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CLAIMS OF COKFEDERATE SOLDIERS. , 

OK IXVALII)COMMITTEE PENSIONS, 
HOUSE01.' REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday, June  19,  1916. 
The committee met a t  10 o'clock a. m., IIon. Joscph J. Russcll 

(acting chairman) presiding. 
Mr. RUSSELL. AS the I-Iouse n~ects  a t  11 o'clock to-day and a roll 

call has been ordcred upon a bill rcportcd from this cornmittcc, I 
suggest that  we proceed with the hcaring. 

This hcaring is u on 13.R .  478, introduced by Mr. Tillinan. 
(The bill is as fol 7ows :) 

[H. R.478, Sixty-fourth Congres, first session.] 

A BILL To pay to Confederate soldiers and to the widows of ( onfederate soldicrs $500, and $30 permonth 
duling the remainder of t h e ~ r  lives. 

Whereas a large amount of money, approximati~i:. $100.000,000, was secured and col- 
lected from t.he people ol the South during the Civil War and the reconstruction 
period that followed, from the followin:. named sources: First,, from captured and 
abandoned pro pert,^; second, from confiscated property; and, third. from the col- 
lection of cotton tax from eighteen hundred and sixty-three to eighteen hundred and 
sixty-eight; and 

Whereas what is known as the "cotLon tax" was illegally collected; arid 
\T'hcreas the South prior to lhc Civil Yar and since that lime abunclantly proved her 

loyahy to the Union, gamely lost, without murmuring four million slaves valued at 
$2 030.000.000. gave to the country much in military service, and added much 
territory through the genius and diplomacy of her s!atemcn; 

Whereas fifty years after the unfortunate struggle between the States there exists 
only a scattered remnant of the gray chivalry that rarely lost a battle, many of 
whom are maimed and unable to work; 

Whereas it  is desirable to destroy the last vestage of sectional feeling and emphasize 
( the fraternal spirit that should obtain in a happily reunited country, and to permit 
a generous and a just Government to recompense i n  part the South for her losses 
not justified by  the stern demands of war; 

Whereas it is practically impossible to restore the "cotton tax" illegally collected, 
or other property confiscated, to the people from whom i t  was taken during and 
after the war; and 

Khereas the surviving soldiers of the Confederacy are conspicuous and deserving 
representatives of said section: Therefore 
B e  i t  enacted by the Senate and  IToouse of Representatives of the United States of America 

i n  Congress assembled, That upon the passage of this act there shall be paid to each 
soldier who served in the Confederate Army and to each widow of any Confederate 
soldier the sum of $500, and that in  addition to this payment such soldiers and such 
widows shall be paid quarterly the sum of $30 per month each during the remainder 
of their lives. 

SEC.2.That this act shall be administered by the United States Pension Office. 
SEC. 3. That to carry out the provisions of this act the sum of $100,000,000 be, and 

the same is hereby, appropriated. 
SEC.4. That this act shall be in  force from and after its passage. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Whom do you dcsire to have appear first M r .  
Tillman ? 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I introduce Col. J. Taylor Stratton, 
a Confederate veteran, of Richmond, Va., as the first speaker. 
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STATEMENT OF COL. J .  TAYLOR STRATTON, OF R. E. LEE 
CAMP, NO. 1 ,  CONFEDERATE VETERANS, RICHMOND, VA. 

Col. STRATTOX.Mr. Chairman ant1 gentlcnlen of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, as a member of It. E. Lce Camp, No. 1,Confeder~te 
Vctcrms, of the city of Ilichmontl, Va., the oldest Confederate 
organization in this country, 1 appear before your honorable com- 
mittee in support, as best I may, of the bill now pending before you, 
which cornrncnds itself to my judgment, the principles of which meet I 

my hearty approval and which I hope will receive your favorable 
consider a t '  mn. 

I consider i t  an opportune time to commend to you tho bill offered 
by the 11011. John N.  'L'illman, of ,lrkt~nsas, to makc restitution to the I 

Confctleratc soldier of the money collected by  the United States 
Government from captured antl abandoned property, confiscated 
propcrty, and from the cotton tax collected from 1863 to 1868, as 
the passions antl prcjudices engendered by  the war have passed away, 
and we are now cleclarctl a rcunited people. 

Thank God, i t  has been the proud pcrogative of our American 
peo lc to csem lify the teachings of a noble Christianity and so far 
as t Re War of t !c Sixties, to ascribe to each side sincerity of purpose 
and honesty of action, antl to accord to cach the privilege of preserv- 
ing their hallowed memories, and cherishing their heroic past. We 
feel in such an atmosphcrc, where human prejudices have ceased. to . 
exist, and fraternal love reigns supremc, that  "Man in the sunsh~ne 
of the world's new spring stands trans arent like some holy thing." 

I s  i t  a fact, arc we indeed one, wit I! 1 common love, common hopes 
and common aspcrations; bound in the cords of friendship stronger 
than the mystic ties of secret brotherhood? Do we regard w ~ t h  
c ual pride the heroic dccds of the Union and Confederate soldier 
w\ich made glorious the name and fame of the American soldier? 
Now i t  docs sccm that from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf, from the 
broad Atlantic to the far off billows of the Pacific that  every State is 
bound together in the strong 1)ontls of a real union and all united in 
the lasting cords of brotherly love, now far across the dark waters 
of artisan political agitation and party strife calming with hallowed 
ligzt, their troubled wares the star of real once sheds its cheering 
rays. Truly peace has come. "God give &is blessing on the fact 
and on thc name." 

