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REPORT. 


To the Honorable the Legislature: 

Agreeably to the requirement' of the statute, the State 

Board of Charities respectfully submit this their 

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

Before entering upon the consideration of the subjects 
selected for discussion in this report, the Board beg to refer 

to two of its members-Theodore Roosevelt and Harvey G. 
Eastman-both of whom have been removed by death during 

the past year. 
Mr. THEODORE ROOSEVELT was appointed a I member of the 

Board, from the First Judicial District, April 1, 1875. He 
brought to the position a large and varied experience in the 

work of practical benevolence, having been long actively 

identified with several of the most important and valuable 

charities of New York. He entered upon his work with 
great earnestness and zeal, and spared no efforts properly to 

discharge the responsible trust reposed in him by the State. 
His death occurred February 9, 1878. In view of this sad 
event, the Board at its first stated meeting thereafter, held in 

Albany, March 14, 1878, adopted the following resolution, 
and directed it to be entered upon its minutes: 

"Resolved, That this Board has received with deep sensibility 
the announcement of the death of Hon. Theodore Roosevelt. 

"Resolved, That we bear testimony to the high respect and 
esteem in which he was held as an associate member, to the 
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purity, integrity, and high moral influence which pervaded 
his life, to his persistent and unwearied efforts in behalf of 

charity in the highest sense of the term, as manifested in the 

largeness of his personal efforts in many ways, for rendering 
better and happier the condition of the unfortunate of every 
class, and that his departure is a loss to this Board, which will 
be only less marked by the diligent exercise of a desire to 
emulate the example so nobly expressed in his ·constant efforts 

for a faithful performance of the trust committed to its 
charge." 

Mr. HARVEY G. EASTi\IAN was appointed a member of the 
Board, from the Second Judicial Dist:r:ict, upon its organiza­

tion in 1867, reappointed March 19, 1873, and served 
continuously ·in this capacity until his death, which took place 

July 13, 1878. His large and varied experience in business 
and ot~er pursuits, and the persiste;nt energy and wise discre­

tion WIth which he discharged his trust, largely aided the 

Board in its work, and wer~ of great value to the public. 
The estimation in which he was held by those with whom he 
had been so long and intimately associated, is fully attested 

by the following record of the minutes of the Board, at its 
first stat?d meeting after his death, held at Saratoga Springs, 

September 10,1878: 
"This Board has learned, with sincere sorrow, the death, 

at Denver, Colorado, on the 13th of July last, of Hon. Har­
vey G. Eastman, of Poughkeepsie, Commissioner from the 
Second Judicial District .. 

" Mr. Eastman has been a member of this Board from its 
first organization, and has always felt a vital and intelligent 

interest in the purposes which it was designed to accomplish. 

" The energy and intelligence which marked his career as a 

teacher, and in the various public offices with which he Was 
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intrusted by his fellow-citizens, were brought to the serVIce 

of the State in the promotion of the objl;lcts of this Board. 
"We remember, with'interest, the practical wisdom and 

public spirit which were manifested in all his efforts to relieve 
the burdens of society, and the sufferings of the helpless. 

" While for ourselves we regret the loss ofa personal friend 

and a public servant, we beg leave to tender our respectful 
sympathy to ,his bereaved wife and family, and to commend 
to them the consolations to be derived from the example of a 
worthy life spent in untiring devotion to duty, and in the 

service of his fellow-men." 

INSTITUTIONS SUBJECT TO VISITATION. 

The various institutions subject to the visitation of the 
Board, hereafter referred to in this report, may be grouped into 

three classes, as follows: Institutions having a State foun~a­
tion; institutions maintained by counties and municipalities; 

and institutions controlled and managed by benevolent asso­
ciations. The first of these classes embraces asylums for the 
insane, institutions for the blind, deaf-mutes, idiots, inebriates, 
and juvenile delinquents; the second, county and town poor­
houses, and city alms-houses; and the thi'rd, orphan asylums, 

and homes for the friendless, hospitals and dispensaries. 

PROPERTY VALUATION AND RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The valuation of the property held for charitable purposes 
in the State, September 30, 1878, as apprised by the mana­
gers of the various institutions was, real estate, $28,483,136.65; 
personal property, $5,598,956.82; total, $34,082,093.4 7. The 

entire receipts for the past fiscal, year amounted to $7,712,­
654.51, derived as follows: Cash balance at the commence­
m~nt of the year, $444,995.3G; received from the State 
tr~asury, $921,533.43; from municipalities, $3,514,683.77; 

http:3,514,683.77
http:921,533.43
http:444,995.3G
http:5,598,956.82
http:28,483,136.65
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from voluntary donations, $793,337.02; from all other sources, 
$2,038,104.93. The disbursements during the year were, for 
buildings and improvements, $707,277.36; for supervision and 
maintenance, $6,520,309.41; total, $7,227,586.77. 

AVERAGE NU;\1BER OF IN;\IATES. 

According to the returns of the respectIve officers, on file 
in the office of the Board, the approximate average number of 

persons in the care of these several classes of institutions dur­

ing the past yea,r, was as follows: In the State Insane Asylums, 
two t.houmnd three hundred and fourteen (2,314); in the insti­
tutions for the blind, three hundred and sixty-one (361); in 
the institutions for deaf-mutes, eleven huudred and forty-two 
(1,142); in the State Asylum for Idiots, two hundred and fifty­
two (252); in the State Inebriate Asylum, fifty-two (52); in 
t~e county poor-houses, six thousand eight hundred and forty 

(6,840); in the city alms-houses, nine thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-one (9,961); ,in the orphan asylums and reformato­
ries, sixteen thousand six hundred and twelve (16,612); in the 

homes for aged, three thousand nine hundred and ten (3,910) ; 

in the hospitals, two thousand two hundred and sixty-eight 
(2,268). The average number of all classes under care in the 
State the past year, it thus appears, was forty-three thousand 

seven hundred and twelve (43,712.) 

LocAl. .CONTROL. 

The control of this great property interest held by these 
institutions, and the expenditure of so large a sum annually 

for charitable purposes, is vested by statute in local officers, 

trustees and managers. Some of these officers. are elective, 
others obtain their positions by appointment from various 
sources, while the remainder, under corporate au·thority, are 

self-perpetuating. 

http:7,227,586.77
http:6,520,309.41
http:707,277.36
http:2,038,104.93
http:793,337.02
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Prior to the organization of this Board, there were no reli­
able data furnished as to the number of. aged, infirm, help­
less and insane persons provided for by the State, nor as to 

the expenditures for public charity. ~ part of the officers 
of these institutions, it is true, were required by statute to 
make annual reports, but most of these reports went to the 

local authorities. The Legislature and the general public 
were not, therefore, informed upon the matter. 

STATE SUPERVISION. 

The act of 1867, creating the Board, conferred upon it 
supervisory powers over the various charitable institutions, 

with authority to. examine and inquire into their manage­

ment, the methods adopted for the treatment and care of 
the beneficiaries of the State, and as to the expenditures for 
benevolent purposes. By subsequent legislation, additional 

duties regarding the chronic insane, and as to State paupers, 
have been placed upon the Board, and its labors have thus 
been greatly enlarged. The manner in which these labors 
have been performed, appears in its various annual and special 
reports already communicated to the Legislature. The B~ard, 
however, has accomplished much by quiet methous, in its 
interviews with the officers and managers of institutions, and 
in awakening public interest in charitable work, the details 

of which do not appear in these reports. It may be well 
here to give a 

I 
REVIEW OF THE WORK OF TIlE BOARD IN THE PREVENTION OF 

P AUPERISl\I. 

In its early labors the attention of the Board was, of neces­
sity, directed. mainly to the internal administration of the 
public charities, relating to their humanitarian influences, 
and to the removal of the causes of pauperism ~ 
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First. By an effort to ,zmprove the condition of the poor-houses· 

throughout the State, both in the buildings and their internal manage­

ment. 

The first examination of the poor-houses by the Board, in 
1868, showed these institutions to be generally in a wretched 
and deplorable condition. The buildings, with few excep­
tions, were old and poorly planned for their purposes, and 

many of them were out of repair and greatly dilapidated. 
For these reasons no extended classification of the inmates 

was practicable. The sexes in most of them were kept sepa­
rated at night, but at other times the various classes mingled 
freely with one another. In this way, vagrant and abandoned 
men and women; aged, sick and infirm persons; insane, epi­
leptic, idiotic and feeble-minded, and intelligent children were 

brought into daily association. This tended to break down 
self-respect in the worthy and better class of poor, and to sink 

still lower the vagrant and depraved, so that these institut.ions 
of charity had then, in fact, become largely, nurseries of pau­
perism, vice and crime. These various classes require wholly 
different discipline, .treatment and care, and they ought not, 

therefore, to be permitted to associate with each other. If 
provided for in the same institution, its arrangements should 
be such as to secure thorough classification and complete sepa­
ration of the sexes, and effectually to enforce the decencies and 
proprieties ot life. 

The general public, then, had but slight knowledge as to 
the character of the poor-houses. They were seldom visited, 

by the better class of citizens, and little or no intere~t was 

anywhere shown regarding their condition. A very marked 

advance, since then, has been made in this direction. In most, 
of the counties now, intelligent and benevolent persons make 

frequent visits to these institutions, and carefully examine and 
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scrutinize their affairs and management. A part of these 
visitors act under the authority of this Board, while the 
visits of many others are wholly voluntary. The labors of 
these disinterested persons have been of great value tG the 

Board in its work generally, and especially in securing many 
'of the improvements and reforms that h:1Ve been effected in 

the poor-houses. 
The facts regarding the condition of the poor-houses, in 

1868, as developed by the examination then made, were set 
forth at considerable length in the report of the Board for that 

year to the Legislature, (Senate documents of 1869, No. 61), 
and immediately attracted general attention throughout the 
State. This led to the erection of new buildings in several 

counties during the following year, and to greatly needed 
alterations and improvements in the buildings of many other 
counties. Since the'n, new buildings have been erected in a 
large number of counties, and the work of improvement in 

most of the counties has steadily progressed. This general 
improvement of the poor-houses, the removal of the more di~;­
turbed and troublesome insane, and the sepa.rate provision 
made for dependent children, have already accomplished much 

toward lessening pauperism in this State, and promise large 

beneficial results in the near future. It is to be deeply re­
gretted, however, that in some counties no action in the mat­

ter has been taken, the buildings in these, remaining in the 
wretched and deplorable condition in which they were found 
when first examined. We have hopes that the time is not 
mr dista~t, when those having authority in these counties 
will, influenced by the spiri,t which prompts the magnificent 
charities of our State, make wise and humane provision for 

the care of the poor and helpless that are dependent upon them. 
In order to a clear understanding of the many improve­
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ments that have been made in the poor-houses throughout the 
State during the past ten years, the. Board deem it advisable 
in this report briefly to compare the condition of these insti­
Hons in 1868, with that of 1878. Accordingly, a schedule, 
(Number one), describing the buildings, the means for 
classification, hospital accommodations and other arrange­
ments, as eXIsting in the various counties at these periods, 

has been prepared and submitted to the Board by the Secre­
tary, and will be found appended to this report. This sched­
ule, made up mainly from personal examinations of the poor­

houses, contuins much valuable information bearing upon the 
subject, and shows, at a glance, the alterations and improve­
ments that have becn effected in these institutions. 

Second. By the removal of children from the poor-houses and 
alms-houses. 

Perhaps .the most obvious means of preventing pauper­
ism, are the proper supervision and care by the public, 
of the children, deprived by death or misfortune of their 
natural guardians, or whose pareI?-ts neglect the common 

and instinctive duties and obligations toward their offspring. 
It is -easy to conjecture what would probably be the lot of 

the child of the noblest ancestry. if from its birth it were 

constantly environed by vile and degrading influences. The 
force of this truth is fully attested by the watchful care of 
considerate parents, at all times to shield and protect their 

children from bad example, and surround them with proper 
associates. The danger is greatly magnified, when there is a 

hereditary tendency to evil or pauperism in the child, and its 

progress in such cases can be arrested oniy by early, prompt, 
and vigorous measures. It may be taken for granted that it 

is in the beginning of life, before the habits are formed, that 

pauperism is the most easily, economically and effectually pre­
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vented. This important fact should not be lost sight of by 
officials and others who may be called upon to deal with this 

class. Any considerable delay in the matter greatly endan­
gers the future well-being of the child, and in the end serves 
largely to swell the public burdens. 

The system of placing dependent children in poor-houses, 

so long in vogue in this State, was one of the greatest evils in 
our plan of public benevolence, and although no longer in 
force, its pernicious results are still largely felt. Under this 
system, children deprived of their natural protectors, and 

those whose parents were unable, or neglected to provide for 
them, were committed to the poor-house, and there brought 
into direct association with adult, and in many cases, vile and 
debased paupers. It was not uncommon also, to find parents 

and their children, in fact, often entire families sheltered in 
these institutions. The 15tatute, it is true, provided for the 
education of these children, by requiring the es~ablishment of. 

schools in connection with the various poor-houses, and appro­
priating public funds for their support. This seemingly wise 
and humane provision of the statute wholly failed to accom­
plish its beneficent objects. It only served to cover up the 
evil which it was. intended to cure, and to perpetuate the 

system by satisfying the public generally, that no further 
provision for these children was necessary. It was soon found, 

however, that many such children when placed in families, 
even after only a brief stay in the poor-house, were quite 
certain to fail in their new relations, and in a short time 
to be thrown back into the institution. Moreover, in the event 
of the temporary success of the child in its new home, it not 
infrequently in mature life, under the most trifling discourage­

ments, returned to the poor-house, true to its early associa­
tions, to spend there the remainder of its days. 

2 
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The evils arising from the association of children with 
adult paupers in poor-houses and alms-houses were pointed 
out by the Board in its first report to the Legislature, and its 
efforts were promptly directed to secure their removal 
from these institutions. Much was accomplished in this 
direction by frequent conferences with superintendents of 

the poor and other officers, and by urgent appeals to boards 
of supervisors in various counties. By such agencies, large 
Immbers of these children, from time to time, were removed 

from the poor-houses and provided for in families, asylums, 
and other institutions. 

It was found, however, by the extended inquiry of 1874, 
that notwithstanding these continued and persistent efforts 

on the part of the Board, there still remained considerable 
numbers of healthy and intelligent children in the poor-houses, 
and that they were likely, at any time, rapidly to accumulate 
in these institutions were these efforts relaxed. The matter 

was forcibly brought to the notice of the Legislature of 1875, 

(Senate document, No. 15), in an extended report upon the 
subject by the then vice-president of the Board, and it re­
ceived earnest and prompt attention. In that year the 
Legislature, (chapter 173, Laws of1875), directed the removal 
of all the healthy and intelligent children over three years of 

age from the poor-houses, prohibiting also the sending of this 

class to these institutions, and providing for their maintenance 
and care in families, asylums, and other institutions. - This 

law went into full effect January 1, 1876, and appropriate 
measures have been adopted in nearly all of the counties of the 

State to carry out its p~ovisions. 
The last Legislature, (chapter 404, Laws of 1878), directed 

the removal from the poor-houses of all children over two 

years of age, without regard to their mental and physical 



19 8TATJiJ BOARD OF OHARITIJiJS. 

condition. This law has not, as yet, been generally put in 
force; except in the case of the healthy and intelligent chil­

dren. The poor-houses contain considerable numbers of 
unteachable, 'idiotic, epileptic, and other diseased children, for 
many of whom no adequate public provision exists. In order 
to fully carry out the wise and humane intentions of the act. 

of 1878, some additional provision by the State for these 
cla.'3ses will need to be made. 

As the statute now prohibits the sending of dependent 

children to poor-houses and alm~-houses, they must be other­

wise provid~d for, and the duty of public officials towards 
these, is one orthe most important trusts imposed upon them. 
Two modes of dealing with such children are open: First, by 
procuring situations for them in families; and second, by pro­

viding for them in asylums or other institutions. There can 
be no doubt, ordinarily, as to the right course to be pursued 
in the care of dependent children. They should, so far as 

possible, be placed with adopted parents, and thus secured 
permanent homes. The asylums, by affording temporary 
shelter and relief to such children until tl).ey can be made 
members of well-conditioned families, are most valuable aids 
in this work. In no way, it is believed, can public officials, 
the managers of asylums, and others charged with the care of 
dependent children, more effectually lessen the social evils 

and burdens of pauperism, than by constant and well­
directed efforts in securing situations for them in good family 
homes. 

The chief hope in reducing pauperism and crime to its 
minimum, lies in securing to the unfortunate and dependent 
children of the State, the educational and other advantages 
that are accorded to children generally, and that, wholly 
disconnect~ from institutions for adult paupers. 
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Third. By causing the removal of the acute insane from poar­

houses. 

. No disease likely to be of long continuance, probably 

more completely destroys the capacity for the ordinary 
duties a~d activities of life, than that of insanity. In 
the case of the poor, its victim from the outset is com­
pelled to rely wholly upon the public for maintenance and 
care, and this must necessarily be continued while the dis­
ease lasts. Nor does the burden to the public always end 
here. When the insanity under such circumstances attacks 
the head of the family, others of its members are quite sure, 
in consequence, to come upon the public for support. If, per­

chance, the person when attacked with the disease is circum­
stanced so as comfortably to provide for himself under 
ordinary conditions, his means soon become exhausted in the 
effo~t for self-maintenance, and in the end he is compelled to 
accept public care, and not infrequently also, his family and 
others who may be dependent upon him. It will thus be seen, 
that insanity is a most prolific source of pauperism, and there­

fore, entails heavy public burdens. Hence the importance 
of its careful study, having in view its prevention and cure. 

That a large portion of the insane may be cured by 
appropriate treatment is shown by statistics; and that the 
ratio of recoveries is greater when the disease is early 
brought under such treatment, is thus clearly established. 
The commitment of the acute insane to poor-houses and 
other like receptacles, and the retention of this class in 
families without proper treatment, supervision and care, 
has been productive of great and lasting evils in this 

State. In the early examinations hy this Board, large 
numbers of this class were found in these institutions, 

and the facts pointed out in its reports to the Legisla­
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ture. It is possible that a few may recover under such 
conditions, but the mass who survive the· first shock of 
the disease pass into the chronic stage of insanity, and there­

after generally become objects of public care through life. It 

would seem to be sound economy, as well as in keeping with 

the sentiments of humanity, therefore, for the State to pro­

vide for the prompt treatment of the acute insane likely to 
burden the public, in hospitals properly adapted to this pur­

pose..' and strictly to enforce such treatment by appropriate 
legislation. In no way, it is believed, can we so effectually 

lessen the number of chronic insane, and thereby relieve the 

public burdens, as by the early and prompt treatment of the 
acute insane. 

In the study of this subject, the means of preventing in­
sanity should not be overlooked. The disease is generally 

attended with some physical defect or disorder, which, if early 
corrected, might have prevented its development. It is, also, 
largely the result of debasing practices and excesses in life, 
wholly under personal control. The dissemination of correct 

views upon these points, the observance of the laws of life, 
and the avoidance of the exciting passions and excesses, 
therefore, tend to check and lessen the frequency of the dis­
ease. The matter equally concerns the moralist, the philan­
thropist, and the social and political economist, and should 
command earnest and careful attention. 

Fourth. l!y urging the speedy transfer of the chronic insane from 
the poor-houses to the Willard Asylum, and by securing improvements 

in the asylums of counties exempted from the operation of the Willard 

AS.1f1um Act. 

The wretched and neglected condition of the chronic insane 
in the poor-houses of this State, was first brought to general 
public notice in a report by Miss Dix, to the Legislature of 
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1844. In 1856, a committee of the Senate visited these , 
various institutions, and their report to the Legislature of 
1857, confirmed, in all respects, the observations of Miss Dix 
regarding the condition of this class. A further examination 
of the matter was made in 1864, under the direction of Dr. 
Willard, Secretary of the State Medical Society, and his report 

to the Legislature of 1865 upon the f1ubject, resulted in the 
establishment of the Willard Asylum, for the chronic insane 
then in the poor-houses. 

In the examination of the poor-houses by this Board, in 
1868, the chronic insane were found in the same wretched 
and deplorable condition as described in the several reports 
before referred to. . The number of such insane then in these 

institutions, was one thousand five hundred and twenty-eight 
(1,528). Of these two hundred and thirteen (213) were found 
chained or confined in cells. It was learned that nearly aU of 
these had been thus constantly restrained or confined during 

long periods. A large proportion were violent and destruc­

tive, untidy and filthy in their habits and persons, and several 
were observed entirely nude. 

In nearly all of the counties, the authorities had provided 
separate buildings or apartments, in connection with the poor­
houses for the chronic insane; but tHese were generally small, 

dark and poorly ventilated, and in all other respects, with 
f€nv exceptions, wholly unsuited to the purpose. No attempt 

at classification of the insane, having regard to the various 
forms of the disease was attempted, nor, owing to the size and 

condition of the buildings, was this practicable. The quiet 

and mild cases occupied the same floor as the violent, filthy, 
noisy and destructive, and they not infrequently,shared with 
each other the same cell. An effort was generally made to sepa­
rate the sexes at night, but their intercourse during the day W{ts 
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entirely unrestricted. In a few counties only, were attendants 
employed to look after the insane, this work being usually 

assigned to paupers, nor did they generally receive any 
medical attention, except upon the occasional visits of the 
attending physician. It was not surprising, therefore, to find 
that the chastity of insane women, held in such surroundings, 

had frequently been invaded, and that in numerous cases such 
women, too helpless for self-protection, had become mothers of 
illegitimate children in these wretched abodes. Several such 
cases fell under observation in the course of this examination. 
The facts regarding t.he condition of the chronic insane in the 
poor-houses in 1868, were transmitted with the report of the 
Board, (Senate document, No. 61), to the Legislature of 1869. 

The evils referred to, were the outgrowth of the system that 
placed the insane in congregation with themass ofpaupers, with­
out attendants or adequate supervision. As a class, the insane 

were generally regarded as dangerous' persons, held more or 
less aloof, even in their periods of quietness, and when excited 
and violent, for lack of proper attendants to overlook them, 
they were confined in cells. These, as has been stated, were 

in most cases dark, ill-ventilated and loathsome, and prolonged 
confinement in them, often in filth and .squalor, with only 
eoarse and unpalatable food, served to increase and intensify 
this excitement. In this way, the usually quiet and well­
behaved insane, confined under temporary excitement, in 
course of time, became violent, destructive and troublesome. 

Upon the opening of the Willard Asylum, in 1869, the 
more excited and disturbed chronic insane then in the poor­
houses, were transferred to that institution. These trans­
fers have since been continued, from time to time, as the 
Asylum has been extended, but it early became apparent 
that the accommodations of the Willard Asylum, would 
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prove inadequate to the requirements of all the chronic insane 
of the State. 

The Legisla~nre in 1871, passed an act authorizing this 

Board, on application of the Superintendents of the Poor of any 
county, to grant exemption from the operation of the tenth 

section of the Willard Asylum Act, in case the buildings and 
other means proposed to be employed in the care of the chronic 
insane were found adequate and proper for the purpose. 

Under the provisions of this Act, the Board has, from time 

to time, been obliged to exempt counties in order to ensure at 
least decent care for the patients who must of necessity, owing 
to want of State accommodations, remain under the charge of 

county officials, and who but fo~ the exemption would have 
been kept in very much the condition of the insane who were 
found in the poor houses in 1868. 

The want of sufficient room at the ·Willard Asylum for these 

chronic cases has not only forced upon the Board the policy 
of exemption, but has seriously ha,mpered it in carrying out 

that policy. 
Under the act of 1871, the Board could at any time revoke 

an exemption, but it has not generally exercised this power, 
there being no place to which the insane could be transferred 

in case of revocation. Only in one case has an exemption 
been reyoked,· and in this instance the Board was forced to 

take that action simply to clear itself of responsibility for the 

condition of the county asylum. 
Rules and regulations have been adopted by the Board, to 

which counties exempted from the Willard Asylum Act must 

conform, and undoubtedly improvements have been made in 
most of these counties, but much remains to be done. 

The Board has also been embarrassed in dealing with the 

question of exemption of counties by the fact that one county 
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to which an exemption was refused after due inquiry and visi­
tation, on the ground that the building and means provided 
for the care of the chronic insane were not sufficient and 
proper, subsequently obtained exemption from ~he Legislature. 

In a few counties, little or no improvement has as yet been 
effected, and the old, dilapidated asylum buildings in these, 
with their loathsome and unsightly surroundings, are still in 
use, a blight upon our system of public charities, and a stand­
ing reproach to the counties in which they are situated. 

Attention is invited to the comparative schedule relating 
to the county poor-houses, before referred to, in which the 
condition of the various county asylums for the insane is also 
set forth. 

Fifth. By securing to the .sick in poor-houses prop(Jl" medical treat­
ment and care in separate apartments. 

Among the more common causes of pauperism are the , . 
numerous and varied forms of' bodily ailments. Some of 
these. arise from conditions that are wholly unavoidable, 
while others are entirely self-induced. Certain d~eases 
when neglected assume a chronic character, and fender 
the person totally helpless, but they do not, however, materi­

ally shorten life. Many of these, ,if early subjected to appro­
priate treatment, might be cured. Hence, it is true economy 
to provide promptly and effectually for all ·sick poor, who, 
if neglected, would probably become public burdens. The same 
reasoning which would lead one in comfortable circumstances 

to provide for his own welfare, by securing the best medical 

and surgical aid, applies with equal force when the commu­
nity is concerned. In addition to the ordinary medical 

advice and care extended to the poor, the services of ex­
perts in certain cases could be wisely and profitably brought 

hto requisition. By this means much pauperism, engendered 
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by disease, could be prevented, and many of the now inmates 
of the poor-houses and alms-houses cured, and thus made 
self-supporting. 

In the first examination of these institutions, few or no 
accommodations were foulld for the treatment of the sick. 
These were generally cared for in the rooms they occupied 
when well, and not infrequently in association with the able­
bodied. The only nurses, in most cases, were paupers. Since 

then, hospital apartments have been fitted _ up in a num­
ber of poor-houses; the visits of the physician are more fre­
quent; better diet is furnished, and paid attendants are em­
ployed to overlook and care for the sick; 

Sixth. In efforts to establish a custodial institutzon for unteachable 

idiots and feeble-minded persons. 

The investigations of this Board show that, in all the poor­
houses and alms-houses throughout the State, are congregated 
large numbers of persons of both sexes, not endowed with 
sufficient mental power to protect themselves against the 
rapacity and vice they must encounter in the outside world. 

These have a peculiar claim upon public sympathy and care. 
Women and young girls of this class, when thrown into asso­
ciation with paupers, are q'uite certain to become mothers and 
perpetuate unfortunate beings like themselves. N or are the 

men less likely to participate in the propagation of vice and 
mental infirmity in succeeding generations. It is, therefore, 
clearly the duty of the State to see that the sexes of this class 
are kept separate, and also that they are protected against the 
approaches of those who would take advantage of their weak­

ness. As this cannot be effectually accomplished in the poor­
houses and alms-houses, there seems to be good reason why 

this class, as well as the insane, should be provided for in 
institutions under the control and management of the State. 
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The condition of this class of persons in the poor-houses, has 
been repeatedly noticed in the reports of the Board to the 
Legislature, and the establishment of a proper institution for 
their custody and care urgently recommended. The matter 
received favorable consideration in part from the last Legis­

lature, and an appropriation of $18,000, (chapter 252, Laws of 
1878), was made to open a department for feeble-minded girls. 
and young women, under the direction and control of the 
trustees of the New York Asylum for Idiots. 

Under this act, the trustees of the Asylum, after examining 
several buildings offered, finally effected a temporary lease of 

an unfinished school building, at Newark, Wayne county. 
This is a three story and high basement brick structure, in 
good preservation, pleasently situated, and has capacity for 

about one hundred and forty (140) in!llates. The institution 
was opened in September last, when eighteen (18) cases, whose 
terms of residence had expired, and who ,had no homes, were 
transferred from the Asylum at Syracuse. Up to November 

8, nine (9) cases had been admitted from various county poor­
houses, and applications had been received for the admission 
of some thirty-five (35) more. Attention is invited to the 
report of the trustees of the Asylum, hereto annexed, regard­
ing the institution. 

Seventh. By endeavoring to secure a uniform system of records of 
the inmates of poor-houses and alms-~ouses. 

No department in the administration of charitable relief is 
probably of more importance, than the maintenance of full 
and accurate records respecting those who may come upon 
the public for support. Each person applying for pub!ic aid, 

or for admission to an institution of charity, should be sub­
jected to a rigid and careful examination regarding his 

previous life, and as to the causes that may have operated 
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to induce dependence, whether weakness, misfortune, or 
wrong-doing, and the results be made a matter of enduring 

record, before the relief is granted. This inquiry should, also, 
be extended as to the condition of the immediate living rela­
tives of such person, in order that preventive measures, so 

far as possible, may be taken, if need be, to guard against 

these likewise becoming dependent. Without the exercise of 
such care, officials are likely to be often imposed upon by the 

designing, and the benefactions of ~he public dispensed to im­
proper, profligate and unworthy persons. 

In the examinations of the poor-houses by this Board, it 
was early ascertained that no adequate system of records was 
maintained in any of these institutions. The names of the 

inmates, with the sex, age, etc., in some cases we~e entered in 
a general register or book; in other cases, in a series of books, 
corresponding with the towns of the county. These entries 
were usually made 'i~ a loose and unsatisfactory manner; the 
records were not infrequently allowed to go to waste, and 

little or no interest in the subject was anywhere manifested. 
Moreover, these registers, in many cases, were treated as 
private property, and removed by the outgoing keeper, the 
incoming officer supplying a new one, to be removed in like 
manner upon the expiration of his term. In such cases, the 
only means of dotermining the ages of individual inmates, the 
time they had been in the institution, or other important 

matters in relation to them, was by an appeal, to the keeper, 
or to the recollections of the paupers. 

The facts regarding this matter were brought out, with 

great fullness in the special inquiry into the causes of' pauper­

ism by the Board, in 1874, and were communicated to the 
Legislature in 1875. By the act of tha.t year (chapter 140, 

Laws of 1875), the keepers of poor-houses and alms-houses 
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are required to maintain a uniform system of records in each 
of these institutions, 'and to transmit monthly copies of the 
same to the office of the Board. The forms for such records 

under the act were prescribed and established by the Board, 
and furnished to these several institutions, in substantial and 
securely bound books, properly arranged for indexing and 
ready reference. 

Eighth. By a careful and extended examznation of the sys­

tem of out-door relief for the poor, and by tlte diffusion of 

information'to officials and tlte public upon the subject, calculated 

to secure proper discrimination and greater economy in its adminis­

tration. 

The statutes fully and adequately provide for the relief of 

the poor at their homes, when the disability is likely to be 
only temporary, and also in the case of permanent disability, 
when the person is not in condition to be removed to the 
appropriate institution of charity. This wise and humane 

provision of the statutes, affecting the poor in times of tem­
porary distress, has, under various pretexts, been construed by 
pUbllc officials in this State, so as greatly to change the design 

and purposes of this mode of relief, and substitute in its stead 
a system of continued and permanent out-door support. The 
enormous and' growing evils arising from- this lavish, and 
generally indiscriminate distribution of public beneficence, 
were early brought to the notice of the Board in its investiga­
tions, and the matter, in 1874, was referred to Commissioner 

Dr. M. B. Anderson for inquiry and examination. The sub­

ject commanded his attention largely during that year, and 
the results of his inquiries and examinations were transmitted 
with the report of the Board, (Senate document, No. 15), to the 
Legislature of 1875. 

The exhaustive treatment of this subject in the report of 
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Commissioner Anderson, to which attention is earnestly in­
vited, seems to render further consideration of the matter 

here unnecessary. It may be proper to add that, in the light 
of this report, the system of out-door relief, as then admin­
istered in this State, was found to be injurious and hurt­
ful to the unfortunate and worthy poor, demoralizing in its 

tendencies, a prolific source of pauperism and official cor­
ruption, and an unjust burden upon the public. The matter 
is solely within the control of the local authorities, and the 

evils of the system can be remedied only by an enlightened 
public sentiment, which shall stimulate intelligent, honest and 

upright official action. 

Ninth. By recommending and devising systems of useful, and, 
whenever practicable, profitable labor for the inmates of poor-houses 

and insane asylums, reformatories and other institutions. 

The employment of the inmates of poor-houses, insane 

asylums, and other institutions of charity, in useful and profit­
able labor, is one of the most difficult questions of practical 

solution coming within the purview of public officials. The 
subject has largely commanded the attention of this Board 

from its organizatio~. It has also received consider~tion from 
some superintendents, keepers, and other officers of public 
charity, and considerable advancement, within the past few 

years, has been made by them in the matter. Whatever be 

said or done as to mechanical or other employments, there is 
no difference of opinion in regard to employing the labor of 

paupers and chronic insane in the cultivation of farms and 
gardens. As the labor costs nothing, no reason can be assigned 

for not producing, as far as possible, all the vegetables and 

provisions needed for the establishment, and making the farm 

a model of' good cultivation. 

A Report on t~e subject of Labor in Institutions for the 
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Dependent Classes, by Commissioner Dr. M. B. Anderson, is 
appended to this Report. 

Tenth. By securing to the unsettled poor, temporarily ~'n this State. 

proper treatment and-care, and providing for their removal to places 
of legal settlement, or tQ the custody of friends in other States or 

countries. 

The influx of insane, idiotic, :feeble-minded, and other 
infirm, helpless and distressed persons into this State from 
other States and' countries, and especially from Canada, has 

been a fruitful source of pauperism, and a large and steadily 
increasing charitable burden. The geographical location of 

the State, with its numerous, populous and commercial centers, 
its extended and exposed borders, and the convenient avenues 
of travel leading to it, and its varied and thoroughly organ­
ized system of public and private beneficence, seem to invite 

and stimulate these classes to come among us. A part of 

these, apparently respectable and well-disposed persons, 
enter the State hoping to improve their condition, and 
intending to remain; but a large proportion of even this 
better class, on account of infirmities or inherited tendencies, 
soon fail in their undertakings, and unless encouraged and 
aided in their efforts to maintain themselves, or provided with 

the means to return to their friends, they early come upon the 
public for full and peqnanent support. The mass of the per­
sons referred to, however,' are the enfeebled and waste popula­
tions of other States and countries, who cross our borders as 

paupers, and they often co~e directly from poor-houses or 
other institutions of public charity. 

These various classes, without settlement or fixed habita­

tion in the State, have always been looked upon by superin­
tendents and other officers as unjust burdens upon the coun­
ties; and hence it has usually been the practice to cast them 
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off, or send them from one locality to another, so as to avoid 
the expense of their maintenance and care. To such an 

extent had this evil progressed, before the State assumed the 
guardianship of these classes, that the more intelligent and 
observing superintendents of the poor were of the opinion, that 
full $200,000 was spent annually in this State by public 

officials in thus shifting responsibilities,' still leaving most 

of these persons in the State in nowise improved in their 
condition. In course of time, many of them so enfeebled as 
to preclude their being longer cast off, or sent further, had 

necessarily to be provided for by some locality_ It is clearly 
established, by careful and extended observations, that a very 

considerable portion of the older inmates of our poor-houses 
and alms-houses came into this State fully dependent, or on the 
verge of pauperism, 'and after entailing heavy public burdens 
in their aimless,wanderings, finally became settled upon the 

various counties. 

The facts as to the great and growing evils arising from this 
influx of such large numbers of insane, paupers, and unfortu­
nate and helpless persons into the State, were early discovered 

by the Board, in ib; examinations of the poor-houses, and in 
its interviews with public otlicials, and brought to the atten­

tion of the Legislature. By the act, chapter 661 of the ~aws 
of 1873, these classes are now committed by the county 

superintendents and other officers, direct to certain poor­

houses and alms-houses, designated by the Board. and main­
tained there as the wards of the State, until disposed of as 

their several conditions and circumstances may seem to 

demand. Under this act, they are promptly subjected to the 

most careful and rigid examination regarding their physical 

and mental infirmities, their birth-place, occupation, former 

habits and mode of life; the place of their last residence 
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or legal settlement; the time of their entering the State; 
the purposes they have in view; the whereabouts and condi­

tion of their immediate relatives or friends, if any such exist, 
and 'regarding such other matters as may serve to guide in 
properly disposIng of them; and the results of these examina­
tions are preserved in the office of the Board. 

In the case of the insane, idiotic, and feeble-minded, the 

facts upon these points are secured mainly by correspondence 
with their relatives or friends, orwith the officers ofinstitutions 
from which they may have escaped, when the address of these 
can be learned. This work is conducted by the Secretary and 
involves 'a large amount ~f labor, the extent of which can be 

realized on~y by an examination of the records in the office of 
the Board, regarding this subject. Authority is conferred 

upon the Secretary to cause the removal of any person com­
mitted under this act, upon his request, to his place of legal 

settlement, or to friends willing to support, or to aid in sup­
porting him, whenever. in the Secretary's opinion, the interest 
of the State and the welfare of the person will be promoted 

by the removal. The Secretary is further empowered to 

transfer any insane person so committed to the appropriate 
State asylum for this class; and he may also place any child 
brought under the act, in any orphan asylum in the State, or 
provide for its education, training, maintenance and care, in 
a family by indenture, a1option, or otherwise, as he may deem. 
suitable and proper. 

This act went into full effect October 20, 1873. The 
number of commitmen~s under the act to the various desig­
nated poor-houses and alms-houses, from that date to Septem­
ber 30, 1878, was three thousand. eight hundred and forty-' 
three (3,843). Of these, three thousand two hundred and 
thirty-one (3,231) were males, and six hundred and twelve 

3 
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(612) females. The changes that occurred during this period 

were as follows: Eight hundred and ninety-seven (897) uron 
recovery from their infirmity or sickness, have been discharged 
and permitted to go at large, and these in most instances have 
thereafter provided for themselves; forty-three (43) have 
been secured situations in families or at labor, thus relieving 
the public of the burden of their support; three hundred and 
sixty (360) have absconded, and but few of these have given 
further trouble; twenty-nine (2g) have been transferred to 

asylums and other appropriate institutions, of whom fifteen 

(15) have since been variously disposed of; ninety-two (92) 
have died; and two thousand two hundred and ninety-six 
(2,296) have been furnished transportation, and forwarded in 
many instances in the charge of an attendant, to their places 

of legal settlement, or to friends in other States and countries. 
This left one hundred and forty (140) under care September 
30, 1878, of whom one hundred and twenty-six (126) were 
in the several designated poor-houses and alms-houses, eight 
(8) in institutions for the insane, and six (6) in various 

Qrphan asylums. This work, including .the board, clothing 

and medical attendance of these persons, and the disburse­
ments for forwarding them to their respective destinations 
has been catried on at an annual cost not exceeding $23,000, 
or about $30 for each person thus brought under care. 

It is hardly possible to compute accurately the saving 
effected under this act in the care of these classes. It seems 

quite certain, however, judging from their condition when first 

brought under notice, that at least four hundred (400) of 

those each year brought under care, without such aid, would 
have wholly broken down in the State, and thus permanently 

burdened the various counties. To maintain them it would 
cost the counties, at the lowest attainable rate consistent 
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with their proper care, $100 each, annually,or in the aggregate 
$40,000, a capital representing the income of $800,000 at five 
per cent per annum. This burden would constantly and 
steadily increase, and in the end assume enormous pro­

portions, both in the financial and social bearings. 

The former method of dealing with these classes, by almost 
constant transfer from county to county, it thus appears was 
vicious and expensive, a gross perversion ofthe objects and pur­
poses of public benevolence, a grievou~ wrong to the persons 

seeking the relief, and in all respects injurious and unsatisfactory 
in its results. Its evils, the steady growth of many years, are 
still largely felt in most of the counties, and can only pass 
away in the death of these unfortunate and helpless persons, 
who, from time to time, and under varied circumstances, have 

been thus thrown upon them for support. Attention is invited 
to the operations of the act for the past year, which here­
after appears in this report. Schedule Number Two, here­
with appended (prepared by the Secretary), gives the facts 
regarding a large nUIll ber of cases of the various classes, 

which have been relieved and provided fo~ under the act. 

ADVANTAGES OF PREVENTIVE MEASURES AGAINST PAUPERISM. 

It seems quite evident, from this review of the work of the 
Board, that a large propor~ion of pauperism may be pre~ 
vented, and much of it cured, by a careful study of its causes, 

and the application of appropriate remedies. These reme­
dies are trebly beneficial: First, they confer independence 

and self-respect upon the unfortunate; second, they re­

lieve the tax-payer from the burden of their maintenance; 

and third, they convert the pauper into a productive mem­
ber of society. While they thus commend themselves to 
the study of all citizen~ of the State, on the ground of pecu­
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niary interest, they have also higher and more noble objects. 
The general tone of society, and its moral obligations, enjoin 
the oversight and kindly treatment of the poor; but if unskill­

fully or indiscriminately applied, it injures its recipient, mul­
tiplies the number of dependent and vicious, and may even 
undermine the frame-work of society itself. An eminent 
Engllsh writer, Professor Fawcett, speaking of indiscriminate 

relief to the poor of England, says, that by such a system, 

"pauperism engende::ed pauperism, and the process went on 
with accumulating force." Hence the problem is one of the 
most important subjects for the philanthropist and practical 

statesman. In this country, its consideration is comparatively 

new; but it is daily forced more urgently upon us, as our 

population increases. 

The important facts bearing upon the sources of pauperism 
in this State, were more fully and clearly brought out and 
established than ever before in this country, by the special 

inquiry upon the subject by the Board in 1874, the results of 

which (Senate document, No. 22), were carefully collated and 
communicate~ to the Legislature of 1877: By this inquiry, 
the several inmates of the various poor-houses and alms­

houses of the State, were in turn subjected to the most 

thorough and careful examination regarding their birth-place, 
and the birth of their parents; their early education, disci­
pline, ,industrial training, habits and occupation; the age at 
which they became dependent, and the time they had been 
in poor-houses or other institution of charity; the condition 

of their ancestors and immediate. relatives; going back two 

generations; and upon all other matters. connected with 
their life, designed to throw light upon the causes of the 

depE'ndcnce, and also as to its probable duration. The llum­

ber of the then inmates of the poor-houses and alms-houses 
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of the State, who had reached the condition of dependence 
from causes beyond their control, was found to be exceedingly 
small. On the contrary, the mass, from their own confessions, 
had been reduced to p'auperism by idleness, i.mprovidence, or 
some form of vicious arid debasing indulgence. In numerous 

cases, these vices and weaknesses were clearly traceable to 
hereditary tendencies, against the spread of which, no ade­
quate. measnres had been adopted.. Nor were the hopes of 
recovery from the pauperism by any means promising, full 

eighty per cent cJf those then' in the poor-houses being re­
garded as permanent dependents. It is quite evident, there­
fore, if we are to arrest the progress of pauperism, it must 

be mainly by the employment of proper. correctional 
agencies before the person crosses the threshold of the poor­

house. 
According to well-established tables upon the subject, 

the average duration of human life is set down at about 
thirty-two (32) years. The financial advantages of saving a 
single person from pauperism may, therefore, be readily 

reckoned. The yearly expense of maintenance and care can­
not fall short of $100. Thus, at this low estimate, the person, 
if thrown upon the public at birth, will in the end cost the 
community $3,200. The value of the labor, if trained to 

some productive industry, should also be taken into con­
sideration in forming a proper estimate of the loss to society 
in consequence of such pauperism. If, as there is great 
danger, the person becomes a vagrant or thief, or the progenitor 
of a numerous and enfeebled or vicious progeny, the injuries 

sustained by the community are much larger; in fact they can 
scarcely be computed. In this view, the cost of providing a 
home for a pauper child, or of preventing or curing pauperism 
in many cases of adults, is trifling and insignificant, when 



38 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

compared with the exp~nse of their maintenance and care 
through life as dependents. 

FINANCIAL INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

As before stated, the efforts of the Board heretofore have 

been mainly directed to the examination of .the methods of 

treatment and care bestowed upon the beneficiaries of the 

State, with the view of correcting any wrongs and abuses that 

may have existed, and recommending and securing measures 

of improvement and reform. It has, however, investigated 

the financial condition of institutions whenever any serious 

and definite charges from responsible sources have been made 

against their conduct and management~ As growing out of 

these investigations, and especially the investigation into the 

management and affairs of the New York State Institution for 

the Blind, at Batavia, in 1877, the report relating to w.hich 

was transmitted to the Legislature of 1878 (Senate document, 

No. 19), the Board has reached ce!'tain conclusions regarding 

the financial management of institutions founded by the State, 

the current expenses of which are-met by appropriations from 

the public treasury, and recommended as follows: 

1. A radical change in the methods of accounting by such 

institutions, with a view to protect the State against fraud, and 

also to induce greater care and economy in the modes of mak­

ing purchases. The Board has matured a detailed system of 

returns from eac~ of such institutions, and will hereafter require 

them to be periodically furnished. By this means it will 
obtain the quantity and kind of all articles used in the several 

State institutions, the prices respectively paid for each, and 

the aggregate cost of the supplies. 

2. That all State institutions issue frequent circulars, asking 

of a number of responsible wholesale dealers, proposals for the 
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various supplies needed for the institution, giving prices and 

samples, so that goods can be purchased in the open market 

at the lowest wholesale price. By this means the superinten­

dent and trustees will be relieved from undue solicitation from 

dealers, and will secure supplies advantageously to the State, 

while the purchasing officer will be protected from suspicion. 

This practice was adopted nearly two years ago by the superin­

tendent ofthe Willard Asylum for the Insane, and it is said that 

a conRiderahle saving in the purchases has thus been effected. 

3. rrhat all applications for appropriations for the erection, 

alterations or changes in buildings, improvements of grounds, 

or for any other pu'rpose other than usual expenses, be re-. 

ferred to this Board for examination and report, before such 

appropriation is marIe. Such a' course would be in accordance 

with the act creating the Board (section 7, chapter 951, of the 

Laws of 1867). This provision of the statute has been complied 

with in a few cases only, but in every such instance, it is 

believed, with good results. 

WORK OF THE BOARD THE PAST YEAR. 

During the past year the Board, by its committees, or by 

one or more of its members or officers, ha::; visited and 

inspected the State charitable institutions generally. The 

several Commissioners, either alone or accompanied by the 

Secretary or Assistant Secretary, have visited and examined 

most of the county poor-houses and alms-houses in their res­

pective districts, and have also devoted considerable time to 

the visitation of other charities, and to conferences with boards 

of supervisors, superintendents of the poor and other county 

officers upon matters connected with the various localities. 

A list of the more important of these visits and conferences, 

and the. visits of the 8ccretary in the examinations of State 
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paupers, will be- found in Schedule Number Three, hereto 

annexed, and report~ from individual members are also ap­

pended. A list of the meetings of the Board with the names 

of the members in attendance at each, as required by the 
statute, appear in Schedule Number Four, annexed to this 
report. 

BUSINESS OF THE OFFICE. 

The office work of the Board sfeadily increases each year. 
The keeping of the records regarding State paupers, the col­
lecting 'and tabulating returns from the various State institu­

tions, poor-houses and other charities, and the conducting of 

an extended correspondence, involves a large amount of labor, 
the extent of which cp,n only be realized by an examination 
of the files of the office. The correspondence regarding State 

paupers is chiefly conducted by the Secretary; the other work 
mainly by the Assistant Secretary. 

The importance of obtaining the reports of the various 

charitable institutions of this and other States and countries, 

was early felt by the Board. Accordingly, the members and 
officers of the Board, from its organization, have endeavol'ed, 
as far as possible, to collect such reports and place them on 

the files of the office. During the past year spedal efforts 
have been made by the Assistant Secretary to ~omplete these 

files. This work, involving a great amount of labor, is 

nearly finished, and the reports have been bound or other­
wise arranged for convenient and ready reference. 

These reports contain a ll,l.rge amount of information regard­

ing pauperism, insanity and other subjects coming under tho 

purview of the Board, which will prove highly valuable in its 
futura labors. As they are of convenient access, they will 
supply a great public need to the Legislature, and other de­
partments of the State government. 
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EXPENDITURES FOR BUILDINGS FOR PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

Assuming the obligation of the State to provide for the 

insane and dependent classes, it clearly becomes its duty to see 

that snch provision is made in accordance with their several 

necessities, and with due regard to pu~ic economy. The item 

for furnishing shelter for these classes enters so largely into 

the gross outlay for benevol~nt objects, that the matter becomes 

an important subject for inquiry and examination. The 

acknowledged extravagance in the construction or" many 

buildings erected for charitable purposes, by the State, arises 

partly from a lack of appreciation of the real needs of the 

public beneficiaries, but more generally from the operation 

of local influences, in the desire to secure to the vicinity, 

magnificent and costly structures at the public expense. 

The various redipients of public beneficence may be prop~rly 

divided into two classes, viz.: the curable, or those likely to be 

restored to society under proper treatment, and thus rendered 

self-sustaining; and the incurable, or permanently dependent. 

The needs of these two classes differ widely. For the first, a 

greater outlay for buildings, securing extended classification 

and hospital conveniences, becomes necessary; and sound public 

policy, as well as considerations of humanity, warrant the 

employment of .such remedial and corrective agencies as are 

designed to effect recovery. The second, or incurable class, 

require custodial accommodations only, and the buildings for 

these should be designed at the Im'Yest possible cost consistent 

with their proper oversight and care. TheEe buildings should 

be plain, comfortable and durable, and properly adapted to 

their purposes, but without ornamentation or embellishment 

There would seem to be no good reason why the build­

ings for the greater portion of the dependent popUlation should 
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be better, or should exceed in cost per capita the average cost 

per capita of the homes of the self-supporting classes, whose 

industries and energies are taxed in providing for the pub­
lic necessitIes. Any considerable expenditure for this pur­
pose, beyond these simple requirements, becomes burdensome, 

and by rendering dependence too attractive, serves to encourage 

a desire for continuous residence and constant support on the 

part ofthose who accept public aid, and thereby extends pau­

perIsm. 

In the location of buildings for ch::tritable purposes, great 

foresight and care should be exercised in the selection of the 

sites. The acceptance by the State of subsidies or gifts from 

individuals and communjtics, conditioned upon the location 

of sites for charitable institutions, has sometimes led to the 

selection of inferior lands without reference to water supply, 

sanitary surroundings, or other important and essential requi­

sites. In the end, large sums have to be expended to 

secure these objects, which might have been obtained at tri­

fling cost when the selection was made, and the gift to the 

State, instead of lessening its burdens, proves expensive and 

unprofitable. In relation to the future selection of s~tes, and 

the erection of buildings for charitable purposes by the State. 

the Board has reached the following conclusions: 

1. The State in no event should accept any gratuity or gift 

from any individual or community, conditioned upon the 

location of the site of any of its public charities. For this 

purpose it should seek the open market, acquire the site by 

purchase, and enter upon its work untrammeled and unembar­

rassed by local complication,"1. A temporary advantage may 

probably often be secured to the State by the acceptance of 

such gifts, but the final results almost invariably prove expen­

sive, vexatious and unprofitable. 
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2. The site should be chosen so as best to accommodate 
the district whose wants the charity is designed to meet, an~ 
due care should be exercised as to the water supply, proper 
surroundings, sanitary and other important conditions. When 
farm lands are needed for the purposes of the institution, the 

most productive in the vicinity, and those especially adapted 
to gardening and pasturage should be selected. It is highly 
important at the same time to secure sufficient lands, not only 
for the-present purposes,_but' also to meet any probable future 

requirements of the institution. 
3. No appropriation should be made for the erection of 

public charities until the pl::ms and specifications of the build­
ings have been fully perfected, and detailed and careful 
estimates of their cost submitted. These biIildings should be 
simple, plain and inexpensive, with every needed comfort 
and .convenience, and be carefully adjusted to the wants 

of the class for which they are specially designed. When 
these precautions are neglected, the buildings too often prove 
to be poorly adapted to their objects, and the cost of con­
struction generally largely exceedil public expectation. 

Whenever the expenses of a true charity are in excess of 
the real needs of those whom it is designed to relieve, it 
becomes a burden to the people, checks the growth of public 
benevolence, and serves to retard the progress of charitable 
work. The importance of this subject has frequently been 
referred to in the reports of the Board, and it is again 
earnestly commended to the consideration of the Legislature. 

PROVISION FOR EPILEPTICS. 

The subject of providing for the care and treatment of 
epileptics has long attracted wide. attention, but thus far 
little has been accomplished regarding the matter, either in 
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this or III other countries. The regulations of most of the 

insane asylums exclude this class from their benefits, yet con­

siderable numbers of them, from time to time, under various 

pretex~s, gain admission to these institutions. That epileptics 

need intelligent oversight and care, equally with the insane, 

both on account of their helplessness and dangerous tenden­

cies, is fully and very generally recognized. The disease, 

although not offering large hopes of recovery, is subject to 

the influences of remedial agencies; and it would appear to 

be wise economy, therefore, suitably to provide for the treat­

ment of this class, as the disease early desfroys the capacity 

for self-maintenance, and, in the case of the poor, soon induces 

pauperism. The hereditary tendency of the disease is also 

clearly established, and it would seem incumbent upon the 

. State, in consequence, to institute positive measures to protect 

society against its spread. 

The number of epileptics at present in the poor-houses and 

alms-houses of the State is about three hundred (300). The 

only special provision for them is in connection with the 
Lunatic Asylum of New York city, on Blackwell's Island, to 

which a pavilion ward has been added and set apart for their 

use. In the other alms-houses and poor-houses, this cla-ss are 

in the association of the insane or mingle with the ordinary 

pa\lpers. They are here often subjected to indignity and 

abuse, and in return not infreqUfmtly inflict severe and lasting 

injuries on other in?lates. 

This condition of epileptics in the poor-houses and alms­

"houses, together with the fact that large numbers of the same 

class, owing to lack of proper public accommodations for their 

care, are held in families, and often in the homes of the poor, 

would seem to demand the adoption by the State of immedi­

ate measures of relief. What form of relief these measures 
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should take, the Board do not feel called upon to decide, as 
wide differences ?f opinion prevail among specialists upon the 
subject. While some of these strongly favor distinct institu­
tions lor this class, ot.hers hold that they may be properly pro­
vided for in separate wards in connection with the numerous 

asylums for the insane. The first plan would effectually 
accomplish the end desired, and probably afford great relief 

to the insane, asylums, but the expense which it would neces­
sarily involve is urged against its adoption. On the other 
hand, it is claimed that equally beneficial results might be 
attained by the second plan, and at a comparatively moderate 
outlay. ~he great importance of the subject certainly com­
mends it to the thoughtful and earnest consideration of the 
Legislature. 

ALIEN PAUPERS. 

That our poor-houses and alms-houses have long sheltered 
alien p:,tupers, was fully disclosed by the first examination of 
these institutions by this Board in 18G8, and. the' fact G01ll4 

municated to the Legislature. The matter was more thor­
oughly exposed, however, by the special inquiry into the 

causes of pauperism, in 1874, reference to which has heretofore 
been made. In that year the subjcet, at the request of the 
Board, was talon up by Commissioner Dr. M. B. And.erson, 
who gave much time and attention to the matter. His inqui­
ries led to the conclusion, that full ten per cent of the foreign 
population 

\ 

then in our poor-houses and alms-houses were 
alienI'!. A part of these had reached our State through the 
port of New York, a part by way of other ports, but by far 
the greater portion, it appeared, had entered the State from 
Canad'a, along our extended northern border. It wa§.. also 
clearly established by this inquiry, that large numbers of these 
were chronic paupers, shipped fraudulently to this country by 
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the parishes to which they belonged, or by relatives or friends. 
upon whom they were dependent. The condition of the 
International Law of public treaties then in force, and the-~ 

legislative and judicial decisions bearing upon the importation 
of foreign paupers, idiotic, insane persons and criminals, was 

carefully examined and in<luired into, and an extended paper 
upon the subject was prepared for the Board by Professor J. 
N. Pomeroy, of Rochester. The report of Commissioner: 
Anderson, and the paper of Professor Pomeroy were trans-' 

mitted with the annual report of the Board (Senate Doc. No.­
15), to the Legislature of 1875. 

The thorough and extended exhibit of this sabject by Com'::' 
missioner Anderson, in 1874, leaves but little to add here 
regarding the matter. It may suffice to say that this State 
still suffers from the influx of foreign paupers, idiotic, insan~ 
and criminals, and that the evil has assumed proportions of 
great magnitude, and is steadily on the increase. The decision 

of t)le Supreme Court of the United States in 1875, denying 

the authority of a State to levy a per capita tax upon immi­
grants, has largely impaired the efficiency of the Commission­
ers of Emigration in protecting the State against the encroach­
ment of these classes. The appropriations to the Commission­

ers apply only to immigrants who may have landed at the 
port of New York prior to the decision referred to, thus 
leaving them without funds to return recent cases, or those 

who reach our borders through other ports, or by the way of 

Canada. 
The only protection to the Stnie now against the encroach­

ments of these classes is tha,t afforded by the act regardinK 

State paupers (chap. 661 of the Laws of 1873), but the appro~ 
priations under this act are not sufficient to fully accomplish 

the object. Unde~ this act, considerable numbers of alien 
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paupers are ~ach year returned to the places of their nativity, 

when evidence is furnished that they have relatives or friends 

there able to provide for them, or when there is good reason 

to believe they have been wrongfully shipped to this country. 

The number who might be thus returned could, be greatly 

increased were the appropriations under this act made ade­

quate to the purpose. For such an enlargement of the appro­

priation, the Board would respectfully ask, believing that the 

additional expe~diture would produce a great saving to the 

State. In this way the State would, in most cases, be relieved 

of their permanent care, and, the burden of their support. 

placed where it justly belongs. The authority thus to dispose 

of these classes is clearly established by the paper of Professor~ 
Pomeroy, before referred to, upon the subject. 

The immigrant who comes to our shores for the purposes of 

settlement and citizenship is entitled to, and should receive, 

the same protection, and in case of disability the same treat­

ment and care, as allowed to persons native born. There 

seems to ,be no good reason, however, why we should be bur­

dened with the pauper and criminal populations of other 

countries, who drift aimlessly upon our shores, or are design­

edly thrust upon us. Those of this class, who are in condition 

to endure the voyage, should be promptly sent back to the 

country whence they carne. The expense of providing for a 

single case in a poor-house or alms-house one year would be 

equal to the cost of thus returning five of these persons. If 

we were to adopt this course, the practice so long in vogue in 

Europe of shipping their paupers, idiots, insane and criminals 

to America, it is believed, would very soon cease. 
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STATE PAUPERS. 

The number of State paupers on hand October 1, 1877, 
was one hundred and six (106); and the number committed 
from that date to September 30, 1878, one thousand one 

hundred and twenty 0,120). This gives a total of one thou­
sand two hundred and twenty- six (1,226) provided for during 
the year. Of these, two hundred and sixty (260), upon 

recovery, were discharged and permitted to g9 at large; eight 
(8) w~re placed in situations; one hundred and three (103) 

absconded; two (2) were transferred to other institutions; 
six hundred and eighty-four (684) were providedtransporta­
tion to their places of legal settlement, or to friends willing 
to support them in other States or countries; and twenty-five 
(25) died. This left one hundred and forty (140) under care 
Septemb~r 30, 1878, as follows: In the various designated 
State alms-houses, one hundred and twenty-six (126); in the 
Willard Asylum for Insane, seven (}); in the State Homceo­

paihic Asylum, one (1); in the St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum, 
at Buffalo, three (3); in the Infant Asylum, at Buffalo, one (1); 

and -in the Ontari9 Orphan Asylum, at Canandaigua, two (2). 
The number of State paupers commit"ted each year since 

the act went into operation (October 20, 1873), is shown by 

the following statement: 

Female.::\1"lc" I Total. 

(;13For the year ending SeptembCl' 30, lS74 •••••.•.... 50 503 
537For the year ending September 3v, 1875 ........... 
 88 655 

For the year ending Septembm' 30, ]876 ........... 
 514 119 633 
For the year enlling SeptcmheJ' 3:1, IS77 .. _.. ...... i07 }(j5 872 

!)~OFor the year ending September 30, 1878 • _........ _ 
 1nO "1,l20 

Aggregate ... . .... ...... ..... .... .... .... .... 3,231 612 ~ 
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It will be seen by this statement that the commitments the 
past year were considerably in excess of those of previous 
years. This is due, in part, to a more general understanding 
of the objects and purposes of the act by public officials. The 
designation of the Monroe County poor-house in 1877, for the 

reception of State paupers, has been a gfe~t accommodation 
to the officers of several adjacent and surrounding counties, 
and the law since then has, in consequence, been generally 
executed in those counties. Until within a short time, the 
authorities of New York city have made but few commitments 
under the act. During the past year, however, the law has 
been more thoroughly enforced in that city, and the increase 
in the number of commitments is, therefore, largely due to 

this fact. 
The names and location of the several State alms-houses, 

and the number of State paupers each have agreed to provide 

for, appear in Table No: 30 .. 
Table No. 31 shows the commitments to each of these State 

alms-fouses, and the changes which have taken place from 
October 22, 1873, to September 30, 1878. 

A classification of the ages of the State paupers committed 
to the several State alms-houses will be found in Table No. 32. 

In Table' No. 33 the changes that have occurred in the 

several State alms-houses. during the year ending September 
30, 1878, are stated. 

Table No. 34 gives tne years in which the State paupers on 
hand September 30, 1878, were committed. 

The operations of this act, and the benefits derived from it, 
have been so fully set forth in the prece,ding pages of this 
report, that no further reference to the subject here is deemed 
necessary. A good understanding exists between the Board 
and the officers of the various State alms-houses, and their aid 

4 
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has been of great vn,lue in the work of investigation. It may 

be proper to ad.d. that the results of the law the past year have 
proved equally satisfactory with those of former years. 

PROVISION FOR THE CIIRONIC INSANE. 

According to the returns of the respective officers, there 
were eight thousand six hundred and eighty-eight (8,688) 
insane in the various institutions of this State, November 30, 

1878. Of these, eight 'thousitnd two hundred and forty-two 
(8,242) were in public, and four hundred and forty-six (446) 
in privn,te institutions. The following statement shows 
the institutions in which these insane were Ulider care; and, 

also, the number of insane in the same institutions, November 
30, 1877: 

1. In the State institutions for the acute insane: 
IS77. 1878. 

St.ate Lunatic Asylum, at Utica.................. ...... ...... 579 607 
Hudson River State Hospital, at Poughkeepsie.......... 232 232 
State Homrnopathic Asylum, at Middletown ..••.••.•..•• 123 146 

Total... .•.......... ....•. .•..•. ...••. ....•. ....•. ...••• •.... 934 985 


2. In institutions that provide for both acute and chronio 
insane, under special legislation: 

1877- 1878. 

Ne,v York city asylums......................................... 2,366 2,658 

Kings County Lunatic Asylum................... ............ 918 1,004 

Monroe County Lunatic Asylum .......................... :.. 164 182 


Total ....................................................... 3,448 3,844 


3. In institutions exclusively for the chronic .insane : 
18.7. 1878. 

Willard Asylum, at Willard..... ........... ........ ...... ..... 1,265 1,395 

In various city alms-houses. ............ ........... ........ .... 18 12 

In county poor-houses and county asylums .......... ..... 1,723 1,902 


Total ........................................................ 3,006 3,309 


4. In the Asylum for Insane Criminals, 
1877. 1878. 

At Auburn (estimated for 1878) ............................. 104 lOi 
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5. In private asylums: 
18i7. 187R. 

Bloomingdale Asylum, New york........................... 169 186 

Sandford Hall, Flushing (L. I.)...... ...•... ..... ............ 28 25 

Brigham Hall, Canandaigua.............. ...... ...... .......• 61 60 

Marshall Infirmary, Troy...................................... 102 106 

Providence Lunatic Asylum, Buffalo (estimated for 1878).... 69 69 


Total............... .............................. ...... ..... 429 446 


1877. 1878. 
Aggregate..........................................................~, 921 8,688 


It will be seen by t9-is statement that the total increase of 
insane in the State, the past year, in the custody of institu· 

tions, was seven hundred and sixty-seven (767). Of this in­
crease fifty-one (51) occurred in the asylums for theacute insane; 
three hundred and ninety-six (396) in institutions having the 

care of both the acute and chronic classes, and three hundred 
and three (303) in institutions devoted wholly to the chronic 
Insane. The increase of this class at the Willard Asylum was 
one hundred and thirty (130); and in the various county 
poor-houses and county asylums one hundred and seventy­
nine (179). 

Of the insane in county poor-houses and county asylums, 

one thousand and eighty-four (1,084) were in counties exempt 
from the operation of the Willard Asylum act, by this Board, 
under chapter 713 of the Laws of 1871. This leaves eight 
hundred and eighteen (818) chronic insane in the poor-houses 
still to be provided for. These insane are generally held in 
counties whic~ thus far have failed to make adequate pro­
vision for their care, anticipating that the State would 
extend its accommodations in accordance with the act creating 
the Willard Asylum, and requiring the counties to send this 

class of insane to that institution. The authorities of most 
of these counties are greatly embarrassed on account of the 
lack of State accommodations; and in some of the counties 
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the distressed condition of the chronic insane demands imme­

diate relief. These facts and considerations have already 

been submitted to the Governor, at his request, and enforced 

by his presentation in his annual message. 

The creation of the Willard Asylum (chapter 342 of the 

Laws of 18(5) grew out of the neglect and abuses which had 

long existed, in the poor-houses of the State, in the manage­

ment and care of' the chronic insane. This act clearly and 

fully recognizes the, policy of State supervision and care for 

the chronic insane, and also contemplates the final removal 

of all of this class from the poor-houses. The Willard Asylum 

was opened in December, 1869. The poor-houses then con­

tained about fifteen hundred (1,500) chronic insane. Since 

that time, to November 30, 1878, two thousand one hundred 

and seventy-six (2,176) of this class of insane have been trans­
ferred fr~m the counties to that institution.. As will be seen 

by the preceding statement, there still remains one thousand 

nine hundred and two (1,902) chronic insane in tIle county 

institutions, of whom eight hundred and eighteen (818) are in 

counties which have made no proper accommodations for 

their treatment and care. The question, therefore, urgently 

presses itself, what provision shall be made for this large and 

steadily increasing number of chronic insane now in the 

coun~y poor-houses? This subject, in the opinion of the 

Board, is the most importa.nt in the line of public benevolence, 

coming within the purview of the Legislature, and calls for 

immediate action. 

The results attained by the counties in the care of the 

chronic insane have not, upon the whole, been satiBfactory 

to the Boa.rd. The number of insane in most of the coun­

ties is too small to warrant the erection of suitable buildings, 

and the employment of proper attendants for this purpose. 

http:importa.nt
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The frequent changes of officers, and the false views of econ­
omy which usually prevail in counties, operate against any 

systematic plan for the overRight and care of the insane, and 
it is only by persistent and continued efforts that a proper 
standard can be maintained. To effect this, frequent visits 
to the counties become necessary, intercourse must be kept 
up with boards of supervisor~ and county superintendents, and 
constant attention directed to the subject. 

In view of all the facts in the case, it is the opinion of this 
Board that the chronic insane cannot only be better, but 
more economically provided for in State institutions than 
under county management. The large numbers that may be 
brought under a single management, in such institutions, 
operate to reduce the cost of maintenance to the lowest possible 
rate; and the income from their labor systemized, as it may 

be under proper supervision, tends also greatly to reduce the 
expense. This has been forcibly illustrated during the past 
year at the Willard Asylum. The Legislature of 1877 pro­
vided for the purchase of two hundred (200) acres of additional 
lands for that institution, and it was consumated in July of 
that year, after the property, at the 'request of the Comptroller, 
had been carefully examined and the purchase recommended 
by a committee of this Board. The importance of this pur­
chase is fully shown by the experience of the past year. From 
the returns of the Steward of the Asylum, it appears that the 

avails of this f~rm, for the year, amounted to $5,185.33. This 
amount was applied towards the suppo~t of the patients of the 
asylum, and the managers have been enabled in consequence 
to reduce the charges for patients to the counties from $2.80 

to $2.60 per week. It should be added that the labor upon 
this farm, with th~ exception of one hired man, was performed 
wholly by the insane. 

http:5,185.33
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The Willard Asylum Act (section 10) is mandatory upon 
the superintendents of the poor, and requires them to scml 
the chronic insane to that institution. This would seem 10 

relieve tI,o counties from any further action in the matter, and 

fix the responsibility of providing fJr this class of insane upon 
the 'State. The superintendents of the counties that had not 
already provided buildings for, the chronic insane have 

promptly complied with the requirements of this act, and 
transferred their insane to the asylum as, fast a;; room has 

been offered. It is belioved that the authorities of several of 

the counties, exempt by the Board from the operation of the 
'Willard Asylum Act, would also avail themselves of State 
accommodations for this class, if such were provided. The 

exemptions, in most instances, have been looked upon as tem­
porary expedients only, to pass away when the State shall 
have completed its work in this direction. 

Accepting the obligation of the State to continue the policy 
of the Willard Asylum Act, so as to accommodate all of the 

chronic insane in State in~titutions not suitably provided for 
by the counties, various methods suggest themselves by which 

this object may be attained: 
I. By the further extension of the buildings of the Wil­

lard Asylum. This institution is thoroughlly orgn.nized and 

funy officered, and judging by its success thus far, it is 

believed that its operations would in no wise be embarrassed 

by assuming the care of an additional number of insane. 
2. An additional means of relieving this pressing demand 

for the chronic insane, is in the conversion of the State Ine­

briate Asylum, at Binghamton, to this purpose. In 1867, 
under authority of the Legislature, the property was deeded, 

by the managers, to the State. The institution is under the 
control of trustees appointcd by the Governor and Senate, and 



55 

the salaries of the medical officers are defrayed from the 

State treasury. The expenses for furnishing, improvement of 

the grounds, etc., have also been chiefly met from public sources. 

The act reorganizing the institution (chapter 625 of the 

Laws of 1873) was designed to extend 'its benefits mainly to 
public patients. It has, however, almost entirely failed to 

accomplish this object. The ,~hole number of persons treated 

in the institution the past year was one hundred and seventy­

three (173), of whom one hundred and forty-four (144) were 

private, and twenty-nine (29) public patients. The average 

nnmber of private patients was forty-one (41); public patients, 

eleven (11); the average weekly cost ofmaintenance was $13.66 ; 

the weekly charges to the counties for public patients was $7. 

Of the private patients, sixty-five (05) were from this State, 

seventy-two (72) from other States, two (2) from the Distri~t of 

Columbia, four (4) from Canada, and one (1) from Scotland. 

This scale of expenditure is such as to deter the counties 

from sending patients to the institntion, and the county 

authorities generally show but little or no interest in its opera­

tions. The institution is, therefore, in no sense a public charity, 

and without. calling in qU8sLion the beneficent intentions of 

its founders, or the subject of the treatment of inebriety, its 

results, it is earnestly submitted, have not been such as to 

encourage the State to continue the work. As at present 

conducted, the State provides the buildings, keeps them in 

repair, furnishes the medical attendance-in brief, pCl:forms all 

of its obligations, as in the case of a public charity, while its 

benefits accrue almost wholly to those who in no sense are the 

objects of State beneficence. In view of this fact, it is belieyed 

that sound public policy demands the reorganization of the 

institution, and its conversion to other purposes. 

The asylum bl}-ilding is a massive st.one euifice, composed of 
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a centre and two lateral wings, three stories in height above 
the basement, and presents a front of three hundred and sixty­
five feet. This building, with a very moderate expenditure 

to complete the north wing, would suitably acommodate 
I 

about three hundred (300) chronic insane. Its administra­

tion offices are ample, and with slight modifications the ki tchen, 
dining and laundry apartments could be made sufficient and 
proper for this number. The site is elevated, pleasant !lnd 
healthy, the grounds are well laid out, and the water supply 
is abundant and enduring. The farm is well adapted to cul­
tivation and pasturage, and this would be of great benefit in 

utilizing the labor of the insane, an~ thus reducing the cost of 
maintenance. The location would greatly acommodate a 

district now largely burdened with chronic insane, and for 
whom little or no provision exists except in poor-houses. 

Attention is invited to the report of a committee of this 
Board, upon the subject, hereto annexed. 

3. If there should be found any obstacles to the use of the 

Inebriate Asylum for the purpose indicated, additional ac­
commodations might be made for the chronic insane by 

the erection of detached buildings in connection with the 
several State institutions now devot~d wholly to the 
treatment of acute insane. Buildings of this character have 
been in use at the Willard Asylum for several years, and they 

have pl~oved to be entirely adequate for this class. Such 

buildings, combining every needed comfort and convenience 
for the chronic insane, may be erected of brick, at a cost, 
probably, not exceeding $300 for each per~on. For certain 
mild. and harmless cases, wooden pavilion buildings might 

very properly be substituted. 

With such detached buildings upon the farms of each of 

the existing State asylums. the chronic insane of their dis­
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tricts could be suitably provided for there, at the rate charged 
at the Willard l}.sylum, and this would be satisfactory to the 
counties. The expense of transfers from one asylum to 
another, which is no inconsiderable sum, would also be saved by 
this plan. At the same time, it would secure to the chronic 
insane proper supervision and care, and the oversight and 
medical services of officers familiar with their diseases. 

During the past year a committee of this Board visited the 
Hudson River State Hospital, at Poughkeepsie, anu had an' 

interview with the trustees and superintendent of that insti­
tution upon the subject of erecting detached buildIngs, so as 
to enable it to retain and provide for its chronic insane. The 

matter was favorably considered by the officers of the hospital, 
and thought to be entirely practicable. The farm offers good 
facilities for the employment of a limited number of this class, 
and its area might, at any time, be extended should it become 
necessary. The location would greatly' accommodate the dis­
trict in which the hO'lpital is situated, and the end could be 
accomplished, as has been stated, at a very moderate outlay. 

STEUBEN COUNTY POOR-HoUSE. 

A notable event in the past year, which the Board would 
feel remiss in its duty if not specially noticed, was the destruc­

tion of a portion of the Steuben County Poor-house by fire. 
The lack of suitable btiildings for the poor of this county has 
attracted the attention of this Board, and been the subject of 

reports to the Legislature, in numerous instances, as follows: 
Second Annual neport, Senate Document No. 61 of 1869, 
pages 158, 159 and 160; Fourth Annual Report, Senate Doc­

ument No. 70 of 1871, page 74; Eighth Annual Report, Sen­
ate Document No. 15 of 1875, page 234; Tenth Annual 
Report, Senate Document No. 22 of 1877, page 259. 
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A t the request of the Board, Commissioner Letchworth, 
soon. after the fire, made a careful examination and inquiry 
into the matter, and reported the facts relnting to the subject 
to the Board. A copy of this report appears hereto annexed. 

STATISTICAL AND FINANCIAL TABLES. 

Annexed to this report will be found the returns of the 
various institutions subject to the vi::>itation of the Board, 

,carefully analyzed and tabulated. These tables give the val­

uation of the property held by such institutions, and fully 
exhibit their financial condition. They also show their 
receipts and disbursements during the past year, the whole 
number of persons under care in each, and the expenditures 

for out-door relief. 
Tables Nos. 1 to 7 pertain to the various State institutions, 

tables Nos. 8 to 12 to the county poor-houses, and tables Nos. 

13 to 17 to the city alms houses. The returns of the orphan 

asylum~ and homes for the friendless are summed up in tables 
Nos. 18,19,20 and 2l; of the hospitals, in tables Nos. 22, 
23, 24 and 2); and of the dispensaries in tables Nos. 26,27: 

28 and 29. The tables relating to State paupers have before 

been referred to. 
The lack of uniformity in the date to which the annual 

reports of the various charitable institutions are made up, 
greatly embarrass the Board in its work. In order to cor­
rectly compare the expenses of these institutions, and the 
results of their operations, their reports should conform to 
the fiscal year of the State, the thirtieth of September. 

Some of these institutions, by the requirements of their char­
ters, some by general laws, and others from established cus­

tom, mak~ such reports at different dates, and this leads to 
grea.t confusion in comparing their results. .It is therefore 
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urgently recommended that these institutions be required by 
statute hereafter to make their annual report on the thirtieth 
of September. 

ApPENDED PAPERS. 

The following papers are appended to this report; 
1. Report on the Steuben County Poor-house, by Commis­

sioner Letchworth. 

2. Report on Plans for Poor-houses, by Commissioner 
Letchworth. 

3. Report relating to the Public Charities of NC'w York 

ci ty, by Commissioners Lowell and Donnelly. . . 
4. Report on Labor in InstitutionR for the Dependent 

Cl a.sses, by Commissioner Anderson. 
5. Report on Education of Deaf Mutes, by Commissioner 

Anderson. 
6. Report relating to the Custodial Branch for Idiots (New 

York Asylum for IJiots), by a committee of the Board of 
Trustees. 

7. Report on a Reformatory for Women, by Commissioners 
Lowell, Ropes and Foster. 

8. Report on the Public Charities of the Fourth Judicial 

District, by Commissioner Foster. 
9. Report on the State Inebriate Asylum, at Binghamton, 

by Cummissioners Devereux and Miller. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board, 

vVM. P. LETCHWORTH, President. 

CiJARLRS S. HoYT, Secretary. 

Dated ALBANY, January 16, 1879. 
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SCHEDULE NUMBER ONE. 


Oomparative statements of tlw condition of the various poor-houses of the 

State of New.Yo'l'k, in the years 1868 and 1878.* 


[PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY.] 

ALBANY COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 
Located in the city of Albany, and re­

ceives pOOl' from the city and county. It 
consists of two brick structures for the 
paupers, a two-story brick building for 
the insane, a pest-honse, a hospital build­
ing, and a brick cottage for the resident 
superintendent. The insane asylnm is 
warmed by a furnace; the other build­
ings by stoves. The sexes are kept sepa­
rate, but no extended cl'l.ssification is 
attempted. Nearly one· fourth of the 
inmates were children. The arrange­
ments for bathing and ventilation' arE'! 
very imperfect. Attendants are in charge 
of the insane, but the asylum is crowded. 

1878. 
A three-story and basement brick 

building was added to this institution in 
1869. 'fhis is occupied by women, a por­
tion being set apart as a nursery, and the 
basement used for kitchen and dining 
purposes. Some slight imlJr(?Vements 
have been made in the other buildings 
and asyInm, and a partial classification of 
the inmates effected. Large numbers of 
insane, from time to time, have been 
transferred. to the Willard Asylum, yet 
the building is still crowded. The child­
ren are mainly provided for by the various 
orphan asylnms in the city. The hospi­
tal building is contaminated by long use. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY POOR-liOUSE. 


1868. 1878. 

Situated about two miles from Angelica. 

The buildings are partly of stone and 
partly of wood, old and greatly dilapi­
dated. The rooms are small, ill-arrangf'd 
and imperfectly ventilated. The sexes 
mingle freely dnring the day, but at night 
are kept separate. Among the inmates 
were nine children, thirty insane, and 
twelve idiots. '1'he insane and idiots oc­
cupy separate buildings, but the accom­
modations are wholly unfit for their PUl'7 

poses. Four were confined in cells, and 
nearly all were filthy, and many violent 
and. destructive. No attendants are em­
ployed. 

Some improvements have been made 
in the buildings since 1868, yet they are 
still much dilapidated. The association 
of the inmates in the day-time is um'e­
stricted. The children have been re­
moved, and this class are temporarily 
boarded until homes are found. A por­
tion of the insane have been transferred 
to the Willard Asylum; the accommo­
dations for those remaining under county 
care are wholly inadequate. The farm 
if' cultivated by the paupers, and within 
the past few years has been greatly 
improved. 

"The aIms-houses of l{ings and New York counties are described in No. 61, Senate documents 
orI869, nnll in No. 70, Senate docnments of 1871. Tho cities of King-stOll, Newburgh, Pough­
keepsie, Oswego nnrt Utica each maintain ,,'eli-conditioned nlms-hou:,cs under local boarlis. 
The towns of Hempstpall, anll North Hempste:ul and O~'ster Jlay, pro..-ide for their pOOl' in 
town-hou.es. ~'he counties 01 Hamilton and Schuyler have no poor-houses. 

http:town-hou.es
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BROOME COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

Pleasantly situated about three miles 
from the city of Binghamton. The build­
ings a:re of wood, old, and very much out 
of repair, warmed by stoves, imperfectly 
ventilated, and have no bathing conven­
iences. All classes associate during the 
day in a common yard; at night the 
sexes are separated. Among the inmates 
were twenty-one children. fifteen insane, 
and'ten idiots. A small building, with 
five dark, ill-ventilated cells, are the 
only separate accommodations for the 
insane. the others being domiciled in 
the poor-honse, without attendants. 'fhe 
idiots occupy a separate building. over­
looked by paupers. A part of the farm 
and domestic work is performed by the 
inmates, but only a few of the insane 
labor. The erection of a new building is 
contemplated. 

1878. 

The centre and right wing of a new 
po<?r-house was erected in 1870. The 
building is of brick, three stories high, 
plain and substantial. The ceutre build­
ing is occupied by the keeper, the wing 
by female, and the old structure by male 
paupers. The plan contemplates It left 
wing, soon to be built. 'fhe children are 
provided for in asylums at" Binghamton, 
and the more violent insane at the Wil­
lard Asylnm. The old asylum building 
was remodeled and enlarged in 1876, 

I 

.and is used for insane men. A new 
building for insane women was put up in 
1877, and a central building for dining 
purposes, erected in 1878. The insane 
are under the care of paid attendants, 
and the sexes separated at aU times. 
'fhey are visited daily by the attending 

• physician. 

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

A.n old wooden structure, situated near 
Machias. Among the inmates were 
twenty-three insane, and six children 
under sixteen years of age. The sexes 
are separated at night, but during the 
day the association is indiscriminate. 
No classification is practicable. Many of 
the insane were violent and filthy; two 
were in restraint, and the accommoda­
tions for them wholly insufficient. The 
children are provided for in families, and 
not allowed to accumulate in the poor­
houses. The farm is quite productive, 
and cultivated mainly by pauper labor. 
A new building is in course of erection. 

1878. 

