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UNITED STATES CIviL SERVICE COMMISSION,
Washington, D. C., July 23, 1891.
Sir: In the latter part of March information was received at this
office that the provisions of the civil service law relating to political
assessments were being violated by persons in the official service of
the United States in the City of Baltimore, and that the influence of
United Sates officers in that city was also being unlawfully used to
control a primary election. An investigation was immediately begun,
and continued through a part of the month of April, conducted by
Commissioner Roosevelt, and a copy of his report together with the
testimony taken, showing that the investigation was awmply justified,
is herewith submitted for your information. Copies of the report and
testimony will also be transmitted to the Postmaster-General, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney-General.
The findings and recommendations of the report, based upon the
testimony, are concurred in by the Commission.
We have the honor to be, your obedient servants,

CHAS. LYMAN,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT,

HuaH S. THOMPSON,

Commissioners.

The PRESIDENT.
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONER ROOSEVELT.

UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION,
Washington, D, C., May 1, 1891.

To the C1vIiL SERVICE COMMISSION :

Sirs: On March 28, last, I received a communication from John C.
Rose, esq., formerly a member of the Civil Service Postal Board at Bal-
timore, Md., tending to show that the civil-service law was being vio-
lated in the Federal offices at Baltimore. Mr. Rose’s information was
that the law against political assessments was being grossly violated
in the post-office and custom-house at Baltimore, and also that the three
Federal offices were being used, apparently by the postmaster,marshal,
and collector of the port, to influence the primary election to be held in
Baltimore on March 30, in seeming violation of General Rule I, which
provides the penalty of dismissal for any Federal office-holder who thus
uses his official influence to control any election.

In accordance with your direction, I investigated the matter, going
down to Baltimore for that purpose on March 28, March 30, and April
6, 13, and 18, and in accordance with my direction the chief examiner
at the same time made an exhaustive investigation of the records of
the custom-house and post-office. I was assisted throughout my exam-
ination by Messrs. Bonaparte and Rose, of the Maryland Civil Service
Reform Association. At the request of the internal-revenue collector
I also visited his office, most of the information I obtained in regard
to this office being that volunteered by the internal-revenue collector
himself, who very frankly furnished me with the names of all his men
who, so far as he knew, had taken part in the contested primary elec-
tion on either side. In order to decide whether the offices were used
to influence the primaries it was, of course, necessary to know what
part the office-holders took in running them, and accordingly, on the
day wben the primaries were held, I went round in person to several
of the wards to observe what was done, preferring to see for myself
what the facts really were, rather than to seek to sift them out after-
wards from the conflicting testimony of scores of interested aud possibly
untrustworthy witnesses. I herewith submit all the testimony taken.
In my opivion it establishes the following facts.

The primaries held on Mareh 30 were marked by a very bitter con-
test between two factions of the Republican party. One of these
factions was generally known in the newspapers, as well as among its
own supporters, and oppouents, who took part in the primary election,
as the “Johnson crowd,” or ¢ Johnson-Airey faction,” Mr. Johnson be-
ing the postmaster and Mr. Airey the marshal in Baltimore. The
other faction was known, similarly, as the ¢ Henderson faction,” or
“Jlenderson-Stone faction,” Messrs. Henderson and Stone having been,
respectively, candidates for appointment to the positions of postmaster
and marshal. The ¢ Johnson-Airey” people claimed to represent the
Administration. This the “Henderson-Stone” people stoutly denied,
asserting that they were as loyal to the Administration as their oppo-
nents. It was evident, however, that many of the witnesses on both
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2 VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW,

sides used the term ‘Administration” merely as synonymous with
“office-bolders ” (84). There were side issues that complicated the
struggle somewhat, buf in its essence it was, without doubt, mainly a
fight between the office-holders on one side and the disappointed office-
seekers on the other ; the “Johunson-Airey ” men representing the for-
mer and the * Henderson-Stone?” the latter (126). The custom-house
and internal-revenue office, however, were apparently not used to in-
fluence the election, and, accordingly, the employés in these two offices
took sides as they felt inclined—though, undoubtedly, some even of
these office-holders perpetrated illegal acts. As far as I could find out
. from the witnesses, there seemed to be no question of principle at stake
at all, but one of offices merely. This was recognized as much by one
faction as by the other. It was felt by both sides,accordingly,that the
office-holders and disappointed office-seekers were the persous chiefly
interested in the affair—that it was not a primary which particularly
affected the interests of private citizens. Several of the newspapers
commented on, and one or two of the witnesses complained bitterly of
(77), the alleged fact that most of these office-holding or office-seeking
ward workers on both sides showed more activity and zeal in this con-
test, waged within the party, than they had ever shown in the con-
tests for party supremacy at the polls; and my observation leads me
to believe that such was the case. Seemingly, many of them regarded
victory in the primaries as of more importance than victory at the polls,
because the former gave the control of the party machinery, and would,
therefore, in their own language, entitle them to ¢ recognition” in the
distribution of patronage. Apparently, they eared primarily for the
offices, party success being a purely secondary consideration, important
only because it facilitated getting them. It seems to me that this fact
alone furnishes a tolerably accurate measure of the much-vaunted use-
fulness to any party of the office-mongering, office-seeking, and office-
holding variety of ward worker.

As a whole, the contest was marked by great fraud and no little vio-
lence (82, 84, 89, 91, 92, 95,116). Many of the witnesses of each faction
testified that the leaders of the opposite faction in their ward had voted
repeaters, Democrats, and men living outside of the ward, in great num-
bers (91, 101,118, 122,133), and I am inclined to believe that in this re-
spect there is much reason to regard the testimony of each side as cor-
rect in its outline of the conduct of the other. Accusations of ballot box
stuffing were freely made, with much appearance of justification (85, 97,
129, 133). A number of fights took place (32, 94, 109, 128, 123). In
many wards there were several arrests (82, 89, 95,128, 138, 140); in one
or two cases 8o many men were arrested that the police patrol wagons
could not accommodate them (134). In several cases the judges of the
» election were themselves among those arrested (85, 94, 97), The judges,

three in number, in each ward, sat within a house at & window opening
on the street, and the voters at the primary were marshaled in a line out-
side, surrounded by a great crowd of onlookers. Iach party or faction
had its ticket-holders, who presented its ballots to the voters, and its
challengers, who challenged those of the opposite party., Much com-
plaint was made in certain wards of one side or the other being ¢in”
with the police, who would accordingly arrest and drag out of the line
voters of the opposition faction, and would decline to do so in the case
of voters of the protected faction (139, 140).

In many of the wards furniture wagons were hired to bring voters up
to the polls. The ward workers stood about shouting, challenging,
occasionally fighting, seeing that the ticket-holders peddled their tickets
actively, kegping the furniture wagons sharply on the move, taking

§




g \ VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW, 3

doubting or wavering voters into the saloons and treating them to
i beer; and, in short, thc whole aspect of the primaries, save onlv in'those
A4 wards wherc them was no contest, bore no distant resemblance to the
parliamentary elections deseribed in Charles Lever’s novels.
‘ One of the incidents of the day was an effort on the part of Marshal
| Airey todrag a judge, whom he accused of misconduct, out of the win-
! dow, a fierce scufle being the result (139).
I In another ward, a Johnson clerk detected, as he thought, signs of
? cheating, and broke open the ballot box, taking out two huge handfuls
- of so-called ¢ pudding” ballots; whereupon tho two Hendur%on judges
threw him out of the window, and all three were arrested (85). z’
In another ward, a Henderson worker, an employé of the custom- o
house, pulled down the window at which the judgss were sitting and !

~

JRGUSTIN
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tried to stop the election. On account of this excessive zeal he was ! :
taken to the watch-house and fined (140). i
In a number of wards the election was practically stopped, on ac-
count of the disorder, early in the day. There was a general feeling
: ( that whichever side had the majority of the judges had the clection. 5
& y  In some wards the use of the so-called ¢ pudding?” tickets seemed to
[ have been quite common, a ¢ pudding” ticket being composed of six or A
1 seven ballots folded together as if only one. There was considerable i
. \ complaint of bribery ;in some cases votes were said to have been bought » |
i+ for money; in others the charge was that outsiders, not Republicans, ‘
possibly not residents of the ward, had been offered drinks to partei-
ipate in the primary. Most of the witnesses spoke of the cheating in a ,
matter of-course way, as being too universal and too common in pri- i
maries generally to be worthy of notice, and a great number of them |
did not seem to bear any special inalice against their opponents for hav- , j
. ing cheated sucecessfully—if anything, rather admiring them for their X
¢ shrewdness—and frankly testified that it was only lack of opportunity
that had hindered them from doing as much themselves. Two of the
witnesses, both Ilenderson adherents, employés of the custom-house,
testified with refreshing and cheerful frankness to this effect. One ot
them, Mr. Horner, remarked anent fixing up “ pudding” tickets, ¢ 1
would have done the same thing myself; I believe in doing anything to
win” (134.) This individual’s son was one of the judges of the election,
/' Whether he shared his parent’s latitudinarian views of political mo-
rality, I do not know. The testimony of the other, Mr. Reed, ran as
follows:

P ——

A

I don’t say I wouldn’t cheat in the primaries. Whoever gots two judges wins. ]
Q. Each side cheats as mueh as it can #—A. Cummly, Tthat’s the way., Idoit 3 i
just the same as they do.  They had two judges. * * i
Q. How do you do your cheating?—A. Well, we do our cheating honorably. If ’E

they catch us at it it’s all right; it’s fair. Ieven carried the box home with e on

* K »

one occasion. I hiave broken up more than one election (142).

Both of these persons testified very frankly and showed that they
possessed a fine sense of humor, besides being seemingly innocent of ’
any idea that they had done wrong. Both of them expressed, with {
somewhat cynical absence of reserve, views which were evidently ‘
held by the major portion of the other office-holding or office-seeking
ward workers whom I examined, and which are undoubtedly held
by the great bulk of spoils p()]ltlbld,lls everywhere. All of the office- ; ‘
seeking or office-holding ward workers who came before me evidently (SN
believed that the business of managing primaries, and in fact the busi-
ness of conducting politics gencrally, belonged of right to the office- !
holding caste. They were as thorough believers in a system of oli-




4 VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW,

- garchical, governinent as if they had lived in Venice or in Sparta, only

the names enrolled in their ¢ Golden Book” were those of the men who
through political influence had been fortunate enough to get govern-
ment place or who hoped to get it. 'While all who were questioned evi-
dently held this view, few of them avewed it quite so frdnkly as Messrs,
Horton and Reed, Who testified with delicious naivetd throughout, Mr.
Horton asserted & that it is the officc-holders’ business to manage the
primaries ” (134).

Mz, Reed’s testimony was as follows'

As a matter of fact, in your ward, it is the office-holders who do and always have
taken an active part in the primaries.-—A. Exactly; they are the ones that ought to.

Q. It is mainly the office-holders who ron the primaries 7—A. Most undoubtedly;
* * * the great majority are office-holders or people who want office (141).

This testimony has a certain value aside from its relation to the case
in question; for, undoubtedly, the individuals above quoted simply ex-

pressed in naked form what the average politician of the spoils variety -

believes. No greater service can be rendered the cause of decent gov-
ernment than to impress on the mind of the average citizen that such
views as those expressed above are those which are held by the great
bulk of the people actively interested in opposing the cause of civil-
service reform. They are the views of the men who dread the over-
throw of the patronage system and the introduction of the merit and
nonpartisan system of appointment to and retention in publie office.
Resolved into its ultimate clements, the view of the spoils politician is
that polities is a dirty game, which ought to be played solely by those
who desire, by hook or by crook, by fair play or by foul play, to win
pecuniary reward, and who are quite indifferent as to whether this pe-
cuniary reward takes the form of money or of office. Yolitics can not
possibly be put upon a healthy basis until this idea is absolutely eradi-
cated. At present the ordinary office-secking ward workers and a very
large percentage of office-holders have grown to believe that it is part
of the natural order of things that those who hold or seek 1o hold the
offices should exercise the controliing influence in political contests.
The civil-service law is doing much to disabuse them of this idea, and
the further it ean be extended and the more rigidly it can be executed
the healthier the result will be. The ward worker, who is simply in
politics for the offices, is a curse to the community, and the sooner this
is recognized the better. His political activity is purely unhealthy and
mischievous. Take it out of the power of any politician to give him
any office and he will cease from his noxious labors in a very short
space of time. As for the Government office-holder, he must be taught
in one way or another that his duty is to do the work of the Govern-
meut for the whole people, and not to pervert his oftice for the use of
' any party or any faction. In some communities this lesson is taught
with comparative ease, and has, at any rate in many offices, already
been learned. In other communities and other oflices the scholars secmn
to be slower of apprehension, and if they ean not be taught by casy
means then they must Le tamght by hard. The oftice-holders who
belong to the dominant party bhould be allowed precisely the same
liberty of political action that is allowed the office-holders who do not
belong to the dominant party, and no more. Actions which would cause
scandal and be subversive of discipline if indulged in by office-holders
who belong to the party wbhich is out of power must be forbidden
among oﬂlce holders of any party.

The internal-revenue collector’s office at Baltimore was not used in
the interest of either faction (127,129). As far aslcounld find out none of
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VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW. -5

the employ és were assessed for political purposes. Over half of themen
took no active part in the primary whatever. Some of the remainder
worked for the Johnson side; some for the Henderson side. The two

_witnesses. Messrs. Brenton and Stewart, both Henderson employés,
were accused by the sonnson men, one of having voted repeaters, the

other of having stuffed a ballot box. No proof was forthcoming in
reference to these accusations, but it must be said that both of the indi-
viduals named secmed to view the conduct of the primaries from the
standpoint of elastic political morality apparently common among the
Baltimore political office-liolding class.

The custom-house. likewise, was not used in the interest of either fac-
tion, the witnesses testifying that they were not interfered with and
were allowed to vote for whichever side they chose. Moreover, in the
custom-house the great bulk (about 80 per cent.) of the classified em-
ploy¢s, who constitute a majority of the force, are Democrats appointed
under the last administration and still holding offiee. It is evident that
there has been no partisan proscription and no approach to a clean
sweep in the classified service of this office. The proportion of the ap-
pointees of the previous administration who have been left in by the

" present collector, Mr. Marine, is considerably larger than the proportion

of original incumbents who were left in by his predecessor, Mr. Groome.

. (See the report of the chief examiner.)

It is equally evident, however, that under the last Administration the

seivil-service law was far better observed in the custom-house than in

the post-oftice, and it appears that this law always has been better ob-

. served in the former office than in the latter. Irom a fourth to a third
- of the original incumbents in the classified service of the custom-house
“were retained throughout the four years of the last Administration,

whereas less than a twentieth were leit in the post-office. There seems to
have been but little direct violation of the seetions of the law forbidding
political assessmeuts in this office, but incidentally the testimony shows
that in 1888 the Democratic campaign committee had made a deter-

~mined effort to collect campaign funds from the Democratic employés

of the office, and a great deal of money was undoubtedly raised under
the guise of “voluntary contributions.” Seemingly, not much of this
has been doune under the present Administration. Under both Adminis-
trations it was apparently mainly members of the party in power that
were requested to eontribute.

In these remarks I do not wish to inelude the naval offices. The pres-
ent naval officer, Mr. Urner, has hardly changed a man in his small
classified force; whereas.his predecessor, Mr. Freeman Rasin, made a
practically clean sweep.

I wish to eall the attention of the Commission to the testimony of Mr.
Burns, one of the Civil Service Board of Examiners in the custom-house.
Mr. Burns was a Democrat appointed under the last administration and
still retained in the custom-house. He subscribed $100 to the Demo-
cratic campaign fund in 1888, and stated that this was entirely volun-
tary on his part; but he also sabscribed last year to the Republican
campaign fund, expressing the view that he owed this to the party in
power (65). We should do everything in our power to make it clear
to the office-holders that there is no kind of moral obligation upon them
to pay political campaign funds, and that the theory which makes a man
feel that “the desk,” as it is phrased, owes something to the party in
power, is radically wrong and vicious. Most emphatically no member
of our own board should set so bad an example as to contribute to the
party in power, although he is politically opposed to it, merely because

-
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it s the party in power, and because he feels, therefore, that it is en-’
titled to a contribution. i

As already said, the collector, Mr. Marine, has retained the great

majority of the Demoora,ts appointed under the preceding administral ./

tion in the classified service. These men are still in office. No dismis{

sals, excepting for apparently excellent cause, have been made, and thel,
number of changes in the classified service does not seem to have beer }|
excessive. Appar(,ntly, no appointee, Democrat or Republican, in the},
classified service, who does his duty under Mr. Marine, need fear being

turned out for political reasons. But Mr. Marine needs enlightenmen:

on one point. He practically admitted that in choosing trom the certiy

fications made him he would prefer a Republican to a Democrat (66)
The examinations for the custom-hounse have been perfectly straight, no
vacancies have been made for the purpose of allowing partisans to be

appointed, and no man has received an appointment unless he passed}

so high that he was one of the first three on the list; but it seems clea
that Mr. Marine believes that he has the right to discriminate among

these three for political reasons. At least such would seem to be the§

effect of his testimony. Now, undoubtedly he has no such right. He
is especially barred from discriminating among the three for any politi- §

cal or religious reasons. Ile has a right of choice among them, but he?

has no rloht to exercise this choice on political or rehfrlous groun(lb

Any dlscrnmmtlon of the sort calls for severe rebuke aud if persisted; -

in, for prompt punishment.

This is the only criticism, however, that is to be made upon Collecto: '

Marine’s conduct of the oftice, Otherwise, both he and the deputy col-
lector, Mr. Lingenfelder, are apparently seeing that the civil service law
is obeyed faithfully and initsspirit. Of course the nonclassified foree:
does not come within my ken, in making these remarks.

One of the witnesses at the custom-house, Mr. Charles H. Ray, was
caught in the most flagrant falsehood. I recommend that his dismissa
be asked.for on the ground that he has been guilty of flagrant mendacity
with intent to impede an oflicial investigation (67-71).

Another custom-house employé, Captain Fensley, likewise developed
a most treacherous meory, but as he was clearly -guilty of collecting

and contributing money for political purposes in defiance of the law,

I deal with his case elsewhere.

At the different polling places visited by me two or three custom-house
employés were pointed out to me as working for the Johnson ticket, !

and two or three for the Henderson ticket, but they were not at the polls
in anything like the numbers that the post-office people were. 1 find
that the custom-house as such, was not used to influence the primary
election ; though this fact of course does not shield in the least those
employés who were guilty of individual misconduct.

The case is very different in regard to the post-office and the marshal’s

office. The evidence seems to be perfectly elear that both of these °

offices were used with the purpose of interfering with or controlling the

result of the primary election, and that there was a systematic, though
sometimes indirect, effort made to assess the Government employés in -

both for political purposes.

Marshal Airey was undoubtedly one of the leaders of one of the fac-
tions at the primaries, and took a very active part therein, even to the
extent of coming into physical collision with one of the opposition
Jjudges, whom he accused, whether rightly or wrongly, of cheating (139).
The witnesses, even of the Henderson faction, evidently set a high es-
timate on his ability, saying that he furnished the brains of his faction.
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VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW. 1

One of the custom-house employés, Mr. McAllister, a Henderson man,
testifies that before the election Marshal Airey sent for him to come up
to his office and there endeavored to persuade him to vote the Johnson
ticket (129,130). The only two deputy marshals examined, Messrs. Bid-
dleman and Snftzer, both confessed that they had collected money for
political purposes from other office-holders, in defiance of the law, and
that they took a very active part at the polls (93, 96). It seems clear
from the testimony of these two deputy marshals, and of Mr. McAllister,
as well as incidentally from the testimony of some of the other wit-
nesses, that the marshal’s office was used, apparently by or with the
consent of the marshal himself, to influence the election. General Rule
I of the Civil Service Rules reads as follows:

Any officer in the executive civil service who shall use his official anthority or in-
fluence for the purpose of interfering with an election or controlling the result
thercof * * * shall be dismissed from office.

I am not aware that the phrase ¢ official authority or influence” has
ever been authoritatively construed ; or,indeed, that hitherto this whole
section of the rule has ever been construed as in my opinion it should

~ be. Thus, from the testimony taken before the Senate committee in 1888,
it appears that under the last administration the naval officer, Mr.

Freeman Rasin, and other Government officials, such as Mr, Morris

Thomas, took at least as active a part in the primaries, as Mr. Airey did,

using their ¢ officia linfluence” to control the primary elections. As

far as is known they received no official rebuke of any kind for their
actions.

There are but few employés in the marshal’s office, so that when
scattered through the wards the effeet of their activity upon the pri-
maries can not be very great.

It is due to Marshal Airey to say that during the investigation he

. behaved with much frankness and seemed quite uncounscious of there
" being any possibility of questioning his conduct. His letter, herewith

appended, is noteworthy for several reasons. He seems to make out a
. strong case of attempted improper conduet against what he styles the
;. anti-administration faction, which was led, as he says, by a ‘‘disap-

pointed applicant” for office. He says that the opposition did their best
t to cheat, and that it was necessary to make “strong efforts to obtain
1 fair play,” this being the justification of the ofiiceholders for taking so
t active a part in the primaries. He evidently uses ¢ administration”
as a term in part synonymous with “office-holders.” He speaks feel-
ingly of ¢ the uphill work the friends of the administration had, pre-
cluded as we were by the civil service rules from being active partici-
pants, and with all our active Republicans in office.” The significance
of the statement that all the active Republicans were in office is marked ;
and if Marshal Airey believes that he himself and his deputies were
not ““active participants” in the primaries, it would be interesting to
find out what he would accept as ¢ activity.”

Marshal Airey’s letter is additional evidence that the struggle was
mainly one between the office holders and the disappointed office-seek-
ers; and that the participants regarded office as the fruit of party or
factioual success, while outsiders took but a labnguid interest in the
result. Primaries managed on such a basis are of course thoroughly
unhealthy for the party, and this Baltimore example shows in the most
striking way the inevitable tendency of the spoils system to take away
political power from private individuals and lodge it in the hands of
the office-holding or office-seeking caste. It is the ¢“plain people” of

o e ot el s (A
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Abraham Lincoln who are most vitally interested in the abolition of the }
spoils system, less for the sake of improving the public service—though 3

this is one of the results—than for the sake of purifying politics and |} ;
restoring to the private citizen the power that has been usurped by the [

“boss” and the ward heeler.

There is need of a severe lesson to teach the office-holders that they !
are not to use their positions to run elections. Once this lesson is .
tanght the pressure of politicians for place will be minimized, for there !

will be no temptation to reward an active politician by office when the A

price of his obtaining that office is the cessation of his activity. ]

The Republican employés from the post-office furnished the organized
band around which the Johnson-Airey forees rallied in every ward
where there was a contest. There is no testimony showing that Mr.
Johnson himself took any direct part in influencing his subordinates as
to their action in the primary, and he was absent from the city when
the primaries took place. But undoubtedly his office was used to in-
fluence the primary election, and the great bulk of his appointees, both
in the classified and unclassified services, took a very active part in
preparing for and in managing the primaries.

Inthepost-oftice lexamined anumber of employes from the Third, Fifth, &

Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Sixteenth wards.
Judging from the testimony of these witnesses it appears that in each
ward the Republican appointees in the post-oftice, whether in the classi- :
fied or the unclassitied service, either belonged to the ward club of the
Johnson-Airey faction or shortly before the primary election effected
some sort of organization of their own (23, 31, 46, 60, 72). A few days
before the election these office-holders of each ward met together to talk

" over the plans for the primaries and to raise money therefor (25, 29, 36,

38 etc). Sometimes the meeting was held at a private house of one of the
office-holders (38, 42, 74, ete.), sometimes it was held in a regular Repub-
lican club room (26, 83, 96, 108), and in one or two instances the meeting
took place in the post-office building itself (113). Judging from the tes-
timony it appears that the bulk of the money to defray the expenses of
the Johnson faction at the primary was raised among the office-holders
themselves (94, 96). Apparently most of the post-ofiice people sub-
scribed from $3 to $10 apiece. Sometimes the money was paid undis-

guisedly for the election expenses; sometimes it was paid under cover
of club dues, or nominally for the purchase of a pocl table, or for a ban-

quet (44, 56, 123). The Democrats in the post-office took no part in
this ; but it appears that the great majority of the men appointed since
Mr. Johnson was made postmaster are connected with the Republican
ward organizations (126), and these did take an active part (103).
In one or two instances the local Republican leaders paid most of the

mouey themselves (98, 101), some of these leaders being in the IFederal b

service while others held positions ander the State or municipal gov-

ernment. But the greav bulk of the money seems to have been raised §&

in the post-office. Sometimes this money was paid, in evasion of the
letter of the law, by the office-holders to some non-office-holder, chief of
the local ward organization. This was the case, for instance, in the
Fifth ward, There are eight or ten office-holders from that ward in
the post-office. All of these, so far as I can find out, took a very active
part in the primaries and pald $5 apiece to the chfurma,n of their local
ward club. Post-office employés J. Philip Sindall, William Root, James
Tosler, and S. M. Armstrong were among those who thus paid $5 apiece
(44, 78,119). Two of these I myself saw taking an active part in the pri-
mary in that ward ; Messrs. Sindall and Root were challenging at the
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ipolls and doing all they could to influence the election. In the Four-
iteenth (37, 38), Sixteenth (101), and Thirteenth (34), wards the arrange-
‘ment seems to have been substantially similar, In the Third ward there
jare said to be some fourteen office-holders, most of whom took a more
‘or less active part in preparing for or managing the primary. About
thalf of them met before election in the Fairmount Republican Clab.
They there raised $5 apiece to pay the expenses of the Johnson-Airey
faction at the primary, and paid the money to one Henry Martin, one
of their own number, a letter-carrier. Among those who thus paid, or
/agreed to pay, were Messrs. J. E. Wilson, Henry Glass, W. A, Mitchell,
i and Robert Reed, all of the post-office (23, 29, 52). Mr. Martin asserted,
{ seemingly as an afterthought, that this money had been paid to pur.
i chase a pool table, but the original testimony was explicit that this
; was not the case. Undoubtedly the fund was raised for political pur-
{ poses, to defray the expenses of the primary election.
i In the Seventh ward the meeting of the office-holders in the interest
; of the Johnson-Airey faction took place a few days before the primary,
! at the house of one John A. Bell, a letter-carrier. A custom-house em-
i“ ployé, W. H. Ray, above mentioned, was one of these employés who
¢ went to Bell’s house and agreed to pay $5 (70). One of the post-
i office employcés, Charles Oeh, paid $5, but says he paid it to the presi-
i dent of the local club (49). Another post-office employé, Mr. J. L.
! Webber, says he took the same course, having been present at the
} meeting; he seemed in his testimony to be trying to conceal the truth
{ (42). Apparently, almost or quite all the office-holders in this ward
¢ from the post-office paid and took an active part in the primaries. A
i post-office clerk, L. E. Gladfelter, paid $3 to John Bell for political
; purposes, for use in the primary, in the post-office building itself (46).
Mr. Bell also solicited subscriptions for political purposes from one of
i the custom-house employés, Mr. T. Sewall Plummer (63). Being warned
¢ by Mr. Plummer that he was violating the law he left the custom-house.
i 1 was myself present at the primary in the Seventh ward, and saw sev-
¢ eral of the post-office employés taking an active part in it, Mr. John
! Bell being there. One or two of the witnesses evidently believed that
i he was under the influence of liquor at the time.
;  In the Eighth ward saubstantially all of the Republican appointees in
5 the post-office and marshal’s office took part by raising money for the
i Dbrimaries and afterwards attempting to control them in the interest of
| the Johnson-Airey faction. The course of action was decided partly
H
i

—

i at a meeting in the local Republican club rooms and partly at a meet-
i ing held in the post-office building itself, the latter meeting seeming to
i have been of an informal character (86, 114). The Johnson-Airey
| leader in this ward appears to be Mr. William H. H. Sultzer, a deputy

arshal, to whom the post-office employés ultimately turned over their
| muney, through John R. Tweddle, a clerk in the post-office (85, 96);
1 but see also Mr. Sultzer’s letter, herewith appended. I can not ac-
' cept this letter as against Sultzer’s and Tweddle’s original testimony;
Mr. Short’s alleged intervention seems to have been merely a blind.
Mr. Tweddle received $5 or $10 apiece from several post-oftice employés,
including William T. Birmingham, Joshua N. Richardson, George G.
Holtz, C. W, Hamill, Edward Perine, and Erwin Foutz (87, 98, 108,113,
. 114, 123). The latter, however, claims that he contributed merely
toward the cost of a banquet. The money for defraying the expenses
of the Johnson-Airey faction at the primaries in this, the Eighth, ward
was raised almost solely from among the office-bolders above men-
tioned, Mr. Tweddle collecting it from Birmingham, Richardson, Hamill,
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Holtz, and Perine, and paying it over to Sultzer, who received it and
expended it, Some $50 was thus raised. Ten tmket holders, er ticket |
peddlers, were paid $2 apiece to work up the vote; $2.50 was paid for |
one-half the rent of the window ; $7 were paid for tickets ; ; the balance |
went to give a new suit of clotheb to & young man who was a clerk of 1
the Johnson-Airey faction, and who discovered, as he claimed, appar- '
ently with mueh reason, that the Henderson people were cheating. He
then burst open the ballot box, and was thrown out of the window by !
the Henderson judges. All were arrested in consequence (85, 97). ;

Mr. Holtz, above mentioned, got into a political fight with a negro,
and was badly beaten on the day of the primary., 7There was great
disorder in this ward.

In the Sixth ward the officeholders in the post-office, and to a certain §
extent in the marshal’s office and custom-house, were also fully organ- -
ized in the Johnson—Airey interest. Ahout eighteen of them met afew
days prior to the primary in the house of C. G. Smith, a letter-carrier,
to perfect their arrangements and raise funds to pay the political ex-
penses of their faction (72, 76). Through some oversight, a Hender-
son man from the custom-house, one Kinball, was present, bat paid

nothing. The letter-carrier, C. G. Smith, William Fensley, a custom-

house employé, and Edward DBiddleman, a deputy marshal, were
appoiuted to receive the funds and to expend them, and actually did so. |
All of the eighteen employés present, including the thirteen or fourteen
from the post-office, paid, or promised to pay, and afterwards did pay
from $3 to $10 apiece to one of the above-mentioned persons (88, 93,115).
Among the post-office employés who did so were Oscar W. Gibson, H. L.
Theiss, John Bond, and Daniel Phelps (115, 116, 117, 120). Over $100
were raised, all the expenses of this ward being paid by the officeholders.
Ten or twelve dollars went in printing and room rent, 894 were expended
in paying forty-seven ticket holders $2 apicce to work up the vote, (89)
an expenditure so excessive for the purpose as to suggest that it was
really a form of bribery. Deputy Marshal Biddleman marshaled the
vote at the primary, getting two hundred voters together in abody ; but
the primary was broken up with violence before the vote counld be polled.
When the first witnesses who testified as to these facts came before
me, I was inclined to draw the distinction we have usually drawn be-
tween those who pay the money and those who extort it. But I soon
became satisfied that in this case no such distinetion could be drawn.
Here all were undoubtedly equally guilty, the men who received the
money being appointed to do so merely for convenience’ sake, it being an
arrangement among the employés to assess one another, and to con-
" tribute for political purposes. In my opinion, therefore, all the follow- |
ing Governmental employcs should be dismissed from office for violat-
ing sections 11 to 14 of the civil service law : Edward Biddleman ant
William H. H. Sultzer, of the marshal’s office ; John Fensley and W, |
H. Ray, of the customs service; John A.Bell, James Wilson, William |
H. Mitchell, James L. Webber, Robert T, Reed Henry Ma,rtm Henry -
Glass, Louls E. Gladfelter, John B. Tweddle, bharles G Smith, (Jharles
W. Hammel, George G. Holtz, William T. Birmingham, Joshua N.
Riehardson, Tdward Perine, Erwin TFoutz, Oscar W. Gibson, H. L.
Theiss, John Bond, Daniel Phelps, and Noah Pierson (compare his
statements (18, 61); he did not scem to be testifying frankly). The
testimony of John H. Horner and John Reed, of the custom-house,
betrays certain views of political morality, wlnch in my opinion, entitle
us to call the attention of the collector of the porb to their cases, to
determine whether they ought to be retained in the service.
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i I am well aware that in recommending so many removals there is a
semblance of harshness, and that among these men there may be a few
who have some apparent claims to indulgence. While a large propor-
tion are evidently simply local professional politicians, with very low
standards of morals, others are apparently reputable men, who acted
as they did partly from real ignorance as to the law, but mainly because
they did not believe the law would be or was in truth intended to be
jentorced ; and the abuses which appear to have flourished in the Fed-
‘eral offices in Baltimore under the late administration made this belief
on their part by no means unreasonable. Nevertheless, I adhere to my
recommendation of dismissal in every case above specified, for I am
satistied that only by a severe lesson will this elass of offenders be taught
to respect the law, and I consider a few instances of hardship to indi-
viduals a less evil than it is to have this law generally evaded and often
brought into public contempt by the impunity with which it may be even
openly violated. The Commission has repeatedly warned Federal office-
holders in Baltimore. Itinvestigated the postoffice while administered
by both Mr. Veazey and Mr. Brown, and pointed out grave irregulari-
ties in each case, although it is fair to say far graver in the former than
in the latter, Mr. Veazey’s violations of the law being of the most scan-
1alous kind. There can be no reasonable doubt that everyone guilty
»f these offenses ought to have known, and was derelict in his duty as
hn officer tor not knowing, what wus the law, even if he was in fact ig-
- norant of it. I think that the time has come to show by an example
i which everybody must understand, that punishiment will follow proven
¢+ guilt.
i In connection with the conduct of the post-office employés, J. Philip
i Sindall, William Root, W. E. Allerdice, James II. Biddle, and Joseph
! Solomon, Joseph TFosler, Samuel M. Armstrong, Charles Oeh, J. S.
\ Shields, J. W. McCormick, J. W. Boulden, who, together with the gen-
; tlemen named above, took part in arranging for and manipulating the
» primaries, working openly as challengers, ete., at the polls, I desire to
i direct attention to section 480 of the Postal Regulations, still in force,
which reads in part as follows:

I The influence of Federal officcholders should not be felt in the manipulation of
holitical primary meetings, * * * 'The foregoing regulation has peculiar appli-
fation to postmasters,

i Tostmaster W. W. Johnson has been in office a little over a year.
‘During that time about 50 per cent. of the classified force has been
hanged. In the non-classified and excepted places, and the places to
‘which he appoints by virtue of his being eustodian of the post-office
building, some 60 in all, a nearly clean sweep has been made, Post-
‘master Johnsow’s testimony as to the way the appointments to these
mon classified and excepted positions were made was so frank that I
‘give it in full. It seems somewhat extraordinary, but it is particularly
wvaluable because it, undoubtedly desecribes truthfully the methods by
/which all patronage appointments are made in every office throughout
'the country, where the old system prevails in any degree, and where in
‘consequence outside politicians in reality do the appointing. The tes.
‘timony is as follows : .
. Mr. JounNsoN. There are men who have told me right in my own office, “If you
“dow’t like what I do I will go out.” People have pnt men in here over whom I have
ino control about elections; they’re indepeudent of me.
Q. Youmean that a great many of the men here, although nominally appointed by
i you, are really put in by somebody clse, outside ; that is, by the different ward lead-
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ers of the party 2—A. They are recommended by outsiders, and they work for tne
men who put them in here, and are under their control.

Q. Is that so generally in the non-classified service I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the unclassified service the bulk of the men are put in in that way ?—A. Yes
sir,

Q. They feel responsible to the men who put them in, to the politicians and w'mr("
leaders generally, and not responsible to you f—A. Yeb, sir; that'’s it.

* - * * ¥ * »

Q. The amount of it is that in making the non-classified appointments you have to!

parcel them out to the different wards—the different ward leaders nominate men for:

the positions —A. Yes, sir; there are about 1,800 applicants and about 60 places (126).

This testimony is especially valuable as showing the utter nonsense |

of the talk that under the old spoils system the appointing officers

themselves make the appointments. They do nothing of the kind, !

The outside politicians make the appointments for them, and the ap: .

pointing officers have really little or nothing to say in the matter.
Another point of interest is the incidental showing that there is a fax

greater ¢ eligible list,” if one may use the expression, for the noun-clas- |
sified appointments than for the classified. Mr. Johnson had thirty !
applicants for every single position in his gift that did not come under |

the civil service rules, whereas there were only about three applicants

for every position in the classified service. Mr. Johnson’s testimony-

shows with startling vividness the humiliating position in which the

spoils system puts the appointing officer. 1t practically places him a:

the merey of a lot of irresponsible outsiders who force him to take their :

political henchmen, without regard to his own wishes. These men

when they are once appointed feel themselves responsible, not to the ap-
pointing officer, but to their backers. They feel that their duties are

primarily political, and that their services are only secondarily due to |

the community and to the Government.

The testimony of some of these employés gives striking incidental
glimpses of the way in which the ward leaders use patronage as a bribe
for service to be rendered, or as a reward for services that have been
rendered. Thus the testimony of Philip Hahn was in part as follows,
in gpeaking of the fight in the Thirteenth ward (138):

Winnie Johuson was the main one (leader of the Johnson-Airey faction of the ward®

Q. Mr. Johnson, up till last spring, was usually supposed to be a Henderson man
was he not —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Just before he was appointed to the post-office he voted with the Johnson
party —A. Yes, sir.

Q. As a matter of fact, what you know is that he voted the other way from the
side he had been voting with, and was almost immediately appointed to a position in
the stamp department of the post-oflice 2—A. Yes, sir.

The testimony of Mr. John Reed contains the following statement.
He had just been testifying that Mr. Brown and Mr. Butnctz were the
leaders of the Johnson faction in his ward (140, 141):

Q. Were vou not offered a place in the post-office this spring ?—A, Yes, sir. 1 was !

offered a place at $840if I would vote for them, but 1 wounldn't doit.
Q. You are going to remain your own master ?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whooffered you that place 2—A. Charley Brown offered me that place.

* * * * * * *
Isaid I would not accept any job that I would have to be bought to take,.
* * . * * * * *

Q. Brown said you were playing polities for a job, and would not take a job when
you were offered one ?—A. Yes, sir. Henderson is a friend of mine, and whichever
way he goes I go.

Q. The job offored you was for $840?—A. The job doesn’t pay $340; it was on the
elevator.

Q. Who did. they give it to?—A. Jim Beule.
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Q. Did he work for the Johnson ticket 7—A. Yes, sir; of course.

* * * * * * *

Q. You were offered a place in the post-office at 300, or about that, which was
given to Mx. Beale afterwards in your stead,and they would have expected you to
‘work for the Johnson ticket if you had taken that place, and Mr. Beale, who did
‘take it, did-work for the Johnson ticket 2—A. Yes, sir. -
© Q. And Mr. Butnetz and Mr. Brown distributed the patronage for the post-office 2—
‘A. Yes, sir; most undoubtedly.

Q. Mr, Johnson turned the office over to them —A. They go and see Mr. Johnson,
I suppose, and they put in a govud word for the men they want appointed, and, in
consequence, whoever they want is appointed.

It is evident from the testimomy that the non-classified service in the
Baltimore post-oftice, as is the case with the non-classified service in
almost every patronage oftice, was treated as a bribery chest from
which to reward influential ward workers, who were useful, or likely to
be useful, to the faction in power. The appointments were made pri-
marily in the interests of the local leaders, and of the local organiza-
tions, and only very secondarily with a view to the well-being of the
public service.

i In the classified service Mr. Johnson has changed about 50 per cent.
iof the force, only half of the Democrats who were in when he took
~office being lett in now. He has, however, filed reasons for the dismis-
sals; and there can be no question thatin at least a very large number
pof cases his reasons were perfectly good. Unquestionably he received
jthe office in a greatly demoralized condition, {from the hands of his
predecessor, Mr. Brown, who had received it in still worse order from
. Mr. Veazey. Many of the men whom he (Mr. Johnson) found there he
{ could not allow to stay if he wished to have good work done. It was
i doubtless to the interest of the public service to make a very cousider-
! able number of removals, although it may well be a question if it was
i to the interest of the service to make them as sweepingly as has been
: the case. Charges have been made to me that many of the removals,
‘though nominally for cause, have in reality been due to political rea-
-sons. Unpfortunately, the charges were scarcely of a kind that the Com-
Imission has power to investigate. 1 am, as always, strongly of the
Yopinion that the civil-service law should be amended so as to require
Iwritten charges to be filed before a man is removed, to require that the
faccused be given an opportunity to be heard in his own defense, and to
fauthorize the Commission to investigate and report on any removals
alleged to have been made, directly or indirectly for partisan reasons.
& Under the last administration the Baltimore post-office, both under
IMr. Veazey and Mr. Brown, was, without doubt, used as a machine in
4t,he interests of the Democratic party. Large campaign funds were
raised among the employds of the post-office at every election; a clean
gweep was made of the Republican employés, 96 per cent. of them be-
ing turned out; their places were supplied exclusively by Demoerats,
4n the classified no less than in the unclassified serviee, most of the
appointees thus obtaining positions being Democratic ward workers.
Ar. Veazey, the first Democratic postmaster. did not obey the law at
all, and, indeed, made no pretense of so doing; while his successor,
_Mr. Brown, made a practically “clean sweep” of the Liepublican em-
Ihloyés in his office. It must be borne in mind, as some extenuation of
Mr. Johnson’s actions, that he inherited, therefore, great difficulties
from his predecessor.
I Of the men appointed in the classified service since Mr. Johnson took
(office, apparently the very great majority were active ward workers of
tRepublican organizations.
i

P

<




14 VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW.

Many of the ward workers, however, who were thus appointed, ens,
tered the examinations before Mr. Johnson became postmaster, w lncL'.:
was a year and a quarter after the Presidential election. It appears!
that at the first examination held after the Presidential election, ir |
February, 1889, few or no Democrats entered the examinations, and at
great number of Republicans, almost all of them connected with the

ward organizations of the Republican party, did enter and pass or fail,:
as might be. During the time of Democratic supremacy noune but Dem
ocrats had been appointed, and all the Republicans in the office ln(
been turned out. The ward leaders apparently took it for granted, as*
did most of the inhabitants of Baltimore who thought anything about

it, that the same course was to be pursued under lxepubllcan anspices; |

that the Demoerats would be turned out, and that only Republicans
with political influence could take their places, the examinations being
- accepted merely as disagreeable tests which had to be submitted to be-
fore the ward worker could get his appointment. This feeling can oul“
be changed by radical measures.
It is true that Mr. Johnson has appointed the men right along in theil 7
order, skipping very few, and these apparently for good reasons. H¢
bas taken no steps whatever, however, to disabuse the public mind of

the idea that appointments were to be made only of Republicans, an¢
has made no effort to get men to come into the examinations without |

|
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regard to party. While permitting his name to be used in the newspa- '

pers and by his own adherents, without protest on his part, as giving

the title to one faction of active ward workers, he has refrained from
doing anything to convince private citizens that the classified service
was really open to applicants without regard to party. Ithusfind that
in his office he has dismissed about half of the classified force, this half
being composed purely of Democrats, and has supplanted them with
actilve Republican ward workers, who could pass the examination fairly
well.

It may have been necessary for Mr. Johnson to make many changes
in the classified serviee, but it was incumbent on bim, when he was
forced to turn out a very large number of Democrats, 1o see that the
public did not believe that this was done with the objeet of replacing
them by the same number of Repuablican ¢ workers.” 1t wasincumbent

on him not merely to refrain from turning the post-office into a Repub- |

can machine, but within the limits of his authority to see that it was
not turned into a Republican machine. The moment that an appoint-

ing officer of any kind finds it necessary to make sweeping changes and :
turn out large numbers of men of the opposite party, it becomes his |

bounden duty to see that the public mind is entirely disabused of the
idea that the places of the expelled men are to be taken purely by ad-!
herents of his own party. Only by following this course can he protect

himself from the just suspicion that he has “been to a greater or lessf

extent influenced in his actions by partisan con.sldemmon This does|
not require any impossible conduct on the part of the appointing offi-1
cers; it merely requires that that he shall act as Postmaster I'ield, of
Philadelphia, and the late Postmaster Wallace, of Indianapolis, hav
acted, with such admirable results. Be it remembered, too, that Messrs.
Tield and Wallace took office under conditions at least as adverse as
those that surrounded Mr. Johnson.

1t appears that Mr. Johnson was not present at the primaries himself,
and that previous to leaving the city, two or three days before they took

place, he called his supeuntenduwb together and told them in his own . |

words to ¢“keep their hands off; that he did not want them to bring
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he office into disrepute.” As a matter of fact, however, if by this ad-
ice he meant that the post-office should not be used to influence the
rrimaries, his advice was utterly disregatded, and quite publiely, all
;he newspapers containing accounts of the way the post-office employés
:0ook part in the primaries, and their intention to do so having been a
matter of common notoriety for days beforehand. It was openly as-
serted in the newspapers that such would be the case. Mr. Jolnson
tnew that all his appointees, with trivial exceptions, were active ward
vorkers, under the influence of the ward leaders, and feeling responsi-
le to them. 1If Mr. Johnson meant his protest to be effective he ought
> have seen that it was obeyed by his subordinates. He must have
nown perfectly well that they had every intention of disobeying it,
ad as a matter of fact they did disobey it, and he has never rebuked
em for their disobedience. In fact it seems evident either that Mr,
hnson did not reallymean his protest to be heeded, or clse that he is
Apless to enforce obedience from his subordinates. It is no small
sunt against Mr. Johnson that without public protest of any sort he
allowed one of the active factions to be christened with his name in
:he most public manner by the newspapers, and by his own adherents
in the primaries and at the convention, this faction being sometimes
sven called “the post-office faction”” The mere public and unrebuked
1se of his name in such convention was certain to intluence his em-
ployés totake active part on behalf of the faction headed by their supe-
vior officer, and, incidentally, was undoubtedly one among the causes
which bave tended to prevent any save ward workers from taking the
examinations.
Therefore, wlile it does not appear that Mr, Johnson himself used

‘the post-office to influence the primary election, it is evident that it
/was so used with his {ull knowledge, and that he took no effective steps
‘whatever to prevent such use thereof.

Mr. Johnsow’s case is thus peculiar., When he took office he in-
herited many difticulties which have hampered him in the discharge of
his duties. His sins have been of omission rather than of commission,
and his position was in many ways peculiarly difficult. Yet it seems
o me impossible not to hold him responsible, at least in a measuare, for

hat has been done. He must be held accountable not for what he
d but for what he failed to do. It is not enough that a postmaster
all passively obey the law; he ought to be required actively to en-
rce it. Mr. Johuson has filled the entire unclassified and half the
assified service with Republican ward workers, and has permitted
¢ post-office to be turned into a machine to influence primary elee-
ms.  Doubtless, unless checked, it will be similarly used as a machine
influence the course of State and national elections.

It scems almost as much of an offense for the head of an office su-
vinely to allow the civil-service law or rules to be violated by his subor-
linates, or through their instrumentality, as it is for him to violate the

aid law and rules himself. General Rule 1, already quoted, provides
9r the dismissal from oftice of any officer who uses ¢ his official infla-
nee” to interfere with an eleetion. It has not been shown that Mr,
ohnson did direetly so use his official influence, but it has been shown
aat, with his knowledge, the entire influence of his oftice was so used
y others. As in the case of Marshal Airey, however, it must be said
hat this rule has never hitherto been strictly construed, and in fact
hat it can hardly Le said that theve has been any effort so to construe
or enforce it. As appears in the testitnony taken before the Senate
ommittee in 1888, it was thewn charged that Mr., Johuson’s predecessor
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in the post-office had used his official position to influence the electio: g
of delegates to a nominating convention, but no heed was ever paid t{
the charge.

I am btronglv of the opinion that at least decided steps should b‘
taken to show that this rule is not hereafter to be regarded as a dead
letter, and that from henceforth any violation thereof shall be treated
as furnishing cause for dismissal, j

Yours, traly, @‘
THEODORE ROOSEVELT. f




TRANSCRIPT OF STENOGRAPHIC NOTES OF INVESTIGATION AT BALTI-
MORE POST-OFFICE HELD ON SATURDAY, MARCH 28, BY HON, THEO-
DORE ROOSEVELT, UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONER.

.Present: ITons. Theodore Roosevelt and Charles J. Bonaparte.
TESTIMONY OF NOAH W. PIERSON.

Noanx W. PIERSON testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) State your full name, Mr. Pierson.—A. Noah
W. Pierson.

Q. What is your position in the post-office %—A, I am assistant engi-
neer.

Q. How long have you been in the service ?—A. I have been here
about a year and two months.

Q. Appointed by Postmaster Johnson %—A. Appointed by the cus-
todian.

Q. By Mr. Johnson as custodian of the office 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Pierson, understand that there is nothing affecting you at all
in any question we put to you; it doesn’t affect you in the least as far
as we now know ; itissimply a matter of observation of the law in certain
particulars by others, not by you. Do you know anything of the collec-
tion or contribution of any funds for political purposes at this time ?—
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about the collection of $5 apiece, or the
attempted collection of $5 apiece, from a number of employés of the
post-office, or of the postmaster as custodian, for primary purposes ?—
A. No, sir.

(. You have never known of any that you know anything abouat ?—
A. No, sir. -

Q. You don’t know of anyone having paid any sum or having been
asked to pay any sum for political purposes recently 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Andspecifically with reference to the primaries on Monday next?—
A. No, sir; I don’t know anything about it.

Q. You know nothing about it at all %—A. No, sir.

(). And you have never been approached by anyone who asked you
if such and such a man had paid ?—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You understand that neither Mr. Roosevelt
nor I know anything about this matter, except that certain reports
have been brought him, and he asked me, as president of the Local
Civil Service Reform Association to come down here and assist him in
the investigation of them. Now, has any officer in this building, either
under the postmaster as custodian or the postmaster as postiaster,
asked you whether anybody else had contributed to the primaries?

1156——2 17
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WirNESS. These primaries coming?

Mr. BONAPARTE, Yes, sir.

A. No, sir.

Q. Well, having inquired of you,has anybody in the service inquired
of you whether some one else had contributed in any way to any fund
to be used in this Republican contest?—A. No, sir.

