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P I< E F A T 0  K Y N OT E 
T I I E S E  Dogtown Slietches were written almost 

wholly :IS the result of an  effort to satisfy the 
curiosity of the author as to the history, biography 
and traclitions oT the desei ted vi lhge,  their coiitinua- 
tion and publication being encouraged by the general 
attention they cominandetl. It is not claiiiied that 
they are  complete, but it i s  believed they contain far 
more information than has yet becii p~iblislied con- 
cerning their subject. The added matter on " The I 

Beginnings of Dogtown " gives a hitherto overlooked 
but anthentic account of its origin from original rec- 
ords. T h e  writer desires to express his deep seiise 
of obligation to those who, bcfore the publication of 
the matter originally prepared, and since, ha\ e assist- 
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ecl hy  furnishing facts and reminiscences. T h e y  
made it possi1)le to get together a mass of autlientic 
history, where a t  first it  seemed that a t  best, only a 

f ew traditions \\rere to be rescued f rom oblivion. Of 
course nearly a11 the material \vas in the memories of 
Cape  Ann’s aged people, a n d  it has been a source of 

unalloyed pleasure to sit by them r.nd listen to their  
discourses upon the days of long ago .  Aiiioiig the 

precious memories of a year a re  those of inany :tn 

hour spent  in ancient kitchens, wliilc siveet-facec! old 

ladies, often \\Fit11 sweeter voiccs, o r  nicn with whi t -  
ened locks and  time-furrowed checks, recalled the 
stories told them by  the fireside by other dear old 
lvoineii a n d  nobie old men of a past century.  No 
\\-ondcr Gloucester has developed into such a n  admir -  
able m t l  lovable a coinmunity,  when there still liu- 
gers among her people so inany of their honored 
11 r og e n i t o r s . 





c 

The St0l.y of Dogfowrz. 

Arizona and New Mexico. There are comparatively 
few rtiined cities in America ; and  even more rare ai-e 

the instances of deserted villages which were once 
inhabited b y  white men, the progenitors of people 
who are living to-day. I t  has been the pleasure of 
the writer during the past few years to acquaint many 
people with their ancestors, in a figurative sense, for 
in the heart of Cape Ann may be found the remains 
of a village which was once inhabited by  the grantl- 
parents or more distant progenitors of many who arc 
to-day active in the affairs of Gloucester ant1 Rock- 
port. Since the first edition of this volume appeared 
the writer has published in  the Gloucester ‘‘ Times ” 
many columns of the genealogy of Dogtown, show- 
ing the lines o f  descent referred to-more particularly 
of the Day,  Stanwood a n d  Lane  families. 

To-day the only inhabitants of ‘‘ Dogtown ” are 
lowing kine, an occasional decrepit horse turned out 
to pasture as a pensioner, or wootlchuclrs, crows and 
migrating birds. Its grass-grown streets are there, 
ant1 its foot-worn tloor-stones may be used for rest- 
ing-places h y  the occasional slimmer tourist o n  a 
ti-amp across the cape, a curiosity seeking Appalach- 
i a n ,  91. hy the more n ~ i i i ~ e r o u s  berry pickers. T h e  
cle:i~.etl land in the midst of such a waste of rocks, a s  

is the rule in Dogtown Commons, always leads to 
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speculation ; even more suggestive are tlie walled 
yards ancl the many cellars, both of houses and f w n  
bu i Id i iig s . 

Concerning these old cellars novelists l iar  e woven 

their romance., a n d  poets have sung. Kearly a h a l f -  
century ago they excited the interest of Richard 
Henry Dana and Thotnas Starr  King,  and the circle 
of rare minds these men drew to Cape Ann with 
them. Long afterwards, Col. Thomas  Wentworth 
Higginson, in one of those delightful bitsof reininis- 
cence scattered through " Oldport Days," described 
a walk to Dogtown Commons from Pigeon Cove : 

P 

" What  can Hawthorne m e a n  by saying in his 
English diary that ' an American would never under- 
stand the passage in Bunyan about Christian and 
Hopeful going astray along by a by-path into tlie 
grounds of Giant Despair, ii-om there being no stiles 
and by-paths in our country ' ? So much of the charm 
of American pedestrianism lies in the by-paths : F o r  
instance, the whole interior of Cape Ann,  beyond 
Gloucester. is a continuous woodland, with granite 
ledges everywhere cropping out, around which the 
high-road winds, following the curving and indented 
line of the sea, and dotted here ancl there with fishing 
hamlets. T h i s  whole interior is traversed by a net- 
work of foot-paths, rarely passable for a wagon, 
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and not always for a horse, but enabling the pecles- 
trian to go from any one of the villages to any  other, 
in a line aiinost direct, and always under an  agreea- *‘ 
ble shade. By the longest of these hidden ways, one 
may go from Pigeon Cove to Gloucester, ten miles, 
without seeing a public road. In  the little inn a t  the 
former village there used to hang an old map of this 
whole forest region,’ giving a chart of some of these 
paths, which were said to date back to the first settle- 
ment of the country. O n e  of them, for instance, w a s  

called on the map ‘ Old road froin Sandy Bay to 
’Sq~iain Meeting-House through the woods’ ; but the  
road is now scarcely even a hritile-path, and the most 
faithful worshipper could not seek ’Squain meeting- 
house in the family chaise. These woods hare  been 
lately devastated; but when I first knew the region, 
it was as good as any German forest. Often we 
stepped from the edge of the sea into some g a p  in the  
woods ; there seemed Iiai-tily nioie than a rabbit- 
track, yet presently ivc met some wayfarer who had 
crossed the Cape  by i t .  

‘‘A piney dell gave some vista of thc broad sea w e  
were leaving, and an  opening in  the woocls displayed 
another liluc sea-line before ; the encountering breezes 

? 



pcnetratinx iiiither :imong oaks :inti walnuts we  c:iiiie 
upon some little cottage, quaint a n d  sheltered as an?- 

Spenscr d w ~ v ;  it was tiot built on the  higli-road. and 

turned its vine-clad gable away f rom even the foot- 
p t h .  Then the grouiicl rose and  other hrcczes caiiie ; 
perhaps \ye climbed trees to 1001; for l a n d m ~ i r l ~ s ,  a n d  

fount l  only :in unseen ( l~ i a r rp .  T h r e e  niiles inland, a s  

I reinember,  IVC fountl the  heartlistones of ;I  txnishetl 
settlement ; tlicn \vc passed a s w a m p  \vitli cardinal 
Ilotvers ; then ;I c:itlietlral of noble pines, topped wi th  
cron-s’ nests. If we hat1 not gone astray,  by tliis t ime 
we woultl have presently emerged oli Dogtown Coin- 
inon, a n  c1ev:itetl tableland, overspread with grea t  
lioulders as  with houses, a n d  encircled with n girdle 
of green woods and  another girdle of blue sea. I 
litiow of nothing like that g ray  waste of boulders ; i t  
is a iiatur;il S:ilisbury plain,  of which  icebergs a n d  
occnn currents wcrc the  Druid ic  builders ; in that  

multitude of couchant nionhters there seeins a sense 
of suspended life ; you feel as if they must speak and  

answer to each other in the  silent nights, but by day 
only the  wantleriiig sea-birds seek tliem, on their  way 
:icross the C:ipe, and  the sweet-bay and  green fern 
imbed them in :L softer a n d  deeper sett ing :is the  years 
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foot-path ; but as you recede farther from the  outer 
ocean a n d  appioach  Gloucester, J OLI come among still 
wilder ledges, unsafe without a guide, a n d  you find 9 

in one place a cluster of deseitecl houses, too difxcnlt 
of access to remove even  their materials, so that they 
a re  left to moulder alone. I used to wander in  those 
w O O d S ,  suniiner after summer ,  till I had  mnde my  own 
char t  of their devious tracks, a n d  n o w  when I close 
niy eyes i n  this Oldport niidstimmei-, the soft I talian 
a i r  takes 011 something of a Scandinavian vigor ; for 
the  incessant roll of carriages I hear the  tinkle of the  
quarryman’s hammer  and the  veeq’s song; and I long  
for those perfumed a n d  b r e e q  pasturei ,  and for those 
promontolies of gran i te  where the  fresh water is nec- 
ta r  and the salt sea has a regal blue.” 

Col. Higginson hints in the  above passage at  inany 
of the topographical ‘inti geographical features of the 
Hea r t  of Cape  Ann. The old road Erom Sandy  Bay 
to ’Sqiiain is wha t  is n o w  linown a s  Re1 ere  street. 
IIe tlracvs the  line between Dogtown 1 illage and  
Dogtown Commons with as much care as  the  most 
particular old-timer could wish.  He  also mentions 
I ~ m b  or Raccoon ledge, it is difficult to say which .  

% 7 h ~  did 
inore than one  huiit l i  etl families exile themselves f i  om 

* 

Dogtown is a pathetic, fascinating place. 

the  life of the  villages so near thein, a n d  d\yell in lone- Ir 
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its demolition, ;i 6‘ grea t  resort for young  people for 
mirth antl jollity.” T h e  path continues across the  val- 
l e j  in which  the Gloucester Branch  of the  Boston 
& hla ine  railiond runs, wh ich  bears the marks of the  
titles 011 its sentinel ledges -showing that once  they 
flowed through here from Good Harbor  or  L o n g  
I3encli to the  ’Squam river-and thence to a big rock, 
which in the  distance looks like a pitch-roofed house, 
\vliicli stands directly on the  Dogtown iond ,  near the  
end of the main  settlement. T h e  following d iagram 
may give ;I clearer idea of the  foregoing : 

1% 

T h e  straight lines in the tr iangle represent , tlie 
general  clirectioii of three very crooked ioads. A is 
the point on  Dogtown road, beyond the intersection 
of I<eynartl ant l  Cher ry  streets, xvhere the road from 

U meets it.  F r o m  A the Dogtown road coiitiiiiics u p  
what  old residents of Riverdale call ‘‘ Gravel hill,” 
p s t  the Vivian liarn, a n d  011 to the  rock already re- 
ferred to a t  C. I t  then winds  on  to the  TVhalc’s Jaw. 





I 





* 
IS The Story of Dogtown. 

Coining from the Harbor  village of Gloucester, 
through Maplewood avenue, one reaches Poplar street, 
arid after turning to the left, soon reaches the bridge 
at  Alewife brook. Beneath a solitary poplar, on a 
little rise of ground, is the cellar of Taminy \-ounger. 
An apple orchard stands near. T h e  cellar has been 
cleared recently of a growth of sumacs which nearly 
obscured it. Thomazine Younger was born J ~ d y  z S ,  
I 753, and was the daughter of William Younger,  
sojourner, a n d  LUCY Foster, who were mariied o n  

March 6, 1750, by Rev.  John White,  pastor of the 
First  Church, of whom much may be learned in the 
second part  of this book. 

A recent writer claims that this house was in later 
years the resort of buccaneers and lawless men. For-  
tune telling, card playing and other amusements 
whiled away their time. Money was found in the 
cellar after Tilmmy’s death. These assertions are  
denied by members of her f a m i l y  who still remain,  
and apparently with good reason. 

A friend of the writer was, a few years since, 
chasing a woodchuck, which went into the cellar. 
In digging for the animal he uneaithed a hantlsoinely 
ornamented snuff box, the cover bearing a rcpresen- 
tation of a full rigged ship. It was probalily T a m -  
my’s, as  she is said to have been a snuff t‘iker a5 well 
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;is sinoker, l)tit i t  Ii:is been crctlite(1 to :I possibly i i i j . t I i -  

ical 1Si.itish sea c:iptain \ v h o  \vxs wont  to visit tlie 

P house. 

h l r .  J o h n  Lon. I h h s o n ,  long one of GIoricc.,tei.’\ 

oldest i.csitleiits, tolcl m e  th:it i n  the c i r l y  tivilight of 

an  :iutnmnnl evening he was going  f r o m  Fresh \Y:itc.r 
Cove to his home, still standing near the Green i n  

the “ ~117 i n  to\vn ” village, ; i nd  h:id to pass througli 

the burying ground near the  britlge. A mail 1v:is 

tligging a g r a v e .  “ W h o  is that  f o r ? ”  he aikecl. 

“ ‘T:immy Younger,” tlie sexton re!)lictl. ‘ L  Is slle 
t1e:itl j ’’ was young Haljson’s si irprisec~ (Iiiei’j.. ‘ i  ]Ye 

don’t very often d ig  graves for folks that aint  de:id,” 

\vas the  testy response. Mi. IZahson gnvc a p o d  

i 11 11 st ra t i on o i‘ the prev n 1 en t i m press i o 11 s co 11 cc r 11 i 11 

T a m m y ,  in a reminiscence of his boyhood. H e  \v:is 

driving hoine the cows, past her  dwelling, \vhen she 
came to tlie door and  accosted h i m ,  begging  h im,  
with strong espletives, i f  he  loved her life, to get her 
:I pail of water .  H e  got  it, of course, ii-om the  I~roolc  

bchintl the c:ibin. S o  one ever reiusetl T;Inli-rly. 