The new building, a plain three-story 
stone structure, was completed and occu­
pied in January, 1869. 'l'he first story is 
used for kitchen and dining purposes, the 
keeper and family occupying apartments 
on the second floor, and the third is occu­
pied wholly by the insane. The old build­
ing has been moved to the rear, and is 
occupied by paupers. The house is 
supplied with water by l)ipes from an 
enduring spring. No classification of 
the inmates is practicable. A new insane 
asylum. with modern conveniences. de­
signed for sixty patients, is being erected. 
The children are provided for in fam­
ilies and asylums. 
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CAYUGA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

A four-story brick building, with two 
wings, situated in the town of Sennett, 
three miles from Auburn. The building 
is heated by stoves; has no bath tubs, 
but the inmates are required to bathe in 
their rooms once a week. An attempt is 
made at classification, but it is not wholly 
practicable. There are separate apart­
ments for the aged, and a hospital for the 
sick. Forty, or six-tenths of the inmates, 
were insane; these occupied the right 
wing. The building is comfortable, but 
there are no means for classification .• 
The insane have separate yards, and are 
not allowed to communicate with the 
other inmates. The children are mainly 
provided for at the Cayuga Orphan Asy­
lum at Auburn. The farm, cultivated lly 
pauper labor, is highly productive. 

1878. 

The insane of this county have, from 
time to time, been transferred to the 
Willard Asylum, so that. mild cases only 
are now retained. The buildings have 
been repaired amI improved, the better 
to facilitate classification, and conven­
iences have been introduced for bathing. 
More extended accommodations have 
been made for the aged and infirm, and 
the hospital apartments enlarged and 
improved. The farm is under good cul­
tivation, tilled by the paupers, and yields 
a considerable yearly income. The 
buildings and grounds are in good 
condition. The children are fully pro­
viued for in the asylum at Auburn. 

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 1878. 

Located near Dewittville, about five 
miles from Mayville, the county seat. 
'1'he building is old, and poorly suited to 
its purposes. Arrangements are being 
effected for a new building. The insane 
asylum, entered in 1867, is situated nelLI' 
the poor-house. It is a three-story brick 
structure, designed for about sixty pa­
tients. It is abundantly supplied with 
water and conveniences for bathing, but 
the rooms are small and poorly venti­
late<l. The sexes are kept separate, but 
no extended classification of the insane is 
practicable. The children are provided 
for in families, and rarely accumulate in 
the poor-honse. The farm is productive, 
and cultivated by the paupers and 
insane. 

5 

The erection of anew poor-house in 
this county was commenced on the site 
of the old building in 1869, and com­
pleted in 1870. The building is a modern 
style, three-story brick strl,lcture, -and 
planned to accommodate about two 
hundred inmates. It has W!1ter on each 
story, bronght by pipes fl'om enduring 
springs. The insane asylum was en­
larged by an extension at the rear, 
some five years ago. The accommoda­
tions for· the insane do not, however. 
fully meet the requirements of this class. 
They are under the cm'" of paid attend­
ants. Snch of the dependent children of 
the county as cannot be provided for in 
families are sent to asylums. 
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CHEMUNG COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

Consists of a main building and two 
wings, two stories high, situated near 
Breesport. The buildingfl are of wood, 
painted white, and are quite comforta­
ble. The sexes are kept separate, ex­
cept at times when at work, but no ex­
tended clasilification is practicable. The 
children are Bent to the Orphans' Home, 
at ElmiJ·a. The apar~ments for the in­
sane are in the left rear wing. 'I.'hese 
are quite meagre, and the insane receiv:e 
no special attention. The farm is tilled 
almost wholly by pauper labor. 

1878. 
There has been no material change in 

this house since 18G8. The buildings ex­
hibit the marks of use, and in some parts 
need repairs. Upon the opening of the 
Willard Asylum the insane of this county 
were removed to that institution, and the 
system of county care abandoned. A 
few mild cases only are retained. who 
are provided fOI' with the other in­
mates. The dependeut children of the 
county are still sent to the Orphans' 
Home, at Elmira. 

CHENANGO COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

Building::! of wood; three stories in 
height above the basement; el"ected in 
18132; situated neal' Preston, six miles 
from Norwich. The sexes are kept sepa­
rate, except in the necesf'ity of labor, and 
a partial classification of the aged, infirm, 
idiotic and feeble-minded, and the child­
ren, is effected. The house is abundantly 
snpplied 'with water, and has good ar­
rangements for bathing. The insane oc­
cupy a two-story, wooden building, neal' 
the main strncture, and are under the 
charge of paid attendants. 

1878. 
The buildings are maintained in good 

repair. Such children as cannot readily 
be provided for in families are sent to 
the Susquehanna Valley Home, at Bing­
hamton. The chronic insane are mostly 
retained under county care. The build­
ing used for this class has heen recently 
enlarged and improved. The farm is 
under good cultivation, and is tilled by 
the paupers and insane. 

CLINTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

Located four miles from Plattsburgh, 
near Beekman Station. The building is 
an old. stone structure, with walls and 
fioors broken, and leaky roof. All the 
water is brought by hand from a distant 
spring, and thel'e are no conveniences 
for bathing. It is aimed to keep the 
sexes separated at night, but during the 
day the intercourse is unrestricted, in­
cluding the children. The only accom­
modations for the insane are five small, 
dark and poorly ventilated cells. Two 
were confined. the others being quiet, 
demented cases. The institution is to­
tally unfit to meet' its requirements hu­
manely. 

1878. 
A three-story and basement briek 

building situated near the site of the old 
structure; erected in 1874. The sexes 
al"e fully separated, and a partial classi­
fication is effected. The house is sup­
plied with water brought by pipes from 
enduring springs, and has bathing facili­
ties. The first and second stories are 
occupied by the paupers; the third by 
the insane. The children are sent to the 
Home fOJ' the Friendless, at Plattsburgh. 
A few of the aged and more respectable 
poor of the eounty are also provided for 
at that institution. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY POOR-ROUSE. 
1868. 

This house pleasantlysituated at Ghent, 
ten miles from Hudson, is a three-stOl'y 
brick building, consisting of a centre and 
two wings. The centre is occupied by 
the keeper and family; the win!:,>"S by the 
paupers. Classification of the inmates 
is not practicable, but a separation of the 
sexes is effected at night. Two detach'lld 
buildings, one for each sex, are occupied 
by the insane. These are under the 
charge of paupers, and their condition is 
deplorable. Five insane were confined, 
and one, It woman, had been shut up 
about ten years, most of the time nearly 
nurle. The children, in part, are sent to 
the Orphan Asylum, at Hudson. The 
poor-house proper was clean, but the 
building is considerably out of repair. 
The farm is cultivated by pauper labor, 
and is said to be quite productive. 

1878. 

This building had become greatly 
dilapidated, and for the past few years 
has been crowded, especially in the win­
ter months. During the p"esent year 
some repairs have been made, water in­
troduced from springs, and the drainage, 
whi~h was very defective, has been im­
proved. The house is too small suita­
bly to meet the present requirements, and 
its early enlargement is contemplated. 
A detached building for the insane was 
erected in 1867. This is plain and inex­
pensive, and is used for mild cases only. 
The more excited and violent, insane 
are sent to the Willard Asylum. 'fhe 
children are provided for at the asylum 
at Hudson. The farm, worked by the 
insane and paupers, yields a considerable 
yearly income. 

CORTLAND COUNTY POOR-ROUSE. 


1868. 1878. 


Situated two miles from the village of 
Homer. 1'he buildings are old and out 
of repair, poorly ventilated, and without 
facilities for bathing. No classification 
is practicable, the various classes associ­
atiltg freely with each other. Special 
attention is shown the aged and infi"m, 
so far as the conveniences will admit. 
Among the inmates were nineteen chil­
dren and twenty insane. The latter' oc­
cupy a single-sto,·y wooden building, 
whieh contains eighteen cells, imper­
fectly lighted, and without proper venti­
lation. Six were confined, and several 
were noi8Y and filthy. The children 
were mostly intelligent, and it is aimed, 
as fast as possible, to place them in fami­
lies. The farm is of good soil, cultivated 
by the insane and paupers, and yields 
abundant crops. 

This county erected a two-story and 
basement brick building on the site of 
the old poor-house, in 1873. It is planned 
so as effectually to separate, the sexes, 
admits of a partial classification, and 
has hospital apartments. The building 
is plain, appropriate, and comforta­
bly furnished. It is supplied with an 
abundance of pure water and has good 
bathing accommodations. Within the 
present year the old asylum building 
has been raised a story, and additions 
made to it, and paid attendants placed 
in charge of the insane. The more dis­
turbed cases are provided for at the 
Willard Asylum. Such of the children 
as cannot be secured situations in fami­
lies are temporarily placed in the Onou.­
daga Connty Orphan Asylum, at Syra­
cuse. The insane and paupers till 
the garden and farm, both of which are 
largely productive. 
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DELAWARE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
18G8. 

Located ncar Delhi, the connty seat. 
The buildings are of wood, two stories 
high, with stone basements. Among the 
inmates were ten insane and fifteen chil­
dren. The sexps associate during the 
day, but are separated at night. The 
institution is well supplied with water, 
and has good bathing facilities. The in­
sane occupy a detached buihling, but re­
ceive no special attention. The farm is 
cultivated largely by the insane and 
paupers. 

1878. 
Upon the opening of the Willard Asy~ 

lum, this connty transferred itA chronic 
insane to that institution, and abandoned 
the system of local care. It also, in 1869, 
made arrangements for the support of 
its dependent children at the Susque­
hanna Valley Home, at Binghamton. 
T~e institution is now, therefore, devoted 
wholly to the aged, feeble and infirm 
classes. The buildings are in fair con­
dition. 

DUTCHESS COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

A wooden building, three stories high, 
including basement, located at Washing­
ton Hollow, about fifteen miles from 
Poughkeepsie. No classification is prac­
ticable, but the sexes are separated 'at 
night. The house is poorly planned for 
its purposes, imperfectly ventilated, and 
has no conveniences for bathing. The 
apartments for the insane are in a two­
story wooden building, containing eigh­
teen cells-nine on each floor-with 
grated doors and barred window!? 
Three insane men and two insane women 
were in close confinement, one being in 
chains. 'fhe children are early sent to 
the Home for the Friendless, at Pough­
keepsie. The farm is tilled by the 
paupers. 

ERIE COUNTY 
1868. 

Situated on Main street, about five 
miles from Buffalo. The buildings are 
of stone, and consist of a centre and two 
lateral wings, three stories in height. 
At the rear is a hospital building, also of 
stone, and two stories high. The water 
supply is scant, and there is a lack of 
bathing accommodations. The sexes 
are kcpt separate at all times, and a 
partial classification is effected. Among 
the inmates were sixty-five children and J 

one hundt'ed and fifty-two insane. The I 

1878. 
This building is greatly dilapidated, 

and fails to rHeet the present require­
ments. Its condition has attracted wide 
attention, and action has recently been 
taken by the board of supervisors, which 
will probably lead to its alteration and 
improvement. It is defective in ventila­
tion, has no pl'oper hospital accommoda­
tion, does not admit of classification of 
the inmates, and is too small for its pur­
poses. The county early began the 
transfer of its chronic insane to the Wil­
lard Asylum: has since continued to 
make such transfers, but it is still bur­
dencd with considerable numbers of this 
class. No important changes have been 
made in the asylum, and the accommo­
dations for the insane are entirely in­
adequate. 

POOR-HOUSE. 
1878. 

Some improvements have recently been 
effected in this institution, but it is still 
greatly deficient for its purposes. The 
children were removed in 1874, and tem­
porarily provided for in the numerous 
orphan asylums of Buffalo, In 1875, the 
centre building of a new insane lLSylum ot' 
stone was erected, and in 1877 the left 
wing for women was built. During this 
year, the board of supervisors decided to 
erect a right wing for men. When this is 
completed, the asylum will have accom­
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ERIE .COUNTY POOR-HOUSE - Continued. 
18G8, 

children attend school in a building on 
the poor-house grounds. The insl1ue, in 
part, occupy a two-story stone building, 
and the balance are domiciled in single­
story wooden barracks. These accom­
modations are wholly inadequate, the 
stone building being poorly arranged, 
damp, and ill-ventilated. 'l'he insane 
are under the immediate charge of a 
keeper, but the attendants are mostly 
paupers. A large number work more or 
less, and are good laborers. 

1878. 
modations for about two hundred and 
fifty ptttients. It is under the charge of 
a keeper, has a resident and a visiting 
physician, and paid attendants are em­
ployed. A large amount of work is per­
formed by the insane, both in the domes­
tic department and upon the farm. 

ESSEX COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1863. 

This is a two-story brick building, 
much in need of, I'epail's; situated 
near 'Vhalonsburgh, about six miles 
from Westport. The rooms are small; 
the ceilings low; \\,:th no adequate ven­
tilation 01' applianees for bathing. All 
classes mingle freely during the day; an 
effort is made to separate the sexes at 
night, but ~his is hardly practicable. 
Nearly one-third of the inmates were 
children. There were also seven insane, 
six idiotic, and a large number of feehle­
minded. One of the insane, a woman, in 
the acute stage of the disease, was mana­
cled in chains, and moving about among 
the other inmates. The institution has 
no separate apartments for the insane,' 
and they· receive no special attention. 
The farm is tilled by hired and pauper 
labor. 

1878. 
An addition of brick was made to this 

honse in 1873. It relieves the crowded 
condition before existing, but is not 
planned so as to effect classification. The 
sexes are kept separated at night, hut 
the intercourse in the day-time is unre­
stricted. This county was among the last 
in the State to take action for the re­
moval of the children from the poor­
house. A few are provided for in the 
Home for the Friendless, at Plattsburgh; 
but the poor-house still contains several 
children. The county retains most of its 
chronic insane, hut has made 110 special 
provision for their care, and they are 
treated the same as the other inmates. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

Located two miles f)'om Malone, the 
county seat. The main building is of 
wood, one and one-half stories high, with 
several small out-buildings at the real'. 
The buildings are all olel; floors broken; 
plastering off; roof leaky; rooms small 
a.nd inconvenient; without ventilation or 
bathing conveniences. No classification 
is possible, nor even a secure separation 
of the sexes at night. Among the in­
mates we,'e live ehil,II"(,I~, nille insane, 

1878. 
A new honse was erected in this county 

in 1870, upon the site of the old struc­
ture. It i;; a three-story brick bnilding, 
heated by steam, and has ample kitchen, 
dining and hospital accommodations. 
The water supply is abundant, and dis­
tributee! to each 8tOl·Y. The grounds are 
well under<1rainetl, Ime! the sewerage is 
adequate. No communication is allowed 
between the sexes, ane! a general cla."f'ifi­
cation is effected. The county early trans­
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FRANKLIN COUNTY POOR-HOUSE - Continued. 
18G8. 

and sevel'al VCl'y aged and infirm per­
sons. Three of the insane were confined 
in small, unventilated cells, and one, a 
woman, was entirely nude. No special 
attention is shown the insane, and the 
children are permitted to mingle with the 
adult inmates. 

18.8. 
ferred most of its chronic insane to the 
Willard Asylum, and retains only mild 
and harmless cases. The dependenC 
children of the county are mainly pro­
vided for in families. 

FULTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

Buildings of wood, erected in 1854; 
located about two miles from Glovers­
ville. The sexes are kept separated at 
night, but no classification is attempted. 
Of the inmates, fourteen were children 
and ten insane. There are no special ac­
commodations for the latter. The base­
ment contains two dark, unventilated 
cells. An insane woman was found in 
one of these cells, and it was stated that 
she spent most of her time there. The 
children associate freely with the othel' 
inmates. 'I'he superintendent performs 

. also the duties of keeper, and supports 
the paupers, including' the insane, at a 
stipulated price, exclusive of the pro­
ducts of the farm, which, with the buihl­
ings, belong to the county. 

1878. 
Some few repairs have been made in 

the buildings of this county, but they are 
still greatly defective in ventilation, hos­
pital accommodations, and do not insUl'e 
classification, or e.ven complete sepal'a­
tion of the ·sexes. The chronic insane 
were early transferred to the Willard 
Asylum, and only a few of the more quiet 
of this class are retained under county 
care. A part of the children are tempo­
rarily provided for in asylums; but it 
is thought that the law regarding this 
class is not fully complied with. The 
system of supporting the paupers at a 
rate agreed upon with the superintend­
ent of the poor is still in force. 

GENESEE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 1878. 


Situated in the town of Bethany, about 
nine miles from Batavia. The princi­
pal building js of brick, two stodes 
high. At the rear is a wooden structure 
of the same height, nearly new. The 
aged and infirm have separate apart ­
ments, and the sexes are separated, 
but no further classification is practica­
ble. Among the inmates were thirteen 
children and twenty-one insane. 'rhe 
insane occupy a separate building. the 
women being under the charge of a 
matron, and the men of the keeper. The 
building possesses few cpnveniences for 
its pUJ'poses, but was clean and in good 
order. Two of the insane were in re­
straint. The farm is cultivated largely 
by the paupers. 

Some slight improvements have been 
made in this poor-house, and a small sum 
has recently been expended upon the 
building for the insane. The latter is, 
however, totally unsuited for its pur­
poses. The rooms are poorly ventilated, 
and cheerless and uninviting. The insane 
are periodically visited by the attending 
physician, but there is a lack of compe­
tent paid attendants. :Moreover, violent, 
filthy and excited cases are retained, and 
not infrequently acute insane are com­
mitted for treatment. Such of the chil­
dren as cannot readily I}e secured 
situations in family homes are l}laced 
temporarily in asylums. 
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GREENE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

The buildings, located at Cairo, nine 
miles from Catskill, are of wood, old and 
considerably out of repair. The arrange­
ments for heating, ventilation and bathing 
are very impel'fect. No classification is 
attempted further than a separation of the 
sexes at night. The)'e were eighteen in­
sane and forty-five children included in 
the enumeration'. The insane occupy an 
old two-story wooden building near the 
main stl'ucture, containi.1g fourteen rooms 
and cells. Seventeen of the insane were 
women, overlooked by a pauper inmat('. 
Two were confined in cells; ,the others 
were at liberty in the hall. The children 
attend school, but when not thus en­
gaged, assoeiate with the adult inmates, 
The farm is cultivated in part by the 
paupers. 

1878. 

These buildings have been repaired and" 
somewhat improved, but they lack many 
of the conveniences, especially the means 
of classification, essential to their pur­
poses. The children have been remoVed 
to asylums, or placed in families. A part 
of the chronic insane have been trans­
ferred to the Willard Asylum, and it is 
the policy to retain only very quiet anrl 
harmless cases under county care. The 
institution has a proportionably large 
number of .aault idiots, for whom nO 
special provision is made, The aged and 
infirm are kept in separate apartments, 
and l'ooms are set apart for the sick. 
The farm, cultivated by pauper labor, 
is quite productive. 

HERKIMER COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 


1868. 1878. 


Located near Middleville, seven miles 
from Herkimer, the county seat. It con­
sists of two stone buildings, each three 
stories high, including basement, sitnated 
about four rods apart. 'rhe keeper oc­
cupies a wooden building in front, and a 
low frame structure stands in the rear. 
'rhe buildings are old, dilapidated and 
badly designed for their purposes. No 
classification is possible, other than the 
separation of the sexes at night. Among 
the inmates were five idiots aud twenty­
nine insane. A part of the insane occupy 
the stOlle building at the right, and the 
others the rear frame bUIlding. The rooms 
set apart forthem are small, ill-ventilaterl, 
and several are without light. Six of the 
insane were in close confinement; the 
rest were mingling with the other in­
mates. They are under the care of pau­
per attendants, anrl receive little or no 
attention. The superintendent resi,les in 
the institution, anel the faml is ,:ulti\"ated 
by the paupers, umlel' hi" uirection. 

The condition of this institution is in 
nowise improved. '],he defects in the 
buildings are more apparent, ii possible, 
than in 1868, and all of the structures 
more dilapidated, The children have 
been removerl and providetl for in asy­
lums at Utica. A part of the chronic in­
sane, from ti~e to time, have been trans­
fel'1'ed to the Willard Asylum, but thel'e 
are still a number of this class in the in­
stitution. These are in the most abject 
and wretched condition. An effort was 
marle, withiri the present year, to im­
prove the old, 01' to erect new buildings; 
but owing to a disagreement in the board 
of snpervisOI'S as to the location, the en­
tel'prise failed. This is a matter of deep 
regret to the humane citizens of the 
county, and it is hoped the pressure of 
public sentiment will secUl'e the erection 
of Ilew buildings pl'operly located and 
convenient of access lly public convey­
ance, the coming year. 

http:containi.1g
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JEFFERSON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

18G8. 

This institution is a two-story and base­
ment stone structure, situatedneal' 'Vater­
town. The building is much out of repair, 
and the floors and ceilings in many places 
are broken. The ventilation is imperfect, 
the drainage defective, and there a1"e no 
propel' bathing facilities. A partial classi­
fication is effected, and the sexes are sepa­
rated at night. Among the inmates were 
twenty infants, and si~ty-two insane. The 
children are sent to the Jefferson County 
Orphan Asylum, at Watertown. The lu­
nn,tic asylum is a two-story and basement 
brick building. The insane are under the 
charge of paid attendants; the sexes are 
provided with separate tables, and no 
communication is permitted between 
them. Four were confined in their 
rooms; the others were allowed the lib­
erty of the halls and yards. The Buper­
lniendent is appointed by the board of 
supervisal'S, and resides in the institution. 

1878. 

'fhis poor-house, within t.he past few 
years, has been remodeled and enlarged, 
including the erection of a brick building 
for the superintendent and his family. 
A better classification is _now effected, 
and the means of the separation of the 
'sexes aloe secured. Thus far the county 
has transferred only n, few of its chronic 
insane to State custody, preferring to re­
tain this class under local control. The 

Iasylum building, during the present year, 
'I­ hn,s been remodeled, improved n,nd refl1l'­

nished, and meets the wants of a limited 
number of quiet cn,ses. The entire insti­
tution is hen,ted by sten,m. Some further 
improvements as to the drainage are ne­
cessary. The insane a1'e under the cn,re 
of paid attendants, and the attending 
physician visits the n,sylum daily. The 
superintendent resides at the institution, 
and the farm is cultivated, under his di­
rection, by the insane and paupers. 

LEWIS COUNTY 

18G8. 

A two-story and basement brick build­
ing, situated neal' the village of Lowville. 
The location is I'leasant and healthy; the 
building convenient and properly ventiln,­
ted. The sexes communicate during the 
dn,y only when in their employments, and 
are effectually separated at night. The 
children and n,ged have distinct apart ­
ments. The former, as fn,st as possible, 
are placed in fn,mily homes. The lunatic 
asylum is a two-story brick structure, 
with basement, erected in 1862. The 
rooms are central, with halls surround­
ing. They are STIln,ll, pOOl'ly vent.ilated 
and imperfectly lighted. The numbel' 
of insane inmn,tes was fifteen. Three re­
quire more 01' less restraint. No paid 
attendants are employed. The institu­
tion was c1en,n, and the insane quiet n,nd 
orderly. 

POOR-HOURE. 


18';8. 


This house shows the need of some re­
pn,i]'s. Measures hn,ve been takeu the 
present year to distribute water through 
the building, and to introduce better con­
veniences for bathing. The county h!1S 
sent but few insn,ne to the Willm·d Asy­
lum, and the apartments for this class 
are crowded. The matter of the enlarge­
ment and improvement of the asylum 
has recently been under consideration by 
the board of supervisors, but no positive 
action hn,s been taken. The n,ccOlnmo­
dations are totally inadequate fOJ' tt-e 
pl"esent number of iusn,ne. It is highly 
necessary immediately to transfer a por­
tion of the insn,ne to the Stn,te institution, 
01' promptly to enlarge and improve tho 
County asylum. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

This is a three-story and basement 
brick building, composed of a centre 
and lateral wings, pleasantly located 
Deal' Geneseo. The central building is 
occupied by the superintendent and his 
family, the right wing by the male, and 
the left wing by the female paupers. 
The sexes are separated at night, and 
as far as practicable during the day. 
The building is heated by stoves, imper­
fectly ventilated, and has no proper bath­
ing facilities. Forty of the iumates were 
children, and twenty-six insane. The 
only accommodations for the insane are 
a few cells in the basement of the men's 
building, and the ordinary rooms in the 
building for women. Seven of the insane 
were in restraint. The apartments -are 
wholly unfit for their purposes, and the 
insane receive no special attention. 

1878. 

This house is maintained in good re­
pair. In 18fl9 a small, two-story brick 
building was built for the insane, alld 
since then another and larger build­
.ing has been erected for the same PP.l·· 

pose. 'l'hns far this connty has set", 
but few of its chronic insane to the Wil­
lard Asylnm, and the county bnildinl,rs 
for this class are greatly crow(led. Th'l 
subject of the extension of the county 
asylum was considered at the last session 
of the board of supervisors, and an ap­
propl'iation made for this purpose. The 
county provides for such of its depend­
ent childl'en as cannot be secured situa­
tions in families, in orphan asylums at 
Rochester. 

MADISON COmiTY POOR-HOUSE 

1868. 

Located at Eaton. The huilding is an 
old, dilapidated, stone structure, with 
broken floors, the plastering off, and 
leaky roof. A small, wooden building is 
occnpied by a few of the' aged and more 
respectable. Classificatiun is wholly im­
11ossibIe. It is aimed to keep the sexes 
separate at night; hut this can be ef­
fected only by constant watchfulness. 
Old and young, Bane and insane, idiotic, 
vicious anli depraved, mingle freely 
during the day. Among the inmates 
were twenty-two children, all boys ex­
cept two; tweilty-foul' insane, and five 
idiots. There nre two 8mall buildings fOI' 
the insane. These are out of repair, ill­
ventilated, and bave no conveniences for 
bathing. Five of the insane were sbut 
up in cells. The men are under the charge 
of a pllid attendant; the women in the 
custody of a pauper. The institution is 
e'ltirelyunfit i'm' the purposes to which it 
is applie(l. 

1878. 

A new poor-house was flrccted in this 
county the present year, 011 the site of 
the olll structure. It is a two-story 
wooden building, with a high stone base­
ment, used for kitchen an(i dining pur­
poses. The keeper's residence is iu the 
centre; the male paupers occupy the 
right, and the female paupers the left 
wing. A partial classification is effected, 
and the sexes, when in-dom's, at'e secure­
ly separated. The building is heated by 
steam, abundantly supplie(l with water, 
and has good bathing facilities. 'l'he 
apartments for the insane have heen en­
Ial'ged and improved. The children arc 
provided for in the asylum at Peterboro. 
'l'he farm is tilled by the paupers and 
insane, and yields good crop!:!. 
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MONROE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

These buildings, situated about two 
miles from Rochester, are old and dilapi­
dated. The sexes are kept apart at 
night; separate aceommodations are pro­
vided for the aged and infirm, but no 
extended classification is practicable. Of 
the inmates twenty were infants, and 
ninety-four insane. The children, at the 
age of three years, are sent to the vari­
ous orphan asylums of Rochester. The 
lunatic asylum stands neal' the poor­
house. It is a brick building, two stories 
and a basement, and has room for about 
forty-five persons. The asylum~sgreatly 
crowded, and a number of excited and 
violent insane were confined in the base­
ment cells. The institution is under 
separate management, and contl'olled by 
trustees appointed by the board of super­
visors. The insane are under the care of 
paid attendants, and are visited daily by 
the attending physician. 

1878. 

This county erected a new poor-house 
in 1872. It is a three-story and base­
ment brick strudure, wi.th a high attic, 
having a front of two Illlndred and thirty­
eight and a depth of one hundred and 
five fcet. The building is planned so as 
securely to separate the sexes, and effect 
an extended clas;;ification of the inmates. 
It is heated by stt'am, abundantly sup­
plie,] with water, has good bathiug facili­
ties, and ample hospital accommodations. 
It furnishes I'oom for about five hundred 
inmate:;:, besides the apartments for the 
superintendent. A,IJitions within the 
past few years havd been made to the 
asylum department, a resident physician 
employeci, and many of its defects reme­
died. It is, however, still greatly 
crowded, and its further enlargement and 
the abandonment of the basement rooms 
for patients is contemplated. 'l'he farm 
is cultivated by the insane and paupers, 
and is ll,!:.rgely productive. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 
The poor of this county aJ'e supported 

under contract with the supervisors. The 
building in use, formerly owned by the 
county, is situated near Fonda. It is an 
old, wooden, two-story, quadl'ilateral 
structurc, with a central court, to which 
all the inmates have free access during 
the day. At night the sexes are kept 
apart, and a few of the aged and infil'm 
have separate apartments, but no furt.her 
classification can be effectec!' The sup­
ply of water is abundant, lind the inmates 
are required to bathe in their l'oomsonce 
a week. Among those under care were 
eleven children, nine in~ane, and foul' 
idiots. The insane occupy separate 
apartments, but the~'lC contain no ade­
quate conveniences for their purpose. 
Foul' were confined in cells, anei this is 
the only means of restraint used. No 
attennants are employed except paupers. 

1878. 
Some slight improvements have been 

made in this house. It is much dilapi­
dated, and possesses but few conven­
iences for' its purposes. The sexes mingle 
freely during the day, but at night they 
are kept separate. 'l'he aged and infirm 
are provided for in separate apartments. 
and receive special cal·e. The county 
early placed its most violenL chronic in­
san.e at the Willard Asylum. A few are 
still retained in the poor-house, but it is 
aimed to keep only quiet cases. The 
rooms for their use have been consider­
ably improved, yet they are still poorly 
adapted to their purposes. A few of the 
children are sent to asylums, but most of 
thiR class are provided for in families. 
The paupel's and insane of this' county, 
as heretofore, are supported under COIl­

tra.ct. 
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NIAGARA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

18C8. 

This is a two-story and basement stone 
structure, situated about three milp.s from 
the city of Lockport. The buihlingis com­
posed of a centre,with right and left wings. 
It is warmed by a furnace and stoves, 
imperfectly ventilated, but abundantly 
supplied with water. No strict classifi­
cation is practicable, but the sexes are 
separated at table and at night, and the 
children, of whom there were forty-six, 
are excluded, as far as possible, from 
association with the older inmates. The 
number of insane was twenty-three. 
These occupy the left wing of the build­
ing. Foul' were confined in cells; the 
others were given the liberty of the halls. 
They are in charge of paupers, and re­
ceive no special attention. 

1878. 

This building has been considerably 
impl'oved within the past few years, but 
it, is not adapted to classification, further 
than a separation of the sexes. When 
out of doors the various classes associ­
ate, more 01' less, with each other. The 
chronic insane of the county, upon the 
opening of the Willard Asylum, were all 
sent to that institution, and none of this 
class are now retained under county 
Clu'e. '1'he buihliug formerly occupied 
by the insane is devoted to othel' pur­
poses. The children are provi(leti fOl' at 
the Home for the Friendless; at Lock­
port, and other asylums, under arrange­
ment with the board of supervisors. The 
farm is cultivated by the paupers. 

ONEIDA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

Erected in 1866, and located neal' 
Rome. The building is of brick, the 
centre three, and the wings each two 
stories high above the basement. It is 
in good repaiJ', warmed by stoves, well 
ventilated, llnd amply supplied with 
water and bathing conveniences. The 
scxes are separated at all times, and , 
apartments arc set apart for the children, I' 

1878. 

This poor-house has been kept in good 
repair. In 1870 an additional two-story 
and basement brick building for the 
insane was erect.ed. In 1877 the erection of 
anothe1' building for the insane was be­
gun, and it was completerl and occupied 
the present year. This is a three-::<tory 
amI basement brick st:'uctUl'e, well ar­
ranged fOt, its purposes, prope!'ly venti­

, the aged and the sick. Included among lated, and bas a large day-room, with 
the inmates were twenty-eight children, Igood sun exposure, on each story. It 
mostly infants, and one hundred and five 
insane. At the age of two years the 
children are sent to asylums at Utiea. 
The lunatic asylum, erected in 1862, is a 
two-story and ba.~ement brick building, 
heated by a fUl'I1ace, partially ventilated, 
ahundantlysllpplied with water, and has 
facilities f01' bathing. The sexes are fed 
at separate tables, and are not per­
mitted to associate with each· other. 
The insane are under the care of paid 
attendants, and are visited periodically 
by the attending physician. The asylum 
is crow(l",l. and fm'ther accommodations 
are UJ'gelltIy required. 

will accommodate about one hundred 
patients, and is devoted entirely to 
women. The other bnildings are userl 
for the men, and a better classification 
than heretofore has been effectpd. The 
asylum is undel' the imme(\iate charge 
of a resident physician, with a COl'pS of 
paid attendants, and has also a visiting 
physician. The entire institution, in­
cluding the poor-house, is heated by 
steam, and is abundantly supplied with 
water. The farm is highly pl'odllctive, 
and cultivated by the paupers and 
iilsane. 

http:erect.ed
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ONONDAGA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

At Onondaga Hill, about four miles 
from the city of Syracuse. The build­
ings are of stone, warmed by stoves, 
imperfectly ventilated, without hospital 
accommodations, and deficient in bathing 
conveniences. No proper classification is 
practicable, but t.he sexes are securely 
I\eparated at night. Among the inmates 
were seven children, all infants, and 
eighty-three insane. 'l'he children, at 
suitable age, are sent to the various 
orphan asylums in Syracuse. The luna­
tic asylum is a two-story stone st.ructure, 
situated at the rear of the poor-house. 
erected in lSliO. It contains thirty-four 
cell-like rooms, a few other rooms, and 
two dungeons in the basement. The 
asylum was greatly crowded. Six of the 
insane were closely confined, and one-an 
apparently harmless man-was in one of 
the dungeons. The dungeon was littered 
with dirty straw, and contained neither 
bed, cnair, seat, nor furniture of any kind, 
and the air in it was hot ancl impure. The 
confinement was by order of the warden, 
without the knowledge of the superin­
tendent 01' keeper. But few of t;,e insane 
labol', ~nd a large number were excited 
and noisy. Another asylum building is 
being erected. The farm contains only 
about thirty-six acres, and but little of it 
is adapted to cultivation. 

I8i8. 
Within the past few years some altera­

tions have been made in this pool·-house. 
The building in the rear has been raise,1 
a story, thus improving the hospital 
accommodations. Measures have also 
been taken to increase the water sup­
ply, but this is not sufficient at all 
times. The drainage has been improve,l, 
but this is still defective. The addition 
to the insane asylum was completed 
in 1~\i9, whirh. for a time, relieved the 
crowded condition. This building is con­
structed after the style of the old asylum, 
with six dunge,ms and two strong rooms 
on the first 8tOl·Y. The county, until the 
p;'csent year, has retained all of its chronic 
insane, when a few of the more disturbeu 
and violent cases wel'e transferred to the 
Stnte institution, but the asylum is still 
greatly crowded. A part of the insane 
women are lodged at night in the poor­
house department. Quite recently con­
siderable improvements have been ef­
fected in the institution. '1'he dungeons 
in both asylum buildings have been de­
molished, the partitions in the old build­
ing removed, amI steam-heating intro­
ducerl. A resident physician has heen 
employed. and paid attendants placed in 
charge of the insane. Additional farm 
lands are greatly needed for the purposes 
of the institution. 

O",,"TARIO (JOUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

This institution is located about three 
miles fl'om the village of Canandaigua. 
The main building is of brick. two stories 
high ahove the baf3ement. To the left of 
this, and partly in the rem', is a similar 
building, from which extends a wing one 
and one-half stories high. in which the 
insane are lodged. The building is 
warmed hy stoves, imperfect in its venti­
lation, ana'has no proper bathing facili­
ties. . The sexes are separated at night, 
and separate apartments are provided 
for the aged and infirm. bnt no strict 
classification can be enforced. Among 

1878. 
Considerable alterations and improve­

ments have been made in this institutiqn 
within the past few years, Better venti­
lation has been secured, bathing facilities 
introduced, hospital accommodations fit­
ted up, a separate department established 
for idiots, and more extended apartments 
furnished for the aged and infirm. The 
grounds are spaeious, finely laid out, and 
plRnted with shruhs and trees. The 
children, in 1875, were removed to the 
Orphan Asylums at Canandaigua, and 
such of this class, since then, as can­
not be placed direct in familieS are 
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ONTARIO COUNTY POOR-I10USE- Continued. 
18G8. 

the inmates were thirty children awl 'I 

twenty-eight insane. The children at­
tend school in a building near by, hut 
when out of school aSsociate more or less 
with the adult paupers. 'rhe accommo­
dations for the iusaue are small, dimly­
lighted cells, impelfectly ventilated, and 
poorly furnished. Fifteen of the insanc 
require, at times, to "be restrained, and 
six are constantly confined. No attend­
ants are employed except paupers. 'l'he 
farm is under good cultivation. 

18i8. 
provided for in those institutions. 'rll.. 
chronic insanc werc eady transfcrrcd 
to the Will:u,d Af'ylum, and thc systcm 
of county care auamloned. Thc question 
of thc el'ection of a county asylum for 
this class has I'ecently been under con­
sideration by the board of snpervisors, 
but no positive action in the mattcr, as 
yet, has been taken. The poor-honse 
farm and garden, cultivated by pauper 
labor, yield an abundance of vegetables 
and other crops. 

ORANGE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
18G8. 

Locatcd about four miles from the vil­
lage of Goshen, The buildings are of 
stone, the main structure being three 
stories high, including thc bascment. A 
furnace and stoves are used for hcating, 
the ventilation is impel'fect, and there are 
no bathing facilities. 'rhe sexes are sepa­
ratcd at night, but during the day there 
is no check to their association. Among 
the inmates were twenty-two colored, 
forty children, anci nineteen. insane. 'l'he 
childreu attend school upon,the premises, 
and, wheu not thus engaged, minglc 
frecly with thc adult paupcrs. 'l'hc 
colored inmates have separate apart­
ments. This contains fivc dungeons, in 
which paupers arc confincd as a punish­
ment. The lunatic asylum is II. two­
story stonc building, containin~ twenty 
cells ranged along centl'al halls. This 
is warmcd by a furnacc, ventilated at 
the windows only, and has no com'en­
iences fnr bathing. 'l'en of the insane 
werc locked up in cells, and one was 
confined in a dungeon in thc negro apart­
ments. Nearly all werc filthy, and one, 
a man, was almost nude. The cells werc 
dirty, thc beds torn, and fJ'agments of 
clothing and straw littered thc floors. 
No attendants except paupers are em­
ployed. Thc farm is tilled in part by 
pauper labor, hilt a considerable portion 
of it is waste land. 

1878. 
A vcry marked improvement has been 

made in this institution, Thc buildings 
have been largely altcred and repaired, 
better ventilation has heen secured, II. full 
supply of water obtained, and stearn­
heating introduced. The yards and 
grO'unds have heen finely laid out, and 
planted with shrubs and flowel's, and the 
place has an air of comfort. The chiltl­
ren hnvc beellremO\'ed awl are provided 
for in asylums at Port Jervis and at 
Binghamton. In 1875 a plain and well­
arranged brick building was crected for 
the chJ'onic insanc. and such of this class 
as were in the State asylum werc rc­
turned to the county. During the past 
year the old asylum building was re­
modeled and adapted to the carc of the 
morc quiet and harmless cases. The 
a..<;ylum throughout is well furnished, and 
possesscs good facilities for its purposes. 
The insane arc uwler the care of paid 
attemlants, and m'e visited daily by the 
attending physician. The diet is gener­
ous and pI'oper, frcsh milk being fur­
ni~hed jn abundance. Thc farm has 
heen greatly improved, and II. large 
amount of the waste land reclaimed and 
rendcred pronuctive. Thc gardcn and 
farm lj.l'e culth'aten by the paupers and 
insane, and yield abundantly. 
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ORLEANS COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

186S. 

An old. two· story and basement brick 
building', greatly out of repair. floors 
broken. plasvlI'ing torn, and roof leaking, 
located about two miles from the village 
of Albion. Among the inmates weJ'e six­
teen children, eight idiots. and twelve 
insane, 'i'he various classes associate 
unrestricte(l in the day-time, but the 
sexes are separated at night. An old. 
dilapidated, two-story wooden f'tructure 
in the real' is devoted to the use of the 
insane, the men occupying the lower and 
the women the uppel' floor. The insane. 
are undel' the chal'ge of paupers, eat at 
the common table. and receive no spedal 
attention. One was in close confinement. 
and nearly all were filthy and untidy in 
their persons. A few of the insane wOl'k 
upon the farm, but this is tilled mostly 
by the paupers. 

ISiS. 

Upon the opening of the Willard ABy­
lum. most of the chronic insane of this 
county were transfel'l'ed to that institu­
tion. Only a few mild and quiet cases 
are now under county care, A few 
children are placed in asylums, but the 

I pI'actice is generally to secure situations 
I for them in family homes. 'Within the 
I 	present year a new poor-house has heen 

erected upon the site of the old structure. 
This is a three-story brick building, in­
cluding the basement, and is planned to 
accommodate one hundred and fifty in­
mates, besides furnishing apartments for 
the superinten.ient and his family. The 
building is arl'anged so as to secure a 
complete separation of the sexes. is 
heated by steam. and contains conven­
il'nces for bathing. The location is pleas­
ant and healthy. 

OSWEGO COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 

Located near Mexico. An old, dilapi­
dated frame building, poorly ventilated, 
and without bathing facilities, or the 
means of classification. Among the in­
mates were twenty-seven insane and 
eight idiots, The lunatic asylum is a two­
story and basement brick structure, 
erected in 1860, situated neal' the poor­
house. The asylum is under the chal'ge 
of a warden, and although it contains 
but few conveniences for its p1ll']108I'S, 
the insane were mostly clean, quiet and 
orderly. Only nne-a man-was in re­
straint. The attending physician visits 
the institution generally daily, and the 
insane perform considerahle labor. Such 
of the children as cannot be secured 
situations in families aJ'e provided for at 
the Oswego OI']1han Allylum. 

ISiS. 

A new poor-house was erected in this 
county in 1S70, on the site of the old 
building. It is a plain, two-story and 
basement brick structure, planned to 
classify and separate the sexes. Within 
the past few yeat'S an addition was made 
to the lunatic asylum, the old structure 
remodeled and improved, and a building 
erected for the wardl'n's residence und 
for administrativl' purposes, This county 
has sent but few of its chronic insane to 
the State institution. The asylum is 
under the charge of a warden; the insane 
are in the care of paid attendants, and 
visited daily by the attending physician. 
The location is pleasant, and the grounds 
have been improveu. 
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OTSEGO COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
18G8. 

The buildings are in part wood and in 
part stone, old and dihpidated; located 
about four miles from Cooperstown. The 
lunatic asylum is a two-story and base­
ment wood structure, and contains sev­
enteen cells. The several buildings are 
situated so as to form a central court or 
yard, to which all classes have frep ac­
cess. It is aimed to keep the sexes sepa­
rated at night, but no classification is 
practica"ble: The entire buildings are 
heated by stoves, poorly veutilated, and 
there are no proper bathing facilities. 
Of the inmates, twenty-eight were child­
ren, nine idiots, and eighteen insane. 
The children are instructed in a school 
on the premises, but out of school hoUl's 
associate with the adult paupers. The 

• apartments for. the insane are wholly 
i.nadequate. The building is without 
ventilation or appliances for bathing, 
and large numbers of the insane were 
filthy and untidy. The arrangement of 
the watel'-closets is such as to contami­
nate the entire building, and the stench 
therefrom was intolerable. Six of the 
insane were confined in cells, and nearly 
all were turbulent and noisy. 'fhey re­
ceive no special medical attention, and are 
under the care of paupers. 

1878. 

I 

Some slight repairs hnxe been made 
in this poor-house, hut owing to th~ir 
long use the buil,lings are much worn 
and dilapidated. Their arrangement is 
such as to preclude dassification of the 
inmates, and thus defeat the ends for 
which they were designed. A new and 
better planned poor-house is gJ'eatly 
needed properly to meet the require­
ments of the connty. The childJ'en have 
mostly been remove,l from the institu­
tion. A part of these are provided for 
in the Orphan Asylum at Cooperstown, 
and a part are unuer the immediate 
sllpervision of the superintendent of the 
poor in a dweliing-hollsl', at Milford. 
'l'hus far only :l few of the chronic 
insane have been tmnsferred to the 
Willard Asylum, nor has any marked 
improvement been made in the connty 
care of this class. The building is 
small, badly arranged, poorly ventilated, 
and has none of the comforts and con­
veniences requisite for its purposes. The 
closet arrangements pollnte the entire 
building, :lnd are offensive to common 
decency. If the insane are to he re­
tained under county care, better accom­
modations for them are imperatively 
needed. 

PUTNA.M COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
18GS. 

This is II. t~o-story and basement fJ'ame 
buililing, old and dilapidated; situated 
near Carmel. It is heated by stoves, 
poorly ventilated, and without conven· 
iences for bathing. No classification is 
attempted, furthel' than to separate the 
Elexes at night. Of the thirty-one inmate~, 
six were colored, four were intelligent 
children, five idiots, and two insane. 
One of the insane, a woman, hau been 
an inmate eighteen years, and was 
closely confined; the other, a man, was 
quiet amI at work upon the farm. The 
chilul'en associate with the adult paupers. 

1878. 
No marked improvement has been 

made in this institution. The dilapidation 
ill the building progresses, and it con-' 
tains few OJ' no conveniences for its pur­
poses. A few Insane, from time to time. 
have been sent from this county to tho 
Willard Asylum, and none of this class 
requiring special attention are retained 
nnderlocalfOontrol. No positive achon has 
been taken to remove the children from 
the poor-house, :lS required by the stat­
ute, an,t a numher of this class, healthy 
amI intelligent, are still kept iu the insti­
tution. 
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QUEENS COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

18138. 
The pOOl' of thi~ county are supported 

chiefly by contract. The building~, situ­
ated about foul' miles from Hempstead, 
are old and dilapidated, and wholly un­
suited to their purpo~es. The nUll1b<!r of 
paupers un<ler care was sixty, of whom 
twelve were children and nine insane. 
One of the insane was in confinement; 
the others were quiet rlementerl cases, 
and they receive no special attention. 
The various classes associate freely in 
the day-time, but at night the sexes 
are separated. The paupers labor nnder 
the direction of the contractor. 

1878. 
In 1874 this county erected a poor­

house upon a small island on the coast, 
abuut six miles from Hempstead, and 
transferred its poor to that institution. 
The buildings are of wood, and have 
sufficient room for the present require­
ments. A partial classifieation is efiecte<l, 
and it is aimed to separate the ahle­
bodied from the sick and infirm. There 
is a farm connecterl with the institution, 
cultivated by pauper labor. 

RENSSELAER COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 


1868. 1878. 

This institution is situated about two 

miles from the city of Troy. The build­
ings, a part of which are of brick and It 
part of wood, are old and dilapidated, 
pool·ly ventilated, and inconvl'nient for 
the uses to which they are applied. The 
association of the various classes is un­
restricted dUl~ng the day, and all are 
fed at a common table, but it is aimed to 
separate the sexes at night. Among the 
inmatl's were thirty chronic insane domi­
ciled in a building at the rear of the 
main structure. Six of these were con­
fined in cells. No attendants are em­
ployed except paupers. A part of the 
insane of the county are provided for at 
the Marshall Infirmary. The dependent 
children, at suitable age, are placed in 
the VariOUB orphan asylums in Troy. 

These buildings are greatly dilapi­
date!l, and a new poor-house is urgently 
needed properly to meet the require­
ments of the county. The institution has 
no facilities for classification, and hut 
few conver:iences for its purposes. The 
county began early to transfer its chronic 
insane to the Willard Asylum, and now 
maintains most of this class at that insti ­
tution and at the :Marshall Infirmary. 
The old asylum building has been 
slightly repaired, and a few mild cases 
of insane are retaineu in that institution. 
These receive little attention beyond that 
shown to other inmates. The various 
OJl)han asylums of Troy provide for the 
dependent children, and certain sick and 
disabled are treated in the hospitals of 
that city. 
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RICHMOND COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 


1868. 1878. 

Located in the town of Northfield, 

about two miles f;'om New Dol'p. 'fhe 
nlllin building is an old stone structure, 
two stOl'jes high, with an attic and base­
ment, The males occupy the first and 
the females the second floor. The base­
ment is used for cooking and dining pur­
poses, and the attic as a hospital. The 
assoeiation during the day is nnrestJicted; 
at night the sexes are separated. The I 
keepc]' has a residence on the grounds of 
the institution, anci the children, of whom 
there were thirty-two, occupy a sepnrate 
building. The number pf insane was 
ten. There are no accommodations for 
these except It few small, dark cells. One 
of. the insane was confined in an out­
house, filthy and nearly nude, where he 
had been over fourteen years. The 
others were quiet, harmless cases, asso­
ciating with the other inmatlo's. The farm 
is cultivated by the paupers and insane. 

This institution has been considerably 
improved within the past few years. A 
large part of the insane were early trans­
ferred to the Willard Asylum, and the 
children are provided fOl'in aSylums and 
families. Hospital accommodations have 
in part been made for the 8ick, and better 
facilities introduced for bathing. An as­
sistant-matron is employed to take charge 
of the female department of the house. 
No extended classification is practicable, 
nor can the sexes be effectually separa­
ted except at night. The farm, worked 
by the paupers, yields very goorl crops. 
The location is pleasant, and the yards 
and grounds are kept comparatively in 
good order. 

RoCKLAND COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 


18G8. 1878. 

Consists of two frame buildings adjoin­

ing, situated near Monsey. 'fhe build­
ings are old, but quite comfortable, and 
properly furnished. The location is 
healthy and pleasant, and the grounds 
clean and well ordered. No classifica­
tion is practicable, othel' than a sepm'a­
tion of the sexes. The inmates were 
mostly aged persons, or sick and infirm. 
l'het'e were a few chronic insane, all 
mild and harmless cases. The children 
are mainly provided for in families, and 
'are rarely allowed to accumulate in the 
institution. 

6 

But little change has been made in this 
house, other than ordinary repairs. A. new' 
building ere long will become necessary. 
Within the past few years, a small, blick 
building has been erected, upon the 
grounds of the institution, fOl" the chronic 
insane. A few insane have been placed 
in the Willard Asylum, but most of this 
class are retained under county care. A. 
part of the children are provided for in 
asyluins, and the othel"s in families. 
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ST. LA.WRENCE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 1878. 
An old building, located near Canton, 

tbe county seat. Among the inmates 
were thirty-two children and twenty­
seven insane. Two of the insane were 
in restraint, the others were mostly quiet 
and harmless easeli', and were genel'ally 
regarded as good laborers. No classifi­
c~tion of the inmates is lwacticahle, but 
the sexes, so far as possible, are kept 
separated. The childl'en attend school, 
but, out of school hours, associate more 
or. less with the other inmates. A new 
poor-house is being erected, to which the 
inmates will be i'emoved as soon as it is 
completed. The need for better public 
accommodations for the poor has long 
been felt in the county. 

Situated about three miles from Can­
ton. Its erection wus begnn in 1868, and 
it was'completed and occupied in 1869. 
The building is a plain, substantial, brkk 
skuctUl'e, containing modern improve­
ments fOl' heating, ventilation, and bath­
ing, and will accommodate and classify 
about two hundred and fifty inmates. 

, Upon the opening of the Willard Asylum. 
the chronic insane were transferre(l to 
that· institution, and since then none but 
the most mild and harmless cases are re­
tained under local care. The children are 
provided for in a building near Canton, 
under the care of pai<i attendants, and 
from there are placed in families, as 
opportunities offel·. Connected with the 
poor-house is a Imoge farm, well adapted 
to grain and pasturage, which is culti ­
vated by pauper labor. 

SARATOGA. COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 


18G8. 1878. 

Located about two miles from Balls­

ton. The buildings are of wood, in use 
forty-five years, with fioors and walls 
broken, and roof leaky. The rooms are 
small, ceilings low, ventilation poor, the 
water supply deficient, and t.here are no 
conveniences for bathing. 'rhe sexes are 
locked up separate at night, but during 
the day the association is promiscuous. 
Among the inmates were sixteen child­
ren, nineteen idiots, and eighteen insane. 
Six of the children were feeble-minded; 
the others bright and intelligent. The 
insane occupy small, dark and unventi­
lated cells, in an old building in the rear. 
Three of these were closely confined, and 
nearly all were violent and filthy. An 
insane woman in one of these cells, ex­
posed to the intl'usion of panpers, had, a 
few hOllrs previous, given bil,th to a 
living child. A physician makes occa­
sional visits to the institution, bnt no at­
tendants are employe(}. 

This county began the erection of a new 
,Poor-house in 1809, which has since been 
completed and occupied. It stands on 
the site of the old. structure. 'l'he build­
ing is of brick, c(lmposed of a centre and 
two wings, The sexes are separated in 
their rooms, but when out of doors there 
is more or less commingling. The water 
supply has been increased, and facilities 
introdnced. for bathing. A portion of 
the building is set apart for the chronic 
insane. A few of this class have been 
sent to the Willard Asylum. but the 
greater portion are held under (,.Qunty 
care. The children al'e mainly placed 
direct in fnmilies. The farm is culti­
vated by the insane and paupers. 
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SCHENECTADY COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

This is an old, two-story and base­
ment brick building, situated near the 
city of Schenectady. It is not arranged 
for classification, is poorly ventilated, and 
b~s no bathing conveniences. The sexes 
are kept apart at night. Among. th~ in­
mates were fourteen children, eight 
idiots, and sixteen .insane. The insane 
occupy a small, two-story brick building; 
the women being uuder the care of a 
matron, but the men receive no special 
attention. Six of the insane were con­
fined iu cells, several were noisy and vio­
lent, and many of them filthy. A small 
farm connected with the institution is 
cultivated by the paupers. 

1878. 
This building has undel'gone some re­

pairs, but the defects as to classification, 
ventilation, etc., still exist. Since the 
opening of the Willard Asylum nearly aU 
of the chronic insane have been sent to 
that institution. A few of the morc mild 
and harmless of this class only are now 
retained under county care. It is the 
practice of the authorities to place the 
dependent children of the county in 
family homes. 

SCHOHARIE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. . 18i8. 


An old, two-story and basement huild­
ing, badly arranged, out of repair, 
poorly ventilated, and with no facilities 
for bathing; situated near Middleburgh. 
No classification is possible. A sepal'll.te 
room is furnished fOJ; a few aged and in­
firm women. Of the inmates, thiI·teen 
were children, nine idiots, and three in­
sane. There are no sep~rate apartments 
for the insane. An ins,J,ne woman was 
chained to the floor, and a man to a block 
of wood in the yard. The insane share 
at the common table with the othel' pan­
})eI'S, and receive no special attention. 
The children associate with the other in­
mates. 

No improvements hILve been made in 
this institution. Thl! building is in bad 
repair, and each year the dilapidation 
becomes more apparent. The evils of 
indiscriminate a..'lsociation of thp. in­
mates still exist, many of whom are idi­
otic, or vile and debased, and generally 
filthy. A few of the more disturbed 
chronic insane have been transferred to 
the Willard Asylum, but a number of this 
class are still retained in the poor~ 

house. The institution has no conven­
iences for the care of the insane. A few 
children have been placed in asylums, 
but this class not infreauently accumulate 
in the poor-house. 

SENECA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

This is a two-story and basement stone 
str.ucture, situated about foul' miles f"om 
Waterloo. It is planned so as to effect a 
partial classification, and to fleparate the 
sexes at night. 'l'he water supply is d~­
fieient, and there are no proper appli­
ances for bathing. The locatiou is plcas­
ant, and the gl'ounds and yards are in 
good order. Among the inmates were 
twelve children and thirteen insane. The 
insane occupy the first story of a stone 

1878. 
This county was among the first to 

place its chronic insane under State cus­
tody. All of this class then under care 
were tranEferred to the Willard Asylum 
when first opened, and since that timll 
these transfers have been continued. An 
effort is made to proyide for the children 
in families, but a few, from time to time, 
are placed in asylums. The building 
formerly occupied hy the insane has been 
altered and repaired, and is now appro­

http:sepal'll.te
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SENECA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE- Continued. 
1868. 

building'in the real' of the poor-house, 
the second story being nsed as a school­
room. Six of the insane were in some 
form of restraint. nnel they receive no 
f<pedal attention. The farm is mainly 
cultivated hy the paupers, nnd said to be 
productive. 

1878. 
priated to the use of aged men. Other 
improvements. designed to secure a more 
extended classification and hospital ac­
commodations, have also been effecte<l, 
'l'he pauper labor is largely utilized upon 
the farm. 

STEUBEN COUNTY POOR-HOGSE. 
18GS. 

Consists of 11 series of buildings-some 
of hrick and some of wood-standing 
ahout two miles from the village of Bath. 
N 0 clas~ification of the inmates is pos­
sible. The sexes are locked up in sepa­
rate apartments at night, but 'in the day­
time they mingle unrestrained in the 
buildings and yards. Among those 
under care were twenty-one children 
and thirty insane. The. insane occupy a 
two-story brick buiitling, planned with 
cells ranging along central halls, imper­
fectly warmed, poor vcntilation, and 
without bathing facilities. Four were in 
close restraint, anll nearly all were vio­
lent, noisy, and filthy in thcir pcrsons. 
No attendants are cmployed, except pau­
pers. The childl'cn attend school on thc 
premises. 

187S. 
Upon the opening of the Willard Asy­

lum in 1869, this county removed most of 
its chronic insane to that institution. The 
building heretofore occupie<l by this class 
was then set apart for epileptic, idiotic, 
feeble-minded anti infi"m persons. This 
building was destroyed hy fire April 6, 
1878, and fifteen of the inmates perbhed 
in the flamcs. The huilding has since 
heen rebuilt on the olrl foundations, and 
:t fr:tme dwelling has heen erected for the 

. kceper. These expenlliturcs have been 
made upon the OI'iginai plan of the 
huilllingR, and the evils arising from lack 
of classification and the mingling of the 
sexes are perpetuated. 

SUFFOLK COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
lSG3. 1878. 

The poor of this county are supported 
in town poor-houses in the scveral towns, 
or tcmporarily uilled in familics. 01' at 
their homes. Each of thcse ,town houses 
have small farms connected with them, 
cnltivatClI in partby the paupers. Among 
the inmates of these institutions during 
the yem' were twenty-fi ve children, seven 
idiots, nine blinll, three deaf-mutes. and 
twenty-tliree insane. None of these in­
stitutions posscss facilities for classifica­
tion. or spccial conveniences for the in­
sane. 'l'he subject of the abandonment 
of the town systcm, and the erection of a 
county poor-house, is under considera­
tion, and likely soon to be adopted. 

A poor-house was erected in this 
county in 1871, located at Yaphank. This 
is a two-story and basement wooden 
huilding. planned so as to secnre a scpa­
ration of the sexes, and effect a classifi­
calion of the inmates, with hospital ac­
commodations for the sick. It is hcated 
l}y stcam, well supplied with water, 
and has good bathing facilitics. An ad­
dition was rccently made', adapted to the 
c1ironic insanc, ana during the past year 
good sewer:lge has becn secured. 'l'he 
location is pleasant :tnd healthy, Rnd the 
grounds are improved. A IRrge farm, 
connected with the institution, has been 
cleared hy the pallpel's and insane, and 
is uuder a high state of cultivation. 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY POOR-HuUSE. 
1868. 

Constructed of wood, nearly new, and 
in good repair, situated about three miles 
from Monticello. No classification is 
practicable, but a sepamtion of the sexes 
at night is effected. Included among 
those under care were eighteen childl'en, 
foul' idiots, and seventeen insane. The 
children attend school, and, as early as 
practicable, are placed out in families. 
'fhe building for the insane stands some 
twenty rOfis fl'om the poor-house. This 
is a two-strn'y and basement wood struc­
ture, with few 01' no conveniences for its 
purposes. Ten of the insane were con­
fined in cells, ana a few of these (men) 
were in the basement. No attendants 
are employeo., except paupers, and the 
insane receive no speri!!.l medical attcn­
tion. A f<lw labor upon the farm and 
about the house, but the greater portion 
were violent, untidy, and filthy cases. 

1878. 
'I'his house is in good repair, and 

furnishes sufficient room. for the present 
requirements. The evils arising from 
the mingling of the sexes, and the lack 
of facilities for classification, however, 
still exist. The children were removed 
to the Susquehanna Valley Home, at 
Binghamton, in 1869, and, since then, 
such of this class as cannot be provided 
fOI' in families have been sent .to that 
institution. The apartments fOl' thc in­
sane have been altered and conside1'l1bly 
impI'o\'ed, and yal'(ls inclosed. The ac­
commodations for this class are still quite 
meagre, and unsuited to the violent and 
disturbed insane. Only a few of this cias~ 
hiwe as yet been sent to the Willard 
Asylum. No attendants except paupers 
are employed. 

TIOGA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 1878. 


Located three miles from the village of 
Owego. The buildings are in part of 
wood, and in l)a1't of stone; in use sev­
eral years. 'I'hE'Y effect a separation of 
the sexes at night, but dnring the day, 
when out of doorH, the various classes 
are ill association. Included among the 
inmates were five childl'en and fourteen 
insane. 'I'he children attend the district 
school, and when opportunities offer are 
placed in families. The insane occupy a 
single-story wooden building in the rear 
of the poor-house. This contains but 
few conveniences for its purposes; is 
poorly ventilated, and without bathing 
conveniences. Six of the insane were 

. confined in cells, and nearly nl! require, 
at times, to be restrained. There are no 
attendants except paupers. The farm is 
unller good cultivation, and said to be 
lArgely pl'Oducth'e. 

This hbuse is in fair repair, and 
comfortably furnished. The evils lLI·is­
ing from indiscriminate association of the 
inmates still exist. The children WCl'e 
early remo\'e<l to the Susquehanna Val­
ley Home, at Binghamton, and p1'ovi(ied 
for thel'e at the expense of the county. 
As yet but few chronic insane have been 
sent to the State institution. The build­
ing occupierl by the insane has been I'e­
paired and improved, facilities intro­
dUCE'd fOi' bathing, and small yards in­
closed. It is, at the hest, however, hut 
poorly desii,'11ed for its pm·poses. The 
insane are under the care of pauper at ­
tendants, and reeeh'e no special medicnl 
attention, except when sick. A few lahol' 
upon the farm, hut the gl'eater portion 
are demented and helpless cases. 
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TOMPKINS COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
18138. 

A wooden building erected in 1828, and 
situated in the town of UlysseR. about six 
miles from Ithaca. The building is under­
going extensive repairs, and a residence 
is being built for the keeper. Of the in­
mates. five were children and eight in­
Bllne. Oue of the insane, a woman, was 
in restraint j the others were quiet cases. 
No accommodations are made for the in­
Bane in - the improvements now being­
effected. The farm is highly productive, 
and tilled mainly by the insane and pau­
pel"B. 

I8iS. 
The additions and improvements being 

maue to this institution in 1868 were com­
pleted near the close of that yem·. The 
institution is pleasantly situateu, and 
adequate to the present requirements. 
The county early placed its chronic 
insane in the Willard Asylum and 
retain none of this class, needing special 
care, under local control. A few children 
are provided for in asylums, but it is 
aimed, as far as possible, to place them 
direct in family homes. The labor of the 
paupel"B is utilized in cultivating the farm, 
which yieldR a large annual income. 

ULSTER COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

An old, dilapidated, two-story wooden 
structure, situated about three miles from 
New Paltz. The rooms are small, ceilings 
low, ventilation imperfect, and there are 
no suitable bathing conveniences. A 
separation of the sexes is effected at night, 
but the various classes associate with 
each other during the day. The inmates 
under care included thirty-five children 
and twenty-two insane. The insane 
occupy a single-stol'y wooden building, 
about twenty-five rods from the poor­
house. This building has but one entrance, 
and no yards or airing courts. It con· 
tains twenty-five small unventilated cells, 
opening into a central hall, and is heated 
by a single stove. Nine of the insane 
were locked in these cells j the others 
were moving about the -hall. Among 
them were six adult idiots, and two vio­
lent epileptics. All were noiRY and filthy, 
and several nearly nude. The beds were 
disorded and torn, and the halls littered 
with straw and bits of clothing. 'fhe 
water-closet, used by both sexes, was out 
of repair, and the air in the room was 
foul and impure. One unmarried insane 
woman had a child three months old, 
born in the house, the reputed father 
being au insane inmate. No attendants 
are em})loyed except paupel'S. 

ISiS. 
The chronic insane of this county were 

transfClTed to the. Willard Asylum upon 
the opening of that institution in 13G(). 

. Since then none of its chl'onic insane have 
been retained under locul care, the county 
having now ahout one hundred of this 
class in the State Asylum. In ISi5, the 
children then in the poor.house were re­
moved to the Susquehanna Valley Home 
at Binghamton, and since that time such 
of this class as cannot be secured situa­
tions in families are provided fOJ' in that 
institution. The poor-house building has 
beeu repaired and improved, so :13 to 
facilitate ventilation and to secure better 
kitchen and dining arrangements, und 
accommodations for the sick. The b:Iil<l­
ing formerly occupied by the insane has 
been altered and enlarged, and i:J now 
devoted to the'use of the paupers. By 
these changE.'s, a separation of the sexes 
has been effected, and the means fOI' the 
enforcement of discipline secured. No 
extended classificution of the inmute:<, 
however, is praeticable, and the evils 
ari~ing from the association of the vadous 
classes are still being perpetuated. A 
new and bettcr arl'l1.ngcd. poor-housc is 
greatly needed to meet suitably the re­
quirements of the poor of the county. 
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WARREN COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1868. 

This is a two-story stone building erect­
ed in 1862, situated near Warrensbm'gh. 
It is ill-arranged, imperfectly ventilated, 
and has no bathing conveniences. The 
various classes mingle unre"trainedly 
during the day; at night the females are 
locked in their rooms. Among those 
under care were six child)'(m, two idiots, 
and five insane. The insane occupy an 
old, single-story frame building, in rear 
of the main structure. The men were in 
the attic; on the lower floor were aged, 
rliseased male paupers. All were filthy 
and untidy in their persons, and the stench 
in the room was intolE,')·able. The insane 
are uncle)' the care of panpel'S, and re­
ceive no special medical attention, 

1878. 
Thi~ house has been considerably im­

proved, but it still lacks many of the 
con veniences nece5Sary for its pm'poseR. 
'1'he building formerly occupied by the 
insane has been altered and repaired, ami 
is now entirely devoted to aged persons. 
The more violent and disturbed chronic 
insane have been removed to the Willard 
Asylum, and it is aimed to retain only the 
mild anrl quiet of this class under county 
care. The only method adopted of dis­
posing of the children is by placing them 
in families. At times they accumulate in 
the poor-house. A small benefit is de­
rived from the labor of the paupers upon 
the farm connected with the institution. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

13GS. 1878. 


A two-stOlj' brick struct:u'e, situated 
near Argyle, about eight'miles from Fo~,t 
Edward, '1'he building is old, in bad re­
pair, ceilings low, ventilation imperfect, 
with no suitable bathing facilities. 'All 
classes mingle freely with each other, and 
the'sexes are separated only when they 
are locked in their rooms. Included 
among the inmates w!!re thirty children, 
three idiots, and fifty-six insane. The 
building occupied by the insane is a two­
story and hasement brick structure, with 
cells on the sides surrounding central 
halls. It is much out of repair, amI 
greatly crowded. Ten of the insane were 
locked in cells, and nearly all were filthy, 
noisy and excited. No attendants are 
employed except paupers, nor do the in­
Mne receh'e any special medical atten­
tion except when sick. The children 
attend school, but, out of school-hours 
associate with the other inmates. The 
farlll is cultivated mainly by pauper 
labOl'. 

This building has been slightly re­
paired, but is still very defective. No 
classification is practicable, 'other than a 
separation of the sexes at night, During 
the day all classes mingle in the hougo 
and about the grounds. Bnt few of the 
chronic insane have been transferrell to 
the State .Asylum. The building devote. I 
to their use is greatly dilapidated, and 
contains no conveniences for its purposes. 

'The cells aI'e gloomy and uninviting, anci 
the air in t4em foul and oppressive. The 
basement is damp and impure, and the 
walls are broken and in several places 
tumhling down. A large portion of the 
insane requi!'e restraint, and many of 
them are filthy, violent and destrucli\'e. 
The children have beenl'emoved, and are 
pl'ovideci for in asylums and families. 
A new poor-house is greatly needed in 
the county, and the accommodations for 
the insane are entirely inadequate. 
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WAYNE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 
1838. 

Locatecl about one mile from tJ1e vil­
lage of Lyons. '1'he main building is a 
stone structure, t.hree RtOl'ies in height. 
It is old, but in fail' repair, and furnishes 
sllflicient room fOl' the present require­
mellts. The inmates are not fully classi­
fie!l, but a separation of the sexes is 
maintained. Among thoge under care 
were seven children and twenty-nine in­
sane. It is seldom that children accumu­
late in the institution, as steady effortR 
are put forth to place them in families, 
The insane occupy comfortable brick 
buildings, one for the men, and one for 
the women. They are under the chal'ge 
of paid attendants, and are frequently 
visited by the attending physician. Only 
one was found in l'estraint. The farm is 
productive and cultivated by the paupers 
and insane. 

1878. 
This house has been repaired and im­

proved in ventilation, and hetter aCCOlll­
modations for bathing introduce!!. A 
more extended classification is effected, 
and hospital rooms have been t;et apMt 
for 'the sick, The apartments for the 
insane have been enlarged and improved, 
and meet the requirements of the 
milel and harmless class, Waler is 
introduced into bQth departments, and 
gooa bathing facilities are furnished. A 
paid matron has charge of the insane 
women, and the men are nnder the cm'e 
of paid attendants. The sexes are sepa­
rated at all times, and each has separate 
dining-rooms. The more disturbed and 
violent insane have been sent to the 
Willard Asylum, amI none but quiet and 
oraerly cases are held under county care. 
The demand for children by families. it is 
said, fully meets the requirements of 
this class. 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

1868. 
Is located about two miles from Tarry­

town. The main building is a three­
story stone structure; the other build­
ings used for hospital purposes, and for 
the insane, are partly of brick and partly 
of stone. Among the inmates were one 
hundred children (sixty-four boys and 
thirty-six girls), ten idiots and twenty­
nine insane. '1'he childl'en attend school, 
and it is aimed to keep them separate, 
but when out of school they associate 
more or (ess with the other inmates. The 
apartments for the insane arp. quite 
limited, and contain but few conveniences. 
The sexes are separated. hut no classifi­
cation of the insane is practicable. Six 
were restrained in their rooms, the others 
were generally quiet, and allowed the 
liberty of the halls and yards. 

I8iS. 
The buildin!,>'S al'e in good repair and 

partially adapted to classification. No 
secure sp.paration of the sexes is efi'ecte!1. 
The children have. in pal't, been removed 
to asylums; others are provided fOl'in a. 
building remote from thp. pool'-house, 
under the general control of the supCl'in­
tendents of the POOl', Upon the opcning 
of the Willa.rd Asylum,the chl'onic insane 
in the poor-house were sent to that insti­
tution. and no provision is made for this 
class by the connty. 'fhe lahor of the 
paupers is thoroughly utilized in culti­
vating the farm. 

http:Willa.rd
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WYOMING COUNTY POOR-H~USE. 

1868. 1878. 


This institution is located near Varys­
burg. 'l'he buildings are of wood, the 
one occupied by the keeper having been 
erected in 1864. The buildings appro­
lwiatcd to the paupers have been long in 
nse, and are much dilapidated. No 
classifi~ation of the inmates is l-'ractica­
ble. The sexes are separated in their 
rooms at night, but during the day, when 
out of dODl's, the association is unre­
stl·icted. Among the inmates were fh-e 
children, sixteen insanc, and ten idiots. 
The insanc occupy a two-story woollen 
building near the poor-house. The huild­
ing is nearly new, and in good conuition. 
The women are under the care of a 
matron, and the men are in charge of the 
keeper. None of the insane ~vere in re­
straint. A physician visits the asylum 
daily. The fa1m is tilled mainly by the 
insane and paupers. 

Within thc past few ycars a two-story 
wooden builuing was added to this insti ­
tutiou for men, and a small building 
fitle,l up for adult idiots. During the 
past year the old building occupied by 
the women was removed, amI a new, 
wooden structure erected upon its site. 
The additions thus made furnish all 
the room at present required for the 
poor of the county. The evils arising 
f)'om the lack of facilities for classi,i­
cation, an,1 for the separation of the 
sexes, l\[lwever, still largely exist. The 
('ounty I'etains all of its clll'o::ic insane, 
of whieh the nu~ber is quite small. 
The Ilependent children of the county al'e 
plac(",l. direct 1-.1 family homes, and the 
demands for such children UJ'e said to be 
equal to the reqnirements. The labor of 
the inmates is utilized in cnltivating the 
farm, which is quite productive. 

18G8. 
An old, dilapidated, two-story amI 

bnsement stone structure, located in the 
town of Jerusalem, about five miles from 
Penn Yan. Among the inmates were 
twenty-four children, two idiots, and 
seven insane. The insane wel'e in an old 
building in the rem', with no attendants 
except paupers. 'Three were confined in 
theil' cells, and nearly all were excited 
and violent. The childre.n alten,l school 
in a building situated upon the pODl~ 
bouse /.rrounds, but when out of school 
they mingle with the other inmates. No 
classifieation is possible in the institution; 
the iSexes m'e separated at nig-ht, but 
during the nay the association is unre­
stricted. The lahor of the paupers, as 
far as practicable. is utilized upon the 
f;trm. 

1878. 
N CUI' the close of 18G8 this county 

transfeJ'red the ,Iepencient children then 
in the poor-house to the Ontario Orphan 
Asylum, at Canandaigua, amI since then 
it hns provided for this class mainly in 
that institution. The chronic insane, in 
1869, were sent to the Willm·tl Asylum, 
and none of this class are now held under 
county care. During the past year a new 
poor-house wns erected upon the site of 
the old structure. 'This is a substantial, 
twO-stOl'y amI basement stone builtling, 
planned so as to separate the sexes and 
seCUl'e a partial classitication. It is 
heated by steuni, hus good conveniences 
for bathing, und is adequate to tne 
present requirements. 
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SCHEDULE :NUMBER TWO. 

Showing tile facts regarding certain State paupers relieved and provided for 
under the provisions of the State Pauper Law. 

[PREPARED ANI> SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY.] 

A man, sixty years of age and partially blind, wandered from his 
relatives at Worcester, Mass., in 1871, and went ,to Canada. He applied 
for aid at Ogdensburg, while endeavoring to return to his friends, and 
was committed to t.he St. Lawrence County State Alms-house November 
11, 1873. He was furnished transportation to his home ill Worcester, 
December 23, 187;~. 

A man, wif) and child were committed t.o the Albany .City State 
Alms-house November 25, 1873. They weu.t from Quebec, Canada, 
the rlace of their birth, to Boston, Mass., some few weeks before, but 
1he man failing to obtain employment, they were thrown upon the public, 
and sent by t.he authorities of BostOil to Albany. The family was for­
warded to their home in Quebec November 28, 1873. 

A feeble, infirm man, sixty-eight years old, born in Holland, and 
only a few years in this country, was committed to the Delaware County 
State Alms-house Decemher 9, 1873. He .was found to be an alien 
without the means of SIIPPOl't, and had no relatives or friends in this 
country. He died at the' alms-house December 13, 1874. 

A man, wife and four children, the youngest one year, and the eldest 
eight years old, were committed to the Erie County State Alms-house De­
cember 12, 1873, the man and woman being sick, and the children poorly 
clad. The parents were of English birth, residing in Rlltim:lre, Md., for 
several years, where their children were born, and where they had rela­
tives and friends. They left Baltimore some four months previous, 
stopped a short time in Paterson, N. J., went from there to Rochester, 
N. Y., and thence to Buffalo, where they applied for aid, in great 
distress. The children were clothed, alld the family forwarded to Balti­
more, December 30, L::;73. 

An insane- man, in middle life, was found wandering in' Orange 
county, poorly clad, and committed to the Suffolk County State Alms­
house December Hi, 1873. At the time of his commitment both feet 
were frozen, requiring amputation. The man is wholly uuintelligible, 
und thus far no trace as to his settlement or friends has been obtained. 
He is still under care. 

A man, twenty-four years old, poorly clad and destit.ute, and suffering 
with disease of tll3 heart, applied for aid in Buffalo Decemb~r 18, 1873, 
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and was committed to the Erie County State Alms-house. He was born 
in Ireland, came to Montreal, Canada, sev~ral years ago, where he 
resided until within the past few years, since which time he has been 
without settled residence. He stated that he had relatives in Montreal, 
who would aid him, and he was furnished transportation to that place 
December 30, 187:3. 

Arl intelligent, educated girl, eighteen years of age, born in Canada, 
came to Rochester in the autumn of 1873, by boat from Toronto. From 
there she went to Livingston county, remained a few weeks, and returned 
to Rochester, where she was arrested and adjudged insane, and commit­
ted to the Erie County State Alms-house December 23, 187:3. She 
remained under care until August 10, 1874, when she disclosed the 
fact that her mother resided in Toronto, Canada, and she was sent to 
that city in charge of an attendant, and placed in her home. 

A man, sixty years old, sick and in great destitution, applied for aid 
in Buffalo January 28; 1874, and was admitted to the Erie County State 
Alms-house. He stated that his birth-place was Ireland, his residence 
Canada, and he claimed to have a wife and children. Upon recovery 
he was sent to St. Catharines, Canada, February 27, 1874. 

A man, fifty-three years. old, poorly clad and greatly depressed men­
tally, was found wandering in Queens county and committ.ed to the 
Suffolk COllnty State Alms-house February 3, 1874. Upon examination 
it was learned that he was a mechanic, that he had been discharged 
from work about a year previous, and that 'since then he had been 
traveling from place to place seeking employment. He remained under 
care until February 23, 1874, when a place was secured for him in Suf­
folk county, at his trade (blacksmith), since which time he has provided 
for himself, and is now established in business in that county. 

A feeble and infirm mau, eighty-two years of age, poorly clad and 
without means, applied for relief in Wayne county, and was committed 
to the Erie COllnty State Alms-house February 12, 1874. He came 
from Michigan in search of a daughter, supposed to reside ill Wayne 
county, but was uuable to find her. He remained at the alms-house, 
beillg too unwell to travel, until March 30,1874, when he was forwarded 
to Cold Water, Mich., where he formerly resided with a son. 

A young man, nineteen years of age, poorly clad, destitute and sick, 
born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, applied for aid at Amityville February 2:3, 
1874, and was committed to the Suffolk County State Alms-house. It 
appeared upon examination that he had only been about eight months 
in the country; that during this time he lIad been in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and this State, most of the time without employment, and 
that he llad no means of sllpport. He was forwarded, on the 24th of 
February, 1874, to the place of his birth, where bis parents and relatives 
reside. 

http:committ.ed
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A man, wife and two cnildren, all feeble-minded, were discharged 
from the town poor-house at Woodbury, Conn., in the fall of 1873, where 
they had been inmates over four years, and furni~hed means by the 
authorities to move to this State. They were arrested while wander­
ing in Oswego connty, and committed to the Albany City State Alms­
house FGbruary 25, 1874. The family was sent back to Woodbury, 
March 5, 1874. Two other members of this family, a son and his 
wife, both of feeble intellect, committed to the Albany City State 
Alms-honse February 13, 1874, were also sent back at the same time, 
and none of them have since burdeneu the tltate. 

A man, twenty-one years old, born ill Pittsburg, Penn., moved 
with his parents when a child to Cincinnati, O. For the past two 
years he had worked upon canals in thi:; State and Pennsylvania, 
and, although crippled, had liiucceeued in supporting himself until 
March 6, 1874, wllen he was committed to the Sufi'olk COlluty State 
Alms-house. He exhibited lc~ters from his parents, and, being without 
means, was sent to their care March 10, 1874. 

A man and his wife and three children, the eldest aged nine years, and 
the youngest one year, came from Irehnd in 1672, landeu at Quebec, 
Canada, auu settled in Toronto, where the youngest child was born. 
From Toronto they went' to Detroit, Mich., and arrived in Buffalo 
June 11, 1874, iu distress, and were committed to the Erie County 
State Alms-house. At the request of the man, the entire family was 
sent to Toronto, Canada, June 27, 1874, where it was claimed" he had 
friends who could aid in supporting them. 

An unmarried man, finy years old, applied for aid in Mexico, Oswega 
county, September 16, 1074, suffering wiLh cancer of the face, and was 

• sent to the St. Lawrence County State Alms-house. His statements 
were, that he was born in Ireland, came to this country in 1862, went 
west, where he had resided until within a few weeks previons, and that 
he had no relatives in this country. The disease progressed rapidly, 
and he died in the alms-house November 2, 1874.' 

A single man, fift:,; years olel, born in Ireland, twenty years in this 
country, and an alien, without any settled residence, applied at the 
poor-house of TompUns co:mty for relief, suffering with difficult breath­
ing, palpitation, and general dropsy, and was committed to the Erie 
County State Alms-house September 17, 1874. lIe was entirely desti­
tute, and had no relatives or friends in this country, and died suddenly 
at that institution September 24, 1874. 

A man-ied woman and three children, the eldest five years, and the 
youngest seven months 010., came from St. Paul, Minn., to Rochester 
in quest of relatives, unt, being unable to find them, applied to the 
superintendent of the poor for relief, and were committed to the Erie 
County State Alms-house August 22, 1874. 'l'he family was under care 
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there until September 19, 1874, one of the children being sick, when 
they were sent to their home at t)t. Paul. 

A man, aged twenty-three years, born in Philadelphia, Penn., 
applied for relief at Amityville, October 23, 1b74, being crippled with 
chronic rheumatism, aild was committed to the t)ufl"olk COlluty State 
Alms-house. According to his statement, he had resided in Philadel­
phia from his birth until within the past year, and since then 
llad led a wan,lering life. It was also learned that he had been an 
inmate of the alms-house in Philadelphia. He remained under care in 
a crippled condition until April 20, 1875, when, at his request, he was 
furnished transportation to his place of legal set.tlement. 