Q. Now supposing some officer here has reported that you had told
him that other officers in the building had contributed to this, that of-
ficer has not told the truth then?—A. No, sir; the man that reported
that didn’t tell the truath.

Q. Have you collected any money from anyone else yourself for these
primaries 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you told anyone, any officer in the building here, that you
had collected any money ?—A. No, sir. This is unexpected to me, you
konow, gentlemen, and I am answering right off. Of course, I haven’t
had any time to think, you know.

Q. Of course, we understand that, and we would like you to thimk
pretty carefully, because we don’t want to do anybody any injustice.—
A. No, sir.

Q. Think carefully if you have been approached by any officer em-
ployed in this building with the inquiry as to whether anybody else had
contributed to the primaries, or to anything of that sort?—A. Not to
my knowledge; I can’t call any to mind just now.

Q. Has anybody connected with the building, or having an office in
this building, asked you whether you yourself had contributed or
whether you had eollceted contributions *—A. No, sir.

Q. And you are quite positive you have never told anyone anything
from which they could understand that you were collecting contribu-
tions?—A. Yes, sir; I am positive that I have never told anyone that T
was collecting contributions; I don’t know anything about it.

Q. And that you never told anyone connccted with the service in
any way that anybody else connected with it was contributing ?—A.
No, sir.

Q. So that if any officer in this building has made a report to Mr.
Roosevelt to the effect that certain other officers were collecting con-
tributions or promoting their eonllections, and that you knew something
aboutit, that officer has not told the truth 7—A. Well, of course, I don’t
want to say that he didn’t tell the trath; he might be mistaken.

Q. I mean, that it wasn’t so?—A. It wasn’t so if he made a report of
it; yes sir. -

Q. (Mr. RooSEVELY.) Are you a Republican in politics 7—A. I am;
yes, sir. '

Q. And actively identified with the Republican party 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Identified with one of the organizations here in the eity, a Repub-
lican organization or a Republican club, or whatever you choose to call
them ?—A. Yes, sir; I belong to one of the Republican clubs.

Q. What Republican club are you a member of?—A. The Active
Club, they call it. Itis down in the First ward; it is a ward organ-
ization,

Q. Are there going to be primary elections next Monday 7—A. Yes,
ST,

. Q. Is there going to be a contest between two Republican tactions 7—

A Well it looks that way, sir.

Q. It looks that way. Do you take an active part in this eontest or
not?—A. Well, no; I don’t think it is my place to take an active part.

Q. You don’t think it is the place of any Governmental employé to
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take an active part; is that your idea 2—A. No, sir. I think it is his
place to go and vote his sentiments and then go away.

Q. But you don’t think it is the place of any Government employé to
stand around the polls and work for one faction or the other; hold
tickets and so forth 2—A. No, sir. Idon’t think there is anything like
that going oun there. '

Q. Precisely. Do you know if the post-office employés, as a whole,
sympathize with one or the other of these factions2%—A. I don’t know.

Q. Or are they divided ?—A. Well, from rumors; thatis all I can
go by. v

Q. Certainly. It is simply a matter of common notoriety. What do
you hear ?-—A. There seems to be a little difference of opinion.

Q. Well, are there two factions in the Republican party here in Bal-
timore that are going to contest in the primaries on Monday 3—A. Not
that I know of, sir.

Q. What will the fight be on 2—A. The fight will be this; these peo-
ple in our ward—I only take my ward for instance—they want to send
one delegate to the convention, and the men that I favor on, they want
to send another, that it the sumn total.

Q. But what are the differences between the two factions; is one of
the factions identified with Postmaster Johnson?—A. Well, not that I
know of. .

Q. Notthatyouknow of ?7—A. No, sir; I don’t know anything about
that.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) These primaries, as I understand it, are to
clect delegates to the convention which is to sort of reconcile the party ;
isn’t that it 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It is the plan that Mr. Stockbridge and his committee got up; is
that the idea?—A. It is on the plan of the State Central Committee
organization; that is what I understand it. They get up different
rules to submit to the State convention to adopt.

Q. And this State couvention isn’t going to nominate anybody 7—A.
No, indeed ; not as I understand.

Q. I mean, isn’t going to nominate any candidate for office 7—A. No,
indeed.

Q. It is just to reorganize the party merely ——A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosevEeLT.) Do you know, then, there exists two factions in
the city at large, in the Republican party, among the Republicans 2—A.
Well, no. I hear all this talk of factions, but I haven’t seen much. Ever
since the Postmaster’s fight was goiug on there was considerable fight
then, but whether or not it exists now or not I am not able to tell.

Q. You are not able to tell whether or not that feeling has been pro-

-, ‘pitiated 2—A. No, sir.

" Q. Are the employés of the post-office or the employés of the cus-
todian of the building taking a more or less active interest in the
fight?—A. T don’t see anyone mmuch taking a very active interest. Of
course, they might talk amongst themselves, but I don’t hear anything
of it at all.
. You don’t hear of it?—A. No, sir; of course I am down in the
cellar, you know, and down there 1 don’t hear much about it.
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES WILSON,

JAMES WILSON, colored, testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. RooseEvELT.) What is your position 2—A. I am a laborer.

Q. Under Postmaster Johnson as custodian of the post-office build-
ing 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been so cmployed 2—A. I have been here
about 6 months.

Q. Were you appointed by Postmaster Johnson %—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. C. B. Johnson of South Bethel street ?—A. No,
sir; I donw’t know him.

Q. Or Mr. R. H. Harris, of 314 South Caroline strect ?—A. Yes, sir;
now I know who you mean by C. II. Johnson.-

Q. Then you know C. H. Johnson, of South Bethel street, and R. H.
Harris, of South Caroline street 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do both of these gentlemen take a more or less active interest in
loeal politics 2—A. Yes. sir; they have in the last primary.

Q. They live in the Third ward 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There are going to be primary elections next Monday, are there
not ?—A. Yes, sir.

. Is there going to be a contest in the primaries 7—A., Yes, sir; I
Judge so, from the looks of things. There is oue polling place.

Q. There is going to be a contest in the primaries then?—A. Yes,
SIr.

Q. Of course I am speaking of the Republican party; you are a
Republican yourself, are you?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you a member of any Republican organization 7—A. 1 am of
the Distriet Association, yes, sir.

Q. Well, in the Third ward there seems likely to be a contest ?—A.
They appear to seemn like it; yes, sir.

Q. Acting under that committee?—A. Yes, sir. It seems like the
colored element goes with Mr. Johnson.

Q. Well, go on.—A. And the prineipal part of the other element,
which is called the Henderson faction, are taking their hands off,

Q. There are two factions here 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. One called the Johnson faction —A. Yes, sir,

Q). And the other called the Henderson faction 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the fight on Monday nuxt is going to be between these two
factions 7—A. Yeb sir.

Q. And the Johnson faction has for its heads l’ostmaster Johnson
and Marshal Airey %—A. Yes, sir. .
Q. Well, does the fight bid fair to be a pretty bitter one next Mon-

day 7—A. It seems so.

(. At one time in the Third ward it looked as if the colored element
was going to be against the Johnson faction 2—A. Not the majority of
them, but a portion of them.

Q. A portion of them ?7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But now that has been gotten right, and it looks as if they would -
all go for the postmaster —A. Yes, sir.

Q. At one time were these two men, C. H. Johnson and R. H. Harris,

" going to go on the ticket opposed to the postmaster —A. 1 don’t know

whether they were going to go on the ticket or not.

Q. But they were going to oppose him ?—A. Yes, sir; they were the
head parties.

Q. Of the opposition to him 2—A. Yes, sir; among the colored.
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Q. Well, I suppose you are friendly to Iostmaster Johnson ?—A.,
Yes, sir.

Q. And you went to Mr. C. IL. Johuson and Mr. R. H. Harris and
asked them to come up here and see the postmaster —A. T asked them
to come up and see Dr. Weaver.

Q. Did you take them up here yourself 7—A. They didn’t come at all.

Q. You simply asked them toome and they didn’t come 7—A. Yes,
sir; thatisright.

Q. Did they see Postmaster Johnson at all or anyone connected with
the office then 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Then they just changed of their own accord 2—A. Yes, sir;
through me.

Q. You persuaded them to change ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. BoNnArARTE.) Whois this Dr. Weaver that you asked them
to come and see 7——A. He is the assistant custodian.

Q). Of this building 2-—A. Yes, sir.

Q). And this Mr. Johnson is a cousin of his, this Mr. C. H. Johnson ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosuveLT.) And Dr. Weaver is a colored man, the assist-
ant custodian #—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) And you asked him to come up and have a talk
with his cousin, but he didn’t come 2—A.. Ile didn’t come.

Q. Do you feel pretty sure that he didn’t see anybody connected with
the office 7—A. Pretty sure, sir; I can tell you the reason why; these
gentlemen are all friends of mine,

Q. That is what we understand.—A. Yes, sir; they are all friends of
mine; and, well, a gentleman by the name of Jacob H. Seaton is in our
ward, a colored gentleman, a leader, gentlemen, he is down there, and
him and I got to talking to these gentlemen, and he showed them where
it was to my interest to fight for this faction.

Q. (Mr. RoosEvELT.) To yourinterest?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The leader of the ward showed Messrs. Johnson and Harris where
it was for your interest that they should fight for this faction 2—A. Yes,
sir; that they should fight for this faction.

Q. For fear it would jeopardize your position here 2—A. Yes, sir;
certainly. He told them it was to my interest to vote this way; and as
they were friends of mine they said they were willing to support people
that had supported the colored people and that Mr. Johnson done that,
buat they didn’t say they were going to vote that way, but they would
take their hands off for my benefit.

Q. Tor your benefit?—A. Yes, sir,

(. (Mr. BoNAPARTE)) When you say they took their hands off you
_mean that they were thinking of running as delegates on the other
side 7—A. I know they was with the other faction at the last primary
election. »

Q. (Mr. RoosrveELT.) They were the leaders on the ITenderson side,-
and it being shown to them that it would be to your interest to cease
their opposition to the Johnson faction they agreed to do so?—A. Yes,
sir; they agreed to do so.

Q. (Mr. BonAPARTE.) Now, they are respectable sort of men, are they
not?—A. Very respectable gentlemen; yes, sir.  This Ilarris, he is a
barber and keeps a cigar place, and Mr. Johnson is an insurance col-
lector.

Q. And I suppose that pretty much anything they would say would
be likely to be true, wouldw’t it; you wouldn’t suspect them of telling
a story 7—A. They wouldn’t tell a story or wouldn’t sell a vote to any-
body, I don’t believe.
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Q. And you think it is pretty certain that the person who persuaded
them that it was to your interest for them not to take a hostile part

. against the Johnson party in this primary, for them, as you say, to take

their hands off the primary, was this Jacob Seaton 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. RooSEVELT.) And he is a ward leader ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is be in public employ #—A. No, sir. He belongs to right many
societies. He is a barber, but he does collection for the Samaritans,
His brother is minister at Bethel Church,

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) You dow’t think it is at all likely that either
Mr. Johnson or Mr. Harris would have told anybody that there was
any man in Government employ who had persuaded them not to go on
in this primary ?

WITNESS. Any man ?

Mr. BONAPARTE. Any man in Government employ ?

Wirngss. Do I think that?

Mr. BONAPARTE. You don’t think it is probable that they would give
any such information as that?—A. I don’t think they would: [ think
they are truthful men.

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT. Who asked you to go and see these gentle-
men?—A. No one at all); I meet with them every day of ry life; I was
raised with them.

Q. Nobody spoke to you about seeing them at all 7—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr BONAPARTE.) Were you present when Mr. Seaton had this
talk with* them 2—A. Wo had a ward meeting.

Q. And Mr. Seaton explained the matter2—A, Yes, sir; Mr. Seaton
explained the matter in the meeting.

Q. When was that ward meeting 2—A. That was last Monday night.

Q. Can you recollect in general terms what Seaton said then?—A.,
No, I don’t recollect everything he said, but he explained the situation,
and explained my situation, and how my appointment, was made and all,

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT) How is your appointment made 7—A. Well,
my appointment was made through the people in my ward, I was &
favorite with the people, with both sides; both factions favored me.

Q. Both the Henderson and the Johnson people 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the Henderson and the Johnson leaders recom mended your
appointment ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you were appointed on the recommendation of the colored
Republican element of your ward —A. Yes, sir; the colored element
in that ward.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Then, Mr. Wilson—of course we want to find
out—Mr. Roosevelt has had some information that there may be some
truth in, and he has asked me to come down and try and give him any
aid that I can to get some light on the matter. He couldn’t have got-
ten hold of a worse man that I am to assist him because of my lack ™
of knowledge of local Republican politics, but we want the trath, so
that there will be no injustice done to anybody. You are pretty sure
then that this explanation of Mr. Seaton to these friends of yours, Mr.
Johnson and Mr. Harris, was the cause of their going out of this con-
test ?—A. llere’s what the gentlemen said to me; I have been friendly
with all of them ever since I have been there at work, and I was try-
ing to persuade these gentlemen, as they said they were favorite to me
and wanted me to have the appointment, both sides of the question,
and ever since I have been here I have been urging them to support
me, because I didn’t want no split in our ward.

Q. You didn’t?—A. No, sir. Until last fall it seems as if this Mr.
Baumgartner down there, the State central committee man, he has

L
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been kicking down there for quite a while. Waell, he goes around and
get a lot of the colored young men down there—lots of them had been
voting the Democtatie ticket—and he calls a meeting, and at this meet-
ing he invites these gentleman, this Mr. Harris and Mr. Johnson, they
came around there and got into this meeting; they heard it was going
to be and they went there and captured the meeting, and they made
the leading people in it.
). (Mr. RoosEvELT). Was this a Henderson meeting #—A. Yes, sir;
well Henderson started it.
2 Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE). You say ever since you have been employed
‘ here you have been urging them to support you?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you a candidate for any place, or a delegate or anything of
that sort to this convention 2—A. No, sir.
Q. Then when you asked them to support you, you meant that they
should act with you in your political faction 2—A. Yes, sir; certainly.
Q. And finally you suceeeded, with the help of Mr. Seaton, in per-
suading them to do so?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know whether these two friends of yours, Mr. Johnson
and Mr. Harris, had refased to contribute to the expense of the pri-
A maries 2—A. Mr. Johnson and Mr. [arris? I dow’t know anything at
all about it. ’
Q. Do you know whether they did contribute finally 2—A. No, sir;
I don’t.
Q. Do you know anything about who did contribute to the primaries
in your ward #—A. No, sir.
Q. Well, there was, I suppose, some money collected for the prima-
ries 7—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Ifad this Mr. Seaton anything to do with the collecting it %—A.
No, sir.
Q. Had either of these other two anything to do with it ?—A. Har-
ris and Johnson ? No, sir; they hadiw’tanything to do with it.
Q. Nothing at all?2—A. No, sir.
Q. Now have you any idea who did contribute to the expenses down
there 2—A. Well there is some gentlemen who was office-holders,
Q. (Mr. RoosnviLT). Certainly; the office-holders?—A. Yes, sir;
we had a meeting to ourselves, you understand.
Q. The office-holders had a meeting themselves to contribute 2—A.
Yes, sir. i
Q’ (Mr. BONAPARTE). Now, were Mr. ITarris or Mr. Johnson present
at that meeting 2—A. No, sir.
. (). Was this confined to the office-holders; was anybody else there

~ except people who were in office?—A. That was all,
e b ® Q. About how many of you were there ?—A. There was about 7 of
o T us.

Q. About 7 office-holders; there are that many in this ward 7—A.
Oh, my ; there is 14. _
¢ A Q). The other 7 didw’t come ?—A. No, sir; they wasn’t there; [ think
they sent the money.

Q. Do you know who they sent it to 2—A. Well, we made a treasurer,
you know, amongst ourselves; in fact, gave it to one gentleman to
keep the money. .

Q). All of these people who attended the meeting gave it to one of
themselves, one of their own number?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are pretty sure they didn’t give it to either Mr. Harris or Mr.
Johnson 3—A. No, sir.
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Q. Who was it they gave it to 2—A. A gentleman by the name of Mr.
Martin.

Q. Is he a colored man 2—A. No, sir; heis a white man.

Q. Is he employed in this building 2—A. A. I think he is; yes, sir.

Q. In what capacity?—A. Ithink he is aletter carrier; I think heis.

Q. From what ward ; the third ward?—A. Yes, sir; the third ward.

Q. Now, you are pretty certain that neither Mr. Harris nor Mr. John-
son or this old gentleman, Mr. Seaton, had nothing to do with collect-
ing any money 2—A. Nothing at all ; no, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosEvELT,) What is the first name of Mr. Martin?—A.
Henry Martin, I think.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) He is a letter carrier from the third ward ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect when this meeting was held ?—A. I think it was
last Saturday a week.

Q. Well, was it only the people who belonged to the Johnson faction
that came to it, or did they all come ?—A. Well, I don’t know what
faction they arein; I don’t know anything about their faction. Iknow
we all met there and had a meeting.

Q. (Mr. RoosuvELT.) But they would not have been Ilenderson
men, would they -——A. T don’t think they were Henderson men, no, sir;
I dor’t think there were any Henderson men there.

Q. Because they were post-office employés 2—A. Well, there are Hen-
derson men in here. ,

Q. But these were all employés of the office here 2—A. Yes, sir, and
what part they take in politics I don’t know.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Now, you are quite satisfied that you are tell-
ing the truth, and while 1 ask you these questions I merely want to
make quite sure that we are not doing anybody any injustice. You
are pretty sure that neither of these two gentlemen, neither Mr, Harris
nor Mr. Johnson, was present at that meeting 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Can you tell us some of the people who were present %—A. There
was a gentleman there by the name of Mr. Mitchell; 1 donw’t know his
first name; he runs the elevator over here ; and another gentleman by
the name of Mr. Glass.

Q. Is he in the building too?—A. No, sir; he is at Johnson station.

Q. Well, is he in the Government employ %—A. Yes, sir; he is a
letter-carrier.

Q. Was this Mr. Martin present 2—A. Yes, sir; he was present.

Q. The man who took the money ?-—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, at that meeting was there anyhbody present who was not a
Government office-holder that you can remember 2—A. No; there was
a gentleman in the room.

Q. There was another gentleman in the room ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was he ?2—A. I think his name was Pether, or some name
like that. I think he was sitting at the table.

Q. Had he anything to do with running the meeting or collecting
the money ?—A. No, sir; not a thing in the world.

Q. The office-holders, as I understand you, agreed among themselves
how much money they ought to givé towards this primary %—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And they made Mr. Martin the treasurer 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it was confined to the office-holders from the Third ward 7—
A, Yes, sir; from the Third ward.

Q. And all that you know of eame from this post-office 2—A. Andone
gentleman ; they were not present at the meeting ; there was a gentle-
man from the custom-house.
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Q. Neither Mr. Johunson nor Mr. Ilarris is in the custom-house at
all 7—A. No, sir; they don’t hold any place. One is a barber.

Q. Who were these two men from the custom-house ; do you remem-
ber their names %—A. A gcntleman by the name of Charles B. Griftith,
he is a watchinan there, and another by the name of Jacob Button.

Q. You say they were not at the meeting 2—A. No, sir; they were
not at the meeting.

Q. Were they expected to come there and didn’t eome 7—A. Well, it
seemed like they couldn’t get off. One was at work; one was a night
watehman, and the other was a barber; this Griffith was a barber, and
he was at work on Saturday night.

Q. And when you had agreed among yourselves what you ought to
give on that oceasion, you gave it to one of your own number, and not
to an outsider 2—A. Yes, sir; one of our own namber.

Q. You are pretty sure of that %—A. Yes, sirj pretty sure.

Q. Now you are pretty certain that none of the office-holders from the
Third ward, so far as you know of, gave $5 apiece to any outsider ?—A.
No, sir; I am pretty sure of that.

Q. Was $5 the amount they were cach to give?—A. That was it;
yes, sir.

Q. You have already answered it two or three times, but I will ask
you the question again ; you are quite sure that neither Mr. Harris nor
Mr. Johuson had anything to do with getting $5 for anybody 2—A. No,
sir; I dow’t Lelieve they would accept $100 if it were offered to them
by anyone.

Q. This money that you raised i in that way, it wasn’t intended to buy
votes with, was it7—A. No, sir; it was just hpuad in the ward to pay
ticket-holders.

Q. And to have tickets printed and so forth, I judge 2—A. Yes, sir.

(). And for what other expenses was it%—A. That is the only ex-
penses ; printing tickets and ticket-holders.

Q. (Mr RooseviLT.) What are the ticket-holders 2—A. They get
$2 a piece.

Q. You pay the ticket-holders —A. Yes, sir; for working, helping
to poll the vote.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Was either of these men, Johnson or Harris,
employed as a ticket-holder, do you remember; are they going to be
employed as ticket-holders?—A. No, sir, they are not.

Q. The ticket-holders you have, I suppose, will belong to your face-
tion?—A. Some of them have voted with the others in the last primary.

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) But they will vote with you now ?—A., Yes,
sir; they come of their own consent.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) And this money which you raised was raised
from among the office-holders 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And 1t was given to one of your own number, and it was intended
to be used in the regulax expenses of the primary ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now we want to get this pretty straight, so that we can bring it
back on the person Who is guilty. You dldn’t give your #5 to Mr.
Johnson or Mr. Harris, that you say positively ”’—A No, sir.

Q. You did give it to Mr. Henry Martin ¥—A. Yes, sir, one of our
number.

Q. Now you say there was a man connected with the elevator; what
is his name ?2—A. 1lis name is Mr. Mitchell.

Q. You don’t know his first name?—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosuveL®.) Ishe a white man or a colored man ?—A. Heis
a white man,
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Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Did you see him pay his money *—A. No, sir;
1 didn’t see him pay his’; he told me he gave it to this Mr. Martin,

Q. You have no doubf about him telling youn the truth about that 2—
A. Well, he showed me $5 onenight, and the next morning he told me
he gave 1t to Mr. Martin. You see we didn’t give the money the first
time we had a meeting.

Q. You didn’t?—A. No, sir; that was afterwards. Some of them
were willing to give it then and didn’t give it.  Of course, I didn’thave
mine at that time.

Q. Do you recollect who were willing to give it at that time ?—A. T
don’t think anyone gave it, but we all a g’reed upon it.

Q. And now you have given us your namne and Mr, Mitchells, the ele-
vator man, and you have mentioned one or two others. You mentioned
the name of Mr. Glass?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was his first name —A, I think his name was Mr. Harry
Glass.

Q. He is a letter carrier 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any reason to know he gave his money to Mr. Martin,

or gave it to somebody else?—A., e told me he gave it to Mr. Martin,

Q. And now you have said there were seven present, Mr, Martin him-
selt, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Giass, and yourself; that makes 4. Do yon
remember who the other three were?—A. Well, I know their faces, but
don’t know their names. ]

Q. You know them by sight? You are pretty sure they were all peo-
ple employed about the office, and not outsiders?—A. No, sir; not out-
siders.

Q. This man Mr. Pether; who is he?

WirNess. Mr, Buttons, you mean ?

Mr. BONAPARTE. You told me that there was a man by the name of
Pether, or Pfelfer, present at the time ?

A. Mr. l’feﬁer, yes, sir,

Q. Who is he %—A. It was in the club room, a club called the Fair-

mount Club.

Q. Was it a club meeting %—A. No, sir; it was in the club room; it
wasn’t any meeting. e was sitting at the table in the room.

Q. That is the Republican club of the Third ward 2—A. Yes, sir; the
Fairmount Republican Club.

Q. (Mr. RoostveLT.) That is where you held your meeting ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. BonAPARTE.) And Mr. Pfeffer happened to be there, because
he was a member of the club 7—A. It just happened that way ; yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what he does 2——A. He is a can-maker by trade; he
used to be an insurance collector.

Q. e is not in any Government place now?—A. No, sir.

Q. You tell us that these two gentiemen, these two friends of yours,
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Harris, were made to see by this Jacob Seaton
that it was to your interest that they should come over to the other
side and work with your party —A. My interest and the interest of
the colored people; that is the remark he made in his speech.

. Now, by your interest, of course, he meant that you would be more
certain of retaining your present place? I suppose that was what he
meant ?—A. I judge so.

Q. Did you tell them anything about its being possible that you
would lose your place if they did ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You didn’t tell them that 2—A. No, sir.

Q. And you don’t know any one that did ¥—A. No, sir.

Mr. BONAPARTE, I think that will do.
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TESTIMONY OF W, A. MITCHELL.

W. A. MITCHELL testified as follows:

Q. What is your name ?—A. William A. Mitchell.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) What position do you occupy in this build-
ing?—A. I am the elevator man, sir.

Q. And you run that regularly ? —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you hold that under the postmaster or under Mr. Johnson as
custodian of the building 7—A. Indeed I couldn’t tell you. Mr. John-
?lqu. appointed me, you know. I signunder the superintendent of mails

ivision.
. Q. Then it is under the postmaster 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you a member of an organization called the Fairmount Club,
a Republican organization 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. Pfeiffer or Pether or Pféffer, or some such name

as that, connected with it 2—A. Yes, sir; I think I do. This gentle- ,

man you refer to is a can-maker, I think. He is a short, stout man.
Yes, sir; I haven’t been acquainted with him very long. :

Q. But you know that there is such a man and that he is a member
of "your elub?—A. Yes, sir; to the best of my knowledge.

Q. Now, do you remember attending a meeting, at least I don’t know
whether it was a formal meeting, but being present at that club about
a week ago, perhaps it may have been as long as 2 weeks ago, and
whether Mr. Pfeffer was present? Perhaps I may recall to your mind
that there was also present a man named Martin, a Mr. Henry Martin,
and a Mr. Harry Glass. I believe they are both letter carriers.—A. Yes,
sir; and Mr. Reed was there to.

(. What is his first name 2—A. Robert Reed ; he is foreign clerk;
assistant foreign clerk.

Q. (Mr. RooskveELT.) Employed here in the post-office 2—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) This man Robert Reed ; he was also present
you say, your fellow clerk 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now,at the meeting, first of all, did you meet together by appoint-
ment, or did you happen there together accidentally #—A. We all came
there by appointment.

Q. I am asking you rather catching sort of questions, but I dow’t
want to do anybody injustice by introduecing anybody’s name.—A. Just
speak out; speak it out; I assare you I want to give you as plain an-
swers as far as I ean remember.

Q (Mr. BONAPARTE.) But what we want to get at is this: Mr. Roose-
velt has received some information which may perhaps not be true ; you
know we very often hear of such things which are not true 2—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And he has asked me to come down here to help him try to ferret
it out. Now, at this meeting was this Mr, Pfeffer present? You recol-
lect his being there, I suppose #—A. Now, let me tell you something.
I don’t know whether his name is Pfeffer or not, but the gentleman [
refer to is a short, stont man; heis a can-maker, but whether his name
is Pfeffer or not, I conldn’t say.

Mr, RoosEVELT. That’s the man. :

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Well, he was there. Now, will you tell us,
as near as you can remember, what happenedat that meeting, at that
gathering %—A. Well [pause].
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Q. Was anything done about the primaries, in the first place, so as
to attract your attention —A. Well, we met there in regards to little
financial affairs. )

Q. Well, was that connected with the primaries 2—A. Well, not at
that time it wasn’t.

Q. Well, had this man Pfeffer anything to do with it 2—A. No, sir.

Q. He had not 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Did Pfefter take up any collection there 7—A. No, sir; no, sir.

Q. Well, was there any collection taken up there?—A. There was a
gentleman there by the name of—I can’t think of his name now—I
paid in my club dues, which is 50 cents a month; I think, by the way,
I handed him a dollar for ny clab dues. We have a club there which
is 50 cents a month, and I gave him my 50 cents; but as regards Mr.
Pfeffer, I did’t see him tale up any collection that I saw; I didn’t see
him take up any collection atall. Thatis the only money I saw change
hands there. 1 paid my dues and I think there was a couple of others
paid their monthly dues in the club.

Q. A couple of members?—A. Yes, sir; regular members. That is
the only money I saw change hands there. If you want to see my re-
ceipt, here it is. [Lxhibiting receipt.] I owed him a dollar and I paid
him 50 cents.

Q. This is the 31st of March; this 1s up to date?—A. Yes, sir; that
is up to date.

Q. Wa sthis one of the regular nights of the club, do you remember;
we would like to get that out?—A. I think it was Saturday a week; 1
think it was.

Q. Saturday 2—A. I think so, if I am not mistaken.

Q. Now you think it was Saturday?—A. Yes, sir; I think it was
Saturday a week.

Q. That would be the 14th of March ?-—A. I think it would, yes, sir.

Q. Now you say you met there on a little financial business, Was
that business confined to you gentlemen who were connected with the
office here, or had the others, such as Pfeffer, anything to do with it 2—
A. If he had, I didn’t see him have anything to do with it. I don’t
know him very well ; [Ldor’t go there but very seldom; I go there maybe
once in two weeks, you know, and that is all.

Q. Now did you agreeat that time, or did anyone there that you saw
there, you or any of the others, agree to pay Pfeffer any money ?

WiTNEss. Did we agree to pay him money ?

Mr. BuNAPARTE: Yes, for any purpose ?

Q. Did youagree to pay anybody any money ?—A. No, sir; we didn’t
agree to pay anybody any money at all.

Q. There was nothing said, I suppose there, about buying any votes
for the primarigs, was there 7—A. Not that I kuow of. I will tell youn
my opinion; when you can buy a man’s vote, he ain’t worth having a
vote.

Q. Of course we all know that there has to be some money raised for
primaries for legitimate expenses——A. I will tell you, gentlemen, this
is the first political job I ever held, and I am green aboutit; I am as
green as that door. I was in the candy business about 20 years before
I got this job—in the confectionery business.

Q. (Mr. RoosEveELT.) How did you come to get your present posi-
tion? Who was it recommended you, backed you?—A. James W.
Bates, the elevator man on President street.

Q. Is he a Republican ?—A. Yes, sir; old Mr. James Bates. TTis son
married my sister, and I have a brother a conductor on the Pennsyl-
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v:lmia Railroad, and these two spoke for me, and that is how I got the
place.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Now, we have already told you that you are
in no danger; there is nothing reflecting on you so far as we have been
informed ; at least, so far as Mr. Roosevelt has been informed; and we
are asking you these questions because we don’t want to do any injustice
to any one else.—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. ROOSLVELT.) "You say you paid $5 to Mr. Martin, a letter
carrier 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time was it that you paid that ?—A. I think it was the 20th
or Alst of the month.

Q. Was that when you drew your money you mean 2—A. No, sir.

Q). Well, all of the gentlemen there that night who were office-holders
agr oed to pay 85; is that the idea I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you come to that agreement, or those that agreed to pay
that much, how did they come to tlut uudgrstaudmg, do you recollect ;
it was to be for perfectly legitimate purposes, of course ?—A. Well, I
dov’t know. When we met there, one ot the gentlemen—of course, we
all knew what we went there for—

Q. You knew what you went there for #—A. Yes, sir; we had seen
one another oun the street and had been talking.

Q. What was it you met there for 7—A. To have a little money ; to
give a little money free gratis.

Q. For the primaries that are to take place next Monday ?—A. I
don’t know what they are going to do with the money, but 1 have an
idea that they were going to use it for the primaries; I don’t know; I
have only an idea, but it was given free gratis; it wasn’t an assessment
or anything like that.

Q. It was given perfectly free?—A. Yes, sir; yes, sir.

). You gentlemen who are connected with the post-office here, who
are oifice-holders, freely gave this money to Mr. Martin 7—A. Yes, sir;
just like we would give it to anybody clse.

Q. Precisely, and you agreed on $5 as the right sum, or how was that
ﬁxul ?2—A. Yes, sir; we agreed on $5.

Q. Was there any discussion about that there?

WirnNEss. About the $5 %

Mr. RoosuviLry. No, about seitling it; whether the snm should be
$5 or was that the sum all the employdés were paying 7—A. That I
couldw’t say ; we didw’t have any discussion about it that I remember
of.

Q). Mow did you happen to come to the conclusion that 85 would be
the right sum to give —A. Well, I don’t know how that was.

Q. Was Mr. Martin the treasurer, or how did he happen to receive
the money 2—A. No, sir; we just—we didn’t exactly appoint him, but

some one said, I don’t know who it was, but somebody says, ¢ Well, who -

shall it be %7 and somebody says, ¢ Mr. Martin; e will take it, » and
he said, “Yes, sir; I will take it.”

Q. 1)0 you Iu,olluct how that started; who it was that started the
talk about giving the money ?—A.. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Did you meet there for the purpose of settling about contribnting
for the legitimate cainpaign expenses; wasn’t that what you said 2—A.,
Let’s see—we met there for the purpose of donating some money.

Q. Donating some money with the view to the —— A. (Interposing.)
To the primaries; yes, sir,

Q. And had there been a formal call for that meeting ?—A. No more
than we would meet one another and say: * You kuow there’s going to
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be a meeting; you are coming down to the meeting to-morrow night,”
or something like that.

Q. Did you meet there every Saturday, or was this a specially called
meeting ?—A. I couldn’t say whether it was a specially called meeting
or not.

Q. Was it a specially called meeting of the whole club, or only just
of the officers 7—A. Just of the officers. :

Q. Just a special meeting of you gentlemen who are in office here 29— i
A. Yes, sir. ’

* Q. Only how many men did you say; 7 or 8 men were there present; -

7 or 8 office-holders?—A. I don’t know whether there were 7 or 8; I

dow’t know whether there were 7 or 8 of them there t;h.xt baturda;

night. oo
Q. Do you know Mr. Noah R. Pierson, who is the engmeer —A. €

Noah R. Pierson, the assistant engineer ? yes, siv.
Q. Do you know it he subscribed.his $5, too ?—A. Indeed, I couldn’t
say, Sir. B
Q. You can not tell that?—A. No, sir.
Q. But all of the employés generally, as far as you know, have sub-
seribed 85 7—A. I couldn’t say to that, whether they have or not. I
know of my own club that some have, but as far as the others are con-
| cerned I couldn’t tell you, sir.
Q. Isee; you know the employés of your own club; they have each
paid 85 9—A. I don't say they have; 1 dow't know whether they have
‘ paid it or not.
‘ : . You mean it has mutually been the agreement that they were to
pay ’—A. Yes, sir,
' Q. Who is it they were to pay it to?—A. I don’t know whether they ;
I were to pay it to Mr. Martin or not; that is who I paid mine to. b4
: Q. Did you get a receipt for it? —A. No, sir; because I gave it free
gratis, I think when my money is mine own I can give it where I want
to.

Q. Who of the letter carriers from the Third ward are members of
that Fairmount club, do you know 2—A. That I couldn’t tell you.

Q. Are there a good many post-office employés who are members of
that club?—A. I don’t know, sir, because 1 have ouly been in there
about 5 months myself, and, just as 1 tell you, it is very seldom I go
there.

Q. But you know that there are a considerable number of the em-
ployés of the post: office members of that club ?—A. Tlu,u, are some few %
of them; yes, sir. ?

¥

; Q. Are they the leading active members of the ¢lub 2—A. No, sir.
“ Q. You did not receive, of course, a hint from any member to con- ¥
tiibute 7—A. No, sir,

Q. But simply of your own free will#—A. I gave it just the same as
I would give it to a beggar that would come along, and I wanted to
give it to them. I felt so disposed to put my money out that way, and
1 done it.

Q. And Martin—what is his first name %—A. I dow’t know his first
‘ name; I think itis Henry; 1 think so, I am not positive.
( Q. { think so too. You don’t know of anyone else giving his money
| to Martin ?—A. I didn’t see anyone else give him money.
‘ Q. As T understand, nobody gave him money that night 2—A. No,
sir.

Q. Nobody gave any money to Pteffer at all, as I understand it 7—A.
I bave been trying to think of that gentleman’s name., Of course,
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paying the club dues, you know. No, sir; I dow’t think any person
gave him any.

Q. The gentleman to whom you paid your club dues, is he a post-
office employé ?—A. No, sir; he is one of the best workers in the club.
He is collector for the Broadway street cars; a young fellow about 21

“years old.

Q. He hasn’t got any political position then ?—A. No,sir. We have
45 or 55 or 65 members, I think, down in that clab.

Q. You wouldw’t have any idea of how many of these were Govern-
ment employés ?—A. Let’s sce—you mean here in the post-office ?

Q. And in the custom-house and in the iuternal revenune; any-
where 2—A. 1 think there is, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
about 12; there may be 14, You might put it 10, but I ‘think there is
more than 10; I think so.

Q. Well, then, only about one- quarter or one- -fifth or somewhere
about that are Government employés 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the others don’t have any connection with the Government
at all?—A. No, sir. Some are can-makers and some are in the coal
business, and so forth.

Q. (Mr, BoNAPARTE.) But that little meeting held in the room was
a meeting, merely, of office-holders called there to contribute and settle
about contributions for the primaries 7—A. Yes, sir.:

Q. Isthat club, the Fairmount elub, especially in the interest of Mr.
Johnson; does it especially belong to the Johnson faction, or are there

7some of that faction and some of the others in therc?—A. Now, that T

can not tell you, because I don’t know every member in there; I only
kunow some few. I vouch to say of the 65 members there, I don’t know
many, I know most of their faces; but 1 don’t know more than 18 or 20
of them out of the whole club, because I don’t visit there much.

Q. Do you know whether this man Pfeffer, or whatever his name is,
is a supporter of Mr. Johuson, or belongs to 'the Johnson faction — A.
That I couldn’t tell you, sir. I can not tell you, because on that subject I
never had any talk with him about it.

Q. (Mr. RoosEvELT.) What is the name of the assistant foreign
clerk %—A. Mr. Robert Reed.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Is that man DPfeffer a man you think wllose
word you could rely on at all?—A. Well, 1 am going to tell you one
thing. 1 thinkI have met Mr. Pfeffer onlv about three times in my life,
to my knowledge. When I first joined the clul, he came down to my
Lhouse and introduced himself, and I met hun twice after that, but I
I don’t know anything about him.

Q. You don’t know how far he is a truthful man ?—A. All I can tell
vou is he seems to be a gentleman, and these two or three times I have
met him he has always treated me like a gentleman.

Q. You are not to understand what we are saying against him. I
am only asking these questions about him. Then your subscription of

“$5 was given, you are pretty sure, to this man Martin, and was not

given them at all 7—A. No, sir; it was not given up to the club; no,
Sir.

Q. And you are pretty sure that it was Martin you gave it to, and not
Pfefter or any outsider ?—A. No, sir; it was Martin, sir.

Q. And there wasn’t any idea of using that money for buying up
votes, was there; that was never talked over in the club, was it 7—A.
Not to my knowledge.

Q. I mean when you were present, of course.—A. No, sir
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! Q. It was to be used in the legitimate expenses at the primaries 7—

y A. That is what I thought; yes, sir.

‘ Q. And by legitimate expenses you mean printing tickets and for
ticket holders?—A. Yes, sir; and room, men, and such as that; of
course these things have got to be paid.

Q. And there wasn’t any idea, 50 far as you know, on anybody’s part
of buying anybody’s vote at all ".l—-—A. No, sir; I don’t remember of any-
thing having been said in my presence. They had apother meeting

. after that that I wasn’t present at; I didn’t go at all.

Q. Who do you mean by they 1A, The club had another meeting.

Q. Now, when was that 7—A. Let’s see—I think it was the following
Wednesday after the Saturday I was there; the following Wednesday
or Saturday; I couldn’t say.

Q. I want to ask you oune thing more. You know two colored men
in that ward called C. H. Jobhnsen and R. H. Harris? One of them is a
barber and the other is an insurance solicitor, I think.—A. Well, I

| will tell you, gentlemen; I might know them and talk to then, but I

don’t know thieir names at all.

Q. Were there any colored men present at that time when vou and
Martin and Pfeffer and the others were there 7—A. Yes, sir; there was
one there—one colored man.

i Q. Do you remember his name 2—A. He works here in the building;

‘ he is a tall, smooth-faced man, I think. I don’t kunow whether he is

Jjanitor or (,ustodlan

Q. It wasn’t either of these two men ; you are pretty certain®it was
neither Johnson nor Harris?—A. No, sir.

Q. These two men are not in Government employ at all?—A. No,
§ir; they were not there. There was only one I saw there, and that
was the only colored man that was there.

Q. There are some colored men belong to that club who are not in
Government employ, are there not 7—A. ’J‘hat I couldn’t answer.

Q. Do you know an old man named Jacob Seaton, an old colored
man?—A, No, sir.

T,

.

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE W. SEARS.

GEORGE W. SEARS testified as follows:

; Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) How long have you been letter-carrier?—A. I
‘ was appointed on the 18th of Au O“llbt
. Q. Of last August %—A. No, sir; August, 1889.
’ Q. (Mr. Rooseverr.) Through our civil serviee examination %—A.
i Yes, sir. Postmaster Brown appoiuted me ; that is he reappointed
' mes3 he turned me out and reappointed me. -
Q. When were you originally appointed #—A. I was appointed under
Colonel Adreon ; I think it was in August; then I was appointed and
stayed in under Posbmabter Veazy and 1’ostmabtu Brown, and he—I
really actually forget the date—but I worked on that dlstu(/c for 16
- years, and then it was found out that I was inefficient, and I was dis-
missed to improve the efficiency of the service.
Q. And you were reinstated 2—A. Yes, sir; so I took an examina-
! tion last February a year and passed, I believe 87, and they appointed
four or five of us old carriers that he dismissed ; he appointed us from
the examination, and I had to take a substitute again and start at the
bottom of the list.
Q. Although you were dismissed to improve the efficiency of the
force?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. But that was not a bar to your appointment by the same post-
master #—A. No, sir; I dow’t think so. I hadaletter here. After my
dismissal I got a letter from the Postmaster General when I asked for
the charges made against me, and he told me [ was discharged to im-
prove the efficiency of the service, although at the same time the car-
rier that was put there that succeeded me—there was two of them that
worked it for a while—and there was a letter addressed to Mrs. H. G.
Stewart, southwest corner of Iloffman and McCulloh streets and this
carrier left the letter at Mrs. Stewart’s, southeast corner of McCulloh
and Preston streets.

Q. And it was to improve the efficiency of the service that the sub-
stitution of him, after your dismissal, was made?—A. Yes, sir. So the
party who got the letters gave them to me and wanted me to send
them to Washington. I told him it wouldn’t do me much good, and
the postmaster went to work and put these in an official envelope and
put an immediate stamp on it and sent it up by another earrier, and
wrote a tote to the party explaining it, and signed it ¢ Frank Brown,
Postmaster.”

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Do you know a man by the name of Fred-
erick Hammond %—A. Yes, sir; I know Mr. Hammond.

Q. What is his business?7—A. I don’t know what he does.

Q. Is he in the Government employ any way ?—A. Not to my knowl-
edge; I don’t think he is,

Q. He is interested in Republican polities, isn’t he, actively 2—A. He
is a Republican,

Q. Doesn’t he profess to be very much interested in the inside Re-
publican politics 2—A. Well, 1 couldn’t answer that particularly; I
know ke is a Republican, and I believe he was in this place at one time;
I think; I am not positive about it.

Q. You mean that he was at one time in the post-office 7—A. I think
he was watchman here or something,

Q. How long ago was that 2—A. I think he was here until they made
the reduction. :

Q. Then he lost his place?—A. Yes, sir; I think he was here up
until that time; I don’t know how long he was in, though.

Q. Do you know whether heisa man who would for any reason have
any sort of grudge or ill fecling against Postmaster Johnson ?—A. No,
sir; I don’t know as he is. )

Q. Do you know whether he is a man of good character ?2—A. I be-
lieve so, as far as I know,

Q. Do you know whether he is a truthful sort of man ?—A. Yes, sir;
I think so.

(). Youthink heisaperson on whose information one could rely 2—A.
I think so; yes, sir. I have known him a good while; some 7 or 8
or Y years. ‘

(. Do you know whetlher, in the approaching primaries that are going
to be held next Monday, this man Hammond is protessing to take a
great deal of interest as a {friend of Mr. Johnson’s 2—A. Well, I have
scen him at meetings they held in the ward.

Q. Do you think that he has really been working on the side he pre-
tends to be, or says he is, or that there is any possibility of his not tell-
ing the truth ?—A. Indeed, I could not tell you that.

Q. Now, do you know of this Mr. Hammond collecting any money
among Government employés '—A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.

Q. Did he cver get any from you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Not for any puapose at all 2—A, No, sir; none whatever.

Q. And you say that he was in the employ ¢f the Government until

1156 3
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the last reduction took place?—A. Yes, sir; I think he was. I never
saw him here; I heard somebody say some time ago that he was in
here, and had got out again; that, 1 believe, was in the postmaster’s
room ; I am not positive about it.

Q. Got out after what ?—A. After this reduction was made.

Q. There isn’t any other Sears who is a letter-carrier here, is there 2—
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, you don’t know, you say, of Hammond collecting any money
for any purpose at all from anybody lately %—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know a Mr. John L. Buckingham Y—A. There is a Buck-
jngham, a filing clerk; I don’t know what his name is, but I think his
name is Alfred or Albert.

Q. You don’t know any man by the name of John L. Buckingham;
perhaps that may be a mistake.—A. There is one here, a filing clerk;
some calls him Al. Buckingham.

Q. Mr. Sears, isv’t it a fact that there has been a collection made
very recently ?

Mr. BONAPARTE. Perfectly voluntary.

A. Not as I know of.

Q. (Mr.BoNAPARTE.) Haven’t a large numberof the employés given
$5 apiece 7—A. Indeed I can not answer that question.

Q. Haven’t you given any ?#—A. No, sir; 1 haven’t; you have my
word of honor, I have not contributed one cent.

Q. (Mr. RoosgEveLt.) Haven’t you been asked —A. No, sir.

Q And nobody has hinted to you 4——A. No, sir,

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You are quite clear that this man Hammond
dldn’t ask you for any money ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you don’t know of his asking or getting any money from any-
body else 2—A. No, sir. I saw Mr. IHammond several nights that they
had meetings of the ward, and that is about all.

Q. What ward is that 2—A. The Thirteenth ward.

Q. Now, at these meetings did you see him solicit any money or col-
lect any money ; at any of these mectings 2—A. No, sir.

Q. I anderstand you to say that so far as you know Hammond is a
respectable man and a truthful man ?—A. I think he is; to my knowl-
edge I think he is.

Q. And that, although he bas lost his place, you don’t think he has
any cause to have a grudge against the postmaster 2—A. I do not think
50, Sir.

’Q,. (Mr. RoosEVELT). This club in the ward that you speak of, what
is its name ?—A. The Thirteenth Ward Republican Club ; the Harrison
and Morton Club.

Q. It is composed mainly of office-holders %—A. No, sir; no, indeed.

Q. There are only a few office-holders in it ?—A. 1 don’t know how
many office-holders are in it,

Q. And at the approaching primaries there is a fight on, on Mon-
day 2—A. There is a division.

Q. Between the Ilenderson and Johuson factions #—A. Yes, sir; -
that is about it.

Q. Of course the post-office employés are all interested in the suceess
of the Johnson element %—A. Yes, sir; certainly.

Q. Have they been banding together to make their friendship for
bim of service in any way %—A. I can notsay; in fact, 1 haven’t been
around there scarcely any; only I know at one time I belonged to the
club; I was a member of the club before I was in here, and they got
to w mn«rlmg down there once and 1 got disgusted and came out, and
T haven’t been in the club since.
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN L. SHIELDS,

Joun L. SHIELDS testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. RoosuveLT.) What is your position 2—A. I am a letter-car-
rier.

Q. When were you appointed 2—A. I was appointed last March a
year ago.

Q. From our civil-service examination %—A. I was appointed as an
ex-soldier.

Q. A reinstatement 7—A. A reinstatement; yes, sir.’

Q. What ward do you hail from ?—A. The Fourteenth ward,

Q. What is the Republican association in that ward 2—A. There are
two associations ; two clubs.

Q. One Johnson and one Henderson 2—A., Yes, sir.

Q. Which clab do you belong to ?—A. I dow’t belong to either of
them.

(. You occupy a nonpartisan position %~—A. I am put in here as an
old soldier; I came in here appointed first by Andrew Dennison when
he was postmaster; I served in his regiment and was wounded at the
same time he lost his arm, and so, of course, I was known to him.

Q. You are not a member of either association 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you a member of the Republican party ¥—A. Yes, sir; I am,
in all that its name implies.

Q. Will you put your vote in next Monday 2—A. That T don’t know,
whether I will be allowed to vote or not; L don’t suppose there will be
any objeetions to a man voting; I don’t know as I can take a partin it.

Q. 1 mean you are well known enough as a Republican to go there
and vote %—A. Oh, yes, sir; 1 am well known in the ward.

Q. There wouldn’t be any trouble on the part of the Ilenderson fac-
tion to bar youout ?—A. Idow’t know as there would.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Do you know a Mr. Frederick Hammond ?2—A.
Yes, sir; I think I do.

Q. What sort of business is he in now ?—A. T can not tell yon now.
I know him solely, and that is all. I know him the same as I know
you, Mr. Botaparte ; 1 know you when I see you, and that is about all.

Q. He was at one time employed in this building 2—A. [ think he
was at one time in the custom-house ; I dow’'t know whether he is in there
now or not. I don’t know what ward he belongs in; he used to belong
in the Thirteenth ward, but I dow’t know now where he belongs.

Q. Is there a Mr. John IE. Buckingham employed here %—A. T think
there is.

Q. In what capacity 2—A. 1really couldn’t tell you. Iamnotin this
office. I belong to the station at Baltimore and Gilmore streets, and of
course I don’t know much about what is going ou here.

Q. Now, we will not detain you much longer. Do you know of any
contributions of money towards the expenses of the approaching pri-
maries being made among the oflicials here ¥—A. No, sir; 1 do not.

Q. (Mr. RooseveLt.) Perfectly voluntary, of course?—A., Well, 1
dow’t know of any in the department at all.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Have you yourselt contributed anything7—A.
I have, sir. ~ '

Q. Who was it that asked you for your contribution ?—A. The ex-
ccutive of the ward, Mr. Jas. H, Marriott; he is not in the department
at all,

R —— S ——— A— _— - .
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Q. Does this Mr. J. K. Buck come from your ward?—A. Yes, sir;
the Fourteenth ward.

