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1 i l l a s s s c n u s ~ ~ ~ sAT a meeting of t h e  HISTORICAL 

1 SOCIETY,held in Boston, on Thursday,  J a n u a r y  14, . .  
II 

i. 189'7, Dr .  SAMUELA .  GREEN made the follonring 

% 
remarks  :-

RIany years ago there came into the possessio~~ of the His- 
torical Society a large mass of miscellaneous papers, which 

1 
were never arranged or cataloguecl, as they mere not con-

I sidered worth the trouble. A t  one time eviclently they had 

belonged to the Suffolk Court files, where they mere the conn- 

terpart of ainlilar papers now in the keeping of the county. 

They consisted largely of law blanks which hacl been filled 

in by a court officer, or were connecteel otherwise with the 


I 

administration of law ; and without exception they related 
to matters before the beginning of the present century. There 
is no record to show exactly when these papers came into the 
possession of the Society, but a probable date is learned in- 
directly from other papers. 

Among the gifts to this Library, as acknowledged in the 

Collections (third series, I. 297), ~ubl ished  in 1845, were cer- 
li faill " RISS. of James Otis, Eaq.," from William Tudor, a 

member of this Society. I t  will be recalled that Mr. Tuclor 

wrote a Life of the Revolutionary patriot; ancl presumably 

these papers were placed in his hands with reference to the 




; 

preparation of that work. F n r t h e r r n ~ k  his father. William 
Tndor, wiis Clerk of the Sopreme COLII-t o i  the Commonmealth 
from the year 1810 until his cleath, which took place on July 
8, 1819. As a clew to the sonrce whence this mass of 111is- 
cellaneous papers was received, I mention these tmo facts, as 
possibly, if not probably, the collection was included in the 
aforesaid gift. Among the manuscripts of the Lihrary are 
tlrree volumes marlred on the hack " Otis Papers," with the 
dates L b  1701-1757," a 1758-1Srj9," and L L  1770-1800," respec-
tively, nrhicll were bouncl in  1856. These Papers include 
many personal letters to members of the family, and evidently 
were cnllecl out as the choicest of the mass. 

T h e ~ e  are aIso in the Librarv seven volumes of manuscripts 
marked on the back a Letters and Papers," extencling over 
the Sears 1632-1824, which were bollnd ill 1838 ; and six 
other volumes lettered on the back " JIiscellaneous Papers," 
extenclinc over the \-ears 1628-185 , ml~ich mere bouncl in  

I- --. 1856. These thirteen volumes all contain rerJ- manly papers 
- of a similar as the n~iscellaneons collection pre- c h i ~ ~ ~ , c t e r  

viously referred to, aud without doubt came for the most part 
from the same sonrce. The papers in the first series of these 
volrt~nes nere arl.augerl i n  files probably I)p Dr. Joseph R.  t -

Felt. 11ut the fillill selection was made by Dr. Thaclcleus 31. 
Harris ; and the papers in the seconcl series mere selected and 
arringerl by Dr. Joh11 Appleton (See Prnceerlings, IT. 121 ; 
111. 86. 159, for allusions to these sevetzl ~~olumes.) 

Among the files of the Society's official correspondence is 
the rough draft of a letter, dater1 Rlay 22, 1838, from Dr. 
Thaddeus M. Harris, at  that time Librarian, and Corresponding 
Secretary pro tevzpore, to Dr. Martin Gay, which seems to 
throw xdclitional light on tlle matter. Dr. Harris writes : -

The  Box of papers of the OTISfamily was deposited in the Pllassa- 
chusctts Nistorical Library, with the permission of making such selec- 
tions from them as mould subserve the interests of the Institution. 
Tha t  selection was made, before I was appointed Librarian ; and I am 
informed that it  comprisecl only a very few. The  great mass consisted, 
principally, of the common files of a Lamper's office, snch as Writs, Exe- 
cntions, depositions, letters from Clients, litigations wf" the Indians ; 
shippg papers on the fisheries R; whaling voyages &c &c. together 
wth letters of a merely personal concern. I have not, indeed, examined 
them; but learn that as this was the case, the descendants of the 
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r former possessors had -better resume them. I was, tlleretore, glad 
when a rerlnest ma? made me to deliver them to the ortler of your 
Blother [a daughter of Joceph Otis, of West Barnstable]. They are  
nom returned: but in thing it, I feel in duty bonnrl to r e ~ ~ r l e rthanks 
for the confidence placed in us, & the favour shewn us by the liberty 
of selection, and to assure you that it \\-as restricted solely to such 
papers as related to facts or events of a general ck public nature, 
which might prove useful as  documents, & these have been hound up 
v i t h  others of a sin~ilar ch:~racter, to he preserved among historical 
fiIemoirs. 

