
















IF iilstri~cticnii: citizenship is to br- giien to any con- 

siderable :iiimbcr oi the c'nilcir-en of the country, it must 

be g i x n  in the g ra i~mai -  school grades, for not one child 

in t ~ m t ! ~ 'passcs b y o n d  thcm to highei- schools. This 

book hns rherefore been prepixed for use either in the 

:ipp:" gramm"r gi-adesoi- in the first yeal-s of the high 

schoois. 

An at;empt has bezn made to state briefly nnd siinply 

the leading facts of the several goverriineiits under which 

11-e live. Hut stating facts about government, and hrtving 

childi-eil learn thcin, will il<jt inalie goocl citizcns. In  the 

teaching oi  ci\-ics thc best mtist a!wa)-s conle frcm thc 

tcacher. His citize~iship, his life, will tcach more than 

can be lcarned froni :t bock. If he tenches in the right 

spirit, he \vill malze a lcsson i:l civics a lcsson in ethics. 

' iTnles  it is p~irsuecl wit'n a dic,tinctly ethicnl aim, the  

stiid!: ,:f Civil Goi~crnnicnt in public szhools is of doubtful 

t i l i  To  eyuip a !nci ~ r i t h  a knon-leclge of the n-orking 

of go\-erriincnts and the rights of citizens, without equip- 

p?ag hin1 v-ith a conscience that will coilstrain h im to 

practice the virtues of citizenship, may be to prepare him 
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5 I'REFACE 

bis fact mav allom the question to be discussed until the  claiins for 
ese les. both places are fully brought out. H e  may then put the  
2nse of matter to a vote. They will probably vote for the place 

where the prospect yields niost fun. But the lesson will 
he kep be none t l e  less impressive for that. T h e  main thing is 
ecl and to arouse 3. genuine division of sentiment anci abide faith- 
rk that fully by the result. Those who are outvoted will have a 
lic life far keener perception of the meaning of inajority rule than 
ting of they coulci ever have gained from the words of a book. 
ies, the T h e  diicussions of the d a s s  nmy be so conducted as to 

U hich result in the formulation by the pupiis thcmselves of a 
Above set of rules for the citizeii's guidail~c, 2 kind of citizen's 
iiay be decalogue. 1t'hel-i their hearts as nell as tlieir ininds have 
ions oi been rcached, they may te taught to say : 
a wise I must ndt cheat the State. 
pupils I m:~st not cheat the  railroads. 

m e  of I must gixre a due share of iny time and energy to pub- 
debate lic affairs. 

ons of I inuit vote whenever it is rny p r i~ i lege  to vote. 

them- I mvst not debauch nly fellows by bribing thein. 

ise, to I m.xt not accept a bribe of any Itind. 

iice, to I must nlake a decent living if it is in my power. 

cussed T must prefer my country to iny party. 

t their I must tolerate the  opinions of others. 

hether I t  is sonietimes charged against our schools that neither 

Iegis- moralitj- nclr religion is tauglit in them. T h e  teaching of 

The religion seems to be out of the question, and the formal 

- that, teaching of moi-als does not meet r i t h  muc5 favor. There 
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LESSONS I N  CIVICS 

LECCON I 

GOVERNMENT AND LAWS 

*'Order is Heaven's first lnw." 

Meaning of the Word bbGovernment." -In the Latin lan- 
guage the word gubemizfor means n pilot, n s te t ; -s?~~ar~,m e  
who gnirlees. A governor, therefore, is one u h o  guides 
somet'ning, and the word g o z ~ e ~ . r ~ ~ u e x tineans guidance or 
management. i h m  whin we speak of the  government 
of a liome, n e  refer to the  management of the private 
affairs of the home;  when n e speak of the government 
of a State, we refer to the management of the  public 
affairs in th- Statc. The ; ~ o r dp-deiilznzrnt will be used 
a great many tiiues in this booli. and we shall learn that 
there are rl?ny kinds of government. 11-e shall speak 
of '(self-gcvernment," of " school go\-ernment," of " fam-
ily government," of "state go~ernment , " of "national 
governmeni " 1Yherever the n ord gozwmzerzt occurs, it 
will mean gm'dance, m n r z ~ ~ w z r n f ,  coztrol. 

The Study of Government.-You are now going to 
study th:: subject of government; that is, you are going 
to study hoiv the affairs of mankind are managed; how 
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ing the different f o r m  of ,governnient under ~ ~ , h i c h  we 
live, we may prepare ourselves to m a l e  t h e n ~  better. 

The Necessity of Government. -Urhenever two or more 
people live tog-ether, there must be rules to regulate their 

actions. I\;ithout such r~i les  they would quarre1 2nd fight, 
brutal passions would be their guide, ancl they X\-ould soon 
hecome savages. EImce, 1x0 matter h o ~sniall or how 
rude the societ;., a guveri;mcnt of some kind is necessary. 
Try  to think v;lint n - o ~ ~ l d  you if no one was happen ~~rouricl 
undcr any sort 3f control, if everq- oric could follow his own 
will ancl his oivn appctites ancl desires. 

Laws. -- S h e  rules that p ~ c r n n i e n t s  malte to guide our 
actions are cn!lxl l i~i i~.r .  A 1aw states what u-e are to do 
and forbids what v;c are not to do. IYlien a law has been 
iiiacle it niust be  obej*ccl. Ko man can disobey a law with- 
o:it beiilg liable to piinishinent for his clisobedience. W e  
may not likc a hw,we niay think a law unjust or unwise, 
yet so long as it is a hi\-we must obey it. Moi-eover, 
ivhen a pcrsori ~ i o l a t e s  a law, he is punished, although he 
clicl i ~ o t  know thcr-c x i s  such a law when he violatcd it. 
ignorante of what the lax7 is xiill escuse no one. Laws 

are macle for the goi-crninent of us all, and if we do not 
know what t'ley are it is either our fault or our misfortune. 

I o i v  laws are inade arid changed, and how people are 
foi-ced to obey them, ancl p u n i ~ h e d  for disobeying them, 
will be cxplitiiiid herezrftzr. A t  present it is enough to 

k n o ~ v  that ar.y gox-ernmeiit worthy of thc name is always 
strong enough to enforce the laws that are n d e .  I t  is 
the duty of 311 x h o  live under a government to obey the 
laws of that p v e r n m e n t  withuut heing conlpelled to do so. 



QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL T H O U G H T  

I .  IYliat is tiie ilieaiiiiig of the 0r.d .' p~;,rni- i; i j2ej~ta1~ 

z4llCgo.z:e).nnDl; :1,i6~,i.iiirii~i-ioI.' <I 

2 .  Explaiii tlie iisc of rlic ..goveriior " OII a sieaiii ciigiiic. 

3. Iiaiile tlic 1)ei)pie \\liolll !.ui! k i l i ) ~t•á1 1 ~ofiiiic.ci-'; nf +rei.iimeilt, '*I 
4. \vha t  ~ ~ o u l dliappeii if peopie oii the ctreet ncre  al iontd t o  do 

juct as  tliej- pleaietl? 
j. TYliat is n lici-init? 

for6. Tiie hext ciil!- botlies i~io\-t. .rccoi-chiy to certain laii-s. \\'hat do 
voii thinl; noulti liappen i i  t1ie.x In\\- .;lioiilti cenw to opernti. a:id sul,, Y01 

moon. anti i tars  s1in:ild iiio\.e accoi-din; to no fixet1 law? go. 
of a.1t.q. 110 !-I~IU not  Yee iigni i,f gocern-7.  XVatcii tlie ~i ic~\-enicnts  thf 

ment  amoiig tiieiii ? 
Yc8. I'iatch a 1v::ii flocl; oi' bird.; f i ! - i i ? ~  i I i i . ~ ~ ~ ~ l itlie air. Do J-ou not 

See sign.; of goveriiii~ent ninoliC t i i c .  I i i idt? 0\T 

9. Caii yoii sec lau- aiitl oi der  in tlie 11-01-ld of nntiire a;.i.:,:id you?  ca! 
'3bserl-e a n  ear of corii : a r•âic: a le:i!. de 

10. S a i n e  soiiie of tlie i 1 i t . i  of govcm:uent arid lau-. 
mi 
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ink The Reward of Doing Right. -Though~less  young peo- 
but ple soinetimes ask : " What is the  use of doing right ? 
ing \Chat is the use of chccking bad impclses and csercisinb 
I is self-control ? " I f  you will look around you, arid reflect 
Ost upon what jou See, jou  will find an ansmer to this qries- 
l u t  tion. You nill  find that the  people who exercise control 

o ~ r rthemselves are nappier than those who are carried 
er- along by passion and appetite. Sometimes, it is true, 
ok- \\ickecl 2nd ~ i o l e n t  men seem to prosper and even to be 
ce. happy  Rut they are not really happy. If you could 
it learn the secret of their lives, you will find that bad, dis- 
nd honest inen lack one thing that is more prccious than any- 
I it thiiig elie in life. They may have \vealth, and honor, and 
nd high social rank, but they have not their owti self-yts$cct, 
iis 'ind no one can ht: truly happy without this. With self- 
in- respect one can never be thoroughly unhappy. You may 
-111 bz unfortanate or unsuccessful; people may scorn you or 
:r- neglect you, :,et if you always firmly do the right thing, 
is- 4011 will aiways have a good conscience and your own 
ne self-I espect. 

'b Thu Government of Self the Foundation of all Govern-
he ment. -There is another reward for those who exercise a 
to strict control over themselves. Their government of self 

it rnnkes theni good citizens and fits them to take part  in the  
m go\ ernment of otl- erc. A community is composed of indi- 
ill xiduals, arid the character of its government will be like 
:e the character of the individuals n h o  compose it. If it 
in contains a large number of rogues, mindlers, idlers, 
lt drunkards, then its government xill certainly be bad, for  

the goxrnment  of a people is never much better than the  
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THE FAMILY 

<:There is in the family an angel possessed of a mysterious influ- 
ence of grace, sweetnesc, and love: an angel ~ l i o  renders our duties 
niore cheerful ancl our so i - I -o~s! e s  bitter. This a~igel is woman. 
TVlietlier as motlier, wife. or sister, TYOII~;L:~ is tlie joy of existente. She 
is a treasure of gentle consolatio:i suficient to sootl-ie every sorrow. It 
is tiirougli wo111an tliat tlie family points to Eternit?. Hold tlien the 
fam$ sacrecl. my brotliers. Keject erery attempt to undermint. it, for 
it is of God." -~lfuzzi?zi. 

The Family in Ancient Times. -T h e  oldest form of 
government n i t h  nhich n e  are acquainted is that nhich 
exists mithin the fami!).. I n  srery early times men did not 
live in large bodies and associate closely ni th  cach other 
as they do iii our day. The  father, as the head pf the 
family, \vas the only one that made lans,  and he was, 

theiefore, the only one that must be obeyed. 
T h e  power of the father in those old times n a s  very 

great. H e  had coiiiplete control over the lives and for- 
tunes of all the meinkers of his family. H e  could sentence 
a son or a daughter to death ; he could sell his children 

into slavery. A son. whatever imight be his age, could 

not marry nithout the consent of his father, and could not 
acquire land or other kind of property and hold it in his 
o n n  name. E r e n  the children of 3 son were in the power, 
not of their father, but of their grandfather, 
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The Family  of To-day. - I n  our tinics the  power of cor 
the  f&er over his children is not so gi-eat. IlI;~ii!. of the to 
things tha t  the  father OIIW C O L I ~ ~clo can IIO\V bt: &)ile only t 'Art 

by the  govcrnment of thc  (itate. Yc:t evzii now tlicre is 1101 

no governiiient tha t  affccts the  lives of young people t hc 

mal-e tha11 that  which conics to tlieni fi-oin tllcir p:li.cnts, alc 

Parellts regulate the  conduct of children, siipport thenl, dLI 

protect them, eclucate therii. I t  is in the  lionic, while 

rnembers of the  f a n d y ,  that  children must loOli l i j i  their thc 

greatest happiness. T h e  law thnt ~ h o ~ i l dho~-ci.:i, 2nd tr i  

tha t  usually does govcrn, in the  fnmily is the 1:~~si>f ]ove C0 

arid duty. In tlie homc therc: sho~ilcl l x  iio iorcc, I1ar. d r  

ents, 2s 3 rule, devote thcir lives to the  hnppiiicss c!f tlieir cb 

children. IYhat shoiilci children tlo in I-ct~ii.11 th? 
I t  has beeil found thnt pnrcnis are  not d w a y s  1ci:itl alid th  

\V'loving arid jiist tonxrds  thcir chilclrcn, nnd that  cliiiclren 

are not a l ~ m j - s  grateful ancl ol~cdiziit to their l)arc;?:i. It of 

sometinics linppens that  tlie pnrcnt oi- tlie chiltl i:~ilito clo D 

his diity. \17hen tliis docs linppcn, tlic govcriinicnt c i f  the tl-

State stepsiin 2nd ci>nini:~~itls isliat niust l x  dc~nc. Let 11s 
learn something of the  I-ights and (1~1tic.s wliich 51,:!;iv; h 
will not allo'v parznts oi- cliilclreii to cl isrz~nrd,  

The Duties of Parents to Children. 0 

iI )  .C;L#OYC. -The  first t1iit)- the parent on-ci t n  the 
r 

cl~il t l  is to siipport it, to pi.ovit1c: it isith fno t l ,  i,;L>:iiing, P 

arid shelter. If n father shoiiltl 11c SO iiiii.tl-1ic:i;-tL9:!LLS to I: 
a 

turn his chilcl oiit of doors niitl rciiisc to nivc ii i o : d ,  3 
r 

stranger coulcl take the  c i~i ld  iiito IiiS lioiisc : t i ~ c l  i i ' d  it 
and chni-be thc fatlici- with thc  ezpciisc, niiti tiic IJ;\ \vo~ild 



0f compel the f a h r  to pay the bill. This duty of parents 
the tu support their children continues until the children are 

nly twenty-one years of age. After  that time children may 

is not  loob to their parents for support. I t  is not often that 

ple the l ~ w  interferes srith the  parents in these matters;  love 

its, alonc is nearly always strong enough to hold them to their 

:m, duty. 

iile ( 2 )  Eahcntion. --4 second duty which parents owe to 

eir their children is to educate them. I n  many of the coiin- 

ind tries oI Europe, and in severa! of the States of our own 

JVC country, parents are compelled by lan to send their chil- 

'nr- &eii to school. I n  every State schools are pruvided for 

ieir chiiclreri free of cost, and parents are expected to send 
their children to then: : "A parent who sends his son into 
the \~.oi!d uneducated docs a great injury to mankind aslild 

'-211 ~l-elias to bis o x n  family, for he deprives the conmunity 

It of a risziul citizen and hc bequeaths to it a nuisance." 

d0 Do J O L I  thinli the State should compel parents to send 

Lhe thcir chiidren to school? 

11s Rights of Parents in Respect to  their Children. -Parents 
3V; havc not dutim only ; they have rights also. 

iI )  Obrci'i~nct..-They have the right to the  obedience 
of their children. T h e  child must obey its parents in all 

the reasonable commands. I i  it rcfuses to obey, it may be 
punished in such manner 3s the parents think fit, T h e  

n g, 
p~misbment,  hon-evcr, must be reasonable; it miist be such t0 

I ,  n as not to enclanger the  health of the  child or ini?re it in 

I i t  wind or bodj .  

-( 2 )  SEYLY'CC.T'arents have the right to the service of 
llld 



QUESTIONS FOR O R I G I N A L  T H O U G H T  

I .  IVliat i i  :lie a\.esagc: n i ~ n ~ i ~ e ?  of Lpeiions in a fmil!-? Find the1 

riuniber o i  per-011- in ten hr,inilirs of J-our acq~uirl tance ncd L:,, ide this 
nurnber 13). t c n . )  

l - e ~ p r ~ i l > ! e2 .  .\Xp ~ e n * ~ ~  ~ O I -t!>e ac1it711i of thcir chilclxn? 

3 .  \\'l:o i i  ihc 11io't 1111sr1r;isii iiicnil~erui ilie lioiiie? 
4. 1. it a 1;i~:diiess f i x  pai-ents ro li1.e te!-o:id tlieir imenn- ior the 

sake of tiieir- c!iilc!ri,!i ? 

j. S a m e  sonie h c i  !in!~its tlint cliildi-eil ai-e giiilty of in thi-i!- Iioiiies. 
6. IYhat xci-iiiccs du pnreiits die in oi.[;ei- tliat tiii-ir c h i l d r ~ n111aj 

be kept at  qcliool ? 
7. Hov inn!. pn7cnt:i11ereplic': it)r tlie-e sncrifices ? 
8. Hon- ~Iici~~ildciiioSediciit cliilchcii lje ~,tiiii>lietl? 



and LESSOS IV  
Iren 
are THE FAMILY (Continued) 

elp. 

hen 
Kusband and Wife ; Marriage. -A t  

family governinent stand the father arid 
the  head of the 
noth her w11o are 

united as llusbarid and wife by marriage. Xarriage is 
regarded by :Re !aw as a contrac:, but it is a Yery strong 
contract, und it oiight to Se a \-er? sacred one. I t  is a con-
tract that caniiot Se, mcl ought not to be, easily broken. 
T h e  inarriag: relation contiiiues as Iong as '29th hrisband 
ar,d \X-ife live. T h e  only ~ a y  the marriage tie can be law- 
fui1~- brokeii during Iife is bj- i i i ; ,o i* r i~. SYhen either the  
husbaiid ur r h c  wife ac:s in such a way as to destroy the 
happiness of the  home, a court of lau. will grant (to the  
wife wher, the husbanil is guiity, or to the  husbancl mhen 
the wife is guiltyj 3 divorcc, that is, the  right to live apart. 
Thus a clivcirce Sreaks up the lloine and usually results in 
unhappiness to a!l inembers of the fan.ii!y. T h e  Iaws of 
the different Ctates dlffer very 11-idely in the matter of 
granting ~ ivorces .  Iii some States a ver!- trifihg offense 
on the pz~rt of the husbarid or the  d e  is a lavful cause 
for divorce. I n  other Ctates it is very difficuit to get a 
divorce, even for tlle inost serious ofiense. Conie have 
thought tl-iat the 1 a ~ ~  in seference to divorce should be the 
same in all the  States. TYhen yori grow oider you mal- be 
called upon to express an opinion upun this yuestioii. 

25 



111oldcn tinies the  wife was reg:irdetl as tiic j ~ i : , j ' c q  ot 
the hiisbailcl, and cvcrythiiis thiit biie o\viicd I x f ~ i - ~  
ringe became his after  iii;ii-ri:ige. I % ~ i ti i i  oiii. da)- \!.c,man 

holcls a highcr place in the  faiiiily. shc. is ~-c:=;iidci! :IS th, 
q U a l  of the  husbnnd, not ns his sla\.c. In iiiost Si:i:cs slle 

may hold in her owii ri:inie thc  propert)' siic 1i:rtl 1)cfore 
nlarriage, arid if she  ncqriires l)ropCrt!. :iftcr iiiari.i;qi: she 
may claim it a s  her i,\vri. S l i e  law is :i;radii:ilIy coiii;~ig to 

i-egnrc1 \voman with r:ioi-e fnvor ;liid tu bcsto\\- ~il)i;ii her 

the  right of / IL)~L'CJ '> .tRat L,she  lins n ridht ior her lii~tiriit 
to one third O E  the  propertj- in l:md helcl 11\- hcr l i r i ~ i ~ x i d  at 
his death. 



nith the maidservai~ts of the  household. Mistresses in 
the o!cien times did not  100k L I ~ O ~their rnaids ac hirelings 

y n ~ o r t h )of sjrnpathy or help. W e  may learn from a 
Glcek nuthor hom a lady WS expected to treat her ser-

;. l ~ t si1i azcient time> husband and his yoiing n i f e  are&"'L 

tail,inq o\ er l-ioiischold matters just after their marriage : 

J . " Rut there is one of the  duties belonging 
t~ ;;OLI V-l~icl-i,~ e r h a p s ,  will be more painful to you than 

3i1~-other, rianiely, the  care of your servants when they 

sie ill." 

, " Sn)-,  that d l  1x2 most plcasing to me of all 
~ I J -cluties if onlj- my  servants will be grateful when I min-

ay , ister rightly to tlienr and will love me better." 

IiitsOi~nd " You will i iaw other duties that you willtc 

Iikc better. \T'hcii o11e of your hanclmaidens does not 

, kiicin. h o n  to rpiii )-o:i U-ill teach her, and niiike her twice 
tilc girl she Tins ; or wiien one is ignorant of housekeeping at 
~ C ~ L I.i~.il!tcac11 her hon- to ninnage a house and rnake her 
i i i t l i f ~ ~ , l;ind n?istressliiic, and every way worthy." 

of 

.hc Fron? this dialoguc T\-e learn thrit iri Greece n-iore than 
lot n\-c thoric2nti yenrs ago the niistress of the house took a 

dci'p pci-son;il intci-est in the wcilfare and happiness of her 

sci.v:mts, a r d  t h t  she was boiliid to them by ties of love 
ion 1 t In  qrdzr th:it she miglit be better served she 
izn tricii to n ~ : ~ l i e  her se r~ i in t s  noble arid good. 
;i111 Xi'e iuiist coiifess that in our on-n rlay there is no such 

'he Iinp~i! i.c!,it ioii csjsting bctn-ecn mistress sncl inaid. The 
to mistress usunlly tliinks her ciutj- is endet1 when she has 

nie p i d  her srr-i-ant the w,\'riges, and the servant is careful to 





TEE GOVERNMENT OF THE SCHOOL 

rn- T:le school should be pervaded by a spirit of lioaesty and  truth-

lat  hiness.  It sIiov.ld irispire its pupils with a ina~ilj-resistance 
tr:npta:ions to deceive or be false." -E. E. White.  

to all 

nt. 
ire Pupils should know Something of School Government. -
he For stxeral years you have uttended school, and 11-hile in 
sre schoo; you have found that you are under a go~ernniei i t ;  

eil that >-oll cunnot clo as you please ; that tcachers aiid school 

all officcri regulate Tour condlict in many 11-ays. This gov-

be. ernment of the school, in the lives uf young people, is 

eir xiest in importance to the g o ~ e r n m e n t  of the family. T h e  

:Ti- present happiiiess, as 7,:-ill as the future welfare of prrpils, 

th- depends in a large degree upori hov: the school wl~icli they 

ice attend is gowrned. Pupils, therefore, should understand 

?f soii~ething of the nature of school government. If you 
\i-ill s tudy this subject carefully, you i d l  understand your 
teachers better, and your school life iuay therebj- be made 
pleasanter. Yery frequently trouble arises in a school-

rooin merely because teachers and pupils do not under- 
stanc each other. 

The School District. -You are sent to school in order 
that you maj- acquire rrseful ki10~1-Jedge, arid that your 
mind maj- I;e trained to  think right1~- upon questions 
that  nlay arise in your life. T h e  State provides for you 

29 



schools which you may ntteiicl frei: of tost. I t  does this 

in that you may grow 111) t~ be iritcliigent citizzns, 
Ignorant citizens are a source of danger to a stritt. In  

that children may attend school, ~ c h o o l h o u s ~ ~  Cers 
are built at  convenieiit distanccs from each otlier in rlll P""": 

of the  country. I t  is rare that a child lives niore \ITiti-
than three rniles from a school. \T'hell a school is to  bui?i 
be eStriblished, a portion uf tcrritory \\-it1-i definite bouii- f uel, 
dar-es is laici off as a School Diatrict. S e a r  the ccnxer mnk 
of this district is built the schoolhoiise. In  a thinlj- pop~l- cizcl; 
lated eommunity the school inriy h a x  but onc tcacher mcl 
but tlventy or thirty pupils. 1x1 a t11ickl)- populated dis- SC', ; 

trict, as in a city, a single school niny Iiavc tweiitp or more slick 
teachers clnd a tlioumnd or more p~ii)ils. \\%ether siuall tiie 
or large, the School District is the unit of school govzrn- trict 
ment. h a i1-

School Officers. -At  thc hcad of the so\-crnment of the tl.at 
School District is a body oE officials ~1.1ioce duty it is t o  righ 
appoint the  teaclier and supcrvise the nffairs of the school. cnl) 
This g o ~ e r n i n g  bocly is kno\vn bj- different riames in clif- cerr 
ferent States. I n  some States it is cnlied thz  Schoc~l the! 
Committee, ancl is elected each year bj- the voters of the da)-

School District. In  other States it is called the 1Soard of T h i  
School Trustees, and i s  not elccted but is appojiited by 

some authority above it. Soiiietimes the go.i-erriing body 
is callecl the Board of School llircctors: somctimes it is 
called the Board of Education. I n  a f e ~ r  States it is 
called the Board of School l'isitors. In  nll the Statcs 
every public school has a sct of officers, -whatever thcy 
may be called, -who exercise a ver! closc 2nd a \-er>; 



complete clirectioa of its affairs. I n  other words, every 
school has its governors and its govcrninent. 

Powers and Duties of School Officers. -The school offi- 
cers of the Disti-icl havc at  their disposal for school pur- 
p x s a  w r a i n  amount of 111o11ey raiscd by taxation. 
Il'ith this money they pay the salary of the teachers, 
l,ui?cl arid repair schoolhouses, furnish the schools with 

fuel, furnitiii-e, nmps, boolis, and othcr suppliec. They 
- ,-,iiLikc rulcs tos the governmcrit of tcachers, ancl usually 

dzclnre what stiidics s h d l  be taught. S h c y  may make 
riiles for tiic goiernmeiit of pupils it they choose to do 
so! altliough gcni:rall!- they allow the tcachers to make 
si;ch riiles. 111:lil i1nport;iiit n-iatters relating to the school 
riie t ~ z c h c r s  i i ~ u ~ t  consult the  school officers of the Dis- 
trict. For  csnn-iple, a tcachcr inay send an unruly pupil 
h o m ?  for a short tiinr, biit he canriot expcl the  pupil; 

;e t ? ~ tis, he ~ai1110t :alte sway from the pupil entirely the 
t o  right of c o i x i ~ gto the school. 1% pupil can bc espelleil 
>I. cnl:; n-ith tk,e consent ( ~ fthe school officers. These offi- 
if- Cers deterinine the hours of opcning nnd ciosing scliools ; 
CI1 thep f i ~the lengtlis of rccesses; they clecide when a holi- 
1e da)- may bi: giveii ; they care for the health of the pupils. 
,f Thus we sec they play a most iinportant part in the goxL 
1)' criirneiit of thc school. 

The Teacher. -S e x t  to the  school officials in the go3;-
eriiment o f  the school coincs the tcacher. So fa r  as the 

1 ~ p i l sare conccrned, the tcacher is the real head of the 
school. 'The cluty of the teacher is t ~ o f o l d ,  -he must 
teach, and he miist govern. A s  there can be no good 

teaching 11-here tlieri: is not gcwd governn~ent,  the teacher 



habits in bis p i i~~ i l s .I n  order to do this, he  usually 111al;~~ 
~ e tof i-~ilec for the guidailce of the school. I i  these 

rules are iust nnd reasonable, the pupils must obey them. 
If a p ~ ~ p i lrefiises to obey ri pi-opcr he may bc pun. 

isl~ec! for his disobedicnce ; if he  persists in disobcying, he 
"121. be expiillcd irom the srhool. IVhat are some of the 
rules th2.t a tcacl~er ixay nlnlie and that pupils mrist obey ? 
I n  the next lessoi~I TI-ill mentioil a fen  of those rules that 

aIi:y
judgesiiil coui-ts of law have fo~ilcl  reasoiial~le ancl have 
upheld teachei-s in enfoi-cing. T h e  rulec that u-ill be men-

R
tionecl are such as no piipil can safely disobey. 

1. 

QL'ESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL THOUGHT 

I .  D o  !-ou h o i v  tiie So~inciarici of !-our School Ilistrjct? Draw a 
map of tlie distri8::! locating ~i!ic whoo1l:ouse. 

z .  AIay a pu?il liviiig in one Scliool District attentl scliool in an. 
other ? 

3. Kame tlle nic1nbei.s of youi- Scli001 Coiuiuittee. 
4. In some States WOII I~I :  ins) sei--e as school •áfiicei.c. Da n-oii-ien 

se-:.e as cchoo: oflicers i i i  your State? 
5. Draw up a forma1 petition ackirig !.oi:r Scliool Committee to pur-

cliase soiiietliii~g tlint !-our scficiol neecls. 
6. 1s a piipii oii liii n-ay to o; fro:~-ixliool ~incler tlie go1-ernment oi 

the school oi under the gover!iii~eiit oi  liii parenti ? 
7. 111 nliat suljjectc are tcnclierc required to 1)a-i.i an esaniiilation 

before tliey are prrmitted to tcacii? 
8. Iin.igine 5011 are a sclicol o5cer and ~ i : ca lctter appointing 

a teachei ; a letter zccepting a tcacliei-'s I-e.;igi-in:ioii. 

9. J)ri?w LI- resoiiiti:~~~.; for t i ~ e  tieatli of a cchcoi- expi-cii;!-g ioi-I-o~;. 
mafe c>rteac!i~r. and spipathy fol- tlie relatives. 
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..Tlie seven caidinal virtues of the sclioo~ a re :  reg~larity.puilctu-nat 
ali :~.ni-atness, accui-acy! cilence, industry, and obedience." 

1r.e -E. E. Whf t e .  
en-

Rules that Pupils must Obey : 

L 1. P i @ i / ~  m i s t  mt bc Sa?@y.-"Tardiness is 

a dircit injnry to thc n-hole school. T h e  confusion o; 
h~ri-\-ifigto S C Z ~ S ,gatheririg together of books, etc., by 
trcidy ?lies, at c. time n-ilen all should be at  study, cannot 
ii,i; to impecle the progress of those ~ v h o  are regular and 
pioimpt in attcndmce. T h c  ruii: requiring prompt ancl 
rcgular attmci:rncz is deiliaiided for thc  good of the whole 
S G ~ O ! .  It is t h e r e f ~ r sa rule for the government of the 
ichool, aril nliist be regardzd as proper and reasonable.'' 

KCZEII.  P?l$.iOz'!~ G O ? L ~ / ~ C ~  $7.0pt?~(J'71~:i~d ~ / ~ c ~ / z s G ~ ' F s  iL'h~~6' 

SrLro/. -" Henrj- 1-1- v:as expelled from school by 
t he  Coii-mittee of Rockport, M-, for rtcts of misconduct, 
~ h i c l i  consistzd of nhispering, laughing, acts of plapful- 
ness and ruclencss to other pupils, inattention to study, 
and conduct tending to .cause confusion and distract the 
a tki t ioi i  of other scholnrs from their studies and reci- 
tations." Henrj- tl-io~ght the espulsioil was unjust, and 
broiight suit agaii~st tlie Cornmittee. The  j d g e  who tried 

L h , ,  ;X ! I\-' -- 3 33 



decided in fsvor of the  Comniittee. 
6e IZtgz~ht?i 7 2  A ~ ~ P ? L C ~ ; Z I Z C L , .RULE111. ( j l l $ i [~  S ~ O Z L I ; ~  -

Pupi!s rnay not be allowed to rerilaiii absent from school 
TVitho~lt satisfactory escusz. They  niay be requircd to a 
bring writteil excuses for absence. On this rule 3 juclge, 
ilcii\~ering an opiilion in court, saicl: "Continiied or re-

perited absences of onc of a class is not orily iiijurious to 
the  absentcc but, if aliowed beyoncl a certain point, is 
ca1cui;ited to demorrilizc those who attend and derange the  
orderly instriiction of the teacher." Notice that  the jiidge 
TV3S not so niuch interesteil in the  boy who n-as absent as 
he was in the pupils who were regular i;i their attendaiice. 
I t  is the  welfari: of a whole school, ancl not the welfare of 
3 singic Person, thrit niuct be consiclcred when malting :L 
rule for the  govcrnment of pupils. I n  what ways does 
abxi ice  interfere tvith tlic gencral work of the  school? 

