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PREFACE.

Don’t run! I shall not be long-winded. Just hold a minute, as
I have but a few words to say, and I always despise long intro-
ductions to books as well as to sermons. I will make this brief.
My intent has been, on each subject called up, to strike oil in
five or ten minutes, and in case there was a failure, then to with-
draw my auger and quit *boring.”

The following pages contain a brief, unvarnished narrative of
many of those incidents which took place in the growth of this
county, the greater part of which have been under my own im-
mediate observation. Having tabernacled with the people of
this county continuously for the past thirty-one years, recollec-
tion unaided by records would enable me to bring out many of
the past transactions, but in that set forth herein I have on
every occasion verified by reference to records.

At my age in life, I have no enemies to punish, and if per-
chance there be in the body of this volume some remark which
may not be commendatory to individual or individuals, be
assured of the existence of the fact that the record will bear out
the assertion.

While much time has been spent in the preparation of this
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book, it is the hope of the author that in some timein the future
some one will call to mind the facts herein contained, that Har-
rison county as it now is, is materially different from Harrison
county as it was, and that in consequence of the privations of
the early settlers, many of those now residing in splendid homes
are reaping the reward of the toils and privations of the parents
who have passed to the other shore.

I trust that this may meet with favor among the people with
whom I have lived and mingled for nearly one-third of a century,
bhut should the powers rule otherwise, I will bow in humble sub-
mission to the verdict of the people, believing in the maxim,
Vox Populi, vox Dei.

Jor. H. SwmiTH.

Logan, ITowa, May 11, 1888.
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HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

CHAPTER 1.

Tae State of Towa formerly constituted a part of that terri-
tory commonly called the * Louisiana Purchase.” This territory
was originally taken possession of by France. At the close of what
1s known in our history as the *“ old French War,” and in Europe
asthe ** Seven Years War,” in 1763, France ceded all the territory
west of the Mississippi to Spain. On the 1st of October, A. D.
1800, Spain, by treaty of St. Idlefonso, retroceded this territory
to France, and France, by treaty of April 30, A. D. 1803, ceded
the same to the United States, the latter paying therefor, as con-
sideration, the sum of $11,250,000, and the further sum of
$3,750,000 in the extinguishment of certain claims which citi-
zens of the United States held against the French government.

Thomas Jefferson, then being President of the United States,
gecured from the First Emperor of France, for the sum of
$15,000,000, the wealth of a continent. For a sum scarcely
equal to one-fifth of the private fortune of one of the American
citizens of the present day, was surrendered to this government
the most magnificent land ever bought with money or transmit-
ted by inheritunce.

This land purchase was the first fruits of the reactionary influ-
ence of the Revolutionary war. This was the first land ever pur-
chased or peacefully acquired from a sovereign civilized power,
in the history of the human family, for the purpose of dedica-

2
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tion to constitutional government, because it was so guaranteed
in the treaty which conferred it. This triumph of diplomacy over
a government which was proud of its Talleyrand and Marabois,
is of itself sufficient to immortalize the stutesman who brought
about such happy results. He who stood at the helm of govern-
ment at this time had, prior to this, made himself immortal.
The thought of his brain, finding exudation at the point of his
pen, when reducing to paper the principles contained in the
Declaration of American Independence, will immortalize him as
long as the English language shall last, and will assist in the
preservation of the latter.

On the 4th of July, 1805, under the act of Congress, approved
March 3d, 1805, the Distriet of Louisiana was organized into a
territory of the same name, with a government of its own, in
which condition it remained until 1812.

By act of Congress, approved June 4, 1812, the Territory of
Louisiana was reorganized and called the ** Territory of Missouri;”
then, again, by act, March 2, 1819, “Arkansaw Territory.” By
a joint resolution, approved March 2, 1821, the State of Missouri
was made a State and admitted into the Union, and from that
date up to and until June 28, 1834, all of Iowa was a territorial
orphan; this status of orphanage lasting, as above indicated, for
the period of thirteen years, when it was taken again under
paternal care and constituted part of the territory of Michigan.
On the 3d of July, 1836, Wisconsin territory, embracing within
its limits the present States of Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin,
was taken from that of Michigan and made a separate territory;
and on the 3d of July, 1838, the territory of the State of Iowa,
including the greater part of Minnesota, was constituted the
Territory of Towa.

On the 28th day of December, A. D. 1846, Iowa was admitted
into the Union, as the twenty-ninth star in the national galaxy,
which from that day to the present has never been dimmed by
any act of her people, but like a bright jewel in the set, beauti-
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fies and adorns, as well as being shown off to great advantage,
by reason of the purity and brilliancy of those forming the
other parts of the constellation.

Harrison County was named by the Third General Assembly
of the State of Towa, which at that time convened at Iowa City,
the then capital of the State, for the ninth President, William
Henry Harrison, as will be found by reference to section No. 2,
chapter No. 9, of the acts of the General Assembly last above
referred to; and in which will be found the boundaries of the
county, which is in the following words, viz.:

“Beginning at the northwest corner of township No. 81, north
of range 40, west, thence west on the line dividing townships
81 and 82, to the middle of the main channel of the Missouri
river; thence down the middle of the main channel of said river
to the intersection of the line between townships 77 and 78;
thence east on said township line to the southwest corner of
township 78, north of range 40, west; thence north on the line
dividing ranges 40 and 41 to the place of beginning.”

The action of the Legislature of the State, which gave bounds
to this county, was approved by the Governor on the 15th day of
January, A. D. 1851, left the county statu quo until in the
month of January of the date of the 12th, A. D. 1853, when an
act was passed, by which a commission of three persons, viz.:
Abraham Fletcher of Fremont county, Charles Walcott of
Mills county, and A. D. Jones of Pottawattamie county were
selected to locate a *seat of justice” for Harrison county, and
to proceed to the discharge of this duty on the first Monday of
March of 1853, and by the same act declared the county organ-
ized from and after the first Monday of March of the same year.

By section No. 20 of said act, the name for this embryotic
“seat of justice” was, at that time, given by the Legislature,
thereby furnishing to the then generation another instance
where a name was determined on before birth, viz.: “That the
county seat of Harrison shall be called MaexNor1A.”
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The boundaries of the county, then, would be as follows: Mo-
nona and part of Crawford counties on the north, the Missouri
river on the west, Pottawattamie county on the south, and Shelby
county on the east, and were it not for the shortage of the town-
ships on the west, made so by the tortuous windings and con-
stant cutting of the Missouri river, the county would be twenty-
four miles north and south by thirty miles east and west.

By the latest measurements the county contains 446,056 acres,
of which over 400,000 are under cultivation, and 42,720 native
timber. This, and the personalty in the county, as per the
assessment of 1885, in value amounts to the sum of §5,514,299.

The streams which water and drain the county gain the Mis-
sourl bottoms within the county, except the Pigeon and Mos-
quito. Beginning at the east side of the county, the first stream
which is met is the Mosquito, then the Pigeon, Boyer, Willow,
Allen and Steer Creeks, then the Soldier and Little Sioux rivers.
These all take a southwesterly course until they either empty
into the Missouri river in the county or pass the southern boun-
dary line.

The Mosquito is a small stream, having its rise in Washington
and Cass townships, and can scarcely bear the name of a river ;
but in a country where every little rivulet is misnomered “ river,”
this importance has attached to this little stream, so that it is
called Mosquito river, the named derived from the great abun-
dance of mosquitoes which infested the place in the early days
of the settlement. They of the settlement days of 1849, in re-
ferring to the vastness and size, and numerical strength of the
above named bill-posting insect, call to mind the stretch of im-
agination of the '49 miners of California. Tradition has it that
these mosquitos were of such ponderous size that they kept in
their hip pockets a 14-inch file and whetstone, so that they could,
during the heat of the day, prepare their proboscis for active
duty as the evening and night came on. This only is given as
per the statement of one John Q. Jolly, who was a resident on
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this stream, and whose imagination was known to be very
vivid.

The Pigeon has its origin in Douglas township, and from its
source to the place where it crosses the south line of the county,
measures a distance of quite sixteen miles. Why this little
stream was named “ Pigeon” cannot be accounted for; nor is
there anyone who can tell the origin of the name, except as above
given. Both of these streams last named drain large quantities
of exceptionally good land, and afford water supplies for stock
purposes which few localities equal. The banks of these creeks
are somewhat precipitous, and usually rise to the height of ten
to twenty feet, by reason of which the water is carried away
without doing damage by overflows, except in very rare cases,
when the rain-fall has been so extraordinary as to swell all other
streams in the county and produce general havoc elsewhere.

The principal water courses, are the Boyer, Willow, Soldier,
and Little Sioux. The Boyer in its crooked windings from the
northeast corner of the county to the place where it enters Potta-
wattamie county, ten miles from the Missouri river and twenty
miles from the southeast corner of the county, traverses a dis-
tance of sixty miles by measurement of its channel, and only by
straight line a distance of twenty-eight. Some have supposed
that there is but very little fall to the waters in the Boyer, but
in this supposition there is a great mistake. ~ Take for a start-
ing point the place where the depot is located at the town of
Dunlap in this county, and have measurement made from
there to the place where the railroad depot is located at the
town of Missouri Valley, there is only lacking the small number
of six feet of being as many feet fall as there is in the dis-
tance from the depot building at Sioux City to the depot at
Missouri Valley. From the depot at Dunlap to the depot at
Missouri Valley, a distance by rail of twenty-six miles, there is
a fall of ninety-one feet, while from the depot building at Sioux
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City to the depot at Missouri Valley. a distance of seventy-five
miles by rail, there is a fall of ninety-seven feet.

Within the county there are at the present three good water
merchant mills; on the Boyer river, one at the village of Logan
owned by James McCoid; one near the village of Woodbine,
owned by that old pioneer, John W. Dalley, and Mr. Kellogg;
and one at or near the town of Dunlap, owned by Mr. Harvey
Bishop, all in successful operation.

All these mills above referred to, do not use over twenty feet
of the before-named ninety-one, and as a mathematical result,
there is a waisture of water power yet on the Boyer sufficient to
propel ten more such mills as they that are now in successful
operation.

Though digressing from the subject, I will take the liberty
to state that the depot building at Missouri Valley is 418 feet
higher than the Chicago & Northwestern railroad bridge, where
the same spans the Mississippi river at Clinton, and that the
surface of the railroad at Woodbine in this county is one foot
higher than the track at New Jefferson in Greene county.

The Willow is the next stream westward of the Boyer and
makes its first appearance in Crawford county, and enters this
county in Lincoln township near the west line of section 3,
township 81, range 42, quite six miles west of the place where
the Boyer crosses the north line.

This handsome little stream runs in a southwesterly direction;
keeping her distance from the one on her east; leaves Lincoln
within one-half mile of the southwest corner thereof, visits
Boyer township by cutting aflat-iron out of her northwest corner,
then meanders a distance of six miles by sections, through Mag-
nolia township, then into Calhoun township and out in a diago-
nal course, entering the Missouri bottoms at this place, cuts a
little slice off of Taylor, and from thence nearly south until the
south line of the county is crossed, and thence emptying into
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the Boyer a little south of Loveland station in Pottawattamie
county.

Allen and Steer creeks both have their origin in Allen town-
ship, take a southwesterly course, and after having meandered
among the hills of Allen, Magnolia and Raglan townships, for
a distance of eight to twelve miles, empty into what is known
as the Gilmore or Atwood lake, at the foot of the bluffs. These
creeks, like the larger ones above referred to, carry within their
banks the sweetest and purest waters, and are of immeasurable
value to stock raisers along their course. The former was named
Allen, for one Andrew Allen, who, in 1851, squatted on this
stream, and the latter received the not exceedingly classic name
of ‘ Steer,” because of the miry condition of the stream at the
place where it debouches from the highlands, three or more
steers having mired therein while being driven across, in 1849.

The Soldier, named because a company of United States reg-
ulars encamped on the banks thereof in 1846, has its inception in
Ida and Crawford counties, enters Monona county at the east side,
north of the centre, and runs in a southwesterly direction until the
same passes the north line of this, at which point, viz.: the north-
east quarter of section 1, township 81, range 44, it makes a little
zag toward the east, then winds like the trail of a serpent in a
southwesterly direction until the farms of O. P. Edmonds and
James Roberts, in sections 4 and 5, in township 80, range 44, are
reached, and there grooves the Missouri bottoms in a direct south
course through Raglan; then turns to a southwesterly course
through the northwest corner of Taylor, on through Clay in the
same direction, until within one mile of the Missouri river, then
in a direct run of five miles east empties into the Missouri river
at the northwest corner of Cincinnati township. This stream 1s
nearly the size of the Boyer in the way of volume of water, and
drains a large section of country from the north line of the
county to the place where it is lost in the great Muddy. From
the Edmonds farm in section 5, township 80, range 44, on the
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south line of Jackson township, to the mouth of thisstream, there
is but little fall, and hence the drainage is not as perfect as where
the same meanders through the hills.

By consulting White's Geological Reports of Iowa, volume 2,
page 414, it will be there found that the surface of the 8. C. &
P. railroad track at Mondamin in this county is nine feet higher
than at Modale, a distance of a little over six miles, and that there
is a fall of ten feet from River Sioux station to Mondamin,
having the same distance as that between Mondamin and Modale.
This would average only a fraction over one and one-half feet
to the mile, which, to say the least, is not indicative of the best
drainage.

The statements herein made as to the fall in the Boyer, as well as
that of the Soldier, are not based upon guess-work, but are the
figures furnished Prof. White, whoin 1868 and 1870, was the State
Geologist, by W. W. Walker, then Vice President and Chief
Engineer of the C. & N. W. railroad, and that of the S. C. & P.
railroad by L. Burnett, assistant superintendent of the latter road.
While this beautiful, clear, pure stream winds its way in the
high lands, the declivity is by far greater than that last above
given, and though it affords great opportunities for water power,
the same is only utilized at one point, and that at and near the
centre of Jackson township, viz.: On the south line of section
14, township 81, range 44, at which place Mr. L. Peyton has in
continuous operation a very excellent flouring mill.

The Little Sioux river, the father of Harrison county waters,
makes the shortest stay in the county of any of those which are
designated as rivers. First starting from springs on the south
line of the State of Minnesota, and then replenished and fed by
the little rivulets of Osceola, Dickinson, Clay, east part of O'Brien,
west part of Buena Vista, east part of Cherokee, east part of
Woodbury and all of Monona counties, introduces herself into
Harrison about eighty rods west of the northeast corner of section
5, township 81, range 44, in Little Sioux township, and from thence
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steadily keeps a southwesterly direction until finding outlet in the
Missouri river at the north half of the northeast quarter of sec-
tion 27, township 81, range 45, a distance of about two hundred
rods west of the depot at the station of River Sioux. The entire
mileage of this river in the county will not exceed eight, yet the
stay being so short, it discharges doubly more water into the
Missouri than all other streams of the county. The bank on the
left of the river, as to this county, is high, in many places hug-
ging the bluffs, until it divorces itself from the company of the
hills, so that but little overflow therefrom has ever caused any
damage.

The Wilsey, Col. Cochran and M. Murray farms, which fit up
to the margin of the waters of the Little Sioux on the left bank,
are as excellently situated as ever came from the hand of the
Creator, the gentle declivity, the broad stretch of level prairie,
reaching from bluff to river, not a foot in waste; which at gath-
ering time yields 100 bushels of corn in the ear, per acre, sug-
gests an Eden worthy of the waiting, toil and good judgment
of the worthy possessors.

The surface of the county presents an appearance as varied as
the tastes of man and as diversified as his conduct. So far as
the selection of a bome is concerned, all can, within the limits of
the county, find any quality or character of place, soil or altitude
which fancy dictates. The high, rolling upland, far beyond the
reach of flood or malaria, the sunny cove nestling in the blnff
and protecting the place from blizzards; the broad expanse of
level prairie, reaching on and on as far as the eye can measure;
the elevated lands on margin of lake or river; the home in the
native forests, or if perchance the peculiarities of mind suggest
a selection of unfathomable * gumbo,” this county possesses all
these in certain ratios.

The different valleys or bottom lands are known and designa-
ted by the names of the rivers or creeks which drain them, viz.:
Mosquito, Pigeon, Boyer, Willow, Soldier, and Little Sioux, and
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vary in dimensions in nearly the same ratio as the streams. The
first two last named, differ but little in extent and quality of soil.

These valleys are from one-half to a mile in width, and now
all improved, the handsome and tasty farm house, broad expanse
of corn, wheat and tame-grass fields, make the same a very par-
adise indeed. The uplands between these are beautiful rolling
prairies, forming well defined divides from which the surface and
spring waters are gathered by draws or slight depressions and
discharged into small feeders which enter the valleys below.

In nearly all of the locations, or nearly all the farms, which
are not accommodated by spring, creek or other surface water,
the same is attained by wells, scarcely ever exceeding a depth of
forty feet, and the greater majority at half that depth, and these
are so manipulated by wind-mills that the water necessary for
the supplying of house and herd is really as abundant and
equally cheap as those who have the privilege of spring or
stream.

The Boyer valley is the Eden of the county, arrests the eye of
every passer and holds the beholder spell-bound while measuring
its extent and unsurpassed beauty and fertility. This valley is
from one two miles in width, stretches from the northeast
corner of the county to the place where the same merges into
the Missouri bottom, a distance of over twenty-six miles, thereby
furnishing excellent drainage and outlet for this and the coun-
try northeast and east, as well as the natural outlet for trans-
portation to and fro by rail. The miles and miles of nearly
level fields of corn, wheat, oats, tame and wild grasses, the
extensive and handsomely constructed farm houses, large barns,
cribs and sheds, the abundance and pureness of such excellent
water, the unprecedented productiveness and inexhaustibility of
the soil, places this valley in the lists as equal to any within the
states and territories of this Union.

The writer of these hastily thrown-together thoughts well
remembers the expression of a friend, in the person of B. F.
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Pyle, of Pittsburg, Pa., who, standing on the bluff at the south-
west corner of the village of Logan, which position affords the
beholder a view of all the Boyer valley to the southwest, the
Missouri bottoms up to and across the Missouri river, as well as
the northeast corner of Douglas and the southeast of Washing-
ton counties, Neb., and not only this, but the Boyer valley north
to quite the distance of Dunlap; — who after surveying this
matchless valley, appropriately quoted, as his sentiments and
observation, the following stanza:

“No fairer land the prophet viewed,
When on the sacred mount he stood,
And saw below transcendent shine
The plains and groves of Palestine.”

The yield of corn on this valley per acre is from sixty to ninety
bushels, the yield being measured by the good judgment of the
farmer in the way of the selection of seed, the time the same is
placed in the ground and the labor bestowed thereon at the
proper season. The yield of wheat varies according to the
season, which at times falls as low as twenty, but often reaches
thirty or more bushels per acre. The tame grasses often shed
three to four tons to the acre, and the wild or native grass, in
good localities, two and a half to three.

The uplands separating the Boyer from the Pigeon, as well as
that separating the former from the Willow river, the same
applying to all the divides in the county, are corrugated by small
ribs extending out from the backbone or divide, usually in a
direction southeast or southwest, as the water-shed indicates.
These are more numerous on the north line of the county, viz.:
in the townships of Lincoln, Allen and Jackson; yet in these,
and all others of the upland townships, whole tracts of hundreds
of acres of prairie have been overgrown with thrifty groves
within the brief memory of the writer. These tracts of young
forests add a very pleasant feature to the landscape, relieve the
monotony of the ever present cereal or grass, and paint a green
island on the apparent desert of prairie.
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Were any of the readers of these pages to stand on the cliff
directly north of the residence of Mr. John T. Coffman, in sec-
tion 9, township 80, range 44, the same being in Raglan town-
ship, and from that position in the months of June, July or
Angust, look in a direction east of northwest, over Jackson town-
ship, a landscape, such as was never painted, aye, such as is be-
yond the power of artist to reproduce, would present itself to his
or her vision.

At the locus last designated, the bluffs of Jackson look like the
waves of the ocean, when the wind is driving them fierce and
turious, or to the writer it can be more accurately described, by
saying that the Creator, at the time spoken of in the first chapter
of the Book of Genesis, was a trifle short of time; that the week
there spoken of closed and that Jackson township had only been
poured out of the Maker's ladle and ** tirae” was called before
the smoothing process had been applied.

Here the divides apparently run in every direction; the little
scooped-out valleys seem to have been constructed without refer-
ence to direction or symmetry, and, withal, present an appear-
ence of such modest neglige as to captivate the beholder.

As the years come and go the thrifty growth of young forest
trees, springing up spontaneously in every conceiveable place,
where protected from the ravages of fire, and to such extent as
heretofore named, the feeling can scarcely be avoided, that the
primitive beauty and nakedness of these bluffs are soon to receive
a forest mantle of nature's own weaving, by which their grace-
ful outlines, now cut so clearly against the sky, will be lost for-
ever.

The Soldier valley is of double the width of the Willow, and
is only the superior of the latter in area. The north or west
side is bounded by ranges of bluffs unrivalled in variety of pie-
turesque scenery by any similar region in the Missouri valley, and
what is more striking and interesting, well defined terraces
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occupy a large part of the valley, which afford very many rural
situations.

The valley of the Little Sioux is entirely different from any
in the county, occasioned by reason of the same being minus any
bluffs or highlands on the right bank. This river behaves her-
self very handsomely in all her stay in the county, but her bad
conduct before reaching the point where lost in the great Muddy
creates a prejudice against her, in this, that while passing the;
boundaries of the county of Monona, in her freaks of folly, mad-
ness and power, her banks, in the spring time, are overflowed
and the water thus forced out on the surface of the county
north, is driven down or onward, to such extent that the one-
fourth of the township of Little Sioux receives a baptism from
one to five feet of thut which the county north should have
taken care of. This, by many persons, has been interpreted as a
source of great loss to the people in the vicinity, but a moment'’s
reflection will convince the thoughtless that it is not a loss or
judgment visited on the locality. All east of this place is quite
barren of grass lands, and while these spring freshets cover the
surface of this portion of the township and seemingly enjoin the
raising of corn or other cereals, yet it brings about just such a
condition as best meets the real wants of the farmers, in this,
that such a superabundance of grass is grown, and so caused by
these annual spring freshets, that all on the bluffs or high
lands here find a superabundance of hay for the winter’s use,
which otherwise could not be had.

The Missouri valley comprises more than one-fifth of the area
of the county; though all appearing as of the same quality, yet
there is such vast difference in short distances, one location may
be of very excellent quality, while that which lies tangent thereto
is wholly worthless. All along this valley there are draws, or
low places, which render the same useless for agricultural pur-
doses. These at some point or other ripen into lakes, and they
in turn generally find outlet into the rivers which empty into
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the Big Muddy. One singular peculiarity in regard to this Mis-
souri bottom land is, that in many places directly up against the
bluffs the surface of the soil is lower than the surface of the
banks on the margin of adjacent lake or river. As time passes
away these low localities fill up by the wash and deposits from
the hills, and in turn become the most valuable lands in the en-
tire county. To substantiate this assertion, I will instance the
farming lands of Mr. Charles Gilmore, in Raglan township,
which in 1857 was so low and miry that nothing grew thereon
but wild canes, and these to the height of ten to fifteen feet,
and so sloshy was the soil that a saddle blanket would mire
therein, if left over night. This same low land has been filled
during the past thirty years to a depth of six and eight feet,
thereby making the owner one of the best corn-producing farms
in the entire county. This condition of natural improvement
has not been limited to this particular spot, but has been general
at every output of stream along the entire bluffs.

From the first settlement of the county, up to and until the
year 1858, the entire scope of country along the bluffs, from the
south line of the county until the Soldier river is reached, was so
low and miry that in order to pass from the bluffs to the bottom
lands in Cincinnati, Clay and Taylor townships, all were com-
pelled to center at the crossing at or west of the farm now
owned by Mr. Henry Garner, in Raglan township. This diffi-
culty has been remedied by the constant deposits in these low
places, as well as by a system of grading, by which every other
section line furnishes a good highway to and from the Missouri
river.

I would not dismiss the reader without calling attention to
some of the principal lakes in the county, these all being on the
Missouri bottom. The grandest and best of these is “ Smith's
Lake,” in» Little Sioux township, located in section 31, township
81, range 45, and section 6, township 80, range 44. This body
of water is over 400 yards wide by a mile in length, and in many
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places 100 feet deep. The water in this lake is furnished by sub-
terranean springs, except that which flows therein in the spring
freshets from the Little Sioux river. This is the grandest body
of water on the entire Missouri valley, and is stocked with the
largest and gamiest kind of fish that are known to the waters of
western Iowa. This beautiful body of water is located snugly
up against the bluffs, in fact so closely hugging the same that
the bluffs are apparently so precipitous that an individual could
scarcely climb them; then on the eastern bank the same is sel-
vaged with a magnificent growth of native timber, reaching far
toward the south of the lake, and this seemingly reaching partly
up the precipitous bluff, gives to the landscape such 2 magnificent
background, that water, bluff and timber possess such a peculiar
blending as to constitute a picture the admiration of all.

The eastern bank of this lake, so nicely shaded by forest trees,
reaching down to the very margin of the water, invites the lover
of fun and frolic to this rustic, cool retreat in the hot summer
months, to fish, sleep, dream, put up political jobs and * steal
a while away from every cumbering care.” The pinnacle of
these bluffs which so abruptly stop at this lake, furnishes the
grandest observatory in the west part of the county. Here the
eye first catches, to the west and south, the six-mile selvedge of
timber lands along the Missouri river; this enveloped in the un-
certain shimmering haze of a summer’s day, looks like a vast
rim; over this and to the east and north, the outline is like that
of a hollow basin, part of which is made up of graceful, undu-
lating prairie swells, which rise and fall, one beyond another,
until distance blends the whole into lines of light and shadow.

Round Lake, in the center of Morgan township, possesses no
peculiarity, except its size and general worthlessness. This was
at some time in the past, part and parcel of the river-bed of the
Missouri, and by some freak has been divorced therefrom, and at
the present depends entirely on the swells of the Missouri, in the
spring time, or June freshets, for existence.
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Horse Shoe Lake, in Clay, is of the same character as that of
the one last described, except in this, that the latter is supplied
with water from the Soldier river, and in spring or June rises of
the Missouri, from the latter.

Noble's Lake, partly in this and the remainder in Pottawatta-
mie county, located in Cincinnati township, 1s a beautiful body
of water, and at all seasons of the year is a resort for those who
have piscatorial tastes. This, like the Smith lake, is well stocked
with pickerel, bass, cat, buffalo and sun-fish. The bluffs which
border the broad flood-plain or bottom-land of the Missouri river
along all that part of its course which forms the western boun-
dary of this county, are so peculiar in character and appearance
that they cannot fail to attract the attention of every one who
sees them for the first time. Their strangely and beautifully
rounded summits, occasionally mingled with sharply cut ridges,
smooth and abruptly retreating slopes, and the entire absence of
rocky ledges, except in rare instances, when they appear only at
their base, cause them to present a marked contrast with those
of the Mississippi and other rivers of the eastern part of the
state, where rocky ledges support and compose the greater part of
their bulk.

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES.

Some of the physical properties of this deposit are so unus-
ual that they merit especial mention. When it is known that
there is no rocky support to these Missouri river bluffs, although
they are frequently sosteep that a man cannot climb them, it is very
apparent that the material composing them is different from the
earth ordinarily met wich, and which it resembles upon its
ordinary surface. Its peculiar property, however, of standing
securely with a precipitous front, is best shown in artificial
excavations. For all practical purposes of building founda-
tions, even of the most massive structures, and for all roads, ete.,
the ground it composes is as secure as any other, yet it is every-
where easily excavated with the spade alone. Notwithstanding
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this fact it remains so unchanged by the atmosphere and frost,
that wells dug in it require to be walled only to a point just
above the water line; while the remainder stands securely with-
out support of any kind, that the spade-marks remain visible upon
it for many years. Embankments also upon sides of roads or
other excavations, although they may be quite perpendicular,
stand for many years without change, and show the names of
ambitious carvers, long after an ordinary bank of earth would have
softened and fallen away to a gentle slope. An instance: a well
dug by Mr. Ed. Houghten in Cass township in 1857, which for
thirty years has remained in good condition, only being walled
with rock or brick at the bottom to a distance of ten feet, the
depth thereof being forty-six feet, at the present remains in per-
fect condition. Indeed, so securely does the material of this
strange desposit remain, when excavations are made in it, and so
easily is it excavated, that subterranean passages of many miles in
length might be readily constructed in it without meeting any
impediment. Any fortifications built npon these hills, which
form a continuous line along the greater part of the western
border of the county, if future emergencies should ever require
them, might be readily undermined by digging such subterra-
nean passages; and if there were any cause or use for such
works, catacombs might be successfully constructed in any of
them that would rival those of ancient Rome.

In Harrison county the post-tertiary deposits exhibit their
usual characteristics, and besides these we have limited exposures
of the upper coal measures which appear in the valley of the
Boyer. The drift and bluff deposits are both well developed in
Harrison county, where the latter attains near its maximum
thickness. The drift deposits comprise both the glacial clays and
the modified gravel-beds. We seldom find both these beds well
developed at a single locality, and more often they are so atten-
uated by denudation as to present a striking contrast to the con-
dition they present in central Iowa. The glacial deposit is

3
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seldom exposed more than a few fedt, and it is doubtless compara-
tively thin throughout this section. It fills depressions in the
subjacent formations, and in these situations it has been sub-
jected to less extensive erosion than it has on the higher points,
where indeed this deposit has been generally entirely swept
away. In such places the gravel-bed attains, or retains, a thick-
ness of several feet—perhaps at some localities as great as thirty
feet. At other places, however, even the gravel deposit has been
wholly denuded, or is represented by a thin sheet of pebhles and
sand which have been converted into a quite durable concrete.
Springs are of frequent occurrence along the outerop of the
gravel and blue clay deposits, and they always give a reliable
horizon, showing the inequalities of the denuded drift surfaces,
and also the line of demarcation between these deposits and the
bluff formation. On the south side of the Boyer, on the south-
ern borders of the county, the drift deposits rise in the base of
the bluffs to an elevation of thirty feet above the bottoms. On
the opposite side of the valley, in the vicinity of the Missouri
valley, the bluff deposit constitutes the entire height of the
bluffs, which are here two hundred feet in height above the Mis-
souri bottoms. In the valley of the Little Sioux, in the north-
ern side of the county, similar exposures of the drift are met
with. Three miles above the village of Little Sioux, on the
Wilsey farm, a tufaceous deposit is in process of formation at
the base of the bluff deposit. It is underlaid by a gravel-bed
which in places has been incorporated in the calcareous forma-
tion, forming a very durable concrete layer. Similar deposits
have been found on the Widow Vanderhoof farm in Harris Grove,
and on the farm of Mr. Wm. Morrow in Raglan, and the con-
crete bed 1s exposed at numerous localities in various parts of the
county, as in the base of the bluffs on Smith's lake and elsewhere.

The bluff formation, as has been stated already, constitutes the
bulk of the rounded divides between the streams, and in the
bluffs on the Missouri hottoms it reaches a thickness upwards of
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two hundred and fifty feet. Owing to the tenaceous nature of
the bluff material, landslides are of very unfrequent occurrence;
and it is also due to the same condition of this deposit, that by
the slow process of weathering by the action of atmospheric
agencies, and the little rills which issue from the gravel-bed,
these bluffs assume the varied and picturesque outlines which
form so striking a peculiarity in the topography of the upland
border region in this part of the state.

The most interesting subject for study presented by this
formation in this county are the terraces which occupy the
valley of the Soldier river, in township 81, range 44. The lower
benches are from thirty to fifty feet in height, and are found on
both sides of the stream, which has at different times eroded new
channels—the old ones existing to-day as “old river beds,” or
low meadow lands of surpassing fertility. The main terraces
are confined to the west side of the valley, and, compared with
similar phenomena observed elsewhere in the state, they are
truly colossal. The benches of different elevations are often
separated from one another by deep, narrow ravines, or shallow
depressions, which are more or less exaggerated expressions of
the identical features associated with these formations in the
drift region from which they differ, only in the nature of the
material of which they are composed, and possibly in the date of
their formation. They have a very gentle, regular inclination
from the uplands toward their valley faces which are abruptly
terminated by the steep descents peculiar to terrace formations.
The intermediate terraces are quite regular in conformation and
vary from sixty to one hundred feet in height. The high ter-
races are somewhat less distinctly defined, though, varied from
the opposite side of the valley, they present no appreciable differ-
ence from the lower benches, their upper surface forming gently
undulating or nearly level plains, one hundred and fifty feet
above the bottoms, offering a prominent contrast to the very
irregularly weathered surface in the upland heights between the
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Soldier and the Little Sioux, which lift their furrowed crests to
the height of two hundred to three hundred feet above the valley.

These terraces in the bluff deposits, notwithstanding the
fact that it is newer thau any other deposit except its own
alluvium, are certainly of the same age as the other terraces,
of the same river, that have been formed in the drift or any
other formation, for they all originated from the same cause, and
are nearly or quite simultaneous. The evidence that this deposit
was formed as sediment in the fresh water lake, may be summed
up thus: The material is very fine and homogeneous, such only
as could have been deposited in comparatively still waters. It
contains a few shells of fresh water and land mollusks, and no
other. It does not contain any marine remains. Itis, there-
fore, not of marine origin; besides which, no inland deposit of
marine origin is known that has, like this, occurred subsequent
to the drift period. The material of the deposit is essentially
the same as the sediment of the Missouri river at the present
time. This sediment is so abundant now in that river, that if it
were possible to throw an obstruction across its valley as high as
its bluffs it would become rapidly filled with essentially the same
material that it originally deposited, and subsequently in part
swept out. This is constantly illustrated in the reservoirs of the
St. Louis water works, which become filled with the sediment of
the water taken from the river, so that they must be periodically
re-excavated. The proportion of sediment contained in the
water of the river in its earliest history, was probably somewhat
greater than it is now, and any lake-like expansion that may
have existed in it at that time must have become so quickly filled
as to have occupied an insignificant part of the time-history of
its valley, although the act was an important one in that his-
tory. 1t seems probable that the broad lake that oceupied a part
of what is now Western Towa was mainly filled with sediment
while yet the glaciers hovered around the upper course of the
Missouri river, and were there grinding the material which
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served for the fllling. The filling was, of course, most rapid in
the case of the muddiest rivers, and those which flowed over
formations thatare not readily disintregated could contain but little
sediment. "l‘herefore, their lakes are not filled. 1If such a river
as Missouri had emptied into the great northern chain of lakes,
they would have become so completely filled with its sediment
that they would never have been known as lakes to civilized man,
but tributaries of the St. Lawrence river would have traversed
the region they now occupy.

PRIMARY ORIGIN OF THE BLUFF MATERIAL.

Ascending the Missouri river, we find in Nebraska, Dakota,
and even in Northwestern Towa, the source from which the
material of the bluff deposit was derived. Stretching from here
far away to the Rocky mountains, and bordering the great river
on either side, 1s an immense region occupied by the most friable
formations on the continent—those of Cretaceous and Tertiary
ages. Seeing these, we at once cease to wonder that the waters
of the Missouri are muddy, because it is so evident that they
could not be otherwise. The Tertiary strata are largely silicious,
and the Cretaceous are scarcely less so, but are very nearly pure
chalk. It is from the last named strata that the bluff deposit
has derived its nearly ten per cent of carbonate of lime. All
these friable strata are even now furnishing abundant sediment
to the streams that flow into the Missouri river, but at the close
of the glacial epoch, fine sediment was, if possible, still more
abundant, because then the whole region was strewn with grind-
ings fresh from those * mills of the gods "—the glaciers.

The soil in the upland consists of the light colored deposits
of bluff formation and only differs from that of the bottoms in
the finely comminuted condition of the silicious materal of
which it is nearly composed. Both upland and bottom soil are
derived from the same sources—that of the Missouri bottom
being the coarser, because the finer particles are swept away by
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the current of this ceaseless flood. Year by year, as the annual
June rise or flood appears, vast quantities of this filling sediment
are deposited in every place where the waters of the Missouri
river are forced, and as a consequence, the locations where this
annual deposit is made, are fast assuming a higher and more valu-
able condition. It may be truthfully said that this soil is nearly
inexhaustible, from the fact that many tracts of land in valley
and on the bottoms have been for the past quarter of a century
continually planted in corn and without any nourishment to the
soil, still yield fifty to seventy bushels per acre. Mr. Isaac
Bedsol of Magnolia, having dug a well to the depth of sixty-
eight feet, took of the soil from the bottom thereof, scattered 1t
over the surface of part of his lot, to the thickness of twelve
inches, sowed oats thereon, and was surprised, at reaping time,
at having a really good crop. There are but two kinds of soil in
the entire county, the bluff and the bottom, and as before stated,
in these there is no difference of character except the former is
the finer material.

Stone is only found in two or three places in the county and
is restricted to that of limestone. The greatest deposit of this is
located at and adjoining the mills of Mr. James McCoid in sec-
tion 19, township 79, range 42, at the southeast corner of the
town of Logan. These quarries have been quite extensively
worked and considerable quantities used for foundations for build-
ings in the immediate vicinity, as well as being shipped for simi-
lar purposes to Council Bluffs and elsewhere. The stone from
this quarry was used for the foundation to the court house and
jail at Logan. The same limestone outcrops on the right bank
of the Boyer river, one-fourth of a mile below Logan,on the
tract of land owned by Mr. Jas. A. Lusk, the same being in see-
tion 24, township 79, range 43. This last bed of lime-stone fur-
nishes a tolerable building stone, for which purpose it was quar-
ried and used in the old court house in Council Bluffs. The
quarry at the McCoid Mill is covered with nearly fifteen feet of
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the following substances, viz.: eight feet irregular bedded shaly,
impure limestone with clay partings exposed; one foot yellow,
marley clay; two feet black carbonaceous shales; six inches yel-
low clay; one foot blue impure limestone; 2 feet yellow, indur-
ated clay; fifteen feet limestone deposit.

The deposit at the Lusk quarry is a much superior article to
that at the McCoid mill, but owing to the vast amount of earth
covering the same, makes the cost of quarrying so considerable
that the same cannot be successfully operated.

In sections 27 or 28, township 80, range 42, in Boyer town-
ship, near the old site of Donmeyer mills, a bed of reasonably
fair limestone of the thickness of ten or more feet is found.
This is located on the left bank of the Boyer river, two miles
south of Woodbine and six miles north of Logan, from which
considerable quantities of building stone have been quarried, and
at which place in the year 1858 one William Evans owned and
operated a lime kiln, producing the lime from the rock, then
gathered from the bed of the river. Unquestionably there are
many other deposits or beds of stone in the county, which up to
the present time remain undiscovered. At the mouth of Elk
Grove creek, one-fourth mile northeast of Logan, quite a deposit
of limestone is found, but at the present not sufficiently worked
to give the quantum of deposit.

COAL.

Up to the present time no coal deposits have been discovered,
notwithstanding at and near Logan, and six miles northeast, on the
Boyer river, a limited outerop of upper coal strata appears. It
is not improbable that coal may be found by boring, buf the
productive measures lie at the depth of several hundred feet, and
owing to the accessibility of the coal fields in the central and
other parts of the state, it will be some time before the demand
in this county for coal will justify risks and the great expense
incidental to the mining at the depth of four hundred or more
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feet, which is the estimated distance from the surface to the
deposit, if deposit there be.

TIMBER.

The finest growths are not very limited in their extent, and
the distribution thereof has been governed by circumstances fa-
vorable to their preservation. In the deep shaded ravines which
crowd up into the bluffs bordering the Missouri bottoms, all along
the smaller streams, and on the margin of the Missouri river, as
before stated, a belt of from one to six miles in width, the most
vigorous growth of native timber is found. Well up in the in-
terior of the county, in Lagrange, Union and Harrison town-
ships, is found Harris Grove, covering an area of not less than
5,000 acres; then Twelve Mile Grove, in Douglas and Boyer
townships, with her 1,000 acres; Bigler’s Grove, in Boyer and
Jefferson townships; Union Grove, in Union township; Spen-
cer’s Grove, just north of Missouri Valley, of 2,000 acres; Brown's
Grove, in Calhoun, Taylor and Magnolia townships, the largest
of any; Raglan Grove, in Raglan township; the Spink’s Grove,
in Magnolia and Allen townships; the Flower's Grove, in Jack-
son township; and Warner's Grove, in Harrison township;
together with the innumerable crystalization of excellent timber
in divers other localities, with the artificial groves at each farm
house, places this county, as respects timber, beyond want.

Many of the leading farmers assert that few outlays yield a
better income than that of growing artificial groves. Mr. W.B.
Copeland and Mr. John Wood, in the near vicinity of Logan,
have experimented on this, and being men of mature judgment,
attest that, with reasonable care, a ten-acre ten-year old grove
will furnish an abundance of timber for all practical uses of the
ordinary farm.

There is vastly more timber in the county at the present date
than there was in 1852, at the time the lands in the county were
surveyed by the government, from the fact that the owners



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 41

thereof have kept out the prairie and forest fires, by reason of
which the timber belts have spread out in every direction. Again,
in the past decade, the substitution of wire fences in lieu of the
warping, shrinking cottonwood planks, has given an armistice to
the cottonwood and all other groves. The great demands made
upon the timber belts on the margin of the Missouri river, and
in the canyons along the bluffs, at the time of the building of
the Union Pacific railroad, threatened the entire destruction of
all this timber. But when this road was completed, nineteen
years ago, the demand ceased; and the substituting of wire, as
aforesaid, for fencing, has caused these timber localities to ex-
pand and put on a growth, which at the present time far exceeds
the quantum at the time of the first settlement of the county.

In the past ten years quite a market was at hand for walnut
logs, to be shipped to Chicago and other places, by reason of
which many of these old monarchs of the forest, four or more
feet in diameter, were hewn down and cast upon the cars; still
these will soon be replaced by others more ntimerous and thrifty.

The rivalry in the lumber trade, facilities for shipment by rail
to the many stations in the county, have placed the pine timber
of the north in competition with local mills to such extent that
the former can be had more cheaply than the latter, and the
local mills have gone out of business.

The coal imported out rivals the wood in cheapness, and at a
cost of $3.50 to $4 per cord for wood, the hard and soft coal in all
villages in the county are preferred.

NATURAL GAS

Has not been as yet a production of the county, unless at the
farms of W. H. H. Wright and Mr. 8. J. P. Marsh, in Harrison
township, in the northeast corner of the county. The citizen-
ship of the county at the present have so limited a knowledge
in respect to this modern production of nature’s great labora-
tory, located thousands of feet below the surface, that little or
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no efforts have been made in order to ascertain its whereabouts.
In these times, when the real is so astonishing that in many in-
stances fiction is eclipsed, it may not be amiss to suggest that in
less than five years there would be such finds of gas in the county
as would wholly revolutionize the cost of steam power and the
manner of the obtainment of fuel. Until then we will wait and
see.

In the matter of iron ores, there are none; and as respects the
clay for bricks, few localities but are well supplied. Extensive
brick manufacturing is profitably carried on at River Sioux,
Mondamin, Missouri Valley, Logan, Woodbine, Dunlap and
Persia.

AGRICULITURE

Is the chosen means of livelihood of ninety-hundredths of the
people of the county at the present day. This, not affording the
readiest way to financial greatness, without question, is the most
honorable as well as the most certain. The wealthy men of this
county to-day are thdy who have ceaselessly toiled from day to
day for the past quarter of a century, at each returning spring
preparing the surface of mother earth for the reception of the
seed, intended to bring forth the golden harvest, and by careful
application to husbandry duty, in the way of proper tillage, have
reaped abundant harvests. Farming in 1888 is very different
from the farming of 1850 and up to 1860. The little granger
of this present age would smile at the simplicity of the imple-
ments used in the early days of settlement. Then the present
improved fancy gang plow, the double drag, corn planter, har-
vester and binder, mower and separator were not known in these
parts, but in lieu thereof the old fashioned, wooden mold-board
and bull-tongue plow, a crotch of a tree and wooden pins sof-
ficed for drag; the corn planter was a man with double team far-
rowing out the rows, a man or woman to drop by hand and then
followed boys with great nigger-hoes, or a man with a * go-
devil,” covering the corn as dropped.
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How many of my readers know what a go-devil is? It was
an implement of husbandry made in the following manner, viz.:
A straight piece of wood for a beam, three or more feet long; to
this was attached two handles, then underneath a strong piece
of wood ten to twelve inches in length, morticed into the beam,
and to this was securely fastened a single shovel such as was
formerly used on a shovel plow. A horse was hitched to this
and the man operating the same followed along in the furrow
just made by the man with the team, the corn being dropped as
aforesaid; this go-devil was raised and lowered so as to strike the
soil immediately in front of each hill, so that the same again
being lifted covered the corn. These kinds of plows, drags, corn
covering machines, as well as the old * Armstrong ”’ mowers and
grain cradles would somewhat indicate to the present farmer
who never used such implements the difficulties under which
farming was carried on in the early days. At that time there
was no necessity for the improved machinery of the present day,
because there then was only necessity for a sufficiency for local
use, and the demands for the product of field or herd did not
extend beyond the limits of the immediate neighborhood. The
yield then was as great as at the present, per acre, but the
limited quantity under cultivation served to supply all demands,
except in and during the winter of 1856 and '57, at and during
which time there was such an extraordinary fall of snow in the
early days of this ever to be remembered winter, that stock could
not subsist on the rushes along the Missouri bottoms, and there
being little or no hay prepared for stock, the entire corn crop in
the county was wholly inadequate to supply provender for the
thousands of starving cattle then at the mercy of the storm,
wolf, Indizn and man. During this winter the entire corn crop
of the county was consumed in a great measure in supplying
feed for these starving herds, and as a sequence, in the early
spring this “king of the slope” was readily sold at $2.50 per
bushel. I might be permitted this remark right here: that with
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the railroad facilities which this county now possesses, such a
condition of things would not happen, from the fact that relief
could now be furnished, which under the oid order of things
could not be remedied.

What would our young farmers think of tramping out a grist
of wheat for milling purposes by using four orsix horses, having
them go around and around in a circle until the grain was
separated from the straw, in order to have a biscuit for break-
fast? How many of these young scions of farmer lineage could
stand in front of the cylinder of an old chaff-piler and rake
away the straw from the machine, and keep this well up for
one or two days at a time? How kindly would they take to the
old manner of separating the wheat from the chaff and straw, by
working an ordinary sheet so as to produce a sufficiency of wind
to drive the chaff and straws beyond the pure golden grains?
This was, under the circumstances existing at that time, neces-
sitated by reason of the fact that this was the means at hand
for the accomplishment of the end, and they of the fifties
accepted the conditions as readily as they of the present who
load into the wagon the well cleaned bushels of wheat, cart
the same to the nearest railroad station, sell the same for cash
and then at the nearest provision store purchase the fine flour
manufactured at the mills at Minneapolis, Dakota or in Kansas.
Suppose there was neither railroad nor mill within fifty or a
hundred miles of the neighborhood—the last particle of flour or
meal had been used for the last breakfast; how ancient would it
appear for our people to take an old piece of tin—say six inches
by ten inches, perforate the same by the use of some sharp
poiuted instrument and then attach this to some board or other
substance, and this when completed, go to work and by rub-
bing over the rough surface of this tin mill, grate a sufficient
quantity of corn on the cob to provide for a small family of six
or ten, and the usual amount of visitors, say half a dozen—would
not this seem a hardship that few would like to undertake in
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these days of advancement? Such was the every day occurrence
in this county thirty-six years ago.

As before stated, the old plow, drag, scythe and snath, chaff-
piler, corn grater and cradle for cutting grain, are thrown aside,
being superseded by the single or gang sulky plow, the nicely
constructed and efficient drag, the separator which measures into
the half hushel the golden grain, threshed and cleaned from the
straw, the mower, which by one man and team of horses sever
from the surface of the meadow more grass in one day than
four men could by the use of the old “ Armstrong mower,” in
the same time, and then the harvester, which one man operates,
doing as much labor in a day by the assistance for four horses
attached thereto as could be accoraplished by ten or twelve men
under the old order of things; then the corn planter which now
graces the sheds (or is suffered to stand in the fence corners) of
nearly every farm, saves much of the wear and tear of muscle.
One man, team, corn-planter and check-row, now places the
corn in the ground more precisely than ever was done by hand,
and gives to the farmer a chance to place his crop in the ground
as fast as he prepares the soil, so that when done plowing, if a
favorable season is had, the portion of the field or crop first
planted is ready for the plow by the time the planting is finished.

The harvest time, dreaded by all the housewives, no longer
ushers in a season of toil, hurry, vexations and unstinted drudg-
ery, but in fact scarcely produces any change in the quantum of
household duties from that of other ordinary times. The farmer
by the use of his harvester and binder quietly severs and binds
twelve to sixteen acres of wheat or oats per day, and by the
assistance of one or two men, the same is found in shock by the
time the day’s work is completed. The old-fashioned shovel-
plow, which once was supposed to be the embodiment of all that
was grand and great in uprooting the b.elligerent sunflower or
glory vine, in the corn field, has been retired on full pay, and tke
more effective sulky or walking double cultivator substituted in
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its place. This implement of husbandry, in a soil like that
in this county, enables one man, if diligent in business, fer-
vent in spirit and constantly in the corn field, to success-
fully farm forty or fifty acres of corn each season. The young
farmer, whose only experience has been the sowing of * wild
oats,” would be entirely out of his latitude in shouldering a
bushel of wheat and evenly scattering the same over the soil
so as to feel secure of a good stand, yet while there may be
an absence of this early art, there exists a practical knowledge
of running u seeder, by the use of which the grain is more
evenly distributed on the soil, and accomplished without the break-
ing of backbone and cramping of limbs, which was the usual
experience of those on whom fell the tasks of sowing after the
manner of their fathers.
CORN IS KING,

Within the limits of this county, and not this county alone, but
within the limits of the entire Missouri valley, and as far west
as the corn belt reaches. By the production of this cereal, the
farmer lives, moves and has his financial being. In the cul-
tivation and production of corn, there is to the farmer a cer-
tainty of livelihood such as no other character of grain affords.
This is due to the splendid gualities of the soil for this particular
crop. That which fits the soil within the limits of the county, as
well as in all other places like circumstanced, for the production of
corn and tame grasses, without any seeming diminution from
year to year, is the fact that the soil not only withstands pro-
tracted drouths without perceptible lessening of production, but
also is proof against the drowning out process, which is the curse
of so many localities east and elsewhere. And why is this con-
dition? Because, it is perfectly under-drained in consequence
of the porosity and depth of the deposit of which it constitutes
a part, and containing no clay, it never becomes “sticky” and never
bakes in times of drouth. In the dry or drouthy time moisture
is furnished from the constant and ever present dampness under
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the surface of the soil, and when rains come with such constancy
and in such abundance, as is sometimes experienced, that which
is not carried away by the natural drainage is swallowed up by
the porosity of the soil.

