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PREFACE. 

1oAS;.:R·ED·DI:X llODJA is the nam.e of a JTIH11 

who i.s lookeL1 upon l1y tbf.: Turkish }kL)· 

p k as their _,J~rmp. He is .suppo,:;L'cl to have 
li \-eLl in the city of Dag-Llat1. Hi:-. title "1IoL1ja" 
in ,1i...:aks ilrnt 11c \.va:-. ~1 lL':1rneL1 1nan. 111 
fa d, he ·was both a priest <111Ll a teacher. He 
lln·sscd hin1Sclf after the style of an Iman1 
w ell characteri zctl hy hi.s \'Cnen1 hlc turhan 
:m Ll the priestly nrnn tlc. 

"\Yhether there :1chw1ly Ji\'L'tl such a per· 
Sl)ll, lW \\'hcthcr he is altogcll1cr a fictitious 
charader. 1naUcrs hnt 1ittlc. 1.'hc fact i;-;, 
that there i.s in Tnrkcy to·day ~1 hlrgc collcu
tion of fal1le.s ~mt1 stories, tbily rehearsecl anJ 
applied to actual Jife by the pco111c, which 
are circnlatc<l. 111lllcr his na111c, not ncce.n.sa· 
rily 1)ccaw=>e he is the anthor of them, but 

because he plays the part of a hero in them. 
H e has done and said certain things and in 
certain \:¥ays that havc appealecl to the h u1nor· 
on s nature of his contrym.en. They are a 
great source of pleasure for the Otton1an. They 
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embody tI1urkish humor in its simplicity. 
Thongh the proverbial sedateness of the Turk 
has created doubts in the mincls of the Occi· 
.ientals as to "\.vhether he ha.s any hnnior in 
him or not, yet one cannot fail to se ' him 
delighted as he eagerly listens to the tales of 
the great Hodja. In the numerous coffee 
houses throughout the Turkish empire '-'-'"here 
the turbaned 1nan finds so niuch enjoyment 
in his coffee and pipe, nothing is more fasc-i· 
nating to hi1n than the rehearsal of the ecce11· 
tricities of Nassr-ed-Din. 

tfhere is no doubt that the re,c:;trictions of 
the Hareni which absolutely prohibit the in· 
termingling of the sexes in a social way, are 
not in favor of developing the Turk's humor. 
lYioreover, owing to the fact that nearly all 
such stories pu.rported to appeal to hi..s hu· 
morons nature, and 1nake hi1n Jaugh "\.vith a 
prolonged "kah, kah," are recited in the Caffa 
or assemhlagcs coniposed exclusj .._-ely of the 
sterner sex, son-ie of these stories, though 
often "\.Vith good inorals-for there -iH hardly 
a .story afloat in the Oriental atmosphere that 
does not teach a moral-arc not refined enough 
to appear in print. I have. therefore, selecteLl 
only such as are readable by both sexes. 
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...'.l.B n1ost of the .1:>tories have good niorals, 
it i.s ;-;uggestcd that, while the children are 
rcm1ing or rehearsing- then1, the parents 
Bhouhl a.s1c them i.o point ont their po;:;sihle 
1norals. 

In introducing the TURKISH GEM.S to the 
American literature, i.vhile it is not expected 
that the funny Hodja will becmne as popular 
with the American people as he is with the 
Turkish, it is. however, hopecl that it will 
not only a1nnsc the young- and contribute to 
their .stock of .story-knowleJge, hut that it 
"\vill equa1ly prove P11terbining anc.1 useful 
to their elJ.ers, even i.o the 1nost philosoph· 
ical, by furnishing then1 with specimens of 
humor that e1nbodies various phases of Ori
ental life so Iull of interc;:;t. 

Hoping then that the goocl-natured Hodja 
will 1)e a i.vdcom.e guest in many an A1neri
can hon1e, a1ul receive 1)etter treatment than 
he Jid 'vhcn once a guest in his O"\vn country, 

k 

1.t 
:i-
ll· 

Es, 
he 

(See 1)agc 43.) 

Allegheny, Pa. 

I remain, respectfully, 

S. V. BEDICKIAN. 





THE HODJA IN THE NEXT WO~D. 

HILE walking in a graveyard, the 
Hodja* falls into an old grave. "Now
I am Jead. I'll see if Gabriel w-ill 

come," says he, and anxiously "l.vaits for the 
angel of death. Presently the jinglings of 
mules' bells reach his ears. "Verily, the fel
low is coming with all the rackets of the 
resurrection," says the Hodja, :ind atte1npts 
t lift up his head out of the grave. The 
noise, ho-wever, "l.vas caused hy a caravan of 
china merchants "1.vho "1.vere ju.st unloading 
their mules for the purpose of re.sting a w-hile 
ant1 letting the ani1nal.s graze close by the 
graveyard. As the Hodja liftcJ.. his head up, 

• Pronounce Hod Jil. This is a title "ord of Persian orlgin, meaning a "teach
•.'" or "professor." It ls, however, often applie<l also to persons who a.re not 
teachef'!'. When ~sed alone, it ma;r: then be followed by tne word "Effendi," which 
-~ vanous meaning~. u.s .Mr., Sir, E"\'},, etc. 
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the mules got frightened and in a second ut. 
1nost confusion reigned among the mules as 
'\veil as the men, so that all the chinaware 
'\\TaS trampled clown and broken to pieces. 
The O'\vners of the caravan at once laid hold 
on the Hodja and, with their eyes full o 
'\vrath, cle1narnled \.vhat he "vas arnl -what 
business he had there. The Hodja trem 
hlin!r from foot to head answers: "I-I-I 

~ .. 
am one of the de-de-clead. I cam_e out for 
some £-£-fresh air." "You "vretch ! -wait 
"ve'll give you 111ore than you want of it,'' 
return the 1nen, anu heat him to insensi· 
bility. The Hodja coming to conscious
ness, starts for home, -..vhich he reaches 
in a rllined condition. His wife seeing the 
l1lood coming forth from his mouth and nos
trils, asks him '\v-liat the matter is. "I am 
co1ning fr01n the world of the dead," ans'\ver.s 
the Hodja tearfully. "And what news do 
you bring fron1 there?" inquires his wife 
again. "Verily," returns the Hoclja, "woe is 
to the m _an in that ·worlLl -...vho frightens the 
mules of a china merchant. 
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TURKISH GEMS. II 

Tn· HODJA'S BIG FIND. 

One day the Hodja, wishing to build a 
stable in the ground under his house, com
mences to dig, and after having dug for a 
;vhile, he reaches his neighbor's stable which 
e finds full of oxen. Delighted by the find, 

h e runs out and in a loud voice hollows: 
" Wife, good new.s, gooLl news!" ":1Iy dear 
h usband, have you gone crazy? What's the 

atter?" inquires his wife. "What's the 
atter? I have just found a subterranean 

s table full of oxen froni the times of the Ro
ans," ans-,.vers the Hodj a. 

THE HODJA WANTING TO KILL HIS OX . 

One day the Hodja asks his neighbors to 
go anJ help him take the ox upstairs. "Hodja, 

~

mt 

ke the ox upstairs for?'" inquire the neigh-
o rs. "So I could kill him for a banquet," 

swers the Hodja. "But why don't you 
·n him in the yard?" iemand the men. 
Because," returns the Hodja, "the knife is 
stairs." 

h ave you gone crazy? "\Vhat clo you want to 
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THE HODJA PREPARING E.OR IT. 

Having heard that the Hodja i.s going to 
get married, the neighbors call c:md kindly 
advise him not to take the .step for the reas011 
th:it if he marries, his wife would turn his 
house up.side do-wn. Sometime after, the 
Hodja commences to build hi.s house. In do· 
ing this, however, he begins building t11e 
roof fir.st The neighbors, astonished at this 
apparently foolish plan, ask him if he has 
gone crazy that he builds the roof fir.st and 
not the foundation. "\.Vhy," .says the Hodja, 
"didn't you tell m.e the other day that if I 
m.arried, my -wife "voulJ turn m_v house up· 
side Jo-wn?" "Yes, -what of that?" reply 
the neighbors. ""\Vell," .says the Hodja then. 
"I am now building my house "vrong side 
up, so "vhen 1ny -wife turns it up.side down 
the right .side may l1e up th.en.I' 

THE HODJA AND THE JEW. 

One day the Hodja prays a.s follows: " 
Lord, give me one thousand poun ds, on e les 
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this numher I will not take." It happens 
that a Jew neighbor hears this prayer. NO\z 
the Jew, wishing to try the Hoclja's honesty, 

: to uts in a purse nine hundred ancl ninety-nine 
Uy ounds and deposits it through the chimney 
son into the Hodja's room. Seeing the purse, the 
his IIodja says to himself, "the I-1orJ. has accepteJ. 
t11e yprayer," and counting the money, he finds 
do· it to be just nine hurnlred and ninety-nine 
ilie ounds. "He -w-ho gave me so many will 
his also give me another one," says he, and puts 
:ia.s he money in his pocket. The J ev..r hearing 
nd this, begins to feel uneasy, and says to him, 

"Hodja, give my money back." "Give you 
othing, it was the Lord who gave me that 
oney," replies the Hodja. The Jew now 

ompletely on £.re, entreats him to give the 
oney back, saying he clid that simply to 

try him, but the Hodja is unmoved. 'I'he 
Jew then demands that he appear before the 

adi (judge). "I don't go to court this way, 
Jew," replies the Hodja, "if you want me to, 
ou go and get me a horse and a sealskin 
vercoat, otherwise I won't go." The Jew
eparts, and soon returns "'..vith a fine horse 
nd a costly overcoat for him. The Ho<l.ja 
nts on the overcoat, mounts on the horse 
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and in a dignified 1nanner proceeds 
court house. Here after the J C'-V" has ex
plained the matter, the Hodja addresses the 
Kadi as follo-.vs: "Yonr Honor, I have noth
ing to say concerning the Jew's falsehood, let 
the Lord judge him. in that. But to show 
you to -what degree this man is a liar, let me, 
however, tell you this much, tlrnt had he an op
portunity, he would claim even the very coat 
I wear and the horse I ride on." The Jew 
now- hardly able to manage his tongue in his 
mouth, speaks out, "But, Hodja Effendi, arc 
they not mine?" and b-nrsts into tears, -while 
the Hodja -.vith an air of triu1nph remarks to 
the court, " Your Honor, did't I tell you so? " 
The Kadi declares further evidence unneees· 
sary, and the poor Jew is dismissed. 

THE HODJA AND HIS COAT. 

One day the Hodja attends a wedding, 
but no one pays him any attention. Imme· 
diately he returns home and putting on his 
sealskin overcoat, he goes back to the wed· 
ding. This time everybody present has a 

http:follo-.vs
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:\."ord of welcome for hi1n. Soon he is put at 
the hea cl of the table. \!Vhen all ready to 

at, the Hodja holding the hem of his coat on 
the plate as if to dip it in, remarks, "Help 
your.self, you coat of m.ine," "Hodja EffenJ.i," 

>w llemand the astonisheJ. gne.sts, "what does 
:i.e, hat mean?" "Nothing at all," returns the 
DP· odj:i.; "but .since you have honored 1ne on 
)at of my coat, 1 ·t it enjoy the dinner 
~w l.so." 
lL~ 

ire \ 

'le \ 
to 

T'1E HODJA AND HIS TURBAN.7" 
es· 

Onei while -wraping his turban on his 
h ead, the odja loses the end of it. He try;-; 
to find it r a long time, but in vain. He be
comes so revoked at this that he at once 
takes it to he bazar to sell. Some one winh
ing to buy ·t, a.sk.s hi1n what he ·wants for it. 
The Hodja approaching him quietly -..vhispcrs 
in his ear: "Don't you bny it. 1)rother, the end 
f this turba can't be founJ.." 
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THE THIEF IN THE HODJA' S nousn. 

One night a burglar enter;; the Hoclj a's 
house. His wife seeing the man, exclaims: 
"The1·e is a burglar in the house husband," 
"Never mincl," answers the Hodja, "let him 
find anything at all, if J1e can, I'll take it 

from him." 

THE HODJA AND THE WO!tVES. 