As early as 1854 Gen. U. S. Grant wrote to Gen. John B. Gordon 
in reference to cstahlishing a hospital in New York City for Con- 
federate vctcrans, as follows: 

You may rely upon me For rendering all the aid I can, in carrying out the design 
oE our committee; hoping that your meeting wlll secure success and promising my 
support, financial arid otl~crwise 

I am, yours, truly, 
U.  S. GRAVT. 

I have taken this from the records of the Confedcrated ~ou thekn  
Memorial Associations, one of the most influentid and largest organ- 
izations of ladies in the United States. 

When Lee Camp Soldiers' Home mas established many, very many, 
contributions wcrc made by Grand Army posts and Union veterans 
throughout the North. A distinguished Union soldier, and an officer 
in the 11:levcnth Vermont Infantry, being desirous of doing something ' 
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to aid the Confederate soldier made his pension, wllicll was a large 
one, over to Lee Camp Soldiers' Home for the bencfit of the veterarls 
there. "No nobler act has ever been done in all the tide of tirrlc nor 
indeed can be; i t  doth all fullness fill." Long will our boys rcmem- 
her the generous action of this noble "Green Mountain boy." 

Generous actions have been taken by the United States Govern- 
ment in carirlg for the graves of the Confederate dead on northern 
soil. The meeting a t  Gcttysburg in 1013 showed a reunited soldiery, 
and as the men of the blue and the men of tllc gray stood upon that  
historic battle field i t  secrnctl indeed that  all the ('clouds that  lowered 
upon our house were in the deep bosom of thc ocean burietl." 

The South has appreciated these nohlc actions of thc North, and 
when the call to arms as made during the Spanish-American War the 
sons of the Confederat,~ soldiers, and cvcri the old Confcdcratc soldicr 
himself, obeyed the c:~11, and side by side with the IJnion veterans arld 
their sons marched under the Stars and Stripes, and by their heroic 
devotion, added new luster to the American arms; and our Prcsidcnt 
has recently called out the soldiers of our country to protcct Amcrican 
interests on Mexican soil. Watch the southern boys, sons of Con- 
federate soldiers, spring to arms and su7cep away the Villas and 
Carranzas and plant the Stars arid Stripes upon the halls of the 
Montezumas. I have made these allusions to show that  the people 
of our common country arc united, that the Xorth has cxtcnclcd the 
olire branch, which has been accepted by the South. Even our war 
songs seem blended. Your Tenting To-night on the Old Camp 
Ground has been appro riated by us, and is sung by  the boys in gray 
around many a camp ?ire, bringing back hallowed memories of (lays 
long ago; and our Dixie is hcarti in many northern music halls and 
at the head of your marching battalions-that Dixie, whose martial 
strains will ever inspire to lofty actions and heroic deeds the patriot 
sons of every clime. 

Believing, then, that the expressions I hear all around of union 
and brotherly love are not hypocrisy, not a sham, nor a delusion, 
but  a fact, we are emboldened to come before you gentlemen of the 
committee and ask you to pass the Confederate restitution bill offered 
by the Hon. Mr. Tillman, of Arkansas. 

This bill proposes to return to the Confederate vctcrans, who 
served honorably in the Confcdcratc States, Army or Navy (such 
service to he determined by the rccords of the IJnitcd Statcs War Dc- 
partment a t  Washington, D. C . ) ,  and to the widow of the said Con- 
federate soldicr, the money collected by  the United Statcs Govcrnmcnt 
from captured and abandoned property, confiscated pfoperty,
and collection of the cotton tax from 1863 to 1868. I t  shoultl he 
returned to the Confederate soldiers as all of the captured and almn- 
doned property was the property of either thc Confederate soldier, 
or their parents or guardians, as no one else during the war, in the 
South, held title to property; if they did, i t  was inconsiclerable. 
Even the horse of the cavalryman was his individual property, so 
was other captured property; i t  belonged to no government under 
the sun. The same is true of abandoned property, and as all this 
property rightfully belonged to the Confederate soldier, either by  
title or inheritance, i t  should be returned to him. 

As to the cotton-tax collection, this is doubly so, if possible. No 
one owned cotton in the South during the war save the soldier himself 
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or his parents; all sons of the southern planters werc in the Confetl- 
crate Army. Now, as i t  is impossible to makc restitution to the idcn- 
tical person from whom i t  was collectctl, or find the individual heirs of 
saitl person after the lapsc of 50 ycars, antl as the Confedcrate soldiers 
arc the heirs of saitl persons, a t  least by implication, i t  docs seem to 
be but  poetic justice, antl I believe real and legal justice, that  rcsti- 
tution of the cotton-tax collection should be made to the Confederate 
soldier, especially as the collcction of the cotton tax  has been (Ieclared 
by  the Unitcd States Supreme Court as illegally collcctecl. 

If from the land bcyontl the river the voices of those in the spirit 
world could come back to us they woultl say, Make restitution of this 
money to the old. vctcrans of the South. 

I. again ask you to pass this hill. With your approval such rcsti- 
tution would be hailed with delight, I believe, by all our southern 
peoplc, for all of the Confctlcrate camps h a w  indorsed it. I t  has also 
been indorsctl by those large ant1 inIluential organizations of southern 
women, the Confcdcratc Southern Memori:d iissociation, and the 
Unitcd Daughters of the C'onfedcracy. 

We feel that if this restitution is made i t  should be made a t  once, 
if the Confcderatc soldier is to be benefited thereby, for they arc 
rapidly passing away. They havc sllrcatly passed over the hill top of 
time and arc standing, as i t  were, upon the margin of the grave. 