JIi-s. Eliza1)eth Day, of Wheeler’s I’oint, informed 
inc that Tamiiiy died Fcb.  4, 1Sz9. S h e  was tl1ei.e- 
fore 76 years old. blrs .  Day’s father, John Hodg- 
kins, wiis :I cabinet maker,  w h o  lived i n  the house 

j u s t  above the rxilroatl t rack ,  on Washington street. 
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* 
Elizabeth W ; I S  a chiltl of ten years. For two  or three 
vears Tammy, who often saw her,  hat1 taken a fancy 
to her,  antl woultl often ask her to come and live wi th  
her a t  Fox Hi l l ,  as she was  loncly. T:tmmy used to 
inalie butter and carry it to the Harbor  to sell, a n d  
whenever she  passed along other members  of the  
family would say, ‘‘ Here  comes A u n t  T a m  to take 
~ O L I  u p  to her house \\-it11 her.” The little girl’s heart  
was thus constantly terrorizcd with the  thought that  
Tammy would some t ime capture her, :uid her feel- 
ings may  well be imagined when on that stormy win- 
ter day word came that T a m m y  was dead a n d  that 
Mr. Hot lgkins  must make  her Collin. 

3 

Old Mrs. Pulcifer, whose dairghter recentlytlied a t  a 
grea t  age, Iiad attended T a m m y  in her last sickness, 
and  Oliver, ’Tammy’s nephew, who was brought up 
by her,  had tlefei-red to N r s .  I’ulcifer’s advice as to 
the funeral  rirrangeinents. H e  said h e  wanted  to (lo 
everything that could be done to have th ings  nice,  so 
when atI\-ised to have as good a coffin as could be 
made, \villi n pure silver plate, hc a t  oncc  ordered it. 
I t  xvas of conrse thought  tlie th ing  in those days to 
Iiave ‘ ‘ spil-it” on funeral occasions, and in  deference 
to Jlrs. Pulcifer’s opinion, he ordered no r u m ,  or 
other cheap  li(inors, bu t  cordi:ils, wines, antl other 
of ;be better c h s s  of beverages. hIrs. I’ulcifcr is II 



P 
regret \ \ a s  t h a t  h l i e  1i:itl not ortlcred tlic church bells 
tolletl Ibr l’amniy, :is slic \\-as sure i t  woultl h:i\-c 
tieen (lone. 

But to rctiiix to MI.. Hoclgkins :inti T;Liiim?,’a cof- 

fin. All tliat rainy t h y  lie toiled tipon it, :r i ic l  to\v:ii.(l 

night it \v:is reatly for polishing. I I c  1i;id :I l;ii.gc 

liitclicn, ant1 i t  WIS his custoni \vlieti polihliiiig co t l in i  

to  tiring them in to  that  rooiii, where lie l i ; i t l  :i I)ettcr 
chance to work. The chiltlrcii were therefore uwt l  to 
bccing thciii. But  on tliis particular night the storm 
W I S  so severe th:it lie d i t l  not care to risk spoiling his 

work I)y taking it h c k  to  the shop ,  so af ter  rtihliiiig 

it tlo\\n witli l)ces\vaz lie stood i t  u p  in the corner,  

l)lew out his cnntlle ant1 said nothing. 
Sooii 1)ctltimc c:iine. The  children, sittiijg I)! tlie 

comforta1)le open lire i n  tlie ncljoiniiig rooiii, \vere 

wariietl hy their motlier to retire : (‘ Come John,  it’s 

tiiiie for y o u  atid Eliz:ilxth to go to bed.” John  took 

a c:intlle, :in(l started. It \\-as necessary to go through 
tlie kitchen in order to reach tlic cliaiu\)ers al)ove. 
As he opened the door, the light of his c:intlle fell on 

the shiny coflin in the corner. Other people iniglit 
not believe T a m m y  \\:is ;i \\-itch ; on that niglit John  
\vas sure she wiis both it witch ant1 a ghost. IIe Ile- 
gan to whimper ,  I won’t go to b e d  with A u n t  Tam 



23. T h e  St0i-y of Dogtown. 

Younger’s cof in  in  the house,” said he. As he drew 
back, Elizabeth bravely stepped into the breach, but 
one sight of the coffin was enough, and she too, be- 
came panicky, and declared that there was no sleep for 
her if that coffin was to lemain.  Mother impatiently 
got LIP, and boldly threw the door wide open. She 
was never known to be afraid of anything, but a look 
unnerved her also, and she joined with the childre11 
and  said she would never go to bed with that thing 
there. In  vain tlie father said tlie rain would spoil 
i t ;  it was three against one. ‘ 6  Spoil it or not,” said 
the good housewife, ‘‘ I won’t staj7 in the house with 
it.” So ‘‘ pa ” gave in, got a quilt, m-rapped it up, 
and bore it through the storm to the shop. 

Taiiiniy had a square window in the rear o i  her 
house, with a wooden door. This was kept shut, 

there being a long string attnchecl to it, by which 
Tammy could open it at  will. T h e  sound of a team 
crossing the bridge over the brook was  usually a 
signal for Tainiiiy to swing open the shutter and 
boldly communic:ite with the driver. A footstep on 





While  Tainniy Younger won for he1 \elf B I cputa- 
tion as  :t woiiiaii with a very choice \ocal)txlaly, es- 
pecially in  the  line of invective, she evidently ~v:’~\ 

“ not a s  bad as she lins heen painted,” ;is hlr. Benja- 
min I?. Kidder  of Rockpor t  has 53id, and his tttsti- 
inoiiy is confirmed by Miss Betsy Elwell, a n  agetl 
woman who remeiiibers her well, :IS a150 by  Mrs. 
Almira  Riggs ,  bu t  recently deceased. The truth 
seeiiis to be that Taiiiiiiy hntl a n  aunt,  known b y  the 
iiaine of ‘‘ Luce (LUCY)  George.” She it was wlio 

oiigiually l i i ed  i n  t h e  Fox Hi l l  House, a n d  who used # 
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ga\e  way. Ceiiig ;I jolter, he only  clicnr it 1la1tl> 

down, wheie  it iested in plain sight, against lie1 1111- 

tler lip. H e  then drew don 11 the other to e sac t l j  the 
sa 111 e 1 en g t  li , a ii (1 i 111 m c c1 i a t el y a ft e r ward s a 11 ii ou 11 c e cl , 
that  owing to the obstinacy of the teeth, lie could 
do no iiioi-e for  lie1 . The pen ie i i~ses  to iecord the 

tor re 11 t of pic tiire squ e 1 ;I 11 g ua gc w 11 i ch 11 i st or y :I 11 e g e b 

W ; I ~  poured upoil “Johnny Aloig.111’~ ” lucltless l iexl.  
After worr j  iiig her ;twhile, the tecth 1~ ere taLen out. 

. .  
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CHAPTER 111. 

T\T O T W I T I - I S T A N I I I N G  thc  various theories 
which have been I)rought forwarcl to explain 

the  original peopling of Dogtown a n d  its mysterious 
decline, the writer believes it may all lie traced to a 

CircuniStance which is in no sense mysterious, but on 

the contrary,  just what  might  have been e\pcctetl. 
T h i s  circumstance W R S  the  builtling o f  the  bridge a t  
Rivcrtlnlc ant1 the Goose Cove Dam, each innking i t  
possihlc to construct the  road 011 the easterly side of 

thc  mill pond, and  innking w h a t  h a d  been the  road 
from A n n i q u a m  to the  harbor :I ‘‘ back road.” I t  is 

t rue  the  ancient m a p  of the  first parish made  in 1741 
or ’42 does not show the back road as complete to the  

D 

l 



‘‘ C:istle,” b i i t  its present contlition shonvs that it iniist 

have  hecn extentlet1 i n  tiilie, while J<eyiiartl street, 

leading to it,  is one o f  Gloucestcr’s o l t l c t  roads. 
The reader can casily imagine  the  contlition of af-  

f;iirs when  the road f rom the Green nortliei.13; let1 onlj- 

tcj \Vlieelet’s Point.  Tllen lie iniist stnrt from thc 
Gwen tlii.oiigli what  is no\v Poplar street, turn I I ~  

over For M i l l ,  a n d  wintl tlo\vii to Gravel IIill :ind 
;icross the  moor to the vicini t ] ;  of tlic Castle, :tnd 
thence make Iiis \vzy o ~ - e r  tlie hill 1)y tlie R iqgs  house 

a i i c l  around Goose  Cove. 
I t  will thus b e  seen that the  central village oi‘ Dog- 

to\vii \\’:is hu t  :I very short tlistancc i‘rom the iiiaiii 

road, ivliile what is n o w  Ri\ .ert l ;~lc village is qiiite a 

distance from it. As ol(l people tell its, i t  \ w s  the11 

4‘ goiiig tip into the city ” to  g o  to Dogto\\-n. ‘l‘here 

was noth ing  siiigiilnr a t  all that  ~ii i t lcr  those coiicli- 
t ions-coiii1,inetl witli the c i r cua~s tance  tliat tlie only 
land left [or n u n y  C ~ p e  Aniiers in the  last Jistribu- 
tion o f  the c o i ~ ~ m o n  I:iiitls !inatIr: in 1713’ was in tliis vi- 
ciii ity- IItigto\vii shoulc 1 have tlii-ivcn, a n d  that \rlieri 
tlie hLiil(1iiig o i  Imth britlge ant1 tlani occiirrccl, ;Inti the 
~vI ioIe  title o f  travel left tiiis ro:itl and  cvciit a r a i n t l  
the other w i y ,  1)ogton-n Ianguishetl zntl dietl. I t  
\\-as something likc :I boom city in  the \Vest, \vliicll 

perishes w!ieii tlie railroad gocs elsewhere. 
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T h e  facts that  have been st:itecl, then p v e  the Iiome 

of L u c e  George and  Tnminy Younger iniport:ince, 
lor a1 niost e \ ~ ~ y l ) o t l y  l?ad to pass it. 

Just beyond the  cellar of T a m m y  \ 7 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ g e r ,  after 

the  turn in the road which  I)rings one in sight of R i v -  
eldale,  is tile cellar of tlic first l~l:icksmith in town. 
l y i n g  liesidc the travelled i.oad, but still i n  the  road- 
way.  Here stood the  shop of Joseph Allen,  who 
came to Glouccster i n  1674, he ing  cncouragetl to sct- 

tle by grants  o f  Intic1 and a coniinon riglit. ITe lind 
t w o  wives and  seventeen cliilclren. O n e  of the  chil- 
d ren ,  :ilso nninetl Joseph, hec:ime very wealthy, his 
home be ing  on Poplar street, near the house so l ong  
occupied by h l r .  Joseph A. Procter.  

I think the blaclismith shop must have stood by 
the  c e l h r ,  ant1 the  cellar have been that of the  house, 
built 113’ Allen (and occupied later by William Ste- 
ve t i  s , who se f a  t her i n  ar r i e tl An n a All c 11 , Jose p 11’ s 

(laughter), but known  within the memory  of persons 
now living as the  ‘‘ Noble” house, the  Nohles heing 

I . ancestors of numerous Rivertlalc people. A t  the  

c o m e r  of Reynard street is :I honse long  occupied by 
WiIIiain Carter,  son of William and  Ann ie  Car te r  of 
Dogtown village, who married Rachel Noble.  

T h e  white cottage facing u p  the  road iinmetliately 
beyond is on the site oi‘ another old mansion which  



30 The  Story of Dogiown. 

was standing before the back road became disused, 
Aun t  Pnmelia Allen being its occupant. Where the 

Tracy greenhouses are  now located, opposite, was d 

the home of John Wharf .  W h e n  he died. it became 

the property of his daughter ‘‘ Poll,” or Polly Boyn- 
ton. H e r  son sold i t  to the elder Tracy,  who tore it 
down. Mrs. Boyntoii later married Oliver Younger.  
She was thus the ancestor of many of tlie Boyntons 
and Youngers of to-day. 

Immediately adjoining the Wharf  house was the 
Tristrain Coffin house, remembered by many old 
people. Becky Rich lived where the piggerp, at the 
foot o f  gravel hill, is, or w:is recently, located. She ,  
like many others of the Dogtown traternity, told for- 
tunes by means of coffee gronntis. h l r s .  Day after 
she was inariied, recalled going over to Aun t  Rich’s 
and having her tell of her beau “clear  across the 
water.” S h e  says Aunt IZecliy was a nice old woin- 
:in, but that little reliance was placed i n  her forecasts. 

OppoSite the home of Becky Rich was tlie house 
of NathTniel Day. He was the grandson of Anthony 
Day,  the emigrant,  ant1 iiiaiiicd A h r y  Davis. He 
was the father of s e l  cnteen children, among them 
three pairs of twins. A son, Isaac, w a s  gunner 011 

the frigate Constitution, now being reconstructed a t  

Charlestown. A inan nsinetl John Liscomb at one c 





her son, Jack Bishop S m i t h ,  killed himself, and Runt 
Rachel’s sorrow over her loss is still vividly recalled. 

“ A u n t  Smi th  ” used to innlie a 6 ‘  dire (11-ink,” 
brewed f roin fosherry leaves, spruce tops, aiicl other 
botanical specimens, which she \\’as wont  to peddle 
i i i  the village, saying as she entered ;I house, “ KOW, 
ducky, I’ve come tlown to bring a dire d r i n k ,  for T 
k n o w  you feel springisli.” 

7 1  1 here were never many Iiorlses aloiig this portion 
of the back road. L3etween the point where it met 

the I h g t o w n  Coininoils ro:ici a n d  the Castle stood the  
house of oltl Uncle Danie l  Tucke r ,  whose daughter 
I>orcas--(‘ D:nli Tucker ,”  as she \vas cnlled-nursed 
Tu t l i t l i  Ii1;on in her last siclincss. The Tucker house 
is still standing, ;I typic;i.l Dogtown dwelling, near 

the  Cnstle on tlie Riverdale side :tint1 f ac ing  the hack 
ro:i(l. ‘‘ D:irlc ” Tucker  w;is nnmeti for her great 
gra 11 cl m o t 11 el-, Do rc a s La i i  e . 

