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O R A T I O K ,  


AT TIIE REQUEST OF THE CITIZENS OF G~-~EENVILI.F.,8 ,  k7r 

-._.-.-

IVe are assembled, fellow citizens, on R 
day  usually of thanksgiving and rejoicing, 
to mingle our grief for the loss of' a mun 
tvho was deservedly dear to his country. 

The death of the illustrious JACKSONhas 
ovcimspread the land w i t h  mourning, and 
while the day awakens joyful and  grateful 
recollections, the melancholy occasion of 
our meeting fills our hearts wi th  sadness. 

The 4th July, 177G,a n d  the 8th of  June, 
l845-the first, the  birth-day 01' a great 
iiation, fraught with the memory of the 
glorious pasi, and bright w i t h  visions of 
the still mote gloriclus future-the last, 
the death hour of' that nat ion 's  favorite son, 
ilie pure patriot, the able statesman, the 
valiant soldier, who had throughout a long 
life servcd his co'untry i n  peace a n d  i n  war, 
with scarcely less devotion and success 
than the man whom we delight to lionor US 
tlie Father of his Country. . 

The career of JACKSONstands second 
only to thot of WASHISGTON,und like his, 
is identified with the glory, the rising 
greatness and the permanent prosperity of 
our country. With other noble examples 
of patriotism which have gladdened the 
world, they have passed away and have 
left us  to mourn their loss. 

Ereathes there a m a n ,  claiming to be an 
American, whose soul does not dilate with 
the recollections that crowd into his mind 
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Cordilleras of the Andes, hnd along the 
borders of the Amnzon and la Pluta to the 
uttermost Southern Cape of our Southern 
Continent--for the Spuriish Americans 
were awakened to liberty by oiar cheering 
example-he sees every where, throughout
the whole course of' his flight, lands set  
free by this great acl, and every where 
hears hosannas arising from grateful hearts, 
and witnesses the rejoicings of a thankfuL 
people. 'rile high gratification these feel­
ings bring wi th  them is not confined to 
those of us  who are at home.  The Amer­
ican abroad is perhxps more sensible of 
the blessing3 his country enjoys, than those 
who partake of them on the spot. Wher­
ever he may b e ;  whether traversing the 
deserts of Arabia, or buffeting the waves 
of ttie stormy Korthern Ocean; in thc 
gilded halls of the Captia of Europe, or R -
midst the luxurious splendors of Asia, ev. 
sry American bosom beats with triumphaet
exultation 011 this auspicious day--with 
even more of exaltarion and higher patri. 
otic feelings than we experience ourselves. 
He is fai. removed from the petty party 
warFtire. which here sometimes disturbs the 
harmony of our feelings; he remembers 
only the amount of general happiness
which the Union and the Constitution dif­
fuse among his prosperous countrymeii ; 
he the and thecornpares magnihcence 

on this  day, the wings oi whose ireart $0 misery wiiich surround him, wi th  the equal' : 

not expand and bear him triurnphnntly 0- blessings which all his fello\v citizens en­
ver the length and breadth of th i s  fair land, joy i n  the land of his birth; and he ex-
erected-+ the act you haw just heard claims exultingly, '' i n  irulh I have a good-

read and by the valor of our foiwfathers- ly heritage, my lines have fallen in pleas. 

into a vast and magnificent inheritance of tint l)lacea"-mine is the land of equal

freemen ? Borne rlloiig the rugged coast laws, equal rights sod eqllill en.ioyments.-- ' 

atid over the granite fields of the North ; There, the only distinction in station ari­

over the sunny plains n n d  smiling vaIli.ee ses from the rcspect awarded to talents 

of the South : ovor the Apaluchiiln ridge and services. 'Tilere, difference of wealth . .  

to the far Weat; along the'great vaIIey;f is the result of superior industry and 

1 
t the father of rivers ; over the Rocky Moun. . knowledge. Throughout that IalJd, every : I  
P tnins to the shores of the Pacific ; over the tnan walks erect i n  the proud coosciouu. p 
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. . \n t w  that his iespr tabii;! . rorfiinrs p~oi. io i rsprioilcgcs of i i i j  bit , t i i - r ig~if ,'nnr l  
nritl t i l e  future c o d i o a  6% 2 1 d r h &  ratirn to his coii i- i iry \veil wtisfiett w i t 1 1  his 
depend iipnri his own conduct a n d  cset'. 
l i ons .  No man stands iiLovc I i im i n  i!ic 
cyc of thc law ; a n d  i f  lie i.; soher, friipal 
: i n d  industrious; if '  he watciies o v c r  t i le 
intirnl niid religious cdt icat ior i  of  Iris cliil. 
ilrcti, lie is certain to be p r n s p c ~ ~ o ~ ~ sI i i r n ­
sclf, n n d  to secure tho futurc wclfare of his 
of!$ r i  ng.