A widow wit.h four children, the youngest being sixteen months old, 
came from Ogle county, Ill., where she had resided during the previ­
ous eight years, and where the two youngest children were born, to 
Tompkins county, in search of relatives, but being unable to find them, 
was committed to the Erie County t)tate Alms-house November 13, 
1874. As it appeared that the woman h:1(l relatives in Illinois, she was 
returned with her children to that Sts.te at her own reqeest. 

An insane woman, aged about twenty-five yeam, was pickerl up by 
the police of New'.Jurgh while wandering in that ci~y, excited an(l noisy, 
and committed to the Albany Cit.yState Alms-hous~ December 12, 187·!' 
She was transferred to the Willard Asylum December 20, 1875, where 
she s~on considerably improved. By an extended correfpondence with 
a distant relative, residing in 'New York, it was fouml that the 'woman 
had recently come from Germany, landing at Philadelpllia, Penn., and 
that she had a mother and sisters residing at Frankfort-on-the-l\1ain. 
She was discharged from the Willard Asylum November 21, 1877, alid 
forwarded, uJ1(lcr the care of an attendant., to her home. Her family 
and friends had no knowledge as to her whereabouts during her absence. 
The woman 'YaS in good physicalltealth, and bid fair to live many years. 

A feeble and illfirm mall, bevellty-eight years of age, was found 
wandering in great di::;tress in 0r10ans cOllnty, and committed to tne 
Erie Count.y t)tute Alms-house Decen.lhcr 17, 1874. No clue could be 
obbined a:3 to his friends, or even as to his birth-place. He died at the 
alms-1lOuse December 24, 1874. 

A man, aged twenty-one years, wholly disabled by chronic rheuma­
tism, applied for relief at Hempstead, Queens connty, DecemLer 14, 
1874, and was committed to the Sunolk County State Alms-house. An 
examination showed that he was barn in Rhode l:;land,.that he had heen 
only a few days i:1 this State, and that lIe W:lt! without the mean,s of 
support. At his request, he was sent to his home January 11, 1875. 

A man, about seventy-five years of age, thinly clad, feeble and infirm, 
applied for relief at the Wayne Couuty Poor-house in December, 1874, 
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and on the 28th of that month was committed to the Erie County State 
Alms-house. His statemcnhl showed that he was born in New York; 
that fvr several yeard patit he h:ld resided in New Jersey; that he 
recently returned to this State, and that he had no relatives or friends, 
nor the means of snppOlt. He died at the alms-house August 7, 1875. 

A wiuow, aged thirty-eight years, and fOllr children, the youngest an 
infant., came· fl'om Marshall, Mich., t::> Oswego, expect.ing to find rela­
tives there, bllt being disappointed was obliged to apply to the authori­
ties for relief. 'fhe family was committed to the Erie County tltate 
Alms-house January 12, 1875, and sent from there, at the request of the 
woman, to her late residence in Michigan January 15, 1875. 

A feeble and infirm man, eighty years of age, and in great destitu­
tion, applied for aid at Hancock January 26, 1875, and was committed 
to the Delaw:lrc C::>llnty State Alms-house. Fro:n his statements it 
appeared that he wad bC>rIl in Chenango county, but that, he had resided 
for several years past in Rhode Island, and that he came from t.hat State 
a few weeks before. lIe claimed to have children living both ill this 
State and Rhode Island, but up to his death, which occurred April 23, 
1875, no trace of them could be found. 

An insane m~l:1. ageJ fifty years, was arrested in Rochester February 
19, 1875, and committed to the Erie County State Alms-house. He 
remained under care until July 29, 1875, when it was learned that he 
came from Titusville, Penn., where his .wife resided, and he was then 
sent to ·his home, under the charge of an attendant. 

An intelligent single man, native born and forty-five years of age, 
suffering with acute rheumatism, applied for relief in Wayne county 
February 25, 1875, aud was sent to the Onondaga County State Alms­
house. His statements showed that he had no legal settlement 'in this 
State, and that he was withont means or relatives to provide for his sup­
port. He was retained under care until April 5, 1875, when, having 
fully recovered, lIe was discharged. 

An educated man; thirty years of age, born in Boston, Mass., where 
he had resided until within the past few months, applied for relief at 
Amityville February 23, 1875, and being without means and crippled 
witIr frozen feet, 'was committed to the Suffolk County State Alms-honse, 
where he remained under care until March 24, 1875, when he was for­
warded to his home. 

A woman, abandoned by her husbana, having with her two children, 
the younger an infant, came to Rochest.er from Oil City, Penn., where 
she. had resided several years, and where both of her children were 
born, in quest of her husband, but failing in her endeavors to find him, 
and being oestitute, applied to the authorities for relief, and was com­
mitted t.o the Erie County State Alms-house March 27, 1875. She 
mmained in the alms-house till July 9, ]875, 011 acconnt of the sickness 

http:Rochest.er


95 STATE BOARD OF CHA.RITIES: 

of t11e children, when she was furnished transportation to the place of 
her late residence in Pennsylvania. 

An unmarried feeble minded woman, thirt.y-four years old came from 
Canada, where she resided with reiatives, and was committed to the 
Jefferson County State Alms-house July 19, 1875. She was sent, at her 
request, to her friends and former place of residence in Canada, August 
9, 1875. 

An insane 'Woman, aged about thirty-five years, was arrested while 
traveling in Saratoga county, and being unable to give any account of 
herself or friends, or ~s to her place of residence, she was committed to 
the Albany City State Alms-house July 22, 1875; transferred to the 
Willard Asylum September 29, 1875, and died in that institution July 
11, 1877. No clue could be obtained as to her friends or residence. 

A man, fOl,'ty years old, suffering with intermittent fever, applied for 
relief in Buffalo Augnst 18, 1875, and'was committed to the Erie County 
State Alms-house. Upon examination it appeared that he was born in 
Bangor, Me., where h'e had a wife and six children, and where he had 
resided until the spring of 1874, when he went to Texas to obtain 
employm~mt as an engineer. His health failing, he left for his home, 
dependent almost entirely upon charity. He was forwarded to his des­
tination, Bangor, August 24, 1875. 

A widow, forty years of age, and six children, the eldest sixteen and 
the yonngest two years old, came from Illinois, where all the children 
were born, applied for relief in Buffalo, in destitute circumstances, 
August 2,1, 1875, and were committed to the Erie Cou'nty State Alms­
house. Three of the children were provided with situations September 
9, 1875, and the mother and other children were discharged May 3, 
1876, none of whom have since burdened the State. 

A woman of German nativit.y, forty-eight years old, with three clIil­
drcn, aged respectively ten, eight and four years, applied for relief ill 
Brooklyn, and was committed to the Kings County State Alms-house 
September 23, 1875. 'I'he testimony of the woman was, that she had 
resided in Kansas City, Mo., the past eighteen years, that her children 
were all born there, and that her husbmld died in St. Louis May 6, 1875; 
that S0011 after the death of her husband she came to Brooklyn, hoping 
to be aided by friends, but that she had hcen disappointed; and that 
if sbe were returned to Kansas City, wi:.h her cllildren, she would be 
able to provide for herself. As she was wholly destitute, and likely, 
with her children, to continue a bllr<1en to the State, unless tbus aided, 
the family was forwarded to their former hom~ October 9, 1875. 

An infirm man, seventy-eight years of age, wholly destitute, made 
application for relief in Binghamton October 5, 1875, and was committed 
to the Broome County State Alms-bollse. His testimony showed that 
lIe was born in Northampton, Mass., that 110 had been ill the western 
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States some four years, and was seeking his way back to his home. 
Upon the assurance t.hat. he had relatives there who would provide for 
him, he was, on the I:Hh of March,.1875, forwarded to his destination. 

A man, twenty-nine years old, crippled with rheumatism, applied for 
aid at Farminguale, Queells cOllnty, November 12,1875, and, having 110 

means of support, was cOlUmitted to tll~ HulInlk County State Alms~house. 
Subsequent investigation f!howed that he was born in Illinois; that he 
was without home or relatives; that for several years past he had been 
employed on public works in Pc;msylvania, and that· he had been in 
this State a few weeks only. On the 24th of March, 1876, having 
partially recovered, he was forwarded, at his request, to, Donnington, 
Penn., the place where he was last employed, and where he felt a1:isUl'ed 
he could provide for himself. 

A young man and his wife, with two children, the younger an 
infant, made application for aid at Scriba, Oswego county, December 6, 
1875, and were sent to the Onondaga County State Alms-holl1:ie. From 
the testimony in their case, it appeared that the entire family was born 
in Canada; that they bst resided in Dundee; that they had been in 
the State only a few days, and that they had no one here to rely upon 
for snpport. The man was taken sick SOOI1 after his arrival, and the 
woman was in poor health. At their request, they were, on the 1Sth of 
December, 1875, furnished transportation to their home, where it was 
claimed they had relatives to aid them. 

An intelligent single man, twenty-five years old, born in Pennsylva­
nia, disabled by the loss of the left arm, applied for relief at Hemp­
stead, L. 1.,. December 6, 1875, and was cOIllmitted to the Kings County 
State Alms-house. He testified that for several years past, since the 
death of his parents, he had resided with a brother in St. Louis, Mo.; 
that he left there about two years previous, and engaged in ped,lling ; 
that he h,Ld 110 settlement in this State, and that he was without t,he 
means of support. At his request he was forwarded to his brother, who, 
he was confident, would aid him. 

A single man, thirty-two years old, horn iul\Iaine, crippled with rl1Cu­
matism induced by exposure, applied for relief at Hempstead, L. 1., 
and was committed t.o the K~nbrs County .state Alms-hou1:ie March 7, 
1876. According to his account, he bad, for the previons six months, 
been tramping in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and this State, in search 
of employment, without Sllccess, and tha,t he had no relatives or friends 
to rely upon. He was retained nuder care until A.pril 27, 1876, when, 
having }'ecovered, he was didcharged 

Au ullmanied mall, fOl'l.y-four years old, a native of t.his State, but 
for the past thirteen year,::; residing in other States, suffering with asth­
mat.ic disease, applied for relie-f' at Hempstead, L. I., March 8, 1876, 
and was sent to the Kings County State Alms-hous~. He testified th:.tt he 
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was entirely without the means of support, and had no relatives' or 
friends to aid him. He remained under care, most of the time in the 
hospital, until his death, which took place April 3, 1876. 

A feeble, infirm man, sixty-four years old, born in Ireland, twenty­
eight years in this country, residing most of the time at Phenix­
ville, Peun., applied to the overseer of the poor of Dunkirk, Chautauqua 
county, for aid April 9, 1876, and was committed to the Erie County 
State Alms-house. He remained in that institution until May 11, 1876, 
when he was sent to his home. 

A married woman, thirty-eight years old, with five children, the 
eldest aged sixteen and the youngest six years, applied for relief to the 
superintendent of the poor in Rochester, sick and destitute, June 3, 
1876, and was committed to the Onondaga County State Alms-house. 
Upon inquiry, it was found that the family left PhiladelplJia, Penn., 
where they had resided several years, and went to Canada about two 
years previous; that the husband left his family the March previous 
in search of employment, since which time he had not been heard from; 
that the woman had learned he was in Rochester, but had been unable 
to find him, and that she had no means of support, nor friends in this 
State to rely on for aid. Upon assurance that she had relatives in 
Philadelphia able and willing to assist her, the family was, on the 6th 
of June, 1876, forwarded to that city. ' 

A man, twenty-six years old, colored, born in Virginia, where he 
has a wife, left that State in 1875, stopping in Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
and other points to procure work; was committed to the Seneca County 
State Alms-house, disabled with rheumatism, July 6, 1876, where he 
remained until September,25, when he was forwarded to his home in 
Richmond, Va• 
. An infirm man, seventy-six years of age, greatly emaciated, applied 

for relief at Rome July 21, 1876, and was sent to the Oneida County 
State Alms-house. According to his testimony, he was born in this 
State, but from early life had spent most of his time in the army, or as 
a sailor; that for the last twenty-five 01' thirty years he had not been in 
the State, and that he had no relatives or friends to rely upon for aid. 
He remained uuder care until his death, which occurred October 27, 
1876. 

An insane man, about fort.y years old, an Italian by hirth, was 
arrested in Binghamton July 24, 1876, and committed to the Broome 
County State Alms-house. He could give no intelligent account of 
himself, nor could any clue be obtained as to his residence or fliends. 
The insanity had evidently existed for along time, and the disease pro­
gressed rapidly until his death, which took place December 20, 1876. 

A married man. tl::rty years oU, was arrested by the police of Dun­
kirk, Chauta1ll111ll. cOllllty, September 11, 1876, anu cOUlmittcJ to the 

1 
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Erie County State Alms!.house. He stated that he was born in Illinois; 
that for the past eight years he had resided in Ott.awa, in that State; 
that he left his home to procure work, and that he had been sick most 
of the time since he came to this State, and unable to labor. At his 
request, he was seut to his home September 27, 1876. 

A feeble ana infirm man, seventy~two years old, sought relief in the 
town of Eaton, Madison county, September 23, 1876, and was committed 
to t.he Oneida County State Alms-house: He said that he was born in 
this State; that he had been in the Western States thirty or more years; 
t.hat he returned in search of relatives,. but had been unable to find 
them, and that he had no means of support. His death, evidently 
hastened by hardships and exposure in his wanderings, occurred 
Odober 12, 1876. 

On the 25th of September, 1876, a man, thirty-six years of age, was 
picked up in the streets of Syracuse, suffering with severe attacks of 
vomiting, and sent to the Onondaga County State Alms-house, where he 
died the following day. Before his death he stated that he was born 
ill England; that he came direct from Louisville, Ky., and that he had 
110 relatives or friends in this country . 
. An unmarried man, sixty-three years old, a paralytic, born in France, 

applied for aid in Lewis county September 30, 1876, and was committed 
to the Jefferson County State Alms-house. He had been a resident of 
Canada for several years, came to this State in July, 1876, and, from that 
date to the time of his commitment, had been wandering in various 
counties. He died in the alms-house April 8, 1877. 

A married woman, feeble and infirm, and two intelligent children 
(boys), aged nine and ten years, came from Bergen Point, N. J., to 
Troy, expecting to find relatives there, but, failing and applying for 
aid, were committed to the Albany City State Alms-house October 6, 
1876, and immediately furnished transportation to their home. 

An insane woman, about fifty years of age, was picked up in the 
streets of Amityville October 7, 1876, in great destitution, and committed 
to the Suffolk County State Alms-house. The birth-place of the womau 
is unknown, and 110 trace of her friends or residence has been obtained. 
She is still under care, and likely to remain a public charge through 
life. 

An unmarried man, sixty years old, suffering with asthma, applied to 
the superintendent of the poor at Waterloo for relief, and was committed 
to the tltmeca County State Alms-house December 7, 1876. According 
to his statements, he was born in England, had been in this count.ry 
from early manhood, and served for a time in the United States army, 
and he had no settled residence, or relatives to aid him. He remained 
under care until March 7, 1877, when, being greatly improved, he was 
discharged. 
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A man, fifty-four years old, born in Montreal, Canada; was a sailor 
from that city until within the past few years, when he was severely 
crippled in the lower extremities. He came into this State ill the 
summer of 1876, traveling from place to place, subsisting on public and 
private charity until December 11, when he was committed to the Suf­
folk County State Alms-house' from Amityville. He remained under 
care till January 26, 1877, when, upon his request, he was forwarded to 
Montreal. ' 

An'unmarried, homeless'man, suffering with pulmonary consumption, 
was committed to the Albany City State Alms-house January 17, 1877. 
He was born in Troy, N. Y., but had been a wanderer for several years, 
and had no knowledge as to the residence of any relatives. He died 
at the alms-house March 29, 1877. . 

An unmarriell man, fifty years old, born in Germany, several years in 
this country, r.esiding at Mercerville, Penn., applied for aid, being tem­
porarily in Bath, Steuben county, sick and destitute, and was committed 
to the Broome County State Alms-house January 19, i877. when he was 
furnished transportation to his home. 

An educated young man, nineteen years old, convalescing from fever, 
applied for relief in Brooklyn January 23,1877, and was committed to 
the Kings County State Alms-house. His statements showed that he 
was born in Bedford, Mass. ; that he left there on the 23d of April, 1875, 
on board o.f a whaling vessel; that he had been absent from home since 
then, and that he reached the port of New York only a few days pre~ 
vious. It appearing that he was without means or friends to aid him, he 
was, on the 24th of March, 1879, forwarded to his home. 

A woman, twenty-eight years old, widowed, with two children, the 
elder aged three years, and the younger one year, arrived in Buffalo 
destitute, from Ohio, February 16, 1877, and was committed to the Erie 
County State Alms-house. The woman was born in Massachusetts and 
the children in Ohio, where the husband and father died. The family 
was forwarded to relatives in Taunton, Mass., February 21, 1877. 

A single man, twenty-four years old, born in England, suffering from 
an injury to his knee, applied for surgical aid in Malone, Franklin 
county, and was committed to the St. Lawrence County State Alms­
house March 7, 1877. Upon inquiry it appeared that he came direct 
from Canada, where he had resided since landing in this country; that 
he had no relatives to rely upon, and that owing to the injury he was 
incapable of earning a livelihood. He remained under care until May 
9, 1877, when, having fully recovered, he was discharged, and has not 
reappeared. 

An unmarried man, thirty-six years old, born in Ireland, and since 
his arrival ill this country without a steady home, being employed most 
of the time upon public works, applied for relief at the Cattaraugus 



100 ANNUAL RRPOR1' OF 'l'JIE 

County Poor-house April 4, 1877, suffering from the effects of frozen feet, 
and was committed to the Erie County State Alms-house, where he 
remained uuder treatment until April 23d, when he was discharged, 
recovered. . 

A man, aged fifty-two, and his wife, fifty years, with two children, 
respectively nine and six years old, applied for assistance to the superin­
tendent of the poor in Rochester April 19, 1877, and were committed to 
the Monroe County State Alms-honse. The examinat.ion showed that 
the entire family was bol'Tl in Vermont, and that they had resided in 
that State until within two years past, when they m9ved to Kansas. 
Soon after their arrival there the man was taken sick, and- for the past 
year had been nnable to labor, and he was endeavoring to reach Rutland, 
Vt., with his family, where he had three older children, who would aid 
them. As he was wholly destitute and unable to labor, the family was 
forwarded without delay to their destination. 

A married woman and two young children applied for relief in Buffalo, 
and were committed to the Erie County State Alms-house April 25, 1877. 
The family came direct from Canada a few days previous, where the 
husband and father remained. At her request, the woman with her 
children was sent to Toronto, Canada, May.8, 1877. 

An infirm man, seventy-seven years of age, born in this State, applied 
for relief at Rome l\Iay 25, 1877, and was sent to the Oneida Count.y 
State Alms-house. His testimony was that he came direct from Adrian, 
Mich., where lIe had resided several years, ca:...ed for by relatives, and 
that he was in search of friends in this State, but had been unable to 
find them. At his request, and being without means, he was furnished 
transportation to his home June 6, 1877 . 

.A man and his wife and three children, all natives of England except 
the youngest child, an infant, born in Ohio, applied for relief in Roches­
ter June 11, 1877, being entirely destitute, and were committed to the 
Erie County State Alms-house. The family came to this country in 
1875, landing in Quebec, and went from there to the Western States, but 
have had no fixed residence. They remained in the alms-house till July 
11, 1877, when they were forwarded to their friends in Liverpool, 
England. 

A woman, thirty-five years old, and four children, the eldest aged ten, 
and the youngest two years, applied for relief in Brooklyn June 27, 
1877, and were committed to the Kings County State Alms-house. The 
statements of the woman were as follows: That she was a native of 
Mobile, Ala., was married there in 1863, and that her eldest child was 
born in that city; that in 1867 she went to Brazil, S. A., where her hus­
band was engaged in a railroad enterprise, and where her other children 
were born; that her husband died in April, 1877, and she left the 
cuuntry with her family soon after, landing in Brooklyn a few days pre­
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vious; that she had no friends in this State to aid her, and that she was 
without the means of support. Upon assurances that she would be pro­
vided for by relatives, she was forwarded, with her children, to Mobile, 
Ala., July 14, 1877. 

A married woman, aged thirty years, with a yonng child, was picked 
up by the police in the streets of New York July 2, 1877, and commit­
ted as insane to the Kings County State Alms-house. Upon examination 
it appeared that the woman was born ill Ireland; that for the past 
twelve years she had resided in Richmond, Ill., where her child was 
born; that she had been to Ireland, and landed in New York on her 
return June 17, 1877, and that she was entirely destitute and had no 
friends in this State. Upon representing that her husband was probably 
in Richmond, Ill., and that she also had friends there who would aio. 
11er, being pronounced cured by the attending physician, she was for­
warded, wit.h her child, to that place July 17~ 1877. 

A single man, t.wenty-three years old, born in Canada, applied at the 
poor-house of Oswego county for relief August 8, 1877, disabled by 
hernia, and was committed to the Jeff'erson County State Alms-house, 
whence he was sent August IS, 1877, to his friends in Kingston, 
Canada. 

A married woman, twenty-two years old, insane and abandoned by 
her husband, was found wandering in Cattaraugus county and com­
mitted to the Erie County State Alms-hollse August 8, 1877. Upon 
inquiry it was learned that she came from Pennsylvania, and she was 
sent, under the care of an attendant, August 29, 1877, and delivered to 
the overseer of the pOOl' of t.he town from which she came. 

A man and his wife, ~ged respectively twenty-five and twenty-six 
years, and two children, the elder four and the younger two years old, were 

committed to the Albany City State Alms-house August 15, 1877. The 


. pal'ents emigrated from England some six years ago, settled i!'J. Michi­

gan, whe're they have since resided, and where their children were 

born. They left Michigan the first. of August, intending to return to 

their friends in England; bnt on reacning Albany the children were 

taken sick, and their means soon became exhausted. The family was 

forwarded to Liverpool, England, September 1, 1877. 

An insane woman, aged about thirty years, accompanied by a bright, 
intelligent little girl, about seven years of age, was picked up in the 
town of Huntington, L. I., and committed to the Suffolk County State 
Alms-house September 5, 1877. The woman wal: great.ly excited and 
violent, and her statements confused and conflicting. She claims to 
have been born in one of the Southern States; that her husband is dead, 
and that. she traveled with her child from Georgia, most of the wayan 
foot, subsisting on charit.y, The child was soon placed in a family, the 
woman st.ill remaining in tIle alms-house, and thm: far no clue to ller 
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relatives or friends, or to the place whence sh~ came, has been obtained. 
She is more quiet- than when committed, but gives little promise of 
recovery. 

An infirm man, sixt.y-nine years old, born in Vermont, It widower, 
found wandering in distress in Saratoga count.y, was cOlIlmitted to 
t.he Albany Cit'Y State Alms-house October 1, 1877. Since the death of 
his wife, some five years since, he had resided alternately with relatives 
in Vermont and Canada, and was on his way to 'Vermont when arrested. 
He died at the Albany City State Alms-house October 19, 1877. 

A young man, seventeen years old, enfeebled evidently from priva­
tions and exposure, applied for relief in New York October 30, 1877, and 
was committed to the Kings County State Alms-house. His statements 
were, that he was born in Ireland; that he left there about eight months 
previous, landing at Halifax, N. S. ; that from there he went to Lowell, 
Mass., where he remaincd a short time, and thence to New York, where 
he arrived only a few days previous, and that he had no means of sup­
port nor friends to provide for him. He remained under care in the 
hospital dcpartment of the alms-house until his death, which took place 
J anllary 23, 1878. 

An intelligent and, apparently, a respectable man, fifty-two years 
old, suffering from rheumatic fever, applied for aid at Amityville, L. I., 
November 24, 1877; and upon his statement that he came from Canada, 
where he had resided for several years, and that he was without mean~, 
and had no friends to rely upon for support, he was committed to the 
Suffolk County State Alms-house, and died in that institution March 14, 
1878. 

A colored man, eighteen years of age, applied for relief in New York 
December 1, 1877, sick and destitute, and was committed to the Kings 
County State Alms-house. His declarations were, that he was born in 
Richmond, Va.; that °he left that city some six months previous by 
schooner; that when landing in New York, sick, he was abandoned by 
his employer, and that he had no friends in this State to aid him. At 
his request, he was forwarded to his home December 13, 1877. 

A single man, thirty-four years old, born in St. Johns, New Bruns­
wick, crippled in both arms, applied for relief in Buffalo, and was sent 
to the Erie County State Alms-house December 3, 1877. Upon inquiry 
it was learned that he had been in the State but a few days, alld that 
he came from Canada, where he had resided several years. He claimed 
t,o have friends in Toronto, Canada, and was sent to that city, at his 
request, December 5, 1877. 

An intelligent young man, eighteen years old, greatly debilitated, 
applied for relief to the superintendent of the poor in Rochest.er Decem­
ber 24, 1877, and was committed to the Monroe Count.y State Alms­
house. His statements were, that he was born in Danielsonville, Conn.; 
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that he had resided there with his parents, who were still living, con­
tinuously, until May, ]877, when he went to seek employment; that he 
~as soon prostrated with fever, and was now endeavoring to reach his 
home. As he was wit.hout means, and entirely incapacitated, he was 
immediately furnished transportation to his destination. 

An infirm man, aged seventy-six years, born in Germany, a resident 
of this country several years, but without fixed sett.lement; or relatives 
or friends to rely upon, solicit.ed aid in Westchester county, and, being 
destitute, and too feeble to support himself by his labor, he was com­
mitted to the Suffolk Count.y State Alms-house February 4, 1878, where 
he remained unt.il his death, May 2, 1878. ' 

An infirm man, seventy-seven years old, poorly clad, applied for 
relief at Watertown February 9, 1878, and was commit.ted to the Jefferson 
County State Alms-house. According to his statements he had,resided 
in Det.roit, Mich., during the past twelve years, where he had relatives 
and friends. He 'remained under care until March 8, 1878, when he 
was forwarded to his friends. 

A single man, llged thirty years, suffering with consumption, applied 
for relief at Niagara Falls February 14, 187t;, and was committed to the 
Erie County Stat.e Alms-house.' His testimony showed that he was 
born iu Worcester, Mass.; that lie left that place, where his relatives 
and friends reside, about five years since, and that lie had during this 
time been in the Western States. At his request, he was forwarded 
immediately to his home. 

An unmarried man, twenty years of age, born in Ireland, suffering 
with pulmonary consumption, applied for relief to the superintendent of 
the poor of Orleans county, at Albion, February 16, 1878, and was 
commit.ted to the Monroe County State Alms-house. He stated that he 
had beep in the country about six years; that he had no settled resi­
dence, and that for some time previons he had been unable to labor. 
Re remained under care until his death, which occurred June 8, 1878. 

A married woman, forty years of age, with an infa~t, applied for 
relief ill New York February 20,1878, and was committed to the Kings 
County State Alms-house. Her statements were, that she was born in 
Massachusetts; that she went to Norwich, Conn., about thirteen years 
since, where she married, and where her child was born; that her hus­
band was absent.; that she came·to New York in search of friends, but 
was unable to find them, and that she was without t.he means of sup­
port. At her request, anl1 "being destitute, she was forwarded, with her 
child, to her home March 12, 1878. 

A married woman, thirty-seven years of age, feeble and infirm, with 
three children, the eldest six years old, and the youngest all infant, was 
committed t.o the Albany City State Alms-house February 22, 1878. 
The family came from near Louisville, Ky., where all the children were 
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born, and where ·the. husband remained. The woman being wholly 
unable to provide for herself and children, the family was sent to Lonis­
ville February 23, 1878. 

A married woman and three children, the eldest nine and tho 
youngest two years of age, applied for relief at Syracuse March 16, 
1878, and were committed to the Onondaga County State Alms-house. 
Inquiry showed that the family came from Northern Michigan, where 
they had resided for tha-' past eleven years, and where the children 
were born; that on January 27, 1877, the husband was committed to 
the House of Correction at Detroit, and that his sentence would expire 
April 23, 1877, and that the woman came to this State in the hope of 
being aid~a by some distant relative, in which she had been disap­
pointed. At her request, she was sent, with her children, to Detroit 
April 23, 1877. 

An intelligent single woman, twenty-two years of age, applied for 
relief in New York, sick and destitute, and was committed to the Kings 
County State Alms-house April 9, 1878. She stated that she was born 
in Pennsylvania; that she came direct from Philadelphia to seek employ­
ment; that she had failed in her undertaking, and that she had no 
friends to aid her, nor the means to retnrn. As she was wholly disabled, 
she was, at her request, forwarded to her home. 

A married woman, thirty years of age, and her child, two years old, 
were committed to the Albany City State Alms-house April 25, 1878. 
The woman, deserted by her husband, recently came from Vermont, 
with her child, where she was born, and has relatives to aid in supporting 
her. Furnished transportation l\Iay 1, 1878, to Castleton, Vt. 

A man, thirt.y-two years of age, married, and disabled by sickness, 
applied for relief in New York May 4, 1878, and was committ.ed to the 
Kings County State Alms-house. From his statement it appeared t.hat 
he was born in Delaware; that he had never been settled in this State, 
and that his family resided near Wilmington. At his request, being 
wholly incapacitated, and without means to aid himself, he was, on the 
18th of May, 1878, forwarded to his home. 

An intelligent woman, twenty years of age, representing herself a 
widow, and having with her a sick child, aoout one year old, made 
application to the snperintendent of the poor in Syracnse for relief, and 
was sent to the Onondaga Connty State Alms-honse May 14, 1878. She 
stated that she was born in Massachusetts; that her child was born in 
Maine. and. that she came to this State ill' search of relatives. The 
child died ~Iay 16, 1878, and on the twenty-first of that month the 
woman was discharged. 

A man, seventy-six years of age, applied for relief in Trenton June 
3, 1878, and being en,t.irely destitute, he was sent to the Oneida Connty 
State Alms-house. From his testimony it appeared that he was born ill 
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Wales; that he came to this country in early life, and at one time was a 
resident of Oneida county, but for many years he had resided in Penn­
sylvania; that he came to this State in quest of friends, but had been 
unable to fi:J.d them, and that he had no one upon whom to rely for sup­
port. He is still under care, feeble and infirm, and wholly unfit to be 
at large. 

A crippled, infirm man, sixty-eight years old, made application for 
relief at Waterloo June 19, 1878, and was committed to the Seneca 
County State Alms-house. He stated that he was born in Ireland; 
that he had lieen ill this country twenty-five yea~; that he had followed 
public works in this and other States; that he had never had a fixed 
residence ill this State, and that he had no relatives to provide for him. 
He is still too feeble to earn a livelihood, and remains under care. 

,Two men, brothers, born in Philadelphia, Penn., the elder aged forty­
two and the younger thirty-eight years, seeking employment on Long 
Island, both beiug crippled and destitute, applied for relief and were 
committed to the Suffolk County State Alms-house June 27,1878. Upon 
examination it appeared that they had been but a few weeks in the 
State; that it was not probable they would be able to provide for them­
selves, whereupon, at their request, they were furnished transportation 
to their home. 

A man, aged twenty-six, his wife twenty years, with one child two 
years and another a few months old, sought relief of the superintendent 
of the poor of Orleans county, at Albion, June 29, 1878, and were com­
mitted to the Monroe County State Alms-house. The examination 
showed that the entire family was born in Canada; .that both the man 
and woman were of weak intellect; that they came direct flOm St. 
Catharines, and had never resided ill tlJis St.ate, and that they had no 
definite plans for the future, and were likely to drift aimlessly about 
the State. Upon assurances that they had relatives at St. Cat.hal'illes 
who could aid them, and that they were legally settled at that place, 
the entire family was returned Jnly 2, 1878. 

An unmarried man, thirty-six years old, born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
made applicat.ion for relief in Buffalo June 29, 1878, and was committed 
to the Erie County State Alms-house. His statements showed that for 
the past three or four years he had been on the western frontier; that 
from there he went to Galveston, Texas, and that he was endeavoring 
to reach his friends in Cleveland. He was severely crippled in both 
feet from frost-bite, and, being apparently destitute, was furnished 
transportation to his home July 1, 1878. 

A feeble-minded man, twenty-two years old, was picked up in the 
streets of Now York July 10, 1878, and committed to the Kings County 
State Alm'5-honsc. His statements were, that he was born in BArmllda; 
that lie camo to New York employed as a sailor; that upon landing he 
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was discharged sick, and that he was without means or friends to aid 
him. As he seemed likely permanently to burden the public, he was, 
in accordance with his request, furnished transportation to Bermuda 
August 1, 1878. 
, An infirm and feeble-minded man, sixty-three years old, poorly clad 

and in great destitution, was picked up in the streets of New York 
August 10, 1878, and committed to the Kings County State Alms-house. 
He stated that he was born' in Vermont; that he had resided there 
continuously until within a year previous; that he then left his home 
and had since been wandering, and that he bad neither relative~ nor 
friends in this State. As he was wholly incapable of guiding himself, 
he was placed in the charge of an att.endant, sent to his home, and 
delivered to his friends August 27, 1878. 

A married woman, twenty-one years old, and two young children, in 
utter destitution, were picked up in New York August 24, 1878, and 
committed to the Kings Count.y State Alms-house. According to the 
woman's statements she was born in Germany, came to this country in 
1872, went to Wisconsin, where she married, and where her children 
were born. In April, 1877, she went with her husband and children to 
Germany, returned some few days previous, having been deserted by 
he~ husband, and was endeavoring to reach Iowa, where she ·had rela­
tives who would' care for her. .As she was entirely without means, she 
was, at her solicitation, forwarded with her children to her destination 
September 7, 1878. 

An intelligent, unmarried woman (colored), twenty-three years old, 
with two chihlren, the elder ten years, and the younger three weeks 
old, applied to the superintendent of the poor in Rochester for aid 
August 28, 1878, and was committed to the Monroe County State Alms­
house. The woman testified that she was born in London, Canada; 
that she left there the day previo1ls; that her parents resided in that 
place, and that both of her children were illegitimate. The younger 
child died at the alms-house on the day of its admission; and the 
woman, with the other child, was sent back to her home September 2, 
1878. 

An educated young man, about seventeen years old, of delicate 
organization and ill 1Ioor health, solicited aid from the superintendent 
of the poor of Oguellslmrg September 14, 1878, and, being destitute 
and unable to labor, was sent to the St. Lawrence County State Almfl­
honse. His st.atements show that he was born in Kentucky; that he 
resided continuously in tlmt State Imtil the firs~ of August, 1878, when 
he went to Cleveland, 0.; thence to Chicago, Ill.; thence by boat to 
Ogdensburg, and that he lias no relatives living upon whom to rely 
for support. He is still under care, confined to his bed, and offers little 
or no hope of recovery. 
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A woman, thirty-five years old, and eight children, the eldest aged 
thirteen, and the youngest nearly two years, were committed to the 
Erie County State Alms-house September 19,1878. The woma~, with 
her h~Eband and chadren, went from Hudson city, N. J., to St. Louis, 
Mo., some six months previous, where the husband died, leaving the 
family in a destitute condition. 'rhe family, at the request of the 
mother, was forwarded to her home in New ;1erseySeptember 20, 1878. 

A colored man, seventy-six years old, destitute and nearly blind, was 
found wandering in the streets in Buffalo, September 21, 1878, and com­
mitted to the Erie County State Alms-house. ,His statements were that 
he was born in Ohio, that for several years past he had resided at Day­
ton, and that he came to this State in search of friends, but had been 
unable to find them. Upon these reFesentations he was, at his own 
request, returned to his home. 

An nnmarried man, forty-four years of age, hat! one of his legs 
crushed on the railroad at Owego, Tioga county, September 28, 1878, 
so as to require amputation, and was sent to the Broome County State 
Alms-house. His testimony was, that he was born in Ireland, where 
his parents and brothers reside; that he came to this country in 1871, 
landing at Quebec" Canada; that he had resided most of the time since 
then in the Western States, and, at the time of the accident, he was 
endeavoring to make his way to his home. He is still under care, 
slowly improving, and, as he is incapacitated, and without the means of 
support, he will, probably, upon recovery, be forwarded to his destination. 

A single man, twenty-three years old, insane and destitute, was picked 
np in the streets of New York September 28, 1878, and committed to the 
Kings County State Alms-house. He stated that he was born in Ireland, 
that he came to this country in 1868, and that since then he had resided 
most of the time at Hackensack, N. J. An inquiry has been instituted 
to trace out 'his friends and place of le~al settlement. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE108 

SCHEDULE NUMBER THREE. 

Showing the principal 'Visitations made by members and officers of the board 
since the last annual·report. 

By Commissioner Letchworth: 
The following instituti~ns, in the Eighth judicial district, have been 

visited one or more times during the year: 
Allegany County Poor-house. 
Cattaraugus County Poor-house. 
Chautauqua County Poor-house. 
Erie County Poor-house. 
Genesee County Pool'-house. 
Niagara County Poor-house. 
Orleans County Poor-house. 
Wyoming County Poor· house. 
The Bnffalo Orphan Asylum. 
The Charity Foundation of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Buffalo. 
Evangelical Lutheran St. J9hn'S Orphan Home, Buffalo. 
The German Roman Catholic Orphan Asy lum, Buffalo. 
St. Joseph's Male Orphan Asylum, Buffalo. 
St. Vincent's Female Orphan Asylum, Buffalo. 
Le Cout.eulx St. Mary's Institution for the Improved Instruction of 

Deaf-mutes, Buffalo. 
St. Mary's Asylum for Widows, Foundlings and Infants. Buffalo. 
Asylum of Our Lady of Refuge, Buffalo. 
St. John's Protectory, Buffalo. 
The Buffalo Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 
Home for the Friendless, Buffalo. 
Ingleside Home, Buff'alo. 
St. Francis' Asylum, Buffalo. 
Providence Lunatic Asylum, Buffalo. 
Lockport Home for the Friendless. 
Thomas Asylum for Orphan and Destitute Indian Children, Versailles. 
St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Dunkirk. 
Buffalo State Asylnm for the Insane. 
Institution at Randolph. 
Buffalo Hospital of the Sisters of Charity. 
Buffalo General Hospital. 
Homooopathic Hospital, Buffalo. 
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By Commissioner Letchworth and the Secretary: 

April 23. Wyoming County Poor-house. . 
April 24. Davenport Institution for Female Orphan Children, Bath, 

Steuben county. 
April 24. Steuben County Poor-house. 
November 26. Livingston County Poor-house, also attendance on ses­

sion of Board of Supervisors. 

By Commissioner Devereux: 

July 30. Jefferson County Poor-house and Asylum. 
July 31. Oswego County Poor-house. 
August 3. Herkimer County Poor-house. 
August 8. Onondaga County Poor-honse. 
August 9. Monroe County Poor-house. 
August 20. Lewis County Poor-house, also four visits to State Lunatic 

Asylum. 

By Commissioner Devereux and the Secretary: 

April 10. Oswego County POOl'-house and Asylum. 
April 11. Jefferson County Poor-house. 
November 12. Lewis County Poor-house, also attendance on session 

of Board of Supervisors. 

By Commissioner Donnelly: 

July. "Viard's Island Asylum for Insane. 
July. Bellevue Hospital. 
August. Charity Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
August. Maternity Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
August. Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island. 
August. Ward's Island Commi8sioners of Emigration. 
August. Ward's Island Asylum fOl' Insane. 
August. Idiot Asylum, Randall's Island. 
August. Nursery Hospital. 
September 24. Ward's Island Asylum for Insane. 
October. Hart's Island Hospital and Asylum. 
October 17. Blackwell's Island Mat.ernity Hospital and LnnaticAsylum. 
October 18. Hndson River State Hospital, Poughkeepsie. 

By Commissioner Donnelly and Assist.ant Secret.ary : 

June 22. Suffolk County Poor-house and Asylum. 

By Commissio!ler Foster: 

September 9. Franklin Count.y Poor-house. 
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By Commissioner Foster and the Secretary: 
April 3. Washington County Poor-house. 

By Commissioner Foster and the Assistant Secretary: 
August 22. Montgomery County Poor-house •. 
August 22. Fu)ton County ·Poor-house. 

• August 23. Schenectady County Poor-house. 

August 23. Saratoga County Poor-house. 

August 24. Warren County Poor-house. 

August 27. Clinton County Poor-house. 

September 12. Essex County Poor-house. 


BY'Commissioner Lowell: 
January 5. Luuatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island. 
January 7. Insane Asylum, Ward's Island. 
January 9. Randall's Island. 
January 11. Institution of Mercy, E. Houston street, New York. 
January 1}. Union Home and School, New York. 
January 23. Westchester County Poor-house and Pauper Children at 

Pleasantville. 
January 29. Westchester County Poor-house. 
February 9. Bellevue Hospital, New York. 
February 14. Westchester Cpunty Poor-house. 
March 7. Randall's Island. 
March 8. Westchester County Poor-house. 
March 13. New York Asylum for Idiots, Syracuse. 
March 19. Alms-house, New York. 
March 20. Alms-house, New York. 
April 4. Randall's Island. 
April S. Randall's Island. 
April 16. Randall's Island. 
April 19. Richmond County Poor-house. 
April 23. Richmond .County Poor-house. 
April 26. Richmond County Poor-house. 
May 7. Alms-house, New York. 
May 17. Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island. 
May 20. Bellevue Hospital, New York. 
May 25. Rockland County Poor-house. 
June 1. Randall's Island. 
June 1. New York House of Refuge. 
Jqne 3. Richmond Cuunty Poor-house. 
June 4. Richmond County Poor-house. 
June 7. Richmond County Poor-house. 
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June 8. Richmond County Poor-house. 
June 11. Oneida County Poor-house. 
June 12. Herkimer County Poor-house. 
June 17. Richmond County Poor-house. 
June 18. Richmond County Poor-house. 
June 25. Richmond County Poor-house. 
July 1. Richmond County Poor-house. 
July 10. Blackwell's Island. 
July 16. Richmond County Poor-house. 
September 24. Richmond County Poor-house. 
~eptember 26. Richmond County Poor-house. 
September 27. Bellevue Hospital. 
Octob.er 10. Alms-house, Blackwell's Island. 
October 11. Alms-house, Blackwell's Island. 
October 15. Elmira Reformatory. 
October 16. Willard. Asylum. 
October 17. Newark Idiot Asylum. 
October 19. Randall's Island Idiot Asylum. 
October 22. Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island. 
October 26. Hart's Island Hospital. 
October 29. Randall's Island Idiot Asylum. 
November 21. Home for County Children, Pleasantville, Westchester 

County. 
November 25. Westchester County Poor-house. 
December 3. Blackwell's Island. 
December 4. Ward's Island. 
December 6. Blackwell's Island. 
December 16. Westchester County Poor-house, to attend meeting of 

Committee of Supervisors. 

By Commissioner Miller and the Secretary : 
April 5. Cortland County Poor-house. 

By the Secretary : 

April 19. St. l\fary's Orphan Asylum, Binghamton. 
l\fay 31. St. Lawrence County Poor-house. 
June 18. Erie County Alms-house. 
June 20. Willard Asylum for the Insane. 
July 17. St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Binghamton. 
July 20. Orange County Alms-honse and Asylum. 
August 12. Willard Asylum for the Insane. 
August 22. Western House of Refuge. 
August 24. Cortlar,d Count.y Poor-house and Asylum. 
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September 16. Lewis County Poor-house and Asylum. 
September 17. Jefferson County Lunatic Asylum. 
December 9. Attendance Board of Supervisors of Herkimer County. 
December 12. Attendance Board of Supervisors of Ulster County. 
December 13. Onondaga County Poor-house with Committee of' the 

Board. 
December 18. Custodial Branch of New York Asylum for Idiots, 

Newark. 
December 23. Onondaga County Poor-house with Committee of the 

Board. 

By the Secretary and Assistant Secretary: 

July 30. Columbia County Poor-house. 

By the Secretary ill the visitation of State Alms-houses, and the ex­
amination of State Paupers, pursuant to chapter 661 of the Laws 
of 1873: 

Albany City Alms-honse. No record of these visits has been made. 
The institution has been visited nearly every week and often from two 
to tliree times a week. 

Broome County Poor-house. January 9, April 19, July 17, August 
23 and November 20. 

Erie County Poor-house. February 18, March 6, 1\-lay 23, June 17, 
July 12, August 5, August 19, September 12, October 10, November 9 
and November 27. 

Jefferson County Poor-house. May 31 and September 17. 
Kings County Alms-house. January 3, January 29, March 21, June 

7, June 29, July 24, August 16, deptember 2 ,October 18, November 18, 
December 4 and December 28. 
Mo~roe County Poor-house. January 11, February 9, March 4, 

March 20, April 8, April 20, May 24, June 19, July 10, August 3, 
August 21, September 14, October 12. 

Oneida County Poor-house. March 26, June 4, August 2, September 
16, November 1. 

Onondaga County Poor-house. March 1, April 4, April 22, May 3, 
June 3, September 20, November 2. 

St. Lawrence County Poor-house. May 30, September 18. 
Seneca County Poor-house. January 24, February 20, March 19, 

April 6, July 8, September 21 and November 2;1. 
Suffolk County Poor-house. January If), March 22, June 6, July 22, 

August 28, September 24, October 16, November 16, December 2 and 
December 26. 
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By the Assistant Secretary: 

February 14. Westchester County Poor-house. 
April 9. Rensselaer County Poor-house. 
April 12. St. Vincent's Female Orphan Asylum, Albany. 
May 4. Albany Orphan Asylum. 
August 9. Schoharie County Poor-house. 
September 2. Yates County Poor-house. 
September 26. Broome County Poor-house. 
October~ Albany Orphan Asylum. 
November 7. Rensselaer County Poor-house and Marshall Infirmary. 
November 9. Child's Hospit.al, Albany. 

8 
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SCHEDULE NUMBER FOUR. 


Showing the public meetings held by the board ~ince its last annual report, 
January 17, 1878, with the members in attendance at each. 

Albany, 1!ebruary 5, 6 and 7, 1878, stated meeting of Executive 
Co.mmittee, present, Commissioners Letchworth, Devereux, Foster, 
Ropes and Lowell. 

Albany, March 14, 1878, stated meeting of the Board, present, Com­
missioners Donnelly, Lowell, Eastman, Ropes, Deverenx, Miller and 
Letchworth. 

Albany, April 2, 1878, stated meeting of the Executive Committee 
and special meeting of the Board, present, Commissioners Donnelly, 
Lowell, Eastman, Ropes, Devereux, Foster and Letchworth. 

Albany, May 7, 1878, stated meeting of the Executive Committee, 
present, Commissioners Letchworth, Miller and Van Antwerp. 

Utica, June 13 and 14, 1878, stated meeting of the Board, present, 
Commissioners Donnelly, Lowell, Ropes, Van Antwerp, Miller, Foster, 
Devereux, Anderson and Letchworth. 

Saratoga, September 10 and 11, 1878, stated meeting of the Board, 
present, Commissioners Donnelly, Lowell, Van Antwerp, Devereux, 
Miller, Foster, Anderson and Letchworth. 

New York, November 12 and 13,1878, stated meeting of the Board, 
present, Commissioners Donnelly, Lowell, Roosevelt, Ropes, Van An­
twerp, Devereux and Letchworth. 

Albany, December 10 and 11, 1878, stated meeting of the Executive 
Committee, present, Commissioners Letchworth, Lowell, Miller, Deve­
reux and Van Antwerp. 

Albany, January 7, 8 and 9, 1879, special meeting of the Executive 
Committee, present, Commissioners Devereux, Van Antwerp and Lowell. 

Albany, January 14, 15 and 16, 1879, stated meeting of the Board, 
present, Commissioners Donnelly, Lowell, Ropes, Van Antwerp, Miller, 
Foster, Anderson and Letchworth. . 
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TABLE 1. 
List of the several Stale institutions, their location, date of opening, name and date of appointment of the Superintendent, and 

the names of the officers of the Board of Trustees or Managers. ~ 
-

INSTITUTIONS. 

N~w York State Lunatic Asylum....................... 


"TI:ml Asylum for tho Insane ......................... 


lIutlson River State Hospital ........................... 


UllJl""lo State Asylum for tile Insane .................... 


Stille lIommopathic Asylum for the Insane ..•••••••••. 


New York Institution fnr the Dlintl .................... 


Date ofLocation. opening.I 
UUCIl ........... 
1843....... 


'ViIlar,I ........ 
1869..••••• 

Poughkeepsie . . 1Sn••••••• 

DIUfalo .•..•..... , .•.•••••• 

M""""'~····I··········· 

New YOrkcitY.. j1S3Z ....... 


Superintendent. 

Dr John P. Gray .... 

Dr. John B. Chapin.. 

Dr.J.lIL Cle,·eland.. 

....................... 


S. II. Talcott, 111. D .. 

William D. Wait ..... 

Date of 
appointment. 

July l,18M 

April 1,1869 

March 28,1867 

................. 

April 13,1877 

Oct. 1,1863 

Officers of the Bvard of Trustees or 
Managers. 

President, Samuel Campbell.

Secretary, ~'heodllre l'omcroy.

Treasurer, Thomas W. Seward. 

President, S. G. lIadley.

Secretary, S. It. ·Wells. 

Treasurer, James B. Thomas. 

President, Abiah W. Palmer. 

Secretary and 

~"'easurer, James H. Weeks. 

President, James P. White. 

Secreta,'y, W. 1<'. Rogers.

Treasurer, Henry lIIartin. 

Pre.ident, }<'letcher Harper, Jr. 

Secretary. 1\1. D. Btl ,·ors.

'£I'eaRurer, U. I. Hayes.

Presitlent, Au~ustus Schell. 

Secretaries, T. Bailex lIIyers.


Wm. C. Schermerhorn. 

~ 
~ 
t:­

~ 
~ 
c .... 
~. 

'-! 

Treasurer, William WhiteWrIght. 
New York State Institution for the Blind.............. 
 A.D. Wllbor......... 
Aug. 3,1878 President, L. A. Hayward.B:tta,·la......... , lS68 .•••••• 


Secretary, L. C. 1I1t·Intyre.I 
I Treasurer, E. C. ·Walker. 

New York Institution for tho Deaf anti Dumb......... 
Xew York city•• I 1818....... 
I'nne. L. Peet, Prln... Sept. 1,1867 President, 'V,lIiam Allams. 
Dr. Wm.l'orter, Sup. Recretary Thatcher 111. Atlams. 

Treasurer, JObe}Jh 'V. l'atterson. 
New York Asylum ~or Itliots............................ 
 Dr. II. B. Wilbur .... Sept. -,1851f:yrncuse •.•••.. 1851. ...... President, James H. Titus. 

Secretary an'l 
Treasurer, Allen Monroe. 

New York State Inebriate As,·:um..................... 
 18(1-1....... , Dr. lIIoreau MOlTis ... 
. ................ 
President, 'VillI\) d Parker. 
Secretary, Charles Van Benthuyseu.
T"easurer, George Pratt. 

Binghamton.... 

Ncw York Honse oC Refuge ............................ hrael C. Jones.......Randall'slslnnll, 1852....... April 1,1863 President, Edgar Ketchum. 
New Yorkcity. Secretary, Andrew Warner. 

Treasurer, Nathaniel Jarvis, Jr. 
'Yestem House of Refuge...... ; ....................... Leyi S. Fulton........Uochester •.•••• lS!!I....... Feb. 15,1870 Presiuent, George J. Whitney.

Secretary and 
Treasurer, William C. Howley. 

I 



TABLE 2. 

Showing the capOfity and cost 01 the buildi1l{fS 01 the several State lnstitutions. 

INSTITUTIONS. Capacity. 

New York State Luuatic Asylum ................................................................................... . 
 600 

Willard Asylum for the Insane .......................................... , ......................................... . 1,450 

lIudson River State Hospital for the Insane........................................................................ . 350 

llulfalo State Asylum for tbe Insane ............................................................................... . 

State Homwopathie Asylum fo~ the Insane.... : .................................................................... . 240 

New York Institution for the Blind.............................................................................. .. 225 

New York State Institution for the Blind........................................................................... . 
 175 

NelV York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb .................................................................... .. 550 

Ncw York A.ylum for Idiots........................................................................................ . 310 

New York State Inebrlnte Asylum.................................................................................. . ,-200 

New York. House of Refnge.................................................................................... , ...... . 1,000 

'Vestern House of Refuge...............'............................................................................. . 720 


Total.......................................................................................................... . 
 5,820 

Cost of buildings.ICost per inmate. 

.. $637,065 68 

tl,014,430 53 

H,165,77776 

jl,017,760 49 

! 440,685 48 

194,702 22 

292,250 00 

364,000 00 

156,00000 

500,000 00 

500,000 00 

270,77093 

$6,553,H299 

$1,062 

700 	 ~ 
~ ................ ~ 


................. ~ 

t:'1 ................. 

~ 

865 ~ 
1,670 0 

~ 
662 ~ 

0503 "11 
2,500 ~ 

500 	 t'l 

376 

................. 


• Inclurles expcIHllturcs in remoc1ehn!l' the Ol'i~innl huildings, nnrl the introduction of .tenm heating and forced ventilation. 
t Includes ullbuildings und llloditicallOns, Willer· works, ga., sewerage, docks, and expenditures 101' all purposes, except lund,fnrniture, farm stock and imple. 

ments. 
~ Includes mllin buil<ling, fann·buildings, the stable, garden bUildings, tho office· building, the cottage, tbe ice·bouses, the boiler·bouse, tbe cbimney, the 

fan·house, the ail' duct, the ""elter·houRes,lhe yard walis, tho wharf au<llho bridge. 
I Total expcIIIHturcs for buildings 111111 improvements to Januury I, 1079. 

"i/lncludes tbo nurtb wing', nearly completeu. 



TABLE 3. 
Showmg the total and classified valuation, as per cost, of the State Institutions at the close of their respective statistical years 

in 1878. 

REAL ESTATE. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

New York State LUllatic Asylum............................................ .. 

'Villard A,ylum for the l"o"no............................................... .. 

IIud,on Hivor'8tate Hospital.. ................................................ . 

DuU'ulo Statr A.vlulll for the Insane .......................................... . 

State lIom<copaihic Asylum for the Insane................................... . 

Now York In,tilulion for tho JlIl"'I ............................................ 

Now York Slate In.titution for the lllin<l........................ :. .. ........ . 

New YOI'I< Institution for the Dellfan<l Dumb................................ . 

New York Asylum for.I'liots .................................................. . 

New York State InetlTlute Asylum............................................ . 

New York I10use of Hefuge................................................... . 

Western House of ltefuge..................................................... . 


Total ..................................................................... . 


• or this nmount" ~r.,OOO wcre donnle(\ by citizens of UtiCI\. 

Fiscal year closes. 
L.\ND. 

No. 01'1101'05. 

200Novemher 30 .. u .. . 

November 30 ...... . 7iG 
Novcmlwr 30 ....... . 
 333 
Decemuer 31. .... .. 203 
November 30 ..... .. 211 
September 30..... . 30 
September 30••••••. 66 
August 31. .... .. 80 
September 30...... . 55 
December 31. .... .. "'470 
December 31. .... .. 37 
Decemucr 31. .... .. 42 

.... · ............ · .. ·1 2,503 


Value. 

.. $24,87884 
81,200 00 

190,000 00 
HO,900 00 

42,117 16 
150,000 00 
1140,000 00 
Hl,4:;450 
~ 22,300 00 • 

47,000 00 
35,000 00 

U4,2tlO 00 

$739,0:;0 50 

Buildings. 

SG37,065 58. 
1,014,4305:1 
1.W;,777 71l 
1,017,7flO 49 

410,685 48 
§ 20U,702 22 

29'2,25000 
361,000 00 
156,000 00 

tHOo,OOOOO 
500,000 00 
270.77093 

• $6,568,442 99 

V::... 
~ ...Totnl real t>jestate. 

~ 
0 

$661,9H 42 ll­
1,0:)5,6:10 1;:1 ::>::
1,255,777 76 tl 
1,078,660 49 

482,802 61 0 
359,70222 "'l 
332,250 00 
505,4:;4 6O 
178,300 00 ~ 
647,000 00 t.. 
53.';,000 00 ~ .....
2H,V70 93 ......:: 

$7,307,49349 ~ 

~Of this amount $7,500 were contributed hy the city of Syracuse. 
*- Two huu"re,\ and fin)" acres, the gift of the city of Ringhllmton. 
ttThe lmil<lings have been twico partially destroyed by firo, at a loss of 

t 1>o llllte,llJy tho citizell~ of Dutchess Coullty, $85,000; appropriated by tho 

Stnt~P~~~~~ied to tho Stnte hy tho city of Buffalo. about "200,0(,0.

IInchltlcs the lots on Nillth nvenuo on which the buildings aro situated. 
 U Of tLli. sum, $1,200 were contributed by citizens of Rochester. 

U!'resent"d to the S~to by the village 01 Batavia. 




•••• 

-------- -----------

TABLE S-(ConcZuded). 

PERSONAL ESTATE. 

TotalINSTITUTIONS. valuation.Farm stock I 
 Miscel!ane· Tot"1FunnR andFann GeneralRIlt! ous personalFarnlture. produce. sapplies. investments.implemonts. articles. estate. 

$10,500 00860,00000 1!II12,000 00 $~,Ooo 00 $91,000 00Nc,v York State J~unatic Asylum, .... o.o .... ,. t4 , $3,500 00 ... , ........ 
 $752,94442
10,1'00 0070,925 00 8,500 00 10,000 00Willard Asylulll tor the InsanQ 0'" , •••••• , ••0 ••••• ,., },UOO 00 ............ 
 100,4!5 00 1,IUli,055 53 

3,U72 0028,71846lIu,lson River State Hospital ......................... 
 5,9~ 54 
 3,9!8 00 ............ 
 ............ 
 42,603 00 1,298,~80 76 


llull'aio Stllte Asylum for tbo tho Insane ..•••••••••.. ............ 
 ............ 
 1,07~,G60 49
......5iO'oo....2;858·00 ....i;5!!·OO ."27;952'00"'~;oii/ooMate Homreopathic Asylum for tho Insane .......... 
 510.704 64 
... '2;4ii 'iz}4,204 58 
 '$i,ti;o94 '4iXOIV York In.titution for the Dlind................... 
 2,33708 165,050 19 
 624,752 41
......4i2·97....~;9i2·oo7,182 65
Xow York State Institution for tho Blind............ 
 3,143 01 6,242,88 ............ 
 19,893 51 
 35t,14~ 51 

30,000 00 60000
XcIV York Institution for the Deaf lind Dumb....... 
 30,60000............ 
 ............ 
 536,0;;450......000·00....i;200·001,800 0016,100 00~."W York Asylum for Idiot~ ......................... 
 ............. 
 , ........... 
 19,700 00 198,000 00 

~ew York State InciJriate Asylum ................... 
 ............ 
 547,00000.. • .. ·400·00 ····,·800·00 ....8;000·00 ....7;000·00·..so:ooo·oo ·"4i;2oo·OO~ew York House of Refuge........................... 
 676,~UO 00 .. ··i;ooo·oo80,000 00 1,500 00 1,800 00Western House of Refuge ............................ 
 2,000 00 ............ 
 86,300 00 311,270 U3 

$310,14069 S31,542 00 $32,241 51
Total............................................. 
 $30,M909 $14,15600 5153,09t 41 
 $574,723 70 
 S7,882,217 19 

I 




TABLE 4. 
SMwing the receipts of the State Institutions fOT the year 1878. 

FROM TIlE STATE. 
Cash on 


hand at tho 

INSTITUTIONS. 
 From unex­

ment of tho 
commence· 

From special From dell­ pended ap­ From theFor salaries TO!1l1 fromappropria­ ciellcyappro­ pl'opriatiolls general ap­year. of o1llcers. the State.tiOUB. priations. of former propriation. 
years. 

$14,97S 61 $20,000 00 ............
$22,778 15New York State Lunatic Asylum.................................... 
 $34,978 s:; 
Wilhml Asylum for the Iusl\ne...................................... 19,391 99 

"............ . ........... 

10,U(){) 00 31,3!! 57 ............ 
 $30,407 62 ........... 
 72,352 19 

HllIl.on Hiver Stato HospitaL ....................................... ............ 8,000 00 ............ 
 60,000 00 $10,000 00 78,00000 ............ ............
Burrnlo Slate Asylum for the Insane................................. "iii;;000'00 ............ 
 175,00000
:itnte HOllltcOpatlllc Asylum for tho Insane ......................... ....3;3~8·87 ."'8;000'00 26,050 00 ............ 
 ............ 
 34,050 00 ............ .. '62;643"49
Xew York IllHtilUtiOIl j,n' the Blind................................. 6,401 2! ............ ............ . ........... 
 52,64;349
Xcw York State Institution for the Blind ........................... 6,~36 18 ............. ............ ............ 
 . ........... 40,000 00 
 40,00000
New York Institution for tho Deaf and Dumb.. ............ ............ ............ ............
00 ......... 00 ....... 
 ... ........ 90,035 01 
 90,035 01 
Now YOI'k Asylum for I<liots ........................................ ............ ............ ............ 
 . ........... 45,00000 
 45,000 00 
New York St:it~ Inebriate Asylnm .................................. ·· ..5;U63·88 ............ ............ 
 ............ 
 5,96'j 88 
New York Houso of Refugo ......................................... .. ooi;792'i:i ............ 28,500 00 ............ 
 ............ "'40;000'00 
 68,500 00 
'Vestcrn House of ltcl\lge ........................................... a,us;: 81 ........... 1l,2.'>O 00 ............ 
 . ........... 03,750 00 
 70,000 00 

Total. .......................................................... ::;63,975 81 1$47,54~ 51 $292,144, 07 ............ 
 $00,407 62 $336,42850 $766,52320 

http:HllIl.on


TABLE 4-(Goncluded). 

From sales From indio From inter- From allof JUl'nl Hlltl TotalFrom labor Fl~':,~!~t\~;s, viduals for est and di vi-
 From loans.INSTITUTIONS other receipts.garden pro- sources.of illmates. and towns. ~t!li~::ral~:.t in~~~~~~e"nnts.duco. 

............ 
 $219,611 22
New York State Lunatic Asylum_ .................... 
............ 
 $101,946 51 
 854,80557 ............ 
 .. ........... 
 $5,10236
W,lIard Asylum ror the Insane. ....................... ............ 
 ............ ~03,156 n ............ ............ 
 . ........... 
 298,373 18
3,472 26 


152,493 33
lIuflson lU ver State IIosVital.. _....................... $~9 3:; 
 ............ 59,72! 28 12,74039 ............ 
 ............ 
 1,979 31 
........ ... 
 175,000 00Buffalo State Aoylum for the Insane.................. ............ 
 ............ ............ ............ . ........... 
 ............ 

»tate Homruopnlhic .uylum for the Insane........... 121 7~ 
 ............ 13,76325 27,14835 ............ 
 ............ 
 80,:!-2l 75
1,749 ii6 
New York Institution for the Blind................... ....... , .... 
 ............ 6,9U975 ............ $6,713 69 ............ 
 130,355 31'57,59! 16 

!\ew York State Inotitution fo1' the Blind............. 7:;3 I:; 
 $1,37369 4,007 08 ............ ............ ............ 
 5~,4n8 78
12868 

No\\" York Institution for t.he Deaf and Dumb........ ............ 
 ............ 41,601 &! 1,280 00 ............ ............ 
 152,953 64
20,036 9.~ 
NolV York Asylum 101' I<1iots.......................... 
 56795 2,3979:1 ............ ............ $6,13643 
 64,65:17155140 
...... '5:i'.i~NelV York State Inebrillte Asylum.................... 
 S:I,4il 93
............ 7,~86 ~5 20,008 35 ............ ............ 
 "':i5;2oi-73New York IIou.o of Refuge........................... ............ 
 l36,7M 72
31,257 87 ..... ...... ............ ............ ............ 

'Vostern Houso of Refuge............................. ............ 
 210 UO 8Il,3~~ 58
14,H877 ............ ............ ............ ............ 


Total............................................. $97767 
 $47,328 28 $44~,9S3 47 $116,04266 $6,713 69 $6,13643 $126,029 41 :::;1,574,710 15 




TABLE 5. 

Showing the expenditures of the State institutions for the year 1878, the average number of inmates, and the 'Weekly CQst of support. O:l 


rnSTITUTIONS. 
Salaries of 

oniccrs,
,vagcsulld 

labor. 

I'rovisions 
ami supplies. Clothing. Fuel lind 

lights. 
lIIediclnes 

and medical 
supplies. 

Furniture, 
beds and 
bjldding. 

Transporta·
tionand 

'traveling 
expenses. 

Ordinary
repaird. 

Now York Stnte Lunatic Asylum ..................... $5'l,2~7 97 $5t,B0648 $9,109 04 $12,28070 $4,21262 $7,80B 20 ............ $11,71826 
'Villa rei A<ylum for the 1""al1o ....................... 
)[uel.on Hiver Stato Hospital ......................... 
1III n',,1 0 Slale Asylum for tho Insane .................. 
Stato H()mt~llfl"thic Asylum for tho Insallo........... 

GG, HH 10 
34,14734 

···is;ii(i2°,h 

72,76993 
29,418 a.~ 

"·i.i;iis·ii 

17,8~0 lU 
4,238 :;0 ............ 
1,376 46 

21,285 32 
11,026 66 

..··i;i46·62 

2,00830 
2,030 98 ............ 
9~8 25 

7,1»6 81 
6,744 B7 

. "'2;98Z'ai 
• .... $.i5i '28 
...... jS7·40 

7,646 81 
3,166 4.2 

.. · .. i;055·55 
New York I",titulioll for the Blille\. .................. 22,;:3.) 27 16, 9~4 6Ii 6,106 00 4,007 30 20 on 8,62000 43167 7,037 14 
No,v York State Institution fo\' tho Blinll............. 16,035 35 8,2:1f) ti~ 4,357 57 3,571 34 2W 03 1,2'28 93 47020 2,146 47 
!l(I"V York Institution for the Dcnf and Dumb ....... 41,490 41 44,18t !J9 13,:183 ~.j, 10,860 28 1,4!~J 14 4,502 Q5 41748 9,408 8J 
,);CIV York A'ylun! for Idiots.......................... l5,G70 00 1fl,807 29 8,30621 3,885 50 338 25 1,387 59 299 44 3,48.537
NelV York Stllte IlIcbrinte Asylum.................... 11,083 25 10,79l 96 52190 3,84368 30t 57 95378 ............ 1,013 23 
New York nOllsa of Hcfuga........................... 37,4.;4 09 4:1,414 23 11,462 79 7,097 31 3~n 9l 2,428 27 34893 2,!\~4 78 
We.tern llouse of Refuge............................. 22,14892 23,7~2 26 9,02690 7,413 17 31820 4,506 07 ............ 3,938 81 

Total............................................. $344,56911 $339,25604 $8O,70S 95 $9'2j507 88 $12,26231 $43,808 B8 $2,606 40 S52,9H 67 

~ 
~ 
b; 

~ 
~ 
o 
'>l 

~ 
~ 
;>j .... 
.~ 

~ 



TABLE 5-(Continued). 

Expenses Total extra·All other Cash on Total ordina-I BuildingsAll other or- Extraor· Total- extrnord!. ordinary­oft.rustees handatlbedinary 1'y expend!. and improve·INSTITUTIONS. din~ry expcndi·nary ex­ expendl'or closeoftheturc•• ments. repaIrs. tures.expenses. peuses. tures.managers. year. 

..........
$23,499 04 t179,662 31 $29,661 9S. $29,661 98 8209,3''u 29New York State Lunatic Asylum" ........... lillO,28693 
'Villard Asylum for tbe In.aue." ..... "" ... "854;053'55 62,55355$15688 20,000 O'! 215,58B 33 8,500 00 278,141 8S 20,231 30 
lludson 1U"cr State Hospltal.. .. " .. " ....... '$2;2iJi:9o9525 30969 ~1,709 93 2,031 00 67,619 95 159,329 886~,887 05 ........... 

Bull'alo State Asylum for the Insane .•.•.•.•. ............ 
 .............. 
 l7.';,000 00 .......... 
 175,000 00 
Slatc Homreopatbic Asylum for the Insane .. ....60i·94 ... i5,7ss'ili ·"S;i49·g;.4,29892 55,28857 466 50 15,316 71 71,071 78 
~ cw York InstitUtion for the Blind...•.....•. .......... 
 7,377 09 68,209 27 ............ 
 07650 52,311 30 52,887 80 9,258 24121,097 071 ~ew York State InstitutIon for the mind ••.. .......... 
 11,37148 47,690 06 ..........
.......... 
 47.690 06 4,80872
NClv York Institution for the Deaf and Dumu .. ..i;700·oo .:::'1;700'0017,0l;3 9J 145,803 35 .......... 
 147,50:1 35 ... ··75·2~ ..· ..006·00"3;ioo'0047,047 21New York Asylum for Idiots ................. 1,79'2 3! ..........
4,000 00 7,JOO 00 54,14721 

32,692 05 New York State InclJriate Asylum ........... 3,OH 65 .......... 
 32,1i92 05 77988 
New York House of Refuge................... 

1,13203 .. ·i4;~9i '38 .ii;ti33'zi "'26;!!2i'69.......... 
 6,333 36 1I0,193 67 13;1,418 36 336 36 
We.tern House of ltefuge .................... 11,358 47 8~,46~ 80 1,522 23 3,35158 . ......... 
 4,87381.......... 
 87,33661 98587 

1 
$2,06132 $105,624 99 $1,076,:147 65 $329,07092 $44,621 06 $69,713 (\1Total ..... ..... ......................... 
 $268,404 99 $1,519,752 54 J $56,343 77 



--------

TABLE 5-(Concluded). 

RECAPITULATION. 

INSTITUTIOXS. 
Extraordin~- Total cxpcn-Ordinary ex­
rKr~~:on(h- fitw·cs.penditures. 

600
Ne\'r York State 1.nnntie A.ylum •••••.••••.•...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 8179,662 31 
 829,6619S S209,324 29 
 $4 7.5 
Willard Asylum fur the 111."110................................................................... .. 
 215,5~~ 33 
 62,55355 278,141 8S 1,340 271 

llUllson UiYCI' State 1I0"pil"I. ..................................................................... . 
 67,61995 159,329 8S 236
91,709 93 
 658 

Dun'alo State Af'ylum for the Insano.........
II ••• II ••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••• II •••••••••• I ••• I •• .............. 175,000 00 175,000 00 

State HOl1llDOP" Lhie As~ IUl1l fur Ihc Insane ...................................................... .. 
 6 10
55,28S 57 15,783 21 71,071 7S 131 

Xow Yorkln.tiluLion for Ihe lllilld .............................................................. . 
 531
6:-1,209 27 52,88780 121,(197 07 200 

Now York Statu lll~titutioll 1'01' tho Blind .... o ••• o •••••••••••••• I ••••• to •••••••••••• II ••••••••• 010. 47,(;90 06 47,690 01; IIi! 529 

Xcw York Institution 'or tho Dcarnnd 1)lunb .. 11 ••• 0 ••••• I •••••••••••••••••••• II ........ I ••••• 10' 
 145,803 35 • .... ·i;700·00 147,503 3.'; 491 
 574 

~e,v York .l\sylUlll r"l" Idiots .......................... 
II ••••• 0 II ••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 47,017 21 7,100 00 54,147 21 252 
 354 

:oiew York St:otc Illcill'inte A~ylulll................................................................. . 
 32,G!)2 05 .............. 32,692 0;; 52 
 ..· ..2·27­110,193 67 2G,2'.?t 69 136,418 36 9:lO~Cc\:~·~rtI~~:~~~/i~~i·~~~~~::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::: S2,4ti:l 80 4,873 81 87,3:J661 588 
 269 


81,076,347 55 $.H~, 40{ 00 I $1, .';[9, 7.i2 51
Total ......................................................................................... . 




TABLE 6. 
Outstanding indebtedness of State Institutions at the close of their 'I'espective fiscal years in 1878. 

Money Other TotalINSTITUTIONS. borrowed. indebtedness. liabilities. 

............. . 
 .............. 
 . ............. 
New York State Lunatic Asylum..................................... . 
 ,.. 'Sil4; ioi '45 ' .. "$20;970 '37Willard Asylum Jar tho Insano •.. " ...... , .. , ... , .................... , 
 $5,10226 .............. 

5,188 59 .. "$33;wi'33Hudson Hiver State Hospital. ......................................... , 
 .............. 
 38,2019 92

Buffalo State Asylum for tho Insane ................................. .. 
 .............. .............. 
 . ............. 
 ............... 

State Homrnopatbic Asylum for the Insane.. , ...................... , .. 
 .............. 
 .............. 
 .............. 
 . .............. 
.. .... 6;504'37New York Institution for tho Blind................................... . 
 80529 .............. 
 .............. 
 8,375 36 
New York State Institution for tbe Blind............................. . 
 1,6M 56 .............. 
 .............. 
 1,6M 56 
New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb...................... .. 
 .............. 
 ...............
., ... '5;158'70 .. ..... $55i'4ci ..............
New York Asylum for Idiots......................................... .. 
 7,52010
New York State Inebriato Asylum.................................... , 
 2,657 83 .............. 
 2,657 83......5;000·00New York House of Refuge, ......................................... .. 
 .............. . ............. 
 5,000 00 
Western House of refugo, ........................................... .. 
 .............. 
 .............. . ............. .............. 
 ............... 


1----­
$!,642 36 $35,265 50 $38,C61 33 $551 40Total.............................................................. .. 
 i84,428 14 



TABLE 7. 
Assets of State institutions at the close of their 'I'espective fiscal years in 1878. 

Due from Due fromDue fromBalance in counties, From all othor Total assets.sale ofINSTITUTIONS. towns antI individuals.cash. sources.manufactures.cities. 

.............. 
 ..............
New York State Lunatic Asylum ..................... . 
 .............. 
 . .............. 
.. ... "iliiii '75....$29;2ki '40 .............. ..............
\Vi11!1l'd Asylum for the Insllne....................... . 
 $49,68! 45 
40,947 76 .. · ..S:i;i50·iJi .............. .............. ..............
Hudson River Slate Hospital ...................... .. 
 «,107 67 .............. .............. . ............. 
llutTalo State A,,,)um for tho Insnne.................. . 
 .. : ... 22; i:i8'7z•.... ·9;554'75 ......S;4:ii'00 ..............
Stato 1I0mooopnihic Asylum for tho Insano .......... . 

6,78847 1,141 34 .............. .. ... "S.?30·79 .. .. ·i7;il5i;'79
New York Institution for the mimI .................. . 
 35,081 63 
4,72692 .............. .............. 44J 00 182 66 10,163 30
New York Stato Institution lor the Blind............ . 


.............. .............. . ............. ..............
New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb....... . 
 .............. 

1,m6 00 ......2;07:i·:i0 .............. .............. .. .... '4;275'80
Now York Asylum for I'liots ....................... .. 
 60150 
2,407 05 1m 00 .............. ............. .. .... 4;443·32 7,791 25
New York State IIlPuriate Asylum ................... . 
 ~79 88 

New York House of Refuge .........................,. 
 83636 .............. .............. .............. .............. 2,868 49 3,204 811 

,,'estern House of Refuge ............................ . 
 .............. .............. .............. . ............. . ............. ............... 


Total ...............................................1--$4-5,-0-70-9-7+-----1--------:------1------+-----1----- ­$95,W2 35 $9,969 5.'i I .............. $684 79 $25,323 01 5176,450 67 




128 .ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

TABLE 8. 
Showing the number of persons supported and temporarily relieved, and the 

changes in the county poor-houses, during the year ending November 30, 
1878. 

COUNTIES 

Albany................................... . 

~~~!.~~:.::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::. 
Cattaraugus ............................. . 
Cayuga ................................ . 
Chautauqua. ..................••......•.•• 
Chemung ............................... . 

~n~~~~~?::: ::::0,::0.:: :::: :::: ::::::::::: 
Columbia ............................... .. 
Cortland................................. . 
Delaware ............................... . 
Dntchess................................. . 
Erie .................................... .. 
Essex ................................ .. 
Franklin................................. . 
:I<'ulton .................................. .. 
Genesee ................................ .. 
Greene................................... . 
Hamilton ................................ . 
JIerkimer................................ . 

291 
72 

129 
91 
81 

1St 
63 

110 
80 

H9 
\i8 
U 

138 
Gil 
1:l1 
09 
61 
63 

101 

·..·..io 

710 
3~ 
88 

128 
419 

8;) 

135 
52 

132 
1,4 
29 
13 

In! 
1,7,7 

IUd 
125 
W 
25 

2J'J 

· .... i56 

10 
5 
3 
4 
2 
2 
I 
1 
4 

·· .. ·i 
.....;; 

29 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 

.. ·..i 

1,014 
115 
2~0 
221 
502 
208 
199 
163 
216 
3~3 
123 

D7 
298 

2,4~0 
332 
lti7 
127 
90 

334 

'1:27 

5fi8 
1,732 

6;;''\ 
2,9f;.t 
1,5..'>1 

59 
2,001 

180 
414 
975 
2.30 

9,9:;0 
1,423 

512 
1,513 
1,989 
2,54:2 

1,014 
683 

1,952 
877 

3,466 
1,1'I'./'~ 

199 
212 

3,117 
003 
542 

1,0'.n 
548 

12,370 
1,755 

729 
1,640 
2,079 
2,876 

....2-0 
Jefferson ............................... . 
Lewis .................................. .. 
Livingston ............................... . 
Madison ................................ .. 
Monroe.................................. . 
Montgomery............................. . 

~~~~~~a.: :::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
g~~~r~g~~::::::::: :::::::: :::: :::::: ::::: 
Orange ................................. .. 
Orleans ................................. .. 
Oswego.................................. . 
Otsego ................................... . 
Putnam................................. . 
Queeus .................................. . 
Itensselaer............................... . 
llichmolld............................... . 
ltockland ................................ . 
St Lawrence........................... .. 
Saratoga ................................ . 
Schenectady............................ .. 
Schoharie ............................... . 
Schuyler................................. . 
Seneca ................................... . 
Steuhen ................................. . 
Suffolk................................... . 
Sullivan ................................. . 
Tioga ................................... . 
Tompkins .............................. .. 
Ulster................................... .. 
Warren ................................. .. 
'Washington ............................ .. 
'Yayne .................................. . 
'Yestchester •.....•••..•••••...•..•....... 
'''.,.yoming..................•.............. 
yates.................................... .. 

147 
63 

15J 
121 
249 

· .. ·i4i 
355 
247 
96 

29! 
76 

.. · ..ioi 
56 
80 

2:l7 
110 

67 
151 
166 
M 
67 

.... ·iia 

10'2 
63 
47 

149 
92 

Hi 
96 

262 
63 
3G 

8! 
61 

100 
119 
ffiJ6 

1,193 
2'l8 
217 
611 
185 
221 

.... ·220 
32 

5G8 
1,877 

1~9 
7fl 

173 
159 

15 
75 

.. · ..iM 

.. .. ··8~ 
167 
2U 
456 

11 
1~1 
896 
477 

31 
5;,1 

5 
2 
2 
1 

20 

10 
8 
9 
1 
4, 

l 
.... ·i 

1 
2 

"· .... i 
12 
4 
1 
2 

4 

3 

1 
4

.".2 
5 
2 

236 
H6 
31( 
271 
965 

1,317 
691 
473 
708 
483 
298 

· .... 322 
89 

650 
2,118 

239 
138 
336 
329 

70 
134 

272 

187 
230 
2<JO 
609 
10:1 
305 
991 
744 
96 

5US 

1,585 
80 

160 
4,4112 

10,760 

9,596 

.".;il3i 
8,251 

521 
1,391 

"'i;i75 
119 

8,978 
871 

1,7\19 
400 

2,827 
200 

4,374 
70 

1,268 

47 
1,436 

242 

180 

1,2'>..8 
28 

482 
2,8.'13 

1,821 
206 
5()l 

4,673 
11,726 

iO;943 
591 

5,104 
8,959 
1,00! 
1,695 

1,497 
208 

9,628 
2,989 
2,038 

538 
3,lti3 

529 
4,4« 

204 

1,540 

23i 
1,666 

532 
609 
2~ 
305 

2,222 
772 
578 

3,426 

Totnl ................................. 
~l5,lli'--W;-I~ ""iOl,l49 ~ 
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STATE BOARD OF ()HARITIES. 

TABLE 8 - (Concluded). 

HElIAIXING ~OV. 30,1878. 

COUNTIES. " ~ 	

-d 

§" ~ 
is 	 0 -d i '" :5go 	 ] .~ :3 E 
... 	 -< A .... ~ E-<----------·1--------- ---------1--­

Albany............................ . 

Allegany.......................... . 

Br00111e ............................ . 

Cattaraugus. ..................... .. 

G.'lyuga........................... . 

Chautauqua....................... . 

Chemung ........................ .. 

Chenango......................... . 

Clinton........................... . 

Columbia ......................... . 

Cortland .......................... . 

Delaware ......................... . 

Dutchess......................... . 

Erie ............................. . 

Essex ............................ .. 

Franklin.......................... . 

Fulton............................ .. 

Genesco.......................... . 

Greene............................ . 

Hamilton ......................... . 

Herkimer ......................... . 

Jefferson.......................... . 

Lewis............................. . 

Livingston ....................... . 

1!Imli.on .......................... . 

Monroe ........................... . 

l\Iontgomery.................... .. 


~~~~a~~::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: 
Onondaga........................ .. 

Ontario .......................... .. 

Orange.......................... .. 

Orleans .......................... .. 

Oswego ......................... 


~~~;l~~.::: ::::: :::: :::::::: :::: :::: 
Queens ........................... . 

Rensselner........................ . 

Richmond ....................... .. 

Rockland ......................... . 

St. Lawrence ..................... . 

Saratoga......................... .. 

Schenectady..................... .. 

Schoharie ....................... .. 

Schuyler.......................... . 

Seneca............................ . 

Steuben •.•••...••••••••••••••••••. 

Suffolk............................ . 

Sullivan........................... . 

Tioga ............................. . 

Tompkins......................... . 


W~~~;;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Washington....................... . 

'Vayne........................... .. 

Westchester ..................... .. 

Wyoming ......................... . 

yates............................. .. 


