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We are assembled, fellow citizens, on a
day usually of thanksgiving and rejoicing,
to mingle our grief for thie loss of a mun
who was deservedly dear to his country.

The death of the illustrious Jacks0N has
overspread the land with mourning, and
while the day awakens joyful and grateful
recollections; the melancholy occasion of
our meeting fills our hearts with sadness.

The 4th July, 1776, and the 8th of June,
1845—the first, the birth-day of a great
nation, fraught with the memory of the
glorious past, and bright with visions of
the still more glorious future—the last,
the death hour of that nation’s favorite son,
the pure patriot, the able statesman, the
valiant soldier, who had throughout & long
life served his country in peace and in war,
with scarcely less devotion and success
than the man whom we delight to honor as
the Father of his Country. -

The career of Jackson stands second
only 1o that of WasuineTox, and like his,
is identified with the glory, the rising
greatness and the permanent prosperity of
our covntry. With other noble examples
of patriotism which have gladdened the
world, they have passed away and have
left us to mourn their loss.

Breathes there a man, claiming to be an
American, whose soul does not dilate with
the recollections that crowd into his mind
on this day, the wings of whose treart do
not expand and bear him triumphantly o-
ver the length and breadih of this fair land,
crected-—by the act you have just heard
read and by the valor of our forefathers—
into a vast and magpificent inheritance of
freemen ? Borne along the rugged coast
and over the granite fields of the North;
over the sunny plains and smiling vallies
of the South; over the Apalachian ridge
to the far West ; along the great valley of

the father of rivers ; over the Rocky Moun- .

tains to the shores of the Pacific; over the
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Cordilleras of the Andes, and along the
borders of the Amazon and la Plata to the
uttermost Southern Cape of our Southern
Continent——sfor the Spanish Americans
were awakened to liberty by our cheering
example«=he sees every where, throughout
the whole course of his flight, lands set
free by this great act, and every where
hears hosannas arising from grateful hearts,
and witnesses the rejoicings of a thankful
people. 'The high gratification these feel.
ings bring with them is not confined to
those of us who are at home. The Amer-
ican abroad is perhaps more sensible of
the blessings his country enjoys, than those
who partake of them on the spot. Wher-
ever he may be; whether traversing the
deserts of Arabia, or buffeting the waves
of the stormy Northern Ocean; in the
gilded halls of the Capua of Europe, or a-
midst the luxurious splendors of Asia, ev-
ery American bosom beats with triumpbant
exultation on this auspicious day—with
even more of exaltation and higher patri.
otic feelings than we experience ourselves.
He is far removed from the petty party
warfare which here sometimes disturbs the
harmony of our feelings; he remembers
only the amount of general happiness
which the Union and the Coastitution dif-
fuse among his prosperous countrymen ;
he compares the magnificence and the
misery which surround him, with the equal
blessings which all his fellow citizens en-
joy in the land of his birth; and he ex-
claims exultingly, *“in truth I have a good-
ly heritage, my lines have fullen in pleas.
ant places”—mine is the land of equal
laws, equal rights and equul enjoyments.—
There, the only distinction in station ari-
ses from the respect awarded to lalents
and services. Tlere, difference of wealth
is the result of superior industry and
knowledge. Throughout that land, every
wan walks erect in the proud conscious.
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ness that his respegtabjling and
and the future co
depend upon his own conduct and cxer-
tions.  No man stands above him in the
eve of the law; and if hic is sober, froga
nnd industrious; if he watches over the
moral and religious education of his chil.
dren, he is certain to be prosperous him.
self, and to sceure the futurc welfare of his
offspring.

Fellow citizens, 1 speak from experi.
ence. Wherever the return of this day
hus found me, T have celebrated it in my
heart; and I say to vou, that no one in
Wiis favored land expericnces, on the event.
ful 4ih of July, the same enthusiastic feel
ings of patriotism ; the same fund yeuarn.
ings; the same burning love of country;
the same pride and confidence in the wis.
dom and permanency of our institvtions,
that glow in the breast of the Fxile. If
any waver in his love of country; if any
feel discontented with the Government,
and disposed to murmur at the diflerence
»f the burthens it imposes, let him go a.
broad, and he will soon learn to estimate
justly the wonderful workings of our Con.
stitution, and the incomparable wisdom
with which it was framed, as well as to
understand and appreciate the inestimable
value of the Union which binds together
this great Confederacy of Sovereign States;
the admirable administration of justice,
carried to every man’s door, and the equal
distribution of property, so that poverty is
banished from the land—From his distant
station the Exile sees all these things at a
glance, and wonders that he should have
ever suffered his passions to blind his rea.
son while mingling in the strife of party at
home ; wonders that he should have cver
murmured at evils which are inseparable
{rom the lot of humanity, and have shut
his eyes to the many, the great, the trans.
cendant blessings he enjoyed in his own
favored land.

Vhat he sees around him will impress
upen his mind move strongly, from day to
duy, the advantages be has left behind.—
e will become convinced that the evils
his heated imagination had magnified into
oppressions, spring from the imperfections
to which all human institutions are obnox-
jous, and are inseparable from the admin.
istration of a country of such vast cxtent,
embracing so many varied productions,
and involving so many distinet interests;
and that these evils, when compared with
the actual sufferings of the people among
whom he may chance to be, are but as the
dark spots in the Sun, which serve only to
mark its revolutions, but neither dim its
lusire or diminish its beneficent heat and
light. - Seeing and understanding all this,
he will, unless he is either stupid or cor.
rupt, give thanks to God for the great and
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fortune  glorious pr‘fvxfc;;os of his birth-right; and
. N . Ay N . - . y N .
ol 0T his ¢ht 1'&)7) regurn to his conntry well satisflied witli his

lot in it—he will have become sensibic of
its advantages, and determined 1o uphold
its institutions nnd taws; and above all; to
maintain by his best excrtions the Uwion,
which fiot gnly secures us peace at home,
but as he will have folt at ¢very step of his
progress, strengthens the arm of the nation
abroad, and renders it mighty to protect s
citizens on every sea and in every clime.
He will have learnt to judge it at is true
value, and return prepared to luy dowe his
life, if need be, to secure its advaniages and
blessings to his posterity furever.