And now, v r~ t l emen  of thc committee, we ask you to report favor- 
ably this hilt  hccausc we bc.licvc i t  is right,, and you havc ample 
precedent for such action. 

In  1002 (Jan. 9) thc Federal Government made restitution to the 
people of the South of thc direct-tax fund antl paid to Virginia alone 
the sun1 of $442,702.77. 

The Unitcd States Government has in recent ycars made payment 
to the Itichmond College for occupancy of the propcrty by  the 
Fedcral authorities during the war or immediately thereafter, and to 
the Virginia Military Institute for damage done to their propcrty 
during the war of several thousand dollars. 

I ask you gentlemen to return with your approval this bill. The 
Confederate veterans want it. The Union veterans will, I believe, 
approve, and the good, nohlc, and true all over our land will approve 
your action. 

Mr. I~USSELL. How many Confcdcratc survivors of the Civil War 
arc there ? 

Col. S~RATTON.  General, i t  is im~ossible to tell. 1 have tried in 
every way to find out exactly how'many there were, but  any state- 
ment about i t  woultl be only a guess. I am an expert accountant 
by  profession, and I never guess a t  anything. Unless I can make a 
report from the actual figures, I say nothing a t  all. I t  is utterly 
impossible to say how marly there are, because we did not preserve any 
record of the men who werc riot surrcnclcred and who were in Federal 
prisons. 

The CIIAIRMAN. There are probably 150,000 of them? + 
Col. STRATTON. I am not going to make a guess, because I might 

be wrong. 
The CIIAIRMAN. How many Southerrl States are paying pensions 

now ? 
Col. STRATTON. I think all of the Southern States are giving 

pensions. 
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The CIIAIRMAN. Would i t  not  be bettcr to have a certain appro- 
priation of money made to the States and let the States pay the 
pensions instead of the Fcdcral Government ? 

Col. STRATTOX. Well, that  is a question for you gentlemen of the 
committce to determine. That  is a question upon which you might 
confer with Mr. Tillman. 

The CHAIRMAR..I t  might avoid some contsitutional questions 
that  might arise. 

Col. STRATTON. No, sir; I do not think therc are any constituitonal 
questions involved. I am not a constitutional lawyer nor any other 
kind of lawyer, although I have read law. I have been a little of 
everything. I t  seems to me I have been into everything in the 
world except the jail. I have scrved in the city council, was in t h ~  
Statc legislature for somc time, and have been a member of the school 
board. EIowcver, I am not lawyer enough to pass on any constitu- 
tional uestions. 

The%HAIIZMAN.You havc over 150,000 survivors ? 
Col. STRATTOK. Ovcr 150,000 survivors? No, sir; I did not say 

that,  and i t  would be nothing more than a guess for me to say ho@ 
many I think thcrc are. I have seen a tabulated statement madc of 
the number of Confederate soldiers now in the homes, but I found 
that  they left out four or five homcs. A lady in Richmond got up a 
tabulation showing thc number of veterans in Confederate homcs, 
but  shc left out thc R. E. Lee Camp home in thc city of Richn~ond, 
Va., of which Mr. Brown and mysclf are directors. We have 300 
inmates in that home, yet Mrs. Robinson in making her compilation 
left out that home. She did not put down any soldiers' home in 
Arkansas, and Mr. Tillman can tell whether there is one there or not. 

Mr. TILLMAN. They have one. 
Col. STRATTOX. I think every Statc in the South has a soldiers' 

home. I n  the last session of the Virginia Legislature I happened to 
be chairman of the committee that  drew the Virginia pension bill and 
the soldiers' home bill, and I can say that  the State of Virginia has 
been most liberal in her treatment of the old soldiers. Of course) 
you know what Virginia went through because of the war. At  the 
close of the war she had nothing, not even a currency. I heard of a 
case the other day which illustrates the conditions a t  that  time. A 
lady said, "After the war my grandmother had nothing in the world 
left except one old army horse that  a captain and quartermaster id 
the United States Army gavc to her. The officer said, 'give i t  to 
that  littlc rebel girl who stamped her foot.' We went to work with 
that horse," she said, "and madc a living with it." Virginia, as 1 
have said, gives about $1,500,000 to hcr soldiers. 

Mr. TILLMAS. Capt. Brown will be the next speaker. 

STATEMENT OF CAPT. D. A. BROWN, JR., CAPTAIN AND 
QUARTERMASTER, R. E. LEE CAMP, NO. 1, CONFEDERATE 
VETERANS, RICHMOND, VA. 

7 

Capt. BROWN. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I' 
appear before you bearing a message from the people of my State. 
These people, the old Confederate soldiers and the widows of Con- 
federate soldicrs, are becoming restless and dissatisfied. They know 
that  the Government has this moncy, and they believe that  tho 
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moncy rightfully belongs to them. They have interviewed their Con- 
gressmen about the matter, and what do they get froin their Con- 
gressmen? They say that  this bill is a just and reasonable one and 
ought to be passed, and that  they will vote for it when it comes before 
the House. But  I have said to them, "Go before the coininittee and 
get i t  reported to the House." The Congressman from my own dis- 
trict has promised me that he would vote for the hill wheii i t  came 
before the House. 