I t  has always seemed to me that this lxick road 
more closely reseiribles the Scottish moors, as we 

re:ttl of them, t h n  niiy portion of tile Comiiions. 
About half \ w y  across to tlie Dogtown ro:id ii,rinerly 
stowl thrce houses i n  a row, while another stood on 

the opposite sitle. Thcse  houses were located where  
the l ~ o y s  n o \ v  pl:ty b:111,-~‘ Bro\vn’s I’laiii,’’ :IS i t  is 

c i l l  le cl . c 
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opposite is the  site of the home of Joseph Clark,  Jr. 
The cellar o n  the left, beyond the  barn ,  which  looks 
so ni~icli  like a pile of rocks i n  a l~ollow, is that of 
Henry  Davis.  I t  is directly in the  road, the yard not 
1)ei n g wa 11 e ti . 

T h e  road, which has descended fi-om the  Viv in i i  
barn to this place, here  begins to rise, and  when i t  

reaches a point :t f ew I-ocls further,  where n fine view 
of I p ~ i c h  Ray, the  X e w 1 ) u r ~ p o r t  shore, anti the Wes t  
G 1 ou ce s te r hi 11 s is obtain a 1) 1 e ,  t 11 e in o s t cel el) r a te (1 
cellar of Dogtown is seen. T h i s  is the  reputccl home 
of Juliii Morgan Stxnwoocl, who was  many  years ago  
made immortal  hy the muse of H i r a m  Rich in  the 
pages of the Atdnntic. It m:iy h e  well for one  to 

seat himself on the  moss-covered door-stone and  re- 
call the lines : 

( .  >Iorgnn Stanwood.  patriot : 
Lit t le  moi.e is I;no\\-n : 

Soll i ing of his homc is lett  
1% 11 t t I1 c d 00 r- s tc 1' s t 0 I1 c'. 

l '  XIorga11 Stnnwood, to 0111' tiloui'ilt 
You return once iiinrc : 

Once a g a i ~ i  the mexciowy l i t t  
I lnisies to  your  door. 

( c  Oncc again the morn is s i r r e t ,  
l I n l f  tlic hay is clown :- 

IIark ! what i i ienns ~ l i n t  siidcleii clnng 
F rom the dis tant  ton.n? 





.. L e n i i i i g  her  to liexi- a t  n i g h t  

1 : ~  tlie gntc :tiid tlirougli tlie g x t e .  
'Tre:icl of hurdeiied inen .  

A'it tlie door  a n d  then- 

.. E- , \ e l  . . ;tfter t h n t  t o  hear .  

T h r o u g h  tile gate ; inJ  through tlie nixlit 
1Vht.n tlie grass i h  s\\-eet. 

Slo\\-ly coming feet. 

c .  11org;in Stniiii-ooti 's roof is gone : 
I le re  t h e  door-step lics : 
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Naomi Clark, a s  stated above. iVilliain Wilson, ~ h o  
married Sally Stevens, lived in the Priestly house two 
generations ago, and here were horn John J. Wilson 
a n d  three other chiltlren. One, Annie, married 
William 12. Friend. These are well known a n d  
lion oretl G lo ~ ices  ter na m es . 

’r 

Opposite John Clark’s house, already mentionetl, 
was the home of \Villiam I’ulcifer. Between Clark’s 
and Philip Priestley’s are two cellars, which sollie 
have incorrectly assumed were of farm buildings. 

. O n e  cellar is that of Arthur Wharf ,  son, probably, of 
Ab ra 11 a in, t li e suicide . 

A large yard, enclosed by a stone wall, marks the 
site of the next house. Here  lived Joseph Stevens, 
one of the most enterprising of the farmers of the 
village. I judge him to be the son of another Joseph, 
from the record of his baptism, A~ig.  1 7 ,  1763, and 
have little doubt of his descent froin Joseph Allen, 
as already stated. There  is a large collection of 

foundation stones at  this point, showing the location 
of the barn,  with a passage leading to it from the 
house, the big shed for wagons, and the sheep pen. 
H e  kept more stock than any other man in the set- 
tlement. H e  laid claim to more land than any of his 
neighbors, and  kept R good team, which was often in 
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demand. His  character is not highly spoken of, 
however, by those who recall him. 

I am told by old residents of Riverdale that they 
well remember when the children of Joseph Stevens 
used to go to school in tlie old schoolhouse by the 
mill. 

Directly opposite Stevens’ house, on a knoll, stood 
the house of perhaps the most celebr?tecl character in 
tlie village, Esther (or a s  she was  commonly called, 
C i  Easter ” )  Carter. KO ce lhr  mnrlis the spot, as there 
was none under it. I t  was  tlie only two-story house 
standing in Dogtown pioper,  within tlie memory of 

any  one ,now living. I t  was clapboarded, and tlie 
boai-(1s were i‘astenecl on with wooden pegs. A inan 
who helped pull down tlie structure tells me he kept 
a number of the pegs as  souvenirs for quite a while. 
Easter Carter was living in 1S33. S h e  was very 
poor, ant1 it was R cornmon custom €or the young 
people of Riverdale and hiniscluam to make excur- 
sions to her house, taking their lunches, and getting 
her to boil cabbage for them. T h e  “cabbage dinner” 
partaken in picnic style, is itill one of the pop~ilar  
institutions of Cape A n n .  Easter Carter would tell 
the fortunes of the young people, doubtless linking 
their lives together in their forecasts in  a way accept- 
able to tlie romantic. T h e  \vnlk home in thc nioon- 
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IIe says Joseph, a son of \Villiam and  Annie ,  lived a 

long  t ime in Lanesville. 
I have saitl that Easter Carter was  perfectly respect- 

able as well :is aristocratic, and  this character ni:ly to 
some 1i:ir.e seemed incompatilile with other state- 

incnts. I have heen soniewhat mystified about it 
myself. T i ie  truth seems to lie that when  Easter 
Car te r  left the  place, and  the  house of Bec1;y R i c h  
on the b:ick io:itl became too tlilapidatetl for  occu- 
pancy, she w:is taken up, hag- a n d  b a g p g e ,  antl in- 
st;illetl i n  Easter’s house. Becky hat1 a. daughter,  
I<;icliel, witlow of T h o m a s  Sniitli,  who went  wi th  
her. I t  appears that  the  woman  who told fortunes, 
hoilcd c:ib\)age, balcetl Johnny cake, antl made  life 
merry for  a11 the youth who  visited her, was not 
Easter Carter,  nor 13ec!:y R i c h ,  but Rachel  Smi th .  
I :tin very positive that some old men I have talked 

with who as  youths used  to go u p  to Granny  Rich’s, 
confusetl her name wi th  that of Easter Carter because 
of the house. But  while it was  admitted tha t  many 

of the  scenes of festivity connected with it occurred 
when Becky Rich  lived there,  it  was insisted by peo- 
ple who must have kri’own because they were there,  
that  Easter,  too, was  wont  to entertain the  young 

people in it. 4 t  one  t ime a party of young people 

collectetl a lot of wall paper-each b r ing ing  any  
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pieces they had on hand-and went up and papcred 
Easter’s premises, the harlequin effect being quite 
pleasing to her, apparently. Easter lei1 the house in 
her old age and was taken to the house of “Barberry” 
Wharf ,  in the old Proprietor’s school house, on 
School street, where, tradition says, she was I d l e d  IJJ 
kindness. Rachel Smith spent her last days in the 
Castle, which still stands near the 6 ‘  brlck road,” her 
funeral being attended by the noted author, Rev. Z .  
A. Mudge, who preached in Riverdale, 1842-3. 

Dogtown people had, as a rule, little use for but 
one story oC a dwelling, and perhaps that was tlie 
reason that the upper floor oC Easter’s house was  occu- 
pied by one of the most singular characters of the 
village. Th i s  was 6 ‘  Old Ru th  .” She was :I mulatto, 
and doubtless was one of the manuinittecl slaves that 
abounded in Gloucester early in the century. 



I 

CHAPTER V. 

L i  or.1) RUTII  A \ D  GILISN\‘ D A ~  .” 
T H E  old Ellerj IIouse, near the Gieen ,  foriiieily the 

pa1 sonage of the fii s t  p n i  ish cliurch, which 
stood l x l i i i i t l  i t  o n  thc Gieen,  arid one of the finest 
sninplcs of p i  o\ inci,il o r  colonial ni chitecture i n  eu- 
istencc i n  New E n g l a n t l ,  at  one time had, i f  it does 
not  h a \  e to-day, a slave pen uncle1 its roof. In the 
fine oltl ganil)i el-i oofetl mansion owiietl by Gustavus 
R n b ~ o n ,  ~ C I  oss the higli\vay from the Ellery house, 
theic is anothei  . T o  whom ‘‘ Old Ruth  ” belonged I 



i 

46 T A C  story of Dogtown. 

I cannot find out. 
and also was known as “John Woodman.” 

She went hy the name of 6 L  Tie,” 

T h e  masculine cognomen fitted her better than the * 
gentle name of Ruth, for until the closing clays of her I 
lice she was never known to dress in Seminine apparel. 
Perhaps she was the original “ new woman.” She 
was accustomed to doing a man’s work, and dressed 
in men’s clothing. Building stone walls and such 
heavy toil were her chiei‘ employments. S h e  used to 
say that she worked out of doors when she was young 
because she had to do it, and that she wore men’s 
clothing for the same reason, until she came to prefer 
it. When she was taken to the poor-house, she was 
obliged to conform to the customs of civilization and 
put 011 sltirts. A ledge beyond Easter Carter’s still 
bears the name, 6 ‘  Ruth’s Ledge,” in her honor. 

In  a small hut in the same enclosure with Easter 
Carter’s house lived Molly Stevens, old “Joe Stevens’ ” 
sister. No one keeps her memory green. She must 
have made life very unhappy for the gentle Easter, 
unless history is at  fault. 

Directly beyond this site, a pair of bars opening 
into the yard, and a big bowlder standing as a senti- 
nel in front, is the cellar of Annie Carter, wife of 
William, Easter Carter’s brother, a record of whose 
baptism I find in the Fourth Parish, April I ,  1776. 
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For some reason the place W;IY alwltys known as  

Annie’s.  Af te r  her death, Will iam, with the  chil- 
tlrcii, inovctl away ,  Ann ie  was known as  “ Granny  
Carter,” and is said to have been a ‘‘ little sinall 
woniaii .” Perliaps I ouxlit to say that my  lamented 
friend Eben  Day stoutly maintained that this cellar 
\v;is that of Easter Carter and that Ann ie  lived be- 
yond,  the  place lieiiig ni;~rlied “ Hetty Bnlch ” on the 
plan.  H e  saitl old I i u h  clinibed by outside stairs, 
whicli he rememberecl, to her quarters.  John L o w  
I3:il)son and David Dennison are  my authorities for 
a tf if f eren t view . 

Two other cellars lie across the  r o d  from Ann ie  
Carter’s, one being that of the house of good Deacon 
Winslow ; and two, together with Joseph Stevens’ 
pot:ito hole, that  may deceive the  uninitiated, lie be- 
t\vccn it arid the  cellar, on a rise of ground,  formerly 
under the house, it is alleged, of Moll Jacobs, where  
Nolly lived bei‘ore taking u p  her abode in the  Lurvey 
house, of which we shall speak later. 

In an enclosure a t  this point a r e  a number  of sinall 
bowlders, inarketl, “First  Attack,” etc., that  a re  likely 
to mystify the  visitor. One is marked ,  “James Merry 
(lied, Scpt. 10, rS92.” Mr .  Merry was gored to death 
by a bull, his dead body be ing  found by  the  rock 



bear ing  the second inscription. Wi l l iam A. Elotlg- 

kins of Ricerdale once gave tlie writer and  a party 
of friends a very graphic  description of this tragedy, 
a s  they stood a t  the  spot.  The n~arl is  wcre pl:icetl I)y 
Rayinond P. T a r r  a n d  D. K. Goodwin ,  about a week 
after the death of M r .  Mer ry .  

T h e  Fi f th  Parish records say that ‘‘ Rloley Jaliups, 
daughter of Isack aiid Molly, was haptized Jan .  3 1 ,  
1763.” &folly and  J ~ d y  M i n e s ,  with others, seem 
to have done a great deal to give to Dogtown a rcpu- 
tation which  also was  iindeservedly conferred on 

Gloucester as  a whole,  so that the i-avored residents 
of Koclrport were led for a generation to look down 
on a native of the  larger place. S o  traditions, esccpt  
those of a rather unsavory reputation, remain of hlolly. 
H e r  cellar is tlie second on the r igh t  f rom a pair of 
bars, which  n o w  crosses the  road. 

i l lniost  opposite the Jacobs cellar, on the left of 

the ro;ld, a n d  just beyond tlie bars, is a well inarlied 
cellar, said to be  all that  remains  of the home of 
I h r c a s  Foster. S h e  w a s  eight years old a t  the coin- 
nieiiceinent of the  Revolutionary war ,  having been 

born at  the  H a r b o r  village. H e r  hither left his fani- 
ily in this house for safety f r o m  the British, whoin 

he feared  might come  anti sack the  town ,  and  went  
to the war. George  Wonsoii ,  w h o  lived with his 
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fact that  in 1775-tIIe very year of C:ipt. Lintlzee’s 
attnck-t\\;o vessels were  t1isp:itclied froin Gloucester 
to Vivginia for supplies, owing  to the poverty of the 
people on Cape ,4nn. 