And breathes there an American, at
home or abroad, who does not mourn for
the mighty dead; whose heart does not
griecve when he hears the deuth-kuell of
the man who has served his country so
long, so faithfully, and so ably; of one
whose conduet and valor turned back the
tide of battle, and with the uid of the Most
High, gave us the victory in a contest
which involved our nutional glory and
periled our nutionn! existence; whose
counsels sustained the honor and interest
of the country in all its relations, both at
home and abroad, and whose patriotic spir-
it made every aspiration and every impulse
of his heart subservient to the good of his
country, and led him to sacrifice his pride
and passions ou the altar of its Constitn.
tion and laws. If we acknowledge him to
have been accomplished as a Statcsmwan,
and distingvished as a Warrior, we must
regard him as still more eminent in his
character of a good citizen, submitting to,
and upholding the laws; for however
great he may have appeaved 1o us in the
battle fichl, with his band uplifted, his eye
dilated and his whole sout on fire, cheering
on his men to victory, he will appear stilt
greater in history, when it records how
he stood before a civil tribunal of the
country, flushed with the mighty success
of the victory he had just uchieved, and
bowing to its deeision with all humility,
submitted without a murmur to the ioflic-
tion of what he deemed, and what his coun-
try afterwards declared to be, an unjust
sentence.

In tracing him through the whole of his
career, it will be found that the honorable
distinction of America’s most illustrious
citizen was attuined by the continual exer-
cise of high and noble qualities. Born in
South Carolina, in the Waxuaw settlement,
in 1767, he rececived the first rudiments of
education at the Academy of that place,
but left it at the early age of fourteen 1o
bear arms in defence of his country, [le
was very soon made prisoner by the ene-
my’s Dragoons, and is suid to have given
proof even then of his unbending spivit, by
refusing to obey an orvder which he consid-
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dom and permanency of our institvtions,
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stitution, and the incomparable wisdom
with which it was framed, as well as to
understand and appreciate the inestimable
value of the Union which binds together
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distribution of property, so that poverty is
banished from the land—From his distant
station the Exile sees all these things at a
glance, and wonders that he should have
ever suffered his passions to blind his rea.
son while mingling in the strife of party at
home ; wonders that he should have cver
murmured at evils which are inseparable
{rom the lot of humanity, and have shut
his eyes to the many, the great, the trans.
cendant blessings he enjoyed in his own
favored land.

Vhat he sees around him will impress
upen his mind move strongly, from day to
duy, the advantages be has left behind.—
e will become convinced that the evils
his heated imagination had magnified into
oppressions, spring from the imperfections
to which all human institutions are obnox-
jous, and are inseparable from the admin.
istration of a country of such vast cxtent,
embracing so many varied productions,
and involving so many distinet interests;
and that these evils, when compared with
the actual sufferings of the people among
whom he may chance to be, are but as the
dark spots in the Sun, which serve only to
mark its revolutions, but neither dim its
lusire or diminish its beneficent heat and
light. - Seeing and understanding all this,
he will, unless he is either stupid or cor.
rupt, give thanks to God for the great and
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lot in it—he will have become sensibic of
its advantages, and determined 1o uphold
its institutions nnd taws; and above all; to
maintain by his best excrtions the Uwion,
which fiot gnly secures us peace at home,
but as he will have folt at ¢very step of his
progress, strengthens the arm of the nation
abroad, and renders it mighty to protect s
citizens on every sea and in every clime.
He will have learnt to judge it at is true
value, and return prepared to luy dowe his
life, if need be, to secure its advaniages and
blessings to his posterity furever.

And breathes there an American, at
home or abroad, who does not mourn for
the mighty dead; whose heart does not
griecve when he hears the deuth-kuell of
the man who has served his country so
long, so faithfully, and so ably; of one
whose conduet and valor turned back the
tide of battle, and with the uid of the Most
High, gave us the victory in a contest
which involved our nutional glory and
periled our nutionn! existence; whose
counsels sustained the honor and interest
of the country in all its relations, both at
home and abroad, and whose patriotic spir-
it made every aspiration and every impulse
of his heart subservient to the good of his
country, and led him to sacrifice his pride
and passions ou the altar of its Constitn.
tion and laws. If we acknowledge him to
have been accomplished as a Statcsmwan,
and distingvished as a Warrior, we must
regard him as still more eminent in his
character of a good citizen, submitting to,
and upholding the laws; for however
great he may have appeaved 1o us in the
battle fichl, with his band uplifted, his eye
dilated and his whole sout on fire, cheering
on his men to victory, he will appear stilt
greater in history, when it records how
he stood before a civil tribunal of the
country, flushed with the mighty success
of the victory he had just uchieved, and
bowing to its deeision with all humility,
submitted without a murmur to the ioflic-
tion of what he deemed, and what his coun-
try afterwards declared to be, an unjust
sentence.

