan, page 120 :

Q. Your statement, as I understand you, is that Crawford did not get engaged substan-
tially until he got to the Ford road ; is that it? A. Yes; I mean by that that he had picket
firing, but I don’t call that an engagement.

Q. The cavalry, when he (Crawford) got to the Ford road, had carried the works, had
not they ? A. That is my belief.

Q. Then he didn’t have much of any fighting after he got there to the Ford road, accord-
ing to your understanding of the battle? A. There was firing there.

Q. But not any fighting? A. I don’t know how much fighting there was; there was
considerable fighting there.

Q. To amnount to anything ? A, I think from the report of the guns there must have
been a good many muskets discharged up there.

Q. That is one of the symptoms of a fight? A. Yes; that is a very good symptom.

Q. Do you know where Crawford did get engaged ; have you learned that yet? A. Do
you mean in line of battle or by skirmishing ?

Q. I mean substantially engaged? A. Seme place near the Ford road; I don’t know
whether it was on the west side of it or the east side of it,

Q. Did you ever learn that the Confederate General Munford had a division or brigade, I
don’t know which it was, over on the Confederate left, between their left, their intrench-
ments, and Hatcher's Run? A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever learn that Crawford became engaged as soon as he got in the woods ?
A. My impression is that Crawford became engaged when he got some place on the Ford
road.

Page 121 :

Q. Did you ever learn that Crawford’s loss was about one-half of our entire loss that
day ? A. Inever saw any statement of it.

Q. Did you ever learn that fact? A, Well, Crawford’s statement would make it that
way, I believe.

Q. Take official reports? A, Well, the official report—that is, Crawford’s statement—
would make it somewhat as you say.

Q. You do not mean that the official report was erroneous in any particular? A. I don’t
know about that,

Q. Do you mean to intimate a doubt about that? A. Well, official reports sometimes
are—that thing had better be proven.

Pages 122-3 :

Q. Do you recollect that in your report of May 16 you expressed no blame to either
Crawford or General Warren for this diversion on the part of Crawford's division; that is so?
A, I think I did not.

. Were you aware then that the movement had happened as it did ? A. Yes,

. But you did not speak ot it in your report? A. No, sir.

. When did you first meet Griffin after the advance began ? A. I cannot tell.

. Can you tell where you met him? A. No, sir.

. Did you know, or did you learn then, what his movements were? A. No, sir.

I mean, did you learn at any time during the engagement or just after it what Griffin’s
movements were? A, I think I saw Griftin coming in on the right; I think some of his ad-
vance came in—following up; the works were taken and we were probably over the Ford
road.

Q. When you say on the right ? A. The right of Ayres, and some came in on the left,
to the best of my opinion, through the angle of the works.

Q. Aside from that, did you learn at the time of the engagement what Griffin’s move-
ments were? A, I don’t recollect now,

Q. Can you state any further than that, what his movements were during the engage-
ment ? A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recollect any instructions or orders that you sent to him or gave him after the
first time that you have mentioned before the engagement began? A. No, sir.

Pages 123, 124, 125:

Q. You said the other day that after the engagement began, after the first assault, you
were with either Griflin or Ayres, but you could not tell which? A, I cannot tell which.

LOLLLO

o
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Q. Is it not pretty clear now that you were with Ayres? A. I could not tell; I think,
to the best of my opinion, I was afraid that Ayres was going to fire into the cavalry; and I
think I held him for a little while; and I think about that time or a little after that time I
met Griftin; I cannot be positive about that; that is the reason I think he came in on the
right.

& Q. When you met Griffiu, didn’t he come down in the rear of the Confederate entrench-
ments on the right? A. Yes; some of them came in, I think, at the angle—came in along
the works—then the other part, I think, came in on the right of Ayres.

Q. Then at that time you were, were you not, just on the line of the carthworks or about
there? A. I don't know; I could not say; it does not seem to me that I was,

Q. Had you up to that time been with Ayres’s division substantially? A. I had been
substantially with it; 1 know T was absent from it for a time.

Q. Do yourecollect where you went? A. No, sir; except I went in advance of it; T
recollect seeing two or three picces of artillery abandoned on the Ford voad ; and then I came
back when I halted them to keep them from firing into the cavalry; I knew I would have
protection to go on, and T went on; and I recollect seeing on the Ford road two or three
pieces of artillery—it is rather indistinct in my mind—I think there were three pieces of
artillery that seemed to have been abandoned; and there were one or two cavalrymen on
foot.

