




CAMP MORTON 





A \ t  tlrtl r.ogr11:rv met'ting of  t l ~ r  In t l i ana  C o i n m a n t l e r y ,  

31. 0. L. Id. I '. S., lri~I(1 Frit1n.t-, M:ry 8, 18!)1, the f o l l o ~ ~  - 
ilrg r t ~ l r ~ t  i o i ~  ~ i r e ~ t ~ i ~ t c d  1)) (hr i1 l )anion I\-. 13. , \ r i l l-  

s t r o n g ,  :tntl n 21s n n : m i ~ n o l l i l y  :rtlol)tt'd : 

"lie.coh:ed, 7'h:it (Cornpnnior~ Jicr~ir's 11. 1::trnahan be reyuestcd to 
report  t o  this Comrnantli:ry t h e  rcwdt of his investigations ns 
C11:~irin:tn of t he  Con~mi t t ee  of tho Ik lmr tmen t  of Indiana, C+. A. R., 
concerning t h e  chnrges publislirtl in the  Centwy by Dr. ,John A .  
W y e t l ~ ,  concerning the  treatmt,nt of Confedcrate prisoners a t  Camp 
Morton," 

.'Re..ohcd, Tha t  1r:~ving h c : ~ r ~ l  Cornp:tnion ( h r n : ~ l ~ a n  re:itl his y e -  
port, i l l  reply to tlic: nrticlcs of Dr. .I oiiri '1. W yeill, i n  tlie Century 
M:qyxin(., c o n c c r n i ~ ~ ~ h r  t r tx tn i rn t  of prisonc.is of w m  :it (hnili  
Morton, this ( 'oiul~i:indcry indorses t h t  st :~tenicnts t l~erciri  1rialic1, 
; t l ~ t l  recornmc~~~d;:  the i r  pcr11s:il 'oy d l  i r ~ k r e s t r d  in the  v i l~t l ica t io~i  
of tlio t rue  Ilistory of tliose cvonts. 

"Ii'c.solul:d, 'l'liitt scxvt,n liuntlred and  fifty copitx~ b e  printed : i ~ i r i  

t h e  1hx)udr r  be :lut~lbrizcti to sclltl :L copy to each ('oilirnanti~.ry 
ri~iti to t h e  prir~cipi:  1il1r:~rics of the coun~try." 





4:en Leu,  Ti'alluce, Comma,itler Indzniicr. Conomndery Mi l~ tary  Order of 
t lh  1,nyal T,tg?nri . 

8 0 1 1 ~  time i i n w  thiz C 'on~l i l :~nd~ry i:t\v f i t  t o  asiiqn to 
ri i t .  ;I very important  duty.  1<no\\-i11g frrll well t he  niagni- 
tr~ticl anel rcspo11iil)ility of thc trrrst, I :~wcp ted  thc p o i i t i o ~ ~  
n i i i .  'l'liii \ rork rcc i~~irc t l  a t h o r o ~ ~ g h  t~xamitiatioti 
into tlic tr11t11 o r  fil'iit) of tlrc st:ltctn(lnts (wn t :~ i i l~d  in atr 
artic%l(. ctltitlccl, '( ('old C'lrt,t.r a t  C:itrll, Morton"  in tlrc 
At)ril (1S91) L%nf/cry,  by Dr .  J o l i ~ l  \\yycltl~, and al-o  tho-(. 
c.ot~t:lititvl in hi- (' I :c~jointl(~~~" to tlrc ans\vcr to his article 
I ) ?  ('olonc~l \V. It. [ I o l l o \ ~ u y ,  r~nt i t l (~( l  " T ~ w t ~ n e ~ i t  of P r i - -  
oiwri  a t  Ci:lmp ;\Iortoti,') in tllo S(81~t(wll)(~r ( I  891) CJ~l,tli)y. 

I n  t l ~ i s  worli I havc h c n  nlovcltl to :I f'aitlrful p r f o r m -  
; r t r c ~  of my tlrrtj , trot 4rnl)ly tlrrorrgli :I so1rlicr'- \\ iih t o  
disc*l~:lrgc. tlic 1 :~ik  asiignctl, but  actt1:~tcd hy an carnc~-t 
tlciircl to vindicate t l ~ c  good namet of tn\- llativc Statcl, anti 
tiict I~olror:tl)I(~ rl:llirc of oul* ( ' o i l ~ ~ , : n ~ i o l ~ i  :tutl C o ~ ~ l ~ ~ t t l c ,  of 
tlic ('nio11 L l r ~ ~ ~ y ,  fro111 t11c a\lwrbiott\ of a11 ~ ~ I P I I I ~ .  

r , 1 he p" t io t i  : i rr t l  s t a ~ t d i t ~ g  of Dr. \\*yc.th in :\I) iionor:thic~ 
pr~f 'c~isio~r,  ~ w ~ u i r c ~ t l  t l ~ t  tliv oxanlin:itiot~ I ) ( &  rnatlc c*arc~fully 
ant1 tliolwrtglrly, and  it11 a fir111 u~lhcrc~trcc to  the' fact<. 

111 nr:tkilrg tho inwstigatiotl t1ic1.c 1r:ts c ~ ~ t ( ~ r ( d  I I O  fw l i~ i i i  
of enmity touart l  :myonc3 of tliosc I I I P ~ I  \vlro stoo(l (111 tlrc 
o t l ~ c r  sitlv of tlic, linc~ fi-otll 11. frct111 1 S(i l to  1SGTj. I t  il:r* 

h w ~ i  i o ~ r ~ l i  t I)!- c\.c'ry :~v:~il:ll)lc illcan\ t o  abc'crtain t 1 1 ~  t twt~ 
lli&tor>. of 111(~ t l~~:l tr i icnt  of p r iwnw-  at ( 'amp l l o r t o n ,  
f r o n ~  1louorul)lo nl(L1~ yct l iv i~lg ,  n.110 \\ t're \\ it~~tlaicl\ of tire 
cvcsrit\ atitl zconts in and allorit that  hirtorir ca:inlp. 

1<:1(&11 on(& of 11% in tliis Comtll;~n(lcr\- ha5 pitsh~'c1 tllat 



period of lifc c.1 l ~ c n  thv liot fires of prcjtlclicc or  hate may 
g o w r n  and control our actions. \YP, too, have 1):rs.setl the 
fkarful ortl(~i1 of tht. 1)attlc-ficltl, ant1 long, long yc:irs ago 
Ic~arned, tllrouglr t11:tt tlcadlv contcst, to respect tlic (*our- 
:ige and iliill of our ant:rgonisti. 

I n  this invc~stigrtior~, tllc1 p r i r i~ ip lw fi)r \r  hic.11 citllc~l- 
: I  f 1 1 t  a not to k c  i i l  t o .  T11v 1111(>stion at 
i-sl~rt is on(. t11:tt involvci that l~iglrclr ant1 divinc law \ i l ~ i ( ~ h  
trac.hes :i ( h 1 - l i k ~  ipirit of' I\intlly irc~atrric~ni to  :I fallen 
fov. Nor slrall any fi~c~lirig of retaliation critcr into any- 
tiring that  h 1 1  1~ i:~itl on tliv question at iisuc.. The. 
\\lrolei:ilc nc.c.l~i:ition.s made 1)) tllc arrtl~or of' t l ~ c  articl(> 
~ ~ c f c r r c d  to, :wc too seriol~b to Oc pitksccl I)! lightly, or  to I)(' 
: i ~ ~ s w r ~ w l  in  t!rc I lc  at of p i s i o n .  I:y that articlc i t  i~ 
~ r ~ g l ~ t  to cast :L itain upon thv giml  11:lrnc of tlrc, peoplc 
of tlrc~ r>ntire Stato of I ~ ~ t l i a n a  ; not t l ~ i q o ~ r l y ,  b l ~ t  w stain i i  
(*:lit r l p n  the nalllcl an(l f i t ~ u ~  of clvcry Union soldier, 
officer or illan, \I lro was in any \I ay c.onuc~tc,tl witli ttlv 

prlartlil~g or  caw of t11c ('onfcdt~r:~tc ~)risonor.; a t  C:ttnp Mor- 
ton;  for if rvcn ontl oi'ficer or  onc  clr~liitc~l nlan of' all of tl~cb 
r111n11)er of the g11:ird \\:is guilty of an! of the  c.ri111e5 that 
are rhal*gctl, and tl1t1 othors l i~rew of t l ~ c w  crirncls, and i f  
tllc csl~argt>s trlrc, they n ~ r ~ s t  all h v c  lino\\tl it, thvn all 
v e w  guilty, :nit1 110 1)lva of ret:tliation fbr nrongh c30ni- 
r~~ i t t e t l  1)y o r ~ r  encrrlic~i rrpon our  vo~n~~nt lc~s  c:~n \i.ipc~ o11t 
t l ~ r  itain. \Tar tintlcr any and all c~irc~~~trlstar~cm, :IS \st:. 

l o  f l  1 is I ,  t r i l l ,  l r i .  Thcl trurl 

A~iwr i (xn  sol(li(~r, a t  thcl h t ,  ( Y ~ I I  only LIW hi5 itrongc+t 
ant1 bra\ c~lt  t ~ n o r g i c ~  to rob t 1 1 ~  I~:~ttl(~-fiel(l, or  the priso~icr'. 
c~ontinc~rncnt, of' their horrors or tliicv)niforts. 7 1 ' ~  <l~ould 
;tlw la lo^^ t h t  \\liilc tllc. victor s l~i~rdt l  be 1rloc1~tr:ltc iu lri- 
rc:joicinq\, the, va~rc~uiillctl, tho priwl~car, ilio111d : ~ l i o  sl~on- 

t r r 1 1 ~  wldi(~r l> ( l r ~ i ~ l i t i +  i n  l r i ,  misfi)strt~~(> ; : i11(1 tll( 
i ) r iv ) r~c~ .  0110 i11511lt. or  :1\)11w1 I i i k  wl(li(~l. gu:~r(l ,  or O I I V  

wlit~ (l~lc~o~ir:tg(~i or ( 8 \ ( u w s  ~ ~ t * l i  :~ I )ULC, ,  l\no\\ ing :I\ he tIo(+ 
r11:lt tlrcl wntinc'l i. olwying Icg:~lly (*on~tiitrto(l : i i~tl iorit j-~ 





lnore ~ ~ w r i t ~ r o ~ ~ s  t w 1 1  y( :lr of t 1 1 ~  past t I\ vnty-5i \, : L I I ~  so ilk 
tiiat n a y  thcl "\\itnc-c~i" Ita\.c, g ro \ \n  f(,\\cr ant1 foncXr 
i 11 n i ~ m I ) ~ r .  

* ~\g:iilr, tlrc rlrcrl w l ~ o  c ~ ) m ~ ~ o s c d  thc  I'nion .\rruy wcLrr., 
above a11 ot11c.r rricbri \ tho p r e c d t d  thc>rri in thc  history of 
this wuiitry,  (wnspicuous for tllvir :wtivity, for thoir  
daring,  for tl~cxir cntc~rl)riw, tint1 for thc~ir  :m~l;)ition. TYhctr~ 
t l r ~  n-:~r cslosctl, tlrcw rrlcrl, on r c t r ~ r r ~ i n g  from tire army,  
for~ntl at thcx hon~ixs of thoir l)oyIrood thv a \  C I ~ I L V S  of tratltl 
:i11(1 tht. prof(wioni lill(d hy t l ~ o w  who had ~ ~ c r x t i n c d  :lt 

Irornc <luring t l ~ v  yc~rrs of \car. 1'111. great  \\7c,it \ \ : t i  f i l l  l 
of posbihilitic5 to tlii-; c.1:l.s of' r11c.11, and \wsi \I a u l  t l ~ i ,  
g l w t  army \ \ent l (d  i t i  way i~n t i l  all tr:rc~% of tr.115 of iho11- 
wntls \\:I\ lost 1)y those \ S I L O  I d  I \ I I O \ \ I I  ~ I I ( ~ I I I  in t l ~ ~  :lrrn>, 
o r  i l l  t l ~ c  nc~iglrl)ol.lioo(l~ \VI IP IT  tl~csy \\rrc3 rc~;rrcd. 

'I'\t c3ntj -iix > car, i i  ~)crruit  t c ~ l  to pa+ k)c,i;)rc aliglrt i +  







t l ~ c  tiiiic 11anlet1. 13csiiles thwc lwmcl i s  thcrc were the 
ljniltlings that had l ) c~w erectctl tl~tlreon I)? t h r  State Fair 
A l i i o c i : ~ t i o ~ ~ ,  \\lrirhlr w l r c  also utilized by the troops. T h e  
crorlntl \ir:ts high and wcll drained, u i th  an ahuilclanc~t~ of 
q)otl  natt 'r for drinking, cooking and other ] )~ir l )ose~.  
r 7 Llrc grountli wcrc \rill1 wooclrd : i r ~ t l  the foliage fi~rnislretl 
cltliglltful shade tlnring tilt J ~ o t  stlnlnic1r ~ n o ~ ~ t h s .  

111 F(.bruary, 186% carnix Grant'i great victory ; i n t l t d ,  
i t  was the first great victorv of the ITnion Army, and 
hundrtds and tl~orrsantls of prisorrcr.; from For t  Donaltl5on 
I I I I I ~ ~  hc provided for and guarded. Governor Xorton 
~ v a s  a p p a l e d  to, and 1 1 ~  :rniwerrtl that hc coultl provide 
fijr t h r w  thorisxntl of the prisonrri. Tltcsc prisoners from 
Fort Dori:~ltlion and F o r t  Nc~nry, ant1 a11 who came tlwrc- 
after, from Slliloh, from Stom. Eivi'r, from in and ah011t 
Ch:~ttanooga, where Dr. \Vyctl~, then n boy, was c;ipturcd, 
:inti through a11 of tho ?;cars of the war, froni every battlw 
ficld whew prisoner? wcre taken :lnd sent to Camp Morton, 
cSanic almost ilirectly ttntler the personal care of Governor 
Morton. Wtx ail< thc soIcliers of Indialla who Itncm io  
nell  of the caw that JLorton gave his lrlilialra troop%; 
:tsk the soldiers of other States \vho saw Morton on the 
field and saw his agents :IS they weut about from 1)ivouac to 
hironac in the face of t h ~  enemy, looking after and caring 
for thv soldier \\-hi~rcvcr forlnd : are the stateinents of m:lr 
r~c>glcci and cruelty toward soldicrs who wcrc prisorlcrs 
nor thy o f  belief:' Morton was ncLrcr c'hargcd, even k)y 
hi., moit bit tm cucmy, wit11 carrreltj- o r  even with harshness. 
IIc was tllc Govclrnor n l ~ o  stantls p r t v ~ ~ ~ i n e n t  : t l ) o v ~  :dl 
otllc1r.s of his (lay, a? orrc n l ~ o  \\as caarefnl of thr  livcs of  
1nc.n. Strong, vigororlq, rciolr~to :3nd fcarlcsi in the c \ i i -  
cxhnrgc) of every clrity, ant1 i l l  tllc a d \ ~ e a c y  of what hi' he- 
lievcil to b(, right. 'l'lle history of t 1 1 ~  (lays of the nrar i n  
I ndisna 4lou s t l ~ a t  n o  itnc \La, 111orc ~r la~nanirnons to\\ ar(l 

:I di~fwtotl foc tharl hc. 
\ \  hon thv ti].-t pri.onc.ri nc'rc I ) ro~gIr t  to C":tnlp i\lorton, 



T i  n i t  States Qu;trtcrn>aster. Captain, afterwards Briga- 
dier General ,James A. ICkin, proceeded to erect such additional 
harri~cks as were required, and placed those already built in the 
Oest possible condition for the  reception of the prisoners. In  the 
large agricultural and mechanical halls, bunks were arranged on 
tlic sides for sleeping, and long tables were placed in the center 
for serving up rations, Stoves were provided, and suitable bed- 
ding;  clean straw and blankets, furnished to every man, as com- 
fortable as could be expected or reasonably desired un- 
der the  circumstances. The halls being insufficient to accom- 
niotlate more than two thousand persons, other barracks were con- 
structed out of the stock stalls adjoining the northern fence of the  
caml). These liad been occupied by our own troops the preceding 
sunirner and fall, as quarters, and were considered quite cozy and 
cornfortablo. They were renlodeled for the prisoners so ns to givt, 
six apartments for sleeping and one for eating purposes, t h e  latter 
matle by throwing two stalls into one, wit11 a table in t h e  center, 
alternating along the wholc northern line of the ground, in the  
proportion of six ~ leep ing  rooms to one eating room The usual 
garrison equipage and  cooking utensils, with regular rations, plenty 
of dry fuel, etc., precisely the  s:me as issued to our own troops. 
were furnished and so disposed for convenient messing. l'liese 
preparations, of course, h:~d to be matle hurriedly, :is only short 
notice of t h e  arrival of t h e  prisoners had been given, but tho)- 
were improved upon afterwards, and the  camp was made as colli- 
fortable and safe as circumstances would allow. 



DF.AR S~R-llTnderstanding that  you intend replying to and disap- 
proving the ~ t a t c m e n t s  of Dr. Wyeth regarding the treatment of 
prisoners a t  Camp Morton, I feel it  lily duty to atldrcss you. S o  



person had  better opportunity for correct i n fo r rna t ion" :~~  to  t rea t -  
lllent of t h e  prisoners, a t  t hc  t ime of which I writc, t han  1 had.  

I was n private in Company B, Fifty-fourth Int-liantt Volunteers, 
a n d   vent into carnl, a t  Camp Morton J u n e  3, 1%;;. I was detailed 
to du ty  ns n clerk in t h e  Post Adjot:~nt 's  office (Lieutenant E. .J. 
Itobinson) on t h e  lilt11 day of t h e  same month a n d  continued in  
tha t  position until  after t he  exchange of t h e  prisoners, and  assisted 
in mak ing  t h e  oxchange rolls. The  Post Adjut:mt7s oflice was :t 

builtling inside t h e  guard line, t11e ontside being in  l ine ~ v i t h  and  J 

corlstituting a pa r t  of t he  fence i r ~  t h e  south l ine  of t l ~ e  enclosure. 1 
' h e  i:onimissary D e p u t m e n t  was likewise located inside t h e  
guard-line, on the  east  sitie of t l ~ e  enclosure. 

There  wcxre t ~ o  principal clprks in t h e  office, one  a young m a n  
narried 'J'hompson, who attentled to  outside business, while I was 
:tssigncd to  the  inside atfairs. 'l'lic rebel prisoners were organized 
into " divisions," sonlo one of their  number  being appointed Cap- 
tain of t h e  division, and  h e  was held responsible fbr t h e  conduct 
of his men. T h e  coml~ l i s s iond  officers of t h e  I.nioii forces en-  
tered tlie cnclosurc? anti called the  prisoners' rolls, every (lay, t o  as- 
certain if d l  \rere present or accounteti for. TVlien t h e  Captain 
of t 1 1 ~  prisoners' division p resmted  his requisition for rations i t  
h s  a pa r t  of m y  du ty  to compare t h e  sanle with t h e  roll call re- 
l~o r t s ,  and ,  if correct, to " O K  " t h e  requisition in t l ~ e  .Adjut:~nt's 
n i m e ,  a11d thc r~011  th(l r:itions were issueti accordingly a t  t h e  Cotll- 
~ii issary I)i~p:rrtrr~tnt.  I t  was  also n ~ m r t  of my duties to  writc 
r re ry  (lay a wyuisition on the  11e:1ds o f  the  clivisio~is for :I cprtuill 
nunll~cyr of m e n  for inside Ilospit:?l gu:trtl tluty, polic>ing :111tl S;LII- 
i tmy duty ,  :tilt1 for grave-diggers. 'I'lirrc w a ~  :L hospit:tl insitle t l lc 
c~nclosure for t h e  less sc3vcXro mses  of siclcness, 'rho \\-orst c~isos 
were tr;ir~sft.rrcd to  t11e City Irospital. 