The land which in the early days of settlement was thought to
be worthless, has proven to be the best for the production of this
crop. Then, all that part of the county which lay tangent to the
Missouri river was labelled worthless, but since land has become
quite valuable in all other parts of the county, this land, which
has been made by accretion, or such locations at places which
formerly constituted the old Missouri river beds, being improved
and rendered arable, has given back to the person cultivating the
same a better yield than in any other part of the entire county.
In the townships of Cincinnati, Clay and Morgan, that part
thereof which during the year 1887 was planted to corn, though
the soil was the old river beds or accretions made by the receding
of the Missouri river from the Iowa shore, has in many instances
yielded eighty to ninety bushels of corn in the ear per acre; while
that on the prairie out east from this timber belt, falls short of
this twenty or more bushels to the acre.

By referring to the former census of this state, I find that in
1860, the live stock and farm production of this county for that
year amounted to $115,837, and that in the year of 1880 the same
had increased to the sum of $1,277,995. By the same authority,
the farms in the county for the year of 1860 were valued at
$29,010, and the farming implements for the same year, at
$25,596, and that during the next score of years the farming
lands had increased in acreage and value, so that the same is
returned at $4,994,438, and the value of implements used at
farming at $250,377.

Tn 1856 the number of bushels of corn raised in the county is
reported at 2,644, while the same retarns show that for the year
1880 the county produced 4,363,991 bushels, and the year 1884,
4,982,923, being a slight falling off from that of the year 1880.
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The quantity of wheat produced in the county for the year
1856 is reported at 6,786 bushels, while the census reports show
for the year 1884, spring wheat to the number of 232,556
bushels.

The yield of corn within the limits of the county during the
year 1887 will not fall short of 6,000,000 bushels; which at the
present price of 36 cents a bushel, gives a return to the farmers
in clear cash of over $2,000,000. Of this, nearly 2,000,000 bush-
els will find its way out of the county by the different railroads,
while the balance, viz.: 4,000,000, will be consumed by the farmers’
stock, used for purposes of food, and retained for feeding pur-
poses for stock during the incoming year. Nearly all the farm-
ers feed their corn crop to the pig or steer, and by this manner
of disposing of the surplus, get better returns than by market-
ing the entire erop; yet this business of raising hogs is attended
with many uncertainties, which at the outset is not contem-
plated.

There were times in this county when farmers felt like flee-
ing the country; times when the production of the vast sand
plains northwest and west, in the form of the innumerable clouds
of grasshoppers, visited the county, in 1858, 1867, 1871, 1875
1876; but the festive grasshopper, in all his power of destruct-
iveness, never caused half the loss to the farmer as the *“ hog
cholera.” At different times many of the most extensive farm-
ers, they who have given hog-raising their most careful atten-
tion, have been compelled to stand quietly by and witness their
entire herds swept away by this dreaded disease, without being
able to stay the wholesale destruction.

In a country like this, where the little porker or Durham calf
is an object of admiration to the farmer, they receive better care
than in places where they are not used as sacks in which the
product of the country is carried to market.

Mr. Hog, by receiving good care, ripens at the age of ten months
or a year, and as soon as such ripening process has taken place
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he affords the owner an opportunity, irrespective of the seasons,
to replenish his bank account. Up to 1866 there was only one
season in the year when hogs became ripe enough to bring cash,
and that was at the first of the winter. This condition has un-
dergone a radical change, for now, as above stated, he is in con-
dition for market whenever there is sufficient fat and size.

This process of manufacturing corn into lard and muscle re-
duces the amount of pounds in the way of shipments, so that in
the hog’s skin there is placed 200 pounds, which at five cents per
pound, would amount to $10; this $10 would represent forty
bushels of corn, at twenty-five cents a bushel; and then this corn
at seventy pounds to the bushel, would weigh 2,800 pounds;
hence, a blind man could readily discover a difference in the way
of freightage to the number of 2,600 pounds.

By conversation with the different shippers in the county, also
aided, indirectly, by the railroad station agents in the employ of
the three roads in the county, I find, as nearly as the facts can
be gleaned from this source, that during the past year, com-
mencing on the 1st day of September, 1886, and ending on the
1st day of September, 1887, there were shipped from this county
1,150 cars of hogs to the different markets, viz.: Chicago, Omaha,
Council Bluffs and Sioux City. Xach of these contained on an
average sixty-five head, which, for the year last named, would
make a showing of 74,750 head; then supposing that each an-
imal would average 230 pounds, they altogether would sum up
18,687,500 pounds, which, at four and one-half cents per pound,
would indicate an income of $820,937.50 to the county from this
one industry.


http:820,937.50

50 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

The different places of shipment, during the time last named,
make the following showing, viz.:

00 210 cars.
Dunlap. .. oo vt et e 170 cars.
T TZ70 5o 13571 PSS 150 cars.
Mondamin. .. oo vrve e ettt e e 160 cars.
Missouri Valley...oovniviniieeiviiieincen. serenuees 100 cars.
RIVEr SIOUXK . v cesenionveecarone savsronesnsensaconnnns 100 cars.
Modale. e eener ittt e i it e 80 cars.
California Juncblon. .....ooveieriiiir triiiiieiiieiinns 80 cars.
PerSia. s e ettt i e i et e, 80 cars.

This statement would have been backed by the report from the
different stations, but this could not be obtained from the rail-
roads, from the fact that the several station agents were willing
to furnish a statement from the books of the different offices,
but were by the orders of the managers of the roads prohibited
from so doing. The same is true as to all classes of shipments
from the county, respeeting the products of the county, which
have found outlet over these different roads. Why there should
be such reticence on the part of the railroads I cannot conjec-
ture, unless they are not desirous that it should be known that
from the hog industry of this county alone they are in receipt
of the snug little sum of $57,500 per year in the matter of fur-
nishing transportation, at the present charge of $50 per car to
Chicago.

From the 1st of December, A. D. 1886, to the 1st day of Decem-
ber, A. D. 1887, there was shipped from this county 1,535,000
bushels of corn, generally finding consignments to Chicago.
The following represents the number of bushels shipped from
the different stations, viz.:

Mondamin ... vvvvein ittt e eiaaaa 240,000
WOOdbINe. « « vt et ienie ettt e 230,000
70 5 S S 190,000
DUDIAD. .« e e v e e 200,000

River Sioux...... e eteee teeereeeeaetane e e, 160,000
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Modale...ooonuiiiiiitiiiiiiis e 150,000
Missouri Valley. ....ooooiuuiiiiin ey v, 120,000
California Junction.............oovuiii et oo 125,000
Persia....ooooii i 120,000

And, as above stated, if the fact be true that this is carried to
Chicago by rail at the present prices of transportation of nine-
teen cents per hundred, from this matter of the shipment of corn
alone from this county, the railroads would take as their share
$160,407.50.

Mondamin, in Morgan township, bears away the palm as the
largest corn producing neighborhood and market in the county,
and well supports the name of ' Mondamin,” given it by those
who in the employ of the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad Co. had
the naming of the towns along their lines. The name is taken
from Longfellow’s Hiawatha, and very properly and appropriately
names the place.

The raising of cattle is next in importance to that of the
porker, but within the past three or four years has been attended
with financial failure to those engaged therein. This has been
occasioned in consequence of feeders paying too high a price for
the stock to be fed, the price of corn, the unhappy slides in
the market at the time of marketing, and the beef furnished by
the extensive cattle ranges in the far West. Those who are
conversant with the results of feeding stock here during the
time last spoken of, can call to mind very good men who have
gone to the wall financially, by indulging in this hazardous
undertaking. True, many stock raisers have amassed consider-
able fortunes in this undertaking, but they are only such as have
raised their own stock, fed the corn produced on their own prem-
ises, and thus in spite of any slide in the markets, have acquired
a healthy bank account.

The most extensive cattle shipping point in the county at the
present, as well as that which bas maintained this place in th'e
past, is Dunlap. B. J. Moore and George Moorehead, of this
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place last named, are by far the largest cattle dealers in the
county, and have somewhat centralized the shipments at that
point.

Unquestionably no man in the county has done so much to
to improve the blood of cattle as Alfred Longman, now retired
from the business, and residing in the town of Logan; James
A. Lusk, B. J. Moore, of Dunlap; H. B. Cox, of Missouri Valley;
Patrick Morrow and John T. Coffman, of Raglan; Peter Brady
and Stephen King, of Jefferson; and Nelson Boynton of Cal-
houn, have all been very efficient in introducing into each respect-
ive neighborhood, the best blood of Durhams, Devons and Here-
fords. At the present, James MeCoid and Frank Dodson,
of Logan, are the champions of the Jerseys, yet these are used
to a very limited extent at the present. The first to successfully
introduce into the county the handsomely squared up Durhams,
was William Orr, Esq., who formerly resided on the farm now
owned by B. A. Divelbess, of Harris Grove. This gentleman, at
one time, I think in 1871, collected a considerable number of the
best bred he could obtain, as well as chinking in many a scrub.
with handsome form and fatty flanks and made a public sale,
and by the use of a liftle persuasion located near the place of
sale, induced such a degree of competition that many of the pur-
chasers, on calm reflection, had abundant reason to feel that
“blooded " stock had taken a slight advance, if only for one day.

In 1884 there were 271 Durhams, 1 Hereford, 2 Holstein, 21
Jerseys, 5 Black Polled, and 1 Red Polled, all thoroughbred, and
of all kinds, 10,125.

In comparing the horned stock and hog of this date with
that of 1856, little resemblance remains. The ox, which had his
excellent qualities in length of horn, fleetness of foot, and the
pointedness of posterior extremities, as well as the porker of that
day, which was considered fit for the butcher when one extrem-
ity would balance the other, the dividing line being immediately
back of the ears, and which could climb trees, thrust his pro-
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boscis into the woodpecker holes and subsist on the eggs found
therein, have forever passed away, and in place thereof on each
farm is found the Durham, Devon, Hereford, Holstein, or bright-
eyed Jersey, and for hogs, the Berkshire, Poland-China, and an
occasional Chester White.

John Williams of Harris Grove, Benj. Moore of Dunlap, Mr.
Silsby of Jackson, Samuel Baird of Dunlap, Fred Luce of Logan,
3. A. Roach of Missouri Valley, James Roberts of Lincoln,
J. C. Briggs of Missouri Valley, are at present the representa-
tive horsemen of the county. The small breeds in use in 1860
have been entirely supplanted by thelarger class. Mr. Williams
has been very successful in introducing the large Norman, and
in the sale thereof has found the business more remunerative
than at first anticipated.

Mr. Samuel Baird has given striet attention to the breeding of
the Morgan trotting stock, and at present is possessed of a very
superior trotter, which up to the present has only begun to make
her mark.

Mr. Silsby and Mr. C. F. Luse each possesses a very magnificent
horse of the Cleveland Bay stock, which for beauty, far leads all
else. These animals cost $1,000 each, and though not the
strongest or swiftest, yet they are marvels for beauty and docility.

FRUIT GROWING,
In the early days of the settlement, was thought quite impossible
from the fact that but few succeeded in the enterprise, but as
they who have learned from experience refer back to the manner
in which this industry was attempted by themselves or others,
are not surprised that there was quite a total failure in the
undertaking. The trees which then were experimented upon
were brought from a long distance, and the means then at hand
for transportation caused the young trees to be so exposed to the
air that they were dead and fit for kindling wood before being
re-set in the ground. Another mishap was that they who were
attempting to grow an orchard, were at the same time raising a
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herd of young mules or horses, and there never yet has been an
individual who could successfully grow an orchard and a herd of
mules in the same enclosure. The old rule that the stronger
subdues and roots out the weaker held good in this case, for the
long-eared non-multiplying mule withered the blast and like
Pharoah’s lean kine, swallowed up the other.

Mr. John A. McKinney (now deceased) who while in the flesh
resided in Harris Grove, was the first successful apple grower in
the county. As early as 1860 he set out an orchard of the
healthiest young trees he could obtain, and in the care of the
same exercised his best judgment, and demonstrated to the
people of the west that apples could be as readily grown here as
elsewhere. The trees transplanted by him put on an enormous
growth each year, occasioned by the richness and porosity of
the soil, and toremedy this extraordinary growth, the soil at and
around the roots of each tree was packed as solid, by the use
of maul or other instruments, as could be done, and as a sequence,
the trees at the commencement of the cold season were so hard-
ened, that the frost of the winter did not kill them. This mode
of treatment also put the trees to bearing, and from that time
on his trees bore splendidly.

Concurrent with Mr. McKinney, in the same neighborhood,
were Mr. William Tucker, Mr. James Henderson, Mr. James
Rogers and Mr. William Daken, and six or ten miles to the north-
west of these Hon. Phineas Cadwell and Elijah Palmer of Big-
lers’ Grove, Mr. Patrick Morrow, a resident of the Soldier Val-
ley, and Josiah Crom, then residing near the old town of Mag-
nolia. These gentlemen all had full faith in the productive quali-
ties of this soil and climate, in the matter of the successful
growing of fruit, and by persistent efforts demonstrated that
this was emphatically a fruit growing country.

In 1863 there were only 101 bearing trees and 4,424 not bear-
ing trees in the limits of the county, and from this small show-
ing the same territory in 1884 possessed 31,194 apple bearing
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trees, then yielding 27,410 bushels. At no time in the history of
the county has there ever been any yield so abundant as the year
of 1887, nor could the quality be surpassed in any place. The
yield of apples within this county for the last year named will
not fall short of 40,000 bushels, while the varieties and quality
equal if not surpass any in the United States.

At the Harrison County Fair, held at Missouri Valley in Oc-
tober, 1887, the exhibition of apples, cherries, grapes, plums, etc.,
the production of Harrison county orchard and garden, while
not equal in quantity to that on exhibition the same year at Des
Moines, during the State Fair, nevertheless very many who
compared the qualities at both places, unhesitatingly said that
the exhibition of the product of this county surpassed any on
exhibition at the State Fair.

The successful orchardists of the county at the present are
Capt. Geo. S. Bacon of Magnolia, who at the present has nearly
3,500 bearing trees; John W. Wood of the same township, with
a magnificent young orchard in fine bearing condition; John
Williams, James Rogers, H. V. Armstrong, James Henderson
and William Tucker, of Harris Grove; John T. Coffman and
numerous others, of Raglan; D. F. Eaton, J. B. Akers, Hiram
Smith, Dr. J. H. Rice, all near Magnolia; Col. F. W. Hart, J. H.
M. Edwards, James McCoid and Henry Reel, in the near vicinity
of Logan; H. B. Cox,and a vast numnber of others, near Missouri
Valley; Mr. Wadsworth, at Calhoun; Mr. Henry DeCou and the
Pugsley Brothers, Mr. Jas. H. Farnsworth, and an innumerable
number of others that time forbids to mention. All produce
alarge quantity of apples per year; and the citizens of the county
are no longer necessitated to send to Missouri or Michigan for
this luxury. The names above given only designate the princi-
pal apple-growers at this date, while there are hundreds of others
who not only produce a sufficiency for their own use, but have

parts of their crops for sale. ‘
During the fall of 1887, Captain Bacon shipped quite a large
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quantity of the product of his orchard to Des Moines, from the
fact, as was stated by him, that his fruit was the finest to be
found in the market at that place.

The leading sorts, or varieties, of standard apple trees which
weather the blast and land, at last in good shape, in the spring,
are the following, viz.:

Summer Apples—Astrachan, red; Benoni, Duchess of Olden-
burg, Barly Harvest and Pennock, Fourth of July, Golden Sweet,
Keswick Codlin, Red June, and Sops of Wine.

Autumn Apples—Baily Sweet, Strawberry, Fameuse, Maiden's
Blush, Rambo, Twenty-ounce, and Wealthy.

Winter Apples—Dominie, English Golden Russet, Golden
Pippin, Janet or Janeton, Jonathan, Limber Twig, Ben Davis,
Northern Spy, Perry Russet, Utter’s Large Red, Seek-no-further,
Willow Twig and Winesap.

These have been well tried by the most competent orchardists
and pronounced to be the hardiest and best varieties for this soil
and climate.

Of all the varieties last above named, none are as profitable to
the grower as the Ben Davis, from the fact that this variety is a
vigorous grower, hardy, and withal a splendid bearer. While
it is conceded that the Ben Davis apple, when compared to the
majority of those herein named, bears the same comparison
thereto as does the old-fashioned, large, red Irish potatoe, to the
Pink-eye, Early Rose, etc., yet there is a charm in the appear-
ance of this apple which never fails to procure a purchaser.

Some of the readers may think that the above figures, of
40,000 bushels of apples, the product of the county for the year
1887, somewhat strained. but a moment’s reflection will convince
the most skeptical that the statement is very nearly correct, from
the fact that one man alone, viz.: Capt. Bacon, gathered from his
orchard 5,000 of winter and 1,000 bushels of autumn apples—
this being one-seventh, there can be no question but that the
remainder of the orchards in the county produce the other six-
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sevenths. These 5,000 bushels selling at $1.00 per bushel for the
winter, and the 1,000 autumn at 75 cents per bushel, makes a
very entertaining revenue to the owner.

The cherry is a perfect success, and in 1884 there were 3,795
bearing trees, furnishing a yield of 1,312 bushels.

Grapes are as easily raised as corn. What I wish to say, is
this: that but little effort in the way of transplanting of slips is
needed, and when once in the ground, the same care given to
them as should be given to the corn, assures a vigorous, healthy
growth. This county in the year 1884, produced 134,468 pounds
of grapes, equal to 672 tons.

Plums are natural, and make themselves at home in the soil
here as if they had existed soon after Noah's flood. The Miner,
Wild Goose, and divers other varieties bear splendidly. Thirty
years last past, there could be found among the thickets of wild
plum trees more than fifty different varieties, and of such size
and flavor as cannot be had at this day and date. Many times
those of the freestone quality, and as large as peaches, could be
found, then a deep red plum, as round as an unhulled walnut,
and equal the latter in size. These varieties have all yielded to
the prairie fires, or the equally unmerciful breaking plow.

RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURE.

Through the politeness of Mr. Jacob T. Stern, of Logan, Iowa,
I am furnished with a report of the average rainfall and tem-
perature of each year, from 1860 to 1885, of this county, for
which T at this time tender him my sincere thanks.

In 1860, Mr. Stern, then a resident on Lynnwoad farm,
in Harris Grove, in this county, was appointed by the Smith-
sonian Institute to keep a record of the rainfall and temperature
of this locality and report the same to that institution, once per
month, which Mr. Stern promptly performed until this business
was taken out of the hands of the aforesaid institution by the
War Department, since which time Father Stern has been con-
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tinued in position and reported as formerly, once per month, to
the proper officer. When Mr. Stern first took upon himself this
task, there was not another station west of Des Moines, which
status continued for more than ten years. This business of keep-
a record of the rainfall and temperature of each year, was done
by Mr. Stern for his own satisfaction and the reporting thereof
to the Smithsonian Institute and War Department, an act pro
bono publico, and like the old gospel plan of salvation, without
money and without price.

I take great pride in having the privilege of inserting this
report herein, from the fact that there is not another report of
this character of any county west of Des Moines, nor can there
be, because no such record was kept.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURE.

1861—26. inches.......... 43.080 | 1875—42. inches.......... 44 %41
1862—935.6  ““ .......... 45. 40 | 1876—28.8 “ .......... 46. 88
1863—20. N 47. 67 1877—45.7 e 49. 41
1864—24.5 ¢ .......... 48, 00 | 1878—46.9 “ .......... 53. 80
1865—-34.1 foie ae 0. 49.90 ] 1879—324 ¢ ... .. 49. 89
1866—24.2  “ .......... 47. 50 | 1880—25.8 ¢ .......... 50. 55
1867—28.7 . 45, 50 | 1881—57.5 s

1868—35.7 ¢ ..., ... 45, 85 | 1882—37.3 ¢«

1869—50.5 e e 45. 53 1823—39.9 “

1870—24.9  « 1884 —36.6 ‘

1871—27. N 1885—43.3

1072—33.9  « —

1873—46.7 Av. 34.6

1874—28. *



CHAPTER II.

SETTLEMENT.

IT has long been supposed that this part, as well as all of Towa,
was inhabited by a race of people prior to the time of its occu-
pancy by the Indian or red race. Some suppose that this people
were the mound builders, from the fact that there existsat this day
very many mounds in different parts of the county possessing a
wonderful degree of preservation. These mounds have a uni-
form diameter and all measure quite the same height, or so nearly
s0, that unless resort was had to actual measurement every be-
holder would be compelled to say that they were all constructed
after the same pattern. The length of time intervening since
these were constructed is unknown to the oldest settler, for they
who have lived in the immediate neighborhoods of these say
that there has not been within the last thirty-seven years the
least perceptible change in the appearance of either and that at
the present they are the same as they were when first seen
by the present whites. When built and by whom, neither
record, memory nor tradition informs us of the present, but 1t is
improbable to suppose that they are the handiwork of nature,
from the fact there would have been some of them located in
places not commanding the most magnificent views of the entire
surrounding country; for be it known that not one of all these
mounds, observatories or burial places exists, without possessing
a most magnificent view of the surrounding country. Nature,
in the exhibition of her freaks of fanecy, would not have selected
on each occasion these prominent bluff points. Some contend
that these were used as observatories; others advance the opin-
ion that they are the ruins of sodhouses, built in the long ago, and

(39)



60 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

were constructed in a circular form and were drawn in, layer by
layer, until the top or orifice, at the top, left sufficient space for
the escape of smoke; while others, seemingly as sanguine, con-
tend that these are the burial places of the illustrious dead of
some Indian tribe, or some former race ante-dating the Indian.

The two largest and most imposing groups of these are located
as follows: The first on the farm formerly owned by Mr. Wm.,
McDonald, near the old town of Calhoun; here there are six
mounds, each ninety feet in diameter and quite fifteen feet
in height, and all in a direct line running north and south, and
from fifteen to twenty rods apart. The other bevy is on the
farm of Mr. A. W. Locklin, north of those just mentioned, and
located on section 7, township 79, range 43. In this row there
are twelve of same size and of identical appearance as those on
the McDonald farm, and are in a row north and south direct,
having the same space intervening. These last named are the
most imposing group in the county, for at and near this place,
in a ravine or hollow near by, numerous stone hatchets, stone
sledges. pieces of pottery of a make unknown at the present, as
well as curious specimens of copper, ornamental tools or instru-
ments, have been found at the depth of twenty-four and more
feet from the surface of the soil.

The specimens of pottery taken from this ravine last named
are apparently formed by the following method, viz.: the centre
of the same is composed of fine gravel cemented together, then
a thin layer of earthen substance, and this, without any glazing
process, is burned, so that the qualities of the same for preserv-
ing fluids from escaping therefrom isin the inside of the mater-
ial, rather than on the outside, as is the custom of the present
day. These present the appearance of dishes, small skillets,
drinking cups and jars. At thesame place, just between the res-
dence of Mr. H. H. Locklin and his father Mr. A. W. Locklin,
the spring rain, freshets and atmospheric action, have excavated
or gouged out a gully in the hill, and on the 10th day of May,
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1888, at the bottom of this washout, and twenty-five feet from
the surface of the earth, a well preserved cedar tree was found,
some twenty inches in diameter, and immediately over this stood
a large white oak tree, at least four feet in diameter, not less
than one thousand years old. Near the same cedar was a number
of old buffalo skulls which had washed out of the banks, having
been buried in the ground fifteen feet or more. Where did this
cedar come from, and how long has it been taking a * Rip Van-
Winkle” nap?

The oak above referred to, without question, has made its
growth since the burial of the cedar, and the animal skeletons
could only have place by artificial burial, since the growth of
the tree, or else have had place there before the growing of this
king of the forest. A son of Mr. H. H. Locklin has in his pos-
session the under jaw-bone of some animal of wonderful size
found in this same place. This bone only represents the one
side, is four feet long, with three grinding teeth and one tooth
in front, of the tearing kind. The grinders are three inches by
two and a half on the cap or crown, and the front tooth is quite
three inches in width by quite one in thickness. Near the same
place where these mounds last spoken of are located, Mr. P, R,
Shupe, who resides adjoining the farm of Mr. Locklin, in the
spring of 1886, while plowing in the field of Mr. Locklin, and at
alocality quite near the mounds, thought he recognized his plow
striking a stone or some other hard substance, and being of an
inquiring disposition, went to the house, gota spade and dug down
into the earth about eighteen inches and found a sort of furnace
constructed of bricks. These bricks were six inches by six
inches and two inches think, burned to a deep red, and hard as
any of the hardest brick of the present age. This furnace was
three feet by two and a half and ran up to the height of four
feet. How did this come there, is the query of the neighbor-
hood, from the fact that Mr. Locklin has lived upon this farm
for the last thirty-five years, was the first settler thereon, and
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no person could have placed the same there unless the same
would have been known to him, and besides no such bricks
were ever manufactured in the county, unless within the last
year, paving brick have been so manufacted. There can be no
question that these bricks have laid hidden in the earth at this
place for the last forty years, and how much greater period of
time each can guess for himself.

An old Indian trail passed within twenty feet of hoth of these
groups, being on the east side thereof, and so constantly had
been the travel thereon, that in 1848 the little path was worn
into the soil six to ten inches.

There are two mounds in section 35, township 80, range 44, in
Raglan township, which are of the same as last described; each
in a direct line north and south, and located at the highest point
on the bluff, which possess the grandest view of the surrounding
country in that immediate neighborhood. Staunding on either
of these, all the country to the west, northwest and south lies
spread out to the view of the beholder, and furnishes such a vast-
ness of territory that the eye tires in trying to mark the swells
of prairie, the belts of timber that intervene, until all mellow
down into lines of light and shadow.

It these mounds were used as places for burial, unquestionably
some noted old warrior had signalized himself in some conspicu-
ous battle, and had been accorded a burial like the triumphs
given the old Roman Generals, when returning with the laurels
of victory. The opinion which seems to find the greater support
is this: that these mounds were ruins of sod-houses, such as were
constructed by the Omahas, for there are yet persons residing in
our midst who have seen the sod-houses of this tribe, and from
their description little doubt remains as to the former use of
these ruins, which are so numerous and of which so little, at the
present, is known.

Perhaps the most noted mounds in all the neighborhoods are
those in or upon the farm of Mr. Jesse J. Peck, near the line of
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Harrison county on the north, in Monona county. Here are
three separate, distinct mounds, which are situate some two hun-
dred yards from the bluffs, on the west side or west bank of the
Soldier river, and are of such dimensions as to eclipse any on the
bluffs in Harrison county. At the locus of these they seem sev-
ered from the bluff, and are so situate that it is hard to conjec-
ture the purpose and intent of their construction. These evi-
dently were not the handiwork of the Creator, but unquestion-
ably give evidence of human workmanship, for at the place
where the same are located, the Soldier bottoms are nearly one
mile in width, three-fourths of this distance being on the right
or west bank. These at the base, at the present, are quite two
hundred feet in diameter and thirty feet in height, presenting
an appearance as uniform as though the same had been made by
the deposit of earth at these places by human hands. Asin all
other mounds in the county, they possess the finest status for
an extended view of the country that could possibly be selected.

On the farm of Mr. D. W. Kennedy, in section 3, township
79, range 42, on Six Mile Creek, in Jefferson township, there is
a large mound which has been the wonder of the people of the
county for the last forty years. This, though the very largest
in the county, presents, as is the case of all others, such appear-
ances as beyond doubt convince the behoider that the same is
not the natural condition in which the surface of the land was
left by unseen agencies, but was the result of the labor of human
hands.

Could men, in the rush and hurly-burly of life, spare sufficient
time by which to explore these different mounds, much might
be learned as to the origin thereof; but so long as the Almighty
Dollar is the objective point, and the capture of this the entire
business of life, there is little care as to what race of persons
constructed this or that mound, so long as it is known that there
is not a dollar hid beneath their surface.

Some of the most notable implements that have fallen into
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the possession of the present residents of this county are now
before me, and can be described as follows, viz.: Stone sledges,
hatchets,darts of stone, spear heads, stone ripping or butchering
knives, and stone troughs used for the purpose of pulverizing or
mashing corn or other articles of food. Here is a stone sledge,
weighing exactly eight pounds, and astone hatchet, both found on
the farm of Mr. James Henderson, a short distance from Reed-
ers’ Mills. As above stated, the stone hammer weighs exactly
eight pounds, and is as justly balanced as any made by the most
skillful worker in iron of the present age. This is made out of
the hard flint stone, like unto that which is seen so frequently
on the surface of the soil in the central or eastern part of the
State, and instead of having an eye for the helve, has a large
groove cut entirely around it in the middle, to the width of one
and one-half inch and to the depth of half an inch.

This groove served the same purpose as does the eye to the
modern sledge hammer; was the way by which the helve was
attached to the implement; for those who have lived thirty-six
or more years in the county say at and about the time they first
settled here, they often found these stone hammers or hatchets,
with the helve attached thereto, in the following manner: the
helve nicely fitted in a groove and the smaller ends of the same
so skillfully knotted and fastened to the helve that this handle
was as firmly fastened to the sledge or hatchet asit could be done
in the modern way of placing the helvein the eye. The hatchet
i1s of the same material as the sledge, and is a little beauty,
weighing six and one-fourth ounces, and polished as smoothly
as the monument in the modern graveyard. These, just de-
scribed, belong to a collection of Dr. J. L. Witt, of Logan.
Three other sledges are in my possession; one presented me by
Lehi Ellison, of Cass township; one by Mr. Snyder, ex-County
Surveyor, and the other by Benj. Purcell, jr., of Boyer township.
These are the same as the one last deseribed, but vary a little in
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weight and finish; there being two of them which indicate that
they have seen hard service at some time in the far past.

Mr. Henry Young, residing one mile north of Logan, presents
me a stone hatchet which he found twenty years ago in a spring
of water, in a grove of timber near town, known as the Reel’s
Grove. This is one pound three ounces heavier than the one be-
longing to Dr. Witt, yet, in every respect, suggests that it was
hewn from the same rock and chipped out by the same or similar
hands. The one last mentioned is five and one-half inches in
length, with the groove within one-half inch of the poll, the
sides nicely rounded and the outer parts concave.

Prof. J. D. Hornby has called my attention to one of his col-
lection, in all respects similar to those above named, except that
it is a medium in size. I have in my possession sixteen speci-
mens of the sledge and hatchet variety, all varying in size, and
gome very handsome specimens of handiwork; but the most
peculiar and curious evidence of past conditions that has met my
observation, is in the nature of a stone mortar found on the
farm of Pierson Vore, in Harris Grove,in 1852. Thisisa cavity
scooped out of a flint stone fifteen inches in thickness, eighteen
and twenty-eight inches in length and width. This cavity is of
the depth of six inches, being an oblong—and looking a little
like an old-time sugar trough. This has unquestionably seen
hard service as a mortar, in which corn and other articles for
food were cracked or pulverized by pestle or stone sledge.

In the autumn of 1887, while workmen were excavating the
surface of a parcel of ground preparatory to the laying of a
foundation for a dwelling house on the very point of the bluff in
the southwest of Logan, they at the distance of two feet from
the surface exhumed the skeletons of six persons, whose bones
indicated that they were of the Indian race. This place has been
occupied by Mr. Henry Reel since 1852, and, not to his recollec-
tion, neither to the memory of the oldest inhabitant, had ever
any person or persons been buried at this particular place. The

5
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skull of the larger, as well as the skeletons of ali of the six, unmis-
takably showed that the Indian features were very pronounced. In
this grave, or graves, at the same time was found a stone butcher
or ripping knife, exactly six inches in length, at the widest place
two and three-quarters inches, at no part thicker than one-fourth
of an inch, and on the edge, nearly equidistant, two niches are
cut so as to fasten the same to the handle. This is of the same
flinty material as all the arrow-heads so often found in all parts
of this county and the northern states. Whether these mounds
were built by the Aztec, Toltec, Mound-builders or the Indian is
not known. Each individual is left, as heretofore stated, to form
his own conclusions. The stone sledges, hatchets and darts may
have been the implements of war or those which were carried in
the chase by the Indians, but of what date none can form any
accurate opinion. The opinion finds as much credence, that the
stone sledges were part and parcel of the Indian war club, as that
they were only used for the purpose of mashing the corn or other
edibles, and if used as the business end of the war club, a friend
at my elbow thanks the good Lord that he was not born until
the disappearance of these barbarians.

Great doubts exist in the minds of the present residents of the
county as to which tribe of Indians occupied these lands up to
and until the time of the first settlement in 1847. Some claim
that this was the hunting grounds of the Pottawattamies, others
the Omahas, and by others, who are equally sanguine, that here
the war-like Sioux followed the retreating deer, or woed and won
his dusky maid.

This county being nearer to the southwestern corner of the
state than that of the northwestern, would be really within the
territory belonging to the Pottawattamies, because in June of
1846, the Pottawattamies relinquished all of their rights to their
reservation in southwestern Towa and removed west of the Mis-
sourl river.

The ever treacherous Sioux retained and occupied the north-
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western part of the state until 1853, and the Omahas on the
west side of the Missouri river, having as their central east-
ern border the site on which the city of Omaha is now located,
up to and until 1854,

At frequent intervals since 1849, disintegrated pafts of the
Omahas and Pottawattamies have hunted and fished in this
county, and frow them it is learned that at some time during the
forties the Omahas and Pottawattamies banded together, met and
fought a severe and protracted battle with the Sioux at and near
the Smith lake, within two miles of the village of Little Sioux.

The question then between these belligerent tribes, was the
boundary question, the Pottawattamies claiming that the Little
Sioux river was the boundary between them and the Sioux
and that the latter had trespassed on the hunting grounds
belonging to them, which resulted in the Sioux exterminating a
party of Pottawattamie braves, whom they canght unexpectedly
on the banks of the Soldier not far from the present residence
of Freely Myers, near the present site of Calhoun. This so ex-
asperated the Pottawattamies that they procured the assistance
of the Omahas. The two tribes thus joining their fortunes and
strength, marched against the Sioux when the two armies met as
above stated near the Smith Lake and fought the battle to a finish,
in which the Sioux were badly whipped and forever relinquished
all claim to the territory on the right bank of the Little Sioux
river. This statement, though legendary, nevertheless finds
confirmation in the present fact that all along the bluffs on
the left bank of the Smith Lake, at each recurring year, numer-
ous skeletons of the Indian, by the action of the winds and rain,
protrude from the surface of the bluff.

American history has no more mournful page than that of
the gradual disappearance of the Indians, the first proprietors of
the soil. This disappearance in civilized America is unique, uni-
form, sorrowful and natural. This land, as before stated, was
possessed by the Indian; the bu ftalo, elk and deer were his herds,
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partaking of his nature and participating in his nomadic habits.
The bear, panther and wolf prowled around his wigwam until
the Indian made friends with the wolf, and imparted to him a
domestication wonderfully like his own.

The pony, wild as the Indian, served him well in the chase.
The wild apple, plum and grape, with those other fruits that
disappear upon the approach of the plow and other implements
of culture, afforded to the Indian his pleasant summer sweets
and acids, and here the wild man, the wild fruits and
beasts lived and flourished together. But when the white
man came, before him the enchanting dream of perpetual
dominion fled as a vision forever. The buffalo heard - the
peculiar strange sound of the voice of the white man, and
moved his herds as an army stampeding from an enemy. The
Indian saw his herds retreating from him and mounted his pony—
the reason was natural—the Indian’s food was in the buffalo,
deer and elk, and his clothing upon them.

Everything since then is changed. The rosin-weed has given
place to the corn-field, the natural grasses have been choked out
by the timothy, clover and blue grass; the crab apple has
yielded to the Rambo, Pippin and Jonathan; the wild sour grape,
that clambered to the pinnacle of the great trees, or grew in such
abundance in swamps, has been supplanted by the Concord and
Catawba ; there has been a change in the animal domestics; the
Durham, the Devonshire, Jersey, the Alderney and the Hereford
now peacefully graze, perchance, on the same spot where form-
erly the buffalo grazed and rested and fatted in peace. In place
of the diminutive mustang, the blooded Morgan, Conestoga
and Percheron Clydesdales fill the stalls; the herds of wander-
ing deer are of the past, and are only reproduced by the flocks
of the more timid harwmless sheep.

Greater has been the change 1n the popular habitations. The
wigwam and lodge, the shelter of leaves and caves in the earth,
have given away to the neatly furnished cottage and spacious
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mansions, as the abiding home of culture and industry. A
change also in the education, keeping step to the music of the
times; the war-dance and the chase have been superseded by
schools and colleges and universities.

The religion of the first possessors, which caused the Indian
woman to stand in dread of the medicine man and the prophet
of her tribe, and held her child as the offspring of fate, and wor-
shiped in the gloomy rites of the Great Spirit; now the white
woman bears her child to the temple of the living God, and
lays him a sacrifice upon the altar of Christ in baptism. These
people are no longer a proud nation, with the history of their
warriors preserved in the belt of wampum and repeated on the
battle field, but are melting away in numbers more rapidly than
their history is fading from reeollection; nothing to perpetuate
their memories unless a dreamy vocabulary upon which to found
a tradition or amplify a legend.

Nature is itself destructive, and produces only to destroy, and
measures her power to produce by her capacity to destroy. To
this law man 1s no exception to the general rule. The fish eats
the worm, the snake eats the fish, the swine eats the snake and
man eats the swine. Men destroy each other until the first victim,
the worm, eats the man, and finally the worm imitates the ex-
ample of the man and devours each other. In this fearful circle
of destruction, nature produces, destroys, reproduces and again
destroys herself. When the final ending of this race will be, is
only a conjecture, but at furthest it is not far in the future; they,
like the herds upon which they subsisted, melt away, and will
soon be lost ferever. Now driven to the eastern base or beyond
the * Rockies,” and perhaps within the next two or three score
of years, forced into the unfathomable wave of the placid Pacifie,
shows that but little now remains of that great, brave and war-
like people of two and a half centuries ago.

- For full three centuries the encroachments of the white man
upon the Indian has been aggressive and augured the extinction
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of the red race. Where the Caucasian first begged a place to
piteh his tent, as a refuge from persecution, a system of espion-
age and larceny and unexampled cruelty has characterized his
every step. At first a mendicant, then an equal, then a usurper;
and while they who took pity on the poor wanderers were being
driven from the Hudson, from the Monongahela and the Alle-
gheny slopes, the Mingo Flats, the Tygart Valley, the Mus-
kingum and the Scioto, the Miami and Wabash, constantly on to
the westward until the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers are
reached, rivers that reach out their hands and gather up the
waters of the lakes, hold up the snow of the mountains to the
sun until rivers, streams and rivulets gather from the extremi-
ties of an almost unbounded land and water, and replenish a
country more varied and productive than the valley of the Nile
—on, on toward the setting of the sun. Surely the grandeur,
glory and heroism of their nation is no mbre.

The Indian graves so frequently found now in the county
were, without question the former burial place of the dead of
both Pottawattamie and Omaha, from the fact that the Omahas
in selecting burial places, chose the point of land affording the
broadest expanse of observation in the neighborhood of the then
locus of the tribe or part of tribe. This is instanced in the burial
of Blackbird, the chief of the Omahas, at the place where Omaha
now stands, who, prior to the time of his death, requested that
when he died, he should be taken down to the Missouri river,
his favorite resort, and then be taken to the pinnacle of the
towering bluff, placed on his milk-white war horse, the horse
being alive and there buried, as it were, by surface burial,
so (as he expressed it) he might see the Frenchmen passing
up and down the Missouri river in their boats. Accord-
ing to his request, the ceremony took place in the pres-
ence of the whole nation and several of the fur traders and
Indian agents. The body was placed astride of the horse and the
dead man’s bow was placed in his hands, his shield and quiver
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slung, and his scalps hung from the bridle. He was provided
with flint and steel and tinder to light his pipe, and dried meat
for food on his journey through the happy hunting ground to
the shades of the fathers. His head was surmounted by a head
dress of war eagles’ plumes. Then, when the funeral honors had
been performed by the medicine men, every warrior painted the
the palm and fingers of his right hand with vermillion and im-
pressed them on the milk-white sides of the living horse under-
neath the dead chief. Sods were next placed around the feet and
legs of the horse, and then gradually up its sides, until the whole
of its body was entombed, and even the eagle plumes of the chief
were hidden by this manner of burial. This mound was plainly
visible at Omaha in 1856 and 1857, and for a long time there-
after, and the place is still known as Blackbird’s grave.

The mounds in Raglan and the burial place at the point
of the bluff at the southwest of Logan and on the Locklin
farm are without doubt those of the Omahas, because in the
latter, as heretofore stated, the arrow-points, darts and toma-
hawks, indicate the manner of burial as illustrated in the burial
of Bluebird, the great chief of the Omahas.

The Pottawattamies practiced tree or scaffold burial, for to the
memory of some who are yet in the flesh in the county, as well
as the affirmation of the same subject by Mr. Daniel Brown, Mr.
Amos Chase and Robert Neely, who have in the last decade
passed away, to their own knowledge and observation, tree and
scaffold burial was practiced by the Pottawattamies in 1849
and 1850. In this character of burial, the corpse was well
encased in buffalo robes and blankets, these bound about with
thongs of sinews so as to prevent the robe shroud from being
unloosened by wind or rain, and when thus enrobed the body
was carried high up and placed in the crotch of some old mon-
arch of the forest.

The scaffold burial was quite the same as the former in the
way of the preparation of the corpse, but instead of being lodged
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in the crotch of a tree, stout posts or poles, with forked ends,
were set in the ground, and upon these a flooring of poles was
laid. On this the body of the deceased was laid, and near by were
placed buckets containing water and baskets containing food, so
as to furnish sustenance for the departed while journeying over
the happy hunting ground to meet the Great Spirit. These men
have informed me, that in this rude and peculiar character of
burial, there was as much real and genuine grief exhibited by the
near relatives as is now manifest by those who are denominated
the Christian and superior racs. These vessels and baskets would
be by the mother, father, brother or sister replenished from day
to day with as great degree of earnestness and fidelity as if the
deceased was in fact in need of the rations so regularly and copi-
ously offered. This would continue until decomposition had
taken place to such an extent that nothing was left remaining
but the skeleton, and this remained until decay and time had
wrought such changes that the entire mummy and surroundings
returned again to earth—earth to earth and ashes to ashes.

In the winter of 1851, at and near the school-house, where Jas.
B. McCurley taught school in Harris Grove, there was a large
tree, and in the forks of the same there appeared to be a large
stick of wood, about the length of cord-wood; this, when, re-
moved from the tree, was found to be hollow, having been split
to halves and the inside scooped out, and when finished so as to
suit the fancy of the person making the same, these halves were
replaced and put back into the same position as at first, with this
exception, that in the hollow of this trunk there had been depos-
ited the lifeless remains of some Indian mother’s idol. This,
when opened at the date last named, possessed the skeleton of a
little child.

It is traditioned among the Omahas, that at one period of time,
within the memory of their old men, all that land lying and
being between the bluffs on the lowa side and the bluffs on the
Nebraska side was covered with water; that at that time the
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entire Missouri bottoms were one vast lake; that the Missouri
river then had no channel, and the Indians could pass in the
summer season from the bluffs of the Towa side to the bluffs on
the Nebraska side on horseback. This,at some time in the past,
was undoubtedly true, but whether within the limits of this
present century may reasonably be questioned. There must have
been a channel to the Missouri river in 1804, for at that date
Lewis and Clark ascended the said river to its head-waters; vis-
ited the western borders of Jowa; landed at a point a few miles
below Sioux City, and buried at that time one of their comrades,
Sergeant Floyd, in the bluff at that place, still possessing his
name, Sergeant’s Bluffs.

Awmong the numerous bands of Winnebagoes that, for fishing
purposes, yearly cluster around Smith’s Lake, to which the read-
er's attention has been heretofore called, there existed a belief
that this lake was the place of incarceration of the Evil Spirit,
and that from the bottom of this there are subterranean cause-
ways which lead to and from the abode of the Xvil One, whereby
his satanic majesty is at pleasure permitted to put in an appear-
ance at such times as best suits his fancy and convenience. At
n times these Indians have imagined that they have seen this
monster, and immediately on such appearance they flee the
country, telling the resident whites the cause of their violent
and tempestuous haste. By this means the residents of the
neighborhood have learned this tradition, and some have been
even sufficiently credulous to believe the same, illustrating the
old maxim, that no matter how improbable and foolish the story,
some would be found superstitious enough to believe it.

Apropos, this strange story coming to the ears of two young
divines of the village, they repaired to the lake to fish, and while
there saw some huge fish or animal playfully sporting in the
water of the lake; they immediately left the scene and reported
what had been seen by them, whereupon a young doctor and
two friends from Mondamin, sought the lake so that they too
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might see the “spirit of hell or goblin damned,” and leaving one
of their number on the bank on a cottonwood log to guard the
baggage, the others took boat and cruised for sight of the mon-
ster. While the lone sentinel was keeping watch and guard the
mounster appears to the guard on the cottonwood log, and is
described by him as follows, as well as the manner and weapons
he used to save his life:

*“ How long I watched and waited I do not know, but all at
once my attention was attracted by a wonderful commotion in
the waters of the lake. I could see by the light of the moon
and stars a huge monster which in appearance I can only com-
pare to one of those Enaliosaurian reptiles of Mesozoic times.

“ Tt could not have been less than one hundred and fifty feet
in length, and seemed to be half serpent and half lizard, with
huge arms and hands like a man. After lashing the waters of
the lake into a soapy foam and playing around for some time it
swawn directly for the log on which I was sitting. Its move-
ments were very rapid. My heart stopped beating when I felt
the monster's hot breath in my face. Grabbing for a revolver
that I had ready, my hand first struck the quart bottle, and as I
had no time to waste I hurled it down the monster’s throat with
all the energy that fear gives the human arm. The beast stop-
ped, gagged, and was evidently choking, and while it seemed to
be undergoing its death throes, sought safety in flight. In the
morning we three went to the log expecting to find the serpent
dead, but it was gone. We found the bottle which had been
vomited up, and with it partly digested bologna sausage, cheese,
sardines and watermelon seeds.”

The above article appeared in the columns of The Logan
Observer, of date of September 1, 1887, and is inserted here
to show on what fickle and flimsy basis tradition rests.

On the morning of April Tth of the present year, Mr. Charles
Smith, on going to the bank of this lake, within a few rods of his

*The above is from the racy pen of Dr. McFarlane of Mondamin.
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home, noticed alarge, apparently bloated body lying near the bank
and thinking that one of his yearlings had drowned, shored the
same and found it to be the carcass of a very large fish. Its
size far exceeded any ever seen or taken in the waters of the
Missouri, and the presence thereof caused no little excitement in
the neighborhood. It was of the spoon-bill-cat specie, was
twenty inches across the forehead, six feet ten inches in length
and would have weighed 200 pounds. This, unquestionably was
the fish which had created so much excitement in the neighbor-
hood, and in a few years would have been large enough to take
in another fleeing, disobedient Jonah.

INDIAN TRAILS,

In 1848-9, and to 1855, were well marked, and at even a later
date, could be easily distinguished. The first of these trails to
which I will call attention, is one which followed up the divide
near the old traveled road from Harris Grove to Crescent City,
in Pottwattamie county; this, in the center of Harris Grove, was
intersected by one which followed up the divide, reaching down
to the farm of Joe Hills at the brow of the bluffs on the Mis-
sourl bottoms, on the north line of the county last named. This
trail followed up Harris Grove creek on the east bank, crossing
the little creek last named, near three-fourths of a mile east of
the place now known as Reeder’s Mills, thence in a northwest-
erly direction to Elk Grove; then a little north of east to Six-
mile Grove, crossing Six-mile creek a little west of the farm of
Mr. Jason Hunt (the same on which Mr. Hunt has nearly con-
stantly resided for the past thirty-three years); thence to a little
grove, formerly known as Braden's Grove; thence to Twelve-
mile Grove, crossing the farm of Mr. Matthew Hall, as well as
the farm of old Mr. Mefford; thence crossing the Picayune
creek, near or quite at the place where Mr. Samuel De Cou now
resides and possesses so handsome a farm; rising the divide from
the place last named, the trail parted into three directions, one
to Bee-tree Grove, one to Coon Grove and the other direct to
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Galland’s Grove, in Shelby county. At and near the present
location of the correction line in Harris Grove, the trail last
spoken of branched off to the east and ran direct, by the divides
as nearly as could be had, to the nearest point on the Nishna-
botna, in Shelby county. Another trail followed up the brow
of the bluffs, from Joe Hills’, as herein named, crossing the Boyer
river, at a point where the vigorous town of Missouri Valley is
now located, then known as McIntosh’s Point; and there rising
the bluffs to the high divide, followed on to Spencer’s Grove,
thence in a northwesterly direction, touching Reel's Grove near
the present county seat, Logan; thence along the high di-
vide, in a northeasterly direction, to Bigler's Grove, and from
that location in the direction last named to what is now known
as Weimer's Grove (then known as Dunham’s Grove), on the
north line of the county, and from there on toward Boyer
Lake, the head of the Boyer river. An old trail came in to the
bluffs, just west of the present handsome homestead of Mr.
Henry Garner, in Raglan township, followed down the edge of
the bluffs, along the bottoms until it reached the old farm origi-
nally squatted upon and entered by Mr. Ira Perjue, about one-
half mile northwest of the present site of old Calhoun, at which
point it raised the back-bone or gradually elongated bluff, passed
within fifty feet to the east of a collection of mounds, number-
ing six in all, which, at the present writing, are as marked and
perceptible as they were thirty years ago. To these mounds, the
attention of the reader has been called in another part of this
chapter. Thence in a direct north direction, passing through
Magnolia Grove to Spink’s Grove, and thence northeast on the
divide west of Elk creek, and east of Allen until the north line
of the county was passed. Another trail branched from the
main trail, which came from the Missouri river as last stated, at
the point where Mr. Alex. Johnson formerly resided, near the
present residence of Mr. Henry Garner, and rising the backbone
of the bluffs at that place, struck Raglan Grove at that place;
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thence through the last named grove nearly due north, crossing
Steer creek, nearly at the present place of residence of S. E.
Streeter, and from there to what is now known as the Coffman
Grove, and from this place up the divide on the east side of the
Soldier to the north line of the county; having at many places
convenient run-ways across to the trails up the Boyer, and to the
other trails last named.