This extract f ~ o m  Dr. Harris's letter describes the mass of 
these papers so closely that it leaves hut little doubt as to the 
source of the gift;  ancl i t  n-ould seem that, if ret~~rnecl at  that 
time to 111.. Otis's family, they aftermarcl came back again to 
the Society. According to a statement in the Proceedings 
(11. 45 note),  only those papers " of a more private nature " 
mere 1.etnl.nec1, ~ ~ h i c l i  fact.was proba1)ly t l ~ e  

D r ~ r i ~ l gthe Society's occupation of the former building on ,-
this site these papers mere kept in a chest or ~ ) O X ,  ancl I re-
member on one occasion when the roof hegan to leak from the 
accumulation of snow that they mere badly damaged: and 
traces of the rnihhap remain to this day. In the present build- 
ing they were stored in the cellar tinti1 the year 1882, vhen 
they mere taken from the chest, ancl each paper brushed and 
straightened out. They +ere then tied np  in twenty large 
l)undles, each one containing perhaps a thousand pieces. 

From notes made by Dr. Felt on ~ a r i o u s  papers in this n~is-  
cellnneous mass as nrell as i n  the bo~ind rulumes, i t  is clear 
that many of them, and presumably all, passed through his 
hands and were examined by him. He was Librarian from 
December 29, 1886, to October 26, 1837, as well as at  a later 
period ; and the examination was made by him probably in 
the year 1837. A note a t  the bottom of the page i n  the Pro- 
ceedings (11. 121) confirms this theory. 

I state these facts in some detail partly to show the r a y  in 
which the Library came into the possession of the three vol- 
llrnes of " Otis Papers," the seven volumes of "Letters and 
Papers," and the six volumes of " Jfiscellaneo~~sPapers." as  
mentioned above, and to put them on record, but more par- 
ticularly to explain the following vote of the Council passed 
on April 9 last :-

I 
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I t  mas voted that cert:tin Conrt files of the iact century, wllicll origi- 
nally were in RIr. Tudor's possession, be trnnstnitted to the Snffhlk 
Conrt House. and the Librarian anrl Mr. Upham mere appoiritrd a 
committee to tr:tni;fer them, with the proviso that, if any duplicate is 
among them, it be retainer1 here. 

I n  accordance with this vote Jlr. Upliam ancl m~se l f  have 
made another siftiog of t l~ese papers, ancl have selected 382 
pieces, -nolie of them duplicates, homever, -enol~gh to fill 
two adclitionnl ~ o l u m e s  to the series of c L  Otis Papers." llThile 
threshing out the old straw, a few grains of wheat have been 
found, which map be mentioned under the following heads: -

Ten papers (1691-1722) in the handnriting of Chief Justice Samuel 
Sewall, including three with his signature only. 

Ninety-eight (16.59-1'771) on account of the handwriting or sig-
natures of persons connected more or less with early New England 1 

9
history. 

Forty-three (16.56-1773) kept for their connection with historical 
subjects in gel~eral. fTeq (1746-1759) relating to the French and Indian War, ancl 
seven concerning the Indians. 

Seventeen (1774-1'780) relating to the Revolutiollary War. 
Fourteen (17%-1771) selected for the seals and embos~ed stamps. 
One hnndred arlcl ten (1725-1795) relating indirectly to members iof the Otis family. - 1
Sixty-eight (1661-1774) miscellaneous papers, besides five carefully 

repaired by Mr. Upham. and noted by him in his remarks before the 
Society a t  the last November meeting. (See pages 182-184.) 1 

I t  is not easy now to explain the drift of many of these 
papers into this mixecl mass, but i t  is evident that they came 
from sources other than the Court records. I am inclined to 
accept Mr. Upham's view that the tradition in regard to the 
storage of the collection as a whole in the Old South Meeting- 
house during the siege of Boston, is confirmed by the appear- 
ance of many single papers. 