Now, why should these Congressmen hc. putting the hill off? Why
not takc i t  up and ass i t ?  The eople arc bccoining restless and 
dissatisfied. Why s 1:ould not thc t:'overnment girc thein this rclicf ? 
I t  is not a ~rcccdcnt that vie are asking you to set. I11 thc case of 
the battlcshp dlnbamn,  when the English Gorcnmwnt paid the 
claim of thc 1-nitcd States Govcrnmcnt, what was donc? The 
United States Governinent called on the claimants for losses incurrcd 
on account of that ship to prescnt their claims. Those claims were 
paid, and the balance of the money was rcfunded to England. Now, 
why should not the Goscrnn~ent refund thc balancc' of this money 
which is due the Confcdcratc soldiers? Thcre is no use in utting 
i t  off, and thesc pcople need the relief now. As 1hare said, t 1:t y  arc 
becoming clissatisfied because of the long dclay. Congressmen from 
various districts hare told us that the bill was all right and that  they 
favored it, but that it lies with this committcc. That is thc ( ~ m n c c  
of it, and the question is right u to this committcc. Gentlemen, 
I do hope that you will take this bi 1 up  and report it to the Housc for 'I 

action. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Capt. Brown, let me suggcst this to you: This bill 
has been discussed, of course, more or less by Members of Congress in 
private conferences, and the chicf objection I hare heard to the passage 
of this bill, even from those who admit that this cotton tax  was 
illegally collected and is unjustly held by the Gorcrnmcnt, is that 
this bill, if passed, 11-ould not refund thc moncy to the pco ,lc who sus- 
tained the~losscs, but that  it would go to ex-Confederatcl so 1diers, many 
of whom did not sustain any of those 1ossc.s. They insist, further, 
that  many of the old soldiers clict not sustain any of thcsc losses, while 
many pcople who were not old soldiers did sustain losscs, and they 
would not get any benefit from it. They say that it would be a mis- 
direction of that fund to gire it to the Civil War soldiers. 

Capt. BROWK.That  might he true in some cases, but in a majority 
of cases i t  woulcl not be. Take, for instance, the fa r~ner  soldiers 
who lost their horses. The Government took thcir horses, and they 
are the men we are trying to help out. We are not trying to help 
people who do not need the help. We arc told by ?Ifemhers of 
Congress that if we will get this bill out of co~nmittce they mill 
support i t .  I am here, gentlemen, to support this measure in behalf 
of my  people. we want you to take up this bill and f ra~ne  i t  in  such 
manner as will satisfy their complaint. Now, why slroultl you not 
do tha t ?  Now is the time to take action upon it .  Many of these 
men get less than $1 per day. Do not wait until they ask for i t ,  
because this GOT-ernment did not wait for them to ask for the Aln-
bnma fund, because the Gorernment sent i t  to them without the 
asking. No~v,that  is wl1Sit we ought to do for these old Confederate 
soldiers. These men can not live on less than $1 per day, and they 
deserve all that is asked for. 1do hope that  you will takc up  this 
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bill and consider i t  for humanity's sake. This has been indorsed 
d ike  by soldicrs who wore the blue and by those who more the gray. 
I wore the gray myself before I was 16 years old, and was rvounded 
a t  Sharpsburg-- 

Mr. TRIBBLE (interposing). I feel as much interested in this sub- 
ject, probably, as you do, and I would like to ask you a question 
along the line of the suggestion made by Judge Iiussell i11 regard to 
the distribution of this fund. Don't you think that i t  would be just 
as we11 for the old soldiers if these taxes which were illegally collected 

i were returned to the States in which they were collected, giving each 
State the amount belonging to it ,  to be used for the benefit of the 
old soldicrs? For instance, the amount collected from Georgia 
should be returned to Georgia, and was collected from 
Virginia should be returncd to Virginia. 1 h n 7 t  you think that  
would he satisfactory to the old soldiers? Would i t  not be satis- 
factory to then1 to allow Georgia to distribute the fund that was col- 
lectcd from Gcorgia? If the taxes collected from Georgia should 
be returned to Georgia, I can assure you that Georgia would take 
care of the old soldicrs. 

Capt. B R ~ W N .That could be determined from the records here 
in Washington. Thesc are most correct records-- 

Mr. TRIRBLE(interposing). If this money mere refunded to Georgia, 
I will guarantee, or  the delegation from Georgia in Congress will 
guarantee, that the old soldirrs will get i t .  

Capt. BROWN. YCS, and that is just what brought me up here. 
Mr. T~r,r,arm. Is i t  not true that  immediately after the Civil VCTar 

there was a large emigration westward from Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, the Carolinas, and other Southern States, to the new 
States of Arkansas, Texas, Indiana, and other States ? 

Capt. BROWN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TILLMAN.ISit  not true that  a great many soldiers who a t  the 

time of the war enlisted in the southern army from those States and 
who are now in the West and who would not get their fair share of 
these taxes were i t  to be distributed in the way suggested by  the rice 
chairman, Mr. Russell? Is i t  not true that  a great many of the old 
soldiers in the western part of the United States m7ho came from 
States in the southenstcrn part of the country would not get a fair 
share of this monry if it were sent back to the States for distribution ? 

Capt. BROWN. Certainly they would, from the simple fact that  the 
records would show where they came from. I do not care where a 
man lives, thcy have records in the department by  which they can 
trace him up and show where he came from. He may have been 
from Virginia, Alabama, Georgia, or Mississippi, but  he can be traced. 
For instance, I had a letter from a lady a t  Cairo who wanted a pension. 

I 
Her husband came from Missouri, and i t  appeared tha t  he had served 
in the Tenth Missouri Infantry. I told her to write to the adjutant 
general, and that  they would send her a blank form to fill out, and i t  
was done. We admit soldiers to the homes on these records, and 
they come mighty near being true. 

