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THE FAMILY OF THOMAS ELWELL
OF HARDWICK, MASSACHUSETTS.

THOMAS ¢ ELWELL, son of Joshua and Abigail (Rigge)
Elwell, was born at Gloucester, Mass., Avg, 18, 1718; and
his grandfather Isaac was a son of Robert, the immigrant
ancestor of the family. Soon after his first marriage he
removed to Dudley, where, together with 2 Robert Camp-
bell, he leased lands and buildings for a term of seven
years from April 15, 1743. He sold his share of this lease
Aug. 16, 1748 to Mr. Campbell, and Dec. 11, 1750 bought
lands in Kingsfield (now Palmer), where he atill resided
Jan. 25, 1752; Sept. t7, 1753 he bought lands in Quabin
(now Greenwich), and was residing there Jan. 1, 1755; on
May 2, 1758 he bought land lying in Greenwich and Hard-
wick, and thereafter was a citizen of Hardwick until his
death Jan, 27, 1798, Hardwick records show that from
1761 to 1786 e was almost annually elected in town-meet-
ing to some minor office—surveyor of roads or hog-reeve
or constable.

Mr. Elwell mamied {1) at Gloucester, Oct. 22, 1740,
Lucy, daughter of John and Ruth (Hilton) Pierce, born
at Gloucester Oct, 12, 1722, and died at Hardwick Jan. 15,



1762; and he was published (z) at Hardwick, April a5,
176z, to Elizabeth, daughter of Ichabed and Elizabeth
{(—) Stratton of Hardwick.

At Gloucester are recorded the birth of his oldest son
Thomas and the baptisn: of his oldest daughter Abigail;
at Dudley is recorded the birth of Abiguil and of Joshua;
the other date-records here given are from Hardwick,
The order of birth of his sons is detexmined by his first
will, but the position of Lucy in the following list hax no
support. His children were:

1. Taomas! b. Feb, 22, 1741; dled ypung.

2, Amgan® b, March 25, 1742; m, Moses Olmatead,
3. Josua? b. Oct. 15, 1744; m. Abdigall Jones,
4, Janez$ m. Thankful Clark.

5. Moses® m. Hanngh Marshall,

6. THoMAs* m. Mary French.

7. Lucr* m, — Rice.

8. Jonn?® bapt. Oct. 8, 1758; m. Judith Traln,
9. Jowas® b. July 16, 1759,

10, Manx?® b, Feb. 2, 1763; m, —— —,

11, Anna® b, Aug. 14, 1764; m. Noah Moody.
12, Davin? b. June 1, 1766; m, Eunice Moody.

The military services of Mr. Elwell and his sons are
given in alphabetic order from the official records at Bos-
ton and Hariford, Thomas named 1o 1. is the father; in
Ik, is the son; in 11, each is known by his residence.

Y
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1. Service in the Freach and Indian Wars,

ELrweLL, THOMAS, Springfield. Private, of u company in His Maj-
asty's service under command of Capt, Zenas Hugging; mnster
roll dated Bostray, Feb, §; 1y61; service from Jone 1y untll Dec. 1,
24 weeks {year not given), endorsed 3750; reported 5o miles trav-
el home allirwed,

ELwELL, JosAUA, Handwick. Private, of & company In His Majes-
ty's service under command of Capt. James Gray; muster rol]
dated Bostony, Feb, 10, 1761; service fremn Jone 1t andil Nov, 12,
2 weeks 1 day (year not given), endorsed 1960; repored 10
miles travel heme allowed.,

EvwrLy, TeoMas, Private, Capt, Josph Wamer's oo, Col Tim-
othy Rugyias’s regt; muster roll dated Hardwick, Dec. 11, 1755;
company marched to Kindeshook o the alam for the rellef of
Fort William Heary Aug. 9, 13y; tavel mnﬂn,tmdan
inchuding r day to prapare.

I1. Service in the Revolution.

Evwany, Jannz, Hadley, Amherst, or Bekchertown, Capt. Thomms

" Walte Foster's train of artillery; Nat of men belonglug to Had-
ley, Amberst, and Belchertown, In Col Rugyles Woodbridge's
regt, dated Cambeidge, April a5, orrs.

Ecrwnir, Jasnz, Hadley. Primawe, Capt. Eliskim Smith's (mter Capt.
Moses Kellogg’s) co., which marched Apeil 20, 1775, in response
to the alarm of Apedl 19, 17757 sexvios, ¥ days; reported enlisted
into the army Apeil 3y, 1795; olse, Hst of men retumned &3 serving
on picket guard May 13, 1775, under Maj. Baldwin; detalled under
Capt. Jonas Hublerd; alee, Capt Smith’s co., Col. Jonathan
Ward’s regt; orduiondnnnmdnhd July a4, 177%; adse,
samn oo, and regt: pasber roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; enBred Apeid
27, 277%; sexvice, 3 mios. 13 days; alw, Capt. Mosss Kellogy's o0,
Col. Jooathan Ward’s rgt; company mtun [peobably Oct,



4

78] ; alro, same co. and regt.; order for bounty coat or its eguiv-
ulenthmmymdond“l‘.’{ec.z;,xn;.”