RCLI: I\?. PIIPIIS B Z Z I S ~uot P/rzy Y;Ij,/~rz?~t.- I17hen n 

child thrit has been sent to school by its prrrents does not 
come to schooi, it comrnits truincy, and this is an  offense 

agriinst good school government. I11 some States and iri 
many cities trunnt officers are employecl to fnllon- iip 

truants and bring them to school. Sriiancy is a grnvc 
fault, and pupils mho commit it are liablc to  get  theiu- 

selves into s e r i o c  trouble. A judge in 3 Court of lan. is 
ncually severe with truants. iIihat does the  truant lose 

by r m a i n i n g  away from school l T1Vhat dozs the school 
lose ? 

RCLE V. Pnpils m z l ~ t $ ~ ~ s ? ~ e  the Pjfesci-ibrd Crini-sf of 
Sz%tiirs. -Every school has, or ought to have, a regular 



rlle greatest confusioil. S o  two woiild select exrictly the 

Same stuclies. Xeithei- cari pupils be a l l o ~ e d  to choose 

tlle C-lass in which they are to rccite. Hoth their stuclies 
aricl their ra-nk in school must be M t  to the  ciecision of the  

teacliei-. LYoiild you rather be in a class xhei-c the worli 
Tvas too casy for you, or in 3 class where the werk \vas 

difficult ? 

Duties of Teachers arid Pupils. -S h e  few rules that 

have beeil giveri above arc such as  have bezn fouiicl ncces- 

sarji in all schools. Iii 311 schools childreil must bc punc- 

tual, thej- nmus bt: regular in their attendaiice, they must 

be o'occliciit, they must not piay truaiit, thcy must pursue 

the stuclics that are sclectccl 101- them. hinriy othcr ruies 

might be nientionecl, but more are not necessary. After 

all, a school is not made good by rules. A good school is 
one in wliich 120th teachcrs nncl pupils try clzy by day to 

do their ~futy.  \i7hat is ilieant by diity ? \\7hat is i t  to do 
one's ciuty ? You do >-oiii- duty whcn you do n h a t  your 
coiixience tells you is right, Sr\-  to find out \\-hat is 
right, and when you havc decicled I\-hat is right, act for 

the right, and you have done \-nur cluty. I t  is soiiictimes 
harcl to tell \\hat is right and \\-hat is wrong, but some 

things are pretty clear. I t  is perfectly clear that it is the 
d~i ty  of the teacher to do the following thirigs : 

( 1 )  SOprcpnre himself thorouglil~ in the subjects that 
he teaches. 

( 2 )  S o  11-ork hard for the advancernent of a11 his pupils. 



to extend to theni, whcnever he caii, hclp and sympathy. 
(4) T o  set an esample of right !i\-ing. X bad man 

cannot be a good teacher. 
( 5 )  T o  be punctual. A teacher cannot expect his pupils 

to be prompt if he  allows himself to l x  tardy. 
(6) T o  be careful of liis on-n health and oi the health 

of his pupils. 
(7) T o  train his pupils in such hahits as ~ i l l  make good 

men and n-omen of them. 

These are a few of the duties of a teacher. Yorx 
teacher has doubtlcsc thought much :ipoii the subject of 

his duty, and has pcrhalx rcad bonlrs i~poi l  thc  suhject. 
I t  n-ould not be strange if you h a x  thcxght ~-e:-)- little of 

your duty;  yet 3s piipils J-OLI hal-e I . ~ L I ~ -duties, and you 

ought to learn [\-hat they are 2nd trj- to fulfill them. A 
few of the  most iinportant duties of pupils ai-e : 

( I )  T o  obey cheerfully the five rriles that h a x  been 
stated. 

(2) T o  avoid viasting their own time or the time of 
their fellow-pupils by 11-hispering, paising ilotes, or il-~ali-
ing mnecessary noises in the  schoohoin .  

(3) T o  be kind and rilspcctful to their teachers and 
schoolmates. 

(4j T o  be truthful in all things. 
(5 )  T o  be loyal to the school and to support the teacher 

in his efforts tn improl-e it. 
(6) T o  he neat ai?d clean in dress x i d  Person. 
(7 )  T o  al-oid speaking ill of their classmates. 



(9,)To a~oic l  bearing tales. 
(10) To I-eirnh froin c~itt ing, marking, injuring, or de-

facin$ sch00l pr0p.X-t)-. 

(1 I) T o  o b c ~  all signals promptly. 
( 1 2 )  T o  conduct theinsel~es  properly on the way to 

a!lcl fiom school. 

These are, of Course, other duties besides those men-

tion<d above. In tl-ie schoojroom, as else~vhere, therc 
are coiistantiy arising qriestioi~s o i  duty that can only be 
set r !~~!by tnkiiig i ~ t o  consideration particulnr facts and 
circi:i;staiices. In  ail cascs, hovever, the rille is the  
Same e Do right, forzet sclf, 3rd do what ;-our conscience 
teils yoii to do. U? Eollon-ing the path of cluty a pupil 
d l  i . J p  to make his schooi \-;bat Jt ought to be -a plxcc 
n-jie~-ethe mincls anc! hearts of boys ancl girls are trained 
for the highest munhood and 11-oinaiihood. 





ull the stridy of these larger go\rernnients, in oidei- thnt we 
lila!- be ablc to understand our sitbject bcttcr, V,-e shalI 
have several lessons on the subject of citizcnship, and 

shall t r i  to learn what are our rights and duties as 

citizeilc 
Meaning of the Word '' Citizen." -Let 11s begin by 

the rights and privileges of an inhabitant of a city ; but 
the n-ord now nleans more than this. R c i t z ' z r~~is one who rs, 

XI, has the rights and pririleges of the inhabitants of a state 
or nation. As a member of the faniily yoii hnvc certain 

ie rights and cluties under the family government; as a 

:d member of a school you liax-e certain rights ancl duties 
ind der the gorernnlent of the school; and so, as oiie of the a 
i i ihabita~~ts a nation, you have certnin rights ancl dutics of 

7f 

~tnclei-the g o ~ ~ e r n m e n tof that nation. .% citizen of n coiin- L\' 
try is one born in that country. If J-ou were born in the 

I' 

United States, you are a citizen of the Vnited Stntcs. S h e  

11 
ra1;k of citizeil does not belong to  grown men alonc, for ,e 
11-omen nncl cliildren are as  truly citizens as men are. To  n 
be a citizen is simply to be a recognized mcniber of a com- , -
munitj-, anci the test of such meiiibership is bist11 ~vithin lt 

1-

,f Aliens. -But tliei-e are many peoplc among us n hn 
were not born in thz Unitecl Statcs. Thousands come to 

1. our shores ewry  weck fi-onl foreign countries. These 
foreigners are citizens of aiiother countrp, arid nre for 

C 
that leasoii called r r i z ' i r r s ,  the uord  r r i i c ~ znicaning n ~ e t h ~ i :  

Alieiis hax-e not so man) rights and pi-ivileges as citizeix 
e 



some States they are not alloi\-eci to hold land in their ox;vn 
name. A s  thej- are citizeiis of anothcr country it is not 

just that they should share all the privileges of citizens 
of this country. A person cannot be u citizen of two CM-
ferent countries a t  the same timc, 

Naturzlization. -1Ve have learned that aliens liviiig 
arnong us continuc to be citizens of the country in which 
they were born. Yet if they so desire the)- can be 11at~ral- 
ized, that is, they can be made citizeiis bj- a process of law 

\~ 

called ?~ntur~nl~i7tioiz.Befoie he ca11 be rintwulizecl, an 
alien must have lived fix years in this coantry. 11'hen an 
alien wishes to be riaturalized he must first go into sonie t 

Court of law and declare upon oath before a jiidge t hn t  h e  

intends to become a citizen of the Cnitcd States. This is i 
called "declaring his intention." ,After be has declarcd 

3
his intention of becoming n citizen, he i-ri~l.st xi-ait t ~ o  
years, a t  the end of which time lic again goes before 

(the judge and swearc that he rcnounces his citizenship 
in the couiltry in which he was borii anil that he nill siip- 

port the Constitution of the Vnitzd States. If the judgs 
believes that he has resided in the riiited States for fiI-e 
years and that there is no fraud, the alien u-ill then ha1-i: 

conferred upoli him the distinction of being an Ameri-
can eil-izm. \Vnuld it be right to reqiiire tllat nlieiic, 
M o r e  they are naturalized, shoulcl rcad the Constit~~tioll  
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llim, If a citizen is threatcnetl harm by a pzrson, hc  may 

have thc olle \vho threatens hin1 taken before a magistrate 
alld hOund ~ v i t h  suretics to keep tlie peace. If the health 

of citize~ls ic threatened bj- come nuisancc, as  by poisonoris 
fiinies fronl a factory, or by a careless accuiuulation of 
filth, the citizcn may call upon thc government to have the 
iiuissnce removed or nbatcd. In  tliesc aiid in ixany othcr 

1v2-y~ the go~ernrnen t  carcs for the  personal safety arid 
happiness of the  citizen. T h e  goverament ~\.il! also c1efei:d 
the  reputation of its citizens. If a person slanclei-s yoii, 

that is, talks nbout you in such 2. \my as to injure your 
good nrriiie ancl loner 1-orir standing in thc communit!~, you 
may call upon the goreriiment to  defend you arid piiniih 
hin1 who slandiirs you. If \\-hat is said about you is true, 
you caii, of course, do nothing. 12 person whose conclurt 
is \\.hat it ought to be will liave biit littlc to fear from 
slander. 

Personal Liberty ; Habeas Corpus. -Ar-iother right thnt 

all citizcns cnjol- is the  right of persorial liherty. RJ-this 
is iucaiit t he  right to move ahout fi-eely fiom plnce to 
place ~vitbout bindrance, to choose a place of I-esiclencc, 
to engage in n-hate1-er occupation olle ilia)- see fit, to wor- 
ship in the cburch of one's choice, aild to speak aiici 1,ririt 

olle's thoughts. Of  course ~ ~ - h i i e  1-ou are uncier the  charge 
of y o ~ l r  parents you cannot eii jo~- this right so fully as you 

lviil \vhen you shall come of age. T l ~ erigilt of personal - .  
hbert\- is olle of the  most valuable rights that  free lileil 
I'ossess. 111 olden times a p o ~ e r f u l  iuail could thron. 211 
humble man into a dungeoil and keep Ilim there a s  loilg 



i l l  
,s he desired. I n  our day siich a wroilg cannot be in-

Y fiicted upon a citizen. x o  citizen can be  imprisoned by 
e a private person, nor caii any oiie be  impriconecl a t  all 
h 

I S 

)f 

e thing of this famous writ, for it is the greatest safeguard 
'r of p ~ r s o ~ ~ dliberty. L e t  LIS sec what the  writ of habcns 
d coq i t s  is and what it does for the  citizeil. Suppoce you 
d are thron-n into prison rrnjustly, or that  yoii are  confined 
1, in some placc against your 11-ill; hon- shall you get o u t ?  
r somzboc1)- 11-ho is intcrestecl in J-oi:, perhaps it X:-ill be a 
U 
 lall-!-er, ~ i l l  go a t  once to a judge of a Court ancl asli that  
h you bz taken o ~ i t  of prison immediately and brought before 
t a judge in orcler thnt your cacc niay be  hearcl. The juclge 
t is boulid to grant tlzis reyiiest, lie is bound to h a x  you 
1 brought Defore him at  once. He, therefore, a t  oiice issues 

ofa ~ ~ i - i t  hn2irtz.c co7jhi1.r. This  writ is an oi-der to t l : ~  
t sheriff, or whoevcr it is that  keeps J-ou in coniiiiement, to 
i brii;g you as soon as pocsible. bcfore the  coui-t. \I7hen 
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21-e brought bcfure thi.  j:iti:_>e, ancl it is iouncl thnt yoii 
J arz iii:iii~ent i:f crime, !.ori nre restored to Tour frcedom. 

If the jnr!ge should find tliat there is goocl rcnsoil for your 
imprisoni-nent, he n-iI1 send J-ou bnck tu jail to an-ait L: 

r 1 Thus  iyi: sce that  the  n-i-it :if hrrbi-ns corpns 
L gi\-cs qaick relief to a 13erson who has bcen unjiistly ini- 
I prionctl. I11 times of x i r  or grcat  puhlic danger,  this 

w i t  1i1:ii7 ?x.rii.rpi.ndi.,J, niitl 11-hen it is suspentlcd a citil.cn 



The Right of Private Property. -A citizen has the 
right to hold property in his own narnte, and the goi-ern- 
ment must protcct hiin in the cnjoyment of this property, 
If any one atteinpts to deprive a man of that which he 
lawfully owns, the goi-ernment will conie to the aicl of the 
olv11er and xil l  punish thc offeiider. If a mob b i m s  down 

a house, or in some other n-ay clestroys propei-ty, thc gov-
ernment will malte good the loss to the on-rier. It  is tile 

duty of the government to protect propert- ,  as it is its 

duty to protect life and li0erty. Besidcs the  right to cn jo j  
in peace the property hc o\t.ns, the citizen lins the right to 

acquire nlore property by la'uor or bv t r a d ~  or '04- the 
exercise of hic talents. This riyht of acqiiiring property 
is sometirnes abused. In  the purccit of n-calth a man hrrs 

no rnoral right to disregarcl the just rights of othzrs. T o o  
often men think only of themselves niid do not hesitate to 
take for thernsell-es what in strict right belongs to so~~:e  

one else. But no truly good citizen -n-ill do this. L\ good 
citizen will f o l l o ~  the rule : Kerlder uilto others their clue. 
We cannot all be rich, 5ut we can all be honest and just. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL THOUGHT 


I .  A farmer shot  ancl seriously injui-e<ln boy niio TTAS iii llis tree 
stealing chestiiuts. Could tlie farrner lia; e breri ;>iiiiiii-ied t<,rthi i  ac:? 

2 .  1s tliere full enjoyrne~it of all civil rig1it.l in  T-QUI- co:iiiuuriit;- i 
3. 111 nhnt  way niay tlie nensp3pei.s a l~uce  the -freedo~ii of tke 

press "? 
4. W h a t  is ineant iby religious liljeriy '' ? 
5. Discuss the espression. Li\-e arid let live," 



CITIZENSHIP (Continued) 

\VHO ARE VOTERS 

b- l -o te rs  are the uncmnried kings nho rule tlie nation."- ~Ilougan. 

The Right o l  Siiffrage. -Civil rights, we have learned, 
are thure i-ights cnjoj-ecl bj? all citizens, old and young, 
rich accl poor, eclucated aild ignorant. Political rights are 
e n j o ~ c d  only bj- those citizcns T\-ho are old enough and 
vise cnough to csercise ther.1 properly. The greatest 
pliticri1 right oi citizeris is the right of suffrage. I t  has 
becii saii; thnt the ~ ~ o r ds~~$"mj>.roriginally meant a piece 
oi a b-oken pot, and that in olden times a man was voted 
for by casting for hin1 potchercls, or pieces of broken pot- 
t c r ~ ,  TI/T-+ may 'ue the origin of the n-orcl sufi~~n,oz,T -

the right of suffrnge is the right of voting. Voters are 
sometini~s ml!ecl i~l~~cl ' i i i -c ,that is ch osiiFs. To vote is to 
express 3 chaicc for this or that man for an office, or for 
thc erinctinent of this or that law. ll'hat citizeris are 
vuters G T  eiectors ? iljns~i-ersto this question will be differ- 
ent in the different Stutes of the Ynion. In  el7ery State, 
hcn-C:-er. there are certnin qualifications, certain inarks of 
fitnecc, rcqujrecl oi a citizen before he can esercise the  
right to \-ote. These clualificatioils are : 

( i )  &-I,p.-To be a voter one n ~ u s t  at  least be twenty-one 
years of age. Tt is thought that a person jounger than 
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eyei1 thoiigh he owns no pi-operty at all. 11s a few States 
thert: is a pol1 tax -~isually a sinall tax of oize or two 
dollars-that e x r y  male citizzn of age miist pay, 110 

matter how poor he  iizay be. If this pol1 t a s  ic not paid, 
the riglit to vote ic withheld. If we escept this pol1 tax,- 
arid even it is fast dying out, -thc 1-ight to vorc is @\-eil to 

all 11-ithout aiiy erpcnse.  Soiiictiiiies n-e h e x  people say 

that 110 olle shorild bc a l lon~c i  to sote  unless he  0 n . n ~soine 

propertj-. Do you agree \T-itli such pcopIe ? 
( 3 ' )  Ziduc t t t r 'o i~ .- In  izearly all tlie States the  right to 

vote is gi\-eil to tlie ignorant as ~ s e l l  as to thc cduc~ttcd.  X 
persoii niay not be ahlc t u  rtxcl or write hic name, ancl yet  
miy votc. Of corrrse such 3 person seltlom 61io1\-s I\-hat 
he is cloirlg ; he cnniiot malte an intelligent choice : he  

sotcs zitlicr- blind1)- or :rs soine one tclls hiin. Se\-eral 

Statzc dcinancl that  a citizeil sliall be  able to r e d  aiid 
rvritc before he  is allon-ed to vote. 

Persons who may not Vote. -There  ure several c l a s e s  
of nzen nlzo inay not vote, althoiigh they are old ciio:igh 
a d  haxe l iwd  in the  State ai; long as is rec1riired by law. 
Such iieople al-e : 



(2) C~imitznls.-A criminal, that is, a Person who has 
been convicted of theft, or muriler, or arsoii, or some otlier 
crime, is not alloned to vote. I•’ 3 man ha i  been in. 

prisoned for crime, and has been lawfully pardoned, the 
right of suffrage is restored to him with his frecdoin. 

(3) Jdzots. -Idiots, luiiatics, and imbeciles are not al. 
lowed to vote. 

(4) Pn@ers,- A s  a rule paupers supported in an a 1 1 ~ ~ .  
house a t  thc expense of the public are not alloned to xote 

Registration. -For  one who has the rigbt to vote and 
wishes to exercise his right, the  first ~ t e p  to be talicn is to 
get his narne registered. I n  e:er)- clection district thcre 
is a Board of R e ~ r i ~ t m : x ,consisting- of t x o  or more prr-
sons, whose diity it is to make out a list of the  namcs of 
all citizeiis in the  district who have a right to vote. O n e  
wishing to io te  must appear before the  Re,'.rristrars scxeral 
weeks be•’ore electioii da)- and state his namc, lige, birrh-

place, where he lives, and what his occupation is. If the  
Registrars find that he has all the qualificitions of a voter, 
Iiis name will be enrolled upon the X-oting iist -he x~ili  be 
registeredl 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL T H O U G H T  

I .  Wouid it be 17-ise for tlie Stnte i i i  n-liich you live :o pass a IJrr 
(if it Iias not already clone so) req>.iiriiig t!irit citizeiii s!i;ill lje able to 
read and \\.rite beiore tliey sliall be givei? rlic rigiit cj i  siiliix:,.~? 

2 .  LTl~atwould be the adraiita,gei of uoiiinr~ suttragel I\-liat T\-ouid 
be tlie disadmntages? Ai-e wci/;cd;z ?c i t i ~ e n s  

3.  For what  reason is the riglit of voting nithlield fi.oiii paupers? 

Registration is not requireil i n  the States of Iidiana, Orcgori, Xexv I lamp-
shire, Arkansas: ancl TJ-cst Virginia. 



+ir Incliai~sarid Chinese, lix-ing iri tlie United States, allowed 
3 '  

1- to vote? 
6 .  In nliat lai-ge cit! of the United States do the inhabitants have e 

no X ote l 



" Tlie proudest iio\v is hiit iny peer, 
'I'iie liigliest not morc high ; 

To-day of all tlie .\ve:;r!- year, 
12 king of ii1e:i ain I .  

'.To-da!, alike are great and siuall, 
Tlie naincii-ss anti the I<non-n; 

hIy palace is tlie people's liall, 
Tlie ballot box nij- throne! " - I.I h i f i i c~ .  

At the Polk. -On electiois day every good citizen 
should go to the palls and vote. The polls is simply a 

room mhere several election officers, kilo\vn as Judges of 
the I.)lcction (sometimeb called hloclei-ators) aiicl Clei ks 
of the Elcction, mzet for the purpose of receiviilg m d  
cou~iting thc ballots of the voters of an election district. 
When a lo ter  enters the polls, he  gives his natne to the 

Judges, nho have tlie registration list beforc them IThen 
his name is foiind on the list, it is checkecl off, ancl an  
envelope coiitaining a hdiot  is givell to hilll A hz/!ot is 
a slip or sheet of papei- upon nl-iich are PI-inted the names 
of the grcat political pnrties arzd the Iianies of the candi- 

dates for election. S h e  voter takzs hii l~allot and passes 
iiito a sinall booth nhere  he cnniiot 11e seen by aily o11e 
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was then tried. B>-this method thc  roter Cast his bnllot 

before the judges and bystririders in such an Open ivav 

that any one ivho desirccl could sec how he had voted. 
This led to hiiiieiy, h S L I ~of moriej- K O U ! ~  be given the 

voter for roting in a certriin anti the n ~ a nn-ho gave 
him the nioney n-oulcl follou; hiin up to the polls, and 
tvatch hin1 to see that he votecl the Jvay he was paid to 

vote. The  open ballot slso led to intimidntioii. The 
voter was frequently alrnid to \-ote the way he n-ould !:ke 
to, lest he might offcnc! an emploj-er or some onc ehe 
whom he  could ill afinrcl to offend. For  such reasons as 
These voting by open ballot grew unpopular, ancl the  
Australian or secret bliilot systern 11-3s aclopted. This 
system has its disadnntages.  1: does not encourage men  
to come out openly anci fearlessly 2nd announce tlieir 
convictions. Under thr  secret bnllot lan a man by g ~ l i r d -
ing his tongue and not lettiilg nny one k n o ~  h o ~ v  he votes, 
may deprire the community of the influence of his ex-
ainple. I t  would be hcttci- if we could always know h o ~  

good citizens vote. Th? great poirit in fa\-cir of the secret 
ballot is that it helps to clo a x t y  with b r i b q - .  Vncler thc 
Australian System it is of little use to g i ~ ethe votcr 
money to vote in a certain way, for thei-e is no way to 

f o l l o i ~him up anct see if he votes 2s he proiilises. If the 
secret ballot docs p r e ~ e n t  bribery, then every State ought 
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j to have it, for bribery is one of the worst er-ils in politics. 
A~i man ~ h ogives a bribe to his fellon--citizen, not only 

r debriscs ;hat citizzn, but he debauches society. X bribe 
giver is ;i. p~iblic enen~\- .  \'\'hat shali we s3y of a bribe 

taker. 1s lie bettcr or worsc than a bi-ibe giver ? 

Couating the Vote ; Xajority - Plurality. - Immedi-
ately nfter the p l l s  are closed the counting of the votes 
bt.gi!is. S h e  coiinting is clone openly in the presence of 
a numbsr of pcopie S h e  cnncliciatt: n-ho gets tbe largest 
number of X-otes is declarzd elected. Sometimes a m z -
J"7i0, of the votes is rzquired to elect. 13y a majoritj- is 
meant more than half ol n!l the votes cast. I t  often hap- 
pens n-hcn there are thrce or more candidates for the  
samr o s c e  that 110 one gets a majority of 211 the votes. 
In such cnses the on2 n-ho gcts the highest number of 
votzx is the successful candid:ite, although that number 
is less than half. Eiection by tht: highest nuniber of votes 
is callzcl " Eiection bq-$l?~mli~f4i." In  some States a candi-
date rnust get a niajorit!- of votes, or he cannot be declared 
elected. Tlius, in the Stnte of Connecticut, the  candidate 
for goyernor must receive a majority of the  votes cast. If 
no onc receiies a majoritj., the election of a governor is 
left to the legislature of the State. 

The Right of holding Ofnie. -Bcsicles the right of choos- 
ing officers to concluct governmznt, it is the  right of the 
American citizen to hold office. T h e  business of govern-
ment requires the seriice of a very lnrge numher of people. 
In the counties there must be road commissioners, school 
trustees, tnx collectors, sheriffs. I n  a city there must be 
a major and councilmen and a very long list of officials. 



arid the legislature with its senators aiid delegates. In t 

the natioi~ there is the PI-esident n-ith his cabinet und 
thousands of assistants. It would take many pages 
nlerely to naine the  different offices of the different gov- 
ernments. Now it is the boast of the Aiuerican citizen 
that, no matter \\-hat his rank mau be, he has the right to 
holcl any of these offices. Xny boy born in the  United 
States inay hope to become President. I t  is true that 
only four or five of the  millions of young Americans now 
h i n g  can ever be President, yet it is also true that those 
boys who will be our future Presidents nlay come from 
the lower walks of life. l 4 e  have hacl as  President of t h e  

United States a man whose early occupation was that of a 

tailor, aiid who did not leai-11 tn write until after he was 

mariied. I t  is a great honor to be chosen to a position 
of trust and power by one's fellow-citizens, The  great 
trouble is inen often do mean and dishonest thiilgs to get 
into office, aild then nfter they are in the  office they clis-

grace it by their selfishness and corruption. I t  should be 
the  ambition ol every Rrnerican youth to be ~vorthy of 
office. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL 'THOUGHT 

I .  Smi th~  Jones, arid Bronn are caridic!ates for an  office. Smith 
gets jooo rotes: Jones 3000 v o t e ~ ,and Bron.11 3000 rotes. Does Sinith 
get a niajority o i  a piurality of ro tes?  TVliat is tlie sinaliest riuriiber 
of \-otes that woiild elect in tliis case if a iiiajority n.ere rec~uirccl? LViiat 
does the \mrd mino~ifymean? 

3. Lkcuss  the evi! etfects of brj'uer!. 
3. \$*km said :'I \iould i-atlier Le riglit tllan be Presitleiit " ?  

4. Sliouid tlie officeseek tlie man. or tlie n i i n  t l ~ e  ofice? 



5. T)O know any ccanclidates for oii'ice? Are tliey meii bell quaii- 
fied for tlie positions tliey are seeking? 

6. .:X weapoii tliat co~nes  clonn as still 
Ac silo\~iiakes fall upoii tlie socl ; 

But execiitec a freeii~aii's will 
Ac liglitning does tlie nill of God." 

iv.l;hatis tlie Ivcapoii " ?  ?iIeinorize the qiiotntioii. 
7. Eound the election district or precinct in ~ ~ l i i c l i  you Lve. 
8. Secure, if you can, a I~allot used at  an election, and inark it as 

vou noulrl if you I\-ere goiiig to rote. 
g. Lliscuss metliods of pi-eventing bribery. \Vould you vote for a 

man vlio xould give lxibec? 
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CITIZENSHIP (Concluded) 

DUTIES O F  CITIZESS 

Do v h a t  conscience S:~J.Sis riglit. 
Do n h a t  reason sal-sis Ixst ,  
DO nitli all !.our mind aiid iiiight, 
Do J O L I ~I!@ anti be blcst." 

A Few Words about Duty. -For several lessons w e  

have been discussing the n''/Iti of citizens ; in this liisson 
we shall speak of a f e v  of the rfutic's of citizens. it'e are 

all inclined to think too much of our rights and too little 
of our duties. IVe shoiilcl ncl-er forget that for every right 
we enjoy there 1s a corresponding cliity. X right has becn 
called the reward of a cluty fu!fil!d, arid this is the  n-ay 
to regard duty. After  n-c have done our dutj-, then T\-e 

may claim our rightc ; after n.e have fulfilled the cluties of 
citizenship, xye may in good conscience claim our rights as 

citizens. Govcrrirnent cannot give to us more than n-e 
give to it. I • ’we are carelsss or seifish in respect to our 
duties to our government, Jve mzy be sure that it ~ i l l  not 
have so many blessings for us as it v - o ~ l d  h a ~ eif I1;e n-ere 

watchful and faithful in our cluty. Let  us noxxr learn \>-hat 
duty requires of all goocl citizeiis. 

Obedience t o  the Law. -Slie First diitY of a citizen is to 

obey the laws of his country. Without obeclience to l z ~  
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there can be no such thilig as good goirernment. IYhether 
in the home, in the school, or in the State, the violation of 
la~v is attcridetl x i th  sorue kiiid of punishrncnt. Vi'hen a 

law thii Stiite is brok211, he n-ho breaks it may be fined, 
that is, he 1xi>- be con?pclled to gi\-e up a suiu of money, 
or he maj- be iiiiprisoried, or he niay be both fined and im-
prisoncd. I n  the clise of miirder, he who takes the life of 
anothijr maj- bc conipelled to give u p  liis on-n lifc. H u t  I 
do ncit x~isti to hole1 up the punislirnents of the Ia\v before 
~""ii o d e r  to frightcn 1.0~1. I cio not ~ m n t  you to obey 
the 121~-simpiy bccat~se \-CU are afraid of the punishment 
that ~ o u l d .  Iolion- if you shoulcl break it. People who 
obiij- a Li!:- thi-ougli the sense of fear ai-e likely to break 
it if t hq - think thcy I\-ill not be c1isco~-ered. Such people 
are satisfied if tliey can keep out oi jail. I t  is agiiinst thc 

lax to gi\-2 3 man n:on-l;. for his vote ; yet how niany citi- 
Zens ~ i o l a t e  this In\\ simply bccaus: they run but little risk 
of being cletected and pui~ished!  A bribe giver is no less 
a crirninal because he cscnpes piinishment. Laws should 
be iibeyeii becniise it is a duty to obey them. I t  is our 
right to seek the protection of the lan-; it is our duty to 
clo the bidcling of ehe law. 

Defense of 0ne7s Country. -A most serious duty of the  
citizen to his gor-ernnient is to ciefend it against its ene-
mies. You boj-s ma\- at  soiiie time in your life be called 
11pori to take u p  ariiis arid fight for J-our country. If such 
a time sho:i!d conic, you should not flinch, but shoulcl go 
forth brrivelv to the battle fielcl, t,reuarecl to Iriv down 

or trj- to stir LI^ striie. T h e  good citizen will try to avoid 





bOOd govei-nmerit. This is why every citizen should take 

a part in politics. 
~ u t yof studying Political Questions. -Before you entcr 

p"iti~s, hon-es-er, you should malie a careful stucly of politi- 

qiiestions. There  are several great political paitizs in 

this countr):. If you n-ich to casi :ioiir vote to thc best 

advnntnge, you iilust X-ote for the caiidiclatcs and pi-inciples 
of 01x5 of these great partics. 13ut bcforii you cast your 
vote for ;i party, you shou!d learn n-hat tiiat party n-ishes 
to accomplish ; beforc J-OLI vote, you slioulcl kiioit- hat 

you are -iroting for. 
\frhilc yoii are at  school you may prepai-c youi-sei\-es to 

vote in an intelligent maliner ~ v h e n  you come of a3e. You 
ma!- do this in tn-o \X-ays, -by ~miliizgand by discsriissiorz. 
Kcad historj.. Yoii cariiiot understnizcl the lpreseiit l~i t l i -  
out  under-stailding the past. Kcati the Iivcs of grext ineil. 
The foundei-s of oiir goverriiiieiit wcre uiise!fish mcn. 
R e x l  \\-hat they rote x b o ~ ~ tgovernmcnt nnd learn n-hat 
they did for thcii- country. Kcatl tlie history of political 
parties and stucly thcir platforms. Rexd norks  upon gov- 
eiiil-ileiit. Rcad good newspapers ancl inform yourselvcs 
of the political questions of the dn j .  

liut rending i(; not erioiigh. lUoiig with reading must 
go discussio~i. Oiir govcriiment is founded upon free and 
opeii discussion. This is why citizens al-e giiaranteed 
freedom of speech. i3y talking 01-er a qiiestion in a goocl- 
iirrtrired way n-ith frierids we learii a iiuiiiber of thiiigs. 
111the first pl:ice, TYe lertrn iuoi-e almiit the qi:estioii iiiider 
discussion. 11'2 alinost alivays find th:it our friencl 1;noxi-s 



somethin; about it thnt wc did not know. Then we learn 
to express our thougi-its more clcnrly 311d forcibly. \Te 
lieycr kno\i- a thing \\.C!! i-nough uri:il \\.C can tzll it to 

some one eise. iliscussion also teaches us to h a m  respect 

for the opinions of other people ; rind this is very good for  
us. Above all, discussion is good b e c a u e  it leads to the  
truth. 

