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16 TIIF. BURKSIDE EXPEDITION. 

conifortable night. Ererythiiig 011 the deck that 
was not lashed \v:i9 svept  overlmwd ; mid the inen, 
furllitore :tiid crockcrj- beloir. decks were tlirown 
about i n  :L iiiost pwiiiiscuotis niniiner. The breeze 
dicll awiy t o n x i l s  niolning, soon after which n 
licnvy fog arose niid coiitiniii.11 the greater part of 
the day. The occ:iii's a~i-el lcltiriiig the day, which 
W:LS soincthiiig terril)!e, lwpt oiie iii constant thought 
tl1:tt the little ~ e > > e lIT-:LS i n  momentary danger of 
goi 116u i i  der . 

Tom:irds niglit t h e  wiiid arose, niid withiii a short 
time it inerei1zeil to  a tririljlc gale, and me cxpcri­
ciiccd on that iiiglit inore tli,xcimfort and drcacl, if 
possil)le, tlinii oii tlic preceding one. At times, i t  
socmcil :is if tlic J ~ : I T C S ,  which appeared to 11sinouri-
tniii high, .cvoiild eiigiilf us ,  biit then the littlo vessol 
would ride them :iud s tngger  forward in her course. 
Tho great trouble, the c:iptaiii wid,  was to  keep hor 
11c:id to the i r i i id ,  hilt his prcseiico of rniiid never 
seciiicd to leave him for a moirieiit, and every inst:tnt 
of' oiir cxtrcmc cl:iiigcr fioiii tirric t o  time woiilcl Ile fol­
lowed by a denionstrntioii of liis ability to keop his 
vcssel above water. 
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not so large. At onc time it scemcd as if 0111‘little 
1,o:lt \rou!il be crushecl hetiyeen In-o of the larger 
~-e ;~ .e l sJrh ich  had dragged t!ieir nucl1or~a d  were 
comiiig clown U p 0 1 1  her. for tun at el^., the COUI­

iuniiciei,s of the vcssels succeeded iii checliirrg them 
i l l i t  :IS t h ~ yc:mc in coutact v i t h  U S .  Most of the 
fleet xrrivecl inside the bar diiriiig thr :~f:cr!~oou. 

Tile p~opel le r ,“The Cit,y of S e w  York,” which 
v a s  I:iden v i t h  supplies mid ordiiniicc stores, ground­
cd 011 the b : ~ ,niid proved II total loss. Hcr officers 
and CL‘CV clung to  the riggjiig until the next day, 
wlieii they were, reficricd by siirf-lmits sent to their 
assi;t:\iicc. One of thc troop vessels :ilso groundcd 
oii the h r ,  after iiighthll, a n d  it seemed for a tirrio 
as if she aiid her precious cargo Ti-ould be lost. 
Some  gullnut voluiiteers went to  her rclicf with B 
tiig-lmt, which siiccedeil in getting her  off the bar 
and into t h o  harbor. The nnter and coal vessolv did 
iiot a p p r o x h  the Inlet, but went to sen as a matter 
of snfety. 

Snch of the vcssols as were of too heavy draught 
t o  p:tss over the bar, aiicliored uiider the cape. 
From oiie of thcve vessels, t n o  officers, Coloiiel Al-
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as if nothing could prevent general disaster. AS I 
[lofore said, the water and most of tho c o d  vessels 
were driven to sea by the stress of the weather, and 
the  entire fleet was for many days on short rations of 
miitcr. Much sufferiiig rcsnlted from this, and a t  
oiie time a Hag of distresa was hoisted ou many of 
the vessels i n  consequcnco of the wallt of water. 
On one of thesa drcary dnys I for :I,time gave up 

all hope, and willred to tho bow of tho vessel that 1 
might be tilolie. Soon after, :t small, black clood 
appc:ircd in the :tiigry gray sky, just  above the hori­
zon, and vcry soon spread so as to  cover tho ontiro 
caiiopy ; aiicl in a few momeiits after, a most copious 
fall of rain cnnie to our  relief. Signals were given 
to spread sails to catch the water, and in a short 
time a n  :tbundancc was sectired for the entire fieot. 
I mas at  once cheered up, but very much ashamed 
of the distrust which I had allowed to get the mas­
ter of me. 