"Wife," says the Hodja one day, •1how do 
they tell that a ·man is dead?" "W en they 
Bee that his feet and hands have grown cold," 
answers his ·wife. A fe.,_v days after, while 
cutting -wood in the mountain, the Hodja dis· 
covers that his hands anJ. feet hne grown 
cold. "Now I a1n dead," says he arjl stretches 
himself underneath a tree. \.i\foh s then put 
in their appearance and devour is donkey, 
and while they are having a gra& feast of it, 
the Hodja lifts up his head and remarks : 
"\Vell have you struck the a.ss -whose 
owner's dead, help yourselves." 
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THE HODJA AND THE CAMEL. 

~\.s the Hodja was riding on a camel one 
ay, the animal got frightened ancl threw 
he HoJja clown. The people gathered arouncl 

the poor Effendi and careJ for him unti1 he 
r egained consciousness. "Let those \.'lrho love 
their God," said he then, "bring me hither 
the mischievous beast that I may take my 
evenge on him." When he was asked -w-hat 
e woalJ do to him, he replied: "I'd break 
is horns off and thrust the1n into his ears." 

THE HODJA SELLING LADDERS. 

One day the Hodja, by means of a ladder, 
walled garden for the purpose of 

Ju.st as he was landing 
the inside he sa\.V the gardener coming 

rhereupon he at once put the ladder on his 
boulder and began auctioneering it. "Hodja, 
hat business have you in this place?" said 

gardener. "I am selling ladders here, 
ir, can't you see?" returned the Hodja. "But 
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is this the place to sell ladders in? " repeated 
the other. " .My dear friend," replied the ec
centric genius, "fear makes u person J.o lot.s 
of things regardless of the circun'1.stnnces," 

'l'HE HODJA ON THE BENCH. 

One day two 1nen to settle a dispute, go 
to court. It happens that day the Hodja has 
called on the Kadi (judge). Having some 
other business to attend, the Kadi reque.st.s 
the Hodja to judge the parties for him. One 
of the men states his case as follows: "Your 
Honor, a dog died in front of this man's house, 
but he won't haul it a-way, saying that it 
J.ied in front of m .y house." "No sir," says 
the other, "it did not die in front of my house," 
and they conunence to quarrel in court. The 
Hodja no-w stepping in between, de1nancls: 
11 \.Vait a moment, don't :fight, aren't your 
houses fronting on the national pike? " They 
answer "yes, sir." "If so," decides the Hodja, 
"the Kadi must haul it a-way. You have 
nothing to do with it." 
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THE HODJA AND HIS YOUNG BULL. 

One l1ay the HoJja's young bull was 
jumping around and making a great deal of 
noise, being, as it "Were in ecstacy. The Hodjn 
took a stick anJ began to whip tlLe olcl bull. 
"Hu.shand," says his vrife, ""What fault has 
he that you "Whip him?" "You keep still, 
wife," replies the Hodja, "if the little one 
hadn't learned these tricks from him, ho"W 
t:onlcl he act them, being yet of yesterday? 
For the fault of a son his father is punished." 

THE HODJA'S GENEROSITY. 

One day while going home the Hodja 
eets three d ervishes (mohammedan monks) 

nncl invites them to his house to partake of a 
.soup. The men accept his invitation and 
follow him home. The Hodj a takes the1n to 
a second-story room and comes clown to tell 
his wife to cook a little soup for the stran

ers. "My dear husband," exclai1ns the sur· 
rised wife, "ho-.v can I make a soup "'lt'..rith nei
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ther rice nor butter in the house?" "Don't 
get excited, my dear," says the Hodja, "hand 
m.e a .soup bowl." He then takes the howl 
up.stairs, and showing it to the ~tranger.s 

says: "Had there been rice and butter in 
the house, I'd have treated you to such a 
bowl of .soup, mind you I" 

DEATH ON FOREIGN SHORES. 

One day the Hoclja goes to the cellar and 
lies behind a barrel there. Later on, his 
daughter accidentally discovers him in that 
condition. "Baba," (papa) asks she, "what 
are you doing in here?" "My dear child," 
answers the Hodja -with a deep sigh, "in the 
hands of your rn.other, I shall die on .such 
foreign shores." 

THE HODJA AND THE BEGGAR. 

One day a beggar knocks at the Hodja'.s 
door. The Hodja inquires from upstair.s 
\.vhat is wanted. "Dear, sir," says the beg· 
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gar, "co1ne clo-wn, I -want to tell you .smne
thing." The Hodja goes do-wn and the nian 
.says to him: "Mo.st gracious, .sir, please 
give m.e .some alms." The Houja gravely 
asks him to follo-w him up.stairs; he' does so, 
and there the Hodja taking his seat on the 
.sofa remarks: "May Allah give you the 
alms."'~ The beggar then angrily replies: 
"But why did you not tell lne that at the 
door?" "And why did you not tell me what 
you wanted "\.v-hile I was upstairs?" returns 
the Hodja. 

TH E HODJA AND THE HOT SOUP. 

One day the Hodja's wife, wishing to do 
some lni.schief, boils the soup to an extreme 
degree of heat. When they sit clown to eat, 
however, .she, in the course of conversation 
forgets the condition 0£ the soup and puts a 
spoonful in her mouth whi.ch brings tears to 
her eyes. Trhe Hodja asks her w-hat she is 
c-rying about. ":My dear 1nother," answers 

• It Is customary in the Orient when a perwn does not wish to give alms to a 
mendicant to ..ay: .. May Allah give" (you what you want). 
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she, " usecl to like this soup very m. uch in her 
lifetime, and that's what I am crying about." 
The Hodja believes her an.cl quietly puts a 
big spoonful of the soup in his m.outh, which 
forces large drops of tears to appear in his 
eyes. "And ·what are you crying about?" 
asks his wife. "And I a1n crying for the 
reason that your 1not.her died and such a 
daughter as yon survived," answers the 

Hodja. 

THE HODJA'S ANSWER TO A TRAVELER. 

One J.ay the IIoJ.ja lies clown at a river 
ban]c as dead. Presently a traveler comes 
along an.cl .stops near where the Hodja is ly· 
ing dead, wondering to himself as to where 
the safest crossing is. t.fhereupon the Hodja 
raises his head up and rt:>marks to him : 
"When I ·was alive I used to cross this way, 

but no"\v I don't kno"\v." 
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THE HODJA'S CLOSE SHAVE. 

One clay an awkwarc1 barber shaves the 
Hoclja. During the operation he makes many 

y 

cuts on the face and in each place he sticks 
a little cotton in order to stop bleeding. 

a When the shave is over, the Hodja looks in 
1e glass, and finding his face all covered 

vith cotton, beco1nes provoked and refusing 
to pay the bill remarks: "You have planted 
otton over half of my head, I'll go and buy 
eecls with this money ancl plant flax on the 
ther half, and when the harvest comes 
round I'll divide the crops with you." 

THE H ODJA AS A WITNESS. 

One day the Rodja goes to court to give a 
lse testimony. "Your Honor," says the 
an who has brought the Hodja for a wit
ss, "that man ther e has stol en so niuch of 

wheat, and I have a witness to prove 
at it was wheat." "Is it so?" ask s the 
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Kadi to the Hodja. "Yes, your honor," re· 
plies the Hodja, "that man stole this man's 
barley." ~rhe plaintiff, quite embarrassed at 
this, .suggests : " Hodj a Effendi, you made 
a mistake." "What's the difference, if I am 
to tell a lie," replies the Hodja, "I'd as .soon 
tell it about barley as about wheat." 

FROM ASS TO COLT. 

The Hodja's neighbors were in the habit 
of calling him. an ass. His wife not being 
quite pleasecl with the ti.tle, wants him to 
have his name changed, otherwise she threat. 
ens divorce. ~rired of the trouble his ·wife 
is daily giving him. on that account, the 
Hodja invites his neighbors together anc.l re· 
quests the1n to change his na1ne. They then 
change his name from ass to colt. The nteet· 
ing clispersed, his wife comes in and wants 
to kno"\v what they na1ned him. "Colt," all' 
swers the Hodja. "You 1)ig fool l" remarks 
his wife, "didn't yon have .sense enough to 
know this m nch that the colt, growing be· 
comes an a.s.s '?" 
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THE HODJA AFTER HIS DONKEY. 

One day the Hodja, on going to the stal1le, 
discovers that the ass i.s not there. Think 
ing he has hid himself, he looks for him in the 
cupboard, in the earthen jars as ..well as in 
every mouse hole in the honse. However he 
fails to find him. :F'inally he notices that the 
door stands open anJ there i..::> a donkey tied 
up in the yard. (His wife hacl tied the beast 
there in order to -water hin1..) tl1he Hodja think
ing that his donkey, having fonnd the door 
open, has run a~vay, iDnnediatcly mounts on 
the donkey outside and fiercely Jrives him in 
a certain Jircction w-here he supposes most 
likely the ass has fled. After having gone 
over a considerable Jistance at full gallop, a 
man meets him and asks ".vhere he is going 
in such a haste. ":1Iy dear, sir," ans~vers 
the Hodja, "my -wife had left the door open 
and the donkey has run a~.....ay," "You're off, 
Hodja," says the man, "you are on the ani· 

al." The Hodja, as if C'om.ing to his senses, 
remarks : "E-nreka ! thousand thanks, sir; if 
you had not 1net m.e I\1 have gone as far a.s 
eternity," And he turns the donkey's head 
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homeward and gives him a good whipping, 
never again to run a"\.vay ·when the door's 
open. 

THE HODJA BECOMING A SHEPHERD. 

One day the Hodja becomes a shepherd 
to a rich man. He takes the .sheep-ten in 
number-out to pasture, and after "\.vandering 
over a good di.stance, he .sits Llow-r1 under the 
shade of a tree and goes to .sleep. Presently 
a wolf comes along and carries a "vay one of 
the .sheep. When the Hodja wakes up, he 
<liscover.s the lo.s.s, 1)ut it being quite late in 
the evening, lJe at ·once drives the .sheep 
to the fold. The owner then coming in, 
counts the .sheep and lo, they are nine. 
"Hodja," .say.she to his new shepherd, "what 
ha.s become of one 0£ the .sl1eep '?" "There is 
none lost, sir, they are ten," returns the 
Hodja. The master again numbers them 
and finds one missing. "Are you crazy, 
.shepherd?" .says he, "they are not ten." But 
the Hodja still insists that they are ten, 
whereupon the owner comn1ence.s to merci· 



TURKI5H GEMS. 

Jes.sly whip him, and while the Hodja is re· 
ceiving the strokes of the lash one after an
other, a passer·by, pitying him, remarks: 
"Come, shepherd, confess it and you will not 
be whipped so much." "You mind your own 
business, sir," replies the Hoclja, "think you 
I am foolish enough to say they are nine and 
pay for the lost one?" 

THE HODJA'S FETE DAY. 

A certain Jnan has pro1nised his wife a 
a pair of shoes on the occasion of the Beiram, 
- great fete day among the }.fohammedans. 
This day has at last' come, but he has failed 
to fulfill his promise. His w-ife, however, 
not kno"'\ving for sure that the Beirani has 
1.:ome, applies to the Hodja for information a.s 
to whether the JJeirmn has con1e, as they have 
tolcl her it has. "Go home, m.y daughter," says 
the Hodja to her, "they have erred in telling 
you that, whenever you g;et the shoes, then is 
the Beiram. 
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THE lIODJA'S IMPUDENCE. 

On a Friday* morning the Hoc1ja puts on 
his 1)e.st an.cl costly snit ancl starts out for a 
visit to friends in a neighboring village. On 
the ·way he beconics thirsty and applies to a 
fountain nearby. Seeing a piece of "'Wood 
.stuck in the nozzle of the fountain, he 
pulls it out, "'.vhereupon the iinprisoneu "'.vater 
.so forces itself out that it splashes the Hodja 
all over. The Hodja now becoming exceed
ingly wroth rc1narks: "You darn thing, it 
niu.st have been for this crazy 'i.Vay of flow· 
ing that they have shut your niouth up -with 
this stick." 

THE DESPISED WATERMELONS. 

One day the IIoc1ja taking a few water· 
melons with him, goes to the 1nonntain to cut 
-wood. Becoming· thirsty, he cuts one of the 
watermelons, but finding it "tasteless," 
thro-ws it a-...vay. The second 1nelon is tried 

• Friday is the Mohammedan Sabbath. 
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and it too, shares the fate of the other. In 
this mann~r the Hodja cuts open all of them. 
and finding none of them good, he throws 
them away in Jisgust, to express ·which, he 
spits on every one of them. By and by, finJ.. 
ing thirst unbearable, the IIodja resorts to 
the despised melons, ancl persuading himself 
that he did not spit on this or on tlrnt one, he 
eats them all one after the other. 