I n  t h e  tlisch:rrge of my duties I was in const:rnt irltercourse 
with t l ~ e  prisoners, anti frequently passing through their  qu;~r ters  
1 had good opportunity to  observe any  sr~ffering : L I I ~  to 11ewr :rny 
corny)lairit. IVhile ninny may h a w  regretted their  enfortc~ci toll- 

finernent,  ye t  t , l~ey d id  not  cornplaiu of their  accornrnod:Ltiorls or 
rzations. They were better ant1 more  coinfort:~bly liouseti t l l :L~l 0111' 
owl1 troops on  t h e  outside. 'I'hey were rnuch bet ter  protectc,d 
from t h e  wc:ithcr in  tlic i'r:nue builtlings t h : ~ n  0111. llltxrl in tllci 
v:is t t ~ n t s .  

' r i le ratious to  prisoners were suhst:lntially tilt. same :Ls to our 
men.  There, was :t slight c.l~an,ge, b u t  i n  lieu of t ha t ,  tob:Lcco a n d  
stationery were issued to thl: prisoners. Tilerc? rverq ocL.iLsjonla] 
complaints of ta in ted rnests dur ing t h e  evtrerlle llot wcatl,er, botil 





i t ;~lls illustmtcd (?) in the April nurrilxr of the Centivy JIngazine, 
wrre occupied by thcse incxperiencctl troops, not one of whon1 
w:\s ever 1,eard to cornpl:~i~i of the hardships so g r a p h i d l y  de- 
qcribed thirty years afterw:rrtis by n. ( ' o n f ~ l e r a t e  successor. l'hc 
'tty Hospital, then an empty building, wns taken possession of by 

ilirection of the Governor of the State, furnishctl and c.oliductetl 
: ~ s  a Nilitary TIospital from May 1 ,  IStil, to ,June I > ,  liiGi, ,J. M. 
Kitchen being the surgeon in charge during that  entire period. 
I In the  arrival of the  prisoners from Donaldson, the capacity of 
the hospital was increased by the erection of additional buildings. 
:tnd during the  time specified the nuriiber of sick ant1 wounded 
received for treatment, was 71',!)01 ; of these 12,170 were I'nion 
soldiers and 821 prisoners of war. I t  will readily be seen that  
when a bed was matie " vacant," by death, or otherwise, it  was 
soon occupied hy another patient-a condition that  seems not to 
have been enjoyed by the fastidious doctor who is obliged to con- 
fess that  he  found himself in kind hands. There was a vast 
nnlount of sickness among the Donaltison prisoners, and immedkte-  
ly on their arrival in Indianapolis three temporary hospitals were 
provided for their reception. The diseases were chiefly dysentery, 
tliarrhcoa, low fornis of fever, pneumonia, and erysipelas, and t h e  
mortality was large ; but not frorn " starvation." Vpon the com- 
pletion of the additions to the City General Hospital, the  temporary 
hospitals were closed, and subsequently all seriously sick prisoners 
were sent from Camp Morton to the  City Hospital, a n  ambulance 
making two trips daily for that  purpose. This continued to the  
close of the  war. Federal soldiers and Confederate soldiers, sick 
and wounded, from both armies, jointly occupied this hospit:al, 
They were treated in every way al ike;  had the same kind of beds 
ant1 bedding, the same clean underwear, the  same nursing, the  
same medical aid, the same hospital supplies, the  same kind of 
food, prepared a t  the same time and served in the  same way;  
there was no distinction whatever, and all this by specific dircc- 
tions of Governor 0.  P, Morton. S o  complaints were ever nracle 
by the prisoners of bad treatment. The guard, a t  my request, w:ts 
removed, and only two prisoners embraced the opportunity to es- 
cape. Finally when those captured a t  Fort Dorlaldson were Tiins- 
tered for exchange, their physical concfitiorz inas i n  every rrs1,ect heltev 
tflan thut o f  their gutzrds and sentries ; and t / ~ k  fuct applied to scli~se~uent 
p~isoners. 

TVv suhlnit thc  following letter., ~ r l~ ic : l~  s ~ w : ~ k  for t l l ~ m -  

selves. Gcncral Stcvcns writcs : 



111:~ny of t11cr11 showed their appreci:~tion of l~i~i t lness  to the111 by 
pri:senting nlc,~~rentoes to Mrs. Stevcns. She has now in I ~ c r  pos- 

{ h m p  Morton. I \ ~ ~ ( o ~ ~ : ~ ~ y i ~ g  the t:~I)lc came :L llote to JIrs. 
t e v c i ~ s  whiclr shows how the prisonws felt. It w i d :  

" .\llow t w o  prisoners of (h111p JIorton to 1)rwctnt to yor1, tl~rougle 

since lrrh has Ileon (,'o~~lrli:~n(ic~r of tliis prison. Think, I I I ; I ~ : L ~ I ,  that 
we will Ilr,vrxr. forget your hus11:~rld or yourself. 

" Yours respectfully, 
" riolils -1. LI~: FRNIIYILF, 
'. . J o~ r s  TI I:II..UASS." 

: \~~r r s s s ,  A1.a , .runt. 27, IS91. 

Dr:.\rc Sl~i-111 the spring of I S i i 2 I  was captured a t  Fort Dor~nltl- 
son : ~ n d  was tuknn to Lafayette, Ind. 'I'lie two wealis that  we rt- 
n1:tineti t11rr.e we had  plenty to eat an t l  were well cared for. I w:is 
then nloveti to C;trrrp Morton, Indianapolis, Inti.,  antl there we 
fared well; really h:td mucll more than we needed. We drew so 
rriucll hreati that  we could not nirtke use of it. We piled it up 
until we 11ad such a yuantity that we played foot-ball wit11 the 
loaves antl hati thern hauled away. We had good fires, and no 
one suffered from cold. We were also trcated well by the guards; 
:md from what I can learn there were about 2,000 of us prisoners, 
and none were rnistreatetl, for 1 was all over the  Camp. I was a 
private in (hrnp:rr~y A ,  b'orty lirst Tennessee I:c~girr~ent. 

Yours very respectfully, 
.Tom M. W A I ~ H I ~ .  

P S.-The above arc facts simply sh ted ,  which I can prove by 
nuri1erous comra(1rs who were there 

o f  t l ~ o i c ~  ~ w c ~ i v c i l  : 
C O ~ N F K S I I I  I b ,  Feb 2% ,1866 

ULAIL SIR-Do yell ever tliink of U7ilkes, arid wonder what h:is 
ijecome of him lieit  assurrtl thxt I h a v e  never forgotten yon 
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nor shaken off' the debt of gratitude that I owe you for your kintl- 
ness to me  while 1 wai  :L uriso1rc.r o f  war. I Imve 3ec.n and en- 
dured a great many trying tinlcss sinccs thctrl, tirilc~s of trouble and 
tlisappointrnent; hut the many :nts of kindness and courtesy of 
which 1 was the recipient from you and others are a11 frcah in my 
~nemory.  Your gr:~tcxful friend, 

W. T r .  W I I  l i b s  

S o n c  :irv 11~rc.  c*oml)~ ic~ t t  \\ i t ~ t v w ' i  :I\ t o  t [ I ( ,  chrg(1 of 
c*rr~cxl :111(1 i n l ~ ~ ~ n l i l ~ i  t re : t t~l l (~~l t  t l lm \\('rc> t l l t ,  ~ ( ~ T I ~ ~ P I I I ( ~ I I  

110 C O I I I ~ K M Y I  t11(> i ~ i ( d i w l  i w r p  of i l l ( &  [ 7 t ~ i o ~ ~  Airmy.  rl'l~cy 
I\ V I Y ~  I ~ P I I  of' hot11 po1itic:~l p r t  i(bk, Lut lmrty :~lIili:~tion\ or 
.i-iv\\ > \ V V I Y  1)111~i(~(l in th(>ir m:il in t110 iliw11:trjy of i l i ( > i ~  
~)rufiwional t111tic.i. Evc.11 I)r. John  A. \Yycbtlr i >  W I I I -  
I,cllctl to ivyiify : t i  to t l r c l  1lq11ifiw11 t ho\pit:rl : I S I ~ I ~ (  - 

111(~1lt> Of (':tlll]) ~IOl'tOll, 1111(1('1' \ \  1 1 0 % ~ '  ill('ltCxl. ) I ( '  W3.S 11(' 

' L  il)(,llt S('VC~P:LI ~llOlltll~." rl ' l lvlY~ (~OllI(1 bo llollc I\ I 1 0  \\ 01dd 
diiiw.i-cxr t l ~ i s  crrwl ant1 in1111nlnn t r ~ ~ ~ t l l l o n t  of thv priioncri 
IIIOIY. qnivkly tl1a11 thc~ pl1ysic.iani alltl 1111.g(~0111 \~11o T V C ~ ( ~  

in c,ltargc. I f  st:wv:ltio~l w:t\ tliv cSari>c, or if it \\tlrci i l l  

;nly way cvctn a contri1)uting ( ~ 1 1 1 ~  of thc \ic.l,nc+i o r  dc1:ltIl 
of any nmlhcr ,  Iro\\cver irl l : t l l ,  tllcw' s111'g0011~ \ \ o ~ ~ l ( l  11:1\-(' 

hwl cluick to tl(stect it :m(l 111:~1\(~ (wrnplaint to tllt, p r o p 3 ~ .  
:~ t~ t l~or i t i ( , \  an(1 11a.i-(1 thv (lvil ~ P I I ~ O W Y ~ .  T l ~ ( > y  1~oi1111 ha\ ( 3  

h ~ l l  only too ( q P r  to f?rrPt Ollt tll? trollbl(~ :111d \)rillg t1,( 
e ~ ~ i l t y  p ~ r t i c i  to all atacor~nti~~g. l\r(~ i u h n ~ i t  i l l  tlli, (T)II- 
n(1rtio11 t11c f'ollo~\ ing \t:tt~ni(,nt of 1)r ? J .  \\-. I I ( ~ ~ * v ( ~ y ,  :I 

lo~)g-ti ln< rcsi(l(,nt of I ~ ~ t l i : ~ ~ ~ x ~ ) o l i s ,  In(1. I re I\ rito5 a< 
f0ll0\\ 5 : 

1 was iurgeorr in charge a t  Burnside Uarr:~chs during the  timcb 
e m b r a c d  i l l  the chz~rges of cruelty :ant1 st:arvatio~i 111:ttle hy Dr 
Wyeth, and I certainly 11:~t-l opportunity to learn whetllc~r or riot 
these c h x g ~ s  :Ire true With all of my opportunity 1 am willing to 
h~ rju:~lilitd that  none of the cllargeh of cruelty or 5tnrvation or 
of any unkind treatment of Confederate soldiers ever catlit to my 
Irnowledge. 

'I'hc men who did guard duty there were under my charge for 

niedical services. They belouged to the Veteran Reserve Corps All 



of tliein liatl beerr disabled by wounds or sickness, while in active 
spyvice. '1 bravr>r, more generous :~nd soldierly command I never 
met. (hlonel Stclvens, who comnlxntietl these men, was a bmve, 
generous, warm hearted Dcmocrnt, loyal to our, the Union, cause; 
hut h e  w:is a, true frientl to the spy on federate prisoners. I have 
11exrti him say more than once that he would fight these men to 
the death to defend his country, and would fight for their protection 
when prisoners. Many of t l ~ e  Veteran Keserve Corps had been pris- 
oners tlicmselves, and knew how to feel for the Confederates. I 
hztvt? hc i~rd  thc: men say, who guarded Camp Morton, th,at the pris- 
oners had more to eat than they had. 'I'o call these brave men 
@owutfs, is a slander; to make this charge after most of them are 
in t l~e i r  graves, is arl insult to public sentiment. 

On the cold night of ,January 1, iXt i4,  our guards came in with 
frozen feet and hands and great frozerr patches on their faces. One 
man died from t l ~ a t  night's du ty ;  others were so injured that  they 
had to be discharged. 

If  any of the  prisoners were shot a t ,  i t  was for attempting to 
escape and refusing to halt when ordered. Some of the  prisoners 
were very revengeful and used insulting language; threw stones 
antl other missiles a t  the guards. Wyeth acknowledges that  they 
did this when they made itn attempt to escape. Our men mere hi t  
,with these missilrs may times. 

'1'111: silly charge that  a comrade paid fifteen cents for air ear of 
corn, only proves that  the giver was a fool. Every one knows that  
ally boy would have brought him all he  wanted for z cent each. 
Ciravcx charge, this, to make against tho authorities. ' h e y  stole 
ettch other's rations, IVyeth acknowledged, and traded for tobacco. 
'I'his might 11:rve caused some to go hungry. If the prisoners :%ti. 
out of the slop barrel it  is no credit to them and no discredit to 
(:amp Norton, and no credit to 'iC'yeth. 'J'h(3 men must have been 
gluttons if they suffered for something to eat, for I am satisfied 
tha t  enough w:~s i s s u d .  Governor Rfo~ton would never lrave 
gone to heel hnd these men bee11 starved or not fully provided for, 
till the wrong w : ~  made r igl~t .  S o  one who lc~lows anything of 
the  circunistanc:cs could he m d e  believe t l ~ a t  the prisontrs ever 
sulfcretl for something to cat w l i i l ~  in  Ctirnp Morton, unless it  was 
for some ot11t:r cause than that  of the neglect or refusal of the  au. 
thoritics to issue supplies, for supplies were issued in abundance. 
Prisoners were often scnt there before good quarters and other ac- 
corrlnrodations could Iw arranged. For this, no one was to blanle; 
this was the  fortune of war. I paid fifty cents for a cup of butter- 
milk down in Dixie and slept cold and hungry, as did many a 



brave comrade. I t  would be very silly to get up a pictorial illus- 
tration of our wrongs after thirty years have passed, and a,ll t h e  
past differences have heen buried, and all are anxious to forget the 
causes of our sufferings. 

I found :L greatcr death rate anlong Confederate soldicirs who 
came under my charge in hospitals in  the Southern St:ttes. This 
was often rrientioried by surgeons of our imrny. and was attributa- 
ble to the better condition of the gcnertll Iiealtli of Northern men, 
who were, :ls n rule, hetter protected by warm arid dry clothing. 
Our L'nion soldiers mere tough, wiry men, raised to hard work and 
active lives, wliich gave theru morn recupemtive energies than men 
of the  South, many of whom never did :I day's work in a life time. 

That some wrongs and some suffering may have existed a t  Camp 
Morton, we are  too liberal to d e n y ;  that  some of our men (lid 
wrong a t  times, may he t rue ;  that  they were more to blame for it  
than the prisoners, I will not admi t ;  that  tlie authorities were to 
blame, that  they starved or permitted cruelty, is a falsehood of 
great proportions. 

Says Dr. G. C. Smythe, Prcsitlent of' tlie Indiana St;rte 
Medical Society, and a resitlent of ( ~ t w n t ~ n s t l ( ~ ,  Indiarla : 

Candor compels me  to assert that  every material dlegation in 
his (Wyeth's) article is false. I was t h e  surgeon in charge of the 
Forty-third Indiana Regiment which was on guard duty a t  &rnp 
Morton, from June ,  1864, until  t h e  close of thewar.  I was fre- 
quently i n  Camp Morton, all  through the quarters and hospital, 
and I say now that  the  quarters, rations and hospital supplies were 
the  same, or equally as good, as our own troops had. 

Cllarles J. Kipp, 31. I)., late I3rcvc.t I l i c~~~ t . -Co lo~~e l  :inti 
Snrgeon IT. S.  \'., now a resideut of ISewnrk, N. .r., writc,s 
in answer to thc cllargc~ of Dr. fJolin A .  \Yyc~tIl : 

I entered theservice as Actinq Surgeon I' 8 A , ,June 10, ihfi',, 

was appointed Assistant Surgeon, 1J S A , May 14, I X G ' I ,  and 1)ro- 
moted to Major and Surgeon, U. S A , %larch, 1 b64. 1 rccelved the  
rank of Brevet Lieut Colonel, U. A A , for ni~ri tor ious scbrvice 
l larch,  IS(i i ,  and  was mustered out of sclrvice Kovember 1, 111,;. 
I had charge of Military Prison Hospital, C:mp Morton, f ro~l l  
February, 1404, to ,June, 18C15. I n  the  fall of I hii4 a new hoipital 
was built, after my ovin plan, with room for fi:.e hundrcad patientq 
This hospital was furnished in tlie same style as the  llospital for 
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our owti illen, antl provided with ever) thing tiecesinry for tlie 
i)roper v:me of the s:ck The diet was tlie sirnle as that  given in the 
niilitc~ry hospital to our own nien, and delicncles were pven  freely 
to all wl~o,e condition rc,c(uired them The p t l e n t s  werc, under 
ihe c<we of sli~llful physiri.tns and were nursed by men selected 
from anionp their comradei by reason of their a p t ~ t u ( i ~  for this 
work 1\11 ,lrrriy i ~ i r p ~ o n s  who visited us pronour1cct-l the  hospital 
r model one 

JVith r e p r t i  to the food issued to the  px:soners in cliwge, I am 
unable to say more than that  I was repeatedly assured by the  
offictrs on duty that  the priwners recrlved the full ration au- 
thorized by the Coninlisiary Gcneral of Prisoners. 1 have no per- 
,anal knowledge of the eating of rats and dopi hy t h e  pnsoners 

It seems needless for me  to w y  anything here about the sickness 
antl the death among the  priioners, as a wninlary of all the re- 
ports from 1Hi1.l to 1\05 i? pul~llshed in the Medical and Surgical 
IIistory of the  War I may stctte, however, that  I do not 
think t l i ,~ t  any one w ~ s  frohen to death whlle I was a t  ('amp Morton 
though we had many cases of frost-bite and numerous cssrs of in- 
f lammat~on of the  lungs 'The qtatement of the  author of the 
article on Camp Morton in the  Cer~tuly Ji'uga-me that  he  saw 
eig1:tcvri bodies rarlicd (from the barracks) to the (lend-house 
only ihows the  untrustworthinesi of his memory Tlnfortunately 
I have not a copy of the reports of deaths prior to  January, 1864 
l ~ u t  from thoie in my posseision i t  appears that the greatest number 
of deaths occurringon any onr  day, was eleven (in February, 1805) 
ant1 that  not one of thew deatlii occurred in  the  barracks. A 
Inrge number of the prisoners died also in ,January antl  Febrnary 
of 181~4, hut on no t h y  dl(l the number exceed eight ; and all these 
rleaths occur rd ,  also, in the  hospital Indeed, if the copies of the  
rcport in my possession are coirrct, antl I have no reason to doubt 
that  they arc, only t n o  priioners died in the barracki I)etwec.il 
June I ,  1 ~ 1 4 ,  and ,Jurie, 18Gi The rcporti, moreover, state that 

one of them tlled of discxase of tlie heart, and the  other of con- 
gestiou of the lungs 

I+'r~rtlic~~.,  c o r ~ w r i ~ i ~ i i , r  thck Iroipitalz ant1 Iroipital t1~1:lt 

rncant. I cl110to fioin Nctlical Volume,  P a r t  T l l ,  pagcL. 
5:; xntl 51, t 1 1 ~  l l c t l i c ~ d  ant1 Surgioal  Hi i to l -y  of tlw \Y:w 

of t h e  It.c~l)c~llion, in  rcfvrcnw to Catrlp X o r t o i l  : 

In  D e c e n l l ~ r ,  1 )(J I, the hospital t lepartn~ent was much improved 
by tlie erection of two new pvi l ion  buildings, by which the all. 
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space was increased to j.iO cubic feet. in  ,July, 1864, these build- 
ings were describccl as follows : "Tho 11osl)itnl buildings are four 
in number, one 113 x 21 a n d  I2 fpet high ; one l i K i  x 20 and I:! feet 
high ; one 10 x 20 a,nd I1 fret 3 inches high; and one !)I ]  x 24 nnd 
I3 feet high. Furniture good and sufficient. In addition, :L mess- 
room 30 x :!$ fcet, 12 feet high, anti good kitchen :tccolllmodn- 
tions. 

