
TESTIMONIALS 
SKUCCTED FROM IfANY RECEIVED BY 

ME. ALFRED DEI B. BLISS,

BEARING UPON THE DISCHARGE OF HIS DUTIES AS A 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYE, AND EXTENDING OVER 

i\ MORE THAN THIRTEEN TEARS^^S^vi 

— I%6H\X 
L From Abt^ub Moore, Esq., Secretary of Dublin and Wicldow 

Railway Company, (formerly Assistant Secretary Poor Law 
Commission, Ireland.) 

Dear Mb. Bliss, 
In compliance with your request that on fhe 

close of my connection withthe Poor Law Commission inIreland, 
Iwouldstate my opinion of the manner in which yon have dis
charged your;duties while acting under my observation in the 
office inDublin,.Ican have no difficultyin repeating the very 
favorable opinion which you are aware Ientertain and have 
expressed of the zeal, attention, and fidelity,with which you have 
always performed the duties assigned to you during more than 
seven yeara^for the.greater jwart of which you acted as one of my 
Assistants;, or.as a clerk in my. department of. the office. I.uni
formly found; you take a willinginterest in whatever duties were 

assigned, to youand. ever ready cheerfully to devote yourself tothe 
business of the Office, in.which you habitually attended .whenever 
necessary, far beyond the ordinary office hours. In, figure-work, 

statistical tables, and matters of account, your assistance was par
ticularly useful from your skill and quickness .in working out the 
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details of this kind of business, Ibelieve jour success in intricate 
account business, and calculations has been attested by others also 
under whom you have been immediately employed in this kind of 
work;andIneed hardly mention the excellence and rapidity of 
your handwriting, as these qalities can be so readily tested. 

Ifmy testimony as to the manner in which you performed the 
duties entrusted to you, while under my observation, and the com
mendable spiritin whichyou devoted yourself to them, should at 

any time be of use to you,Ishould be very glad to have recorded 
it. Ishall not easily forget the hard work you had to go through 
for so long a time, and how willinglyyou stuck to it. 

Believe me always, 

Your faithful friend and well-wisher, 

ARTHUR MOORE. 
Alpha House, Drumcondra, 

12th November, 1855. 

H.—'"From William Stanley, Esq.; C&mptroUer General of Stamps 
and Taxes (Formerly Secretary Poor Law Commission-Hfreland.) 

Inland RfevEwtii:, Stamps, 

Dublin \ 2th August, 1858. 

My Dear Sir, 
Iam unable to express any opinion as to you? 

fitness for the office which you seek,* its duties being unknown to 
me. As a Correspondent incarrying out the directions of others 
Iam aware of your competency, great industry, and desire tocarry 
but the intention noted for you. Ihave not known any one of 
nibre zeal inofficialbusiness, or one on whom more reliance could 
be placed for the execution of any practicable amount of work 
committed "to you. Mr.Moore, inhis letter, which you have sent 

* 
Secretaryship Waterford and Limerick Railway. 
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to pie, andIreturn, (dated 12th November, 1855,) ha? more fulljj 
described your officialcapabilities and habits ; andIconcur in all 
that he states as to both. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

W. STANLEY. 
T? ALFRED BLIS^Esqv


5, D'OHer-rtreet.


— 
HL From W. G. Lumley, Esq., Assistant Secretary Poor Law 

Board, England. 

Somerset House, July 26th 184& 
Dear Sir, 

Ishall be glad to give you any testimonial that will 
be of service to you in your office atDublin,thoughIbelieveIcan
not say more than whatIdid write for you in the letter which you 
received from me, when you made your first application. 

ButIdo not doubt that your own conduct at Dublin willbe the 
best recommendation inyour favor for promotion there. 

I9™* 
Your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY. 
To^lb. BLISS, Dabliq. 

IV.—From Sik George Cor^ew^xl Lettis, Bart., late Chancellor 

of the Exchequer (formetiy one of the Poor Law Commissioners 

England?) 
Grove MillHouse, 

15th January, 1846. 
SIX, 

Ihave received your letter of the 13th, but Iregret 

to say thatIhave itnot inmypower to find any employment for 

you. lam not aware of there being any vacancy in the Tndia 
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Board, and ifthere was, the appointment would be made by the 
President of that Board. 
Ifullyremember how useful you were to me personally, and 

have a good opinion of your services in the Poor Law Office, and 
shall be happy to serve you if you can point out any wayin which 

Ican do so. Hoping that the application which you have made to 

the Dublin authorities may be successful. 

Iremain, Sir, 
Ever your obedient servant, 

G. C. LEWIS. 
ALFRED BLISS, Esq. 

Poor Law Office, Somerset House. 

— V.	 From Arthvr Mooke, Esq., Assistant Secretary (addressed to 

thePoor haw Commissioners on the occasion ofa vacancy occurring 

on their Permanent Staff of Clerks). 

Mr.Bliss having made an application to fillthe vacancy caused 
by the removal of Mr. ,has requested me, as the principal 
of the Department in which he is and has been for a long time 
employed, to support his application, so far as my statement of the 
character of his services may do so. 