These trails, or as we of the present age would say, highways,
were not so nicely graded up, streams bridged and as passable as
the highways of the present time, but were merely indentures
made in the surface of the soil, by the tramping of the ponies’ feet
and the scratchings occasioned by the tepee-poles which were drag-
ged by the ponies, one end of the poles being lashed to the back of
the pony and the other end dragging on the ground. At many
different parts of the county, farmers while plowing in their
fields have unearthed skeletons of the superseded race, and at
many times are led to wonder what sort of individual was the
possessor thereof, and how many innocent, unoffending whites
had been by each different one deprived of life and scalp. Mr.
George Hardy in 1854 found the skeleton of one of these abori-
gines on little promontory along Allen creek, near Magnolia.
Porter Streeter, of Raglan, within the last two years plowed up
one in his grain field, and had the skull bone kicking around his
door yard as playthings for his children. I mightsafely say that
within the past twenty years not less than four score of these
skeletons have been exhumed, which by the shape of the skulls
indicate that they were of the Indiah race.

The Indian manner of transportation of families did not possess
the same degree of comfort as is now experienced by the traveling
public in thenicely constructed parlor cars; but their modus suffi-
ciently satisfied their tastes, and if their tastes were gratified, we
of “squatter sovereignty” proclivities, should not now at this late
day take exceptions. When the Indian families were wmoving
from place to place, the pappooses were stuck into baskets and
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these baskets were tied together and thrown across some pony, and
astride of this same pony the old “buck ™ or father Indian rode
as peacefully sublime as though he was the Czar of the Russias;
following directly in the wuake of this ** car™ the old squaw, or
mother, trudged along on foot, sad and silent, expecting no better
treatment from her lord. The camp equipage was transported
by being strapped to the backs of ponies, or by being thrown
into a sort of receptacle constructed by tying a buffalo robe or
blanket to two tent or tepee poles; these were fastened at one end
to the back of a pony, the other ends left to drag on the ground;
this blanket or robe being fastened to the tent poles nearly equi-
distant from the respective ends, so that the seat or sack formed
by the spreading of the poles constituted the seat or boot for the
camp equipage or the sick of the outfit.



CHAPTER IIL

INDIAN VILLAGES.

THERE are no traces of any Indian villages now in the county,
nor has there ever been any person in the county for the past
thirty years who could locate any.

The stay of the Pottawattamies in the county never was very
protracted, from the fact that the Sioux and the Pottawatta-
mies were constantly at war, occasioned by reason of a dispute
as to the boundary between the two tribes, and this part of the
territory being so near the north line of the Pottawattamies, they
scarcely dared spend much of their time so near the Sioux.

SQUATTERS.

All residents of the county from the time the first white set-
tler located in the county up to and until the latter part of the
fall of 1852 were squatters, according to the definition of the
standard authority—Webster. There is some controversy as to
the fact of who was the first squatter in the county.’ Some say
that the rough, warm-hearted grand old pioneer, Daniel Brown,
who, for more than a quarter of a century, lived at Calhoun, and
died there in 1873, was and is entitled to the honor; but others
equally as confidently assert that this of right belongs to Uriah
Hawkins, who from the Tth day of July, A. D. 1847, lived in
Cass township, and died tkere ten or more years ago.

It must be conceded tha# old Uncle Dan Brown was the first
white man to select a claim in the county, but as he, soon after
the selection, returned to Florence, Nebraska, and staid at that
place until the following spring, and then moved his family to
and permanently settled on the claim so selected as aforesaid,

(79)
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he, during the time of his absence, was not a squatter or settler.
Brown’s selection was wmade in the month of June, A. D. 1847,
and settlement was perfected on the 7Tth of April, A. . 1848,

Mr. Uriah Hawkins, on the Tth of July, A. D. 1847, accom-
panied by his family, permanently * squatted ” on that parcel of
land in Cass township upon which he lived for nearly thirty
years, and upon which he died.

It was an utter impossibility for any oue to obtain title to his
lands before the latter part of the year 1852, from the fact that
no surveys had been completed by the government of these lands
prior to that time.

The county was townshipized by government surveyors dur-
ing the year 1851, and not until the month of November, 1852,
was the sectionizing of the county completed by the government
surveyors, who held the contract for the sectionizing of this part
of the state. Hence, as Webster defines a squatter as * one who
settles on new land, particularly on public land without title,”
there being no one who held title from the government for the
land on which they resided, all, per force of circumstances, were
squatters.

Under the above conditions the terms “squatter” and * early
settler” are synonymous, from the fact that there were fifty or
more families resident in the county before the government
gave opportunity for title to the lands therein.

Squatter sovereignty, from 1847 to the spring of 1853, and for
a long time thereafter, was exceedingly forceful, from the fact
that a country without laws or courts became laws and courts
unto themselves. Those of the present day seem to scarcely
believe that the early settlers had such unbounded hospitality,
charity, respect and good will to each other as was manifest n
those days of weakness and dependence. Notwithstanding the
selfishness, hypocrisy, dishonesty and depravity of this year of
1888, there was a time in this county, dating from 1847 to the
date of the crystalization of the first bank in the county, in 1866,
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when there was an extreme necessity for the citizens to stay up
the trembling hand of the overcome neighbor, to guard the
rights of the neighbor with as much sacredness and fidelity and
valor as they would their own castles.

During all this time, woe be unto the man or men who would
even attempt to “jump” another's elaim. Such an outrage
would call for the most swift and terrible punishment; *either
a surrender of all rights to the claim or swing by the neck to
the first and most accessible limb,” the former, I am happy to
say, was the universal choice.

Were any lands to be entered at the government land office at
Council Bluffs (then Kanesville and afterwards Bluff City), a
council of war would be called, a certain number of men would
be selected, whose honesty and courage would meet and over-
come any emergency, to go to the land office and either enter
the land in the name of the * squatter” or * settler” or accom-
pany the party thither and see that his home was secured to him.
These trips to Council Bluffs, by the Regulators (as they were
called), were, as far as costs to the settler was concerned, like the
Gospel of Salvation, ** without money and without price.” Of
course, these times somewhat ante-dated the prohibitory law, and
the settler was expected to “ set it up to the b'hoys once or twice,
you know.”

This “ claim law " was the lex non scripta of the country, and
I have often thought that if the prohibitory law of the present
year could be enforced with the determination and earnestness
of purpose manifest in the enforcement of the claim law, the
courts of the county would not be burdened by so many indict-
ments nor the county pauperized by costs.

The “jumping” of a neighbor’s claim was not attempted
merely for the simple amusement of the hour, neither did the
settlers hurry together and defend the rights of the neighbor
for the purpose of some popularity at the coming election. The

6
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“home,” the absolute right of all, was invaded, when one was
in peril.

One case of “* jumping " is called to mind, which took place in the
winter of 1855, and can be stated like this: A man—the name
will not be given—who, being a stranger, and not understanding
the temper of this people, supposed that he could replenish his
finances by taking possession of a very excellent parcel of timber
land, lying between Magnolia and Calhoun, thought that
because the claimant held down a good hundred and sixty acre
tract, that, having spread himself over this number of acres,
that there was not enough left of the said claimant to amount
to much as the additional one hundred and sixty acre claim.
Scarcely had he deposited his traps on the premises before the
movement was detected. Then there wasa hurrying in hot haste.
“ A claim jumper!” was the cry, " rally, ye regulars!” and in less
than half an hour forty men were in consultation, and in double
that time the erring one was arrested, not by an officer with a
piece of paper, but by a score of earnest, angry men, who brought
the offender to Magnolia and carried him to the Bates House
to afford the jumper a “speedy trial by a jury of settlers.”
Judge Lynch was about to open his court, when some of the
regulators more humane than others might have been, called the
offender to one side, suggested to him the necessity of relinquish-
ing his rights to the claim, to the proper owner in writing, which
was speedily done, and as soon as completed a back window was
opened, when the prisoner soon caught the suggestion and was
on his way to a different climate, where necktie festivals and
tight rope performances, in the middle of winter, were not fash-
ionable. If any of the readers of ihese hastily written lines ever
knew one James W. Bates, who in the latter part of the fifties,
and up to 1862, built, owned and ran the Bates House in Mag-
nolia, they only can form any adequate idea of the cords of oaths
cut by Mr. Bates, when he learned that the prisoner had escaped.
Bates was an awkward professional swearer, and up to the time of
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the close of the rebellion could distance any man in the county
in the race of words profanely directed. But in justice to Mr.
Bates, [ must say, that no warmer-hearted man ever lived on the
*“slope;” no person ever left his door hungry, and none possessed
a heart so easily touched by the misfortunes of others; impulsive,
honest, and withal, generous to a fault.

Other occasions, where ** jumping” was done, a written notice
sent to the party transgressing the claim law, or a notice tacked
to the door of the cabin, or on any substance by which the same
could be seen, notifying him that if he remained in the neigh-
borhood for one week or ten days, without relinquishing all his
rights to the claim, transportation would at that time be given
him, without expense, to the pearly gates of paradise; which
suggestion received due, careful and immediate attention by the
party to whom addressed.

The men constituting this company of regulators, banded
together for mutual protection, were, as nearly as the memory of
the writer can call the same to mind, as follows: James W.
Bates, George Blackman, Wm. T. Fallon, N. G. Wyatt, Thos. B_
Neely, James Hardy, Lucius Merchant, Joel Patch, Peter Bar-
nett, Solomon Barnett, H. H. Locklin, A. W. Locklin, Ezra Vin-
cent, Henry George, Horatio Caywood and two sons George and
Frank, Tom Durman, Robert Hall, Jacob Huffman, Chester
Staley, Capt. Chester Hamilton, Jacob Minturn, Josiah Crom,
Benj. LaPorte, Daniel Brown, Amos Chase, Ira Perjue, —.
Burdno, J. W. Chatburn, Stephen Mahoney, Benj. Denice, John
Ennis, O. M. Allen, Gay Cleveland, Eleazer Davis, ete., ete.

As before stated, the cases for claim jumping were not prose-
cuted for the purpose of gratifying a little petty spite, because
ab this time all were anxious that settlement should be encouraged
as much as possible. There was more country than people, and
the sooner the country was settled up by good industrious bona
fide settlers, so much the more would the country develop.

By treaty of 1830, the United States had obtained a cession of
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the southwestern part of Towa as a reservation for the Potta-
wattamies, and from the completion of said treaty up to and
until 1846, in the month of June of said year, the Pottawatta-
mie Indians held the exclusive use and occupancy thereof, at
which time last named the said tribe by treaty with the Govern-
ment relinquished this reservation to the Government, and imme-
diately thereafter removed west of the Missouri river.

Those familiar with the history of the country at this time
will call to mind the difficulties experienced by that sect of people
called Mormons, at Nauavoo, in Illinois, and in the immediate
vicinity. This sect of people, zealous in many other respects
than good works, were by force of circumstances compelled to
change base, and as the result of the complications in the * Sucker
State,” they made their exit from the place above named, jour-
neying from thence toward the setting of the sun, and while in
that transitory state the cloud by day was removed and the pillar
of fire by night extinguished, when the body of the vanguard
reached Couneil Bluffs. Here a revelation was had from the
headquarters of the Mormon god, that they should tarry on this
border of the promised-land—this Pisgah-top—until further
directed by Brigham Young and God. (Let it be understood
that Brigham, instead of occupying a fourth-class place in the
adorable quadruple, was the first personage.) Reaching this
place they immediately set about preparing for the coming win-
ter, and this resulted in the building of Kainsville, the Mormon
name hy which this energetic city was known in baptism. This
place was made the headquarters of the Mormon Church; and
as a result of the Mormon exodus from Illinois, as last stated,
siz thousand people spread over the counties of Pottawattamie,
Harrison, Shelby, Mills and Fremont during that fall and the
succeeding spring.

In the summer of 1847 the *“ onward to the Land of Promise™
was promptly telephoned from the counsels of heaven to the
great high priest, Brigham, and they who were the most worthy



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 85

were assembled and informed of this revelation, who soon folded
their tents and rapidly took their departure to the anticipated
rest of the saints, in the basin of Great Salt Lake. From 1847
to 1852 there was a sufficiency of this peculiar element left in
the counties above named to control all elections, Harrison county
as well as the others.

Prior to 1850, few of these squatted on the lands west of the
Boyer river, but through all the groves, and on the skirts of
timber around all the groves, on that part east of the Boyer, the
wayward Mormon was a prominent factor. The fact is, that
from 1849 to 1852, at each year, the population of the county
during this time was more than one-half greater than in 1853
and 1854. The stay of this peculiar people in this county from
1846 to 1852 was, in the language of a “quasi lawyer” of this
county, only for * temporary purposes’; and when the revela-
tion from headquarters, * onward to the Land of Promise,” was
had and received, they obeyed the order with more alacrity than
did the Israelites in leaving the plague-stricken land of Egypt.

At the time of this Mormon exodus from this county, the
claims of these religious “squatters” were on the market, and
the sale thereof was a matter determined on by the claimant.
That they were on the “go,” and “go” they would, led many
who happened to be in this part of the State at that time to
purchase these claims at their own offering. Without question,
this location was as good as any between this and the setting of
the sun; but religious enthusiasm prompted this people to be at
the side and under the special teachings of their Prophet, hence,
they, like one of old, as respects their teacher, said and acted:
“ Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee, for whither thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest
I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried."”

In the spring of 1852, thirty-three families left Harris Grove
and journeyed towards the promised land, which was a rapid de-
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population of this part of the county. It must be remembered
that the Mormon family, when completed, was not a ** society
family " of the present status, viz.: one child, but to be a child
of Mormon parents was the one-fifteenth or one-twentieth of
the family unit. The little olive plants, or the arrows in the
quiver of familyship, were numerous, and indicated a strict obe-
dience to the command, * Be ye fruitful and multiply and re-
plenish the earth.”

This vicinity, after the removal of this column, so far as set-
tlers were concerned, appeared as though the locality had been
swept with plague, or the inhabitants stampeded by news of an
Indian massacre, for upon removal as last named there were only
five Gentile families left in the entire grove, viz.: Michael Mec-
Kenney's, John A. McKenney’s, William Howard's, Tommy
Reeder’s, and a family by the name of Orander.

The great outfitting point, to which all Mormondom centered
before leaving behind settlement, was Florence, on the right
bank of the Missouri river, eight miles north of Omaha. True,
as before stated, the five counties forming the south half of the
western line of the State, were first settled by this people, yet,
notwithstanding this, they all erystalized at the place last named,
prior to their final departure, and left this point in vast herds,
scarcely knowing for what or whither they were going. That
there was a promised land far to the west, to which they should
journey, and when once possessed they should find rest, together
with the ever present thought, to live under the especial guid-
ance and teachings of their Prophet and High Priest, buoyed up
their spirits, and caused all to take gladly to the suffering which
must be endured in crossing the great American desert.

In civilized America the eye of the mative-born citizen has
never been educated to the sight of beholding the mother or
sister harnessed in leather breast and back-straps, and pulling in
hand-carts like beasts of burden. But this was no uncommon
sight in the days of 1858 and ’59, when there swarmed into this
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country from Kngland, Wales, parts of Scotland, Holland, and
other European countries, vast consignments of this human
freight, destined as recuperatives for the Church at Great Salt
Lake. At that time Towa City was the terminus on the west as
to railroads; these people being uncarred here, were, irrespective
of sex, worked like beasts of burden to hand-carts. so as to travel
to Florence, as well as transport thither what baggage they
possessed.

All stations of society made up this conglomerated herd of
humanity: the old sire, the old mother, both worn out by the
toils and cares of life, halted along, sometimes at the middle, or
in the rear of the procession; the middle-aged, full of life and
at the meridian of manhood; the buxom lass and beardless boy,
though oftentimes weary of the hardships and monotony of the
journey, kept the life in the column by the joke or song, the
fiddle, or the evening dance.

The corner stone of this peculiar church once being laid, the
material to complete the building had to be furnished, and to
accomplish this end, apostles and teachers were, by the council of
the church, sent to foreign lands, and especially instructed to
labor with those whom they could the more easily persuade to em-
brace this singularly curious faith. As a result the lower strata
of society of foreign lands accepted this new doctrine with an
alacrity far beyond the expectation of the most sanguine of
those who were the originators of the thought.

They rallied from the hillsides, from the plains, work-shops,
and from every conceivable condition of society, to the belief
and support of this new doctrine; and under the glowing ac-
counts given them of this land of promise, in the very heart of
America’s greatest desert, would not rest content until they had
seen the Prophet, and partaken of the vine, herd and production
of this earthly Eden.

Never has the pen of any writer attempted to describe the ter-
rible sufferings of these immigrants, religious fanatics, or dupes
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of designing men, as they traveled from day to day, drawing in
harness, like oxen; bearing the heat of the sun and sand, the
intolerable thirst of the parched and burning plains; the weari-
ness of iimb and scarcity of food, towards the anticipated haven
in the valley of Great Salt Lake. The crusades of the 11th, 12th
and 13th centuries did not possess greater enthusiasm than that
which permeated every muscle and fiber of those who in 1858
and ’59 measured the 1,032 miles of the trackless desert, step by
step, in order to help buiid and worship in the Temple of the
Mormon faith. The Israelites had a Moses to smite the rock
and procure the water, with the Almighty at the head of the
clothing department; but these dupes were content to transport
the fluid to reduce their swollen, parched tongues, and ceaselessly
march on and on with blistered and bleeding feet, without rest
or recuperation, to Mormondom or death.

That Daniel Brown of Calhoun was the first person to select
a claim in the county, is now unquestioned, and that Mr. Uriah
Hawkins of Cass township was the first person to permanently
locate in the county, is conceded by all. Mr. Hawkins located
on the claim on which he died, having lived there thirty years,
during the former five of that thirty, as isolated from white
society as Alexander Selkirk while on the Island of Juan Fer-
nandez : *“Monarch of all he surveyed, his right there was none
to dispute,” from Six Mile Grove westward to the Pacific Ocean,
to the north pole, east nearly or quite to the present city of Des
Moines. This condition remained until three years had elapsed
before there were any additions in this locality in the way of set-
tlement, when the spring of 1850, Mr. George Mefford and his
family located near him in Twelve Mile Grove, and away to the
southeast some twelve or fifteen miles at the same time, Mr.
Samuel Wood, Wm. W. Wood and Uncle Billy Cox located at
Union Grove, in Union township.

Daniel Brown upon settling on his claim about the 7th of
April, 48, was not that sort of personage who permitted the affairs



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 89

of this life to cumber hisliberty to any extensive degree, and being
the first white settler west of the Boyer river, I will take the lib-
erty at this time to give the reader a short biographical sketch of
this old pioneer from the time of his location here until the time of
his death. This warm-hearted old pioneer, having quarreled with
the Prophet, Brigham Young,in the spring of 1847, and being of
that fearless disposition that would not brook insult from King,
President or Prophet, at the date last named, while the Mor-
mons were in winter quarters at Florence City just north of
Omaha, and west of the old village of Crescent City in Potta-
wattamie county in this state, severed his connection from this
peculiar people and struck out his own hook to seek a new home
for himself and family where he could enjoy greater freedom.
To this end he and a few others started out on a tour of explora-
tion, crossing the Missouri river at Council Bluffs and from
there kept up the Missouri bottoms on the left bank, at which
time not a bridge was upon any of the streams between that
place and the north pole.

How to cross these streams, when the same were swollen to
the extent that they were, as full as the banks would hold, was
the question, but the ingenuity of the pioneer is nearly always
equal to the occasion ; so fastening a large dry log, one to each
side of the wagon and then forcing the oxen to swim the river,
the driver swimming by the side of the team to give proper
direction, brought the craft safely to shore on the side required.
In this manner the Pigeon and Boyer rivers were crossed, and
the party shortly after their start, camped in Harrison county at
or very near the place where now is the residence of Mr. Tim.
O’Conner, in section 33, township 79, range 43, at the place
where the little stream now know by the classic name of ** Hog
Creek” emerges from the bluffs and enters the Boyer bottom.
At the time of going into camp the sun was a little more than
an hour high, and Uncle Dan wishing to have some venison for
supper, shouldered his rifle and passed out from camp a short
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distance, and in less than one hour had killed five large fat deer,
and as he has frequently said, “ It wa'nt a very good time for
deer neither.”

From this camp they passed up the Boyer valley and came to
the present site of Logan, at which place they halted and ex-
pressed themselves as never having seen so beautiful a situation
in all their lives, but supposing that there were better than this
elsewhere, they followed up the Boyer until they came to the
lands on which Woodbine is now situated, and, being highly
pleased with this location, thought they were getting too far
inland; they struck across to the Willow valley and followed
this down to the place where this stream enters the Missouri
bottom, and there felt satisfied that they had struck the place,
for * which they long had sought and mourned because they'd
found it not,” but having found this, were wholly satisfied that,
this of all others, was tle place.

Here Mr. Brown staked out his claim and immediately went
to work building a shanty, getting out rails and preparing a
place for his family to be properly housed, when they shounld
be brought to this newly discovered ** Eden,” in the spring fol-
lowing.

Returning to his home, he spent the following winter there,
and early in the spring, with transportation in the form of a
covered wagon, and the propelling power two yoke of cattle, the
wife and children snugly stowed away under the white canvass,
the old patriarch, wife, children and all effects are on this un-
limited highway for the *palace” on the Willow, which I
have stated was prepared the year previous.

The incidents of travel across swamp, river, and over hill and
dale, are the same as before stated, only, in this passenger car,
the freight is more precious than in that of the year before, but
soon they arrive at this beautiful spot on the table lands of what
was once and still is Calhoan, and are now masters of their own
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situation, happier than the Czar of the Russias, the Queen of
England or even the then President of the United States.

The will power of this old pioneer was always equal to the
occasion, but, at this time, being thirty miles from any settle-
ment and no neighbors but the treacherous “dusky men and
squaws ' of the western prairies, he, at times, felt a little inse-
cure, not on his own account, but for the safety of his wife and
children.

The corn and potatoes are planted, the fence built, but the
meal and flour in the barrel have become nearly exhausted and
the last slice of bacon has been fried, and where are we to get a
recruit of these until the harvest is come for corn and potatoes?
Himself and two of the sons soon started for the State of Missouri,
two hundred miles away, there to assist the people in the gather-
ing of the harvest, which was then ripe for the sickle. Arriving
at that place, they enter heartily into the labor of gathering and
soon have earned enough to load the wagon down to the guards,
and no sooner 1s the task completed, than they are all on their
way home bringing a good supply of food for the hungry ones in
the cabin on the Willow; but the incidents of travel caused the
utmost vigilance, for upon arriving at one of the branches of the
'Botna, which was bridged by a pole floor, and it having rained
only a short time before, the team, consisting of two yoke of oxen,
became frightened and began pushing in the yoke, when the floor
of the bridge parted and the frontyoke, or leaders, slipped through
the bridge and hung suspended by their necks until Brown, grasp-
ing an axe, drove the staple out of the wooden yoke, and the
cattle thus freed, fell into the water below, a distance of thirty
feet. Brown was so much interested in the provisions that he
did not look after the cattle which had disappeared, and when
the substitute for a bridge was so repaired that he could bring
over the wheel team and load, he began to look around for his
leaders, and to his utter astonishment, saw them quietly grazing
on the same side of the river on which he and the commissary
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stores then were. But what was his astonishment on arriving at
home and learning from his wife that the thieving redskins had
visited his place and eabin, and had appropriated to their own
nse all the edibles and clothing belonging to him and the family,
and that the family had been for the past three weeks living
wholly on milk and young potatoes, the same being not larger
than hulled walnuts. Where were the clothing and the corn
and flour and bacon for the family during the winter to come
from? The freedom of frontier life was affording more freedom
than provisions, and the future did not look very promising; yet
out of this dilemma there yet remained a hope, and this last effort
was yet to be made. 1t was this: a hunt on the Sioux river near
the mouth thereof. So early in the fall, Brown, with a few
others, who had come into the settlement after his return from
Missouri, started on a hunt to the mouth of the Little Sioux
river, and when arriving there found the game so plentiful, that
in a day or two they had their wagons loaded with elk and deer
and wild turkeys, and Brown had in addition quite two barrels
of wild honey. A portion of this he carted to Kanesville, sold the
same for a big price, then laid out the proceeds of this sale in cot-
ton domestics, jeans, shoes, groceries, ete., ete., and returned to his
home with this recruit, the heppiest man in all the broad expanse
of the United States.

After this time the Indians were very troublesome, and greatly
annoyed the settlement, but not until 1853 did they and the
whites come to open hostilities ; about which the reader's atten-
tion will be directed in other portions of this book.

The writer hereof has oftentimes heard Mr. Brown say, that
on his return from the Bluffs, at the time he sold the honey. he
felt like Alexander Selkirk did while on the Island of Juan Fer-
nandez. He was * monarch of all he surveyed, his right there
was none to dispute.”

Here on the site selected by the subject of this sketch, in 1847,
lived this pioneer from '48 until the time of his death, and here
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the family of two boys and four daughters developed into man
and womanhood, all marrying at this place with the exception of
one of the sons; yet at this date only two of the children are res-
idents of the county, the others having gone on toward the set-
ting of the sun, like the father, ever looking to the mighty west
for better lands and more genial climate. Daniel Brown was a
man of tremendous physical power, and a man upon whom nature
had been lavish in the way of intellect. His youthful days were
spent in his old North Carolina home without any of the
advantages of common schools which the boys of the present
age and place possess, yet in him was a mind far beyond many
of those who had in early life partaken of the birch limb and
small slices of old Kirkham, the Western Calculator and Olney'’s
Geography. Aad finally, he was at and during all the time of the
late civil war one of the most uncompromising friends of the
Union, and never could bear to hear any one, at the time the
very life of the nation was in peril, say anything against the
administration of the sainted Lincoln.

Men of this cast are always needed for pioneer life. Men who
never yield to any obstacle and finally never surrender until
Father Time with his scythe says “ 'Tis enough; this is the end.”

Following the thought as set out in the matter of the abstract
of the life of Brown, I am compelled to trespass on the patience
of the reader, by here presenting a few thoughts connected with
the life of John A. Parkin, of this county, who died in the
spring of 1887. This old pioneer was just one decade in the rear
of the one just spoken of. Mr. Parkin was born and matured in
the Old Dominion, and when settling here brought with him to
this new land many of the ideas and customs of the Virginia
state. Soon after settling in this neighborhood he was elected
as Justice of the Peace, a position he maintained up to the time of
his death, and in regard to his doings asa court, I am con-
strained to say, that while his rulings and decisions, at many
times, were not as polished as those of the judges of the courts
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of record, nevertheless, they fit as closely to the fact and law of
the case. Scarcely had the subject of this sketch settled in his new
home in the county, until he suited bis wants to the then sur-
rounding circumstances respecting his finance, for there are yet,
in the flesh, in the neighborhood, many who very vividly remem-
ber the peculiar construction of Squire Parkin’s teams.

Isaiah and Jim Dickinson tell me of the fright they had on
the afternoon of the first day they arrived in the Harris Grove.
Having struck a fire preparatory for the dinner, as it was the
noon hour, and just as they were about to surround the table to
partake of that kind of a meal which is indulged in with a relish,
they heard such an unearthly noise that they felt like stamped-
ing for Michigan; it was not like anything they had ever heard
or seen; first, there would be a zip-rattle-te-bang-whoopadora
chug, then the screech, etc., etc. Jim was sent out on a tour of
inspection, when, following the noise, in a short time he came
to a place where there was a large quantity of crushed sorghum
stalks, and quietly approaching, found Squire Parkin trying to
express the juice from the sorghum stalks, by grinding them
through a cane mill of his own manufacture, the motive power
in this primitive manufacturing establishment being a bull and
a cow attached separately to a long sweep, which was fastened
to the grinder, and corn being scarce and no grease in the neigh-
borhood, the absence of this liquid caused this unearthly screech-
ing, and the rattle and bang being produced by the slipping of
cogs, when the male part of the power was taken with a fit of
masculine madness. This old pioneer lived an honest, inoffen-
sive life, acted well his part, and at a ripe old age was gathered to
his fathers, like a shock of corn in its season.

Deeming it part and parcel of the history of the county, T will
give as near as possible, the names of the most prominent of the
early settlers from the settlement of Hawkins and Brown, the
first in 1847 and the latter in 1848, year by year, up to and in-
cluding the year of 1854, and possibly some of those of 1855,
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Scarcely had Brown trodden down the tall prairie grass around
his cabin door, when Amos Chase, Ezra Vincent, Dick Johnson,
Samuel Coon, Ira Perjue and E. T. Hardin loc ated within gun-
shot of him. At the present day the accession of a half dozen
families to a neighborhood would create but a small ripple
on the surface of society; but circumstances alter cases, and this
circumstance was hailed with delight by Brown and family.
Six additional men in a neighborhood where there is but one, all
coming at the same time, figures up an increase of population
not frequently met with; and the more es pecially at a time when
there were vast numbers of thieving redskins in the neighbor-
hood, watching the time when the corn, calf, potatoes and pigs
would ripen so as to furnish them a good meal.

The following year of 1849 only two additional families were
added to the entire county, making only ten families in the
county, except such as were here for recuperative purposes, in-
tending to pass on to Salt Lake at the first call. They who set-
tled in the county as last stated were Jesse Wills, Charles Wills,
Cyrus Wills, William H. Wills, John Wills, Erastus Wills and
George W. Brigham.  During all this time Hawkins was holding
the fort on the east side, all alone.

With the ushering in of the year 1850 these twelve families
were blessed with neighbors, as follows, viz.: George Mefford of
Twelve Mile Grove, together with his sons, W. G. Mefford, Lem-
uel Mefford, and “Doc” Mefford; these settled in the neighbor-
hood of Uriah Hawkins. Elijah Palmer located at the same
time in Bigler's Grove; Charles McEvers, Nathan Neely, Thos.
B. Neely, S. W. Condit and Charles LaPontuer at and on the
Little Sioux River, where the town of Little Sioux now is situate;
Samuel Wood, William W. Wood and Uncle Billy Cox in Union
Grove; David Young, Sr., David Young, Jr., Addison Young,
Charles Young and Henry Young about two miles east of Logan;
and Anson Belden at Calkhoun.

In the spring and early summer of 1851 the “ prairie schoon-
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ers” began to land, and the following persons, some with fam-
ilies, were added to the settler lists, viz.: James B. McCurley,
William Howard, W. D. Howard, James Dungan (father of David
Dungan, D. D.), J. Z. Hunt, George White, Warren White, Jos.
McKenney, Michael McKenney, John A. McKenney, all these
settling in the neighborhood or near Harris Grove; Richard Mus-
grave, Geo, Musgrave, L. D. Butler, John Jeffrey, Matthew Hall,
Evan O’Banion and others, in the regions round about the place
where Butler subsequently built what is known as Butler's Mills,
near Woodbine; and then Lucius Merchant, Donald Maule, Frank
Pierce, Dennis Streeter, and others, in and about the timber lands
of Raglan; and last, though not least, William Dakan located
on the farm now occupied by Mr. Joseph Culver, nearly tangent
to the little village of St. John, and P. G. Cooper, Creed Sanders
and W. I. Cooper at Magnolia.

The year 1852 being, as before stated, the time of the Mormon
exodus, brought many into the county, in consequence of the
cheapness of squatter claims then on the market, and by reason
of the further fact that in 1851 the Government had township-
ized the county, and were about to sectionize the same during
the year 1852 (a job which was completed as per statement), and
thereby afford on opportunity for the entry of the lands. The
oldest resident, of those who settled here at that time, is Mr.
Henry Reel, now in his 84th year, and quietly sliding down the
sunset of life; Benjamin J. LaPorte, Henry McHenry and sons,
Wm. H. McHenry and O. O. HeHenry, C. M. Hunt, Peter Brady
and sons, David L. Brady and E. H. Brady, Kirtland Card, Benj.
H. Denice, John Ennis, * Burr™ Ennis, Hiram Ennis, Samuel
TFuller, Stephen King, Edward Houghton, W. B. Copeland, Thos.
F. Vanderhoof, G. W. Fry, D. R. Rogers, A. W. Locklin, H. H.
Locklin, Stephen Mahoney, J. W. Chatburn, George Blackman,
James Hardy, Jacob Huffman, James W. Bates, Wm. T. Fallon,
Virgil Mefford, Theodore Mahoney, Samuel Dungan, Henry
Kanauss, and others. The greater portion of all these are yet
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alive, and remain, at this writing, residents of the county, and
well sustain their part in the make-up of citizenship and perma-
nency of good society.

Eighteen hundred and fifty-three ushered in the year of the
great rush for lands in western lowa; and as a result, immigra-
tion that year far exceeded all that had been in the five preced-
ing years. At that time there was no difficulty in entering lands,
provided the person wishing a paper blanket, signed by his Ex-
cellency, the President of the United States, had the $1.25 per
acre. That year there settled in the county the following named
persons, viz.: Stephen Hester and family and Thos. A. Dennis;
these were the first to locate in the southwestern corner of the
county; then J. B. Lytle, Samuel Spinks, Luke Jefferson, J. W.
Jefferson, Thomas Thompson, Alma Ellison, Calvin Ellison, M.
A. Ellison and Levi Ellison, James H. Ifarnsworth and Samuel
Farnsworth, James Henderson, P. C. Henderson, J. W. Hender-
son, Alfred Longman, Sr., Alfred Longman, Jr., James Longman
and Wm. Longman, Samuel McGavren and sons George and
Scott, Ezra Perry, William, Albert T. and “Doc” Cutler, Peter
Deal, Joe. H. Deal, John Deal, John W. Deal and Jas. E. Deal,
Samuel Jack, Jeremiah Motz, Levi Motz, George Birchim, Wm.
Spencer, Champion Frazier, Henry Earnest, John Earnest and
Henry Earnest, Jr., Lowry Wilson, B. A. Divelbess, Sol Barnett,
Peter Barnett, Frank Weatherly, and others. At this time the
settlement of the county began to assume an air of independence,
and during the early part of this year perfected her organization
asa county. Those whose names are last above mentioned, came
to stay, from the fact that there is not a name mentioned of
those who settled here in 1853, but still remain in the county,
or dying, left such estates that their heirs are yet in the county,
well to do in life and honored members of society.

The year 1854 experienced a much greater crystalization of
permanent moneyed settlers than any two of the former years
hereir named, because many of those who had formerly located

7
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here had written to their relatives or acquaintances what a
goodly land this was; and doubtless many had visited this place
and carried back into the home-land a portion of the grape clus-
ters, a taste of the honey, or perchance an ear of corn, sample of
wheat, or a statement of the prodigious growth of grass, the
everlasting qualities of the soil, and a story of the pureness of
the water; these being rehearsed, and believed, caused the white
canvass, sheltering the voyager from the sun and rain, to be
spread, and the home-seekers of the far east are soon here, mak-
ing such selections as best fit their fancy. Those coming and
locating here at this time were, as nearly as memory serves, the
following, viz.: Hon. Phineas Cadwell and family, S. B. Card
and family, Sarah Hall, Jacob Kirk, James D. Rogers, David
Gamet, Saul Gamet, David Gamet, Jr., Isaac Gamet and Gilbert
Gamet, Dr, J. H. Rice, A. R. Cox, Jacob Cox, H. B. Cox, Wm.
H. Branson, Logan Crawford, Wm. McDonald, John Mathews,
Job Ross, Wm. H. Sharpneék, David Barnum, Marvin Adams
and family, viz.: Frank, Byron, Joe, Addison, Reuben and Evilla
(now Mrs. Gaylord of Woodbine); Isaac Childs and family, Col.
Asher Servis, and hosts of others, whom I have not the time or
space to name. These, though thirty-three years have passed
and gone, are still residents of the county, save and except Mr.
David Gamet, Mr, Marvin Adams, Mr. Wm. McDonald and Col.
Servis, who, within the last decade, have passed the confines of
this life, at ripe old ages, leaving behind them names respected
by all, and exemplary lives worthy of imitation.

Then in 1855 came William Acrea, Thomas J. Acrea, Eras-
tus Brown, German Brown, Charles Brown and Willis Brown,
Abe Ritchinson, James Evans and William Evans of Bigler's
Grove, Henry Hushaw and family, Dr. Cole and family, David
Selleck and family, James Selleck and family, and Ellises almost
without number, viz.: Ephraim, Samuel, John, Dan, Andrew, and
Clark; these all settling in Jackson and Little Sioux townships;
Henry Hannaman, John Case, James Case, Jacob Case, and an
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army of Purcells, viz.: Jesse, the old father, and boys, Alexander,
Samuel, Benjamin, Lewisand William, all locating on the Willow;
William Martin, and William Allen on the Soldier, and last but
not least Mr. Solomon Smith, who located on the margin of the
lake named for him in Little Sioux township. In 1856 the settle-
ment was increased by William McWilliams, Jacob Fulton, Isaac
Bedsol, Sr., O. M .Bedsol and Isaac F. Bedsol, Jr., A. H. Glea-
son and father of Little Sioux, Jack Conyers, Patrick Morrow,
William Morrow, George Main, Silas Rice, Rev. H. D. King, etc.;
time and space failing to name others.

These men herein named as settling in the county from 1847
to 1856, were of the true American type and the sons and
daughters of these now with us to day are the offspring of a
brawny stock; from men who tilled the fields, traversed the hills
and valleys in pursuit of game, lined the hanks of the streams
with their traps, loved the companionship of the ox and horse,
and looked upon the rifle and musket in their possession as sym-
bols of their manhood and bulwarks of their liberties.

The early settlers were not puny men, were not effeminate,
were not indoor people, pale of countenance and slender of build,
but tall, stalwart, and muscular; some perhaps awkward by reason
of excessive development in joints and bone, yet none were
feeble, and while the excessive culture of this day and age might
laugh at them on the sly, nevertheless they would admire that
which seemed to provoke their mirth.

LAND ENTRIES,

During the days of December, 1852, and the first half of 1853,
were attended with many difficulties, as the following will show:
When the days of entries arrived there was such arush at the land
office at Council Bluffs, that all could not be accommodated the
same day; hence, to meet the demands, each person on arriving at
the land office registered his name, and by this rule was forced
to await the serving of those who were there first in time.
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Henry Reel, Esq., who located and entered the land on which
the site of the town of Logan is located, tells me that in order to
get an opportunity to enter his claims here, he was com-
pelled to wait in Council Bluffs three weeks before his name was
called. The reader must not think that by reason of this method
they who were first in time had the opportunity of making
any selection they pleased, irrespective of the right of settlement
or occupancy. Kach community had its friends to watch what
entries were being made, and one who attempted to take certifi-
cate of entry on lands occupied by a settler was immediately
mobbed.

He who had settled on lands wanted just such land only as he
had squatted on, and when this was obtained he was content, and
wishing his rights respected was, per force of circumstances. com-
pelled to respect the rights of others. There never yet was a
better measurement to human conduct than *“ do ye unto others
as ye would that they should do unto you.” The time when
this precept will be obeyed by all has not been approximated to
by either Millerite or Adventist, yet let me say to the legal fra-
ternity, that when this time does come, courts of justice will be
closed, the politician a thing of the past, and the perambulating
minister of the gospel left without another soul to save, or the
skeleton of another regulation chicken to denude.

The Shylocks of this period were as numerous as they were
covetous; for be it known that many of the early settlers were
not men of great financial standing, so far as dollars were con-
cerned, and when it came to the entering of the claim, the
government never accepted a written or verbal promise to pay
for lands. It was the cash in hand they were selling the land
for, and to procure their homes they would permit Mr. Shylock
to enter the land in his own name, and this when done, the settler
would repurchase it for the money-lender, allowing and promis-
ing him forty per cent per annum on the $200 until paid. It
only took two years and a half until this interest had doubled
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the purchase of the land, and as a sequence, the money-lender who
had come west with a pocket full of land warrants, which had
cost him ninety cents an acre, if the squatter paid at the end
of two and a half years, was getting $400 for an outlay of §1i4.
That these entries would be eaten up by usury and tax was most
evident, unless the location was of such character and worth as to
command an immediate sale, which in the fewer instances hap-
pened, but in the most cases, the land remained in the name of
the party furnishing the warrants for entry.

THE INDUSTRIES

Of Harrison county until two or three years after the organiza-
tion of the county were very meagerindeed, and never have the
people of this locality made any pretensions, other than as an
agricultural people. The field and herd are the dependence of all.
If the field groans under the weight of the crop produced, and
this either in turn in the form of the raw article, or when con-
verted into hog or beef, brings a good remunerative price, the
producer is happy and they belonging to the tradesman and mer-
cantile or professional classes are correspondingly pleased, from
the fact, as above stated, this is an agricultural country, and the
hopes of the entire country depend on the cereal, either in the
raw form or in manufactured condition as found in the hide of
Mr. Hog or Steer.

A woolen mill was once, I think about 1866, erected, fur-
nished and put in operation at Dalley's mill, near Woodbine, and
the proprietor, after repeated endeavors, closed the same, because
he could not operate it and save himself. The most singular
fact in regard to this experiment was, that they of our own
vicinity would not patronize the product of this mill becaunse
they could purchase the goods of other mills, such as Marshall-
town, or Cedar Rapids, and the manufacture of some other mills
both in and out of this state, at a few cents per yard cheaper ;
and let it be remembered that these mills put their goods upon



102 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

the market here at quite a reduction when comparing the selling
price of their goods, to that of the selling price of the same at
the place of manufacturing.

You ask, ** Why did they do such a thing?” This was done
in order to starve out the only mill on the slope, and the strategy
succeeded as was anticipated, the result being old John W.
Dalley could not buck against his own neighborhood and the
combined cross lifting of the mills of the State.

With the closing of this mill the many flocks of sheep which
were growing up in the county and increasing from year to year
rapidly, the natural increase as well as the indriving of hundreds of
other flocks, were sold to the butcher or shipped to a Chicago
market, and as a consequence there is not to-day in the entire
county a half a thousand head of sheep.

THE INFERIOR COURTS OF THE COUNTY

Only have origin from the organization of the county, from the
fact that there were no courts in the county prior to the organiza-
tion, except Judge Lynch's court, and that was then a court which
might be termed a supreme or superior court by reason of the pecul-
iar rules of practice which governed. There was no appeal allowed
to any human tribunal when verdict was returned and sentence
pronounced. To the honor and intelligence and humanity of
the people of this county, it can be truthfully said that “no
impromptu hanging bees” have ever been had. True, there have
been occasions when it appeared to certain persons that they
were in dangerous proximity to such taking-off recreation, but
the calm and humane spirit which often actuates the human
mind always found a way out of these conditions, without the
shedding of human blood.

“ Big Jim,” the over grown brute who accompanied a sort of
perambulating show which crossed this country by teams in
1870, and who attempted to rape a young girl at the graveyard
at Magnolia, after being arrested and brought back, was taken
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from the officer when going from the place of examination to
the place where the officer kept him—a rope put around his neck,
and barely escaped being hung by reason that too many persons
were assisting in the hanging bee. They acting without concert
of action—no leadership. Mr. Jacob 8. Fountain and some
eight others, of Cincinnati township, acting as a court of first
resort, in 1862, when the other boys of the county were out in
the field, wearing the blue and doing duty at the front, organ-
1zed an impromptu court near Loveland Mills and determined
that the defendant, a man of very pronounced * secesh proclivi-
ties” should ascend the golden stairs. When adjusting the rope
around his neck and in the act of placing the same over the limb
of a tree near by, the prisoner by a quick move released himself
from the cord, leaped into the willows and has not been heard of
from that date up to the present writing.

The individual who jumped the timber eclaim between
Calhoun and Magnolia in 1855, would have ended his earthly
career had he not assigned to the lawful owner all his right and
title to the claim and cut dirt for a foreign locality, by first
being shown his way out by an opened window.

Many of the peculiar rulings of the Justices’ courts could be
reproduced here at this time which would somewhat amuse, but
* as there is so little improvement on these courts since that time,
it might cast some reflection on these by now stating what was
done in the past ; however I will relate a few of the many wise
rulings of these courts.

A certain Mr. Walden being a Justice of the Peace in Calhoun
was, in 1857, called upon to try a case of attachment. The peti-
tion of the plaintiff, which stated the cause of action was not
sworn to by anyone and no prayer was made for the issuance of
the writ of attachment in the said petition ; whereupon the law-
yers, one on each side, appeared, and the counsel for the defend-
ant filed a motion to * quash the writ” for reasons stated in the
motion. The motion was argued with as much force as ability,
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and when the court came to pass on the motion, he sustained
the same, and in order to ‘‘ quash the writ” he laid the piece of
paper called the writ on the table or box in front of him and
said—* by virtue of authority vested in me as a Justice of the
Peacel squash ye,” then striking his hand heavily on the offend-
ing writ caught the same in his hand and tore it to fragments.
It was “squashed.”

In the summer of 1861, after the Legislature had passed the
act called the * dog law,” which shelved for the time being so
many politicians, and gave very many others an opportunity to
enter the military service and win name and fame on the battle
field, a case for killing a dog was tried before one Lorenzo Dow
Pate, a Justice of Raglan, when the court, after hearing the case
and being informed by the attorney for the defendant that there
was no law prohibiting a man from murdering his neighbor’s
dog, took up the Code of 1851, and read about fifty pages—read
until urged by counsel and clients for a ruling or finding, said,
“ Gientlemen, I can't find any law here but that the defendant
had the right to kill the dorg; it can't be murder, for that must
be the premeditated killing of a human being, ete., nor can this
be manslaoghter, but I think, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, that this is a case of dogslaughter, and the defendant is
hereby ordered to get another dorg for the prosecutor, a dorg a
leetle bigger than the one he killed—provided he can get one.”

In 1865 a case was being tried before Joel H. Patch, then a
Justice of the Peace; a jury was demanded by one of the parties
to the action, venire was issued and the constable went eagerly
on his errand to procure a jury, and happened to stumble on
Joshua B. Akers, who had only a few minutes previously been
married; served the writ on him; when the jury was soon made
up and accepted. Of this jury, two of the namber being known
to the fact that Akers had just committed matrimony, viz.: Nor-
man B. Hardy and George R. Brainard; the case was called, evi-
dence introduced, argument had, and the case submitted to the
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jury by 4 o’clock p. s, but the jurors last named being instigated
by the devil, and not having the fear of God before their eyes,
did, then and there, willfully and maliciously “hang that jury”
all night until 8 o’clock next morning, so as to play a ** goake”
on the newly married member. It is said that Akers proposed
to pay the plaintiff’s claim and costs if the jury would agree to
this, but Hardy said the defendant shouldn’t have a penny, no
matter who paid it, and Brainard was equally as obstinate.

Shortly after, his Honor, James Hardy, was inducted into the
office of County Judge. In 1854, on a certain day, just as the
business was being closed up, a young gentleman and lady en-
tered the office of the aforesaid official, when the following col-
loquy ensued:

Young Man—* Air you the Jedge of this ere county?"”

The Court—* Yes sir.”

Young Man—* Tobitha and me wants to—a—git married, and
I want you to say the wurds, if ye will.”

Court—* You are both big enough and that is all that is re-
quired at this time; are you both riddy?”

Both answering in the affirmative, the Court was a little non-
plussed, not exactly having studied his piece yet, could not
repeat the marriage ceremony, and as the © court™ was presumed
to know everything, braced himself for the occasion and said:

“Stand up. Join your left hands and each of you raise your
right hand;” this being performed, the court used the following
words, as the marriage ceremony:

“You, and each of you, solemnly swear that you will sup-
port the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution
of the State of Iowa, and that you will faithfully and impar-
tially discharge the duties of husband and wife to the best of
your ability, and never apply for a divorce, here or elsewhere, so
help you God—$2.50, please.”

This, though a little out of form, unquestionably was strong
enough for all practical purposes.
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John Rogers, (not the one burned at Smithfield) of Cass town-
ship, being elected to the position of Justice of the Peace in
1864, like many other persons when elected to office, determined
to make the office and personage as exalted as possible, was at
one time called upon by Isaiah Dungan to act as a court in the
collection of a claim against a man by the name of Wilson,
whose initials were not known, but whose residence was on a
little stream called the “Pigeon.” Notice was issued by the court
and the case entitled, ‘“Isaiah Dungan against the youngest
Wilson on the Pigeon.”” The day set for trial arrived, and Court,
to be certain that his court was convened in due and legal form,
before proceeding with the case, passed out of the door of his
cabin, climbed to the highest rail on his fence in front of the
cabin, and at the top of his voice, said; * Hear ye, hear ye, the
Honorable Court of the Hon. John Rogers will begin business
in mighty short meter; come if you want to.” The case being thus
called the court proceeded to hear the evidence of the plaintiff,
when a young scion of the court came to the father and attempted
to climb upon his knee, whereupon the court addressed the
offending youngster, by saying: * Sonny, stand away; keep off;
you retard the administration of justice, besides you are bother-
ing his Honor, this ere court.” The evidence being heard, the
court entered the following judgment, viz.: ‘It is hereby found
that plaintiff’ git of the defendant, the youngest Wilson on the
Pigeon, the sum of ten dollars and six bits and my costs, and
the next case is the ‘dog case,’” which was a cause set for hear-
ing the same day,in which the question to be determined was
the value of a “ puppy dog,” three weeks old, which had been
confiscated by one boy from another.

Hon. L. R. Bolter and P. D. Mickel, at and during the first
half of the sixties, tried a case before a county justice by the
name of Isaiah Dungan, on the east side of the county, wherein
the pivotal point in the case rested on the time of the happen-
ing of a certain event. It was necessary for Mr. Bolter to show
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that such event happened at and on Christmas day, or his case
was lost. To prove this circumstance Mr. B. put on the witness
stand a man by the name of Draper, who testified that he knew
the matter to have taken place before Christmas—when Mr.
M. in cross-examination urged the witness to tell how he knew
that the act took place before that time; to which the witness
replied: “I know it took place before Christmas, because it took
place on the 27th of December, and any fool knows that the 27th
of December is just before Christmas.” Mickel now thought he
had his man, and that the backbone of plaintiff’s case was broken,
and when it came to the argument of the case to the jury, and
when the case had been argued by Mr. B., the first sentences
uttered by Mr. M. in opening his argument, were these, viz.:
* Great God! Gentlemen of the Jury. How can you place any
confidence in the statements of the witness Draper? That
man Draper is either an unmitigated liar or else a profound
ignoramus. Can you believe any man who is so supremely
tgnorant as not to know the day on which Jesus Christ was mur-
dered?” This was a heroic dose dished out to the jury, and as
a result Mr. B. won his case; but the sequel showed that Bolter
had a willful and malicious intent towards Mickel, even after
distancing him in the trial of this case, because he sent Mickel
down to stay all night with Eldridge Graham, while he took up
his evening quarters at the home of a Mr. Smith, near by, where
the beds were good and the food eatable. On the next morning
Mr. Bolter drove around to see how Mickel was getting along.
and coming in sight of the Graham mansion, saw Mickel stand-
ing a few rods from the door, and as soon as Bolter came up,
addressed him in this language: ** Bolter, you have been guilty
of conduct unbecoming a lawyer and Democrat. You infernal
hound, you have sent me to a place ¢nhabited, and where the
entire family have the itch.” Apologies were offered and inno-
cence urged, whereat the parties became reconciled.