Q. Have you had any conversation with him on the subject of con-
tributions 2—A. Nothing at all in the world.

Q. Have you seen anything of this Mr. Hammond in connection with
them ?—A.. No, sir,

Q. Where was it that you paid your contribution to Mr. Marriott 7—
A. I left it at his house.

Q. You left it at his house ?—A. Yes, sir; part of it I gave to him
at one time and part I left at his house.

Q. It was $5, I suppose?— A. Yes, sir; that is what I gave.

Q. (Mr. RooseVELT.) Was $5 the amount thatevery one paid —A.
That I couldn’t tell you.

Q. Was there any agreement about it 7—A. No, sir; 1 don’t know
as there was any agrecment.

. When did he make the request of you; did he write it or did he
make it of you in person?—A. I got a little note from him.

Q. You got a little note from him, probably snch as he wrote to
all %—A. I don’t know; I suppose he wrote it to others; I haven’t any
idea, of course.

Q. You got a little note from him asking you for a subscription?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did he specify the amount in it ?—A. No, sir.

Q. As the customary subscription¥—A. No, sir; there was no speci-
fied amount in it.

Q. Where did you receive that note ?—A. At my house, my residence.

Q. He just wrote you a note at your house, asking you for some
money, and you gave him $52—A. Yes, sir.

Q. As far as you know have the employés generally paid or not 2—
A, That I couldn’t tell you; I don’t know.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Ilas there been any meeting or gathering of
the employés of your ward to consider the question of how much they
should give or whether they should give anything 4—A. 1 believe there
was.

Q. Where did that take place ?—A. It took place on Carrolton ave-
nue. »

Q. At either of these clubs that you have mentioned 2—A., No, sir.

Q. At a private house ¥—A. Yes, sir; at a private house.

Q. At a private house of one of the employés?—A. Indeed, I couldn’s
tell yon whether he is or not.

Q. Were you present at the meeting 2—A. I was ; yes, sir.

Q. Canyou remember about who was there ; T dow’t inean everybody,
but as near as you can recollect ?——A. Well, this Mr. Buckingham was
there ; Iremember him being there, and Mr. Marriott.

Q. (Mr. RooseEveLT.) What is Mr. Buckingham’s position 2—A., 1
don’t know what position he holds. He used to be here—one of the night
superintendents here—Dbut what position he holds now I don’t know.

Q. He is in the office 2—A. Yes, sir; on night duty, I think.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Was a Mr. Boulden present 7—A. Yes, sir, .

Q. And was there a Mr. McCormick there 3—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Did Mr. Buckingham preside at that meeting %—A. No, sir; 1
think not. Mr. Marriott presided. e was the executive of the ward,
and he presided then. There was noregular organization of the meet-
ing; they just met there and had a little talk, I believe.

Q. And was there any discussion then as to how much that each
should give, or how much they should give, or anything of that sort?—
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A. I believe there was something said in regards to what they wonld
give, and it seems to ran in my mind that there was some talk about it.

Q. 1t was made up of these employés of this office who came from
the Fourteenth ward, wasw’t it?—A. There were a number of them, I
believe, who were employés, that is, of this office, and some of them
that were not.

Q. Were there some there from any other public office; some from
the custom-house 2—A. Well, yes, sir; I believe there was. ,

Q. T believe I understood you to say that this Mr. IIammond hadn’t
anything to do with it?7—A. Ile wasn’t there; he wasn’t there, that is,
if I know the man at all, which I think I do. Tle wasn’t there that
afternoon; at least I didn’t see him. If he was there, he was there
before 1 got there. .

Q. What sort of a man is Hammond as to character; is he a man of
a good reputation 2—A. Well, to tell you the truth, 1 don’t know but
very little about the man. -

Q. I am only asking in the interest of justice. I want to try to find
out something about him.—A. Well, T have always taken him to Le a
very nice sort of man, the littie that I have come in contact with him.

Q. Do you know of any reason to suppose that he was not a trath-
ful man ?—A. No, sir; I never heard anything against his truthfulness.

Q. He is connected with the Johnson faction, as they generally call -
it in the party 2—A. Now, you are toohard for me; Idon’t really know.,

Q. He is not the sort of man, I suppose, who would profess to be
connected with one faction when he was really friendly to the other;
do you think he is?—A. Well, sir, as I said before, I know very little
about the man. I just managed to speak as I passed him on the street,
and I never had any conversation with the man in my life. That is
about all I know of him. I donw’t think Mr. Hammond lives in the
ward. ’

Q. In the Fourteenth ward2—A. I don’t think he does. I know he
used tolive in the Thirteenth ward when he lived on German street; that
was near Fremont. Then he lived in the Thirteenth ward; but where
he lives now I couldn’t tell you.

Q. You say at this meeting it was agreed or talked over as to how
mnch money should be given, Now, was there anything said about
who it should Dbe paid to 7—A. It was paid to Mr. Marriott.

Q. And that was the understanding 2—A. Yes, sir; that was the
understanding.

Q. And that was what you did?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosuvELT) You say that they were mainly office-holders
at that meeting ?—A. I believe a great number of them were.

Q. Were there any outsiders, nonoffice-holders, except Mr. Mar-
riott 2—A. Yes, sir; Mr. Marriott wasn’t an office-holder.

Q. But were they all office-iolders or active RKepublican workers in
that district %—A. Yes, sir, I think they were.

Q. Did you meet there by invitation 7—A. Yes, sir; we had notes to
meet there.

Q. Who sent these notes 7—A. Mr. Marriott; they were signed by
Mr. Marriott, and I supposed he sent them.

(). He sent to all the employ¢s from that ward where to meet him ?—
A. I don’t know who he sent to; but I do know that I got one; but
who else, I really don’t know. 1 know some of the employés of the
office were not there that I am personally acquainted with, that live in
the Fourteenth ward.

Q. Are they Democrats 2—A. No, sir; not Mr. MeCormick,
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Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) He wasn’t there ?—A. No, sir; he wasn’t

v there?

Q. What is his first name?—A. His name is John McCormick.

Q. (Mr. RoOSEVELT.) \What day did this meeting take place 7—A.
Last Monday night or Tuesday night, it seems to me; I think it was
either Monday night or Tuesday night, Monday night, I think.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Are you pretty sure that Mr. McCormick was
not there 2—A. If he was I did not see him ; I am very well acquainted
with him.

Q. Mr. McCormick has contributed, hasn’t he 2—A. Not as I know of;
I think not.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. BOULDEN.

Joun W. BOULDEN testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Were you present at a meeting held some-
where on Carrolton avenue, some time about Monday or Taesday last,
at which there was a discussion regarding the amount of contributions
that different persons were to make towards the expenses of the prima-
ries?—A. I was at a meeting; I was notified to come to a meeting, but
it was merely they wanted a little money, I believe, towards ticket-
holders, or something of that kind, but I don’t know that there was
anybody in particular asked to contribute at all, any office-holder or
anything of that kind.

Q. Well, these ticket-holders were at the approachirg primaries 7—
A. I presume that is what it is.

Q. Who presided at that meeting 2—A. The executive of the ward
was there.

Q. Was he a gentleman named Marriott 2—A. That’s his name ; yes,
sir; I presume it was Marriott; he was the one, L think, that is execu-
tive. :

Q. Now, did he receive any money on that occasion, do yon know 7—
A. There was some money paid there, and I think it went to him ; I am
not sure; I came there a little late for the meeting.

Q. To whom did you pay your subscription ?*—A. I just laid it down
on a stand that was there; the parties were in there, and 1 laid it down
on the stand there.

Q. It disappeared, T suppose 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Who was at the stand beside Mr. Marriott;

vas Mr. Buckingham at the stand ?—A. No, sir, he wasn’t; if he was
sitting near the stand I don’t know now.
Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Ile was at the meeting, wasn’t he ?—A. Yes,
siT.

Q. And was Mr. Shields there, who bas just testified 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any employés of the custom-house there that you
know of 2—A. There may have been; there were several in the room
that I didn’t know, sir; if there were, I didn’t know them.

Q. (Mr. RooseEvirt.) The meeting was composed of office-holders
and Republican workers 2—A. There were some few office holders there
and some private citizens there; the meeting was not composed exclu-
sively of office holders.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Was there a man there named Hammond ?—
A. There may have been; Idon’t know him by that name.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Hammond ?—A. 1 know one
man by the name of Ilammond, but he is in the Thirteenth ward ; he
hasn’t anything to do with it there,
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Q. But he wasw’t there 9—A. No, sir; I will guaranty that; the
man that you have reference to.

Q. Is his name Irederick Hlammond, the man that you know 2—A. T
disremember what his first name is, but he was in the Thirteenth ward.
e used to be in the Fourteenth ward before the redistricting, but he
wasn”oliln the room, the man I have reference to, because I know bim
too well.

Q. Was he at one time in Government employ and afterwards lost
his place #—A. Yes, sir; the one I have reference to.

Q. Now, what sort of a man is this Mr. Hammond; T mean is he a
respectable and truthful sort of man ?—A. I have always looked upon
him as a very truthful man as far as I know, .

Q. Do you know which side he takes in this contest ; which side he
ison?--A. I do not, sir.

Q. He is not a sort of man, you don’t think, that would really be on
one side and profess to be on the other, is he, from the little that you
know of him #—A. Well, politics is pretty tricky and I coaldn’t say. I
have played politics in the ward long before the civil service, and 1 know
things are pretty tricky; they were pretty tricky then, but they have
got to be a little better; they are not quite so much so now.

Q. Is he a man on whose opinion you would rely as trustworthy ?—
A. T can trust him, sir, the gentleman 1 know, if- he is the same gentle-
man I know. I think heis a very truthful man, as far as Ikunow, in
business transactions ; butof course when it comes to politics it may be
somethlng else, but he has been a very square man as far as I know.

Q. But this man, he was not present at the Fourteenth ward meet-
ing 2—A. I didn’t see him there, sir.

(. And as far as you were concerned you put your contribution on the
desk, and where it went, you are not able to say from your present
knowledge ?2-—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoostvELT.) Why did you happen to put down $5 exactly —
A. Ididn't suppose we had to put down that exactly, bécause there was
no assessment at all. .

Q. Why did everyone put down that sum ?—A. That I don’t know;
I seen that was what they were giving, and 1 gave $5 too.

(). Who wrote to you to come to that meeting?—A. It was my ward
executive.

Q. This man Marriott ?2—A. Mr. Marriott, yes, sir.

Q. Did he 'write to your house or here?—A. I don’t come to this
office; it was a suboftice where he wrote to me; I got it at the office.

Q. Was it addressed to you at the office?—A. No, sir; it was ad-
dressed to my house number, and I think it was thrown in my box.

Q). Addressed to you at your house?—A. Addressed to my house
and thrown in my box at the office where 1 get my letters.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. McCORMICK.

Joun W. McCorMICK testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. RoosrveLT.) You are aletter-carrier ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. When were you appointed ?— A, Well, I will have to explain that.
T entered the railway mail service in April, and came to this office by
way of transfer. ) )

(). Aprilof what year ?—A. Immediately after President Harrison’s
inauguration. )

Q. Prior to the civil examination?—A. No, sir.




40 VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW.

Q. During the examinations ?—A. No, sir; I went in the day before
the service went under the ¢ivil service.

Q. You wereone of the fortunate ones 7—A. I was unfortunate going
in that service; I injured myself, and perhaps would be better off if I
hadn’t gone in there.

Q. You belong in the Fourteenth ward ?—A.. Yes, the fifth precinct.

Q. Do you belong to either of these Republican clubs; and if so, to
which of them 2—A. At present I belong to neither one.

Q. One, I understand is a Henderson club, and one a Johnson club 79—
A, Well, you may say so.

Q. That is what your predecessors have testified ; that they represent
the two factions which will contend at the primaries on Monday ?—A.
Yes, sir; but I am between two millstones up there ; neither one of them
trusts me.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) I need not keep you very long; but I only
have a question or two to ask you. Were you present at a meeting in
the Fourteenth ward about a week ago?—A. No, sir; I received a
notice of one signed James H. Marriott, but I didn’t have any business
with Mr. Marriott and I didn’t go.

Q. Have you contributed any money towards the expenses ot the pri-
mary election 7—A. Of the primary, no, sir. '

Q. Or any expenses of any kind ?-—A. No, sir. Nobody has asked
me and I haven’t contributed a cent.

Q. Nobody has asked you?—A. Neither one of them ; they will not
ask me up there.

Q. Do you know a man named Hammond 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is his name Frederick Hammond ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. What sort of a man is he 7—A. Now, Mr. Bonaparte, some years
ago,away back before I began to be active in polities, Mr. Hammond—
now this is not my own knowledge, but I have heard it said that Mr.
Hammond was a Know-nothing, and was a pretty tough man, but this
last 6 or 8 years he has joined the church and, as far as [ know, was a very
clever man. I never heard anything against him since. When he was
a Know-nothing, I have heard that he was a pretty tough man, and
that kind of talk, but I don’t know anything about it of my own knowl-
edge.

Q. And you say he has joined the church 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What church is he a member of?—A. The Union Square Metho-
dist Chuarch, I suppose; I see him going there Sundays and nights.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) He was at one time in the Government em-
ploy, wasn’t he 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And lost his place afterwards, recently. I don’t mean through
any fault of his, but he did, as a matter of fact, lose his place ?—A. 1
heard that, yes, sir; but I don’t know it of my own knowledge.

Q. Do you think he is a truthful sort of man?—A. I never heard his
veracity questioned. I should say since Mr. Hammond has joined
church, as far as my observation has been, he lives a very consistent
life. He had thereputation of being right tough when he was a Know-
nothing, but that has been a long time ago, you know, and you have
to give a man a chance for repentance,
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES 1. WEBBER.,

JAMES I.. WEBBER testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. RooskveELT.) You are a letter carrier 7—A. Yes, sir; I was
appointed 1st of May, 1390,

Q. Through our civil-service examination ?—A. Yes, sir; Mr. Brown
appointed me, and I was promoted when Mr. Johnson came in; that
is, May 1st.

Q. You mean 1889 ?2—A. Last year, 1890.

Q. Mr, Johnson has been in more than a year 2—A. He came in in
Mareh, or the latter part of February, about a year he has been in.

Q. And you were appointed by Mr. Brown?—A. Yes, sir; in July,
about 6 months previous to that, or 9 mouths previous to that.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) What ward do you come from ?—A, The Sev-
enth ward.

Q. How much, if anything, have you contributed to the expenses of
this primary election, this approaching primary ?—A. Nothing; I am
going to contribute.

Q. You have not as yet 2—A. I am going to contribute.

Q. (Mr. RoosevELT.) You have not contributed 2—A. I have con-
tributed partly, and 1 am going to contribute some more.

Q. Five dollars is the total amount you were to contribute, isn’t it 2—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much have you contributed #—A. I have contributed the
whole amount.

Q. And are you going to contribute more than that?—A. Yes, sir;
some more. I am going to use my own discretion about that.

Q. Did everyone contribute $5?—A. I don’t know anything about
that.

Q. Do you know whether anybody else has contributed at all 2—A.
No, sir; I gave my to Charles A. Allard.

Q. Is he over in your ward ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is his business ?—A. Ile is a carpenter by occupation; he
was our candidate for the couneil.

Q. He is not in Government employ —A. No, sir.

Q. Is he a Republican 7—A. Yes, sir; certainly.

Q. How did you happen to be appointed under Mr. Brown if you
were a Republican 2—A. When I took the examination there was no-
body taking examinations but Republicans.

Q. Then that was after the Presidential election 7—A. Yes, sir; Feb-
ruary after the election, of course. I.stood 91 on the list and Mr.
Brown felt it compulsory to take me.

Q. Did you tell anybody that you understood that every carrier was
to give $5 towards the primaries, do you remember ?-—A. No, sir; I
did not. I recollect saying to Mr. Dick Loane, of the Stone Club in
my ward, that I was going to give $5 and probably more; he and I
have been friends, and I said that to him, but nobody has approached
me in the office or out of the office. Amongst my fellow carriers I told,
probably, that I was going to give.

Q. What was the purpose for which this was to be used 7—A. I sup-
pose to give the boys a good time for this work they do, so they might
enjoy themselves. On Thursday night we had beer and a supper over
there to treat the workers.

Q. And you did tell this Mr. Loane?—A. I think that is the only
one; of course he is a fellow employé, at least he was. He resigned
the other day ; he got a better position
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Q. Does he belong to your faction or to the other side?’—A. Tram a
Republican. 1 don’t believe in either faction. I contribute to both
clabs, Mr. Stone’s club and to Mr. Johnson’s club. 1 don’t believe in
faction fights at all.

Q. Now, whatis the gentleman’s name who you say you told this to?—
A. Mr. Loane.

Q). And is he identified with the Stone club %—A. Yes, sir; I believe
he is.

Q. And that is of the Henderson faction?--A. Well, now, I believe
the leading members are, but as far as the membership is concerned it is a
very strong club, a club of 400 or 500 members, and I suppose they are
divided ; I don’t know.

Q. And you you are pretty sure you haven’t told anyone else 2-—A.
No, sir; only Mr. Loane., Tknow I talked to him because he was a
fellow employé in the office.

Q). Do you know anyone else having paid money besides yourself 2—
A. No, sir; no one else said a thing. This man, Mr. Allard, I went to
him becaunse I knew him; and I wanted to contribute to the party’s
success.

Q. But this hasn’t anything to do with the party’s success; this is
only a fight at the primaries.—A. I supposeitis a fight at the primaries,
but I would contribute to anybody else; I would contribute to Mr. Stone’s
club. I have contributed to both clubs, I have helped to furnish the
room, and so on. I think that’s my own business, too.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Was this contribution of $5 given to Mr.
Allard; 1 mean did he receive the money ¥—A. I gave it to him in
person.

Q. And he is the ward executive %—A. No, sir; he holds no position
in the ward whatever; he is just a private individual; just a man well
known in the ward.

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) Where did you give him that?—A. I don’t
think that’s a fair question to ask me. I gave it to him at a residence.

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) At his residence ?~—A. No, sir; not his resi-
dence.

Q. At yours %—A. No, sir; 1 decline to answer that question.

Q. Why is it that you don’t want to answer it ¥—A. Well, I think it
is a private affair, Mr. Bonaparte, can’s I go to a place and give a man
my own money ¥ Ihave aright to give my money to anybody 1 please,
I don’t think it is a pertinent question,

Q. (Mr. RooseEvELT.) It is & question that we think is perfectly fair
and you must answer it or give some reason. You don’t seem to under-
stand that you are before an official inquiry.

WirNESsSs. 1 am not under oath.

Mr. RooSEVELT. Of course you are not under oath, but we are hold-
ing this investigation in accordance with the orders of the President,
and you must answer this question or give some reasonable excuse for
not answering it.—A. Oh,if you want me to answer it, the gentleman’s
residence is No. 1408 North Broadway. I wentto the Eighth Ward
Republican Club meeting and met this gentleman there.

Q. Were there many of you present at this residence?—A. There
was only two.

Q. It was not a meeting 7—No, sir; there was no meeting at all. 1
went there ; I was on my way to the Highth Ward Club and I met Mr,
Allard there and gave it to him,

o e o e 2
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* TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH FOSLER.

JosEPH FOSLER testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What is your occupation?—A. I am a letter- s
carrier, sir.

year.
Q. Through our civil-service examinations 2—A., Yes, sir,
Q. There is going to be a fight, we understand from the testxmonv .
here, between the so-called Henderson and Johuson factions ; is that.
correet #—A. That’s what I understand.
Q. Soitis going to be a contested primary, w1th the aeb1v1ty that
usually attends a contested primary ?—A. Yes, sir.
d(Mr. BONAPARTE.) What ward do you belong in 9-—A, The Flfth
war
. Q. Now, who has charge of the Republicans; who is the g:nost active
person in the Republican party in the Fifth War(l %
WiITNESS. The most active person. ?
Mr. BONAPARTE. Yes, sir. ~ Who would be called the leader there?
A. That is hard for me to tell.
Mr. RoosEVELT. Of the Johnson faction who is the leader?
A. Well, I suppose Mr. West.
Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE. ) What is Mr. West’s occupation?—A., Heisa
detective. -
Q. Of the firm of Sﬂnth West & Lyons, across the street ‘here ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you appointed 1—A. T was appointed the ﬁmt of the i

Q. Now, has any person asked you to contribute to” the expenses of

the primaries in that ward %—A. No, sir.

Q. No one has asked you at all?—A. No, sir; no one has asked me
at all.

Q. And you have not, as a matter of fact, contmbﬂted —A, No, su' 5
I have not.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Haven’t you contributed $52—A. No, sir.

Q. Haven’t you agreed to contribute $5 then?—No, su', I haven’t

agreed to contribute $5

Q. Are you going to?—Well, that’s an after conmderatlon that is
not now. :

Q. Do you know a Mr. Philip Sindall?—Yes, sir.

Q. He is an employé of the office?—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. He is also very much interested in this primary, 1311’13 he, or
actively interested in local politics ?—A. I don’t know ; he is not in my
ward as I know of; he is in the Eighth ward. .

Q. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Sindall on the subgect
of contributing to this primary election?—A. No, sir.

Q. Not at all?—A.. No, sir; not at all.

Q. Do you know of any other Gnvernment employés who have bEen
asked to contribute?—A. No, sir.
Q. (Mr. RoosevELT.) Do you know anything about thelr having
contributed any money at all ¥—A. No, sir. :

Q. Do you know that $5 is the sum they have been expected to con-
tribute 2—A.. No, sir; I don’t know anything about it.

Q. Do you know that something has been expected of you?—A. No,
sir; I don’t know that.

Q You haven’t had a kind of hint to that effect #—A.. No, sir.
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TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL M. ARMSTRONG.

. SAMUEL M. ARMSTRONG testified as follows: '

- Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What is your position¥—A. Tam a clerk in the
post-office.

Q. When were you appointed —A. I was appointed on the 16th of
last June. I was a substitute for 3 months, and appointed the mid-
dle of September regularly.

YQ You were appomted through a ecivil- servxce examination ?—A
es, sir. -

Q What ward do you live in “I—A The Fifth ward.

Q. Istliere more than one Republican club in that ward 2—A. There
were two there some time ago. :

- Q. One was a Johnson elib and one a Henderson club 1—A. Yes, sn‘,
they were supposed to be that way. .
Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Are they both in existence now or has one dis-

banded 7—A. No, sir; one has disbauded.

Q. Which one has gone out of existence 7—A. The Henderson club,

Q. Is there going to be a fight between Johnson and Henderson fac-
tions next Monday at the primaries 2—A. Indeed I couldn’t tell you; I
_am not a: member of the club—I am not a member of the club, I have
"made a contribution to the club, but I am not a member.

Q. Are you a Republican 1_A. Yes, sir.

" Q. Do you ever take an active part in politics 2—A. Well, ves, Sir;
I have on general elections.

Q. How much have you contributed for the expense a.ttendmg this
primary #—A. Well, Mr. Bonaparbe Ialways give sumething. Ialways
give on general elections.

Q: (Mr. RoosSEVELT.) There is no criminal charge against you at all
as far as we know ; it is perfectly proper that the legitimate expenses
should be paid. Five dollars was the amount you gave, wasn’t it 3—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did yougive tha,t a,ll at once or how 9—A. I gave itall ac one time.

» Q. To whom did you give it 7—A. I gave it to the clab down there;
thatis all I know about it.

- Q.. What particular individual took 1t from you?—A. Well, the gen-
‘tleman that took it from me was Mr. Stewart.

Q. What Stewart —A. Well, he is a member of the club; that is,
he is a sort of supposed to run the elub,

. Q. What is his first name”!—A William ; I think it is Wllha.m I
‘am not certain.

Q. Where is he employed "#—A I think he is employed—he is a

- printer by oceupation, and I think he is employed by the Baltimore

Episcopal Methodist, a religious paper that is published here in the
city.

Q. Who asked you to give 7—A. There wa.sn’t anybody asked me; I
gave it of my own free accord.

Q. How did you happen to contribute just $5%—A. Well, I could
afford that; I could spare that much.,

Q. But everv one seems to have contributed just $5; how did ‘that
happen 1—A. I couldn’t tell you that; I know nothmg about what the
others did ; I never asked the questlon.

Q. Was there just a general agreement that you should contribute
$5%—A. No, sir; there was 1o agreement with me; I gave him $5,
that’s all; I never agreed with anybody to give any money at all.
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Q. And no one ever gpoke to you about the amount %—A. No, sir; I -
:vas going to give $10, but I was afraid I was short of money at that ' ;

ime. R
Q. Five dollars was simply to run the next pnma,nes ?—A I dldn’t, ST

VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE 1AW,

know what it was for.

Q. Why did you give it then %—A. Asa contmbutlon '

Q. In view of the primaries that were coming on next Monday 3—A.

I suppose it was for that; I don’t know. }

Q. Well, people who are in the Johnson crowd, do they belong in that -
club3—A. Well, they are, I suppose. It is onlv about 8 members to
the club. I never attended the claub at all, and I don’t know much
about their business. It is just a social club and I believe some of the
opposite party are in it. ,

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You say there are only 8 members ?-—A.
couldn’t say exactly'; 8 or 10 members. It is a small club and they just .
come there for social enjoyment in the evening ; they have atable there
to play a.game of cards.

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) Who in this office belong to that club ?—A.
Nobody in this office that I know of belongs to it.

Q. Are you the only Government employé in the club "!——A I don’t
belong to the club; I have only been there twice smce it has.been a,
clab, .

Q. How did you happen to take this time to pay ?—A. Well, I paid
it; I don’t know what it was for; I gave them $5 to do what they
pleased with, to put it in the club or use it for the election, or any:
other purpose. I promised to give a contribution to the club, and I
don’t know what nse they made of it.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You promised to give a contmbutlon to the
club 2—A. I did some time ago.

Q. How long ago was that %—A. Icouldn’s state exactly the time it
was, 1 Mr. Bonaparte.

Q. Who was the person to whom you made the promise #—A. Well
I promised Mr. Stewart that I was going to give him a contribution. . -

Q. And as a matter of fact you gave the 85 to him about a week ago,
wasn’t it7—A. I sappose abouta week ago or four or five days ago;

I couldn’t exactly say; five days, I suppose, or four days; that was
the last I thought of it. )

Q. Where did you giveit; at the club room #—A.. No, sir; T didn’s
give it at any clubroom; T thmk I met the party out in the street and
I gave it to him. .

Q. Andsoit was on the street that you gave it to Mr. Stewart ?—A :
Yes, sir.

X . o Q. (Mr.ROOSEVELT.) You are quite sure that nobody asked you ?-—-A

28 Nobody asked me for any contribution. i

J Q. Do you know of anyone else that has been asked for a contubu-
tion 2—A. No, sir; I do not.
Q. Do you know of anyone else that has given a contribution 7—A.
I do not. .

TESTIMONY OF LOUIS E. GLADFELTER. -

Lovuls E. GLADFELTER testified as tollows
Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Areyou a clerk in the office here —A. Yes, sirs
Q. When did you enter the service ?—A. On the 7 th day of August,

1889, Ithink. -
Q. Through our examinations?—A. Yes, sir. e

.
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' @ And from what ward do you eome ?—A., The Seventh ward. .
e Q. -Are you-a member of the Republican organization in that ward -
(- A No, sir.

T - Q. Are there two- Republican organizations iy that ward 2—A., Not
) to my knowledge. -

"~ Q. That is not a ward that has a Johnson and a Henderson club as
they call it?3—A. Not as I know of, sir.

- Q. Youknow there is going to be a contested primary next Monday
in the ward 3—A.. Yes, sir; 1 know there is a primary to be held in the
ward.

-Q. But you don’t know that there is going to be a contesls in n; —A.

- No, sir, -

Q. Havno’t you heard thdt there are two factions among the Repub
licans in this city %—A. No, sir; I have not. ,

- Q. Are you a Democrat 2—A. No, sir. :

Q. Are you a Republican 2—A. Yes, sir; I am.

Q. Have you ever been connected with a Repablican organization?
‘A. Yes, sir; I have been; I am a member of a Repubhcan organiza-
tion; I am a member of the Central Club.

Q How much have you paid to the Central Olab, before this election,
Just recently 2 —A. Well, to the Central Club I haven’t paid anything.

Q. Didrn’t you pay $5 wasn’t-that the sum you paid?—A. No,

* sir; not to the Central Club. .

Q. To whom was it that you paid $5?—A. I paid $5 very willingly,
voluntarily, to a gentleman in the Seventh ward. '

Q. And to be used for legitimate expenses —A. Yes, sir,

Q. Not to be used for bribery, or anything like that?—A. No, sir;
not at all.

Q. But for perfectly legitimate expenses 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. This gentleman ; what was his name 4—A. Mr. Bell.

Q. What was his first name %—A. That I couldn’t tell you; he is an
-office-holder here. He is a dispatcher in the mailing division here,
formerly night superintendent. John Bell, 1 think it was, I am not

- ‘sure. 1 will not be positive about the name.

Q. How did“you happen to bring it to him; was he the.man that was

- receiving contributions 9—A. Not to my knowledge no, sir. In fact
T know of no one who was receiving them.

. Q. Wasg this just simply voluntarily paid %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who else do you know that paid to Bell?—A. Not a soul, to my

~knowledge.

Q. When did you pay it to Bell 2—A. I paid it to Bell about two
weeks ago, to the best of my knowledge.

‘Q. Did you pay him on the streets 4-—A. No, sir; I paid him down
“ gtairs,

Q. What tlme was it that you handed it to him?—A. Well, it was in

- the area way; not in the area way, one of the aisles of the building,
going towards the clerk’s room; right before going on my time of duty.

Q. Did he speak to you abont it2—--A. No, sir; noboby in the office
or any other outsider did. I mentioned the fact to him and I just vol-
untanly contributed $5 towards defraying the expenses, such as paying
for tickets. .

Q. Is Mr. Bell a leader in the ward, that you happened to give it to
him 2—A. Not to my knowledge. :

Q. Why dxd you select him 2—A. Because I have often heard of Mr.
Bell,; and be is a pretty prominent man in the ward, and I thought it
would be just as well to give it to him as anyone else.




VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW. 47

Q. Did he give you any receipt for it 7—A. No, sir; in fact I didn’t ask
him for any. I just handed it to him; I didn’t expect any receipt.,

Q. Youdidn’t expect a receipt for it at all %—A. No, sir, A :
A QNYog have no reason to think that Mr. Bellis a Henderson man ?—

. No, sir. ; . :

Q. You don’t think Mr. Bell is the kind of man who would be osten-
sibly for Mr. Johnson and really for Mr. Henderson ?—A.. No, sir.

Q. And you don’t think your contribution would be used against the =~ ~
Johnson faction in the fight9—A. No, sir; I really don’t think it would;
in fact I didn’t give it for that purpose. : -

Q. You didn’t give it for the purpose of being used against Mr.
Johnson 2—A. No, sir; or against Mr. Henderson either; I gave it to
him for legitimate business, as you mention it to me. ’ .

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Are you pretty sure that it was Mr. Bell you
gave this money to ?—A. ¥Yes, sir. <. . <

Q. Wasw’t there anyone elsein the ward who was collecting money ¥—  °

- A, Not to my knowledge. .

Q. Do you know anyone else who paid money ?—A. In fact it wasn’t -
to my knowledge that Mr. Bell was collecting. I simply volunteered
to contribute that towards defraying expenses and things like that.

Q. By defraying expenses, you mean towards paying for ticket-
holders and printing tickets and anything like that?—A. Yes, sir; but
only to be used in a legitimate way. . :

Q. Yes, sir; I understand that; and you gave that money about two
days ago, you say %—A. To the best of mny knowledge, yes, sir; I think
it was about Thursday night; I am pretty positive it was about Thurs-
day night; in fact Friday morning, as it was after midnight, ‘

Q. There wasn’t anybody present, was there, when you.paid the
money over?—A. No, sir; there was not. I was on the way to my
dressing room and Mr. Bell happened to pass.

Q. You haven’t told anybody that you had given any money to any-
one else except Mr, Bell 7—A. No, sir.

Q. I have already asked you whether you were quite sure that youn
did give this money through Mr. Bell. Now, are you also pretty sure

+that you gave no money to any outsider, any person not in the Govern-
ment employ 2—A. Well, in this way I hdave: I have contributed to-
wards paying for the rent of our hall, and things like that, at the club.

Q. That is not directly for the purpose of this primary?—A. Cer- -

* ‘tainly not. »

Q. But this is what we are referring to, and you only gave it to Mr.
Bell 7—A. Yes, sir; and to no outsider whatever. )

Q. You say that you are in the Seventh ward —A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Do you know a gentleman there by the name of Stewart 7—A. I

~know a gentleman by the name of Stewart in the Fifth ward; I don’t
think the gentleman that I refer to is interested in politics whatever.
3 Q. Do you know Mr. Armstrong, that testified just before you came
2 " in2—A. Yes, sir; he is a clerk in the office. :
' Q. What ward is he in 7—A. I think in the same ward I am, if I am
not mistaken. No, he is in the Fifth; I think Mr. Armstrong is in the
Fifth ward. ;

Q. Why did you happen to take $5 as the sum to give? Is that the
general sum that they are all giving —A. Nottomy knowledge. Why
I gave the $5, because I could spare five very well; in fact, if I had
more money I might give more; I am only what you call a salaried
clerk. ’ L .

Q. What is your salary ¥—A. I get $700 a year.
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Q. Don’t you know as a matter of fact pretty much everybody con-
‘nected with the club has been lately giving some money for the
primary, for use in the primary ; I don’t mean to bribe people; I mean
for paying ticket-holders and expenses of that kind?—A. I dov’t
know anything about the other contribution ; I never asked them any-
thing about that. .

TESTIMONY OF ROBERT F. REED.

‘RoBERT F. REED testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You are the assistant foreign clerk I under-
stand 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you appointed ?—A. I was appointed in the office in
September. ,

Q. Of what year?—A. Last year, 1890. I was appointed in the
registry office, and then 1 went in the money-order department, and
then I was transferred to the foreign.

Q. You are, if T am not~mistaken, a member of the Fairmount Re-
publican Club %—A. Yes, sir; I joined that some time ago.

Q. Now, do you know a gentlema,n by the name of Pfeffer, or Pfeiffer,
perhaps —A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) A can-maker; a short, stoutish man with- red
cheeks ?—A. No, sir,

" Q. You don’t know him %—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Do you remember attending a meeting at that
club about a week from last Saturday at which there was a-discussion
about the amount of money to be raised for the primaries and the way
it'should be used?—A. Yes, sir; it was not on Saturday.

Q. Was it a week from Monday, then 2—A. That I couldn’t tell you.
It appears to me to have been about 10 days or 2 weeks ago, prob-
ably. There was some talk about money by some of the members, but
there was not but two members in the club that I am acquainted with.
I never attend the club. Simply they come to my house and collect my
dues, and I had never been to the club but ouce previous.to that time.

Q. But you were informed, as I understand it, or requested to attend
a meeting of the club on th‘mt occasion ?—A., No, sir.

Q. (Mr. RoosSEVELT.) It wasn’t a regular meeting of the club; just
a few of the men here met?—A. Yes, sir; it was a regular meeting of
the club; it was a collection night. I will tell you; it was about the

- 14th or T5th of the month, because a young man came to my house to
collect 50 cents dues to the club, and he says to me, ¢ There’s a meeting
at the club to-night and you ought to go down. » He says, “ It is a
right important meeting, and you ought to go down and attend it,”
and I said that I would see aboutit. So, in a half hour or so, I guess
about half past 9 o’clock, or it was after 9 o’clock, I went down there,
and it was the second meeting I ever attended.

Q. Just give us the names of any that you knew that were there.
‘Was there a Mr. Harry Glass, a letter-carrier, there; was he there —
A, I don’s know him.

Q. Was there a Mr. Henry Martin there 2—A. There was a letter-car-
rier by the name of Martin, I think; I think that was the man; I
dor’t know what is his first name.

Q. Then there was a young man there by the name of Mitchell;
wasn’t he there? He is an employé here.

WITNLSS. This Mitchell here i in the post- ‘office, on the elevator?
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Mr. ROOSEVELT. Was he there at that time, at that meetmg ?

A. T don’t think he was there while I was there. His name was o

mentioned there that night, and I think some of them said he had been
there, but I don’t think he was there while I was there. There was not ..
more than four or five there while I was there,

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Was Mr. Wilson, a colored man, tliere 9—A.
I don’t know a colored man named Wllson

Q. (Mr, BONAPARTE.) While you were all there, there was a discus-
sion, wasn’t there, as to the amount of money that would be needed at
the primaries and how it would be used —A. No, sir; not to my
knowledge. There was a.discussion in regard to the primaries and -
some money would have to be raised for them. )

Q. Five dollars was the sum, wasn’t it?%—A. No, sir; it wasn’t de-
cided. -

Q. Wagn’t §5 what you paid 2—A. I didn’t pay anything.

Q. Didn’t somebody ask you for $5 ?—A. No, sir; there was uothing . =

decided. They talked as if they expected other members there, and
there was only about 4 or 5 while I was there, and they agreed that
they couldn’t do anything, and some of them proposed about $5 apiece
ought to be raised; so they-adjourned the meeting.

Q. Now, when did the adjourned meeting meet %—A. That I don’t
know ; I never was there afterwards. They adjourned; they said they
would have to get more people to ¢oincide with their arrangements-m '
regard to raising the money. There was a little discussion in regard
to the amount that would have to be raised, and what it would be ubed
for, and how it would be spent; that was all talked over, but there was
nothing decided.

Q. Did this man Pfeffer or any one of that name collect any money
from you afterwards ?—A. I don’t know anybody by that name, .

Q. Who did you pay your $5 to %—A. I paid no money to uobody.

Q. Nobody at all?—A. No, sir; I told you that at first. .

Q. I understood you to say that you didu’t pay any money at that
time 2—A. Not for that purpose. I have paid money out many times
for political purposes. '

Q. Do I understand you to say that you haven’t contrlbuted anything
at all towards that collection that they were taking up ¥—A. No, sir;
I have contributed nothing towards the primary so far. :

Q. Well, has Pfeffer asked you to contribute anything 1A, I don’t -

- know him, sir. I wouldn’t know him if I was to see him to-day. .

Q. Now, at the time when they had this discussion there was it agreed
who should collect the money ?—A.. There was nothing decided at all,
as I told you.

Q. It wasn’t decided. who should receive the money —A. No, sir;
not in my presence, it wasn’t decided, even the amount or anything of
the kind.

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) Five dollars was suggested, wasn’t it %—A.
Yes, sir; something mentioned about $5.

Q. Haven’t you paid your $5 since 9-—A. No, sir,

Q. To any one ?—A. No, sir. ’

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Now,you are pretty sure that this man Henry
Martin was there and this man Mitchell was there ~—A. Mr. Mitchell
was there, I think, but I don’t chink I saw him there. Now, as to Henry
Martin, there was a letter-carrier there by the name of Martin; it was
the first time I had seen him to know him in my life, and the last time.

Q. And you haven’t seen him since 3—A. No, sir; not that I know
of. I don’t think I would hardly know him with his uniform on now.

-
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Q And you don’t remember there was a young man there named
_ Glass ; a letter-carrier 7—A. No, sir; I don’t remember the name.

Q. Do_you know two colored men in that ward called C. H. John-

‘son or R, H. Harris, or either of them —A. No, sir; neither of them.

Q. Then you dow’t know whether they were present at that timne 3—
A, There was but one colored man there at the time I was there.

Q. Only one?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know who he was?—A. Indeed I don’t; I don’t know hlB
name. I never saw him before, and I don’t know tlmt I have ever seen
him since. Iam rather a stranger of nights around there. The only
men that I knew there that I had been acquainted with before was a

-young man, under 21 years of age, who is secretary ot the club, and—-

Q. (Interposmg.) He is not a Government employé at all ¢—A. No,
sir. -

Q. And you don’t know anything about this man Pfeffer, you say —

A. Nothing at all; no, sir. I don’t know him at all.

Q. Then, of comse, you wouldn’t know whether he was a trastworthy
sort of man, whose information could be relied on?—A. I don’t know
anything about that.

Q. Have you ever heard of these two colored men, Johnson and Har-
ris?—A., No, sir; never in my life.

Q. So you can not give us any information about them ?—A. No, sir;
none whatever.

Q. While you were there, was anything said which either really meant,
or could be misunderstood as meaning, that this money was to be
used in buying up votes at the election —A. Nothing; no. There was
no inquiry made in regard to how the money would be used, or for what
‘purposes, or anything.. I don’t know anything about such things my-
self. I never had any connection with that kind of things, so, of course,
I made no inquiry about it, and the thing dropped apparently. I would
say apparently from lack of numbers being there.

Q. You mean by the thing this collection of money 3—A. Or even to -
decide on the collection, :

Q. Or even to decide on the amounts or anything else 2—A. Nothing

else,

Q. You dldn’t attend this adjourned meeting that they held after-
wards ?—A. I attended nothing after that.

.N Q. Have you been informed of what was decided at that meeting? —A.

[0, sir.

Q. Do you know whether it was held at all?—A. I don’t know any-
thmg at all about it ; I never heard of it being held.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT ) Youhavn’t beenapproached and have not prom-
1sed to pay anything 2—A. No, sir; I havn’t promised to pay anything,
any amount, or apything of that kmd

Q. You have not promised to pay ?—A. No, sir; I can not say that
I have made any direct promises.

Q. Did you give them to understand that you Wouid pay %—A. I
didw't to anybody in particular; I havn’t seen anybody persounally since;
I just gave them to understand that night that if there was anything
to be contnbuted of course I was willing to—— .

Q (Mr. RooseveLT.) Chip in %—A. To contribute. .

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) You would be there at the proper time?—A.
Yes sir. '

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Who was to Teceive the money !—A. That
wasn’t decided, as-1 tell you.
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Q. (Mr. BONAPARTL ) Do you know whether you came in before the

resy of them or not 2—A. Oh, nobody came in after I did; it was half-.
past 9 o’clock, I guess, when I went in there, and I didn’t stay more
than 15 or 20 mmutes, and it seemed like they were waiting for moreto
come, and after I came in they seemed then to wind the thing up and
end the matter ; in about 10 or 15 minutes, I suppose, I withdrew. ‘

Q. How many office-holders, how many employés of the post-office
are there from that ward%—A. Indeed I couldn’t tell you; I couldn’t
‘begin to tell you. This Mr. Martin was new to me; I never seen him
before in my life.

Q. We have been told that there were 14 in that ward, and that 7 of
them were at-this meeting. Do you know whether that is s01—A. No,
sir; I don’tthink that there was; it seemed to me tha’ there were about
7or 8 present. I didn’t know how many people were there who were in
Governmeut employ, and I think it was about 4 or 5, but I didn’t know

~any of them in the room at that time.

Q. This discussion that you had was between those who were in Gov- =
-ernment employ #—A.. Yes, sir; generally.

Q. And the others being there like it was a regular club night, but
there was no actual meeting of the club going on at that time T—A.
Yes, sir; it was aregular called meeting of the club going on, so L un-.

derstood it; but I don’t attend the club meetings as regular as I should . -

-do, because I am here very often at night, and that nlght that young -
man said it was an important meeting, and I ought'to go around and
attend it. In about haltan hour or so afterwards I went down.

Q. By the young man do you mean the secretary of the club?—A. I
mean the collector; the young man who came to the door to collect the
bills. ,

Q. He came that same night and told you that an important meeting _
~ was being held and you ought to attend it %-—A. It happened to becol-
lection night, the 14th or the 15th of the month, and I gave him 50
cents, and he receipted my bill.

Q. It is a sort of blue paper he gave you, such as we have seen from
‘a previous witness?—A. Yes, sir; he comes around regular .every
montl for his 50 cents.

Q. At that time he told you that there was-an important meeting. of
the club %—A. Yes, sir; and he said, ¢ You ought to go down.”

Q. And you don’t know auythm« about \Ir Pfeiffer or Pfeffer, or -
whatever his name is?%—A. Nothing whatever. B

Q. And you are not able to say, then, whether they were or were not .
there, where they came from, or whether or not they were at this discus-
sion down atthe clab ?—A. T am positive they were not; that is; one
of them ; there was only one colored man in the room.

Q. He was an office-holder, as 1 understand you %—A. I don’t know
that; Idon’t know who he was at all. That was the first time I ever
saw him. 1 am positive there was nobody else came there after I did;
unless they were in the room when I went there,

Q. Perhaps you don’t understand me. I want to know whether you )
are able to say as to this man Pfeffer, or these two colored men, John.
son and Harris, being so placed in the room that they could hear what
was said.—A. No, sir; they were not there unless I conld see them.
The room is a small room not largerthan this, very little longer.

Q. And you only saw one colored man in the room $—A. Yes, sir;
and he left before I did. How long he had been there before I.got
‘there I couldn’t say, but he left there shortly after I got there, I wasn’t |,
there over 20 minutes, and I suppose 10 minutes after I went in he -
came out. " He was there when I went in. :
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"+ Q. You dov’t know whether he wag a man in Government employ or
<" not 7—A. Ie¢ouldn’t say; I don’t know indeed ; I never saw him before, -

Q. About bow many people were present 1 A. There were not pver
about six or seven there, as I say, altogether, and I think of these that
four or five were in Government employ.

Q. Then there were, as I understand yon—I am askmg you these
questions now to see whether what we have heard from other witnesses
is to be relied on ——A. Or whether I am to be relied on.

Q. There is no doubt about that; but we want to get-at what the facts
are. Then there was, as I under@tand you, besides the people in the

3

Government eniploy in the room, two or three people whom you didn’t , ‘\
know; is-that so?—A. Well, I didn’t know but the——. After the
party who I went in and bpoke went out there wasn’t anybody in the-
room that I was formally acquainted with. -

Q. Then theré might have been a man there by the name of Pfeffer,
suchasIlhave descrlbed aud hemay haveheard what you said?—A. Yés,
= - .gir; after I went in the room that night, this young man, the secretary
of the club, I spoke to him, and he immediately went out; he seemed to
beready togo when I went in. He said,* Mr. Reed, gentlemen,"and that’s
all I know, and I don’t think there was anybody in the roowm that I
-knew.at all by sight even, unless it be Mr. Mitchell, and I don’t re-
member whether he went out at the time 1 came in or not; probablyhe
did ; but with the exception of ‘him there was nota soul in the room

_ that I was formally acquainted with; not one.
- Q. You are acquainted with this man Martin 3—A. Never before that

night. '

Q. You have met him since 7—A. I have seen him here in the office
occasionally; I saw him just now, going out with his letters, as I came
in.

Q. When does he come in off his trip —A. He didn’t know me pass-
ing out; that I couldn’t tell you.

Q. When does his run cease ?—A. I don’t know anything about the
city division. ' [ am in the foreign division, and I don’t know anything
about the city division regulations. Three 0’clock he goes out. I think
there is one more dellvery this afternoon ; I think it is about half past
4. I dor’t know anything about the city d1v1510n.

TESTIMONY OF HENRY MARTIN.

HENRY MARTIN testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. RoosEvELT.) You are a letter-carrier %—A. Yes, sir.,

Q. When were you appointed 2—A. I think I was appointed—I don’t
know whether it was the 3d or 4th of May.

Q. When; what year 7—A. Last year; 1890 ; about that time.

Q. From the register of eligibles 1—A. Yes, sir; I passed the civil-
servwe examinations. .

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) You are, I believe, a member of the Fairmount
Repubhcdn Club, are you not 7—A., I am, sir.

Q. Do you know anyg man by the name of Pfeffer or Pfeiffer 2—A. I do.

Q. Is he a member of your club 2—A. He is; yes, sir.

Q. Is he a man of good character and reputation ?—A. First class.

Q: A man who eould be trusted to be truthful in anything he would
say I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you known him?—A. I have known him 7 or 8

» years; I knew him long before he was a voter, ~
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Q. Are you also acquainted with two colored men by the name of C.
H. Johnson and R. H. Harris 7—A. I don’t know any eolored man by
the name of Johnson; I know a colored man by the name of Harris. "

Q. Where does this man live, on Soath Caroline street 2—A. I don’s -
know that man at all. I bave known an old man named Harris ever
%nce.l was a boy. He lives on South Dallas street; an old man named

arris. ' .

Q. This man that you know—we may possibly be mistaken as to his™
residence—is he a member of this Fairmount club?—A. No, sir; he is
not; he is a colored man. - ) '

Q. Are there any colored men in that club 7—A, No, sir.

Q. Are there not some colored men who sometimes attend its meet-
ings?—A. No, sir.

Q. Well, do you remember attending a meeting of this club on the
14th of this month, this last Saturday two weeks ago,at which there
was a discussion as to the amount of money that would be needed for
the primaries and the usesit was to be put to ?——A. There was nothing
like that that 1 know of. , .

Q. Well, do you remember the occasion; do you remember the meet-
ing?—A. Yes, sir; we had a meeting, and it was for a different par-
pose altogether.. ’

Q. Do you remember who was present on that occasion 7—A. Idon’t
remember now all that were present. .

Q. Do you remember whether this man Pfeffer was present %—A. I
don’t know whether he was or not; no, I don’t think he was; I am not
sure, * oo

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Are you sure he was not 7—A. No, sir; T am
not sure. .

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Doyou remember whether Mr. Robert Reed,
the assistant foreign clerk here, was present?—A. I don’t know; 1
couldn’t say ; I don’t remember.

Q. Do you remember whether a man named Harry Glass, a letter-
carrier ; do you remember whether he was present ?—A. I think he was™
there. : : .

Q. Do you remember having a conversation about the amount of
money that would be needed at the primaries on that occasion 2—A.
No, sir. , v

Q. You were not present—if anything of that kind did occur you
were not present when there was any such conversation 7—A. No, sir,

Q. Now, as a matter of fact do you know whether on that day or some

other day soon after that there was a meeting of six or seven employés

of the post-office, among them being yourself and Glass and Reed, at
the rooms of the Fairmount Club, where there was a discussion as to
the amount of money that would be needed for'the primaries?—A. No,
8ir. . .

Q. You don’t remember anything of any such discussion —A. Noth-
ing about anything like that; no, sir. :

Q. Well, what d6 you recollect about it, about that or any other dis-
cussion taking place at that time 2—A. Well, we were going to buy a
pool table; we wanted to get a pool table in the room for the enjoy-
ment of the members, and that is what we were talking about.