5;4 
~3 
f6 

130 

4,,6 


I:G 
13; 
~6 

110 

110 

B 
10 


l:l7 

1,617 


2UO 
107 

H 
21 


2:!3 

lG2 
C2 
{3 

171 

145 

620 


"'i;io7 
1~7 
li2 
fin9 
137 

ISO 


·••.. ·99 
19 


b32 
1,871 


110 

49 


132 

117 


6 

64 


·····iiil 
''''''60 

174 

232 

365 


25 

165 

874 

1108 


16 

l>i6 

E2 	 6.3 
2 	 2 ]3 


3 11 

.. ..if 11 

5 

5 2-2 

3 9 


]8
2 .. · .. i 	 II 

22
2 .... ·4 6 

5 


8 ....23 18 

89 


2 	 :; 8 

I 	 2 Jl 


]0 


2 ..... i 4 

10 


.. ·..6 

2 ....2~ H 
2 	 1 II 

2 	 3 16 


14
~ ·.. ·~B 	 66 


5 .... iI.s .. ..i, 

2 11 36 

I. 	 2:1 26 


5 13 


H · .. ··S 24 

]2 

9i 	 11 

9 	 3 8 


21 8 

3 24 


2 	 9 ]0 

3 	 6 ]6 

6 	 7 ..... 29 

2 14 	 29 


.... ·i (; 
I 6 


....is 28 


9 .. •..Ii ·· ..i4 

4
t .. ·..4 6 


25 14 

· .... 8 /) 

13 

11
·· ..2i 38 


2 11 

5 	 5 


1(2 151 
 298 

33 :m 76 

91 69 
 150 

43 40 
 83 

47 27 
 74 


10.5 69 
 li4 
30 22 
 52 

58 61 
 1I9 
42 20 
 6Z 

102 59 
 161 

48 110 
 98 

30 12 
 42 

84 59 
 143 


421 232 
 653 

M 63 
 117 

29 37 
 66 

35 38 
 73 

31 26 
 60 

63 47 
 100 


.. .... 40 
 .. · .. 69
19 

60 73 
 133 

40 26 
 66 

91 61 
 152 

05 63 
 lOS 

159 91 
 250 


147 ......49 
 .. ··i9i; 
17Z 173 
 345 

132 1I9 251 


61 30 
 91 

199 123 
 322 


26 68 
 64 

· .... ·62 53 
 ....ii5 

41 14 
 65 

73 16 
 89 


U9 91 
 220 

64 44 
 108 

41 23 
 ~ 
76 56 
 162 

90 77 
 167 

26 33 
 59 

30 32 
 62 


.. .. iiJ2······32 
.. •• ..53 ......i9 

70 

.. ··iiJ2 

2S 23 
 61 

31 16 
 47 


131 70 
 ~ 
41 32 
 73 

6.3 56 
 119 

60 49 
 109 


121 56 
 177 

31 36 
 67 

23 13 
 36 


Total. . •• • • •• • • •• •... .. .. • • .. • • . 13,895 95 42t 3,953 2,887 6,840 

9 
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TABLE No.9. 

SlunDing the number of insane, idiots, epileptics, blind, deaf-mutes, and 
children, in the county poor-houses, Ncyvemb81' 30, .1878. 

COUNTIES. 

----------------1-­

~!.~efli~::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::: IrT 
7 

47 

2 
13 
18 

15 
6 

Ii 
1 
3 

15 
6 
9 

8:~~;~:~~~::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Chautauqua ............................................... . 
Chemung.................................................. . 
Chenango ................................................. . 
Clinton ..••.....••.• ,. '" .••••.. , .......................... . 
Columbia.................................................. . 
Cortlllnd .................................................. . 
Delawaro ................................................. . 
Dutchess .................................................. . 
Erie ...................................................... . 
Essex..................................................... .. 
Franklin ................................................. .. 
Fulton ..................................................... . 
Genesee ................................................... . 
Greeno •..•..•.•..•..•..•.•.•.•••••••••.••••••••............ 
Hamilton.................................................. . 
Herkimer ................................................. . 
Jefferson.................................................. . 
Lewis ..................................................... . 

~i:~?fo'~~~. :: :::::::'.:::: :: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: : 

42 
19 
76 
1 

35 
26 
23 
38 
2 

17 
237 

17 
6 
6 

23 
6 

10 
46 
15 
57 
30 

8 
8 

12 
2 
Ii 

12 
6 
9 
4 
2 
6 
5 
1 
4 
8 

11 

1 
1 
1 
9 

2 

8 
1 
5 
2 
a 
3 

2 
19 
3 
1 

2 
3 
2 
2 
2 

2 
6 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 ...{ 

7 

'"1 
1 

Ii 

1 
1 
3 
( 
1 

1 

1 

1 
\1 

\1 

2 
1 
2 
1 

3 
3 
1 
1 
4. 
( 

10 
\l 
2 

11 
20 
2'1 
4 

12 
2 

13 
.. ..i 

7 ....{ 
8 

N~~!f~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
g~f~l'~g~~::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::: 
g~renfnO;::::::::::: :::: :::::::::::: :::: ::::: ::::::::::: ::::: 
Oswego ................................................... . 
Otsego .................................................... . 
Putnam ................................................... . 
Queens .................................................... . 
Rensselaer ..................................... " ......... . 
Richmond ................................................ . 
Rockland.................................................. . 
St. Lawrence............................, ... ·............ .. 
Saratoga................................................... . 

~~~~~~~f:?!. :::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::: ::: : :: : : : 

30 

2 
183 
lI6 
]0 
97 
6 

16 
Ii 

l!"l 
23 
7 

31 
37 

.... ·S 

11 

2lr 
1 , 

13 
4. 

10 
1 
3 
4. 

11 
1 
7 

7 

3 
14 

8 
1 

4. 

9 
1 

Ii 
1 
7 
9 
3 

3 

11 

3 
11 
4 
1 
4 
2 

... i 
a 
1 
3 
1 
2 
7 
4 
1 
4 

a 

2 

1 
~ 

1 

4. 

6 

.. 'ici 
11 
3 
3 
Ii 
2 

..··9 
14 

9 
2 
6 

8 

i 

~~~~l!e.r::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::: ::. 
Steuben .................................................. .. 
Sutrolk .................................................... . 

.... ·3 
2 2 3 3 

Sullivan .................................................. .. 

~~~g~ki'~8::::::: :::: :::::: :::::::: :::: :::::::; :::: :::: ::::: 
Ul;;ter .................................................... ..'Vnrren. .. ............................................ . 
~~[a~:::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
¥ii::~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: 

36 
H 

( 
4 
Ii 

at 
3:) 

4. 
8 
8 

2 
3 
3 
4 
1 
1 

1 
15 
1 

2 

2 
2 

4 2 
2 2 

g "'i 
'''2 ~ 

Ii 
3 

18 
12 
Ii 
1 
7 
a 

·2 

Total.................................... ............. 1,603 2i8 176 13:) 32 315 
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131 STATE BOARD OF CHARITIES. 

TABLE No. 10.' 

Showing the propO'l'twn of native and j'O'l'eign bOTn persons 8UPPO'l'ted in the 
county pOO'l'-houses, during the year ending November 30, 1878. 

COUNTIES. 

----------------1·-­
1,014 522 
 492 
 383 
 631 


115 
 58 
 57 
 95 
 20 

220 
 141 
 76
t!~t~~: :::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 150 
 70 

221 
 138 
 86 
 140 
 84 

50'2 all8~~~~!~~~:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 191 
 21:. 287 


• 101
2G8 178 
 90 
 167 

1!19 139 
 60 
 US 51 

lR3 114 
 49 
 132 
 31 

216
~~~~~~~~:~~~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 155 
 61 
 80 
 136 

323 
 228
Columbia.•.•..••.••••••••••••••.•••..•••....••.••••...•••. 95 
 167 
 156 


COrtlann .•••.•••....••••.•.••...•••.......•.•..•••••.•.... 
 H8 58 
 70 
 98 
 30 

Delaware ...•.•••••••••••••••••••............••......•.••. 
 57 
 3~ 19 
 38 
 19 


2'JS 
 193 
 99 
 116 
 122 

2,4~0 2,078~ri~~I~~~~::::: :::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::: :::: ::::::::: 3./2 982 
 1,438 

Essex .................................................... . 33~ 269 
 63 
 110 
 2'22 
Franklin ................................................. . 187 
 128 
 59 
 93 
 94 

Fulton ................................................... . 
 127 
 70 
 51 
 115 
 12 

Genesee................................................ .. 
 VO 49 
 41 
 56 
 3t 

242
Greene .................................................. .. 
 334 
 9~ 239 
 95 

Hamilton ................................................ . 

Herkimer............................................... . 
 '''lSi 40
227 
 117 
 110 

Jefferson ................................................ . 
 2:16 120 
 116 
 127 
 109 

Lewis ................................................... .. 
 126 
 68 
 58 
 75 
 51


3a 2H 103 
 221 
 123 

271
};:~r~!o.~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: 183 
 8S 139 
 132 


Monroe .................................................. . 
 965 
 689 
 276 
 314 
 651 

....728
'i;347­ 'i;iliil 131 
 619 


591 
 332
~~~~{~~:~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 2.19 299 
 292 

473 
 275 
 198 
 223 
 250
8~i:~g~~:::::: :.::::::::::::::::::::: ::: :::.::::::::::::: 708 
 657 
 51 
 495 
 213 

483 
 153
330 
 157 
 826 


214,
8~re':.~~:: :::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: :'.: 298 
 S4 60 
 238 

OS\\·cgo ~"'" ..••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• ..· ..98
224
78
~~~~~::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ····466Queens .................................................. . 
 650 
 621 
 26 
 18t 

1,929Rensselaer ............................................... . 
 2,118 189 
 1,586 532 

Richmond ............... : ............................... . 
 239 
 181 
 58 
 101 
 138 

Rockland ............................................... . 
 138 
 87 
 51 
 73 
 65 

St. Lawrence ........................................... .. 
 3.'l6 172 
 161 
 147 
 189 


188 
 198
HI 131 

55
70 
 15 
 25 
 45
i~~~r!~1~;~~::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :: :: ::::::::::::: 329 


' 115 
 19 
 115 
 19
134 


~~~~~;~~:. ::: :::::::: :.::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Steuhen ................ ...... ............... .............. 
 272 
 "'2ili 71 202 
 .. •..70 

Suffolk .................................................... 
'''iSi ....97 
 ....00 '''iil4 
~i~~~~~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 2.10 186 
 64 159 ;:: 


~y~&~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::..:::::::..::::::::::::::: ~ ~~ li~ : ~gi
Warren..................................... .............. 103 
 53 
 50 43 60 

Washington................ ....... ......................... 305 
 226 
 79 175 130 

Wayne............... ...... ................. .............. 994 
 914 
 80 521 473 

'Vestchester............. .......................... ....... 741 
 561 
 183 303 441 

wyoming.................................................1 96 
 51 
 45 eo 36 

yates............. ................ .... .... ................. 593 568 
 25 333 260 


~otal. ................................................ 22,()i5 16,795 
 5,250 11,174. 10,871 
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TABLE 11. 
Amount expended f()7' SUPP()7't and 1'elief during the year. 

In ~V~~~~h~ion FortemporaryCOUNTIES. Total. 
poor·houses. relic!: 

Albany ............................................ . 
 $23,38137 . ............ . 
 $23,381 :{f
Allegany......................................... .. 
 6,439 03 $5,310 59 
 11,749 62 

Broome .......•.•................. ,. ........•...... 
 8,26965 9,787 6~ 18,05731 
~aLtaraugus..................................... '." 
 4,486 69 
 13,486 74 
 17,973 33 

Cayuga............................................ . 
 6,453 30 
 26,994 22 
 sa,H752
Chautauqua...................................... .. 
 9,36955 9,663 11 
 19,032 6G 
Chemung.......................................... . 
 6,719 15 
 9,t77 87 
 16,19702
Chenango......................................... .. 
 8,551 53 
 II 48 
 8,563 01 
Clinton ............................................ . 
 12,791 20 
 «,279 59 
 54,07079
Columbia......................................... .. 
 16,394 96 
 7200 
 16,466 96 

Cortland.......•••••••...•.... ,. .... ,. ..•... '/ •....... 
 6,420 00 4,098 43 
 9,01843
Delaware ....................................... .. 
 3,471 13 
 8,21730"',74617
Dutchess .......................................... . 
 12,695 85 
 2,678 II 
 15,373 96 

Erie ............................................... . 
 64,890 95 
 94,657 12 
 149,54807 
E~sex ....•.......................................•.. 
 5,56920 12,785 90 
 18,355 10

Franklin .......................................... . 
 6,633 08 7,O~2 59 
 13,685 67 

-"'ulton............................................. . 
 7,473 00 10,077 15 
 17,55015
Genesee............. ; ............................. . 
 5,58260 8,590 87 
 14,17347
Greene........•..••............................•... 
 4,603 09 1,708 « 6,211 53 

Hamilton.......................................... . 
 · .. • .. 5;298·03 ·· .. • ..5;298·03Herkimer ......................................... . 
 . ............ . 

Jefferson.......................................... . 
 11,972 00 25,354 00 37,326 00 
Le\vis ........•...............•...................•. 
 5,031 86 
 1,459 07 6,490 93 

LivIngston ....•.•.. ,. ....•••••.•••..•............... 
 16,IG2 51 
 3,13955 ]9,302 06
lIIadison........................................... . 
 6,173 05 7,67028 13,84333
l\Ionroe.......•• t •••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 
 18,147 66 
 86,100 00 IIJ.1,247 66

lIIontgomery ..................................... .. 
 .. • ..iil;906·2o .. · ..2i;090·M · .. • .. 37;996·24~:;'e1~~a.:::::: ::::: ::: ::: :::::::: :::: :'.:: :::: ::::::: 26,558 19 
 26,55819.... ·6.1;s7s·44Onondaga......................................... . 15,05000 69,9!8 44

Ontario ........................................... . 
 6,79299 17,117 86 
 23,!Jl085
Orange............................................ . 
 38,78267 6,2.';538 45,03795
Orleans ........................................... . 
 11,502 99 
 7,2-1874 18,76173 ...............
·..•..s;iso·2,g ·.. ·..s;ooi'Osg~~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 16,2H 31
Putnam.: ......................................... . 
 2,993 00 2,99300.. ···5;oi6·ti4Queens ............................................ . 17,90! IJ.1 22,92088
Uensseiaer .......................... '" ........... . 
 20,97987 11,M905 32,528 92 

Richmond........................................ .. 
 13,382 M 6,500 98 
 19,883 52 

Rockland ......................................... . 
 6,686 00 3,~66 62 
 10,f>52 62

St. Lawrence ..................................... . 
 6,241 37 
 25,926 73 
 82,168 10 

Saratoga........................................... . 
 10,327 87 
 150 00 10,477 ff1
Schenectady ...................................... . 
 9,912 60 
 6,286 H 16,199 U 
Schoharie.....•.........•.....................•• ,. 

Schuyler... • .. ... .. ............................. .. 

Seneca..... , ...............•....................... 
• •••.•..... I • • I ••••• '" • • •• • • ................ . 


Steuben ............ :............................... 7,86606 
 17,26396 25,13002
Suffolk.......................................................................... 
 . 
Sullivan............................................ 8,485 43 
 2,46182 .. •..iO;9i,·25
Tioga............. ......... ......................... 3,916 77 
 15,9;;t 38 
 19,868 15 

Tompkins.......................................... "1,97376 
 8,098 IJ.1 6,071 80 

Ulster.... .... .......................... ............. 12,586 00 
 • .... ......... 
 12,586 00 

'Varren ..... ........................ ............... 4,658 13 
 956 :r; 5,614 50 

'Vashington..... .......... .......... .......... ..... 7,436 00 
 7,436 00 
"'arno ............................................. 8,463 31 
 •.... ·';iio·ili 12,603 50 

'Vestchester....... ................................. 16,140 O-~ 
 8812.'i 17,021 ZI 
\Vyoming..... ..................................... 3,73046 4,217 78 7,91824 

yates............................................... 4,393 21 
 6,059 9! 10,45315 

I--~~~I·--~---I---~~Total...••..••...•••..•..••..••••..•••......•... $562,689 80 
 8615,2-2015 $1,177,909 911 
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TABLE 12. 
Showing the value of pwr-lwuse establishment.~, labor of the paupers, and 

the expense of supporting each person. 

COUNTIES. 

Albany.............................. .. 
Allegany........................... '" 
Broome .............................. . 

115 
330 
130 

$25,000 00 
8,n()() 00 

37,000 00 

$2,000 00 
70000 
50000 

$80 f3 
4!1 9a 
M GO 

$155 
9fi 

105 
Cattaraugus.......................... . 
Cayuga ............................. .. 
Chautauqua.......................... . 
Chemung............................. . 
Ghenango ............................ . 
Clinton............................. .. 

200 
96 

30r. 
lSI 
l'~ 

80 

35,000 00 
2.'i,OOOOO 

100,000 00 
12,000 00 
20,000 00 
40,000 00 

70000 
1,000 00 
1,50000 

2.10 00 
50000 
25000 

475S 
73 !l2 
4908 

............ 
7056 
5859 

91 
142 

91 

135 
1 12 

Columbia............................. . 2li 30,000 00 2501'0 91 11 1 81 
Cortland ....................... . 11~ 17,000 00 400 00 65 31 100 
Dela'varc..................•........... 110 10,000 00 6::! 21 1 12 
I!~tchcss ............................. . 
ErIC .................................. . 
Essex;................................ . 
Franklin............................. . 

100 
15(. 
90 

]10 

20,000 00 
212,140 00 
ll,OOO 00 
40,00000 

"7;600'00 
200 00 

80 O~ 
86 81 
.It ~o 
57 ~o 

1M 
I 67 

85 
1 10 

}'uiton.............................. .. 
Genesee ............................... . 

100 
IHO 

7,400 00 
1.1,300 00 

50000 
40000 

91 00 
54 75 

175 
105 

Greene .............................. .. 188 14,000 00 300 00 42 &t 82 
Hamilton............................. . 
Herkimer .......................... .. 65 ......6;000·00 .......... 

. .......... . 
105 M 2 0'2 

Jefferson............................. . 170 ~:;,c(,O ()() 50000 11M 137 
Lewis................................ .. 59 20,00000 35000 7072 1 36 
LiI·ingston............................ . 
1>Illuison.............................. . 
Monroe............................... . 
1>!.ontgomery.............. , .......... . 

~~ae~~~::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::: 
Onondaga........................... .. 
Ontario............................... . 
Orange............................... . 
Orleans............................... . 

151 
15~ 
65 

1~0 
189 
36 

212 
263 
1~1 

6~,937 74 
32,()('OOO 
9:;,000 00 

.... ·40;000·00 
200,00000 
50,000 00 
30,()(1O 00 
60,00000 
36,490 00 

2,0"0 00 
24000 

2,OVO 00 

2,~1.1() 00 
1,000 00 

S(IO 00 
1,500 eo 

000 00 

6t 01 
48 :lli 
61 L3 

........... . 
91 fil 
7(; 9l 
6240 
M 25 
91 61 
9776 

123 
9:1 

1 IS 

182 
148 
I 20 
1M 
I 76 
188 

g~~~~¥,o..::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: 
Putnam ............................. .. 
Queens............................... . 
Uenssclaer............................ . 
Richmon,\' .......................... . 
Rorklan'l. ............................ . 
St. Lawrence......................... . 
Saratoga ............................. . 
Schenectauy ....................... .. 
Schoharie ............................ . 
Schuyler ............................. . 
Seneca ............................... . 
Steuben ............................. .. 
Suffolk ............................... . 
Sullivan.............................. . 
Tioga................................ .. 
Tompkins.......................... .. 
Ulster ................................ . 
"raTTeD .. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

225 
~5 
474 
140 
121 
47 

33.; 
120 

DO 
112 

.. ·..200 

.. • ..iixi 
60 

100 
147 
ISO 

......~;ooo·ixi 
18,000 00 
25,00000 
8,000 00 

26,000 00 
20,()(lO 00 
75,00000 
40.000 00 
50,00000 

9,000 00 

.............. 
13,000 00 .............. 
10,000 UO 
8,011000 

15,000 00 
15,000 00 
6,000 00 

1,5()() 00 
300 00 

1,200 00 
20000 
75000 
600 00 
400 00 
500 00 

....300·00 

..··600·00 
3.10 00 
500 00 

2,500 00 
200 00 

............ 
66 28 

lOt 00 
90 08 
9'2 04 

11245 
104 00 
36 GO 
52 00 

12636 
6200 

. .......... . 
72 7~ . .......... . 
48 10 
50 96 
37 ::9 
as 6~ 
8600 

"Tog 
200 
173 
177 
216 
200 

70 
1 00 
243 
100 

92 
93 
7:3 
74 
69 

'Vashington.......................... . 
'Vayne .............................. .. 
,,'estchester ........................ . 

~1~~~~~~ :::: ::::::::: .::::::: ::: ::::: 

267 
195 
155 
280 
18.> 

12,000 00 
37,000 00 
70,000 00 
2.'>.O()() 00 
18,000 00 

1,20000 
4()() 00 

1,000 00 
2.')000 
200 00 

68 09 
62 40 
75.6; 
67.20 
9438 

1 12 
120 
1 45 
110 
181 

--------�---------~--------I---------,-----
Tot.'ll. .................. ........... 
 8,444 $1,S~4,827 74 $jO,!)~ 00 ............ I 
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TABLE 13. 
Showing the number of persons supported and 'I'elif3'V8d, and the changes in 

the city alms-houses during the year ending November 30, 1878. 

N.AlIlE. 

------------1---·1------------- ­
Kings county (Brooklyn city) alms-house 2,3.>8 6,774 122 8,2M 36,877 ~, 131 
Kingston city alms·house..... .........•. 69 80 
 149 1,718 1,867 
Newburgh city and town alms-house.... 53 138 I 192 574 766 
New York city alms-Iwuse.. •.•. .•...••.. 6,553 23,814 536 30,903 13,519 44,422 
Oswego city alms-house................. 7I 27 
 3 101 3,993 4,09! 
Poughkeepsie eity alms-houso_.......... 76 174 
 S 253 1,391 1,6f4 
Utica city alms-house. ................... 14 201 
 5 220... .... • 2'lO 

Total .............................. . 9,194 30,208 
 670 58,072 9S,IU 

TABLE 13-(aonclude~). 

REMAINING Nov. 30,1878 . .,; 'ti 
c.><J .. .; 

"
... ~ N.AlIlE. .:as "" 0.d -d­ .. '" " "".. 

0 

on 3E" .c0" 0 " '" FQ r.-"A :::l Ei~ -< 

19 539 1,200 1,259Kings county (Brooklyn city) alms·house ....5,237 2,4~
136 52Kingston city. alms·houso ....•..•....•••. .....78 "'3 22Newburgh City and towu alms-honse..... 9 34 56124 

New York citr, alms-house............... 
 19 2,433 3,783 3,44421,177 47 7,227 
Oswego city II ms house................... 
 8 3 30 3226 2 62 
Poughkeepsie city alms·houso ..••••.••••. 33167 78 .. .. 1 8 45 I 14Utica eity alms-Iiouse..................... 
 • ..• 15 12 2191 

Total ............. .................. 
27,000 49 4,805 9,961~3,OI31~ 

TABLE 14. 
Showing the number of insane, idiots, epileptics, blind, and deaf-mutes and 

childfen in the city alms-houses Nmmnber 30, 1878. 

Kings connty (Brooklyn city) alms-house ............... 1,004 22 84 23 2 H7 
King;ton city aIms-house................................ 1 6 I 
Newburgh city RlIII town nlm8~hollse.~ ..........•....... 2 2 "2 1 4 
New York city alms-house............................... 2,653 258 80 107 8 646 
O..",e~o city alms~house . ~""""""'" •••••••.••••••. 3 1 1 2 
Poughkeepsie city alms-house.••••.•.•.•••..••.•••..•••. 6 I 2 2•Utica city alms-house.................................... 2 1 2-Total ....... ;....................................... 3,670 285 170 138 12 771 
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TABLE 15. 

Showin!J the proportion of native and foreign bQ7'n persons supported during 
. the year. 

NAME. 

-------------------
Ipogs cou~ty (Brooklyo city) alms·houso............... . 
l\.lng'ston CIty a.lms-houso.. .............................. . 
Ncwburgh cIty aoel town alms·housc .................. . 
New York city alms·house ............................ . 
Oswego CIty alms·house ................................ .. 
Poughkeepsie city alms·house ........................ . 
Utica city alms-house......... ............ .. ....... .. 

Total .............................................. 

--­
8,254 

149 
192 

30,903 
101 
253 
220 

40,072 

--­
4,367

109 
i:!8 

15,570 
90 

150 
132 

20,546 

--­
3,887 

40 
6t 

l5,3;lg 
II 

103 
88 

19,526 

--­
2,795 

58 
71 

11,545 
70 
8\1 

lOS 

14,736 

--­
5,459 

9l 
121 

19,358 
31 

1M 
112 

25,336 

TABLE 16. 

Amount expende4fQ7' support and relief during the year. 

For support In For tcml'ora-N.AlIIE. Total.alm.-houses. ry relief. 

Kings countv (Brooklyn city) alms·house......... $255,47053 $57,054 40 $312,52t 93 
I{ingston cit}' alms·houso ......................... 9,0'!! 48 6,f..t501 15,66949 
Ncwl.lUrgh cIty and town alms-house ............. 4,425 10 4,908 2'2 9,33:1 32 
New York city alms·house ....................... 696,27551 59,430 49 7[>5,;06 00 
Oswego city alms·house........................... 7,537 12 27,60750 3.';,144 6'l 
PoughkeelJsie city alms·house ..................... 7,600 00 5,400 00 la,OOO 00 
Utica city alms.house ............................. 6,31484 .............. 6,314 84 

Total ........................................ S986,1>t758\ 81&1,045 62 $1,147,69320 
r 

TABLE 17. 

Showin!J the value of the alms-house establishments, labQ7' of the paupe1's, and 
the expense of supporting each person. 

NAME. 

"".,
".<:0:'" •
-0 .. .. en 
.... "''''0,,0",,,,, 
cnC) ..n
fSe.., ...­<"as 

..:. 00,6
C:S":;..-~ . 

"",OfJ"" ., ...
.8~q)g
"0,,,1'3 
·§cog~ 
~~.co:::: 
~ 

... 
S! •-.," ...-'"..... .,.
0", 
~~ 
~'o 

'Q~
>4",,, 
"'~o:
s"".0 ..... 
,,-0 

~~~= 
~-g~~
~o:JcCl) 
~;:..oo~ 

, ..... 
.>40 
'" d"''''0 
~"''''" ...",,,,,,, 
I<l:::'''' 
E~"
'" " ~ ~d

<-'" 

Kinin! county (Brooklyn city) alms-house .• 
Kingston city alms-honse .................. 
Newburrrh cIty and town alms-house...... 
New York citr alms.house................. 
Oswej:'C) r.ify a ms·house.................... 
}>oughkeepsie city alms·house ............. 
Utica city alms·house ...................... 

70 
2'2 
74 

136 
18 
8 

81,250,000 00 
50,000 00 
46,39772 

2,69;;, oro 00 
60,000 00 
50,000 00 
40,000 00 

810,000 00 

.... i20·00 
3,647 00 

450 00 

$106 09 
60 M 

126 58 

"ioo'iil 
88 40 

287 04 

$204 
1 17 
2 (3 

20t 
1 70 
552 

TotaL.... , ............................ 328 I 84,191,397 72 514,21700 



TABLE 18. 
Showing the estimated value of the property of orpnan asylums and homes for the friendless, and their indebtedness, at the close 

of the year ending September 30, 1878. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 
Personal

~STITUTIONS Real estate. Total.property. 
Real. 

Albany Guardian Society and Home for the Friendless.••......•••.•....•.•.•. 
Albany Or~han Asylum.......................................................... 
American 'emale liuardian Society and Home for the Friendless, New York. 
Association for llefrielluing Children anc\ young Girls, New york...•.••...•. 
Association for the llelloUt or Colorecl Orphans, New York ................... 
Asso~iation for the Kolicf of ltedteClnhle Aged Indigent Females, New York. 
Asyll)m of Our Lady of Refu¥e, uUalo........... " .. " ...... " .............. 
Baptist Home for tho Agcu, New york.................. , ....................... 
Brooklyn Il1du.trial Sehoul AssociatioL\ and Homo for Dcstltute Children .•.. 
Brooklyn Indu"triall5chool As.ociation, Eastern Di&trict..................... 
Brooklyn Nurscry ............................................................ 
DUlralo Orphan Asylum............................ " ........................... 
CUYlIga Asylum for Destitute Children, AuIJllrn ................................ 
Ccntml New York Institution for Dcaf·lIlutes, Rome ........................... 
~haJlin Il,ome for tho '~ficU ~nd Inlll'm',New York ...........,' ................ 
CharIty}, oundutlOu 01 t Ie 1 rotestant Episcopal Church, Bunalo.............. 

Children's Aill Society, Brooklyu ........... , .............................. " .. 

ChilurOIl's Aid SOCiety, New york........................... ................. 1'. 

Chilureu's },'old, New york.................................... , ................. 

Chilurcu's },'riend 150~ict'·, Alhany.............................................. 

Church Charity ]<'olludatlou of Long Island, Brooklyn.....••..•....•••••.•••.. 

Colored Home, No\\' York ...................................................... 

Couvent of the Sbters of lIIercy, Brooklyn..................................... 


"$30;000'00 
85,000 00 
55,000 00 

230,000 00 
SI,5oo 00 
20,800 i5 

127,210 16 
50,00000 
63,2"lii 00 
18,000 00 
58,000 00 
30,000 00 
15,049 57 

200,000 00 
60,000 00 

"300;000'00 
1,000 00 
4,200 00 

1iO,000 00 
100,00000 
205,00000 

Davenport Institution ftlr Female Orphan Children, Bath..................... ............ 

Day Homc, Troy............................................. " ................. 7,000 00 

Evanf,clical Lutheran St. John's Orphau Home, llutfnlo ....................... 50,000 00 

Exce sior },'arm ancl lIouse 01' Inclw;try for lloys, Hochester...•......•••• , •... ...i8;OOO.oilFemale ChristlUn Home, Ne\\' york ............................................. 

J<'ive Points House of Industry, New york...................................... 150.000 00 

Fivc l'oints )Iission, New york ............... , ................................. 77,000 00 

Foundling Asylum of the Sidter. of Charity, New york ........................ 300,000 00 

}'ree Home for Destitute Young Girls, New YOI·k .............................. 

Gorman Homan Catholic Orphan Asylum, Butralo ............ _ ............... . "50;820'00 

gehl'CW Bonel'olcnt and Orphan Asylum Soeiety, New york.................. 15,000 00 


ome for AgOll and Inllrm 1Ioure,,"_, New York ............................... 3,009 21 

ll~llle tor the Agcd of the Little Sistors of the Poor, Albany .................. 43,70000 


. '$9;;;400 .00 
25,000 00 

.. i5i; ioo'00 
488,57500 

5,251 30 
19,13966 
18,000 00 
10,391 10 

666 32 
3',000 00 
18,600 00 
3,166 57 

47,394 34 ............ 

..ioo;000 .00 
.. 'i4;200'00 

31,4(;1 53 
M,OOO 00 

............ 

"'30;750'00 

6,000 00 
. ........... 

"'ii;;ioo'oo

1,000 00 
65,02332 
1,000 00 

"'s2;944'3i 
14,004 IS 

............ 


.............. ............ 

$126,400 00 ............ 


110,00000 
55,00000 "$30;000'00 

381,15000 ....... \ .... 
570,071; 00 ............ 
26,05~ 05 •••••• l ••••• 

146,349 S2 ............ 
68,000 00 
63,61616 ....7;575·00 
1~,666 ~2 6,700 00 
92,000 00 ... ...... 
4~,500 00 ............ 

18,21614 ............ 


217,391 34 ............ 

50,000 00 ............ 


....450;000·00 ."iiJ;ooo'oo 
1,000 00 ............ 


IS, 400 00 
201,461 53 ."4i;4oo'00 
155,000 00 ............ 

205,00000 ,38,000 00 

............ 
.... ·87;750·00 
06,000 00 .. "6;000'00 

..... is;ooo'oo '''io;ooo'oo
161i,loo 00 20,000 00 
78,000 00 

355,0!3 32 "'56;538'00 
1,000 00 

50,82000 "'28;000'00 
97,944 81 ............ 
17,97342 ............ 
43,70000 11,1100 00 

I Personal. Total. 

............ 
 ............. 

."sis;000'00 tl.."siil;000'00 

2,55866 32,558 56 ............ 
 ...... ...... ~ 
.. ..i;i76·25 · .... i;i76·25 5:: 

to<............ 
 ............. 
............ 
 .... ·7;707·66 ~13256 
65650 7,35650 t>.1 

. ........... 
 ............. 

(;)........... 
 ............. 
 " ............ 
 ............. :" 
... .. .. i;049·SO ··• .. i;04U'OO 

............ 
 ............. ~ 

15,00000 .'''2;oii'83 2,071 83 

11297 11297 ~ 
It\l............ 
 41,400 00 ............. 
.. .. ,,600·00 4260000 ............ 
 ............. 


......iti3'58 .... ·s;ii;3·os 
........... 
 ............. 


68571 10,585 71 
999 51 20,9U9 51 ............ 
 .... 

6,600 00 63; iss'00 
............
......SOi·85 28,801 8:i .......... 
 ............. 
............ 
 .. .. ii;5oo·00.. .. ,........ 




96,000 00 ............
Home for the Aged of tho Little Sisters of tho Poor, Brooklyn.............. .. 
 96,000 00 16,500 00 4,00000 20,500 00 
133,000 00 ............
Home for the Aged of the Little Sisters of tho Poor, New york .............. . 
 133,00000 43,00000 1,500 00 44,50000

lfome for the Aged of the Little Sisters of the Poor, Troy.................... . 
 .... ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 
....8;500·00.. '3;;;000' 00 43;500'00l[ome for Aged lIlen, Albany................................................... . 
 ............ 
 ............. 
 ............. 

25,000 00Home for the Blind, New york ....................... ; ........................ . 
 ............ 
 20,000 00 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 
.... , ....... 
 .. , ...........
Home for Christian Care, Sing Sill~............................................ . 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 
.... i;ooo·,iil ............ 
 1,000 00 Homo lor Fallen and l!'riendlcss Girls, New york............................. . 
 ......i73·00.. .. i;400·00 .... ·i;573·S54,O()0 00 4,000 00Home lor the )"riendless of Xorthern New York, Plattsburgh................ . 


....8;000·0010,00000Home for the l!'riendless, Auburn .............................................. . 
 18,000 00 1,000 00 ............ 
 1,00000
10,ooU 00 7,H!J505 17,OU5 D51I0me for the Friendless, Buffalo............................................... . 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 

10,000 00 80000llome for the }"riendieBs, LockpOl·t ............................................ . 
 10,800 00 ............ 
 ............ 
 ......... ... 

1a,OOO 00 15,01506Home for the }"riend!ess, Newburgh .......................................... .. 
 28,015 00 .......... 
 ....... .... 
 . ............ 

30,00000 6,668 40Homo for tho Friemlless, Rochester............................................ . 
 3~,G68 40 ........ ... 
 ............. 
.......;00·008,300 00Home for the }"riendless, Schenectady........................................ .. 
 6,10000 15,000 00 ............ 
 700 00 
25,000 00Home for the Homeless, Utica ................................................ . 
 26,000 00 ............ 
 ............. 
 . ............


•"i4;'oo'002,000 00 Home for Old :lIen and Aged Couples, New york............................ .. 
 l~,ioo 00 ............ 

'''(;0;500'00 .. "62;500'00200,00000 5193House of the Good Shcpherd, llrooklyn ...................................... .. 
 200,05193 2,000 00 

65,00000 ............
House of the Good Shepherd, New york ...................................... . 
 65,000 00 16,000 00 19,189 59 35,189 G9 ............ 
 ..............
HOllsc of the Good Shepherd, Stony Point................................... .. 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 
.. ..5;000·0012,00000 17,000 00 House of the Good Shepherd, Utica.......................................... .. 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............. 

4,00000 1,00000 5,000 00 House 01: Industry, Poughkeepsie............................................. .. 
 ............ 


. "iil;ooo'oo .. .. i!O;257·si5U,000 00 39,000 00 8U,OOO 00House 01 ~Iercy, New York .................................................... . 
 1,257 84 
20,00000 3,050 00 23,0::'0 00House of Shelter, Albany..................................................... .. 
 ............ 
 ............. 
....2;293·9510,000 00 ............ 
 10,000 00Howard Colored Orphan Asylum, Brooklyn................................... . 
 855 98 3,14993

100,GOO 00 .............. 
 100, GOO 00Howllrd Mission, New York .................................................... . 
 53,500 00 8,741 43 62,214 43 
66,1)000010,000 00 56,000 00 Hudson Qrphan lind Relief Association....................................... .. 
 ............ 


"'ii;ooo'oo .. "i6;500'0020,000 00 ............ 
 20,00000Industrial /School of the Sisters of lllercy, Rochester.......................... . 
 .,500 00 
18,000 00 21,OClO 003,00000Ingleside lIome, BUmllo........................................................ . 
 ............ 
 26892 268 92 

48,376 ,,310,00000 38,31653Institution for the Improyed In.truction of Dcaf·lIlutes, New york .......... . 
 ............ 

: "'~;ooo'oo .. "j5;i~9'02171),0011 00176,000 00 ............
InstitutIOn of Mercy (gast Houston "trect), New york ........................ . 
 7,159 02 

191,7GS 68 ............ 
 194,768 58 50,000 00 Institution of Mercy (Et!l'hty.first street), New york .......................... . 
 9,46000 6n,4f>O 00 
40,000 00 37,500 00 i7,500 00 2,50000Isaac T. Hopper Home, "~ew York............................................ . 
 41903 2,\)19 03 

19,$33 36 14,000 00 33,83336 ............ 
 ............ 
 .............
Jefferson Count\· Orphan A"ylulll, 'Vatertown.................................. . 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 .............. 
 ............
Ladies' I\cnoyofent Society, Schencctlllly ...................................... . 
 ............ 
 ......... ... 
............
l.adics· Ilebomh Xur"cry and Chil<I'. Protectory, New YOl·k..............•.. 
 ............ 
 ............. 

... "00,500'00. "86;';'00'00 '''50;000'00 ............
I.a,lies: Union Aid Socwty pl~thodist Episcopal Church Home), Xew York .. 599 00 59900 ............ 
 ............ 
 .............. 
 . ........... 
La(lies UIlIOU Itehcf ASSOCl[ltlOll, New). ork .................................. . 
 .......... ". 
 ............. 
............
Leuke ami Watts urphan Asylum, New york ................................. . 
 ............ 
...4S;()oo·00 ..... .i~:OOO·I'O .. ..5;000·00 .. .. io;ooo·ooLe Coutculx St. !IIllr ... ·• Deaf IInll Dumb AsylUll\, Bu1l'alo ..................... . 
 5,000 00 ....i;6oi·i;:i 14,601 8313,000 00 ............
lIIadison COllnty Orphan Asylum, Peterboro................................... . 
 ....i;2oo·oo .. ... i;700'00100,00000 37,000 00 137,000 00lIIagdul&n llene\'olent Society, Xew york ..................................... . 
 50000 

.............
23,000 00 23,000 00 ............ 
 ............ 
 .............
lIIariners' Family Asylum, Staten Island....................................... . 
 ............. 
 ............
Midnight Mission, Now york................................................... . 
 ....748;660·!!-.1 .. . 2-i7; 480 ·.i9..tii7;36t·7( "2oi;ooo'oo101,302 08 25,58049Xew York Catholic I'rotc"tory................................................. . 

75,000 0075,OUO 00 15,000 00 '27,;822012,78220Now York Infnnt Asylum...................................................... . 
 ·".ii;ooo·oo 5H,000 00 ............
500,000 00 ............ 
 .............
New York JU\'cnlle Asylum.................................................... . 


. .... "...... .............. 
 ............ 
 ............ 
 ............ "
No,y York Seamen's .I\ssocintion .......... 0.0 •••• 0 
 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 

"'Si,532'00 35,000 00 119,53200 ............ 
 ............
Nursery and Chilli's Hospitlll, New york ...................................... . 
 ..· .. i;055·62............ 
 1,700 00 . ........... 
1,700 00 1,055 62Old Gentlemen's Unscctnl'ian HOllie, New york............................... . 
 .. , . ............
............ 
 ............
Old Lndies' 1101no. Poughkeepsie ........................ t ..................... . 
 .. "'6i;24a'is47;24:i'is ............ 
 ............ 
 .............
Onondaga County Orphal1 Asylum, Syracuse.................................. . "'20;000'00 




TABLE 18-(Goncluded) • . 
INSTITUTIONS. Real estate. Persoual 

property. Total. 
Real. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

Personal. Total. 

$27,000 00 
42,15950 

180,000 00 
39,7&1 34 

225,00000 
1,375 00 
1,000 00 

23,22692 

"'38;200 '00 
71,500 00 
1,000 00 

'''i5;Ooo'00 
6,300 00 

"'56;i2G'14 
5,000 00 

58,158 11 
............ 

............ 
.... ....... 

·"ii;i.i5·is 
............ 


30,000 00 
............ 


2,000 00 ............ 

......800·00 

• "i4;SOO'00 

....;;;200·00 
4,8711 U 

....i;200·oo 
17,000 00 

............ 


$48,000 00 
242,15950 
580,000 00 
69,761 34 

237,000 00 
14,37500 
6,00000 

38,2'2692 

.. "'53;700'00 
196,500 00 
38,00000 
22,000 00 
35,0(10 00 
71,300 00 

....457;93i'52 
4:;,000 00 

174,<¥.!'J 1'1. 

.. •• ..i;ooo "00 
1,000.00 

25,000 .00 
35,145 18 ............. 


105,000 00 
.............. 


87,000 00 

..···70;000·00 
65,271 66 
80,000 00 

117,800 00 

.... ·42;600·00 
304,875 15 
106,4.;0 00 
22,700 00 

102,000 00 
45,000 00 

............ ............ ............. 


. ........... ............ ............. 

............ ............ ............. 
............ ............ ............. 
............ ......... .. ............. 
....... ." ............ 


......$.~oo·oo............ $500 00 ~ 

............ 1,619 29 1,619 29 
............. ............ ............. ~ 
............ ............ ............. 
 :;;:............

'''$.;;000'00 .. .. ·3;000·00 t:; 

..··5;682·487,000 00 12,53248 ..... ...... ~ 
.... i:ooo·oo ..· ..i;ooo·oo............ 
. ........... ~ 

"'49;000'00 ....49;000·00 C............ 


13,000 00 ............ 13,000 00 :>:l 
10,000 00 6,396 04 16,39604 "'3 

............ 1,000 31 1,000 37 
. ........... . ........... ............. ~ 

15000 15000

"'iil;ooo'oo 1,00000 13,000 00 
11,000 00 7,500 00 18,50000 ~ 

l>;J............ . ........... ............. 
............ ............ ............. 
............ . ........... ............. 
............ 52933 529 33 
............ 
 .'··2;429 '94 .. •..2;429·94
"'20;000'00 1,054 &2 21,054 82 ............ 1,937 00 1,937 00 
............ ............ ............. 

.. 'i5;000'OO ....5;000·35 • •• '20;003'35 

75,300 00 75,30000 
60,73000 "·2i;4i2·7i 82,14271 

5,141 00 3,610 00 8,151 00 


20,00000 20,000 00

"'3;500'00'6,400 00 9,900 00 

Ontario Orphan Asylum, Canandaigua.......................................... 

Orphan Asylum Society, Brooklyn.............................................. 

Orphan Aylum Society, New york............................................. 

Orphans' 1 orne and Asylum of the HOIl. Trini~ Church, Brooklyn, E. D..•. 

Orphans' Homo anu A.~lum of tho Pro estant .piscopal Church, New York. 

Orphans' Home of St. 1 eter's Church, Albany................................ 

Orphan House of tho Holy Saviour, Cooperstown.............................. 

Oswego Orphan Asylum......................................................... 

I'oabody Home for Aged 'Vomen, New york......................... ! ......... 

l'oughkeepsic Orphan House and llome for tho Friendless.................... 

l>rcshytCl'lHl1 lIomo t Nc\v york....•••...... to, .0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pl'ote.tant Episcopal Church Home, Rochester................................. 

Rochester Ilomo of Industry.................................................... 

Rochester Industrial School..................................................... 

Rochestcl' Or~han Asylum ...................................................... 

}{oman Catho ic Orphan Asylum SOCiety, Brooklyn............................ 

Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum Society, Now york ........................... 

Samaritan llomo for A~ed Men and 'Vomon, New york....................... 

Sheltering Arnls, Nc\v ork............. 
0 •••••••••••• : •••••• '0' ••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 

Sheltering Arms Xu\,sery, Protestant Episcopal Church, Brooklyn.•••.••••.•. 
Shelter for Dabies, New york................................................... 
Shelter for Respectablo Girls, N"wYork. .. .................................. 
Sisters ot' the Order St. Dominick (Asylum. Now york ........................ 
Society for the l'l'otcction of Destituto Homun Catholic Children, Buffulo..•. 
Society for tho Relief of Destitute Children of Seamen, Snug Harbor......... ............ 
Society for tho !telier of Half Orphan and Destitute Children, Now york ...• 75,000 00 
Society fol' the Relief of ltcspectable Aged Indigont Females, Brooklyn...... 
Southern Tier Orphans' lIomc, Elmira ......................................... 
"'35;000'00 
St Barnabas' House, New york................................................. 
St..Fr:lJlcis' Asylum, Hnn'alo ..................................................... • "70;000'00 
St. John tho lInlltist Fouudation, New York.................................... 64,471 56 
St. John's Female Orphan Asylum, Utica ...................................... 30,000 00 

SI. Josoph's Asvlum, New york............................................... 103,000 00 

St. Joseph's As)"lum and Honse of Providence, Syracuso...................... ............ 

St. Joseph's German Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum, Rochester........... 36,400 00 

St. Joseph's Homo for the Aged, New york ............................. : ..... 300,000 00 

St. Joseph's Institution for the Improved Instruction of Deaf·l\Iutes, Fordham 106,4~0 00 

St. Joseph's J\fale 01han Asylum, Buffalo ..................................... 21,~OO 00 

St. Luke's llome for nuigent Christian Females, New york.................. 85,000 00 

St. Mary's Boys' Orphan Asylum, Rochester................................... 45,000 00 


$21,00000 
200,000 00 
400,000 00 
30,000 00 
12,000 00 
13,000 00 
5,00000 

15,000 00 
........... 


15,500 00 
12.,,000 00 
32,000 00 
22,000 00 
20,000 00 
65,000 00 

............ 

4Ul,80888 
40,000 00 

115,93461 
............ 


1,000 00 
1,000 00 

25,000 00 
18,000 00 

http:1,000.00


St. lIfary's Catholic OI')lhan Asylnm, Binghamton............................ .. 

St. ]lfary's Orphan Asylum, Canandaigua..................................... .. 

St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Dunkirk.......................................... .. 

St. lIlary's Orphan Asylum, l'ort Jervis........................................ . 

St. l'atrick's Female Orphan Asylum, Rochester............................. .. 

St. Patrick's Orphan Asylum, Newburgh..................................... .. 

St. Peter's German Uoman Catholic AS80ciation, Uondout.................... . 

~t. St.ephcn's Orph~n Asylu~, N~w york......... : ............................ . 

St. Vmcent de Paul s IndustrIal School, New york............................ . 

St. Vincent ue Paul's Orphan Asylum, New York............................ .. 

St. Vincont do Paul's O"phan Asylum, Syracnse .............................. . 

St. Vincent·s J<'emalo Orphan Asylum, Albany............................... .. 

St. Vincent·s Femalo Orphan Asylum, nun·alo...•..•••••••••........•....•••..• 

St. Vincent's Female Orphan Asylum, Troy ................................... . 

St. Vincent's Home for Iloys, Brooklyn........................................ . 

St. Vincent's llome for noys, New york....................................... . 

St. Vincent's Infant Orphan Asylum, Ilnffalo.................................. . 

St. Vincent's )Iale Orphau Asylum, Alb.lny ................................... . 

St. Vincent·s lIlale Orphan Asylum, Utica ..................................... . 

Snsqnehanna Valley llome, Dmghamton...................................... .. 

Syracuse 1I0me Association .................................................... . 

Temporary Home for .'riendless 'Vomen and Children, nrooklyn........•.•.. 

Thomag' Asylum for Orphan anrl De5titute Indian Children, Versailles....••• 

Troy Vatholic Malo Orphan Asylum........................................... . 

Troy Orphan Asylum......................................... , ................. . 

Truant lIome, Ill'ol)klyn....................................................... . 

Union Home aud School for the Education of the Children of Our Volunte~rB, 


NewYork .................................................................... . 

Utica Orphlln Asylum............................'........................ , .... . 

'Vnrtbul'g Orphnns' J<'arm SChool, 11ft. Vernon .............................. .. 

'Vcstern New York Institution for Deaf.~futes, Uochestor.................... . 

'VUsan Industrial School for Girls. New Y"Ork. ........... . .................. :. 


Total. ....................................................................... $9,052,553 <» $3,123,36216 $12,175,91520 $1,359,52099 


1,500 00 ............ 1,500 00 ............ 
............ ............
·"i.;ooo·oo ............ .....i.i;ooo·oo ............ 
............ .............. ............
'''31;000'00 ............ 34,000 00 . ........... 
............ . ............. ............ 
.. .. 4;400·00............ 4,400 00 

............ 4.0,000 00 40,000 00 ...23;5.iO·00 


............ .............. . ........... 
"i2i;6OZ'OO 50000 12S,IO-~ 06 54,300 00 
43,00000 ............ 43,000 00 12,000 00 


116,1V840 2,000 00 UH,198 40 57,3G80! 
35,500 00 ............ 35,000 00 H,OOO 00 

41,000 00 ............ 41,000 00 19,400 00 

23,000 00 ............ 23,000 00 9,135 00 

11,635 50 ............ 11,6.15 50 4,000 00 

32,77500 400 00 33,17500 ............ 

~,OOO 00 ............ 45,000 00 ............ 

80,000 00 ............ 80,000 00 33,000 00 


............ ............
'''50;000'00 36,262 50 · .... 86;26l·50 ··········1·
32,700 00 8,000 00 40,700 00 ............ 

20,500 00 3,000 00 23,500 00 ............ 

90,000 00 90,000 ()() ............ 

45,000 00 ."37;000'00 82,00000 ............ 
............ ..11 ........ .............. ............ 


110,000 00 13,19003 123,190 03 45,00000 
30,000 00 149,123 34 179,123 31 ............ 


............ .............. ............
"'iO;SS7'49 ............ 10,33749 ............ 

............ ............ .............. ............ 

--...,....,...,-I-~:-:--~I 

8,200 00 ............ 

........... 


300 00 
1,100 00 ............ 


............ 


............ 


.. .... 400·00 
7,173 41 

....8;328·29 

.. ..6;558·96 
2,700 00 
9,215 13 
2,00624 

40,000 00 
....... .... 

............ 

............ 

............ 

............ 


2,50000 
............ 


5,00000 

.. .. 2;000·00 
16,610 05 ............ 


3,200 00 
............. 

............. 


300 00 
1,100 00 .... ........ 


............. 

23,54000 

............. 

54,70000 
19,173 41 
57,368 <» 
22,328 29 
19,400 00 
15,69396 
6,70000 1%1 
9,215 13 t3....2,06624 .., 

73,00000 
............. ~ 

............. 
 ~ . ............ 

............. ~ 
.... ~ ........ ~ 


2,500 00 :::, ............. 

C 

50,000 00 "1 
............. 

2,00000 
16,61005 ~ :..:............. 


~ ....$309,87930 i$1,669,400 29 
~ 
I:\:i 
)IJ 



TABLE 19. ~ 
t+"'­Showing the receiptl1 of orphan asylums and homes for the friendless lor the year ending September 30, 1878., o 

'''l 'C."'~ -g.~-.... "",.~"E ~ ..."0·Cai .. 0.........
od '" "," :;'" .5.<:I'"g-~~ .. 0~,g.~ ~ "'" §"rtiUJ .!l<'¢a:i... ­ ;g",,,'" f~s.g 
~ 
t-~.<:I Po>.t'"INSTITUTIONS. ;S:~ ~c~~~O "-""'>.'" ;-.:J ~ =_ ..... "ii "'..Q oS'".'::..c: 8 Cl~ ...0 '::iis "oC"S" S~~ ... So.<:I.. 8 a~ S·-~oc..:;) S;-'"~:~0 0'"00 :300·- Q.)...01 ........­ 0~~~ ~ao ~~:5 ~'C;-(.) r.,­r., r.,~ E-t;; 

Albany Guardian Society an<l 1I0mo for 
the Fricndless ............................ I:t. 

·"s;i6.i·iGAlbany Orphan Asylum .•••••.•••.•••••••• '$2;i57'oi Si5;OOi':ij '$i;000'00 $5;iii'i:!i . '$24;376.8i;$60000
Anlcricnn .l!"emale Guardian Society and ~ 

llome for the Friendlcss, New york.•.. 6,4t311 $25,000 00 $17,26391 15,291 67 3,Z9575 12,906 56 80,30100 ~ Association for Bofriending Chlltlren anll 
t<Young Girls! Now York....•.........•... 
 37251 90000 5,139 13 82,908 56 2,991 41 12,311 61Association lor the Benelit of Colored 

Orphans, New York •.••••••......•.••.•. ~1,968 71 9,stS 00 3,950 88 1,517 96 9,~37 46 10,656 67 37,58027AssociatlOn.lo.r tho ReUof of Rcspectahle 
A'fed In'hg"~nt Fomale., New york .•••• ~ • 25,740 9~ 1,0111 14 34,618 78 17,531 50 78,94234 cAsy um of Onr I,arly of Refug"e, Buffalo ... '2;000'00 "i;072'is61 H 1,952 09 6,760 ~7 11,846 28 ~Baptist Homc for tile Age,}, New YOl'k ... 300 00153 03 8U336 500 00 18,33262 20,179 01 ....Brookifn IlI!lustrhtl. School Association 
and ome 101' Uc~.,tute Chlhlrcn..•.•... 4,065 65 9,03.'1 644,SSO 38 1,133 14 9,340 :1'2 28,4.'i5 03 C

Brooklyn IlIdl13~riul School .\ssociation, 
EUotern lliotrict.......................... "­]6,567 31 4,623 97 F0828 914 05 7,7U 87 785 06 41 45 31,455 01

Brooklyn Xurser(' ......................... 
 4:11 Ii!) 1,O!q 302,50000 1,101 f3 1,153 H 6,257 46 ~Bull'alo OI'),hl1l1 " sylum...........•....•••• 
 3,339 56 63ii 80 14,467 90 2,550 41 20,99367 t\j
cal~~~n~~~~~~..j~l: ..~:.~t~:~~? •?~I.l~:~~~: 8185 3,000 00 1,091 8320865 1,20508 5,587 41Central XCIV York Institution for Deaf· 

Mutes, Home.............................. 363 68 18,513 34 15,156 97 112 26 171 97 34,31822
Chapin Hume 1'01' tho Age<l an<l Infirm, 

Ncw York ............................. 4,068 96 20000 21,807 19 26,076111Charity Foundation ofthePl'otestantEpis. 
copal Chmch, Buffalo ..•......•...•.••••• 401 1,103 50 1,105 15 3,83.~ 44 1,223 81 7,269 91Chil(lren's Aid Society, Jlrooklyn.......... 

Children'S Aid Suc~ety, New York •••••••• '70;000'002,108 18 ."225;iii·8.i153,009 66 ....269·00Children'S I<'old, New york................ ....'o}·lii9051 6,503 71 128 32 7,397 15 Children'S Friend Society, Albnnr- •.••.•. ....77i;ii;2,014 00 765 00 3,550 15 Church Charity I<'oundatioll of ong Is· 
land, Brooklyn........................... 1,891 60 2,824 04 2,439 30 21,74960 1,624 82 4,000 00 14,43123 48,460 59Coloredllomo, New york ..•••.•..••••...• 2,9737I 19,395 10 155 01 11,038 45 2,8m 07 86,411 37 .ii;033,irjConvent of tho Sisters of Mercy,Brook1yn 2,521 52 "5;500'004.,31882 'i7;7~3'09756 25 2,000 00 4';,858 70 



Dllvenhort Institution for Female Orphlln
Chil< ren, Jlnth ........................... 

Day Home, Troy ...•.•......•.••••....... , , 
Ernllgelical Lutheran Se. John's Orphlln

llome, nuO·1l10 ............................ 
Excel.ior j<'arm anti. lIouse oj' Inuustry for 

Uoys, Rochester.......................... 
j<'cmale Christilill HomeI New york....... 
Fi,'e Points Honse of Int ustry, New York, 
FIve Points .Mission, ~cw york............ 

}'oundliog Asylum onho Sisters oj' Charity,

New york ................................ 

F~g\;\?~.~. ~~~..~.~~t.i~~.t~.. ~~.u.~~.. ~i.l:I~:1 
Germnn Uoman Catholic Or})han Asylum, 

ll~bU.~'~,~OIic~'c'~oic~·t· n~d' .O'l:ph;;~ 'XSyiu;';!
Society, New york ....................... 


Home for Aged IInti lnllrm Hebrews, New' 

York..... , ................................ 


Homo for the Aged of the Little Sisters of 

tho Poor, Albany........................ 

Home for the Agell of the Littlo Sisters of 
the Poor, Brooklyn ...................... 

lIome 1'01' the AgcII of tho Little Sisters of 
tho Poor, New york...................... 

Homo for the Aged of tho Little Sistors 01 
tho Poor,. Troy ........................... 

Homo for Aged Men, Albnny.............. 
llome for the Blind, New york............ 
Home for Vhri&tian Cnro, Sing Sing....... 
Homo for ],'allen and Friendless Girls, 
~ew york............................... 

Homo for the Friendless of Northern New 
York,PlattsllUl'gh.. .. .................. 

Home 1'01' the t'l'iendlcss, Auburn ......... 
llome 101' the Friendless, BuO·alo. 
Homo for the Fncnllloss, LOCk/:ort........ 
llome for the ~'l'le1lllle:;8, New ul'gh ...... 
llome for the Fdenllless, Uochester...... 
Home for the Friendless, Schenectady. '" 
Home for the Homeless, Utica............. 
Home for Olu :'le1l anti Aged Couples, New 

york........ : ............................. 
House of the GOOl! Shephertl, Urooklyn .. 
House of the GooII Shepherd, New York. 
H01lse of the GooII Shepherd, Stom' Point. 
House or the Goo" Shcphel'II, Utica....... 
House of Inllustr~, Poughkeepsie......•.. 
Houso of Mel'cy, . 'ow york................. 
House of Shelter, AIlJall)' .................. 

.. ··379·46 

....4[,6·1S 
2,71225 

51,74080 


2782 


87111 


6,47028 

3,21500 


4500 


60 25 


no 00 

....gi;.·iiJ 

372 9'2 

257 ()O2 

1,2~1 95 

6,93631 


35G 23 

462 


400 00 


1,131 76 

6G8 64 


1,105 93 


1,381 24 

63 92 


"3;400'34 


3,465 32 


3,865 00 


1m 63 


1,11650 

. '2;oi5°2.3 

"i;;a8i' is 
12,1)2951 

"i;a~6'i; 

2,497 12 


723 72 


....200·00 
60000 


241,3034n 


200 00 


1,000 00 


32,279 33 


IiOO 00 


1,000 00 

....500·00 

3,36n 43 


23655 . 


~oo 00 
3, i6n 89 

1,000 00 

82687 


4SO 29 


'3;053 '22 

6~5 08 

31,81000 

400 00 

"i;~50'OiJ 
I~O 00 

"i;ioo'F2 

H~ 40 

5300 


5:-),') ~9 


1,140 hi 

~a 24 


50550 

2,!I:551 

sus 2.'i 

....:i,;j·i!i 

····iir,·oo 
4,1U350 

967 M 

16,109 17 

10,134. 51 


n,2!'l10 

2,96275 

7,706 01 

1,048 08 

2,405 00 

2,350 00 

10,800 00 

4,800 00 

1,718 00 

2,17-150 

310 fm 

3.>1 57 


1,311 50 

40726 


2,114 80 I 

1,808 ot 


100 :!j 

6.871 7'! 
}:I,:I.227 
5,383 It 

710 37 

6:11 86 


6,321 41 

2,358 ;3 


. '2;058'24 
643 


"i;7SS'7i 

266 47 


(\,2B3 59 


61088 

41649 

111 V'J 

881) 00 

408 $3 

273 50 


3,3ll1) 3! 


83259 


310 00 

"i;4.j~·39 
25723 


550 00 

125 00 

.' 

3;448'503793 


82182 
 9,74008 

.. fi;2i19' iii 
 .. "'i;;4ti6'i;i 
15,6U 12 
 37,632 00 

tl82 55 
 17,2~5 65 


302,55786 


1,637 06 
 4,821 63 


13,353 28 
 ~ 

~ 
'3,271 87 
 81,670 78 


~ 
6,12000 

b:i
2,3.95 00 C:.. 

4,665 00 15,52525 ~ 
t::s

2,700 00 9,565 00 
C 

I 
 ">:I
"8;500'00 I .. "i~,:i;7'io 

UtO 00 ~ ............. 
 :.. 
~15928 
 6,07613 ... 
~ 

243 H 1,92762 .... 
t>l3,450 87
7265 
 \Il47603 
 9,a09 73 


a,on &~9t 65 

50;; 3,560 66 


6,051 IS 2,69727 
1,527 71)3,25 
4,75:1 0'21,363 68 


10,888 58
J,6.52 ~1 
44,56G 42 
19,787 lit 
53,080 12 
29,72600 

....s;oiil·s:i315 11 

4,5(;389 I-',3,9:12 (13

2,:H43.,) 13,963 51 H'>­
39~ 97 
 3,428 06 I-' 



TABLE 19-(Gontinued}. ...... 
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lIoward Colored Orphan Asylum. Brook. 
$2,41550Iyn ........................................ 
 $.'\9539 $1,400 54 
 $1,55979 $1,27665 $300 41 
 $7,54828 

29~ 89 
 600 00 10,627 96
Howard Mission. New York............... 
 11,520 86
"7;ilio'2fj .. '$987'7551 00 71 96 
 $3,40782Hudson Orphan and Relief Association ... 25969 
 3,660 01 15,62849
Inuustrial :School oj' tho Sisters of Mercy. 

600 00Rochester ................................ 
 5,500005,000 00 I
.. • ..is·S7 97962 
 703 42 
 51 10 
 361 77 
 214 07 18742
Inglesluc Home. lluffalo ................ ")f 
 9110 87 3,48614.

Institution for the Improved Instruction 0 


Deaf·Mutes, New york................... 
 12,468 82 
 2,230 00 1,670 00 2,047 5!1,426 04 $14,78178 1,773 83 
 36,39801
Institution Of Mercy (East Houston street). 

2,154 20
Now YOl·k ............................... 
 23282 
 14,312 16 
 3,274 78 
 4,12884 24,102 80 

Institution of Mercy (Eighty.first street). 


New York ......................... : ...... 
 1,000 00 1,416 50
107 87 
 47,99~ 94 
 51,281 67
75836 

400 00 OJ266Isaac T. Hopper llome. New york ........ 
 2,511 26
1,121 32 
 3,815 19 
 8,780 fa 

Jefferson County Orphan Asylum. Water. 
2,71285 24222
town .... 1,000 00 1,384 68 
 01,50 5,401 16


Ladies' Benc'~~ie~t' ii~~iciy: s~heiiccin~iy: .......... 
 ............. 

Lauies' Deborah Nursery nnd ChUu's Pro· 

tectortj NC\v york ...................... .... ........ 

Ladies' nion Aill Society (Methodist Epis·

copal Church Home). New york......... 10,695 00 4,909 091,000 00 1,746 81 
 59900 
 131 03 19,08093
LadIC'· Union Reliet' Association, New 

York .................................... 
 1,000 00 1,24.7 64
2,288 18 
 2,71000 7,24582
Leake and Watts Orphan Asylnm. New 

york ...................................... 
 ............. 

Le Couteulx St. Mary's Deaf and Durnil 

Asylum, Bu1l'alo .......................... 
 1l,234 00 1,499 00 7300 
 3,000 003932 
 13,739 18 
 1,07500 81,15950
l'Iladlson (;ounty Urphan Asylum. Peter· 

boro ..................................... 
 3,300 00 9500 
 3,!ID500....sio·oo....504'78 . 'i;973'32Magualen Benevolent Society, Now York. 2,62000 3,42357 9,4.11 67 

Mariners' Family A'ylum, Staten I~land .. 1, \!51 31 
 12500
5,1fa 91 
 630 40 
 7,15062 
Midn~ht lIIission, New york .............. 
.... z.ii; il,~3 .!iii'00;000'00 758 6tINew ork Catholic l'rotectory ............ 4z'is 7,18797 26,663 54 
 'iU2;fio6 '30 

41; 5Ol1 ~3New York Infant Asylum.................. 
 13,3!J2 47 
 3.936 93 
 11600 
 6~.[)55 23 

!H,4!!!! 7J "2;460'00New York Juvenile Asylum............... 0,19982 5.385 00 107,544 55 


New York Seamen's Association ......... , 
 :::::::::: I 
 .... ........ 
.20; 6-99 .45
'i2;624'OO ios;iJ9u':i-i "i;i56'G7Nursery and Child's Hospital, New York.. 6,818 98 
 "6;335'26.......... 
 153,63454 

t>:) 
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Old Gentlemen's Unsectarian Home, Now 
York, .......... , .. " .. " .. ,', ............ , 


Old Ladies' Home, ponghkeepsle.......... 

Onondaga. County Orp an Asylum, Sym· 


cnso....................................... 
,.. '6H'76Ontario Orphan Asylum, Canandaigua, .,. 

Orphlln Asylum Society, Brooklyn", .. ". 
 8,985 89 

Orphan Asr.lum Society, New YOI'k....... , 
 4H 00 
O~I!a!IS' I O1\1e and Asylum ot'the lIoly

rmlty Church, llrook1yn, E. D, '''''''' 64715 

Orphans' Home anti ASfilulll of tho Protes, 


10391
tant Epiticopal Chllrc I, Now york""., 

0TI~~':,~ ,~~~,~.~ .~~'. ,~~'..~~~::~:~. ~~I~I:~~: 177 52 

Orphan IIOl1dO pf tho Holy Sa\'lol1r, Coop, 


orsto\\'n" ......... , ...................... , 
 HS 99 

Oswego OrEhan AMylum" ................. 
 71098 

Peabody lome lor Aged Women, New 


York, ... " ......... , .. ' .................. , 

Poughkeepsie Orphan Honse and Home 


lor the ~·riendlc8s ........................ 
 1,91l 63 

Presbyterian Home; New York .. ", ....... 
 3,3:12 79 

Protestant EpiscopulChurch Homo, Roch, 


ester ..... " ............................... 
 56900 

Rochester Homo of Industry ............ , , 

Uochester Intlu.trial School, ••••.••• ,.". , 
 4S860 
Rochestol' or~han Asylulm".", •• ,",. ". 14212 

Itoman Catho ic Orphan ,isylum Society,


Brooklyn ........................ ' .... ", 

Roman Cathollo Orphan Asylum Society,


New york"" ..... , .. ,., .. , .............. 

Samaritan Home for Aged Men and 


Women, Now york....................... 
 1,273 15 

Sheltering Arms, New York, , , .. , ........ , 
 28035 

Sheltering Amls Nursery, p, E. Church, 


Brooklyn", .. ", ... , .. ,',., ............. , 
 1\ 45 

Shelter 101' Babies, Now york ............ , 
 34815 

Sholter for HcsJlectablo Girls, New York .. 
 986 U5 
Sisters of tho Ontor of St, Dominick (Asy,

lum), New York, ............ , ........... , 800 00 
Society for tho Protection of Destitute 

Romnn Cntholic Children, Buffalo....... 5438 

Society for the Reliefof Destitute Chilllren 


of Seamen. Snug Harbor................. 

Society for the Relief of lIalf Orphan and 


1,239 42 

. Society for the Relief or Respectable Aged

Intligent Females, Brooklyn......... , .. , 
Southern Tier Orphllns' llome, Elmira,.,. 

Destitute Children, New York .... " ..... 

99323 

St. Barnabas' House, New York......... " 

St. Francis' A.'ylum, Buffalo ...... " ....... 
"i;951'OO 

""iil2'is 

........). 


11,014 57 

2,6.35 88 

6,774 (}~ 


7l<l 60 

2,45201 

600 00 

13000 

46926 


3,l1S 03 

10,000 00 

7,482 34 


'S;784':ii 
"2;238 '00 

:,:::::::: I..:::~?,~: 

.......... 1 

......... 

..,....... 


1,97800 

1,4st 58 I 

000 00 

.. "i~6'OO 

709 75 

42285 

833 27 


4,049 13 


15,361 06 

97.'100 
900 00 

0102 

1,000 00 

2,15786 

..5;482 '8:i 

458 57 

45730 


3,809 20 

.......... 


133 72 


2,22634 ; 

....~~~.~ I 


.. ..~~~.~ I 

27200 I 


6,316 63 


716101 

1,047 75 ! 


27380 : 


....~~.~~ I 


1,305 90 

3,MO 00 
60100 


10,728 40 

31031100
' , 

1,67~ 38 


3,200 44 


1,GOS 63 

524 


1,795 68 

30,581 50 


2,468 ga
43.',25 

1,00256 
2,5827d 

........ , 

22,911 81 i 45,583 32 


I

1,000 00 i 2,250 00 
2,4U7 25'" 1 10,939 9"2 

1,369 40 I 1,880 88 

39720 

401 12 
 "2;143'00 

34200
62800 


2,!/'12354,8i5 75 


.. '''358'3:; 
 .. ':i;ooo'66 


"2;OiJ'Qi I "}.;300'92 

2,27070 

1,023 41 

2,6342J 


.2,58090 

6,888 36 


23771 


8750 

1,487 39 


2,199 53 

3,651 19 


8929 


.. "7~5'77 
49000 


9,317 92 


369611 

200 42 


1,200 00 

stOOO 

1,894 81 


19d 86 


I 


' '2;600'00 

, '5;000'00 

•••••••••• 1 


"i;77S'56 

7,497 36 


28,87900 


1\,~73 96 


60,412 86 


1,13228 

500 00 

3,838 21 


1,53719 
1,216 00 

41481 

2,954 94 


69548 

11344 


5,868 38 


3,050 68 

5,001 02 


75459 

2,76673 


37478 


8,764 12 


3,874 68 


403 20 


1,933 32 


4,091 :rr . . ~ .......... 

17,29384 

7,33318 


40,429 10 

62,339 La 


11,892 69 


73,331 94 


1,54701 

3,26222 

8,261 49 


............. 

8,31603 


45,128 11 


5;097 91 

7,~:lO 05 

4,13948 

11,aO~ 25 


...."........ 

99,050 49 


8,919 09 

24,914 96 


4,077 31 

3,512 OS 

3,905 55 


13,000 00 

18,01084 

............. 

11,014 87 


............. 

8,798 U ............. 


14,986 01 
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TABLE 19 - (Ooncluded). 

INSTITUTIONS. 

$27,6'l.3 21 
4,506 83 

14,UU6 62 

St. John tho Baptist Foun<lation, New York 
St. John's Femalo Orphan Asylum, Utica. 
St. JoseJ>h'~ Asylum, NcwYol'k ........•. 
St. Joseph's Asylum aull House of Provi· 

$261 17 
2,45390 

$2800 

":i;ijixi'27 $5'15 00 
2,787 50 

denco, S{:racuse ....•......••.•.••......•. 
St. Joseph s German Uoman Catholio Or· 

ph:lll Asylum, Rochester............... . 
Bt. J oseJlh's Home for the Aged, Now York 
St. Joseph's Institution for the Improved 

1,2iJO 00 
32.! 75 

7800 3,21847 
2,700 00 

1,'76 37 
IO,ll61 7v 

1,319 47 
4,339 76 

5.'\0 40 
9,6:;'; 71 

7,pm 31 
36,88292 

Instruction of DClII:Mute", Jo'ordham .... 
St. Joseph'sMale Orphan Asylum~llllll·nlo. 
St. Luko's Homo for Indigent \ihristian 

67,76947 
2:J4 00 

2G,1Y'8 O<J 
4,701 5J 

1,750 00 
102 25 

100 00 
I,UlJ4 23 

7,936 45 
45275 

43,6.')398 
7,25031 

Females, New York ..................... . 
St. Mary's BOYd' Ol'phu.n Asylum, nochos· 

5,28687 500 00 1,934 21 10,068 45 17,789 53 

ter ..................................... .. 
St. Mary's Catholic Orphan Asylum,lling. 

1,13433 4,401 63 235 00 1,76t 81 1,39321 8,988 98 

hamton.................................. . 
St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, CanaIl\laigna.
St. Mary'S Orpha1l Asylum, Dunkirk..... . 
St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Port Jervis.. . 
St. l'atrick's Jo'emalo Orphan Asylum, 

2;)0 76 

0300 

~j'2 G4 

800 00 

"i;~:lii'oo
oJ 00 

4cl50 24;; 2~ 
3,9~O 00 

8P300 

.. "iO;309'OO 
3,9i2 00 

Rochester .............................. .. 
St. l'atrick's Orphan Asylum, Newburgh.. 

l,wl 00 2,6l1 H lGG 91 7'; 00 7300 4,537 05 

St. l'ctcr's German Roman Catholic Asso· 
ciation, ROI"lout.. ....................... . 

St. Stephen's Orl,han Asylum, New York. 
St. Vincent de 'aul's Industrial School, 

1,620 
1,tOl] 011 

2J 20 
0,810 00 

2,0 1i0 
400 00 

4G990 
9,912 57 

New york ............................... . 
St. Vincent <10 Paul's Orphan Asylum, New 

york..................................... . 
St. Vincent de Paul's Orphan Asylum, 

266l 50000 2, 912 ~5 5, G15 70 1,119 41 10,234 01 

Syracuso............................... .. 
St. Vincent·s Jo'emale Orphan Asylum, 

4,G:l307 fr-O 20 773 41 4,]75 12 11,995 00 

Albany .................................. . 
St. Vincent·s Female Orphan Asylum,

Buffalo........":.......................... . 
St. VIncent·s }'emale OOlhlluAsylum,Troy 

51279 

274 58 
27269 

10,on 61 

3,709 8'; 
3,876 69 

1,7SS 00 
6,283 52 

10200 
/

573 50 
221,00 

7247 

1,726 59 
236 25 

14000 

17 ]9 

6000 

2,376 64 
3,57571 

11,014 90 

10,466 35 
14,4G4 86 



St. VIncent's Homo for Boys, Brooklyn ••• 
St. Vincent's Hollle for Boys, New York .. 
St. Vincent's Infant Orphan Asylum, Buf· 

talo ............. · ........................ 
St. Vincent's lIralc Orphan Asylum, Albany
St. Vincent·s l\lale or1"lan Asylum, Utica. 
Susquehanna Valley lome, Binghamton.. 
~acuse Home Association ............... 

omEorary lIome for l!'riendless Women 
an Children, Brooklyn................. 

I-'Thomas' As:ylum lor Orp,!an and Destitute o Indian ChIldren, VersaIlles .............. 
Troy Catholic l\lale Orphan As,ilum....... 
Troy Orl'han Asylum ...................... 
Truant lome. Brooklyn................... 
Union Home and School for the Education 

of the Children of 0111' Volunteers, Now 
york ...................................... 

Utica Orphan Asylum...................... 
Wartburg Orphans' Farm School, Mt. 

Vernon ................................... 
Western Now York Institution for Deaf· 

l\lutes, Rochester......................... 
Wilson Industrial School for GirlS, Now 

york...................................... 

Total ................................... 


. 

3,153 GO.......... ,.......... 
 'i3;785'is "2;583'08.................... 
 1,200.00 

1,11~2 44
309 86 
 .......... 
 3,622 81 
 10723
2,06391 
8,414 3.'i 11671 
 3.'iO 47
3:l5 8~ .......... 

3,334 63 
 8180
"i:080'OO 13,915 62 
 374O.. ··i;ii '60 .. "7.jiJ·53 "2;472'645,525 80
10190
1,262 09 

3,37019 355111
23! sa 23650 


100
506 80 
 7,862 39 
 "6:270'50 "8;928'62 "8;524"298 15 
 72500 
 "2;433'451,032 73 
 3,278551,763 89 
 3,86914 8,49l ~7 

22,731657,OM 87 
 ....SOO·922,3560B 'iO;OO7'37206 00 34. 2G 

lS 61 


13,4215lS 2l1O 007,01000 

15.44970 ti215 008694. 
---' 

$163,906195256,135 50 
 5155,01023 $312,380 09 1,05G,5GO 72 
 $1\l~,727 O't i~~606~2 !l7 

"2;100'00 


";;;400'00 


25227 

. 
3,43'2 40 


119 18 


.... i31'3.1 
45884 


1,493 55 


1,729 27 

4,478 47 

1,070 68 


CS7 15 

11 4\1 

5,341 32 


70500 


$35,007 73 15674,811 00 

3,405 S7 

20,268 21 


11,088 lIS 

0,35655 

3,365 93 


10,200 3S 

17,6"..8 90 


~,6S9 75 


10,099 46 

23,941 03 

16,942 51 


............ 


80,469 67 

H,O'Zf) 611 


5,35993 

20,681511 

6,71661 

$3, :173, 192 35 


http:1,200.00


------------------------

TABLE 20. 

Showing the ~penditures 01 Mphan asylums and lwmes 1M the lriendless 1M the year ending September 30, 1878. 


INSTITUTIONS. 

--------------1--­ ------1----
Alban! Guardian Society'and Home for 

the I!riendless .•••••..• : ........................................................................................................................................ .. 

Albany Orphan Asylum ...................................... 
$3,44371 $7,237 85 $2,995 62 $1,089 75 $16927 $805 71 $2,685 79 $3,000 00 $600 34 $22,028 04 
American J.'emale Guardian Society and 

llome for the Friendless, New York... $8,000 00 9,81298 9,65731l 614 62 1,808 20 17635 49394 1,06718 .......... 41,348 64 
 72,9i93O 
Association for Befriending Children and 

Young Girls, New York ................ $1,587 75 
 1,900 00 285 36 3,736 12 1,26112 44920 14682 75509 U6 02 .......... 1,16989
 11,4378T 
Association for the Benefit of Colored 

Orphans, New York .................... .......... 
.......... 
 5,843 59 8,13386 2,48244 1,799 92 462 4.6 67828 .......... 10,023 9i 4,554 56,1 33,97905 
Association for the RelicI' of Respectable . 

Aged and Indigent Females, New York. 4,1734.5 .......... 
 2,284.00 6,90'..116 1,72l68 .......... 
 36875 79199 .......... 37,0000012,02707 65,27210 
Asylum of Our Lady of Ucfuge, Butralo.. 371 S8 191 83 3,474 42 794 76 462 08 240 81 387 71 5,419 35 468 8'i 11,811 69 
~~E~~l ~o~~J~M~? tci~'!'l ~\es':o~~il'ori .......... 
 ~,373 58 9,25003 200 00 1,61632 67427.......... 
.......... 5,000 00 23200 20,346 20 

and il:ome for Destitnte Children...... 6,313 76 7,574 48 .......... 2,35399 37598 
.......... 2,969 19 
.. ........ ......... 2;769 50 22,35690 
Brooklyn Industrial School Association,

Enstern District.................. ....... 53724 
 1,921 81 8,341 40 787 99 25685 17538 802 69 19,77556.. ........ 40193 28,000 85 

Brooklyn Nursery...... .................. 1,512 46.. ........ 
 567 30 2,131 02 259 52 361 88 221 0'2 239 86 .. ........ 666 32 298 081 

6,25746 

Butralo Orphan Asylum.................. 
 .......... 
 1,62818 ..... ..... 12,000 00 .......... 4,9l3 16 18,566 34 
Cayuga Asylum for Destituto Children, 
C~~~~N~W.YO,~k.iiistii~iion.fo~.ii~~f .......... .......... 
 1,454 ~ .......... 2,29274 44708 
.......... .......... .......... .......... 447 ~31

1 
4.642 00 


lIIutes, Rome..... ..... .................. .......... 
 9,4,5128 8,372 ~2 1,16905 2,37052. ......... .......... 1,46105. ......... 7,32352 30,14784 
Chapin Home for the Aged and Infirm, .. 

New york................ ........ ....... .......... 
 1,99500 3,2li6 9'2 .......... 77835 
 687 98.......... 58755 15,03627 92748 23,24955 
Chnrity Foundntion <If the Protestant 

I<;plscofml 9hurch, Buffnlo ............. 80967 1,667 52 
.......... .... ...... ........... ........ 
..... ..... 881 22 .......... ......... 4,890 981 7,249 39 

Children 8 Alii Society, Brooklyn. ....... .......... 
 .......... ......... 
................................................. .. ......... . 

Children's Aid Society, New york....... 
 12,75060 42,84999 164,428 1i9,

1 
220,02918

Children's Fold, New York.. ............. ... ....... 057 01 1,03000 3,058 03 511 89 150 34 59 34 .......... .......... ..... ..... 1,866 771 7,333 38 

Chiltlren's Friend Society, Albany....... 38146 
 1,44000 75868 211·53........... ......... 500 00 3,29157 
(;hurch Ch:u'ity ~'ountlntioll of Long

Island, B'·ookh'TI................. ....... 2,500 20 8,329 81 7,17833 26515 96980 8286 699 20 18,637 28 8,261 53 3,24636 45,17032
Colored Home, New york................ . ........ .......... 
.......... .......... 2,315 ill 10,390 6:; 20,IO~ OJ,1 _ 32,81370 

Conventot'theSistersofMcrcy,Brooklyn 8,91580 .......... 3,099 19 12,97898 3,935 25 59850 
 300 00 500 00 S,100 7I .......... 6,7!12 49, 45,2'2092 


http:2,284.00


Dtb~rJr'::';?:R~;~~~~~~.~~:.~~~~.l~.?~~~.~ ........................................................................................................................ .. 