Q. You eaid substantially that you were with Ayres’s division for a little time after he
carried the works, and you met Griffin when he came in from the rear of their line of works ?
A. No, sir; T have not said so,

Q. T understood that to be what you stated ? A. No; I said 1 could not tell exactly.

Q. That is as nearly as you can give it? A. Yes.

Q. Then you looked upon the engagement as substantially over; am I right? A, From
the time Griffin came in?

Q. Yes. A. Yes; I considered the engagement, as I said before, substantially over after
we got in the rear of the enemy’s lines; there may have beensome fighting afterwards,

Q. You do not pretend from that time out to give us any statement in detail of what your
movements were? A. No, sir; I was not so anxious after that as I had been before.

Q. Did you learn at any time during the progress of the engagement that the enemy
made a second line of defense to the rear of the return in their works? A. No, sir; I did
not see anything of it.

Q. And that there was quite a sharp fight there? A. No, sir; I dont know anything
about it; [ suppose those who tried to get away had a fight there with Crawford.

Q. Were you informed that later still, to the west of Five Forks, they made another line
of defense and that there was a sharp fight there? A. Well, I suppose they were trying to
ret, off.

5 Q. Were you informed of that? A, Yes; I think I was; there was some firing there
and I supposed it was that; it was that which usually attends the pursuit of an enemy; he
turns around and beats you off, if he can.

Q. You did not learn what General Warren had done with Griffin’s and Crawford’s
divisions ? A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know what time he sent the members of his staff and went himself to bring
Griffin's division in the rear? A. I do not know anything about it.

Q. Did you know at the time he went personally and sent his staff to bring Crawford’s
division back into the works? A. No, sir.

Q. Did you learn during the engagement that it was General Warren who sent a detach-
ment of the Fifth Corps to hold the possession of the ford over Iatcher’'s Run? A, No, sir.

Q. Did you learn at any time during the progress of the engagement that it was General
Warren who ordered Crawford to change direction and make this advance down the Ford
road in the rear of the works? A. No, sir.

Q. Did you learn at any time during the ¢cngagement that when the last line of defense
on the part of the Confederates was taken, was General Warren, who led the advance of our
troops to the assault, there ? A, At what point?

Q. About half a mile west of the Ford road? A. Noj; I don't remember,

Q. If those facts should turn out to have taken place, to be true, how is it that you ac-
count for your ignorance of them? A. Well, I might have known of them at the time; it is
a long time since.

Q. Did youknow anything about them at the time? A. I cannot say now whether I
did or not.

Q. You did not say anything about it in your report? A. No, sir.

Q. I notice that among the officers who are mentioned with praise in your report of May
16, every officer of prominent position is mentioned favorably except Warren? A, Yes.
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Page 128:

By Mr. STICKNEY:

Q. Then, as far as T understand you, to make a little »ésumé of some points, you gave no
order or instructions to General Warren himself after the commencement of the advance?
A. It is possible I sent staff officers to communicate with him; and I think most of them did
not find him ; some of them may have found him; some of these officers that I sent; if I sent
any orders by them I don’t know what they were.

Q. As far as I understand you, you do not now recall any ordersor instructions that you
sent to General Crawford, except that he was to come back to his left ? A. No, sir.

Q. As far as I understand, you gave no orders or instructions to General Griffin afler the
advance began? A. I dvn't know what I sent by the aides.

Q. Astar as you recollect? A, My recollectiont is that I was pretty anxious that he
should get down there,

Q. As far as I understand, you had no knowledge at the time of what General Warren
did do in this battle after you parted with him at the beginning of the attack? A, No; I
had no knowledge.

Q. Nor did you make any inquiry to find out what he'had done? A. Ididn’t have time.

Q. Have you learned at any time that for some time after you put Griffin in command
General Warren was exercising command and leading the troops? A. No, sir; it would not
make much difference if he was.

If ever a soldier in military history has taken such a position before,
it is beyond my knowledge. If any enemy of General Sheridan should
tell such a story against him, no one would credit it ; but it is the state-
ment of the man himself, as to his own movements, made before a mili-
tary court. And there we must leave him.

Now, let me say what the position of General Warren is, and I do that
without making any imputation against General Sheridan, without eriti-
cising for an instant or questioning the propriety of his conduct in re-
lieving General Warren—that this court has no oceasion to pass upon
—as to that I make no criticism or suggestion ; that is assumed to have
been done with proper motives. Yet in order that the court shall ap-
preciate Geperal Warren’s position, it will be necessary for me to re-
view one or two of the circumstances connected with General Sheri-
dan’s act in relieving Warren of his command.