T h e  diet i n  both priaox and hospital ,vcxs good antl suflirirnt ; vegetab1e.s 
m r e  freely ,used, and the  J~ospi tal , fur~d liberally r.q)ended i r ~  th,e p w e l u s e  o f  
delicacies for tfii: siclz. ,Soft bread o f  ezcellenl c/itrrlity v;as iss~ied duily from 
the post bakery. 

L prefer to quote the wholc paragraph ratllc~r than di\.itlc 
it, and plaw the last icvtion ~ ~ n t l t ~  tlir ans\Lcr to tlicl 
c*h:~rge of starvation. h i  tlicl :~rticlv " Colt1 Cliccr a t  Camp 
Jlorton," and also t h ~  (( lt~jointlvr," it is sought to cwnvcLy 
the irnprcwion that thv great c:u~sc~ of' hivlincs:, \\as f o ~ ~ r i d  
in thr limited supply of rations. I\ritl  yet tlic sicltriesi i.t 
accounted for on a fiw iliffcrc.nt theory by  tlic very 1wit 
~r~edical and surgical authorities during thc. \\ ar. 

Page 70, Mcdicd and Surgical History of the R ~ h l l i o n ,  
Par t  11 1, Mcdiml V o l ~ ~ r i ~ c .  : 

I n  summing up the results of this study of the  inspection reports 
of t h e  prison depots, i t  rrmy be said t l l i~ t  the hardships and ex- 
posures entailed on the men by the military events that  ended in 
their capture, were the nmin causes of the disease and mort,ality 
with which they were afHicted during their subsequent cor~fine- 
nlent. The hurried marcl~es, want of sleep, deficient r;ttions 
and exposure i n  a11 kinds of weather, by night and hy d ~ y ,  that 
preceded and attended the hostile meeting of arrnies, result in 
larger losses by disease tlmn those that  are tlirectly attributed to 
the engagement. And as the wounded of n defe:tted army are 
more exposed to capture than the  unirl,jured, so the exhausted and 
debilitated rather than the  vigorous become included in the  lists 
of prisoners of war. 

Fatigues and exposures en route to the  prison depots supple- 
mented those dready  endured, in exhausting their strength and 
t~roducing sickness. Tile prisoners seldom carricd from the field 
a sufficiency of clothing antl blankets to protect the111 from ordi- 
nary weather changes, and to these the journey frequently added 
c:hanges of a climatic character. 



'I'ht: tleprc,ssion of spirits c:onsoquc~nt O I I  d c f ~ a t  ancl capture, t'he 
hor~~esiclcrress of tile p r i so~~ers ,  the ~ C S ~ O I I ~ P I I C ~  (>:IIISW~. by srencs 
of' suffi~ring nrountl them, the gloomy :LII ( ;L  V ~ C U O L E  present, and 
the une~r~ln in ty  of tlir future, conspired to rrrltler every c:iuse of' 
tlisease Illore potent i l l  its action. 

J \ ~ l t  the evil influerices cserc7ised by tlic? tamp contlitions would 
not have \lee11 followetl 1)y the P:LKIIC sickness i tnd ~ n o r t d i t y  hnd 
the ground ancl shelters beer] crowctcd to the  sxme extent with 
well disciplined troops awaiting the  opening of a. campaign. The 
h o i i e i z  hecrl t l~ onrl hro1;en spirits o f  dhe i17mnles were the mai7~ f ~ ~ c t o r s  in 
the  p o d u c t i o ~ i ,  o f  diseuse a n d  deuli l .  

~ w ~ t l r c ~ i ,  of t l i i i  s i ; ~ t ( ~ m ( ~ n t  of 1 1 1 ~  ~ n c d i w l  :rl~tlloriti(>*. 

\ \T~ l ,  :L* >ol(licxr\ i n  t11c li(tld? I,no\v t h a t  t110 fort1111c~ of 
l)attl(s 11:1d rnucli t o  (lo 1)otli \\ it11 o11r nwnt:\l ant1 

p i ~ y i i w l  cwllditiorr. kfo1.c. tha l l  tllis, i f  t l l ~  o n c - t ( ~ ~ ~ t h  

p i r i  o f  (( t h ~  i t o r i ( > i "  ol' t110 S o ~ i t l i v r ~  l ) rcw,  ;wcI t I ~ ( ~ v ~ ~ l o g i ~ t s  

of  th(1 I,o\t C:LIISC bc~ tr11(> a s  t o  I I ~ I ~ < I I ~ I I ~  :ind p r i l  :ttiotti of  
thc, Sor~t l icrm io1tlic.r : t i  t o  l r i i  l i f k  in tlrv ficltl, I I ( ~  n n i  illy 
c * l : ~ t l ,  i l ly  f ( d ,  ant1 illy cxrctl for  in  clvcll.y rcil)ccat, l)c'cb:lr~stk 

t l ~ c ~ l ~ ~  \vai bo th  a .c.:tl.c.ity o f  r : ~ t i o n s  ant1 a i m r e i t y  of (810th- 

in< of  c,vc.~~y kintl.  Wo \tho s a u  tlrcl c.anlI,Y of t h o  ctrlclrlly, 

xntl \\rho i n w  thcx p r i i o ~ l c ~ r ~  \cllonl I\(,  nidc>tl in  t a k i ~ l g  

i*:iptivc I<IIO\V 111:rt l l ~ ( l y  w c l ~  1)oorIy f ~ l  ant1 poorly c~ lo t l~c~t l ,  

ant1 I\ (I say  t h i i   rot t o  tlrc.ir tli51):1r;1gc~111(~11t a5 ioItlic~r*, 0111 

:I \  :r f:~c.t 1li:lt tclrtlrtl t o  tlivir pltyiicsal \vc$akcuing, + i c ~ l < r l c ~ s +  

xntl ~ ~ l t i r n ; ~ t t t  clwtlr.  Ih11 o f  th i5  1 4 1 ; ~ l l  s l ) ( d  111ow It11ly 

i n  r('1'1~ to t l r ~  " Itc:joi~~tlvr" of 1 ) I - .  i1Tyc~tll in  tlici S c ~ l ) t ( ~ n l -  

hcr  ('c7ltul'y. 

1 was n member of Cornp~ny E, Sixt iet l~ M~ssachusrt ts  \'olrrn 
teer 111fmtry st:itioricd tl t Ir~(li:tnapolis in the summer and f d l  of 
1'304 girarding rc~hel priioners n t  (hrnp Morton. I was in  and out 
of the  c:~rnp nearly every day, and w a s  ~ ta t ioned  on gui~rd a t  thtb 
hoipital and nt d ~ f f e r ~ n t  parti  of the camp d o x n >  of times. i 



therefore 11a~l all excellent opportunity to  witness some of the 
"terrible"('?) things that  Dr. Wyeth speaks about in his article in the 
d h a t u r ~ ~  Magazine. 

I know that  the hospitd tents were kept just :LS cle:~n antl nice 
as they could be. Of course they wore pret,ty full all tlie time 
that I was there, rtnd our own boys used to spcak nbout them say- 
ing that  w l i i l ~  our sick wcre lying on the ground or hoards in 
camp, "tJohnny Rehs" were having plenty of straw anti some of 
then1 cots to sleep on. 

, J .  1V. IJosn~:m, who was a hoqpital s t o \ v : ~ ~ ~ l  at  C a ~ t l l ~  

X o r t o ~ r  icom c:~rly i n  1863 to 1865, says : 

TVhen the pr i~oners  first came, pen can not picture their condi- 
tion, nor shall 1 try to, but it is sufficient to say that they were 
almost entirely destitute of clothing, and what they did have was 
covercd with g r a y h c k s  and filth. Many of them had no shoes a t  
all, and all of them presented a very pitiful picture and crtusc:O 
the remark to be made a t  the  time, ''If this is a picture of the  
army of t h e  Southern Confederacy it  must surely be on its last 
legs." Ilundretls were seriously wounded, many were sick and ns 
nearly de:~d as alivt: when they arrived, and while the mortality at  
that time was very great, the only wonder is tha t  more did not 
die, as n result of their hardships and wounds received in battle. 
['he hospital was filled a t  once with the sick and wounded, and 
every medical attention was given them that  was possible to be 
given under the circumstancrs. As there was not room enougt~ 
to acconlrriod:~te ail the sick in tho hospital buildings, tents 
were put up antl used tenlporarily until ot>her builtlir~gs coul,l 
be crected. Dr. Funlcl~ouser was thcn surgeorl in charge 
of the  hospitals, and when Dr. Wyetll rnnkes tthe statement 
that  the  1)risoners wcre :~llowrd to tlie for want of met1ic:~l 
attention, 110 reflects on the character ant1 standing of such 
men i ~ s  Dr. Punlthouscr, 11. S.  and L. 11, 'rodti and Dl,. W. 13. 
Fletcl~er, all  well known to this cornrnunity, brsides Dr. , J .  R. 
,rohnson who relieved Dr. I"un1thouscr as surgeon in c . l l : ~ r ~ ~ ,  n ~ ~ ~ l  
 SO Mn.jor Ki l~p ,  Cniied States Surgeon, who succ:eetlctl Dr. .lolln- 
son. 

Anti now a word in rcg:trd to supply of medicines. Wr hut$ all 
that  w:is ncedad, and the patients receivctl just what tile tloctors 
prescribed for them,  even to t,hrir diet. This 1 know to a cer- 
tainty, for I wits in :L position to know. Resi,les the surgeon in 
chi~rgc and corps of ward surgeons, there werc in the hospital 



Drs. Bingham anti D. . A .  Rronson, both private soldiers, but regula~,  
pl~ysicians; also Dr. Arington, a prisoner and a gentleman rated 
h y  our doctors as a first-class physician. 

'1'11(~ aritlror of " C'old ( ' l~ec~r" i :~y\,  in s p k i n g  of thcl 
b:trr:~(~I,~, '( 'I'h(1 plank\ 11x1 4m1111< and many of t l~ ( l  s t r i p  
hati d i \ a l ~ l ~ w r c d ,  leaving wide caracki, tlrrorrqlr w11icl1 the  
wind, \I l r i - t ld  :tnd tllc rain ant1 tllv ino\v beat in 11poi1 11s. 
1 I ~ v c  oficn wcXn I I I ~  fop I)lanItct uli i tc with snow whc111 
v e  l l r r s t l~ l  ont fhr morlling 1.oll-cxl1." Aucl i o  f h m  thi. 
,t:ttc>rrlctnt 111' goci  on  fro^^^ had to n o r w  until I I V  report. 
c~iglltc~cu as l la r ing fi.o/i.~l to d w t h  in on(, night. TIIC d:~t(a 
to :I (lay, I~o\vcvvr, is no t  st:ito(l. ,\ \ \ vec~~) ing  tlwlaratioll 
t l ~ a t  i t  oci.r~rrctl " aftclr :\II intcnsc>ly colt1 night." 'I'l~at 
tlic 3 l i t  of I ) c c ~ ~ n l ) c r ,  1863, arlil illc l i t  (lay of Jar luar>,  
1864, I \ ( ~ I Y  r ~ ~ ~ l ) ~ ~ c ~ c . c ~ t l ( ~ ~ ~ t c ' t l l y  iwltl, i i  t r u ~ ;  trltc not only n t  
~';llll[) h r t 0 1 1 ,  hut 011 thP kla111,i of' tIl(1 r l ' ~ ~ ~ l l l ~ ~ , b w ~ ~  :Hid tlll, 
Ilolsion, and in tht' ~ n o u n t a i ~ ~ s  o f  li::t\t 'l'c~uucsscc~, ar many 
of' 115 knov \rho i1:1111pign(vl i t 1  t h i ~  ~v in tc r  of 1863 :I I I ( I  
186 I aftcar tlrv battles of Rlissio~l Itidgc. :m(l I1ool~ol~t  Mount- 

: ~ i r t ,  i t 1  o r ~ r  ~tmr(~hin,g to thcl rvIi(1f of our t r c ~ ) p  who 1 ~ 1  
1)(>( ,11  llc~t111r1~(1 in itt K n o ~ v i l l i ~ ,  :tnd in pur511it of 1,011g- 
itrcvt'\ t r o o p  aftc~r thc1 s i q y  hat1 l)cen ~xi ie t l .  1x1 t11:~t lo- 
cxlity, i n  :I 11 i11tc.r carnp:tigrl, \\ ithout I):lrr:wl,i, c ~ l ( ~ : ~ ~ ~ i u q  
;L\\;IJ thc~ inou  fro111 the grountl, \ I ?  p i tc l~cd our  i l lcl tc~~, 
tent5 as h t  \I(, co~rltl and hri~vc~tl  thcl wintc~r tllror~gll : ant1 
tho s:llrlc. r igororr~ cliinatc~ our  conlratlos fount1 in Kortllc1.11 
i i i :  1Sut ill(, ~ ) r i ionvrs  (lid m t  Ir:r.vc~ to ctntl~it~. t l~c,  
r igors of \\ intcr tlitl. I t  \ \  a i  not c~\l)ci~tctl, nor \\:I. 

i t  . j r ~ i t ,  t l ~ a t  t11c.y +lroultl. \\'e locg lf>av(l to furnish tcliti- 
111o1ry oil tlli. cll~tx\tion, pc>rh:~ps fully as rcli:~blc a i  tllat 
fr~rniilrc~tl 1)y 1)r. J o l l ~ l  ,I. \\'$-ctl~, on hi, perion:tl stntc- 
I I I ~ I I I ,  0 1 .  of hi5 :tiso(si:~to\ ~ 1 1 0  :it thib late (lay, filr t11e fir-t 
t i~r~t l ,  tc itif: illrougll t l ~ c  Cetttury. 



, . l h c  1):irracks were bonrcletd up antl down, antl the cracks be- 
tween the boards mere well stripped, so that  neither snow nor rain 
c o d d  blow in, and thcy had stoves anti an abundance of wood t o  
keep thern comfortable. 'I'he bunks were well supplied with an 
:~lr)undance of good straw", anti each prisoner had a t  least one 
b lmket ,  and most of them two or three.-1- A s  to any of them being 
frozen to death, 1 never heard of one single case while I was in 
chargc of the camp, and it was my business to inspect the entire 
canlp every ~norning,  and had there been any such fatality 1 
should certainly have known of it .  As to getting up .and brushing 
off the  snow to attend roll.cal1, i t  is absolutely untrue. IZoll-call 
was a t  S A .  >I .  

Thebarracks where the prssoners were con firled were just the same 
ts the ones that were occupled by our own men who guarded the pris 
oners, antl were made as comfortable as such buildings could be 
Plenty of straw was supplied to the prisoners for bunks Fuel 
rl,o W ~ L S  furnishctl in  quantities even more liberal than to our own 

I 
men Blankets antl clotl~irlg were furnished to all prisoners that ;ere 
m nretl of them. Th15 I saw, antl know that six thousant1 b1,tnkcti 
~i ere issued in one (la), nntl tf Dr Wyeth never received a hlanket 1 

l 

or any clothing whlle t11c.r e,  i t  was 1jec:tuse he was more fortunate 
than nlany othcri by having friends who sent them him from home 1 

Fro/rn to death In Camp Morton, eighteerl ~n one night," so says 
Dr Wyeth 'I'hii asst3rt~on is not northy of much notice, for any  
olle of ordmnry sntelligence must know it to be fttlie, and made 11y 

i 

one who surely knew ~t to be falsc when he wrote lt ,  for s t o v p  
wcre provstlcd : ~ n d  furnished warmth to all ~n the barracki 
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J x l  Deccmher, I hl)  :, at Viclcshul g Jli-iis,ippi, with a snlall tictail 
of illy regiment, the Seventh N ~ n n t x ~ o t a ,  tlicn stationed : ~ t  St. 
l.ouis, I wa i  ortlcretl to take rhrirgt, of and to tlclivcr to the aritliori- 
ties 3t ( ' n rn l )  Mo~ston about forty Cqonfetxer:zte oflicers, p r i so~~crs  of 
nnr, then confinc.tl in the  Yickshurg ji~il. 

We mlix cd : ~ t  the camp 011 the  morning of December 30, ,~n t l ,  
011 account of R wvere snow storm which blockaded the railway.?, 
n iy  tlctail remained longrr tlmn was anticipatetl 

\Ve occupied a part of the barracks which had been built for 
prisoners anti lor guards, precisely the same kind of cluartera, no 
better and no worse, low frarrre buildingi, battened upon the out- 
side, unplabtered bu t  well wliitewnshed :mtl with good roofs TEley 
 ere much inore comfortable than the  tents in  whicli nlj  regiment 
h :~d  i p r n t  nestrly all of the month of December, 1 h02, near Man- 
kato, Minn. 

1 have no doubt that  prisouera suffered ieriously from the  ele- 
ments In the  winter of 1XL-04 So did the camp guard and t h e  
men of my detail while occupying the barracks, for the  winter was 
unequaled in its severitj. When w r  ,ittempted to join our com- 
tnand a t  S t  lonis  on .Tanu<~ry 2, we f o ~ ~ n d  the  Mississippi river 
frozen over The men of nl\ regiment on guard d u t \  in the city 
a l l  that wlnter suffered much more from the  cold than they had 
the previous w ~ n t e r  while performing the  same kind of duty a t  
Nankato, in this State I t  was a n  exceptiondly severe winter in 
the Northern States, and the  quarters a t  ('amp Morton, whether 
uzed by frlend or foe, were not huilt for such wc,ather. I t  wai 
wholly unexpected by the authorities. 

L\drnitting, every one tlocli, that tllv \ \c~i tht>r  on i l l ( &  

.:lit of I )ecw~~l ) (~r ,  1863, \ \ a \  rno5t torril)lJ cwld, ant1 
tha t  the pr iwn(m in ('amp Morto11 \\ere not f i ~ ~ m i ~ l \ ~ d  
will1 c1lcg:~lrt hrick or stonv I~otcsli, \ \  ith ;rll ihc  u~otlc,rll ap- 
plianccs for  I\ armtll ant1 corn fort in cwltl n oat11 cr, if  111.. 
,Tohll A .  \Vyetl~ was p o s i c w d  of :r t lci iw to tell thci t m t h  
i r l  wgir t l  to p r i i o ~ ~  l i f ~  111 C:rmp l lo r ton ,  \ \ I I ~  (lot. I I V  110t 

,t:itcs :it tile .:lllft: time that 1 1 ~  tcllli of tlrc, f 'c~id"11 w1d ant1 
\IIO\V,  \vliat was don(,  by 111c ar1tllorilici to ~-clit,\~cl thc>itt 
])oar 11nfortun:ttc. priwncrs of \ \ a r ,  for poor and unfortr~- 
n:ctc> they re:rlly \vci*ci; tlic forturlo\ of  \\in. 111iitlc thtmr tlrat. 
XYlly not tcll thc trutli, that \ \ l~i lv  i t  n:iL c ~ > l t l ,  f r w z i ~ ~ ~  



During the monthof September, lS(i2, I was ordered by t h e  War 
Department to report to General (then Captain) .James A .  E k i r ~ ,  
.\. ( J .  M., for assignmect to duty a t  Camp Morton as A .  Q, M. 
:tnd A .  ('. S. I never heard any complaints, or suffering for want of 
rations or comfort, except on the  night of December 31, 1803, when 
an unparalleled cold wave struck the  camp, and we matte superhu- 
rmn efforts to secure blankets, which we issued that night to each 
division as they marched by Ileadyuarters, giving to ench man a n  
extra blanket. W e  also furnished a double ration of wood, and 
Captain Elcin made a raid on the  wood yards of the city, for sup- 
plies, building large camp-fires, available to  all the  prisoners. 
Everything possible was done to alleviate suffering humanity. Our 
troops suffered greatiy. The rebel prisoners, of course, had not 
sufficient clothing, as they came into camp in a dilapidated con- 
tlition. 