In tracing him through the whole of his
career, it will be found that the honorable
distinction of America’s most illustrious
citizen was attuined by the continual exer-
cise of high and noble qualities. Born in
South Carolina, in the Waxuaw settlement,
in 1767, he rececived the first rudiments of
education at the Academy of that place,
but left it at the early age of fourteen 1o
bear arms in defence of his country, [le
was very soon made prisoner by the ene-
my’s Dragoons, and is suid to have given
proof even then of his unbending spivit, by
refusing to obey an orvder which he consid-




ered degrading,  [e reccived a subre cut
for his contumacy, and suffcred a long im-
prisonment.

When released, after the battle of Cam-
den, by an exchange of prisoners, he was
prostrated by disease, and scon after expe-
ricnced a severc loss in the death of his
Mother, to whose high moral qualitics,
great piety and excellent nacture, may be
attributed much of the success of this dis-
tinguished man.  She had in her heart
destined Axozrew for the Chureh, and her
carly lessons of piety no doubt influenced
materially his character in afler life.—
When she died he studied for the Bar, and
began the practice of law in North Caroli-
wa.

In. 1788 hec removed to Nashville in
Tennessee, then a frontier Territory, where
he soon rose to distinction.  His deter-
mined characier, unwearied industry and
bold spirit, eminently fitted him to contend
with the difficulties of a fronter life ; and
we find bim, during this period, protecting
the weak, restraiping the turbulent, sup.
porting the laws, and repressing the incur.
sions of the savage foe, which at that time
surrounded Nashville, and continually ha-
rassed the ishabitants, We see him suc-
cessively a Law.giver, a Representative
in Congress, a Scnator, a Judge and a
General, giving 1o all these characters
coustant proofs of firmness, wisdom and
courage, and preparing himself for the ca-
recr of glory which he was about 1o enter
upon.

The war of 1812 found him at his farm
near Nashville, on the Cumberland River,
kuowun as the Hermitage, und which is des-
tined to become the Meccea of the Ameri-
cun Pilgrim, from whence, in obedience 1o
the call of his country, he murched at the
head of a small force of Volunteers, to

Natchez.  '['his first campaign would have
been inglorious to a less determined com.
mauder.  The enemy had retired, and he
reccived ap order to disband his men,—
Many of them were ill and disheartened ;
he had engaged, when they enlisted, to
tuke care of them; he had promised their
parents and fricnds to bring them back ;
he would not abandon them. e took the
responsibility, refused to obey the order,
and conducted thewn back to ennessee.—
On this march, transportation for the sick
was wanting, and the Genersl, with tho
gencrous self-deninl which distinguished
him through life, gave his horse 1o an in-
valid, and walked the whole distance with
his mcn, sharing all their hardships and
privations. Can it be wondered at, that
thuse men were ever after eager 1o be led
on by such a chief?

Accordingly, in 1813 they again mus-
tered uoder his Bauner, and were led a-
gaiust the Creek Indians, who were com-

mittivg fearful ravages ou the bordeys,—
Ilis address 1o his soldiers, when hewarch-
ed theny against the encmy, strongly cviu.
ces that humunily which cver accompanics
true courage. Ile rccapitulates the cruel
outrages of the savages upon the defence-
less citizens of the frontier ; but while he
urges his men to drive these invaders from
the soll of Tennessee, while he tells thewm
that ““our borders must no longer be dis-
turbed by the war-whoop of these savages,
or the crics of their sutfering viethns,” he
exhorts them “not to hmitate these ruth-
less barbarians, but in the midst of viclory
to be mindiul of what is due to humanity.”
On 1his campaign lic cncounterod great
dillicultics from want of supplics.  During
the whole time the troops were engaged
they suifured from this ciuse; aud you muy
be assured, that although to do batle and
achicve victory are the most glorious por.
tious of the soldier’s service, they are not
the most arduous of Lis duties,

To prepare for these events by main.
taining discipling wnd securing abundunt
subsistence, requires the Ligh qualitics of
combination and foresight, and these Gen-
eral Jicxsox appears tu have possessed in
an cminent degree, He manifested the
greutest solicitude and exercised unwearied
aetivity to procure food for his men, and
never lost sight of their necessities and
comfurts, even in the ardor of pursuing
and bringiug the cnemy to banle.

When he entered the Indian country,
bis language to his soldicrs was highly
characteristic; he said to them, * You ave
about to meet the enemy.  You will soon
have an opportunity of signalizing your
valor. They will not abundon the soil
which countains the bones of their forefath-
ers without fighting, Wise men do uot
expect it, brave men do not desjre it

Thus prepared, they did meet and van-

uish the enemy at Tallushatchee and at
‘Talladega.  In this lust action they relegs-
ed o band of fiiendly [ndians who were
shat up in the Fort with their women and
children, and who would have been massa-
ered but foe this timely succor,

It was after these successes that his litle
army suffred most for want of food.  With
unatleeted charity the General shared his
rations with the sick end wounded, and was
reduced to such scanty and coarse fare,
that upon a suffering fellow.soldier asking
him for bLreud, he put lLis hand jnto his
pocket and pulling it out full of a.
corns, offered thewm to him as part of his
owa dinuer,  Duringibis period of famive,

the General kept Lis ariny together by his
admirable power of command, und by the
most extraordipury exhibitions of flrmuncess.
Placing himseif on one vccasion in front of
a Brigade which was prepared to abandon
its post und return home, he thycatened to
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ered degrading.  He received a sabre cut
for hig contumacy, and suflered a long im-
prisonment.

When released, after the battle of Cam-
den, by an exchange of prisoncrs, he was
prostrated by disease, and scon after expe-
ricneed a severe loss in the death of his
Mother, to whose high moral qualities,
great plety and excellent nucture, may be
auributed much of the success of this dis-
tinguished man.  She had in her heart
destined Axprzw for the Chureh, and her
carly lessons of piety no doubt influenced
materially his character ia aftee life.—
When she died he studied for the Bar, and
began the practice of Juw in North Curoli-
ia.