THE HODJA'S REVENGE. 

While traveling on his donkey the Hodj a, 
at a certain place, alights from the beast, and 
throwing his coat on the saddle, he goes a 
short distance to get a drink. In the 1nean· 
time a thief steals his coat. On his return, 
the Hodja finding the coat stolen, immeJ.i. 
ately strips the donkey of his saddle, and put· 
ting it on his own back, remarks to the bea.st: 
"You son of a thief, if you -want your saddle, 
give my coat back. 
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THE HODJA'S SERMON. 

One day the Hodja addresses his congre
gation as follow-s: "0 congregation, do you 
know- -what I am going to preach to you?" 
Surprised at this, the congregation answer: 
"Hodja Effendi, how can \.Ve kno·w without 
your telling us? " "Well," returns the Hodj a, 
"if you don't know, what shall I say to you?" 
and he immediately leaves the pulpit and 
goes out. The following 1norning the Hodj a 
again puts to them the sa1nc question. This 
time the congregation, as if to get aw-ay with 
the Hodja, interrupt him and say: 'Yes, sir, 
-..ve all know it." But the Hodja becoming 
angry, returns: "Well, if you know it, what's 
the use of telling you it?" and leaves the 
mosque. The congregation now bec01ne very 
curious to know what he was going to tell 
them, and while thinking as to how- to outwit 
the Hodja and learn his mind, the Hodja as 
usual takes his stand at the pulpit. "0 con· 
gregation," says he again, "do you know 
what I am going to say to you?" They an
.S'\.ver: "So1ne of us· kno'\.v it and some don't 
know it." "If that's the case," returns the 
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Hodja, "let those who know it teach those 
who don't know- it." 

THE HODJ A ACTING THE EAGLE. 

One day, while the Hodja was carrying 
a liver* hom.e, an eagle attacks him and seiz
ing the liver off his hand, flies a-way -with 
it. Having in vain entreated after the bird 
to return the liver, the Hodj a walks towards 
a large stone and stands on it, waiting for a 
prey. Now it happens that a certain man 
passes that way with a liver in his hand. 
The Hodja hurriedly coming do-wn from the 
stone, captures the liver off the inan's hand 
and starts to flee. The latter, ignorant of the 
Hodja's experience v..rith the eagle not long 
ago, hollo-ws after hi1n : "You shameless 
thief, -what did you do that for?" "Say 
stranger," returns the Hodja, "don't you fool 
yourself that way. I am no thief; I was 
simply trying to act the eagle." 

•In some parts or the Orient, carrying uncovered meat in the hand from the 
market home, ls quite an ordinary sight. M"oreover, what the• term liver, In do· 
mestlc language, consists both of the liver proper, lungs and heart, with the wind
pipe for the holding place. The people utilize the lunire of a iheep'i or iroat'• llnr,
but not thotie or the cows, etc. 
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THE OX IN THE HODJA'S FIELD. 

One day the Hodj a discovers an ox graz. 
ing in his w11eat field. He runs after him, 
but fails to catch him. In the evening on his 
way ho1ne, he meets a farmer driving a pair 
of oxen before him.. Seeing that one of the 
oxen resembles the mischievous ani1nal that 
was in his field during the day, he com· 
mences to beat him with a -whip. "My dear, 
sir, \vhat do you want from that ox?" ask~ 
the owner, to -whom the Hodja replies: "You 
keep still there, sir. The animal knows his 
guilt." 

THE HODJA AND THE ROOSTER. 

One day the Hodja gathers his poultry in 
a cage and takes them to Sivrisar-a city of 
Asia Minor-to .sell. After traveling over a 
considerable distance, the Hodja pities the 
chickens for being so long .shut in, and so he 
lets them out for a little fresh air. Once lib
erated, the fowls take to all directions and 
make it impossible for the Hodja to gather 
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again, -whereupon the Hodja now 
burning with rage, lays hold of the rooster 
and beating him mercilessly remarks: "You 
scoundrel, in the midnight w-atch you know 
well it is morning and no-....v- in the broad 
day light do you not know where all these 
your wives have gone to? " 

THE HODJA'S WISH. 

The Hodja going to the city, discovers 
that everybody is eating, drinking and is 
having a big time. As they see the Hodja 
they take hold of hi1n and 1nake him eat and 
drink a whole lot of good things. "What a 
blessed country!" says the Hodja, "I'll go 
and bring my house here." "What's the 
matter w-ith you, Hodj a," says one to him, 
"to-day is holiday." "Ah," remarks he then, 
"I wish every day v.rere holiday." 

TH:S HODJA ON THE TREE. 

One day the Hodja cli1nbs up a tree and 
begins to cut off the very branch he is sitting 
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on. Presently a passer-by comes to the spot, 
and seeing the Hodja in a precarious condi. 
tion, remarks : "You fool, you -will fall down 
if you cut that branch off." But the Hodja 
pays no attention to -what he says. The 
stranger resum.es his travel. A few- minutes 
later, how-ever. both the branch and the Hodja 
fall dow-n on the ground, the latter -with some 
of his bones dislocated. He at once runs after 
the stranger and overtaking him, says to 
him: "Since you knew- of my fall, you must 
know- also the day of my death, tell Ine it 
also." The man seeing no other way to get 
rid of him, tells him that w hilc going down 
the hill with his donkey laden -with -wood, 
if he brays once, half his spirit and if he brays 
tw-ice the whole of his spirit will depart 
from him. The Hodja returns. One day 
-while driving the donkey dow-n the hill the 
beast brays; the Hodja recalling the man's 
prophecy, begins to tremble and anxiously 
waits for the second braying. Sure enough 
the beast brays the second time, -whereupon, 
"Now- I ::i.m dead," says the Hodja, and lays 
himself dow-n in the middle of the road. The 
people come out and putting the Hodja's body 
in a bier, start for the grave yard. When they 
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t, come to a muddy place and seem to be at a 
1· loss as to w-here the safest crossing is, the 
n Hodja lifts up his head from the bier and re· 

marks: "\Vhen I -was living I used to go 
e that way" (pointing the direction). 
s 

oa 
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THE HODJA'S DUCK ONE-F OOTED. 

t 

One day the Hodja roasts a duck and 
takes it to the Pasha for a present. On the 
way his appetite is aroused and he yields, the 

~. 	 result is that he eats up one of the legs and 
'.S 	 takes the rest to his honor. The latter think

ing the Hodja 1s making fun of him, 
asks him where the other leg is. The Hodja 
in his embarrassment ans~vers: "1.tiy Lord, 
the duck has only one foot, if you J.o not be· 
lieve me, look at the flock yonder." Now it 
happens that a flock of ducks at this time are 
seen standing on their one foot. The Pasha 
seeing this, orders the drum1ners all at once to 
strike their drums. As they do so, the ducks 
take to flight, -whereupon he triu.mphantly 
points out to the Hodja how each duck has 
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two feet. "My Lord," ans-wers then the 
Hodja, smilingly, "if you had had that other 
leg too, you "'\vould become a quadruped." 

THE HODJA'S BI,ACK PUPIL. 

One day the Hodja spills ink (black ink) 
on his trousers. Now- it happens that he h as 
an Etheopian (colored) pupil by the name of 
Hamad. When a friend asks him -what is 
.spilled on his trousers the Hodja replies: 
" Our Hamad, being late for his lessons, had 
run hard and sweat very much, and so while 
I was hearing hi1n recite, his sweat fell on 
my trousers." 

THE MOON IN THE W:SLL. 

While drawing water out of the well, the 
Hodj a .sees the reflection of the moon in it, 
and thinking the moon has fallen in the -well 
he runs home and soon returns with a hook 
attached to a rope. He then lets the hook 
down in the well which takes hold of a .stone, 
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and begins to pull the rope -with all his 
might. After a great deal of exertion, the 
rope breaks and he falls flat on his back, in 
which position, seeing the moon in the .sky, 
exclaims: "Thank God, not-withstanding 
my fall, I have rescued the moon all the 
same." 

THE HODJA ENTRAPS THE BURG1'AR. 

One night while in becl, the Hodja hears 
the footsteps of a burglar on the roof of the 

on house. He at once a wakens his wife and, 1)y 
way of conversation, tells her that ~vhen he 
used to be a burglar he always .said Bisrnil
lah *and following the moonlight, descended 
through the chilnney, Now the burglar over
hears this .statem.ent and taking courage from 

:he 
it, 

ell, 

it, after a little lapse of time, utters a Bisrnil
lah and lets him.self c1o-wn through the 
chimney, and in doing this, he gets very 
much bruised and several of his bones broken. 

•From the Arable, literally, "In the name of God." An expres..'1on whlch a 
)Johamrnedan utter>< when about to do almost anything, or undertake a doubtful 
or ha1.ardou• ta•k. Thus he would use the exprc"lon when about, for the fin:t 
~me in the morning, to commence working in bis shop or field, or fording a 
nver, etc. 
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Very much pleased -with the 
treacherous suggestion, the Hodja quickly 
jumps out of becl and laying hold on the bur
glar calls out: "Up -wife, light the candle 
I've caught the n-ian." Meanwhile the bur. 
glar, with tears in his eyes, pleads for mercy 
and remarks : " Fear not Hodj a Effendi, so 
long as you have that blessed BisrniUah 
and I have a fool's mind, I shall be in your 
power." 

THE HODJA'S DONKEY DEVOURED. 

One day while the Hodja is chopping 
"\.vood in the ·woods, a "\..volf devours his don· 
key which had astrayed a 1ittle piece from 
hin1. Xo"\.v a n1an ·who happens to .see the 
carnivor, begins to lnake a great deal of noise 
by way of invoking help to pursue and kill 
hin1~ whereupon the Hodja rushing before 
the lnan, says to him: "You great fool! it 
"Was my donkey that was devoured. \!Vhat 
husiness have you to make all this racket 
here?" 
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THE HODJA'S PU.Z.ZI..E. 

One day with ten donkeys the Hodja went 
the -woods to get wood. He loaded the 

on. 
nine of them and reserved the other to ride 

Just before starting homeward he 
counted them and they ·were ten. He then 
rode the one and drove the others before him. 
On the way he again counted t11em but they 
were nine. He then alighted fr01n the beast 
and putting his finger on each one of them, 
he numbered them the third · time ancl they 
were all right. The Hodja became puzzled at 
this, and kept counting the1n alniost all 
afternoon, no·w "\:Vl1ile he "\.\'"as mounted and 
now while he was alighted. At last a 
traveler came to the .spot, ":Niy dear friend," 
acoste<l. the Hodja, "are you a goocl mathema
tician? What's the reason that these 
<lonkey.::; are ten "'.vhen I count then1 "\.vhile I 
am <lis1nounted, ·but "\.vhen I count then1 
mounted, they arc nine? Where in the 
w6rlu cloes the other one go to?" "Why, my 
foolish sir," replies the man, "the reason of 
that is that when you count your donkeys 
while mounted, you don't count the one that 
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you are on." On hearing this the Hodja puts 
his eyes almost out of their .sockets and 
heartily thanks the stranger for the informa. 
tion and re1narJcs: "If you had not told me 
that, sir, I woul<l. be counting these asses 
u n til the day of resurrection." 

THE HODJA'S SENSIBLE ASS. 

One day a man calls on the Hodja and 
wants to borrow his clonkey. "'\Vait a 
minute, I'll go and ask him," says the Hodja, 
"if he is willing to go with you, I'll bring 
him out." Accordingly he goes to the stable 
and brings word to the m.an that the ass 
wasn't willing to go; he says that when I 
loan hi1n to others, they both beat him. and 
curse his owner. 

THE HODJA AND THE BLACK DOG. 