IIThcn there are a numbcr of people to take p r t ,  the 
best n-ay to coriduct 3 cliscusciori is througll tlie dcbate. 

QUECTIONS FOR O R I G I N A L  THOLiGHT 

I .  Can yoii name a war that n a s  a blesiiiig to riia~ikiiicl? One  tliat 
vias -iciirse 3 

2. JVould you f i g l i ~  for your counti.y, even if you tliouglit it was in 
tlie ni-oi?g? 

3. S l i o d d  n ricizen obey a bar1 lan ? IYlio l i a i l  juclge n-hetlier a 
1 . t ~is bad or  goocll 

4. Explain I i o ~  iingle v o t ~  lila? ~lccitle the resuli o i  a n  election. 
5 .  Wliat are soine ot'tlie tliiiigs a poiitician muct d o ?  



LESSOS XI1 

TAXATION 

tion to liis espense. propcrty. arid cori.iuiuption." -U. i1. L t i Z h .  

Government supported by Taxes. -In  this lesson we 
shall speak of a ciuty that alI cixizens must perform, -
the duty of paj-ing tnses to the government. I t  reyuires 
a m s t  amouilt of rnoney to ineet the espenses of govern-
ment. Salarizs hai-e to be paid tu officials, large public 
buildings hnve to be ercctecl, Pieetc and armies hnve to he 
fiited out, charities h a w  to be supported. S h e  money 
required for all this cornes from the pocltets of the  citizens 
whom the gox-ernment protects. Tlie government raises 
n1one)- by nieans of a Tax. X t t r x  is 3 suni of money col- 
lecteci from citizens for the support of the government. 
I t  is plnin that each citizen ouglit to be taxed according to 
hjs means. A rnan who is verp poor ought not to be com-
pclled to pnjr so much as a mnii who is very rich. Uet it 
is not easy to In?- tases justly. The  rule generally folloxed 
in Iaying taxes is thjs : Tases  are laicl on pl-5&7*~3l,and the 
more propeitj- 3 man owns, the  greater must be his share 
oi the tas. Property is of two kincls, 1-inZ $ri'opli& and 

J .z Real property consists of lancls and 
buildings and growing crops. Personal property is prop-
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pl:~ce; as horses, furniturc, money, b o n d ~ .  

Bow each Taxpayer's Share is Determined. - ii t u  
collector presents to your father a tax bill, calling for, let 
iis say, S33,je. Wo-W was this bill nlade out ? Hoxv was 

it determincd that y o w  fathcr should pay to tlie Support of 
the govcrnnient just 535 .jo,ilo more, no less ? Let  us try 

to gct an nns\ver to this question. 
Let  us supposc that ~ O L Ilive in a to~vn,anti that it is 

your towi1 gouerilnient that bas sent the  bill. T h c  fii-st 

step talteil is to determiile 11ow liiucli i ~ i o ~ i e y  needed.is 
I t  is fouiicl that the town iieecls 

For i1.i icliools, police, strects. vater xoi-li:,. a11d uilier cx-
peiises oi Son-11 Go\-ernnieiit . . . . . . . . . Sjo.030 

E'or tascs diie to t h e  Couiity (;ovei-iliilent . . . . . . . 6.030 
For tnies diic. to tlie Srate (;overninent . . . . . . . .$.o30 

-

Total ZIIIOU:IL of taxe.< to be raiietl . . . . . Sjo~ooo 

This Sjo,ooo must be paid by thc propei-ty on-ners of 
the town. In  ordei- to distributz the burclcri fnii-ly, officcrs 
called .iss~~ssa~:rvisit all thz houses aiid places of busineis 
in thz town, aiid placc upon every man's property what 
they think is a fair mluation. Thiis they find that X has 
a hoiise n-01th $3000 and furriiture \T-orth Sjoo,or prop-

erty ~ o r t hin ail S3500. 13 is fourid to own a factorj-
worth $75,000alid goods \I-orth S2j,ooo. H e  is, thereforz, 
assessed at  SIOO,~~O.L owns huilding lots xvorth S2ooo 
aiid horses and carriages woi-th Sjoo. C's property, therc- 
fore, is put don-11 on the *4ssessors' list at  Szjoo. D o ~ n s  
a little house \\~hich the Assessor thinks is worth S4oo; 



arid it escapes taxation. Your father's p ~ o p e i  ty, we nil l  
s l l~posc,is placed on the Assessors' list a t  Sr67;. 111 
this naq thc  va l~ ie  of the  propei-ty of e\ ery taxpaj CI- in 
tonn is estiniated by the  Assessors ancl put upon the  
assessn~eiit list. Hy adding togcthzr thc  foltunes of ii, 
13, C, L>, etc., the entire xalue of all thc  pr<:perty in the 

towii is fo~riid. I.et u b  suppose that  this amounts to 
~ ~ , ~ O O , O O O  amount to be iaisccl YOLI reniember thnt t h ~  
by tauation is S ~ O , O O O  i\'on. if pi opei ty n01th S?, 500.000 

must pay S50,ooo in taxes, ploperty n o i t h  oiic dollir must 
pay t n o  ceiits in taxes. Every i-iiaii in the tonn ,  thele- 
fore, must p y  t n o  cents in t a w s  for evciq dollar's nortl i  

he  oniis. This  tmo centi, or a ' /c ,  or 02 isof ~ J ' o I I ~ I - ~ ~  

calied the rate of taxation. 

-4 will pay . . $3.500 X .OZ . . $70.00 iii tares, 
H uil l  pay . . ~co.ooo X .OZ . . ~ 0 0 0 . 0 0in tares. 

You now see why your father's tax bill is S33.50. 
The Collection of Taxes. -After  the A ~ s e s s o r  comes the 

7 i r x  CoZiirto?: This ofiicer coliects the trrses from the 
o\\-ners of p rope~- t~-aiicl tums  it ovcr to the treasui-y of 
the ton-n government. Tl-ic To~vi i  Treasurer sei~tls to 
tiie Coiinty Treasurer the s1ia1-e that belo~igi; to t h ~  
county, and to the State Treasiircr the sl-iare that  beloiigs 
to the State, and I-etains what is left for the espensec of 
tlie town go\-ernment. iVhen a iiiaii ref~ises or iieglects 
to p q 7  his tas, the lnw will compel hin1 to pay. T h e  T a s  

Coilector must collect the taxes, even if he is obligecl to 
scll tlic property to get theni. \Yi1?11 land is sold for 



LESSOSS IT CZVICS 

taxes, the oT,Trner may regain the land by paying to the fi 

purchaser \\-ithin a specificd tirnc the a ~ ~ ~ o u n t  of the taxes bt 

with interest. tk  
Exemption. -This worcl means " freedom from a bur- fr 

den ur Charge.'' Certair. kinds of property are frec from 
the burden of taxation. Thuc, churches, czmeterics, scliool- 

t< 

houses, free libraries, charitabk institutions, m d  all pub- 
lie buildings are exempt fronl taxation ; l ikc~risea man's S 

hausehold furniture when it is worth less than a hundred 
t;

dollars, in many States, is not tasecl. Siie lax-s of sonle 
States allow to soldiers who fought for the Gnion in the 
Civil War an exemption on property to :he amount of one 
thousand dollars. 

Tax Dodgers.'' -AIen sornetines a w i d  paying their 
just taxes. They will hicle such propcrty as they c m  
hide; they will lic about eh? vairic of their property ; 
they will invest their moncy in such a T ' Z ~  that tlie 
S a x  Collector cannot rcach it. Such inen are called "tax 
doclgers," 2nd. they are not goocl citizens. I t  is not the 
part of goocl citizenship to defraucl the govern~nent of its 

tascs. Government protects men in the  cnjoyn-ient of 
their propcrty, anci t h e ~ -  ought to Se willing to givz it 
a hearty and ungr~~clging support. 

QUESTIONS FOR O R I G I N A L  T H O U G H T  

I .  Wlien a propert:i o\niei. tliinks !iis pr•âpe~-ty l i a  beeil ascessed too 
high. lie iiiay coriiplain to tlie rkseisors.  an:l if tliese ofiicers tliinlc liii 

coinplairit is just. tliey ni l l  reduce ilie acsess;-neiit. Suppose tlie oivner 
thinks his pruperty Iias been assc~recl  too l o ~ ;sliorild he g o  to the 

Assessors aiic! i-eqiiest tlieni to iiiabe ilie assrs-iiie~lt lai-geri i f  a ixnl? 
shoulcl send you a bill for thi-ei. d,~lla;..i 11-hcii >(;:I liiio~y you owt him 



z .  Bon. is tlie moiiey for tlie support of yorii- srliool I-aiccd? \V110 is 
bhe !arge-t t a x p y e r  in yoiir scliool district? Does h e  get inoi-e benefit 
froln tlle goi.eriiiiieiit tiian an!. otlier i i lm in tlic district? 

3. ' ; m e  w n ~ eof tlie re turm taxp.~yers get  for tlie inoney tiiey pay 
to the goveriii~ieiit. 

4. 1, wlieat in a barn real property or personal property? 
5.  \I-hat is thc tax rate in  !-o~ir iown?  I11 your couiity? In  your 

State? 
6.  Yame tIie kinds of property in your State that are ercinpt from 

tasation. 



TAXATION (Continued) 

Buties and Excises. - I n  our last lesson ~ v e  learned how 
taxes are rriised for the support o i  tbe ton-ii, city, couiit?, 
and State governiiic~its. ]Te lenriicd that the espensec of 

these go~e imi ien t s  for the most pn- t  are mct by In)- i i?~ a 
tax upon propcrty. Rut the grent KOT-ci-niuent ~ETi~~ct  of the 

Unitecl States, which 1-eq~ircs nea:-!>- Sj00,033~000a J-ear 
for expcnses, is not s ~ ~ p p o r t e d  1,. a clirect propcrty tnx. I t  
is supportecl rnostly by i/uJz'iz.ct taxition. \Vhat is meant 
by iiiclirect tasati•án will bc espi3ined l2rescntlq-. T h e  in- 
direct tzxes collected by tlie government which has iis 
capital a t  IVashington, nrr either iJ/ltii-s or am'si..~. A 
du& is a tax or tariff laid upcn goocls that are iiiiported 

into this country from ioreign co:intrics. This tau is paid 
to goyerilmcnt officcrs b!- thc  nirrcIiai?t wlio imports the 
goods. Biit the nieicl-iant cloes not iicar the burclen of thz 
tax. If lie is coii-ipe!lecl to I?:.!; a Gut!- of 7j ccnts per 
yard upon silk n-hich l1e iii-ipo~ts from Fraiice, this 75 
cents is added to the first cost. If ,  ;eiitiro~lf rt duty, he 
could sell Iiis clistoii~ers FreiIch silk for 51.jo per yard at 
a profit of I O ? ~~ilitha diity of 75 cen t ,~ ,he sells them thc 
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fol- $2.32 per yard. I t  is, therefore, the customers 
I>"). this duty, or tas.  fixciscs arc taxes paid by man-

ufactiirers upoil goods maclz in this country. Thus the  
tases upon liquors, tobacco, and cigars are excises. A n  
esCis? tas, like a dilty, is paid by one person, biit the bur- 
deii is usuaily shiftecl to another. If a tobacco rnanufac- 
turcr is coiilpellcc! to pay a tax of 30 cents ripoil every box 
of c ipi-s  he makes, he couiits this as a purt of the cost, 
ancl c l~arges  his ci:stonl:rs accorciingiy. Uuties and ex-
&es are cnliecl indirect t x z c ,  bccause the  real burden of 
thesz tascs cloes not iali directiy upon the pcople who pxy 
them, but iiidlrectly u;mn some olle else. Excises and 
clutizs are laid upon such articlcs as bcer, tobacco, sugar, 
tea, coffee, I\-oolen gijoii~, cottoil goocls, leather, iron, tin, 
etc. From this we scz that ex-ciybocly U-ho xvears clothes 
a i d  coiisunles fooci, that is, tlit. \\-hole population, contrib-
utcc soixeihing to the support of the National Govern-
n1znt. 

The lncome Tax. - IZesides the  general property tax, 
and duties ancl excisec, therc are several other kinds of 
taxes that n.2 must nicntioa. Important among these is 
thc irzct~?izrtax. A n  iilconie tax is laid upon a man's sal-
ary,or upon the profiis of his business, xvithout reference 
to the anioiiiii of propertu he owils. A certaiii rate is de- 
termined ripm by the go~cri iment ,  and every man must 
pay according to his income. I i  the rate is 3 $ ,  and his 
sslary 01- the profit of liis business is 53000, then 11e must 
p j - S90 as his iiicome tax. A ~ i v , p ~ s s i ~ - ~ ez'zconte tax is 
one where the rate gro\\-s Iarger with the income. Thus 
the  rate might be 3% for all incomes under $5000; 4% for 



all incomes bet~seen S ~ O O Oarid SIO,OOO;5 % for all in-
conles betweeri SIO,OOOlind S50,000 ; 8% for incomes 
beti~-eenS50,ooo anti Sloo,ooo; 10%for all incomes over 
sioo,ooo. Do you think a progressive income tax is just? 

Eicenses ; Fees. -Another n-a)-of raising moiiey for the 
s c l ~ l ~ o ~ tof govcrnment is by licenszs and fees. X Zii.i.nse 

is a sum of money paid to the go1-ernrnent for the privilege 
of engaging in some occupation or of performing some act. 
The  liquor i'icensc: perrnits tlie holder to sell liquor: the 
merchant's iicense permits the  sale of goods ; the n~arriage 
license permits the marriage of the couple to whom it is 

grarlted. A fce is a small sum paid to an  officer of the 
government for the performance oi some public service. 
Thus if you wich to get a deed to land properly recorded, 
you will have to pay the recording officer a srnall fee. 

Pol1 Tax. -- This word $oll means head ; a poll tay 
therefore, is a tax cpon the mniz anci not upon property. 
I t  is usually a small sum, not exceecling tbree dollars for 
each man. A male citizen above the age of twenty-olle 

must paj7 this tax, although he has n o  property at  all. S o t  
all stutes cio have a poll tax, yet where there is such a tsr, 

it must be paid before the citizen is allen-ed to vote. T h e  
pol1 tax is not popular in the United States, and in some of 
thc States it is forbidden entirely. 

Franchises. -A government sometimes adds to its reve- 

nue by the sale of its franchiscs. A fi*ar~chlseis a particu- 
lar right given to a person or a bocly of persoris. Ver!. 
often governments have i d u a b l e  franchises to dispose of. 
For  instance, the right to use the streets of a city for a 
raiirvay is ver). valuable; the right to lay pipes for sup- 



of our large cities erery street car company is compclled to 
95i o t  its gross earnings into the c i t ~  treasurj-, Gov-

ernme:its should watch their franchises ni th  a jcaloiis eye, 
arid sliould not part ~ ~ i t h  thein nithorit rnaking a goocl 
bargairi for the public. Too otten when a franchisc is 
g-anted the bargain is iliade in the interest of private 
partizs. 

Eminent Domain. -Closely relatecl to the government's 

right of tasation, i i  its right of " emiilent doniain." By 
this is meant its right to take private property for public 
uses. If thc gorernment ~ ~ i s h e s  to use your house for a 
post office, er if it desires to run a street through your 
garden, or a road through your fielcl, you h a r e  not the 
poner to prevent it. Uet the  goyernment niust pay you a 
fair price for jour  propcrty, and it miist not compel you to 
part n ith it unless it can be shonn that it is for the  public 
good that you should do so. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL THOUGHT 

I .  Do a!l citizeiis l i a ~ e  to pay taxes? Think iseI1 hefore you 
answer t!iis question. 

2. ?$-hat kind of taxes are paicl xitliout tiiose ~ h o  pay theni seem- 
ing to kiiow it l 

3. Hzs taxation el-er been a cause of m r ?  
4. H o n  are cliurches suppoi-tetl i' 
j. \T-here ai-e clutjes coilected? 
6. 1s a poll tax a just tax? 1s there n poll tax  in your State? 
7. What  is ineant 11' '.siuiugglii~g"I  
8. 1s an inconie tax that exeinpts aI1 incomes under $1000 just? 
9. For- wliat tlo peopie paj- taxes most clieerfu1i)-? 

10. Hex may a city acquire land for a park? 



SEVERAL TERMS EXPLAINED 

':A representative goi-ei-iiiiieiit, nintie rcsp:~i~.;ii)!eat sliort periods ot" 
election, pi-otiuces tlie grtatest suiii oi!iappineii to i~~anliiiici."-~h/iii7?ins 
J~'?~t~.iii72. 

Self-Government. -In this lessoii I wich pou to Ic;ii-!i 
the nieaiiing of se7-erd n-ords h a t  y o ~ i  oftcn meet ~ \ - i th  
wheii rcacliiig of govei-iimci~t. Tlic first n-ord cliscussed 

shall be " stlf-govcrnnient." This n-ord does not nienn 
exactly self-coiitrol or gor-crilment ot self. Let us sec 

what it docs rnean. 

I n  family the  father aiid mother goiern, the other 

memhers obey. T h e  children in a faini1'- do not choose 

tl-ieir goiernors, and they do not takc p r t  in ixaking the 
riiles of the houselzoid. And so it is in the schoolr-ooix. 

There the  teacher governs a t ~ dthe pupilc obey. T h e  pii- 
pils have iio voice irr thc  choics of t he  teaclier, t h q -  t;&e 
no prirt in n1akin.g ths  rulzs of thz  school, t h c ~ r  caimot set 

aside the school goveriiinrnt. Goiernn1erit is give1-i to 
thcm by a power ahove t1iei1-i. S o w ,  i!: the  govei-nmerit of 

the town, the citj-, the C-t:!te, aiid the Xatioiz: aIl tliis ic  
changed. In  tliese go\-crnn:ei~ts the pcople obcy iio pol\-er 
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tliat they themsel\-es nialie ancl the officers of go-i-einnient 
that they theiilse1;-es choose. I n  otber words, thcy govern 
thc:~lsel\-es. \17hcrr: rhc n-hole numbcr of adult male citi- 
Zens, then, takz a pal-t in go~~ernmei?t ,  r h e r e  tl-iey nmke 
t11cir o \m l ; i ~ ~ - s ,  13)- their own taxes, elect their own rulers, 
there is self-go\-ernmznt. A h da dangeroiis aiid difficult 
aiid precious thing it is. Seli-governmcnt is the greatest 
task e\-er unc1ertake:l by men. I t  ms tried by the people 
of Grcijce aild Borne in nncient times, but through the sel- 
fisl~iless nnd ninbitioil of 111ci1 it faileci. A Iittlc more than 
a hrintlred ?-ears ago, oiir forefathers undertook the task. 
Bp escrcising ~\i-iscloi~l ancl iorbearance and Courage, they 
siicceedecl in iurining a govcrnment that should rest upon 
tbe will of the psoplc. This go\-ernment has come down 
to us, and is to-day in oui- lieeping. TIILIS far we ha\-e 
pro\-eil ourszl\-es ~vorthy of the trust. IITe rnakc mistakes, 
bnt, take it all in 311, tvc govern ourselves very well. In  a 
iew J-ears go\-ernment \X-iil be in the ilands of you who are 
in school. \\'ill yo1.1 cl~oose to govern yourselves, or will 

7 .\-ou 111-cfer to have a i;~iig, pei-baps a tj-rant, to I-ule over 
vou ? Co~ilcl yoii 11ow for one hour g-ove1-n yourselves in 
the schoolroom ? 

Representative Gvvernment. -ll'herc the people n h o  
compose n go\-erninent are fcw in nuniber, as in some 
of the cantoiis of Sviitze-land and towns of Xew Eng- 
innd, a!l c m  mee: in n Sody and discuss public affairs, 
cnact I ; ~ T Y s ,  ancl d e c t  offiwrs. In such governments every 
citizeii hns a 'clirect voicc in the man:igement of public 
affairs. lZ'her-e nll the people mect at  one place for the  



PurPose of transacting the business of gox-ernment, there 
is said to be a d ~ m u c m i y .  The ward &mocl,rcy 

means g o z e i * z ~ i z e i ~ tOJJ the p r o p h ,  Hut you can see that a 

large city or a State cannot be a pure democracy, for all 
the citizens of a large citj- or of a s t a te  cannot meet a t  one 
placz. Ho\\-, then, can all the people of a State hal-e a 

voice in the malting of a law, or take part in the mari-
ageme~i t  of their government? They cannot take part 
directly, but they may iiidirectly in the followiiig n a y  : 

A n u n ~ b e r  of citizens may choose one of their nuriibir 
to act in their stead ; the  citizens of a town or of a County 
may choose one or tv:o of its c i t i~ens  to nietc with other 
citizens chosen in the same way from other towns and 
counties. If there are fift) counties in a State, and the 
citizens of each count:,, instead of going themselves, elcct 
two of their number to go to the capital of the State for the 
purpose of making laws, the  lam n-iaking bocly of the State 
will consist of one hundred men. This small body will act 
in the name of several hunclreds of thousands of people, 
and the l a ~ ~ s  it passes will be as bincling as if they had been 
passed by all the people coming together in an  immense 
throng. A man who acts in the place of and ni th  the 
authority of other men repres~7zfsthosr men, and is called 
their ~ ~ i p m c i z t a f z a c , .ancl gol-ernments that are conducteil 
by a few people choscri to act in the name of all the peo- 
ple are ~*cp?~cscntntzze ~ O ~ ' ~ I * I Z ? I L ~ I Z ~ S .  

All the  gox ernments, ivith one exept ion,  which we shall 

study hereafter, are representatix e governnients. Strictly 
speaking, they are ~~e@~~~~srm' r z t i : , edemocmcies ,  that is, thcy 
are governments in nh ich  the people rule through their 



others to represcnt tlieix in ~ ~ u b l i c  affaix, are called the 
constii'miits of those ~ h o  are sent. This q:iestion is often 
discussed : ShouId the representative act accorciing to the 
~ ~ ~ i s h e shis constituents ?of 

The Three De~artrnents of Government. -I11 all good 
arid free governments there is a division of power ; or, to 
state the fact in another way, the work of govcrnment 
is distributed among different sets of men. There  is one 
set of men who have the right to n:akc the lan-s. This is 
called the Lc<<~isZntiw, or lawmaking branch of government. 
Thcre is another set of men who decide what the  meaning 
of the law is, who are guilty of breaiiing it, and what pun- 
ishment shall follom. These men are callecl juclges, and 
they esercise the j?~n'icinZ power of government. After the 
legislatix-e department has made a lan-, and the judicial 
clepartment has nlade its decision, a third department en-I 

forces the law. This is the  cxecz~tir'c department. T h e  
three departments of govzrninent, therefore, are, first, the  
Zcgislatisic, or l a l~making  departnient ; sccond, theyidicia i  
department ; and, third, the cxeci~tix,  or law-enforcing de- 
partment. T h e  goveriiment of the  home and school have 

I not this division of powers. T h e  teacher may make a 
rule, decide n-ho has broken it, and punish the offender, 
thus exercising all three of the  powers of go~ei-nment.  

QUESTIONS FOR 0RIGINP .L  T H O U G H T  

I .  W h a t  countries in t h e  norld besides our 0x1 n enjo! se l f -go~ern-
m e n t j  

2 .  JT'liat is n monarcli! i S a m e  some of the  gient monarclis of the 
n orld. 



3 .  Do J-ou tliink it wonld be \I ise to intrust tlie la~vmaking polver of 
tlie school to pupils? The juciicja! power? 'Tlie csecutive yoner? 

4. \yllat reason can J-ou give for t l ~ edi\ ision of tlie power of gov- 
ernnient ? 

j. Elect one of your sclioolniate; to represent the school in a spei.-
ing  contest. One to represent tlie school in a debaie. 

6. IVliut is an aristocrac;:? 
7. 1ou xill doiibtlcs5 a i  w r i e  time find people ~ h o  da not belieye 

in a deinocracy. Ii'liat argiiments nill J-oii adi-ancc in its fu\-or? 



" The  to\rii govemriie~iti of l e w  England provetl tlieinselres tlie 
\i-isest i nvc~~ t ion  c\.er devked 'U! tlie uit  of man for tlie perfect exercise 
oi sclf-goi-eriiriientanc1 lijr its l~i-eservatiiji1."- i i ic i~nns/cf lerso~i .  

Early Town Governinent iil New England. -I n  S e w  
England, after you pass froix the governments of the 
home and of the school, the goleriil1lciit that you meet 
witb first, if you do not live in 3 city, is that of thc tozxz .  

Toum government is ali intercstiiig stiidy w e n  to those 
V-hodo not live in Xen- England, for it is a very olci form 
of governmen'c, arid it is one that is best fitted to trairi 
mcn in the prr~ctice of citizeriship. 

If n-e trace ozr nncestnrs back to their honles in Eng-
land, or further baCk ta their homes upon the contineiit of 
Europe, where they first l i x d ,  11-e shall find that the  town 
n-3s thcir unit of govcrnment. A to~vn, or t%l ( tGn) ,  in 
thc carlicst times 11-as a cluster •âf fnrmers' dwellings, 
barns, and cattle sheds, such as may be seen to-day in 
many parts of Germany. Around the tun was either a 

wall of earth or r: dense hedge, 2nd outside, encircling the 
I I I O L I ~ ~or hedge, 11-3s a ditch. T h c  tun x a s  thus fortified 
against its foes. In  the ccnter of the inclosure, usiially 
under a large tree, lvas held the fsiz moot ,  or meeting of 
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a11 the freemen OE the tun. A t  this moot nenrcomers were 

admittecl to dnell  within the ttin, lands were granted to 
freelilen, " strife of farnler and farmer TTas settled," lan s 
for  the  government of the tun were passed, ancl officers 
to execute those laws n e r e  elected. I n  the  tun moot, 
indeed, n e r e  done most of the things that any government 
can rightly do, and these things n c r e  done by the people 
themselves nleeting in a body. T v o  tliousand years ago 
our forefathers governed themselves in the t un  nloot in 
the  wilds of Germany; nheri they settled in England 
fifteen hundred years ago they carried the  tun  moot ui th  
them;  2nd n hen, nearlj thrce hunclred years ago, thz 
Pilgrims landzd at Plymouth, they a t  once came together 
in tun nioot, or town meeting, ior the purpose of transact-
ing public affairs. 

T h e  Englishrnen x h o  first settled in S e w  England were 
a vcry religious people. One of the first things they did 
in a n e x  settleinent was to build a church in some placz 
convenient for all to attend. This church was called a 
meetiilghouse, and thic was a goocl name for it, for it was 

a common meeting place for 311 in the settlernent. The  
congrcgation that met in it on the Sabbnth as worshipers 
nould nieet in it on a xeek  clay as citiicns and transact 
public affairs. Thus  g o ~ e r n m e n t  in Xew England cen-
tered aroiind a church. A congrcgation of churchgoers 
X aq organized as a governrnent, and thic go\ eminent was 

called a ~ O ~ ~ I J Z .IYhen a t o n n  became so large in extent 
that it was inconveniznt for all to attend church, a neu 

church was built 2nd a new tonn  ~ r a c  organized. Ynu 
rarely find a town in New England so large that a person 



center. Every male citizen above tn  e1.t) -one years of age 
who attended the church -dind everj body \x as required 

to go to church- had the right to go to the meeting- 
horm and talie part in the tonn  meetings. Voters are  
110 longer rcquired to attend church, but in other respects 
the town gox ernments of '\Tex\: England to-dny are alrnost 
exactlq- like those of the early J e:irs of our history. 

The Toom Meeting. -The  niost important feature of 
the t o r n  government is the t o z ~ nmceizxA~. Once a year 
all the qualified voters of the town meet together to dis- 
cuss measures relating to toxr-n affairs, and to take action 
thereon. T h e  meeting is no longer held in a church, biit 
in the t a ~ r z h o f ~ s c ,or tui~i~hnll .When thc people have 
assembled, the town clerk cails them to orcler, 2nd states 
the purposes for nhich the meeting was called. A mod-
c i w f o ~is then chosen to pr25icle 01-er the meeting, and 
business proczzds according tc, Parliamentary rules. In a 

tou-n meeting we see pure clemocracy at  work. Instead 
oi sending men to cond:ict affairs for them, as in a repre- 
sentatix-e government, the pzople are there in Person. 
Young and old, rich and poor, take part in the proceed- 
ings, and any citizen przsent ma!, exert the full force 
of his charactcr ancl influence. Exery measure that is 
brought up is freely diicussed ancl criticised. Those in 
favor of the measure stste their argu-cnt for i t ;  those 
opposecl to it state their objections. IYhen the discussion 
is at  an end a x ote is taken, and hatex-er the resiilt may 
be all present feel that the nill of the  peopk has been 



the town are scttled 'The n~os t  irilportant things done 

are t h a e  : 

( I )  -Fhe m f c  of taxrztim~is fised. RIoiley is appropri- 

ated for the schools, for the cnre of tlie roads, for the 

support of the poor, for the salaries of officcrs, and for 
other necessary expenses. 

(2) Ej~-iirw.rare passed for the regulation of local rnat- 

ters. Tlie ~ o r d  by origii~ally ineant toswri ;hesicc a by-law 
is a toiv-11 law. X hi<;passed in tmi-ii mecting forbidding 

the use of the sidewalks of rhe town for bicycling is an 

examplc of a b~r-lan.. 
(3) Ton- i~o@cc~sare elec~ecl. I t  \\-oiild be impossible 

for all the  peoplc of a tcwn to ineet together every d?,y 

for the trailsactioil of public b~isiiiess. For  this reason .LE 

the annual to \w meeting officers are clected to manage th r  

affairs of the tonn  in thc  name of the peopk  for one yeai-. 

Town Officers : 

( I  ) Thc Sc~tctmrrz-The  general ~nailagement of ton-I 

affairs diiring the ycar i i  placed in the h m d s  of three, or 

five, or seven, or nine c i t i~ens,  callcd Scicctnzru. T h e w  
officers cairy into effcct the measurzs passed at  the tonn 
meeting. They sriper\-ise the laying out of roads; thrg 
grant licenses: t h e ~  care for the poor; the)- take rneas-
ures to abate nuisances, check the aclvance of coiitagio~~s 
diseases, and otherwise presen e the  health of the ton 11 ; 

they listen to co-nplaintc, against the manageinent of 

t o n n  affairs ; t h q  ~ e p r e s e n t  the ton n in court when it is 
sued : they n ~ a k e  crit the warrant nhen a special ton 11 
meeting is to be called. 



ii'e have seen t h a ~  it is he nho calls the  town nieeting to  
order. H e  must a1naj.s be present at  a town meeting, 
ziid keep a record of thc proceedings I n  addition to 
this l-ie keeps a record of the births, marriagcs, and deaths 
in the tows, and grants certificates to those wishing to 
a r .  I n  fact. niost matters of town record are in his 
keeping. 

(3) Asscssom -The  duty of thesc oficers was spoken 
of under the  subject of taxation. They niake out a list of 
the taxpayers of the town, and place an estimate upon 
value of their property. T h e  se!ecti?ien themselves may 
act as assessors, or they niaj appoirit nlen to act in their 
stcad. 
(4)Tax Co~'~~~ctors.
-These officers also has-e been men- 

tionecl. T h e l  trike the I ~ s t  inade out b j  assessors and 
gather tl-ie taxes fl-oni the people. 