In. 1788 he removed to Nashville
Tennessee, then a frontier Territory, where
Lie soon rose to distinetion.  His deter-
mined character, unwearied industry and
bold spirit, eminently fitted him to coniend
with the difficulties of a {rontier life; and
we find him, during this period, protecting
the wealk, restraiping the turbulent, sup-
porting the laws, aud repressing the incur-
sions of the savage foe, which at that time
surrounded Nashville, and continuuly ha-
rasscd the ishabitants.  We see him suc-
cessively a Law-giver, a LReprescniative
it Congrcss, a Senator, a Judge and a
Geueral, giving in all these characters
constant proofs of firmness, wisdom and
courage, and preparing himself for the ca-
recr of glory which he was about jo enter
upon.

The war of 1812 found him at his farm
near Nashville, on the Cumberland River,
knowu as the Hermitage, upd which is des.
tined to become the Meccea of the Ameri.
cun Pilgrim, from whence, in obedience 10
tiie call of his country, he murched at the
head of a small force of Volunteers, to
Matchez.  This first campaign would have
been inglorious to a less determined com.
mauder.  The enemy bad retired, aud he
received ap order to disband his men.—
Many ot them were ill and disheartened
he had engnged, when they cnlisted, to
tuke care of them; he had promised their
parents and friends to bring them back
he would not abandon them.  Ile took the
responsibility, refused to obey the oldu’,
and conducted them back to Tennessee.—
On this march, transportation for the sick
was wanting, and the General, with the
gencrous self-denial which distinguished
him through life, gave his horse to an in-
valid, and walked the whole distance with
his men, sharing all their hardships and
privations. Can it be wondered at, that

these men were ever after eager to be led
on by such a chief?

Accordingly, in 1813 they again mus.
tered under his Bauner, and were led a.
gaiust the Creek Indians, who were com

mittivg fearful ravages ou the borders,—
I1is address 1o his soldiers, when he march.
ed them against the enemy, strongly evin.
ces that humunity whicl ¢yer accompaunics
true courage. Lle rccupitnlates the cruel
ouLrages of the savages upon the defence-
less citizens of the frontier ; but while he
urges his men to drive these invaders from
the soil of Teunessee, while he tells them
that “our borders must vo longer be dis-
turbed by the war-whoop of these savages,
or the crics ut mux suflering viethns,’ hn,

exhorts them * ot to Imitae these ruth.
less ])Ll!'b:\riuns, but in the midst of victory
to be mindful of what is due to humanity.”
Oun this campaign he eacountered great
difficultics from want of supplics.  During
the whole time the troops were engaged
they suflred from this cause; and you may
be assured, that although to do battle and
achieve victory are the most glorious por.
tions of the souldier’s service, they are not
the most arduous of his duties.

To prepare for these events by main-
taining discipline and sceuring abundunt
subsistence, requires the high quulities of
combination and foresight, and these Gen-
eral Jacksox appears to have possessed in
an cmiaent dwxu.. He manitested the
greatest soliciude and exercised unwearied
activity to procure food for his men, and
never lost sight of their necessities and
comforts, even in the ardor of pursuiug
and bringing the cnemy to batte. 3

When he entered the Indian country,
his lunguage to his soldicrs was highly
characteristic; he suid to them, < You are
about to mect the enemy. You will soon
have an opportunity of signalizing your
valor. They will not abundon the soil
which contains the bones of their forefath-
ers without fighting, Wise men do not
expect it, brave men da not desjre it.”

Thus prepared, they did mest und van-
nish the enemy at Tullushatchee and at
Talludega.  In 1his lust action they rclegs-
ed o band of friendly Indians who were
shut up in the Fort th their women apd
children, and who would huve been massa-
ered but for this timely succor.

It was after these successes that his liitle
army suffeved most for wantof food.  With
unatfeeted charity the General shared his
rations with the sick and wounded, aud was
reduced to sucl scanty and coarse fare,
that upon a suffering fellow.soldier asking
him for bLread, he put his hand into his
pocket and pulling it out full of a.
corts, olfered thew to him as part of his
own dinpner.  Duringihis period of famive,
the General kept bis army together by bis
adiniruble power of command, und by the
most extraordipury exhibitions of firmucss.
Placing bimself on one vccasion in front of
a bufradu which was prepared to alandon
its post and return home, he threatened 1o
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shoot the first man who advanced a step
forward, and having brought themtoa halt,
his remonstrances induced them to return
to camp. At another time he compelled
the volunteers ta return to their duty when
on their march to abandon him, by sta-
tioning himself on their path with a choice
band and 1wo pieces of light artillery.—
When they came up, he addressed them in
the following spirited language: *Go back
to your quarters. I have done with en.
treaty, and now command you to return ; if
you still persist in your resolution to maove
off forcibly, the paint between us shall soon
be determined.”  Seeing them hesitate, he
ordered the ariillery topreparetofire. "The
Valunteers were brave men; they had given
praofs of their courage at Tallushaichee
and Taladegn ; but they were subdued by
the spirited bearing and iron will of the
man before them. They returaed to their
quarters, and the frontier was saved from
the tomahawk and the scalping koife.