l.'cIIow eitizcns, I spenk from cxperi­
rnce.  Wherever the ~ C ~ I I I Tof  this duy 
hris found me, I have c r leb ra ted  i t  i n  m y  
lic:it t ; a n d  I say to you, t h a t  !lo onc i n  
iliis fbivored land cspcricnces, 011 the cvrnt. 
f'ul 4111 of duly, the same enthusiriatic feel. 
i n p  of patriotism ; the snme f[Jnd yeui'n. 
ings ; the s:ime burning love of coun~ryJ 

the snrne pride and confidence i n  the wis. 
[loin antl pcriiinnency of ottr insiiiutionn, 
t h : i t  glow i n  the breast o f  tlto RxiIe. I f  
nny  waver i n  liis l o w  of' country;  i t '  a n y  
fcc:l discontented with t he  Govcrnmcrit, 
n n d  disposed 10 murmur a t  t he  tlifLrcnce 
,f the burtliens i t  imposes, l e t  Iiim go a. 
broad, and  lie will soon IeRrn to estimate 
justly the wonderful workings of  o u r  Con. 
Ht i t t i i i on ,  n n d  the incomprable wisdom 
with which i t  was framed, as  well as to 
understand and rrpprecintr: tila inestimable 
V;I!UO of the IJnion which binds togcthcr  
tliis groat Confederacy of'Snvcrcign S:ntes; 
thc admirable administration of j i i s t icc ,  
c a r r i d  to every man's dour, nnil the cqiiol  
t l is t r ibut ion of property, :.n t h a t  povc'rt? is 

from lie Iand-F'i~oni his dihtaritI ~ a n i r l i c ~ l  
st:iiion tlic Esilc sees al l  tlipse tjiings a t  a 
glance, and wonders t h a t  lie sIioiiIcI Invc 
v v e r  suffcred liis passions to b l i n d  his ica­
c o n  while niingling i n  the s t r i i j  of party a t  
Iionie; wonders that hc s110iild have ever  
n~urmurednt evils wliich arc insepnraLIe 
froin thc lot of' humanity, a n d  have SillJt 

I i i s  cyes to the many, the S w a t ,  t he  trans. 
ccndant blessings lie eiijoycd i n  his own 
fitvovcd larid. 

\';hat he S ~ C Saround liiin will impress 
upon tiis mind more strongly, from doy  to 
t h y ,  the advantages hc hi18 Icft behind.-
I lc  wi l l  becomc convincccl t h a t  tire evils 
l i i s  i:ca!cd imagination had  magnified into 

lo: i n  it-lie w i l l  have becoinc sonsibic of 
its ndaunt:igcP, aiitl r!c:eririinc:d to i i~~l io l t l  
its ins!iiuiions arid l a w ;  and abovo all, t o  
m:rintnin by his Ixst cxcrtions the IJDion, 
wtilch tlot (mly secures 11s pc':i(:e at IiTytni', 
IJUt ns lie will have fixit l i t  c:rei.p step w f ' h i u  
progress", s!rengihcris the nrrn uf thc natloii 
iit)routl, arid rt:iiJers i t  migl!ty t o  protcct ILY 
citizetis on c v c r y  sea :itid i n  ~V'UFJJ climc:. 
�Ie will hnve Ie i i I ' n t  to jtidge i t  at i t s  true 
value, and rcturn p r e p r e d  to lay down liis 
l i l t ,  i f  necd bc, to secure its adv;lrhti:geu and 
blossings t o  his Ipostiei,ity furcvcr. 

And breritliw tliere an hniwicnn, a't 
home or abroad, wlin docs not niotirti for 
t h c  mighly dead ; W I I O . Q C  hear t  does not 
grieve when he hears tlie dc~itli.1~11ellof 
tire nian d i n  has scrvcd his country so 
Iring, so f i ~ i t h f ~ I l ~ ,a r i d  so n h l . ~ ;  of O I ~ O  

wiiosc conduct n i r t i  valor tui~ncd1)aclc tlie 
tide of h t t le ,  ;in0 w i t h  the aid of the Most 
High, giive us 1110 victory i n  a contest 
wliich involved o u r  nuriooal glory a rd  
periled 0111- nt i l ion i i l  existence ; whose: 
co~inscIseii~tairitdttic hoiioi. a n d  interest 
of thc couiitry i n  all its reliltions, both ut 
Itonie n i id  abroad, uiicl whose patriotic spir­
i t  made every nspiimtioti ant l  every impulse 
of his heart s t iberv ien t  to t l ie  good of' liis 
country, arid I cd  1iii-n to sac r i f i ce  his p r i c k  
and passions o!i t!ic a!tar of its Constitti­
tion ; ind  liiws. If  we ackno\vlcdgo h i m  to 
havc bcen accoii-ipiisiicd a s  :I S~atcsrnan, 
and distingriislierl a s  :I IVarrior, \VC milst 
iegnrrd h i m  ;IS y i i l l  more eniinc?rit i n  hi9 
ch;ir;ictcr of a good citimn, sobmiiting t o ,  
and  upholding the l a w s  ; f'or howevcr 
great he may Ihnvc :ippcaictl :O 11,s i n  thc 
batilc fielid, w i t h  h i s  I i ~ ~ i i duplifictl, his eye 
dilated aiid Iris ~ v h o l cS F I U I  on Grc, chccring 
on his mcii to victoi,y, he  will  appear stilt 
greotcr i n  I i i ~ t o i y ,~ v h c n i t  records how 
lie stood before a civil ti~ihiinal of tlic 
country,  Iluslictl tv i t l i  thc mighty SIICCCSS 

of the victory he h a d  ,just achieved, ilnd 
bowing to its decision w i t h  all hurnili~y, 
subrnirrrd without n n i u r m : i r  to the iullic­
tion of \vhi>t  he dccmed, and  i v h a t  his coun­
try aficrwards dcclorcd t o  be, an unjust 

oppi~ssions,spring from tlie ini i~crfcct ions scntcnce. 

tu  \\. l i ich all hiim:iii institiitions :ire O I I I I D X - la tracing liiin through t l i c?  