Considering the meritorious manner in which Mr. Bliss has 
exerted himself, not only ever since the Medical Charities business 
began, but previously, it is but justice to him to bear the strongest 
testimony to the willingness and continued assiduity withwhichhe 
has applied himself to his duties, (as may insome measure be seen 
from the Attendance Return), and to state that he has rendered 
most efficient assistance, especially in the annual pressure of the 
Elections and Election Accounts, and since the commencement of the 
Medical Charities business. In the latter the preparation of the 
Abstract, of the Guardians' Propositions, which was attended with 
much labor and required considerable intelligence and care ingetting 
out the necessary information, and making the requisite calculations, 
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and thetracing maps whichaccompanied them, were his work, and in 
this and many other particulars, his assistance has been of the 
greatest possible service in the details of the business of this 
department. 
ItrustIam not going beyond my province, by adding thatIam 

not aware of any one who fromhis services has a stronger claim 
than Mr.Bliss to warrant him in asking for the Commissioners' 
favorable consideration of his application. 

A. M. 
19th February, 1852. 

— 
VI.	 Appointment by Poor Law Commissioners on Extern duty, as 

Accountant Clerk. 
Poor Law Commission Office, 

Dublin,10th September, 1852. 
Sir, 

Iam directed by the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to acquaint you 
that they have appointed you to proceed to Edenderry Union, 
to assist in the calculations which it willbe necessary to make 
with a view to the adjustment of the Liabilities of the several 
Townlands of that Union as constituted before the change ¦of 
boundaries, which took place on the 18th August, 1850 ; and I 
am to inform you that the Commissioners have obtained the 
authority of the Lords of the Treasury to allow you 12s. per day 
for personal expenses while engaged on such duty, together with 
actual travelling expenses incurred while on the service of the 
Commission. 

A copy of the Order altering the Union, a copy of the General 
Adjustment Order, and a copy of an instructional Letter which 
the Commissioners have this day addressed to Mr. Crawford, the 
Inspector incharge of the District are herewith enclosed for your 
information and guidance. A supply of Adjustment Sheets is 
also enclosed. 

t 
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You will commence the performance of your duties under the 
direction ofMr.Crawford, to whom you willreport yourself upon 
your arrival at Edenderry. 

Order of the Commissioners, 

A. MOORE, Assistant-Secretary. 
To ALFRED BLISS, Esq., Office. 

— VII.	 From C. S. Crawford, Esq., Poor LawInspector. 

Dublin, December 13th, 1852. 
Sir, 

Ihave received the Adjustment Sheets, and am, in every 
respect, satisfied with the manner inwhich they have been com
pleted by you, whichIhave expressed inmyReport to the Com
missioners accompanying the sheets. 

Iremain, 
Yours very truly, 

CHARLES S. CRAWFORD. 
To ALFRED BLISS, Esq., Edenderry, 

Copy Report of C. S. Cbawfobd, Esq., to the Poor Law Commissioners above 

referred to. 
Dublin, 15th December, 1852. 

Gentlemen, 
Ihave the honor to forward herewith the Adjustment Sheets 

ofthe Edenderry Union, as formerly constituted. 
Ihave every reason tobe satisfied with the manner inwhich the Calculations 

have been performed by Mr.AlfredBliss, who has discharged the duty entrusted 
tohim ina veryefficient manner. 

Ihave the honor to be, 

Yourmost obedient servant, 

CHARLES S. CRAWFORD, 
Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
&c, &c,&c. 
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—

VIII. From Poob LawCommissioners. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 
Dublin, 15/ADecember, 1854. 

Sik, 

Iam directed bythe Commissioners for administering the 
Laws forRelief of the Poor inIreland to state, that they have this 
day received fromMr.Crawford the calculations made by you, with 
the viewto the adjustment of the liabilitiesof the Edenderry Union, 
and Iam to request that you willreturn to the Office, where your 
services are now required. 

Order of the Commissioners, 

W. STANLEY, Secretary.

To ALFRED BLISS, Esq., Edendeny.


— Note. The service required from me at the Office, was the compilation 
(under the supervision of the Assistant-Secretary) of Statistical Tables for the 
Commissioners' First Annual Report under the Medical Charities Act, on the 
completion of which Ireceived their further instructions, dated sth March, 
1853, to proceed to the Lowtherstown Union on extern duty, from which I 
returned to the Office in Dublin in the month of September following, whereI 
continued to act until my resignation, in the month of November, 1858. 
Whilst stationed at Lowtherstown, a requisition to the Government was got up 
and numerously signed, urging my appointment as Inspector ob Surveyor of 

Income Tax fob the Countt Fermanagh :the document in question, of which 
the followingiB a copy, was presented to Sib John Young, Bart., (then Chief 
Secretary for Ireland), by the late Sir Authcb Brooke, Bart., one of the 
M.P.'b for that County. 

A. B. 

— 
Copy. To the Right Hon. Edwabd Gbanvillk Eliot,Earl of St. Germans, 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor ofIreland. 