The General next made a dash into the
cnemy’s country, and defeated them at
Emuckfaw; and again at the passage of
Linotichopo Creek. Both these actions
were gallanily contested by the Indians. In
the first the troops fought bravely and
routed the enemy, natwithstanding the su-
periority of their numbers . At Enotichopo
Ureck, the rear guard was dismayed by the
fierce attack of the Bavages, and was only
saved from immediate destruction by the
courageous devotion of a few gallant spir.
its, who, with a single piece of Artillery,
protected their retreat.  The sight of lis
discomfitted troops roused the lion-hearted
Chief—he arrested the flying, rallied and
inepirited his men by his voice and manuer,
and finally succeeded in re-crossing the
creek at their head.  On this oceasion his
presence of mind and active courage turn-
vd the fortunc of the day.  He rescued the
gallapt band who weype found contending
agunst fearful odds, and attacking the In-
dians in their turn, routed them with great
slunghier.

In the ensuing campgign was fought the
hloody battle ot ‘Tohopeka, or the Forse
Shoe, in which Jacksox displayed all the
great qualities of an accomplished Captain
und gallant soldier. The Jodian forces
were destroyed here—the spirit of the na.
tion was broken by those frequent defeats,
and they shortly after sued for peace.—
These results were due altogether 1o the
personal character and exertions of the
tieneral.  He had suceceeded in inspiring
his men with confidence, and in diffusing
throughout his army the assurance of suc-
cess, which he commanded by the rapidity
of his movements, his skilful maneuyvres
and undauoted courage.

Our own Geperal Pincksey, a braye and
aecanplishod nffieer himself, and therclore

a good judge of these qualities in olhers,
ofien spoke of this campaign as being in a
high degree creditable to General Jackson,
and as indicative of his talents for com.
mand. He repeated these sentiments and
opinians in his despatches to Government,
and advised that he should be taken into
the service of the United Siates.

In May, 1814, JacksoN received the
cominission of Brigadier, and the Brevet
rank of Major General in the United States
Army, which, upon the resignation of Gen.
cral Harnison a few days afier, was made
a fall commission. As soon as he could
organize an Army, we find him again in
the field, exhibiting his accustomed energy
in the defence of Mabile and the capture of
Pensacola, by which he deprived the enemy
of a strong hold where they had received
suecor, and from whence they issued forth
to harass the country. The town was 1a.
ken by assault, but neither the inhabitants
nor garrison were treated with rigor,

The next action of this distinguished man
was the crawning glory of his military cu.
reer, the Batile of New Orleans. It was
fought on the ever memorable eighth of
January, 1815 ; and in contemplating this
defence, we know naot which most 1o ad.
mire, the firmness and decision with which
he met and overcame the dissensions that a.
rose in the City, and the opposition of weak
or designing men; the prompt determination
and daring execution of the attack made
on the 23d of December, before the enemy
had disembarked their whole force, or had
time to form their encampment ov provide
for their defence ; an attack which checked
their ardor and postponed their assault up.
on the City ; the simple but effective bar-.
ricr opposed taa presumptuous foe, and the
cool intrepidity with which it was defend.
ed; or the instinctive prudence which led
a man so impetuous in attack, to restrain
himself and his victorious troeps from leav.
ing their lines and following up their sug-
cess, (a movement which would have been
very hazardous against well disciplined reg-
ulars;) all evincing the high qualities of
his commanding mind, and the wisdom as
welt as energy of his character.

The circumstances of this glarious ac.
tion, so important in its consgquences, are
familiar 1o the whole American people as
household words ; apd to mention the date,
to speak of the 8th of January, is sufficient
to bring to the mind a picture of the Battle,
and to arouse the enthusiastic gratitude of
cvery American, And here, where he had
won such imperishable laurels in the bat-
tle field, did he perform that equally mema-
rable ¢ivil act, which will serve in all time
as an example to his fellow citizens, of re-
spect and obedience to the laws. After
the Judge, refusing to listen to his defence,
had passed sentepee wpon him, and fined
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him a- thousand dollars for contempt of
Court, as he termed a measure rendered
necessary and.fully justified by the exigen-
cy of the imperious circumstances in which
he was placed, the people that thronged the
Court House were so excited, and mani-
fested their indignation at this decision in
so alarming & manner, that the General,
who was compelled to submit to be drawn
10 his hotel in the carriage from which the
horses had been taken, found it necessary
to address them. He did so with greatear-.
nestness, beseeching them, if they felt real.
ly the gratitude and regard for him which
they expressed, to submit, as he had done,
without violence to the decision of the
He urged ¢ that the civil was the
paramount and supreme law of the land ;
that if recent events had shown what fear-
less valor can effect, he exhorted them io
believe in the no less important truth, that

. submission to the civil authority is the first

L dury of the citizen.” :

By arguments and exhortations such as
these, he calmed the popular tumult.  The
citizens then raised the mouey by volunta.
ry contributions, and insisted upon paying
the five,

“1 thank my fellow citizens for their
generous offer,” he replied, ““and consider
it as a renewed evidence of their regard ;
but I have already paid the money, and beg
that the sum they have raised may be ap-
plied to the relief of the widows and or.
phans of those whn have fallen in.defence
of the City.” His request was at once
complied with by the generous and patiiot.
ic inhabitants of New Qrleaps.

Neyertheless, this unjust decree distress.
ed him, and he was most anxious it should
be reversed. His conscious sense of rec.
titude could nol remove the sting it had in-
flicted, and he earnestly desired to be re-
lieved from this unmerited disgrace by the
voice of his country. In this, 100, he was
fortunate ; although long delayed, this act
of justice finally passed Congress and glad-
dened his declining years.