Captain Wm. M. Hill, who for a long time in the early days
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acted as clerk of the courts, had some pretensions to a knowl-
edge of the law, and would take cases and attempt to try them
before what he called * prairie courts.” In the trial of a case
before Sam Sharpneck, a Justice of the Peace in and for Clay
township, Hill appeared for the defendant, Michael Wallace, and
Joe Smith appeared for himself; this ante-dating the present
law permitting parties to the action testifying, the case being
brought upon a book account. Hill, when Smith produced his
book, and was about to testify to the correctness of the account,
objected to Smith testifying, and based the objection on the ex-
ceptions to the provisions of section 2388, of the Code of 1851,
viz.: “But an Indian, negro, mulatto or black person shall not
be allowed to give evidence in any cause wherein a white person
is a party.” “Now,” says Hill, after reading the exception,
“look at Smith and determine if the objection is not well taken.”
The court inspected the plaintiff and attorney, and sustained the
objection; whereupon Smith hurled a copy of the Code at Hill’s
head, telling him if he would again open his face he would land
the Code in his stomach, and thereby he would have more law
than he ever had. A small row was then in being, when Levi
Motz interfered, catching each by the collar, restored order; and
the court, without any evidence, rendered judgment for the plain-
tiff for half the amount of the claim.

In the selection of a jury, in the case of the State of Iowa vs.
James Long, brought from Shelby county on change of venue,
a long, gaunt fellow, from ** Sandy Point,” was called into the
jury box and interrogated, on his voir dire, as to his qualification
to act as a juror in said case. Among other questions put to
him touching his competency, the following was propounded:

Question by the attorney: * Are you of foreign birth, or are
you a native-born citizen?”
Answer by juror: ‘‘No, sir; I'm a Missourian.”

The juror was by both parties excused.
A case was being tried before a certain justice in the “ Gumbo”
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district, on the south side of the county, the parties to the action
being Seth Chase, plaintiff, vs. Mary Case, defendant. The plain-
tiff having introduced his evidence, and the defendant but one
witness—the defendant having testified in her own behalf; her
testimony being somewhat damaging to the plaintiff, the plain-
tiff attempted to impeach her, and in this attempt called a cer-
tain witness on the stand, and propounded the usual interroga-
tories respecting such conditions, among which questions and
answers the following was had, viz.:

By theattorney: “Mzr.D.,are you acquainted with the defend-
ant’s reputation for truth and veracity, in the neighborhood in
which she lives?”

Witness: ** Well, Squire, she'd tell the truth; but about her
veracity, some say she would, and some say she wouldn't.”

One more citation and I will close this already too lengthy
subject. Itisthis: At a certain election a certain individual was
elected to the exalted position of Justice of the Peace, and be-
tween the day of election and the first Monday in January fol-
lowing, the time when they appeared before the county judge
and qualified, there appeared hefore this “quasi” court two indi-
viduals,a gentleman and lady, and requested the official to marry
them. He had some compunctions of conscience at first. and
was not really settled in his mind whether at and during this
“ad interim ™ he was clothed with sufficient legal authority to
pronounce the ceremony; but a legal friend at his elbow sug-
gested that he could marry them now, and when he had * qual-
ified” he could date the marriage certificate back, and no harm
would be done. This counsel was accepted as alegal verity, and
the marriage, so far as the saying of the ceremony was concerned
by the court, and the assent of the pair uniting their destinies
by this act, was to the satisfaction of all considered consummated,
when the bride demanded a marriage certificate; whereupon the
court gave one, being nearly in the words following, viz.:
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“This is to certify that Mr. A. B. and Miss C. D. appeared
before me this .. day of ...., 1858, and wanted to git married;
whereupon I then and there properly, legally and solemnly pro-
nounced to you the marriage ceremony, which you both gladly
assented to. This, then, is to permit you to live in this town-
ship and do as old folks do, until I get qualified, and when that
occurs I will give you a certificate, and date it back to this date,
s0 as to kiver accidents.”

(Signed) B....w....,J.P.

Dated ...., A. D. 1858.

POST ROADS AND POST ROUTES,

As well as mail facilities, were luxuries which the early settler
did not anticipate, and no matter as to the anticipation, if
anticipated, the bottom soon fell out of the anticipation on
arriving and settling. From the date of the selecting of the first
claim in the county, viz.:in the early spring of 1847, up toand until
the month of June, 1855, there was not a postoffice in the entire
county. There were here at that time not less than one thousand
of a population, and the nearest postoffice Kanesville, or as now
known, Council Bluffs; and this under a Democratic administra-
tion. From 1847 to 1855 the only meavs of obtaining letters
from the far off home in the east or from the * faderland,” was
to patiently wait until the spirit moved some adventurous mind
in the neighborhood to journey to Council Bluffs, and while there
if perchance he thought of it, call at the office, and having ob-
tained the letters or newspaper, carry them to the person
addressed in the crown of his hat. The only mail sack used for
eight years after the first settlement was the hat-crown route,
which during the days of cheap “non-prohibition,” very often
failed to be on time and make timely connection.

During the month of Juue, 1855, the Western Stage Company
put on a daily Jine of hacks between Council Bluffs and Sioux
City, which event was hailed with more delight than was the
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puffing of the locomotive as the railroad train swept grandly down
the Boyer valley in 1866, connecting Chicago via Clinton and
Cedar Rapids with Council Bluffs and Omaha, and the govern-
ment, at the time of the establishment of said hack line, con-
tracted with the stage company to supply the different places
along the route with a daily mail. Upon the happening of the
above there were only three postoffices in the entire county, viz.:
Magnolia, Calhoun and Fontainebleau, the latter being the
name of the office at the place where Col. Cochran now occupies
as a farm, a little distance up the Little Sioux river, on the same
side on which the village of the same name is now located.

This Western Stage Company at this time was more arbitrary
and dignified than the railroads of the present day, and scarcely
had they made a dozen trips by way of Magnolia until
Brown, Meeches, und divers other persons of Calhoun, sub-
sidized the company, and the result was that the county seat at
Magnolia was * star routed " and supplied by a side mail from
her rival, Calhoun, and subsequently furnished by a by-path
from the old ** Oaks Station " at the foot of the bluffs, at the
point where Allen creek debouches into and is lost in the Mis-
souri bottoms. This treatment to the people of Magnolia was
accepted as an unpardonable insult, and to make up for this
defect, they went earnestly to work building churches. school
houses, a court house, and by these means out rivaled their enemy;
for be it known, that Calhoun, though mote than thirty years
old has never possessed sufficient religious enthusiasm to have a
church huilding; dispensing with this, she has fallen into inoc-
uous desuetude; the other, though a distance of six miles from
railroad, telegraph or telephone, still holds a hand unnerved by
time or other adverse circumstances.

The town of Fontainebleau, or La Ponteur's town, having been
laid out contrary to the wishes and expectations of the original
settlers of the vicinity of the place, and the obtainment of the
postoffice at that place, precipitated the building of a bridge
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across the Little Sioux river near the site where the present bridge
is now located at the town of Little Sioux, and as soon as this was
completed, Hon. Thos. B. Neely, S. W. Condit, David Gamet, et
al., all being grade Democrats, bronght their united strength to
bear upon the department at Washington, and had the postoffice
changed from Fontainebleau to Little Sioux. The travel then
turned from the foot of the bluffs across the Little Sioux river at
Little Sioux town, and from this place on north to Ashton, then
the county seat of Monona county. This circumstance happen-
ing in 1857, the postotfice has remained at the latter place ever
since. Fontaineblean lapsed back into her virgin condition and
now constitutes a part of one of the best farms in the county.

The town of St. Johns, on the left bank of the Boyer river,
nearly opposite the present site of Missouri Valley, being laid out
in the summer of 1857, soon after birth began to assume metro-
politan airs, and by the spring of 1858 had sufficient settle-
ment and population to be entitled to postal facilities, and then,
as now, the inhabitants being largely of the Democratie political
faith, demanded of the bachelor President, James Buchanan, the
establishmentof a postoffice at that place, which request, as soon
as received, was promptly granted, and the Western Stage Com-
pany were ordered to supply this place with mail facilities, which
was accordingly done, until Missouri Valley swallowed up the sur-
rounding country and made such changes that a postoffice at
the old town was no longer needed.

In the month of May, 1858, two additional routes were let
and put in operation, viz.: One from Magnolia to Adel in Dallas
county, passing through by way of Butler's Mills, Olmstead,
thence to Galland's Grove at Shelbyville, the then seat of
justice of Shelby county, and on east through Audubon and
Guthrie counties to the terminus last named. At this time
postoffices were established at Butler’s Mills and Olmstead, and
supplied semi-weekly. Several individuals of recent settlement
in the county have inquired as to the origin of the name of the
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town of Woodbine, and why so named. In reply I will say, as
did old Adam in the garden of Eden, when a certain question
was propounded to him, “ A woman did it.” Mr. L. D. Batler
at this time was the owner of and resided with his family at the
Butler Mills, and in the spring of 1858, when the question was
asked ** what shall be the name of our postoffice,” Mrs. Butler,
who was born in merry old England, and had never forgotten
the clusters of woodbine that ran up and clambered around the
doors and windows of the old far off home, promptly requested
that she should be permitted to name the new postoffice, and
when assent was given, she promptly gave the same the name
of Woodbine, in consequence of the conditions last above
stated. This line was so changed in 1863 as to leave Wood-
bine and Manteno off the route, and ran from Magnolia to
‘Whitesboro—then a postoffice; thence to Jeddo, Jason Z. Hunt
postmaster; thence direct to Havlan and on to Adel as above
stated.

Henry Olmstead, who settled in the spring of 1857, at the
place where this postoffice was established, had the place or
office named after himself, but upon the completion of the Chi-
cago & Northwestern railroad down the Boyer, this office was
discontinued, and the mail sent to this office was ordered to be
sent to Dunlap.

The other line, established in 1838, as before stated, had its
initial point at Magnolia, and ran semi-weekly towards the west,
to De Soto,in Washington county, Nebraska, a distance of quite
thirty-five miles by the route then traveled, and many of the
settlers of that time will yet remember the * carry-all” of Mr.
Jerome Seely, who at that time was the servant of the Demo-
cratic administration which compelled him to wade, swim or
boat the country through from the edge of the bluffs on the
Towa side so as to land the United States mails safely on the
Nebraska side at the place of destination at any bluff where
there was sufficient dry land to afford opportunity for distribu-

8
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tion. These routes were continued until the running of mails on
the cars on the Chicago & Northwestern railroad, and on the 8. C.
& Pacific railroad, a circumstance which took place in 1866-7.

At the inception of the year 1864, the postal department
established a post-route from Council Bluffs via Crescent
City, Harris Grove, Reeder's Mills, Woodbine, Manteno, and
from thence to Olmstead and then on to Ft. Dodge. The
first contractor on this route was one James Billings, known by
all persons as ‘** Laughing Jim,” (the music of whose laughter
was more forcible than elegant), which provided for a semi-
weekly service and continued up to 1866.

In 1863 there was also established a weekly route from Mag-
nolia to Smithland on the south line of Woodbury county, fur-
nishing Preparation, Mt. Pisgah, Belvidere and Castana with
postal faeilities, which continued up to and until 1867, at the
time the Sioux City road began the carrying of the mails.

In the fall of 1866, at the time at which the C. & N. W. rail-
road began her regular trips down the Boyer Valley and had
reached Council Bluffs, the Western stage from the last named
place to Sioux City was dispensed with so far as the Magnolia
mail was concerned, and Magnolia was supplied with mails from
Woodbine by a daily service run and operated by George R.
and Orville Brainard, which service was continued up to and
until a postoffice was established at Logan, which was in the
fall of 1867. And here let it be remembered that the railroads,
with all their boasted magnanimity, passed and repassed the
town of Logan for nearly one year from the time of the first
trip, before any mails were given off for the accommodation of
the citizens of the community. Not until there were orders
from the postal department of a peremptory character, did
this neighborhood receive any benefits from this important
factor of the Government.

From 1867 up to the present Magnolia has been supplied with
a daily mail from Logan, a place which is the depot of, or the
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greatest distributing pointin Harrison county. From this place
at the present, the mails for one fourth of the county, at the
present, ave separated and forwarded to the places of destination.
Here all the mail matter for Reeder's Mills, Valley View, Persia,
Needmore, Beebetown and Magnolia is sacked and forwarded to
the respective places of destination. The Calhoun, Whitesboro,
Jeddo, Raglan and Harris Grove postoffices are discontinued,
and in lieu of the old order of things, Danlap, Woodbine, and Mis-
sourl Valley are furnished with four mails per day, viz.: two east
and two west, alternating morning and evening, so that no
better accommodation could now be had either as to the times of
mails or gentility of the postmasters. While this is a Demo-
cratic administration, no more competent man ever filled the
position of postmaster than Doc. Massie, the present official at
Logan.

California Junction, Modale, Mondamin, River and Little Sioux
are equally accommodated in this respect, and all goes merry as
a marriage hell. [f the reader will pardon a little digression I
will relate the thoughts of a few of the “ gentler sex” on the
old order of postoffices and time of getting letters as to the
early days of western Towa : * Why,” says one, “I could never
wait for my fellow to go thirty-five miles to a postoffice to
obtain my letters, carry them home and then travel a distance
of thirty-five miles more to mail the answer—think of the poor
fellow travelling 140 miles to hear from me and answer my let-
ters — this life is too short for such circumlocution.” The
other said, * I would go to my male by the most direct mail route
and stay.”

LIFE ON THE PRAIRIE

In the years 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851, 1852, 1853, 1854, and up
to 1866, was very different from thatof the present day. A#t the
present date, little if any difference exists between the advan-
tages of the Slope counties and that of the most refined location
of the most fastidious East. But do the people of the present
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for one moment think of the embarrassments, barren privileges,
isolatious from society and hardships the fathers and mothers
were compelled to endure while this part of the country was
merging from nature’s primitive state into that of eivilization, a
crystalization of society? How many of the present generation
would be willing to forego the pleasures and comforts of home
and go on a pilgrimage of seventy miles to procure a half bushel
of seed corn, so as to have something to place in Mother
Earth, in order to have the roasting ear, or when the same
became ripened by the lapse of time info the full-fledged ear;
then when ripe for the sickle. to pluck the same and then return,
either on foot or by ox team the same distance, viz.: seventy
miles, in order to have the same crushed into meal to be used for
corn dodger, hoe-cake or mush.

Daniel Brown, Uriah Hawkins, B. T. Hardin, Ira Perjue, Ezra
Vincent, Lucins Merchant, George Blackman, Amos Chase, the
father of the Cutler boys, Jerry Motz, Levi Motz, George
Mefford, John Jeffrey, and all others who settled in this connty
prior to 1853, were by force of circumstances compelled to go to
Coolidge's mill on the Pigeon, which was two miles north of the
town of Crescent City, or to Coonsville (now known as Glenwood),
in order to have any meal ground by the process now in opera-
tion. Abiscuit of wheaten bread was aluxury that the parents
and children of that day and generation did not aspire to,
and in case there were such a delicacy as a loaf of wheat bread
or a dish of wheat biscuit set upon the table, the immediate inquiry
from the children was, Where did this come from, or Who
has been married ?

Up to the year of 1855 there was not a flouring mill north of
the Pigeon, and the only mill north of Council Bluffs at and
during the year of 1854 was the one known as the Coolidge mill,
just up the bluffs from Cresent City, which was in 1854 pur-
chased of Coolidge by one William Reel, a brother to Henry
Reel, who is now a resident of Logan, and built and ran the mill
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near to Logan, known all through the country, for twenty years,
as Reel's Mills.

Mr. George Blackman, as well as all others who resided here
prior to 1854, had quite a gala day in going and returning from
mill. The ox team was the propelling power of transportation,
and when the Willow, Boyer, or Pigeon was reached, there
being at that time no bridges, the ax in the hand of the driver
felled the tree across the unbridged stream, the oxen were
unyoked and made to swim the river, the wagon taken in pieces
and carried by main strength and awkwardness across on the
mmpromptu bridge as well as the grist, and this modus operandi,
ad infinitum, until the mill was reached and the return home
was consummated.

The covered wagon was the car of the prairie, in which the fam-
ily and goods pertaining to household affairs were transported, and
this was rigged with as much care as to room and comfort as the
present palace car. Every nook, cranny or corner was utilized,
for those who have experienced this modus of travel say that it
is surprising into what smallness of space a small family of ten
or fifteen can be stowed away by the experienced conductor or
conductoress. These trains, though not traversing more than ten
to twenty miles per day, at some time in life generally struck the
terminus of the route, yet with all the slowness of the journey,
many there are of the present day who would prefer to travel by
this kind of conveyance rather than by the rapid going of the
lightning train which measures the distances by hours rather
than by miles. The constant change of scenery, as well as the
independence of owning a person’s own train and making out
their own time table, possessed a charm fully appreciated by the
old-timers of 1847 to 1866.

The bill of fare at and during the time last named did not cover
the space and contain the Frenchified airs of the present, for at
that time a saddle of venison, a cup of cold water, a quarter sec-
tion of baked squash and a good hoe-cake, filled the cup of bless-
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ings, and they who subsisted on these were as brave, whole-
souled, brawny men as ever located in a new country, shouldered
the rifle and built and defended the cabin.

All settlers up to the fall of 1853 were, as just before stated,
compelled to go to Coolidge’s mill or Reel’s mill, on the Pigeon. or
if there were too many ahead of the party lately arriving, then
there was no alternative hut to push on to Coonsville (now Glen-
wood) and there court the smiles of Dame Fortune. These trips to
the mill scarcely ever were completed sooner than a week or ten
days, but when the rations of corn meal or the little sack of wheat
flour did come, it was far more appreciated than at this date.
At and during the fall of 1853, Stephen Mahoney and Jonas
W. Chatburn attached a kind of corn cracker to their saw
mill, located on the Willow, and during the latter part of a cer-
tain day began the grinding of corn. This was hailed as a
great benefit to the country, but scarcely had they pulverized a
half score of bushels till they were called to supper by their
good wives and treated to a nice dish of corn bread, the first
ground by the new mill, and as soon as the meal was completed
they again returned to the mill to furnish meal for other families,
who, like themselves, were anticipating a morsel of this luxury,
when returning, to their horror, the infernal wolves had broken
the connection between the cracker and the power, by eating the
raw hides which had been used as belting.

This misfortune caused many a boy to dispense with his corn
“dodger” until such times as the proprietors of this merchant mill
could butcher another cow and stretch and dry the hide, so as to
malke desired connection with the corn eracker and saw mill. In
the month of December, of the same year, Mr. Henry Reel had
his mill on the Boyer, being the same which Mr. James McCoid
now owns and operates, in running order, and this gave to all
the people on the east of the Boyer and north a chance to get
meal, which at that time was run night and day to supply the
demands.
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At the time Mr. Henry Reel settled here in 1852, there was not
another white settler between the present site of Logan town and
the residence or tract of land on the Boyer, known as the Joe
Hill place, in Pottawattamie county, except the location made
by William Dakan, on what is now known as the Joe Culver
farm, not far from the old town of St. Johns, on the east side of
the Boyer. There was not at the time last named another settler
on the Boyer between this location and the north pole; neither
were the Pigeon, Boyer, Willow, Soldier or the Little Sioux
rivers bridged except during the winter, when nature furnished
bridges at little tax to the settlers.

In the fall of 1856 Mr. Reel so far improved his mills as to
grind wheat, and from that time up to the present the process of
swimming rivers to procure milling has been dispensed with.

In the fall of 1855 and spring of 1856 Mr. L. D. Butler and a
Mr. Coolidge built a mill at or near Woodbine, and this. together
with one erected and put in operation on the Willow by Mr.
James Hardy and Jake Huffman, in 1855, placed Harrison county,
so far as milling facilities were concerned, far ahead of any of
the sister counties of the slope.

Away back in 1856 and 1857 it was as good as attending a
circus to listen to Mr. L. D. Butler and Jake Huffman joke each
other about the different ways they manipulated the grists of
their patrons so as to leave the unfortunate owner a little of the
grist and all of the sack. This, though only a war of words,
would oftentimes warm up to such a degree of intensity that those
not acquainted with the men would suppose that they were
about to devour each other. Some one attempting to write a
history of Harrison county has said that the saw mill of Maho-
ney & Chatburn, at Magnolia, was the first mill in the county to
saw a plank, but there are others who claim that the mill built
on the Willow, near Calhoun, antedated that of Mahoney &
Chatburn. As to this fact I will not now attempt a decision,
from the fact that such a circumstance would not at this day
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and generation be used as a political fact in the election of a
president or in the establishment of a church.

In 1853 two men, by the names of Greenman and Allen, con-
structed a mill on Allen creek, just west of Magnolia, which
proved to be a sort of thundergust arrangement, and would only
run for a short time after a rain, because of lack of water, and
jast below this a mill frame was put up by Jacob Huffman.
This never was completed, but was taken down by Hardy and
Huffman and rebuilt on the Willow as before mentioned.

Owen Thorpe built a saw mill on Six Mile creek in 1856, and
at the same time old Grandfather William Reeder erected one
on the same creek three or four miles further down. These,
though not manufacturing lumber with the rapidity which the
steam mills of the present do, still for a new county the same
served an excellent purpose. At this age these old “up and
down” saw mills, in which the saw rose with the sun and set
when the sun went down, would tire the patience of * Young
America” because of the fast conditions and brevity of human
Life.

As to the hardships of frontier life I cannot better represent
the same, than by giving the statements, verbatim, as given me
by Mrs. Sally Young, the oldest woman in the neighborhood of
Logan, and who has continuously resided in the vicinity ever
since the summer of 1850. Mrs. Young is the widow of David
Young, deceased; and is the mother, grand-mother or great-
grand-mother of the entire Young family:

“We located in this county in 1850, and here found, as we
thought, the garden of Eden, a vast prairie of beautiful flowers
and a great abundance of wild fruits. At this time the country
was very thinly settled, our nearest neighbors being six miles
away; the nearest trading point Council Bluffs; nearest mill
seventeen miles, and flour sixteen dollars per barrel and groceries
quite as expensive. By 1851 our provisions were nearly ex-
hausted, and the water in the Pigeon being so low they could
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not crack corn, we were compelled to grate all our meal on corn
graters made out of old tin, but we had a large supply of meat,
including venison, prairie hens. wild turkeys, etc., ete.

“We were told, when moving here, that we could not keep
horses because the flies were so bad, and we traded our horses for
oxen, and when we arrived on the Boyer we found the state-
ment to be true, for the flies were so numerous and so plentiful
that we could not work the oxen in the heat of the day, when
the flies were bad, for they would have been eaten up, and
only escaped by hiding themselves in the thickets, and when
night came we would have teams hitched up and do our work
atter dark. The mosquitoes were very bad, and during all of the
summer time we were compelled to keep a smoke in the house
from sunset until the following morning, so as to keep these
insects away. Wolves were quite plenty and very troublesome,
for at the middle of a certain day two attacked a yearling calf
near our door, and one of the boys ran out with the gun and
shot one while the rascal was trying to kill the calf.

*1, on my way to the county, had bought a pair of chickens,
and in the first fall after locating here a lynx came nearly to the
house and tried to carry away the old hen, but the dog rescued
her twice, but Mr. Lynx, at the third trial, was determined and
finally made a Methodist supper on old ¢ Speckle.’

*“ The deer were doubly as numerous as wolves, for I could look
out of our door at most any time of day and see a herd of them
peacefully grazing on the prairies. No bridges, then, on the
Boyer; each man made his own bridge, by felling a tree across
the stream for his own convenience. Our first home was a little
log shanty, covered with puncheons split out of the log with the
axe, and the chimney was made of sods. Notwithstanding all that
I have said, I do think that these few first years we settled here
were the happiest of our lives, because we were anxious to get
homes and care for our families, which at times were quite numer-
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ous, and these cares took up all our time, so that we did not
have time to think of hardships or dangers.

“ With all the deprivations of the early days, viewed from this
standpoint of quite forty years, there was much to brighten
and cheer the settler, from the fact that there were oceans of
game, tons upon tons of summer and fall acids, in the shape of
plums, grapes, early strawberries, together with a hundred
things of which time and space prohibit present mention.

“The thousands of deer which roamed up and down the val-
leys, crossed from valley to vale by the very many runways, these
to be had at the little cost of shooting and dressing, gave to the
larder all, yea, perhaps better than is now experienced by many,
who at the present live in this, what is now termed the land of
plenty. Great droves of wild turkeys lined the skirts and inter-
ior of every timber track, and honey was far more plentiful then
than now.”

Mr. Richard Musgrave of Twelve Mile Grove, Horatio Cay-
wood, Daniel Brown, Levi Motz, Jerry Motz, George Blackman,
Nephi Yocum, and the Alexander boys, all tell me that at many
times the eye taking in the landscape from some little promon-
tory would often see as many as two or three hundred deer at a
time; would look somewhat like unto a flock or flocks of sheep,
ail quietly grazing until some old sentinel would give the alarm,
when the entire herd would flee with a fleetness for which
these timid creatures are so noted.

A turkey roast could be had as often as the appetite craved
this luxury. In fact the palate was so often regaled by this
magnificent diet that the same ceased to be a luxury and at
muny times became insipid by reason of its bounteousness.

The only bear killed or seen in the county was in the winter
of 1857 and 1858. It was killed by George Caywood in the willows
in Clay township. 'Tis said that George was the most thor-
oughly frightened hunter, at the time he killed the big monster,
that ever captured a coon or shot a deer. The circumstances of
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the killing were these : he had been out in the willows which
abound so plentifully in that township, all the afternoon of the
day, killing wild-cats; his hounds gave tongue, and he, supposing
that they had a cat at bay, crept carefully up to the place indi-
cated by the dogs, and by reason of the denseness of these willow
glades, was within fifteen feet of Mr. Bruin, before he saw the
game or the bear saw him. As soon as the bear saw the hunter
he rose on his hind feet and in this erect position charged the
hunter, when Caywood, who was so badly frightened that he could
scarcely hold his gun, managed to cock and bring the same to
his face and fired. He threw down his firearm, ran like a canine
to which a can had been attached to his * narrative’ for home, a
distance of two miles, and told the father and Frank what he
had seen and done. The night being then well developed, they
all waited until the morning light and then set out for the hunt-
ing ground; when arriving at the spot they found the bear dead,
and when drawn home it weighed something over 300 pounds.
On inspection of the animal, it was found that Caywood had
made a capital shot and had perforated the heart of the bear.
Many assertions have been made in regard to the presence
of the larger game, viz.: buffalo, elk, ete., since the organization
of the county in 1853, and no person has hugged the truth as
closely as George Musgrave (editor of the Logan Observer). who
in 1851 was but a beardless boy and settled with his father, Mr.
Richard Musgrave, in the valley of the Boyer, in Boyer township.
This question being under discussion, the following is from
the able and racy pen of this veteran editor. It was produced n
the columns of the Logan Observer of date of March 6, 1887:

“THE LAST BUFFALO.

«Reference has been made in the papers to the killing of a
buffalo in this county, which occurred about the year 1863, and
when alluded to it is spoken of as ‘the last of its species ever
killed in Harrison county, which is trae enough. But it is also
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true that it was the first buffalo ever killed or seen by any white
man, so far as there is any record or proof, inside of this county.
The year 1850 is about as early as any settlement is known to
have been made in this county, prior to which it was entirely
uninhabited and almost unvisited by white men, and yet not one
of these first settlers has ever been found who has ever seen or
heard of any one claiming to have seen buffaloes here. In 1851
there were plenty of elk and deer, with evidences of their having
inhabited these parts for years past, their horns being thickly
strewn over the virgin prairies everywhere, in all stages of per-
fection and decay. But such evidence of the presence of buffalo
was rarely found, which convinces the writer that the home of
the king of the plains has been wholly west of the Missouri for the
past seventy-five years at least. The one alluded to as the ‘last
ever seen here,’ was first discovered near the Boyer river in Boyer
township, a short distance north of the farm of Josiah Coe. A
few of the neighbors got after it on horseback and gave chase in
an easterly direction., pursuing it very closely for five or six
miles. They chased it around the east side of Twelve Mile
G1ove, across the farms of Matthew Hall and George Mefford,
over on to the south branch of the Picayune, where G. W. Pugs-
ley then resided, who happened to be standing in the door of his
cabin and saw the horsemen driving the buffalo before them
directly towards him. Seizing his rifle he stepped out, and when
the buffalo approached within a few rods and stopped, nearly
exhausted, he drew a bead and fortunately brought the noble
fellow down, when but a few seconds elapsed ere his pursuers were
all around and on top of him. Thus the last and first buffalo
was dispatched. The writer ate a share of the meat. At this time
we thought the county pretty well settled. The elk had all dis-
appeared years before and the sight of a deer had become a rare
curiosity. Where this buffalo came from remains a mystery, but
it had evidently strayed from the herd at least a hundred miles
away. None were then known to approach nearer than fifty or
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seventy-five miles to the Missouri river from the western plains
beyond, where at that time countless thousands of them roamed,
almost unmolested.”

In numerous places in the county, even at present, large quan-
tities of the bones of buffalo are found; usually in and near
what were formerly marshy places, and along the little creeks
where the banks are constantly being washed away by the fresh-
ets of the country or where the banks are caving in by reason
of the frosts and atmospheric agencies. Mr. Jacob Stern tells
me of fishing out of a spring along some of the little branches
in Harris Grove, about the year 1858, a very large buffalo skull,
which from its appearance indicated that it had laid covered up
in that place for a Jong time. Also Mr. William Frazier, an old
veteran of the Mexican war, and who has been a resident of this
county for the past thirty-three years, informs me that near his
residence, a short distance from the place known as * Reeder’s
Mills,” there is a small stream, in the banks of which the soil is
full of bones of this animal, so much so that the attention of
all is called to the peculiar characteristics, and wonder how this
particular spot should contain so many bones. This undoubt-
edly was, some time in the past, a very marshy place, and from
the manner in which these bones are placed, would indicate that
the animals had mired and the skeletons have remained from
that date to the present intact.

Plentiful as were the deer and elk at the beginning of settle-
ment, they have faded out of existence entirely in the State of
Towa at the present; but up to the winter of 1856 and 1857—a
winter which is known by all the old settlers as the * hard win-
ter "-——they were so abundant that they were scarcely considered
as a luxury or even a necessity as a family diet. On the 3d
day of December, 1856, a little snow began falling in the morn-
ing, increasing in force from minute to minute for three days,
and to the fall of the snow was added that terrible gain twist
that Towa winds can produce, and this of such force that neither
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man nor beast could find the path or highway for twenty rods,
and lasting as above stated for seventy-two hours without a par-
ticle of intermission, heaped and drove the snow high above and
over every obstacle, the particles of snow, frozen as hard as the
hardest diamonds, cut and drifted into every nook, crevice and
cranny, so that when the winds had subsided there was found to
be quite a four foot depth of snow all over the county. This
great snow-fall being in two or three weeks supplemented by a
two days’ drizzling rain, and this again freezing, left this surface
so encrusted with ice that men, dogs and wolves could travel as
readily as though upon the bare surface of Mother Earth, but
alas for the poor deer and elk! they were left at the mercy of
man, Indian and wolf, for every attempt to flee found them
leaping into drifts of snow to the depths above stated, and these
encrusted with ice so strong as to bear up a man, the icy surface
cut their limbs so that they were wholly at the mercy of every
foe. Hundreds of deer were butchered through pure wanton-
ness, and nearly exterminated at this period.

THE BEAVER.

The beaver (castor, cuv), a fur bearing amphibious animal of
the rodent or gnawing order (rodenta). The beaver has the
head compressed, with an unbroken line of profile from occiput
to muzzle; two large incisors and eight molars in each jaw, with
large and powerful muscles, regulating the movements of the
inferior jaw; eyes disproportionately small and vision of short
range; ears very small but hearing acute; sense of smell power-
ful; body short between the fore and hind legs, broad, heavy
and clumsy; length when full grown, from end of nose to tip of
tail, three feet six inches; weight from thirty to forty pounds.
The fore feet of the beaver are digitigrade and the hinder ones
plantigrade. The paws are small in proportion to the animal. In
swimming they are not used and are folded under the body; but
they are capable of some rotary movement, which enables the
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beaver to handle and carry sticks, limbs of trees, mud and stones,
and to use his paws as hands while sitting up or walking on his
hind legs. The hind feet are the propelling power in swim-
ming, and the feet are fully webbed to the root of the claws. The
most conspicuous organ, the tail, is from ten to eleven inches
long and five and a half broad, nearly flat, straight and covered
with black horny scales. The common error that the tail is the
beaver’s trowel is confuted by the fact that the animal always
uses mud and soft earth as mortar, but it serves as a pounder
to pack mud and earth in constructing lodges and dams, is
used in swimming as a scull, assists in diving, and by striking
a powerful blow, the report of which can be heard at a distance
of half a mile, it gives an alarm; while the strong muscles
enables the beaver when standing erect to use the tail as a prop.
The female brings forth from two to six young in May and
weans them in six weeks.

For commercial purposes, besides its fur, the beaver furnishes
captoreum, a secretion used in medicine as an antispasmodic, and
its flesh is much esteemed as food by trappers and Indians. The
beaver is social, pairs and brings up a family to maturity, and
sometimes two or more families inhabit the same pond. The
common supposition that beavers live in villages or colonles 1s
erroneous. All the inhabitants may assist in constructing or
repairing the common dam, but each family has its own lodge,
and burrows and lays in its own supply of provisions for the
winter.

As their work is carried on by night, little is actually known
of their methods except from the examination of what they
effect.

These peculiar, industrious and harmless animals, as far
back as the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, were
very numerous along all the streams in the county. The Sol-
dier in 1856 and 1857 was an especial resort and home for them.
At a point directly in front of the residence of Mr. Abraham
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Ritchison, in Taylor township, in 1856 and 1857, there were trees
then standing on the left bank of the Soldier river that were
more than two-thirds gnawed off by these little fellows, some of
the trees being sixteen inches in diameter, and the place where
the cutting was done looked like some carpenter had tried to fell
the trees by the use of a sort of gouge, the marks of their teeth
being plainly seen. Here at this place and a short distance
below, dams were constructed with as much architectural neat-
ness as though planned and executed by the most skillful human
hand.

Who of the readers of these thoughts ever saw a beaver slide?
if not, they cauld find a reproduction thereof by visiting a
swimming place of the boys of the period, constructed by
them during a summer’s vacation. The Willow has ever been
the home of a family of beuvers, for since the time of the
first settlement along this stream, near the present residences
of Michael Doyle and Dr. J. H. Rice, in Calhoun town-
ship, each year these curious little fellows have built a dam in
this river at this place. Cottonwood, willow and box-elder have
been by them felled and carried into the said stream of such size
as would astonish any person not acquainted with the habits of
these animals. As late as 1886 a very large beaver was killed at
the place last named, and being of such monstrous size, the
same was shipped to Knox College, Gtalesburg, Illinois, by young
Mr. W. G. Rice, and when received there was, by the professors
of that institution, skinned and mounted. It was a very handsome
specimen and highly prized by the professors. During the past
winter (1887) six large, healthy, full-grown ones have been cap-
tured at this place, and still the family is not exterminated. In
the early days of the county the beavers were so plenty that the
skins were not so prized as at the present day, for then it was no
uncommon sight to see a man wearing a beaver vest, cap, over-
coat and mittens. The Butler boys at Woodbine during the
past winter have captured more than twenty of these fur-bear-
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ing animals in the Boyer since January,and I am informed that
there are a goodly number still along this river and its tributa-
ries.

* A quarter of a century ago the beavers were very numerous
along Harris Grove creek, and gave the supervisors great annoy-
ance to the public road from being flooded by their dams, on the
farm now owned by John Reed. If the dams were cut away in
the daytime, the beavers would build them up at night. Arnold
Divilbess and Tom Reed were two ambitious boys at that time.
They volunteered to help the supervisors out of their beaver
dam trouble. They constructed a hiding place on the creek and
proposed to sit up with the beavers one night. With rifles in
hand they kept a quiet watch, but no beavers were seen that
night. Then the supervisor hired some old trappers to come
and give them attention, and they made it pay well, and soon
cleaned out the beavers. The beavers had cut down over one
hundred willow trees at that time near the creek, some of the
trees ten inches in diameter. 1 picked up a willow stick four
feet long, something larger than a walking stick, to show the
children the clear cut marks of the beaver’s teeth. It was
thrown aside and after a month or two it was seen to be sprout-
ing, and was stuck in the ground near the old well. In a few
years it grew to be a tree of large proportions, measuring five
feet in circumference around the butt. It may yet be seen on
the old farm at Linnwood. The beaver is not apt to cut down
very large trees or try to dam very large streams. But a mar-
velous story is told of their cutting a cottonwood tree on the
banks of the Boyer, west of Longman’s farm, about twenty
inches in diameter, and it fell right across the deep river, and
was used by neighbors as a foot-log for some time, it being three
or four miles up or down the stream to a bridge. It was sup-
posed the beavers intended to try and dam the river, but found
the water too deep for them.

“The beaver is the best fur-bearing animal in the world. The

9
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Dutch West India company began the trade in America in 1824.
They exported that year 400 skins; in 1743 the Hudson Bay
company exported 150,000 skins. During the years 1854, 1855
and 1856, this company sold in London 627,655 skins. In order
to protect this profitable business, a law was made that after a
season’s hunting and trapping on a given territory, no more
hunting and trapping should be done there for five years. But
it is not possible for the beaver to recover its former number in
any region. The value of the beaver fur and skin may be esti-
mated from the durability of the beaver cap. 1 wore one nine-
teen winters, and it was still good for further service, and Alfred
Longman must have worn his nearly as long. No wonder the
Dutch used beaver skins as part of the currency in New Amster-
dam. Nearly equal to gold and silver.”

The above is from the pen of J. T. Stern, Esq., on whom I
have largely drawn in many matters pertaining to subjects
herein mentioned.

FISH CATCHING

Has been a great source of sport to all who have a taste for this
kind of amusement as well as a love for the flesh of the finny
tribe. The county being so largely supplied with lakes and lake-
lets, as well as being bounded on the west by the Missouri river,
together with such streams as the Little Sioux, Boyer, Soldier
and the Willow, the same have furnished all piscatorially inclined
full sweep for entertainment in this rarest of good sport. The
reader must now understand that I am not going to tell a “fish"
story, but a true one, and it is this:

The first large fish caught in Harrison county waters was in
the summer of 1857, just below the mouth of the Little Sioux,
by Mr. Henry Herring. Mr. Herring had set a *“trot” line,
using a number of bed cords for that purpose; to this he firmly
attached a considerable number of large hooks, baiting the same
with what in fishing parlance is called * dope,” a preparation of
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flour, water and cotton. This is rolled into a ball of proper size
and fastened to the large hooks, when the same is placed at the
locality where the fisher thinks is the best place for fishing.

At the time above referred to, Mr. Herring, having put out his
lines the evening before, when morning came went to see the luck
of the night's effort, and lo! he thought he had captured a whale
or a big cottonwood log, for the fish seemed so large that his eyes
bugged out at the sight of the catch. Having got his fish safely
on shore and having weighed it, it kicked the beam at 130 pounds
It was one of the catfish which accompanied Lewis and Clarke on
their exploration trip up the Missouri river in 1804,

The same summer, in the Little Sioux river, just opposite the
village of Little Sioux, Mr. David Gamett drew the lucky line
which brought to the banks so large a catfish that he could not
carry it up the banks of this beautiful stream. At this time
Moses German and Mr. Perkins were operating a ferry boat at
Little Sioux, made necessary in order to detract the travel from
along the bluffs, so as to take the wind out of Fontainebleau. Mr.
(Gamett was setting on his ferry boat manifesting a patience such
as only fishermen possess, the remainder of the party, Sol.
Gramett, David Gamett, [saac Gamett and Josiah Crom, having
gone out on a foraging expedition to obtain something for them-
selves, when they soon heard a terrible cry from the old gentle-
man on the boat, and they thinking that some harm had befallen
Mr. Gamett, rushed frantically to his assistance, and what was
their surprise at seeing the father tugging with might and main
to hold this * whale of a catfish,” which was still in the water,
affording the old gentleman all the amusement he could spare,
in holding the fish. The united effort of the boys and Mr. Crom
soon brought the fish to shore, landed safely on terra firma.
When weighed it marked the figures of 143 pounds by the steel-
yards.

Mr. Jas. Henderson, of Jefferson township, residing near Reed-
er's mills, is a great lover of the sport of fishing, and though at
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present he is in his seventies, his early love for sport of this kind
has not abated a whit in his present make up. This good old
Democrat during the fall of each year takes a fishing tour to either
the Missouri river, the Little Sioux, or to some of the old river
beds tangent tothe old * muddy.” Though still loving the sport
of catching catfish, he has lost all the taste for their flesh, which
loss of taste therefor was brought about as follows:

During the early autumn of 1867, the gentleman last named,
Thomas Henderson, and old Uncle Wm. Tucker (all neighbor
farmers), were on a fishing excursion to Little Sioux, and when
selecting a place where they thought the biggest fish had set-
tled, took up their quarters just below the Scofield dam, then in
the Sioux river at the mill. Those having supplied themselves
with minnows and frogs when crossing the Boyer, found plenty
of fun and success as long as the minnows and frogs lasted, but
as soon as these were exhausted the fish went on a strike, and
would not pay the least attention to the bait on their hooks.
They all being somewhat tinctured with Methodism, and recol-
lecting how their good wives had prepared dinners for the min-
isters, who called frequently at their homes, came to the conclu-
sion that probably the catfish were like the ministers, somewhat
of specialists in regard to diet, and that yellow-limbed spring
chicken would tempt their tastes. As soon as this was deter-
mined on in their council of war, one of their number soon had
at the tent the requisition more than filled, and the sprightly
forms of these young Little Sioux cockerels and pullets were
soon transfixed to the hooks and thrown to the supposed hungry,
scaleless finny epicureans. Here a half day was wasted, there
not being the slightest “nibble” given, and this bevy of gran-
gers began to be disgusted with the perversity manifested by
the fish, as well as being smoked out by the smell of a putrid
dog, which had been shored at a distance of two or three rods from
the place where the lines were set. Mr. James Henderson, in
order to free the atmosphere from the taint occasioned by this
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eighty pound decaying dog, took a stick of wood and rolled the
carcass into the river. Scarcely had this mass of putridity
floated one rod from shore, when there came to the surface of
the water such an enormous fish that at one gulp the carcass of
the dog was swallowed down. “ What wasit? Did youseeit ?”
was the quick query of all. That evening the party changed
bait, and put on their hooks *“ dope” bait, and in the morning
on taking up their lines found on one of the hooks the same
identical fish which on the previous afternoon had swallowed
the putrid carcass of the dog. This fishy fellow, after taking
his dinner of dog, wanted to top off the evening meal with toast,
not being sufficiently educated in the sciences as to have
formed a reliahle taste for spring chicken. When the party had
shored this fish they thought it possible that he was the same
personage which had appropriated the dog, and immediately set
about holding an inquest, and to their astonishment, in the in-
testines or stomach of the fish they found the dog which had
given them such offense. This fish, when its insides were ex-
tracted, weighed 125 pounds; but for all that, Mr. James Hen-
derson says he has lost all appetite for catfish, so occasioned by
reason of the detestab'e taste they have for dead dog.

While the Schofield dam was in the river at Little Sioux, the
fish from the Missouri river would ascend this stream at the time
of the spring and June rises of the Missouri, and in the early
autumn they would try to make their way back to the deep
waters of the * Big Muddy,” and these returning, if the water
in the Missouri and Little Sioux were low, they would be taken
at and above the said dam by the wagon load. 1 have seen men
stand on a tramway on this dam, at a place where there would
be a seeming current through the brush of the dam, and having
a spear or hayfork, catch a two-horse load of large, handsome
pickerel, catfish and buffalo fish in a half hour. Cruelty and
depravity!

In the month of February, 1857, which was during this same
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hard winter, thirteen large elk made their appearance near But-
ler’s mills, which had been driven into the settlement by hunger,
and when once in the beaten path, made by persons going and
returning from the mill, followed this same path directly into the
millyard, when the hands at work there fell upon them with
handspikes, crowbars and axes and slaughtered nine of them
before the others could make their escape. They that fell vie-
tims to this butchery, were those which in attempting to flee,
ran upon the ice near to the mill and being incapacitated easily
yielded their lives to satiate the cruelty of those who knew no
mercy. These animals at this time were so reduced in flesh by
the cold and want of food, that they were scarcely able to walk.
The saddles or hind quarters were taken for food, the skins used
for some domestic purposes or sold, and the remainder of the
carcasses were thrown to the dogs or wolves. These are said to be
the last elks killed in the county, the entire herds which form-
erly were in such great numbers, either freezing or starving to
death, or like those that wandered to Butler's mills, yielding
their lives for the purpose of gratifying the cruel fancy of heart-
less man.

The wild prairie hens, up to the year of 1870, were very
numerous; so much so that the crops of corn left in the field
during the winter, either on the stalk or being cut up and stand-
ing in the shock, were eaten up by these pretty little birds. In
1857, 1858, 1859, and during the former part of the sixties, they
would, in the fall and winter seasons of the year, congregatein such
huge flocks, that they would appear to cover over an entire corn
field, and especially if the day was dark and somewhat drizzly,
they would take positions on the fences and * paint’ these
fences by reason of their numbers, for a mile or more. These
were caught in traps by the thousand and frequently the
bosom part cured and stored away for summer use. Recent set-
tlement, by which all the land in the countyis farmed or at
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least enclosed, has driven out these birds and the place which
knew them so plentifully, now knows them no more.

Many hunting stories, which draw on the imagination, are
told by many of the old settlers, and somewhat rival those of Arab-
ian Nights' Entertainments, but the latter are told to be believed
while the former are left discretionary with the reader. Mr.
Charles Gilmore, who resides at the mouth of Steer creek, up to
the present seems to hold the belt as the champion hunter, gaug-
ing powers by his own statement, a few of which will be repro-
duced here, only as a sample of what has been done. Mr G.,in
spinning the occurrences of early times, tells of a peculiar circum-
stance which happened the first season he resided at his present
place of residence, and is in these words: * One day I was out in
my field cutting wheat with one of the old fashioned grain
cradles, being the only reaper then in use. The wheat wasso very
thick on the ground and the heads and straw so large that [
would be compelled to set the implement down and rest. The
grain was in fact so tall and thick on the ground that old “Boze”
and “ Yaller” could run across the field on the heads of wheat,
just as they stood before cutting, without sinking through to
the ground, and while I was taking one of these rests I hap-
pened to cast my eye towards the opposite bluff, and there within
forty yards of me was the largest living buck I ever saw. I cau-
tiously slipped along the fence corners to the place where I had
set my rifle, and grasping it I raised it to my face, but being a
little nervous by trying to cut the large crop of wheat, I scarcely
sighted at all when the gun went off and the deer turned
summersault after summersault in the grass and I supposed I
had killed him certain; but what was my surprise when
approaching him, he jumped up and ran towards the Missouri
river. I waited until I put aloadin my gun, when I followed, and
Sirs, that buck ran all the way to the Missouri river with his
back broken to get water that hot day, and I would'nt have got
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him at all had it not been for the fact that he ran out on the
ice, and heing unable to run thereon, I ran up to him with my
big butcher knife and cut his hamstrings.”

This story in some respects resembles a statement made by a
Kentuckian, who some years ago brought in a herd of Jerseys to
sell in this neighborhood, and while representing the good qual-
ities of a certain heifer, sixteen months old, stated that “ this
heifer when only three months old began giving milk; that she
would give milk constantly and never have a calf; that the
peculiarities of the breed were that they never had calves, and this
one was just like her mother, had never had a calf, and never
would have one.” The story may be true, but there seems to be
a lack of tying qualities, or in other words, they don’t meet at
both ends.

Friend Gilmore tells another, though a grade lighter, still it is
worth relating, and is as follows: “On a certain day when 1
had quit work and come into the house for dinner, I looked out
toward the south, and what was my surprise at seeing a big doe
standing not two rods from my door, looking directly into the
house. I caught down my gun and found that the same was
unloaded. I went to work as rapidly as I eould to put a load in the
gun, and in my hurry had put the cap on before I had put in the
powder and ball, and while 1 was ramming down the ball I heard
my wife who was just over my head in the chamber above call-
ing me, which caused me to look upwards, and in the hurry to
get the gun loaded I struck the cock against a bench, when
the cap busted immediately, and the gun would have been pre-
maturely discharged, had I not had the presence of mind to
throw all my strength on the ramrod and keep the bullet from
coming out of the gun, for had the bullet been permitted to have
escaped from the gun I would have killed my wife, who was, as
aforesaid, directly over me.”

These are reproduced here, not that I vouch for the correct-
ness and pure unadulterated truth thereof, but to show that this
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part of the country has been represented in many other respects
than farming and stock raising.

PIONEER CUSTOMS

Differed largely as compared with those which have been intro-
duced into society within the last decade. In the early days
there was no such a species of the man as a tramp. This pecu-
liar make-up has been a production of a foreign country, trans-
planted into this nation since the first settlement of this county,
and therefore was not known until the production had spread all
over these United States.

The weary, way-worn traveler was never refused food or lodg-
ing by any one. The usunal size of the farm houses until the
latter part of the sixties, scarcely ever exceeded twelve feet by
twenty feet, and one story high, yet many were not over twelve
by sixteen feet. There was something peculiar in the architec-
ture of these houses, by which they could hold many more per-
sons during a stormy night than the largest farm houses now in
all the county, or the difference was in the size of the heart of
the lord or lady of the manor.

In the winter of 1856 and 1857 L. D. Butler lived at his mills
in a little house fourteen feet by sixteen feet, and only one story
in height; yet in this the Butler family, numbering ten or
twelve, together with quite ten or fifteen more of those who had
made their way through the snow-drifts for a little grist, were
by Mrs. Butler safely stowed away in some comfortable manner
or other in this small space. The same may very truthfully he
said of the homes of Mr. Patrick Morrow, on the Soldier river,
and that of old Uncle Dan Brown, of Calhoun. These places
were constantly, night by night, filled to overflowing during all
the winter last named. All the other homes in the county were
ever open to the stranger and unfortunate; not the poor, unpal-
atable crust was set before the belated or weary stranger, but
always the very best that the larder afforded. The charities of
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the old settlers were as large as the demands of humanity, and
their generosity measured out of their substance with an un-
sparing hand, the larger share to the needy and unfortunate.
Perhaps the difference in the circumstances of persons at that
time, as compared with those of the present, accounts for the
warm, free-heartedness then so proverbial. Neighbors then at
the distance of five, eight or ten miles were considered living in
close proximity, and settling within a mile was somewhat crowd-
ing on that of one who had settled first. There may be just as
much benevolence, good will, charity and friendship to-day as
there ever was, because there are so many more persons upon
whom to bestow the same, that when once distributed it becomes
a little *thin;” yet without hesitation I am free to assert that
there is a thousand times more deception practiced at this time
than ever was dreamed of by the old settlers, and such hypocrisy
as would produce the blush on the cheek of his honor, the Devil.