The testimony of Geneval Sheridan was, in substance, that when
the operations of that day began, he knew nothing of General Warren,
either personally or by reputation. Yet the court will recollect Gen-
eral Chamberlain’s testimony as to what took place when he first met
Sheridan, at the very opening of the day, when General Sheridan made
inquiry as to General Warren’s whereabouts, and was told that Gen-
eral Warren was with Crawford aud his rearguard. The answer made
by General Sheridan was, “Just where I expected him to be.” What
did that show? Nothing had happened then. Did that show aay-
thing in the nature ot prejudice, or did it not? The statement which
Greneral Sheridan makes, page 56, as to the circumstances of relieving
General Warren, and as to his reasons for doing so, is this:

After the battle was practically over, it became necessary for me to consider the posi-
tion of my command with reference to the main rebel army. I felt that though my
troops were victorious, they were isolated from the Army of the Potomac, and the extreme
left of that army having been thrown back so as to occupy a position fronting on or parallel
to the Boydton plank road, while the enemy held strongly at the intersection of the White
Oak road and Claiborne road, and directly in iy rear, and distant trom Five Forks not to
exceed three and a half miles, I surmised that they might march down the White Oak road
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that night or early next morning and take my command in rear. It was therefore necessary
for me to make new dispositions to meet this new emergency.

General Sheridan’s statement is that this resolution to relieve Gen-
eral Warren was taken by bim after the battle was over, in view of the
new conditions that arose at the end of the engagement. We have the
testimony of Colonel Brinton to the effect that in the Sydnor field,
when the action was not more than one hour in progress, General Sher-
idan met General Griffin; that he shouted out the question, “ Where is
Warren?” Without waiting for an answer, he turned to General Griffin
and said, “ General Griffin, I put you in command of the Fifth Corps.”
That is confirmed by General Chamberlain’s testimony in the most
explicit manner. It reads (pages 277 and 278) :

Q. Where were you when you learned of Warren’s being reliecved? A. I cannot say
that I learned it; there was talk of it; Major Brinton, of General Griffin’s staff, met me about
half way between the easterly edge of the woods and the Ford road, and asked me if I knew
that General Griffin was in command of the corps. and said I, * No, sir, I do not.”

Q. That was when you were moving toward the Ford road? A. Yes; the troops were
actively engaged at the time moving westward. ~

Q. When did you next see General Warren, and where? A. Isaw him on the Ford
road.

Q. In which direction was he moving then? A. He was coming up the Ford road to-
wards the White Oak road, southerly towards the forks.

Q. In which direction did you see him go then? A, e advanced westerly on the White
Oak road.

Q. Did you hear any firing farther to the westward about that time? A. Yes; to the
south of the White Oak road.

Q. Coming from about what spot, as near as you could judge? A, There was firing all
along the edge of the open, which is on this map (witness indicates the Gilliam field), on the
west edge of the field, on the east edge of the wood ; and alterwards there was a very sharp
fire in the angle on the White Oak road at the northwest corner of that ficld; there was a very
sharp engagement.

Q. About how long after you saw General Warren going in that direction was that en-
gagement 7 A. Very shortly,

Q. Very shortly after you caw him going towards where yvou saw the firing—did you see
General Warren again that evening? A. My impression i3 1 did not see General Warren
again that evening.

Q. How long was that engagement on the west side of the Sydnor field, when the enemy
were posted inside the woods—how long had you a sharp firing, and how much of a stand did
they mahe? A, Twenty minutes to half an hour,

Q. Could you form any idea of how heavy the force was in front of you, engaged there ?
A. T could not tell exactly about that force, beeause they seemed to have a second line; this
force was pretty heavy; I know that it was, because when [ got my line formed perpendicu-
larly, about the time Genceral Gwyn went in, the enemy appeared to be canght here, and a thou-
sand of them came in prisoners at once—900 or 1,000 of them came in over the works, the
“ refused ” line running northerly, and gave themselves up; we struck them in such a direction
that our loss was not very heavy until this force back in the woods enfiladed us.

Q. By this movement, as T understand you, you got in the advance of Ayres, of his two
brigades that had remained with them? A. I cannot say where General Ayres’ other bri-
gades were; I do not think T saw them.

Q. You saw General Ayres himself; in which direction did he come from? A. He came
up from the woods that General Gwyn haa left; that is, from the castward. o

Q. Which direction did he go when you left him? A. I do not know.

Q. Did he go in advanee with you? A, No, sir,

Q. Then you judge his command must have been where? A. T judge that his command
was in this woods.

Q. In the rear of yours at that time? A. T cannot say at that time.

Q. When you separated from him he did not go farther in advance with you? A. He
did not go in advance with me,

Q. Then from this point just west of the Sydnor field how Jong did the engagement con-


http:en~ngen~r.nt

84

tinue—1I mean, did you have continuous fighting to the Ford road? A. We had continuons
fighting to the Ford road.