-__ i n u s ,  arid are  insepnrablc f ' i ~ ~ mthe a r l n i i i i .  

iatraiion of a cooiifry of such vast cxtcnt, 
cn>I~i,iici~rg inany var ied  productions,so 
and involving so many distinct iritewsts; 
and  that tlicse evils, when corripnrcd w i t h  
the actual sufferings of tlic people among 
\v t io i i i  lie mny cliauce to be, i i r e  b u t  as tlie 
( l a r k  spots i n  the Sun, wliicli  serve only  10 
niai .k  its revolutions, but  ncaitliar dirr i  its 
I t is i i ,e  or  diminish its t)oncliicrit heat arid 
light. Seeing and undrrslanding b l j  illis, 
he wil l ,  ~irilesu he is either s tup id  or  tor. 
riipt, give t l ianks to GoiI foi i j le ;;r!int ai l ( ]  

whole of liis 
career, i t  wi l l  be futiiiil t!iat Ilie 11c111ur:ib~e 
(!istinction of hmoika ' s  niost illustrious 
citizcn wiis attiii:icd by the continuul exer­
cise of' Iiigh a n d  nob le  qir:ilities. Born in 
Souiti Curolina! i n  tlie S V : i x a ~settlement, 
ii i  1767, lie reccived the fit^ rudimen:s of 
education at the i$ciidcriiy of t h a t  place,, 
but left it at thc early ngc of foiirteen 10  
bear  arms i n  defence of his couritry. 11c 
W ~ I Svcry soon triade prisoner by the crie-
Lriy's L)r:igoons, arid is soicl to I,xve givcn 
p i w f  w t : n  then of his iiribcndiiig spirit, by 
i,rfusitig to obi') R I I  oi,ii(ir w1iii.h l i e  consic!-

I 
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shoot the first inan wlio iidvoncod a stop 
forward, and having brought them ton  l iu l t ,  
his remonstrances induced them to returii 
to ciiinp. A t  ilnother tiroe he  compelled 
the volunteer* to return to their duty when 
on their march to abandon him, by sia­
tioning himself on their poth with a choice 
hand and two pieces of’ light artilleryQ-
IVhen they came up, he addressed them in 
t h e  following spirited language : “Go back 
to  your quarters. I have done wi th  en­
trenty, and now command you to return ; i t ’  
you s l i l l  persist i n  your resolution to move 
( J f Y  forcibly, tlie point between us sha l l  soon 
bc: (letrrtnined.P’ Secing them hesitate. !ie 
ordered the nr:illery toprepare to  fire. ‘The 
\~oltinteers\yere bravemen;  they hadgiven 
l’imok of tileir courage a t  Tellusha:chee 
i i i i d  Talodegir ; but they were subdued bjr 
1 1 1 ~ ‘  spirited bearino a n d  iron will of‘ the 
i n a n  befo1.e them. bThey returned to the i r  
rjiinrtcrS, entl  tlie frontier was soveil f’roti-, 

a good judgc of thesc qualities in ‘ohers ,  
oftcn spoke of this campaign as being in a 
high degree creditable to General JACKSON, 
and a s  indicative of his taients for com. 
mand. He repeated these sentiments and 
opinions in his despatches to Government, 
nnd advised that he  should be taken into 
the service of the United States. 

I n  May, 1814, J A C I ~ S O ~received the 
comrniwion o f  Brigadier, and the Brevet 
rank of Major General in the United States 
Army, which, upon the resignation of Gen. 
era1 HARIWONa few days after, was made 
a full commission. A s  soon 2 s  he could 
organize an Army, we find him again i n  
t h e  field, exhibiting his accustomed energy 
i n  the defence of Mobile and the capturc (if 

l’ensacolil, by which he deprived t i le  enemy 
of a s:rorig hold where they had received 
S I I O C O ~ ,aiid from whence tliey issued fort}& 
to  Ivirass the country.  <$‘he tuwn  was ta. 
keri by assault, but neitlier the inliabiiants 
110r garrison were treated with rigor, 