THE COUNTRY DANCE

Was the event of the neighborhood—talked over for days and
days prior to the happening of the same, and when the time had
arrived there would be such a jovial good time that
“ Care, mad to see a man so happy,
E’en drowned himself among the nappy;

Kings may be blessed, but these were glorious,
Q’er all the ills of life victorious.”

True, there might have been a little more energy than polish
in the manner of dancing. This was at that time pardonable,
because heavy cowskin boots were used in the ball room in lieun
of the present fancy slipper, made so by reason of the puncheon
floors and lack of slippers. Calling the attention of the reader
to the music, on these occasions, none who were here in the fif-
ties but well remembers the selection known as “Caywood Cross-
ing the Bottom.” The homespun dress, puncheon floors, Cay-
wood’s fiddle and all else fit in with dove tail exactness, and all
“went merry as a marriage bell.”
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The shooting matches were then quite numerous, and were
better patronized than the Sabbath-schools or churches. The
men of the country were then all hunters and truly crack shots;
no fooling around with dollars to put up unless you could once
out of three times drive a center, otherwise the person was wast-
ing his substance in riotous living. Old Uncle Horatio Cay-
wood, Levi Motz, John Birchim, David and Isaac Gamett, Harvey
Rood, Bill Cooper, Tom Barnett, N. B. Hardy, Robert Hall,
John and Tom Durman, Nat McKimmey et al., were the best
shots of that day, and any man that got beef or turkeys on such
occasions as these without knocking the center was playing with
the uninitiated and not with the experienced shots of the land.
On the east of Magnolia, in the neighborhood of Harris Grove,
there was another team, made up of the Smith boys, Wash and
West, Jeff. Norman, the Cases, along the Boyer, and many of
the old settlers at and around old St. John, who were crack
marksmen and could take the deer on the wing, or knock the
center and take first choice in a shooting match without much
effort.



CHAPTER 1IV.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY.

Froy the passage of the boundary act giving the limits of the
county of date of January 15, 1851, up to and until January 12,
1853, the county remained embryotic; at which date Jast named,
the Fourth General Assembly, by chapter 8, section 3, appointed
three commissioners to “locate the seat of justice of the county
of Harrison,” viz.: Abram Fletcher, of Fremont county; Charles
Wolcott, of Mills county, and A. D. Jones, of Pottawattamie
county. These, by the direction of said act, were ordered to
meet at the house of Mr. A. D. Jones, in the county of his resi-
dence, on the first Monday of March, of 1853, and proceed to
locate and establish a *‘seat of justice,” as near the geograph-
ical center of the above boundaries as might be found, hav-
ing due regard to the present as well as the future popula-
tion of the county, and when so selected, located and established,
to call the name thereof Magnolia. The present boundaries of
the county as well as the name of the ‘*seat of justice” were not
hewn out by pioneer minds nor unskillful hands, but wisely pro-
vided for by the assembled wisdom of a now ninety-nine countied
State. By the same act last named, an organizing Sheriff was
appointed in the person of Robert McKenney, (this is a misno-
mer, as the name was intended for Michael McKenney, father of
Dr. B. T. McKenny) who acted as per the provision of this act,
whose duties were to give ten days notice of elections, issue cer-
tificates of election and receive the return of the Commissioners
last named, when place was selected and established as the locus

of the county seat. The commissioners above named proceeded
(140)
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to the discharge of the duties thus imposed by virtue of the
authority to them given, and within the time therein specified;
and as a result of their labors selected the southeast quarter of
section 32, township 80, range 43, and then and there gave to
the 160 acres thus selected the name of Magnolia, and reported
their doing to the above named McKenney, the organizing Sheriff,
who proceeded to and did call an election on the first Monday of
April of that year, at which time a full corps of county officers
were elected and subsequently qualified, notwithstanding by vir-
tue of section 8, of the act last named, the county was declared
organized from and after the first Monday of March, 1853.

At the time of the selection of the county seat there were
places to which the attention of the above named Commissioners
were directed, viz.: Magnolia (the place selected), the present
site of the village of Calhoun, and either the present locus of
Logan, or on the opposite side of the Boyer river north or north-
east of the farm now owned by James Read, then owned by
James B. McCurley. These three places had their respective
champions, James Hardy, who was intimately acquainted with
two of the commissioners, Mr. Walcott and Mr. Jones, and under
the direction of the organizing act, which provided and directed
that the location of the county seat should be as near the geo-
graphical center as would warrant, by taking into consideration
a due regard for the then and future population of the county,
held that Magnolia was the proper place, and by designating
that as the place, the commission would be more nearly com-
plying with the intent and spirit of their duty than by locating
the same at either of the other places.

The Calhoun locality was championed by Mr. Daniel Brown,
who was among the first settlers of the county, and who at that
time claimed that the place of his choice was on the main thor-
oughfare from Council Bluffs to Sioux City and northward, that
the location was pleasant and sufficiently near the geographical
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center and center of population as to merit and secure the favor-
able action of the commission.

Messrs. John A. McKinney, Michael McKinney, S. E. Dow,
J. B. McCurley, Wm. Dakan, Peter Bradley, Henry Reel and
others, claimed for the location near Reel’s mill, that nature had
carved out their selection as the natural place for a town, and
though the place they suggested was only one and one-fourth
miles further from the geographical center of the county than
Magnolia, and though the place then designated by them was
not traversed then by highways to Sioux City, and while no
public thoroughfares had yet been located, that within the next
score of years there were probabilities for their selection that
the other two rivals would never experience, viz.: a great
thoroughfare for the world, and while Reel's mill was not the
geographical center, yet the center of the then population would
be on the east bank of the Boyer river and at and near the
location suggested by them.

The pros and cons being heard by the commissioners, whether
justly or unjustly, the * seat of justice ” was by them located at the
town of Magnolia, as aforesaid, and at the present day, few only
are left as competent judges, as to the wisdom and fidelity of
their united judgment.

The first election following the organization act, as before re-
ferred to, was held on the Tth of April, 1853, at which time
there were only two voting precincts in the entire county:
one west of the Boyer river, at Magnolia, and the other east of
the said river, at Owen Thorpe’s, who then resided at Jeddo, at
present owned by the Hon. L. R. Bolter. At the former place
Organizing Sheriff Michael McKenney was not present to ad-
minister the oath to the election board, and to supply the de-
mands of the law, Mr. Thomas B. Neely (afterward Hon. Thos.
B. Neely) administered to the judges and clerks an oath, that
“ they should, by virtue of the rules of the Continental Congress
and their best knowledge of the Bible, fully and fairly perform
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their duties as such officers.” Neither the records, nor does tra-
dition, reveal the oath administered to the loyal voters on the
east of the classic Boyer, still the presumption exists, though
thirty-five years have elapsed, that an equally binding oath was
taken by them, and as sacredly observed.

This maiden vote was canvassed at the residence of Stephen
King, at which place the poll-books for the east side of the
Boyer was then held, and Thomas B. Neely was selected by the
people of the west side as the bearer of returns. At that date
there was no bridge on the Willow or Boyer rivers, uniting these
two separate divisions of the county, and the party above se-
lected had some hesitancy in bearing alone the aforesaid pre-
cious freight; but the matter was disposed of by Mr. Jas. Hardy
volunteering his services in accompanying Mr. Neely. These
hardy pioneers arriving at the Boyer, and there being no bridge,
as aforesaid, they staked out their horses, undressed and swam
the river, carrying their wardrobe and poll-book above high
water mark; and having dressed, proceeded on foot to the place
of destination.

In the canvass of this vote the following persons were elected,
viz.: Stephen King, County Judge; P. G. Cooper, County Treas-
urer and Recorder; Wm. Dakan, County Prosecuting Attorney;
Chester M. Hamilton, Sheriff, and Wm, Cooper, Clerk of the
Courts.

These, then, are the frontage of the county at its birth, irre-
spective of any embellishments which may have graced the ex-
terior or interior of the county from that day to the present;
yet in these there existed an homesty and fitness for the time,
which the intervening period has not excelled.

DIVISION OF THE COUNTY INTO TOWNSHIPS.

At the time of the organization of the county, as aforesaid,
there were only two voting places, and these were named Mag-
nolia and Jefferson. It is not the wish of the author to have the
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reader understand that prior to the organization of the county,
viz.: March 14,1853, none of the settlers who resided here prior
to that date exercised the right of franchise, because such was
not the case, for William Dakan, who now resides in the State
of Kansas, and Wickliffe B. Copeland, now residing quite a mile
south of Logan, the present county seat, where he has resided
from the time of his settlement there in 1850, and S. W. Con-
dit of Little Sioux, travelled all the distance to Council Bluffs
to vote at the Presidential election of 1852—a distance much
shorter than that traversed by Mr. Copeland, and thousands of
Towa boys, in 1864, when they migrated to Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, and even into the very heart of the would-be Confederacy,
and exercised the right of casting a ballot, as well as the right
of casting a bullet, haviug in view the perpetuation of good gov-
ernment, the real object and aim of all true balloting and
shooting.

On the 4th of February, 1854, P. G. Cooper, then acting
County Judge of this county, attempted to organize, or so dis-
trict the county, that the same would take the form of five town-
ships, viz.: Magnolia, Sioux, Washington, Wayne and Jefferson,
but there was some sort of judicial miscarriage, and the three
new townships failed to be born alive.

Again,in March of the same year, Sioux and La Grange town-
ships were created, the former having for her territory all of
congressional townships 81-44 and 81-45, and La Grange to be
taken from that part of Jefferson, on the south end, as might be
designated by the organizing Sheriff, one Michael McKenney.

Where this dividing line was established between these two
townships by this organizing Sheriff, is not now known, and the
records of the county are as silent upon the subject as though no
action had ever been taken thereupon by any official, and not
until more recent times has this line been established, as shall
be noted herein at the proper time. Where and in what manner
the prefix * Little” was given to Sioux township is not known,



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 145

because at the time of its creation and baptism the entire name
consisted of * Sioux "—no more, no less—and whatever has
been added since, either to enlarge or belittle, or added in the
way of embellishments, has been the work of unofficial hands,
and without the sanction of official authority.

At the March term of the county court for the year of 1855,
Calhoun township was hewn off Magnolia township, and with
such boundaries that I need not now take the time to describe,
because of the radical changes in the boundaries thereof since
that time, and when the township shall be called up in the after
part hereof the true boundaries will be given. The county
remained in statu quo, as far as townships were concerned, until
the judgeship of D. E. Brainard, in 1857, when on the 19th day
of September, of that year, the entire county was attempied to
be re-townshiped, and formed into civil townships, by creating
one to each congressional township, as per the following table,
viz.: beginning at the northeast corner of the county, and nam-
ing the townships from there to west, and then by township tiers,
until the south line of the county was taken:

Harrison Township, 3 P Range 41
Madison Towunship, 3 Range 42
Adams Township, 3 Range 43
Jackson Township, 3} R Range 44
Sioux Township, 3 N Range 45
Marcy Township, o0 JAP N Range 41
Boyer Township, B0 e it Range 42
Magnolia Township, 80............. ... Range 43
Raglan Township, B0 oot Range 44
Washington Township, 80...............0. Range 45
Cass Township, £ P Range 41
Jefferson Township, Thevee v, Range 42
Calhoun Township, Tt viiiiinaans Range 43
Taylor Township, £ F Range 44

10
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Clay Township, 0 TN Range 45
Webster Township, £ J Range 41
Union Township, T8 vveiin i Range 42
La Grange Township, T8............c.c.... Range 43
Hoosier Township, T8 e i iennn s Range 44
Cincinnati Township, 78............. ..., Range 45

And that for election purposes, Harrison, Madison and Marcy
were attached to Boyer. Madison and Marcy never had any but
a paper existence, because the territory which was designated as
Madison, remained as part of Boyer until the year of 1868,
when from the same, or rather out of the same, the Board of
Supervisors of the county made a township and gave to it the
name of the martyr President, Lincoln. That which under the
above abortive order was called Adams, remained under the
paternal wing of Magnolia until the year 1872, just eighteen
years from the time of the organization of the county, the
length of time under our laws for females to arrive at their ma-
jority, when the Board of Supervisors shaped it into a civil
township and called it Allen, because the stream called Allen
Creek (named for Andrew Allen, one of the first settlers in the
county, and who resided on the same) had its origin in this
boundary.

The attempted * Marcy ™ township righteously met the same
fate as the two last named, and in 1868, by order of the Board
of Supervisors the same was organized in fact, and given the
name of Douglas, in memory of Stephen A. Douglas, the Little
Giant of Illinois. All that territory which was under the Brain-
ard order last referred to, as being Washington township, was
attached to Raglan for election purposes, and which never had
had any living existence under that name, was in 1867 born
again, and at this birth the whole township 80 of range 45
(except the north tier) and the west tier of sections off the west
end of Raglan, viz.: the west row of sections of township 80,
range 44, was made to constitute the township of * Morgan,”
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and so named at the suggestion of Capt. John Noyes, a grand,
good old man, who resided in this territory from 1855, he hail-
ing from Morgan county, Ohio, and suggested this name in
memory of the county of his birth.

By this same Brainard order, Clay was attached to Cincinnati
for election purposes, until in 1860, when she broke away from
the restraint of the ‘ Buckeye " township and started to keep-
ing house on her own hook, having for its bounds township
79, range 45. This was named for Henry Clay, Kentucky's
favorite son.

Taylor township being by the same authority placed under the
protecting wing of Calhoun, remained the ward of the latter
until the year 1861, when demanding her constitutional rights,
she became a distinct and separate township; being township 79.
range 44, except sections 24,25 and 36, and so called in honor of
(Gen. Zachary Taylor, who had been at the head of both the civil
and military of the nation.

Cass township being by the same authority fastened to the
apron strings of old Jefferson, remained in that status until 1859,
when she cut loose from her guardian, and under the banner of
Unecle “ Bubby " Servis, for a decade of years held the proud
position of being the * banner Republican township in all the
county,” aye, as long as Uncle * Bubby” (Asher Servis, Esq.,)
retained the place of pilot of the Republican political craft.

By this same order, Union and Webster were fastened to
La Grange for political purposes, which by the way, was for all
purposes, not being in any form a separate factor, but part and
parcel of La Grange, yet for reasons unknown, the territory
which upon paper designated the boundaries of Webster, was re-
organized by the Board of Supervisors in 1872 and given the
name of Washington, so that the name of Washington, so far
as the name of the township was concerned, was erased from the
county records for the space of five years, and when reinstated,
the location was transferred from the extreme west to the ex-
treme east side of the county.
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Some philosophical minds pretend to explain this in this
manner; “that the constant encroachments of the Missouri
river on Iowa soil, might, in the future, cause the imperishable
name of the Father of his Country to perish from the county,
while, if the change could be effected so that this name should
be given to a township in the very southeast corner of the
county, in the heart of the hills, the Big Muddy might rear and
tear, exert all her strength, show all possible powers of madness,
yet the name of Washington would remain unharmed until the
time when the Angel Gabriel should blow his trumpet.” As to
the truthfulness of this tradition, I neither answer “yea™ or
“nay.” If this be as above represented, the county power has
used more forethought in this particular than they did when
the county was plundered by tramp geologists in 1876—when
they bored the banks of the Boyer for coal and the County
Supervisors for county warrants to the tune of $800; or sharing
out the swamp land fund. Yet, in the former, there are exten-
uating circumstances, from the fact that they were unprinecipled
persons attempting to seek the best interests of the county, and
thereby recommended this ten day bore, and before the Supervis-
ors had time to examine the report, the boring bill was hurriedly
passed through the auditing furnace, the orders issued and the
same (said to be)in the hands of innocent purchasers, by the time
the County Board had met, which was in at least ten days from
the time the report was filed, the warrants issued, and within
half of that time after the warrants were sold and the geologist
non est.

Union township held her own domain, and in the summer of
1859 took separate individuality and held her first election in
the fall of 1859. The name of this township was given by the
two oldest settlers in the same, viz.: Samuel Wood, Esq., and
Mr. William B. Cox, who had the same named after the large
grove of timber therein, known far and near as “ Union Grove.”

These boundaries of the above named townships remain
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nearly the same as above mentioned; the only changes being as
to Jackson, Sioux, Morgan, Raglan, Hosier (now St. John) and
La Grange. To equalize the loss to Sioux, occasioned by the
shortage on the west and what was heing washed away by the
current of the Missouri, the row of sections, and sections 5, 8,
and 17 were taken from Jackson's northwest corner and added
to Sioux, and sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 in township 80, range 45,
and to Morgan, for like reasons, six sections were lopped off
Raglan on the west and attached to Morgan; and Hosier,
because she was older and stronger, kept the one-sixth of La
Gange, viz.: the six sections on the west side of the latter.

The naming of these twenty townships was done by the legal
authorities of the county, and why so named, is only at this day
{in part) a matter of conjecture. "\Magnolia took its name from
the seat of justice, or more familiarly known to us of the present
day, as the county seat; and this was provided by the legislature
of the State at the time the act was passed by which the limits
and bounds of the county were designated, being the name of a
very beautiful flower which grows in such luxuriousness in the
Gulf States, the aroma of which is so great, that it is said by
sailors, that at the distance of ten miles or more from shore the
sweet fragrance of this flower can be readily scented. Whether
the assembled wisdom of the State of Towa intended that the
uprightness of character of those who should inhabit this em-
bryotic flower garden, should so weave into the warp and woof
of their lives such characteristics that the same could be known
at the distance above designated, history fails to enlighten us.
Jefferson was named for the second President, and Jackson to
commemorate the name and greatness of the hero of New
Orleans. Lincoln, as before stated, for the murdered President,
and Cass for the Michigan statesman, Lewis Cass; Sioux for
the magnificent river which so proudly passes through her
center; Boyer for the Boyer river, which so mildly winds her
tortuous course through her entire domain; Raglan, as has been
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stated by some wicked one, was named * Rag-land,” on account of
the manner of dress of the early settlers therein. This is a will-
ful, malicious, false and wicked slander on the early settlers and
their families; yet I assert that Raglan, thirty years ago, was
not a land flowing with spike-tailed and Prince Albert coats,
nail-keg hats, paper collars, celluloid cuffs and ladies’ bustles,
tilters, bangs, high heeled shoes and silk dresses and numerous
unpaid store accounts, but they were a people genteelly and com-
fortably clad, wholly out of debt, no Sheriff dogging their steps
daily, nor * buzzardly, tenth rate lawyer " camping in their door-
yards, patiently waiting for the time to arrive that his presence
would become so obnoxious that the head of the family would
pay the debt in order to become rid of this nuisance, more to be
dreaded than the yellow fever or a funeral. The name was
given by reason of the suggestion of Capt. John A. Danielson,
of Calhoun, for Lord Raglan of Crimean War notoriety, who, at
that time, was in the zenith of his military greatness, and being
so suggested, as aforesaid, the same was adopted by his honor,
D. E. Brainard, then County Judge, and hence the true origin of
the name.

Calhoun was named for the village of that name, which was
laid out prior to the time of the organization of the township,
in 1854, By some the impression is had that both the name of
the village and the township were named for John C. Calhoun,
the father of *nullification,” the man whom Gen. Jackson re-
gretted he had not hung, but permit me to say that this impres-
sion 1s without foundation, eitherin fact or truth. Old Uncle
Dan Brown, who caused this village to be platted and laid out,
held the name and conduct of this arch traitor in the utmost
contempt and abhorrence.

In 1854, when the village of Calhoun was laid out, there was
a military post on the right bank of the Missouri river, south-
west from the place last named, known as Fort Calhoun, and
this place in Iowa being the first inhabited place from Fort Cal-
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houn toward the east, the same was called Calhoun, simply
dropping the prefix Fort.

Hoosier (as it is incorrectly spelled in the records) was named
Hosier township, from the fact that more than two-thirds of all
the inhabitants within the township at this time were named
either Cox, Jones or Smith, and these all hailing from good old
Hosierdom, the land famous for honest men, hoop-poles and
good farmers, the very material with which to open up and reduce
the wilds of the far west so far overshadowed all others that
the name Hosier was given to this excellent community long
before the township was organized.

Cincinnati took its name from the nativity of the majority
of its citizens at the time of its organization, because in the
spring of 1857 Mr. Jacob S. Fountain led a large number of
persons from the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, to this land of prom-
1se, and so submerged this locality with Buckeyes that he laid
out a town near the presént junction of the 8. C. & P. R. R. with
the F. & M. V. & Elkhorn road, and named the same Cincinnati,
in memory of his old home, from which the township took the
name she now so handsomely answers to.

Harrison township was named for the mother county, and
right here let 1t be truthfully said, that of all the daughters of
this county none have excelled the one last named in the way of
improvements, schools, morals, good government and bona fide
patriotism.

THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF LAND GRANTS.

Those unacquainted with the history of this State might think
that there were only government lands in this county at the
time of the county organization, but by reference to the land
grants by the Government at and prior to the time of the ad-
mission of this State into the Union of States, and those made
by the parent government since that time, we find that the fol-
lowing classes of land were in the county at the time of the or-
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ganization thereof, viz.: Government, swamp-land, 500,000 acre
grant, the 16th section or school lands, and railroad lands. The
first mentioned are those which belonged to the Government, not
included in any of the grants above named. The 500,000 acre
grant seems to have preceded all others as to the date of the do-
nation of the same to this State; for by reference to the acts of
Congress, I find that on the 4th of September, 1841, this State,
upon her admission into the Union of States, was granted, for
the purposes of internal improvements, 500,000 acres of land;
but the State was admitted by act of Congress of date of De-
cember 28, 1846, with a provision in her Constitution diverting
these lands from the purposes of internal improvements to the
support of common schools throughout the State. These lands
were selected by Commissioners appointed by act of the General
Assembly of February 25, 1854, and on September 12, 1854,
were approved and certified to the State by the Department of
the Interior.

In Harrison county there was selected, reported and acecepted,
7,524.86 acres as belonging to this grant. Many of the most val-
uable farms of this county at the present date are of this 500,000
acre grant; as witnessed by the Peter Brady farm, the old Vincent
farm, the property which formerly belonged to Isaac Bedsaul,
the present farm of Isaac F. Bedsaul, the McBride farm, now
touching the county seat, and last, but not least, the land con-
stituting the estate of William McDonald, who (while in the
flesh) resided tangent to the town of Calhoun.

By act of January 25, 1855, these lands were taken from the
control of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and placed
under the management and custody of the School Fund Com-
missioners of the different counties in which the same were sit-
uated. With this condition of supervision the same remained
until the Legislature of the State, by act of March 23, 1858,
abolished the office of School Fund Commissioner, and empowered
the County Judge and Township Trustees to sell the 16th sec-


http:7,524.86

HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 153

tion, but made no provision whatever as to the lands denom-
inated the 500,000 acre grant; and as a sequence, this land re-
mained in statu quo, without the care and superintendence of
any one. But by act of the law-making power of the State, of
April 3, 1860, the control of the 500,000 acre grant and the 16th
section is given to the Board of Supervisors, and provides for
their sale by the Clerks of the District Court of the counties in
which the same may be situate, but this under the direction of
the County Board, as aforesaid.

The act of March 29, 1864, fixed the minimum price of school
lands at $1.25 per acre; and, peculiar as it may be, this is the
first price put upon these lands by the Legislature of the State.

By the act of the Twelfth General Assembly, of date of April
7, 1868, the office of County Judge is abolished, and the duties
pertaining to that office, as well as the duties pertaining to the
school lands (including the 500,000 grant), transferred the same
to the County Auditor, which office was created by the Legisla-
ture at that session. This matter, however, did not take effect
until the elections of the year 1868, and the qualification of the
officers elected at that election.

Then again, by act of March 21, 1870, the prices of school
lands in the State were fixed at no less than $6 per acre, and
prohibits the sale of any of the 16th section in any township,
unless there are in that township at least twenty-five voters.

SIXTEENTH SECTION GRANT.

By act of Congress of date of March 3, 1845, the State of
Towa acquired upon her admission into the Union, the six-
teenth section in every township in the state.

These lands were under the control of the School Fund Com-
missioner and Township Trustees, until the time of the legisla-
tion of the office of School Fund Commissioner out of existence
in 1858, at which time the same were placed under the superin-
tendence of the Clerk of the District Court and Township Trus-
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tees, the same as the lands denominated as the 500,000 grant, and
from that time to the present the said sixteenth sections have
been under the same management and rule as the last named
grant, to which reference is had to the few remarks thereto
under the head of 500,000 grant.

This county being twenty-four miles north and south by nearly
thirty east and west, gives to the school fund of the sixteenth
section grant 12,160 acres, which, added to the selection in the
county under the 500,000 acre grant of 7,524.86, makes the sum
total of school lands in this county 19,684.86 acres.

I will not attempt to give the number of acres of land within
the county which passed to the different railroad companies
under the varied legislation in respect thereto, but simply remark
that but very little of the lands in this county passed into the
control of said corporations.

I do not know that it would be out of place to here remark
that there is in the State of Iowa, at the present time, $3,484,411
as permanent school fund, the interest of which annually
amounts to $282,902, which sum is divided among the different
counties in the state in proportion to the number of persons
therein, who are between the ages of five and twenty-one years.

SWAMP LAND.

By act of Congress approved September 28, 1850, providing
that all swamp and overflowed lands within the State of Arkan-
sas and other states be transferred and patented to the several
States in which the same might be, gave to Iowa all such character
of lands as were within her boundaries, and the Fourth General
Assembly of Towa, by chapter 12, and becoming a law February
2, 1853, ceded these lands to each of the several counties in which
the same were situated. The legislative act declares that these
lands, or the proceeds resulting from the sale thereof, should be
used in the construction of “levees and drains to reclaim the
same, and the balance, if any, to be expended in the construction
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of roads and bridges across said lands, and if any remained there-
after, then the same to be laid out in the building of roads and
bridges within the several counties in which the lands are
situated.” Under this act, as above stated, the County Judge on
the 9th of January, 1854, appointed Geo. W. White as agent of
the county, to survey, select and report all the lands of this char-
acter. Mr. White proceeded to the discharge of his duty, and
as a result, on July 5, 1854, reported back as lands of a swamp
character within and belonging to the county, 120,635.93 acres.

This land which was donated to the several states as by the pro-
vision of act of Congress herein stated, that portion thereof which
was within the boundaries of the State of Iowa, was by the said
State patented to theseveral counties varying in time, but Harrison
county received her patent for that so selected, reported and
accepted, which is manifest by virtue of a written document, of
date of October 17, 1859, and which was received and filed for
record and recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of
Harrison county on the 24th day of January, A. D. 1860, and
appears of record in book number 2, on pages numbers 1 to 11
thereof.

Hence, Harrison county“came into the county sisterhood of
this ninety-nine countied State with a marriage portion, all in
the form of realty (which at least in these more degenerate days
would develop admirers) to the extent of 120,635.98 acres,- as
aforesaid, which if sold (as it subsequently was) at the rate.of
&1.25 per acre, equalled, in the form of dollars and cents, the
snug sum of $150,794.91%, which amount at the present day all
would be willing to wager an opinion that such sum would, at
least, be a reasonable advancement for starting to keep house.

But where is now all this vast treasure; this munificent dower?
This land js at the present time the most valuable land in the
county, as well as the most productive in the entire State, and
any person not conversant with the history thereof, would not
for a moment presume that the matchless farms all along the
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Pigeon, Boyer, Willow, Soldier, Little Sioux and Missouri rivers
were once overflowed with water and regarded as worthless. If
such a presumption should be for a moment indulged, it would
be the indulgence of a fancy at the expense of fact, for the
reason that the greater portion of these lands at the time of the
selection thereof were then. as now, the most valuable and quite
free from overflow; but because they were contiguous to lake,
or subject to overflow from surface water, when there was no
channel to carry off the same, or perhaps away back in the past
the * Big Muddy” had so wickedly broken from all restraint as
to inundate the entire Missouri bottoms, or that there would no
damage result to the county where all the lands denominated
bottom lands, and reported as overflowed and swampy, for by
such measures the good would pay for the reclamation of the
bad, and thus procure the earlier drainage, as well as be a means
by which the sanitary condition of the county would be im-
proved.

The agent of the county had, unquestionably, in view the
maxim delineated by one of the characters in the * Hoosier School-
master,” viz.: * When you are gittin’, git plenty”; but the fact
is that up to the present time none of the citizens of the county,
nor any person within the borders of the State, have as yet ever
questioned the honesty and fairness of the report of the select-
ing agent, who acted in the capacity as above designated.

Following up the thought of this grand donation of swamp
land to the county, our first thought is riveted on the act of the
guardians of this splendid fund: At and about the month of Au-
gust, 1862, at the time when the very life of the Government
was in imminent peril; at a time when the Southern States were
threatening, and with apparent possibility of carrying the threat
into execution, of occupying the very Capital of the Nation; at
a time when volunteers were greatly needed to march to the
front, and at all hazards defend the flag and liberties so dearly
purchased by the Fathers, and transmitted to us; to maintain
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this Union of States “one and inseparable ”; in calling a meet-
ing of the Board of Supervisors of the county (for at this time
the care, custody, management and sale of these lands, and the
keeping of this fund, had passed to the said board); and in re-
membrance of the charity of the parent Government in donating
these to the county; and by resolution passed at that time by
them to the following effect, viz.: Resolved, That all able-bodied
male citizens, or those not yet having become citizens, who should
enlist in the volunteer service of the United States, and be by
the proper authorities accepted as such volunteers, and be ac-
credited to this county, should receive a quitclaim deed to any
vacant eighty acres of this land in the county; or in lieu thereof,
if they so desired, they should have a warrant on the swamp
land fund for the sum of $100.

The only depreciation of this fund in consequence of this
commendable action of the board was the sum of $22,000, leav-
ing as a balance the snug sum of $138,794.91% for the uses and
purposes for which the same was donated. At the present date
not one cent of this munificent fund remains as a separate fund
of the county. Some of the persons who resided in the county
at the time the county became the owner in fee of all this vast
domain, now have the recollection of the vastness thereof, and
though thirty-five years have elapsed since the time the same was
selected, and twenty-eight years have passed since the county
received a patent therefor, ask (and not unreasonably) what has
become of all our “* swamp-land and swamp-land funds?”

The lands are still here, except that portion thereof which have
been carried away by the turbulent and unmanageable current
of the Missouri river, and right here let it be known, that while
“the wind bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth,”
so it is with the falseness and depravity of the Missouri river.

At certain times this unmanageable river will be on her good
behavior, and then she will manifest such a wild and ungovern-
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able course of conduct as will compel the most unscrupulous to
a belief in the doctrine of “total depravity ™ of rivers. This
peculiar river has, within the memory of a vast number of
the people of this county, played such * fantastic tricks,” as
made the owners of land lying on and near her banks weep for
losses sustained by reason of their entire farms and buildings
being carried away by her treacherous current. Then, again,
her crazy current will make a dash for the shores of Nebraska,
and in spite of legisiative action and the blow and brag of poli-
ticians, the banks on that side melt more rapidly than the snow
drifts when attacked by an April thaw. Within the past thirty
years the cuttings of this river have encroached into the Towa
side to the extent of two miles, and in the same period, at other
places the foreclosure on the Nebraska side has heen even
greater.

At the present date there is but little to show, in the way of
bridges, ditches and levees, that $138,894.911 has been expended
in that direction. The $22,000 righteously donated to the volun-
teer soldier meets the full approbation of all, but as to the bal-
ance, as above stated, echo asks, whereis it? True, there are
three or four levees in the county which furnish a means of
travel from and to the different portions of the county, but when
I assert that there is not, to-day, a ditch in the county, con-
structed by funds arising from the sale of swamp lands. that is
of any practical benefit to the lands or public, or is other than
dry cavities, I believe I voice the honest observation of every
observing man in the limits of the county; but they who ques-
tion this assertion must not confound or count in the real
ditches constructed by special tax on the adjacent owners of
contiguous territory, where these ditches are, which have been
constructed by the special tax.

It is now impossible from the records or from memory to make
a correct statement how and for what this fund had heen ex-
pended, from the fact that three decades have passed since the



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 159

same came into being, yet let it suffice to say that the character
of the men who had the same in charge is sufficient guarantee
that all thereof was legally and justly laid out in the way and
for the purposes designated by the letter and spirit of the law.

The condition of the different portions of the county must be
taken into consideration when investigation is made as to the
fairness of all outlays of this fund. Nor shoull it be forgotten
that the principal streams and sloughs were of such make-up
that at the early settlement of the county they were unfordable,
and that lumber at that time was exceedingly scarce, and to pro-
vide for the wants and necessities of the traveling public, bridges
were to be constructed, and in providing for this contingency,
Iarge portions of this fund were used, and at prices which to-day
many might think could be largely discounted, but such as
now question this are forming opinions from the present con-
dition of transportation, backed by railroad facilities, while the
expenses and cost of these bridges must be calculated from a
standpoint when there were but very few saw mills in the county,
no railroads within three hundred miles, and prices were double
that of the present day.

The wisdom of this act of the government in donating her
public domain for the purposes mentioned in the act referred to
has been by some quite severely criticised; however, to the ordi-
nary casual observer, it is fully exemiplified by figures, that the
revenue received by the government by way of faxes has long
since over-reached the purchase price of $1.25 per acre, besides
earrying into effect that which is the pride and purpose of all
good governments, providing homes for the homeless and lands
for the landless, thus bettering the condition of the citizen and
at the same time largely increasing the wealth and prosperity of
the nation.

These lands in the condition in which they were at the time
of the early settlement of the county, was most fortunate for the
settler, because the same were not in the market until in 1858,
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and had the same been put up for sale, many of the citizens who
now are in exceedingly good circumstances in a financial stand-
point, could never have secured the homes which they now are
possessed of.

The Shylocks of the country at that time were furnishing
money to enter lands, taking the certificates of purchase in their
own names, and giving back to the real owner and persons for
whom they were entering the same, a bond for a deed, which pro-
vided that they would re-convey upon the owner repaying them
the 3200 purchase for the 160 acres, and forty per cent per year
for the use of the money thus advanced, or in other words, they
were furnishing 8200 for one year, and at the end of that time
would receive $280 therefor, or keep the lands thus entered.

To remedy this usurious exaction, the guardians of these lands
provided a way by which the settlers would be benefited, and at
the same time the county perfectly secured, and it was this:
every person who was a settler upon these lands, or those about
to settle thereon, were permitted to enter the same by paying one-
fourth down and taking a deed from the county for the same,
and then executing back to the county a mortgage to secure the
payment of the remainder. This remainder was evidenced by
certain promissory notes, made by the purchaser, and these did
not mature for ten years, though the maker paid to the county
interest on the unpaid purchase money at the rate of ten per
cent. Thus the settler was benefited and the county abundantly
secured, for the reason that of all the prairie lands thus entered,
the greater the improvements placed thereon, the better was the
purchase money secured.

It is a gratifying fact, that nearly all of the persons, wealthy
in lands and stock, in the county at the present, are those who
settled here at or about thirty years sinee, and in addition to
brave hearts and strong arms, did not have in cash over $500 to
the head of each family.

The Fifth General Assembly, by chapter 156, passed January



HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY. 161

25, 1855, and becoming a law on the 3lst of the same month
and year, authorized pre-emptions on swamp lands, and this re-
mained in force until its repeal by chapter 115, of acts of the
Sixth General Assembly, which last became a law by operation
of statute on the 1st of July, 1857.

The County Judge of this county, for this interim, made cer-
tain rules and required certain things to have been performed
by the pre-emptor upon the land before he, in his official capac-
ity, would issue to the applicant a certificate, showing that the
land had been pre-empted, among which were the following:
“A house must be built or foundation thereof laid, not less than
10x10 feet, and in addition thereto improvements in the way of
at least a commencement to break prairie, or the foundation for
a dwelling house to be laid and at least twenty rvods of fence
placed upon the land sought to be pre-empted. This only applied
to males of voting age; the female was unprovided for, and in-
gloriously left out in the cold, homeless and landless.

Notwithstanding these requirements were made for the pur-
pose of preventing frauds and impositions upon the Judge, and
to have this inure to the benefit of the bona fide settler, still the
sharpest ingenuity of the guardian of these lands was, ninety-
nine times ont of a hundred, nearly wholly ignored. Instead of
bona fide actual settlement, and the requisite quantum of *im-
provements” upon the land sought to be pre-empted, the pre-
emptor would have at his command some individual possessed of
an elastic conscience, who, for friendship, favor and affection,
when properly sworn, would testify that the foundation for the
dwelling house was laid; that twenty rods of legal fence had been
placed thereon and the requisite quantity of breaking had been
done, while in fact four willow fish poles constituted the foun-
dation for the “ mansion,” and twenty fish poles, sixteen and
one-half feet long were placed on twenty-one willow posts, not
larger than a walking cane; and the breaking only a path broken
through the snow.

11
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This evasion of the rule did not, in the end, injuriously affect
the county or the settlement thereof, from the fact that when
these pre-emption certificates were the most plenteous, the
stringency of money matters struck the county and these certifi-
cates became nearly worthless, and when the lands were
ordered into market, they who held these were compelled to pay
the $1.25 per acre, and failing to make payment, the pre-empt-
ors' right to the land mentioned therein, caused the right of the
pre-emptor to lapse back to the county, and, as a result, only
that portion upon which actual settlement was made was
entered under the call of the County Judge, and the certificates
of pre-emption became worthless.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

The county being organized under the provisions of the Code
of 1851, gave to the people the District Court, which possessed
criminal and eivil jurisdiction in all matters, except that of pro-
bate, and the management of the affairs of the respective coun-
ties. In mattersof probate and the management of the business
of the county, a County Judge had original jurisdiction, which,
with the superintendence of the business pertaining to the
finance of the county, was the extent of his official power.

This status of affairs lasted until the county judgeship, or, as
some termed the same, “ the one man power,” became obnoxious,
perhaps made so by the abuse of the authority vested in the
individual exercising the powers, when the hue and cry for a
change had ripened into legislative action, as designated by an
act of the Legislature of date of March 22, 1860, and taking ef-
fect July 4th of the same year, which curtailed the powers of
the County Judge, leaving to that office only the powers of pro-
bate, and creating for the different counties a system of govern-
ment by which each township in the county should be repre-
sented by one representative. This did not take effect until the
election and qualification of this county “legislature,” which
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election took place at the fall election following, and the pre-
tended act of “qualification” on the first Monday of January
following. That these different persons who reported them-
selves to be elected, appeared and took the oath of office, none
have ever questioned, but there have always been some doubts as
to whether they ever qualified or not. That they took the oath
of office is beyond peradventure of doubt; but * qualification”
means more than the simple act of raising the right hand and
assenting ** to support the Constitution of the United States and
the Constitution of the State of lowa,” while the party taking
said oath scarcely could distinguish the difference between the
Constitutions and the Declaration of Independence. And this
brings to my mind a circumstance which took place in the very
early days of the county. It was this: A certain young *saw-
bones " was selected to read the Declaration of Independence on
the 4th of July, 1857, at the Old Hub; the day arrived, and with
it there was a meeting of nearly all the residents of the county;
the place of meeting was at the present place of residence of Isaac
F. Bedsaul, near the village of Magnolia. What was the con-
sternation of a *limited few” when young ‘‘ saw-bones” began
and read the Constitution of the United States half through
before anyone noticed the difference, when the * readist™ was
gently plucked by the coat-tail, and informed that he was off his
eggs, and when given the proper document, and correctly started,
did his whole duty in an admirable manner.

The reader will please pardon this digression, as I desired to
illustrate the “qualification” of one individual of a professional
character, and leave the reader to judge for himself as to the possi-
ble qualification of those who come direct from the breaking plow.

The thought at the time of the enactment of this law, was
that the county government thereby would be more nearly to
the people, and therefore retrench the former seeming unneces-
sary expenditures, as well as bar the favoritism heretofore lav-
ishly dished to the favored ones.
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There is no doubt but that the position or powers of the
County Judgeship was often prostituted to further personal ends
and favor a few who were within the ring; but that the new
system of township representation remedied this grievance, is
only answered by the fact that by the ending of the next decade
there was a greater clamor for a change than there was to dispense
with the services of the County Judge. This law giving town-
ship representation brought to the surface an army of Black-
stones, Cokes, Solons, Kents, Cooleys, Addisons, ete., etc., ete.,
which would have put to flight any litigant or claimant who once
had experience in such a court. Instead of being a court it was
a county debating society where each representative felt the
weighty responsibility which rested on him to be something
equal, if not greater than the burden which rested on the
shoulders of Atlas while supporting the earth. The most
trivial proposition was discussed by each member making an argu-
ment, giving his views as to the law and the constitutionality of
the case, and then this repeated for eighteen arguments, gener-
ally made the subject under discussion so very plain, or buried it
so deep in the slosh of argument that it was never resurrected,
or was passed upon some time during the day.

Many laughable circumstances might be here related touching
this quarterly county congress, in this county,but I will forbear
naming individuals or subjects, but will remark that eighteen
legislators spent nearly an entire dayin discussing the allowance
of a claim for a wolf scalp—at another time, half a day as to the
allowance of a half dozen or more gopher scalps.

‘ The one man power was much preferable to this eighteen man
power, from the fact that the Board had more of the trade and
traffic o.f a political convention to it, than the good of the people.
“You give me my road, my ditch, my levee, my bridge, ete., ete.,
and I will support your measure,” and so the trade went on, often
regardless of the then wants of the public, but more for the per-
sonal benefit of some straw man hid behind the wood pile. This
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county legislature was then thrown aside by act of the Thir-
teenth General Assembly, as manifest by chapter 148, and in lieu
thereof the present system of three or more Commissioners for
the different counties, dependent on the population of the county.

The office of County Judge was abolished by the Twelfth
General Assembly, and a Circuit Judgeship created, and this in
turn dispensed with by the acts of the Twenty-first General
Assembly.

At the present time probate jurisdiction is had by the District
Court of the county.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

From the time of their first organization, on the first Monday
in January, 1861, which, at that time was made up of the fol-
lowing perscns, viz.:

George H. McGavren, St. Johns township; James Hardy,
Magnolia; Jonathan West, Cincinnati; James W. McIntosh,
Taylor; Asher Servis, Cass; Henry Olmstead, Harrison; George
Harriot, Jackson; Chester M. Hamilton, Raglan; F. W. Meech,
Calhoun; C. M. Patton, La Grange; Theodore Parcell, Clay;
John 8. Cole, Boyer; Barzillai Price, Little Sioux; Stephen
King, Jefferson.

Dr. George H. McGavren (then being a Democrat) was elected
to the position of chairman of this legislative body, they, from
the time of their organization, having but little to do except the
auditing of claims against the county and caring for the funds
belonging thereto; and those who comprised the above list hav-
ing drawn straws as to who would hold for the term of two or
one year, at the incoming of the coming year, 1862, a new hoard
was organized, when the following persons constituted the
same, Viz.:

Joseph H. Smith, Magnolia; B. F. Dilley, Cincinnati; Lorenzo
Kellogg, Harrison; Asher Servis, Cass; George H. McGavren, St.
Johns; B. Price, Little Sioux; Stephen King, Jefferson; Dr. J. S.
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Cole, Boyer; A. Sellers, Union; C. M. Patton, La Grange; Wil-
liam McWilliams, Jackson; J. W. McIntosh, Taylor; Theodore
Parcell, Clay; W. B. Copeland, Calhoun; Donald Maule, Raglan.

Joe. H. Smith was elected chairman, during which time noth-
ing of special importance occurred, other than the ordinary busi-
ness of the board, until a special meeting was called for the 11th
of August, 1862, the object thereof being to take some action as
to the matter of the enlistment of soldiers on the part of the
Federal cause.

Tt will be remembered that at this date there was considerable
need of additional enlistments from the fact that the Confederate
cause had a litlle more than balanced all the accounts which
the Federals had scored against them from the April days
of 1861 up to that date. Furthermore, it was known to all,
that many of the boys and men in the county, dating from the
month of July, 1861, up to that date, had gone to other places, viz.:
to Council Bluffs, Omaha and divers others places to enlist; and
up to that time there had not been a company raised in the
same, though, as aforesaid, an hundred or more had already gone
to the front. This was partly due to the fact that certain men
in power in the county, though belonging to the party in power,
whose duty it was to, at all hazards, uphold the cause of the
Union, wished to distribute out to their especial friends the
highest positions of company offices; and as a result, any person
who desired in good faith to enlist, rather than go down on all
fours to this would be “big man,” chose to take a position in
some company then being organized at the nearest point. These
or this personage may have been acting in good faith, but at this
day all can readily see that if the best interest of the govern-
ment was the object of their acts, that judgment was terribly
warped and helplessly diseased. As aresult, William W. Fuller,
Geo. 8. Bacon and Joe. H. Smith persuaded the board to
call a special meeting of that body on the 11th day of August,
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1862, at which time the following resolutions were presented
and adopted, viz.:

* Resolved, That any person who will enlist in the present
company of Towa volunteers now being raised in this county,
shall receive at the time he is sworn into the service, a good and
sufficient warranty deed for eighty acres of swamp and over-
flowed lands in the county which at the present remains unsold,
and which may be selected by him or his agent, and no swamp
land shall be sold or deeded after this date until that provided for
by this resolution has been selected, reasonable time being given
such to select their lands.

“ Resolved, That if the person so enlisting shall select in lien
of the land above provided for, a warrant on the swamp land
fund for $100, he shall have the same at the time of enlistment,
and the same shall be payable for the lands heretofore entered
and be receivable either for principal or interest.

* Resolved, That in case the person so enlisting shall prefer,
on enlisting, the warrants, then the board hereby instructs the
clerk to draw to such a person a warrant on the said fund for
$100, the same being hereby made assignable.

* Resolved, That this board will appoint some competent per-
son to accompany the soldiers who may enlist under these reso-
lutions to the hospitals or battle fields.

“ Resolved, That this board will carefully provide for the
families of any citizens of the county who will enlist and whose
families may be in want during the time of said enlistment.”

All the members of the board voted in favor of these resolu-
tions, and scarcely had the same been adopted until there came
a deluge of applicants to join the company. A meeting was set
for the 18th of August of the same year to complete the organ-
ization of the company, and when the day arrived there was such
an overwhelming turning out that many who were thought by
the younger men to be too old were compelled to return to their
homes without **’jining the army.”



168 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

Mr. Thomas F. Vanderhoof, Peter Brady, Jerry Motz, and a
whole squad of such old men were refused, because there were
a better class of more physical young men who could, as was
anticipated at that time, stand the roughs of army life much
better than these last named.

It may be safely said, and truly, too, that there never was a
company of one hundred men raised or enlisted in so short a
period of time from a neighborhood made up of so few able
bodied ecitizens. In the making up of the company above named
only two of the members of the board enlisted: Wickliffe B.
Copeland and Joe. H. Smith. The others, though earnestly pray-
ing for the success of the Federal cause, fought the battle at a
distance, believing that *‘distance lent enchantment.”

This resolution, though a little out of the direct line, and which
in these days of peace might be construed to be passing the Rubi-
con of supervisor jurisdiction, yet at the time of the passage of
the same there was no time to fool away in discussing fine dis-
tinctions and constitutional questions. The war was upon us,
and the fact was, somebody had to go to the front; and if I am
not now mistaken, the thirteen who staid at home were just as
willing that Copeland and Smith should enlist as any person.
The draft clouds were hovering in the eastern horizon, and then,
as now, there were just as many persons who would be willing
that somehody else should be shot as to be the victims themselves.
The act of the board in granting this bounty was subsequently
legalized by the Legislature of this State, and up to the present
time there has never heen any *kicking " about this procedure.
In seven days after the passage of these resolutions one hundred
men, the pick and choice from the county, were enlisted for
three years or during the war, and has ever since that event been
known as Company C, Twenty-ninth Regiment Iowa Volunteer
Infantry.

The next question of importance which came before the board
for adjudication, was that which was presented by those in the
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interest of a railroad company, viz.: the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad Company, and this in 1864, when it was said that un-
less the county of Harrison donated to this corporation all the
unsold swamp and overflowed lands in the same, they would
build their line directly west from Denison, and Harrison county
would be left out in the cold, so far as railroad facilities were
concerned. This proposition barely escaped passage, only being
defeated by a majority of one. Notwithstanding the assertions of
many of the friends of the road, and the agents who sought the
bonus, the road was built just as soon as it would have been had
the county donated all the unsold swamp land and thrown in a
percentage for luck.

At the August session of 1861, being the first year of the Board
of Supervisors, they selected for the purpose of selling and procur-
a poor farm for the county, the following described swamp
lands, viz.: the southwest quarter of section No. 7, township 79,
range 44, and north half of southwest and the southeast quarter
of the southwest quarter of lot No. 1, in section 15, township
80, range 45, all in the county. This was disposed of hetween
the day of selection and the 1st of January, 1868, and the board,
through its committee, Robert McGavren, James L. Roberts and
Barzillai Price, selected as a poor farm the following described
premises, viz.: the southwest quarter of section 22, in township
81, range 41, in Harrison township, being an improved tract, and
then, as yet, one of the very best one hundred and sixty acres in
the entire county, paying to Hammer & Ferbs the sum of $22.50
per acre, amounting in all to $3,600. This was used and occu-
pied by the county as a poor farm up to and until a time when
old Uncle Johnny Harshbarger wished to change his base, when
the Board of Supervisors, through its committee, D. E. Brainard,
J.S. Cole and Samuel DeCou, all being then members of the
board, exchanged the .poor farm last above described, with the
said Harshbarger, for the farm now used and maintained by the
county as a poor farm. There is not an individual in the entire



170 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

county at the present date but would be willing to swear (and
some use some harsh Ianguage) that the present farm now known
as the county poor farm is the poorest farm for the purposes
for which itis used, and for the money which it cost the county,
in all the county. This sale, or swindle (whatever you may call
it), was completed on the 19th of March, 1870, at a time when
the tract at and near Dunlap was worth three times the amount
of that given in exchange; besides, it was in a more healthy
locality, and nearly tangent to the town of Dunlap, which place
ab that time was struggling under a very healthy boom. The
tract now owned by the county is badly cut up by the Boyer
river; has but a small selvedge of arable land, through which
the Northwestern Ratlroad passed at the time of purchase, and
the remainder, instead of lying, stands on its edge, and is fit
only for observatories and bank barns. To this nearly worthless
tract of land the different Boards of Supervisors, since the time of
purchase as aforesaid, have paid out of the taxpayers’ money, in
the way of building a dwelling house, the sum of $4,700, and re-
pairs yearly on the same not less than $75, as well as repairs to
fences and out-buildings, $1,000; so that the present cost of this
magnificent swindle to the county at this time is not less than
$11,000, which the gunardians of the county at this date lease to
their present overseer, or steward, at the rate of $200, which he
pays to the county in providing support to paupers at the rate
of 83 or $3.25 per week.