It must h a r e  been a great deal of a change to his 
high-spirited wife to spend her tiiarrietl life i n  il region 
$o bai-ren, so lonely, ;is Dogtown ; hut  io1-c for her 
Iiiislxinil must h a r e  sweetenetl the bitterness, for she 

was  never heard to cornplain. 

-3 

Directly lieyontl this cellar on the left is n s\vainp, 

wliich has [or inany  tlccades heen ;I slougli of clespontl 
for cattle ant1 liorses. I t  is a l w n ~ ~  the repository of 
onc or more iinfortun:ites, which  h a w  got in but 
could iiei-er get o u t .  T h i s  j s  “Grann\- Da?’.; sn”mp.” 
He). cellar is on the  opposite side of the ro:~d.  She 
was :I school teacher,  ant1 one o f  her pupils was  
X:ithnnicl Day, the patriarch.  Ne:ir here is still to 
1)e secn Whetstone I<oclc, :I natiirai ciiriosity, so hol: 
lowecl out t h a t  it  served the  purpose intlicatcil. 

A t  this point ;I pxth defec ts  on tlic let’t \\here i t  
soon meets tlie I>ogtown Commons roncl. Thc vil- 

lage rnad n1)riiptly rises to a secontl pa i r  of hays, :ind 
just beyontl tliciii on tlie right is the cellar of :I m a n  
n:iniecl I<oI)hiLis. Iti i‘ront, i n  the road, :ire the rcmains 
of the watch house, where the inen who I;ept Col. 

Pearce’s sheep, sheltered themselves under the rocks, 
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now thrown down. Ikyont l  lived :I nian named 

N’itliain, rclntetl, of coiirse, to I Ienry of the “ 1’:irt- 
iiig I’atli,” which cimsses ticar. A little beyond is 
the Iinc cellar of Cnl. \Villiaiii Pearce, tnentioiietl in 
a Inter chapter.  This is the  last cellar on the  village 
street , 
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CHAPTER V1. 

PETER I.URVEY AND “ BLACK NEIL.”  

‘ c  \$)hen the  Beech pastiir’h covered \\-it11 2110\\ 

\Vhen f i i ’ n z i i i ~ ~  piits o n  her quiited c o a t  
I th ink  ’tis \\-inter fairly : 

T h e n  ’t is  \\-inter Tairly. 

. L  G r a n n y  and  I nnd Poll and  Keil  
Sat  in the  rooin a’ spiiiniii’ ; 

H a If t he  house came tu  inbl in g do\r-n 
And  left the chiinne?- stannin’.” 

-“ . ~ ~ i l t l  JII-$,  . ~ f < i 7 l ~ t ; l l ’ , T  ,SO??,<’ .” 

T H E  only resident of Dogtomn mentioned i n  Bab- 
son’s History of Gloncester, was Abr:~hain 

’ WIinrf, w11o lif.etI i n  a large ganibrel-rooi‘e~~ ~ioi ise  
ne:ir the junction of the two roads of the village, not 
over two miles from the ‘‘ \\‘linle’s Jaw,” and ~ v h o ,  

a c c or d i n g to the 11 is t o I’ i a n , lo 11 e 1 y and we a ry , c ra \v 1 e d 
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son, near the Poles 011 Washingtoti street, they stopped 
and Neil was taken in for a half hour to get warm. 
Mi-. Babsoii gave him some tobacco. After Neil liad 
gone, &lark Allen, sitting in the store, said, “ There,  
I’ll bet he’ll be so comfortable at  the poor-house that 
he won’t live a week.” €Ie was right. Within seven 
days Neil was  dead. 

If the reader will now start at  either Gee avenue 
or Stanwootl street past the oltl Langsford house and 
the ( 6  Castle,” over the Coiiimons road to the Morgan 

brook, just beyond the ‘ b  Castle,” and thence follotv 
the ro:id along until, if it is the wet season, he comes 
to anotlier brook crossing the road on  higher ground, 
he will soon notice a t  the lei? what is known as 
(‘ Beech Pastiire.” A high hill is in the pasture, from 
the top of which is obtained a fine view of Aiiiiisqiiam 
and Ipswich 1:ay. O n  this hill, cluite a distance from 
tlie ru:~d,  is a cellar. Near it is a lilac bush and also, 
a s  in the case of many cellars, a gooseberry bush. 
This  is the site of what,  talccii all together, is the  most 
famous of the Dogtown houses. IVith the exception 
of the Allcn-Wharf house, where Abraham Wharf 
cominittetl suicide, it was the most distant from the 
parish church, on the green, of any Dogtown liouse- 
z miles, z quarters and 7 rods, as ancient records 

show. First  of all, to make it famous, it was the 
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liome of Peter L~i rvey .  I have all-cady said that he 
was  the hero of tlie episode commenioratetl by H i r a m  
Rich  in “ hlorg:iii Staiirvood.” 13:ihson says his 
father,  Peter L L I ~ V C ~ ,  removed from Ipswicli to Glouc- 
ester in 1707. In 1710  lie iiiai-ried Rachel El\vell, 
aiid our Pe ter  was  one  of eiglit sons, the elder Petei- 
being ancestor o i  a l l  the  Lurveys  in  Glouccster. 

Pe te r  IA r ve y , t 11 e Re Y O  1 LI t i o na ry pa t  r i o t , i n  a I r i e tl 
:I sister of Llbrahain \VIiarf, who lived in the nes t  
house beyond. On A L I ~ L I S ~  S, 1 7 7 j ,  the British sloop- 
of-\var Falcon, which had  assisted in the capture of 

Bunker  Hill, chased a Sa lem schooner into Glouces- 
ter harbor, where  she  grounded on the flats between 
I’carce’s wharf  a n d  Five  l’ouiitl I s ln~id .  Capt .  1,iiid- 
zee of the  Falcon attemptetl to boai-d her wi th  several 
barge loads of marines.  T h e  people of Gloucester, 
an a la rm Ii:iving been given, hauled two swivel guns  
to a point opposite Vincent’s Cove, aiitl with tlie aid 

of muskets prevented a capture. T h e n  Lindzee, full 
of \vratli, catinonatled thc  town (one shot hitting tlie 
F i r s t  I’arisli Cliurch, where  it is n o w  suspendetl in 
the vestry) a n d  landed inen a t  F o r t  Poin t  to fire tlie 
village. The  firing party were  m : ~ k  prisoners, and 
the  board ing  party were 2ilso captured by the  intrepid 
villagei-s. I n  the engagement Benjamin R o w e  was 

instautly killed and Peter Lurvey  mortally wounded. 
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T h e  above is the story substantially its told by 
kihsoi i  and  Pringle.  I t  is one side of the picture. 

I lvill now give the other, iis haiidecl down by his wi fe  
antl (laughter! and  related to me by  his descendants. 
On that fatal morning  Lurvey ,  his wife antl little 

Mary Mi Ilett-:if t c i w ~ ~ r d s  Mary Kggs-were  over on 
Pea rc e’ s Is 1 a ii tl li 11 c li 1 eb  e rry i 11 g . €3 ear i n g t li e a1 a r in , 
Peter  Lrir\.ey bade liis wife good-by, liurrietlly rowed 
:icross to the other shore, ran u p  to tlie house and got 
his gun, thence across the  fields ant1 pnstiii-es to tlie 
Hnrhor Village, where  lie met liis death.  For  some 
quite unexp1:iiiial)le reason his face n x s  never seen 

:ig:tin 1)y his wife ant1 cliilclrcn. I t  was never known 
\vhat bccaiiic of his i m l y .  O u r  lirogenitors wcre 

pec ril  i a r ; I  11 o 11 t s u  c h t 11 i ti gs . 11s grea t- g ra  11 d i i i  o t li e r 

used to tell of her grandfather,  killed at  thc battle of 

Rhotom!- ,  as  the Eritish were returning iroin L e s -  
ington 011 X1)rii 19, 1 7 7 j .  His body ~ v a s  imiiiedi- 
ately buried,  i i i  ;t grave wi th  Jason I h s s e l l  a i i t l  ten 
others-iio\v i n  the  Arlington cemetery--nnct a l l  his 
children ever sa lv  again w;is his oltl f;iriiier’s hat,  
reserved for iclcntification . 

J l r s .  Lurvey  lived to lie r q  years old, a n d  is re- 

meinhered l)y people yct li\-ing. [ 1iave referred to 
licr as :I sister to A1)raliaiii Wharf.  \Vlictlicr she 

~ v a 5  the sister who wii5 with h i m  at  tlie t ime lie coin- 

-J 
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inittetl suicide no p e i w n  c;in n o \ v  tell. I t  ~ v ~ i s  in  

1Sr.1. \Vlixrr sat b y  tlic lire s1iarl)ciiiiig 1ii.s r a z o r .  

“ Sister,” saitl hc, “ do y o u  tliiiili peol)lc ~ v l i o  coininit 
suicide g o  to hea\.en ? ” 1 don’t kno\v ; ])Lit 1 hope 
you will never do siicli ;I tliiiix, I)r(itlier,” n x s  Iici- 

ansivcr. “ God forljid,” l v a s  his .soleiiin I-cspoiise. 
Soon lie slipped tlie r:izor iiito his siioe, uiioI)!,ervctI, 

and  \vent out. A little later lie \vas i i)uiid ivit l i  I i i i  

throat C l l t ,  tlcatl. 

The csplnnation of 111.. Ricli’s ,oiifiising LuI \ - cy  
xiit1 AIorgoii S tanwood is that  John  A I o i y i i i  Stanwoocl 

married Lurvey’s tlatigliter. Until tlie tiine tli;it AIR.. 
Lurvey  died they seein t o  1i:irc livetl \ v i t h  her  i i i  t l 1 i . i  

ilollsc. r,atcr tilcy moveti  to tile i lo I l se  I ) ~  t i l e  ~ r o r g ~ l l i  
1) r ooli , where  pr ob nl) 1 J, I< I i t h 11 o i p  11 , 11 i s in o t h e I., :I 11 ti 

perhaps Morgan Stanw-ootl liimsclf 1vei.e horn. E u t  
inore of this 1:itcr. After tlie St;iti\\-ootls left tlic 

house, wliicli was  ljy this t ime gett ing -old and  \ve:ithci.- 
beaten, Molly Jacobs, witli lier friends S a ~ h  l’1i i l )p  
-inore oftcn than not called Sally Jaco!,s--:intl Airs. 
St;iiilcy left the house they had  been living in-doubt- 
less that  already indicated on the  1)ogtou.n r-o:id- 

and  caiiie here, by the  invitation of “Grantltlier Stan- 
11 :I r d . ” T h e  1 n t tc r n. o i n  e 11 ’s gra n cl so n , ‘ ‘ S :I 111 in J- S tn ii - 
ley,” lil-etl xvitli them and took cxre o f  thcni. h11.s. 

Alinira R i g s  of Ki\-erdalc, a grmtldnughter o f  N o r -  
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gan Stanwood,  told m e  before her death that she often 
as a child used to go up to this L L I ~ v ~ ~  house in winter 
with food for the old people, :tnd would f-ind them in 
bed, the coverlet white with snow where  the  wind  had 
siitecl through in the night. After a t ime the trio of 
old ladies were taken off to the  poor house, whcre 
they died. Molly Jacobs was smarter than Szirah 
I’hipps. Sarah would get mad a t  Molly, and say : 
‘‘I shan’t tell you where  I hid the Iteerds. I hid theln 
1)ehind the old chest, but I shan’t tell ~ O L I . ”  

“ S a m m y  Stanley’s” real iiiinie was Sam blnskey. 
H e  was always twought up  by his gr:iiitlinother to do 
housework. H e  went  about with a handlierchicf tied 
over his head and did womaii’s work in preference to 
a n y  other. In fact, though lie wore men’s clotlies- 
bar r ing  a n  apron,  which  lie regularly affected,-lie 
had heen hrought up as a girl. ,4fter his n g e d  rela- 

tive was taken off his hands, he moved to Rockpor t ,  
where lie went out Wit5hillg for a liveliliood, aiid h i d  
u p  iiioiiey, su that  when  lie died he W:IS cluite a stock- 
holder i n  the cotton mills. H e  is said to have died 

in Haniil ton.  H i s  Rockpor t  home was the  little 
white cottage by the  p u m p  near Main  street, where  
;I t1rivew:iy lends to the cemetery. 

The history of the Lurvey house is nearly finished. 

Just before hlolly Jacobs went  to the almshouse,  

I 
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I lie had iiih:il)ited, unovetl here. T h e  (JIlly place he 
could wt.11 stay in was the cellar, wliich lie ixitlc 

+ 
water tight by hxircling over the first floor. I Ii;ivc 

a l ready saitl he thought there was money there. In 
the coiii‘se of t ime, his fricntl Judy  R!iines, living i i i  

the  nes t  I i o i i b e  toward tlie Castle on the same side of’ 

tlie Common road, took 1)ity on I i i i i i ,  :ind invited hiin 
to occupy the  empty p r t  of her dwelling. 