Memorial of the undersigned Nobility, Clergy, Magistrates, and Resident Gentry 

ofthe County Fermanagh, 
Sheweth, 

That the Actfor the levy ofanIncome Tax inIreland, lumng 
received the Royal Assent on the 28th ultimo, and the Appointment* to bt 
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made thereunder being ofa peculiarly trustworthy and responsible nature, we 
beg to recommend to yourExcellency's favorable consideration the claims of 
Mr.AlfredBlits, an officer for some years in the service of the Poor Law 
Commission, who has been for some months past stationed in the Union of 
Lowtherstown, on a very important duty ; and whom we believe, from his 
talent, gentlemanly bearing, and high moral character, to be eminently qualified 
for the appointment of Inspector ob Sobvetob of Income Tax in this 

County. 

(Signed,)	 ENNISKILLEN, 
WILLIAMD'ARCY, (D. L.) 
ALEXANDER AIKEN, 
WILLIAMTHOMAS LETT, (Rector,) 
J. B. ANNESLEY,(Curate,) 
B. GAMBLE FRITH, (M.D.) 
W. H. ARCHDALL,(J. P.) 
MERVYNARCHDALL,(M P.) 

ARTHUR B. BROOKE, (Bart., M. P.) 

WILLIAMJOHNSON, 
GERARD IRVINE, 
WILLIAMGRAHAM, 
HIRAMDUFFY, 

&c, &c. 

— IX. From R. M.Lynch, Esq., Income Tax Commissioner {formerly 
Poor LawInspector). 

Temtibmore, September 16, 1854. 

Sir, 

The letter whichIreceived from Mr. Stanley in your 
behalf, relative to the vacant Clerkship of the Clonmel Union, 
Ishowed to some of the most influential members of the Board, 
and they expressed themselves much pleased at the prospect of 
having a candidate so highly recommended, and at the meeting 
of the Guardians on Thursday last,Istrongly recommended them 
tokeep themselves disengaged tillall the candidates were before 
them, and didnot failto point out the great importance of selecting 
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a jperson thoroughly acquainted with Union. Accounts, &c. I 
was unable, however, to collect the general opinion of the Guard
ians as to the person most likelyto succeed, there willno doubt be i 

many localmen seeking for the appointment, stillIdo not think 
that you should despair. Ishall attend the meeting of the Board 
on the 21st, when the election is to take place, and shall do all in 
my power to forward your appointment. 

Iam, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

RICHARD M. LYNCH. 
To ALFRED BLISS, Esq., 

Poor Law Office. 

— 
X. Extractfront the Clonmel Chronicle, of the Ith October, 1854. 

" 
CLONMEL UNION." 

There was a meeting of the Guardians of the Union held on 
Thursday the sth October instant. 

"ELECTION OF CLERK 
"The Chairman, (Lieut. Col. Phipps) went into consideration 

of the several tenders from the Candidates, who again came forward***** 
to compete for the Clerkship, at the suggestion 
of the Honorable Captain Gough, and agreeably to the wishes 
of the Majority of the Guardians, the ActingClerk read the various 
testimonials of the several Candidates, after which the following— 
five were put in nomination: Messrs. George L. Smyth, Alfred 
Bliss, Robert Daniel, Thomas Slattery, and Patrick Fennessy. 

" ? — *??*• 

Chairman. 'Is there any one to propose Mr. AlfredBliss ?'—' "Mr.Prendergast. Oh!whatdoes he want coming here? is he not 

an Englishman? and when we can get an Irishman to do the busi
ness we should accept him in preference.' 
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" —'


Hon. (Japtayn Gouglf^. Ibeg leaye tp propose Mr,.Alfred JUiss, 
his Testimonials are exceedingly flattering.'" —' 

Robert Cooke, Esq. J. P. Irise to second tlxatproposition, and. 
in doing so,Iwish \o say, when the Poll comes, to be takenItrust 

that no gentleman willallowMr.Prendergast's observations, as ,to, 

Mr.Bliss being an Englishman to weigh on his mind,. "What we 
want is a party who is competent \o undertake the arduous duties; 
we have abundance of proof of this gentleman's long experience 
and ability,and it does not matter whether he be English, Irish, 
Russian, or Turk.'" 

Mr. J. R. Oughton, the acting-clerk, having been subsequently 
put innomination, was elected to the vacant office by a majority of 
two.

" 
Number of Guardians present, 28." 

— 
XI. From Charles S. Crawford, Esq., Poor LawInspector. 

Dublin, September 14, 1851. 

Sir, 
In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, Ihave 

much pleasure instating my opinion that you discharged the duty 
of adjusting the liabilities of the old Edenderry Union, consequent 
upon the change of boundaries, ina manner such as to giveme the 
greatest satisfaction, and to prove to me that you possessed * 
thorough knowledge of the system of Workhouse Accounts. 

Ihave the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES S. CRAWFORD, 
Poor LawInspector. 

To ALFRED BLISS, Esq., 
Poor Law Commission Office. 
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