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THE DESCENT FROM ANTHONY PEARSON.
L

William A, Scripps, newspaper publisher of London,
England, died in 185:z. In his family bible, written in
his own hand and presumably some years before his
death, is this memorandum relating to his father and
mother, preceding the record of the births, marriages
and deaths of his own family:

“ William Scripps, bora March 1749 in the city of
Ely. He married Grace Locke of 5t. Luke’s parish,
London, (Sept. 1o 1771) daughter of Mary Topcliffe, of
the Topcliffe’s of Westmoreland, and a descendant of
Anthony Pierson,’ magistrate in that county and the
first Quaker who preached in London; and niece to
Lady Major, wife of Sir John Major,” whose daughter
was married te the Duke of Chandos and ancther
daunghter to Lord Henniker.”

IL

In another family bible containing the records of
births, deaths and marriages in the family of the same
William A. Scripps, is inserted the following memoran-

{x) The name is indiFerently apelled Plsrson and Pesrson, In the
Friefids’ registera at Desvonshire Henas, London, he Is written “Anthony
Pierson.” A letter from him inthe British Musenm written in 165 is slgned
“aAnt, Fearson,™

(=} Mwmry Topclife conld not have been niece te Laody Major as the
iatter was the only daoghter and heiresa of bher [ather Daciel Dale, as will
ta seen further on, and so conld have had neither nephews nor nfscas. On
page s it will be seen that it was Sir John Major himself who was her
cousin, pot nncle,
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dum prepared by his brother Rev. John Scripps of
Rushville, Ill,, U, S, in September 1843:

“Grace Chambers, daughter of Anthony Pierson,’
was aunt to our grandmother Mary Locke, Her father
was author of a book called ‘ The Great Case of Tithes,’
Some Quakers, who were brought before him for com-
mittal on account of their religious profession, converted
him to their doctrine, (Grace became a preacher of the
sect and in that capacity traveled extensively through
England, Ireland and Scotland. She died at nearly 9o
years of age,* shortly after our mother passed her roth
year (1760). I yet possess the head of her traveling
staff. Some of her letters, written in a clear and legible
hand, were recently in the family, though now supposed
to be lost.”

IIL

In 1856 the same Rev. John Seripps wrote out at the
request of the compiler of this monograph what he
knew of the history of the Seripps family. In this doc-
ument he says of his father and mother :

“William Scripps was bern zoth of March (old style)
1749. He worked at his father’s trade until he married
Grace Locke. Joseph Locke, the father of Grace, pre-
vious to his marriage led a seafaring life and had trav-
eled extensively. 1 believe he commanded a vessel,
Mary Locke his wife was grand-daughter to an English
baronet® who turned Quaker in the days of George Fox
and wrote a work called ‘ The Great Case of Tithes.'
His daughter Grace Chambers was a preacher of that

(1) Asshown hereafisr Grace was oot the danghterof Anthony Perrson
but of Mra, Peardon by a second marriage.

() As Graca Chambers is pow known to have bean horn in 1676 she
must hava been &4 yeara of age it 176

{z} Anthony Pearsonwas ot n baronet, and Mary Locke, ze¢ Topeliffe,
must heva bean his greqr graod-daughter, if a descendant.,
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sect and traveled almost her whole life preaching wher-
ever she went., She was a frequent visitor at her
niece’s, Mary Locke's, who was rather aristocratic and
a high church woman, Her maiden name was Topcliffe.
Joseph and Mary Locke had but two children, Grace
and Joseph. The latter was all his life applying to
Lord Henniker and Sir John Major*in the capacity of a
poor relation, much to the chagrin of his sister, William
Secripps and Grace Locke were married in 1770 or 1771,

IV,

A letter addressed by Joseph Locke, brother of
Grace, to Lady Henniker in September 1816, and still
in existence, caused Lord Henniker to call npon William
A, Scripps who duly apologized for the act of his uncle
and begged that no notice should be taken of the letter.
In this letter the writer inquires if there are still living
any of the family of Sir John Major, who, he states, died
in Savage Gardens, Tower Hill, in the year 1781, and
who was first consin to his late mother,

V.

