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PREFACE.

———p-4- T

Berore this work is finally dismissed from the press, it seems
necessary to say a few words regarding two or three subjects which
require at least some explanation, if not apology, particularly as to
the great delay that has taken place in presenting it to the public;
a delay which has arisen from causes over which the Author had no
power of control.

The Tour in Rajwara of which the narrative is here given, was
not completed until the month of August 1835, and was literally
undertaken at one day’s notice without the remotest idea of making
public the results of the journey; when it was at length thought worth
while to pass them through the press, the preparation of the very
voluminous materials which are condensed in the following pages
was found to occupy so much time that the final report was not ready
to be submitted to Government until the month of October 1836.

This delay was chiefly occasioned by the Author’s constant
employment in the Trigonometrical Survey in the jungles north-
westward of Midnapoor, and his subsequent dangerous illness brought
on by long exposure to the climate; both of these causes have again
operated during the present year to prevent that constant personal
superintendence which the publication of a work of this kind imperi-
ously demands, and the consequence is, that although nearly a year
has elapsed since the printing of these papers was authorized by the
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Supreme Government, yet even now the errata have accumulated to
a considerable extent, without any blame being attributable to the
establishment from whose press these sheets have issued.

Nearly all the typographical errors have occurred in oriental
words, such as the names of native persons and places, the correct
spelling of which can scarcely be guessed when the reading in the
manuscript happens to be doubtful, or erroneous; both of these are
matters of frequent occurrence, five different writers, European and
native, having been employed in copying the sheets originally com-
posed in my own hand-writing; nor could I find spare time for
revising even in a rough manner the triplicate copy of the report
containing more than eight hundred pages of foolscap.

A great part of the Personal Narrative has already appeared
more than two years ago in the Delhi Gazette, a rough journal of
the Tour having been forwarded from time to time to the late
lamented Martin Blake, Esq. of the Civil Service, who was part pro-
prietor of that newspaper ; but though the whole of those sheets have
been re-written and greatly extended yet little or no alteration was
made in the original matter. Unfortunately too no alteration was
made in the orthography of oriental words, all of which were spelled
nearly after Dr. Gilchrist’s manner, whereas in other parts of the
volume where the language and literature of Marwar, &c. have been
discussed, and lists of cities, &c. are given, that system of spelling has
been followed which is adopted by the Asiatic Society as well as by
the Surveyor General of India.

On examining the large map annexed to this volume it will be
found that the names of many of the principal places accord with
neither of the systems already noticed, which is partly owing to its

being compiled from Surveys by various hands, and partly to my-
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entrusting the Lithographer with a discretionary power of altering
the spelling of names so as to bring them all under one system, a
power which has not been altogether exercised in the manner origi-
nally contemplated. Both the map and the plates have however,
been prepared by the best artists procurable in Calcutta, and no
pains nor expense have been spared to render either them or the
Typographical part of the work as perfect as may be.

With these exculpatory remarks I commit my work to the
Reader’s hands, assuring those who only read for amusement, that
even throughout all the gossiping details in the Personal Narrative
truth has never been sacrificed to embellishment; to the Scientific
man I venture to point out that the whole of the latitudes, longitudes,
&c. here given depend upon my own observations and calculations,
(which are believed to be very correct,) and nearly the whole of the
Routes upon my own Perambulator-readings ; but from the Philo-
logist I must crave indulgence for many errors that may be detected
in treating on Oriental Literature, a study to which I have not been
able to devote so much time as its importance deserves. To those
who have assisted me in any way, and particularly to Colonel Dunlop,
Quarter Master General of the Army, my best thanks are due, and
will T hope be duly accepted by other friends whose names are

not particularized.

A. H. E. BOILEAU.
Calcutta, 1837.
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE, &ec.

AT the close of the operations of the Field Army employed in Shekhawutee
during the winter of 1834-35, requisition was made to Brigadier-General
Stevenson, C. B., commanding the Field Force, that the services of an Officer
of the corps of Engineers should be placed at the disposal of Major Alves,
Agent to the Governor General for the States of Rajpootana. Being selected for
this duty, I was accordingly transferred from the Military Department on the
breaking up of the Field Force near Patun, and joined the camp of Major Alves,
one of whose assistants, Lieut. (now Captain) H. W. Trevelyan, of the Bombay
Artillery, was about to proceed on a Special Mission into the western states
of Rajwara, and I was directed to accompany this officer for the purpose of
acquiring such geographical, statistical, or other professional information, as
might be obtained during our Jjourney.

The objects of this Mission were principally the following: firstly, the
adjustment of some border disputes between the Buhawulpoor and Jesulmer
authorities ; secondly, the reconciliation of a long standing feud between
Jesulmer and Beekaner, for which purpose it was proposed that a meeting
should take place between the two chiefs somewhere on their common frontier ;
thirdly, the distribution, amongst the inhabitants of certain villages in the
Jesulmer territory, of the compensation money awarded to them for the inju-
ries they sometime ago sustained by an incursion from Jodhpoor ; fourthly,
the determination of the conflicting claims advanced by Jodhpoor and Jesul-
mer to the tract called Mewa, (including Balmer, the new Bombay station,)
from the chiefs of which, both States were thought to demand tribute,
allegiance, and service ; fifthly and lastly, the conveying some wholesome

counsel to Man Singh, of J. odhpoor, connected with the fulfilment of his engage-
ments with our Government.
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It will be seen in the course of the following narrative, that Lieutenant
Trevelyan brought to a successful issue, and with unexpected facility, every
point of negociation above enumerated, as well as some other important mat-
ters not included in the foregoing. With respect, however, to the ostensible
objects of the Mission, and the satisfactory attainment of them, it may be
briefly noticed, in the first place, that the border disputes between Buhawul-
poor and Jesulmer were carefully investigated by Lieutenants Trevelyan and
Mackeson, (the British Agent for the navigation of the Indus at Mithun-kot,)
who met at Jesulmer for this purpose; and the borderers of the latter State
received from the chief of Buhawulpoor a full remuneration for the losses they
had sustained by the incursions of the troops. Secondly, a thorough recon-
ciliation was effected between the Chiefs of Beekaner and Jesulmer, and several
friendly meetings took place between them, even in the middle of the hot
season, though the distance between their capitals is nearly two hundred miles,
and the intermediate country little better than a desert. Thirdly, the sums of
money recovered from Jodhpoor as a compensation to the borderers of Jesul-
mer were disbursed in person by Lieutenant Trevelyan, who proceeded for that
purpose to Budoragam, Devee-kot and other places on the frontier, to guard
against any misappropriation of the money to be distributed. Fourthly, after
proceeding to Balmer a joint investigation was made by Captain Richards,
Assistant to the Resident at Bhooj, who exercised both political and military
authority at this out-post, and by Lieutenant Trevelyan as to the disputed
sovereignty over the western part of Marwar, comprising the districts of Mewa,
Mulanee, &c. ; though all doubts had for the present been set at rest by the
temporary occupation of the disputed tract by the British Government in its
own name: it was, however, ascertained at once that the claims of Jesulmer
were almost without the shadow of a foundation. Fifthly, by remaining
many weeks at Jodhpoor, and having numerous private interviews with Man
Singh, who shewed a great disposition to communicate freely with Lieutenant
Trevelyan, that officer was enabled to give much good advice to the Muharaja,
and to obtain from him a settlement of many points connected with the ad-
ministration of affairs in Merwara, the raising of a Jodhpoor Legion, and such
other matters, which are much better and quicker arranged viva voce, than
through the intervention of Vakeels or native agents.

It is not intended, however, to undervalue the services of such native
agents as may bring into the cause of their employers as much integrity as
talent, the former being the quality in which they are generally deficient ;
and it is gratifying to know, that during the present Mission the exertions of
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Lieutenant Trevelyan were strenuously and cordially seconded by Hindoo Mul,
the Beekaner Vakeel, who was permanently attached to the camp, and whose
influence was felt, and good offices manifested, long after we had departed from
the dominions of his immediate superior. A very worthy man, Purohit Sir-
dar Mul, was also attached to the camp on the part of the Rawul of Jesulmer,
and though a Brahmin by family, he had distinguished himself by command-
ing the party of Bhatee Horse which joined Colonel Litchfield’s force, for the
purpose of driving the marauding tribe of Khosas from Nugur Parkur and
the adjacent districts: but with all his good qualities, this Purohit had not
nearly the influence at his own court that was possessed in all quarters by the
Beekaner Vakeel, and, consequently, however well inclined he might be, his
services as a diplomatist were of little value.

Upon entering the Jodhpoor territory a number of native agents of
various degrees both in rank and intellect, were despatched at different times
to meet the Mission, but the attendance of such persons being rather matters
of ceremony and state than as conducive to the settlement of any real business,
they were looked upon in this light, and all matters of importance regarding
the Jodhpoor State, were transacted at the capital by personal conference with
the Muharaja as above mentioned ; a few most respectable men were found
at this court,—men who might well be entrusted to act as ministers of state,
but Man Singh seemed unwilling to trust himself too much to any one indivi-
dual, or to any one set of men; so that the accidental presence of Zorawur
Mul, the rich Banker of Kotah and Ajmer, who, though belonging to no party,
was respected by all the chiefs of Rajwara, was a most fortunate occurrence,
and much benefit was derived from his friendly advice and influence at Jodh-
poor, as well as at Jesulmer and Beekaner, with the chiefs of which States he
had also had meetings during the time of our intercourse with them.

Having thus stated the general objects of the Mission, and the manner in
which they were fulfilled, it may be worth while, before a description of our
journey is commenced, to give a detail of the materials of which our camp was
composed, for the benefit of those who may hereafter have to undertake a simi-
lar expedition. OQur tent equipage was, of course, as light as was consistent
with due protection against the scorching heat which we might have to expect
in the vicinity of the Desert in the month of May. A single-poled tent, a
hill tent, a dechoba, and some light pals or choldarees, sufficed to protect us
and our servants from the weather : a long train of camels accompanied us
for the conveyance of our camp-equipage and baggage, not a single wheeled
carriage being taken, though the light Marwar carts could travel over
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almost any part of the country which we traversed: numerous large pukhals
or skin-bags were made up at Beekaner for the carriage of water, the supply
of which was uncertain on the road; and a few large brass vessels were also
provided for some of the Hindoo sipahees and others who would not drink
from the leather bags ; four of these vessels being carried by each camel.

Were it intended at any time to march a body of troops across the De-
sert, it would, I think, be advisable to make some other arrangement for the
supply of water ; and instead of these thick brass pots, which are of globular
shape and very heavy, requiring also a wooden cradle for slinging them, a light
pair of metal tanks might be adapted to each camel, being counstructed either
of iron, brass, or copper in sheets, either rivetted or soldered together, and
furnished with metal hoops or straps and rings by which they could be slung
upon the pack-saddle: and to prevent waste in distributing the water, each
tank might be furnished with a stop-cock.

Our escort consisted of two duffadars and sixteen troopers of the 3rd lo-
cal horse; a havildar, naik, and twelve sappers and miners; a havildar,
naik, and sixteen sipahees of the Merwara or 9th local battalion; and two
havildars and twelve sipahees of Bhurtpoor Infantry; amounting in all to
eighteen horsemen and forty-six footmen, or sixty-four fighting-men, beside
half a dozen of chuprasees whose badges, (particularly those of the Ajmer Re-
sidency,) perhaps, commanded as much respect as the bayonets of the guard.
Hindoo Mul, the Beekaner Vakeel, had a small troop of horse at his own com-
mand, an unlimited supply of camels, and a handsome single-poled tent: the
Jesulmer Vakeel had about half a dozen men, and much inferior accommodation,
being in fact the representative of a far poorer court. We had no elephants
in camp, the only animals in common use for riding being mares and camels;
the latter being particularly serviceable, as they will carry two persons besides
a small quantity of baggage. Three palkees accompanied us, but they were
fortunately not required, our health being such as at all times to permit of our
travelling either on horseback or with suwaree camels.

After the field force had evacuated Shekhawutee and quitted Patun, we
remained a few days at this place with the camp of Major Alves, until every
thing was arranged for our proceeding to the westward. Patun is a consider-
able city, strongly situated at the foot of a lofty hill, on which is the citadel, and
half way down its side is the palace of the Rao Luchmun Singh, chief of the
Tonr tribe of Rajpoots, who murdered his father to secure his own succession
to the throne, and whose counscience has since upbraided him so severely for
the deed, that he has abandoned his palace and taken up his abode at a tempo-
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rary place near the foot of the hill. Here the Governor General’s Agent found
him when returning a visit of ceremony, and we who followed in the train of
Major Alves were, like him, obliged to submit to a fraternal accolade from this
detestable parricide, whose eyes seem to be starting out of his head, as though
he were haunted day and night by the vision of his murdered father. In that
apartment of the palace in which this foul act was committed, a curtain is
stretched quite across one end of the room. I looked behind this curtain and
saw a plain charpace or bedstead covered with a clean white sheet, and by its
side was placed a bottle of rose water and one or two other trifles, which were
kept constantly in readiness, from a superstitious and perhaps remorseful idea
that the spirit of the deceased Rao inhabited this chamber, and would be
gratified by having such things in constant readiness for its use.

As a kind of palliation for the conduct of Luchmun Singh, it is asserted
that his father had evil intentions towards him, in the same way that the late
Rao Raja of Neekur is said to have made away with his eldest son who had
nearly come to man’s estate : indeed, the slaughter of near relations seems by
no means uncommon,—the celebrated Sham Singh of Jhoonjhnoo having mur-
dered his own brother for the sake of his inheritance, and the chief of Mulsee-
sur was recently assassinated (by his uncle I think) for a similar reason.
With the exception of this foul blot upon his character, Luchmun Singh of
Patun is well spoken of among his subjects, and bears the character of a just
and considerate prince. His country, which is commonly called Buteesee or
Tonrawutee, presents a curious succession of barren hills and fertile valleys,
the former being tenanted by a tribe called Meenas, who are notorious thieves
and cattle stealers; a few of them have engaged in agriculture, but the others
seem to earn their subsistence entirely by plundering their neighbours, or
rather by pilfering at a distance; for which purpose they undertake long jour-
nies, unite at some settled point, commit their depredations, and return by
detachments to their hilly homes where they divide the spoil, some travelling
on foot and others on small dark-colored camels, which are said to be singu-
larly well trained to this work.

This system of plunder had gone on unchecked for many years, but the
late occupation of Shekhawutee and the contiguous district of Tonrawutee
by British troops, with the immediate destruction of nearly all their forts
and strongholds, has wrought a change for the better. During the whole of
our wanderings for many months, I do not remember that our camp was once
visited by thieves though on_the occasion of our making a tour in these parts

four years ago, several of our camels were at times carried off, and on one
c
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occasion a large body of horse, amounting to nearly two hundred, were assem-
bled for the purpose of plundering our camp. Nothing of the kind happens
now. We quitted Patun on the 26th of January, 1835, after taking a cordial
farewell of our kind host Major Alves, and the commencement of our journey
was certainly marked by what the natives would consider an auspicious mu-
hoorut or omen, it being the birth-day both of the Rawul of Jesulmer, to
whose court we were proceeding, and of Lieutenant Trevelyan, who was at
the head of the Mission. Our first march was through a rugged and stony pass,
called Muhoa ka ghit, to the large village of Neem ka Thana, which is made
over for the maintenance of the hurkarus of the Jaipoor state, and is a favo-
rite halting place of the Jaipoor troops; provisions, water, and forage being
procurable in abundance. Our next stage was Gohala, a small walled town
with a tolerably strong citadel situated in very broken ground on the banks
of the Katuree Nudee, almost the only river which crosses the Shekhawutee
country : it enters the Oodepoor district, passing through a rocky ghit at
Jodhpoora Sonaree, and, expanding itself immediately in a broad sandy bed,
takes a north-westerly course between the forts of Ker and Chundana, Jhoonjh-
noo and Soottana, Mundrela and Nurhur, after which it loses itself on the
Beekaner Frontier, being quite absorbed by the sandy soil between Sankhoo
and Neema.

Our third march was to Oodepoor, a considerable town, the position of
which is particularly important in a military point of view ; for, though total-
ly unfortified except by a few ruinous Martello towers, it commands a narrow
and rocky defile called the Baghora ghdt, which is the only pass into Shekha-
wutee from the eastward by way of Khundela or Gohala. The Jodhpoora
Sonaree pass or Kukreo ghat is 15 miles to the north-east, and the Jhalra or
Bajor pass is about the same distance to the south-west of Oodepoor ; nor is
there any practicable road for artillery between these two places (Kakreo and
Jhalra), except the said Baghora ghit, by which the Jaipoor armies used gene-
rally to find their way into Shekhawutee.

About the time of our arrival at Qodepoor the notorious Jhoota Ram,
who was still exercising the functions of Regent at Jaipoor, was covertly en-
deavouring to engage the Shekhawutee Chiefs in supporting his attempts to
make head against the British authorities, and a letter had been addressed to
the Thakoors of Oodepoor, who were said to have promised him their assist-
ance, or who perhaps were too weak to refuse it. 'We halted a couple of days
at this place, which lies close to the broad and shallow bed of a hill stream
which rises near the fort of Kot, and runs a few miles in a northerly direction
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to Oodepoor, where it emerges into the plain and runs a few miles to the
north-west, passing Purusrampoora, Nuwulgurh and Doondloo, near which place
it loses itself like the Katuree Nudee, and like the latter it only flows in the
rains.

From Oodepoor we made a short march to Purusrampoora, once a flourish-
ing little town with a small fort on the north bank of the nameless Nudee
Just mentioned, but this pulka fort is now in ruins, owing to internal dissen-
sions; and even now the town is under the dominion of three brothers, two of
whom are at enmity with the third, who had, I believe, fled to keep out of their
way. A new fort has been built of mud on the left or south bank of the
river, where we encamped ; and as none of the T%akoors were present to re-
ceive Lieutenant Trevelyan, a little boy came out mounted on a high horse, to
do the honors of the place, and welcomed us kindly. At Purusrampoora is a
handsome white domed building, the ckufree or mausoleum of Sardool Singh,
commonly called Sadajee, the founder of the Shekhawutee power. The five
sons of this chief are celebrated in the annals of Jaipoor ; but when, instead
of one being elected ruler over his fellows, they all five succeeded jointly to
the throne of their father, it was prophecied by the then Raja of Jodhpoor,
that the sway of Sardool Singh would last but for a century, and then pass
away ; which prophecy has been pretty nearly fulfilled. The Rajas of Khetree
and Seekur are both infants; the powerful Thakoor Sham Singh of Jhoonjh-
noo is dead, and the strongest hill forts, with many of the principal citadels
in the plains of Shekhawutee, have lately been garrisoned by British troops,
having surrendered without firing a shot.

We made another short march from Purusrampoora to Nuwulgurh, the
whole of our route from Patun to this place being through a well-watered
and tolerably fertile country, where wells are not so deep as to prevent the
cultivators of the soil from raising an abuundant rubee or spring harvest, which
generally includes wheat, barley, and other valuable productions, beside which
large quantities of red pepper and bhung or intoxicating hemp are said to be
grown and exported from Qodepoor and Purusrampoora. At Nuwulgurh “ a
change came o’er the spirit” of the land, and told us in most intelligible lan.
guage, that we had exchanged the fertile vallies of Tonrawutee, for the sandy
thirsty soil of the Dagur, (or country westward of the northern extremity
of the Aravulee Range, commonly called Addabula Pular,) which rejoices
in desperately steep sand-hills, and unpleasantly deep wells; where the very
name of wheat or gram is a rarity, and where sharp thorns or burs are
abundant enough ; insomuch, that the Raja Rutun Singh of Beekaner laugh-
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ingly told Major Alves during their interview at Rutungurh, that he was
himself called the Bloortia Raja, or king of burs; bkoort being the native
name for the grass which produces these tormenting seeds. Notwithstanding
its unpleasant effects upon the feet and upon the patience of travellers, this
grass is really a valuable commodity in so poor a country ; it is eaten with
avidity by the black cattle, which thrive remarkably well upon it, and it is
eaten in times of scarcity by the starving inhabitants: even during the stay of
General Stevenson’s army at Sambhur, it is said that a coarse flour or meal,
made simply by grinding the seeds of the bkoort, was selling in the bazar at 11
paisas per seer, and that it was very wholesome,

We made no halt at Nuwulgurh, though it is a flourishing city, neatly
fortified with walls of masonry, and boasting four jolly-looking Zakoors,
who rival Sir John Falstaff’ both in fat and good humour. Two of these
chiefs reside in the city and two in the fort, being, I believe, the sons of differ-
ent fathers and first cousins, each pair to the other pair, though passing under
the general name of dhace. WWhile engaged with my theodolite on the high-
est bastion of the citadel, I heard a loud noise in the court below, where one
of the Thakoors was seated, and I afterwards learned that he was discuss-
ing Jhoota Ram’s circular, calling for assistance against the British. While
the letter was being read to him, the Thakoor, who was as usual under the
excitement of opium, was continually interrupting the clerk, and bawling out,
in a most incautious manner, the passages that particularly struck his fancy,
or perhaps those which he could not comprehend, to the great amusement of
his hearers, among whom my informant was one. After duly discussing the
matter, an affirmative answer was of course returned to the Regent of Jaipoor,
in the same way as the Oodepoor Thakoors had done.

Our next march from Nuwulgurh was to a small town in the Seekur
district, called Bulara, having a good pukka fort about 60 yards long and 30
broad, with very high bastions and a pukkee renee or fausse-braye of masonry,
the ditch being deep but narrow. As this fort had an indifferent character, it
was occupied at the time of our arrival by a party of Native Infantry, and was
subsequently ordered to be destroyed.

After a wild march of thirteen miles, passing through much thorny jun-
gul, we reached the old Moosulman city of Futtehpoor, on the western frontier
of Shekhawutee, where we halted two days, and examined the fort and city :
the latter is surrounded by a low and weak wall of stone, but the citadel is
very respectable, with a roomy interior defended by lofty ramparts, a fausse-
braye, and ditch of masonry. Its area and palace were now empty and silent,
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but on my last visit to this place in 1832, with the late Lieutenant-Colonel
Lockett, a very different scene presented itself: the gateways being crowded with
troops, and the guns thundering a salute as our elephants crossed the palace
yard, for the Rao Raja, Luchmun Singh, of Seekur held his court here at the
time, and came outin state to receive his visitors: he had a long conference
with Colonel Lockett, during which time he was almost incessantly chewing
opium, balls of which drug mixed with sugar were occasionally handed to him
by an attendant. Since that time Luchmun Singh has been gathered to his
fathers, and his infant son and heir resides at Seekur with the Regent Ranee,
and the towers of Futtehpoor are almost tenantless.

About a hundred years have passed away since the Shekhawuts dispossessed
the Kaim-Khanees, by whose Nuwab these towers were raised, and the descend-
ant of that prince is still in exile, dependent for his subsistence upon the
Goojur Rajas of Rewaree. The amil or governor of Futtehpoor was in con-
finement during the time of our stay there, preparatory to being squeezed, (i. e.
having money extorted from him, or being obliged to disgorge a part of the
booty which he had, in a similar manner, obtained from others,) and probably he
would not be sorry to exchange his present master the Rao Raja, or rather the
Ranee of Seekur, his present mistress, for the old Kaim Khanee Nuwab. The
city has a poor and bankrupt appearance, there being little in the way of trade
or manufactures of any kind to compensate for the removal of the seat of go-
vernment : the wells are very deep (about 90 feet) and rather brackish ; the
soil is sandy, and for some miles on the south and south-east side of the city
there extends a thick jungul, which is said to have been originally planted by
the brother of the Nuwab who built the fort.

On our former visit to this place, which was in the month of May, 1832,
we were constantly supplied with ice by the Rao Raja from his own ice-pits,
and he continued to furnish us liberally with this article of luxury as long as
we remained in his country : large masses of the ice were wrapped in blankets
or felt, and conveyed from stage tostage on Suwaree camels. At the time of our
present visit we needed but little artificial cooling, for the winter was very
severe, and on the 2nd February, the thermometer stood at 343" in my tent at
daybreak, abundance of ice being formed; and a small tank at Ramgurh was
entirely frozen over, so that a pebble thrown on the ice would bound along its
surface.  The dryness of the atmosphere increased the effect of the cold, but
the weather was bracing and healthy, and very different from what we experi-
enced three months later, when the thermometer rose to 127° on the table in
my tent.

D

Imprisonment of
the Governor.

Coldness of the
season.,



Seizure of marau-
ders by Lieut. Fos-
ter.

March to Ram-
gurh.

Decline of Chooroo.

10

At Futtehpoor we had the pleasure of meeting Lieutenant Foster, of the
3rd Local Horse, who was in command of a large party of irregular cavalry,
stationed at Ramgurh for the protection of the western frontier of Shekha-
wutee. This active officer had lately had a sharp skirmish with a notorious
border free-booter, whom he succeeded in making prisoner with all his followers
in a manner similar to that which was employed towards the Red Reiver of
Westburuflat. The marauder had posted himself and his followers in a for-
tified house, in the village of Hodsir, close to the Beekaner frontier, and when
summoned to surrender, poured forth nothing but abuse and defiance. * He
had beater off cavalry many a time, and if the gentleman chose to come near
with his troopers, he would give them a warm reception.” The gentleman,
however, did come to close quarters in a manner that surprised the marauder,
though the Seekur horse had run away on the first brunt of the business : the
Puthan horse, however, (furnished by the Jhujur Nuwab,) stood firm, and a
sufficient number of dismounted troopers were lodged in the huts, or behind
the fences near the house, to keep up a sharp fire upon its inmates ; and a
mass of firewood was then piled to windward, close against the stronghold,
which soon forced the garrison to surrender.

The mission quitted Futtehpoor on the 6th of February, and remained
two or three days at Ramgurh, a frontier town of very flourishing appearance,
neatly fortified, and filled with the mansions of wealthy bankers, whose fleeces
have as yet suffered little from the generally unsparing shears of the Shekha-
wuts. The Seekur authorities seem to have found out, that levying heavy
fines upon the merchants of Ramgurh, would cause them speedily to vacate
that place, and thus kill the goose which laid the only golden eggs in their
country. These merchants have the title of Foujdar, a singular appellation,
as this title is particularly claimed by the Jat tribes about Bhurtpoor, the
very meanest of them taking it to himself, especially if he be of the Sinsinwar
or royal branch ; and I have heard a man call himself “ Foujdar” when work-
ing at a well as a common laborer with scarcely a rag on to cover his naked-
ness.

Ramgurh is seven kos, that is to say, twelve or thirteen miles north of
Futtehpoor, and about the same distance south of Chooroo, once a flourish-
ing city in the Beekaner territory, but its trade has been lost for years ; its
fortifications are broken down, its bazars are nearly deserted, and its merchants
have made themselves scarce, taking refuge at Ramgurh and elsewhere, in the
same way that the merchants of Merta took refuge at Kishengurh and Ajmer
when obliged to quit their homes, and the latter cities are now flourishing at
the expense of the former.
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We now quitted the Shekhawutee frontier and entered the Beekaner ter-
ritory, encamping at Rutungurh on the 9th of February, and halting there on
the following day. Our arrival here, however, was not simultaneous, for at
the time when Lieutenants Trevelyan and Foster marched from Futtehpoor
to Ramgurh, I accompanied them only for the purpose of surveying the inter-
mediate country, and having finished this business, returned to Futtehpoor,
carrying another line of survey to the westward of this place as far as Rutun-
gurh, which occupied two days, the distance being 12 kos or 22 miles; but
the main body of the mission marched south-westward from Ramgurh by way
of Jandwa to Rutungurh, a route that had already been surveyed. My first
halting place after leaving Futtehpoor was Beermusir, a small Beekaner village
with one bunya, and one well of 63 cubits, or about 100 feet deep : at the dis-
tance of two short miles south-west from ‘the village, is a rocky hill about 200
feet high, the summit of which is crowned by a diminutive stone fort now in
ruins, which affords a commanding view of the country. Copper is found in
small quantities in this hill, and mines were wrought in it a few years ago,
but the ore is too poor to afford a profitable return.

My next march was to Rutungurh, a comparatively new city, surrounded
by a low stone wall, with a diminutive citadel perched upon a sand hill in its
south-east angle ; the bazars are neatly laid out, and have a respectable ap-
pearance, though the city is small, and can barely number more than seven
hundred houses. Being the property of Government, or a Khalsa town, it was
deemed fitting by the Rutungurh authorities to stuff all our followers with
sweetmeats, and rations of various kinds were accordingly served out during
the two days of our stay at this place. The whole town had been in a bustle
a few weeks previous to our arrival by its being selected as the scene of con-
ference between Major Alves, and the Muharaja Rutun Singh, of Beekaner, who
quitted his capital at the invitation of the Governor General’s Agent, and met
the latter close to the Shekhawutee frontier, ha'ving travelled about 100 miles
for this purpose : he came by way of Naurungdesir, Sheroono, Lukhasir, Jai-
sulsir, Beegah, and Keetasir ; but instead of returning by the same road, which
is a tolerably direct one, he took a considerable sx;veep to the southward by way
of Charwas, where water is found much nearer to the surface of the earth, and
where provisions and forage are procurable in greater abundance. The Raja
had intended to remain some days at Beedasir on his way home, but was
obliged to return to Beekaner owing to severe indisposition.

We left Rutungurh on the 11th February, and marched in eight days to
Beekaner by easy stages of five, six and seven kos, (from eight to thirteen
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miles,) the whole distance being only 45 kos from Rutungurh, with no inter-
mediate place of sufficient interest to detain us ; so we marched to the capital
by way of Rajuldesur, Reeree, Badinoo, and Moondsir, without making a halt
at any of our resting places. The roads were far better than we anticipated,
and the face of the country was greatly improved in appearance after we reach-
ed Reeree : the sand hills were less numerous, the jungul was thinner, and the
ground was covered for miles with the dried stems of dajra or millet, indicating
an abundant autumn crop. Notwithstanding the flourishing appearance of the
country, there was “ an outward and visible sign” of our proximity to the
great desert which there was no mistaking ; namely, the exceeding depth of the
wells, which increased rapidly from little more than one hundred feet (at Fut-
tehpoor) to 240 and 270, and even to 290 feet as we moved westward : the deep-
est well we encountered in our road was 309 feet, but this was at Dihatra
beyond Beekaner.

Our Hindoo sipahees, whose religious prejudices would not allow them
to drink the water that was supplied for our use by leathern bags let down iuto
these wells, were, of course, obliged to make use of their own Jlofaks or brass
pots, to which such an enormous quantity of string required to be attached,
that each visit of a water pot, to the bottom of the well, became a matter of
real annoyance, and I overheard one of the impatient soldiers wishing no good
to the soul of the man who had built such a bottomless pit : on being reprov-
ed for his uncivil ejaculation, he admitted the impropriety of it, and allowed
that the digging a well in such a thirsty country, deserved a blessing rather
than a curse. In raising water from such very great depths the natives resort
to a contrivance called loolee, in which the large rope called /ao, (commonly
used for irrigation in Hindoosthan) has a cut splice in the middle, to which a
fresh pair of bullocks is attached by means of a toggle, when the first pair have
drawn the chursa or water-skin half-way up to the mouth of the well. Occa-
sionally where the wells were brackish we were supplied with drinking water
from koonds or pits in which the rain is caught and preserved, but in such
small quantities as only to be used on emergency.

The march even of such a detachment as ours, entailed considerable diffi-
culties upon the villagers, whose supply of water, even at this mild season of
the year, was barely adequate to the consumption of their own cattle, and it
was said that on one or two occasions their herds remained altogether without
water, that our camp might not suffer. The large cisterns which are always
built contiguous to the well’s mouth were filled over-night in readiness for our
arrival, and the quantity drawn off for use was renewed continually : forage
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and provisions were also procured in abundance by our very active and intelli-
gent attendant Hindoo Mul, the Beekaner Vakeel, who allowed us to want
nothing that could be obtained to make us comfortable. He mentioned to us
a striking instance of the sterility of his master’s country, by comparing the
proceeds of his own assignment of land, amounting to 17,000 beegaks, with
an exactly equal tract belonging to the Nuwab of Patoudee, a petty chief, near
Delhi; the latter estate brings in an annual revenue of 32,000 rupees, while
the produce of the other may be taken at 1,700 rupees, or about a twentieth
part of the Patoudee revenue.

There being no irrigated lands in this part of the Beekaner territory, the
wells are only dug for the supply of drinking water, and the %oonds or reser-
voirs above mentioned, are very inferior to those used in the Shekhawutee
country, being merely circular pits, rarely ten feet deep and hardly half that
diameter, plastered with coarse lime; whereas the Shekhawutee fankas are
well built eylinders of masonry of considerable depth, and many feet in diameter,
baving a vaulted roof which prevents evaporation, and secures the water from
being wasted or dirtied, there being a small trap-door in the crown of the flat
dome through which buckets can be let down when required : the earth is also
made to slope gently inwards for a considerable distance round these tankas,
and is terraced with lime that none of the water falling within this area may
be absorbed, but it finds its way into the reservoir through small openings made
in the masonry for its admission. The sinking of these large cylinders in a
sandy soil is sometimes attended with considerable danger, and on one occasion
several persons lost their lives while working in the interior of a gola at Khia-
lee, near Busaoo in Shekhawutee.

We arrived at Beekaner on the 18th February, and a large deputation of
respectable men, headed by the minister, came out to meet the Mission at a dis-
tance of two kos from the capital, and escorted the representative of British
authority with all due honor as far as the camp, which was pitched at a little
grove of ber trees, by a well of excellent water, called ururitser, about half a mile
south-east of the citadel, and three-quarters of a mile east of the city. Our ar-
rival was immediately reported to the Muharaja, and then came an inundation
of sweetmeats to show his hospitality to the new comers. The groceries of
Beekaner are celebrated, and not without reason either ; for the confections of
sugar prepared in various ways for us on this occasion, are the finest I ever
saw, though I have visited many native courts, and have a tolerably sweet
tooth, Some of these confectionaries were made up as papras in broad thin
cakes, but instead of the usual ingredients of ground pulse and ghee, they were
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composed of almond-paste, pistachio-nuts, saffron and such other articles tinted
with a variety of colors ; other eatables were made up in the shape of those
forced meat-balls called koffas, and resembled them so much in flavor that
we were almost incredulous, when assured, that they did not contain a particle
of meat, but were composed entirely of vegetable substances and spices : but it
would be a long task to enumerate the composition of the various dainties
with which they tempted our palates,—the mewa kee khichree might have
made a Hindoo Kitchener turn up the whites of his eyes, and the snowy bur-
Jees rivalled, or even excelled the gundora of Biana in the Bhurtpoor territory,
those little loaflets of pure white sugar which are celebrated even in the deen
Uliburee or Institutes of Akbar the Great.