111 th i i  s;mc corlnection, I)t.fore citing th(1 evidcnce of 
any others, wc dm111 it :L fitting place to set out what i i  
ihown :is to issues of \i ood ant1 stra\v to prisoners at Camp 
%lorton (Illring the winter mo~iths  jn\t  no\v im(1er diicui- 
sion. The official reports of Captain 1,. I,. Jloorc, now on 
file in tlic CJr~artcrmastcr-Gc~~cr:tl'b oflicy show thc~ followillg 
isiuei : 

Sovernber, 1S03, wood, 342 cords ; straw, 16,000 pounds. 
December, I Mi, wood, 675 cords ; straw, 23,37ti pounds. 
,lxnunry, ]XI;+, wood, ii00 cords ; straw, 12,988 pounds. 
Issued by Captttin Snt Shurtleff, A. (2. N. 
Febru:rry, 1864, wood, 560 cords ; straw, 8,8 IS pounds. 

111 t l ~ i i  cw~l~~ec t io r~  and  with roferc~nc~ to is.ncs of ratiollc 
iisu(t(l at thc~ < : L I I ~ ~ ~  j)clriotl, iho\\i l lg tllat it n a i  riot fro111 
1:w1< of p r o p ~ r  food that thcly suffcrcd fi.0~11 c ~ l t l ,  I n.i i l l  
to c i~ l l  nttcntion to tilt, 11111nl)cr of p~-isollcrs ill C'alllp llol.- 
ton in the inontlls j11.t 11:111i(d, and tllc n111111~01~ IICI'(% r('- 
p r t c d ,  i. t a k ~ i i  froin the rtwjrtla of tht. 1Y:ir Dcl):u.talcnt : 



Soveml~er ,  1863, prisoners, daily aver:rgc, 2,.X3: 30 days, total 
number of rations, 77,.3)0. 

December, 1Sti3, prisoners, daily :tver:ige, 2,89(i:  ::I (lays, total 
number of ratio~is, S!i,7!17. 

.i:~nuary, IS64, priso!!ers, daily average, 2,!llS: 31 days, total nurn- 
ber of rations, !W,463. 

February, 1804, prisoners, daily nverage, i',S!il : 2,S days, total 
nuniher of rations, S0,lOS. 

On going to the  Conimissary to draw rat~ons,  I was agreeably 
surprised to  find two well known Minnesotans, one tlie Chlrf Com- 
missary, Captain (Doctor) Thomas Foster, the  other his clerk, 
Edward F. Parker, Esy , formerly of Ilastings, and later, until his 
decease, a fett years since, a prominent attorney anti c i t i ~ e n  of 
Duluth. With Mr. Barker as a guide, I visited every part of tlie 
prisoners' quarters, and had an excellent opportunity to observe 
the appearance of those confined, as well as the manner i n  which 
they were generally treatetl. I found the  quarters surprisingly 
well kept, and the  prisoners in as good spirits and as cleanly as 
could be expected I talked with quite a number on generitl s u b  
jects, ZLS well as their prospect for an exchange and t l ~ e  manner in  
which they were fed. 1 found evcsry rnan eager to go back to his 
reginlent in  the field and to help his comrades fight for Southern 
independence If cornplaints were made as to tbe quantity of 
food furnished, they did not reach my ears. I h : d  brought there 
captain .imnt.s Bonner, of Arliansas, while h c  endeavored to find a 
cousin, also a prisoner, and whom ht a t  last found, wit11 the assist- 
ance of .Judge Parker, in the hoqt i td ,  as coinfortablc a place for 
tile sick as I ever saw outside of some well kcpt army hospitals in 



t i l e  largc: cities. If any of the men sut'fered for the want of food 
tile f m t  w;is most slcillfully concealed ; i t  iras ?lot apparent in their 

appear:Lnct\ nor eonlcl it t)e tiiscovered by those who visited 
tile kilchons, or w l ~ o  were presclnt w11en the rations xyerc, tlistrilj- 
utt?d; and it was  not an unconmlon thing for the c:~rnp to he 
visited by men who would have d ~ t e c t e d  the wrong if it wws briny 
p(q)etratet l  If the prisoners :rt Camp Morton were swindled out 
of the r ~ t i o n s  provitlctl for them, the officers in charge were re- 
sporlsit-)le. \ 

1 c:~n not Imlieve that  the Commissary beforo mentioned, or his I 

cl(:rk, .Judge P:ukcr, will be accusetl of such an outrage by those 
xv11o knciv them. 

After the war I received several letters from ('aptain 130nner 
before mentioned, now dc:td, in which hr bpoke of tile fair treZrt- 
rnent received by him while n prisoner a t  Camp Morton and a t  
,Johnson's Island. 





D r .  1'. 11. ,Janicsor~, who \wi onc of the srlrgeons at 
Camp Morton, \ i t Y S  : 

I relneinber those stoves. They were of the regulation camp 
pattern, large, cast-iron box affairs, taking in a four-foot stick of 
wood. There was an  abundant supply of wootl in the  camp 311 the  
time. 

\\'c 11:tvc. :tlrcady statcttl as to thc~ c.xtra wootl that was 
i,srlc~tl drtri~lg tlrc months of Xovt~ltlbcr arid I k w m h c r ,  1862, 
.J:rnrwry :111(1 l~'(~l)ruary,  1864. 

Itobc'rl I). S ( ~ l r s ,  \\ Iro \\:IS Captain of' Company T, Forty- 
t liirtl I nt1i:rna I'cteran Vol~tutccrs, now :L rcsidcnt of 1ntli:~ll- 
apoliz ;lntl i n  I)rliincss J\  ith tlic large printing r~it;ll)lisl~- 
n l e ~ ~ t  of \V. I:. I:urforcl, 5tatci tlrat their rcgimc~nt \\:ii :it 
the. fl-ont : I I ~ ( \  i n  :tctivc~ s t ~ r v i w  in t l ~ c  fitlltl until tllc s ~ ~ l l l -  
~ricr of 18(i4, \ \  l~cln tlic rc.giuw~it " \ otcrani~etl  " ant1 tllcy 
\ \ (>re  returned to Canrl) Xorton n1m11t the ~nidc l l~ '  of tll(1 
5ullllucr; :mtl on or ahout the fir\i of Scptc11li)c1r, 18G4, llis 
r(~gittlc~ni \ \ : I \  ortlcrcd ('11 cltrty a t  ('amp lSurn~iclt~, \ \ l i icl~ 



Cal)tilin Scxi~ t : t tc*s : 

1 was Oflicer of the Day two or three times each week;  tlic 
ortlrrs of (;c,neu:~l Sti:vi,ns, w l ~ o  was tlien in  c~orllluancl a t  (':1r11p 
llorton, reijuirotl tlr:~,t thc Ofliwr of Llie Day and tho Offiocr of t11c 
(;u:trtl slionlil visit thc tju:~rtc:rs of the  prisoners e:tcl~ day, nntl not, 
only t? ;~ol~ t h y ,  but tlrat tl~c?y should go t,llrough the prison portion 
of t h e  ca1111) at  twf~lve o ' c l o ~ k  : ~ t  n ig l~ t ,  to see> that everytl~ing was 
in ortler and that  ptxce m d  quiet reignetl. They were required to  
visit tho l~ospit:~,ls :111(1 S ~ C  that  every one of the patients were 
looked after, anti report any tl(:lini~ueric:ies on tile part of otlier 
olliccrs or errlistcd rnrXn who were on tluty a t  tl~c. I~ospital. 'The 
I10~pita1'1 W C Y P  R I W : L ~ S  in the very best conrlitiol~ possil)le during 

, 3  the  ti111o t11:~t I w:~s in c:rm]). I hey wcre under the c:l~irrgtl of 
Surgtlor~ Kipp, :rnd he w:rs urititirlg in his efforts for the welfare of 
every man who was sent t o  tht. 11ospit:t1. 

In the winter time stoves were furnished for the barraclis iri 
suifieierit I I U I ~ ~ ~ C ~ S ,  arid with :L suflicifll~t arnout~ t of fuel to Itecp 
the  barracks comfortable :mti in  good condition. During all of 
the time? t11st I was : k t  (:amp Morton, no one, to my knowledgt., 
was frozen to dent11 because of not having sufficient fuel or bedding 
to keep 11irli warni. Neither did I during all the  time that I was 
a t  Camp Morton, ever hear any intimittion from m y  prisoner 01. 

other party conncxtetl with the Camp, that  anyone h d  been frozclr, 
to death prior to t,he t i r ~ ~ e  t11n.t our regirllent went on duty :it 
Camp Morton. 

('nptain Jo l ln  \Y. Coopci,, C O I I I P ~ I I ~  11) F o r t ? - t l ~ i i ~ l  

Indi:m:~, 011  ( I l ~ t y  i t 1 1  k i i  ( ~ ~ 1 1 1 p 1 1 5  i ~ n d  ~ . v g i l w ~ t t  :it C>: I I I I~ )  
. ,2forton f r o t ~  t l r ~  1.1 of Hcl)tc~nil)cr-, 186 1, 1 1 r 1 f i l  1865, V I I -  

t ( ~ 1 ~ 1  t l ~ t x  < c ~ ~ ~ \ - i c ~ c ~  in  t l i ~  r l ' c t ~ ~ t l ~  111cIi:t11:1 I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I Y  i 11 A4 pril,  
lticil, a t  tho  fir51 ( ~ 1 1 1  arrtl w ~ ~ \ - c d  t h r o r l g l ~  tlrc fir\t t 1 1 1 ~ c ~  
111ontlr~'  W I  vicsc, : ~ l t t l  rc~-c~nli i tcd i n  tllc, li'ol-ty-tlrirtl r c g i ~ i ~ c l n t ,  

i n  tlic, fL11 ol' lS(i1, :tntl icxrvc~l rlrltil t 1 1 ( ~  ( 8 1 0 ~  ol' t11c' \\;tr, 

; I I I ( I  nit11 hi<  lvg imc~nt  i t 1  a l l  i t \  (* :~~~r] ) : i i ,g l r~  : I I I ~  i ~ : ~ t t l w .  

ETc is ~ i o w  a ( s i t  i/c,11 of' 1 utliarr:~poli. : i ~ r t l  one. of' t l i v  rrro-t 

rc~il)ec.tc~tl :(nd rc~li:il)lc~ I ) r r ~ i r w ~  rnc'tl of' t11e (*it?.. IIc .:I!. : 

7 r >  



I w:ts on duty :is " 0liic:c:r of the L t y "  :kt Iwst  onco each week 
iiurirrg a11 the time illy rc.giir~ent was on duty thr.re. : ~ n d  w:ts frc- 
t,,iently in ; ~ n d  througl~ Camp %lorton arid t;ilketl with tlicl 11l.i~- 
oni.rs. I know t t r ;~t  i t  \~oulcl h ;~ve  bcen :LII al~solutc: impossibility 
tbr :111y o f  the  prisorrers to h ;~vc  froxen to death while I was there' 
witllout its conritlg to rrly linowli:tlgc., nntl 1 never 11e:ird that  any 
prisoncr lint1 frown to t l ~ n t h .  '['here wau a n  :tbunda~i(,e of Sucl 
tllu.ing :ll! of the winter, and  the stoves were large e ~ ~ o u g l i  to 
1le:lt the harr:ic.lcs and m:iltr? them conifort:~ble. 

1 say, 11lost positively, that  110 order was ever issued forbidding 
ill(, rrierl to wear thoir clothing w l ~ e n  thtxy were cornpellcd to go to 
tlrtb sinks :LL night, nor W:LS there any such thing r e ~ ~ u i r e d .  

I ~ ~ t v c ~ r  1re:irt-i of :my suc.h ortlors cver having  beer^ in existence, 
nor tlitl I cvcr hear of :ti~yonc llitving been s11ot or killed by Cor- 
porid 13:tlcer or 1)y :my othcr of t'he ofliccrs or guz~rtls. I f  a t  any 
time suc.11 i:ruelty or hardship h:~d oocurred in the c:tmp I would 
hare  11i::~rtl of i t ,  for the following reason, if for no o t l ~ e r  : On the 
4th of ,luly, 1%3, rny regiment captured Dell's :\rlcarrsss regiment 
a t  ~ I o ~ P ~ : L ,  . I rk . ,  :it111 the circumst:rnces of their capture after thv 
A r l c a ~ m ~ s  reginicxnt l m l  c I ~ a r g d  the  works o f  t l~t:  Forty third 
Indiana, wtsre such that  before thr,y separatt4 ant3 the Arkansas 
troops were scnt n .my as prisouers, thcy 11nd become quite wi.11 
~c t~ua in te t i .  l'liese prisoncrs were sent to (::imp Morton, anti 
when, n little nrore than :L year :tftcrward, t l ~ e  Ii'orty-t11ir.d Indiana. 
c:imc to CILIIII) >forton for dnt;y, they found their c;apturc:d .Irliar1- 
sas r~epirrirut. The Arlti~nsas mcr; greeted then1 as old actjuirint- 
ztrrccs, : i l l t i  the men of the  two regin~cnts  t:~llced wit11 c:ich ot11i.r 
great t l t d  :11itl wt,rc: on very friendly relations. I t:rllietl wit,]l 
sornr: o f  these illen evcry tinre I was in or wl~out canlp. rJ]lcJr li:i,l 
been i t 1  1':inip Morton from the tinle they wcrc sellt Kortil as 
prisoncrs in .Tuly, ISM, and yet there was never ;iriy statprllerlt 
nxrdo in 111y p r e s t : ~ ~ ~ ~  or hearing concernii~g : ~ n y  ~)risoners Il:LVillg 
froze11 to death : ~ t  any time, nor of any havirrg I~c>exl killetl or 
cripplcil in c:t111p, other than those w l ~ o  11:ttl matie thr: ntternpt to 
t%sca.pc. 

Froni ;ill of thc me11 1 h e : d  the gerlc?r:tl exl,ressiorr tIlat they 
hat1 \ ) c ~ n  wtxll  trcatcd, h :d  ~ ~ l c ~ r t y  to c : ~ t  i~1111 ~vcrr, 
p~ovi(1ctl. 

rro p111)1is11 1/10 I ~ ~ t t ( > l ' s  f1111 t , l ~ a t  \ ~ t > r ( ~  t y y : t ~ i v ( ~ < l  i l l  ;Lt , -  
-\\-( 'I .  t o  I I I ~  c:ol11lll11rlic~atioiis, w o ~ i  /ti rc~qr~ily~ too 11rrlctl  sL):K:l:, 

ant1 I :,.i\.o o111y thcx stxtchltlcnts t l ~ t  l ~ c a r  tlirc~c:tIy (111 t l i t :  
q ~ ~ c b i t i o n r ;  at ~ S S I I ~ .  



l):i\ i(1 I ' o \ \ ~ ~ l l ,  :I wii(Ic~11t ~ t f  111iIia11:~poli- \ I I I ( T  JS8-~t), 

: 1 t 1 ( 1  O I I  ( iuty xt [~rcIi : t~~:~poli \  11111,ing all tlrv ua r1  a- a ( b i t )  

oilicfic,~. :inti T ) ( l l ~ ~ t j  l ' n i t (~ ( l  Stat(,\ ,\Iari11:11, I I O \ \  ijvcLl.- 
l:il1tl  c ~ x t ~ r i r ~ i o ~ r  ;~gont of t l~c  %111tllc>rn 1':witic K:~ilro:ld 1)1 - 

;\I ( Y ~ I I  I : o ~ t o ~ l  a ~ l ( l  S a n  I;~.:tr~c~i\c.o, s:lyi that t'lwr~l t I I O  ti~tlcl 
tit(> fir.1 pri.on(~r, \\VIY> I ) ro~~g l r t  illto I ~ r ( I i a ~ ~ : i ~ ) o l i ~  1111til thta 
1:l.t oll(y- \clllt a\\:1y, 1 1 ~ ~  \\:I\ :Lt (yall l]~ Ali~l-iol1 t \ \ o  0 1 ,  

tl~rc'c, tir~lc~, :L \\(&('I<, t h o ~ ~ g h  or1 I I O  t l i~ ty  i - o n ~ ~ w t c ~ t l  \citlr t l ~ c ~  
(4:inll); that 11e II:I(I \ O I ~ I ( ~  : i(~c~ii:tir~t:t~~<~c*\ : ~ I I I O I I ~  t l ~ ( ~  first 
l , r i w ~ ~ (  I+, a t ~ d  t h r o ~ ~ g l i  t11cx111 ~ ) ~ Y Y ~ H I P  :w(luaini \\ it11 
other, ; t11ai hc. forrut (1 t11v acvluai~~ta~rcc~ of a g r w t  Illany 
(l l lr ir~g ill(. tirrw ot  tllc~ r l i c L  of' C'a~np R111rtor1 ;I. a pri-011 
c8:~rnp ; t l ~ t  frortl t l r t .  l w g i n ~ ~ i y  until t l ~ v  c~loic~ of the. cmrll) 
I r c l  I I V \ ~ I .  I,II( . \ \  o r  110:1r(1 of nlij on(, f'rec~irlg to  clcxth; that 
I r t ~  n a y  i n  C'alrrp J I o r t o l ~  tlrlring tlrcx c>\trc>nlely c ~ ~ l t l  wcathc>r 
ill t h e  h i t  of I > c ~ ~ ~ ~ l l l ~ ~ r ,  1863, and t l r ~  first of ,J:int~:~rj, 
1861 ; tllat, \\ hilt it was intcxl~.cly c~) l t l  outsitli~, t l l ~  p~.iionc>r- 
hat1 l)l(>nty of f 1 1 c 8 1 ,  arltl tlrt~ I)ig stovc'i in t h ( ~  11nr1-ac.ki \ ~ r ( ~  
lic~pt Ilot ant1 priionc~ri w111fortal)lca. (( '1'1w1~ i-," l l r .  
I'o\tc~ll \a!-\, " al)iol~ltc,ly 110 t ruth in tilt> ,it:~ti>rr>t>rlt tlri~t 
l)rirorlc~r\ fro/(' to clcat11 i l l  (':IIII!) ,\lorton ; i t  cwrrl(l 11ot 
11aw I I ~ Y I I ,  o r  I nortltl Ira\() I l t ~ m l  of it." I n  wq:~r t l  to 
tl~cl killilrg o f  an!, m a n  i n  (':rlrlp ,\lorton hy C'orporul 
l < a k c ~ ,  or  ally one (11-P, lit. hays t11:it ~ I I ~ I I  a t l ~ i l ~ g  co111c1 not 
I I ; I \ -P  I~app ' t~e i l  and all thcl \\orltl o ~ ~ t i i t l ( >  not llavcl kno\\ l l  
of it. X ( ~ \ o r ,  in :ill llii iw~lvc~rsation nit11 tllc l)t.iiolli~rc.. 
ditl hc, a t  all! ti111c 11c:lr (.VOII a r r ~ r l ~ o r  t l l :~t  :my onc3 11:ltl 
I>(>(%IL l i i l l ( ~ ( l .  