Among the ninety-eight papers, mentioned uncler the 
secoilcl heading, are two which are worth printing. 

The first one of these, the date of which is gone, relates 
to a petition of Samuel Whiting, the minister of Lynn and 
an Overseer of Harvard College, presented to the Colonial 
authorities. The  time, ho~vever, is learnecl from the printed 
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" Records of the "r&ernor ancl Coinpany of the Ilassachu- 
setts Bay" (IV. Part  I. 406), -ed i ted  by our late associate 
Dr. Nathaniel B. S h u r t l e f ,  -w h e r e  the petition is mentioned 
in the proceediugs of the General Court uncler clate of N o r e m -
ber 1 2 ,  1659.  The action of the Magistrates ancl Deputies 
is given in the mal-gin of the paper, though a portion of this 
recorcl is gone ; but i t  may be fillecl out in part from t h e  
printecl entry. The  following is a copy of the paper, as well 
as of the writing in the margin :-

T o  Honoured Go;. Deputie Go;. with the rest 
of yc Alngistrates & Depnties of this Honourecl 
G e ~ ~ e r a l  Boston.Collrt now assembled in 

The  humble Petition of Samnel Whiting sheweth, yt in ye beginning 
of this plantation my Brother mr John Whiting Altlerman in Boston 
in ye county of Lincolne did dishurse fifty pon~~rls  for this countrey, 
& he mas promised to haue fine hundred acres of ln~rd here. & about 
ye time yt I came ouer hither, he spake to me of it as yt m" he ex-
pected to he made good according to ye engagement made to him by 
those yL hacl to doe in ye tra~~sactionsof g' countrey, R- did receiue 
ye monny. But vntil this tirne I 11:i11e made no motion about it but 
l ~ a u elet ye businesee rest till now. Alqo yt my Brother JI' Richartl 
\\Testland Alderman in ye same Towne who married my miues Sister 
did lap out ye same suiiie of monny for ye coontrey, to whome ye same 
promise was made. Now your humble Petitiouer hearing of ye ffauonr 
of this I-lonoured Court towards mau1 others yt haue sollicitecl ck sued 
for things of ye like nature, in grantiug their requests, is bold to make 
sute to this Honoured Court yt there may be ye like smile R- fauour-
able aspect rpon these few lines on their behalfe, yt I may haue a 
portion of land assigned to me in some convenient lace yet vndis- 
posed of. so shall your Petitioner (as alwaies before, so) for ye 
future, become x suter a t  ye throne of grace yt ye Lord may be among 
you & blesse you c% carry on all your nreigl~ty affaires for pe glory of 
his blessed nxme, ye happinesse of ye Countrey, & ye ffurtt~ering of 
your owrle blessed account in ye last and great day. 

A place yt i[ 1 

In Ansr to ye peticon o[ 
his brother rnr John \V[ 
hundred acres of land [ 
sajd John Whitings land a t  [ 
Court Grannts his PetiEon [ 
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said John Whiting 6- Richard TfTestland and theire [ 
lands as are  takeu vp by or [ 

Vera Copi[ 

[Indorsed] mr IThitings pet 
Entrd wth y' Rlagists 

6- nothing clone 

Ent  Court Record 

Octo. 29 


The other paper is as follo\vs : -

This may certify all whom it may concern, that William Sumner, 
.John GoEe, Thomaq Barker, John Barnard, TTilliam Waf, Jonas 
Clark Jur,& IIenr! Dawson, are members in fnll co~Ylunion wt" the 
second chnrch in Boston, And that their conversation hath bin as 
becometll the Gospell. As is attested by me 

INCREASE~ I A T H E R  
BOSTON.May .11 .lF58. 

Agreeabl>- to  the Conncil's vote, as given above, this mis-
cellaneous mass of papers has recently been transferred to 
the keeping of tlie clerlr of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
who has given a receipt for the same under date of 
December 13, 1896. 
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