Mr. RUSSELL. If this money were returned to the States-and I 
think it ought to be returned because i t  was illegally collected, and I 
will vote for its return a t  any time-could not the legislatures appro- 
priate if for the benefit of the Confederate soldiers of that  S t a t e  
regardless of where they may be living now ? 
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Capt. BROWN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RUSSELL. What is thc amount of those taxcs? 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. Tillman says that  hc can give you the figured 

after a whilc. Gentlcmcn, I just want to make this remark: If we 
have applications for atlmission to our soldiers' homc, whether thcy 
come from North Carolina or anywhere clsc, we send to the depart- 
ment right here and get the soldier's record, and if the record is truc, 
we admit him just AS gladly as we would a Virginia soldier. Now, 
gentlemen, that  is why me want to make this appeal to you for the 
passage of this hill. 'l'hc people of the South are dissatisfied with the 
situation, and they are becoming restless. When you take care of 
the old soldier, remcmbcr that  you are taking carc of the very back- 
bone of the country, because their children and grandchildren are 
interested in it. 

Mr. TILLMAS. Thcse arc sixty-odd million dollars in the cotton- 
tax  fund. 

Capt. BROWN. This is the rnessagc I havc for you: I do hope you 
will join together in bringing this bill out of the committee in proper 
shapc so that  i t  may be acted upon in the I-Iouse of Reprcsentatives. 
There is no trouble whatever about it. There arc 287 Congrcssmcn 
from the North, and 184 are pledged to vote for this bill. 

Mr. TRIBBLE. 1s i t  not a fact tha t  Union Army veterans all over 
the United States approvc this measure? 

Capt. BROWN. They certainly do. 
Mr. TRIBBLE. They have passed resolutions in thcir organizations 

iridorsinv i t  ? 
C a p t . % ~ o w s .  Yes, sir. The Chicf of the Grand Army of the 

Republic is in f a m r  of i t .  At  Gettysburg we had a large number of 
V i r p i a n s  in camp, and the Union veterans said, "Gentlemen, we will 
wos for this nleasure." All the camps in thc Southern States 
approve this bill. As I have said, the Grand Army pcople want this 
bill enacted. Gcntlcmen, wc do not want any more soldiers' homes. 
Do not separate a man a t  the age of 76 from his wife and children on 
account of the few more days remaining to him. They should be 
taken care of the balancc of their lives a t  homc with their families. 

Mr. TRIBBLE. Did you ever hear any complaint from any American 
citizens because of the fact that  Congress made an appropriation on 
account of the reunion a t  Gettysburg? 

Capt. BROWN. No, sir. 
Mr. Tn1Bsr.E. Did not that  mcet with the applause of practically 

every man in the United States? 
Capt. BROWN. Ye? sir; of every man. 
Mr. TII,T,JIAN. Did not the Southern people approve thc appropria- 

tion of a large amount of money to finish the Lincoln Monument? 
Capt. RROM-W. Certainly thcy did. The people from the South 

who were on thc firing line and the people from the North who wcre 
on the firing line work in harmony. There are no people who work in 
better harmony. When we built our soldiers' home thc northern 

eople sent n~erchandisc there. They work together in harmony. 
!hat is one of the greatest mistakes the South ever made in their 
lives-that is, that  we did not form an association among ourselves to  
work along that  line for the benefit of our widows and orphans. 
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STATEMENT OF DR. SAMUEL E. LEWIS, COMMANDER CHARLES 
BROADWAY ROUSS CAMP, UNITED CONFEDERATE VET-
ERANS, CAMP NO. 1191, WASHINGTON, D. C, 

Dr. LEWIS. Mr. Chairman, I can think of nothing to add to what 
has been said hcre this morning, except to say that  a distinguished 
lady, Mrs. J. Enders Robinson, of Richmond, Va., general secretary I of the United DaughCcrs of the Confederacy, has written me a letter 

I requesting me to be here this morning. I hope this committee will 
report the bill to the House for action. 

I can add nothing to what has been so eloquently said by the gen- 
tlemen who have preceded me. I Mr. TILLMAN.Mrs. R.  H. Jones, of Raleigh, N. C., has given a1 

I great many years of study to this cotton tax proposition and she is 
ready to come forward and talk to you for a time. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. R. H. JONES, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFEDERATED MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION. 

Mrs. JONES.As a representative of the Southern Confederated, 
Memorial Lissociation I wish to present for your consideration reso- 
lutions passed a t  its annual convention, indorsing the action of the  
gifted soil of ~lrkunsas,  Congressman Tillman, in a speech made in 
the House of Representz~tives oLi House bill 478: 
Wlmeas fhere is at present in the United States Treasury a sum approximatmg 

5100 000 000 whic 11 the United States sec uretl tlurinq the war and the reconstruction 
period that followed lrom the three following sources I ~ r s l, captured and abandoned 
propevty, sec.onc1. conf~xaled property, and, tlilrd, tollection of cotton tax lrom 
186%lo 1868. ant1 

Whereas what 1s known as the cotton tax has been declared illegal by the United - . 
States Supreme ('ourt; and 

Whereas it  is practically impos~ihle for the Government lo restore this money to the 
people from whom it  was captured or collect,cd during and after the war: There- 
fore be it  
Iiesolcerl. That we, the members of the Southern Confederated Memorial Associa- 

t,ion in c~onvent,ion assemhletl. do memorialize ('ongress to appropriate the sum now 
remaining in the Vnited States Treasury t,o the credit of Ihe three iunds named 
(wi(.hout detriment to any legally proven claim) for the use and benefit of Confed- 
erat,e veterans, as they are the natural heirs of those from whom this money was 
derived. 