(5) TOZLIPZ
77.i nsurir,-T h e  dutics of this officer have 
been describcd in I,cqson XII .  T h e  treasurcr cannot pay 
oiit any monej- from the trcrisury without an order from 
the selectmen. 
(6)O~crsrr~s
of thc Poot: -These oficers have charge 

of the t o n n  alnishouse, and t h e j  give relicf to the deserv- 
ing poor. 

(7)  Thc Schooi C~nznzzttct.c.-T h c  duties of this com-
mittee have been describcd in ;;ow stiidl of the  gowrn-  
iilent of the school. I n  large touns  n h e w  theie are a 

iiuinber of schools tlie School Coriimittce, or Board of 
Education, appointi a Superintendent oi Schooli. This 
officer devotes his tiine to grading the schools properly, 



and trying to improve thein by giving aid and counsel to 
the  teachers. 

(8) Coi~st~zbZ~~s.-These  are  peace officers, and every 
t o n n  h3s oiie or more of them. T h e y  arrest ior  cr ixe ,  

and assist t he  selectnien in executing the  law. In  some 

towns the  constables serve as tax collectors. 
(9)S ~ ~ ~ i ~ e y o ~ s 
of Hi'jlzuq~. -These  officers inspect 

roads and bridges, and are  responsible for keeping them 
in repair. 

(10) F m c e  E'ewzm.-These officers settle disputes that  
may arise bztween neighbors about par-tition fences or walls. 

(11) Fzeld Driuel-s,-When  cows, or l-iorses, or othzr 
anirnals a re  found wandering about the  town the  field 
driver puts thein into a pouncl, and  keeps thein until their 
rightfiil olvner is found. 

This  list of officeis is not complete, yet it is long enough 
to show that  a great  many people take part in the  govern- 
ment  of a t o w i .  I t  is quite possible that  there a re  towns 
in which there is hardly one intelligent citizen who lias 
not sometinie in his life held public office. This  general 
participation in the  business of government does much 
to nlake the  people of New England a most wicle-awake 
and progressive body of citizens. 

Nothing has been said in reference to the  administra- 
tion of justice in a S e w  England t o n n ,  for t h e  reason that  
justice is rather an  affnir of the  Sta te  than of the  ton7n,  
ancl what you need to kno;i. on this point nil l  be explained 
when we come to describe the  judicial departrnent of the 
State  g o v e r ~ m e n t .  



dexrves  particular attention. I n  New England, ton-ns 
bare  the  honor of being represented in the  lcgislature of 
the State.  I n  the  other Stdtes of the  Cnion representa- 
tives to the  Ctate lcgislature are  scnt by counties. 

QUESTIONS AND DlRECTlONS FOR WORK 

I .  A special towii meeting niay be lield upo!i a isarrant from ~ h e  
sc!ectnien, Obtain froni the town clerk a copy of sucli a nairaiit,  and, 
folloning tlie form usecl. makc out a Warrant for calliiig a nieeting to 
d f x u s s  tlie qcestion of establisliiiig n t o n n  library. O r g a n i ~ e  jour  
class as a t o n n  nieeting. It \\ouIcl bc nise to elect your teaciier as 
nioderator. Discuss, as  in a t o n n  ineeting, t i ~ e  fol lonii~g topics : 

( n )  i\dsantages of a putilic iibrary. 
(0) A good location for a iibrary building 
(C) Tlie probable cost of the library 

( r i )  iTlletlier public sentirnent fasors a library. 

.Mer a f~il l  discussion vote upon tlic questiori 
2.  W h a t  liind of men i i~ake gooil selectnieii? i\71iat slioi!ld be the 

qualificatioils of a good tonil der-li? 
3. \Tliat are the boundaries oC tiie town in ~ h i c l i  you live? W h e n  

w s  your t o n n  orgariized? li tliere a cliiirch ncar its center? 
3 .  11al;e out a list of the naines of all nlio non. hold t o l ~ n  offices. 
5 .  Sliould hoys anti girls be alloned to take par-t in toll-n incctings? 

.Are tlicy I-eprescnted there i  
6. I n  nliat tliirigi should a t o x n  try to  exccl? In  v h a t  does your 

town escel? 
7. t i o ~miich inonej- is raised bj- taxation in !.our town? W h a t  is 

the tax ra te?  1s tliis iiigher or I o ~ e r  than tlie rate i n  neighboring 
to\vlli? 



LESSON XVI  

THE COUNTY 

' < T h e  Virginia county was the most perfect reproduction of tiie 
English shire to  be found in Ainerica."-Macy. 

The Virginia County. -1f  you live 011 a farm, or in a 
small village that  has no government c?f its ovm, the  gov-
ernment that  you will take the most direct interest in IvT-ili 
be  either that  of the county, or that  of the town, or that 
of the  township. If you live in a Southern State or in a 
Western State, the  government that  viill come closest to 
you in your daily life will be  that  of the  county. 

County governinent, like town govcrnment, was brought 
to  America from England. I11 earliest tiries Englaiid con- 
sisted of many independcnt kingdoms, each ruled by its 
own king. When  war arose between two liings, -and 
war was constantly arising, -the  conqueror took posses- 
sion of the  conquered kingdom and made of its riilcr an 
under king. I n  the  course of time all tlie small kingdoins 
mere brought under the  rille of one king -the king of 

England. T h e  under kings reinaiilecl a t  the heiid of their 
little governments, but their rank and their pcwer n e r e  

gone. T h e y  were n o  longer kings but c n n i ~ t s .or assistants 
of the  king, and the land they governcd were cozlut ic~.  

T h e  business of the county government, principally, \vas 
to hold the coilntp Court and to collcct taxes for the  king. 
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iyhen the Virginia colonists settled at  Jamestown, in 1607, 
thej- iound it convenient to organize new settlements as 
co~L~it ies ,aIter the manner of those in the old country. In  
the center of the  county was held the County Court. T h e  
pjace where the  court was held became the county seat, or 
fiqzt:ri o f  t he  county. In every couiity seat there was 
a building ltnonn as the  courthouse, mhere most of the 
b L i h e s s  of the county g-01 ernment was transacted. T h e  
county goxernment in Virginia and other Southern colo- 
nie\ \vas yuite different in olden times from what it is 
to-clap. Rut in several respects it was like the  county 
go\eriiment of to-day. First, it was a representative gov- 
eriiment. T h e  public business of the county was not man- 
aged by the people directlj-, as in a S e w  England tomn, 
but by officers who acted in the  name and in the  place of 
the people. Second, it was the  county in Virginia that 
seilt reprcsentatives to the Colonial Legislature, jiist as 
to-day, in Southern States, it is the county that sends 
representativzs to the State Legislature. Third, the 
colonial county, like the coui~ty of our own time, had its 
county seat and county courthouse. \Ve shall now learn 
something of the governnient of the  county as it is found 
in the S ~ u t h e ~ n  States. 

County O5cers : 

(I)The Cozclzlty Co;l?zmissioi~e~s.-Most of the  public 
buciness of the county is done by a Roard of County 
Conmiissioners. This Roard consists of three men-
sometimes of a larger number -elected by the people of 
the county to serve for a term of from one to four years. 



T h e  powers and dutics of the  County Corrimissioners are 
regulated by the l a w  passed by the Legislature of the 
State. T h e  powers u s ~ a l l y  cxercised by the Comrnission- 
ers are these: 

( I )  They fix the rate of taxation for the  county. 
(2) They appoint assessors, tax collectors, road super- 

visors. 
(3) They make contracts for repairing old roacls and 

openiiig new ones, and also for building ancl repairing 

bridges. 
(4) They make contracts tor building mr l  repairing pub- 

lic buildings, such as courthouses, jails, anci aliilshouses, 
(5 )  They appropriate nioney for the suppoi-t of schools, 

for the paynlcnt of salaries of county officers, ancl for al! 
necessary expenses of county governincnt. 

( 6 )  They represent thz couiity in the Courts when it is 
sued for damages. 

(2) The Shc~z ' f-In England a long time ago the 
sheriff was the rnost ponerful officer in the county. In  
modern times, honever, his poner  is not so great either 
in England or in this comtry,  Seveithelssi ,  the sheriff 
is still an important officcr of the  countl H e  has beeil 
called the "arm of the juclgz." This nieans that he car- 
ries out the orclei-s of the juclge. If the jadge orders a 
man to be talien to pricon, the sheriff takes h im;  if h r  
orders pioperty to be sold, the sheiiff sclls it ; if he sen- 
tences a man to be hung, the sheriff hangs him. I t  is the  
duty also of the sheriff to preserve peace ancl order. If 
there is a riot, iC is tlie duty of the  sheriff to quell it. 



helpus I n  times of gieat danger or disturbance, the  
shL;iff may call to his aid the fossc coz'izztnim, that is, 
e l t r y  able-bodied inan in the County. T h e  sheriff lives 
at th2 countj seat and has charge of the countl jail and 
of its prisoners. 

( 3 )  7hc ClciR of the Cozmty Court. -Any court above 
a police court, or above that of a justice of the  peace, is 
a '. court of record " , that is, its proceedings are errolled 
in permanzn; form. T h e  county Court is a coiirt of 
recoid, aiid the man who k x p s  its records is called the  
CrLrkof i'hc Cozld. This oi-ficer is a kind oI secretary to 
the juclge. H z  TT rites out an account of trials and keeps 
a record of the ilidgments of the court. Besides this, 
he kceps x record of deeds 2nd mortgages gi-ren in the 
count! , issues marringe certificates, arid records all births 
ancl dexths H e  is elected bx the people. 

( 4 )  The Oiplzni~s' Cozird. - I t  ic, usual for a county to 
elect three men as  I ~ i d y e s  of fhr Olj+h,~z~s' C o ~ ~ v f .I t  is 
the buiiness of thcse officers to exainine the  wills of 
cleceased persons and clecide nhether  they have been 
mide as nills b j  laiv ought to be made II'hen a pcrson 
dizs n ithout h a ~  ing macle a 17 ill, ancl ieax es no one to take 
charge of his e\tate, the  Orphnns' Court nill appoint an 
13ni-izzzz~fixtoz',to take charge of it. JT'hen a child is ieft 
nithout f ,~ ther  or imother, the Orphans' Court nil l  appoint 
a guardian n h o  mill manage the estate until the child 
comes of age In  general, the business of the Orphans' 
Court is to see that the propertl of the  dead falls into 
rightful hancls. 



( 5 )  Rcgistcr of IVz'ziis.-Closely connected with tlie 

work of the Orphans' Court is the x o r k  of the R~xz'stcrof 
I f i i h .  This officer keeps copies of all wills approvecl of 
by the Orphans' Court. 

(6 )  Tax  CoZlectom. -A county is divided into districts 
of convenieiit size for the  purpose of lioldiilg electioii~, 
registering voters, and collecting taxes. For  each district 

a collector of taxes is appointed. 
( 7 )  The Cuuaty i i w m w e ~ :  -T h e  several collectors of 

taxes send the money which they collzct to the County 
Treasurer. T h e  treasurer pays out as well as receives 
all money raised by taxation. H e  must give boiid fnr 
the faithful 2nd honest performance of his duties. If he  
steals any of the public money, his bondsmen are bound 
to make good rhe loss. 

( 8 )  The A ~ ~ d z f o r .-Sometirnes the county elects an 
Azlu'ltuv, whose duty it is to exarnine the books of the 
treasurer and other officers, and report whether the pnb-
lic accoiints are properly aiicl honestly kept. 

(9) The Cu~oizcl-. -When a person i s  murdered, 01- is 1 
found dead, or dies mysteriously, there ought to be somc 
officer to take charge of the bocly of the dend persoii, and 

I 

to inquire a t  once into the carise of the cleath. Such an 
officer is the  Curozcr- usually a ph) sician. If ou ihould 
ever conie upon a deacl body clo not disturb it, but notifj 

the coroner as quickly as posiible. If he thiiiks tliat there 
has been foul play, he will siimmon six or twelve nien to 
act as a coroner's jury, and an euaiz-iination will be matle. 
Wtnesses  will be iiimnioned, nnci the jury, after hearing 
evidence, will state in writing what the j  think has been 



t11e cause of the death. This is called holding a "Coro- 
izer's hcpest ."  

(10) 2% StnZc's Aftomq. -This officer, elected by the 
piople, is a lawyer whose duty is to givc legal advice to 
connty officers, and to appear in the County Court at the 
trial oi one who is charged with crime and present the side 
of the Statc. If the evidence gocs to show that the 
acciisecl is guilty, it is the business of the State's Attorney 
to do 311 in bis power to secure the conviction of the 
offcnder. A faithful State's attorney is a terror to crimi- 
nals. This officcr is sonletimes called a District Attorney, 
or Prosecuting Attorney. 

( I  I ) T h  SC~OO/h'oczni -IVhen we were studying about 
schools we learned that each school was goveriled by its 
Committee, or Board of School Trustees. Above these 
cominittees, and in some degree governing them, is the 
f o ~ c l c ~Srhood Bond This body sometimes appointed, 
sometinies electecl, has the general management of the 
schools of the county. I t  regulates in mhole or in part the 
salaries of teachers ; it grants certificates to those who are 
competent to teach ; it sometimes nialtes out the Course of 
stuc!ies that pupils are to pursue ; it provides for the health 
m d  comiort of teachers and pupils. 

( I  2) Tbc S~qm~&?~~itt~ztof Schoods.-The executive 
officer of the school board is the Coznty S7~$t~mi~tt~nLZ~zt 
cf Schonis,or Examiner. H e  sets the examinations for 
teachers, iisits thc different schools of the county, and 
reports their ~ ~ ' o r k  the school board; he grades the to 
n orlt of the schools ancl devotes his time to improving them 
in every way he can. 



I,ESSO'\3 I'i CIVICS 

QUESTlONS FOR ORIGINAL THOUGHT 

I .  Bound accu~itely tlie county in n-hicli you li!-e. JVlien was it 
organized? IIon caine it by its iiariie? IVliat is its aren? Its papp 
lation? Its county seat? What  are its largest viliages? Is tllerc a 
city situated in i t?  

2 .  Tliere are a fe;v otlier coiint!- oi'ficers besides tliose nained in tl:e 
lesson. xame tlieiii arid desci-ibe tlic duties of eacli. 

3. Exphin  tlie tliikrence l>et~\-ecii tlie xvorc!.; d d e d  and a~l+oinit,d. 
Male out a list of county officers ~ l i o  are elected, and a list oi' tliose 
wlio are appointed. 

4. A sherili of a courity arid liis deliuties f red upon and kiiled tisenty 
men. Under vliat cii-cuinstances wcultl J-ou tliink t!ie slieriff dicl rig!it? 

;. JVliat qualiiicatioiis sliould a slieriff possess? A registrr of 
xvills? A State's attorney? X coiint]; treasurer? X superintenuent 
of scliools? .As far as you know. are tlie officers of J our couiity choseii 
on account of tlieir$t?i,-.ri for oifice? 

6. Are !.ou j~ioud of j-our coiint?-? If so. for wliat reasons? 
7 .  Wiicl i  is likcly to liave tlie better goxrninent:  a S e n  England 

town or n Soutliern count!-? 
8. Dran. a iiial) of your county, l o c a h g  its county sezt. ancl its cliief 

toivns anti villapes. 



L E S S O S  XVII 

TBE TOWNSHIP 

The Nature of Township Government. - i n  the  IiIiddle 
Atlantic States 2nd in tllosz grezt  IVestern Ctatcs that  
hnie  been settled b j  emigrants from the AIiddle Ctatcs, 

s i i ~ l ias Ohio, Indinna, Illiriois, the goxeiilnicnt t h i t  Comes 
clocest to the  door of the  citizcn is that  ot thc tonnship.  

ist ~ ; ~ v z s / ~ z pa srnall portioii oE a county in which the  
p o p l e  exercise some of thosz powers of 501 ernmciit n hich 
are excrcised by the town in S e n -  England a ~ i d  the  county 
in the  Southeril States T o ~ t n s h i p  g o x i n m e n t ,  thcrefor-e, 
lies ha1fwa)- betn een ton ii governnicnt anci couiity gov- 
ernment I n  S e \ \  England the  people of a t o u n  (by  
which we mean the peopie of a small neighborhood) h a l e  
nearly all t h r  poners  of g-ol-erninent in their hanciq, and 
very little 1s leit for the county to cio I n  a Soilthern 
County the  people of a small cornn;ui;ity c x e i c i ~ e  ainiost 
none of the  po\1 ers of governnient , e1er) th;i1g is clone by 
the county. S o n  in 3 t onn ih ip  a fen of the pov.cri o i  
government are taken froni the  coui:t! 2nd civcn to the 
people of 2 small neighborhood The  tliinqs d o ~ eb! the 
tolvnship govcrnniei~t a ie  usuall) three : ~t qupports pi?b- 
lic schools, it cares for the  roads, ancl it helps tlie poor, 
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Of Course it collects taxes with which to pay for thesi: 

things. 
Officers of the Tovrnship. -Tovmship goverilinznt is not 

the  same in all States.  In  New York and liichigaii 
t he  township is alinost a pure deinocracy ; it has its J-carly 
meeting of aI1 the  citizens, a t  mhich all officers are  elected 
aild by-laws passed A s  a rule, however, thc to~\-risliip is 
a representative SO\-ernmcnt. I t  derives its powcrs from 
laws passed by the  Legislature of the  State.  T h e  officials 

chosen by the  peoplc for the  governmcnt o i  a township 
are  as follows : 

( I ) S Z L ~ ? ' ~ ~ ~ ' S O I , S(sometiines calied l i * ? ~ s t c e s ) .-These 
officers, two or three  in iiumber, a re  elected every yeai-. 
Thei r  duty is to take  care of the  rozds 2nd bridges, erect 
and keep in repair guide-posts and watering troughs, arid 
plant shade trees along the  roadside. T h e y  ina): build aiid 
keep in repair a t 0 i 0 1 1 / 2 0 ? 1 ~ € ,in whicih eiections may be  held 
and officers of the town may transact the  yublic business. 

( 2 )  SchooL s i ~ c c t o n .  -Every township has its Board 
of School Directors, or School Trustees.  These  officez-sj 
elected annually by the  voters of the  tolvn, have control of 
t h e  public schools within the  township. Thcir  powers anti 

duties have been stated in a previous Iesson. (Pages 30, 
31.) I n  some States the  Directors of all the  t o w ~ ~ s h i p s  
in a county meet every second or third year and elcct a 
Superintendent of Schools for the  county. 

(3) Th ~ O ~ J I Z S ~ Z $C ~ I ' & .-This  officer is a secretary for 
t h e  siipervisors. H e  keeps the  records 2nd accounts of 
t h e  township. When  stray animals coixe into the  town-
ship, t he  clerk writes out a description of them and assists 



in restoring them to the  rightful owner. Very often the  
is not an important officer. 

(4) Thc Assessors. -T h e  duty of these officers as  assess- 
ors of taxes has already been explained. (Page 62.) Some-
tiiiies the assessors of the township act as  registrars of 
yoters; that  is, they make out a list of the names of all 
citizens having the right to vote and present it to the  
jridgw of elections. They  also keep a record of all births 
and deaths in the  township. 

i j) T h  Tnx CoZZcctur.-Tliis officer collects the  road 
aiid school tases o i  the  township and places them in the  
hands of the proper officer, the  supei-\+m-s getting the  
rc:iil tax, and the  school directors getting the  school tax. 
(For  powers and duties of a tau collector, see page 63.) 

(6) T h c  -These officei-s esamine the accounts 
of otber officers of the  to:\-nship to See that  all money 
has been properly and hoilestly espended. 

( ~ 7 )Thcjusficc~nf i'he Pence.-Lire shall speak of this 
oficer severul tiincs in our stiidy oi  govcrnment. I t  is 
siifficient here to say tliat he holds court on a sn~a l l  
scale; he acts as a peacemalter between his neighbors 
in  their petty dispiites ; he admiiiisters oaths ; he perforins 
thc inarriage ceremony ; he  issaes search ~varrants.  H e  is 
~isunlly appointcd by the Govei-nor of the  State.  A jiistice 
of the peace i11n)- hold court in any towlship of a courity. 

(8) 7'hc Cumtnbic acts as a policemaii 01- peace officcr 
of the towii. \Tihen a disturbance arises, it is his diity to 
suppress it. " T h e  most conlinon duty of a constable is to 
serve 11-rits xnd \I-arrants as  directed Liy a justice of the  
peace. A :Lfritis a notice in a civil case to the  defend- 



ant to apprar  before tiie justice for a hearing. I t  must 
be served by reading i~ to the clefcndant, or by leavirig 
it ivith his lanj-er or some adult meinber of the  faniily. 
X w n r i i 1 i ~ tis an oi-der for thc  arrest of one accused 
o i  n crime. it 'hen a nrarrant is placeci in a constahle's 
hands, he m m t  arrest the accused person and take him 
before the justice : if the accused is committed to jail 
the coiis:able musr talte him there." 

7,s(9) O;,c/=cr~ O J  t h  Poo?,.-These officers attend to 
the neecls of tlie poor. \I7hen there is no poorhouse in 
the county, the ton-nship supports the poor bp sending 
them provisions to their homes or paying some one to 
pro\-ide for them. The  oversecrs niay lay a tax for the 
Support •âf the poor of the to~msliip.  

(10) E h c t i n ~ z  0J3cer,s. -These nre judges of elections 
and clerks. Their duties h a ~ eheen explained in Les-
son X. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

r .  H ~ T Vmany to\~ilships in tlie Count>- in ~vhicli you live? Xame 
them. 

2. Bound the ton'nsllip in nliich you live, il'liat is its population? 
Drav  :a inap of it, locating the townliouse. Locate any villages tliat it 
may coritain. 

3. \V!iat i.i tlle rate of t a ~ a t i o n  in your t o ~ ~ n s h i p ?  Row does this 
coinpare n-itii tlie 1-ate of ndjoining to~rnsliips 7 

4. Are die oificei-.s of ~-oiirtowxliip elected by bnllot, or by tlie peo- 
p!e assenih1i.d ii; t o ~ - 1 1irieitingl 

;. 111 some S t a t e  tlie s i l lmvi~ors  ot all tlie different townships of a 
coiintj. act as a board o i  couilt? coii~ii~issioriers for the i~iznagement of 
CO7Jllt~afiairs. 1s ihii  t h c  caqc in yoiir State 7 

6. Are xo:xen allov-etl to vote for school directors in your towiiship? 

Chimme!I'c "Peiins~lvania Citizen," p. 18 



..Cities liave p r e s e ~ e c iliiiiiian liberties." -F. ,V Thoi-pe. 

Importance of the Subject. - I n  this lesson and in the 
nert n-e shall speak of -\-illage 2nd city go~-ernment.  T h e  
subjects of X-illage (or borough) ,gov.;.rnme~it and citl- gov- 
ernmznt will hc carried along togethcr, for villages and 
cities are gol-erned in ver? rnirch t h o  s:lme inanner. A 
~ i i l a g e  is simply a small city, and a city is a large ~ i l l a g e .  
If y011 li\-e in a citl-, it is of special importance that J-ou 
learn all you can about city government, for you d l  
sooner or later discovcr tliat much of the co~nfort  and 
happiness of your life depencls iipon the 11-aj-s the aKairs 
oI J-our city are nlanaged. A ndl-governed city is one 
of the best piaces in the U-orld for one to livc in, while a 
baclly ~OX-erned  city is one of the n-orst places. If when 
you are grown you will try to rnalte the governnient of 

j-our citj- better, your efforts may be richly ren-arded, for 
you may be the cause of making the lives of thousancls of 
people happier. 

Tke Beginning of a City. -There is an old sa>-ing that 
" Rome was not built in  a day." This is triie of all cities. 
The  miler of streets ancl the grand buildings J-ou See 
aroiind you in a city r e r e  not built in a day. A city 
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begins mith one building, perhaps a flourmill, or a saw-
mill, or a farmhouse, or a rude shed for cattle. Let  us 
tr- to follosv in our irnagination the growth of a city. Let 
us suppose the first building is a sasvmill built in a forest 
of fine tirnber. Soon after the mill is built its managcr 
builds a home for hinlself cind family. I n  a short time 
rows of houses are built as clwellings for the  mcn n-ho 
work in the  mill ancl for those who cut down thc trees. 
These roms of houses are the  beginnings of streets. T h e  
faniilies svho dwell in these houses n-iust be supplied with 
groceries and other necessaries; hence it is not long be- 
fore a merchant comes and erects a building for a store. 
T h e  horses that hau1 thc logs must be shod 2nd the 
wagons repaired; hcnce a blacksinith shop nnd a wheel- 
wright shop must bc built. A railroad is built ncar the 
settlement, and this brings a station and a station rnaster. 
T h e  place must now llave a name. A natural name for 
it woiild be Rlill~ille. Let us call it that. Millville is 
prospcrous, and many who wish to join in its prosperity 
are  attracted to it. T h e  doctor and the druggist, the 
shoemaker and the carpcnter, with thcir families, come 
to try their fortunes. Soon a schoolhouse is built, and 
a church and a house for  the  preacher. Another n d l  is 
built. This means more workrnen and more nierchants. 
Nosv come the tailor, thc seamstress, the  inusic teacher, 

the barber, and baker, and many others. Millville has 
a thousand inhabitants. Uut it has no separate govern- 
ment. It is governed precisely as the niore thinly settled 
region around it is governed. I t  pays a large sharc of the 
taxes of the  county in which it is situated, yet it gets but 
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little return for the  money. I n  thc  spending of the taxes 
but little attention is given to its needs. I t  needs street 
lai.~ps, sidemallis, sewers, ivaterworks, policemen, firemen. 
It  alsa nceds certain powers of government that are nec- 
essnry \L-herever a large number of people live together. 
As it is, in Mi!lville each person acts in reference to his 
nciglibor's cornfort pretty mnch as he pleases. H e  paves 
the sidewalk in front of his house, or does not pave it, a s  
best sriits h im;  he helps to buy oil for the street lamps, 
or he reirrses; if he sces fit, he may throw garbage into 
thc street, ancl commit other offenses against the health 
of the tonw : thei-e are 110 officers and no Iaws to hinder 
hin?. Whcn thcre is a drunken row, there are no officers 
to arrest tbc off- LII d ers. 

In order to changc this state of things, and make Mill- 
ville a safer, cleaner, and inore beautiful place in which 
to live, its inhabitnnts get for it a special government. 

The  people of the szttlemeiit orgrinize as a z i l l q c  (or 
0 7 . They apply to the Legislature of the  State or 
to the judge of sonie court, and get a c / in~* te r ,which gives 
thern the right to village offxers aild village laim and 
privileges. TY'nnt thcse officers are called niid what are 
their powcrs it is not necessary to state here. If you live 
in a charterecl village, get a copy of yoiil; village charter 
and stiiciy it. Vou crin learn from the charter all you 
necd to know aaboiit J-our X-illage government. I t  is 
cnough to say h e x ,  that undcr their charter the  citizens 
of Millville begin the business of governing a village. 

1 IVha t  is spokcii oi iii t h k  lessori as a iillage is in t h e  Southern Statrs 
iisually callerl a f a w i z .  





founcling a coliege. 3 0 t h  the railroacl company and the 
coliege will conduct their be,siness under their charter. 
The charter will te!l them just what they may do, and 
they niust not clo more than this. -4city also, as has 
been said, is go~err ied ~ l n d e r  a charter grantccl by the 

Statc. The  parties to \\-i.,i)nl thc charter is granted are 
all ihe male citizens of the city above t~venty-one years 

of age. In  our llext lesson n;e shall sce what kind of 
government a city usually enjc~j-s linder its charter. If 
p u  a-ish to uiicler-stnncl the government of a city, by all 
means get a copy of its charter aild read it. 

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

I .  Obtain a copy of your I-illage (or borough) cliarter. and exainine 
it for ansxer to thc foiloning q ~ i e ~ t i o i i ~  : 

n. i i - he~ i\vai tlie cliarter granted? 
6. By \\hat autlioriiy \\as it grniitedl 
L ,  1Vliat is tlie title of tlie e:.;cciiti\.e o%ccr of the ~:illageI 
(I. XViiat is tiie gol-erning !)od- callecl? 11-hat are tlie p o ~ w r s  of tliis 

boclyi Hex oiteri cloes it nieet? 
z. Are tlie ofificers o: the T-illage elecied or appoiiitedl 

,f iVliat po~vers of taxatioil clocs the charter graiit I Could the people 
of tiie ~ i l l age  be taxed to build a biidge costing Sjo,ooo? One 
costi11g s;ooo: 

X. TX-ho are entitled to vote at  rillage elcctic;ns? 
h. 1i7!iat are tiie boundaries of tlie village? 

2 .  11-iiat iinpro~-ements nr-e ncedcci in your ~ i l l a g e ?  Can tliey be 
secuved under tlie ternis of tiie charter? 

3. Have you Seen vi!Iagcs iiiuch iiiore attractire tlian tlie one in 
wliicli you live? IT<liat iiiakes a villagc attractive? 

4. .Are tlie o5icer; of yoiii- ~- i ! lqe  s!ow and old-iashioned. or pro- 
gressive aiid modern, in tlieir ideas? 

LESY. iS CIV. - j 



Tlie modern city I n s  come to be a huge corporation for carrying oll 
a huge business nith many brailc1ies."-joht Fzske. 

The City Counci1.- You find that the charter of your 
city provides for a government with a d i~ i s ion  of powers 
such 3s was dr.scribec1 in a previous lesson. I t  provides 
for a legislative or lawmaking department, for a judiciai 
department, and for an esecutive department. T h e  l a m  
of a city are made by a body ~isually called the Cztj 
Lonnczl;  sometimes this body is called the  B o n d  q,f 

A L d e i m c r ~  T h e  city is divided into wards, and the voteri: 
of each nard  elect one or more councilmen to represent 
them in the City Council. If there are twenty mards in 
the city, the Council will consist of twenty, or forty, or sixty 
members, according as there are one, two, or three mem-
bers froin cach viard. These councilrnen nleet in the City 
Hall, and malie laws ior the governnient of the  city. 
T h e  laws that a City Council makes are called ordz'iznaccs 

A n  ordinance, then, is a city law. These ordinances of 
the  Council relate to almost ecerj-thing that concerns life 
in a city. Tllere is nct room here to speak of all the 
things done by a City Council; a few of the things done 
by it, however, nmy be meiitioiled. 

When you are born, the City Council requires that your 
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liame be registered in the book of births; when ).OLL are 
old eiiough to go to school, it provides for you schools and 
teachcrs and, sometinies, books; if your parents are too 
poor to support you, it will help you with food and cloth- 

in=,; when you go out from y o ~ l r  home, you walk upoil 
streets paved and cleaned and liglited b j  the Council; if 
3ou should be attacked, its policemen will arrest your 
assailaiit ; if you \visli to eiigage iii iome business, it will 
p~obably deinand of you a licensc; if you wish to build a 
home, J ou inust first get froni it permissioii to build ; if your 
house takes fire, its firemen come rushing to put the fire out. 
Thc Council provides for the renioval of garbage from your 
J aid ; it cnlploj-s nlen to inspect the  quality of your food 
m d  drink ; it pro\ idec parbs aiid open squares I\ here you 
may Set a brertth of fresh aii arid a glimpse of nature;  it 
Lauses to be biought into your housc a supplj of fresh 
water, and it provides selvers to carrj  impurc water a n a y  
from J orir house; if in youi- old age you shall be infirm 
and poor, the  Council nill care for you in its asylums; a t  
lnqt, mhen you shall die, it nill g r m t  a perinit for yo~rr  
bririal, and the fact of your death xill  have to be registered 
i n  its lsook of deaths. 