The last time he appeared in arms was
in 1817, when he marched at the head of
the Volunteers of Tenuessee and the Mili-
tia of Georgia, to protect the frontiers from
the savage outrages of the Seminoles. He
drove them back and penetrated into Flor.
ida, where he destroyed their villages and
broke up their retreats. Receiving bere
undoubted proofs that the Indians had been
instigated to compmit their massacres by
two foreiguers, these men were arrested
and made to expiate their crimes by a dis.
graceful death. Learning too that the dis.
persed hordes were reassembling west of
the Apalachicola, and were protected and
countenanced by the Governor of Pensaco-
ln, he at oncd pursued thein to the wajls of
that tewn, which bhe againcaptured.  The

whele nation approved thesc vigorous pro.
ceedings, and the Administration jostificd
his course and declared it to have been in
strict conformity with national law,  When

Florida wasceded to the United States, he 4
was appointed a Commissioner to receive j-

the Territory, and was subsequently crea..
Here too his firm."

ted its first Goveraor,
ness protected the country from {randalent
attempts to deprive it of rights secured by
the Treaty of cession.

[ first met him in the City of Washing-
ton, shortly afier my return from Scuth A.
merica. Living under the same roof, I saw
him frequently and familiarly. I wasmuch
struck with his commanding presence and
erect carriage; his marked countenance
and keen, expressive eve—and pot less so
with his bland and courteous manner, and
the dignity and repose of his general do-
meanor, singularly contrasted at times with
the energy of hisspeech, amounting almost
to bursts of eloquence, especially when
roused by any allusion to the dilficulties
thrown in his way while making prepara-
tions for the defence of New Ovleans.  Of
our late enemy he spoke with respect, cx-
cept when his eye caught the blackened
walls of the Capitol, and then he expressed
his indignation with his wonted vehcmence,
I regret that he himselfhad not commanded
on that eventful day. Both nations might

Liave been saved from lusting disgrace. kS

At his invitation I visited him at the
Hermitage. It.was a pleasing sight to see

this impetvous man subdued into the kind |
hearted father of a family, and praciising *

all the sociul virtues that adurn and refine
life. He was more than hospitable—he
was unremitting in his atientions to the
wants and comforts of his guests. [le
loved to play with children, and treated his
wife with marked deference und affection.
ate respect, and all around him with hearty
kindness. Indeed, his attachment to his
wife was devoted and romantic.  After her
death, I was once shown into his bed-room,
to which, being indisposed, he had retired
at an early hour, I found him seated by
the fire, with his Bible and his wife’s Min-
iature on a small table before him. He

alluded to hier in the most touching terms, ‘i

and spoke of his hope of being again united
to her jo another and a better world, withi
great feeling and unaffected piety,

Having no children of his own, he adopt.
ed her relatives; one of them to whom he
gave his name, he treated in every respect
as if he had been his own son; and his
kindness was extended in an especial man-
ner to all who were in any way connected
with her. The warmth of his atfections
and his active benevolence were exhibited
in this as in all his relations ip life. flis
friends and neighbors were never tired of
recounting his charitable acts,
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Tu his friendships, he was steady, warm
und sincere, and he possessed in a remarke
able manner the gift of winning the affec.
tions of those around him. All who lived
within his eircle became attached to him.
AVhen applicd 1o by the parentsand friends
of some of the Texun prisongrs who were
langnisbing in chains in Mexico, he ad-
dressed to our Minister there a long and
animated appeal in their behalf, written at
amoment when he was suffering under a
painful disease, and bad the gratification
1o find thut his name was powerful to save,
and that hisintercession had struck the fet.
ters from the limbs, and opeved the dun-
geon uf the cuptive.

Some vears after my visit to the Hermit.
age, T bud veeasion 1o address bim on an
imporiant subjeet. I had just returned
from Mexico, whither I'had gone at the ve-
gquest of Mro Moxroz, to examine and re.
port on the probuble durability of the im.
perial Govermnent there, in order to enable
Hiw o form un opinion on the propriety of
entering into diplomatic relations with the
Ewwperor Irvrsio:.

My report was unfavorable. 1 deemed
it iexpedicnt to form reluions with the
usyrper, both on account of the instability
of his throne, nnd beeause sueh a measure
on our part would discourage the Republi-
van party, composed of a vast majority of
the nution, aud engender a bad feeling to-
wards us in case of their success in an at-
tetnpt o overthrow the imperial Govern.
ment, which I regarded as certain,  The
President requested me to slale my vicws
to General Jacksox, who, during my ab.
seuce, had becn appointed Minister to that
Court. 1 did so, und the General couries
ously replied, that if he hud no other mo-
tive for refusing the appointent, my con-
munication would have dectded him to do
s0, lor he too was opposed to our giving any
countenunce to the establishment of impe-
viad thrones in North America; but that he
did not desire to Jeave home, and would not
accept a forcign mission,

While [ wus still a member of the House

" of Representatives, he took his seat io the

United States Scnate, and ourintercourse
was repewed.  His reputation was already
spread abroud over Liurope, and foreigners
vere anxious to be presented to the Hero
of New Ocleuns. 1 was frequently solicis
ted to introduce them, aod to interpret for
them, and on such vccasivns always felt
proud of my countryman.,  No one lcft his
presence without having been struck with
liis courteous und dignified munvers, and
gratificd by his futelligent counversation.
His first act on reaching Wushington,
was to reconcile himsclt' to all those with
whom bie had ever been in feud.  His im.
peivosity hud led him into some personal
coutests, the recollectious of which were

6

painful to him. ITistemper was sofiened by
timne and religious influences,and he extend-
ed his hand 1o all those with whom he hud
been at variance. His reconciliation with
his gallant adversary, Col. Benrox, was
followed by mutual esteem, and they re.
maioed fast friends to the day of his death,
It was remarked that during the whole pe.
riod of his service in the Senate, he never
once gave way « ais natural impetuosity,
but was uniformigi mild and forbearing,
rarely taking part in debate, and only when
appealed to on topics which his experience
could elucidate ; on such occasions his lan.
guage was simple, encrgetie and expres.
sive.