As southern women whose all was sacrificed on the southern altar, 
we do not ask charity a t  your hands, nor even a pension-we have 
lived and suffered without it-but simply a payment of thc money 
collected into the Treasury from the South, declared illegal by the 
highest tribunal of the United States. 

The clear, unprejudiced, and exhaustive speech of Congressman 
Tillman will, we are sure, find responsive chords in your hearts and 
give us only what we ask, justice a t  the hands of the chosen repre- -sentatives of this whole land. 

I know a little bit, gentlemen, of what I speak. My father was a 
gencral in the Confederate Army and was killed a t  Antietam. Where 
I say we have lived and sufiered, i t  is nothing more than true. These 
were resolutions passed by the Southern confederated Memorial 
Association a t  the annual convention. There was an immense crowd 

resent and representatives from every State. I am sure they will 
gave a bearing on whatever decision you make. 

Mr. TII,T,MAN. I understand that  Col. Stratton wants to be heard 
on the point raised by  Mr. Tribble. 
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Col. STRATTON. For just about one minute I want to answer some- 
what the gentleman from Georgia. H e  asked whether it would not 
be fair and just to return this cotton tax to thc States, give the 
amount of the tax  collected from the cotton back to the respective 
States. I say no, and for this reason: Virginia, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, and North Carolina had very little cotton. They mere to- 
bacco States, hut they suffered as much in their tobacco as Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi and any other cotton States suffered 'as to 
cotton. Therefore, if you are goinv to return this tax all ought to 
share alike. The Virginia veteran Kas as much iritcrest in i t  as the 
Geor~ ia  vetcran, and the Georgia veteran has as much interest as the 
~ o r t RCarolina veteran, I take it, and no more. I see present this 
morning, and I believe he is a member of your committee, a distin- 
guished Virginian, Hon. E. W. Saunders. I le  can vouch for what 
I say. If  you want to return it to the States, then return i t  pro rata  
to the States according to the population of thc ccnsus of 1890. 

Mr. TRIBBLE. 1will he willing to return i t  according to the number 
of soldiers enlisted from each State. 

Col. STRATTON. So would I .  
Mr. TRIBBLE. You could not object to that ? 
Col. STRATTON. No, sir. 
Mr. TRIBRLE. That was thc idea I had in mind, according to the 

number of soldiers enlisted from each State. 
Col. STRATTOX.That is the idea I have t)een working on, and if 

you can find out about i t  you will be one of the smartest men in the 
united world, because 1have written to Washington, I have written 
to our Representative, Mr. Montague, to get it from him, and I 
wrote to Gen. Marcus J. Wright, who is a personal friend of mine, 
and he said that there is no way of determining it. Therefore, as the 
as  the ratio of population from 1860 to 1910 is the same in all the 
Statcs, take the population of 1910 and appropriate it according to 
that.  

Mr. TRIBRT,E. Nothing can he done exactly; it is just approxi-
mately. We will have to get thc approximate figures, bccausc you 
can not get them csactly. 

Col. STRATTON. I t  would seem to me that would hc the fairest 
way, because all of the States have incrcascd proportionately in the 
same ratio and population. Virginians have gone to Georgia and 
Gcorgians have gone to Virginia; Mississippians h a r t  gone to Mis- 
souri, and a lot of Virginians have gone to Texas. So, therefore, if 
you take the population of 1910 and apportion it to  the States in 
that proportion, then cvery Statc would get its just and fair proportion. 

Mr. TRIBBLE. The details of this will have to be worked out, and 
I would suggest that  a hoard be appointed from each State to carry 
this out. There will not be any trouble about i t ;  if wc can get the 
money, we will fix it all right. 

,Col. STRATTON. That  is what wc want principally, to get the money 
returned. 

STATEMENT OF EON. JOHN N. TILLMAN, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 

Mr. TILLMAN. A cursory examination of this measure may lead 
you to one view, but when you go into i t  and study i t  you will take 
the view that  i t  is the best bill on the subject sought to be covered 
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that could be prepared. I have no pride of opinion about this par- 
ticular bill just because I am its author. It was first suggested by 
the chairman, and then by  the vice chairman, that this money should 
be sent to the cotton Statcs where i t  was collected. It very soon 
became evident that that proposition would not do, because the 

r East sent a very large number of people to the West immediately 
after the War between the States, and the people who, perhaps, 
raised much of this cotton would not be in the State where the cot- 
ton was taxed and the tax collected. That proposition seems now 
to have been abandoned. Then, the itlea was advanced to give
this to the different Statcs in accordance to the number of soldiers 
in each State. That is a different method of doing exactly what 
this bill provicles. The idea of this bill is to appropriate the cotton 
tax or the money collected from abandoned property to the Con- 
federate soldiers. So, what is the use in havin complicated ma-
chinery in 11 or 12 different States, when i t  cou ?d be administered 
by the Pension Department, with its trained and salaried experts, 
or some such similar department of the Government and the money 
paid directly to the Confederate soldiers themselves. That is the 
object of the bill, to give i t  to the soldiers and not to multiply boards 
or provide numerous expensive agencies by which this money should 
be slowly and expensively disbursed. 