‘I’he n w t  action of this distinguished n i n i i  

was !he orowning glory of his military cu. 
rcer, thc Battle of New Orleiins. It W B R  
fought on the ever  memorable eighth of 
Jariiiory, 1815 ; und in contemplaling this 
defence, we know not which n)ost to ad. 
mire, the firmness and decision w i t h  which 
he riiet and overcame the dissensions t h a t  a.  
rose i n  the City, and 1lie opposition of weuk 

tlie t o t m l i a r r k  arid the scalping knile. 
The  Ge:;ural nest made a dash i n t o  tlie 

rsiiumy’s country, and defeated thern i i t  

f:nruckfiiilw; and again a t  the passage of 
l.!Ctiotichopo Creelr. f3oth tl~eso aciions 
were giillanily contesled by the Indians. l o  
tlie f i r s t  the troops fougllt bravely and 
rouied ttie enenig, notwithstanding the su­
pcrioi,ity of their numliers At Enoticliopii 
Creek, the rear guard WRS dismayed by the 
ficrcc :ittack of lhe &ivnges, and ryos only 
saved from irnmediiite destruction by the 
co t i rngeot~sticvotioii of  a few giillont T p i r .  
its, w l i n ~w i t h  n single piece ot’ Artillel,y, 
prroiccti’d ilieir retreat. ?‘he sight of l i i s  
II ;c c (1 ri I ti t t e d troops ro tispd the 1io I I  - I let1 
Chicf-Iie arrested the flying, rallied and 
i i ~ ~ ~ ~ i i ~ i t e L lliis iiien by liis voice atid mnnncr ,  
aiid filially succceded i n  re-crossit;g the 
crcck at  t!ieir hend. On tllis occasioii jiis 
!,i‘Cstnec of m i n d  and active c,ourage tui,n. 

of the day. He rescuer! theL d  the l b i ~ ~ t i n c  

C : i l i o n t  band wtio W C ~ Cfoulld coiirendii,g 

ag:ihsi feai,fiiI oclils, and attaciiiiig t i le  in. 

dian‘: i i i  their ttirn, routed then1 w i t h  gi‘cat 

s i i l  [Ighicr.

i n  tile ensuing cumpgign mas fouglit the 
hloody batile (I!’ Tohopelto, or the florse 
Shoe, i n  which JACKSON displayed a l l  the 
gwat qualities of i i t ~accomplished Onpta in 
and :uIl:int soldier. The indian forces 
were destroyed h~re-the spirit of the na. 
t ion was broken by those frequent dcfcats, 
tirid thcy short ly  after Pried f b r  peace.-
I >1liese results were due alrogeiher to t i le 
pt-r~oiialcharacter ond exerlions of  ihc 
Gencral. � ie  had succeeded iri inspiring 
tiis nien rv i t l i  confidence, end in difusing

roughout liis army the assurance of’stic­
ss? wliicii he commanded by tlie r:ipidity 
his movements, his skilftjl iiian.mavrcs 

i. r i d  11 nda u n!cd courage.
O u r  own fGcnr~ralI’INC:KSI:Y,a brave and 

! o:?i(:(-r J i i r i i y  If; : t r i i l  t t l l ’YL ’ i ,J ! . t  

or designing men; the prompt determination 
and daring execution of the attack made 
on Ihe 23d of December, before ttic enemy , 
llad disembarked their whole force, or had 
t ime to  for,m their encnrnpnient or provide ~ 

for t!ieir defence; an attack which checked 
tlieir ardor and postponed their assault up-
on ttie Ciip ; the  simple but effective bar. 
1.ic.r opposed to a presurpptuous foe, and t h e  
cool iiitrepidity with which i t  was defend­
ed ; o r  t!ie iristinctive prudence which led 
a man so impetuous in attack, to restrain 
!iiimself nnd h i s  victorious troops froin lenv. 
ing !heir lines and following up their suc­
eesd, (a ~ ~ ~ o v e n i e n twhich would h a v e  been 
very Imzsrdous against well disciplined reg. 
~1ui.s;) all evincing the high qualities of 
his commanding miiid, and tile wisdom as 
wll ns energy of his character. 

?’he circ[llnstilrloes of th i s  glqrious ac. 
tion, so important in i t s  consgquewes, avo 
familinr to the whole American people as 
household words; and to mention the dote, 
to speak of the 8 th  of  January ,  is sufficient 
to bring to the rniiicl u picture of the Battle, 
arid to orousc the enthusiastic gratitude ot’ 
cvery American. And here, where he had 
won such imperishable laurels io  the bat­
tle field, did he perform that equally rncmo. 
rablc  civil act, which will serve i n  all time 
its a n  e x a m p l e  to his fellow citigens, of re­
spect atid obedience to the laws. A4f~er  
t i l e  Jiidgc, rcftising to l isten to  his defence, 
I i i i11 ! m > d  scuiciiC(: ii1)im h i t r i ,  i i t ic!  firi~tl 



him it thoiisand dollars for contcinpt of 
Court, as he termed a measure rendered 
necmsary andfully jurtified by the esigen­
cy  of the iniperious circumstances i n  whichE 	 he w a s  placed, the people that thronged the 
Court House were so excited, and mani. 
fested their illdignation at this decision i n  
so aliirming R manner, that the General, 
w h o  w a s  compelled to submit to be drawn 
to his hotel in  the carriage from which the 
horses had been taken, found i t  necessary 
to address them. He did so with great ear. 