In a pamphlet entitled * Some Account of the Fami-
lies of Major and Henniker. By John Henniker Major.
London: 1803,” a copy of which can be seen in the
British Museum, the following pedigree of Sir John
Major is given:

(6) Rev. John Scripps’s knowledpe of the existence of auch pertons as
Lord Hennlker and Sir John Major, and of any family relationship, could
only bave been derived from hia mether, for ha never visited England but
spont his whols Jife from his sixth year in the then wild west, which was
at that period almost entirely cut off from intercourss with the world at
Iarge. Certainly littis conld have been known to him from other sonrces of
the English nobility and gentry. What he records of his uncle’s character
is fuily correborated by what follows in tha next parsgraph of the taxzt.
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1. William Major was a merchant of Bridlington in
Yorkshire,

2. John Major, his son, married Joanna daughter
of Peirson, by whom he had two sons, Samuel, who
died at Nevisin the West Indies, and John. John Major
died about 16g90.

3. Johua Major, second son of the foregoing, married
Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Tennant, Rector of
Carnaby and Boyaton in the county of York, by whom
he had one sen. He died in 1709.

4. Bir John Major, son of the last mentioned, born
at Bridlington Yorkshite 1698 and in 1423 married
Elizabeth, only daughter and heiress of Daniel Dale of
Bridlington, merchant. By her he had two daughters,
rst, Anne, wife of John Henniker, of Newton Hall in the
county of Essex, and zd, Elizabeth, wife (1767) of Henry
Brydges, Duke of Chandos, who died in 177: without
issue, 8ir John Major was chosen an elder brother of
the Trinity House of Deptford-Stroud in 1741, and for
40 years was exemplary in his attention to the duties of
that office, in promoting the safety of navigators on the
English coasts. In 1755 he was High Sheriff for the
County of Sussex. In 1961 he was elected representative
in Parliament for the borough of Scarborough in his
native county, and received the honor of the freedom of
that corporation in a gold box. In ry65 he was created
Baronet. He was one of the directors of the South Sea
House, and a Governor of Greenwich Hospital. He
died February 16, 1781. Lady Major died in 1780, and
both are buried in the chancel of Worlingworth church
Suffolk.

VL

The registers of the Priory Church, Bridlington,
Yorkshire, disclose births, marriages and deaths in the
6



families of Major and Topcliffe, and among them the
marriage on September 15, 1674, of William Topcliffe to
Joanna Major,” with the baptisms of two of their chil-
dren, Joanna on Nov. a1, 1678, and William on Oct. 15,
1683,

VIL,

The Friends’ registers at Devonshire House, Bishops-
gate street, London, contain no records of any children
of Anthony Pearson® but do contain these:

Grace Pierson, late of Ramshaw, daughter of Thomas
and Grace Lamplough and widow of Anthony Pierson,
married at Shotton, Durham, July 1673 to James Hall,

Grace, daughter of James and Grace Hall, born Feb,
13, 1676,

Grace Hall married to Robert Chamber, of Shotton,
Nov. 13, 1703.

VIIL

According to the article on Anthony Pearson by
Mrs, Charlotte Fell-Smith in the Dictionary of National
Biography, Vol, XLIV, London, 1895, he was born in

(7) What more natural then that this Josnos Major shounld be the
dutighter of Joapns Pesrson who, as shown abave, married John Majorj
Btill thera ia & chronological dificulty., Pearaon is stated hy his blographer
to bave besn botn In 1628, though no authority ix given for the date, Ashe
died fn 164g, if born in 1628 he would be but 37 at the time of his death, an
unreasanable youthfulness fot the large part he took in the public a¥alrs of
hia time ; and he could not of course have besn the grandfather of » petaon
imarried In 7y, only 45 years after the date of kis own birth, Mwmythere not
be an errar In the year of his birth?

(8} Pearson haviog, as we ahall aee, rezotnced (Juakerlam atthe Bes-
toration, the rules of the soctety exclitds his naine from the Frietds' recorda.
His wife however appeara to bave remained ttos to her profession, His
children, &s we ahall sae elsewhere, followed their {ather back iato the
church of Bngland ; heance the fact of there bejog no records of them, mither,
at Devenshire Houss,
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the county of Durham in 1628, and trained to the law.
He was clerk and registrar to the committee for com-
pounding from its appointment in 1649, and in Febru-
ary 1651-2 was appointed sequestration commissioner
for Durham. On the sale of bishops’ lands he was a
purchaser of estates in Cumberland and Northumber-
land. Appointed a justice of the peace in three coun-
ties, he sat at the trial of James Naylor at Appleby in
Westmoreland in 1652, and was soon after converted
to Quakerism by George Fox. In October 1653 he
memorialized parliament in behalf of the Quakers who
were being unjustly persecuted. In May 1655 he deliv-
ered to OQliver Cromwell in a persomal interview a
memorial setting forth the condition of the Quakers
confined in the principal prisons of England, which in
connection with Thomas Aldam he had personally col-
lected. In 1657 he published his famous work entitled
The Great Case of Tithes, of which editions were re-
printed in 1658, 1659, 1730, 1754, 1762, and 1862, At the
Restoration he was arrested and narrowly escaped
prosecution for treason. After this he renounced Qua-
kerism, surrendered the delinquent estates which he
bought, and became a protegé of John Cosin, Bishop of
Durham, In 1663-4 he was employed in Scotland by
the government, and in 1665 was under-sheriff for Dur-
ham. He was married some time prior to 1652,