Q. At that time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. On that occasion 9—A. Yes, sir. '

Q. Well, as a matter of fact, did any of these persons whose names I
have mentioned subscribe anything towards the expenses of the pri-
maries 3—A. No, sir; not as I know of, -
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Q. Do you know .a man by the name of Mltcheﬂ? I dow’t know what
his first name is; he'is employed in some capacity on the elevator.—A.
- Yes, sir; I know him. Iam not personally acquainted with him; that

is, I don’t know him well.

Q. Do you know whether he was present on that occasion, at that
~meeting 9—A, Well, I don’t know whether he was or not.

Q Do you know whether he has contributed any money towards the

. - primaries ¥—A. I think not,

Q. Whether he has contributed anythlng to the primaries ?—A. No,
sir; none of us contributed any money for the primaries.

Q (Mr. ROOSEVELT) Well, for the purchase of this pool table 2—
‘A. Not yet, no, sir; we are going to get-a pool table for the enjoyment
of the members of the club. I supposethereain’t anythlmT wrong about
that ?

Mr. BONAPARTE. I suppose not.

. A. We want some kind of enjoyment.

‘Q. Now, you say for the primaries there hasnot been any discussion
about taking up a centribution at all?%—A. No, sir. - -
© Q. You have given something toward the expenses of the prlmarles
yourself, haven’t you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Nothing at all 7—A. No, sir, -

. QN And you haven’t received anything from anyone else for them 79—
A. No, sir.
Q. I understand you to say that this man Pteﬂer is a man of good
- character, and that it would be reasonable to rely on what he says {—
A, 1 have never known anything to the contrary.

Q. He is the sort oi a man that you would believe if he said a

thing 7%—A. I would depend on him, of course.
llQ And these two colored men —A. I don’t know either of them at
a

Q. At this meeting where you had the discussion about the pool table,
was there any colored man present ?—A. I believe Wilson was present,
but I am not positive.

Q. Who is Wilson %—A. He works about the building ; I think he is
the janitor; I am not sure.

Q. Now, do you know whether Wilson has given anything towards
the primaries %—A. Not that I know of.

Q. If he has given anythmg, it-bas not been through you, at all
events 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Haven’t any of these persons given 85 to you at all ?—A No,
sir.

Q. Any information that we have had to the effect that any of them,
either this particular man or any other employés, have contributed $5
through you to the expense of the primaries is entirely erroneous ?—
A Is entirely erroneous,.yes, sir.

Q. You say quite positively that there was no discussion at that time
about the expenses of the primaries, and no understanding or arrange-
ment made as to collecting any money%—A. None that I know of.

Q. And that you haven’t received any money at all from anyone

- yourself and haven’t given any ¢—A. Not for that purpose.

Q. Nor for any purpose of the same sort —A. No, sir.

. Q. You understand when I am talking about this I mean the neces-
sa.ry money that was put up; I don’t mean used for bribery or anyim-
proper purposes, but I mean for use for any purposes connected with

the——A. (Interposing). For political purposes ?

Q For pohtxcal purposes.—A.. No, sir,
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NOTE.—At this point W. A. MITGHELL was reecalled, and the fo]low-
ing questions put to him in the ‘presence of the WltlleSS

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE ) Do you know Mr. Martin #—A. Yes, sir. -

Q. Now, was he the person whomyou testified had acted as treasurer . . .
for that fund that was subscribed ?-—A. Somebody said that he was .-
willing to give it {%hlm '

Q. (Mr. RoOSEVELT.) He was the man to whom you gave your $57—

Al Yes, sir.

Q. (Mr., BONAPARTE.) Was there anyone else who acted as treasurer
on that occasion 2—A. That, gentlemen, I couldn’t say. ‘

Q. You don’t think there is any mistake, is there, in your mind as to
‘its being this Martin and not somebody else¥—A. That is the gentle-
man I gave it to.

Mr. BONAPARTE. That will do.

(Whereupon the witness Mitclhiell. retired.)

Q. (Mr. RoosevELT.) Have you anythmg to say in answer to that“l ’

‘WirNESS. In answer to what?

Mr. RoosEVELT. To his statement ?

A. T have nothing to say about that; that’s all right. _

Q. Do you deny it ?—A. I dow’t deny that he gave me $5. .

Q. You don’t deny that¥—A. No, sir; he gave me $5. _

Q. What was that for 2—A. Tq buy a. pool table we were going to
buy-a pool table. N

N OTE. —The witness W. A. MITCHELL was again recalled.

Q (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What did yon give .that for; what ‘was the
object of the gift of that $5 to Mr. Martin? Didn’t you testify that it
was for legxblmate expenses of the primaries ?—A. Yes, sir;. that’s what
I said.

. Q) Was there any talk about its being for any other purpose but
that 7—A. They were talking about buying a pool table, -

Q. Did you subscribe the $3 for the purpose you testified ; you testi-
fied that you subscribed for the primaries ¥—A. Yes, sir; 1 dld but I
was willing to give it though for the pool table; we have got to have a
meeting about that yet; which way it will go.

(Whereupon the witness Mitchell retired. )

Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) I think that is all, ueless you' ‘want to make
some further explanation.—A. I have no further explanatlon to make.
Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) But you didn’t have any talk that night about
the primaries at all #—A. No, sir.

=

TESTIMONY OF JOHN H. ASHTON.

JOHN H. AsHTON testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What is your position A T am fireman in
the post-office. -

Q. Appointed by Mr. Johnson as eustodian of the public baild-
ings?—Appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury. .

Q. How long ago since you were appointed ? —A.- This November past
a year ago; what date [ disremember.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE ) Do you know a man by the name of Fredenck
Hammond —A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was at one time employed in the Government service, Wasn’t
he #-—A. Yes, sir, -
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Q. How long: ago did he lose his place 2—A. About 2 months now, I

" Dbelieve.

Q. We are rightly informed that he didn’t lose his place on account
of any fault of his own, are we not?—A. No, sir; his office was abol-
ished; so I understood.

Q. '_l‘hen he is a man of good character 7—A. As far as I know of.

Q. A man whom you would believe any report he would make, or
any statement he would make, as far as you knew nothing to the con-
trary 2—A. I got no right to doubt it, so far as I know to the contrary,
. from what I know of the gentieman.

Q. Did Mr” Hammond show you a subseription paper for the expenses
of the primaries next Monday %—A. Yes, sir; he didn’t show it to me;
he didn’t tell me what it was for; he had it in his hand.

Q. He was holding it in his hand 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say he didn’t tell you what it was for? Just tell us how you
knew it was for that purpose. '

Wrirness, How I knew it, or him ¢

Mr. BONAPARTE. Well, how did you know it-in the first place, and
then how did he know you kuew it? |

A. I didp’t know for what purpose he had it. .

Q. What did he say to you about this paper 2—A. He came to me and
if I remember now he asked me if I contributed anything,and I told
him no; I told him that the engineegs or some of them in the building
geuerally came down stairs and had a talk when anything like that was

- going on ; 80 nothmg more was said and he went away. That is all that
was said.

"~ Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) Was that in the building here that he asked

you that 2—A. Oh no, sir, outside on the street.

Q. You didn’t pay him anything, did you —A. No, sir.

. Did you afterwards pay him something 2—A. No, sif.
. You did not pay him anything ?—A. No, sir.
. To whom did you pay, if to anybody —A. I didn’t pay anythmg
. You haven’t made any contribution whatever 2—A. No, sir. :
. Now, did this man Hammond tell. you at the same time that he
v showed you the paper that he had collected a certain number of sub- .
seriptions 2—A., They were marked, you know, on there, ¢ five.”

Q. You mean that there were five subscribers or $5% —A. No, sir; $5.

-Q. Opposite the various hames was that?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember whether these names were among those that
were down there, John F. Thomas, superintendent of the regmtry divi-
sion?—A. I seen his name there.

Q. George Sears, was that down 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. George W. Johnson 2—A. W. W, Johuson ; I seen his name.

Q.. That would be the postmaster?—A. Yes, sir; and George W.

~Johnson.

Q. Were there any others?7—A. Yes, sir, there were others; but I
don’t remember the others. In fact, I didn’t know the others.

Q. Now, you are pretty clear in your mind that you didn’t pay any-

- thing yourself7—A. No, sir.

Q. Do I understand you to say that you didn’t pay to anybody #—A.
I paid the sum; thats, I intend to pay the sum.

Q. You have promlscd to pay it to somebody ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But it was not to Hammond %—A. No, sir. I didn’t make any

- promises to him at all. I told him in this way, I says, “1 guess I will
see them people about that.”
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Q. What did you mean by that?—A. I told him that genemlly the.
engineer, he generally said something if there was anything like that
on hand, and I was in closer contact with him than anybody else. I
told him it was a wonder that he hadn’t said something if there was
anything like that on hand.

Q. Who was the engineer 7—A. Mr. Pierson.

Q. Noah R. Pxerson —A. Yes, sir.,

Q. What you told Hammond was that you wondered that Mr Pier-
son hadn’t said something to you about it 2-—A. I said, “It is a wonder
that he hasn’t.”

Q. Now, at that time Pierson hadn’t said anything to you on the sub- -
ject, as I understand 2—A, No, sir.

Q. Did you tell Hammond that you expected to pay your money
through Pierson %—A. No,-sir; I didn’t tell him that I intended to pay
any money at all.

Q. To whom had you promised to pay this 2—A. Nobody.

Q. Then we misunderstood you in saying that you had promlsed to
pay it to somebody just now.-A. No, sir; I said, It is a wonder that
some of them hadn’t been there if there was dnythm g to be paid ; it is
_a wonder that somebody hadn’t said something about it.” And me being

in closer contact with the en gineer I thought if anybody there was con-
- tributing anything they would certainly let me know HR there was a
.contribution to be made I would know it.

Q. Inother words—let me understand you—you mean that you were
surprised that these other officers who were so much more with you
hadn’t mentioned this contribution to you rather than Hammond ?2—A..

- That an outsider altogether, if there was to be any; but there wasn’t
anything said to me about any.

© Q. When did you next hear anything about this contribution 9—A. I
-didw’t hear anything at all. about the contribution, only Mr. Pierson
“came to me and says to me, “ Did you tell John F. Thomas you had
given me any money ?” Itold him, “No;” Isays, “Ididn’t see Thomas.”
That’s all that was said. o

Q. When did this conversation take place, Mr, Ashton?—A. On
Thursday, I believe. .

Q. Mr, Pierson then asked you whether you had told John F.Thomas,
superintendent of the registry division, that you had given him any
money %—A. Yes, sir; he told me that Thomas had told him, if I un-
derstood him correctly, that I had given him $5, and I said it was no
such thing.

Q. And you had never told Thomas anything of the sort ?—A. No,
sir; I hadn’t spoke to Thomas.

Q And you had not, as a matter of fact, at that time given anybody
anytbhing %¥—A.. No, sir.

Q. Did you give Pierson the $5 afterwards 2—A. I didn’t give him
any $5 at all.

Q. Or to anybody “I—A No, sir; because nobody said anything more
to me.

Q. You are quite clear that what Mr. Pierson told you was simply
that he had been asked by Mr. Thomas whether you had paid him $5;
isn’t that the substance of it 2-—A. Yes, sir; Mr. Pierson came to me
and he says, *“ What did you tell Thomas that you gave me $5 for 27—
A. Isaid, “ T didn’t tell Thomas any such athing.” I couldn’t help from
lan ghmg, because I hadn’t seen Thomas to speak to, and I haven’t spoke
to him but once since I have been in the building,
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN A. BEI!L

JoHN A BDLL testlﬁed as follows.

Q. (Mr. RoosSEVELT.) What is your position in the office?—A. Iam -
dlspatcher here.
- Q. How long have you been in the service #—A. Icame inthe- oﬂme,
. thlnk this month a year ago.
‘ Q. What ward do you live in?—A., Ilive in the Seventh ward.
Q. Are you a member of the Republican clubin that ward —A. Yes,
.8ir; I .am a member of the Seventh Ward Club.
Q (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) Mr. Bell, what is the name of that club?—A.,
Well, 1 very seldom go toit; I think it is called the Young Men’s Re-
publman Club of the Seventh Ward.
Q. Let us see if I have got this right; do you know a Mr. Armstrong,
a Mr. Samuel Armstrong, who is a clerk in the post-office ¥-—A., Yes,
-gir; I know him.
Q Is he in your ward 2—A. No, sir. * -
Q. Is Mr. Charles J. Oeh in your ward?—A. Yes, sir; he lives in the -
Seventh ward.
. Q. And is Mr. Louis E. Gladfelter in the Seventh ward —A. Yes,
- sir. ‘
Q Mr. Bell, do you know of any collection of money for use in the
‘primaries on next Monday ?—A, Well, I don’t know particularly about’
what the money is to.be used for. 1 know that Mr. Gladfelter handed me
some money to hand to the treasurer of the organization the other day.

Q. He gave you $5, wasn’t it ¢—A. Yes, sxr he handed me a $5

note.

Q. Do you remember when that was 3—A. Well, I couldn’t say posi-
© tively the night, but it was one night this present Week two or three
~ mnights ago.

Q. Was it downstairs in the basement 1—A. Well, 1 couldn’t pOSI-

tively tell you where it was he handed it to me, I am generally wvery

i

busy you know. o
Q. But it was in thls building somewhere?—A. It was around the :
vuilding somewhere; yes, sir. e 2
Q. (Mr. BONAPARJ‘E) ‘What is the name of this treasurer '—A His -

name is Charles A. Allard.

Q. Is he the Republican executive of the ward ?—A. Well, I really ;
couldn’t tell you; I hardly think he is though. He is a builder over ¥
there ; his firm is Harker & ‘Allard; I think they are builders, R &

Q. Aund you paid him over this $3 of Mr. Gladfelter’s I—A. Yes, su-, :
that Mr. Gladfelter handed me, and I handed it to Mr. Ahard.

Q. Did you at the same time give him some money of yeur own for
the same purpose?—A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. You have not, then, contrlbnted 2—A. I haven’t given him a cent. '

Q. Have you contrlbutcd through anyone ¥—A. No, sir; not a cent. - s

Q. Did anyone else besides Mr. Gladtelter give you any money —A.- :
Well, I think there has been several of them that" paid to Mr. Allard;
I know that some of the office-holders met and paid himn some money-
“over in the ward; I was not at the meeting of the office-holders.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT) Did any of them pay him through you?—A.,
Mr. Gladfelter did.

Q. That is the only one!—A. Yes, sir. Well, I say Mr. Gladfelter;
I don’t think he is the only one; I think there is another one; no,f

- don’t know.
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Q. What was the name of the other that you think may have paid
you?—A. I don’t remember anybody else that gave me the money after
Mr. Gladfelter handed it to me and I handed it to- Mr. Allard. That

was one night this week; I can’t remember the exact night.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You don’t remember anyone else having done
s0?—A. No, sir.

Q. Now what was the date of this meeting of the office-holders to- »
which you referred 7—A. That I couldn’t tell you. ;

Q. Do you remember where it took place; was it at the club: rooms 1—
A No, sir; it was at a private house in the ward; a pmvate residence
of the ward

Q. Was it at 914 North Broadway, do you remember ¥—A. No, sir; it
was held—I will tell you very plainly—on one occasion they were at my
bome on Bond street, but I was not present there at all. One of the
gentlemen was very intimate with me that was present; he asked me
if he could, notify them to come there, it being the most convenient
place.

Q. Was that Mr, Webber ?—A. No, sir. I don’t think he Iives in
the Seventh ward. ‘

Q. Mr. Bell, you say that this gentleman who asked you to allow

them to use your house told you he wanted to have the meeting there

because it was the most convenient place ?—A. He said it was the

most convenient place, if 1 had no objection, and asked me if I eould be..
heme on that evening, and I told him *No, sir, I couldn’t; that my

duties called me here from 4 o’clock until 1.”

Q. Mr. Bell, the object of this meeting at your house was simply to
consider the fa.cts to determine as to what steps should be taken
towards receiving the money, how much would be needed, ete. 2—A.
I don’t understand you.

Q. ‘In this meeting to which you refer the object-of it was to deter-
mine how much money would be needed and how it could be best
raised 9—A. Well, I should suppose it was something similar to that

-kind of a thing; what it would take to defray the legitimate expenses. .

TESTIMONY OF NOAH W. PIERSON—Recalled.

NoAH W. PIERSON, recalled.
Q. (Mr. BoNAPARTE.) We want to be clear in order that we don’t

" do anybody any injustice in this matter. Do I recollect you to have

testified this morning that you dido’t have any conversation with any-

~body on the subject of the payments of assessments of employés here %

I don’t mean to use that term; I should say contributions towards the
expenses of the primaries.

‘WirNEss., How is that ?

Q. Didw’t you tell us this morning that you hadn’t had any conversa-
tion with anybody on the subject of the payment of contributions by
any employé of the post-office -—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That you didn’t have any conversation with John F. Thomas? I
think we asked you that particularly %—A. No, sir; you didn’t ask me
that.

Q. Well, I will ask you now. Did you have any conversation with
Mr. John F Thomas, the superintendent of the registry division about

“that?

. 'WirNEss. What do you mean ¢
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Mr. BONAPARTE. About cerbam employés of the post ofﬁee giving
money for the expenses of the primaries ?

- A. Well, I was talking to Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Thomas told me thab'
Mr. Hammond had told him that Ashton had given me $5 for the -
primaries.

Q. That Ashton gave you $5 for bhe primaries? Well, now, what
more passed between Mr. Thomas and yourself —A. Mr. Thomas told
me to go down and see Mr. Ashton and ask him for that money he

. promised to pay.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.). Mr. Thomas told you to go down and see Mr.
Asghton and-ask him for the money 7—A. That was after we had the
conversation. .

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Did you go?—A. I went down and asked Mr.
Ashton if he had ever given me any money for the primaries, and he

said, no. - ,

Q And then, what did you tell Mr. Thomas about that3—A. I told
Mr. Thomas that Mr. Ashton said he hadn’s given me any money at all,

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT, ) Did Mr. Thomas ask you in reference to any-
one else ?—A. No, sir, - ’

Q. Did you give any money to Mr. Thomas yourself —A.. No, sir.

Q. He simply asked you to go down and see if Mr. Ashton hadu’t
paid you the money ?—A. No, sir; he didn’t ask me to ask if Ashton
had paid the money.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) What I understand Mr. Picrson to say was
that Mr. Thowmas told him to go to Ashton and ask him for the $5
which he had promised —A. No, sir; he never said that. He told me

- 'Ashton was to pay 85, you understa.nd and then Mr. Ashton must -

. have told somebody that he gave me the $5, and I wanted to make my-
self clear with Thomas; it kind of looked as if I had the $5 and hadn’s
turned it over, so I went to Ashton and cleared it up, and asked him if
he had given me $5.

Q. And he said he hadn’t?—A. Yes, sir; and then I told Mr. Thomas
what transpired afterwards; I dow’t know anything more.

At this pomt the taking of the testimony was adjourned.

TESTIMONY TAKEN AT THE CUSTOM-HOUSE,

BALTIMORE, MD., March 30,1891.

Mr. Roosevelt, accompanied by Mr. Bouaparte, conducted the exami-
nation,

TESTIMONY OF T. SEWELL PLUMMER.

T. SEWELL PLUMMER testified as follows:

Examined by Mr. ROOSEVELT.
Q. Your name?—A. T. Sewell Plummer.

Q. Your position 7—A. Warehouse clerk and member of the local
civil service board.

Q. For how long?—A. Ever since the board was organized.

Q. How long have you been in the office °’—-A I have been in the
oﬂice about 21 years. :
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Q. You have been approa.ched I understand by a genﬂeman who
asked you to contribute to the polltlcal campaign expenses +—A. There -
was a man came to my desk. As soon as ever he approached I saw
that he was a very ignorant man. I said to bim, said I, “Do you
know that you are vxolcmng the civil service act?” He-said he did not
kuow that; that he was not or had not passed the examination. I said, -
“That’s a mxstake. Any man, whether he passes the examination or
not, if he approaches a party in the custom-house to solicit money for

~polmcal purposes is liable to the penalty of the law.”

Q. Had he askéd you to contribute —A. Yes, but he 1mmed1ately left
the building.

Q. Was he a post-office employé ?—A.. Yes, sir, )

Q. His name —A. Bell; John Bell. :

- Q. John Bell?—A. Yes, sir. I think it was a plece of total ignor-:
ance on his part, for he immediately ieft.

Q. Who had he approached before 2—A. He had apprmched no one
inside the custom-house. There were other names on his paper. I

© didn’t particulurly notice.

Q. He had some names ?—A. He had a few names.

Q. Had he obtained the names outside 2—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Is that the only man who has solicited in any way %—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Was there any soliciting last fall before the election in any way%—
A, No, sir. There has been no soliciting since I have been a member
of the board. Colonel Webster, Colonel Groome, and Mr, Marine have
been very particular in this regard.

Q. Do you know if contributions for political purposes were genera,l
among the employés last fall 2— A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any contributions being made for political pur-.
poses —A. There mlght have been a number of them; I dldn’t know
of them.

Q. As far as you know, no pressure was brought to bear *—-A No,
gir. Colonel Groome was very careful —

Q. Who was Colonel Groome ?—A. He was the Democratic collector.
Colonel Webster was also. When he appointed me on the board I was
very careful to say to him that I could not go on the board unless I
was perfectly free and unrestrained. I heard great numbers complain. -
He told one gentleman that he didn’t require any man to do this and
that.” A man could do just as he pleased with his money after he left
the building. Under Colonel Groome I never had any pressure brought
to bear on me.

Q. Do you know if there was widespread contributions for political
purposes either last fall or two years ago %—A. No, sir. Well, now, I
am not trying to deceive you——

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Mr. Plummer, the reason I am asking these ques-
tions is because I know Iam going to gét exact truthful answers. This
will not implicate anyone. I want to know, if so far as you know, if’
there was any general contributions to the campaign funds?—A. No, sir:

Q. You do not think there was much talk about it in the office 7—A.
I heard no talk about it in the office. I will say, for the last 8 years,

“that this is a thing that has been foreign from the office. The force has

been more or less mixed. If the Democrats have been contributing
they have been very careful not to let the Republicans know anythm g
about it; and if the Republicans have been contributing, they have
been equally careful not to let the Democrats know, I have heard of
no‘one being assessed.
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Q. Did Bell specify the sum 9—A., No, sir; he just simply asked if I
could pet give him some contributions.

By Mr. BONAPARTE:

Q. Was there any doubt as to the purposes for this money ¥—A. Just
simply said for political purposes. He might have said for political
purposes and the support of the Administration. I don’t remember
just his words, because just as he saw his mistake he left. I saw he
had a list for contributions. :

-Q. About how long ago did that happen?—A. About 3 or 5 days
-ago, perhaps it was about a week.

: Q. And there was no doubt at all that it was in connection with the
" eoming primaries ?—A. I presume that that was what it was intended
. for.

Mr. MARINE. When I heard of that, I issued orders that if a,nythmg _
of that kind should oceur again to send the man into this office imn-
mediately ; that if there was the slightest suspicion of that fact, to re-
port it at once to me, when I would punish .the man who should be
guilty of such a thing. I gave these iustructions to Special Deputy
Lingenfelder, Surveyor Burchinal and Deputy MéComas. None of these
gentlemen knew -anything about any assessments being attempted. I
went over to Mr. Burchinal’s office myself and told him. He did not

“‘believe that it was so. He would not believe the statement about Mr.

Plummer was correcb, and then I sent for Mr. Plummer, when he re-
peated the story in the presence of Mr. Burchinal, and he was amazed.

Mr, Plummer was dismissed.

TESTIMONY OF C. §. BURNS

C. S. BURNS testified as follows :

Questioned by Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. Your name?—A. C. 8. Burns,

Q. Your position 2—A. Butry clerk in the naval office.

Q. You are secretary of the local board of civil service exa,mmcrs,
are you not #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been in office #—A. Neaxly 5 years. .

Q. Appointed under the last Administration %—A. Yes, sir.
. Q. How long have you been on the board 7—A. I came on the board
in May of that year—5 years ago last May.

Q. Do you know anything about collection of names for pohtlcal pur-
poses #—A. No, sir.

Q. So far as you know 2—A. No, sir,

Q. The bulk of employés now left in the office were appointed under'
the last Administration 2—A. Yes, sir. There have béen no changes in
our office since the advent of the present Admlmstratlon. Mostly all
the clerks are Democrats. C
- Q. So far as you know, there has been no collection of political assess-

ments among them ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there no collection in the fall of 1888, so far as you know 2—
A. No, sir.

Q. Any voluntary contributions on their part this year ?—A. I know
of none, sir. -

Q. Any such voluntary contributions in the fall of 1888 7—A. 1 t‘,hlnk
there was.

Q Perfectly voluntary ”!—-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And they all took part ?—A Yes, sir.
Q. Pretty general 2—A. Yes, sir.
. Q. All give about the same a.mouut”!—A No, su‘ accordmg to the
amount of salary.
18?8 Was it about $50 or $607—A. It was a little more than that in
. Q. How much larger 9—A. About from 6 to 8 per cent. .
Q. Well, why did they happen to choose t,hat amount 3—A. Well I
don’t know that.
Q. What was the amount of your contribution 2—A. I made a con-
tribution of 6% per cent.
Q. Made entirely unsolicited 2—A. Yes, sir.
Q. How did you happen to select 61 per cent.?—A. Well, that would
make $100; that was the understanding among the $1,600 clerks.
Q. Did the employés of the custom-house generally contribute that
- proportion ?—A. Well, some gave less than that.
Q. The contmbutlons, then, were general in 1888.—A.. Yes, sir,
Q. Do you know if they were very general last yea.r‘?-A. I do not
_ think so. - I contributed.
Q. You're a Democrat %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You contributed to the Democratic fund %¥—A. No, sir; to the Re-
publican fund. B
Q. Why did-you do that?—A. Well, I thought it was my part to do
so. Ithought it was my part to support the Administration. It was

voluntary on my part.

Q. As a matter of fact, were there any contributions_to the opposn-
tion, do you know ?—A. I donot know, sir.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I have heard just that view before, that the desk
owes so much to the party.

Mr. BURNS., Well, there was no solicitation at.all, no one to make
any claim, :
Q. Do you know if any but Republicans have been appointed from’
the lists since the advent of the presenli Admlnlstratlon 9—A. I think-

not,

Q. Have there been Democrats on the lists ?——A Yes, sir; I know of

one at least.

Q. He was not appointed 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any reason why he was not appomted ?—A. No,
sir; 1 do not.

é Do you state that this man S. Meyerly was the man who was nof
appointed? He was the man at the head of the register %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The two, three, four, and five men on the register were appomted ‘I—-’

A, Yes, sir,
Q. This man was skipped ?—A. Yes, sir.
{ Mr. MARINE. He was a Republican too. Thereason why I sklpped
him was that he had an office in Washington.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. And so the eight, nine, and ten men were appomted
Now [turning & page] these are the day inspectors ?

Mr. BURNS. Yes, sir.

Q. And these [turmn g another] are the assistant weighers ?—A Yes,
sir.

Q. There has been no selection from that?—A. No, sir; yes, yes.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Oh, yes; I see. The one, two, three, four, and six
were appointed —A. Yes, sir.

Q. And these [turning another page] are the clerks 7—A. Yes, sir.

1156——5

L




-~ g o

66" . VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW.

Q. The highest man on the list was appointed 7—A. Yes, sir. There
has been a second certification. You see here are two lists, one in May,
1890, the other in October, 1890. I certify the highest man on one list
with the two highest on the other. '

Q. You certify from the two lists together —A. Yes, sir.

. I‘Mr. ROOSEVELT [turning another page|. Here is the night inspector
ist. : \ .
. Mr. BURNS. Yes, sir.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. There has been no certification from that,

Mr. Roosevelt then asked Collector Marine the following question:

You have not appointed or refrained from appointing by reason of
politics 2—A. I have always understood that out of a certification of
thiee yon were at liberty to select.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. But not with regard to politics ? ,

. Mr. MARINE. I have brought the men here and had a look at them.
I have been careful to exercise a proper supervision, and if the candi-
date did not suit me I'would not put him in. Of course you will un-
derstand that my preference is to appoint Republicans to office.
" Mr. ROOSEVELT. Not in the classified service. There must be no dis-
crimination. X N
. Mr. MARINE. Hereis the way I have done it; Idon’t want to mislead
you: I have never, when I have had this list before me, for instance,
if T did not know a man on the list, which very frequently is the case,
and did know the others, I would take the man I did know in prefer-
ence to the one I did not. s
Mr. Burns was-dismissed. Mr. Marine was asked to withdraw.

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES H. RAY,

Mr. OHARLES H. Ray, being called, testified as follows:

Examined by Mr. ROOSEVELT :

* Q. Your name, Mr. Ray %—A. Charles H. Ray.

Q. Position 2—A.. ‘United States assistant weigher. -

Q. How long have you been'in that position?—A. Since the 22d
day of last September. Can I ask you a question? I passed an exam-
ination when Collector Groome was here, and he jumped me. o

Q. You say you passed an examination while Mr, Groome wasin A
A. Yes, sir; and I stood second on the list.

Q. You were second on the list 2—A. I was the second appointment,
so I was told, whatever that meant. .

Q. You were appointed last year?—A. I took the examination last
April and passed, and came in here on the 22d day -of September.” L
stood at the head of the list. {

Q. Mr. Ray, have you contributed to any person within the last week
or so for political purposes ?—A. No, sir. \ ‘

Mr. RooSEVELT. Understand, you have a perfect right if you wish.

Mr. RAY. That’s all right; I tell you, sir, I did not contribute.

Q. Have you been asked 2—A. No, sir; not directly.

Q. Have you been indirectly 2—A. The treasurer of our association
‘in the Seventh ward—it is not a political assoeiation in any way, shape,
or form—he said that we would have-to have some money, and I said L
was willing to give anything. We have a costly——

Q. Who is the treasurer 7—A. Charles A. Allard.

Q. And in office %—A. No, sir; I know what the law is, and did not
intend to put myself in the law. ' '
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Q. You then, as a mdtter of fact, contributed ?—A. I contrlbuted,‘
‘one dollar.

Q. Have you not been spoken to beforé, so that anyone who said his
‘name was on a certain list was a contributor %—A. I told you, ¥’ un-
deretand—Mr. Allard y’ understand——that I was invited to hls house.

I thought I had a perfect right to go to a neighbor’s house. Iam a
Republican ; I know I was straight. I belong to a club. I thought I
had a right to—-outmde of my business hours; I thought I had a right

to give my money as I pleased. Iam an old- stock Repuablican, and I =

haveloved the party all my life.. The Democrats would turn me down
every time and would not put me in, and I could not stand back I
would give freely if I was not prohlblted by law.

By Mr. BONAPARTE:

Q. Mr. Ray, what is the name of thls club 2—A. We call ourselveS
“The Young Mern’s Republican Club of the Seventh ward,” in opposi-
tion to the Stone Club.

By Mr. ROOSEVELT :

Q. The Stone Club is the same as the Henderson Club ?—A Our
clab is the administration club. .

Q. The administration club—that’s what the fight will be to-day 3—
A. A great many people are in the post-office and the custom-house,
and I think it would be ungrateful if we went back on Mr, Johnson or .
‘Mr. Marine, and he never hinted at such a thing, and if he would say
it to anybody he would say it to me. . They have tried to crush me and
keep me out of here, and I was a voter when he was in hlS breeches—— .

By Mr. BONAPARTE:

Q. Mr. Ray, let us see if we ha.ve you down straight. Your name .
came to be on this list by your saying that you were willing to give -
him some money -—A. Certainly; he did not call on me.

Q Has anyone brought the list around here 2—A. I have not seen

I was out on duty, as the books will show, from last Wednesday
week to last Tuesday. If the list was brought to this custom- house
I didn’t see it. ™ :

Q. When did this meeting at Allard’s house take place, do you re-
member?—-—A Tuesday evening, 17th of March, I went up there.

* Q. On the 17th of March?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Is that correct 7—A. I think it is.

Q. Now, was there a Mr. Bell, an employé of the post office, a mem-
ber of that club?—A. I don’t know that he is a member of the club at
all now. He was down there when we first started. It’s a social
organization, you'understcmd We have people in it as are against us
and some are with us—its a social organization. And Mr. Bell has not
attended that club since before last September. ‘

By Mr. ROOSEVELT:
Q. Mr. John Bell, do you mean ?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Didn’t you attend 2 meeting at Mr. Bell’s house when he was ab-
sent 7—A. No, sir. (Witness here objected to being cross-examijped by

Mr. Bonaparte. Mr. Roosevelt said it was perfectly proper for Mr. Bona-
parte to cross question.)

Mr. RAY. That’s all right. Iam w1111ng to do it. I will answer you
trathfully I was not there. No, sir. ‘
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By Mr. BONAPARTE: o

Q. You know the meeting to which we refer?—A. No, sir, 1 do not.

I have not been in' Mr. Bell’s house at any meeting when he was ab-

~-gent. .

-~

Q. No meeting when he was present?—A. I stopped in one night.
I stop in there often. He lives right above me—right in the neighbor-
hood. ' : ’ ‘
Q. Wasn’t there a meeting there, Mr. Ray, about—somewhere—
about this same time you mentioned—within a week or ten days ago,
‘which was attended by different persons, some of them in the Govern-
ment employ, to consider ways and means for this coming campaign?—
A. We often talk—we have been talking some time together among
ourselves, and spend the evening in this way—talk over the adminis-
tration. We took an interest in Mr. Marine. We were going to hold
up the administration. And I think it is right, you understand. I.
never did anything during business hours, and had no hand in it, nor
made any arrangements. - :

By Mr. BONAPARTE :

Q. Why we are asking this is because we heard of this meeting up at
the post-office, and I want to see if the information that we got up there
is correct. Now, you were not present at any meeting at Mr. Bell’s
house?—A. I stopped at Mr. Bell’'s house a conple of weeks ago. He
was on duty. I went up there one night and stopped in and met sev-
eral of our friends there. '

Q. Mr. Bell was on duty that night ?—A. No, sir. '

Q. He was there?—A. For a short time. I was in there for an hour.
‘I went in there with a friend I knew. We walked down the street to-
gether but I haven’t done nothing to collect money.

Mr, ROOSEVELT. There is no charge against you. . ’ '

Mr. Ray, If there is a charge I will face the musie, sir.

i Mr BONAPARTE: “

Q. Is there not a Mr. Hammond connected with your club%—A. I
don’t know him, sir. ’ ’

Q. Do you know a Mr, Lingenfelter 7—A. No, sir; I don’t know him.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Oeh ?—A. Well, I have met
that young fellow. He has grown up later. I know more of the old
stock. ’

Q. Do you know a Mr. Armstrong ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Is this Mr. Oeh a_member of your club?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Was he present at this meeting at Mr. Bell’s house?—A. I didn’t
see him. I usnally go about and stop in and see my friends sometimes.

Mr. Ray was dismissed. '

Special Deputy Collector Henry Lingenfelter afterward stated that
Ray had told him that he (Ray) had made a contribution. By order of
Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray was recalled.

Examined by Mr. BONAPARTE :

Q. Mr. Ray, we want to see if we have got you quite straight about
this matter. Have you given anything yourself for this political busi-
ness I—A. I tell you no, sir.

Q. You haven’t given anything a$ all%—A. No, sir. ;

Q. Well, you know what I am driving-at is whether you have made
any contributions yourself for political purposes in connection with this
approaching primary election.—A. I understand what you are driving
at, and precis\ely what you mean.

.
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- Q. And you say you haven’t given anvthmg —A. Well—that i S -

you nnderstand—I again tell you no, sir. T
Q. You told us you had a conversamon with Mr. Allard who is the

treasurer of your club. -
Mr. Ray. I didn’t say club; I said association.

Mr, BONAPARTE. Well, call it association ; to whom you said that
‘you would put your name doWn on his list, but that nobody came around
to collect from that list, so far as you know.

A. I could not look after anybody else. I told you nobody came after -

me. .

4 . Q. And you have not, either at Mr. Allard’s house, or at your own ;
B ~ bouse, or_at Mr. Bell’s house, or here, given anything yourself}—A, . -
| No, sir; I have not. If you want an affidavit, I will make it. ;
Q. ‘And you Have not seen anyone giye 1—A. No, sir ; nota Govern-

' ment employé. No one ever approached me in any way, shape, or form,

=) ‘ ‘neither about here, nor anywlhere else,'at all, sir.

o Mr. ROOSEVELT. Mr. Lingenfelder, you told us that Mr. Ray told

you, I understand, that he had given.

Mr. LINGENFELDER. He either said that, or that he had intended to
give. As I recollect, he signed his name. He said he had not given,

but he had intended to give. He had put his name down on a piece of

paper in his own house.

Mr, RAY, I told Mr. Lingenfelder I was asked—1I said I Would con-

. O tribute—by a friend outside of the Government employ, Mr. Alard—I

- say this much, I did not give my money. I wason duty outside of this

building for a week nearly. When I come in I had not given, and I

. did not give. .

Rt B Q. You put your name down #—A. Yes, sir; on Mr. Allard’s paper.

: Q. You did *—A. Yes, sir; for the expenses of the club, or organi- i

zation—I-do not term it “/political purposes.”

oo : By Mr. BONAPARTE :

Q. When was that you put your name down on the paper, Ray ?—A.
About a week or so before I seen Mr. Lingenfeider. He went to one
of our houses.

Q. Where was it that you put your name down—in your own house ?
A A. No, sir; we were trying to raise contributions to defray the expenses
ke, of our club-—-—-— : v
i Q. Was it in your club room #—A. No, indeed. We were trymg to
‘raise money towards defraying expenses.

Q. Where was it that you put your name down ?—A. It was in Mr.
Bell’s house.

By Mr. ROOSEVELT :

Q. It was in Mr, Bell’s house 3—A. Yes, sir; at night.
Q. Who else was there?—A. I don’t know.
Q. Was Mr. Bell there 2—A. I did not see him.

By Mr. BONAPARTE:
. Q. Where is Mr. Bell’s house 2—A. About three squares above me,
i By Mr. ROOSEVELT :
: Q. Who else besides Mr. Bell and Mr, Allard were there“f Was Mr. -
- Oeh there3—A. I can’t say positively. He is one of the latter-day
boys.
Q. There were no other employés of the custom-house 3—A.. Oh, yes H
there were several of us there that mght;. |
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Q. Was Mr. Klmbdu there ?-—A No, sir; he belongs to the Sixth

ward.

Q. Did all people present put their names down on that list9—A. I
could not say. -
7 Q. Who started the list%—A. I don’t know. ‘

Q. Who asked you to put your name down ?—A. No one. We were
anxious to get our club out of debt, and the money was put in a fund.

Q. Who started it 2—A. I can’t te]l

Q. Were there any names down when you signed ?—A. Yes, sir;
there were several names down, but I could not tell you who were
ahead of me.

Q. Could you not see who was ahead of you?—A. No, sir; I signed
with my glasses off, I could not,

™ By Mr. BONAPARTE :

Q. You went to Mr. Bell’s house to a meeting there with a number
of persons. Who they were you don’t remember. And there was a
paper that, somehow or other, was there for the people to sign, but you
don’t know bow it got there; and you signed it, but you don’t feel
"' quite clear how you came to sign it.
*" Mr. RAY. I signed it because I thought it was my duty to give my
aid. I said I would be one of ten men to clean the debt up. '

By Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. You said you would be one of ten men to clean the debt up —A.,
Our clubis a social organization and has nothing to do with anything
bearing on this election. We have people of both' factions in it, and
we come together at night, or Sunday or Monddy, or whenever we

. please. .

.By Mr. BONAPARTE :

Q. Did Mr. Allard preside over that meeting 2—A. Which?

Q. That which met at Mr. Bell’s house ; who presided over that meet-
ing %—A. Now, there was.no organized meeting. Some young man

‘]UQ'( took a payer; whoit was 1l don t know.

Q. Took it around 4—A. No, he did not take it around at all. Nobody
was asked straight out to contribute.

Q. Nobody was asked to contribute 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Did the young man put it down on the table ?—A. No, sir, it was
on the table, aund nobody put it'there as [ know of.

Q. Did everyone put down his name?—A. I can’t tell that., There
is always some people who won’t pay nothing.

Mr. MARINE. Was this money that you subseribed for there at that
meeting, was it to be used in the campaign in the Seventh ward —A.
I could not tell you that to save my lite. I told you I did not pay any
money. ,

, By Mr. ROOSEVELT;

Q. When are you going {o pay the mone) —A. 1 am’b gomg to pay
it at all, now,

Q. What did you put your name down for? Tell us frankly about
this." )

Mr. MARINE. You had better just answer the question. You have
said that when you subscribed you subscribed to the club and that it
was for club purposes. What these gentlemen want to get at is this:
they want to ascertain whether you are sincere in telling them that
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Yyou really gave money for club purposes, that you d1d not rea]lv glve
for some other purpose.

Mr. RAY. No, sir; Iam telling the truth. I gave $o, you understand
By Mr. ROOSEVELT T :
Q. Just answer me this question: Was the money you gave there for

the purpose of that club or was it for other purposes?—A. I could not

_ tell you to save my life. Istated that we wanted to raise money for the

club. Some said they were going into this fight and that it would take -

-some money to pay the legitimate expenses, and after they asked Mr.,
Allard and another office-holder, I told them I was'willing to pay $5.

Q. Who ?—A. Mr. Allard and some other gentleman.

- Q. Was Mr, Bell present?—A. I don’t know. -
Q. Was Mr. Bell present when you told Mr. Allard that you would
pay some money ¥—A. Nor, sir. When Mr. Lingenfelder sent for me
that day I refused ; I did not give a cent. -

Q. Do you recollect who it was that said that we were going into this
fight and needed money for legitimate expenses #-—A. No, sir; I got a
little mixed on that. Of course, we have two primaries in our wa.rd and-
some of them said we had some expenses to meet.

Q. For the friends of the Administration?—A. I did not say for the
friends of the Administration, exactly. I have given no money after
Mr. Lingenfelder called me up. I thought there was people trymg to
put a job up on me and trying to get me into a snap. :

Q. Had you been asked tocall at Mr. Bell's?—A. I was told that
some one would be there.

Q. Who told you ?—A. Word was left at my house. My wife told

~me some one wanted to see me at Mr. Bell’s house.

Q. Do you remembgr how many people were at Mr. Bell’s house ¥—A.
About eight or ten, or a dozen.

Q. You say some of them are employés of the post-office and the
custom-house —A. No, sir; none from the custom-house but myself.

Q. Did-you see Mr. Bell or any other employés of the post-officé 2—A..
Yes. sir; I seen Mr. Bell there, and Mr. Bell stayed there during the
time we were there.

Q. Was he there all that time —A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you mean by saying he was not there?—A. I dld not
say it.

Q. Yes, you did. Was he there when you put your name down on
that paper 2—A. Yes, sir; he was.

Q. Did he put his name down 9%—A. I did not notice.

Q. To whom were you to pay the money 2—A. To Mr. Allard

Mr. Ray was dismissed.

At 5.30 p. m. the examination, was resumed, conducted by Mr.
Roosevelt and Mr. Rose.

'

TESTIMONY OF CAPT. WILLIAM FENSLEY.

A

Capt. WILLIAM FENSLEY, being called, said :

Examined by Mr. ROOSEVELT :

Q. Your name ?—A. Capt. William Fensley. b

Q. What is your position at present —A. I am a night m%pector.

Q. When appointed —A. I was appointed under Colonel Webster.

Q. So you have been here a dozen years. An honorable record.—A.
Oh, I am in my twelfth year now. This is the third Administration I
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have served under, and the illustrious predecessor of the collector has
done more for me, I suppose, than avy of the others. But perhaps the
present collector may do something yet.

Q. Do you recollect being present within the last week or two at a
meeting Where a number of office-holders were present—I think Mr.
Kimball presided—where some money was raised, or they started to
collect some money in reference to these primaries that are just taking
place to-day ”’—A I was at that meeting; do you want me to be truth-
ful ¢
. Mr. RoosEVELT. I would very much prefer it. About what date was
that meeting ¢

A. Well, I think it was on last Tuesday, 2 or 3 weeks ago.

Q. Then it was before the 17th 2—A. About that time.

Q. Where did it take place —A. It took place on Chester street.

Q. Chester street 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In whose house ?—A. Now, I could not tell you that, for I haven’t
been living in that ward more than 2 years, and have not been associ-
ated in polxtlcs, although 1 have always voted my prmelples.

By Mr. RosE:

Q What ward is thls 9—A. Ilive in the Sxxth ward., 1 moved in thls \
two years ago this May.

Q. Was itnot in a Republican association rooms ?—A. It was a Re-
publican association.

- Q. Held in a private house ?—A. Yes, sir; - but it was only a private
meeting, not a political gathering.

© Q. You do not know the name of the man who owned the house -
A. No, sir, I do not. .Tll tell you why I happened to be in that meet-
ing. 1 was walking 1e1sure1y up the street after tea, when I was ac-
costed by a friend, who asked me if I was going to the meeting. I
knew there was going to be a meeting of a few gentlemen, a private
meeting, and I thought I would go up to -that.

Q. Were the other gentlemen employés of the custom- house and post-
office %—A. Now, I could not say. I suppose there were some. There
was two or three there and more, and there was outsiders—to be frank -
with you, I only knew a few.

Q. What were the names of the post-office men who were there?—A.
Well, now, before I proceed any further, 1 see that you are going to
interview me closely. Now, sir,in point of law, a witness is not bound
to incriminate himself,

Mr. ROOSEVELT. In point of law, yes. This is not a legal examina-
tion, and nothing you will say here could. be used against you. You
are not speaking under oath we may make you swear to what you
say.

Mr. RosE. \Tothmg will be used agamst you in any criminal pro-
ceeding.

" Mr. ROOSEVELT. So far as I know, there has been no charge against
you at all, not a thing.
‘ WITNESS.‘ If I am guilty, let me suffer.

By Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. Well, who are the employés of the post-office building who were
there ?—-—A There was a gentlemau there named Biddleman——

Mr. LINGENKELDER. He is not in the post-office; he is in Umted
States Marshal Airey’s office.
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By Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. Well, af that meeting, did you decide to raise funds in view of the
coming primaries or for legitimate expenses?—A. Yes, sir; there was
some funds for to pay the necessary expenses of the house that we
were to occupy for that day, and I was there this afternoon and saw
where they had a private house for holding the primaries, which is
legitimate. : -

Q. I understand entirely. Now, who produced the paper?—A.
There was no paper. '

Q. Did you just put in your funds without paper —A. Oh, no, sir;
I'was only invited there; this was asked as voluntary contribution.

d ((1;3 Did you pay in the voluntary contribution that evening %—A. I

; :

Q. To whom did you pay it ?—A., Well, now, there was about a dozen
persons there, and I don’t know who I did hand it to; but I was ap-
pointed one of the officers to disburse the money and yet it was handed
to another, for I had not been to the meeting ; never had been to those
meetings in that ward, not for a number ot years, from the time I ran
for council a number of years ago. ‘ \ ; :

Q. Don’t you recollect who you handed it to ?-—A. I don’t; I handed
it to a gentleman who was sitting like Mr. Smith and he handed it to

Q. Who handed their money to you?—A.. No one; not anybody.

Q. Didn’t any one hand you any money ¢—A. No, sir. o

Q. Who did the others hand their money to, then?—A. Well I be- -
lieve they appointed—I don’t know the gentleman. I never seen him
before, but know, I believe, he was the custodian of the funds.

By Mr. ROSE: o ' !

Q. Didn’t you hear his name?—A. Well, perhaps I did. '

Q. Dor’t you remember it?—A. Well, let me see, I would not remem-
ber it now. I never seen the man before to know him. .

Q. Besides Captain Biddleman who else was there that you knew 7—

A, Mr. Kimball— . i ) ,

Q. Anybody glse from the custom-house?—A. No, sir; him and 1 T
were representing the custom-house. - i

Q. Who else was there from the post-office—Captain Biddleman of-
the United States marshal’s office—who represented the post-ofﬁce 9—

A. Well, there were several gentlemen there that I did not know, sir.

Q. Did you know anybody that was there besides Mr. Kimball, Mr:
Biddleman, and yourself?—A. I knew a gentleman named Mr. Bond.

Q. Where is he?—A. I don’t know whether he is in the post-office or
in the custom-house. : '

Q. Do you know if he is in office?—A. I don’t know.

Q. Is it your impression that he is?—A. No, sir; I dido’t say that.

I don’t know. 4 o o

Q. Mr. Bond was there,. Who else? Who is Mr. Bond? is the first
question.—A. He keeps a coal yard. -

Q. Who else?—A. That is all that I knew.

Q. Was this gentleman,the custodian of the fund, was he an employé
of the post-office 7—A. I don’t know, sir; I could not say.

Q. Well, do you mean to say that you do not know the name of the .
man to whom you gave your money ¥—A. I did not. He was sitting J
in the parlor of this house, and I was invited there. : .

Q. How did you happen to be in the house ?—A. I met a gentleman
on the street who knew me. Said he, “Good evening; I think I know
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your business up this way.” “Perhaps you do,” said I, and he told me
of this meeting.
Q. What was your busmess 9—A. To go to this little meetmg,
Q. How did you know of it?—A. I was invited.
. Q. By whom, sir?—A.-I dow’t know, sir. I gota note without any
name.
Q. You got a note without a name mgned to it?—A. It was mgned
¢4 Committee.”

Q. Committee of what 1A, I don’t know, Just simp]y committee.

Q. Have you that note?—A. No, sir. -

Q. Where did they tell you to go?—A. If you W111 remember I sald
Ohester street.

Q. What number 2—A. I don’t rémenmber.

Q. Between what streets?—A. It was at night and I had to look
where Jefferson street was. 1 did not know when I got to it until I
" looked up at the lamp post. I have not been up in that section of the
town for years. I do not know between what streets.

Q. Then you received a note signed by no name ?

WiTKEsS. I said committee,

Q. Did they name the committee ?—A. No, sir. '

. Q. You received a note signed “ Committee;” the note named asked
you to call upon a house on Chester street, ot which you have forgotten
the number.—A. The number was on my paper.

Q. The name of the owner of the house you never knew, or have
forgotten.—A. I never seen the geutleman before. I have never been
in the house before.