Our sipahees, servants, and camp-followers were all feasted after their
degree, (like the clansmen at Glennaquoich, where the claret never circulated
“ below the salt,”) and so liberal were the distributors of good things that I
began to anticipate a surfeit among the people which might have brought sick-
ness into the camp, which would have placed us in an uncomfortable predica-
ment, as I was the only person at hand to play Esculapius, except a hospital
dresser, who accompanied us with a basket of medicine, and a very intelligent
Jutee who practised pharmacy not for filthy lucre, but simply “ pour Pamour
de Dien.” Mur. Elphinstone lost nearly forty men before he quitted Beekaner
on his way to Kabool, but we were more fortunate, and did not lose a single
individual during our whole tour of many hundreds of miles.

On the day after our arrival at Beekaner we went to pay a visit of cere-
mony to the Muharaja, and were well satisfied with the first view of his durbar,
which good impression was confirmed by subsequent revisits. e were not,
however, aware at the time that a serious difficulty stood in the way of our
appearance at court, which was only overcome by the address of Hindoo Mul,
who is superior to the bigotted prejudices of Hindooism, by which the Raja is
held in regular thraldom. The Raja!intimated to his quick-witted vakeel
that in his present state of sickness, being unable to bathe, he could not see the
European gentlemen, because the defilement caused by contact or association
with them, could only be removed by ablution; and this was quite out of the
question just now : but Hindoo Mul immediately answered that having just
quitted the gentlemen, with whom he had walked and talked and shaken bands,
he must of course be as unclean as they were, consequently the Muharaja had
better go and bathe after the present sulam was over. The Raja, who is really
a good-natured prince, at once saw the dilemma into which he was likely to
fall, and settled the affair by consenting to see us.
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The ceremonial of meeting was arranged ina very satisfactory manner, sigeremonial of vi-
being conducted almost on the same scale as if the Governor General’s Agent
were himself present. Lieutenant Trevelyan was received beyond the ont-
works of the citadel, by Raja Luchmun Singh, brother of the Muharaja Rutun
Singh, with a large concourse of mace-bearers and men at arms; he was
mounted on a noble white charger, exceedingly fat and very frisky, being
bred in the Muharaja’s own stud, either in the palace yard or in the Jokur
Jungul which is close at haud, and is particularly celebrated for its breed of
camels as well as for its horses. After a courteous greeting the prince turned
back to lead us into the fort, and the enirée was announced by a thundering
salute of thirteen guns, which was repeated on our quitting that place: our
own followers made a very respectable figure in the procession, there being a
couple of shootur-suwars with the half dozen chuprasees, and some thirty or
forty sipahees in advance, while the dozen and a half of Blair’s horse brought
up the rear, and this was the order in which we were generally marshalled
during our subsequent visits to the potentates of Rajwara. Onward we
swept amid the thundering of cannon, the rattling of drums, and the shouting
of the attendants, all the cavaliers dismounting, according to etiquette, at the
outer gate, except the Raja Luchmun Singh and the two European gentlemen,
who rode to the foot of the palace steps, where our guard of honor was drawn
up aud presented arms. After dismounting from our horses and entering the
precincts of the palace, we were met at the beginning of the inner court by
the heir of Beekaner, Kuwur Sirdar Singh ; and finally the Muharaja Rutun
Singh himself, though suffering much from bodily ailment, hirpled to the door
of his hall of audience by the aid of a crutch-headed stick, and gave the
Sahib-log a most courteous reception.

Very few persous were permitted to be present on this occasion, and we Description of the
had the better opportunity of scanning the personal appearance of the royal Raja and family.
family of Beeka Rathors. The Mubharaja is of rather small figure and very
thin, with his hair grizzied by premature old age, brought on by irregular
living ; yet is he a most rigid performer of the ceremonies of his religion, and
is perpetually in the private chapel of his palace, praying many times a day :
his age appears to be about 35 years or perhaps a little more. His brother
Luchmun Singh is a handsome and very good-natured man, about thirty years
of age, rather inclined to corpulency, and of very engaging manners; and his
nephew Sirdar Singh, the heir apparent, is as like his father as a slight young
man of 17 or 18 can well be. The whole family, when we became better
acquainted with them, appeared to live in unusual harmony together, and it
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was gratifying to observe the respectful and kindly deference, unmixed with
any thing like servility, which was shown towards the Raja by both his kins-
men. Our first meeting passed off very pleasantly, and after sitting about half
an hour in the presence, we were dismissed without any of the cumbrous display
of shawls and other finery, formerly paraded in kishiees or trays to be looked
at but not accepted, (a piece of pseudo-hospitality now happily exploded,) instead
of which, we were sent on our way rejoicing in a “ simple suffumigation,” as
Dousterswivel would call it, of ufur and pan.

On the 21st of February, the visit was returned in Lieutenant Trevel-
yan’s tent by the two princes, Sirdar Singh and Luchmun Singh, the state
of the Muharaja’s health being a very sufficient excuse for his non-appearance.
The ceremonies were conducted pretty much in the same way as on the former
occasion, except that the four chief persons were seated on chairs instead of on
the ground, and a silver throne with a brigade of guns were sent from the fort
for the special accommodation of the Heir Apparent, seeing that such articles
were scarce commodities in the Firinghee’s camp: by dint of borrowing,
however, and ransacking our small store of silver articles, we contrived to make
a very tolerable display in the ufur and pan department. I rodeout half-way
to the palace with all the suwars by way of istikbal or peshwaee (i. e. intro-
ductory deputation), and accompanied the princes to within a few paces of the
tent, where the guard of honor was drawn up to form a street before the door ;
and here, after dismounting from their palkees, they were ushered into the
tent by Lieutenant Trevelyan, the political functionary, in person.

This visit passed off very pleasantly like the preceding oune, and gave us
more insight into the manners and characters of these simple-hearted Rathors,
whose court seems to be the very model of peace and quietness, in spite of the
nqise made by their drums and guns. Numerous subsequent visits to the
palace have confirmed this first impression as already mentioned, and the case
has been the same with respect to the common people during our frequent
strolls through the city: the crowds who used to surround the tents to look
at the foreigners, were remarkably quiet in their demeanour, and gazed in
silent wonder at the necromancer-like operations of taking meridian altitudes
of the sun ; in a similar manner they crowded round us in the city, “ opening
the eyes of curiosity and the mouth of astonishment.,” but still they were
silent and respectful in their demeanour, though clustering like bees near the
theodolite, that was occasionally set up upon their ramparts.

An English mob would probably have acted very differently under similar
circumstances, and should a foreign adventurer an attempt to take an angle or an
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altitude in the streets even of a country town, he would perhaps have his com-
pass jostled, or a brick bat flung at his false-horizon : here the case is very
different, and the spectators, after waiting patiently until the spectacle is over,
think themselves highly honored if two or three of their number are permitted
to peep through an inverting telescope, and see a camel or other animals walk-
ing with its feet upwards. There are some among the natives who can appre-
ciate the value of European science, and I was happy to have found an oppor-
tunity at Beekaner of exhibiting to the intelligent vakeel so often named, an
example of the exceeding perfection of our astronomical tables. A large
refracting telescope and a chronometer were arranged one evening previous to
the expected emersion of one of Jupiter's satellites, in order to ascertain the
longitude of the place. Hindoo Mul happened to be present at the time the
eclipse drew near, and seeing him interested in the phenomenon, I explain-
ed to him the nature of the planet and its moons; he looked through the
telescope and saw three of the satellites distinctly, the fourth being still in
shadow ; and when the time of the emersion came, as foretold by the nautical
ephemeris, and he saw that the time indicated by the chronometer agreed
exactly with the actual appearance of the brié‘ht little moon, he was aware of
the perfection of that science which enabled a far-distant people to predict
years before-hand, the exact time of so singular a phenomenon, even in the very
heart of Beekaner.

During the many days that we halted at this place I was enabled to make
a tolerably accurate plan of the fortifications, both of the town and citadel.
The city is of considerable extent, and tolerably flourishing in appearance,
containing about tén thousand houses, the better sort of which are entirely
faced with richly-carved red stone, quarried at Kharee, twenty kos N.N. E. from
this place ; and the poorer kind of houses are carefully painted with a sort of
red-ochre, which is found on the spot in abundance, and gives the town an
appearance of great neatness and uniformity, the walls being all red and the
doors and windows white. In former times, building-stone was imported at
a great expense from Jesulmer, the yellow limestone of which country may
still be noticed in the curious old Jain temples of Beekaner, but since the
discovery of the red sandstone quarries at Kharee, the use of the more expensive
and perhaps less durable material has been discontinued. The whole city is
divided into numerous wards, which, like those of the cities mentioned in the
Arabian Nights, are all inhabited by persons of one profession or trade,—the
merchants living in one quarter, the iron-smiths in another quarter, and so on.

A similar arrangement appears to have been adopted at Agra, during the
F
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times of the emperors; the different parts of that town being named even to the
present day, * Loha kee mundee,” * Rooee kee mundee,” “ Hing kee mundee,”
&c.; though in none of them, except the first, do we find those articles sold
from which they derived their names.

There are at Beekaner eighteen wells 240 feet deep, several of which are
quite new and beautifully faced with stone, having occasionally doors at their
mouth in order to preserve the water and to prevent accidents by people fall-
ing down them: these are all within the shukur-punnal or town-wall, which
is three and a half miles in circuit, built wholly of stone, with five gates and
three sally-ports. There is a ditch on three sides only, the southern face of
the city being intersected by deep ravines which have broken up the whole
esplanade in that quarter. The ramparts are about six feet thick; and from
fifteen to thirty feet high, including a parapet six feet high and two feet thick,
the breadth of the terreplein varying from two to four feet: they were built by
Guj Singh, grandfather of the present Raja. The ditch is not faced with
masonry, though its sides are almost perpendicular : its distance from the town
wall varies from twenty to thirty yards, and in its most perfect parts it may
be twenty feet wide and fifteen feet deep, but in some places it fails altogether.
The soil in the immediate neighborhood is an exceedingly hard Zunkur
strewed with flinty pebbles, rounded by the action of water, so that there is
little or no cultivation under the walls.

The citadel (or kot as it is called), which contains the palace, is quite
detached from the city, lying half a mile to the north-east of it, and is well
fortified : it has lofty stone ramparts with a puklka renee or fausse braye and
ditch, being about three quarters of a mile in circuit, with two gates; one
of which is at the south-west angle leading to the stable-court, and the other
one is in the eastern face giving access to the palace yard. This latter gate
also leads into the stable-court by a road running along the eastern face be-
tween the ramparts and the renee, this being apparently the only means of
communicating between the two courts, which were evidently built at differ-
ent times. The original square which contains the palace, measures about
two hundred and seventy yards each way, being perfectly fortified all round ;
but at some subsequent period an addition of a hundred and fifty yards has
been made to its south side, forming the stable-court, so that the entire dimen-
sions of the kof may now be taken in round numbers at 400 by 300 yards.
The original citadel of Beekaner is said to have been situated in the inside of
the town, though I do not vremember having noticed any traces of it; and the
foundation of the present 4ot is ascribed to the Raja Rae Singh, who lived about
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two hundred and fifty years ago. Its walls are of very ancient fashion, being
defended by a most inconveniently large number of bastions, the ramparts of
which are about forty feet high, and are of good masonry, as well as the renee
which runs all round the citadel in a direct line parallel to the curtains, with-
out following the convexities of the bastions. The counterscarp of the ditch
is not faced with masonry all round, and its section is rather weak, being very
narrow at bottom, though thirty feet wide at top, and twenty or twenty-five
feet deep. Outside the citadel by its north-east angle is a tank now dry, faced
with masonry, 200 yards long and 140 yards broad, called * Soorut Sagur,”
from the late Raja Soorut Singh; and on the north side of the /of is a deep
earthen tank containing a little water, which has obtained and fully deserves
the emphatic name ginda-nee, or stinking.

The private apartments in the palace are so exquisitely ornamented that
they really deserve a minute description, particularly the sheesh-muhul of the
Raja Guj Singh, the throne room of the late Raja Soorut Singh,and the sleep-
ing apartments of the present Raja Rutun Singh. The guj-mulul contains
two large chambers with some small closets, forming a compact suit of rooms,
the ante-chamber being sheeted with mirrors, tastily separated into different
compartments by gilt frames of Arabesque devices in bas-relief, which look
rich without being at all tawdry : the lower pannels are wrought in imita-
tion of precious mosaic, with a specimen of real work in precious stones, which
was probably discontinued from the immense expense it would have occasioned,
like the unfinished window in the palace of Aladdin upon which all the jewels
of the royal treasury were in vain exhausted. The device for representing
mosaic is very ingenious, the whole surface of the wall being encrusted with
stucco made of marble-lime, worked into beautifully variegated forms, in the in-
terstices of which small mirrors and colored foils are so disposed as to give
the exact effect of precious stones inlaid in white marble. The inner chamber
is almost entirely covered with this kind of work, which appears very fresh,
though executed sixty or seventy years ago. Rich glass lustres and other
handsome embellishments give these apartments a truly regal appearance, and
this fine effect is not marred by the introduction of trumpery English pictures,
or other such incongruous ornaments, which are often introduced into the show-
rooms of Native Princes.

The throne-room of Muharaja SoorutSingh was only completed about the
time of that prince’s death, and consequently has been little used : its walls
are richly ornamented with flowery bas-reliefs of gold traced upon a red ground,
the general effect of which is very pleasing, though not so splendid as the
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apartments already described. In the sleeping chamber of the present Muha-
raja I was particularly struck with the bold figures in alto-relievo, representing
the various avafars or incarnations of Veeshnoo, with the snowy peaks of
Bhudree-nath, &ec. richly painted and gilt. A long panoramic hunting-piece
surrounded the upper part of another room, representing the royal skikaree-
suwaree, or hunting train of elephants and other animals also very richly
painted ; and in another place the white beadings that ran round a small
alcove, were entirely composed of doves wrought in bas-relief, which had a very
neat effect : some of the pannels were laboriously painted in imitation of the
tomb of Shah Juhan in the T4j at Agra, and the result was very successful, for
the colors stand well, as they are not exposed to the weather.

The Raja’s painter now at Beekaner is a clever artist, who executes
miniatures in the style of those exhibited at Delhi, where the very jewels that
adorn the person, and the embroidered figures that give variety to the brocade,
have their fac-similes taken off by the patient fingers and acute eye of the
limner. A camera-lucida was shown to the Beekaner artist, who immediately
comprehended the use of it, and it was begged as a present for one of the
princes who, I believe, intended to try the painter’s skill in taking full front
likenesses. Some of the profiles which they exhibited to us as his production
were very clever pictures, but they lamented his inability to execute portraits
“with two eyes;” a feat which he may soon be able to accomplish by the aid
of the camera-lucida. While sitting quietly with the princes one day in the
narrow enclosed gallery, south of the guj-mmuhul, which seemed their favorite
chatting-place, they produced a portfolio of family pictures, and among others
a pretty picture of one of the Ranees or princesses was turned up by the
painter, and immediately caught the eye of the Heir-Apparent, who said,
though very gently, “ You should not have shown that,” and then allowed
us to examine it without any farther remark. From the circumnstance of its
being a young female richly dressed and jewelled, seated in a silver chair,
wearing slippers, and armed with a golden-sheathed dagger, I conclude that
it either represented the queen his mother in her younger days, or perhaps his
own Ranee.

Among the memorabilia of Beekaner ought to be mentioned the place
called Devee-koond, two and half kos or four miles east of the city, where the
deceased Rajas of Beekaner are burned and their monuments built, as the
Raja’s of Bhurtpoor were wont to do at Govurdhun. Some of the mausoleums
or cenotaphs are domed buildings (i. e. chutrees), constructed entirely of the
white marble of Mukrana in Marwar, and the rest are of red sandstone ele-
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gantly chiseled, though partaking a little of the ponderous style of architec-
ture generally observed in the quadrangular Jain temples called chourasee.
Many of the monuments have a slab of white marble standing upright beneath
the central dome, with the effigies of the deceased prince, his wives, and such
female slaves as performed sutee and were burned alive with his corpse.
Some of these tables are crowded with figures ; but it is worthy of notice, that
the numbers of infatuated and self-devoted women, who braved the fire for
their departed master’s name’s sake are becoming fewer and fewer in every
succeeding generation. One of the worthies, whose ashes repose at Devee-
koond, was accompanied to the pyre by eighty-four sufees; another had
eighteen; others less and less, until at last the late Muharaja Soorut Singh
was gathered to his fathers without a single sufce sharing the funeral pile.
The last sacrifice of this kind that occurred in the Beeka family, took place
nine years ago, when the late Raja’s second son, Kuwur Motee Singh, an
exceedingly fine young man, was burned in the Hindoo year 1882 with his
widow Deep-jee, a princess of the house of Oodepoor, who was in the prime
of eastern womanhood, being reported about sixteen or seventeen years of age
at the time of this cruel sacrifice.

A small monument at the north end of this cemetery marks the depar-
ture from this world of that young Beeka princess, who is believed to have
been cut off in early age as a victim to international policy. She had been
betrothed to the late Raja Jai Singh of Jaipoor when they were both infants,
and probably before it became a matter of commmon report that the child of
whom the Jaipoor Ranee had been delivered, did not long survive its birth,
and that the child of a Brahinun had been substituted in its room: it has
even been reported that this second child died, and was replaced by the offspring
of a bunya : but admitting the latter statement to be incorrect, there appeared
ample grounds for believing that the infant Raja called Jai Singh, the nominal
head of the Kuchwaha Rajpoots, was a supposititious child, and not even of
Rajpoot blood at all; so the pride of the Beeka family, who are of pure
Rathor blood, became alarmed, and it is said that they removed by poison the
scion of their house whom they had betrothed to the heir of Jaipoor.

The gradual and spontaneous abandonment of the barbarous rite of sufee,
formerly so strictly enforced, speaks well for the increased civilization of at
least the Beekaner branch of Rajpoots: and this beneficial change appears to
be taking place in other neighboring states. When the late Shekhawutee
Raja, Bukhlawur Singh, of Khetree, died a few years ago, he left three widows,
only one of whom was burned with him, and she was childless, which was
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perhaps the reason of her self-devotion ; and still more recently when the Rao
Raja Luchmun Singh of Seekur, and the Muharaja Jai Singh of Jaipoor, died,
I do not remember to have heard that any of their widows, concubines or slaves
were burned with them. It may also be observed, with respect tot he prevail-
ing practice of making away with new-born female infants among the Rajpoot
tribes, Lieutenant Trevelyan’s appeal to the present head of the Beekaner
family regarding the suppression of infanticide, was promptly and most satis-
factorily answered by an assurance that the deceased Muharaja, Soorut Singh,
had already decreed the abolition of this unnatural system, and that the Raja
Soorut Singh would himself discountenance the same.

Indeed the Raja seems inclined to discountenance abuses of all kinds, and
instead of taking advantage of accidents that might be seized upon by other
native rulers as occasions for exerting the royal prerogative in a manner in-
Jjurious to the subjects of the state, though very beneficial for a time to the privy
purse, he endeavors to do justice, and at the same time to please all parties,
as was strikingly exemplified in his conduct soon after we left Beekaner. One
of the wealthiest merchants in the country gave a magnificent feast to cele-
brate a wedding in his family, and of the many hundreds and even thousands
who were invited to the entertainment, it was of course impossible that all
could at once find room within the mansion where the feast was served. In
spite of all the care taken to preserve order, the crush was so great that seve-
ral persons lost their lives by being thrown down and trodden or squeezed to
death in the throng, which was duly reported to the Muharaja; but instead of
inflicting a fine on the merchant for this involuntary homicide, he relieved
the mukajun’s uncomfortable feelings, by going to dine at his house after a
second marriage-feast had been given of a similar wmagnitude with the first
one, so as to do away with the evil omen arising from the unfortunate event
which had occurred on this occasion.

Some of these merchants seem to live in very comfortable style, and on the
occasion of our visiting the house of the Vakeel Hindoo Mul, who is himself
an Aswal, of the mercantile tribe, we were entertained in a handsome manner
with a dance aud large trays of expensive foreign fruits. The exhibition
took place in a tent which was pitched opposite to the house, and was lighted
up with wax candles and flambeaux ; but when the dancing commenced, the
father of Hindoo Mul (a respectable old man, who holds the situation of Mehta
or high steward to the Muharaja) requested leave to retire into the house, as
it was not considered decorous for a father to be seated among the spectators
of such_an exhibition in the presence of his son, though there is nothing at
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all immodest in these nackes. 'There were four or five silver maces in waiting,
showing that some distinguished persons were present ; Thakoor Ujeet Singh,
the Minister ; Manik Chund Seth; and Purohit Sirdar Mul, the Jesulmer
Vakeel, being . the chief people invited to meet us on this occasion. We did
not wait for the conclusion of the dance, but after remaining a sufficient time,
received the parting compliments of wfur, pan, spices, &c. and returned to
camp by 8 p. M.

The head dresses worn by the people attached to the court on these and all
other occasions of ceremony, struck us as being singularly inelegant, being a
large pugree of yellow cloth, so fashioned as to have two peaks sticking up on
the top of the head, in addition to the folds which .pass round the brows and
back of the head as in all common turbans. The Beekaner turban, in short,
or kirkeedar pugree as it is properly called, bears so strong a resemblance to
a camel’s pack-saddle, that the Jesulmer people who do not wear this kind of
head dress, call it in derision pulkau or * the pack-saddle.” The jama too, or
long gown, which is always worn on state occasions, has an equally singular
appearance, being a robe of white cloth fitting as tight to the chest and arms,
as an European waistcoat with sleeves, and ending in a prodigious skirt like
a female petticoat, in which very many yards of fine linen are gathered into
full plaits, and resemble the nether garments of a dancing-woman much more
than the robes of a king and of his courtiers in full dress.

The dress of the middling classes appeared to be much the same as in all
other large cities of Upper India; but there were two kinds of ornaments that
seemed to be universally worn by all who could afford to purchase them.
The first was a medallion of gold, bearing a figure in bas-relief representing
Seetula, the goddess of small-pox; and those who were too poor to buy
gold ornaments, wore an effigy of the same personage wrought in silver: the
second article was a thin flat plate of gold, worked into rather an elegant
figure like an escutcheon, the field of which is covered with red or green
enamel, with letters of gold bearing the name of “ Sree Ram-jee,” or
* Luchmeenath,” or any of their favorite saints ; both of these ornaments were
hung round the throat by a necklace of silk, and were sometimes accompanied
by strings of coral and other beads. A Bengalee Baboo, with his snowy linen
would be shocked at the impurities allowed to accumulate o the garments of
some of his Hindoo brethren at Beekaner ; for though enough drinking water
may be found to supply the wants of the whole capital, yet few persons enjoy
the luxury of clean linen as often as might be desirable, owing to the scarcity
of water for washing their clothes. It is said that the poorer classes are in the
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hot weather obliged to do without a change of raiment for many weeks, and
that even the more respectable orders wear the same clothes unwashed for
several days. The poor villagers do not seem to be troubled with much linen
of any kind, cotton being a very dear article, but scarcely a man is visible in
the cold weather who has not a good woollen blanket to keep him from the
cold.

“ Dirty clothes,” however, are not the only * nasty habits” possessed by
some of the good people of Beekaner ; for instead of resorting to the outside of
the town on certain occasions, as usual in other large cities, they seem to have
made the top of the ramparts a favorite place of resort ; and some of the
bastions are in so disgusting a state, that after carefully picking my way
through the filth (perhaps upon stepping-stones), I have hardly found room
enough to set up the theodolite upon reaching the necessary point from which
the angles were to be observed. The Shekhawuts present a striking and pleas-
ing contrast to this picture, for in the most paltry of their forts and gurhees,
ample provision is always made for removing such nuisances from the public
eye: screen walls of masonry are built within the faussee brayes, and in the
inner courts for the use of those who inhabit the ground floor; aud for the
inmates of the upper stories, and those who dwell upon the ramparts, similar
accommodation is provided by fashioning the parapet wall into something like
a machicooly, and screening its rear with a purdaf of masonry. The Sindians,
on the other hand, are said to out-herod their neighbors of Beekaner in this
particular, suffering such filth to accumulate on the very roofs of their houses
until the stench becomes almost unbearable, particularly after a fall of rain : it
must be confessed, though, that this character of them is merely given from
hearsay, and that I did not myself notice it when afterwards passing through
a great part of Sind.

Among other things well worth seeing at Beekaner, I have omitted to
mention the temples, which are the first things, however, that would catch the
eye of a traveller, as they stand on rather elevated ground, and are very con-
spicuous : indeed, the whole of Beekaner being built on a plain, and the site of
the citadel being no higher than that of the town, there is little to be seen in
the way of bold outline, as at almost all the other capital cities of Rajwara.
Some of the temples above mentioned are well worthy of notice : many of them
are of the Jain religion, (of which persuasion there are some thousand fami-
lies at Beekaner, particularly the dswal tribe of bunyas,) and among these is
a most conspicuous pagoda, called Bhanda-sir-jee-ka Mundur, on the south
side of the town, the lofty spire of which is visible for many miles. Close to
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it is the temple of Nemnath, which is also a Jain place of worship, and a
pagoda of the ordinary Hindoo religion, here called Seo-marug, in contradis-
tinction to the Jain-marug ; the latter temple is dedicated to Luchmee Narain,
and the Muharaja repairs to it twice in each month for the performance of his
devotions. Of the numerous temples in other parts of the city, which bear
the names of Mudun Mohun, Chintamun, Rikub Deo, &c. we only visited the
latter one, a handsome white structure about the middle of the town, contain-
ing a large statue of white marble well executed and about six feet high,
though the Jain deity is represented as usual in a sitting posture.

On the 27th of February, during our stay at Beekaner, a fragment of an
aérolite about three inches long, two inches broad, and one and a half inches
thick, was received in camp, being forwarded to Lieutenant Trevelyan by the
Company’s Ukbar-nuvees (news-writer) at Jesulmer : the mass from which this
fragment was detached had fallen fifteen or sixteen days previously, within three

kos of that city, in the jungul on its N. E. side, and was carried to the Rawul,

who considered it unlucky and would not keep it. The specimen received at

Beekaner was ponderous but friable, of a gray color and gritty structure;
containing dark metallic particles, and the outside was smooth and blackened
as if by the action of fire: its fall was accompanied by a loud hissing kind of
noise.

We paid our parting visit to the Muharaja Rutun Singh on the 1st
of March, and he was on this occasion sufficiently well to hold his durbar in
the public court, instead of in the private chamber of audience where we had
been previously received: at the same time he received Purohit Sirdar Mul,
already mentioned as the vakeel at Ajmer on the part of the Muharawul Guj
Singh of Jesulmer ; this public reception of the representative of his neighbour
being intended by the Beekaner Chief as a first step towards a reconciliation
with the Muharawul, with whom he has lately been on bad terms ; the second
step will be a meeting between these two potentates on their respective frontier,
of which more will be said hereafter. One part of the ceremonial of introduc-
tion struck me as being very singular,—namely, that after presenting a handful
of roopees as the established nuzur or offering to the Raja, and smaller sums
to the other members of his family, he bestowed an additional roopee on each
individual as kkairat or alms, first waving it thrice round the head of the
person to whom it was to be presented ; this might perhaps be done to main-
tain the priestly dignity of the Vakeel, who was a Brahmun; but I have seen

something of the same kind in Bengal, where a dunya after weighing or
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measuring out the quantity of rice or pulse purchased by a customer, adds to
the quantity so paid for a trifling extra amount, perhaps by way of charity.
When the public audience was concluded we retired to the private hall, and
took a friendly leave of the Raja, his son, and brother, by all of whom we had
been very civilly treated during our stay at their capital; and after quitting
the palace we visited the stables and menagerie, where numerous animals are
kept in very neat order; and as the stable court is immediately below the
windows of the palace, the persons who have charge of the stud must know
that they are always under the eye of its inmates. Besides the elephants and
horses kept in these courts, we saw two tigers, two black monkies, an elk,
some hog-deer, common monkies, and a few neel-gae, two of which had been
broken in to draw a carriage ; they were males, tolerably matched in size and
color, and appeared to be very quiet. Such a pair of singular animals if seen
in harness about town would create a great sensation, though by no means so
beautiful as the zebras which were kept for the princesses of England.

On the 2nd of March we turned our backs on the hospitable walls of
Beekaner, and encamped at the large village called Nal within sight of, and
only seven or eight miles distant from the capital. Our next march was to
Gujner, a considerable village, with two very large tauks ; one to the north-
ward which never dries, and another, not so deep, lying to the south-westward
of the village: the latter has on its bank a handsome hunting house, built by
the Raja Guj Singh, with a garden and six wells only twenty feet deep, but the
water, though said to arise from springs, seems only to be supplied by infiltra-
tion from the tank. As Gujner is situated in a woody hollow, it is, however,
possible that these wells may furnish an unfailing supply of water even after
the tanks shall have been exhausted. At the time of Mr. Elphinstone’s
passing through the country, an army from Jodhpoor was encamped at this
place, and remained here for several weeks, perpetrating considerable outrages ;
and the mischief which they did by wantonly breaking down the stone pillars
of the hunting house, and such like acts, have never been forgotten or forgiven
by the Rajas of Beekaner. So strong is this feeling, even to the present day,
that the Raja Rutun Singh in travelling toward his western frontier to meet
the Rawul of Jesulmer, would neither encamp at, nor even pass through
Gujner, but made a detour to avoid this place of evil associations, though it
would have been a convenient halting place for him.

We next marched from Gujner to Koilath, a small but celebrated village,
the very extensive sheet of water by which it stands being the scene of a great



27

mela or religious fair, which is held here annually, on the full moon of the
month Kartik or October. There are numerous small temples on its southern
bank, and in passing this place, our friend Rutun Singh, by way of securing to
himself the full benefit of its holy waters, dipped himself into them one
hundred times, not by guess but by full tale, stopping his nostrils with his fingers
after the approved fashion of Hindoo bathers. The most lofty of the mundurs
is dedicated to Dhoonee Nath, but it is a very common-place looking building ;
the whole village contains only thirty houses, and there is not a single bunya’s
shop, but we were abundantly supplied with provisions from the neighboring

villages.

the information that Shah Shooja, the ex-king of Kabool, was within two miles
of our camp at a village called Mudh. This unlucky potentate had met with
a severe check at Kundahar in attempting to reconquer his kingdom, and his
army being utterly routed by Dost Mohumud Khan, who came down in
person with some 17,000 men to raise the siege of Kundahar, the fallen
monarch was obliged to fly, abandoning all his guns and baggage, for “sauve
qui peut” was the order of the day. After wandering about as a fugitive for
some months, Shooja-ool-moolk took refuge with the Umeers of Sind, and
remained fourteen days at Haidurabad, where he was very kindly treated ; and
on quitting that place was dismissed with presents suited rather to his former
than to his present condition. From Haidurabad the ex-king made his way
with about two hundred followers to Jesulmer, where he was also civilly
treated ; and he was on his way from this place vid Beekaner to Loodhiana
when we fell in with him.

On hearing that we were in the neighborhood, his %2axce came over to
our camp at Koilath, and intimated that the Shah would be much gratified if
the British gentlemen would pay him a visit ; and that he would be very
happy to receive Lieutenant Trevelyan for his brother’s sake, as well as his
own; for the kazee, who was a most respectable man, had lived for some days
at Simla on Mr. C. E. Trevelyan’s estate, while deputed from Shah Shooja to
make some communication to the Governor General, who was then in the hills,
and he had probably made to his master a favorable and very just report of
the benevolent dispositions of these gentlemen. Little pressing was required
to bring about the desired meeting, and matters were accordingly arranged so
as not to hurt the feelings of the quondam monarch, to whom the officers of
Mr. Elphinstone’s mission were introduced under such very different circum.
stances at Peshawur; though even in those days the king of Kabool and his

On alighting at our tents at Koilath we were agreeably surprised with s
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successful antagonist Mahmood Shah, were like “the lion and the unicorn
fighting for the crown.”

We arrived about dusk at Shah Shooja’s bivouac, for it could hardly be
called an encampment, as there was not a single tent to be seen, unless a small
bit of dirty cloth stretched on sticks deserved the name: with much good
taste the king’s people had rigged out a hall of audience al fresco by the edge
of a tank, the high bank of which effectually cut off the gaze of curious and
intrusive eyes, and enabled the Shah to receive us more at his ease than if no
such place of concealment had been at hand. A charpaee or common bedstead
covered with shawls and pillows served as a throne: a green tree did duty as
a canopy : two carpets were spread in front of the charpaee to mark the limited
space assigned exclusively to royalty ; and in front of this space, on either
hand, stood a few of the personal attendants in large blue turbans, while three
or four eunuchs posted themselves in rear of their master. After making
these arrangements, with the bank at his back, the tank in front, and the lofty
vault of Heaven above his head, the Shah sat with all due decorum waiting
the arrival of his visitors.

On our appeafance at the appointed place of meeting, which we reached
by scrambling on foot over the bank already mentioned, we were ushered to
within a few feet of the bedstead, alias throne, on which Shah Shooja remained
sitting while we stood in front of him booted and armed and with our heads
covered, but he did not rise to receive us as usual among the rulers of Hindoo-
sthan. He expressed himself highly gratified with the trouble we had taken
to come and visit him in his misfortunes, and so far from concealing the extent
of his reverses, he detailed to us with great fluency, and in easy familiar
Persian, a sketch of his adventures during the last two or three years up to
the present time. He told us of his difficulty in raising money from Runjeet
Singh by the sale of such jewels and valuables as remained in his possession
before he quitted Loodhiana, and which after all only realized ninety thou-
sand roopees : his departure from the British frontier with a small army and
four guns, after having, for the better part of twenty years, found a safe asylum
there under the protection of the Honorable Company, who still continue to
give his family a liberal maintenance : his almost unexpected success at
Shikarpoor, where he defeated his adversaries and realized a subsidy of four
lakhs of roopees: his beleaguering the city of Kundahar with a considerable
force and sixteen pieces of ordnance: his first successful resistance against
Dost Mohumud Khan, and his subsequent overthrow by that powerful chief:
—these subjects were all touched upon in succession, as well as the privations
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which he had suffered, and the fatigue he had endured while flying from place
to place before the face of his enemy. After all this undisguised narrative
of his condition, he concluded by saying that kings were bound to seek advice
in all quarters, and he therefore wished to know what line of conduct we
would recommend under his present circumstances,—a question easier asked
than answered, unless he could be persuaded that it was a quixotic undertaking
to subdue a distant kingdom with four guns, a mere handful of men, and an
almost empty treasury.

After enough of Persian had been spoken to satisfy the court etiquette,
Shah Shooja desired his attendants to fall back, and when they were removed
from within earshot he re-opened the conversation in Hindoosthanee, which
he speaks with fluency from having resided so long at Loodhiana. He
reiterated the expressions of pleasure derived from our visit, and dismissed us
courteously, receiving from Lieutenant Trevelyan, with many thanks, a few
trays of dried fruits sent to his camp after our quitting it,—a piece of civility
which was the more acceptable as it was quite unexpected ; and his hungry
followers looked as if they would be glad to see a few apricots and pistachio-
nuts again.