(hpt:ii11 pJowpl~  *J. Popv, t11v11 Capt : i i~~ a11d A .  (1. 31. 
011 cl~lty a t  the  I nt1i:lnapoIii po>t, :ind thcb oiYiwr \1 110 i i i~livl  
t o  tile .\. Q. &I. : I I I C ~  .\. C. S, a t  Canrp JLortor~, ant1 no\\  
tl1c1 Qr~artcnrn~:~-ter ( ; ( I I I ~ ~ I ~  of' Intli:~n:~. a l ~ t l  :I r ~ s i t h t  of 
l ~ ~ ( i i a n a l ~ o I i i ,  \a> : (' Tl~or t ,  i <  no fi)1111il:ition w l ~ : ~ t ( ~ v ( ~  foi- 
thix \tatorni~nt t i ~ : ~ t  prisorlcrs froze to dc:~tlr. i t  r~)ul t l  not 
11arr ~ ( Y T I  :tnd thc oflicc~h and I I ~ C I I  011 cluty not Imo\\- il. 
I n a i  t l~rougll  Camp Jlortori c1vc5ry tl:~y iI11ri11g the  c\trcrnely 





r 7 l h e  cliarges ulaclc. in " C'oltl ( ' I I ~ Y ~ I .  " :igainit t l t ~  soldic>~-- 
who did duty a t  Carlip Afor+orr f'l*onl 186:: to t l r ~  (,lose of 
the rt~bc~llion, are malac iou,, 111!j11it m(1 u l l :  I ' I I C  i n  50 fill 
as ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  vhargvi ailixcst t l ~ r i r  eoltiittrly q~ralitic>>. 'rl~( 
oficcrs and niiw of tlicx \'ctc ratr I:cit.l~-c Corni,~, as is n-cll 
known to cvcry I T ~ r i o ~ ~  solrlicbr. ; l ~ t r i  c*iti;.(>n \'iho hi an! 
knowlcilgr of t l ~ c  I ~ i s t o r ~  of t ~ : L I  org:~r~i/:rtion, \! cro r11~11 

wllosc vouragC ant1 h~xvc.~.? I I ; ~  I,ocrr ilrororrqhly tt.itoc1. 
O n  m o w  t11:111 O I I P  i ~ t t l ~ - l ~ c ~ l t l  t 1 i t ' ~  l m l  ruct focnlcn a t  
bravo a i ~ d  tLa1.i11~ ariy \ \  lto \\ V I Y ~  p r i i o ~ ~ ( > r s  in C(a111p 
MOITO~I .  TIIP 1:if'tli Iic~giitlc,r~i \ r c t t ~ r : ~ r ~  1:cw~rvc~ C'orp- 
was conrpoicd of ,oltiicbr- \\ iro 11:111 i c ~ r s c ~ l  f~wrrl on(% to two 
vear5 in t l i ~  ticltl. M;III> of t i i t >  I J I ~ ~ I I  t,:i~-ricttl t h t .  I I I : I ~ I C ~  of  
tltc b111lct or  eal)rc> i t ro l ,~ ,  arid tllc I Y  c ~ o r t l ~  b h o n .  that  t11c.r~ 
was not a11 o f l i ~ . ~ ~ .  ill t l r t ~  ( ~ r t i l ( '  rc'Kiiricar~t \ \ / l o  hatl not hcvn 
wo1111(1tvl, t n a n ~  of t11( i t 1  II:~\ i 1 1 ~  lokt : I I I  arnr or  leg i l l  tlro 
~ c ~ ~ v i c c l .  ' 1 ' 1 1 1 8  h i \  clltc i 1 t l t l 1  I t c ~ g i t ~ r c ~ ~ ~ ? ,  \rcbtc>r;~r~ I<c3ic8rrc 

('Ol.pi7 was :ilho 0 1 1  ditf\ , ~ t  ( 'x l~l j )  ;\lorton f r o ~ ~ l  tito ; I I I ~ I ~ ~ I I T I  

of 1863 11ntil tlri. c.loic of  t l ~ c  \\:II., : n~ t l  ill(. + t ; r t c ~ i ~ i t ~ ~ ~ l  ni:~tl(~ 
in t ~ l ~ . a r t l  to t h o  1"iftIr I : t , 2 i l i l c  ~ r t  i i  c ~ ~ ~ i : l l l y  f ~ I I C  o f '  flit' 
S( .vc~l~tc~~ut l r  ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~ I I  t .  

I I 1 Fort! -tIlir<l J i c  g i ~ ~ l ~ ~ t ~ ( ,  1 ( ~ ( l i : t t i ; i  \ r ( l ~ ~ t r : ~ ~ ~  \ r O ~ i ~ l l t t ' ( ' ~ ~ ,  
\\:I. t r l ~ o t ~ ~ c ~ r  of  tllc. ~ y ~ ~ i r i ~ c ~ r r t i  t1t:rt \ \ : r L  011 c111iy at ('alllp 
Morton frolll t , l ~ l ,  , i I 1 .  IYlrat 

i 5h:ill <:,it1 of  i t  0 r c : t r ~ i ~ ( ( \  : ~ I I I !  I I L I I > ~ O ~ ( ~ ~ ~  inlo tllc' 

i 



IT l l i t c~ ( l  St:ltc,i ,(tr\-iiyt Spptc~rill,cr 1'7, IS(; I , this wgimcxrl: 
\\a. : i l ~ i ~ o i t  iin~irctIi:ltc~ly tlrt.rtxftc'r wn t  into l i c ~ l ~ t ~ l c ~ l i >  f o ~  
ac.tivt, tluty. I n  I>C\ ) I . I I : I~> ,  1862, i t  \\:IS ~ I X I I * ~ ~ > I T (  (1 

(;cnclral I'ot)cx'i : r ~ . r n ~ ,  ill ;\Lissouri, ant1 \$:I- t>ng:rqc'ti 
in the iipgc. of' Sen \laclritl : I I I ~  TsI:LII(I SO. 10. I t  
\r:t.; :~ftc>rw:irtl t l (~ t : l i l~d  for d r ~ t y  ith C ' o ~ ~ l t n o t l o ~ ~ ~  1:oot'. 
p ~ ~ l ~ - l , o a t  f l c ~ t  in tlrc rcdnction of $'ott I'illow. ~ c l . \ ~ i ~ ~ g  
sixty-nino :hys  i l l  t h t  c.anlp:~igli. I t  \\;~i t l ~ ( x  tir-t TJtrion 
rc1gin~)nt to c~lltcr the. c'ity of AI(~nlpliis, :ind n i t h  t l i ~  
170rty-sixth I n t l i a ~ ~ : ~ ,  conitituted tlic vntirc f i ) r ( ~ ,  l ~ o l d i i ~ g  
t l ~ c  city until roinforcctl t \ \ o  \\c(slih latc'r. 111 t J~ i ly ,  lS ( i2>  
tlle Forty-tllirtl \ \as  ortlclrcd ul) t h r  Wliitcl R ivw,  1%- 

Lansas, ant1 iu I ) s i~~r i cn t ly  to  Hclcna.  I n  D t w n l b c ~ r ,  18Cj.3, 
it ~\cxnt wit11 Gent~ra l  Hovt~y'r  exl~cdit ion t o  Grvllatla. 
l\liisiisil)l)i, t l rcnc~,  to  Y a m o  l ' a s  A t  thr. I):tttlc of 
He.lena, ,Trily 4, 1668, thc rcgin~cwt tliitingili-hctl i twlf  lt! 
it. g:~ll :~ntry and (Inill. I n  tlic liqllt that  (lay it alone. 
-upportctl n battery t l ~ a t  \r:ti callargtd t l ~ r c ~  tillrci I J I O , ~  

d c i p c ~ x t ~ l y ,  :inel c:I(*~I timc rcyrilicd tlic attacak, ant1 f i l ~ a l l ~  
i t  \ \on  groatc\r reLno\tn, a t  the cblosing of the day, 1))- ( ~ 1 p -  
t r~rirrg a Ce~nfcdcr:itc rcbgimcmt mr~r l i  larger :lnd ztrongcr t1r:rrl 
it5ttlf: I t  \\:I, it1 G(!~~c. rx l  S t c ~ l v ' i  c x m p i g n  a p i n s t  Ilittlt. 
Llock, ArLansas, and aitlctl ill capturing tlmt placc,. . lan l~-  
xry I ,  1864, it ~c~tc . r :~ni / t~ t l ,  :uitl w:~i ~ . t ~ n ~ r r ~ t c ~ r o t l  \*it11 
:10011t Co11r 111111tlr(~l 111~11. I t  \\:I, :~f't(~~'\\:rr(l in 1111, l):~itlc- 
of' ELin's l?or<I, . J ( t ~ ~ l ~ i r ~ \ '  Ictxrr\, ( A I I I I ( ~ P ~  :111(1 AJ:II'I<\' 
Mill\.  A i t  M:rrl<\' J l i l ls ,  thv I ) r i q ~ i l ( ~  to \\liic~11 it \\:I. 

: r t t :~c , l~(~l ,  nllil(x g~l:tr(linq :t t r : ~ i ~ l  oi' Sorlr 111111,11~~(1 \ \ : I ~ O I I -  

fionr C:inidcn to I ' i r ~ c l  I:11111, \\:I\ filrioll<ly : ~ j t : ~ ~ ' l , ( d  I)! 
:~l)orit <i  u tlronialrd c.:rv:~lr! i~ l~ t l c t ,  ILla~~rri:~tli~l,c~. l * ' i g l i t i ~ i ~  
acairtit grcSat otitli, tliil I"o~ty-tlrirtl lo5t ~ ~ c ~ a r l ?  tno 1111ndt c tl 
in liill(~(1, 1~011nclcv1 : l~ i ( l  ~ i i i - ~ i ~ i ~ - : ~ l ~ ~ i o - t  li:,lf t l j c ~ i ~ .  ~ I I , , I I .  
O n  tl111 lot11 ofVJ~lr ic~,  186 I ,  i t  \\a. ryatl~l.llcyl 1 1 ,  Ir,(li:lllal,o]i- 
o n  V P ~ P I X I I  f11r1011glr. \YIrilo on ~ ~ I ~ I o I I ~ ~ I ?  : 1 1 ~ ( {  I Y ) \ I , ~ \ - ( ~ ( ~  

from ilrtty, illi5 r t ~ g i n ~ ( ~ n t  \ o111nt(~x11~1 c ~ )  ] : ~ ~ : ~ ~ l [ , { i , ~ q ~  

l i c r ~ i ~ ~ c a h y ,  thc11 tlirc : ~ t r , ~ r ( ~ l  1)y ;\lore:lll'. c . ; r v ; l l ~ ~ > ,  : I r l ( l  ( { i t ]  







with the garbage wagon. Allen was a young anct excitable mail 
who had seen but little service. IIc wa.s walking behind R detail 
of prisoners, who werc reiiuired to 111:~rch in the rear of the wagon. 
The prisoners stepped out of t l ~ c  road to the left ancl moved 
cpickly up to the  side of the m:igon The guard ordered them to 
fall back to their places, and nt t,he same time hrought his musket 
to a " charge k):tyoni:ts," cock in^, i t  with 11is thu111b as he brought 
it  down. H e  claimed that  in t j i~ :  excitement of tile moment his 
thumb slipped off the Ii:tl~ir~ler :tnd the piece was dischargeti. The 
two prisoners mere in line with tlle track of t11e bullet, wl~icli went 
through them both, n.ith the resulf noted above. Tlie g i in~ t l  ~ J W "  
arrested and tried for mitrde~ .  ' I ' l ~ t t  record was made lip a.nd for- 
warded to the War Department, where the rmtter  was investigateti 
by the Judge Advocate, who decided that tile evidence "did not 
sustain the allegation, that  the honiicitles occurretl a t  the hands of 
the accused, but that he shot the mcXn while t h ~ y  wer? deliberately 
disobeying an order to halt after 111. co~~l~u;tnr-ied then1 to do so ; 
and that a standing ortler lmti 11een givcn to Fire on all prisoner-: 
who did not halt when co~nnlulldetl so to do. 

Colonel A, A .  Stezen.~, Co,,i,,w,ii/ing ( , h i p  M o r t o n ,  I n i i z a ) ~ n ~ o ~ i s ,  h d . :  
Cor.~sl.:r.--I',~ direction of' ttle Sccretzrry of \Lrar you will here- 

after, when n p)risoner of W:LT i d  shoi 11s a sentinel for vio1:~ting the 
regul:~tioirs of the post, i1rrl1iwli:ttc:ly ortlt:r it I~o:ts~l of oflicerr; to in- 
vestigtte all of the  c~irr:unl~t:~rlri~s of' tlrc: c:~sc. to r;i~ow t,llat the :act 
was ,justifiable, :i flill report of whicl, will he forcv:~rtled to ?his of- 
fice, with your renl:rrks. I t  is Ilwessary tllat hot11 tiie gu:rrd i m c i  

the lxisoners s i~ould fully irllbrlj~rti of tlro reguiatio~is or order 
by which they are to I,? goverrrcd, an t i  v-i~eri x sentinel finds it  
necessary t,o fire upon ~)r iso,~wr he r~iust bc able to show that ht' 
was governed strii.tly by the orders rocwived, and that  the pris- 
Qner or prisoners willfully disrcgasrlctl his cautions or comnla~itls. 



Rigi(l discipline must be preserver1 among the prisoners, hut gwr t  
care inust be o1)served tllltt no \\.anton excesses or crutylties 
permitted under thc plea of enforcing orders. Shoultl ,L prison(.! 
be wounded b y  n sentinel, Ile wi l l  be inlmetli:ltely t a k m  to t l : ~  
hovpital where he must have proper attention from the, surgeon I t >  

olinrge. Very respectfuily, 
Your obedient servant, 

WIJ,I ,JAN ITOVI..X.\X, 
Colol~el Third Infantry, Oomniissnry General of Prisoners. 





l,:tisctl to a\r(>Ilg(, tllcs rllrlr(lel.-tlic. cl r101, i i o n d i ~ l ~  ni11r111 i.- 

I)y Baker. I f  tliih story i-  true. t l rm,  i n t l t d ,  11:itl all I I I ~ J I -  
llood gone out of thc hearts of ~ I I C S C   met^ \r110 bo:~\tc(I of 
tl~tlir c.hiv:llry ant1 hot 1)lootl. If tlrc story, a5 told I ) \ -  

D r .  \ \ 7y t t l~ ,  is true, ant1 ill? lcillit~g happcnctl as rc'la!cd 
I ) ?  1)r .  \\'yctll, tl~cm tlrc inan u l ~ o  \ \as  k i l l ~ d  \ \as 1 1 1 1 -  

rorintl(d by tllc most eo\j:lrdly i e t  of i n ~ n  t l i ~ '  \\'orlil 
has cvcr S C C I I .  Kot only were tlrcy too cowarcil~ t o  
:tvcangc tlrv cl~'atlr of their comr:itlc, 1 ) ~ t  t l r ~ y ,  tliwc 
1111ntlrcd or  ltlorc so-c~illcd soldiers, \wrc  too niuclt in tlrc~rd 
of' this  one III:LII, Corporal B:~l\-er, to C V ( ~ I ~  ~ r ~ a l i e  a coi~l -  
1)laint and have him bro~lgli t  to justice. If tllib stor! i~ 
true, then t h e w  was no American manllood in tlrow \\ 110 

i tood by ant1 sa\\ the niurtler. Tllc very fact tha t  the  :tlltyc d 
nlltrder was not :tvcngyd, even tllough 1)y nlcn w h o  cli.i. 

prisonc~rs, t l i iprovv tllc ~ l i o l c  <tory. Amcricau 1u:11111oo11, 
tlrc I~o t ,  i m p u l ~ i v c  blood of  ill^ bra\.(. soltliers of t l ~ c  Soirt l~,  
fill. tllc>\- Iiad provctl t11t.i~ bravctry on rnally a l1:1rtl-fo11~iir 
field, nc.vc>r \voultl have pcrruittcd tlrosv rrlcxrl to stxntl ta111, - 
Iy hy  w l ~ r n  so fad :L nlurdcr 1 ~ : ~ s  ~ o n i ~ l ~ i t t ( ~ ~ l ,  ii11(1 11('v1 1. 



at  that  vamp. 'l'hcri~ i i  n o  rc~cwrtl that  111, \\a5 tricil ti)r :lny 
offense, that  he  shot, o r  t11:rl \ I ( >  \ \ a i  : ~ w r ~ w I  of i l l o o i i ~ l ~  
or of' cr11e1 t rwt l i~ twt  to p v i v ) ~ ~ v r ~  01' \\ :tr ( I I I I - ~ I I ~  liis t ~ n r i  

of scrvi(v." 
Tcrrcll's I.tcl)ort., \?ol~l  tur, Ii, 1',1g~. '"$2, I Y , ~ , I ~ ~  ..\ ,I- 

gustus IMtcr  n- :L r c w r ~  i i  , ) /  ( I I I<, Swt~tt t l  
111diariz c:~v:llry ; 1~1~1.t~~1~0~l ( ) ( ~ l O I ) i ' l  22, 1862, :~ l ld  1 ,,:,11.- 
ferrctl to thc  \ r c ~ t t ~ t ~ , i ~ ~  11<xi1\1 \ ,' ~ y o r ~ ~ ~ ,  ,\larc.li 11 . I X( i  I .  

r >  lhe> h w g o i l ~ g  w1)ort ~ I Y I I L I  t l ~ ( %  \\ :I], I h  p:trtlit~.nt :ilw 
contr :d ic t~  tlic ,t:itctn1< I I ~  i l l  I Y > ~ : I I  11 t o  ( \ I ( ,  : i l l i~g~vi ~ I I , I ~ ~ : I !  :i>- 

s a d t  on tho " priw11c.t (Srott) of t l i r l  i h ~ n o r ~ i  15lai~1, l l o ~ w ~  
r 7 Cavalr;," 1)y C o r p o ~ a i  1::tl~or. 1 \ I , ,  ( ~ h : t 1 y i t 1 ~  of' /oo ULUCII 

by Dr. TVy~th  h r i11~-  i t ,  ( ) I \  t i  ~ ~ o ~ ~ i l i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ; ~ t i i ~ ~ t .  S:t> (':[]I- 

tain h b c r t  L). Scxt.5 oi' t l i c ~  I ~ ' o r t > - t i l i i ~ l  111tliirr1:i I l th i i t~- \  I 
" The  nllolc .tor> oi i::11,( 1, -11ootil1g o r  I,il!ing o r  J I M I -  
treating rncxn? i, w ~ n c  t l l i ~ i ~  t 1x11 \I:L, J I I , ~  ( , r  I t (  ~ r ( 1  of (111ri11g 
all thc tinw I TFai or1 c l t ~ t ~  :it ( :i1ii1) J I o ~ t o u ,  frolrl S(sptc,rtl- 
ber, 1864, to Ju11c1, 1 SliT,.'" 

Again? i f '  Corporal lhl,or l , i J l ~ ~ ( l  t11c tt1:m :I\  :t11(~gt~(i7 it 
must 11a1.e hcc~n at tilt, I);rrlxc.l,, \\ 11111.0 t I r e ,  roll \\ : t i  cal l v t l ,  
and Dr .  JVycth i i  nlo,t. c ~ ~ ~ i ~ ) l r ; ~ t i c ~ : ~ l l y  contr;uli('t('d it1 I l i ,  

report of' th( ,  kill i l l q  01 '  t 1 1 ~  ('on l i ~ l ( ~ r : ~ t ~  wl(l if3r)  1)y S L I I . ~ ( ~ O I I  
Kipp, as ~ v c  Ilavca iIio\rll I)y 1 1 i i  Ic,itt,r, ,ct iitrtlr in this  ar -  
ticle, i n  whic,l-1 Ilc ia! -, : c (  ' l ' ) lp l .c~ c~ I)r~t t \\ o tlcatlls in 
the barracl<s. ()Ile of '  t l l r l~i  tlicscl of di.srcts~ of l11" l r ~ ~ i . f ,  
and  t he  other of co,lgc.,\(icilr f / , c  (/iiigl." T3r(bv(d J;l.ifil- 
di~r-Go~111r:il L i I I p r ~  J<t~tI~<xrIi)r<I) \\ hi) \ \ a -  i l l  m t ~ i t t ~ : ~ ~ l ( l  of 
thtl Twenty-,c'c~ollt\ ] t p K i l l l ( ~ n ,  \rc'tcxr:ltl 11('1('1'\ 1' ( 'or[)i, 
who \v:ts it11 11i- t ~ ~ ~ i n ~ c ~ t l t  :,I 1 ~ I , \ ~ : I I I : L ~ ) C ) ~ ~ \  : I I I ~ ~  ( ' : t~l l])  cy:il'- 

riugtolr, fi.0111 Ocat(,l)cl~. I $ ,  186 l ,  i t ,  tilt, c.loio of' thv ~ \ : x l > >  

no\rr all :tttornc>j. at la \ \  in \\':\ilirlr~toti, I ) .  ( '  , hp0:ll~illg 01' 
Camp A l o r t o ~ ~ ,  5:1ys : 



.l']le reginicnts of the Vet,er:tn I:csc~.ve ('orp.; were composc:i of 
ofliccrs aritl n1en who had 'r~een iiis:lbled by wourrds or siclctitw in 
tire fi cltl, :~ni1 were :dl of tlicln old soldiers. Durinp ri ix i'reii'!ent 
visits to the prison citnlp i11 tire winter o f  i,'6'l-~f;.i, I I I : L ( ~  ever:, op- 
portunity of observing tlie treatment of the prisoners, contlitiorl of 
their quarters, r:~tions furnisl~etl to the111, otc., :inti I Ilavo Ire- 
quently 1le:~rtl officers coiliplain that  t h o j ~  anti their men il:i~; $ 

lrarder time of it  than t h r  l)risoners in the porl. 1l:td sucll a yon- 
tlition of affn.irs existed as s t a t $ d  in the C t ~ n t ~ i ~ y  :~rticlc, i t  wc:lrlti 
have bet,n impossible that I shoul(1 not hnve noticed il. '1'li:~t ; J  riy 

non.cornrriissioncd officer sl~oultl have had tlie power or slio:ild 
llave committed the outrages tiescribt:tl in that article, 1 do ::ot 
helirve. .ill the oliicors of the Fifth Regiment T'eterxn itesi:i,\.e 
(:orps, w i th  whom I was acquainted, were soltliers xnd gentle~ir: $1. 