Q. What did this note ask you to do 2—A.. Simply said that they were
gom g to have a meeting and invited me to be there.

Q. A meeting of what ?—A. Some Republican members of that ward.

Q. For what purpose ?—A. This the note did not state.

Q. Just a meeting of some Republican members?—A. I would like -
to produce that note so that you can see what I am say mg is correct,

By Mr. Rose:

Q. You said you were one of a commlttee. Who were your colleagues
on that committee 2—A. Mr. Biddleman was one, and the other gentle-
man that was the custodian of the funds, I don’t know Lis name..

. Q. The committee appointed received and disbursed the funds. It
consisted of Mr. Biddleman, yourself, and this other gentleman 7—A.
Yes,sir. But before we had left the money was handed over to this
gentleman to disburse the funds. I have never seen any of it since.

Q. If you were one of a committee to disburse the funds you should
not have forgotten the name of the gentleman who was to disburse
them.—A. If you will remember I said to you I never seen the gentle-
man before or since; and it was all done by acclamation. It was of
such small merit I did not bother my head about it.

Q. How much money did you give?—A. Is that a proper question ?

Mr. RooSEVELT. That is perfectly proper.

A. 1 gave $10.

Q. Did those present contrlbute $10 each 7—A. Some of them did.

By Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. How much did it take to pay the rent of that house 2—A. I don’t
know. Now, let me make another remark. The reason I contributed
that amount was that there was another man present who was too poor
to bear his share. I said he was not able to contribute, and 1 gave 5
first, and then said I would give $5 for that other gentleman.
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A Qi\T The understanding was, then, that each person should give $5’?—¥
. No, sir. v : Co
Q. But- everybody did give $5 apiece?—A. No, sir; there were
some who did not give a cent. Mr, Kimball was”one of them. Some

gave $10,

Q. Mr. Kimball didw’t give a cent 2—A. No, sir. :

Q. What was the name of the gentleman for whom you gave the
$57—A. I never seen him before or since. He made some such remark,
¢Ireally am too poor to give,” and, of course, I said, “Here take this $5.”
It there is any blame attached to that I am the guilty party. N ow, I
know Mr. Kimball didu’t give one cent, because he was not able.

Q. You do not know who this gentleman was %—A. No; sir.
By Mr. RosE: A

Q. Was he in the Government service ¢—A. I don’t know. "As Ire-
marked a while ago there were only two or three there I did know, Mr.
Kimball and Mr, Biddleman. )

By Mr. ROOSEVELT:

Q. About how many in ali were present 2—A. I could not tell you.

Q. Did Mr. Kimball preside over that meeting 2—A. Yes, sir.

‘Q. Were there as many as a dozen persons there 3—A. Perhaps there
were. It was a private meeting.

Q. You say you, Captain Biddleman, and the unknown gentleman -
were appointed a committee to receive the funds and then you handed
them over to the unknown gentleman %—A. That was it, sir. _ ‘

Q. Whom did the persons present hand their money to ?—A.. I could:
riot say, sir. Iam now speaking for myself. That I could not say. In
a half a dozen or so of gentlemen in a small room, not half as large as
this, and they were sitting there using a lamp on a mantlepiece—there
was no gas in the room. I was sitting away back in a corner. I could
not see all present. I went there more for to see what was going on
than anything else. I never gave a dollar in my life in the custom-
house for political purposes. . o

Q. How mach did you give to political purposes last fall }—A. Well,
I would have given a great deal more than I did, because the gentleman
I brought out and ran for Congress, I corresponded with- at Thousand
Isles, Rev. Royal H. Puliman, and he is an honor to any political
party. I never gave a cent to any politician outside, sir.

Captain Fensley was dismissed.

-

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM P. KIMBALL.

WiLLiAM P. KIMBALL, being called, said:

Questioned by Mr. ROOSEVELT:
'Q. Your name?—A. William P, Kimball. ‘
Q. Position %—A. Laborer on the custodian’s force. s
Q. When were you appointed, roughly #—A. About 10 months ago, -
Q. Mr. Kimball, do you recollect a meeting that took place in'a house

on Chester street —A. Yes, sir; I presided at that meeting.

Q. It was a meeting called, was it not, to provide fxmds for the pri-

maries 9—A. Yes, sir. ) ]
Q. You made no subscriptions 2—A. No, sir.
Q. What was the number of the house ?—A. Well, now, I can’t tell

you that. ,

"
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Q. Whose houséwas it?—A. Mr. Smlth’s-—Charles Smith’s, one of the
letter: carriers in the Baltimore post-office. I’ll tell you the whole story.
One evening, here, spme one handed me a little bit ‘of 2 notice request-

‘ing me to attend a meeting of office-holders. It gave the number of
the house. I haven’t got it now, else I would show it to you. It was
gigned by “ Committee,” thatisall. I don’t know, perhapssome one ap-
‘pointed himself committee and sent these notes around.

Q. Was the notice in ordinary handwriting —A. It was just mere
writing,,

Q. D.o you know, was the wrltmg by Mr. Smith himself?—A. I don’t

‘think it was. I know who the instigator of the writing—well, I don’t
know ; I thidk I know. Il tell you the circumstances. Well, at first,
I thought I would not go up to the meeting. I don’t take no great
amount of interest in factional squabblés, and I tell you I don’t take no
great amount of pride in any fight among the members of my own party.
I generally do everything I can for the Republican party. I knew that
this was somewhat of a factional——

- Q. Do you mean that it was for the Johnson faction agaiust the so-
called Henderson faction %—A. I suppose so.

Q. There are two factions in this city, and one of these is called the
Johnson faction.—A. Well, in common parlance they are all Republi-
cans, and I guess a8 good Republicans as I am. After I had received

" that notice I went up there; at first I had rather determined not to go.
But I said I guess this looks like they were going to raise some money -
for the primary election purposes. I always take an interest in my

party. Il am going up to the primaries now to vote, as soon as you get
through with me. I don’t take no interest in anything where you have
to buy and wuzzle people. I think everybody ought to go to the
primaries and vote for himself: I have known Mr. Marine a long time.
He has never intimated to me anything about primaries, because he
knows I would do just exactly what I thought best.

Q. Yon haven’t known of Marshal Airey coming down here and

- influencing men ?-—A. No, sir. He comes down here very frequently.
They don’t come to me, for I will do just as I please. 1 vote for the
best man in the party. I went up there and sat there. I supposelam
pretty well recognized in that ward, having been a candidate for city
council, and I suppose, generally, on a.ccount of my age and my long
services in the Republican party, I, suppdse that they respected me
enough to say, as Mr. Biddleman proposed “I move that Mr. Kimball
take the chair.” I had no particular objections, so I took the chair.
 What is the object of this meeting, gentlémen.” said I. ¢ The object
of this meeting is to raise money for the primaries.” Mr. Biddleman,
one of Mr. Airey’s deputies, got up and moved that a committee of three:
be appointed to raise money. Well, I put the motion, and it was de-
clared that a committee of three be appointed; unanimous of course.
‘Well, the next question was how shall it be appomted ? It was declared
that the Chair appoint the committee. Well, I appointed Mr. Biddle-
man, a8 the maker of the motion, and, lookmg around, I saw Mr. Smith
quite prominent and appointed him. 1 looked a.round agam and took
our friend here, Captain Fensley.

YQ Mr. Smith was the letter carrier at whose house this was?—A,

es, sir.

Q. And Mr. Smith was the third man ?—A. Yes, sir. I thought that
if they were going to raise money it would be best to distributeit around.
They commenced contrlbutmg and I believe 60 was raised.

¥
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Q. About how many persons were present?—A. Well, I dor’t know. 1
suppose about 18. There were 1 or 2 men from the custom-house, my-
self and Mr, Fensley, and some were there from the post-office. I know
them all, but counld not call them by name. I know almost everybody
I see on the street, but, owing to my age, my recollection of names is
very bad. )

Q. Was Mr. Bond there %—A. Yes.

Q. What office has he ?-—A. I don’t know ; no office in this building.
Well, they all contributed, I believe. There was some poor man there
who didp’t get more than $6 a week. Isaid, ¢ Don’t you give any money ;
no m%n who don’t get any more salary than you or I are not entitled to
give. oo

Q. When they got through, to whom did they  give the money ?—A.
To Biddleman, ‘

Q. Biddleman was the man, then?—A. Yes; theyreported the amount,
I believe, some $60 or $70. I understand since that they raised some $100.
Now, gentlemen, I have given you a sort of a history—a feeble his-
tory. ¢ Now,”saysI, ¢ Gentlemen, I have about 37 cents in my pocket
and I will spend that for beer.” They got a talking about the adminis-
tration, and I said, “ Gentlemen, I am always willing to contribute any-
thing within my means for the Republican party. I have always done
it all my life, and I never have tried to get @ man to vote illegally.”

Q. To whom was the money paid 2—A. To Biddleman. Some of them
made contributions without paying. Mr. Phillips was there. '

Q. In the post-office 7—A. Yes, sir, a clerk, I believe. He didn’t con-
tribute money at that time. .

Q. Who did he give his money to, Biddleman ?—A. Smith,

Q. How much ?—A. He said he would give §5.

Q. Five dollars. That was the usual sum.—A. About that. Some
gave $10. Captain Fensley gave $5, and and some went up to $10, and
he said he would give as much as anybody and gave 5 more. :

Q. Whom‘did Captain Fensley give his money to?—A. I guess to
Biddleman. ,

Q. Did Biddleman take charge 9—A. He took charge of the money
that was raised there. ,

Q. Biddleman has been a long while an office holder in_the ward.—A.
Yes, sir. He is one of Mr. Airey’s friends and chosen leader. '
(). He has been an Airey representative for a number of years ?—A.
Yes, he stands around the polls at election, and if there is any fighting
to be done or ballot-box stuffing, I suppose he does his share of it.
Those men were very liberal with their money that night in order to
fight the men in their own party, but when we had an election 2 years
ago the very men who put up their, money that night we could not get

a dollar out of them. '

Q. This was given to help the Johnson, Airey crowd at the prima-
ries 7—A. Of course it was. ,

Q. It was to help the Johnson, Airey crowd ?—A. I think so.

Q. Do you recollect any other names besides Phillips, Smith, Bond,
Fensley, yourself and Biddlemen ?—A. Well, there were 3 or 4 men
there. ‘

Q. Mostly people in the post-office 7—A. Allin the post-office except

/.

Biddleman, Fensley, and myself—all were office-holders.

Q. It was a meeting of office holders ¥—A. Yes, sir; I know the men
well enough, but can not recollect their names.
Mr. Kimball was dismissed, and the examination was ended.
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INVESTIGATION AT BALTIMORE POST-OFFICE.
Present: Hon, Theodore Roosevelt and Charles J. Bonaparte.
TESTIMONY OF J. PHILLIP SINDALL.

~ J. PHILLIP SINDALL testified asfollows: _

Q. (Mr. RoOSEVELT.) What'is your posmon 7—A. Iam the custodian
of box rents; I rent the boxes and collect the rents.

Q. You are a member of the custodian’s force 2—A. No, sir; Tamin
the city division.

Q. Are you a letter-carrier 2—A. No, sir; I rent the boxes and col-
leet the rents,

Q. Are you in the postmaster’s employ or in. the custodian’s em-
ploy?—A. I am under the _postmaster direct.

Q. In the classified service 2—A. 1 am not under the civil service,

Q. When were you appointed ¥—A. On the 18th of August, I thmk
last; I think my commission dates from that time.

Q What ward.do you livein 2 —A. Fifth,

Q. Were you at the primaries there last Monday 2—A. Yes, sir.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I think I saw you there myself.

Mr. SINDALL. I wasstanding on the steps and Mr. McCafferty showed
you to me. I understood Mr. McCaﬂerty to say, ¢ Thereis Mr.Sindall,
one of the post-office employés;” and I said,” ¢« Yes, here Iam.”

Q. About how long had you been there when I was there?—A. I
could not say; I'remember seeing you there.

Q. You were working at the primaries 7—A. Not partlcularly I was
not ticket-holder or challenger. I was elevated above the rest, stand-
ing on the steps, so I could look over the crowd. .

Q. Were you a Henderson man ?—A. Iama Republican.

Q. The word ¢ Republican” seems to have an elastic meaning in Balti-
more.-—A. Well, the postmaster and I have always been personal friends

-and on the same s1de of the house.

Q. So you were on the postmaster’s side 2—A. Well, I do not know
as it was especmlly on his side; I supported the ticket headed by Mr.,
William M. Stewart.

Q. The side you supported was the Johnson side 9——A Yes, sir.

Q. What side is that ?—A. Some call it the administration side.

Q. How much, ifanything, did you pay towards the expenses of the
primaries ?—A. I always contributed to the expenses before I was in -
office. Ipaid to Mr. William Stewart, the gentleman who headed our
ticket—I made him a contribution of $3.

Q. Mr. Stewart, he is the head——A. He is the gentleman that was
a candidate for the State convention. ,

Q. Washe the leader of the Johnson side?—A. I do not know as he
was a special leader.

Q. How did you happen to pay him ?—A. Well, he was the gentle-
man that was managing the affairs, and so I paid hlm.

Q. Was $5 the amount usunally paid ?—A. I do not know; I only
know about myself. .

Q. You do not know of any one elsepaying —A, No; butI suppose
they did around here. _
Q. You say you suppose money was paid around here?—A., Well, I

suppose it was.

Q. Do you not know, as a matter of fact, that there was ?—A. Well
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that is the'custom. There are expenses to be paid and I paid some to-

"~ wards them., I had been on committees before, and I knew there wene
expenses to be paid. .

Q. Now, your belief is that at this time, as at ordinary tlmes, the
bulk of the people that were interested in that work had to pay a cer-
tain amount, voluntarily, of thelr own accord 7—A. Well, I do not sup- -
pose any thmg about it.

Q. Of the other office-holders here in the post-office do you know who -
live in your ward 2—A. I think there are probably eight or ten.

Q. Did all of those pay ?—A. I could not tell you:

Q. Do you know if any of them paid 2—A. Well, they will have to
answer that for themselves.

Q. As a matter of fact haven’t you heard that they did pay ?-—-A
Well, yes; generally I think they did.

/7 Q. It isyour belief that generally they did pay ?—A. I think so; yes,
sir.

Q. There was an office-holder by you at the time you saw me, was
there not? What was his name ?—A. There were two standing on the
pavement; there were two stoops and I'stood on the top stoop. Ihad a
light overcoat on, and McCafferty said, ¢ There is Sindall, a post -office
man ;7 and I said, “Yes, here I am.”

Q. Who were the two men that were there?—A. I think one of them
was William Root, and Clapp, the custom-house man,

Q. Was William Root a letter-carrier 2—A. No, sir; he is a mght
watchman. \

Q. Custodian’s force?—A. I could not tell you.

Q. But he is here in the post- otﬁce 1—A. Yes, he is on at nlght—
mght watchman. :

Q. Who else from the post-oiﬁce were there at the time?—A. I do
not know. There might have been several others there but I did not
see them at the time.

Q. Did you meet with any of these gentlemen, Mr. Root, or any of
the others before the primaries took place?—A, Yes, sir; I was not at
any of the meetings or at the caucus.

Q. Were you there throughout the time the polls were open3—A.
N];O’ not all the time. I should judge the majority of the tlme I was
there.

. Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE. ) Was the election that was held there an orderly
one?—A. I think there wasas good a crowd as there usually is, some of
the best citizens'we have were there, and the police acted very fairly. I
think there were some seven or eight taken to the station.

Q. Were any of those seven or eight in Goverzment employ 72—A.
No, sir; I do not think any of them were in Government positions of
any kmd

Q. As far as you could see, was it a fair election 2—A. I do not think
you would want any better class of persons than there was there that
day. 1 did not see anythimesimproper. I do not remember exactly,
but I have seen in the press a great many complaints on both sides
about cheating on that occasion.

Q. Was there anything of that kind at your ward?—A. Not to my"
knowledge. There were two well-known Democrats there that I know -
of; one was Gracey and the other was Kaiser, though I believe they
voted both ways. They take a very active interest during the Repub-
lican primaries and I think cause a great deal of trouble here. I said,
«“RErwin, I think those men are Democrats;” and the judges refused to
take their votes; one by the name of Gra,cey and the other by the name

_of Kaiser.

' : -
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN F. THOMAS,

- JorN' F. THOMAS testified as follows : ‘ '

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) ‘Whatis your position $-—A. Supenntendent of
registry division.

Q. Appointed when?—A. Seventeenth of last March a year ago. .

Q. Do you recollect a conversation you had a couple of weeks ago,or
thereabouts, with Mr. Noah' Pierson in reference to an alleged contribu-
tion by a man named Ashton?—A. I know Mr. Ashton very well, and

- Iknow Mr. Pierson.

Q. Both post-office employés 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect the conversation referred to?—A. T could not,
unless something would call it to my mind. .
Q. It was about whether Mr. Ashton had gubscribed $o for use in
the primaries.—A. I can not bring it to my mind. 'Of course a number

spoke to me about it. '

Q. Spoke to you about what?—A. Well about the prlmary electlons
being held here in the city. = .

Q. Do you recollect thé substance of what Mr. Pierson had been say-
ing to you about the pmma.mes 9—A. No, sir; no more than speakmg .
~ about how the primaries were in my end of town.

Q. Do you mean asking what the outlook was?—A. Well, yes; I

" Dbeljeve it was.

. Q. The ﬁghf being between, as I understand, the Johnson and H’en
derson factions, so called ?¥—A. Not in my sectlon no, sir,

Q.- What was the fight in your ward 4—A. Well the fight was a kind
of personal matter between the United States paymaster in my ward,
who has been attempting to run the people of my ward —

Q. United States paymaster?—A. Yes, sir; United States naval
paymaster, Mr. Arthur J. Pritchard.

Q. In the naval service?—A. Yes, sir; United States Navy.

Q. He is an ally of Mr. Henderson’s {—A. I do not know as he is
an ally of anyone, but I judge his feelings would be that way.

Q. Heis opposed to the faction or division to which Mr. Johnson and
Mr. Airey belong ?¥—A. Well, I rather judge he would be that way, but
that was the principal fight. I took no very active part in it myself
because I felt I had no right to.

Q. You did not think you had a right to takeé a very active part 2—A.

- No, sir; being an office-holder. i

Q. Were you at the primaries last Monday 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you stay there any length of time ?—A. Ido not think I was
there over 15 minutes.

Q. What is your ward %—A. Thirteenth wa,rd

Q. You do recollect Mr. Pierson speaking to you about the $5 that
Mr. Ashton was to have given ?—A. Some one came to me, I could not
tell you who it was, but some one came to me and said, ‘ Thomas are you

‘not making a fight in your ward;” and I said I did not feel a great deal

" of interest in it and did not know as I would go to the polls, and he

“asked me whether Mr. Ashton was not in my ward. To the best of my
-recollection it was something of that kind. And Isaid, ¢“Yes, Mr. Ash-
ton is in my ward,” and he said, “Mr. Ashton is going to give Mr. Pier-
‘sou something towards the pmmarxes.” Well, I said that was all right;
“Mr. Ashton can do as he pleases, I have not seen him,” He is an
englneer in this building. :
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Q Is that all you know about that mstance?—A Yes; sir; that is
all 1 know about that instance.

Q. When this man spoke to you about the fact that Mr. Ashton was
going to give this money, did he mention any other people who were
going to give money %—A. No, sir; not to my knowledge. Idon’t think
he mentioned any other persou.

Q. Did you subseribe yourself —A. I gave something..

Q. Ten dollars ?—A. 1 did, sir, without being solicited by any person.

Q. To whom did you give it 2—A. I am under the apprehension that
I gaveit to Mr. Hammond ; I am not positive about that. Mr Hammond
. is an honorable and uprlg‘ht man,

Q. Where did you give it to Mr. Hammond 9—A. I am not ableto say,
but I know it was not in this building ; that I am positive about.

Q. Did Mr. Hammond have a list of the people who gave him mon-

ey %—A. Tam not able to tell you that; I never inqaired of him.

Q. Was he the treasurer of your ward association 2—A. Yes, sir; he

‘has been, I guess, for the last fifteen or twenty years.

Q. How many post-office employés are there from that ward 2—A. I-
think there are about ten—about eight or ten.

Q. Did each of them pay ?—A. I could not say.

@, Did each of them vote ?—A. I could not say abont that

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Mr. Thomas, as I understand it, you do not
remember telling anyone anything about this matter of Pierson and
Ashton 2—A. I might have spoken aboutit, but I am positive that I did
not give any information to lead them to sohclt any subscriptions or any-
thing of that kind. I might have possibly spoken to some one about it.

Q. Did you tell Mr. Pierson that you had heard that he had received
$5 from Ashton for these primaries and failed to turn it over 7—A. I
am not positive about that; I might pessibly have said it. I hardly
knew Mr. Ashton, because T never came in contact with him and never
thought a.nythmg about him.

Q. I understood you to say to Mr. Roosevelt a moment ago that this
Mr. Hammond of whom you speak is an honorable and respectable -
gentleman %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You would regard any information derived from him as being per-
fectly trustwortby %—A. I think it would be perfectly trustworthy.

Q. I believe it is a fact that Mr. Hammond was in Government em-
ploy and lost his position some months ago?—A. He was in, I believe,
about six weeks. He was holding a position as watchman or some-
thing of the kind.

Q. How long ago was it that he lost that place, do you recollect?—
A. To the Lest of my recollection it was about five or six weeks ago,
or possibly two mnnths ago.

Q. Had Mr. Johnson anything to do with Mr. Hammond’s losing his
place 2—A. Well, that is something I cannot answer.

Q. Have you any reason to believe that Mr. Hammond would have
any grudge against Mr. Johnson on that account?—A. That is & mat-
ter that I never looked into. '

Q. You do not think Mr., Hammond is a man who would work osten-

- sibly for one wing of the party and at the same time endeavor to assist
the other side 2—A. I do not think so. I would certainly rely on any-
thing he would tell me. He is a perfectly honorable gentleman. )

Q. Now, in regard to this matter which you say that Mr. Pritchard
isconnected with, what did Mr. Pritchard do in regard to this primary 7—
A. Well, it Would be hard for me to tell what he did not do. He did
everythmg that a man could possibly do, 1 beheve from all accounts.

1156—6
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Q Do you know whether-he collected any money ?—A. I do not
know whether he collected any or not, but he furnished a good deal.

Q. You know the fact that he did furnish money 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know to whom he paid it?%—A. I know a great many per-
sons who said they. received a good deal from him. I have heard 11:
quite frequently.

Q. Were any of those persons in Government employ %—A. Not to
my knowledge.

Q. Do you know where this money was pald to Mr. Pritchard 4—A. -
No, sir; L could not tell you, but likely at h1s residence; I have heard
some ot them say at his residence.

Q. Was he at-the primary 2—A. I could not tell you. I did not see
him there. He was not there while I was there. I left the office here
about half past 4, went to the polls and voted, and went to the cigar
store, staid, I thmk about 15 minates, and went to supper and did not
come back any more

Q. Was the election in your ward an orderly one %—A. I would not
take it that way. i

Q. You would not-%—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there a good deal of disorder%—A. What little I saw of it
there was about as much disorder as there could possibly be.

Q. Do you know whether anybody was arrested for breaches of the .
peace 2—A. I have heard of a good many being arrested.

Q. About how many 9—A. I could not tell you that, but I saw quite

" a crowd of them being taken to the patrol box while T was there, and
I saw a young man running with a policeman’s club in his hand. The
police had undertaken to arrest him and he took his club away from
him and ran.

Q. Were any Government employés in that ward arrested for breaches
of the peace ¥—A. I do not think so.

Q. Do you think that it was a fair election ?—A. T do not know what
you would term a fair election.

Q. Well, was there more than a reasonable amount of cheating —A.
It is no use for me to try to answer that.

Q. In other words, it is your opinion, Mr, Thomas, that the election
was throughout the city marked by fraud and disorder generally 9—A.
A great deal of disorder, I should judge, yes, sir, from what I saw and
heard. I did not see any election except in my own ward.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN B. TWEDDEL.

" JOHN B. TWEDDEL testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. RooseEvVELT.) What is your position 2—A. Olerk

Q. When were you appointed —A. I was appointed regular before
Christmas.

Q. You live in the Eighth ward 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were at the primaries there last Monday —A, Yes, sir; I was
there a short while.

Q. Only a short while 2—A. Yes, sir.

"Q. About how long ?—A. I guess I was there in the neighborhood of
an hour, not longer than that.

Q. Who is the leader of the Johnson faction, so called, in your ward %—
A. Well, we have no real leader; more of mutual frlends than anythmg
else. Most everybody is a Johnson man there. :

Q. Who takes the lead ; have you got a club —A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What is your club called %—A. Eighth Ward Republican Club.

Q. Are there two Republican clubs in the ward —A. No, sir. |

Q. That is the only club ?—A.. Yes, sir; the only one I know of.

Q. Mr. George H. Holtz belongs to that eiub, does he not ?~--A. Yes,
gir; he is a member.

Q Mr. Hammel 2—A. One of them does.

Q. C. W, Hammel 2—A. 1 am not certain about h1s initials.

Q. Mr. Perine 2—A. I believe he is a letter-carrier; I think he is a
member; I will not say for certain.

Q. Is there a man by the name of Sultzer that betongs to your club?—
A. Yes, sir, -

Q. Your club took an active part in arranging for the.primaries, I
presume ?—A. No, sir; it was an open meeting; it was not a club af-
fair at all; it was a ward meeting called, and the ticket was nominated
according to the precinets. '

_ Q. Was there a contest in the wards ”l—A Thcre was at the polls?
In the ward meeting there was no contest whatever.

Q. The contest at the polls was between what is commonly called the
Henderson and Johnson divisions or factions, was it or was it not ?—
A. That was the ticket that was nominated at our meeting, but there
was another ticket in the field. led by two or three men who called
themselves Republicans, and the rest were all Democrats.

Q. Were the other men running in the interest of the.so-called Hen:

* derson faction —A. Yes, sir; 1 believe they were. :

Q. Your side was recognued then as the so-called administration
faction ¥—A. No, sir; it was an open ticket.

Q. I mean in common parlance?—A. Well, you might class it that
way, because it was held in our club room as a J ohnson ticket, but I
did not class it as a Johnson ticket.

Q. Was it not generally so classed 2—A. I suppose it was, but in our
ward meeting Johnson was not mentioned in it. ,

Who was mentioned in it ?—A. Nobody at all. The plesident
called the club to order, and I believe he was a Henderson man and he
was the other side of the house.

. Q. What is the other side of the house 7—A. Mr, Mason.
Q. What I am driving at is, what do you mean by the two sides of -
. the house? One is the Henderson, what do you call the other ?—A
‘Well, there are two sides of the house.

Q. What do you call those two sides?—A. Well, I would call the .
administration one side and the Henderson side the other.

Q. Is not, as a matter of fact, the administration side often called the
Johnson side =—A. 1t is in the papers, yes, sir; but it ought not to be.

Q. (Mr, BONAPARTE.) This open ticket that you say was nominated
at the ward meeting, how long ago was that nomination made before
the primaries #—A. I think it was about a week before. I think there
was notice sent around the ward that there was to be a ward meeting,
but that I do not know for certain. I was on duty the time it was
talked of in the club, you understand, and was not there. Ido not know
anything about it only what I ha,ve been told. The only thing I do
know is that the night I was there after the club meeting was over this
ward meeting was called.

Q. It was called at your club rooms 2—A.. Yes, sir; at our club rooms,
Q. Was it attended by anybody besides the members of the club 2—
A. I could not say whether they were all members or not; there were
some strange faces there., I know there were some who did not con-

tribute to the club.
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Q. Who was this person whom you call the president of the ward %—
A, Henry Brigell, of the ward meeting, not of the ward club.

- Q. You said that the meeting was called by the presidenﬂ of the .

clob ?—A, The ward organization, not the ward club.

Q. Henry Brigell is the president of what js called the ward organi-
zation 7—A. Yes, sir. :

Q. What does it consist of %—A. It is a regular ward organization.
Of course. I de not know exactly what the duties are; but you know in
every ward there is an organization outside of the club altogether.

Q. You mean that there is a sort of society %—A.. No, sir; as near as
I can get at it, it is this: The president of the ward is executive of the
ward, and there is a State central committeeman from the ward, and
such as that, and each one of them names a judge. That is the way it
used to be; I do not know how it is now, but that is what I have refer-
ence to. . ’ - '

. Q. Now, the president of the ward, as you describe, is @ Henderson
man —A. To the best of my kuowledge and belief. I tell you the
reason why I say that, he supported Mr. Black in the last council elee-
tion. The Henderson people had indorsed Mr. Black, and that is the
reason I say what I do. : . v

Q. I understood you to say that the two factions were sometimes
known as the Johnson and Henderson factions, but that you did not
think that was the right way they ought to be called ; that the first one
ought to be called the administration.faction or administration wing of
the party 2—A. 1 think there ought not to be any factions. So far as
I am concerned I think there ought not to be any split in the party.

Q. You say that you do not think it is right to call one faction the
Johnson and the other the Henderson, but that the one onght to be
called the administration and the other the Henderson or opposition,
or something of that sort? Now, why would you call one faction the
administration faction?—A. Because Mr. Johnson is postmaster and
the others are men in official position, besides Mr. Johnson——

Q. And they are all on the same side 7—A. So far as I know; I could
not say, but should judge they were.’

Q. Then by the administration party you mean the party that com-
prises the prominent Federal officeholders here, and by the Henderson
or opposition wing you mean the party opposed 7—A. Yes.

Q. Would you say the election in your ward was an orderly and fair
one or the reverse 7—A., I should say just the reverse. . )

Q. It was a decidedly disorderly and decidedly unfair one, was it —
A. Yes, sir. ) .

Q. Did it result in the election of the ticket nominated at the open
meeting or the other ticket or neither %—A. That is a conundrum; I do
not know who is elected. I know who ought to have been elected.

Q. As a matter of fact things were so disorderly and frandulent and
generally confused that there was really no election at all?%—A. I should
judge there was no election at all.

Q. As far as you know the other wards of the city—of course you
would not know this of personal knowledge, but you have probably
heard a good deal about it—do you think that the election generally and
its results were orderly and fair or the reverse.thronghout the city %—
A. That is speaking of something that I do not know anything about
for my own part. Hearsay is not evidence, and I take it from hearsay.

Q. Isit not, however, the general impression that the Republican pri-
maries of last Monday were marked by a discreditable amount of dis-
order and fraud, false returns, and cheating generally %—A. Yes, sir;
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by the newspapers; but I think that is all on one side of the house. I

do not think it refers much to the administration side.

Q. You do not think it refers to the Administration side?—A. No,
sir; not according to what I have read in the newspapers.

Q Were there any Government office-holders in your ward who were
a}‘.rested for any breaches.of the peace?—A. No, sir; not that I know -
o
’b ? f(Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Are you sure?—A. Not to my knowledge and

elie

Q. Was Mr. Holtz arrested 2—A. Not at the polls.

Q. Where was he arrested ?—A. He was arrested in regard to some
controversy up town.

Q. A Henderson man ?—A. I could not say; I am talking only from
hearsay and it was a couple of days before the primaries; it was not at
the polls at all—that is, while I was there, and I was there, I think,
about a half hour or an hour and I did not see him arrested.

Q. The polls remained open about 4 hours 2—A. No, sir; they ought

to have remained open that long but they didw’t. They only remained
open about 3 minutes.

Q. And what was the reason that they were thev 80 suddenly
closed 2—A. Because the Henderson people had more votes i the box
than there were votes in the ward.

Q. Then what happened when that fact was dlscovered ?—A. One of
" the clerks which was appointed by our side saw that the box was being

stuffed and he refused any more votes. He then tried to open the box,
and there was a scuffle. Three of them got on him and tried to pitch
him out of the window. He got away from them, broke the box open,
and came out with a handful of tickets. -

Q. Who was that man, a clerk 2—A. Yes, sir; a clerk in the prxmary

- They threw him out of the window.

Q. Was he a private citizen 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you peddling tickets 2—A. No, sir.

And after this gentleman was thrown out of the window, with
his hands full of tickets, the election was interrupted %—A. Yes, sir; it
was.

Q. After that, what happened %—A. They went down to the station
house. Our _]udge did not have much nerve; he wanted to carry on

the election after that and they refused to carry it on, and that, of -

course, ended it, and I left.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT) How were the expenses of the election de-
frayed ?—A. That 1 haven’t anything to do with.

Q. Well, you gave $52—A. I was to give $5, but I didn’t give it.

Q. How much did you give?—A. I said I would give 5. The money
was to pay for the ordinary expenses of & primary election. By this
election being broken up we did not have those expenses, and we
clubbed in, or are to club in, and buy this clerk of ours that bad the
scuffle and had his clothes torn and was thrown out of the window by
these men, we are going to buy him a suit of clothes..

Q. We]l how much have you paid already 7-A, It ha.s only cost me .

a dollar.
Q. To whom did you pay that—A. I paid that money to Mr. Sultzer.
Q. Was he the regular treasurer —A. No, sir.
Q. Was he the one to whom the others paid their money 2—A. Some
of them gave the money to me to hold and to meet these expenses with.
Q. Did Mr. Hammel give you any money ?—A. He gave some money; H
yes, 8ir.
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Q. How much money did Mr. Hammel pay?—A. Well, he gave me - -
$5, and I turned it over to Mr. Sultzer. o o
Q. You are sure you turned it over to Mr. Sultzer ¥—A. Yes, sir; I
could not hold it myself. ) : . ‘
Q. That was for the legitimate expenses of the primaries?—A. Yes,
sir. , ‘
Q. Did Mr. Holtz pay you or pay Mr. Sultzer?—A. I think he paid

© me.

Q. Did he pay you $57—A., No, sir; $10.. I spent money out of my
own pocket which had nothing to do with one party or the other. I
may have spent $15 or $20, but it had notbing to do with asking for it.
Nobody asked me to give a cent.
Q. Mr. Holtz gave you $10; he did it perfectly voluntarily2—A. Cer-
tainly he did. -
Q. And it seemed to be used for the legitimate expenses of the pri-
mary ?—A. Yes, sir. '
Q. Did the other office-holders here in the post-office of your ward
give you the money or give it to Mr. Sultzer ?—A. Some of them gave
it to me, and some of them did not give anything.
Q. Some of them did not give anything?—A. No, sir; where they did
not think they were able to give they did not want them to give.
Q. Who besides Mr. Sultzer and Mr. Hammel gave you money ?—A.
Mr. Foutz; he gave it for our. club banquet which we held about two
“weeks ago.
Q. He did not give it for the primary %—A. No, 8ir; I don’t think he
did. I know he gave me some mouney, but I think it was for the club
banquet. - :
Q. Do you know of any one else who gave money to Mr. Sultzer, or
did it all come through your hands ?—A. It all came through my hands.
Q. Was your club mainly composed of office-holders -—A. No, sir;
we have very few office-holders in our ward; we have not over six or
eight. )
Q. Well, those six or eight all took part in the primary, did they
not 2—A. No, sir; they were there like any ordinary men.

Q. Were there only six or eight office-holders that subseribed money ?
They were the only ones who gave money to you ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Did they give any to Mr. Sultzer ¥—A. I do not know how much
he got outside. )

Q. (Mr., BONAPARTE.) Mr. Tweddel, how many persons are going
to contribute to this suit of clothes for the clerk who was thrown out of
the window 2—A. All that we had left over is to be contributed; I do
not know how muech it is, and if there is not enough I think some out-
side individuals are going to make it up. None of us have been asked
to give a cent. _ ,

Q. By outside individuals, you mean those not in Government em-
ploy 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They are going to contribute if necessary, if you have not enough

_out of the funds you raised to meet the expenses left; you used the ex-
pression “We decided to give this clerk a suit of clothes,” or something
like that; who was it that decided to nse the money in that way, was
it at a meeting of the club?—A. No, sir; it was right after the prima-
ries when we all got together, you might eall it a club if you wish, and

~ they said there was so much money left, I do not remember how much
it was, and they thought that would be a good way to use it, or give it
back to each one that contributed to the funds. ‘
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Q. How many were there at the time that resolution was-come to 9 -
A. I guess there might have been four or five, or might have been eight .
or ten.
. Q. Were you there and was Mr. Hammel there 3—A. I don’t think
e was.
Q. Mr. Sultzer %—A. I think he was.
Q. Mr. Holtz there #—A. No, sir; he was not there ?
Q. Was Mr. Foutz there?—A. No, 8ir; he was there a short while
and left because he had to go to work. .
Q. Was Mr. Perine there ?—A. No, sir; I don’t think e was.
Q. Did Mr. Perine give you any money “J—A There was one Perine
in the post-office who did and one who didn’t. :
Q. Did Mr. W, H. Perine give you any money ¢—A. No, sir; he did

Q. What is the name of the man who d1d give you money ?—A. Ed.
Q. He gave you $5 2—A. I believe he did give me $5. ‘

Q. Did you turn that over to Mr. Sultzer too ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Did the other one give?—A. No, sir; he did not refuse to give.
There was no compulsion about it. I have always been in polities and
have given my share, and I think I have aright to.

Q. Was not this other Mr. Perine asked who had refused to give —
A. No, sir; we just among ourselves said that we were of course hold-
ing office, that we thought we ought to give so much money.

Q. How much?—A. Well just what everyone felt able to give.

Q. Well, now, did you come to that agreement at a meeting 7—A.,
Yes, s1r—well, just talklng together; we would not call it a meemng‘.

Q. You were just all together ”3—-—A Yes, sir,

Q. The office-holders from your ward met together and decided on
that ?-—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where was that %—A. It was in our club room.

Q. Those office-holders include yourself, Mr. Perine, Mr. Hammel,
Mr. Sultzer, Mr. Foutz, and the others ?—A. Mr. 'Sultzer was not there
at the time I was.

Q. Does that include all others 7—A. Except one or two letter-car-
riers. Their names were Richardson and Birmingham.

Q. Those were all the employés of the Eighth ward in the post- ofﬁce "3—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. So they were all there—all Republicans?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there not any hold-over carriers, appointed by the Demo-
crats —A. I believe there were; yes, sir.

Q. All the new appointments, appointed by Mr. Johnson, were there?
As a matter of fact, was not the money raised from most of them?—
A. Yes, sir.
Q. D1d Mr. Sultzer receive the money from you?—A. Yes, sir. In

that, what you might call a meeting, it was stated then and there that
there was no compulsion in this matter whatever; it was voluntary
on our part, and if I was to be struck dead this minute Mr. Johnson
does not know a word of it. He does not know of it from anybody’s
mouth.

Q. You state that it was not compulsory at thls meeting —A. I do.

Q. You told those persons that there was nothing compulsory about
the payment; that they could pay or not just as they pleased ?—A. Yes,
sir; just as they pleased ; and I stated, and I believe several others did
not want it to get to Mr. J ohnson’s ears that anything .of that kind was
going on because they thought he Would not uphold it.
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s Q. Why did you not want it ‘to get to his ears 2—A. Just for this
_reason: There might be, which he has, personal enemies in this city
that would - try to make mountains out of mole hills and would claim
that he was trying to force his employés to give money.

L

TESTIM_ONY OF CHARLES G. SMITH.,

CHARLES G. SMITH testified as follows:

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What is your position #—A. Carrier. = -

Q. How long have you been in the service?—A. I have been a regu- -
lar carrier one year the 15th of this month; a substitute eight months
previous to that.

'Q. What ward do you live in ?—A. Sixth.

Q. Do you recollect a couple of weeks ago or thereabouts a meeting
held at your house at which Mr. Kimball presided ?-—A. I do.

Q. It was held for the purpose.of raising money for the legitimate
expenses of thé primaries, was it not ?—A. Well, no, not particularly
that; it was held to see what action we would take.

Q. You raised money at it?—A., We did ; yes, sir.

Q. In pursuance of a motion made and carried Mr. Kimball ap-
pointed a committee of three to receive the funds2—A. He did.

Q. Those three men include yourself, Mr. Biddleman, and Mr. Fens-
ley, representing respectively the post office, marshal’s oﬂlce, and cus-
tom-house ¥—A., Correct.

Q. Most of those present paid $5 apiece, did they not%—A. Some
paid five, some ten, according to what they saw fit.

Q. Did Mr. Fensley receive the money, or Mr. Biddleman, or Vour-
gelf 2—A. I received it.

Q. Did not Mr. Biddleman receive some of it, and then pay it over
to you?—A. Well, yes, I think he did, if my memory serves me right;
although T had charge of the funds afterwards.

Q. You raised about $60 that night %—A. Yes, sir.

. Q. And you received some more during the next few days from men
who could not at that time pay #—A. Yes, sir. |

Q. They were all Government employés 2—A. No one else was there
but Government employés.

Q. Did Mr. Fensley give you the money himself %-—A. No, he gave it
to Mr. Biddleman.

Q. Mr. Phelps was present, a  letter-carrier named Phelps?—A.
There is no letter-carrier in our ward by that name, if I remember
right, no.

Q. Who else were present at that meeting from this office? There
were two men from the custom-house.—A. All the regular carriers in
the Baltimore post-office from our ward were there.

Q. Were all the clerks from your ward there 7—A. No, sir.

Q. There are about fourteen or fifteen carriers from your ward in the
post-office—Republican carriers 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Merely the Republican carriers that have been appointed since
the Presidential election 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And all of those holding over from your ward 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they all paid 2—A. They all paid some money.

Q. What were their names 2—A. Ican not give you their first names:
Theiss, McMann, Gibson.

Q. You are confident that évery regular carrier from your ward was
there =—A. I believe they were; yes, sir.
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Q. Were any of the substitutes from your ward there 2—A. I thmk
there was one or two. *

Q. Did they have to pay $5?—A. No, sir,

Q. Did they pay $3”!—A In fact, nobody had to pay at all; there
was no assessment.
Q. It was perfectly voluntary and to be expended in the legitimate

expenses of the primary %—A. Yes, sir; simply for the legitimate ex- .

penses of the primary.
o Q. Did you expend that money yourself2—A. I did, every dollar of
it

Q. You had about a hundred dollars in all2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you expend it, on what things ?—A. Rent of house———

Q. How much was that 1_A. Four dollars, I think.

Q. How did youexpend the remaining ninty-six, or thereabouts? How
much for ticket-holders 2—A. Two dollars apiece.

Q. How many ticket-holders did you have?%—A, Forty-seven.

Q. You had forty-seven ticket-holders; you paid them $2. aplece,
did you not?—A., I did.

Q. Then you paid %94 for ticket-holders 2—A. Yes, sir.
. Q. Were any of those forty-seven ticket-holders office-holders ?-—-A

0, Sir.

~ Q. They were all nonoffice-holders 7—A. Yes, sir. :

Q. They were men who always acted with your faction 2—A. Men
who always acted with our faction, and we paid them for their lost
time.

Q. Your faction is the so-called Johnson faction 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Outside of that what did you pay ?—A.. That is about the size of
it.

Q. Did you have any printing bills to pay ”I—A I paid thewm.

Q. Did you carry the ward 3—A. We certainly did, as we always do.

Q. Were you counted out #—A. We were counted out it the conven-
*tion afterwards.

Q. Was it a disorderly election 9—A., Icould not say that; we had a
little trouble at the start.

Q. Any people arrested 2—A. Yes, sir; about three or four.

Q. Any Government employés arrested 1—A. Not to my knowledge

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE). Did you send out the notices of this meeting
at your house ?—A. No.

Q. Do you know who sent them out 2—A. I did not know that there )

was any sent.

'Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) You did not know that there were notices
gent out signed “Committee” —A. Never saw or heard of it.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You do not know of any commlbtee that did
call this meeting %—A. No, sir.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) How did they know when to come around Pm
A. I could hardly say that myself. We were to meet at another place
and it was not convenient at that time and I spoke up and said we
would go around to my house, which we did.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You mean when you were gathered together
to meet at another place you said, “ If we can not meet here come around
to my house” 2—A. We had intended to go to another place but found
out we could not meet there. We did not want to go to our club room
as we did not want everybody to know whab we were doing, being
office-holders.

Q. Who was present when you said that, do you remember—was
Mr. Biddleman there 2—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. 'Was Mr. Fensley there ?—A No, sir; I dld not see him., On our

corner where we have our club room were some few of the employés of -

the Government and a number. of others, and we were talking about
thxs matter, but this conversation was private among ourselves.

-Q. Tt was at your club rooms that you had this conversation among
a few of the Government employés who were there 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. This meeting at your house was a private meeting, confined ex-
clusively to Government employés, and you are quite sure that nobody
except Government employés was there #—A. No, sir; no person outside

. of Government employés present, except my wife, and she was in

another part of the house.
. Q. (Mr. RoOosEVELT.) What is your ward ?—A. Sixth ward. .

- Q. All of the appointees in the post- -office for the last year that you

have known to-be in the classified service have been working Repub-
licans ?—A. No.
Q. Any Democrats?—A. Some two or three that have been appointed
by Mr, Johnson I think are Democrats. Substitutes.
Q. Were they at your meeting %—A., No, sir.
Q. They did not come ?—A. No, sir. . -
Q. There were two or three substltute letter-carriers who have been
“recently appointed by Mr. Johuson %—A. No, sir; not recently.
" Q. You say that you think there were two or three substitute letter-

- carriers who were Democrats —A. I could not say so, I do not know

their politics, but have thought so.
Q. All the letter-carriers that have been appointed are wo1kmg Re-
publicans ?—A To my knowledge I think so.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM McCURDY.

WriLLIAM McCURDY testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) What is your position 7— A. Sunbstitute letter-
carrier, :

Q. When were you appointed —A. About September 1st.

Q. What ward do you live in 7—A. Sixteenth. :

Q. Were you present at the primary there on Monday last?—A. Yes,
sir. _ _

Q. You were there all the time 2—A. No, sir; not all the time.

Q. About how much of the time %—A. About an hour or so.

Q. Do you belong to the Republican club or organization in your
ward ?—A. I belong to a club; yes, sir.

Q. What is the name of the club %—A. Tapsico Republican Club.

Q. Wastherea factional fight in your ward in the Republican party —
A. I believe the newspapers considered it so.

Q. Was it a contested primary election ?2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Between the two factions which are commonly called the Johnson-
Airey faction and the Henderson faction 7—A. The papers 8o stated ;
yes, sir.

Q. What did you call it?—A. Idid not call it anything. Ivoted the'

Republican ticket. I went to the Sixteenth ward and they would not
let me vote. I voted in the Eighteenth.

Q. Had you paid any money for the expenses of the primaries at - A

either place 7—A. No, sir.

Q. The substitute letter-carriers then were not expected to pay %—

A. I do not know as any of them were.
- Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You say you went to the Sixteenth ward
and they would not let you vote there {—A. No, sir,
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Q. What ward do you live in ?—A. I have been in the SIXQeenth for .
“about 10 months the first of this month. ;

Q. Which ward are you registered in%—A. I am reglstered in-the
Eighteenth ; I used to live in that ward.

Q. You went first to the Sixteenth ward, where you now reside, there
your vote was refused ; then you went to the ward of your former resi-
dence and there it was received. In both of these wards was the election
an orderly and quiet one or was it disorderly and disturbed ?—A. Well,
1I did not see any disorder, so far as I saw of it. There wasa llttle hol

oing, .

Q. Was it a fair election 3—A. I could not say that.

Q. Do you think it was decidedly unfair{—A, Well, I know in the
Eighteenth, I was there about half an hour,there Were about as many
Democrats voted as Republicans, as far as I could see.

Q. From general repute is it not considered that there was a great
deal of fraud, counting out, and other discreditable practices at that
primary #—A. Well, it was- a foregone conclusion that it would be a -
farce ; generally all Repubhcan primaries are farces there. -

Q. Are you a Republican ?%-—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Do you know whether all the appointments from your ward have »
‘been of Republicans during the last year ?¥—A. So far as I know they
have been all Republicans. A

Q. All actively identified with the Republican orgamzatlon —A.
‘Well, there have been some a.ppomted that I doubted their Rebubhea.n
ism.

Q. Do you know whether or not they took part in the prlmames -
A. T do not. '

TESTIMONY OF OSCAR LEIPMAN.

Os0AR LEIPMAN testified as follows:

Q. What is your position — A. Letter-carrier.

Q. When were you appointed 2—A. I was appointed 5 years ago this
month. I came in under Mr. Veazy, 6 days of Mr. Veazy’s term.

Q. What ward do you live in 2—A. Fifth ward; have been living there
for about 4 years.

Q. Did you offer to vote at the primaries last Monday ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you sure 7—A. They would not allow anyone to vote who is
not of that party.

Q. You were there to vote 2—A. I came by there a.bout 10 minutes of
8 to go up town. I never did take any interest in primaries or general
elections, never did even under the Democratic party, and surely I
would not do so now.

Q. Well, did you stop to look at what was going on?—A. I stopped
there about 1 minute, seeing there was a large crowd.

Q. About 1 minute ?—A. About 1 minute; I am satisfied it was not
2 minutes; I went right up town.

Q. Aund you did not try to vote 2—A. I did not.

QM re you a Democrat—A. Yes, sir. ‘

Q. Voted last year the Democratic ticket ?—A. Yes, sir. ‘

Q. Have you been asked to subscribe any money —A. No, sxr never
have under this Administsation.

Q. You were asked under the last Administration 2—A. Was not di-
- rectly, but we were given to understand that we would have to give some-

-thing.
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Q. In the Presidential. election  you were given to understand that
all of you 1 had to pay $—A. Well, I do not know about all, but I know
I paid.

\ I:Q Didn’t everyone that you knew pay ?—A. Well, I know a good
many of them that had under the last Administration.

- Q. As far as you know the Democratic carriers have not had to pay
anything under this Administration 2—A. No, sir. Mr. Stockbridge
asked me whether there was any truth in the statement that we had
to pay anything, and I said I was not aware of such a fact; and there
were two men, sitting on each side of me, and they told me positively
that no such thing was asked.

Q. Were both of them Democrats —A. Yes, sir; one of them was
an old soldier and was a farmer letter-carrier also.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Mr. Leipman, you say there was a very large
crowd at the polls in your ward when you were going by?—A. Yes,
sir.

« Q. Was it disorderly —A. Well, it was not disorderly at that time,
but I heard some one hollooing that this man and that man voted five
or six times.

Q. From all you have been able to learn of that primary was it an
orderly, quiet, and fair one, or was it pretty much the reverse?—A.