I 
1 	 iiestness, beseeching them, if they felt real. 

ly the gratitude and regard for him which 
they expressed, to submit, 8s he had done, 
without violence to the decision of the  

i'Judge. He urged that the civil was t h o  
, paramount and  supreme law of the land ; 

t h a t  if '  recent events had shown wha t  fear­
' less valor can effect, he exhorted them to 

believe i n  the no less important trriih, that 
submission to the civil authority is !he first 

'j duty of the citizen." 
Uy arguments and exhortations such as  

these, he calmed the popular tumult. The 
citizens then raised the money by voluiita­
ry contributions, and insisted upon payirig 
the  fine. 

'; I tharik my fellow citizens for their  
generous offer," he replied, " and consider 
i: a s  a renewed evidence of their regai,d j 
but I have already paid the money, and beg 
tha t  the sum they have raised may be a p ­
plied to the relief nf the widows and or. 

J 	 phans of' .those who have fnlien in,defeuce 
of' the City." His request was a t  onco 
complied wi th  by the generous and patriot. 
ic inhabitants of New Orlentis. 

Nevei.theless, this unjust decree distress. 
cd him, and he was most anxious it should 
be reversed. His conscious sense of I'CC­
titiide could not remove the sting it h a d  in. 
flicted, a n d  he earnestly desired to be re. 
lieved from this unmeriied disgrace by the 
voice of his country. In this, loo, he was 
fortunate ; although long delayed, tliis act 
of justice finally passed Congrevv and glad­
deried his declining years.

The Inst  time tie appeared i n  arms was 
i n  1817, wiien he marched at the head of 
the Volunteers of Tennessee and the Alili. 
~ i aof' Georgia, to protect the frontiers from 
t l ie  savags outrages of' thc Semiiiolee. He 
drove tlirni bdck and penetrated into Flor­

\ i d a ,  w h e w  lie destroyed lhcir villages and 
broke rip he i r  retreats. Receiving liere 
undoubted proofs that t h e  Indians had been 
instigated to commit their niassacres by 
two foreigners, these men were arrested 
n n d  iiiade to expiate their crimes by a dis­
gracet'iil death. Learning too that the dis­
persed hordes were reassembling west of 
the hpnlact)icola, and \ v e r ~prorectcd and 
counienanced by the Governor of Pensaco. 
]:I, he at oncd pursued thein to the walls O f  

t l i i i l  t ( J \ V t l ,  \i hicli Irc iJgilil1.oaplured. '1'11c 

i rholc iiatron approvcd tliesc .r.igoioil\ p i  O. 

ceedinjis, a n d  the .4dminisiratiori l i i \ i i ! i <  d 
his ccgrse a n d  declared i t  to hove 'bern in 
strict conforn!ity wi th  national l o w .  \ V h e n  
Florida wmceded to the United States, 1 1 0  

w a s  appointed a Commissioner to receive 
the Territory, and was subsequently creii. 
ted its first Governor. Here too h i 8  tiriri. 
ness protected the country from f i ~ ~ i i d i i l ~ ~ n t  
attempts to deprive it of righis secured by 
the Treaty of' cession. 

I first rnet him in the City of Washing-
ton, shortly after my return from South A .  
merice, Living under the clwie roof, I s a w  
h im frequently and familiarly. I wiis n i i i c l i  
struck w i t h  his commanding preseiice arid 
erect carriage ; his morlred C O U I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I I ~ ~  
a n d  keen, cxpressive eye-and [jot I css  SO 

with his bland and courtmus manner, a r i d  
the dignity iind repose of liis genera l  clr. 
meanor, singularly coiiirasted at titries t v i i l i  

the errergp of his speech, arrioun~iriga l tnos t  
t~ bursts of eloquence, especially w l i e i i  
roused by any allusion to the diliictiliies 
thrown i n  his way whi l e  m:iking pteiiar:i­
tioils for the defence of New Orleans. Ot' 
our late enemy he spoke wi th  respect, CI;.  

cept when his eye caught [tie blnckeried 
walls of ihe Ciipilol, arid then he esliressid 
his indignation w i t h  his wonted vehemence, 
1 regret that he himself h a d  not comiii:ii:ded 
on t ha t  eventful day. Both nations niig'it 
have been saved froin lasting disgrace. i 

A t  his invitation I visited h i m  a t  t l i c  
Hermitnge. It w3s a p!eiising,,Yigiitto see 
this iinpeti~ousman subdued into t he  k i i i d  
hearted futher of u family, and prt1ctisiiig * 
all the social virtues that ad~irnarid i.efine 
life. He wiis more t h a n  hospiinble-he 
w a s  unreniitting i n  l i iy  a~tentioristo  t l ie  
wants and coniforts of his guests. 1-18 
loved to p l a y  wi th  children, and t rC i I IOCI  his 
wife with marked deference n n d  atTectiori. 
nte respcct, crud all nround him with heilrty 
kindness. Indeed, his attachment to his 
wife wns devoted and romantic. After I i e r  
death, 1 w a s  once sliown into his bed-room, 
to which, being indisposed, he h a d  reiired 
a t  a n  early hour .  I found him srated by 
tire Fire, w i t h  liis Bible and his wife's hfiri­
inlure o n  i i  sinall table before him.  tTe 
alluded to h e r  i n  the most touchirig icrms, 7 

arid spoke of his hope of bring agaiii uni ied/3,  
to hcr i n  anotlier and a bet:er woiiii, w i t i i r  
great feeling a n d  unaffecrcd piety. 