Q. Where were you when you learned of Warren’s being relieved? A. I cannot say that
I learned it; there was talk of it; Major Brinton, of General Griffin’s staff, met me about half
way between the easterly edge of the woods and the Ford road and asked me if I knew that
General Griffin was in command of the corps, and said I, “ No, sir, I do not.”

Q. That was when you were moving toward the Ford road? A. Yes; the troops were
actively engaged at the time moving westward.

Q. When did you next see General Warren, and where ?  A. I saw him on the Ford road.

Q. In which direction was he moving then? A, He was coming up the Ford road
towards the White Oalk, southerly towards the forks.

Q. In which direction did you see him go then? A. He advanced westerly on the White
Oak road.

So there can be no doubt, in view of this. testimony, that it was
there, where Brinton places it, in the Sydnor field, that Geueral Sheri-
dan first gave his oral command to General Griffin, that he was to take
command of the Fifth Corps. More than that, as the Court will recol-
lect, I asked General Sheridan when he was on the witness stand, ex-
plicitly, whether this incident took place or not; for I had my informa-
tion as to it at that time. General Sheridan does not deny it; admits
it as a possible thing, and says simply that he does not recollect it.
That effectually disposes of the statement that this resolution was
formed after the battle was over, in view of new emergencies. And, if
you add to that the color which you can legitimately take from the
conversation he had with Chamberlain in the morning—taking into
consideration the oral authorization which came from General Grant
to relieve General Warren, and that General Grant’s message would
convey to the mind of any soldier that such action would not be dis-
pleasing to General Grant—I think we shall have no difficulty in com-
mg to the conclusion that General Sheridan’s resolution to relieve
Warren was formed early in the progress of that battle, if not before
the battle began.

But there is this other fact, which to General Warren is of great
importance, there is the fact that Warren was not relieved, that no
order was issued taking from him his commwand until tha$ battle was
over ; when that order, in writing, was brought to him by General
Forsyth, which bears now upon it the memorandum made of the hour
of 7 ». i, as the hour when Warren received it. The testimony of the
witnesses abundantly establishes the fact that Warren was in that field
marked 77 at the extreme left, the farthest point that any of the in-
fantry reached, when he received that order which relieved him, that
he was sent to the rear, when he was at the head of his command,
when he had just led it in person in its last charge, when he had con-
ducted its operations in person from the beginning of the battle to the
end of it.

What did that mean ? That meant, and it means now, until the act
is disavowed, that a soldier of the United States Army, who had been a
soldier from his youth, who was a soldier by education, who had gone
into the war in command of a regiment, who rose from that position to
the command of a brigade, who then served as Chief of Staff of the Army
of the Potomac, through some of its most perilous times, who was placed
in command of a corps in the armies of the United States by special as-
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signment of the President, and who conducted himself to the satisfac-
tion of his superior commander, at all times, to the very end of the war,
it meant that such a man, with such a record, had been guilty of cow-
ardice, or something equivalent to it, upon the field of battle. There
was no other possible construction to be given to that fact.

The position of a soldier in the Army of the United States is not, in
all respects, an enviable one. It has its great compensations. It must
be conceded, I suppose, that the people of the United States, through
their recognized authorities, give the officers of the army rather hard
measure. They give them the most severe labor at all times. They
give them very insufficient pay. They expose them to great dangers.
The brightest military genius in the whole army may, at any moment,
lose his life in a skirmish with a half dozen Indians on the frontier, and
may uever be heard of. But soldiers of the Tnited States Army
are willing to take all these risks, on one possibility—that is, the possi-
bility that, when a time of actual warfare comes, with a civilized foe,
and in strong force, they may make a great reputation for them-
selves; and that mere possibility of a great reputation is to them abun-
dant compensation—for so they show by all their acts—abundant com-
pensation for all the hardships and disadvantages of their ordinary
life. TFortunately for them, although their ordinary treatment rests in
the .aands of civilians, they are subject to civil authorities, and the
people of the United States, whom they serve, are not able to exercise
a wise judgment of their merits and of what they do, yet they have
one compensation—their reputation, that omne thing which has the
greatest value in their eyes, is always put under the protection of sol-
diers. If their reputation is injured by any one, no matter how power-
ful a man he may be ; if their reputation is attacked unjustly, they have
the right to a court of soldiers to do them justice. ‘

Now, sixteen years have passed, since these imputations were made
against General Warren’s military reputation. For an assassin who
takes human life the whole civilized world has the deepest condemna-
ation. Tor a man who kills reputations, they have the most thorough
contempt ; and the Constitution ot the United States and the Articles
of War give to a soldier whose reputation is assailed a proper and suf-
ficient protection. It would be a sad day for the United States Army,
if it should ever come, when a soldier’s reputation could not have this
full and sufficient safeguard ; and if the day should ever come, when a
soldier could not appeal to a military court for full and complete pro-
tection, on that day the United States Army had better pass out of ex-
istence, for its days of usefulness will have been numbered.