- 'Well, I could not express an opinion as to the fairness.

Q. It is generally reported, is it not, that there was a good deal of
disorder and cheating 2—A. Both sides claim that there was cheating.

Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) How much did you have to pay, or did you
pay, prior to the election of 1888, the Presidential election —A. Two
per cent. or 3 per cent. of salary, at one time we paid 1 per cent., at
another time we paid more ; I do not know exactly.

Q. You paid a fixed a,mount ; it was the same for all?—A. I suppose
80 ; it was a certain nercentage

Q ‘Who gave you to understand that you were to pay 2—A. It came
from some men in the office and as they claimed, not under the civil-

" service office; one of them was Hedges Evans.

Q. Asa matter of fact, it was then a matter of common notoriety
that every one in the oﬂice was expected to pay ?—A. More or less I
suppose ; with very few exceptions they did pay.

Q. Since Mr. Johnson came in the Democratic letter-carriers have
not had to pay.—A. I never heard of anyone being asked.

Q. And you have not in fact given anything %—A. I have never .
given a cent since the Administration of Mr. Harrison.

- TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL T. WOODAL.

SAMUEL T. WOODAL testifies as follows:

Q. What is your position ?—A. Letter-carrier.

Q. When were you appointed regular —A. In November last.

Q. What ward do you live in 2—A. Sixteenth.

Q. You were at the primaries last Monday ?—A. Only to vote.

Q. How long did you stay there?—A. I stayed there about fifteen
minutes to see the circus and left,

Q. There was a good deal of disorder, was there not?—A. At the
time I was there there seemed to be.

Q. Do you know of any arrests made at the primary ?—A. Not while
I was there. . i

-—
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Q. Do you belong to the Republlcan club in the district ?—A I am
an honora,ry member.

Q. What is the name of that clab?—A. The Paschall Club. o

Q. Does Mr. Charles Smith live in your district %—A. Ido not know. --
. T only know him here in the office.

Q. Did you subscribe money for the legmmate expenses of thls
election ¥—A. No sir; none at all, only my dues in the lodge.

Q. You mean in the clubi—A. Yes, sir; that was all.

Q. How much was that?—A. Fifty cents a month. :

Q. Fifty cents a month, that was all 2—A. Yes, sir; that was all.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Was ‘there any meeting at your club to make
arrangements for holding the primary ?—A. I do not attend the club. I
am only an honorary member; I do not attend the meetings.

Q. You did not attend any meetin g for the members to make arrange-
ments for the primary election %—A. No, sir; I was there 2 weeks be-
fore the election and that was all.

Q. How did you happen to go there then ?—A. I Went there to pay
my dues; they fell due that night. -
Q. Was there any gathering of office-holders there that night?—A.

None that I recollect of; none but the officials of the club.

Q. Was there any dlscusswn at that time as to arrangements for the’

primary 7—A. None whatever.

'TESTIMONY OF EDWARD BIDDLEMAN.

EDWARD BIDDLEMAN testified as follows:

Q. What is your position %—A. United States deputy marshal.

Q. What ward to you belong to%+A. Sixth.

Q. Do you recollect a meeting held about 2 or 3 weeks ago of the office-
holders in your ward at the house of Mr. Smith, a letter- carmer“l—A I
do, sir. :

Q At which Mr. Kimball presnied 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About eighteen men present?—A. About; yes, sir.

Q. It was a meeting purely of office-holders to raise money for the -
legitimate expenses of the primaries?—A. Yes, sir. We contributed
freely ; we were not asked for it; it was a voluntary confribution,

Q. You and Mr. Smith, and Mr. Fensley, of the custom-house, were

. the three men who were deputlzed toreceive the money 2—A. I was named
as one of the committee, and I did not decline. I did not receive the
mone

Q. Blr)ldn’t; you receive any of the money?—A. I received $8 or $10
afterwards to pay for some ticket-holders.

Q. Did you pay that to Mr. Smith 2—A. I paid $10 to Mr. Smith, I -

“contributed $10 and handed it over to Mr. Smith. \

Q. And Mr. Fensley paid $10?—A. I believe s0; yes, sir.

Q. One or two others paid $10, did they not?—A. I can’t say who
paid the ten. Some of them said they could not pay then, but would pay
later on. I do not know whether they did or not.

Q. Who was it that paid you the $8 or $10?—A. Now, there was a
$10 note handed to me and I handed it to Mr. Smith.

. Q. Who was that?—A. Mr. Bond.

Q. What is his first name 2—A. Eugene Bond. ’

Q. Are you sure that he was the only man that paid you money —A.
He is the only one to my recollection.




94 VIOLATION QF THE CIVIL-SERVICE- LAW

Q. Was there not later than that ‘some one that paid you money 1—A;
No, sir.

Q That was paid for the legmmate expenses of the primaries 1—A.
Yes, sir; for printing tickets, room rent, and the like. -

Q. Did ‘you_hand the $10 Mr. Bond gave you right over to Mr. .
Smith 1—A. Yes, sir; I did.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARC[E) Mr. Biddleman, do you know who called this
meeting #—A. Ido not. It wasa promiscuous gathering, I think, among
the men just to have a little meeting to contribute toward the expenses -
of the primary. '

Q. How did this meeting happen to be called at Mr. Smith’s —A. I
could not say who was the instigator of ealling it there. We have a
Republican club 4that a great many of us belong to, and I think it was
talked up among ourselves to meet together and contribute something
toward the election.

Q. You did not circulate notes around saying you would meet at such
a place by order of the committee 7—A. Yes, sir; I sent a note to Mr.
Fensley.

. Q. How did you sign it 2—A. Signed it ¢ Committee.”

‘Q. Was there really any committee at that time in charge of the
matter ?—A. Well, there were several of us in the club that belonged
to the committee, Mr. Fields, myself, and Mr. Stoner.

Q. Who are Fields and Stoner?—A. Mr. Flelds works at Reglster
foundry and Mr. Stoner works on the Point.

Q. You were the only office-holder —A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was this committee appointed —A. It was not an appomted
committee, It was only just three or four of us got together.

Q. You appointed yourselves ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was intended to confine the meeting to those holding office "3—
A. Yes, sir; only those holding positions.

Q. Yon ralsed about $100 altogether ?—A. I thionk it was about that

Q. Was it all expended at the primary ?—A. Ithink it was; yes, sir.

I am satisfied it was all expended, because we had some forty or forty-
_five ticket-holders.

Q. Did you get any other money for the primary from anybody else ?—
A. Yes, sir; some outsiders contributed something. Mr. Smith, who
carries on a stpre on Gay street, contributed a little toward it. -

Q. But most of the money was contributed by the office- holders 4
Yes, sir, -

Q. Much the greatest amount of it ?—Yes, sir. There were some out-
siders contributed something toward it.

Q. What sort of an election did you have ?-—A. The polls opened, I
suppose, about 4 o’clock. 'When they started in there was an objection
by the minority judge on account of the ballot-box having a hole in it.
The majority judges had a ballot-box with a hole in it about 1 inch
wide and 3 inches long, large enough to throw in a handfull of tickets,
and the minority judge objected to it on that account. They had a
wrangle over that, and when the wrangle stopped-—of course they bull-
dozcd all they could—the minority judge finally allowed the vote to go
on. I suppose there were about 10 or 12 votes cast, and a colored man
went to vote and the majority rejected his vote. The man had been a
Republican to my knowledge in the ward for 25 years, an active working
Republican. The next man rejected was a man by the name of Keller,
rejected by the minority judge, and the next was a man by the name

- of Robinson, and another by the name of Collins, and there was a gen-

eral scuffle by the judges and they were all taken to the watch- house.
Then the vote proceeded.
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Q. In their absence 3—A. Yes, su‘, with the two clerks; and pro-
ceeded until—I think the jadges were immediately released. :
Q. Who was your minority judge ?—A. A man by the name of George
W. Stoner. He is a blacksmith in the ship channel. I believe the
judges were immediately released and came back. The mindrity judge .
went in and the majority judges did not goin. I suppose the reason
was that they saw there was aline of voters, I suppose 200, in position,
and I suppose they came to the conclusion that it was a regular defeat
for them, and they left: .
Q. Well, then, after that the minority judge and the two clerks held
the rest of the election ?--A, Yes, sir. '

Q. But the majority judges returned their candidates as elected “l—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they managed to capture the convention 3-—A. Well, the
- majority judges did not come back in at all; they did not see whether
there was any election at all. They were all released and the minority
. Judge came back but the majority judges did not. It was the same
-way in the other wards, from what I could learn.

Q. Why did you have so many ticket-holders %—A. Well, the more
ticket-holders you have the more interest they take in getting voters out.
They go and interest themselvesin getting the voters out, It increases
the vote.

Q. You said that from what you could learn it was pretty much the
same way in most of the other wards asit wasin yours.—A. Well, yes;
I know only from what I have read in the papers.

Q. From general repute and from the best information you can get
you think that the election throughout the ¢ity was marked by a great
deal of fraud and disorder, counting out and other discreditable prac-
tices ¥—A." Well, I think the most of the fraud was perpetrated in the
conventions by ignoring the voice of the people. There is where we
think the fraud was perpetrated, by not. recognizing the men elected.
From my ward I know that there was at least 200 men marched up in

line from our headquarters, colored and white.
- Q. Where are your headquarters ?——A. On the corner of Washmgton
and Jefferson streets.

Q. Mr. Biddleman, yousay that 200 voters, to your certain knowledge,
marched up from your headquarters to the polls?—A. Well, from our
headquarters, and then from a place on Durham street——the colored
voters were all on Durham street. .

. You knew a great majority of them were going to vote your -
tlcket 3—A. Yes, sir,

Q. They had open tickets, the Johnson or Administration tickets 9—
A. Yes, sir. That was what caused the trouble in our ward, on aceount
of this big throng marching up there, and of course the opposmlon saw
it was certain defeat for them and they stopped all voting.

Q. Had yoiur ticket-holders collected these voters ?—A. The ticket--
holders and other friends of our side. I interested myself and I sup-
pose all our friends did. "

Q. All of your eighteen men, or thereabouts, who were present at
Mr. Smith’s house, were they all on hand 2—A. There were a great
many, I did not see all. They may have been, as there was a very large
crowd, but a great many of them 1 did not see.

Q. You were there all the time the polls were open ?-—A. Yes,sir, all
the time, from the time they opened till they closed.
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TESTIMONY OF H. H. SULTZER.

H. H. SULTZER testified as follows:

Q. What is your position 2—A. I am deputy marshal

Q. What ward do you belong to?—A., The Eighth.

Q. Do you recollect a meeting held a little wlule ago in that ward in
which Mr. Tweddel and a number of other gentlemen were present, all
of them office-holdors, at which money was raised to pay the legltlmate
expenses of the primaries ?—A. I was not present at that meeting. I
understood that they had a meeting, but I was not present.

Q. Where were you when Mr. Tweddel paid you the money j—A.
It was in the Eighth Ward Republican Club room.

Q. It was not in this building %—A. No, sir.

- Q. How much did Mr. Tweddel pay you ‘l—A Thirty- ﬁve dollars.

Q. It was raised by the office-holders of the Eighth ward in the
post-office here to be expended for the legitimate expenses of the pri-
maries 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you expend that?—A. The first I paid was $2.50 for
room rent; each side paid half.

Q. You mea,n that the Henderson side paid half and your side paid
half%—A. Yes, sir. I went on Saturday afternoon and engaged the
room, I had 5,000 tickets printed of a large, ordinary size, which cost
$5. 1 then afterwards discovered that they had nothing but a small
ticket, and I understood that nobody was going to be allowed to vote
tha.t did not have a small ticket.

' Q. That was the Henderson Club ?—A. Yes, sir. - Then I went and
got 2,000 of this size (marked A) printed; that was $7 paid for tickets.

Q. How many ticket-holders did you pay 9—A. Nine or ten.

Q. Two dollars apiece ?—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. Were those men men who always voted your way?—A. Yes, sir.

Q Were those all the ticket-holders your side employed 2—A. Yes,
sir. '
Q. Only ten?—A. That is all, not over ten—probably not ten. We
haven’t got many Repubhcans in our ward. We are the strongest
Democrati¢ ward in Baltimore. The Democrats have 1,800 or 2,000
majority in our ward. After he handed me this $35 1 concluded to
makeitfifty. After I calculated all spent I had $16 left, and I turned
it over to Mr. Mason to get a suit of clothes for a young man who was
our clerk, who got his clothes torn.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) You haven’t a specimen of the Henderson
tickets of that ward, have you?—A. I don’t think I have. They were
just the same size of that. I can get you some; they were scattered
around and everybody got a few of them.

Q. Was this the so-called Johnson-Airey ticket?—A. Well, that is
Whla{,t it mlght have been called; it was in opposition to the other
ticket.

Q. The other ticket was the Henderson ticket?—A. Yes, sir. That
is the opposition to the Henderson ticket. It was gotten up at a meet-
ing, but so far as I can say it was a public meeting. It was announced
that we would hold a meeting for the purpose of getting up a ticket
and that anyone could come and bring their friends. Anyone was
- allowed to come in. The doors were not closed. I did not look upon

it as a Johnson or Airey ticket.

Q. Is not Mr. Airey more the head than Mr. Johnson?—A. Well Mr.
~ Johnson gets more the honor of it.
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Q. What was “the 'legen,'d of the Henderson ticket?—A. Just the

same as that, except they had over that the name of the delegate to the .
State convention. We had not seleeted any one at our meeting to go

to the State convention. A friend of mine brought me one of their - -

tickets and said that they had made up their minds, and that they were
going to challenge everybody’s vote except those who had these tickets.

Q. How were the Jjudges appointed ?—A. By a commission. :

- Q. What commission?—A. A commission appointed by Mr. Hudson,
*1 think, chairman of the State central committee. .
Q. 'lhere was a good deal of fraud at the primary in your ward?%—
A. We had no election. As soon as the polls were opened the cla,xm
was made that the ballot box was being stuffed. .

Q. One of your men, one of the Johnson men made that claim?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Your clerk 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And your clerk then grabbed and broke open the ballot box and
was thrown violently out of the window, and that ended the election 9—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has anything been done to the judges who threw him out ?—A.
No. They were:only fined for disorderly conduct.

Q. Did not Mr. Airey have a row that day too%-—A. I do not know7

. anything more than what was in the paper.

- Q. Was it nob in the paper that he tried to throw Bumgartner out of
the window %—A. That was in the paper; yes, sir.

Q. Has the Henderson ticket the words ¢ Regular Repubhcau
_ Ticket ” 1—A. Yes, sir. After this friend of mine came to me and told
me this, I went %o the printer and said, print me an exact copy of this
ticket but leaving that name off. It has the words ¢ Regular Republi-
can Ticket,” and I just gave the printer that copy and told him to fol-
low it.. -

Q. Had the Henderson ticket the same names?—A. No; only the
heading was the same.

Q. Have you one of the tickets you first had printed, one of the blg

ones 3—A. I donot think I have. I have some at home.
- Q. Did any office-holder except Mr. Tweddel give you any money ?-—
A. No, sir.

Q. Mr. Tweddel was the only man ?—A. Yes, sir.

TESTIMONY OF JAMES H. BIDDLE.

JAMES H BIDDLE (colored) testified a&mf:allOWS!

Q. What position do you hold in the post-office 7—A. Elevator’ con-
ductor.

Q. How long have you held it?—A. I have been over here sinee the
3d of September. < .

Q. What ward do you live in %—A. Sixteenth.

Q. What is your Republican club in that ward 3—A., There lsn’t any.
eqlored one as I know of. We had one, but there is no one now.

Q. Do you belong to the regular Republican association—is there -a
‘Republican association that you belong to in the ward ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You were present at the primaries last Monday ?—A. Yes, sir; I
was down there,

Q. You stayed there most of the time, did you not I—A. No, sir.

Q. About how long did you stay —A, Well, I was there off and on; I
can not exactly say, but I was there a nortwn of the time,

1156 —17 ~
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Q. Did you act as challenger there at one time?—A. N 0, Sir.
Q.- I thought I saw you acting as challenger %—A., No, sir.
Q.

There was a hot contest in that ward —A. Yes, sir. i

Q.. Between the so-called Henderson and Johnson factions 2—A. I
believe that was the substance of it. :

Q. You were, of course, taking a part either in the Henderson factlon
or the administration faction 2—A. No,sir; I wasnot taking particular
part with either. I voted for that fac’oion.

Q. Had you paid any money for the legitimate expenses of the pri-

maries%-—A. No, sir; nobody ever asked me for any.

Q. You had not pald any money for any political purposes whatso-
ever 7—A. No, sir.

Q. You say you have not paid any money at all 2—A. No, sir; no one
ever asked me.

Q. Well, do you know who did pa,y the expenses of the primary %—

" A. I believe Mr. Butnets and Mr. Brown.

Q. Who are they ?¥—A. One of them is a member of the city council

.and the other is an ex-member.

Q. You mean that Mr. Butnets and Mr, Brown paid the money out
of their own pockets, or that they were the collectors %—A. I do not
know whether they collected it or not; I know they did not collect any
from me, and they never asked me for any.

Q. Was the election in'your ward a quiet and ordérly one, or was
there a good deal of disorder and confusion %—A. Well, what I saw of
it there was no fighting, but it was very lively around there.

Q. Was it a fair election, or was there a good deal of cheating 9—A.
So far as I could learn it was fair, I believe. ‘

Q. You do not know of any one’s going around to collect money from
anybody in the Government employ ?-—A.. No, sir; I can not say Ido;
I never heard of it.

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES W. HAMMEL.

CHARLES W. HAMMEL testified as follows :

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) What is your position?—A. Clerk, post-office.

Q. When were you appointed -—A. I was appointed some time in
the latter part of May, somewhere along there, 1890.

Q. What ward do you belong to?—A. Eighth ward.

Q. What is the name of your Republican club in that ward ?—A.
There is no name attached to it; it is under the Eighth Ward Repub-
lican League Club. "

Q. Do you recollect a meeting, I think in that club of the office-
holders from that ward here in the office -—A. No, sir; it donot; I was

" not there at the time.

Q. Do you recollect giving your money to Mr. Tweddel 3—A. Not
in a club room; I gave it to him on the street.

Q. Was it $3 or $5%—A. I gave him $5. There was no compulsmn ;
he just asked me to give him something and I gave it to him.

Q. For the legitimate expenses of the primayy?!—A. He did not tell
me what it was for, or anything about it.

Q. What did you think it was for?%—A. T did not know exactly, I
had no intention of giving it at first, because I am a married man and
my salary is very small.

Q. What is your salary #—A. It is only $600.. .

Q. Why did you give it all, then?—A. Well, I do not know; they
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said to me that it was to help the club along, and I was back in my

dues, and I thought it was something llke tha.t, and that is the reason .

I gave it to him.

Q. To help the club along ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It being a political club ?-—A. It is a political club; yes; sir.

Q. You did not give it iu view to the primary, are you sure about
that?—A. No, sir. -

Q. As a matter of fact did you not know at the time that it was for
the primaries 7—A. No, sir. It might have been used for that, but I
did not know and did not care. .

Q. Is Mr. Tweddel the treasurer of the club?—A. No,sir; he is not
the treasurer.

Q. Has he anything to do with the collecting of the club. dues ”J—A
Not as far as I know of. I hardly ever get up there of nights. - _
Q. Well, then, if Mr. Tweddel was not the treasurer he might have
been authormed to collect it at that time.—A. I know 1 gave him the
nioney. .
Q. Did he tell you the club had authorized him to colleet it —A. N o,

he did not..

Q. What did he tell you as near asyou can remember ?—A. He came
and asked me if I was going to give something towards the club, and I
said ¢ Yes, I suppose I will have to; they always look to men in Govern-
ment positions to give money.” I said, “Yes I will give something,” -

and he said, “You can give it to me when you get ready,” and I gave '

him $5 when I got ready.

Q. Did you hear of this meeting 7—A, No, sir; I did not hear of it.

Q. Did not know there was going to be such a meeting ?—A. I might
have known it, but I did not go.

Q. Did Mr. Tweddel tell you that the meeting had been held 7—A. .
No, sir.

Q. You say you were back in dues to the club at the time?—A. I
was at the time; yes, sir. I am back now.

Q. Well, then you gave a donation to the club before you paid up
your back ‘dues 9—A. Yes, sir; I gave them a donation. 1 did not re-
gard that as paying any back dues that was gratis, that was free.

- Q. Was there any reason why t;he club shounld take up a collection
just now rather than at any other time 2—A. Not as I know of.

Q. It did not occur to you that the reason why the club wanted one
of these gratis contributions was because there was a primary coming
off soon —A. Well, I did not pay any attention to it.

Q. What are your dues at the club 2—A. Well, there was no compul
sion about dues at all; you could pay & quarter a month or 50 cents a
month, or whatever you choose to put your name down for.

Q. What did you put your hame down for ?—A. A quarter a month.

Q. Then you have been behindhand in paying your 25-cents a month
to the club %—A. Yes, sir; I was out of Work at the time and could not

ay.
P Q. How much were you behindhand 7—A. At one time I was $4 be-
hind. ,

Q. How much are you behind now —A. About $1.50 or $1. 25 some-
where along there.

Q. Does it not seem that you are asking us to believe a good deal
when you tell us that yon did not know this money was for the pri- .
‘maries 7—A. Well, I did not know whether it was going to be used for
primaries or anything else,
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Q. As a matter of fact you knew that the pnmanes ‘were commg

“off 2—A. I knew they were coming off, of course.

Q. Well, you knew that the money was being collected to pay the ex- -

+ penges of it 7—A. No, sir; I did not know that. I mighthave surmised -

-

‘that mueh, but I was not posmve of it until afterwards.
- Q. Did you surmise at the time that Mr. Tweddel asked you for this

money that some part of it was going to be used for the expenses of =

- the primary 2—A. Might have gone so far as having tickets printed and
- having ticket-holders; of course that is done.
Q. That is what you thought it would be for ?—A. Yes, s1r that is

-~ what I thought,

Q. That is what you expected 9—A. I expected it to be paid for

~ tickets and the like.

Q. Were you at the polls ”?——A I only went up there merely to vote.-

Q. How long did you stay —A. I was not there—well, to tell you
the truth the polls were not open more than 20 minutes.

Q. Then the election ended up in a row 2—A. Yes, sir. )

Q. You saw the clerk thrown out of the window ?—A. Yes, sir. . He

- was thrown out of the window and he brought the box out with him,

and the tickets were all up in the top of it, so he said, and they got
scattered around; I saw the tickets all over the pavement. The peo-
-"ple-up there knew we had them beaten, so that is the reason they had
- the box fixed up, I guess.

TESTIMONY OF W. E. ALLDERDICE.

'W. B. ALLDERDICE testified as follows:

Q (Mr. RooseveELY.) What posﬂnon do you hold 2—A. I am time-
keeper, carriers’ department.

Q. How long have you been in the post-office here?—A. Since March
9, 1890.

7Q. What ward do you belong to ?—A. Sixteenth ward.

Q. Were you at the primaries last Monday %—A. I was, sir.

Q. For about how long?—A. From about 5 minutes betore 4 till
about 5 minutes after 8.

Q. Was there much disorder at the primaries when you were there ¢¥—
A. Well, there was considerable noise and confusion.

Q. Any fighting?—A. No, I can not say as I saw any fighting;
there was no fighting to my knowledge.

Q. Anyone arrested 3—A. Yes, sir; there was one, two, three—four
parties arrested.

Q. Do you think that there was much fraud at the primary %—
A, ‘Well, that is acecoiding to the sympathies of a person.

Q. How many ticket-holders did your side have ?—A. Well, I think
we had between thirty and forty.

Q. And the other side?—A. Trom the noise they made they might
have had a hundred.

Q. The other side was the Henderson crowd, so called, and your side
was the Johnson, or administration crowd ?-—-A Yes, sm

Q. You had thirty-five or forty ticket-holders ”!—A ‘Well, not over:

. forty—between thirty-five and forty.

Q. You paid them $2?—A. Two dollars apiece; yes, sir.

Q. How did you raise the money to pay them ?—A. That I could not
“tell you anythmg about,
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Q ‘Did vou pay any yourself?—A. No, sir, ' -
Q. Do you know of anyone giving any %—A. No, sir, but for serv- .
ices rendered. Nobody called on me for anything, and I do not know
-as there was anything paid, because I did not see anything paid %
Q. What is your Repubhcan association?—A. The organization that
- I belong to is the Tapsico Republican Club,
-Q. Have the Henderson crowd a club in the ward 2—A. They had
~a club in the ward called the Conway Republican Club, that is the
" title, Of course some people question its Republicanism. ‘
Q. They said it was practically a Democratic organization ?—A. Well
- as far as practice goes in voting at a general election it is.. -
Q. The Tapsico Club is considered to be purely of Repubhcans ?— ,
A, That is what we consider ourselves. .
Q. Did the Tapsico Club pay expenses of the primary as an organi-
zation 2—A. Not as an organization ; no, sir.

Q. Did they pay their share of the room rent? ‘ For the ticket- holders, o

and for the printing of the ballots, ete., there must have been expenses
of about a hundred dollars.—A. Well, yes, sir, I suppose about that /
for judges, clerks, tickets, ete.

Q. Who paid those expenses?—A. Well the gentlemen who have
been running the ward; it is a supposmon that they have paid it.
The week previous to the primary I' went on duty at 3 o’clock in the
evening, the same as this week, and I worked 9 hours right here, and
of course in the mormng I land very late, and you know there is not
much done in politics in the morning; and of the week previous to the
election I know nothing because I was here every night in the week.
T am on duty one week from 3 o’clock in the afternoon until the last
cart man comes in, Sometimes he gets here at 12:20, sometxmes later

than that. Ibave to stay here until he reports, .
" Q. You testified that you were at the polls from 5 minutes before -
they opened until 5 minutes after they closed.—A. Yes, sir; I am posi-
tive about the 5 minutes after. At 5 minutes after 8 I Went home,

- Q. What duties were you discharging there 7—A. The duties I was
discharging were duties I thought that I owed to my friends. I per-
ceived people in the line that I knew were about to vote that were not
residents of the Sixteenth ward. Ihave been a registrar or a supervisor

.since the new registration, and I don’t think any single man has more -
knowledge of the people than I have. '
- Q. You were then the challenger 7—A. No, sir; the challenger was
at the window.

Q. Who was the challenger ?—A. There was a man by the name of
Yates. The position in which I was it was impossible to tell who was
at the window.

Q. It was the window that opened on the street; was tha.t the
place?—A. Next to a colored school; next to a small coal office.

Q. There is a large colored vote ”’——A Yes, sir; we have generally
ihe largest colored vote.

Q. The voters came up in lme-—they came up from the right of the
office 7—A. They came up from Eutaw street; they came up from the
west.

Q. Your fanctions then were substantially that of spotter 7—A. N. o,
sir; T can’t say that, sir. A spotter is generally employed by somebody
and paid for hisservices ; I received none; but I think that at a Repub-
lican primary nobody but Republicans should vote.

Q. The services that you rendered were substantially to detect frand-
ulent voting on the part of the other wing of the party ¥—A. Yes, sir,
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- Q That was the prmmpal part of your dutnes ?—A. Yes,sir; thatis
. the substance.of my self-imposed duties.

Q.. And you discharged that duty throughout the whole of the 4
hours that the polls remained open ?¥—A. I was there continually ex-
cept when I went home to get a cup of tea.

Q. Did you contribute at all to the expenses of the primaries I—A.’
I contributed my services; not officially at all.

- Q. You considered your services a sufficient return 9—A. I am very
much interested and 1-gave my services, but did not do that for a re-
turii; I did it because I wanted to do it; I did it because I thought I
ought to do it. I know the politics of the Sixteenth ward, and I know
the persons who were opposed to us and who did not have a vote. I
know nearly all of the Democratic repeaters.
- Q. You say that your services were a return, but you did not render
them as such; that is what I understood you to say. You mean by that
that even if you had had no cause of personal gratitude you would still
have felt it your duty to do what you did ?—A.. I have done it for 10
years.

Q. Well, there have not been during that time the same factlons e
A. No, su'

Q. This contest has arisen then substantially since the last Presi-
dential election 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many other office- holders from your ward were present at the
primaries %—A. The gentleman that I saw there most of the time was
a gentleman by the name of Biddle.

Q. A colored man 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he there all the afternoon 7—A. That I do not know, sir; I

-saw him several times.

Q. Was he in the interest of your side or in the interest of the other
side %—A. He was with us.

Q. What duties did he seem to be dlschargmg“é—-—A That I could
not tell you.

Q. You saw a Mr. McCurdy there, a letter-carrier 2—A. A substitute
letter-carrier; I saw him there, yes, sir. )

Q. Mr. Woodal] a letter-carrier 7—A.. T recollect distinetly now I saw
Mr. Woodall dellvermg letters in his uniform about—I do not know

" whether it was after 4 or before 4, I can not say; he was not near the
polls; his duty carried him on the other side of the street.

Q. D1d you see Mr. Bowers7—A. I saw Mr. Bowers several times,

Q. What is his position ¥—A. He is a dispatcher.

Q. Did you see Mr. Jubb 2—A. Mr. Jubb came there, and I was going
to say I sent Mr. Jubb home, but I did not send him home. He came
there to the polls and I told him that his mother was at the point of
death and told him to go home, and he went home. I do not know
whether he stayed long enough to vote or not. ‘ :

Q. Did he know tha,t his mother was at the point of death 9—A. T
suppose so. I suppose he knew that his father was at the head of the.
ticket and he thought it was bis duty to vote for his father.

Q. Was a Mr. Charles E. Emerson there?—A. I saw Mr. Emerson
there.

Q. What is his office ?—A. He is down stairs; I do not know exactly.

Q. Did you see him there much of the time?—A. No; the most of
the time I saw Mr. Emerson was just before 1 was lea,vmg for home.

Q. Did you see Mr. John W. Reed there ?—A. Yes, sir.

. Q. So far all were working on your side that I have mentmned —A.
Yes, sir.




=  VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL-SERVICE LAW.

Q. Mr. Reed was working in the interest of the Henderson ticket ¥—

A. Yes, sir. ’

) Q. What ishis office —A. He is working on the scales at the custom-
ouse, " o

Q. And he stayed there all the time?—A., Except a short interval-
that he was in the station.house. , ' '

Q. He was arrested then 7—A. Yes, sir, R

Q. For what%—A. That I do not know, and I have been unable to
find out, although I'have inquired from twenty different-people; I have
been unable to find out why. !

Q. Was a Mr. Colein there ?—A. I saw Mr, Colein-there. :

Q. He was workiug on your side?—A. No, sir; 1 dor’t think h
turned a hand, sir. , :

Q. But he voted for your side 2—A. He is supposed to, if he told the-
truth. I will tell you that you can’t tell how a man votes on & primary
election. Mr. Colein didn’t do anything to my knowledge. o

Q. He appeared there?—A. He appeared there, yes, sir. I believe
he voted with us. ) : :

Q. Then apparently all the post-office people worked or voted for
your side, and of the two custom-house employés one was for your side
and the other for the Henderson side, and the Henderson man was the . .
more active %—A. Yes, sir. -1 don’t think any one was moreactive than
he was.

Q. Do you know Mr. Joseph Solomon?—A. Yes, sir; I know Mr.
Joseph Solomon, ‘ .

Q. Do you know anything of his career on Monday ?—A. No, sir.

Q. He was represented as having voted at more than one ward.—
A. I can assure you he.did not vote at our ward. _ ‘

Q. Well, all of the office-holders from your ward who have been ap-
pointed in the post-office since Harrison’s election appeared -at the
primary; you say you are pretty familiar with the ward?—A. With the
exception of Mr. Jubb I can say yes, sir. .

Q. You know most of the men who have been appointed from your
ward into the post-office during the past year and a half?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They were all Republicans?-—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Active Republicans, identified with your organization in every
case?—A. Yes, sir; in the classified service and unclassified service.

Q. And all took a part in the primary except Mr. Jubb?—A. Well,
they were there and no doubt voted, but as to the activity I can not say
that they did.

Q. Do you know if any of them paid money?—A. No, sir.

TESTIMONY OF W. W. JOHNSON.

W. W. JOHNSON testiﬁed as follows:

Q. (Mr. RooSEVELT.) Your position is that of postmaster, appointed
a year ago?—A. About January 25. I went in office on February 17.

Q. (Mr. BONAPARTE.) Mr. Johnson, I will state to you in general
terms and briefly what have been the developments of this investiga-
tion so far, then ask you to make such comment on it as you think you
ought in justice to yourself. It appears by the testimony taken here
and also at the custom-house that in most—we are not able to say all—
of the wards, but apparently in most of the wards meetings of those
in Government employ were held, sometimes at club houses or Repub-
lican clubs, more usually, however, at private houses, at which an agree- -

/
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ment was entered into by most of those present to contribute various
“sums, aceording to what they deemed they could, towards the expenses

- of the approaching primaries in the city of what some of the witnesses - -

called the Johnson wing of the party, some the Johnson-Airey wing of -
the party, some the administration wing of the party; that at some of .
these meetings they took the precaution to have a person not in the
. Government service selected to make the collections of the funds to be
subscribed; that at others, and probably at most, they neglected this
precantion and appointed one of their own members to make the col-
" lections; that in‘one or two instances funds were given to the appointed
collectors by Government employés in this building; that the money
so subsecribed was usually given without disguise, but that in some in-

© _ ‘stances an agreement was entered into, which has always in the instances

which we have come across it in this investigation been, shown to be
merely a subterfuge, to call it a subsecription towards purchasing a pool
table or a billiard table or some other purpose of> what one of the wit-
nesses called social enjoyment at the Republican clubs; that the money
thus colleeted was employed in paying room rent and for paying the
expenses of the primaries, getting tickets, paying ticket-holders, ete.,
" in the interest of that wing of the party; that at the primaries a very
large number of Government employés were present and participated -
actively in electioneering and bringing out the voters and preventing
fraudulent voting, or what they alleged to be fraudulent voting; that
- the great majority of these office-holders, though not all, worked and -
voted with the wing of the party which I have mentioned, which I may
- call your wing—— -

Mr. JoHNSON. So called, unfortunately.

Mr. BONAPARTE. And that all, so far as we have been able to find
out, of the employés of this office who participated in the primary,
either by giving money or by taking part at the primaries themselves,
did so on that side. That I think is about the substance of our investi-
gation. Now I ask you to make any statement in regard to that which
you think proper, having given you, I am sure, a full and fair statement

. of the facts. _
Mr. JOBNSON. I will say that whatever they did they did of their
own volition. I have never called on a man in my employ and never
- told a man in my employ that I wanted anything done; and further
than that I sent for ‘every superintendent in my employ and in the
presence of my assistant postmaster I said, ¢ Gentlemen, if you take part
in these primaries I have nothing to do with it. What you do you must
do of your own volition.” T said, ‘““Keep your handsoff. I know I will
- be blamed for these troubles. While my name is at the head of it you
must not bring meinto disrepute.” I said, *“I will get the credit of this.
I admit much of it is done through personalities. You will find that I
have no{ turned down in all my appointments of the carriers that I
have made in this service any man on account of his factions or any-
thing political. For instance, in the First ward of Baltimore City I had
the appointment of @ man by the name of Woods, a clerk that came on
the list.” Mr. Woods was a sworn political enemy ; so I am told by my
friends who belong to the Henderson faction. A certain gentleman
came to me in the First ward and said, “Are you going to appoint this-
man?” Isaid, «“Iwill have to do it,” and he said, *You will then make
an enemy of me.” I appointed this man, and I propose to do my duty
. with all factions, When Ifirst came into this office I had people to cry
- against me because of the Democrats that I was appointing in the office. *
I said, “No matter who they are or what they are, I am going to appoint
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them ;” and I ean show my books to the world, and I am willing to do so.

While I get the credit of being at the head of this faction, I am no niore
at the head of it than any of the rest of them. I am singled out as Mr.
Henderson’s opponent, but there is no young man in Baltimore City
that has any better reputation or can bring any better references than
I can; and I defy any one to bring in any employé in my employ who
can say that I said anything about primaries to them at all. I sdid I
‘would not talk to them about primaries or anything of the kind, not
evel to my own relatives here in the office. Isaid, ‘I have no time to
talk politics and will not talk politics.” o N
-~ Q. Have you any reason to think that there are any persons either
now in the Government employ, or lately in it but now removed, who
would be capable while professing to be friendly to you and to belong
to this same wing of the party to which you belong to be-really working

in the interest of the other side and capable of making untruthful

reports about you ?—A. I don’t think there is-any doubt but that some
people are lying about me in this town. o

1 é@ Do you know a man by the name of Frederick Hammend 9—A.
0. : - -

Q. Was he at one time in the Government employ ?—A. Put in here '

a8 a watchman ; yes, sir.

" Q. And he was discharged, was he not 1—A. At the reduction of the
orce. -

Q. It was not through any fault 2—A. Not a particle. I never ta,lked, '

to him three minutes while he was in the Government employ. .

Q. Is'he, as far as you know, a man of good character %—A. I never '

" heard aught against him in my life. I do not know anything detri-
mental to his character. ' :
Q. He is a person whom you would regard as trustworthy or at least
creditable 7—A. I put him here as watchman in the building; I think
he would do his service, as far as that is concerned.

Q. Do you know anything of the incidents of the primaries; that is
to say, have you heard anything of misconduct on the part of Govern-
ment employés in the form of getting involved in breaches of the
peace 2—A. I was not present on the day of the primaries-at all, and
do not know anything more than what I have heard on the outside. I
have never heard anything particular about it. It never has been
reported to me as postmaster. . :

Q.. You were absent from the city on the day of the primary%—A.
. Yes, sir.

. Q. (Mr. ROOSEVELT.) Most of the men who came up before you for
appointment from our eligible lists were men tolerably well known,.

were they not 2—A. Tolerably well known, I judge; yes, sir. They
came and brought people with them who recommended them, not for
political purposes, I refused positively to take any man’s recommenda-
tion politically. :

Q. Were any of those appointed.in the classified service Demo-
erats —A. Yes, sir; I think five or six. For instance, they claim on
the outside that I have appointed a good many Democrats. I never

asked who were Democrats. I got the credit of removing 130 carriers..

1 will state to you that 45 of 103 that have been removed here resigned ;
I could not keep them. I removed Woods for being drunk. He was
carried down in the janitor’s room of the building and laid there drunk
for 5 or 6 hours. I could not conscientiously keep any man in my
employ who got drunk. )
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Q ‘Were not most of the men who were appomte.d as a matter of
fact, men who were active supporters of the Republican party 3—A. I
) have never heard that question brought up.

-. Q. It has been testified here that in the two or three wards where
special inquiry was made on. the subject, practically all, nearly all, of
the men appointed from those wards during your term of service Were
active Republican workers and took an active part in the primaries;
.. the Sixteenth ward, for instance %—A. I have but few men from the
Sixteenth ward in thls office. «

Q. Who is Frank Bowers ?—A. He is a dispatcher.

Q. Biddle?—A. Biddle is an elevator man.

Q. McCurdy %—A. Mc¢Curdy ; I would not know him at all.

‘Q. Mosher 2—A. Do not know him.
~ Q.. Allderdice 7—A. Allderdice is a timekeeper.

Q. Woodall 2—A, Woodall; I do not know him.

Q. Mr, Jubb ?%—A. There was a great fight made to keep Jubb out
of this office. A gentleman came to me and said, ‘If you appoint
that man you make an enemy of me.” I refused posmvely to keep
him out, and told this gentleman I was going to appoint him, and I dld
appoint hlm and this man has not spoken to me since.

Q. He worked for your side 9—A. If.he did I did not know it.

Q. His father was at the head of the ticket —A. That is news to
me ; I did not know it.

; Q Is Mr. Emerson in the office here 2—A. Mr, Emersou is either in
the janitor’s force or in the custodiaw’s force.

Q. Are those the only men you know of appointed from that ward 2—
A. They are about the only men I know of.:

Q. The men in the unclassified service, civil service reform does not -
apply to them, and those you would expect naturally to take an active -
part in ward pOllthb 7—A. Well, I never talked to them at all.

Q. In the Eighth ward there is a letter-carrier by the name-of
Holtz 7—A. Mr. Holtz was a reinstated soldier here; I would hardly
know him if I were to see him, '

Q. Mr. Tweddel %—A. Mr. Tweddel is a clerk who has been pushed
up lately, a $500-man.

Q. Mr. Hammel is a clerk 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Perine is a clerk 2—A. Mr. Perine, I think, is a janitor.

Q. Those are the main appointees from the E]ghth ward, are they
not %—A. Yes, sir; I think they are.

Q. All of those took an active part on your snde 7—A. If they did I
did not know it, sir..

Q. Is Mr. Arm strong in the Seventh ward ”l--A Idonot know where
Mr. Armstrong comes from. The Seventh ward had a good many peo-
ple in when I came in; and one-third of the men here I do not know
only by seeing them i in uniform.

Q Do you know Mr. Charles Smith ?—A. Yes, sir; I went to school
with him.

Q. What is his ward ?—A. Sixth ward.

Q. In the classified service the bulk of the appointments have bheen
of those who were active Republican workers, have they not?—A.
* They have been taken right from the list. If they were active Repub-

licans, 1 did not have anybody to come and mention their names to me.

Q. Did you know that they were ?—A. I only know from what you
say. ..

Q. You do not know of your own knowledge?—A. I do not know
from my own knowledge.

»
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Q. From what ward does Mr. Darlus Phlhps come ?—A I do not
know him at all. :

Q. Did you take pains to inform your subordmates here of what the -
civil-service law is in reference to political, assessments, etc.?—A. I
never knew that any man had been assessed in the office; if I had I
would have taken great pains. ’

Q. Well, did you take any pains to let them know that they need not
pay anvthmg, or to call their attention to the civil-service law?—A.
My attention was never called to the subject only by your letter last
fall, in which you said that any man had a right to contribute, and I
have never said anything to any man in my office expect the superin-
tendents; I gave them the orders, that they must not take a hand in
anything of the kind, and that they must keep their hands off; and
they told me that they positively did not take any part.

Q. Well, now, the men that did contribute or get contributions from -
other office-holders in violation of the law, do you think they ought to
stay on the force 2—A. I am here to do whatever you say.

Mr. RoosEVELT. Well, thatis a very complimentary way of putting it.

. Mr. BONAPARTE. You have mentioned that there was something
sald about your having removed 130 carriers, and that 45 of tha.t nam-
ber were resignations.

ﬂJiA I think, sir, between 35 and 45 were from resignations 1n thls
office.

Q. Were any of those resignations made to avoid dismissals ?-——A
Not a one, sir. If a man in my employ would say aught.to a man
about getting his resignation, he could not stay here himself. A good
many men would get drunk and would ask to resign, and the superin-
tendent would take their resignations before he would report them to -
me. I hav8 been maligned a good deal by the civil-service people here

Mr. BONAPARTE. I guess that is all.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Yes, that is all for to-day.

APRIL 13, 1891.
Present: Hon. Theo. Roosevelt, Charles J. Bonaparte, John C. Rose.

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE G. HOLTZ,

GEORGE G. HoLTz testified as follows :

Q. Your name —A. George G. Holtz. ‘

Q. Letter-carrier %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Appointed when %—A. Let me see—I was appointed on St. Pat-
rick’s Day.

Q. About a year ago ?—A. A little over a year ago.

Q. What ward do you live in?7—A. Ilive in the Eighth ward at
present.

Q. Mr. Deputy Marshal Sultzer lives in tha.t ward %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Tweddel 2%—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you one who gave money to Mr. Tweddel or Mr. Sultzer —
A. I did-not give it to either one of them; I paid it at the ward meet-
ing.
Q You paid it to Mr. Tweddel 7—A. I paid my money the same a8 I
always pay it every month.

Q. You paad $5, did you not 9—A. I paid $10,
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Q.. Who did you give it to %—A. Mr. Shuart was president, and I paid
it in.the same way as I often paid before; I simply went up and laid
it-on the table ; but everything is accounted for, and I won’t be posi-
-tive, but I supposed Mr. Shuart would take the money. In fact, until
that day I did not intend to turn in any money at all.. I reported my-
‘gelf sick a week before the primaries. , :

Q. You did not give your money to Mr. Tweddel 2—A. I do not think
'I did.. Mr, Tweddel was present. Some of the men said in the post-
oﬂige that if anyone was going up to the meeting they could take the:

. money up. I was going to keep the money and spend it myself. Isaid
- I would give $10. I wentto the room that night. I said, ¢ Mr. Twed-
del, T have been called down on this business, and I am glad of it.”

Q. You were called down. What do you mean by that?—A. I was
going to take a part in the primary election. :

Q. Who called you down?—A. Mr., Sultzer told me I was not to
have anything to do with it. I was going to make some arrangements, -

. and Mr, Sultzer sent for me, and I went down and saw Mr. Sultzer,
and he asked .me if 1 had done anything for the primaries. I said,

- ¢ Bill (I always call him Bill), you know I generally do something, but
I can say that I have done nothing ;” and he says, “ Don’t you do any-
thing; you had better not have anything to do with it.” I told him
that I stepped down with the greatest of grace, and I felt a little bad

- about the matter, because 1 thought my services were not required, for
I have always taken an active part in polities.

Q. What did you then say to Mr. Sultzer 2—A. Well, I said I would
step down with the greatest of grace, and he said there were other men
to see to this matter. I was going to hire a couple of wagons, furni-
ture wagons, to take the men down to the polls. While 1 was out of
the post-office I done such things, and I intended to do it again, but
Mr. Sultzer said there were other parties appointed for that. ,

. Q. At this meeting at which you paid your $10, who else were pres-
ent%—A. Mr. Sultzer was there—— '

Q. Are you sure about Mr. Sultzer being present %—A. I think Mr.
Sultzer was in the room.

Q. Was Mr. Tweddel present 2—A. Mr. Tweddel was present.

, Q. Was Mr, Hammel there?—A. I don’t think either one of the
Hammels was there. : :

Q. Was Mr. Foutz there 2—A. I don’t think so.

- Q. Who else was there?—A. We were just sitting in the club talk-
ing. Mr. Mason was the man who did most of the talking. ’

Q. Who is Mr. Mason ?—A. He is a business man here in the city.

Q. Is Mr. Mason in any Federal office 7—A.. -No, sir.

Q. Are you sure that was the meeting at which you gave money, at
which Mr. Mason was present—are you not thinking of another meet-

 ing?—A. No; I went over there partly bécause I felt a little bad about
this matter, and as soon as Mr. Mason began to talk it threw me back
altogether; I could not -do a thing. -

Q. Who were in your corner of the room where you were paying this
money —A. We were all sitting right around a table.

Q. How many were there, about how many ?—A. There might have
been ten or might have been twelve.

Q. Probably ten or twelve?—A. I could not say exactly—may not

. be more than eight. : : , ‘ ‘

Q. You were around the table when you paid your money—how did -
youdoit? "A. I think 1 done it just the same as I did for years.
Mr. Shuart was at the table and I had the money in my pocket, and I

¥
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- did not intend to pay it; I alwwys give, but I wanted- to put it myself
"~ where I thought it would do the most good, and I was called down. A
I says, “ Gentlemen, here is my money.” :
Q. How much did you pay every month?—A. TFifty cents.
Q. You mean to say that Mr. Shuart and not Mr. Tweddel would .

~* take this money —A. If I am fiot mistaken I paid $10.50. Mr. Mason

- was there ; Mr, Mason is a social frlend of the postmaster, and what.
ever Mr, Mason said, coming direct from the postmaster, we all took
partieular notice of,

Q. Whatever Mr. Mason said you took as coming dlrect from the
postmaster?—A. Direct from the postmaster. He says ¢“The post-.
- :master wants you to keep your hands off, and by all means don’t get

into any trouble.”

Q. But you did get into some trouble 9—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were arrested 2—A. Yes, sir, arrested. o
. Q. On the day of the primaries ?—A. On the day of the primaries, -

Q. For whipping a Henderson man?—A. No, sir; for getting licked
by a Henderson man,

Q. How did it happen %—A. They were hanging around Birch’s
cigar store, and I had reported myself sick sometime before this; my
boy came up tome and says, ¢ Thereisagang coming for you,”and I Went -
down and said, ¢ Albert,” tomy oldest boy, “ Whatis the trouble 2” and
he said, “They said you had been going back on the soldiers, and every-
thing ot the kind.” I gotup and ate a small lunch, and I wanted to seea
young man by the name of Wilber F. George to take part in the pri-
maries. I thought if I could not take an active part I was determined
to send a man in my place ; this was12 ¢’clock, on the day of the election,

1 mile from the place where the election was held. I went down and
gsaw Mr. George and a man by the name of Lee. :

Q. Lee was a colored man?—A., Yes, sir, 7

© Q. Tickel is a colored man %—A. Yes, sir. I stood up and took it like
a man; I was knocked all to pieces. '

Q. I believe you were fined too ?—A... Of course.

Q. How much were you fined?—A. I was fined $5 -amd costs; we
* here in Baltimore have to submit to everything if we are Republicans.

Q. You were down about the primaries?—A. I was down to vote but
they would not let anybody vote.

Q. I think we noticed you ourselves; we saw you there; you had -
your pockets full of tickets.—A. Yes, sir; I was going to give some
tickets to a colored man, and I got into the crowd and could not get in
or out,

Q. You were treatmg some of the voi:ers 9—A. Yes, sir. ]

Q. Didw’t 1 see you go into the saloon with two or three men on the
* corner ?—A. Yes, sir; I went into the pool room and I drank a couple

glasses of beer; I believe I spent 15 cents. '

Q. About this $10; are you sure that Mr. Tweddel did not take that
$10%—A. I don’t think he did ; he might have picked it up after'I laid
-it down, but Mr. Shuart was supposed to receive the money.
Q. Don’t you as a matter of fact know that that ‘money was turned -
over to Mr. Tweddel or to Mr. Sultzer?—A. I do not know a thing -
“about Mr. Sultzer, but Mr, Tweddel was in and— :
Q. He was to give it all to Mr. Sultzer?—A. That I do not know
anything about, sir; my understanding was that it was to be given to
Mr. Shuart; that was the arrangement.
Q. When did you make the arrangements to give the money ?—-A I
"~ do not know how long ago that has been.
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. Q. Who made the arrangements to give the money 1—A. We all got
together in a little knot and talked the matter over. )

Q. Who was in that little knot—Mr. Foutz %—A. I think there was a
gent]eman by that name, if heis in the railroad office.