This $200 is beyond question a very small percentage on the
$11,000, but this was county funds, and you know that if the
county funds are a little carelessly expended, the county being
rich, the people would not miss such a trifle. It is too late in
the day for any body now to ask an explanation and the public will
be left to form and carefully express their judgments as to them
shall seem to be in keeping with the men and times in which the
matter took place. The poor houseis acreditable building and suits
well for the purpose for which it was built, but the same might
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just as well, so far as nearness to railroads is concerned, be in
Allen or Union townships, as where now located.

THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE COUNTY

was attempted to be made in the late fall of 1876, at the time
the following gentlemen were acting as a Board of Supervisors
or as guardians of the county's interest, viz.: H. B. Cox, H. V.
Armstrong and Amos Chase.

A fellow by the name of W. P. Fox, a star in the geological
firmament, of about such magnitude as the writer would be in
the pulpit, strayed to this county from the back alleys of the
city of Des Moines, and through the written recommendation of a
great portion of the business men all over the county, procured
from this Board a permit to make a geological survey of the
county, having in view the discovery of coal. This *“fox™ was
accompanied by a hack driver from Council Bluffs, and after
prodding along the banks of the Boyer at not more than a dozen
of places with a pole and two-inch auger for two or three weeks,
and then making three or more trips to the Little Sioux saloons in
search of * hardware,” and then borrowing Joe. H. Smith’s
geological reports of the geological survey of the State of Iowa,
together with the preparing of their minds by frequent and
repeated drunks at the * stone church™ (this was a saloon in
Logan kuown by that name) a comprehensive report was made,
by copying from the above reports, and filed in the office of the
County Auditor, and before the January meeting of the Board in
1877, the bill for such survey was allowed and warrants drawn
on the county fund for $700. Through and by these means the
county was swindled out of that sum.

The Board of Supervisors above named were not so much to
blame in this matter as were those who practiced a fraud on them by
recommending such worthless tramps, but believing it would be
benefical to the county that such survey should be made, and
at the same time having no thought but the person recom-
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mended was competent to malke a scientific survey, they con-
sented, and with the result above stated.

This 8700 warrant being issued a little out of season, i. e.,
before auditing by the Board, was as soon as issued sold to a
well known firm in the county at a good shave,and hence at the
time the Board met this $700 was in the hands of * innocent
purchasers.”

RODDING THE COURT HOUSE

With lightning rods, happened at a time when there was a
*lightning rod revival” all over the county; the advance agent,
by some means or other, having secured the written consent of
the Board of Supervisors to rod the court house, put his ** gang”
to work at the job, and when they had finished, the entire roof,
chimneys, cupola, etc., etc., were encased in a net work of iron
rods, bristling with points and weather vanes. This, when com-
pleted was followed by a bill of some $800, which so disgusted
the Board and the County Auditor, it being so much more than
any one had contemplated it would be, that William H. Eaton,
who was then Auditor, paid a part of the bill himself, and Mr.
H. B. Cox proposed to the other two members of the Board,
that, in his opinion, the Board should pay for this themselves
and not call on the county to put up for their want of foresight
and discretion, and that if the other two members would each
pay their pro rata, he would his, and the next time watch and
not be drawn into any such financial whirlpools: this was not
in keeping with the opinions of the other two members and
the county compromised with these public vampires, by paying
them $575.

These circumstances last above related, constitute nearly all
of the mistakes of the Joard of Supervisors since the time the
same was transformed from a * debating society” to a business
three, and I unhesitatingly say that there is not a county in
the entire state of Iowa, to-day, that has been as well governed
as Harrison.
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The only indebtedness of the county at the present, is a
bonded indebtedness of $16,500, which at the first thought can
readily be understood. ~ All persons who resided in the county
in 1885 will remember that during that year the public roads
of the county suffered more heavily by reasons of heavy rains
and floods, than in all the past years of the county’s life: that in
all parts of the county the cry came up to these officials, * we
must have means of egress and ingress; our highway bridges
have been swept away by the floods, we cannot get away from
our farms to market, neither can the officers get to our homes;
we must have means of travel;” and the Supervisors knowing
that these representations were true, and that these people needed
this relief, cheerfully bonded the county at that time for $5,500,
and again in June, 1886, bonded for $11,000 more, making in all
$16,500.

It must not be understood that all of this sum last named was
used in the building of county bridges, from the fact that a
small portion was by the Board ordered to be used in keeping up
the par value of county orders: because just as soon as there is a
want of cash in the county freasury to cash county orders the
same are thrown on the market and the party who served the
county in any capacity or rendered any of the many services
required, is compelled to suffer the loss of such shave as the
money lender or merchant sees fit to allow.

These bonds are what are known as three and ten year bonds,
being so negotiated and worded. that the county cannot pay the
same sooner than three years from date, and the bond holder
cannot compel payment sooner than ten years from date. The
interest on these bonds runs at the rate of 6 per cent per annum,
which all persons in the county pay in proportion to the amount
of their taxable property. This is infinitely better than that the
county warrants should go begging a purchaser and be hawked
upon the streets at such price as corners would thrust them. At
this date I am informed by the very gentlemanly County Auditor,
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Myr. Frank Croesdale, that there is now on hand $5,000 ready for
payment on this bonded indebtedness, which would leave the
sum of $11,500 yet to be raised and eight years more for pay-
ment.
THE FINANCES OF THE COUNTY,

From what has been said in the last remarks, show that the
same could scarcely be in better condition than they are at the
present.

From the organization of the county up to the year of 1866,
being the time when Captain George 3. Bacon was sworn into
office as Treasurer, county warrants had been walloping round
the streets, hedges and highways of the county, alternating in
value, in proportion to the proximity of taxpaying time, and the
opposition in the matter of procuring the same. It is well recol-
lected, that during all the time prior to this the currency of the
county was nearly made up by using county warrants, swamp-
land scrip and cottonwood lumber. This condition of things
afforded a fine opportunity for speculation in the purchase of
these county orders, and some of the banking firms, merchants
and others were not slow in catching on, and could to-day state
that the stepping stone to their present wealth is due to the
fact that county orders offered an opportunity for investment.
T'his term, viz.: the years of 1866 and 1867, county orders were
kept at their par value, and on the incoming of another man,
viz.: A. W. Ford, as County Treasurer, they lapsed back to the
old low-water mark of sixty cents on the dollar, and continued
at that price during all of the year 1869.

On the 1st of January, 1870, Captain Bacon came into control
of the business of the county treasury, and immediately these
county orders went up to par and remained in that position
until the latter part of the year of 1871, at which time the bot-
tom fell out of the county coffers, there being no funds to redeem
the same, but there were several men apparently on other busi-
ness passing through the county, yet wherever there was a
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county order found it was immediately purchased by these
county order crystalizers, and who it was that made money out
of this deal, is left to your own judgment and recollection. Not-
withstanding all that may have taken place in the past, Harrison
county, in this year of 1888, pays all her debts, dollar for dollar.

While the subject of county finance is under consideration, I
cannot forbear making a statement of the extent to which the
realty of the county is blanketed with mortgages, the same
assuming a magnitude far exceeding the thought of the most
observing. The real value of the realty of the county is placed at
$12,477,090, to which add the value of the personalty, $3,644,571,
amounts to $16,121,661; on this there is a tax of $166,035.55 for
the year of 1887.

The mortgage indebtedness on the lands, represented to be
worth $12,477,090, is $1,663,612, which, drawing interest at the
rate of 8 per cent, each year amounts to the sum of $133,088, so
that by adding the tax assessed for the year 1887 to the interest
paid for the same year on the loans, amounts to the nice little
sum of $299,124.51. It, at first thought, wouid hardly seem
possible, that a little fraction of this great commonwealth, only
twenty-four by twenty-seven miles, really makes and pays out,
year by year, a fraction over a quarter of a million of dollars,
but the tacts warrant these figures. The further fact must be
kept in view, that very many of the farms in the county are
wholly free of mortgage embellishments, while many persons
have crystalized the thought that interest is much cheaper than
the usual rents demanded by the landlords, and, hence the mort-
gage indebtedness as aforesaid.

Notwithstanding the appalling figures as above stated, very
many of those on the west side of the county who, in the spring
of 1887, were nearly mired by these loans, by reason of the
grand yield of the corn crop of the same year as well as the good
price which the same brought in market, applied the money
received for the same in the extinguishment of these incumbran-
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ces, and at the present are nearly masters of the situation, and
quite free of debt.
THE EARLY CURRENCY OF THE COUNTY

Up to the year of 1857 was gold and silver, which was occasioned
by reason of the fact that persons settling in the county brought
such with them, and again, because Council Bluffs was the great
outfitting point for California and Great Salt Lake. They who
came to Council Bluffs by water, would purchase teams, imple-
ments, groceries, etc., ete., at this place, sufficient to last the trip,
and this put this class of money into circulation, and little, if
any, paper money was used as a medium of value until the latter
part of 1857, and this became exceedingly plentiful up to the
time of the breaking out of the rebellion. The reader must not
indulge in the thought that gold and silver was very plenteous
up to 1857, and from that to the time of the beginning of the
war, for such a condition did not exist.

About the beginning of the year 1858 there were a great many
saw mills located and running in the county and the timber along
the Missouri bottoms and in many placesin the groves in the up-
lands, which occasioned a trade in this article, which the settlers,
with this and swamp-land scrip, and now and then a county order,
constituted the great bulk of the currency then in circulation.
Bank bills representing money, said to have been issued by
good, reliable banks in Missouri, Kansas, Illinois, Kentucky,
Georgia, etc., etc., ete., with great red dogs, or deers, wild cats,
handsome men and beauties of women pictured thereon, were at
this time thrown broadeast all over the country, and so uncer-
tain was the value of these that the banks, which by the detector
and newspaper reports of yesterday were reported to be good,
the day following would be wholly worthless. Never was there
such uncertainty in monetary matters, and perhaps I could not
better illustrate this uncertain condition than by telling a cir-
cumstance, true in fact and particular, which occurred at the
time I am now speaking of, and ’tis this:
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Old Uncle Jakey Pate and Mike Wallace kept a wood-yard at
a place now known as Sandy Point (the same being named for
Mike because of his terribly red hair), and one day while they
were at dinner a steamboat landed at their yard, and before they
could put in an appearance the boatmen had ten or fifteen cords
of dry wood carried on board of the boat, and when Unele Jakey
came he says, * Well, well, what are ye a-doin’ here at my wood-
pile, taking 1t without leave or license?” To which the clerk
of the boat replied, ** We will make it right, sir—all right, sir;
you'll take paper money, won’t you? And if you accept the
paper money, about how much will you allow us for it, eh?”
To which Mr. Pate replied, after squirting about a quart of
tobacco juice on the gang-plank, “Allow you? Well, let me see;
how many cords of wood did you take?” * Fifteen,” says the
clerk. * Well, well,” says Pate, * I think we could -about afford
to take it cord for cord; what do you say, Mike?” * Yes, fif-
teen cords of red dog, wild cat or any other good paper money
you've got will be all right, won’t it Mike?” Payment was
made in gold at a little less than cord for cord.

Attacks have been made on the moneys paid into the county
treasury at frequent intervals since the first payment was made
of taxes in 1854.

1t will be remembered that P. G. Cooper was the first County
Treasurer elected, and that upon the resignation of Stephen King
in October of 1853 as County Judge, that P. G. Cooper was
appointed Clerk of the Courts, and his brother, William V.
Cooper, was appointed Treasurer and Recorder. During the first
part of the year of 1854, and up to and until the 1st of Septem-
ber of the same year, this condition continued, and what little
taxes were paid, were received by Wm. V. Cooper. At this time
the county records were kept in alittle log house quite near to the
spot where Mr. I. V. Stewart now resides, in Magnolia. All of
the county officers then occupied offices in this little building, and

while the two Coopers were holding watch and vigil over the rec-
12
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ords and cash of the county, during the moath of September of
the year last named, by some mysterious providence, the build-
ing caught fire, and the building. records, cash, etc., were burned.

It is said that Judge Cooper was full of *“Paddy’s eye-
water,” and came nearly perishing in the scorching flames, and
while the principal part of the money then in the treasury was
“gold,” by reason of the heat of the burning building the gold
was melted and was afterwards found in a conglomerate shape-
less mass, nevertheless, when subjected to scientific test, proved
to be the remaius of an old brass candle-stick, which had found
its way from Virginia and into these offices, and lastly into the
scorching flames. The county then rubbed out all old scores
and commenced in business de novo.

The next ripple upon the surface of county tax deposits was
at the March meeting of the county court of 1858, when D. E.
Brainard, then County Judge, requested the then Treasurer, John
W. Cooper, to make report of the status of the funds in his
hands, he Cooper having failed to make any report to the County
Judge. Matters passed for three successive days, at which time
Mzr. Brainard became oblivious as to accommodations and caused
the Sheriff of the county toserve on the Treasurer a written notice
demanding the immediate appearance of the custodian of the
funds and the instantaneous report as provided by law.

Mr. Cooper having used some of the funds and then being
unable to make immediate replacement, suffered suit to be insti-
tuted against him and his bondsmen in the district court, but
before the same ripened into hearing, came forward with the
proper report and cash, and the case was dismissed.

From the date last named until the last of the year 1865, no
crookedness in the County Treasurer’s office is found of record,
while during the year of 1865, as well as the years 1866 and 1867
and that of 1868, the Board of Supervisors of the county for the
year 1870 seem to have concluded that there were funds remain-
ing in the hands of R. Yeisley for 1865, to the amount of
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$459.37; in the possession of Captain Geo. S. Bacon, for the year
of 1866, the sum of $519.71, and for the year 1867, $753.28, and
that A. W. Ford had failed to turn over, for the year 1868, the
sum of $674.57, due from all former Treasurers, inall making the
sum of $2,407.93. This searching of the records was had prior
to and reported to the Board at the October session of 1870, at
which time the county was represented by seventeen members,
all of whom being present at said meeting passed the following
resolution, which to-day stands upon the minutes of said Board,
Viz.:

WarEREAs, The committee on county officers have revorted to
the Board, that they find that Reuben Yeisley has received
$459.37 more than his salary for the year 1865—also find that
Geo. 3. Bacon has received $519.71 more than his salary for 1866,
and $753.28 more than his salary for the year of 1867; that A.
W. Ford has received $674.57 more than his salary for the year
A. D. 1868. Now therefore be it

Resolved by the Board of Supervisors, That said Yeisley,
Bacon and Ford be and are hereby requested to pay the above
amounts into the county treasury between this and the first of
January, A. D. 1871.”

The recorded vote on this resolution was as follows, viz.:

Yeas—Brainard, McGavren, Meech, Harvey, DeCou, Wallace,
Williams and Hutchison—8.

Nays—Goodenough, Eilis, Wills, Church, Johnson, Milliman,
Cobb and Jed Smith—S8.

This left the measure before the body a tie, when the chair-
man of the Board cast his vote * Yea,” and the resolution stood
adopted. The Chairman at this time was Dr. J. 8. Cole.

This resolution was never heeded by Yeisley, Bacon or Ford,
and the same stands to day on the records as unpaid.

As to the merits of this finding or resolution, each reader is left
to formulate his own conclusions as to the merifs of the respec-
tive parties; however, I am constrained to say that the persons
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who constituted this Board were of the very best talent of the
county, and men whose judgment would not be warped by either
fear, favor, fraud or affection.

In justice to Messrs. Yeisley, Bacon and Ford I am in duty
bound to state, that the seeming difficulty in these sums arises
by reason of the vague and uncertain verbiage of the statute
with reference to the fees to which the different Treasurers were
entitled in the matter of Treasurers’ tax deeds.

On the night of the 17th of February, 1868, the County Treas-
urer's safe met with just such a * scald ” as was experienced at
the time the county offices, records and money were consumed by
fire, during the ** Cooper” administration in 1854—gutted. At
this time there was more money in the hands of the treasurer
than there would be at any other period of the year, so occa-
sioned by the payment of taxes, for after the 1st of February, on
all taxes which were not paid by or during the month of Janu-
ary, penalty began accruing, and further, the middle of the
month of February was just the time when the Treasurer was
supposed to have cleared up the receipts for money paid during
the month of January. Whoever planned the robbery set the
job for the time when the Treasurer’s safe was in the most pleth-
oric condition, and struck it to the tune of nearly $14,000, but
which at the present time has by the statement of some, been
reduced to only $11,000.

The artistic work in the manner of the breaking of the safe
was most bunglingly performed; in fact so much so as to give a
thought that the workmen were amateurs, and had it not been
for the quantum of funds extracted, the opinion would have
received reasonable credence. Some personsliving in the immediate
neighborhood of the old court house reported on the following
day, or pretended to say, that they heard the noise of the pound-
ing, but presumed that this noise arose from some horse or other
animal which had wandered into the hall-way of this old temple
of justice; and was stamping around there at night, to while
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away time. By 9 o'clock of the 18th the town was all agog with
the news of the robbery, and there were as many theories as to
the persons perpetrating the act as there were dollars stolen.
The safe in which this money is said to have been kept was not
blown open, but partially sprung apart by the use of iron wedges,
and the money drawn through these crevices by using wires or
some such appliances.

On the 24th of the same month the Board of Supervisors con-
vened and the result of this meeting was the appointment of a
committee to ascertain the amount of money taken, and from
what funds; the committee being the Chairman of the Board,
D. E. Brainard; the Clerk of the Board, John W. Stocker, and
the then Treasurer, A. W. Ford. This committee, so far as the
records of the proceedings of the Board show; never reported
their findings, and those who now inquire as to this matter are
compelled to seek hearsay evidence in lieu of record testimony.

The committee of the Board at their report at the January
term, 1869, when reporting on county officers, state that the fol-
lowing sums were stolen and locate the different amounts as of
the following funds, viz:

Bridge Fund..........cooeiiiiil, $1,085.64
Teachers’ Fund......coovviiiiiinas. 1,692.42
County School Faund............... ... 1,302.87
School House Fund..........oovuvens. 1,245.23
Road Fund........ vovevivenoint, 789.57
Distriet School Fund..... ............ 165.70
Insane Fund.. oo, 513.98
Poor Fund...oovvveovin e oon. 8.27
State Fand...ovvvveoei v cn 2,862.66

This last only being obtained from Chapter 41, acts of the
Sixteenth General Assembly, passed on the 4th of March, 1876,
whereby this county is credited with this amount while no part
of the amount was ever paid.

The balance, whatever it may have been, must have heen from
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the county fund, for at this time there was not a cent left of all
the moneys derived from the sale of the 121,000 acres of swamp
lands; and there could not have been much of the county fund, for
at the time the treasury of the county was turned over to the
then Treasurer, viz.: on the 1st of January, 1868, the amount of
this fund so turned over to Ford by Captain Bacon, reached the
enormous sum of o cents, besides at this same time there were
half cords of county orders outstanding, the same hawked on the
market at sixty cents on the dollar.

The current of opinion seemed to center on Michael Rogers,
and a gang which was under his leadership, as the perpetrators
of the robbery, while at the same time there were a few who on
this subject were like doubting Thomas, would like to have put
their fingers intd Mike's side (pockets) before being convinced
Rogers was indicted but never caught, and in the course of time
the case of “The State of Towa v. Mike Rogers” was dropped
from the docket and the whole transaction dismissed from the
minds of the tax-paying public. Neither the Treasurer nor his
sureties were ever required to make good the losses, the same
being regarded as a public rather than a private calamity.

This brings the reader down to the present and compels state-
ment to be made as to the defalcation of Mr. I. P. Hill. Mr.
Hill was elected at the fall election of 1875, and was his own
successor during five terms, having held the office for twelve

years, when, upon turning over the same to Mr. Lew Massie, on
the first Monday in January, 1888, greatly startled our usually
quiet citizens, by making the statement that there was a short-
age of funds to the extent of $20,000 to $25,000.

The aunthor of these hastily crystalized thoughts has known
Mr. Hill for a period of thirty-two years, and from this long
acquaintance would be sluggish in forming the belief that one
who has always been Harrison county’s most trusted guardian is
criminal. But should it appear that there is a defalcation, and
that Mr. Hill has been the trusted friend of the county and can-
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not make a showing as to the present finance which has been paid
him by the hard worked, and, as T might say, “ over taxed peo-
ple,” then let stern justice be meted out to him without
stint or pity. Kach individual who assumes the duties and
responsibilities of an office should know whether or not he pos-
sesses the proper qualification in order to discharge the duties
thereof, and at this day when taxes assume the dignity of rent,
it will not suffice to say, “1 was incompetent,” more especially,
when twelve years of honesty and ability have been sounded
through the entire county as the passport to position and trust.

At the present, while there is an indictment pending against
Mr. Hill, and, especially while experts are busily at work in
examining the last half of his terms of office, I deem it impru-
dent to say aught but this: ** Let justice be done to the public
and the defendant Mr. Hill, though the heavens fall.”

THE IMPEACHMENT OF I. P. HILL, TREASURER OF HARRISON COUNTY,
AT THE INSTANCE OF JOHN HUIE AND A. C. GILCHRIST,

This matter was brought before the District Court of the
State of Iowa for Harrison county, at the August term, 1879.
The accusers were men of excellent standing in the county at
the time of the inception of the case, and it was brought about
through the instance and superintendence of Mr. Issacher Scho-
field, then member of the Board of Supervisors, and a resident
of Dunlap, who was elected to, and did at that time, represent
the second supervisor district of this county. Mr. Schofield
took his seat at the incoming of the year of 1879, and soon pre-
sumed to have good reasons to believe that the accused was deal-
ing unfairly with the people of the county, or in other words,
was favoring a few of those to whom he was under especial
obligations and giving the cold shoulder to very many who were
equally entitled to share alike with the favored few last named,
and hence the accusation against the defendant, which was in
the following words, viz.:
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The accusers ask that the accused he removed from the office
of Treasurer of the county, for the following reasons:

For habitual and willful neglect of duty in this—

1. By failing to apportion consolidated tax each month;

2. By failing and neglecting to report to the County Auditor
the apportionment tax for the year 1878;

3. By failing to keep the different funds separate;

4. By paying warrants drawn on one fund out of the cash of
another and different fund;

5. By holding $6,000 in county warrants and refusing to can-
cel the same, as provided by law;

6. By depositing county and other funds intrusted to his care
in banks as his own private funds, and drawing interest thereon;

7. By loaning out public funds for private purposes;

8. By holding county warrants and refusing to cancel same,
or permit cancellation;

9. By paying out county orders which had been taken in and
paid by him;

10. By refusing to report to the County Auditor, weekly, the
county orders received by him as Treasurer, and neglecting to
endorse thereon the word * paid,” as provided by law;

11. By showing partiality in office in this, viz.: by paying to
cerfain parties cash on county warrants and refusing others;

12. By holding tax receipts and tax certificates for friends and
not requiring the full amount at date of delivery, when no
money had been paid thereon at the date of receipt of certifi-
cate;

18. By holding county warrants purchased by friends at great
discount, and paying the same out of other and different funds
than those upon which said warrants were drawn—the fund on
which the warrants were drawn being exhausted;

14. By failing to produce and fully account for all public
funds at inspection or legal settlement with the Board at the
January meeting in 1879;
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15. By exhibiting bankers’ certificates of deposit in lien of
the money representing the public funds, belonging to the
county and State.

A joinder of issues was completed on the above charges, and
the case came to trial at the August term of the said court in
1879, in which cause the State was represented by attorneys J.
H. Henderson, of Marshalltown, and S. H. Cochran, of Logan,
and the defendant by J. W. Barnhart and W. S. Shoemaker, of
Logan, and Mr. Monk, of Onawa.

The jury selected to determine the facts were as follows, viz.:
William Elliott, A. Jewel, Thos. F. Vanderhoof, Henry Weed,
N. B. Wadsworth, D. A. McDermot, G. W. Noyes, jr., James
Norman, J. A. Deal, John A. Reel, G. W. Smith and H. P.
White, who, after patiently listening to the evidence introduced,
and the argument of the representative counsel, and being
instructed by the court, only tarried in their consultation room
a short time when they returned into court with a verdict:
* We the jury find the defendant not guilty.”

Perhaps I might state that there never was a case tried in the
courts of the county which elicited so much interest for the
moment as this, for the fact that the prosecution was instituted
at the latter part of the second term of office of the accused,
who, being a personage having grown up under the eye of the
public, the party to whom he had attached his political faith
and worshiped with, were bitter in denouncing the accusation as
being more for political purposes than pro bono publico, and
again among his adherents there were numerous personages who
had a mercenary purpose in refuting the charges, irrespective of
guilt, for by so doing they were accommodating their own
private and personal interests.

Charges 1, 2, 8, 4 and 5 were passed over because, if the
charges were true, the commissi®dn of these acts had been
indulged in by former county treasurers so long back that the
memory of man ran not to the contrary; and it was especially
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arged on trial, as a matter of justification, that when Hill's pre-
decessor went out of office, there were large amounts of county
warrants, approximating nearly $11,000, turned over to him
in settlement with Mr. Wood, or rather by the Board of Super-
visors in settlement with Mr. Wood as cash, the same, though
nearly four years had intervened, these remained uncancelled,
and nothing but the full fledged honesty of the present incum-
bent prohibited this large amount of negotiable paper from being
again thrown upon the public as a circulating medium of value.
That the presence of this bundle of honesty was proof positive
of his innocence, ete.

Specifications 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 were regarded by the
jury as not sufficiently proven, while the charges 14 and 15 were
not in any substantial manner relied on by the accusers. The
greater stress in the entire case was based on those charges
alleging that the public funds had been placed in the banks of
the county contrary to law, and that interest had been collected
thereon by the accused, and this interest appropriated by the
accused to his own use.

From the present light which has been, within the last six
months shed on this case, there would be little hesitancy in
saying that, had the accusers centralized their prosecution on
the 14th and 15th charges, and pushed the case vigorously, the
result of the verdict of the jury might have been materially
different, yet with this opinion 1 have little sympathy, for should
the same elements now combine and foreordain that an acquittal
should be had, the result might be a verdict of similar import as
that copied in the foregoing remarks.

The prosecution had no faith in maintaining charges 14 and
15, or else they would have pushed the accused to the wall on
the same, but in this they were like a blind steer in a forty-
acre cornfield, simply wandering about hoping to find their way
to a conviction.

The present Board of Supervisors now claim that the accused,
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at the January settlement of 1879, was short of funds to the
extent of $2,131.78; that at the June settlement of 1881 there
was a deficit of $3,200; the same at the January settlement of
1882; $4,000 at June of the same year; $4,800 at January, 1883,
$5,000 at June, 1883; $7,500 at January, 1884. At the January
meeting of 1884 all funds belonging to the county were produced
and counted by the Board, while at the January meeting of 1883
the $4,800 was obtained by executing a promissory note of I. P.
Hill to the Harrison County Bank, and this note was taken up
by the Treasurer immediately after the settlement of that month.

The settlement of the January session of 1885 was balanced
up by using 87,200 of checks held by the Harrison County Bank,
which bore date of the 21st of January, and was taken up as
shown on the 22d of the same month.

At the June meeting of 1885 the settlement was made by
using $1,300 of cash put in on the 17th day of June and drawn
out on the same day by the Harrison County Bank, and £6,500
in checks on the Harrison County Bank, these bearing date of
the 17th day of June and drawn out on the 19th of the same
month.

January settlement of 1886 was a cash counting term.

At the June settlement of 1886 the Harrison County Bank was
represented by $10,500 in checks of date of the 22d of June, and
the same drawn out on the 24th of the same month.

On the 18th day of January, 1887, I. P. Hill executed his
promissory note to the Harrison County Bank for $9,000, and the
same was paid by Mr. Hill three days thereafter.

At the June session of 1887 Mr. Hill was behind in funds to the
amount of $14,500, and the deficiency held in abeyance by
the Board counting as funds in the hands of the Treasurer,
$7,000 in checks held by the Harrison County Bank; $2,500 in
certificates of depositsat the Cadwell Bank, and at the same time
counting as cash a check held by Cadwell's Bank drawn by the
County Treasurer on the Harrison County Bank calling for 35,000
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Mr. P. Cadwell held on deposit at that time the sum of $2,500
belonging to the funds of the county, and this $2,500, added to
the check of the Treasurer on the Harrison County Bank of
$5,000, made a showing of $7,500, from which these balances
were made.

There can be no question but that the Cadwell Bank acted in
this matter with the utmost good faith and that there was no other
thought in the mind of the Cadwell Bank but that the check of
the Treasurer on the Harrison County Bank was in good faith and
represented the cash as stated, viz.: so much money of the funds
belonging to the county which had been deposited in the afore-
said bank.

It must also be remembered that at this time Mr. Cadwell was
one of the bondsmen of the County Trezasurer, and would not even
squint at any crookedness on the part of the principal whom he
was securing.

No character of gossip every startled the people of the county
like unto that of the statement made at the meeting of the
Board of Supervisors in January, 1888, when it was made known
that Mr. Hill was a defaulter in the sum of $20,000 to $25,000,
but the reports of the Treasurer and Auditor would not balance
by this amount above spoken of, and hence, when the outgoing
Auditor told that Mr. I. P. Hill was lacking that amount of
funds to come up even with the tally sheets in his office, there
was no longer any doubt as to the truth of the statement.

It might be profitable for those who bank on the funds belong-
ing to the county to go upon the bonds of the County Treasurer,
vet this little escapade has settled a fact in the minds of some
few of Harrison county’s best citizens,—that if the greater share
of the public funds are to be used by the firm not holden on the
Treasurer’s bond, the sooner relief is had from the bond the
more wisdom the parties would manifest.

Parties and persons may settle the thought as to where the
deficiency first began by accommodating their own fancy, but
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this truth must not be forgotten. When the Board of Super-
visors settled with Mr. Hill's predecessors, why was not the
$11,000 of warrants then turned over, cancelled and placed be-
yond the reach of ever afterwards being counted or even estimated
as cash?

The Boards of Supervisors who have held that position since
the 1st day of January, 1879, are quite as much to blame as any
party to the defalcation, in not requiring at each settlement re-
quired by law, semi-annually, to demand even peremptorily, to
see that the money representing each fund be brought into the
Supervisors’ court and then and there counted. While it is true
that on the incoming of each year of a new term of office, Mr.
Hill was promptly on hand with cash balances, yet had they
demanded the payment of these certificates of deposit or even
the checks, at any or all the intermediate settlements, some
American citizen of African descent would have been smoked
out of the fuel pile."”

This propping arrangement would not have survived more than
one term, and as a result, the incompetent or dishonest would
have been at an early day estopped in plying their game at the
expense of confiding bondsmen. On whom rests the burden of
guilt in this case, is left to each person to form opinions for
himself, but this fact is fixed beyond doubt, that they who
are the bondsmen of the subject of these remarks, have, both in
and out of season, persistently proclaimed the honesty of Mr.
Hill.

Another fact may be stated: it is one which will bear the most
severe ordeal, and it is this: there has mnever been a time in the
political history of the county, when the banks of the county
united on a candidate for County Treasurer, but that the person
of their choice was elected by most handsome majorities, and the
further fact may be truthfully stated, that Mr. Hill has been
the choice of the banks since his first induction into office.

The political party to which Mr. Hill owed his allegiance
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could not be censured for giving him a united support, unless
this party was cognizant of the fact of his dishonesty or incom-
petency, but there have been numerous persons in the party
which opposed Mr. Hill, who, forgetting their own nominees,
and for mercenary and personal purposes, have thrown very
many good Republicans into political fence corners, because they
had tried and proved Mr. Hill, and had found in him a friend
who was ever ready to supply funds for pecuniary purposes, not-
withstanding the funds so furnished belonged to the publie.
This incumbent had been in office since the 1st of January, 1876,
and who would “swap” a good, well-tried trick * hoss™ for one
not accustomed to the collar or even broken to lead? Hence
the numerous political graves, freshened every odd year by party,
suicidal, political hands.

The records now plainly show that Mr. Hill had become quite
serviceable to a limited number of the Republican party, who
wereever pushing him to the front, recommending his honesty and
ability and if aught was said against him, were erying * persecu-
tion,” but these were either serving their own pecuniary purpose
or turning the political grindstone for some one who expected to
reap a rich promised or anticipated reward.

At the time of the trial of the accusations of 1879, and from
that time up to and until the 1st of January, 1888, there never
was a time when aught derogatory to the character and standing
of Mr. Hill was noised abroad, but all the ex-County Treasurers
of the county (excepting Judge King and Judge Brainard) would
shield the person of the accused by a solid embankment of body
so aud characters, that it was impossible for the spears of honest,
well meaning accusers to touch the sacred person of the money-
collecting friend.

Formerly, it was said: “Not all who ery Lord! Lord! shall
enter the Kingdom of Heaven;™ so, at the present day, it is
not universally the case, that they who pump political wind
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with the greatest persistency, and assume a rich politico-sancti-
fied look, have the best interests of the public at heart.

Much has been said in regard to the investigation ordered by
the Board of Supervisors, in June of 1879, at which time Mr.
J. C. Milliman, of this county, and B. H. Hibben, of Marshall-
town, were selected as the experts to examine and report the
condition of the Awditor’s office.

These men, after careful examination made report to the Board
as to the condition of the records of the office to which their
attention was directed, viz.: the Auditor’s, and it was impossible
for them to make a showing as to the condition of the business
and statas of the books of the Treasurer's office, from the fact
that they never were clothed with authority to investigate the
status of the finance of the County Treasurer.

The fault, if fault there be, lies largely at the door of the
Board of Supervisors, for had they acted on the 1st of January,
1879, and semi-monthly thereafter, as the law directed them to
act, viz.: to count the funds in the hands of the Treasurer, and
not take the certificates of deposits of bankers as money or con-
sider as cash a draft drawn by the Treasurer on a bank, not even
seeking to inquire of the bankers if such draft would be hon-
ored if presented, the defalcation of the present would not have
assumed the magnitude of $25,000.

The law presumes every man to be honest until the contrary
is proven, and the different Boards of Supervisors adopting this
theory have been careless of duty, supposing that it would be
sufficient time to determiine an indvidual dishonest after the act
constituting the dishonesty was perpetrated.

It is an old maxim,“An ounce of preventive is equal to a
pound of cure,” and had the preventive been rigidly applied,
there would have heen no necessity for any curing appliunces.
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PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS.

The first personage to adorn this exalted position was Mr.
William Dakan of Jefferson township, he being elected at the
first election held in the county, which occurred, as before stated,
on the Tth day of March, 1853.

Lawyer Dakan qualified and discharged the onerous duties of
this position by drawing the salary provided therefor, and when
informed that Stephen King had resigned, possessing a modesty
worthy of imitation in these latter days, rather than take upon
himself the duties of County Judge (for he, by reason of his
position, was County Judge ad interim), also resigned the office
of County Prosecuting Attorney; and as a result one Richard
Humphreys (called Dick Humphreys) was, on the 5th day of
December, 1853, appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the
resignation of Mr. Dakan. Mr. Dakan, though not alawyer,
possessed, largely, the symptoms, except that he was a strict
temperance man; but outside of this was as windy as the most
“ gassy " professional lawyer in all the State of Iowa, not barr-
ing the other thirty-seven States of this glorious Union.

There is a certain peculiarity touching the first Prosecuting
Attorney of this county, and the individual who was appointed
to fill his unexpired term, in this: Mr. Dakan was one of the
most liberal, enterprising, faithful and upright, uncompromising
men of this part of the State, but to him reverses came, matters
over which he had no control, and by reason of miscaleulation,
failed financially, to the utter astonishment of all his friends
and neighbors, fled from the face of his ereditors, while there
was an abundance of property to much more than satisfy his
every debt. But the man who had moved in the highest circles
of the county, when misfortune crossed his pathway had not
the courage to stand faithfully at the financial helm and shore
a craft that would have more than paid every obligation, but
chose to let it sink without witnessing the scene.

Richard Humphreys, who succeeded Mr. Dakan by appoint-
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ment, was a man of reasonable legal qualifications, but there was
a disposition in the man that he could not control, and this con-
trolling power was manifest in the year of 1855, when he had
migrated to the State of Missouri, and there like Zaccheus climbed
a tree, but Zaccheus came down alive, a matter which this limb
of the law wholly forgot, for while attached to the limb of the
tree, there happening to be a peculiar attachment of this limb
of the law to the limb of the tree, that unfortunately broke the
neck of the law-limb.

At the April election of 1854 Mr. T. B. Neely was elected to
serve out the unexpired term of Mr. Dakan, which he did with
credit to himself and the gratification of the entire citizenship
of the county electing him.

James W. Bates was elected at the April election of 1855, and
drew his salary for the two years following. This gentleman
was not a lawyer by profession, but in this matter, like the old-
fashioned * Buckeye ”” when requested to attend church, replied,
“T will either go or send a hand,” and while Mr. Bates did not
in person superintend and discharge the duties of the office to
which he was elected, he furnished a hand to do it.

William T. Raymond, then living three miles north of Mag-
nolia, was at the April election of 1857 elected to this position,
and though a real good farmer, and lately hailing from the land
of wooden nutmegs and basswood hams, discharged the duties
of this office with ability, fairness and impartiality, which to-day
is worthy of imitation. Here let it be said that Mr. Raymond,
during his term of office, was frequently called upon to perform
the functions of the office of County Judge, and while so acting
was occupying the position of D. E. Brainard, but whenever so
administering justice or otherwise so acting, his acts were always
such as to meet the approval of Mr. Brainard.

The ending of the year of 1858 ended the office of County
Prosecuting Attorney, an office having its inception not only on

13
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the adoption of the Code of 1851, but dating back to the time
of the admission of this State into the Union.

The following is a list of the Prosecuting Attorneys of this
Judicial District:

0. H. Howe, elected Oct. 12, 1858; Henry Ford, Oct. 14, 1862;
Orson Riee, Oct. 9, 1866; C. H. Lewis, Oct. 11, 1870; George B.
McCarty, Oct. 13, 1874; S. M. Marsh, Oct. 8, 1878, re-elected
Nov. 7, 1882.

Then the Twenty-first General Assembly, by act, determined
that this office was no longer necessary, and the courts and peo-
ple, after an experience and trial thereof for the period of
twenty-eight years, fell back on the early wisdom of the State,
and rejuvenated the office of County Prosecuting Attorney, to
which position J. A. Phillips, an attorney of Dunlap, was chosen
at the general election of 1886, and entered on the discharge of
his duties on the first Monday of January, 1887.

THE COUNTY OFFICERS

elected at the time of the organization of the county, on the Tth
of April, 1853, were as heretofore given, viz.:

Stephen King, County Judge—Mr. King resigned this posi-
tion in August of the same year, and one P. Green Cooper,
whether by appointment or by reason of being in a position to
hold the office ad interim, officiated as County Judge until
August election of 1854, at which time James Hardy was elected
to fill the vacancy.

At the August election, 1855, James Hardy was re-elected and
held this office until the election of D. E. Brainard in August of
1857, the general elections being the time provided for the elec-
tion of county officers by act of the Seventh General Assembly,
passed March 23, 1858. D. E. Brainard was again elected at the
general election of 1859.

Jonas W. Chatburn, elected, 1861.

Samuel Moore, elected, 1863.
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Jamas Harvey, elected, 1865.

H. C. Harshbarger, elected, 1867.

This person last named took the oath on the 1st of January,
1868, and held the position until the taking effect of the act
passed by the Twelfth General Assembly, which legislated all
the County Judges in the State out of office.

The records kept by these courts of their proceedings are
unique, many of them as hard to interpret as the hieroglyphics on
the pyramids or the characters on the copper plates found by
Joe Smith; more conspicuous for what is not recorded than for
the facts set forth.

The laws of the State did not require the County Judge to
reside at the seat of justice, and to that end Mr. James Harvey
during the term of his office resided on his farm in Raglan, but
made occasional visits to the county seat to learn if anybody had
departed this life so that executors or an administrator would
need be appointed, but while at his business of farming a cer-
tain gentleman from the old Buckeye State made a trip to this
county in order to settle up an estate which had been hanging
fire for a considerable time, when not finding His Honor at his
office, made search for him among the hills of Raglan, and on
his return stated that the County Judge of Harrison County was
precisely like a pony he owned. “Why?” was the ready question
of a bystander. Said the stranger, “ In the first place he is very
hard to catch, and in the second place when you do catch him he
is not worth a d—n.”

COUNTY TREASURER.

Whoever was elected to this position at the April election of
1853 is not shown by the records, but on the 5th of December,
1853, there being no person acting in such capacity, and there
being a vacancy declared by the ad interim County Judge (P.
Green Cooper), Mr. W. V. Cooper was by his honor appointed
to the position of County Treasurer and Recorder. These two
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offices were held together up to the 1st day of January, 1865,
when they were severed by an act of the Legislature. W. V.
Cooper held this position until the August election of 1854, at
which time D. M. Gamett was elected to fill the vacancy. Au-
gust, 1855, Stephen King was elected, and on the 25th of June,
1836, resigned the office, which was accepted by the court on the
97th of the same month, the resignation to take effect on the 1st
day of August following. D. E. Brainard was then appointed
to fill out the unexpired term of Stephen King. Jno. W. Cooper
was elected August, 1857; * W. J. Boner, October, 1859: A. L.
Harvey was elected to fill vacancy, in October, 1860; A. L. Har-
vey was elected in October, 1861; Reuben Yiesley in October,
1863; George S. Bacon in October, 1865; A. W, Ford in October,
1867; George S. Bacon in October, 1869; John W. Wood in
Qctober, 1871 and 1873; Isaac P. Hill in October, 1875, 1877,
1879, 1881, 1883 and 1885; L. E. Massie in November, 1887.

The closest contest of any of the above was that of Mr. A. L.
Harvey, who in 1860 ran for the treasurership, to fill the vacancy
occasioned by reason of the death of W. J. Boner. At this elec-
tion the Democratic nominee was one Jas. Perley, subsequently
a partner in the firm of Dalley & Perley, in the mercantile busi-
ness in Magnolia; the vote being so close that Mr. Harvey cnly
had a majority of one. This was alarmingly close, but a major-
ity of one, when had and counted, is a terrible big one.

CLERKS OF THE COURTS

Were elected as follows: P. G. Cooper elected in April, 1853;
Wm. M. Hill in April, 1854, August, 1856, October, 1858, and
October, 1860. In 1861, owing to certain complications regard-
ing the governmental difficulties, Capt. Hill resigned and A. G.
Hard was appointed in his stead. B. Price elected in October,
1862 and A. G. Hard 1864; J. W. Stocker in October, 1866 and

*'W. J. Boner died at St. Jo., Mo., in the spring of 1860, and A. L. Harvey was appointed
to the vacancy until the next general election.
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1868; Henry Gleason in October, 1870, 1872 and 1874; C. L.
Hyde in October, 1876, 1878, 1880, 1882 and 1884 ; Thomas Arthur
in November, 1886.

In the matter of the resignation of Captain William M. Hill,
as above referred to, if the reader will pardon me I will make
such explanation as will in a great measure give reason for an
excuse, rather than condemnatory of him.

In the early spring of 1861, Mrs. Hill and the children had
gone on a visit to the old home in Virginia, and between the
date of her landing in the Old Dominion, and time set by her for
her return, the war broke out, and under the existing circum-
stances she was unable to pass through the Confederate or Union
lines. Here, then, was a condition by which a father was sep-
arated from his wife and children, and by reason of the compli-
cations, it became necessary for Captain Hill to make a trip to old
Virginia in order to procure the return of his wife and children.

M. Hill, knowing the temper of the Virginia people, and in
good faith supposing that a letter to some of his old friends
in that place would, in some measure, show that he was
slightly favorable to the southern cause, and pave the way for
the obtainment of his wife and family, was foolish enough to
write such a letter; but the letter, instead of being sent through
the Federal lines, was apprehended and sent to Washington and
by the postal department at the place returned to the writer at
Magnolia, who, at this time was on his way to Virginia, making
the best terms he could in order to procure a permit for the
return to Iowa of his wife, self and children. One Joe L. De
Forest, whom Hill had taken out of the gutter and had placed in
the Clerk’s office during this time as his deputy, receiving the
mails for his principal, took out of the postoffice at Magnolia this
letter which had been returned to Hill, and which had not been
considered by the department of sufficient importance to hold,
and as soon as perused by him, was carried to and rehearsed in
the ears of some of the leaders of the Republican party, which
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brought about a great hurrah, and culminated in this same
letter being carried to Des Moines and there placed before the
U. S. Grand Jury, and this jury, in term found a bill of indict-
ment against Hill for treason.

On the first Monday in January of 1862 he was arrested by
“ Hub ” Hoxie, then U. S. Marshal for this district, and carried
to Des Moines for trial at the January term of the U. S. Circuit
Court, he (Hill) taking with him a score or more of witnesses
from his home at and around Magnolia. On arriving at the
place aforesaid he demanded trial but the U. S. District Attorney,
instead of trying the case, entered a nolle prosequi, and Hill was
set at Jiberty. This oceurred during the afternoon session of
the court and the day being so far advanced, the different per-
sons from this county, who were in attendance as witnesses,
could not then start for their homes. Earlyin the afternoon an
invitation was given by one Charles Van, who had been for some
time previously in and about Calhoun, and who at that time
lived in West Des Moines, to all of the Harrison county men
(except W. T. Raymond and Mr. Hill), to take supper with him
that evening at nine o’clock.

Scarcely had the friends of Hill left the hotel until “Hub”
Hoxie, without warrant or authority, took Hill from his bed and
kidnaped him, carrying him by bypaths, from pillar to post, avoid-
ing all county seats or places where Hill could procure legal
counsel and be released on habeas corpus, and when arriving at
the Mississippi river, put him on board of the cars and rushed
him through to Fort Lafayette, where he was held as a prisoner
for six or more months, until he would sign a contract by which
he released all claims against the government or Hoxie for
damages for false imprisonment. Never during the history of
the Republican party was such an egregious outrage committed
on the rights of any citizen of the State of lowa. The Govern-
ment was at that time sending regiment after regiment into the
field for the express and avowed purpose of placing the country
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in a condition by which the civil law could be enforced; but
here in Jowa at this time when the courts were not menaced,
where there had been an indictment, and the supposed criminal
had been brought before the bar for trial, and he had taken up
the glove and was willing to try the wager of legal battle and
the same had been refused by the courts, then to surreptitiously
kidnap the man, was such a shame and disgrace to the party in
power, as did in public or secret bring the blush on the cheek
of every honest minded citizen in the State.

After the incarceration of the old Captain, and on his return
to his own state and family, this disgrace so wrought up his
mind that shortly thereafter, there were indications of mental
unsoundness, and as a sequence to the story which has been told,
Hill in 1879 tried to suicide and soon thereafter was taken to the
hospital for the insane at Mt. Pleasant; was discharged from
this as an “incurable,” and finally died at Mercy Hospital at Dav-
enport, Towa, in 1881, being so imbecile as to forget wife, chil-
dren and all family ties. Yet they who were the authors of this
misfortune stalk abroad, in this county at this writing, nat
seeming to think that they were the authors of so great a mis-
fortune, outrage and wrong. This is the saddest incident in
all the history of the county.

COUNTY RECORDER

Was an office which was carried along with the office of
County Treasurer from the organization of the State up to the
spring of 1864, at which time the Legislature of the State, by
act of the Tenth General Assembly, severed the offices, and as
a result of such legislative action, the different counties in the
State, at the general election of 1864, elected a County Recorder.
The first Recorder elected in this county was Joe. H. Smith, who
was elected in 1864; H. C. Harshbarger, in 1866; J. C. Milliman,
in 1868, 1870, 1872 and 1874; A. K. Grow, in 1876, 1878 and
1880; D. M. Hardy in 1882 and 1884; Col. French, in 1886.
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SCHOOL FUND COMMISSIONER

Was an office in being at the organization of the county, at
which time an election was had, viz.: John Thompson was
elected in April, 1853 and 1855; Dr. John H. Rice in August,
1837, which office was legislated out of existence in 1858, and
became in a condition of inocuous desuetude after the 1st of
Janunary, 1859,

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS

Was an office created by act of the Legislature of March 12,
1858, and provided that on the first Monday of the April fol-
lowing, there should be elected in every organized county, a
County Superintendent of Common Schools, who should hold his
office for two years or until his suceessor was eleeted and quali-
fied; this was changed by the next session of the Legislature,
by which the person elected on the first Monday of April, 1858,
should only hold the office until the election and qualification
of his successor, which successor shounld be elected on the second
Tuesday of October, 1859. The first person elected to this office
was Joe. H. Smith, in April, 1858; H. D. King, in October, 1859.
Mr. King resigned June 1st, 1861, and George S. Bacon was
appointed June 5th, 1861; George S. Bacon elected October,
1861; Stephen King, in 1863; R. N. Day, in 1865; C. H. Holmes,
in 1867; Horace McKenney, in 1869; Lemuel Gale, in 1871; G.
H. Demon, in 1873; S. G. Rogers, in 1875; J. D. Hornby, in
1877 and 1879; A. J. Miller, in 1881 and 1883; H. A. Kinney,
in 1885 and 1887.

COUNTY AUDITOR

Was an office created by Chapter 160 of the acts of the Twelfth
General Assembly, having in view the disposing of the County
Judge system as well as giving furlough to the old County
Supervisor system, and providing that all County Judges then in
office should be County Auditors, ex officio, for the term of two
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years following the first Monday of January after their election.
This act taking effect on the 4th of July, 1868, Mr. H. C. Harsh-
barger, then wearing the ermine, the insignia of this office, was,
by virtue of this act, the first County Auditor:

H. C. Harshbarger, by virtue of being County Judge, 1869;
William H. Eaton was elected in 1869, 1871, 1873, 1875, 1877,
and dying on May 5, 1878, the place was filled by the appoint-
ment of L. K. Massie, who was appointed in June, 1878, to fill
the vacancy. Almor Stern was elected in 1878, 1879 and 1881;
James H. McGavren was elected in 1883 and 1885; Frank Croes-
dale was elected in 1887 for 1888 and 1889.

SHERIFFS.