Thus from birth to death the acts of the City Council 
affect your lirec. How iinportant then it is that that body 
should be cornposed of honest and intelligent nien ! How 
tircless s h o d d  be the efforts of voters to secure the  elec- 
tion of such meri ! Remember this : I i  you succeed in 
getting honorable, mide-awake snen in your City Couiicil, 
you ~ ~ i l l  havc a weil-gorernecl city. Ac fnr  as you know, 
have you such men now in your City Council 3 



The Mayor. -T h e  e'cecutii-e power of the government 
of a city is g i ~ e n  to an officer cal!ed the Xryor. T h e  
Mayor is elected b>- tbe votes of the pcople for a terni 
varying from one t•â foiir )-elrs. His duty is to carry intn 
effect the orclinmces of th:: City Co~~iicil .  In  mast citics 
the Maj-or can z8ctu a:i or-diixxice of the Couricii. This 
means that he can forhid th,e passan; of siich an o~-iii~iance 
-veto nieaning IJfildid. ?Yhm an oi-dinance is ~etoecl,  it 
is generally seilt back to the  Comcil ancl \-otecl iipori again, 
and if it is pnssed a p i n  by a t~-o-tliirclsvote, it is n la~\-fil! 
ordinance and rnust he enforccd, riotwithstaiiiiing thc 
Mayor's objection. Xiiother cluty of the hlaycr is to 
appoint many oi the oficers ~ l i o  concluct the business of 
the  citj-. T h e  business oi 3 citj- is very great, much greater 
than that of an- goi-ernnient that has beeri J-et striclied, aiid 

it taltes alinost an army of 111en to transact it. T h e  n-ork 
of the city is donc by departments. These a r e :  T h e  
department of police, the dcpartment of health, the depart- 
ment of taxes, the 6re dcpartrnent, th r  clepartinent of 
streets, the departnent of education, the dcpartrnent of 
elections, and other departments. I n  many cities the  
heads of these dcpai-tments al-c zippoiiiteil by the Mayor, 
but the appointmcnt has usurilly to be approved by the 
City Coiincil. h131-1)- people belizve thnt the  l i aycr  ouglit 
to have the right to appoint the heads of the departments 

withoiit submittirig liii choice to the Cit!; Council. They  
think this n-ould give the Mayor an  opportunity to choose 

better men. Unless he has this fu!i pol\-er of app6intment, 
he is compellcd to appoint only such men as a r i  acceptable 
to  the  Council, ancl when a bad appointment is made, the  



Council n-otild aliow him to m:ike. \\'hat is clone in ea& 
dlpartinent is s~!inmeil iip iri a writtcn riport  and is sent to 

tiie Xayor and City Counci:. I f  yoil wich to study city 
y , ~ v e r n ~ n e n tthoroughly, you must study these reports of 

~ i l ed e p - t m e n t s  3s T\-e!l as the  rlty Charter. 

City Courts. - I f  the City Counci! should pass an ordi- 
nance forbiclding the esplosion of fii-ecrackei-s upon the 

strcet, it ~ o u l d  be the ciuty of the Mayor to enforce it. 

This he ~ o u l d  clo through the pd!iceii~cn, but not through 

the police a h n e .  An:- one acciised of violating the ordi- 
nance i\~ould first he taken to a police court, and there be 
triecl befoi-e a police justice for the ofiense. If the accused 
pzrson \T.-as found guilty, he ~ ~ o u i dthen be handed over to 

the executire ciepartment for punishment. I l7hen a person 

is accused of sonie ver? g r n w  offenir, 3s of arson, or nlur- 

der, his tri31 is c ~ n d i i ~ t ~ d .  in the Ci-inziiini Cowt of the city. 
Hcre he may liave il trial by jury. \T7hat is meant by a 
"trial by jiiry " will be evpiained hereafter. Besides the 

poliee court and criminal court, there is in a large city, 
another coiirt, usuul1~- callec! tlie Court of Common Pleas. I 

i This court tries cases n h e n  the dispute is concerning 

property or money, 01- n-hcrc a question of damages is 
involved, These coi:rts -the Police Courts, tne Criniinal 

Court, anrl the Court of Con~iilonPieas- are the  jiidicial 

depart~ncnt of thc gorernmrnt oi n city. 
i What a City Goverrlment shoiild Do. -\Te have described 

brieflq- the three partc of a city goverriment, ancl have 
spoken oi a ien- of thz ti:ings a citj- gox-ernment cloes. 



with gas also? Should it own and operate the electric cars? 

It provides children with an  education; should it p r o ~ i d e  
them with a midday lunch also? Should it furnish the 

music for the  parks ? Shoiild it own and operate the  tele- 
phone ? Should it lay pipes and supply heat to families ? 
These a ie  a few of the  questions you will be called upon to 
answer when you become uoters. You cannot answer theii~ 
intelligcntly nom ; but if you will begin to study them now, 
when the time c o i n ~ ~  for you to vote and act, you will not 
vote and act like blind men. 

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTiONS 

(For Pupils nho  live in Cities) 

I .  I n  what county is the city in wliich you live situated? When xas  
it organized? \Vliat are its bcundnries? ?Vliat is its population? 
\$'hat are its iiidustries? Can a city be situated in a town? 

z. How rnany n.ardc in 1-our city? In \\-liicli ward do you live? 
Bound the ward iii n.hic11 you live. How iiiaiiy couiicilmen or alder-
nien doec each x x d  in p u r  city send to the City Couricil? What  are 
tlie qualifications of a good councilman? Same  tlie councilmen viho 
represent your ward. 

3. Let a pupil obtaiil a copy of tlie report of tlie police departinent 
and describe its n-ork. The  report ~vill sIiorr how many policeiiien are 
einployeti. nhat  are tlicir salaries, tlie nuniber of arrests inade, tlie 
causes for nhicli the arrests were iiiade, and other interestiiig facts. 
Keports of otlier depax-tinents inay be siinilarly studieci. 

4. H o n  does tlie rate of tasation in your city compare with that of 
other cities of eqiial size? 

5. Wliat ic tht. amouiit of tlie debt of your city? 
6. Does your city on-ii iti; gps and electric light plaiits? 
7. Has p u r  city tlie reputatioii of l~eing weil governed? 
8.  SVliat are tlie qiialifications of n good Mayor? 
9. How ins!. cliildren help the cause of good city gorerninent? 



L E S S O N  XX 

THE STATE 

States ~nakeu p  the mass, tlie li•âdy,the organic stuff of the govern-
inent of the country. To  them is intrusted our CM>-nelfare." 

- I I  O n d ~ o wJ5Zroiz. 

The Thirteeii Colonies. -I n  speaking of the government 
of the city and town and coiinty, we have now and then 
spoken of a larger governmeiit that is above these and 
that holds these together. This larger govcriiment is the 
State, and it is the State we are non7 going to ~ t ~ d y .  1iTe 
may best begin the study of the  State by glrtiicing a t  the  
history of State gorernnlent in the United States. 

A t  the  outbreak of the Revolutionary \\'ar, the three 
million Englishmen who lived along the coast of the 
Atlantic occupied thirteen distinct and separate colonies, 
-Pvlassachusetts, New Hanipshire, Rhode Islancl, Con-
necticut, New York, Xew Jersey, Pennsylvanirt, Delaware, 
hlaryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, ancl 
Georgia. These colonies were all dependent upon the 

English government; their inhabitants \vere subjects of 
the English king. But England was three thousand n d e s  

amay, and it took, in those tinies, ::iany weeks for a vessel 
to cross the  Atlantic. A s  a result of this nide scparation, 

England could not govern an An1erica11 colon~-  in the 
same way that she governed one of her counties at honie. 
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A colony in many things was allovxd to govern itself. i t  
elected its own lan-n~akcrs,it appointed its owii judges. 
Rhode Island ancl Connecticut even elected their own &I,-

ernors, and thus exercised the three p o ~ ~ e r s  o i  government, 
-the legislative, the  exec~t ive,  and the judiciul. Xsi& 
from the tie that bouncl it to Englaiici, a colony had no 
other ties. Each colony was indrpendent of all the othzr 

colonies. Pennsylvania hac! no more to do in the viay 
of government with its neighbor Mx\-lmci than it hnd 
with Prussia. L i h v i s e  each colony had a different h i s  
tory, Virginia had growl bj- joining to hei-self, from tirne 

to time, the counties that wcre lormed as nen- tracts i ) i  

land xvere brought undcr cultivation. T h e  L O I L Z ~ ,there-
fore, 1%-as of great importance in Yirginia, ?Jassachrisctts 
had been fornieci b\- joiiling togcther t ~ r -ocolonies that had 

consisted each of a niimber c:f tcxns.  For  rhis reason tlie 
t a z w  was the niost importaiit ieature in tlic colonial gov- 

emment of Xassschusetts. 7\!ar\-laritl liad been developeci 
in much the ay a TI ise inndli?id n ould d:x-elop an im-
mense tract of frtrming land Connecticut and Rhocle 
Island, as we ha7:e Teen, 11 ere so frze that the; n ere almost 
indepenclent republics. Thxs it canie about that at the 
tirne of the  Re\oiLition the tliirteen colonies nere  not o n l ~  
independent of each other, but they ciiffered from each 
other in the  character uf their governrnents. 

The Thirteen Original States. -After the Rex olutionrir~ 
JVar had brought v ic to r~  to the _ln~ericans ,  ench colony 
foiind itself a frze aild indepenclent nation, -a State. 
Instead of thii-teen E n g l i ~ h  colonies, tliere nere  thirteen 
American States T i  e shall sec heieriftci-. hou,  alter 



muc!i trouble, the thirtceri States joined and formed the 

ci?itzd States. At present let us try to grasp the idea 
tllat ;>-heri the co!onics had gairied their freedom, each 

n-as then free to govern itself. Indeecl, each colony 
\vas corilpclled to goverri itself, for there was no longer 

ariy ki:~g or prliarnent for it to looli iip to. As quickly 
as poscible after thc Declaration of Inciependence, the 
people of each colony took iip the difficult taslc of self-
government. T h e  first thing to be dorie was to change 
thc coloiiial governrnent into a State government. This 
xns  clone by rzpresentatives of the people of a State 
coniing togetlier in cons-entioii arid agreeing on a plan 
as to just how the State was to be gover~ied. This plan 
TTX ~ v r i t t e ~ iout aiid subii~itteci to thc pmple for ratification, 
arid was called the Constitutioii of the State. Each colony 
niade for itself a coiistitution that suited best its o m  

wislies and its own neecis. T h c  constitution of Virginia 
diffcred from that of 3I:~ssachusetts, because the needs 
of T7irgiiiia r e r e  different from those of Xassachusetts. 
YOU must not suppose tbat the 11ew State gos-ernmeilt that 
n-as forn~cci differecl ver-J. much from the old colonial gov- 
ernmcnt, T h e  people of a colony, after man)- years of 
hard esperience, harj built up the kind of go\-ernmeilt they 
liked best, and they had become used to obeyirig certain 

.~ t n sand observing certain custonis. S o w  it is not pos- 

sible -and you shoujd tliink of this ~vheii  )-OLL hear I I ~ W  

schenies of ~o~:ei-r~iueritpmposcd-it is not possible for 
a people sudclen1~- to make n con~plete change in their 
l a m ,  customs, ancl habits. So the new State governments 

were necessari1)- very much like the old colmial govern- 
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inents. T h e  colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Islaiid 
did not form a new government a t  all. T h e  olcl charters 
granted to them by England were taken as Constitutions 
for these two States. 

T h e  State govcrnments differed from each other in 

many respects, yet they wei-e alike in many I-espects. 
Thiis every State elected a Governoi- for a short term of 
years. I suppose if ;1 State hnd so desiied, it could havc 
chosen some one as its king. I3ut none of them dicl this. 
They had had enoiigh of kings. Again, in every State 
the po~vcrs of gorernment n ere divided into the legi\lative, 
eiecutivc, ancl judicial departnients. T h e  common law of 
Eriglaiici n a s  also declnred in all thc States to be the law 

uiicier the new orcler of things. I t  was natural that the 
SOL-er~inientiof the different States shouiJ bear a strong 

rescmblance to cach otlier. S h e  pcople of the  colonies, 
froni S e n -  Hampshire to Georgia, were nearly all the Same 
in blood and speech ; tliey n e r e  nearly all Englishmen, 



Union, nlaking forty-five in all. The last to be admitted 

was Utah (1896). 
The governinents of the  admitted States were nlodeled 

after those of the older States. 
It  is plain that the yoiinger States have had an advaii-

tage orer the older ones in the matter of making 1an.s fol 

themselres, for they have been able to select those laxs 
of the older Ctates that expvrience has shown to be gond, 
and they have been able to axojd making those laws that 
experience has shon-n to be bad. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

r .  Bouncl tlie State in wliicli :;ou live. 1s it one  of the origi:.:~: 

Siates? If it is not. when r a s  it admitted into the Gnion? 
2 .  SVhat is tlie origin of the iiailic of youi- State? What  is its nicli- 

ilnnie? JVliat is tlie origin of its iiicknailie? 1Vlint is the populaljori 

of your State ? 
3. How man. States have a q e a t e r  pol~ulatioli than p u r  State? 

i\-liat is the ai-ea of j-our State? Ho\v many States liave a p a r e r  ai-ea? 

Ho\\- man! States as large as tlie iiiallest State i n  the Union coulcl be 
macle out of tlie largest State in ilie Union? 

4. If ynu live in one of tlie adri-iitted States, learn from ri.!iat State 
the first settlers in p u r  Stnte caiiir anci compare yoLK S t a k  wit!i t!i~ 
pareiit State. in reference to ( n ) gorei-niiient, (h)  religioil. ( i )  occu1iatio:l. 
(d)political parties. 

j. Name t l ~ e  territories. TYliic11 of Iliese do you tliink \Ti11 become 

a State first? 



THE STATE CONSTITUTIOX 

In the .Aiiic~ic;\;i Si.:ite tlie !e,~$slaiiii.e is iiot sulreiiie, but 113sliiiiits 
to its autliority I~rc ic i i l~ec!by a \ \ r i t ten d o c m m i t  knorrn as the Consri-
tiition." -/ohi~ fiWke. 

Meaning of the Word <'Constii~tion.~-Yoii hnve mct 

with the  word C O ? Z S I ~ ' ~ I I J ~ O ~ ~sevcl-al times alread\-, aiid, 
since you will meet n-ith it inai?:; times heieafter, yo:i 
ought to  try to understarid clearly \\-hat it nleans. S h e  
ward comcs froni CL>ILS~~~Z!O,3 Latin n-or-cl T\-hich meails 

$4cst/r0/2Sh,srtflt. T h e  constitiition of a debnting society 
is a set of fixed rules by r h i c h  the society is to  hc: per-
manently p v e r n e d ,  2nd irom n-hich it carinot rightfully 



the right to gox-ern themselves; that all citizens have a 
right to a trial b)- j i q ;  that the Governor, the judges, 

alld ~ h e  lanxiakers cirz responsible to the people for their 

actioiis ; that all mal? adult citizeris have the right to 

vnte ; that the lecislati-ie, executive, arid judicial po\verS 
o i  gol-ernme~its h n l l  bz qcparatz ; that there shall be 
1-~ ~ ~ , c l o m  s p ~ ~ c hof and debate; that no one shall be 

compellecl to give evidcncc against himself in a court of 
1 . 2 ~; that the pr-ss shall be free ; that no title of nobility 

shall be granted ; that a man's religion shall not be made 

z test for huldiiig of5ce; t!-tat the people have in them- 

se!ves the right to form a nen- go\-ernn~ent,  After declar- 
ing these ar.d some other rights, the  constit~~tion talces up 

the i~xcczltiz~cdcpartment of govcrninent. I t  states wlio 

may b r  eiecti'cl Go\-crnor, h o ~and n h e n  he niaj- be 
elected, how Iong 'ne shall serve, arid n h a t  are ilis pon-ers 

and duties. S h z  powers and duties of other executire 

officers are also d~finrcl. *After the executive we come 
to the Zcgi.rZati;,gde;)artment. \Ve are told \\-hat shall 

be the nnme of the  Legislature, ho:v it shall be composed, 
x h o  m3)- be its mt':xbers, ~ v h e r e  it shall meet, hou; a law 

shall be passecl, and, in a general way, T;hat kinci of 1 3 ~ ~ - s  
shall be passecl, arid wh3t kind may not be passed. (Thus 

it states thnt the Legislztuic shu!l pass no law sucpending 
the w-it of iloheizs c.j;;ili/.s. See P.42.) After the  legisla- 

ti-ie comes the j:idz'cljzZ department, The  ciuaiifications, 

duties, ancl pon-ers of judges are explained, and the 

boundaries of tiie cliffercrit jr?dicial circuits are defined. 
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relate to cducation, corporations, public debts, ta~atiori, 
and amendmcnts. T h e  constitution altogether wodd 
malie about forty pages of this book. Tliere are fort!--
five States, and each State has its 011-ii constitution and 
no two cnnstitiitions are alihe, but all tlle Statc constitu- 
tions have a streng resemblance to the one that has been 
described. 

How the Constitution of a State is Nade. -The  consti- 
tution of a State is made by a body of men who are 
chosen to make a constitution and to do nothing else. 

This body is called the C~izz~iztioiz.This 
Convention is composed of delegates elccted by the people 
of the couaties 2nd cities of the State. I n  this Constitu- 
tiorial Convention the rieeds and wishcs of the people of 
the State arc discussed, and a constitution is carefullp 
drawn up. After a constitution is agreed upon by the 
Convention, it is cubmittcd to the people to be voted 
upon. I • ’  a majority oi  the popular l o t e  is Cast for it, 
it stands as the constitution -the f i ~ e d  plan of go~~ei-n-

ment. If it does not receive a m~jor i ty  of the votes, no 
fiirther attention is paid to i t ;  the work of the Convention 

was. in vain. I f  the people reject a proposed constitution, 
they must live under the old constitution until another 
Convention is called, and a constit~~tionis frained that 

11-ill suit them. I n  recent years there have been Constitu- 
tional Conventions that ha re  not subnlitted the constitu- 

tion to the people to be voted upon. In  nearly all the 
States, hon-ever, a coilstitution must be voted upon and 

adopted bj  the people beiore it is the law. 1s it best to 
let the people rote  upon the constitution of their State ? 

I 



constitution the fixed, unchanging plan of government 
Uut it n o d d  not do for a constltution to renain unchanged 

arid unchaiigeable forever. I t  sonietimes happens that a. 

plan is good a t  one time and 3 et bad at  another t ime,  and 
a constitution that might have been good and nise  in the 
year 1800, may, by the  year 1900, hrrve becoine foolish or 

harinful. I f ,  then, there ic something in a constitution that 
ought not to be theie, or if something ought to be there that 
is not there, how shall a change be made T h e  a n s n t r  
is : /;I'nuzrrzdmcrzt, the constitrttion is tlzt iz&d I? here it is 
nekk. This is clone as follons : T h e  Lcgislature of the  
State passes tthe amendnient, xxhich it thinkc ought to be 
inseited in the constitution, and thea submits the  ameiid- 
mcnt to the  people to be voted upon, for or againit If  
it gets the  requisite number of tlie vutes oi  the electo~s, 
the arnendment becomes a part  of the  constitutioil. I n  

soine States, it is difficult to secure an  amendinent to the 
coiistitution on account of the difficrilty of gettink it 
passed by the Legiiiature Thus, in Caliiornia before 

an arnendment can be siibmitted to tl-ie people it must 
first P ~ S Sin the Legiilature by a vote of t n o  thirds of 311 
the inernbers 111 Georgia an amerrdment must pass in 

two successive legiilatures, both times by a txt.0-thirds 
iote, hefore it can be ~ubmi t ted  to the people Is it V i ~ e  

to  make it difficult to have the constitution chariged P 
\\'hen an entirely new const;tution is clei~red, a nen 

Coiistitutional C o n ~  eiltion iilust be caliecl This ic. L I ~ U -

ally clone as follons T h e  Legislature c~ibinits to the 



tional Convention or not. Tf the people vote yi9s,  the 
Legislature p r o d e s  for the electiori o i  the clelzgates to 

the Convention. The  election is then hclcl ancl the elected 
delegates meet in con~eiltioii, n ? a w  a ilew constit~itiun, 
and submit it to the people to be i-otccl upoii, as has bijen 
explainecl. You see that a constitution is acloptccl dircctly 
by the votes of the people. I t  is not adopted by the 

representatives of thc people: it is iwj- nearlj. the work 
of a pure democracj-. 

'' Constitutional and "Unconstltutional.~~-You will 
often meet with thcse nords  in your rzading. lt 'hat do  
they niean ? Constitiitionril nieans in accordance n-ith the 
constitution. If an act of an individual, or of an ofi'icer 
of government, or a lan- of the Legislature, does not con-
flict with anything that is found in the coristitution, that 
act or law is cunstitiitional. " 'ci'nci>nstitutiond" meaiis, 
of course, mt  constitutional. Sh i s  scems at  first sight 

is constitutional or  unconstitutionnl. I~.'hetlier it is or not, 
must be decided by the juclges of the State. 

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  S U G G E S T I O N S  

I .  Get a copy of thc coilstitution of !.oiii- Stnte, and exainine it for 
a n s m r s  to tlie iollonin; qiiestioi~s: 

(d) Are tliei-e an>- n~nc~idincnts to the constitutioii as it I ~ O Wstands? 
If so, ulien and why  were they aiioptecii 

( e )  ii72iat prorisioii o i  tlie coiistit~ition seeiiis to be tlie inost iniportant? 
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( J )  ~0 p u  find auything in the coustitution that you would like to 
See changed? 

H ~ I S  you proceed to get the coristitution chaiiged? 

3 .  Elecr a coinniittee consisting of classmates to draw up a constitu- 
tion fdr tlie governmeiit of a debating society. Provide in tlie consti- 
tutioii for election of officei-s. time and place of lioldiiig nieetiiigs, 
qLr~liiicationsfor meriibersliip. dues  fines. etc. Tlie cornmittee cannot 
do goocl x o r k  uiiless it t;ikes as a inodel some suitable coustitution 
alreaciy c1ran.n u!~.  Tlie constitiitiori d r a n  iip sliould be subniitted to 
the V ho!e class for approval. 

3. Siippose you thiuk a certain law is unconstitutional, have you a 
r j h t  to disobey i t ?  
j. How many constitutions has your State liad during its entire 

h is tor  ? 
j .  lVould it be wise for LIaine arid Louisia~ia to excliange constitu- 

tionsl 
LESS. IS CIV. -8 
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SHE STATE LEGISLATURE 

(.iX-liiie acting as tlie rcpi-ecc~~talive c;f tlie peopie I shaii be governed 
by theii- \\iil 011 all cn!)jtcts upon w!iic!i I liave tlie iileaiic of kiion-isg 

liat tlieir wiii is. anti iipori al! otliers I sliall clo vliat iiiy o ~ ~ i i  judgine~it 
teaches nie \:.il! best advailce tlieir iii1erests."- Abi-ahain Lz?zcuZn. 

When and wherr the State Eeglslature Meets. --Each 
Pzta tc  haa its r(<fiitili,01- thc cit)- in n-hich the business of 
the State govcrnment is transacted. If you ha\-e evcr beeil 

ofin thc ~2;~pitzl  yoi~i-Statc, yoii 1 1 3 ~ 2doiibtless visited the 
c t ~ i f d ,01- Stat r j lom~' .  This is usua!!y a handsome build- 
ing, coi-itaiiiiiig inany ha!Is, galleries, ailcl officcs. I n  this 
buildiilg is donr the ixost importai~t ~vork  of the  State gov- 
erilment. E e r e  the Governor of the State aixl his assist- 
ants hxve t l~e i r  offices; herc the highest jucigcs of the 
State hold thcir courts ; here every two yeai-s thc  Legis- 
iriturc oi  the Ctnte meets to nlake lan-s. If your \-isit to 
the Statchousc is made 1111~11the da)- a newly elected Leg- 
islature meets for the first time, you can learn much about 
the making of lan-s. 

The Twc Branches cf the Legislature. -Let  LIS suppose 
that J-ou ai-e in the Ctatchoiise on the morning a Legis-
l a t u r ~  asseiiibles for tlie Erst time. Ii'hen the hour for 
meeting coi~:cs, the la~vmalicrs, n-110 have beeil moving 
busily about in thc corricloi-s, taiking n i th  each other, divide 

1 1 4  



olle e11d of t h ~Statehouse. T h e  meri who meet in this 
roolll are somewhat advanced in y e u s  ; they moye about 

iil a cluiet and dignified maniler. Some af them see:n to 
be iamiliar with the pIace and to Imow hau- to l q i n  11-ith 

the business. These men are scmtws ,  this is the Senate 
cliamber, 2nd this branch of the Lcgislai~ire is the Scnnfc. 

Thz larger riumbcr of h ~ v m a k e r s  acsemh!e in a ]arge 
hall at  the oppositc end of the St:~tehousc. Thls body, ac 
V-e Iook upon it froin a gallery, diiicrs much in appearance 

from the Senate. ~ h emen are of al! agcs, froni the  young 

mnii of t \ ~ o  aiid t1~211t~- to the grzy-haired inan of SC\-enty. 

Sone of thein are digr;ified an?, of plcasirig arid intelligent 
appcai-ance; othcrs appeai to be ver? ordinary men. 1% 

fen- of them are self-posscsscd, but most of thcm act 2s if 
they \X-ei-e in a strange place. Shesc  meii are rqh?~smt(z-
ti;$cs,and this is the I(a:~scnf Rr~i~cscrz in t i ' ;~~~~.T h e  Legis- 

lat~ireof a State. therefore, is divicled into two brariches, -

an iipper house, 01- Senate, nnd a Ion-er housc2 01- Hoiise of 
Representatives. In some States the loi:-er house is called 

tiie Assembl;, in others it is called the  House of Dele- 

gates. I n  Xorth Caroliiia it is called the  Hoiise of 
C o n ~ i n o : ~ ~ .  

Election of Members of the Legislature. -Uoth tbe 
l o n w  house arid the Senate are representative bodies, that 

is, the  niembers of both are seilt to the capi:ai tc  act in tlie 
p!ace of the peopie. T h e  counties (or to\\-:X) and cities 

are represented in the House of RepreseritntI~.es. xcording 
to population. A corrntj- (or ton-n), if it ic s:m!i, iilay have 

but one representat i~e,~ r h i l ea coiinty vSth a large popu- 
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lation rnay have two, or three, or four. I n  the sanie way 
a city is represented by one, two, or more rzpresentatix-e3, 
according as it is small or lrirge. Hon- i i  the  number of 
representatives for a county, or to~vn,  or citj determined? 
Every ten yenrs a GC~ZSILSof the people is taken, und trom 
this census it can be deterniined hon maiiy representatives 
a county or city is entitled to. If it is the lnw that there 

should be at  least one representative for 10,000 people, 
then a County with a popiilation of 10,000 or under nou!d 

be entitled to one representative ; a county n ith a popu13-

tion of more than 10,ooo and less than zo,ooo nould get 

two representatives ; a city of 50,000 peoplc, according to  

this rule, would get five representati~ es. 13ut a 1an malcing 
bociy should not be so large as to rnaliz it clifficult to trans- 
act business in a quiet and cleliberate mariner. A State 
with ~,ooo,ooo of inhabitants, represented by one repre-
sentative for every 10,000 people, ~ v o d d  have a House of 
Representatives consisting of IOO mcnihers. If the popu- 
lation of the State iiicreases to z,ooo,ooo, how would the 
law have to be changed so that the number of represeiita-
tives would still be IOO ? 

A senator represeiits a larger number of people than is 
represented by a member of the House. T h e  State is 
divided into senatorial districts, and from each of these dis- 
tricts one senator is elected. X senatorial district may in-
clude several counties, or several senators rnay represent 
one county. I t  is generally p r o ~ i d e d  by lan that senators 
shall be older than representatives, and ior this r- ~ a s o n  
they are supposed to be ~ ~ i s e r  than members of the lon-er 
house. They are elected to serve for longer terms than 



ri1oi-e expcrience in matters of government. 
Qrganization. -After  a 7.011 cnZl of the members, the  

firs: tijing that  is done in the neivly elected House of 
~ z ~ r c s e n t a t i v e sis to choose a presiding officer, called a 
,sjcn/l;.r. T h e  Spcalier takes the  cliair, and then the 

Ijouse proceeds to elect sonii. one mho is not a member, 

as its C h K  or Secretar:,.. T h e  duty of this official is to 
i ~ r i t eout in a large book, called thejourmal,  a full account 

of e~-er\-thing tliat talies place in the  House. T h e  House 
nei t  elects a St.i;~~.iz;zi-~~d-~~i~?~zs,an  officer whose duty it 
is to keep order in the House, ancl to bring absent meni- 
bers to their seats when their presence is needed to make 
a q u o r m ~ z .  

\\'heil the  Clerk and Sergeant-at-Arrns, and such minor 
ofFicinls as niessengers arid doorkeepers, are chosen by 
the Tote of the House, the Speaker announces the  Cant-
miif~7cs of ihe Ho:/sc. 

,Z Conlmittee of the House consists of a sinall nurnber 
of members -three, or f ix ,  or seven, or nine -who have 
charge of some particular branch of legislative business. 
Thus  if the  Spcaker appoints five members as  the  Com-
mittee on Education, all matters coming up in the House 
i d a t i n g  to education arc first referred to this committee. 
Tiiere are a great rna11y comli~ittees. T h e  most iniportant 

31-z those on F inmce ,  Corpoi-ations, the  Judiciary, Elec- 
tions, Xppropriatioiis, Educntion, Labor, Manufactures, 
Xgriculture, Public Builclings. 

If we hncl remnined in the  Senate cluring its opening 
hour, we shoulcl hax-e Seen alrnost the  same thiiigs that  w e  



>an in the House. There  might have beeil some &Eer-

ence in the matter of the presiding officer Some States 
havc 3 L ~ e u f i ~ z a a t  ancl whcn this is thc case, this G O L ~ C I ~ I ;  
officer, by 1 irtuc of his o%cc, ncts as Cllnii-rrzn~zor I'iesi-
clcnt of the Senate. l re t  even here there is a Licutciiant 
Go~ernor ,  the Senate elects a President pro icm$ow, nho 
ser\ es in thc abserice of that officer. So we may sa>- that 
the Senate i i  oioanizeci in thc same wav tliat w c  q.im t h ~  

its Sergeant-at-Arms, its mcssengcrs and doorkcepcrs, and ithe Presiricnt aiinoutices just such committees as are an-
nouiiced in the House. After the two  houses have becn I 

orgaiiizccl as described, the I2egis1ature is ready to begin 
its worl;, -to malte l a w  for the n-elfare of the  people. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

( .hsners  tu  a 11uin1)er of these cjiiestioi~c can l x  iound in tlie coiisii- 
tutio~i o i  tlie Slate.) 

I .  1s t!~e capital of your State sitiiattd in the iiiost suitable place? 
Are the citizcnr of tlie Stnte pi-oud of t!lcir Statehouse? 

2 .  U-!lat is llie iinn;e o i  tlie Inner liousc of tlic Legiilatiire of p u r  
Statei \i'lint is tlie name of tlie Legi4atui.e taken as a n-liole? LVlieii 

I I 4 IVIiat the metliod of repiesentntion in your Statei  1s it qen-

6. iT71iat is tlie coinpeiisatioii of a seilator? Of a representatire? 
Laniiiakers iil Ei:glaiid r ec r ix  110 pay for tlieir services. 1s that a 
good ruic? 

7. \\-hat is .. iiiilcnqc " S \ V h t  is iiieant hy rt quoruin "? Wl-iat 
is regardec? as J yilor;cai in tlie Legisiature of your State? 
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THE STATE LEGISLATURE (Continued) 

.:The coi~\-ention,the caiiipaigii, tlie election, tlie dii-ision of the 
I ~ ~ \ v e - s o fgorerilment, tlie exercise of political rights, are merely b r  
the prirpose of malcing n lan-.:'- (;. N. Thnl;pr.