Q. Mr. Perine, was he in the little knot?—A. Indeed 1 do not recol-
lect.

Q. Tweddel in it?—~A. Yes, sir.

Q. Sultzer?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Anybody but post-office people there —A. Only post -office people
there.

Q. Just you post-office people?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you were only going to give for the legitimate expenses of
the primaries?¥—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Simply for room rent and ticket-holders and all that?—A. Yes,
sir. I suggested getting a furniture wagon to bring in the voters; it
was to be paid for two furniture wagons. I was going to do it and
they called me down.

Q. The little knot you say were post office men—you were all post-
office men?—A. Post office mén, yes, sir.

Q. Who were they —A. Mr. Tweddel was one, Mr., Richardson was
-another [pause]——

Q. Mr., Birmingham another "’—-A I think Mr. Birmingham was
there.

Q. Mr. Perine ?—A. I don’t recollect him.

Q. Well, Richardson and Birmingham and Tweddel were the only

_onesyou recollect ?—A. Yes, sir.
" Q. Was Hammel there 9—A. I don’t think he was.

Q. You agreed to pay according to whatever each one could 7—A.
Yes, sir.- It was simply this: We were talking about the matter, and
we understood there was a great fight against the administration, and
I said, ““These people are fighting the administration,” and I said, ¢ 1
guess we will have to pay the expenses;” and they said that thev
were satistied and 1 said 1 was satisfied, and they asked me how much
.1 proposed to give, and I said it would be very heavy, but it would
have to be paid, and I said I would give $10 towards it myself, and
some said they would give $5, and others that they would give what
they could.’

Q. How much did Birmingham say he would give%—A. I donot know,
sir. Somebody made a proposition after I said I would give $10. I said
I was getting a little more salary than some of them and could give
more; and I said, ¢ If yon can not give it don’t give anything.”

Q. Where were you talking this %—A. We were down in the cellar of
the post-office. where nobody could hear us, and somebody came past
and we stopped, and I said « We had better stop this, because if the post-
master comes down and finds us talking politics he will come down and
hustle us.” That is the word I used, and Richardson says, ¢ Yes, we
-had better be quiet.”

Q. Well, they were simply the post-office employés of the’ Eighth
ward 1—A. Eighth ward; yes, sir.

Q. Were all of the post-office employés of the Eighth ward at that
meeting %—A. I hardly think so.

Q. Had you had any talk about this meeting beforehand 9—A. We
were having a little talk at dinner time.

Q. You had notified the men by word of mouth to come down 7—A.
- Well, we were just talking about it to one another, and it did not take

long to go around and say, “(Come around; we want to have a little
talk with you.”

-
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i Q Dld you go around and tell them that?—A. No, sir; we had a.ll
been together every day and talked of it.

Q. Most of the office-holders from the Eighth ward met down in the
basement of this building and talked over what money should be raised
for the legitimate expenses of the primaries ?—A. Yes, sir

" Q. And you said that you would give $10, but you said to the others
-you did not expeect that they would give as much because they were
not receiving as much salary 2—A. Yes, sir. Some of them spoke up

~ and said they did not think they could give anything at all.

Q. You gave about 1 per cent, 2—A. I dld I think the grand total
was about $43, $43 all told.

Q. All told where 79— A, That Mr. Shuart had in hand afterwa,rds—
he was treasurer.

Q. Are you sure that Mr. Shuart had this money?—A. I suppose so; 5
he was treasurer.

Q. Dor’t you know that Mr. Sultzer had that money?—A. I don’t.
T don’t know whether he had the money or not; if he had I do not know

- anything about it myself.

Q. This was not for your club at all; this was the money for your
primary expenses; this $10 you say you contmbuted towards the Iegltl-
mate expenses of the primary 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was to be used fon ticketholders, for printing, or for what-
ever it might be needed ?—A. Yes, sir.

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM T. HUTCHINS.

[From notes of Mr Rose.]

My name is William T. Hutchins. I reside at 719 North Carohne
street; my business is that of a japanner; I hold no Government office
and never. was an applicant for one. 1 was challenger from the open-
ing to the close of the recent primary election in the Fifth ward for the
anti-Johnson side.. I know Oscar Leipman, a letter-carrier. At the
registration of 1884 I was a United States supervisor and had my .
attention particularly aftracted. by some controversy over Mr. Leip-
man’s naturalization papers. I frequently have seen him since. I saw
him on the day of the primary election; he offered to vote. I chal-
lenged his vote and stated the facts as I "here state them. Mr. Ermer,
the Johnson judge, said: ¢ Mr. Leipman, Mr. Hutchins has you down
too fine ; he won’t let you vote.” He offered to swear that he was a
Republlcan and would support the nominee, when I said we could get
lots of them for one-thousand-dollar places. His vote was rejected. I

.».will swear to this statement. He came up to the window with his ticket -
“/a his hand. George T. Leech told me that on one occasion, on the Sal-
urday evening on which his daughter took the post-office examination,
Mr. Sidney Adams came to his house and asked for her examination
number. A man named William McAllister is a night inspector in the
custom-house; says that Airey sent for him and told him that there

- was an administration fight and all the people employed by the admin-
- istration were to be on its side.
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WILLIAM T. HUTCHINS AND OSOAB. LEIPMAN GALLED

Q Mr. Hutchins, do you recognize Mr. Lexpman ?2—A. I do, sir.

“Q. Is he the gentleman whom you say you saw try to vote at. the
_-primary? In what ward was it? ,

Mr. Hurcains, In the Fifth ward.

Mr. ROOSEVELT. A week ago Monday, whose vote you challenged

and whose vote was thrown out?
A. Yes, sir. ~
Q. Mr. Leipman, what have you to say to that?—A. I think it was

" ' _a mistake, because I can prove exactly where I was from the tlme I

left the office here until long after the polls were closed.
Q. Well, do you think that the judge of elections would make a mis-

. take &bout you?—A. I was going to say I dow’t know who was the
judge of elections.

Q. Do you know Mr. Hutchins 7—A. I could not say that I know
Mr. Hutchins. I went home with a man by the name of Zink from the

- office here, and it was a quarter of 7 o’clock when we got to my house,
- and I left my house again after supper, dressed myself, and went up
town—what time do you say I was about to vote [addressing Mr.
. Hutchins|?
Mr. HUTCHINS. About 7 or half past 7; it might have been nearly
. 8 o’clock. You came up to vote and I challenged your vote.
. Mr. LErpMAN (addressing Mr. Roosevelt). Would it be satisfactory
if I bring a gentleman who will swear whkere I was at 7 or half past
79 ' It was 20 minates past 7 when I went up town.

Mr. ROOSEVELT (to Mr. Hutchins). Dld he give his name as Oscar
. Leipman ¢

A. Yes, sir.

Mr. LereMAN. No, sir; I did not do anythlng of the kind j I dld not
“try to vote.

Mr. HuroHINS (directing his remarks to Mr. Leipman). I know you.
I was a supervisor before the Democratic Presidential election, and you
had some dlfﬁeulty about your papers; you did not have them on the
-first appearance in the office. *

- Mr, ROOSEVELT (to Mr. Hutehins). You have known Mr. Leipman
since '84 ¢

A. Yes, sir;y he used to live on Thompson street.

Mr. LErPMAN, Ilived on Thompson street.

Q. Do you still insist, Mr. Leipman, that you did not appear at that -

primary —A. No, sir; I did not; I passed by there.
Q. But you did not try to vote ?2—A. No, sir; Idid not. Ask Mr.
Sindall to come up here, if he is about the buIldmg

Mr. HurcHINS (to Mr. Leipman). I challenged your vote, and when

- it was rejected Mr. Ermer says, ‘‘ Mr, Hutchins has you down fine,” and
- you said you offered to vote and I said I would ot let you.
Mr. LEIPMAN. You are certainly mistaken,

: TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM BIRMINGHAM,

WILLIAM BIRMINGHAM testified as follows:

Q. What is your position 2—A. Carrier.

Q. When were you appointed 2—A. The 1st of last September.
‘What is your residence ?—A. 1429 Nassau.

Q.
Q. What ward do you live in 2—A. Eighth.

TR Ty e
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Q. Do you recollect a meotmg in the cellar of this building. Just before>

the last primaries? Were you present with Mr. Holtz and Mr. Tweddel -
- and others 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was a meeting of the Eighth ward employés of the post- '

office %—A, Well, I do not know what they called it.

Q. That was what it was. You were only the employés from ‘the
Eighth ward that met there —A. That is all.

_ Q. Who told you to come there 3—A. I could not tell you; I do not-
remember,

Q. You were told to come there, were you?—A., Yes, sir; I belleve
0.

Q. The purpose of that meeting was to subseribe money for the legiti-
mate expenses of the primary ¥—A.. I could not tell you that, because I
got, down there too late.

Q. How much money did you pay %—A. Five dollars.

Q. To whom did you give that; Mr. Tweddel 2—A. To Mr. Tweddel.

~ Q. Where did you give it to him, at the club room *—A. No,sir; over
here on the city-hall pavement.

Q. That was to De used for the legitimate campaign expenses —A.
Ido not know about that; they asked me if I would not give something
for the club.

Q. Who was they; was it Mr. Holtz %—A. No; 1 don’t think it was
Mr. Holtz. It was 2 or 3 weeks before we had that meeting ; some one
approached me at the club.

Q. Was it Mr. Sultzer ?—A. It was some one. I don’t attend the
meetings very'often. I have not been up there to the club since I could
not tell when.

Q. Asamatter of fact you did pay $5, and you paid it to Mr. Tweddel.
How did you happen to pay it to Mr. Tweddel 2—A. Isaid, ‘“John, take
this up to the elub; I can’s getit up,” and he said, “All rlght,” and that i is
all I said.

Q. Five dollars was the amount given by most people, was it not 3—
A. I could nottell you that.

Q. You don’t know of any one else paying but yourself?—A. No, sir.

Q. How did youn happen toselect $5 as the amount you would pay?—
A. As T said, I did not know whether it was for the club or not; they
asked me if I would not give something for the club.

Q. Why did they happen to make this request just before the pri-
mary ¥—A. I do not know.

Q. What is the name of the club ?—A Eighth Ward Republican
League Club.

Q. Do you recollect who else was -present at this meetmg down

- _stairs #—A. No, sir. -

-1 .73, Richardson was there, was he not ?—A. I believe he was.

Q. Mr. Foutz ?—A. Idid not kuow; I am not personally acquainted
with him, ,

Q. Mr. Holtz was there?—A. Yes, sir. »

Q. Mr. Tweddel %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are most of the employés from the Eighth ward appointed under
this administration Republicans, members of your club%—A. I think

~ they are.

Q. Are all that you know of 2—A. I could not say that.

Q. Were you present at any meetmg of the club at Whleh money
was paid 7—A. No, sir. '

Q. Were you present at a meeting at which Mr. Stephen Mason was
present2—A. No, sir..

1166——38
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Q. Oan you tell me a llttle more of what occurred at this meetmg in
the cellar 2—A. No, sir; I got down there too late. )
-~ Q. Had the meeting adjourned ¥—A. No, s1r, there were a few words
- gpoken after I got there. .
" Q. It was a meeting for raising money, was it not?¥—A. I.could not
tell you that; they asked me to come down there and meet down stairs.
Q. To meet with whom ?—A. Well, they did not say whom. - =
Q.. Who was it that asked you ?—-A. I could not tell you. I could
not get there in time because I did not get through the district in
time, -
Q.-How long have you been a member of your Repubhca,n club -
there 3—A. Ever since it started.
Q. Two or three years ?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Last September you came into the service 2—A. Yes, sir, _
- Q. How much money did you pay to the club at the time of the elec- -
tions last November, if any amount ?—A. I did not pay anything.
Q. This is the first time you have contributed money for political
purposes at all?—A. Yes, sir. ,

.

TESTIMONY OF JOSHUA N. RICHARDSON.

JosHUA N. anmnsourtestiﬁed as follows: .

Q. Letter-carrier %—A. Yes, sir.

" Q. Appointed when?—A. I have been a letter carrier for 20 years
‘altogether, _

Q. Removed under Mr. Brown 7—A. I was. ”

Q. Or Veazy ?—A. Brown.

Q. Reappointed under Mr. Johnson %—A. Yes, sir; under Civil Serv-
‘ice Rule 10. k

Q. You live in the Eighth ward, do vou not #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect a meeting down in the cellar of this building a
week or so before the primary at which Mr. Tweddel, Mr. Holtz, Mr.
Birmingham, yourself, and one or two others were present 1—A. 1did

- not know it was a meeting. I went down to take a smoke and saw
“them sitting there, and I walked in and said, ¢ Are you enjoying your-
selves;” I did not consider it a meeting whatever.

Q. What were you talking about?—A. Just talking about, things
20 years back.

Q. Then there was something said about the primaries ?—A. No
subject entirely connected with the primaries at all. .

. Q Didw't they agree as to how much money was to be pa1d at the o
. primaries 2—A. Not at all. y

‘ bi IQ How much money did you yourself pay?—A. 1 pa.ld a ten»ddlla,r

bill

Q. Did you pay it to Mr. Tweddel or to Mr. Sultzei"!—A I did not
pay it to either one of them. I said I was going up to the Grand
Army, and I asked Tweddel if he would take this $10 for me, and he
said he would. )

Q. That $10 was to be expended only for 1eg1t1mabe purposes ?—
A, That is alt I gave it for.

Q. That is, for such things as paying ticket-holders, room rent, furni-
ture vans to get the voters up to the polls %—A. I left that to the com-
mittee, for the men to spend it legitimately.

Q You are a thousand-dollar man, are you not ?—A. Yes, sir; Lam,
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Q. The thousand.dollar men then gave ‘$10 "?—-A I could not say
positively what any man gave only my individual self. - L

Q. You simply handed it to Mr. Tweddel; was that in the bulldmg T
here ?—A., No, sir; it was on the corner of the street. :

Q. You were at the prxmary 1—A. I was not I was nowhere near
the polls at all, .

TESTIMONY OF OSCAR W. GIBSON

N

OSOAR W. GIBSON testified as follows:

Q. You are a letter carrier 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What ward do you live in -—A. Sixth ward.

Q. Do you know Mr. Charles G, Smith ¥—A. Yes, su'.

Q. Letter-carrier 2—A. Yes, sir, ’

Q. Do you recollect a meeting held at his house a fow days before
- the primary ?-—A. Yes, sir. :

@. You were present at that meeting —A. Yes, sir.

" Q. You then paid $5%—A. No, sir; I did not pay any money there

- Q. You agreed to pay some money “l—A JLagreed to pay some money,
but it was not §5. .

Q. Was it $3, $5 or $107—A. Three dollars.

Q. How much is your salary %—A. Six hundred dollars. It was vol-
untary. '

Q. It was entirely voluntary?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you pay to Smith or to Biddleman ?—A. I pa,ld to neither
one of them.

Q. Who did you pay to 2—A. Rob Fields. )

Q. Who is be %A, He is the executive of our ward.

Q. When did you pay that money to Mr. Fields ?—A. It was about
a week or so after the meeting.

Q. About a week after the meeting ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is Mr. Fields’s business 7_—A. I do not know.

Q. Was he present at Mr. Smith’s house that evening %—-A." Yes, sir.

Q. Nobody but office-holders were present at that meeting at Mr.
Smith’s house %—A. I could not tell you; 1 did not get there until late.

Q. Who notified you to gothere ?--A. I donot know; Ithinkit was
Smith; I will not say positively about that.

Q. And you at that time said that you would give $3, entirely vol-
untary on your part ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you are quite confident that was not paid over to Mr. Bid-
dleman 7—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. You paid it to Mr. Fields yourself2-—A. Yes, sir. ‘

Q. Did you put yourname downor just agree verbally —A. I agreed

" verbally.
e Q. Who did you tell you would pay it 2—A. I told Smith. -

Q. Where did you make the payment to Mr. Fields ?—A. At the
club room.

Q. Were you present at the primary afterwards?--A. I was only
present there long enough to vote.

Q. Well, the primary was broken up afterwards, was it not @—A. .
Indeed I could not tell you.

Q. Was it disorderly when you were there, or was it qaiet o3—-A It
was quiet.

Q. How long have you been a member of the Republican club “!—-A.
I have not been a meniber for more than 5 or 6 weeks,
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. TESTIMONY OF HENRY L. THEISS.

 Hexey L. THEISS testified as follows:

* Q. Letter-carrier 2—A. Yes, sir. :

Q. How long have you been in the sérvice ?—A Altogether—a,boub
18 months.

Q. You reside in the Sixth ward “3——A Yes, sir.

). What is your salary 2—A. Six hundred dollars.

Q. Were you present at a meeting a week or so before the primary at
Mr. Smith’s house in your ward ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Nobody but oﬂice holders were present at that meeting —A. No, -

sir.
Q. Did it inelude all the office-holders from the Sixth ward who were
Repubhcans 9—A. They were not all there.
'Q. Were they all asked, do you know ?—A. That.[ could not tell you.
Q. It was $3 you agreed to pay 2—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you pay it to Mr. Smith ?—A. No, sir; I paid ltto Mr. Fieflis.
Q. Did you only agree to pay that night 1—A. Yes, sir; I did not
have the money with me. -
Q. The $600 men paid only $3 then 9—A. Some more than others.
Q. Some paid $5, some $10, and some $3 2—A. Yes, su' and one man
- did not pay anythmg
Q. It was Mr. Smith, Mr. Biddleman, and Mr. Foutz who were ap-

pointed a committee to receive the money, was it not —A. No, sir; they

were appointed a committee to see that the money was properly ex-’
pended, not to receive the money.

Q. That was for legitimate pirposes #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Room rent, ticket-holders, printing of tickets—that was all 2—A.
Yes, sir. *

Q. Who notified you to come around to that meeting *—A. I had two
parties notify me; Mr. Fields and Mr. Fostler.

Q. What is his poswlon ?—A. He does not hold a pos1t10n.

Q. As a matter of fact, most of the money was raised, as testified, by
oﬂice holders 7—A. By office- holders ; yes, sir.

Q. Did any of the outsiders pay anythmg in your wa.rd do you know ?
A ‘Not that I know of.

Q. But you know how that money was expanded ?—A. I did not see

" it expended ; 1 understood it was to be expended for legitimate ex. .

penses.

Q. You do not know the proportion for room rent, ticket- holders, and
8o on —A. I believe we paid ticket-holders $2 apiece.

" Q. Room rent was $3 2—A. I believe the room rent was $4

Q. How much for the printing expenses —A. That I could not say.

Q. Five or ten dollars, would that cover it %—A. I haven’t the least
idea.

Q. You were at the primary 2—A. Yes, sir.

YQ There was a row there, was there not ; the DOHS were closed 7—A.
€8, 8ir.

Q. Wer'e you there during the time the row took place 3—A: Not dur-
ing the time the row took place.

Q. Mr. Fields was going to expend the money that he received; the
committee were in charge of it, and expected Mr. Fields to expend it
under their orders, was that it 1—A. He was to furmsh the items of the
expenses to the commlttee.

"

P L e
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Q He was to report to them ?—A. He was to report to them tha.t the
money was properly expended.

Q. There was a good deal of money paid that night to Mr. Biddleman
and to Mr. Smith; did you notsee it paid 3—A. Yes, sir; I saw it paid.

Q. Mr, McMann Mr. Bond, Mr. Smith—who else wWere there besides
those 2—A.. Mr, Kimball,

Q. Mr. Kimball was rather a Henderson man, was he not?—A. It
appears that way. I rather think there were two others that leaned
‘that way, one other any way. . '

Q. Who was the other man %—A. Mr. Chapman. '

Q. Where is Mr. Chapman %¥—A. Heholds a position in the custom-
house; he is porter or janitor, or something of that kind.

Q. I thought there were only two people from the custom-house
there ?—No, sir; there were three.

Q. Was Mr. Ma.Gon present?—A. Yes, sir.

’

, TESTIMONY OF JOHN BOND.

JomN BOND testified as follows:

Q. What is your position?—A. Stamp clerk.

Q. How long have you been in the service 2—A. One year.

Q. You are a member of the Sixth Ward Club%?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect being present at a meeting at Mr. Smith’s house
a week or so before the primary?—A. I do, sir.

Q. It was a meeting purely of  office- holders, was it not%—A> Yes,
sir.

Q. Purely of office-holders residing in the Sixth ward 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The purpose being to raise money for the legitimate expenses of
the primaries?—A. Yes, sir, I did not know what it was for until I
was invited there, and Mr. Kimball acted as chairman of the meeting
and got up and said he supposed the gentlemen knew what this meet-
ing was called for, that it was to take up a little collection.

Q. Who told you to come to that meeting #—A. Mr. Fields. -

Q. You paid $57—A. No, sir; I gave $10.

Q. How did you happen to g1ve $102—A. I had always been in the
Jhabit of giving to the party; I belong to the party and Inever refused

to give.

Q. Did you give it to, Mr. Biddleman or to Mr. Smith 2—A. I loaned
Mr. Biddleman some money ; 5 1 handed $10 to Biddleman.

Q. The committee to receive the money was Fensley, Biddleman, and
Smith, was it not—they were to spend the money?—A. It was the
understanding that this man Fields was to spend the money.

Q. The $600 men only gave $3 apiece?—A. I do not know; they
were not asked to give any special amount, Jjust voluntary contmbutxons.

. "Q. You were present at the primary ‘I—A Yes, sir.

Q. Were you present when it was broken up?—A. I was.

Q. A good deal of disorder at that tlme, was there not?—A. There

was, Sir.

Q The Henderson people saw that you were going to outvote them
and they broke it up 2—A. I guess that was it.

Q. As far as you know, all of the office-holders from the Sixth wa.rd
were present at that meet;m g at Mr.Smith’s house ¥—A. Well, I eould
not tell you; I am only acquainted with five or six of them, but I |

~ should Judge there were fifteen, eighteen, or twenty men there.
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Q Mr.'l‘helss, Mr. Maéon, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Blddleman were ‘all
there?—A Theiss was there, Blddleman Fensley, Kimball—— ;

Q. MaGon%—A. I am net acquainted with MaGon. -

Q. Anyone else there from this post-office, do'you recollect ?—A.—A .
‘'man by the name of Phelps. : .

Q. Darius Phillips “l——A Daniel Phelps I think is his name.

Q. Is he a letter-carrier%—A. No, sir; he is in the registry division.
. Q. About how long were you at that election; an hour or two?—A.

- No, sir; I can not say that I was there an hour or two; I was home

pretty much all the time.

Q. Were you in charge there at all?—A., No, sir.

Q. Was Kimball there at all at the primaries 7—A. N o, 8ir; Icannot
say that he was; I do not know, sir.

Q. Was Dr. Watts not at Smith’s house —A. No, sir; the only ones
outside was Fields and a man by.the name of Fostler. -

Q. Well, there was very little money subscribed by outsiders in your
ward, so far asyou know 7—A. I could not answer that ‘question.

Q. Dr. Watts has charge of one of the substations. has he not; he
keeps a drug store, and is a stamp agent, is he not I—A. Yes, sir. ,

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM ROOT.

WILLIAM Roor testified as follows: :

Q. Your position 7—A. Watehman here in the post:office. :

Q. How long have you been in that position 2—A. About 12 months,
Q. What ward do you live in #—A. The Fifth. '
Q. You were at the Fifth ward primaries ?—A. I was.

Q. Ithink I'saw you there standing beside Mr. Sindall #—A. Yes, sir.

- Q. Taking quite an active part in the primaries 2—A. Well, I do not
- know as I was.

Q. Looking onrather actwely ?—A, Yes, sir; and keeping out fra,ud
ulent votes.

Q. Challenging voters 2—A. No, sir; I was not challenger; I was be-
hind the chalienger. .

Q. Who was the challenger 7—A. Mr. Stewart. Whenever I would
see a voter coming up that was not entitled to vote I would glve him a
point that that man was a fraud, '

Q. There was a"good deal of fraudulent voting, was there nob 1—A.
“Yes, sir; a good deal.

Q. All on the part of the Henderson people —A. No, s1r I can not
say that. :

© Q. Well, by whom ?—A. Just the same as at all the primaries.
Q. Was 1t a rather disorderly primary %—A. It was one of the fairest
I have seen in the ward for years, and I have been takmg part for 40 -
years in elections.

Q. And this was one of the fairest ?—A. The fairest I have seen;
every ticket was twisted.

Q. Were the duties of those challenging voters onerous ?—A. Cer-
tainly, sir.

Q. There was a good deal of effort to vote fraudulently 7—A. Yes, sir;
there always is.

Q. You were working for the so- called Johnson-Airey crowd, I pre-
sume 1—A. Yes, sir. ,

-
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t QY That represents the administration orJ ohnson ticket, does 1f;not fo -

. es, sir,

Q. The other crowd was the Henderson-Stone orowd 9—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Philip Sindall was by you; what other office-holders werethere -
- at the time I saw you?—A. Mr, Wendell of the custom-house, was -
- there at the time.

' Q. Was he there in the interest of the Henderson crowd —A. I could
.not say that he was.

Q. Who else were there from this-office ; was James Oooper there ‘!—
A, I saw him about, there.

Q. He was working there more or less 1——A Well, Isaw h1m around.
there.

Q. He is a colored man?—A. Yes, sir; William G. McAlhster——I
saw him there.

- Q. Working, not merely voting ¥—A. Yes, sir. »

- Q. Was Mr. Cole in there ?-—-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time 2—A. I think I saw hlm there about 5 or 6 o’clock

Q. Does Mr, Joseph Solomon vote in your ward %—A. T do not know.

Q. Is he not an employé of the post-office ?—A. He is., .

Q. Did you notice him there ?—A. Yes, sir; I saw him there. '

Q. A good part of the time 3—A. Well, no not a great part of the
time, only a short while.

Q. Were you there when a man came up to vote and gave the name
of Os:ar Leipman 2—A. I was not. I know who you speak of; I saw
him there, but I did not see him attempt to vote. i

Q. How long was he there 7—A. I did not see him over 15 mmutes 3
I recollect speaking to him outside the crowd.

Q. Was he there to vote ?—A. That I could not say.

Q. Did you not hear of him attempting to vote #-—A. Yes; I heard -

- about it.

Q. You heard about Leipman’s attempting to vote; who told you -
about it 3—A. Well, Mr. Hutchins was saying somethlng about it.

- Q. There, that afternoon I—A. No; since. -

"~ Q. Well, you heard about it that afternoon ?—A. No, I did not hear
about it that afternoon. - ‘

Q. Is there a club in your ward—a Repubhcan club?—A. Yes, sir;.
I belong to a Republican clab.

Q. What is its name %—A. That is all the name attached to it.

Q. It is simply called the Republican Club, is it7—A. Yes, sir. o

Q. Did you pay anything in reference to the legitimate expenses of
this primary ¥—A. I did; I paid to the secretary of the club.

Q. How much did you pay ?—A. Well, I paid $54 and something -
more, may be,

- Q. Do all the Republican office-holders from your ward belong te
that club; do you know ?—A. No, sir.

Q. They do not?—A. No, sir.

Q. Of the Republican office-holders in the post-office, do they all be
long —A. No, sir; I only know of three or four that belong to it.

Q. ‘Who are those three or four?—A. I do not know whether Mr.
Sindall belongs to it or not; but I know I belong to it, and have be-
longed about 4 months; was asked to join it and help them out.

Q. Who was secretary of that club?—A. Mr. Stewart.

Q. Who paid the most of the expenses of the pnmary 2—A. I coul"d
not say. -

Q. The expenses were simply for room rent, printing, and ticket-
holders ?—A. I do not know how it was spent; I could not tell you
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' thaﬁ—-don’t know your informant was a‘very. bad informant ; McGaf-\:
ferty had a lot of frauds there, and the only way to get us awa.y from
the window ‘was to-intimidate us in that way.

Q. In what way ¥—A. Pointing us out as post-office men ; ‘he wanted
to get us away from the window.
Q. Do you mean a man who said he was from New York; you mean

the man. that pointed you and Sindall out?—A. That very same man -

was going around this town with a gang of Democratic repeaters.
Q. All that man told me was that you and Sindall were both post-
office employés and were doing good work for the J. ohnson ticket.

x o TES’I‘IHONY OF DANIEL W ‘PHELPS.

DANIEL W. PHELPS testified as followa :

- Q. Your position %—A. Clerk in the registry.
"~ Q. How long have you been in it #—A. Since last J une.
Q. You live in the Sixth ward 2—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do youn remember the meeting at Mr, Smi&h’s house a week or s0°
"before the primary in the Sixth ward 2—A. Yes, sir.
‘Q. You were present—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Most of the people there were office-holders 2—A. Some of them
Were, but there were others that I did not know.
Q. All those you did know that were there were office-holders ?—A.
‘ There were some that I knew ; but I could not say positively whether
they were all office-holders. ,
. But you do know some were office-holders 2—A. Yes, sir. .
Q ‘Who told you to go around there?—A. I did not get any notlce .
from anyone particularly ; I knew it was to be held.
Q. How did you know it?—A. Hearing it from others. '
" Q. Itwas a ‘meeting held to raise funds to pay the legitimate expenses
"of the primaries %—A. I did not know what the motive of the meeting
was until I got there; but the meeting was for the purpose of realizing
money to defray the general expenses of an election ; the money had
to be forthcoming from some place.

Q. As a matter of fact, the outsiders and nonoffice-holders pay very
little money for pmma.rx elections —A., Yes, sir. The office-holders
ought to pay it.

AQI ;[ou think that the office-holders are the ones that ought to pay 7 —
0.

Q. What is your salary %—A. Nine hundred dollars.

Q. You paid $5, did you not 2—A. I agreed to give §5.

Q. The commlttee appointed to receive the money were Messrs. Bid-
dleman, Fensley, and Smith, were they not?—A. I epuld not say.

Q. Who did you give your $5 to%— A. Mr. Charles Smith—not the
Smith in the post-office; not Mr. Charles Smith, the letter carrier.

tQ t;‘7&7]zmt Mr. (;barles Smith?—A. He is in the jug business on Gay
stree

~ Q. You did not pay that night at all 2—A. No, sir. '

Qd You paid 2 or 3 days afterwards?—A. I paid some days after-
wards.

Q. How did you happen to give it to Mr. Charles Smith? I thought -
Mr. Fields was the man.—A. Ido not know anything about Mr. Fields.
Y Q. It was the most convenient way of getting it to the others3—A.

es, sir.

!
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' - Q. It was the most convement way of getting it to Mr. Biddleman
and Mr. Smith %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The money was to be spent for room rent, ticket-holderg, cmd
" printing ¥—A. Yes, sir.
Q. You did not have to have furniture vans to bring the voi;ers to
the polls 2—A.. No, sir.
Q. Were you at the primaries yourself ?—A. I was there and voted
Q. Were you there at the time it broke up?—A. I came afterwards ;
there was no election in the Sixth ward, although T voted, and did not
know, in fact, who the Judges Were, to show you bow much I was
mterested
- Q. Was there much fighting at the primaries 7—A. I did not see but
one fight, and I think that occurred over some beer; it was over no ill
feeling for either side, it was simply over some beer that two fellows
got into a fight.
Q. Was either of them Government employés ?—A. No, sir.
Q. How many arrests were made in your ward —A. I do not know
-of any only from hearsay. \
- __Q. Well, you gave no money at all at the time of this meetmg?——-A
No, sir; I did not.
Q. You agreed to give $5, did you not *—A. I agreed; yes, sir.
Q. To whom did you say you would give $5 L—A To all in the room ;
1°did not apply myself to anyone in particulam
- Q. Did you see any money paid that night?—A. No, sir; I did not
see it.
Q. You knew that there was money paid that nwht 9—A. Yes, 8ir;
but I did not see it peud :

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SOLOMON.

" JosEPH SoLOMON testified as follows:

Q. Position 2—A. Custodian and watchman,

Q. How long have you been here?—A. A year; since last April-
under Mr. Johnson.

Q. What ward do you live in 2—A. Seventh.

Q. Did Pou not vote in the Fifth 7—A. I voted in the Seventh ward ;
I have been living there for 25 years.

Q. Didn’t you vote in the Fifth ward 7—A. No, sir, T did not

Q. Were you there much of the time in the Seventh ward 7—A. Twas
there all day excepting five minutes.

Q. You are quite sure you were there all day ?-—A. All day except
about five minutes..

. Q. You were there all the time the polls were open "I—A Yes sir; I
Was out for a few minutes.

Q. What were you doing those few minutes %—A. I was down in the
Fifth ward.

Q. But you are quite conﬁdent that most of the time you spent in
the Seventh ward around the polls, only for a few minutes were away
.. from it?%—A. Yes, sir.

; Q. And you dld not vote or offer to vote in thie Fifth ward 1—A. No,
sir.

Q. You were working in the beventh ward for the so-called Johnson
“ticket ?—A. 1 was, sir.

Q. What is the Republican club called in your ward {—A. Johnson
and An‘ey Club of the Seventh ward.

¥
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g You belong to that ?a-A I do, gir, b
" Q. Fhatis its name, the Johnson and Airey clab $—A. Yes su'.
- Q. Did you pay any money, and if so, how much, towards the prl-
- mary 3—A. I paid $5 to a man by the name of Allen, who was a con-
' tractor up on Gay street.
" - Q. You paid §5; what is yoursalary —A. Seven hundred and twenty
‘dollars.a year. I gave donations to the club right along for papers,
ete., and to keep up the club.
Q. Do most of the office-holders who are Republicans in the post- -office
from your ward belong to that J ohnson-Alrey club 2—A. No, sir; they
are divided.

Q. What club do the others belong to %—A. The Seventh Ward As- :

sociation.

Q. Is that the Henderson Association 7—A. Yes, sir; I presume so.

Q. The Henderson-Stone Association —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there any post office employés who belong to that Henderson-
Stone club ?#—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What ones ?—-A. I can’t name them there are several of them
that belong.
=" Q. Did they vote against you at the last pmmarv ?—A. That I could
not say; I noticed there was one gentleman who they refused to let -
vote, a,nd he had been living in the ward for four years to my knowledge.

- Q. Who else were there from the post office around the poll besides
yourself—A. Mr. Summers; I noticed a gentleman there by the name
of Biggs, in the internal revenue.

Q. How long was Mr. Biggs there?—A. He was there all day.

Q. Mr. Blggs was there on the Henderson side —A. Yes, sir.

YQ Mr. Shaney was there as a Henderson man too, was he not #—A.
es, sir.

Q. Who were there as Johuson men bes1des yourself 2—A. I noticed
Mr. Summers and Mr. Bell, John Bell.

Q. Was not Mr. Buckter there 9—A.. Yes, I think I saw him there.

- Q. You did not notice his conduct that afternoon 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there any cheating in the Seventh ward ?—A. I noticed a’
gentleman from the Twelfth ward that came down and voted; I think
he was registered in the Twelfth, and I questioned his vote.

Q. The jundges I understand turned down the votes favorable to your

side when there were any doubtful points?—A. Yes, sir; they had two
judges to our one, of course. In some of the wards the tickets were
twisted and they put two tickets into one.
NQ Are you able to say whether Mr. Bell was or was not tlpsy A,

0, Sir.

Q. You saw him around there all the time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you able to say whether Buckter, was or was not tipsy —A.
Mr. Buckter was as sober as you are.

Q. Are you w1llmg to say that Mr. Summers was not. tipsy I—A. I.
am sir,

(é Then you are able to say that Summers and Buckter were not

- tipsy but you could not say whether Bell was or not 4—A. Yes, sir.
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_ TESTIMONY OF ERWIN FOUTZ

ErwiN FouTz testified as follows

- Q. What is your posmon f—A, Train service, between Ba.ltlmore
and Philadelphia. .
- Q. How long bhave you been in the post-office ?—A. Sinee last May N
Q. What ward do you live in %—A. Eighth ward. \
Q. Do you know Mr. Tweddel 2—A. Yes, sir; I know him. .

Q. Mr. Sultzer 2—A. Iam not personally acquamted with Mr. Sultzer.

Q. Mr. Holtz 7—A. Lebter carner"! Ibave been introduced to hlm,
yes, sir..

d Were you present at a meeting of the employés of the post-office
“from that ward in the cellar of this building 4 week or so before the
primaries, about dinner hour ?—A. I never knew they had a meeting
- in the office before. I was here one afternoon, when I came down to
get some slips I use on the train,and I went down in the eellar; while
I was down there I met several men I knew sitting in the lunch room
- and one of them got to asking about the train service; and while I was
- there two or three more gentlemen came in, but politics was not a sub-
jeet of conversation at all.

Q. You are quite sure you did not talk of the primaries at all I—A.
Quite sure of it,

- Q. What did you pay, if anything, just before the prlmanes, toward
the legitimate expenses of the primaries—how much is your salary $—
A, Eight hundred dollars.

Q. Did you pay $5%—A. No, sir. I attended a banquet of our club
of the Eighth ward and I paid our secretary some money towards the
expenses of the banquet and also for some dues, I had not paid my

dues for 6 months. '

Q. How much did you pay him ?—A. I gave him $9.

Q. How long before the primaries%—A. Probably 10 days, I sup- -
pose. I have never attended the club since last October except that
time; I leave Baltimore at a quarter of seven every evening. - :

Q. Who did you pay that money to ¥—A. The secretary, Shuart.

Q. Were you present at the primaries 2—A. I was not. I Hve about
four squares from the voting place, and I heard in the afternoon that
there was a row, and I walked down with a friend of mine, and was.
there about 15 minutes, and went back home and got ready and went to
‘Philadelphia. ,

Q. You did not try to vote ?—A. No, sir; took no part whatever in
the primaries.

Q. You did not understand that that money was for the expenses of
the primaries #—A. I did not, sir. I had not paid my dues for 6 months,
and that was for running expenses; I happened to ve there, and I had
the money, and I thought I would pay. .

Q. You did not give any money to Mr. Tweddel 7—A. No, sw Inever

¥

had much to say to Mr. Tweddel, because I haver’t been acquamted' '

with him very long.

Q. Was this banquet confined to the members of the club, or were
outsiders admitted 9—A. So far as I know they were.

Q." About how many people were there at this banquet ?—A. Well,
I shoyld judge there were one hundred, perhaps.

Q. Were there many office-holders present 9—A. I noticed several
there,
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Q Do you know h_ow muerh everybody was expected topaya pla,te?
A I-do not; nobody ever asked me for a cent at all.

", Q. Not even for this banquet—A. Oh, yes; they said they would
hke a few dollars or so for this banquet, and I expected to pay somethin g
for it.

Q. How much dld you pay-—how much a plate was the banquet ?--
A There was no set figure at all; 1 expected to give '$3 towards the -
‘banquet and $6 for dues; I paid up six months’ dues; I never under-

tood anyone to say that they had been assessed at all.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM H. PERINE.

WgLLIAM H PERINE testified as fo]lows :

Q. What'is your name ?%—A. Perine.

Q. BEdward ?—A. No, sir; William H.

Q. What ward do you live in ?—A. I live in the Eighth; I am janitor
here, -
Q. That is the same ward Mr. Tweddel is in 7—A. Yes, sir.
" Q. Do you know Mr. Tweddel, a clerk here 2—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Were you present at a meeung downstairs in the cellar of this
- building, at which Mr. Tweddel, Mr. Holtz, and one or two others of
the Eighth ward employés were present, a week or two befoxe the prl-
maries I—A, There was no meeting as I know of.

Q. Did you pay anything for the primaries 3—A. No, sir.

Q. Not a cent %—A. No, sir, not a cent; I could noty if they had
asked me, for I have a large family to take care of.

Q. Is there a letter carrier by the name of Perine 2—A. Yes, sir.

. Q. Ishe around here anywhere 7—A. I guess heis down on the letter-
camers’ foor. ’

TESTIMONY OF JOHN B. MAHON.

JOHN B MAHON testified as follows :

Q. Are you a letter carrier 3—A. No, sir; I am a clerk.

- Q. How long have you been in the office ?—-A About 4 years. :

Q. You live in the -Eighth ward %—A. No, sir; I lwe in the Third
ward. -

Q. You are a Democrat, are you not 1—A. Yes, sur.

Q. You took no part in the primaries at all “I—A No, sir.

Q. Were you bothered for assessments last fall 2—A. No, sir.

Q. How much did you have to pay in 1888, the Pres1dentlal year 13—
A. I did not have to pay anything.

Q. How much did you pay ?—A. I belong to the Greystone Club of
the third ward—Democratic club—and whenever there is any campaign
 takes place I always contribute whatever I feel disposed ; whatever
Aunds we wanted to contribute we gave it to this campaign commlttee.

Q. Everyone in this office d1d feel dlsposed“l—A No doubt; it was_
perfectly natural,

Q. What did you feel dlsposed to gwe?—-A I ascertained that some
gave $10, $15, $20, some gave $25; I gave $18 75, I think it was; that
was 24 per cent. ofz my. salary.

Q. Was-that the average?—A. I only know what I paid myself, I

"lénow some that gave only $10 that got a good dedl more sa,lary than I
l » B
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Q. As far ag you know, everybddy- in the office felt disp(ised to give
something?—A. I de not know, probably they did; I could not say '
positively about that. . : C~ : :

d‘ ((iz Did you feel very much disposed to give last fall%—A. No, sir; T
id not. : :
Q. Enough to make you do so?—A. No; I did not contribute last

"Q. Either way?—A. No, sir. o
Q. You haven’t given anything for. any Republican campaign ex: .
penses?—A. No, sir. » ; '

TESTIMONY OF W. W. JOHNSON.

‘W. W, JOHNSON testified ag follows: ,

Q. (Mr. RoosEVELT.) Mr. Johnson, from the testimony taken in this
investigation, which you will of course have an opportunity of exam-
ining, there.seems to be a legitimate_ground for belief that you ought
to have taken a more active part in stopping the activity of many of
your subordinates here in the matter of collecting assessments and in
the matter of using the force of your office to influence the late primary
" election7—A. 1did not know that was going on; I did not know a word
" about it; 1 did not know that a man was assessed. 3

Q. You did not know that a man was assessed?—A. No; I did not.

- Q. Did you take an active part yourself in trying to see that the men
were not assessed —A. I took no active part only in this way: I callei
my superintendents before me and told them to keep their hands off,
that I did not want them to bring this office into disrepute. I told them
that in the presence of my assistant postmaster, - If those men were -
assessed they were assessed on the outside. There are men that have ~
- told me right in my own office, ‘‘If you don’t like what I do I will go

out.,” People have put men in here over whom I have no control about
elections; they are independent of me.

Q. You mean that a great many of the men here, although nominally
appointed by you, are really put in by somebody else outside; that is, -
by the different ward leaders of the party %—A. They are recommended

by outsiders, and they work for the men who put them in here and are
under their control. .
. Q. 1s that so generally in the nonclassified service?—A. Yes, sir..

Q. In the unclassified service the bulk of the men are put in in that

way ?—A. Yes, sir. ’ ' v

. Q. They feel responsible to the men who put them in, to the politicians
and ward leaders generally, and not responsible to you 7—A. Yes, sir;.
that is it. ™ K .

Q. Well, now, would that obtain at all in the classified service$—
A. How could it obtain in the classified service? They come before
me on the list. L

Q. Do you not know that the great majority of those men appointed in
the classified service were Republicans in the different clubs?—A. No,
sir; I do not. There was a man by the name of Malone, wholied bit-
terly against me, and I asked that man if he knew Dr. Hartman, and
if he knew one or two other men bver there, and he went up and told
Mr. Rose that I was trying to find out about the factions; and that
man came into my effice and staid here. .

Q. Tam trying to get at why it should be that the people in the
classified service seem so largely to have paid contributions.~A, I
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can't undenstand 11; It seems that there was a class of men on the»hst
that must have been workers for these people; they were on the list
under Mr. Brown; they were not put there by me. The bulk of my"
men were appomted from men that were examined under Brown.
Q.. So it seems that the bulk eof the people examined under Brown,

were backed by people on the outside, by local Republican leaders ?—A ‘

: Yes, sir.

Q. Then there is no doubt those were all on the list before you ca.me -

inf—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And those that thus came on the list the bulk of them were, as
you believe, ward workers—A. Yes, sir; I believe they were.

Q. And you of course made the bulk of your appointments from this
list, as you had no option in the matter -—A. Yes, sir; they were there.
and I could not turn them down, and did not do it.

Q. The bulk of these people speak of the faction; they call i some-
times the administration faction, sometimes the J ohnson faction, some-.
times the Johnson- Airey club, and that is apparently what it is called

. in the newspapers; and the other side is sometimes called the anti- -

. administration, whlch they stoutly deny; sometimes-called the Hender-
" son, and sometimes-called the Henderson-Stone faction. Henderson
was your rival for the postmastership ?—A. Yes, sir. '

Q. And Stone was the rival of Airey for the marshalship ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. I noticed that in all the accounts in the papers it is spoken of as
the Johnson and Henderson factions. The supporters of your own side
indulged in some such expression as “the friends of the postmaster
will stay here until breakfast,” or something of that kind.—A. I did
not talk to' them; there are men in this ofﬁce that I would not think of
talking toe about electnons.

Q. The amount of it is that in the nonclassified appointments. you
have to parcel them out to the different wards, and the different ward

-leaders nominate the men for the positions?—A. Yes, sir. There are
about 1,800 applicants and about 60 places,

Q. About 60 places in the nonclassified service 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Mr. Stockbridge get any of those places?—A. Mr. Stock-
bridge has one or two in the custodian’s force. By the way, the chief
-engineer of the building was one of Henderson’s warmest supporters.

Q. Mr. Airey got into a fight at the primaries, did he not?—A. He
did. I did not know anything that transpired only what was in the
newspapers; I went away on Wednesday before.

Q. You left to go over to Atlantic City so that you would not be here

during the primaries?—A. It was anengagement that I had every year
to fix up my cottage to spend the season there. I went without any

thought of the primaries; I went on the Wednesday before the prxma- '

ries were fixed, before any judges were appointed.
Q. You knew there would be a fight 2—A. I knew there would be,

yes, sir; thisis nothing new; it is a general oceurrence; it occurs every
year in primary elections.

- Q. Whichever side is in power and has the oiﬁces is sure to have the ‘

dlsappomted erowd fight them 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In other words, your idea was that this was a fight made by the
soreheads against those who had the offices 2—A. Yes, sir; that is it
exactly.

Q. You knew that there would be this ﬁght between the two fac-
" tions7—A. That is the reason I called my superintendents before me
and told them to keep this office out of disrepute. I told them I did

¥
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not Want the oﬁice brought mto dlsrepute, that they must keep their
- hands off and not let the men be placed in position that would bring -
the office into disrepute, because we had had ‘enough of itand I Wa.sf
tired of it. '
Q. You did not specify what kind of things to aveid 2—A. I d1d not,
because I did not know that any man was being assessed; if T had T

would have stopped it, because I don’t believe in assessmg men, I know :
how it is myself ,

_ AT THE OFFICE OF COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE.

STATEMENT OF F. SNOWDEN HILL, COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL
REVENUE

F. SNoWDEN HILL testified as follows:

In the matter of the Baltimore primaries I did not participate.

Q. You let your men follow their own election —A. My men were - -
free to do exactly as they pleased ; some did not. participate, and some,
fought on each side. E. C, Dubois took no part; George B. Jane was
in ward where no contest took place; Wllha,m ‘E. Wallace took no
part ; Edward Stewart took an active part for Daniel L. Brenton, who is

-a warm friend of Stewart; Brenton was on the Henderson snde Ed-
ward Dyer went to the polls and voted for the Henderson tickef and
went away ; A, N. Holmes took no part, did not vote ; D. W, Myer was

- in ward where there was no contest ; Ed Davis, no contest in his ward;

- Thomas H. Chester, Eighth ward, fook a part for Brenton, who was
supporting Henderson ; John E. Curly, Fitteenth ward, aotwe for the
Johnson faction; M. T. Deveer took part on the Henderson side;
George T. Hall, Eleventh ward, took no interest; John Webber, Nine-
teenth ward, took an interest m the Henderson sxde. Gangers: C. K. -
Brewer, Tenth ward, J. T. Dicks, Henderson side; J. S. Brenton,
Thirteenth ward, Henderson side ; Bowman, Seventeenth ward, took
no part; J. T, Cooper, Seventeenth ward, H. A, Cole, took no part;
George E Parker, Seventh ward, Johnson side ; J. Sinclair, took no
part; O. W. Stockett took no part William J. Anplegate, 00 contest .
in hls ward. .
~ Q. Your people paid no money for these pnmarles ol—A. T am sure
not a cent. :

TESTIMONY OF JOHN S8, BRENTON

JOHN S. BRENTON testified as follows :

Q. What is your position 2—A. Gauger, in the Internal Revenue.

Q. How long have you been appointed 9—A. Sinceé August 1, 1889,

Q. What is your ward ¥—A.. Thirteenth. _

Q. Did yeu pay any money prior to the last primary electlon 3—A.
No, sir; spent no money.

Q. What chances were there for paying money at the primaries 3—
A. Well, to hire wagons, for instance, to bring the voters out; to hire
ticket- holders, to pay for cigars, and so on, and incidental expenses
the same as at any. primary election.

Q. The ticket-holders are $2 apiece ?—A. It depends a,ltogether on

, the amount of influence a man has and the number of voters he ¢an -
. bring up. :




Q Do you usually choose your ticket- holders from your own fa,ctxon
“or from the opposite faction %—-A. From our own faction, of ¢ourse,

Q. -You took part in the primaries in the last election "’—A No more
80 than usual,

Q. You were actlve, then 7—A. Moderately 80, -

‘Q.. Were you continually at the polls 7--A. Yes, sir. :

~-Q. In the inteérest of the so-called Henderson faction 2—A. Well I

" am not a Henderson man, but an anti-Johnson man., ‘

Q. You were against the Johnson-Airey crowd %—A. I certainty was.

Q. Was it a quiet election in the Thirteenth ward 2—A. Well, yes.

Q. Many men arrested ?—A. No, only two or three.

Q. Much fighting that yousaw ?—A. Two fights; two colored fellows
got together but they were let off with a dollar and costs; and then .
there was another party who got arrested.

- Q. ‘A white man ?—A. He was a white man.