Mr. Stickney, after the argument of General Sheridan’s counsel, made
the following additional remarks by way of finally closing his argument
in behalf of the applicant.

Mr. Stickney said:

After the learned counsel’s argument, as it seems to me, these points
remain substantially uncontroverted on the testimony :
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As 10 THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE 31sT.

First: That Warren made no report as to being able to get posses-
sion of the White Oak road.

Secomd : That Warren made no attack.

Tlird : That the position of the Fifth Corps at the time of the attack
made by the enemy was precisely in conformity with the orders of
General Meade and General Grant.

Lourth : That Warren, on the day before this engagement, that is,
on the afternoon of March 30, in his dispatch of 4 P. ., had submitted
to General Meade the proposition that he be allowed to take the whole
of his corps and block the White Oak road.

Fifth ; That this proposition was submitted to General Grant by
General Meade.

Sixth : That General Grant did not allow this proposed movement
to be executed. ’

Seventh : That Warren in forming his corps and assuming the offen-
sive after the temporary reverse of the forenoon, acted with prompt-
ness and energy.

Those positions, as I say, seem to me to be substantially uncontro-
verted upon the testimony. They are abundantly borne out by the
testimony, and especially by the records in the case.

That tinishes what I have to say as to the engagement of the 31st.

As Tto0 THE MOVEMENTS TO RE-ENFORCE GENERAL SHERIDAN, THESE
Poixts, As 1T APPEARS TO ME, REMAIN UNCONTROVERTED ON THE
LEVIDENCE.

First: That Warren, at least as early as 5 p. a, on the 31st of Mareh,
sent Bartlett against the enemy’s rear.

Second : That Warren’s orders to Bartlett were to attack the enemy.

Third : That Warren ordered this movement on his own responsi-
bility.

Lrourth : That Bartlett’s movements gave General Sheridan the
relief he needed, compelling the withdrawal of the enemy from General
Sheridan’s front daring the night of March 31st.

Fifth : That Bartlett’s withdrawal from his advanced position in the
rear of the enemy was ordered by General Meade in pursuance of orders
of General Grant.

Sizth: That there were only three orders during the night from
Meade to Warren which directed any movement by Warren in co-oper-
ation with Sheridan, viz. : the order of 9 p. »., and 10:15 p. a1, and 11:45
P. M.

Seventh : That the order of 9 p. M. was put in execution by Warren
without delay, and with literal exactness according to its terms.

T think there we agree.

Lightl : The order of 10:15 p. ar., which directed Warren to send
one division to Sheridan down the Boynton road and attack the enemy
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in the rear with his other two divisions, was immediately put in execu-
tion by Warren, according to its apparent purpose, by his directing
Ajyvres’ division to press on to Dinwiddie Court House instead of halt-
ing when it reached the Boydton road ; and by halting Crawford and
Griffin in the retrograde movemennt which they were then executing
under a previous order of General Meade ; that Warren’s halting Craw-
ford and Griffin until Ayres should reach the Boynton road and begin
his movement to Dinwiddie, was proper and judicious.

And here I have a word to say on the points that Major Gardner
has advanced as to an alleged intention on the part of Warren not to
execute General Meade’s order for the rear movement. This is a severe
charge. It is the charge of a deliberate intention on General Warren’s
part to disobey the orders received from General Meade. And the
learned counsel thinks that he finds in the wording of one of General
Warren’s dispatches confirmation of his theory. Yo my mind the dis-
patch indicates simply this : that it was not General Warren’s intention
to actually deliver bis attack until morning. The expression “ to-mor-
row,” which he uses in that dispatch is written with the idea by War-
ren that he is still in the evening of the 31st, although the dispatch is
actually writtén a few minutes after midnight. When he says, “I am
going to attack to-morrow,” he has reference only to his actual deliv-
ery of the attack ; and at no time—such is his deliberate testimony—
had he any intention of delaying the movement to the enewmy's rear
until “to-morrow,” or of delaying it later than until he should learn
that Ayres had succeeded in re-enforcing Sheridan.

Ninth : That the order of Meade of 11:45 p. ., received by Warren
as 1 A. u., was immediately put in execution by Warren with all possi-
ble dispatch ; that Warren’s delay in moving his two divisions in the
enemy’s rear until he should learn that Ayres had succeeded in joining
Sheridan before Sheridan should be compelled to leave Dinwiddie, was
proper and judicious, and in full conformity with the purposes of Gen-
eral Meade’s orders.