I have spent a good deal of time on this measurc and, in my judg- 
ment, i t  is as nearly a perfect bill ascan bc prepared or intro-
duced. I t  is not a bill for a pension; i t  is a bill for a payment. It is 
not dcnicd by anybody that  something like $68,000,000 was collected 
illegally in cotton taxes. This money was not collccted during the 
war; i t  was largely collccted after the war. On page 13 of the re- 
marks I made in the House on the 11 th  day of February last is a table 
taken from the record. I n  1863 only $300,000 was collccted; in 1864, 
$1,000,000; in 1865, $1,000,000; and 1866, after Gen. Lee had laid 
down his arms and the South had surrendered, thcre was $18,000,000 
collccted. That was in a time of profound peacc and not when the 
Nation was a t  war. I n  1867, $23,000,000 was collected, in time of 
~ r o f o u n dpeace, and in 1868, $22,000,000, making over $60,000,000 
that was illegally collected from the cotton tax after the war closed. 

Now, I will tell you why i t  would not be fair to pay i t  back to the 
people who paid the tax. Most of the pcople who paid this cotton 
tax wcre brokers living in New Orleans, Memphis, living on the 
Atlantic coast and living in Ncw York City, men who had never 
shouldered a gun, some of them foreigners. They and their heirs will 
get the procceds of this cotton tax if you give i t  directly back to the 
people who paid it. Many of the families are extinct whose heads 
paid this tax, and hence if the South is entitled to i t  a t  all, and i t  
certainly seemsjto me that i t  is, the fairest way to distribute i t  is to ob- 
serve the humanitarian principle which appeals to me very strongly- 
that of paying i t  to the South's defenders, now old and'many of them 
helpless, this illegally collected tax. Why go through the farce of 
paying i t  back to the Statcs and allowing i t  to be distributed in 
that way? We have a Pension Bureau here traincd and aid by 
the Government. Lot them distribute i t  and distribute i t  directly to  - ~ - -

the old soldiers. 
Some say Confederate veterans ought not to be paid $30 a month 

because many Union soldiers get less than that.  I have no objection, 
if Gen. Sherwood and others who are interested in this proposition 



14  CLAIMS OF CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS. 

want to make every Union soldier draw not less than $80 a month, t o  
having that made as an amendment to this bill. I do not know 
whether i t  will strrngthen the bill or riot, but if i t  will do it, insert it. 
The reason why the Confederate soldiers should get $30 a month is 
that  they arc disabled and old and can not lire on less than $1 a day, 
ant1 they have riot been drawing pensions for the last 50 years, as inany 
of the Union soldiers have. The Union soldiers --and I certainly have 
no criticism to make of them-have drawn something like $5,000,000,- 
000, while the Confederate soldiers have drawn nothing. So if they 
who arcrage about 76 years are ever to get any benefit from this 
cotton tax thiq bill sElould pass a t  once. 

There is some confusion as to when the decision was made in 
Parrington v. Saunders, the case that  went up from the district of 
Tennessee to the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court was divided. 
This court thcn was composed of nine members, all of them from the 
North, seven of them Republicans and two of them Dcmocrats. The 
court divided half and half, four to four, and for some reason Chief 
Justice Chase did not participate in that case. In  that particular 
case there was no written decision and opinion rendered. I went into 
the musty records and dug up these proceedings and all that  was said 
of record was that there were four on one side and four upon the other 
side which worked a technical affirmance of the lower court's decision. 
But  where the decision really pronouncing the collection of the cotton 
tax illegal was made was in the income-tax case, in 150 U. S., where 
i t  was decided that  that  sort of a tax was unconstitutional. 

Mr. BURKE.Are those decisions citcd in your speech? 
* Mr. TILLMAN.Yes; and I will hand copies of my speech to the 

rncmherv of the committee. 
Mr. RAMSEYER.I n  the case where the court was divided what was 

the decision of the lower court? 
Mr. TII,I,MAN. The lowcr court held against the southern conten- 

tion, but the Supreme Court divided, a court composed of two 
Democrats and seven Republicans, and all northern men. 

Gentlemen, you could not do a thing a t  this time marc just and fair. 
Our friend, Col. Brown, said hc was a t  Gettysburg. I was up tlwre 
yesterday, and I went over the battle ficld. There I talked to some 
old Union soldiers. They told me that the feeling was universal there 
a t  that  time in favor of a pension to  the Confederate soldiers. You 
wiU encounter no trouble back home among the men who wore the 
blue by  passing a measure like this. I t  is not a pcnsion in any sense; 
it is simply a restitution. Now, when the call for enlistmrnt is about 
to go forth again the bravo boys of the South will stand beside the 
brave boys of the North, and i t  is a very good time to recognize the 
South as a n  integral part of this Union, and I bclirvc the feeling is 
such that no possible criticism could arise because of the passage of 
this just measure. Occasionally we have money placcd to the credit 
of the conscience fund in the Treasury. This is conscimce money, 
money illegally collected, collected and used by  this Nation 50 yoars 
ago. The Nation will clear its conscience whrnrvcr it asses this bill. 
I would not be afraid to go among the members of the 6rand Army of 
the Republic as a northern Congressman, Republican or Democrat, 
after having voted for this bill, and justify my action. 

That  is about all I have to say, but  whenever you study this measure 
you will find that it is as nearly a perfect measure as  could have been 
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drawn. I havc no pride of opinion, as I stated, ahout the particular 
form in which the bill passes. A11 I am interested in is having this 
molloy returned to the South, where i t  belongs, and paid to the old 
Confcderatc soldiers. 

Mr. I<USSEI,I,. Would i t  be your understanding of the bill that  
when this $100,000,000, approximately, is exhauhtcd that  they would 
draw no further pay?  