Day Home, Troy..................... ... ................... 342 ~ 1,176 73 478 68 
 133 7i M 45 321 15 ......... . 
 779 84 180 54 8,484 01 
Evangelical J,utheran St. John's Orphan 

1,289 II ........ .. 
 1,697 ZI 
Excelsior Farm anll House or Industry . 

44951507 83Home, Buffalo...... ....... ............ 2,40300 23 46 1,474 55 1,00840 745 70 


for Boys, Rochester............................................................................................................................................. .. 

Female Christian Home, New york...... 700 00 .......... 1,12404 4,26'J 07 .......... 
 47725 403 99.. ........ .......... .. ........ 
 7800 7,05235 
Fi\'cl'ointsIIousoofInflustry, New York. 11,30398 .......... 10,243 VII 12,55400 .......... 6.5l35 25304 6322~ ................... 
 2,89192 3~,63151 
Fivo Points ;\[i"sion, New york..... ..... ........... ..... ..... 9,lJ'lO 00 2,54472 1,15998 31765 1488 6780", ......... .. ........ 
 1,9:;7 61 16,59~ 86 
Foundling Aoylum of tho Sisters of 

Chal'ity, NewYol'k ..................... 1,35000 11,000 00127,189 4230,406 8115,13109 
 4,17886 74263 1,27314 51,800 00 .......... 4,46200 247,534 54 
Free Home Jor Destitute Young Girls,

NewYork ................................................... 60000 .................................................. · .. · ............... · 4,03623 4,636 23 
German Roman Catholio Orphan Asylum,

Bull'alo.......... ............. .......... ',33200 1,500 00 1,400 00 2,115658 1,20177 40900 250 16 , 411 83 .................... , 862 0'2 13,323 56 
Hebrow Benevolent and Orphan Asylum

Society, NolV york ....................................... .. 3,139 99 . .... .. ... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... 69,036 56 72,li655 
Home /01' Aged and Infirm Heurews, 

New york................................................. .. 2,063 42 4,107 12 358 27 442 26 49 96 122 3~ .......... 1,605 26 4,85t 42 13,59308 
Home fortho Aged of the Littlo Sisters 01 

the Poor, AllJanr .................... .. 1,80500 ........................................................... . 200 ()(, .................. .. 300 00 2,305 00 
llome for the Age( of tho Little Sisters 0 

the Poor, Bl'Ooklyn.. .... .......... .... 1,1115 00 ................... 10,800 00 ......... . 12000 .................. .. 1,000 00 ......... . 2,87000 15,44500 
Home lor the Aged of the Little Sisters of 

the Poor, New York.. .................. 6,200 00. ......... .......... 1,699 00 .......... 1,051 00 200 00 24200 .................. .. 9,598 00 
Home for tho Aged of the Little Sisters of 

the Poor, Troy................................................................................................................................8·6·'·.. 3··]· .... 9·,·4·~.·1·;,6·

Hume fur Age,) Mell, Albany..... ....... . ......... . ......... 517 ~~ 5:;4 12.......... 79 r,r. 71350. ......... 2677.:; 7,000 ()II , ,,- " 


Home Jor the Blind, New york.......... 802 50 ..... ..... 1,000 00 2,495 00 ......... , 380 00 20 La ......... , .......... ... ....... 25 Ot 4,7,,2 /j(J 


H~~~ ~~~ C;~n~~ma~3r~tr~~~~I~~~gGil'i;; .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... . .. .. . .... .......... .......... .......... .......... . .................. .. 

New york..............................I.......... 461 62 804 00 I,U957 200 00 128 2( .......... 5179. ......... 1,500 00 1753 4,90275 

Home for the }-riel\(llessofNortllCrn Newl 
York, Platt.lmrgh ...................... 438 81. ......... 41700 611 71 17 30 3') 79 2700 14 19 25 50. ......... 9072 1,70504, 


Home lor the Friendless, Auhurn........ 70 00.......... 565 00 G:J3 51 .......... 303 OJ.......... 148 41 .......... ......... 147 81 1,~b7 76 

Home for tho }'riendlcss, Bull'alo................... ... ...... 555 70 745 68 8 10 40 55 29 05 39 2. ............ ........ 185 98 1,613 78 

Home for the Friendless, Lockport ..... '.. ........ .......... 558 76 1,560 00 338 H 152 5.5 .......... 234 3~ .......... .......... 67 01 2,912 13 

Home for the },'riendless, Newliurgh ..... '.......... .......... 1,00'~ 23 1,3,,797 18937 205 81 4978 148 15 .......... 500 00 12'~ 26 3,51557 

Homo for tho j,'ricn<1less, Rochester ..... '.......... .......... 1,18050 2,849 16 2657 541 25 200 lU 2.\.1 51 . ......... ......... 1,0'22 O~ 6,0~! 18 

lIomo for tile Friendless, Schenectady...1 4,000 00 .......... 3'\075 40:; 81 f>5 61 .. ........ 1981 50 O' 65 4], ......... 31 65 4,970 (9

llomo for the Homelcs•• Utica........... .......... .......... 1,131 60 I,M6 98 49 lU 572 W 311 31 248 07 .......... '......... 727 4~ 4,593 2~ 

Home for Old )\[en and Aged Conples,'


New York.. .... ....... ............... ..... ......... .......... 83887 2,01669.... ...... 44440 21281 ZH 01 .......... 2,(0875 2,13921 8,301 74 

Honse of tho Goor! Shepherd, BrOoklyn.. !14,039 07 1,500 00 1,318 50 1~,OU7 1:1 3,41085 2,399 50 1,263 23 171 33 3,035 08 .......... 5,~79 80 44,51! 49 

Houso of tho (,ioOfl Shcphcrd. Nc\\'York. 1,487 50. ......... 1,090 00 ZU,OiO 95 3,$9716 1,768 18 1!S662 3,3079" .......... , ......... 11,571 75 1i3,080 12 

nouse onlle Good Shepherd, Stony Point. .......... . ......... .......... .......... . ......... .......... .......... .......... ......... . ............................. .. 

House of the Good Shcpherll, Utica...... .......... 6 2~ 50800 1,22391 118 01 59~ Ii 73 OJ r9 3~ 3719:J ......... 2012 3,01569 

House of Im\ustrY. 1'0ul'(hkeepsio ........1 89 72. ......... 2,200 78. ......... .......... 3! 80. ......... 6:1 86 .......... ,......... 1,29501 3, f>9317 

lIouso of .Mercy, New york.............. .......... .......... 1,31350 6,41789 53611 1,200 15 34574 200 8~. ......... 1,000 00 1,0:379 12,10101 

House oC Shelter, Albany ................ '.. ........ .......... 500 00 1,550 96. ......... ,277 90. ......... .......... • ......... .......... 51301 2,841 87 




TABLE 20-(Continued). 

INSTITUTIONS. 

------------1--­--­--­---1----1------\----1--­
Howard Colored Orphan Asylum, Brook· 

Iyn ................ , •.....•.••. , •••• •• •• . $738 50 $50 00 $2,988 98 $2,897 01 
Howard Mission, New york.... .•..... ••. 1,~96 2.'\ 96270 3,;,9776 •••••.•••• 
Huuson Orphan and Relief Association.. .......... 2,000 00 1,671 11 2,981 85 
1nuustrinl School of theSislers of Mercy,

Rochester.......... ...... .......... .... 1,055 00 .......... .......... 3,400 00 
Ingleside Home, Buffalo.................. .......... 300 15 810 00 1,409 19 
Institution for tho Improved Instruction 

of Deaf Mutes, New York.................................. 10,078 17 6,526 60 

$166 49 
1,5&7 30 
1,432 18 

800 00 
20714 

94097 
Institution of Mercy lEast Houston st.),

New York............................. . 52000 5,08189 I,M! 05 8,14502 1,41599 

$~ '[8 7~ $49 00 
358 35 .......... 
205 O~ 8128 

$67 5t • .. .. .... .. ........ $756 91 
11301.......... .......... 3,147 Sa 
160 58 . .. •.. . ... 52,965 00 2,535 37 

400 00 
81 99 

150 00 ............................ .. 31000 
4224261737165 .................. .. 

77654 880 11 951 62 ..... •.. .. 3,256 89 8,664 20 

1,28245 485 36 .......... .......... 6,286 73 
Institution of Mercy (Eighty·first st.), 

New York............................. .. 3,000 00 9,460 00 1,69300 9,622 97 4,41010 3,144 29 81806 
26195 

43927 $4,832 00 8,891 17 5,23681
Isaac T. Hopper Home, New York ...... . 1,227 50 .......... 7U 00 3,359 02 156 79 9750 458 14 .......... ......... 3,061 83 

$7,393 13 
11,313 20 
U,032 39' 

5.61500 
3,414 17 

32,07510 

24,24633 

51,047 67 
9,39673 

Jefferson County Orphan Asylum, Water. 
town ...................... .............. .......... .......... 1,007 69 1,05988 21243 29565 126 39 UO 80 1758.......... 15 05 2,~ili 47 

Ladies' Benevolent Society, Schenectady. . ......... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... ......... . ................... .. 
Ladies' Deborah Nur"ery and Child's Pro· 

tectory, Now york .......................................... '" .................................................................................................. . 
J.auies' Union Aid Society (1I1ethodist 

Episcopal Church Home), New York.. .. ................... 1,699 60 7,605 65. ......... 758 00 88135 16905.......... 7,000 00 1,53290 19,14645 
Ladies' Union Relief Association, New 

york ........................................................ '" ....... 4,899 08 .. ........ .......... •......... •• ........ .. ........ .. ........ 2,184 40 
Leake and Watts' Orphan Asylum, New 

york ............................................................................................................................................................ .. 

7,083 48 

Le Couteulx St 1I1ary's Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum, Buffal.>. ................ ....... 1,61700 6,200 00 6,40800 8,75000 1,83100 

Mathson County Orphan Asylum, Peter· 
bol'O ........................ ............. . ......... ......... 70250 1,71362 18465 37081 6966 7635 3400.......... 12241 3,27400 

:Magdalen BenovolentSociety, NewYork. .......... 82191 1,48309 6,47090.......... .......... .......... 37033.......... .......... 311 16 9,45739 
Mariners' I<'amily Asylum, Staten Island. . ......... .......... 1,051 24 2,036 69 11 50 38067... ....... 195 19.. ........ .......... 69340 4,268 69 

~~~\9::;kl\2~fll"o~{cN:,~~t~gio~y::::::::::: 'i2;235'ili '5i;6SS'is '29;594'ili '9S;5ii'si 'i5;630'OS 'i:i;i;54'20 "4;096'87 "6;459'60 '42;49i'37 :::::::::. 'ii;i7i'95 "295;564'9~
Ne,," York Infant Asylum ................ 8,00000.......... 2,10000 24,210 711 42078 2,43628 677 07 99055........... ......... 2.71i 4!l 41,54987 
New York Juvenile Asylum................................... 21,39362 44,01867 8,267 49 3,49950 S65 30 44820 3,82062.......... 8,a51 41 90,664 71 
New York Seamen's Aesociation ............................................................................................................................... . 

827 00 1,209 00 311 00 3,796 60 ......... . 67200 30.62160 

NUl'seryanuChild'slIospltal, New York..................... 12,87379 41,61295 7,758 23 6,86313 3,28916 4,87115 7,30651 25,26250 27,2491" 1;)6,080 iii 



01<1 G<lntlemcn's Unscctarlan Home. Now 
york..................................... .......... 42521 1,43692 68068.......... 158 60 88200.......... ..... ..... . ..... ••.• 1,564 IS 5,14759 


01<\ Ladies' Home. Poughkeepsie........ .......... ......... .. ................................................................................................. .. 

Onondaga County Orphan Asylum. Sym· . 

euso.. ................................... .......... .... ...... 3,60210 fi,888 87 1,73351 63301 48011 8!ll 6~ 1,00000.......... 658 19 14,85744 

Ontario Orphan Asylum. Calland:ligua.. . ........ .......... I,V7a 01 1,631 16 368 45 49968.......... 483 81 277 74 1,50000 301 57 7,0;1" 35 

Orphan Asylum Society. Bl'OoklYIl........................ "I 5,261 19 10,090 fO 2,08925 2,054 88 534 66 1,30344... ....... 7,000011 3,461 3! 31,8U704

Orphan Aylum Society, New york...... . ......... a, 000 00 ...................................................................... 29,10300 28,9H 00, 61,04700 


O~~l~rt~ &:):rgl~nn~~~~A~~~~~' gl.~.~~~): .......... .......... .......... ......... .......... .......... .......... 83974 .......... 8,216 to 2,621 ~5 11,2073t1 

Orphans' Home and Asylum of the Prot· 

estant E)tiscopal Church, New York ...................... . 1,810 12 8,49795 1,1624' 32643 ........ .. 443 56 .......... 60,100 60 74640 73,11690 

0Tlb;~~ ..I~~~..~:..~:',.:.o.t.e.r:~..~~l.~:~~l: .................... 436 90 10775 ......... . 1281 1,2'29 40
429 53 119 83 12258 ................... . 
Orphnn House of the Holy Saviour, Coop· 

erstown.,. ............................... .......... .......... W:' 19 1,329 03 242 '26 267 62 85 18 ....... ... ......... .......... 456 12, 3,OiO 40 

Oswego Ol'l'han Asylum.... .............. . ......... ......... 1,517 V2 1,05966 321-72 31090 462;1 2131 1,84599.......... 5292; 
 6,212 94 
Peabody J omo 1'01' Aged Women, New ' 
. York ...... , ........................................................................................................................................................ 
Poughkcc~)~ie O"pllau House and Home 

for tho l' rtcndlc"~....................... .......... ....... ... 1,5!l5 10 2,791 43 357 83 2C>6 10 30384 340 19.......... 1,000 00 263 49 
 6,9'2098 
Presbytcrian Home, No\v york.... .... .......... ........... 3,0:,7 00 3,680 IJ:l ......... . 4199J 17614 836 96 ..... .. ... 30,951 50 76266 59,884 22 
Protcstunt Episeopal Church Home, Hoeh· 

ester .... ' .............................................. ... 7~9 58 1,369 00 41809 41800 297 01 6S fin.......... 60000 257 (;8 4,15798 
Rochester 1I0mo of 111(lustry.. ........... 2,961 00 2,00:356 225 00 1,[)()6 23 40698 309 00 14!J 63 15000 ................... . 1286.5 i,8~O U5 
Rochester Illllu;tl'inl School. ........................... '"... 741.10 1,:17260 212 JD 38070 243 lI8 100 00 ........ " ........ . 49514 a,GH ill 
Rochester Orphnn Asylum................ .......... 1,541 00 2,429 44 3,312 91 63609 91391 S:l:J 97 439 86 600 00 ........ .. 813 5! 1l,()'~O 76 
Roman Calhollc Orphnn Asylum Society,

BrooklIn ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

Roman Cathollc Orphan Asylum Society,

Xew York ....... ............ ........... 3,440 O~ 11,80673 1I,618 DO 43,535 0'; 2,780 6G 3,70526 1,32741.......... 5,93831 .......... 11,27570 
 95,427 O~ 
Samaritan Home for Agell Men nnd 

'Vomcll, New YO"k ........... .......... 2,39325. ......... 1,Om 04 3,654 39.......... 4(;989 231 22 24!l 21 .................. .. 2777f S,~7~ 77 
Shl'1lcrinJ; .\1'108, New York. ....... ..... .......... . ......... 3,230 ~8 6, 758 7~ 90!) UO 781 H 391 40 477 9U 5,398 71 2,000 00 4,210 46 21,:.:59 00 
Sheltel'ill" Arln3 Nursery, Protestant 


El'iscopal Church, Brooklyn .................... ' .......... 6:12 00 1,592 51 3"~ 45 217 8011 101 33 14 45 ................... . 1,453 98 
 4,oa 55 
She tel' for Bahies, New york........ .... .......... . ......... 42090 1,10781..... ..... 2266j 11793 11983 .................. . 1,150 2.­ 3.1:346 

28 035 221 15 .................. .. 1,495 49 3,O;!3 O~Shelter for UcspectnlJle Gil'ls, Ncw York, .......... .......... .......... OB,; m ......... 4360 0'" ....00..0..0.0.

Sisters of the Order St Dominick IAoy· 

12,680 00 
Society lor the Protection of Destitute 

Uoman Catholic Children. IIl/tralo ..... 2,360 00 1,601 25 4,316 5° 4,8.36 ~5 916 30 532 20 86! 1~ 3.i5 50 53! 00 960 001 601 18 

lum), Xew York. ....................... 720 OJ.......... .......... 6,000 00 2,200 00 30000 .................. .. 2,400 00 


17,930 90 
Society 1'01' the HelieI' of Dc,tituto Chil· 

dren of Scanlon, Snug lIhrhor......................... 1 .........0 ••••••••••••• 'I' ..... ,... .......... .......... .......... .......... .......... ...... 
 ,........... 

Societ)' lor the relief of Halt'Ot'J1han ntHI 


Destitute Chill\l'cn, New Ytlrk... ....... .......... .......... 5,04~ 7.; 10,002 17 2,33681 93725 1,596 38: 1,75600............ ........ 375 00 
 22,100 39 
Society Ii,,· the HelieI'M Hespe"table Aged I' I

Indigent ~'Clnalc8, BI'ookl\'Il ................•.••....... .. ..... ,., ..... ...... .••.........•.......•..•........ , .......•........... 0...... . ........ 
 . .......... . 

Southern TicI' Ol'pha"s' 1I0ine, Elmira .... ,' .•... ' 2,470 Gil 1,5i7 21 1,4W 80 228;P 31200 6.'> 41> 05 42 1,5n6 81 .......... 73U N 
 8,514 93 
~t. Barnah"s' lIot"e, Nc\~' 1'OI·k............................. 1............................................................................................... .. 
::it. ~'ranc..· Asylum, Bunalo............. .......... ~,318 O~I.......... 5,310 24 61941 l,li753 400 OIl, 210 OU I,Un 8.i 300 00 1,30249 13,759 57 



TABLE 20-(Ooncluded) . 

~ E.S ~ ~D • <0 ~ b -g . m 
,§{i-a ~~~ tIl~ ~oo f"~ Jot ~!S Q 
Q,)Q:: c·_ ...... ~ ....~.~ til "d ;§..Q t­ .~§3 i 
:§]~ ';:~,.;' .~ ~ ~ ~-a ~ § ~ ~~ a;1 .= § "4 
-_~ ~,.. _.r.....:l ~~ _ ~_~ as:! -'C; '0> ~ 

"C NO
::""'; =~~ =I-oej ~g 0 -­ ~= ~P04 go .~.s ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ 0 CIJ g­ _ c e.::.o O'J ~ 0 ;E a ~ 

l-I::;..':-J.4 "'0.8'0 oJ..re(~ o,..-g 's.. 0"'­ ~'C= ,.. '"'0" ...
~"E..:l r.-.. ",0 ... 0" r.." ~ r.. ~~::; ri: r..'=: ~ 

L~STITUTIONS. 

-s"t.-J-O-h-n-th-e-n-a-p-t-is-t-F-o-U-n-tl-a-l.-·o-n-,-N-e-w+---I---- --- ­ --- ­ --- ­ --- ­ --- ­ --- ­ --- ­ --- ­

York. ................................... $700 00 ..................................................................... $2"2,3.11 56 ......... . $5,65647 $28,68803
St. John's Female Orphan Asylum, Utica, . ......... .......... StU 00 $2,229 39 $410 90 $275 02 $244 1>2 $377 87 256 37 ......... . 196 55 4,414 72 
St. Joseph's Asylum, Xcw york.......... . ......... . ......... 1,183 00 6,820 85 745 41 16929 jl 00 1,188 73 .................. .. 
St. Joseph's Asylum an<llIousc of' Provi· 

dence, S)'raeU3c ..................... ..............•••...... ........ 0. ••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• to •••••••••••••• t., •• o •

StJoscph'. German Roman Cutholic Or. . 

1,966 46 

•••••••••••••••••• 0 

12,145 40 

••• 

phanAsylum,Hochc8tel' ............... 2,38228 .......... 38000 .................... 16925 .......... 41991 .................... 
St. Joseph's Home for the Agoll, New 

3,75912 7,11056 

York ....... ................ . .......... ..... ..... ... ...... 1,3;l2 30 21,17443 1,11222 1,434 45 
St. Joseph's Institution for the Improved 

84846 491 65 4,477 82 .......... 6,021 59 36,S8l92 

InstructlOll 01" Deaf Mutes, }>'or<1ham... 9,886 50 $12,597 27 658 38 7,150 72 2,763 48 708 90 2,972 54 1,9~7 27 1,017 75 ........ .. 2,55583 42,~63 64 
St. J osepll's ;I[ale Orphan Asylum, llulra!o 51357 104 00 720 00 4,122 00 572 00 462 00 2~2 0tJ 138 60 lU 10 ........ .. 14300 7,19127
St. Luke's Homo fur Inuigent (;hristiun

Fcnlalcs. Nc,v York .... o ••••••••••••••• 

St. Mary's nuys' Orphan Asylum, Hoch· 
11,200 00 ........ .. 1,67226 ........................... .. 2"2092 ............................ .. 9,475 73 12,56891 

ester............. .... ........ ........... 1,16000 ......... . 8M 00 3,841 00 92738 67500 20000 27510.. ........ .......... 
St. Mary's Catholic Orplum Asylnm, 

1,160 50 8,98898 

• 

ninghamton................ ............. . ......... . ......... 377 0., 2,200 00 1,10100 27 00 50900. ......... .......... .......... 
 1600 4,23000 
Rt.lI[ary'sO,·ph'\n·Asylum, Canantlaigua.......................................................................................................................... . 
St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Dunkil·k.. ... .......... .......... .......... 825 50 65 00 2Z5 15 25 OU ....... _" 7,356 00.......... 375 40 8,M72 M 
St. Mary's O"pllan A"ylulIl, Port Jerris.. .......... .......... 300 00 ],615 00 637 00 300 00 220 00 150 00 850 00. ......... 38 00 .,010 00 
St. Patrick's },'emale Orphan Asylum, 

Rochester............................... .......... .......... 1,050 00 1,890 23 475 00 673 75 37 00 7500 120 00.. ........ 366 07 .,587 03 
St. I'utrick's Orphan Asylum, Newburgh........................................................................................... ' ............................. .. 
St. Poter'. German Homan Catholic Asso­

ciation, Rondout........................ .......... .......... .......... 175 00 .......... .. ........ .......... .......... .......... .......... 53 75 228 7a 
St. Stephcn'.Orphan Asylum, New York. 23,64000.......... 15000 7,85000 8;;000 75000 250 00........... .......... ......... 50 00 83,44000
St. Vincent tie Paul's Industrial School, 

Nc\'ll..ork ........................................................................................................................................................ . 

St Vincent tie I'aul's Orphan Asylum,

New York.. .............. .............. 3,258 00 .......... 1,491 66 ......... . ........ . 70846 .................. .. 266 59 ........ .. 4,391 26 10,111197
St. Vincent tie Paul's Orphan Asylnm,

Syracuse .............................. . 840 00 7,863 8! 1,030 00 4,684 34 1,622 55 1,132 48 18827 67012 35000 ........ .. 97183 19,353 41 
St. Vincent·s }'emalo Orphan Asylum, 

Albl1llY................................ . 1,017 501 1,000 00 7769 5,88! 77 1,158 15 46975 7775 6643 455 45 ......... . 21547 10,42296 



• ••••••••• 

10,001 S5Stnu~{~I~~~~:~.~~~~~?.~::.~~;:.~~:.I~~: 1,1300014,87819 974. 05 47207 609 68 1050211.......... 31395 
..........1......... · 
 1,5:899\
St. Vincent's Female Orphan Asylum, 

966 18 13,799 99 
St. Vincent·s Homo for Boys, Bl'ooklJn.. MO 00, 63050 780 50 J,OW 61 12042 70 11 13i 50 20365

Troy.. .................................. SSO 00 2,92650 691 24 5,418 12 1,00331 150 80 132 77 55379 
 1,07728 ........ .. 


3,58725 
St. Vincent's lImno for Boys, New l' ork. 280 (JO' 36 00 1,500 00 12,3;4 17 1,525 00 693 50 525 53 ......... 

9796................... . 

20,25841 

8t. Vincent's Infant Orphan Asylum, 
2,]8l 871,139 34)1 ........ .. 


1l,OSS Iii 
St. Vincent's Malo Orphan Asylum, 

1,186 59Buffalo.. ...... . ............ ............ .......... .......... 69861 3,28471 247 19 144 25 109 33 20985 
 5,20762 ......... . 


9,009 U 
St. Vincent's !lrale Orphan Asylum, Utica.................................................................................................... . 

1,00'274A.lhany .......... ....................... .. ........ .......... 80326 4,31972 1,281 02 439 15 200 35 000 00 
 30'2 90 " ........ 
3,045003,04500

1 10,c6:) 43 
:>yracn80 Home Association.. ............ 660 00.......... 1,217 65 2,~10 07 ..... ..... 23187 8796 7904 

69328Susquehanna Vnlley Home, Billglullnton........... .......... 2,406 01 2,47308 741 19 30916 565 32 9651 
 2,984 881" ..... . 
8,17489 

Tem'JOrary lIomo for }<'riendless Women 
45980262110 $3,000 00 

4,57085 
Thomas' Asylnm for Orphan and Desti· 

tute In(lian Chiltll'cn, Versailles........ .......... .......... 2,8100'2 2,91003 1,33271 23230 136 M 23845 

44696and Chilill'cn, Brooklyn................. .......... .......... 977 00 2,362 28 12 93 235 60 111 23 433 85 
......... , ....... .. 


9,163 98 90251671 36 ........ ..
1 22,lJ21 12 
TroyOrphnn Asylum..................... .......... .......... 2,856 2" 7,47845 I,W126 1,03228 11824 1,527 35 

2,05!) 32Troy Catholic Malo Orphan Asylum...... 71 11 4,3I~ 67 1,5~6 60 8,789 42 2,829 80 694 M 672 27 .... ..... 1,963 39 ........ .. 

15,35225 

Truant Homll, Brooklyn.................. .......... .......... .................. . ................................................................................ . 
Union Homo and School for the Educa· 

838 42.................. .. 


tion of the Children of our Volunteers,
NelV york.......... ............ ......... 8,150 00 .......... Ci,32446 6,1734,1 1,626 69 42745 .......... 
 26,281 46 

Utica Orphan Asylum ........ ...... ...... .......... .......... 2,205 60 4,739 -lU ts42 81 902 60 M 59 
4:6 09 . ......... 
 5,538 06 3,626 30 

lO,9UH 97 
"-artburg Orphans' Farm 'School, Mt. • 

346 06 .......... 
 1,519 23 299 53 

5,33938 
Western New York Institution for Deaf 

Vernon .. 0 ••••••••••••••••• "0 eO •••••••••••••••••••••••• ,0' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• 0. 5,339 38 

lIIutes, Hoche?ter ................................. 10,92608 8,784 76 11,26795 8".3 93 1,0113 2:l 2,49781.. ........ 
 6,81532.......... 
 1,108 15 37,27723 
W'llson lUllustnal School for Girls, Now 

York ............. ............ ........... .......... .• ........ 4,]00 81 1,265 22 331 07 30t 111 ......... . 458 13. ......... 
.... ..... 371 21 6,88719 
. ---------1---

TotaL ................................. 16'2,986 OOil~'784 17418,84315777,463 42 139,951 4iI96,w:l 51 41,73r 80 56,647 06311,282 6330~,E6G 29 622,643 913,144,857 04 
I 1 I. . . 



TABLE 21. 
Showing the number of persons supported in the orphan asylums and homes for the friendless, and the changes during the year 

ending September 30, 1878. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Albany Guardian Society and Home for the Fl'iendless .. 
Albany Orphan Asy!um................................. .. 
American }'emaio Guardian Society ilnd Home for the 

}'l'icndlcss, New york ................................. . 
Association tor lIefriending Chll,!l'en and Young Girls. 

New york.............................................. .. 
Association for the Denellt ofCoiored Orphans, New York. 
Association for the I{cliof of ltcspectablo Aged In'iigent

],'omnle8, Ncw york .................................... .. 
Asylum of Our Lady of Uofuge, Duffalo................. .. 
Baptist llome for the Aged. New york ................... . 
Brooklyn IndIlstrial School Association and Homo for 

Destitute Children ...................................... . 
Brooklyn Industrial School Association, Eastorn District 
Brooklyn Nursery......................................... . 
!lull'alo Orphan Asylum................................... . 
Cayuga Asylum for Destitute Children, Auburn ........ .. 
Centl'lll New York Institutiou for Dcal'·;\[ulcs. Rome ... .. 
Chnpin Home for the Aged lind Inllrm, New york ....... , 
t:lJal'lty l"uundation of tho I'l'Olestant Episcopal Church, 

BulJ'alo................................................... . 

ClJildl'cn's Aid Socioty. Brooklyn ....................... .. 


'''230 
126 

83 
296 

6.'\ 
105 
9~ 

130 
78 
41 
77 

167 
105 

41 

53 

6 
72 
7 

128 
201 
173 

76 
46 
51 
10 

27 

71 
177 15 3 2 82 
99 

258 
279 

2 
1 

3 96 
130 

2 3 "ii 
214 4 145 
153 43 17 6 1 3 
213 61 2 62 
136 4 2 1 
51 2 

80 10 

4 
4 
3 

1 
S 

19 

1 

1 

3 

56 " 
3 

lOS 
152 
168 

l~g 
7 
3 

III 

5 

'i 
11 

67 
78 
91 

10 

15 

\I 

"87 
'1 

75 
77 
17 
64 
20 
73 

32 

43 

64 
50 

,14 
19 
6i 
06 

20 

67 
121 
96 

150 
127 

46 
83 
87 

129 
48 

119 



Children's Aid Society, New york......................... 

Childron's Fold, New york................................. 
 72 

Children's Friend Society, Albany......................... 

Church Charity FoundatIOn of Long Island, Drooklyn..• 
 121 

Colored Home, New York ................................. 
 21~ 

288 

Davenport Institution for Ifemale Orphan Children, Dath. 

Convent of tho Sisters of lIIorcy, nrooklyn ................ 


fl~KnIIgn~';;l I~1b~~;;.i 'si: j.'~I;j,:·S·O~l;il~.i 'ii~;';'e; 'B~'ff~io:: 97 

Excef"ior F'.'r'!1 and House ofJOIlustry for noys, Rochesterl 

Female Clmstl!ln Home, New york ....................... 

~'ive Points House of Industry, New York................ 
 295 

Five I'oints Mission, ~ew york ............................ 
 81 

~'oundling Asylum of the Sisters of Chllrity, New York •• 
 1,62'2 
~'reo Homo for Destituto Young Girls. New york.......•• 11 

German Uoman Catholic Orphan AXlum, Duffalo ........ 
 100 

Hebrew Denevolent and Orphan sylum SocietY,New 


york...................................................... 
 290 

Homo for Aged and Infirm Hebrews, New york.......... 
 67 

Home for the Aged onhe Little Sisters urthe 1'001', Albany 97 

Home for the Aged of the Little Sisters of the 1'001', 


Brooklyn ................................................ 
 215 

Homo lor tho Aged of the Little Sisters of the Poor, New 


york ...................................................... 
 158 

lIome for the Aged of the Little Sistel's of the Poor, Troy.

lIome for Aged ~[cn, Albany .............................. 

Home for the Blind, ~ew york............................ 
 38 

Home for Christian Caro, Sing Sinli\' ....................... 
....iii
Home for Fallen ""'. j,'riolldluss GIrls, Now york ........ 
Homo for tho }'riendless of Northern ~ew York, Platts· 

burgh..................................................... 23 

Home for the Friendless, Auburn.......................... 
 }6 
Home for tho Friendless, Buffalo .......................... 
 3U 
110me 1'01' the Friendless, Lockport ........................ 
 31 

lIome for the Friendless, Newburgh ...................... 
 41 

Ilome fur the Friendless, RochestCl· ...................... 
 51 

Home for the Friendless, Schenectady .................... 
 10 

lIome for the Homele8s, Utica............................. 
 41 

Ilome for Old lIIen nnd Aged CO<lp!es, New york......... 
 20 

Houso of tho GOO(\ Shepher(l, Dl"Ooklyll ................... 
 290 

House of the Good Shephord, New york ................. 
 4~8 
11ouso of tho Gllod Shepherd, Stony l'oint................ 
....5:iHouso of the Good Shepherd. Ulica ...................... 

Houso of Industry, l'ouilhkcepslo ......................... 

House of JIlercy, New york ............................... 
 80 

House 01" Sheller, AIlJally............... : .................. 
 25 

HOIYlU"d Colored Orpllllu Asylum, Brooklyu............... 
 59 
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19 
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164 
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365 

83 
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41 
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33 

21 
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l~ .... 
36 
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5 


5 
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39 


974 
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33 


67 
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33 


45 


35 
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6 

:; 

230 

16 

30 

5 
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41 
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224 

298 


40 


62 

49 

16 
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59 
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30 

51 


100 


72 


10 

17 


15 


1 


38 
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70 
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20 
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37 


109 

36 
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~TABLE 21-(Oontinued ). 

0 DISCHAUGED.= ~ REMAINING OCTOBER 1,.1878.
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~ 

-0 
0 

Po1::" ::1 ::1'"o;a '"£l=~ "C~ ;a., '" .. ..~=,.Q ... ~Po B­.8= ......0 0Po'~.s ~ .: ~ '::l""....- ... 
'" '" A alE:, a... " ~ '"w 0 .: 3~'" .~"'".."'0 ~~ 0......'C .," " "'Ql 

" 
~3 0 ".s .:'­ -d '"a-a '3 I>.:3 :3~ <i 0" .S/0 I>. I>. ..... :E0d" 0= ~ '" ~ '":z;" ~E-I ~:-< <1l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E-I..." '" 0

I - ------ f----­------ -
~ - ~ 

95 100Howard !lission, New york .•.•.....•••••••••••••••••••••. 2 95 IiII 93 Ii"'i9417Hudson Orl'hnn and Relief Association................... 
 8 27.2 4 6 21 4677 73 
6Industrial School of the Sisters of Mercy, Rochester...... 43 8 88 27 3Ii37 '''250 80 "iiIngleside 1I0me, Buffalo ................................. '" 
 29 23 330 7 Ii M 26 

Institution for the Improved In8tructlon of Deaf·Mutes, 
New York ................................................ 
 13 117 2 1 49lot 3 65 114 

Institution of Mercy (Enst Houston street), New york•.•. 250 4GO 49 2210 14 10 169 42 1646 4 2M 206 
Institution of Mercy (Ei~tY·1Irst street), New york ..•... 487 1,070 2 160 15 3 1 69 'i50161 130 374683 4746 596 
Isaac T. Hopper 1I0me, ew York ....................... 
 4:19 4~9 3J60 9 22 M 329 4ill 43.. i 43 
Jc1l"orson Count~ Or~han Asylum, Watertown .".......... 
 30 76 151 2 2146 4 1 1 24 1 ' 7 23 52 
Ladies' llenevo ent 'ociety, SChenectad1>" ............... 
 .. 1Ladies' Deborllh Nursery and Child's rotectory, New 

york..................................................... 
Ladies' Union Aid Society (2Ilethodlst Episcopal Church 

Home), New york ........................................ 68 103 8095 6 11 97
Ladles' Union Relief Association, New york .............. 

Leake nnd Watts Orphnn Asylum, New York ............. 
 ......93Le Couteulx St. Mary's Deaf and Dumb Asylum, Bu1l'nlo. 332 125 3 61 51107 115
!lndison County Orphan Asylum, Peterboro .............. 
 47 29 1 976 10 3 111 371 30 46"5i;!Ing<lalen Benevolent Society, New york ................. 'isi20966 275 31 2 49 1 220 55
:lIIariners' J<'amily Asylum, Stnten Island................... 
 4'\39 4 Ii 326 11 32
Mi<lnight lIIission, New york............................... 

Now York Catholic Protectory............................. 
'2;239 'i;02i '35i '705'3;200 1;40912 655 19 25 11 1,16~76 2, II""97New York Infant A'Alum.................................. 
 261 99 90378 642 Ii 99 3Ii 356 2862 71i 140 
New York Juvenile sylum ............................... 
 128641],321 428 2 552 7611750 1i7l 5 1 
New York Seamen's Association........................... 
 .~ 

4 
(~~

S .. .. 855"·s.;iNursery and Child's IIospita.l, New York- ................. 
 'i;i7i '2;022 '6 'i;i67 320260524 12 4.75 138 9 266 

b>.. 

~ 
~ 
1:'1 

~ 
~ 
C 
~ 
""3 

~ 
~ 
t\i 



Old Gentlemen's Unsectnrlnn Homo, New york •.•.•• : ••. 

Old Ladies' llome, l'oughkcepsie.......................... 

Onondaga County Orphan Asylum, Syracuso............. 

Ontnrio Orphan Asylum, (Janllndlllgua.................... 

Orphnn Asylum Society, llrooklyn ........................ 

Orphan Aylum Society, New york ....................... 


0ll'J~~~~·y~~1!.e~~l.~ .~.S.~l.~~ .~~.t.~? ~~o~:.~~j.~i.t:. .~~.~~~I.': 
Orphans' Home and Asylum of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, New york ...................................... 
Orphans' lIome of St. Peter's Church, Alhnny ........... 
Orphan House of the Holy Saviour, CoollCrstown......... 
Oswego Orphan Asylum ........................... , .. , .... 
Peabody Home for Aged 'Vomen, Ne'V york ............. 
POUre1kco),Sie Orphan House nnd Home for tho Frlondless, 
}'ros ytel'lnn Home, Now York ............................ 
l'rotcstallt I~piscopal Church Home, Rochester ........... 
Rochester Home of Industry .............................. 
Rochester In\lustrtal School................................ 
Rochester Ol'yhan Asylum................................. 
Uoman Catllo ic Orphan Asylum Soclety, Ilrooklyn ...... 
Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum Society, New york ..... 
Samaritan Homo for A~ed l\Ien and. 'Vomen, New York.. 
Sheltering Arms, New "ork ............................... 
Sheltering Arms Nursery, Protestant Episcopal Church, 

llrooklyn ................................................. 
Shelter for Bauies, New york ............................. 
Shelter for Ilegpcctnhlo Girls, Now York.................. 
SI.tors of the Onler St. Dominick (Asylum), Now York •. 
Socioty for the l'rotection of Destitute }toman Catholic 

Children, Buffalo ......................................... 
Society for the Relief of Destitute Children of Seamen, 

Snug Haruor.............................................. 
Society for the Relief of Hnlt' Orphan lind Destituto Chilo 

dren, New york .......................................... 
Society for the Helier of Respectablo Aged Indigent Fe· 

males, Breoklyn.......................................... 
Southel'D 'l'ier Orphans' lIome, Elmira....••.••••••.•.••.. 
St. llnl'llnbas' House, New York ........................... 
St. :Frnncis' Asylum, ll11tlillo............................... 
St. John tho llnptist Foundation, New york .............. 
St. John's 1<'emalo orl]JlIIn Asylum, Utica ................. 
St. Joseph's Asylum, 'ew Yoi·k............................ 
St. Joseph's Asylum filHlllouse of Pl'oYldence, Syracuse,
St. ,Joseph's German Homan Catholic Orphan Asylum, 

Rochester .............................................. 

St. Joseph's Home for the Aged, New York ••.• ......... 
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INSTITUTIONS. 

DISCHARGED. REllAINING OCTOBER 1,1878. 

TABLE 21- (Ooncluded)•

• 

St. Joseph's Institution for tho Improved Instruction 0 
Deaf·Mutes, ~ordham ................................... . 

St. Joseph'sMale Orphan Asylum, Butralo ............... . 
St. Luke's Home for Indigent Christian Females, New 

york .................................................... . 
St. lIlary's Boys' Orphan Asylum, Rochester ............ . 
St. 1IIat·y·s Catholic Orphan Asylum, llinghamton ...... . 
St. lIlary's Orphan Asylum, Canandaigua.••.•.•.•••••.•.. 
St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, Dunkirk ..................... . 
St. ~lary's Orphan Asylum, l'ort Jervis................... . 
St. J.'atrick'~ Femalo Orphan Asylum, Rochester........ . 
St. l'atrlck's Orphan Asylum, Newburgh ............... .. 
St. l'eter's Gorman Itoman Catbolic Association. Rondout. 
St. Stephen's Orphan Asylum. New york................. . 
St. Vincent do l'aul's IDllustrial School. New york.•...•.. 
St. Vincent de I'alll's Orphan Asylum. New york........ . 
St Vincent tie I'anl's Orphan Asylum, Syracuse......... . 
St. Vincent's ~'emale Orphan Asylum, Allmny.......... .. 
St. Vincent's }<'emale Orphnn Asylum, Bun·alo............ . 
St. Vincent's Fomale Ol'phan Asylum, Troy.............. . 
St. Vincent·" Home for Boys, llrook~n ................. .. 
St. Vincent's Home for Boys, New l' ork .•..•••...••.•• ,. 
St V!ncent:s Orphan Asylum, Jlutralo................... .. 
St. VlDccnt s lIIalo Orphan Asylum, Albany.............. . 
St. Vincent's lIIale Orphan Asylum, Utica ......... " ... .. 
Sus'luchnnnll VlIlley lIome, Bmgbamton................ .. 
Syracuso Homo Association ...•....•.•..•••• II ••••••••• 1 '1' 
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Temporary Home for Friendless Women and Children,
lIrooklyn, .... , ....... . .... .... .... ............ ........ ... 58 

Thoma"' Asylum for Orphan and Destitute Indian Chll. 
dren, Versailles ............................ ,........ .... 91 


T,'oy Catholic Male Orphan Asylum...................... 2H 

Troy Orphan Asylum. .. ................................... 1O'J 

Truant Home, lll'ouklyn. , ................................ ' 

Union Homo nnl! School 101' tho Education ofthe Children 


of Our Volunteers, Now york...... ..................... 181 

Utica Orphun Asylum. ........ ....................... ..... 93 

'VartlJUI'Il:.Ol'phans' Farm School, 11ft. Vernon .......... .. 

'Vestol'n .... ew York Institution for Deaf·lIlute., Uochester, 8i 

Wilson Illdusll'ial SchooUor Girls, Now york............ . 


Total .............................. .. 


819 907 173 

}O9 2118 
388HI 1-'5 
150 Iii41 4J 

30 211 50 2 
:;5'! H5 17 21'''8f).j 65 

32 116 

t 

4­ 839 31 ' 8 ~9 68 

1 22 40 47 81 
2 147 2H 241 

69 59 32 !il 

53 97 61 }58 
1 45 71 29 100 

8 36 21 57 
9 13 20 10 4! 29 103 

19,688 

1 



TABLE 22. 

Showing the value of the property of hospitals, and their indebtedness September 30, 1878. 


PersonalINSTITUTIONS. Real estato. property. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 
Total. 

Real. Personal. Total. 

$20,000 00 $2,000 00$21,500 00 ............ ............ 

.. • ..65;000·00 ............ ............ 


188,00000 ............ ............ 

18,229 77 ............
... iil; 000' 00 42,UOO UO 


11)-1,77861 4,000 UO 
 •. "i;i79'54 
150,000 00 42,000 00 10,OnO 00 

400 00 ...... ..... 560 00 

....20i;S9i·20 . "i2;000'00 ····3;000·00 
75,000 00 ............ ............ 


167,546 00 ............ ............ 

12,1100 UO 8,000 00 ............ 


3711,013 75 ............
····8;755·0026,000 OU 77461 

.....72;:i06'39 . "ii;950'OO .. ··7;67a·oi 
14;1,500 UU ............ 

.............. .,. to, .0 .... .. ··i;200·00 

481.46:14! ............ ............ 

2Hn,OUO 00 ............ ............ 

5O,00U OU 13,00000 151 5i 

.............. ...... ..... ............ 


.............. ............ ............ 

70,000 no ............ 


····~;OOO·oo1,10:1,4.;100 ............ 

1,8UO,UOO 00 ..... ...... ............ 


132,200 00 ............ ............ 

8,000 UO ............ ............ 


20,OUO 00 

24,388 16 
 ....5;.;00·00 • .. •..32.)·00 

180,000 UO 31,000 00 24,000 00 
61,500 00 ............ ............ 
.... ......... ............ ............ 


............ ............

• ...610; 000 • 00 

40,UOO 00 "'22;400'00 .. "3;572'83 
27,000 00 10,OIiO 00 ....... , .... 


$22,000 00 
............ 


. ............ 


............. 

b:..... 'iil;ooo'oo 

5,li954 ~ 02,000 00 
500 00 ~ 

I::;.• "ii;;ooo'oo 
......... "... ;:;, 
............. 


~,OOO UO ~ ............. 
 C
9.529 61 ~ ............. 
 ....

25,123 61 
. ............ C 


1,200 00 ~ 
. ............ 

. ............ ~ 
l:l,151 57 t>j 
. ............ 

............. 

............. 


8,00000 
............ 


............. 


. ............ 


.. '''6;025'00 
05,OCO 00 

............. 


............. 


............. 


............. 

25,97283 
10,UUU 00 

Albany City Homroopathic HospitaL ........................................ 

Albauy I~O~ti:!1I •• ! ............................................................ 

Asylum 101 }mg'In 'Vomen, New YOlk.................................... 

Brooklyn City Hospital. .................................................... 

Brooklyn Eye and E'I\' Hospital ............................................. 

Brooklyn HomU!0l'athic Hospital. ........................................... 

BuO'alo Geneml I oBpital. ................................................... 

BuOlllo HOBpital of !:ilsters or Charity........................................ 

BuO'alo !:iul"glcal Inlll"mary .................................................. 

Child's Hospit.·d, Albany .................................................... 

GermalllIospitalllll<i Dispensary, New york ............................... 

lIahncmallll Hospital, Ncw York............................................ 

Home for Incul'ablcs, ~'ortlhnm .............................................. 

llomroopnthic Hospital, BuO·alo............................................. 

Hospital for the Relief of the Ruplul'ed nnn Crippled, Ne,v york....••.... 

Honse of Rest for Consumptives, Trcmont .................................. 

Long Islanll College UOB~ital, Brooklyn..................................... 

lIIanhattan };yc ancl Ear Iospital, New york ............................... 

lIIarshall Intlrmary, Troy ................................................... 

~Ictropolitan Throat lIo.pital, New york................................... 

1IIount Sinai IIOBpit"I, New YOI'k ............................................ 

New York Eye and Ear Intlrmary................ , .......................... 

New York lnllrmary for 'VOlnen anll Children ............................ , 

New York !lIedical Collcgo and Hospital fur Women....................... 

New York Ophthalmic 111111 Auml 111"titute........ : ......................... 

New York Ophthalnuc Hospital.. ............................................ 

Prcsbyterian Hospital. New york............................................ 

Uoosevelt Hospital, New York............................................. 

Rochester City Hospital. .................................................... 

St. Barnabas' HospItal, Poughkeepsie ....................................... 

St. Elizabeth's Hospital. New york......................................... 

St. Eliznbeth's lIo'pital all 11 Home, Utica ......•• , ......................... 

St, Francis' Hospitnl, New york............................................. 

St. John's Hospital, Brooklyn ................................................ 


$21,500 00 

.. • ..20;000·00 
11~,000 00 
18,~::9 77 
42,0<.0 00 
6!,~9.j 00 

150,000 00 .............. 

•• "i6~;~9i' 20 

75,00000 
14.1, 5 III 00 

H,ooO 00 
20~,:100 00 

IW,OOO OU 

·····7i;6t",6·57 
141,5UU OU 

.. ··3ni;!ii;:1·4~ 
12.;,000 00 
60,000 00 

.............. 


.............. 

70,00000 

72;,451 Oil 
1,5UO,000 00 

I~O,OOIl 00 
7,COO 00 

20,000 00 
21,159 00 

180,OUU 0:) 
53,00000 

.............. 

, .. '$4.5;000' 00 

70,000 no 
.............. 

.............. 


39,883 61 
.............. 


400 00 

... ··33;000·00 

.............. 

24,LOO 00 

.............. 

173, U3 75 

............. , 


.............. 

2VU 82 

.............. 


.............. 

86,500 ~O 

17U,OOU 00 
.............. 

.............. 

.............. 

.............. 


381,000 00 
aOO,fOO OU 
12,~00 UO 

600 00 
.............. 


3,229 16 

•• ....6;500·00 
.............. 

............. 


290,000 00 
.............. 
.............. 


St. John's Ri"cr"lde lIospital, yonkers...................................... .............. 

St. Joseph's Hospital, Syracuse .............................................. 

St. Luke's Hospital. New york .............................................. 
• • • • 350; 000 • 00 
St. Mary's .'emalc Hospital, Brooklyn.................... _ ................. 4u,000 00 
St. 1IIary's Free Hospital for Children, Now york ........................... 27,000 00 



St. lIfnry;s Iloepi!!!!, Roch.ester .............................................. . 200,000 00 25,000 00 

St. Mnry s Lyin!1.m Hospltnl, "cull'nlo...................................... .. 

St. Peter's Hospital, Albnny . ......................... .................... ... .. ........... . 

St. Peter's Hosl.itnl, Brooklyn.. .... .... .............. .......... .... ......... 124,00000 ............. . 

S. R. Smith Intlrmnry, Tompkinsville, S. I........ ........ .......... ......... 5,000 00 27,7.1000 

St. Vincent's Hospltnl, New York.. ......... ................ ................. 161,3!500 15,2.1-150 

Thnn\;sgivlng Hospitnl, Cooperstown ................ ................ ....... 2,500 00 2,70000 


~g~!~~:Il:~~~Pii~i' i~'tl;o'Stai~';;i Nc~v'Y~~k: 'N~~v 'Y;;~k:::: :::::: ::::::::. m:~~~ ¥8 ··· ..47;000·00
-,--------,---,--/---,-,-,---- ­

Total. ......... , .... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. ... .................. .... $5,916,714 66 $1,756,940 81 


225,000 00 21,17582

::::~':~:~ I:::~~':~~~:~~ .. .. i24;OOO·OO M,730 00 ............ .. ..04;730·00 
32,75000

1jH,55950 "'88;000'00 ....5;oi1'i:i ....93;M7·ia 
l~:~g gg :::::::::::: ....2;495·00 .... ·2;495·00 
389,H7 70 .. .......... 14,500 00 14,50000 


/--~----/---:-~~~/-------
1117,673,655 50 $360,53500 8100,655 11 $461,190 11 



0 

TABLE 23. t-' 
0) 

Showing the receipts of Hospitals for the year ending September 30, 1878. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Albany CIty IIomooopathic Hospital ••••••••..•••. 

,; 
o. 
.,,~
" .... ~~ 
CI" 
0<> 
.c:"" w O ..­(.) 

$4,07900 

.,;
:g 
rn ., 
.s 
a 
0 

&; 

.'"
-E~~ 
f,g.~ 
$:l..>.i:
§',Q ~ 
s"''''='"00 .... 
~:;:o 

.e._qj 

... "j:...~ 

f·~ 
"">.
~"" s'"e§....~,..­

$1,~00 00 

"'­-""'0
"''''­
~ ~2i 
.... C4~ 

]~~
s-"
e""" 
~~~ 

.".",=
",0 

I§" 
.g~~ 
~s.g 
oa~ 

"C'7-'-= 
~.:- ;.. 
~~-

$1,09576 

-=s 
"'00:", 
~t,..O.B 

t~§ 
~=s 
"',,~ 
e~~e._ ,::: 
"""C ........ 

.; 
CI.. 
~ 
s 
~ 

" <II 

~~ 
~~ 

'"s£ 
0... ... 

$1,27337 

'" ~ 
<II 

" <II ... 
~ 
0 

'E-! 

$7,948 13 
Albany lIos£ital. ........................ d ...... .. 

Asylum for .ying.in Women, New york.......... .'s;Gs1"ao ····893·25 '$2;4 ii;' 00 "i;Of,O'OO .. "'8;0751;5 
Brooklyn qity lIosWtal. ........................... 
Brooklyn E{,e anti ar Hospltal. .................. 
Brooklyn I omruopathic Hospital................. 

2,4C3 21 
233:1 

2,011 40 
'$i;wo'oo 

"
~,500 00 

5;5UO'00 
28500 

2,55500 
7,146 06 

4,0.;1 94 
1500 
6811 $75000 

16,29U 50 
15t 84 

1,837 05 

28, %9 65 
4,248 17 

17,31265 
Bun:alo GcnCl:al lI~S~).ital .......... : .............. 
Bullalo HospItal 01 !Sters of CharIty ............ 

334 26 
50 02 "i;;'SO'08 "9;6~iJ'2~ 

3,8:10 33 
1,7;6 43 

2,261 90 "0;000'00 
10,EOI 69 
4,85677 

, 17,2.H 23 
~3,{H.il ~5 

Bull'alo Surgical Innrmary......................... ............. 
Child's HospitalyAlI)an:r .......................... 
German JIos¥ita and Dlspensnr~, Now york.... 

.. "....... 
2:3861 ..i;~oo·oo 'i:i;748'iJ5 "2;iiJi'72 . '3;000'00 . 'iJ;il!J7'90 .. "2g;il~i;'28 

Hahnemann Ios~ital. New Yor ................. 
Home for Incurn les, }'orllhnm .••••••••••••••.... 

211 45 
63~ 21 21.0 00 

2,150 00 
7,0~d 04 

7<657 
1,813 00 .34;oii'it 3,1113 024:,,5!lt al 

lIomoooyntillC Hospital, Bulrulo ................... 1,046 4! 76208 1,817 40 3,6"0 90 
HO"l.'ita for tho Helief or the Ruptured and 

CrIppled, NolV york ............................. 
HOllse of Uest for COllRumptives, Tremont....... 

11,661 28 
66 88 

27,71062 
200 00 

7,~83 55 
14,25238 

12,813 26 
8684 ....i44 ·uo 60,Or8 71 

14,7W 10 
Lon~ Islaml College 1I0syitnl, Brooklyn.•••.••••. 
:Man nttan Eye IInll Ear Iospital, Ne\y york •... 
lIIarshnll Inlll'1narY, Tr·oy ......................... 
Metropolitnn Throat Hospital, New york ........ 
lIIoant Sinai Hospital, New York ................. 

"'7ns 
15,C>tS 7:1 

.i6;,j~2'87 30000 
7,777 72 

40000 
I,OIlO 00 

"6;75j'67 
27000 

1,017 68 
25,340 71 7,CSJ 93 "2;000'00 

"z;7iiJ'0:1 
9,138 (i8 

10,{J(il (:5 

..· ..8;;03·30 
3:1,(;19 27 
1,4,,9 06 

61,1:17 04 
New York Eye unrl Ear Inllrmary ................ 1,945 28 1,000 00 4,031 12 11,107 17 3,r.:92:1 21,762 80 
Now York InllrmalI for Women anll Children .. '. 1,463 62 2,30000 6,19240 4,aVO 6~ 14,3466! 
New York Medica College and Hospital for 

·Women........................................... 25000 66200 4,223 00 5,13500 
New York Ophthalmic and Aural Instituto ....... 1,7i4 I)) 2,252 40 10,9!J2 b8 15,019 48 
Ncw York Opthalmic Hospital .................... 5,653 71 O~O 00 10000 24279 6,99854 la,495 04 
Presbyterian Hospital, New york................. 20i 81 22,801 23 2~, 1:26 09 16,000 00 5.1),2~.1 ~Il 116,418 04 
Hoosovelt lIospital, Now york .................... 
Uochcstcr City Hospital. .......................... 

17,2:10 21 
246 10 . '''9~i '4S ".i;liis·75 "3,829'97 

21,071 00 
UOO 00 

72,866 E:I 
4,962 67 

1I1,16~ 04 
15,078 97 

St. Barnabas' HosPltal
1

Poughkeerslo............ 
St. Elizahcth's lIo"pita , New Yor ............... 
St. Elizabcth's Hospital aud Homo, Utica........ 
St. Francis' llospitill. New YOl·k.................. 

72033 

....54'·67 
(00 00 .. "400'00 

"i;500'oo 

1,22319 
1,6:i6 00 
:l,1I398 

22,073 ()4, 

3500 71300 
2,90600 
1,H!8 60 

10,23981 

3,091 52 
4,96200 
4,$57 21> 

&:1,812 8G 

tl:.. 
~ 
r;: 
t:-t 

~ 

~ 
0 
~ 
~ 

c 
"!l 

~ 
l>ci 



Bt. John's Hospital, Brooklyn.................... . 

St. John's River.hle Hospital, Yonkers.••••••.••. 

St. Joseph's lIo"pital, Syracuse.................. . 

St. Luke's Hospital. New York.................. .. 

St. Mary's Female Hospital, Brooklyn........... . 

St. Mllry's 1<'ree Hospitlll for Children, New York. 

St. Mllry's Hospital, Uochester................. .. 

St. Mary's Lying·in lIospitlll, BnJIalo ........... .. 

St. Peter's IIospltal, Albany..................... .. 

St. Peter:" lIosf,ltal, Brooklyn .... : .............. . 


..... S. R. SmIth Int rmary, TompkinsvIlle, S. I ....... . 


..... St. Vincent·s Hospital, New york................ . 

Thanksgiving IIospitnl, Cooperstown............ . 

Troy Hospital............................. , ....... . 

Woman's Hospital in tho State ot New York. 


NelV york..••••.•. , .•••.••.••.•.•••.••.•••••.•... 

Total ..••....••••.••••...........•..•........•.. 


425 00 390 00 2,1lOO 00 28,31500...... , ~.. oo ................ 

.. "67;679 '76";;878'00 'i5;502'2j:::::: '24;008'53 '20;290'00 

...... 3,723831,147 20 
 2,500 00 3,106 85
2,072 83 
 12,550 71 

300 00 ...... 6,686167,84265 17,186 72
3,35791 

14,05250 55752 

....600'00 25,633 32 
37415 
 1,075 93 
 8,47322 

·· .. ·i2·48 .. ";9;335'42. ili;iii 'lil"5;500'00 '60;200'00 "i;4ii'oo"'i;S97'99 4.711 11
760 99 
 2,55213 . ·a;.jii '70"i;250'OO "9;402"85411 61 
 2,b7260 16,652 34 
 33,80110 

····895·39 "'is;824'lii"iI;50l"liS "i;ooo'i!310,85771 ., ........ 

9,24626 9,061 32 
 00.005 36
3,71936 73,578421,000 00 , ...... 

1-----1·-------1-------­
$25,404 64 
 $109,737 4.7 ...... $253,37552 $118,241 30 
 $93,434 53 
 $410,564 36 
 $1,108, 340 32
$97,582 I!O 



------------------ --------

TABLE 24. 


Showing the exp'enditures of hospitals, for the year ending September 30, 1878. 


-o!. <D 	 '0' '0 al--= 2i '0 	 o!. .,gj,g e '"C~ 0 0:1 =gj .,'" ~ 	 d 
.,=~ OIl 	 ",.- = ~o 	 "'2i .5d '" 1t.lP.' 	 0:1 "" Ii.§;;~ o OIl 	 ~ .0 
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.&~o,.l ""I" 
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.s'Q d .co" d~ 0·- 0 	 ... " o~ .01- -'" - . 
o~k) ...- u e s"" e..:o 	 .S 

Q) 

~ 
=0 
~ 	

J.,.'d "'~ d.... "''''' """" ... ... ~"g 0._ "" ... ... 0 

~ 
~g~ ... " ~~ 0 0 ~E "'8 	 "00"'''' 	 0"" 

~""o ... ~d ~"' ~ ~ ~ ~'" ~"" ~ ~ ~ E-< 

Albany City Hommopathic Hospital... . .••••.•. ••••••••.• $985 46 $2,28i 29..... ••• $402 35 $9108 $10650............... •.. . .••• ..••. .•.• ••••. 83,86968 


~~!~S~llt Po~8£~\~lg:{~:'VO~C~;N: 'Y:: ::: :: ::.:::. :::::::::: ....948·75 "2;07B '55 ::::: ::: . "348'45 ....Iii '30' "3RS'0Ii "si:ii·04 :: ::::::: '$2;007'60" '$iM'8il "'S;iS7'i4 
Ikooklyn City Hospital.. •••••••••••• ••• . ........ ••. .•••••. 4,5a! 67 5,94352..... ••. 79323 1,567 44 310 09 4,84687. ........ ... ....... .... ...... 17,995 82 

Brooklyn J~ye and Ear Hospital ....... 
' ...................................... , ...... ; ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... .......... 3,132 33 3,132 33 
Brooklyn llommol'lLlhic HospitaL ..... 81,000 50 $1,75000 2,314- 02 6,69347........ 92226 1,25754 32660 1,20150........... ........ 1,10t 29 16,660 18 

Ulltralo Goncrall ospital. .............. 
6,8~1 33 1,13505 3,11227 7,69412 ........ 1,03901 1,00979 49360 1,29332 $1,42300. ......... 31700 24,33849 
Bun:alo lIo'l!ilal of Sisters ofChurity.. 5,73200 2,13029 1,(H089 8,7984, $555 00 2,471 98 72956 1,69232 78795......... .......... .......... 23,93847 

nunal" SUl'glcal Inllrmary............. , 
......... .......... .......... .......... ........ 12 00 ......... ......... ......... ......... .......... 313 00 325 00 
Chilli's H""pital, Alblllly......................................................................................................................................... . 
German llosp and Dbponsary, N. Y.. S40 00.......... 7,211 07 8,515 W 284 08 2,25170 4,56978 43570 2,30d 73 ................. :, 2,43889 28,85551 

nahllUlllalln HospItal, New york ............................................. ' .............................................. ~ .............. ' .................... . 

HOUle fur In'JUrables, Fordham........ 
. ........ .......... 6,58601 9,25012 ........ I,m! 83 871 39 38003 4986515,18949 8,000 00 1,94592 44,31644 

llomcroruthic Hospital, Bua'alo........ 
. ........ 171 58 7~9 87 1,6U 9b ........ 207 7~ 3951 •....... 8218 81 a! .......... 012 17 3,43941 
H03pila for the Holier of tho Uuptured 
• 111,<1 Cripple,l, New York ........ : ....................... 14,21524 13,77044 28000 1,87827 5,53376 1,10046 728 84 1,09189.......... 3,23450 41,833 40 

IIou:;e 	of Heot lor Consumptives, Tre· 

llIont .................................. 3,91697 1,31994 1,417 00 3,79576. ....... 47315 938 31 23683 'J.57 85. ........ 60000 1,892 95 14,74876 
LOllg Island College Hosp., Brooklyn•.. , ...... ' .... ..... .......... ......... . .... , .......... , .................................................................. . 
::Uanhaltan .Eye Illn.t 1'::1r Hosp.,N. Y... 2,98038 .......... 1,371 06 1,50551........ ·19030 411 30......... 10602 ................... 2,26201 8,82658 

:lIar.halllntlrmal·.I', T ..oy .............. , 
.................. 7,61700 15,98076 6432t 2,4480,) 1,45941 516 ()<J 84714 ·2,760 95. ......... 37271 32,64535 
lIIetropohtan Tlll'oat Hosp.,New York. . ........ 6Q26ol 17208..... ..... . ..•.... 71 45 9608, ....... ,......... ........ . ........ 1,034 75 1,977 04 
:lIountSinai IIo,pital, New york.......................... 10,93983 15,8.1731, 21150 4,103 .r,0 6,146 38 1,03~ 22 1,407 54 ................... 3,48042 43,16479 
~elV York Eye ani Ear lnllrlllUl'Y..... ......... . ......... 3,051 64 5,2B7 80 ........ 1,544 60 9i4 40 16582 137 59 4,66278 ........ 1,61976' 17,944 47 

New York 1nllrmllry for Women nnd 

Children........... ................... 455 00 .......... '" ....... .......... ........ ......... ......... .... ..... 193 28 ......... .... ..... 8,859 93 9,508 21 
~ew Yurk lIIedical Collcge and Hospi· 

tnl for W"lllcn ................. ....... ZOO 00 . ........ 2,000 00 .......... ' ...... . 100 00 300 00 ......... 12000 .................. . 2,080 00 5,100 00 
New York OJlhthalmic and AUl'al Inbti· 

tIlte.......................... " ......................... . 1,485 50 5, 376 28 .. .. .. .. 577 85 298 31 577 8.') 551851................. . 6,2tO 00 15,107 64 

~ew York Ophthalmic Instituto....... , .................. . 2, 0,,3 ~61 1, 377 2~'..... • . . 816 08 842 (;1 90 35 1,1~6 33 .................. . 2,096 81 8,482 66 

l'rC'llJytel'ian Hospital, New york .•••.1" .......1 6,0,;039 9,4,'911 13,50013' ........ 1,3M 64 3,75716 1,247 34 445 04 1,150 29 67, 152 9~ 10,172 5a 114,379 46 

Ruosovelt llQspital, Ncw york ........................... . 15,953 37 16,406 731 160 5,61098 6,361731 58811 2,439 99 1,931 16 ......... . 3,271 91 52,565 48 




------------------- ---- ---- ---- --------

Rochester City Hospital. ........................ /......... 3,5U 46 6'565211' .••••. , 1,25~ 74 79'138 1,81441 48107 . .••.••.. . ••.•••••• 59735 15,05362 

~t. narlllLuas' Hospital, Poughkeepsie. ......... ......... 6~0 75 7:14 32 . ...... 94 08 331 SU 26 6:' 9'1 59 ......... ,......... 1H 30 2,019 02 

~t. J::hzlLueth'. Buspital, New york.... ......... 1,20000 ....... •. 3,0711 70 200 00 10530 35000 31 00 ............................ '" ...... 4,96200 

St. J::liztlucth'. Hosp. an(1 Uomc, Utica. lilt 00 .......... 344 83 2,066 96 28323 3390.'l 1864[, 5973 65 53......... 9350 270 53 4,6~3 81 

St. Francis' Hospital. New york ....... 9,OJ781 600 00 1,68620 16,706051,07905 1,066 00 1,091 47 73274 1,22400 ......... .......... 709 51 33,81285 

St. John's Hospital, Bl'Ooklyn.......... .................. 360 00 2,300 00 ............................................ 25,000 00.......... 230 00 27,890 00 

St. John's Hh'crsidc Hospital, Yonkers. ......... .......... .......... .......... ............................................................. .. ............... .. 

St. Joseph's Hospital, Syracuse. ....... ......... . ......... . ......... .......... ........ . ....... ..................................... ......... ......... .......... . 

St. Luke's Hospilal, New York............................ 16,4500'2 17,48668....... 3,16780 4,14195 2,39877 2,75953 1,458 61 18,000 00 5,28376 71,55712 

St. Mary's )<'cmalo Hospital, Brooklyn. ......... .... ...... 1,440 80 5,436 36 737 88 251 45 684 24 21 00 433 99......... .......... 3,041 34 12,048 06 

St. ]\[ary's }'roo lIospitlll for Children, 

New York ............................. 7,92611 600 00.. ........ .......... ....... 293 00 17307 13234 16818........... ........ 3,47505 12,76775 

St. ~ltlry's Hospital, Roche.ter.. ....... 35300 40000 3,35085 12,035 332,020 22 1,91639 5.)00'2 63000 88S 66 1,438 42.. ........ 1,70! 82 25,31771 

St ;I[ary's J.ying·in·Hospital, Bull'alo ....................................................................................... " .................... "... .. ...... .. 


~t i:~~~;:~n~~l:tL~I:~:·~~~ry;;::::::::: 'G;ins'53 "\i;SOO'OO "i;8M'oo "4;607'70i;aZ3'iil 'i;oi~'80 'i;073'57 'i;543'02 '''65i'56 '2;369'93 .::::::::: "i;243'97 "2i;50.i'ili;
s. It. Smith Infirmary, Tompkinsville, 

S. I .................................. " ...... ". ".. ..... 1,215 10 1,414 36 " ..... , 145 50 350 42 143 00 12 00 600 00 .......... 356 87 4,167 21 

St. Yinct;nt's llospi~,"l, New york ...... 1i,300 00 2,11275 1,98952 13,.14044 42122 1,45025 96749 8186,') 49738......... 2,68426 3,90800 33,58096 

Thnnk8gl\'lDg Hospital, Coopcr"town.............. " ............ ". ,," ....................... " .................................... :"..... .......... ." .... . 

~vgKl~~~:~~~sl"itai'i~'tiie'si~'te'~f'i-1C'V ......... .......... 1,666 71 8,447 ~ 22580 1,13965 66968 62584 1,12765 ......... ......... 1,80422 15,607 00 


York, New 'fol·k... ...... ...... ....... .. ....... .......... 6,638 98 10,182 79 ........ 2,103 24 95556 1,14875 6,83270 ......... 39,000 00 28,10806 94,97008 


Total. ...................... , ....... 51, 7~ 13 20,27268138,822 32250,36965 8,566 4913,811 7149,638.44 19,707 90 :l4,812 15 59,017 86 138,02909107,381 58 922,203 90 

11 1 

http:7149,638.44


I-i TABLE No. 25. 
~ 

Showing the number of patients treated in the hospitals, and the results, dunng the year ending September 30, 1878 . ~ 

INSTITUTIONS. 
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REMAINING OCT. I, 
1878 . 

.; 
.; "d 38"d 

" 0 
::01 ro. "" --­ --­--

Alhany City IIomoropathic Hospital.................. 
Aluany HO"fita\.. ..................................... 
Asylum for yin/fin 'Vomen, New york............. 
Bro(.klyn City I os~ital. .............................. 
Brooklyn Eye and 'ar Hospital. ..................... 
Brouklyn llomreopathlc Hospital..................... 
BulTalo Generall ospital. ............................. 
But!"al\) Hospital of ~18tera of Chal·ity................. 
Bufiitlo Surgical Infirmary............................ 
Chilll's HosJlital, AllJany .............................. 
German Uospital anll DispenSalT, New york........ 
lIahne~Hllln JIoseitlll, New york..................... 
Home lor lncnra les, Fordham....................... 
HOlllm0l'athic 1I0opital, Bulrlllo ....••..•.......••.... 
Hospita lin' tlle Relief of the Itnptured and Crippletl,

New york ........................................... 
House of Rest for Consumptives, Tremont.......... 
Lon~ Island Col\el'o lIosttal, Brooklyn ...••.••••.. 
MUll ",ltall Eye alltl Ear oapital, New york........ 
1Iiarshnll Inllrmlll"Y, Troy ............................. 
Metropolitan Throut Hospital, Now york.....••..... 
Mount Sinlli Hospital, Nuw york..................... 
New York Eye anu Ear InOrmary.................... 
Nuw York IntIrmury for 'Vomen ami Children•...... 
New York MetiiclIl Collego and Hospital forWomcn. 
New York Ophthalmic and Aural Institute ......... 
New York Ophthalmic Hospitul. .................... 
Presuyterian Hospital, New york.................... 
Roosevelt lIospital, New York......... ; ............. 
Rochester City Hospital.. ............................. 

5 

il 
8 

42 
38 

114 

68 

65 
4. 

176 
34 

38 

117 

23 
U 

25 
54 

133 
74 

65 70 30 

869 940 243 
83 91 76 

2H 254 229 
207 305 220 
683 797 2U'2 

·.. 478565 623 

.. .. 24 89 33 
62 66 35 

165 341 333 
7~ 106 101 

"'i73 211 8 

.i;:U4 .i;4Gi 1,419 

'''ioil 222 155 
104 118 101 

'''i64 189 E3 
637 591 4iJ 

1,522 1,61;5 1,5:;G 
268 34J 190 

1,186 30 20 4 2 57 

'''204 19 '''87i8,862 597 51 
2,050 46 3d 2 1 87 

10,705 125 49 31 16 2'21 
12,007 16! 77 6 '''i 25 273 
25,980 550 36 5 1 44 636 

."is; 622 ·"327 "52154 25 3 561 

"ii;.iili 4 3 20 27 
1,451 27 26 1 4 58 

63,617 32 96 16 1 6 151 
1~,8c6 3 5 22 37 67 

'''i751,1;0 128 12 19 16 ... 
9';0 "'7 "'iOiJ ·i;3.io40,059 288 15 

"'4;557 144. 49 8 '''4 5 206 
3,Wd 90 8 5 107 

.".i;is4 ·• ..49 · .... i 
101 2! 175 

20,876 25:l 182 89 5 44 528 
60,398 7.14 517 90 139 1,500 
16,2Jl 124 67 31 4. 29 255 

3 10 IS 

· .... 9 
60 69 
2 2 4 

12 21 33 
21 11 32 
98 63 161 

41 21 62 

2735 62 
5 a 8 

93 . 97 190 
27 12 39 

25 11 36 

75 46 121 

16 16 
11 11 

.... ·9 '''ii5 
41 22 63 
97 58 155 
42 45 87 

~ 

~ 
~ 
t'4 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

<::> 
'OJ 

~ 
~ 



--- --- ---- ------ ---

St. Bnrnabas' Hospitnl, poughkeeeSle..... " •• " .... ,

St. Elizabeth's Hospital, New YOI' "................... 

St. Elizabeth's IIo'pitlllalld Home, Utica............ 

St. Jo'rancis' Hospital, Ncw york........ " ......... ". 

St. John's Hospital, Brooklyn............... "" ..... 

St. John's Riverside IInspital, yonkers............... 

St.•/0'!0(1h'8 Hospital, S) meuse ............ " ......... 

St. Lukc'. Hospital, New York ...................... 

St. Mary's Jo'cllIalc Hospital, Brooklyn ........ ,., .. ,. 

St. lIIary's Free Hospital for Chihlren, New york.... 

St. Mary's Hospital, Rochester ....... " .............. 

St. )1""y'8 I~·ing.in Hospital, Bull'alo ................ 

St. Peter's I o'pital, Albany...................... " .. 

St. l'eter:s IIOsrital, Brooklyn......................... 

S. R. Snllth\J:nl l'mnry, Tompkinsville, S.1. .......... 

;;;:. Vincent's IIosPital Now york .................... 

Thanksgiving I10spltn , i Cooperstown ................ 

'I'roy IIoslll:tal ....................................... 

Woman's ospital in tho State ofN. Y., Now YOl·k.. 


Tota1. .............................................. 


34 6 .... 5 4043 1,470 29 27 36 1 3 
300 20 5 .... 15 30~SO 150 2rJ5830 10 15 25•"4~7!;n 6lJ 129 141 09 60 46 7 3 122 4 15 19 

210 1,49520! 1,488 1,691 1,320 72,6:5 801 412 65 6 100 19797 .... 1530 82 112 !l4 3,113 40 31 6 9'2 6 14 20 .... .... . ..... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .....·... ...~ 

. ......... ...... ....75"'j53 "'liio ·i;oiJ.i 4)7 ~U,) "i.i3"4:i,838 .... 122 910871 7886 
~9 .... 18:! 2424 183 207 fO 2414 · "!i;iJDO Gu lUO22 10i 126 126 1~ 4 12 13 13 ~6 

2;8 116210 421 6:11 210 38 393 122 23837,815 27 4 46 
2730 75 105 97 12,013 78 ...... .... ...... 78 .......... 27 ...... ........ 
 .... . ...... ..... ....""93 ~(jl1,0;;5 52962' ........ 
 5~.t 939 116...... 29 64125 

12-1, ........ 
 26 1:\0 81 31 12 124 4 6
"'j2i861 6779 940 652 21,li9 4:r.l 206 11953 6 821 62 

........ 
 ...... ...... .. .. 4i"'833 3().! "'4. !JI 26424 3,308 6776 10 34 3~76 

---45 252 52297 ---98 6,601 245 --52...... ---79 ---80 --50 
--21 ---15 

13,638 1,339 13,499 1,18'22,129 15,767 9,877 525,524 7,866 3,506 84 1,086 2,268704 

http:I~�ing.in


TABLE 26. 

Slunoing the value of the prop&rty oj dispensaries, and their indebtedness, September 30, 1878. 

INDEDTEDNESS. 
Personal Toml._Real estnte,INSTITUTIONS. property. 

Real: 

Albany Charitable Eye and Em' Infirmary....................................... . 

Albany City 1I0mmupathic Dispensary........................................... . 

Albany IIospitul Dispen.ary..................................................... .. 

Atlantio Avenue Dispensary, Brooklyn.......................................... . 

Bl'Ooklyn Central Dispcn..ary .................................................... .. 

Brooklyn City Dispensary ....................................................... . 

Bl'Ooklyn Eclectic Dispensnry." .... : ........................................... .. 

Brooklyn I1ommopatlllc Hospital Dispensary ................................... . 

Brooklyn OrthopcLlic Infirmary ................... : .............................. . 

11lllralo City Dispensary ......................................................... .. 

BlIll:lIlo Eye nnLl Eal: Infirmary ................................................... . 

Bllflalo IlolOmopatillc Free [lispellsary.......................................... .. 

Contral Dispensary, New york................................................... . 

Dcmilt Dispensary, New york ............................................... : .. 

Di.<pensary of the Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn...................... . 

Dj'pcnsary of the :-low York Medical College ami I1o'pital for Women, N. Y .. 

Dbpensnry of the 'l'roy Hospital, Troy ......................................... .. 

Ea.tcrn D,istrict Dispensary, Brooklyn, E D .................................... . 

Eastern Dispensary, New York ................................................. . 

E ,lectio Mo(lical Dispensary, New York ........................................ . 

],'reo Medic'al and SUI'gical DispenSing Association, Bnfialo••••......•..••••.. '" 

Gates Ave.'lUc Hommopathic DIspensary, Brooklyn ............'. ....... , ....... .. 

Harlem Digpensary. Harlem, New YOl·k ......................................... . 

lIolrman Di.pensul·v. N"w york ............................................... .. 

Hom(})opathic Dispensary f,}I' Women nnd Children, New york ................. . 

Hotn(})opnthic Medical College Dispcnsnry. New york .......................... . 

InJirlllary (Dl~pensary) of tho New york College of Dentistry, ................. . 

Manhattan })Ispensary, ManhattnllVille, New york.............................. . 

};cwYork Dispcnsnry............................................................ .. 

New York Em' Diepcnsnry............ , ........................................... . 

New York Free Dispensary for Sick Children................................... . 

Now York I.llUrmm·Y·Dispensary ................................................. . 

Northern Dlspcnsnry, New York .............................................. .. 

Horth-eastern Dispensary, New York, ............... , ............... ' ........... . 

North.e~s~er? H,~mmopn~hic Disl'~I1~:~ry, New York............................ .. 

North·" c. tel n D"peIl,al v. New york........... , ............................... .. 

Orthopedic Dispellear,,, New york ............................................. .. 

Poughkeepsio HOlllOJo'llathHlllIdllicallllld Surgicu1lJiol'c:Jsary ................. . 


............
...... ... ............ ............ 


............
'''$i;ooo'oo .. · ..$200·009,000 00 
8,000 00 9,100 00 

550 00 2,355 78 
............ ............ 

............ 
 ....i;622·93............ 

............ ............ 

............ 
 ....2;0i10·00............ 


25,000 00 33,~50 00 
............ ............ 

............ ............ 


. ...........
'''ii;ooo'oo 4,1\5930 
36,500 00 ....i;5oo·00 ......3~5·00............ 


............ 500 00 


............ ............ 
............ ............ 


............ ............ 


............ ............ 

5,000 00 ............ 

1,DOO 00 4,247 51 

70,000 00 21,685 00 
700 00 ....4;030·00............ 
 ............
'''26;500'00 20,000 00 

............ 3,054 57 


............ ............ 


. ........... ............ 


............ ............ 

$1,000 00 

9,200 00 .. '$5;000'00 
17,100 00 ............ 

2,905 7d ............ 


............ ............ 


............ ............ 

1,6~2 93 ............ 


............ ............ 


..... ...... ............ 

2,000 00 ............ 


58,2.?0 00 ............ 

............ ............ 

............ ............ 


............ 
... i5;559'30 ............ 

36,500 00 ............ 

1,000 00 ............ 


325 00 ............ 

500 00 ..... ,', .... 

............ ............ 
............ ............ 


............ ............ 
............ 
.. ..5;000·00 ............ 

6, l47 54 ............ 


91,6$5 00 ............ 

700 00 ........... 


4,030 00 ............ 

............
"'46;500·00 ............ 


3,O.H 57 ............ 

............ ............ ............ ............ 


............ ............
·..~o;ooo·oo ............ '''30;000'00 ............ 

............. ............ ............ "........... 


I Personal. Total. 

............ ............. ............ ............. ............ ............. 

."$i;oOO'oo "$6;000'00 ~ 
, ........... ............. ~ ............ 
............ 

............. 

............. :;.: 
............ 

143 14 .. ·.. ·",i43·i4 t; 

............ . ............ ~ 

....2;733·90 
3,107 75 

...... ...... 
2,7a3 90 
3,107 75 

I:'J 
'1l 
0 ............ ............. ~ ............ ............. "3 ............ ............. 

............ ............. 0 

............ ............. '>j 

............ ............. 

............ 
2.?0 00 . ... "'200'00 ~ 

tg 
............. ............. 
............ ............. 
............. ............. ............ ............. 
............ .............. 
............ ............. 
............ ............. 

262 S5 262 S5 
............ . ............ 
.. ..2;ii5·52 . ............ 

2,115 52 
............ ............. 
............ ............. 
............ ............. 
............ ............. 
............ ............. 



---

St. Elizabeth's Dispensary, Utica ............................................... . 
 ............ 
 ............ 

St. Peter's Hospital Dispensary, Albany........................................ .. 
............ 
 ............ 

St. Pct~r·8 Hospital Dispensary, B~ooklyn....................................... . 
 ............ 
 ............ 

Tompkms Sqnnre Hommopatlllo DIspensary, New york ........................ . 
 500 00 ............ 

West Side German Dispensary, Now york ...................................... .. 
 ............ 
 ............ 

Western Homwopathio Dispensary, Now york................................. .. 
............ 
 ............ 


Total..........................................................................I--:---I-~
$143,930 12$100,150 00 

............ 
............ 


... • .. 500·00 

............ 
............ 


............ 


........ " .... 
............ 
............ 
............ 


............ 


............ 
............ 


....il;iiJ2·36 

............ 
............ 


............. 


............. 


. .... 2;iOil·ss 

............. 


.... ........ 