Without any movement on the part of
his personal connections, and entirely with.
out hig own agency, a majority of the peo-
ple in 1824 spontancously nominated and
supported him for the Presidency. They
gave him a hearty support, and notwith-
standing the character and services of his
opponents, Mr. Apamsy Mr. Crawrorn
and Mr. CLay, he received a plurality of
the Mlectoral votes. The electiion was
breught into the House. Our delegation
voted unanimously for General Jicxsow,
and to a late hour we cherished the hope
thut the will of the people would be respect.
ed by their Representatives, It wasa mo.
ment of intense anxiety to us all. We
knew that the vote of New York would
decide the election, and we were aware that
the delegation of that State were so equal-
ly divided that one vote would give the mu,
jority to Mr. Apamsor to General Jacxson,
"T'hat vote was given against us, and our
suspense removed by hearing it announced
by the Chairman of the Committee appoint.
ed 10 count the votes, that Mr. Apans was
elected President. | saw the Geeneral short.:
ly after; he was quite calm, and only said, *
that he was in the hands of the people, who
would decide the question at some future
day, after their own manner.

He resigned his seat in the Senate, and
retired once move 1o the repose of ihe Her.

mitage. Four years after, the people did
decide the question betwesn him and the
incumbent.  They arose in their majesty

and bore him triumphantly into the Presi-
dency, and with the same enthusiasm re.
clected him for the ensuing term.

When [ returned from my mission to
Mexico I found bim, unaltered in character
or demeanor, filling 1he office of Chicf
Magistrate with dignity, and sustaining the
honor wud interests of the country with
well directed energy und consummate wis-
dom. He appeared perfecily acquainted
with Mexican atfairs, und enquired earnest.
ly of Texas, and what prospect there wus
of our acquiring that ‘Ferritory by pur-
chase. He seemed much: disappointed
when I replied that there was not the remo.




test probability of our doing so; that the
Mexicans were a proud people, and would
never consent to sell one foot of their ter-
ritory : that I had not made the offer offl-
cially, because I had ascertained that such
a proposal would not only be rejected, but
would be regarded as an insult to their pa-
tional dignity. 1 assured him, however,
that cavses were at wort i i~l, would soon
bring Texas into the U:aon: that T had
lately seen a report from Gen. TERAN, @
very intelligent officer, who commanded on
the Northern frontier, in which he informed
his Government that it would be impossi-
ble, with its present policy and organiza-
tion, to retain possession of Texas much
lenger: that the Americans who had been
invited to scttle therey as a defence against
the Indians, were accustomed to law and
order, and would rebel against the misrule
of the Mexican awthorities.  “If you do
nat,’’ said he, “give them laws, and take
care that they are impartially executed, the

T Texans will make laws for themselves and
form a separate Government.”’

Iregarded
this result as inevitable, and expressed my
firm conviction that the Americans in Tex.
as, although they would loyally fulfil their
compact with the Mexican Government,
would not submit to any violation of it
and that, sooner or later, circumstances
would force them into our Confederucy.
On hearing this, the General took down an
enorinous manuseript Map of that country ;
it was wo large for the table and was
spread on the floor ; we cast ourselves down
beside it, and propped on his arm, and
pauring over its bays, rivers and mountaius,
he pointed out the importance of its acqui-
sition, exhibiting throughout all his obser.
vations an intimate and even minute ac.
quaintance with the advantages und re.
sources of that eountry, and shewing that
hie had examined the whole subject, aud ev-
ery eivcumstance connected with ity with
careful solicitude.

General Jackson lived to sce this most
cherished wish of his heart accomplished.
In this, asin all his high aspirations, his
country’s good was the object the had in
view. [n this as in all his great anderta.
kings for the ecommon welfare, his firmness
of purpose, his ardent zeal, and well di.
rected energy and perseverance, commnand.
ed success.

It wasat the period of which I have been
speaking that General Jacxsox, at a public
fustival, uttered these memorable words:
¢ The Federal Union: it must be preserv-
ed.”” They arose in his heart and burst
spontancously from his lips, upon hearing
sentiments  expressed on that occasion,
which, according to his interpretation of
thean, threatened the safety of the Union.
With that extraordinary perspicoity with
which he was so eminently gifted, le fore.

saw at that moment the sathering stormy
and sought by his warning voice to avert
it.  Wiih his cagle glance he embraced all
the dreaded results of the doctrines whicl
rung in his ears.  He did not menn 1o ae-
cuse those who maintained and promulgn.
ted these doctrines of any intention to dis-
solve the Unionj but in his opinion they
eonld not be carried out without endanger-
ing its existence 5 and he wished it to be at
once understood, that he was resolved to
use all the power confided to him by the
Constitution to preserve it. In the contest
that followed, this object was kept contin-
oally in view, and this determinatioun fully
manifested.  Bat from frequentrand inti.
mate personal communications on the sub«
ject, | can bear witness that throughout the
whole peried of that painful controversy,

while exhibiting an inflexible firmuess of

purpose, he manifested on cvery occasion
the most earnest solicitude that the struggle
might terminate peaceably. His letiers to
me at this period, written in a rerarkably
clear and vigorous style, are instinct with
the noblest sentiments of humanity and pat-
riotism.