Having no children of h i s  own, lie adopt. 
lives; one of them to wliuiii lie 

gave h i s  name, he treated i u  every respect 
:is i f  he hcid been his own son ; arid lii:; 

kindriess wiis extended i n  a n  especial rniiii­

tie- to all who were i n  asy way connected 
wi ih  Iier. The  warmth of his aiFeciiuiis 
n n d  liis activc bsnevolencc were eshibiied 
i r i  this a s  i n  all his relations ip lifc. llis 
friends arid neighbors were iicvcr tired ui' 
I c ~ ~ ~ i t t i ~ i i ;his clrarjtable acls. 

I 





c 
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tcst proba1;iIiIy or 0111' doing so ;  11i:lt ihc 
illoxicons \vcrc a proud people, ri~itlw o t ~ l d  
iicver consent to scll one foot. of thci i ,  tcr­
r i to ry  : t l i o t  I h:id riot made the oiibr oKi­
cial:y, becausc I t ~ a dascertained tliat S I I C I I  
:ipi,upos:iI would not only be rejectccl, but 
w o t i l ~ lbe rcgarded as an insult to thcii. no. 

i '  1 ion: i l  dignity. I assurcd h im,  liowever,j j  ! l int c:iu.ses w w e  at morl .' i-11 would soon 
i 
I Iii.ing ' r e i n s  into the I ',m: that I liact 

l i l t e l?  sePn a report from Gen. 'i'ER,ix, a 
very intc!ligent officer, who coiiiiriaiitlcd on 
ihc KortIicrIt frontier, in which lie jnforii ictl  
his Govcrninent that it would lie impussi­
lilc, w i t h  its present policy a n d  orpaiiim. 
tioii, t o  i , u t n i n  possession of ' r csns  I I I U C I I  
1!?nger: t1i:it il;e hrnci~icanu5 ~ 1 1 0lint1 bceii 
i icviteci to sctile there, as a iiefcrice iig:iiiist 
\hc Indiaiis, were nccustomed to law anti 
orilcr, nnd would rebel against [lie misrulc 
of thc hlcsican authorities, If  you d o  
not)!' said ire, '(give thein Iaws, a n d  take 
ciii'c t h a t  thcy are impartially esecu;ed, tho 

' Tes r ins  will  lnalie l ~ i w sfor tliemselves iltld 

fbrw a s t :pr i i te  Ciovernmcnt." I reynrdccl 
th is  result as inevitable, and expi,cssud my 
firm conviction t h a t  the Americans i n  'I'ex. 
as, although they would loyally fulfi l  their 
cornpact r v i t h  iho Mexican Government, 
\\..okild not  submit to any violatiou of i t  j 
a u d  t h a t ,  sooner o r  h t e r ,  circunistnnces 
wo u Id fcJ iw? t hein i n  to ou I' Co 11fedo rilcy. 
O r 1  hcai,ing this, the General took ( I O W I I  a n  
c:iiorinous rnanuscript Map ofthut couutry ; 
i t  w a s  too large f i r  t I i e  tnI)Ie i i i ici  \\ 'CLS 

rpi,cari on tlie floor ; we cast ourselvcs d o w n  
h i d e  i i ,  and piwpped on his a r m ,  ilnd 
~ m i i ~ - i n govcr  its bnys, rivers i ind  mouiitaius, 
I i c  pointcd out the iiiiportance of its ncqui­
sit ion, exhibiting throughout all his obver. 
viitions an intimate u n d  even mninute BC. 
quaintarice with tlic advnntages and re­
cmirces of ihnt country, arid shewing that 
l iu  had csamiiied the whole subject, niid cv­
cry circiinistancc connectcd w i t h  i t ,  w i t h  
c a ref u  I so I ici t 11d e. 

Genei,al JACKSONlived to sce this most 
cherislicd wish of his hcnrt accomplislicd.
In this, n s  i n  all liis high iispirations, his 
countryis good wns the object he hild i n  
view. I n  this as i n  all  his great \inderta. 
Iiings for the corninon welfhrc, his firmness 
at' purpose, his ardent zeal, arid wrll di. 
i.(,ciecienergy and p~:rsevc~'ai~cc,coiiiinantl. 
eii success. 