The Shah’s dress was very simple, a huge lubada or wrapper that had
once been embroidered with gold, concealing the whole of his nether garments ;
a large blue shawl covered his head as a turban, and he had gloves upon his
hands, so that there was no occasion for wearing jewels or rings, the very
existence of which was rather apocryphal. His countenance was bronzed by
long exposure to the weather, and he was somewhat pulled down by fatigue
and sickness ; but his features still retained a dignified appearance, to which
a noble black and flowing beard contributed not a little. We were highly
gratified by having thus accidentally, and at such a singular time and place,
had an interview with a personage who has formed no mean figure in Oriental
history since the beginning of the present century ; both himself and his two
(or even three) brothers having by turns ascended and again been driven from
the throne of Kabool during this period. Shah Zumun was deprived of his
eyesight, and still drags out a blind existence at Loodhiana; and the younger
brother, Shah Aioob, is said to be a mere creature in the hands of Runjeet
Singh. Shooja-ool-moolk seems to have far more energy than his brothers,
and, in spite of his reverses, seems determined to “ bide his time,” and wait for
some more auspicious opportunity of recovering the throne of his fathers.

On the 5th of March, the day after our meeting with the wandering
king, we continued our march to the westward and encamped at Dihatra, our
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last halting place in the Beekaner country ; it is a considerable village, and
was remarkable for having a few small patches of wheat, being the only green
corn that we saw during the whole of our journey through this country:
even these few small fields were not irrigated—the husbandmen trusting
entirely to the rain for bringing forward their crop, and with very sufficient
reason too, for their dependance upon any other supply would be like leaning
on a broken reed. There are, however, two tanks and two wells at this place;
though one of the latter, which was close to our camp, was found to be 309
feet, or 192 cubits deep.

On the following day we entered the Jesulmer territory, encamping at an
indifferent village called Nokra, at which place there is no well ; but we obtain-
ed a sufficient supply of tank water, though some of it was said to be execra-
bly bitter. Some red porphyritic-looking stone makes its appearance here
and there on the road between Dihatra and Nokra, the country being very
open, with scarcely any appearance of cultivation and very little jungul. Our
next march was to a large cluster of villages, all of which bear the name of
Siwud ; they lie within a short distance of each other on a tolerably woody
plain, and are abundantly supplied with sweet water, having numerous wells
only sixty cubits deep, and there was a good tank close to our camp towards
the west. The Hakim of Phulodee, who is governor of a small district belong-
ing to the Jodhpoor territory, came to pay his respects to Lieutenant Trevelyan
at this place, thinking, perhaps, that we intended to proceed to Jesulmer by
way of Phulodee and Pohkurn, or at least to cross a part of these districts on
our way thither : indeed, this route is often preferred to the more direct one,
as water and provisions are to be found in greater abundance ; but we had no
intention of going into Marwar at present, so the respectable Sungee Sumrut
Mul returned to Phulodee.

Our next march was to Bap, a large village, which is dignified with the
name of a city, though barely containing more than 130 houses ; but there is
a very fine tank called Megrasir close to the town to the south-east, and there
are many wells of fresh water about three furlongs to the southward. On the
west edge of the tank is a small shrine of great sanctity, being supposed to
have the power of conferring children on those who are not blessed with them :
we saw an anxious couple with the skirts of their garments fastened together,
making a joint circumambulation of the shrine, and they seemed to go off to
their home (which was on the other side of the Marwar frontier), full of hope
that their pilgrimage would have a favorable issue. There is supposed to be
similar efficacy in visiting the tomb of a Mohumudan saint at Kurrah Manik-
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poor in the Lower Dooab, and perhaps many others; nor is this superstition
confined to India, such pilgrimages having often been made in Ireland to the
shrines of saintly patrons, and I suppose with similar effect.

On the 9th of March we quitted Bap and encamped at the deserted village
of Shekhasir, the tank at which place afforded us an abundant supply of good
water, and provisions were brought on from Budhaora, a large village lying
balf-way between Bap and Shekhasir : near it were some ridges of low rocky
hills, the first which we had seen for many marches. Here also we first
observed the practice of measuring grain instead of weighing it, the latter
being the universal custom throughout Upper India, where even milk, oil, and
other liquids are sold by weight instead of measure: a contrary practice
prevails in the lower provinces, at least among the wild inhabitants of the
Jungul Mukhals, where all the common necessaries of life, whether solid or
fluid, are measured in wooden vessels, bound with iron or brass, wrought into
rather pleasing patterns, and holding about one quart of liquid measure, or its
equivalent a ser of grain. Milk is in this way bartered among the Chohar
villagers for an equal quantity of rice, or for half the quantity of pulse; the
more valuable articles are sold by measure for silver; two, or two and a half
quarts of ghee, ten or twelve quarts of molasses, and six or seven quarts of
oil being respectively given in exchange for a roopee. The measure so used
in Bengal is shaped like a cocoanut with an inch of its end sliced off, and it
is not improbable that cocoanut shells were actually used for this purpose in
early ages: but the measure used in Marwar and the Bhatee country, is a
cylindrical vessel of wood hooped with iron, and containing (when piled up as
full as it can hold), about four pounds or two sers of grain : the common name
of this quarter-peck, as it may be called, is pailee, being, perhaps, a corruption
of the Persian word piyala, signifying a cup.

We continued our route to the southward, rather than proceeding in the
more direct south-westerly route from the Beekaner frontier to Jesulmer, the
latter being a sandy and barren tract, while by skirting the Jodhpoor country
we found tolerable roads, and much better supplies for our camp-followers : we
were, in fact, close to the Marwar boundary from the time we entered the Bhatee
country until within fifty miles of its capital. In this way we moved from
Shekhasir to Sheehur, and from Sheehur to Chahin, the frontier line running
so close to the latter place, that of the five or six wells close to the village, only
one belongs to the Jesulmer people, and the rest are all in Jodhpoor. This
frontier village, with the neighboring ones of Baroo, Tekra, and others, are
notorious nests of robbers, who make little scruple of going on forays and
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driving off or “lifting” their neighbor’s cattle and gear whenever they can
lay hands on them.

‘We reached Chahin on the 11th March, and in the evening of the same
day, Lieutenant Trevelyan quitted the camp and made a forced march of about
40 miles westward to Mohungurh, leaving myself with the main body of the
camp to proceed by regular marches to Jesulmer. He was accompanied by
Hindoo Mul and Sirdar Mul, with a few other people ; and the reason of his
undertaking this long night trip was in order to lose no time in meeting
Lientenant Mackeson, of the 14th Regiment Native Infautry, who had left the
court of Bubawul Khan in Sind, and had already been waiting some days at
the Bhatee capital for the purpose of assisting the officer deputed from Ajmeer,
that is to say, Lieutenant Trevelyan, in settling the disputes between the
Daodpotra chief and the Rawul of Jesulmer. As these disputes hinged chiefly
upon a system of border foraging with the levying of black-mail, and more
particularly upon a late outrage committed by a party of the garrison of
Islamgurh, who plundered the small Bhatee town of Bulana near Mohungurh,
carrying away much spoil, and leading into captivity sundry of their prisoners,
it was deemed right by Lieutenants Trevelyan and Mackeson, to commence
their investigation by proceeding at once to the disturbed frontier.

These two officers accordingly met at Mohungurh, eighteen kos N. N. E.
of Jesulmer, on the morning of the 12th of March, and on the following day
they visited the village of Bulana, four kos east of Mohungurh, to determine,
by personal inspection, the quantity of damage that had been done by the late
onslaught of the Sind troops. Having satisfied themselves by obtaining all
the local information that was required, they made another long night march
of twenty kos from Bulana to Jesulmer, and arrived there on the morning of
the 14th March, the last day of the great Hindoo festival called Holee, when
of course the whole court and city were in an uproar. The main body of the
camp came in next day, when clouds of red powder were still flying about, and,
it may easily be imagined that, amid such a hubbub, the arrival of the Mission
partook in a very small degree of the dignified character of its entrance into
the Beekaner capital, as already described. Something of etiquette was,
however, kept up ; guns were fired and complimentary messages were exchanged ;
and numerous visits were paid to the palace, where the frost of ceremony
soon melted before the radiant smiles and downright good humour of the
Muharawul Guj Singh. It ought not, however, to be concealed that the recep-
tion of Lieutenant Mackeson on his first arrival at the capital, fell far short of
the courtesy he was entitled to expect, and the Rawul’s people seemed rather
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to consider him as a partisan of the Sind envoys by whom he was accompanied,
than as one who would assist in dispen-ing impartial justice; and on his
reaching Jesulmer, he was allowed to sit for hours on a charpaee in the open airs
before any respectable man was sent to make arrangements for the better
entertainment of himself and his followers.

After Lieutenant Trevelyan had left the camp at Chahin, we marched along
a cross track by way of Nonathula to Sodakhor, where we fell into the high
road between Ajmer and the Indus, which runs by way of Merta and Pohkurn
to Jesulmer. At Sodakhor we met with some Ufghan merchants with a small
string of horses, which they were taking to Hindoosthan for sale; but after
remaining some days at Jesulmer in hopes of selling, at least, one of the
animals to pay their expenses on the road, they had failed in their object, and
had given the local authorities the slip, walking off without beat of drum, in
order to avoid paying the established duties for their horses. They were,
however, stopped at Sodakhor by some people connected with the neighboring
thannal at Sathee, and finding no farther way of evading payment, they turned
their unwilling steps backward, and accompanied me march by march to
Chandim, to Basungpeer, and finally to Jesulmer, where we arrived in safety
on the 15th March, as already mentioned ; having completed the bundred kos
or 188 miles from Beekaner to the Bhatee capital, in fourteen marches without
a single halt, there being little or nothing worthy of notice to detain us on
the road, and, indeed, two of the last marches, from Sodakhor to Chandim, and
thence to Basungpeer, were made in the morning and evening of the same day,
to shorten the time of our transit between the two capitals.

The general appearance of the country between these two cities is barren,
though free from sandhills, (except near Nonathula,) the soil being a poor and
hungry gravel intermixed with pebbles ; and occasionally diversified with
sandy plains covered with a fine nourishing kind of grass upon which cattle
thrive very well. We saw very little bajra, or indeed cultivation of any kind,
during the whole journey ; the few fields of green corn at Dihatra being a
striking exception. It fortunately happens in the Jesulmer country, where the
water is so very far below the surface of the earth, that the inconvenience
which this would otherwise occasion, is obviated by the exceeding hardness and
tenacity of the soil, which enables the natives to dig kucha tanks of great size
that retain water during many months, so that they are independent of well-
water for a great part of the year: were this not the case, the country would
be scarcely habitable ; and, even as it is, they are often greatly distressed during

the summer; mauy thousand head of cattle being occasionally lost in seasous
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of severe drought. . When the tank water fails, wells are sometimes dug in
their beds, and a part of what was fermerly lost by absorption in the earth is
thus recovered, but these wells or pits seem at best to aflord but a precarious
supply.

Both the horned cattle and sheep appear to be of an excellent Lind, and
the wool of the latter is manufactured at Jesulmer into very fine clothes of
various kinds. There is not much jungul on the way from Beekaner, though
in some places, which are situated on comparatively low ground, such as Gujner
and Sirrud, there is a good deal of wood, chiefly that kind of mimosa called
Jaut or kejra, and the green broomy-looking caper-bush, which here grows to
a large size and is called kureel, or more commonly kair. Little gameis to be
found in so barren a country ; but there are a few ducks on the tanks, and the
small deer called chukara, wolves, jackals, hares, gray partridges, quail, and
rock pigeons, as well as sundry black curlieus are to be seen now and then by
the road side; and there are perhaps a few pea-fowls in the villages.

During our stay at Jesulmer, the time of Lieutenants Trevelyan and
Mackeson was almost wholly employed in investigating the matters which
were submitted for their arbitration, and which took a long and patient hear-
ing. Three of the most respectable men in the Jesulmer territory, —namely,
Ootum Singh Mehta, the principal Minister; Eeshur-Lal, another Minister ;
and the Vakeel Sirdar Mul, were appointed by the Rawul to form a comnmittee
of enquiry on his part; the two latter individuals being Brahmuns by caste,
and the former of the mercantile tribe ; for it may be remarked, that there is
not a single individual of Rajpoot family at this court, whom the Rawul could
trust with the management of his affairs. Five persons were in like mauner
deputed by Buhawul Khan to form a committee on his part, the principal
envoy being one Mohuinud Daim, an especial favorite of the Daodpotra
Chief : with him were associated a Mohumudan named Ula-ood-deen, an old
Hindoo Deewan of very respectable character, and two other persons, one of
whom was a very merry man, generally employed as chief huntsinan to the
Khan, Buhawul Khan, and the late governor of Islamgurh, the very person
who headed the attack upon Bulana.

Many counferences took place botween these persons, by whom the claims
of each party were fairly discussed, and the result of their deliberation was
this; that in the various inroads committed against their neighbors by the
borderers of each State, the people of Jesulmer had got the worst of it, and
that the balance against them was about equal to the value of five hundred
good cows ; the Daodpotras, therefore, bound themselves to make good this
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quantity of cattle within a certain time, subject to the confirmation of the
Khan; this agreement having already been approved by the two British
Officers, and ratified by the Rawul. It is highly creditable to the good sense
and good faith of Buhawul Khan, that when this result of the negotiation
was communicated to him, though he felt considerably annoyed at being
obliged to make good the losses of his troublesome Bhatee neighbors, yet he
at once confirmed the agreement entered into by his deputies, and declared to
Lieutenant Mackeson, that if the full number of cows were not forthcoming
on the appointed day, he was ready to complete the amount from his own farm
yard, which was amply stocked. The Khan, however, was not required to
make this sacrifice, for the cattle were collected in good time, and made over to
the Jesulmer Agent, Maia Chund, who was sent into Sind to receive them ;
being provided, moreover, with an iron brand to stamp the cows when approved,
that they might not be changed for inferior cattle on the road.

There were other points to be discussed, such as the detention of the
Bhatee prisoners ; the entertainment of some Kundaharee sipahees who were
said to have run away from Jesulmer; aud, finally, the raising of black mail
from certain villages, at the northern extremity of the Bhatee territority.
The first questions required little discussion, the prisoners being at ouce sur-
rendered, and due explanation made respecting the Kundaharees ; but the ques-
tion of black mail seemed at first to be of more difficult settlement. It was,
however, found on inquiry,—for Lieutenants Trevelyan and Mackeson visited
some of those frontier villages.—that the amount of impost was very trifling,
and that it was willingly paid by those places on the border of the Great Desert
which had been previously open to pillage, until the payment of this protec-
tion-money had been established. That the protection so afforded was real
and not nominal, the villages paying black mail not having been subject to
Plunder ;—that these payments had for a time been suspended, but with very
equivocal effect, during the time that a Jesuliner thannah was kept up at Ram-
gurh or in its neighborhood for the protection of the frontier ;—and, in short,
that the border villagers preferred paying a moderate contribution, (not amount-
ing in the whole to the expense of m.intaining a havildar and eight sipahees
of Native Infantry,) instead of being exposed to the tender mercies of the Sind
borderers ; and, as a proof of their wiliingness to pay this tax, it wassaid to be
collected not by an armed force, but by a single horseman or camel-man sent
occasionally from Islamgurh or Nohur.

While the two Political officers were thus busily employed on their own
duties, I was engaged in making a survey of the citadel of Jesulner, aud of the
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town wall, as well as in the astronomical observations necessary for determining
the geographical position of this capital; and as our labors were likely to
terminate about thesame time, it was agreed that I should accompany Lieutenant
Mackeson on his return to Sind, for the purpose of connecting Mithun Kot and
Buhawulpoor with the capitals of Beekaner and Jesulmer, which important
objects were fortunately effected without in the least delaying the operations
of Lieutenant Trevelyan, who was obliged to remain at Jesulmer in order to
bring about the meeting between the Rawul and the Raja of Beekauer,—a point
which had not yet been carried, and which was at one time a very doubtful
affair. ‘

As we remained nearly three weeks at Jesulmer before the breaking up
of our little party, there was plenty of time for a leisurely examination of the
town, citadel, and envirous : but the latter are too sterile to tempt any one to
wander far from the city, and may as well be dismissed in a few words previ-
ously to entering into a description of the capital. The country all round Jesul-
mer for many miles is a desolate stony desert: it cannot be called a plain,
because it is rather a succession of vallies or inclined planes several miles long,
and three or four miles broad, formed by low ridges of yellow limestone, the
strata of which are not quite horizontal, but dip gently to the westward, and
crop out on the eastern side with a tolerably bold profile of 90 or 100 feet
in height. The city is built at the south end of one of these ranges, which is
so nearly horizontal that its surface is quarried in every direction, and supplies
abundant building material for the inhabitants : on the south side of the city,
but within its walls, is an insulated hill about three quarters of a mile in
circuit, and with rather precipitous sides, which has been carefully fortified
with more than eighty bastions, and forms a very umposing citadel when seen
from the southward ; but the unfortunate contiguity of the range of hills al-
ready mentioned, which are within six hundred yards of the north face of the
fort, and nearly of the same altitude, diminishes very much its capability of
defence, especially as this hill called Solee Doongree is seven hundred yards
wide at the top, and allows of guns being brought up to the very foot of the
town wall.

The defence of . The ramparts are two and a quarter miles in circuit, with thirty-eight

the city.

bastions, the whole being built of uncemented stoue, and the bastions being in
general much higher than their intermediate curtains, but many of them are in
ruins. Four gates and three sally ports give access to the city, but there are
many other places where entrance would not be difficult, as even horseine.r may
ride over the walls by riding over the hillocks of drifisand, which have nearly
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obliterated the southern as well as a great part of the westernface. The town
wall was never very strong, being in its most perfect state barely four and a
half feet thick and fourteen feet high, (including a parapet six feet high and
two feet thick,) without either ditch or fausse-braye.  There is one small gun
on the highest bastion on the north-east angle of the city, which appears to be
the only piece of ordnance on the town walls. The north gate appears to be
little used except by the carts and persons who are employed at the quarries ;
the two gates in the eastern face are in constant use, particularly the south-
eastern one, which looks toward Jodhpoor ; the west gate is also a constant
thoroughfare, but within a short distance on its south side is a gateway that
has been blocked up, and one on the south side of the town has also been
built up.

The citadel is an irregular triangle, nearly 1300 yards or three quarters
of a mile in circuit, as already mentioned, and may be nearly 130 feet high to
the summit of the ramparts, which vary from 15 to 30 feet, and have a narrow
renee six feet broad running all round the fort. There is a single entrance
on the north side, defended by four gateways with sloping roads between
them, so as to give easy access to the palace and other buildings within its
area, which is quite choked with houses and mundurs. Four guns are at
present mounted on the walls, and two heavy guns, a large howitzer and three
field pieces are drawn up near the lower gate. 'The foot of the hill on which
the citadel stands is scarped all round, and faced with masonry to the height of
fifteen or twenty feet, whence the face of the hill recedes at an elevation of
about 40° to the foot of the renee, so that these works may be said to have
rather a stiff section which it would be difficult to assault, though easy enough
to breach.

The crests of the parapets are crowned with huge logs or rollers of stone,
and balls of the same material, neatly arranged in readiness to be thrown
down on the heads of an assailing column : the garrison too are well provided
with water, having within the citadel eight wells which are 304 feet deep,
and contain rather brackish but not undrinkable water, which would of course
be used during a siege, though at present the inhabitants use the water of a
large tank called Gurreesir. This tank is three hundred yards south-east of
the city, and close to westward of it are several small-mouthed pits or filtra-
tion wells called beree, which collect a little sweet water without going down
so deep as to reach the land-springs. There are only two real wells for the
supply of the city, just outside the west gate, and both are protected by stone

parapets with loop-holes to prevent their falling into the hands of an enemy :
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they are 151 cubits or 241 feet deep, and the water is slightly brackish ; their
mouths are covered with slabs of stone, and they do not appear to be in use at
present. A baolee is now being dug close to the fort gate, and has already
attained a depth of 80} cubits, but has not yet reached the main spring.
There are numerous berees of sweet water at Kishun Ghat, one kos north of
the city, but still there is rather a scarcity of this most necessary element.

The city of Jesulmer contains nearly eight thousand houses, including
two or three thousand in the citadel, and has some good streets, but scarcely
anything like a dazar: the custom-house is near the fort gate, and at this spot
there is some little appearance of traffick, as well as in one or two of the
contiguous streets ; but there is little of the bustle of a large city in any part
of it, except, perhaps, about the time of lamp-lighting, or again at those times
when the women of the city streamn ount of the gates by hundreds, and fill
their pitchers morning and evening with the water of the large tank called
Gurreesir. The citadel, town wall, and all the principal houses being built of
the dull yellow limestone of which the hill itself is composed, have at a distance
a sombre appearance from the want of a variety of colors to relieve the eye;
and, indeed, it is hard to say at a first view which is the native rock, and which
are the artificial buildings, for the former is flat-topped, and the latter are flat-
roofed ; but on closer examination it will be seen that an immense deal of
labor has been expended on the architectural decorations of a large proportion
of the better class of houses, the fronts of which are ornamented with balco-
nies and lattices of the same yellow marble, richly carved, which gives them a
finished, though rather a cumbrous appearance.

The limestone of Jesulmer has been applied to the purposes of lithogra-
phy, and highly approved of, being considered fully equal, or even superior, to
the Bavarian stone for all transfer work, as it will give off a very considerable
number of impressions without “ runuing rotten;” but its yellow color is
rather too deep to allow of its being used for chalk-work, as the artist cannot
well distinguish the different shades of his pencil upon the stone. It has been
employed largely in the royal buildings of the Emperors at Agra, hy the
name of sung-kuthoo, and having thus attracted the notice of my brother,
Captain Boileau, when Executive Engineer of the 18th Division in 1828.99,
he sent a very intelligent man from Agra to Jesulmer, who brought back a
camel load of the stone, some slabs of which were sent to Mr. Sinith of the
Commercial Lithographic Press, and others were relained for use in the Upper
Provinces. There is another variety of limestone produced at Haboor, twenty
kos N. N. W. of Jesulmer, much valued on account of the yellow particles
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being distributed in small vermicular and contorted figures in a matrix of
indurated red ochre, which when cut and polished has a fanciful resemblance
to Persian writing upon red paper : strictly speaking, it ought perhaps to be
said that the red matter is deposited in the interstices of the limestone, but I
know not which is the older formation of the two. Numerous coarse speci-
mens of this variegated stone may be seen in the upper pavement of Ukbur’s
tomb at Sikundra.

Among the few things worth seeing at Jesulmer are the Muha Rawul’s
palace, which is surmounted by a huge umbrella of metal mounted on a stone
shaft as an emblem of dignity, of which the Bhatee Princes are justly proud ;
for the only other Rajpoot chief entitled to this distinction is the Muha Rana
of Qodepoor, whose Seesodia blood is universally acknowledged to be the
purest in Rajwara, and he takes place above all the other princes of Rajpoo-
tana ; so Guj Singh of Jesulmer may well be proud of his title of Chhutur-putee
Rawul. Beside the pile of palaces there are in the citadel six pagodas or
mundurs, three of which are Jain and the other three Hindoo edifices, the
former being of great antiquity and richly ornamented with carved stone;
some of their gilded spires are seen to advantage towering over the crowd of
buildings by which they are surrounded. The kuwelee or dwelling house of
Salim Singh Mehta, late Minister to the Rawul, is the most conspicuous object
in the town, and is quite a curiosity in its way, affording a singular specimen
of domestic architecture.

Though Salim Singh may have had but little property of his own when
he first gained the confidence of his royal master and the inanagement of affairs,
yet he seems to have accumulated an enormous fortune with undue celerity, and
not only enriched himself by pecuniary peculatious, but is also taxed with
having converted to his own use many of the state jewels. The Rawul him-
self mentioned to Lieutenant Trevelyan, that this perfidious minister had both
embezzled his revenues, and made away with his valuables to the amount of
some lakhs of roopees, which wholesale fleecing of the royal treasury was
perhaps quoted by Guj Singh as a palliation of his own avaricious conduct ;
and indeed his acts occasionally needed some such defence, for it was rumoured
after our leaving Jesulmer, that the Rawul had, on some pretext or other,
extorted from his villagers on his S. E. frontier the greater part of the sums
refunded by the Jodhpoor Government in compensation for their having been
plundered by subjects of the Marwar State, though these sums were disbursed

to the sufferers in person by Lieutenant Trevelyan, as will be mentioned here-
after.
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diﬁf;;e;}“& :ri({la con- The revenue of the Bhatee country appears to he very much circum.-
" seribed, and I do not remember to have heard the Rawul’s income estiinated
at more than four lakhs of roopees, or £40,000 per annum, which is probably
double the true amount, of which one half may be raised by transit duties on
the articles which pass through his country on their way from the Company’s
territories or from Rajwara to Sind. The principal of these dutiable articles
is opium, of which large quantities arrived during our stay at Jesulmer, and
the impost levied there appeared to be very moderate, not exceeding nineteen
roopees per camel load. The income from Zkalsa or crown lands must be
very trifling, notwithstanding the great extent of the Rawul’s territory, but
it is “ barren all, barren all,” or nearly so; as we scarcely saw a single corn-
field in traversing nearly two hundred miles of his country. He has, moreover,
a difficult set of subjects to deal with.
The border men are stern of mood,
The Bhutee Thakoors wild and rude ;
a stubborn race, in short, who used to snap their fingers at their liege-lord and
set him at defiance, until he borrowed a little energy from his connexion
with the British Government, Colonel Lockett’s visit to Jesulmer, the esta-
blishment of a cantonment at Balmer, and the arrival of the present Mission,
"have combined to give the Rawul an influence and control over his ragamuffin
subjects which he never before possessed. He is a merry good-humoured
priuce, however, this same Guj Singh, and it is to be hoped that by the Honora-
ble Company’s help,—that is to say, by the power of their name,—he may in
future be able to keep his kingdom in good order.

His personal ap- The Muha Rawul is tall and bulky in stature, and from the undue promi-
Do, and cha-  once of his stomach, seems to be no enemy of good cheer. When less unwieldy

in bulk, he was an expert horseman, a good shot, and handled his spear with
dexterity in a hog-hunt : he writes and reads his own language with fluency ;
seems to have a good share of common sense ; asks very pertinent questions,
and has an ear for music, or has at least scraped acquaintance with one of the
muses, if I may judge from having stumbled upon his own ivory-bodied guitar,
while visiting one of his country houses at the Umur-sagur. The buoyancy
of his disposition at times made him break out into a childish kind of glee,
WhiCh. was very amusing ; his hands would dive into Lieutenant Trevelyan’s
pockets, and his coat tails were lifted up, or his cravat untied, to show the man-
ner in which European clothes are put together : he was screaming with laugh-
ter at his own attempts to sketch the face of his Minister Ootum Siugh on the
back of a letter by means of a camera lucida, which afforded great fun to the
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select party assembled in his little boudoir; and the exhibition of a large
astronomical telescope, which was set up on the floor of this room, set them
scrambling on their hands and knees to look through it ; so that at the entry
of the lights which were just then brought in, they almost forgot to pay their
usual respects to the Rawul: this evening service was, however, hurriedly
perforined, and they again scrambled in turns to look at the tumasha.

The zeal of the Rawul to become acquainted with foreign subjects has
induced him to send to Calcutta for an English school-master, which situation
has been accepted by a Mr. Clinger, who was in progress to Jesulmer at the
time of our arrival there. The sending for such a person may be a mere
whim, but it is not unlikely that the Rawul will at least commence the study
of our tongue, though he may want perseverance to continue it: he seems to
find time hang very lightly on his hauds, being coustantly employed in state
business, the whole of which he manages himself, and attends so much to the
winutiz, that we could hardly hire a cart, or obtain a day’s fodder for our cattle
without his order ; indeed, he seemed to be surprised at Lieutenant Maclke-
son’s having purchased three riding camels without the matter having been
duly reported to him. One day in each week is altogether devoted to the
xunana, and is spent entirely within the female apartments, on which days he
is not accessible as usual for matters of business. He is said to be very
uxorious and much attached to his principal wife, a princess of Oodepoor,
commonly called Ranawut-jee, but he has no sous by any of his wives.

Just before our arrival at Jesulmer the Rawul had adopted a most singu-
lar expedient to obtain an heir to his throne, and the circumnstances of the case
are altogether so extraordinary that we should hardly have given them credence
had they not occurred so immediately under our notice. Ve were told soon
after our coming, that a man had been buried alive of his own free will in the
bank of the tank close to our tents, and that he was to remain under ground
for a whole month before the process of exhumation should take place: the
prescribed period elapsed on the first of April, 1835, and in the forenoon of
that day he was dug out alive in the presence of Eeshur Lal, one of the
ministers, who had also superintended his interment. The place in which he
was buried is a small building of stone, about twelve feet long and eight feet
broad, built on the west edge of the large tank called Gurreesir, so often
Inentioned ; in the floor of the house was a hole about three feet long, two
and a half feet broad, and the same depth, or perhaps a yard deep, in which
he was placed in a sitting posture sewed up in a linen shroud, with his knees
doubled up toward the chin, his feet turned inward toward the stomach, ()
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and his hands also pointed inward toward the chest. The cell or grave was
lined with masonry, and floored with many folds of woollen and other cloth,
that the white ants and such insects should be the less able to molest him.
Two heavy slabs of stone, five or six feet long, several inches thick, aud broad
enough to cover the mouth of the grave, were then placed over him, so that
he could not escape, and I believe a little earth was plastered over the whole
so as to make the surface of the ground smooth and compact : the door of the
house was also built up, and people placed outside to mount guard during the
wheole month, so that no tricks might be played nor deception practised.
axs‘lxéf,’r‘;fiii to the Though we knew that the disinterment was likely to take place during
our stay at Jesulmer, we did not recollect the precise day fixed for the ceremony,
and might perhaps have missed it altogether, but Lieutenant Trevelyan’s
Moonshee, Saadut Alee, (attached to the Ajmer Agency,) had fortunately
stationed a person to give him notice of it, and he ran there in time to see the
ripping open of the bag or shroud in which the man was enclosed. When the
man was sent by the Moonshee, we went to see if Lieutenant Mackeson would
Jjoin us, but he was in delicate health and unequal to much exposure to the
sun, so Lieutenant Trevelyan and I set off together to see what might yet
remain to be seen. The outer walling of the house door had been broken up,
the covering of the grave removed, and the body lifted out in the presence of
Eeshur Lal ; the Moonshee arrived in time to see the opening of the shroud,
as above mentioned, and stated that he was taken out in a perfectly senseless
state, with his eyes closed, his hands cramped and powerless, his stomach very
much shrunken, and his teeth jammed so fast together that the by-standers
were obliged to force open his mouth with an iron instrument in order to pour
a little water down his throat. Under this treatinent he gradually recovered
his senses, and was restored to the use of his limbs ; and when we went to see
him, his naked body had been covered with a clean white sheet, and he was
sitting up supported by two men, several other people being assembled round
him and round the door of the building, anxious to get a sight of this won-
derful person, whom they supposed to possess supernatural powers, and to
whoin they made reverential salams. He conversed with us in a low gentle
tone of voice, as if his animal functions were still in a very feeble state, but
so far from appearing distressed in mind by the long interment from which he
had just been released, he said that we might bury him again for a twelve-
month if we pleased.
History of the in- He is rather a young man, apparently about thirty years of age, and
dividual, his native village is within five kos of Kurnal; but instead of remaining at
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home, he generally travels ahout the country to Ajmer, Kotah, Indor, &c.,
and allows himself to be buried for weeks or months by any person who will
pay him handsomely for the same. In the present instance the Rawul put
this singular body in requisition under the hope of obtaining an heir to his
throne as already mentioned, and whether the remedy is efficacious or not,
it certainly is fully as deserving of notoriety as the circumambulation of the
shrine at Bap, described some pages back : but though the fukeer fairly
performed his part of the contract in being buried alive for a whole month,
we have not since heard that the desired result had been obtained.

This individual is said to have acquired by long practice the art of hold-
ing his breath for a considerable time, first suspending his respiration for 4
short period, as during the time that one might count fifty, and gradually in-
creasing the intervals to one hundred, two hundred and so on, as the pearl-
divers may be supposed to do; and he is, moreover, said to have acquired
the power of shutting his mouth, and at the same time stopping the interior
opening of the nostrils with his tongue, which latter feat is at times practised
as a means of suicide by the negro slaves in the West Indies when suffering
under the lash, and in those cases always terminates fatally ; but it is not im-
probable that the lives of some of those miserable people might have been saved
had any well authenticated case, similar to this Jesulmer affair, been made
known to the medical world. As a farther preparation for his long burial, the
subject of the present experiment abstaing from all solid food for some days
previous to his interment, taking no other nourishment than milk, which is
believed by the natives to pass off almost entirely by the urethra, so that he
may not be inconvenienced by the contents of his stomach or bowels while
Pent up in his narrow grave ; nor is his mind perfectly at ease after his resto-
ration to the light of day, until some part of the food which he may take
subsequently to that event is passed in a natural and healthy manner, so as to
assure him that his system is in good order, and that no portion of his intes-
tines have mortified. His powers of abstinence must be wonderful to enable
him to do without food for so long a period, nor does his hair grow during the
time he remains buried,—at least such is the common report; and I do not
remember to have seen any beard upon his chin, though even a week’s cessa-
tion from shaving would produce a considerable crop on any ordinary native.

On the occasion of a former visit to Ajmer, this man told Major Speirs
of his wonderful powers, and, as might have been expected, was laughed at
as an impostor ; but another officer, before whom he also appeared, put his
abstinence to the test at Pooshkur by suspending him for thirteen days
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enclosed in a wooden chest, which he prefers to being buried under ground,
because the box when hung up from the ceiling is open to inspection on all
sides, and the white ants and other insects or vermin can be easier prevented
from getting at his body while he thus remains in a state of insensibility.
These are all the particulars I have been able to collect, respecting this really
surprising affair, and I firmly believe there is no imposture in the case, but
that the whole proceeding was actually conducted in the way mentioned above:
the romance of the business may, however, be a little marred by the report
which was rumoured abroad, that the dead-alive being tired of waiting, after
his disinterment, for the reward promised by the Rawul, which, like most of
that prince’s disbursements, was * very slow to come forth,” helped himself
to a camel uninvited, and without waiting for farther remuneration turned his
back on the walls of Jesulmer.

On the day following this memorable exhumation our whole party quitted
the Bhatee capital, but not without having visited the gardens, which are really
well worth seeing, considering the very barren nature of the surrounding
country. The first garden which we visited lies two [os or something under
four miles W. N. W. of the city, and contains a small country-seat with a
tank called Mool Sagur, now dry ; but close to it is an excellent baolee with
good water. At the distance of half a kos or one mile east of this place,
is the Umur Sagur, or “ immortal tank,” which is rather a misnomer just
now, as the water is all dried up ; but there are some good baolees and an
excellent garden, the verdure and coolness of which were truly refreshing.
Mohummud Dain, the Sind envoy, whom we found enjoying himself on the
terrace in the middle of this little oasis, declared that it reminded him of the
gardens of his own country, which was no bad compliment. The gardens at
Mool Sagur and Umur Sagur, with the nursery called baree, (containing some
very fine trees near the burial or burning place of the Rawul’s family,) and
the newly planted flower-garden of the great merchants Zorawur Mul and
Buhadur Mul, are nearly every thing that we heard of or saw in the shape of
a bagh (garden). The Jesulmer onions, by the way, are celebrated, as well as
the fine woollen pugrees, and loees or flannels; and during the whole of our
stay at the capital we received small dalees of fruit from the Ranawut, and
many roses, some of which were neatly made up into chaplets.

