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Mr. Root and Peace 

I must first of all thank our illustrious Chairman, 
Mr. Clioate, for tlie very kind manner he referred to 
Brazil. I can assure him that if we had to answer the 
question I see in the newspapers: "Who are the 
greatest living Americans ? "h i s  name would come to 
our minds one of the first, as the most complete person- 
ification of old .jnierica. 'IITliile we wonder, like all the 
world, a t  the i~icreclible growth of new America, i t  i \  
to the old, as  i t  will always survive in books like thosc 
of Tocqueville and Bryce, that we owe our noblest 
ideals. 

I t  is indeed a great pleasure for me to take part ill 
this magnificent demonstration in honor of Xr. Root, 
as  I consider one of the greatest fortunes of my life 
to have heen a t  my post of Washington and so clow 
to hirn during tlie years when lie ilnpressed his mark 
on the foreign policy of the United States. He under 
stood that that policy should be based upon the Monroe 
Doctrine. I n  other words, lie read tlw Monroe Doctrincb 
as a complete code of foreign policy: towards this Con- 
tinent, solidarity; towards the rest of tlie world, gootl 
will and peace. 

I t  is always an ungrateful task to try to separate the 
Secretary of State from the President, of whose A d  
ministration he is, although tlie greatest, only one of 
the tributaries. In  the present case i t  would be a m0.t 
futile one, as the Secretary of State followed throngli- 
out his course the guidance given him by the President 
with the most brilliant and fa r  reaching act of his 



( i  ovemment : tlle meiliation that led Russia and ,Japan 
to conclude th i~ i r  peace on American territory. 

On t l ~ a t  day tlir Cnitetl States was rccwgnized as tlle 
itlost potcnt f w t o r  f o ~  existing in the world. Tlrc ~ ; I I C C >  

work of Secretaq- Boot was to make of that flash, 
wliicli lighted t l ~ e  whole earth, a 1w-manelit l)eai*on; to 
convert that 1)ersonal i~npnlse into a systeinatic na- 
tional policy. IIe succeeded in it to such an extent 
t l ~ a t ,  if the charge of pxmanent  Arbitrator for the 
Nations was created, 1 believe he would be their first 
cal~oice. Indeed he stands to-day as  the foremost r e p  
resentative of the cause of peace among the statesnleri 
of tlie world. This position he owes to his irnpartiality, 
llis serenity, his good judgment, hih broad syrnpatl~y 
wit11 mankind. but lie must feel proud that he won it 
without ever liaving l ~ a d  to di-guise from anyone his 
~ t r o n g  Americ~unism, in t l ~ c  sense of loyalty to tlrt. 
\vllole Arrierican ('ontinent. 