T o  return [or a moinent to L ~ i r ~ e y .  As one  walks  
or rides through W:ishington street in Riverckile, 
coining f rom the harbor,  just after he crosses the 

bridge, lie notices on the right,  the second house from 
R e  y 11 a I- d street , a two - story 5 t 1-u c t 11 re w i t h pi t c 11 ed 
roof, still in excellent repair ,  and  looking like nny- 
th ing  but a historic innusion. I -e t  this house, recon- 
structed to be sure, was successively thc home of l’etcr 
L L I I - V ~ ~  and his family, Morgan Stanwood, Molly 
Jacohs and her two unfortun;lte co i i i pn ions ,  who 

lived in it in c o i n p n y  with I31:ick Neil  ancl S a m m y  
Stanley, as  aire;ltly related. I n  some way or other it 
hecairie the property of a m a n  named Oliver Whipple ,  
living in the vicinity, \vho sold it when it was but a 

skeleton, to Isaac and  Reutien Day. T h e y  had  it taken 
down, and  it was found that the oak  frame was intact. 

*r 



to the present site, and the house was rebuilt, the old 
frame being used in its entirety. There  it standb, a 
monument to the hero and mar t j r  oS the Falcon fight, 
and tliere it seeins likely to remain another century at  
least, for it is perfectly sound. I have these facts on 
the authority of several oi" Isaac Day's descendants, 
as well as of James Thurston of Riverdale, who 
helped take i t  down, and was one of the mechanics 
who rebuilt it. M r .  Eben Day of Reynard street 
spent several days cleaning bricks from its cliinineys 
when it was demolished, he told me. Elsewhere in 
this volume is given the story oE the building of this 
house by Nehemiah Stanwood, the grandfather of 

John Morgan Stanwood, to whoin it apparently de- 
scended. 

I t  seems rather mysterious that Black Neil, who 

lived in the old house when Molly and Sarah and 
Mrs. Stanley were taken to the almshouse, was not 
taken too, for a t  that time, as shown by ' '  Sammy 
Stanley's song" at  the opening of this chapter and by 
other pioofs, the roof had caved in and was in a 
wretchcd condition. Old people in Riverdale have 
had the present structure pointed out to them for 
nearly two generations as the house where Blnck 
Neil once lived, but even those who first fui-n ishcd 
me the information as to its identity were suipiised to 
know that i t  was the Stanwood- Lurvey house. 

t 
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r. 1 lie oi.i:,.inal h o m o  of A1)r:iIiaiii tVharf ,  ;IS is inore 

fully related elsewhere i i i  this LIOOI.; ,  kvas  near the 
LbXl len  ” home, Lvllere he spent his last tlays, it I lnv-  

ing  tlesccndetl to  his wife,  Mary  Allen.  l l l ) r : i I i :~~i~  

Wharf  was son of Ar thur  \Yhn i . f ,  born on what  is 
now l<eyriartl street. AI)i-:ihnin’s sister ;\Iary m:irt-ietl 
Ebcnczer  Davis, son of Cnpt.  James Davis, and  her 

daughter Susannah  married K e v .  Moses l’arsons, 

father of Hon. Theophilus l’arsotls. ; l b r ; ~ l ~ a ~ n  
Wlinrf W;IS therefore ;I cousin to the great jurist,  ~ v h o  

trncecl his ancestry directly Iiack to Dogtown.  Hefore 
loriving this vicinity a n d  retracing our steps for the 

celebrated cellar of ‘: J ~ i d y  Rhines ,”  it may be Lvortll 
while to climb :I big I~owldei- near the ; l l len-Wharf 
cell:ir for a view of Daiivers asy lum.  Peter’s l’ulpit, 
or Uncle Andrew’s rock, is northwest of‘ the W h a r f  
cellar in a hollow, ant1 lieliincl it ,  ;I short distxiice 
:iway, is the “ Nip,” well known to Roclcpoiters a n d  
others w h o  live on the  north side. On the road, not 
far from the Wharf  cellar, was the site of the “ vil- 
1:ige blacksmith’s ” shop, the  ground about which rc- 
maiiiecl black for years fioin his opei-;itions. From 
here leads off a path to the Whale’s Jaw. I t  is clear 
from the inap of 1741, reproduced Inter, that  the two 
l log town  roads did not o r ig ind ly  connect.  In fact 
I clouht i f  they ever connected except b y  ;I path.  



the first cellar reached is that of Jim White, in which 
grows a big sumac. H e  made baskets. It is near 
the ' ' second common " bars Opposite is the cellar 
of the village grocery, and on the left, the cellar of 
Oliver Whipple, once the owner of the Lurvey house. 
Beyond, also on the left, is the Haraden cellar. 

__ -- - -  
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have been a sister to either her father Patrick Ryon, 
an Irishman, or to her mother, a daughter of William 
Kiggs. Liz Tucker  lived in one part  of the house, 
but was dead, tloubtless, a t  the time Judy extendcd 
tlie hospitalities of the place to Neil Finson. 

H o w  long the two were tenants of the house I a m  
unable to say. T h e  house was one of the favorite 
haunts of young people on holidays, and was so a t  

tlie time both lived there. J ~ d y  was a tall, rawLoned 
woman, who liad great courage. If she told ii person 
approaching her house to stand still, they would not 
move any nearer. S h e  had many friends. One  of 
the places she visited, according to Benjamin l iowe 
Kidder of Rockport ,  was “ Uncle Miah” Knowlton’s, 
for whom he worked. Aunt  Knowlton used to load 
her up with fish and tea. T h e  young people of that 
day refuse to admit that she was in any sense a witch, 
or so considered. After Judy died, Neil, as before 
related, lived in the house until the only place he 
could stay was in the cellar. H e  was a big, powerful 
negro, with very prominent protruding teeth. A t  the 
time lie was taken from the cellar to the poor house, 
it was full of ice, and his toes were some of them 
frozen. 

‘‘ Judy Rhines,” as she is called, was baptizetl 
She Dec. 30, 1771, at the Sandy Bay Palish church. 
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Years ago, i n  the Gloucester Tc~‘cgi*o~/i ,  soiiie 

anticliiarian told 21 story of wl ia t  might have hecn his 

own experience.  H e  s2id two lioys \vho consitleretl 

the poultry :and clinttels of ;I (‘ witch ” public prop- 
crty,  stole from Judi th  R y o n  n couplc oi‘geese. They  
were safcly away, as they thought ,  when they heart1 



Judy coining brandishing a hoe, and scrt>eching, 
‘( Xow, ye hell birds, I’ve got ye ! ” The response 

was a goose, plump in her face and  the asseveration, 
( 6  N o  you h i n t . ”  Prostrated by the ‘ (  foul ” : ~ s s a ~ l t ,  
Judy lay senseless, while the boys, again securing 
their prey, vanished. 

As we have turned baclr toward the Castle, we may 
x, well continue, and inore particularly examine tlie 
teiritory around Morgan’s brook, or the ( (  Slough,” 
as  it is more often called. In  the early days of this 
century, some sixteen or twenty inen used to go  over 
this road to general training, their liomes being be- 
tween tlie Castle and Dogtown. 

Over these pastures, on either side, inany sheep 
were wont to graze a century ago. Abraliain Wharf,  
in his palmy days, kept lots of them. Morgan’s brook, 
named, of course, for Morgan Stanwood, is a discour- 
aging place to cross. If one confines himself to tlie 
stepping \tones on the left, going toward Riverdale, 
or on the right, proceeding the other way, it can be 
crossed without wetting Olle’b feet. Tlie stranger is 
likely to attempt the other side, and come to grief. 

After  crossing the brook, 011 the same side as Judy 
Rhiues’ cellar, one sees a liig bowlder beside the 

road. Right  against it, on one side, are the founda- 
tions of a small building, while in the yard wit11 this, 

i 
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‘ 6  Johnny Pllorgan,” as yon will, seems thoioughlp to 
have enjoyed life on Dogtown Common. H e  spent 
his later years cobbling shoes. This  work lie did at  
first in a little addition to his house, which was then 
and has ever since borne the name of b b  T h e  Boo.” 

After his wife died, and his children grew up, the 
confusion of so many in the house, and tlie fact that 
they had so many callers among their young acquaint- 
ances, so disturbed his mind, that he sought relief by 
building tlie hut under the rock. Many living recall 
this cozy comer,  where he  peacefully cobbled shoes 
for the remainder of his clajs. On a shelf in the 
corner he kept a book in which he made a record oi 

tlie interesting matters that came to his notice. I 
should like to get hold of that book. For  :i year I 
chased after such a journal of life i n  Dogtown, that 
I finally found never existed ; but I have no doubt of 
the existence of this journal, tliougli i t  probably has 
long since gone to decay. Stanwood has several 
grandchildren living. 

Lest I forget it, let m e  say here that Morgan Stan- I 

wood’s old “ boo ”--it wit5 a booth, built of slabs and 
covered with turf, Mrs. Rachel Day says-was stand- 
ing  when the war of the Rebellion began, but old 
soldiers who left it when they marched, found it gone 

1 

on their retimi. 
I 
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The “ C;~stle,’’ a dozen years ago, was o ~ n e t l  by  
Mrs.  hlary A. Riggs ,  it sprightly old lady of SO, who 
livctl o n  the  main road in  Ki\wdale.  Some o f  the  
Lufk in  family seem to have lived in it dur ing  its early 
history. I t  came to Mrs. l l i ggs  througli her father, 
Cap t .  S a m .  Kiggs, of wlioin it used to bc said that 
lie could walk from the  old Kiggs ho~isc in 1liverd:ile 
to Rockpo l t  without ge t t ing  off oi‘ his o\vn l a n d .  
T h e  Riggs  house is quite near the Castle, though on 
another road, near Goose Cove. I t  is supposed that 
tliat part  of i t  wliic!; is constructed of square  logs W;IS 

built b y  Thos.  Riggs ,  the first school master and town 

clerk, i n  1661. I I i s  graii(lson, George  Riggs ,  built 
the gambrel roof portion. It is undouhtedly the 
oldest ho~ i se  on the Cape. Tho inas  was the progen- 
itor of :i l l  the Itiggs family of Gloucester. h2rs. 

Riggs ,  mentioned xhove, used to g o  to school to J ~ i d y  
hlillett.  

T h e  ii olt l  castle ” is a restored gambrel roof, a n d  

seems likely to remxin i?)r ailother century as :I gootl 
\:iiiiplc of’ the better class of Dogtotvn dwellings. 

It seeins probable that Hetty Bnlch livctl in  this 
POS- 

I t  is but five ininutes 

Johnny  Morgan’s Boo,” and the Castle 

vicinity, bu t  o f t h i s  I \vou ld  like further proof. 

sil)ly she lived i n  the village. 
\\-all< froin 

to the clectrics in R i v e r d a l e .  R 
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1 F it II:ippens that onc has not turned off f rom the 
main Dogtown road, at  Granny  Day’s sw:iinp, 

he will keep on over a slight elevation, past the cross- 
ing  of the Pigeon Cove path,  which really is for  some 

distance in the  road, until h e  reaches the Whale’s 
Jaw. 

Soon after passing Whale’s Jaw,  the road, almost 
ol)literatctl by t ime and changes of ownersh ip  i n  t h e  
pastures, reaches Reverc street, the  oltl Sandy S a y  
road already referred to. On the  Pigeon Cove pa th ,  
a little t1ist:incc beyond the \Vhale’s J aw,  a re  the 
graves o f  oltl M r .  Blanch and  wife, marked by rude 
head ant1 foot stones picked out  from the rocks which 
bestrew the Commons. This celiar is near Pigeon 
Mil l ,  on  the path from Pigeon Cove to the  Whale’s 

J aw.  I t  was  known as “ Blanch’s” to two genera- 
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tions. T h e  cleared land made it fine place for the 
boys of fiftj yeais since to go from Laneskille and  
Pigeon Cove on Fast  Day to play ball. 

In Dogtown, just aftei pa5sing the bars of tlic vil- 
lage street beyond G i a n n j  Day’s swamp,  is the cellar 
of the house in which Col. William Pearce, one of 
the wealthiest men of old Gloucestei, sought refuge 
from marauding expeditions in war times. H e  kept 
p e a t  numbers of sheep. Mr. Chard, almost a cen- 
tenarian, picturesquely desci ibed a scene of his boj - 
hood, ditiing the war of r S r z .  H e  woke one morn- 
ing and was summoned into tlie garden of the house 
on the banks of Lobster Cove, in which lic was born. 
Secuied to a rock directly across tlie cove, still to be 
seen, were several British barges, bclonging to it wai 
Lessel anchored by the bar in tlie harbor of Anni- 
sq~iaim.  Coming down the hill towards the boats 
was a negro, bearing on his back his booty in the 
shape of one of Col. Pearce’s black sheep. This  is 

9 

in rnany w:iys the best preserved cellar in Dogtown, 

I have speculated somewhat concerning the reason 

* d  
1 

I 
with its cellar steps still in place. 

i 
of Rabson’s reticencc in his history concerning Dog- 
town and its people. His  history was published fifty 
years ago. T h e  village degenerated as  it grew old, 
and the Dogtown familiar to him in his younger days 
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shoot t he  bird of ill omen.  Finally :I soldier suggest- 
ecl that  it must be Peg, supernaturally ti-ansforined 
into a c row.  If it W:IS the witcli, nothing hut  :I Lullet 
cast from silver or  gold would be sufiiciently potent 
to puncture her.  A silver sleeve button was i~ainmetl 
into a giiii, a n d  fired, the  bird fall ing with n hur t  leg. 
On their return to Gloucester, the  suldiers were  in-  
terested to learn that a t  the  precise t ime the  c row was 

wountletl, I'eg fell (of course from her broomstick) , 
with a fracture of her leg, ;ind the doctor on tlrcssing 
the wound, extracted the  identical silver buttcrn there- 
ii-om. Many of the  irihabitants of Gloucester of those 
days  believed this tale. 