We broke up our encampment on the 2nd of April, and marched sixteen
miles northward from Jesulmer to Kathoree, a large village, with a fine tank
but no wells; that is to say, that although several have been dug, the water
in them is too salt to be drinkable : the thermometer was up to 111° in the
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shade during the afternoon, so we enjoyed a good swim in the tank at sunset.
During our morning’s ride, while ambling along at a pretty brisk rate, the
camel of Sirdar Mul tripped on the stony road and came down altogether,
throwing his rider over his neck with some violence, and he fell heavily to the
ground : as he seemed to suffer a good deal, I bled him on our arrival at
Kathoree, and he was so much relieved that he was able to continue his journey
on the following day, when we encamped at a little frontier hamlet, which
happened to be his own property. The village of Kathoree is chiefly inhabited
by Puleewals, called elsewhere Boras; atribe of Brahmuns who engage in
mercantile pursuits. A large body of these people, some of whom were from
this particular place, ran away to Ajmer some time ago, in consequence of fines
being levied from them by the Rawul, but not being permitted, or not having
an opportunity of carrying their wives and families out of the Jesulmer terri-
tory, they were obliged to return to the place from whence they came, and chew
the cud of bitter discontent as well as they were able.

On the 3rd of April we marched another eight Zos, (that is to say, fifteen
or sixteen miles) northward from Kathoree to the little village of Mundha, our
last resting place in the Bhatee country, where we halted during the following
day, our tents being pitched by a very fine tank called Kohareesir, a short
quarter of a mile west of the village. This tank contains an abundant supply
of excellent water, beside which there is a brackish well 121 cubits deep. A
large quantity of fuller’s earth, or Mooltanee mutee, is produced close to the
village, very near the surface of the ground, and apparently of very good
quality. During our stay at Kohareesir a horse belonging to the Nuwab or
Khan, Buhawul Khan, was taken violently ill with strangury, and I was begged
to look at it ; having opened a vein and prescribed the application of hot water
with folded blankets to his loins, we waited to see the effect, while some of
the natives applied a bougie, if it may be so called, made of twisted horse hair
and armed or primed with pounded red-pepper: all these remedies seemed un-
availing, and another one was proposed by a native, which afforded immediate
relief. A decoction was made by boiling a few handsful of the earth on which
the village flocks had long been stalled, with an equal quantity of water; and
as this earth must of course have become impregnated with a considerable
quantity of animal salts, such as uric acid and ammonia, which were taken up
by the hot water, the nature of the remedy may be easily understood, and is
worth a trial in similar cases. The horse was ridden in triumph past the
tents in the afternoon, and was afterwards stationed at Mojgurh near Buha-
wulpoor when I passed that place.
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On the 5th of April we parted from our kind friend Lieutenant Trevelyan,
who was to return alone to Jesulmer, while we pursued our way to the north-
ward, taking with us all the Sindees who had accompanied Lieutenant Mackeson
on his trip to Jesulmer, and who seemed by no means sorry to leave the land of
Bhatee Rajpoots, who were not of their own faith, like the Moosulman Bhatees
of Bhutner. But instead of at present following up our own movements, the
narrative must follow those of the principal person in the Mission who wended
his solitary way back to Jesulmer, and arrived there on the 8th of April, at
the same time that we reached the court of Buhawul Khan at Khanpoor in
Sind. The whole of our escort, both horse and foot, remained with Lieute-
nant Trevelyan, as well as all my cattle, horses, cows, and sheep, with nearly
the whole of the servants, as I was unwilling unnecessarily to expose either
man or beast to sueh fatigue and exposure as we were likely to endure in cross-
ing the Great Desert twice in the months of April and May ; so my good friend
kindly lent me his own suwaree camel, a very fine animal, bred in the Johur
jungul at Beekaner, which carried me safely some hundreds of miles before we
met again.

The Muha Rawul finding the coast clear, as the supernumerary gen-
tlemen had made themselves scarce, with a considerable number of Baodpootra
followers, for whom he had no particular affection, now entered with great
glee into such business as remained unadjusted. His first care was to re-
turn the visit of his guest, to whose tents he came with all his court,
sending a gudee or royal cushion for the special dignity and comfort of his
own goodly person, with a brigade of guns to tickle the ears of the lieges with
a thundering salute ; half of the thunder, however, hung five, for one of the
guns refused to uplift its most sweet voice; so the whole brunt of the bellow-
ing fell upon the other “ bouche a feu:” in a similar manner, Major Alves
was saluted by the Rao of Patun with one small iron gun, but there were
plenty of cartridges and abundance of powder, nor were the artillery men slow
in their dut;}; so the solitary little fellow made as much noise as if a whole
battery had been employed. The meeting between Guj Singh and Lieutenant
Trevelyan passed off admirably, and after presenting his Thakoors to the
British Envoy with a little general conversation, the Rawul cleared the court
and hadya private discussion, the result of which was, * mirabile dictu I’ that
he promised, even at this inclement season of the year, to go out to his own
frontier, a distance of one hundred and forty iiles, to have a meeting with
the Muharaja Rutun Singh of Beekaner, and, still more wonderful, the pro-
mise has actually been fulfilled.
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This amicable interview, which was to renew and establish a friendship
between the lately unfriendly chiefs of Beekaner and Jesulmer, was a prin-
cipal object of the Mission from Ajmer, and well it was for the accom-
plishment of that object that Lieutenant Trevelyan, during his personal inter-
course with the Rawul, had so won his beart and acquired such an influence
over that durbar, that he succeeded in carrying this very desirable point in
spite of the avowed remonstrances of the Ranawut (the Muha Rawul’s favorite
wife), and the less apparent, though perhaps equally sincere, opposition of one
of the principal ministers, and some of the discontented Bhatee Thakoors.
Even after the Rawul had given his assent to the proposition, much remained
to be done before it could be carried into effect ; camp equipage was to be made
ready ; a sufficient body of troops to be equipped for the march ; stores of
grain to be collected, and the means of transport to be provided, as the country
through which the royal train would pass was unequal to their maintenance.

The arrangements for a weighty ceremony of this kind were not to be
completed in a hurry, and many a weary day was passed before even Lieutenant
Trevelyan’s forty-horse-power of persuasion could set in motion the cumbrous
equipage of a Rajpoot court. By way of doing something useful in the
interin, he proceeded to the villages of Budoragam, Rasla, and Devee Kot,
situated near the Jodhpoor frontier, two marches south-east of Jesulmer, to
make a personal distribution of the money exacted by the British Government
from the Muharaja Man Singh of Jodhpoor, in compensation of the outrages
committed by his subjects upon those of the Bhatee State. After delivering
to each of the sufferers the sums apportioned according to their various losses
and for the receipt of which they seemed to be very grateful, Lieutenant
Trevelyan returned to the capital, about the end of the month of April, and
was enabled almost immediately afterwards to prevail on the Rawul to com-
mence his march toward the Beekaner frontier, as will be mentioned hereafter.

As the weather had become exceedingiy warm about the middle of April,
and it was unpleasant to remain under canvas longer than was absolutely ne-
cessary, a house was provided in the city for the accommodation of Lieutenant
Trevelyan : part of the time preceding the above visit of restitution to the
plundered villages, was spent at the Umur Sagur, and the Muha Rawul Guj
Singh came out to spend a couple of days with his English friend at this
pleasant country retreat. (Great was the glee of the good-natured chief as
they competed with each other in ball practice at a target, which was fairly
struck by both of them ; and much did he admire the evolutions of the hand-
ful of sipahees which formed our escort,—observing, that though few in
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number, they did great things, and he begged so hard to see them fire “ just a
single volley,” that there was no refusing his request ; and so a score or two
of our honorable master’s leaden pellets were sent flying on a deputation from
which they will hardly return until the Greek kalends. The little party of
Blair’s Horse were also trotted out in presence of the durbar, and went through
a few manceuvres to the great delight of the Rawul, who bestowed a solid
complimment upon all the parties that had been paraded for his particular
gratification.

On another occasion the Rawul insisted on Lieutenant Trevelyan’s going
to the palace and “making a regular day of it:” an excellent breakfast was
spread for the English gentleman ; and in a pretty little sheesk muhil, or hall
of mirrors, whence he could see, without being seen, another breakfast was
laid out in the European style (table cloth and all), for the Prince himself.
When the boards were cleared, some dancing damsels were introduced, accord-
ing to the custom of Eastern courts, and the day “drove on with songs and
clatter” to the great delight of the Rawul, however wearisome it might be to
his guest. While the dancing and singing were going on, the Rawul would
sit nodding his head and snapping his fingers in time to the music; and so
fond was he of these exhibitions, and so anxious that others should partake in
them, that I have even been called away from my star-gazing work at night-
time, however unwillingly, to join his little party, and listen to his favorite
Punjabee and other airs.

Lieutenant Trevelyan’s patient endurance of these frivolities, and an appa-
rently cheerful participation in them, did more to bring the Bhutee Chief into
training for his weary trip to the frontier, than many an hour’s serious advice
would have done; and truly this conciliatory line of conduct met with its
reward : for on the night of the 5th of May, all preparations being at length
accomplished, Lieutenant Trevelyan took his final leave of Jesulmer, and the
Rawul left his capital at the same time. All difficulties now seemed to be at
an end, but there is many a slip between the cup and the lip, and so it nearly
proved on the present occasion ; for before half the first march was completed,
an ill-omened howling of jackals or screaming of partridges on the right hand,
that is to say, on the wrong side of the way, caused the superstitious Rajpoot
to plump himself down in the iddle of the road at Basungpeer, five kos from
Jesulmer, where he would have remained until the occurrence of a more
fortunate omen, had not a strong and well-timed remonstrance compelled him
to get under weigh again, and complete his remaining seven kos of the march to
Chandhun.
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Their second halting place was Nona Thula, eleven kos from Chandhun,
and the next day they marched seven kos farther to Chahin, (adhering thus
far to the same track which we had followed on our way to Jesulmer ;) after
which was accomplished a severe stage of twenty kos or forty miles to Nok,
and the camp-followers were much distressed by the want of water on the
road between these places, though a partial supply bad been sent out for them
on camels. The fifth and last stage was one of nearly twenty miles from
Nok to Giwajsir, where the Jesulmer durbar arrived on the morning of the
10th of May, and the Beekaner court reached Guriala (two kos north-east of
Giwajsir), on the same day; so the two fellow-travellers were once more
happily united. I had returned from my tour in Sind a few hours previously to
the arrival of Lieutenant Trevelyan with the two great luminaries, and this
narrative must double back a little to give some account of the visit which
was paid to the ¢ Father of Rivers.”

It has already been stated that after remaining some days at Jesulmer our
camp was broken up on the 2nd of April, when we all moved northward, and
remained for three days upon the Rawul’s frontier, at a place called Kohareesir,
whence Lieutenant Trevelyan returned to Jesulmer, while Lieutenant Macke-
son and myself started for Nohur or Islamgurh on the evening of the 5th of
April, and commenced our journey across the Desert by making a march of
twenty-three kos, there being no intermediate village between Kohareesir, or
Mundha and Islamgurh. The baggage camels accomplished this distance in
sixteen hours, but our sandnees or riding camels did it in less than eight
hours. We quitted camp at 8h 40m P. M., and at 9h 45m reached a place
called Dariwur, where there are a few small pits of water (not real wells),
called deree; the distance from Kohareesir to this place is three kos, and the
soil a red gravel or hard kunkur. Two more hours’ riding at the rate of five
miles an hour over a good hard road, brought us to the commencement of a
sandy path over a wide grassy plain, which gradually became undulating dur-
ing two hours’ farther march. We then halted for half an hour (from 1h 50m
to 2h 20m A. M. on the 6th of April), and reached our camp at Nohur or Is-
lamgurh at 4h 55m A. M. A small tank lay near the road and was passed at
about 11 ». M. but we did not see it. The first 13 or 14 kos of the above
journey were in a direction about N. by W. L W. and the remaining portion was
about N.; 1 E. or the whole journey from camp Kohareesir in Jesulmer to canip
Islamgurh in the Desert, may be taken as twenty-three kos N. by W. We
travelled at the rate of about 41 miles or 5 miles an hour for the first five
hours, and 64 or 7 miles an hour for the last 21 hours. The baggage camels
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left Kohareesir at 5 p. M. and reached Islamgurh at 9 A. M., their rate of
walking being about 21 miles per hour.

A tent was pitched for us before our arrival in camp, but we preferred
taking up our quarters in the fort, where Lieutenant Mackeson had also found
house room during his journey to Jesulmer; and as soon as this wish was
made known, we were accommodated with a very comfortable set of rooms over
the main gate of the fort. Nohur or Islamgurh was an ancient possession of
the Bhatee family, who seem to have been dispossessed of it by the Daodpootra
chieftains in rather a summary manner : the fort is a very ancient structure,
built of small bricks, enclosing an area about eighty yards square, with very
lofty ramparts from 30 to 50 feet high, and a high gateway in the north-east
angle covered by a low outwork, close to which is a well, and there is another
well on the north side of the fort. There are numerous bastions in the north
and east faces, but scarcely any on the other two sides ; it has neither renee
nor ditch, and, in a military point of view, is disadvantageously situated in a
deep basin half a mile or three quarters of a mile in diameter, surrounded by
sandhills from fifty to eighty feet high, so that the few guns on its walls would
soon be silenced, as all the neighboring heights command the forf, and are
within range of field pieces. There are a few buildings in the interior and
some straggling houses outside, forming a mean village with one bunya’s shop.

We quitted Islamgurh on the evening of the 6th of April with the plea-
sant prospect of forty kos of Desert before us, but a tent was directed to be
pitched half way across the wilderness, and a large supply of water was
carried forward on camels, which enabled us to divide this long journey into
two stages, each averaging twenty kos. The baggage camels accomplished
the longer half of the journey (about 23 kucha kos), in 121 or 13 hours, our
own progress being just twice as quick, for we were only six and a half hours
on the road, though there were very heavy sandhills during the first half of the
journey ; but we afterwards fell in with a little hard ground. We left Nohur
or Islamgurh at 9 ». M.; halted from 1h 20m, to 1h 35m A. M., and reached
our place of encampment at 3h 40m A. M. on the 7th of April. The time
occupied by the loaded camels was from 91 P. M. to 9! or 10 A. M. which
was very fair travelling. The general direction was due north, or perhaps
N. 4 W. from Nohur to our tent in the Desert; and there is said to be a tank
13 miles north of this place and a little to the right of the road,

During the following night we fairly left the Desert behind us, and on
the morning of the 8th of April arrived at Khanpoor after a march of seven-
teen kos, which occupied us 6§ hours, for we lost our way within a short
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distance of that city, and became practically acquainted with the fertile soil of
Sind by wading for a good hour among swampy rice fields. The baggage
cattle however kept to the proper road, and accomplished their march in 12}
hours, completing the 63 kos from Kohareesir in three days. The total distance
is nearly a hundred miles, of which sixty miles are sandy, and there is a good
hard road for the first and last twenty miles on each side of the Desert.
Water is found at Dariwur, three kos north of Kohareesir, and at Moreed ka
kot, 12 or 14 kos (23 miles), from Khanpoor, but neither place is inhabited.
We quitted our last camp in the Desert at about 9h 45m p. M. and passed
Moreed ka kot at 10h 25m ; there being seven or eight wells at this place, which
is close to the borders of Sind, for we quite lost sight of the sandy hillocks at
about 11h 00m. We travelled at the rate of about six or seven miles an hour
for the first two and a half or three hours in a northerly direction, or perhaps
north by west, the first half of this distance being over a sandy country
undulating very little, and the latter half over a hard road through a bushy
plain. Here we gave our beasts the rein and ambled merrily along, singing
“as we went for want of thought,” or rather shouting out our songs to beguile
the time, until our friend the chief huntsman, who acted as guide, became
either so entranced with our melody, or else so bewildered with the noise we
made, that he quite forgot the road, and we lost our way about midnight, or
perhaps one o’clock in the morning, wandering about for an hour or so in a
north-westerly direction for perhaps five miles, until we reached a little village
called Bhoora ka Mudh at 1h 40m A. M.

Here we obtained a fresh guide, and immediately plunged into a series of
canals or small water cuts dug for the purposes of irrigation, which gave us
much trouble ; for the camels of Marwar being used to a sandy soil, are afraid
of water, and my sandnee shewed fight at the very first pool we came to.
The village guide who was on foot contrived to possess himself of my reins,
and there I was obliged to remain perched upon the lofty saddle, utterly help-
less, while my friend tugged away, until it seemed as though he would tear the
silver rings out of the camel’s nose ; all my bawling being in vain, for he did
not understand my Marwaree or Hindoosthanee, and I was equally ignorant of
his Punjabee dialect : fortunately we made our way through this slough of
despond without injury of any kind to the poor camel, which was a great
piece of good luck, We made our way through the swampy ground at the
rate of about one and a half miles an hour for perhaps three miles, passing
another little village inhabited by leel-gurs or indigo-makers, where we ob-
tained a fresh guide, but with some difficulty, as it required a few insinuating
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speeches from the chief native of our party, to persuade any one of these touchy
Moosulmans to quit his home at such a time of night on an errand that is only
performed in Upper India by the lowest cast of Hindoos, the guides being
almost invariably bhungees or sweepers. The road was hard but narrow for
the last two or three miles of our journey, passing across various small canals
by six or seven narrow wooden bridges that are not always kept in the best
repair: the first half of the swampy road was nearly due north for about three
miles, and thence about N. by W. all the way to camp, which was three fur-
longs north-west of the city of Khanpoor, our way lying through the bazar
and over a navigable canal.

I have been thus particular in detailing our march from the Jesulmer
frontier to Khanpoor, as it may be useful to know the times of passing from
one watering place to another, with the directions and distances between each.
The whole distance from Dariwar to Moreed ka kot, that is to say, the whole
breadth of the Desert, appears to be marked by a well defined camel track
running almost exactly north, so that there is little fear of losing the way as
long as the pole star remains visible ; and indeed one of the Sindees told me
that in crossing these wild regions they generally steered by this unerring
guide. Long and lofty ridges of sandhills follow each other in ceaseless suc-
cession as if an ocean of sand had been suddenly arrested in its progress, with
intervals of a quarter or half a mile, or even more between its gigantic billows;
for after ascending many hundred yards along a gradual slope, we would
suddenly come to a steep descent, when our path lay across the line of waves ;
and on other occasions we would perhaps move paraliel to them with a steep
wall of sand on one hand, and a gentle rise on the other. In other parts of
the Desert, however, the main features of the scene are much less distinctly
marked, particularly in the neighborhood of Buhawulpoor, where light sand-
drifts conceal the pathway, and change the appearance of the variousland-
marks so much, that one of our guides told us that at times he felt rather
frightened at not being able to find his way home, and this too when within
a short distance of his own village. Where the sand has become fairly settled
it is overrun with a considerable growth of grass and shrubs which tend still
more to bind the soil, and it seems probable that in course of time a consider-
able portion of this vast wilderness will become habitable.

It was a great and striking change when a single night’s march brought
us from this region of desolation into a land of running waters: green was
almost the only color that met the eye in an expanse of many miles; for where
the country was not covered with rice-fields or with crops of young wheat, it
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was clothed with that species of tamarisk called jhow or juhoo. Instead of
pitching our tents at Khanpoor we took up our quarters in a little temporary
dwelling that had been run up with posts and matting or sirkee-work for our
especial accommodation ; and its cool situation in a grassy meadow on the
bank of the navigable canal above mentioned, had the double advantage of
being very convenient for ourselves and for the local authorities too, as by
posting two or three people on the bridge they could cut off all communication
between us and the towns folks. Respectable people were continually sent to
us for the supply of all our wants and wishes, and we remained here several
days in a very comfortable manner.

As the Nuwab, more properly called the Khan, Buhawul Khan, happened
to be at Khanpoor during the time of our stay there, we paid our respects to
him on the evening of our arrival, the 8th of April, when he received
Lieutenant Mackeson cordially, and myself very civilly, though apparently in
ill health ; but on the following day I had a much better opportunity of seeing
this chief in full durbar, it being the great Moosulman festival called Eed.
The Khan and his principal sirdars went out at nine o’clock in the morning
to pray on the plain, where a tent was pitched to serve as an Eed-gak ; and
a square was formed round it by perhaps five hundred foot soldiers, some of
whom were clothed in uniform of red trowsers and caps with blue jackets.
The chief, whose personal appearance is rather prepossessing, and whose man-
ners are very engaging and much more dignified than those of the Hindoo Rajas
near him, was richly dressed with strings of fine pearls and very large emeralds
on his head and round his neck ; an enormous emerald set in gold acted as a
bazoo-bund or armlet ; and a rosary of pearls was in his hand with emerald
beads strung on it at intervals, as in those of the Roman Catholic church,
though the latter are seldom of such costly materials. His shield and gun
were both richly embossed with gold, and the ends of the poles of his open
litter were covered with silver ; the assembled crowd seemed to look upon him
with great respect, and in his progress he distributed alms among the poor.
A large concourse of people attended that part of the day’s ritual, which was
performed in the open air, and after the out-of-doors ceremonials were conclud-
ed, the whole royal cavalcade retired to his residence, when some fat-tailed or
doomba sheep and some goats were immediately slaughtered in commemoration
of the patriarch Abraham’s sacrifice, and a salute was fired while this took place.
The sirdars paid their respects and offered their congratulations to the Khan

upon this great feast, to which I added those of Lieutenant Mackeson, whLo
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was too unwell to be present, (though he had an interview with him the same
evening,) and after sitting in court for a few minutes I returned to camp.

Another ceremony took place on the 11th of April, but of a very different
nature, for a ‘“ cour plénire” was assembled to witness the delivery of a Fhu-
reeta from the Governor General, announcing his intended departure from
India, and forwarding a supplementary Treaty about the navigation of the Indus.
A salute was fired on this occasion, and the two battalions of sipahees, who
formed an avenue to the hall of audience, presented arms to Lieutenant Macke-
son as the bearer of the letter and treaty with the Supreme Government. We
had dismounted from our horses at the door of the inner court where they
were drawn up, and walked between their double ranks to the place where the
Khan was waiting to receive us. More than half of the Sipahees were
dressed in white uniforms with black accoutrements, like those of our local
battalions, and were armed with firelocks, having a band of drums and fifes, to
the music of which they march in very good time : the remainder of the foot-
guards, amounting to about two hundred men, wore the colored uniform
already described ; they were armed with matchlocks, and had native music
and colors. A detachment of the latter corps accompanied Lientenant Macke-
son to Jesulmer, and seemed to behave very satisfactorily. A Mr. Macpherson,
who has been for some years at this court, is employed to superintend the dis-
cipline of the regulars, but his rank or situation in life are, I believe, not such
as to give him a place among those who take their seats round the musnud of
the Khan, and I never saw him present at any of our numerous interviews
‘with the Doadpootra Chief. \

On approaching the hall of audience the Khan rose to receive us, and
seated Lieutenant Mackeson as usual on the embroidered carpet immediately
at his right hand, the second place being assigned to me; and on the
Governor General’s letter being presented, he raised it respectfully to his fore-
head before the seal was broken, and then perused its contents. The supple-
mentary treaty which accompanied, it related solely to the apportionment of
the toll to be raised upon boats in order to secure a fair share to each of the
Rulers whose territories lie on the banks of the Indus, the Punjnud, the Gha-
ra, or the Sutluj: the total amount of toll to be levied in any instance having
already been fixed by the original treaty. However interesting the navigation
of the Indus and its tributary rivers may appear in theory, it does not as'yet
seem to have done much good in practice, and the first British officer who
applied for leave to proceed that way, was refused permission to do so; the
influence of Captain Wade, the Political Agent at Loodhiana, brought about
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the freighting and despatching four boat-loads of goods from that place to
Shikarpoor in 1833 ; and about the time of my visit to Buhawulpoor, nearly
two years after the above affair, two or three boats were waiting to be
despatched on a similar trip ; but though the exertions of an individual may
force a small quantity of traffic into this channel, the dealers to whom I spoke
on the subject seem quite at a loss to know what profit they are to derive
from it: indeed so little trade is there in this line that during our voyage up
the whole length of the river Punjoud from Mithun Kot to Ooch, I do not
remember to have seen a single boat, except those at the ferries or a few appa-
rently empty ones lying near the confluence of the five rivers. The people at
Buhawulpoor were very anxious to know what kind of goods could be shipped
for Bombay with any chance of profit—but I am running ahead of my journal,
and must come back to the point where this digression commenced.

On the 12th of April, the day following the receipt of the treaty, we
again visited the Khan for the purpose of taking our leave, as he had been
remarkably civil to us during the four days we remained at Khanpoor. This
was natural enough in regard to Lieutenant Mackeson, with whom he was well
acquainted, aund for whomn he had a high respect ; but in my own case, being an
uninvited guest, his real kindness and courtesy was the more unexpected, and
consequently the more welcome. On leaving his Court with the expectation
of not meeting him again, (in which we were, however, agreeably disappointed,)
he directed one of his most respectable people, the old Hindoo Deewan who
accompanied Lieutenant Mackeson to Jesulmer, to go with me whithersoever
I might wander throughout his country, to provide supplies for the camp, and
act as mehmandar or protector of the stranger, which office he filled until our
arrival at Ahmudpoor.

Previous to leaving Khanpoor we rode through the city to obtain a better
view of it than we had been able to do when passing hastily along the bazar
on the morning of our arrival, but in reality there is little worth seeing at this
Place. It is rather a mean-looking city of four thousand houses, on the south
bank of the navigable canal called IkAtiarwak, with a ruinous old mud fort,
two hundred yards long and a hundred and twenty yards broad at its north-
west side: few of the houses are built of masonry, but there is a tolerable
market place running north .and south, dividing the town into two parts, and
it has a pretty good street running across its northern extremity ; both of these
bazars are partly roofed so as to exclude the sun, which is a great convenience
to the public, though the thatching is very flimsy, and its height above the
ground only sufficient for horsemen, but not allowing a camel man to ride
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under it without much difficulty. The fish-market is admirably supplied, and
brings a trifling profit to Government, being farmed out to individuals who
purchase the monopoly for a few hundred roopees annually. There are
numerous wells in the town with water very near the surface, varying from
ten to eighteen cubits, but it is brackish and apparently unwholesome ; fortu-
nately for them the inhabitants are now pretty independent on this score, as
the Ikhtiarwak brings down a supply from the Punjnud which has never
failed of late, though in former years the canal used occasionally to run dry.
The large musjid in the city is said to have been built about thirty years ago
(in the Hindoo Sumbut 1852), by the old Khan, Buhawul Khan, grandfather
of the present Nuwab. The Khan’s dwelling house lies a little to northward
of the city, and is a mere shikar-gak or hunting seat, a temporary place of
residence, surrounded by a thin mud wall, where he occasionally spends a few
days ; but his principal abode is at Dilawur in the Desert, or at a place called
Dera, near Ahmudpoor.
March to Mithun We quitted Khanpoor early in the morning of the 13th of April, and
Kot and passage of . . .
the river Indus.  Inade a march of eighteen kos or twenty-seven miles over, a bad road in a
north-westerly direction by way of Jujwa, Ghanspoor, and Chackra to Mithun
Kot in Runjeet Singh’s territory, on the right bank of the Sind or Indus river.
Our journey was performed on camels, and occupied six hours, including the
passage of the river, which alone occupied nearly an hour and a half, including
the delay occasioned in getting my unwilling camel to take his place in the
ferry boat. We left Khanpoor at 3h 10m A. M. ; crossed a dry canal 4h 00m ;
crossed a bridge over the Jkhtiarwak at 4h 30m, the canal running about S. S.
W., and at 4h 40m we arrived at Jujwa, a large village with 40 Bunyas, distant
six kos north-west from Khanpoor, and two kos north-east from Ikhtiar kee
Gurhee, with a considerable village named Khaesir, one kos on its W. N. W,
side. We passed a small village with much swampy ground in its neighbor-
hood at 5h 00m A. M. and at 6h 00m, after riding five very short kos from
Jujwa, we reached Ghanspoor, a small town of three hundred houses, where
Lieutenant Mackeson formerly remained for several days. while settling some
of the numerous disputes that are brought under his arbitration; for both
Sawun Mul, the Hakim of Mooltan, who is Runjeet Singh’s Lieutenant Governor
on the west bank of the Indus, and the Khan, Buhawul Khan, who has such
an enormous extent of territory on its eastern bank, seem to be equally ready
to employ his good offices in keeping the peace between their respective subjects;
and thus he does the State some valuable service, independent of his more
ostensible duties as Agent for the navigation of the Indus. We crossed the
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dry bed of a large canal at 6h 30m A. M., and at '7h 00m reached Chackra, a
village of, perhaps, sixty houses, (distant four kos north-west from Gliouspoor,)
and in ten minutes more we dismounted at the left bank of the Sind, which
noble river was not crossed until 8h 30m ; and at 9h 05m A. M. we reached
Mithun Kot, which is three miles or two kos beyond its right bank. At the
place where we crossed the Indus. almost immediately below its junction with
the Punjnud, its stream is 2047 yards, or nearly a mile and a quarter in
breadth, at a place where its width was unbroken either by islands or sand-
banks. The banks are very low and the water very muddy, having just
begun to rise from the melting of the snows at its sources, nor is the stream
of very great depth, except in the main channel ; but with all these drawbacks
it is a magnificent sheet of water, a very prince of rivers, and ought in due
time to be well worth the trouble that our Government are taking in opening
its navigation to all the world.

On arriving at Mithun Kot we were accommodated with quarters in the

largest house in the town, which was emptied in a hurry, the cooking of the K

Sirdar’s dinner being still in progress in one of the side rooms when we took
Possession of the central ball. This house was buiit by a Kaxee, and is a very
fair specimen of the architecture of this part of the country. Though timbers
are only procurable from a great distance and at a considerable expense, (as may
be inferred from Lieutenant Mackeson having to pay thirty roopees for asingle
mast for his large boat,) yet are there two very large rooms in this house, the
beams of which are of great span, and the ceilings richly ornamented ; though
the lower room (for it is a two-storied edifice), is converted into something
very like a hay-chamber, and horses are stalled in the broad verandah, the roof
of which forms a terrace to the upper hall. From the broad summit of the
house is obtained a fine view of the surrounding country, the western horizon
being cut off abruptly by the Sooleman range of mountains, which give a
pleasing variety to the general flatness of the landscape, and a similar effect is
produced, though in a smaller degree, by the high woody villages of the Vurg,
Gumbheer, Gopang, &c. on the banks of the Indus, or of the Punjnud, the
mouth of which river is distinctly marked as it pours its waters into the larger
stream, between Gumbheer and Muhar, the latter village being close to east-
ward of their confluence. The little city of Mithun Kot, which barely
contains twelve hundred houses, Jies closely packed round the foot of the
Kazee’s dwelling ; and the cantonment of the Chevalier Ventura, who for

sometime governed this district, lies apart in the low grounds about half a
mile to the north-westward.
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v fgsition of the The town of Mithun Kot is not likely to be of much commercial import~
' ance for many years, though its commanding position at the confluence of all
the rivers of the Punjab, as seen in the map, gives it an apparent advantage
which will hardly bear the scrutiny of close examination, so greatly is it
diminished by the peculiar localities of the place. Its situation indeed is very
unfavorable, as it is quite surrounded by water when the river rises, and the
only high ground belonging to it is already covered with houses, sa that there
is little or no room for farther improvement without a great outlay of capital.
So greatly is the want of elbow-room felt when the river is in flood, that the
inhabitants, who at other times of the year usually resort to some distant spot
for unmentionable purposes, are at this season compelled to perform those
offices so close to the houses that an intense stench is the result : nor does this
evil admit of a ready remedy, for the waters, which so closely girdle the town,
have barely any perceptible motion, seeming rather to belong to some stagnant
lake, than to a mighty running stream. The present distance of the town from
the bank of the main river is just two and a half miles by my measurement,
but there is a creek or narrow branch of the Indus running close under the
east side of the town, which might be made navigable for boats.

fI“rti}imdl a«}:{qnduc} Sawun Mul, the intelligent Hakim of Mooltan, who succeeded Monsieur
o e m o . . . . . . *ye
Mooltan, Ventura in the government of this district, has acted very liberally in aiding

the views of the British Government, by greatly diminishing the duties usually
levied upon the principal articles of commerce, and by attempting to transfer
to Mithun Kot the mercantile dep6t or mart formerly established at Asnee, an
inland town lying twenty short kos or thirty miles north-west from Mithun
Kot. This worthy governor was so busily employed in beating back, with all
his disposable forces, a tribe of mountaineers, who had made their descent into
the plains, that he could not leave his head-quarters at Hurund, near the foot of
the Sooleman range, to have an interview with Lieutenant Mackeson ; bLut he
sent strict orders to his kamdars or agents to pay every attention to us during
our stay at Mithun Kot, which injunctions were implicitly fulfilled during the
three days we remained there; and, in addition to the other civilities of these
local officers, (one of whom was a Sikh and the other a Hindoo,) they offered
me the usual present of five hundred roopees as a compliment upon entering
Runjeet Singh’s country, which was of course refused.

. p,e}}mﬁon of Previous to our quitting Khanpoor, Lieutenant Mackeson had directed his
t i . i
boats for & trip to boats, which were Iying at Mukhun-bela ghat near Ooch, to drop down the

river as far as Mithun Kot, in order that we might have the option of pursuing
our journey to the northward either by land or by water, as might be found
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most convenient. On determining to adopt the latter course, our camp-
followers were directed to march up the east bank of the Punjnud as far as
Ooch, and to meet us at the ghat near that city, which they accomplished in
about the same time that it took us to perform the journey by water. The
boats reached Mithun Kot on the 15th April, and were immediately prepared
for our reception, the accommodation boat, or bujra, as it would be called on
the Ganges, being the same one that was formerly used by Captain Wade. The
hull was simply formed of one of those wall-sided flat-bottomed boats, which
are in common use on the river Ravee, and by covering it with a light roof, six
feet above the floor, and closing the sides and ends with venetian blinds, a
spacious and very comfortable cabin was constructed fully twenty feet in
length, and nearly half that breadth. The roof was of course fashioned like
a deck, and afforded a most pleasant place for enjoying cool air after the heat
of the day, when the south-west wind came sweeping up the broad bosom of
the river, and drove us up against its stream with a full swelling sail. The
cooking boat was nearly as large as our own, and a third vessel accompanied
us, on board which were our Sindee friends.