It was at the pcriod of wliicli 1 lir ive bcen 
.<[)enfiiugtha t  General J A c ~ ~ , ? O S ,:it n public 
f c s r i v n l ,  uttered these mernoruble ~ v o r d s: 
' *  '~IILFeJcral  Union : i t  Insst bu pie-erv­
e d s "  r l T t ~ 7I I I L Y  arose i n  his h t i i r t  ancl burst 
~~pontancuuslyfrorn Iiis l i p ,  upori hear ing  
writirnents espresscd on t h a t  occnsioii, 
\! hicti; accordlug tc, his in te rpre ta t ion  of 
tticxin, tlircateued the safety of tiic CLiion. 

s n w  at t h a t  monicnt t!ic ;nt!ic,iii?g slot 171; 

a n d  snuglit I)? his w i r n i n g  voice L O  ilvci't 
i t .  W i t h  his eaglc gl,ince lie c n i l ~ r a c c t l:ill 
the dreaded results of' iiie c/ucti.ines ivliiclt 
ruiig i n  liis cars. He dic! not me:ii~to iic­
cuse thosc who maiiitaincd iiiif.1 pioriiiilg:~. 
ted thesc doctrines of iiiiy i n t e i i t i o n  io d is ­
so!ve the U n i o n ;  but i n  iris oijiiiion they 
coultl not be carried out without t:i:ilnngcr­
ing its existence ; anil he \visiiccl i t  t L )  b;: a t  
once iinderstood, that lie \\'us r~csdvcclt:r 
use all the power confiit1i.d to liiiii by the 
Constitution to preserve i t .  1i1 the cuntcsb 
ttist ibllowcd, th is  objeci \vas kept  contin. 
uitl!y in  view, rind this dc:erininatioii lully 
i nn  i:i fcutcd, I3tit from t r y u  c n  t YI iiii i II ti. 
mn t e perso no 1 comin ti ni ctl t i j [ i s  o ii t lit: su 11. 
ject, 1 can bear witness tli:it tliiwiighout tho. 
whole period of that piiinfkil controversy1 
while cxliibiting an iiiflclxible i i i ~ i i i i i essoi' 
purposc, he manifested on cvery  occasion 
the most earnest solicitude t!iat tlie strugglc
might terminatc pcaceably. I-lis Ictters to 
m e  at this period, written i n  a remari tably 
cleiir and vigorotis style, are instinct \vim 
tha noblest scutiments of iiiinianiry and  pat-
riot ism. 

I n  1833 I niet hirn i n  Y e w  F o r k ,  a n d  n t  
his request accoimpariicil liirn througbi Cun­
nccticut to lloston. Iliiring the whole 
course of' thid triumphant proyi'css, 112 \ v ~ 
every where received by the peoplc wit ik  
enthusiastic mirnifestatioirs of  IDVCi i ~ dre­
spect. Their eagerncss to appvonch him,  t 
tiieir eiirnest gr&irigs, Li[iiiria\eiI cII(:crY 
and joyful acclamationS, exhibited tlicir af­
f~!ctioniitcadmiration. I-le was at tirncs 
profouncI!y moved, a n d  frequently c:sprcss­
ecl his grtrtitude to God for  Iiavi[ig ti1 led to 
overflowin5 his cup of happiricss. It is 
not surprising tha t  lie sl iouid h v c  en.joyctl 
SO large a shiire of' p o p u l l r  favor ; fiJr not 
only hiid he servcd his cuuutiy ip war,  a n d  
won f u r  hcr inipeiihable renown i n  the 
bi,iitle iicld, bu t  his administration of tho 
Governrticnt had been sii:gultlrly tortunatc. 1 
His firmness and docisiori lhcd slevatcd tile 
character of the rration nbroad,  and h o d  
constrained Foreign States to respect and 
do us juslicc. E-Ionorable pfxcc had been 
maintaincd wi th  all rile powei,s of the world, 
and domestic ti*nnquility re.established. 

The loiig pendirig claims of' the Uiiitcd 
States on Naples: Uctirn;irtr aiid I:rancc, 
had, by h i s  firmness a n d  straigIit.forward 
proceedings, been a t  Icngth LiJju,ted and 
paid; and tho fearf'til struggtc bctwecn the 
General Governmerit auci one oi'tlie Stutcs, 
wliicli threa:eried tlie esisiencc of our ia­
siiturioris, hod been pcacef'i:lly terminated. 
'l'iie Ni~tilJfialdebt K 'ZS paid o!i; a n t i  the 
Governmeut exiii!:itccl t l ie gratifjing spec­
tacle of tin overEo\v i i ig  'I'ic;isut.y : hgri­
culture and Commerce were ibtiristii:ig, 

l \ . i i I i  111ot extraordinary perspicoiry Y J ~ I ~aiid every por[ion oi onr vast c i~t i i i i ryw a s  
n iiicli tic ! v m  so eniirwntly git'te"i, !ie hiw prosperous. 

i
P 



T n  c w r y  i l c p  I:) 111siotiriipy iirrorlglt nil this subiect among his fellow ciiize 
lifr; i n  l i i q  nlilit.iiJ cniccr and  i n  his  civil I will content myself w i t h  expressing
stations, JBCI~,CI\\+us eniinrntly f<ivored belief that i n  future time the impartial t 

I: IY true tha t  his promptness torian will justify both his motives and 

at once to a 
where his gr*owiiigvirtues were nurtured, 
his energetic niitnre displayed, and all his 
high qualities brought into coristant nctivi. 
ty. The  wilderness was to be subdued, 
the defencelcss frontier settlers to be pro. 
tected, the Savnge taught to respect ihe 
superior race that had invaded his territo. 
ry, new States were to be created and new 
Governmerits organizcd, laws to be made 
u n d  justice ndrriiiiistei ed ; all circumstan. 
ces a n d  acts affording frequent oppor tun i .  
lies for displaying the high and  brilliant 
qtialitirs JA(*KWS aud of whichp o s s c s s ~ ~ ,  
he WHY enabled to avail hitiiself by the 
conlidence inspired by his early career, 
his high character n n d  remarltable firrriness 
ai:d self.possession it i  the hour of danger.