One day the Hodja takes his ox to the 
bazaar to sell. "Hodja," says an evil-m.inded 
man, "you can't sell this ox u nless you break l 
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one of h.iH horn.::; off" The Ho:lja believe.::; 
hi:-; wonl a1lll break.s LHle of the horns off. 
ThiH tinu:: another man c;om.ing along i-eniark.::;, 
"Ul) and break off that other horn too, if you 
·w,mt to sell ii.." ~rhe IfoLlja again complic.s 
with the .sugg·esi.ion a1lll hring-.s i.he ox 'vith 
hi:-; horn.s broken off. .Sub;:;eqncntly at the 

of different per.son.s, the Hoclja cut.ti 
ear.s, the tail and even plucks 
eyes of i.he unfortunate bea.st, ancl 

expose,-; 11im for sale. "You're a great fool, 
man," .say then the peL1ple tu him., "this ox is 
not worth anything·," ;md put him. oui. of 
the h;1:.rnar. The poor 1It1L1ja, no,\· 1)rokcn-heart
cll, with great tliffi.;.;ulty lcacls the aninial fo1' 
home. (ln the 'vay he co1ne.s ;1cro.s.s a black 
tlo.~ wl1.ich b~1rk.s at him. Thinking it wants 
to lHLY the ox, ".All right, i1eL" .say.s he, "what 
will yo LL g-i \·e me for him, I'll .sell him to you 
\"Cry cheap." He then n1~1kes the bargain to 
Ji imsd f and .sell.s the ox to the Llog on thirty 
llay.s creJ.it, l:ills hi1n for it, a11tl goes hon1.c . 
.\ftcr thirty days thL' IIodja finds the clog 
whic h, recog-nizing; its benefactor, begins to 
:-;h0w- expression;:; of ~ratihulc, by shaking· 
tb ta il and jumping OYL'r him. The Hodja, 
Hnmindful of the.se den1onntrations, says to 
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it: "I "\.vant 111.y 1noncy, tiir, at once," but 
.seeing the dog inchffercnt, raises hi.s .staff to 
strike it. The L.1og- then runs away before its 
angry creditor ancl enters an open Lloor, aml 
get.s lo.st of .sight. The Hoc1ja with wrathful 
utterance::; follow.s it in the hon.sl.!. No'\.v it 
happen::; that there i.s a neg-ro np.st:iir.s ·who 
has cmne to .see a bad "\.-co1nan. ~\.brnieJ at 

the racket the Hc.Klja is 111a]-:ing Jown.stairs, 
and foT fear they hav<.: L:1kcn the house by 
.stonn, the "\,\:Lunan rushes ,10\.Vll·tit~1 ir.s am1 
.seeing the anµ;ry in truc1 er, dcn1arHls : .. ).ly 
Jcar .sir, '\.\'"hat';:; the 1nattcr ':' \.':'haL do yon 
"vant?" "You g·o anLl tdl that hh1ck 1log," 
an.S"\.Yer.s the JToJja, "i.o i)ay 111e w h:1 l he LHV"es 
111c, else I '\.vill con1e anLl 1n·l.!ak hi.s neck" 
The '\.VOn1an'.s 11c~1rt 110'\.\: t..:L1n1111cnccs to heat 

'-vilc.l. "1-Iy Llc:n ;-;ir," .shL~ again 11uruires. 
"but "\.\'"hat 111oncy i::-; that yon arc 11em.ant1
ing :'" The limlja heco1ni11g- still num 
provoked, an.s\.Vl.!r.S. "The cur bought au ox of 
1ne SL1111.etin1c agu for 1;::-0 1)i;1;,;kr.s, which h~ 
pron1.i.scc11ne 1.L.) p~1y this Llay." Tlw '\.\'"Oman 

nO'\.V '\.V·ith tre111hli.11g· .step.s proceeJ:-; to th~ 
colorel1 n1.an aiH1 .says to him," :l-Ty l1ear .sir, 
there i::; a follow.. Llow·11·.sl~1ir.s '-'-· lw ,..,..._ant.s m~ 
to 'tell that l1bck llog, '·ho purcha.sec1 an ox 



TURKISH GEMS. 43 

from. rn.c for 1.50 piasters, to pay me the 
to amount, or I ·will break his neck,' please give 

1ut 

him the money ancl let us not get ourselves 
into trouble." .So she take.s the 1noney and 
hanJ.s it over to the Hollja -,.vho goes on his 
·way w hi.stling-. 

THE HODJA IN THE DARK. 

One night the IloJja lollg-es in a stranger's 
liou,-;e. At a millnight hour he -..vakes up 
allll a.sks hi.s host for ;1 (:Undlc. The host, 
instead of getting· U}) and giving· hi1n the 
l:<lrHlk, tells hi1n th::i i. the candle anJ matches 
an• on a .shelf on hiH rig-ht. 'I.1he Hodja 
feeling insulteJ, ren1.~1rk.s: "_\.nu you. are n 
Jinc fellow! In this hellish tbrkness ho'-v 
-:an I Hee my rig·ht?" 

THE HODJA SELLING HIS DONKEY. 

One llay the HoJja wishing to sell his 
uonkcy takes hin1. to the bazaar. On the -,.vay 
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the animal's tail gets quite n1ucluy. Think 
ing the people will not buy him for tlrnt 
reason, he cnt.s l1ff the tail anJ puts it in the 
;:;addle.bag-. In the bazaar, a l11an c01nes 
aroun(l lo huy the Jonkcy, but .seeing him 
t~1illcs.s, remark::;, "Dnt I Jon't like to })Ur· 

chase a donkey w.ithout a ta.il," whereupon 
t:he HoLlja repl.ie.s, "you pro<;eetl to the hargain, 
;:;ir, I'll let you have the tail abo.'' 

THE HODJ A. REW.APJlING THE FROGS. 

The Houja ·wa.s coin.in;.:; home fro1n a 
Lli:-;tance. Thoug·h he kne\\'" ll1c Ll-.mkcy was 
thirsty, yd ht: He;.;kdetl lL) g;in: him water. 
As they appn)a•.:lH~ ll a bb.:, the hea.st tlirc\\. 
the Hodja L1own ~1nLl n1shcL1 for the lake h1 

get clro\vneL1. Frig-hLencJ, lh) ;vc\'"cr. hy i.he 
g-rea t racb,.:t 111:H1e hy the frog·t', Lhe l1onkey 
jumpcu l)ack, ·whereupon i.ltc Uodja canght 
him. again anu thro-win;::; a hanclful of money 
into the lake, .saiJ : .. ::'-.Iany thanks to yon, 
lake hin1s, take i.hi::; hackshi.sh ~trHl huy 
cancly for your::;el 'es." 
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THE HODJA AND THE ROW. 

At a rn.iJnight hour, the IIodja hears of a 
row outside in front of his house. "\.Vife," 
says he, "rise up anJ hg·ht a canJle anJ sec 
what the trouhlc i,c;." rpon her refusal, ho\v· 
l'\'Cr, he p;et ,, up a 1Hl wrapping a blanket 
around his person, he rnshcs out. While 
looking lhis way ancl that way, a man pulls 
his 1)1anket off hin.1 ancl rnns a"'.cv-<iy \vith it· 
It .so lrnpi-ens that at thii-; point the row 
comes to an encl, and i.he cro"'.vd dispersl.:'. 
The Hodja now shivering with cold returns 
home. "Hodja. \vhat \vas the cmrne oJ the 
trouhle?" in.qui.Tes his wifl.:'. "Onr hlankct,'' 
arn:;wer.s the Hodja, "for as soon a.s they g-ot 
:iway \vith it the ro-...__.. was over." 

THE HODJA GETS THERE. 

The Hodja had <1 big l).-. Every time he 
returned from. the 11<-t.stnrc, the IIoc1ja 's heart 
v:0ulcl he heating- with a i-;trange desire to sit 
on the top of his head between fos horu.i>. 

http:cro"'.vd
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One day as he saw· him lying- l)eside t11e 
donkey, he ju1nped on the ox and ;:;at l1ctwcen 
the horns. The ox, frightened at this, so 
vehemently knocked the Hoclja clown thn.L J1c 

became unconscious for some ti1nc. On re· 
covering consciousnen.s the Hodj a sa \.V his 
wife hy his side, crying, and remarked : 
"Don't cry, -wife, though he knocked m e 
down, yet I got there just the sam.e." 

THE HODJA'S GRATEFULNESS. 

One clay the Hodja's wife washe.s hi.s 
mantle and hang-s it out in the yurcl. ~\ t 

night the Hodja seeing it thinks th::i.t .some 
one is standing there -with his hancls out
stretched. Immediately he enters the house, 
picks his gun and shoots at the supposed 
burglar, and care£n1ly bolting the door he 
goes to heel. In the rn.orning he cliscover.s 
that \.Yhat he shot at \.vas his m.antle, \.Vhere
upon he kneels clown and \.vith tears 
runnii1g down his face prays: •· 0 Lord, I 
thank "I1hee for this, for if I had heen in the 
mantle, I would have surely been killed." 
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11 THE 	HODJA AND HIS WIFE. 
0 

c One night the Hodja'.s wife tells him to 
~ · 	 lie a little farther in the heel. Thereupon he 
i:; 	 jumps ont of the hct1, Llrcsses hi1nself h ur· 

rieJly an'"l riJing on his donkey, he leaves the 
town . .\Her J1;1ving gone two <lays' Llistance, 
he rncei.~ a 1..ownsn1an :11lll ~ay.s to hi1n: "Go 
ancl ask n1y wife if I ~1111 far enough fron1 
her." 

THE 	HODJA AND THE LIVER.* 

E,·ery time the Hoclja brought a lin·r 
home, his "\.vife woulJ cook and eat it .secretly. 
One clay the Hoclja having lost patience, a.s1rn 
his wife what beco1nes of the livers that he 
brings ho1ne. "Upon m.y word the pussy 
eats thc1n," says his wife. \\Thereupon the 
Hoclja picks up the hatchet and locks it in 
the cupboard. "Hodja," inquires his wife,

" 
[ "what do you put that hatchet in the safe 

for?" "The cat," replies the Uodja, "which 

·~ paire 31. 
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covets a liver \.vorth only h.vo cent;-; and 
steal s it, will he not steal a hatchet worth 
ten cents?" 

THE DIRTY CROW. 

One day the Hodja anll his wife g-o to th~· 
riverside to do washing, and while busy 
vvith something or other, a cro"\v picks up 
the soap ancl flies away with it. As his wifr 
attempts to rnn after the bird the Hodj a holcl.s 
her hack anu rem.arks: "Let hi1n carry it, "\' 

1idon't you Bee he needs soap to \.\'ash hi1nself 
"\'.."hitc?" 

THE HODJA GOES FISHING. 

In company w ith his friends the Hodja 
goes to fishing . i\s they cast the net into 
th e water, the Hodja throws him.self in it 
His friencls at once run to his help ant1 
rescue him. fro1n drowning. \.Vhen a.skeu 
w h y he acteu that way, "Veril y," replies he, 
"I mistook myself for a fish." 
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THE HODJA OUTWITS THE CHILDREN. 

One clay a number of children 1nake up 
their 111inds to make the HoLlja clin1b a tree 
an cl .steal J1is .shoe.s. \.Vi th this intention 
they gather under a L'.ertain tree ~nlll d1al
lengc <myhocly to climh it. The If0Llj:1 
acccp l.s the challenge an cl, contn1ry i.o the1 r 
expectations, putting hi.s .sJrncs in his pockets 
he lK·g·in.s lo climb up. "Hoclja," .shout the 
l.'.hilllrcn, "what are you going to do \vith 
yo11r shoes up there?" ·'II I iincl a TO:tll 

heyoncl," revlie.s ]1c, "I shall n1ake US8 nf 

thl'Tl1." 

THE HODJA'S RABBrr SOUP. 

One Llay a JK·asm1t pre.sent;-; the IIoLlja 
with a game of rahhit. The IIoclja in return 
g-rcatly honor.s hin1 <nHl treats hin1 to a bo"\vl 
of sonp. One "\\:'"eek after the peasant again 
i.:omes ar01_1n.Ll and 1)11i.B u1) "\vith the IIoclja 
who again treat!-; hi1n to .soup. Bei.·cral 
week.s after a con1pany of nH:!n C"o1ne to the 

http:ar01_1n.Ll
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Hoclja's hou~c. 'J'o 11is inquiry a.s 1.0 who 
they are, they ~ay, "'\.Ve are neig·hbors to the 
n1;:i11 \v-ho 11re.scnleL1 you \vith a gan1c of rab. 
hit." A ·week after, another party of 1nen 
come to .stay with the Hoclja. "\Vhen he 
W'":::tnt.s to kno\v ,,,.ho they arc, they .s:-iy. 
"'\.Vcare ncig-h1)or5 to the nc-i.g-hhors thel)f 

man w110 1n·onght you the rahhit." "All 
right, sin;, you're welcome," RayB the Hoclja, 
:111Ll puts before them a larg;e howl or hot 
\vater. Surpri.seJ at thi;; novel treat, the 
guests a.sk hi1n what that ir;. "And this, 
gentle1nen," ans\<vers the Hoelj a, "iH the \<Vater 
of the sour of the rahbit." 