:\rid t1i:~t they should Iinve countenanced such a condition of :if- 
fairs is impossible. 

Genil ir l  J h n e ~  R C Z * 7  I ~ ( I / L ~ C I I ,  IndionopnLa, Iwd 

M r  Dl AIL O h \  i I~AI~- - I  am, thi5 A M., in rec'elpt of yours of tilt. 
1~1th i n \ t ,  forwarded to nic hcrc~ by my law partner from 1:1t 
Washington addless llave been "on the go " so constantly fo, 
the  past two weclcs that  your prel ious letter, to wilic-h you ref<.: 
has not reached rne. 

The i m t  article In the C' n f u q  JIugta:ine, by Wyeth to  which you 
refer, 1 hnve rend, m d  i t  is the only artlcle upor1 that  subjeri 
matter which 1 h v t x  ircan L confess that the origir~al :~rtlclrx sur 
~ r i s e d  me very muell, a n d  I dt  once put i t  down AS ,L frxtlle attempt 
a t  the " sensation,rl " everythng of t1i:tt ch:trnctc,r b<,irig now at  n 

premium. In rt&artl to the various charges of cruelty to the 
prisoners of w a r  :it ('amp Morton, I Iiave evcry rt.,i,on to believe 
that all such cliargev :&re w i t h o ~ t  foundation In C L t  t 

In .June, li04, I returned with rny rc~g~rnent, ~lpoxl veteran fur- 

lough, from Arkansas to I ndianapolls Tllt. repmtxnt was :I rllerc 
skeleton, less than one l ~ u n d r d  and twenty-live I ~ I ~ I ,  I h:&d left 
Tittle Rock with my command, to participgtte in t h e  " Steele 





nuring ;,,I1 the time J was there I never hcnrd of the priwner? 

t~r lng  in any manner whatever On the eoritr:try, i t  
1v1.,ri corllmonly reported and understood that  they fitred :kL well ar 
wc. did Any unliecessary severity towards the priwner> 
,voul(i klsLvc prompt opposition and i n t l i g ~ ~ a n t  protest fro111 ,111 the 
I nion 5oldiers collected t h ~ r e  a t  the tinir 

Physicallv the pri9onc.r~ appearetl to  he rnuch above the , r \ (  r:ige 
,~n t l  sc~tmetl a5 cheerful and contented a5 l~osirhle unticr ~~~~~crse 
circun~it,,tlcei Considrlmg the great number coufinrd th('ttx the 
r l~or tx l l ty  was not large 'I'liere ,perrid to be no r n ~ r ~ l t y  I~ctwwn 
the prlsontrz and those whoie duty i t  was to ~ u ~ t r d  them 1L1rij a. 

pleniallt :mtl cheering word p~sset l  h e t w ~ r n  p a ~ a p t  nlltl pr  on 
ftnd prison and parapet 

I nevrr heard any of  thevi conzplazn o f  t i l e  fare, clntl they did trol l oo /  b l e  
nien suferzny fron~ t / /epangsof  hunger Some time in Ortol)clr, I t iril~k, 
,~t)out forty p r i s o n ~ r i  niadr a break for Ilbcrty on the north siiit. of 
the stockade I w:~s not on duty that  day I afterw:~rtls lear lied 
that  a ftlw of then1 got away, but most of them were recaptureti 

I yaw the article referred to in thc Apnl nunil)rr of the  ('entii7y, 
,tnd was very much surpriietl a t  the accusations therein cont:ilneil 

Somc :~llowance, I suppoie, should be matle for :I. rlmn who was 
i i rk  and in priion. I t  is indeed " ('old Cheer" to be dc>prlvetl i ~ f  

liberty under the most favorable circumitanccs, but to be Iroule 
sick and pass long, dreary days and months in a nii1it:rry hoipital 
could not be otherwise than dark, dismal anti almost hopele\s 

His solemn and detailed statements, howcver, of cruelty ,rrltl 
I~eartlessness to  the prisoncrs on the part of the milititry author- 
ities and guards are s in~ply monstrous, improbable arid incredihlr 
If true it  is p a w n g  strange that no one ever heard of i t  before 
Why did not the medical gentleman unfold his tale of woe ant1 r r- 
late his story of Ilo~rorsbefore ,I quarter of acentnry had inter\renrti' 
Did he tlelay for, lo these rilanv years, so that  those i3,ho knew tlltx 
fncts should have passed into the. Silent Lanti ant1 tlrus allow h l r  

, ~ l l e g ~ t i o n s  to remain uridenietl and ~ n c h a l l e n ~ e t l ?  rt III:+J~ k)<a 50 

Colliitlerirlg ,211 tllr clrcurnitanres, 111s statements ap[)par to  bc 
eLther the lngucb (Ireanling of a minfl tiiseasetl or :t delibtratc ,Lnti 
wnnton attprr;l)t to &ast unmerited rc~prortcl] upon :in honor,ab16. 
foc 

I wi~s a privtte in Company E Thirty-.;evoritl-I Ilc,giment Iowa 
Volunteers (Gray Beards), and did guard duty with nly cotny)any 
arid regiment during the summer and fit11 of 1864 a t  C:~mp 3lortorl 



May, l8( i5, who diwi of xlnrwtion or was froacn to deatlr. 'L'l~e 
rations for prisoners prosc.ribr~tl in ortlrrs from the War Department, 
as set forth in thc: note to 1Vyctl~'a article, Jvere issued by the Post 

Dr. Wyeth,  a titct he  could I m v ~  c,asily trscertained had he desire11 
to know and stattt this t r u t h .  7'ller.e w;ls no reason for any prisonc>r 
to go hungry. No j jr i sonr ,  Ji.,r.\ i i i i i r i lc i~ed or ~~ii / l / l l l ly  uiistrcnted 

1 know of no case i l l  wl,ic.ir  i tprisonc:rwas kiiicci c.xc:cpt ill : ~ t t ( ' ~ t ~ p t -  



OFVICE CO>IMIS~IRY-GI.:SI . :R~\T.  01.. ~ ' K ~ ~ ~ s E K s ,  

W ~ s r r ~ s c ~ o r ; ,  D. (:., October :h), 1kfi.i 

coihnel A .  -4. Stevens, Conmanding G'amp M o ~ t o n ,  /ndiunt~po(is, I r d  . 
C:o~,os~r.-As you have just been placed in cornilland of ( ' : r i i ~ i )  

Morton, 1 think it  proper to con~municate to you all instructiow 
which apply to prisoners of war. 

To11 will learn from General Orders t i? ,  of the 17th of .June, Ihr;.:, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed, that  under the War Depi1t.1- 
rnent tlie control of all prisoners of war is placed in my I ~ i ~ n d s ,  :mrl 
that  all correspon~lence in relation to t l ~ e m  passes through me, : ~ r i e i  

yo11 will therefore be governed accordingly. Your reports, returri;i, 
rolls and other cornnlunicationa should he sent direc.tly tllroupii 
me, anti not through the Cornrnantler of the J)el)art~rlent or Dk-  
trict. 

I enclose herewith, :t copy of regulat,ions heretofore issued fro111 
thia ofice, which you arc to adhere to strictly. I need not c;tll 
your attention to any particular part, because all alike are Lo hi. 
fully cornplied with. If any paragraph has ~t:~rticul,ir ~)romineni:t~, 
it  is tlie i t h ,  which relates to the Prison Fund, for whic:t~ f u l l  :LC- 
counts rr~ust bo rmdered proniptly a t  the  end of tsvrry ~ l ~ o n t l ~ .  
Yor the tlishurse~~rnrnt of this fund you will t,a ht:I<l ;tccountable. 
as no purchases c:tn be nmie  except by your order. 

If you have not found proper books in the  oflice for kt:eping the 
:~ccounts of' the fund and other necessary recortis of tire prisoners, 



you will obtairi them ii!lrne~li:stc~ly, paying for them out of tile 
fund, m t l  have tlieiri :tee-urat~ly Icept. All required blanlis will 
be furnislietl fro111 this otfice on your allplying for t h e m  

You will immediately ~uakci out and transmit t,o this office an 
inventory of a11 p r o p r ~ t y  on h:sntl :tt the camp purchased with the 
Prisoners' Funtl. It  nlust c:ont:~in all property of every descrip- 
tion, fnrniture, cooking utensils, stores, tools, lumbcr, etc., inclutl- 
ing articles purchased for t,he hospital. lm-ge quantities of 1~111- 
ber have brim purchased. Report how muc>lr of  i t  ltas been used, 
for what purpose :md how ~i iuch  reniains 011 hanil. 

A n  extensive bake ltousc: was cstnblished a t  Camp JIorton two 
years ago which belongs to tht: Prison Fund.  Report its condition 
and how it is used. At the s:snic time a n  :~d(lition to tlie City 
Hospital was erected, xs :L l~ospital for prisoners of war. Report 
its condition and how it is used. 

Report t.he namrs, and mhether citizens or soldiers, of all men 
employed, giving t h e  character of service and what compensation 
they receive. 

You will also make me a separate arid detailed report of tlie 
condition of the  ca,mp when you took command; the strength of 
the guard and its discipline; the condition of the barracks and 
hospital and what hns been done toward repairs; the police of the  
camp ; the condition of t,he prisons in every respect, and all other 
details that  rr.;ty be. ntmmary to a complete understanding of a!! 
that appertains to i t .  

I would suggest t l i :~t  you select an active m i l  intelligent oflicer 
to perforrlr the duties of Provost Marshd of the cnmp, who will 
have the immediate clrargc: of tho prisoners wand be responsible to 
you for the proper enforcement of your orders. 

Please acknowledge the rec:eil)t of t,his letter and send in the rc- 
ports with as little delay as possible. Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. llo~F.\las, 

Colonel 'I'hird I nfantrj , Comnrissioner General Prisons. 



an a1li:rnce or corlspire nith,  to  htt>al (.onin~iss:~ry itoreti--it 
codd not Imve been done. On t l ~ e  contrarv, cxvt>r.v o n ( %  of 
thcse offirc\rs \\a5 in a position to k n o w  and detect :t11! 

('ornrniss:iriat, xuti bring liirn to puniil~nierit slloriltl 11, - 

; ~ t t c ~ n p t  it-nay, more-evcq prisouc.r \voultl 11:ivo 1)ecn :: 
k\.i.ift and nilling witr~css against him. 'I'l~c. 1111ng~r of tl ic 
prisoncr nould have dr ivc~l  him to niake complai~rt to tlic~ 
ofEccrs iu charge of tlic guard. c,vcry oucX \tho n a *  

wnversaut with Camp Morton says most cmpliatically t h t  
no complaint \vas ever Itcard. 

I n  l i i i  " Ibqjointler," in tlrc, S(~ptc~rl l )o~.  Cetrtlll-!j (I 891 ), 
Ooctor Il'yetlr quotc1s :I stateincnt purpor-tit~g t o  be fi-om 
oneL P. M. Cralwu, in I\ 11ic.h it is :ib,clrteti t1i:lt t l ic firm o t  

Y. ill. Capc>n ck Co., in thcl wr ly  itiiitcr of 18(i4, I)ul~c~ha~c~tl 
crlrtaiu s~rpplies, ~arltl for~ntl t l ~ a t  t1rt.y jvcrcl .~~l)l)licai 1;)r t l l c  

priioncr> a t  Camp Molton. T11c I ) i r c c ~ t o ~ . ~  of 1 1 1 ~  
City of Indianapolis for the, y a r  1864, ant1 pr-ior t o  

t11:it tirtlc, fail5 to rlatrlcl thc1 firm (?) of 1'. 11. (2:) p11i  

tc Co. A11othc.r signific:trit fhct ill (~o~lrtc~(*tioll \\.it11 
the so-cal1c.d firm is, rhat it 1101's 11ot :i~)~)(l:ir U I ~  tll(s 
tlsse~sor's list, nor on thc tax c111plic:atc of Al:arioll ( 'onnty, 

in whic7ll the ("ity of l n d i a n a p l i s  is Ir,catcyl. ,\fy rcmc~ln-  
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I T  1 ]l;lt tllpic r:ti,io~li \\c.rc. iiilrcttl to t h c ~  p i ~ i r o n c ~ r ~ ,  tl~carc 

c2:ll, l l(j  &)ll[)t. I , ~ ~ : ~ r ~ l i n g  t11:~t t11(~ o s i q i ~ l d  ~ ~ q ~ r i s i ~ i o i ~ i ,  
:lilt[ r ~ ~ ~ ) ( ) ~ ~ t  of issr~(ls, :lntl rcccipti for t 1 1 ( ~  h:ii110, I)c.lo~~g,i~ig 
to Cnpt:liri 'flionla;; li'o~tclt., L\. C. S., \ \ ( i ~ * ( l  i n  t l ~ o  I ~ ( ~ i . p -  

i l lg  of his ion :kt 1)11111th, Minil., 1 visited I J ~ I I I  for t11v p ~ ~ r -  
p h p ,  if l~)biil)l(l,  of c ~ w ~ r l i ~ l i n q  t h c v  p:rpcSrs \V(, fo11s111 i ~ o t  
o11ly thew I):lpcrs, hut also tlrc : t c ~ o ~ l ~ r i i  of (:001*g11 \\ . 
IIill,  no\\ tload, tllc 1)ost 1):1lz(~1. :rt (>:uill) A1ort011, I\ lio 
i+ticd tlrc, 1)1*wtl to t l ~ c  prisotrcrs, t11r.origlr tli(> ('(or11111ii~:ll~i:rt. 
r 7 I I r c w  v C I Y  alio tlrv r c w i p t ~  of ( 'aptaini 1,. I,. J l o o r ( ~  :t~r(l 
Xat. Shtirtl(,ir, to \vIrorrl r c ~ f e ~ ~ ~ n w  11:~s 1)(~)11 111atlr in t i ~ i .  

;trticlc, they 1i:rving rc.ctlivtd tlrclir sripp1ic.i from ( aljtaill 
'I'llonlai Foi tcr .  Tire Commis:triat t l l~ lw I l l ( >  Ilorlr : r r r t l  

placcct i t  in thc  balrcry, and tlrcx ba1ic.r issrretl it in I ) t . r : d .  
\\'c linvo compared tlic vouclrcrt of (':~ptain 1"oitc~s for ( S , I I ~ ~ I I  
~ilontlr 's issuvs tlrrotrgllout tlrv cwtil-c i i r l ~ v  :LI I ( [  fin(1 t l ~ t  tli('! 
and the  rcportb of thc~ W a r  I)c~p:wtnicnt agrc3c. Wc tlcc~nl (1 
it important  that  tllcw voriclrcr5 :tntl pa!wr\ ihor~l t l  I ) (  c\:tril- 
incd i l l  vie\\ of thc  i r r ~ p l i ~ t l  cbll;t~-gc. of' t11c ft  11la1lv Ii? I ) I .  
\Iryetli ag:tinbt t l i ~  1 'nitc~tl States oflic.c.~-i, u1ic11 Ir(~;ttl~rliti 1ii:rt 
t h c  Gocwnr)wt/ way hare isarrtd tltc i x f i o ) u  to t l l ( + ( >  ollit.ori, 
I~rit that tl1c.y (lid not i s r w  iht1111 to t l l c ,  rrlon, l)rrt soltl 
tllcsll. I t  , ~ o r ~ l d  w c m  to all oritiitlvr to I)c i a i h r r  :I tliili- 
carrlt mattc'r for a ('oniilliss:rri:tt to i t c~ t l  anti ~ l l  *8,1SO 

1o:ivci of bscatX, or  :rlly consit1cral)lt~ portior~ of' tlronl, i r r  :I 

~ . i t y  no 1:~rgcr t1i:tn 11itli:tlr;llwli~~ \ \ : I \  ill r J : ~ ~ ~ u : r ~ . ~ ,  IS(; I, : r 1 1 ( 1  

yvt t h t t  \vni tllc tlrr~rlLc>r of frc3-11 I)r~latI 13:1tioni \I lricil \ \  ( r ( >  

i - m v t i  for. thcs ( ' o r ~ f ~ d ~ r : ~ t c  p r i i o ~ ~ ( * ~ ~ -  i 1 1  y J : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~  \ , 18(;4, '1% 

hllO\! 11 hy all t1lP ]):L1Ksr5 :l l l l l  \ o l l c + l l ~ ~ r ~  I, (  S(lrr(Y1 t o  :l!)o\ ( > 

-7 2 o r  ,j5,:118 ~ o : I \ ~ ( ~ s  in ~ ~ C ~ ~ ) ~ I I : L I . J  . 1 Mi 1 : 01.  I O , : ~ ! ~ S  11mt ( ,b i 1 1  

J I~IZII  ; or  6'7,56 L loar <,i i l l  A1)ril ; os 72,02 ! i l l  11:tv ; 0 ,  

h7,!1(;~; i l l  . J I I I IP  ; 105 ,W i  i l l  .Jr~ly , or, 1 (is, I Xi i l l  1 I I ~ I I ~ ~  

o r  1 G(i,3(iS in Kcl)tc~~rll)c~l~ ; or. !)7,(;;;(j i l k  ( )chtoI)c,r ; 122,~:1 1 

in X o w n ~ l w s ;  and io  \ \ I >  1 1 l i ~ l 1 1  g, )  ii~i*otigIi ~ ~ : r ( - I i  1 1 ~ 0 1 r t 1 i  01 
the t.\i~tc~ncxc~ of' ( h n p  hloriorr. 1 11:1\~1, c ~ : r l l ( ~ t l  :I t t c t n t i o l r  t o  

ill(' f l01 l r .  or. wfi I)rc:~tl ~xtiorr I I I O I Y >  c ' ~ j ) c ~ j : l l I ~  , I I ( ~ ( ~ : ~ I I ~ I  11 



any  pur t io~l  of' then 1xtio11 cot~lt l  .oltl readily it caoulcl 
h a ~ c  bcc.11 Ilor~r, and it \\:is worth $!).00 to $10.00 ptlr i):~r- 
rcl. 131~t tlic, rwvi11t k)j 1 1 1 ~  1):1Lvrjor th(1 f lo~i r ,  mid : ~ g : ~ i n  
tlic r cc r i j~ t  to tlic I):d\or for t l ~ c  I ) ~ w t l  arc3 on fil(.. 

D r .  \\Tycxtl~ n l w  ( Y ) I I I ~ ) ~ : L I I I ~  of' t 1 1 ( ~  cluality :inti qttarltity 
of the 171(Ylt ra t io~l .  1 f ; )~ l~ t ( l  ;r~iionj_r t I 1 ( 8  p : ~ p r i  of Captain 
'I'honiai Foitttr,  tlic, origill:\l r t~ tn i~rcd  c*op~  of' t i ~ v  csorttr:tc.t 
and bontl h r  tltc f~~r . i i i . l i in~ of f i~z11  1)wf for tlrv y c : ~ ~  
1864. '1'11~ ( ~ ) a t ~ x ( * t  \\:I ,  : I \ I ~ I ~ ( Y ~  to 111v fir111 of C ' o ~ ~ r a d )  
G a r d ~ ~ ( , r  & Co., th(3 i11divi(111:11 I I I C I I I ~  r \  of t l i ~  fir111 h i n g  
C'onrad ( h t l n e r ,  I"~wlcric~lc J3or.t and Jolllr T1:~kc, arid 
thi:, corrlpalty \\a. to fi[l ' t~i,l~ .(a11 t l t ~  fr i)si~ Iwcf' that 4 : 1 1 l  
be rcquirc~tl, in ccltial l)roj)ortio~lz of forr and hind h l t ~ : ~ l t t  I. 
~nea t ,  uecX.\, s l r u d ~  mid l. id,~c~y i'ul/oic lo Oc ec (Vded ."  
" Secwntl. Tha t  all :trtic.lc,, to iw f'urni.hcd I)y virtu(, o i  

t h k  contract 41:111 Iw of t i r b f  clii:ilily, : I I I ~  ~ f ' \ t w r \  ~ i o t  I ( +  
than f o ~ ~ r  yearb 0111, arrtl \! c>ieIlillg 11ot Ieii t l r : t~~ (iO0 Il).s., 
11C't." 