I $334,080 12 $5,000 00 $11,715 51 $16,715 51 
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TABLE 27. 
"­

Showing the 1'eceipts of dispensaries for the year ending September 30, 1878. <::J,I 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Albany Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary .................. 

Albany City lIommopathic Dispensary.................... ,

Albany Hospital DiopenBary ................................. 

Atlantic Avenue Dispensary, Brooklyn...................... 

Brooklyn Central Dispensary .............................. , . 

Brooklyn City Dispensary .................................... 

lkooklyn Eclectic DisJ,lensary: ..... : ..................... ,.,. 

Bl"Ooklyn Hommopatlllc Hospital Dispensary ............... 

Bl'Ollklyn Orthopedic Infirmary.............................. 

UulIalo City Di,pensary ..... , .............................. ,. 

BUll:alo m'o and Ear Inllrmary............................... 

Bullnlo ommopathlc Free Dispensary...................... 

Central Dispensary, New York ............................. 

Delllllt Dispensary, New york.............................. 

Dispensary of tho Long Island College Hospital, nrookl~'n 

]llspensllry of the New York Medical College and HO'pltal


for 'VOlllCIl, Nu\v York... o. o ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Dhpensary of the Troy Hospital, Troy ...................... 

E:lsrcrtl DI.tl·iet Dispensar{-. Brooklyn, E. D ............ ". 

Ea,tern Dbpens:lry, New ork .............................. 

Eelcctic lIIUllical Disponsary, New york .................... 

l!'ree lI[etlicnl and SurgicallJispens.ing Associntion, BulInlo. 

Gates Ave,nne lIomm~nthic Dispensul'Y, 1l1'ooklYll ... 0 

H,lI'lem lJl8ponsllry. arlem. New york..................... 

IIoll'lnan l)i~pen8ary, Nc\v York ....... o.o.o ••••••••••• 0.0 •• 


llolllroopnthic Medical College Di)p'ensnry, New york ...... 

Illllrmary (Dispensary) 01 the New ork College oflJentistry.

Manhattan lJispensnry, MallhnttanVille, New York ........ 

NelV York Dispensary........................................ 

~ew York Ear lJispensary................................... 

~cw York Free Dispensary for Sick Children ............... 

New York Illllrmary Dispellsm·k............................. 
Northern Dispensary, New YOI' ............................. 

)<vrth·eastern Dispensary, New york ........................ 

North·eastern 1!omwopathic Dispensary, Xew Yor;,; ........ 


"0= ~.9 k.i='E f'tI 01 0 .,.~~ COd01 • 
,,~ "01=0;;:a~~ 1;lo ~.o~,~ c·­~ ;=: >,1Xi.c!.O Q;lcn w .;'" 0'"k ; ­en.... .... " ..~>'i) S"==:3~g"':>' cod ­ =e" =::- .....0 .... "'.c=». ~SV "'",~ " ..s= rn::3 "", .-'tI a~=~ So8 01 0"'.0.c::13 sg s'>ti 88 0'"'" "O'O't: o·... Q;Io.s~l:JO 3,P ~~ .... .1:''tI~~_o '0f:l0 ~ Q:l ~ E-t""' 

........... l:l>. ........... 
.. $450'00 
"i;6~9' ii 

66 47 

'$i;500 '00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 

$35 00 

51225 
"$lii4'oi 

W66 

$22900 
$1,950 00 

1,764 00 
3,75:3 12 
2,149 as 

~ 
§: 
too 

.......... ........... ~ 
"i;i(;;i'in .' ....79·~2 .. 'i;842'4i ~ $500 00 500 505 00 C 

410 45 
200 00 
500 00 

.... ioo·oo 
1,135 00 "2;i27'is . 'i,ooo'oo 

....
300'00 

6,072 63 
........... 

~ 
~ 

C 
":t 

250 00 66200 4,223 00 5,135 00 ... 
"o;s:i4'ili 5,000 00 577 00 ....S72·:ii '$5;500'00 "i7;783'63 ~ 

t1;
1,15042 IiUO 00 !i500 2,53000 700 00 88364 5,939 06 

.. • ..80·03 
1,094 85 

899 8~ 

i;500'00 25000 

1,500 00 
200 00 

4600 

....4iiJ·50 
.... ·28·50 

3041 
1990 .... ·76·43 

2D600 
1,528 50 
1,610 44 
1,734 25 

97625 

9612 "i;i24'7i "2;25;;'95 ........... 
3,476 78 

4,388 28 
741 19 .. "(,00'00 3600 

2,346 31 
16976 
38264 'i2;OOS'5l 4,5!H 04 

16,878 68 

"i;ii2"oo 200 00 
25000 

206 62 
27600 ....333·00 197 000 6m 62 

2,031 69 

20851 
2(;72J 
5Ull O(j 

500 00 
500 00 
20000 

..i;367 '72 
181 00 
90G 00 

89262 
22750 

1,600 00 "i;99i'ii 
.......... 1 

"'4;5il~'85 
3, 1m ~3 
1,704 OIl 



Xorth-we~tern Dispcnsarr, Nc~v York __ .................... . 
Orlhopc(lw DIspensary, :Sow 1: ork ......................... . 
l'"ughkcepsic Homwopathic lIIedical and Surgical Dispen-

o,ll'V .••••.•••.•.........•. , ••..•••••.•.•.•.•..•..•.•••••.... 
St. Elizaueth's Dispensary, Utica ....... , ..•...•...••........ 
St. Pelen Hospital Dispcn>ary, Aluany ..•..••.••...••..••. 
tit i'eICl"€ Hospital Dispensarv, nrooklyn ........ , ....... . 
'l'ompkms Square HOIllUJo)Jalhlc Dispensary, New York.. _. 
'Yest ;;ule ticr11lnn Dispensary, Xcw York...•......•••..•.. 
'Yc:;tcrn UomUJopathic Di.pcnsary, New york..••••••••.•.. 

----1
Total. ..................................................... $27,302 02 

·--­

........ 

82,000 00 

.'i;ooo'oo 

····250·00 
200 00 
25000 

$18,26000 

.',;a03' ia 

· .. ··54·00 

$13,?38 53 

....i9i;'70 

$8,089 10 $8,9'24 71 

..3;590'43 

911 85 

$29,16995 

··i4;6.i0·OO 
........... 
........... 
........... 
............ 

30400 
1,111 85 

65121 

$107,074 31' 



TABLE 28. 

Showing the expenditures of dispensaries jor the year ending September 30, 1878. 


L,{STITUTIONS. 

Albany Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary.•...•...•.... 
Albany City HonHeopatlllc Dispensary ••••.•..•••.••.•. 
Alban~ Hospital Dbpensary .......................... .. 
Atlantic Avenue DIspcnsa,'y, Brooklyn............... .. 
Brooklyn Central Dibl,ensary .......................... . 
Brooklyn City Dispensary.............................. . 
Brooklyn Ecfectic Disl'ensary.......................... . 
Brooklyn Hommopatlllc Hospital Dispensary .......... . 
Brooklyn Orthopetlic Infirmary t •.•..••.•.••••••.••••••. 
UuO'alo City Dispensary................................ .. 
:Uulfalo Eye and Ear Dispensary .•...•..•••.••••.••..•• 
Uulfalo IIommOpaLhic 1<'reo Dispensary............... .. 
Central Dispensary, Now york ........................ .. 
Demilt Dispensary, NolV york......................... . 
Di8pcnsary of tho Long Island College Hospital, Brook· 

Iyn..................................................... . 
Dispensary of the New y, rk Meuical College' anu 

Ilospital for 'Vornen, New york ..................... . 
Disjlensary of the Troy Hospital, 'froy ................ . 
Ea,tel'll District Dispensary, Brooklyn, E. D .......... . 
Eastern Dispensary, New york ....................... .. 
Eclectic Medical Dispensary, New York............. .. 
Free Meuical and Surgical DispcnslOg Association, 

Buffalo ............................................... .. 
Gates Avenue Hommopathlc Dispensary, Brooklyn •... 
lI""lem Dispensary, Harlem, Now york............... . 
IIoll'man Dispensary, New york........................ . 
lIolllru0l'athic Dispensary for Women and Childron, 

New'Y()rk ............................................ .. 
HOInruopathic Medical College Dispensary. New York. 
lllllrml!ry (Dispensary) of the New York Collego of 

Dentistry.............................................. . 
Manhattan Dispensary. Mllnhattam'ilIe, New york ••.. 
Now York Dispensary .................................. . 

'''$G~O'oo $1500 '''$350'00$47500 . $2.1 00 "$i;5i5'00
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New York Ear Dispensnry.............................. 

New York Free Dispensary for Siek Children .......... 

~ew York Infirmury DisJlensary l ..... .................. 

:S.,rthern Dbpel1snry, ~ew york ........................ 

North-eastern Dispensary, Ncw York ................... 

North·eustern Homruopathic Disl'pnsat·y, New York ... 
:Sorth,wcBtern Dispensary, New Yurk.................. 
Orthopedic Dispensary, New york...................... 
Poughkeepsie llommol'nthic l\I'H.licaland Surgical Dis· 

l)cnsnry...................................... 
to ••••••••• 

St. Eliza"oth's Dispensary, Uticu" ..................... 

St. I'eter's Hospital Dispensary, AlIlnlll' ................ 

St. Peter's Hospital DislwllAnrv, Brooklyn .............. 

Tompkins Square Homruopathfc Dbpcl1sary, New.York, 
'Vest Side German Djspc,.'sar'y, New Yurk.............. 
'Vcstern Horuroopntlllc Dlspendary, New YOl·k......... 

Total ................................................. 


• Accounts with ilospitnl. t Accounts with Brooklyn City Hospital, tAccounts with New York InJlrmary for Women and Children. 

...... 

2200 3719·.. ·7'25160 00 1,004 80 

·• ..472·1i'''67'753,000 0037500 
1,fi:!G ~2 80! 00 
27~ 00 58700 

"4;913'26 74200 1,704 76 

..· ..45·00 "527'52 ....2ili·3050 00 

Sl,3G72j :;'29,70771 1$2,25541 $16,59595$2.58116 
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24364 1,1026! 

.. i2;85i;'i;i"6;466' i-i 

........... 


........... 


........... 

"2si'00 Sf,s 52 ....434·82 752 12 

],11330 1,113 30 

$7,87595 $7,105 94 $22,47308 ::191,435 91$1,47346 
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TABLE 29. 

SluYwing the numb8'/' of beneficiary patients treated during the year ending Septemb8'/' 30, 1878. 


INSTITUTIONS. 

Albany Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary..................................................... .. 

Albany City Homeeol'athic Dispensary ......................................................... . 

Alban:)' Hospital Disponsary ................................................................... . 

Atlantic Avellue D,spensary, Bl"Ooklyn...................................................... .. 

Brooklyn Central DI.pensary ................................................................. .. 

lIrooklyn City IJbpensary...................................................................... .. 

BI'ooklyn Eclectic Dbpensarr...... : ........ · .. • ................................................ . 

llrooklyn Homeeop ,tUIC Hospital DIspensary................................................... . 

Brooklyn OrthopCllic Infirmary ................................................................. . 

llulralo City Dispensllry ......................................................................... . 

Buffalo Eye and Ear Infll'mar,Y.................................................................. . 

Buffalo Homeeopatllic Free DI"pensary ......................................................... . 

Central Dispensary, New York................................................................ . 

Demilt Dispensary. New york ..............,' ..............,.................................... . 

Dispensary of the Long Islanll Collego Hospital, Brooklyn.................................... . 

Dispensary of the New York Medical College and Hospital for Women, New york........... . 

Dispcnsary of the Troy 1I0spital, Troy ......................................................... . 

Eastern District Dispensary. BrooKlyn, E. D .................................................. .. 

Eastel'll Dispcnsal'y, New york, ................................................................. . 

Eclectic ~Ie,lical Dispensary, New york ........................................................ . 

}'ree )Ie<lical allli Surgical Dispensing Assoelatio!t, Bnffalo ...•••.•.••.•.•.........•••••.•..••.. 

Gates A,'enne I10mccupnthic Dispensary, Brooklyn............................................ . 

Harlem DIspcnsary,U;'lrlem, New York....................................................... . 

Hoffman Dispensary, Ncw York ................................................................ ' 

IIomlCopathic Dispensary for Women and Children, New york ............................. .. 

lIomeeopathic Medical College Dispensary, New York........................................ .. 

1n1lrmnry (Dispensary) of the New York College of Dentistry................................. . 

)lanhattall Dispensary, lIIanhattnnville, Nllw York ........................................... . 

New Y'lrk Dispensary ........................................................................... . 

Ncw York Ear Dispcnsary....................................................................... . 

Xew York F"eo Dispensary for Sick Children .................................................. , 

~ew York I~tlrmary Dispensary ............................................................... .. 

)iorthCl'n DIspensary, New york.............................................................. . 

North·easteru Disponoary, New york ......................................................... .. 

North·eastern IIomeeopnthic Dispensary New york.......................................... . 

;'orth·\Vestcl'u Dispensary, New York......................................... , ............... .. 


Number ofAt the At their Number of 
visits made. prescriptionsdispensary. residences. prepared. 

............ ...... ............ 
..... "i;482 157 4,44478 ............ ............ . ........... 
...... ·5;520 350 516 8,250 
7,682 ............ ............ 16,612 


10,231 ............ 17,117
........·i!i!i
7,004 ............ 9,059 

1l,3~5 689 8,26! 22,255 
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 .... · .... 200

337 28 318 
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.... • ..3;6~O 1.200 3,553 .. .... io;220 
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. ............ ~ 


............. 


....... ..... 
............ 226 435 . ........... ............. 
............ ............ ............ ............ ............. 
............ ............ ............ .............
· ...... 4;000 . ........... ............ ............ ............. 

469 ............ 
..... "4;275 '" ·.. ·;;;894 .. · ...... ·40136,780 89,222 
629 18 231 1,572 ............. 


3,883 ............ 7,160 56
...... • ..9956,170 497 2O,O~9 ............. 

19,031 3,698 11,mH 31,089 · .... · .. • .. 8620,068 2,715 6.783 58,987 
8,832 1,166 17,898 513 ............ ............ ............ ............ ............. 




O,·thoredlc Disrcnsar..-, New York....•.... , .•.. .................... ...... ..... .......... ....... 1,181 

Poughkecrsie Homroo'pathi" l\[edicaland Surgical Dispensary............................................. . 

St. 1~llznlJeth's Dispensary, Utica................................................................. 432 

S~ Peter's Hospital DispellsILry, Albany ....................................................... . 

M. I'eler's Hospital Dispensary, Brooklyn................................. ...................... .. ... ":i;468 

Tompkins Squaro Homroorathic Oi.'pcnsary, New york.................. ,..... ................ 9,892 

West Siele German Dispensary, New \·ork..........,............................................ 4,794 

,,'estern lIomOOopllthio Dispensary, NolV york.................................................. 9,678 


Total .......................................................................................... 1 266,385 


272 
 1,860 6, 1M ............. 
............ 
 ............ ............ 
 · .... · ...... 8 
.......... 
 ............ 350 

............ 
 ............ ............. 
............ 4,672 .............
.. · .. ·.. ·27i 987 26,785 368 
............ 6,440 231
· .... ·.. ·799 2,110 19,889 ............. 

'--~~~'---~~'---~~I----~27,834 62,134 543,944 8,903 
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TABLE 30. 

Showing the name and location of the several State alms-houses, t~e time at 
which the contract was entered into with the Slate, the extent of accommoda­
tion for State paupers in each, and the rates of support per week, 
respectively. 

Accommo- Rate 
!lations of snpportLocation. Date of cbntract.STATE ALMS-HOUSES. for State per 

paupers. week. 

October I, 1873Albany ........ .. 
 200
Albany city ...................... . 
 $250 
October I, 1873Suffolk county, .................. .. 
 150 
 200
~~f~la~~:: ::::::: October I, 1873 50
Delaware county.. , .............. . 
 225 

Octo:;!)r I, 1873 
 ]50St. Lawrence county, ............ . 
 Canton .......... . 
 200 


Bun'alo ....... .. 
Cctober I, 187:3 200
Erie county ...................... . 
 200 

Binghamton .... . January 1,187"TIt'oome county.••••..........•. 0. 
 50 
 200 

'Watertown .... .. Jnnuary 1, J875Jefferson county................. . 
 200
50 


January 1,IS7,)Onon,laga county ................ . 
 100 
 200
~,f~tb':s"I~:::::::: : June 20, 187; KlIl!)'s coullty ................... .. 
 200 
 250 

2,)Uome .......... .. 
December 28, 18i" 200
Onmda county ................... . 


'Vaterloo ...... ; .. January 1,18il' 200
Seneca county ................... . 
 25 

December 4, 1877Monroe county................. .. 
 Uochester ....••. 200
50 


1----1 
Total. • .... .. .... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. . .... . .. . 1,200 

TABLE 31. 

Showing the several State alms-houses to which State paupers were committed, 
and the changes occurring in the number under their care, from October 22, 
1873, to September 30, 1878. 

c:.> rn ' ... ...:"~Q -=""­....,£::~.0 •'" sal .,; ~~.~ .,; ..... "' .... 0" .,; 0·.... 0 
,,::l ... ~. 

",.~ '" pC S~ " ... ....,~~..;
.,8 ~ '" .=~ALMS·HOUSES. ~...., Q ~.: :s"g~ '" .S .....0 ~ °oC:::Q-9 '" ., ­
°0 £ .,; s,..., 

.~ 8~~ "" " .0 .: '"... ~~tg
~" A p., "'1 E-I asCl10~ A '" 

~ '" 
Albnny .................................. 
 615 89 5 88 8 400 10 6 

Bun'alo .. ...... ........... ............... 1,353 410 28 83 9 731 39 23 

Canton.................. ................. 69 14 2 4 1 34 2 12 

Delhi.................................... 43 15 18 1 6 3

Yaphank,. .............................. 897 45 3 75 1 745' 3 25 

Binghamton................ .. .... . .... .. 83 33 2 13 3 19 2 11 

Syracuse........................... .. ... 169 M 10 9:1 '" 8 

'Vatertown. .................... ......... 43 16 7 18 1 1 

}'Intbush, ........ , ........ .. .. ...... .... 244 (,'2 19 1 148 8 6 

Rome.... .... ... .... .. .. •.... ....... .. .. . no 22 1 9 1 4 3 10 

'Vatcrloo ........ ........ ...... .......... ]07 73...... H I 4 6 4 6 

Uochestcr ............................... 170 34 2 20. .. . 9'2 4 18 


Total. ................................ 3,8.l3 8W·1~ 360"29" ~92126 
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TABLE 32. 

Showing the ages of the State paupe1'S committed to the several State alms­
houses from October 22, 1873, to September 30, 1878. 

ALMS-HOUSES. 

h;:; 
" !~ 
.. g 
~h 
::: 
p 

~~ ~~ 
g~ "'''''' h= ~::: 

~~i- ...." 
• >."'0 ... fg~~§;3 ..=d~ 

Eo< Eo< -- ­ -- ­
146 126 
371 293 

13 13 
5 7 

347 2M 
12 21 
41 28 
9 8 

51 71 
6 17 

12 2! 
40 29 

],053 9<U 
---- ­

",'... 
... " 
""'" "::l 
h" 

~~>. 
~§a.,.. 
-- ­

!l6 
156 

7 
11 

134 
9 

25 
5 

36 
6 

16 
21 

522 
-- ­

"''' ... " "''''''"'~ h;l 
h 

~]:E
~dw:.,.. 
-- ­

61 
108 

:; 
7 

68 
7 

10 
1 

21 

'" 16 
]4 

~ 

"''' t>.. " g3"'d • 
h§~ "" . .... ~ 

"cO 
>."0 ~ <n"
-:::" ::;>. 
~dCll ...;n 0 
-- ­ -- ­

46 22 
87 50 
12 4 
7 4 

36 6 
6 16 
9 10 
3 2 

13 4 
4 7 

22 11 
]6 9 

2;il1145 

;i 
'0 
Eo< -- ­

615 
1,353 

69 
43 

8'J7 
~3 

169 
43 

24! 
50 

107 
]70-- ­

3,843 

Albany ......•.••••.. __ ...•. ____ 
Butralo ....•..•..•.••••......••.. 
Canton .....•••.•.••........••••. 
Delhi ..................... ____ ... 
Yaphank ,, __ .,, __ ........ ______ . 
Binghamton.......... ____ .. __ ... 
S,·rncusc......................... 
'Vatertown. .................... 
Flntbush ...... ____ .... __ .... __ ... 
Romo ............................ 
'Vaterloo ........ __ ......... ____ . 
Uochcster ... __ ...... __ .......... 

Total................ __ . __ .... 

118 
288 
15 

2 
42 
9 

46 
15 
48 
6 
6 

41 
-- ­

G36 

TABLE 33. 

Showing the changes which occuN'ed in the several State alms-houses during 
the year ending September 30, 1878. 

ltE1IAINING OCT.l,IS78. 

,AJ.MS-HOUSES. 

-------1-----­
II I .. __4 l.'i3 1.'i7 25 2 111 2 4: 2Alhnny ... __ .. __ .... . 6 

Ilutralo . ____ " .... __ . 19 29,j 3U 90 191 4, ]6 761 .... 23 
10 15 ~5 1 3 9 11 1 12Canton ... 0 ...... " ••• 

n"lhi. ............. .. 

1:1 2:~~) 2.'"l'! 25 1 15! 2 21 4 2.'; 

Binghamton ....... . 
HYaphank .......... .. 


11 11 2,; U 2 :\ 2 1 10 1 11 
U ;';7 43 17 2 13 3 6Syraeuse ........... . 
 8 

~Watcrtown ......... . 5 2 85 11 16 1 1 
Flatbush ........... . ~8 4 100 614 131 14.'; 6~ ·....2;\:J ~2 2.) 9 2I!nme .............. . 
 10 
"'alcrloo ........... . ~oa 3,l t6 5 2 3 6 U 

:a 2}{ochcoter .......... . ]7u 170 ~o 92 4 15 3 18 
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TABLE 34. 

,ShO'Wing the years in which the State paupers in the care of the several State 
alms-houses September 30, 1878, were committed. 

ALMS·HOUSES. 1874. 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. Total. 