T h e  writer has at  different t imes esnniinrcl aiiout 
Go cellars which  can be found in Dogtown.  Of these 
he  has identified many  more  than he  believed was 

possible when  he began the work .  H e  is more  grat-  
ified than  h e  can  express at  the general  interest that 
has been awakened  by the first publication of these 
notes. ,4s aged h l r .  Thurs ton  quaintly remarked, 

c b  I n  old t imes if a person sawed a barrel  i n  two  a n d  
made two  tubs,  they called him a witch.  T h i s  seems 
to be  as  inuch foundation as tliere is in the  stories of 
many of the  witches of Dogtown.  Gloticester should 
cherish this ancient spot for  what  it has been. I t  is 
practically the  only ruined city in America.  I can- 
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llatl the First 12irisli remxiiietl coiiteiit 
with its aiicieiit iiit:eting house o i l  the ( ireei i  ’ 

iii Itivertlale it is probable tliat 110 story of 
tlie begiriiiiitgs of 1)og‘towii conlil ever l i ; ~ v ( ~  
bcvii  wi.iitPii, a r i t l  its aiitecetieiits would Il;ive 
tliereforr reni.iiii4 aii iuisolvable iiiysterh-. 
I Ioii. .Joliii . J .  JLibson studied the probleiii 
;iii(l gave it up,  as his Iliatory of Gloucester 
states. 1 1 1  tvlliiig the story of the tlivisioii of 
the pwisli, lie was liiiiitetl as to space by the 
necessity of tliscnssiiig otlier subjects of eqii;il 
o r  paranioiitit iitiyort:arice, aiitl keepiiig the 
wliole witliiii the p:iges of the ortliiiary voliitiitx 

\Tlieii lie prepared his ‘ ‘  Sotes 
011s ” to tlic history he availed 

Iiiiiiself f r e ~ l y  of t h P  important geiiealogical 
tii;iteri:al fiirnislietl by tlie differeiit petitions 
relatiiig to the parixli controversy in the ar- 
chives of the genera! court, bnt curbed his 
cnriosity as to 1)ogtomn. Wlieii the writer’s 
friend, 1111.. Fred K. I )ay of Sewtoii, went 
Iiuutiiig for facts relatiiig to the I)ay Faiiiila-, 
lie recognized tlie valne of the papers, and 
culled tlieiii to m y  attentioil. 

At  x certain poiiit in the controversy over 
the divisioii of the First I’arish it beuinie ini- 
portant for tlie iiieiiibers of the Qeiieral 
Court to l;iiow just how fat the “ C p in 
‘I‘owli ” petitioiiers racli lived from the old 
cliurcli UII the (:reeii, this ctiurcli being a 
iiiile froin the iiew c:iiurcli which llatl beeii 
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built a t  the l l a rh r ,  md tliat mile, atklcrl tu 
the lolig walk from Wheeler’s l’oint or Goose 
Cove, being the bone of coliteiitioii. So in 
1740 or 1741 the distances were ~l~easuretl,  a ~ ~ d  
.Joseph Ikitchelrler, it s u  
of the npper part of the p 
ery road arid the location of eilcl1 liouse, the 
ow~ler or occ~upant’s iiaiiie bciiig intlicatetl by 
ii 1inuiber. ‘I’he map, now ill the archives (if 

the Coiiinioii~~ealth, inclutles the two 110iv 

grass-grown lkigtowil streets, aiid from i t  
w e  are able to learn just, wlio was living in 
the villagr 1.?0. >.ears ago. It also furnislies 
hints as to the builders of man)- of tlir 1)og- 
tow11 honses, and data a s  to tlir p iubab l r  
time when other roarls and houses wrr(b con- 
structed. 

It i s  custoniary to write the ilitroductio~r to 
a slory last, and 1 need hardly sny that it is 
a matter of iritense satisfaction to iiie to be 
able to write this series of articles, wliicli  art^ 

1)roperl~- a11 introilnct~ioii to ‘ ’TIir Story of 
1)ogtowri” tell years after the pohlicatioii of 
that lllollest book. That rolulile mas fomntl- 
ed largely on tradition, the iiieiiiories of OUI’ 
elderly people being its basis. b l any  of thrill 
(iucludiiig niy iiidefatigxble frieiitl, Ebeli 
l)ay, who speiit iiiaii>- lioiirs il l  search foi, 
me) .have since (lied. The preswt, work wili 
be based eiitirely oii aiicieiit records, and will 
therefore have a basis of authoi,ity tiiat was 
absent iii the early study. \Ye sliall i i ~ v e r  be 
able t,o exactly verify every traditioii co11cer11- 
iiig “Easter” Carter, .!utl.y Itliiii~s, TRIIIIII>- 
S‘ouiiger and Ulacli Sril ,  but tlw earlier liis- 
tory of 1)o:towii is iio loiiger based 011 tlwtli- 
tioil, tor t,lie fncts are at 0111’ ~ ~ I I I I I I ; I I ~ ~ .  As 
tlie facts coiiceriiiirg the separation of t,lict 
Fifth L’arisli hoiii the First vjtally u011cem 
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tlic light in priiit, it is 1)roper that they lirst 
begiveii. 

Rev. .lohii White, nliose parsoiinge is 
Irnown to Gloiicester people geiierally ;IS tlie 
old Ellery Iionse, had spent a lifetiiw :wl 
service in tlip First parish, hat1 
?.ti twice, and had rracliecl the 
wlien n large Iiriiiiber ol his parishioilers Iiatl 
made their hoiries in tlie IIarbor village, 
while as man)- others were :as iiear the har- 
bar as to the meting house g r e m  IIe liatl 
hiiiisell h i l t  x honse dowii the iiiain higli- 
may in the direction of the harbor ant1 sold 
the old lioiise to Cnpt. Williaiii Ellery, who 
was using it as a taverii where tlie regular 
iiwtings of the selectmen were held, the 
town bnsiness beirg transacted to the accoiii- 
pani~iieiit of so large an ainuunt of solid ant1 
liqnitl refreshmerit that fiiial1~- it became iiec- 
essary to put a limit, on tlie municipal ex- 
yeildi tnrea for P I  itertni niiig the towii fathers, 
by a vote passed i n  town meetiiig. 

Sxtnrally, the iiiore proaperons people at  
the hatbor grew weary of the iiiile walk or 
ritk to meeting and when they becaiile 1111- 

iiinrioally strong eiioogli to coiitrol the action 
of the parish, they resorted to a sliillfol coup 
iii order to carrg their design into effect. A 
self-coiistituted coilinlittee grocerled to erect a 
iiew chnrch bailding, about where the First 
I’arish chnrch now stantis, and in due time 
this building was offered to the parish, oi l  
contlitioii that the coininittee be reiiiibarsetl 
for their expeiitlitures froiii the nroney re- 
ceivetl from the sale of pews. ‘Hie offer was 
nccepted, despite the protests of a vigorous 
miiiority, led by Elder Natliaiiirl Coit, .Joseph 
Allen, Esq., and his brother Williaiii. 

. 
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Ebenezer liurrill was of Lynn, a brother to 
John Ilurrill, long the speaker of tlie Ilonse 
of Representatives, and usiially known in 
the Third Plantation as “Honorable E k n -  
ezer. ’ I  Became of the distinguished ser- 
vices of members uf the family to their iia- 
tive town, the Unrrills were for generations 
called tlie “royal family of Lynn. ” What 
the Uurrilis were to L y n n  the 1,yndes were 
to AIaldeu. I3urrill wrote and signed the 
report of the comnrittee, which was snbmit- 
tetl Nay 22, 1739: 

‘ ‘  The coilmiittee appointed on the petitioii 
01 Capt. S. Coit, .Joseph Allen, Esq., and 
others of the EIon’bl General Court hive re- 
paired to said parish, taken a careful view of 
the same, as well as of other parts of the 
town, heard the parties in their pleas and al- 
legations as well in sapporc of as against the 
prayer of the petition, and having maturely 
coiisidered the same humbly report as their 
opinion that the prayer of the petition onglit 
not to be granted. But forasmuch as the pe- 
titioners and snch as may be desirous to as- 
sociate themselves in order to be forined into 
a separate society or preclnct may: be able to 
oirry on and defray the charge of snpport- 
ing the gospel ministry in the old meeting 
house in the said first paris!i the committee 
are fnrthcr of the opinion that it would be of 
gre%t ease and advantage to them to be crea- 
ted into a distinct society or preciiict and for 
that porpose that such petitioners and their 
associates be allowed six months to leave 
their names in writing and distance of habi- 
tation from tlie old meetirig house with the 
siiiii of their last rate to the rninisterial sill)- 
port with ,Joseph Allen, Xsq., who is here- 
by empowered and directed to receive the 
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ci’pt 1\11.. ‘I’lioiiias A l l r ~ i ,  who said lie wonltl 
l iarr  either all tllat w e r ~  willing or a l l  that 
were ilearest. whereupoil they procreiletl to 
choose Col.  Epes Bargelit aiitl 1)aiiirl \\.’ith- 
a i i i  to aiiswer. 1kfore this, l~o\vever, Eltlrr 
Coit and his friends llad iiiaile ailother ap- 
yral to the geiieral court. This coiitaiiietl 1:; 

sent in, aildiiia. 11 iiaiiios. 011 March 21, 
li:;!)-40, the coiiiicil order was adopted for 
iiieasureiiieiits aiid p i a i i ,  ~iaiiies to be left with 
Yairruel 1,c.e of Manchrster, iiistentl of their 
being lrft with +Joseph Alleii, as at  first 1x0- 
pose(1. Lee’s report: submitted in  October, 
1740, lollows, showing tlir distalice of each 
I’etitioiier froiii the old church, it being taken 
iron? Yol ,  24:;, Massachasetts archives : 

111 obectiaiice to an act of the Great aiiti 

(;encwl Court passed March ye ‘Ilst 17:V)-40, 
)f the northerly part 
ioi:cester for l m ~ i i i g  

tiieii, riaiiies with their associates iii writing 
with tlir distuiices uf tlieir respective habita- 
tions Iroiii tlir old iiieet,irig honse in said par- 

er with the list of the assessmeiits 
park11 tax, with Saiiinel Leo of 

Jlaiiclirstrr, Esq., who is ei!il)oweretl to rc- 
ceivr the yaiiie iuid to iiiake rrtnrn to the sd 
court. itrr as followeth : 

1l:tiiiC’S, ai1.d 011 I ) W ~ I ~ I ~ E ~  1 !I 21 110 

Miles ( J P S  ltotls 
. . .  ti0 

. . . .  j3 

..... t i‘i 
. . . . . .  1 ,I 
. . .  1 
. . . .  2 3!l 

. . . . .  2 70  
. . .  2 s  

.>-  . . . . .  . , * I  
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Miles Hods 
.Jonathan Stanwood, associxtr. 1 1-4 s 

1)avitl Stanwood, Esq . .  1 2 2 
Pliilip Stanwwd. . .  . . .  1 2 14 
Nicliolas Kintvil.. 2 32 
Ihvitl I'lamer. 2 32 
.Joliir Millet. :: 20 

Abraham 1)avis.. 1 9 
Daniel Emans.. :i ,59 
\Villiain Ring.. :i f iS 

:i (is Mary Ikvis, widow. . . . . . . . . .  
Williatn Tucker.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 (i 
.Iohn Wharf.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 .iii 
.John Stanwood. . . . . . . .  
Xehetniali Atlains. . . . . .  
Nathaniel Wharf.. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 11 
Eliakirn Hlnith.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 2 71 

. . . . . . . . . .  1 :( 3 
Andrew ltisgs.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I :I :;i 
Stephen Bennet.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 n,j 
Jolm Bennet.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 72  
Lydia Canaby, witlow . . . . . . . .  1 :{ 2:) 

17 Williani Ililton. Sr . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
47 Anna Havis, witlow. . . . . . . . .  2 
6:j Arthur Wharff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

rJoshua Elwell. ........... 2 1 14 
James Rlarsh.. . . . . . . .  

, I3enjainin Allen. . . . . .  . . . .  
Neheiniah Stanwootl. . . . . . . .  11 hi A 

1 2s Anthony Bennett. . . . . . . . .  
Benjamin Foster. 1 1  
.Joseph Millet 2 15 

Solonion 1)avis. 2 64 
hlarj- I h y ,  widow. . . . .  2 i x  
Satliaiiiel 1)ay.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :< :11 
Abrahanr A1 il let . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .> 'i 
.Jeremiah ilIillet 1 :13 

I'liilip Tnxhnry 1 (il . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.......... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sarniiel dller? .3 23 
. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  .John Brewer. 2 .Xi 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i 
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Niles Qrs Rods 
I l e ~ ~ j m ~ i i ~  Ciiiiningliarn. . . . .  1 1 4" 
.Joseph Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 ti" 
.rai11es Stanwood.. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 5s 
.Joseph Winslow.. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 69 
.James 1)erriierit.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 2 

,I1 Ingersoll. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 31 
ail I k y ,  witlow . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 1 

Steplien ltobinson, .Jr. . . . . . . . .  1 :i :I2 
,Josepli Riggs.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 38 
hir. Williaiii Ellery, associate. i 
Stephen ltobinson, Sr 10 
.John I n w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1:i 
i h t l r e w  Elwell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
\Villiarir Allen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 
Ikborah Low, widow . . . . . . . .  49 
Rufus. Stacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 77 
.James Wallis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 8  
Air.  James Davis.. . . . . . . . . . . .  3 37 
Mr. Thornas Allen. . . . . . . . . . .  48 
Thomas Elwell. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.Joshua Iliggs.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 Y J 
.Joseph Whiston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  

1 2 11 

4s 
4s 

Atnbrosr Allen.. . . . . . . . . . .  67 

. . . . . . . . .  