ELwELL, Japnz, Hardwick. Retom of men ralsed to setve in the
Continenta) Army from Capt. Timothy Palge's 20 Hardwick
{also given 1st Hardwick) co.,, Col, James Convers’s (¢th Wor-
cester Co.) regt., dated Handwick, July 1o, 1777; residence, Hard-
wick ; engaged for town of Hardwick; joined Capt. Warren's co.,
Col. Olden's {Aklen’s) regt.; terin, 3 years; alos, Corporal, 3 co,,
Col Brooks’s regt; Continental Army pay accounts for service
from June 1, 3777, to March ta, 1778; reported discharged March
10, 1778; alee, Capt. Benfamin Warren's o., Col. Ichabod Alden’s
uttalion; muster retum dated Afbany, Jan. 12, 1778; mustered
by Capt. Newelland by a Continental Muster Master; reporied
en farlough.

ErweLL, JasEZ. Private, Capt. Ebenerer Stroug's co., Col Sears's
{Hampshire Co.} regt.; enlisted Aug. 10, £781; marched to Ala-
ny Ang. 17, iy8u; discharged Nov, 20, 17815 serviee, 3 mon, 10
days, at Saratoga,

ELLWELL, JoMN, Descriptive list of men raised to reinforcs Conti-
nentul Army for the term of 6 months, egresable to mesclve of
J'una 5, 1780, returned as received of Justin Ely, Commissioner,

by Brig. Gen. John Glover,at Springheld, July 7,!780, e,
yrs; sizture, 5 e ging mmpluim light; engaged for town of
Hadley; arrived at Springfiekd July 6, 1780; mmrched to camp
July 7, x780, under cormand of Capt. Dix.

ELWELL, JouN, Hadley. Private, Capt. Eliakim Smith's (later Capt.
Moses Kellogg’s) co., which marched Agidl 20, 1775, in responas
to the alkrm of April 19, 1775 ; service, ¥ days; reporied enlisted
into the army April 27, 177%; o, Capt. Eflakim Smith's co.,
Col. Jonathan Ward's regt.; company order foradvance pay da-
ted Camp at Cambridge, June 8, 1375; also, Private, sume oo, and
regt.; muster roll dated Aug, x, vyy5; enlisted Apull 27, 37753 ser-
viae, 3 mos. 12 days; afte, Capt. Moses Kellogg's 0., Col. Ward's
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regt; company return [probably Oct., 1775]; alfm, satw co. and
regt.; order for bounty coat or lis squivalent in money dated Dor-
chaster, Dec. 28, 1775 ; «im, Capt. Oliver Smith’s 0o, Col. Elisha
Porter’s {(Hampahire Co.) mgt; masched Aug. 17, 1777; dis-
charged Augy. 19, tyyy; wexvice, { days; company marched Aug.
17, 1yyy, for relief of Bennington on an alarm; wis, Capt, Sam-
el Cook'y ¢0., Col. Woodbeldge's regt.; enlisted Aug. 0, 1777;
discharged Nov. 3, 1777; savice, 3 mos, 3odays, with Northern
army; reporied on furlough; als, Bat of men mised for the
& months service and retumed by Brig, Gen. Faterson as having
pasted muster in & retumn dated Camp Totoway, Oct. 35, 17803
alie, pay 101l for & months men raised by the town of Hadley for
service in the Continental Army during 17o; marched July s,
1780; discharged Dec, 10, 1780; service, 5 mo, 1z days; aise, Pri-
vate, Capt. Joseph Killam's co., Col. Rufna Putnam's (sth) regt.;
muster roit for Jan., 1781, dated West Point; enlisted July 6,
1780; discharged Jan. 6, 1781 ; enlistment, 6 months.