In General Meade’s latest despatch, 11:45 p. ar., he expresses grave
doubt as to whether Warren would be able to re-enforce Sheridan be
fore Sheridan would be obliged to leave Dinwiddie; that doubt which
Meade expresses came from Sheridan in his dispatches to Meade, and
was conveyed by Meade to Warren. So, I say, Warren’s evident pur-
pose was to wait, as to the movements of his two divisions, until he
should learn that Ayres had joined Sheridan. It was not enough for
him to simply know that Ayres had begun his movement down the
Boydton road, or that Ayres had gone as far as the crossing of the
Run ; because his information was that the enemy were there in force
between him and Sheridan. So it was necessary that Warren should
wait until he heard from Ayres that Ayres had succeeded in accom-
plishing the purpose of Meade’s order, before he proceeded to execute
the movement with the other two divisions. In the meantime he was
holding the other two divisions where it would be most easy for them
to make a movement to the rear, instead of allowing them to continue
the retrograde movement back to the Boydton road.
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Tenth : That the movement of Ayres’ division to re-enforce Sheridan
at Dinwiddie began immediately on the receipt of Meade’s order of
9:35 r. M. ; was a continuous movement, with no unnecessary delays ;
and was executed by Ayres with all the speed and promptness possible
under the circumstances.

Lleventl, : That the movement of Warren with Crawford and Griffin
was made by Warren immediately on his learning that Ayres had suc-
ceeded in jomning Sheridan, and was made with promptness and in full
conformity with the purposes of General Meade’s orders, so far as they
were made apparent to Warren.

Twelfth : That the movements of Warren during the night until he
joined Sheridan were made under the orders of General Meade ; and,
as far as appears by General Meade's dispatches or reports, or by any
evidence before the court, they were executed to the full satisfaction of
General Meade.

Tlarteenth : That as far as appears to the court, no expression of
dissatisfaction was made by General Sheridan, in his official dispatches
at the time, with the movements of Warren to re-enforce him, or support
him during the night of the 31st.

I come then to the conversation between General Warren and Gen-
eral Sheridan, in which General Lee is mentioned. I have very few
words to lay before the court on that matter. General Warren gives a
very full statement of the interview which must have led to this testi-
mouny that has been given by General Sheridan and General Forsyth.
He gives this account of his first meeting in the morning with General
Sheridan. He says (page 742) :

I felt, notwithstanding that T had gone without sleep all night—I felt a good deal elated
that such a night as we had had turned out so well; that everything had turned out so suec-
cessfully.  So I made the remark to General Sheridan that we had had rather a field day of
it since yesterday morning. He said to me, “ Do you call that a field day ?” I saw by the
tone of his remark that he was not very well pleased with what I had said; so I, in a measure,
apologized for it by saying that it was perhaps a little ironical, and I referred to the fact that
we had been directed to cease operations and have a quiet time cf it, but the dispositions
General Lee had made had given us about as lively a time as I had had in my experience.

That was the only allusion that I recollect ‘making to that subject, and we ceased conversa-
tion,

Then General Warren further testified as to General Sheridan’s
manner at the time :

The first remark I made that he did not seem to like was one of those unfortunate remarks
that anybody would be likely to make. It did not seem to please him ; and when I made the
other statement, 1 think it rather removed the dissatisfaction which I thought the fivst remark
caused. It was so intended.

Now, very plainly, General Sheridan misunderstood entirely General
Warren’'s meaning. Very naturally Gen. Sheridan, with his understand-
ing of it, took offense. General Warren said what he could to remove
the unfavorable impression produced on General Sheridan’s mind, but
did not succeed in doing so.

On page T41 of Warren’s testimony, just before his account of this
interview, he says, “I did not notice Forsyth there;’ but at a later
period that was corrected, he did notice Forsyth; somewhere later in



89

the record that correction is made. So, in all human probability, it is
that conversation to which General Forsyth testifies. There was a sim-
ple misunderstanding as to what General Warren meant.

As 1o THE BATTLE oF Five FORks.

Upon my view of the testimony, these facts remain uncontroverted

Irirst : That the advance of the Fifth Corps was ordered by Warren
immediately on receipt of orders for that advance from Sheridan, and
orders for a speedy march were repeated by Warren more than once to
his division commanders.

Second : That the advance to Gravelly Run Church was made, not
under Warren’s immediate personal supervision ; that it was made with
promptaess and rapidity under the circumstances.