I 
1 Bow a Law is Made. -Let  us now see how a law is 
I 
I passed in the  Legislature. \Ye will siippose that many 

people in the State nish a lan to be passed, conlpelling I 
raiIroad companie., to run their traclis nherever there is a 
roctcIor street-ciossing, either above or b e l o ~  the road or 
sttcet, so that the Lves of pedestrians or those riding in 
veliicles may not be endangered. How ~vill  thej  get the 
lau- p a ~ ~ e d  They will get oiie oi their representrttii es in ? 
the Legislature to talie up their carise for theni. L% nlem-
ber, let us say, of the Hoaie,  11il! prepare a bzll, that is, 
the draft of a lan-, which coinpels railroads to lay t h e x  
traclis either above or belo~v grade a t  ail public crossings. 
Tlie member first gives riotice to the Cpealter that a t  a 

converiierit time he nill introcluce into the House a bi!l 
" T o  compei railroad companies to la] their traclcs either 
above or below grade at  all priblic crossings " l\7iicn the  

day ar-rives for introducing the bill, the meniber q;:eh it 
to the Clerk of the House to read Thi i  is called the$?st 
~eildzzg-. T h e  Cpeaker iaiiilediatelj a f t a  it is read refers 

the bill to its proper ~0i~i71?t i r i>,\ihich. 111 this case, is the 
1x9 
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Committee on Railroads. I n  a few ciays the  Con1nlittee 
in its private room will give attention to the bill. Friericis 
of the bili will appear before the Comniittee and speak in 
its favor ; opponents of it will also be present to spcak 
against it. After hearing both sides of the q~iestioii. the 
Committee nlakes its report to the House. If the Com- 
mittee thinks there is no reason fur  such a law, it reports 
"unfavorably," ancl there the matter xvill probabl!- end :  
the bill is " killccl in Conimittee." 13ut if the Coniniittee 
thinks well of the  bill, it reports " fal-ornbly." This 
means that in the opinion of the Committee the bill ought 
to become a law. The  title of the biil is a g a i ~  read in the 
House, ancl if no objection is raised, it is allo~ved to pass 
upon its sccol/il' wndizc. I n  its regular order the Bill is 
taken up for its thimli m z d  Z g ~ i~i'izdZ'zg-. I t  is n9w read in 

full by the Clerk, and a clisc~ission of it begins. Speeches 
are made in favor of it, and those c-ho are opposed to it, 

zmendment is voted upon, and if it receives a majoritfi of 
the votes, the amendrnent becomes a part of the bill; if 
the amendment is s-otecl clo\xn, the  bill remains as it was 
before. After a full discussion and debate, the measure 
Comes to a final vote. T h e  Speaker asks the Housz, 
" Shall the  bill pass ? " T h e  Iiouse ans1vers the question 
by taking a vote. If a majority vote a y e  ()'es), the biil 
passes; if a inajority vote m, or if the IZOLOSequal the q f e s ,  1 
the  bill is lost;  it is " killecl in the House." Let 11s sup- 
pose it passes in the Housc. I t  is theti taken by the ines- 

j 
I 

senger of the House to the Senate. Here it has the  same 



history that it had in the House. I t  is referred by the 
~>resirient of the Senate to its proper committee. is read 
ibret: times upon three different da) s, is fully discussed 
upor; its last reading, is possibly amended, and is then 

voted upon. If it passes in the Senate with aniendments, 
it miizt then go back to the  House in order that a vote 

mau be taken upon it as amended by the Senate. If it 
parse> in the House with the amendment, the  bill has 
passed, and, as far as the Legislature is concerned, it is a 
levr. 

In nearly all the  States, however, a bill that has passed 
both houses of the Legislature is not yet a law, but rnust 
be sent to the Governor of the State for his approval. If 
tBe Go\-ernor signs it, or if he takes no action upon it 
witliin a f i ~ e d  number of days, it beconles a law. T h e  
Governor mau, honever, veto the bill, that is, he may send 
it back ni th  bis objections stated in 11-riting to that branch 
of the Legislature that sent it to him T h e  Legislature 
mal then take another -i70te upon tlie bill, and if it again 
passes both Houses, it becomes a law in spite of the  Gov- 
ernor's veto. But in order to pass it over the Governor's 
veto, it must, as a rule, get nlore than a bare majority of 
votes In  sorne Statec, it must receive the votes of two 

thirds of the imembers present ; in others it must receive a 
majoritj- of the ~ o t e s  of all the  members elected. 

After a bill has gone throiigh all the stages mentioned, 
after it has been passed b j  both Houses and has been 
signecl by the G o ~ e r n o r ,  it is assumed to be a latv, and an 
attempt 1s made to enforce it, I t  is liable, hon-ever, to be 
declared to be unconstitutional. If, when the bill relating 
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to railroad crossiilgs has beeil passed, the railroad officials 
should object to laying their tracks as  ordered, oii the 
ground that rhe Legislature had 110 right to p a ~ sS U C ~2 

law, 2nd choiild take the niattcr into court aild the jL;dge 

should dccidc that the Legislature hnd no such right 
undcr the constitution, then the 12w w o ~ l d  be nul! and 
s-oid, and the railroad companics would not be compellzd 
to obey it. 

What the Legislature of a State may Do. -T h e  best 
way to learn what the Legislature of a State may do, is to 
learn first wl-iat it may not do. Firct, it inay not pass a 
lan- tbat is contrcry to the constitution of the State. This 
point was illustrated in thc last paragraph. Second, it 
may n ~ tpass a l a v  contrary to the Co:l:titution of the 
United States. TYhen me come to s:udy this Co~istitution, 
we shall Iearii that there are certain powers of go~ernment  



name all the laws that can be passed, and that zrc passed, 
i11 tke Legislature of a State. Sonietimes a t  one sessioil 
ilioro than a thoussnd laws are passed. T h c  follon-in2 is 
2 list o i  a f e ~  of the  things done by a State Legislature : 

(1) I t  gsants charters for the govcrnment of cities, 
boi~~i .~ghc,and villages ; it also grants charters to railroads, 
baiikc, colleges, aiid to many other institutions, public and 
private. 

(2) !t makes laws regrdating tasation, licciises, fees. 
13) I t  defines tlie boundaries of counties aiid towns. 
(4) I t  makes laws for the punishnient of crime, such 

as treason, niurder, arson, theft, bribiiry, forgery, fraiid, 
perjury. 

( j )  I t  mskes laws conceriiing property, such as relate 
to the sale of iands, the givirig of mortgages, the granting 
of decdc, the iiiaking of lvills, the settlement of the estates 
of banki-upts, thc niaiiageiiient of thc  estates of thc dead. 

(6) I t  mnl<es lan-s concerning education, charity, health, 
marriage, divorce. 

( 7 )  Tt i x ~ k e s  lavis coiicerniiig thc  qualificatioiis of 
votrrs rind the time and n~aiiner nf hctldiiig electionc. 

(8) I t  inakes lawc governing raili-oricls, steamboats, ca- 
nals, tdegi-aph conipanics, teiephone compaiiies. 
(9) I t  mxkes lau-s regulating hui;ting, fisl-ii~ig, niining, 

n~aniifactiiring, trading. 

I t  is plain that moit of the laws that regulate 11s in our 
daiiy concl~ict, and in our d a i l ~prrrsuits. nre madz by the 
s ta te .  



Honest Men for the Legislature. -Since the duties of 
the S h t e  lawniaker are so inany and his pon-ers are so 

great, citizens should niake every effort  to clcct only 
honest and intelligent rnen to the Legislature. Thert? is 
good reason to beiieve that in sorne States bad rnen get 
l a~vs  prissed for their own private berlcfit. Thcy do this 
through bribcry. They offer inerubers of the Legislature 
some iriclucement to vote for a bill that is against the 
interests or the comfort of the great mass of people, m d  
in the  interest of their own selfish schemes. T h e  voter on 

election day should think of this and try to pi-eveiit it. 
H e  should not vote to send to the Legislature a man xvho 
he believes can be bribecl. Just as the happincss of the 
people of a city depends, in a great measurc, upon the kind 
of rnen they send to thc  City Council, so the happiness of 
the people of a State depends, in a iarge measurc, upon 
the kincl of nien they send to represent them in the State 
Legislature. If we can get good laws thrci:gh the Legis-
lature of our State, we have advanced a long way on the 
road to good government. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

I ,  Wh)  are illere t xo  branclies of t!ie Legislatiire ? \V117 slioiilcl 
a bill be passec! in bot11 Houces before it beconies a la\\-? \Vl~ j -s i m ~ ~ l d  
there be tliree readingc of a bili? 
z. Has a Goi-ernor of yoiir State the 1-eto p o ~ r e r ?  IVliat ic tlie 

"pocket re to"?  IViien a Gorernor ve toe  a Ijiil. dnes lie act as a leg-
isiative or as an  exec~itii-e officer of gor-erninent? 

3. If t l ~ e  Legislntiire of your State is in seision. 5nci out ~i-hat im-
portant ineasures are befoi-e it. Ai-e yoii prejaieti to spcak intelli-
gently ahout ariy of tliese measures? Have yo~i  in iiiind an- IUTTyou 
would like to see passed? How \ ~ o u l d  you go ;~l>out getting it passed? 



jl;hat is the name of the senator n h o  represents you in the Legisla-

ture? 
4, \J 'tli n h ~ tt n o  dociimenis sliouid a meiiiber of the Legislature 

)le faiiiiiiar l 
+ U-1ia.t ciiifereiice do you o b s e r ~ e  in  t.lie pon.ers of the Legisla-
2 '  

ture alld t h o s  cf the City Couilcil 
6. ii-liat is iiieant by .* suniptuary ian-s " ?  
7 .  ji,.liat is meant 11)- the '. lobby " ?  
8. 111 ~\-liat \ray iuay iiien be bribed without actually giring tlieil-i 
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THE GOVERNOR AND HIS ASSISTANTS 

'-Strictly speakiiig, tlic Go\-ernor is not the licad of  the execiirive 
ciepartment. but a ineinbe:- of it. Tlie esecutire ticparimtnt is ;;ar-
celed out in sereral pieces, ancl liis is one of tiie pieces." -Juhn b i j k e .  

The Goyernor. -- A s  so011 as the lawlialiers have passed 
all the lan-s that seem desirable, they leave tlle capital and 
<J-oto their hornes. I t  is left to the officers of the e.iec7~- D 

ti\-e clepartmciit to see that the lan-s are obeyed. A t  the 
hex1 oE this clepartnient stamds tlle Governor, -the pilot of 
the ship of State. T h e  Goveriiar is elected by the votes of 
the people. His term cf office in some States is for one 
year ; in others, it is for tv-o years ; in othcrs, it is for four 
years. Iri thc  constitutioris of most States it is required 
that the  Governor be a t  least t!iii-tj- years of zge, and that 
he shall have been a resident of the State for five \-ears 
before his elcction. His polVers are great, but they are 
grailted to him by the people, and ii l-ie abuses his power, 
he may be impeached. What  are his pon ers 2nd cluties ? 

T h e  first dritj of a G o x r n o r  i i  to see that the l a ~ i s  are 
faithfiilly executed. If he learns that the lan is being vio- 
lated either by public officei-s or p r i v ~ t e  persons, he niust 
take steps to h a ~ e  the l ans  obej-ccl. To sccure obedience 
he inay call to his assistance judges ancl sheriffs and even 

I 26 



of thz land aiid i-iaval forces within the State. sometimes 
~ v h m:X niob is bent oll destroying life and propest)-, the  
Govzriior calls out the troo11s and sends them against the 

111o'u. 11-hen public business ic to be cotiducted b e t ~ ~ e e ~  
o11e s t a k  and mother ,  the Governor acts in the  naiile of 
the State. I t  is the  Govei-rior's duty to send to the  Legis- 
l a t u r ~  at  the  opening of tlie session a nri7ss~yc.  This 
mzscage infornis the  Legiclature of the conclition of affairs 
througliout the State, and r e c o m m e ~ ~ d s  thc passage of such 
Iuwc as the  Governor thinks ought to bii passccl. T h e  
Legislat~ire, ho~i-er-er, is not bound to pass, or even to con- 
sider, thc laws I-ccoiiimended in a mcssagc. 111 t i x e  of 
dailger 01- pressiiig nced, if the Lcgiclature is not in ses-
sion, the Goiei-nor may call it iii c.zrirrt scssioi~,so thot it 
inaj a t  once pass such laws us the  nzoinent req:iisec. T h e  

Governor, in n n n y  States, has the p o r e r  to pardon crimi-
a l s  W e  maj- fo1-gi\-e the offense entirely and restore the 

crinzinals to freedoii-i, or he may C U / / Z ~ ~ L ~ L ? Cthe puniciiment, 
that is, he nia): nlake it less severe. Sometimes, whcn a 

Fzrson is sentenced to be hangecl, the Goi-ernor comiizutrs 
the p~mishment to impi-isoizment for Iiie. For a goocl 

reacon hc \vilI wprz'cw oi- postpone the cxecutioii of the 
deatl-i sentence. I n  some States :bis matter of pardun, 
comnzntation, and reprieve is not left to the Gos.eri-ior, 

but is intriisted to a special body oi offcers, knon-n as the 
Board of Pardoris. 

Anotlier polver of the Governor is tliat of appoiiitrnent. 
In  al! the States there are man:; officers \.:lzo are not elected 
directly bj- thc peopie, but receive thi-ir pcisitions bj- ap-
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pointment. AIany of these appointments are made b j  tbe 
Governor. I n  some States he has the  appointment ai tht: 
judges of the State courts, -a great responsibility. In 
nearly all the States he appoints the justiccs of the peace. 
When an elective official dies or resigiis before his term 
ends, the  Governor fills the vacancy by appointing some 
one to serve until another election is held. \Tl-ien an 
officer is guilty of misconduct in officc, the Go\-ernor in  
most States may remow him ancl put a better man in his 
place. 

T h e  above are a few of the polr-ers of the Governor. i n  

some States his power is much greater than in othzrs. Thc  

question of the "power of the executixe " is too difficult 
for you to discuss now, but when ycu grow up to be voteri. 
you may have to decide whether it is better to give the 
Governor ~ m c hpower or to give him Zittle. 

Other Executive Officers. -The Governor cannot attend 



Senate ; but he has no rote iil that body except when there 
is a tie, that is, when there is an equal numbzr of votes for 

ai;cl agaiiist a measure. When there is a tie, the Lieuten- 
allt Governor decides tke questioii by voting on one side or 

on the other. 111 such a casc he is said to have the cizstiqq 
vote. 

( 2 )  Tbc Srcizt(riy uf State. -This oficer, sometjmes 
elected, sometimes appointed by the Goveriior, is the 
highest clerk of the esecutive departii~ent, He has 
charge of State papzrs, of the Jourrials of the Legisla- 
tur?, and of historicai clocumeiits, statuary, paintings, 
relics, etc., owned by the State, If you will visit his 
office in the Statehousc, j o u  ma>- find some X-ery inter- 

esting things there, 

( 3 )  T h  S t a f e  Cr,?iz,ft~allei., -X comptroller is a manager 
ofof accaunts. The  Coi~~ptrol lzr  a State nianages the 

financial busiiiess of the State government. He atteilds 

to bu iness  relating to the clebt. the property, the claims, 
the revenue of the Ctate. H e  superintencls thc collection 

of taxes diiz to the State, and exaniines the cl~rims of those 
to n-hom the State oves  money. \Ylien a debt of the 

State is to be paid, the C o ~ n ~ t r o l l c rorders the State 
Treasurer to pay it. 

(4) Tbc S t n t ~S:z.nsvirr. -IITe have learned that when 
a tau-n or a County c•âi!ects nloncy by tasation, a certain 
portiori OE the inoney must be given over to the State gov- 
ernment. This nioney is scnt to  the State Treasurer. H e  
either keeps it in a iarge iron safe at the capitol or gix7es 
it to sonit: rclinblc bank to k c e p  H e  cannqt pay a dollar 
of it out without an o d e r  from thz Comptrollei. Like 

LESS.  1S CIT-. -9 
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the  other treasurers of whom we have spoken, the State 
Treasurer must give bond for the honest performaace of 
his duties. 

(5) The A t t o v ? z e - G - T h i s  is the law officer of the 
State, corresponding to the prosecuting attorney of the 
county. When the State needs the services of a lanjel-, 
he  appears for it in the  courts. When any execirtire 
officer of the State needs legal advice, the Attornej--
General is called upnn for an opinion. 

qf Pl~bi ic  ~ m t ~ z ~ c t i u ~ z .  (6) The Sl@eri?ltende~lt -This is 
the  highest school officer of the Stlte.  H e  stands in the 
same relation to the counties of the State as the Count! 
Superintendent stands to the school districts of the countj . 
T h e  officers of the school district report to the Count~-
Superintendent and the County Supcriiitendents report to 

the  State Superintendent. In this way the State Superin- 
tendent keeps informed of the conclitim of all the schools 
H e  prepares a report and sends it to the Legislature. In  
this report h e  states the ilecds of the schools and suggests 
how they may be improved. H e  presides s t  the meeting 
of County Superintendents and at  tcachers' institutes, and 
furthers the cause of educatiori in whateier nTax he can. 

Impeachment. -1f it is cbarged that a high officer of 
the State is guilty of misconcluct in office, if, for example, 
the Gorernor is accused of having accepted a brihe for 
signing or for not signing a bill; 01- if a judge is accused 
of trying cases while he is drunk, thc House of Rcpresent- 
atives inquires into the charges, and if it finds that there is 
truth in then?, it impeaches thc offender, that is, it accuses 
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impeached is conducted by the Senate. Tha t  body Iistens 
to tllz e\-idence agaiiist the impeached officer, and if it 
regar i i~  hin1 guilty, it pronounces judgment against him. 

\vho has been found g~iil ty under impeachment, 
cari 110 longer hold an office of honor, trust, or profit in 
tiie State. 

QUESTIONS FOR O R I G I N A L  WORK 

I .  I\?lat is tlie name of the cliief eaecutire officer of your State. 
z. Iilxamiiie tlie constitution of your State for answers to the follow- 

ing questiom : 

i n )  \Vhat are the qualificatioils of the Goverrior? 
(6)  TYhat is tlie length of his term of office? 
( L )  \Vliat is his salary ? 
(d) Hac he  tlie poicer of re to?  
(e ) Ras  he the pardoniiig po~cer?  
( J )  l f a y  lle remoi-e an iiiefficieilt officer? 
(g) S5'liat oficers does Iie appoiiit? 
( h )  If tliere is no Lieuteiialit Gol-ernor, who will fill the vacancy if 

the Governor sliould die or resign? 

3. Ought the Lieutenailt Governor to  presitle in die Senate a t  the 
trinl of a Goveriioi-. nhom tlie House has iinpeaci~ed? 
4. I \ 7 1 ~ r ~the Senate tries an  iinpeachmeiit case! does it act as a 

legiriati\-e or judicial body I 
j. IVlint are some of the qualificatioils of a good Gorernor? X good 

Comptroller? X good Attorile!--General? X good State Superin-
tendent of Iiictructioii? 

6. Have you read a Governor's message? TVhat is a Governor's 
"proclaination ?" 

7. Does tlie constitution of your State pol-ide for other executive 
oficers not mentioned in the lesson? 
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JUDGES, JURIES,  AND COURTS OF LAW 

'.No inan's pi-apert!- is safe! a n d  no man's welhre is assured where 
justice is denied to  tiie ~ ~ o o r ,or n-liere crime goes uiipunislied : no State 
can prosper v-iiere liiirilan riglits are not respecteci." -Llnvid A. I 1  X s .  

The Judicial Department. -You have learned how a 

iaw is macle, and you h a i e  learried the names and dutics of 
those oficers x h o  conipel obeclience to the iaws. But 
before an officer can puiiish a pcrson for disobeying thi: 
law, it must first have been decicled that the orie accused 
is actually guilty. Vou XI-ill reinember that the decision of 

this q ~ ~ e s t i o n  is left neither to those wlio make the laws, 
nor to those X-ho are to enforce thern, but to ri. tliird b o d j  

of men, the judicial ofiicers or jucigcs of the  State. E1-ei-j~ 
State has a coinplete judicial system by which citizenc 

may defend their rights and secure justice. I t  is this jucli- 
cial system that n-e are nm.; to stucly. IT'e : d l  begin with 
the  lowest part of the system ancl :>roceed to the  highest. 

The Justice of the Peaie. -Let us scppose that a hoiise 
has been barned in 1-our neighborhoocl, and that a man 

named X is suspected of ha-ving burnecl it. Sonle citizen 
who is interested, perhaps the 011-ner of the house, n-ill file 

a complaint against X before a jz~sl'iceof tjlc $ P ~ G C .  This 
officer is usually appointed by the Gol-ernor, but is somc-

times elected by the people. I n  either case he  is an officer, 
I32  
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T h e  judges of this court, usually three in number, hold 
court in the  courthouse of the county seat t ~ o  or thrc-e 
times in a year. T h e  same judges may serve i11 s e ~ e r a l  
counties, going from olle county to another. I t  is for this 
reason they are sometimes called rircuit jiiciges. S h e y  are 
generally elected by the people, although in some States 
they are appointed by the Go! ernor. I n  all cases, like 
justices of the  peace, they act in the  name of the State. 

Into this Circuit Court X is brought for trial. S h e  
crime that he is accused of is supposecl to have been com- 
mitted not against the  Person whose house n-as burned, b:it 
against society, against the whole body of people, against 
the  State. I t  is the  State, the~efore ,  that brings hin1 to 
trial. T h e  State's Attorney brings the  case before the 
g ~ m dj q i ,  a body consisting of not lcss than t r e l v e  nor 
more than twenty-three citizens, whose business it is to 
find violators of the  law and to present them to the  court 
for trial. Thcse grand jurymen suinmon the n-itnesses 
svho will testify against X, but not those who will testify in 
his favor. If it is the  opinion of at  least twelve of the 
grand jury that X ought to be tried for thc  burning of the  
house, the State's Attorney ~ i l 1  dran- uup an  i~zdi~-tnzcmf, 
containing the charges against him, and the foreinan of the 
grand jury will write across the back of the indictment the  
words, "A true bill." This means that X must stand a 
trial in corirt. 

T h e  examination by the grand jury ~ a s  secret; but the  
trial in court, is open to the piiblic. IVhen X is bro~ight  
into court, the indictment is read to him, arid he is asked 
whether he is "guilty " or "not guilty." His reply is 



i;kto be punished according to law. If his plea is " not 
guilty," the judge appoints a time for his trial. The  trial 
begins by the selectioil of twelve men to act as a jury to 

decide nhether he is guilty or not. This is called the petzt 
~n7y,or s m d l  jury, to distinguish it from the grand jury. 
The members of the  petit jury, like those of the grand jury, 
are chosen from among the citizens of the neighborhood, 

- from farmers, mechanics, rnerchants. Some of them 
may be neighbors of X. Before they are allowed to serve, 
they must swear that they have not formed an opinicn 
upon the guilt or innocence oi the  prisoner, and that they 
I\-ill decide the case according to the evidence that is pre- 
sented to them. After they have taken this oath, the  jury- 
nien sit in the  " j~ i ry  box " and Ikten to the  testimony of 
\~itnesses. I n  a trial, there are always two parties, one 
called the plnz?ztz,f, nho briiigs the complaint or suit into 
court, and nnother, called the  d t fe~~rh~z t ,  or the one against 
whom the coinplaint is brought. In  the  case before us the  
State is the plaintiff, and X is the defendant. T h e  State's 

Attoiiiey, in behalf of the plaintiff, presents the case 
ayainit the defendant and examines witnesses for tlle 
State hnother  lawyer speaks in behalf of X and examines 
I\ itnesses who have testimony in his fax or. After the evi- 

dence on both sides h a i  been heard, and after the  judge 
Las given his charge to the jury, directing them on some 
point, of their du t j ,  the jury retires to a prix7ate room to 
talk the matter over an6 coine to a decicio11. I f  they can 

all agree, tliiy return to the coiirtroom with their verdirt. 



tence upon the prisoner in open court and give hiin over 
to the sheriff for punishment; if the  verdict is 
guilty," X is set free, and h:: canriot be tried again for 

the same offense. 
The Supreme Court. -1f aftcr X is sentenczd, his l a w  

yer can show that strict justice has not been secured, he 
may take the case to a higher court, usually called the 
Sz~pmiicCoilist, or Cuw t of AppcnZs,- the highest court of 

the State. S h z  judges ot this court meet a t  the capital oi 
the State and he'ir c ~ s e sthat h a ~ e  been tried in the court 

of law. The  Supreme Court will not try the case of X 
over again, but it 1.i ill listrn to his nzipcal, and if it is shown 
that the judgei in the court belon- clicl not try the case ac-
cording to lan, it n ill order a neiv trial and thus give X 
another chance for his freedom ; if it finds thrit the trial 
was properly conducted in the lon-er court, X nill h a l e  to 
bear his punishment. 

Civil and Criminal Cases. -Cases that involie crime, 
like the case oi  X, are callecl ~nmzunZ. Most of the cases, 
honever, that are tricd in courts do not rclate to crime, 

but to the ownership of property. S ~ i c hcases are called 
czvzl. T h e  chicf differcnce bctneen a criminal and a civil 
case, is that in a criminal case the plaintiff is the S ta te ;  
while in a civil case, the plaintiff is a private person or a 
corporation. T h e  histnry of a civil case in the courts is 
quite like that of a criminal case. If the amount of prop- 
erty at  stake is small, it may be triecl before a justice of 
the peace. If the amount is large, the  case is tried in 
the  Circuit Conrt (or District Court), and if satisfaction is 
not obtained, then it may be taken to the Supreme Court. 



QUESTIBNS FOR O R I G I N A L  WORK 

1. Xxamine thc conqtitution of yoar State for ansn er to the follow- 
ing questions. I 

(0) Are judges of the coiirt elected or appointed? 
( 6 )  \Vli:lt are tlie qm1itication.i of a judge? 
( C )  flow 10110 do they Iioid oihce? 
(d) St71iat salaries are gii-en to tlic cliiiereni jiidges? 
( e )  Xame tlie clifikrent courts of tlie State. 
(Y) How inay a jiidge 11e re:novccl froin liis ofiice? I( F )  .Are justices of the peace elected or iippointecl? 

z. Can tlie people cliooie by tlieir i-otes a hetter judge tban the 
Covernor carl select ? 

3. \\:h,v sl~ould the terin ci  office of a judge 1)e loiiger tlian that of 
otlier nfficers? 

4. In  what court woulii you sue a man for 1 deht of t x o  clollars? 
For a debt of teil t,iousL~:ld clollars? I11 \\-hat court would a man 
accused of ixurder be trled? A boy accuied of cIisorc!erly concluct? 

j. .i man has been kept in  jail awaiting trial. 'l'lie trial prores iiim 
to be innocent. Has he aiir redress? 

6. %Ir1iich are the niost iiliportant, good lawnnker.~. good esecutive 
officers. or good juclges ? 

7. %Vliat are soiiie of the nnpleasant tliings a jilclge is callecl upon 
to do?  

! 8. Ji'rite a descriution of tlie liincl of a man 1-013 tliink would rnake a 

- . .-
9. \\-hat are tlie aclvantages of trial b!. jury ? I 



LESSON XSVI  

TEE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

Great n ere the liearts and  s t ro i~gtlie ininds 
Of tliose ~ l i o  fi-ametl. in  Iiigli d e h t e .  
Tlie  iminoi-tal league oF 10:-e; tliat biiids 
Our fair hroad Empire, State with Stak."-(3vynizt. 

Importance of State Government. -1Ve have now studied 
the leading facts connected nith se\ eral of the  govern- 
ments by R hich n e  are controlled. ITVTehavc stuclied the 
governrnent of the family and learned the rights and du- 
ties of parents and chiidren; we have studied the gov- 
ernment of the school und learned the rigbts and d~itics 
of pupils and teachers ; we hdve studied the goverizment 

of the  city, county, and toivn, and have learned what are 
the poivers and duties of tlie officers of these govem- 
ments;  we h a ~ ~ estudiccl the government of the State, 
and have learized how State l a ~ i  s are madc 2nd enforced. 
\Ire shall now take up the s t~ idy  of another governmellt ; 
but, before n e do this, I nislz to sa] a few more n oids 
about the State goveriznzent. 

Of all the goverilments we h a ~ e  stiidied, that of the 
State is by far the ~ n o s t  impoi-tant. Iizdeed, all the 
sinaller goiTerilnzcrits dcpend upon the State government. 
T h e  affairs of the hoine, the school, thu coiinty, the ton-11, 
the tonmship, the city, are all influenced greatiy by the 
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I t  nieans that the State g i w s  us nearly all the Ians 
uilcler 11-liich we lix e I t  nleaiis, too, that everylvher? 
iii the different parts of this great couiitrjl the  people 
1113). halt: in a large measure just such laxs  as they like 
best. T h e  people of Xaine are not coiupelled to Iive 

uiicler the sanie Iams 3s the peopk  of hlississippi. There 
are foi ty-f i~e States, and each State m a j  have a consti-
tution and laxts to suit its particular case Thus the 
pcopIe of each Sts te  hax e the ribht of i o c d  .rc(Sgoac~mimzt. 

liist 3s in Se11 E n g l m d  the people of each town manage 
thcir local sffnirs in their on n n ay, so the people of each 
State conduct the public affairs of the  State in their o n n  

I t  ill help j ou to think clearly upon sonle important c ay 
yuestions, to reinember that a State, for most of the pur- 
pese\ of go~e~r i i i l en t ,  is a self goieriiing coinmunity. Uut 
it is not entirely independent. There is a govei-nment 
abox e it, -the  governinrnt of the Vnited States. 

The Articles of Confederatlon. -You know that after the 
thirteeii coioni-5 declared thenisel~es  independent of Great 
Fritain, each colony 113s left  a free ancl independent State. 
Uut the colonies could not get their independence ~ i i t h o u t  
fiyhting for it, and they could not fight successfully unless 
the) all fought together They understood this perfectly 

n ell, and during the sel-en j ears of nar n ith England they 
joiiicd hands and k p t  thein joiiied ~ ~ n t i lthe enen1)- ~ v a s  
conqucred. Rut n h e n  t'ne war ~ v a s01er, and England had 

ackiionledged their independence, ench State began to 
think inoi e of its 0x1 n interests and to cni e T-erqlittle for 



the Articles of Confecleration, a form of government that 
had bcen aclopted during the war. liThatexer may have 

been the value of these Articles in times of danger from a 
foreign foe, in times of peace they served no useful pur- 
pose. They g a m  Congress a ripht to malte certain useful 
laws, but they g a l e  it no poner to cnforce those l a n s ;  
they gave it thc right to declare war, but they did not give 
it the  right to con-ipel nlen to serve in the army;  they gave 
it the right to bolrow monej ,  biit they did not give it the 
riglit to raire rnonej by taxdtion in orcler to pay the debt. 

I n  other n ords, thz government of the Cnited States un- 
der the Articles oi Confederation was a legislature only : 
it laclted the  executive and judicial poners. I t  Ras like a 
thrce-legged rtool 11iih tn o lcgs geile. Of Course, such a 
gox zrnment coultl not be respectcd. Yet tlie people of the 
States felt there o ~ g h t  to be union, and that there ought 
to be a ~ e r i e i a i  government that would have poner enough 
to make itself respccted. lYhat prevcnted such a union ? 
I t  was the pride a n J  jealousy of the States. Each State 
was free to clo just as it chose, and if a strong union was 
formecl, som; of the freeclorn n oulci have to bc surrendered. 
Things .\T-ent from bad to wor5e under the Confederation. 
Congress was mobbed a t  one time bj- a cron-d of drunken 
men;  soldizrs wlio had servcd in the war clamored for 
thcir pay, but there was no way to i-aise monej for them. 
Gne State quarreled 114th an0ther.l i'i'arhington and 

1T h e  coridi:ioii of affairs untler thc  Confederation has heen descril~ed hy 
3Ir. Fis!;? i n  Iiis '.Criticnl Periocl • á F  .\merican History." X70;i shoulil reacl 
this i~ool; and  learii \\-hat U-ou!<lbe the danger aiid rvils if each State were 
allowed to d•â eiitirely as it pleased. 



evils and took steps to remedy them bzfore it \i.as too late, 

The Constitutional Convention of 1789. -I t  U-as c,ne of 
the evils iinder the Confedcration that the people of the 
different States could not trade frecly n-ith cach other. 