THE HODJA SI,IGHTED. 

The Hodja, l1eing a11out to get married, ec 
invites his relabvc.s, friends nncl neighbors hi Ll1 

the wedJing-. ..._\_ftcr good deal of con '\•crs<1· tl 
tion, smoking ancl coffee-drinking, they all pi 

sit do,vn to dinner. Ho,vei.·er they neglect to h1 
ask the Hodja to .sit Jown among them, p1 
·whereupon he .skips out. After a while they w 

discover that the Hodja is not there. Soon ce 
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lO they com1nencc a vigorons :-:;carch for him. 
H: Finally they fin.cl 11im hiding in a harrel in 
h. the c-dbr. "GraciouH groom!" they say to 
rn him, "it';-; two hours \\'"e've hcen searchinp; 
.ic for yon." "Go away," au.s-..vcrs the Hodja 
y. angrily, "'vhoev rate the Llinncr, }ct him 1)e 
:1\: the groom." 
.11 

F'· 
Ol 

THE HODJA'S RECIPE.le 

lf;, 

er One day the Hodja's wife a.sks him tn 
buy smne Jn.eat for dinner. He goes to the 
bazaar am.l as 11c approaches the 1neat .stall. 
he di.scov r.s that he 11asn't enough 111.oncy for 
meat, so he .steps a!::liJc ;u1l1 asks a per.son 1..o 

lend him a little m.oney. i__1n learning the 
Hoclja's story, the man ;\cl \'isc.s hi1n to bt.: 

d, economical and buy liver inskall. And so he 
to Lloes, but 1rn vin g ne\·e r hefore nscLl livcr in 
(I· the house, he "\.vants to Jeno-..-..· ho\.z it is to he 
11 prepared ;111.d cooked. On hearing- the recipe, 
to he di...:;trust;; his 1ne1nory a11ll not finding a 

piece of paper on which to '-Vcite it do"\.vn, he 
writes it on the palJn of his hand, and pro

n ceeJs h01ne'-\.'"arcl. On the w·ay a haw·k makes 
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;.1n assault on hi1n ancl .seizing· t.hc liver, flyi; 
a way '-Vith it. Thereupon the Ilol1ja hurrillly 
licks the recipe off his ha11c1, anc1, '-v-ith an air 
of triumph, exclaims after the birc1: "All 
right for you, you fool, you got the liver;,' 
lmt I got. the recipe, you go anc1 cat it raw 
ancl kill yom·self." 

THE HODJA'S NAIL. 

The IIodja sells his house to a man with 
the agreement that a certain nail in one of 
the rooms ,-.·ill re1nain his 1)roperty. The 
purchaser consents ancl the sale is cffoctcd. 
So1ne clays after, at a 1nidnight hour the man 
is aroused by a Yigorous knock at the J.oor. 
He goes to the winclow and inquires who it 
jg_ "It is 1." .say.s the Hodja, '' com.e down 
ancl open the cloor. I '-Vant to tie a string on 
1ny nail." The O\.vner willingly or Hff\.Yill

ingly complies arHl lets the Hodja in to tie his 
string. Few days after, at about the .same 
time of the night, the Hodja again applies to 
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the Han1c Joor. The rnan again co1nc.s out nf 
his heel anJ inquires who it is. "It i.s I," 
an.swer.s the Hoclja, "I want to untie the 
:;tring- off my nail." 

THE HODJA IN THE WELL. 

\.:Vhilc teaching- .::;L.:ho1.)l the IIoaja w;:i.s rn 
the habit, "\vhencver he .srn;e;:eJ, of nrnking; 
hi:-:; pupils drop their lK)ok.::; and clclp their 
band~. ,:.;~1ying·: "~faslwlbh, ~fa.shallah ! " 
- " GoJ .sai:e ''(the lioJ.ja)- one tlay while the 
_\'l\llllf!,'stcrH "\\"en: Jra"\vinµ; "\\'at<.:r o Ltt of the 
well, the hw.;l:ct fcl1 L)ff their hands into the 
hotfom of the \vell. '.rhey notified the Hodja 
of it :1ntl he, having- Ja.stenccJ a rope arountl 
his "\vai.si_, 1.1csce11Lls to g;ct the hncket. 
"\Vhen I .slh)Ut 'pull ,' You JHtll rn.c up," say.s 
he to the hoy.::; a.t> he g-oe.s Jo\.vn. I\. few.. 
second,., la tcr he givc.s the onler ailll the 
pupils begin to draw- him up. \.Vhen almost 
up. the Uodja irre.::;.istahly .sneezes, ''-·hcrc
n1)011 the pupils let the rope go in order to 
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dap th1::ir hand.:-; and say, "3.Iashalla]1," anJ 
lo, llown goes the HoLl ja to the bottom. of 
t h e "\.\."el l. 

THE HODJA'S DONKEY CHANGED TO A MAN. 

One day while the Hodja wa.s going to 
the vincyan1, two higlnvaymen undertook to 

rob him. of ]1i.s donkey which ]Jc war; leac1ing
by the ha] ter. AccorJi11gly, w·hile one of 
them. carefully removed th<..: bridk off the 
L1onkey anLl put it on him.self, the other car· 
ried the bca;:;t away. AJter follo"\\.·ing the 

Hodja for a short di.stance, the t1onkcy stop.s. 
The IIollja at :flr.st pulls the halter hard, chir
raps- to cnconr~lg-1..! hini 01n\.--anl. Seeing-, how
ever, that the: donkey "\.\'\.)uldn't go any far
ther, the Jfodja turn.::; arouncl ;111tl i.o hi.s utter 
~istonisbn1ent, t1iscO\'ers that the hea.st ha:; 

ch angecl to a man. "Ah thcr<..: n1y }Jd," Hay.s 

he then, "ancl \Vhat t1is<JL1vanfa gc tlit1 you 
find in l)cing an a:;s that you hecan1e a inan ?'" 
"Once," ans"\ver;:; the inan, "I \.va.s a n1an 

,c;crvi11g a certain J<.:ffendi, who one J.ay he· 

Ca111C Ollt of Jnnnor antl CllrHCLl Tl1C to change 
to an a;-;.s. His JnalcLlidion took c-f-Icd. arnl l 
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was at once transforrncd into an a.ss, "vhen 
they took me to the l)azaar to sell, and there 
you bought n1e. But now the tin1e of m.y 
punishm.ent being fuHillcd, I have recovcrecl 
my 1nanhood." "If such is the case," rcsmnes 
the Iloc1ja then, "you niay no-..v- he free, but 
see that you ·will never bccon1e an ass agajn." 
The man goes hi.s ·way. As the Hodja ooul<ln't 
~et aJong· without an ClHH, the following- c.lay 
he proceeds to the bazaar to I)Urchase him. 
one. Herc to his surprise, he sees his fon:ncr 
a.s.s for sale:,"\\.'hereupon he appro;idie.8 to hi1n 
;11Hl "'-·hi.sper.s in hjH ear: "You raHcal ! -..vhat 
mi.s1..:hief di<.1 you c.lo that you havc again be
1.'.ume an ass? Evi<lcntly you're not built for 
manhood." ~'-s the IIoLlja steps hack, the 
am.:tionecr 0 OBern~S : "Ilodj a _KffCI1L1i, See if 
the a.ss ""\Vouhl do for yon?" ")iot necessary, 
.sir, we arc \vell acquainte(l ·with each other," 
ans,vcrs the IIollja. 

THE EXTRA WORSH IP. 

~)ne J~1y the Hodja cal1.s the people of 
the town to the mo.sqtie, to -..vorship. Every
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boLly ·w·on.Jers what this extra prayer is for. 
":Niy dear congrcgatio11," says then the Hodja, 
"this .special scrvjcc is to thank Goll that he 
has not crcatcLl the camel '\vith a pair uf 
wing-B; for jf he haLl wings. he '\.voulLl pcrd1 
on tb c top of your chimney;:; ancl lwing· the 
roofs of your house.::; LlO'\'\rn 011 you." 

THE HODJA RESURRECTED. 

Starting- out for a walk, the Houja per· 
ceivcs at a lli.stancc several hor.sem.en con1 ing 
hi.s '\vay. Thinking they are rohhers, the 
Hodja .strip.s himself of his dothc.s anJ 
l1iJc,-.; thcn1 .SLllllC'.'\."herc near, ,,_..hilc him.self 
sit.s Jo'\nl upon thc t 1111.l1stone L){ a g-ravc. 
The hor,.:;en1en .seeing· hin1. in that conclitillll 
pity him anc.1 aBk him wl1y he i!'> .sitting 
nakcll on t]rn t .stone in the colll "1 pon my 
'\.'\."On1, Llcar ;-;ir.s," rq)lie.s the Ifoc1ja, "I c1ic,1 
yestenlay a1H1 Y-."a:-; liuriell here, finc1i11g-, ho\\"· 

ever the in.siLle over..::ru'\vc1cl1 and 1ny.self 
abnost snffo..::atec1, I can1e ont to take some 
frcsh air." TJ1e n1en taking hi1n for a lunatic, 
rc:.;urnc their traYel without further cl.day. 
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If, 

THE HODJA SELLING EGGS.a, 

le 

of 'l'he "viHe llodja '\.\'.'Cl.S noticed buying nine 
·h eggs for a cent antl selling ten eggs for a cent, 
h: 	 A neighbor's curiosity being aroused about 

this queer speculation, he inquired: "Hodja, 
why llo you buy nine eggs for a cent and sell 
ten eggs for a cent?" "Simply to let the 
world see n1e in business," answered the 
Hoclja quietly. 

I· 

b" 
c 	 THE LOST DONKEY. 
J 
lf One 	 clay having lo.st his llonkey, the 
e. Hodja a.sk.s a Jn.an if he saw him. The man 
n wishing to fool hin1 ans'\.vers, " Yes, .sir, he 
,,. 

is in the court-room, j uding the people." Theb 

'\." simp1e-minclc<1 Iloclja believing his word, at 
J once, with a handful of hay, repairs to the 
-. court-room and .seeing the Kacli (judge) chir

rups for him., showing him_ the hay. The 
c Kaui begins to laugh at this novel phenome


C, non in the court-room, '\.vhen the Hoelju angrily 

remarks, "you son of an ass, you laugh, eh?" 
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I've been wandering through the 1nountain.s 
in search of you, ancl you have been holding 
court here!" The Kadi, 111..Y\ V bcco1ning 
enrageu, ordern the Ilodja "\\~hippell ancl put 
to prison. 

THE HODJA CAUGHT STEAI,ING. 

One Jay the IIodja goe.s i.o a ganlen for 
the purpose of stcaJi.ng. vVhile there, what
ever com.e.s in his \.vay he plucks anLl thrust:; 
into his bag. Presently the gardener puts in 
his appearance anll asks him w h::i t busine.s.s 
he has there. "\.:Vhy, clo-Jo.clo you mi111l the 
hur·hur-hurricane the other clay'?" a::;ks tht: 
Hodja. "\.Vell, what of it'(" "That hurri· 
cane brought m.e here." "\.Vell, hut "\V-ho 
p l ucked these here'?" "The \.vinu wa.s so 
fierce that whatever I laid hold on gave, way," 
"Still, how did they get in tbe 1)ag?" Here 
the Hoclja finding himself cornered, replies: 
"That's what I was trying to fl.ml out when 
you ca1ne in." \.\'.hereupon the gardener takes 
hol d of the hoc-handle a11ll whips him out of 
the garclen. The Rollja no\v once 1nore at 

http:stcaJi.ng
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large murmurs to himself: " Though I got 
licked, yet I thank God I got rid of this 
wicketl 1nan's hand.'' 

WHAT ARE THE STARS MADE OF. 

"HoJ.ja Effendi," a.skeJ the villagers one 
<l.ay, " ·what becomeB of the olJ. moons?" 
" They're cut up into shim," saiJ the Hoclja. 

THE BAD BREAK. 