Nathaniel Bray 

1 )avid €Todgkins . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1.7 
Ebenezer L~irvey, associate . . 
Caleb Elwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 
.Jonnth$ti Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 1i 
\Villiam Ililton, .Jr..  . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 17 
.Joseph Clark, .Jr.. . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 68 
lsnac Elwell. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 25 
Ilacliel I k y ,  widow. . . . . . . . . . .  
.Jane I k g ,  widow.. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 38 





c I~ . l l ” r ?~ l~  11. 

‘Those faiiriliar with AIaiiuliester liistoiy 
iieed not be told tllat Saiiiiiel I,ee w a s  a per- 
soil \vliose re1)ntatioii itiatle Iiiiii a reliable 
persoil to trust with his tlelicate tiiissioii. 
‘Jlie peiiiiiaiisliip of his report sliows that lit. 
was a gifkcl iiiaii. But  tliere was iiiortz 
trouble, iievertlieless, for ~ i i  Sov. 17, ii pro- 
test reaclietl the Geiierxl Conrt froiii Stirgelit 
ai id  \Vitliaiii, who asked tllat tlie “ylatt” br 
rejected, oil the groond that the order of tlie 
Coniicil did not expressly say that the cliaiii- 
iiieii slioiild be uiiclrr oath, iiierely the siii‘- 

veyor, so the 1)etitioiiei.s etiiploj.ed a sii 
to take said ‘ ‘platt, ” but bj- tnriis carried tlie 
clixiii tlieinselves, and t h x e  w;is snspicioii of 
tlie distallow. ‘rhis was iiiet by a certiliuate 
before Saiiinel l,ee, .I. l’., of Tlioiiiiis Alleri, 
Aiitlrew Eiggs, Saiiiiiel IIotlgltiiis, ,Jaiiies 
Staiiwood aiid I)aiiiel Allen, that they car- 
ried the chain, antl that they offered to swear 
that they iiieasnred the distauces as iiear as 
they collkl. A nutiiber of the opposite I)artj‘ 
were preseiit, they say, aiitl nothing had beeii 
protlnced by them to the coiitrxry. 

Matters reiiiaiiie:l qniescent iuitil 1i41, 
wlieii mother petition catiie iii froiii the pew 
ple ill the iiortli eiitl of the parish, liearlt:tl, 
iii a feeble haiid, by Elder Coit, who wits 
sooii to leave the activities niitl controversies 
of earth. They asked a fiirtliu liraririg, antl 
Sariinel 1)aliEortIi iuid Johii Iieatl of the coun- 
cil with Mr. Fairfield, 311. \Yiswall aiid Jlr. 
1,ittle of tlie Iionse were made a coiiiiiiittet,, 
wliicli lieartl tlie parties and repurted the tle- 
cisioii reproclnced by Mr. lhbsori, recoiiiiiieiid- 

iiig tlie parish to seciire the servicw of a 

c 
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le~rnwl and ortliotlox minister as an nssist- 
ant to N r .  White, aiid to meet by turns in 
tlie two churches. This is clatecl J u I ~  ‘24, 
li41, and within a week, tlie revered pastor 
ol the charch, Rev. John \Vliite, appears f(:r 
the first and only time in the role of a partic- 
ipant in the discussion. Ilis letter, which 
is written in a fine, clear hand, is just sac11 a 
deliverance as one would expwt from an 
aged saint wlio hati given his life’s service , 
for the parish. I t  is a pleasure tU rescue fwiii 
the oblivion of the archives this letter, re- 
vealiiig as it does to the children’s cliildreii of 
the controversioiialists the pacific spirit of the 
fine old i i ian . The letter is addressed to the 
resideiits of the north part of the lirst parish, 
and reads as follows : 

‘ ’ IIonored and beloved brethren : 
“There has beeii tUo ninch of a i i  alieira- 

tion and prejudice ( I fear) a,qLiiist iiie for 
leaving the old meeting house and I aiii not 
without fears that niy return to it (all uir- 
cmnsL~nces considered) will not abate, but 
increase tlie same. To prevent which I a i i i  

at the pains to write this letter, and coniiriii- 

riicate it. In the first place these signify to 
yon that 1 have looked upor! it as a niatter 
of prudencr: for nie, to be slow i n  nimagiiig 
the affair of chiisiiig a person to preach in 
order to the church’s choice autl settlenieiit. 
I have not voted iii  the affair, there being 110 

iiecessity for it in order to the validity of the 
cliiirch’s act. And Mr. I’arsoiis (wlio is tlie 
lirst persoil the church has pitched upon to 
preach in a probationary way) is as slow to 
ingage in this work. 

“ l h t  that yon may be prevailed with to at- 
teid with a chrixtiaii teniper oii our iiiinistry 
please duly to consider that wlieii the Geii- 

“Gloucester, ,Jnly :10, 1i42. 

& 
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era1 Court shall approve ( i f  y(iiir cliristiaii 
coiidescentioii, subniissiuli, xiid self denial? i i i  

so teiider it case, i t  will be iio grief of lieart 
u i i t o  you, atid I itrii fa l ly  persuaded tllat your 
conduct herein will be ap,p~oved by all, 
whether tlie seiise of the General Court’s or- 
der be as yon, or as we take it. If as we 
hlre it, tlieri your acquiescitig iii what the 
cliurcli has  doiie, will be a i i  acceptance of 
the relief the Beiieral Court lias proposed 
aiid iiii happy issue of a long anti uiiliappy 
debate. Ai i t l  if as Yon take it, the Court 
will applaud your peaceable and sribiiiissive 
temper ; aiid will declare that tione of tlie 
things proposed liace beeti complied witllall, 
;iccortliiig to the true iiitent and tiieaiiiiig of 
tlitw, atid will accordiiig to tlieir proiiiise to 
yon, coiistitote jou a parish. And will it be 
accouritetl by yon a burdeii iiitolerable, to 
liear your Old l’astcir a few Sabbaths, and 
311. l’arsoiis, wlio lias had tiiore seals of his 
iiiinistt~y before orditiatioii thaii aiiy that I 
kiiow. Weigh these things, I earnestly be- 
seech y ~ u ,  and by a cool tempsr ant1 cliris- 
tiaii frame, coinply till the Court sits with 
d r a t  tlie cliurch tliiiiks they have directed 
tlieni unto, as aii expedieiit for pnblic good, 
iiintual edification. 

“Your assured frieiid and faithful pastor, 
“ Johii Whlte. ” 

This letter was addressed to ‘ ‘  Elder Sa- 
tlianiel Coit atlid .Joseph Alleli Esqr & tlie 
rest of J-e north part of tlie first parish i i i  

Gloucester. ” 
The Blr. l’arsons referred to iii hir .  \Viiite’s 

lettet was lter. Moses I’arsoiis, father of 
illassachnsetts’ eminent jurist, Thcopliilns 
1’ .” aiaoiis, wlio at  this time was keeping a pri- 
vate school at the harbor aiid who was eii- 

jiagecl as ari assistaiit to the venerated pastor 

a 
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wliicli, for soiiir reitsoii is oiily iiitlicaterl o i i  
1,lie parish plati  :is extetitliiig fro111 Cherry 
street to the house of Lient. Davis, the oitlj' 
one tlieii nyoii it. 'Hie E:zekiel 1)ay Iiorise 
was iiear the Ciierrg' street end. .Joseph 111- 
gersoll, wlio evitleiitly lived iiear, tiiust Iiave 
abaiicloiietl that locatioii aiirl built a lionse on 
the 1)ogtowii roarl, or else his soil .Joseph, 
who is the oiie iiirlicated in the plan, built i i i  

lhgtowii af ter  his imrriage to RIary Brewer, 
1)eu. 2 ,  1707. 

The parish plaii  shetis a good (leal of light 
ripon tlir probleiii wliicli trunbled . J e h  .J. 
Uabsoii as to the motive for the settletileiit uf 
Ihgtuwii, i i s  is illristrated in the case above. 
A very h r g r  1Jroportioii of the lieails of fatii-  

ilies hail it very large tiruiiber of chilclteii, a ~ i d  
the sons, its they grr\v 1111, iiiarried aiitl es- 
tablislied Iioiiies for theitiselves as iiear the 
ancestral lioiiiesteatl--whicti, as a role, evetit- 
ually clesceiitl~tl to the rltlest suri-as was 
possible, this ofteu being within t!ie liitiits of 
I)o;towit, \Ye s l d l  tint1 as we s t d y  the 
village as it existed iii 1740 that iiiitiiy soils 
of m i l  W h ( J  I I R ~  large farins iri what is 
11IJW liiverdxle aiid 'Sqaaiii begail house- 
keeping in  I)ogtowii, seeking their laiicl i i i  

the last clivisioit of cotii~iioii lalids i i i  1719. 
'file ~~ioveiiieiit of settleiiient c;tn be tiacecl 
quite easily through a mrefnl exaiiiiiiatioii 
vital statistics. Willia~ii Stevens, Gloucester's 
atid S e w  Eiiglanrl'a faitiuus sliipwriglit, 
lived at the Cot. His graiidsoii, \ \ " m i ,  i i i -  

herited his place, iiiarrietl Abigail Sargent, 
a i i d  diet1 in 1701. Ilis widow inarrietl Elder 
Satlmiiel Coit, who lived at the inill pond, 
atid whose clangliter Mary, iitxrried .Joseph 
AIleii, Esq. ; Saiiinel, son ol the secoiid Wil- 
liaiii Stevens, iiiarried Aiitrd, Joseph .~llen's  
daughter, and lml a third \Villiam, horn iri, 
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1718, who niarried Anna, dau~li ter  of E ~ I -  
ezer Davis at  the very period the iiiap was 
made, and it shows him settled dowii on 
what is now Cherry street. The  next gener- 
ation moved into I)ogtown village, where 
Joseph Stevens was the largmt laiidholder 
100 years ago, 

Near William Stevens lived 13~11janii11 Fos- 
ter, who I suppose to be the gradfather of 
little Dorms Foster of I)ogtown, whose story 
has been already told. I n  the same locality 
lived John Bruce, and of him I tind absolntey 
no record. and am therefore of the opinion 
that the name should not be Bruce but Brew- 
er, as the iianie of. .John Brewer is placed 
with that of Stevens arid Fost,e:’ i n  the list of 
petitioners. This does not help 11s niucli, 
however, as nothing further is Irnown of hiin. 

‘The Kathaniel Day house, at the foot of 
Gravel Hil l ,  was built by Saniael I h y ,  a 
younger brother, who was killed by ludians 
in the troubles of 1758, and his widow tlee;l- 
ed the property to Nathaniel, who married 
Susanna Stanwood in 1739. The map, liow- 
ever, shows that they were living i n  the 
house in 1741. Vhile dealing with the Day 
family, it may be well to say t,hat the widow, 
h h r y  Day, whose iiaiiie appears in the list 
as living near Nathaniel, was uiitlou1)tedly 
his mother, Nary Rvwe lhj-, the daughter 
of Hugh Rowe, and widow of Ezekiel Day, 
her lioirie being, as stated, near Reyiiartl 
street. Two of her sisters married brothers 
of her husband and one of these appea.rs i i r  
the list, Rachel, widow of Samuel. Aiiotli- 
er Day widow, abigail, was Abigail Lexoh, 
widow of John, erroneously called ‘ ‘  Abigail 
Lead ” in N r .  Gabsoil’s history, and 
“ Alice ” 1,each in his Xotes and Adtiitioiis. 
She had a (laughter Sarah who married 1)ea 

3 
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con .!osepli \Yiiislow, nientionecl iii tlie I h g -  

the adiiiiiiistrator of .Johii’s estate. Thc lat- 
ter’s honie was i i t w  tho Poles, but the dis- 
tance from tlie chrirch, ;ts iiitlicated on tlie 
list, ant1 tliP fact that they are rianml to- 
gether, sliows tllat in order to be near her 
ilaugliter she had nior.rtl into 1)ogtowii ril- 
age. 

‘I’liere is 110 tloiiht i n  niy niiiici that the 
iianie ‘ ‘ Josepli \\‘histoil” 011 the original plan 
is an erIor. The house is that of .Joseph 
\Vinslow, as is sliown by coiisultiiig the list 
of distances, it beiiig only a rod from Janies 
Stanwooct’s, on tlie opposite side of the street, 
while no clistaiice is given for the hoase of 
.Joseph Whiston, rianied elsewhere iri the list. 
Furthermore, tlir phi1 iri the 1)ogtowii book 
gives 1k:~coii Winslow’s cellar as at this 
point. but opposite, while in ail article which 
1 pnblislietl in  tliP Tiiiies in  November, lSOS, 
I stated that I had sncceeded in identifying the 
cellar at that time niarked by a painted sign 
as that of  1)orcas Foster as the old lionie of 
1)eacon Winslow. This is the very cellar 
niarked “.Joseph Whiston” 011 the aricieiit 
plan, which in itself is a splendid proof of 
the accuracy of a tradition which had ex- 
isted in Riverdale for five generations-a 
century and a half. It is clear that the naiiie 
“Whiston” was copied froiii tlir plan autl 
placed in the list, and that 111. Uabson 
copied it fi‘oiii the list and printed it in his 
history as that of an early settler of whoiii 
he liiiew nothing more. 