Erwsir, Jonas, Hadley, Private, Capt. Eli Parker's co., Col, Leon-

and’s regt.; enlisted May X xyyy; service, 2 moa. 8 days; company
marched from Hampahire Co. to reinforce Continental Army at
Tieonderogn, for 2 monthe; afw, Capt, Oliver Smith's ¢o,, Col,
Elisha Porur's(lhm;uhin Co.) megt; warched Ang. 17, 17773
discharged, Avg. 19, 1777; service, 4 days; company marched
Aug. 17, 17y, for relief of Bennington on an alam; dn.Capt.
Momes Kellogg's on., Col. Porter's (Hampahire Co.) mﬂ.,
e Sept. 23, 1777; discharged Oct, 13, 1777; sexvice, 23 days, travel
inchuded; company mmrched to reinforce Northern army nder
Maj, Gen, Gates on an ahrm; al, Capt. Joshua L. Wood-
bridge’s co., Col Nathan ‘.I.‘yler'uelt.. “enlisted June m, 179;
dischavged Dec. 2§, 1779; seevice, 6 mos. 7 days, trave! incinded,
at Rhode Isknd ; ls, same 00, and regt.; pay roll for Dec.,, 1779,
Mlm.&hnmhatkhhhm

Evwnir, Josnua, New Hartford, Coon. Private, Capt. Seth Smith’s

. €0 in st of men who marched from Connecticat towny for the



relief of Boston in the Exxington alarm, April, 1775; service, 3
days; alo, Corporal, Ensign John Norton's co., 15th rept. mili-
tha ; arrived Aug, 19, vy76; discherged Sept, 25, 1776; at New York,

ELLWEL, MARE, Descriptive list of men raimed to meinforee Contl-
pental Army for the term of & months, agreeable to resolve of
June 5, 1780, returned as received of Justin Ely, Commissioner,
by Brig. Gen. John Glover, at Springfield, July 7, :7&: age, 1y
yis; stature, § ft. gin.; mphxim dark; town of
Hardwick; nn.rdndtummp]uly';,lyh, nnhoamndof
Capt. Dix.

ELwELL, MARK [Rlso given MarcH), Hardwick, List of men ralsed
for the & months servios and returned by Brig. Gen. Paterson as
having passed muster in o retnm dated Camp Totoway, Oct, a5,
17805 alse, pay roll for & months men raissd by the town of Haré-
wick for service in the Continental Army during 1380; marched
July 4, 17803 discharged Dec. 13, 1780; service, § mos. 2adays, in
state of New York; alse, receipt dated Hardwick, May 3, 1781,
for bounty paid said Elwel! by the town of Rardwick, for &
months service in the Continental Army.

ELwELL, MARE. Frivate, Capt, Ebenezer Strong’s co,, Col. Sears’s
(Hampshire Co.) regt.; enlisted Ang. 15, r781; marchad to Alba-
ny Aog. 17, ty8t; discharged Nov, 20, 17825 service, 3mes. 10
days, at Sartoga.

ErweLL, Moses, Northampton. Private, Capt, Jonathan Allen’s co.
of Minute-ten, Gen, Pomeroy™s regt, which marched Apeil 20,
x775, in résponse to the akrm of April 1, 1775; amived home
May 13, 1775; service, a6 days,

ELLwERLL, THOMAS, Sergeant, Crpt. Jonathan Wales's oo, in z regt.
commanded by Lieut, Col. Samnel Wilkams ; engaged Dec. 20,
vry6; discharged March 33, 1777; service, 3 mos. 13 days, trave)
incheded. Roll dated Motristown,

EvwsLr, THowas, Private, Capt. Jonathan Walea's oo, Col, Dick-
inson’s (Hampshire Co.) regt.; service, § days; company march-



jah Stemrna’s reyt; enlisied March 3, 1778; sevvice o Julys,
2778, 1 mon, 3 days, guarding troops of Convention. Rolt swom
tn in Worcester Co,

IT1. Service in Shays' Rebeilion.

Evwnir, Davip, Hardwick, In Est of men who tock the oath of alle-
glanoce to the governewent (nc date or particulars given),

Evwmy, Josnua, Westhampton, Pay roll of Capt, Azasiah Lyman’s
0., 2d regt. Hampehire Co., who marched to Speingfield in Jan,
1787 in defense of the govemment by order of Gen, Shephard and

they retumed home; dated Westhamptos, March a6, 1587 ; ser-
vice, 13 days; al, pay mll of Capt Noah Edwards's ¢o., Col,
Stebbens's regt., Gen, Shephand's divislos at Springfield, Hamp-
shire Co., who werved from the ssmngement (Jan, 38) until they
were regularly dismiseed ; dated Westhampton, March 26, 187 ;
service, xa days.

Ecwsry, TaoMAs, Hardwick. (In st of men who took the oath of
allegiance to the government {no date or particulars given).
Evwxrr, THoMAS, Westhampion. Pay moll of Capt. Axariah Ly-
man's co., ad regt. Harepshim Co., who mrched to Speingfield in
Jan. 1757 in defense of the govermment Yy order of Gen. Sheplard
atid served there until Jan, 8, when an armangenwnt took place
and they returned home ; dated Wuhmpion March 25, 187;

service, 13 days.



Mr. Elwell made two wills: the first is dated Dec. 30,
1784, and named his son Mark executor; the second is
here printed in full from the executor’s copy.