Third : That during the advance of the Fifth Corps to Gravelly
Run chureh, Warren was occupied in learning from General Sheridan
his-plan for the coming engagement, in superintending the formation of
his corps as the different portions of it came upon the ground, and in
giving to hus subordinate commanders their instructions for the coming
engagement. That Warren’s so occupying himself was proper and
judicious.

Fourth ;: That the formation of the Fifth Corps for the attack on the
enemy’s position was made under General Sheridan’s personal supervi-
sion, and in strict conformity with his orders. .

Fifth : That the written orders issued by Warren to his division
commanders were in strict conformity to the instructions received by
Warren from General Sheridan.

That is Sheridan’s own testimony, repeated as many as five different
times. '

Sixth : That there was a misapprehension as to the position of the
enemy's works, the angle of those works on the White Oak road being
supposed to be in front of the Fifth Corps as it was then formed.

Upon that point I have only to call the attention of the court to one
point, and that is this: Will the court conclude, after a review of all the
circumstances, and after hearing the learned counsel’s argument, that
General Sheridan ever intended to move up the Fifth Corps so to
present their flank squarely to the fire of a work that he intended the
Trifth Corps to carry? ‘

That is a question to which my friend has not seen fit to direct
his remarks.

One other point here is to be mentioned. The learned counsel in
his argument says, that General Baxter, Crawford’s right brigade,
should have begun to wheel as soon as he struck the White Oak road.
Now, whether it is the meaning of the learned counsel that all the front
subdivisions of the Fifth Corps, that is, each brigade, should have made
a wheel by itself—or a change of direction, for it could not have been a
wheel—as soon as they struck the White Oak road, I do not know;
but that very plainly, if it had been done, would have brought the
whole corps right in column in a charge on earth-works. And that
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may be the counsel’s idea of strategy, for all I know. If his idea is that
the different divisions were to make changes of direction so as to have
simply a new front at right angles with the front which they had held
in marching up from Gravelly Run Church, that would put them with
the whole line of the Fifth Corps extending up nearly half a mile be-
yond the end of that return. General Sheridan had no idea of any-
thing of that sort, for he says expressly that it was his intention to
“ cover the return” with those two divisions. He says that in so many
words. My learned friend is going in the face of his client’s state-
ment.

Seventh : That for the misapprehension in the enemy’s position
Warren was not responsible.

Eighth : That the angle of the works of the enemy being to the left
of their supposed position, made it necessary for Ayres to change front
to the left to meet the unexpected fire on his left.

Ninth : That this change of front on the part of Ayres was the
cause of the break between Crawford and Ayres.

Tenth : That Warren and his subordinate officers did all in their
power to remedy this break, and to hring the divisions of Crawford and
Griffin into the battle as soon as was possible.

To show that my learned friend is not quite correct in his statement
before the court that this is a new theory as to the battle of Five Forks,
I will read to the court a passage from General Warren's original
report of the battle. That extract will show the court that Warren
took then precisely the view that he has ever since taken-—-the one
which is now before the court.

#* bl * * * * * * * *

The propriety of an army all moving at once presupposes, in order that the General who
so employs it should be éntitled to the credit of the results obtained, that he should have his
information so exact that the mass falls directly upon a vulnerable and vital point of the
enemy’s position. If there should be a mistake in this, the chief merit belongs to those exer-
tions and arrangements by which this nistake is corrected, or in the new dispositions which
the occasion demands as requisite, and which are not impracticable. But this calculation as
to the position of the left flank of the enemy’s line was faulty, and to a very serious extent,
considering that he had placed all the troops in position for the move. The changes we had
to make afterward required the greatest exertion of myself and staff, when everything was in
motion, and in woods of the difficult nature usually found in Virginia, no one of the command
being at all acquainted with the ground over which we were moving. * * * * * *

There is the point, as directly and vigorously stated as it was proper
that General Warren should state it, in his official report made to his
superior officer at the time.

Lleventh : 'That Warren gave his personal presence during the en-
gagement at such points as he judged most-required his personal pres-
ence from time to time.

Twelfth : That Warren throughout the engagement did his utmost
to second the efforts of General Sheridan to carry out General Sheri-
dan’s purposes.