'I'llc c l ~ d i t Y  of' t 1 1 ( ~  f1.c -11 I ) t ~ c ~ f '  to i ) ( ,  i - i r ~ c ~ t l  11nt1cr 
this  (wntr:wt 1 ~ ~ r t x ~ 1 1 1 ~  { X I I  ~ io t  i l~ iwt ion (~( l  by tho\(% 
who I<no\\ \vllat gootl 11wf 15. 1 c~allwl t11c. a t tc~nt ior~  
of onc2 of thc ~ , i ~ o ~ r l i r ~ c ~ ~ l t  k ) l l f < ~ l r o i ~ i  ant1 t l t~a l (~r \  i r l  frv-11 hf 
to this  c~)~itr:tc*t. JIi. rl.l,ly \ \ a \  : " ' l ' l ~ c . ~ ~  (*all i)cb 110 h ~ t t c l .  
h w f  fi11xi41c(l (,\ I I O U  ." r [ ' l r : ~ f  t l ~ r  h ~ ~ f  \ \a- ihs11(q(l i. 
c~vitlc~ncotl 1)y tllc, rccl~~i,itiorri ;\ntl v o ~ ~ c * l l c ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  \\hit 11 ~ / I O \ \  

tha t  t l l ~ r i a ~  t I r ( \  ?c3al. 18(i I t l i c ~ i ~ ~  \I:,\ ii%~lc'd to tlic pri\oiltx~.- 
1 I O I  2 ,  1 I O I I .  111 :rdtlit ioll to  th i -  
bc%ef r:ttic)~~ tllc>r(x :ih l . \ t r ( ~ I  13,057 I b ~ .  ( b f  \:\It ; 

262,799 10,. of I):rcwli, atltl 11,  k7;j lb,. of +:tit h > f .  T:lI\i11< 

tllv 111e:1t ii%[~(ss i r r  tI10 :tqqr(aq:ttcl, I\ I I ~ L  P $1 t ~ t : t l  I , I  tA,[jT(;  

l h .  i sh t ld  tIt1rir1~ t I I V  > LII* 1 $(i I ,  t o  t 1 1 1 t  I I I O I I  I\ J I O ~ I  1 )is. 

\V! (st11 2 1 s ~ ( 1 ~ ~ .  l)llt 011  -ucli H a11t r:it io11. 1 h t  t l i ( > >  

\\ crcX fi)rcwl to  tl:tt ~ x t i  ant1 (log.. 
CaI,t:,ill ~ ~ . ~ ' ~ ) l ~  1). J ~ ( ~ ~ ) ( ~ ,  \\ ]lo ~ . ~ ~ J i c ~ v c d  O:rj)t:ri~t T h ~ i .  

J70stt.r :lr ('ollll,li~s:rl~i:It, .~i~),)lic.t! 1110 ~o11lrllis~:ll~i:lt of 
C:rnip Rlorton, .:tyh : 



3fy purch,ries were niade through iiubl~c .~dvertisen~elrts r \  cat y 
.ixty days The supplies bought werc not s u r p a w d  anywhiw 
Eacon, ham, pork, and :dl salt came from Ferpusnr~ ind 
?rlan,ur, the well known paclcers, flour from the City M!lI> 
Indianapolis ?'h t Hour was n~atltx up into one-pound loxvei of ;loft 
bread, unsurpassed in quallty hy any ~ r i v a t e  f:~niily or prildw 
bakery Samples of the hiring were sent to my ofKee every i 1 ~ v  

The bakery was within the  enclosure wlicrc t h e  prrwnrr3 FPI e 
confined Tt is well known that the iavlngs on the flour r a t h n  
when baked into soft bread amounts to quite an item . i l l  of 
these 5avings were (alculated and the lrloney paid to  the r'Llim 
fund, m d  this fund wa, expended for supplies not furniihetl 111 

the  Government ; and the iupplies thus purchaietl weic i+ned 1 r 

the  rebel p r i i o ~ ~ e r s  and did not appear on the d a ~ l y  report of 
izsues 

There was no such thing as tlir  contract syitcni In the fei41nx i f  

the rebel priionrrs, as is intinmtetl by Dr Wyeth I iii~reti tor t h i  
Government to the Con~m~sbarlat a t  ('nnip Morton, A I I ~  ire to ti11 
prisoners direct I know th:rt they rerelvctl t11r rat~on., for I v.i 
~t (hip Morton rorlr or five tirt~es each weel< and snw the  w L i n I  - 
m d e .  'Thcrc was no possible opportunity to r n i s ~ p p ~ o p t  mte C L ~ I ~  

uf the supplies S o t  only did I we  tinti know tlint tl~rise 7upii11c - 
m r e  not d~vertetl ,  hut t h e  rations roultl not have been ~ L I I  ned f r o l ~ ~  
t h i r  proper channel :end sold witl~out it conling to the kr~owletiir, 
of General Stevens, who irai in comnland of tlic. camp, itrid t i it 
intep~lty of Oencrd Steven5 was tint called In cluesliori tiuring tlit 
Llrnr, ~ n t l  can not l ~ r  rt th i ,  late d ~ y  I rcrn,ri~retl :it ind~ , tna j )o l~-  
on d u t y  after I r c l ~ c ~ v r ~ l  (',~pt,tin Foitc,r, in I>cvel~ll)tlr, I \()-I, u n t ~ :  
the closch of the war, : ~ n d  durlng all that tirxic 1 was In < ~ n d  tlrroi~el 
C"t111p 37orton evwy week and tnlketl with ni,cny of the l)rlsonei, 
: ~ n d  n w r r  11c.ard any cornplnirrt of lack of ration5 a t  any t111re 

i'l~O1~1 t l l l ~  11101ltll of' f l l ( ~  w p t  llr(8 of ) ou11g J O ~ ~ l l  &i. \\7y(l111 

i ~ n t i l  h w r n h r ,  186 4, :171(1 f i ~ r  ill(> y w r  186 4 I I :LVI>  -lto\\ 1 1  

ibr  o:wh m o n t l ~  w p ~ r a t v  it(kmi : L I I ( ~  ( l t ~ ; ~ ~ ~ t i t ~  o f  ( W I I  
:lutl will now givcl tlic r l t~ml)c~r  of 1)riioncrs fb r  c > : t c . I ~  J ~ O I I ~ I I  
: ~ n d  tliv nt imlwr of  r a t i o t ~ s  l i ~ r  ( W , I I  I I ~ O J I ~ I I  ~ I Y I I I I  e J i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : t r ~  1 .  
lS(:;), un t i l  t l i ~  la5 t  ~ y o ~ ~ f c ~ ( l ( ~ r : ~ t ( ~  l ~ r i - o ~ ~ ( , r  ~ 1 ~ : ~ s  I - ~ ~ I c ~ : I ~ I ~ ( ~ ,  t 1 i t 1 .  

r ~ o w r i u q  all t11c t i l ~ l v  that Irv \ \ ; t i  :l l ) ~ * i , o ~ r c ~ r  :I( (!:lnll) 

l l O l ~ ~ 0 1 ~  : 



January I to za~iuary 31, 3,f..irr ~)i,isoners. 'I'ot~al number of 
rations, 1 l9,3tXJ. * 

February I to I.'el)ruary t'b, ::,13S prisoners. 'I'otal nunrl-wr of 
rations, 96,266. 

March 1 to 1Iarclr 3 1 ,  1,730 prisoners. 'rot;d number of rations, 
53,(iii7. 

April I to April 20, I,OBS prisoners. Tot:il nurnher of riations, 
31,149. 

May I to 1 h y  : ; I ,  778 prisoners. 'I'otal numl~er  of rations, 
23,498. 

J u n e  1 t o  J u n e  :;O,9X prisonixrs. 'I'otal r~uiuber of mtions, .',!)lj:3. 

,July 1 to ,July 31, li prisorie~s. T o t d  nunlber of rations, 202. 

T h e  rations t.oniistct1 oi' tl~cl .:mw itt'111i l~c~rotoli)l*e sl)c~t,i- 
fictl. 

011 the 19tl1 of l~c~i) r r~: l ry ,  1Sk;5, tlicb fir5t iri~talirrlcllt of 
pri~011tsrs (500) \\:I\  fi)r\v:~r*tlt,il frt1i11 GIIIII) hlor1011 to 1'0i11t 
I~ool<ollt, 3f:1ry1:,11d, fi)r i~\c~Ilangt~,  all(1 1 I l V  prow1,L 1 )r* 
W y d 1  Iva, 0 1 1 0  o k ,  t t 1V  .-)OO 5 0  f o r ~ \ a l Y ~ ( ~ d ~  

Of the' pri ioncri  :it ( ~ I I I I ~  Morton tltlrir~g i t5  c~uistr~rlcc~ a3 
a prison t l c p ~ t ,  2,SG & \ \  ( 5 1 ~ i >  rc~l(~asc t l  on 1 :~ l~ ing  t he' oalh, allti 
620 erili.tctl ill t l ~ v  I 'nitcvl Stxtcs wrvic (,. 

are autl~ori/ct l  G w r i i  tl;itn a t  11:uncl to \\ litti 111) I ~ I C  

~l i i l i tary rc~zortl of Dr.  t Jo l~n A \ .  \1'\ tatli, i t -  l i)llo\\ 5 : 







General Jai~ies  O d e s ,  A .  A. P. M. General, SprinyJeld: 

( ;o r ,os~~. - - l  have the  honor to  transmit through )our  head- 
quarters a letter to Colonel William Hoffman, Comuli.;snry, catc , at 
\Vashington, and most respectfully request you to cndorscl the 
same as cordially as possible 

Any suggestions you may be pleased to make, in aid of m y  
object, will be most thankfully received. I would not do anything 
to injure the  great cause or purpose of my Government in sup- 
pressing this infernal rebellion. But if I can, without doing 
violence to that  Government, mve the boy and thus render a p e a t  
service to his mother, I would be greatly rqjoiced. This sister is 
much l ike myself, the only one of the  family that  is very much so, 
hence I feel the more solicitous Pardon me, sir, for traublinp you 
with my family affairs. I t  is hard to forget the  ties of n:tture 
This boy, ,Jshn Wyetl~,  is not quite eighteen, was taken prisoner 
a t  Chickamauga. Ile is now at Indianapolis. I f  be  can he tmns- 
ferred from thew to my cktre without injury to the Government I 
would be much pleased to take him and keep him where rchels 
can not again expose his life. If he can not be removed as I sug- 
gest, I would he glad to have him kept  and  not exchanged 'I'he 
dangers of the  field service are much more than those of the cmnp. 
If nothing better, perhaps lie might be transferred to  Rock Island, 
which is near my home 

Yet, notwithstanding all the kind and tender feelings I cheriuh 
for that  sister, the boy's motl~er ,  I would do nothing to hinder the 
suppression of this rehellion. 

1 am, C'olonel, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 



COI.OSEI.-~ 11ave tllc. honor t,o rcijuc~t your attontiorr for :I 

moment to the  case of :I little. rebel, \.iiio is now :L prisoner 
Indianapolis. Iris 11; i t i l c~  is ,lo1111 h'yttti~. IIis ~rrotlrer is :r sister of 
your humble servant. 'i'itc boy is not quite oig11tec:n years old, 
rather delicate n:ttu~.i~il~.,  itnil h:rs been very sick since llc iva-  
taken prisoner. 'I'lrrrc? iistcw rcsidc a t  c!acltsorlville in ttiis StZtte 
One of them has hem t o  seo the  boy .John at  Illtlian~polis. 8 1 1 ~  
is estremely anxious to gilt him :tw:~y. Slkc? f'ear~ t l ~ o  dangers of 
camp life upon his constitution. I ,  myself, w?.o~~ltl bc. gl;id. to have 
him under my care x l d  keeping if it can bo done with safety to 
the public service. 'rho boy is hnrtfly ri~spOll~ibl(: for :ttry opinioll 
he mag hold on the  quc,stion of rcballion, or for his position in tlrc 
rebel army. Wlmt may be the  opinions or fwlings of his parents, J 
do no know. We l i a ~ ~ c ~  not corrcspontled siric:c the rebellion coill- 
rnenced. The boy's lilotller,joirietl wit11 the other rncmb;;rs of her 
father's family in a. deed of n~:t~lumission of his slaves; the other 
sisters and the brothers rcin~ovcxl frorn Alabama to Illinois. Thc 
mother of this boy was rmlrried to $1 gsnt1erll:tn vvho thought his 
health would 11ot just ify moving to a colrler climate. Circum- 
stances alone niako 11s to differ, m d  if, witliout setting :L bad ex- 
ample and doing niow mischief t h m  good, tho boy can bct removeti 
frorn Indianapolis to 11iy ~ ~ r i s o n ,  I will be much gratifietl to re 
ceive such ituthoritg. 

I am, Colonel, utost reipenti'ully your liurnble servmt,  
. JAMES M. A r . r . ~ s .  

Caplain m d  I'wv~.st Marshal Fifth liistrict, Ill. 

Of all the United St2~tes ~oldiprs  held In prison by the Confed- 
eracy, there died l i? of every 1,000. Of all Confederate soldiers 

held in prison at Carup Xorton, 1411 of each 1,000 died, only a dif- 
ference of seven in each 1,000. 





in its " h.lcclical slid S ~ l r ~ i c x l  History of' the Itel)cl]ion " let 
the  q~wst ion t ~ t c d  and settled. 11~ .  hai  11ot seen fit t o  
refcr to hool; or  1):1g(, o f ' t l ~ o s c  rcw)i*tl,, a ~ l t l  lliq 
reader \\.it11 no more> ccxi-t:~i~~ data tl1:111 Ilis 0W1l 

statement. '1'11rcc. q ~ ~ ~ s t i o ~ l s  i l~onl i l  1111 a n i n  crotl irl 
to reach a tlccaisio~i : 

Firs t .  Wha t  was thc  c*omparativo pl~ysiquc> of' tlie men 
of the  two arn~icts as they entercil t he  servirc on 
side ? 

Second. IVhat  11 as the  iao~npavative condition as to thr. 
health o f tho  two  a r n ~ i c s  T\  hile they wrre g@llcrcd in to  t i l t  
ranks, o r  cxnlps, ol)po4te to  eacli otllc.r on Southern soil, 
the  hon~tb autl native licwtl~ of' the Cont'ederatcb soldier :' 

T h i d .  TIT1l:lt was the, nlan11c.r of' life, or  rather what 
\\.ore thc' 1111~:1112 at 11alrd tc, iustain t l ~ c  soldier in t l ~ e  field, 
to strengtl~cir l l i r ~ l  :ind bt~pply vitality \\Iron tlie physical 
system ant1 the. mintl, ant1 all the  vital force<, wcrr hcina  
taxetl t o  t l ~ o i r  ~ ~ t r r l o i t  po\\ crs 01' r ~ ~ ~ l u r a l l ( ~ ~  ill the  field, on 
the nlarclr, in the Iiclut by clay and tliv loss of <leep :~nd rc.st 
by night, in tho \t iltl rilsll and h r ?  of the chargo, alld then 
the  relaxation of tllv \yitcin~ aillo~u~ting:tlxnost to a collapw 
after the  strain ant1 ex(~i t (~l lwnt  of the battle. 

H a v i n g  scttlcti ttlcws c l~~r i t ionq \ \ c '  may arrive a t  the  
trntli in r t ' lT:~~~(l  t o  w1:itivc~ vondition 01' thosc r1ir.n 

t h ~ . ~  I)cc:rrllc~ I ) r i w ~ ~ o r +  :111(1 C : I ~ ~ I ' ( Y ~  the  g w a t  prison 
depots eithvr Soptlt. o r  So~ltlr, and  i n  thi5 rn:tnnc~r 1(,:11-n tc, 
ionl(b pxtc'nt, :It I c ' : l i t ,  tllc c x ~ l i c ~  or thc' death<. T t ~ ( b  1 7 n i o ~ ~  
t r o o p  I\ crc., a i  :I vI:~si, more ~ ~ ) l ) r ~ s t  Illan thoi;r, of' t l ~ c  Coil- 
f 'c~t{t~ratc~ troot),. rllll(x I I : ~ ~ I I I ~ : I ~  or : l(Yj~li l~(l  *tlYxr1@1l :Ill(? 

ttlltlrlr:lllc*~~ (I[' t l 1 ( 5  [Tn ion  fi~rcsrs \ t ; ~ i  grc%tclr tl1:111 tll:lt O f  tit($ 
' l l ] : .  rl'llis \\.:IS drrc~ to t \ \  o caalts('i : 

Ij7ir4t 'j'll(b 1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ ( ~ 1 ~  of. I ~ ~ C I I  ill 0111. ~ o I ' ~ ~ I ( ' I ' I I  ( 'itioi :lnd 
t()\yjlh, f r~ ) l l l  \ j [ l i ( a ] l  to  orc:~1liz(~ :III : I I , I I I > ,  \ \ > L >  l :~rg<>r that1 
illat of tllc, so l l t j l ,  allel i t  \\:I\ :L f:l(st \ \  ('11 ~ I I O W I I  to t ' v c r ~  
l l l s l l  \\ < i ~ l ~ y ( i ( l  \\ i t11  t 11(' : l~~ii l iw i n  t f i ( ' l ( 1  i l l  :lctiv(l i ~ ~ i -  



paigu life, that the men who came from the cities and 
towns could, and did, endure the service better than any 
other class. 

Second. Those who came from the rural or farming 
districts of the North, from the fact that they were accns- 
tamed to an active outdoor life in a stronger or more rigor- 
ens climate, more acrustomed to hard and severe outdoor 
exercise, were stronger and more vigorous than wcre thosc 
1t11o came from the farms and plantations of the South 
~ ~ l i c r t  the whites l)crformcd less or lighter work. Thi, 
condition of af3dirs is very clearly shown in the Jfediwl 
and  Surgical History of thc Rebellion, a work prcparcil 
~xncler the clircwtion of the Surgcon Gcnernl of thc 
TJnited States army, and issucd from the War Depart- 
ment, and the references are to this history, Par t  111, 
Medical Volume. On page 31 the table of comparison of the 
pwvalenct~ and fatality of discuse in the opposing armici 
from the rommcncenlent of the war to December 31,1862, 
shows the percentage in the C o n f c d ~ r a t ~  army was 3.81, 
whilc in the Union army it was 2.01. 0 1 1  p a p >  33 N C  

find this statement ill regard to the Confcdcrate :trlrij : 
The annual number of deaths per thousand strength must have 

been 107 3, a rate larger even than the annual mortalzty among our colored 
troops In brief, so far as comparison can he made with tlle 
statistics a t  command, disease was not only more fatal among t h e  
Confederate forces, hut the  number of cases in proport~on to t l l ~  

strength present was considerably greater .Inlong thern t h , ~ n  
among the United States troops 

On p a p  205 : 
Evidence has already been cited in Table XI V, establishing t2-~r 

fact thet  in the early history of the war the Southern troopi 
operating in Virginia suffered more from the  continued fevers 
than the  ~oldiers  of the  Army of the Potomac in frorlt of thcrn, the 
annual rates of cases, per thousand, of strength h i ~ v i n ~  beet1 rc 
spectively 275 and 325 

0 1 1  p a p  206 : 
Both commands during the period were composed of raw levies 

.- - . -. -- -- - - 
*Wit it:ilics r!ot i n  (hc  text. 



unaccustomed to camp life. Rot11 were similarly rationed, quar- 
tered and disciplined, for the officers who organized them had been 
comrades in their military education. I t  would seem, therefore, 
that local conditions were not responsible for the  greater prevalence 
of fever in the Confederate camps. The United States army of the 
Potomac was largely recruited from the urban population of the 
New England and Eastern States I n  its ranks there was certainly 
a larger proportion of city men than in the  Southern army. This 
appears to  have a bearing on the greater frequency of typhoid fever 
in the latter. Increased rates also prevailed in the  Union army 
as its strength was augmented by the arrival of fresh troops, but  
the monthly rate did not raise above 15 '3, while in  the Con- 
federate camp the rate in September was 4%; 3 per ~housand of 
strength. 