The description of boat on which we were embarked, being without a
keel and flat-bottomed, would naturally draw but little water ; and the want
of a keel was in a great measure compensated by the perpendicularity of her
sides, so that we frequently sailed, even with a wind very nearly abeam, so
close to the lee-shore that people could with ease step from the gunwale on to
the bank, which was occasionally just on a level with it. It may be consider-
ed tedious to detail the particulars of our trip, but it may nevertheless be done
in the hope of being useful some time or another, when the navigation of these
rivers shall become a little more common. We took a friendly farewell of our
kind entertainers at Mithun Kot, and leaving the town on the morning of the
16th of April, (when the thermometer was only 72° at day-break,) spent the
whole of the forenoon at the ghat while the boats were being made ready ;
and we ascertained that the stream, which set slightly upon this bank, only
ran at the rate of 1380 yards, or little more than three quarters of a mile
per hour.

Every necessary arrangement being at last completed, the boats were cast
off from the right bank of the Indus at 112h A. M. or a quarter before twelve
o’clock on the 16th April, and having got into a fair channel, we set sail about
Boon with a fine light breeze from the south-west, which carried us up to the
mouth of the Punjoud at 1 p. M., after entering which river we steered
eastward and were abreast of Gumbheer, on the west bank, at 2 ». 3. We
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passed Kehl on the left bank at 2h 25m., and Gopang, on the right bank, at 2}
P. M., at which time the wind was S. S. W, aud our course East, going nearly
seven miles an hour through the water, and 4} or 5 miles an hour past the
land ; the thermometer stood at 95°. At 2h 40m we came to a point which
forced our head to lie S. E. and 8. S. E. for a few minutes, making no way
against the heavy current which set round the point at the rate of about five

miles an hour; so we took to tracking, and had to continue at this tedious

work for nearly an hour. The tow-rope was cast off at 3h 40m p. M. with
the boat’s head N. E. which soon fell off to north and N. by E., bringing us
again abreast of Gopang (but in the upper reach of the river), at 33 . M.
After passing this place we continued our course nearly due east, passing
Bagho on the left bank at 5 . M ; soon after which we again had recourse to
the track-rope, gradually rounding up and creeping along the left bank, until
we gained a northerly course, and brought up for the night at 6h 45m p. M.
abreast of Shidhanee, a large village, four kos east of the river’s bank. The
total day’s run, or rather the distance performed since noon, was about fifteen
kos by water, or perhaps nine kos by land.

On the 17th of April we again cast off our boats, starting at 5h 55m
P. M. with a fine south-westerly breeze, and ran a northerly and N. E. course
until 7 A. 3., when the winding of the Punjnud brought the boat’s head due
south, and we could only proceed by tracking. A village on the left bank,
called Duria Khan ka Mudh, was passed at 7Th 20m ; and at 8h 13m we passed
another village on the left bank, called Bukhoo ka Mudh, whence we turned
up into an easterly course. We passed the outlet of a small dry water
course at 8h 45m. The boat’s head then lying S. E.; and in this position we
put to for breakfast at 9 A. M. at the upper opening of the navigable canal
called Ikhtiar-wah, which runs to Jujwa, Khanpoor, &c. The village of Chou-
han lies close above its outlet, on the left bank, being twelve kos north of
Jujwa or Jujja, and fourteen kos from Khanpoor. We cast of again from the
bank at 9} a. M., and, hoisting the sail, made our way against the stream about
east by north, gradually coming round to a northerly course, in a channel
varying from } mile to % mile in width. At 11h 20m a white dome in the
village of Purara on the right bank bore N. N. W. distant about three miles,
and the village of Oodur on the left bank about S. E. by E. distant 1} miles.
Here the wind failed us, and we made very slow progress by tracking, the
village of Oodur only bearing S. by E. at noen, our course being N. E. and
the village one mile off. We ran aground at 12h 10m, but soon floated again,
and continued our course to north-eastward until 12h 48m, when we turned
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more north and even north-westward, being obliged to use poles, (or Zugees,
as the Indian boatmen would call them,) as well as the track-rope to enable us
to get on. At 2 p. M. we were still tracking, but in a N. N. E. direction and
at the east side of the main stream which runs W. S, W, and is about three
quarters of a mile wide. At 2h 40m we passed something like a nala, whose
outlet was from the left bank of the Punjnud, and at 31 p. M. were abreast of
Khanpoor, a large village on the right bank, bearing W. N. W, distant two
miles. At 3h 40m P. M we passed Ghazee ka Thool on the left bank, one
mile E. 8. K. of us, and close above the village was the outlet of a nala leading
to Humza ka Thool. A light breeze sprung up at 4h 15m, and we sailed for
a few minutes toward the north-east, but took to tracking again at 4h 45m.
We passed Ahmud Machee on the right bank at 5h 10m, and put to at 6h 15m
P. M. on the right or west bank, one kos below Khangurh, which is four or
five miles south-west of the town of Seetpoor, which lies a little inland, and
is celebrated for its mango groves.

The Kamdar of this place, being warned of Lieutenant Mackeson’s
approach, came out to meet him at the place where our boats brought to for
the night, and directed a party of soldiers to keep guard all night at the water
side, that no accidents might happen to us on Runjeet Singh’s, his master’s, side
of the river, for the opposite bank belongs to Buhawul Khan, and skirmishes
used occasionally to take place between the inhabitants of the two countries,
At the time when Buhawul Khan held in farm nearly the whole Dooab between
Mooltan and Mithun Kot, or rather between the Indus and the Punjnud, the
district of Seetpoor was of course under the dominion of the Daodpootra chief,
and the old Hindoo Deewan, Kasee Ram, who accompanied us from Khanpoor,
acted as a Kamdar at Seetpoor ; but when possession of all the territory on
the other side of the river was resumed by the Sikh king, Buhawul Khan was
obliged to give up these lucrative districts, and confine himself to his own
country on the east bank of the river, so the old Deewan was of course thrown
out of employment with the rest of Buhawul Khan’s employés.

On the 18th of April we started from our resting place below Khangurh
at 5h 25m A. M. with just breeze enough to cross over to the left bank of the
river, where we commenced tracking § but the wind fortunately freshened from
the south west, and by 7h 40 a. M. ran us up as high as Seetpoor, which
town is three miles from the right bank of the Punjnud, the river being half a
mile wide, and our course N. E. We passed a small village called Ghoolam
Rusool, situated on high ground on the left bank, at 8h 05m. and at 8h 45m
passed the ghat of Seetpoor, which is provided with passage boats for crossing
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the river. As the breeze stiffened, we passed Alum Ghaib kee Bustee, on the
right bank, at 9h 30m, running E. N. E, but the wind fell suddenly at 9h 45m,
so we took to tracking for about half an hour. We passed the mouth of a
canal called Biharee on the left bank at 10h 20m, and caught a fresh breeze,
which carried us up to Mukhun-bela Ghat at 11 A. M. ; and we here finished
our voyage, this place being abreast of the city of Ooch, which is two kos
distant from the left bank of the Punjnud, about 4 kos below the confluence of
the rivers Ghara and Trimab, as the river of Mooltan is called.

This custom of giving a new name to a large river after the confluence of
two or more of its principal streaws, instead of bestowing on the joint waters
the name of their principal tributary, seems to be attended with some incon-
venience, andis not usually practised in Hindoosthan. The Bunas and many
other considerable streams which fall into the Chumbul all lose their names on
joining the latter river, which, however, retains its own name until it falls into
the Jumna; and the Jumna again after receiving the Chumbul, (which is fully
equal to itself in size, and has even a longer course,) remains unchanged in
title until it falls into the still holier Gunga; but even the union of these two
noble rivers leads to no other result than that the appellation of the larger
one is conferred on them both, as they roll on in one bed for many hundred
miles. With respect to the rivers of the Punjab, however, the case is very
different, not one of thein retaining its name after falling in with another river
nearly of its own size. If their courses are followed in regular order, it will
be found that the Sutluj, which passes Loodhiana, and the Beyah which runs
near Unritsir, lose both of their names after forming a junction at Feerozpoor,
and bear the name of Ghara until they meet the other rivers of the Punjab.
The Ravee that washes the walls of Lahor, the ruddy Chinab which far exceeds
the former, and the Jelum whose sources are in Kashmeer, all mix their waters
in a single channel before they reach Mooltan, and are called Trimab by way
of noting their triple alliance ; by this name they are known, until the Ghara
meets them at Ooch, and by adding its two tributaries to the former three,
earns for the whole the appropriate title of Punjnud, or “the five rivers,”
which, after a brief course of sixty miles is again swallowed up by the all-
absorbing Sind.

On the evening of our arrival at Mukhun-bela, Lieutenant Mackeson
quitted the boats and made a long night march by way of Qoch and Khoorm-
poor to Ahmudpoor, which is distant twelve kos from the river-side, and which
is his general place of residence as well as that of the Khan, Buhawul Khan ;
Buhawulpoor being only the nominal capital of this country, though in reality



63

the largest city it contains. I was obliged to remain two or three days longer
at the ghat, for the days were so dusty and the nights so cloudy that I had
some difficulty in making the astronomical observations that were required for
ascertaining the geographical position of this place, and in taking the angles
necessary for connecting these observations with some conspicuous point in the
city of Ooch. While thus waiting until the weather cleared up, for the nights
were generally very stormy, I was tempted by the fine expanse of water and
lively breeze to take a sail in the pretty little cutter that lay at the ghat; but
there was barely water enough to prevent even this tiny vessel from running
aground without fetching a circuit to gain the main stream. The appearance
of this part of the river is rather singular, the red waters of the Chinab
coming down in a dark-colored mass that forms a striking contrast to the
paler waters of the Ghara; but the latter are considered far less wholesome
and so high is the repute in which the former stream is held, that Lieutenant
Mackeson not only obtains a constant supply of it for his own use at Ahmud-
poor, but even carried a considerable quantity across the desert of Jesulmer.
Having finished the work which detained me in the neighborhood of
Ooch, I quitted Mukhun-bela Ghat on the morning of the 21st of April, and
completed the twelve kos to Ahmudpoor in less than three hours upon a
camel. Poor old Deewan Kasee Ram, who accompanied me on this trip, while
endeavouring to keep ahead of the long-paced dromedary, met with an acci-
dent that might have done him much mischief, for the little horse on which he
rode came suddenly down with him, and he fell on the hard road, but fortu-
nately without sustaining any injury. We left the river side at 2h 55m a. M.

and made our way over a bad road through corn fields to Ooch, which is three.

very short kos or 41 miles S. E. of the ghat; this part of the journey occu-
Pying us nearly an hour, though we made no stay at Qoch. This is a very
ancient city of about two thousand houses, with a covered bazar, from which
the idea of roofing the market place at Khanpoor may perhaps have been
borrowed : the most remarkable objects, however, at this place,—at least the
most worthy of notice in the eyes of its Moosulman inhabitants,—are the
shrines of its five Mohummudan saints who are of Saiud descent ; that is to
say, of their Prophet’s own lineage, and are held in great repute, the principal
one of the five appearing to be the martyred saint Peer Shah Shuheed Julala (?)
who came originally from Balkh, or from Bokhara. We found a pretty good
road from OQoch, running about E. S. E. for the first five kos, as far as
Kl'loormpoor, and the remaining five kos about S. E. by E., there being much
thin jungul of tamarisk all the way to Ahmudpoor, where we arrived at 5h
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40m, having left Ooch at about 8h 40m, and passed Khoormpoor (a village of
fifty houses) at 4h 45m a. M.

On arriving at Ahmudpoor we were pleased to find that the Khan had
also come hither from Khanpoor, so that we saw a good deal of him during
the ten days that I remained at this place. The Khan’s dwelling is at a place
called Dera, about three miles south-east of Ahmudpoor, and just within the
limits of the sandy desert which comes within a kos of the city, and may al-
most be said to be divided from it by the Kootubwah canal, which brings
down the waters of the river Ghara from a place twenty miles N. N. E. of
Ahmudpoor. Various small cuts are made from this canal, from which still
smaller branches again strike off, so that the whole country in their neighbor-
hood may be irrigated with very little labor. Some of these small streams
afford a supply of water to the Khan’s cantonment at Dera, and other
branches run close to Lieutenant Mackeson’s house, which is 2 mile and a half
westward from the city. As the whole country is intersected by these cats,
we had several little bridges to cross whenever we visited the Khan ; our usual
proceeding on which occasions was to ride over early in the morning while the
air was yet cool, and return in the native carriages which he kindly lent us
for this purpose. They were each four-wheeled vehicles drawn by two horses,
the body being shaped like that of a ruff, and canopied in the same way ;
the body was subject to the quantity of shaking usually endured in conveyances
of this kind, but we found them very convenient, and far preferable to riding
in the hot sun for four miles: they brought us this distance in fifty-two
minutes, at a gentle trot of about 44 miles per hour.

As the Khan’s residence at Ahmudpoor is generally of much longer dura-
tion than at Khanpoor, so the buildings that we observed there were of a
much more permanent character than those at the latter place. Yet even at
Dera there was the same absence of mere show, with the same appearance of
real dignity which struck me so forcibly in our former interviews with the
Khan : he had no canopy of crimson velvet supported on silver or gilt staves
like the Raja of Beekaner, nor like the latter did he ever spring up from his
throne and prostrate himself on the ground, heedless of our presence, when the
time for evening prayer arrived: Buhawul Khan, on the contrary, used to
prefer sitting out of doors on an open terrace, where a floor-cloth was spread
under the shady side of his house, with no other canopy than the sky; and
thus he would remain talking to us by the hour together, with his Sirdars all
squatted in a double row, like a lane, along the edges of the carpet, and two
or three of his most favored attendants sitting close in front with their faces
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turned towards him. Should we happen to be with him in the evening about
prayer time, we received a gentle hint as to the necessity of his withdrawing
for the performance of his devotions; and he did not appear to be particularly
bigotted in his notions, for one of the handsomest faces to be seen in his
durbar was that of a Jew, who took his seat among the various persons
Mohumudans and Hindoos, who composed the Court, without appearing to
excite any particular sensation among them.

As long as we remained at Khanpoor we had been pitched within less
than half a mile of the Khan’s place of abode, and he used to send a train of
hot dishes, both morning and evening, by way of supplying us with breakfast
and dinner, At Ahmudpoor, however, the distance was so much greater as
to risk the spoiling of his choice cookeries in their transit from the kitchen to
our table, so he very considerately sent up a part of his * batterie de cuisine”
into our more immediate neighborhood, that our provant might not lose its
flavor on the road. Stewed quails, poolacos, koftas, kuleea, (i. e. curry) of
various kinds, plum stews, Zulwa, vermicelli, preparations of apples, &c. came
pouring in upon us in such abundance, that we should have been glad to cry
“ hold, enough !” were it not uncivil to refuse these marks of attention from the
Khan, which were meant to show his good-will toward the stranger ; and I was
the more gratified at this friendly conduct, as on a former occasion Lieutenants
Baker and Durand, of the Bengal Engineers, were obliged to turn back from
Ahmudpoor to Hansee when endeavouring to make their way to the Indus.
Another civility on the part of the Khan was the sending to us on the day of
the Bukree Eed, one of the huge doomba sheep that had been sacrified at that
festival, and no pains seemed to have been spared in fattening up the animal,
who was a monster in his way : this happened at Khanpoor, and, fortunately,
the weather was so fine that we did not suffer much from this unusual
gormandizing ; for though civility and curiosity when combined, might tempt
us to taste more of these rich dishes than would have been prudent, yet the
sudden alteration of the climate of Jesulmer to that of Sind, or, in other words,
a fall of the thermometer from 111° to 64° in the space of a few days may
have prevented our being carried off by a surfeit, in humbly imitating the
great Dugald Dalghetty, who always laid in beforehand a supply of vivers
sufficient for three days’ consumption.

The house which has been built at Ahmudpoor by the Khan, Buhawul
Khan, for the residence of Lieutenant Mackeson, is a good substantial edifice
in the European style, containing two suites of rooms, besides a large centre
hall, and has only cost about three thousand roopees,a considerable part of
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which was required for timbering the flat roof, and the lime seemed also to be
rather an expensive article. Until this building was prepared, Lieutenant
Mackeson was accommodated with rooms in the city, but the houses there are
so very indifferent, that he was soon glad to quit the first of his temporary
places of residence, and occupied a small bungla in the middle of a fine large
garden belonging to the Khan, situated on the north side of Ahmudpoor. In-
convenient as this little cottage might be as a permanent place of abode, it was
preferable to the hot dusty brick-house in which he first took up his quarters,
for the large trees of the garden afforded a pleasant shade, and it is rendered
tolerably cool by being supplied with canal-water.

Ahmudpoor is a considerable city, inferior only to Buhawulpoor, and lies
on rather low ground on the west bank of the large canal called Kootub-wah,
as before-mentioned ; but this advantage is very much dimiuished by the large
quantity of ZAulur sumeen, or unproductive salt ground in its neighborhood ;
and there is much jungul of jukoo or tamarisk, comumonly called jhon, which
is rather a worthless shrub. The site of the old town is to southward of the
present city, which contains something less than five thousand houses, and has a
good bazar running north and south, with two or three other pretty good streets
branching off to the eastward, one of them leading to the Buhawulpoor road,
and another of them to Dera. On the west side of the bazar, close to the
main street, is a large musjid or mosque, whose white meenars and domes are
the most conspicuous objects in the city. On the north side are some good
gardens, and to the westward is an old mud fort about 150 yards long, and 120
yards wide, the walls of which appear to be very thin, and are from twenty
to twenty-four feet high. There is a small cantonment close to the south-
westward of the town, and on passing the parade ground in the morning we
generally found several squads of sipahees at their drill, which was regulated
in the European manner, and with English words of command. The city
has rather a mean appearance from the exceeding lowness of the houses, whichk
looked still lower from being flat-roofed, and the shops are small with little
pent-houses that barely project two feet ; nor do they appear to advantage
after seeing the freestone chujjas or caves which shelter the shops in other
cities, for the pent-houses of Ahmudpoor appear to be of wood, occasionally
smeared with clay. There seem to be no manufactures of any notoriety, and
the water and air do not agree with foreigners, who are said to complain of
loss of appetite and indigestion, which is not surprising when even the town’s-
people look sickly. There is another town of the same name near the wes‘ern
extremity of the Daodpotra country, but the latter is generally called Ahmud-
poor Summa, to distinguish it from the city above described.
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I paid my farewell visit to the Khan, Buhawul Khan, oun the 29th of
April, and as the custom of receiving presents at this Court is not yet exploded,
so an exchange of parting gifts took place in a manner that partook more of
the European method of exchanging souvenirs, than the oriental style of dving
such things. The Khan’s officers had carried over to Jesulmer a packet of
embroidered and other handsome stuffs as a present for Lieutenant Trevelyan,
and on leaving Khanpoor a little bale of cloth was in like manner brought to
me ; but on quitting Ahmudpoor the Khan produced his own pet rifle with
which he had killed many a deer, and sent it to me as a farther token of his
good-will. The barrel was of Sind manufacture, composed of thirteen pistol
barrels beaten up and welded together, the muzzle being wrought into the
figure of an alligator’s head : the stock is of a very dark wood, very short,
exceedingly thin in the grasp, and spreading out into a very broad but thin
butt. A large coil of slow match is wound neatly about the stock just behind
the breech of the gun, and is covered by a chintz cloth, round which are cast
several folds of colored tape, and an additional leather strap to keep the whole
coil secure. A leather sling lies under the barrel: a little flap, primed with
wax, secures the pan from damp, and additional protection is afforded to the
priming by an exceedingly neat kind of lock-cover, which app:ars to be formed
of horse-hair stitched in between thin leather, and bound with green morocco
or kid-skin, being entirely the work of Buhawul Khan’s own hands. The
whole of the mountings of this curious rifle are of silver, and a pow.ler flask
of black leather (exactly the shape of a chemist’s retort,) stamped with emboss-
ed patterns and mounted with silver, accompanied the gift, as also a powder
measure of buffalo horn and a bullet-mould: on both of the latter were
engraved the words “ Kilan walee,” denoting that it belonged to th: large gun,
though its ball is not near so large as that of a carbine. A double barrelled
percussion fowling piece, with a few other articles, including a brace of pistols,
sent by Lieutenant Trevelyan, remained with the Khan as a slight memorial
of our visit to the Indus and its neighborhood.

I quitted Ahmudpoor at midnight on the 30th of April, or rather at one
o’clock in the morning on the Ist of May, and after taking a long farewell of
my most kind host, Lieutenant Mackeson, wandered forth alone in sober anti-
cipation of having to cross the Great Desert at the most inclement season of
?he year ; eight days or nine at the utmost remained for the completion of a
Journey of more than two hundred miles, as I had engaged to meet Lieutenant
Trevelyan at Girrajsir (on the houndary between Jesulmer and Beekaner,) by
the 9th of May ; and as about 150 miles of my intended route might be con-
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sidered to _be within limits of the desert, the trip was likely to be rather an
uncomfortable one. One of the Nuwab's kamdars, named Durgahee Khan, was
directed to escort me to Buhawulpoor, and my old acquaintance the chief hunts-
man, (named Saleh Mohumud) and a respectable Daodpotra of the Khan’s
family were deputed to take farther charge of me as far as the Beekaner
frontier. Orders were sent to the governors of such forts as lay in the road,
to furnish me with comfortable quarters within their walls ; and, in short, no-
thing seemed left undone by the Khan that would serve to
“ Welcome the coming, spced the parting guest.”

Among other of his friendly acts, I ought not to omit mentioning, that
during our stay at Ahmudpoor, two of my watches, which had both received
damage on the road, were put into thorough repair by the Khan’s watch-ma-
ker, a very skilful workman, residing at Buhawulpoor, and son of the clever old
artist, mentioned by Mr. Elphinstone. The son seems to equal his father in
talent, and has constructed some curious time-pieces, one of which is in the
possession of Lieutenant Mackeson, and considerably resembles that of Jona-
than Oldbuck, in size and color : its case is of the old construction, (i. e. un-
like the modern hunting-watches,) and its face has a double graduation, indi-
cating both the hours according to English reckoning, and the glhurees by
which all Oriental nations compute their time, the latter being marked with
Arabic numerals, which serve to point out the times appointed for the five
daily prayers, enjoined in the code of Mohumud. As a farther guide to all
good Moosulmans, two circular cavities are sunk in the dial plate, in each of
which is a small magnetic piece of iron, fashioned into the shape of a blue pi-
geon, the wings of which being outspread, point in the direction of the meri-
dian, the body of the bird by which they are connected being balanced upon a
pivot ; and the head is colored red, so as to act as a kiblu-nooma, or guide to
Mecca, in the direction of which city * the faithful” are required to prostrate
themselves. Judging from the depth of the barrel of this watch, the main-
spring must be rather a broad one ; there is no fusee, as the barrel is furnished
with teeth, which take directly into the train of works without the interven-
tion of a chain and spiral snail, the compensating power of the latter being
perhaps made up by tapering away the mainspring, or filing it gradually thinner
to one of its extremities. There was, I think, a maintaining power added to
keep it going while being wound up; and it was upon the whole a piece of
workmanship highly creditable to the native artist.

I mounted my camel for the purpose of quitting Ahmudpoor very early
on the morning of 1st May, as already mentioned, aund marched twenty kos
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north-east, over a bad road to Buhawulpoor, the march being accomplished in
five and a half hours, as follows. We left Lieutenant Mackeson’s house at 1h
03m a. M, reached the beginning of Ahmudpoor at 1h 20m, and the end of the
city at 1h 85m: crossed the Kootub-wah canal by a bridge at 2h 00m, and
passed a small village close to the left of the road, named Husun Wahee, at
about 3h 05m. We arrived at a viilage called Noorpoor at 3h 25m, where
we remained for a few minutes, and shortly afterwards made a regular halt for
twenty minutes, for the performance of morning prayer, at a well where a
Sukeer had established himself close to the side of the road. We reached this
spot at 4h 35m A. M. and left it again at 4h 55m, passing a %hangalk or shrine
with a village at 5h 55m, and another village, called Must Khan kee Bustee,
at 6h 10m. At 6h15m we crossed a canal over which isa brick bridge of three
arches. We entered the south gate of Buhawulpoor at 6h 30m, and passing
through a part of the city, reached the Khan’s house at about 6h 33m a. M.

The road from Ahmudpoor to Buhawulpoor is much cut up by artificial
water-courses, which are mostly dry at this time of the year, and on both sides
of the way are numerous corn-fields, but there is also a large quantity of ta-
marisk jungul. For the first two kos after leaving Ahmudpoor, or rather af-
ter crossing the first bridge above noted, the road runs up the left bank of the
canal called Kootub-wah, after leaving which it runs north-eastward across the
low-lands forming the valley of the Ghara river, on its eastern bank; this
kind of low-land in Upper India is generally called khadir, perhaps from the
word khad, meaning manure, as such ground is liable to inundation when the
river is in flood, and within the influence of the rich fertilizing slime generally
deposited on such occasions. After crossing the large canal at the brick bridge
which is three kos from Buhawulpoor, the road runs up the left bank of the same
for half a kos, exhibiting a curious appearance, for immediately on the east
side is much Jahoo jungul, with numerous sandhills, being in fact the edge of
the Great Desert, which runs so closely in upon the canal, that there is, in some
places, barely room for two carts to pass each other between the hillocks of
sand and the running water, so that the road becomes a positive boundary be-
tween the Rolee or wilderness, and the Sird or petherlands, by which term is
to be understood all the ground near the banks of a river where water is found
close to the surface, even though the soil be not liable to inundation.

I remained three days at Buhawulpoor for the purpose of fixing the geo-
graphical position of the city, and during this time examined whatever might
be worth seeing in its neighborhood : its curiosities, however, are but few, the
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of notice. There are no architectural curiosities of any kind to catch the eye
of a traveller, and though Buhawnulpoor is a city of eight thousand houses with
two large bazars, it has the same shabby and unpermanent appearance that
characterizes Khanpoor and Ahmudpoor. The Khan’s house in which I was
accommodated during my stay here, contained but a single room, of moderate
dimensions, and had no verandah ; in the same courtyard, and within a few
feet of it, was a little detached summer-house, and on the south side was a
small garden ; the west and north sides seemed to be occupied by other houses,
and the eastern boundary of the premises was formed by a large brick mosque,
almost the only permanent looking edifice in the city. There is no fort and
scarcely any town wall, though there is something that may once have been a
mud rampart, with four gateways looking toward Mooltan, Khairpoor, Beeka-
ner, and Ahmudpoor. Numerous wild date trees grow within the precinets of
the city, and there are some magnificent seesoo trees, which are here called Zalee,
The water is remarkably sweet, and Persian wheels are seeu in every direction
raising it either out of shallow wells, or out of small cuts and branches drawn
from the larger canals,

The principal gardens are seventeen in number, lying chiefly on the north
side of the city, and beyond a canal which runs under a pretty good brick bridge :
I visited those called Mohumud Khan’s garden, Moonshee-ka-bagh, Gosain-ka-
bagh, &c., each being pretty much like the other :—they produce mangoes,
grapes, peaches, almonds, apples, quinces, figs, pomegranates, pkalsa, kuchnar,
gool-khaira, (or holly-oak,) weeping-willows, and another kind of willow call-
ed bed-mooskk, from which is extracted a cooling liquor, much used in Sind,
and generally imported from Kashmeer. On leaving Ahmudpoor, Buhawul
Khan presented me with a dozen bottles of this precious thundace, which
looked like a genuine importation from the “valley of shawls;” the flasks
were of thin blistered glass, shaped something like a claret bottle, with its sides
squeezed in ; and pieces of bark of the birch tree did duty as corks. The li-
quor was clear, and had a faint but not unpleasant smell, with a rather mawkish
taste : it is diluted when drank in the proportion of half a wine glass-full to a
small tumbler of water, and it seems probable that it may really have a cooling
effect, as willow-bark has been used in England by medical men in lieu of Pe-
ruvian bark, the febrifuge qualities of which are well known.

The Ghara river runs about two miles north-west of Buhawulpoor with
a full muddy streamn half a mile wide, and running at the rate of perhaps a mile
and a half per hour ; there were a few boats at the ghat, and but little appear-
ance of traffick of any kind, though the situation of Buhawulpoor seems



71

particularly advantageous in a commercial point of view. It lies almost
exactly in the middle of the Daodpotra territories, which extend a hundred and
fifty miles on each side of this ciiy along the banks of the Ghara, the Punjuud,
and the Sind, and the great desert comes up to within three miles of the
south-east side of the city ; so that Buhawulpoor lies in a kind of gorge between
the river and the desert, where all articles conveyed by land or water carriage
between the upper and lower provinces must necessarily pass, itssituation being
very similar to the throat of an hour-glass. It has also the advantage of lying
in the direct route between Beckaner and Dera Ghazee Khan and Mooltan.

The silk stuffs of Mooltan seem to be held in considerable repute here,
and are superior to those manufactured at Buhawulpoor, though the latter are
by no means bad, especially when it is considered that the art of silk-weaving
is of very recent introduction: the chief articles of home production, in this
line, appear to be a thin figured silk of light scarlet color with gold-edges,
called A/imud-shakee, and striped stuffs of thick texture and various colors
like chintzes, called gool-budun. The traders seem to be of various religions,
Moosulinan, Hindoo, and Jew. A handsome man of the latter persuasion,
named Aga Rufeeh, came to see me, as did some of the Hindoos ; but they all
seewed to be of the true harpy breed. One of the brokers, named Bhoja Dulal,
recommended his floor cloths, some of which were woollen and some of cotton :
he had also gool-budun pacjama, or trowser stuff, and Zkes, all of silk, the
latter being in pieces of six yards each, and the Mooltan chintzes of seven
yards ; there were loongees of silk, and asuns or praying carpets of wool, as
well as the pushmeena ka roomul or shawl-scarfs of Kashmeer ; these with the
putha or silken sashes, the richly embroidered cloaks called chogha, and the
deep crimson silk of Mooltan with deep gold borders, are all that I remember
as worth particular mention. I made very few purchases, as the different
articles seemed to be very high priced, particularly those with gold borders, for
there do not seem to be any wire-drawers here, and the gold thread is imported
at a considerable expense from Hindoosthan.

During my brief stay at Buhawulpoor, a Hindoo religionist came to claim
My protection in behalf of his spiritual superior, who was said to be confined at
the kotwalee on some trifling pretext, and was threatened with death if he
would not embrace the Mohumudan faith. On sending to the police office and
making farther inquiry, there seemed to be some truth in the story, so I
brought the case to the notice of Durgahee Khan, the kamdar, who accom-
panied me on the part of Buhawul Khan, and the man was set at liberty
Pro tempore : but I afterwards heard that the unfortunate individual had again
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been seized and actually put to death by hanging, about the season of Mohur-
rum, because he persisted in his refusal to quit the faith of his fathers and .
embrace that of Islam. It is to be hoped that this report is not true, or,
at any rate, if true, it would be a pity to think that so superior a man as
Buhawul Khan should permit any such atrocities to be perpetrated in his
dominions ; but a lurking suspicion that the Daodpotra chief had at least been
guilty of non-interference in this matter, tended to lessen the high respect
which his general conduct excited, and tarnished that * couleur de rose” which
had hitherto thrown so pleasing a tint on every thing connected with the
Khan and his country.

Appearance of the On arriving in Buhawul Khan’s dominions after traversing the sterile

country and people. . . . .
regions of Beekaner and Jesulmer, it was a pleasing relief to see the country
sheeted for miles with crops of green corn, with good water at thirteen or fifteen
cubits from the surface, instead of a brackish commodity at 250 or 300 feet.
The appearance of the people too was as novel as that of the country, the
slovenly-looking Rangurs and Jats being exchanged for Bulockes in loose
flowing and graceful robes, who seemed to be the fighting portion of the com-
munity, while the laboring part of the population were readily distinguished
by their dark-blue dhofees or waist clothes. A number of the people, both
male and female, (particularly the elderly women,; have a singular fancy for
dying their hair red ; and another curious custom is that of large parties of
females who call themselves saiudzadees, or descendants of the Prophet, going
about begging under the cover of large white veils which cover them from head
to foot, and from which they derive their name of mustoor, or veiled. ~They
are very pertinacious in their demand of alms, and a number of little eyelet
holes worked in the veil enables them to see without being seen.

Jealous conceal- This practice of using long veils in public does not szem to be altogether

ment of females. o onfined to the mendicant females, for in riding one day between Mithun Kot
and the bank of the Indus, I met a man who requested me very civilly to keep
to the side of the road, as his “ musfooran” were approaching, and immediately
afterwards his brace of ladies made their appearance mounted on a camel, and
carefully screened from all curious eyes : I was rather surprised at the cour-
teous tone used by the protector of these shy damsels, for it happened on an-
other occasion, when Lieutenant Mackeson was out riding accoinpanied by a
party of Daodpotra horse, that he fell in with a man escorting a covered cart
full of females ; and on perceiving the European officer approaching, the man
ordered him in a most insolent manner to get out of the way., Finding that
no attention was paid to his rude demand, the fierce Moosulman drew his
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-sword, and might have proceeded to use violence had not one of the Khan’s
horsemen, who accompanied Lieutenant Mackeson, interposed and silenced the
uncivil braggart. Perhaps the different tone of the request made to myself
might have arisen from the circumstance of our being on Runjeet Singh’s
side of the Indus, for the Sikhs are not particularly tolerant toward the
Mohumudans, and the local authorities exercise the power of life and death
without reference to head-quarters.

Rather a curious instance of this speedy adminstration of justice occur-
red during the stay of one of our officers at Mithun Kot. A woman of loose
character had quitted her husband’s house and fled with her paramour to the
other side of the river, and taken refuge in the Daodpotra country, whither
she was followed by two males of her husband’s tribe, who revenged the
dishonor she had brought on their family by putting the paramour to death.
Had the husband done this in person, it would perhaps have been considered
a justifiable homicide; but it fared otherwise with the two persons who took
the law into their own haunds, as they were seized and brought to Mithun
Kot while the Sahib happened to be there. Being too unwell to see them at
the time of their arrival, he thought nothing more about them for two or
three days, but on asking the amils if he could then see the murderers, they
immediately answered, “Oh, Sir, we hanged them yesterday !”

To return, lhowever, to Buhawulpoor and its peculiarities :—the snuff-
taking propensities of the lower orders is another thing likely to attract the
notice of a traveller who has seldom seen native carpenters and bricklayers
sitting at work with a little snuff-box beside them, and taking a pinch every
now and then with the zest, if not the grace, of a Brummel. The shops for
selling phulodee too attract the attention, as this commodity is never seen in
Hindoosthan ; it is a white jelly-like substance, having the appearance of
blane-mange, but is, I believe, made entirely from fine wheat flour, and is
eaten cold with sugar. As a contrast to these may be mentioned the piles of
apples in the market places, the windlasses at the wells, and other such trifles
as these, which strongly remind one of home, as do some of the sayings of the
Sindees ; and I could hardly help laughing when an enthusiastic shikaree or
huntsman described with most appropriate gestures, the way in which one of
their dogs would shake a pig by the ear, in the exact fashion that a Suffolk
farmer might narrate the sowling of a hog,” which is the technical name for
this feat.