IX,

Mrs. Fell-Smith’s account makes no mention of any
children, nor are there any records of any in the Friends'
archives. But that Pearson had children appears from
a paragraph in the London Gazette No, 24 (from Thurs-
day, Feb. 1 to Monday, Feb. 5, 1665), which reads thus:

“Dnrham, Jan, 27. Wednesday last was buried here
]



Mr. Anthony Pearson, @ man particularly noted in these
parts for having passed heretofore through all the de-
grees of separation and fanaticism, in all of which he
was ever observed as a principal leader; but having
lived to see his error, some time before his death he
himself with his ckildren and family had received episco-
pal confirmation, and did now at last upon his death bad
very solemnly confess his former errors and the party
that first seduced him into them, declaring that he now
died a true son of the Church of England.”

X

‘We have thus in corroboration of the memoranda in
the family bibles and of Rev. John Seripps’s recollec-
tions of the family traditions, the following:

1. That there was an Anthony Pearson, prominent
in the Quaker sect and the author of a work on tithes.
Though a landed proprietor, 2 magistrate and promi-
nent in public affairs, he was not a baronet,

2. That there was a Grace Chamber, a Quakeress,
but she was not the daughter of Anthony Pearson, but
only of his wife by a second marriage,

3. That Pearson had children of his own.

4. That there was a matrimonial connection between
the Major and Pearson families.*

5. That Topecliffes were numerous in Bridlington,
Yorkshire, the home of the Majors, and there is one
case on the parish records of an intermarriage between
the families.

{30 The thonght suggests itself that Fearsco's erratic religiovs and
poltical carser may bave tempted Sir John Henniker Major, in writing his
prmphiet on the Major family, to disguies his identity by omitting his
Christian name, Relaticashipof an aspiring family to one who so nerrowly

escaped {ndlctment for traanon may well hava been intentionally rendered
ohscure,
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6. That the female member of the Major family who
married the Topcliffe bore the same Christian name as
the daughter of Pearson who married John Major, and
may therefore very reasonably be concluded to have
been her daughter,

7. That Bridlington being a seaport with consider-
able foreign trade, the marriage of Mary Topcliffe to a
sea captain was not an unnatnral alliance.

8. That Sir John Major and this Mary Topcliffe
were first consins.”

9. Mary Topcliffe, being first cousin to Sir John
Major, her mother must have been sister to John Major,
Sir John’s father, and consequently daughter to Joanna
Pearson,

XL
The difficulties to be reconciled are these:

1. If Anthony Pearson were born in 1628 he could
not reasonably have had a grand-daughter married in
1674.*

2. It would be almost equally as nnreasonable that
Joanna Major, married in 1674, should be grandmother
to Grace Locke born in 1750.°

(10) Underthe Engliah method of reckoning, the child of either one of
first consing would bo regarded as* firet couain, ohe remove ™ to the other,
and they would be apoken of as firat consins, Mary Topcliffo may have
borue this relation.

(1) May it not be posaible that Anthony Pearson was born atan sarlier
date and twice married, Joanna being the ofspring of the first marrisge?
1o szpport of this hypothesls iz tha improbability of so young & maxn fonly 37
at the time of his death if bora in 16:8) asauming o prominent a part in
pablic affairs aa he d1d. The probability of a. prior marciage liss in the fact
of his widow marrying agaln and becoming @ mother sloven yenrs after
Pearson's deaths, as wall as fn the children returring to the Chorck of Bog-
1and whils Mra, Pearson remained g Quaker,

(13) Mgy it not be possible that another generation should be inters
jected mnd thet William snd Jomnna Topeliffe were the grand-parents,
instead of parents, of Mary Locke?
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