In the Name of God Amen!

I Thomas Elwell of Hardwick in the County of Worcester & Common-
wealth of Massachunetts Yeoman being at this tixe weak & infirm in
body the. of & soumd disposing mind & pwmory & Calling o mind the
mottallity of my body & knowing that it is appointed for man oace to
die do make X ordain this my kst Will& Testiment Viz, Principly &
first of all I give & recommend my Immortal Soul inbo the hands of
God who gave it & my body I recommend to the dust to be buried ina
decont manner at the discretion of my Executors And as Touching
such wordly Estite wherwith it hath pleassd God to bless me in this
Life, I Give Demise Bequeath & dispose of the same in manner follow-
ing Viz Tmprimia, I give & bequeath to my beloved Wike Elisaheth
one Cow three years old & my black Mare, which are to be kept for her
use (free of expence durlng her widowhood) by my son David also the
use of my front west room with the Cellar under It & 3 bedooom with
the use of the Well 2nd as many apples & 33 much sause as she may
have occatinn to nse with o sufficent quantity of firewood Cutat the
DBoor during ber widowhood provided she shall continne to Bve with my
son David who is hereby directed to prowide the sd. articles for her: -
also the use & Impravement of all my housshold fumnitom during her
nataral Life: alo ten boshell of Indtan Com, five bushell of Rye, two
Bushels of Wheat two hundred pounds wt. of Beef & Pork; twenty
pounds of Aax six pounds of sheeps wool & one harrel of Cyder to be
delivered at my present dwelling house for her use annually so ong as
she shall remain my widow; to be paid & defivered to her by my
son David

Hem 1 give & bequeath to my beloved sons Joshna, Moses, Thoms,
John & Jonas, & to their beirs forevar the following tracts or parcels of
Land viz about forty Eight acres being the Land which I bought of
Oliver Rice 130 a peice Containing about thirty acves; heing tha Iand
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Hem ] give and bequeath to my beloved son Jabex six shillingw
which with what I have heretofore glven him s his full proportion of
my Estate

[ I give & begqueath to the children of my baloved son In hw
Moses Omsirmd twelve shillings which with what I have heretofore
given to him & o my daughter abigall his ate wifs deceased in their
full proportion of ey Extate

Jism 1give & bequesth to my beloved daughter Lucy Rice twelve
shillings; which with what I ve hevetofore given ber is ber full pro-
portion of my Estate

the affore sd, Legacies 0 my son Jabes to Moses Omstead & to my
daughter Lucy Rice t0 be paid to them by my Sons Joshus, Moses,
Thomas, John & Jonas equally in one year after my Docoase

Jteme Idﬁ&bmﬁhmhhvdh“lmﬂwdrﬂmy
wﬂfmﬁhm,hhw» immadiately after the de-
" cense of my wife

ftrm ] give & bequeath to my sons Joshua, Mosss, Thooms John,
Jonas & David all the Stock of Every kind which rmy be in my pos-
sesion at my Decense together with all my wearing aparell not previ-
ously disposed of & I do hereby order then o puy all my Just Sebhy &
funeral charges out of the affore of, articles X to divide the residoe {if
any remains) equally among them : and all debts doe to my Extads, and
all my peoperty not particularly disposed of in this WIIL am to be
oqually divided among al! my sons

ftam 1 give & beqoeath to the four Children of my beloved son
Mark Elwell decesed ¥ix to Polty Elwell, Lucy Elwell Ruth Elwell X
Roxany Elwellall the Land westerly of my Dwelling house notalready
disposed of, Contzlning about twenty Eight ncres: & Ido here by gim
the improvement of the sd. Land to the Widow of the sd. Mask Elwel)
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during the nonage of the sd. chikiren provided she shall Coniinue to be
his widow: & whenever the children shall arvive to the age of Eighieen
years the sd. Widow is to relinguish two Thirds of Each childs respec-
{ive proportion of the sd. Land X after the Children skall ail arive
the age of Rightoen years tha Widow shall have the improvement of
otye Third part of sd, Tand during her widowhood & whenever she
shall decese or marry the sd. Land shall be egually divided among the
affore sd, four childyen

And I do hereby ordain constitnie & appoint my beloved Wife Elm-
beth to be Exttutrix & my son Duvid to be Exsmutor of this sy st
wifl and Testament in witness whereof I have hare ot set my hand &
seg], thiy twelvth day of July Anno Dominl seventotn hundmd ninty

Signed, ssled, Published pronotnced & declared by the
ad, Thomas Ehwell o be his st Will & Testwment in

presence of us the mbscribers

Martin Kinsley mn-‘m‘:n [ael]
Mosea Winchester Elxsbeth X  Elwell
Theadeas Forbs -

Ebenezer Willis
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