Thus  i t  appears from tllc records that  the rat0 of sickncss 
and death in the Conferlcrxte army mas almost 300 per 
cent. greater than in  tht. 1Jilion army. 

T h e  next  year, to tJr~ly, 1863, n-c find t h t  following 
statement, pagtl 207 : 

These figures, as far as they go, strengthen the conclusion, de- 
rived from the statistics of the Confederate Army of the  Potomac, 
that  the Southern troops suffered more from the continued jevers than 
the Union army during the epidemics consequent on the aggre- 
gation of susceptible niittcrial. 

Again, pagc 207 : 
In  fact, if the  rates of fatality just cited be applied to rates of 

prevalence in the  armies of the Potornac, the average mortality 
rate in the rebel army will be found to have been 7.62 monthly per 
thousand of strength, as compared with 2.33 among our Northern 
troops. 



Union soltlicr withstood the fevcrs and epidemics better 
than the Confederate. 

Medical Volwnc 11, IIistory of the \Vnr of the Re- 
bellion, page 26, speaking of the relativc cases of tliarrhtra 
and dysentery alone between the Cni t rd  Statcs and Con- 
federate armies of the I'otomac, says that '( the casrls in the 
Confetlerate army wcrcl 740 per thousand of strerigtli, while 
in  the United States army i t  was 407." This discasc, as 
all know, was the caurc of'a large percentage of thc~ tltlaths. 

Page 63 and 64, Volrlune 111 : 

The unbolted corn-meal, which formed the  farinaceous staple of 
the Confederate ration, was certainly a prolific cause of intextinal 
irritation, especially in  troops subject to  the  influence of strong 
predisposing conditions, " " " ++ 

The presumption is that ,  a t  the  time of their capture, m m y  of 
the  prisoners were suffering from diseases resulting from insufficient 
diet and from the exposures and continued fatigues incident to 
military movements preceding the disaster that  brought about their 
captivity. 

'lr ar- B u t  no doubt exists as to their oondition on t h t '  
rival a t  the prison. This is recorded by many of the 
inspecting officers. I n  fact " the dchilitatcd condition of 
the men from previous hardships and exposurrs," o r  words 
of similar tenor, arc of frequent occurrence in  all wports 
relating to the sickncss and lrlortality of thc prisonc~rs. 

I'agc 65, Vol~lmcx 111 : 

The chief reuse of the mortality is to be found in the  fact that a 
large number of'tlw prisoners arrived a t  the depot broken down, 
in  advanced stages of disease, sonie, iri fact, nloribund, and olhers 
past all hope for treatment 

1 again call attention to what has Iweu beforc i t a t f d  io 
this article quoted from page 70, same 1)ooli. 

Even with tlic same provisions, in thc first montlii of 
the war, we find tlie greater prc~valcnc~c of diicaw and 
death in the Coufcdt~mtc a r ~ n y ,  ; ~ i l  tllt, co~~;lition' SOY it2 





rebuild, and these helps it is known the Confederate soldier 
did not have. 

Frank  H. Johnson, now a resident of Indianapolis, and 
connected with the firm of G. IT. Shover & Co., carriage- 
makers, says that he enlisted a t  Dallas, Texas, as a private 
in Company B, Sinetecnth Texas, in 1862, :lnd \\as a 
nwmber of and with that regiment r~ritil the war calosed. 
Tha t  their rations consisted of corn meal, bwf,  ant1 :I little 
salt. The corn meal mas unbolted, and th:tt t l ~ v  only 
means they liad of sifting i t  was with a t in can, t h t  lmttonr 
of which they had punctured with a nail. That  at  one 
time for a period of over a ycar thcre \ \as  not a pori~rcl of 
wheat flour issued to thcir command. The corn nlwl and 
beef wai  procured from the country and not by rvgular 
issues. The  only issues th:rt werc maclc b! thc, ('om- 
itliisariut was a t  Canldcn, Arkansas, ant1 on the I h l  Iii\-cr 
Campaign, and then the corn ~lreal \ m i  of stlc.11 bat1 c l r i a l i t>  
that i t  \vooltX riot I~:L\-e bcwr 115etl esccpt from i11rc.r I I ( T Y +  

sity. During all of the timc he \ \as i n  the .cr\~ic~cl 1 1 t h  

ucver saw any tcx or cmoffcc. 'I'llat the t1i:xrhtxyi ant1 (1.1 ~ ( , I I -  
tcry resdt ing from their diet prcv:rI(mt tlirorlglrorrt 
their army to an :~l:~rr~ring c s t c ~ ~ t ,  alitl tliat in on(% \LW, 
their rogirncnt, which nuinbercd, lank :ind f i l c t ,  1,100 r r r c L r r  
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Union soldier when taken prisoner. All thcsc things that 
were in favor of the ITnion soldier, healtll, strength, nat- 
ural vigor, to which may be adtlcd t l l ~  greater enthu4:tsiti 
born of victories on the b:tttle-tielti, 11:ttl to he ~ \ ipc~t l  out 
and thc tables turned, ant1 1 1 ~  had to I)e snbj,jectcd to the 
same privations, and a hundred-fold \sorsrx than those. that 
l m l  been endl~recl by the Soutllcrn eo1dic.r in the, ficltl, 
\\llilc the Confederate soldier lrad to be sopplictl with ailti 
brought to the isomforts and rcn~edics that had I W ~ I I  tltr~ 



defender of the view3 of' Dr. Wycth, a t  least by no intelli- 
gent defender. 

Comparative statenlcnts of losses arc difficult to rnakc, 
for the reason that at all of the northern prison depots 
records were kept, and in but two of the prison depots of 
the south was tllcrca any record Irft. Spcaliing of the 
reports of the prison tlcpots that were nndcr the  charge of 
the United States, we lint1 in  Medical Volume 11, page 31, 
Medical and Surgical Ili5tory of the ltc~bellion, t h t  follow- 
ing : 

Altogether the  reports must be considered quitc as complete as 
those which represent the sickness and mortality of our own :~rnlies. 
I n  the  case of the United States prisoners held by the  Confeder- 
ates, on the  other hand, little statistical information can be ob- 
tained for any of the large depots except Andersonville and Di~n-  
ville, beyond the  number of gr:tves found after the close of the war. 

Page 32, s : ~ ~ n c  hook, says : 

The original hospital register of the f:rmous prison a t  Anderson- 
d l 8  has fortunately been preserved and is now deposited in the 
office of the  f\<ijutxnt-(ieneral. This book records 17,S76 admissions 
of prisoners to llospitds between February 24, 1804, 811.1 April 17, 
1865. Out of this number 12,541 deaths are recorded. 

On page :I8 of' t11c saincl \-ol~~rllc \rc f in t l  thc fo l lo~ i r lg  : 

I t  will be shown in a future chapter on t,he general subject of 
sickness and mort.ality tlmong prisoners of w,r ,  that  the trc:~trnant 
of prisoners by the  United States authorities was very clifferent 
from that  which prisoners in  the  hands of the Confederates re-  
ceived. As a genera1 rule, they were housed in wooden barracks, 
provided with ridge ~rentilation, and quite as good as those used 
for the United St:~t.es troops in pernlanent camps. Where barracks 
.or buildings ware not ~erviceable tents were supplied. 
The ration was quite liberal, and the difference in money value 
betweerl the  rSLtion actually used and that  allowed to lynited States 
soldiers was credited to the prison fund, on which the  surgeon in 
charge was authorized to draw for the purchase of vegetables and 
antiscorbutics for the sick. 



Medical Volume, Par t  111, Medical and Surgical His- 
tory of the Rebellion, page 54, & ye Camp Morton, says : 

The diet in both prison and  hospital was good and sufficient; 
vegetables were freely used and the hospital fund liberally ex- 
pended in the  purchase of delicacies for the  sick. Soft bread of 
excellent quality was issued daily from the post bakery. 

WC also call attention to the staterilents of each one of 
the officers and men, and the pbyqicians and citizens, that 
are included in this article, in regard to the condition of 
Camp Morton, both as to the prison and hospital, as to 
the provision for the ncmssitics of the prisoncrs. EIaving 
done this, me now desirc to call attc~ntiou to thv corn- 
parativc statenicnt of ~ i c ~ l i n e i ~  and t1c:tth annr~ally in tlic 
principal linitctl States dcpots for Confetlerntc priionerh. 

Medical Volun~e,  P a r t  11 I ,  Mcdiwl ant1 8r1rgic:il ILib-  

tory of the 12cbcllior1, pagt. ( ; I ,  sho\ri  tltc folio\\ i ~ ~ g  clc:ttll 
rate pc.r 1,000, as f o l l o ~  s : 

Camp Donglass, Illino~s, 21 1 ,  Alton, Illinois, 5 i 0, 
ftock Island, Illinois, 98 0, ('amp Aforton, Indinnn, 4t1 7, 
Johnson's Island, Illinois, 0 i, (h rnp  Chase, Ohio, 15 2, 
Elmira. New York, 241 0. Fort Drlawwe, 47 4, 
Point Lookout, Marylar~d, 4ii. 1 All these depots, 05 7 (average) 



States in the last citation quoted, says the annual death- 
rate per 1,000 men admitted to Camp Morton was 46.7. 
L e t  those who read the record judge. I t  would be well, 
however, to let his statclmcnt on this matter, when con- 
trasted with the record, be borne in mind in reading his 
itatenients as to the lack of rations, brutal treatment, 
freezing, ctc., in Camp Morton. I f  hc missed by more 
thau three hundred per cent. of actnal dri~ths,  what are we 
to judge as to his otlwr statenicnts in regard to  treatment 
of prisoners a t  Camp Morton :) 

I n  the. cornparativ(~ statement conwrning Camp Morton 
and tlic otlicr prison depots, I wish to call attention to the 
fact that four of tllc 11inc Iravc a larger death-rate than 
Canip Morton, :uid tllat another i i  only thl-ce-tcxntlls of one 
less, while another is ollly one, ant1 three-tt 11tlln ~ C S S  011 the 
1,000. 1 ' 1 1 ~  dise:tws 1 1 ; r r r i c d  ilr all t l ~ c ~  c:rnip.i--:rnd we 
find the s:tmr in t11r ('onli~tloratc prison dcpoti-arc con- 

......................................... Specified diseases. J , I  75 
........ Wounds, injuries : ~ n d  unspecified tfiserises. 12 

-- 

Ant1 of thew d(l:ltlis t l l ~  l a r g ~ r  portion (wwrrcd Iicforc 
tlic tirnt, of ~ \ l l i c h  Dr. \Vyvtll ritrs-\\.lir.n thc Fort Doll- 
alctson :uiel J'ort H('nry priioncrs \rclro there. Of' iht.ir 

cwndition \\ llcn t l ~ c y  a n  ivcd \re. 1 i : r ~  nlrcatly ipol<csrl. 
I n  a foot notc, Dr .  \V?;clth say5 : " A t  Antlt~rsonvillv, 

Ga., 333 Union t ) r i s~ner i ,  ; ~ n d  a t  Elmira, X. 3'. , 245 Con- 
federates out of cvcry 1,000 pcrisl~otl." 



I t  had not been our intention to enter into the su1)ject 
of Confederate prisons, onr only object being to present 
Camp Morton in its trnc light. S o r  shall we now go into 
any description of the terrible scenes in and abont the 
Confederate prison depots. T l ~ e s c  l ~ a v e  been rcviewcd 
over and over, and their rcnlcn~brance c:in be productive 
ol'no good, and in this artirle 1 shall only spcak of AnOcr- 
wnvi l l (~  becausr the author of "Cold C l ~ w r "  has srcn fit 
to  compare it indirectly with Camp Alorton, antl in this 1 
sllall only rcfcr to its chat11 record as compared wit11 tl~cl 
rlcatli record of Camp Morton. 

Concerning the hospital a t  Audcrsonville wc lint[ ill the 
Medical and Surgic:d History of the Iicbellion, M(dical 
\'olnmc 111, accredited to the statistics dcrivetl from tlic 
origis~ul 1.egisfem of tlic hospitals a t twhcd to t l ~ c  Antler- 
wi~vi l l e  antl Danville prisons, p a p i  33 and 34, the fhl- 
lowing : 

The Antlersonville register, extending from February 24, 1 , W ,  
to April 17, 1865, inclusive, shows the number of admissions from 
the  stockaded prison to have been 17,875; but as 45Sof these :&re 
reported as having heen cases of wounds and injuries antl 1,430 
have no diagnosis entered against their names, the cases of specific 
diseases number only 15,987. The result in 936 of these cases is 
not recorded, so that the  number of cases of specified diseme t l ~ a t  
may be traced to their determination is reduced to 15,021. O f  
these 11,086 died, or 73.7 per cent of the  whole number. 

.\nd this docs not incalritlc t l ~ c  clcatl~s ill tire prison. 

From the fignrcs and statcinents tlini qivcn, i t  will 
>c5cn t h a t  evcry ])o\sibl(> ~lun~l)el -  that \\oultl incrcasc> 111(,  

tlcath ~ a t i o  is snbtr:rctcd, and only those cases that arc1 
tracmblc to specified tliscascs ant1 thrir  1mo~rn  rcs~tlts :LIY. 

given. Thus 458 wonntls and i~? j~ i r i cs ;  1,430, 110 tli:io- 
nosis, and 946 in which tho result is not rccorclcd, m:Aiiie 
a total of 2,834 wl~ic*li arc deducted h n l  t l i ~  total nulrl- 
her admitted to the l~oipitnl. T l ~ r ~ s  thc Antlcrsonvill(~ 



prison secures, in that rcd~~c t iou ,  that much of a reduc- 
tion 011 it,s dcath ratio. Continuing t h e  qnotation rcatl : 

This enormous mortality is an index of the condition in which the 
unfortunate men became reduced before they were admitted to 
this so-called hospital. The professional mind is shocked in en-  
deavoring to realize the ccencs presented in ari establishment, the 
wards of which formed the portals of the  grave to three out of 
every four soldiers who had the misfortune to enter them. Indeed, 
i t  appears that large numbers died uncared for in the  prison, and 
were removed to hospital simply for record and interment. Some 
tirrles the deaths in the prison outnumbered those in the hospital. 
The reports for the week ending September, 1864, show the 
occurrence of 336 deaths in the former (the ~ r i s o n )  and 334 in the 
latter establishment. At this particular time, one-half of the fatal 
cases were already terminated when taken up on the  hospital 
register. The averup numLer o f  deaths that occurred daily during the 
occupation of olepot was thirly ; t t i l  as litany as cx hundred deaths were 
recorded in a single day. Certainly t,he most fatal field of the  war 
was that  enclosed withill the stockade ttt Andersonville, Cieorpia. 
Ratios calculated from the hospital register have a melancholy 
interest as indicating the manner in vhich these men were cut 
down in the  flower of their manhood. 'rhey have no hearing on 

the  fatality of the specitietl diseases, as the number of those sick 
the stockade is not known; but the information yielded 

concerning tlie relative prevalance of certain grave disease6 is as 
definite if complete records of sickness were a t  command. 

During t h ~  six months (March i to August 31,1864), 7,712 deati,s 
occurred in the average strt,ngth of 1' )  4,53 prisoners preserit, 
equalling :In annual rate ot 792 X per thousand, or the  extinction 
of thp wholt. 1'1,453 in about fifteen months. 



I)arative recorcl of Andersonville and Camp Morton. Dr.  
Wyeth llas only called attention to the sick and death rate, 

me shall uot go beyond that into the comparative 
statements as now found of record, concerning thc care of 
prisoners a t  Camp Morton and Audersonville, nor any 
other prison depot. H a d  it not been for the comparative 
statements made by tlle author of'" Cold Cheer " we would 
have been content to have made only the statenwnts, sup- 
ported as they are by the records and the cviclcnce of 
witnesses yet alive, concerning the treatment of p r i s o ~ ~ c r s  
a t  Carny Morton, antl havc rested our case, with tllc fnll 
helief that the verdict of thc honest men and women of 
this Nation, and the soldiers, IJnion and confederate alikc, 
would he, that the Iinited States authorities, the soldicrh i n  
charge of Camp Morton, o%wrs and men alike, tht. c~itisscirs 
of Indianapolis, and the peoplc of Indiana did all that it 
was possible to do for those wl~onl the fortnnes of \ jar sent 
to Camp Morton as prisoners of war. The  soldic~rs of' 
Indiana, the citizens of Indiana, did not bring upon the 
people the discussion of' this subject. Neither pen I I ~ I *  

voice of our soldiers, nor of those who mere civilia11, 
during the war, nor of our sons or dirughters who haves 
grown to manhood or womanhood since the war, sought to 
open the records that wcrc made from 1861 to 186.5 either 
by the North or by the South. F o r  thc valor and Ilcroi,it~l 
of the solclicrs of the South we shall ever have the most 
profound respect; to our comrades of the Union Arm! 
who yet livc., oitr dwpest love and frientlsl~ip s11:rll ever b(' 
extendcd ; the i)r:tvc., heroic s o d s  ~ h o  fell by otlr hitic. 
or who hreathetl t h ~ i r  lives out in hospitals or as prisot~eri  
of war, our rr~enlorics shall cvcr 11old i l k  rc>vcrcnc.e aL 

heroes of the noblest tyl)c, \\-orthy a placcl in tllc brigIltcsi 
annals of thv country they llelpctl to savc ; \v\.c stant1 clvel. 
ready to defend the good name antl f211:ilc of tl~csc-of all 
thcsc. The  days of carnage have passed for those of' n i  
who wore the b l ~ ~ e ,  or n o r e  the gray, a11d a nelv and 



Brightcr era has dnwncd. Let  all look to the present and 
the future. 

New relations, stronger, iirmer, I)ettcr and holier, than 
in all the years that prcccdctl the war, have been forzetl  
in the twenty-six years since tht' war closed. The  families 
of the North anti the South h a w  come into closer relation- 
ship, bound, ctcrnally bound, iu thc fetters of' love that 
have united hearts and l~a~icl \  of the S o r t h  to the heart:: 
and hands of the Soath in houscholtls of p a c e ,  content, 
love, and happinc~ss.;. Monu~ncnts  of stone and bronze, 
North, South, East and West, are reared heavenward, 
catching the first rays of tlrc morning sun as i t  comes over 
mountain and plain, telling to boy ant1 girl in their morn- 
ing of life the story of tlrcir country's history and tlic 
valor of her sons, and the nol)lc self-sacrifim of' her 
daughters ; and as the rays of the setting srln corn(> 1)arll- 
ward in the autumn cwnings into our valleys and onto our 
hills, giving to the brightly tinted foliage of a departing 
year, a beauty greatw f i ~ r  than that of its carljcr days, so 
do its rays light the summiti of tlioscb shafts f o ~  the 
dimning eyes of t l ~ v  Anlerican soldier whcrevcr found, 
telling him in the a u t ~ ~ r n n  of' his ]if(., that his people, his 
State, his Nation, tllc great I ic l~t~l~l ic .  I\ ill evcr honor th(x 
truc, the brave, th(b ~n:~~ri; i~ii;noils Anle~.icar~ solilicr. 

Iteipwtfully hlll~n~itted, 
J .I Jl l<S JL. C ~ L K S A E I A S .  