The first Sheriff elected was Captain Chester M. Hamilton, at
the August election in 1853, who resigned on the 1st of Jan-
uary, 1854; John M. Rogers was appointed February 25, 1854;
John M. Rogers was elected at the August election, in 1854, to
fill vacancy; James Hutchinson was elected for the years of
1856 and 1857; Clayton Webb, for the following term, but
resigned October 19, 1857, and W. A. Ellis was appointed to fill
the vacancy. W. A. Ellis was elected in October, 1858, for the
unexpired term of Webb; W. A. Ellis was elected in October,
for 1859, 1860, and 1861; Samuel Moore was elected for 1862
and 1863; H. G. Vincent was elected for term of 1864 and 1865,
but resigned March 27, 1865; George Musgrave was appointed
April 4, 1865; John G. Downs was elected for the term of 1866
and 1867; A. I. Cutler was elected for 1868 and 1869; J. J. Peck
was elected in 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874 and 1875; J. B. Me-
Arthur was elected for 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879; Wiley Mid-
dleton was elected for 1880, 1881, 1882 and 1883; John D. (ar-
rison was elected for 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888 and 1889.
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SURVEYORS.

George H. White was elected in August, 1853, for 1853 and
1854—1854 and 1855; George H. White was elected in August,
1855, for 1855 and 1856—1856 and 1857; N. M. McKimmey was
elected in August, 1857, and held office by election until 1864,
and resigned. J. Z. Hunt was appointed to fill the vacancy.
John A. Parkin was elected for the years of 1866 and 1867; J.
7. Hunt was elected for the years of 1868 and 1869; George
Madison was elected for the years of 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873,
1874, 1875 and 1876. Mr. Madison died in 1876, and Logan
Crawford was appointed to fill the vacancy. W. M. Magden
was elected for the years of 1877, 1878 and 1879; Logan Craw-
ford was elected for the years of 1880, 1881, 1882 and 1883;
Reuben Ballard was elected for the years of 1884 and 1885, but
resigned in 1885, and A. ¢ Snyder was appointed to fill the
vacancy, and was elected for the years of 1886 and 1887; John
McCabe was elected for the years of 1888 and 1889.

REPRESENTATIVES.

T. Butler Neely, elected in 1854, residence, Little Sioux.

N. G. Wyatt, elected in 1856, residence, Magnolia.

Samuel H. Cassady, elected in 1858, residence, Sioux City.

D. M. Harris, elected in 1859, residence, Audubon county.
William W, Fuller, elected in 1861, residence, Magnolia.
Stephen King, elected in 1863, residence, Whitesbhoro.

L. R. Bolter, elected in 1863, residence, Jeddo City.

J. H. Smith, elected in 1867, residence, Magnolia.

Geo. H. McGavren, elected in 1869, residence, Missouri Valley.
P. Cadwell, elected in 1871, residence, Magnolia.

L. R. Bolter, elected in 1873 and 1875, residence, Jeddo City.
H. B. Lyman, elected in 1877, residence, Dunlap.

(eorge Richardson, elected in 1879, residence, Modale.

L. R. Bolter, elected in 1881 and 1883, residence, Logan.

D. M. Harris, elected in 1885, residence, Missouri Valley.

B. F. Roberts, elected in 1887, residence, Dunlap.
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From the time of the real drawing of party lines in the county
in 1860 up to the present, the length of time and number of
sessions of the Legislature in which this county has been repre-
sented, the Republican party has taken the lead, in this: that
eight sessions have been represented by Republicans and six by
the Democrats, viz: Fuller, King, Smith, McGavren, Cadwell,
Lyman, Richardson and Robherts—Republicans.

Bolter in 1865, 1873, 1875, 1881 and 1883; Harris in 1885;
these, Democrats.

Mr. Bolter has served longer in the popular branch of the
*law manufacturing” establishment of the State than any other
man in the county, and in addition thereto, I may truthfully
add, has ever been a good legislator, but at times has been hedged
about by some of those questions which bother men so after
election, viz.: the redemption of pledges made before the cast
and count of the vote.

*William W. Fuller, in 1862, resigned his place in the Legisla-
ture and accepted a Captaincy in the volunteer service and
entered the army August 16th, 1862, and died at Greenwood,
Mississippi on the 14th of March, 1863.

Legendary, ’tis said, that the Hon. T. Butler Neely was a man
equal to every occasion, while at Iowa City, for representing a
district, where the constituency did not wear the finest robes
and sail in carriages, he, like the people of his district, wore the
garb of the honest yeomanry of the western slope, and while
there some coxcomb, thinking to make some sport, in company,
asked Mr. Neely what county he resided in and what counties he
represented; this being answered by Mr. Neely, this same fellow
wanted to know of Neely what the population of Harrison
county was? To which Neely replied: *Sir: there isa con-
siderable quantity of Acer Dasycarpum, Acer saccharinum, carya
amara, juglans nigra, negundo acerides, quercus tinctoria, tilai
americana, wlmus americana and ulmus fulvia: but the prineci-
pal part is cottonwood and water elm.”
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This answer being promptly reported to the Speaker, Mr.
Neely was at once recognized as the Cincinatus of the House,
and his views consulted on all great occasions during that and
the extra session which convened July 22, 1856. Some, at this
date, pretend to say that Neely started for Iowa City, prior to
the convening of the Legislature, on foot and barefooted, having
his shoes tied to a walking cane and this cast over his shoulder,
and without socks. This Mr. Neely denies and says that the
story is an indulgence of fancy at the expense of fact, for hav-
ing a pair of socks in his pocket he did not wish to trammel
himself by these until he arrived at his place of destination.

Mr. Neely was a good representative man, settled in the
county in 1850, lived here for nearly the one-third of a century,
married at Little Sioux and at that place reared a large family
and within the past decade removed to Port Susan Bay, Washing-
ton Territory, at which place he now serves as an official under
the Democratic administration, for which during his entire stay
here he had a love bordering on adoration.

Hon. George Richardson, like all good men, has been the vie-
tim of misplaced confidence and the object of slander, for
some who have not the fear of God before their eyes nor respect-
ing the truth, have circulated the report that Mr. Richardson,
at the time he left his home to represent his constituents,
bought his ticket for Washington, D. C., and had his baggage
checked for the same place, supposing that the duties of his office
called him thither, but inquiry has been made directly of Mr.
Richardson, and he says the same is a vile slander, and false in
fact and particular.

STATE SENATOR.

The first State Senator for this county was James D. Test,
of Council Bluffs, who was elected in 1853; Wm. H. Pusey, of
Council Bluffs, in 1857; John F. Duncombe, of Fort Dodge, in
1859; G. W. Bassett, of Fort Dodge, in 1863; Addison Oliver,
of Onawa, in 1865; Charles Atkins, of Onawa,in 1869; George
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D. Perkins, of Sioux City, in 1873; A. W. Ford, of Logan, in
1877; T. M. C. Logan, of Logan, in 1881; L. R. Bolter, of Logan,
in 1885.

JUDGES OF THE DISTRICT COURT.

The first person to preside as a Judge of the District Court
within the county was Samuel Riddle, of Council Bluffs, who
was elected in 1854; Asahel W. Hubbard, of Sioux City, was
elected in 1858; Isaac Pendleton, of Sioux City, in 1862; Henry
Ford, of Magnolia, in 1866 and 1870; Charles H. Lewis, of
Cherokee, in 1874, 1878 and 1882; Chas. H. Lewis, Geo. W.
Wakefield and Scott McLadd, of Cherokee, in 1886.

Judge Lewis has served more consecutive years on the bench
than any other individual in the State of Towa except the Hon.
George W. Ruddick, of Bremer county, which would indicate
the fitness of the man and the faith which the people have in
his integrity.

CIRCUIT JUDGES,

Upon the passage of the act of the Twelfth General Assembly
of date as hereinbefore designated, whereby the office of Circuit
Judge was provided - for, and this of date of April 3d, 1868, and
taking effect the first Monday of January, 1869, except as to the
election of the judges as provided for by said act.

Hon. Addison Oliver, of Monona county, was elected at the
general election of 1868, and re-elected at the general election of
1872, and resigned in August of 1874.

J. R. Zuver, of Magnolia, Harrison county, was appointed by
the Governor, and at the general election of 1874, was elected to
fill the vacancy or unexpired term of Judge Oliver.

Judge Zuver was re-elected at the general election of 1376,
and again re-elected at the general election of 1880.

By reason of bodily ailments, Judge Zuaver was unable to dis-
charge the duties of the office for the last two years of his last
term, and the result was that this end of the circuit district
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was practically without eircuit court for the vears of 1883 and
1884.

Hon. George W. Wakefield, of Sioux City, was elected at the
general election of 1884, and for the years of 1885 and 1886,
ably discharged the duties of said office, when by act of the
Twenty-first General Assembly, as before stated, was legislated
out of office.

This was the prospective ending of the Circuit Judge system,
inaugurated in 1869, and abolished or ending with the year of
1886, lasting seventeen years.

RAILROADS,

At the time when settlement was first had in the county, and I
might say up to and until after the organization thereof, were
not taken into consideration, in the selections of homes or the
location of great cities. '

Henry Reel, one of the oldest men in the county, ran away
from the State of Indiana, in order to rid himself of the pres-
ence of railroads; but scarcely had he quieted down in his new
home on the banks of the Boyer, until the advance agents of
the N. W. Railroad were knocking at his door demanding the
price of right of away, and offering the privileges of station and
town site.

Mr. Reel was like the individual who had formed a great
aversion to the Methodists, and determined that he would leave
their presence and locate in a place where these shouting, pray-
ing excitable fanatics did not exist; so putting family and traps
into the “ship of the desert™ started toward the setting of the
sun. A few were found in Illinois; they were quite numerous
in Towa, but in Nebraska they were very scarce, but wishing to
live in a place wholly free from these, he passed on and on until
the shores of the Pacific were reached, and not having seen any
human being for three or four months, supposed that he had at
last come to that place he long had sought, and mourned because
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he had found it not, until the present; when in the evening hour he
and family heard the echoing of a sweet, full voice far down the
canyon; jumping to his feet he exclaims: ** What's that, what's
that? Listen!” when up through the valley is heard the voice
of a woman singing,

‘* Jesus, lover of my soul.”

* Well,” says he to his wife, * there’s no use trying to get away
from these noisy Methodists, and I'm goin’ to jine the church
to-morrer.” So, with Mr. Reel; he then thought that there was
no use in trying to get away from the railroads, and made the
best terms he could with them, and as a result, they located a
station on his land, which to-day is the county seat of the county
about which I'm trying to tell.

At the time of the first settlement of this county, there was
not a railroad within a thousand miles of this place, and it was
more than three years after the organization of the county before
there was a tie or rail laid in the State.

The first railroad to reach the Mississippi, pointing toward the
mighty west, was that of the Chicago & Rock Island, which
first touched the banks of the Father of Waters in 1854, and
in the same vear the corner stone for the bridge across that
stream was laid. How many of my readers remember with
what energy, vim and persistency the people of St. Louis fought
this enterprise, and how many now know that in less than
twenty years thereafter this same people atoned for their folly
by building a bridge of their own across the same river at and
opposite their own city.

The first railroad built in this State was done in 1836, when
the Chicago & Rock Island was completed to Towa City, and at
that time there were three other lines looking towards the Mis-
souri river. The first road to deliver and receive freight and
passengers at the banks of the ** Big Muddy,” was the Chicago
& Northwestern, and this was in December of 1866.
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The building of the C. & N. W. R. R. from Cedar Rapids to
the Missouri river at Council Bluffs, was as follows:

From Cedar Rapids to Chelsea, 40 miles, completed Decem-
ber 1, 1861.

From Chelsea to Marshalltown, 70 miles, completed December
12, 1862.

To State Centre, 85 miles, completed December 12, 1863,

To Nevada, 100 miles west of Cedar Rapids, July 4, 1864.

To Boone, March 1, 1865; and to Council Bluffs, a distance of
271 miles in December, 1866.

The Sioux City & Pacific road was built and the cars run-
ning in the month of December, 1867.

The Milwaukee & Chicago road caught off a corner of the
county at the southeast in 1881.

These three roads at the present give to the people of the
county reasonable facilities for passengers and freight, being
located as follows: The Northwestern entering the county at
or about four miles from the northeast corner and running
thence in a direction west of south until the town of Missouri
Valley is reached, then directly south until the county line is
reached, being a distance of 30 and 33-100 miles, assessed at
$10,300 per mile.

The Sioux City & Pacific leaves Missouri Valley and runs
directly west for six miles and then turns an elbow and runs in
a pearly direct line north until the north line of the county is
passed, being a distance of from one to six miles of the Mis-
sourl river on the entire west side of the county, and reports as
the number of miles in the county, 31 and 81-100, and reported
at the value of $3,500 per mile.

The Milwaukee nearly cuts the center of Washington town-
ship north and south and furnishes this part of the county with
outlet and inlet by which the settlement of this part of the
county has been more rapid and marked than any other part of
the entire county. For some reason, not known to the writer,
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this road gives better terms on freight than the other road, and
as a consequence, produce brings a higher price than along the
line of the Northwestern. This road reports the number of
miles of road-bed in this county at nearly seven.

Many of our people to-day have much to say in the way of
“cussing” the railroads and the railroad corporations, but of
these crazy few, scarcely one of them lived in the county prior
to the time railroads first sent their engines screaching down the
Boyer valley or up the Missouri bottoms; for preceding the
time of the breaking out of the Rebellion, at a time when there
was no means of transportation, except that upon which so
many have harped in order to get into office, viz.: the Mis-
souri river transportation, and as a sequence, no market, save
local demand, the corn which during this year is bringing 40 cents
per bushel and *the hog with the wool thereon,” brings five
cents, then did not command any price; a bushel of corn in 1860
would scarcely purchase a pound of nails, and the hog dressed
and ready for the eater went begging on the streets of old Mag-
nolia, then the emporium of Harrison county markets, at one
cent per pound.

In the winter of 1860 I purchased of Mr. William Morrow,
of the Soldier river, two dressed hogs (which I really did not
need) for four dollars and fifty cents, they weighing 450 pounds.

Reuben Gurley, who in 1857-58-59-60, resided near the pres-
ent site of Modale, made his fences by witheing and pinning
the fence rails to the posts. A grain sack, by a very little tailor
work, was transformed into a pair of pants; corn would not pur-
chase boots unless taken to L. S. Snyder’s store at Magnolia,
beeause this man would “swap” goods for anything that was
brought him, from a load of sand up to cottonwood lumber or
a consignment of plug hats. This country was all along blessed
with a great abundance to eat, but the wearing part, or the ward-
robe, often indicated the conditions of domestic manufacture.

Peter Brady, at and about the last of the '50s or in 1860,
14
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carted a load of No. 1 wheat to Council Bluffs, and they did not
offer him as much for the same as his expenses were in transporta-
tion by horse enginery, and old Uncle Pete became so indignant
that he emptied the entire load out in the street, for which
obstruction to travel he came near being arrested, and had it
not been for his good standing in society and a knowledge that
he was at the time of the commission of the act so *“infernal”
mad, they would have put him in the cooler.

In 1858 one Isaac Parrish came to this country and settled
in the neighorhood of California Junction, and had been a Rep-
resentative from some of the Ohio Districts in the Twenty-sixth
Congress.

One evening at the old “ Bates Castle,” in Magnolia, Parrish,
in speaking of the future of this county, said: * It will not be
ten years until there will be railroad cars running up and down
the Boyer Valley, and when they do come they will strike Me-
Intosh’s Point (the place where Missouri Valley is now located),
and will run directly west, cross the Missouri river at Cincinnati
and then on and on to San Francisco, and people will be riding
across the continent from New York City to 'Frisco in less than
twenty years in railroad cars.”

I, among the rest of his auditors, thought the old gentleman
was a little “loony,” and that such a thing taking place in so
short a period was an utter impossibility; others thought that
such a condition would never come to pass by reason of what
they termed a *fact”—that this country was only fit for the
Injuan and buffalo; that there was too much land and not enough
people, and the country between this and the Mississippi would
never be settled. Notwithstanding the want of faith of all the
persons present, the iron horse was snorting up and down the
Boyer within eight years, and the connection made by rail from
San Francisco to New York City in eleven years from that date.

Some persons have sald to me, “ Good prices were here before
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the railroads,” which I admit, because a temporary condition
existed then which the railroads have made permanent.

The outbreak of the Indians on the frontier had caused the
Government to station at Sioux City three or more regiments of
cavalry in 1862, and this brought about a direct demand for
corn and other edibles at this place, during all the time the
troops were kept there. Corn in two weeks jumped from 10
cents per bushel to 81 per bushel, and this, and the demand at
and toward the west, kept the prices at reasonable rates, but when
Nebraska began raising her own crops, and the soldiers were dis-
banded at Sioux City, had it not been for the railroads affording
transportation, the prices would not have been any better than
in 1859 and 1860.

Before dismissing the subject of railroads, I must tell a cir-
cumstance which took place at the incoming of the C. & N. W.
R. R., the subject of the sketch being a personage known by all
the old settlers, viz.: Mr. Cornelins Dunham, who located in
the northeast part of the county in 1851, and who was the most
extensive cattle raiser in all the West.

This man, watching the approach of the railroads, thought
that when the same had struck Harrison county he would have
some cattle so fat that he would ship them to Chicago and
astonish the cattle buyers of that place by reason of their superi-
ority in size and quantum of fat. To this end, in the spring of
1864, he selected the choice of his herds, some fifty, kept them
on tender grass during the summer—this fresh or tender grass
being produced by successive burns of the prairie—and when
the winter arrived put them on full feed of cornin theear. This
was repeated during all of the summer of 1865, as well as the
corning process of the previous winter, and by the fall of 1866
his stock were so fleshy that they could scarcely waddle.

These were put on board of cars and they and Dunham started
for Chicago, which mode of changing localities was as new to
Dunbam as to the stock in the cars in front, and scarcely had
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the train gotten under full headway, when Dunham eried out
at the top of his voice, having his eyes directed heavenward:
“Ifarewell vain world, I'm going home.” He made the stock
yards of Chicago, notwithstanding his first fright, and when
once there, his cattle were the wonder of the vicinity. Never
had such cattle been seen in the Chicago market, and scarcely
ever a man so eccentric as the owner. All persons were admir-
ing the cattle and asking questions, *“ Who raised this stock?”
* Where did this stock come from?” *“Is the owner of the
cattle here?”” When Dunham, stepping up, said, ** Gentlemen,
I raised these in western lowa, and they belong to me.” Again
he is asked, * How do you manage to put such quantities of fat
on your cattle?” Says Dunham, “ Why, I, at the fall of the
year, have a man at my cabin whose whole business is to make
green spectacles, and on each of my steers I put a pair of these,
and you should see how these 'tarnal steers eat up all the old
dry grass in the neighborhood thinking it to be fresh grass just
shooting from the ground, and there you have the result.”
Dunham’s cattle brought far beyond the top of the market, and
he was, by the cattle dealers, taken to the finest hotel in the city,
being the admired of all admirers. The Sherman Hotel was, at that
date, the great hotel, and Danham bheing desirous of seeing what
the ladies’ parlor looked like, made his way into the same, when,
being apprehended by the clerk, who wanted to know what
Dunhawn was wanting there, Dunham replied, “ Sir, I want a
fine tooth comb, and I thought if you had one in the house I
could find it here; the fact is, I have been in Chicago four days,
stopping at your hotel, and have become lousy.” Dunham was
a man of fine intellect, well posted on all the issues of the day,
and while at his home as generous as eccentric.

THE HARRISON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

Was first organized in 1858, and was composed of the following
members, viz.: Henry Olmstead, President; John G. Downs,
Secretary, and Directors as follows: Dr. J. 8. Cole, J. H. Farns-
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worth, William Dakan, Henry Reel, Dr. Robert McGavren,
Stephen Mahony, Lucius Merchant, William T. Raymond, John
M. Raymond, Patrick Morrow, John Noyes, Jacob S. Fountain,
Daniel Drown, W. S. Meech, et al.

The fairs were held at and around the old court house, the
latter being used as a hall for the fine arts, and place for exhi-
bition of the cereals and vegetables. Fenced lots in the near
proximity for places of exhibition of stock brought for display,
and on the streets trotting and running of horses took
place. Here these annual exhibitions took place for the
period of eight years, at the ripening and ingathering of
fruit, vegetable and cereal. Some of those who are young in
years, now express themselves that it was a very short and
unpropitious exhibition that such early days would bring forth,
but such miscalculate the then condition of this most produc-
tive country, because it must be understood that the soil of Har-
rison county then produced more wonderfully than now,
and that, at some of these old fashioned fairs, in Magnolia,
there was a better display of vegetables and cereals than are upon
the shelves at later fairs at Missouri Valley. True, at these
convenings of the county farmers, the cane rack, wheel of for-
tune, chuckaluck boards, ball and barrel hole, soap-man, pack-
age swindle, running and trotting steals, were not yet invented
and practiced in the west. These are useless, dangerous and
stealing embellishments to a county fair, and are only permitted
because of the money they bring into the society in the way of
permits. Man is a strange being, for those who in public and
private utterly discountenance saloons and saloon influence,
curse high license with select words from the bitterest Fnglish,
here for a three days’ grace, silently lend their influence to the
commission of crime by giving the same place, and are partici-
pators in the commission of the offense. Consistency is a jewel,
and they who could arrest the commission of crime, and will
not, but take the blood of the boys of the county as a fee for
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shutting their eyes for a few moments, compel the belief that
their morality in this respect is near the surface. In 1866, a
proposition was made to the Society, that the place of holding
the fair be determined by the liberality of such location as
would put up the best buildings and fence, and prepare the
best grounds, in which contest the people of Little Sioux far
outrivaled all els¢ and the place of holding the exhibition was
changed from Magnolia to the latter place in 1867. The friends
of Little Sioux had not only built a good substantial Floral
hall, but in addition thereto, fenced a twenty acre track, and
had the same in reasonable condition for speeding the goers.
For one or more years there was an attempt to unite this county
and Monona, making a common purse of the $400, State money,
and that with the gate receipts, sufficient would be realized to
justify reasonable premiums. This for some cause was a fail-
ure, prominent among which were these, that the exhibition was
50 situate, in one corner of the county, that the principal farm-
ing portion was not in reaching distance and the Monona peo-
ple were cautious and fearful that they would not carry home
all the prizes, and failed to participate; hence a call for a new
location, in which Missouri Valley was promptly at the front,
gave good fenced grounds, an excellent location, erected spa-
cious Fine Art halls, and put the trotting track in very superior
order.

In 1872 the exhibition was held at Missouri Valley, and year
by year since, except one, in which the elements so conspired by
a constant and continued rain for the entire period which Jonah
was kept prisoner beneath the waves, in the bowels of the great
fish.

During the summer of 1887 there was an excellent Floral hall
erected, being 100330 feet, and so constructed as to light and
ventilation that they who had met at the old hall for the past
decade could scarcely select enough endearing words to express
their gratitude for this act. Nor was this needed improvement
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furnished any too soon, from the fact that the old building had
become so rickety that it was called the agricultural deadfall,
and they who visited the fair were compelled to purchase acci-
dent tickets in order to be ready for the emergency.

The new building cost $1,200, and will meet the demands of
the fair going people for a half score of years.

This Society has been very ably managed financially, from the
fact that, notwithstanding a new hall has been recently added and
all stalls and the track put in good order, the Society, after
promptly paying rather more than ordinary premiums, is
wholly out of debt, and has a bank account of $76.88.

The gate money for the past year exceeded $1,700, to which,
adding the rentals for booths, ampitheater, use of grounds, stalls,
State money, $200, and cash from all sources, equals the sum of
$2,700, from which subtracting the expenses, the remainder is
judiciously distributed as premiums for prizes awarded for goods,
etc., on exhibition.

The fine arts were overburdened by the display at the last
exhibition, while the stock yards and pig-pens were quite empty.
The horses and horned cattle made a good showing, while the
fruit, vegetables and such like productions, were simply immense.

The fruit stands and fruit exhibition, though only lacking in
quantity, equalled, if not surpassed, in quality, that at the State
Fair at Des Moines of the same year. The greatest difficulty
experienced is, that producers do not take the trouble of exhib-
iting the production of farm, garden, orchard and pasture fields.
The younger portion of humanity take this as a holiday, by which
to wear off the limbs of their lady-loves, pulverize candy, * bal-
ance four and all hands 'round.”

Mr. Henry Olmstead acted as President of this Society for
two years, at which time Hon. P. Cadwell was elected continu-
ously to the same position for twenty years, except the year of
1879, at which time Mr. G. D. Willson relieved Mr. Cadwell for
this one year.
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In 1883 Mr. H. B. Cox was elected President and has been
reelected to that position year by year up to the present time.

The first Secretary was John G. Downs, who in 1862 resigned
by entering the army; and who performed the labors of the
Society in this respect from that to 1872, deponent saith not, at
which year last named Mr. C. W. Oden took charge of the work
by being elected thereto, and ably performed this task until
1878, at which time Mr. James K. McGavren was drafted into
the service and remained the secretary thereof until the election
of 1883, when Mr. A. B. Hosbrook took charge of the labors
and records, and has ably performed the arduous duties since
then until the present.

Mzr. Hosbrook has given universal satisfaction in the discharge
of the duties of this office, but the four-fifths of the fair-going
people of the county returned a verdict that the greater portion
of the work and management of the office is planned and exe-
cuted by his amiable, efficient and accomplished wife.

In 1872 the Society was reorganized by the following named
persons: Phineas Cadwell, Joe H. Smith, C. W. Oden, Wm. H.
Eaton, J. A. Brainard, J. S. Cole, Elijah Cobb, Patrick Morrow.
Job Ross, W. S. Meech, O. J. Goodenough, Jacob T. Stern, Geo.
Richardson, Colonel H. Wheeler, A. L. Harvey, R. B. Terry,
Stephen King, H. B. Cox, David Gamett, Samuel DeCou, Wm.,
Chambers and Henry Garner.

The Directors at present are as follows: C. Willey, John
Robinson, John T. Coffman, Wm. Kennedy, J. S. Vanderhoof,
John Bolch, M. Murray, David Williams, J. Seddon, J. W.
Stocker, F. W. Meyers, James Coulthard, Samuel Probasco, A.
M. Silsbe, Henry Kirk, Wm. Cutler, E. F. James, James H.
Farnsworth and J. C. McCabe.

The other officers are as follows: President, H. B, Cox; Vice
President, B. J. Moore; Secretary, A. B. Hoshrook; Treasurer,
G. W. McGavren.
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THE COUNTY BUILDINGS,

Regardless of what may be said by persons interested in other
locations and who are desirous of changing the present location
of the county seat, are wholly sufficient for the present wants of
the public; in fact are superior to a majority of the public build-
ings in counties in this State having nearly the same population
and like property valuation.

The court house, located in the center of the town of Logan,
was built during the Centennial year, and hence has only been in
use for the past eleven years, and is a good brick structure two
stories, 70 feet by 55 feet, the first or ground floor being cut up
and finished into six offices for the following county officials,
viz.: Auditor, Treasurer, Clerk, Recorder, Sheriff and County
Superintendent. In each of these, except the Superintendent’s,
a first-class fire proof safe is furnished, and in those of the Audi-
tor, Treasurer, Recorder and Clerk there are fire proof vaults of
the latest improved character, built by Mr. John Hammer, of
Council Bluffs, which will preserve the county records, though
the entire building was to be consumed by fire. The second
floor is finished off for court and grand and petit jury rooms,
thereby affording excellent accommodations for the public for the
purposes intended. The court or auditorium room is perhaps
the poorest room for public speaking of any in the State, from
the fact that the acoustic arrangement has surprised both the
contractors and the public. The room is 48 by 48 and 20 feet in
heighth, with no effort to wire the same in ovder to stop the
vibrations, and as a result the sound of the voice is echoed in
such a manner as to make the same a confused conglomeration
of sound not susceptible of being understood at any part of the
room. This building was built by Yeisley & Stowell during the
Centennial year and as above stated, is equal if not in advance of
the county, and will supply the needs of the county for the pur-
poses intended for the next ten or fifteen years. The cost of
this building to the tax-payers of the county, outside of the
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town of Logan, was only $5,000, which amount was expended
by the Board of Supervisors under the law, the citizens of Logan
furnishing the remainder, as well as the entire block upon which
the same is located. The building cost $14,000, and the block
on which the same is located was reasonably worth, at the time
the same was donated to the county, $2,000.

The county jail cost about $7,000, and may be considered
quite as safe as any of the jails in the interior counties in the
State. This building is a two story brick, substantially con-
structed, the second story of which is used for the residence of the
jailor; and the first floor is occupied or contains the cells or iron
cages for criminals, having a capacity for comfortably keeping
eight or ten persons; more than this would crowd the unlucky
or misguided ones.

In 1854 the county commenced constructing a court houseat
Magnolia, from funds derived from the sale of town lots, and
this, though at one time deemed a reasonably fair building, soon
yielded to the ravages of time and was considered by the Board
of Supervisors in 1873 as uunfit for the safety of the county
records, when they let a contract for the building of a new office
building, the same being completed in 1873, and from that time
up to the removal of the county seat to Logan, in 1875, was
used as offices for the different officials in the county.

This building cost $5,000, and when no longer used for the
purposes for which it was built, was sold by the Board of Super-
visors to certain persons representing the M. E. Church at Mag-
nolia, and by this denomination has been used as a church build-
ing from that date to the present.

The county jail, of which a description was above given, may
be considered as safe as any in the interior of the State, and if,
perchance, the same is not up to the standard of those in the
larger cities, the fault is with the Board of Supervisors, for in
this matter they have had the entire control.

As to restraining criminals, this structure has been as efficient
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as those of any other place, and has only failed to meet the de-
mands of justice when those who were experienced in cracking
“cribs” were placed therein. Safe blowers and such class of
criminals soon discover the weak points in such iron structuress
and in a very short time, when opportunity is had, saw or drill
an orifice sufficiently large through which to escape.

The first jail delivery in Logan, after the completion of the
present ‘ cage,” was while J. B. MecArthur was Sheriff, and dur-
ing his last year in office, in 1883, at which time two men
escaped by cutting a square hole in the box which covered the
handle by which the cell doors were fastened and unfastened,
and no sooner had this been accomplished, than one of the pris-
oners became suddenly very sick and had the officer run for a
doctor,and upon the return of the jailor and the man of pill fame,
the cage in the jail was as empty of prisoners as the prisoners
were short of honesty.

The next escapade was under the administration of J. D. Gar-
rison 1n 1885, at which time there were some half dozen of des-
perate characters lodged in the cells, who, in order to make an
escape, either were furnished from the outside, or having on
their persons, at the time of incarceration, drills, by the use of
these so completely perforated the floor of the cells, that all that
part within the circle of their drilling process lifted out and
they were about to escape, when a new arrival was placed in
their company, in the person of Matlock, the bigamist, who,
being a man of larger size than any who had labored so faith-
fully for liberty, this last prisoner threatened to alarm the jailor
unless they would measure him and so enlarge the undertaking
as to permit his escape, which threat brought the artists to time,
and, as a result, the day of liberation was postponed for nearly
two weeks, at which time the work of drilling was completed,
and early one morning the entire squad of seven was missing,
having escaped by drilling through the floor of the cells and
wooden floor of the building, then entering the sewer and fol-
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lowing that until outside of the building, and came up at a con-
venient place unmolested.

Within a few months after this event, and while the Sheriff
(Garrison) was delivering to the officials at Mt. Pleasant some
person of unsound mind, and having left Mr. Ab. Vanderhoof in
charge of the prisoners in the jail, one day just after they had
been served with dinner and while the deputy (Vanderhoof) was
bearing away, or rather intending to bear away the dishes, and just
upon his entering the corridor of the cage, one large muscular
prisoner, having secreted himself behind a few blankets, leaped
upon the deputy, held him fast, took the keys from him,
unlocked the doors, and having liberated the entire posse, they
stretched young Vanderhoof in one of the cells, a la crucifiz, and
having gagged him as well as placing a blanket beneath his feet
to keep him from contracting cold, they then visited the resi-
dence part, in the upper chamber and placed the hired girls in
an adjoining cell to that of Mr. Vanderhoof, when they bade the
frightened girls and unfortunate deputy good day and broke for
timber west of the town.

As part and parcel of this squad, there were two *“safe crack-
ers” whose knowledge of the business entitled them to the posi-
tion of experts, and unquestionably, there was not a jail in the
State which would have held them, provided they were permit-
ted to enter the same with drills and saws, or were furnished the
same by parties from the outside.

At this time of the numerous crackings of the jail, there was
a farce being perpetrated in the way of punishment of one John
Henry, who hailed from Missouri Valley and had been sentenced
to a term in the county jail, but instead of being placed and
kept in the cells as per the direction of the court in the sentence,
this fellow was more of that which went to impress the out-
sider, that he was an honored guest, than a criminal serving
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out a sentence of the court. The officers think the tools for
cracking the cells were furnished by the friends of a certain
Mzr. Johnson then in jail.

At a time while Capt. C. H. Holmes was acting as Sheriff of
the county, as far back as 1868, a horse thief being apprehended
and in the interim between the finding of the indictment and the
term for trial, he was being carried from Magnolia to Boone for
safe keeping until trial, and while on the way from Logan to
Boone, Mr. Prisoner, having cause to visit the closet, and being
permitted to enter the same alone, made his escape through the
window while the train was running at the rate of a mile in three
minutes, so reported by the party, Mr. Holmes, who had him in
custody. This is certain: the prisoner never reached Boone, or at
least he never put in an appearance and demanded trial at Mag-
nolia or at any place in the county since, for the offense then
charged.

Jesse J. Peck, while Sheriff, in returning one Baldwin to Fort
Madison, from which place he had been brought to testify in a
case by which he was criminating others in the county for
crookedness in the matter of horse flesh, permitted this fellow
to take a stroll at Davenport, for while the prisoner was shack-
led, and while standing waiting for a passing freight train to clear
the way, the prisoner jumped under a car in motion and in fact
cleared the same, and made off before the train had passed so
that the Sheriff could make any attempt to capture him.

A little story might be told here, which took place in Mag-
nolia, and transpired while John G. Downs was acting as Sheriff,
in the year 1863, while the C. & N. W. Railroad was being built
down the Boyer, and happened in this way: One afternoon
while court was in session a party of the graders on this road
came over to Magnolia to have a * hoo-doo,” and as at that time
the saloon was not hedged about by the stringency of the present
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law, they became quite patriotic, and one of the party gave
indications o f covetousness, which being carried into effect, he
took, stole and carried away from the store of Rudasill & Wood
a suit of clothes. These being missed by the owners, a warrant
was issued and the wild Irishman arrested and the goods found
on his person, when the case was immediately reported to the
grand jury then in session, who immediately found a hill of
indictment against the thief, and the next day he was put upon
trial.

A young limb of the law was appointed to defend him, and it
was managed that the case should be tried at an evening session;
trial was had, which only occupied a half hour, then followed
the argument and instructions of the court, and the jury retired to
make up their verdict. Intwenty minutes the jury were thump-
ing on the door demanding admission with a verdict, at which
time the eriminal for the first time interrogates his attorney as
to what kind of verdict the jury would bring in; to which the
attorney replied, * guilty, of course;” to which the criminal re-
pled: *Is there no way for me to get off P * Yes,” says the
attorney, “ do as [ tell you, and you can beat the court and jury.”
*“ How?” says the prisoner. ** Well, sir, just as soon as the jury
come into the court room, and just as the last man passes, when
I give you a little push, you pull your hat down over your
eyes, break quietly for the door, and when you get that far run
like a race horse for Nebraska, and don't stop until you put a
aile of Missouri river ice between you and court and Sheriff.”
The Sheriff and his deputies forgot the prisoner in their admira-
tion for a jury who could agree in twenty minutes, and while
they were watching the jury the attorney gave the prisoner the
push, and he leaves the court room unnoticed by any save the
aforesald attorney and Captain Hill, who soon was ordered to
button up his face. The verdict was delivered to the court and
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read, when the court asks: “ Do you wish to poll the jury, Mr.
S.27 *“Yes,sir.” The names of all the jury were called con-
secutively, and each distinctly inquired of: *Is that your ver-
dict?” The answer being in the affirmative—this was to give the
wild Irishman time—when the Court waked the officer from his
reverie, by asking: * Mr. Sheriff, where is the prisoner?” “ Oh,
sir, he was here when the jury was coming in, but I don't
see him now.” “Find bim, or I'll punish you for neglect,”
says the court, very angrily. The temple of justice was searched
from turret to foundation stone, and no Irishman found, and
where had he gone was the inquiry of all except Hill and S.
The ridiculous position of Sheriff and Court soon caused a great
roar of laughter by the bystanders, which angered the Court and
Sheriff, that the court ordered that the house be cleared, which
being done and after searching under seats and in every con-
ceivable place in the building, nothing was found of the vanished
Trishman.

At this time Judge Pendleton of Sioux City was on the bench,
and it is said that which most mortified the court was that he
had spent some time in the way of preparing a curtain lecture
for Mr. Irishman, and when the bird had flown there was no
opportunity for a display of eloquence or discourse on the hein-
ousness of the violation of the eighth precept of the decalogue.

GROWTH OF POPULATION.

This has been as healthy as that of the increase of railroads.
to which the attention has just been called. The first census
reported is that of 1854, which, by the way, is only a matter of
guess work; for the first census taken in this county and reported,
was in the year 1856, at which time we are credited with 1,900 of
a population, and this, by the way, is nine years after the first
settler had located in the county. Fifty voters in 1853; these
multiplied by four, would equal the population at that time, say
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two hundred in all. This unquestionably is.not putting the same
too high, for at that time the entire population could not he ar-
rived at by this measurement, because, if we take the census of
this county for the year 1885, and deduce a conclusion by the
same means, we fall into an error, from the fact that at this date
the voting population is more than one-fourth of the entire
population, as shown by the statistics.

In 1885 there were in this county 20,560, and of these, 5,137
were entitled to vote, and there was at the same time 4,094 sub-
ject to military duty. At the early stage of the settlement, while
there were so many of the population single men, who were
selecting homes for themselves, were the estimate to be three of
a population to one voter, the figures would more nearly state
the true population of the county then. In 1856 the population
was 1,900; in 1859, 3,132; in 1860, 3,621; in 1863, 3,663. This
seeming stand-still in the matter of the population is readily
accounted for; and Harrison county, like many other counties
in this State, stands ready to give good and sufficient reasons for
this stand-still. It will be remembered that from 1861, and
during all the intervening time from that date until November,
1864, Harrison county furnished nearly four hundred volunteers,
and the greater portion of these enlisted prior to the taking of the
census of 1863. The records will show that three hundred and
forty-seven men had enlisted before the 4th of July, 1863, and
of these the greater portion were married men; and no better
comment could be made upon the chastity and fidelity of the
virtuous wives at home, than the record shown in the census
reports of the State, wherein the figures therefor only designate
an increase for the three intervening years of the small sum of
forty-two; this number is more than accounted for by the num-
ber of those who had taken refuge here from the draft from the
eastern part of the State, and from other States. While speak-
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ing of this, I am reminded that quite a goodly number of per-
sons, now residing in this county, came here under assumed
names, names which pronounced in their hearing to-day would
awaken memories not pleasant to contemplate; and though
for the past twenty years they have comported themselves as
good, law-abiding citizens, I will not now harass their feelings
by giving either the true or assumed name of any such.

From 1863 to 1869 the population doubled, at the latter date
being 5,836, and by 1873 had reached 10,348; and by the returns
of 1885 had douhled again, which by the showing of the State
resurns, give the figures of 20,560; and to-day, were the enumer-
ation again taken, the same would show 24,500.

The nativity of the present residents of the county is as varied
as their different shades of countenance and peculiarity of likes
and dislikes. Of this 24,500, only 1,000 were born in Iowa.
Thirty-six of the States and six of the Territories of this Union
are represented, as well as nearly all of the different parts of
Europe.

The following, taken from the census returns, shows the na-
tivity of our population, which I deem it not amiss to vepro-
duce: Ohio, 1,420; New York, 1,i42; Pennsylvania, 858; Wis-
consin, 349; Nebraska, 243; Virginia, 211; Kansas, 113; Illinois,
1,388; Indiana, 1,061; Missouri, 418; Michigan, 268; Vermont,
293; Kentucky, 164; there being a representation from twenty-
three other States, though not any of them reaching the number
of one hundred, and hence not given. They who were born in
the Gulf and the Cotton States, as well as in the far West, have
taken permaneat lodgement here, and seem as happy and con-
tented as they of the manner born.

The foreign“élement have sought and obtained homes in this
far West; the strength thereof is manifest by the following,
viz.: Germany, 498; Canada, 349; Denmark, 133; Scotland, 71;
Bohemia, 21, and Holland, 5. Ireland, 436; England, 343;

Sweden, 84; Norway, 46; Wales, 13, and France, 13. Of these,
15
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the German seems to take the lead, and while the same is so, this
class of settlers in any country soon build up the place and con-
vert the prairies into a very paradise. Being conversant with
all the proceedings of the courts in this county for the past
thirty years, the record of the same fails to show a conviction
of asingle German in all that time. Nothing could he more
recommendatory to any people, than such an unwritten record
as this.

Next in order of numbers are those of the Emerald Isle, who,
immediately upon arrival here, select a good home, and by hon-
esty, industry and frugality soon aequire a competence, and are
at this date well to the front as the richest and most law-abid-
ing citizens of the county. Were I to class England and Canada
together these would lead all others, numerically, from the fact
that they together would distance Germany, the same as 692 is
greater than 498, but this would not be dealing fairly with the
latter.

Then by the census returns of 1885, there is of foreign birth
in this county ten per cent of all the population. This need not
alarm any one as to the result of immigration, from the fact,
that so long as this element, which is denominated * foreign” is
regularly interspersed throughout the land, the second genera-
tion become Americanized by the time they arrive at the voting
age; made so by being in contact with the “ native.” But when
this foreign element becomes clannish and builds up separate set-
tlements of their own, have their own schools and languages
taught, and in every respect are the same as they were in the
foreign, or home land, then, and only then, will there be any
necessity to have fears as to the ultimate result of the coming
generation. They are given the benefits of the free schools of
Towa, and participating in the free thought of Towa people pro-
duces a class of freemen (no matter as to religious thought)
which will always benefit the land of their adoption.

And right here let me drop a thought that may somewhat
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startle the sluggish thinker, and ’tis this: On whom must the
United States depend for her future population?

On the offspring of the native element? No, no.

Let some of the brightest minds of the land take a look at
American society as it is, with its refinements and its curses and
tell me: How many decades from this date will it take for the
old American stock to fade out of existence, at the present rate
of increase?

It is a lamentable fact that the present generation of true
born Americans scarcely reproduce their own. Why is this? I
can only answer, that for * prudential” purposes the olive
branches are *nipped in the bud” and a new order of things is
in the ascendancy. That which was once the glory of woman-
hood and the pride of the father has been sacrificed to the
Moloch of fashion, and childlessness and premature graves are
the substitute for the former. The hope of the nation rests on
the prodaction and Americanization of the foreign element
who settle in our land.

From the date of the completion of the railroads, viz.: the C.
& N. W. R. R., and the Sioux City and Pacific R. R., the settle-
ment and improvement of the county has been rapid and cer-
tain. These have been, in a great measure, from the far Kast.
The waves of emigration are ever rolling westward.

From the fields of Palestine and Asiatic Turkey, where Nin-
eveh, Babylon and Jerusalem once stood in magnificence and
glory, the tide of emigration flowed through Arabiainto Africa,
and through the regions of the present Turkish Empire into
Europe. A nation in the East fails, and a more dazzling one
arises in the West. Persia, once among the proudest nations of
Asia, went down amid war and anarchy, while Greece arose from
the darkened forests of Southern Europe, until the world stood
amazed at its greatness. It, in turn, went down by dissensions
and strife, to give place to its more illustrious successor, Rome.

Greece and Rome! These were the door ways that led from
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the ancient to the modern world. They rose in power and great-
ness until they eclipsed everything the world had ever seen.
The tide of emigration then swept westward over Europe, and the
shores of the Baltic and the Atlantic were reached. The Goths
and the Vandals disappear before the march of civilization to give
place to mighty nations. For a time the broad expanse of the
ocean retards the march of emigration; but intelligence and edu-
cation are coming to the rescue. Columbus dares the wave and
a new world is found. The tide of emigration then sets west-
ward, from the shores of the Atlantic, leveling forests and dis-
persing the hostile savages before its steady march, climbing the
Alleghanies, descending into the lovely valleys of the Ohio, Mis-
sissippi and the Missouri, and rolling on to the very tide of the
Pacific Ocean. This tide has lett its track of glory and great-
ness and will not stop until its hundreds of millions of free men
have attained that position, high on the pinnacle of fame and
greatness, never before reached by any people.

VOTE OF THE COUNTY.

There is no record of the first vote had by the county at the
time of the organization, and anything that may be said in refer-
ence thereto can only be traditional. The first vote which is
now a matter of record was had at the general election of 1854,
at which time there were 171 ballots cast, with this result, viz.:
Democrat, 93; Whig 78.

Year. Repub. Dem.  Greenbk. Prohib. ILab.
1857 e 150 198
1859 v i aa 297 351

1861 eenneeniinnn vuns 406 255

1863. oo 332 319

186D, oo v i e e 357 437

1867 v i 694 603

1869. ..ot e

7

1872, v 1157 736 78

1876. .. Lo 1560 1388 127

1880. .. vo.. 1904 1320 380

1884. ..ottt e 2403 2295
1887 e, 1966 1668 e 17 606

There is a significant fact shown by the reference to the above
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votes, that during all the four years of the rebellion, viz.: from
1861 to 1865, the voting power of the Democratic party was
experiencing a healthy growth, while it took the Republican party
until the year of 1867 to recover from losses, foilowing the vote
of 1861, at which time in 1861 quite fifty of the Republican
voters were then in the volunteer service at the front, and in
1863, 375.

In 1876 the Greenback party in the county had so crystalized
as to warrant the founders thereof to organize a separate party,
and as a consequence cast at the fall election of that year 127
votes, being an increase of forty-nine votes over their reported
strength of 1872.

The meridian of this party’s power was reached at the election
of 1877, being the year D. S. P. Michael stood for Representative
for this district, reference being had to the State Legislature.

At the time of the conventions much uneasiness was felt by
the two old parties, viz.: Republican and Democratic, as to the
output of this vote, and some very straight jacketed Republicans,
at the time of the Greenback county convention, were watching
the way popular feeling was about to turn. At the convention
of the Greenbackers for this year, which was held in the court
house at Logan, the most formidable competitor which Mr.
Michael had was Mr. J. C. Milliman, who came within two votes of
receiving the nomination for Representative, but being defeated
in this Greenback convention, was by the next morning back in
his old Republican stall, taking and dealing out rations after the
old manner, as positive and serene as though there had never
been a Greenback convention or party.

At this election the Democratic party did not put a candidate
in the field, but crystalized on the Greenback candidate; yet,
regardless of this policy of * two pluck one,” Mr. H. B. Lyman
came out of the race with a splendid endorsement and carried
the red ribbon to Des Moines. During this campaign some of
the young Democrats were competing for their political spurs,
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among whom was Mr. Charles Bolter, and be it said to his credit,
that he delivered some very excellent Greenback speeches, and
one other Democrat, named J. C. Naylor, delivered, at many of
the school houses in the county, some passable speeches for
greenbacks, all in the interest of the Greenhack and Democratic
parties.

From this election, as year by year came and went, this party
(Greenback) vacillated from personal independence to the Dem-
ocratic camp, as by the terms of any reasonable cartel, seeming
to direct all the force of the organization toward the column of
the Republican party, intending to pierce their center, capture
the fighting force therein and gobble the camp equipage; each
person holding all he could become possessed of without distri-
bution to his fellows, or pay to his followers.

This party, after having an existence in the county for quite
one decade, in the fall of 1887 died from exhaustion and want
of rations.

The Prohibitionists have on different occasions attempted to
organize a separate and distinct party in the county, but this
force is much more conspicuous at a temperance meeting than
in a political convention, and perhaps acting quite wisely in the
matter, for should this party, last spoken of, be cast on its own
strength, they could not accomplish anything, only a vacillation
from party to party, taking up the propositions of those who
offered the best terms for support, or remain in inocuous desue-
tude.

The question of prohibition 1s in fact not one of party, and
never has been really a pure party measure, except that through
this door an entry might he had to office and power.

The Democrat as a citizen is as truly interested in the sobriety
and good morals of the country as the Republican, and as far as
my observation has reached, is as temperate in his habits.

There are in the county, to-day, very many Democrats who
detest a drunken man as well as hold in holy horror the man who
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vends the intoxicating drinks; beside there a great number of
Republicans who support the measure of temperance because the
same is part and parcel of the nieasures of the party and because
the supremacy of the party must be maintained; vote for the
measure because of the strength it brings the party, and not
because of the moral principles involved.

Illustrative of the fact that prohibition has not been a purely
partisan question, the vote of the county, had on the 27th day
June, 1882, on the amendment to the Constitution incorpor-
ating therein prohibition, is herein copied, so that each person
can form his own conclusions. The vote is given in townships
in order that the good can have credit, leaving each person to
determine for himself which is good.

Amendment

Township. Rep. Dem. Greenbk. For. Against.
ALLEN. ¢ et eeeeeeien eaaneanes 2l 14 e 12 17
BOYer. cvvieveiniiiiiaiiaaneans 161 83 3 163 63
CRES- -+ v ernrrnnanennnenneens 60 40 2 20 72
Calhoun. i vevreeenerneennennnn 36 34 B 39 18
Cincinnat 47 70 3 27 40
123w vveennnnns 39 57 5 22 52
Douglas......... 53 41 5 42 39
Harrison......... .. 240 148 22 249 119
Jackson..ceveeueenans .. 39 22 35 56 14
Jefferson. .o cvereieiinannn ... 267 134 7 261 133
La Grange......... v eeeieeten 43 71 3 44 40
Tancoln. ceeess vene vvvevenn vun 25 22 e 20 21
Little S10UK. ¢ vvvooeevarcarenns 91 35 84 110 106
Magnolia. voveveeeeereneenenian. 110 b 7 125 67
MOYZATL. + s eevvrn s eeemeneacnnn a7 3 16 62 59
Raglan..co cvvrnne vaeennnneenns 18 60 5 14 44
Qb JONTIe ¢ v veenarneneneainaines 218 269 27 242 217
TaFlor «vvvrenenvnienanieeiannes 91 67 8 66 32
UTLIOTL. « e v v v s sovavansecnnennnns 44 71 3 (?4 61
Washington. .oeevee eeeneenaens 74 96 1 63 66
Total.oeeine civeninennnns 1724 1453 243 1701 1330

Total vote on Constitutional Amendment....... ........ 3931

Majority for Amendment......o.ooov ceiiiiiiiiiiiia, ”.371

Total vote cash at the followmng October......... PP 3425

S0 that while the vote of the following October was 414 votes
greater than that polled on the 27th day of June of the same
year, it can not be claimed that the 371 majority on the Consti-
tutional Amendment was that of the Republican party, and
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further, this vote of October in the same year only gives the
Republicans twelve and one half votes of a majority over the
vote cast at that time.