The Xew Jersey farmer could not carry his produce into 

2 ~; l'ork without first paq-ing a tax upon it. Each State 
hacl its o ~ v n  customhous:, and collected tares iipoil goods 

brought from foreign couizti-ics and turneci the monej. into 

its own treasury. This niade the burden of taration un-

equal in the different States. \\'ith the purpose of reinecly- 
ing this state of things, 2nd taiiing rncasures to nlalte rhe 

laws of tracle uniform, a convcntion was callecl to meet at  

Annapolis in 1786. But, as only five of the thirtceii Statcs 

responded to the cal!, the delcgates thoiight it uri\iise to 

procecd further with the business. Thcy did, howe\-er, 
make a report, requesting the Ctates to send deicgates to 

another conl-ention that should rneet in the fo!loxing year. 

IYith this request all the  States, ercepting Khode Island, 
cornplied. 

In Nay,  1787, delegates from trxlvc States nlet in Philn-
delphia for the purpose of amending t h i  Articles of Confecl- 

eration in such a mariner as to correct the evils of which 
xve ha-\.e spoken. I n  this con~ent ion  7.1-ere some of the ablest 
nlen our country has produccd. There Tere  1STashiii$on 

and Madisoii and Hainilton ancl Franklii~.  These men 

did not work for thcir omn selfish iriterests, er eyen for the 
advnntage of a particular S t a k ,  biii foi- the a d ~ a i i t a g e  of 
all the States. Tbc sessions of tLe co~ivention were 

secret, but T\-e linow nlost of the thiags that were saic! 



der the Confederation was weak and worthless, and that 
an entirely new form of governinent n a s  necessary I t  
saw that, instead of a Confederation of the States, there 
ought to be a union of the peoplc. I-Ion. was this to b~ 

accomplished ? I t  could not bc accomplished \X ithout the 
States giving up some of their rights, and nould they 
be 11-illing to do th i s?  ;\lost of the members thought 
the States would. For  six months the subject n-as de- 
bated, and at  last a Co?zsti~utzonfor the  goverilmcnt of 
the Uilited States was agreed ~113011. Probably ilo one in 
the  Convention thought the proposed Constitution was 
perfect. T h e  words of the  aged Franklin, who had worked 
all his long life for union, will give us an idea of the Spirit 
in which the werk of the Convention sxas done. IVhen 
the labors of the Convention wei-e over, and the members 
were about to adjourn and go home, Franklin arose and 
said : " I  consent to this Constit~ltion because I expect 1x0 

better, and because I am not Sure it is not the  best. 
hope, therefore, that for our own sskes, as palt  of the peo- 
ple, we shall act heartily and unanimously in recominend- 
ing it X\-herever our influence may extend, and turn our 
future thoughts and endeavors to nleans of having it xi-ell 
administered." 

T h e  Constitution proposed by the Convention was sent 
to the several States for their approval. I n  alnlost every 
State it met with fiel-ce opposition. T h z  new goverilment, 
it was claimed, would crush oiit the  rights of the  States, 
and destroy the freedom of individuals. But the Consti- 
tution had strong supporters, and one by one the States 
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approvecl of it, it shouId go into effect. By July, 1788, it 
had been approved by nine States, and it, therefore, be- 
came a law of the land. Two States, Xorth Carolina arid 
Khode Island, refused to accept it, and remained out of the 

Union for soiiie time. If these States had so desired, they 
could ha7-e reniained out until this day, and they nould 

now be foreign coiintries. I n  1789, hon-wer, North Caro- 
lina joined the Union, and in 1791 Khode Island did like- 
~ i i s e .  T h e  g-0:-erniiient uiider the ncw Constitution began 
to transact busiiiess in S e w  York in April, 1789. I n  1790 
tlie seat of government was r e m o x d  to Philadelphia, and 
in 1800 to IVashington, which has reiilained the capital of 
the Cnited States. T h e  Constitution frained by the Con- 

vention of 1787 is the  Constitution iinder nhich T\-elive 
to-da?. IITe shall now study this iiilportant docuinent. 
liou will find a copy of it in alinost any school history of 

the Cnited States. 



T E E  NATIONAL LEGISLATURE 

The Preamble t o  the Conctitutien -T h e  Constitution of 
the LTnited Statzs n ill rzmind you of your State Consti- 
tutioli. I t  pioxides for a goleriiment of three depart-
~ i e i i t ~ ,the lrgislati-L e, the executive, and the judicial, and 
it contains a Bill of Rights I t  begins n i th  a fen nordb 
called the p * e m z d l c ,  n hich state the reasons for fornling 
a nri.tioiia1 government. T h e  nords  of the preamble 
are : 

"U-e, the pcoplt: of the Cnitecl States, in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justicc, insure doniestic 
tranquillity, prox icle for the coinmon defcnse, promote the 

general ~ielfai-e, and secure the  blcssing5 of liberty to 
ourse!xs an& our pciteiity, do ordain and establish this 
Coiistitution for the Cnited States of America." 

If you haxe stuclied the last lesson carefully, you nill  
undcrstancl the preanible. T h e  St'ltes were disunited, 
were iealnus of rach other ancl quarreled ni th  each other;  
the Conititutioii proposed to form a "more perfect union." 
When quarre15 arme betneen a Statc and a citizen of 
another Ctri:e, or betneen citizens living in different States, 
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stitution proposed to " estabiich justice," by organizing a 
~ y s t e m  of courts in v-hich such disputes nlight be scttled. 
Tbc-re hac1 been rebellioii and serious uprisings in some 
of the States ;  the  Constitution proposed to have " do-

mestic ti-mquillity " -peacc at hoine. Under thc iirticles 
of Coiifcderation, the defense against the attacks of In-

dians, cr  eyen against a foi-eign foe, ckpencled largely 
upon the resistance of the particular State that suffered ; 
the Constitution provided for a "coixmon defense," that 
is, it proposed to Support a national army, which should 
be ready at an? time to defend a single State or all thc 
States against an cnenij-. Uefore 1787 each State made 
laws to suit its olvn local interests, U-ithoilt regard to the 
interests of other States ;  the Constitution proposed to 
make lan-s that n-ould " promote the genei-al 1-r-eliare " -
the ~ w l f a r e  of all the Ctates. I n  the u-orcls of the  pream- 
ble are wrapped up all the purposes and objects of the 
government that meets at  Li'ashingtoii. You should learn 
the preamble by heart. 

Coilgress. -The  most important departrnent of a gov-
ernment is its lawinaliing hody. For  this the Constitu-

tioii provides first. I t  prorides that Irin-s of the national 

government shall b: made bq? a bociy c:il!ed a Congress, 
and that the Congress shall have two branchcs, a Senate 
and a Iiouse of Representatives, just like the 1,egisl~itiire 
of a State. This Congress every year, on the first Mon- 

da7 in Deccinber, meets in the magnificent Capitol a t  
X'l'ashington; the Senate a t  orle end of t h r  Eui!dirig, the 
Kouse of Rcprcsei~tatives a t  the oither end. 
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in session, for it is an impressive sight to see a body of 
men malcing l a u  for a great nation. 

The House of Representatives. -I t  is the purpose of the 
Constitrition that the will of the people shall be espressed 
in the House of l icpresentli t i~es.  Hence, menibers of 
this brancl-i of Coiigress arc clected b;\~ a direct popular 
vote, and each State is reprcsentecl uccording to its popu- 
lation. D~l r ing  the first ycars of national go\-ei-niiient 
a Strite X\-as allen-ed onc repri.seiitative for el-ery 30,000 
inhabitants. !f this number iiad ren1aiiixl unchangecl, the 
House of Representatives -~vori!cl no\v consist of nearly 
2 500 mcn-ibers, and ~ o i i l d  Sc a body I-nuch too large for 
the transaction of businecs in a cleliberate 71-ay. But it 

has not rcinained unchangeci ; as pcpulriticn 112s incrcased, 
the numbcr of i~ih:ll;itants ior each reprcsentative has 
been inacie larger. the pi-esent time each State is 
allowed to send oirc repiesmtative for ex-er\; 173,901 
inhabitants. This gives Delan-are olle meilibcr in tl-ie 
House, and Yew York thii-tj--ioiir i::e:mbers. T h e  repre- 

sentatives from all thc  Ctates numbrr 3 5 7  Ench State 
is divided by its Legisiature into a nun- i~r r  of Colrg~-es-
s i o m l  Distl-icts, each district containing, 3 s  near 2s may 

Se, 173~901 inhabitants, so timt it maj- be erititied to one 
representatii-e. Tilcs Io\ra, :vit11 r ,gI 1,8g'6 inhabitants, 
is divided into eleven Con:,rressioi-iai Districts, and is 
entitled to eleven niembers in the Ho:ise of Kepi-esenta-
tives. 

T h e  House of Keprescntatives, upon mceting, organizes 
in very mrich thc same way that the liwer house in a 



Cergeant-at-Xrms, arid A~essengers are eIected, aild Coiir- 
mitiees are appointcd bj- the Speaker. 

The Senate. -S b e  Stares are represented in Congress 
by seuators. I t  KXS the pwpose of those who franled the 
Constitiitioil to prescrve the polver and dignity of the 
State as far  as possib!e. For  this reasoii olle State ii: as 
~ e l irepresmted in the Scnste as anotlier ; each State, 
li-hether great or rmall, bciiig cntitled to tn-o senators. 
Xzx-~da,which i i u ~3 F ' J P U ~ K ~ C ' ~  has as nlilch of 4;,000, 


pon-er in the Senate as  h3s Xew Yoik, xvith a population 

of /,030,000.This, at  first sight, may seem to you to be 
~injust,but the inore you stuciy tile subject t'ne more reason 
5.0" will see ior thc  !riw. Frobably the  only 71-ay to enable 
the sinallcr Statrs to preser\-e their rights is to give them 
equa! power 11-ith tkic laiger States in the Senate. Cena-
tors are not electcd by thc pcople but by the Legislatures 
of the different Statcc. T h e  election is so arranged that 
xi-hen a new Coilgi-css m e ~ t s  only one third of the  Senate 
can consist o i  nen  rneniJ~ers. As there are now forty-five 

States, thc Senate coi;sicts of nii let~- members ; and sixty 
of these are experienced. lawiliakers. 

How a Law is pascei! in Congress. A law is passed in 

Congress in alrnost the same n-ay that one is passed in 
the of :l Stute. A hill is introduced into one 
of the Hciises, is referred to its proper Committee, is 
reported u p n ,  ic rend ti;rce tiines upon three different 
days, is voted upon, 2nd. if it receivcs a majo~.ity of votes, 
is sent to the other H o ~ i r e ,  n-here it has alniost the Same 



signs it c ~ i i dit becomzs a laiv If he  does not approve it, 
he vetoes i t ;  t h ~ tis, hc retur-11s it to the House nithout 
his sigiiature arid ni th  llis objections. If t n o  thirds of the 
rnembeis of eacli House still ~ o t e  for the bill, notnith- 
standirig the objections of the Prcsident, it becomes a lam 

EXERCISE 

[B?esnniining tlie secoiid und tliircl sections of the first Articles of 
tlie C(,nsritution y u  n ill be enabled to fill the blanhs pi-operiy.) 

X nieiiiiier o i  the House of Representatives is elected to serx-e for 
--yeai-s. Xo person can be elected in tliis brancli of Congress un- 
less lic is at lcast -- J-ears of agi: ancl lias been r i  -of tlie --
foi- at least -- jenrs. H e  inust also resicle in tlie -- in ~vliicli hc 
is elcctccl. X senntor of ilie Cnited Siatcs is elected by tlie -- of 
a -- to scrlc for --1-cars. H e  mast be at  least -- years of 
age. and ni~ist  at die timt. of liis election liare heen a -of tlie --
in V liicli he is electecl. Botli senatoi-s anci reprcsentatires are privileged 
from -~tli i ie in attendance u p ~ i i  -, 

QUESTIQNS 

I .  JYhat is tlie s a l aq  o f  a representativel Of a senator? How 
arc tl-iese salaries p d ?  

2 .  TVliat are the names of the senators v-ho represent your State in 
Congress ? 

3. Hor,x inuiiy representatives does y u r  Stnte send to Congi-ess? 
111 n-hnt Congressional Disti-ict clo 1-ou live? TYIiat is the nzme of p u r  
reprcsentati\-e? 

4. Sliould senntors be elected by tlie direct vote o i  tlie people? 



The Power of Congress Limited. -It'hat are the powers 
of the national lawmaking body described in 1-our last 

lesson ? A glance at histor:; nill help ou to understand 
this question. You r-enlembcr that after the Declaration 
of Indepenclence each State was practically a free and 
independcnt republic, and had in i t d f  all the polver oi 
government. There x a s  nothing that a governmcnt can 
nisely do that the goxernmznt o i  a Stzte could not clo. 
The  States were proud of thic great poner. Like indi- 

vidu'ils they l o ~ e d  their pride and their 21. S o n ,  whcn 
the Union was formed, in 1787, it was necessary to give 
LI^ some of this poner. Rut the States ilere careful to 

gi\ e iip as little power as pos.ib!e, and the)- were ex-

tremely careful to have it understooci jiist whnt power5 

they meant to give up, and to reserve for themselves all 
~ o \ \ ~ e r sthat they did not gi \e  iip. Therefore, certain 

definite powers of the ncxv g o ~ernmznt nere plclinl> 
stated. These p o ~ ~ e r s  it might euerciie, ancl no others. 

All powers not grar~tecl to the general goxernment w r e  
reservecl to t'ne States The ansxer to the question, 
"Whnt  can Congress do ? " is this : I t  can do x-hat it 

is \\-ritten in tlie Conititiition it can do, and it c m  do no 



not contrary to the  constitutioii of the State, or to tl-ie 
Constitution of the Cnited Stz-tes. I n  other nords, Con- 

gress is a lan-making body with h i t e d  poxcrs. 
The Powers of Congress. -You will find most of the 

pon-ers of Congress stated in the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution. This section says that 
Congress shall hax-e p o m r  : 

( I )  " T o  coi-li-ct tnxc~," for the Support of the national 
goveinment. I t  takes an immense sillil of moi-iey to SLIP- 
port the national box-ernment. T h e  saiuries of nearlq-
siuty thousand officials arid tbe prnsions of nearly a 
inillion of old soldiers, und soldicrs' \iidon-s, 111ust be 
paid ; costly public bui!dings in Yi'asliington and custom- 
houses and post-offices i n  l u g e  cities must bc built; ex-
pensive 11-ar ships and fortificatioiis niust be maintained; 
an army and a n a q -  must be supported. Ta  do all this 
requires nearly SjOO,COO,OOoper y e x .  Congress raises 

most of this enormous sum in t\vo ~ a y s :  First, it levies 
a tax called a duty, or tariff, upon goccis brought into this 
country from foreign coiintries. This cluty is collected 
a t  customhouses situated i11 thc gieat citizs. Second, it 
levies a tas, callecl the  internd revenue tax, llj3011 liquors 
and tobacco manufactiired within the Unitzd States. 

( 2 )  " So b o w o w  ?noizrj~,"~ h c nthe govzrnment is pressed 
for cash. IYhen an indi~idual  borrows money he gives 
the  lerider a note stating the anlount loancd, the time of 
payment, and tlie rate of iiiterzst that is to be paid. 111 



2 g0i-el'llIllellt are called 0011ds. T h c  Cilited. States has 
borron-ed in this way ~ a s ts ~ m sof 111oney. ll-lleii the 
Cil-il IYar was over, its clebt n-as ncarl!; ~j,ooo,ooqooo, 
This has 1)eeii reduced t c  son~c~i -ha tless thail Sa,ooo,-
930,000. 


( 3 )  " TOreguhzie ~ o ~ / ~ ? i ~ i ~ s . "  -Uilcler this power Gon-
gress places heavy duties ~113011 ccrtain classes of imported 
goods so that oiir on-ii goocis of the same kirid rnay be 
~ ~ ~ t c r t c t iagainst the coiiipetition of the f o k p ~  ~ i z a r k ~ t .  
People vcho believe iii liecpiiig out foreigi~ goods in this 
viay are callcd " protcctioiiists." Those who believe in 
alloring foreign goods to coine in si-ithout being taxed, 
are callecl "free trnders." iTThen you become i-oters you 

~ will probabl;\- be called upon to decide either for protection 
or for free ti-ade. Coiigress f,irther regulates commerce 

bj- registering Xmerican ~ e s s e l s ,  providing for Iighthouses 

I 
I and liie-snx-iiig statioris d o a g  the coast. aiid iiiiproi.ing 

harbors and opei~iiig ri;-ei-s to navigation. 

~ ( 4 )  " 7acstnhiish n ~ ~ i u f o ~ mY J L ~ Cnf 7zntu:-alimtion." -In 

a former lesson you lcarnzci what is ineant by naturaliza- 
tion. T h e  laws relating to this subject must be ixacle by 
Coiigress. 

( 3 )  '' To rstoiiiish ~ l j r < F ~ i u r z  072 the s?lb&ct of bnnk-
m$tcics t h r o ~ ~ ~ h o u tthr Ih'tcCI Stai'cs." -\i7hen a persoil 
o w s  more mone;; than his propcrty is ~vorth,  he is a

I bi>uiirpi, T h e  crcclitrrs of a baiikri~pt hai-e a right tri 

take such propcrty as he 112.s, anti divicle it fairly ainoilg 
tlieilisel\-es. I • ’  C o n ~ r e s s  so chocsei: it has the right to 

inake the lan-s regulating bankruptcies. 



a d o ~ t e d  there was great confusion in the kind of money 
in use. Xo t n o  States had coins of the same size and 
value. They useci foreign money chiefly. Few States 
had mints. T h e  Constitution took the right of coining 
money awaj  from the States and gzve it to Congress. 
Under this power Congress has established in different 
parts of the coiintry wzz7zfs where golcl, silver, nickel, and 
copper coins arc made. Since a coin of a given denomi- 
nation is a l ~ a y s  of the  Same neight and fineness, it circu- 
lates ireely in an] part of the Cnion. 

( 7 )  " Tu f i t  fhstniin'n?d of wczghfs nrzd nzeaswe.es." -A 
yarditicli should be just as long, and a pound weight just 
as hmvy in Pennsylvania, as the  one or the other is in 
Califolnia, anci Congress has the right to requiic that this 
shall be the case. In  point of fact, h o n e ~ e r ,  Congress 
has n3t exercised this right \.er) fully. T h e  ~ ~ a t i o n a l  
gox ernment presenti a full Set OL TI eights and measures 
to the government of each Stzte, 2nd the State adopts 
these as  correct. Thus throughout all the  States mer-
chants use stanclard weights and measures. 

( 8 )  " fi $ i ; ) ~ ~ z &  for the p m r s h r n e ~ ~ t  o f  the 
sicwzizcs m i r (  c z m w z t  cn i i l  nf fhc C7mI'eCE Stri fe~." -A per-
so11 convictecl of counterfeiting the money of the Lnitecl 
States may be fined fiae thousand dollars, ancl imprisoned 
f or ten J ears 



Congrecs kas power : 

(9) " T u  estrzblisli post o@-ci~s cizd post rorcds." -I t  is 
throcgh the post office that the national government rneets 
the citizen in his daily life. Letter carriers anci post-

masters are ofiicers of the L'nitid States, I t  is plain t h l t  
the States could not attend to the carrying of the mails. 
T h e  governixent of thz State of hIaine coiild not XI-ell fol-
iow a letter addressed to a ton-n in Oregon. 

( I 0)  " 7Upmnzoir ~ I L C$ Y O ~ ~ I Z S Sof sicieizce nrztd zrscfid nvts 
by seczlvi?zg-forr LI'lllid~d t imrs to n2:thol*s L Z ? J { ~  i?wc?zdol=i thf? 
e,~clnsive 7'ight to tllircir rt.sfrifitrt. z:v,z'fz'n,rr.r m i J  disioz'en'es." 

. .
-Authors are encouraged to u-rite good books by giving 
them a ~opyr igh tupon their n-orks. T h e  Person ~ v h o  has 
a copj.right upon a book is the only one 11-ho can print 
ancl sell it. A copj-right lasts for tn-enty-eight J-ears. I t  
is secured by entering the title ancl sending ~i \ .o  copies of 

the priiited book to the Librarian of Congri-s in IVash- 
ington. Coi~gress encourages useful in\-entions bq- grant-
i i~gja terz tsto inventors. 21patent upon a mlchine gives 

the one ~ h o  holds the plitent the excl~tsivc right t o  make 
and scll or use the machine. Rights under a patent last 



model of his i n ~ e n t i o n  to the Cominissioner of Patents at  
i4iashington, 2nd if it is found that he has i i~vented some- 
thing really Iztw a patent n-ill bc granted. 

( I  I )  " So coi~.~t i tm'~~trlb!lmds ii$-riur to thc S ~ I ~ W J I C  

Coz~rt."--This will be explained \ ~ h e nwc come to thc 
judicial department oi  thc national governnient. 

( I 2 )  " To &$nc (~id nizd f~ /mz ics  COIZ- pz:i~is/I ~ i n i c z ' t . ~  
mitted O I L  dhc h<yh scns, r z i d  L,>$XSCS ~zgmkst thc /um cf 
natinzs." -Piracy is robberj- upon the sea. T h e  national 
go\w-nment punishcs pii-ntes because their criine is com-
mitted outside of the bounciary of a State. \Yhen a 
citizen commits an offeiise agzinst a foreign nation the 
injured nation regards the offender as  a citizen of the 
United States, and not ns n citizeil of n State. I t  is 
the national g o ~ c ~ n m c n t ,  therefore, that must p~inish pira- 
cies and offenscs agaiizst the l a ~ s  of rintions. 

(13) " S o  tlecZn'nl,c, wni; gmrrt icttc7=c nfwtr ~ q n enfid wpri- 
sni, nrzd wznkc 7wLt.3 r07:~rr':zii~~y c~;ptzwrs071 Z m i f  iml ~ ~ i ? t c r . ! '  
-As the evils of war n-ould fall on many States, it is not 
right that a single State sholilcl be allon-ecl to declai-e war. 
War, therefore, c x i  o11!)- be decli,i-ed by Congress, and 
conducted by the nciici:la! goi7ernment. Soinctimes Con- 
gress grants to pi-ivatc persons the i-ight to go ancl seize 
certain pi-operty bclonging to a foreign country. Such a 

commission, calied a ieftcr qf ~ z n q m rnnd m / n ' s ~ z ~ ,  cannot 
be grantecl by a Stnte. \I-hen in tin-ies of war valuuble 
property is captiired, thc prize ix~is t  be cii~:ided among the 
captorc according to the direction of thc national govern- 
ment. 

(14) " Ta 7~risennd si@i)o~-tni~i~iics.' '  





( 2 0 )  " Sdc  COJZ~WSS  7 1 1 a y  (1'ck'rmi m  fhe f ime  of ciloosiizg 
i/'rcc,/rcfoys fo:? Pri.sl'i&.af a : d  J7Zce I- ' i~sidcnf  of ihe Cizifed 

Sitries." -This nill be explained wheri we conle to speak 

of the  election of tiie I'resicleiit. 
711:TJ( 2  I )  " The C O ; L ~ I , C ~ S  bjj /aii/ proztZ'CIe the C O S ~OS 

deo th,  ~ * c s i ~ p r t i u ~ z ,  7,k7?~zo~'~~j, or i m b z / i ~ , ,  bo f h  o f iYit P ~ e s i -
&zt ni~ii? J.'icc Pwsiiri.7lt.'' -Cnder this pol;.er, in I 886, 
Congress passed a l a ~ ~proviclirig that if both Presiclent 
and T7ice Prcsident dic, the Secrctary of Statc shail act as 
Presiclmt ; if the  Sccretarj- of State dies, the  Secretary of 
the Treasurj- shall act 3s Presideiit ; nnd so on down 
through the Cabinet, the Sccrctary of \Val- c o n h g  third, 
the Attorney-General fourth, the Postmaster-General fifth, 
the Secretary of the Xavy sixth, the Secretary of the In- 
terior sel-enth. 

(22 )  " .\;W iiztoSintcs mny lie ndwz illcti' by ?ilc & ~ z g ~ e s s  
t l ~ i s  Iiziulr." -llnclcr this power Coilg-rcss has admitted 
thirty-two States sincc the formation of thc Vnion. 

( 2 3 )  " The Coigmss s h r M  hnvc poiucr to . . . mnRe nM 
n11d :,cg?dilf iozs 7 ~ s p c t i n g  S C I , ~ Oare& Z I ~ C S  ' ' r k s .  -A 

Territorj- is governed under a Territorial Law, passed by 
Congress. I ts Governor, juclgcs, ancl other chief officers 
are appointzcl by the i'resident of the United States. I t  
is entitiecl to send to Congrcss a clelegate, ~ v h o  may speali 
upon qxestions relating to his Territory, but may not vote. 
IYhen the peoplz of a Territory clcsire to be adn~itted into 
the Union as a Statc, a petition is seilt by the Territorial 
I,egislaturc t o  Congress. If Congrcss thinks that the  
Territory has a sufiicient iluinber of people and are capa-
ble of governing thernselves as a State, it passes a law 



menibers to a Constit~ltionaiGon\-entio~i. The  nlembers 
of this contrentioll nleet arid franle a constitution for  the 

n e n  State, and submit it to the voterj of the Tcn-itorY for  

their appi-oval. If the proposed cr,nstitution receives a 
majority of the votes, it is sent to the ??resident of the 
Cnited States, who, if 11e finds in it nothing colltl-ary to 
the spirit of Gur institutions or to the Constitution or laws 
of the imd,  issues a proclan~ation admitting the Territory 
into thc Union as a State. Cnder their new State cori-

stitution the people have nlm-e of the rights of self-goveril- 

ment than they had when they n-erc a Territory. A s  a 
member of the Cnion, the new State sharec in the eiection 
of a Presiclent, it sends tn-o Senators to the Unitecl States 
Sznate cind it is entitlzci to rcpresentation in the  House 

i of Representatives according to i:s population. Besides 
-!\laska and the Indian Territorj-, the only Territories that 

i non7 remain to he admitted arc Arizona, Sen-  iilexico, anci 
Oldahoma. Hawaii is go\-erneci by a specinl commission. 

(24) " ThCO?Z~+,L-SSshizZZ hnrc ~ O W E I ,tu ?ili~ki'(1172 I~LZLLIS 
sirnlL bc nccess07y n:rd j:-o$tv- f u ~  i i ~ f oz~lhlr/~ c m - ~ y i n g  cxecu-

tim tirc furcgoiq $uwr?.s . . . " -Shis  has been ca!led 
the "elastic clause" of the Constitution, because the 
\\-ords necessai-y arid pl-aper " may be si7rtcilt.d to 

Congress has mean almost anything, Cnder  this 1 ~ 0 ~ 2 1 .  

passed lan-s that mnny pcople think it hacl 110 right toI 
! 

topass. T h e  inteiition of the clause ~ a s  give C o n g r e ~ s  
the  right to pass siich 1ntvs as were necessnry to accom-
plish the objects for ~vhich the Constitutioii was framcd.. 



What Congress rnay not Co. -In  order to guai-d the 
interests of thc Statei ,  the framers of the Constitution 
were careful to mention cerrai:~ tlzings that the  national 
government may not do. IT'hit these things are nmy 
be fourid in the ninth sectioiz oi  the first article of the 
Constitution. 

( I )  SZn;'c.q,.-Tlze first prohibition refers to the  irnpor- 
tation of slaves, but as slavcrj- has been almlished we may 
pass this subject by. ( S e e  Article XII I .  of the  Amend- 
ments.) 

( 2 )  Thc miit c / j  hisbcns coj;fi?ls shall not be suspended. 
(3) a. S o  biii qfnftizz'mi~~shall bz p x s e d .  This means 

that Congress ma)- not condcmn a Person to death, or tu 
outlawry and baiiishmezt, n-ithont opportunity for defend- 
ing hiniself in a tourt oi lail~. 

b. No ex josf .fncto iaw shall be passed. A n  en- posl 

offacto law estnblishes or increases thz p e n a l t ~ ~  an act 
after it has been committed. For example, if Coizgress 
should pass a lall- estabiishijig tlie penalty of death upon 
a man fou id  guiltj- of co~~nter ie i i ingnioney a year ago, 
such a law ~ o u l d  he e.z f o s t  f(zrfo, for at  the time when 
the crime was comrnitted t!:e penalty for counterfciting 
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I\-as o111~ fine aild iiiiprisonment. Let J-our teacher pass 
an t?,Y $o.Yd f n ~ f 0  1315-, afid YOLI r i l l  readiiy See the n-isdolll 
of forbidding such lawc. 

(4 )  ' I  :lTo cn@?:rtiou or* oiher &ract t l r , ~shn// & lnid 
zmkss i/z $jq+orfioa fo t h  CC~L- /LS  0 7 ,  c / ~ z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y ~ f i ~ ~ ~hc7,ei7z. 

Difor~, diwctcrl' fo De ?a/l.ciz." -This nieans th:it if Collgress 
should pass 3 capitntio~i~or pol1 tns, it must be the Same 
in all Statcs. If a dircct t a s  011 propert\- sho".ld be laid 
by Congress, it \\.oiild have to be appor:ioned aiiiong the 

States in proporcion to their populations. Shiis, if the 
Cnitecl Statcs Go\-eriimeiit should raice s33,ooo,oooby 
a direct tax, the pi-operty holdcrs of Georgia TI-ould pay 
about SI,OGO,OCOof the Stirn, for the popuiation of this 
State is abuut one thirtj--5fth of the cntire population of 
the L7nion. 

' I( 5 )  ,70 frzx ot, d ~ ! @  shizll Dc Znid oiz nrticlcs ex$or.ted 
Y Y . -17~ ? L ~ ~ I T ? L L . ~ '  !lt!jl rcgz~-shi:li Er gii:cyl b ~ /  

lflti0tl 0 j  CC(I1tE112CiL~02' 7 Z i ' C I L / i C  20 thc ~ 0 2 ' 2 ~  0 7 1 6  S fnte  O Z ' C T/>f 

thosc of nmihc?:" -This clausc compels Congress to trcat 
all the  States ali!;e in thz matter i>f i:>clirect tases. 

(6) " ,I0 ?izotql .ri;ni/ 61. rjr,l?.io?z f w ~ i z  the t l ~ ' a s / / / 3 ~  b/11 i?z 
comepcncc of oppi-r~r2iriitvzs 77Z17/1P $ 1  Z O Z ~  aizd CI 1,tg7!i;t~ 
stnfct~zrztnrrtI ncco~irzf of f h ~  o,fri.cci;/*f.cr z l z t f  c.t/icudifz~i'~t.~snil 

pltblk 7/io7ziy1 shtrli 6c pl:!i/ishriJ fi,om fziize fo ii?iie." -Set 
orle do]lar can be takell from the  trensriry mti!  Coilgress 

has passed a lax. statiiig thc uses ta whicii it is to be put. 

(7) -1% titlr> rrobi/i@ shg/l Oc <prrnti-d 4 ; ~ihr, Lizitcd 
Stadrs." -Such titIes as Pi-ince, Duke, Earl, ?tC., are not 

they can11ot be co:lfcri-cd b!- Congress. 