To go into a detailed description of all that we 
suffered during those terrible days would require Inore 

time than I call givc to this piper.  Prom time to  
time we made efforts to cross the fleet from the In-
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iiig, almost silenced them. I ordered a reconnois­
s?tnce,just before n o o ~ i ,ljy a s~rl:lllbont, xitli :\ view 
of ascertaining B poilit of laiiiliiig. A yo1111gi~cgro, 
who had escsped from the island oii otir wrival at 
Hatteras Iiilct, liud given UIC most v d u a b l e  i~iforma­
tioii as to  the iiatore of tlie shore of thc island, from 
which I had determined that our point of landing 
wonld bo a t  Ashby’s Harbor,  which ~ n siiearly niid­
may up the shore. The reconiioitcriiig p:irty was 
accompanied by this yoiiiig iiegro, n i i d  all that he 
lind told us proved to lie correct, io t h t  I directed 
the landing to he m:de tlierc. 

A t  onc o’clock, the qu:rtcr.; of t he  ga 
of the forts were firccl hy one of our ~ l l c l l a .  The 
rebel piiilmits retired i i p  tlie souucl, bu t  still coiitin-

S C ~ S .  Orders were givcii for the t i o u p  to Iaiiil a t  
three o’clock. The groiiiid in  the 1c:x of Al*hiJy’s 
Harbor was clcared by sliells from the iin\  a1 vc-*els, 
niid our  laigc surf-boat3 J\ eie Ion eiecl, r:i1)idlj filled 
with troops wid towed u p  in long lines by light­
drnnght vcssels until they came near t o  the shore of 
tlic harbor, when each of the 6urf-boats ~ a jcut  looso 
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its record we can be proud of. No body of troops 
ever 1i:id more difficulties to overcome in tlie same

4 

spec of time. Its perils were both by 3:iiid :uid 
watcr. Defeat never bcfell it. No gun was lobt 
by i t .  Its experience w~i sa successioii of honora­
ble victories. 
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Having occiipied the island and its depcndenctes you Fi l l  at  
OIICO proceed t o  the erection of the hatterics and defences neces. 
sa1-y t o  holcl the poeition wi th  a small force. Should the f l a p  
officerrequire any assistfince in seizing or holding the dchouclies 
of the cauala from Norfolk, yon nil1 please afford it to him. 

The Commodore and yourself having completed your arrange­
ments in regard to  Roanoke I ~ l a t i dand the waters north of i t ,  
you will please n t  once make a descent upon New Bernc, har ing  
gained possession of vh ich  and the rnilroitd passing through i t  
you will a t  once throw a sumcient force npon Bcnofort; nn t l  take 
?be steps neccssar? to  reduce � o r t  Macon nnd open that port .  
JTiien you seize Nerr Berue you will endeavor to s e i x  the rail-
road as far west as Goldsl~orougli.sliould circumstance; fayor 
siich 8 movement. The tciiiper oi the people, the  rc!icl force a t  
hand, $c., will go far toiyard determining the quc>tion as to  
h o w  fiir west the rnilioad can be safely occnpied niiil hrld.  
Should circumstances render it advisable to  seize and hold RR­
leigh, the main north and south line of railroad passiiig through 
Goldsborongli should he ho elfrctually destroyed for (~ousidcrn­
ijlc distances north a n d  soutlr of that point as to render it im­
possible for the rebil, t o  i i ~ ei t  t o  your disaclvantage. A great 
point would be gaiucd in nny event by the effectual tlle-truction 
of the Wilniiiigton niid Kelilou Hiiilroad. 

I would advise great CRotioil ill moving so far into the interior 
us upon Raleigh. Hnr ing accoiiiplislied the objects mentioned, 
the next point of interest wonld probably be Wilmington, the 
reduction of which may require tha t  additioiial means s l~a l lhe 

afforded you. I wolild urge great caution i n  regard to procla-
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