--------------'----1·----1------­

----------1-­

Albany.... .... ............................................ 6 6 

~~~~~.::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::: 2 2 ~. ~ 1~ ~ 
Delhi ....................................................... . ..... . 
Yaphank.. ............................ ..... ......... ....... 
llinghamton............ ................................... 
Syracuse ................................................... 
1Vatertown ........ ............................ ............ . 

3 
2 
1 

1 
1 

3 
3 
1 
1 

13 
5 
6 

25 
11 
8 
1 

}'latbush..................... ............................... 
Rome .... ,..................................................
1Vaterloo. .................................... ............ 

1 
1 

1 
2 

6 
8 
3 

6 
10 
6 

Rochester. ... ................ ... .. .... .... .... .. .. ..... .. .. 18 18 
Transferred cases.. ....... ......... ........... ........ ..... 2 6 2 3 1 H 

Total... •... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. •.... .... •.. .. .. .... ..... 7 11 11 24 87 140 



REPORT 

ON THE 

STEUBEN COUNTY POOR HOUSE. 


By WILLIAM P. LETCHWORTH, Col'rIMISSIONER. 
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REPORT. 


To thtl State Boa1'd of (Jharitws: 

In conformity with the request of the Board, this report on the Steuben 
County Poor-House is submitted. The task of its preparation has not 
been an agreeable one, in view of the unhappy incidents connected with 
its history, and the necessity for criticism, while discharging a conscien­
tious duty. The attempt to do this, and to place no greater weight of 
blame in any quarter than the circumstances warranted, has made it the 
more delicate and difficult. 

The buildings provided by this county for its pauper class, have long 
. been inadequate, and are so arranged as not to effect a separation of the 
sexes, nor the classification of the inmates. 

A system, which comprehended that thorough and complete supervision 
necessary to a wholesome moral tone required for such institutions, was 
also lacking. 

These serious defects are a matter of tho greater surprise, in view of 
the known intelligence of the leading citizens of the county and its 
agricultural wealth; the assessed valuatiou of the real and personal 
property, beiug in Ul77, 619,674, 645. 

One of the unhappy consequences growing out of this cond~tion, has 
been the frequency of disastrous fires at the county poor-house, resulting, 
in each instance, in the destruction of property and the loss of life. The 
first of these fires of which we have record took place on the night of 
January 2d, 1839, and was caused, whether accidental or intentional is 
not known, by an insane pauper, Elias Williams, who was burned to 
death. 

The second occurred in August, 1859, at which time two old men, aged 
respectively eighty and ninety years, three insane men, and one idiot 
woman, were burned to death. 

A recent and still more disastrous fire took place April 7th, 1878, at 
which time sixteen persons were burned to death. As the circumstances 
attending this catastrophe demonstrate faults in poor-house construction 
and management, apparent in many other like institutions and making 
them subject at any time to a like visitation, it it! thought proper to 
enter more fully into its details than otherwise would be necessary. 
The building last burned had during the past six years twice caught 
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fire. These fires having occurred during the day-time were extinguished 
without material loss. 'l'his structure was of brick, shingle roofed and 
two storied, thirty by forty-four feet in size, and located about one hun­
dred feet distant from the main building. It was originally constructed, 
for the keeping of the insane panpers, and its windows were secured by 
strong, iron grates, which prevented all egress except at the doors. Its 
interior on the first floor was partitioned into -fourteen small rooms, 
ranged on either side of a main hall, intersected by a narrow transverse 
hall. These rooms contained single and double beds. 

The dimensions of the rooms containing single beds were about five by 
eight feet, and of those containing double beds, six by eight feet. 

The second floor was partitioned into six small rooms on one side of 
the main hall, and two large apartments on the opposite side. 

Of these six rooms, the dimensions were as follows: one, fiva by eight 
feet; four, seven by eight feet; and one, eight by eight feet. The two 
rooms on the opposite side, contained four beds each. 

The entrance to the first story was at the south end. of the building, 
and that to the second floor at the northeast corner, at the bottom of an 
enclosed flight of stairs, three feet six inches wide, with no communica­
tion between the two floors. 

The partitions were of pitch-pine plank, one and one-half inches in 
thickness, and not plastered. The floors were of pitch-pine also. 

The building was warmed by wood-burning stoves, one eitCh, in the 
npper and lower halls. The inmates were allowed the use of candles for 
light in the halls. The building had no water supply, nor any appli­
ances for the extinguishment of fires. 

At the time of the accident, forty-three persons occupied the building, 
eighteen of whom were males, being on the first floor, for the most part 
aged, feeble and infirm, comprising two who were blind, two crippled, 
and one an insane epileptic. 

Twenty-five women and children occupied the second floor. These 
:were mostly aged and infirm, of whom, one was blind and crippled and 
two idiotic. Of the children, three were boys and five girls. 

The fire was discovered about midnight, and originated on the lower 
floor, in a room occupied by L. C. Ford, an epileptic, who at intervals 
of from one to two months was subject to periods of excitement. 

At sucn times he was usually very troublesome, and had once attacked 
his keeper with a club. During this period, he was noisy, boisterous 
and quarrelsome. . Ordinarily he occupied quarters in another depart­
ment of the poor-house, but when excited, was confined in this 
building under the care of a pauper inmate, sixty-five years of age, 
infirm and with eyesight greatly defective, who had charge of the men's 
department of the building. This pauper had in his possession the key 
to Ford's cell, and up to the discovery of the fire it had not been opened 
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in three days. RiB food was passed through an aperture in tlle door of 
about nine by ten inches. 

Ford had been an inmate of the poor-house about two years, and 
was partially supported by a relative, who contributed one hundred 
dollars a year. The projJ1'iety of removing him to the Willard 
Asylum had been considered, but no action taken in this direction. It 
appears from the testimony of Dr. John R. Selover, a physician and 
surgeon residing in Bath, and formerly physician at the poor-house, 
that he was one of a commission appointed in July, 1876, to inquire into 
Ford's sanity. He testifies that a report was made to the superintend­
ents, which was left at the county house; that the commission decided 
that Ford was so far insane that he was an unfit person to remain there; 
that he told Mr. Carrington, and it is his impression, the superinten­
dent also, that Ford would kill some one yet, or that he would burn them 
np if he was not cared for. 

On the night in question, Ford was greatly excited up to nearly the 
time of the iin;,. He had torn his bed in pieces, and scattered the straw 
about on the floor. 

It appears from the testimony of the k~eper, that it was customary for 
him, by diI-ection of tJ1c supcl'intendellts to furnish the inmates with 
tobacco and pIpes, and they were allowed to smoke at pleasure during 
t.he day-time, but not after nine o'clock at night. The sane portion of the 
inmates were permitted to have mat.ches. Ford had been known to 
carry them upon his person and t.hey had occasionally been given him, 
two or three at a time, when he was considered rational. He was not 
searched for matches previous to his last incarceration. 

The fire spread rapidly, and as heretofore stated, no means being at 
hand for subduing it, was almost immediatoly beyond control before the 
keeper could be awakened and arrive at the spot. The outer door of the 
first floor was not fastened, but the exit door from the second floor was 
locked, which accounts for the greater loss of life among the females. 
The screams of the women, it is reported, aronsed the paramour of one 
of the females, and he, rushing to the scene, broke in one of the door­
panels and I'escned the object of his regard from the flames. Soon 
after, tce keeper and his assistants, with a piece of timber, broke in the 
door, the key of which, in his haste, had been forgotten and left in the 
honsp, and snch of the inmates as were at hand, were rescned. The smoke 
and flames, however, prevented him from ascending the stairs or making 
any farther attempt to save the lives of the inmate:,. 

A horrid sight was presented in the case of the man Ford, who, soon 
after the outbreak of the fire, was seen with his head thrust between the 
st.ont iron gT:ttings of his window, jumping up and down in his agony, 
w11iltl trying to withdraw Ilis head. His hair was burned off by the 
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flames which poured out of the windows about him; meanwhile, in the 
words of a witness, he was yelling "murder I" " let me out I " 

The total number of persons burned in the building was fifteen, and 
one man, named Hudson, a paralytic, who had crept from the burning 
building on his hands and knees, with his clothes on fire, died on the 
next day from the injuries he had received. 

The following is a complete list of the victims: 
L. C. Ford, insane epileptic, aged 48 years. 

David Curtis, a cripple, using crutches, aged 79 years. 

John Messinger, very deaf, aged 84 years. 

John Allivan, a cripple, having lost one leg by a railroad accident, 


aged 58 years. 
Buell M. Page, demented, subject to epileptic fits, aged 49 years. 
Edward Hudson, paralytic, aged 56 years. 
Betsy Smith, blind and idiotic, had been an inmate over 20 years, 

aged 63 years. 
Chloe Mudge, idiotic, an inmate for 20 years, aged 38 years. 
Rosa Welch, crippled and idiotic, an inmate 10 years, aged 20 years. 
Abigail Shultz, partially insane, aged 63 years. 
Julia Davis, idiotic, aged 38 years. 
Achsah Ranger, idiot, aged 27 years. 
Catherine Sullivan, insane, aged 71 years. 
Sarah Stone, colored, idiotic, aged 26 years. 
Jennie Mills, aged 4 years. 
Mary Hewitt, aged 14 months. 
The little girl, Jennie Mills, was a very bright, intelligent child. 

At the time of her admission, when about being consigned by the keeper 
to the care of one of the pauper women, she clung to him crying and 
begging that she might remain with him. Young as she was, she 
realized the uncongenial associations and her forlorn situation. The 
woman to whom she was given abandoned her to the flames, but saved 
her own child. 

The woman having charge of the other little girl, Mary Hewitt, 
likewise saved her own child, and left the little one in her care. to its fate. 

The other buildings through great exertion were saved, the loss being 
confined to the structure burned, the destruction of which was complete. 

The bodies of the victims were charred beyond recognition, and only 
fragmentary portions of the whole number could be found. 

It is customary for a committee of the board of snpervisors to visit 
and inspect the poor-house, and report its condition to the Board 
annually. This was done the previous fall. A committee of six was 
appointed for the purpose, who reported November 16th, 1877, that the 
average expense per week for each pauper was fOllnd to be ninety-five 
cents. It was further reported by the committee, that: 
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"The different departments connected with the poor-house we find in 
good condition. The different apartments are clean and well kept, the 
food for the paupers appearing good and sufficieut; the buildings in 
good repair and fences in good condition, and from all appearances the 
poor-house is under good management." 

The report was adopted, and the committee discharged. 
AppraIsers were also appointed to make au appraisal of the real and 

personal property belonging to the poor~house establishment and farm, 
who submitted to the Board January 15th, 1878, an inventory of all the 
property at the poor-house and on the farm, including household goods 
and the minutest articles in use of every description, in each depart­
meut. The Board was thus informed of the me!lons in the hands of the 
keeper to carry out their wishes. 

Notwithstanding the commendatory report of the committee, it 
appears that other county officials were aware of the true condition of 
affairs at the county house, and also cognizant of the insufficient provi­
sion made for the county poor. 

Alonzo Deyo, a supervisor, testifies, in substance, before the coroner, 
as follows: That he had been three years a supervisor; that he was a 
committee appointed by the board of supervisors to investigate the.county 
house affairs; that he was instructedto investigate the mauagementof the 
superintendents, and the general condition of affairs at the county house, 
and that two other supervisors assisted him. The investigation began 

.	in January, 1878, and continued steadily for three weeks; and it was 
found that there were no well-defined rules and regulations for the 
government of the inmates of the institution; that it was over-crowded; 
that more was put upon the superintendents than would admit of being 
properly performed; that the superintendents had never made any 
complaints to the board of snpervisors, to his knowledge; that he con­
sidered the buildings totally inadequate to the requirements of the 
inmates; that Mr. Carrington's help was· totally insufficieut for the 
duties of his office, and he saw but one man whom he considered com­
petent to properly assist l\Ir. Carrington, whom .he understood to be the 
hired man; that some of the beds were so worn out that the straw 
protruded; that they were in very poor condition, hardly worthy of the 
name of beds; and that in one of the poorly-ventilated buildings there 
were double the number of persons that could properly occupy them; 
that. he was unable to find any room that he considered suitable for a 
sick-room or hospital; that he did not discover any sewerage or drain­
age from any of the buildings; that the barns were in good condition, 
large and roomy; and in his opinidn sllfficient for the convenience and 
care of the farm stock, and that they were far better in proportion than 
the provision made for the care of the panpers. 

Mr. James S. McKay, chairman of the board of superintendents of the 
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poor, testified before the coroner substantially as follows: That he was 
in the habit of meeting the other superintendents at the county house 
once in each month; that he did not know the nature of epilepsy, and 
he was not familiar with the treatment of the insane in insane asylums; 
that the superintendents of the poor had consulted with Mr. Carrington 
as to the desirability of having the buildings arranged so as to keep the 
men and women apart, but as there was no provision made by the board 
of supervisors, they could not do it; that there were none of the build­
ings at the county house adequate to their uses-to use his precise lan­
guage, "fit to keep human beings in;" that the board of superintend': 
ents had enacted all the rules and regulations "that the facilities they 
had would allow;" that there was not sufficient help to take care of.the 
paupers, but that he supposed they had employed all the assistants 
that they were empowered to do. 

Another of the superintendents of the poor, Mr. George S. Braisted, 
testified substantially as follows: That, as a member of the boord of 
superintendents, they never adopted any rules or regulations for the 
government of the inmates of the county house; that while he supposed 
rules had been made he had never seen any that were printed. He 
states: " That when a uew member of the board comes into office, there 
are always two who have been in before him, and he has little to say or 
do in regard to the government of the concern, and the rules that were 
governing the institution were rules that had been made before. I knew 
nothing of rules made before I carne in, or nothing of who made them. 
I did endeavor to have rules established when my term commenced." He 
further testifies: That he was at the county house when the board of 
supervisors sent their committee there at their last annual meeting, and 
that he directed their attention to the overcrowded condition of the 
buildings, and that he considered that the board of superintendents 
had done all they could in the way of ventilating the buildings and in 
proper management under the circumstances; that he believed that the 
superintendents transcended their power in putting up any buildings 
however trivial; and that the superintendents had been governed by the 
rules and customs of their predecessors; or, to use his own language, 
" when I carne into office, I found the machine running in a certain way 
and, except with occasional change, it has been running in the same 
way ever since." 

The keeper avers that he has frequently called the attention of the 
snperintendents of the pOOl' to what he deemed to be the unsafe condi­
tion of the buildings, and the inadequate means at his disposal to pro­
perly snpervise and care for the inmates under his charge. 

Upon the 24th day of April last, seventeen days after the fire, I visited 
the county poor-house accompanied by the Secretary of this Board. A 
carefnl inspection was t.hen made of the premises. Inquiry was also 
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made into the circumstances attending the fire, and the facts noted. It 
was found that an inquest already referred to had been held by the 
coroner, and a large amount of testimony taken in relation to the event. 
Upon examination of the testimony, and from conversations held with 
reliable citizens of the county, it appeared that the essential facts had 
been elicited. The verdict of the coroner's jury will be found appended 
to this report. 

The following information, gathered at the time of this visitation, is 
herewith presented, as serving to illustrate the administration of the 
poor department in Steuben county at that time. 

The total number of inmates at the time of the visitation, was 97 of 
whom 64 were males, and 33 were females. A large number of these 
were aged persons-twenty-seven men and fifteen women being over 
sixty years old. 

There were two insane women and one insane man; two male and 
two female epileptics, one male paralytic, three male idiots, five middle­
aged vagrant men, and six middle-aged vagrant women; also four 
children under three years of age, and four over three years. These. it 
was stated, were soon to be sent to asylums at Rochester, which has since 
been done. 

As showing the helpless character of the inmates, the keeper said "only 
one-third could be trusted to take care of themselves." The yearly aver­
age number of paupers during the keeper's administration of six years, 
he states to be 125. 

A distinction exists in this county between town and county paupers. 
The number of county paupers was thirty-nine; chargeable to towns, 
fifty-eight. 

The main building of the poor-house is two stories high. The firSt 
story is of stone and the upper of brick. This building was built about 
forty-four years ago, is greatly dilapidated, the walls having fissures 
and the material loose in many places, giving to the whole structlll'e an 
appearance of insecurity. The apartments are inconveniently arranged, 
the ceilings only eight feet three inches high, the stairs narrow and 
steep, and the house has no means of ventilation. The doors are mis­
shapen through age and use, and the panels in some cases split and 
broken. The plastering is cracked and uneven from frequent patchings ; 
there are no clothes-presses in the rooms, and more or less garments are 
hung upon the walls, thereby increasing the danger of fire from the 
candles in nse. The general appearance of the interior was depressing 
and gloomy. This building is occupied by the keeper and his family, 
and gives shelter to most of the female paupers. The men are scattered 
in the various detached buildings, which also contain some of the aged 
Women. The buildings throughout are warmed by stoves; the water is 
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brought through pipes from a spring for drinking and cooking purposes, 
and from the creek for washing and scrubbing. 

No classification of the inmates exists. The sexes mingle unrestricted 
during the day. They are locked up at night as far as practicable, but 
a separation of the sexes cannot be wholly effected. Since the term of 
the present keeper, six years, it is stated that three illegitimate children 
have been born in the house from illicit intercourse with pauper inmates, 
and an examination of the institution makes it a matter of surprise that 
the number is not greater. 

During the time of this visitation, young women were passing to and 
fro in the yard and in and out of the buildings occupied by the 
men, and. there seemed to be no means to pl!event this association. 
Two of these attracted attention by their wanton manner; one was the 
mother of two children, bo1'l1 in the honse, and the other was said to be 
atllicted with a loathsome disease. They were continually passing in 
and out of the men's quarters, and no check could be put upon their 
movements, except by locking them in their rooms. 

The keeper complained that he was annoyed, in the evenings of 
pleasant summer weather and on Sundays, by disreputable prowlers 
about the premises, who effected stolen interviews with certaiu of the 
debased female inmates. It should be remarked that back of the poor­
house, and not far dist.ant, are wooded hills. 

The officers and employees charged with the sole care of ninety-seven 
inmates, mostly sick, infirm and enfeebled, and also responsible for t.he 
proper husbandry of the farm of two hundred acres, are the keeper and 
his wife, a hired man, a hired woman for the family of the keeper, and 
one hired woman to superintend the cooking for the inmates. No night 
watch is employed, nor any person to attend the sick. The wife of the 
keeper bestows upon them such attention liS her other manifold duties 
will permit. 

The physician to the county house is paid the sum of $45,50 per year; 
is engaged to visit the sick once a week, and from the small sum received 
is requil'ed to furnish all the medicines used. 

It appears that, at one time, the keeper set apart a room for a hospital 
ward, but afterwards the building became so crowded that he was obliged 
to use it for other purposes. On the occasion of this visit an interview 
was had with the supervisor of the town of Bath, one of the superin­
tendents of the poor, and the keeper of the poor-house, and the services 
of the board was tendered to the county officials in case they should be 
desired, to aid iu perfecting any plaus for new buildings for the county 
house, The board of supervisors were then soon to convene, and it wa~ 
expected that an appropriation would be made for this object. On tho 
6th day of May last a reqnest was made by telegraph to the Secre­
tary by the superintendents of the poor to meet them at Bath and confer 
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upon this subject, the board of supervisors having convened. As the 
request immediately preceded an important meeting of the executive 
committee, it was impracticable for the Secretary to leave. In order, 
however, that the disinterested intentions of the board might be fully 
understood, a letter was addressed by the president to the chairman of 
the board of supervisors, after learning that an appropriation of $3,000 
had been made for building purposes, again offering gratuitously the 
services of the Board, and the use of plans in the office and the attend­
ance of its officers in Steuben county, on due notice being made by the 
county officials. No application was made to this office in response to 
this offer. 

On the 7th day of October, a second visit was made by the undersigned 
to the poor-house of Steuben county, and the following notes were 
then taken: 

"A new brick building has been erected Oil the site of the one 
burned in April last. It was expected to make the old foundations 
available, and this immaterial consideration it seems had some weight 
in determining its location; but upon proceeding to build, they found it 
to be of little use. The building, which is intended solely for the use of 
men, is fifty feet in length, and of the same width as the old building, 
two stories high with a slate roof. The ceilings of the lower rooms are 
ten feet, and the upper rooms nine. The building is sufficiently lighted 
at the ends; but its east and west sides show but six openings in a 
distance of fifty feet, three on either floor to each side. . These are 
small, the . light-space being only two feet four inches by four feet 
ten inches. No provision has been made for ventilation, excepting the 
man-hole to the attic in the upper ceiling. It was stated that it is not 
intended to calTY the water by pipes into the bnilding. The apartments 
will be warmed by stoves. Below, the space is partitioned into a large 
sitting-room, occupying the entire front, in rear of which is a hall; on 
each. side is a bed-room for old men too feeble to go up stairs, adjoining 
which, on each side, is a secure-room or cell for refractOl'y cases, and 
lunatics, temporarily detained. There is, also, a small wash-room. The 
upper floor may be reached by an inside stairway and an outside flight 
of steps. It is used for a single dormitory. It is intended to furnish it 
with new bedsteads. 

"There ha.s also been constructed a two-story frame cottage, the 
general dimensions of which are forty by forty feet; underneath is a good 
cellar designed to be used as a meat store-room. The building is 
planned to accommodate the keeper's family, and furnisl1 an office for the 
superintendents of the poor. It seems to be well adapted to its pur­
pose. Upon the removal of the keeper to his new quarters, the main 
building is intended to be used solely by women. 

"Notwithstanding the expenditures made for the new structures, 
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unfortunately their location is such that the promiscuous commingling of 
the inmates is not corrected. On the contrary, the reprehensible 
features of the old system are perpetuated. During the visit they 
were, as heretofore, so strikingly apparent as to make the inspection of 
the institution a painful duty. In the wash-house building were men and 
women; some of the latter had become mothers or were about to become 
so. Oue woman, with a jaunty-looking cap perched on her head, was 
sitting on a table entertaining, in a pert manner, several men about 
her. One stout woman was engaged in stirring with a stick the boiling 
clothes in two large, steaming caldrons Ileal' the center of the room, 
while others, of both sexes, were sitting or standing listlessly around. 

" In consequence of the fire, although the number of the more help­
less inmates had been reduced by this catastrophe, all the buildings were 
greatly crowded with beds, as was the attic of the wood-shed, where 
thirteen women slept; and ill one department of the meat and CQl'Il­

honse were seven beds. One of the buildings is called "the old 
toll-gate," from having been removed from the turnpike some twelve 
years ago, after serving its original purpose. The incongruous appro­
pI'iat.ion of this to its present use, for which it is illy adapted, seems to 
have been done in pursuance of a rigid policy of fals0 economy. A. 
particular descripCon of this building would be necessary to make 
apparont its utter unfitness for the nses to which it has been appro­
priated in connection with the county poor-house. It is forty-two feet 
long, and only sixteen and a half feet wide with low ceilings. It is 
literally packed with inmates 'fhe lower front end is partitioned into 
rooms for old men and women. The back part is used by men. 

"One of the inmates here was a congenibl idiot, dressed in a long, 
brown-cotton gown. 'l'his was his sole covering, with the exception of a 
cotton undergarment. The upper part of this building is partitioned 
into two sleeping-rooms; one of these, occupied by old men, is twenty­
seven and a half feet long, with the ceiling shaped to the roof, only 
three feet eight inches high in the eenter It h:ts no ventilation what­
ever, and only one small-sized window at one end. The plastering was 
patched and cracked. Here were eight old rickety and literally worth­
less bedsteads and bunks. The sheets were greatly soiled, the beds 
nnmade"the straw in places protruding from the ticks; much of the 
bed covering was rag3'ed and brown with long use On these miserable 
beds were stretched three feeble old men, whose emaciated faces, in 
their ghastly paleness, contrasted strongly with the dark shadows of the 
dimly lighted room. 

" The keeper stated he was obliged to sleep thirteen persons in this 
confined space. Seemingly cobwebs festooned every angle of the room, 
while the innumerable blood spots on the wall showed't.hat vermin h:J.d 
invincibly taken possession of the apartment. The scene here presented 
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was one of such utter aud woeful wretchedness as to render a full descrip­
tion impossible. It was stated by the keeper that it was the intention 
of the superintendents to remove the inmates from this building to the 
new brick structure, when the latter was completed." 

Upon whom rest the responsibility of the recent disaster, and the ills 
that affiict this community, opinions will differ. It has been shown that 
the keeper of the poor-house at different times had brought the atten­
tion of the superintendents of the poor to his lack of means for the 
proper discharge of his duty, and it appears, as already stated, that one 
of the superintendents of the poor took pains to show to the committee 
of the board of supervisors, at the time of their visit, the overcrowded 
condition of the buildings, while the view of the board of supervisors 
is indicated in the acceptance of the report of their committee. 

The local press, at various ti~es, has directed public attention to the 
evils and abuses o.f their county-house system, and. it would seem, on the 
whole, that the citizens of the county must generally be acquainted 
with the condition of the charity. . 

As to how this long-standing wrong against humanity can be cor­
rected, is a subject worthy of the serious consideration of the philan­
thropist and the legislator. 

Respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM P. LETCHWORTH, 

Oommissioner. 
Dated at ALBANY, N. Y., December 10, 1878. 
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APPENDIX. 


VERDICT OF THE CORONER'S JURY. 

The Verdict. 
STATE OF NEW YORK,} • 

Steuben County, SS .. 

At an inquest indented and taken the 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
days of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-eight, for the people of the State of New York, in the town of 
Bath, in said county, before Charles H. Bennett, one of the coroners of 
said county, on view of the body of Edward Hudson, then and there 
lying dead, upon the oaths of Theodore Silsbee, Byron A. Todd, Orson 
Higgins, Joseph C. Dudley, James Parks, S. Dimmick LeGro and Watts 
Bushnell, good lawful men of said county, who, being sworn and charged 
to inquire how and after what manner the said Edward Hudson came to 
his death, do say, upon oath aforesaid, that he came to his death, April 
8th, 1878, by burns and bruises received in and while trying to escape 
from the brick building known as the new brick building, built and 
known as the building for the insane and other paupers in Steuben 
county, while on fire April 7th, 1878. From evidence furnished, we find 
the fire to have originated in the cell occupied by L. C. Ford, and sup­
posed to have been kindled by him while laboring under a fit of lunacy, 
to which he had been subject. We find that L. C. Ford, Edward Hud­
son, David Curtis, John Messenger, John Alivan, Bud M. Page, Betsey 
Smith, Chloe Mudge, Julia Davis, Rosa Welsh, Abigail Shults, Jennie 
Mills, Axy Ranger, Catherine Sullivan, Mary Hewitt, Sady Stone 
came to their deaths in an accidental manner as the evidence shows. We 
find that the keeper of the county house has used all due precaution to 
guard against fires, and at the burning of the building known as new 
brick, in which the persons above mentioned came to their death, brought 
into use all available means that he had at his command to rescue those 
who could be reached, and save as many lives as he could, and prevent 
the destruction of property. We think the first place to lay the respon­
sibilityof this great calamity is at the door of the citizens and tax-payers 
of the county for not directing their supervisors to make ample approria­
tions for safe and commodious accommodations for the inmates of our 
poor-house. Second: to the board of supervisors for not insisting on 
better care, and a more careful inspection as to the affairs of the county 
buildings and surroundings. Also, to the superintendents for not pro­
viding better facilities for quenching fires, and more and better means of 
egress from the sleeping apartments, knowing the helplessness of the 
class of persons that, from want of better accommodations, are obliged to 
room there, and for not persisting in the removal of L. C. Ford, after 
receiving information that he was not a proper person to remain at the 
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poor-house. We recommend that our board of supervisors immediately 
make au ample appropriation for suitable buildings, to be better venti­
lated and guarded against fires. The building that has just been burned 
was considered the best on the farm that was used by paupers, and, if 
the evideuce of thirty witnesses is to be relied on, was poor enough; and 
by our superintendents promptly removing all such persons as L. C. Ford, 
and placing an outside flight of stairs as a means of egress from the 
building used for sleeping rooms, such a calamity as we have just had 
may be averted. 

THEODORE A. SILSBEE, Foreman. 
ORSON HIGGINS, 

BYRON A. TODD, 
JOSEPH C. DUDLEY, 

JAMES PARKS, 
S. DIMMICK LEGRO, 
WATTS BUSHNELL, 

C. H. BENNETT, OO'1'oner. 

STATE OF NEW YORK,} • 
Steuben Oounty, SS•• 

At an inquest indented and taken the 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
days of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-eight, for the people of the State of New York, in the town of 
Bath, in said county, before Charles H. Bennett, one of the coroners of 
said county, on view of the body of Edward Hudson, then and there 
lying dead, upon the oath of John Hassett, a good and lawful man of 
said county, who, being sworn and charged to inquire how and after 
what manner the said Edward Hudson came to his death, does say, upOn 
oath aforesaid, that he came to his death by burns and bruises received 
in, and while trying to escape from, the brick building known as the new 
brick, built and known as the building for the insane and other paupers 
in Steuben county, while on fire, April 7th, 1878, I find from the evidence 
produced that Edward Hudson, L. C. Ford, David Curtis, John Mes­
senger, John Alivan, Bud M. Page, Betsey Smith, Chloe Mudge, Julia 
Davis, Rosa Welsh, Abigail Shults, Jennie Mills, Achsah Ranger, Cathe­

_rine Stlllivan, Mary Hewitt and Sady St,one came to their death through 
the gross negligence of the board of supervisors in not providing suitable 
buildings for the accommodation and protectiQn of the paupers kept at 
the county poor-house, and I find the board of supervisors, and each 
member of that board, guilty of manslaughter in the fourth degree. 

JOHN HASSETT. 
J. H. BENNETT, OO'1'O'Tle1'. 
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PLANS FOR POOR-I-IOUSES. 

To the State Board of Charities: 

The absence in architectural literature of plans and de'scriptions of 
buildings adapted to a population so mixed and characteristic as that of 
county poor-houses, has rendered the task assigned me by the Board, of 
preparing plans for these institntions more difficult and its necessity 
more obvious. 

The wor!( has been performed as well as possible with such means as 
were accessible, aEer a careful and patient study of the subject. \Vhile 
it has been deemed advisable to profit by the experience of officials in 
our own St.ate, great pains have been taken to make available the opin­
ions of those in o~her States. Several of the Western States, in which 
modern ideas have been largely developed in the projecting of new 
institutions, have been visited; also all of the New England States 
having city alms-houses or institutions similar to our county poor-houses; 
and copious notes of their principal features have been taken. 

A correspondence has also been opened with the various Boards of 
State Charities and State Boards of Health of other States, to whom 
I am largely indebted for valuable information, including ground plans 
of buildings, which have been of great service in the preparation of 
what is now submitted. 

It should be stated at the outset that the words "poor-house" and 
" alms-house" will be used as synonymous terms in this report. 

POOR-HOUSES OF OTHER STATES. 

In several States the Boards of Charities and Boards of Health have 
already adopted and recommended plans for their pauper institutions. 

, In other States the subject is under consideration. The need for some­
thing of the kind is everywhere urgently felt. 

PENNS1'LVANIA. 

Dr. Diller J"uther, Secretary of the Board of Charities of the Common­
wealth of Pennsylvania, writes as follows: 

" This board has no official plans for poor-houses. Our attention has 
been frequently called to the subject, and no little thought has been 
given to it, s:1tisfied, as we have been, that the plan and alTangement of 
this important class of public buildings should no longer be made to 
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depend upon the crude notions of t.hose who, from unavoidable circum­
sta:J.ces, Jack the kuowlcuJ"o which h; essential for the purpose. As tho 
matter is so important, ihe intention of adopting a plan adapted to the 
present wants, and. calcubted to ensure such care and treatment as a 
jnst. and. intelligent humanity demand.s, has by no means been aban­
doned." 

Y1I3CONSIN. 

Hon. H. II. Giles, of the Wisconsin State Board of Charities and 
Reform, writes: 

" None of our poor-houses recently built provide accommodations fot 
more than about one hundred inmates. In general terms, they consist 
of a central building and wings OIl each side; the main b1lilding pro­
jects in front, and is used (~he front) for adminif'trative purposes; we 
thus get a complete separation of the sexes. 'Ve have thus far had 
none erected costing over about 812,000. We have yet no plan to 
recommend.. When applied to by county authorities, we refer them to 
the best buildings already erected, and make such suggestions as we 
tlJink will improve them for the use of the county applying. We have 
discussed the same subject that now occupies the attention of your 
Board, and while we can give you no suggestions that would promote 
your inquiries, we shall be very glad to be aided by the light you may 
be able to furnish us." 

ILLINOIS. 

There are a number of good alms-houses in the State of Illinois. The 
Secretary of the Board of Public Charities of that State, Rev. F. H. 
Wines, has courteously furnished the plan of one at Peoria, which is 
herewith presented on Plate 1. 

No particular description of the foregoing has been furnished. It will 
be seen, however, that certajn features essential to such institutions have 
been incorporated. In commenting upon the subject of alms-house con­
struction, Rev. Mr. Wines says: "We have in Illinois no plan of an 
alms-house which we regard as complete; but were we projecting one, 
we should consider the following points: 

"First. What are the parts of a complete building for the purpose f 
"Second. What size should each part be to accomplish its functions 

successfully and economically? 
"Third. How can these parts be best arranged in combination with 

each other, to preserve their natural relat.ions and save waste of time and 
labor in actual use? 

" The parts of an alms-house are two separate wings of dormitories, 
for the two classes, separate dining rooms, a common kitchen and 
laundry department, apartments for the keeper and his family and the 
minor apartments, such as bathing-rooms, etc. The numher of these 
must depend upon the requirements of t.he county and. i~s ability to 
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meet t.he demands of the highest humanity. * * * Our best alms­
hOllses are heated by steam; those please me most t.hat have the general 
ail' of a hospital. The wings are sometimes made parallel and sepa­
rated uy a cross building for the keeper's use, and sometimes extend in 
opposite directions on a single line, with a central building, for adminis­
trative purposes, between." 

OHIO. 

In Ohio a plan for a model poor-house was adopted by the State Board 
of Charities, in 1870, which has beeu kindly furnished by the Rev. A. 
G. Byers, its Secretary. Experience in its application has shown the 
desirability of change in certain respects, and that Board is now engaged 
in preparing a new plan in which, among other changes, it is proposed 
t.o remove the laundry from inider the kitchen; and the insane depart­
ment, located at the rear extremity of each wing, is to be omitted-this 
class being mainly brought under State car~. A careful study of the 
subject has been made by the Hon. Joseph Perkins, a Commissioner of 
t.hat Board, who prepared the 'original plan, and whose later views sug­
gested the changes above noted. 

'rhe Ohio plan of 1870 is shown in the accompanying Plate II. 

:MARYLAND. 

A plan for an alms-house, as shown on Plate III, has been prepared by 
the State Board of Health of Maryland. Although having a different 
object in view from that which is here sought, it may afford valuable 
suggestions. The design is for a district or union alms-house in combina­
tion with a work-house. In its construction it embodies the principle of 
classification, and is intended to facilitate industrial pursuits and promote 
an economic management. It is thought here, "That every inmate of the 
establishment capable of physical exertion should be set to work, the 
habit of useful industry being itself a saving means of grace." It is 
deemed by the same authority that the following considerations should 
receive attention in devising allY plan for a poor-house building: 
" Every inmate should have air, light, sunshine and an opportunity to 
cultivate flowers, to earn the enjoyment of music and books; each 
should be taught habits of cleanliness and order, self-respect and a 
worthy ambition. The influences which maintain morality in the moral, 
will go far towards inducing morality in the immoral." 

Mr. J. Crawford Neilson, Architect, describes tho Maryland plan 
as follo\vs: 

" It shows the first floor of a building intended to accommodate about 
two hundred and fifty persons. It will be tInee stories hit,;'h, and wh:lo 
the divisions of the wings and of the superintendent's building will be 
continued throughout the st.ories, the two upper floors of the central 
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building will each be occupied by a corridor and eight rooms, giving 
sixteen rooms to be used for such inmates as would not be well located 
in the large dormitories of sixteen lleds each. There would be an iron 
stairway in each block; the heating should· be by low steam; the boiler 
would be placed in a cellar under the middle of the front, and a large 
shaft, bounding on one side of the corridor, would help to ventilate the 
building. The corridors and blocks are so arranged that in summer 
the air admitted through open windows will sweep through the building. 
In winter light is largely admitted, but the rooms are all protected 
from drafts. The large room containing the oven, marked 'Baker,' 
will also be used in connect.ion with the large shed as a laundry. The 
small auxiliary buildings are not shown on this plan, as their po~ition 
would depend so much on the nature of the ground; neither is there 
any indication of drainage for the same reason, and because the use of 
conveniences depending upon the supply of water cannot be determined 
in advance of a knowledge of the site. This plan of building is sus­
ceptible of indefinite extension by either whole or half-blocks on a con­
tinued corridor. In the nse of the building, the dining-room would be 
occupied by the sexes alternately. In some situations the buildings 
might be set high above ground, over a cellar story to be used for work­
shops. In other places there might be only cellar enough for winter 
storage and for heating, and the shops built adjacent to the wings for 
men." 

NEW ENGLAND. 

Most of the New Englund States have adopted the town system in the 
rural di.3tricts in caring for their paupers, and the cities have alms­
houses in their suburban localities. These institutions were generally 
found to be models of order and neatness; but while the :esthetic sense 
was grat.ified in the appreciation of the beautiful, shown by the laying 
out of the grounds, their smoothly shaven lawns, and shade-trees and 
flower-patches, the buildings themselves were generally old, and lacked 
the mouern improvements in their plan and arrangement. 

The Secretary of the American Social Science Association, Hon. F. B. 
Sanborn, late a Commissioner of the Board of State Charities of 
Massachusetts. has prepared, at considerable pains, in the form of a letter 
which will be found appended to this report, an elaborate review, com­
prehending not only the question of poor-house building, but also the 
broad subject of charitable relief, as it relates to that State. His long 
familiarity with the work, as well as the fund of statistical information 
at his disposal, by reason of his official connections, gives special value 
to his views. 
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POOR-HOUSES OF NEW YORK STATE. 

In our own State there are a number of poor-houses, which, though 
not perfect models, yet serve to show the advance made among our­
selves in t.his direction. As specimens of these, may be mentioned the 
Monroe County Poor-house and the Chautauqua County Poor-house. 

MONROE COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

The Monroe County Poor-house more properly belongs to the larger 
class of institutious of this character, being d€signed to accommodate 
five hundred inmates. While planned to effect a separation of the 
sexes, and to secure the greatest benefit from sunlight and other essen­
tial points, it is, nevertheless, deemed defective in having been built 
with a basement, in the place of a good cellar. 

The ground plan and an elevated view of this building, with a 
des~ription, were published in the Sixth Annual Report of this Board, 
page 85. 

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

The Chautauqua County Poor-house is nearer the usual size of county 
poor-houses in the country. It will properly accommodate about one 
hundred and seventy-five inmates; is of brick, three stories high, and 
has a frontage of one hundred and four feet. In this poor-house the 
basement is dispensed with, and a cellar substituted. 

An elevated view of the building will be found on the first page of the 
Fifth Annual Report of this Board. 

The diagrams of the several floors are here presented on Plates IV, V 
and VI. 

Certain objections are obvious in this plan. Among these, on the first 
floor, are the dose proximity of the wings to the kitchen; the separa­
tion of the kitchen from the dining-rooms by an intermediate hall, 
which must be largely used; the location of the invalid sitting aud bed­
room off of the dining-room; the obstruction of the main hall at one 
extremity by a water-closet, and at the other by a pantry, thus shutting 
off light and ventilation; on the second floor, the large space appropri­
ated to the superintendents' rooms, which are required but a small 
portion of the time. It should be stated that the plan embodies no 
hospital wards or rooms for the sick, these being provided for in a. 
separate, two-story building. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS. 

Having, as already mentioned, made perRonal inspection of buildings 
for poor-houses and similar inst.itutions in othf'~ States, and examined 
carefnlly the plans that have originated in the Boards of State Charities 
auJ. Boards of Health, and obtained the opinions of a large number of 
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experts, I submit, with great diffidence as to the accuracy of my judg­
ment, what seem to be natural conclusions. 

LOCATION. 

An important point to be considered, in connection with any project 
for the building of a poor-house, is its location. Some differences of 
opinion exist as to whether in the rural districts it should be built re­
motcly from a village and secluded, or whether it should be near it, 
that is to say, within two or three miles, and quite accessible to a popu­
lous center. In the first instance, greater seclusion is afforded to the in­
mates, and, possibly, a small saving effected in the purchase of certain 
of its supplies. On the other hand, a location near a town makes it 
more accessible to a larger portion of its representative population and 
to the bencvolent who take interest in such institutions-an interest 
which, as has been seen in many cases, brings about a higher standard 
of care and discipline. While the cost of some of the supplies may 'be 
increased by a location near a village or city, that of' others will be 
lessened, and the products of the farm, which are oftentimes in excess 
of the wants of the inmates, are more readily marketed and at higher 
prices. The advantages will probably preponderate in favor of a loca­
tion, where the dispensation of the public fnnds can be brought most 
directly under the eye of the people. At all events, it should, if pos­
sible, be in near proximity to a railroad station, or npon the line of a 
streot rai1road communicating with the town. 

The following points are deemed primarily essential in the selection 
of any location: 

Fint. A good qualit.y of soil, easily tilled, and adapted to both gar­
dening and farming pnrpoj~:. 

Second. A bountiful supp~y of good water, the source of which, if pos­
sible, should be so elevated that by natural pressure the water will be 
forced to every part of the establishment. 

'.J.'/iird. A site affording facilities for good drainage, and free from 
uuwholesome atmospheric influences. 

DRAINAGE. 

A site which affords facilities for good drainage and sewerage having 
been selected, it is presu:ned that the building will be located suf­
ficiently high to effect a tplerably quick discharge of the waste from the 
building. Damp places, if there be any in the vicinity of the bllilllillg, 
should be thoroughly drained. The drains ought to be weH laid, about 
three feet deep, and not more than twenty-five feet apart, if the soil be 
of clay. In laying draj.ns to connect with the building, it is important 
that measures be taken to guard against the escape of fon1 air throngh 
them into the building or its foundation. Surface water flowing from 
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high ground should. bs turned aside by surface drains at some distanco 
from the buildings. The necessity for perfect and thorough drainage is 
fully sustained by medical authority. Ed,vard H. Janes, M. D., of 
New York, asserts, as bearing upon this subject: "Dwellings erected 
without any reference to the nature and condition of the ground, per­
haps on undrained and retentive soil, are continually, by their walls, 
absorbing moisture and imparting a dampness to the internal atmos­
phere of the house, which for this .cause too often becomes the home of 
catarrh, consumption or rheumatism. And again, dysentery and ot.her 
intestinal diseases of a typhoid character assert their presence, often 
adding largely to the'rate of sickness and mortality, in just retribution 
for the violation of sanitary laws." 

SEWERAGE. 

Sewerage is one of the important measures to be considered, and upon 
which the best authorities, as to all the details in tllis branch, should be 
consulted, as also in regard to the plumbing connected therewith. Pipes 
conducting excrement should be glazed and the joints cemented, great 
care being used to ensure smooth cOllnections upon the inner side so as 
to allow the free passage of the waste. A fall of at least two feet in 
every one hundred feet distance should be hriven to the pipe. If tho 
location will not allow of this descent, the pipes will require fiush~ng 
~ccasionally by the introduction of gutter pipe from the roof of tho 
building into the sewer; or, if a system of water-works be maintained, 
the desired result can be accomplished by a proper connection' there­
with. In all events, the pipes must have a free discharge and bo kept 
entirely clear to avoid the accumulation of noxious gases which are 
liable to enter the building. As a safeguard, every line of sewer should 
be properly trapped and ventilated outside of the building. 

Out-door pipes should be bid at a sufficient dopth in tho ground to 
protect thom from the frost, and wherever a junction of one line of 
sewem is made with another, it should be at an angle not exceeding 
forty-five degrees, that the contents of the sewer may be promptly dis­
charged. 

Particular care should be exercised as to the size of the sewerage pipes 
required, it being highly important that they have the requisite capacity 
of disclmrge, and are neither too large nor too small for their uses. On 
this point, Mr. H. Hudson Holly, architect, says: "It is a mistaken 
idea that large pipes are less liable to foul than small ones; for, from the 
fact of the latter presenting less surface, the friction is diminished, and 
the flow of water is more rapid, whereas pipes of larger diameter are 
apt to clog in consequence of the more sluggish movement of the flnids." 

As to the extent of sewerage delllanded for sanitary purposes, it is not 
necessary, in this connection, to speak at length. Patient examination 
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SllOUlU be given to all that pertains to this branch of the subject, to the 
end that all waste from the building, including not only the waste from 
the closets, but also from the lau~dry and kitchen, may be so effectually 
disposed of as to prevent any possibility of contamination from these 
source3. Dr. Lyster, of Michigan, speaking of the importance of 
kitchen sewage, says: "The general nse of kitchen drains would, we 
are convinced, diminish sickness in a marked degree." * * * 
" The decomposition of kitchen sewage and wash water from the honse, 
nuder the windows opening at the rear of the building, is in sammer an 
important factor in the production of cases of disease, particularly those 
indicating serious intestinal irritation and inflammation-as diarrhma, 
dysentery and enteric (typhoid) fever. The ground becomes sour and 
saturated with fermenting poisons; rank weeds spring up, and it ouly 
needs the steady heat of July and August to cause it to send 'ont the 
poisono)ls gases, or ripen the germs of disease, whichever may be the 
correct theory, and these find their way into the house through the open 
windowd. 1'hese waste materials are often, in fact usually, thrown out 
in the immediate vicinity of the well, and in heavy rains the soakings 
mn into the well through the curbing or penneable walls." 

BUILDING MATERIAL. 

In detennining upon the kind of building material to be used, it is 
deemed sufficient to enunciate the general principle, that the materbl 
selected should be of the kind cheapest and most abundant in the neib~'­
borhood, whether wood, brick or stone, provided it be good. The opinion 
that wood'en buildings are too perishable for public institutions i3 not 
correct. The fact is, the durability of such buildings depends largely 
upon the manner of their construction, and on the kind of foundations 
upon which they are placed. Experience does not corroborate the 
charge that they are specially insecure against fire. It may be stated 
that an examination of the conflagrations that have occurred in public 
institutions of this Cl1ttracter, so far as can be ascertained, shows their 
orihrin to have been within the building, instead of without, in which 
case a brick structure would have been destroyed as readily as a wooden 
one. This was recently iliustrated by the burning of the brick building 
at the Steuben connty house. Besides. many brick and stone edifices 
erected within the past fifty years have become unfit for occupation by 
the settling of foundations, and the cracking and disintegration of the 
walls, as in the case of the Allegany, Steuben, and some other county poor­
houses. This was specially shown in the Orleans county poor-house, a 
brick building which has recently been pulled down and rebuilt, having 
become wholly untenable. If care be taken that the interior por­
tions are well supported by means of brick cross walls in the cellar, and 
if the ce1lar wa11s are carried up sufficiently to keep the timbers free 
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from moisture, a wooden building may be constructed which win be 
strong, warm, and if kept well painted, will prove permanent and 
durable. 

FOUNDATIONS. 

Too great care cannot be taken to secure a good foundation, especially 
when the superstructure is of brick or stone. Unless great precaution 
is exercised in this respect the building is likely to settle unevenly. 
The foundation should be drained by means of tile laid around the out­
side base of the wall, that all moisture may be carried away. These, 
when they enter the ho~se-drain, should be above the outside trap to 
prevent the escape of sewage gas. The drain tile should never be laid 
within the wall, as has sometimes been mistakenly done, thus drawing 
the water through and under the foundations, instead of protecting them 
from it. The stone should be so laid as to bind the wall firmly together, 
and the bottom course or footing should be of large, flat stones, for the 
better equalization of the superincumbent pressure. A slight inclina­
tion in the masonry work from the surface of the ground to the base of 
the wall is advised, and it is believed that the benefits accruing from 
laying both sides of the wall with equal care, and pointing it without 
as well as within, would more than compensate for the extra. cost. There 
should be no opportunity for the earth, when frozen, to lift the wall un­
derneath projecting points. 

The foundation should be carried up high enough to admit of sufficient 
light and good ventilation beneath the building. Preparations, while 
laying the foundation, should be made for connecting the building with 
outside sewers and drains, and for the introduction. of all necessary 
pipes. This may be effected by the insertion of tiles through the 
mason work. Not only should immediate wants in this respect be 
considered, but also the contingencies of future improvements. A little 
foresight in this direction will often obviate the necessity of tearing 
open the walls, greatly to their injury. 

BASEMENTS AND CELLA-US. 

Basements are deemed objectionable for buildings of this character. 
They have, when used, been found unwholesome at certain seasons of 
the year; the walls often betraying dampness and mildew. It is indis­
pensable that this should be overcome. Dr. Bowditch, chainnan of the 
Massachusetts State Board of Health, speaking on the causes of disease, 
says: " They may be summed up in three words-premises too damp I 
The best means of preserving the public health is to remove the damp­
ness from the dwelling and its surroundings, not to pennit too much 
shade, to allow plenty of sunlight and air in the house, to supply good 
water, and to carry away all decomposing and waste matter." 

Neither should basements be used for the confiuement of refractory 
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persons, and dark rooms or dungeons herein and elsewhere ought posi~ 
tively to be prohibited. To confine even the refractory here, increases 
mental irritability, while diminishing the force of the vital functions. 
As bearing upon this assertion, Dr. Forbes W·inslow has said: " The 
total exclusion of the sun's beams induces an impoverished state of the 
blood, muscular debility, dropsical effusion, softening of the bones, 
nervous excitability, irritability of the heart, loss of appetite, consump­
tion, physical deformity, stunted growth, mental impairment and pre­
mature old age." 

The parts of an institution occupied by the inmates should be above 
ground. This rule ought to be adhered to inflexibly, the additional 
expense necessary to comply with it being comparatively slight. 

Basements or cellars should be reserved for the heating apparatus, the 
keeping of fuel, for certain stores, and also for more convenient access to 
all flues and pipes connected with heating, vent.ilation, and the water 
supply. 

Cellars should be filled in a few inches with gravel or loose stones, 
and grouted with cement. This will exclude dampness from this 
source, prevent the absorption in the soil of liquid matter 
from which offensive exhalations may thereafter emanate; also loss 
and annoyance from rats and other vermin may thereby be avoided. 
It will facilitate the cleansing of the cellars, to hav~ the floer.; so graded 
that the water may flow to one point for disch:1l'ge. 

The· cellars of an institution should not be llsed for the storage of 
roots and vegetables. They are usually closed at the beginning of 
winter, and, in many cases, not reopened until the follo\ving spring. 
The consequent want of circulation of pure air beneath the floors results, 
especially when used for storing vegetables, in the generation of noxious 
gases, which rise and permeate the house. For such storage, cellars 
under out-buildings, or earth cellars may be used. 

Prof. Barnard, of Columbia College, New York, says: "Pure air, pure 
water, wholesome food, rigidly enforced cleanliness, the severe exclusion 
of everything which contaminates the air with noxious gases, especially 
from decaying organic matter, the prompt and complete disinfection of 
every spot where pestilence may lift its head, or of any article which 
may serve as a vehicle for disease, are the objects which the guardians 
of public health must labor in future to secure." 

WALLS OF SUPERSTRUCTURE. 

Masonry walls should be built with an air-chamber between the outer 
and inner courses. This is imperative where the outer walls are oC 
stone, in which case there should be an inner wall of brick, with a four­
inch air space between. FIlle spaces should be made of liberal size and 
ill sufliciellt numbers not only to meet present wants, but to anticipate 
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future contingencies. The sills of wooden buildings should be laid with 
care, and mathematical precision be observed in all horizontal and ver­
tical lines. Negligence in this respect, as is sometimes the case, seriously 
interf~res with the convenient use of windows and the hanging of doors. 
Accuracy in detail will be promoted by bringing' certain of the timber 
material, particularly the studding, to a uniform width by mill-process. 

In case the building is of two sto-.ies, the studding in the iower story 
should be stouter proportionally than in the upper; the whole should be 
sheathed within and withou~ with boards, which may be unplaned, 
though the cost of machine .planing, to equalize the thickness of the 
boards, is so trifling, that it is recommended not only for this purpose, 
but wherever used. The sheathing should be placed in diagonal courses, 
at an angle of forty-five degrees, the inside and outside courses being 
at right angles to each other. The boards ought to be strongly nailed, 
and underneath the clapboards a layer of tarred felt-paper should be 
laid. Within, vertical strips of thick lath should be nailed upon the 
sheathing at the usual intervals, to which the horizontal lath, alternating 
the joints, should be nailed. By this method the plastering can clinch 
in the spaces between the horizontal lath and the sheathing, while the 
sheathing supports it, making a very firm wall. Prudence will dictate 
the purchase of good lath, fully three-eighths of an inch thick, free from 
knots and sap, and well seasoned. 

WAiNSCOTING. 

For the better protection of the walls against abrasion, it is recom­
mended that the halls and rooms principally used be wainscoted. This, 
in passages and much-used apartments, should be not less than three 
feet six inches high, and in the bath-rooms and water-closets not less 
than four feet six inches. 

FLOORS. 

The joists of all floors should be well cross-bridged to stiffen them. 
The floors of the first story should be of two thicknesses, the lower of 
which may be of rough boards. Between these should be laid a layer 
of roofing paper. It is also recommended that a double floor of rough 
boards be laid in the attic above the uppermost ceiling, interlined with 
felt-paper for economy of heat. If paper saturated with coal tar be 
used, greater immunity from vermin is secured. Georgia or resinous 
pine is regarded as the most desirable flooring material for such institu­
tions. Maple and white ash have been used in some instances with 
satisfaction. 

FLUES. 

Great pains should be taken to have flues in sufficient number and 
carefully constrncted, especially those for smoke. It is recommended 
that these be plastered inside and out, and separated from timbers by a. 
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small air space. The air flues should be carried into the cellar to facili­
tate ventilation and cleaning, and to provide for changes in the method 
of heating and ventilation, should they afterward become desirable. 

STAIRS. 

No single feature adds more to the comfortable and convenient admin­
istration of public institutions of this character than sensibly planned 
stairways throughout. These should be a primary consideration. It is 
advised that they be well lighted, of good width, with easy risers and 
broad treads, and in every case provided with a hand-rail. Square and 
roomy landings are desirable, as being restful in long flights; Circular 
turns should be avoided as dangerous tothe infirm, and as less convenient. 
Economy of space should be secondarily considered in the planning of 
stairs in every part of the building. Their location and number must be 
such as to give I'eady egress in case of fire. 

ROOFS. 

For buildings of this character, the roofs should be plain and in keep­
ing with unpretentious architecture. The fewer gutters and angles they 
have the better will they withstand the action of frost and snow, and 
the greater security will be aflorded against dampness. 

It is advi1jable that the angle of inclination of the roof, if covered with 
slate or shingles, be not less than thirty dei,rrees. 

Split shingles are preferable to sawed shingles, being far more 
durable. They will last longer if simply laid on slats, placed at the 
proper distances to receive the nails, as this will allow the moisture the 
more readily to dry out from beneath. 

HEATING. 

Heat.ing and ventilating are correlative. Unless the heating appa­
ratus in such buildings is effectual, the ventilation must necessarily be 
imperfect., because the class of people occnpying them are particularly 
insensible to the presence of bad ail', and will shut their windows at all 
hazards to keep warm. Uniform temperature is most desirable, 'and 
very difficult to attain, unless great care is used in the means for creating 
it. A general complaint in many institutions is that of the irregularity 
of the heat, the rooms being sometimes too hot and at other times too 
cold, but more frequently th~ latter. For the largest number of persons, 
such as are inmates of poor-houses, about seventy degrees Fahrenheit 
is sufficient. 

In regard to the means of heating, the location of the ventilation 
should be considered as related to the cost of fuel, and that method 
adopted which is most economical. While stoves or furnaces have been 
largely usea in t.he past, steam, in some mode of its application, is now 
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,superceding them. It possesses this advantage, that the fire' can be main­
_tained at one point, and under the charge of a reliable perso~, thus les­
sening risk, besides great.ly promoting convenience. From this point, 
.every part, not only of the principal~ but of the lateral buildings, may be 
warmed. At the same time the washing may be done by the steam, as 
.well as the cooking, drying of clothes and heating of flues for ventila­
tion and of water for bathing. In case there is not sufficient natural pres­
sllre to distribute the water, an inexpensive steam pump may be used to 
f ,rce it into cisterns sufficiently elevated that it may be conducted 
thence throughout the premises. Another advantageof steam heat is that 
the temperature can be kept more nearly uniform. An important point·to 
,be considered, is the direction of the prevailing winds, and extra provi­
sion should be made for keeping the exposed side of the house sufficiently 
,warm. In heating by steam the radiators can be so placed as to effectu­
ally obviate the difficulty. Where steam is used, it has been found that 
in order to determine whether an equal temperature is maintained 
thronghout the whole establishment, thermometers are placed in all of 
the various departments. These thermometers are examined four times 
each day at stated hours, and a record is systematically kept at the 
office. If negligence should occur, it may, by this mean15, be promptly 
.corrected This also affords satisfaction to the superintendents or other 
officials who do not reside in the institution. 

VENTILATION. 

The importance of a good system of ventilation cannot be over-esti­
mated. One of the best means, and one that should be adopted ill 
rooms for the sick, is the use of open fire-places, or large flues with open­
ings that may be made effective by steam pipes, or by the burning of 
lamps or gas jets. The same method is desirable for sitting rooms and 
dormitories. "Ventilation," says W. C. Van Bibber, M. D., of Balti­
more, Md., "is every whit as important as drainage." * * * " Man 
can no more live in a foul atmosphere than while constantly drinking 
poisoned water." Provision should be made for a regulated influx of 
pure ak It is asserted by some authorities that the ordinary sized 
chimney or flue, with a draft of three miles per hour, will discharge 
about 28,000 feet of air per hour, which, replaced by fresh air, would be 
sufficient for fourteen persons. Prof. Frank Donaldson, 1\1. D., of the 
University of Baltimore, says: "Practically the community is not alive 
to the fact that impure air is a poison, and is directly or indirectly the 
cause of great mortality." * * * "Air is the chief factor of life, 
and its use in breathing is the first and very last act of our existence as 
independent beings. We can live a certain period of time withoutfood, 
but we cannot without air. We must breathe from fifteen to twenty 
times per minute, and Ilot less tllaIl 20,000 times in the tweuty-four 
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hours." It is asserted by the same authority that the" breath and skin 
further give off a compound of sulphur and ammonia, sulphide of ammo­
nia, which is directly poisonous. The quantity of watery vapor exhaled 
is estimated at from twenty-five to forty ounces in the twenty-four 
hours, and requires an average of two hundred and ten cubic feet of air 
per hour to retain it. This vapor is loaded with organic matter, which 
is especially deleterious to health. It has a very fetid smell when it 
accumulntes, and is but slowly oxidized. It is believed to be molecular, 
and may be said to hang around the room like clouds of tobacco smoke. 
Its odor is difficult to get rid of even after free ventilation. It darkens 
sulphuric acid, and discolorizcs solutions of permal1ganate of potash. 
When put in pure water it becomes offensive. In sick rooms it is asso­
ciated with pus-cells and other emanations of disease." 

It is stated of John Howard, the philanthropist, that his clothes 
became so offensive from prison air, that he could not travel in coaches, 
but was obliged to ride from place to place on horseback. ' 

According to Dr. Angus Smith, "·We should keep onr rooms so that 
air in them give no precipitate, when a ten and a half-ounce bottleful 
is shaken with half an ounce of clear lime water." 

The hospital wards, or rooms used by the sick, should be well venti­
lated, as the sick deteriorate more air than the well. Medical authorities 
assert that they should be supplied with at least thirty-five hundred to 
thirty-seven hundred cubic feet of air every hour. 

Prof. Donaldson also states that "rebreathed air, or air deprived of 
·its proper proportion of oxygen by any means is not healthy; and if it 
also contains organic matter, and the results of combustion, it is beyond 
a doubt poisonous." Dr. Chancellor, of the Maryland State Board of 
Health, on the same point says: "A human being destroys or poisons 
the oxygen of nearly a gallon of air per minute, contaminates and ren­
ders unfit for use at least three t.imes as much, and in any ca;;e, unless 
ventilation to that extent and in proportion to t.he -number of persons 
present be provided for, the air is soon in a state that will not only seri­
ously affect the health of those living in it, but also those adjacent 
thereto." 

Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, sustains the opinions just given in the 
following language: "The poisonous eflluvia which pervades the at.mos­
phere of close and unventilated rooms is not only rebreathed, but it ad­
heres to all the surroundings; it sticks to the wall and furniture, settles 
into the drinking cups, into the food-utensils, food and drink, permeates 
the clothing and attaches to the person. It creates a nidus, which is 
not only in itself poisonous, perpetually lessening the vital force of ali 
wllO inhabit it, and predlilposing to blood poisons of every kind, but it. 
also oecomes a hot-bed for the plant.ing and propogation of specific poi­
sons, and a fruitful source of scrofula and consumption. 
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" Besides the danger from active and fatal disease from exposure to 
the conditions above described, all physiologists recognize the influence 
of depressing agents on the human organization, in blunting the sensi­
bilities, paralyzing the intellect, promoting stupidity, idiocy and phys~ 
ical deformity." 

All these statements are especially applicable to the pauper class, 
whose vitality is low and habits uncleanly. They need more ventilation 
than other people. A great part of th'3 low vitality, which is one of the 
prolific causes of pauperism, is due to impure air in the crowded tene­
ments and ill-drained streets of our cities and large towns. 

BATH-ROOMS, WATER-CLOSETS AND LAVATORIES. 
Facilities for promoting personal cleanliness are important in their 

bearing, not only on the health of the inmates, but also on the moral tone 
of the institution, and no establishment can be well conducted without 
providing for them a weekly bath in addition to the daily ablutions. 
"In all ages of the world," says Dr. Chancellor, "frequent ablutions of 
the surface of the body have been considered important auxiliaries to the 
maintenance of a high degree of health, and to the physical and moral 
culture of the people." 

As bearing upon this point, Dr. Joseph M. Toner says : "I am con­
vinced that there is 110 subject of greater importance and interest to the 
people than that of cleanliness, and the careful investigation of the 
causes of disease. The masses should be taught to understand that the 
neglect of hygienic precautions enfeebles health, breeds disease, en­
courages vice alld short.ens life. * * * Man's social inst.inct and 
moral nature, in a measure, make him 'his brother's keeper.' It is 
surely, therefore, a natural if not a Christian duty to point out the 
physical evils which flow from bad habits and from the neglect of 
hygiene." If this statement of Dr. Toner is applicable to the masses, 
how much lp.ore so is it to the already enfeebled and dependent held in 
custody? 

Bath-rooms and water-closets should be constructed on each floor, and 
80 arranged that the water used in bathing may, in its discharge, cleanse 
the pipes and sewers connected with the closets. In some instances the 
rain from the roof, when not otherwise utilized, is discharged through 
the same channel for the purpose stated.· The greatest care must be 
taken that no effluvia escape into the building. The construction of 
the closets should be such as to secure for the soil pipes upward ventila­
tion through the roof. Too great caution cannot be exercised to pre­
serve perfect cleanliness in these apartments, and the best of modern 
appliances should be adopted to secure these ends. 

The lavatory, it, is recommended, should be s~ arranged that the 
inmdes may wash III rlmning water, and that plltCes be provided for 
towels for each person. 
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SEPARATION OF THE SEXES AND CLASSIFCATION. 

The plan should be such as to effect a complete separation of the sexes 
without a sense of confinement, or creating embarrassment in the con­
duct of the household and general industrial occupations. It should also 
secure a classification of the inmates; such as keeping the sick apart 
from the well, the feeble-miuded aud idiots from those capable of self­
government, and all whose physical condition renders isolation from the 
other classes necessary or desirable. This separation should extend not 
only to the interior, but also to the yards and places of recreation. In 
some cases there are found in these institutions worthy persons who have 
been reduced to dependence by no fault of their own; for such it would 
seem more humane to provide small rooms, and thus secnre for them 
something of that privacy to which their former lives have accustomed 
them. There are also found at times persons indigent through the loss 
of some one of their senses, who also should receive special considera­
tion in the poor-house plan. The improvident and shiftless ought to be 
sharply distinguished from the worthy poor. A very slight proportion of 
the inmates usually found in our poor-houses belongs to the class of worthy 
poor, so that special provision for this small minority would be feasible 
and inexpensive. In city alms-houses these cases are still fewer, as relief 
is usually afforded them in hospitals, homes for the aged, or kindred in­
stitutions. The n~cessity for separation of the sexes and the kind of 
classification here advocated, has been eloquently presented by the Ohio 
State Board of Charities in the following language: 

" The importance of heat, light, ventilation and drainage is readily 
appreciated. Not so, however, the subject of the separation of the 
sexes and classification of the inmates. There has been no wrong so 
flagrant, no sin so gross, no shame so great in connection with our 
infirmary* system as that which has resulted from failure to provide in 
the construction of buildings for the complete and constant separation 
of the sexes; nor are instances of this great sin rare in their occurrence. 
On the other hand, no complaint is so common, certainly no evils more 
apparent than those resulting from inadequate provision against the 
mingling of/the sexes. * * * The idle, profligate and degraded 
classes who, from the indulgence in brutal passions, have become a charge 
upon the public, together with those devoid of judgment, or those in 
whom reason has been dethroned, need, above all others, to be kept 
strictly separate, and in a class by themselves. * * * Among the 
inmates are aged men and women who have seen better days, and many 
of whom are quiet, orderly and intelligent people, some of them with 
more or less refinement and mental cultivation; at present these peopb 
are forced to mingle very much with the vicious and degraded, who 
have also taken refuge here." 

~ In Ohio the )loor.houses are uesignateu infirmaries. 
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HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The plan should also provide for a hospital-ward for each sex. The&e 
should have good sun-exposure, pleasant outlooks .and thorough 
ventilation. A separate ward for maternity cases while convalescing 
sho~ld be provided, with a small apartment for one bed,· adjoining. 
These should be thoroughly ventilated and,nsed solely for the purposes 
for which they are designed. The walls of .rooms usedJor hospital.pur­
poses should be hard finished and painted, to prevent the absorption of 
poisons. The danger from this source is greater than is generally under­
stood. Buildings devoted solely to this purpose, become in process of 
time so saturated with poisonous matter as to be unsafe for use. Hon. 
James W. Beckman, of New York, on this point says: "It is beginning 
to be recognized that hospitals should be destroyed and removed every 
ten years.. The walls become saturated wIth poisonous matter emanat­
ing from the bodies of the sick, and no fumigation or disinfectants have 
proved efficacious. After a few years the safety of patients requires 
frcshly built wards, and these wards must contain but few beds and ba 
situated in detached and temporary buildings." 

In large institutions a small separate cottage for maternity cases is 
rccommended. 

WORK AND SITTING-ROOMS. 

Well.lighted, cheerful work and sitting-rooms should also be secured 
in the general poor-house plan, with .capacious, well lighted closets 
'adjoining, for storing work material. 

The importance of providing the means of employment for the inmat.es 
of 'public institutions is well stated by the ·Massachusetts State Board 
of' Charities in the following language: 

"There are special reasons why work should be exacted of the inmat'es 
of public inst.itutions. Pi1'St. 'Vhen an individu~l is supported at public 
expense, justice demands that he shall render an equivalent in work as 

:far as possible. Second. The principle of economy on the part of the 
State requires that it should command the services of its wards as far as 
.they cun possibly render any. It should be the duty of the State, in 
establishing public institutions, to make suitable provision in the pur­
chase of land and erection of buildings, whereby all persons confined in 
them and supported by the State shall work, thus contributing something 

'towards their support. In this way much can be done in the saving of 
expense and something earned to increase the income of the establish­

,ment. But the pecuniary gain comprises only a small part of the con­
· sideration. Thh·d. Such are the laws of the human system, that health 
and the' highest interests of hoth the body and lllind require exercise. 
·* * * *. * This law of exercise is particularly applicahle to the 
inmates of an institut.ion. Not only their habits and character are im­

· prove.a,hut the order and discipline of the institution are by this means 
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promoted. The contrast between two institutions, one where the inmates 
generally are put to work, and another where only a small portion find 
employment is most striking in the quietness, the good order and 
healthy expression. This law of work or employment should be faith­
fully applied in all our public institutions; the more systematically and 
thoroughly it is done, the more it will not only improve the condition, 
habits and character of their inmates, but diminish pauperism, crime 
and insanit.y." 

SUN EXPOSURE. 

For sanitary reasons the building ought to be so placed as to secure 
the greatest sun exposure, and no one portion be allowed to shut out 
other portions from the sunlight. A good sun-exposure will also result 
in a saving of heat in the winter. 

The late Dr. Hanry W. Dean, of Rochester, has said: "Equally im­
portant is sunlight. The influence of a protracted sun-bath in increasing 
the red corpuscles of the blood, and in improving the capillary circula­
tion, are familiar facts to medical men. Health can neither be main­
tained nor restored without it. No man or number of men, has a moral 
right to incarcerate a human being in any place beyond the reach of 
sunlight and fresh air." 

In planning the location of all rooms to be used by the sick, special 
reference should be had to securing the greatest amount of sunlight. 
Florence Nightingale ranks light second only in importance to fresh air. 
She says: "Direct sunlight, not merely daylight, is necessary for'the 
speedy recovery of the sick." 

Dr. J. H. Kel10gg says: - "Sunlight surpasses all other agents in 
restoring color to the blanched and ghost-like faces of long-housed inva­
lids, and sun-baths rightly used are powerful remedies for disease." 

WATER. 

One of the most important factors for the preservation of health is 
the quality of the water used for domestic purposes; and thorough 
investigatiou should be given to all that pertains to this element, both 
as to its purity, and security against contamination. 

Robert C. Kedzie, M. D., a member of the Michigan State Board of 
Health, and Professor of Chemistry in the Michigan State Agricultnral 
College, speaking upon this subject, says: "The choice of water for 
domestic use has an important bearing upon the health of a family, and 
persons cannot be too careful in making their selection of t4is prime con­
dition of healt.hy physical existence. It is better to fee the sanitary engineer 
than the doctor and the undertaker. The purest natural water is rain 
water, and its chief excellence consists in its freedom from organic mat­
ter. To be preserved in its purity, it must be stored in impery';ous 
cisterns, free from aU contamination before it enters the cistern, and 
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gaseous exhalations afterwards, and should be perfectly filtered before 
drinking. Large cisterns should be provid,ed, not only to hold a 
sufficient supply during a drought, but in order that advantage 
may be taken of heavy rain storms, that a better quality of 
water may be secured. The cistern should be thoroughly cleaned at 
least once a year. A flowing spring is better than a well under the 
same circumstances, because the outflow of water serves to wash away 
any accidental impurities, by its constant renewal. The very volume of 
the water flowing is a safeguard, unless the water is derived from pol­
luted sources. The quality of well water depeuds very largely upon the 
surroundings of the well, from which all surface-water should be ex­
Cluded, and the water only enter at the bottom of the well." 

If wells be used to any extent for drinking purposes, great pains 
should be taken to prevent them from becoming impure by infiltration 
through the soil. 

C. F. Chandler, Ph. D., M. D., LL. D., President of the New York 
Board of Health, and Professor of Chemistry in the School of Mines, 
Colnmbia College, New York, in relation to this subject, says: "That 
wells are always to be viewed with snspicion as sources of water supply, 
on acconnt" of the danger of contamination from the drainage of the soil 
abont dwellings, and of the leakage from drains, cess-pools and privy 
vaults." " 

Dr. Henry F. Lyster, referring to the same subject, says: 
" A well, unless properly made, acts as a drain upon all the subsoil 

water within thirt.y to seventy-five feet in every direction, and conse­
quently draws into itself much of the imperfectly filtered material in its 
vicinity, all of which is detrimental to the quality of the water, which 
should come in only at the bottom and from a living spring." 

In regard to dangers from this source, Dr. Chancellor says: "The use 
of impure water for domestic purposes, especially if obtained from wells 
contaminated by filtration froni privies, is now regarded by all sanita­
rians as extremely dangerous, often giving rise to epidemics of typhoid 
fever, cholera," etc. 

DISPOSAL OF EXCRETA. 

On the question of the disposal of excreta authorities differ. It is safe 
to say, however, that the means must vary in large and small institu­
tions. In certain alms-houses in New England and elsewhere it is con­
ducted through sewers to vats in the cuUivated fields, and from time to 
time internixed with dry earth and distributed over the ground as a 
fertilizer. In some institutions it is diluted with water, and then by 
means of a steam pump forced into distant fields, over which it is dis­
tributed by means of troughs, or by channels made in the ground. 

At the Columbus Hospital for the Insane, in Ollio, it is forced by a 
steam pump severalllliles from the building, and discharged into the river. 
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Earth-closets are used to a limited extent. A still simpler means is 

that of closets outside and apart from the building, where the excrement 
is received in boxes containing lime or pry earth, and thus deodorized. 
The boxes are occasionally drawn off to the fields and emptied, the con­
tents being used as a fertilizer. 
, In other places buckets are placed under seats'at niglit and so arranged 
that the foul odor passes upward through an adjoining flue. These are 
changed each day and the contents used as manure. This method is 
best illustrated at the Asylum for the Chronic Insane, near Providence, 
Rhode Island. On this important point the highest authorities should 
be consulted, and such means adopted as those best qualified to advise 
may recommend: It is the opinion of Martin B. Anderson, LL. D., 
President of the University of Rochester, "that the excreta of such insti­
tutions have much value as a fertilizer, and except under extraordinary 
circumstances should be utilized as such." 

OUT-BUILDINGS. 

Out-buildings should be well constructed, of good material, and on 
permanent toundations. Economy will be reached by keeping them 
well painted. They should include ample shed-room for the storage of 
all farm implements and articles subject to injury by exposure to the 
weather. In connection with these, there might also' be aclose yard, 
where rubbish and material discarded for the time being, bllt likely to 
be used again in future improvements, may'be deposited, thus conceal­
ing them fr?m sight and giving to the grounds a greater a.ppearance of 
neatness. . ' 

Paths to and from all outbuildings should be made peiJectly dry by 
means of gravel, flagging or planking, that in muddy seasons of the 
,year the carrying into the honse of clay and dirt may be obviated. The 
relation of outbuildings to each other will be referred to more particu­
larly hereafter. 

RECEPTION HOUSE. 

It is thought that every large poor-honse, at least, should have a re­
ception department, consisting of a separate building, and a small yard 
inclosed with a high fence. It should be so constructed as to separate 
the sexes, and have facilities for bathing and for medical treatment. 

·All inmates should be received here and required to pass examination 
,by the county physician before being admitted to the poor-house 
· proper. Here clothljs could be furnished to parties becoming inmates, 
·and those on their persons waphed and purified before bringing them 
·into the institution. By this means a higher standard of cleanliness can 
be preserved, and the danger from infection and vermin overcome. 
Departments of this kindwhere tried have been found highly satisfac­
tory and useful., They are in some cases made available for such of the 
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vagrant or tramp class as are entitled to receive aid for a night at the 
county house. If desired, they can be secured during night hours, 
and their occupants restricted to this department. Separate facilities for 
boiling and washing the clothes of the sick might be provided here and 
a place for the storage of the usual disinfectants recommended by the 
county physician. which could be brought into requisition as occasion 
demanded. A department of this kind can be secured with a small 
outlay, as t.he building for the purpose need not be large, and may be 
cheaply constructed. 

GROUNDS. 

Aside from the yard or yards neces~mry to effect the necessary separa­
tion of the sexes, there should be grounds about every building of this 
kind, planted with shade trees, under which seats may be placed for the 
use of the aged and convalescent in pleasant weather. In exposed situ­
ations shelter can be secured by planting belts of trees on the windward 
side. Those varieties should be selected which are indigenous to the local­
ity and likely to thrive best. In many places the common white pine, 
pinus strobu.~, and the hemlock are found servicable. The laying out of 
a few flower-beds often has a good effect upon the inmates, especially 
where they assist in their culture. It gives a tone of cheerfulness to the 
institution, and, by utilizing pauper labor, need incur no expense to the 
public. The same may be said of a lawn, which can be prepared and 
kept in order by t!J.e inmates. 

PROPOSED PLAN FOn. POOR-HOUSE. 

The accompanying plan for a COUl ty poor-house (Plate VII), embody­
ing what I deem to be essential features, is submitted. No at~empt is 
made to go into the details of interior arrangements, or to give t.he rela­
tive size of the buildings und their sub-divisions; these must be deter­
mined by the number of inmates and the classifications rcqlliren. It is 
believed to be capable of enlargement, to meet growing necessities, 
without any departure from its original features or loss of money 
already expended. 

DESCRIPTION. 

(a) Represents the location of the superintendent's or keeper's dwell­
ing and office. It may be in any style of architecture preferred, and 
arranged i~ the most convenient manner for dwelling and family pur­
poses. A mistake is sometimes made in providing large apartments for 
visitors. 'l'his is expensive and deemed unnecessary. If one-qnarter of 
the building is reserved for the use of company that occupy it bnt olle­
twelfth of the time, it will be found more costly than if provision were 
m.aq~ for them at hotels in the vicinity. Neither is it deemed advisable 
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to provide apartments in connection with the keeper's family for em­
ployes. These, it is believed, in an institution of this kind, should be 
selected with a view to their fitness for assuming the responsibility of 
supervision, and should iodge in various parts of the establishment, 
in properly furnished apartments, where they can exercise a supervising 
function during the night as well as the day. This is considered desir­
able, not only for t.he preservation of order, but for the better protection 
in the event of fire. 

(6) Is a plain, but well-constructed two-story building, connected with 
the dwelling of the keeper by a one-story covered porch or passage-way, 
and distant therefrom, fifteen or twenty feet. Here are separate dining­
rooms for males and females. They are served from a common kitchen 
in the rear, which is accessible to the women's dining-room by means 
of a door, but which communicates with the men's dining-room only by 
a slide oPGuing into the adjoining pantry. The upper story may be 
used for a chapel, or subdivided into other needed apartments. If it 
should become necessary to limit the expenditure, this building may 
be built of but one story. Under this building, perhaps, can most ad­
yantageously be placed the steam geuerating apparatus, in case steam 
be used for heating and for other purposes. From tllis central point 
pipes can be carried to every part of the establishment. The covered 
way connecting this building with the keeper's residence, as also those 
hereafter mentioned, used for connecting the various buildings, may be 
cheaply constructed, with a permanent roof, and during the winter be 
closed between the posts by adjustable p:lIlels, for better protection. 

(c) Is a building designed for men. It may be of any size that the 
exigencies of the case reqnire. The barns and out-buildings should be 
on this side. This, it will be seen, is an essential feature in the plan, 
as it enables the men to pass to and from these buildings without coming 
in contact with the women. 

This building may be of any style of architecture that tbe taste of 
the architect elects, provided it be simple. It may be of two or three 
stories, as need and economy shall dictate. Two stories are recom­
mended in preference to three, particularly if the structure be of wood, 
though more roofing is required proportionately. The interior can be 
subdivided into hospital rooms, dormitories, sitting-rooms, bath-rooms, 
lavatories, clothes-presses, cl(lsets, etc., according to previous suggestions 
and the necessities of the case. From this building communication is 
had with the men's dining-room, by means of a covered way of greater 
or less extent. 

(d) Is the building for females, corresponding in external appearance 
with (c), likewise subdivided into such apartments as necessity may dic­
tate, including well-lighted and cheerful work-rooms. 

(e e) Are independent buildings for the idiot class, or for those whose 
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habits render it expedient to care for them separately. 
inclosed and connected with them, if desired. 

(f) Is the wash-house 'or laundry. 

Yards might be 

(g) Represents the wood-shed, or men's work-shop. This may be 
made accessible at. either end, in which case there should be a partition, 
so that both sexes may have access to the fuel without coming in contact. 
Covered porches may be made to extend from the dining-rooms on each 
side to the wood-shed, as indicated by the dotted lines, thus affording 
shelter in passing to and fro in all weathers. This building should be 
sufficiently capacious to answer the purposes of a work-shop for men, as 
well as wood-shed. In case coal is used for fuel, this structure need not 
be as large as otherwise. 

The location of the barns and out-buildings, with piggery, hennery, 
etc., is indicated by the direction of the dart. These buildings should 
be in a group by themselves, so arranged as to be most convenient for 
farming purposes. By giving this subject attention, and consulting 
reliable authorities on farming, convenience and economy, a better 
provision for the stock will be attained. This group of buildings should 
be removed a sufficient distance to prevent offensive odors being carrieq. 
by the winds into the main building, and also to lessen risk in case of a 
conflagration. It is hardly necessary to state that the stock-yard should 
be supplied with pure water. 

Having thus located the various buildings, one of the principal ends 
aimed at from the beginning, viz., the effectual separation of the sexes 
is reached without irksome restraint and interference with economic and 
convenient administration, by the erection of high or close board fences, 
inclosing spacious yards, as shown by the lines on plate VII. These are 
so situated that each is accessible from the builtiings of either department, 
and can also be reached from the central building, used by both depart­
ments, without commingling of the sexes. Thus is afforded seclusion to the 
women, and protection from intrusion by disreputable persons who some­
times infest the immetiiate neighborhood. Thus is also afforded the 
means of restraint by which discipline may be enforced, decency 
observed, and that good ortier maintained, so desirable, and so difficult 
to preserve in institutions of this character. 

GENER~L FEATURES OF THE PLAN. 

By this plan it will be seen that an entire separation of the male from 
the female departments is effected. It also admits, as has already been 
stated, of enlargement without injury to any part; also a certain class 
of cases requiring separation from other inmates is provided for without 
disturbing the general arrangements, thus perfecting the means of 
classification. The laundry is detached, and poisonous vapor e:.-:haled 
from the ferment.ation crc:l:ed by piles of soiled clothing is kept without 
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the building. In the cellar, in one of the rear buildings, roots and 
vegetables may be stored, thus preventing the etlluvia arising from their 
decay from entering and poisoning the establishment. 

In the plan submitted the relation of' the out-buildings to the main 
structure is given. It is deemed important. that these buildings should 
hold a proper reiation to each other in order to attain the ends desired. 
By such an arrangement, in case of fire, the destruction of property 
might be lImited to one building. Air and sunshine are accessible to 
every part of the establishment, and the interior well ventilated and 
rendered cheerful. If good taste is exercised in the design, the whole 
group may be made to present an attractive appearance to the eye. It 
is believed that great simplicity should be exercised in the construction 
of these buildings for the care of the dependent classes; at the same 
time their outline should be well proportioned, as this may always be 
secured without additional cost. All ornamentation, as such, should be 
excluded. 

These buildings, thus substantially constructed, with a careful atten­
tion to details in every part, are, in the end, the cheapest for the county. 

It should he kept in mind that the object to be aimed at in the ex­
penditure, should be in the direction of securing the highest sanitary 
conditions, not only from motives of humanity, but in the furtherancfl 
of the public interest, by restoring to health and usefulness, if not to 
entire self-support, the greatest possible number of its beneficiaries. It 
should ~lso be borne in mind in planning buildings for this class, that 
whatever arrangement tends to facilitate an orderly and' efficient man­
agement of the institution, promotes also, economy in its administration; 
and that the preservation of order has a good moral effect on the dispo­
sition of' the inmates. 

MODIFICATION OF THE PLAN. 
In case it should be deemed more desirable to connect the buildings 

(c) and (d) with the dining-rooms and kitchen, it may be done as shown 
in plate VIIf, in which case we have the general characteristics of the 
Ohio plan, plate II. 

By another shift, the keeper's residence and the building in its rear 
are brought together, the buildings (c) and (d) remaining in their origi­
nal position, und connected with the central or administration building 
by covered walks or passages. How this mp.y be done is shown in 
plate IX. By this change we find presented to the eye the general fea­
tures of the Maryland plan, plate III. 

By still another change, the keeper's residence and the building in its 
rear can be closed together, and the buildings (c) and (d) brought into 
contact therewith, as shown in plat~ X, and we have before us the gen­
eral outline of the Illinois plan, plate 1. 

It is thought, however, that the closing together of any of these por~ 
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Hans must be at the sacrifice of light and air in the central part of the 
institution, where it is most needed. This, it will be seen, is 
f'lt'cibly illustrated in the Chautauqua county plan. 

ADAPTATION OF THE PLAN TO POOR-HOUSES ALREADY BUILT. 

Where poor-houses are already built, they can, in many cases, by addi­
tions and rearrangement of the different parti!, be made to conform to 
the plan s)lbmitted, at a comparatively moderate expense. For a better 
understanding of this proposition, two illustrations are given. 

At the annnal session of the board of supervisors of Wyoming county, 
in 1877, an appropriation of two thousand dollars was made for the erec­
tion of a new building, to replace an old one used fo~ women. It was 
completed during tlle past summer. An additional building for a 
kitchen, and separate dining-rooms for men and women, were also 
erected. The county officials realizing the evils of the old system arising 
from non-separation of the sexes and imperfect classificatIon of the 
inmates, attempted, in the expenditure of this money, to remove them. 
In this, as will be seen by an examination of the accompanying diagrams, 
they were but partially successful 

Plate XI shows the arrangement of the buildings as they stood at the 
date of the appropriation in 1877. 

Plate XII shows the location of the new buildings erected in 1878, 
with the old structure removed. It will be observed that a fatal mis­
take was here made in placing the building for women on the men's 
side in near vicinity of the barn. 

Plate XIII shows how, by different arrangement, all of the buildings 
being of wood, the object desired could have been attained by a moder­
ate additional expenditure. In this plan the building for women (u) is 
placed on the left of the administration building. The men's building 
(c) is shown to have been removed to the right of the administration 
building, as also the small builuing (b) now used for the chronic insane. 
This contains but uine inmates that are of county charges, the remainder 
being boaruers. This number is quite too small to warrant the expense 
of employing a supervising male and female attendant for both sexes 
incarcerated here. As this county will undoubtedly relinquish the care 
of its chronic insane as soon as accommodations can be obtained at the 
Willard Asylum, this building is therefore shown removed, as already 
stated, to the men's side for the purpose of utilizing it. The few male 
idiots in this poor-house, it is th(lught, coulu be provided for in a depart­
ment of either (b) or (c), thus avoiding a necessit.y for erecting a small 
sepamte building for their lIse. 'l'he building (d) now occupied by 
idiots of both sexes, bllt principally by females, is shown to be also 
romoved, and appropriated 10 the use of females only. The location of 
the wash-house (e) aud the wood-shed (f) are also changed so as to 
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bring them between the two departments, while accessible, when desired, 
to both, without any commingling of the sexes; the separation of which 
is effected by means of the close board fences, as shown in the lines 
inclosing the yard of the women's department. 

In the SteuiJen (jounty Poor-house, the partial destruction of which, 
by fire, in April last, was attended with large loss of life and property, 
the evils of an imperfect arrangement of buildings are still more stri­
kingly shown. The money expended in the erection of ne'Y buildings 
since the fire only perpetuates the old evils instead of removing them. 
This is made apparent by the accompanying diagrams. Plate XIV 
shows the old buildings, as also the new that have been erected since 
the fire. Plate XV shows how by a different arrangement and a small 
increase in expenditure, by the removal to new foundations of some of 
the wooden buildings, and the erection of a one-story building for separate 
dining-room, and for a kitchen, a far better arrangement could have been 
secured. The new brick building for men is placed in this plan at the left 
of the proposed dining-room and kitchen. The proposed new building for 
kitchen and dining-room is placed in rear of the keeper's house (h), 
with which it is connected by a covered walk or porch, which, if desired, 
might be closed in winter. Similar covered ways connect this structure 
with the old brick building (a), as also with the men's new building (U), 
which is shown to be placed at the left of the building (i), on the side 
towards the barns. The building (e), men's sick-room, is removed, and 
adjoins this. The wash-room <I) is placed in the rear of the building 
(i), as also the wood-house (c), and corn-house (b), all connected with each 
other by covered walks, and accessible by their location to both the 
men's and women's departments. The old toll-gate building (d) is dis­
pensed with in this connection: It might be utilized, however, for the 
storage of fuel or farm implements. The extended black lines indicate 
the location of close board fences, inclosing two separate yards, one for 
the men and one for the women. 

The same radical mistake was made by this connty as in Wyoming, 
in improperly locating the buildings occupied by the sexes. The build­
ing for men here, is so placed that. the women's department stands between 
it and the barns. The old poor-house building, in which the keeper 
formerly resided, aud which is now wholly appropriated to the use of 
women, is deemed to be in too ruinous a condition to afford proper accom­
modation to its inmates, but as it had been decided by county officials to 
use it for a still longer term, it seems imperative that the arrangement 
of the new buildings should have been snch as to re'nedy some of the 
great evils which have long existed here. As it is hOW, it will be seen 
that the intermingling and associat.ion of the sexes, while in the per­
formance of their daily vocations, is unavoidable, and the maiutenance 
of proper discipline by the keeper, under such circumstances, impossible. 
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It is stated that the expectation of saving something by building upon 
the old foundations, which subsequently proved to be greatly injured by 
fire, determined the unfortunate location of the new structure. 1t would 
appear that the arrangement of the buildings, as regards their proper 
relation to each other, had been wholly lost sight of. If trivial consid­
erations of economy are to stand in the way of accepting fundamental 
principles, which shonld enter into the construction and arrangement of 
every poor-house, then we cannot hope for any advancement in this di­
rection until the public mind is more enlightened on a question which 
affects so vitally not only the interests of humanity but also those of the 
tax-payer. 

The increased burdens of expense to this county, directly chargeable 
to faults in its poor-house system, and the loss to the community conse­
quent on the demoralization it engenders-a loss which does not appear 
in the annual estimates of its financial expenditure-WOUld, the assertion 
is ventured, suffice, in the course of a few years, to erect new buildings 
for the entire poor-house establishment. 

CONCLUSION. 

Before taking leave of this subject, it may be well to give renewed 
emphasis to its important bearing upon the public welfare. 

While there are several counties in this State that may be said to have 
good poor-houses, there are very few that might not be benefited by 
adopting some of the suggestions here offered, and very many of these 
establishments are sadly in need of extensive improvements. In some it 
is impossible to enforce rules, which not only common decency but pub­
lic sentiment now demands. 

Uuder these conditions, a newly appointed a-:1d capable official, zealous 
to do his dnty, enters upon his work to Hnd himself embarrassed on 
every hand by obstacks that can only be removed by a rearrangement, 
if not reconstruction, of the whole poor-house builuings. These, in some 
cases, are in an absolutely ruinous condition. 

Under sllch circumstances, the official soon becomes disheartened, and 
sinks into an apathy which largely destroys his usefulness. It wonld 
seem bllt reasonable, when proper administration is required of those in 
immediate charge, that every needed facility should be furnished to 
maintain it. 

For lack of well-lighted, cheerful work-rooms for the inmates, the 
weary hours, especially during wint.er, pass listlessly away, and the 
naturally idle are further demoralized, so that when they leave, they are 
still more indolent and shiftless than when they came. 

For lack of suitable hospital rooms for the sick, having good ventila­
tion, and air vitalized by sun-exposure, and with fai~}lful, pai.d nurses in 
constant attendance, lIlany of the inmates, from acute cases, lapse into 
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chronic, and instead of being restored and hecoming factors in the pro­
ductive wealth of the State, become permanent burdens upon it. 
Others who might, under different conditisms, be restored to partial self­
support, leave too infirm 01' crippled to be of any service to themselves 
or others. 

For lack of means of classification, the filthy and cleanly, the thor­
uughly debased and tb really unfortunate, by their indiscrimino,te 
~omming1ing, lower the whole moral tone of the establishment, prevent 
the enforcement of rational discipline, and the preservation of cleanliness 
and order, and the institution, instead of being one of the corrective 
forces of society, so far as its moral influence is concerned, becomes a 
festering sore upon the body politic, the emanations from which, poison 
and corrupt wherever they flow. 

For lack of provision for separating the sexes, unavoidable abuses of 
a scandalous nature" not infrequently become maafest, and through 
inability to keep the inmates wit.hin prescribed limits, association caunot 
be prevented between certain of the debased. weak-minded, idiotic and 
diseased females, with notorious characters who infest the neighborhood 
of such institutions, particularly in the summer, therebylargelvincreas­
ing the public burdens, while the indirect expense, growing mIt of the 
debasement of public morals, caused by an imperfect Ilystem which does 
not appear in the annual financial estimates, may be accounted still 
larger. From a small beginning, a defective line of descent is estab­
lished, which in the natural course, like taking to its affinities, expands 
into a sickly growth of pauperism, through succeeding generations, or 
which in the criminal branch, from like beginning, tenaciously multi­
plies in growth to prey upon society, and fill our prisons with criminals. 

What is here sought to be accomplished is not chimerical. Good 
institutions of this kind are to be found, where a high intelligence ap­
pcars to have been exercised in their establishment and subsequent 
management, where sanitary requirements have been considered, em­
bracing abundance of water, good sewerage, thorough drainage, good 
ventilation, proper classification, and such an arrangement of buildings 
as permit the enforcement of wholesome discipline. Here we find good 
order, brightness and cheerfulness, within and without. The walls are 
of snowy whiteness; all iron work is painted black; all brass work is 
highly polished; kitchen utensils and dairy pans dazzling the eye by 
their lustre; the hospital rooms enlivened with flowers; the dormitories 
in order, and air pure; substantial barns and o;].t-bnildings well painted 
and resting on good foundations of masonry; farm fences in perfect 
order; the farm gates well hung; the fields and corners free from 
weeds, bearing evidence of good husbandry; the garden kept with 
almost fastidious neatness; the stock, of approved breeds, and the plide 
of the county agricultural fairs. Around the whole institution is an ail' 
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_	of thrift and industry, while good taste is manifest in well-kept 
grounds, the maintenance of which has cost the county nothing, because 
reached through the utilization of pauper labor under efficient superin­
tendence, which is more readily secured where buildings of this charac­
ter have been supplied. 

Such an institution, it is thought, creditably reflects the intelligence 
of the people, and while it may be regarded as a charity in the 
true sense of the term, it is also an element of moral elevation in a 
community; and instead of accelerating pauperism and crime, stands 
as a formidable barrier to arrest their progress. 

Respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM P. LETCHWORTH, 


Oommissioner Eighth Judicial Distriot. 
15 





APPENDIX. 

ALMS-HOUSE BUILDING AND OUT-DOOR RELIEF. 

A Letter from Hon. F. B. SANBOUN, Secl'etnl'yof the American Social Science Asso­
ciation. 

Hon. William P. Letchworth: 

DEAR SIR-It is a long time since you asked me to write you concerning 
our Massachusetts alms-houses, and t.he general subject of in-door and out­
door relief for the public poor; but I have been waiting for leisure to put 
my thoughts into a form worthy the consideration of a person so familiar as 
yourself with the whole question of public charity, and especially that 
phase of it which is concerned with alms-house management. In the inter­
val, having promised to furnish a paper for the Pennsylvania Convention 
of Directors of the Poor, at Pittsburgh, on the ninth and tenth of October, 
I took the same topic for that paper, and shall repeat to you some of the 
things I wrote for the Pittsburgh Convention. 

The State of Pennsylvania, like my own State, and in some degree 
like New York, has preserved and continues to use the good old name 
of alms-house for the home of its in-door poor, instead of calling it a 
"poor-house," an "infirmary," or an "asylum," as some of the other 
States do. There will be no need to explain, then, as there might be, 
were I writing to a friend in England, or in some of our western States, 
what particular kind ~f an establishment an "alms-house" is. 

It corresponds more nearly to the English" work-house" than to the 
establishments known ill England as alms-houses, which are generally 
asylums for special classes of the poor maintained by bequests or private 
charity. Our alms-house is the public receptacle of those paupers whom 
the community supports by the method known in the books as" in-door 
relief." 

There are other places for in-door paupers, snch as the hospital, the 
insane asylum and the work-house proper, where paupers are kept under 
sentence; but the majority of the poor in New York, as in Massachu­
setts, go to the establishments called alms-houses or poor-houses. Of 
these YOIl have in New York, it seems, fifty-nine, which a year ago con­
tained something more than sixteen thousand inmates, including the 
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insane poor at the great Blackwell's Island alms-house in New York. 
Of these fifty-nine alms-houses, fifty-two are maintained by yonr coun­
ties and seven by cities. 

In Ma.ssachusetts, though the number of alms-house inmates is much 
smaller, t.he number of separate alms-houses is four times as great; 
there being about two hundred and twenty alms-houses, with a popula­
tion amounting one year ago to about fifty-four hundred persons, or less 
than twenty-five to each alms-house. 

In the early years of my connection with the Massachusetts Board of 
State Charities (1864-5), I visited something more than one hundred of 
the Massachusetts alms-houses-a greater number than was ever visited, 
I suppose, by any other one person. At that period there were two hun­
dred and eighteen city and town alms-houses, of which two hundred 
and fourteen made reports to me, in 1864, of their age, size, number of 
rooms, number of acres in the alms-house farms, etc. 

The substance of these reports WilS given in the first report of the 
Massachusetts Board of Charities, where you will find much information, 
some of it quite curious in regard to these town and city alms-houses. 

In the fourteen years that have since elapsed, many changes have 
occurred, but the general facts remain as they were reported in 1864. 

Our city and town alms-houses are now much more fully occupied than 
they were then, but the four State alms-houses, which then existed, at 
Tewksbury, Rainsford Island, Bridgewater and Monson, have been 
reduced to one at Tewksbury, with a small pauper branch at the State 
Primary School in Monson, and at the State ·Work-house in Bridgewater. 
The two institutions last-named occupy the old buildings of the State 
alms-houses at Monson and Bridgewater respectively. You have visited 
all t.hese State establishment,s, I think, and know what their present 
condition is. I shall say something about the Tewksbury Alms-house 
presently• 
. At the present time there are probably less than five thousand rooms 

in all the Massachusetts alms-houses, not more than two-thirds of which 
are dormitories, and Ollr two hundred and twenty structures of this kind 
would be overcrowded with seven thousand inmates. 

As the number of the poor receiving support and relief at anyone 
time in the whole State is sometimes as high as thirty thousand, it is 
evident that Massachusetts could not furnish" indoor relief" for all her 
poor. I take it that the same is true in New York, though, perhaps, the 
disproportion is there less between the house room forthe indoor poor, 
and the whole number receiving aid at anyone time. Nor is there any 
community, so far as I know, where the house room for the indoor poor 
is ample for more than a third part of those who habitually receive 
public aid in some form. 

Is it likely that enough house room for all the poor will ever be pro­
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vided? I am quite sure it never will be in Massachusetts, unless the 
number of public poor shall be reduced much below what it ever has 
been wit.hin 'my recollection. Our alms-houses in this State have not 
been very costly; many of them are quite inadequate and unsuitable 
in their structure and appointments, and very few of them are models 
of alms-house building. Yet, such as they are, they now stand at a 
valuation of nearly e3,000,000, and have probably cost as much as that, 
ncluding tho farms belonging to them. That is to say: the house 
room and farm-steadings for an average of less than five thousand pau­
pers fully supported in the Massachusetts alms-houses, in 1878, the tax­
payers have paid for at the rate of $600 for each pauper, or $3,000 for 
each family of five. If we add to this the sum expended on the hos­
pitals and asylums for the insane poor-who are now maintained in 
them and not in the alms-houses, to the number of two thousand per­
sons-we shall find the average outlay much greater. For the buildings 
of this class, the tax-payers of Massachusetts have incurred an outlay 
of not less than $4,000,000, or $2,000 for each pauper inmate of the 
average number, reckoning in only those who are insane. For an 
aggregate of not more than seven thousand paupers, therefore, sane and 
insane, the people of Massachusetts have incurred construction ex­
penses of at least $7,000,000, or ~n.ooo for each inmate of the average 
number. ,:rhe yearly interest on this at six per cent is $60 per year, or 
more than is paid, on an average, for the out-door relief of three poor 
persons during an entire year in Massachusetts. Is it likely, then, or is it 
desirable-even if out-door relief in Mas'sachusetts should appear to be 
excessive-that our people will incur an outlay simply to house 01UJ 

poor person, as great as would be the cost of feeding and clothing three 
persons who now get occasional aid P Is it probable, upon any theory, 
that we are giving out-door relief to three times as many poor persons as 
is necessary? If this is not probable, then Massachusetts ought. not, 
merely as an economical measure, to make her in-door accommodations 
for the poor ample enough to include all who need public relief; and, 
in point of fact, she never will, nor will any community which lias a 
poor-law system. Instead of this, and especially instead of consigning 
all the public poor to that common receptacle of old and young, sane 
and insane, the old-fashioned alms-house, our communities are now, and 
for a period of years have been, separating and classifying the poor, 
and sendi_ng them to different homes, or allowing them to remain in 
their own hOllses. 

The question of alms-house building, then, widens out into a consider­
ation of homes for the children, hospitals for the sick and insane, work­
house::; for the able-b{ldied, anci schools for tho~e who can be taught in 
classes. These different structures may all be combined in_ one {"lTeat 
establishment, like the Blockley Alms-house at Philadelphia, with its 
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population of four thousand poor persons, of every age, sex, class and 
degree of disability; but it is far better to separate the poor and to 
make the buildings as distinct as possible, even if they are to stand 
on the same farm, or in the same county or township. It is not the best 
arrangement (oftentimes it is the worst possible course) to keep the 
sane and insane poor under the same roof in any considerable numbers. 
It is much better to take the children out of the alms-houses, and care for 
them in schools or homes, from which they can go out into families with 
as little delay as possible. It is important to separate the idle and the 
vicious poor, the tramps, prostitutes, drunkards and petty thieves from 
the honest poor, and from those yet untaught in vice. For this purpose 
work-houses are very convenient, receiving none but sentenced peraons, 
and detaining these against their will, until they have paid by their 
labor a part of the cost to which they have put the public.· It will often 
happen that, after all of these selections have been made from the general 
mass of the public poor, there will remain a nnmerous body of persons, 
both old and young, laborious and idle, sane and insane, who cannot 
well be received into the special establishments for each class, but must 
fall into the general current of pauperism, and be maintained in the 
ordinary alms-house, of which we have so inany in Massachusetts. 

Let me, therefore, makA a few suggestions in regard to the buildings 
proper for this mixed collection of the poor, in which members of all the 
distinct classes above named may occasionally find a place. There are 
few such model alms-houses anywhere, and I do not now remember any 
among the hundred I have visited in Massachusetts, which could not be 
much improved in their arrangement and the ordinary management of 
their business. Very few, in fact, have been constructed for the special 
uses to which they are now put; but most of the existing alms-houses 
were built when the numbers and classification of the public poor were 
quite different from what they are now. Since they were built many 
changes and additions have been made to adapt the alms-houses to the 
present nee"ds of the community. Buildings have been constructed for 
the chronic insane, either separately or in wings of the main structure; 
portions of the building have been converted into school-rooms for 
children, hospital rooms for the sick, and places of confinement for sen­
tenced paupers or for tramps. The latter class has so much increased of 
late years, that separate buildiugs have in many towns been erected 
or fitted up for their lodging or temporary detention, while, in 
some cities and towns, yards have been inclosed, in which they are 
required to do a small amount of work to pay for their lodging and 
food. In all cases where separate buildings, for this or any other pur­
pose, can be conveniently placed on the alms-house farm, it is better to 
build separately, than to annex wings or extensions to the alms-house 
proper. 
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The alms-house, strictly speaking, should be built for the reception 
of those who are unable, through age or infancy, sickness or infirmity, 
to support themselves, and who have no kindred or friends able to give 
them a home. Where there are such kindred or friends it is better, in 
most cases, to require them to give a home to the poor person, and to 
pay something from the public funds in aid of the family income; pro­
vided always that the expenditure of this allowance-technically called 
out-door relief-is carefully looked after by the poor-law authorities of 
the immediate locality. I express this opinion advisedly, after a long 
observation of the administration of the public charity in my own State, 
and much study of recorded experience of other States and countries. 
It is easy to extend out-door relief too freely, and this has often been 
done, and will be done again. But the abase or misuse of a good thing 
gives no argument against its proper use, unless we can show that it 
cannot be employed without serious abuses. In-door relief may also be 
abused, and is so abused in various ways, in all places where I have 
seen it in practice. But nobody thinks we ought to give up alms-houses 
on this account; they are a necessity of poor-law administration, and 
should be better built and more carefully managed in order to avoid the 
evils now attendant upon them. 

I wish I could point out a single alms-house in Massachusetts which 
could properly be called a model. You may have such in New York, 
but I am not aware we have any here. We have many that are good, 
but none that are perfect or practically perfect in their design and con­
struction. Since, therefore, I cannot refer you to any model alms~house, 
let me do the next best thing-draw your attention to a very imperfect 
and faulty one, whose defects have been pointed out by a lady of much 
experience and good sense in such matters-Mrs. Leonard, of Spring­
field. In a report made in September to the Union Relief Society, of 
Springfield, Mrs. Leonard says, concerning the Springfield alms-house: 
"When our alms-house was erected it was ill-planned, and is now a 
monument of blundering and half measures. Our city authorities are 
in a fa:r way to blunder still further, in a proposed enlargement. The 
prevailing folly of too large institutions has been sharply condemned 
by the best experts in public charitable methods. There is, however, 
always a class of sick persons who are incurable, and will properly come 
into the alms-house. To these, our city physician refers in his last 
annual report; patients dying of cancer, and affi.icted with other noi­
some diseases, who must be sheltered and made comfortable. For these 
incurables a small detached one-story wooden pavilion near the alms­
house is the proper receptacle. Such a building could be erected at the 
cost of one or two thousand donars, and should, after some years of use 
and consequent permeation by diseased particles, be destroyed and re­
placed. 
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"We urge upou our city goverument not to waste one penny upon 
enlargement or alteration of the main building. Place the men in the 
southwest wing, thus separating them wholly from the women, as they 
should be. Do not divide the large wards designed f<!r the school~room 
and dormitory of the truants. The feeble and old men can occupy these 
as they are, and with the wards now occupied by pauper boys, in the 
same and in the- adjacent small rooms, fifty men can be comfortably 
lodged in the two lower stories of that wing. Large wards are in com­
mon use in all hospitals and alms-houses, and are more easily warmed, 
lighted, ventilated and attended, and will accommodate more persons 
than if the space were broken up iuto separate rooms. While separate 
sleeping~r~)Oms are necessary for correctional and reformatory institu­
tions, they are not desirable for hospitals or alms~houses for all inmates. 
Our city alms-house has already a sufficient number of small apart­
ments, and no expense is desirable for partition of rooms. The truant­
school is still all incubus UpOIl the alms-house. There are at present 
only seven truants there, who occupy space sufficient for thirty paupers. 
They prevent the separation of the sexes into opposite wings, a change 
which decency and morality demand. The city should hire a small 
dwelling-house for them uutil a county truant-school can be established. 
We advise the passage of a law by the next Legislature making county 
truant-schools obligatory, and forbidding the commitment of all children 
over three years of age to any alms-house where adult paupers are main­
tained, even for a single night, except epileptic, idiotic and feeble­
minded or defective children. The children's law of New York (chap. 
173, acts of 1875), which has been very beneficial in its operation, should 
be enacted in Massachusetts, which is behind New York in matters re­
lating to pauper children. There are about one thollsand pauper 
children in Massachusetts alms-houses, subject to all the influences 
which tend to their permanent pauperization. Our overseers should 
either indenture or board out everyone of these children in families or 
private charitable institutions, where at the same cost as at present they 
will come under better training and elevating influences. The practical 
effect of this method will be to cause the friends and relatives of oue­
half these children to support them. 

"The breaking up of intemperate, idle and d:ssolute families is not 
only permissible, but often it is the best possible charity. A foolish, 
unreflecting sentimentalism prevents, in many cases, the separation, and 
pauperism is thereby cultivated and perpetuated. The removal of the 
truant school, the placing out of all the pauper children, and the care of 
the very sick paupers at the pl·0pe?· place, the city hospital, would at 
once do away with the necessity for enlarging the alms-house." 

These recommendations of l\frs. Leonard apply to a city of thirty-two 
thousand inhabitants, where a new alms-house was built some five years 
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since, with room enough, but very ill arranged, and in which, till now, 
a" truant school" for young delinquents has been maintained. In con­
sequence of the remonstrances of Mrs. Leonard and her friends, the 
city government has decided not to enlarge the alms-house building, 
but to remove the truants to a separate house at some distance, and to 
make some of the other changes recommended. Among these is the 
removal of the pauper children also from the alms-house,.according to the 
example set by you and the other State aGthorities of New York. It is 
also proposed, though not yet determined, that those paupers sick with 
chronic diseases shall be placed in one-story hospital wards, such as the 
experience of our armies in the civil war showed t.o be tb9 best for 
general purposes, and that the viciout) paupers who can work shall be 
sent, not to the alms-house, but to some place of confinement, where 
they may be compelled to labor. This last suggestion applies, of course, 
to tram.ps, and though we have not yet carried it out very thoroughly in 
any part of Massachusetts, we hope to do so under legislative authority 
in the coming year. , 

It is quite probable that the present State work-house at Bridgewater 
may be taken as one of th~ houses of detention for tramps, many of whom 
are now sent there under general laws, which it is proposed to supple­
ment by special legislation for the simultaneous arrest of tramps, some­
thing after the manner proposed in ou!' report at Cincinnati last May. 

The buildings of the great State alms-house, at Tewksbury, are quite 
as defective and ill-arranged, notwithstanding their fine external aspect, 
as those which Mrs. Leonard criticised at Springfield. You could see 
bow faulty were the apartments for the foundling children, and you 
probably noticed how far the hospital building for the sane deviates 
from the correct principles laid down by Dr. Wylie in his paper read 
last May at the Cincinnati Conference of Charities. The suggestion for 
the Tewksbury hospital, as originally made by the Board of Charities, 
in the reports for 1864, and subsequent years, was almost exactly that of 
Dr. Wylie; but the local authorities failed to understand and act upon 
such simple principles. The same is to be said of the smaller hospital 
in connection with the State Primary School at Monson. I regret t,hat 
the State authorities of Massachusetts did not second the efforts of Dr. 
Allen, Dr. Howe, and their colleagues on the Board of Charities, and 
make the State buildings models in all respects; but, as you saw; this\ 
is far from being the case. Massachusetts has established, however, \ 
within the past ten years, a very sensible and efficient system of out­
door relief for the State poor, which was fully explained in Dr. Wheel­
wright's paper, read at the Cincinnati conference. 

This was the work of the Board of Charities, and part.icularly of Dr. 
Wheelwright himself, who, since the death of Dr. Howe, is by far the 

I 
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most sagacious and experienced person connected with the poor-law 
administration in Massachusetts. 

In conclusion, let me say that, in my judgment, we must always main­
tain alms-houses, but. that these should not be built very large at first, 
nor should they be extended by subsequent additions, if it is possible to 
provide for the needs of the poor in separate structures under a more 
careful classification, and especially that we should not keep children 
in an alms-house beyond the age of infancy, nor even then, if any 
better place can be provided. 

Along with alms-houses we should also have work-houses, and asylums 
for the chronic insane, in distinct buildings, and at a distance from the 

,alms-house if practicable. 
These places of in-door relief should be used to supplement and correct 

the abuses of out-door relief-by which I mean, aid given to the poor in 
their own families, or at the homes of thei1· kindred and friends. 

These two methods of public aid to the poor should go along side by 
side, each supplying and correcting the defects of the other. 

Yours truly, 
F . .B. SANBORN. 

CONCORD, MASS., Ocl. 22, 1878. 
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REPORT. 


To the State Board of Charities: 
As Commissioners for the county of New York, we have felt very 

deeply the loss of our colleague, Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, who died Feb­
ruary 9, 1878. In every emergency dnring the year, we have missed his 
cheerful courage and zealous energy, and we have, of couri:ie, been able 
to accomplish far less in our district than we should have done had we 
had his help. 

A year ago we laid before you a communication, which we had pre­
sented to the Mayor of New York, giving 0111' impressions concerning 
the public charities of the city. We now propose to report directly to 
you upon the occurrences of the past year in those same institutions, and 
to give a short accollnt of their present condition. 

We shall, as then, lay more stress upon what remains to be done than 
upon what has already been accomplished, for whatever credit may be 
due to individuals for improvements made, the deficiencies are stilI great. 

THE EMERGENCY HOSPITAL, EAST TwENTY-SIXTH STREET. 

This small hospitlA appears to have been well managed from the be­
ginning. It was established eighteen months ;;tgo to receive women in 
labor who were fonnd in the streets, and could not be removed to Black­
well's hland. The number of patients is always very small, and com­
petent pl>ysicians and nurses are in charge. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, .EAST TWENTY-SIXTH STREET. 

Census, Decembe1' 31, 1878. 
Paid officers and employees.................................. .. 81 

Patients, men ...................................................... 423 


,vomen ................................................. . 180
" 
Work-house help, men .........................~ .............. . 1 


" ",vomen ...........-.. " ............... , ......" 15 


Total........................................................ 700 
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The visitors of the Board report as follows.
* * * *" The general conditiou of Bellevue Hospital is improved.

* * the wards and beds are in good order and quite clean. * * * 
" The cells are still in a deplorable condition." * * * 
The cells here referred to are those spoken of in our communication 

to the Mayor last year, and are used for the confinement of all insane 
patients waiting to be transferred to the asylums, as well as for persons 
attacked with delirium tremens. During the year, 1,760 persons have been 