In 1833 [ met him in New York, and at
his request accompanicd him through Con-
necticut to Boston.  During the whole
course of this triumphant progress, he was
every where received by the people with
enthosiastic manifestations of love und re-
spect. Their eagerness to appronch him,
their earnest greetings, animated cheers
and joyful acclamatious, exhibited their af
foctionate admiration. He was at times
profoundly moved, and frequently cxpress.
ed his gratitude 1o God for having filled to
overflowing his cup of happiness. It is
not surprising that he shoutd huve enjoyed
so large a share of popular favor; fur not
only had he served his country ip war, and
won for her imperishable renown in the
battle field, but his administration of the
Government had been singularly fortunate.
His firmness and decision had elevaied the
character of the nation abread, and had
constrained Foreign States to vespect and
do us justice. Honoruble peuce had been
maintained with all the powers of the world,
and domestic tranquility re.established.

The long pending claims of the United
States on Nuples, Denmark and I'rance,
had, by his firmness and straight-forward
proceedings, been at length adjusted and
paid ; and the fearful struggle between the
General Government and one of the States,
which threatened the existence of our in-
stitutions, had becn peacefully terminated.
The Nuatiopa! debt was paid off; and ihe
Government exhibited the gratifying spec-
tacle of an overflowing Treasuwry @ Agri-
culture and Commerce were (fuurishing,
and every portion of our vast country was
prosperous.
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In every step in his journey through
life; in his military career and in his eivil
stations, Jacksox was eminently favored
by fortune. It is true that his promptness
and decisfon, his vigorous intellect and
strength of character, enabled him to seize
upon circumstances and direct events to
the advancement of his country’s glory
and prosperity i but the events and eir-
cumstances of the epoch in which he lived,
were in a high degree favorable; and called
all those qualities into actlon : they made
him in early life a participator in_ his coun-
try’s struggle for Independence, and identi.
fied him with the glorious reccllections of
this day. Barne onward with the mighty
stream of emigration, which, soon after
the Revolutionary war, flowed to the West,
overspreading the fertile plains and filling
up the rich vallies of that favored region,
he was transported at once to a theatre
where his growing virtues were nurtared,
his energetic natare displayed, and all his
high qualities brought into constant activi.
ty. The wilderness was to be subdued,
the defenceless frontier settlers to be pro-
tected, the Savage taught to respect the
superior race that had invaded his territo-
1y, new States were to be created and new
Governments organized, laws to be made
and justice administered; all circumstan.
ces and acts affording frequent opportuni.
ties for displaying the high and brilliant
qualitics Jacksex possessed, and of which
he was enabled to avail himself by the
confidence inspired by his early career,
his high character and remarkable firmness
and self-possession in the hour of danger.

The wrongs inflicted upon his country
by a Foreign power, during the convul-
sions of Europe, produced a war, in the
progress of which he performed deeds that
will be held in everlasting remembrance.
Guratitude for his services, and the concur-
rent approbation of a majority of his fel.
low citizens, placed him at the head of the
nation, and furnished another opportunity
of bringing into action the remarkable
qualities of his mind. He possessed the
wisdom rather of the heart than of the
head which conducted him, by unerring
and infallible methods, to correct conclu.
sions and fortunute results; for his heart

ples, and his purposes direcled by vnwa.
vering couvrage and energy. His instinet.
ive love of justice, which Jed him neither
to do nor to suffer wrong, gave a high
tone to his Government aund exalted the
honor of his country. His hatred of cor.
ruption rendered his administration pure,
and his sense of duty prompted his coura-
geous resistance to what he conscientious.
g ly regarded as the pernicious and baneful

( was animated by high and noble princi-

4 influences of a great monied Institution.—
ai As tfiere still exists a contrariety of opinion

LB N0

on this subject amoug his fellow citizens
I will content myself with expressing my
belief that in future time the impartial his-
torian will justify both his motives and his
conduct on this trying occasion. His re-
spect for the Constitution; and his thorough
democratic principles, caused him to guard
vigilantly the respective rights of the IFed.
eral Government and of the States; and
neither to suffer or to do any act which
might disturb the harmony of their move-
ments. And finally his love of country,
the ruling passion of his heart, prompted
him to tax all his faculiies and to exert all
his energies to preserve the Union from
threatened or impending danger.

The termination of his civil career left
his country prosperous, respected and hap-
pv, and he bore into retirement the love
and veneration of his fellow citizens. He
carried with him, too, the gratifying con-
viction that the same high principles which
had governed him, animated his suecessor,
and would be exerted with equal zeal and
devotion to maintain the honor of the couns
try and advance its interests and prosperi.
ty.

During the remainder of his days, his
time was devoted to his religious duties, to
the practice of every social virtue, to
prayers and aspirations for his couatry’s
welfare, which appears to have occupied
his thoughts and to have been his ruling
passion to the last moment of his existence.

He died on the 8th of June, 1843. At
no period of his life, and under no circum-
stances, was the wisdom of his heart more
conspicuous than in the hour of death. It
had conduected him to a confident belief in
the christian religion and to a firm reliance
on his God ; and steadfast in his faith, we
find him in his last moments resigned and
self possessed, as on all other occasions of
his eventful career. With his earthly af-
fections still strong within him, he desired
to breathe his last in the arms of friend.
ship. He assembled his family and house-
hold that he might bless them, and exhort.
ing them so to live the remainder of their
days that he might meet them again in
Heaven, he expired, in the full hope of a
blessed immortality through the merits and
intercession of his Redeemer.

Spirit of the departed! Thy christian
brethren find consolation for thy loss in the
belief that thou art at peace.

From the realms above thou callest us,
thy mourning friends and countrymen,
from these munifestations of our grief to
the contemplation of thy virtues, thy deeds
of greatness, thy honorable fame, thy well-
spent life, christian death and eternal hap.
piness—-reflections, which elevate our
thoughts, soothe our sorrow, and fill our
hearts and minds with grateful feelings
and affectionate remembrances.
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