Some peculiar circumstances happened which are not easily
accounted for, and to illustrate: An editor of a very excellent
newspaper in the county, for a long time prior to the vote on
the submission of this Coustitutional Amendment, was very
enthusiastic in his advocacy of the prohihition doctrine, and per-
haps at and during the time of the submission did as much in
carrying the county by this 371 majority for the measure as any
two men in the county, but when the case testing the constitu-
tionality of the passage of the act granting the submission
thereof to the people had been heard in the Supreme Court of
this State, and the finding of this court was adverse to the con-
stitutionality, and all the labor and prayers bestowed on the meas-
ure were lost, he became despondent and gave to his readers the
thought that Prohibition in lowa was a failure; however, this
opinion was reconsidered and D, M, Harris, the editor of the only
Democratic organ in the county at the fall election of 1887,
boldly told his readers that prohibition in Iowa had come to stay.

Prohibition in Jowa has come to stay and the sooner this fact
1s conceded the better it will be for all concerned. The princi-
ple is right, and all great reforms never go backward; the prog-
ress of the measure may suffer delay, but never meets a defeat.
The reader, by looking into the past, will readily discover that
while the opinion of the Supreme Court on this question was
founded on former precedents, and opinions of the old time
Republicans may have been glanced at by the courts, neverthe-
less, 1t 1s a fact that the opinion cost Judge Day his official
head, from the fact that at the first opportunity the party
retired him and took up another man, true to the core on this
principle, in the person of Judge Reed, and elected him in the
place of the man who thought he was doing, and at the same
time had the fortitude to do, his duty.
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I might give another illustration of the dealings of the party
with their men in office: at the State convention, held by the
Republican party in the year of 1887, the public had crystalized
the thought that the railroads in the State had the affection of
the Supreme Court, and as a result, at this convention retired
Mr. Justice Adams, because of his either real or fancied affec-
tion for these gigantic monopolies. Judge Adams was a man
of ripe learning in the law, and there can scarcely be any other
interpretation for the act of the party in throwing him over-
board and taking up a new man, than that above stated.

The principles on which prohibition is based are right, which
thought is erystalized in the mind of the author, both by obser-
vation and practical experience; and the only vestige of the
traffic now lingers on the ragged edges of “B*” “B" which in
fact is only a fancied name for a very poor quality of very infe-
rior beer.

Bates Hosbrook, Esq., Lafayette Brown, attorney at law, of
Missouri Valley, L. D. Butler, of Woodbine, Nephi Yocum, of
La Grange, and I might mention far beyond a score of the Old
Hickory Democracy, who took off their coats and went into this
prohibition fight to win, while nearly the same number of Repub-
licans were passive, and ** sulked in their tents,” until the fight
was over and the smoke of battle had cleared away.

In 1870 the question of prohibiting the sale of beer, ale and
wine was submitted to the voters of the county, at which elec-
tion, viz.: in October, the total vote cast was 1371, and resulted
as follows:

For prohibition of ale, beer and wine.... .... 735
Against.. cees s
which yielded for p10h1b1t1011 a majouty of 99.

In 1868 at the fall election another sort or article of prohibi-
tion, or I might say, question of personal liberty, was sub-
mitted to the people for an opinion, and was this: ** Shall hogs
and sheep be permitted to run at large?” “Shall hogs and
sheep be prohibited from running at large?”
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The total vote on this proposition was 1460, and the hog retained
his liberty by a majority of 306, the vote being
For running at large....o.ovvivevinniiennnn. 886
Against. v e i 580
HIGH SCHOOL.

At the October election in 1871, a proposition was submitted
to the people of creating a county high school and having the
same located at Magnolia, which resulted in the following vote,
viz.: Whole number of votes cast, 2048; For, 949; against,
1099; the proposition suffering defeat by a majority of 150.

COUNTY SEAT CONTESTS AND COUNTY SEAT WARS.

Since the location of the county seat at Magnolia, by A. D.
Jones of Pottawattamie county, Abraham Fletcher of Fremont
county and Charles Wolcott of Mills county, Commissioners
appointed for this purpose by the Fourth General Assembly of
the State of Iowa, by act of January 12, 1853, on the Tuesday
following the first Monday, of March, 1853, the permanency of
this worthless but much coveted embellishment has been ques-
tioned and very vigorously coveted.

Calhoun and the vicinity of Logan both being competitors
with Magnolia at the time the latter place was selected by the
Commissioners, never cultivated much friendship with the sue-
cessful point, and as a matter of policy the people east of the
Boyer would stand in with the Magnoliaites when Calhoun would
make an effort for a re-location at the latter place.

This question was ever uppermost in the mind of the people
of Calhoun, and not only would this quarrel enter into the warp
and woof of politics, but would thrust itself into all conceivable
questions of public interest. The people along and east of the
Boyer would prefer the seat of justice to remain at Magnolia
rather than have the same taken to Calhoun, and as a result,
whenever Calhoun would move on the works at Magnolia the
east side would rally to the rescue of Magnolia.
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In the summer of 1864 the people of Calhoun came to the
front with a petition praying the Board of Supervisors tosubmit
this question to a vote of the people, or in other words, they cir-
culated petitions for signatures of v oters asking the submission,
to which petition the people of Magnolia very vigorously remon-
strated by circulating remonstrances asking the Board to deny
the prayer of petitioners.

During the interim of this * see-saw »’ there was much crimi-
nation and recrimination and when the washing was all cleaned
up and settlement made, the péople of Calhoun were short of
names, and from the fact that the place requesting the vote did
not have a majority of the names of the voters as shown by
the last census, the submission was refused and the county seat
question remained in statu quo until a new town was born and had
grown to sufficient proportions to make known its wants.

Missouri Valley, in 1870, then beidg six years old, desired to
have this coveted ornament re-located in her center, and during
the summer of the year last named overran the county with a
multitude of petitions praying the submission at the next gen-
eral election. At this juncture the people of Magnolia thought
themselves so strong that they would let the people take a vote,
thinking that the county had so materially changed in the past
seventeen years, had become so wholly different from its condition
at the time of the location by the Commissioners, that the rail-
road had woven a new material into the interest and in a great
measure changed the natural conditions, that it would be demo-
cratic for the people to express their preferences at the polls-
The question was submitted, * Shall the county seat be re-located
at Missouri Valley? Shall the county seat remain at Magnolia?”

The vote being taken the whole number of votes cast at the
election on this question was 2,048.

For removal to Missouri Valley................ 949
Against removal to Missouri Valley ..... ..... 1,099

Majority for Magnolia.......coovvvvinnnes 50
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This county seat war then had a rest until the April session of
1873, at which time the Missouri Valleyites again presented to
the Board of Supervisors a petition praying the submission of a
change to Missouri Valley, and the Magnoliaites being on the
watch, had their guns shotted to the nozzle with remonstrances
and fired them into the face of the Board.

The names on the petition numbered............ 1224
The names on the remonstrance........ Ceeeeeas 1538
Majority against submission........... ... 314

Again, at the June session of the Board, in the same year,
Missouri Valley is at the front with the same or new petitions
for submission, but the range of her influence was exhausted at
the last April session and at this time only had on her petition
names to the number of 931; names on Magnolia remon-
strance, 1573, but at this same time there wasa new champion for
county seat warfare entering the lists, viz.: Logan, with a show-
ing of names on her petition to the number of 1,202. For the
first time in nine years Magnolia and Missouri Valley were
friends, for at this time both of these localities last named joined
forces as remonstrators and presented to the Board their remon-

strance with the names numbering 1405, and defeated the submis-
sion.

This county seat war then lapsed back into the old condition
and so remained until in the early summer of 1875, when the
little town of Logan wanted to be heard, and presented such a
conditions of interests that both Magnolia and Missouri Valley
were afraid to enter the ring as remonstrators. Logan had the
balance of power and her men of brains well knew this, and
sprung the question at a time so as to be in advance of Missouri
Valley.

Had Magnolia defeated the petitions of Logan interests on
this question, this would have driven nearly all of the strength
of this factor into the Missouri Valley camp, and in the follow-
ing year would have given Missouri Valley the desired strength
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to carry away the prize. As a result of this three-cornered
fight, neither Magnolia nor Missouri Valley attempted remon-
strance, and the Loganites having secured the requisite quantum
of signers, presented their petition to the Board and the vote
was ordered at the coming election.

Up to the day of the election, the stillness that pervaded these
local atmospheres could only be likened to that which precedes
the advent of the destructive, crushing, devastating tornado.

The vote was cast and the destiny of the county seat, for a
short time, presumably, settled.

The total number of votes cast at this election, on this ques-
tion of relocation and against relocation was, 2536.

For relocation at Logan,................... ... 1,269
Against relocation at Logan, ................. 1,267
Majority for relocation,.....ovvrvvviviina, 2

Within the past twelve years, a third of a dozen of drunken
men, and double that number of fools, have had the cheek to say
in the presence of Joe. H. Smith, that he stole the county seat
from Magnolia and delivered it to Logan.

The Lord only knows how much time and vital energies have
been wasted on this subject by humanity who have not the cour-
age to say, to an individual’s face, what they will gloatingly
enlarge npon during his absence, nor does the author hereof
think of committing suicide because he has been the target for
these dark lantern guns. Even one whom the author has saved
from disbarment from his profession as an attorney on account
of ‘professional crookednes, through envy and malice, have ped-
dled this same stale thunder.

Heretofore, either in public or private, I have refrained from
talking on, or giving any explanation of this subject; but now,
well knowing that many persons will say, * Joe, why don’t you
tell us how the county seat was taken from Magnolia to Logan?”
and the subject, now being under discussion and a record made



238 HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY.

as to this event, which took place thirteen years since, I will
give a statement, both as to the outside and inside of the subject
which has laid so long, apparently dormant.

At the time of the casting of this ballot I was a *
battling with grasshoppers, hog cholera and local elements, all of
which combined were determined to make me surrender. I then
had all the little wealth T possessed invested in an around the vil-
lage of Magnolia. [ felt a deep interest in retaining the * seat of
justice” at the place selected by the Commissioners appointed
by the Legislature of the State, and as a consequence entered
into the local battle with all the energies of my nature. I was
fichting for my home and for the continuation of values to prop-
erty for which I had paid county seat prices, for if the county
seat should be taken from Magnolia and re-located at Logan I
knew that my property must decrease in value by such removal,
and to that end T spent my money quite freely in advocating
this side of the measure. T had every reason to believe that all
who resided in, and beld property in Magnolia, at that time were
equally as much interested in retaining the county seat as myself,
but, oh! the mistakes of human judgment! Meetings were held
and this and that policy discussed, when, to my utter amaze-
ment, some of the apparent leaders of Magnolia advocated that
a policy measure should be adopted, by which Logan should
receive a pro rata of the Magnolia vote, and this proposition
meeting with a deserved and hearty reprimand, the same was
apparently dropped.

T entered into this fight with all the ardor of my nature and
giving to the same the knowledge I had crystalized from an
eighteen vear's warfare, I spent three weeks in advocating the
retention of the county seat at Magnolia and $125 in furtherine
the cause, when the day of election had arrived, what was m;
consternation in seeing four of the foremost men of the town
advocating the “ policy ” measure, and as a result of their words
and influence, 43 votes from Magnolia township were cast for

¢ o o ”
granger,
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the removal of the county seat to Logan. Then I could readily
interpret the hand writing of the “ policy ” dodge, and on the
same day I learned that Mr. A. L. Harvey, Geo. S. Bacon, J. W.
Stocker, John W. Wood, B. C. Adams, Joe Wilson, W. F. Clark,
et al., had secretly, at a time long prior to this vote, purchased
an interest in a corporation known as the ** Logan Town Com-
pany’ and within a short time thereafter formulated the idea
that a newspaper should be located at Logan, to advocate the
interest of this last named place, and as a result of this thought,
the Logan Town Company gave as a bonus $500 for the location
of a paper as last stated, and the paper budded as per the under-
standing. Now, at this time, viz.: this election, I could see that
these four shepherds of the Magnolia flock had laid down in their
tents with their hoots on, and instead of doing service for the
old **seat” had done absolutely nothing therefor, but vice versa.
These guns were spiked because of reasons last stated, and the
policy dodge was now to me quite transparent, for some one
watching the beatings of the public pulse and kuowing the rel-
ative strength of the different sides soon learned that it would
take 43 Magnolia votes for Logan to clear the course. This
policy measure of standing in with Logan and giving that locus
a complimentary vote, was to me, after the vote was made known,
ravishingly thin, for no sooner was this status learned than I, in
common with many others who were left out in the cold and
had neither part nor lot in the Logan Town Company, wasted a
profusion of select profanity respecting the perfidy of fine-
haired humanity, and I adjourned to my home on the farm.
During the night I formulated the injunction plan and was
determined to defeat the vote at all hazards, and as soon as the
morning had come, went direct to Magnolia, and in company
Mr. S. L. Burkley started for and reached Council Bluffs by two
o'clock, p. M., where I submitted the case to Montgomery and
Scott, who at once set about drawing up the petition for a writ
of injunction restraining the Board and County Auditor and
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other officials of the county from removing the records to Logan,
which was done in the short space of two days. Ilere the case
rested until the friends of Logan served a notice on me to appear
before his Honor Judge Zuver at the county seat of O'Brien
county within ten days from the date of service of the notice.
Immediately on the happening of this I went to Missouri Valley
and asked the men there to assist in the defraying of the
expenses in traveling to this place, and in the obtainment of
the necessary evidence to show that there were numerous illegal
votes cast for Logan at the past election. To this proposition they
laughed in my face, and said, “ It was not their fight and if I
wanted to have the county seat remain at Magnolia to go on and
fight it and pay the fiddler myself.”

I replied, ** Gentlemen, you can not afford to do this, for Mag-
nolia can not hold the county seat beyond three years, and if you
can get a whack at it the prize is yours.” * We wont give you
a penny; we don’t care a d—n where the county seat goes,”
said they.

I then went to Magnolia and after a day's effort in the way of
raising funds for the fight, succeeded in obtaining $2.75 to bear
my expenses and that of my lawyer to O'Brien county, to defeat
the Logan motion to quash the writ and furnish afidavits.

I was the relator and on me was the burden of the fight cast,
and while the matter of obtaining the writ was under discussion
the greater portion of Magnolia were heartily in favor of prompt
legal action, but now, when I had already paid out to my attor-
neys seventy-five dollars and still owed twenty-five dollars, and
in addition another $100 was called for to try the validity for
the foundation for the issuance of the writ, my own expenses
as well as the cost of obtaining affidavits, I found myself as far
from moneyed friends asif I had been dropped down in the center
of the greatest desert. Then I could read the hand writing on the
wall, written in the policy of the few who urged voting for
Logan.
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In the matter of election, I had expended $125, and had since
that in the way of having the injunction issued and served, paid
out seventy-five dollars—owed twenty-five dollars more as
attorney's fees, besides my own time and expenses, and now
had come to the conclusion that if I had to tread the wine
press alone, it would be precious little tramping of grapes would
I from that time perform; and as a result I made friends with
persons in Logan and had them make good my expenses and out-
lay, and from that time lapsed back into indifference, the same
as the people of Magnolia were when I approached them for
“ chips " to carry on the fight.

I thought then and still think that the county seat being
located at Logan better accommodates the entire people of the
county, than at any other place in the county. It could not at
the time of this vote permanently remain six miles distant from
a railroad, more especially where the railroad town was quite as
near to the center of the county, both geographically and center
of population. I believe this course then was best and think so
yet. I have never repented of this act for which I have been so
severely censured, and unless some new and more forcible reve-
lation comes, am positive I never shall.

I did what I did feeling that by so doing 1 was serving the
best interests of the greater portion of the people of the county,
and for my conduct I have neither tear to shed, apology to offer
or forgiveness to ask. Under the same combinations and cir-
cumstances I would unhesitatingly do the same act, and that
being the present condition of my mind I have no thought of
suiciding by reason of the sputterings of those whose entire lives
have been given to fault findings and vituperation.

Again in 1886, at the September session of the Board, the
friends of Missouri Valley were before this body with petitions
praying for an order for submission of the question to the voters
of the county but the Logan people wholly submerged them with

such a large majority of citizens remonstrating, that the submis-
16
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sion was again denied. From the number of names on the peti-
tion and remonstrance the fact was divulged that there were
voters in this county at that time to the number of 5,600, and
some have playfully remarked that the Missouri Valleyites
were possessed of the names of all the voters hetween that
point and Chadron, Nebraska, and as a return to this compliment
Logan is charged with visiting all the grave yards in the county
and furnishing names for the remonstrances from the tomh-
stones and monuments therein.

And as a present “finis” to these contests, wars and jars,
Magnolia having presented to the Board at the June term, 1837,
a petition, praying that the question of removal of the county
seat from Logan to the first named place be submitted at the
coming November election, the matter of passing without the
remonstrance on the part of the possessors, the submission was
ordered and vote was taken which resulted in the following vote,
viz.:

Whole number of votes cast................... 3920
For re-location at Magnolia .............. ... 1480
Against re-location at Magnolia................ 2439

Majority against change.................. 935

FARMERS' CLUBS.

These organizations had their origin through the instrumen-
tality of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob T. Stern.

This old patriarch and his good wife were of Quaker origin
and hailed from the good old State of Pennsylvania, and set-
tling in this county in the early part of 1857, brought with them,
in addition to strong arms and honest hearts, some of the cus-
toms of the * Keystone State.”

Mr. Stern, in the fall of 1864, called a meeting of a few of the
citizens of La Grange township together for the purpose of send-
ing to Washington and through the Representative of this district,
procure some of the valuable seeds which, at that time, were
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being distributed throughout the country, as a means of benefit-
ing the farmers and procuring a variety of production.

At the time these were received Mr. Stern, William Elliott,
P. T. Hill and David Rogers, who were of the first organization,
called the farmers of the township last named together, and dis-
tributed to each a pro rata of these, which it was anticipated all
would give the same a good cultivation, and when the same had
ripened, and was gathered and threshed, to again meet and com-
pare notes as to what were the best producers, and in this way
each benefit the other.

Some little jealousy at that time springing up in this neigh-
borhood, the day of meeting came and they who were instrumen-
tal in procuring the seeds were legislated out of office and new
men elected who, in return, let the organization die for want of
attention.

On the 5th day of March, 1866, a few neighbors having called
and dined with Mr. and Mrs. Stern, the present Harris Grove
Farmers' Club was at that time organized, being composed of the
following named persons, viz.; Jacob T. Stern and wife, Henry S.
Milliman and wife, J. S. Vanderhoof and wife, E. W. Milliman
and wife, David R. Rogers and wife, William Elliott and wife,
. T. Hill and wife, Thomas McKenney, and soon included the
names of Jas. D. Rogers and wife, J. F. Hull and wife and D. B.
Vanderhoof and wife, who, at the time of the organization,
adopted a constitution and by laws, and from that time on met
once per month, on the last Saturday in the month, with one of
the members, where and when the women were upon the most
perfect equality with the men in all clab business, viz.: reading,
writing, debating, voting and eating; and a more successful and
harmonious organization has seldom been formed in any portion
of the entire State.

The following is a full list of all who are and have been mem-
bers of this club:

J. L. Beebe, R. W. Beche, F. F. Beebe, F. T. Hill, Wm.
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Elliott, C. T. Loveland, D. B. Vanderhoof, J. D. McKenney,
L. P. Vanderhoof, Almor Stern, J. F. Hull, Geo. White, H.
H. McKenny, William Riddle, Wm. Dakan, Wm. F. Vore,
J. D. Rogers, D. R. Rogers, J. S. Vanderhoof, Geo. Bobbitt,
Ambrose Milliman, J. T. Stern, A. B. Sherwood, Mr. Abel
and Mr. Fensler.

The meetings, as aforesaid, were held on the last Saturday of
each month, at the home of one of the members, and discussed
subjects of agriculture, horticulture, raising of stock, the better
kinds, when to transplant fruit trees, plant corn, potatoes, the
manner of preparation of the soil and the care to be given to the
crop, ete., ete., in fact all the practical matters pertaining to sue-
cessful farming and management thereof; when the society
would partake of a little check, not approximating to the dig-
nity of a meal. This continued until the society visited with
Mr. Jas. D. Rogers, at the time of the ripening of strawberries,
when, after the usual discussions of all subjects, Mr. and Mus.
Rogers led the club into the dining room and there treated them,
not only to a dish of the aforesaid fruit, fresh and luscious, of
scripture measure, but drowned in real cream, as well as a din-
ner such as would have fed a wedding party. This then set a
precedent for the caltivation of the tastes as well as the brain,
and brought about a rivalry among the wives, constituting the
female members of the organization, as to who was the superior
cook, and who could load the table with the choicest and great-
est variety of dishes.

This condition of things had to be legislated upon by the club,
and when one of the members had prepared and offered a resolu-
tion, ** that whenever the club met the lady member should not
place upon the table more than two kinds of cake or pie,” Mr.
R. W. Beebe rose and made such an excellent speech against
the resolution that it was about to be defeated, when Mrs. J. T.
Stern purchased the influence of Mr. Beebe by quitclaiming to
him all the cake and pie which would fall to her share at each
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meeting of the club; this silenced the matter and Beebe, for the
past twelve years, on the last Saturday in each month has, all
to himself, four pieces of pie and an equal quantity of cake.

This organization has been confined exclusively to those who
are residents of La Grange township and the number of mem-
‘bers is constantly kept up to the number of twelve. Great
good has grown out of this organization, for by this interchange
of thought much has been learned that each in turn would have
been compelled to ascertain by individual experiment; besides
the ambition of each member has been prompted to so recon-
struct the farm, fences, out-buildings and home, as well as to
keep pace with others in fruits, cereals, garden stuff and all
things pertaining to the farm, and so making such forceful
changes, that any person passing through the township can
readily point out the farms of those who are members of this
club. The home is attractive and inviting, the farm is a model
of convenience and industry, the stock the best in the land, the
members oub of debt and masters of their own situations.

A real good time these people have during the day of their
meetings. The author hereof had an opportunity of visiting
with the club at their last meeting in December, 1887, at the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood, and was really pleased at
the measure of information arrived at by the different commit-
tees in matters pertaining to agriculture, horticulture, and in
fact many topics relative to the best interests of the farm,
orchard, garden, pasture lot, pig pen, ballot box, and last, but
not least, the kitchen.
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I can not better illustrate the feelings and history of this
organization, than by giving place to a poem written by Father
Stern and read at one of their meetings in 1887, which isas fol-

lows:
RETROSPECTIVE.

{Written for Harris Grove Farmers' Club and published by request.]

Ye who love the beauteous prairie,

Love to cultivate its surface,

Love the groves for shade and shelter,
Listen to my simple story

Of the change of times and seasons,
When we settled down at Linnwood,
Thirty years ago this season.

We enjoyed our rude log cabiu,

Daubed with mud and roofed with clap-boards,
Mud and sticks for fire and smoke stack,
Then no Farmer's Club was thought of.
The spelling school was then in order,
And the dance upon the puncheon
Furnished young folks with amusement.
We have made abundant progress,
Mental, moral, social progress.

Now our dwellings neat and tasty,
Rival those in famed New England.
Trees for shade and fruit and heauty,
Ornament our prairie homesteads.

The Farmers’ Club was also planted,
And it soon took root and prospered.
Now for one and twenty seasons,

It has held its place amongst us;

It yields cheap, rich entertainment,
Once a month to all its members.

Many were the social meetings,

Many were the questions answered,
Bach one’s valued contribution

Was a gift to all the others.

All could thus be made the richer,
Without any one being poorer.

For years we flourished well and prospered,
Not a death occurred among us,

‘Till at least a dark cloud gathered,

And we lost dear Mother Beebee.

She, who was so very cheery,
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Adding zest to all our meetings,
Faithful, honest, active, lively,

Few were missed so much when absent,
The next to fail to answer roll call,
Was the ever faithful *David,

Who enjoyed our social meetings,

And was practical in judgment.

Next was tAmbrose M., the soldier,
Who was sound in agriculture,

Seldom failing to enlighten

By his speech and fair discussion.
Next to pass from our loved circle,
Was the suffering Mrs. Beebee.

Kate was patient, brave, heroic,

Long years suffering, most intensely;
‘With ambition unabated,

She was always at our meetings,

And her words of earnest counsel,
Often were a source of profit.

Those who were the early settlers,

And were keen of observation,

Can compare and mark the progress
Of improvement on and upward,

Made upon the homes of members,
Houses, orchards, flowers and blue grass,
Combined taste for health and service;
Our annual visit to each member,
Marks a strong decided progress.

Our loved and valued institution,
Should take pride in noble offspring.
Many years rolled round without them,
But now we have two healthy children,
One at Elk Grove, one near Dunlap,
Each a vigorous healthy fellow.

Indeed from present indications

Our children may outstrip their parents.
Our last most vigorous son named Mill Creek
Has given us a novel lecture

On dehorning all the bovines.

We must watch this question

And investigate the system,

Or our beautiful horned bovines

Will all turn into muleys.

AMBROSE.
* David B. Vanderhoof. { Ambrose Milliman.
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From the Farmers' Club of Harris Grove, last above referred
to, two others have taken root in the county and are located,
one at Blk Grove, in Jefferson township, and is officered by the
following named persons and have the membership below
named, viz.:

Isaac Sears, President; John Holton, Vice President; J. K.
Deyo, Secretary. Members— Wives of the officers, J. J. Peter-
son and wife, George Findlay and wife, J. D. Frock and wife, .J.
S. Ready and wife, Mr. Huntly and wife, Avery Howard and
wife, Frank Peckenpaugh and wife, Chas. Children and wife,
Chas. Safford and wife. These, together with the children of the
parents above named, have a happy and social gathering on the
last Saturday of each month, and in all respects conform to
that of the parent Club of Harris Grove.

The third club is known as the ** Mill Creek” Club, in Harri-
son township, and has the following officers and members, viz.:

D. R. Rogers, President; Hon, B, F. Roberts, Vice President:
G. W. Green, Secretary; Mrs. H. A. Green, Treasurer;
and as members, the wives of the President and Vice President,
W. H. Garrett, B. S. Green, E. B. Mead, S. W. Morton, Peter
Campbell, William Moore, I. D. Hull, G. W. Green, M. B.
Ewer, 1. A. Jackson, Mrs. H. Rogers, Mrs. A. A. Hull, Mrs.
Anna Ewer, Mrs. Mary Moore, Mrs. I. A. Jackson, Mys. H. D.
Campbell, Mrs. E. Marton, Mrs. A. Meade, Mrs. Kllen Roberts,
Mrs. H. A. Green and Mrs. C. A. Garrett.

In all these clubs the members gather together at 10 o'clock,
A. M., and discuss the subjects pertaining to matters selected for
discussion at the former meeting; then dinner, then the young
people declaini, read essays, have music, followed by eriticisms,
select subjects for the following meetings, ete., ete., ete. ’

FARMERS' ALLIANCES,

Have three distinct organizations in the county, one in Doug-

las township, of 60 members, one at Magnolia and one at Mis-
souri Valley.
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GRASSHOPPERS,

Or Egyptian locusts, have on five separate occasions visited this
county, in such countless millions that beggars description, and
were any one to atfempt to tell in what countles myriads they
came, provided the auditors had never witnessed their advent, they
would at once brand the party describing the same as one rival-
ing the stories told at the ** Arabian Nights' Entertainment.”

The first grasshoppers that lit down in this county was on the
23d of August, 1857, and when first seen by the author hereof, was
at a time while attending the M. E. camp meeting near the
former village of Jeddo, in this county. In the afternoon,
near the hour of 4 o'clock, they began to light, and in their
flight toward the ground, they seemed to drop as from the clouds,
and in such numbers as to look very much like the falling of a
flurey of snow. This was continued until sunset; and near all
places where improvements were made in the way of the culti-
vation of the soil they were in such numbers that when crawl-
ing upon the fence rails or fence boards for roost during the
night, the entire fence was colored like that of a dirty lead.
Here they tarried, were sociable, deposited their eggs and by the
1st of October had died.

At thisdate butlittle of the surface of the soil of this county was
under cultivation, and of course they could not do much damage;
hut in the spring, when the eggs began to be hatched out by the
warmth of the spring sun, they appeared in countless millions
and were the liveliest little devils ever hatched. The first hatch-
ing came to the surface of the ground on the 9th of March, 1858,
and remained in the county until the 11th of July before tak-
ing their final departure.

Twelve years after their first lighting in the county, viz.:
on the 27th of August, 1867, at nearly the hour of 1 o'clock, P.
., they again began to drop down as before stated, but much
more numerously, and continued to fall, as it were, from the
highest point skyward, until past the hour of sunset, and in
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sach vast numbers that when alighting on the full grown
stalks of Harrison ecounty corn their united weight would either
bend the stalk to the ground or break it off. Whole fields of
corn were thus covered by night fall; the fences in all the
county were painted by reason of the vastness of the * hoppers”
crawling thereon looking for lodging, to a dark leaden hue;
the rails on the railroad track were so thickly covered by
them that all the sand in the county would scarcely furnish
sufficient thickening to take away the slippery mass caused by
the juice exuding from the pulverized grasshopper, so crushed
by the trucks and drive-wheels of the engine.

The wings of the *hoppers,” spread for flight, when they
were alighting, presented an appearance quite like a snow storm
when the flakes fall in apparent patchwork, and no sooner did
they touch terra firma than they began business by gnawing
nearly every thing they came to. The silk at the point end of
the ears of the corn, as well as the blades, seemed to be a favorite
diet, and as their stay continued the fields of corn, so far as the
blades and the silk in the ear were concerned, seemed to melt
away before their presence.

Their appetites were as ravenous their saw-toothed jaws were
destructive; they spared neither the garden lot or cornfield, cab-
bage, turnips, cornblades, corn in any shape, tobacco chews, old
boots, fork handles and overcoats, all perished before their des-
tructive powers and appetites. Here they lit without request
and here they tarried without invitation, assumed such a famil-
iarity on short acquaintance that their presence soon became
nauseous and disgusting.

The drier and more barren the knob, the better the location;
and this because they were here on business and no injunction
from earthly court could stay the progress of these thieving,
self-willed, bad-acting marauders, for in such places as these dry
barren localities, where the stock of the country had trodden
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the surface as hard as could be, were the places selected by the
hoppers for depositing their eggs.

As soon as they had destroyed the greater part of that part of
vegetation which was green and tender, they immediately turned
their attention to the business of providing this location with
an over abundance of young hoppers in the following spring.

When the fime arrives for the female to deposit her eggs, the
male, by the use of the claws of the leaping legs, burrows a hole
in this apparent solid earth, quite a half inch in depth and then
the female takes possession of the place prepared, when a deposit
of some mucous is placed in the cavity so as to make the place of
deposit water tight; the eggs are then deposited therein by the
female and when completed the eggs or bundle of eggs are sealed
by this same kind of mucous substance placed on top of the
deposit, and when the same is exposed to air it hardens and all
dampness is excluded from this nest. In each of these plum
shaped receptacles or deposits there are usually placed from
70 to 180 eggs, and no matter as to the severity of the
winter in the way of constant hard freezing, or abundance of
the rainfall, when the spring comes and the rays of the sun
catches these places of deposit, the eggs hatch and the young
hopper is on hand and never relinquishes his claims to earth
until erushed by foot or has rusticated until the following Sep-
tember.

Frosts only stiffen for a time, floods put the energies to sleep.
only to be awakened by a bath of warm sunlight, and fire alone
produces instant death. I have experimented on the young
hopper by placing him in a tumbler of water and have kept him
submerged continuously for three hours and then taken the appar-
ent corpse from the watery grave, treated it to a half hour's sun
bath and soon the rascal would show signs of life and in a few
moments would hop off as lively as though fitted for a race by
the most expert trainer.

These, then, that alighted here as aforesaid on the 27th of
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August, 1867, remained here without any disposition of going
further south until about the 1st of October, and then died by
reason of old age and lack of green diet.

On the 7th of April the hatch from the deposit of the preced-
ing fall began to make an appearance and increased day by day
until the middle of the following May. The hatching out pro-
cess being dependent on the extent of heat produced by the rays
of the sun on the spot where the deposit was made, some
farmers, in order to outgeneral Mr. and Mrs. Grasshopper, at the
earliest time possible, in the spring plowed their grounds and by
taking a deep furrow, so buried the eggs that it was quite late
before they put in an appearance; but where the eggs were
deposited on the southern brows of the bluffs as above stated the
young began coming to the surface by the Tth of April, 1868.
The young grasshopper is as hardy as a bed-bug or army body
louse; they can be captured but they cling to life with a tenacity
and fortitude like that of a cat. What other insect could with-
stand the cold, freezing, snow, rain and chills of an April month of
western lowa? i

Sheltered under a leaf, chip, clod, corn stalk or whatever little
protection is at hand, or none whatever, on appearance of the hife
giving qualities of a few rays of April sun, they become as frisky
and lively as a ** Sandy Point flea” in June, and immediately set
about the business of destruction for which they appear to have
been created.

Itis not a full fledged grasshopper that drops down in alocality
in the fall of the year, that does the terrible damage, but the
young chick during the time of his maturing. Though they
were as many in numbers as the sand on the sea shore, they all
at once seem to be acting under the same impulse, and start
moving in the same direction, not stopped by any obstacle that
may impede their way, but like the buffalo or wild goose, take
a course and keep going to destination or death.

From the time of hatching until they have lived ninety or
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more days they are wingless, but are possessed of propelling
power in their leaping, long legs that is scarcely equalled—jump,
jump after jump, and on and on they go, and like Sheridan’s horse,
can smell * the smoke” of a wheat field a mile away.

During the summer of 1867 vast quantities of prairie were
broken, and this dry, bare surface was the chosen place of
deposit for the eggs, and this being sown to wheat in the early
part of the following April, furnished a pasture ground for this
hatch which made the young hoppers hale and hearty. Many of
these were scarcely molested until the wheat was so far advanced
as to be in the boot, when it was attacked by the hoppers and
seemed to melt before them more rapidly than if there had been
a dozen of reapers of the latest improvement, felling the crop to
the earth.

During the third week in June, 1868, I stood at the windward
side of an hundred acre field of wheat, which had passed into that
stage of growth known as * in the boot;” the grasshoppers then
were at work with all the powers of their destructiveness, and
the smell or taint of their ecutting or sawing process filled the
air with a smell like that of a cow’s breath at the finest season of
the year for grasses, tame or wild, and in four days the entire
field seemed asif it had been swept with the besom of destruction.

These pests, when about a month or six weeks old, shed their
coats like the locust, while many persons finding their cast-off
skins, have mistaken these for the dead bodies of the young and
concluded that their crops were, or would be, free from their
ravages, but this delusion was soon dispelled by the appearance
of the young hoppers, more numerous and livelier than ever.

This status continues, only they grow in size, until about the
14th to the 24th of June, at which time the little buds or cas-
ings, which are located directly over the places where the wings
are, become thrust off, and expose to the air or sunlight a curi-
ous little bundle, which in time, viz.: a half a day, unfolds and
lengthens, so that by the expiration of that period, they become
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supplied with a pair of wings and soon begin navigating the air
instead of creeping or jumping on the ground alone.

(Generally in less than seven days after they are furnished with
wings, at or about 11 o'clock, A. M., they all apparently, by com-
mon impulse, if the wind is from the north, rise and bid the local-
ity of their hatch a final and lasting farewell.

As soon as they are hatched, they appear to have a decided
preference for the blades of young tender wheat, and seemingly,
by instinct, know the location thereof; the taste of the blades of
oats finds no favor to their palates, until the wheat is all devoured,
when the oat fields are attacked, then corn, or anything else, ac-
cording to the surroundings. There have been localities where
they, in their travels toward a certain wheat field, have centered
at certain points, by reason of a rivulet or creek, where these
obstacles met in the bend of a river or confluence of rivulet or
creeks, and so plentifully that they were shoe-top deep and roll-
ing or wriggling like a seething pot, filled with dirty, boiling
water.

Oftentimes so numerous would they be upon the rails of the
railroad track that the drive wheels would spin around for want of
sufficient friction to propel the engine and train, and the engin-
eer, in order to obviate this difficulty, would be compelled to
affix brooms in front of the engine to clear the track of this
nuisance.

On the 24th day of June, 1868, they all, having become winged,
ab or about 11 o'clock, a. ., rose in clouds and left for other
localities to the south.

On the 1st day of August, 1873, in the neighborhood of Mac-
nolia, and on the 4th day of the same month and year, at Harrais
Grove, at the hour of 11 o'clock, A. »., this plague again began
to drop, as it were, from the skies, and by evening the entire sur-
face of the country was covered with them, as above described
when they began an indiscriminate attack on the corn silks’
blades and oats. At this time they were brought to the surfac(;
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of the ground by a wind blowing quite strongly from the south,
and here they remained, wind-bound, until the 20th day of the
same mouth, doing great damage to the corn crop and oats.
Those who have tried a hand at farming soon learn that when
the silk is eaten out of the end of the ear of corn and the blades
stripped from the stalks, that the erop is rendered nearly worth-
less.

After having filled themselves they immediately began deposit-
ing their eggs, which after being buried in the ground until the
14th of April, 1874, began to hatch, with the same result as in
former years, with only this change: they were more numerous.
The wheat fields and all green vegetation was soon totally
destroyed and starvation seemed imminent to the settler by the
30th of May. Some tried to protect their crops at this time by
digging a trench around their wheat or corn fields, which, in
a measure protected the same. The manner of this protection
was this: a trench, ten inches wide by sixteen inches deep, was
dng, and at relays of each twenty rods, a deep hole was sunk,
connecting the trench therewith, and the young hoppers when
coming to this trench would tumble therein and when once in
they would follow the trench and finally fall into the deep
hole that had been dug to catch them. These would fill up
the hole in a day or two, depending on the quantity of the hatch
in the immediate vicinity. As soon as these holes were filled up
with these insects a new one would be dug and the others would
bhe covered over, and it was surprising what a stench these decay-
ing hoppers made.

Others would attempt to destroy these invaders by scattering
straw, hay or other combustible matter along their place of
travel, hoping that by nightfall they would take lodging therein,
and as soon as it was dark to set fire to the combustible matter
and burn them up; others would go to the nearest tin-shop
and have a sheet-iron pan, made on the principle of a scoop,
only much larger, say 14 feet long by 2 feet wide, and at the rear
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end 1 foot deep, and attaching to this cords at both ends, and
after pouring therein a half gallon of kerosene oil, they would
draw this pan along the surface of the grouund at the places
where the hoppers were the thickest, when the rascals, in
order to avert the pan from passing over them, would jump and
alight in the pan, where they were immediately treated to a hath
of the oil and would soon turn up their toes, open their sickle like
jaws, and die. On June, 24th and 28th, the wind being from the
north, they all arose quite at the same moment and took their
flight towards the south.

Both in the fall of 1873 and spring of 1874 these pests were so
numerous that they would fall in the wells at and about Magnolia
in such numbers as to render the water therein rancid and unfit
for use, which soon necessitated the wells to be covered over so
as to keep these hoppers from entering the same.

June the 14th, 1875, these same crop destroying insects again
dropped down in the county, coming as before described, when
at the expiration of four hours not a stalk of corn was to be seen
in the corn fields where the recent plowing was done. At this
time many of the farmers in the county, at the hour of noon,
having left their fields and gone to dinner, were surprised on
their return to the field at finding the entire crop, which had
recently been plowed. wholly eaten up by the hoppers. The
presence of fresh soil seemed to give the corn a seasoning and
caused them to attack this with greater sest These did not
tarry to deposit their eggs, and notwithstanding the crops were
swept away, they so recuperated that a reasonable crop of corn
was yet had.

August 17th, 1876, they again dropped from the sky and more
numerous than ever, acted as before stated, deposited their eggs and
died, and by April 10th, 1877, the new hatching was coming on
finely, but during this season they were kept under better control
by trench, torch and pan, so that even though the plague was
present the farmer at this season succeeded in producing a rea-
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sonably good crop. They left by the 20th of July and from that
date to the present the country has not been scourged by grass-
hoppers.

The hoppers while in their flight do not fly, but raising on
their wings with their heads to the wind, rise to certain height
like a boy’s kite, and when at such an altitude as suits the fancy,
only work the wings so as keep from descending, and are carried
along by the force of the wind. This condition of travel is kept
up until an adverse wind strikes the erialists, when they drop to
the ground.

In the months of July and August of 1877, the grasshoppers
in leaving, as well as those matured in countries to the north
while in passing towards the south, would be so great in numbers
that they created clouds of such density as to obscure the sun and
looked like great masses of red dust whirling in the air, going
with the wind and with the same rapidity.

This flight lasted for ten days. The greater portions came from
the sand plains far to the northwest, joined by those of Dakota
and Jowa production, which when falling into line with them of
the sandy plains, made as formidable an army as ever invaded a
corn or wheat field. Since which time there have been no visita-
tions to test the depth of religious convictions, only in another
form, viz.: hog cholera.

MEDICAL SOCIETIES

Seem to have been quite scarce and short lived in the county.
While this county has been well cared for by good and compe-
tent physicians there have not been any great indications of extra-
ordinary brotherly love for each other.

In 1863 there was organized a Medical Association of the phy-
sicians of the county at Magnolia, consisting of Drs. John H.
Rice, George H. McGavren, Robert McGavren and John S. Cole
of this county as aforesaid, and Dr. P. J. McMahon and Dr.
Malcomb of Council Bluffs, which organization was kept alive

17
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until about 1865, when the same hecame non est by the careless-
ness of its members. The President of this society during its
life was Dr. Rice, and the Secretary was Dr. Geo. H. McGavren.

Again in 1868 the society was reorganized, with the following
membership, viz.: Drs. J. H. Rice, O’Linn, Cole, McGavren,
Robt. McGavren, P. R. Crosswait and at the same time admit-
ting into membership or fraternity Dr. Kern and his two sons
and Dr. E. T. McKenney, who were taken on the Methodistic
plan, probation, electing for their President Dr. Geo. H. McGav-
ren of Missourl Valley and Dr. P. R. Crosswait of Woodbine as
Secretary.

T'his last organization died about the year of 1873 for want of
care, since which time there has been no attempt to exhume the
organization and put it on its legs, each physician seeming con-
tent to run his own business in his own way.

The first pbysician to locate in the county was Dr. Rice, who
hung out his shingle at Magnolia in 1854, unless Dr. L. T. Coon
is classified therewith. There are many in the county at this date
who will remember Dr. Coon and his chronic remedy, viz.:
“ Bog-hay.” Then followed Dr. Cole, who settled near Wood-
bine in 1856; then Dr. McGavren who located near the village
of St. John in 1857, Dr. Crosswait in 1865, Dr. O'Linn in 1867
at Magnolia, Dr. Drake at Little Sioux in 1859, the Drs. Kern at
Logan in 1867, Dr. McKenney at Logan in 1869.

At present there are the following named physicians in the
county more or less engaged in the practice:

Logan—J. L. Witt, I. C. Wood and F. A. Comfort.

Woodbine—T. M. Edwards, E. J. Bond, L. H. Buxton and
W. C. Sampson.

Missouri Valley—E. J. Chapman, G. W. Coit, G. H. McGav-
ren, Charles W. McGavren, J. W. Huff.

Mondamin—T. McFarlane, Wm. Steward.

Dunlap—D. Saturlee, S. J. Patterson, G. B. Christy, C. F.
Clark, P. Cavenaugh and D. L. Livermore.
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Persia—F. M. Hill, W. T. Brownrigg, C. B. McColm.
Modale—I. W. Drew.

Little Sioux—Wallace & Silsby, Caldwell & Miller.
Magnolia—J. H. Rice, C. E. Cutler.

NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE COUNTY.

The first newspaper published in this county was in the
summer of 1858, at the old town of Calhoun, by the Hon. Isaac
Parrish, and was baptized The Harrison County Flay. Tt only
lived for three issues, at which time it was brought to Magnolia
and then purchased by Capt. W. M. Hill, who at that time was
Clerk of the Courts.

Mr. Hill at this time purchased the residence then known as
the Tom Barnett property, and the paper was published in this
building for two years and a half, and kept flying at the mast
head the name given by Parrish at Calhoun. The Captain was
a very voluminous writer; so much so that it took the foreman
and assistant, A. G. Hard and Mr. John Parrish two-thirds of
their time to decipher his hieroglyphics and bad orthography.
During this time as above stated this paper was run in the inter-
est of the Old Hickory Democracy, not so much with the intent of
proselyting the Republicans as to keeping the faithfulin line
and have them all out on dress parade and at inspection on
election day.

As hefore stated this sheet was kept alive for the term of thirty
months, at which time it collapsed a flue and died for lack of
Democratic support, when it was sold to some parties from Fre-
mont in the State of Missouri, and taken to that place and there
used in the fall or summer of 1861 in pumping treason to the john-
nies at that location.

In the fall of 1859, Mr. D. E. Brainard purchased of the
“ House of Ephraim” (a class of people then located at the vil-
lage called Preparation on the south line of Monona, and just
across the north line of Harrison county) the press, type and fix-
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tures of a paper which had been for one year and a half pub-
lished at that place then known as Jehovah’s Presbytery of
Zion, and immediately removed the same to Magnolia and then
started a paper which was named The Magnolit Republican, and
had for its editoral staff a Mr. Ellis and G. R. Brainard. From
that date to the present time (except for a short period in 1874)
the county has not been without a Republican organ. In the
fall of 1860, Mr. Ellis dying, left the sole management of this
paper to Mr. Brainard, who not being possessed of a very active
turn of mind, somewhat neglected the business of the editorial
department, as well as not giving the strictest attention to the
financial end thereof, the same sickened and dwindled to a simple
state of approximate lifelessness, when Hon. Henry Ford pur-
chased the outfit in 1862 and continued the publication of the
paper until the summer of 1863, when he in turn sold out to one
W. F. Benjamin, who advocated the Republican principles in a
poor weak way until the spring of 1563, when Joe. H. Smith
purchased the outfit, restocked the same with new type, chang-
ing the name to that of The Western Star,and in turn sold the
entire *“ machine " in the summer of 1867 to Henry Cutler, who
on the 1st of January, 1868, sold out to Mr. G. F. Waterman,
who wielded the scissors until the summer of 1869, when Messrs.
Musgrave and Cook purchased the good will and press, and then
Cook sold his interest to Henry Cutler in the fall of 1570, and he
then sold his interest to Mr. George Musgrave in 1871, at which
time the paper was removed to Logan and published at that
place until the fall of 1874, at which time the entire business was
taken to Harlan by Musgrave and soon after disposed of by
him. The Star* twinkled " for nine years and I may truthfully
say that during all the time of its starring was never dimmed or
gave an uncertain political light.

The Harrisonian was born into Harrison county, being on
the day preceding the 4th of July 1868, under the especial care
of the Hon. D. M. Harris, who gave his readers, from the first
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issue, simon pure, unadulterated Democratic doctrine, until
the year of 1872, at which time he sold the paper and press to
one M. H. Goltry, who, on assuming the editorial management
thereof, changed the name to that of The Missowri Valley
Times, by which name the same is published until this date.
Mr. Goltry sold and transferred all his interest in the same to
Gore & Cutler in 1874, who edited and published the same as an
independent paper until 1876, at which time Mr. Harris returned
to Missouri Valley, repurchased the paper and began anew to
publish the same as a Democratic sheet. From that date to the
present there has been no uncertain sound to the political rattle
of this paper, but it has ever been a straight, honorable Democratic
paper. True, the editor has at times honestly differed from his
Democratic brethren as to the party measures, on the subject of
prohibition, and has on one or two occasions changed front to
rear, but at the present is as sound on this measure as the purest
Republican sheet in the State.

In 1874 The Harrison County Courier was started at Mag-
nolia and remained at that place until the month of September,
1875, at which time the magnetic influence of Logan cash drew
this paper to Logan and it fell in with the “powers,” advocating
the interest of Logan as a county seat point. It is peculiarly
curious that Magnolia can heap all her deprecations on one
individual as to the change of the county seat and not stop long
enough to glance at the real causes of such removal. Davison,
the editor of The Courier, was furnished money by which to ship
his press, fixtures and family from Illinois to Magnolia, and
scarcely had he warmed the chair he occupied at that place until
he rose, was on the wing, and lighted down in better feeding
ground, at Logan. Here this paper was published in the inter-
est of a certain element of the Republican party until the year
1880, when Henry Reel, Esq., the original proprietor of Logan,
deeming himself and the public without a proper recognition, in
the way of being heard through the press, sent to Chicago, pur-
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chased a new press, type, fixtures, ete., costing him an outlay in
the sum of $3,000, and was about to set up a paper in which
every man who, on a meritorious subject, wished to be heard
through the columns of a paper, could find space for his produc-
tion. This measure smoked Alpheus Davison out, and at the
first effort he sold out his entire business to Mr. Reel, who as-
sumed the control of The Cowrier, through the managenent of
Mr. A. G. Hard.

In the editing of The Courier, by Davison, in the year 1879,
many laughable incidents occurred which, by this time, possibly
have passed from the minds of many of the people of the county,
and perhaps never came to the knowledge of the greater part:
It was this: at this time there were rival factions in the Repub-
lican ranks, and Davison, being a man who aimed to please every
body and thereby, like all who take that shoot on public measures,
disgusted and angered all; he would in one issue permit one side
to be heard and perhaps the next issue would be *red-hot™ for
the opposite side, all appearing as **editorial.” To the outsider,
this cross firing was an enigma, not at first understood, but the
modus operandi was this: that at, and while the paper was
being run off the press, who ever could keep closest to the editor,
and could get possession of the editorial nest, would be the per-
son who would incubate the next week's hatching, as to his
wrong so inflicted on the opposite faction, and hence the entire
campaign was occupied by this Republican Kilkenny cat-fight,
to the disgust of good Republicans and the infinite amusement
of all Democrats. They who resided at this time in Logan could
tell the week previous what would be the tone and song of the
next issue by the presence of such and such individual hanging
to the elbow of this milk and water editor.

The Courier then passing into the ownership of Mr. Reel, as
the sequal proved, was like the man who drew an elephant in a
lottery, and when he had it, didn’t know how to feed and handle
the animal. Although he had a great abundance of money, those
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to whom he intrusted the e