Neither the talent for gesticulation nor the propensity for taking snuff

are confined, however, to this side of the Desert : a Brahmun at Jesulmer while
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sitting with me, begged a pinch of the titillating powder, and on being suppli-
ed with a quantity of it, continued to snuff as long as it lasted ; and afterwards,
in passing through the town of Balotra in Marwar, I procured an ivory snuff-
box exactly the shape and size of a turnip radish, the bulb of which was
pierced with small holes, (that the pleasant odour might be sniffed without
wasting the precious dust by thrusting it up the nostrils,) and the stalk, which
was dyed green, answered the double purpose of a handle to the tabatiere,
whereby it might be applied to the nose, and also as a stopper to retain the
snuff, which was put into the bulb by unscrewing the stalk.

A very superior breed of dogs of great size and strength is brought from
the lower parts of Sind toward Haidurabad, and the Khan, Buhawul Khan,
keeps several of them, being himself a very keen sportsman. Deer, hogs, and
neel-gae are his principal game, and in the winter season he flies his hawks at
the cranes which then immigrate in large numbers. As the lowlands of Sind
are unfavorable for camels, it is the universal custom here to ride on horse-
back, but there seem, nevertheless, to be very few high-bred animals even in
the Khan’s stables. The ordinary horses are rather small but hardy beasts,
and they sometimes make long journies even across the Desert, on which trips
they occasionally have a skin bag of water suspended under their stomachs
for the rider’s use as well as for their own.

I quitted Buhawulpoor on the morning of the 4th of May, and plunged
again into the Great Desert, travelling eight kos E. 8. E. over a bad road to
the little village of Powarwala, accomplishing the distance in 31 hours on our
riding camels, but our baggage cattle were nearly 93 hours on the road, their
guide having run away. There is hard ground for the first 14 kos from
Buhawnlpoor to a very small village, where we fortunately obtained a guide
who piloted us safely over the next two kos of low sand-hills, where the track
was in some places quite obliterated by the drift sand: the last four kos were
over hard ground interspersed with light sand-drifts, and sprinkled with a few
bushes of babool, kureel, phog, and lana, the latter being a favorite food of
camels. Powarwala contains thirty-five houses with a single bunya of the
Kirar tribe, and has half a dozen wells with sweet water at only 24 cubits,
but they furnish rather a scanty supply, none of them being faced with masonry,
and having only two feet of water. This is drawn to the surface by a skin-bag
attached to a long rope to which camels are harnessed instead of bullocks, and
a similar substitution is occasionally made on the other side of the Desert
where camels are often used to draw the plough. Thereis a large number of
these animals at Powarwala, with a few cows and many goats; but I saw no

cultivation of any kind.
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Our next stage was sixteen kos south-east to Mojgurh over a tolerably MarchtoMojgurh.

hard path, which took us only five and a guarter hours, as we quitted Powar-
wala at 7h 20m, on the evening of the 4th May, and reached Mojgurh at 35
minutes past midnight ; the kiadar or commandant of the fort coming out
with a large cavaleade, even at this unseasonable hour, to escort me with due
courtesy into the fort, where quarters had been prepared by the Khan’s orders.
At four kos from Powarwala we passed a dry tank close to right of the road,
and four kos farther, or about half way to Mojgurh, we passed a place called
Kalapuhar, which lies two kos to left of the road, where there is no village, but
two wells of good water 30 cubits deep. The whole of this night’s run may
average a south-easterly direction, but the first half of the road runs about
S. 8. E. and then gradually bends to S. E. or even E. 8. E. perhaps to avoid
the sandhills about Kalapuhar.

The fort of Mojgurh lies on firm ground with low sandy eminences round _ Deseription of
it, but at a considerable distance; so that to the best of my recollection it is Mojgurh.
not commanded by any of these points within the range of light ordnance : it
is built of brick, with very lofty walls, apparently fifty feet high, including
the parapet, which may be seven feet high, and two and a half feet thick, with
a narrow terreplain about four feet broad. On the east side is a mosque with
a high dome, and in the south-east angle is a good mukil or dwelling house for
the Khan. The body of the place may be 110 yards or half a furlong square,
with numerous bastions, and an outwork on the east side to cover the mosque
and entrance into the fort. The access winds through three separate
gateways, in each of which is a right-angled turning, so that there might be
six pairs of gates if required, but the inner archways of each durwazu are
not at present furnished with doors. Three or four pieces of cannon are
mounted on the bastions, one at the N. W. angle, and another at the S. W,
angle, with a third on the counterguard near the outer gate. Mojgurh is well
supplied with water, there being a tolerably large kucka talao immediately
opposite to the entrance, and there are wells within the fort containing plenty
of good water at a depth of fifty-eight cubits. The kiladar’s name is Kadir
Buksh, and he had held this post five years at the time of my visit.

On the night of the 5th of May I left Mojgurh, and instead of following ?lflaé‘ch,lfron;’ Moj-
the route by Poogul, as traversed by Mr. Elphinstone, struck down toward the foo. o Troohane
Jesulmer frontier, and marched 12 kos south by west over a tolerably hard
path, encamping in the Desert at a place called Troohawalee, where there are
a few herdsmen’s huts, and some pools of water that had fortunately been filled
by the late rain, so that the people had an abundant supply of sweet water.
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The baggage was eight hours on the road, but the suwaree camels arrived in
3h 40m, as we left the Mojgurh at 7h 55m, . M. and reached Troohawalee at
11h 35m. We passed a very small tank containing a little water, at 11h 05m,
P. M. being 10 kos from Mojgurh. The baggage camels left that place at
about 9 p. M. and arrived in camp at about 5 A. M. travelling at the rate of
one and a half kos or three miles an hour; our own rate was about seven
miles, for we halted a few minutes at 10 P. M. but the road was harder than
usual, which accounts for our quick pace. .

As this day’s route is a very fair though rather too favorable a specimen
of a march over the great Desert in the month of May, it may be useful to
others similarly situated to know the exact manner in which to divide their
time, so as to do every thing that may be required in the most convenient
manner, both for themselves and servants. By turning back a little it will
be seen that after making a march of sixteen kos I reached Mojgurh soon
after midnight : a bedstead was immediately provided, my pillow and sheets
were taken from under the housings of my camel, where they were always
stowed during a journey, and thus in a few minutes all arrangements were
made for enjoying a comfortable sleep from 1 A. M. until 9 A. M., eight hours’
rest being quite sufficient. By this time it may be supposed that the baggage
camels were all come in and breakfast prepared, by dismissing which at 10
o’clock and ordering dinner at sunset or 7 p. M., nine full hours are allowed
to the servants for sleeping and cooking ; during this interval I employed
myself in writing and making the various calculations required by the nature
of my operations, and a little before sunset it became cool enough to set up a
theodolite on one of the bastions of the fort to take any bearings that might
be required. After dispatching the dinner so as to enable the whole kitchen
apparatus to be packed and loaded with the rest of the baggage, a few obser-
vations of the best known stars are taken immediately after twilight (without
its being necessary for any of them to be on the meridian, thereby avoiding
the necessity of waiting for any particular hour), and as soon as this is finish-
ed, the chronometer and sextant are stowed away; the bedding, a water
bottle, and flask of wine (with any eatables that may be found most conve-
nient), are attached to the camel’s saddle ; the escort are mustered ; and the
whole train of sandnees is ready to start at 8 P. M, the rest of the camp
following within an hour at latest.

The same routine was repeated with trifling variation on the following
day: we reached Troohawalee before midnight, and, as not even a chkarpace
was procurable, the quilted housings of the camel were spread on the bare
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ground, the pillow and sheets were produced as usual, and tying the camels so
that they might browse upon the bushes, or lie down at pleasure, we enjoyed
several hours’ rest during the latter half of the night, which is by far the
coolest. The baggage cattle arrived before sun-rise, though it was a march
of twelve kos, (the direct distance by the stars being twenty miles, and the
travelling distauce of course a little longer,) and by immediately pitching a
tent, shelter was provided before the sun became unpleasantly hot. The star
observations were taken as usual at dusk, and every thing was off the ground
again before 8 r. M. in readiness for a fresh march. By these arrangements
the people were saved from any unnecessary exposure to the sun, and had
nearly the whole of the day at their own command ; and by obtaining a quan-
tum sufficit of rest before the coming up of the camp, I was myself able to
work nearly all day long if need were: forage was by no means scarce, and
there seemed to be no sickness whatever, either of man or beast.

Baving a longer and heavier stage before us on the following day, we
quitted camp ‘I'roohawalee at 7Th 30m p. M. on the 6th May, and marched
fourteen kos southward to the fort of Rookhunpoor or Ghousgurh, where
we arrived at half an hour past widnight or Oh 30m A. M., being just five
hours on the road, including the usual half way halt of ten minutes. We
passed a small dry tank at 8h 40m, and at 8h 50m passed another small one
quite dry. The path runs over sandy ground, with occasional hard plains
called dulur ; there is little or no jungul but a good deal of grass, and the
road is pretty straight. The first half of the route runs about south-half-
east, then due south to within two or three kos of Rookhunpoor, the remain-
der being 8. S, E. The Ziladar of Ghousgurh came out with his suwaree to
reccive me at ahout three quarters of a kos from the fort, (where there is a
very good tank of fresh water close to the road side,) and on reaching the fort
he provided quarters within the fort as at Mojgurh ; but the accommodations
were far inferior, Mojgurh being a considerable place with about five hundred
houses, while Rookhunpoor has scarcely more than half that number, and its
fort is proportionably small. The baggage was ten and a half hours on the
road, leaving Troohawalee at about 7h 45m P. M. and reaching Ghousgurh
at 6h 15m A. M. on the 7th May, averaging less than 14 kos an hour: the
pace was, however, very little short of 2% miles per hour for the whole four-
teen kos, the distance as the crow flies being 241 miles.

Rool.hunpoor is a poor little town of 260 or 270 houses, and the small R

fort called Ghousgurh on its north-west side, was built seventy years ago by
Moobaruk Khan of Buhawulpoor. There are several bunyas in the village,
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and three wells of very salt water at the depth of twelve fathoms or forty-two
cubits; but a considerable supply of sweet water is afforded by the numerous
koonds or reservoirs for catching rain close to northward of the village as
well as by the tank already mentioned which lies three quarters of a kos to
the N. N. E, of it. The fort is about eighty yards square inside and almost
empty ; it has eight tolerably strong bastions built of the calcareous stone
called dkaudla, with five or six very small guns. The bastions are about 35
or 40 feet high, and the walls 25 or 30 feet, including a parapet seven feet high
and 24 feet thick. The terreplein is 4 or 5 feet broad, and a low renee or
outer wall runs round the fort, leaving an interval of about 18 or 20 feet on
three sides, and triple that breadth on the east side where the gateways are.
This renee as well as the body of the place is built of the same dhaudla bhata,
which is fashioned into blocks like large mud bricks, and appears to be very
durable : both the village and fort are built on solid ground, and there are low
sandhills within long cannon shot of the latter on the north side.

As Ghousgurh was the last place at which we were to halt in the domi-
nions of Buhawul Khan, and only three stages or thirty-seven kos from the
place at which I was to meet Lieutenant Trevelyan on the Beekaner frontier,
I sent back from Rookhunpoor to Ahmudpoor the servants and camp-equipage
which had been kindly lent to me by Lieutenant Mackeson, my own people
and baggage being at this time in progress from Jesulmer to the frontier. At
Rookhunpoor I also received two camels belonging to one of my camp-follow-
ers, which had been stolen during our stay at Ahmudpoor, but recovered by
the Khan’s people and sent after us all the way to Ghousgurh ; and until their
arrival their places had been supplied by two other camels furnished by his
orders.

On the night of the 7th May we marched twelve kos south-east over a
rather heavy road from Rookhunpoor or Ghousgurh, and crossed the Jesnlmer
froutier about half way to Birsilpoor, a large village with a fort belonging to
a Bhatee Rao, named Saheb Singh, who is nominally subject to the Rawul of
Jesulmer, but is in reality pretty independent, owing to his inaccessible situa-
tion in the desert. We quitted Ghousgurh at 8 . M. and reached Birsil-
poor at 11 40m, the camels going about five or six miles an hour: the road
lay chiefly over hard ground, with many intervening sandhills and oceasional
patches of bajra cultivation for the first five or six kos, that is to say, as far
as the Buhawulpoor territory extends; but the Bhatee borderers are more
inclined to marauding than to husbandry, and we saw few signs of cultivation
within the Jesulmer boundary. The road runs S. S. E. for the first two kos;
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then 8. E. for three kos, as far as a deserted place called Bukul Khanka Koon-
duleea, where there are a few trees; after this the road makes a short turn to
the E. N. E. and N. E. for a quarter of a kos, it then runs two kos to S. E. ;
and the last three kos into Birsilpoor are about S. S. E.

On arriving at this place I threw myself down on the ground as usual to
sleep out the remainder of the night, but as there was a bright moon, the pillow
was laid under the shade of a tree where it is probable that cattle had been
lying during the day : an army of large black insects kept invading my couch,
but thinking them to be only beetles, I merely scraped them away with my
fingers, and wrapping the sheet more closely round, thought little more of them.
In the morning, however, it turned out that these black gentry were a large
Jeathery kind of bug or tick called jaiee, and the places where they had bitten
me turned black, blue and green, like severe bruises, one of the marks being 21
inches long and 1} inches broad ; but there was no pain attending these bites,
nor any tendency to fester.

On hearing of our arrival at Birsilpoor the Rao Saheb Singh was at first
very angry and remonstrated with my Sind friends, (the Khan’s officers who
still had charge of me), thinking that we were come to pick a quarrel, and
bring him into collision either with the British Government or with the Daod-
potra chief, of whom he seems to stand much more in awe than of his own
feudal superior, the Muharawul Guj Singh. Saheb Singh is, in fact, a notorious
cattle-lifter, having by his own confession driven off hundreds of them, but he
seems to think it no disgrace to have done so, it being only by way of retalia-
tiou, or for a subsistence ; and he may fairly be included in the description of
Scott’s Borderers, who were honest men in their way “save a little shifting
for their living.” As soon as he found out the peaceful nature of our Mission,
and that there was no chance of inquiry into his past peccadilloes, he came at
once to my tent and laid his sword at my feet : he is rather a good-looking
young man, and is apparently about thirty years of age.

This chief accompanied me in the afternoon to the top of a high sandhill
a mile 8. W. of the fort, which is quite commanded by it, the top of the high-
est house being depressed 24° by the theodolite. On this sandhill the Emperor
Humayoon is said to have remained some days about 375 years ago; and
from this spot might the Chagataee Emperor, if he had ever heard of such a
thing, have neatly dropped even a 4% inch shell into the refractory old fort ;
for even in his days it was a place of great antiquity, being built, according to
native accounts, seventeen hundred years ago, and a little after the foundation
of Poogul and Bikumpoor. The fort of Birsilpoor stands on a small rising
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ground, perhaps twenty feet high, in the middle of a hollow, and the walls
are barely thirty feet high and perhaps ninety yards square, with four or five
bastions in each face ; the gate is on the north side covered with a curtain, and
the interior of the fort is full of houses. The town of Birsilpoor contains four
bhundred houses, and has many bunya’s shops with eleven wells, one of which
is in the fort: the water is only 41 cubits from the surface and exceedingly
salt, but there are many Zkoonds or reservoirs of fresh water on the N. W.
side of the town. The fort has neither ditch nor fausse-braye, and is built of
blocks of the calcareous stone already mentioned : the village lies close under
its south and east faces, extending from the N, E. angle to the middle of the
west face.

Our next march was a heavy stage of sixteen kos S E. by E. from Bir-
silpoor to Bangursir, where we arrived on the morning of the 9th May, being
5h 40m on the road, as we started at 8 . M. and came to our encamping
ground at 1h 40m a. ».  The road ran over Zkul or sandhills for the first three
kos in a nearly S. 8. E. direction; it then changed to S. E. for two kos, after
which it ran east and E. S. E. for three kos over sandhills with intermediate
duhur or hard flats: the next four kos were S. E. and S E. by E. over the
same Kind of ground ; the next three kos were about E. S. E. over good hard

ground with sandhills right and left ; and the last kos was about S.S. E.

with hard ground. It was fortunate for us that we found so much stiff soil,

or pudur as it is elsewhere called, for the distance as the crow flies between
Birsilpoor and Bangursir is 253 miles, or about 30 miles by the road, which
would occupy the baggage cattle eleven or twelve hours, and the weather was
becoming very oppressive.

Bangursir is a Bhatee village of sixty or eighty houses, (with two bunyas,)
lying close to the Beekaner frontier : it has a small gurkee that does not
deserve the name of a fort, having only a gateway with two bastions and a

small house, all connected by a dhool-kot or wall of earth and bushes, situated

on a slight eminence surrounded by huts. There are two wells to westward

of the village with exceedingly salt water at the depth of 121 cubits : there
are also a few ZLoonds or fresh water reservoirs, and a tank almost dry at the
present season. There is said to be a deserted village called Mankasir with
ten wells which have been filled up, lying 100 yards to right of the road, nine
kos from Birsilpoor and four kos from Bangursir ; but as the total distance
between these places is 16 kos,A it is most probably 11 kos from the former,
and 5 kos from the latter place. The following memorandumm will show
that Bangursir is not quite as cool as Landour or Simla, or any of those

pleasant cities of refuge during the hot winds.
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Thermometer on the table in my tent, on Saturday, 9th May, 1835. At
9 a.M. 101°: at noon 120°: at 1 p.M. 123°: at 2 p. M. 119°: at 3 P. M.
116°: at 4 p. M. 113°: at 5 p. M. 111°: and at 6 ». M. 105°; so that the
average heat for nine successive hours was nearly 113°, the minimum being
101°% and the maximum 123°.—T'ruly this was becoming practically acquaint-
ed with the pleasures of a sirocco ; a kind of shaking of hands with Pheebus.
By way of ascertaining the range of temperature in different parts of the tent
(which was a common pal enclosed at both ends), I noted the thermometer on
the table, say 2% feet from the ground, and it stood 123° at 1h 18m p. M.; it
was then suspended close to the ridge pole, say seven feet from the ground,
and in ten minutes it rose two degrees, being 125° at 1h 23m P. M. After this
it was laid upon the floor, and in six minutes fell to 122°, so that the floor was
only three degrees cooler than the roof.

As the 9th of May was the day appointed for the arrival of the Rajas of
Beekaner and Jesulmer at their respective frontier villages of Guriala and
Girrajsir, and I had myself engaged five weeks ago to meet Lieutenant Tre-
velyan at the latter place on the same day, there was no time to be lost on the
road ; so I quitted Bangursir on the evening of the 9th May, and made the best
of my way to Guriala, 7 kos south of that place. Finding that the Beekaner
Raja would not arrive here until the next day, I trotted on a couple of kos
farther to the south-west, and reached Girrajsir an hour and a half before mid-
night, just saving my distance, and thus completed a march of 218 kos from
Jesulmer to Buhawulpoor, &c. in 15 stages with a single camel, allowing him,
however, numerous intermediate halts, so that the gallant * ship of the desert”
ambled into camp as fresh as a daisy, though each of his marches with me had
averaged 141 kos. Our last march from Bangursir to Girrajsir was nearly the
shortest of all, being only nine kos; of which the first seven kos were over a
sandy road, with occasional hard ground, the general direction being about
south-half-east, though the path was rather serpentine; and the remaining
two kos were over tolerably hard ground, and in a 8. W, direction, as already
mentioned. We left Bangursir at 7h 40m p. M., reached Guriala at 9h 50m ;
and halting there for five minutes, arrived at Girrajsir at 10h 30m ». M. The
baggage cattle started at about 8 p. M. and reached the camp at about 5 a. M.
on the 10th May.

Guriala or Ghuriala is a considerable village at the extreme western
limit of the Beekaner territory, containing 130 houses with a paltry little fort :
there are a few bunyas and two wells thirty-five fathoms deep, with brackish
Water ; but it was on many accounts a very convenient place to be selected as
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the head-quarters of the Muharaja during his meeting with Guj Singh of Je-
sulmer, being, in the first place, close to the Muharawul’s frontier, though only
fifty miles from Beeckaner, and moreover it is the birth-place of two out of
four of the Raja’s wives, which two are, I believe, full sisters, (proh pudor!) and
of the Bhatee tribe. Girrajsir, which was selected as the Rawul’s head-quar-
ters, is a much larger village than Guriala, containing more than three hundred
houses, with a small fort, which is however in a ruinous condition ; there are
many bunyas and two wells of salt water, one of which is 124, and the other
135 cubits deep. Its distance from the capital in a direct line is about 120
miles N. E. by E.

On the morning after my arrival at this place, I had the real gratification
of again meeting my old fellow-traveller Lieutenant Trevelyan, who actually
succeeded in bringing the reluctant Rawul to Girrajsir by the 10th May, the
day originally named for the meeting between the two potentates, as already
mentioned; but though all the parties were assembled on this day, the Jesul-
mer people were so exhausted by their rapid journey that it would have been
unfair to have called “time” to a single second ; so the whole of this and the
following day were allowed to pass quietly away in slumbers, that the weary
lords might find rest, and be fresh for the fatigues of the ensuing day.

Early on the morning of the 12th May, preparations were made for pitch-
ing a Doulut khana or Durbar tent, exactly on the boundary line between the
two kingdoms; and in this instance the line was real and not metaphorical,
for when the precise point had been ascertained by measurement with a per-
ambulator, where the boundary crosses the road between Guriala and Girraj-
sir, pegs were driven into the ground, and a very long rope stretched between
them in such a manner as to point out the line of demarcation in a way that
was quite satisfactory to all parties ; this spot was not, however, exactly midway
between the two villages, for local circumstances induced me to fix it within
2970 yards of Guriala, and 3560 yards, or a little more than two miles from
Girrajsir, where there was a slight ridge, and moreover a distinct appearance
of kunkur, or gravel, which was of some consequence, for the word kunkur
signifies “ boundary” in this part of the world, where it is, I believe, the custom
to establish landmarks by burying gravel in the same way that charcoal is
used in some of the Honorable Company’s provinces.

A suite of tents was pitched on this line, enclosing an area one hundred
feet long and twenty-four feet broad, half the space being on either side of the
frontier, and the southern portion of this hall of audience was formed by Lieu-
tenant Trevelyan’s own tent, in which a gudee or throne was so arranged that
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one half of it might lie exactly in each country: all the exterior arrangements
were made on exactly the same principle,—namely, that of observing strict im-
partiality toward both parties; for had the ¢ reciprocity been all on one side”
as our Irish friend has it, or had there been the least appearance of turufdaree
or undue leaning toward either side, it might have marred the harmony of
the meeting. It had been agreed in order to prevent the indignity of either
Raja calling first upon the other, and thus confessing his inferiority, that their
visit should simultaneously take place in the tent of Lieutenant Trevelyan, as
the mutual friend of both parties; and in discussing the matter of precedence
as to who should occupy the seat of honor on the right hand of the throne, it
was resolved by the Vakeels to leave this matter to chance. By a slight
artifice, however, this post was secured for the Beekaner Raja, by far the most
powerful of the two; for by arranging the throne to face the north, it natu-
rally happened that he who came from the east should sit at the right hand
of his western neighbor ; and the reverse would have been the case had their
joint throne been made to face the south.

As the two chiefs were to approach the tents from opposite quarters, the
guard of infantry accompanying the Mission was divided into two parts, so as
to form an avenue at each door; the party of Blair’s Horse (the 3rd Local
Regiment), was drawn up in a single line across the boundary, and facing the
durbar ; while the brigade of guns intended to salute the two crowned heads,
was drawn up in rear of the cavalry so as to have one gun on each side of
the line as near as might be. Though Aladdin and his lamp are long ago
gathered to the dust, yet are there kind fairies still wandering on earth who
enabled us to make all these preparations on the 12th May, and on the evening
of that day the tents and guards, horse and foot, guns, throne, carpets, wufur,
pan, opium, sugar, and all the paraphernalia of royalty were in readiness to
celebrate the meeting of reconciliation between their Highnesses the Muharaja
Rutun Singh of Beekaner, and the Muharawul Guj Singh of Jesulmer.

A signal gun was fired alittle before sunset, and the Muharaja immediately
put his cortege in motion from Guriala, which was distant a mile and a half
from the place of meeting ; the Muharawul having two miles to travel, reached
the ground a little later than his neighbor, which gave time for a separate
salute of seventeen guns to be fired for each of them before they alighted from
their kkasa or covered litters. Though it had been arranged that each chief
should bring to the place of meeting as few followers as possible consistently
with their dignities, yet there were altogether about three thousand men in
the field, the numbers being pretty equal on both sides, and the imposing nature
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of the show was somewhat angmented by the richly caparisoned elephants and
led horses, drums, colors, and such other foreign aids of ornament as seemed
essential to give proper eclit to this “field of the cloth of gold.”

No peshwaee or istikbal was sent out to meet either prince, for I was the
only person available for this duty, and not happening to possess the faculty of
ubiquity, could scarcely move east and west at the same time ; nor would it
have been consistent with Lieutenant Trevelyan’s high office of Mediator be-
tween the rival chiefs to act as usher to either of them, so it was thought
better to waive this ceremony altogether. Each prince was received with
presented arms by the guard as he approached the tent; a host of Thakoors
or Rajpoot nobles and some wealthy merchants accompanied them as they
came in at opposite doors ; and for the first time in their lives they stood
together beneath the same roof. Lieutenant Trevelyan had stationed himself
in the middle of the tent, exactly on the boundary between the two kingdoms,
and as they approached the centre he extended a hand to each and brought
them gently together ; each saluted the other courteously, and as they were
performing the bughul-geeree, or ceremony of mutual embrace, the Durbar
resounded with congratulatory cries of * moobaruk, moobaruk.”

This was a proud moment for my friend ; a triumphant accomplishment
of one of the principal objects of his Mission :—and he might well forget the
many hundred miles of tedious travel, the nights of fatigue and the days of
exposure to the scorching winds of the Desert, when he saw under the roof of
his own tent in this wild and distant frontier, the two Princes whom he thought
to reconcile locked in each others arms. After this fraternal accolade they
seated themselves together on the richly brocaded gudee that had been prepared
for them, while their followers crowded into the tent en masse, and soon shut
out what little day-light remained. Many attempts were made to reduce this
crowd of courtiers into something like an organized shape, but it seemed as if
nothing short of the argumentum baculinum would answer the purpose, so
they were allowed to sit down even where they had thrust themselves forward
in their eager zeal to see the novel spectacle of “two kings of Brentford on
one throne.”

Though some of the spectators were adorned with rich jewels, yet hoth of
the principal personages had the good taste to attire themselves simply in the
full white robe called jama (the universal dress of ceremony in Rajwara), with
the colored turband peculiar to their respective courts; a dagger in the
kumurbund was their only weapon, and a few pearls and emeralds almost their
only ornaments. Lieutenant Trevelyan was seated on a part of the state
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carpet immediately on the right of the Muharaja, and I occupied a similar
position on the left side of the Muharawul ; their Ministers and other Sirdars
formed a circle round them, the privileged chiefs squatting themselves down on
the large carpet in front of the throne, while the inferiors stood around both
within-side and without, to the no small stoppage of the free air of heaven.

By way of making darkness visible and letting in some little light upon
the scene, four table-shades were introduced, and when the candles appeared
both the Rajas rose from their seats and saluted each other, while the Sirdars
made the usual complimentary ejaculations, and cried out the name of Luchmee
Narain or any other of their favorite saints,—a ceremony seldom or never omit-
ted at the time of lamp-lighting. Among those present on this occasion I was
happy to see Zorawur Mul, one of the greatest merchants of Marwar, who came
in the train of neither party, but as a friend of both, though seated on the
Jesulmer side of the line: on the Beekaner side was a Thakoor of note, 1
believe of the blood royal, on whose behalf the Muharaja made a slight apolo-
gy, saying that he was at the Beekaner Court entitled to a corner of the state
carpet, and begging that the same privilege might be extended to him on this
occasion: the request was of course granted, and the Rajpoot chief, whose
name has escaped me, was soon settled in his proper place. None of the
Bhatee Thakoors claimed a similar, and indeed none of them are, I believe,
entitled to it, excepting perhaps the Rao of Birsilpoor, and the ex-Rao of
Bikumpoor, neither of whom were present.

This meeting between the chiefs of Beekaner and Jesulmer was not a
mere scene of dumb show, for they sat a long time together introducing the
principal people on either side, talking with considerable familiarity, and prais-
ing the British Authorities by whose friendly interposition this happy meeting
had been brought about. A fortunate omen occurred too in the presence of a
little field mouse, called oonduree or indooree, which came running about in
front of the gudee, and was received with a salam by the Rawul, who said
that it was his Deota or “ good spirit.” In truth, the interview passed off
admirably, and some good things were said about this auspicious conjunction
of the sun and moon ; for it so happens that the Rahtor Raja is a Sooruj-
bunsee, or decendant of Apollo,—while the Bhatee Rawulis a Chunder-bunsee,
deriving his lineage from Diana.

After a sufficient time had elapsed, ufur, pan, &c. were introduced as a
signal for parting, and here again great care was taken to dismiss both parties
with equal honors ; to effect which, Lieutenant Trevelyan quitted his post on
the flank of the throne, and, placing himself at its front, simultaneously applied
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the wufur to both parties, one with each hand, to the great delight of the Rawul,
who was half afraid that his more powerful neighbor, who chanced to occupy
the seat of honor on the right hand of the gudee, might perchance also come
in for the first share in the ceremony of being anointed. Each prince returned
the compliment of unction to both the British officers, and to each other; and
after the ceremonies of dismissal were performed, they both rose together from
their seats, both stepped at once off the gudee, exchanged a mutual salutation,
and left the tent, as they had entered, by opposite doors. No salute was fired
on their departure, but each received the proper compliment from his own guns
as they arrived at their respective camps.

Thus ended the first act of an interview that had been looked forward to
with considerable anxiety, and the bringing about of which had cost an infinite
deal of trouble, particularly to the officers who had been employed to bring the
hitherto rival chiefs to meet each other at such a sultry season, and at such a
distance from their capitals. We were thankful that it all terminated so well
without any unlucky accident to mar the harmony of the meeting between the
Rajas, or to excite a brawl between their armed followers: in a few minutes
after the interview was over, the vast crowd dispersed quietly, leaving only our
own people at the durbar tents, where we ourselves passed the night instead of
returning to camp.

When the ceremony was over and the tents were cleared we had leisure to
sit down and have a hearty laugh at the adventures of the day, for there was
something supremely absurd in the manner in which this whole pageant had
been got up, though it had been productive of such an advantageous political
effect. We threw a sheet over the throne to preserve it from the dust, and
truly the noble couple of princes, who had just vacated it little, knew what
humble materials were hidden under its gorgeous exterior. The thickly wadded
cushion which formed the seat, the large round bolster that supported the back,
and the pair of pillows that formed the sides of this royal gudee, would hardly
be guessed to contain all the pillows, quilts, blankets and coverlids that I could
well scrape together ; even the very sheets off my bed were put in requisition,
and by employing a number of tailors the extempore throne was filled up in
a very short time : over the humble materials, above mentioned, was fastened
the rich silk and gold stuffs sent as a present to Lieutenant Trevelyaun, the
sewing being managed in such 2 manner that none of the pieces required to be
cut or injured in any way.

As it may also be a matter of wonder how we managed to provide guns
and tents, it may be mentioned that we borrowed the former from Beekaser,
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and clubbed to make up the latter among ourselves, the outer flies of two single-
poled tents laced together at the edges being alone sufficient to cover a space of
48 by 24 feet, or nearly the whole southern half of the area enclosed by Zunats,
which is already stated to have been about 100 feet long. The part of the
area immediately behind the great tent was not covered, but was merely intended
to be used as a private court if required : a small space immediately in front
of the two flies was also left exposed to the sky, but the northern extremity of
the area close to the road was covered by a large ckandnee or cieling supported
by poles, which was supplied, with many other of the requisite articles, by
Hindoo Mul, the Beekaner Vakeel, who lent us all the aid in his power.

When the first meeting had taken place, at which of course no business of
any kind was transacted, the succeeding visits were easily arranged, and it was
agreed that the Rajas should call upon each other at their different camps ; for
as yet neither of these persons had crossed their own frontier, even by the
space of a single yard. After some little hesitation the Bhatee chief consented
to waive ceremony and make the first advances by visiting his Rahtor neigh-
bor ; we were invited to accompany him to the head-quarter’s camp at Guriala,
but the invitation was civilly declined, it being thought better that these visits
should be paid by each prince unattended by the British officers, as our presence
might have been an ineumbrance both in preventing the strictly private conver-
sation which they wished to hold together, and also in checking the freedom of
badinage usually resorted to when two such persons meet on a friendly visit,
and eat together out of the same dish.

The conclusion of these ceremonies did not take place until the 16th May,
on the morning of which day the Muharawul left his camp at Girrajsir, crossed
the boundary, and visited the M uharaja’s camp at Guriala, where he was receiv.
ed very kindly ; and after a long and friendly interview was dismissed with
suitable presents, and returned to his own tents about noon. The Muharaja
returned his visit the same night, coming over from Guriala to Girrajsir, where
he experienced a reception similar to that which he had given his new friend,
and was dismissed with similar presents. These presents consisted for the
most part of an elephant, two borses, a few jewels and clothes, both the latter
articles having been privately exhibited to us by the Beekaner Vakeel before
his master bestowed them on the Rawul ; so that we were able to make a pretty
good estimate of the amount of valuables exchanged on these occasions, with-
out being present at either of the interviews.

At both of these meetings the Rajas fed together out of the same dish in
the most familiar manner, putting portions of the food into each other’s mouth :
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sly jokes were interchanged, dances were exhibited, and after the different
thakoors and sirdars had been more particularly introduced, the two princes
retired into an inner tent and held some private conversation together ; so that
it is to be hoped the purposes of bringing about these meetings have been fully
answered, by thus affording the two principal personages an opportunity of
unreserved communication with each other. By way of completing this good
work, Lieutenant Trevelyan also brought about a meeting between three con-
fidential persons of each party, who entered into a written agreement among
themselves, subject of course to the confirmation of their masters; and
stipulated among other things that each State should not only refrain from
committing aggressions on the other, but should deliver up any notorious
refugees who might attempt to shelter themselves within the other’s frontier : it
was also agreed in event of sustaining damage from any desperado who might
be too strong for either party to cope with him single-handed, that the other
State should co-operate in reducing him * par la voie de fait.”

Though the principal events which- took place during the week of our
halt at camp Girrajsir occurred on the 12th and 16th May, as above stated, yet
there were several other incidents of minor importance which deserve to be
mentioned, as they will serve to give a more connected detail of our proceedings.
On the 10th May both courts reached the frontier, as already mentioned,
Lieutenant Trevelyan’s camp being at Girrajsir as well as that of the Jesulmer
chief : on the 11th May we went to pay complimentary visits to both the
princes, first calling on the Rawul Guj Singh, who seemed to be in excellent
health, considering his great corpulence and the immense fatigue he had just
undergone ; and after sitting awhile with him, we rode nearly four miles in
the sun to Guriala, and had a very pleasant meeting with our old acquaintance
the Raja Rutun Singh. He received us in full durbar under a crimson eanopy
embroidered with gold in an enormous double-poled tent, and we were quite
pleased to see the improvement in his health since the time of our parting at
Beekaner.