One Jay the Roclja invited his neighbors 
to a banquet. \.Vhile eating the pilaf,"' a 

g-rain of rice lodges on the beard of one of the 
neighbors, \.vhereupon the lnan's servant 
remarks to his rn.aster. "1Iy lord, there is a 
canary p erching on i.he rosel)ush, eatch it 
with yonr hand." '.rhe Dian takes the hint 
and carefully renlO'>eH the grain \.vith his 
napkin. Now the Hodja very lnuch admires 
tl1i;; heautifn1 .speci1nen of polished etiqueti. 

lloiled rice •aturated with butter. 
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so poetically expre.s.Scc1. He then excuses 
him.self to go to the stable to fceLl the as.s. 
Herc he tells his son that when he returns ·to 
the table, he will, while eai.ing of the pila_t; 
intentionally let fall .Several grains of rice on 
his beard and that he .shoultl then remark: 
"Father, there are canarie::> perching on the 
rosebush, catch them. ·with yon.r harnl." The 
boy says allright, an(l the Hodjct 1)roceeds to 
the table. AccorJingly the Hodja purpoi,;ely 
lets fall several grai11H of the rice on b,is 
l)eard. But the 1)oy unable to recall the 
forn1ula, obsen·e.s, "Father, the stable matter 
is on your bearcl." 

THE HODJA DUPED BY HIS WIFE. 

Every tirn.e the Hodja took a J uck home, 
his wife, in company ·with an admirer, wouhl 
have a picnic of it a11L1 i.he11 .story to her hufr 
ban.cl to the effect that it "'"'"a.s carriec1 away 1\v 
a dog, or by a J11ousc, etc,, so for a long timl: 
she deceived him. The Ilodja's patience at 
last coming- to an end one Llay he again 
brought a duck and onlerecl his '\v-ife to roast 
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it in his presence..The \vifc at once c01n
mencec1 the W"ork ;111l1 :->oon had it ready to 
carve. The Hodja now .shovetl up hi.s sleeves 
ailcl.sal clown to clo ju.stice to the duck. At 
this point, hi:::; wife ohHC.T\'eR that it is sin to 
eat hy hirn..self, h.~sitlcs he couhln't cat it up, 
hut that he shouhl go antl bring in a poor 
man to .sharc the cnjoymellt. The poor Hodja 
listening to his wife, g;n ' S out, and seeing a 
drruish (1.Iohannncclan monk) on the street, 
take.shim. home. 

"Dear Hodj a," says th en his wife, " we 
haven't a bit of breacl in the house, let the 
guest .stay in the roorn \.vhile you go and 
fetch us .some l1reacl" The Hodja no\.....- beg-ins 
to c:ur.se as he proceeds after bread. :N"o,v, 
while yet he i.s out, the \.von1.an in front of 
the r7Pn1ish con1.n1.ence.s to sharpen a large 
knife_ The guest growing curious about the 
matter excu.ses hirn.seJ f to ask her \.Vhat she 
is going to do with ii:. "I am f'harpening 
this," ans\.vers she, "i:lrnt \.vhen 11.1.Y hnsbancl 
comes in, he lnay cut a little flesh o:ff you.'• 
On hearing this answer the stranger takes to 
his heels. He isn't ont oI sight yet, when 
the Hodja puts in his appearance and seeing 
his wife at the door asks her what's wrong. 
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"Dear 1ne ! run, husl)and," ans'-verB she, "run 
after the guest, l1e is carrying the Juck 
away." The Hodja. throwing the l)reaJ. off 
his hand, ut once starts to run after the 1nan 
and, in the hope of eating at least a little bit of 
the fow1's meat, hollows, "0 den•ish, please, 
just a small piece ." But the frightened fellow 
thinking he rn.eans a small piece of his own 
flesh, the faster he rnns. And while the 
Hodja is running after the stranger, his -wife 
again in co1npany '-vith her favorite enjoys 

the duck. 

THE HODJA A.T THE WEDDING. 

For fear he might get lo.st in a great wecl
ding where be was to be present, the Hodja 
tied a blue ribhon around his ann with "Which 
he woulJ Jistinguish himself from the rest. 
A shre"vJ. m.an in the company, seeing the 
ribbon. suspected that the Hodja had a freak 
in it, so, in the rush he .stealthily untied the 
ril1bon from the Hodja's arm and put it on his 
own arm. \.Vhen it was time for the guests 
to leaYc, the Hodja looked for the .sign on b1.s 
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arm, hut ii. \Ya~ not there. IIc then began to 
\"\'atch for it an1ong the cornp;'.lny anu -when 
he .sa"'\v it on another 1nan's arm, he approach· 
L'U him anJ said: "::.ry friencl, I am sure you 
are myself, hul who am I?" 

'.fHE HODJA'S CALENDAR. 

As the Ramazan* approaches, the Hodja 
::;ecure.s a jar, and in orJer noi. to forget the 
d.ay of the month, he casts a pebble in it each 
day. His daughter, \.Von<lering at the object 
of the pebbles, thro-ws a handful of stones in 
the jar. It happens that some of the Hodja's 
friends ask him that day what day of the 
Ramazan it is. "\.Vait a minute," says the 
Hodja and going home, he cuunts the pebbles 
in the jar. He fin dB them to be one hundred 
ancl tVl!"enty. "If I tell them. this entire 
nmnber," reasons he, "they'll call n1e crazy." 
"To-day is the forty-fifth day of the Rama· 
zan," says he i.hen to his friends. The latter, 
with a laugh at the Ifo::1ja's answer, say, 

•Ramazan ls the :Mohammedan Lent, during which the follower<; of Moham
med fll~t for one complete lunar month , eating only after sun et and during the
ala-ht. 
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"Hodja, the 1nonth ha.s on}y thirty day.s, how 
do you n1.ake it out thi.s to be the forty-fifth?" 
To thi.s the Hodja, with an air o( resentm ent, 
replies, "ye ungrateful people, I thought I 
-was quite reasonal)le in saying this was the 
forty -fifth day, whereas, accorcling to the jar, 
it is the 120th. 

THE H ODJA'S HENS MOURNING. 

One day the Hodj a tied a piece of l)lack 
cloth to the neck of each of his hens and let 
them go. When the people asked him. ·what 
that 1neant, he said. "Their husband haa 
died and they are mourning him." 

THE HODJA MOURNING H IS SON'S FATHER. 

On another J.ay the Hodja dressed him· 
self in black. "Hodja Effendi, what's the 
matter?" asked the neighbors. ":1Iy .son's 
father's dead ancl I am in mourning for him," 
replied he. 
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THE HODJA'S SON GONE CRA-ZY. ~ 

One day news reaches the Hodja that his 
.son has lost his min<l. 'rl1e Hodj a begins, 
with his l)eard in his hand, to appear in pro
found thinking. "Hodja, what are you think 
ing about?" ask the people. "I am thinking," 
.says he, "of what that might have been that 
he lost; for he had no m.ind." 

THE HODJ A ACTS THE ROOSTER. 

One day a number of boys in the city of 
Ackshehir -wishing to nrnke the Hodja pay 
the bath bill for all, J.evise the following 
means. Each one takes an egg "vith hi1n 
and they all enter the hath-honse having 
invitecl the Hodja along too. \..Vhile in the 
bathing-room one of the 1)oys makes a 
statement to the party to the effect that who
ever shall fcfil to lay an egg like a hen, he 
shall pay the bill for all. Thereupon th~ 
boys all stand on the marble bed in the 

nter of the room and having secretly dep~,. 
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ited their eggs unJer them_ co111ni_cnce cackl. 
ing like so 1nany hens. Tberenpon the 
shre·wd Hodja at once stands on h:is toes ancl 
striking his hands to his sides heg-in.s to crow 
like a rooster. "Why, Hodja, what are yon 
doing?" ask the boys 110'-V completely sur
prised. "Noth.:ing at all, boys," rdurns tht 
Hodja, "hut uon't you think there ought to he 
a rooster for these hens ? " 

TH£ DAY OF RESURR£CTION. 

The Hodj a had a lamb which was very 
dear to hi1n. One day his friends determined 
to play a joke on hini_ and thus secure the 
la1nb and have a picnic '"-vith hi1n. So one of 
them goes to the Hodja and says: "Hodja 
Effendi, w·hat will you do with yonr lamb, 
they say to.morrow- is the Day of Resurrec· 
tion, let us have a good time with it i.o·day.'' 
The Hodja at first does not believe his "\vords. 
but presently another friend co1nes in and 
speaks to him in the same manner. \!Vhere· 
upon the Hodja kills the lamb and invites 
his friends to the banquet. The friends 
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1:ome. No"-\.'", ".'\.""hile he is engaged in roasting 
the lan1b, his friends, delighted over the suc
ce:;s of their jo1(e, take off their garm.ents 
and go to another room to dance. Before 
long-, hov..·ever, the Hodja discovers that this 
was a practical joke on hin1 , ·whereupon he 
collects their clothes and thro.,.vs them info 
the fire. On their return, the 111en, seeing
thcir clothes burnt, ask him what he did 
that for. "1.Iy dear friends ," answers the 
Hoclja, "what's the use of clothes, they .say 
to·morro"v is the Day of Resurrection?" 

THE HODJA AND THE THIEF. 

One d::iy a thief enters th e Hodja's house 
anu, having sacked a ".vho1c lot of stuff, 
leaves the premises. The Houja meeting the 
thief in the yard, hastens to the house, and 
gathering the rest of his moveables runs 
after the thief. The latter finally enters an 
open door, the Hodja following- hi1n quietly, 
whereupon the thief, no"-" very 111.uch alanned. 
inquires, "1ny dear sir, w·hat do you ·want in 
here?" "Well," says the Hodja then. 
"haven't "\.'\.'"C rnoved here?" 

http:thro.,.vs
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THE HODJA'S BOSS. 

One day while 1mssing by a grave, the 
Hodja sees a .shepherd dog· vo1niting on the 
tombstone. Displeased at this, the Hodja 
picks up a stone to throw it. at the sacrile· 
gious beast. The latter perceiving his hostile 
intention at once turns around to attack him. 
The Hodja seeing himself in danger of being 
ripped im.mediately throws the stone away 
and exclaims: "You're the boss, you're the 
boss, pass on, sir." 

THE HODJA'S DUCK SOUP. 

One day the Hodja saw a flock of wild 
ducks in the trough of a fountain. He at
tempts to catch one of them, but while doing 
so, the flock take to flight. Disappoin.teJ at 
this, he then breaks a loaf of bread in the 
trough and begins to eat it with a spoon. ~\ 
passer-by seeing this strange conduct of the 
Hodja asks him ·what he is doing. "I am 
•ating duck soup, sir," replies the Hodja. 
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THE HODJA'S NOVEL REQUEST. 

The Hoclja one Llay requests his cong-rega
gation to bury him, '..vhen he dies, in an olcl 
grave. \.Vhen askecl the reason ·why, he 
replies: "So that when the exam.ining angels 
approach me I m;_iy tell them, 'I have already 
heen cxan1inec1, sirs, sec how· old lllY grave 
. ,,, 
ll:i. 

THE HODJA'S BELLY ON FIRE. 

One day while eating, the Hodja swal
lows a ;:;poonful oI hot soup, -whereupon he 
rushes out on the street ancl hollows : "Help! 
my belly is on :fire!" 

THE HODJA AND THE ASS' SKULL. 

The Hoclja Hecurcs an as.s' skull ancl 
covering it with a quantity of yarn, he takes 
it to the hazttar to sell. The merchant feeling 
the hall too heavy for yarn, says to l1im, 
"Iloclja, isn't there a stone in the inside of 
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this?" "No, it'.s an as.s' skull," answers 
the Hotlja by way of sarcasm. 1""he mer· 
chan t tin a11y buy.s the stu ff, weighs it, and 
pays him the value an J the Hotlja goe.s his 
way. In the evening the 1nerchant.sit.s down 
to unroll the ball and in it he actually fincls 
an as.s' skull. The following morning he 
cau.s~.s the arre.st of the Hodja. But the 
l atter'-....vin.s the ca.se when it becomes known 
to the Kaui (ju<lge) that he actually uid tell 
t h e truth, though the other took it for a fot of 
.sarcas1n. 

THE HODJA'S MISTAKEN GUEST. 