A few steps farther u p  the street lived 
Widow Jane Day, very plainly the . ‘Granny 
Thy, ” wlio was the village schoolmistress 
and gave her riame to tlie swanip at that 
point. 1 have tried very harc! to identify 

t(JWl1 book, ; L I ) l 1  the gOCX1 deac(Jl1 was ill 

3 
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her. Mr. Fred S. 1)ny tliiirlis she w : ~  tlic. 
.Jane 110y1 wlio married .Joseph I k y ,  and to 
wlioni 1\11.. Ihbso~i  gives the ii:itiie I’atier~c~. ” 

Flailcis ’ ‘  I3loytl” was a i l  early settler. As 
co1liLtera.l evir!eiice t,liat Mr. I ky ’ s  theory is 
right I may say that .Joseph 1);iy liatl :I 

daughter .lane (doubtless iiainetl for I i r ~  
niotlier) who married . Joh i i  Carter. Ridon 
.Jane Carter died in .Jaiitiary$ 1’314, at tlie 
age of ninety-four. I aiii quite tiisposed to 
think that tlie belief of the late Eli Alorgaii 
that “E:iist,er” xiid \Yilliairr Carter ~ i ~ i i e  

from Euglall~1 Was foulllletl 011 t h e  fact th;1t 
tlieir fatlier, .Joliii Carter, ciiiiie over clitlier 
i n  1741 or l i 4 2 ,  ant1 thnt he Iiiarried tlir, 
danghter of “Qranliy” I k q .  \ \ ‘ l lPI l  we call 
iier t?y tllat loving title, therefore, me bnt 
~c l io  the laiignage of the little Easter xiid 
Willixiir, wlieii they wiitletl in tlieir graiitl- 
inother’s swamp, a ceiitary or inore ago. 

I3ut Iiiiviny taken this exciirsioii tlirougli 
t t ip village street with tliP I )ay  family aii t l  

coimectioiis, it iiiay ’x well to retnrn to t h r t  
foot of Gravel hill for a few iiiiiintes. 
Satliaiiiel 1)ag’s nearest neighbors i n  l i 4 0  
were Bbrallam and .Jeremiah Millet. It is 
tli~ticult toget array from t,lie I)aj- fainily in 
tletrliiig with 1)ogtowll. ‘rliey were consiiis 
of Sathariiel, soils of A k ~ i d r e ~ v  Nillet arirl 
lkthiah I h y .  ’I’he i i i a p  in the 1)ogtuwii 
book locates Il[olly Millet i l i  t l iP  house which 
tlip aiicient iiiap sliows was built by .\bra- 
hnin Xillet. I a n r  unable to say 1 1 0 ~ .  tlw 
Iiousr of .Iereniiali Jtillrt,  at  the top of 
(:rnvrl hill, passed into t l i p  possrssioii of 
\Villiaii I’oluifer. 

\ V h o  I~eri.j;i~iiiii (K)imvcoi i ib ,  whose Iioiisc, 
stood w;ir the present locatiou of the T ‘ i v i n l l  

beell, we are lPft tu  colrjec- 
I l i l i o~v ,  liis iiiriiibersliip iii 
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, IIr iiiarrietl Priscilla Alleii, 
.iiig ii i  the yea1 1 7 3 ,  nncl later 

li(z iti;irrietl Y;ilah lknierit,  tloubtless a dangli- 
ter of the iuiitleiitiliecl Janies. 1 snppose 
l’riscilla Alleii WLS a tlaaglitct 
iiiiii  Alleii n.ho ‘LY;LS .Joseph 
iieigliIi(ir, living oii the upp 
,jti(lgt~, ;ilso, that it was iii the fi)rIIier l i o i i ~ ~  of 
1leiij;uiiiti .llleii tliat Abrallaiii Wharf l i w l  
at  the tiine he rashly tleterniiiietl to t a k ~  his 
owii life. A coiiiparisoii of the plaii in tlir 
1)ogtowii b ~ l i  with the r1)nrisli plan seeiiis to 
prow this. A few years ago I stated that 
this honse was not the iioiiiesteatl of Rbra- 
haiii \\'barf, and the palish plan, showing 
the Arthur 7iTharf house a distance away,  
prores the correctiiess of that statenlent. 

IkiiJamin ,Illen was apparently, though 
not certainly, oiie of the 1 i  cliiltlrrii of tlir 
first .Joseph, ar id  R brother to Joseph, Esq. , 
:tI1(1 ‘~hOl1I:lS. Ail‘. Ihbsoii does ll(Jt folio\\. 
up th r  history of this Ilenjaiiiin, who  was 
born iii 11\87, but he prints a reference to 
the 1)ogtowii Uenjainin in his Sotes aiitl Ad- 
tlitioris, which practically proves iny tiitwry 
that the cellar surrounded by the foiiiidatioiis 
of oi~tbaililinps, where lie says Abrallaiii 
\Vllarl lived, was the home of Henjaiiiiii .21- 
len. 

hl)raIlaiii Wharf iiiarrial Mary Allen, aiitl 
i i i  17(i> Catlierille Ilichartlson, Mary “Wharf” 
i ~ n t l  Susaiiiia .\lien petitioned for a division 
of their tlcceasntl father’s estate. Jlenjaiiiiii 
Allen iiixrried Mary Itiggs Oct. 1, 1729, xiitl 
a SOII, Andrew, was borii A l i~g .  2 ,  1 7 X .  
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soii Se1ii~nii;~li was tiiatlr ;uliiiitiistfiitor of his 
estate, alrd iL year latPr IlOll. 1;rtlj. Ql~rrll- 

lmf, ,judge of probatr for bhscx coriiity, x11- 
pointed J~LII IC~S I k q ,  Issac 1)itiitiis;oti mid Z r b  
uloii l A i i l k i i i ,  a l l  ireelioltlws of (:loiicrstrr, ;I 

coniiriittee to givr the witlom lirr tliirtl of 
tlir estate. 'rlirir report w a s  as follo~vs : 

Gloncester, .Julie 2 t ,  1;s.i. 
"Ilon Sir Agreeable to ;L wvarraiit to 11s 

tlirrcti?l, \vr Iiave set off to tlie witlox Sarali 
Staiiwootl, o m  fu l l  tliirtl part of the real r s -  
tatr of her liiisbaiicl, Srlieiiiiali Stan\vootl, 
kite of Gloucrster, tlecrased, ~iz,-oiir  I , o \ v [ ~ r  
Rooiii i i i  tlir wrstrrii eiid of tli 1SI~tl 

~ l w l l i i i g  Ilonsr witli a privileg i i i  

tlic, 0 ~ ~ 1 1  ill tli? Easteni l ioo i i i  of Saitl 
Ilonst~, also the privikge of oiie Quarter part 
o k  the cellar; also one Cow 1:iglit i i i  tlir I'iis- 
tiirr xljoiiiiiig &Lit1 1)weIliiig Ilonsr aiitl 
Village I,aiid ant1 ;L I'riyiletlye to tlie Fe l l  
tlic wliolr aiiiouiitiiig to 20 poiuitls. " 

'Yliis \voiiltl indicate that the old Iiouse i t i  
13ercli Instiire was valued a t  about (i0 po~u~tls  
iti 1:s;. Selieitiiali Statiwood, tlie bniltirr 
of the Iionse, was a weaver. Ire had nine 
children. His oldest son, 
Mary Kiggs, artil hail a lo 
Iievolntioirary war, his rnt  
tlir coast gtiartl, in Qloacrster. Srheiiiiah, 
tlie secoiitl soti, aiitl the fatlier of .Joliii Nor- 
g:.aii Statirvood, was a lislieriiiati, born .Iuiir 
?I;, Ii;{;;, wlio tiiarrierl Ruth hlorgan Jan. 31, 
17.X. (The  latter rvidently got hrr ~ l a i i i t ~  

fi(Jlii her iiiother, llntli Lane, dangliter C J ~  

.Iauies, born Ijec. 5, 171s, wlio iirarrietl a 
>[orgall. ) Evidently l'eter I m v e y ,  who 
tiinri%?d a sister of Abraliaiii '\\'barf, weiit to 
]ioii~rliee~~ing iii oiie side of this Iionse, aiitl I 
aiii tiiore convincrtl tllaii rvrr that tlie young- 
er Selieiiiiali, aftei his iiiarriage to l iuth 
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1)ogtowir SE~III : ;  alwitys to liave liatl i i i a i i ~ -  

witlows witliiir its liiiiits. The \Vid(ixv lktvis, 
. it rrsitleiit 011 tlie nliper roatl, 

was Aiixt, :\-idow o f  . Jo l i i~ ,  hoi i  of the liist 
settler of the iiaiiie, xiid th r  daugliter of 15t1- 
w;trtl 11:ifiiileii. tIrr soir Joselili iir;tri ietl 
Jeiiiiiira IIasliell, who latrr becaiiie tl ie wife  
of Lierit. Tlloilias ,\llril. I l e i  ,w!i \ V i l l i a u i  
liatl a fiiie 1~wolntioiiar)- record, mil  lias 
iIiitiiy desceiidaiits iii (:loneester. “ Witlow 
Cariiiablr ” dill i i ( ~ t  rrinaiii a witlow. Slie 
was T,ytlia Riggs, tlangliter of the secoird 
1 h o n i a h  ICiggs, x i i d  after the tleatli of ’ l k i r i i -  

as Caiiiieby, s h r  iiiarrird Solunioii I)avis, son 
I J ~  1,ieut. .Jaiiies I)a\ 

il Ikniiett, wliosr iiiiiiie alqieai’s, 
widow of the tirst settler of’ the iiairie, 

A\iitlioiiy, wlio was :I carpeiiter, air11 biiilt 
aiid operated the inill a t  the outlet c,f C q i c  
I’ontl bruoli, IEX Fox IIill and the lioinr of 
‘rainiiry ~oruiger .  ‘rile iiaiw ‘ ‘  A I I ~ I I O I ~ J -  

Ile~riiett” w1iic.h appears o i i  tlir plaii a t  this 
point was that of his oltlest wi i ,  ;iiid Steplieii 
a r i t l  .Joliii Jkniiett, wlicise ilaiiie alil:ears iie;tr 

ti1 Ueiiiiett 011 tlir upper 1)og. 

At  the time of the preparatioii of tiif? plmr, 

guardiansliip of his son .)oliii, xvliile his 
irrotlier, Abagail, xvho seeiirs to have I~r~eii 
evicted Iroiir the lioiiie at Fox IIill to uialte 
~ ( H I I I I  for tlie faiiiily of the soil, liatl brew drat1 
seveii or eight xearu. I have trietl to itleirtifj- 
orie of these I3eiiiiett Iionses a s  the “Oltl  
Castle,” but tiiirl it i1ii1~ossil)Ie to (lo lliis 
witliont a warcli of I‘~ssrx- records, ~vliich 

r >  

t U T V I l  road, were SOIIS of t l IP  s:Pcontl 9 llt11011J~. 

l i41,  lie ICU iioii coiiipos atit1 ~.iitler tlir c 



woultl probably result iii lixiiig the Iiorrse 
iiiarlwl “Jol i i i  IJeiiiiett” as the (’astle. 

I t  is but a short clistaiice f ~ ~ i i i  the Iioiise 
u1 Williaii l’nclier OII the iiiaiii road, to tlie 
cottage oii the back road, still staiitliiig, of 
his clesctiidaiits, 1)aii a i d  1)orcas. or “1)arli” 
‘I‘acltrr, the latter the brewer of the ‘‘dire 
drink,” who pot h ~ r  iliiiiie from her uicestor, 
1)orais Lalie, wife of tlie first settlei of 
l ~ a i ~ e s ~ i l l ~ ,  ,John Lane. 

c 

I t  is foreigii to the purl)ose of this series 0 1  
: t i  ticks to discourse of the 1ioiiit.s outsitlc the 
liiiiits of I )ogtowil wliicli appear 011 the Ii la i i .  

Proiii tlic aiicieiit Iioase . of ’l‘honias lbiggs, 
tlic lirst scliooliiiaster, went a flock of tlangli- 
ters aiitl ~raiicltlnngliters, to become tlic 
wives of resitleiits of I)ogtowii. This stxte- 
iricwt is also true of the lionsrs of Lieut. 
.J;iiii~s 1)avis arid Ewltiel I h y ,  alsti 011 the 
ontposts of tlie i iow (1esPrte:l village. I tliiiik 
I 1i;tve iiiacle it fairly clear, by the aid of the 
resiurrected parisli plaii. tllat tlir people who 
built and lx~l~alatetl  1)ogtowri had iii their 
veiiis the best bluotl of Gloucester. 

‘rliii was the positioii I took, but cotiltl 
iiot ;it the tiiiie prove, i t i  “ The Stor)- of 
Ilogtowii.” The  earl)- residents of tlie l‘owii 

1’;irisli hail large fitiiiilies. ‘Hie distribntioii 
of l n i i t l  i i i  1i1!1 iiiacle it possible for every 
i n a l ~  above 21 years of age to secure a qiiar- 
tet‘ lot, but iilaiiy of these were located in 
what beuitiie 1)ogtomn. At  that date I 
not belirvp a single Iiouse stootl in  wlint is 
t iow 1)11gtowii Coiiiiiioiis. T w o  ctecatles saw 
twriity-tive homes, all flocking with children. 
I11 ;I littlr over ten years, tliorcfore, I)o<rt  own c 
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