Tlarteenth : That Warren was relieved of his command in or near
the field marked “V,” west of the Gilliam field, when he was at the
head of his corps, just after he had led them in person in their last ad-
vance against the enemy.
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Upon that point T have simply this consideration to submit: The
learned counsel has made an extended argument as to the precise point
where General Liocke met General Sheridan on the White Oak road.
It may very well ba that General Locke is at this time mistaken in put-
ting that place of meeting just at the right or left of Five Forks. The
point, o my mind, is not material. The only point as to which it is
material before the court, is the point where Warren was relieved. It
is not disputed, and Major Gardner states in his argument that, when
General Sheridan was to the west of Five Forks, General Warren passed
by him moving farther to the west. It is clear, too, that Custer and
Watren met somewhere, and they could not have met except in the
Gilliam field; and that was where Warren’s advance was made just
after his passing by General Sheridan. General Sheridan was un-
doubtedly close by the northeast corner of the Gilliam iield ; there is
no doubt that he gave an order to General Richardson ; there is no
doubt that after that order was given by General Sheridan, Warren did
lead the advance across the field. It has not been my intention to say
that that advance across the Gilliam field was a great act, nor has Gen-
eral Warren ever claimed any credit for it ; he conceives that it is what
nearly any man of his rank in the United States army would have done.
The only material point is, where he was at the time he was relieved ;
and that is all I have introduced the testimony for. .

Then one word as to the witnesses who have been introduced here
as to Custer’s movements. It is possible that Custer, after he moved
around to the west of the field marked V, and to the south of W. H. F.
Lee’s outpost, did move to the eastward again towards the Young-Bois-
seau field ; some of the cavalrymen may have met him there. There
can be no doubt that he did move west along the Gilliam field, and with
‘Warren ; and there can be no doubt as to the time when the movement
in conjunction with Warren happened. As to Custer’s subsequent
movements, I do not care to discuss the question at all. It is very
clear that if Custer had, at the time Major Gardner supposes, moved
around the extreme western end of the works at the point V, and then
moved east, none of the enemy’s ivfantry would have escaped. The
uniform testimony of all the Confederates is, that they got back through
the woods to the north of the Gilliam field without any interruption
from the cavalry. So that Custer’s movement on the north side of the
works, if he made it as supposed by Major Gardner, was made after
Corse’s line was broken, and after the main body of the enemy’s in-
fantry had escaped northward through the woods.

Then we ask a general finding in such terms as the court sees fit to
make it, as to whether General Warren, throughout the operations of
those two days, acted to the utmost of his ability in carrying out the
purposes of his commanding officers, as far as those purposes were
made known to him.

Now, as to Warren’s baving used these years, since the events took
place, in making up a case :

It is well known to both Major Gardner and myself, and it appears
here on the record, that the pamphlet which General Warren published
was almost a verbatim copy of General Warren’s official report, which
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is before the court. That pamphlet was published immediately after
the events. Since that time, General Warren has done nothing except
to make and renew his applications for a Court of Inquiry.

As to the point of the alleged delay upon his part in making his ap-
plication for redress, the evidence is, that in the beginning, on the
evening of the battle before he left the field, he made personal applica-
tion, in a respectful form, to General Sheridan himself; and General
Sheridan’s answer was very peremptory, and need not be here repeated.
Captain Martin, of General Sheridan’s staff, gives its exact words.
General Sheridan required him to report to General Grant. From that
time General Sheridan was no longer his commanding officer, and no
further application could have been with dignity or propriety made to
General Sheridan. General Warren then within a few days made his
application to General Grant for a Court of Inquiry. General Grant’s
reply was that the exigencies of the service would not then allow it.
General Warren then made his application to the Secretary of War.
That application was afterwards pressed, through Senator Morgan’s in-
tervention, but no official action was ever taken upon it until the time
when the action of the President was finally taken. To Secretary of
‘War, McCrary, General Warren repeated his application asking for
the consideration of the one previously made for a Court of
Inquiry. That application was finally granted. That action
was taken on the recommendation of the General of the Army, given in
such words that I ask the privilege of reading it : '

¢ The Hon. Secretary of War having asked my opinion of the enclosed appeal, I must
say that the long endured imputations on the fair fame of Gen. Warren warrant the Court of
Inquiry which he has repeatedly asked for, and which has thus far been denied him,
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.”

Now I have finished what I have to say upon the case. AndI have
to assure the court once rore that I have endeavored during this whole
investigation simply to forward their purposes. If there has at any
time been anything in my manner or in my acts, which has seemed to
be improper, I most sincerely hope it will be excused. The feelings
which I entertain towards the members of the court, after their exceed-
ingly kind and courteous treatment of me, are such as I need not state
at all. In closing, I have only to most earnestly and respectfully
request of the court that they will, at the earliest time at
which their official duties will allow, take up the consideration of this
case. The delay thus far has not been at any stage a thing for which
General Warren was responsible. He has pressed this matter as hard
as he could at all times. A long period of time has now elapsed. If a
decision should be very greatly delayed, who can tell whether the lives
of the members of the court will be spared, or thelife of the person who
is most interested in their decision will be spared. I repeat, therefore,
most urgently and respectfully my request, that the court will, in_the
interest of justice, take up the case for consideration at the earliest
possible moment.
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