One Jay th1..~ Hoc1ja take.s a .stranger horne 
as a guest. Unca.sy as to -..v ho the nl.an i s 11e 

finally addresses the .stranger, saying, "Ex· 
cusc my ignorance, .sir, but I like to know 
·who you are." "But 'vhy JiLl yon take m e 
hom e if you 11idn't kno'\.v- m.c?" clen1.ai1ds the 
stranger. "I ;;;a-..v- that your turban -..vas like 
niy turban, your tl)ga like niy tog-a, anJ .so 
m.istaking yon for myself, I hronght you 
home,'' rcpJie.s the Hol1ja. 
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THE DONKEY'S EGG. 

One Jay the Hodja Wt!nt to the city of 
Diarhekir (Asia Minor). .Seeing larg·e water
melons for .sale there, ancl having ·wonclered 
for .son1ctin1e as to what they are, he finally 
asks th1: g·arclener what they arc. The latter 
fin<ling him so green tell.'::i him they are 
Jonkey's eggs and will hatch Jonkeys. The 
;;implc IIoclja believes the m.an and buy.s a 
watermelon. \.Vhcn he is through with his 
business, he ]eaves the city for home. On 
the "vay he J::iits ...lown to rest a"vhile, and at 
the sarn.e ti111l:, he takes the "\.vatermelon out 
of the hag· and looks at it, ::;peculating as to 
how he ::;houJJ harness the young ass that is 
;;oon to hatch. Just then the "vatern1elon 
slips off his hanJ and roDs down the liill 
until it stops against the home of a rabbit, 
which, frightened by the intruding object, 
1.:omes out of the hole anJ run.s off at full 
speed. The Hoclja, seeing this, thinks the 
Jonkey has hatched ancJ so he runs after the 
rahbit. The latter finaJly enters a vineyard 
a11Ll clisappearn. Now it happens that this is 
the IIocJja'~.; property vd1ere he finds his wife 



TUJtKISll GEMS. 

gathering grapes. ·· Wife," says the Hodja. 
"did you sec our colt enter here?" His wife 
thinking her hu,..sbancl has really bought a 
llonkey replies, •·Bless your soul, husband, 
I have been thinking about going to the bath· 
house to-day, it's a good thing that you have 
11ou.ght a llonkey. I'll ride him sure." "Ride 
nothing, woman," replies the Hodja, "you'll 
break his backbone i£ yon l1o so, he is too 
young yet for that, he has just come out of 
the shell." On hearj ng this, the woman 
thinks her husbanJ. has gone crazy and takes 
to her heels. 

THE HODJA'S GUESS. 

A certajn mun with an egg in his liand 
ap1)roachcs the Jioclja ~nlll addresses him 
thus: "Hoclja, if you know '-Yhat I holcl in 
1ny h<.rnl1, I'll g·ive you ::in cg~;." The IIodja 
asks for a clue anJ. the man begins s<.iying, 
·•the outside j::; w hii..c, the in.side i.s yelloYv, 
an.cl--" "That'll do, that'll llo," replies the 
Hodja intcrnrpi:ing· hi.m, "I have it, it's a 
turnip w ho.se insillc hn.s been filled -with car· 
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rot." "No, sir," says the man, and hitting 
him in the face "'rith the egg, runs away. 
The Hodja seeing it's egg that's running down 
his beard, remarks. "Praise the Lord, if this 
had been .stuffed ·with carrot, that fello"v 
would havc ma.shed my nose ancl destroyed 
my eye.sight." 

THE NEIGHBOR'S COPPER VESSE1'. 

One <lay the Hodja borrows his neigh
hor's large copper vessel in which to boil hi.s 
washing. \..Vhen done with it, he puts a 
much smaller one in the in.siJe of it and 
returns it to the OW"ner, "Light to your 
eyes'~. neighbor," says he, "your vessel gave 
birth to a 'bahy' vessel last night," Ab.surd 
though his story is, the owner pretends 
credulity and appears to be llelighted with 
the happy result of the loan. \.Veek or so 
later the IIoc1ja again applies to the same 
neighbor anll "\.vants to l.iorro"\.v the large ves· 
scl, at i.he ;;ame time inquiring if the "baby" 

•This is the lltcrnl trnn•ln•ion of an ~xpre'-<.ion which is uoed both among
the Turks and the ('hrhtfans in Turke)' to «on~rutulate one on a happy event, ~uch 
a• a birth, marrlnge, n civil appointment, or promotion, etc , 
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is doing -well. "It is doing splendidly," 
replies the neighbor, and lets the big vessel 
over to him. The Hodja takes it home, but 
-when done -with it, he does not return it. 
"'lleek or two elapse and the owner calls on 
the Hodja and asks him -what became 
of his vessel. "'May your head live*'~'" 

.says the Hodja, and goes on to tell hi1n that 
the vessel had taken sick and died, and he 
had buried it. "Why, HoJ.ja, have you gone 
crazy, can a copper vessel die? " inquires the 
neighbor, now- harboring the wildest suspi· 
cion as to the fate of his property. "Well," 
returns the Hodja, "the last time when I told 
you that your vessel had given birth to a 
•baby' vessel, you believed my -word, and clo 
you no'\.v disbelieve me -when I .say that yom 
vessel died? Verily, -whatever begets, dies 
also." 

THE HODJA'S TRUTHFU1' ASS. 

One day a neighbor asks the Hodja to 
lend him his donkey. " I am sorry to tell 
you," says the Iloclja, "that the donkey is not 

"*A phrn•e u"ed by the ~nme people to express condolence. 
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here. I hired him to a friend this morning." 
Just as he finishes the sentence, however, 
the donkey begins to bray loudly from with· 
in the stable. "Why, Hodja," asks the man 
looking at him ""W"ith astonishment, "how is 
this? You told me he wasn't here." "My 
dear sir," replies the Hodja, "would you 
rather believe the ass than myself?" 

THE HODJA'S SCHEME TO PARTAKE OF 


THE WEDDING DINNER. 


One day the Hodja asks his wife to cook 
a certain favorite dish '-Vhich is quite an 
expensive affair and ·which, ho"\.vever, is a 
principal feature in the menu of an Oriental 
wedding dinner. "1.Iy dear husband," returns 
his "\.vife, "have you gone crazy, how can I 
make that .stuff with no butter, no sugar, no 
flour and no charcoal in the house? Let us 
first find bread to eat ancl let that go." 
"Trust in the Lord, wife," suggests the 
Hodja, "there is a way to everything, if we 
only think of it, ~ ?e will firn.l it." With 
these consoling words the two sit down to 



TURKI11H 01!.MS. 

deliberate upon a plan to procure the desired 
object. Now it happens that there is a wed
ding in a n.eighbol's house across the .street, 
and a party of guests have just sat down to 
partake of the wedding dinner. ..1.s thL' 
Hodja lifts up his hcaJ as if from a deep 
thinking, he happens to .see the party around 
the table. ·•Eureka," exclai1ns he ancl begins 
to unfold his great .scheme to his wife. "Let 
1ne go down.stairs," .says he, "and be looking 
for a broo1nstick, you keep your eyes on the 
"\.Veclding party, "\.vhen you .see Jny favorite 
Ji.sh brought in, yon cough, whereupon I will 
hasten urstairs anJ. con1mence a .sham. fight 
\.v-ith you; \.Ve \.vill then raise a big racket a:; 
if I am whipping you to Llcath, after awhile 
you run a way from. 1ne an~l enter the neigh· 
hor's house nying for help, I \.vill .still 
follo\.Y you there, doubtless i.he guests will 
run to your assi.stancr· nnd enllcavor to lrnve 
us make up, ancl invite us i.o share the dinner 
with them." \.Vhcn the IIoclja got through 
.speaking, all at once they comm.enced fight· 
ing ancl raised a great racket so as to be 
heard on the street and attract attention. 
Presently the ·wife ran Llo\v-nstairi-; an,1 
entered the neighhor',:-; house, scrca1ning for 
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help, and the Hodja followed her there with 
a broomstick in his hanJ, his eyes apparently 
full o.f wrath, and uttering threats. The 
schem.e "vorkcd like a chann. The con1.pany 
at table rush.eel to the "v01nan's help, got holll 
of the HoJ.ja and with entreating "vords 
quieted him clown. They then reconciled the 
two and invited the1n to cat tlinner w-ith 
them. The invitation "vas, of course, readily 
accepted, and soon the IIodja and his wife 
had a glorious time o.f the wedding dinner 
and especially of the favoritc dish, for w hieh 
they had so skillfully fought the sham fight. 
Now the Hodja so greedily ate of it that his 
belly began to swell like n baloon. \!Vhen 
they left the house, people on the .street, see
ing the Hodj a in this form, asked, " Hodj a, 
what's the 111.atter with your helly? Hope 
it will end well." "Is that any of your 
business," replied the Hodja, "if my belly has 
swollen, that's his business, let him take 
care of himself." 

THE HODJA'S DREAM. 

Once in his dream the Hodja is offered 
nine dollars, but he refuses the offer saying 



c 
c 

TURKISH GEMS. 

that he wants ten dollars, and while insist
ing on this, he wakes up and sees that there 
is no money in his hand, -whereupon he 
closes his eyes and. stretching his hand. out, 
exclaim..s. "Allright, sir, let it be nine, bring 
it to me now-," and goes to sleep again. 

THE HODJA IN THE LICE-BAZAAR. 

One day as the Hod.ja was meandering 
in the Lice-Bazaar'l' a certain man approached 
him and. asked. him what Jay of the month 
it was. "You fool!" returned the Hodja, 
"do you think they deal in days and months 
here?" 

THE HODJA'S LETTER RATES. 

A certain man called on the Hodj a to 
have him -write a letter for him. The Hodja 
asked. him w-hat price writing he -wanted, for 
he said: "If I w-rite a letter for five cents, I 

ealle;i:!iJ~:.~~a°ir~n Oriental city where they deal In second-ha.nd clothing la 

or 

on 

http:second-ha.nd


TURKISH GEMS. 79 

myself cannot read it, if for t en cents, I alone 
can r~au it, but if you pay me twenty-five 
cents for a letter, then everybody can read it." 
T he man paid the last named price. 

THE HODJA FOOLS THE STUD~NTS. 

One day the Hodja meeting several 
university students on the street, invites 
them to take dinner with him. They accept 
the invitation and follow the Hodja home. 
When they reach the house, the Hodj a asks 
them to "vait a minute on the outside that 
he may go in and get the room ready for them. 
But the Hodja goes in and tells his -wife to 
turn the students away. So the -wife going 
to the window inquires of the men \..vhat is 
wanted. Quite displeased at her inquiry the 
students reply: "Lady, are you crazy? 
The Hodja has invited u.s to dinner, him.self 
ju.st entered the house to put the room in 
order for us." "No, .sirs," in.si.sts the woman, 
"the Hodja hasn't come in yet." And while 
they are disputing the fact, the Hodja all at 
once puts in his appearance at the window: 
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"What's the use of all that fuss you lnen are 
making down there? It may he th.at he 
wasn't quite ·willing to entertain you ancl so 
has skipped out through the back J.oor." 

THE END OF THE WOR~D. 

One day the Hodja's neighbors asked him 
-when the world -would corn.e to its end 
"When my -wife dies," answered the Hodja, 
"half of the -world will come to its end, and 
when I clie, the whole -world will come to 
its end." 

THE HODJA'S..DOWNFA~~. 

One day the IIodj a \:Vas fixing the roof of 
his house. In i.he evening he -wanted to 
come down, but there was no ladder handy 
by which he could do so. During the day he 
had drawn up the boards by means of a rope, 
w-hich fact led the HoJ.j a to think that he 
could go dov,.'TI by the same means, provided 
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::;omeone woulcl pull him down. So he 
fastenetl the rope arounc1 his waist, and call
ing his wife out, asked her to pull the end of 
the rope '"d1ich he let do"<:Kn to her. Now as 
;;;he did so, the foolish Hodja fell do'"vn with 
.such force that he broke hi1nself to piece. 

THE HODJA'S MERCIFULNass. 

The Hodja had a donkey which could 
carry on his back one hunured pounds weight 
and no more, if, at the sarn.e time, his master 
rode on him. Now- the Hodja happened to have 
one hundred ancl fifty pounds of pumpkins 
which he desired to take to the bazaar. As 
he knew· the capacity of the animal and v..ras 
very merciful to him, he shouldered .50 pounds 
of it himself and putting the rest of the loacl 
on the donkey, he rode on him to the ba:z:aar. 

THE HODJA RACING. 

One Jay the Pasha sends -word to the 
Hodja to have a horse race with him. 