When we first met at his own capital he was leaning on a crutch-headed
stick, and could with difficulty walk to the door of his hall of audience, but
he now met us with alacrity at the entrance of the outer enclosure of his
doulut-khana ; and after sitting in durbar some time, he walked with us
to his private tent, where we again sat with him for some time, talking
cheerily, as he was in excellent spirits. His heir and his brother, the princes
Sirdar Singh and Luchmun Singh, had come with him half way from
Beekaner, as far as the celebrated place of pilgrimage at Koilath, but instead of
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coming on with him to Guriala they returned to the capital with several
hundred followers, either because they could not stand so much exposure to
the sun, or because the Raja wished to diminish the number of his followers
who would otherwise have had difficulty in finding water and other sup-
plies at Guriala ; or more likely because the presence of these supernumerary
scions of royalty would have been “de trop” during the interview of the
chieftains.

On the 12th of May, after the meeting was over and the Rajas had
returned to their several camps, we remained in the tents on the boundary to
be in readiness for the return-visit which was to be paid on the following
morning to Lieutenant Trevelyan by the Muharaja Rutun Singh, as he had
been prevented by illness from paying him that compliment during our stay
at Beekaner. He came after breakfast from his camp at Guriala attended by
a very large suwaree, and I rode out a considerable distance on horseback to
meet him, taking with me all our troopers, who made a very respectable tail ;
all the infantry sipakees were drawn up as usual to form a street to the tent-
door, and on reaching our temporary camp the Muharaja was received with
presented arms and a salute of artillery, Lieutenant Trevelyan himself going
out to the end of the avenue of soldiers to welcome his arrival. After remain-
ing for nearly an hour, and expressing himself greatly pleased with the events
of the preceding day, he returned to Guriala, and we made the best of our way
back to the standing camp at Girrajsir about noon, at which time the tempera-
ture of the air was a little too hot to be pleasant for folks on horseback, being
125° out of doors, and 105° in the shade.

On the evening of the same day (the 13th May), we paid a private visit
to the Muharawul in his tent at Girrajsir, and after a little private conversa-
tion a brace of Danseuses were introduced, whose dancing and singing soon
put an end to serious business. The Rawul’s tents are far inferior to those
of the Raja Rutun Singh, and his paucity of state apparatus may be inferred
by his borrowing from us the temporary throne which we made up for exhibi-
tion at the grand meeting, and which was also used by the Rawul when he
entertained the Raja at his own tents, as already noted. The Jesulmer Vakeel
wished to purchase on his master’s account, two double-poled tents which he
knew me to possess, though they were not brought with us on this tour; but
the matter was dropped, such transactions with Native Princes being not
quite comme il faut; but if our Government have on any future occasion to
exchange presents with the Bhatee chief, a couple of handsome durbar tents
would be more valued by him than more expensive but less useful articles.
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An air gun, an astronomical telescope, and a camera lucida were also other
articles which the Rawul coveted, and he was very proud of the double barrell-
ed gun that had been given to him on some former occasion.

The 14th May passed away without any particular occurrence, but on the
15th we went in the evening to pay our farewell visit to the Muharaja Rutun
Singh who was shortly to return to Beekaner, so that we should see his face no
more, as we were not to be present at the interviews appointed to take place on
the following day. The Raja received us with the same kindness and even
with more intimacy than at our last meeting on the 13th, showing us the ar-
rangement of his kkas dera, or private suite of tents, in which there were sepa-
rate tents for praying, sleeping, bathing, &c.; nor at the sounding of the priest’s
bell or at other particular timnes of evening sacrifice did he scruple to prostrate
himself toward the Thakoor-dwara containing his household gods, and per-
form his devotions in our presence. It happeued to be a fast day, and he was
bound to abstain from all food, not even touching a drop of water until moon-
rise ; but as the early part of the night was warm and oppressive, he insisted on
our slaking our thirst, though he might not himself do so, and we were fur-
nished with rose-water to assist in sprinkling and cooling ourselves. As this
was to be our last visit, he also insisted on our sitting with him until late at
night; and after chatting familiarly for a long time, he introduced a goodly
company of figurantes, whom he particularly brought to our notice as being
hereditary servants of the throne of Beekaner.

His zeal in pointing out the particular ladies who had danced in the presence
of himself and his ancestors afforded much fun, the introduction being worded
something in this way— They have danced before iny family for many genera-
tions! Tara! where’s Tara ?” The star came when she was called, and put her-
self a little in front of the group. ¢ There! Tara’s aunt danced before my
father; and Chundur! where’s Chundur? her nanee danced before my graud-
father.” Shade of Vestris! only conceive the moon’s grandmother capering
before Guj Singh, and the star’s aunt enlivening old Soorut Singh with a neat
“ glissade en arriere.” After these prologues the fiddles struck up, emulating
the music of the spheres ; the celestial bodies above named joined in the mazy
dance with sundry inferior luminaries and satellites, each in its proper orbit,
and our visit terminated, as it had begun, in a very merry manner:—it was
our blithest and our last!

The occurrences of the 16th May have been already noticed, being the
day when mutual visits took place between the two Rajas, at which we were
not present ; it was rumoured that an alliance between their houses was brought
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on the tapis at these meetings, the Rawul having an unmarried sister who may
eventually find her way into the female palace at Beekaner as the bride either
of the Muharaja or of his Heir Apparent: there was formerly some talk of
this lady being betrothed to the Rao of Kota, but it is not known whether the
preliminaries of this alliance were carried far enough to interfere with any
more advantageous match. The Rawul himself would perhaps be glad to add
to the number of his own Ranees, being yet without an heir to the throne; and
should there be among the Beeka dames any one fit to become his mate, the
Ranawut of Jesulmer (formerly mentioned as being a princess of the house of
Oodepoor), would perhaps find in her a dangerous rival.

On the following day, the 17th, both the Rajas continued to halt at Guriala
and Girrajsir, and on the 18th May the whole of us turned our backs on the
frontier, well pleased at the admirable manner in which every thing had gone
off ; and thankful, too, that at such an inclement season, not a single man, among
the many thousands brought together on that barren frontier, had died from
fatigue, exposure to the sun, or badness of the water, though many had suffered
much on the journey. The greatest praise is due to the Raja Rutun Singh for
the excellent arrangements made in his camp that there might be no lack of
supplies for his attendants, of whom he had about two thousand : of these five
hundred were said to be horsemen, and there was a battalion of four hundred
fuotmen, with four guns and four elephants. Those two of the Beekaner
Ranees who were born at Guriala came to this place, accompanied by fifty
pasbans or ladies of the bedchamber, with a train of eleven of the state cars
called ruth ; so that the Raja had a very large camp, notwithstanding the num-
bers sent back from Koilath.

The Thakoor of Guriala ought properly to have given a feast to his
danghters and to his illustrious son-in-law on this occasion, but he was too
poor to exercise such extensive hospitality without assistance, so the Raja kindly
contributed six thousand roopees toward defraying the expences of the got,
as this kind of feast is called. The whole of the Beekaner camp partook of
the entertainmnent, and though the European gentlemen were pitched four
miles off at Girrajsir, we were by no means forgotten during the merr y-making,
sundry tiays of food being sent that we might partake of the banquet. In
addition to the above liberal expenditure, the Raja gave ten roopees per diem
to the proprietors of each of the wells at Guriala, as a compensation for using
all their water ; eighty camels were also employed daily with large leather
bags for bringing water fromn other villages ; and I saw a string of carts with
large earthen jars coming on the same errand even from Nokra in Jesulmer;
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moreover, thirty bunya’s shops accompanied the Raja’s camp. The Rawul’s
arrangements did not require to be carried on upon quite so large ascale, as his
whole camp was said to contain only two elephants, 125 camels, 300 horses and
1000 men : he had provided a considerable stock of grain, but the supply of
water was indifferent in quality and scanty in quantity ; insomuch, that though
nominally guests of the Rawul, both ourselves and the Sind envoys who
accompanied me across the desert, obtained our pure drinking water and many
other little luxuries from the Beekaner Vakeel.

These Sindians remained but a short time in our camp, and in truth it was
not a comfortable place for them when contrasted with their own couutry, a
land of cornfields and of running water: so they only remained long enough
to witness the meeting between the Rajpoot chiefs, and returned home almost
immediately after this ceremony was over. 'When the general breaking up of
camps took place on the 18th May, the Muharaja Rutun Singh returned from
Guriala toward Beekaner, and the Muharawul was to have accompanied
Lieutenant Trevelyan to Bikumpoor, twelve long kos west of Girrajsir ; but,
suddenly changing his niind, he started at midnight on the 17th for Nok, while
we were sitting out in the open air waiting for himm without a tent or even a
guide : we managed, however, to obtain a man to show us the road, and were
then left to make the best of our way from Girrajsir to Bikumpoor, a cruelly
heavy march of twenty-six miles among steep sandhills, without a drop of
water for many a mile.

We left Girrajsir on camels immediately after midnight on the 17th, or at
Oh 10m A. M. on the 18th May, and at 1h 40m A. M. passed the deserted
village called Koilasir (three kos from Girrajsir), where there is still a martel-
lo tower and a well, or perhaps two wells, of bad water, on account of which
the village was abandoned. At 2h 20m we passed some trees by what appear-
ed to be a dry tank, and after travelling some distance farther we found some
camel-loads of water that had been stationed by the roadside for our conveni-
ence. We were so excessively fatigued and drowsy that we could hardly
forbear lying down at this place and taking rest for an hour or two, but having
still many miles to go before sunrise, we refrained from sleep and pushed on
as well as we were able, reaching Bikumpoor at 5h 30m a. M. ; so that our rate
was almost exactly five miles an hour, though there were heavy sandhills nearly
all the way from Koilasir. The camp-followers who came up during the day
suffered much from thirst and exposure to the sun; my two banghee-burdars
fell down exhausted on the road, and one of them was reported dead, but a
supply of water was fortunately procured, which revived them both. The
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village from which this timely supply was obtained is called Googulialo ; it lies
a little to northward of the road three short kos or five miles from Bikumpoor,
and contains a hundred houses, without any bunya, but has two wells of salt-
water.

The approach to Bikumpoor from the eastward is very striking: the day
dawned long before we reached this place, and after struggling through a sea
of sand, we gained a ridge from which the fort suddenly broke upon our sight
in a most picturesque manner, being perched upon a high mound with a single
round tower in its interior far overlooking the surrounding country, and having
very much the appearance of an ancient beacon. We were civilly received by
the local authorities, who immediately provided us with quarters in the gate-
house, the best building in the fort, small as it is, and we were soon supplied
with bedsteads to enable us to sleep away the fatigues of the preceding night.
We halted at Bikumpoor on the 19th May, being joined in the morning by
the Rawul, who came over with a few followers, leaving his camp standing at
Nok, distant eight kos from this place. As we had on the preceding day
occupied the only habitable quarters in the fort, we of course resigned our
apartment for the Rawul’s use, betaking ourselves to the tents which were
pitched in the plain below, and the Bhatee chief had the civility to send his
priucipal officers to make ample apology for his having given us the slip in so
unceremonious a manner on the night of the 17th May.

Bikrumpoor, Bikumpoor, or Bheekoonpoor, as it is generally called, is an
exceedingly old fort, about a hundred yards square, with very small bastions,
and rubble walls about twenty-five feet high, occupying the whole of a consi-
derable knoll which gives it rather a stiff exterior section, though it has scarce-
ly any interior profile, nearly the whole area of the fort being on a level with
the terreplein of the rampart. In the north-east angle is the high cavalier or
watch-tower already mentioned, and four guns are mounted in various parts
of the fort, which has a garrison of from fifty to a hundred men, with a Hakim
or governor from Jesulmer. There are very few buildings of any kind in
the interior, except the gate-house and the two exceedingly ancient pagodas
noted below: moreover, there are high sandhills within range of the place,
which, though somewhat formidable looking at a distance, has little real strength.
A mneat little town of 200 or 225 houses lies at the south-east side of the fort :
one-third of the inhabitants are Brahmuns, who drive a thriving traffic be-
tween Sind and Beekaner or Jesulmer, having two bundred and fifty camels
employed in transporting goods, for which they pay no duty. There are in
the village two wells of salt water, one of which is cluse to the fort gate, and
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two other wells are said to be filled up ; they are from 25 to 30 fathoms deep:
there is also a Zanka or large covered cistern, and 150 koonds or small puka re-
servoirs for catching rain water.
Anecdote of the  Some idea may be formed of the exceeding sterility of the surrounding coun-
extreme barrenness . . . el
of the country. try, and in particular of the very uninviting nature of the Rolhee or desert be-
tween Bikumpoor and Poogul, by the following little native story. A wild
doe had lost her fawn, and fearing that some beast of prey had carried off the
missing offspring, taxed a hyzna with having devoured it : the hyzena denied
the charge with indignation, and offered to confirm his denial by the most
solemn oath that could be administered ; he accordingly swore in the follow-
ing form :—*“If I have eaten your fawn may I be condemned to dwell in the
desert between Bikumpoor and Poogul!” On hearing which tremendous adju-
ration, the doe fully acquitted him,

That this country was not always so desolate may, however, be inferred
from the tradition that Bikumpoor once stood on the bank of a river which
was drank dry by a divinity taking up the water in the hollow of his hand :
this exploit could not easily have been performed since the days of the royal
hero who gave his name to the fort, the Raja Beer Bikrumajeet, about whose
era it is said to have been founded ; and there are really within its precincts
a couple of mundurs or pagodas that appear almost old enough to have been
coeval with the great Bikrum who flourished about nineteen hundred years
ago. The fort of Birsilpoor, of which an account has already been given,
being only seventeen hundred years old, modestly claims a less antiquity than
the above, and is said to have been buiit as a half-way house or resting place
in the dreary track between Bikumpoor and Poogul.

Attempt to ac- Should there be any foundation for the above tradition, it may have arisen
count for it. from one of these three causes; either that the small stream running north-
westward between Pohkurn and Jesulmer, instead of losing itself in the marsh
near Mohungurh and Bulana, may have found its way through the low lands
at Nok into the neighborhood of Bikumpoor ; or, secondly, the river Kagur
that waters part of Huriana may have continued its westerly course to the
valley of the Indus, being possibly in those distant ages unchoked by the sand-
drifts that have been accumulating for centuries to the west of Futehabad and
Buhadra: or, lastly, the bed of the Sutluj and Ghara may at the same remote
era have had a much more easterly position ; for it seems to be admitted that
the channel of the great river Sind has itself shifted from the same quarter,
perhaps at a comparatively recent date; for instead of running as formerly
from below Dera Ghazee Khan to near Ooch, it now flows more than twenty
miles to westward of this city.

Old tradition of
Bikumpoor.
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We quitted Bikumpoor or Bheekoonpoor on the 20th May, following the
Muharawul to Nok, as he started about 9 or 10 o’clock overnight, and we did
not mount our camels until 2h 45m a. M. As the road was tolerable and the
march short, we ambled along at the rate of seven miles an hour, and reached
Nok at 4h 55m A. M., the distance being 8 kos or 15 miles, and the general
direction 8. S. E. There were but few sandhills on the road, and some signs
of cultivation. Nok is a considerable village of a hundred houses without any
bunya ; it has two small towers enclosed within a dkool kot and surrounded
by houses on a rising ground, and there are many wells with abundance of
sweet water at the depth of 32 to 394 cubits or 11 fathoms : some say that
there are only nine wells, others reckon fifteen in use, beside nine others that
are useless, but their number is of little consequence, as there appears to be
much ground in the neighborhood adapted for cultivation, and wells might be
dug to any extent. The people are, however, afraid to attempt the growth of
any rubee crops, as wheat, barley, or pulse, for any extra profit would imme-
diately be swallowed up by the Government ; so they content themselves with
growing rain-crops of bajra, &c.like their neighbors, and the superior capa-
bilities of this fine patch of land are quite wasted.

On the following day we all made another march of eight kos S. S. E.
over a good hard road and level country with appearances of cultivation from
camp Nok to camp Bap, our last resting place in the Jesulmer country : we
passed two or three villages on our way thither, the distances by watch being
as follows. Left Nok at 3h 15m A. M. passed Soura, distant one kos ; at 3h 33m
passed Loombera Gam, distant 3 kos ; at 4h 33m passed Baoree, distant two
kos, and £ kos to the left of the road, at 5h 03m ; and reached camp Bap, dis-
tant two kos, at 5h 30m a. M. The servants who trundled the perambulator
lost the road for half a kos, and made the length of to-day’s march nearly 163
miles, which is at least a mile too much ; but we were only 21 hours on the
road, so that the camels’ pace was still but little short of seven miles an hour.

We halted at camp Bap on the 22nd May, the Rawul remaining here
also, and on this day our party was increased by the Rao of Birsilpoor’s arrival
with seventy or eighty followers, who came to pay their respects to the Muha-
rawul. The Rao Saheb Singh of Birsilpoor, of whom much has already been
said, is the most powerful of all the Jesulmer feudatories, and required much
persuasion before he would venture from his stronghold in the desert to lay
his sword at the feet of his Bhatee Sovereign, though he had already done so
at mine. During our stay at Girrajsir and its neighborhood he forwarded
letters to me requesting advice as to what he should do, and sent over his
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Purohit or family priest, a very respectable man, to consult farther about the
matter : both his letters and messengers were referred to Lieutenant Trevelyan,
who was more competent to answer them ; and who recommended the Rao to
dismiss his fears and come over at once to the head-quarter’s camp. We could
not but acknowledge that his misgivings were not altogether without founda-
tion, for many years have not passed since the fort of his neighbor and rela-
tion, the young Rao of Bikumpoor, was surreptitiously taken possession of by
the Jesulmer Government, and is to this day held as a royal castle to the ex-
clusion of its more legitimate owner.

Rather than be deprived of his own possession in a similar manner, the
Rao of Birsilpoor determined to secure the parole of the European gentlemen
who accompanied the Rawul from Girrajsir, that a safe return home might be
guaranteed to him, otherwise he had made up his mind to decline the invita«
tion (or in other words to disobey the order) to appear forthwith at the Rawul’s
camp ; in which refusal he would have been backed by another neighbor and
relation of the Rao of Poogul, who is nominally subject to the Beekaner State,
though of Bhatee family, and who promised to staud by Saheb Singh for good
or evil with all the forces he could muster to assist him, if necessary, in the
defence of his desert fastness. Fortunately there was no occasion for any
such display of force by these turbulent borderers; the Rao of Birsilpoor
feeling conscious that he could hardly come to harm from taking our advice,
catue quietly to Bap upon the pledge of a safe conduct home, and was honora-
bly received by the Muharawul, who embraced him in open durbar, received
his nuzur, and dismissed him with a suitable present on the night of the 23rd
May, when the Royal camp was broken up, and both the Rawul and the Rao
returned toward their respective homes. '

We were busily employed in various matters during the three days’ halt at
Bap, and time flew by rapidly though not unheeded. On the morning of the
22nd May we went away three kos S. E. of Bap to the Jodhpoor frontier to
examine a disputed boundary : the ground was really valuable, being nearly a
mile in length, and perhaps half a mile in breadth ; it bordered upon a salt
marsh, but was fit for the cultivation of wheat, and seemed really to belong to
the Jesulmer people who claimed it, and who had formerly tilled it, though
latterly prevented from doing so by their Marwaree neighbors.  On the 23rd
May we received a visit in the afternoon from the Rao of Birsilpoor, to whom
Lieutenant Trevelyan conveyed much wholesome admnonition touching his
marauding propensities, and he promised to refrain from cattle-lifting and
such like ungentle pursuits for the future, provided that his neighbors would
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also practise the same forbearance toward himself; a shrewd proviso, which he
perhaps intended to admit of rather a wide interpretation.

Previous to the Muharawul’s departure, that is to say, in the evening of
the same day, the 23rd May, we paid a parting visit to our fat and merry
friend Guj Singh, who received us with his usual good humour, and made re-
peated attempts to evince his satisfaction at the results of Lieutenant Trevel-
yan’s Mission by loading us with certain presents, but those attacks were
very properly parried by that officer ; so after much laughing and alittle sing-
ing and dancing, we took our leave, and shook hands for the last time with
the Muharawul of Jesulmer. One of the causes of our laughter was too ab-
surd to be omitted, and gave an excellent idea of the curious way in which the
most important affairs are managed in Native States. After the grand meeting
between the Beekaner and Jesulmer chiefs, it was thought fitting that each
Raja should send a khureeta or complimentary letter to the Governor General
of India, under whose auspices the meeting had taken place, to express the
pleasure they felt at the reconciliation which had been effected through the in-
strumentality of the British Government. The Beekaner letter was soon
made out and despatched in due form ; but the Jesulmer epistle was a much
more labored affair, though the Rawul is himself a good scholar : the draft
was at last made out, but sheet after sheet had been torn up and much fine
red paper wasted, until at last there was not a single sheet of the orthodox
colored paper remaining in the Bhatee camp. Our factotum, Hindoo Mul,
was applicd to as usual iu this dilemma, and immediately supplied the deficien-
¢y : a scarlet sheet duly bedizened was produced and handed over to Ootum
Singh, the principal Jesulmer minister, on the evening of our parting visit, that
be might make out the fair and final copy of the Governor General’s letter,
while we sat gossiping with the Rawul. The fat secretary, who is about as
bulky as Lis master, retired with a lamp to the back part of the tent, and we
looked round from time to time to see how he sped with his task : a few lines
were written and his head began to grow heavy either from the effects of
opium or from sheer want of sleep ; his brain grew dull, his eycs closed, and
in a few minutes the corpulent old fellow was fast asleep “on his hunkers”
with his mouth wide open, snoring with all his might, and cutting such a
ridiculous figure that the spectators, from the Rawul downwards, burst into
roars of laughter.

Having at length fairly taken leave of the Jesulmer Court, which return-
ed homewards immediately after our parting visit was finished on the night
of the 23rd May, we continued to halt at Bap on the following day, (as it
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was Sunday,) and were joined by the Honorable Company’s News-writer at
Jodhpoor, who came from that capital in three marches of thirty miles each
to pay his respects to Lieutenant Trevelyan. He seemed to be a very re-
spectable man, and much less given to swaggering than his fellow-servant, the
Ulkhbar Nuvees at Jesulmer, whom I once met coming out of the gate of that
city with half a dozenof Aurkarus before his horse, bearing spears and wands
of office, with another attendant carrying a chata to screen his delicate person
from the sun; while I was riding into the town with perhaps a single atten-
dant and no sort ‘of umbrella.

On the 25th May we quitted the Jesulmer frontier and entered the Jodh-
poor territory, making a march of more than twenty miles by a circuitous
road from camp Bap, which we quitted at day-break, or 41 aA. M., to the city
of Phulodee, where we arrived at 8h 12m A. M. with a marvellously hot sun
over our heads, which was leisurely drying our brains while Lieutenant Tre-
velyan made a second examination of the contested boundary which we had
visited on the morning of the 22nd. Being anxious to settle the case on the
spot if possible, instead of proceeding by the direct road from Bap to Phulodee,
we made a detour to the eastward to measure the disputed bit of frontier land
in presence of the rival candidates, who tried to persuade the gentle folk that
the boundary line ran “so” instead of ““so.” The whole scene reminded me
much of the marches of Charlie’s Hopein Guy Mannering ; and though we had
no “ muckle great saucer-headed cut-lugged stane” from which to work our
departure, yet we found a very fair substitute for it in a piece of hewn stone,
on which were rudely sculptured a cow and a calf, denoting that the ground
had been given away in charity by its former owner, a Jesulmer land-holder.
That universal panacea for disputed frontiers, a perambulator, was had recourse
to in the present instance, but its effects were rather so-so, it being difficult to
please both parties in a case of this kind ; witness Dandie Dinmont and Jock
o’ Dawston. We did not quit the disputed ground until 6 a. ». being then
five miles from Bap: at 61 A. M. we passed the salt works at Agur in
Jodhpoor, and 7} A. . we passed a hamlet inhabited by gardeners, called
Malee ka Bas, and in twelve minutes more we reached our camp, on the
north side of the city of Phulodee. There is a good deal of cultivation with-
in the Jodhpoor frontier, and the appearance of the country is improving,
though part of the road was heavy : the distance from the boundary to Mula-
hur is about 104 miles, and it is five miles from the latter place to Phulodee.

The city of Phulodee contains from two to three thousand houses, and
is built on a rising ground, with a stone fort about seventy yards broad and
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one hundred yards long, based on a rocky foundation, with walls about forty
feet in height, but having neither ditch nor renee : the gate is in the east face,
and is covered by a small outwork; a few guns are mounted on the walls,
which appear to have a very weak section, and it is altogether a place of little
strength, though held as a royal fort with a castellan, (i. e. kiladar,) who is
independent of the Halkim, or civil governor of the town and province. On
the south side of the fort are some good substantial houses inhabited by
merchants of the Jain persuasion, who have enormous wealth, and, with the
exception of the Foujdars of Ramgurh in Shekhawutee, are the largest capi-
talists in this part of the country, They are called Dhudde, and are continually
lending out monies in various quarters to respectable merchants at the mode-
rate interest of eight annas per hundred roopees per mensem, or six per cent.
per. annum. Some of the highest houses nearly overlook the little citadel
above-mentioned : the road which runs at its west side seems to be the bed of
& water-course in the rainy season, but the bazar that runs north and south on
the east side of the fort is, I believe, high and dry. The town itself may once
have been fortified, but must now be considered as open, though a ruinous bit
of stone wall still acts as a shukur punak on its southern face ; the deep red
sand-stone of which the lower half of the fort and the fronts of the merchants’
houses are built, comes from the quarries of Jalora, five kos S. S. E. of Phu-
lodee. There are three small Jain temples and some pagodas of the ordinary
Hindoo faith, but none worthy of particular notice : four tanks have been dug
on the west and south sides of the town, but they are now dry; the wells are
numerous, and within 15 or 20 cubits of the surface there is abundance of
water, which is, however, rather brackish ; and it is drawn up by the self-dis-
charging skin bag used in the Dukhun, instead of by the mof or chursa com-
monly employed in Hindoosthan.

We made no halt at Phulodee, but guitted that place on the morning of
the 26th May, exchanging our camels for horses, as we had now got upon a
hard road, and made the best of our way by two marches of seventeen and
sixteen miles to Pohkurn. Our first day’s journey was a stage of eight kos
W.S. W. from Phulodee to Khara, a village of two hundred houses, with four
bunyas and four tanks, under Pohkurn ; there was a little cultivation and
Some thin kureel jungul by the way, and, as the road was good, we made the
march in less than two hours and a half, quitting Phulodee at 4h 10m a. M.
and reaching Khara at 6h 35m A. . On the following morning we left
Khara at 41 a. 3. and marched another eight kos W. S. W. to Pohkurn, over
an indifferent, road with much cultivation and some kureel jungul., Within
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three kos of Pohkurn we passed the village of Eka, where there is a little fort
on a rocky ridge, on the south side of which is a low plain like the dry bed of
a shallow lake, into which the road descends almost immediately after leaving
the high stony land about Eka.

On our approaching to within a kos or two miles of Pohkurn, the Tha-
koor Buboot Singh came out to meet Lieutenant Trevelyan with about thirty
followers well mounted on fine Marwaree horses, which were much superior to
the cattle that had ordinarily come under our notice. The place of our
meeting was near the old city of Pohkurn, which has been abandoned in favor
of the new town ; and though the latter is a small walled city of comparatively
trifling extent, yet is it a place of considerable importance, the Thakoor being
one of the most powerful of all the chiefs of Marwar. The present incumbent,
however, is by no means so formidable as his grandfather, the celebrated Siwae
Singh, Chumpawut, who was treacherously murdered by the Nuwab Umeer
Khan of Tonk, after the most solemn pledges of friendship had been exchang-
ed between them. Buboot Singh, though nominally the grandchild of this
Siwae Singh, is only in reality the adopted son of the late Thakoor of Poh-
kurn ; and being himself without issue, though provided with two wives, may in
time be obliged to adopt his own successor too. He met us with great courtesy,
waiting by the roadside until we had come to within the distance required by
etiquette ; and as we were all on horseback, we had leisure to examine his
external appearance thoroughly as we rode side by side toward our camp. He
is a civil-spoken and comely-looking young man, with a slight cast in his
eye; and his reception of us was very satisfactory, for he not only accom-
panied us to our tents after the march, but came in the evening to pay a second
visit of ceremony, though our camp was half a mile from the town, close to a
large tank on the north-east side of the citadel.

After the Thakoor had sat with us for some time we accompanied him back
to his own muhil, which is a very neat little palace in the centre of the fort;
and immediately to the south side of it, within the ramparts, is a stable yard
with excellent accommodation for about a hundred and fifty or two hundred
horses. Only half of this number was picketted there on the occasion of our
visit, the remainder being out on duty in the district: the horses are separated
from the mares, and the whole are sorted into squads according to their colors.
After paying the chief a short visit in his own hall we rode through the town
of Pohkurn, which is well built, containing three thousand houses, and is
surrounded by a good wall of uncemented stone about fifteen feet high, (including
a parapet six feet high and two and a half feet thick,) with a terreplein four
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feet broad ; the whole being masked by a renee with a small ditch formed out
of the hard red soil on which the walls are built.

The citadel is on the west side of the town, and forms part of its enceinte ;
it is admirably built of wrought stone, the walls being about thirty-five feet
high outside, but only eighteen feet inside up to the terreplein. Its figure is
an irregular oblong, about a hundred and twenty yards long and eighty yards
broad, the larger dimension being from north to south: it has a fausse-braye
and a deep but narrow ditch faced with masonry, the revetinents of which have
in some places been forced out by the roots of trees growing at the edge of the
fosse ; but the body of the place is in excellent repair, having the mukil already
mentioned in its centre. A few guns are mounted on the walls with good
store of fuel inside, and a well of sweet water (apparently about twenty feet
deep) in the court-yard of the palaces; stone conduits have been laid from
this well to the stable yard and other places, so that the drinking troughs of
the cattle are filled, and the vats for steeping grain are supplied with little

labor and much cleanliness, all the vessels being of stone. The mukhil ap-

pears to be insulated, and has a gateway of its own, so that it would serve as
a retreat in case of the citadel being carried by storm.

Close to westward of the citadel is a large tank or sagur partly faced with
masonry, but containing less water than the other large tank called Ramdesir,
which was close to our tents. The bed of the first mentioned Zalao appears
to commuuicate by a culvert with the fort ditch, so it may perhaps be in the
power of the garrison to inundate the fosse at pleasure, provided always that
there happen to be more water in the falao or sagur than when we saw it,
which was at the driest season of the year. Abont a kos north of the city is
a very conspicuous pagoda marking the site of the old city, now quite deserted ;
when viewed from the plain it appears to occupy the crest of a rocky ridge of
hills, but I believe that in reality it occupies merely, the edge of some high
table land : near it are the chutrees or monuments of the departed chiefs of
Pohkurn, but we did not find an opportunity of paying them a visit. Three
kos north of the city is a celebrated shrine called Ramdeo-jee-ka-Dera, where
People sometimes resort to offer up the first shorn hair of their children, and
where malefactors may take sanctuary (sirna or surna), and find safe asylum,
as at the altars of Julundur-nath at J odhpoor, Mulee-nath at Tilwara and on
the river Lonee.

The Pohkurn district was formerly said to yield a revenue of three lakhs
of roopees, but the iucome of the present Thakoor can hardly exceed a third

of that sum, much of his patrimony having been alienated {or to speak more
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properly, taken possession of by the Jodhpoor government), before he became
head of the Chumpawuts. Being on the high road from Jodhpoor and Merta
to Jesulmer, that is to say,in the grand commercial track from Jaipoor, Kotah,
Boondee, Ajmer, &c. to Sind, a good deal of money is realized by the transit
duty on opium, large quantities of which find their way by this route to the
bauks of the Indus. Though Pohkurn lies almost immediately between the
little and great deserts, yet its sitnation, like that of Phulodee, appears to be
much better adapted for cultivation than the adjacent parts of Jesulmer : in
addition to the large lake-like hollow north-eastward of the capital, there
appears to be much low ground in the neighborhood of those streams which
in the rainy season flow by Oodaunia into the Jesulmer country, or by way of
Bhuniana and Phulsoond into Jodhpoor proper.

We halted at Pohkurn on the 28th and 29th of May, being rejoined on
the former day by Hindoo Mul, the Beekaner Vakeel, who had requested tem-
porary leave of absence to visit his Raja’s capital, and who travelled from
Beekaneer to Pohkurn, a distance of sixty kos, in two days. On the morning
of the 30th May we quitted Pohkurn and marched nine long kos southward,
over a pretty good road from the Ramdeesur /alao vid Burlee, distant 21 kos,
and Marwo, a large village of near 300 houses, with 5 bunyas and 3 wells of
brackish water, situated 24 kos beyond Burlee, to camp Bhuniana, a small town
belonging to Pohkurn, where we arrived at 7h 30m, completing the twenty-
two miles in three hours. The general course was southward, the first three
or four kos being over a hard stony soil with thin jungul and grazing ground ;
toward the latter part of the march the soil was loose and sandy, with much
cultivation.

We encamped a quarter of a mile south of Bhuniana, which is a very large
village of four hundred houses, having a small chaubocrjak or fort with four
bastions scarcely more than 30 yards long and 20 yards broad § it is appa-
rently built of unbaked brick, and has a Hakim or governor. There are said
to be twenty-four wells of sweet water at a depth of only three fathoms or
104 cubits, and in some places the water appeared to be within even four
cubits of the surface, the town being situated in low ground on the bank of a
dry rivulet. A dam has been thrown across the bed of this stream forming
a very large tank, of which the bed is now dry and has been so for some years ;
but after a heavy fall of rain the river becomes full, and in the Sumbut 1881, or
A.D. 1822-23 the embankment was burst by it, and though repaired in the
following year at an expense of four thousand roopees, it was again carried
away in Sumbut 1883, and the breaches have not since been repaired. Much
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mischief was done by these floods, and many lives were lost at a hamlet near
the town of Phulsoond, which lies many miles lower down upon the banlk of
this stream, which appears to fall into the Leek Nudee that we afterwards
crossed near Bulotin.

On the 31st May we marched five kos S. S. W. over a tolerable road,
of which the first kos was sandy, and some of the ground arable. We
passed a village called Thulora, three kos beyond Bhuniana, and three quarters
of a kos to right of the road ; and after travelling two kos farther, reached our

' camp at Bheekoraee by 6 a. M, completing the ten miles in an hour and a
half. Our tents were pitched on the north side of the village close to a tank
which had been quite dry three days previously to our arrival, and water was
likely to be so scarce that we had doubts about halting here at all, but to the
great delight of the villagers a heavy fall of rain took place the night before
last, filling their tank to the depth of nearly two fathoms, which they attri-
buted to the auspicious presence of the European gentlemen : a similar piece of
good fortune occurred a few days afterwards near Balmer, and I have already
mentioned the seasonable filling of the pools in the great desert between
Mojgurh and Rookunpoor. The village of Bheekoraee belongs to the privi-
leged class of bards called charun, of whom there are about fifty families here,
and as many more houses of other tribes: of the two wells one is salt and one
sweet, but their depth was not noted : there is also a martello tower in the
village.