confined in these cells, 308 of whom were insane, and subsequently trans­
ferred to the asylums. These cells, or those in the" Tombs," are the 
only places belonging to New York city where a stranger, who becomes 
insane, can be lodged to await an examination by physicians. 

In January and February, one of the visitors of the Board made daily 
visits for thirty days to these cells, and, upon the receipt of his report, a 
strong appeal was made to the Commissiouers of Public Charities and 
Correction, to ask for an appropriation to erect a proper building for 
insane patients detained at Bellevue Hospital. Finally, in May, an 
appropriation of $10,000 was obtained from the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment, but even the fonndations of the building were 
not laid until October or November. It is now in process of construc­
tion, and will not certainly be finished before the first of March. 

During the year, two turrets for baths, closets, etc., have been added 
to Bellevue Hospital, and through the generosity of an individual, a new 
surgical pavilion has been erected in the grounds of the hospital. 

CHARITY HOSPITAL, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

Census, December 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees....................... ............ 58 

Patients, men...................................................... 478 


" 'vomen ....................................., ............ 336 
Work-house help, men.......................................... 4 

" " . ,vomen ......... ............................. 52 

Tota1. ....................................................... 928 

This hospital has also been improved in several minor respects during 
the year. 

The mingling of aU classes still contInues, however, especially in the 
rear of the building, in the wash-house, etc., where work-house women, 
male and female patients, children and penitentiary prisoners, may be 
seen freely commingling. The Chief-of-Staff recommended, in his last 
annual report, the building of a new wash-house in another part of the 
grounds. This is needed for many reasons, and would be a great 
improvement. The present wash-house is most inadequate for the pur­
poses of the hospital, and is a discredit to the institution. 
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The following letters require no explanation: 
May 3d, 1878. 

To the Commissioners of Publia Charities and Correation: 

GENTLEMEN - At the last. meet.ing of the Stat.e Board of Charities, a 
report was presented from the Visiting Committee of the county of New 
York, requesting t.hat an inquiry be made concerning the system of 
management of the Training School for Nurses at Charity Hospital. 
The report was referred to the Commissioners for New York, and we 
have in accordance with the directions of the Board. informed ourselves 
upon the subject referred to. _ 

So far as the present condition of the school is concerned, we are glad 
to say that we found it to be better than we had feared-every person 
examined testified to the improvement which had taken place during 
the past year in the discipline of the school. This does not mean, how­
ever, that still further improvements might not be made, for we discov­
ered very serious deficiencies; nor can we speak favorably of the system 
by which the school is managed, which was the special point to which 
our inquiry was directed. 

The fact that the school is at present comparatively satisfactory, is no 
guarantee that it will continue to be so; the improvement has resulted 
from the appointment of a more efficient Chief-of-Staff of Charity Hos­
pital, and should the next change result in securing a less efficient offi­
cer, the school would again return to its old condition. The character 
of so important a part of the hospital service should certainly not de­
pend on the kind of man who happens to be chosen as head of the hos­
pital; it should be governed in some way which will ensure its steady 
progress in usefulness and value, without regard to changes in the man­
agement of the hospital or the department. In order to accomplish 
this result, the Training School should be under the direct charge of a 
comparatively permanent volunteer committee, which would be quite 
independent of any changes occurring in the hospital, and we would 
suggest that you choose a number of ladies and gentlemen in whose 
judgment you have confidence, and request them to constitute them­
selves the Board of Managers of the Training School for Nurses of 
Charity Hospital. Let this committee have entire control of the school, 
and hold them responsible for its efficient management. 

Will you please to let us know your opinion of this suggestion, as 
there are many minor errors in management to which we wish to call 
your attention, if you continue to be the governing body of the Train­
ing School for Nurses . 

. Respectfully, 
(Signed.) EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 

JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL. 
Comrs. of the State Board of Charities. 
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May 22,1878. 

To the Oommissioners of Public Oharities and Correction: 


GENTLEMEN-We are informed, by a letter from your Secretary, under 
date of May 8th, that your Board takes a very different view from our 
own in regard to what is required to place the Charity Hospital Train­
ing School for Nurses on a satisfactory footing. We can only regret this 
extremely, for we fear that you may, in the future, enconnter very 
serious results from your present system. In writing to you on the third 
instant, we said that we had further suggestions to make, in regard to 
the Training School, and these we shall now enumerate in the order of 
their importance: ' 

1st. We recommend that, in place of the Supervising Nurse, there 
should be a Superintendent of Nurses. Besides her other duties, the 
Superintendent should be especially responsible for the conduct and 
health of the nurses. 'Ve judge, from testimony tak~n by us, that a 
much stricter oversight of the IJurses is required than has existed hither­
to, and this whole department should be placed absolutely in the hands 
of the Superintendent of Nurses. The Chief-of-Staff should be head of 
the Training School only in so for as he is head of the whole hospital; 
the Superintendent of Nurses shonld be the actual head of the Training 
School. On this point, Miss Florence Nightengale, one of the first 
authorities on hospital nursing, writes as follows: 

" Simplicit.y of rules, placing the nurses in all matters regarding man­
agement of sick, absolute!y under the orders of the medical men, and in 
all disciplinary matters, under the female Superintendent, to whom the 
medical officers should report all cases of neglect, is very important. At 
the outset there must be a clear and recorded definition of the limits of 
these two classes of jurisdiction. Of course, if she does not exercise the 
authority intrusted to her with judgment and precision, it is then the 
legitimate province of the governing body to interfere and remove her. 
It is necessary to dwell strongly on this point, becanse there has been 
not unfrequently a disposition shown to make the nursing establishment 
responsible on the side of discipliue to the medical officer or Governor of 
the Hospital. An attempt to introduce such a system would be merely 
to try anew, and fail anew, in an attempt which has frequently been 
made. In disciplinary matters a woman only can understand a woman." 

2d. One of the house staff should be selected by the Superintendent 
to attend the nurses should they be sick; and no other physician should 
be caned in by any nurse, except by express permission of the Superin­

. tendent. 
f 3d. Provision should be made outside the hospital for sleeping-rooms 
for all the nurses. It is most desirable, as a means of health and disci­
pline, that the nurses should not sleep next their wards, and that there 
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should be a home outside the hospital, under the charge of the Super­
intendent of Nurses. 

4th. The day-nurses should be required to be in bed at 10 P. M., 

when all their lights should be out, and the night-nurses should always 
be required to spend at least eight hours of each day in bed. 

5th. The Superintendent should have an assistant, whom she should 
train to take her place in her absence. 

6th. The Superintendent should also appoint one of the nurses, who 
has been in the school a year, to be head of the night-nurses, and report 
in regard to their work each morning. The duty of reporting nurses 
for neglect of duty should not be left to the night-watch. 

7th. The night-nurses should stay in their wards except when passing 
from one to another, and they should not be allowed to sit in the halls. 

8th. No nurse should be assigned to night-duty until she has been in 
the school for four months; and no nurse should serve on night-duty for 
a longer term thau oue mouth at a time. 

!lth. Each nurse who goes out on leave should have a written leave of 
absence from the Superintendent-before obtaining a pass. 

10th. We should recommend that the nurses wear a uniform while in 
the SCllOOl. 

11th. We recommend that the pupils of the Training School should 
not have charge of the male wards. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 

EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 
Commissioners of the State Board of Charities. 

MATERNITY PAVILIONS, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

Census, December 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees................................. 10 

Patients, women.................................................. 10 


" babies.................................................. 8 

Work-house help.................................................. 3 


.Total........................................................ 31 


These two pavilions, situated near the alms-house, were begun in De­
cember,1876. The pavilions were occupied toward the end of January, 
] 878, and within one month four deaths from puerperal fever had oc­
curred, and the pavilions were closed for fumigation, etc. On April 1, 
one was reopened and patients again received, and about the 20th of 
that month one patient committed suicide, having been placed in a ward 
alone, from which she escaped in the night, and it is supposed drowned 
herself, as no trace could be found of her, except the plint of her bare 
feet under the window. There was no night-watch at the time in that 
pavilion. We were about to make a thorough inquiry into the manage­

16 
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ment of these pavilions, when we learned that the Bellevue Board of Ob­
stetrical Surgeons had the matter in charge, and we therefore left it in 
their hands. 

Since that date the pavilions have again been closed in order to' allow 
certain improvements about the grounds to be made, and they were re­
opened about the beginning of August. Each time that the pavilions 
are closed, the patients are received at Charity Hospital. 

During the past five months the pavilions seem to have been well 
managed, and the result has been satisfactory to the visiting physicians, 
so far as we can learn. 

ALMS-HOUSE, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

Oensus, Dece;mber 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees................................. . 22 

Inmates, men.................................................... . 614 


women........................................... ~ .... . 563
" 
Work-house help, lnen ....................................... .. 1 


" "women .................................... . 29 


Total ...... ;............................................... 1,229 


This institution has been subject to thorough inspection by ourselves 
and our visitors, and various suggestions have been made to the Com­
missioners of Public Charities and Correction in relation to it, some of 
which have been promptly complied with. 

Other important recommendations have, however been disregarded, 
and the following extracts from a report made to us in March are still 
applicable: 

"When the male inmates leave the wards in the morning they are 
not expected to visit them again until bed-time. The men not able to 
work in the shops, bake-house, etc., spend their time in the open air, or 
in an old out-building called' the Shed.' This building is about 25 x 
100 feet, heated by OHe stove in the centre. * * * In this building 
congregate, on cold or inclement days, all the men not at work in the 
shops or wards. The air is loaded with tobacco smoke, and the exhala­
tions from two or three hundred people. The stench is intolerable, and 
it is astonishing how the men live in it. * * * There are at present, 
on the male side, about forty-five epileptics; probably no worse place 
than the alms-house could have been selected for them. They belong 
to a class for whose cure little can be done, though, by proper medica­
tion and humane treatment, their calamity may be much mitigated. 
With few exceptions, they are people of filt.hy and disgusting habits and 
difficult to manage. They are irresponsible for their actions, and are 
liable at any moment to inflict injnry on themselves or their fellow­
patients. TIrey are to be classed with the insane, and require watching 
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and proper restraint at times. At the alms-house two wards are assigned 
to them, with one orderly to each ward. No trained person has any 
supervision over them, nor is any steady medical treatment ob­
served." * *. * 

The cooking apparatus is insufficient on both the male and female 
side. The same kettles are used to cook all the food the inmates re­
ceive. The coffee is boiled in them in the morning; the soup at noon, 
and the tea at night. 

The alms-house is generally very clean, and, as we have said above, 
marked improvements have been made since the beginning of the year. 
A large proportion of the inmates, considering their age aud infirmities, 
are employed in various ways. There is a tin-shop and a carpenter's 
shop, besides others, attached to the institution. Some of the women 
knit and sew. 

INCURABLE HOSPITAL, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

Census, December 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees..... ...••. .•..•. •...•.•...•.. ..•• 3 
Patients, men....... .•..•........ .... ............. ....•.. ..... ...•• 54 

" women.................................................. 52 

Total. .....•..........•.•..••••••..••..•..••..•••.•..•...•.•• 109 


These two pavilions are on the alms-house grounds, and are more 
comfortable and cheerful than the wards of the alms-house itself. The 
inmates are incurable and chronic cases, and receive a slightly better 
fare than is supplied to the regular inmates of the alms-house. 

WORK-HOUSE, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND., 
Census, December 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees................................ . 28 

Inmates, men.................................................... . 522 


'vomen................................................ . 461
" 
Total. ...........................................:......... 1,011 


To this institution are committed all able-bodied persons who apply 
to the department for support, and here B.lsO are sentenced drunkards 
and other misdemeanants, the nature of whose offenses does not admit of 
a commitment to the penitentiary. From this institution are" trans­
ferred" the" work-house help," who perform all the menial labor in the 
Department of Publie Charities and Correction. This a practice which 
might be conducive of great good to the prisoners themselves, and econ­
omy t.o the department, but as at present administered, it is questionable 
whether the waste of materials and time consequent upon their employ­
ment is not greater than the saving, while the moral evil which results 
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from it is undeniable. The fact that short-term prisoners are, as a rule, 
the only ones transferred, is the secret of the evil effects of this sort of 
labor; nothing can be taught them during the few days they are to 
remaiu, and they will not, or caunot, work without constant supervison. 

The following note on this point explains itself: 

"November 2, 1877. 
" To the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction: 

" GENTLE:\lEN-We recommend, as one step toward diminishing the 
evils consequent on the employment of work-house labor in the chari­
table institutions under your charge, that you reverse your order that 
none but prisoners having short terms to serve should be transferred, and 
make a rule, on the contrary, that only those committed for three or six 
months should be employed outside the work-house. Require that the 
superintendents shall be responsible for the safe-keeping and discipline 
of the prisoners sent to them. * * * * 

"A further improvement would be an order that all prisoners shall be 
uniformed in the work-house before being transferred, which would tend 
to better discipline, and would save trouble to the officers of the institu­
tions to which they are sent. In dealing with those sentenced for short 
terms in the work-house itself, the superintendent should enforce strict 
order, and see that a full day's labor is required of each, so that their 
detention may be a punishment. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed.) THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 
EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 

Commissioners State Board of Charities." 

On December 31st, 1878, there were transferred to other institutions 
(except those on Hart's Island, where were 284), 199 men and'334 
women, which makes the whole number of work-house prisoners, that 
day, 1,800. 

Little change has' taken place in the work-house itself since the open­
ing of the year, except that efforts have been made to secure the entire 
separation of the sexes, which is now almost accomplished. 

The introduction of women keepers on the female side was a great 
improvement, but the lack of a neat uniform for these keepers, leaves 
mnch to be desired. Long, flowing dresses, and hair fantastically ar­
ranged, are not consistent with the duties required of these officers, nor 
can they have a good influence on the prisoners. 

There is still the same want of classification as when we last reported 
on this institution, and if any attempts are made to reform the inmates, 
it is the work of individuals. There is no systematic effort to so influ­
ence the pel'sons committed that they shall not, time after time, return 
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to the work-house, and although complaints are made in their official 
reports by some of the officers of the department that short sentences 
tend r!1ther to increase than to diminish the numbers committed, yet the 
Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction themselves will some­
times recommend to the committing magistrate to release a prisoner who 
has received, in consequence of repeated offenses, a sentence of salutary 
length. 

LUNATIC ASYLUM, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND-(FoR WOMEN.) 

Oensus, Dec. 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees............................ ..... 98 

Pa~ients, main building....................................... 413 


" Retreat. ............ ...... ..... ...... ....... ...... ..... 124 

" Lod~: ................................................. 77 

" pavIhons. ............................................ 583 


:lItlale patients................. ........................ ...... ...... 9 

PatieI;~.s on pass................................................. 28 

'York-house help, Inen......................................... 27 


" "womeu ..................................... 20 


Total. ..................................................... 1,379 


This aGylum continues to be a source of the greatest anxiety to us. 
We see that there is not proper provision for the patients, and we know 
that their surroundings must of necessity increase and prolong the dis­
ease under which they are suffering, and yet we are quite powerless to 
effect any permanent improvement. 

The Lodge and Retreat, where violent cases are confined, are build­
ings quite unfit for any human beings, and yet two hundred insane 
women are shut up in them. The cells in which the patients sleep are, 
in both of the institutions, lighted only by transoms over the doors. At 
night, when the patients spend nearly twelve hours closely shut up in 
these cells, they must be pitch dark, and the air, which is not fresh 
even in the middle of the day, must be poisonous. 

In the Retreat, many of the cells (measuring 7 feet 6 inches x 12 feet 
9 inches x 12 feet) contain two beds; and on one occasion lately, when 
the nurse opened one of these cells in the morning, she found one of 

Jhe patients badly beaten about the head by her companion. The 
pat,ients, as a rille, have nothing to do all day, and seldom go out 
except in the airing courts-bare spaces, surrounded by high board 
fences. Snch circumstances cannot tend to the calming of an excited 
brain, but must. rather serve to increase t.he disease, and fix it upon the 
patient for life. The beneficial influence of a change to pleasanter sur­
ro:mdings, and even partial employment, has been b'llOWll within a few 
weeks, when a number of patients from the Retreat were transferred 
to two new halls in the main building, and were supplied with work; 
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they at once became more quiet and tractable, even although there 
must have been some causes of excitement in the transfer. 

The upper floors of the main building are comparatively pleasant; 
but the basement wards are very dark, and seem peculiarly unfit for 
their present use, namely, as reception hall for all the new case::;, and as 
hospital. 

A report made to the Board by our New York county visitors describes 
this latter hall as follows: 

" The floor is three inches below the ground outside, and there is no 
cellar beneath (the beams of the floor, in fact, rest on the ground). 
Here the bed-rooms measure 6 feet 7. inches x 9 feet 4 inches x 9 feet 4 
inches, and afford 573 cubic feet of air, exclusive of furniture; when 
occupied by one person, 560 cubic feet. In these rooms we have cases 
of dysentery, low fever with terrible bed sores, consumption and erysip­
elas, and confinement cases." * * * 

This ward runs north and south, and the sunny part of the hall is the 
extreme end, where there is one window; so high up that the women 
have to climb up to look out. 

Besides the inadequacy of the buildiugs of the asylum, the number 
of physicians and nurses is quite insufficient; but six physicians for 
twelv~ hundred patients, and seventy-eight nurses, including those 
detailed for night duty, and those absent or ill-a sufficient number of 
nurses for eight hundred patients only. During the past thirteen 
months, there have been six deat.hs from accident in the asylum, as 
follows: 

1st. A suicide on November 20, 1877. This woman was shut up in 
what is called a "guarded room," and was found dead-hung by the 
neck to a hot-water pipe, at 6.30 A. M. The physician said she haa 
been dead about three hours when he saw her body. 

2d and 3d. Two cases of poisoning. One of the patients went to the 
druggist's office to get her allowance of ale, and stole a pint bottle of 
chloroform, which she mixed with the ale, and then gave to another pa­
tient and to awork-house woman, both of whom died. 

4th. June 28. Drowning. A patient escaped from pavilion E, about 
5 P. M., while a new nurse and one just transferred from-another build­
ing were in charge. No regular alarm was given until 11 P. M., and her 
body was found, June 29, in the river. 

5th. July 3. Drowning.' A patient left one of the pavilions after 
breakfast, and her body was found, July 9, in the river. 

6th. November 23. Suicide. A patient hung herself on the hot-water 
pipes in hall 7, in very much the same way as did the other woman a 
year before. 

The pipes in almost aU the rooms are still uncovered. 
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The foregoing fatal accidents appear to be due entirely to want of 
efficient care. Insane patients have been trusted alone, and these re" 
suIts have followed. With a sufficient number of competent nurses, such 
fatalities would be avoided. The system of managing the nurses during 
the past fourteen months, has been such as to render them far less effi­
cient than they otherwise would be. There are frequent transfers of 
nurses from one ward to another, so that the nurses and patients can 
have little personal acquaintance with each other, and the effect is very 
bad. In the Retreat, hall I., where there are forty-four excited patients 
and four nurses, there ~ave been eighteen different nurses since January 1, 
1878, and of those present on November 27, one had served in the hall 
six months, one two months, one five weeks, and one seventeen days. 
The explanation of this system is given by the Superintendent of the 
Asylum, as follows: 
* * * "The many changes of attendants made in Retreat 1. I 

explain as follows: That I deemed it best to put new nurses into that 
hall (where there are always four nurses), in preference to others, in order 
to give the novice in the nursing of the insane a fair trial, inasmuch as 
the Retreat is one of the best halls in the institution for testing the capa­
bilities, patience and endurance of the new attendants in the sphere of 
life which they ha\"o undertaken. If, tj,fter a certain time, I find the 
attendant efficient as regards capability and patience, I transfer her to 
another hall, and appoint a novice to take her place, thus making Retreat 
I. a perfect training school for the uninitiated." * * * . 

The frequent change of physicians is also very disadvantageous to the 
asylum; their want of experience and acquaintance with the patients 
rendering their small number still more unfortunate. 

Of the six physicians now in the asylum, only one had had anyexpe­
rience in the treatment of the insane before entering this institution. 
The dates of their appointment are as follows: 

Superintendent, October 1, 1877. 
Assistant superintendent, December 5, 1877. 
First-assistant physician, August 17, 1877. 
Second-assistant physician, April 5, 1878. 
Third-assistant physician, April 30, 1878. 
Fourth-assistant physician, November 25, 1878. 
The younger men, of course, only enter the asylum for the purpose 

of gaining experience, and tlJis they do at the expense of the patients. 
As a rule, they receive no salaries, and after serving a few months they 
usually resign, giving place to other inexperienced youths. During the 
past two years eighteen physicians have practiced ·in the asylum. 
Among what might seem minor deficiencies in the institution, may be 
lloted the want of a neat uniform for the nurses, whose present mode of 
dress is ill suited for the work they have to do. 
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The following are extracts from the report of one of the visitors of the 
State Board, dated December 2, 1878: 

" In closing the year we may detail the points of improvement and 
deterioration in the asylum. 

" hU'ROVEMENTS. 

"1st. Two new halls have been opened in the center-house, to which 
patients have been removed from the Lodge and Retreat, effecting a 
marked benefit in each. 

"2d. A pavilion has been built on Hart's Island, which is nearly or 
quite ready for use. This will further relieve the asylum by receiving 
some seventy or eighty patients. * * * 

"3d. New sitting-rooms have been opened from the old halls. * * * 
"4th. The airing court of the Retreat has been enlarged and cleared 

up. 
"5th. A new road has been built to the Retreat. 

" DETERIORATIONS. 

"1st. * * The restriction of the 'Lodge patients to the airing court 
for out-door exercise. 

"2d. The use of the dining-rooms in the center building as bed­

rooms. * * 
"3d. The use of the new halls for excited patients. These halls are 

on the fourth story, and contain, one, fifty-one, and the other fifty-five 
patients. ,Patients of this class onght not to be kept together in such 
large nnmbers, and ought always to live where they have easy access to 
the open air. 

"4th. Less general cleanliness of the clothing of patients, and of the 
buildings. 

"5th. Increased frequency in the changes of nurses, most noticeable 
in the Retreat." * * 

HOM<EOPATHIC HOSPITAL, WARD'S ISLAND. 

Census Dec. 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employes: ........... ....... ........... ...... 37 

Patients, men...................................................... 213 


" ,vowen... ..... ....... ...... ..... ....... ...... ...... ..... 89 

Work-house help, men.......................................... 23 


" "\vomen........................................ 59 

Insane \vomen..........................'........................... 150 


Total. ....................................................... 571 


This hospital contains a very incongruous element, in one hundred 
and fifty insane women, part of whom were transfel'l'ed from Black­
well's Island in January, 1878, and the rest a little latter. At the time 
when the first transfer was made, we were informed by one of our visitors 
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that several very violent patients, selected from the worst wards at the 
lunatic asylum had been sent to Ward's Island, with a very smaH num­
ber of nurses. There proved to be seventy-one patients with three 
nnrses, one of whom had never taken care of the insane before, and the 
Superintendentof the Homroopathic Hospital made no claim to any knowl­
edge of insanity. On the first visit of our visitor to the hospital, he 
fonnd but one nurse, and that the inexperienced one, in charge of aU 
the patients. 

The attention of the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correc­
tion was at once called to these circumstances, and a number of the most 
violent cases were returned to the asylum, and a larger number of nurses 
detailed. Almost all the patients have since that time been changed, 
and at present they are aU of the quiet class, who might be well cared 
for in pavilions instead of occupying space which should be given to the 
sick. The wads are quite unfit for insane patients, and it is very dif­
ficult to care for them, especially at night. Oil two floors, one night­
nurse has charge of seventy-nine women, scattered through five rooms, 
so situated that what occurs in one can neither be heard nor seen in some 
of the others, so that even constant vigilance may fail to preveut serious 
disturbauce and disaster. 

The rest of the hospital, although not intended for the purpose to 
which it is now put., appears to be well managed and in good order. 
Here, as elsewhere, in the department, the female employees should 
wear a uniform drass, the want of which is very observable. 

bSA:\"E ASYLU:lI, ~NARD'S ISLAND-(FoR MEN.) 

Census Dec. 31, 1878. 

Paid oScors and employees............................. ..... 86 

Patients, lnain building......................... ............... 689 


" emigratiou Annex.... ...... ...•. ....... ...... ..... 300 

Work-house wOlnen............................................. 36 


Total. ..................................................... 1,111 


" The following letter was written more than a year since: 
" November 13,1877. 

" To the Commissione1'S of Public Cha1'ities and Correction: 
, GENTLE:\1EN-Although in our report on ,the charitable institutions of 
this city, presented to the Mayor October 30, we expressed it as our 
opinion that the wages paid to keepers and attendants in your depart­
ment were too low, we do not wish to be responsible for the recommen­
dation to increase the rate of wages while tIle present system of appoint­
ing these subordinate officers continues. We think that even with very 
low wages, it might be possible, under a proper system of making 
appointment.s, to secure efficient attendants, while we do not believe 
that. an increase would be any advantage unless a radical change is made. 
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t< Our recommendation in regard to this subject would be, of course, 
that which we made to you last April, that the Superintendent of each 
institution should have full power to appoiut and remove his subordi­
nates, but knowing yonr opinion, that your Superintendents are not, 
as a rule, competent to support such a responsibility, w~ suggest that, as 
an experiment, you try our plan in one institntion alone, the Insane 
Asylum, on Ward's Island, giving the Resident Physician, Dr. A. E. 
MacDonald, absolute control over all his subordinates, and holding him 
to account for the proper conduct of the asylum. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed.) THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 
EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 

Commissioners of the State Board of Charities." 

Althougp the suggestion contained in the above letter has not been 
fully carried out, yet it has been partially adopted, and has prodnced 
good results. 

On the application of a man for It position as attendant, he is referred 
to the Superint.endent, who is required to report whether or not he finds 
any objection to his appointment; and in case he does, the man is 
rejected. This has raised the character of the attendants in some degree. 

The institution has the appearance of being well managed. The 
attendants wear a neat uniform, and there is a satisfactory air of good 
discipline. 

The asylum is badly overcrowded, however, and the emigration 
Annex, where are three hundred patients, is most unfit for the insane. 
It is a building of three storieH; each story consisting of one large hall, 
where one hundred film sleep, and pass the day in idleness, except 
when tlley are taken out for a walli:. They dine iu the basement, which 
is a dreary, miserable-looking place, and nothing could well be less 
attractive or suitable for its present use than the whole building. It 
was granted to the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction by 
the Emigration Commission for one year, and was accepted as a great 
favor. When the year expires, it is impossible to say where the patients 
can be housed. A now wing to tho asylu:n, to accommodate two hun­
dred and twenty-five patients, has been begun, but the appropriation 
is not sufficient, and it will probably not be completed for more 
than a year, no additional appropriation 'having been made by the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to finish it. Meanwhile, the 
number of the insane continues to increase very fast, more than two 
hundred male patients alone having been added during the year. 

Two deaths from culpable carelessness, on the part of attendants, have 
occurred within thirtcenmontkl: In the first,apatientattaclicdanattcnd­
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ant, who so injured him, in defending himself, that the former died; 
in the second case, a patient was scalded in the bath, and died within a 
short time. The attendants who were responsible for these accidents 
were discharged. 

RANDALL'S ISLAND. 

Census, December 31, 1878. 

Officers and employees.................................. ...... 74 

Infants' Hospital, mothers.. ..... ............ ......... . ...... 79 


". " children .................. ...... ... . ...... 189 

Idiot School............... ........................ ........ . ...... 97 

Idiot HospitaL..... ...... ....................... ......... . ...... 29 

Hopeless idiots, boys........................... ........ . ...... 22 


" "girls .............................. .-.... ....... 20 

Large idiot boys... ..... ....... ..... ...... ...... ......... . ...... 43 

Children's Hospital, boys ....... ............ .......... ...... 93 


" '.' girls. ............................ ...... 71 

Branch Charity Hospital, men ..................... . ...... 48 


" " "women.................. . ...... 43 

Penitentiary men ...... ...... ...... ............ ......... . ...... 51 

Work-house help, men.................................. ...... 39 


" "women............................. . ...... 96 

Branch Insane Asylum.................................. ...... 120 


TotaL ..................................................... 1,114 


The extraordinarily varied character of the persons under the care of 
the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correct.ion, on this island, 
renders the post of Superintendent one of the most difficult offices in the 
department; yet, at one time during the past year, the salary of that 
officer was fixed at $1,200, or only three hundred dollars more than 
that of the Principal of the idiot school. 

The following letter, dated April, 1878, reqnires no explanation: 

"To the Commissione1's of Charities and Cor1'ection of the city of New Y O1'k: 

"GENTLEMEN-The attention of the State Board of Charit.ies, at their 
last meeting, was called to the existence of scurvy in the Idiot Asylum, 
on Randall's Island, and the subject was referred to the undersigned 
for investigation. 

"On the fourth instant they proceeded to Randall's Island for the 
purpose of carrying out their instructions, and held a rigid exam­
ination, under oath, of nearly aU the officers and employees attached to 
or connected with the Idiot Asylum. 

"It is not the purpose ofthe undersigned to give yon in detail the result 
of this examination, which extended report will be duly submitted to 
their own board. They purpose, however, to lay before you their conclu­
sions, which they are satisfied will be found justified by tlle examination, 
which t!1cy are informed has been held by ~our own board. 

.;. " 
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The death record of the Idiot Asylum from January 1, 1878, up to the 
end of March, 1878, shows eleven deaths against sixteen in the whole 
of the year Hl77 I .'l'wo other deaths had taken place in April, pending 
the examination; one on the first, and the other on the second. Thir­
teen deaths in the first quarter of this year, against sixteen in the 
whole of last year, is surely an alarming condition. It is fairly sup­
posable that some uniform rate of mortality would prevail in an institu­
tion of this class, as well as in others, where admissions and discharges 
prevail. It is the variation ffom this rate that gave the direction to the 
inquiries of the undersigned. 

"They find­
"1st. That scurvy appeared among the inmates as far back as June or 

July, of last year. 
"2d. The first knowledge of the existence of the disease acquired by 

the assistant physician in charge of the Idiot Asylum Hospital, Dr. 
Richards, was in January last, and by the Medical Superintendent about 
the same time. . 

"3d. By the t.estimony of the cook, vegetables to the amount of four 
hundred and fifty pounds were served to the asylum in the month of 
March, beside the usual quantity in the soup. Before March no vegeta­
bles were served separately, in addition to those in the soup. 

"4th. The additional supply mentioned showed the recognition of its 
need, but proves inattention to that need, during, at least, the two pre­
ceding months of the known existence of the disease. 

"5th. The undersigncd cannot be wronr in denouncing this inattention 
as culpable negligence, to which the duration of the disease, and proba­
bly the mortality that ensllcd, illtty be attributed. It is no answer to 
say that the patients wcrc otherwise diseased constitutionally; the 
responsibility is for a disease accidental and preventable, and is the 
greater because the disease was the more dangerous in its action on the 
feeble constitutions of the idiot children. 

"6th. It is for yOUI' Board to determine where this grave responsibility 
rests. The undersigncd could not but receive the impression that the 
Superintendent did noi; excrciilB that active vigilance which the situation 
demanded when informed of the existence of scurvy. The character of 
the diet furnished to hospital patients should necessarily engage the 
watchful attention of a person occnpying the position of a medical 
superintendent; more especially shon1d this be the case in the superin­
tendent of an idiot asylum, and still more so of an idio-t asylum hospita1. 
The medical assistants on the island are volunteers, and not salaried, 
and cannot be expected tu l1fl.ve that sense of resnonsibility imposed 
npon a paid ufficial. It would be easy to show from the evidence (in 
such a case almost necessarily contradictory), that the matron failed in 
attention to her duty; thai; the steward might have been morc vigilant; 
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that the nurses or other attendants were negligent, but lor the shortcom­
ings of thesp- persons the Superintendent must be looked to for explana­
tion, and the only explanation he can give is, too much work and indif­
ferent assistance. Perhaps it might be contended that the evil lay in 
the diversity of work and the want of system in the organization. The 
Island is a sort of relieving depot for Blackwell's and Ward's Islands, 
and contains delegations from Charity Hospital, the Work-house and 
the Asylum for Insane. Even on the theory that this is a temporary 
and transient state of affairs, the undersigned beg leave to urge that 
your commission is bound to provide a force adeqnate to its administra­
tion and management, and certainly such a one as would prevent the 
development of so preventable a disease as scurvy. 

"7th. The undersigned discovered that so important a book as the 
Death Record was not accurately kept, or, rather upon the declaration 
of the Steward, had not been accurately kept before his accession to 
office. The deaths for the year 1877 are not all entered upon thiS book, 
which professes to be the Register, and are only to be ascertained by 
reference to the Doctor's certificates. There is no book showing a record 
of the inception, progress and treatment of diseases of patients; and 
still worse, there is no record of post-m01'tem examinations. The inter­
,ests of humanity and science alike demand the reformation of an evil so 
gross as this. 

"8th. It has been reported by some of the County Visitors of the State 
Board of Charities that, on the occasion of some of their visitations, they 
observed that the food provided for the dinner of the children of the 
Idiot Asylum Hospital was only bread and coffee. The Matron mnst be 
immediately responsible for such an onission as this, and the under­
signed, in this connection, would mge upon your Board the importance 
of this position, and the necessity of great care in the selection of the 
incumbent. They would also snggest the propriety of specific rules, 
written 01' printed, for the guidance of the different employees, more 
particularly those defining the duties and occupation of the Matron and 
Steward. The Matron should be obliged to keep a journal, in which 
would be entered any noteworthy incidents, such as the transfer of a 
patient to the hospital; a death, and the circumstances attending it; 
irregularities in the attendance of Il1uses, or in the cond uct of work-house 
help, etc. This would be a source of information, and a check both 
upon the Matron and other employees. The keeping of a similar book 
might be judiciously imposed upon the Steward. All the witnesses 
united in testifying to the abundance of supp1ies upon the Island, or at 
the command of the Steward. The fault lay in ignorance or careless­
ness attending the distribution. 

"9th. The undersigned are convinced of the disposition of your Board 
to secure a just and efficient administration of this as well as the other 
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charities under ~our control, and submit the foregoing with confidence, 
that the evils complained of will be remedied, and their recurrence care­
fully guarded against. 

"NEW YORK, April 23, 1878. 
" EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 
" JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 

" Oom"'S of tlte State Board of Charities." 

During the summer, for the space of several weeks, the Idiot Asylum 
was left with no matron, and part of the same time with no house­
keeper, the whole care of the children devolving upon the nurses. A 
house-keeper was then appointed, and subsequently a Matron, and at 
present the institution seems to be in better condition. 

A Medical Board for the whole Island has also been appointed, whose 
visits will insure better care. The Superiutendent has undoubtedly, 
however, too great a responsibility, having uuder his charge per­
sons of all ages and conditions-idiots, insane, sick children, infants, 
work-house men and women. During the very months when the scurvy 
was most fatal in the Idiot Asylum, a severe epidemic of mell,,'lles was 
causing a great mortality in the Iufant Hospital. 

The crippled and disabled children in the hospital attend, so far as 
they are able, the public school held on the Island. When out of school, 
the children are under the charge of paid nurses, but the work-house 
women, employed as help in the hospitals, have far too free access to the 
children, and their places should be supplied by paid servants. 

Of the insane men transferred from Ward's Isla.nd, one of the visitors 
of the Board reports as follows: 

"A young physician from the Branch Hospital looks after them. I 
understood that there was no special record kept of their condition. The 
building they occupy has a dining-room on the first floor, and two sleep­
ing wards above. As these are not large enough for all, another dormitory 
in the Idiot House for large boys has been given to them. * * * 
Adjoining their dining-room is a bare space or hall, with plenty of win­
dows and a heater. Here the men live day after day. * * * A 
few long benches stand by the walls, and are carried into the next room 
at meal times; when I was present, a considerable number of the men 
had no seat, but stood while they took their food." 

One kitchen, of comparatively small size, serves to cook the food for 
all the institutions on Randall's Island, except tl1e Infant Hospital. 
The meals cannot bo very hot when served. 

The visitors of the board report several important improvements during 
the year, many of the buildings having been repaired and painted, the 
grounds kept in good order, the wat.er-works and closets attended to, 



STATE BOARD OF OBARITIES. 255 

etc. They note, also, a marked improvement in the food since the out­
break of scurvy, excepting in the building where are the older idiot 
boys-here it is often insufficient. 

HART'S ISLAND. 

Oensus, December 31, 1878. 

Paid officers and employees ................................... .. 44 

Insane women................................................... .. 162 

Hospital patients, men ........................................ .. 151 


" "women ...................................... 145 

Work-house men.................................... : ........... .. 226 


" women ............................................. . 45 


Total.: ...................................................... 773 


The want of classification observable throughout the whole department 
is as apparent on Hart's Island as elsewhere. The island is divided by 
a narrow neck of land into two peninsulas, upon one of which is located 
the branch work-house, where are 226 work-house men, 24 work-house 
women, and nearly one hundred insane women, while on the other are 
the hospitals for men and women, a new pavilion for 60 insane women, 
and 21 work-house women. A second pavilion for insane women is still 
in process of construction, having been begun somewhat later than the 
other. 
. There are three separate organizations, so to speak, on Hart's Island. 
The work-house prisoners, under the charge of a warden; the insane 
women, under the charge of one physician, and the sick, under the 
charge of another. The Island is too far from the city to make it a de­
sirable place for those who'le friends wish to visit them. The passage 
from the city occupies two hours, and the boat goes only twice a week, 
and remains bllt a short time at the Island, so that the friends of patients 
having paid fifty cents for the trip, spend four hours on the boat, and 
are allowed but two at the hospital. 

Almost t!1o only encouraging fact about the foregoing short record of 
the events which have taken place in the charitable institutions during 
the past year, is th1tt.. the causes of the evils are patent, and, therefore, 
improvements can be made so soon as public opinion really demands a 
reform. 

The lack of a proper system of making appointments, and, conse­
quently, as a rule, the lack of independent and efficient officials, lies at 
the root of almost all the things that go wrong. There is no doubt, 
however, that larger appropriations for buildings are required. The 
present buildings, many of them, need remodeling, and new ones must 
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be put up. Eventually more land must be bought, and some of the 
dependents of the city removed from the islands. But even without 
the expenditure required for such radical changes, great improvements 
might undoubtedly be made by intelligent classification. 

At present, the sick are distributed on four different islands, -the 
insane on four different islands, the ~pileptics in three institutions, the 
penit.entiary prisoners on two islands, etc., etc. 

The salaries, also, are unequally divided. The appropriations should, 
of course, be sufficient to procure experts as superintendents of all the 
institutions; but with a good system, the wages of subordinates need 
not be very high. With a man of experience and energy at the head of 
each institution, such a system of administration would be introduced 
as would insure good service even with t.he present limited number of 
employees. Gradation in salaries, and the certainty of promotion for 
good service, would improve the character of the subordinates all through 
the depart.ment. There is now scarcely any pretence of such a thing. 
A youug girl, with no experience, is employed at the Lunatic Asylum 
at the same salary, and is placed on the same footing, as a woman who 
has served the department for years; and the same is true in the other 
institutions, wUh few exceptions. The salaries are not all too low; 
some are too high, and care in the distribution of salaries might render 
any large increase in the appropriations for this purpose unnecessary. 
Recommendations have been made to the Commissioners of Public 
Charities and Correction on this subject. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JOSEPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 
EDWARD C. DONNELLY, 

Commissioners for tlte Oity of New York. 
January, 1879. 
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REPORT. 


LABOR IN INSTITUTIONS FOR TIlE DEPENDENT CLASSES. 

To the State Board of Charities: 
The inmates of our alms-houses are generally weak in body and weak 

in ~ind. The general average of vitality is, in the majority of cases, 
congenitally low, and this nat.urally low average has been reduced 
almost universally below its normal condition by crowded dwellings, 
insufficient clothing, bad air, want of cleanliness, and food deficient in 
quantity or bad in quality. 

This depressed condition of mind and body is quite generally accompa­
nied by a morbid desire for stimulants, and a tendency toward the more 
degrading forms of licentiousness. W"hen these causes reach a certain 
degree of activity, the feeble capacity for self-support which such 
persons naturaTIy possess is neutralized, and they are thrown on their 
relatives or the State for maintenance. All investigation goes to show 
that the number of intelligent, moral and respectable persons who, 
by wounds, sickness or old age are obliged to resort to the alms­
house, is exceedingly small. They are, in fact, so few in number that 
we shall throw them out of consideration in the discussion before us. 

The duty of organizing efficient systems of labor in alms-houses, is 
imposed upon the public authorities by every consideration of regard for 
the paupers as well as for the public which supports them. But there is 
a general prejudice among laboring men against putting the labor of 
paupers and criminals into the market in competition with that of the 
self-supporting classes. A little reflection will show that this prejudice 
is not well founded. Every person in the community must support 
himself by some kind of labor, be supported by his relatives or friends, 
or by the public. When thrown upon tbe State, such paupers must be 
maintained from the proceeds of the labor and savings of that portion of 
the community able and willing to work. The amount necessary for 
their support is exacted from the public in some form of taxation. This 
tax is distributed by an inevitable law among all the producing classes, 
whether rich or poor. 

There is a common idea, and one as false as it is common, that public 
burdens of this sort fall only upon the possessors of tangible and taxable 
property. ",Tax-payers" and "non-tax-payers" are spoken of as if 
they represented real distinctions. The truth is, that taxation, in a 
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direct or indirect form, falls upon every self-supporting member of 
the community. A man may be without taxable property, in the ordi­
nary sense of t.he term, but he must live or board in a taxed house; the 
provisions whi.ch he eats must be purchased of a grocer, who pays taxes 
on his stock of goods, and on the store which he occupies. He buys his 
clothing of a taxed tailor. The farm, or manufactory, or railroad, which 
furnishes him employment is subjected to tax. In all these cases the 
workman is obliged to bear indirectly his proportional part of these 
pliblic burdens. For it is evident that this taxation diminishes the 
profits of production, increases the price of the necessaries of life, and 
also subtracts from the capitalists' power to pay wages. 

There is a law of d(ffusion which affects taxation, which permits no 
self-supporting member of the body politic to escape its burdens. All 
revenue raised by tariff on imports is, generally speaking, drawn from 
the consumer. All tariffs for protection raise the prices of protected 
articles, or they fail of the purposes for which they are established; and 
these additional prices the consumer must pay. Political speakers and 
the newspaper press have done much to impress the idea upon men 
without property, that, however great may be the public burdens, they 
are all borne by the owners of tangible property. They are thus taught 
that, no matter how great may be the expense of maintaining paupers 
and criminals, the rich only will be the sufferers.. The truth is, that 
every criminal or pauper snpported by taxation diminishes, to a certain 
definite extent, the available income of every laboring man. What the 
laborer would gain by the removal of paupers and criminals from the 
labor market will be largely overbalanced by the actual draft made 
from his wages by indirect taxation forthe support of idle persons in pris­
ons and alms-houses. Every consideration of justice to the tax-payer, 
whether rich or poor, requires that labor should be furnished for paupers 
and criminals to the largest practicable extent. Whoever throws himself 
upon the State for support, while able to work and secure employment, 
is a swindler, and should be treated as such. If he becomes a pauper 
throngh incapacity to obtain employment, he will, if an honest man, be 
most happy to relieve the community of a part or the whole of the burden 
of his maintenance by doing faithfully any work which may be set before 
him. Those that become paupers by their own acts should be compelled 
to work, not only to help support themselves, but as a penalty for the 
improvidence and vice which have made them what they are. 

It is known that a very large percentage of both criminals and pau­
pers have never learned trades, nor been trained to any form of useful 
labor. For snch persons, the instruction which they receive through 
compulsory labor is one of the most efficient means for their reformation. 
The temptations to vicious and idle habits are diminished in the proportion 
that they become conscious of' ability to earn their own living. '.rhose 
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who become paupers from mental incapacity to learn trades may be 
made useful under the orders and oversight of a superintendent. These 
may often be taught to perform various kinds of unskilled labor with a 
good degree of success. They be( orne conscious for the first time of 
undeveloped capacity, and recover somelvhat of the self-respect, for the 
want of which they sunk into pauperi&m. Finding that they can become 
productive laborers under the guidance of another, they are led to make 
the attempt to guide themselves in 'their labor; to seek employment, 
and become self-supporting. When those having trades, and accus­
tomed to regular employment, become paupers from drunkenness or 
diseases produced by licentiousness, are obliged to work, they will 
prefer to earn wages for thems;lves, and will leave the alms-house as 
soon as their health and strength are recovered. 

There are two remedies whicg may be made available fo~ the cure of 
tramping. The first is, to instruct the public that feeding tramps is not 
in any sense charity, but often a crime against good order and society. 
People should remember that so long as tramps can get a good living 
through all the summer months without labor, more and more will join 
them until vagabondage shall grow to be an unendurable nuisance. 
The false notion that the giving of alms to beggars is, in_ itself, irre­
spective of the objects upon which it is bestowed, a Christian virtue, is 
a prolific source of this form of evil. The knowledge that this false 
conception of the duty of alms-giving is so widely spread in the commu­
nity, is the stock in trade of the tramp-the source of that confidence with 
which he sets out on his trt\vels. The tramp, when once shut out from 
his opportunity to draw at will upon the misguided benevolence of 
families, will be thrown upon the alms-house for support. Secondly, 
when all tramps who resort to alms-houses for food or winter quarters 
shall be compelled to pay, by good, honest labor, for every meal and 
every llight's lodging which they receive, they will very soon abandon 
the business. 

It is also a public duty to furnish labor to paupers on the ground of 
humanity. 1\1an is so constituted, bodily and mentally, that happiness 
is found only in connection with constant and systematic labor. Very 
much of the suffering of chronic illness is due to the forced inactivity of 
the invalid. No class of persons are more unhappy, as a general rule, 
than those wealthy persons who, living on the income of trust funds or 
investments, which require little or no care, are relieved from all neces­
sity to work. They are liable to become whining hypochondriacs, or 
faU into the habit of traveling from place to place, with no well-defined 
purpose except to kill time. These classes, among the wealthy, are 
the analogues respectively of the chronic grumbling pauper and the 
professional tramp. 
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Labor, rigorously exacted from the pauper in proportion to his physical 
strength, contributes more than anything else to his well-being. In 
connection with the shelter, clothing and regular food of the alms-house, 
it increases his vigor of mind and body, through the exercise of both, 
under intelligent supervision. He sees the results of his own labor 
taking shape day by day, and his self-respect is increased in proportion. 
He sees crops and manufactured articles produced by activities in ~hich 
his mind and hanfls are important factors, and he becomes conscious of 
the pleasure which always springs from the creation of something useful 
to mall. He acquires manual skill and capacity for self-restraint and 
self-control. He has, in fact, entered upon a course of moral and intel­
lectual education. The memories of hit> low and degraded life in the 
past are replaced by new trains of natural and healthy thoughts and 
images. He becomes conscious of a I\ew accession of manhood, and, 
unless naturally very deficient in intelligence, develops a desire to 
provide for himself, and to be his own master. Constant labor, good 
air and regular sleep reduce the craving for stimulants, render the 
pauper more amenable to discipline, and less disposed to create disturb­
ance by engaging in quarrels, ill-treating his weaker companions, injur­
ing property, or stealing supplies from the intltitution. In short, though 
the inculcation of moral and religious precepts should never be neglected, 
regular labor is the best supplementary aid to moral teaching, and the 
best possible agency for the practical reformation of bad h:l.bits and 
character. 

But the objection is frequently urged, that it is very difficult so 
to organize labor in our alms-houses that it shall be profitable through­
out the year. In answer to this we say, that if labor can so be 
carried on without loss, though no profit accrues, it is far better 
for all concerned-for the pauper and the public-that labor should be 
provided. It is no excuse for failure to provide labor for paupers, that 
it cannot be carried on at a profit. The farms that are so commonly 
attached to poor-houses furnish profitable work for a part of the year, 
but they fail to accomplish this purpose during the winter, at the very 
period when the number of able-bodied paupers is the largest. It is at 
this period that the professional tramps take up their residence in the 
alms-house. All things being equal, they will be sure to select those 
establishments where little or no work will be required of them. 

Nothing will tend more surely to reduce the number of able-bodied 
panpers, ,,,110 every year go into winter quarters in the alms-houses, 
than a thorough-going labor system, continued in action throughout 
'the year. 'Ve believe that, with proper organizing capacity on the 
part of supervisors and superintendents, it is possible to employ every 
pauper in the State for the whole year in labor that shall be to some 
degree remunerative. Every observer is aware of the enormOllS loss of 
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productive power to the community which results from the bad roads in 
the country districts. If able-bodied paupers were t~ be employed 
during the winter in breaking stone for the purpose of macadamizing 
streets in towns and country roads, our means of communication might, 
in a few years, be greatly improved. 

L~t the same ingenuity be employed in finding employment for 
paupers which men exercise in carrying on their own business, and we 
should soon see every pauper in the State furnished with some kind of 
useful if not eminently productive labor. Illustrations are not wanting 
of the practicability of employing paupers in labor the year round, in 
such a manner as to pay expenses, and to secure even a small profit. 
'1'he paupers in the Monroe county alms-house have been constantly 
employed for three years past.' They are engaged during the summer 
in raising and securiug the crops on the farm, in building new roads, 
nnder-draining, and in preparing means for saving night-soil for the 
purposes of manure. When the weather becomes cold some few of the 
more robust are engaged in stone-breaking, while the rest are employed 
in work which can be carried on within doors. The women are engaged 
in cooking, care of the hospital, washing, making and mending cloth­
ing, and in keeping the premises in a clean and healthy condition. 
The value to Monroe county of the work of the paupers is estimated 
to be worth at least $3,500 a year. The good order which has been 
nniformly maintained among the inmates, their cleanliness, and the 
the increased economy in the internal administration of the house, show 
conclusively the good effects of a thoroughly organized labor-system. 
~imilar results have been achieved in other counties; but I cite this 
illustration as having occmred under my own immediate observation. 

I beg leave to call the attention of boards of supervisors and the super­
intendents of the poor to the vital importance of this subject. Vve 
repent" that nothing will tend more surely to diminish the number of 
tramps and able-bodied persons, who resort to the poor-houses during 
the winter months, and decrease the burden of taxation for the support 
of the poor, than a thorough and vigorously organized labor-system, 
which shall reach every pauper not entirely disabled by old age or 
sickness. . . 

Every alms-house ought naturally to fall into two distinct departments: 
one should be a work-house, in the proper sense of the term; the other a 
hospital. .Let the aged and sick be separated, as far as possible, from 
those who are wholly or partially able bodied, and let it be understood 
that our alms-houses shall no longer be boarding places, where the idle 
alld dissolute can be maintained during the winter in ease and comfort 
at the expense of the productive labor of the community. We believe 
that the excuse, so often made, that it is impossible to find work for 
paupers during the winter is not a valid one. 'When the public atten­
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tion is thoroughly aroused to the proper consideration of this subject, 
the superintendents of the poor will be found with sufficient organizing 
capacity to secure all the benefits of such a labor-system as we have 
described, and with more or less of yearly profit to the counties. 

This system is not applicable to sane persons alone; it may be intro­
dnced, to a very considerable extent, among tne chronic insane. :Much 
has been said lately npon the value of labor as a curative agency 
in treating the insane. It is well known that labor has been very 
largely introduced into European asylums, and with the happiest results 
to the patients. Authorities differ as to the proportion of chronic 
insane persons who can be induced to engage in regular labor. The 
estimate made by superintendents varies from 40 to 75 per cent. It is 
safe to say that the average between these two extremities will repre­
sent fairly the proportion of the chronic insane, whose labor might be 
made profitable to the State, and conducive to the patient's own health 
and comfort. The practicability of organizing labor upon a large scale 
among the insane is c1early shown by the experiments in this direction 
at the Willard Asylum at Ovid. Enough has been done in various other 
insane asylums in the State to show that the limit to which the 
patients can be employed in useful labor has by no means been reached. 
The difficulties in carrying out such a system are great, and must be 
obvious to all. It requires a high grade of intelligence and organizing 
power in the superintendents, officers and employes of an asylum. It is 
obviously very mnch easier to lock up insane persons in a ward than it 
is to supervise them while engaged in labor outside. There is also to 
be taken into account the possibility of danger from sudden develop­
ment of a murderous disposition on the part of patients; but it is very 
clear that the danger from sudden excitement, on the llart of such 
patients, will be very much less when their nervous activity finds 
natural play in healthy exercise. 'Ve believe that the number of homi­
cides committed hy insane persons has been no greater among those 
employed in labor than among the same number of persons confined in 
wards. We believe that this conclusion will be justified by the experi­
ence of all hospitals into which labor has been introduced. Indeed, so 
widely has the importance of labor in hospitals been rerognized among 
medical men, that it is becoming t.he custom to introduce labor quite 
extensively into those asylums treating acute cases almost exclusively. 
Air, exercise, and the greatest freedom compatible with safety are now 
recognized by the medical profession as among the most important agen­
cies in the cure of insanity. 

In all thE.) institutions of the State designed for the cure and reform of 
clIildren, and the younger class of crimiuals, the importance of system­
Jl,tic labor has for many years been recognized and acted upon. 
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The training of boys in our houses of refuge in trades or farm labor 
has been recognized as equally important with the instruction of the 
chapel and the :school-room. Among the surest safeg-nards which these 
uufortunate children can have against falling into vicious courses when 
they leave these institutions is the knowledge of some trade, and the 
habit, thoroughly formed, of con:stant. and uniform labor. In the new 
institution for girls, connected with the Western House of Refuge, at 
Rochester, a system of labor has been thoroughly organized. All the 
girls of proper age are trained in the use of the needle, sewing-machine, 
and by turns in cooking, cleaning, and all the departments of house­
work. They are thus prepared to become efficient and valuable servants 
or housekeepers, and will always be able to secure a livelihood Whe\l . ,
they go out from the institution. 

Training in some forms of useful labor is equally important in its 
bearing upon those for whom the State provides special education by 
reason of congenital defects in physical organization. I here quote some 
remarks on laber in schools for deaf m}ltes, by Mr. Westervelt, of Roch­
ester: 

"There are really but few trades or professions entirely closed to 
those deaf-mutes who have the mental qualifications and training, 
which, but for their misfortune, would secure them distinction. In all 
trades and professions there may be departments from which deaf-mutes 
are debarred by their physical defect; but there are mauy others which 
they can learn. The law would seem closed against them, but there 
are successful deaf-mute lawyers who made certain departments of the 
l!l.w their specialty. The deaf are successful educators of the deaf in 
the institutions devoted to their instruction; but they are usually semi­
mutes, whose success is due to a superior acquaintance with the English 
language. Two are ordained as clergymen in the Episcopal Church, 
and preach under the allspices of the society of the 'Church Mission to 
the Deaf.' But ordinarily the education of graduates from deaf-mute 
institutions is insufficient to fit them for any but the commonest situa­
tions as laborers. In labor which requires the least intelligence and skill, 
where t.here are many applicants for employment, their infirmity lessens 
their chances of finding work, especially if they have no trade with 
which they are somewhat familiar. 

" In order to meet this difficult.y, shops are regarded as indispensable 
a.djuncts of every institution. 'We have but one shop at present, in which 
we employ fifteen boys. The foreman of this shop directs the boys who 
work under him by writing and spelling, and tries to make each day's 
work a. lesson, not only in habits of industry but in the technical 
language of the shop. . 

"But this is not all we hope to accomplish when we can do for our 
pupils what we wish. We have our pupils with us from the age of six 
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years upwards. During the process of their development, we wish to 
study their unfolding characters, tastes and peculiarities, and help 
them to develop their special talents. We would have each pupil select 
the trade or profession he is to follow, guided in his decision by teach­
ers and friends. The pupil should be provided with books relative to 
his preferred profession, and by school composition, or other modes of 
daily instruction be encouraged to follow out the world's experience as 

. applied to his calling. Mechanical drawing and design should be 
taught. with a view to this end. In trades pupils should make designs, 
estimate the value of material necessary, and the time required, to carry 
out the design; and even contract to complete the job for the estimated 
price, aud keep' accounts of the profit of his labor." 

The success which has followed the introduction of labor as an edu­
cating agency in the idiot asylum at SYl'acllse may be judged of by the 
reports of Dr. Wilbur. The unfortunates under his care have, in many 
instances, become self-supporting through the training they have thus 
received. • 

In the report made to t.his Board; and published in 1877, on the asylum 
for the blind, at Batavia, the subject of giving the blind instruction in 
various forms of productive labor was discussed in detail, with illustra­
tions, drawn from the experience of the institution and its pupils. 
After urging the importance of increasing the number of trades taught, 
regardless of the objection that t.he exercise of some of them could not 
be made a source of pwfit to the institution, the following remarks were 
made, which we quote: "Even if slight loss did occur, the training in 
traues is as really a part of the education, to pay for which the State 
makes its appropriat.ion, as any branch of learning taught. One great 
end of this institution is to relieve the friends of the children, and the 
State at large, from the expense of providing for their support by 
making them wholly or partially independent and productive members 
of society. Comparatively few of these children have the natural 
capacity to earn a living by scientific, literary or musical attainments. 
The great mass of them, if they become self-supporting at all, must 
become so through the educat.ioll of the hands to some form of produc­
tive, mechanical industry. Money spent in this kind of educat.ion is 
abundantly justified by every end, moral and economical, whi~h the 
State has in view in the education of the blind." 

The burden upon the tax-payers of the State for the support of the 
dependent classes is enormous, and tends constantly to increase. 
The importance of a vigorous alld thorough organization of systems 
of labor in all onr charitable institutions will tend to reduce the num­
ber of such dependents, while, at the same time, it diminishes the 
cost of supporting tllOse who must be retaiued. It canllot be too con­
stantly brought before the public mind, that the maintenance of llallperS 
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and criminals is a burden which bears upon every productive member 
of society; and that this burden falls with the greatest relative severity 
upon thofje who are without tangible property, and live by their daily 
labor. It is this class of persons who, if they understood their own 
interests, would be the most anxious for the thorough organization of 
productive labor among those who, from congenital defects of organiza­
tion, sickness, improvidence or crime, are thrown upon the State for 
support. 

Respectfully submitted. 
M. B. ANDERSON, 

Oommissioner S(1)enth Judicial District. 
Dated ROCHESTER, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1878. 
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REPORT. 


EDUCATION OF DEAF MUTES. 

To the State Board of Chm'ities: 

The fact that the State has lately entered upon a new phase of effort 
to secure instruction for its deaf-mute population, renders it proper that 
some account should be given of the results which have been achieved. 

There were in the United States, in the year 1877, forty-nine institu­
tions for the instruction of deaf-mutes with an attendance of 5,711 pupils. 
'The number of teachers then employed was 356. The amount of expense 
incurred'for the year was $1,128,519. 

There are seven of these institutions in the Stat.e of New York. They 
form a very interesting and important branch of the provision whi,ch our 
State makes for the education of those who by reason of defective organ­
ization cannot avail themselves of our public school system. The expense 
of these institutions is met by a yearly appropriation of $275 for each 
scholar instructed. 

As giving a specimen of the success which has attended the recent 
effort of the State in behalf of the deaf-mutes, I call attention to some 
facts connected with the origin and progress of the institution f01 deaf­
mutes in the city of Rochester. It has been organized for two years. 
The average attendance for the year 1877 was 93. There are now in ac­
tual attendauce (Dec. '78) 114. The principal is in correspondence with 
20 or 30 more who hope soon to enter. It is estimated that the number of 
these pupils (all drawn from the western counties of the State) will within 
the next two years reach 200. 

Notwithstanding the extraordinary expense necessary for the com­
mencement of such a school, the financial statement made October 1, 
1878, showed a small balance in the treasury. 

The trustees have been compelled, however, to administer the school 
with the strictest economy, and to postpone the purchase of many articles 
desirable for the school, snch as apparatus, books, etc., in order to keep the 
expenditure within the income. I have visited the school several times, 
and take pleasure in saying that it seems to be conducted with great 
economy, skill and efficiency. At the beginning of this year the institution 
was removed to a building owned by the city and formerly occupied as a 
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house for truant children. This building is in a very desirable location,and 
with some additions which have been recently made, will furnish excel­
lent accommodations for the school. The sum paid to the city for rent 
is a very moderate one. There is no doubt but that the appropriation 
made by the State will cover the expenditure for the coming year, if, M­

is likely to be the case, the very economical administration of the past 
shall be continued in the future. 

Few persons are fully aware of the moral and intellectual disadvan­
tages under which deaf-mutes are placed. All who have paid attention 
to the subject, whether psychologists or practical teachers of deaf-mutes, 
agree in the opinion that so long as their communication with their fel­
low-men is by conventional signs only, their intellectual and moral devel­
opment is exceedingly meagre and imperfect. 

Human development is social. Our ideas, our moral codes, our relig­
ious and political opinions, and in short nearly everything which makes 
up our civilization is deposited in language. 

Whoever is shut out from the use of writteu and spoken language, is 
shut out from the most important results of the world's past progress. 
Vast ranges of thoughts and principles, which enter into the common 
life of the race~ are to them a complete blank; not only is their intel­
lectual and moral development thus truncated, but they are shut out 
~rom the great majority of the modes of productive industry. Without 
instruction, a large number of these unfortunate persons must be in 
part,if not wholly, dependent for support upon their friends or the bounty 
of the State. In the absence of education, also, all experience shows that 
they are likely to develop vindictive and lawless tendencies, and to fall 
into positive crime. In nndertaking the instruction of the entire deaf­
mute population, the State not only confers untold moral and intellec­
tual benefits upon this unfortunate- class, but will ultimately, also, relieve 
itself from the expense which is likely to accrue if these persons, for 
want of instruction, are prevented from becoming self-supporting, 
moral and productive members of the community. 

Adeqm>,te instruction for this class of persous is necessarily extremely 
slow in its processes, and attended with large expense; the instruction, 
also, is much more successful when it is commenced in early life. Hence 
the importance of making adequate provision for the instruction of the 
whole deaf-mute population of the State, which shall commence in 
childhood, and be continued till the standard at least of a common­
school education has been reached. 

There are five general methods in nse for communicating with deaf~ 
mutes. (1.) The natural, untaught signs and gestures which are used 
spontaneously to indicate common wants and emotions. These vary, 
with the iutelligence and peculiarities of each individual. (2.) The 
system of conventional signs, founded on the natural gesture and 
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sign langnage, used by all deaf-mutes, but reduced to an intelligi­
ble order aud system, so that it may be le,arned and become a definite 
and uniformly intelligible language. (3.) By written characters of ordi­
nary written language. (4.) By the "manual alphabet," in which a 
dtfillite, imitative sign is made by the hands and fingers for each let­
ter of the alphabet. In communication, words are spelled by the fin­
gers, in this mannal alphabet, in a manner analogous to the method in 
which words are nttered by the tongue_ (5.) By articulation. The 
deaf -mute is tanght by the eye to imitate the muscular activities of the 
ntterance of speaking persons, and thns to produce the articnlate sounds 
of language, and to modulate the voice so as to approach very nearly 
the tone and pitch of hearing persons. 

Instruction in articulation has been greatly facilitated by the inven­
tion of an alphabet of "visible speech," so called by Mr. A. M. Bell. 
It is founded upon signs which represent the various muscular 
processes in speech. These characters are associated with the several 
muscular activities of utterance, and thus come to represent sounds to 
the eye of a deaf-mute. This process cannot be made clear without dia­
grams and descriptions which we have no space or time to give. It may 
easily be understood by spending a short time in a school-room where 
instruction is given by a competent teacher. It is described in detail 
by Mr. A. G. Bell, in the Annals of the Ileaf and Dumb, for January, 
1873. 

The system of conventional signs (process No.2) has been used in the 
principal deaf-mute institutions in this country from the first. Deaf­
mutes have been also taught to read and write. It has been found, how­
ever, that when instruction is conveyed through the system of conven­

'tional signs without the nse of the mannal alphabet, the pupils fall into 
somewhat unidiomatic and unnatural modes of expression in writing. 
In order to remedy this awkwardness and lack of facility in writing, the 
attempt is now making to introduce the manual alphabet (process No.4) 
as a fundamental element in the entire course of instruction. The pupils 
are at the earliest practicable period taught the manual alphabet, and 
are required to communicate with each other and with the teachers uni­
formly by spelling words with the hands and fingers to the eye. In this 
way they become as familiar with the forms and idioms of the language 
which they are taught as those persons who have hearing. Their 
thoughts when reduced to writing take on natural, idiomatic and simple 
forms. They are not obliged to translate their thoughts from the con­
ventional system of signs into the language of speech or writing. 

The instruction, in all departments, being conducted through this 
alphabet, goes forward in one uniform line of progress. The pupils are 
continnally, in all their stndies and in aU their intercourse with each 
other and with their teachers, acquiring mastery of the English language 

18 
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and capacity to use it with the same freedom and facility as those who 
can hear. 

This method of communicating instruction by the constant and uniform 
use of the 'manual alphabet has been introduced into the institution at 
Rochester the present year, as an experiment,· and thus far it promises 
well. 

It has always been found difficult to teach deaf-mutes to compose wtih 
the same rapidity and ease with hearing persons, and to congenital mutes 
especially this difficulty has been a serious one. But practice continued 
through years, of holding aU their communication with each other and 
their teachers in the language of common life by means of the manual 
alphabet, will evidently furnish them with a complete mastery of vocabu­
lary and expression, and correct those peculiarities in their writings 
known as "deaf-mute-isms." 

Instruction in articulation (process No.5) has long been practiced in 
Europe, but has not been looked upon with so much favor in our country. 
But the recent improvements in methods, to which we have alluded, have 
to a great degree set aside objections, and for pupils taken in childhood 
the system seems to promise excellent results. Having acquired the 
power of speech (in addition to the knowledge of language obtained by 
the constant use of the manual alphabet), deaf-mutes will be able to 
communicate instantly with others who are unable to understand ordi­
nary signs and enable them to act with increased efficiency in .very 
many departments of business and social life. Much success has attended 
the instruction of the children in art.iculation in the Rochester institution. 
To a person unfamiliar with the achievements of deaf-mute instructor:! 
the results are simply sUr])rising. In order that the Legislature may 
understand somewhat in detail the method of instruction pursued and 
the reasons which have led to their introduction, I have requested Mr. 
Westervelt, principal of the institution in Rochester, to make a statement 
regarding his methods of instruction and the reasons by which he was 
led to adopt them. 

It seems to be due to the Legislature that it should have ·the means of 
knowing precisely and intelligently the ends for which the public mOI).ey 
in this department is expended, and the methods by which these ends 
are reached. Mr. Westervelt speaks as follows: 

"The Western New York Institution .for Deaf-Mutes is established 
nnder the same general laws as are the other institutions in the State 
for the education of the deaf. A review of the census of 1870, made 
clear the fact that the schools then existing were insufficient as tllere 
were, in Western New York, over two hundred deaf-mutesnot~ttendirw 
school. In answer to the 'demand that educational facilities be provided 
for these, this institution was established. 

" It is the purpose ~f t,he faculty of .the .sch?ol to. employ sUbstanti.ally 
such methods as obtam m the older mstltutlOns 1Il the country, while 
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working toward a fuudameutal change in the principles of instruction. 
There are two leadiug methods which have been empl,oyed in instruct­
ing the deaf, the French-American system of conventional signs, and 
what is called the German system of articulation aud lip-reading. Dur­
ing the past few yeard, all changes in processes of ' instruction have 
ten:1o:1 bw:nd the abandonment oi' sign,; and the substitution of t.he 
manllal alphabet and writing ill school exercises, A book for primary 
classes has been prepared by Dr. I. L. Peet, of New York, in accord­
ance with this plan. At this institlitiOll we at first used this book, but 
proceeding on the principle which it was designed to carry out., we have 
gOIJe furGher, and through nat.ural development of the plan, we are 
see~dng to lay aside signs; and we are attempting to carry 0!1 all com­
mnnication with and between pupils by the manual alphabet. The 
comse, thus puriiued, res:>lves itself into a method distinct from signs 
and frOG articulation, which the more it is followed the more it com­
mends itself. 

", In order to show more fully the character of the change now being 
attempted, we will briefly review the work that has been done for the 
deaf. 

" It is sixty.years since the work was begun in this country; during that 
time about eighteen thousand deaf-mutes have received instruction. 
Dntil ahout fifteen years ago, when articulation was introduced, 
but one, the sign method, was practiced throughout the country. 
Every deaf-mute was first taught the written names and conventional 
signs of objects familiar to him, and all intercourse \vith him was COII­
ducted by motions intelligible to the child, because of their similarity to 
the natural motions which he had used to express his simple wants 
before coming to school. By associating with the older pupils and 
teachers, he soon acquired a facility in the'use of the vernacular dialect 
of the deaf-mute in the school. All instruction was Imparted by these 
conventional signs, and all written language was taught through that 
medium during the first part of the course, in the form of exercises and 
translations j later, when books prepared for hearing-children were 
used, it was necessary that the text should be carefully translated into 
signs before the child could comprehend the language of the book. The 
habit of thinking in signs thus became fixed by these methods of study, 
and signs, by taking the place of other language, prevented its acqui­
sition,.so that the child left the institution with little facility for think­
ing in the idioms of English speech. 

"Still the language of signs has been the means of elevating the deaf­
mute to a good degree ofilltelligence, and for this system he is indebted 
to the Abbe de rEpee, who ada:pte9. and developed it. This benevo­
lent man first hecame interested ir. this work throngh the acquaintance 
of two deaf-mute sisters whom he saw conversing by certain motions of 
their own imention, and-evidently making themselves understood. He 
studied their crude signs, and made them the basis of a system of instruc­
tion. His principle was' that only in the language of words could the 
deaf.:.mute receive, assimilate and make his own the knowledge imparted 
to him, and, in general, all representations, conceptions and ideas. The 
natural signs are necessary as tne ground and foundation upon which 
the teacher is able to impart a kuowleclge of wor.ds.' In the hands of 
edllcated teachers the language thus originated has been expanded, 
until there are few ideas so complex that they cannot be represented by 
these conversational signs without the intervention of words. 

http:sition,.so
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" It cannot be denied that the signs of cultivated mutes are graceful 
and fascinating; but a language which can express only the concrete, 
which cannot be written, which can have no literature, is not an edu­
cating language. 

"If 'one end to be attained by school instruction is the acquisitioa not 
of information alone, but of knowledge how to acquire illformuti:m,' 
then the prevailing method of teaching the deaf is unfor;'unate, beculIJe 
it does not give the key which opens the stores of knowledge in the 
English language, and his own has no stores from which to draw. 

" The sign language, as practised, amplified and perfected as a means 
of instruction, has its own order of expression (similar in many respects 
to. the written language of the Chinese), and induces a peculiar habit of 
thought foreign to English. The idioms of the foreigner attempting to 
use our language mark u~deniably his nationality. The peculiar class 
of errors found in the composition of deaf-mutes points no less positively 
to the language which is their vernacular. There can be no task much 
more hopeless than that of overcoming this class of errors, called ' deaf­
mute-isms,' s:) long as the root of the evil is cultivated. 

"The same year that Abbe de l'Epee established the institution 
at Paris, Samuel Heinicke began the instruction of the deaf by means 
of articulate speech. ' Granting that it is not altogether #natural,' says 
Heinicke, 'for the deaf-mute to think and express his thoughts in artic­
ulate sounds, yet it must be that he has the capacity and disposition to 
fix his ideas and conceptions in words. Develop this hidden capacity, 
kindle this little spark, teach the deaf-mute from the beginning to con­
nect his ideas directly with the spoken signs, and follow this method 
(1')nsistently; thus is the path to thinkiug in words already broken.' 

"Heinicke, basing his practice upon this principle, required the deaf­
mute to convey his ideas by articulate speech, and to receive all informa­
tion through words which he was to learn by the movement of the lips 
of the person addressing him. This system, called the German, has 
been for a hundred years the prevailing method in Germany and 
Austria. Indeed, it has been followed by most of the schools in Ell1'ope, 
and was adopted by three or four schools in this country. Where 
success is attained by this method, the result is more satisfactory than can 
be attained by means of sibTJls. 

" But t.o understand from the motion of the lips l'equires acute percep­
tion and some familiarity wit.h the formation ot" sentences. The pupil 
cannot understand all that is said to him, but most depend 011 catch 
words to enable him to guess the sentence addressed to him, relying on 
his knowledge of language and his impression of what the speaker would 
be likely to say; for in uttering some words there are concealed positions 
of the organs, and other words, though different in meaning, are simi­
lar in the mode of their formation. The average pupil hl1s neither t.he 
quickness of perception nor the powers of mind necessary t.o secllre the 
best results by this me.thod of instruction. 

"The wonder and interest awakened by the accounts of Heinicke's 
success, led those interested in the institutions, whose instruction was 
based on the French sign system, to investigate the methods claiming so 
great results. Several visits were made and full repons were given. The 
opinion arrived at was t.hat while the results in some isolated cases were 
wonderful, the large majority of pupils were not only unable to speak 
intelligibly and understand satisfactorily what was said to t.hem by their 
teachers, but in general information and mental devetuplIlent they were 
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inferior to pupils taught in our own institutions by the sign method. 
And the same peculiarities or deaf-mute-isms were found in their com­
position as were common to the pupils of the French school. 

"0. F. Kruse, of Schleswig, Germany, a semi-mute taught by German 
methods, arid himself for more than fifty years a teacher of the deaf, 
says: ' But as regards the use of articulation as a means of instruction, 
it may be askefl whether this, although it may exert an influence over 
thought, can exercise that influence witllOut the intervention and co­
operation of the sign language; for it must be affirmed most positively 
that a congenital mute cannot learn to think, and speak and write upon 
the basis of articulation only.' In teaching by means of the manllal 
alphabet and writing, it is often necessary to explain the meaning of 
words by signs; care is taken, however, not to allow the pupils to rely 
npon sign explanations, and whenever possible, even with the little ones, 
explanation is given by means of words of which they already know the 
meaning. Kruse further says: 'If De L'Epee, as is evident, regarded 
the dQaf-mute as too much a deaf-mute to be able to understand the 
general principles of the development of language among men; if he 
donied the deaf-mute the power of speech as absolutely as that of hear­
ing, Heinicke fell into the directly opposite error of over-looking the 
deaf-mute's peculiarities, and thus wholly ignoring the realities of his 
nature, which necessarily limit him in the acquisition of spoken 
language.' 

" Having said thus much regarding the defects of the sign system as a 
means for the acquisition of elegance and correctness in the use of lan­
guage and general mental development, and of articulation as a means 
of primary instruction for all, we would still acknowledge the value of 
each in its measure. 

" ,Ve appreciate the necessity of signs to iHuGtrate, a~ pictures do, the 
me!1ning of words, but would not permit them to supplant words and 
language for purposes of communication. We would teach the pupil 
from the beginning to think in words by the nse of the manual alpha­
bet, an(l to this end we would use natural motions, sigus, in much the 
same manner as a mother does in teaching her hearing child to speak. 
We wonld not limit the child in its nse of language to the few hours 
usually spent in school-room exercises, but would give him at every 
momeUG of his waking hours the help he needs to express his thoughts, 
Ilis wants, in words, spelled by the fingers as other children utter their 
words by speech. We would give him words the moment he feels the 
need of expression. 

" We have employed, in accordance with this purpose, two teachers for 
the pupils admitted to our school this fall, who each take charge of 
the class one-half of the day, every day of the week. During part of 
the time the pupils are under the restraint of school-discipline; during 
tIle remaining hours of the day they have full liberty, nnder the super­
vision of the teacher, with her assistance, if it is desired, to play, games 
and amuse themselves; one purpose being to devise new means, and to 
use every method, already practiced, to make interesting the work of 
acquiring language, and to simulate, though with more rapid progres­
sion, the successive stages of development of a hearing-child under 
home influences. 

During the early period of deaf-mute instruction in tllis country the 
sign system was undoubtedly better suited to its necessities than 
any other. Then pupils were received at school at twelve or fifteen 
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years of age, and educational privileges were limited. Now, by statu­
tory enactment, pupils are admitted to school at six years, an age at 
which language is readily acquired, when memory is the most acti..ve 
mental faculty awakened. The general change of opinion regarding 
education, the greater import.ance as a question of political economy, 
given to public iustruction of the deaf, as well as of those who can hear, 
has opened a new era in deaf mute education. 

" Slowly and surely, in the face of strong opposition, and this from 
among the oldest in the profession, and from semi-mutes who them­
selves retained, in a measure, the power of speech, the modified princi­
ples of Heinicke have gained ground and taken deeper root. Now 
there are few institutions in the country which do not provide for their 
pupils the opportunity of learning to talk. At first, prejudice against 
articulation made it difficult to find teachers among those who had 
taught the deaf in the old way, and it was frequently necessary to em­
ploy persons without experience in the work or acquaintance \vith the 
deaf. There was no treatise on the subject of articulation to enlighten 
him as to the nature or methods of the work he had undertaken. So 
the instruction was wholly empirical, and success depended upon the 
natural qualification of the teacher. 

" Unfortunately for the system, and for the pnpils taught, many teach­
ers were engaged in the work who were wholly unfitted for it. The 
reports of the various institutions bear evidence that the principals' 
estimate of the value of articulation was based upon the skill of the 
teacher employed. That was proved practicable and desirable by one 
institution which another pronounced impossible. But despite the injury 
to the cause through inexperienced and incompetent :nstrllctors, and 
despite the obstacles in the way of the patient and enthusiastic teacher, 
who had not only the difficulties of his pupils, but the prejudice of bis 
fellow-teachers to contend with, instruction in articulation has grown 
into favor, and to-day has more supporters than opponents. 

" The phonetic characters of ' visible speech,' appealing t:.> the eYG of the 
child, are a valuable aid in teaching articulation, as by their means some 
sounds of obscure formation, extremely difficult of acquisition by the old 
method, are now easily taught. But Prof. Bell's system of' visible 
speech' has wrought higher serl'ice to articulation by raising it from 
the plane of experiment to the dignity of a s~ience. 

"'1'0 articulation we give a prominent part in our methodsofinstruction. 
We believe, howe.ve~, t.ha.t not only th~se who ret.ain a knowledge of 
speech, but a ma.lonty of those cOllgemtally mute, can be taught with 
goott results. In OUi' school of one hundred and eighteen pupils, all but 
twent.y-eight l'eceive instruction in articulation. At first thef'e exercises 
are for the strengthening and cultivating of the voice, for it has been 
foulld that the flexible voice of the child can easily be trained into 
greater flexibility and naturalness; while the voice of an adult mute 
having long be~n unused, is harsh and of so high or Iowa pitch that.it 
seldom becomes agreeable though the greatest effort be made to culti­
vate it. Next the pupil is taught the elements of speech, the vowel 
sOl1nds and consonants; then simple combinations, and finally words. 
Thus the pupil is led step by step, by constant and 100w-continued drill 
in these elementary souuds, to the formation of word~ and sentences. 
This is the course pursued with the younger pupils. When older pnpils 
begin the stu.dy of m~iculation.' it is o~ the utmost importance that they 
be able to wrIte readIly and WIth confidence. They are first taught thl) 
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elementary sounds, and to associate each sound with its phonetic mark 
in the dictionary, and are then required to translate English text into 
the characters of' visible speech.' They !re constantly drilled on the 
powers of the letters. 

" The change in method from both signs and articulation to words and 
the manual alphabet, as the foundation of all instruction, was introduced 
as an experiment this fall. At the Quadrennial Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb, held at Columbus, Ohio, last August, 
the nature of this experiment was informally presented, and was given 
'God speed,' it being considered that only by experiment could the 
merits of the theories be tested. 

"Any announcement of results would be premature. It is necessary 
that the little children be kept entirely separate from the older pupils, 
and until recently our buildings have not afforded opportunity to affect 
the result." 

It is but just to say that I have not visited, during the past year, any 
schools for deaf-mutes except that one established in this district. But 
from past. observation, I have been led to believe that the statements 
which I have made and the methods of instruction $'iven at my request 
by Mr. Westervelt will give a pretty correct idea of what is doue else­
where in the seven institutions supported by the State as a brallch of 
its educational system. I assume that the same zeal, fidelity and suc­
cess which I have seeu at Rochester, have marked the efforts of teachers 
a~d trustees of all the other schools in the State. As the Board has not 
hitherto taken up this subject, I have thought it best to take that one 
with which, from its location, I was most familiar, as a. type of this most 
important branch of educational and benevolent effort. 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. B. ANDERSON, 

Commissioner, 7th Judicial District. 

Dated ROCHESTER, N. Y., December 12, 1878. 
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REPORT. 


To the State Board of Oharities: 

Report of proceedings of the Board of Trustees of the New York Asy­
lum for Idiots in carrying out the purpose of the Legislature in inserting 
the following item in the annual supply bill of 1878: 

"For the support and maintenance of adult idiotic and feeble-minded 
females, at an experimental custodial asylum, under the management of 
the Trustees of the New York State Asylum for Idiots, the sum of 
$18,000 :" 

It will be remembered that this legislative action was a result of a 
joint conference, of a Committee of the State Board of Charities and the 
Trustees of the New York Asylum for Idiots, called together for the 
purpose, at a special meeting. The motives which prompted the con­
ference need not here be mentioned. At that meeting it was decided 
to ask the Legislature, then in session, for an appropriation to open an 
experimental asylum, in buildings leased for the purpose, to determine 
two points: first, if such an asylum would meet a public need, and 
secondly, if this could be accomplished without materially increasing the 
cost of maintenance and care of those for whom it was designed. 

The amount asked for was based upon an estimate of the probable 
cost of the rent of a suitable building; its proper equipment for the 
special service; the necessary furniture for a hundred inmates and the 
means of their support for a year. 

The Legislature promptly granted the request, and the appropriation 
was made. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Trustees of the New York Asylum 
for Idiots, a special committee of the Board was appointed to carry out 
the purpose of the act. 

This committee consisted of E. W. Leavenworth, N. F. Graves, A. 
Wilkinson and the Superintendent, Dr. H. B. Wilbur. 

This committee immediately organized and proceeded to visit several 
buildings that were offered for their use, and which had been brought to 
their knowledge by some preliminm:y inquiries. 
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In selecting a building for the new enterprise, there were some things 
quite essential, even for a two years' occnpancy. Thus, it must not only 
be large enough for the proposed number of inmates, but so arranged 
as to be convenient for the special purpose for which it was to be used, 
and for the limited number of employees engaged in its service. 

The various household occupations necessary in so large a family 
were to be done, as far as possible, by the inmates, for economy's sake, 
and so convenience of supervision, as well as capacity, was to be re­
garded. 

It was to be, in a measure, a training school for girls in industrial 
occupations. The laundry, therefore, and the bakery, the -kitchen and 
the other domestic offices, as well as the associated dormitories, must be 
of ample size. 

Then to bring together a family of more than a hundred in a single 
building, especially when more or less of them are of only moderately 
vigorous bodily powers, and more or less careless in their personal habits, 
demands certain sanitary precautions. The heating apparatus and the 
arrangements for ventilation must be effective. The water supply must 
not only be adequate for ordinary domestic uses, but carried where it 
will be available for bathing and kindred purposes. 

The site must be accessible, healthy, and capable of good drainage. 
And, finally, the whole must be protected by such an enclosing fence as 
will.warrant the safety and the privacy of the inmates. 

A fortunate proposal from the owners of an unfinished school-building, 
at Newark, Wayne county, enabled the committee to meet all these 
requirements with a very moderate outlay, considering the advantages 
afforded. . 

This offer was a two years' lease of a four-storied brick building, of 
ample capacity, with some six acres of land attached. It stands on an 
eminence, convenient to the town and the railway stations, and com­
mands a fine outlook in every direction. 

The only considerations for a two years' use of the property were the 
improvements necessary for our special nse. The grounds were to be 
fenced; a laundry was to be built, and the third story of the building 
was to be finished off. 

This proposal was accepted by the committee; parties were employed 
to put the building in order; the necessary furniture was purchased, and 
the building was ready for occupaucy early in September. 

Early in Angust, or as soon as it was definitely know when the build­
ing could be occupied, a circular was issued stating briefly the object 
and scope of the new asylum. Copies of this were mailed to every 
Superintendent of Poor in the State, as well as to others who would be 
likely to be interested in the matter, and applications for admissio~ 
were solicited. Besides tllis, the Superintendent of the New York Asy­
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lum for Idiots has personally visited the Monroe County Poor-house, the 
Randall's Island Nursery, and the several coupty institutions at Flat­
bush, in Kings county. 

For the office of Superintendent of the new Asylum, the committee 
were unanimous in the selection of Mr. C. C. 'Varner. He was not an 
applicant for the office, but was known to all the members of the com­
mittee as having managed the Onondaga County Poor-house, for years, 
not only with economy, but with a regard to the welfare and comfort of 
the inmates. 

The special qualifications and experience of Mrs. Warner would also 
be of service in the organization and management of the Newark insti­
tution. 
. Early in August, Mr. Warner went to Newark and took charge of the 

preliminary arrangements, and the house was opened soon after, the 3d 
. of September. 

Eighteen cases were transferred from the Syracllse institution. These 
were pnpils whose term of residence had expired, and who had no homes. 

Nine others have been admitted from other parts of the State, and 
applications have been received for the admission of some thirty-five 
more. 

The cost of improvements to building; the uew laundry; heating and 
ventilating apparatus; plumbing and fencing; the furniture and main­
tenance account to date, amounts to about $8,000. 

The appropriation made by the Let"rislature will meet this and doubt­
less suffice for the support of the institution till September 1st, 1879. 

Provisional rules and regulations for the household have been pre­
pared, and the experimental asylum may liow be considered as fairly 
inaugurated. 

It only remains to fill up the proposed number of cases from different 
parts of the State. 

NEW YORK AsYLUM FOR IDIOTS, SYRACUSE, NorJ. 8,1878. 

E. W. LEAVENWORTH, 
ALFRED WILKINSON, 
H. B. WILBUR, Supt., 
N. F. GRAVES. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 

A REFORMATORY FOR WOMER 






REPORT. 


To the State Board of Oharities : 

Your committee has prepared the followiug address to the Legislature, 
and ask that, if it receive the approval of the Board, it may be printed 
aud transmitted to the Legislature, immediately after 'the opening of 
'tbe sessiou : 

To the Legislature of the State of New York: 

The Legislature, by concurrent resolution of May 27-29, 1873, directed 
tbe State Board of Charities to examine into the causes of tbe increase 
of crime, pauperism, and insanity, in tbis State. 

In compliance with tbis resolution, an examination, wbich occupied 
the Secretary of the Board with the assistance of various commissioners 
for the greater part of two years, was made into the antecedents of 
every inmate of the poor-houses of the State; and the result submitted 
to tbe Legislature, in the Tenth Annual Report of the State Board of 
Charities. Even a casual perusal of that report will convince the 
reader that one of the most important, and most dangerous causes of 
tbe increase of crime, pauperism, and insanity, is tbe unrestrained 
liberty allowed to vagrant and degraded women. 

The following are the records of a few only of the women found in 
the various poor-houses; women who from early girlhood have been 
tossed from poor-house to jail, and from jail to poor-house,· uutil the last 
trace of womanhood in them has been destroyed: 

"In the Albany county poor-bouse a single woman, forty years old, 
of foreign birth, and nine years in the United States, the mother of 
seven illegitimate children; the woman degraded and deba~ed, and soon 
again to become a mother." 

" In the Chautauqua county poor-house a woman, fifty-five years old, 
admitted when twenty-two, as a vagrant, said to have been married, 

19 
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but the whereabouts of her husband is unknown; has been discharged 
from the house and returned repeatedly for the past thirty-three years, 
during which time she has had six illegitimate children." 

"In the Cortland county poor-house an unmarried woman, twenty­
seven years old, with her infant child; has been the mother of four 
illegitimate children, and four of her sisters have also had illegitimate 
children. The woman fairly intelligent, and educated, but thoroughly 
debased and vagrant." 

"In the Essex county poor-house a black woman, widowed, aged 
forty-nine years, and her daughter, single, aged twenty-four years, and 
her grandson, a mulatto, four years old, illegitimate, and born in the 
house. The first has been the mother of ten children, seven -illegiti­
mate; the second has had three illegitimate children. Both women 
are intemperate and thoroughly depraved, and quite certain to remain 
public burdens, each having already been nineteen years in the house." 

"In the Greene county poor-house a vagrant, nnmarried woman, 
forty years old, and first an inmate when twenty-one years of age; goes 
ont from -time to time, but soon returns, and will doubtless continue a 
public burden for life; has five illegitimate children." 

" In the Herkimer county poor-house a single woman, aged sixty-four 
years, twenty of which have been spent in the poor-house, has had six 
illegitimate children." 

"In the Montgomery county poor-house a woman, twenty years old, 
illegitimate, uneducated and vagrant, has two illegitimate children in 
the house, recently married an intemperate crippled man, formerly a 
pauper." 

" In the Otsego county poor-house a' widowed woman, aged thirty-five 
years, three times married-first, when only thirteen; is ignorant, 
intemperate, and vagrant, and has spent twelve years in poor-houses, 
has seven living -children, and she seems likely to burden the public 
with additional progeny." 

"In the Rockland county poor-house an unmarried woman, aged 
forty-two years, eleven years an inmate; has had four illegitimate chil­
dren,'is educated, but intemperate and vagrant." 

These are but specimens; they show too clearly what is the common 
fate of vagrant girls, when committed to our poor-houses. 

What teaching is obtained in the jails, the other refuge in this State 
for vagrant women, young and old, the following extracts from the 
Thirty-second Annual Report of the Executive Committee of the Prison 
Association will show: 

" Every year upwards-of a hundred thousand offenders are admitted 
to the county jails of New York; and of this number, several thousands 
expiate their sentence of jail imprisonment, a penalty which signifies 
the most loathsome bodily indolence, and mental vacuity, and which 
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leaves the offender in a worse condition, physically and morally, than 
when the court prononnced the sentence; and which imposes upou the 
community greater burdens and perils than such demoralizing confine­
-ment cau possibly have prevented." 

From the reports of local jail committees, a few extracts will serve as 
specimens of all : 

NIAGARA COUNTY. 

"I can but regret, as in previous reports, that nothing has been done 
to provide employment of some kind for the prh;oners; and I am 
convinced, that to this enforced idleness, and the opportunities afforded 
for communication with each other, is to be attributed the fact, that 
many graduate from our jail more proficient in crime than when they 
entered it." 

ONTARIO COUNTY. 

"The statistics of our c()unty for the past yeaI' as regards intemper­
ance are appalling. There are many who seem to like getting into jail 
where they can be fed, and have a good time at the expense of the 
county. * * * Where there are no facilities for labor, something 
should be devised to make the penalty more distasteful. The propor­
tion of female convicts has been rather larger than usual; some of them 
are old offenders, hardened against all susceptibility tu moral influences." 

ORANGE COUNTY. 

* * * "The herding together of all classes without distinction of 
age, sex, 01' the cha~acter of the orrense, com'inces me that the 'jails 
serve rather as schools of vice than as means of reformation. This com­
mingling is coincident with enforced idleness; and what more favorable 
opportunities could be desired for vicious instruction? " 

There are two distinct and separate objects to be aimed at in dealing 
with these women. To reform them, if it be possible, but if that cannot 
be done, at least to cut off the line of hereditary pauperism, crime and 
insanity, now transmitted mainly through them. Neither of these ob­
jects can possibly be attained while this class of women are left under the 
control of county authorities, whose action is necessarily, from the 
constant change of individual officers, spasmodic and uncertain. 

No argument can be advanced against the policy of withdrawing this 
class of offenders from the care of local officials, that will not be equally 
strong against the practice of maintaining certain classes of criminals 
by the State. State prisons were established, no doubt, because it was 
found that no local machinery was fitted to cope with the more danger­
ous offenders against law and order. The incompetency of local rua­
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chinery to deal with habitual offenders, of what is supposed to be a less 
dangerous type, is equally proved by the facts quoted above . 
. In order to grapple with this gigantic evil, and to stop the increase of 

hereditary pauperism, crime and insanity, in this community, a Reform" 
atory for women, under the management of women, is required. 

We therefore strongly urge the passage of a bill providing for the 
selection of a site, and the adoption of plans for such an institution. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J08EPHINE SHAW LOWELL, 
RIPLEY ROPES, 
E. W. FOSTER, 

(Joinmittee. 



REPORT 


ON TilE 

Public Gharitios of tho Fonrth Judicial District. 


By EDW'D W. FOSTER, CoMMISSIONER. 





REPORT~ 


To the State Board of Ohmities: 

The institutions for public charitable relief in the Fourth Judicial Dis­
trict consist of the poor-houses of the counties of Fulton, Montgomery, 
Schenectady, Saratoga, Warren, Essex, Washington, Clinton, Franklin 
and St. Lawrence, the Home for the Friendless at Schenectady, and the 
Home for the Friendless of Northern New York at Plattsburgh. 

Most of these institutions have been visited and inspected by me 
during the summer. Omitting, so far as possible, details as to location 
and construction of the buildings, which have been frequently given in 
the annual reports of the Board, I submit the following brief notes of 
the condition in which I found them. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited April 3, 1878, in company with the Secretary. Number of 
inmates-males, 84; females, 54; total, 138. Number of insane-males, 
11; females, 23; total, 34. 

The children of this poor-house were removed the tenth of March, 
1878, and placed in a private family at White Creek, some twenty-five 
miles from the poor-house, at 62 per week, the county furnishing tlleir 
clothing. The number first placed in this family was eight. Two of 
these have since been placed in permanent family homes. The only 
children now in the poor-house are two idiotic boys, one feeble-minded 
boy, and two infants. Only four deaths have occurred in the poor-house 
since November last. 

A careful system of records of the inmates is kept. The house 
throughout was very neat and clean. The institution is well supplied 
with vegetables and other provisions. The stock is abundant, and of 
fine quality, and the farm and grounds in good order. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Visited Thursday, August 22. Robert Wemple, the present keeper, 
has held thnt position for about ten years. The property used as a poor­
house, including furniture, stock and implements, belongs to him, and 
be keeps the poor under cuntract with the board of supervisors. I copy 
the last renewal of this contract from the keeper's books. 

" It is also agreed that the contract of the county with Robert Wem­
pIe, for the keeping of the insane and idiotic poor, be renewed for the 
year 1878, at the rate of $3.50 per week. The above Robert Wemplo 
guarantees that he will give a notice of one year whenever he concludes 
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to abandon the care of the poor; and it is also nnderstood that, in case 
of fire, the county will pay all reasonable extra expense for the care of 
the poor." 

The county appoints and pays a physician, who visits twise a week 
arid whenever called. The distinct.ion between town and county poor 
is so made as to class all insane and idiotic as county charges. Of 
these, the keeper stated he had thirty-six at the time, making, at the 
contract price, a weekly charge against the county of $126. There were 
also in the honse twenty-five persons classed as town charges. For 
these the keeper receives $2 per Vleek each; making his aggregate 
receipts for this class $50 per week, and his total receipts from both 
classes $176 per week. This covers all charges for maintenance and 
care except medical attendance. The buildings are inexpensive wood 
structures and old, but· in good repair. The rooms were clean, the 
inmates comfortably clothed, and furnished with an abundant supply of 
plain food. There is no special medical supervision of the insane. 
Although nothing was noticed that would indicate that the keeper failed 
in his duty toward the county and the inmates, it is believed that it is 
hardly a proper place for the detention and care of so large a number of 
insane, and that they could receive much better accommodation and 
care at a State institution, and at less cost to the county. 

FULTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited the same day. Was found in charge of Mr. Capron, Superin­
tendent of the Poor, who resides at the house, and acts as keeper. There 
were sixty-eight inmates. The Superintendent is furnished the house 
and use of the farm, and receives $1.75 pel' week for the maintenance 
of each inmate. The lJOuse was passably clean, and the inmates ap­
peared quite comfortable. The house does not admit of a strict classifi­
cation, and has no convenient room for the sick. 

Three men and four women are classed as insane; said to be quiet 
and harmless. They receive no special at.tention. Two boys and three 
women, or girls, said to be idiotic. The insane receive the same atten­
tion and fare as other inmates. One inmate is the mother of a mulatto 
·child, begotteu in the hOllse. Her grandfather is an inmate. I was 
surprised at the number of children found in the house, as it has always 
been understood that the authorities were very prompt to remove 
dependents of this class to homes .or asylums. The keeper first stated 
the nu:nbar at five or six, but more critical inquiry disclosed that there 
were at least eighteen. 

The house is inadequate for the accommodations of the poor of the 
county, and at the time of my vitiit was overcrowded. I r.epresellted to 
the Superintendent the necessity of reducing the number before the 
inclement weather made increased demands for admission, and pal'ticu­
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larly urged that immediate steps be takeu to remove the children. 
have since learned that five of the children have been taken away by 
their parents, and foul' removed to the Oswego Orphan Asylum, leaving, 
it is said, but three in the house that are of an age and condition to be 
removed, and these, I am assured, will be removed at the earliest date 
practicable. 

The contract system for the maintenance of paupers I belie¥e to be a 
pernicious one, and presents, I think, a probable explanation for the 
large number of children found in this house. 

SCHENECTADY COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited August 23. Is located in the city of Schenectady, about a mile 
from the Central depot. Mr. Eygener, the keeper, was found in charge, 
and conducted me over the buildings and grounds. The house has been 
in use a long time, and needs some alterations to adapt it properly 
to the purposes of a poor-house. The ceilings are very low, and the ven­
tilation bad. The house was clean throughout, f.lld everything, in the 
power of the keeper, seemed to be done to make the inmates comfortable. 
Only about forty inmates were present. Nearly all were old and 
infirm. There wel'e no children in the house, and the keeper said but 
one was supported by the county in an asylum. Strict classification of 
sexes is enforced both in the buildings and grounds. There are no bath­
tubs in the house. The keeper said he had repeatedly represented to 
the authorities the necessity of providing them. The character of the 
inmates is such as to render them indispensable. The inmates are fur­
nished with tobacco a,nd matches, and smoke in their rooms and beds, 
and the clothing is sometimes burned by particles dropped from the 
pipes. When remonstrated with, in regard to this dangerous practice, 
the keeper stated that it was much against his inclination to allow it, 
but he had been ovel'luled by the Superintendent, and was obliged to 
submit. 

The building formerly used as an asylum is at present unoccupied. 
It could very easily be arranged so as to furnish excellent quarters for 
one sex, and the character of the institution would be vastly improved 
by utilizing it for such a purpose. There arc but two insane of the 
quiet and harmless class. Four are classed as idiotic, or feeble-minded. 
One epileptic and one blind. 

SARATOGA COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited August 23, ]878. This institution is located about two miles 
from the villtLge of Ballston. The building is a plain brick structure, 
erected at a cost of about 640,000, and first occupied in 1872. It is well 
furnished, heated by steam, and supplied with hot and cold water 
throughout. The house and gr'ounds are well kept, and clean. On the 
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da.te of my inspection there were 150 inmates; one hundred males, and 
50 females. Insane to the number of 26-12 men and 14 women--occupy 
one wing. They were in charge of attendants, and the apartments 
were cleanly and well kept. The device of using studding for the 
partition walls gives this department a stable-like appearance that is not 
at an in keeping with other parts of the establishment. The yards for 
insane are detached and to the right of the house, and their location I 
consider objectionable. There were nine children in the house, all ille­
gitimate, and all under three years of age. The mothers of five of these 
were also inmates. The county of Saratoga has made such generons 
provision for the care of its poor, that it is with extreme reluctance that 
I make any suggestions for further outlay; but I must say that I regard 
the provision for the insane in many respects deficient, and that some 
provision should be made which will secure isolation of the sexes in 
yards and grounds. 

~ARREN COUNTY POOR-ROUSE. 

Located on the right bank of Schroon river, about two miles from the 
village of ~arrensburgh, and five from Thurman, a station on the Adi­
rondack railroad. 

Visited Saturda}, August 24. The main building is of stone, 40x60 
feet, and two stories high; and extending in the rear of this stone 
building is a wooden structure 30x75, and a story and a half high. 
In the basement of the main building are the cellar and store-room, 
dining-room, kitchen, and also a room for inmates. In this last room 
were six beds, in which lodged twelve female inmates. The only light 
and ventilation to be obtained is from two small windows, not more than 
two feet by two and a half. The first floor is occupied by the keeper 
and family, and also by rooms for inmates. On this floor were 
four dark rooms, in dimensions not larger than an ordinary clothes 
closet, that were designed for the insane. The keeper stated that they 
were never used for that purpose. The second story is used for inmates. 
In the attic of this part a room has been finished for inmates. The 
only access to this attic room is by steep, narrow stairs. The door 
at the foot of the stairs swings in toward the stairs, so that, in case 
of fire, the passage would almost certainly be choked. The only 
other means of egress from this room is by a window which opens 
directly over a frame extension, and would be closed in case of fire in 
that part. The keeper stated that it was the intention to open another 
window in the front of the building. The room is both unsafe and unfit 
for occupation by paupers. 

The upper story of the wooden extension in rear of the stone building 
is used for female inmates. In one of the rooms were four old women. 
The room was furnished with three beds, table, chairs, etc., and a No.9 
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cook-stove, in which was a winter's fire, though the day was comfortably 
warm. They seemed to be left in this distant room of the house to mind 
themselves. One old crone complained of harsh treatment from another 
of the party, though the keeper made light of her complaints, and said 
there was nothing in it. In a small room, immediately adjoining that 
last described, were two bed-ridden old women. On the ground floor of 
this part, immediately adjoining the stone building, is the wood-house. 
In the rear of this is a room occupied by men. This room seems to be 
the receptacle for the very worst cases in the house. The room was in 
so untidy a condition that it seems incredible that anyone could live 
in it. 

There were in the poor-house seventy-two inmates. Of these, three 
men and two women were insane; one man and three women were 
epilepti.cs, and nine were children. But two of the children are of an 
age and condition to be removed, and the keeper stated that it was 
expected that they would soon go out. The county has no children in 
orphan asylums. The officers, it is said, have been so far, successful in 
finding homes for all that have become a public charge. It was stated 
that the inmates were bathed once a week, but their personal appearance 
gave no evidence of such a practice. The defects in the construction, 
arrangements and management of this poor-house were particularly stated 
in the annual report of this Board in 1868 and hold good against it at 
this time. My inspection on this occasion failed to furnish a single 
point on which I could bestow a word of commendation. 

CLINTON COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited August 27, 1878. The keeper absent, and his wife and son 
in charge. She reported seventy-two inmates present. A thorough 
inspection of every part of the building was made, and while, in one or 
two instances, I noticed improvements, the general condition and man­
agement remains very much the same as found by me on my visitation 
the 17th of September last. The energy of the officers seem to have 
been expended in the removal of the insane from the basement cells, 
and in improving the condition and arrangement of the closets. It is 
probably futile to expect any extended and effcient measures of reform 
under the regime of the present officers, whom I regard as entirely nn­
fitted for such I' trust, and in view of the probability that there will 
soon be a change, I deem it advisable for t.he present to withhold further 
criticism, which might embarrass rather than assist the efforts of worthy 
citizens. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited September 9, 1878. Is a large brick building, very pleasantly 
located, about one mile and a half west of the village of Malone. It 
was built in 1871 at a cost of $38,000. 

http:epilepti.cs


300 "ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF CHARITIES. 

On the date of visitation there were 65inmates-32 males, and 33females. 
Of these, six were insane, and three infants. A defect in the pipes from 
the water-closet made one part of the building almost unfit for use. 
I was assured by the authorities that this would be immediately reme­
di(jd: The inmates seemed well cared for, except, perhaps, in respect 
to die~no fresh meat or fish being used iu the summer. No other 
matter" requiring special notice was observed. I regard what has 
already been done in this county as a strong evidence of a desire, on 
the part of its intelligent and humane people, that their deserving poor 
shall be comfortably provided for; 

ESSEX COUNTY POOR-HOUSE. 

Visited Thursday, September 12, 1878. Situated near Whallonsburg, 
a station on the Canada railroad. 

The keeper ~tated that there were 114 inmates; of whom, 16 were 
insane, 12 idiotic, and 18 children. The house was designed to accom­
modate 125 inmates. Its arrangements do not admit of a thorough 
classification, and the intercourse of all classes seemed unrestricted 
during the day-time. There are no proper accommodations for the 
insane, nor adequate attendance for them. Some of the rooms devoted 
to their use are wholly unfit places for their occupancy. Two of this 
class were found left under restraint in such conditions that I was 
obliged to remonstrate with the keeper in regard to it. 

The authorities seem to pay little attention to the law requiring the 
removal .of children from the poor-house. About a year ago the lady 
managers of the Home for the Friendless of Northern, New York, at 
Plattsburgh, selected and removed nine children to that institution. 
This seems to have been the only effort to comply with the law, and, on 
~he day of visitation, the school-teacher who is employed at the poor­
house informed me that she had twenty-eight children on the roll of her 
school; the keeper stated, however, that but sixteen of these were of an 
age and condition to be removed. 

In my inspection of the house I found it clean, but poorly ventilated, 
.the air of some of the rooms being very impure. I urged the keeper to 
.take immediate measures for the removal of the children, the transfer of 
the worst cases of insane to the Willard Asylum, and some further and 
better provision for such of this class as the officers are obliged to retain 
in the poor-house: 

Respectfully submitted. 
EDW'D W. FOSTER, 

Commissioner. 



NEW YORK STATE INEBRIATE ASYLUM. 


By J. C. DEVEREUX, COMMISSIONER. 





REPORT 

RELATING TO THE STATE INEBRIATE ASYLU~L 

To th(J State Board of Charities: 

Your Committee, appointed to visit the Inebriate Asylum at Bingham­
ton, beg leave to report that they performed that duty on the 17th of De­
cember last. They found Dr. Morris acting as Superintendent. lie 
was formerly Superintendent of the Board of Health, New York city, and 
Health Commissioner for New York, under appointment of Gov. Hoff­
man. His salary as Superintending Physician is twenty-five hundred 
dollars per annum......................••...........•.............•.•..... $2,500 00 
Salary of Assistant Physician...... .•...•. ...•.. ...... ....•. .•.... ..... 800 00 
Salary of the Steward....... ............ ........................ ........ 1,200 00 
Salary.of the Chaplain.................................................. 1,000 00 
Salary of the Matron.. ....... ............ ..........•....•....... ......... 300 00 
Salary of the Treasurer... ..... ...... ...... ....... ...... ....•. ....•. ..... 200 00 

$6,000 00 

They all reside in the Institution except the Treasurer. These 
salaries are paid by the State. The buildings which have twice been 
partially destroyed by fire, at a loss of about $200,000, and the farm of 
380 acres (although 250 acres were the gift of the city of Binghamton), 
have cost the State, in round numbers, $500,000. The patients sent there 
by order of county authorities, and at county expense, pay $7 per week 
for board. Private patients pay from $8 to 820 a week for board. There 
was said to be forty patients in the building, of whom eight were county, 
and the rest private patients. The reason assigned for the high price 
of board was: "That as the larger number were private patients who 
had friends willing to pay liberally for their support, that we had to 
cater to their wants, and to furnish the most nourishing food that can be 
purchased, equal to the best hotel fare, and this makes the average cost 
higher." The furniture of the rooms varies according to price paid for 
board. The room for a $20 patient is furnished with the best of modern 
furniture; the room for a $15 patient not quite as good, and with iron 
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bedstead. The graded rooms for $10, and the upper rooms for $8 
pat.ients are more cheaply furnished, but quite comfortable. The rooms 
are kept in good order by two clmmbermt1ids, under supervisioll of the 
Matron. The halls are spacious, well ventilated; plenty of water­
closets and bath-rooms; saiJ to be abundant supply of wate!'; sewerage 
perfect, and no sewer gas escaping. There are reading-rooms, a theatre, 
or lecture-room, also a large chapel, and a private club-room. The gen­
eral arrangement is similar to our State Lunatic Asylums, the adminis­
tration department being in the centre. The south wing, intended for 
males, and the north wing, which is rebuilt, but not entirely" finished, 
could be used for females; (there are no female patients at present.) 
The location of the building is magnificent; the view unsurpassed. Dr. 
Morris stated that a farm was of no advantage to an inebriate asylnm, 
nor was it any object to have shops, or have the patients attempt a 
mechanical pursuit, as they but seldom stay C!ver three months; the 
time is too short in which to learn a trade. The expense of foreman, 
tools and implements kept in good order, would be quite large, and 
before a man could become useful, his time would expire. Besides, the 
class of men who become inebriates are lazy,. their natural tendency 
is to loaf around saloons, and, hence, grea.ter victims to intemperance 
than active, busy men. 

In our interview, we learned that medicines were not largely used; 
that stimulants could not, at first, be discontinued; that, in some.cases, 
the patients had to be confined in cells while under the influence of 
"delirium tremens." The principal' object in treatment seemed to be, 
by good air and exercise, nutritious food, and cheerful surroundings, 
to build up the system; to endeavor to restore will-power. 

It has not been deemed advisable to require patients to remain on the 
premises. At first, special permission is required to go out of bounds; 
after awhile they take iheir parole of honor, and allow them to visit the 
city of Binghamton frequently. If they break their parole, they are 
deprived of this privilege. 

RECOMUENDATIONS. 

The Committee recommend the change of this institution lroI'l. an 
inebriate asylum to an asylum for chronic insane. An appropl iatior. of 
$12,000, it was said, would complete the north wing, which would render 
the main building suitable for 300 chronic insane, ~nd $25,000 would 
furnish and make necessary changes required to conform the present 

"l building to its proposed new use. A further appropriation of e200,000 
would, if economically expended, build and furnish two wings, to be 
used for dormitories, day-rooms, and dilling-rooms, which would pl'Ovid", 
shelter for 500 additional inmates, making accommodations in all for 
800, which is as small a number as we would advise, in order to f ~clL.~ 
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economical resnlts. Out of this number of inmates there would bo a 
snfficient portion of the harmless class, who, with their attendants, would 
cultivate the farm, and largely aid in supporting tho institution. 

Should the Legislature desire to contiuue an asylum for inebriates, 
suitable buildings can be rented at a moderate rental, say not to exceed 
$1,500 per annum (with a privilege of purchasing at the end of the 
tenn), that would furnish all the needed accommodations without being 
embarrassed by a farm, and by buildings out of proportion to the num­
ber' treated. The present buildings and farm aro well adapted to 
the requirements ,of a chronic insane asylum, which, in place of being 
occupied and maintained for eight county inebriate patients, could be 
properly and conveniently used for the care and treatment of 300 chronic 
insane, who are now in a deplorable condition in county poor-houses, and 
who are certainly as much entitled to State care as inebriates. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. C. DEVEREUX. 

Commissioner, F'~fth Judicial District. 

I COllcur in the above recommendations. 
S. F_ l\iILLER. 

CommissionCi', Sixth Judicial District. 
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