82 TURKISH GEMS. 

Accordingly the eccentric Effendi saddles an 
old ox of his and riuing on him. proceeds toward 
the palace. "Hodja," says the Pasha, when 
he sees him mounted on the ox, "have you 
gone crazy, can an ox run?" "Upon my t 
word, sir," replies the Hodja, "when this ox e1 
was yet a mere calf, no horse could outrun t , 
him." 

IF ~I.,AH WII.,I.,. 

"If it rains to.morrow I will go to my 
field, if not, then I will go to nly vineyard,'' 
says the Hodja one evening to his wife. 
"Husband, you'd better aud, if Allah -will," 
remarks she. "No," says the Hodja, "whether 
he -wills or not I will do so." Now the morn
ing comes and the sun is shining bright. 
Accordingly the Hodja starts for the vine
yard. But he has not gone very far when 
the road commissioners stop hi1n and make 
him work on the djaddeh (royal road) from 
morning till evening. It is almost dark when 
he reaches home, and knocks at the door, his 
wife coming to the window demands -what of 
is wanted. "If Allah will, please open the p 
dopr for me, wife," says the Hodja. p 
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THE HODJA FERRYING. 

One clay while the Hodja was sitting at 
the river·bank, ten "\t.Vomen came along and 
entered into a bargain with him to transport 
them, one by one, across the stream, offering 
him one cent per capita. As the Hodja car
ried the women across, it happened that the 
last one £ell off his grip and was hustled 
down by the tide, thereupon the others began 
to scream and make a great fuss about it. 
Whereupon the Hodja with an angry air 
remarked : "What are you making all this 
fuss about, give me one cent less for that if 
y ou wish, it is I \.Vho :must cry for having 
lost a cent." The wo1nen enraged at this, 
beat him to insensibility and go their way. 

THE HODJA'S PRESENT TO THE PASHA. 

Putting three ln.rge plums in the center 
of a large tray, the Hodja starts for the 
palace to make the Pasha a present of the 
plums. As he walks along, carrying the tray 
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on his head, the plums begin to roll from one 
.side of the tray to the other. Thinking they 
are fighting, the Hodja deliberately eats two 
of them, and proceeds with the other to the 
palace. The Pasha pleaseJ. with the novel 
presentation of the plum, sends the donor 
away with a large sum of backshish 
(boodle). Once having had taste of this most 
celebrated lotus of all the Ottom.ans-the 
hackshish, the following week the Hodja 
buys several quinces for the Pasha. His 
wife on learning his intentions, advises 
him to take the Pasha some tender fresh 
figs instead of quinces, on the ground 
that the Pasha is too old to eat quinces. 
" Once in forty times one .should listen to hig 
wife's advice,'' murmurs the Hodja, and takcg 
the figs to his Excellency. Now it happens 
that the Pasha is in bad humor that J.ay and 
so -when he learns that the Hodja has again 
brought him a present, commands his ser· 
vants to thro\..v the· figs at him. While the 
figs .strike him in the face, the Hodja philo.so· 
phically bearing the .shame, remarks, "God 
bless your soul, wife, and give you long to 
live.'' The Pasha, \..V-ondering at this, asks 
what he means by that. "Your Excellency," 
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replies the Hodja, "it w-as owing to my wife's 
advice that I brought you these figs, had I 
followed my own foolish wit and brought 
you the big ancl hanl t1uinces which I had 
bought for you, I would have been killed 
now." The retort bringB the Pasha into good 
humor again and he sends him a\.\.'"ay w-ith 
another su1n of inoney. 

THE HODJA IN THE BATH. 

One th.iy the Hotlja goes to the bath. 
While bathing in the hot room, people bring 
him worcl that his wife has frozen at home. 
"Get out, you rasc:als," says the Hodja, "a 
person can't fr~e7ie in a -,.veather like this." 

THE ROTTEN FISH. 

One t1ay the Hodja iB invitee] out for 
dinner. "\Vhen at table there comes in a dish 
of .small fish in a rotten .state. The Hodja 
wishing to express the unpleasant conuition 
of the fish, holds a fish to his lips and then 
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to his ear, finally placing it back in the dish. 
He then takes a .second one to his lips and 
whispers .something to it, and, a.s if to get an 
answer from it, he takes it to his ear. His 
table co1npanion.s -wondering at this ask him 
what it all means. "Eight days ago," 
answers the Hodja, "my brother got drowned 
in the .sea, I asked the fish if they met him, 
but they said, 'It is now .fifteen. days .since 
we have left the sea, consequently we have 
not .seen him; ask those coming out later on.'" 

THE HODJA ADVISING HIS SON. 

One day the Hodja calls his .son to him 
and gives a lot of advice. \.Vhen he gets 
through, his son remarks: "Papa, since you 
commencecl advising me, thirty flies perched 
on your turban and "\.vent away." "You 
rascal I" answers the Hodja angrily, "and I 
wa.s thinking that you -,.vere sensible and 
attentively listening to me whereas your 
mind ha.s been in my turban all that time." y, 

g 
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THE HODJA IN THE RESTAURANT. 

11hc Hoc1ja, having been, for a long time, 
out of ernploy1nent, commences to entreat 
everybody that he comes across on the 
.street, that he might be helped on with a 
little job. One day he meets a gentleman 
ancl says to him: "Kind sir, I beg you to put 
me in with a Btorckecpcr as I am about starv
ing to death. 0, clo it for God's sake l" "You 
mu.st be put in with a restauranter, that you 
may be satisfied," growls the man. "I did 
not mean, .sir," returns the Hodja apologetic
ally, "that I couldn't be .satisfied, but that I 
1nay have an em1)loy1nent of some kind, 
whereby I could earn a little bread and thus 
keep my.self alive." The man at la.st takes 
him to a friend of his in the business of a 
restauranter, and secures him the reg·ular 
·work of a -..vaitei-. Here, in order to show him
self an industrious follow, the Hodja busies 
himself like a bee, running in every direction 
ancl taking three or four .stairs at a time. 
"Eat, Jrink and l1e merry, 1ny friends, that 
you 1nay never experience the pangs of hun
ger .such as I have hacl," he -..vould .say to the 
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custoniers who are not, ho"'.vever, grateful 
enough, on leaving the room, to :make the 
Hodja's heart glad with a bnchshisl1, so com
1non a gift to servants. On a certain day a 
gang of men with intention.s of mischief, en
ter the restaurant anJ. begin to make the 
Hoclja hustle like a shuttle, by making him 
carry up.stairs a -.vhole lot of shrff from below, 
the kitcken. When .sati.s:G.eJ. with their en · 
joyment.s and mischief, the men begin a sham 
quarrel among them.selves, each claiming 
that he should pay the bill as well as the 
l)ackshish to the waiter. As the noise in
creases, the Hoclja runs ups tairs ancl volun· 
teers to solve the problem. "I.et m _e be blincl 
folded," says he to them. "and "vhonisoever I 
Gatch, let him_ pay for the rest." "Excellent 
idea r let us do it," says the gang, and having 
heavily blindfolded the Roclja, commerwe one 
by one to skip out. l\Ieanwhile the Hodjn. 
running to every clirection in the room, up· 
sets the b ble anu breaks every clish ancl cup 
on it. .At this point the owner rushes :in to 
see wlrnt all this noise is about. The IIoLlja 
now l1earing the f otsteps of a Jnan in the 
rooni, lays hohl on his nia.ster and .shouts: 
"I c<:iught yon, I caught yon, you're the on~ 
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to pay the bill arnl my uachshisl1." But 
when he pulls the handkerchief down, he is 
,;hocked to learn that the man caught is hi;, 
master. IIo"vever, soon re.:overing fro1n the 
stun, ::nlll seeing· the whole affair a swinJle, 
says to 111}) 1n:ister 'vhcn he ·wants to know 
what nll thi.n m~ant: "You're not blind, can't 
you see'? Your patrons ate ancl drank all 
they could g-et and upsdting thL· table, ran 
away, anJ while I wns trying to catch them 
you can1e in m.y way. So you pay the bill 
anll learn cl J..!BSOn," 

THE HODJA'S SYRUP STOLEN. 

One day the IIoLlja hought two jugs of 
syrup. He brought them home, and having 
carefully sealetl one of theni he put it in the 
~elJar and told his wife that .she should not 
make use of his syrup "'.vha.tever, while of the 
other jui:; he used ,,~henevcr he wanted and 
locked the rest in the cnpboarJ and carried 
the key in his pocket. However, the \..voma.n's 
patienc1..• at la.st expired and she seein()" it 
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wouldn't do to break the seal open, bored a 
hole through the bottom of the ve.ssel, and 
for .some time had a good time of it without 
raising the least suspicion of her husband . 
Now when the .syrup of the fir.st jug gave ~ 
out, the Hodja applied to the other jug, and t: 
having .satisfied himself that the seal was o 
not broken, he opened the jug, but to bis ] 
great.surprise, he found the .syrup in the micl a 
dle of the jug. Thereupon he began to make '] 
a great fuss about it, which brought his wife e 
down stairs to ask him what the trouble was· b 
"Why," said the Hodja, "I had this jug care. b 
fully sealed so that nobody would steal my h 
syrup; now, the seal was unbroken, but I g 
found the syrup half way in the jug. How h 
in the world has this happened?" "Hus· t] 

band," suggested his wife, "it may be that t] 
they have bored a hole through the bottom "II\ 

of the jug and thus stolen your syrup." 0 1 

"Why, foolish -woman," replied the Hodja, B 
"the syrup in the botto1n part is allright, but m 
the syrup on top i.s -what's missing." it 

cl 
bJ 
£e 
a.i: 



91 Tt.rnKISR OEMS. 

THE HODJA BECOMES A WIFE. 

Once the Hodja .say.s to hi.s wife, "Wife, 
we have lived together a.s husband and wife 
these many year.s. Now- let us change the 
order, after this you be the husband and I'll 
be the -wife." "Allright,'' says Mr.s. Hodja, 
and immediately turns her apron over to him. 
The following morning the Hodja get.s up 
early, -while his wife remains in bed, and 
busies himself about the house. He first 
builds the £.re and cook.s the breakfast; then 
he washes the dishes, .sw-eeps the rooms and 
goes to the well to draw water, all of which 
he resolutely doe.s without a murmur. In 
t he meantime his wife, after breakfast, takes 
the donkey out and goes to the -woods to fetch 
w-ood. But the Hodja's patience at last gave 
out when he went dow-n to feed the chickens. 
He had prepared a large kettleful of bran· 
mu.sh for them -which he, instead of putting 
it inside the coop, put in the yard and let the 
chickens out. The chickens having eaten their 
breakfast, began to -wander away. The Hodja 
fearing that they might get lost and his -wife, 
as the hu~band, might make it hot for him 
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-when she came ho1nc from the v.voocl.s, tried 
to gather them. in the coop, but in vain; as 
fast as he pnt some in the coop and \.Vent after 
others those in the coop \.Youlcl l.'.'on1e out 
again, and this sort of \.¥ork m.adc him .so 
mad and noisy that it a-wakened the baby 
upstairs -which began to cry violently. He 
now rushed in to quiet the baby. He £r.st 
brought in a big co-w·bell and began to ring 
it vehemently, thinking its noise -would quiet 
the baby, but the effect was :lifferent, the 
child cried the more. Next he put his thumb 
in its mouth, but the baby refused to suck it ; 
he gave it various objects to quiet it, but the 
child threw- everything at him. He stopped 
a minute ~o think how his wife us cl to quiet 
it, then all at once he took his handkerchief 
out, put a .s1nall lump of candy in one of its 
corners anu .G.rst he sucked it through the 
cloth and then he put that part of the 
handkerchief into the baby's mouth, and the 
chilcl w ·as quieted. He then \.vent clownstair.s 
to coop the chickens,but they had disappeared. 
He no'-'ll" secured a good .S\<vitch and beo-an to 
whip hi1nself so violently that his cries at
tracted the neighbors \.~ho '-vanteLl to kno\<V 
if he had gone crazy. "My dear friends," 

b 
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said he, " I a1n wise no'\.\:", and can advise you 
never to becom.e '\.Vives 'vhile yL1u are hus· 
bands, for hy a ~razy notion yesterday I 
made an agreement ·with m.y '\.vife that she 
be the husband hereafter arnl I l)e the '\.'ll'ife, 
and you can see ho'\.v I am in the soup now. 
No, I don't -want to be a wife, boo-h.oo-hoo ! " 
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