What a State may not Do. -The  makei-s of the Con- 
stitiition took the greritest pains to make clear the powers 
of the ilatioilul gox-er-nment, and to clefiiie its relations 
to the State govenimerit, In section cight, of the first 
article, the Conctitution tclls n h a t  Corigress may d o ;  in 
section nine it states what Congress maj- not d o ;  in sec-
tion ten it tclls what a State iiiaj- not do. You will notice 
that the  thirigs a State is forhidden to c ! ~ are either the 
thirlgs that the national governrnent is gix-en the right to 
do, or they are those things that Congress is forbidclen to 
do because it is not right that any go\-ernincnt should do 
theni. Thus, rio State sliall coin money, fo:- it is the busi- 
ness of the Enitcd States to coin money ; no State shall 
pass any c=cp s t  fncrio lax-, because sucn a l a n  should not 
be pacsed by an!- governinerit. 

The Fifteen Amendments. -Some of the inost important 
provisioiis respecting the powers of the national govern- 
ment nre to be founcl in the Xmendmentc to the Constitu- 
tion, (In Xrticle 1'. you may learn hon- thc Constitution 
is arnenclctl.) T h e  people of the Statcs in the early years 
of our historj- n,eri- fezrfui lest thc national governmcnt 
should havc too much power, aiid they hastened to secure 
amendments that would preserve all neeclful rights to the 
States, and that T\-oidd bind thc harids of Congress if it 
uttempted to encroach upon their rights. Of the fifteen 



added withiil t h ~ e e  qears after the Coristitution \yas 
adopted. These amendments should I,e studied care-
Eully, for they are really our national " Bill of liights." 
The  first amendment a l m e  guarantees to citizens lights 

that are enjoyed fully in very few countrles of the norld. 
A s  you reacl these amendments ancl learn n h a t  are J-our 
rights under tlie Coristit~itioii, d o  not forget your duties. 
If it is your right to worchip ab ou pieasc, it ic our duty 
not to persecute in any ~ a ythose 11-hos: religio;l is differ- 
ent from your own;  if it is J O L K  light to e\p~-ess your 
opinion freely, it is your duty to allcn- J oiir neighbor to 
express his opiiiion without attempting to yunish him for 
so doing. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

I .  Find autlloi-ity in the Constitution for tlie folloning thiilgs that 
Congress llas done : 

( n )  It supports a Sational Xuseum. 
(6) It  ~naintninsa I ava l  ;Icadeiny at Annapolk. 
( L )  I t  appropriates nioiie~- for tl:e scpport of agi-icu!tiiral colleges. 
(d) It supports life-savirig stations alorig tl-,r sracoait. 
(e) It bought Louisiana of Fi-ance aiitl Alas:ca of Rnssia. 
( f )  Itapproprintes iiioile!- for tlie reliei of suRerers iil flooded districts. 

2. Xame some of the tllin,gs Coagrcss can do under tlie following 
yowers : 

(n )  Its pon-er to declare xmr. 
(6) Its p o ~ e r  to maintain a naX-y. 
(L)  Its pol\-er to borrow nlonq-. 
( (1 ' )  Its ljo\?;w to coin money. 
je) Its power to aclniit Tei-ritories ac Slatec. 
(f)Its power to regulate coniinerce nii!i foreign nations. 
(g) Its power to pro\-ii1.e foi- the general neifai-e. 

LESS. 13 C i i .  - I I 



LESSON XXXI 

HOW TH% PRESIDENT IS ELECTED 

Sir, I nould rather be right than be President."-Ne?try Clay. 

The Nomination of a President. -Article 11. of the 
Coilstitution refers to the qualifications, election, and pow- 
ers of the Presidcnt, the head of the executive department 
of the national governiuent. How is this great official 
chosen ? How do the 70,000,000peopie of our great Re- 
public select oze of their niimber as a ruler ? Ac an 
intelligent citizen you should be able to gire  a clear an- 
swer to this question. 

T h e  election of a President is conducted by political 

parties. Refore a man can hope to be President, he must 
be nained as the candidate of a great party. Arnong the 

millioils of voters in a great political party, there are many 
public men who are eager to be its candidate for President. 
T h e  first question to be ans~vered then is : How is the 
presiclential candidate of a political party elected ? Horn, 
•’01- illustration, does the Democratic party select its candi- 1 

d a t e ?  T h e  f ixt  stcp is taken several months before the 
election in Nol-ember. I n  April or in May, the party i 
holds its ( I )  Erznznq; or first election. A t  this election the 
Democratic voteis of a ton-nship or of an election district, 
choose three or four or fire of their number to go as dele- 
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may go instructed to act in the interest of a ceitain man as 
the party candidate for President, or they nlay go free to 

act as their judgnlents direct. I n  a f e ~ vdays after the 
13rimary election the delegutes from all the election districts 
of the county assemble (usually at  the county seat) as the 

( 2 )  Dcmacidic Courzty C G ~ W Z Z Z U I Z .  This body, consistiilg 
of thirty or forty men, elects three or four or five delegates 

to go to a State C0nvention.l If the  majority of the dele- 
gates in the County Convention were in favor of a certain 
man for president, it is likely that the  delegates of the  

State Convention will be in favor of the same man. A few 
m e k s  after the  holding of the  County Convention, dele- 
gates from all the counties assemble at  sonie convenient 
ldace, as (3 )  De?izac?%t?c StaZc COI~Z~C?Z~ZO?L.This body, 
consisting sometimes of several hundred men, passes i-eso- 
lutions expressing the political views of thc party in the 
State, names its choice for presidential candidate- if it 
happens to have a choice-and eiects delegates to the  
Democratic Sational Convention. T h e  number of dele-
gates sent to represent a State in the Democratic Sstional 
Convention, is twice the number of the represcntatives of 
the State in the Kational Congiess. For  cxample, Cali- 

fornia, having seven members in the House of Representa- 
t i ~ e s ,  and two members in the Semte ,  or nine in all, is I 

entitled to eigliteen delegates in the Dernocratic Sational i Convention. By July or August all ehe State Conven- 

tions have been held, and delegates h a ~ e  been electzd to 

In a city each naril sends delegates to a city conyei i t i~n,an3 th i s  body 



consisting of ncarly a thousand nien, representing all parts 
of the country, meets in some conxenient city in the  cen- 
tral part of the Vnitud States. h i t e r  several days of 
cliscussion, ancl atter aclopting a ,/li~ifoiiz espressing the 
~ i e n s  of the p r t y  upon pubiic questions, it elects thc 
Den~ocratic candiclate for Presiclent and for Vice President. 
In  almost the same way, beginning ni th  the priinary elec- 
tion, and aclvancing to thz Count;\, State, and Sational 
Conventions, the Xepublican Party and People's Party 
and Prohibition Party select their presidentixl candi-

dates. 
Election of President, -After all the political parties 

have namecl their respecti.; 3 canclidates, the campaign be- 
gins. Political rnecti:~gs are held, a t  T\ hich orators set 
forth the  claims of their candidates m d  defend the platform 
of their party ; in the  ciries pr occssions march through the 
streets with grcat clicplaj of banners, torches, ancl fireworks, 
while bands of music p i ~ y  spirited airs ; everq thing that 
can be done to influence oters is done. T h e  campaign 
continues until election dny, the first Tuesday after the 
first Xonday in Toxernber. On this day every fourth 
qear about fifteen i11illioiis of citizens go to the polls to 
express their choice Ior Presideiit. But they do not l o t e  
for a Presicicnt directly ; they vote for a set of men called 
E h c t o ~ s ,nhosz cluty is :o vote for a President and Vice 
Presiclent. Each State is entitled to a numbcr of electors 
equal to the  number of its senators and representatixes 
in Congress. Delaxx are, hax ing one repiesentative and 
two senators, is entitlcd to three electors; Xew York, 



, -

entitled to thirty-six electcrs. Theie  are in aII the Statec 
four hundred aild fort)--SC\-eil pr~sidential  clectors, ~h~ 
names of the State electors of each p a r t ~ -  are printed on 
the ballot under the party name, and those 1vho receive the 

highest number of votes are e!ected 2nd are rnorally bound to 

vote for the candidate of the p a r t ~ -  that electeci them. T h c  
successful electors of ench S t a k  n;eet on the 61-st \47ediles- 
day in Decctnber follon-iiig the election, and vote for 

President and Vicc President. T h e  result of this vote is 
sent in a sealed envelope to the Presideilt of the Senate at  
Washington. On thc second '\\-ednesclay o: the f o l l o ~ i n g  
Febriuary, the President of the Senate, in the piesence of 
both IHouses of Congress, opens the envelopes containing 
the electoral Tote of the different States, und the votes are 
counted. The  pcrson ~ v h o  has a inajority (zzq or more) of 
the cotes cast for Presiclent, is declared to be elected Pres- 
ident of the United States, and thc person who has a 

majority of the votes cast for Vice President is declared to 
be elected Wice President of the Lnitecl States. (See Gon-
stitution, Article S I I ,  of Xmenclments.) I t  has happened 

twice in our history that no candiclnte hacl 2. majority of all 
the electoral votes. \J7hen th i s  i: the case the House of 

Representativcs chooses a President und th- Senate a 
Vice President. ii'hen electing a Prcsident, the I-Iouse 
miist choose from the three higl-iest on the list of thz per- 
sons voted for by the electors, and it must vote by Stntes, 
the rnajoritY of represen;ati-i.es froin each State casting 



--- 

of all the States. ii'hen the Senate is obliged to elect a 
Vice President, it proceeds on the same principles. 

Inauguration. -On the fourth of nlarch the newly 
elected President and Vice President begin their duties. 
In the presence of a vast throng of citizens the  Chief Jus- 
tice o•’ the United States adininisters to the  President-
elect the folloning oath : " I do solernnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the 
United States, and will, to the best of nly ability, preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitutioil of the United States." 
T h e  President then deliveis his inaugural address, from 
the eastern steps of the Capitol, outlining his policy and 
stating his ideas upon public questions. After this inaugu- 
ration he is driven to the executive mansion, generally 
known 3s the " \Vhite House," where he resides during 
his term of office, and where you may soine day See hin1 
and shake hands ~ ? c h  hiin. 

(B\- esaiuining Xrticle 11. of tlie Constitution, the pupil may learn hom 
to fiil tlie blaiiks properly.) 

Botli President and T7ice President hold tl-ieir position for --years. 
?io person niay be President who w s  not horn in tlie --, and wlio is 
not -> years of age at  the time of liis and n-lio has not been a 
resident within tlie -- for - years. I f  a President should be re- 
moved fi-oin liis ofice or sliould --- or --- 01- be -- to discliarge 
tlie p o ~ e r s  ancl duties of his--. tlie p s i t i on  of -- sliall be filled by 
tlie The  President receives a salary for liis --, but tliis --
must uot be -or -during his term of -. H e  n ~ u s t  not re-
ceive auy otlier compensation tlian his -either from tlie -, or 
any -. 



QUESTIONS FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

I .  What  is tlie saiary of t l ~ e  President? Of tlie Vice President? 
2 .  Ouglit tlie President to be elected directly ir>!. tlie p o p l e ?  
3. How inany Presidents have been elected a second time? What 

are the objections to electing a President for a third term? 
4. How inany rotes were cast for presidential electors at the last 

election? 

6. FVhat are the qualifications for the office of Vice President? 



LESSOS XXXII 

THE PRESHDENT AND HIS CABINET 

"Tlie President is strong because lie represents the peopie." 
-Bryce. 

The Powers and Duties of the President. -The  President 
does for the United States what a Governor does for one 
of the States-he takes care tbat t%e iaws are faithfully 
executed. His  powers and duties are statecl in the second 
and third sections of Article 11. of the Constitution, H e  
is cornmander in chief of a!l the troops in the service of the 
United States, although in tiines of war he may not appear 
personally upon tht: field of battle. H e  may pardon crimi- 
nals convicted for offenses committed against the United 
States. H e  may make a t r a t ) .  x i th  a foreign country 
providing two thirds of the rnembers of the Senate vote for 
it. A treaty is an agrcernent hetween two nations to do or 
to refrain from doing certain things. I t  may be to make 
war upon a third nation, or to maintain peace, or to regu- 
late commeree or the carr\-ing of mails, or for any other 
purpose. I t  is through treaties that the different nations 
of the xorld attempt to secure the good will of each other, 
and the responcibility of making tl-iem rests with the Presi- 
dent and thc Sennte. A moct iinportant diity of the Presi- 
dent is to selcct proper men to fi!1 the many offices under 
the national govcrnrnent. However, as you see in the 
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President must secure the consent of the Senate, \vhen 
the Senate is not in sessioii the President may fill a va-

cancy without waiting for its consent, A t  thc beginning 
of a session of Congress the Przsident sen& to that body 
a message, in which he calls attention to the needc of the 

couritry and sugges:s such legislation as seems to him 
necessary. Congress is not obliged to follow the suggec- 
tions of the Presiclent's message any more t'nan the Legis- 
lature of a State is obliged to follow the suggestions 

contained in  a rnescage from the Governor. When Con- 
gress is not in session and it seerns necessary that certain 
laws should be passed as quickly as possible, the President 
may call an mtra ssssio?~,just as the Gorernor of a State 
may call an extra session of the Legislature. 

The Cabinet. -T h e  President is responsible for the 
management of the entire business of the executive de- 
partment. This means that he is recponsible for the man- 

agement of foreign affairs, mhich includes the rnakiilg of 
treaties, the appointing of ~nicisters and consuls to serl-e in 
foreign countries and instructiiig them in their duties, the 
reception of foreign ministers in 'IS'ashington, the giving of 
passports to those who wich to travel abroad, the protec- 
tion of American citizsns in other ?mds, and all other 
business that arises hetween our gol-eriirnent 2nd other 
governments. H e  is recponsible for the collection of tases 

and the expenditure of money appropriated by Congrrss . 
arid the n~anagement of the public tiebt ; for  the manage- 



troops and forts and equipnients and military schools ; for 
the managenient of the iiavy with its fleets and forts and 
training schools; for the inanagement of the national 
Courts with their marshals and attorneys; for the man-
agement of the vast business of the post office with its post 
office buildings and postmasters, letter carriers and clerks. 

Of Course, the President cannot superintend all this busi- 
ness in person. Like the executive of any large goveril- 
inent, like the Governor of a State 01- the Mayor of a city, 
he must have a body of able assistaiits. This business of 
the  national go\rernnlent is divided into eight departnients, 
and a t  the head of each department the Presideiit places a 
man 11-ho he thinks is conipetent to manage its affairs. 
T h e  eight officers placed at  tlie head of the great depart- 
mcnts are knoivn as the CnOzizrt. T h e  Cabinet is responsi- 
ble to the Prcsident, aiid R henever he wishes to confer \iith 
it or to get its advice, he summons it to the IVhite House, 
where its meetings are hsld. S o  record is kept of the 
Cabinet meetings, and the public does not know what takes 
place at  thern. S h e  President is not bound to act accord- 
iiig to the n-ishes of the Cabinet, but it is not probable that 
he often acts contrary to its decision T h e  naines of the 
departments 11-ith the titles of the Cabinet officers, are : 

( I )  The  Department of State, under the managenient 
of the  Secretary of State, who is at  the head of foreign 
affairs. 

(2)  T h e  Treasury Department, under the management 
of the Sccretary of the Treasury. 



(3) T h e  Department of Il'ar, under the mznagement of 
the Secretary of 1 I -x .  

(4) T h e  Post Office Department, under the management 

of the  Postmaster-General. 
( 5 )  T h e  Department of the S ~ Ty,under the inanage- 

ment of tlie Secretary of the  Savy.  
(6) T h e  Department of the In te~ ior ,  uiider the maiiage- 

ment of the Secretary of the Interior, ~ h o  has charge of 
Indian affairs, pensions. the  census, patents, copqrights, 
the sale of public laiids. 

(7) T h e  Department of Justice, uiider the manageineilt 
of the Attorney-General, n-ho gi-\-es the government written 
opinions upon questioils of law and represents it in the 
national courts. His  office is like that of the Attornej- 
General of a State. 

(8) T h e  Department of Agriculture, under the  ma-i~age- 
ment of the Secietary of Apricultuye, whose du t~r  is to 
pronlote the  iiiterest of farmers. 

The Civil Service. -In  all the  departinents mentioned 
above, there are einployed many assistants. In  the 
Post office Depai-tmeilt alone there are more than eighty 
thousand people employed in coilecting, carrying, and dis- 
tributing the mail. i111 servants of the national govern-
ment, escept members of Congrcss, army and nal-y oEcei-s, 
and soldiers and saiiurs (in the naval s e n k e j  beloilg to the 
CiviZ Sewicc .  T h e  officials of a citj- oor of a Ccate are also 
members of thc Ci14 Service. One of the qriestions you 
will have to decide 17-hen yorr become 2 voter is : Hcw 

long shail an einployee of the government hold his ~ 0 % ; .  



propei-ly, or, shall he bc r e m o x d  when a new party or a 

new adininistration comcs into power ? 

QUESTIONS FOR O R I G I N A L  WORK 

I .  Study sections t xo  nnd tliree of tlie seconcl articie of tlie Con- 
stitution. and niake out a list of tlie poxers arid duties of tlre Resident. 

2 .  IVliat is the salary of a Cabinet o%cer? 
3. T o  nliat departirient of tlie national go\-erninent would you take 

the folloning matters : 

( n )  A claiin for a pencion. 
( 0 )  X coinplaint against tlie post office. 
( C  ) A request for a parsport in foreign countries. 
( d )  An appiicatioii for adinission to VVeit Point. 
( e )  An application for a patent. 
( j ) X tiieft of Lnited Statei bonds 
(g)A request for infurrnation regarding the best inethod of curing 

a discasc in cattle. 

4. How voulci you proceed if yoa ~vished to get a position as a 

clerk in the custoinlio~~se? 
j. \\'hat is ineant by the ~ r o r d s :  " T o  the rictors beiong the 

spoils ?" 

6. Wliat is meant bj- .L Ci\-ii Sei-vice Reform " ? 
7 .  Are tlie people wliotn J-ou know generally in  favor of tlie merit 

system? 



THE NATIONAL COURTS 

"The Siipreme Court is the h i n g  i.oice of the Constitution, that is, 
of tlie xi l l  of the people expresse^!. in tlie fuiidainental Iaw they have 
enacted. I t  is the  consciznce of the  people wl:o hare  resqired to  re- 
strain tlieinselres froiii hast!- o: u!ijuit actioii i ; ~placing their repre- 
sentatives under tiie restriction of a periiianeiit lan-."-jwzes t 'ryie. 

The Kind of Casus tried in the National Courts. -The  
third article of the Constitutior-; describes the po~vers and 
the nature of the jridicial departrnent of the national 

gorernment. T h e  courts of a State try those cases that 
arise under the l a w  ancl constitution of the  State, while 
the courts of the general go~ernment  try those cases that 
arise under the Constitution of the United States, and the 
laws passed by Congress. A man charged with the crirne 
of burglary ~vould be tried in one of the courts of the State 
in which the criine was committed; for rhe laws against 
burglary are pacsed by the Iegislatures of the States. A 
man charged \\;ith coirntcrfeiting money wouid be tried in 
one of the national courts ; for t he  laws agairist counter- 
feiting are passed by Congress. H person charged ivith 

breaking a street lamp r o u i d  be tried in a Stnte court, for 
his offense concerns a S t a k  ; but a person charged with 
robbing a letter box a t t x h e d  to a lanlp-post, wmld be 
tried in a court of the Ynited States, for his offense con- 
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courtc nmy try those caces that  arise between citizens of 
different States, if either party to the  case so desires. 
Also whcn n dispute ai-iscs bctwecn two States, it is settled, 
not in a State court, but in tlie national court. If such 
a case n-ere lcft to the  coui-ts of olle of the States to be 
deciclecl, the  othcr State, if the dccision \ m i t  against it, 
~ ~ o u l din 211 131-obability be  dissatisfied. Still another class 
of cases tried in the national courts consists of those in 
~vh ich  orie of the  parties is a foreigner. I i  a foreign 
country has a griex-ance against one of the States it must 
t q -  its case in thc Courts of the  Cnited States, ior the  
nzition and not the  Sta te , i s  responsible to foreign gov- 
er-n:i:ents. Liltewise, if a citizen of another country has a 
gi-izl-nnce against a State, or against one of its citizens, he 
niay bring suit in a national court. I n  the case of ani-
bascaclors and their familics and attcnclants, when any 
trolible arises, the matter m7mt be taken directlj- to the  
Supreme Coiirt of ihe cnited States. Cnder  this rule, if 
a sen-ant of an  ambassador should steal a pound of sugnr 
or chould be  charged 11-ith disorderly conduct, his case 

U-orild hax-e to be tried before the  highest court of the  
United States. Tllis great respect is shon-n to foreign 
ministers in 01-cler to ai-oid giving offense to the  govern- 
ments 11-hich they represent. 

The Four Grades of National Courts. -For  the trial of 
such cnses as hai-e just been mentioned, the  government 
of the  TSnitecl States supports a systeni of courts comewhat 
similar to those supported by a State. T h e  juclges of all 
these courts are appointed by the President. T h e  lowest 



omr  by a District Jiiclge. I n  every state there is a t  least 
one District Court. T h e  larger States hai-e two Distrjct 
Courts ; S e w  York, Xlabama, arid Texas, have three each. 

Altogether there are sixty-sei-en District Courts in the 
United States. These lon-est coui-ts try all crimes conl-
mitted against the Cnited Stittes, escept those puriishahle 
b>-death, ancl thcy try such civil cnses as may properly be 

tried in national coiirts. IYhen a case hits been triecl iil 
the District Court and eithzr cf the parties to the case is 
not satisfied d h  the rcsult, it inay be taltcii, that is, ap- 
pealecl, to either the Supreme Coiiri of the r i~i ted Stntes, 
or to the Circ~lit Court of Ap!xals, a Court established in 
1891 to r e l i e ~ ~ ethe hea\-y T\-0:-k of the Sripreme Corii-t. 
A n  appealed case is carried (a) to thc Supi-eine Court, 
~vhen  it in\-011-es n question of jarisdictioii, that is, a ques-
tion as to whnt court thc case ought to be tried in ; 
(6) when it i n ~ o l y e s  the construction of the Constitution of 
the United States ; (C) when it i n ~ - o : ~ e s  a question of the con-

stitutionality of a l a r ,  ~vhether State or national ; (d)v~heii  
it is a case of conviction for somc great criiiie ; ( C )  when it 
in\-olves the construction of a tl-eaty. 111 other cases than 

those meiltioned, an appeal must be t a k m  from the Dis- 
tritt Court to the Circuit Court of A%ppeaIs. S e x t  to the 
Distl-ic: Court is thc ( 2 )  Ciiilti? Collrf. Thei-e are ilinz 
CircLiit Coui-ts in the Cnited Ctates, and for zach circliit 
there is a Circuit jLldgc. Each circuit in \ i -h i~h  a CiXliit 
Court is establishecl coiisists of sex-eid s t a t x  j~lstice 



$500 is involvccl. They also try those suits that arise 
under patent and copyright laws. A n  appeal from a de- 
cision in a Circuit Court is governed by the  rules that are 
followecl in an appeal from the Uistrict Court ; sornetirnes 
it will be taken to the Siiprernc Coiirt, sometimes to the  
Circuit Court of Appeals. T h e  Circuit Court itself never 

hears appeals. 
In  each of the circuits in which a Circuit Court is held 

there is a (3) Circi~it Cu:~rt of ,-1ppcds. This court consists 
of three jridges, one appointed cxpressly for the Appeal 
Court, one oi  the justices of the Ci~prerne Court, and one of 
the judges of the  District Court within the circuit. A dis-
trict judgc, lio\\;evcr, who has tried a case in the District 
Court cannot sit at  the trial of the saine czse in the  Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. I t  is a gcncral rille of justice that 
a judge who has talten part at  the trinl of a case in a lower 
court cannot take part in the  trial of the saine case in an 
upper court. T h e  Cirruit Court of Appeals tries only 
those cases that are brought to it upon appeal from the 
District Court and the Circuit Court. 

T h e  highest ciiurt in the United States sj-stein js the (4) 
Slqjiamt. Col:?-i,which sits at  \\'ashington. I t  consists of 
a chief justice and eight associnte justices. I n  cases affect- 
ing ambassadors and consuls, arid those in which a State is 
a J t l a s  i j s o i This means that these 
cases must be tried for the first time in thc Supreme 
Court. T h e  chief business of this great court, hoxvever, 
is to try the cases that are appenled to it froin the lower 
courts. T h e  Supreme Court is the most esalted and in 



Stares. It actc as the guai-dian uf the Constitution. ~f 

Cungress or the Legislutl-~re •âf a State passes a law that is 

~~nconstitiitional,it declares that lan nidl and yoid. If  a 
State Co~ir t  renclers a dccision that conflicts with the Con- 
stitution or with a l ~ wof the C'nitzd Strttes, the Supreme 
Court ma>- overriile the decision. I t  rnay pass judgment 
Lipon all questions of 1an or of fact that are appealed to it 
and that it chooses to consider. 

SOT::.-The  s a l a r i e  of tlie principal oficers of tlie Xational Gov- 
eriiineiit are as follon-s : 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . $jo,ooo 

Vice Pi-esicleiit . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.000 

J lembers o i  the Cabinrt . . . . . . . . . 8.000 

Chief Justice of Supreine Coiirt . . . . . .  10.joo 
iiis3ciate Justices of Supreine Court . . . .  IO,OOO 

Judges of Circuit io i i r t s  . . . . . . . . . 6.000 

Judges o i  District Coari.; . . . . . . . . . j.000 

Rclx-c%n:atives . . . . . . . . . . . .5.000 

Seiiators . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.000 


QUESTIONS 

I .  Taiiie tlirec o i  thc innst imjortaiit ileci.ion~ +hat hart. been made 
by tlie Suprcme Court in t ! i r  Iii>tor- of oiir cnuntry. 

7 .  S , ~ i n et ~ oof thc inos: celebrateci men \vlio have served as Chief 
juitices of tlie Supi-eine C o ~ i - t .  

3. Stuily tlie tliirtl article of tlie Consti tu~ion for arisxers to the 
follon ing qricstions : 

(iz) Hon- Ioiig i1oi.s a jiiclre of a fecleral coiii-t iiolcl ofice i 
( h )  Can Coi~qi-ess ret1:ic e tiie salnries of tlie prejei3t judges ? 
( C )  I n  nl iat  cour: V-oiild a cliarge ag.liilst a consul of a foreign coua-

ti-J. 1)e brouglil? 
(LZ') I n  n h a i  Cour: iroukl n iilan be tried for robbing a post oihce? 



, , 
foreign coxntr!- bc ti-ied? 

4. Cse  ihe words A Statc " and b:federal" propei-1)- in tlie following 
pa"""gC : 

.., 7I..iiere are less than a liuiidred --judges, ancl tliere are iilaiiy 
tho~isaiids: of--juciicinl ofiicei-s. .i large majoiirj- of tlie casec at la\v 
are triecl iii --cori-ts. If oiily i a n - s  are iiil-011-ed in tlie case. tlie 
--ioiiits ian  l i a ~ e  iiotliiiig to do nitli it. Ordiiiarj- criines, such as 
assaalt. tiicft. aiid n~iii-der, caii he ti-ied only in --courtc. In like 
inaniicr ncr,rl~- all cascs ariiirig in tlie adininicti-ation of scliool lan-s, 
lan .s coiiceriiii1g 1:au;'s-s. higlin aj-s. --tasation. t l ~ e  l a m  for tlie gov- 
criimeint of citics xnil the Iiolding of eleciioi~s. are tririble in tlie --
Courts n!uiie. I t  is onl!. wlieii s o n ~ eprovision of tlie --constitution, 
or conic act of tlicl Cnited Statcs Soreriiment is in;.olred tliat a--
c0~1l.t Ca11 act." --L:r"izc~~. 





ent there is no party that looks witli favor upon such 
views. Our peace-lovirig citizens, if they wich the govern- 
ment to adopt thcir policj-, must form a party of thcir o w i  
and through this prirty get control of the  machinery of 
government. I n  order to do this they will have to o q - m -
ize, that is, they will have to form in bodies, elect officers, 
and agree ~ i p o n  certain lines of action, and appoint coni- 
mittees to do certain things. All great parties are thor-
oughly orgariized. I n  e\-er)- township, n-nrd, county, aiid 
State, there are regulaily choscri pernianerit cornmittces 
to whom certain party ~ ~ o r l i  is g ive~i  to be done, and by 
whom the life of tlie party is sustai1-iec1 froni clection to 
election. W e  have seeri how the great task of nominating 
a Resident  is accomplished throiigh partj- organizatiori. 
T h e  citizens of a city or of a State, then, ~ h o  are most 
enthusiastic for peace will organize. They will meet and 
form a peace society, electing officers, enrolling men~bers,  
and taking measures to secure new menibers. Similar 
societies d l  soon be formed in other States. If the peace 
sentiment in the country is quite strong, and these peace 
societies are quite numerous, it xill not be long before the 
different societies will send dcli-gates or representatives to 
a general association or conwntion. Thic convention 
may decide to enter politics. If so, it will state its politi- 
cal principles in n declaration callecl a plnfform, and XI-ill 
nominate candidates for office ~ v h o  are fn\-orable to a 
policy of peace. In  this way a new political party, a 
peace party, will be formed. Everj-luody n-ho believes 



candidates of the new party, Z f  thcse candidates shall 
recei1-e a numbzr of votes sufficient to elect them, they 
will become a part of the  government, arid they \.,.ill be 
morally bound to carry out, ris f a r  as they are &Ie, the 

principks of tht: party that electecl them. Thus, it is 
through party organization that the  will of the people ic 
esprcssed, and thus far no other n-ay of espressing that 
will has beeil discoverecl. 

The Choice of a Party. -Every young man upon com-
inb of at;e is called upon to r3te  for one of the great 
parties. Of coursc he X\-ill wich to 1-ote for the best party. 
Hai\- shall he decicle which is the best?  H e  should not 
vote for a Party merely because his father s-otes for it, or 
becai~se he hopes to sccure an office at  its hands, but 
should X-ote for the one that he thiriks will act for the best 
interest of the countrj-. H e  should make a careful stuciy 
of the historp rind principles of all the great political 
parties, and learn vihat each has already done for the 
country, and hat each propoces to do, and then deckle 
for himsclf n-hich one he will vote for. T h e  principles of 
party inaj- be found in its platforin. A ver)- good \vay for 

a young inan to choose his party v:ou!d be for him to 
decicle (\T-ithout having tlie party narne before him) which 
of the platforms of the great political parties cnntains the 
best priricip!es, ancl choose the party that declarec for 
those prinriplcs, no matter vihat maJ- be its name. 

~oyal tyt o  Party.  -;\fter a man has voted for arid 
\vo1-kecl j~.ith t l ~ u  czme pl i t ical  part;; for some J'ears he  
becomes attached to it, and it is difficult, so~netimes, fcr  



man -a pnr,zzs.ra. i f  he l e a ~  es bis party he is pietty 
sure to offeild his party associates, n ho call hin1 traitor or 
inugwump, or soinc other hai-sh name. Yet there are 
time5 ~vheil  it is the duty of a pood citizen to vote a g a h s t  
his party. \TThen he believes the principles of his par t j  
31-2 110 longcr good for his countrj7, or when he is asked 
by it to vote for clishonest or dangcrous or incompetent 
men, it is his plain duty to refiise to do so. I n  such a 

case he is called upon to decide, not betwecn one party 
and anothcr, but betn-een a paz-ty aiid his country. I t  is a 

yuestion of patriotism, or lox e of country. I n  times of 
war a man's love for his country is teqted by his willing- 
ZIPSS to fight anrl die for it, but in timcs of peace his pa- 
triotisni is testecl bj his V illingness to vote ughf,n hatever 
may be his interests or prejudices, or party ties.' 

1 111exellent liistory of partics 1s Johnston s '. Ainericaii Politics." 
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