“ Q. Was there much cheating at the election ?—A I do not know. - ..

. Q. Was there much accusation ?—A. No, no more than usual; we:

~beat. the other fellows so bad that there was no use of 'squealing.

Q. There was a contest finally 2—A. No; the vote stood 415 to 158
8o that there was not much to be a contest over.

Q. Where did you rent the wagons from?—A. Down on King street.
The ordinary Democratic majority of that precinet is about 75.

Q. How many wagons did you have running ?—A. We only had four
‘on our side.

Q. How many wagons on the other side?—A. I believe they had
two; one of them stood there the greater part of the time; they didn’t
‘have any hustlers on their side of the house.

Q. What proportion was the vote?—A. I believe we polled three
Republican votes to their ope.

. Q. Did you not get your Republican votes from any part of town that
- came handy %—A. I do not know.

Q. How many ticket-holders did you have?—A. I believe we had 8 or
10. We paid $2 to some few who were in command of a furniture wagon;
to some who had an extra amount of inflaence we paid more than that.

TESTIMONY OF EDWARD STEWART.

EDWARD STEWART testified as follows:

Q. What is your position 2—A. Clerk.

Q. How long have you been in that posmon 7—A. Two years the 16th
of August.

Q. What is your ward ¥—A. Eighth.

Q. You took an active part in the last primaries, did you not?—A.
Not very active; no, sir. :

Q. You were at the primaries %—A. Yes, sir; I was there a few,’
minutes.

Q. For the Henderson faction, or rather you were against the J ohn-
son crowd ?—A. Well, I do not call it a faction ; I was there in the in- -
terest of Mr. Brentou.

- Q. Mr. Brenton was running against the Johnson- -Alirey crowd I—A,
es, Sir.

Q. And you were there for him %—A., Yes, sir, o

Q. Was that the ward where there was a disagreement among the'

. Judges and the Johnson judge was thrown out of the window ?*—A... No,
sir; this is the ward where the box was smashed. Our clerks say they
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bursted the box open and run thelr haqu into it; they didn’t want any '
eléction ; I don’t think there were more than 2 vot,es cast. ‘

Q. As soon as the 2 votes were cast the box was bursted open "l—- ,
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Any arrests 7—A. They arrested the minority Judge.

Q. The majority judges, were they arrested 2—A. Yes, sir; they were'
arrested on the ground that they had stuffed the ballot box. .

Q. Were you in charge of the ballot box yourself?—A. No, sir.

Q. Who furnished the ballot box 3—A. The judges had the ballot
box. :
Q. Do you know where it came from %—A. I bought it early in the
morning and turned it over to the judges.

Q. There is a rumor that you fixed the tickets up around the edge of
- the top of the box so that when the box was closed they would drop
into. the box.—A. I do not know anything about that; they spoke of

- the ballot box, and I told them I would get one, and I went to the store

and bought one; I just got an empty box.

Q. You did not get the box without any top?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What contribution did you make to the expenses of your side -—
" A. None at all.

Q. Did you spend any money?—A. No, sir, only what I ordmarlly
spend probably I mlght have spent 50 or 60 cents. '

AT THE CUSTOM-HOUSE.
TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM D. McALLISTER.

WiLLIAM D. MCALLISTER testified as follows :

Q. What is your position 2—A. Night inspector.
Q. How long have you been in that position 2—A. Since the first

day of September last.

Q. It has been stated by some persons that you have taken an active .
part in the Henderson faction at the Fifth ward polls.—A. I took no
active part but this: I did not know that the ticket was made up in

‘behalf of Mr. Henderson or Mr. Johnson. The collector did not issue

any instructions to the subordinates under him what to do; I received
no word from him at all, and on the day of the primary elecmon I went to
the polls when the pOllb were opened, at 4 o’clock, and I suppose I was
about thé tenth one that cast a ballon I 1mmed1atelv left there, went
home and ate my supper, came down here and reported for duty. .

Q. The polls did not open until 4 o’clock?—A., Not until 4 o’clock.

Q. You took no active part except to vote ?¥—A. Did not do a thing
but to vote.

Q. You voted the Henderson ticket?—A. I voted the Henderson '

“ticket.

Q. You say the collector issued no instructions to you; d1d you get
any instructions or advice from the United States marshal ?-—A Mr.
Airey sent for me and I went up to see him.

Q. You went up to see Mr. Airey himself —A. Yes, sir; in his private
office. He said: Mr. Mae, you hold a position under the Government.
I said yes, of course. He says, of course you are aware this primary
fight is coming off, and I said yes; as far as I am concerned I have had

" nothing to do w1th politics for some time. ~ Mr. Airey seen, I suppose,

N
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N from my conversa’uon that I was not\on hxs side of the house,
- knows, of course, very well that I am a Republican, and have been for
" .97 years; and he says, this is a fight against the administration, and "
~-told hiin z.[ did not sée how it. was that a good many men connected wi
‘the Government in different positions were on both sides. 1 said there
are men right in the post-office  that are opposed to Mr. Johnson, and

I said as far as I was concerned I had not made up my mind. I told :
" him I was not a friend of Mr. Johnson. He said, well, of course use

your own judgment; he saw he could not move me.

Q. Do you know it Mr. Airey sent for many others?—A. Really T

“could not say ; there was nobody in his officé except one of his depu-
- ties, and he was in the large office and Mr. Airey was in his own private
office. '

Q. You do not know, then, of any other custom-house man who has =
been seunt for 2—A. Icould not Sy SO ; i I am on the night force and do " -

not come around the custom-house unless I come to go on daty.

Q. Well, did many of the employés in this office take active partin =
" the primaries, do you know ?——A. That is more than I could tell you; -

I did not ask.
Q. You were appointed through eivil servwe examination 3—A. I

was; yes, sir. s

Q. Most of the old force is left here still?—A. I believe there are
about twelve of the Democrats here yet.
Q. And how many Republicans?—A., Twentv-four on the force
- altogether, including the captain; there may be about thirteen Repub-.
licans and eleven Democrats.

Q. Did you make any contributions to the expenses of either side 1—

A. Idid not, sir; nota cent. If I had made a contribution I would have

made it to Henderson and Stone, but I did not gwe 1 cent to either
side, g

COLLECTOR’S OFFICE, CusTOM- HOUSE,
' Apml 18, 1891

H
TESTIMONY OF JOHN M. CARTER.

" JomN M. CARTER testified as follows:
- Q. What is your position ?—A. I am a laborer.
Q. When were you appointed 7—A. I think about a year ago the lst
of Ma,
Q. promted by Mr. Marine ?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. What ward do you live in %—A. Eleventh.
Q. Did you take much part in the primaries —A. I have all my hfe,
but I did not in the last one.
" Q. Why was that 2—A. You people wor’t allow it; I would like to have
done so.
Q. It was a case of restraint 7—A. Yes,sir. Ialways have been used’

to it. I have been a Republican tor 30 odd years, and I like to take ~

art.
P Q. You did vot take any part in the primaries at all 2—A. I wentu

and voted, and I stood on the opposite corner of the street with a ha £

‘dozen men awhile,

Q. You were a supporter of the Henderson ticket?—A. Well, yes, :
* sir; that is what they called it. .

~
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Q You were against the so-called J. ohnson Alrey tlcket "?——A I ha,ve
nothlng in the world against Mr. Johnson. ‘

. Q. But you voted against that ticket 2—A. Yes, sir. ,
: Q. Did you contribute 2—A. I can not afford to give anythmg out of

: the wages I get; ne, sir; I did not give a cent.

. Q. Were you asked to contribute %—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any meeting of the office-holders in your ward 2—
A, No, sir; I do not recolleet of any meeting in the ward; not one.-. .

Q. Wha,t office-holders were working around your prlmarles did you’
‘see any of them —A. T do not care to give anybody away. Ot course
I could if I chose, but I am not going to be as mean as they were.

Q. Was not one of the doorkeepers of the House of Representatives
pretty active on your side ?-—A, Yes, sir; he was. Heis a brother-in-law
of mine, I dorn’t think you ean get at him; if I thought you could I
would not say anything. He did not take much of an active part. “He
was standing on the corner with me, but his heart and soul was with that
side; I cai’t say that Chambefs did take an active part.

Q. Was not Mr. Hiram Waddy there and took an active part?

(Witness refused to answer.)

Q. How long were you there, Mr. Carter 2—A. I was there from, I
think, a few minutes after 4 o’clock until the polls closed ; I went over
and got the amount of votes.

- Q. Was there much fraud at your primary ?—A. I don’t think there
was, |

Q. You don’t think there was 2—A.. No, sir.

Q. In that case it occupies a rather unique position in the primaries.
‘Was there any fraud on the part of the Johnson party ‘?-—A I do not

- know,gir.

Q. Who is Mr. Hiram Waddy ?—A. He is a colored man.
Q. What is his position 2—A. I do not know, sir.

Q. Is he not in the Goovernment service @—-A Yes, sir.

Q. In what branch?—A. That I could not tell you, for I do not know.

Mr, Rosge. He is an inspector under the Treasury Department

Q. It was a common rumor that Mr. Hiram Waddy, an employé of-
- the Treasury, was trymg to bribe one of the judges of the elections ?—
A. T heard so.

Q. For the Johnson wing ?—A. I think he was working for them.

Q. Did Hall, of the internal revenue, take any active part on your
side?—A, I do not know him at all; and I have said too much about
" Chambers.- I said he took an actlve part; I spoke before I thought, for

I do not wish to tell a storyon him. He d1d not take an active part.

Q. Who were the chief people who were working for the Johnson-
Airey ticket in your ward ; did you recognize any Government ofﬁclals
there ¢ —A. I did, I thmk

Q. Was Mr. Weaver very active 7—A. I saw him there.

Q. Who else from the post-office did you see there that you knew ¢—
A. Well, I saw any amount of them.

Q. Was young Joe Gurley there?—A. No, sir; I did not see him at
all.

Q. You say any amount of them %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You saw a great many of the post-office employés there ?—A, I
‘thought they had a right to be there and to vote the same as anybody
else.

Q. Did they work %—A. No, sir; I did not see them working. .

. Q. Who did you see voting there ?—A. I can not say positively; I
. saw any amount of them voting; I suppose they were there for that
. purpose. -




Q Who were they that you saw there whom you thmk were there
" presumably for that purpose A, 1 do not know, sir; I mlght nam
- twenty or twenty-five if I could think of them. :
" Q. Post-officé employés %-—A. Well, a great many of them.
. Q. Mr. Chambers, was there and you were there #—A. I was, sir, :
Q. What letter-carriers were there "l—A Well, there was a man by
" the name of McConnell. :
Q. A letter-carrier who used to be in the Twelfth ward %—A. Yes, Sir. "

" Q. Was Barnes there from the post-office 7—A. I would hardly know
hlm if I should see him, but they say he was there. . ~
.Q. Were there any arrests made at your primary?—A. I don’t be-

lieve there were any arrésts made; everything was very quiet.

- Q. There were a-good many puddmg tickets found 1in the box 7—A.
~ They say there was not more than half a dozen.

Q. Did your crowd carry the ward ¥—A.. Yes, sir. L

Q. How big a majority ?—A. Two hundred "and twenty-one. Our.

. erowd has been earrying that ward for 20 yedrb that is, the side of the
house that I profess to belong to.

Q. Well, Mr. Chambers was not particularly active about the polls ¢~
-1 suppose you know, as I know, that he is really the brains and leader
of one of the sides in the Eleventh ward.—A. No, sir; I can not say.
that ; I will not give Mr. Chambers that much credit.

Q. Is not Mr. Chambers usually set down as the leader 2—A. Yes, sir;
heis supposed to be.

- Q. He is the particular leader 9—A. He is supposed to be the leader s
yes, sir.

Q. Of the Henderson factxon in that ward 9-—A. Yes, sir; he is. :

Q. The faction that has been victorious against the J ohnson Alrey -
ticket the last time “I?—A Yes, sir.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN H. HORNER.

.

- JoHN H.HORNER testified as follows: .

Q. What is your position 7—A. I am fireman. .

Q. In the custom-house here 2——A. Yes, sir.

Q. About hew long ago were you appomted 9—A. T was appomted
here in the fall.

. Q. What ward do you live in 7—A. Fourth.
T Q. You were present at the primaries in that ward 7—A. Atter Twas
done work here; yes, sir.

Q. About how long did you stay there ?—A. I got there about 15 min-
utes after they opened.

Q. And stayed there until about 8?7—A. I stayed there until they
closed. =

Q. You were working for the so-called Henderson ticket, were you
not 9—A.. I was supposed to be on that side.

. Q. The Henderson-Stone ticket 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Against the so-called Johnson-Airey crowd ?—A. Yes, sir; that is
" right.

Q. Did you pay any money towards the expenses of the primary ?—-—A
No, sir; I did not pay any.

Q. Were you asked to pay any by anybody ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there a meeting of the Henderson people in your ward ?—A
Not that I know of, .
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Q How did they pay the expenses for ticket- holders, etec.? How dld
; they get the money ¥—A. That I do not know; I know that they had, :
- Some ‘money.
Q. How many ticket-holders did your side have in the ward ?—A I
guess they had seven or eight.
- Q. Was that all ‘there was any need of in the ward I—A. Well, that
was a8 many as they needed. They had some runners—they were
mostly runners.
Q. The ticket-holders were mostly runners ?-—-A Yes, sir.
Q. Men to get out the voters 2—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you have any wagons ?—A. We had two.
Q. How many ticket-holders did the Johnson crowd have 9—A. Quite
a number.
Q. You are sure nobody asked you for any money %—A. No, sir; no-
body asked me for any.-
Q. Did they speak to you as to what part you should take in the
election —A. No, sir.
Q. No Government official spoke to you about it ?—A. No, sir.
Q. Who else from the custom-hoyse were there at the polls at that

. -primary 9—A. Well, there wasn’t anyone.

Q. Who was there from the post-office?—A. William Coath and
(Jha,rles Webber.

Q. A letter-carrier 2—A. No.

Mr. RosE. Mr, Coath is assistant to the chief of city division.

. Q. Were they running the Johnson side2—A. Of course they were.

Q. They were the chiefs 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of the Johnson-Airey crowd 7—A. Well, they did not make their
appearance there until about 6 o’clock. They came there about 6 and
then the repeaters began to come.

Q. Well, you mean to say that Coath and Webber, in your belief,
brought up the repeaters %—A, They were around the corner; I saw
them there, but I did not go around the corner; they were fixing the
pudding tickets for them.

Q. They were fixing the pudding tickets 7—A. Yes, sir; they sent
men-up there {q try to vote seven or eight times,

Q. Did you have a majority of the judges ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The Johnson people then were trying to vote these repeaters or .
pudding tickets —A. Yes, sir. \

Q. A pudding ticket is a ticket folded or twisted with several tickets
inside —A. Yes, sir; with a fan fold.

Q. Did you win in your ward #—A. Yes, sir. '
Q. Was there much disorder at the polls?—A. Yes, sit*; a great
deal.

Q. Did you notice any Government employés from the post‘o%ce
taking part in that disorder!—A. Well, I was right at the window
pretty much all the time; at the side of the window, challenging their
votes and keeping them out; I stood right at the window.

- Q. Did you see very much disorder on their side %—A. Well, all the
disorder came from that suie, because they had the money and ha.d the
beer.

Q. They were treating men a great deal to beer 2—A, Well, they had
open house the next door to the polls.

Q. What street were you on, High street?—A. No, Fayette, near
Central avenue,

Q. Who was doing the treating there 2—A. I donot know,




Q Besules Mr. Ooath and Mr. Webber. who were the Johnson leaders :
in that ward ;. were they mamly post- ofﬁce people t—A. Of course they
were post: ofﬁce people.

Q. Were there any of them in the marshal’s office from that ward?
A. No, sir.

Q. T’hey were post-office people —A. They were post office peopl& ;

‘Q. I suppose it was the office-holders who were taking the leadmg

~ part in the fight %—A. Of course they were.

Q. That is the ease usually here, is it not 2—A. Yes, sir.’

Q. You say it was, of course, office-holders who took the leadmg part
in the primaries ; well, now, isit always here at the primaries.a fact that
the office- holders and the gentlemen who expect to be office- holders .
take a leading part in the primaries %—A, Well, the small fry of. the

- post-office always have,

Q. So, as a matter of fact, it is a pretty well recognized state of affairs
that it is the office-holders’ busmess to manage the primaries 9—A. Of
course; why not?

Q. The leaders of the other faction in that ward were the post-office
people, and the leaders of your faction were what?—A. Well, they were "
considered to be Stone men.

Q. That is, they were adherents of Mr. Stone, William M. Stone, the
gentleman who didn’t get the marshal’s office 7—A. Well, yes; but
they were all on our side and generally Henderson men.

Q. Generally Henderson men?—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. You were not anti-Administration in the sense of being against the >
President?—A. No, not at all. The Stone element was the Harrison
men straight out; they were anti-Blaine, to give vou a fair understand-

ing about it. The collector said nothing to me about the primaries at
all
Q. Who are the leaders in that ward—you are one of them ?—A.
Well, my son, Ackret, and several more. -
Q. Besides Webber and Coath, what other people from the post- oﬁice f‘
were there?—A. Well, I do not "know who the others were that were
there.
Q. Who challenged for the other side 2—A. They had a man by the
name of Cleghorn. My son was judge.
Q. Were any arrests made at your ward 7—A. O, yes, sir. '
Q. How many, about 2—A. Well, I guess when the wagon came there
" it was about half full, and went away full; if it would bave held any
more they would have taken more, but it would not hold any more.
" Q. Were any of the Government employés arrested 2—A. No, sir; I -
didn’t see’any of the Government employés arrested.
Q. It is your bélief that Coath and Webber fixed up the ticket ”3—-A
-1 heard so, but would not say for sure that they did. I would have
done the same thing myself.
Q. Do you mean to say you would fix up the pudding tickets yours
self9—A. I believe in domg anything to win,

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH A. GALAMISON.

" JOSEPE A. GALAMISON testified as follows:

. Q. Your position 7—A. Messenger to the app»aiser.
Q. What ward do you come from ?—A. Seventh.
Q. Were you present at the last primaries 2—A. Yes, sir. )
Q. All the time 3—A. No, sir; I did not go there until aquarter of five,




Q. From a qua.rber of ﬁve untll ewht were you there until the po,
closed 2—A. Yes, sir. . ‘ ;

Q. The appraiser was there, was-he not #—A. N o, sir, v
- Q. You were working for the so-called Henderson—Stone tlcket “!—A

Yes, sir; what little I did. o

Q. Did you challenge ?-—A. No, sir. - P
. Q. Was there much chea.tmg in your ward; did the other side try to-

cheat at all?—A. Yes, sir; I know they did try to put in pudding
tickets or to work repeaters, and voted quite anumber of Democrats.

-Q. That was the J ohnson-Alrey crowd that voted the Democrats —

A. Yes, sir.

- Q. Who were managing the polls on the Johnson-Airey side; who.
"~ were there from the post-office; who were running the polls ; who was -
- the challenger #—A. Well, now, there was a man there once by the
name of White. ' '
Q. Does hé hold a Government office 3—A. He is on the scales, he

_was there a part of the time.

Q. He was there for the Johnson-Airey crowd 2—A. Yes, sir. .

.- Q. Did you see Joseph Parker, of the Internal Revenue?—A. He.
was there. awhile. B

Q. John Bell wds there and pretty active, was he not %—A. Yes, sm i

Q. Was John Bell drunk ?—A. Well, not to my knowledge. _

Q. He was pretty active there, was he not —A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Was Summers ?—A. I do not know him. :

Q. Was Joe Solomon active—A. Yes, sir. _

Q. Was John T. Biggs active on your side ¥—A. Well, not to any
extent; he was there.

Q. The other men were active on the Johnson- Airey sidé 2—A. Yes,
Sll‘. ’

Q. Did you pay any money toward the legitimate expenses of the
primaries —A.. Not a eént, sir.

Q. Were you asked to pay any %-—A. No, sir; not a cent.

Q. Did anyone speak to you about what part you should play at the
primaries—Government people ¢-—A. No, sir.

Q. Didn’t the appraiser speak to you?—A, No, sir; not a word
never approached me on the subject of the prxmarles at a,ll until af’oer
it was over, and then it was about the convention and not about the
primaries.

Q. How many ticket-holders did your side have?—A. That I do not
know, exactly.

Q. You had both white and colored; paid men —A. That I do not
know. .
Q. About how many, 20 %—A. My judgment is that there possibly
may have been 12; I don’t think there was more than that.

Q. Did you have any furniture vans to bring the voters up?—
A. No, sir.

Q. Well, is there need then of much money to run the primary $—
A. No, not in our ward, so far as our side is concerned. _

Q. That is, so far as the Henderson side is concerned —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there many ticket holders on the other side ?—A.. There
were a good many; yes, sir.

Q. Did you have the judges?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. You had two judges and they had one %—A. They had one.

Q. You won by about 25 majority, did you not?—A. Yes, sir; some-
where about that.

Q. Was there much dlsorder at your primary 1—A. No, sir,




-Q Many arrests ?—A Onlv two, I beheve they were youths who
vere cutting up a little. -
. Q. What other people who were office-holders were there besnies :
© those auéntioned in the Seventh_ wa,rd 7—A. I don’t recollect them 5
Jet me see—Biggs.
Q. Where is Biggs 7—A. mternal revenue office.
Q. Biggs and Parker of the internal revenue ?—A. Yes, s1r, and i
‘Mr. Wagner and Mr. Ray, White, and Alexander. i ) '
Q. Where is Alexander 7—A. In the public stores. ‘
- Q. Was he there for the Johnson people 7—A. He was not there.at -
all, I don’t think. <
; Q Is this the list of the office-holders in the Seventh ward §
: A Well, partly, yes, sic; I think it is about all of them.
Q. From the custom- house, do you mean?—A. From e custom:
house and post-office, and some in the internal-revenue office.
~ Q. Read the list 2—A. Wagner and Plummer. ‘
Q. Where were Wagner and Plummer?—A. In this department,
in the eustom-house.
Were they both Henderson people I—A. That T do not know.
Did they work at the primaries at all 2—A. They did not.
Plummer is a man that has been here a long time I—A. Yes, sir.
‘Who next were there ?2—A. I guess White, Alexander——
Was-Alexander at the polls 7—A. No, sir; Walters——
‘Was he there 7—A. He was there, but did not take any part.
For what side?—A. I dow’t think he took part with either side.
. Where is he?—A. He is on the scales.
Q ‘Wel), you have a lot of other people there in office. from your
ward; are ’there not others—John Bell =—A. There is John Bell, in the
post- office department, and a man by the name of Lone.
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Q. And Mr. Summers is in the post-office 2—A. Yes, sir.
. Q. Mr. Solomon ?—A.. Yes.
Q- Those were all Johnson people #—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is Mr. Pierson, in your ward, in office ?—A. I.don’t know him.

“

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SHANEY.

~ JOSEPH SHANEY testified as follows:

Qv What is your position ?—A. Laborer in the appraiser’s depart-
ment.

Q. How long have you been in that position 7—A. I Went in on. the
" 2d of February.

- Q. What ward do you live in 7—A. Seventh.

Q. What part did you take in the last primary electmns ?—A. Went -
-'to the polls and voted.

© Q. And stayed there 2—A. Stayed there about all the afternoon.

Q. From the time they opened, all the afternoon ?—A. I was not
there when they opened; I judge I was there about half past four; I -
left here at 4 o’clock and went over.

Q. Were you working for the Henderson-Stone ticket 2—A., Well,
yes, sir; I was.

Q. You were challenger ?—A. No, sir. When I got there I went up
. to the window and voted, and some of them wanted to drive and bull-

doze me away, but I stayed there until I voted and went out into the’
street and stayed around.




Q Why did they want to drlve you awa,y ”l—.-A Wel] I have a,lw ys
took an active part, and this time I didn’t. - T
Q. Whatdo you mean by an active part; by knockmg down the oppa =
sition I—A. No, sir; I try to get all the voters to vote my way that I can
‘when I take an a.ctlve part; sometimes I have been: challenger and
Judge of election ; that is wha.t I do when I take an active part. ©

Q. What maJorlty did you earry your ward by ?—A. I think it was"" =

“about 20 or 30.

Q. Was there much dlsorder in the ward 3—A. No, sir. -

Q. Only a couple of arrests, were there not 9-—A. I think there was -
ouly one; it is the only one I saw. .

Q. What did they challenge you for; why did they object —A. Well,
‘'they wanted to get me away from there.

Q. Who were they 7—A. I did not take particular notlce of any in
particular.
~ Q. Why do you say they wanted you to leave the polls ?—A Well _
‘they always know that I take an active part, and they hallooed" out
¢civil service,” and they knew that if they could get me away from there -
“it would be a benefit to them ; they know I stxck to a friend through
~ thick and thin.

Q. Who was the particnjar fr1end you were stlckmg to this time ?—
A Billy Stone.

Q. Was there much cheatmg by the other side there?—A., Well I
saw a great many Democrats voting.

~ Q. For the Johnson-Airey ticket?—A. I could not say; I should
judge they were working for them.

Q. Do you think that the Johnson-Airey crowd bought up pretty
much all they could 2—A., From what I can learn I do.
Q. Did anyone ask you for any money for the prlmames 7—A, No,'
sir.

Q. Did you give any?—A. No, sir, only what I spent myself; Ispent

. some money, but nobody asked me for it.

Q. What did you spend it on ?—A. Bnying a few cigars or somethmg’

~ of that kind; I don’t drink anything.

Q. Did you subseribe for the ticket holders 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Your side had two furmture vans for bringing up the voters —
A, No, sir.

Q. Now, on your side the office-holders that were working were Mr.
Biggs and Mr. Galamison, were they not?—A. I didn’t see any office-
-holders. -

. Q. Did you see John Biggs there ?—A. I saw John Biggs on the
_ street and was talking to him.

Q. Was he pretty active there?—A. Well, I saw him on the street
and was talking to him awhile; in these last; primaries I considered
the Democratic party did the pnnclpal work. :
+ Q. You think there was exceptional disorder?—A. Yes, sir, I do;

. and I think the Democratic party had the whole thing in thelr hands,
‘and the police officers were all for the post office element.

Q. You think the post-office element then was in with the Gorman
crowd =—A. I am satisfied that Airey was at the bottom of it. Airey
fought this fight over Johnson’s head.

Q. You think Johnson was a figurehead %—A. That is what I think.

Q. Did Airey come down here to the custom-house much 3—A.~1 do

~ not know, sir.

. Q. You think Airey had the Democramc street cleaners amd all that

Q—A Yes‘ slr.




Q. ‘Was he in with the Gorm«m crowd ‘I--A Well, he Was in wi
Democraﬁs,{rom what I understand I could not say whether there s
’ a.ny truth in 1t

TEs_mim_on PHILIP HAHN.

prILIP HAHN testified as follows : ‘ o

- Q. What is your position ?¥—A. Laborer over in the public stores,
Q. How long have you been there, about ?—A. Since July 1st.
€. What ward do you live in 2—A. T'live in the Thirteenth. -
Q. You were present at the last primaries were you not 1—A I W&S'
at the polls a part of the time.
Q. Most of the time 2—A. Well, yes; about most of the-time.
Q. For the so-called Henderson ticket 1—A. No, I could not say that,
- Q. Opposition to the Johnson ticket?—A. Well, I went in merely
: for getting people to be with honest people.
Q. Well, you supported the same ticket that was supported by~ Pay-
Inspector Pritchard, U. 8. Navy 2—A. Yes, sir; the same. _
Q. Your opponents were John F. Thomas and Winnie Johnson ?—A.
Yes, sir. .
: Q. Those were the men you were ﬁghtmg 9—A. Winnie J ohqgon was
= =—-the main one. :
Q. Mr. Johnson,up till last. sprlng, was usuaIIy classed and supposed
- to be a Henderson man, was he not ?-—A. Yes, sir. ‘
" -+ Q. Just shortly before he was appointed to the post-office he voted
with the Johnson party 9—A. Yes, sir. ‘ :
Q. As a matter of fact what you do know is that he voted the other
way from the side he had been voting with and was almost immediately
‘appointed to a position in the stamp department of the post ofﬁce —
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How did your side raise the money for the primaries ; d1d you pay
a.ny money yourself ?—A. No, sir.
Q. Were you asked to pay any money *—A.. No, sir. -
Q. Was there muoch disorder at the primary elections where you ,
were?—A. Well, I saw a couple of arrests; that was of colored people;
"I do not know Whether they were any more or not.
Q. Was there much cheating 2—A. None that I know of.
Q. The other side voted square, thén; the Johnson-Alrey side, the
* Thomas side %—A. Well, as far as I could see, it was about as fair as
uwsual at a primary.
Q. You mean that they don’t generally vote squarely at a primary 7—
A. Well, that is the general opinion.
Q. Well now, of the office-holders on your side, Brenton was at work e
was he not 7—A. He was there; yes, sir. :
Q. On the other side was Winnie Johnson 2—A. Winnie Johnson was -
there.
thQ And John Thomas?—A. Yes, sir. There were s‘everal \carriers
ere.
Q. You were there when the carriers from the Eighteenth ward tried
to vote?—A. Brown or Adams; Brown was there, but I think he is
from the Tenth ward.




 TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER LYNCH,

! -ALEXANDER LYNCH testified as follows:

Q. Your position 3—A., I am on the scales.

Q. What ward do you come from ?—A. Thirteenth.

Q. Were you present at the last primaries —A. Yes, sir.

Q. On behalf of the Hendersorgerowd, so called —A. Yes, sir; I am
a Republican.

Q. But _you were against the so- called J ohnson -Airey crowd?—A
- Yes, sir; I was., - ;
Q. ‘And working there pretty actively during the day —A, Well no,
.8ir; I did not, to say, take any active part; 1 voted. ’

Q. Did any one ask you for any money 9_A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether or not Marshal Airey came down here to
the custom-house much and tried to get the custom-house people to go
for the Johnson ticket%—A. He did his best all over town; and not -
only that, but he had a fight with one of the judges at the wmdgw. ~

Q. Do you know of his being down here at the custom-house at all?— -
A. No, sir; I could not say that I do. g

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES FRED KENNETS.

CHARLES FRED KENNETS testified as follows:

Q. What is your position %—A. I am one of the scale hands,
- Q. Been there about a year ?—A.. Yes, sir; about ten months.
Q. What ward do you live in I—A. Sixteenth.
Q. You were present at the primaries, the last ones 2—A. I was.
" Q. For which side 2—A. Henderson side.
Q. Were most of the custom-house employés Henderson men ?—A. T
do not know anything about that at all.

Q. They were both Johnson and Henderson men among the custom-
house employés ?—A. I do not know. :

Q. What other office-holders were there ‘at that ward ?—A Ido nob
know at all, except John Reed.

- Q. He was there 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For the Henderson side ?—A. Yes, sir. -

Q. Jim Biddle was there for the Johnson s1de 1—A, Yes, sir; and
-dozens more. _

Q. From the post-office %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there much cheating 7—A. Well, they didn’t allow the Repub-
licans to vote, and they voted the Democrats, that is the way they
licked us.

Q. Who was running the ward for the Johnson- Axrey crowd ?—A.
All the post-office fellows. ,

- Q. Do you recollect the names of any of them ¥—A.: Frank Bowers,
Allderdice, Charley Anderson, and lots of them.
Q. Were there many arrests 4—A. Yes, sir; they arrested our peo-
ple.

Q. Were the pohce in with the Johnson erowd, then 2—A. It seemed
that way.

Q. Well, Airey was supposed to be the leader of the J ohnson crowd "I :
A; Idid not see him there. ,
Q. Who led your sidethere?—A. Our side, nobody ; they dldn’t glve

us any chance at all.




Vere you arrested ?—A. I staid outside becanse I didn’t want to

g0-t0 the watch house and pay a fine; I dido’t care about it. s

~-Q: Was the money chiefly raised by the office-holders ?¥—A. That I

could not tell you; Ido not know. We were not making anything and’
'therefore could not give any. :

TESTIMONY OF JOHN REED.

 JoEN REED testified as follows:

- Q. 'What is your position; on the scales —A. That is where I am
making $4 and $5 a week at. o
Q. Not a very large sum?—A. No, not very; I would like to have a'

better one. 1 am going to quit to-day, so they had better give me a .-
good one if I am deserving. , ' ; C
- Q. You have been on about ten months ¥—A. No, sir; about eight.

Q. What ward do you live in ?—A. Sixteenth. ’

Q. Were you present at the primaries —A. O, yes; you can always
_find me there. ’

Q. You were working for the Henderson-Stone ticket 2—A. That was
my ticket; yes, sir. ,

Q. Did the other sidedo much cheating %—A. Well, they voted a good
many Democrats. - : ,

Q. The Johnson-Airey crowd voted a good many Democrats —A.
Yes, sir. - ‘

Q’. Did they seem to bein ivith the police 2—A. Yes, sir. They took
me to the watchhouse before I had been there ten minutes; and they
took me to the watchhouse because I objected to their voting Demo-
crats. I pulled the window down where the judges were at, and told
them-they could not have any primariés if they could not carry it oh’
right. :

Q. Whereupon they arrested you and put you in the watchhouse —
A, Yesg, sir. '

Q. Were you fined %—A. Two dollars and forty-five cents.

-Q. Were there many other arrests there 2—A. Five arrests, I think.

Q. The other side were doing an awful amount of cheating, were
they 2—A. They were doing this: they were bringing Democrats from
wherever they could get them, and not only that, but I know of one
crowd that they sent away out on the base-ball grounds to bring in and
give them a keg of beer. : .

Q. Who wete engineering that?—A. Mr, Butnets and Mr. Brown.

I don’t consider Butnets a Republican. :
Q. They are neither one of them in Government service?—A. No,
sir.

Q. You and John Adams were challenging for the Henderson side,
.and Frank Bowers was challenging for the Johnson side?—A. Frank
Bowers and a man by the name of Frank Yates. T have been a life-
“long Republican and been a good worker, and never asked for a politi-:
cal job until 1 got on the scales. I am a bricklayer by trade, and this
winter T had nothing else to do, so I took this job; and on Monday I
am going to leave the job, but I want to get back here next winter, and
I am going to see if they will keep this job open for me.

.. Q. Can you keep your influence %—A. They may down me.
- Q. 'Were you not offered a place in the post-office this spring %—A.

" Yes, sir; I was offered a place at $840 if I would vote for them, but I
wouldn’t do it. : : : ‘

~




Q- You were gomg to remain your own magterJ—A. Yes, sn'. :
Q. Who offered you that place 7—A. Charley Brown offered me that
place, and I have four different other people who were witnesses ; I
rought the subject up in the presence of these people and Mr: Brown,
-saying that they offered me a job, and he said why not take it. - I sai
I have principles, and I would not accept any job that I would have to
~be bought to take, and I sa1d I would trost to Providence; so I got a., i

. job on the scales.

Q. Brown'said you were playing polities for a job, and would not take
“.the job when you got the offer of one 2—A. Yes, sir. Henderson is a =
. friend of mine, and whichever way he gves I go. -

Q. Was the job offered you ajta&ew ?—A. The JOb does not pay $840‘ oy

now ; it was on the elevator. o

Q.. Who did they give it to 2—A. Jim Beall.

Q. Did he work for the Johnson ticket 2—A. Yes, sir; of course,

Q. As a matter of fact in your ward it is the office-holders who do
and always have taken an active part in the primaries ¥—A. Exactly;
they are the ones that ought to.

Q. It is mainly the office-holders who run the primaries 2—A. Most
undoubtedly. :

Q. It is the office-holders or people who want office that run them all
© the time ?-——A. . If a man does not want office he is not going to bother
“.about it. I will not say that of all cases. I bothered with it twelve
~or fourteen years, and never asked for a job and had no desire for one.

Q. But the great majority of them do want office 7—A. Yes, sir; the
great majority are office-holders or people who want office.

“Q. Was it not at these last primaries pretty much a fight between the
post-office people and Henderson-Stone people who hadn’t got ofﬁce b
A, That was the amount of it.

Q. But the custom-house divided up half and half?—A. The people -
in the custom-house here had their orders to go and vote to suit them-
".selves; thatis all the orders they had here. They didn’t say you should

. vote for this one or for that one or for anybody ; they said go and vote to
suit yourselves; and that is the way Johnson ought to have done.
. Q. But the Johnson people did not do that, as a matter of fact 7—

A. They all had to go solid, and we tried to lick them. If T had been
judge we would not have got left, either.

Q. But you did try to put down the window 9—A. Oh, yes I have
broken up more than one election ; that is not thefirst one I have broken
up; as long as they do right I will let them vote.

Q. How many ticket-holders did you have on your sule 1—A., We
had $18 to run our primary.

. Q. Only $18%—A, That is all; we don’t need much money.

Q. You paid $3 for the use of the window, did you not 3—A. Ido

‘not know as we paid anything.

- Q. What was your printing bill?—A. I think it was $7.

Q. Well, then, did you only have $11 for ticket-holders —A. We had -
$18 outside of the pmntmg———$ 18 left; we had $25 all told. _ |

Q. You had about nine ticket- holders ?2—A. About six. :
. Q. Was the money raised by the office-holders?—A. No, sir; just
among ourselves ; all the money we got was from individual people here. .

Q. Well, you don’t need much money to manage the primary elec-
tions? —A. No, we don’t; but they need a h—— of a sight.

Q. Was there not a llttle bit of repeating done on your side —A. No,
'sir; not on our side.




udding tlekets used ".I—A. No, mdeed we don’b allow an
udding tickets on our side,

Q. There were some boxes where they put in puddmg tmkets" :
-A. No pudding tickets got in on our side, If they would give.me a

Tanee I would lick them all the time; I don’t say I wouldn’t cheabm
the primaries; whoever gets two Judges wins.

. Q. Bach sxde cheats as much as it can?—A. Oertamly, that is the
way; 1 would do it just the same as they do; they had two judges.

Q. Don’t you think it a little mean for VOU. to have triett to shut =
.-down the window on them and block their game just because they had -
“two Judges, when you would have done the same thing if’ you had had
the vhance 7—A. Well, this was a Defmocrat that they wanted to votu,'
and I wouldn’t allow 1t

Q. Your side don’t vote Democrats ?—A. No, sir; we don’t. .S

Q. How do you do your cheating —A. Well, We do our chedtmg‘
honorably, and if they catch us it is all right, 1t is fair, I have even
carried the box home with me on one occasion.

~ Q. You were offered a place in the post-office at $800, or about that,
which was given to Mr. Beall, and they would have expecteu you to‘
work for the Johnson ticket if you had taken that place, and Mr. Beall,
who did take it, worked tfor the Johnsou ticket 2—A. Yes, sir. -

Q. And Mr. ﬁutnets and Mr, Brown distributed the patronage for
the post-office #—A. Yes, sir; most undoubtedly.

Q. Mr. Johnson turns the ot'ﬁce over to them 3—A, They go and see
Mr. Johnson, I suppose, and they put in a goed word for the men they
want appointed, and in consequence whoever they want is appoiuted.

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE W. COWAN.

GEORGE W. CowAN testified as follows:

Q. Your position 7—A. Porter in United States pubhc store No. 1.
‘Q. How long have you been in that pos1t10n —A. Since about the:
1st of May. ~
"~ Q. What ward do you come from 9—A. Fifth,
Q. You were more or less active on the Hutchins side-of the ward ”l
A, No, sir; I was not active; I was there.
Q. How much time were you there 7—A. I was there about an hour.
Q. Between what hours 2—A. When I got done work I went over
there; it was about half past 4 when I got there, and I voted and went
away; I was there about 15 minutes; I came back about 6 o’clock and
was there then about 10 or 15 minutes; went home to supper, and got
back about 20 minutes after 7, and staid until about half past 8.
Q. Did you see Joe Solomon there 2—A. No, sir. '
Q. Did you have any. conversation, or rather some office- holders h'\d‘
%\T conversation with you about what part you should take in it ?—A.
0, sir. .
Q. ‘You got no instructions 2—A. No, sir.

TESTIMONY OF A. C. GRAY.

A. O. GRAY testified as follows:

Q. What is your position?—A. Messenger.
Q. How long bave you been in that position? You were appomted 5
‘or 6 years ago, were youmot?—A. Yes, sir; under Mr. Gromer.




2

;Are yoir a-Pemocrat in politics 7—A. m’ & Rep,
Q. How did you bappen to be appointed undet M. Gromer
Through influence,” .
Q. You had Republxcan or Democrat influence 2—A. Ihad both '
-Q:. What do you know about the assessments in 1888 ?—A That'is
under Mr. Gromer ; I was assessed.
Q. How much money did they assess you for?—A. Ten dolla,rs. s
Q. Who sent you that-assessment —A. It was sent to me from the
~Deémocratic State- ca,mp.mgn committee ; it was sent me from head--
quarters. . TR
; Q Did they send it to your address here ?2—A. Sent it to the ap-
pralser’s office.
Q. You were in the appraiser’s office?—A. Yes, sir.. :
- Q. Was every one, so far as you know, assessed ?-—A. -Pretty much all
. of them in the service received notice ; some of the Republicans didn’t.
* Q. Were there many Republicans left in the office then ?—A. Two ;
or three. . .
~.. Q. But all the Democrats in the appralser’s ofﬁce, as fam as vou -
‘ know, received these communications ¥—A. I think so; yes.
..~ Q. And what. percentage of their salaries were they assessed ? —A.
~.That I can not tell. I know upon one occasion a man was assessed
‘and he paid his assessment, and he was assessed again and he didn’t
ay it.
P Q ‘Who was this man 2—A. Lentical. :
- Q. He paid his assessment and was assessed again and dldn’t pay
< '1t 1—A. That is it. n
Q. Where did they pay 2—A. I suppose they paid at the btate cen-
‘tral committee, at the hotel. Mr. Archer sent me word that I hadn’
paid my assessment, but I sent him word back that I had a very lumted
salary and could not pay.
Q. Was that State Treasurer Archer, who was afterwards sent to
the penitentiary %—A. Yes, sir. )
Q. Were you assessed last year ?—A. No, sir. There has not been
a'word said to me on the subject since I have been here under this
' administration, I haven’t heard a word about assessments at all;
- heard no one say they were going to pay any assessments or anythlng
-about it at all.

N

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM §. POTTER.

"WiLLIAM S. POTTER testified as follows :

Q. What is-your position here ?-—A. L am chief liquidating clerk.

Q. How long have you been in the service 9—A. Since 1886, -

Q. Do you recollect in the Presidential election of 1838 whether you
; recelved notice to pay to the campaign fund, Democratic campa,lgn

fund of 1888, the Presidential election 2—A. 1 thmk I did, sir.

Q. How much did you pay ?—A. I don’t think I paid anythmg.

Q. Are you sure you did not?—A. I don’t think I did; can: not
" recollect,

Q. Did you pay in 1887, the State campaign ¥—A.. I don’t think T.
- did. -
Q. -You are not positive 2—A. No, sir, I am not. :
Q. Do you recollect asking any fellow clerk 1f he had paid ?—A. I
- don’t think I did.




: Dld you not brmg a messago from Mr. Archer t6 4 'man nam
Fielding, telling him that he hadw’t paid his assessment ?-—-—A,.
I never delivered any message from Archer.
"~ Q. Were you approached at all about paying any money last
A, No, gir. 7 -

. Q. Well, there was an attempt to ‘collect subseriptions in the PreS1
.dential elections of 1888 through the office, was there not ¥—A. Not o’
. my knowledge.

Q Did you not receive a notice ?—A. I think I did.

. Mr. GRAY recalled.

- Q. Mr. Gray, is this the gentleman who asked you about your as
sessment; who told you that Mr. Archer wanted to know if you had
paid your subseriptions in 1888 2--A. He asked me out on the Boun
dary; asked me if I had paid.

: Q. Mr. Potter, what do'you say?—A. I thmk there i 1s not a word of
trath in it.

. Mr. GRAY. I will swear to it, sir; up on the Boundary he said to me,

- Mr. Archer said you had not pald your assessment.

Mr. PorTER. 1 deny that positively, from beginning te end. .

Q. As far as you know, these notices were sent to all the people in

-the. office here in 1838 %-—A. That I can not say.

Q. They were sent to a number of other people—you heard of it %
A. T presume they were.

Q. You did not pay ?-—A. That I can not say. o

Q. You can not recollect whether you made any contnbutlon in
1888 %--A. I can not recollect. .

.+, Q. What year did you make contributions?—A. I can’t recollect
that.

Q. You know you have made some contrlbutlons"?—A Yes, sir. -

Q. You have not contributed since the change of administration 3—~
A. No, sir. )

Q. Isn’t it a matter of common rumor that papers soliciting contri-
butions for Demeocratic campalgn funds were sent around through the
office 7—A. Yes, sir, I think it was a common report. This man Gray
has a personal grudge against me, and he is a man that I do not talk
to. Ithink what I say I can substantiate. I don’t think the majority

. of the gentlemen in this house would believe him on his oath,”

Mr. RoosevELT. That is all.

This completes the taking of testimony.

#

OrricE U. 8. MARSHAL, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND.
Baltimore, May 6, 1891.

HON THEODORE ROOSEVELT, :
: U. 8. Civil Service Commissioner, Washington, D. C.:

Str: My attention has been called by Marshal Airey to certain testimony taken
before you, in which John B. Tweddle stated he gave me§35 and Istated Ireceived it.

This money was not given to or handed to me by Mr. Tweddle, but to Mr, Short,
treasurer of our club, and after consultation it was agreed to spend it in a certain
way, and I was requested and delegated to pay the same olit (whieh I did as testi- -
tied to by me). .

The way your question was put to me, in the excitement of the moment, my .

" answer would imply that I received the money directly from Mr. Tweddle. This wus . -

. not the case, as can be testified by Mr. Short, our treasurer, and Mr. 8. R. Mason,

- both respectable merchantg of this city. Mr. Tweddle also informs me that his
recollection of the matter, after mature consideration, is the same. You can readily
see that as I ultimately got the money Mr, T. supposed that was the purport of
your quesnon and not to- whom he directly ' gave it.




You will observe that though unusual efforts appear to have beeu *made,

. tions to the other Eighth ward witnesses, to implicate me in recei¥ing mon m:

em, there is nothing except Tweddle and my own testimony leading to that point
and that was given under a misapprehension of the scope of the questiong,- .. 7 "
"1 think, injustice to all concerned, thisletter should accompany the testimony, ds ‘.

* . one was given in a hurry and excitement, and this is the result of cool deliberatio:
“and can be sworn to by all parties present. : S
=".7 " Respectfully yours,

W. H. SuLTzeR.

OrFFICE U. S. MARSHAL, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, -
: . Balvimore, May 7, 1891,
Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT, : -
- Ciwil Service Commissioner, Washingion, D. C. : PR
DEAR SIR: I'am in recéipt of copy of evidence taken in regard to our late pri- -
' maries, for which I am very grateful. L ) .

" - ’am happy to say that I do not see anything very damaging as far as the marshal’s
office is concerned, though one or two of my deputies may have been a little indis-
creet ; still it is hardly human nature for a man to stand idly by and see such glaring -

- frauds attempted, as was done, without asserting his mxanhood, especially when he’
knows he is right ahd that his side has a large majority,

* As I have no doubt, you have been fully though inaccurately inforrned by our op-:

. 'ponents as to their side of the guestion, I now propose to inflict you with a bird’s-eye
" . view of the case through administration glasses. - .

* First. Col. Thomas S. Hodson, chairman of the Republican 8tate central com-:'
mittee and a disappointed applicant for the position of United States district atturney,
caused a committee of seven gentlemen to be appointed to devise rules and regula-

© " tions and adopt a constitution for the government of the %arty throughout the State.
' He then had appointed by the commission of seven a subcommittee of three, to ap-
., point judges and clerks and name the polling places for the late primary election, and
this commission of three, by a very strange coincidence, gave the antiadministration
arty two judges and a clerk in seventeen wards out of nineteen, the poor old admin-
istration people two judges and a clerk in the other two wards; there being no con-
test in the other three wards of this city, it was of no consequence who got the ma-
jority of judges in those three. ‘
This'will show you the uphill work the friends of the administration had. Precluded
_ as we were by the civil service rules from being active participants, and with all our.
" - active Republicans in office, it is astonishing that we carried anything, and yet under
" all these adverse circumstances we carried fairly a majority of the wards in the eity
and elected a State convention overwhelmingly in favor of the administration.
' Yours truly, . . ‘

WiLLiaM F. AIREY,

OrrFicE U. S. MARSHAL, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND,
. Baltimore, May 8, 1891,
- “S1r: I have thisday turned over to Postmaster Johnson the testimony in the recent
investigation. He will return it to you.
- Iinclose herewith sample of two tickets used in my ward, inadvertently omitted
- - from mine of yesterday, “A” being ‘the one used by our side and ‘‘B” by the oppo-
o Sition, ’

Ticket ‘“A” is about the usual size used at all our primaries as far back as I can
recolleét. You can readily see that two unscrupulous majority judges (which the.
opposition had in seventeen wards of this city) eould, by refusing the votes of those
presenting the large tickets and accepting all the small ones, overturn the voice of the”
“majority of voters unless strong efforts were made to obtain fair play.

e Yours, truly, = .
. . WirniaMm F. AIREY.
Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT, . '
Civil Service Commissioner, Washington, D. C.

1156-—10
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REPUBLICAN TICKET,

3d WARD

Cut of Lincoln.

Delegates to the 1st Legislative District
Convention,

HARRY N. DAVIS.

W. H. D. BENNETT.
MARION A. FRAZIER:.
ROBERT BARKER.
W. R. BAKER.
HENRY SEWELL.
LAWRENCE LEE.
WILSON CHAPMAN.
GEORGE SANDERS.

" Flection Monday, March 30th, from 4 to 8
P. M. .

Polls, 1713 East Lombard street.

3rd Ward
REGULAR

Repubicn Tikit, | |

Cut of Grant.

Delegates to First
Legislative District Conven-
tion.

JOHN A. DORGAN.
JOHN DEACON.
EUGENE M. BONNER.
JOSEPH MACLEOD.
CASPAR MILLER.
WALTER QUEEN.
JOSEPH WHITE.
ALFRED THOMAS.
W. HARRIS.

Election Monday, March
30, 1891, 4 to 8 o’clock P.. }
M., at 1713 E. Lombard
street.
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