On the 1st June we marched six or seven kos S. W. by S. over a bad road
from Bleekorace to Ocdoo or Oondoo, the distance being 143 miles and the
time on horseback 2h 25m, or from 4h 10m to 6h 85m, A. M. The soil was
sandy but covered with grass and a few bushes, the country being partly
cultivated and partly cut up by rain. Though Oodoo is dignified with
the name of a town, and has an 4mil with a small party of Sikh horsemen, it
only contains a hundred houses with a martello tower in bad repair, and there
was a well of brackish water 123 cubits deep close to our tents on the west
side of the village. The little desert lies alinost immediately to the east of
Oodoo, and then trends away to the southward, and westward ; so that although
we had hitherto proceeded in a very direct route from Pohkurn toward Balmer,
we now found it convenient to make a considerable detour to the westward
nstead of following the straight path through the barren country about
Kasmar and Jhak.

Our next day’s march therefore was nearly due west over six kos of good
road from Oodoo to Bheemar or Bheear ; and at the distance of seven miles
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from the latter place we passed a good village called Kanasir, built on a sandhill
five miles west of Qodoo, between which two places there are great numbers of
very large bushes of the wild der or jujube from ten to fifteen feet high. We
pitched beside a well of sweet water a hundred and twenty-three cubits deep,
at the distance of three quarters of a kos E. N. E- from the village of Bheemar,
and there was another well by the road-side half a kos east of our camp. The
Charuns who are proprietors of this village seem to be a civil set of people,
though we had heard indifferent accounts of them ; the village itself, though
small, seems to be prosperous, and from a small rocky peak a little to the
southward of it are to be seen the lofty hills of Balmer, distant forty miles,

On the 3rd June we marched nine kos or 183 miles south-west over
an indifferent road from camp Bheemar to Seew, Seo, or Sheo, a small town,
which is the capital of a large but unproductive tract of country parcel-
led out into petty districts, the Bhoomias or subordinate Thakoors of which
pay but little deference to the Raja of Jodhpoor’s Hakim or governor, who is
stationed here with four guns and a few soldiers. We were very civilly treated
by this functionary, and halted one day beside the fine tank on the N. W. side
of the village, having marched seventy-eight miles from Pohkurn in five days,
notwithstanding the great heat of the weather. During our last stage from
Bheemar to Sheo we passed a large village called Beesoo, four and a half long
kos or ten miles W. S. W. from the former place, and more than seven miles
or three and a half long kos from the latter, the road being rather sandy, with
occasional pebbly hillocks. The town of Sheo contains two huundred houses
with a thannalk ; and in addition to the large tank above mentioned, there are
seven wells of sweet water at the depth of seven fathoms: it gives its name
to the district, but the latter is sometimes called Sheo-Girab, and occasionally
Sheo-Kotra from the two towns of Girab and Kotra, the former being far to
the westward at the edge of the Great Desert, and the latter only a few miles
south of Sheo.

During our halt here a little dwarf of the malee or gardener tribe, came
to our tents to ask surgical advice respecting the removal of a large tumour
on his throat ; he was about thirty years of age, and just thirty-six inches high,
speaking with a cracked voice usually heard in these diminutive people. Such
instances of deformity are very rare, and with the exception of this individual
and two men at Jodhpoor who had ordinary-sized bodies perched upon most
ridiculously short legs, I do not remember to have seenany dwarfs in Rajwara,
though I heard of a singular instance in one of the Shekhawutee villages,
where the seven sons of the Bhoomia are each fifty-two fingers high (whence
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the native name bawunee for a dwarf, meaning literally “ fifty-two,”) and all
these manikin Rajpoots carry sword and buckler after the fashion of their
prototypes, Sir Geoffry Hudson and Tom Thumb.

On the 5th June, we resumed our march to the southward, or rather on
the evening of the 4th of June, for having a long march of twenty-one miles
before us, we left Sheo at 73 p. M. on horseback and rode three long kos or four
ordinary ones, say eight miles, over a bad road to Kotra, a considerable village,
as already mentioned, lying close under a rocky ridge about sixty feet high,
upon which is perched a little stone fort of irregular figure, about a hundred
and fifty yards in circumference. There are forty houses of Rajpoots at this
place, and a couple of dozen of bunyas ; the water in the wells is brackish, but
there are some berees or shallow wells affording a supply of sweet water. We
had come stumbling along in the dark for two hours after leaving Sheo, and
reached Kotra at 9% P. M. remaining here for three quarters of an hour talking
with the Thakoor, who was one of those petty chiefs whose case required
investigation as to the nature of their allegiance.to the sovereign of Marwar.
He was civil and attentive, furnishing ckarpaees for our seats and new milk
for us to drink while the conference lasted. After obtaining all the required
information, we changed our horses for camels, and left Kotra at 101 P. M.
marching seven kos farther over a bad road to camp Bisala, where we arrived
at 123 ». M. or Oh 45m A. M. on the 5th June. Our visit to Kotra led us a
little to westward of the direct track from Sheo to this camp, but our baggage
marched straight by way of Tara and Aklee, which is probably a better road
than the one we followed, as it is more in the plain, and our route skirted the
hills,

We pitched our tents three furlongs east of Bisala, (called also Bishala
and Bichala,) which has been a very considerable village, and its situation is
similar to that of Kotra, only the rocky hills under which it is built are much
higher than those, and instead of being broken into detached ridges, they run
down in a continuous range, all the way to Balmer. Bisala has a very small
hill fort, and appears to contain rather more than two hundred houses, which
lie chiefly on the east side of it, and the wells are again to eastward of the
village, being close to our camp. In the evening I ascended a rocky peak three
quarters of a mile west of our tents and immediately overlooking the town :
this peak commands a fine view of the surrounding country, and from it I
obtained a good many bearings with the theodolite.

The sixth of June was a memorable day, and saw us entering a new

Presidency where every thing savoured of novelty : in all our previous wan-
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derings we had considered ourselves more or less in the Bengal Presidency,
but now Lieutenant Trevelyan, who is attached to the Bombay Army, found
himself at once among his own people, and I had soon an opportunity of finding
that the stranger and the traveller are as sure of a kind welcome among these
hospitable denizens of the desert as they would be on the banks of the Ganges
or Jumna. The distance from Bisala to Balmer is eight kos, or nearly seven-
teen miles, of which the first two kos run about E. 8. E. with a sandy road
and thin jungul to Bhadrez; the remainder of the road runs about S. S. E.
and is sandy and uneven, with stony hills on the right or western side. Within
a kos and a half of Baliner is a village called Gehoon, close under the hills,
near which place we were met by a special deputation from Jodhpoor, headed
by Purbhoo Lal Joshee, who escorted us into cantonments.

We had left our camp at Bisala at 4h 25m. A. M. passing Bhadrez at 5h
05m, and Gehoon at 6h 20m, but our movements were a little too quick for the
Marwaree Deputation, and we were requested to wait a little by the road side,
that Purbhoo Lal and his escort might have time to come out the proper dis-
tance, say three miles, to meet Lieutenant Trevelyan. We took the hint and
pulled up our camels under shelter of a sandhill, waiting from 6h 45m to 7h
05m, for the appearance of the vakeel, but finding that he was still invisible
we pushed on once more and soon met the Jodhpoor party, in whose company
we reached our encampment at a little more than 71 a. M. An awkward
misunderstanding happened on our falling in with this people, which very near
deprived the Ajmer Mission of the company of this really handsome Escort
that had been sent out to meetit. The head of the embassy, Purbhoo
Lal, was amost respectable man, and son of Sumbhoo-Joshee (commonly called
Sumbhoo-Jee) who is in high favor with the Muharaja of Jodhpoor ; but it
unfortunately happened that Purbhoo Lal had never been mounted either
upon a horse or upon a camel, and, without intending any disrespect to the
Political Functionary, had come out to meet him mounted in a 7u¢/ or canopied
car, attended by numerous horsemen, some of whom were arrayed in rich and
new liveries of scarlet and gold. As our party drew near, the rutk remained
stationary in the middle of the road with the vakeel seated in it, utterly bewil-
dered at seeing Lieutenant Trevelyan and myself come flying albng on camels
attended by a large train, some on camels and some on horses, who of course
accommodated themselves to our pace. He was hailed in passing and recom-
mended to come down from his car, but there he stuck as if petrified or
expecting perhaps that one of the European gentlemen would alight and parley
with him; but finding that he was at last left fairly in the lurch, as we passed
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on without taking any notice of him, he again begged that a little delay might
be granted to him, and, descending from his chariot, he actually mounted upon
the back seat of a camel’s saddle with an expert attendant in front to manage
the reins. Upon overtaking us he apologized for his apparent incivility, and
in all subsequent dealings with him, Lieutenant Trevelyan found him a very
modest, sensible and well-meaning man ; this first lesson in matters of etiquette
seemed to have a beneficial effect upon him.

On our arrival at Balmer we found a small force stationed here as a tem-
porary measure, it having been found expedient to employ British troops to
suppress the plundering tribes who formerly infested this frontier ; and after
the marauders had been exterminated, the post at Balmer was kept up for other
political reasons, as mentioned at the commencement of this narrative. The
detachment at present consists of a squadron of the 3rd Regiment of Light
Cavalry, commanded by Captain Walter, with Lieutenants Scott (absent on
account of his health) and Ravenscroft of the same corps; two companies of
the 13th Regiment Native Infantry commanded by Lieutenants Sparrow and
Supple ; and two hundered Mahratta horse, under native officers, furnished by
the Gaikwar of Buroda. The whole detachment is under the command of
Captain Richards of the 8th N. I. who is also vested with political authority
under Colonel Pottinger, the Resident in Kuch. A medical man, Assistant
Surgeon Cramond, is also attached to this post ; and, with the exception of
the Political Agent, is the only officer not liable to removal, the whole of the
regular troops being relieved half-yearly from the large camp at Deesa, 130
miles S. S. E. of Balmer, and 50 miles across the little Desert, but there are
villages at distances sufficiently near to enable the troops to divide their
marches pretty fairly.

As one of the principal objects of Lieutenant Trevelyan’s Mission was to
undertake a joint investigation with Captain Richards as to certain matters
connected with the western frontier of Marwar, we found it necessary to
Temain more than three weeks at Balmer, from the 6th to the 29th June,
during the whole of which time we were most hospitably entertained by Cap-
tain Richards and the Cavalry officers who messed with him. Though the
post was expected to be but of very temporary existence, yet as the Monsoon
was fast setting iu, and it would have been very inconvenient to remain in tents
during the whole rainy season, Captain Richards had already built for him-
self a comfortable little bungla with walls of stone and lime ; and a similar
building had been constructed at their own expense to accommodate the three
officers of the squadron. Other buildings were in progress, and the troops were
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comfortably hutted, but we, the brace of Bengal Subalterns, had only our tents
to look to, having still many a weary march to make in defiance of the Mon-
soon, which set in regularly on the 16th June, the first grand storm being on
the 10th of this month.

It was a sad day for us, the 10th of June, being the date on which we
first heard of that lamentable event at Jaipoor, the barbarous murder of Mr.
Blake, and the attempted assassination of Major Alves, both of whom we had
left in high spirits at Patun, when we quitted that place at the end of Janu-
ary. The Jodhpoor Agent at Jaipoor had immediately communicated to his
own Court the fatal tragedy of the 4th of June, and the Muharaja forwarded
the intelligence to us through the British Ukkbur-nuvees who resides at his
capital. This unexpected and cruel catastrophe, when coupled with the very
recent murder of Mr, Fraser at Delhi, the still later attack upon Mr. Lewis
of the Civil Service, and the previous murder of Dr. Stevens, with various
attempts on the Hon. Mr. Shore, Mr. Scott, &c., brought home to our minds
the unpleasant conviction that the ill suppressed abhorrence of the natives for
their European rulers was leading them on to open acts of revenge against
the objects of their hatred ; and that if the representatives of the most power-
ful Government in the world were liable to be shot or cut down ad Libitum,
their subordinates might of course be prepared to expect the same treatment.
These gloomy thoughts were, however, not allowed to interfere with the busi-
ness which had brought us to Balmer, during the time of our stay at which
place great light was thrown upon the subject under investigation, of which
the chief points appear to be the following.

There is a sterile tract of country about two hundred miles long, lying in
71° East longitude, between the head of the gulf of Kuch and the Jesulmer
territory, the upper part of which line is a sandy desert dividing Sind from
Marwar, and the lower part is a large salt marsh, commonly called the Run
or Rin. Immediately between these is a small district, called Nugur-Parkur,
much infested with freebooters, who carried their incursions both into Sind and
Marwar until routed out by the British detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel
Litchfield which scoured their country in 1831, and also cleared out the
Moosulman plunderers called Kosa or Khosa (perhaps from the provincial
word khos-lena, to take by force), who had established themselves in the hills
to the northward of Parkur, about Chotun, Joona, and Balmer, which were
generally cousidered to be under the Raja of Jodhpoor, until the late Lieute-
nant-Colonel Lockett, Agent Governor General at Ajmer, started some doubts

upon the subject.
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After the clearance of this frontier by Lieutenant-Colonel Litchfield’s force,
detachments of the Bombay troops were left at Kasba in Parkur, which is an
undisputed dependency of Sind; at Wow in Thurradree, which is part of Gooju-
rat, and at Balmer in Malanee, which until lately was always held to be a part
of Marwar proper, or Jodhpoor. Hence the complaint of the Muharaja Man
Singh, that the British Government had not only stationed a military force
within his frontier, but had prevented the petty chiefs in the Balmer quarter
from paying the usual tribute to him. These chiefs are all Rathor Rajpoots
of the same tribe as the sons of Jodha, but of a different family ; for the for-
mer are descended from Beeruwn-jee, a younger but more powerful brother of
Muleenath and Jait Mul, who peopled all the country immediately to eastward
of the great desert of Umurkot.

The principal towns occupied by the descendants of Muleenath, from whom
the Mulanee district takes its name, are Chotun, Joona, Balmer, Kotra, Sheo,
and Girap or Girab, all lying to westward of the river Lonee and eastward
of the Great Desert ; the two large towns of Sindree and Jusol on the left bank
of the Lonee, though also peopled by descendants of Muleenath, are usually
considered the capitals of a separate tract called Mewa; while the towns of
Nugur and Gura or Gooro, much lower down, and on the right banlk of the
Lonee, are the head-quarters of the little district called Rardhura, inhabited by
the family of Jait Mul. It farther appears from the investigation made during
our stay at Balmer, (whither the principal men of nearly all these places were
called in to give their evidence on the subject,) that tribute had been paid and
military service performed when called for on the part of Jodhpoor since the
days of the Raja Ujeet Singh ; that is to say, that for some generations all the
petty Rawuls, Thakoors, and Bhoomias of Mulanee, Mewa, and Rardhura
Wwere nominally sabjects of Marwar.

The whole extent of country included under these names is in extreme
length, nearly a hundred and fifty miles north and south, from near Pohkurn
to the mouths of the Lonee, and a hundred miles east and west from Jusol to
the borders of Sind ; but the average length and breadth are perhaps only one
hundred by seventy miles, giving an area of seven thousand square miles, and
Producing a tribute of just about as many roopees; for this country is very
boor, and comprises within its limits a great part of the little desert. The in-
habitants are a rude tribe, who seem little inclined to yield obedience to any
t%‘i"g but absolute force, like their neighbours the Bhatees ; and they are con-
Unually at feud with one another, so that it would be difficult for any native
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power to keep them quiet and united : the presence of a British outpost, how-
ever, seems'to do the former pretty effectually, if not the latter also.

Balmer appears to be as eligible a place for a cantonment as conld well
be selected, both from its centrical situation and from other circumstances. It
is a town of about six hundred houses, with a small stone fort in a ruinous
state occupying the summit of a conical hill three hundred feet high, on the
side and at the foot of which is the town; this hill is, however, commanded by
a similar cone on the other (that is the northern) side of the town; and the
latter hill is again overlooked by a very conspicuous peak called Svojer, which
is seven hundred and twenty feet above the plaiu, and one and a half miles
from the camp : the summit of Soojer affords a commanding view, and a good
stand for the theodolite, but is too narrow to adinit of being fortified. The
town is principally built of stone, but a great proportion of it presents the ap-
pearance of a desolate and ruined village, for it has suffered much from being
plundered by our troops, and half the shop-keepers have abandoned their houses;
but under a quiet regime the place might become prosperous again, and there
are even now numerous camnels and large herds of black cattle iu its environs.
Four wells give an inexhaustible supply of water, some of which is very pure,
and its depth only forty or fifty cubits from the surface ; but much difficuity
is experienced in drawiug it, owing to the narrowness of some of the wells’
mouths, and the mumber of horses and people to be supplied. A Hindoo enthu-
siast has established himself near these wells, where he lights a fire uader a
tree, and having a long double rope attached to the bonghs, he swings himself
heels upwards for a certain time every day with his head hanging down in the

- smoke.

Situation of the
cantonment,

The Gaikwar’s horse are picketed close to eastward of the town and tolera-
bly near the wells, one of which is appropriated for their sole use ; the squadron
of regular cavalry is cantoned close to south-eastward of the Mahrattas, the
horses being picketed in the open air in eight lines, upon pretty good ground
that slopes gently to the eastward and is open to that quarter only, the other
three sides being closed in by the huts of the troopers which occupy the north
and west faces, and of the sipahees which form the south face of the square :
the officers’ tents and houses with the bazar, &c. are in the rear of the lines,
that is to westward of them ; and a strong chain of both cavalry anl infantry
pickets is thrown round the whole at night time, in addition to which, mount-
ed troopers patrole far beyond the outskirts of the post. Considering that
there is a troop of horse artillery at Deesa, it seems singular that a brigade of
guns is not attached to the force at Baliner: and another singular circuin-
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stance is, that there are attached to this small force two Parsee shops, the pro-
prietors of which remain with their Europe stores at this wild place, where
only six or at most seven officers are ever stationed ; whereas in the Bengal
Presidency there is not a single Europe shop at several stations where a whole
regiment is permanently cantoned besides two or three civilians. So much for
the comparative enterprise between the traders at these two Presidencies.

During our stay at Balmer the rainy season set in, as before noticed, and
a striking change took place in the face of the country, the aspect of which was
altered from a withered and arid Jook to one of a lively green : even during
the hot winds, however, abundance of forage wasprocurable for the horses, which
though dry-looking enough in all conscience, was apparently sufficiently nutri-
tious, the horses being in good condition ; and the thorny jungul which comes
close up to cantonments furnished pickiugs for as mauy camels as could be
turned into it. The common articles of native food were sufficiently cheap
and plentiful, the wheat being supplied from the country about Gooro or Gura ;
the ¢liee from about Balotra or Patodee; and bajra, moth, &c. from the imme-
diate neighborhood of Balmer: salt too is procured in abundance from Puch-
bhudra near Balotra, as will be mentioned hereafter, There appears to be
little game of the larger sort in this neighborhood except wild hogs, which
used occasionally to be speared by the Bombay officers, aud they took an
occasional stroll with a gun, but generally without meeting much in the shape
of game.

Having completed the business which occasioned our long halt at Balmer,
we left that place on the 29th June and pursued our way eastward across the
northern part of the little desert to the town of Balotra, the direct distance of
which place from Balmer is only fifty-five miles, but it is seventy-two miles by
the road we came, and we divided it into five stages. Our first march was
seven kos north-east over a sandy road, through an uneven bushy country from
Balmer to Doraee or Jorae, a village of sixty houscs with sweet water at a
depth of only three fathoms in the bed of a large tank surrounded by sandhills.
Our next march was six long kos (131 miles), eastward from Doraee or Jorae
to camp Baitoo or Waitoo, a considerable village of 123 houses with four
bunyas and two wells of brackish water sixty-nine cubits deep : the road was
well defined but sandy, running across a thinly wooded flat country with very
high sandhills to the right. OQur third halting place was Chandsira or Chan-
deora, five kos or nearly twelve miles eastward from Baitoo, the road being
sandy and undulating, with very steep sandhills to the right, some cultivation
to the left, and thin jungul nearly all the way to Chandeora, which is a good

Supply of forage
and grain.

Leave Balmer and
march to Jorae,
Baitoo and Chand-
sira.



Mr. Clinger joins
the camp.

March to Ba-
ghondee.

March from Ba-
ghondee.

112

village of a hundred houses with ten bunyas and some Lucha wells, into one of
which tumbled a Jodhpoor horseman attached to our camp, but fortunately
without serious injury, as they were not very deep.

We were accompanied in this day’s march by Mr. Clinger, a young man
who joined the camp on the day previous, the 30th June, being on his way
from Calcutta to Jesulmer to fill the situation of school-master or English
teacher at the court of the Muharawul: he had been many months on his
way from the Presidency, and, leaving his family at Allahabad, was proceeding
alone to the Bhatee capital, but hearing at Jodhpoor of Lieutenant Trevelyan’s
near approach, he struck across the country to Balmer instead of following the
Pohkurn road, and joined us at Baitoo, from which place he again retraced his
steps, accompanying us all the way to Jodhpoor.  This is a striking instance
of the march of intellect, or at least of the schoolmaster being abroad, when
we meet an English teacher in the heart of Marwar.

On the 2nd July after a rainy night we left Chandeora at noon and
marched six short kos north-eastward to Baghondee, a Charun’s village of
seventy houses, two bunyas, many kucha wells, and a large shallow tank, the
water of which is only drinkable for two months after the rains are over, as
it then becomes salt from the nature of the soil : the day was drizzling, yet our
march was an interesting one, as we left the Little Desert behind us and enter-
ed the lowlands on the banks of the river Lonee: the first half of the road was
over sandhills covered with bushes, with some low ground half a kos ‘west of
the village of Gol, where the shallow stream called Leek (now dry) comes down
from the umorthward to meet the Lonee, Gol being on the right bank of the
latter river ; much of the last part of the road from this village to Baghondee,
a distance of three short kos, is over flat ground, now under water.

On leaving Balmer it had been our intention to proceed in the first
instance to Sindree, a place of some consequence on the left bank of the Lonee,
but as our doing so would involve the necessity of our crossing this river
twice, 2 matter of great difficulty in its present flooded state, we adopted the
more convenient course of sending the whole camp direct to Balotra without
quitting the right bank, and made arrangements for acquiring in person all
the information requisite to be obtained on the other side of the river. Ac-
cordingly, on the 3rd July, while the baggage was marching eastward by a
circuitous route up the right bank of the Lonee from Baghondee to Balotra,
by way of Akhundee, Samhura, and Jerula, (a heavy march of nine kos with
much water in the road,) Lieutenaut Trevelyan aud I took advantage of the
fine morning, and by an almost equally circuitous route on the other side of



113

the Lonee made our way to Balotra vid Tilwara and Jusol, both of which
places are on the left bank of the river,

We left Baghondee on horseback at 6 A. M. accompanied by Hindoo Mul,
the Beekaner Vakeel, and Thakoor Oom Singh of Jusol, and rode two kos
south-east over low ground to Muleenath-ka Than, (a considerable place close
to the right bank of the Lonee river,) which is celebrated both on account of
its containing the shrine of the patriarch from whom it takes its name, and
also for the very large cattle fair held in its neighborhood. The shrine of
Muleenath is an unpretending structure with a low cupola, surrounded on three
sides by common huts; but it is considered very holy, for the saintly Rathor
has been deified by his descendants, and the temple erected to his memory has
all the privileges of a sanctuary : we gave afew roopees to the officiating priest,
who returned the compliment with some holy water and a little sugar. There
is a fine bas-relief of this Muleenath sculptured on the face of a rock at Mun-
dar near Jodhpoor, with many other figures which are depicted in the first
volume of Colonel Tod’s Annals of Rajasthan.

A long tradition of Muleenath has been recorded by the late Lieutenant-
Colonel Lockett, but these traditions of departed saints and heroes are to be
received, in general, as mere fables, if we may judge by the following specimen,
being, I think, quite a new version of the story. “ The Chouda-jee Muleenath,
Rathor Rajpoot, son of Raja Jaichund, came from Kunouj and made a pil-
grimage to Dwarka; on his return from which place he met the divinity Sheo
or Siva, who approved him much and made him Raja of his tribe. His brother
Jugmal (elsewhere called Jugram and Jaitmul), warred against the king (of
Delhi ?) whose daughter he carried off, and the king chased him in person to
Tilwara, but was worsted in battle owing to Jugmal raising five thousand
spirits by the waving of his sword.” The discomfited king fled, abandoning
his standards, treasure, and arms: and the following couplet shows what cold
comfort he received after escaping from the field of battle:

Pug pug nezu roopeen, pug pug puree dhal ;
Beebee boojee Khan ko, ** joog men kitna Jugmal ?”

which barbarous distich seems to be an attempt to quibble upon the hero’s
hame in connexion with the word joog, meaning “ an age” or many centuries ;
and it may be rendered thus:

Foot by foot lie flags and cash ;—shields at each step appear.

The lady asked her lord, * do joogs come often in a year ?”
Respecting Muleenath it is farther said, that he was called by the king to
Delhi to pray for rain in a season of great drought, and though his prayers were
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effectual, he refused toreceive any reward ; nor indeed did he need any, at least
of a temporal nature, for on his return home he was met by his sister Totwaree,
who came forward in a litter singing to the villagers “ Come and look at Mulee-
nath who caused the rain to fall!” upon which he was received up into heaven
horse and all, out of his sister’s sight. His widow, Roopadeo, performing the
rite of sutee at Tilwara, died in the odour of sanctity, and also went to heaven;
at least, so say these veracious legends.

After inspecting the shrine of this respectable Saint, we proceeded at 8
A. M. to the water side to quicken the operations of the sable gentry, who were
preparing something like a raft for the purpose of ferrying us over the Lonee
river, which was rushing down with a fierce and turbid stream a quarter of a
mile wide, but not very deep, completely inundating the ground where the great
fair of Tilwara is usually held. There being no boats, we had to trust entirely
to our frail raft, which was made of a common ckarpae or bedstead, under which
five earthen pots were lashed, giving it suflicient buoyancy to float two of us
at a time, though in our transit across the river our nether limbs were occa-
sionally soused a little in the water as the four or five stout swimmers who
pushed us over assisted the troubled stream in rocking our watery cradle. We
held on stoutly by the frame of the bed, balancing ourselves as well as we
could, and expecting to be upset before we reached the other bank, where the
current ran with tremendous violence ; yet our friend Oomjee, the thakoor of
Jusol, stemmed it bravely, and his alost gigantic frame showed to great advan-
tage as he helped the other swimmers to force our raft to the bank : all of these
men had dried calibashes (foomba) strapped round their middles, forming a
float called jalee, which was a great help to themn.

Another raft similar to our own was constructed for the accommodation
of Hindoo Mul, who also ballasted his small craft with our saddles, for which
we had no room, and he was eventually brought safe to land with his cargo
after suffering a partial drenching like ourselves. As the river was high « in
spate” (or bura kawura panee, as they would say in Sind, meaning “ very angry
water,”) we would not trust our horses in the fierce current, which almost
swept me off my feet when wading barely more than knee-deep ; so we sent
them up the right bank of the river, and borrowed half a dozen horses at Til-
wara to take our little party four kos up the left bank to Jusol, where we were
again to cross the river. e were nearly two hours crossing the stream from
Muleenath ka Than to Tilwara, though they are only a quarter of a kos apart,
and imniediutely opposite to each other ; and we remained for about an hour
at Tilwara, the petty thakoors of which village are much interested in the
fair held here, and were able to give us a good account of it.
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This fair is held annually about the time of the vernal equinox, commen-
cing ten or twelve days after the great Hindoo festival of Holee, (that to is
say, on the 11th day of the dark half of the moon Chait, in the month of
March,) and lasting for half a month, during which time eight thousand people
are said to be collected. Large quantities of cattle are brought for sale, upon
the purchase of which, fees are paid at the following rates to the Hakim of
Sewano or Siwana, who attends the fair on the part of the Jodhpoor Govern-
ment; viz. for each camel, five roopees; for each horse, three roopees; and
for each bullock, half a roopee: a fee of one roopee is also levied by the
proprietors of the ground for every shop opened during the fair, but the
descendants of Muleenath are exempted from the payment of these taxes.
The prices of the best horses and mares are said to be from four to six
hundred roopees ; good riding camels are sold for one hundred and twenty, and
the ordinary kind of baggage camels for sixty roopees; so that the sums levied
by Government out of the purchase money appear to be very moderate.

After a long conversation with the good people at Tilwara, and waiting
some time until they had sent out and caught the number of horses required
for our use, which were quietly out at grass, little dreaming of being thus
suddenly pressed into the service and having English saddles strapped upon
their backs, we at last resumed our march, and leaving Tilwara at 11} A. M.
rode eastward up the left bank of the river by Baosen or Babheu, distant
two and a half kos, and Sobhawus, which is half a kos farther on, to Jusol, a
ruined town, one and a half kos beyond the latter place, where we arrived at
13 P. M. and sat for an hour in the dilapidated house of the Thakoor Oon-jee
or Oon Singh. Much of the road was under water, and, we passed over a good
deal of rotten ground, unsafe for the horses’ feet, so that we were two hours,
in travelling the four kos between Tilwara and Jusol.

Jusol was once a considerable town of three thousand houses, of which
barely more than a tenth part appear to be now inhabited : it lies at the north
foot of a small conical hill about two hundred feet high, the Thakoors’ houses
being situated high upon its rocky side. There was formerly a large market
Place with three hundred shops built of masonry, and something like a wall
of stone round the town : but the daxar is now almost desolate, and the ram-
parts as well as the greater part of the houses are in ruins, owing to domestic
feuds of more than forty years’ standing. The very house in which we sat

while preparations were being made for our again crossing the river, had been.

Plundered and partly burned in an onslaught by one of the neighboring chiefs
with whom Qon Singh and his brethern were at feud ; but they had, I believe,
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revenged themselves by dogging the principal aggressor on his return from the
neighboring town of Balotra, and killing him in the fields near that place:
they did not dare to commit this act in the town itself, for it is a royal borough,
and they would by such an act have laid themselves open to retribution from
the Jodhpoor Government.

Jusol is but a kos or two miles distant from Balotra, yet the Lonee Nudee
was running so strongly between them (with a stream seven hundred yards
wide, opposite the latter place,) that we were about four hours getting into
camp; part of the delay being occasioned by the dilatory way in which our
new raft was made, and the great distance it had to be carried up the stream
in order to prevent our being swept away below the proper landing place. We
left the Thakoor’s house at Jusol at about 23 or 22 P. M. and after riding through
the town and wading through some pretty deep water made our way at 4 P. M.
to the left bank of the river, three quarters of a kos beyond Jusol, and one
mile above Balotra. Half a dozen water-pots being lashed to a bedstead as
before, we again committed ourselves to this frail raft, and were with great
difficulty pushed over to the opposite shore by five swimmers wearing the
usual float of gourds that they might have the free use of their hands while in
the water: they landed us on the right bank close to our tents, where we
arrived at 6h 20m Pp. M. having been upwards of twelve hours performing
to-day’s march from Baghondee, though the distance was only seven kos.

As the dripping ferrymen who had enabled us to cross the river came
up to our tents to be paid for their labor, I thought that a dram a piece
would do them no harm in addition to their pecuniary remuneration; and in
serving out the spirits to them 1 was quite surprized and pleased at the
orderly and even polite manner in which they “ spliced the main brace.” After
each man had plucked a large leaf from one of the neighboring bushes, and
pinched it into a conical shape so as to answer for a drinking cup, they sat
down in a row of their own accord, waiting patiently while the brandy was
poured from the bottle into a wine glass and then into the leaf ; nor did any
of them offer to put his own portion to his lips until the whole had been
helped, when they made a low bow and fairly drank my health, all of them
praising the liquor, none of them objecting to the wine glass, and one or two
taking a second pull at the flask. Some people affirm that there is an innate
politeness among savages, and this really looked something like it.

On the 4th July we halted at Balotra, a very thriving town of thirteen
hundred houses, forming a part of the Siwana district under Jodhpoor, and
lying on the high road to the celebrated place of pilgrimage at Dwarka at the
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western extremity of Goojurat, which brings a great number of pilgrims
and religious persons to this place : to the most needy of whom alms are con-
stantly distributed at the expence of the Muharaja Man Singh. The market-
place presents a striking contrast to that of Jusol, being crowded with passen-
gers and filled with goods of various kinds : very neat turner’s work in ivory
and wood, and large quantities of embroidered velvet shoes are exposed for
sale in the bazar; the whole of these articles being apparently manufactured
on the spot. The shops in the market amount to two hundred, and two
thousand camels belong to the town, which seems to enjoy a considerable share
of trade ; for in addition to its own manufactures, it has seventy or eighty houses
of dyers and calico-printers, many of whom are engaged in stamnping the chintzes
woven at the neighboring town of Puchbhudra, which also furnishes employ-
ment to a great number of beasts of burden in transporting the enormous
quantities of salt produced there, as mentioned below. There are said to be a
hundred and twenty-five wells of masonry at Balotra with sweet water at ten
cubits depth, and much of the soil in its vicinity is well adapted for cultivation,
80 it may continue to thrive both as an agricultural and commercial place ; the
town is quite open, without walls or defences of any kind, and I do not remem-
ber to have seen even a solitary boorj or Martello tower near it.

We continued to halt at Balotra on the 5th July, and went out in the
norning to visit Puchbhudra or Pauchbudra, which lies three kos or six full
miles N. N. E. of that place ; the road was tolerably good, notwithstanding
the late heavy rains, and the surrounding country, though indifferently culti-
vated, had the appearance of considerable fertility.  Puchbhudra is a consider-
able town of a thousand houses or more, having a manufacture of coarse cloths,
which are sent to Balotra to be dyed ; but its chief article of produce is a fine
alimentary salt, of which large quantities are procured at the saltworks from
three to five miles northward of the town. The process of forming this salt is
said to be very simple, nothing being required for its production but to throw
thorny twigs into the brine of the salt marsh, by which the crystallization
of it is so much assisted that large masses of pure salt are deposited and
dug away for exportation as at Sambhur, without having recourse to the
flsual method of drawing off and evaporating the brine by means of solar heat
In the large shallow pans or parterres of masonry, called khularce A lam-
dar or officer of Government is stationed at Puchbhudra, as both the town
and saltworks belong to the kkalsa or royal estate of Jodhpoor, and the reve-

hues derived from them are appropriated to the maintenance of the zunana
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or female palace : the town is quite open, like Balotra, having neither a fort
nor defences of any kind.

On the 6th July we left Balotra at day-break, and marched six or seven
kos (nearly fourteen miles) E. N. E. over a tolerable road through a badly cul-
tivated though tolerably good soil vih Moongara, Ramsen and Kooree to camp
Putaoo, a poor village of sixty or eighty houses, with only one Bunya and a
tank. On the following day we marched eight or nine kos farther in