Mr. TILLMAN. That  ib entirely agreeable to me. Sixty million 
dollars was illegally collcctcd and decent interejt should 1,e paid on 

t i t .  I would suggest that  future Congresses determine whether these 
payments should cease after this $100,000,000 is exhausted or con- 
tinue these payments. The average age of the Confederate soldier 1. is 76 years; they are dying at  the rate of 15 or 20 per cent a year. 
They can live but  a few years more, and i t  would bring tears to your 
eyes if you could read the bushels of letters I get from old Confederate 
soldiers who are in absolute need. They do not want the bill intro- 
duced by  Scnator Works, of California, bccause that  would provide 
them with a poorhouse and they do not want to go there. They want 
this rnoncy bccause they think the South is entitled to it ,  because they 
think i t  is a payment and not a pension, and they want i t  so that  they 
can stay a t  home and die among their friends. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Here is a criticism that  has been made b y  some and I I want to call your attention to it. Section three provides: 
That to carry out the provisioriz of this act the sum of $100,000,000 be, and the 

same is hereby, appropriated. 
This committee has no power to recommend an appropriation. ,
Mr. TILLMAN. That is true. 
Mr. RUSSEIJ,. All we could do would be to authorize i t  and it would 

remain for the Appropriations Committee to appropriate the money. 
Mr. TILLMAN. Yes. 
Mr. RUSSELI,. I did not know whether your attention had been 

called to that  or not ? 
Mr. TILLMAN. Yes. 
Mr. PARK. I want to ask Mr. Tillman this question: If the com- 5 mittee should decide that it would carry a hill of this kind to the 

floor would you be willing to cut the amount asked for? The actual 
appropriation necessary, as I figure it ,  would be smaller. There are 
about 50,000 Confederate soldiers and, perhaps, 20,000 widows of 
Confederate soldiers, making about 70,000. Five hundred dollars 
for the first year would be $35,000,000, and $30 a month would be 
$360 a year for each of those 70,000, making something like twenty- 
five or twenty-six million dollars more. So that  the $100,000,000 
would be exhausted in less than two years. I t  ought to be appor- 
tioned in such a way that  each one would have something to go on 
until his death. 

Mr. TILLMAN. My idea is that  that  could be cut to some lower 
figure, but  
some kind in order to start them off and then pay them a t  

I think they ought to have a certain cash pa 
tK ment of 

e rate of 
$30 a month. 

Mr. TRIBBLE.I have no pride of opinion about this myself, but  I 
have talked to a good many Members of Congress about i t  and a 
good many members of this committee. 
Members stagger a t  the proposition of giving a pension to Confe 

I find that  a great man 2-
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the Union :it that timc and t h a t  men who wcre outside of the Union 
should not be pensioned. I am telling you the othcr sitlc of i t  antl 
riot expressing my V ~ C W ,1 ) e m u s ~I (lo not cntcrtain that view. 
am trying to overcome that  trouble by gctting such Members in line 
with us. Many of thcm have told me that  t h y  are perfectly willing 
to rcturn this illegal tax to the Statcs ant1 let the Statcs distribute 
the money. My point was to t ry to get i t  into the harids of some 
board or nlto the hands of the States and k t  the States appoint a 
board that  would get the money to the soldicrs just as quickly as 
possible. 1may be wrong ahout that,  but my point was to try to 
brin . about a compronlisc. You know we iuust compromise in all 
legisfation. I find, as I say, that a great many Mcmbcrs object to 
that  word wnsion" in connection with thc Corifctlcratc soldiers, 
but  many wi "11 vote to return this illegal tax. 

Mr. TII,L;\IAS.I t  is not a pension; i t  is a payment. 
Mr. TI~IRBLE.But  they say i t  is the same thing. 
Mr. Trr,r,xm. I t  is not, though. 

STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK PARK, A REPRESENTATIVE 
I N  CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. PARK.111'. Cliairman and ventlernen, thcre is a time-worn adage 
of which we all apprwit~tc the Force, "That the uality of nlerc 
not strained; i t  i i  twice blessed; i t  blesses him t l la t  gives and E isim 
that rccciws." 

Viewing the situation as I do, however, I do not consitlcr i t  so 
much an act of mercy as an act of restitution, the return of this cotton 
tax, which, as :L ltiwycr, I believe war illcgdly taken. There is no 
use of going into a discussion of the merits or denicrits of the con- 
troversy, ant1 apart frorn thc lcgd view, if the people of the United 
Statcs could show by one act of this character that  the South was 
indeed mid in truth and ill fact :L part of the Union; if they could 
by joint operation, both of intciitiori antl of act, give some such 
expression on the floor of thc House of that  character, they would 
tie to the Unio~i mcn who would die if need be a t  a mon~ent's call in 
any trouble tlitlt might come in the next few years. They would go 
a t  the call, anyhow, hut they would go enthusi:~stically if they felt 
that  the Unioii still colisitlcred them not only a part of i t  on the 
statute hook but  in reality and in truth and that  their hearts beat 
in unison with the hearts of all the people of the Union. I beg the 
committee to consitler this proposed legislation seriously. Wc know 
that  this committee is composed of mcn who arc business men and 
who represent great constituencies. We would not h:iw them do 
anything improper or unjust toward any part of the Union, but  I do 
not believe there is a single Union soldier or any man who had a 
relative on that side who would in the least object to thc pensioning 
a t  this timc of the Confederate veterans. They are old and worn 
out; they get nothing now, although they have stood loyally by their 
country for 50 years; and if loyalty for 50 years car1 not prove loyalty, 
then there can not be any proof submitted to any committee of the 
loyalty of tha t  great people who fought and lost all in that  terrible 
conflict. 

(Thereupon the subcoinmittce adjourned.) 