The  wrongs inflicted upon his country
by a Foreign power, during the convul­
sions of Europe, produced H war, i n  the 
progress of which he performed deeds t h a t  
will be held i n  everlasting remembrance. 
Gratitude for his services, and the concur-
rent approbation of, a majority of his f'el. 
low citizens, placed him at the head of the 
nation, and furnished atlother opportunity 
ot' bringing into action the remarkable 
qualities of his mind .  He possessed the 
wisdom rather of the heart than of the 
liead which conducted h i m ,  by unerring 
:ind infallible rnettioda, to correct conclu. 

i
1 siotis and forturiiite iesu1t.s ; for his heart 

was animated by high and noble princi­
ples, and his purposes directed by unwa. 
vering courage and energy. His instinct. 
ive love of justice, which led h i m  neiilier 
to do nor to suffer wrong, gnve a high 
tone to his Government atid exalted the 
honor of his country. His hatred of cor­
ruption rendered his admil:istration pure,
and his sense of duty prompted his coura. 
geoiis resistance to what lie conscientious. 
ly regarded as iiie pernicious and bnneful 
itifluences of P great monied Institution.-­

,$ .4s tfirru siill e\isi$ :[ co i - t r - i r i~ tyof opii;inn 
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by fortune. 
and decision, his vigovoris intellect and 
strength of chsracter, enabled h im t o  seize 
ripori circums[ctnces a n d  direct events to 
thr  advancement of his  country's glory 
and prospcriliz ; bu t  the events nncl cir. 
cun!stiinces of the epoch i n  which he lived, 
were i n  a high degree favorable, and called 
all those qualities into actian : they inade 
h im in eai ly lire 7 participator i n  his coun­
try'. striiggle for Independence, and  itlenii­
fied him w i i h  the gloi i o ~ i sreccllcciions cf 
tliis d,ry. Borne onward with :he mighty 
streani of emigration, which, soon after 
the Itevolutioiiaty war. flowed to the West, 
overspreading the fertile plains and filling 
iip tlic rich vullies of t h a t  fiivored region,
hu was transported theatre 

conduct on this trying occasion. His re­
spect for the Constirutlon, End his thorough
dernucratic plinciples, caused Iiim to guard
vigilantly the  respective rights of the  Fed­
eral Government and of the States; and 
neither to suffer or to do any act whicli 
might disturb !he harmony of their movc­
ments. And finally his love of country, 
the iuling passion of his lieart, prompted 
him to tax R I I  his facultics and to exert all 
h i s  energies to prtserve tlie Union froin 
threatened or impending danger. 

The termination of his cikil career left 
his country prosperous, respected and hap. 
py, n n d  he bore into retirement the love 

*and veneration a f  his fellow citizens. He 
carried with him, too. the gratifying con­
viction that the same high principles which 
had  governed him, animated his successor, 
and would be exerted w i t h  equal Pea1 and 
devotion to maintain the honor of tlie courii 
try and advance its interests and prosperi. 
iy.

During the remainder of his days, his 
time was devoted to his religious duties, la 
the practice of every social virtue, to ,prayers and aspirations for his country's
welfare, w h i c h  appears to have occupied 
his thoughts and to huve been his ruling
passion to the last moment of his exisience. 

1 -H e  died on the 8 t h  of June, 1845. A t  
no period of his life, and under no circum­
stances, was the wisdom of his heart more t 
conspicuous t h a n  i n  the hour of death. It  
had conducted h im to a confident belief i n  
tlie Christian religion and to a firm reliance 
on his God ; and steadfast i n  his faith, wc 
find h im i n  his last moments resigned and 
snlCpossessed, as on all other occaeions of 
his eventful career. W i t h  hid earthly af. ,,
fections still strong within him, he desired 
to breathe his last i n  the arms of friend-

Iship. He assembled his family and housc. 

hold that he might bless them, and exhort. i 

ing them so to live the remainder of their 

days that he might meet them again in  

Heaven, he expired, i n  the full hopo of R \I

blessed immortality through the merits and I
iotercession of his Redeemer. 


Spir i t  of the departed ! Thy Christian / - f 

brethren f i n d  consolation for thy loss in the 

1 * > 
belief tha t  thou a r t  at peace.

From the realms above thou callest us, 

j I d  


thy mourning friends a n d  countrymen, 

from these tnunifestations of our griof 10 

the contemplation of thy virtues, thy deeds 

of greatness, thy honorable fonie, thy well. 

spent life, Christian deuth and eternal hap- ' tr

piness--reflections, which elevate our 

thoughts, soothe our Rorrow, and f i l l  our 

hearts and minds with giateful feelings 

a n d  affectionate remeinbiinces. 











